
AA
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Ineverthoughtlifewouldbesodifficultwithoutmy

mother.yesIhaveafilthyrichdadbutthat'snot

whatIwant.Iwantloveandprotectionfrommy

dad.iwanthimtosayyoulookbeautifulmyangel

everymorningwhenheisdroppingmeoffat

school.Iwanttocelebrateallmybirthdayswith

him.SometimesIfeellikemydaddoesn'tloveme

orisitbecauseIremindhimofmymother.Soiwas

senttoaboardingschoolwheniwasfiveyearsold.

AndIamcurrentlyingrade11.Noonefrommy

familyhasevervisitedme.Evenonschoolholidays

noonecomestofetchme.ButIhavemadepiece

withthat.Ihaveraisedmyself.Withtheschool

expensesIwouldn'tliemyfatherpayseverything

.HemakessureIhaveeverythingIneed.Butallof

thatdoesn'tmattertome.Ijustneedloveand

affectionfromhim.Sowheniwasfiveyearoldi

wastoldthatmymotherdiedwhenshewasgiving

birthtome.SobasicallyIwasraisedbymy

stepmother.Shewassuchasweetandlovinglady

.ButIheardshediedanddadnowhasanewwife

andtheyhavekids.EversinceIwasachildIhave

beenhavingnightmares.Andtheyarealwaysthe



same.SomedaysIwoulddreamofawoman

wearingallblackandaskingmefordirections

caringababycoveredinblood.SomedaysIwould

dreamofanoldwomaninacagelookinghungry

andaskingmetohelpheroutofthecageshewas

inbutwhenItrytoreachtoherIhearfootsteps

andamalesayingshemustbekilledandtheold

womenwouldsayrunrunmybeautifulangel

becauseifhefindsyouherehewillkillyouandI

wouldwakeupsweating.Ihaveonlytoldmyfriend

Nomhleaboutmysocallednightmares.Sometimes

whenamseatingaloneIwouldfeelthepresenceof

thatwomenfrommydreams.

AssoonasIhave5followersIwillstartposting

chapters.Pleaseshowsomelove

[06/23,07:56]Lynne: INSERT1

Lalimi'sPOV

AsIwaswalkingatthecemeteryIsawababygirl



crying.What'sconfusingaboutitisthatitlooked

exactlylikeme.

Me:Heywhyareyoucrying

(WhenItrytotouchit.itsuddenlyturnedintoa

snake.ittriestobitemeandIranawayscreaming

forhelp)

Nomhle:Lali!Lali!Lali!Wakeup...areyouokay

(AndthanIopenmyeyes)

Me:Ohmygosh...Ijusthadadream...And...andit

wasadifferentonethistime.

Nomhle:Whatwasitabout(askingconcerned)

(WhenItrytorecallthedream...suddenlyIfeela

coldrunningdownmyspinal.Andthanitwaslights

onforme.EverythingjustturneddarklikeIamina

differentworld)

-After2hours-

Iwaswokenupbythesoundofthemachines.

WhenIopenmyeyesIamintheschool'shospital.



Nomhle:Thanksgodyouareawake.Howareyou

feelingnow.

Me:Idon'tknowexactly.Ijustdon'tknowwhat's

goingonwithme.

Nomhle:Don'tyouthinkmaybeyouneedtoseea

professionalregarding...

Me:Whatdoyoumeanexactly(Iaskedwithabitof

attitudesinceIwasslowlygettingworkedup)

Nomhle:FriendyouknowIdon'tmeanthat...Imean

youcanconsultapsychologistregardingyour

situation.

Me:Iwouldreallyappreciateitifyoucouldjust

leavemealone.Ineedsometimealone

Nomhle:Butfr...

Me:Notnowplease

(GuysIdon'tmeantoberudebutrightnowIam

reallyconfusedaboutwhatishappeninginmylife.

AndIjustcan'tdealwithNomhlerightnow.But

tomorrowIthinkIhavetoapologizetoherIthinki

wasabitrudetoher)



•MrKane'sPOV•(Lali'sdad)

Heyguysamsurey'llhatemenow.Becauseamnot

agoodfathertoLalibutIhavemyownpersonal

reasonswhyIcan'thavehernearmewhichyouwill

soonfindoutastimegoeson.SoIamawell

knownandrespectedBusinessman.Iownboth

legalandillegalbusinessesinternationallyandam

alsoverydangerousnoonedarestomesswithme

.Regardingmylatesecondwife.Shehadtodie

.ActuallyIhadtokillhersinceshewasstartingto

interfereinmypersonalbusinessesthatdoesn't

includeher.SoIhavethreedaughters(Zia,Anaand

daisy)excludingLali.Thatthingcannotbemy

daughter.Andthreesons(Layne,Tonyandjase)you

willknowthemasthetimegoeson.AfterIkilledmy

secondwifesoIgotmarriedtothisbeautifuland

lovingwomen.Sheisnotjudgementalandshealso

abidebymyrules.



(Wasonaphonecallwithoneofmysuppliers)

Me:Jeveuxquestionsmonmècaniciensoitlivrè

aujourd'Hui,suisunjeclair?(Iwantmymerchandise

deliveredtodayamIclear?)

Theguy:certainementmonsieur...(definitelysir)

(AndthenIdroppedthecall)

-Entermywifelookingpale.Icantellbylookingat

herfacethatshewasangry-

Me:Heywhat'swrongmylove?

MrsKane:IjustreceivedacallfromLali's

principal.HesaidthatLalifellunconsciousandshe

isintheschool'shospital.Butshehaswokenup

(IwassweatingthemomentshementionedLali's

name.iwasjustprayingitnotthattimeyet)

Me:But...butsheisnotyet18...Her...

(Mypersonalassistantenters)

Me:Erh...mylovewewilltalklaterathome.Ihave

animportantmeetingtogoto.



Pleaselikeandcomment Formore

Pleaseshowsomelovepeople

[06/23,07:57]Lynne: Insert2

Lali'sPOV

itisduringthebreaktimeandIwaswaitingfor

nomhlebythetapsbecauseshewenttothe

bathroom.TodayIfeelbetterthanyesterday.Am

surey'llarewonderingwhatraceIamandwhymy

nameisLalimi.Sobasicallymymotherwasa

colouredandDadiswhite.Somymothertoldme

thatLalimiwasmygrandmother'sname.Ohhere

comesNomhle.

Me:Youtookyourtimehey

(Smilling.Butshejustkeptquiet.Iguesssheisstill

hurt.)

Me:erh...rhNomhleIwouldliketoapologizetoyou

.ForthewayIwastalkingtoyou.Andforpushing



youawaywhereasyoucareaboutme.

(Shekeepsquiet.Okaythisisstartingannoyme

now.Iwastryingtobenicehereandnowshewant

metobegherass.Aymansheisreallytestingmy

patience.BeforeIsnapatherletmejustgo.)

Nomhle:Wait...

(Rightwheniwasabouttoleave)

Nomhle:Iforgiveyou.WehavebeenthroughworstI

can'tjustletaminorargumentseparateus.Ilove

youandcareforyousopleasewhenyouaregoing

throughalotdon'tpushmeaway.youarelikemy

sister.Youaremyonlyfriendinmylife.

(Okay...sobasicallyIwasnowintears.Sheisthe

onlyonewhogivesmelove,affection,careand

support.WhenIcamehereshetookcareofme

.whenmyfamilyneglectedme.SoIjusthugged

herandweremainedlikethatforsome.)

Nomhle:Okayletgoofmeyoucrybaby

(Wewerenowlaughing)

Me:Iloveyou



Nomhle:YouknowIloveyoumore

Me:No...

Nomhle:That'snotupfordiscussion...ILOVEYO

UMORE.

(Shewasshoutingthe"Iloveyou"part.SoIwas

nowinstitches.)

-Theschoolbellringsandwegotoforourlesson-

<AtMrKANE'Shouse>

Mrkane:mmhitsmellsnicehere.Whatareyou

cooking.

Mrs:Myson'sfavouritemeal.Sinceheisinmatric

heneedsallthepampering.

Mrkane:Luckyhim...pitymeIdon'thaveamother

tocookforme(Sarcastically).

(MrsKanejustbastedintolaughter)

Mrs:Ohpleasestop...Ican'tbreathenow.Yousuch

acrybabybecauseyesterdayweateyourfavorite

meal.



Mr:erhletmegoandfreshenup.Ineedtocheckup

onherinthewarehouse

Mrs:YouknowIhaveabadfeelaboutthiswhole

Lalifeintingsaga.

Mr:Youshouldn'tworrymylove.AndtomorrowI

willbemeetingwiththefatherofasonthatwill

marryher.

Mrs:That'sgreatbutsheisnotyet18andhasn't

finishedschool.

Mr:Don'tworrythedayshefinishesmatricwillbe

thedayshegetsmarriedandoutofourlives

completely.

Mrs:Mhhok

Mr:Okayletmegonow.

Mrs:Pleasebecarefulmylovethatthingmight

harmyou.

°inthegirl'shostel°

Nomhle:Aygrade11isverystressful



Me:yeahheyamjustgladtomorrowwearestarting

withthefinalexams.

Nomhle:CanIaskyousomething

Me:Sure

Nomhle:Mhhcan...can...youlike...visitmyfamily

andIfortheDecemberholidays?

(Ifeltlikecrying.Ijustdidn'tknowwhattosay.It

willbemoreofmyfirsttimeIleavethisbuilding

sinceIcamehere.)

Nomhle:Amnottryingtomaybe...

Me:Nodon'tworryamveryhappy...veryhappy.You

knowthatIhaveneverleftthisplace.Soitabig

thingforme.Ijustcan'twait

Nomhle:Pew...amgladyouagreed.Mymomcan't

wait.

(OKthatwasabitweirdwhywouldhermotherwant

tomeetme.ButanywaysIjustagreedforthesake

ofmyfriendIdidn'twanttoturnherdown)

Me:Ithinkwehavelearnedenough...Andamalso

feelingsleepygoodnight.



Nomhle:Youdon'tevenneedtostudy...Youareso

smart.Anywaysgoodnight.

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,07:57]Lynne: Insert3

AttheKanes

Kane'swifewokeupandmadebreakfastfor

everyoneandalsosettedthetable.

Zia:Heymom.

Ana:(justkissheronthecheek)

Daisy:heymom

MrsKane:Hellomydarlings.

Layne:Jhoomomtodayamwritingmyfirst

paper.Justcan'twaittofinishanddonewithschool.

Tonyandjase:Luckyyou...wearestillingrade11

andweareextremelytired.



MrKane:Goodmorningfamily.

(Theyallgreethim)

Tony:ErhdadI'llbegoingtosomeschoolcallederh

...erh...eishIforgotitnamebutforPhysicsand

MathsOlympics.

Mrkane:mhh...okaywhen?

Tony:Ithinkwhentheyaredonewithexams.But

theyareonlywritingforaoneweek

MrKane:Youknowamveryproudofyou.goodluck

nailitokay.

Tony:Amgoingtowinthatobvious.

Mrkane:GoodIhavetogonow...haveagoodday

everyone.

AtLali'sschool

Thereisanassemblysincetheywillbestarting

theirfirstpaper.



Theprincipal:Iwouldliketogreeteveryoneand

wishthemagoodluckfortheirexams.Especially

grade12'sthisisyourlastyearsoyou'llbetternail

it.Iwouldalsoliketothankeachandeverylearner

inthisschoolforperformingwellintheirstudies

andforalsorespecting.SoIwouldalsoliketolet

thegrade11'sthatsincethisweeky'allfinish

examssonextweekthereisanOlympiathatwill

takeplaceinthisschoolformathsandphysics...

Everylearner:LALI...LALI...LALI.

(OksoIwasbasicallylaughingmyassoff.)

Theprincipal:YesIknowLaliisthesmartestbutI

wanteveryonetotakepartinit.Therewillbe

differentschoolscominghere.OkayatleastIknow

thatwehavewonalreadybecauseIknowLalishe

issointelligent.Okaylearnersy'llcangotothe

classes.



Nomhle:Seeamalsoacelebrity...justforbeingyour

friend.

Me:LMAO...stopityouarealsoacelebrity.Your

beautyisonanotherlevel.

Nomhle:Butyou...youareaheat.

Me:Ohpleasestopitandlet'sgoandnailthat

mathspaper

>>>Tobecontinued

[06/23,07:57]Lynne: ContinuationofINSERT

3

-Itafterschoolnowthey'redonewritingmathsand

biology-

•NOMHLE'SPOV•

Heyguyssoamsurey'llknowmenow.Sobasically



IamLali'sbestfriendactuallysister.Wehavebeen

friendsformyentirelife.Iloveherverymucheven

thoughsometimessheisrude.SoItoldmymother

aboutherdreamsandshesaidshewantstosee

her.Ididn'twanttotellLalithatbecauseshesaidI

mustn'ttellanyoneaboutherdreams.Ithinkmaybe

mymothermighthaveaclueofwhatisthecause

andtheysaidtheywilltakehertoourpastorsohe

canprayforher.

Me:HeyLalihowwasBiology...becauseIknowyou

nailedmaths?

Lali:Itwasn'tthathardbutamgoingtogetanA+.

Me:Mhh...oksowhatarewewritingtomorrow?

Lali:Afrikaans,Englishandphysics...sotomorrow

schoolwillstartearly.youknowIjustdon't

understandwhytheyarerushingthingsthisyearor

isitbecauseoftheOlympics.

Me:Maybe...let'sgoandprepareforphysicsyou

knowitnotmythings.



(Sherolledhereyes)

Lali:Okay...butIamfeelinglethargictoday...Itlike

somethingisdrainingme.Anywayslet'sgosoIcan

takeanap.

•AtKane'sHouse•

(Hejustgotbackfromthewarehouse)

Kane:Heyeveryone...CanItalktoyouprivately.

(Talkingtohiswife)

Mrs:Okay....mhhZiacontinuewiththecookingIwill

bebackjustnow.

(Theyarenowintheirbedroom)

Mrs:HowdidthemeetinggowiththeMartinez(The

familyLaliisgoingtobeweddedoffto)

Mr:Everythingwentwellbuttheywanttoseeher.

Mrs:Mhhthataproblembecausewecan'thaveher

hereespeciallynearmybabies...

Mr:But...



Mrs:Noyouknowexactlywhatwillhappenifshe

comeshere.(gettingangry)Idon'twanttoputthe

livesofmybabiesintodangerandyouknowintwo

monthstimeIwillbegivingbirth.Whatyoucando

isaskherprincipaltosendyouherphotothanyou

canshowthem.

Mr:Thatagoodidea...letmecallhimrightnow.

•IntheMartinezmansion•

Odin:DadIreallydon'tknowwhyyouwantmeto

getmarried.

Hisdad:Nextyearyouwillbedoingyourlastyearin

varsity...soIwantyoutobeaman.amgoingto

giveyouthreeofmybusinessesifyouagreetoget

marriedtotheirdaughterandyouknowthatthey

areveryrichwhichwillbegoodforus.

Odin:ButdadIhaveagirlfriendandIloveherso

much.Idon'twanttobreakherheartIcan'tdad.

Hisdad:Iteitheryougetmarriedtoheroryouwill



getnothing.

Odin:Butthatunfairdad...

Hisdad:Allyourbrothershavearrangedwivesand

theyarehappywhycan'tyou....hee

Odin:Butdad...

Hisdad:iteitheryouagreeorIwilldisownyou..

Odin:OkayfinedadIwillgetmarriedtoherifthat

makesyouhappy.

(Hegoesoutbangthedoorhard)

•23:00pm•

*Atthegirlshostel*

Lali'sPOV

Anoldwomen:Pleasemychildyouhaveto

hurry(crying)Ican'tanymoreIcan't...youneedto

rescuemebeforeittoolate.

Me:But...butIdon'tknowwhattodo.



Anoldwomen:Youknow...youknow.Becarefulof

No...

(AndthanIwokeup)

Nomhle:Laliareyouokay?

Me:(BECAREFULOFNO...)thosewordskept

playinginmyhead.

Nomhle:Laliareyouokay...talktome

please.(crying)

IwasstilllostinthoughtsandthanIhadasevere

headache.Myheartbeatincreasesthanitwas

lightsonlyforme.

Nomhle'sPOV

Iwentoutandcalledthehelpingaunttohelp.We

tookhertotheschoolhospitalandwaitedoutside

thewardforher.Itwasnow3amandthedoctor

cameout.



Doctor:CanIhaveherparentsnumber.

Nomhle:Erh...erhshehasnoparents...they...they

passedawayamheronlysister.

Doctor:Mhhokay...soshehadapanicattackwhat

reallyhappenedtoher.

Nomhle:Erhshehada...wewerejustplayingandI

pretendedtodiesoshestartedtopanick.

(IknewIfItoldthedoctorthetruthhewouldwant

totakeherintoapsychologist)

Doctor:OkayIwillgivehersometabletsbutplease

makesurethisdoesn'thappenagain.

Nomhle:Itwon't...canIseeher?

Doctor:Sure...shehaswokenup...butsheisnot

sayinganything.Shekeepslookingaround.

Nomhle:Okayletmejustgotoher.

Lali'sPOV.

whatthatoldwomensaidkeptfloodinginmymind

andthefactthatshesaidImustbecarefulof



Nomhle.why?Becausesheistheonlypersonthat

takesgoodcareofme.AndthefactthatshesaidI

knowwhatImustdojustdrivesmecrazy.

Nomhle:Lali...Lali

(Isuddenlysnappedoutofmythoughts)

Me:Nomhle(Icriedandextendedmyarmssoshe

canhugme)

Nomhle:Everythingwillsoonbealrightdon't

worry(shekeptbrushingmyback)

Ireallydidn'tunderstandwhenshesaid"Everything

willsoonbealright"

Me:Thanksforbeingmysister...thanksverymuch.

Nomhle:Iwillalwaysbebyyoursideandtogether

wecanfightwhateverisbotheringyou.okayletgo

andprepareforschool.

Me:Okayanywaysamfeelingabitbetternow.

(AswewerewalkingIsuddenlysawthatoldwomen

frommydreamstandingbythetree.Shewas



cryingblood.idon'tknowbutIfeltmyheartbrake.I

holdmychestastearsstartedtogashoutofmy

eyes)

Nomhle:HeyLaliareokay...whyareyourhands

coveredinblood?

(ShesaidthatsuprisedandIcouldseeitinhereyes

thatshewasscared.Ilookedatthetreethatwoman

wasstandingbyandshewasnolongerthere.

WhenIlookatmyhandsthebloodwasnolonger

there)

Nomhle:WTFhowisthatpossible...Isawit...blood

...bloodinyourhands...momwastruewhenshe

saidyouhave....

(andthenshekeptquiet)

Me:Ihavewhat?

Nomhle:No...noth...nothing?

(Igrabbedherinherupperarmveryhardandam

sureIleftmarks.Iwasextremelyangry)

Me:ANSWERMEYOUSILLYFOOLWHATDID

YOURMOMSAY?



Nomhle:Youarehurtingme...shesaidnothing..

Me:OhIseeyouwanttoanswermethehardway.(I

wasdragginghertowardsthesametreethat

womenwasstanding.Ireallywasn'tmyselfandi

didn'tknowwhatiwasdoing)

Nomhle:Shesaid....shesaidyouneedtoseea

psychologist.

Me:Oohsoyouandyourfamilythinkancrasy?

..hee?...heee?.

Nomhle:Noshe...sheisworriedaboutyou...they

reallyare.

(Thatmademecomebacktomysenses.Ithan

realisedthatIhavehurtmybestie)

Me:OhhmyGodyouarebleeding...amsoo...sorryI

wasn'tmyselfamreallysorry...Idon'tknowwhat

reallyhappened.(Iwasnowcrying)

(SheattemptedtoleavebutIgrabbedherhand)

Me:Amverysorryfriend...amreallysorryplease

forgiveme.

Nomhle:LALIMIpleaselivemealone.



Me:Okayamsorrybutpleaselistentome.Letme

tellyouwhathappened.

(Shejustrolledhereyes)

Me:ok...soIhadadreamagain...Someoldwomen

Imustrescueher.WhenIsaidIdon'tknowhowto

shesaidIknow.

(Sheattemptedtoleaveagain)

Me:LastlyshesaidImustbecarefulofyou.

(Thatcaughtherattention)

Nomhle:Whatthat'slame...that'sinsanewhywould

IharmyouIloveyou...Iloveyouwithallmyheart.

Me:Iknow...Iknownandiloveyoutoo.Ithinkthat

oldwomeniresponsibleforwhatishappeningto

me.Nexttimewhenshevisitsmydreamsamgoing

totellhertogoandfuckherself.

(Shelaughed...wheewthanksgod)

Nomhle:Stopitokay...

Me:Amsorry...veryverysorryandIwilldoanything

youwantmetodo.Evenifyouwantmetoseea



psychologistIwill.

Nomhle:Iforgiveyou...areyouseriousaboutseeing

apsychologist?

(IjustlaughedbecausesheknowIdidn'tmean

that...Ihateallthepsychologistthingies)

Me:OkayIdidn'tmeanit

Nomhle:Okayfine...let'sgoitalreadylate.

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,07:57]Lynne: INSERT4

4dayslateranditisaSunday.

Lali'sPOV

Nomhle:Sofriendareyoureadyforthetomorrow

Olympia?

Me:Yes...youknowIwasbornready(Thanshe



smile)

Nomhle:Youknowfriendamveryproudofyou.Am

surewhereeveryourmotherisinheavensheis

veryproudofyou.Youareablessingandany

parentwouldlikeyoutobetheirdaughter...

Me:Butnotmydad

Nomhle:Youdon'tneedhiminyourfabulous

life.Lateronwhenyouarefinallyasuccessful

Radiologistoncologisthewillrealisehisloss.

Me:Amreallynotsureifhewillevertreatmelikehis

daughter.ButanywayasyousaidIdon'tneedhim

inmyFABULOUSlife.Ihavespentalmostmyentire

lifewithouthim.

Nomhle:exactly...nowtakeyoursleepingpillsso

youcanrest.Tomorrowwillbealongdayforyou.

Me:Thanksmommy(andthenwebustedupinto

laughter)

Nomhle:Justgoandsleepplease.

Me:OhhbeforeIforgetwhenareyourparents

comingtofetchus?



Nomhle:AssoonastheOlympicsarefinish.

Me:mhhokay.

•AttheKanes•

Kaneishavingapillowtalkwithhiswife

Mrs:SodidyoushowthemLali'sphoto?

Mr:Yes...theylikedherbuthersoontobehusband

wasn'tinterested?

Mrs:Wedon'tcareabouthim...AslongasLaliwill

beoutofourlivesandthefactthatassoonas

theygetmarriedtheywillmovetoGermanyis

makingmehappy.

Mr:Yeahthatreallygreat.

Mrs:LetmesleepbecauseIhavetowakeupearly

tomorrowandmakesureTonyisnotlateforhis

Olympia

Mr:Okaygoodnightmyworld(Andhekissedher

tummy)



TObecontinued.>>>

Thiswasanappreciationinsertfor24followers

Pleaselikeandcomment.

Lovey'll

[06/23,07:58]Lynne: ContinuationofInsert4

*Atanundisclosedlocation*

Kiara:Dadwehavelookedeverywhereforherbut

wecan'tfindfer.

Dad:Ify'llstillwanttolivey'llbetterfindher

becauseifshefindsusfirst....nc...nc...ncy'llknow

whatwillhappenright.

Mike:yesdadweknow...whatifsheisdead?



Dad:Sheisnotdead...Assoonassheturns18her

beastwillstarttoreact.Sowebetterhurrybecause

only1monthisleftforhertoruleandtakeoverthe

world.Andrememberifwegettoherfirstamgoing

totakeallherpowerslikeIdidtohergreat

grandmother.Butitwasabadluckformebecause

thath**hermothermadesurethatIreturnthe

powers.Ijusthateher.

*Atthegirlshostel*

Iwasnowwalkingfaster.

Agilr:WaitLali...Lalipleasewait...Don'tlivethis

placeuntilyouturn18...

Iincreasedmyspeed.

Agirl:Pleaselookatme...Youneedtoprepare

yourselfsomethingbigisgoingtohappen.You

needtosaveher(Pointingatanoldwomen)

Me:Pleaselivemealone...whatdoy'llwantfrom

hee?(Iwascrying)Iknownothingamjustan



ordinarygirl.Iknownothingabouthelpinginhuman

people.

Agirl:Lookatmeandtellmethatstraighttomy

face.

(Iturntolookather)

Me:WTFhowcomeyoulookexactlylikeme

...pleasetellmewhoareyouguys?

Agirl:Wehavebeentryingtogettoyouforalmost

yourlife.wewanttohelpyousothatwhenthe

stormstartsyouareprepared.(Shewasstartingto

fadeaway)whenyounolongerseeusyouwillmiss

us.TakethisIknowyouarehungry.(shewasgiving

mearawliver.Iwantedtofreakoutandrunaway

butsomethingkeptpushingmetotakeit)

(Itookitandwaseatingitslowly.Itfeltlikeitmy

firsttimeeatingsomethingsolid.)

Me:erhh....heythanks...

(Ilookedaroundandshewasnolongerthere)

Iwaswokenupbyanalarm.



Nomhle:Goodmorningsleepyhead.

Me:(yawning)heygoodmorning.

Nomhle:Anynightmares?

Me:(stuttering)night...nightmares?...NoIsleptlikea

baby.

Nomhle:That'sgreatnowgoandtakeashower

becausebreakfastwillbeservednow.

Me:Youcanjustgoandhavebreakfastwithoutme

.Amnotfeelinglikeeatingtoday.

(Iwasactuallyfull.ButIcouldn'ttellherthat

becauseshewasgonnafreakout)

Nomhle:Butyouhavetoeat.Isn'tyouwillbe

writing...

Me:Whenamfullmybraindon'tfunctionperfectly...

(Shejustlaughed)

Nomhle:MyGodyouarecrasyanywaysgobefore

youbecomelate

(Iwenttotakeabath.Ilookedmyselfatthemirror

andmyfacewaspale.)



Me:whatisreallyhappeningtome.WhydidIeat

that.whyGod...Ihopeamnotgoingmad.ithinki

reallyneedtoseeapsychologist.

(Ikeptquiet.)

Me:Okayamnotdreaming...amnotdreaming

right.(Iwashedmyfacewithwater)

Aman:Youarenot.Rememberdenyingwhoyou

arewon'thelpyou.Itwillonlyhurtpeoplenextto

you.RememberAdilaisshorttemperedandmay

harmyour...

(Andthanhedissapeared.WhoisAdila?.WhatI

havetodowithher.)

(RightthenNomhleenters)

Nomhle:Laliareyouokay...whowereyoutalkingto?

Me:NooneIwasjustpracticingtheOhm'slaw...You

knowitreallyconfusemeanditcarriesalotof

marks.

Nomhle:OhbutIthoughtIheardaman'svoice.

Anywaygoandgetdressedbeforeyoubecomelate.



(Somerandomguybumpsintome)

Me:WHAT'SWRONGWITHYOU...can'tyousee

whereyouaregoing...hee?

TheGuy:Amverysorry...CanIaskwherethegrade

11Olympicsheldat?

(Ohsothisguyisheretocompeteletmeteachhim

alesson.Amgoingtogivehimwrongdirections)

Me:Okaygostraightthentakeyourleftthengointo

thatlongpassagethanthefirstroom iswherethey

areheld.

Theguy:Thanksverymuchbeautifulgoddess.

Me:Goorelseyouwillbelateandwon'tfinishthe

test.

(LMAOthatwasfun.Letmegoandstartwriting)

20minslaterentertheverysameguy.Iwantedto

laughbutcouldn't.Anywaysamgonnalaughathim

afterthis.Hesmiledwhenoureyesmet.Fool.



•AtKanes•

Mrs:Whenarewegettingridofthatthinginyour

warehouse?

Mr:Whenthetimeisrightandthereisafriendofmy

that'swanttoseeher.

Mrs:Doyoutrusthim?

Mr:Yeahhesaidthatsheknowshimandthathewill

onlybetakingwantwastookfromhim.Soafterthat

wewillkillherorshouldIsaythatmonster.

Mrs:mhhokaywhenwillthathappen?

Mr:Ithinknextyear.Becausehelivesveryfar.

Mrs:Mhhokay...Godisreallyonourside.Ican't

believewewillbegettingridofLaliandwellher

mother.

Mr:Yeahhey...weneedtomakesurethat

everythinggoesaccordingtoourplan...

*AtLali'sSchool*



Iwasbasicallylaughingathim.

Me:Yhooamgoingtodie...sohowdidyoufindyour

waytothehall.

Theguy:IguesshavingaphonewithGooglereally

helpedme.

Me:Ohok...Sowhat'syourname?

Tony:Tonyandyours?

Nomhle:Lali...Lali.

Me:OhIhavetogomysisteriscallingmebye.

Nomhle:Mhh.okaysowhoisthatguyyouwere

talkingto?

Me:Hisnameis..Ten...TinnyorTonyamnotsure.

Nomhle:Mhhsowhatwerey'lltalkingabout

Me:Iwasjustlaughingathim.Becauseearlieron

hebumpedintomeandaskedfordirections.And

guesswhat...

Nomhle:What?

(Iwasnowlaughingmyassoff)



Me:Igavehimwrongdirections...

Nomhle:Gosh...youaresowrong...thepoorguy

shem..

Me:Hedeservedit...

Nomhle:Sohowwasmathsandlifesciences?

Me:Itwaseasycomparedtotheactualexamwe

wrote.

Nomhle:Mhhokay...sowhenwilltheresultscome

out?

Me:Ithinknextyear.

Nomhle:Whatisthepriceforawinner?

Me:AniPhone11,LaptopandaBursary

Nomhle:OhhmyGod...amjealous.

Me:Anywaysletgo.RememberIstillneedtopack

allmystaff.

•Atkanes•

Tonyjustarrivedandhelooksexhausted.Her



motherwaswatchingTV.

Mrs:heyboy...howwasit?

Tony:ItfeltlikeIwasjustdoingarevision.

Mrs:Mhhyouknowamveryproudofyouhey.

(SheattemptstokisshimonhisforeheadbutTony

quicklymoveshisface)

Tony:Nomomstop.Amnotachildanymore.

Mrs:Sincewhen...hee...youarestillmylittleboy.

Tony:Ohhwhatevermom(hesaidthatgoing

upstairstohisroom)

•Tony'sPOV•

OkayguysamTony.Andamsurey'llknowmy

mother.Sobasicallymyfatherdiedinacar

accident.MrKanemadesurethatIdon'tmiss

him.Likehetreatsmethewayhetreatshisother

childrenanddoeverythingforme.Iwouldnever

tradehimforanything.HemakessureIreceive



goodeducationandbecomesuccessfulinlife.The

bestIcandoistomakehimproud.Iwouldn'task

foranotherdadinmylife.Iwouldvoluntarydiefor

himandhealsomakesmymomhappy.SosinceI

camebackIcan'tstopthinkingaboutthatgirlIsaw

earlier.Herlaughter,hereyesandwellherbody

shape.Icanevenlivemygirlfriendforher.Sheis

somethingelse.ThereissomethingaboutherbutI

reallydon'tknowwhatitis.Ididn'tevengether

name.ButIheardhersistercallingherLali.Ijust

hopeithername.LetmesearchheronFacebook.

Pleaselikeandcomment

Lovey'll andthanksforthesupporty'llare

givingme

[06/23,07:58]Lynne: Insert5

Lali'sPOV



Nomhle'sparentscametofetchus.TobehonestI

don'tlikeherstepdad.Hehasadarkaura.Thereis

somethingunusualabouthim.Everytimewhenour

eyesmeethisturnredandIjustdon'tknowwhyI

amnotfreakedoutaboutallthat.Sowearrivedin

thisbigmansion.Itlookssobeautifulandyoucan

tellthattheyspenttonsofmoneybuilding

it.Nomhle'smotherhasbeenquitesincewearrived

.Hereyeisbruisedandsheisalsolimping.Theway

IseethingsIthinkherhusbandisresponsible.

Nomhle'smom:NomhlepleaseshowLaliaround

andalsoshowher...herbedroom.

Nomhle:Okaymom.

SheshowedmethebedroomandyesIloveit.Itis

paintedingreyandeverythinghasgrey.Sowewere

nowjustwalkingaroundthegarden.Theyhavea

hugegardenitevenhastreesandbeautifulflowers.



Me:Sotellmemoreaboutyourfamily.

Nomhle:erh...there'snothingtotellyouabout

exactlyjustthatmyparentshavebeenmarriedfor4

years.Amtheonlychild.Soyeahthat'sall.

Me:Sowhathappenedtoyourbiologicalfather?

Nomhle:Momsaidhedeniedme.ShesaidIactually

don'tneedhiminmylifeanyway.

Me:ohhamsosorryaboutthat.Sohowisyour

stepdadtreatingyou?

Nomhle:Step...stepdad...he...heisgood...goodto

us.

(Icouldseethatshewashidingsomethingfrom

me.ButIdidn'twanttoquestionheranyfurther

becauseshe'sgoingtosuspectthatImighthave

seensomething)

Me:Mhhokay...Let'sgoinsideamstartingtofeel

cold.

Nomhle:Sure.



(WewentinsideandfoundLali'smotherwatching

TVandreadingabible)

Nomhle'smother:ComesitdownLali.Ineedto

speaktoyou.Nomhletoldmethatyouhave

been...(Nomhlestartedcoughinghysterically)

Nomhleareyouokay?Godrinksomewaterplease

(Andthenshewenttothekitchen)

AsIwassayingshesaideversinceyouwerea

childyouhavebeenhavingnightmares.

(AtthatverysametimeIfeltveryangry.Ifeltlike

mycaninesweregrowingIranintothebathroom

andlookedatmyselfinthemirror.Andyesmy

canineswerelongerthanusualandmymouthwas

startingtobleed.Iwasextremelyangry.Ihearda

knockonthedoor)

Nomhle:Lalipleaseopenup...amreallysorryI

didn'tmeantohurtyou.ItoldmymotherbecauseI

knowshecankeepasecretandsheisalsowilling

tohelpyouregardingyournightmares.

(GuysitnotlikeamoverreactingbutIdon'twant

peopletothinkamcrazy.Iwantedtocomeoutbut



couldn't.Iranacoldshowerandsetdown.Isobbed

untilIwasstartingtofeelcoldwhenItouchmy

mouthIwasbacktonormal.Iclosedtheshower

anddriedmyself.Iworemypjsandwentdown

stares.Theywereallhavingsupper.Ijusttooka

seatandstarteddishingformyselfsinceiwas

extremelyhungry.)

Me:erh...MomIwouldliketoapologizeforthewayI

reactedearlieron.

N'smom:Youdon'thavetoapologizemydarling.I

understand...alotishappeninginyourlifesoyou

havealltherightstoreactthewayyoudid.Iwould

liketoaskyouifdoyoumindtogotochurchwith

ustomorrowsinceitisaSunday?

Me:Achurch?...IneverbeentherebutIwillloveto.

N'smom:Okaysotomorrowwakeupearlysowe

cango.

(Rightafterthatamanwithbodyguardsenters.His

facelooksfamiliarbutIdon'tknowwhoheis.)



Theman:ThanksmrKhumaloforlettingmeknow

...Laligoandtakeyourbagwearegoing.

Me:Waitwhoareyou?

Theman:Ohreallyyoudon'tknowmenow...Iam

yourspermdonor.

(Thathitveryhardanddeep.Thefactthathesaid

that.AndalsothefactthatIcouldn'trecognizemy

ownfather.Iranupstairsintearsandclosedthe

door.Suddenlythelightsgoesoff.Androom

becomenoisy.IheardifferentvoicesandIheldmy

head.Justthanagirlcamethrough)

Thegirl:Iseeyouaresmart.Othershavetoreach

18untiltheytransformbutwithyou...nc...nc...nc

.Justsoyouknowtodayisthelasttimewebother

you.ButbeforewegoIamgoingtotellyouthe

wholetruth.SoIamyourtwinsister...Iwaskilled

byyourfather.OurmomisstillaliveandIthinkit

impossibletosavehernow.Shehasbeen

imprisonedfor25years.Wehavebeentryingtogive

youcluesbutyouchosetoignoreus.Sotheyhave



alreadyplottedherdeath.Rememberifherpowers

landintoevilhandsourbreedisdoomed.Ohhand

alsoyourfriend'sstepdadisworkingwithevil

people.Heisinvolvedinsomecultwheretheydo

sacrifices.Soeverytimewhenyourfriend'smom

fallpregnantshemiscarryandsheisalwaysbeaten

upforthat.Hehasrapedyourfriendnumerous

times.Butamnotthere.Youneedtofindyour

mentor.Icannottellyouwhereheisbutyouare

veryfarfromhim.Youneedtobestrong.The

momentyouacceptwhatyouareitwillbebetterfor

you.

Me:ButwhatamI?whydoIhavestrangedreams?

Thegirl:YouareanAdilaabeastwomen.Youare

thepowerfulcreatureinourbreed.

Me:What?thatcan'tbe...no...noamnotthat

Thegirl:Remberthesooneryouacceptwhatyouare

thebetter.Alsoneverforgetyoufailedourmother

...youhadtimetosaveher...nowgowithyour

fatherorelsethingsaregoingtobeworseforyour

friend'sfamilyandyou.



(Justthenshedisappeared.Therewasalotto

digestrightnow.Ijusttookmybagsandwent

downstairs)

Dad:Yousurelytookyourtimeheee...

(IjustkeptquietandlookedstraightintoNomhle's

stepdadeyes)

Me:(Isaidtomyself)Amgoingtogetyou...you

bursted.

(Onthewaytowhereverhewastakingmeto)

Mrkane:Amgoingtobookahotelforyou.And

tomorrowyouwillhavetotellmewhogaveyou

permissiontogovisityourfriend.Ican'tteachyou

alessonnowbecauseIhavetotakecareof

something.

(Iwonderwhatheistalkingabout.Wechecked

in...insome5starhotel.Itookthekeyandwent

straighttoaroomhebooked.Iclosedthedoorand

startedtounpackmythings)

•Atthewarehouse•



Mrkane:Sorrytokeepyouwaitingcomethis

way.YousaidyouareMr?

"MrOwen"

Mrkane:Okaysotheresheis...Sinceyesterdayshe

nevertransformed.

MrOwen:mhhokayIsee...howlonghaveyoukept

herherefor...

Mrkane:25years...

MrOwen:wowhowdidyoumanagetoimprisonthe

mightyNorabecauseseveraltimesIfailed

MrKane:Rightaftershegavebirth...

MrOwen:MhhIsee...sowhereisherdaughter?

(mrkanewasnowannoyedbyallthequestions)

Mrkane:Idon'tknowintheworldwhostoleher

fromthehospital

MrOwen:What?Howdidthatevenhappen?In

whichhospitalshewasgivenbirthin?

MrKane:Ican'trememberexactly



MrOwe:Iwillcomebacktomorrowtofinishher

.RightnowIhavesomethingimportanttotakecare

of.

Mrkane:Okaynoproblem.

•AttheKhumalos•

MrKhumalo:NomhlegotoyourroomIneedto

speaktoyourmother?

Nomhle:Okay

Mrkhumalo:Okaywhat?

Nomhle:Sir

Mrk:Goodnowgo.

MrK:listenhereandlistenverycareful.Idon'twant

toseethatgirleverinmyhouseagain.okay?

Mrs:okay.

Mrk:Goodnowgoandprepareabathforme.

(Mrkwenttohisofficeandwasnowlostinhis

thoughtsbusytalkingtohimself)



MrK:Ihaveneverbeensoscaredinmy

life.Somethingaboutthatgirlisdangerousandvery

powerful.WhensheisaroundIcan'tevenusethe

spellsIwastaughtbymymaster.ineedtofindout

whatisitthatisupwithher.

Mrs:Everythingisfinenowyoucanhaveyourbath.

MrK:HowmanytimesIhavetoldyoutoknock

beforeyouentermyofficehee.

(Hewasnowholdingherinherupperarmandyou

couldseehewashurtingher.)

MrsK:Amsorryitwon'thappenagain...

•AttheKanes•

Intheirbedroom

Mrs:Dideverythinggoaccordingtoourplan?

Mr:Notyetmylovebuttomorrowithappening.

Mrs:Okay.Sohowdoesthatcurselooklike(lali)



Mr:Shehasreallygrownup...Ireallycannotbelieve

sheisthesamelittlegirlthatIdroppedather

school12yearsback.

(Wasstartingtogetannoyed)

Mrs:That'sgreat...anywaysgoodnightIreallyhada

longday.

MrsKanesPOV

okaysoIammrsKane.motherofTony,Jaseand

Zia.AnaandLaynearemyhusband'ssecondwife

.AndDaisyismyhusband'slatebrotherdaughter.I

lovethemallanyway.SowhenKanewasstill

marriedtohiswifewewerehavinganaffairuntilhe

gotridofher.SoIangrywhenmyhusbandwas

talkingaboutLali.Itfeltlikehestillcareforher.SoI

thinkIhavetofastentheprocessIneedtomake

surehermotheriskilled.ThanIcandealwithher

.SinceTonycamebackhehasn'tbeenthesame

TonyIknow.Ihopeitnotaboutgirls.



Goodnightmylovies...

[06/23,07:58]Lynne: INSERT6

Atthewarehouse

MrOwenandhischildren(MikeandKiara)were

gettingreadywhilemrKanewasjuststandingby

thedoor.

MrOwen:Erh...MrKanepleaseleaveusforfewhour

.Whatweareabouttodoisverydangerousandwe

don'twantyoutogethurt.KillingaStonestalkerisn't

aneasything.

MrK:Okayletmejustgoandcheckuponmy

wife.(Heexits)

MrOwenandhischildrenwentinthebasement.It

wasverydarkandtheyswitchedthelightson.They

wentstraighttothecagewhereLali'smomwas

in.Shewastherelyingdown.Lookingsolifeless.

Shecouldn'tevenmoveherbodyandshewas

chainedalloverherbody.Shehadblackbags



aroundhereyes.Whentheycameclosetoher.She

raisedhereyesandsuddenlyherbodyshook

MrOwen:Well...well...wellwhoknewthatyouwill

enduphere.nc...nc...ncifonlyyoudidn'ttakeall

thepowersIhadIwouldspareyourlife.Iwas

imprisonedbecauseofyouandmypreciouswife

hadtoraisebothmybabiesonherown.Youruined

mylife.Iwassofoolishtothinkthatyoulovedme

.Youmademefallinlovewithyousoyoucantake

backthepowersIwentthroughalottoget.You

playedbeingasuperherobackthanlet'sseewhat

youcandorightnow.

(Hetookoutahydrochloricacidandspilleditonher

leg.Herskinwasslowlyburning.Hetookouta

lighterandburnthermorewherehespilledthe

hydrochloricacid.Thesmellofherskinburning

filledthewholebasement.Hesuddenlyplacedices

onherlegsoLowerthepain)

MrO:Mhhhowwasthat?...niceright



Lali'sM:YouknowJade...Ihavebeenthroughworst

forawhole25yearssowhatyoudoingisnothing.

MrO:Ohhreally...(Hetookoutaknifeandpeeled

herburntskinoff.)

Lali'sM:(shewasnowcrying)Whatdoyouwant

fromme...whatisitthatIhavedonewrongtoyou?

MrO:YoutookawayallthethepowersIhad.You

tarnishedmyreputation.Iwasarespectedmanand

everyonewasscaredofme.Nowanyonethinks

theycandoanythingtome

Lali'sM:Butthepowerswerenotyours.YOUSTOLE

THEM.Theybelongedtomymother.Ihadtotake

thembackandyouwerealsonotusingthemfor

goodreasons.Youkilledallmyfamilymembers

...WhatwasIsupposetodo?

MrO:Areyoureallyaskingmethathee...Ifyoudidn't

takethemwewouldhavegottenmarriedandruled

thewholeworldtogether.

L'sM:Ohhpleasedon'tlie.IfIdidn'ttakethemback

youweregoingtokillme.



MrO:True...yesIwasgonnakill.SosinceIwasnot

abletokillyoubackthen.NowIamgoingtokillyou

.

L'sM:Idon'tcareevenifyoukillmejustnowmy

daughterwillfindyou.Amsurewhenshefindsyou

shewon'tspareyouroldass.Iknowsheisoutthere

lookingforme.Sheknowsthatamgoingtodie

eventuallyandshehasacceptedthat.Sheisnow

lookingforwardintofindingyou.

MrO:ohhreally...I'mnotscaredofherassoonasI

takeyourpowersitwon'tbeeasyforhertokill

me.Sokeepdreamingmylove.(Hewasacting

strong.TheLaliissuereallyshookhim)

L'sM:Youwillneverchange.Youarestilla

coward.Whydon'tyoujustkillmeandletmysoul

restinpeace?

MrO:Don'trushmylove...wearewaitingfor00:00

sothatyourspiritwillnotcomebackandtortureus.

Narrated



•InthemeanwhileLaliwashavingstomachcramps.

Shewasevenstrugglingtobreathe.Herheartwas

beatinghistoricallyhigh.Shewasstartingtovomit

blood•

Lali:Helpanybody...helpmeplease(Nooneheard

herastherewasapartygoingondownstairsinthis

hotel.shewascrawlingasshecouldn'twalk

anymore)what'shappeningtome...Godpleasehelp

me.Letmegetthehotelcellphoneandcall

Nomhle.(Suddenlyherbodyshookandshewasno

longerabletomoveherbodyandshewasnow

crying)Noooo...Nomhleee

Inthemeanwhilethereweretenminuteslefttobe

finally00:00

MrO:Wouldyouliketosayyourlastprayersothat

youcangotoheaven.(shejustkeptquiet)

MrO:ohhsoyounolongerhavemouth...Isn'tyou

weretalkingtoomuchandsayingyouarenot

scaredofdeath.Nowthatitisnearyouarequiet.



L'sM:ohhplease...Amgoingtosaythisforthelast

time...Ifyoukillmenowandtakeawayallmy

powersIsweartomydeceaseddaughterthatyou

willneverfindpeaceinyourlife.Youmaybehappy

tomorrowthatyouhavekilledmeandgotwhatyou

wantedbutneverforgetKARMAisab***.

(Itwasnow00:00)

L'sM:(ShewaslookingstraighttoOwen's

children)Youbothdon'thavetobepartofthis.Don't

followyourdad'sfootstepsbecausey'llgoingtodie

beforeity'lltimeanddieforsomethingy'lldon't

know.

MrO:Enough...Mikecomewiththebottlethatwe

goingtocapturehersoulwith...YouKiaragiveme

myswordIhavebeenpreparingforthisday.

(HewentstraighttoLali'smotherandstabbedher

inherheart.Shedidn'tevenfighthimasthechains

wereveryheavyandverytight.Shetriedto

transformbutcouldn't.Shewasnowcoughing

bloodandalotofbloodwascomingoutofhernose.)



Lali'sM:You...youmay...thinkyou...havewon

...by...bykillingme...butmydaughter...will...will

comeforyou...Shehastoomany...specialpowers

thatnooneinourfamily...has...haseverhad...so

...soIwould...adviceyou...tor...runwhileyoustill

can...andwhen...mydaughterhas...hasfoundyou

...pleasetell...herthat...thatI...Ilovehersomuch

...andyou...yourdayiscoming

(Shedied.Suddenlyathunderstormwasnow

startinganditwasnowraining...Theycapturedher

soulandMrOwenswalloweditandsuddenlylights

wentoffandon.Hiseyeswereturningwhiteand

hisfangswerestartingtocomeout.Hisskin

becameroughandhesuddenlyroaredand

collapsed.Kiaratookoutabottlefullofhuman

bloodandslowlycameclosetothebeasthisfather

hasturnedinto.Shepoureditinitmouthand

suddenlyitregainedstrengthandwasnow

destroyingeverythingaroundit.KiaraandMike

wentoutandlockedthebasement.Theycalled

theiruncleMondreewhoknowshowtoputitinto

sleep.Theywaitedfor3hoursthanhearrived)



Mondree:Whereisit...

(Theyshowedhim.Hegotinandwentstraighttoit

faceandrubbedsomesortofgreenliquidiniteyes

anditwasnowcalmingdown.Hewasslowly

turningbacktohisbodyandthanhefell

unconscious.Mondreewentout)

Mondree:Okayheisnowfine...Mikehelpmetake

himtothecarbecauseheisstillunconscious.

Kiara:Willhebealright?

Mo:Hewilldon'tworryprincess.Itjustthatthe

powershegot...aretoopowerfulwhereasheis

weak.Ineedtoteachhimeverythingaboutbeasts.

(Theywentandtookhimtodocar.Thandroveoff

thehoteltheybooked)

MeanwhileLaliwasslowlytransforming.Shewas

turningintoabeastandhervoicewasbecoming

moredeeper.Shewasstrugglingtotalkandher

mouthwasbleeding.Shesuddenlyfeltarandom

shockinherheartthanshetransformedbacktoher



normalbody.Shefeltasharppaininherheart.Her

breathingrateincreasedandmorebloodwas

comingoutofhermouthandnoise.Shesuddenly

feltnauseousandcollapsed.

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,07:58]Lynne: insert7

☆Atkanes☆

Mr:Howareyoufeelingnowmylove?

(Hewasaskingconcerned.Ashiswifehadpainsin

herstomach)

Mrs:Itbetternow.ButIstillhaveaslightpain.

Mr:Sorrymylove...Tomorrowwewillgoandseea

doctorandcheckhowourbabiesaredoing.

(MrKanesphonering)

Mr:Hello



Thecaller:HellosiryouarespeakingtoKiara.Mr

Owen'sdaughter.

Mr:OhhhowcanIhelpyou?

Kiara:Iwantedtoletyouknowthateverythingthat

wassupposedtobedoneisfinallydone.

Mr:Ohhthatgreat...didy'lltakeherbody?

Kiara:Weleftittheresothatyoucanburyher.

Mr:okaythat'snotaproblem...sowhenamgetting

mymoney.

Kiara:Assoonasdadwakesup...Hewillcallyou.

Mr:okthat'sgreat...

(Andthanhedroppedthecall)

Mrs:Whowascalling?..

Mr:Oh...itwasmrOwe'sdaughter.Shewasletting

meknowthateverythingisdoneandsoonIwillget

mymoney.

Mrs:Sowhatdidtheydotoherbody

Mr:Theyleftittheresowecanburyher.That'sif



youdon'thaveaproblemwiththat?

Mrs:(sheraisedhereyebrow)No...notatall...So

tomorrowafterweseethedoctorwehavetobuya

casketforher.Sothatatnightwecanburyher.Call

theboystocleanthewarehouseandherbody.

Mr:okay...Iwillcalltheminthemorning.

-Itisnowinthemorning-

AttheMartinez

•Odin'sPOV•

Soyeah.IamOdinmrMartinezson.NextyearIwill

bedoingmylastyearinVarsity.SoindetailsIwill

befinallyanOncologist.Ihaveagirlfriendandwe

havebeentogethersincehighschool.Somydad

toldmethathehasarrangedawifeforme.Ionly

agreedbecausehesaidheisgoingtogivemehis

threebusinesses.Andoneofthebusinesses

includeaprivatehospital.SoaslongasIwillbe



richIdon'thaveaproblem.Anywaygettingmarried

tothatgirlwon'taffectorruinmyrelationshipwith

Avani.Idon'tevenknowhowshelookswhenher

dadwasshowingmomherpictureIwasn'teven

interestedanywayIdon'tcarehowshelooks.So

amonmywaytoseemygirlfriend.Igotintoher

penthouseandusedthesparekeyIhad.Iwentinto

herbedroombutshewasn'ttheresoIdecidedto

callher.

Avani:Ohhheybabe

Me:Himyflower...I'matyourapartmentbutyouare

nothere.

Avani:Yeah...myfathercametofetchme.Hewants

metohelpmomwiththepreparations.Isn'tItold

yougranny'sbirthdayisaroundthecorner.

Me:yeahyoudid...butIwasmissingyouhey.

Avani:Ncoomyboyfriendshem...Imissyoutoo

...don'tworryassoonaseverythingisset.Iwill

comeback.

Me:Okaycool.



Avani:Ihavetogonowbyelove...Iloveyousoso

somuch.

Me:Iloveyoumore.

(Andthanshedroppedthecall.ireallymissmyboo

guys.Anywaysletmegotogentsandgrabtwoor

threebottlesofbeer)

•AttheKhumalo's•

(MrsKhumalowasbusymakingbreakfastandher

husbandwasalreadygonetowork.Nomhlewas

stillsleeping.MrsKwenttoherbedroomtowake

herup)

•Nomhle'sPOV•

(AsIwasstillsleeping.Thesunpenetratedmyeyes

andIknowmymomwantsmetowakeup)

MrsK:Wakeup...wakeupmylittleprincess.Imade

yourfavouritebreakfast.



Me:Nomompleaseletmesleep...Iwilleatwheni

wakeup.

MrsK:Imadepancakes,beaconandfriedfish.

(Nomatterwhatpeople.DarkorblueIwillnever

resistpancakes.Ijumpedandwentstraighttothe

bathroomtowashmyfaceandbrushmy

teeth.WhenIgotbackintomybedroommomwasn't

thereanymorebutmybedwasmade.Iloveherso

muchpeople.Sheismyworld.IfIhadpowerI

wouldjustfleeawaywithhertoanywhereaway

fromthismonster.Whoabusesher.SoIdecidedto

takeaquickshowerandworemyboyfriend

Jean,whitevestandpushins.IwishLalihada

phonehey.Ireallymissher.Iwonderhowsheis

doing.SoIwentdownstairstothekitchenand

motherhadalreadydishedupforme.SoItookmy

foodandwenttositwithherinthediningroom.I

startedeating.)

MyM:Sohowisschool.

Me:Schoolisfinemom.Buthowareyou?



(Shestoppedeating)

Mym:Me...me...I'm...I'mfine.

Me:Mompleaseyouneedtotellmethetruth...how

ishetreatingyou?.IknoweverythingbutIwantyou

totellme.

(Shejusttookherplateandwenttothekitchen)

Me:momyouarenotbeingfairpleasetalktome?

(Shejustwenttoherbedroomandlockedherselfin)

Me:Mompleaseopenthedoor...Ididn'tmeanto

pissyouoffbutpleasetalktome.(stillnothing)

Okayfine,sinceyoudon'twanttotalktome.Am

goingtopackallmyclothesandleavethishouse

forever.Andyouwillneverseemeag...(Justbefore

Icouldfinishmysentencesheopenedthedoor)

MyM:Pleasedon'ttalklikethat...ComeinandIwill

tellyoueverything.

Me:Okay.

MyM:YouknowIdon'tevenknowhowtofaceyou.I

feelsoashamedthatIpretendedtonotbelieveyou



.Whenyousaidheusedtorapeyou.Amreally

sorrymylovepleaseforgiveme.

Me:(Icouldfeeltearsthreateningtocomeout)I

forgaveyoulongtimeago.Iknowitwasn'tyour

intention.

MyM:Youknow...Iregreteverything...IwishIdidn't

getmarriedtohim.Mylustandambitionformoney

hadcausedmesomuchpain.Hebeatme,rapeme

anddowhateverhewantstome.Ihavenosay.I

longwantedtokillmyselfbutIthoughtofyou.You

needtostudyveryhardmydarling,gotovarsityand

getawellpayingjobandleavethiscountry.That

wayyouwillfindhappinessandfreedom.

Me:Butwhataboutyoumom...Iwouldneverleave

youwiththatmonster.

MyM:ThatonlyifIwillstillbealivemyangel.ButI

doubtit.Mydaysarenownumberedinthiscruel

world.Everypainthatisinflictedtomeeverysingle

daywillbethecauseofmydeath.

Me:Butmom...can'twedosomething...likekillhim?

MyM:Ihavetriedkillinghimseveraltimes.Idon't



evenknowhowbuthefindsout.

Me:mmh.

MyM:Heissomethingelsemyangel...SomethingI

don'tknowthatisverydangerous.ThatiswhyI

wantyououtofthishellbeforeittoolate.Haveyou

everheardfromLali?

Me:Noshedoesn'thaveaphone.

MyM:Mhhok...Ihopesheisokayanywayletgoand

preparefordinner.

Me:Okaymom.

MyM:Don'tworrymyloveeverythingwillsoonbe

alright.EversinceIcamehereprayerhasbeenmy

biggestweapon.Neverforgettopraymylove...God

listenstoeveryone.Iwasalsoasinnerbyputting

bothourlivesintodangerformoney.

(Weheardfootsteps.iguessheisback)

Me:(whispering)Wehavetogo...Ithinkheishere.

•AttheKanes•



-Narrated-

Mrskanewasbusybathing.Gettingreadytogoto

thedoctor.Whileshewasbathingsuddenlythe

roombecamedark.AMalefigurewasstanding

rightinfrontofher.Shetriedtoscreambutcouldn't.

Themalefiguretookoutawhitepowderandblewit

inhernose.Suddenlymorebloodwascomingout

ofhervaginaandthenshecollapsed.

MrKane:Love...lovewearegettinglate.(Hewentto

thebathroomandfoundhiswifelyingdownand

shewasbuilding.)

No...nopleasemylove...pleasebreathe(Hetook

hertothecarandwenttothehospital)

Nurse....nursehelp...pleasehelp.

Thedoctor:Hurryup...bringastretcher...

(Theytookhertodooperationroom)

Doc:Sirpleasewaitoutsideforher...

MrK:No...noIwon't...youdon'tunderstand...sheis

mywife,sheispregnant...twins...twinsdoctor.



Doc:Youarewastingtime...pleasesitdownand

waitforherhere.

(MrKanecalmedhimselfdown.Andsetonthechair

.Hewaitedforlonguntilhefeltasleep.Itwasnow

inthemorning.Hewaswokenupbythedoctor)

MrK:Doctor...doctorhow...how...howismywife

andkids?

Doc:Yourwifeisoutofdangerbutsheisstillin

comma.

MrK:mybabies...howaremybabies?

Doc:Amsorrybutitwasalreadytoolate.youlost

bothyourbabies.

(Hefelldowntohisknees.Hefeltliketheworldhas

comeintoanend.)

°mr.kane'sPOV°

IfeellikeIfailedherandmybabies.ifmaybeI

cameearlytocheckherifshewasdonegetting



readythiswouldn'thavetookplace.Idon'tknow

howtofaceher.

Me:Why...whyGod...whathaveIdonewrong.Why

wouldyoutakemybabies...why?

(EversinceLaliandhermothercametoourlives

.ourliveshavebeendifficult.Iknowiteitherher

motherorherthatisresponsibleforthis.Amgoing

toteachheralesson.Tony,Ziaandjasecamein

running)

Zia:Dad...dadwhyareyoucrying...whereismom.

..dadspeaktousplease...whereismom?

(Shewasnowintears.HonestlyIdidn'thavetime

forthisIjustwenttomycaranddrovetothehotelI

bookedLaliIn.)

Me:Iamgoingtokillhertoday..

(AfterwhatfeltlikeawholedayofdrivingIarrived

.Parkedmycarandwentstraighttoherroom.itried

toopenbutitwaslocked.Iknockedbutstill.iwent

tothereceptionistandaskedforasparekey.Iwent

inside.Tomysurprisetheywasbloodonthefloor.I

followedit.Ifoundherlyinginapoolofbloodnext



toasofa.RightthanIdidn'tknowwhattodo.)

Me:Whatisreallyhappening?

(Iwantedtohelpher...butthanwhatifsheis

trickingmeandwanttobiteme.Ijustcalledthe

securitiesandtheytookherthehospital.iwentto

barandorderedalotofalcohol.Ireallydon'thave

strengthtofaceallthis.)

•Atanundisclosedlocation•

Thecultmembersweremeeting.

MrK:here...herearethelittleonesheart.

Theirmaster:Good...goodverygood.Youbothdida

goodwork(implyingtoMrkhumaloandmrs

Dube.Theyweredressedinblack.SoMrkhumalo

useddarkmagictomakemrsKanemiscarry.They

wentandstolethebabiesfromthehospitaljust

beforethebabieswereevenbath.NB:Ifyouguys

remember.LAlihadadreamwhereawomanwas

dressedinblackcaringababycoveredinblood)

Theirmaster:mhh...twins...reallygoodforthe



Sobaba(Averybigsnakethatfeedonhuman

blood.Thatmakesthemallrich)butthereis

somethingdangerousthatthesebabieshad

brought.Ican'treallyseewhat...anywaysletmego

andfeedhim.

•AttheKhumalo's•

-MrsK'sPOV-

Iwasseatingonthebedreadingmybible.Hecame

dressedinallblackandhishandswascoveredin

blood.Ijustkeptmybibleundermypillowbecause

hehateit.Ididn'tevenaskhimanything.Ijust

switchedoffthesidelampandclosedmyeyes.I

heardwaterrunning.okaysoheistakingabath.I

wonderwhohejustkilled.Ifeelsorryforthefamily

thathasjustlostalovedone.Iclosedmyeyesand

silentlyprayed.

Him:YouknowIhatethatsopleasestopit.



(But...but...butIwasprayingsilently.Godhowdid

heknow.whathaveIgottenmyselfinto.)

Me:Amsorry...Doyouwantmetowarmyourfood.

Him:Whatdidyoucook?

Me:Stirfry.

Him:OakyIwantspinachandwors

Me:But...okayIwillmakeit.

(Iwenttothekitchenandstartedmakingthe

spinach.Nomhlecamedownstares)

Nomhle:Letmehelpyou...

Me:Noitfinemydear.Iwillmanagegoandsleep.

Nomhle:nomomitfineIwillhelp.anywayamnot

feelingsleepytoday.

Me:okay...ifyouinsist.

(WestartedsingingourfavouritesongUmusaby

ĹeboSekgobela)



•Atthehospital•

Mrkanecamebackverydrunkanddemandedto

seehiswife

Tony:Dadplease...pleaselet'sgohome.Momwill

befineandwewillallseehertomorrow.

MrK:OkayatleastcanIseemybabies...okay?

Ijustwanttotouchtheirsoftskinforthelasttime

andalsonamethem.(Hewasnowintears)

Jase:Erhe...(helookedatTonyandtheyboth

nodded)Youwillseethemtomorrow.Italreadylate.

MrK:no

Jase:Dadpleasestopdoingthistoyourself.Mom

wouldbeverydisappointedifsheweretoseeyou

behavinglikethis.Let'sgonow(Theytookhimto

thecarandJasedrove.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

Anotherinsertwillbepostedlater.

[06/23,07:58]Lynne: insert8



IthasbeenaweeksincelaliandMrskanehave

beeninacoma.Mrkanehasbeenlivinginthe

hospitalsothatwhenhiswifewakesupfindshim

there.MrOwenpaidhimhismoneyandevengave

himanextraamount.HeburiedLali'smotheratthe

cemetery.

•MrkanePOV•

Me:(Hewastalkingtohiswife)Youareselfishnow

mylove.itbeenawholeweekandthere'sstillno

change.Wearesupposetobegoingthroughthis

together.Pleasedon'tdomelikethis.Thechildren

needyou.Theymissyouverymuch.Youreallyneed

towakeup.Eversinceyouwentintoacomamylife

havebeenamess.ievenstoppedgoingtothe

office.Youmeantheworldtome.Ifeelempty

withoutyoumylove.Ourbabiesbodieswerestolen.

Idon'tevenknowwhowoulddosuchthing.Iwould

sayItLalibutsheisalsoinacoma.ican'tdothis



anymore...ireallyneedyou...itriedtolookatthe

camerasbuttheyshownnothing.ireallydon'tknow

whatisgoingon...ButmaybeithinkitKarma...I

haven'tbeengoodtoLali...Butitwasn'tmy

intentionafterIsawwhathermothercanturninto

...istartedtohateher...ButrightnowIregretevery

badIhavedone.Killingmysecondwife.ithinkGod

isreallypunishingme.

•MrsKane'sPOV•

Iwasinaverybeautifulandquiteplace.Iwaswith

mylatefather.

MyF:Youknow...youneedtowakeupbeforeittoo

late.Therearedarkspiritsroamingaroundherethat

wecan'tsee.Theygoingtocaptureyoursouland

useittodoevilthings.

Me:ThatcanIaskyousomething?

MyF:Sure

Me:Doesmyhusband'sdaughterhaveanythingto



dowiththis?

MyF:Ireallydon'tknowmybaby...whaticantellyou

is...Somedarkmagicwasused.

Me:Butdadwhowoulddothattome?

MyF:Itnotevenyour...hejustwantedto...

(Suddenlyeveryplaceturnsdark.Peoplewerenow

running)

Me:Dad...dadwhat'sgoingon?

MyF:Go...go...gomydear...pleasegothatway

everyoneneedsyou.

(Rightthanifeltlikethesunwaspenetratingmy

eyesandmythroatwasverydry.Iopenedmyeyes)

Me:Water...water

MrK:Baby...baby...ohthanksGodyouareawake

...water...water...yousaidyouwantwater...oky

(Hegavemewater.MyGodhelookslikeahobo

andwonderwhoheleftourbabieswith.Hewent

andcalledthedoctor.)

Doc:Okysirpleaseleaveus...sowecandocheck



upsonher.

MrK:Okay

《MrKanePOV》

Ifeltlikejumpingtoherandkissheralloverher

bodyfordearlife.Ireallymissedmywifepeople.I

wasjustincompletewithouther.Hereisaproblem.

HowamIgoingtotellherthatshemiscarried.

Worstofitallsomeonestolethem.ireallyneedto

findthatperson.AndIsweartoGodwhenIfindhim

amgoingtokillhim/her.Butwhocoulditbe.Mr

Owen?...buthewouldneverdothattomeafterI

havehelpedsomuch.Anywaysthedoctorcame

out

Me:Howisherhealthdoctor?

Doc:Sheisperfectlyfine...wecanevendischarge

hernowifyouwant.

Me:okay...wherecanIsignthedischargingform?



Doc:Iwillbringthemtoyou...ohbeforeIforget

thereissomethingIneedtotell...canwegotomy

office?

(Okaythatsoundsserious.)

Doc:SoMrKaneyourwifewillneverbeabletocarry

ababyforafull9monthscause.Heruterusis

destroyedwhichiswhatallowsforadevelopment

ofthefoetus

(Ifeltlikekillingmyselfrightatthisspot.Whythis

nowwhy?HowamIgoingtotellherallthis

.BecauseifIdon'tandshefindsoutamgoingtobe

indeepshit.)

Doc:Butthat'snottheendoftheworldfortheboth

of.you'llcanstillhavebabiesthroughsurrogate

andotherwaysofmakingit.

MrK:That'snotaproblemdocbut...howamIgoing

totellher...

Doc:letmejustgiveyouapieceofadvice...tell

her...actuallypleasetellhershedeservestoknowit

herbodyanyway...Afteryouhavetoldher

everythingtakehertoapsychologist...BecauseI



knowshewon'tbeopento...sheneedssomeoneto

talktososhecanpassthistragedythathastook

place.

MrK:Itgoingtobedifficult...

Doc:Andpleasebewithhereverystepofherway

...lethergriefanddistressinherownway.Evenif

shedrinkswinelether...IknowIshouldn'tbe

sayingthat...Butshehasbeenthroughsomuch

sheneedsto...likereally.Samethinghappenedto

mywifeandididn'tletherdowhatshewanted

whenshewasgoingthroughalot...Sheeventually

triedtokillherself...whatImeanisletherbe...if

shewantstonottoshareabedroomwithyoulet

herbe...Butneverleaveher...showherthatyou

sympathizewithherandthatyousupporther.

Mrk:ThanksDocIthinkIknowwhattodonow...

Doc:Ohh...Iheardthattheyoungladywhowas

admittedhere...sheisyourdaughter...

MrK:yessheis...

Doc:Sheisstillincomaandwereallydidnotfind

whatiswrongwithher...Ithinkyouhavetodecide



whatmustbedone...Doweswitchthemachinesoff

orwaitalittle

MrK:Nonodon'tswitchthemoff(MrMartinezwould

killme...wehavealreadyfinalizedourdealwhatis

leftisforthemtogetmarried)

Doc:Oaky...herearethedischargingforms

(Isignedthem.)

Doc:Okayyoucannowgoandtakeyourwife

(Iwentstraighttoherwardshewasjuststaringinto

space.itookherhand)

Me:thanks...thanksmylove...forwakingupthank

youverymuch...

Her:Imissedyou...anywaypleasegoandshave

...Youwillscaremybabies...anywaywherearethey

Ireallywanttoseethem.

Me:They...theyare...theyareathomewith...with

others..

Her:Ican'twaittoseethem...whenamIbeing



discharged?

Me:ri...rightnow...wecango

Her:ohh...letmetakemythings..areyoualrightwhy

areyousweatinginthiscold..

Me:Sweating?...itno...nothing...Amgood...

(Itookourbagsandputtheminourcarthanwe

droveoff)

Me:CanwegrabsomethingfromMacdonald...

Her:butIreallyneedtoseemybabies...

Me:Don'tworrymyloveyouhaveallyourlifetobe

withthem(lyingtoherwasreallybreakingme...Her

eyesarefullofjoy...shecan'twaittotouchher

babies...butwhichbabiesmylord...whichexactly.

..theonesthatyoutookthemawayfromus)

Her:Areyouokay...mydoyouhavetearsinyour

eyes...iseverythingokay

Me:yeahsure...everythingisfine...ijustcan't

believeyouareherewithme(Ikissedhercheek)

Her:AndIgaveyoutwopreciouspearls



Me:Letmegoandorder?

~MrsKane~

Icouldseeinmyhusband'seyesthatsomethingis

botheringhim.Ijusthopehedidn'tcheatonme.He

wouldn'tdaremego.WhereasIjustgavehimtwo

babies...hee...hecan'tevenlookmestraightintomy

eyes.Whenwegethomeamgoingtoaskhim.i

havebeentryingtorememberwhatreallyhappened

onthatday.TomysurpriseIremembernothing

...nothingatall.whatmyfathertoldmereally

scaredme.ihopeitwasnotLalibecauseofither...I

sweartothealmightyGodammakillher.my

husbandgotbackandhesetdown.Weweren'teven

lookingateachother.Somethingisnotrighthere.

Me:Areyouokay?

Him:Yes...Itoldyouearlier...HOWMANYTIMES

AREYOUGOINGTOASKMETHEVERYSAME

QUESTIONS?HEE?

(Noweveryonewaslookingatus.Ireallydon'tknow

whatIhavedonewrong.ijustwantedtoknowifhe



isreallyfine.itseemsheisveryangry.ourorder

cameandIjusttookmyfoodandstartedtodigit.I

amveryhungry)

Him:Iamsorry...amverysorryforshoutingatyou.

(I,justkeptquiet)

Him:Amverysorryitjustthatmymindis

occupied...Alothashappenedwhileyouwerestillin

coma

(Godhecheated)

Me:I,know...youcheatedonme.

(Heraisedhiseyebrow)

Him:What?Iwouldneverdothattoyou.YouknowI

loveyouwholeheartedly.Iwouldneverdothat.

(Phew...Whatarelief...Ithoughthecheated...I

couldseeitinhiseyesthathereallymeantwhathe

said.Butstillsomethingisreallybothering

him.Anywayitwasgettingtoolate.Wefinishedour

foodandwentstraighthome)

~Odin'sPOV~



Iwasjustchillingwithmybabe...wewerejust

watchingamovieandhavinglittleconversation.

Me:WhatwouldyoudoifIaskedyoutomarryme?

Avani:MyGod...Iwouldjustandkissthestars...you

knowbabeIreallyloveyou.Ireallywishthatsome

daywecangetmarriedandhavebabies.youaremy

rideordie...Iwoulddieforyou.Anywaywhyareyou

askingmethat?

Me:Noitnothing...Ijustwantedtoknow...ifmaybe

likeIgotoGermanywhenIfinishmystudieswould

youcomewithme?

Avani:Yesofcourse...Awayfromourbothfamilies.

..Iwouldkillforthattohappen.

(Shereallylovesmeguys.Iwillneverbreakher

heart.Sheismyeverything.Iwillsoonneedtotell

aboutmyplan)

Avani:Youknowbabe(shewasyawning)Amfeeling

sleepynow.

Me:Let'sgoandsleepamalsotired.

(IswitchedofftheTVandwenttoconfirmthatall



windowsanddoorsareclosed.itookherbridalstyle

andplacedherontopoffthebed.Westartedtokiss

sopassionately.ShewasnotundressingmeandI

wasdoingthesame.shelayedwithherbackandI

wentstraightdowntomysacredplace.Ikissedher

thighsandwentstraighttomuffher.Shewasbusy

moaning.AndthatdrovemecrazyandIfastened

mypace.Sheorgasmedandherbodyshook.i

cleanedherwithmytongueandwentstraighttoher

face.Ikissedhermakinghertasteherself.iloveher

somuchpeople.Sheismylifeandamnotableto

lookatanywomanbuther.Sheissomethingelse.

Differentfromothergirls.ikissedherfordearlife

andputmythingyintoher.Iwentslowlyintoher

.Shewabusycallingmynamesonicelyand

increasedmypace.Therestishistory)

~AttheKanes~

MrandmrsKanejustgotbackandallherchildren

huggedherTheywereveryhappytoseeher.

Mrs:Okay...okaypleaseletmegonowIwanttosee



mybabies.

(Thewholeroomwentsilent)

MrK:Lovecanwetalkinourbedroom.

Mrs:No.Iwanttoseemybabiesfirst

Mrk:Youwillmylovebutfirstlettalk.itveryurgent.

Mrs:Okayandyoubettertellmewhatisbothering

you.

(Theywentupstairs.MrKanelockedthedoorand

theysetonthebed)

Mrk:mhh(Hewasclearinghisthroat)

YouknowIloveyouright?(shenodded)Iloveyou

withallmylife.IfanyonetriestoseparateusI

wouldkillthatpersonwithmyhands.Sowhatam

abouttotellpleasedon'tblameyourselfitwas

boundhappen.Doyourememberwhathappened

thatnight(Shenoddedno)OkaysoItookyoutothe

hospitalasyouwerebleedinghistorically.Iwaited

forlongoutsidetheoperationroom.Untilthedoctor

cameandwakemeup.Hetoldmethatyouwere

outofdangerbutyouwerestillincoma.



Mrs:Okay?

Mrk:But...buthesaiditwasalreadytoolate...So

ourbabiesdidn'tmakeit.

Mrs:(Shewasnowintears)WHAT?...no...nothat's

notpossible.Yousaidmybabiesarehere

Mrk:Ihadtolietoyoubabe...pleaseforgiveme

Mrs:Why?...whymeGod?...SocanIatleastsee

theirbodies.

Mrk:They...theywerestolenmylove...stolenfrom

thehospital...

Mrs.:Whatthat'sinsane...whowoulddothat?

MrK:Idon'tknowmylovebutamstilllookingfor

thatperson.Thedoctoralsotoldmethatyouwill

neverbeabletocarryababyforfullninemonths.

Mrs:Godwhy...whyme?.whathaveIdoneto.it

wasfirstmybabiesnowthis.iknowwhois

responsibleandamgoingtokillherto.

Mrk:Who?

Mrs:Lali...Iknowsheisresponsibleforallthis.Am



suresheisrevengingforhermother'sdeath.And

pleasedon'tstopmeIneedtodealwithheronce

andforall.

Mrk:Buthowmylove...shedidn'tevenknowher

motherwasalive.Worstofitallsheisalsoina

coma.

Mrs:What?(Sheheldherhead.Asshewasstarting

torememberwhatreallyhappenedtoher.Suddenly

shehadaheadache)

MrK:Love?Areyouokay?What'sgoingon.

(Shethanfainted.MrKcalledthedoctor.Thedoctor

arrivedandcheckedherup.)

Doc:Herbloodpressureisveryhigh.Ithinksheis

stressed.Sheneedstorest.Pleasegivehersome

time.

Mrk:Okaydocthanksverymuch.Jasepleasewalk

himout.

(MrKanewasjustlookingathiswife.Andsuddenly

hefeltasleep.)



Itwasnowinthemorning.

Mrk:Goodmorningmylove.Ibroughtyoubreakfast.

Howareyoufeelingrightnow.

Mrs:Better.Irememberedwhathappenedonthat

night.

MrK:Whathappened?

Mrs:WhileIwasbathinglightsstartedflinging.And

thantheroombecamedark.WhenItriedtosee

whatwasreallyhappening.IsawaMalefigure

standingrightinfrontofme.itriedtoscreambut

couldn't.Myvoicewasn'tcomingoutrightthanI

feltaliquidgoingdownmylegsandIknewIwas

bleeding.Suddenlyitblewawhitepowderinmy

eyesandwasbleedinghistoricallyandthanI

collapsed.

(MrKdidn'tknowwhattosayordo.Hejustkept

quiet)

Mrs:itwasnotLali...Somedarkspirithasfallen

uponus...weneedtobecareful.Pleasecallmrs

KhumaloandtellheraboutwhathappenedtoLali.i

feellikeshedeservestoknow.



■MrsKhumalo'sPOV■

ShejustreceivedacallfromMrkane.Tellingher

aboutLali'scondition.

Me:NomhleweneedtogoandseeLali.Ithinkshe

needsourprayer.

Nomhle:Hewon'tallowustogo.

Me:Heisgoingforaweekoutofthecountryfor

somework.Iheardhimtalkingtoaphone.

Nomhle:Okaysowhenisheleaving?

Me:Today...hebookedalateflight.Sowewillvisit

lalitomorrow.Iwonderwhathappenedtoher.

Nomhle:Ijusthopeitdoesn'thavetodowithher

nightmares.

Me:Allwecandoistoprayforher...sheisreally

young...Shestillhavelifeaheadofher.

Nomhle:Yeahhey.



Pleaselikeandcomment

HaveablessedSundayeveryone

[06/23,07:59]Lynne: INSERT9

(Notedited)

☆MrsKanePOV☆

TobehonestIamnotnotfeelingwellphysically

andemotionally.Ihavebeenlyingtomyhusband

thatamdoingfine.Hereallytriestomakemeforget

abouteverythingbutIcan't.Ijustcan't.Andthefact

thatIwon'tbeabletocarryanybabyfornine

months.justbreaksmyheart.Ifeellikeaguitar

withnostringsandalsoshuttered.Iknowwhenthe

timegoesonMyhusbandwillwantasecondwife.I

knowhowmanareandIwon'tevenblamehimifhe

decidesto.IknowIwillbeheartbrokenbutIcan't

stophimfrombuildingabigandwarmfamily.

Wasn'titenoughtokillmybabiesthattheydecided



tostealthem...Why?...WhymeGod?...IknowI

haven'tbeenagoodhumanbeingbutIdon't

deserveallthispain...mybabiesGod...why?Ididn't

evengetachancetoholdthemnorseethem

.AlmightyyoushouldhavejusttookLaliinsteadof

mybabies.Sincesheistheblacksheepofthe

family.Shedoesn'tdeservetolivemylord.Ever

sinceshewasbornshehasbeenaproblemor

shouldIsayacurse.Allthathashappenedtome

hasreallymademeweakandIdon'tthinkIwillbe

abletojustforgetandmoveon.

MrkanePOV

YesIamatworkbutIreallycan'tconcentrate.Ifeel

veryguiltyabouteverythingthathappened.Andthe

factthatIcan'tfindthepeoplewhowere

responsible.Ifeellikeaweakloser.Ifeellikenow

peoplewon'trespectmeliketheydidbefore.Ithink

someoneisusingmyweaknesstogetmeofwhich

ismyfamily.ButwhocoulditbebecauseifI



rememberclearlynonofmyenemiesarealive

besidesmyolderbrother.WhomIdon'tknowwhere

intheworldheis.Ihopeitnothim...ireallyhope

heisnotbackforrevengebuthewouldneverdo

that...hereallydoesn'twanttokillmebecauseifhe

wantedtohewouldhavekilledmelongtime

ago.Butwhowoulddaremeandmesswithmy

family.Everyoneisnotsafenow.IthinkIhaveto

increasethesecurityathome.Allofmychildrenwill

nowbehomeschooled.Goinghomejuststresses

memore.MywifeGod.sheisnotherself.Shehas

nowlostweight.Thesaddestpartofitallisthat

whenIaskhershejustsaysheisfine.Sheonly

answerswhatIaskher.Ireallymissmy

bubble,beautifulandalwayssmilingwife.Eventhe

kidsarestartingtogetaffected.Theynowstayin

theirroomsandonlycomedownstairstotakefood

andgobacktotheirrooms.Ijusthopethistragedy

thathappenedinourhomewon'taffecttheir

studiesandwhenthetimegoesoneverythingwill

gobackasitwas.



>>InthemeanwhileMrsKhumaloandNomhlewere

ontheirwaytovisitLaliinthehospital.Theyarrived

andwenttothereceptionist.Theyaskedwherethey

canfindherward.Anursecamethroughand

insistedtoshowthem.<<

Nomhle:OhhmyGod...mybestfriend(Hertears

werethreateningtocomeout)Justlookathow

innocentandbeautifulshelooks.MomIreallymiss

her.Especiallywhenshewouldjustsnapatmefor

nothing.Andwhenwewouldgossipaboutother

people.IfeellikeIamtheoneresponsibleforthis...

MrsK:Nomylove...don'tblameyourself

Nomhle:No...nomom...ifIdidn'taskhertovisitme

allofthiswouldn'thavehappened...butmomwhy

wouldyourhusbandnotwantmyoneandonly

bestietovisitme...hee?Somethingisreallyfishy

here...Iwonderwhathappenedtoher...Ihopeher

dadisnotresponsibleforallthisbecauseifshe

doesn'tmakeit...IswearonmylifeIwillmakehis

likealivinghell...



MrsK:Butwhywouldherdaddothat?

Nomhle:Theyblameherforallthemisfortuneand

badthingsthattheyhadencompassed.Theycall

herablacksheepofthefamilyandacurse.Atleast

inthecommasheisresting.Shehasbeenthrough

somuchherlifehasbeenreallytough.

(Anursecamein)

Nurse:Excusememam...butthevisitinghoursare

over.

MrsK:Okaythanksforlettingusknowbutcanyou

pleasegiveustwominutesmore...

Nurse:AmsorrybutIcan't

MrsK:Wejustwanttoprayforherandthanwecan

leave.

Nurse:Okaybutpleasemakeitquickbecauseit

againsttherule.(andthanshewentout)

Mrsk:Okaylet'scloseoureyesandprayforhermy

child...letholdherhands...FatherIcometoyouas

yourchild.GodIhavebeenthroughalotbutwith

yourgoodnessandgloryImanagedtoovercome



mytroubles.GodIkneelbeforeyouandpleaseyou

toshowyourgloryandgreatness...pleaseGodsave

yourchild.Shehasbeenthroughsomuch.Shehas

experienceddifficultiesinherlife.Sheisstillyoung

myLord...Shestillhavedreamstofulfill.Shehas

beenthroughsomuchforayoungwomanshe

is.EversinceshewasachildmyLordshehasnever

foundpeace...Mylordyoutookhermotherwhen

shewasveryyoung...nowwhythis?...whymy

lord?...Godhereisyourtemplepleaseguideitsoul

andbringitbacktoherbody...AlmightyGodletyour

spiritdwellinherbodyandfightwhateverevilis

beingformedagainsther...Fightherbattlesmylord

andalsomakeherdadfindaspaceinhisheartto

loveherandtreatherlikehisown.Inthenameof

GodandhissonAmen.

Nomhle:Amen.

<<Andthantheywentbackhome>>

•MrKanePOV•



Iwasnowbackfromtheoffice.Iamreallytired.I

thinkIshouldstartworkinghereathome.Allthe

lightswereswitchedoff.iguesseveryoneis

sleepingletmejustgoandgrabfewdrinksfromthe

barintown.iwentthereorderedabottleofwhiskey

andices.Ithenwenttolookforanemptytable.And

Ifoundit.itwasatthebacknoonewillbotherme.I

willjustsithereandhavemypeace.Theywere

playingareallysoftmusic.Isetdownthanthe

waitercamethroughwithmyorder.

Thewaiter:Ifyouneedsomethingelsefeelfreeto

ask.

Me:Okaythankverymuch.

(AsIwassitting.Lostinmythoughtsavery

beautifulandwelldressedwomancameandsit

rightinfrontofme.Icouldn'tevenutterasingle

word.Icouldseehermovingheryummy,juicyand

pinklipsbutIjustdidn'tknowwhatshewassaying

.Shelookedveryirritatedorannoyedwhichiswhat



madeherevencuter.Awaitercametomytable)

Thewaiter:Iseverythingokayheresir?

Me:What?..no...nonothingiswrong?

Thewaiter:ThanwhyareyoushoutingMam?

TheLady:Youknowifthisassholedidn'tparkhis

cartooclosetomy...Iwouldn'tbethisangry...I

can'topenthedriver'sdoorbecauseofhiscar

.Whatirritatesmemoreisthatheisnotsaying

anything.

(FortheveryfirsttimeinmylifesinceIwasborn.I

haveneverbeeninsultedbyawomen.What's

strangeisthatIamjustquietunabletoputherin

herplace)

Me:Ehhh....Iamreallysorryletmegoandmove

it(WHAT?whatdidIjustsay.Me?Apologizetoa

rudewomen.Isitbecauseofherbeautythatis

makingmethisvulnerable.Oristhiswhiskeyam

drinking.It'sstartingtomakemedrunk.)



TheLady:Hurryup...

(Iwentoutandparkedmycarwheretherewasno

carsparked)

TheLady:Thanks.

(Ijustkeptquietandattemptedtoleavebutshe

touchmyhand.Ifeltashocklikesomeonewas

burningmeusingelectricity.Myheartbeat

increased.iheldmychest)

Thelady:Sir...areyoualright?...doyouneed

something?

Me:Wa...wat...waterplease.

(Iwasnowbalancingbythewall.Shewentintothe

bartoaskforwater.)

TheLady:Heredrinkthewater.

(IdrankthewaterIwasnowfeelingbetter.She

helpedmeup)

Me:Thanksverymuchiamfeelingwellnow.

TheLady:...ohh...AnywayIwantedtoapologizefor



thewayIspoketoyou.Somethingheartbreaking

happenedtome.

Me:Caretoshare?

TheLady:Surewecangrabafewdrinks.

(Wewentinside.AndsetwhereIwassitting.I

couldn'ttakemyeyesofher.Shereallyhasagood

bodyshape.Shelooksabityoungerthanme)

Me:Sowhat'syourname?

TheLady:Michaela...buttheycallmekayla.

Me:MhhIsee...sowhereareyoufrom?

Kyla:FromAustralia.

Me:MyGod...what'sbringsyouhereinGauteng?

Kayla:(shelookeddownandIcouldseetearsform

inhereyes.iheldherhands.Oo...shehadaringin

herfinger.okaythat'smeanssheismarried.islowly

removedmystupidhandsfromhers)

Me:Talktomewhathappened...youcantrustme

Kayla:Soihavebeenmarriedtomyhusbandfora

whole10fuckingyears.SobasicallyIfoundouthe



hasbeencheatingwithmystepsisterandthatthey

areexpectingababy.

(Shesuddenlytried.Ididn'tknowwhattodo.Ijust

wenttositnexttoherandmadeherlieonmychest)

Me:Hedoesn'tdeserveyou...youaretoobeautiful

toworryaboutamanwhodoesn'tvalueprecious

things.IfIwashimIwouldalwayscelebrateyou

andloveyoueternally.Youareararediamond.That

onecannotfindeasily.(OkayIdon'tknowwhyIam

sayingallthesethings.ButreallywhenshecriedI

feltmyheartbrakeintopieces.Whowouldcheaton

thiscuteandsweetsoulthough.Somemanydon't

knowthevalueofawifeuntilsheisgone.Rightthan

myphonerang)

Me:mhh...mhh(Iwasclearingmythroat.Itwasmy

wifecalling.Iwonderwhatshewantsnow.Like

reallyIamtiredofbeggingherasstobeopento

me.)

Her:Whereareyou?

Me:Iamcoming.

(AndthanIdroppedmycall)



Me:Erhh...KaylaIhavetogonow(Icalledthe

waiterandpaidforthebill)...itwasreallyniceto

meetyou.

Kayla:Thanks...thankyouverymuchforyour

comfortingwords.Safejourney.

Me:Youtoo...

(Iwentstraighttomycaranddrove.ohhShitIforgot

toaskforhernumbers.Iwentbacktothebarbut

hercarwasnolongerthere.Ifeltlikeshootingmy

selfrightnow.AnywayItookmyheartbrokenass

anddrovebackhome)

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,07:59]Lynne: insert10

>>AttheKane'shouse<<

Mrkanejustarrived.Hiswifewassittinginthe



diningroomwatchingTVandhavingaglassofred

wine.

MrsK:Ohhhyouareback...(shewasonherwayto

hughim.Justwhenshewasabouttohughima

differentperfumehithernostrils.)

MrsK:Sowherehaveyoubeen...Becauseyou

alwayscomehomeearly?

(MrKjustkeptquietandwentupstairs.She

followedhim)

MrsK:Areyougoingtoanswermeornot?

Mr:YOUKNOWWHAT...IAMTIREDOFYOU...IAM

JUSTTIRED.AMIACHILDNOWTHATIHAVETO

REPORTTOYOUWHENIAMGOING

SOMEWHERE?...HEE?

-Hiswifejustkeptquiet

MrsK:OKAYSOTHISISHOWTHINGSAREGOING

TOBEFROMNOWON?...HEE?..YOUGOINGTO

COMEHOMELATEANDTELLMESHIT

?...HEE?...YOUHAVEBEENBUSYWITHYOUR



WHORES...ANDFORGOTTHATYOUHAVEAWIFE

THATJUSTLOSTHERBABIESANDWON'TBE

ABLETOHAVEONEHEE?.

MR:(hesaidcalmly)youlistentomecarefully...you

don'ttalktomelikeyouarespeakingtoyour

friend...youheardme?(shejustnoddedashewas

givingheranintimidatingeye)nowleaveme

alone...Iamverytired...Ihadalongday.

(Hejustwenttothebathroomandtookashower)

MrsKanePOV

Ijustdon'tknowwhattosay.Idon'tknowhowto

feel.Myhusbandhasnevertalkedtomelikethat.i

amreallyheartbroken.Ineverthoughthewould

cheatonme.okayIknewthathewilleventually

cheatbutnotthissoon.Heistheoneatfaultbuthe

isbusyshoutingatme.Imighthavealso

disrespectedhimbutIdiditoutofanger.Likeany

womanwouldbeifherhusbandcheated.Isitmy

faultthatIwon'tbeabletocarryababy?...no.so



whymustIsuffer.WhywouldGodpunishmelike

this.Justwhenheissupposetosupportmeheis

busywhoringaround.Ihavesupportedhiminevery

stephetook.Aftersolongwehavebeenmarriedhe

decidestocheatnowjustwhenIneedhimthemost.

Itwasnowinthemorning.Lali'sconditionwasstill

thesame.Thedoctorhasnowdecidedtoswitch

offthesupportingmachines.Theyarejustwaiting

forthegoaheadfromMrKane.Thehospitalhas

beentryingtocallhimbuthisphoneisswitchedoff.

《Atanundisclosedarea》

"Laliyoureallyhavelearnedsomuchinashort

period.Sometakethemayeartounderstandand

beabletousetheirpowers.Youhavelearnthowto

defendyourselfandhowtofightyourenemy.I

havealsotaughtyouhowtoputyourbeasttosleep.

Youmustalsobeabletocontrolyouranger.

Becauseyourangercanbeyourmostdownfall.You



mustalsofinditinyourhearttoforgiveyourdad."

Lali,"no...no...Iwouldneverforgivehim.For

goodnesssakehekilledmymom.Hekilledher...All

mylifeIthoughtIwastheoneresponsibleforher

death.Ihavebeenblamingmyself...ThatifIwasn't

conceivedshewouldbealive.Hetookheraway

fromhe.Mywholelifehasbeenempty.Noonehas

caredformebesidesmybestfriend."

-"youknowthereissomethingstrangeaboutyour

bestfriend.Laterinlifeshewillmakebaddecisions

thatwillputhermother'slifeandhersindanger.

Shewillturnagainstyouandteamupwithyour

enemy"

Lali,"ohhpleasestopit...shewouldneverdothatI

knowforsure...Sheissokind,lovingandcaring.

Sheisthereasoniamalive.TheyweredayswhenI

wouldfeellikekillingmyself.Shewouldstopme

andencouragemetolive.Iknowherfromtopto

bottom.Shelovesmesomuch...shewouldnever



dosomethingthatcanputmylifeintodanger."

-"mhhIsee...whenithappensdon'tsayIdidn'ttell

you.Youknowyouhavetoleavenowbeforeyou

aretrappedhereforyourentirelife"

Lali,"thatwouldbegreat...Itsorefreshingandquite

here.Iwouldkilltoliveherewithyou.Idon'tfeel

likeleaving...Goingbacktotheevilandcruelworld.

"

-"ohhbeforeIforget...yourfirsttargetisthatevil

cult...theyarereallyeviltheywanttowipeoutall

yourfamilymembers.Ithinktheywanttotakeall

yourfather'sbusinessesandhouses.Youneedto

hurryupbeforeittoolate.Letmegiveyouapiece

ofadvice...Ifyoulooseyourfamilymembersplease

Ibegyoudon'tblameyourselfbecauseitwillmake

youvulnerableandyourenemieswilldefeatyou

easily.Thereisamanthattookyourmother's

powers.Heisaverycruelanddangeroushuman



being.Sowhateveryoudobecareful.Don'ttell

anyoneorshowanyonewhatyouare.Noteven

yourfriend.IamgladIhavetaughttonotfeedon

blood."

Lali,"butwhythough?"

-"youknowLali...Ifaverypowerful.Beastfeedson

bloodespeciallyonhumanblood.Itcanbecome

dangerousanduncontrollable.Itcanevenharmit

familymembersbutnotitchildren."

Lali,"ohhIsee"

-"good...Youreallyneedtofindthemanthattook

yourmother'spowerbecausehewilldestroyus...

Allthebeasts..."

Lali,"howdidmyfamilybecomebeasts?"



-"itallstartedbyyourgreatgreatgreatgreatgreat

father(Ellis)andmother(Dora).Sobasicallythey

metwhentheywereveryyoung.Theywereboth

frompoorfamilies.SoDorawasworkingasa

Domesticworker.Shewasworkingforwhite

people.WhereasElliswasagardenboyofDora's

Madamfriend.Theylivedinthesameareabutthey

nevernoticedoneanother.OnesillynightDorawas

offtothebusstation.Whenabatchofmancame

herwayandweretryingtoforcethemselvesonher.

Theywantedtorapeher.ButourheroicElliscame

throughandfoughtthem.That'swhentheystarted

theirfriendship.Onedaytheyconfessedlovethey

haveforeachother.Butbackinthosedays

relationshipswerenotallowedsotheykeptit

undercover.Sotherewasaletterthatcame

throughtotheircommunitythattheywillbe

removedfromitsinceitwasduringapartheid.So

theymadeaplantoescapeatnight.But

unfortunatelytheycouldn'tasDora'smomwas

criticallyill.Sotheywenttoawizardtogivethem



somethingthatcanhelpthem.Thatevenifthey

separatebuttheywillbeabletofindeachother.

Butunfortunatelythewizardwassocruelandevil

soitgavethemacurseofbeingbeasts.Thecurse

wasgiventoitsmothersoitpasseditontothem.

Theyknewnothingaboutit.Sotheywereveryglad.

Aftersomeyearstheydidfindeachothersincea

beastcannotleavewithoutitchosenone.After

sometimetheydiscoveredthattheywereactually

beasts.Theywenttoeverywizardsandwitchesto

askforhelp.Butnonofthemhelpedthem.

Becausetheyalsodidn'tknowthat

beasts,werewolvesandvampiresdoexist.Sothey

werelikethatfortherestoftheirlives.Sothis

beastialthingywaspassedfromonegenerationto

another.Theysearchedthewholeworldfor

someonewhocanteachthemaboutthisbeast

thingy.Andyestheyfoundme.Itaughtthem

everythingthatIhavealsotaughtyou.Sothey

startedusingtheirpowersforgoodpurposes.They

protectedtheirfamily."



Lali,"wow...Ireallydon'tknowwhattosay"

-"whatIcantellis...Ihavehelpedyourfamilyso

muchregardingtheirbeasts.ButIhavenevermet

someonelikeyouandabeastlikeyou.Youarethe

mostpowerfulbeastthathaseverexistedinlife.

Andyourbabieswillalsohavetheirbeastsboth

girlsandboys.OhhbeforeIforgetyourchosen

oneisoutthere.Butunfortunatelyheisfromthe

enemiesofthebeastsofwhicharethewerewolves.

ButIthinkyourrelationshipwithhimwillchange

everything.Willchangethementalityofhating

eachotherfornoreason."

Lali,"whatifIfallinlovewithsomeoneelse?...What

Ifheisalreadymarried?"

-"yesthatcanhappenbutyoucanneverhave

babieswithsomeonewhoisnotyourchosenone.

Rememberheischosenforyoubythegodsofthe

beasts."



Lali,"buthowwouldItellthatthisismychosen

one"

-"haveyoueverfalleninlovewithanyone"

Lali,"no...butihavehadasillycrushon

someone...doesthatmeanheismychosenone?"

>helaughed*

-"noheIsnot...youknowwhenyoumeetyour

chosenoneyourbeastwillreactespeciallywheny'll

aresexuallyintimate.Youwillsee.Afteryouseeor

touchhim.Youwillstarttofeelhispainandanger.

Hewillalsofeelyours.Onceyoubothmeetyouwill

neverbeabletolivewithouteachother.Theywillbe

troublesandtemptationslikeallmarriedcouple.

Butneverliveoneanother.Evenify'll

divorce...thereissomethingthatwillbringy'll



together...ofwhichisyourson...yourfirstchildwill

beason...Verycute,loving,braveandcharming

son.Hewillalsobeverypowerful."

>shewaslaughing

Lali,"myGod...Idon'tseemyselfhavingababynor

ahusband...Andwhatifmysocalled"CHOSEN

ONE"Isanevilandcoldperson."

-"youseeitornot...butyouwilleventuallyhave

babiesandahusband...itjustthatnotnow.

Regardingthat...itcannotbechanged."

Lali,"mhhpoorme...soasabeastamIabletolike

believeinGod?"

-"don'tbesilly...youarealsoahumanbeingyou

arenotademon...andrememberGoddoesn'tjudge.



Asthebiblesay,"Thefearofyouandthedreadof

youshallbeuponeverybeastoftheearthandupon

everybirdoftheheavens."...Inordertobeableto

defeatyourenemiesyoualsoneedGodinthat

process...Iknowbeastsarepowerfulandstaffbut

Godisaboveallthelivingthingontheearth."

Lali,"OkayIsee..."

-"isthereanythingelseImustclarifybeforeyou

leave?Becauseyouwillneverbeabletoseeme

again...unlessyoufacedeathwhenitnotyourtime

yet"

Lali,"nothingIguess...thankyouverymuchfor

everythingyouhavedoneforme...IthinkIamnow

readytoovercomeanydistractionsanddifficulties

thatcancomeonmyway."

-"iwasonlydoingwhatIwasboundtodo.



Anywaysbesafeandalwaysrememberthat

everythingyoudowearewatchingandguidingyou

."

>>theyhuggedeach<<

-"untilwemeetagain"

Lali,"goodbye...Iwillneverforgetyou".

~inthemeanwhileMrKane,MrsKane,Mrs

KhumaloandNomhlewereinLali'sward.They

werecalledsosaytheirlastgoodbyesastheysay

whensomeoneisincommatheycanhereyou.~

Nomhle:why?...whyLali?...whywouldyouleave

melikethis?...wehave...

~suddenlythemachinesmadesound.Lali

openedhereyesslowly.Herfirstimpressionshe

madewastosmile.MrsKanejustrolledhereyes.~



Nomhle:WHAT?(Shewasoverwhelmed...she

jumpedintoherfriendandhuggedherfordearlife.)

Imissedyou...Ireallymissedyoumylove...(She

wasnowIntears)ithoughtyouwereleavingme

forever...butiknewyouwouldneverdothattome.

Lali:imissedyoutoo...canyounowletmebreathe

andstopbeingacrybaby...Iambacknow...So

stronglikeineverwas...iambacktofightwhatever

iscomingonmyway(Shesaidthatlookingexactly

atherfatherandstepmother'seyes.They

swallowedveryhard)

MrsKhumalo:Anywaylet'sthankGodforthe

goodnesshehasjustdone.

Lali:Mom(addressingmrsKhumalo)CanIpraythis

timearound.(Everyonewassurprised.Theyjust

didn'tknowwhattosay.MrandMrsKanejust

poppedtheireyes)



MrsKhumalo:yessureyoucanmydarling.

Lali:InthenameofGodandhisSon...FatherI

wouldliketothankyouforeverythingyouhave

doneforme...thankyouforraisingandprotecting

me.WithoutyouIwouldn'tbehere.Yougavemea

secondchancetolive.Ifitwasn'tforyouIwould

bedeadbynow.FatherIaskyoutocontinuedoing

goodinmylifeandmyfamily.PleaseGodmake

thembelieveinyourwordandforgivealltheirsins.

Andalsobewithmymotherandsister(mrs

KhumaloandNomhle)pleaseprotectthemand

grantthemwithmanymoreyearstolive.FatherI

praythattheirheartsremainpureastheyareand

neverchange.Fatherpleasebewithmyfatherand

whateverheisgoingthrough.Showyour

goodnesstohimtoosohecanbelieveinyourname

anddogoodthings.IprayGodthatsomedayinhis

hearthefindsaplacetoloveandcareforme.But

GodIdon'tjudgehimwealldothingsunwillingly

...thingswedon'tknowhurtotherpeople'sfeelings.



Alsobewithmystepmother...Ipraythatwhatever

sheisgoingthroughshecanovercomeit.Amen.

(Theroomwasdeadsilent.Everyonedidn'tknow

whattosay.TheywerejustsurprisedthatLalican

actuallypray.Thedoctorcameandbrokethe

silence)

Doc:erhh...everyonepleaseleavetheroom sothat

wecancheckherup?

MrsKhum:okaywhenwillshebedischarged?

Doc:wecantellafterwearedone.

(Theywereallnowsittingonthechairsoutside.

Fewhourslaterthedoctorcameout)

Doc:thereisnothingwrongwithheractuallyyou

canjusttakeherhomerightnow.

MrKane:Pleasedischargehertomorrow...mywife

andIhavesomethingtodiscuss.(Theyjustwentto

theircarandwentoff)



MrsKhumalo:eyhh...IwishIcanjusttakeher

homewithus...

Nomhle:metoo...hey

Mrskhumalo:Anywaylet'sgoandsaygoodbyeto

hersowecangethomebeforethatmonstergets

angry.

(TheywentintothewardLaliwascomingoutofthe

bathroomgettingdress.Shejustdropped

everythingshewasdoingandwenttohugthem)

Lali:Imissedyoubothmyfavs...

MrsKhumalo:wemissedyoumore

Nomhle:wereallydid...

MrsKhumalo:Anywaywehavetogo...wewillsee

youtomorrow.

Lali:okaythankyouverymuch...besafe

(Theywent)



Lali'sPOV

Ifeelsounique.IfeellikeIambornagain.FinallyI

haveanunderstandingofwhatIam.Andthe

trainingreallyhelpedmebecauseijustcan'tstand

beinginthesameroomasMrkane.Ireallylove

MrsKhumaloandNomhle.Idon'tknowwhy

everyonekeeptellingbethatNomhlewillbackstab

me.Theyarenicepeople.Ifshedidn'thaveanevil

stepdadIwouldaskhermothertoadoptme

.BecauseIknowdadandhiswifewantnothingto

dowithme.SoIthinkIhaveatasktodotosee

whetheriamstrongenough.Ihavetodealwithall

thatweakoldassesmembersofthatevilcult.Than

afteriwillknowmysoontobemotherissafe.She

isverynice.

>>AttheKanehousehousehold.MrsandMrsKane

wereintheirbedroomhavingadiscussion.

Mrk:Sowhat'snext...whatdowedonow?



MrsK:ohhnowyouaskme...ityourhouseyoucan

dowhateveryoulikeright...youcancomehomeat

whatevertimeyoulikeandch...

MrK:don'teventalkaboutsomethingyounotsure

of...Ireallydon'twantyoursickdramanow...we

aresupposetobediscussingthisLaliissue.

Mrsk:Regardingthat...Ireallythinkallthistimewe

havebeenwrong.Laliisreallynotlikehermother...

sheishumanlikeus...Didyouseehowshe

prayed...Shereallytouchedmysoul.Ithinkthatis

whywehavebeenfacingdifficulties.ItIsbecause

weweremistreatingherwhereassheisso

innocent.

MrK:yeahIthinksotoo.sotomorrowwewillhave

abigfamilydinner.Sowecanintroducehertoall

hersiblings.

Mrsk:sure.



Pleaselikeandcomment

Hopey'llaredoingwell. Rememberguysin

everythingyouaredoingputGodfirst.inwhatever

difficultcircumstancesyouarefacingjusttellyour

lord .Helistens...hereallydoes.Iamsureofthat

becauseIwasalsocaughtupinadifficultsituation

butwithGod'snameandgloryImanagedto

overcomeit

Loveyour

Admin

[06/23,07:59]Lynne: INSERT11

Itwasearlyinthemorning.Mrskanewas

preparingbreakfastforeveryone.Theyallgathered

aroundthetableasshewasalreadydone.She

servedeveryoneandthansatnexttoherfavourite

daughterZia.Itwasveryquietonlytheforksand

knivesweremakingnoise.SuddenlyMrkane



clearedhisthroatandeveryonestoppedandlooked

athim.

MrK:Erhh...Lovedidyoutellthem?

Mrsk:What?(pretendingshedoesn'tknow)

MrK:Erh...erhab...aboutL...

Mrsk:NoIdidn't...youmusttellthem...sheisyour

daughternotmineright?...(andthanshestoodup

andwenttothekitchen)

(Nowthechildrenwereallconfused)

Layne:What'suppops?

Mrk:So...emm...Iwanty'lltomeetmydaughter

thisevening.

Ana:What?Yourdaughter?...fromwhere?

Mrk:(Hewasstartingtogetangry)Ihavenothingto

explaintoyou.Whatyouneedtoknowisthatthis

eveningy'llaremeetingher.(Hestood)Andyou

Ana(pointingather)Don'teverquestionme?(She

justkeptquiet)Doyouhereme?(Shenodded)Good



andlastlyy'llbetterbenicetoher.(Hetookhis

briefcaseandwenttohiscaranddroveoff)

Ana:wow!Ihaveneverseendadlikethat...

Daisy:Whatisreallyhappeninghere?Momleftthe

tablenowdadjustsnappedatyou...

Ana:Youknow...Icanfeelitinmybloodthatthis

girlisgoingtoreplaceus..

Zia:Thatwillneverhappenundermywatch...We

needtoputherintoherplace.

Layne:y'llaremadforreal...y'allaregrownupnow

tobehavelikethis...anywayletmeleavey'llIneed

tocheckupmygirl.

(Tonyandjasealsoleftthem)

Zia:Weneedtomakethemsupportusinthis...we

can'tjustbereplacedbyarandomgirlwhoclaims

tobeoursister.YouknowIhaveabadfeelingwith

thiswholething.Maybesheisnotdad'sdaughter.

Hermomisjustpushingherbecausewearerich...I

justcan'twaittomeether.



•MrsKanePOV•

TobehonestI'mnotreallyhappythatLaliwillbe

stayingwithus.Iwasonlypretendingtomy

husband.Ijustdidn'twanttoarguewithhim.

SincethedayhesawLaliitlikehehasdeveloped

somebondwithher.Hehasstartedtocareforher

andIdon'twanttobeinthemiddleofthat.Iam

alsoworriedthathewillberemindedofLali's

mother.Helovedher...hereallydid.Ireallyhave

nochoicebuttobenicetoLali.BecauseIknow

howmanare...Ifyoutreattheirsecondborn

daughterill....nc...nc...nc.Hecanevendivorceyou.

SobasicallyIhavenochoicebuttolikeLali.My

phonerangandwhenIcheckedthecallerIDitwas

notsavedIwonderwhoisthis..

Me:Hello

Guy'svoice:HelloamItalkingtotheowneroft....

Me:yeshowcanIhelpyou?



Guy'svoice:SoIamtalkingtoGloria?

(WHAT?Onlyonepersonknowthisnameandthat

isMike...Iclearedmythroat)

Me:Erhh...whoamItalkingto?

Guy:Wowreally?Peopledochange...youhave

forgottenme?

(Ithim...Iwonderwhathewants)

Me:WHATDOYOUWANTMIKE?...Iamsureyou

didn'tcallmeto...

Mike:youknow...Ijustknewyouweregoingto

rememberme...(helaughedsarcastically)Iusedto

giveittoyougoodright?I'msureyouhavebeen

missingme...butdon'tworrylove...Iamback

...backforgoodandyoubettertellmewhenIcan

meetyourightnowbeforeIcometheremyself.

Me:WHAT?no...nothere'snoneedforthat...but

firsttellmewhatyouwant?

Mike:ohhpleaseIcan'ttalkaboutsomethingso

importantthroughthephone.Youmustmakea

plantomeetmetodayat8pm attheBlueMoons.



Me:but...(tititi...sillyfoolhejustdroppedit.But

whatdoeshewantGod...Ihopehedoesn'tknowthe

truth.IhopethatbitchYolanehasn'ttoldhimthe

truth.Letmecallher.

"Yolane'sphonehello"

Me:IsthisYolane?

"YeshowmayIhelpyou"

Me:it'sGloria(whisperingtheGloriapart

Yol:What?Youstillalive?Bu...

Me:Butwhat?...whathee?(yoljustkeptquiet)

Yol:but...IthoughtMikekilledyou

Me:ohhsoyoutoldhim?

Yol:I'msorryfriendIhadto...ItwaseitherItellhim

orIdie?

Me:Hewouldn'thavekilledyou...heisnotthat

strongsoyouthoughttellinghimthatAnaand

Laynearehiswillmakethesituationbetter...you

knowwhatifhedarestotrysomethingstupidthat



canruinmymarriage...Iamcomingafteryou.

Yol:ohhplease...Threateningmewon'tstophim.

Heisclose...veryclosetoyounowandheisno

longertheMikeyouknow...Heisnowfullof

darknessandhatredyoucan'tfoolhimlikeyoudid.

Andiknowiamtheonlypersonwhounderstands

youbetter.Andwhohassupportedyoufromthe

startsoyoucan't....youjustcan'ttouchme.Iam

theonlyfriendyouhaveeverhadandIknowIwas

wrongtotellhimbuthewouldhavekilledme.

Me:ohhpleasedon'ttellmeaboutthattoothless

dog...allhedoesistospeakandspeakbutdo

nothing...youknowhesaidhewantstomeetme

today.

Yol:becareful...heisverydangerous...Sohoware

thingsthere.

Me:hectic...IthoughtturninghimagainstLali's

motherwasgoingtomakemylifeeasier.

Yol:what'swrong?

Me:Youknowwehavebeenfacingdifficulties

latelyandworstpartheischeatingonme.



Yol:What?Who?Ayyyoumustbejoking...who

daresto cheatonyou...

Me:IthinkImustnowshowhimmyactual

self...becausethissoftnessismakinghimwantto

controlme.

Yol:Sowhere'sthegirl?

Me:(shelaughedsarcastically)guesswhat?

Yol:what?

Me:fromnowonshewillbelivingwithus.Sodear

husbandhasdecidedthat.Hehasnowstartedto

careforher.

Yol:that'saproblem...youneedtogetridofher.

Me:howthough...killingherwillmakemyhusband

turnagainstmeandIdon'twantthatIamstill

enjoyinghiswealth.

Yol:myGod...soyouwilllivewithher?

Me:sureIhavenochoice...butfornowIneedto

focusonthisMikeissue.

Yol:mhhIsee...anywayIhavetogo.



Me:bye

Lali'sPOV

Iwonderwhattheyhavedecidedtodo.Iamsure

theyaresendingmebacktoschool.IguessIwill

spendmyentireholidaysthere.Iwasjustbusy

readinganovelandanursecamein

Nurse:Thedriverhasbeenwaitingforyoumem

outside.

Me:memem?Sincewhenandwhatdriverareyou

talkingabout?

Nurse:Ithinkyourfathermusthavesenthim.

Me:but...butwhy?Anywaysthankyou.

(Itookallmybelongingsandwentout.Andyesa

growngentlemenwaswaitingoutside)

Thegentlemen:IamAbenandfromnowonwardsi

willbeyourdriver.



Me:what?But...

Aben:youcanaskwhateveryouwantontheway

...wearealreadylateandsiriswaitingforyou.

Me:Butwhere?

Aben:youwillsee.

(IwentoutandyesaMercedesBenzwasparked.

Hehurriedandopenedthedoorforme.Okay.I

wentin.Iammydaddidnotaskhimtodothis.I

amsuremyfatherdidnotaskhimtodothis.Iam

sureheisgoingtotellmethatIampermanently

andlegallydisowned.Iamneverallowedtoseeor

callhim dad.AnywaysIdon'thewasnevermy

fatheratfirst.AtleasttodayIwillgetachanceto

askhimifmrsKhumalocanadoptme.Iamsurehe

willsayevennowshecantakeyou.Anywaysthe

drivertookanotherroadgoingtotown.)

Me:erhm...er...ifImayaskwhereexactlyareyou

takingme.

Aben:don'tworrymemyouwillseewhenweget

there.



Me:pleaseyouarereallyembarrassingmewhen

youcallmememwhereasIamyoungerthanyou.

MynameisLalimibutyoucancallmeLali.

Aben:okaymemLali

Me:myGod...justLali...LALI

Aben:okay...okayyoudon'tneedtoshoutgetyou.

SohowoldareyouLali?

Me:toogrown...

(Webothlaughed)

Aben:comeon...likeforrealhowoldareyou?

Me:willbeturningeighteenonthe1stofJanuary.

SobasicallyIamseventeen.Andhowoldareyou?

Aben:youdon'taskanadultthatmydear

Me:okayfine(Ipoutedandpretendedtobesulking)

Aben:okayk(hewaslaughing)pleasestopit...Iam

28yearsold.

Me:ohhkandIfimayask...thanhowcomeyouare

adriver.



Aben:Iamnotactuallyadriver.Iamyour

bodyguard(WTFIsaidthattomyself).Iwas

trained.Indetailsiwasworkingatthemilitary.So

sinceyourfatherisaverywealthymanheneeds

ourprotection.Iwon'tlie.Heispayingusthe

tripledamountofwhatweweregettingpaid.

Me:wowthat'sgood.

Aben:Especiallyme...sinceIamtheprincess's

bodyguard.

Me:whoisthat?

Aben:youobviously(andthanhesmiledrevealing

hiscutedimples)

Me:howIwish(andthanIlookeddown.Suddenly

heparkedthecaroutsideaveryexquisite

restaurant.Ihaveneverbeentoaplacelikethis

okay.Iwonderwhatam Ireallydoinghere.Ijust

hopehedidn'tbringmeherejusttosellmeoff.Haa

youwillneverknowthatmaniscruelandvery

heartless.Abenwenttothesideofmydoorand

openedit.)

Me:youreallyshouldn'thave.Iknowhowtoopena



doorformyself.

Aben:pleasemem...ohhIforgotLalipleasedon't

interferewithhowIwork.

Me:okayyourchoice(Iraisedbothmyhands)

Aben:solet'sgothisway.

(Ifollowedhim.Wewentinsideitwasabit

crowded.Wetookalifttoupstairs.Okaywewent

intosomeplacewithonlyatableoftwo.Avery

politemusicwasplaying.Iwasstartingtobe

scarednow.Whathasthisoldmanplannednow.I

didashotprayer.Ireallyhopeheisnotsellingme

off.Abenpulledachairformetositdown.)

Me:thankyou...(hewasabouttolive)caniask?(he

nodded)whatamIreallydoinghere.

Aben:Idon'tknowtoo...Iwasjustgiven

instructionstotakeyouhere.

Me:mhhIsee.

Aben:okaybyeIhavetogonow...youwillgowith

yourfatherafterthis.

Me:sure.



(2hourspassed.Iwasevenfeelingsleepy.Igetit

now.Hejustwantedtodumpmeheresohewill

neverseeme.Ihatehim.-nowtearswere

threateningtocomeout-heshouldhavejust

droppedmeatsomeorphanage.Justthanhecame

wearingasuit.Shemmydadishandsomenot

bad.HetookasitandIslowlywipedatearthatwas

abouttocomeoutbutpretendedthatIwassleeping.

SoIwasstretchingmyarmsandwipingmyface.)

Him:erhmm...Iamsorrytokeepyouwaiting.Have

youorderedsomethingyet.

(WTF...DIDHEJUSTSAYSORRY.IjustnoddedNo

...Iwasstillsurprised)

Him:okay...sowhatwouldyouliketoeat?.

Me:(gosh...whywouldheaskmethat...Idon'teven

knowthemenuofthisrestaurant.NxxIhatehim)A

....aburgerwouldbefine.

Him:okay(hetypedsomethingonhisiphone

iPad)somethingtodrink?

Me:A...a...aLemonjuicewillbefine



Him:(hesmiledalittle...What?.what'sgoingonhe

hasneverbeennicetome.Todayisareally

strangeday.)wowjustlikeyourmom

(Iwantedtostandupandswearonhim.How

couldhementionmymom.Whereelsehekilledher

nxx.Anywaysletmecalmdownbeforesomething

terriblehappens)

Him:done...(twowaitressescameandservedus

ourfood)

Me:Thankyou.CanIblessthefood.

Him:sure

Me:Thankyoulordforthefood.Pleaseblessthe

handthatmadeitandourfoodAmen.

Him:Amen...(hestartedeating.okayIalsostarted

eating.Hekepttakingglancesofme.AnywaysI

tookmyburgerwithbothhandsandstartedeating.

GoshIhaveneverhadsomethingso

delicious,tasty,juicy...lol...Ijustcan'tdescribeit.It

saucewasdrippingonmyhandsandmouth.SoI

finisheditandlickedmyfingersthanwipedmy

mouth.Hehasevenstoppedeatinghewasbusy



lookingatme.)

Him:Doyouwantanotherone.

Me:Iwouldloveit(hetypedtohisphoneandyes

there'smyburger.IdidthesamethingandGod...I

wasveryfull.Itookasipoflemonjuice...mhhjust

howIlikeitcoldandsour.Hefinishedhisfood)

Him:youknowIusedtocomewithyourmomhere.

Everymonthwewouldcomehereandshewould

alsoorderaburgerandalemonjuice.(Ohhplease

stopwiththepretense.Asifyoucaredforher)her

smallwastodiefor.Whensheisangry...shewas

morebeautiful(nxxsowhydidyoukillher...Isaid

tomyself)IlovedherIreallydid(Icouldfeelanger

andmyskinwasbecomingroughalittle)

Me:I'm sureyoudidn'tbringmeheresowecan

talkabouther.(Imanagedtocalmdown)

Him:yeah...sobasicallyIwantedtoapologizeto

you.ForthewayIhavebeenabsenttoyourlife.

ForthewayIhaveisolatedandtreatedyoubad.I

amreallysorrybutIamwillingtochange.From

nowonIwillbeagoodfathertoyou.Iwanttofix



whateverIhavewrongedyouwith.Iwanttobepart

ofyourlife,careforyouandbecomeabestdadin

thewholeworld.Ijustwantyoutofindaplaceto

yourhearttoforgiveme.Iknowitwon'tbeeasybut

pleasewecantakethingsslow.Iamnot

pressurizingyou.Youcanthinkaboutit.(I

attemptedtolive)

Pleasedon'tdothat...Ialreadyfeellikeshitandif

youleaverightnowIwillneverforgivemyself

.(okayguysIjustdidn'tknowwhattodoandhow

tofeel.Iwasjustemotionless.Ineverthoughtthis

daywilleverhappen.Idon'twanttolieIfeellike

hugginghimfordearlifeandcryonhisshoulder.

ButIcan't...Ijustcan't...)pleasemybeautiful

daughter...pleasesitdownsowecantalk.Iwould

reallyappreciateitifyoucouldjusttalktome.You

candoanything...evenifyouwanttoslapmeitfine

orthrowpunchesonme...Ideserveit...Ireallydo(I

justkeptquiet.Holdingmytearsfromfalling)

pleasesaysomething....okayitfine(hecalledtwo

bouncersin.Iwonderwhat'she'supto)okayI

wanty'lltohitme...dowhatevery'lldotosomeone



whodoesn'tfollowthisplace'stermsand

conditions.(Whatishemad)

Thebouncers:Nosirwecan't...wereallycan't

Him:pleasedoitformeIwillpayyou...pleaseif

youdon'tdoitthanIwouldneverbeabletoforgive

myself.(Theywentclosertohimandstarted

throwingpunchesandslapsonhim.Hedeservesit

.ShamehethoughtIwasgoingtostophimor

themnxx.Theycontinueduntilhefelldown)

Them:Canwegonowsir?

Him:no...co...continue(hewasbleeding.Okay

guysnowIfeelbad.Yeshekilledmymombuthe

isalsomyfatherpeople.Ican'tlethimdie)

Me:please...pleasestop(Iwasnowintears.They

helpedhimgetupandIjustthrewmyselftohis

armsandsobbed.Hekeptrubbingmybackand

apologising.Goditfeltlikeadreamcometrue.I

finallyfeelprotected.Ihavenowfeltthewarmthof

myfather'sarms.)

Me:(movedoutofhisgrip)iforgiveyou...fromthe

bottomofmyheart.Butpleasedon'tpushthings.



Wejustneedtotakethingsslowly.Ialsoneedto

adjust.

Him:ihavearequest?

Me:yes

Him:iwantyoutomeetyoursiblings(myGodthat

abigstep.Whatiftheydon'tlikeme...mnxx

anywayIdon'tcaretheycangotohell...itmytime

nowtohaveadaddylol.)

Me:surethere'snoproblem.

(Hetookhiscarkeysandwedroveoff.Iwaswoken

upbyhim.)

Him:wehavearrived.(Igotoutofthecar)

Me:wait...wherearewe?

Him:ohhIforgottotellyou...Iboughtanewhouse

afteryourmotherdied(mnx...sayitsayit...after

youkilledher.Youreallywantednothingtodowith

her.Youevenboughtanewhousejusttoforget

aboutherwow.isaidtomyself)

Me:tomorrow...canIgovisitthehouseIgrewupin

?



Him:sure...butI'msureitfullofdustyo..

Me:noitfine...Iwon'tstaylong...justwantto

relivethemomentswhenIwasachild.

Him:okaynoproblemAbenwilltakeyouthere

...let'sgoinsideI'msureeveryoneiswaitingfor

youinside.(Wewentin.MyGod...itlikeIwas

enteringaheaven.ThedesignonthewallsmyGod

...thefurniture...ceiling...)

MrsK:Ohhheylove(love?lovewhere...ohplease.

..thesepeoplereallylikepretending.)

Dad:<<finallyIcansaydad

Dad:soeveryone...thisisLalimimydaughter.She

isthesameageasAna...SoLalidearmeet

everyone.

(Theyallcameandintroducedthemselves)

Girl1:IamAna

Girl2:Daisy

Girl3:Zia



Me:Nicetomeetyouall...AsDadsaidIam

Lali.(wowitfeltsonicetocallhimdad.Andthan

what'swiththegirlsattitude)

Aguy:Iam Jase...howareyou?

Me:iamgoodandyou

Jase:goodtoo...Laliright?

Me:sure

Jase:youarereallybeautiful...ifyouweren'tmy

sisterIwouldhaveaskedyouout.

(Welaughed)

Me:goodthingIamyoursis.

Guy:Layne...what'sup?

Me:Goodandyou

Guy:goodtoo...itseemslikewewillbefighting

alot...hey

Me:(confused...whereaseveryonewaslaughing.I

guessIdidn'tgetthejoke)

Layne:everyboywilllikeyoutobetheirgirlfriend.



Me:(GodIwasnowlaughingmyassoff...Inever

thoughtofthat)what?Y'llareexaggeratingnow.

Layne:wearereallynot...haveyouseenyourself

onthemirror...youarefire.

Aguy:enough...itmyturnnow(okaythatvoice

soundsfamiliar....OhgoshisitTeny...Towd...or

whateverbutidorememberhim)

Him:He...(hestoppedandlookedexactlyintomy

eyes.Okaythatwasweird)

Him:you?...how?...what?...pops?(youcouldseehe

wasreallyconfused)

Me:yes...yourememberme(andthanwelaughed)

Him:surehowcanIforgetagirlwhosto....Imean

whomademeafool(wecontinuedtolaugh)myGod

smallworld...ineverthoughtiwillseeyouagain.

Me:metoo...ievenforgotyourname(icouldseeit

inhisheartthathewasdisappointed...butwhy?)

Me:soyou'reagain.

Him:Ton...



Me:Tony....TonyInowrememberyou(hesmiled

myGodIthinkIhaveweirdbrothers)

Him:andyou're?

Me:Lali...

Him:nicetomeetyou...canIhugyou?

Me:surewhynot?(hehuggedmefordearlife.like

hislifedependedonme.Hefinallyletgo)

Jase&Tony:Wealsowanthugs(Godwegroup

hugged)

MrsK:enoughboys...I'msureyouarehungryand

tireddearlet'sgothiswaysoyoucaneat.

Me:IamreallysorryMem butIamveryfull...Ijust

needtobathsoIcansleep.(Sheraisedher

eyebrow.)

Her:okaydear...Anapleaseshowhertheguest

room.

Dad:excuseme?...Lalimylet'sgomydear.soI

canshowyouyourroom.Sothattomorrowican

callsomeonewhocandesignitthewayyoulike.



Me:sure.

.(wewentupstairs.Heopenedaroomthathas

newbeddingandfurnitureandyethewantsmeto

changeit)

Dad:don'tthedesignerwillmakeitthewayyou

wantit.

Me:nodad...youreallyshouldn'twastemoneyit

finelikethis.

Dad:what?don'tfoolaround...Iamyourdadand

youwilllistentome

Me:yessir...CanIsleepnow

Dad:sure...goodnight.

(Andthanhewentout.Ilockedthedoor.Okayit's

veryhuge.ButIlikeitanyway.Willfinallyhavea

bedroomofmydreams.Iwenttothebath...myGod.

..Ican'twaittohaveabubblebathandsiponsome

coffeewhilewatchingthescreenonthewall.Ohh

there'sashowertoo.Iwentoutandtherewas

anotherdoor.Iopenedit.MyGod....Idon'teven

knowwhat'sitcalled...itawardrobeno...noitan



en-suiteno...noIdon'tknow...Butitisdevided

there'splaceforshoesandanotheroneisforthe

clothes.WowIcan'twaittofillitwithmyclothes.

AnywaysIamsleepynowletmetakeabath.I

reallymissmyfriendeishIdon'tevenhavea

phone...maybetomorrowIwillcheckuponthem

.MaybeimayfindsomethingthatcouldlinkwhereI

couldfindwherethatevilcultholditmeetings.

Pleaselikeandcomment

Lovey'll

Sorryifthereareanyerrors .Iamreally

exhausted
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Lali'sPOV



Isleptlikeababy.Iwokeinthemorning.IWentto

bathandbrushmyteeth.AfterIwasdoneIdried

mybodyandwenttothebedroom.Itookoutmy

boyfriendrippedJean,whiteskirtandpushins.I

tookasmallbagandputtedmyjacketin.Myhair

wasabitmessysoItieditintoamessybun.Iwent

downstairs.EveryonewasstillasleepsoIwent

outside.Abenwasn'tthere.SoIdecidedtogoand

makebreakfastforeveryone.Imadesoftporridge

using.Itookthebowlsandstartedtosetthetable.

Isawmrskanecomingdownstairs.

MrsK:(shewasyawningandstretchingherarms)

God...what'swrongwithyou?...Youarebusy

makingnoisebutyouknowexactlythatwearestill

sleeping.

Me:erhh...sorryIthoughtIcouldjustmake

breakfastforeveryonesinceIwasalreadyawake.

Mrsk:Breakfast?whatbreakfast?Letmesee...(she

wenttothekitchenandopenedthepotfullof



porridge.Shesuddenlylaughedsarcastically)So

thisiswhatyoumade?Youcallthis

breakfast?...listenheregirly...Iwantyoutothrow

awaythisshityoumadeandyoucleanallthis

messyouhavejustmade.Lastlydon'tever...ever

againtouchmypots.Idon'twantyouinmykitchen

amIclear?(Ijustkeptquiet)Answerme...amI

clear?(Ijustnodded)good.Hurryhurryupandclear

thismessyouhavemadeinaminuteeveryonewill

behere.

Me:sure

Mrsk:WhenIcomebackIdon'twanttoseethis

(PointingontheporridgeImade.Shethanwentout

.Clearlythiswomandoesn'tknowme.Iamgoing

toshowherthatiamnotscaredofher.Ijust

continuedwithwhateveriwasdoingandplacedthe

potfulloftheporridgeonthetable.Itooksuger,

lemon,butterandpeanutbutter.Iplacedeverything

thanwaitedforeveryonetocomedown.Theyall

camedownbesideTony.Theyalllookedatme

surprised.)

Me:erhh...goodmorningeveryone...imade



breakfast.

Zayn:wowthat'ssocool.Pleasedishformefirst(I

starteddishingforeveryone.Dadandhiswifealso

camedown)

Jase:Heypopscheckthisout...Lalimade

breakfastforeveryone.

Dad:really...can'twaittotasteit.

(Idishedforhim.ThewaymrsKanewasabsentI

amsureshewantedtofinishmerightatthis

moment.Ithinkitgoingtobealotoffunstaying

here.)

Zayn:wowIhaveneverhadporridgebefore.MomI

thinkyoumustmakeitmoreoften .

Jase:yessheshould.(Ifinishedmyporridgefirst.)

Me:erhhdadcanIgonow.

Dad:Sure...Abenmustbewaitingforyouright

outside.(Therewassomethingnotright.Hewas

socold.Butwhenhecamedownhewasfinewhy

now.Iwonderwhat'seatinghimorIsitthefact

thatimadebreakfast)ohhbeforeiforget...heretake



this(Itwasablackcard.Mygooood.Okay)From

nowonitwillbeyours.(Everyonewasnowlooking

atus)Thepinisyourbirthyear.(IswearIwanted

tocry.Ijustwenttohimandhuggedhim)

Me:Thankyouverymuch...

Dad:Pleasedon'tthankme.Iamyourfather.I'm

onlydoingmydutyasyourfather.

Me:thanksverymuch.

Dad:Buyeverythingyouwantthereisnolimit.And

pleasegetyourselfanewphone.(hegavemehis

businesscard)pleasesavemynumber.Ifyouhave

aproblem.OhbeforeIforgetthedesignerwon'tbe

abletocometoday.Itcanonlycometomorrow.

Me:thanksverymuch.Thereisnoproblem.Bye

everyone.

Jase:byesis.

IwentoutandyesAbenwasalreadywaitingforme.

Heopenedthedoorforme.

Me:Itoldyounottoopenthedoorformethough.



Aben:AndItoldyoutonotinterfereinmyjob.

(Fool.Ijustwentin.Hedroveoff)

Me:Sodidmydadtellwhereyouaretakingme.

Aben:Yeshedid.HealsosaidImustnotleaveyou

alonethere.

Me:mhh...Isee.

(Itwasaverypeacefuldrive.Iwasjustlooking

outsidethewindow.Admiringthetrees.UntilI

decidedtolookonthecarmirror.Tomysurprise

Abenwasbusystaringonme.)

Me:What?

Aben:What?

Me:Whyareyoudroolingoverme?(andthanwe

laughed)

Aben:Iamnot.IwasjustlookingatGod'screation.

CanItellyousomething?

Me:suregoon

Aben:youarebeautiful.



Me:Iknow(Ilaughed)

Aben:ohhreally.

Me:yeah...myboyfriendalwaystellmethat.

Aben:(hisfacialexpression

changed)B...boyfriend?...youhaveaboyfriend?

Me:YesIdo.

Aben:Wow...iamsostupid..whyididn'tthinkof

that.Whywouldabeautifulladylikeyoubesingle.

Sowhat'shisname?

Me:ay...whyareyouaskingmehisname?

Aben:Ijustwanttoknowhim.Iwanttoknowthe

personthatisdatingmyboss'sdaughter.

Me:unfortunatelyIcan'ttellyou...Iamsorry.what

aboutyou.Doyouhaveagirlfriend?

Aben:Ihadone buthecheatedsowebrokeup.

Me:sorry

Aben:butIhavesawsomeone.

Me:hoo...hoolalayougoguy.



Aben:Yeah.Sheissobeautiful.Shehasacute

smileandsofriendly.Shehasagoodhearttoo.

Shehasabodytodiefor.Shehasasmallwaist,

widehips,roundassandherlegs...mhhGod.

Me:Lol...youreallyhavefalleninlove.Sohaveyou

askedherout?

Aben:no...Iamscaredtoaskherout.

Me:lol...unlikeyou...don'tbescaredtalktoher.

Aben:Idon'tthinkthetimeisright.

Me:timeforwhat?

Aben:anywaywehavearrived.

(Iwentoutandyesindeed.Ilookedattheoutside

ofthehouse.IlookedatthegreengrassIusedto

playballon.)

Me:pleasewaitoutsideforme.Ijustwanttoget

insidealone.

Aben:sure.Iyouhaveaproblemcallme.

Me:sure.(Itookmybagandwentstraightin.The

doorwasnotlocked.)



Everythingwascoveredindust.Ifirstwenttothe

kitchen.Itjustremindsmeofthewomanwho

raisedme.SheusedtobakeeveryFriday.Her

cakeswasverydeliciousandmadeoutoflove.

Sheusedtoaskmetohelpherwhenmaking

cakes.Itouchedtheovensuddenlymytears

startedtofalldown.Ithanwenttothebedroom

theyshared.Iwenttothewardrobeandopenedit.

Herclotheswerestillthere.Itookthepinktwo

piecesuitshewaswearingonmythirdbirthday.I

toucheditandsobbedonit.

Aben:Laliweha...What'swrong?(hewentcloserto

me)talktomewhat'swrong.

Me:(Iwipedmytears)it'snothing.

Aben:(Hesetonthefloornexttome)Youcantalk

tome.Idon'thaveaproblem.

Me:ActuallyIwasjustmissingmystepmother.

Aben:ohh...I'msosorry(Hemademelieonhis

shoulderandstartedbrushingmyback.Ijustcried

more.)Letitalloutsoyoucanheal.(Weremained

likethatforsometime.UntilIwasalright.Hewiped



mytears.)myGodyoulookmorecutewhenyou

arecrying.(Ijustsmiled)

Me:ohhpleasestop.Let'sgonowI'malright.

(Weinthecaranddroveoff)canIpassbymy

friend'shouse.

Aben:suregivemethedirections.

(IwenttositinfrontsoIcandirecthim.Wedrove

forsometimeuntilwearrived.)

Me:There(Pointingatthegate.)

Aben:okaypleasedon'ttakelongitalreadylate.

Me:sure

(Irangthebell.Asecurityguardescortedmetothe

house.IwenttothehouseMrsKhumalowasbusy

readingherbiblewhileNomhlewasbusywatching

TV)

Me:hello!hello!

Nomhle:(shejustjumpedontopofme)myGod

friend...itbeenawhilesinceIhaven'tseenyou.

Wherehaveyoubeen.(IwenttohugmrsKhumalo)



Me:howareyouma?

Mrsk:I'mfinemydearhowareyou.

Me:I'm finetoo.

Nomhle:sotellmefriend...whereyoustayingat.

Me:youwon'tbelievewhathappened.ThedayI

wasdischargedmyfathersentadrivertotakeme

tosomerestauranthebooked.Iwentthere.Itwas

verybeautifulandwasplayingaverysoftmusic.I

waitedforhim.Suspensewaskillingme.Ithought

thatmaybehewassellingmeofftosomemen.To

mysurprisehewantedtoapologize.He

apologizedforeverythinghedidtomeandalsofor

beingabsentinmywholelife.HeevensaidifI

don'tforgivehimhewillhurthimself.

Nomhle:What?

Me:yes.Hecalledthebouncerstohithim.They

punchedhimfordearlifeheevenfell.Hewasalso

bleeding.Sothat'swhenIsawthathereallymeant

whathesaid.Andwehugged sowearenow

workingonhavingafathertodaughterrelationship.



Nomhle:Wow...doyoutrusthimthough?

Me:Yes...Icouldevenseethroughhiseyesthathe

wasreallysorry.

Nomhle:wowI'mhappyforyoufriend.FinallyGod

hasansweredyourprayers

Me:yeahthismorninghegavemeablackcard(I

showedthem)hesaiditismineandthatImust

keepit.Heevensaidthereisnolimit.

Nomhle:wow...Iamsojealousrightnow.

Me:ohdeardon'tbe...sotomorrowIwillfetchyou

sowecangotothemall.Ineedtobuymyself

somenewclothes.

Nomhle:wow...really?(Inodded)Ican'twait.

Me:erhhcanIgousethebathroom?

Nomhle:letmeshowyou.

Me:don'tworryIknow.IhavebeenheresoIknow

whereitis.(Iwentupstairs.Ipeepedonevery

room.Ithanhadamanspeaking.Isupposeitmr

Khumalo.Hewasbusyonthephone.I

eavesdroppedtheconversationhewashaving)



Mrkhumalo:ItmusthappenonThursday.Icannot

wait.Ineedhisretailingbusinessfast.My

businessesarenotoperatingwell.

"MetooweneedtoseeZimbalitoday"

MrKhumalo:yeah.Ican'tloosewhatIhaveworked

sohardfor.Evenifhewantsmetowipethewhole

familyout.Icoulddothatinaminute.(Isuddenly

touchedthedooralittle.)

MrKhumalo:erh...IwillcallyoulaterIhavetogo

.(Irusheddownstairsandsaidmygoodbyes.I

wenttothecarandwedroveoff)

Aben:iseverythingalright?

Me:yeah...sure...pleasedrivefaster.

Aben:okay.(Wethanarrived.)

Me:Thanksverymuchforyourpatienceandtime.

Aben:anytimemyprincess(Ithanhuggedhim

thanwentinside)

Aben'sPOV



Okayheyguys.I'msurey'llknowmenow.So

basicallyIhavebeenworkingforMrKaneforabout

3yearsnow.Heisaverygoodboss.ButIwould

neverdosomethingthatcanmakehimangry.I

haveseenhimmurderingpeople.SoIwouldnever

messupwithhim.AboutLali.Thereissomething

abouther.AndIthinkIhavefalleninlovewithher.

WhenshewascryingIwantedtojustkissher.She

issoperfect.IliedtoherwhenIsaidthereis

someoneIhavefalleninlovewith.ItisherthatI'm

inlovewith.Whenshehuggedme.Iwantedtopin

heronthecarandkissherfordearlife.Iwantedto

holdontoher.Ihavereallydevelopedrealfeelings

overher.Iamjustscaredtoaskherout.Asweare

nottodateanyofmyboss'sdaughters.Hewould

killme.

MrsKanePOV

Iwassoangryinthemorning.HowcouldLalibe



thisrude.Ineedtoteachheralesson thatshewill

neverforget.Shedoesn'tknowwhosheismessing

with.WhileIwasstilllostinmymindamessage

camethroughreadingasfollow:

"ISEEYOUDIDN'TMAKEAPLANTOMEETME.

DON'TBOTHERBECAUSEI'MATYOURDOOR

RIGHTNOW"

SuddenlyIfeltscaredIrusheddownstairsasthe

doorbellwasringing.Iopeneditwithmyeyes

poppedout.

Lali:Erhh...heymom.Areyouokay?

Me:I'm...I'm fine...did...didyouperhapssee

someonewhenyouwerecomingin?

Lali:No...therewasnoonebesidesme.Ise

everythingokay?

Me:Yeah...yeah...OhhbeforeIforget...whatyou

didthismorningmademeangry.Youdon'tfollow

myordersnorrespectme.



Lali:sorrytodisturbyou...butIdorespectyou.It

justthatwhatyouaskedmetodowasjusttomuch.

Imadethatporridgewithsomeloveso..(shewas

stilltalkingwhenIthrewahotslapacrossherface.

Everyonecamedownrunning.Justthanmy

husbandcameinshit)

MrK:lovewhat'sgoingonhere?(hewenttoherand

noticedthatshewascrying.Littlebitch.)what?LAli

?whyareyoucryingmybaby?

(Shejustranupstairsandlockedherselfin)

MrK:Whatdidyoudo?(hewasnowholdingmy

upperarmverypainfully)

Me:Ididnothing

Mrk:THANWHYSHEWASCRYING?(Ijustkept

quiet)ANSWERMEDAMMIT.

me:pleasemyhusband...notinfrontofthekids.

Mrk:IDON'TCARE...SPEAKWOMEN.

Me:Laliwasdisrespectingme.Shewascallingme

names.Iwasonlytryingtobenicetoher.She

saidIwillneverbeamothertoher.



Mrk:What?Laliwouldneverdothat.

Me:ThatiswhyIdidn'twanttotellyou...youwere

notgoingtobelieveme.(Itookmycarkeysand

droveout.PhewletmecallthisfoolMike)

Mike:ohhGloria...Iseemymessagescaredyou.It

wasnothingifyoudon'tlistentomenortakemy

orders.(Hewhistled)yougoingtobeindeepshit

withyourhusband.

Me:canyoustopspeakingrubbishandtellme

whereIcanmeetyou.

Mike:Iwillsendyouthelocationrightnow.

(Hedroppedthecallandsentit.Itwasofthe

restaurant.Idrovethereandcoveredmyfacewitha

doekandwentinsidetherestaurant.Isawhim

sittingatthetableatthebackandwenttohim)

Mike:I'm gladyoucame.Doyouwantsomething

todrink?

Me:I'm notheretohaveadrinkwithyou.Justtell

mewhatyouwantsoIcango

Mike:don'trushdearGloria(hecalleda



waiter)Pleasegivemetheoldestwhiskeyyouhave.

Me:sincewhendoyouaffordwhiskeys?(he

laughedalittle.Thanthewaitercamebackwith

twoglassesandices.Hepouredforhimselfandme

)sure

Mike:sohowaremychildren?(Iswallowedhard

andtookasip.)

Me:what?wh...whatchildren?

Mike:I'mgoingtoaskyouonelasttime.Howare

mychildren?

Me:they...theyarefine(hereallyisscaryand

Intimidating)

Mike:SowhenIammeetingthem?

Me:S...Soon...Istillneedtotellthemthetruthfirst.

Mike:OkayIsee.

Lali'sPOV



WhenIwentupstairsiwasveryangry.SoIdecided

tolockmyselfinsidebeforeIhurther.Iwasreally

worriedaboutwhatIheardMrKhumalosaying.I

wonderwhosecompanyhewantstotake.Ididn't

evengetanysolidclue.Thatcanatleastshowme

wheretheyareholdingtheirmeetings.Isuddenly

heardaknock.Iwonderwhoisthat?

Me:Who'sthat?

"It...itmeTony"

Me:whatdoyouwantTony?

Tony:pleaseLali...(Iopenedthedoorforhimand

lockeditagain.)

Tony:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfine.

Tony:I'msorryforwhatmymotherdidtoyou.

Me:youdon'thaveto...

Tony:I'mreallysorry.SometimesIaskmyselfthat

whysheisalwayssomean.Sheissoevil.Ifihad

anabilitytochooseamother.Iwouldchoose

anotherwoman.



Me:don'tspeaklikethat.Sheraisedyouandmade

sureyoubeabetterpersoninfuture.

Tony:CanIasksomething?

Me:sure

Tony:Whereisyourmother?

Me:Idon'thaveamother.(Ilookeddown)my

motherwaski...shediedwhenshewasgivingbirth

tome.SoIwasraisedbyastepmother.Shewasa

veryniceperson.Sheeventuallydiedtoo.Atthat

timemyfatherwantednothingtodowithme.He

sentmetoaboardingschool.SoIbasicallygrew

upthere.

Tony:I'msorrytohearthat.

Me:yeahsothat'smylife.ButI'mgratefulthathe

isnowtryingtofixthings.

Tony:Isee.IalsolostmyfatherwhenIwas

young.Butyourdadhasbeenthereforme.He

treatedmelikehisownson.I'mreallygratefulto

havehiminmylife.

Me:mhh.Anyways...sonextyearyoudoingmatric?



Tony:yeahandyou

Me:metoo.sowhat'saregoingtostudy?

Tony:I'm notsureyet...butIlikemedicine.You?

Me:Ialsowanttobeinthemedicinefaculties.I

wanttodoRadiologistOncologist.

Tony:mhhisee.Youknowilikespendingtimewith

you.

Me:metoo.Youarecoolanditisveryeasytotalk

toyou.

Tony:sameasyou.Anywayslet'sgoandhave

supper.

Me:sure.I'mveryhungry.

(Wewentdownstairs.Everyonewasalreadythere

eatingbutMrsKanewasn'tthere.Itookmysitand

startedtodishforher.Istartedeating.)

Dad:Laliyouneedtoapologizetoyourmother.

Me:Forwhat?

Dad:Fordisrespectingher.



Me:What?WhosaidIdisrespectedher?

Dad:I'm notgoingtohavethisconversationwith

you.Andpleasedon'tplaydumbwithme.

Me:(Ilaughedalittle)butIdidnothing.

Dad:ListenhearLali.Ifyouaregoingtoliveunder

myroofyougoingtofollowmyorders.

Me:butIdidnothingwrong.

Dad:YOUDONOTSPEAKWHILEI'MSPEAKING.

OKAY?.IknowIhavebeenabadfatherbutIstill

havearighttoreprimandyou.Iknowbothyour

motherspassedonbutyoucannotexpectmywife

tobelikethem.Youcan'tcompareherwiththem

.(Thathithard.Ijustfeltangerbuild)

Me:okayfine...ifthat'swhatyouwantmetodo.I

willdoit(Iwenttomybedroomandlockedit.After

thatIcried.)

Tony'sPOV



WhenmomslappedLali.Ifeltangerbuildup.Ifelt

likestranglinghertodeath.IthinkeverydayIsee

LaliIgainmorefeelingstowardsher.IwishIcan

justgotoherroomrightnowandcomforther.I

hadareallygoodtimewithher.Sheisverycute.I

thinkImustaskheroutoneofthisdays.YeahI

knowsheismysister.ButnotbiologicalsoIcan

dateher.

pleaselikeandshare

Besafe

[06/23,08:01]Lynne: Insert13

Notedited

MrKane'sPOV

Itwasnowverylateandmywifeisnotyethome.I

havebeentryingtocallherbutsheisnotanswering



herphone.IthinkLalireallytriggeredheranger.A

callfromMrMartinezcamethrough.

Me:Hello

Him:ohhhey...howareyou?

Me:I'mgood...whyareyoucallingmeatthistime?

Him:There'snothingwrong.Ijustwantedtoask

you.Ifyoudon'tmindcanwegoouttomorrowfor

somedrinks.Soonwewillbeinlawssoitwouldbe

betterifwestartnowtogainagoodrelationship

betweenus.

Me:ohhaboutthattherehasbeenachangeofplan

...

Him:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

(Mywifecameinsmellingalcohol)

Me:erhhwewilldiscussittomorrowwhenwe

meet.WewillmeetatBlueMoonsby3pm.ButI

willcallyoutomorrowtoconfirm.

Him:okay...Iwillwaitforyourcall(Idroppedit)



(Iwentstraighttomywifeandgrabbedheronher

upperarm)

Me:isthisthetimeto...

Her:ohhplease...Don'tirritatemewiththatTIME

shit.YouusedtocomeatthistimebutIneversaid

anythingtoyou.YoucheatedonmeandwhenI

askedyou.Youattemptedtomanhandleme.

Me:YouknowwhatI'mnotgoingtotalktoyou

whileyouinthisstate.Becauseeverythingyouare

saying.Youaresayingitoutoffalcohol.

Her:ohreally.Dontworrydearhusband.Iknow

truthhurts.

(Iwentbacktobed)

Her:oh...beforeyousleep.Iwillnotstayhereand

bedisrespectedbyyourdaughter.Never.Myown

childrenrespectme.TheyworshipthegroundI

walkon.

Him:Aboutthat.Shesaidshewillapologize.Iam

alsosorryonherbehalf.

(ShewenttothebathroomandthanIheardwater



running.Shethancamebackandwentstraightto

bed.)

Itwasnowinthemorning.

MrsKane'sPOV

Yoh...IreallyhadagreattimewithMikeyesterday.

Wehaddrinksandtookourlittlepartytothehotel.

That'swhenthingsgotoutofcontrol.Hestarted

kissingmesopassionatelyuntilIgaveintothekiss.

Thingsledtoanotheruntilwehadsex.Itwasa

greatsexindeedIreallymissedhim.Ihaven'thad

suchsexinawhileasmyhusbandandIhavebeen

havingtroubles.EverymomentIspentwithMike

mademerealizethatIactuallystilllovehim.He

saidtodayhewantstotakemeoutagain.ButI

don'tthinkIwillbeabletogo.Iwokeupandwent

tothekitchentopreparebreakfastforeveryoneand

madeicecoffeeformyself.Ihadareallybad

headacheitlikeatruckdrovethroughmyhead.



AfterIwasdoneIsetthetable.Iwasfeelingabit

betternowthiscoffeereallyhelpedme.Everyone

wasnowonthetableandLaliwasn't.

Me:ZiapleasegoandcallLaliandtellherbreakfast

isready.

Zia:butmo...

Me:Justgoplease.

(Shecamebackwithher.ShewasstillinherPjs.)

Lali:Goodmorningeveryone.

(Shetookhersitandstarteddishingforherself.My

husbandclearedherthroat.ThanLalilookedathim

.)

Lali:ohh.Erh...Mrs...MomIwouldliketoapologize

foryesterday.(Shewaslookingstraightintomy

eyesandthatsentchillsinmyspine.)Iwasvery

rudetoyou.

Me:erh...youdidn'thaveto.

Lali:NoI'mreallysorry.



Me:okayIforgiveyoumydear.

(Thanweallstartedeating.Jamescamein.Heis

gayandadesigner.Heistheonewhodesigned

thiswholehouse.)

James:Hey!Hey!Darlings.(Hekissedallofour

cheeks.)themomentIsawyourhusband's

messageIdroppedeverythingandcame.So

what'smyjobthistime.

MrK:JamesmeetmydaughterLalimi.Lalidear

thisisthedesignerItoldyouabout.

James:Heygirl.(Hekissedbothhercheeks.)

Lali:Hello(smiling)

James:Youlookbreathetaking.Finallyinthis

housethere'ssomeonebeautiful.(Everyone

laughed.)

Ana:whatdoyoumeanbythat.(shewasgetting

workedup)

James:Likegirl...haveyouseenyourselfonthe

mirror.Youlooklikeyourmothershittedonyou

whenshewasgivingbirth.(Everyonewasnowin



stitches.)

Ana:Momyouknowwhat...(Herfacewasnowpale.

Mypoordaughter.)

James:Wow...yourmotherisalsolaughing.But

sheisalso...

Me:Don't...

-everyonewaslaughingexceptforMrsKaneand

herdaughterAna.

James:Anywayguysdon'ttakemeserious.Y'll

knowIlikejoking.Butbabesyouareindeed

beautiful.

-referringtoLali.

James:Anyways!Let'sgo.(HegrabbedLaliand

theywalkedupstairs.)

Lali'sPOV

James:Sopleaseshowmeyourroom.



(-Ishowedhim.)

James:SowhileI'm busydoingmeasurements

pleaselookforadesignyouwilllike.(Hehanded

mehisIpad.Iwasbusyscrollingandwascaught

byafloraldustypinkdesign.Itwasonthewalls

andthebeddingsetmatchedit.Thebathroomalso

hadthistheme.IthinkIlikeit.)

Me:Ilikethisone.

(Hejustbustedintolaughter.)

James:ohpleasestop.Youarenotjustbeautiful

youarefunnytoo.

Me:Butwhyareyoulaughing.

James:Thisismygrandmother'sdesign.Itthefirst

designIdidafterigraduated.I'mnotsayingitugly

butgirl.It'sjusttoooldforyou.Youarestillyoung.

Chooseanotheronepleaseoryoucanaskyour

sisterstohelpyou.

Me:(Ilaughedalittle)Canyoupleasejustdo

somethingthatyouthinkisnice.Youcando

anything.I'mreallynotgoodinthisthings.



James:okaydoll.Letmetakeapicofyou.

Me:butwhy?

James:pleasestopquestioningmeandshowyour

cuteandflawlesssmile.

(Igiggled.)

James:nowplease.

(Ismiledthanhetookalotofpictures.Aftera

picturehewouldaskmetochangeapause.I

wonderwhathe'sgoingtodowithmypictures.)

James:okaydone.Ihavetogonowandbuyallthe

thingsIwillneed.

Me:Themoney?

James:yourdadknowshowIoperatedon'tworry.

(hewashalfwaytothedoor)TomorrowwhenI

comepleasebedressed.

(Ilaughedandthrewapillowathim.Heissucha

mood.Iwouldn'tmindtospendtimewithhim.I

tookaquickbathandwenttolookforsomethingto

wear.Itookoutablackrippedjeanandawhite

plainTshirt.IwentoutandAbenwasalready



waitingforme.Iwenttohim.)

Me:Heyhowareyou?(hekeptquiet.Iwavedon

hisface)HELLO.

Aben:Hey...Howareyou?

Me:I'm good.

Aben:you...youlookbeautiful.

Me:thanks(hestoodthereandstaredatme)can

wegonow.

Aben:sure.(wedroveoffandwenttopickNomhle

up.Wewerenowonthewaytothemall.We

arrived)

Me:Abenareyoucomingwithus?

Aben:Nop...pleasecallmewhenyoubothare

done(hegavemeacardthathashisnumber.)

Me:okaysure.(hewentbacktothecaranddrove

off.)

Nomhle:mhhsomeonehasaboyfriend.

Me:what?Don'tbesillyheismydriver.



Nomhle:ohhreally.Butdriversdon'tstareat

passengers.

Me:Ohstopit.Wearejustfriends.

Nomhle:hopeso.Heiscutethough.His

smile,dimplesandmuscles.

Me:Godhelpyourchild.What'swrongwithyou.

Let'sgo.(WefirstwenttoIphoneshop.)

Nomhle:Friendwhatarewedoinghere.Didyou

seethelabelofthisshop?

Me:YesIdidIPHONEsowhat?(Ipulledherhand

.)pickoneyoulike.

Nomhle:nofriendI'mfine.

Me:Pleasestopandchooseoneyoulike.

Nomhle:Likeforreal.I'mfinewithmySamsung

S10.

Me:alrightifyousayso.(Iwentandlookedatthei

phone11pro.Imustsayilikeit.Icalledthe

assistingladytohelpme.)

Nomhle:MyGodfriend.Iphone11pro.whatare



youamillionaire'sdaughter.

Me:nobabesaTRILLIONAIRE'Sdaughter.(And

thanIsmiled.)

TheLady:Whichcolouryoulike.

Me:Greyplease.Arepouchesalsosoldhere?

Thelady:yes.

Me:OkaycanIalsohaveanAdidasone.

TheLady:okay.(ShetestedittomakesureItdoes

nothaveanyproblem.Iputonapouchandtook

somePicswithmyfriend.WepayandthanIputit

safeinmybag.)

Thelady:Thankyouforshopping.

Nomhle:WowgirlI'm jealous.

Me:Isn'tIaskedyou?

Nomhle:I'mfine...butyooh.

Me:Wenowgoingtobuyourselvesclothes.(We

wenttoeverystore.Weboughtclothesinevery

store.Weevenboughtmatchingsneakersand

tracksuits.)



Me:doyouhaveairtimesowecancallAbentotake

thisclothes.

Nomhle:Sure.(wecalledhim.Hecameandwe

tookourclothestothecar)

Aben:MustItakethemhome?

Me:no...Ireallydon'ttrustmysisters(welaugheda

little.)

Aben:okaymadam.Y'llboughtthewholemall.I

hopeyouboughtsomethingformetoo.

Me:HowcouldIforgetyou.Mybestie.(Ilied)

Iwillgiveittoyouwhenwegoinghome.

Aben:sure.

(Hethanwentaway)

Me:let'sgotothejewelryshop.Ineedtobuyhim

something.

Nomhle:okaysure.

(Wewenttosterns)

Me:Whichisthemostexpensivewatchhere?



(Theladyshowedme)okaypleasecanIbuyit.

Thelady:wowyoureallylovethepersonyou

buyingitfor.

Me:heismyfriend.

Thelady:mhhIhopeso.

(Ipaidandleft)

Me:okaylet'sgoandbuysomethingtoeatnow.

I'm reallyhungry.

(WewenttoMcDonaldsandorderedburgersand

milkshakes.Ourordercamethroughthanwe

startedeating.)

Nomhle:Youknowfriend.Thankyouforeverything.

Todaywasaverygoodday.Ihadalotoffunwith

you.

Me:youdon'tneedtothankme.Wearesisters

right.Godwearebadkids.Weboughtnothingfor

ourmom.

Nomhle:shewon'tmind.

Me:ohhplease.Afterwearedonewewillgoand



buyheranecklace.(Wewenttoajewelryshopand

boughtandverybeautifulnecklaceherMrs

Khumalo.Ialsodecidedtobuyatieformydad.)

Me:pleasecallAbenagain.Itlatenowwehaveto

go.

(Abenarrived.Iwassleepingontheway.We

droppedNomhlethanwenthome)

Aben:Wakey...wakey.wehavearrived.

(Hecalledtheothersecuritiestohelpwithmy

things.Ihandedhimhisgift.)

Aben:WowLalithankyouverymuch.(Hekissed

meonmyforehead.)

Me:Goodnight.

(IwentinandeveryonewaswatchingTV.)

Jase:Wowareallofthoseyourclothes.

Me:yes(Igiggled)

Jase:Wowgirls.Ihopeyouboughtsomethingfor

ustoo.

Me:NoIdidn't.BecausesomedayIwouldliketo



gooutwithy'll.

Jase:Ncoo.Weloveyousis.

Me:surecanIgonow.I'mreallytired.

(Iwenttomybedroom.Ihadtojumptomybed.my

roomwasveryfullbecauseofthethingsIbought.I

wentandtookaquickshowerandwentstraightto

bed.Iwillunpackeverythingtomorrow.)

(ItwasnowinthemorningIwasstillinmypjs.I

wentdownstairstohavebreakfast.Ibroughta

smallpaperbagthathasthetieIboughtfordad.)

Me:Goodmorningeveryone.(Mysiblingswere

staringonmyhand)

Me:What'swrongguys?

Zayn:LaliisthataniPhone11?

Me:nahitIphone11pro

Zayn:wowthat'ssocool.MomI'vebeenwantingto

buyit.DadcanI?

Dad:Sureifyouwantit.Wecangoandbuyitnow

ifyouwant.



JaseandTony:Ustoodad.

Dad:Sure.Iwillfetchy'llafternoon.Lalipleaseget

readytoo.

Me:okaydad.Igotyousomething.(Ihandedhim

hisgift.)

Dad:wowthanksmydear.Noonefrommy

childrenhaseverboughtanything.Thanksvery

much.(wehugged.wethanfinishedeating.The

girlsleftthetableandwenttotheirbedrooms)

Me:erhhguy?Cany'llkinderhelpmepackmy

clothesinthewardrobe.

Jase:don'tevenhavetoask.Let'sgo.whattime

isJamescoming?

Me:Idon'tknowexactly.

(Speakingofthedevil)

James:Helloeveryone.(Hewaswithabatchof

men)okayguysletmeshowthemwheretoputall

thisthings.(Iranafterhimandheopenedmyroom)

James:Wowgirlyourroomisamess(he

laughed)don'tworrymybabe.Okayguysput



everythingdownstairs.(Theywentbackwiththe

thingstheybroughttoplacedownstairs)Okayguys

lethelpthislittleMissout.Weunpacked

everything.JameswaseventellingmehowIcan

matchalloftheclothesIbought.Heeventoldus

howwecanarrangeeverything.By3pmwewere

done.)

Me:jhoothanksverymuchguys.

James:itwasnothingdoll.

Zayn:Haaitwassomething...somethingbig...it

wasalotofclothes.(Wealllaughed)

James:Anyway...Iwillstartwithdesigningyour

roomtomorrow.

Me:I'msorryfordraggingyourwork....

James:There'snoproblemmydear.Iwillcome

earlytomorrowpleasebeready.

Me:sure.

(hethanwent)

Me:guyslet'sgetready.



Jase:yohhI'mtired.Iwillsleepalittle.(theyall

agreedonthat)

Me:Iseey'lldon'twantthoseIphone11'sanymore.

Tony,Jase&Zayn:TF!(theytotheirrooms.Ilaughed.

Ialsowenttobath.AfterIwasdoneIwenttolotion

mybody.Itookoutablackbodyhuggingdressand

blackAdidaspushins.Iappliedalipgloss.Itook

outablackhandbag.Idressedthanwenttothe

balconytotakesomesnaps.)

Jase:Lali!Lali!Dadishere.(Iwentdownstairsand

yesdadwashere.)

Tony:Youlookbeautiful.

Me:thanks.

Dad:okay...let'sgo.

(MrsKanewaswalkingdownthesteps.)

Dad:Whereareyougoingto?

Mrsk:Ihaveadatewithmyfriend.

Dad:okay...wherearethegirls?

Zayn:DaisyandAnasaidtheyarenotgoing.



Dad:Zia?

Jase:Shewenttoherfriend'shouse.

Dad:okaylet'sgo.

(Wewerenowonourway.AblackMaseraticar

passedus.Itwasdrivingveryfast.SuddenlyI

couldn'tbreathe.)

Tony:LalI?Areyoufine?

Me:Wa...waterplease.(Hehandedmewater.I

finishedthewholebottle)

Dad:arealrightmydear.

Me:yeah.(wearrivedtothemallandwentstraight

totheIphoneshop)

Me:erhhdad...canIgotothebathroomwhilethe

boysarechoosingphonestheywant.

Dad:Sure...besafeplease.

(Iwenttothetoiletandpeed.Suddenlymyheart

achedandtheheartbeatincreased.Iheldmychest

.Iwentanddrankwater.Suddenlywaterchanged

intoblood.IlookedatthemirrorandIwasshown.



Theverysamecarthatwasdrivingfastparkingfew

housesafterourhouse.Suddenlyeverything

becameclear.Isetdownandcried.)

Me:Why?why?Whyareyounotgivingmeaclue.

What'shappening?doIhavetobeworried.

SomeLady:Areyouokay.

Me:yeah.(Iwenttothetapanddrankwaterand

washedmyface.Ithanwentbacktoeveryoneelse.

)

Jase:whattookyousolong.Wehavebeenwaiting

foryou.

Me:thetoiletswefull.(Ifaintlysmiled)

Dad:okaylet'sgobuysomeclothes.

Me:Idon'tthinkIwillbuyanythingafteryesterday.

Dad:don'tbestupid.Todayisanotherday.

(WewenttoaGucciboutique.Weboughtmatching

sneakersandIboughtawhitebodyhuggingGucci

dress.IalsoboughtGuccistilettos.Wethanwent

toLV(Lous...)Ialsoboughtfewdressesthere.We

thanwenttoSpursweorderedandhadsomething



toeat.)

Dad:erhhguysIwillsendadrivertocomeandpick

y'llup.Ihaveameetingtoattendbuty'llcanstay

andbuyanythingy'llwant.Lalididyoubringyour

card(Inodded)okayseey'llathome.

Jase:byepops.(Dadwentaway)

Tony:Laliareyouokay?

Me:yeahI'mjusttired.

Zayn:Heyguyslet'sgoandbuysomejewelry.

Me:sure(wewentandboughtnecklaces,watches

andbracelets.)

Zayn:Lalidoyouwanttomeetourfriends.

Tony:Zayn!

Me:noitfinelet'sgothedriverhasarrivedanyway.

(Wewerenowonthewaytotheirfriends)

Jase:ActuallyLaliwearegoingtoaparty.(WTF!I

saidtomyself)ourfriendsinvitedus.Wesorrywe

hadto...



Me:it'sfineguysaslongwewon'tgohomelate.

Zayn:Wepromise.(Wethanwenttowhereverthe

partywas.Thedriverparkedthecarin.Wegotout.

Everyonewasstaringatmeandthantalkingto

themselves.)

Me:erhhguys...Iwillwaitfory'llinthecar.

Zayn:Don'tworry...come...youarewithus.(We

thanwenttositwheretherewaspeoplesittingina

circle.Wethansetdown.)

Jase:Erhh...heyeveryonethisisoursisterLali

.(Theythanallintroducedthemselves.Sothey

weredrinkingalcoholandIwasjustbusyonmy

phone.Idecidedtodownload

WhatsApp,Instagram,tiktok,TwitterandFacebook.

Istarteduploadingmypictures.Threegirlscame

ourwayandsetnexttomybrothers.Itwastwoby

two.)

Zayn:erhh...Lalithisismygirlfriendfriend

Madison.

Jase:ThisismygirlfriendAddison.HerandMadi

aresisters.



Me:okaynicetomeetyouguys.

"AndI'mCarol...Tony'sgirlfriend."(Sheextended

herarmstohugme.Istoodupandhuggedher.)

Carol:Wownicedress.Youarebeautiful.

Me:Thanksyoutoo.(ilaughedinside.Sheisugly

period.Sheisaslayqueen.Thereothergirlsare

fine.TonywasallquietIwonderwhy.Iwasbusy

chattingonWhatsAppwithAben.

________________________________________________

TheWhatsAppconversation

Aben:Soyouareseriousthatyouataparty

Me:yeahtheyaskedme.

Aben:whatareyoudoingthere.

Me:I'mjustsittingaloneallbored.

Aben:Doyouwantmetofetchyou?

Me:Sure...aslongasyouwon'ttakemehome.

Aben:What?why?



Me:becauseifIgohomewithouttheboystheywill

getintotrouble.

Aben:wowyouareagoodsister.Sendmethe

locationsoIcanfetchyou

Me:OKAY.What'swiththeEmoji

Aben:sendthelocationandstopasking

questionsIcannotanswer.(IaskedZaynthe

locationthansentittohim)

Aben:okayI'mcomingnow.IwillcallwhenIhave

arrived.

Me:Sure

________________________________________________

Me:erhhZayn...afriendofminewanttoseeme.

Tony:whoisthat.

Me:youwon'tknowher.Sheiscomingtopickme

upbutIwillcomebacksoon.

Tony:youarenotgoing.



Zayn:comeonTonycan'tyouseesheisbored.

Me:OhhandIwasjustlettingmybrothersknow.I

wasn'texactlyaskingapermission.

"OhhtheMightyKanes"

Jase:HeyOdin.ErhhOdinthisisoursisterLaliand

LalithisisOdin.

Odin:nicetomeetyou(hethanextendedhishand

forahandshake.Awomenhecamewithcleared

herthroat.)

Zayn:ohhandLalithisisAvani.Odin'sgirlfriend.

Me:nicetomeetyouguys.(theythanjoinedus)

Odin:SoyouareLalithatIamgoingtogetmarried

to...mhhyouareindeedbeautiful.(WHAT!)

Everyone:WHAT?

Tony:Heydude...don'tcomehereandspeaksh**

Odin:ohhy'lldon'tknow.Yourparentsandmy

parentsarrangedamarriageforLaliandI.

(IsweartoGodmyheartwasbrokenintohundreds.

Tearswerenowthreateningtocomeout.Myphone



ranganditwasAben.)

Me:I'm coming.

Me:guysmyfriendishere.Iwillbeback.

MrMrKane'sPOV

IwenttotherestaurantItoldMrMartineztomeet

meat.Hewasindeedthereandhadalready

orderedawhiskey.

Him:Finallyyouarehere.Ithoughtyouhave

changedyourmind.

Me:noIwasactuallyoutwithmykids.

Him:mhhIsee.Sowhatwereyoutalkingabouton

thephone.

Me:(Ipouredmyselfaglassofwhiskeyandtooka

sipfromit.)Mydaughterwillnolongermarryyour

daughter.



Him:butwhy?Didwedosomethingwrong?

Me:no...Ihavefinallyrealizedsomething.ThatIt

wasactuallywrongofmetotreatmydaughterill.

I'm nowimprovingmyrelationshipwithher.

Him:But...whataboutmybusinessthatyouwere

goingtoinvestin.

Me:don'tworryaboutthat.Thedealisstillon.it's

justthatyoursonwon'tmarrymydaughter

anymore.

Him:wowokay...that'snotaproblem.(Acallcame

throughfromoneofthesecurities.)

Me:Ihavetotakethis.(Istoodupandwentoutside)

Me:Hello

"Sir...sir"(hewasbreathingveryhard)

Me:calmdownandtellmewhat'sgoingon.

"sir...youneedtocome(hewasnowcrying)you

needtohurryup.We...wedon'tknowwhat

happened"

Me:okayI'm onmyway...butwhat'shappened.(I



wasnowdrivinglikeamaniac)

"Sirit...ityourdaughters"(thanthelinewentdead.

Fucknetwork)

Lali'sPOV

Aben:youknoweverytimewhenI'mfeelingdownI

wouldcomehereandwatchthestars.(Wewereat

theparklayingontopofthecar)

Me:itisreallyrefreshing.

Aben:yeah.(wethanlookedateachother.AndI

shylylookeddown.Iwentoffthecarandstoodby

thedoor.Healsofollowedmeandstoodinfrontof

me.Hethanwrappedhishandsaroundmywaist.)

Me:Whatareyoudo...(heshutmeupwithakiss.I

triedtopushhimbuthewasstrong.)

Aben:Iloveyou(what?...hecontinuedtokissme

.ThistimearoundIkissedhimback.Idon'tknow

whyIdidthatbutIdid.Wekisseduntilmyphone

rang.ItwasTony.)



Aben:Yourboyfriend?

Me:noitTony.

Me:Hello...

Tony:youneedtocomeback.Dadcalledandsaid

weneedtocomebackitanemergency.Hurryup

becausewewillalsogoandfetchZia.

Me:it'sfiney'llcango.IwillcallAbentocomeand

pickmeup.

Tony:okaybefast.

Me:weneedtogo.Dadwantsushome.(wedrove

off.Iwasnowworried.)

Aben:Don'tworrynothingiswrong.I'msureheis

callingbecausehethinksit'snowlate.(Hisother

handwasdrivingwhiletheotheronewasholding

myhand.Hekeptonkissingit.Wearrivedafter

whatfeltlikethewholedayofdriving.Iwentout.

Morethanfivepolicecarswereparkedoutside.)



Me:aren'tyoucomingin?

Aben:no...Ihavesomewheretogoto.

(Iwenttohimandkissedhimthanwhisperedonhis

ear)

Me:Idon'thaveaboyfriend.Youaremyboyfriend.

(Ithangiggledandattemptedtoleave.Hegrabbed

myhandandwhispered)

Aben:YouarethewomenIwastalkingabout.(we

thanlookedateachotherandkissed.Ithansaid

mygoodbyethanwentinside.Igotintwobodies

werecovered.Ithanrantothedinningroom.The

boysandZiawerealreadyhere.Theywerecrying.)

Me:guyswhat'sgoingon?

(Theykeptquiet.)

Me:where'sdad?

Jase:inhisstudyingroom.

Me:okay.(Istoodupandwenttowherethebodies

werelaid.Iuncoveredtheirbodies.ItwasDaisy

andAna.Theirchestswereripped.Aheartwas

takenandotherorgans.Ijustranupstairstomy



roomandlockedmyselfinside.Icried.)

Me:Why?Whynow?whythis.(Iwastalkingto

myself)Whythemtoomygoodlord.Whathave

theydonetodeservethis.therewerestillyoung.

Theyhaddreamstofulfill.(Iwenttothebathroom

andwashedmyface.Suddenlythewaterchanged

intoblood.Ilookedatthemirror.Everythingthat

happenedplayedonit.Itwasaverylongdark

gentlemen.Hefirstblewsomepotiononthe

guard'sface.Theguardthanfelldown.Wewent

insidethehouseandburntsomethingthatmadeall

theguardstofaint.IthansawhowdraggingDaisy

andAna'sbodies.Hestartedrippingthereoff.)

Me:Whyareyoushowingmethisnow?Why?

(Ithanfeltweakandpassedout.Itwasnowlikei

wasdreamingiwastalkingtosomelady.

"I'msorryforyourloss.Butwedidtrytoshowyou

butyouignored."

Me:whatyoushowedmewasn'tclearthough.(I

wascrying)

"itwasyourfirsttest.Toseeifinfutureyouwillbe



abletoovercomeanydifficulties."

Me:areyouevenlisteningtoyourself.Ijustlost

two...twofuckensistersandyoutellingmethatit

wasafuckingtest.

"Thiswasgoingtohappen.Don'tgetmewrongbut

wealsowantedtoseeifyoudolistentous.Ifyou

dounderstandthethingsweshowyou."

Me:soyouhaveseen...youhaveseenmefailingto

protectmysisters.Whatnow?

"

Me:Whatnow?

"Ihavetogo...butfirstIwillhelpyouwith

something.Ifyouwanttotracksomeone's

whereabouts.Youneedtotakethatperson'sblood

sampleandbefamiliarwithitsmell.Thanyouwill

halftransform.Notfully.Thanyouwillstart

searching.Don'tbringthebloodsampleyoutook

withyouokay?"

Me:okay...thanksverymuch.

(IthanwokeupandIwasnowinbed.ASmall



blanketwasplacedontopofme.Ismiled.Ithan

wenttodad'sStudy.Hewasindeedtherecrying

anddrinkingawhiskeyfromthebottle.Hewas

lookingataphotothathasAnaandDaisy.)

Me:dad...I'msorry...I'mreallysorryforyourloss.

Dad:don'tbesorrymydear.Itwasnotyourfault.

I'mjustconfused.Whowoulddosomethingso

cruel.Thesaddestpartisthathekilledthemso

easily.Heusedsomeblackmagicshit.Isawon

theCameras.

Me:Where'smom?

Dad:I'vebeentryingtocallherbutsheisnot

answeringherphone.

MrsKane'sPOV

IwashavingagoodtimewithMike.Ithandecided

toswitchmyphoneon.Messagefrom my

Husbandstartedfloodinginmyphoneandmissed

calls.



Me:IthinkIhavetogonow.

Mike:Sure...hopetoseeyousoon.Passmy

regardstomychildren.

Me:sureIwill.(Ithangotdressedanddroveback

tomyhouse.Therewerepolicecarsoutsideand

themortuarypeoplewerecarryingtwocorpsesinto

theircars.Iwentinsidetothedinningroom.

Everyonewastherebesidesmyhusband,Tonyand

Lali.

Me:Whathappened?

(Ziarantomeandhuggedme.)

Me:It'sokaymydear...I'mherenow.(Iwasrubbing

herback)letitalloutbabythantellmewhat

happened.(Shethancalmeddown)

Zia:Mom...it's...it'sDaisyandAna.Theyhaveleft

us.(shethancriedagain.Ijustdidn'tknowwhatto

do.Iwenttothecameraroomtoseewhat

happened.AfterwhatIsawIrantoourbedroom

andbrokedownintocrying.)
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Tony'sPOV

Iwasinmybedroom.IswitchedoffthelightsandI

wassittingonthefloorlookingatthefamilyphoto.

Itreallygoingtobesodifferentwithoutthem.Yes

theyusedtoannoymebutIcaredandlovedthem.

AndIwilldoeverythinginmypowertofindtheir

murder.Istoodupandwenttothemirror.My

fangswerestilloutandmyfacewasdry.Ireally

needtofeed.Iwentdownstairsthelightswere

switchedoff.ThankGodeveryoneisasleep.Iwent

tothegarageandslowlytookoneofmydad'scars.

Istarteditandthandroveoff.Iwenttothenearest

brothel.Iwasnowwithsomegirlandwewere

headingtotheforest.



Her:Heycutieboy.Wherearewegoing?

Me:don'tworrygorgeous...wearegoing

somewherepeacefulwherenoonewilldisturbus.(I

drovetotheoldhousethatIusewhenI'mfeeding.

Itwasinthemiddleoftheforest.Iparkedthecar

nexttoit.)

Me:Let'sgoinside.(WewentinandIlitacandle.I

thankissedher.WhenwewerenowinbedIstarted

bitingherneck.)

Her:(screaming)Help...Helpwhatareyou

doing?...S..some...somebodyh..(shewasnowweak

.Shethancollapsed.IfedonheruntilIregained

myenergy.Iwasnowbacktonormalandmust

speedwasveryhighasIamavampire.Herblood

wasveryfresh.Itooksomeofherbloodandputit

inthefridge.Ithantookherbodyandburntit.

Whenshewasnowanash.Iwashedmyhandsand

face.I'mabouttokickanassnow.Idrovetothe

mortuarywheremysisterswerekeptat.Itouched

wheretheywererippedoffandsuddenlyIwas

shownabatchofpeopleandasnake.Isuddenly

rantowhereIwasshown.



WHERETHECULTWASHAVINGAMEETING

Theirmaster:MrKhumaloyoudidagreatjob.The

heartsandorgansyoubroughtwereveryfreshand

pure.YouknowwhenI'mgone.Whenthedevilhas

takenmysoultohell.Youwilltakeoverthiscult.

MrKhumalo:Iwouldbehonored.Ihavetogonow.

Theirmaster:Besafe.

(JustwhenMrKhumalohadleft.Tonyarrivedwe

wentintheothermemberswerestillthere.Hegotin

andrippedtheirthroats.Hethanwenttotheir

masterwhotriedtofighthim.Butwasnotableas

Tonywasveryfast.Heusedagoldenspearthat

wasplacedontopofacoffin.Hestabbedhim

repeatedly.Hethanwenttothesnake.Itwasvery

powerfulitwasfightingback.Tonywasnowonthe

floorandthesnakewasabouttofinishhimwhen

someonestabbedonitback.Hestabbedandwas



alsocuttingitintopieces.Theythandousedthe

wholehutwithpetrolandsetitonfire.Theywaited

untilitwasfinished.)

Tony:Thankyouverymuchuncle.Ifyoudidn't

comeontherighttimeIwouldbedeadbynow.

"Iwillalwaysprotectyou.Imadeyourfathera

promisetoprotectyouandalwaysguideyou."

(Theyhugged)

"Gonowbeforethesunrise.Youknowwhenyou

arelikethisthesunisourgreatestenemy.

Anywaysyouareluckythatyouareabletowalkon

thesunduringtheday"

Tony:ButwhenIhavetransformedIcan't.

"ohh...beforeIgo.ithasbeenreportedthatthe

Adilaisstillalive.Weneedtohuntitdown"

Tony:IswearwhenIfindit...Iwillripitchestand

fryit.Itfamilymademylifedifficult.Ilostmy

fatherbecauseofit.

"Weneedtofinditfirstthankillit.Beforeother



peoplefindit"

Tony:yeah...anywaybyeuncle.

(Theythandismissed)

Tony'sunclePOV

MynameisJosh.ButpeoplecallmeDanger.

Tony'sfatherwasmyyoungerbrother.Sowhen

TonywasstillyoungIliedtohimthatthebeasts

killedhisfather.WhereasIdid.IkilledhimafterI

foundoutthatallofourfather'sinheritancewillbe

giventohim.Ihadtokillhim.Ifirstkilledour

fatherthanhim.SoTonyhasbeenfullofhatred

towardsthebeasts.AndIhadthat17yearsbacka

verypowerfulandstrongbeastwasborntheAdila.

SoIwantTonytofinditsothaticantakeitpowers.

MrKhumalo'sPOV



WhenIgothomeIwentstraighttothesecretroom.

WhenIgotthereeverythingwasburnt.Ithanwent

tothebucketfullofblood.IstirredituntilIwas

shownwhathappened.Butwhatwouldvampires

wantfromus.Iwentbacktomybedroommywife

wasstillasleep.Ipackedallmythingsandbooked

aprivatejet.ItookmyLandandcompaniesform

andsignedeverythingofftomywife'sname.When

IgettoEgyptIwillstartanewbusiness.Ialsoleft

anote.Itookallmythingsandwenttotheairport.

AndfinallyIwasoutofthecountry.

>itwasnowinthemorning<

Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupandmadebreakfastforeveryone.

EveryonewasnowhavingbreakfastbutMrsKane

wasnot.Itookherfoodtoher.WhenIgotinshe

wasjuststaringatthewall.



Me:Goodmorning.(Shekeptquiet.)Ibroughtyou

food.(stillnothing.Iwentdownandtolddad.)

Dad:IthinkIneedtotakehertoatherapist.

Loosingtwodaughtersinanonegoisn'tajoke.

Shereallyneedhelp.

(Jamescamein)

James:(hewassidehuggingeveryone)Iheard

whathappened.Sorryguys.WhereismyDiva.

Dad:SheisupstairsbutIdon'tthinksheisreadyto

speaktoanyone.

James:Yhoo...I'msuresheistraumatized.

(Hethandishedforhimself.Ikeptstealingglances

atTony.Therewassomethingoffabouthim.When

Ilookathimitlikehehasbloodinhishandsand

thereisanotherbloodonhismouth.Maybeitmy

imagination.Wethanfinishedeating.Iwasnow

washingdishes.Dadwasonhisphonehiring

someonetoplanthefuneralforAnaandDaisy.I

finishedthandecidedtocallNomhleandtellthem

aboutwhathappened.Shealsotoldmeaboutwhat

happenedthatherStepdadlefteverythingtotheir



mom.Heleftthecountry.Dammit.Hegotaway

again.ButwhywouldherunawaywhenIhaven't

doneanythingyet.Iwasplanningtoattackthem

afterthefuneral.Someonemusthavetippedhim

off.ButInevertoldanyoneaboutmyplan.Shitthis

isallmessedup.Nomhlesaidtheywillcheckupon

metomorrow.)

MrsKhumalo'sPOV

Iwokeupearlyinthemorning.Iwenttothekitchen

andpreparebreakfast.ButIfoundanenvelope

placedunderthepot.Iopeneditandsawmyname.

Eachandeveryformhadmyname.Ithanreadit.It

saidthateverythingthatmyhusbandownednow

belongtome.Therewasanotherletterwrittenby

him.Itread:

______________________________________________



ListenheredearwifeItransferredeverythingto

yourname.Youbettertakegoodcareofmy

businesses.TakeNomhletoagoodschoolmake

surewhensheisinvarsityshedoacoursethat

hasbusinessmanagement.Shewillmanageallmy

businesses.Youwillneverseemeagain.

MrKhumalo

_______________________________________________

IscreamandcalledNomhle.Shereadeverything.

Wejumpedanddanced.Finallywewilllivein

peacewithoutthatmonster.Iwasoverhappy.I

preparedaverygoodbreakfastthangotreadytogo

andspeaktohislawyer.Lalitoldusaboutwhat

happenedandIfeltverysorryforMrsKane.She

nowhaslostFourchildren.Shereallyneedto

repentandstarttobelieveinGod.



MrsKane'sPOV

Iwassobroken.Ifeelsoshuttered.Ifeellikeitmy

faulttheydied.IfIwasn'twithMikeiwouldhave

beentheretoprotectthem.It'smyfaulttheywere

brutallykilled.Mikehasbeencallingme.Ijust

don'tknowwhattosaytohim.SoIdecidedto

switchoffmyphone.IwasnowfeelingbetterafterI

haveseenthetherapist.MyhusbandandIwere

nowonourwaytocheckifeverythingisdoneand

readyfortomorrowasthefuneralistakingplace

tomorrow.

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Better...Ijustfeellikeallofthisismyfault.

Him:wherewereyouonthatday?Itriedcallingyou

butyourphonewasoff.

(Igotalittlefrightened)

Me:ItoldyouIwasoutwithmyfriend.

Him:mhhIsee.Sincewhendoyougooutwith



yourfriends?(Ikeptquiet)I'maskingyou.

Me:Haa...Iwon'ttolerateyouaskingmequestions

thatareuseless.Wejustlosttwodaughtersand

youhavetheaudacitytoaskmethat.

Him:istheresomethingyouarehidingfromme?

Me:w...wha...what?...n..noobviously.

Him:Ihopeso.

(Wecheckedthevenueandthecatering.

Everythingwasreadyfortomorrow.)

Lali'sPOV

Wewereallsittingatthediningroom.everyonewas

busyontheirphones.IwaschattingwithAbenon

WhatsApp.

______________________________________________



WhatsAppconversation

Aben:Howiseveryone?

Me:copping...

Aben:CanIseeyoutoday

Me:Sure...when?

Aben:Nowifyoucan

Me:okay.

Aben:Iwillparkthecarfewhousesaway.

Me:okay

Aben:thanks

Me:

________________________________________________

IstoodupandwenttoputaJerseyon.Ithantook

mybagandphonethanwentout.I'mgladnoone

noticedme.IsawAben'scarthanwentin.Wethan

droveoff.



Aben:Hey...thankyouforcoming.

Me:Ijustwantedfreshair.Sowherearewegoing

to?

Aben:tomyhouse.

Me:Idon'tthinkthatagoodidea.

Aben:(hesmirked)don'tworrywewon'tdo

anything.

Me:okayifyousayso.

(Wethandroveintosomedoublestoryhouse.I

assumeithishouse.Wewentin.itisbeautiful.)

Me:Nicehouse.

Aben:thankyou...itwillsoonbeourhouse.

Me:(smiled)youwish.

Aben:erhhyoucangositdownthereatthedining

room.Pleaseorderapizzainthemeantime.

Me:Sure...Iwenttositdownandorderedapizza.

(Hethancamebackwithathrowblanket.He

openedamoviethanwrappedhishandsaround

wasshoulders.Thedoorbellranghewenttocheck



andcamebackwithapizza.Wewerenoweating

andwatchingthemovie.)

Aben:Ireallycan'tbelievethatyouaremygirlfriend.

Me:metoo.IneverthoughtIwouldhavea

boyfriend.

(Hecuppedmyfaceandmademelookathim.)

Aben:IloveyouLalimi.Iloveyouwholeheartedly.

Youarethebestthingthathaseverhappenedinmy

life.Ipromisetonotbreakyourheartandtreatyou

likeaqueenyouare.Iwillneverdoanythingthat

willmakeyouhateme.Iloveyou.

Me:(Itouchedhisface)Iloveyoutoo.

(Heleanedoverandkissedme.Wekissedfor

sometime.Untilhestartedundressingme.I

grabbedhishand)

Me:I'm notready.

Aben:Don'tworry...Iwon'tdoanythingthing.I'm

justadmiringyourbeauty.

(hecontinuedkissingme.Hethanwentwentto

myneckandtomytitsandsuckthemlikehislife



dependedonthem.Hethenwentdownleavingwet

kisses.Hethanreachedmyclit.Heslowlyrubbed

itwithhistongue.Heincreasedhispace.Itwasso

enjoyablethatIstartedtomoanalittle .Hethan

wenttomycookie.HeateitupandIfelta

sensationbuildup.IthanreleasedsomethingI

don'tknowwhatitisexactly.Hecleanedmewith

histonguethanwenttokissme.Hemademetaste

myownself.)

Aben:Didyoulikeit.(Islowlynodded)let'sgoand

bathtogether.(Hecarriedmebridalstyletothe

bathroom.Hethanranthebathandstartedtaking

offhisclothes.IwasalreadynakedsoIwentinside

thebath.HewasnownakedandIcouldseehis

anaconda.Itwasextreme.HesetbehindmeandI

placedmybackonhischest.Hewasplayingwith

myhands.Thewaterwasnowcoldsowedried

ourselves.IthanputonhisTshirt.Wethanwent

backtowatchTV.Myphonerangitwasdad.

Me:Hello.



Dad:Whereareyou?

Me:I'matafriend'shouse.

Dad:Howcanyouvisitafriendwhenyouknow

exactlythattomorrowisafuneral.

Me:I'mcomingback.IwillaskAbentocomeand

fetchme.

Dad:okaybefast.(Wethanbustedintolaughter)

Me:youhavetotakemehome.Beforethatoldmen

finishme.(Wethangotdressedanddroveoff.He

parkedthecaroutsideandwewerekissing.)

Aben:thankyoufortoday.Ihadagreattimewith

you.(Ijustsmiled.)

Me:Metoo...(Ithanbabykissedhim)byebesafe.

Aben:suremylady.

>>>Tobecontinued>>>

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Itwasthefuneralday.

EveryoneintheKanehouseholdwokeupand

preparedtogotothefuneral.Noonewastalkingto

anyone.Everyonewasdoingtheirbusiness.

Everyonewaswearingallblack.Thefuneralwas

goingtostartatthehallwheretheyhiredapastor

thantothecemetery.Afterthatpeoplewillgoback

totheKaneshouseholdforfoodanddrinks.

Everyonewasnowatthehall.Twocoffinswere

placedatthefrontcoveredinblankets.Anaand

Daisy'spictureswereplacedontopofeachcoffin

andwhitecandleswerealsolitsothattheirwayto

heavencanbebright.Thepastorfirstsaida

welcomingprayer.Afterthatfewverseswereread.

Itwasnowtimeforspeeches.MrKanefirstdidhis

speech.



MrKane:(hiseyeswerebloodshotred)Godreally

knowhowtobreakaparent'sheart.Ineverthought

afterloosingmytwinsatbirthIwasalsogoingto

losemyothertwodaughters.

Thedaytheylefttheworld.Iwastakingallmy

childrenout.Theysaidtheydon'twanttogo.Iwas

alittlesadbutdidn'twanttoshowotherkidsthat.

Wewenttothemallandhadfun.Ithanwenttoa

meeting.WhileIwasatitIgotacallfromoneof

thesecurities.Healsocouldn'ttalkhejustsaidI

musthurryhome.WhenIgotthere.Itwasalready

toolate.Mydaughterswerebrutallykilled.Iknow

therearepeopleouttherewhoareheartless.But

whocouldripoffachild'sheartandtakeoutallthe

intestines.(Everyoneheldtheirmouths.)I'veseenit

inmoviesbutIneverthoughtmydaughterswill

alsobeavictimofthat.(Helaughedbitterly)You

knowIrememberwhenAnafirstlearnthowtowalk.

ShesaiddaddyI'llfall.AndIsaiddon'tworrymy

deariwillalwaysprotectyou .Butnowiwasnot

abletoprotectthem.Ifailedthemastheirfather.



Andforthatiwillneverbeabletoforgivemyself.

(Hethanwentbacktowherehewassitting.Hewas

cryinglikealittleboy.MrsKanefollowedtodoher

speech.)

MrsKane:(shewasalsocrying)Ijustdon'tknow

wheretostart.ThepainI'mfeelingrightisworse.I

feellikeifIdidn'tgooutthatdayIwouldhavebeen

theretoprotectmydaughters.Ilovethem...Ilove

themsomuch.IneverthoughtIwouldlosethem

thissoon.Theyhaddreamstofulfill.Theyhada

brightfutureaheadofthem.Butthatallwas

snatchedfromthembysomecruelman.(She

startedcryingoutloud.MrsKhumalocameand

tookherbacktoherseat.Tonywentfront.)

Tony:(Hewaswearingshadestohidehistearsand

reddisheyes)Iwillspeakinbehalfofallmy

brothers.TheyareverybrokenIdon'tthinkthey

havethestrengthtospeak.IneverthoughtIwould

loseanyoneinmylifelikethis.Ialwaysknewthere



isdeath.Butneverknewthatitcouldtakemy

sisters.Whentheyarethisyoung.I'mgoingto

missthem.Yestheywereannoyingsometimes.

ButIlovedthem.Icaredforthem.Imadethema

promisethatIwillprotectthemnomatterwhat.But

Ifailedthem.Ifailedthemastheirbrother.Home

willnotbethesamewithoutthem.Theyusedto

bringjoyeveninhardships.AsIsitdownIwould

liketowishthemasafejourneytoheavenandlet

themknowthattheyareforeverloved.

Zia:Theyweremysistersandalsofriends.We

sharedeverything.Wegrewuptogether.We

sometimesusedtofightbutthatdidn'tmeanwe

hateeachother.WheneverIfeltdown.Theyused

tobemytherapists.Iwouldtalktothemthanafter

thatIwouldfeelbetter.Lifewithoutthemwillbeso

different.I'mnowalone...Ihavenoonetotalkto.

YesIdohaveothersiblings.ButAnaandDaisy

werebeyondbeingasibling.Theywerealso

parentstome.Therearesomethingsthatyou

cannottellyourparents.Butwhenyouhavea



sisteryouareabletobemoreopentothem.We

haddreams.Wehadplannedourfuturetogether.

Butitseemslikedestinyhaditplan.Iwillforever

loveyouguys.

Lali:Erh...eh...Ijustdon'tknowwhattosay.I've

knownthemforashotperiodoftime.ButsofarI

haveseenthattheyareniceandfriendlypeople.I

washopingthatweweregoingtospendmoretime

togetheruntilwegainasisterhoodbond.Butit

seemslikeGodhadalreadyplannedtotakehis

children.WhatIcanalsosaytomyfamilyisthat.

Let'snotblameGodforthetragedythathas

happenedbutbegratefulthattheyareoutofthis

cruelworld.ThattheyareInthesafestplacewith

thegreatLord.

(Justwhenthepastorwasabouttoannouncethat

everyonecannowgotothecemeteryadrunkman

walkedincarryingabottleofThreeShips.Hewas

sippingituntilhemadehiswaytothestage.Mrs



Kanewasveryshockedbecauseheknewtheman.

ItwasMike.)

Mike:(hewasclappinghands)Well...well...well.So

noonedecidedtotellmethatIhavejustlosta

daughter.(Everyonewasshockedtheyallcovered

theirmouths.MrKanewhowashugginghiswife

removedhishandsandlookedather)yes...yes

don'tbeshockedittrue.Anawasmydaughterand

Zaynismyson.

MrKane:what'sthisnonsense?(askinghiswife.

Hewasstartingtogetangry)

MrsKane:Idon'tknowwhatheistalkingabout.

MrKane:Security!Security!pleasetakehimoutside

makesurehedoesnotcauseanycommotion.

(Everyonewenttothecemetery.Everyoneone

singing"Wegiveyoualltheglory...weworshipyou



mylordyouarewealthytobepraised".Asthe

coffinsweregoingdown.Whenitwasnowdown

thefamilymemberscameonebyonethrowinga

rosepetalandsoiloneachcoffin.Theythandrove

totheKanehouseholdwheretherewereblessed

waterplacedatthegate.Foreveryonetowashtheir

handsbeforeentering.MrKanewasveryangryhe

justwenttohisoffice.LaliandAnawerehelping

thedecopeoplebyservingtheguests.Itwasnow

lateeveryonewasnowgone.

Lali'sPOV

IwassobrokenwhenIfoundoutthatmydad

arrangedamarriageforme.Iknewthatthisman

wouldn'tjustwantmebacktohislifefornothing.

Allofthistimehehasbeenpretendingthathelove

andcareformewhereashewantstouseme.I

thoughtIhavefinallyfoundpeaceinmylife.Butit

clearthatIwasjustbluffingmyself.Ijustwishhe

couldjustsendmetoanorphanagemaybethereI



willfindpeace.IwenttoZia'sbedroomshedidn't

seemokayafterthefuneral.Ifirstknockedthere

wassoresponsesoIdecidedtobudgein.Shewas

sittingonthefloorandwrappedherarmsaround

herlegs.Shewascryingandlookingatthepictures

shetookwithherlatesistersonherphone.

Me:erhh...hey.(shekeptquiet)IknowI'mthelast

personyouwanttoseeandalsonotyourfavourite

personatthismoment.Icanalsofeelyourpain.I

reallyknowhowyouarefeeling.Losingbothyour

sistersatthesametimeisnoteasytodigest.(she

wasnowsniffing)Ijustwantedtoletyouknowthat.

Ifyoufeelliketalkingtoanyoneyoucantalktome.

Wemaynotshareamotherbutyouaremorelikea

sistertome.Iwouldreallyloveifyoucouldalsobe

opentome.YouIwishsomedaywecanhavea

sistertosisterbondevenmore.ButI'm

pressurizingyou.I'malsonotforcingyoutoaccept

me.



Zia:Ireallymissthem.Ithasonlybeenfewdays

withoutthembutIalreadymissthem.Ifeellonely.

(Shethanstartedcrying.Ibroughtherclosedtome

andstartedrubbingherback)

Me:everythingwillsoonbealright.Letitalloutso

youcanbeabletopassthroughit.Iknowitwon't

beeasybutpleasetry.

Zia:(Shewipedhertearsandfacedme.Shethan

smiled.)Ithoughtyouwereabadperson.Youare

verynice.Iappreciateyourconcern.(Wethan

hugged)ithinkiwillreallyuseasisterlikeyouright

now.

Me:(myeyeswerenowfullof

tears)really?wow...doesthatmeanyouacceptme

asyoursister?

Zia:Yes...youknowwhenyoucamehere.Wewere



veryjealousofyou.Wethoughtyouweregoingto

replaceusandthatdadwillcareforyouonly.Ijust

wishAnaandDaisywerestillalivetoseethatyou

areactuallyagoodperson.

Me:Yeahhey...

Zia:Anyways...canyousleepwithmetoday.Inmy

bedroom.

Me:Yes...surewhynot.

Zia:Ijustloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumoresis.Okaylet'sgoandtake

somesnacksinthekitchen.Sowecanwatch

somethingonNetflix.



Zia:sure...thankyou.

Me:youdon'thavetothankmeallthetime.Weare

sistersright?

Zia:yes.

MrsKane'sPOV

IamsoangryatMikeforwhathedid.Heshouldn't

havedonethat.Iwasgoingtotellhim.Iwasstill

grieving.Nxx.Myhusbandwalkedin.Iwalkedup

tohim.Itriedcuppinghisfacebutheremovedmy

hands.

Him:Ineedyoutotellmethetruth...Whowasthat

man?

Me:Whichmanmylove?



Him:Theonethatwascreatingacommotioninthe

hall.

Me:Idon'tk...know...Idon...Idon'tknowhim.

Him:I'MGOINGTOASKYOUFORTHELAST

TIME...WHOWASTHATMANANDWHATHEWAS

TALKINGABOUT?

Me:Idon'tmylove...Idon'tknowhim.

Him:Iseeyouwanttotellhethehardway(hewas

takingoffhisbelt)

Me:okay...okayIwilltellyouthetruth...thewhole

truthbutpleasecalmdown.(Hesatdown)Soyou

rememberthatweusedtoseeeachbehindyour

wife'sback?

Him:yeahso?

Me:Youweren'ttheonlypersonIseeing.Iwas

alsohavinganaffairwiththatman.Hisnameis

Mike.AfterIwaspregnantwithLayneidecidedto

pinthepregnancytoyou.

Him:ButhowcomeisAnahistoo?

Me:WekeptseeingeachevenafterIdelivered



Layne.

Him:Wow....wow...youknowwhat?...forgetanyway

(Hewentout.Iranafterhimandtriedtoholdhis

handbuthepushedsohardthatIevenfell.Hethan

wentoutanddroveoff.)

Lali:areyouokay?

Me:yeah...gobacktoyourroom(Isaidwhile

standingupthanwentbacktoourbedroom)

MrKane'sPOV

Ijustlosttwodaughtersnowthis.Whynow?.I

trustedher.IevenkilledbothmywivessothatIcan

bewithher.Howcouldshebetraybelikethis.I

lovedandsupportedherunconditionally.Inreturn

shedothistome.Ijustdon'tknowwhattodowith

thissituation.ButIwouldnevertreatLayneany

waydifferent.Hewillalwaysbemysonnomatter

what.Iwasonmywaytobar.Ijustneedtoclear

myheadandthinkstraightaboutwhatwillhappen



next.

AttheOwen'shousehold.

Odin'sPOV

Sowecamebackfromthefuneral.Mygirlfriend

hasbeenignorantsincethatpartywewenttoo.I

thinkIhavetotalktohertomorrow.Dadaskedto

seemesoI'monmywaytoherstudy.Iknocked

thangotin.

Me:Heypops.

Him:Helloson...howareyou?

Me:I'mfine...sowhat'sup?

Him:Iwantedtoletyouknowthatyouwillnolonger

getmarriedtoLali.

Me:Ow...really...Imean...that'sgoodnews.



Him:yeahandI'malsosorrythatIhadtothreaten

youinorderforyoutoagreeonthearranged

marriage.

Me:Noproblem...canIgonow?

Him:sure.

Ileftandwentbacktomybedroom.Idon'twhyI'm

feelingthisstrange.I'msupposedtobeoverthe

moon.ButhereIfeelthisway.Amistartingtolike

thegirl?...idon'tknow.Butsheisindeedbeautiful

andanyguywouldkilltobewithher.

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Odin'sPOV



Itwasnowinthemorning.Iwokeupandhad

breakfast.Itookmycaranddrovetomygirlfriend's

crib.Iparkedmycarinsidethanwentin.Shewas

stillsleepingsoIdecidedtojoinher.Icuddledher.

Shethanwokeupandwenttotakeabath.

Me:Hey

Her:Hi(shethancontinuedgettingdressed)

Me:Iwashopingwecouldtalk.

Her:Aboutwhatexactly?

Me:AboutLalimi.

Her:ohhsonowyouwanttotalkaboutit.Youhidit

fromme.

Me:IknowandI'msorry.Whathappenedismy

deadkindofthreatenedme.HesaidifIdon'tagree

togetmarriedtoher.Hewasgoingtodisownme

andmakemylifemiserable.Andyouknowmydad

well.HeisamanofhiswordssoIwouldn'triskmy

lifeandfuturelikethat.Sotheplanwastoget

marriedtoherandthanwemovetoGermany.I



wasgoingtotakeyouwith.Whenwegetto

GermanyIwasgoingtodivorceher.Sothatwecan

startafreshlifethere.

Her:Really?

Me:Yeah...

Her:Butstillyoushouldhavetoldme.

Me:I'm sorry.(Ithanleanedoverandkissedher.)

Her:Iforgiveyou.(Ithanpickedherupandstarted

undressingher.WhileIwasstillbusyatitacall

camethrough.Itwasoneofmyfriendstellingme

there'saparty.)

Me:Babeareyoucomingwithmetotheparty?

Her:Nahbabe...I'mverytired

Me:okayletmegetgoing(Ikissedher

forehead)byeokay.

Her:byeIloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.



Tony'sPOV

SomybrothersandIhaveplannedapartybutnot

here.Atourfriend'shouse.Wejustwanttodistress.

Iwasnowgettingready.Ithanwenttothemto

checkiftheyaredoneornot.

Zayn:Guysdon'ty'llthinkthegirlsalsoneedto

distress?

Tony:Nowecannotgowiththem...rememberwe

willbebacktomorrow.

Jase:Butitwillbenicetoalsogowiththem.We

candropthemofflater.

Tony:Idon't...youcanaskthem.

(WethanwenttoZia'sbedroom.Theyweresitting

onthebedwatchingsomethingontheTV.)

Zayn:Heyguys...howarey'lldoing?

Lali:Wegettingtherehowareyouguysdoin?

Jase:Wetryingtocope.



Zayn:Soguyswearegoingtoaparty.Don'tyou

guyswanttogowithus?

Lali:No...wearefine.

Zia:ButIwouldreallyliketogo.Let'sgoLali.

Lali:Okay...I'monlygoingbecauseofyou.

(Ziasmiled.Theyhavereallybecamefriends.

ThanksGod.Laliwenttoherroomandcameback

wearingarippedjeanandawhitebigsweater.Zia

wasalsowearingaJeanandasweater.)

Zayn:Areyouguysreadytogo?

Lali&Zia:Yep.

(Wethanwenttothecar.Iwasdriving.Sowe

droveoff.Whenwegottotheplacewheretheparty

washelditwasalreadyfull.Sowewentinsideto

sitonthesofas.Everythingwasthereboozeand

hookerpipe.Wesetdownandstarteddrinking.)

Lali'sPOV



Ziawasreallyenjoyingherself.I'mreallyhappy.

Shewasalsodrinkingalcohol.

Zia:Doyouwantsome?(shewascarryingabrutal

fruitcan)

Me:Nah...I'mfine...Idon'tdrink.

Zia:Comeonjustonecan.

Me:NoI'mfinereally.

Zia:PleaseLalifortodayonly.YouknowIfeelguilty

thatyoucameherebecauseIaskedyouandI'm

busyenjoyingmyselfwhereasyouareheredyingof

boredom.

Me:DontworryI'mfine...

Zia:Please(shewasmakingpuppyeyes.)

Me:okayjustonecan.

(Itookandstarteddrinkingit.Itwasn'tthatbad.

Ziakeptongivingmemore.untilIwasstartingto

gettipsy.IcontinueddrinkinguntilIwascompletely

drunk.Istarteddancingontopofthetableand

everyonehasformedacircle.Ithansetdown

becauseIwasnowfeelinglikevomiting.Isetdown



andnoweveryonewasnowaround.Someonegave

meahookerandshowedmehowIshouldpull.I

triedatfirstIcoughedeveryonelaughed.Afterthe

firsttryIwasnowabletopullandblewthesmoke.I

wasnowdancingwithsomeguy.IthinkIhave

seenhimbefore.ithinkhisnameisOdin.Justthan

someonedraggedmesoharshlyupstairs.Itwas

Tony.What'swrongwiththisguynow)

Me:Noletmego...Iwannagodance.

Tony:ShutupbeforeIslapyou.

Me:(Iheldmymouththanbustedintolaughter.We

thangotintosomeroom.Hepushedmeintothe

bathroom.Hemademestandundertheshower

andthanranit.ThewaterwasverycoldthatIwas

startingtoshiver.)

Me:Tonypleaseman.CanIcomeoutnow...I'm

feelingcold.(hethangavemeatowel.Itookofthe

wetclothesandcoveredmybodywiththetowelhe

gaveme.Ithanwenttositonthebed.Iwasnow

better.)



Tony:Iwillgoandgetyouacoffee.(Ijustnodded

andwentstraighttobed.AfterthatIwasfast

asleep.)

Tony'sPOV

IjustcamebackwithLali'scoffee.Butitseems

sheisfastasleep.Itookoffmysneakersand

joinedher.Ilookedather.Sheisevenmore

beautifulwhenasleep.Ilookedatherpoutedpink

lips.WhenLaliwasdancingwithOdin.Ifeltmy

angerbuildingup.ImeanIdon'thatehimbutI

wantnoonenearmyflower.Icuddledher.After

sometimeIdecidedtogobacktotheparty.Ithink

IshoulddumpCarol.Sheisstartingtoannoyme.

I'mnolongerinterestedinher.Iwenttositnextto

her.

Carol:Wherewereyou?

Me:Iwasbusywithsomething.



Carol:What'sthat?(Irolledmyeyes)

Me:Canyoustopaskingmeuselessquestions.

Carol:ButIwanttoknow.

(Ijuststoodupandwenttothegents.Shefollowed

me.)

Carol:CanItalktoyouurgentlyinprivate.

Me:Why?...can'twejusttalkaftertheparty?

Carol:iturgentnowplease.(Gosh...sheisapainon

theneck.Whycan'tsheletmeenjoythepartyin

peace...nxx)

Me:okay(Ifollowedherupstairstoanotherroom.

Wegotinshestartedkissingme.Ididn'tkissher

back)

Carol:What'swrong?

Me:What?

Carol:Whyaren'tyoukissingmeback.

Me:Ithoughtyousaidyouwanttotalktome.

Carol:Yeah...but



Me:Shoot...Idon'thavetimeforthis.

Carol:Youhavebeendistant.Younotthesame

TonyIfellinlovewith.Youareslowlychanging.

Tonyareyoucheatingonme?

Me:What?I'm not...evenifIwasyouwouldn'tknow

.

Carol:sowhyareyousuddenlyignorant...we

haven'tbeensexuallyintimateforpassedweeks.

Me:Sothisisaboutsex?

Carol:No...Imean...Weusedtospendmoretime

witheachotherbutnowwedon't.

Me:ComeonCarol...doyounotseethatour

relationshipsparkhasfinished?...Wenolonger

interestedintooneanother.

Carol:That'snottruemylove.Istillloveyou.Ican

stillfeelthesparkinourrelationship.Ialsoknow

thatyourfamilyhasbeenthroughsomuch.I

understandwhyyouthis...

Me:NoCarol...letmestraightforward.Thisthingis

over...weareover.



Carol:What?(Shestartedcrying)Youcan'tdothatto

melove.(shecuppedmyface.Islowlyremovedher

hands)

Me:itbetterthisway.Thisrelationshipwaslong

dead.AnywaysIhavetogo.

(Iwentbacktothegents)

Ethan:Wowthatwasquick...I'msureyouleftthe

poorgirlunabletowalk.

Me:(Iplayfullyhithim)WeareOver.

Zayn:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Me:CarolandIareover.Ijustdumpedher.

Jase:how?Whathappened?Ihopeyou'renotgoing

backtoyouroldwaysofbeingafuckboy.

Me:nahchill...

MrsKane'sPOV

Itwasnowverylatethekidsandmyhusbandare



notyetbackhome.Itriedcallingthembutnoone

answers.Itriedtocallmyhusbandonceagain.

Him:hello...whatdoyouwantnow?Doyounow

wanttotellmethatallmychildrenaren'tmine.(He

wasverydrunk.Soarguingwithhimwon'thelp)

Me:I'm sorry...I'mdeeplysorry...pleaselovecome

backhomesowecantalkthingsout.

Him:ohh...youwantmetocomebacksoyoucan

continuetolieonmyface.Never.

Me:Drinkingalcoholwon'tcomeupwithasolution.

Him:Canyoujustletmegrieveinpeace.

(Hedroppedthecall.Nxx.IdecidedtocallMike.)

Mike:Yes.

Me:Youseewhatyouhavedone?

Mike:whatIdid?BecauseIonlytoldeveryonethe

truth.



Me:Itwasnottherighttimenortherightplace.It

wasmydaughtersfuneral.

Mike:IknowbutIwasveryangryandheartbroken.

Thatmydaughterdiedwithoutknowingme.

Me:Iwasplanningtotellthem.

Mike:Iwillcallyoulater...Ihavesomething

importanttotakecareof.

Itwasnowinthemorning.

Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupandlookedaround.Thisisnotmy

bedroom.Istoodupandheldmyhead.Ihada

severeheadache.Ilookedthroughthewindowand

rememberedthatIwasinapartythanAnaoffered

meadrinkafterthatIcan'tremember.Thedoor

openedandIturnedaround.Anawascomingin

carryingacoffee.



Ana:Ibroughtyousomecoffee.

Me:thankyouverymuch.It'slikeyouknewI

neededit.Ifeellikeijustgothitbyatruck.

Ana:iknowandI'msorry

Me:Youshouldn't.Apologize.It'snotlikeyou

forcedmetodrink.Itwasmydecision.

Ana:iknowbu..

Me:Pleasedon't.Wherearetheboys?

Ana:theyaredownstairs.

Me:okay...

(Ifinishedmycoffeethanwenttothebathroomto

washmyfaceandrinsemymouth.Ithanwent

downstairs)

Zayn:Attentioneveryone.Herecomesthedance

star.(Hethanboweddownandeveryonestarted

clappinghands.What'sgoing?Iwenttohim)



Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?(Jasecame

through)

Jase:Ididn'tknowyoucandance.Youarerocking

sis.

Me:Whatareyouguystalkingabout?(Zayndecided

toshowmeavideoinhisphone.ThereIsaw

myselfdancing,drinkingandsmoking.Ijust

coveredmyselfwithmyhands.)

Me:(Ilaughed)I'm neverdrinkingagain.(Tony

camedownstairs)

Tony:it'stimetogohomeeveryone.

Jase:ComeonTit'sstillearly.

Tony:nonono...wearegoinghomerightnow.(we

alldraggedourselvestothecar.Hethandroveoff.

Iwassleepingalltheway.Iwokeupwhenwe

arrived.Ijustwenttomybedroom.Acallfrom

Jamescamethrough)

Me:Hello

James:Heydoll.CanIcometomorrowtostartwith



designingyourroom?

Me:yes...surethere'snoproblem.

James:Okaybye.

(Ithanwenttotakeabubblebath.Isockedmyself

inside.AfterawhileIcameoutthandriedmyself.I

putonmytracksuits,socksandNikepushins.I

wentdownstairs.EveryonewaswatchingTVbut

MrsKaneanddadweren't.)

Me:where'sdad?(IjustrememberedIhave

somethingimportanttodiscusswithhim)

Ana:Mom...saidhe'snothome.

Me:okay.(AcallcamethroughitwasAben.Iwent

backtomybedroom)

Aben:Itriedtocallyouyesterdaybutyoudidn't

answer.

Me:When?



Aben:Ithinkitwas8pm

Me:Iwasprobablysleeping.(Irememberclearly.I

can'ttellhimIwasoutpartying.Iknowboyfriends

hatethat.)

Aben:really?Iguessitwasnotyouonthevideo.

Me:Whatvideo?

Aben:IjustviewedJase'sstatus.(Ohsnap.)canI

seeyou?

Me:No...I'm...

Aben:I'mcomingtofetchyou...waitformewhere

youalwaysdo.(Hethanswitchedoffhiscellphone.

Nxx.Iwentoutwithnoonenoticing.Hepulledover

thanIgotintothecar.Thedrivetohishousewant

veryquiet.Hewentinandleftmeinthecar.Ijust

don'tknowwhyheisangrymxn.Iwentinhewas

watchingTV.I!setnexttohim)

Me:Areyou.okay.

Aben:yeah...LaliIloveyouandihateitwhenyou

lietome.Oryoudon'ttellmethings.Youwere



supposedtotellmethatyougoingout.Iwas

worriedsickaboutyou.OntopofthatIcouldn'tget

youonthephone.

Me:(Ikissedhim)I'msorryhey.Ididn'tmeanyou

caredthatmuchforme.

Aben:WhatdoyoumeanLali?Iloveyou.Laliare

youcheatingonme?(what?)

Me:What?

Aben:Whowasthatguyyouweredancingwith?

Me:Iwasdrunk...

Aben:ohsoyouaregoingtocheatandblame

alcohol.

Me:ComeonAben.yourinsecuritiesare

unnecessary.

Aben:ohreally.(Hedraggedmeintohisbedroom.

Heclosedthedoorandpinnedmeonthedoor.He

startedkissingmehungrily.Hewasslowlytaking

offmyclothes)

Me:Whatareyoudoing?



Aben:I'mabouttohavesexwithmygirlfriend.

Me:(Itriedtopushhimbuthewasstrongsoheheld

myhands)Itoldyou...I'mnotyetready.

Aben:Idon'tcare.(Hetriedtokissmeagain.I

decidedtousemypowers.Ipushedhimacrossthe

room.Hehithisbackandfelldown.Iran

downstairsandtookmyphone.Itriedtocalldad

buthedidn'tanswer.IcalledTony.)

Me:Ineedyoutocomeandgetme.(Iwasrelaxed)

Tony:Where?

Me:AtAben'shouse.

Tony:what?butwhatareyoudoingthere?

Me:canyoujustcomeI'llexplaineverythinglater.

Tony:okay.

InthemeanwhileAbenwasbusyonhisphone

talkingtosomeone.Idecidedtoeavesdrop.



Tony:Sirihavefoundher.Youneedtocometomy

placenow.

(Ididn'tknowexactlywhathewastalkingbutwhatI

knowis.AbenisnotwhoIthoughtheis.Idecided

togoinside.)

Me:Whowereyoutalkingto?

Aben:No...n...noone.

Me:ohreally...I'mgoingtoaskyou...onelasttime.

Whowereyoutalkingto?(Iwasslowlytransforming)

Aben:ohShit...itreallyyou.Why?whyyouLali

?Whydidyoudoit?

Me:(whatishetalkingabout.Heevenhadtears.)

whatareyoutalkingabout?

Aben"?:YOUFUCKENKILLEDMYMOTHER!

Me:(Iwasshocked)Your?...m...mother?When?Why

wouldidothat....idon'tevenknowyourmother.

Aben:ThedayyoucametotheKaneshousehold.



Mymotherdiedthedaybefore.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?whoareyou.

Aben:I'mAbenOwen...Youkilledmymother.(I

heardacarhoot.Iguessit'sTony.)

Me:erh...Ihavetogo.

Aben:no...you'renotgoinganywhere?

Me:Aben...Idon'twanttohurtyousopleasemove

outofmyway.(Hetookouthisgunandpointedit

onme.Ilaughedalittle.Ithantransformedbutnot

fully.Iwentstraighttohim.Iheldhimbyhisthroat

andthrewhimagainstthewall.Hestartedshooting

thismotherfuck.Ichargedtohisneckwithmy

fangs.Itwasoverforhim.Hediedonthespot.)

Me:weakassnigga.Youdidn'tknowwhoyouwere

messingwith.(Itookhisbodyandleftitonthe

bath.Itransformedbacktomyself.Iwashedmy

faceandhandsthanwenttoTony.)

Me:pleasedrive.(Hedroveoff)

Tony:Whatwereyoudoingthere?(Iwasstilllostin

mythoughts.IkeptthinkingaboutwhatAbensaid



thatIkilledhismom.Buthowexactly.)

Tony:(Hewavedinfrontofmyface)Hello...areyou

okay?

Me:yes...I'mfun.

Tony:youdoesn'tlookfinethough.(Wegothome.)

Me:thanks.

Tony:pleasure.Youstillowemesomeexplanation

andwhattookyousolongtocomeout.

Me:erh...erhAbenlockedmeinsidehishouse.

Tony:What?Wheredidhegoto?

Me:Idon'tknow.Canwetalkaboutthislater.

Tony:sure.

(WewentinIdecidedtogotoMrsKane.Shewasin

theirbedroom.Iknockedthanwentin.)

Me:Erh...hello.(shewaslostinherthoughts)Hello.

Her:ohheyLali.(Sheslowlywipedhertearstrying

tohidefrommethatshewascrying)



Me:areyouokay?

Her:whatareyoudoinghere?Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Ijustwanttospeaktodad.

Her:He'snotheresopleaseleave.

Me:wh...

Her:leaveLali.(Shepushedmeoutsidethan

lockedthedoor.Iwonderwhat'sgoingon.Ihope

it'snotaboutthatmanwhowassayingstupid

thingsatthefuneral.Iwenttomybedroomand

lockedthedoor.Suddenlyeverythingwentdark

afterthatIpassedout.ItwaslikeI'minadream.

Avoicesaid"Laliyouneedtobecareful.The

personthattookyourmother'spowersis

responsibleforthedeathofthatboy'smother.He

hastheabilitytofullothers.Heisverydeceptive.

Hewasverycloseintofindingyou.Laliyouhave

somanyenemies.There'ssomethingIhavebeen

hidingfromyou."



Me:what'sthat?

"Yourfamilywasdivided.Yourmomhadasibley.

Theylookedalike.Theyhatedeachother.Sheis

verycruel.Somanypeoplehatedyourmom

becausetheythoughtitwasher.Shekilledsomany

innocentpeople.Sheisthereasonwhyyouhave

somanyenemies.Sheisthereasonwhybeasts

arehated."

Me:isshedead?

"No...she'snot.Sheisouttherehiding.Shedoesn't

knowyouexist."

Me:buthowdoyouknowthat?

"Becauseifsheknewshewouldhavecameback

foryou.Tokillyouandtakeyourpowers.AndLali



pleasestopdatingbadguys.Yourmateisoutthere

gettingmarried"

Me:What?ButIdon'tevenknowhim

"whenthetimeisrightyouwillknowhim"

Ithanwokeup

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Lali'sPOV

AsIwokeidecidedtogoandtalktoTony.Iwent

tohisbedroomhewasbusyinhisphone.



Me:erh...hey...amidisturbingyou?

Tony:comeonyou'renot.Isn'tiaskedyoutotell

me...

Me:yeah...yeahthat'swhyicamehere.(Ikeptquiet

alittle)AbenandIweredating.

Tony:What?(Hesuddenlygotangry)Lalihowcan

youdothat?HEISAFUCKINGDRIVER.HEISALSO

OLDERTHANYOU...IWONDERWHATWILLDAD

SAYABOUTTHIS.

Me:thatiswhyIcamehere.Canthispleasestay

betweenus.

Tony:Nodaddeservestoknow.

Me:comeon...pleasedude...

Tony:okaybuttellmewhydidhelockyouinside

hishouseandleft?

Me:wehadafight.HewasangrythatIwenttothe

party.HealsosawthevideoofOdinandIdancing.

Hestartedaccusingmeofcheating.Thingsgotout

ofhand.Hedraggedmetohisbedroomand

demandedsex.ItoldhimIwasn'treadysohe



pushedonthebedandlockedmeinsidehis

bedroom.SoItookmyphoneandcalledyouwhileI

wastryingtobreakthroughthedoor.

Tony:ButLaliyoushouldhavetoldusthatyou're

datingAben.Whatifhedidtheunspoken.Next

timepleasedotellus.Comehere(Iwenttohim.

Thanhehuggedme)

Me:Enoughnow...canIgonow.

Tony:Canwewatchamovietogether.

Me:nah...I'mtired.

Tony:please.

Me:okaythan.(Hetookhislaptop)

Tony:Sowhattypeofmovieyouwouldliketo

watch?

Me:I'mfinewithanything?

Tony:okaylet'sgowiththisactionmovie.

(Wewatchedituntilitwasverylate.Iwasstarting

tofeelsleepy.Iwasevenyawning)

Me:CanIgoandsleepnow.I'mfeelingabitsleepy.



Tony:Youcansleephereifyoudon'tmind.

Me:nah...idon'twanttobotheryou.itfineiwill

sleepinmybedroom.

Tony:okaygoodnightiguess.

Tony'sPOV

WhenLalitoldmethatshewasdatingAben.Ifelt

likeslappingthehelloutofher.TosayIwasangry

wouldbeanunderstatementIwasinfactfuming.I

meanItrustedLali.Ineverthoughtshewould

dateanyonewhoiswayolderthanher.ThewayI

wasangryIfeltlikefeeding.IcalledCaroltoask

whereshewas.ShetoldmeandItoldherI'm

comingtofetchher.IliedandsaidIwanttofix

things.Idrovetoherplaceandmadesurethatno

oneknowsItookher.Idrovetomysecrethouse.

Carol:I'm gladwe'refixingthings.Iknewyouwere

goingtocomebacktome.(Sheheldmyhand)I



missedyoubabe.

Me:metoo(Ismirkedather)Imissedyoutoobabe.

(WefinallyarrivedIwassoirritated.Shewenton

andontalking.ThatIfeltlikestoppingthecaratthe

middleoftheroadandfinishher.)

Carol:babewherearewe?What'sthisplace?

Me:don'tworrybabe...itsomewherewherenoone

willdisturbus.(Wecamein.Icouldseethatshe

wasalittleworried.)chillI'm here.

Carol'sPOV

IhaveneverseenTonylikethis.Heseemed

drained.Sohetookmetothisplace.WhenI

lookedoutsidetherewerenohousesnear.Itlike

weareinthemiddleoftheforest.WhenIgotin.

Thehousewasverydirty.HesaidImustrelaxbut

thatmademeevenmorescared .Hewentto

anotherroom.Islowlywenttowhatseemedlikea

passage.Iopenedthefirstroom.Iheldmymouth.



Theywereclothesofawomanscatteredaround

andbloodonthebed.IranbacktowhereIwas

sitting.Itookhisphoneofwhichheleftonthe

table.Itriedtoopenthebutitwaslocked.Ohshit

whendidhelock.Iwasnowcryingsosoftly.When

Iturnedhewasstandingrightatthedoorway.

Tony:whatareyoutryingtodobabe?(hesaid

smilingsoevil.)

Me:Iwas..Iwantedtogetsomefreshair...itreally

hotinhere.(Hewentcloserandkissedme.Ididn't

returnthekiss)

Tony:What'swrong?Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine...Ijustneedwater...

Tony:okayI'llgoandfetchitforyou.

(Hewentback.Irantothesamebedroom.There

wasawindow.Iopenitandwentoutthroughit.I

stillhavehisphonewithme.Iranveryfast.I

don'tevenknowwhereiwasgoing.Iwasstarting

tofeeltired.Idecidedtocallhisparent'sphone.



Theirphonesputmestraighttovoicemail.Icalled

hissisterLali.

Me:pleasepickup!...pleasepickup!(itrang

unanswered.)

Tony:Carolmydear.I'mtheonlyonewhoknows

thewayoutofhere.Sopleasestopwastingmy

timeandcomeback.Iwillcountfrom1upto10if

youstilldon'tcomeoutandifindyou.Iwon'tspare

yourlife.

Me:(Iwasnowcrying.Ikeptcallinghisparents

numbersandhissistersnumbers.)

Tony:1.....2......3.....4.....5....6....7..

Me:(finallyLalidecidedtoanswer)

Lali:Heywhat'sup?

Me:Lali...laliyouneedtohelpme...Tony...Tony

wantstokillmeyouneedtohelp

me....please....Tonyisabadpersonhekillspeople.

Lali:okaypleasecalmdownandtellmewhere

you're?



Me:Idon'tknowbutwewent...(justthanIfelta

sharppainonmyneck.Idroppedhisphoneandhe

steppedonitdestroyingit.Hesuckedmyblood

untilIbecameweak)

Tony'sPOV

Shefinallyfelldown.Sheisastrongchick.I

checkedherpulseanditwasn'tthere.Iwonderwho

shewastalkingtoonmyphone.Inowhavetoget

anewphone.Thisfuckingwhore.Itookherbody

backtothehouse.Isuckedmorebloodandputher

bodyinthedeepfridge.Iwillattenditsomeother

day.Ihavetohurryhome.

Lali'sPOV

Iheardeverythingthathappenedthere.Idecidedto

gotoTony'sroomtocheckifheisthereornot.He

wasn't.Iheldmymouth.Soit'strueTonyreally



killedher.Whileshewasstilltellingmethe

directionsIheardsomethingroaring.Iwonder

whatTonyis?.Becauseitclearheisnotnormal.

Evenifheismybrother.Iwon'ttoleratehimkilling

innocentpeople.Ineedtothinkcarefullyaboutthis

.Icannotaskhimbecausehemaywanttoharm

me.It'snotlikeI'mscaredofhimbutIneedto

knowwhatheisfirst.Iwentbacktomyroomso

heartbroken.Thatsomeonejustaskedmetohelp

thembutIfailedto.IjustfeltlikeamessIlocked

mybedroomdoorandwenttothebathroomtotake

acoldshower.AfterthatIputonmypjsandwent

tosleep.

MrKane'sPOV

Iwasonmywayhomefromthebar.WhileIwas

drivingacarwasparkedonthemiddleoftheroad

anditwascreatingatraffic.Iwenttoitand

knockedonitwindow.TomysurpriseitwasKayla.



Me:What?Kayla....howareyou?(Isuddenlyfelt

better.AlltheangerIhadinmyheartjust

disappeared.)

Kayla:wow...isthisreallyyou.Welastsaweach

thatdayremember.AfterthatIcouldn'tfind.

Me:(shehuggedme)wherehaveyoubeen?

Kayla:Ihavebeenaround.Iwasstartingmylife

afreshhere.Ihaveevenstartedabusinessand

boughtahousehere.

Me:wowthat'sgoodnews

Kayla:Canwedolunchtomorrow?

Me:yesplease...Iwasalsogoingtoaskthat.CanI

haveyournumberthistime.Sothatifyoudecideto

goAWOLagainIcanfindyou.

(Shesmiled)

Kayla:Here.(Shegavemeherbusinesscard)

Me:sowhyisyourcarparkedatthemiddleofthe

road.

Kayla:Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithIt.Itdoesn't



wanttostart.(Iwentinandtriedit.Butitstarted)

Kayla:wowIthinkmycarisstrangereally.A

momentagoitwasn'tstartingnowitdoes.

Me:maybedestinymadeit.Sowecanmeet

again.(thecarswerestaringtohootandthedrivers

werestaringtothrowslimecomments)Letme

leaveyoubeforetheyfinishus.

Kayla:bye

(Ithandriveoff)

MrsKane'sPOV

Iwassittingaloneinourbedroom.Lookingatmy

weddingpictures.Myeyeswerenowfilledwith

tears.Ineverthoughtmylifeandmarriagewilltake

thisturn.Ithoughtnothingwilleverchange

betweenmyhusbandandI.SuddenlyIheardthe

dooropen.



Me:Lalicanyoupl...(itwashim)love...wherehave

youbeen?(Hekeptquietandwenttothebathroom.

Hetookabaththancameback.)mylovecanwe

talk?

Him:tomorrowI'mverytiredrightnow.Andplace

chargemyphoneforme.(Heswitchedoffthelight

.afterawhilehewassnoring.I'msureheisdrunk

.heonlysnorewhenhe'sdrunk.Iwenttocharge

hisphonethanwentbacktosleep.)

MrOwen'sPOV

IreceivedacallfromAben.Heismylatebrother's

son.Sohehasbeenhelpingmesomuch.Sojust

afterhewasbackfromhistrainingIsenthimtospy

ontheKanefamily.Iknewtherewassomething

aboutthem.That'salsohowIfoundoutthatthey

havebeenholdinghostageofNora.Hehasbeena

greathelptome.SoIkilledhismotherbecause

shewasstartingtoturnhimagainstme.I

pretendedtobeanAdilathankilledher.Itoldhim



thattheAdilaisintownandresponsibleforthe

deathofhermother.Sohismissionwastofundit.

Hecalledmeandtoldmehehasfoundit.Soiwas

drivingtohishouse.WhenIgotthereIwentinand

calledhername.Therewasnoresponse .Iwent

upstairstohisroombuthewasalsonotthere.I

heardwaterrunning.Ithinkhe'sbathing.Iseton

hisbed.Itwasnowafter30minutesbuthewas

stillnotoutandthewaterwasstillrunning.Iwent

in.Ifoundhisdeadbodyinthebath.Onhisneck

hehadfingerprintsofabeast.Icursedandcalled

mysontohelpmewithhisbody.Shewashere.I

thinkIneedtocallMrKane.Weneedtohavea

greatdeal.HemustgivemehisdaughterandIwill

givehimtwoofmybusinesses.Itriedtocallhis

numberbuthisphonewasoff.Iwillgotohisoffice

tomorrow.

Itwasnowinthemorning

MrsKane'sPOV



Iwokeandmyhusbandwasalreadyawake.

Me:Canwetalknow

Him:there'sreallynothingtotalkabout.WhatIcan

tellyouisthatJasemustneverknowhistrue

identity.Hewillforeverbemyson.Andpleasecut

tieswiththatmenorelse...

Me:doesthatmeanyouforgiveme?

Him:yesobviously.Ican'tstayangryforsolongon

mywife.

(Iwenttohimandpackedhislips)

Me:thankyouverymuch.FromtodayonwardsI

willnothideanythingfromyou.Iloveyou.

Him:(hejustkissedmyforeheadandwenttothe

bathroom.Iwashappyatleasthehasforgivenme.

Iwenttopreparebreakfastforeveryone.Theyall

cametothetableandstartedeating.)

Zia:Wowmom...it'sgreattoseeyouanddad



havingbreakfastwithus.Wemissedyou.

Mrk:don'tworrymydear.Fromnowoneverything

willgobacktonormal.(Laliwaslostinher

thoughts.Shewasn'teveneating)

Me:Laliareyouokay?.whyIyounoteating?ifyou

don'twantthefoodIhavepreparedyoucanget

andmakeyourownfood.

Lali:dadcanIspeaktoyouforamoment.

Mrk:sure.

Lali:inyouroffice.

Mrk:that'ssoundseriouslet'sgo.(Iwonderwhat

shewantsnow)

Lali'sPOV

AtthetableIwasstillthinkingaboutthisTonyissue.

I'm tryingtoshowhimthatIknownothing.

AnywaysIwasnowwithdadinhisoffice.



Dad:sowhat'sup?

Me:daddoyoutrulyloveandcareforme?

Dad:yesIdo.Why?

Me:whydidyoudecidetocomebackintomylife

exactly?

Dad:LaliIoncetoldandIwon'trepeatmyself.I

haveameetingtoattendbye(hewashalfwaythe

door)

Me:Iknowthatyouarrangedamarriageforme.

Dad:(hewassochilled)Iwasgoingtotellyouabout.

Itwillnolongerhappen.Ihadarrangeditbeforewe

fixedthings.LaliIwouldn'tdothat.Iwouldn'tdo

somethingthatcanturnyouagainstmeagain.I

loveyouLaliandI'mtryingbyallmeanstoshow

youthat.IcancelledthatdealonthedatAnaand

Daisywerekilled.Ifyoudon'ttrustmeIcaneven

callameetingbetweenMrMartinez,youandI.

Me:no...nodadItrustyoucompletely.(Ihugged

him)InaweektimeI'mgoingbacktoschool.Ijust

wantedtoremindyou.



Dad:don'tyouperhapswanttostudyhere?

Me:no...I'm finethere.

Dad:really?

Me:yeah..

Dad:okaybye.

Me:haveagoodday.(myheartwasnowatpeace.

Theonlythingthatisworryingmenow

IsthisTonyissue.Iwilljusthavetowatchhis

everymove.IwenttomybedroomandJameswas

alreadythere.)

James:heydoll.Stillnotbathed?

Me:yeah.IwilluseZia'sbathroomdon'tworry.(I

wentandtookmytowelsandtoiletries.Iwentto

thewardrobeandtookoutaminiskirt,whiteTshirt

andVan'ssneakers.SotodayIwasgoingtovisit

myfriend.IthasbeensolongsinceIhaven'tseen

her.)



Pleaselikeandcomment

VeryshotIknow I'm soexhausted.Thisblack

parentofmineIsbusyorderingmearound
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Lali'sPOV

IwasnowatNomhle'shouse.Wowsomanythings

havechanged.Theynowhavesecuritiesonthe

gatethatescortedmetothehouse.Theyeven

changedtheinteriordesign.Iwenttothedining

room.Theywerehavingbreakfast.MrsKhumalo

lookedlikethoseHousewives.

Me:Helloeveryone.(Iwenttohugthemonebuone)

MrsK:howareyoumydear?

Me:I'mgoodyou?



Mrsk:I'mgood...howarethingsathome?

Me:Theyarewell.

Nomhle:Imissedhey...Ilastsawyouatthe

funeral.

Me:Ialwaysvisityou.Butyounevercometovisit

me.

Nomhle:Don'tworrysweetypietodayI'llsleepover

atyourhouse.

Me:really...that'sgreat.

Mrsk:NomhlebringanotherplateforLali.

Me:noI'mfineIjusthadbreakfastathome.

Mrsk:OkaymybabiesIhavetogototheoffice.I

havealotofmeetingstoattend.

Me:Somomhowisbeingabosstreatingyou?

Mrsk:Sofarsogood.I'mjusthappywearenowa

happyfamily.Noviolence.

Me:That'sgreathaveagoodday.

Mrsk:bye.(Shetookherbagandmadeherwayout.



Herstilettosweremakingnoise.)Sofriendareyou

readyforschool?

Nomhle:Nahman...anywaysI'mchangingschool?

Me:What?Why?

Nomhle:FromnowonIwillbehomeschool.Phela

stepdadisnolongerheretomakemylifedifficult.

Me:Wowandyouonlytellingmethatnow.Mydad

alsowantedmetochangeschool.ButIthoughtif

you.Ican'tbeindifferentschoolswithyou.

Nomhle:Youcanalsobehomeschooledandwe

willlivetogetherhere.

Me:noI'mfineanywayitmylastyearthere.

Nomhle:Doyouwanttogotoamall?

Me:sure.

Nomhle:Don'tworryI'mpayingthistime.Let'sgo.

Wewillusemycar?

Me:Younowhaveacar?

Nomhle:Yesandadrivertoo.



Me:Wowokaylet'sgothan.Didyoupackyourbag

forthesleepover?

Nomhle:NoI'llbuynewclothesandpjs.

Me:okay.(wewenttohercarandthedriverdrove

offtothemall.Wegotthereandwenttobuymore

clothes.AfterthatwewenttoSteersandordered

burgers.)

Nomhle:frienddoyoumindifIbuyalcoholforthe

sleepover?

Me:What?Younevertoldmethatyoudrinkalcohol?

Nomhle:yeahIdo.So?

Me:youcanbuyitbutIwon'tdrinkit.

Nomhle:Okay(Shewenttobuyitandhiditonthe

plasticthathasclothes.)

Me:Canwegohomenow...I'mreallytired.(We

wenthomeandwentstraighttomybedroom.

Jameswasstillbusywithit.Sowewenttothe

guestroom.)

Me:Comelet'sgodownstairssoIcanintroduce

youtomysiblings.



Nomhle:Sure.(wewentdownstairsandtheywere

busywatchingTV)

Me:HelloeveryonethisismybestieNomhleand

Nomhlethesearemysiblings.(Theyintroduced

themselves.WesetdownandwatchedTVwith

them)

Me:where'sTony?

Zayn:Hewenttohisexgirlfriend'shouse.They

saidsheismissing.

Me:what?AndhowisTonysupposedtoknow

becausetheywerenolongerdating.

Jase:wedon'tknow.Wejusthopesheisfine

whereversheis.

(Tonywalkedin)

Tony:Heyeveryone...whowegothere?

Nomhle:Nomhle...mynameisNomhle.Lali's

bestie.

Tony:Ohhit'sgreattomeetyou.Anywaysguysif

anyofyouneedme.I'minnyroom.



Me:okay...canIspeaktoyouprivately?

Tony:Sure.(wewenttohisroom)

Me:areyouokay?

Tony:Yeah.

Me:Theytoldmethatyourexgirlfriendismissing.

(Ilookedhimstraighttohiseyes)

Tony:yeahhey...Idon'tevenknowwheresheis.

Me:Whenlastdidyouseeher?

Tony:onthedayoftheparty.

Me:Iheardyoubrokeupwithher.

Tony:yeah.(Iheldhishand.Itwasverycold.I

lookedintohiseyes.Theyweren'tnormal)

Me:Areyouokay?Doyouhavefever?(Isaid

touchinghisforehead.Itwaswarm.Buthishands

arecold.)Anywayletmeleaveyou.(whenIwas

goingoutIpretendedtofallverybadjustbeforeI

couldhitthefloorhegotme.GotyouDracula's

son.Heisindeedavampire.)

Me:thanksverymuch.



Tony:Mypleasure.

(IwenttotheguestroomI'llbeusing.Ilockedthe

doorandsetdown.Whywouldhekillinnocent

people?.Likewearenotsupposedtoharmpeople

thatdonoharminus.We'resupposedtoprotect

thehumansnothurtthem.Itisconsideredasinto

feedonhumans.Ineedtoputastoptothis.Even

ifitmeanskillinghimIwill.)

MrKanePOV

Iwasnowpackingmystaffandgettingreadytogo

totheaddressKaylagavemeonWhatsApp.She

saiditwillbebetterifwehavedinnerinherhouse.

WhileIwasstillbusyMrOwenwalkedin.

MrO:Finallywemeetagain.

Me:WhatnowOwen?

MrO:Pleaselet'ssitdown.Wehavesomething

importanttodiscuss.(wesetdown)Thelasttime



wemetyousaidyoudon'tknowwhere'sNora's

daughter?

Me:yeah...sowhat?

MrO:Haveyoufoundher?

Me:no.

MrO:OhhpleaseMrKane.Stoplyingtome.Iknow

thatshe'snowlivingwithyou.(Iswallowedhard)

Me:(Iwasnowstandingandpointinghimonhis

face)Listenhereyouscumbag.Idon'twantyou

nearmydaughter.IfyoudoI'llpersonallychop

yourballsandfeedthemtoyourdogs.Stayaway

frommyfamily.Orelseyouwillhaveanearly

death.(Hejustlaughed)

MrO:Iknowyouaredangerousandpeopleout

therearescaredofyou.Butyou'renotathreatto

me.Icanjustripofyourthroatrightatthis

moment.

Me:ohreally...Iwanttoseeyoutry.(Idon'teven

knowwhenhegotupbuthewasstranglingme.I

wasnowunabletobreathehethanletgo.Iwas



nowcoughinghegavemeaglassofwaterandI

drankit.)Whatareyou?

MrO:Whatdoyouthinkweweredoingthatday?I

wasgettingherpowers.Idon'thavethewholeday.

ThedealisyouhandoveryourdaughterIgiveyou

twoofmycompaniesandasupplierforcocainetoo

.ifyoudon'tIwilltellherthetruth.Whathappened

onthatday.Sopleasethinkaboutit.Iwillgiveyou

twoweeks.(hethanleft.Ijustsetdowndefeated.I

heldmyneckitwasverypainful.Itookawhiskey

thandrankitfromthebottle.Acallcamethroughit

wasKayla)

Me:Hello.

K:Hey...you'rearestillcomingright?

Me:Yes...I'monmyway.(Idroppedit.Itookmycar

keysanddrovetoherplace.Itwasn'tveryfar.I

parkedmycarnexttohersthangotin.Therewasa

tablefortwopeople.Redandwhitecandleswere

lited.Shecamewearingaverybeautifulbody

huggingblackdress.Iwenttoherandheldher



waist.)

Me:Youlookappetising.

(Smiled.Ipulledachairforherthanwenttositon

theotherchair.)

Me:Sohowareyou?

K:I'mfineandyou?

Me:I'mfinetoo.(Wewerenoweating.)very

delicious.Youmadeit?

K:yesandthanks.

Me:Wowverynice.(Wefinishedeatingandwe

werenowdrinking)There'ssomethingIhavebeen

wantingtotellyou.SincethatnightIsawyou.I

couldn'tstopthinkingaboutyou.IthinkI'minlove

withyou.(Sheheldbothmyhands)

K:Ifeelthesamewaytoo.(westoodupandkissed.

Thingsledtoanother.Wewerenowinherbedroom

doingthedeed.)

Lali'sPOV



SoNomhle,ZiaandIwerenowinthebedroom.

Theyweredrinkingalcohol.AsmuchasIwantedto

drinkbutIhaveamissiontonight.AtleastIcando

forCarolistobringherbodyforherfamilyto

peacefullyburyit.Itwasnowverylateatnight.

Thegirlswerefastasleep.SoItookmyphoneand

calledtheUber.Iwentfewhousesawayfrom

home.IstoodthereuntiltheUberarrived.

Me:There'sacarthatwillcomeoutofthat

house(Pointingathome)pleasefollowit.

Thedriver:okay.(Justthanacarcameoutitwas

drivingveryfast)

Me:pleasefollowitanddon'tshowitthatthere's

someonefollowing.(Wefollowedituntilitwasthe

endoftheroad.)

Me:itfineyoucandropmehere.

Thedriver:NomadamIcan't.It'snotsafeforyou

towalkaloneinaplacelikethis.



Me:Youreallyarewastingmytime.Don'tworryI

cantakecareofmyself.(Iwalkedout.Iwas

wearingblacktracksuits.Iranintotheforest.I

fullytransformedsothatevenifheseesmebutwill

notrecognizeme.IranveryfastuntilIsawasmall

houseinthemiddleoftheforest.Iwentclosertoit

andlookedthroughthewindow.Therehewas

sitting.Sippingbloodfromaglass.Ikickedthe

dooropenandchargedtohim .Hetriedfightingme

butIwasverystrong.Hewasslowlytransforming.

Iheldhisneckuntilhepassedout.Icouldsmella

humanblood.Iwenttothedeepfridgetowhat

lookedlikeakitchenandindeedCarol'sbodywasin

there.Itookaplasticthanputitinit.Iwenttothe

passesoutTony.Icuthimalittleonhisfaceusing

mynailsthanwentout.Iranveryfastthandumped

herbodyatthepolicestation.Ihurriedhomethan

transformedback.Itookthetracksuitsandthrew

themonthebinoutsideourhouse.Itookaquick

showerthanwenttobed.)

Tony'sPOV



Iwaswokenupbyacoldwatersplashedonmy

face.Islowlyopenedmyeyes.Itwasmyuncle.I

heldmychickitwasverypainfulIhadacut.My

throatwasalsoinpain.

Uncle:Itwashere.TheAdila.

Tony:what?Buthowdiditknowmywhereabouts.

Uncle:Itisverypowerfulmyboy.Verypowerful.

WhatIcantellyouis...youneedtolaylowabit.I

thinkitisafteryou.

Tony:DoIhavetoworry?

Uncle:Yesofcourse.You'reluckyitdidn'tkillyou.I

wonderwhatitwanted?(Irantothefridgeand

Carol'sbodywasn'tthere.Shit.)

Me:IttookthebodyIwasfeedingonyesterday.

Uncle:What?Whywoulditdothat?(Hekeptquiet

forsometime)AreyouthinkingwhatI'mthinking?

Me:Whatareyouthinking?



Uncle:TheAdilamayperhapsberelatedtothebody

ittook.

Me:Butsheonlyhaveonesister.Sheisagoodgirl.

Shegoestochurchanddoesn'tevenparty.

Uncle:Ithinkit'sher.Shewouldn'tshowherself.It

isnotallowedtorevealitselfonitenemies.We

needtocheckthegirl.

Me:okay.ShitIhavetogonow.

Itwasnowinthemorning.

MrKane'sPOV

Iwokeup.KaylahadherheadonmychestIwas

brushingherhair.

Kayla:Goodmorninglove.(Ikissedher)

Me:GoodmorningMrsKanetobe.(Shesmiled)How

wasyournight?



Kayla:Verygoodandyours?

Me:Spectacular.

(Shekissedme)

Kayla:letmegoandmakebreakfastforus.

Me:don'tworrywewillmakeittogether.Let'sfirst

goandbath.Wetookbathandwenttomake

breakfast.Weate.afterthatIreceivedacallfrom

myphone.Ijustignoredit.

Me:Ihavetogonow(Ikissedherthandroveoffto

myhouse.WhenIgottheretheywerehaving

breakfast.)

Me:Goodmorningfamily.

MrsK:Goodmorning...youdidn'tcomehomelast

night.

Me:Ihavesomethingimportanttodiscusswithyou

.

Mrsk:Okay...butfirstIjustreceivedacallthatAben

isnomore.

Lali:What?



MrsK:Yeah...Hisunclecalledandinformedus.

Me:Hisuncle...buthenevertoldusabouthis

family.

Mrsk:Iwasalsosurprised.Sothiseveningwe

havetovisitthem.Hewasverygoodtous.The

leastwecandoissupporthisfamilywiththe

preparations.

Lali:Dadwhat'shappenedonyourneck?

Me:...nothing ...don'tworrymydear.And Tony

whathappenedtoyourfaceandneck.

Tony:LastnightIwentoutandgotinafightwith

someguy.

Dad:Isee.

<<Tobecontinued>>

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:08]Lynne: Insert19



MrKane'sPOV

Iwasnowinthebedroomwithmywife.Iwanther

togivemeasolutiononthisproblemI'mfacing.Mr

Owenisaverydangerousman.Thewayheheld

myneckIalmostfainted.SoIwouldn'twantto

messwithapersonlikehim.

Mrs:Sowhatisitthatyouwantedustotalkabout?

Me:Ihaveaproblem...MrOw...

Mrs:ooh...soyouonlycomehomewhenyouhavea

problem.LastnightIwaitedforyouandyoudidn't

come.Youonlyrememberthatyouhaveawife

onceyouexperienceaproblem.Youknowwhat?

I'mtiredofyou.I'mtiredofapologizingtoyourold

ass.I'veapologizedforseveraltimes.I'veshown

youthatIreallyregretwhatIdidwayback.You

evensaidwemustletitpass.Buthereyou'renot

comingathome.



Me:AboutthatIwastoostressedsoIwenttoabar.

YouknowwhatIhaveaseriousproblemtodeal

with.Iwon'twastemytimeexplainingmyselfto

you.(Iwashalfwaytothedoor)

Mrs:Sowhatisitthatyouwantedustotalk

about?(Iwentbacktoher)

Me:MrOwenwantsLali.HesaidifIgivehimLali

hewillgivemehiscompaniesandasupplier.IfI

don'the'sgoingtotellherthewholetruthabout

whathappenedthatnighthermomdied.

Mrs:Hhh...that'saseriousproblem.

Me:Ijustdon'tknowwhattodo.

Mrs:TellLalithetruth.Ifyoudon'ttellher.shewill

hateyouforfindingoutfromanoutsiderandthat

yougaveheraway.Remembertruthalwaysfindsit

way.Youbettertellherbeforeit'stoolate.

Me:butIdon'tthinkI'mreadytolosemydaughter

again.She'sgoingtohatemeandneverforgiveme

herwholelife.Isnatchedherhappinessaway.She

didn'tevengetachancetoseehermother.



Mrs:Thansendheraway...awayfromMrOwen.

Me:No...Idon'twanthertofeelunwantedand

neglected.

Mrs:EishIreallydon'tknow.Didyouknowthat

AbenwasMrOwen'snephew?

Me:What?Aben?...YouknowI'vebeenwondering

howMrOwenknewthatIheldLali'smother

hostage.Sothat'smeansAbenwassenttospyon

us.Shit.IhavetogoIwillseeyouallatthe

eveningwhenwe'regoingtothatmonster'shouse.

Mrs:Bye.

(Iwentdownstairsandsaidmygoodbyes.Iwas

nowdrivingtotheoffice.I'mreallytiredofworking

theseboysofmineneedtotakeovernow.Beinga

bossisreallytiring.Igotoliketenmeetingsinone

day.Ireallyneedsomeonetohelpmonitorother

businesses.WhatmakesmemadisthatJaseand

Zynedidn'tevenapplytogotoanyuniversity.They

saidthey'retakingagapyear.IthinkIneedtotalk

totheirmother.Shemusttryandputsomesense

intheirminds.Icanevenbribetheinstitutionfor



them.)

Tony'sPOV

IjustreceivedacallfromCarol'ssister.Shesaid

theyfoundhercorpsedumpedoutsidetheirgate.

IfshewastheAdilashewouldn'thavetoldme.It

seemswewerewrong.Idon'tknowwhy.ButI'm

feelingscared.ThattheAdilaisveryneartome.It

likeitiswatchingmyeverymove.Anywaysletme

gotothemall.Ineedtogetmyselfanewphone.I

tookthecarkeys.

Lali:Goingsomewhere?

Me:yeah..I...I'mgoingtothemalltobuysomething.

Lali:What'sthat"Something"?

Me:yousee...Ilostmycellphoneyesterday.

Lali:Andwhathappenedtoyoufaceandneck?

Me:YouseeIgotintoafightyesterdaywithsome



boys.Theyalsotookmyphone.

Mom:Whathappened?(shewascomingtousfrom

upstairs)

Me:Nothingexactly.

Lali:Hegotintoafightwithsomeboystheyalso

tookhisphone(Ilookedatherwithaseriousface)

Lali:What?

Mom:Whodarestouch.Don'ttheyknowwhoyour

fatheris.Tellmemoreaboutthem.Iwilltakecare

ofthemforyou.

Me:no...mompleasejustletitgo.

Mom:NoIwon't...peoplenowthinkwe'reweak.

Weneedtoshowthemthat...

Me:Mompleasestop.I'mreallyfine.CanIgonow?

Mom:Whereareyougoingexactly?

Lali:We'regoingtothemall.Heneedstobuyanew

phone.(ijustlookedather.Ithinksheisalsointo

me.Ithinkshenowfeelsthesamewayaboutme.

Iwasnowsmilinglikeafool)



Lali:okay?(shewascuppingmyface.Ijustnodded

)let'sgothan.(wetothecarthandroveoff.Ikept

stealingglancesofhershewasbusyonherphone.

IevenadjustedthemirrorinsuchawaythatIwill

beabletoseeherface.SheisverybeautifulGod.

SheisbeautifulwithoutmakeupIwonderhowfire

shewilllookwithmakeupon.IthinkIcanbeopen

toher.)

Me:youknowIreceivedacallfromCarol'ssister.

Lali:Whatisitthatshewanted?

Me:ShetoldmethattheyfoundCarol'sbody

dumpedoutsidetheirgate.

Lali:What?OhhGod...Iwonderwhowoulddothat

toher.Sheseemedlikeanicepersonyouknow.So

howareyoufeelingaboutallthis?

Me:Idon'tknowhey.Iwashopingwewouldfix

things.(Ilied)

Lali:Shame...didyoureallyloveher?

Me:Yes...

Lali:Sowhywouldyouhurtherlikethat?(myheart



beatincreased.Doessheknow?How?)

Me:likewhat?

Lali:Whywouldyoubreakherheart?

Me:Idon'tgetyou?

Lali:Youdumpedher...(whew...Ifeltarelief.I

thoughtsheknew.Ismiledalittle)Andyou're

smiling.

Me:No...youseewhenIdumpedherIwasunder

theinfluenceofalcohol.

Lali:mhhIsee.(Anywaywegottothemallandwent

straighttotheiPhoneshop)

Lali:Sowhichoneareyoubuying.

Me:I'mthinkingoftakingtheiPhone11.Butitwill

finishallmymonthlyallowance.

Lali:Icanhelpyou.Iwillpayhalfofitprice.

Me:forme?really.?

Lali:Let'sgo.(IchoosedthecolourIwanted.)

Me:Let'sandgrabsomethingtoeat.



Lali:Let'sbuytakeawaysforeveryone.

Me:sure...butfirstIwanttospendsomequality

timewithyou.(Shesmiled.Myheartdanced)

Lali:Okay.(Wewenttowimpyandordered.Our

foodcameandwewerehavingagreatchat.Sheis

sofunnyIwasnowinstitches.Iwouldreallylove

tospendrestofmylifewithher.)

Lali:Anywaylet'sgoI'msuredadisonhiswayto

pickusup.(wewenttothecaranddroveoff)

Me:HowareyoufeelingwiththisAben

situation?(Herfacialexpressionchanged.Ithink

sheishidingsomethingfromme.)

Lali:Youknow...Ireallylovedhim.Hewasmyfirst

boyfriend.AfterthatdayIwashopingwewould

meetagainandfixthings.IguessGodhadhisown

plantotakehim.Ireallymisshim.Hemademe

happy.Youknowweusedtogototheparkjustto

chillandwatchthestars.(Ifeltmyheartbreaking

intopieces.Howcouldshetalkaboutherexin

frontofme.SheknowsIloveher.Ibreatheforher

)



Me:Hashealready...likehitit?(Shelaughed)

Lali:no...IwillonlybreakmyvirginityonceI'm

married.(Ismiled.Atleastsheisstillpure.)

Me:okayIsee.(Wegothomeanddadwasalready

home.Theywerewaitingforus.)

Dad:Wherehaveyoutwobeen?

Me:wewenttothemall.(Laligavethemtakeaways)

Lali:DoIhavetochangeintoadress.

Mom:yes...can'tyouseeeveryoneIwearinga

dress.AndJameswasherehesaidtomorrowheis

finishing.Hesaidtonotgointoyourbedroomhe

eventookthekeys.

Lali:okayit'sfine.Anywayssomeofmyclothesare

intheguestroom.(Shewentupstairs.Iwonderwhy

momisnotfondofLali.Laliisaniceperson.)

Lali'sPOV

Iwenttoguestroomandtookaquickshower.Iput



onmyLousdressthatisblackandbodyhugging.I

putonblacksandalsandtookandRippedjean

jacket.Itookmyhandbagandtiedmyherintoa

neatbun.Iwentdownstairs.Thestairstheyall

gaveme.Ievenfeltlikerunningbacktothe

guestroomandchange.

MrsK:Wow...Laliwearenotgoingtofashionshow(I

justlookeddown.)

Me:ButI'mjustwearingasimpledress.

dad:Canyouleavemydaughteraloneplease.

You'relookingbeautifulmystar.

Jase:You'refiregirl.

Zia:You'relookingstunningsister.

Lali:youtoo(Ijustkissedherchick)

Dad:Canwegonow.(Weallwenttothecarand

droveoff.Iwasbusythinkingaboutthe

conversationIhadwithTony.Idon'treallymiss

Aben.Heisabadperson.Iwasjustsayingthatso

thathewon'tsuspectanything.I'mhappythat



Carol'sfamilyfoundthebody.Tonyisagoodliar.

Heliedabouteverything.Sayinghewantedtofix

thingswithCarol.nxx...Anywaywegottothisbig

andwellbuilthouse.Thesecurityguardopenedthe

gateforus.Hesearchedusandescortedusin.

Theywereallsittingonthecouches.Dadstarted

greetingthem)

Dad:MrOwen(heshoothandswithhim.Ilookedat

himjustthanIfeltangerbuildup.Myinstincts

weretellingmethatheisthemanthatkilledmy

motherandtookherpowers.Bythehelpofmy

father.Ilookedathimuntiloureyesmet.He

startedcoughinglikesomethingwaschockinghim.

Ithinkitmyangerthat'smakinghimlikethat.I

lookedawayandtriedtocontrolmyanger.)

Dad:Areyouokay?

Him:YeahIjustneededsomewater.I'mfinenow

.(HemustknowthatI'm morepowerfulthanhim.

I'mnotintimidatedbyhim.Ijustfeellikejumpingto

himandripoffhishead)



Dad:Soismyfamily.Mychildrenandmywife.

(Theyallintroducedthemselves.Theyallwentto

himandshookhandswithhim.Iwasnowmyturn.

Everyonewastalkingtoeachnotmindingme.I

wenttohim)

Me:MynameisLali(Iwaslookingstraighttohis

eyes)I'msureyouknowme.Don'tworryIwon'tkill

younow.Butsoon.Yourdaysarenumbered(Iwas

whisperingtohim)Soyoubetterstartpreparingfor

yourdeath.(Hewassweating.

"Dadareyouokay?"(Askedsomeboy)

Him:yeahI'mfine.ThisismySonMike.

Me:Lali(Ishookhishand)

Mike:NicetomeetLali.You'reverybeautiful.

Me:Thankyou.(IwenttoSitdown)

Dad:Sowhenisthefuneral?

MrOwen:Tomorrow.

Dad:What?Whysosoon.Whendidhepasson.

MrOwen:(Hekeptquietforsometime.Thanhe



startedlookingatme)..whaticantellyouisthatwe

foundhisbodyinthebathandwaterwasrunning.

Dad:Shame

MrOwen:CanIhaveawordwithyouMrKane

Privately.

Dad:Sure(Dadlookedathiswife.Thanshenodded.

IwonderwhatisitthatmrOwenwantstotelldad.

There'ssomethinggoingonandMrskaneknows.

AnawastalkingtoKiara.Theboyswerealso

talkingtoMike.MrsKanewastalkingtoMrsOwen.

SoIdecidedtogoupstairsandeavesdroponDad

andMrOwe.MrOwenwasthreateningandtelling

himhurryup.ThanIhearddadsaying:

Dad:Youknowwhat(hewasPointinghim)Iwon'tlet

youtakemydaughtertoo.Iwilltellherthetruth.

Thewholefuckingtruth.

MrO:Nc...nc...ncIfyoutellherthetruth.Youthink

she'sgoingtosay"Ohreallydad...there'sno

problem.Iforgiveyou."Noshewon'tsaythatbut

shewillkillyou.(what?)



Dad:Whatisitthatyouwantfrommydaughter?She

isnotlikehermother.

MrO:Fool.Anywayit'snonofyourbusinesswhatI

wanttodowithher.Sopleasethinkcarefully.(I

wentbackdownstairs.Sohe'sbusythreatening

dadaboutthetruth.Iknowthetruth.Iknowthe

wholefuckingtruth.Iknowwhathappenedonthat

night.Ineedtotelldadfastbeforehedoes

somethingstupid.AnywaysMikecametome)

Mike:Comesitwithus.

Me:Sure.(Isetwiththem.Butmymindwas

occupied.SoonI'mleavingforschoolnowIhaveto

takecareofthis.Mylifeisreallyhectic.)

Zia:Laliareyouokay?

Me:Yeah...

Ana:Butyoudon'tseemfine.Iseverythingokay?(I

havetolieorelse.Everyonewillstartgivingus

theirfullattention.)

Me:em..mhh...youknowIstillcan'tbelieve.

..that...thatAbenisnomore(IlookedatTonythan



henodded)Wewereveryclose.Afterallhewasmy

driver.

Kiara:Dadsaidhewaskilledbyhisgirlfriend.

(Suddenlymythroatbecamedry.Thispeopleknow

something.Theyknowthatitwasme.AndKiara

waslookingstraighttomyeyes)

Me:Girlfriend?...Hehadagirlfriend?Iguesshe

didn'ttellme.

Kiara:Heoncetoldusthathehadacrushonyou.

Mike:Kiara(hegaveheradeadstair)

Me:Well...henevertoldmethat.

Dad:it'stimetogoeveryone.(Weallstoodup.

WhenIwasabouttogo.Kiaragrabbedmyarmand

whisperedtome)

Kiara:Iknowyoukilledhim.Iknowitwasyou.We

arecomingforyou.(Ibrushedherhairandsmiled)

Me:Youknowwhat...I'mnotshookbyyourthreats.

YesIkilledhim.Yourdaddyisnext.

Zia:Lalicome...everyoneiswaitingforyouinthe

car.



Me:Byedear.(Iwenttothecar.Wedroveoff.Dad's

mindwasoccupied.Hisphonekeptringingandhe

decidedtoswitchitoff.Iwonderwhoiscallinghim

atthishour.Tonystealingglancesatme.Ijust

hopehe'snotsuspectingmeoffkillingAben.Ihave

totalktohim.Wearrivedhome)

Me:DadcanItalktoyou...inyourstudy.

Dad:I'msorryLalibutIcan't.Wewilltalktomorrow

morning.(shit.Iwenttotheguestroom.Tony

walkedinandclosedthedoorbehindhim)

Me:What'sup?

Tony:Laliisthereanythingyou'rehidingfromme?

Me:Me?...n...no.

Tony:WhatwereyousayingtoMrOwen?

Me:Mhh...nothing.Hewascomplementingme.So

Ihadtoputhimtohisplace.Heistoooldto

complementyoungchildren.

Tony:mhh...Isee.WhatisitthatKiarawastalking

about?

Me:Iwassoheartbroken.(Ifakedtears)ThatAben



hadagirlfriend.Sothat'smeanshewasnottruly

inlovewithme.(Hecameclosetomeandhugged

me.ThanksGodheisbuyingit.Westoodlikethat

untilIsaidgoodnighttohim.Hethanwenttohis

bedroom.)

MrKane'sPOV

Iwasnowinbedwithmywife.Iwastossingand

turning.IkeptthinkingaboutwhatMrOwensaid.

ThatifIdon'tgivehimLali.Hewillfinishmyfamily.

Idecidedtoswitchonmyphone.Kaylahasbeen

callingme.Iwillseehertomorrowafterthe

funeral.IdialedMrOwen'snumberandcalledhim

.

Me:Hello.

MrO:What?

Me:I'm takingyourdeal.IwillgiveyouLali.ButI

haveonelastrequest.

MrO:Whatisit?



Me:Canyougivemeonemoreweek.Ineedto

spendsomequalitytimewithher.

MrO:okayit'sfine.

(Idroppedhiscall.Mywifewasnowawake.Iwas

crying.)

MrsK:Wow...you'rereallygivingheraway.

Me:yes...Ifidon't.Hewillhurtallofyou.

Mrsk:Wegoingtomissher.

Me:Ohhpleasedon'tlie.Youhateher.Younever

wantedhertostaywithusfromthefirstplace.

Mrsk:Whatever.

MrOwen'sPOV

Iwasbeyondhappy.FinallyIwillgettheAdila

powers.IwillwipeoutalltheexistenceoftheKane



familyafterIhavetookherpowers.Imuststartnow

andprepareforherdeath.Thingsaregoingmy

way.ShereallyIntimidatedmetoday.Sheeventold

mydaughterthatshekilledAbenandI'mnext.Poor

her.Shewon'tknowwhat'shittingher.

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Lali'sPOV

IwokeupveryearlyinthemorninghopingIcould

talktodad.Buteveryonewasbusypreparingtogo

tothefuneral.Itookabath.Iputonablacklong

tightskirtandblackandwhiteshirt.Itiedmyhair

neatly.Iputonblackstilettosandtookasmallbag

thanwentout.Iwentdownstairsandeveryonewas



standingtherewaitingforme.Igreetedeveryone.

Therewassomethingdifferentaboutdad.He

couldn'tevenlookintomyeyes.Wewenttothecar

thandroveoff.Wearrivedatthevenue.Wewentto

sitfront.IlookedatAben'scoffin.Ifelttearsform.

Tonyputshishandsaroundmywaist.Irestedmy

headonhisshoulder.Everythingwasdone.We

wenttothecemetery.Idon'twanttoliehewasa

niceguy.Ialsolovedhim.Hemademehappy.I'm

justsorrythathehadtodiewithoutknowingthe

truth.ButIpromise.Justicewillbedoneforhis

mother'sdeath.KillingMrOwenismyfirstgoal.

AndIknowoneofthisdaysIwillachieveit.We

wenttotheOwen'shouse.Wehadsomethingto

drink.

Dad:Iwillsendadrivertopickyouallup.Ihave

somewheretogoto.

Me:Dad...canIspeaktoyou.

Dad:Ican'tnow.

MrsK:Pleasedocomeback.Iwillwaitforyou.



Dad:Iwill.

(Itwasnowgettinglate.Adrivercameandtookus

home.WhenwegothomeJameswassittingatthe

loungesippingaglassofwine.Hegavemethe

keystomybedroom.)

James:Myworkisdonehere.Andyourfather

alreadypaid.

Me:Thanks.

James:Ihavetogo.Pleasedocallafteryouhave

seenyourbedroom.

Me:Iwill.(Iwentupstairs.Iunlockedthedoorthan

wentin.Iheldmymouth.ItwaslikeI'menteringa

heaven.Ievendoubtheavenislikethis.Everywall

hadmyface.Hedrewmyfaceevenonthefloor.

Herearrangedeverything.Heevenboughtanew

bed.ItwasnotashapeofbedI'musedtoo.There

wasalsoatablefordrinks.Therewasa

champagneplacedontopofitandsome

marshmallows.Ilaughedalittle.Iwenttothe

bathroom.Itwassobreathetaking.Icalledhim.



James:Jamesherehello!(myGodheisalways

hyper.)

Me:Areyousurethisismybedroom?oritbelongto

BillGates'sdaughter.

James:Ityoursbabe.Doyoulikeit?

Me:likeit?OhpleasestopIloveit.Istillcan't

believeitismine.Myfriendisgoingtobejealous.

James:I'mgladyoulovedit.Ihavetogonow.

Me:Okay...thankyouveryverymuch.

James:Itwasmypleasure.

(ItookfewpicsofitthansentthemtoNomhle.She

saidsheiscomingrightnowbecauseshedoesn't

believeme.Ziacamein)

Zia:Wow...it'sverybeautiful,stunningand

gorgeous.

Me:Jamesisreallygoodinhisjob



Zia:yeahhey...Momisgoingtobeveryjealous.

Theirshasnothingcomparedtoyours(welaughed)

Me:Nomhlesaidshe'scomingover.

Zia:Okay...itverynicebeingaroundher.Shehasa

bubblepersonality.

Me:yeahhey.Anywayslet'shaveapjinmyroom.

Sinceshe'salsocomingover.

Zia:Sure...letmebuysomemoredrinksfromTake

alotandsomesnacks.(Weboughteverything.

Nomhlearrived.Shewassostunnedbymy

bedroom.Wehadsomedeephouseplaying.

Luckilythewallsaresoundproofed.Wetookvideos

andpics.Wedancedanddrankallthealcohol.)

MrKane'sPOV

IwasonmywaytoKayla'shouse.Iwon'tstaylong.

RightnowIfeelhelpless.Ifeellikeafailure.Idon't

evenhavestrengthtotalkorlookatLali.Ifailedher

asafatheragain.JustwhenIthoughteverythingis



alrightbetweenus.Thishappens.Iwillneverbe

abletoforgivemyself.IknowMrOwenwilldo

exactlywhathedidtoLali'smother.Ijusthope

evenwhenLaligettoheavenshewillfindinher

hearttoforgiveme.Idroveinandparkedmycar.I

wentinside.ShewasbusywatchingTV.

Me:Hey.

K:Hi...(Shekeptquiet)

Me:I'msorryfornotansweringyourcalls.Iwasin

oneofmyguardsfuneral.

K:Ok.

Me:Areyoualright?

K:Yeah...Iwasjustmissingyou.

Me:Really(Ileanedtoherandkissedher.Wetook

everythingtoherbedroom.Therestishistory)

Me:Thatwasgreat.(Ikissedherforehead.Igotup

andstartedgettingdressed)

K:Ithoughtyouweresleepingover.



Me:AsmuchasIwantedto.Ireallyneedtobe

home.TherearefewthingsIwanttotakecareof.

K:Okay.

Me:Don'tbeangryokay?(Icuppedherfacethan

kissedher)Iwillsleepovertomorrow.

K:okay...pleaseswitchoffthelightsonyourway

out.

Me:Okay.(Iwenttomycarthandroveoff.Igot

homemywifewassittingonthebed.Wearinga

lingerie.Shewenttomeandstartedkissingme.)

Her:Ihavebeenwaitingforyou.(Shestarted

undressingme)

Me:I'mtiredI...

Her:Shhhh(Shecontinued.Igavein.Istarted

undressinghertoo.)

Addison'sPOV



YesmynameisAddison.I'mCarol'ssister.My

heartwasverybrokenwhenmymomandIfound

herbodydumpedatthegate.ShewasaSister,a

friend,amotherandafathertome.Sinceour

parentsaremostlyoutofthecountry.Iknowshe

wasverywildandnotlikeme.Butsheprotected

me.AtfirstIdidn'tapproveofherrelationshipwith

Tony.There'ssomethingdarkaboutthatboy.

AfterIsawhowmuchsheactuallylovehim.I

blessedtheirrelationship.Theydatedforalong

time.Untilhedecidedtodumpher.Shewasvery

heartbroken.Sheevenrefusedtoeat.Iwasalso

upsetatTonyforbreakingmyoldersister'sheart.I

rememberthedayshewentmissing.Wehada

reallyserioustalk.Shesaidtome.Imusttakecare

ofmyselfandnevertrustaman.Shesaidshe

reallyloveandthatshewantstoseemeachieve

goodthingsinlife.ThatwasthelasttimeIspoketo

her.IreallysuspectTony.Ithinkhe'sbehindmy

sister'sdeath.Iwillfindjusticeformysister.Iwill

revengeherdeathnomatterwhat.



Lali'sPOV

Itwasveryearlyinthemorning.Iwokeup.Ihada

terribleheadache.Iwokethegirlsup.Wewent

downstairsandmadecoffeeforourselves.We

thanwentbacktomybedroom.Wecleanedit.

Me:Guyspleasehelpmepack.Youallknow

tomorrowI'm gonnabacktoschool.

Zia:Iwillmissyousister(shehuggedme)

Nomhle:Friend...I'm reallygoingtomissyou.Iwill

missyourlazyass.Whenyoudon'twanttowakeup

earlytoprepareforschool(Ilaughed.Myeyeswere

nowfulloftears)

Me:Iwillmissyouboth.Myfavouritepeople.(We

grouphugged.Wefinishedpacking)

Zia:Sowhenareyoucomingback?

Me:OntheMarchholidays.

Zia:no...that'sfarthough.



Me:Schoolrules.

(Wetookshowertogetherandputonshotsand

oversizedcropsweatshirts.Wewentdownstairs

andhadbreakfast.)

Me:DadtomorrowI'mgoingbacktoschool.

Dad:Safejourneymydear.Idon'tiwillbethereto

seeyouleave.Goodbyeeveryone.OhhbeforeI

forgetJaseandZyneyouhavetodayand

tomorrowtodecideony'all'scareerandthanapply

toanyuniversity.Publicorprivate.

Jase:butdadwesaidwe'retakingastudygap.

Dad:Iwon'trepeatmyself.Mywordisfinal.

(Heleft.MrsKanewasbusysmilingtoherself.

Shelookshappy.)

MrOwen'sPOV

Iwashavingameetingwithmychildren.



Kayla:Sodadwhat'stheplan?

Me:Theplanis.IwillgiveMrKanesomethingto

putinLali'sfoodthatwillmakeherunconsciousfor

24hours.That'stheperiodwewillusetotieherup

withstrongchains.

Mike:Goodideadad.

<<<Tobecontinued>>>

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Notedited

Nomhle'sPOV

ThereissomethingthathaschangedaboutLali.

Sinceshefixedthingswithherdad.Sheisnow

actinglikeadiva.She'snolongerthatLaliwho

usedtosay"Idon'tlikeexpensivethings".She

thinksshe'sbetterthaneveryonenow.Alongwith

hersocalledsisterZia.Yesherbedroomis

beautiful.Butminewillbemorebeautiful.Iwill

findadesigneronline.ThereasonIchanged

schoolisthatIwanttodistancemyselffromher.

Sheusespeople.Iwastheonewhowaswakingup

earlyandprepareusforschool.Notevenasingle

dayLaliwokeup.She'sisjustalazybitch.Iwas

busyonFacebook.SomeonecalledMikeOwen

sentmeafriendrequest.Ilookedathisprofile.

Cuteindeedandalsowhite.Iacceptedit.We

startedtalkingoninbox.Hewasbusy

complementingmybeauty.Iwasallflattered.He



isalsoafunnyperson.

Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupearlyinthemorning.Wenttodad's

bedroom .Iknockedthanwentin.

Me:Goodmorning.

Mrsk:YesLali...whatyouwant?

Me:Iwanttotalktodad.

MrsK:Sorryyoumissedhim.Healreadywentto

theoffice.

Me:Butsoearlyinthemorning?

MrsK:Yes...hehasanearlymeeting.Soplease

leavemeinpeace.

(Iwentbacktomyroom.Itookalongassbath.I

driedmyhair.Iputonarippedboyfriendjeananda



blacksweater.IputonmyWhiteAirforce.Iwent

downstairsandhadbreakfast.)

Jase:Soyouleavingforreal?

Me:Yeahhey...Ihaveto.Anywaysitmylastyear.

It'sveryimportant.IwashopingIwouldspendthe

restofitwithmyNomhle.Shewasgoingtobemy

partnerformatricdance.Shehaschanged.

Changedforworst.

Zia:Iwillreallymissyouhey.

Me:Iwilltoo.ButfirstIhavetogotothemalland

domyhair.

Zia:Whichhairstylesyouwant?

Me:Anything...butIwasthinkingofdoingcornrows.

Likestraightup.

Zia:Yourhair...

Me:I'mcolouredbabes.

Zia:Okaysowhen?

Me:rightnow.



Zia:I'mcomingwithyou.Ialsohavetowashmy

hairandremovethisblondefrommyhair.

(wewenttothecar.Thedriverdroveoff.)

Me:Sowhatgradeareyoudoing?

Zia:11...you?

Me:TonyandIareinmatric.

Zia:LuckyyouguysI'm reallytiredofschool.

Me:Hangintheresister...You'retowardstheend.

Zia:Yeahhey.(wewenttoasalon.Didourhair.I

boughtsomesnacksthanwemadeourwayback

home.Iwentupstairsandtookmysuitcase.)

Me:byeguys...IwashopingtoseedadbeforeI

leave.ButanywayIhavetogo.

Jase:Safejourney...wewillreallymissyou.

Zayn:Whenyoucomebackwewillthrowyoua

party.(welaughed.)

Tony:byeLali(wehugged)



Me:okaybyeguys(Iwenttothecar.Thedriver

droveoff.Itwasalongassdrive.Iwaseven

bored .Thisdriverwasn'teventalkingtome.If

AbenwasstillaliveIwouldbeinstitchesrightnow.

AnywaysidecidedtobebusywithInstagram.Ikept

scrollingdown.Finallywearrived.Hehelpedme

withmysuitcase.

Me:Thankyou.Bye

Him:ByemissKane.Haveagoodevening.

(Iwentstraighttotheboardandsignednexttomy

name .Morepeoplehavealreadyarrived.

Nomhle'snamewasn'tevenontheregister.She

longplannedforthis.Iwenttotheroomweused.

OhhIalreadyhaveanewroomie.)

Me:Hey.

Her:Hi...Laliright?(Inodded)I'mMatilda.Butyou

cancallmeMat.

Me:Areyounew?



Mat:Yes.

Me:Whichgradeareyoudoing?

Mat:12.

Me:What?How'sthatpossible?Sincewhendothey

acceptmatriclearners.

Mat:Theydidn'twantto.Butdadhadtoplease

themuntiltheyagreed.Heevenpaidextramoney.

Me:Ohh...Sowhatmadeyouchangeyourold

school?

Mat:WeareoriginallyfromCapetown.Sothatjust

gotabusinesshereinGuateng.

Me:MhhIsee.

Mat:You'reaniceperson.

Me:Youtoohey.

Mat:CanIbeyourfriend?

Me:Surewhynot.Myfriendchangedschool.SoI

alsodon'thaveafriend.

Mat:Friends.(Wehugged.Iwenttoputeverything



inmywardrobe.Therearestilltwodaysbeforethe

schoolactuallystarts.Iwillputmyclothes

accordinglytomorrow.OnthewallInoticedthe

calendarIdrew.1stofJanuarywascircled.My

birthday.Thewaythingshavebeenhecticback

athome.Ievenforgotmybirthday.Evendaddidn't

remember.Anywaymybirthdayisn'taspecialday

atall.)

Me:Heydoyouwannagoout?

Mat:Yessurebuthow?

Me:There'saschoolcar.Thattakesustothe

nearesttown.Imissedmybirthday.Ijustwantto

celebrateit.

Mat:How?Howcanoneforgetabouttheirbirthday?

Me:Ibetternottellyou.

Mat:Okaylet'sgo.

(wewentandaskedthedrivertotakeustothe

smalltown.Itwasn'tabusytown.Theyarealso

fewshops.Wewenttotherestaurant.)



Me:Iwillpaydon'tworry.Youcanorderanything.

(Weorderedapizzaandawine.Yesawine.Being

Zia'ssistermademelikealcohol.)

Mat:Soyoualsodrinkalcohol?

Me:yesyou?

Mat:Metoo.(Wetookfewpics.Ipostedoneon

Instagramandcaptioned"MynewbestieandI

celebratingmybelatedbirthday".JustthanI

receivedmessagesonmyWhatsAppfrommy

siblings.

Tony:Wow...youdidn'teventellmewhenyour

birthdayis?

Zia:I'mangryatyou.Whydidn'tyoutellme.

Zayn:Wearecomingtheretofetchyou

Jase:IthoughtIknewyou.



(Ijustsentthemavoicemessage.Tellingthem

aboutwhyIdidn'ttellthemaboutmybirthday.

Theyunderstood.ZaynsaidwhenIcomeback

they'llbeapartyforme.)

Me:SohowisGuatengtreatingyou?

Mat:Sofarit'sgoodandIdohaveafamilyhere.

Me:Wowthat'sgood.Ithinkit'stimetogo.Wecan

takeourfood.Wewillcontinueinourroom.

Mat:Alcohol...how?

Me:Don'tworryaboutthat.(Iputeverythinginmy

backbag.Wewentouttothecar.Wewereonour

waybacktoschool.Weweresingingourassesoff.

Wewereabitdrunk.Wearrivedandmadeourway

toourroom.Wecontinuedthereuntilwefell

asleep.)

Tony'sPOV



IwasveryheartbrokenthatLalididn'ttellmeabout

herbirthday.Butaftershetoldusthat.Dadsaid

hermotherdiedwhenshewasgivingbirthtoher.

Herbirthdayhasneverbeenaspecialdayoraday

tocelebrate.Iunderstoodandmyheartwasat

ease.SoCarol'ssisterhasbeencallingme.She

saidCarolwillbeburiedtomorrow.Thedayafter

Carolwentmissing.Shewasangryatme.She

didn'twanttotalktome.Sheevensaidshe

suspectmeforhersister'sdeath.Iwonderwhat

haschanged.Shehasbeencallingme.Asking

howI'mdoing.AsI'mtalkingIwasdrivingtomeet

her.Shesaidshewantstotalktome.Ifetchedher

thandrovetothepark.

Me:Sowhat'sup?

Addi:Iwantedtobasicallyapologizetoyou.For

suspectingyouofkillingmysister.Iwasvery

shutteredandmymindwasoccupied.Ihavejust

realizedthatyoulovedmysisterverymuchandyou

willneverdoanythingtohurther.



Me:IknowandIunderstand.

Addi:Sohowareyoufeelingaboutherdeath?

Me:Ireallydon'tknowhowtofeel.Istillcan't

believethatsheisnomore.Iwashopingafter

sometimewewouldfixthings.Andgetback.

Addi:Shereallylovedyou.Sheusedtotalkabout

youeverysingleday.Whenyoudumpedher.She

wassoheartbroken.Whydidyoudumpherexactly?

Me:Iwasundertheinfluenceofalcohol.Iwasn't

thinkingstraight.

Addi:Sowhydidn'tyoufixthingswithheronthe

nextday?

Me:Iwasscared.Iwasscaredtoevenlookather

brokenface.

Addi:Iseehey.Imissheralot.Shewas

everythingtome.(Shewasnowcrying.Ibrought

hertomychest.SherestedherheadandIbrushed

herback.)I'm feelinglonelywithouther.Our

parentsareleavingafterthefuneral.Iwillbeleft

alone.



Me:Don'tworryIwillbethereforyou.Nomatter

what.(Shewasraisedherheadandlookedatme.

Welookedintoeachother'seyesandthankissed.

She'sverycute.IfIweretochoosebetweenher

andCarol.Iwouldchooseher.)

Addi:Sorry...I

Me:No...I'msorry.

Addi:Canyoudropmeoffathomenow.It'svery

late.

Me:Sure(idroppedheroff.Herbodytextureisvery

beautiful.She'scute.Butnotmorethanmylali.The

kisswasnicehey.Shehasjucielips.MaybeIcan

haveathingwithherwhileI'mstillwaitingforLali.)

Addison'sPOV

WhenIgothome.Myparentswerebusyhaving

dinner.Mymotherlookssoshuttered.Shehad

tearsonhereyes.Shewasn'teveneating.Shewas

justlookingandplayingwiththefood.



Dad:Addicanwespeaktoyou?

Me:Sure(Iwasholdingmytears)

Dad:YourmomandIhavedecidedtogowithyou.

Afteryoursister'sdeath.Wedon'tthinkyou'resafe.

Me:Towhereexactly?Becauseyouguystravelalot

.AndIdon'twanttobepartofit.

Dad:Youwillstaywithyourgrannydear.

Me:Nodad...Ihaveimportantthingstotakecareof

here.I'malsodoingmatricsoIcan'tjustleave.

Dad:Butbaby...

Me:Nodad...Iwillstayhere.

Dad:Okay...butcanweatleasthireahelperwhose

grownupforyou.

Me:That'sevenbetter.Pleaseexcuseme(Iran

upstairsandlockedthedoor.Iwenttothe

bathroomandtookacoldshower.Isetdownas

thewaterwashittingmynakedbody.)

Me:Carol...I'mverysorrymysister.Iknowyou



lovedTonysomuch.ButIhavetodoit.Ihaveto

doitforyou.Soyoursoulcanrestinpeace

knowingthatyourkillerispayingforyourdeath.I

havetomakehimpay.Iknowifyouwerestillalive

youwouldn'twantmetohurthim.ButI'm sorrythis

timearoundI'mgoingagainstyourwish.Youwere

sokindhearted.Iknowwhereveryou'reyouhave

forgavehim.ButIwouldnever.Iwouldnever

forgivehimfortherestofmylife.Hetookyou

awayfromme.Iwillalsotakewhat'sspecialtohim

.BeforeIkillhim.Hewilldieaslowdeath.

(Iwipedmytearsanddriedmyself.Iputonmypjs

andwenttosleep.)

MrKane'sPOV

IwaswithKaylaallalong.Shehasn'tbeenfeeling

well.SoIwasjustkeepinghercompany.Ilooked

atmywatchitwasgettinglate.Ineedtogoorelse

mywifewillbeangry



Me:(Ikissedher)Ihavetobabe.

K:Wow...I'm notfeelingwellyetyouwanttogo.

Me:Ireallyneedtogo.Thingsathomearen'tgoing

well.

K:ohhreallyoryoujustmissingyourwife.

Me:Ihavetogo.(Ikissedher.Tookmycarkeys

thandroveoff.Iarrivedhometheywerestill

watchingTVatthishour.Evenmywife.)

Me:Heyeveryone.

Jase:ohhheypops.(Isetnexttomywife)

Me:Sohaveyouguysdecidedonwhattodo?

Zayn:Ehmm...mmmh...notreallydad.

Me:Isee...youbotharebusywastingtime.

Jase:Dad...wejustdon'tknowwhattostudyfor...

Me:Ohhreally.OkIwillthandecidedforyou.

Jase:What?Nodad.



Me:ZaynyouwilldoLaw.Isn'tyoucan'tkeepyour

mouthshut.yes

Zayn:Noo...dad...what?...nopleasedad.Iwantto

bearapper.

Me:Forgetaboutthatsillydreamofyoursof

becomingarapper.(Jasewasbusylaughing)

Zayn:ohhsoyou'relaughingatme

...nxx...p...erhmm.(Jaselaughedmore)

Me:Jaseyouwilldosomethingthathastodowith

themanagementofbusinesses.(Zaynlaughed.)

Jase:No...nopops...likereally.Iwanttodosports

science.

Me:What?...That'snevergoingtohappen.Iknow

youguysthinkI'mbeingselfish.ButI'mthinkingof

thefuture.I'm goingtodieandleaveyouguys

withmybusinesses.Norappercanrepresentthe

family.Weasbusinessownersweneedlawyers

whoaretrustworthy.Someonewecantrust.And

thatpersonisnonotheryourownson.Youjase.

Youwillmanagemybusinesses.Ihaveplentyof

businesses.Igaveevengiveyouonetoown.Since



youguysaretheolderbrothers.Iwantyourother

siblingstolookintoyou.Iwanty'lltomakesure

youryoursiblingshaveeverythingtheyneed.

MrsK:Myhusbandisspeakingthetruth.Younow

havetomanup.Soonyouwillbestartingy'llown

families.

Me:yeah...Idon'twantmygrandchildrentosuffer.

Sotomorrowyouguysareapplying.Yourmother

willhelpyou.Goodnighteveryone.

Jase:nightpops(Ileftthemtherebusytalkingto

themselves.)

Kayla'sPOV

SoIhavebeenfeelingverysickforthepastfew

days.Idecidedtogotothedoctor.Andthedoctor

saidI'mpregnant.Ijustdon'tknowhowtofeel.I

loveMrKanealot.Iwanttospendtherestofmy

lifewithhim.MyformerhusbandandIhavebeen

tryingtohavebabiesbutcouldn't.IthinkGod



broughtMrKaneforareasoninmylife.Iwasgoing

todiewithouthavingababy.Ihaven'ttoldhimyet.

ButIwilleventuallytellhim.

Tony'sPOV

SoIwokeupearlyandgotreadytogotothefuneral.

Zayn,ZiaandJaseweregoingalong.SoIwasin

mywaytotelldad.Iknockedthangotin.

Me:Goodmorningdad

Him:ohhhey...Whereareyougoing...lookingso

formal.

Me:Welldad...Afriendofourspassedonsowe're

goingtoherfuneral.

Him:Ohhokay.

Me:Pleasetellmomtoo.

Him:OkayIwill.



(IwentdownstairsandthanIdroveustothefuneral.

Itwasalreadyfullsowewerejuststandingatthe

back.Addisoncametous.Shewaslookingvery

beautifulinherblacktightdresswithaslitshowing

herflawlessthigh.)

Addi:Therearefewsitsatthefront.Youguyscan

sitthere.

Zia:Thanks.(wewenttositthere.Thefuneralwent

smooth.Everythingwasdone.Wewenttothe

cemeterythancamebacktotheirhouse.Wehad

food.SoCarol'sfamilyleft.Itwasnowaftertears

party.Carolwasapartyanimal.Westarted

drinkinganddancing.AddiwassittingnexttoZia

shewashavingaglassofwine.Ididn'tknowshe

drinks.Ikeptstealingglancesofher.Shestoodup

andwentupstairs.Ifollowedher.Shegotinto

somebedroom.Igotintoo.)

Addi:Tony?

(Iwenttoherandstartedkissingher.Itookoffher



clothesandplacedheronthebed.Igotbetween

herthighs.Iwasalreadynaked.Istartedleaving

wetkissesonherbody.Iwentdowntohersacred

place.Ikissedit.JustwhenIwasabouttohitit

rawsheheldmyhand)

Me:What?

Addi:Condom?

Me:Don'tworry.(Itriedinsertmymanhoodinher

butcouldn't)

Addi:I'm avirgin.

Me:Shit.(Istartedfingeringher.Shewasnowvery

wet.Itriedinsertingagain.Itthanwentinafteralot

oftries.Shestartedscreaming.Sheheldmetight)

Addi:No..Tonypleasestop.It'spainful.

Me:Don'tworry...thepainwillgoawayjustnow.(I

startedmovingslowly.UntilIincreasedmypace.

Wedidsomanyrounds.Iwenttoherbathroom

andranashowerforus.Therewasbloodinher

bed.Itookherbridalstyletotheshower.Iwent

backandremovedthestaincomforterandsheet.i



wentbackandbathedwithher.Ikissedherback.)

Me:Thankyoufortrustingme.(Shejustsmiled.I

helphergetdressed.Shehadafunnywalk.Soshe

justwenttosleep.)

Me:Iwillbebackrightnow.I'm goingtobuyyou

themorningafterpill.

Addi:Okay...thanks.

Addison'sPOV

IWasfeelinglikeshit.HowcouldIsleepwithmy

latesister'sboyfriend.Hebrokemyvirginity.Ihad

nochoicebutlethim.Iwoulddoanythingto

revengemysister'sdeath.Evenifitmeansselling

mysoultoLucifer.Iwould.Whenhe'sveryclose

tome.That'swhenIwillstrikehimdown.Hecame

backwiththemorningafterpill.Idrankit.

Me:Thankyou.

Tony:you'rewelcome.(Hegotinbedandcuddled

me)



Lali'sPOV

SoMatandIwewerebusypackingourclothes

neatly.Wetookoutouruniformsforironingand

ourclothes.IboughtanewschoolbagsoIdon't

havetowashtheoldone.Ziasentmeamessage

thattheywereinCarol'sfuneral.AsmuchasI

wantedtosaymylastgoodbyetoher.Icouldn't.I

wantedtoalsoapologizetoher.Fornotfindingher

attherighttime.

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Notedited

Lali'sPOV



Itwasafterschool.MatandIwerebusywith

schoolwork.There'ssomethingstrangeabouther.

EverytimeIwakeupinthemiddleofthenight.

She'salwaysnotinherbedandthedoorwouldbe

slightlyopened.Anywaysthewinnersforthe

Olympiawereannounced.Itwasatie.SoTony

andIhadtodividetheprizesbecausewebothhad

samepoints.

Me:I'mtirednow.Matrichasalotofwoke.

Mat:Yeahhey...Theygiveusalotofhomeworks.

Whereastheexamsarearoundthecorner.

Me:Weneedtostartnowstudying.

Mat:Youstudying?

Me:Yes...

Mat:Butyoudon'tevenneedtostudy.You'reanA

student.YouareverysmartLali.

Me:Ialsohavetostudy.

Mat:Okay...canyouhelpmewithMaths?



Me:Surewhynot.

(shebroughtalltheresourceswewillneed.I

startedteachingher.)

Tony'sPOV

Schoolisfine.Everythingiswell.It'sjustwithalot

ofworkIhaveIcan'tevengoouttopartywithmy

brothers.Theuniversitylifeistreatingthemwell.

EventhoughtheypartyeveryFriday.Theydidn't

wanttostayathome.Sothey'restayinginaflat.

Don'tnolongervisithereeveryweekend.It'svery

boringwithoutthem.ZiaandIarealwaysbusywith

schoolwork.AboutAddisonwearenowveryclose.

IthinkI'mstartingtolikeher.Wechateverysingle

day.She'sanicegirl.I'mplanningtoseeherthis

weekend.Dadwalkedin.

Me:Ohhheypops.



Dad:How'sschool?

Me:It'sjusttiring.There'salotofworkthatneeds

tobedone.

Dad:Isee.SowhenisLalicomingback?

Me:Shesaidwhenshefinishesherexams.

Dad:Okay...Iwanttoplanafamilydinner.Wecan

alsousethattimetocelebrateherbirthday.

Me:Thatagoodidea.Iwillletherknow.

(Dadlefttheroom.Dadhasn'tbeenhimselflately.

Hecomeshomelateanddoesn'thavebreakfast

withallofus.Thingsarejusttense.It'slikehejust

lostsomeoneimportantinthisorheisabouttolose

someone.Maybeoneofhisbusinessesisnot

doinggood.)

MrKane'sPOV

I'mfeelingguiltyforwhatI'mabouttodotoLali.

She'smydaughter.Myfirstdaughter.YetI'mbusy



planningherdeath.WhatcanIdothough.Ihave

nochoice.Ihavebeenignoringhercalls.Ijust

don'tknowwhattosaytoher.IhopeGodwill

forgivemeforwhatwillhappentoLali.Kaylahas

beenverymoodyandshehasalsogainedweight.

Gautengistreatingherwell.SoIwasonmywayto

meetMrOwen.HesaidImustcomebyhishouse.

Iparkedmycarinandwentinsidethehouse.The

cleanertookmetohisoffice.Hewasdrinkinga

whiskeyandalsosmoking.

MrO:Ohh...myfriend.Ihavebeenwaitingforyou.I

thoughtyouhavechangedyourmind.

Me:Talk...whydidyoucallmehere.

MrO:Easy...firsthaveaglassofwhiskey.Wewill

talkeverythingoverit.

Me:I'mfine.

MrO:don'tworrythere'snothinginit.See.(Hedrank

itfromthebottle.Ipouredmyselfaglassofit)How

arethingsathome?



Me:Good...

MrO:Andhowisyourmistressdoing?

Me:My?..m..mywhat?Howdidyouknow.

MrO:RelaxMrKane.Ihaveeyeseverywhere.

Me:Don'tevertouchher.

MrO:Iwouldnever.Hisexhusbandwouldhuntme

downandkillme.

Me:What?

MrO:AnywayI'mnotthere.SoIcalledyouhereto

giveyouthis.(Hewenttohissafeandtookouta

box.Hesetdownandstartedpunchingacodeonit

.itopened.Hetookoutalittlebottle.Itwasmade

ofsteel.Hegaveittome)

Me:What'sthis?

MrO:Yousee.Ican'tjustgotoyourhouseandsay

Lalicomewithme.

Me:Istilldon'tgetyourpoint.

MrO:SothisyouwillputinLali'sfoodanddrink.It

willmakeherweakandunconsciousforhours.



Whenshestartfeelingdizzyyoumustcallme.I

willcomewiththepapersstatingthatI'mgivingthe

companies.IwillthantakeLali.Ihavegivenyou

enoughtime.Planeverythingsmoothsothatshe

won'tsuspectanything.Iwillmakesurehermentor

tellhernothing.(Ijustfinishedtheglassandtook

thebottle.Iwashalfwaythedoor.)

MrO:AndMrKane.Don'tcrossme.Becauseifyou

do.Mmmh...youknowwhatI'mcapableofdoing.

(Ijustwenttomycarthandrovehome.Igotthere

andwentstraighttomystudyroom.Iputthebottle

MrOwengavemeinsidethesafe.Iwenttospeak

tomywife)

Her:Howdidthemeetinggo

Me:HegavemesomethingtoputinLali'sfood

Thatwillmakeherunconscious.

Her:PoorLali.She'sgoingtodietheexactsame

wayhermotherdied.Sheiscursed.

Me:Don'teverspeakillofmydaughter.Iknow



whatI'mabouttodoiswrong.IknowthatIwillbe

responsibleforherdeath.Butshe'sstillmy

daughterandIlovehersomuch.It'sjustthatI

can'tprotecther.ItwouldhavebeeneasyifIwas

dealingwithsomeonelikeme.Withno

supernaturalpowers.

MrsKane'sPOV

Okay.I'mbeyondhappythatLaliwillfinallybeout

ofourlives.Ihavebeenhopingfordayslikethe

onesthatarestillyettocome.IwishIcanbethere

toseeLalicryingandscreamingforhelp.Shewill

diethesamewaythatbitchhermotherdied.Ever

sinceshecameintoourlivesthingshasbeengoing

wrong.Wehavebeenlosingfamilymembers.She

isreallycursed.I'mjustgratefulthatfinallyIwill

befreefromthatevilandrudechild.I'malso

gratefulthatMikedecidedtogobackwhereverhe

camefrom .ButIdomisshimverymuchhey.I

havebeensendingpeopletospyonmyhusband.I



thinkhe'scheatingonme.Soiwascallingoneof

theguysisent.

"Hellobosslady"

Me:Doyouhaveanythinghandfulicanuse

"Yes.Iwillsendyouthelocationandaddress.Of

theplacehealwaysvisit.Hesometimesspendthe

wholenightthere."

Me:Doyouknowtheladyhe'sbusywith?Ineed

informationabouther.

"AllIknowisshewasmarried.Herhusband

cheatedwithhersistersotheydivorced.Butthe

husbandwantherbackinhislife.Thatheeven

sentpeopletofindher.She'sbusyontherun.She

hasbeentodifferentplaces.ButIthinkshe'snow

settlinghere."

Me:I'msuremyhusbandisthereasonwhyshe's

settlinghere.

"yeahmaybe.BecauseIhavealsocontactedmy

peoplefromtheplacesshehasbeen.Theysaid



sheonlystayforamonthinaparticularplace."

Me:Okaythankyou.IthinkIhaveenough

informationabouther.Iwilltransferthemoneyinto

youraccount.Beforetheendofthisday.

"okay...thankyouverymuch.Ifyouneedusagain.

Youknowwheretofindus.Wecanevenkillherfor

youifyouwant"

Me:Nothanks.Don'tworry.Leaveeverythingtome

.

(Idroppedthecall.Okaysomyhusbandisreally

cheatingonme.Iknewthatmyinstinctswould

neverlietome.Somymissionistonowpaythat

womenavisit.Iwilltellhertocutoffhertieswith

myhusbandorelseIwon'thesitatetokillher.Nxx

bitch.)

ITISNOWTHEDAYWEHAVEBEENWAITINGFOR.

Lali'sPOV



TodayI'mwritingmylastpaper.Tonytoldmethat

dadplannedafamilydinner.SoIjustcan'twaitto

seemysiblings.Iwokeupfeelingverydown.Ihad

anheadache.Itfeelslikesomethingbadisgoingto

happentomeorthepersonclosetome.Ihope

everyoneisfine.LetmecallNomhle.Ihaven't

talkedtoherforthepastfewmonths.Ihopesheis

fine.

Me:Hello

Nomhle:OhheyLali.

Me:Howareyou?

Nomhle:I'mfine.Doyouwantsomethingfromme?

Me:No...Iwasjustcheckinguponyou.Howare

theexamstreatingyou?

Nomhle:Lali...Ihavetogo.

(Shedroppedthecall.Wow.There'ssomethingnot



rightaboutNomhle.Shewasverydown.She'snot

theNomhleIknow.Ihopeshe'snotgoingthrough

difficulty.Iwillvisithertomorrow.AnywayI

preparedforschool.Soourlastpaperwas

Afrikaans.SoIwillfinishinlessthananhour.Dad

sentadrivertocomeandpickmeup.SoIwentto

theexamroomandstartedwriting.Itwasn'thard.

MatandIfinished.)

Me:Howwasthepaper?

Mat:Easyhey...areyoualright?

Me:Yeswhy?

Mat:Youreyes...they'rered.Itlikeyouhavetrying.

Me:Really...Ijusthaveabadheadache.

Mat:Ihavesomemedsforheadache.(shegave

me.Idrankthem.)

Me:Let'sgoandchange.I'm suremydriverison

hisway.

Mat:Canyouvisitme...pleasefortheholidays.



Me:Ehhh....Iwilljustsendmetheaddress.Iwill

seewhenIcanvisityou.

Mat:Okay...pleasedocome.There'ssomething

veryimportantIneedtotell.

Me:Okay...Ihopeitaboutyouleavinginthemiddle

ofthenightandcomingbackinthemorning.

Mat:What?HOW?...I...

Me:Doyouhaveaboyfriend?

Mat:No...

Me:So?

Mat:Iwilltellyoueverythingwhenyouvisitme.

Me:Iwillsurelycome.

(Wewenttoourroom.Iputonaminiskirt,whitet

shirtandPumapushins.I'm notleavingwithmy

clothes.Ihaveplentyathome.Mat'sdad.Arrived.)

Him:Heygirls.

Me:hellosir.



Mat:Heydad.

Him:Soyou'remydaughter'sfriend.(Inodded)She

saysalotofgoodthingsaboutyouwhenIcallher.

Ihaveneverseenmydaughterthishappy.Thank

you.

Me:Sheisagreatfriend.Iwouldn'ttradeher

anything.

Him:It'snicetohearthat.Iwashopingthatyou

wouldcomewithus.Atleastvisitusforaweekend.

Me:Iwill.Butnottoday.Dadplannedsomething

specialforthefamily.

Him:Mhh...Isee.Goodfamilyyougot.United.

Me:Yeahhey...

Him:IfIwasn'tinahurry.Iwouldinvitemyselfto

thatdinner(welaughed)Anywaygoodbye.

Mat:Byelove(Wehugged)

Me:Seeyousoon.

(Theyleft.Mat'sfatherisaniceperson.Heisof

freenature.Anywaythedriverarrivedandwewere



nowintheroad.)

Mat'sPOV

WejustleftandImissLalialready.Sheisavery

niceandlovingperson.I'm gratefulthatIfounda

friendlikeher.Shehelpsmewithschoolwork.

There'ssomethingspecialorgoodaboutherand

alsosomethingstrangeabouther.

Me:SodadwhenaregoingtotheOegrate?

Dad:Whenthetimeisrightmydear.

Me:ButdadIalsoneedtogothere.Ineedtogain

moreskillsandhometocontrolit.

Dad:MatildaIsaid...whenthetimeisright

(Hewasnowveryangry.EverytimeIaskaboutthe

Oegratedadgetsangry.SoanOegrateisaplace

whereallwerewolveslive.Itistheirhome.They

aretrainedhowtoprotecttheirselves,howtofight



anenemyandhowtocontroltheirpower.Sodad

oncetoldmethat.Thereasonwhywearen't

allowedtherebecausehisfatherwasbanished

fromthere.Becausehewashavinganaffairwitha

beast.Sothebeastsaresaidtobethegreatest

enemiesofthewerewolves.Thehatredispassed

fromonegenerationtoanother.AttheOegrate

there'sanAlpha.Heismorelikeaking.Dadisan

Alpha'scousin.Theydon'tgetalong.Butdadand

theAlpha'ssonshaveagreatrelationship.They

evenhelpeddadwhenwegotherewithaplaceto

stay.TheyalsolivehereinGuateng.Theygotothe

Oegratewhenit'snecessary.IjustwishIcanalso

gothereandbewithpeoplelikeme.)

MrKane'sPOV

Somywifehelpedwitheverything.Shecookeda

verynicemealforeveryone.Thewayshewas

handlingeverythingyouwouldswearthebottlewas

giventoher.Thedrivercalledhesaidtheyarenot



farsomywifestarteddishing.Shedishedfor

everyone.ShepouredtheliquidintoLaliglassof

juiceandalsosomeinherfood.Shetoldeveryone

tositdown.Laliwalkedshegreetedeveryone.My

wifeshowedhertheplacetosit.

Me:erhh...I'msogratefulthateveryoneishere.My

wifeandIplannedthisdinner.Asafamilywehave

beenthroughsomuch.Welostpeoplewelovethe

most.Everythingseemedshuttered.Butlookatus

now.Wehavepassedit.Wehavemadepeacewith

everything.That'sbecauseweareUnited.And

alwaysthereforoneanother.LaliIknowbackthan

Iwasn'tagoodfather.ButIwantyoutoknowthatI

loveyouandalwayswill.

Lali:iloveyoudad.ButI'mveryhungry.(she

startedeating.Iwantedtostopherbutitwas

alreadytoolate.Ijusthavetoforgivemyself)

Lali:Mhh...verynice.Imissedfoodmadewithlove

andwarmth.(weallate)



Lali'sPOV

Ididn'trealizethatImissedthemthismuch.We

werealleatingandchatting.Foodwasvery

amazing.Itwasverydelicious.Ifinishedeating.I

wasnowdrinkingmyjuice.Iwonderwhythefood

wasdished.Becauseweusuallydishforourselves.

Maybeit'sbecauseitisafamily.she'sspoilingus.

Whilewestilleating.Istartedtofeeldizzy.A

headachehitmeveryhard.Iheldmyhead.

Zia:Lali?Areyouokay?

Me:(ifaintlysmiled)I'mfine...Ijustfeelabitdizzy.

Letmejustgoandtakeanap.(IstoodupbeforeI

couldevengoifelldownandfainted.)

Narrated

TheytookLalitoherbedroom.MrKaneasked

everyonetostayintheirbedrooms.Theydidas



told.MrOwenwalkedinwiththepapers.Hewas

evenwearinganewsuit.Whiletheywerestill

signing.TheguardstookLali'sbodytohiscar.

Everythingwasfinalized.MrOwendrovetohis

secrethouse.HegotthereandtiedLalibyverybig

andstrongchains.Hetiedherhandsandlegs.

<<Tobecontinued>>

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:10]Lynne:insert23

Continuation

Tony'sPOV

SoZia,Zayn,JaseandIwereinZiabedroom.Since

dadsaidwemustbeinourrooms.Wewereplaying

cards.I'mreallyworriedaboutLali.Ihopeit'snot

somethingserious.IwishIcanjustgoandseeher.



Me:Erhh...guysIwillbeback.

Zia:DadsaidwemuststayInourrooms.

Me:I'mgoingtodrinkwater.

Iwentdownstairs.Dadwassittinginthelounge.

Hewasdrinkingabeer.Wowsomethingseriousis

goingon.Dadusuallydrinksa whiskey.Iwentand

setnexttohim.

Me:Iseverythingalrightdad?

(Hewipedhistears)

Dad:Yeah...emm...whyaren'tyouinyourroom.

Me:Iwantedtodrinksomewater.ThanIsawyou.

HowisLali?

Dad:Er...er..Lali...wetookhertothehospital.

(Icouldseethathewaslying.Butwhywouldhelie)

Me:Isee...what'swrongwithher?

Dad:idon'tknow.ButtomorrowIwillcheckupon



her.

Me:Iwillcomewithyou.

Dad:No...

Me:bu...

(Heraisedbothhishands.Istoodupandwentto

thekitchentodrinkwater.Ithanwentbacktomy

siblings.)

MrOwen'sPOV

ItbeenhourssinceLalihasbeenunconscious.I

wassittingonachairfacingher.Busysmoking

andhavingaglassofScotch.Idon'tknow.I'm

feelingrestlessandscaredatthesametime.I'm

supposedtobehappybuthereIam feelinglikethis.

Ijusthopeeverythingwillgoaccordingly.Idecided

tocallmyson.

Mike:Heypops...howaredoing?



Me:I'mfineIguess.Howareyouguys?

Mike:Wearefine.We'rejustworriedaboutyou.

Me:Don'tbe.Itrustmyself.Everythingwillgo

accordingtoourplan.

Mike:KiaraandIwerethinkingofcomingthereto

helpyou.

Me:Don't...Igotthis.Idefeatedhermother.The

strongestperson.She'snothing.

Mike:pleasedad...besafe.

Me:Don'tworry.Iloveyouguysandwhatever

happensafterthisalwaysknowthatIloveyouall.

YouandKiarahavebeenbymyside.Youguys

supportedme.I'mveryhonoredandgratefulto

haveyouguysasmychildren.

Mike:Butdadwhyareyousayingallofthisthings?

Me:I'mjustsayingmyboy.Lifeisvery

unpredictable.Inwhateveryoudoyouneedtobe

carefulandwise.Allyouguyshavetodonowis

prepareabraaiwhenIcomebackwewillcelebrate

ourvictory.



Mike:okdad.

Me:pleasegiveKiarathephone.

Mike:ok

Kiara:Heydad...iseverythingalrightthere?Dowe

havetocalluncleMondree?

Me:No...Iwillbefinemydear.

Kiara:Momhasbeenfeelingdown.

Me:Maybeshe'scaughtflu.Mydearplease

promisemethatyouwilllookafteryourmother

evenifIdon'tmakeitalive...

Kiara:Pleasedaddon'tspeaklikethat.

(Laliwasnowopeninghereyesandtryingtomove)

Me:Ihavetogomydear.Dadlovesyou.Takecare.

(Idroppedthecall)

Lali'sPOV

Ihadasevereheadache.Myvisionwasabitblurry.



Itriedtomovebutcouldn't.Myvisionwasfinally

clear.Iwastiedwithchains.Iwasn'tabletomove.

Ifeltveryweaktoaninstancemyvoicewasn't

comingout.Icouldn'tevenmoveaninch.Suddenly

thelightswenton.Iclosedmyeyesastheywere

penetratingmyeyes.Iopenedthemagain.Mr

Owenwalkedclosertome.What?...What's

happening?

MrO:HellotoyoutooLali.

Me:W...wh..whata..am.i...doing...here?

MrO:Heredrinkthisyouwillfeelbetter.(Hegave

mewater.Idrankit.Iwasfeelingabitbetter.)

MrO:Ihavebeenwaitingforthismywholelife.I

didn'tknowitwasgoingtobethiseasytocapture

you.WellYourdaddidanamazingjob.

Me:What?Dad?What...whatdidmyfatherdo?

MrO:WhatIcansayis...hebroughtyoustraightto

meinexchangeofmycompanies.

Me:Soyoumanagedtotrickhim.



MrO:Youknowthedayyourmothermademylife

miserable.Ivowedtomakesurethatherchildren

willfeelthesamepainIfelt.Iwasimprisonedinthe

underworld.Allmypowersweretookfrommeand

yourmotherwasresponsible.

Me:Whatdoyouwantfromme?

MrO:Ijustwantyourpowers.Yourpowersmydear

thanIcanletyougo.

(Heisbeingsarcasticbecauseheknowsexactly

thatifhetakesmypowersIwon'tbeabletolive.)

Me:IhopeyouknowthatIwon'tgodownwithouta

fight.Areyoustrongenough?

(Hejustlaughed.Forthefirsttimeinmylifeiwas

thishelpless.Iwastryingtotransformbutthe

chainsweretootight.InthemeanwhileMrOwen

wasbusyburningasteel.Hecameclosertome

withit.Itwasredbecauseoftheheat.Heplacedit

onmythigh.ThepainIwasfeelingwassoextreme.

Ikepttryingtotransformbutnothing.)

Me:No...no...pleasestop...stop...



MrO:Thepainyou'refeelingrightnowisnothing

comparedtothepainthatwasinflictedtomeby

yourpeople.

(Hetookoutaknifefromhispocket.Hestarted

runningallovermybody.Iwasnowbusycryingmy

lungsout.Hestabbedmeonmyarm.Hepoureda

bottleofawhiskeyonthewound)

Me:NO...PLEASENO...JUSTFUCKINGKILLME

ANDTAKETHEFUCKINGPOWERSYOUWANT.

MrO:I'm notdonetorturingyou.

(Hestabbedmeonthestomach.Iwasbleeding

verybad.Ifeltmysoulslowlyleavingmybody.I

wasslowlyrunningoutofbreath.Ipassedout.

WhileIwasstillatitavoiceofawomancame

through.

"I'mverydisappointedinyou.Ithoughtyouwere

strongenough.Isthishowyouwantyourlifeto

end?(Inoddedno)Sowhatareyoudoing?Whyare

younotmakinguseofyourpowers?"



Me:But...buthow?...youcanseeI'munableto

move.

"Fool.Youweretaughtdifferentwaystoprotect

yourselfnotjustbytransforming.Remember

you'retheAdila.Thestrongestcreatureonearth"

Thewomandisappeared.Islowlyopenedmyeyes.

Iwasstillbreathing.)

MrO:oh...you'renotdead.Evenmorefun.(Hewas

busysharpeningaspear.Iclosedmyeyesand

triedtomoveagainnothing.Godisthistheendof

me?.Isthisthereasonyoucreatedme.Todieata

veryyoungage?.Iwascrying.MrOwecame

closerwithhisspear.Justwhenhewasaboutto

finishmewithit.Averyfirmandpowerfulvoice

camedeepdownfrommystomach.)

Me:ÈHER...VUTHSGKERHSYLOIRUBEERK

FEÈCSXAFEBOUĞREYÀVEÁREAŤMAEÌ



WAQŔHOKĽ(Apersonthatgothispowers

rightfully,thathasthebeastialbloodflowinginhis

veinsandaverystrongpersoncandefeattheAdila)

Theroomwasnowspinning.Thelightswenton

andoff.Thewallswherethechainswereattached

wasbreaking.ThistimeItransformedfullyand

brokethechains.Irantohimandthrewpunches

untilhefell.Healsotransformed.Westarted

fighting.Hethrewafewpunchesonme.Iwas

gettingirritated.Ipushedhimforcefullyandhe

fell.Hetransformedbacktohisbody.Thatwashis

biggestmistake.Irantohimandrippedhis

stomach.Itookhisheartandotherorgansand

placedthemnexttohisbody.Ipulledhisheadoff

hisbody.Itransformedback.Iwrotealetter.Iput

everythingalongwiththeletterinaplastic.Itook

hisemptybodyandburntit.Imademywaytohis

house.Anddumpedeverythinginhisyard.Iwas

nowonmywayhome.Theweatherwasverybad.

Itwasrainingandtherewasastorm.Myclothes

werecoveredinblood.Iwaswalkingbarefooton

thestreatandstillbleeding.Iwasevenlimping.I

wasbeyondbeingbroken.JustwhenIthought



everythingisalrightbetweenmydadandIthis

happens.Howcouldhedothistome?.Heclaimed

toloveandcareformeyethesellsmetoamonster.

Justforcompanies.Forfuckingcompanies.While

Iwasstillwalkingsomeoneharshlygrabbedmy

arm.Ilookedathim .

Him:AREYOUFUCKINGCRAZY.IALMOSTHIT

YOUWITHMYCAR.CAN'TYOUSEEWHEREYOU

AREGOING.ANDWHYAREYOUWALKING

AROUNDTHESTREETALLALONEATTHISHOUR.

WHYAREYOURCLOTHESCOVEREDINBLOOD

?HEE?...AREYOUDEAF?(Iwasstilllostinmy

thoughts.Heshookme.That'swhenIrealizedthat

Iwasactuallybleedingverybad.Myvisionbecame

blurryandIpassedout.)

Austin'sPOV

SoIwasbusydrivingwhenIalmosthitthisgirl.

Whowasbusywalkingnotmindingthecarsonthe



street.Herclotheswerecoveredinblood.Iwas

busyshoutingather.Butshedidn'tseemtobe

payinganyattentiononwhatIwassayingtoher.I

shookhersuddenlyshepassedout.Iwentcloserto

herandnoticedthatshewasbleeding.Ipickedher

upandtookhertothehospitalIactuallyown.I

changedtomyworkingclothesthantookhertothe

laboratoryroomsinceshewaswounded.Her

woundisstillfresh.Ilefttheotherdoctorsstill

busywithherbecauseIhadtogohome.Mywifeis

pregnantandshe'sdueinoneofthisdayssoihave

tobewithhereverytimeiget.MywifeandIgot

marriedafewweeksback.Westarteddatingwhen

wewerestillinhighschool.Shehadmiscarriage

twice.Ijusthopethistimearoundourbabywill

makeit.Ihavetolddadaboutthis.Hetoldme

aboutchosenoneshit.Whichiswhatidon't

believein.HesaidIwillonlyhaveababywithmy

chosenonewhichisatotalshit.Noonecan

choosewhoIwanttospendtherestofmylifewith.

MywifeandIdon'tusuallygototheOegrate.Since

she'sanormalperson.Thewerewolvestherecan

feedonher.SoI'm alastbornanddadsaidI'm the



nextAlpha.MeaningwhenhedieIwilltakeover.

I'm notreallyinterestedinallthatshit.Mylife

belongherenotthere.Therearesomanyfamily

businessesthatmybrothersandIaremanaging.I

alsobuiltmyownhospital.SoI'm basicallya

doctorandanownerofthehospital.Iarrived.My

wifewasalreadysleeping.Iwentandtookaquick

shower.Myclotheshadthatlady'sblood.

Itwasnowinthemorning.

Lali'sPOV

Iwaswokenupbythemachinesbeeping.Anurse

camein.Itriedtositupstraight.

Nurse:Easy...you'regoingtohurtyourself.

(Iwasfeelingabitpainonmystomach.Thatold

ragdidanumberonme.)

Nurse:Howareyoufeeling?



(Ijustshruggedmyshoulders)

Nurse:Okay...erhmm...thepoliceareontheirway.

Me:What?

Nurse:Yes...youwerestabbedtodeath.It'sacase.

Youwillhavetogiveyourstatementtothem.

Me:Idon'twanttotalktoanypolice.(Islowly

stoodup)

Nurse:Sitdownplease.You'regoingtohurt

yourself.You'regoingtogetmeintotrouble.

Me:Ineedtogo...andpleasedon'ttrytostopme.

Nurse:Youcan'tgolikethis.Youhaven'thealed

completely.

Me:I'msureIcan.

Nurse:okayputthisonatleast.

(HehandedmeaMale'stracksuits.)

Me:Ermm...canIuseyourphone?

Nurse:Sure.(IdialedTony'snumberandcalledhim

.Iaskedwhichhospitalisthisfromthenurseand



toldTony.Inlessthananhourhewashere.We

wenttothecarthandroveoff.I'mgladTonywasn't

askingmeanyquestionsbecauseI'mreallynotin

themood.Wegothome.Everyonewasbusy

havingbreakfast.Dadandhiswife'seyeswidened.

Itliketheywereseeingaghost.Myeyeswerenow

filledwithtears.)

Dad:Lali?But?whatareyoudoinghere?...Imean

howcomeyou'rehere.

Me:MrKanecanIpleasespeaktoyouPrivatelyin

yourstudy.

Zayn:Laliwhat'swiththeformality?

Me:Notnowplease.

(Dadfollowedmetohisstudy.HegotinandI

lockedthedoor.Ibrokedownintocrying.Hecame

closetotryandcomfortme.Ipushedhimsohard

thatheevenfell.)

Me:Why?Why?Dad...whywouldyouhurtmelike



this.Ialmostdiedbecauseofyou.Youfirstkilled

mymother.Youdeprivedmeamother'slove.

Dad:Ididn'tkillyourmother.

(Iwasextremelyangry.Thelightswentonandoff.

Itwaswindythatthepapersstartedtoflyaround)

Dad:Lali...what'sgoingonmydear.

Me:Don'tevercallmethat.Whyareyoudenying

thatyoukilledmymother.Why?(Everythingwent

backtonormal.Iwascrying)

Iknowthanyoukeptmymotherahostagefor

fucking17years.YouteamedupwithMrOwen.

Soyouwereplanningtodothesamethingwithme.

Butwhydad.Whatdidweeverdotoyouhee.

Dad:itwasn't...

Me:Pleasedon'tlieandsayitwasn'tyourintention.

Iknowthatafteryoufoundoutthatmomisactually

abeastyoudecidetotreatherlikeaprisoner.Ialso

knowthatyouacceptedmebecauseyouthoughtI

amdifferentfrommymotherbutI'mnot.

Dad:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?



(Itransformedbutnotfully)

Dad:OHHSHIT...WHATISTHIS?

(Iwentbacktonormal.Hewassweating)

Me:exactlyI'mlikemymother.Andyouwillnottell

anyoneaboutthis.Notevenyourwife.Youknow

Iwassupposedtokillyoulongtimeagofor

murderingmymother.ButIdidn'tbecauseIlove

you.You'remyfathersoIwouldneverdo

somethingtohurtyou.Butaftertodayyou'redead

tome.You'renolongermyfatherandI'm no

longeryourdaughter.Fromnowoniwon'tbother

youwithanything.Iwillalsoleaveyourhouse.

Dad:Lali...LaliI'mverysorrymydaughter.

Me:Don'tevercallmeyourdaughter.You

pretendedtocareandloveme.Iwantnothingtodo

withyou.

(Ilefthimthere.Iwenttomybedroomandpacked

allmyclothes.IcalledMattocomeandfetchme.

Shecameandwewenttoherhome.IwishIcould

tellallmysiblingsthetruth.Theywereveryhurt

whenIleftespeciallyTony.Sowedrovein.She



showedmetheroomIwillbeusing.Ijustwent

straighttobed.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:10]Lynne: insert24

Notedited

Mat'sPOV

Laliseemedveryshutteredandbroken.Iwonder

whathappenedtoher.WhenIlastsawhershewas

veryhappytogohome.Butnow.Thesadpartis

onourwayhere.Shedidn'twanttotalktome.She

wasjuststaringoutsidethewindow.Itwasnow

timeforsuper.IwenttotheroomLaliwassleeping

in.Shewasdeepasleep.Itouchedherstomach

andshookheralittle.Shejumpedinpain.

Me:I'msorryareyoualright?



Lali:Ehm...yeah...don'tworryaboutme.

(Herstomachwasbleeding)

Me:Laliareyouokay?

Lali:Yeah...Ijustneedtochangethisbandage.

Me:I'mverysorryIdidn'tknowyouhadawound

Lali:(shesmiledfaintlyandheldmyhand)It'sokay.

Me:OkayIwillbebackshortly.(Iwentandtookthe

firstaidkit.)NowlaywithyourbacksoIcanhelp

you.

Lali:Thanksheybuticandoitmyself.

Me:Lali...please...iinsist.

(Sheraisedherhands.Iputontheglovesand

startedcleaningherwound.Shekepthereyes

closed.Ica imaginethepainsheisfeelingright

now.AfterIwasdoneIcovereditwithafresh

bandage.)

Me:Done.

Lali:Thanksverymuch.



Me:Ok...Iwillbringyousomethingtoeatokay?

Lali:I'm nothungryexactly...butthankyou.

Me:nothappening.Youneedtoeatsoyoucan

takethepillforpains.

(IwentdownstairsandwarmedthefoodforLali

andI.DadflewtoCapetownyesterday.I'mglad

Laliishereorelseboredomwouldhavekilledme.I

broughtfood.)

Lali:Thanks.

Me:Youdon'tneedtothankmeforeverythingLali.

You'relikeasistertome.

(Shejustsmiled.She'sverycute)

Lali:Canyoupleasechargemyphoneforme.

Me:Sure.

(Ichargedit.Wethanstartedeatingoveralight

conversation.)

Lali'sPOV



I'moneluckygirlintheworld.Tohaveafriendlike

Mat.Imeanwejustkneweachotherforfewweeks.

Butitfeelslikewegrewuptogether.She'stakinga

goodcareofme.ItookthepillshegavemeafterI

finishedeating.AndIwasfeelingabitbetter.She

helpedstandup.Iwenttothetoiletandurinated.I

washedmyhands.Ilookedmyselfatthemirror.

Suddenlyawomanappearsonit.Ilookedbackbut

shewasonlyvisibleonthemirror.

"I'mveryproudofyoumydear.Youdefeatedthat

monster.I'msorrythatyouhadtoendurethatpain

beforefinallydefeatinghim"

Me:whoareyou?

(Shesmiled.Shewasverybeautiful)

"Ican'ttellyouthat.Butalwaysknowthat

whateveryoudoI'malwaysbyyourside.Here

drinkthis.Itwillstopallthebleedingandmakeyou



feelbetter.Youwillonlybeleftwithscars."

(Islowlydrankit.Itwasverybitter.AfterIfinished

itIdrankalotofwater)

"Good.Takecaredear.OhhbeforeIforget.Iknow

yourdadisnotperfectandhashurtyousomuch.

Butdoinyourheartfindaplacetoforgivehim.He

needsyou.Yourfamilyneedsyoubythem.Alotis

stillgoingtohappentothatfamily.Andyouneedto

betheretoprotectthemandmakesuretheyare

safe.Especiallyyourfather.Helovesyoudear.He

lovesyousomuch."

Me:Ialsothoughtthathelovedme.Buthehas

proventhatIwasjustfoolingmyself.Ihatehim.I

hatehimwithallIgot.

"LaliIthinkyoushouldputyourhatredasideand

talktoyourdad.Youmustgivehimachanceto



explainwhatreallyhappenedonthatdayandwhy

hegaveyouawaytothatmonster."

Me:Iwantnothingtodowiththatman.

"Lalihatredcanbeyourdownfall.Sopleaseavoid

it.Thereareseriousproblemsyouneedtodeal

with."

Mat:Lali...Laliareyouokayinthere...whoareyou

talkingto?

Me:Erhmm...I'm coming.Ihavetogonow.

"Takecare.Pleasetalktoyourfather."

(Shedissapeared.Iwentoutofthebathroom.I

wasn'tlimpinganymore.Itouchedmystomach



andthepainwasgone.ItwaslikeIwashurtalong

timeago.)

Mat:Andthan?Yougotintothebathroomlimping

andstruggling.Nowyoucomingbacklookingall

fresh.

(shelaughed.Strange.Whyisn'tshefreakedout.

IfitwasNomhleshewouldhavecreatedasin.I'm

surethewholeneighborhoodwouldhaveheard.)

Mat:Anywaysinceyou'refeelingbetterlet'sgoto

theTVroomandwatchamovie.

Me:Sure.

Tony'sPOV

I'mveryworriedaboutLali.Iwonderwhatdaddid

thatmadeLalitoleave.Shedidn'teventellme

anything.Whathappenedmusthavereallyhurted

her.IhaveneverseenLalithatbroken.She'sa

verystronggirl.Shedoesn'tshowheremotions.



Butthistimearoundsheshowedeveryonethat

she'sveryhurt.Ijusthopewhereversheis.She's

safe.Hereyeswasfilledwithangerandpain.I

wishIcanjusttakeallthepainshe'sfeelingand

endureit.Whileiwasstilllostinmythoughtsacall

fromAddisoncamethrough.Iignoredit.Shecalled

again.

Me:Hey.

Add:(Shewascryingandscreaming)T...TonyI'm

veryscared...The...theywer...werehere...

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Add:pleasecomeandgetme...I'm veryscared.

(Idrovetoherplace.Shewascurleddown

huggingherlegsandcrying.Isetnexttoher.)

Me:Hey...stopcrying...I'mherenow.

Add:Thankyouforcoming.(Shehuggedmeso

tight)



Me:Sowhathappened?

Add:Ithinkthepeoplethatkilledmysisterareafter

me.

Me:(Ilaughedalittle)What?

Add:Yestheywerehere...theythreatenedtokillme.

Me:Really?

Add:Tony...Ican't...Ican'tanymore.CanIstayat

yourhouseforacoupleofdays?

Me:Surethere'snoproblem.Goandtakeyourand

toiletries.

(Shewentupstairs.Whomusthavebeenhere.I

lookedeverywhereandtriedtosniffeverythingbut

nothing.Ihopeshe'snotlying.Butshelookedso

scaredandshe'snotthattypeofagirlwholied.She

camebackwedrovebackhome.Everyonewas

havingsuper.Itwasverytense.Noonewastalking.

Iclearedmythroat)

Me:Erhm...dad...thisisCarol'ssister.Doyou

rememberthedaywesaidweweregoingtoa



funeral?(Hewasn'tevenpayingattentiontome)so

she'sthedeceasedsister.

Mom:There'sabsolutelynoproblemmyson.She

canstayhereaslongasshewant.

Add:ThankyouverymuchMrsKane.

Mom:CallmeMomplease.(wealllookedather.

WhymomisthisnicetoAddison.ShehateLaliyet

she'sveryfondofastranger.)Comesitnexttome

andhavesomethingtoeat.

(Shewentandsetdown.Isetdowntooand

startedeating.SinceLalileftIhavetryingtocall

herbutherphoneisswitchedoff.Itriedtocallher

again.Stillnothing.Iwasstartingtogetworried

now.)

Mom:Whoareyoucalling?

Me:Lali.

Mom:Ohhpleasecanwejusteatinpeace.Can

everyonestopmentioninghername.Shedecided

toleave.Wedidn'tkickherout.



(Dadstoodupandwenttohisstudy.Hehada

glassofwhiskeyonhishand.Helookssobroke.

WhateverLalisaidtohimmusthavegottentohim

sohard.)

Kayla'sPOV

Sowhenmomwasgoingoutwithhercar.She

noticedablackplasticbaginouryard.Shecalled

us.Mikeopeneditandwhatwasinthereit's

somethingIcan'tevenexplaininwordstherewas

alsoaletterwritten.

"Iwarnedhim.Buthedidn'tlisten.IpityMrsOwen

.Becausesheknowsnothingaboutwhatyouguys

andyourdadwerebusydoingbehindherback.I

dareoneofyoutoreportmetothepolice.Iwillcut

offallofyourheads.AndImeanit.Noone

messeswithmeandlivestotellatale.



Yourssincerely

THEADILA

Momcollapsedatthesametime.Wecalleda

doctor.Theydidcheckupsonherandgaveherfew

medication.Shewokeup.Wetriedtospeaktoher

butshewasn'tresponding.Sowedecidedtotake

hertothehospital.Theysaidshejustexperienced

abrainshock.Everythingismessedup.Inever

thoughtthatgirlwouldbethereasonforourloss.

Sheseemedweak.Wedrovebackhome.I'm

beyondbeingbroken.Dadwaseverythingtous.

Wedideverythingtogether.Helovedandcaredfor

us.Wearewhatwearetodaybecauseofhim.I

promiseIwon'trestuntilIwipeoutalltheKane

family.Iwon'tevenleaveadog.Sowearrived

homeandItookmomtoherbedroom.Iaskedthe

helpertobringherfood.Iwenttodad'soffice.Mike

wassittingtherecryinglikeababy.Hewas

drinkingdad'sScotch.



Mike:NOOOOO(hethrewtheglassonthewallandit

broke)Why?WHYDAD?WHYLALI?

(Iwasnowcryingtoo)

Me:Iknowithurtssomuch.Butpleasebestrong

formomandI.Pleasestaystrong.Ourgoalnowis

tokilleverymemberoftheKanefamily.Wewill

makethemfeelthepainwe'refeelingrightnow.

Mike:She'ssoheartless.Whokillsapersonthan

sendtheorgansandheadofthatpersontohis

house.Whodoesthat?

(Ihuggedhim)

Me:Weneedtofindjusticefordead.Hisdeath

cannotgointovein.Weneedtofightthatwitch.

Addison'sPOV

SoI'mfinallyinsidetheMightyKanehousehold.I

mustsayit'sverybreathtaking.Theinteriorand

exteriordesign.Everythingisonpoint.MrsKane

seemstobefondofme.That'sgreat.Ineedto



gaineveryone'strust.SowhenIfinallyputmyplan

intoactionnoonewillsuspectme.IliedtoTony

aboutthosepeople.I'mgladhebelievedme.So

ZiashowedmethebedroomIwillbeusing.It's

verybeautiful.AnywaysTonywalkedin.

Tony:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Add:Better...

Tony:okay...goodnight.Iwasjustcheckingupon

you.

Add:Thanks.

(Hewentclosertomeandplacedhishandsaround

mywaist.Hekissedme.Thekisswasvery

passionateandslow.Istoppedhim)

Me:GoodnightTony.(Hecontinuedtokissme.)I'm

reallytiredIneedtosleep.(Hestopped)

Tony:Okay...bye.

(Hewentout.Ilockedthedoor.Wheew)



Austin'sPOV

SoIwassittingwithmywife.WewerewatchingTV

.Sheseemedverydown.Thisbabyisreally

drainingher.Shelookssoprettywithherbigbump

though.

Her:Sowhathappenedtothegirlyoutoldmeabout?

Me:WhenIwenttocheckuponher.Thenurses

saidshewenthome.

Her:Buthowcantheyallowahurtpersontogo.

Me:That'swhatIwasaskingthem.

Her:Ijusthopeshe'sfine.whereversheis.

Me:yeahhey...Iwonderwhatshewasdoingonthe

streetinthemiddleofthenight.Sheevenrefused

tospeaktothepoliceofficers.

Her:That'sstrange.Whywouldn'tshe.Whereas

shewasstabbedtodeath.There'ssomethingmore

aboutthisgirl.AnywaysI'mfeelingsleepynow.



Goodnight.

(Shestoodup.Whenshewasstillwalkingsheheld

herstomach.Iwenttoher)

Me:Areyouokay?

Her:Yeah...justaminorpain.

Me:SitdownandIwillbringmykitandcheckyou

up.

Her:Babe...don'tworry.Itwillgoaway.Don't

overreact.

Me:NoI'mcheckingyou.Wecannottakechances

thistime.

Her:Okaytomorrowatleast.I'mverytiredIneedto

rest.

Me:Okay...tomorrowmorningbeforeIleavefor

workIwillcheckyouup.

Her:Yeahyeah...canIgonow.

(Ipickedherupbridalstyle.Iplacedheronthebed

.Andstartedtokissher.Iwentbetweenherlegs.)

Me:Iloveyousomuch.



Her:Iloveyoutoo.

Me:Thankyouforbeingmine.

(Shesmiled.Ilayednexttoher.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

Willtrytopostagaintomorrow.
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Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupandthantookabath.Ikeptthinking

aboutwhatthatladysaid.IthinkIshouldreallytalk

todad.Ineedtohearhim.Beingangryathim

won'tchangeanything.Afterallheismyfather.

WithallhisflawsIstillloveandcareforhim.Imay

notjustdoitforhim.Butmysiblingsalsoneedme.

Ican'taffordtoloseanyoneofthem.Iwillgoand

seedadtoday.AfterthatIwilldecideifIwanthim



backtomylifeornot.SoIwentdownstairsMat

wasbusymakingbreakfast.

Me:Heydear.

Mat:Heyhowareyou?

Me:I'mfine.

Mat:Here(shegavemeaplacethathastoasted

bread,anegg,beaconandasausage)

Me:MyGod...areyoutryingtoruinmywaist

(Shelaughed.She'ssuchasweetgirl.Westarted

eating.Ifinishedthanhelpedherwiththedishes)

Me:Erhm Mat...Iwasthinkingofgoingtoseemy

dad.There'ssomethingimportantIneedtodiscuss

withhim.

Mat:Sure...Iwilldropyouoff.Whenyoucomeback

pleasetellmewhathappened?Ireallycareabout

you.

(Isighed)

Me:okay.



(Shedrovemehome.WhenI'mdoneschoolingI

needtolearnhowtodrivehey.Wearrived)

Mat:Callmewhenyou'redonesoIcancomeand

fetchyou.

Me:okthanks.

(Wehugged.Itookadeepbreaththanwentin.

Theywerebusyhavingbreakfast.Therewasalsoa

girlsittingnexttoMrsKane.Shelookedalittlelike

Carol.)

Dad:Lali.

Me:Goodmorningeveryone.DadcanI...

Dad:LaliIhavesomethingtotellyou.Pleasefollow

me.

(Hestoodupandmadehiswaytohisstudy.I

followedhim)

Dad:Erm...Ithinkit'sabouttimeItellyouthewhole

truth.Whatreallycausedmetokeepyourmother

asaprisoner.SoLaliwhenshewasgivingbirthto

you.Iwasalsointhewardwithher.Iwasholding



herhand.Shetriedtopushforlike5hoursandyou

werestillnotcomingout.Suddenlytheroom

becamedark.Westartedhearingstrangevoices.

Theroom filledwithwind.Isawyourmother

changingintosomethingican'texplaininwords .

Afterthatweheardababycry.Everythingwent

backtonormalandyourmothertoo.Iwasso

scaredileftherthereandwenttocooloffmyhead.

IwenttoTony'smomplace.Itoldhereverything.

Shesaidyourmotherisaveryharmfulcreature.

Shefeedsonhuman.Shealsosaidthereare

possibilitiesthatyou'realsolikeher.SothatdayI

injectedherwithadrugthatmadeherunconscious.

Ithantookhertoacage.Untillastyear.ImetMr

Oweninsomebusinessfunction.Westarted

callingoneanother.Toapointwherehefoundout

aboutyourmom.Hesaidhecankillherformeand

alsoclaimbackthepowersshestolefromhim.He

wasalsogoingtopaymeverywell.

Me:Wowsoyouwerewillingtokillthepersonyou

lovedformoney?Butdadwhy?You'rerichyetyou

wantmoremoney.



Him:Lalidear...Iwasstillblindedbythefactthat

she'sharmful.SoMrOwenknewthatsecret.He

useditagainstme.HesaidifIdon'tgivehimyou.

Hewillharmmyfamilyandalsotellyouthetruth.

Me:Butdad...Itriedtoreachforyou.Itriedseveral

timestotalktoyoubutyoukeptignoringme.I

knewthetruth.Ikneweverything.

Him:Laliatthattime.Iwasn'tabletofaceyou.I

couldn'tevenfaceyou.ButbabyIwantyouto

knowthatIloveandcareforyoutruthfully.Ialso

promisethatIwillneverhideanythingfromyou.

Me:SosinceyounowknowthatI'm exactlylike

mymother.ActuallyI'mwaypowerfulthanher.Are

yougoingtokeepmehostage?

Him:No...Lalimydear.Iwillneverrepeatthesame

mistakeIdidwithyourmom.Iwillsupportyoumy

dearineverythingyoudo.Butplacewhenyoudo

findtime.Teachmemoreaboutwhatyouexactly

are.Okay?

(Ijustnodded)

Him:Iwon'tpressureyoutoforgiveme.ButLali



pleasecomebackhome.Pleasewemissyou.

Me:Iwill...butnotnow.WhenIhavecooleddown.

Dadcanwekeepthisasecret.Peoplemustnot

knowwhatIam.

Him:okaydon'tworrydearyoursecretissafewith

me.AndLalidearyoucantakeyourtimedear.As

longasyouwillcomeback.Thankyouforhearing

meout.IknowI'm notabestdad.Butplease

forgivemedear.

Lali:Ihavetogonow.

Him:bye.

(Heattemptedtohugme.Ijustwentout.)

Me:OhhbeforeIleave.Who'sthatgirl?

Him:AskTony.

(Iwentdownstairs.)

Me:Erhmm...I'mgoingnow.Takecareguys.

Zia:Lali...whenareyoucomingbackhome?

Me:Soon(Iwaslookingstraighttothatgirl.There's

somethingabouther.Shehassomehiddenagenda.



Somethingunsettlingabouther.Butshe'snota

threat.)

Me:AndZiawhoisshe?

Zia:Carol'syoungersister.

Me:owhh...hey...howareyou?

(Iwenttoherandhuggedher.Herheartwas

beatingveryfast.Ilookedintohereyes.Hereyes

arefullofhatred.Ineedtocomebackhomesoon.

Ican'tfailhertoo.Shereallyneedtochangeher

wayofthinkingorshecanendupdead.)

Her:I'm tryingtocopewithoutCarol...it'sreally

difficult.

Me:Iknowhey...anywaybyeeveryone.

(ItextedMattocomeandfetchme.WhileIwas

stillwaitingforherTonycametome.Hehugged

me.Heissokindtowardsme)

Tony:Howareyou?

Me:I'm finehey.

Tony:Don'tlietomeLali...Iknowyoumorethan



anyone.Howareyoufeeling.

Me:Tobehonest.I'mnotfine.

Tony:Caretoshare.

Me:Iwillbutnotnow.IwilltellyouwhenIhave

finallyhealedemotionally.

Tony:okay..

(Matparkedinfrontofus.)

Me:byeTony.

Tony:bye.

(WedrovebacktoMat'shouse.Shemadepopcorn

andtookabottleofwineandtwoglasses.Wewent

totheTVroom.)

Mat:It'sabouttimeweknoweachothermore.Iwill

beveryhonesttoyouandIhopeyouwilltoo.

Me:Sure.

Mat:SoLalidoyourememberbackinschoolwhen

yousaidI'malwaysnotinbedatthemiddleofthe



night?

Me:yesidoandyousaidyou'regoingtotellme

whenIvisityou.

Mat:Yes.SoLalipleasedon'tpanicaboutwhatI'm

abouttotellyou.

Me:Okaaay.

Mat:Lali...I'm awerewolf.Sowhenthemoon

appearsIchangeintoawolf.Idon'tknowhowto

controlthatbecauseIwasnevertaughtto.I

sometimesunabletocontrolmyanger.Isometimes

justchangewithoutmeevenrealizing.

Me:Butisthereanywhereyoucangethelp?

Mat:Yes...there'saplacecalledOegrate.Whereall

thewerewolveslive.Butdadsaidwearenot

allowedtheresincehisfatherdatedabeast.

(Myheartbitincreasedalittle)

Me:B...butwhat'swrongwithdatingabeast.

Mat:Beastsarethegreatestenemiesof

werewolves.Theyhateoneanother.



Me:Butwhy?

Mat:Itahatredpassedfromonegenerationto

another.I'msureaswearespeakingthe

werewolvesarebusyplottingawarwiththebeasts.

Ihavealsoheardthatthebeastshavenowbecame

veryvulnerablesincetheirleadersdied.Theyare

hopingfortheAdilatocomeandsavethem.The

werewolveswantstoinvadetheirplace.

Me:ButMathowdoyouknowallthis?

Mat:YouseeLali.Ihavedoneresearchin

everything.IknoweverythingaboutVampires,

beastsandotherthings.Ihavereadsomany

booksexplainingabouttheirwayoflivingandhow

theyprotectthemselves.

Me:Yousaidthere'saplaceyouknow.Wherethe

beastslive?

Mat:Yesandit'scalledDrugiomin.Ihave

searchedforitandtheconditionofitisverybad.I

justhopesomedaytheirAdilacancomeandsave

them.

Me:Soyoudon'thatebeasts?



Mat:Whatnever...Idon't.Ihatewerewolves.I

knowitmaysoundstrangebutIdotrustme.

They'reselfishandevil.TheysaidformydadandI

tocomebackandliveintheOegrate.Wemust

comewithanalivebeasttobekilledoravampire.

Thatwaywecanproveourinnocenceand

determinationtobecomeoneofthem.Imeanwhy

can'ttheyjustforgetabouthappenedyearsback

beforeIwasevenborn.Ialsowanttogotothe

OegrateandlearnmoreaboutwhatIam.Idoread

booksbutIcan'ttrainusingthem.Ihavesaidalot

now.It'syourturn.

(Ijustdon'tknowifIshouldtellherthetruthornot.

IfeelIikeIcantrusther.AttheendofthedayI

alsohavetospeaktosomeoneaboutthis.

Someonewhowillunderstandbecausehasthe

almostsimilarthing.)

Mat:LaliIknowthatyou'renotnormal.It'sjustthat

I'mnotsurewhatyouexactlyare?.SoIwould

reallyappreciateitifyoucouldbehonestwithme.

Dearyoucantrustme.

Me:erhmm...whatI'mabouttotellyou.Please



don'ttellanyone.Notevenyourdad.

Mat:TrustmeIwon't.Iwouldnever.Evenifagun

ispointedatmeIwon't.Ipromiseyou.

Me:I'mabeast.

Mat:Okaaay.

Me:Notjustabeast.I'mtheAdila.I'mwhat

everyoneisafter.Everycreatureonearthwantsto

killmeandtakeallmypowers.

Mat:Wow...Lali.You'reverypowerfulandnoone.I

meannoonecaneverdefeatyou.I'msoluckyto

haveafriendlikeyouLali.

Me:Aren'tyoufreakedoutaboutthewholething.

Mat:No...iknowthatyoumeangood.Youhave

goodintentions.Ijusthopesomedayyouwouldgo

andhelpyourpeople.Theyneedyoumorethan

theyeverdid.

Me:Ididn'tknowallthathey...I'mjustgladthat

theyarepeoplelikemeoutthere.ButIcan'tjustgo

tothemnow.Ineedtoatleastfinishschool.

Mat:Iknow.Sowhathappenedtoyouthedayyou



calledme.

(Itoldhereverythingthathappened.Fromtheday

Iwasborntillnow.)

Me:Soifyouwereinmyshoeswhatwouldyou

havedone?.Forgiveyourdadandpretendlike

nothinghappened.Orholdagrudge?

Mat:IknowLaliyourdadhashurtyousomuch.

Buthe'sstillyourdad.Iwouldgladlyforgivemydad.

LalitherewasatimeinmylifealsowhereIhated

that.Ihatedhimfornotallowingmetogotothe

Oegrate.Atthattimeitwasverydifficultforme.I

wouldstayasawolffordays.Iblamedhimfor

beingselfish.Butwhenhetoldmethewholetruth.

Iforgivehimandunderstandthesituation.I'mnot

forcingyoutoforgivehim.Butpleasedoconsider

forgivinghim.Becauselateronyouwillregret

everythingwhenhe'snolongeralive.

Me:Igetyou.IthinkIhaveforgivenhim.ButI

don'tthinkIwillstilltrusthimlikeIdidbefore.

Mat:Littlebylittleyourrelationshipwilleventually

improve.



Me:Youarethebesthey...you'redifferentfrommy

otherfriendNomhle.Shewouldhavesaid.Leave

hisfuckingassandnevercomeback.Imissher

though.

MrsKane'sPOV

IlikethisAddisongirl.Iknowthatshe'sdating

Tony.SheisthekindofgirlIwantTonytodate.SoI

wasgettingreadytoseethebitchwhohavebeen

keepingmyhusbandawayfromme.Ihaveher

addresssoeverythingwillbeeasy.Idrovetoher

place.Iparkedmycaroutsideandaskedthe

guardstoletmein.IsaidI'manoldfriendofhers.I

knockedanoldcleaningopenandassembledmeto

her.Shewashavingsnacks.Ilookedather

stomach.Shehadalittlebump.Iheldmychest.

Tearswerethreateningtocomeout.ShitfuckKane

...whathavehedone.

Her:HellohowcanIhelpyou?



Me:ermm...I...I'm...

(Wordswerefailingme.Ijustdidn'tknowwhatto

saytoher.Iwasstillsurprisedaboutthefactthat

shemightbepregnant.)

Her:Areyougoingtosaysomethingoryoujust

goingtostandtherelikeastatue.

(she'srude)

Me:Ermm...I'm MrsKane.

Her:Ohh...soyou'rearethewifethatiskeepingour

manawayfromme.

Me:Excuseme?

Her:Yes...Ifmaybeyoucameheretothreatenme

toleaveMrkane.Forgetitdear.I'mnotgoing

anywhere.I'mheretostay.

Me:Listenhere.Iknowyou'rerunningawayfrom

yourexhusband.Ifyoudon'tleavehimIwilltell

himthewholetruth.

Her:Iwannaseeyoutry.Let'sseewhohe'sgoing

tobelieve.Thepersonwhoiscarryinghissonor

thepersonthatmiscarriedandalsocheated.



Me:Don'teverspeakofmydeadchildrenlikethat

bitch.

Her:KaylamynameisKayladear.AndIthinkit's

timetoleave.Guardspleasetakeheroutofmy

houseandneverallowherinsideeveragain.

Me:Iwillkillyoubitch.

(theguardscameanddraggedmeoutside.She's

veryrude.Iunderstatedher.Shedoesn'tknowwho

she'sdealingwith.Iwillteachheralessonshewill

neverforget.)

Kayla'sPOV

Iwasn'tevenshookbyherthreats.I'mnotscaredof

her.IthinkitabouttimeitellMrkanethatI'm

pregnant.Icalledhisnumber.

Him:Heylove...howareyou?

Me:I'mgood.CanIseeyounow.

Him:erhmm...no...Iwillcomebyyourplace



tomorrow.

Me:It'sveryimportant.

Him:okay...I'mcoming.

(Afterwhatfeltlikehourshearrived.Ihad

preparedadinnerforus.Hecametomeandkissed

mychick.)

Him:Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:wellandyou?

Him:Ibetternottellyou.

Me:SoIhaveagiftforyou.

Him:okay.

(Itookhimbyhishandtomybedroom.Ishowed

himthepregnancytestItookthreeweeksago.)

Him:MyGodbabes...wegoingtohaveababy.(he

pickedmeup.Ithoughthewasgoingtobeangry

thatIonlytoldhimnow.Ihaveneverseenhimthis

happybefore.)



Him:IloveIloveIlove.

(Hekeptrepeating)

Me:iloveyoutoobabe.

Him:Tomorrowyou'removinginwithme.That's

notupfordiscussion.

Me:idon'tthinkyourwifewillbehappy.

Him:idon'tcare.It'smyhouseafterall.Youmake

sureyoupackeverythingMrskanetobe.

Me:Really.

Him:IloveyouandIwanttospendtherestofmy

lifewithyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Austin'sPOV

SoIreceivedacallfrombybrother.HeisinDubai.

Hesaidthereissomeonetryingtoruinhisbusiness.

SolateronI'mflyingtoDubai.Hesaidheisa



vampire.Ialwayshatedvampires.Theythink

they'rebetterthanothercreatures.Sowewillsort

himout.Heisnothingcomparedtous.

Me:Pleasetakegoodcareofhermom.Callme

whenthere'ssomethingwrong.

Mom:Don'tworry.YouknowItakeherasmyown

daughter.Ilovehersomuch.SoIwouldn'tmind

lookingafter.Itwouldbeawayofthankingherfor

takinggoodcareofyou.

Me:Thankyouverymuchmom.

(Iwenttomywfe)

Her:Soyou'rereallygoing.WhereasyouknowI

cangivebirthevennow.

Me:Babemyishere.Don'tworry.Mybrother

needsme.

Her:okay...bye.Rememberifsomethinggoes

wrongwhilegivingbirth.Iwillblameyoutherestof

mylife.



Me:Youseenowbabe.You'remakingithardforme

toleave.okayit'sfineIwon'tgo.Theycankillmy

brotherit'sfine.

Her:What?Whowillkillhim?What'sgoingon

Austin.

Me:MybrotherneedsmethatallIcantellyou.

Her:Ididn'tknowitwasthatserious.I'm sorry

babe.PleasegoandhelphimIwillbefine.

Me:thankyou.Iloveyou.

Her:Iloveyoutoo.

(Ikissedherandherstomach)

Me:Byemylittlechampion.

(IknowmyflightislaterbutIwillfirstgotothe

officeandhospitaltomakesureeverythingis

accordingly.)

Kiara'sPOV



Wecremateddad'sbody.Itwasjustfamily

membersonly.SoIwaswithmybrotherinhis

office.

Me:Howareyouholdingup?

(Hejustshruggedhisshoulders)

Me:Okay...what'stheplan.

Him:WewilluseherstupidfriendNomhletogetto

her.

Me:Isee...

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Notedited

Austin'swifePOV



I'mtryingtosleepbutthepainsaretoobad.Ikeep

tossingandturning.Iwokeupandwenttothe

kitchentodrinksomewater.Itookoutabottleof

waterfromthefridgeandpouredinaglass.I

starteddrinking.IfinishedIwasnowhalfwaythe

steps.Ifeltmyselfwetandmyclothestoo.I

touchedmyselfitwasblood.Iscreamed.

Me:Mooom!mom!...Guards.

(Shecamerunning)

Mom:What'swrongdear?(shelookedatme)Blood?

Whathappened?

(Ikneltdownbecauseabdominalpainswerevery

extreme.Momwentandcalledtheguardstohelp

carrymetothecar.Wewerenowonourwaytothe

hospital)

Me:Momwhatifmybabydoesn'tmakeit?

Mom:Don'tworrymybaby...nothingiswrongwith

thebaby.Thingslikethishappens.

(Thepainwasnotdoinganyjustice.Wegotinto



thehospital.Theytookmetomyward.Theystarted

checkingmeup)

Doc:SoMemwhendidthepainsstart?

Me:ithasbeenaweeknow.

Doc:Andyoudidn'tbotherinformingame

(SothisisDoctorTompson.Heismydoctoralong

withmyhusband.)

Me:Thepainsweren'tthatserious.Theywouldgo

awayaftersometime.

Doc:Sowhendidyoustartbleeding

Me:Doctorcanyoustopwithallthequestions.Can

Ijustgivebirthnow...Ican'tanymore.

Doc:Okaymem.

Austin'smomPOV

Itwasnowinthemorning.Ihaven'tslept.Ihave



beensittingherewaitingforadoctortocomeout.I

wasstartingtoworry.IdecidedtocallAustin.

Me:Hellomyson...howarethingsthere?

Him:Fine...IthinkIwillflytomorrowmorning.How

ismywifedoing?

Me:Thedoctorsarestillbusywithher.

Him:Herwaterbroke?

Me:No...shewasbleedingandhadpains.

Him:Butmomwhydidn'tyoutellme.I'mflying

backnow.

Me:Nomyson...nothingwillhappen.I'mhereto

takecareofher.

Him:No...I'mcoming.

(Hedroppedthecall.WhileIwasprayingIwas

disturbedbythedoctor)

Doc:Sorrytointerruptyou.

Me:Howismydaughter?



Doc:Erhm...rmm...mem...I'mverysorrywewere

notabletosavethem.Whenshecameherethe

babywasalreadydead.Asshehadanectopic

pregnancywecouldn'tsaveher.Herorganswere

damagedwhichiswhyshebeenhavingpainsand

alsowhyshewasbleeding.I'mverysorry.

(Ifeltmyheartbrake.Tearsfilledmyeyes.Icried.

WhatamIgoingtosaytoAustin.Oh.Austinifyou

justtoldherthetruthmaybeshewouldstillbealive

.Mysonisverystubborn.Hewastoldthathecan

onlyhaveachildwithhischosenone.Looknow

whathappened.Aninnocentgirl'slifehasbeen

taken.Shewassosweet,respectfulandalso

kindhearted.HowIwishshewasAustin'schosen

one.Whatarewegoingtosaytoherfamily.Iwent

tothecaranddrovestraighthome.)

Lali'sPOV

Iwaswokenupbymyphoneringingitwasdad.I



answered.

Me:Hello.

Dad:Goodmorningmydear...howareyou?

Me:I'mfinedadandyou?

Dad:Fine...erhm...there'safamilydinner.Iwanted

toaskyouifyoucancomeover.

Me:Dad...Idon'tthinkitwillbeagoodIdea.

Rememberthedayy'llpreparedafamilydinner

whathappened?...I'msorrydadbutIcan't.

Dad:LaliIthoughtwetalkedthroughthat.I

apologizedandpromisedthatitwillneverhappen

again.Trustme.Youcanbringyourownfoodif

youwant.

Me:okay...

Dad:bye.

(IfeelverybadthatIhavetobringmyownfoodat

myownhome.Becausemydadcansometimesbe

anass.IbathedandwenttohelpMat.Thisgirl



doesn'tsleephey.Ikissedherchick)

Me:Goodmorning.

Mat:Hey...

(Okaysomethingisnotrightwithher)

Me:Areyouokay?

Mat:Yeah...I'mjustangryatmyfather.HesaidI

mustflytoCapetown.There'ssomethingimportant.

Me:Okay...thanwhyareyousad?

Mat:Idon'twanttoleaveyou.Especiallyrightnow

asyou'regoingthroughsomuch.

Me:Youcangosweetone.I'mfine.Anddadinvited

meforafamilydinner.

Mat:Really?You'regoingright?

Me:Yeah...butIwillbringmyownfood.

Mat:Don'tdothat.Whatwillyoursiblingssay.

Me:Iknowhey...Ialsofeelbad.MatIwasthinking

ofmovingbackhome.



Mat:thatagoodidea.Don'tgetmewrong.I'mnot

chasingyouaway.I'mjusthappythatyouwill

finallyspendmoretimewithyourfamily.Lalilifeis

tooshorttokeepholdingagrudgeagainst

someone.

Me:yeahhey.

(weate.Wehelpedoneanothertopacksince

she'salsogoing.Shedroppedmeoffhome.They

werebusypreparingforthedinner.)

Zia:Lali!

Zayn:HeyLali.

(Theyallcameandhuggedme.GodIlovethemso

much)

Me:okayguysletgonow...ican'tbreathe.

Jase:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfineiwasjustmissingyouguyssomuch.

Zia:Ncoo...wemissedyousomuchhey.Things

wereverytenseherewithoutyou.



Me:Sowhat'stheoccasion?

Zia:weareallclueless.Dadsaidwemustdecorate

thediningroom.Heevenhiredchefstoprepare

food.

Me:okaythat'sgood.

(Carol'ssistermadeherwaytous)

Addi:Hey.

Me:Hellohowareyou?

Addi:I'mgoodandyou?

Me:I'mgood.Erhmm...guysletmegoandchange

soIcanhelp.

(Iwentupstairs.Ipackedeverythingintomy

wardrobe.Imissedmyroomhey.Iopenedthe

windowsandthedoorleadingtothebalcony.I

stoodthereandlookedoutside.Thesunwashitting

differenttoday.I'minahappymoodtoday.Idon't

knowwhy.Iwentbackinside.Ichangedintomy

FilaleggingsandanoversizedTshirt.Iputonmy

pumapushins.Iwentdownstairstohelpeveryone



else.MrsKanewasabitoff.Iwonderwhat'swrong

withher.Itwasgettinglatenow.Everythingwas

lookingbeautifulandveryheartwarming.Thefood

wassmellingsoambrosial.Ijustcan'twaittotaste

it.)

Zia:Guyslet'sgoandfreshenup.

(Iwentupstairsandranabubblebathformyself.I

soakedmyselfin.WhileatitIdecidedtocall

Nomhle.Itkeptringingwithnoanswer.Idecidedto

callhermom.)

Me:Hellomama.

Her:hellomydear...howareyoudoing?

Me:I'mdoingfine...howareyou?

Her:Veryfinemydear.Whyyounolongervisitme?

Me:I'vebeenalittlebusy.ButtomorrowIwillvisit

youguys.

Her:Okaydear.



Me:I'vebeentryingtocallNomhlebutshe'snot

answering.

Her:What?..Nomhletoldmethatshe'ssleeping

overthere.Whatdoyoumeanbythat.

(What?WhywouldNomhlelie.Ihaven'ttalkedto

herforthepastdays.ThelasttimeIcalledhershe

wassocoldtowardsme.)

Me:Erhmm...yeah...Iaskedhertocome.Butshe

hasn'tarrivedyet.OhhIforgot.Shesaidshewill

startatthemalltobuysnacksforus.

Her:Okay...Iwassofrightenedhey.Pleaseaskher

what'swrongwithher.She'sbeenactingvery

strange.Ithinkshehasfoundherselfaboyfriend.

Me:Aboyfriend?

Her:Yeah...she'salwaysblushingwhenshe'son

hercellphone.Ifitringsshegoesupstairs.

Me:Iwillaskher.

Her:okaybyedear.

Me:bye.



(What'sgoingonwithNomhle.Isshemad.Howcan

shelieaboutvisitingmeandthefactthatshenow

mayhaveaboyfriend.Nomhlehasreallychanged.I

triedtocallheragainsheignored.Isenthera

message

"Sinceyou'renotansweringmycalls.It'sfineIwill

tellyourmomthatyou'renothere.AndIdidn'tinvite

youtosleepover."

Sent.Justthanshecalledme"

Nomhle:Lali

Me:Nomhle...whereareyou?

Nomhle:Ermm...I'matfriend'shouse.

Me:Afriend'shouse?...younevertoldmeyouhave

foundanewfriend.

Nomhle:Laliyou'renotmymom.ThatIhaveto



informyoueverytimeIdosomething.

Me:SincewhenNomhle?Wehavebeenfriends

sincechildhood.Wehavebeentellingeachother

everything.Whereisthatcomingfromnow?When

dideverythingchange.

Nomhle:Lali...thingschangedthedayyoulanded

backintoyourhome.Youhavebeenactinglikea

diva.Sincethanyouhaven'ttreatingmelikeyour

friend.Youalwayscalledmeifthere'ssomething

newyoubought.Youlikebraggingandshowingoff.

Me:What?Nomhleareyoumad?

Nomhle:LaliIhavetogonow.

(shedroppedthecall.What'shappeningtoNomhle.

Ineedtofindoutwhat'swrongwithher.Ican'tjust

losemyfriendactuallymysisterlikethis.Idried

myselfandputonablackbodyhuggingdress

that'sabovethekneesalittle.Iwentdownstairs

everybodywassittingdown.IsetnexttoZia.We

wereallwaitingfordad)



Zayn:Momlikereallywhat'stheoccasion?

MrsK:Idon'tknowson...Yourfatherdidn'ttellme

either.

(ThisNomhlesituationwasreallystressingme.I

decidedtotellMatviaWhatsApp.WhileIwasstill

busy.Guardswalkedincarryingsomanysuitcases

)

Zia:Okaywhat'sgoingon?

(wealllookedateachother.Whilewewerestill

amazedbythatdadwalkedinwithsomelady.She's

verybeautiful.Ilookedthroughhersoul.She'sso

kindhearted.Ialsoseeababyboy.Ohhsoshe's

pregnant.MrKanewasbeyondbeingangry.Her

facewaspale)

Dad:Goodeveningeveryone.Thanksforpreparing

allthis.SoIwanttointroducemysoontobe

secondwife.HernameisKayla.Buttoyouguys



mom.

MrsK:What?..butyoudidn'taskmeifIagreeornot

(Dadignoredher)

Dad:KayladearthisisLali,Zia,Tony,Jaseand

Zaynmychildren.That'sistheirfriendAddison.

Thisismywife.

Kayla:Nicetomeetyouall.Imustsayyouguysare

beautiful.Especiallyyou(shewasPointingatme)

Me:thanks...I'mjuststartledbyyourbeautyMem.

Kayla:mom...pleasecallmemom.Andthanks(I

smiledshe'ssonice.)Hellosisterwife.(Shewas

addressingMrsKane.Shejustlookedather.Ithink

Ilikeheralready.ActuallyIloveher.Sothedinner

wentverysmooth.Shesofunnyhey.Ithink

everyonelikesher.BesideforMrsKane.)

Dad:ohanotherthing...fromnowonshewillbe

stayingwithus.She'salsopregnant.Soplease

guystakegoodcareofher.

Jase:Don'tworrydad...she'singoodhands.

(MrsKanestoodupandwentupstairs)



Dad:Excuseme.

(Hefollowedher)

Kayla:AsIwassaying...(Shecontinuedwithher

funnystories.Shealsotoldushowshemetdad.)

MrsKane'sPOV

IwasextremelyangrysoIwentupstairs.Howcan

myhusbanddomelikethis.Andthefactthat

everyonelikesthatbitchtriggersmethemost.I

needtogetridofher.Myhusbandwalkedin.

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:ohh...youbroughtawomanherewithouteven

tellingme.DoyouthinkI'mokay?

Him:Okay...I'mtrulysorryforthat.ButIwasjust

overwhelmedthatwewillsoonbehavingababy.

SoI'mheretoaskyouifIcanmarryher.

Me:it'snotlikeifisaynoyouwilllisten.



Him:That'sverytrue...soI'mlettingyouknowthat

I'mtakingasecondwife.

(Hewasonthedoorway)

Him:Andpleasedon'tdoanythingthatcanharm

her.BecauseIpromiseyouIwon'thesitatekilling

you.Iknowyouverywell.

(Heleft.Thiswomenisaproblem.Hejustentered

myhouse.Butalreadymyhusbandisthreateningto

killme.

Austin'sPOV

Ijustlanded.Idecidedtostartathomeandleave

everything.WhenIgothomemomwassittingon

thecouchbusycrying.Mymouthdropped.

Me:Mom...where'smywife?

(Shecriedevenmore.)



Me:Mompleasetellme...what'shappenedwhat's

going

Her:Son...I'mverysorry.I'msorryIfailedyou.

Me:Momwhatdoyoumean?

Her:Shedidn'tmakeit.Andthebabytoo.

Me:What?That'snottrue.I'msureyou'rejoking

right.

(Itookmycarkeysanddrovestraighttothe

hospital.Igotthereandlookedformywife.Dr

Thompsonmadehiswaytome)

Him:I'mverysorry...wecouldn'tsaveher.

Me:What?(Iheldhimbyhisclothes)

Him:Yesit'strue.Whenshecameherethebaby

wasalreadydeadinher.Herorgansweredamaged

asshehadanectopicpregnancy.

Me:No...that'scan'tbe.(Iletgoofhim)

Iwanttoseeherrightnow.



(Heescortedmethere.Herheadandbodywas

covered.Iwenttoher.Iuncoveredherfaceandyes

she'snomore.Icried.Ihaveneverbeenthisbroken

inmylife.IfeelguiltythatIwasn'thereandalso

thatInevertoldheraboutthechosenonething.I'm

thereasonshe'sdead.EventhoughIknewIcan't

havebabieswithher.Ikepttrying.Ishouldn'thave.

IfItoldhershewouldstillbealive.I'mtheoneto

beblamed.Iheldherherhandandcried.)

Me:I'msosorrylove.I'mthetobeblamedforyour

death.Iknewthewholetruthbutdidn'ttellyou.I

willneverforgivemyselfforthat.Youwereso

kindheartedandtookverygoodcareofme.You

werethewomanofmydreams.Ipromiseyoumy

love.Toloveyouevenindeath.Iwillneverreplace

youwithanywomen.Myheartwillforeverbreathe

foryouuntilwemeetagain.

(Ikissedherforeheadanddrovebackhome.Iwas

sobroken.Ihavenevertriedlikethisinmyentire

life.ItlikeIhavejustlostmymother.Shewas

everythingtome.Herfamilydidn'twantustoget

married.Shedisobeyedthemforme.TheleastI



wouldhavedoneistobehonesttoher.ButIfailed.

Ifailedher.)

Mom:I'msorrymyboy..Iknowitpainful.Iknow.I

understandyourpain.NeverforgetthatI'mherefor

you.IfyouneedashouldertocryonI'mherefor

you.

Me:Mom...I'mthereasonshe'sdead.She

sacrificedherlifeformyhappiness.Ialways

wantedababywithher.

Mom:Don'tblameyourself.Pleasedon'tever

blameyourself.

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Fewmonthslater.

Lali'sPOV



Schoolhasbeenveryhectic.Ihavebeenstudying

sohardsincesoonwearestartingourfinals.Mat

andIaremoreclosethanbefore.Lifeisjustgreat.I

neverthoughtinmylifeiwillalsofindhappiness

andjoy.Backathomethingsaregoingverywell.

EveryoneishappybesideforMrsKane.Shehas

evenlostweight.Ithinkit'skarma.She'ssuffering

forhersins.Dadnolongergivesherallhisattention.

Shehastriedsomanytimestokillthebabymom

Kaylaiscarrying.SinceIlovemomKaylasomuchI

madesurethatlittlebrotherisfine.Thatpushed

dadevenmoreawayfromher.Kaylamomhasbeen

treatingmelikeherowndaughter.Sheactuallylove

andcareformemorethanmyothersiblings.She's

amotherfigureIhavebeenwantinginmywhole

life.WithregardingtoNomhle.Ihavegivenupon

her.Ifoundoutthatshe'sdatingMike.MrOwen's

son.Ihavewarnedherseveraltimesthathe'snot

goodforher.Butshe'ssostubborntolistenme.

SheevensaidI'mjealousofherthatshehasfound

herselfacuteguy.Hermomtoldmethathermarks

aredropping.Whereasshe'ssupposedtobe

passingwithflyingcoloursassheishomeschooled



andalsohaveprivatetutors.Ineverthoughtthis

daywillevercome.WherethepersonIgrewup

withwouldturnagainstme.Thepersonwhotooka

verygoodcareofme.Whocomfortedmeduring

hardships.I'mreallyshutteredbyNomhle's

behavior.Ijusthopesomedayinherlifeshewill

findlightandrealisethatshetakingawrongpath.I

haveappliedindifferentuniversities.Iwantedto

studyinCapetown.Butwitheverythinggoingon.I

guessIcan't.Myfamilyisalwaysfacingdifficulties.

Thehappinessjustdoesn'tlast.SoI'mforcedto

studyhere.Itwasalmostsunrise.SinceMattold

meaboutherproblem.Ihavebeensupportingher.

WhenshetransformsIwouldkeephercompanyin

thenearestjungle.Imustsayshe'sacutewolf.Her

furiswhite.Iliketouchingit.It'sverysoft.We

watchstarsuntilthesunriseandshetransforms

back.Wewerenowonourwayback.

Mat:IloveyouLali.You'reverysupportive.

Me:Iloveyoumore.You'reagreatfriend.Youalso

haveagreatandpureheart.Ijustprayitremains



thesame.

Mat:Don'tworryIwillneverchange.I'mnotlikethat

uglyfriendofyoursNomthi.

(Welaughed)

Me:Don'tspeakofmyfriendlikethat(Iplayfullyhit

herback)AndhernameisNomhlenotNomthi.

Mat:SoLaliwhatdoyouwanttostudyfor

Me:AtfirstIwantedtobecomeanOncologist

Radiology.ButI'mslowlyloosinginterestinit.I

justdon't.Andfatherisalsopressurizingmetothe

businessmanagement.LikeIjustdon'tlikeworking

inbusiness.Whatdowanttodo?

Mat:I'mnotsureeither.ButwhateveryoudoIwill

alsodoit.

(welaughed)

Me:IfIdecidedtoworkatshopritewouldyoutoo?

Mat:Yeswhynot?You'relikeatwinsistertome.I

wanttoalwaysbebyyourside.

(Iheldhercheeks)



Me:Ncoomyotherhalf.

(Wewentinandpreparedforschool)

Mike'sOPOV

Ourplanisworkingperfectly.We'reslowlyturning

NomhleagainstLali.Wearenowtowardsour

destination.WewillattackLalibeforeshecould

evennotice.Ihavebeenspendingsomuchtime

withNomhle.She'stalkativeandhervoiceisso

irritating.Iwishthisisovernow.Shecallsevery

nowandthan.Shevisitsmemorefrequently.Even

todayshe'scomingtosleepover.Aboutmom.She

hasnotrecoveredyet.Weevenhiredheranurseto

takecareofher.Insteadofbecomingbettershe's

gettingworse.Shehasstartedtalkingtoherself.I

justfeelsorryforher.WhenIseehermyheart

breaksintopeaces.Ipromisewhenmyhandslend

onLaliI'mnotgoingtospareherlife.Shehas

causedmyfamilypain.Butherdaysarenumbered.

Dadfailedtokillher.ButmysisterandIwon't.



Nomhlearrived.

Nomhle:Heybabe

(shekissedmeonthecheek.Irolledmyeyes

withouthernoticingme)

Nomhle:Howareyou

Me:I'mfine.Aren'tyousupposetobeinschool.

Nomhle:.I'mbeinghomeschooledremember.So

todayI'mnotlearning.yooh...Imissedyou.

Me:Butyousawmeyesterday.

Nomhle:YouknowIjustcan'tleavewithoutyou.A

minutewithoutyounearmefeelslikeawhole

month.

Me:Ithinkyou'reexaggeratingnow.

Nomhle:I'mnot.I'mdeeplyinlovewithyou.

(Ijustkeptquiet)

Nomhle:Mike.Doyoustillloveme

(Iclearedmythroat)



Me:Yes...mhh...whyareyouaskingmethatbabe.

Nomhle:It'sjustthatthepastfewdays.You

haven'tbeengivengmeyourattention.Iteither

you'rebusyonyourphoneoryou'rewithyoursister.

Me:I'mabusinessman.Ithinkyouhaveforgotten

that.Andmysisterismylife.Babefamilycomes

first.Don'tyouthinkyoumustgohomeanddo

somestudying.Thefinalsarenearright?

Nomhle:yeahbutI'mnotgoinganywhere.I'm

spendinganighthere.

Me:Okayseeyoulaterthan.(Itookmyphoneand

carkeys)

Nomhle:Mikestop.Whereareyougoingto.

Me:Ineedsomefreshair.

Nomhle'sPOV

Justlikethathe'sgone.Ourrelationshiphastooka

quickturn.Mikehaschanged.Hehaschangedinto



acoldandrudeman.AtfirstIwashisqueen.He

promisedmetheworldandtreatedmelikeaqueen.

Ihavebeenfeelingverysicklately.I'meven

vomiting.Ihavealsogainedalotofwait.Mom

keepsgivingmenastylooks.Sobeinghomejust

triggersme.WhileIwasstillsittingacallcame

through.ItwasLali.Whycan'tsheleavemealone.

Me:Yeswhat'sdoyouwant.

Her:Nomhle...howareyou.

Me:WHATDOYOUWANTLALI

Her:I'mjustcheckinguponyou.Iknowyouhate

metothecore.ButpleasealwaysknowIstillcare

aboutyou.Iwillforeverbe.Sothat'swhyI'm

advisingyouforthelasttime.LeaveMike.He'snot

agoodguyforyou.You'reworthofsomeonewho's

kindheartedandhasapureheart.

Me:Lalidoyousomehowwanthim.Areyou

jealousofme

Her:What?



Me:Yes...Lali...Mikeisagoodguy.Hetreatsme

likeaqueen.He'sthebestguyIwouldeveraskfor.

Her:Igiveup...Igiveuponyou.ButNomhleatleast

pleasetakeyourstudiesserious.It'syourlastyear

sopleasenailit.Pleasemakemomproud.And

Nomhleyourmo.Justcalledme.Whyyouno

longerspendnightsathome.Whereareyouexactly

Me:I'matMike'splace.

Her:WhatNomhle...aremad...finalsarearoundthe

cornerandyou'rebusywithMike.WhyNomhle...

whyareyoudoingthistoyourself.Whyareyou

destroyingyourownfuture.

Me:LaliIhavetogo.

Her:Nomhle...

(Idroppedhercall.Shelikesactinglikeshe'sholier

thaneveryoneelsenxx.ThisismylifeIcando

whateverIwant.

MrKane'sPOV



Imustsaylifeissogreat.I'mveryhappy.Allmy

businessesaredoingwell.Myfamilyishappy.And

Kayla.IthankGodforbringingherintomylife.

She'stakingagoodcareofmeandmychildren.Her

tummyisnowverybig.Tony'smomhastriedso

manytimestokillmybaby.WithLaliinpicture.

Shedidnotsucceed.Laliissodeterminedto

protectthefamily.Shehasalsotaughtmeafew

thingsaboutherbeast.Ineverthoughtsuchthings

doexistinreallife.KaylaisveryclosewithLali.

Whichmakesmemorehappy.Lalideservesallthe

happinessandwarmthshecanget.She'saspecial

child.Iwishhermotheralsotoldmeabouther

beast.Thingswouldn'thaveturnedoutlikethis.

AnywaysKaylaandIwereonourwaytoseea

doctor.Justtomakesurethebabyisdoingwell.

Wegottothedoctoranddidcheckups.Andwell

thebabyisfine.WewerenowatWimpy.Iheldboth

Kayla'shands.

Me:Iloveyou.Thankyouforcarryingmychild.

Her:Youareakind,goodandlovingmen.Ilove



you.

(Ikissedbothherhands)

Me:Sohaveyoudecidedtheweddingday.

Her:pleasedon'tgetmewrongbutIcan'tmarryyou

.

(Myheartbeatincreased.)

Me:What?

Her:Yes...Ineedtofirstgivebirthandworkon

regainingmyflatstomach.ThanIcandecideonthe

weddingday.

(Ijustlaughed.)

Me:youscaredmehey.

Odin'sPOV

ThingsbetweenAvaniandIarenotgood.Shehas

beenignoringme.AndImustsayIhavealsolost

interestinher.IwasbusylookingatLali'spictures



onInstagram.Imustsayshe'sverybeautiful.But

she'smorebeautifulinperson.IthinkIshouldtry

myluck.Iheartedallherpicturesandsentadirect

messagetoher.Ijustsaidhi.

MrsKane'sPOV

I'msoangryatmyself.Forfailingtogetridofthat

womenintime.Myhusbandhasturnedagainstme.

Henolongerspendtimewithme.Ineedtodo

something.Ineedtofindinformationaboutthis

Kyla.Idecidedtocalltheguythathelpedlasttime

tofindheraddress.

Him:Madam...Ifeelveryhonoredtoreceiveacall

fromyou.

Me:Youguysdidagreatjoblasttime.ButIhavea

veryimportantjobforyouguysnow.

Him:Anythingbosslady

Me:IwantmoreInformationabouttheKayla.Iwant



toalsoknowmoreaboutherexhusband.

Him:Okaymadam.

Me:WhencanIexpectallmyinformation.

Him:IwillcallyouwhenIhavefoundany

information.

(Idroppedthecall.Shedoesn'tknowwhoshe's

dealingwith.Iwillfindherexhusband.Andtellhim

aboutherwhereabouts.)

Austin'smomPOV

IhavedecidedtomoveonwithAustin.Heneeds

me.Hehasbeendrowninghimselfintoalcohol.He

nolongergoestowork.He'sblaminghimselfforhis

wife'sdeath.Helovedher.Hereallydid.AndIdon't

thinkhewilleverbeabletolovesomeoneelse.I

justfeelsorryforhischosenone.Heissobroken.

Iwasbusypreparingsupperhewalkedin.He

wasn'tdrunktoday.Okay.



Me:Heymyson

Him:Hellomom...howareyou?

(Hekissedmycheek)

Me:I'mfine.Howareyou.

Him:I'mfinemom.

Me:I'mhappytoseeyousoberandnotblaming

yourselfforeverything.

Him:MomIhaverealizedthatblamingmyselfwon't

makemeheal.IhavealsodecidedthatIwillstayat

theOegratefortwoweeks.Justtoclearmyhead.

Me:okay...when.

Him:Tomorrowwecango.Iknowyou'remissing

yourhusbandsomuch.

(Ilaughedandplayfullyhithimwithadichwashing

cloth.)

Pleaselikeandcomment



Anotherinsertwillbeposted.I'mstillbusywith

it.

[06/23,08:13]Lynne: insert28

Lali'sPOV

Sowefinishedourfinalsthe.I'mnowbackathome.

Everythingisjusthectic.KaylamomandZiaare

busyhelpingAddison,MatandIchoosethedresses

wearegoingtowearforthematricdance.Imust

sayI'mfeelingveryhappytoseeallmyfavourite

peopletogether.IhavebeenchattingwithOdin.

He'snotthatbadand.AndAddisonhasalso

changed.She'snowdifferentfromthedayIfirst

mether.Ijusthopeshehasmadepeacewithwhat

happenedtohersister.SoMatandAddisonhad

foundthemselvesdresses.Ijustdon'tknowwhich

dresstochoose.They'reallbeautiful.OhhIalso

nowknowhowtodrive.TonytaughtmebutIdon't



yethavealicense.

Zia:LookatthisoneLali.

Me:NoIcan'twearthisdressit'stoorevealing.

Mat:ButLaliit'sfinethough.Youneedtoshow

themyourperfectbody.

Addi:YesLali...

Me:ForgoodnesssakeI'mnotwearingthatdress.

Whataboutthisone.

(Ipickedawhiteone.Theyalllaughed)

Zia:What?You'rejokingright.

Me:I'mnot.

Kayla:Canyllleavemybabyalone.Laliifyoulikeit.

Takeit.ButIwillaskthedesignertochangeabit

andmakeamoderndress.It'sreallybeautiful.Ican

imagineyouinit.Itwillalsohavepurediamonds.

Mat:Okaywe'reallnowsorted.



(Soweassiblingsplannedthatafterthematric

dancewewillgatheratjase'sfriendhouseandhave

alittlepartythere.Justtocelebrate.)

Austin'sPOV

I'mnowfeelingwell.Ihavefinallyletmywiferestin

peace.Ihaven'tbeeninarelationship.Ihavebeen

spendingalotoftimewithEmilia.She'smyfuck

buddy.Nostringsattached.Imustsaysheknows

howtokeepamanhappy.She'salsomyPA.Ihave

distancedmyselffromthehospital.Inowrunmy

businesses.WhenI'matthehospitalIjustmissmy

wife.IjustfeelguiltythatIwasnotwithherwhen

shewasfacingthemost.Ihaven'tgivenuponmy

career.AftersometimeIwillgobackatwork.Mom

isnowbackattheOegrate.Ireallymissherhey.

Addison'sPOV



OkayguysIreallydon'tknowwhat'shappeningto

me.WhenIcamehere.Iwasdeterminedtodestroy

thisfamily.ButI'mslowlyfallingforTony.Hehas

beenagoodboyfriendlately.Ihavealsobeen

dreamingaboutCarol.ShekeeptellingmethatIfi

don'twanttoendupdeadlikeherimustjustletgo

ofthethoughtofkillingTony.Imustforgetit.Tony

walkedin.

Him:Hey...whyareyousittingherealone.

Me:ermm...Ijustfeellikebeingalone.

Him:okay...haveyoufoundadressforthematric

dance.

Me:Yeah.Andyou?Haveyoufoundasuitfor

yourself.

Him:I'mnotgoingtoit.

Me:what?Why.

Him:whyshouldIgo.

Me:Don'tyouwanttosayyourlastgoodbyeatyour

classmates.Becauseyouwillsooncrosspaths.



Him:Idon'tgiveadamnaboutthem.Youguyswill

bebustwiththematricdance.Iwillbebusy

drowningmyselfintoalcohol.

Me:youguyslikealcoholhey...evenyoursisters.

Him:yeahhey...

MrsKane'sPOV

SoIfoundinformationaboutKayla.It'snotvery

useful.Buttheinformationabouthisexhusbandis

veryuseful.ButIcouldn'tgethisnumber.Ifound

outthathewasactuallybornhere.Andhealso

haveabrotherherebuttheydon'tgetalong.Ihave

tryingtofindhisbrotherbutIcan't.Theyalsotold

methathechangedhissurnameafterhisfather

gavealltheinheritancetohisyoungerbrother.They

saidheisaverydangerousman.SoIshouldn't

messwithhim.ThatgavemeafrightalittlebutI

stillneedtofindhim.Heisthelastoptionihaveto

getridofthiswomen.Tonywalkedin.Heistheonly

childthatcareaboutme.Healwayschecksupon



me.

Tony:Heymom

Me:Hellomyboy.

Tony:Howareyoudoing

Me:I'mfineyou.

Tony:pleasedon'tlietome.Iknowyouverywell.Is

thereanythingbotheringyou.

Me:Yourfather...hehasbeendistanttowardsme

sincethatwomencamehere.

Tony:momIthinkyoushouldstartlikingher.Or

atleastpretend.Thatwaydadwillbehappyand

thingsbetweenyouandhinwillbebacktonormal.I

reallyhateseeingyoulikethis.Youhaveevenlost

weight.

Me:Iknowhey...stresshasbeenkillingme.Thanks

foryouforbeinghereforme.

Tony:You'remymother.It'smydutytomakesure

you'refine.



Me:Haveyoudecidedonwhatyouwilldo?

Tony:Yeah...I'mthinkingofdoingmedicine.But

youknowyourhusband.Hewon'tallowmeto.

Me:Ifyoureallywanttodoit.Icanconvincehim

foryou.

Tony:really?

Me:Yeah...he'smyhusbandafterall.Iknowwhere

totouchhimsothathecanagreetowhateverIsay.

Tony:Ibetterleaveyou.Beforeyoutellbeabout

youguy'sintimacy.

(Helaughedandgotout.Hehasreallygrownup.I

wishhisdadwasstillalivetoseehim.Takingcare

ofme.Hehasalwaysbeenbymyside.He

supportsmeineverything.Hedidn'thaveaproblem

withmemovingon.Andalsogettingmarriedtomy

husband.IknowIhaveneverbeenagoodmother

tomychildren.Theyweremostlyraisedbytheir

aunts.LikeJase.Myfirstborn.Hewasraisedby

hisaunt.Tonywasraisedbyhisuncle.Hehasa

verystrongbondwithhim.WellZiawaslucky.

AtleastIgotmarriedtohisfather.SoIwasthere



whenshewasgrowing.Mypreviouslifeis

somethingI'mnotproudof.AsIwasfromapoor

familyandalsouneducated.Ihadtodatedifferent

mentoprovideformyfamily.TheonlythingI'm

proudofisnomatterhownotcloseIwaswithmy

babiesbutIstilllovedthem.Andididn'tabortthem

.Tony'sfatherwasmarried.Buthelovedme.He

madesurethatigoteverythingiwanted.Heeven

tookmebacktoschool.HeistheonlymanIwould

gladlysayIloved.Mike.Mikewasjustanasshole.

Helovedgirlssomuch.WhenIwaspregnantJase

hesupportedme.ButwhenIwasagainpregnant

Ana.Heranawayfromus.Heevensaidhedoubts

thatJaseandAnaarehis.ButIlovedhimhey.Well

I'msurey'llareaskingyourselveswhyI'mnot

talkingaboutZayn.WellZaynisnotbiologically

mine.ButIdolovehim.Ilovehimlikemyownson.

TheonlypersonIhaveaproblemwithisLali.Somy

husbandneverreallytoldmemoreaboutZayn's

mother.AllIknowisshedied.SoItookavery

goodcareofhim.Heconsidersmehismother.I

thinkwhatTonysaidwillworkonmyfavour.Ineed

topretendtobeclosetoKayla.Sothatwhenshe



thinksI'mnowherfriend.Iwillgetridofher.

Lali'sPOV

Thematricdancewasgoingtostartat8pm.SoMat

andIweregettingourmakeupdown.Guesswho

hiredthemakeupartist?.MrsKane.IhadtoaskZia

toalsodoitbecauseIdon'ttrusther.AndIalso

knowshewillneverhurtherbaby.Sosincewewere

fromdifferentschools.Weweregoingourseparate

ways.Iwasdriving.YesItookdad'sCharcoal

Ferrari.WegotandandIdrovetothelocationour

schoolisholdingourmatricdanceat.Wegotthere.

Everythinglookedverybeautiful.Everyonewas

lookingstunningbutnotmorethanMatandI.The

programwasread.Itwasreallyfun.Wedanced

andhugged.I'mreallygoingtomissmyclassmates.

Theywereverysupportiveandloving.Itwasvery

funbeingaroundthem.Ijustcan'twaittoalso

experiencetheVarsitylife.Anywaysitwasnow

12pm.Weweredrivingback.Iwasfeelingverybad



thatMatwon'tcomewithmetotheparty.Youguys

knowwhy.Shecan'tcontrolherwolf.IwishIcan

helpher.IwishIcanspendthewholenightwithher

likeIusedto.ButthatI'msureeveryoneiswaiting

formeattheparty.Iwasdroppingherofftoher

house.Iparkedoutside.

Me:I'mreallysorry.I'msorrythattodayiwon'tbe

withyoutonight.

(Sheheldbothmyhands)

Mat:Lalidon'tworryaboutme.Youneedtoalso

havefuninyourlife.

Me:Butitfeelssobad.

Mat:AsIsaidIwillbefine.

(Shehadtearsinhereyes.Theystartedfalling.I

huggedher)

Me:I'msorry...

Mat:IjustwishIcanalsobelikeeveryoneelse.

Alsolivemylifetothefullest.



Me:IsthereawayIcanhelpyou.

Mat:There'snoway...ijustneedtogotothe

Oegrate.There'snootherway.Dadtriedreallyhard

buthecan't.

Me:Tomorrowyou'regoingthere.

Mat:Lali...youdon'tunderstand.Ican't.Wecan't.

Me:Theotherdayyousaidtheywantyouandyour

fathertobringabeastinordertoproveyour

honesty.

Mat:Yes...Istilldon'tgetyou.

Me:Youwillbringmetothem.I...

Mat:Nothappening.Iwillneverinmywholelifeput

yourlifeindanger.Lalitheywillimprisonyouand

killyou.

Me:Idon'tcareaslongasyouguyswillbeallowed

tolivethere.Orcomewheneveryouguyswant.

Mat:NoLali...Isaidno.

Me:Ihaveaplan...

(Sheraisedhereyebrow.Itoldhermyplan.)



Mat:ButLaliwhatifyoudon'tmakeit.

Me:Don'tworryMat...I'mstrong.Ihavebeen

throughsomuch.

Mat:LaliI'mverygratefultohaveafriendlikeyou.

Youaresokindhearted.Iloveyou.

Me:Okaygonowandtellyourfatheraboutmyplan.

Sotomorrowintheeveningwecango.Hemusttell

theAlphathathe'sbringingabeastasasacrifice

andaprove.

Mat:Okay...thankyouonceagain.

Me:Okayletmegetgoing.

(Idrovetowherethepartywasheld.Ibelieveinmy

self.Ijusthopeeverythingwillgoaccordingtomy

plan.Theplacewasalreadyfull.Isatnexttothe

girls.)

Addi:Wehavebeenwaitingforyou?WhereisMat.

Me:Erm...mhh.shewasn'tfeelingwell.Soshe

wenttoherhouse.



Zia:Shame...shewillmissout.Anywayslet's

drink.

Me:Youshouldn'tdrinktomuchyoustillhavenext

yeartocomplete.

(Welaughed.Shemadepuppyeyes)

Me:I'mjustjokingmysister.Okay?.Don'tcry.

(Wealllaughed.Shehuggedme.Thepartywas

verylit.WhileIwasstilldrinkinganddancing.Odin

madehiswaytome.)

Odin:Hey...

Me:Hi...

Odin:Howareyou.

Me:I'mfineandyou

Odin:I'mfine...How'stheparty.

Me:Itverylithey...Ijustcan'tbelievethatfinallyI'm

donewithschool.

Odin:Mhhh...



(Iwasbusytellinghimaboutschool.Heplacedhis

fingeronmymouthformetokeepquiet)

Odin:Enoughnow...youhavebeentalkingnonstop.

(Ijustlaughed.Hecuppedmyfaceandplacedhis

lipsonmy.Ipushedhimabit.)

Me:Whatareyoudoin...

(Heshutmeupwithakiss.Okay...Ikissedhim

back.Itwasaslowanddeepkiss.Tonymadehis

waytous.)

Tony:LALI!

(Hewasshouting.Hepulledmebymyhand.Itwas

verypainful.)

Me:Tonyyou'rehurtingme.Letgoofmyhand.

(IwaslikeIwasspeakingtomyself.Hetookmeto

aroomupstairs.Helockedit.Okay...Thisoneis

overprotective.)

Tony:Laliwhyareyoudoingthistome.

(OkayIwasconfused.)

Me:Tonywhatdoyoumean



Tony:Whydoyoualwayshurtmyfeelings.

(OkayIwasbeyondbeingconfused.Whatisithe's

talkingabout.WhyishespeakinglikeI'mhis

girlfriendandIjustcheatedonhim)

Me:Tonyyou'restartingtoscaremenow.Whatare

youtalkingabout.Whyareyouspeakinglikethis.

(Hecamestraighttome.Hiseyeswerebloodshot

red.Itookfewstepsback.FunnyenoughIreached

thewall.)

Tony:Lali...can'tyouseeitinmyeyesthatIlove

you.

(WTF...)

Me:L...love...m..me...what?

Tony:yes...Iloveyoufromthebottomofmyheart.I

lovedyousincethefirstdayilayedmyeyesonyou.

Myfeelingsforyoubecamestrongerwhenyou

movedinwithus.

(Okaynowiunderstandwhyhewasawkwardthat

dayIwasintroducingmyselftothem)

Tony:Ihavebeenwantingtotellyou.Whenyoutold



methatyouweredatingAben.Iwasso

heartbroken.Whenmymotherwasalsotreating

youbad.Iwouldfeelsorryforyou.Nowyouwere

busykissingwithOdin.Thattriggeredmyanger.

Me:ButwhyTony...whyareyoudoingthisto

yourself.YouknowverywellthatItakeyouasa

brother.Actuallyyou'remybrother.

Tony:No...noI'mnot...Wearenotbornbythe

sameparents.

Me:StillTony...youareabrothertome.

(Hecuppedmyface.Ijustclosedmyeyes.No

matterwhathappens.Iwillneverrevealmyselfto

him.IwillnevershowhimwhatIam.Hekissed

me.Ipushedhimandslappedhim.Hecameback

inaveryhighspeed.Hekissedme.Itwasarough

kiss.Iwassavedbyaknockonthedoor.)

"Laliareyouinthere"

ItwasZia'svoice.



Me:Yeswaitforme...I'mcomingrightnow.

(Iunlockedthedoorandopeneditslightlysothat

shewon'tseeTony.)

Zia:Whatwereyoudoinginthere.

Me:...Er...erhm...Iwasusingthebathroom.

Zia:Okay.

(yeswedranksomuch.ButIwasnolongerfeeling

theparty.Ikeptthinkingaboutthescenethattook

placeupstairs.Itwasnowinthemorning.Wemade

ourwayhome.Ijustbathedandwentstraightto

bed.Ineedtobefreshfortheevening.IcalledMat

andtoldherthattheplanisstillon)

Mat'sPOV

Lalicalledme.Shetoldmethattheplanisstillon.I

havebeentryingtoconvincedadbuthe'stoo

stubborn.IhadtotellhimthetruthaboutLali.ButI



didn'ttellhimthatshe'stheAdila.Buthewasstill

beingstubborn.

Me:Dadplease.Lalicandoit.

Dad:Mychild.IknowLaliisveryworriedaboutyou.

Butwecan'tsellhertothem.Theyareveryevil.

Theywillnohesitatetobrutallykillher.

Me:DadIalreadytoldyoutheplan.Believeinus.

Wecandoit.

(Hekeptquiet)

Dad:Okay...butifherplandoesn'twork.Wewill

havetorunbackhere.

Me:Givethemacallthan.

(DadspoketotheAlpha.Hewasonthe

loudspeaker.Hisvoicewasverydeep,firmand

scary.Dadhadtopleasehim.Hefinallyagreed.I

justhopeeverythingwillgowell.Wewerenow

packingourclothes.)



Lali'sPOV

Itwasnowontheevening.ItolddadthatI'm

visitingMat.Theyfetchedme.

Me:Ihavesomewheretogotofirst.Canyou

pleasetakemethere.

(IdirectedMat'sfather.IwasgoingtoMrs

Khumalo'shouse.Ineedhertoprayformeabout

whatI'mabouttodo.Iknowit'sverydangerous.I

justwantGodtohelpme.Wegotthere.Igotinside.

Matandherdadremainedinthecar.Nomhlewas

busyonherphone.Shehasgainedweight.Mrs

Khumalowasbusyreadingherbible.Ismiledthis

womenwillneverchange.)

Me:Hellomom.

Her:Lali...heydear.(Shegotupandhuggedme)

Me:HiNomhle.

Nomhle:Hi(shethanrolledhereyes)



MrsK:Idon'tseeyourbag.Aren'tyousleepingover.

Me:NoI'mactuallypassing.Ijustyoumomtopray

forme.I'mabouttodosomethingdangerous.

Whichcancostmemywholelife.

MrsK:Laliwhat'sgoingon.

Me:Ireallydon'thavemuchtimetoexplain.Ijust

wantyoutoprayforme.Iknowyou'retheperson

whocancommunicatemorewithGod.Ineedhim

guardme.

(Weclosedoureyes.Weheldhandsandprayed.

Wefinished)

Me:Thankyouverymuch.Ishouldgetgoing.

MrsK:Pleasebesafe.

Me:Iwill.

MrsK:Iwillalsoprayaloneforyou.

Me:thankyou...bye...

(Iwentbacktothecar.)



Me:Wecangonow.(Ismiled.)

Mat:Lalithere'sstillachance.Wecanstillgoback.

Me:Don'tworry...Igotthis.(MrsKhumalo'sprayer

gavememorestrength.)

Austin'sPOV

SoIjustarrivedattheOegrate.Dadsaidthere'sa

personwhobroughtabeastforsacrifice.Soasthe

nextAlphaImustbetheonetokillit.Afterthree

daysoftorture.

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:13]Lynne: Insert29

Nomhle'sPOV

Momwasbusypraying.IfeellikeshelovesLali



morethanme.IdecidedtogotoMike'shouse.I

gotthere.Hewasbusytalkingtohersister.

Me:Helloeveryone.

Kiara:OhheyNomhle.(Shelookedatherbrother

thanchuckled)Ehrmm.Letmeleavethetwoofyou.

Me:Heylove

Mike:Hi

Me:Ihavebeenfeelingverysicklately.Iwaseven

vomiting.

Mike:What?Andyou'retellingmenow.

(Hestoodup.Hewashalfwaythedoor)

Me:Mike...whereareyougoingto?

Mike:Iwillbeback.

(Mikehasreallychanged.Thisrelationshipofours

isslowlycomingtoanend.Ilovehim.Ilovehim

withmywholeheart.Iwenttositonthebed.After

sometimehecameback.Hethrewthepregnancy

testatme.OkaysohethinksI'mpregnant.Nxx.I



tookthemandwenttothebathroom.Ipeedthan

waited.Aftersometimetheyhad2redlines.Oh

shitI'mindeedpregnant.Isatonthefloorand

sobbed.WhatamIgoingtosaytomymother.I

wentouttoMikecrying.Ishowedhim)

Mike:Tomorrowmorningwe'regettingridofthat

thinggrowingintoyourstomach.

Me:What?That'snotgoingtohappen.Iwon'tkill

myfirstchild.Iknowitwillbedifficulttoletmy

motherknowbutI'mkeepingthisbaby.

Mike:Iwasn'taskingyou.Iwasmakinga

statement.Tomorrowmorningwe'regettingridofit.

Me:Nothappening.

Mike:Wewillsee.

Lali'sPOV

Itwasveryfar.Wefinallyarrived.Therewastwo

biglongandstronggates.Ithadapictureofawolf.

Iwasstartingtogetscarednow.Myheartwas



beating.SotheplanwastofooltheAlpha.SoMat

saidtheywillimprisonme.Sowhentheyaretaking

metothatcageIwilltrytoflee.SoIhadtopretend

tobepassedout.Thegatesopened.Ikeptpraying.

Mat'sdaddrovein.Heparkedthecar.Ihavenever

seensomanypeoplelikethis.Theywerebusy

movingaround.Malesandfemales.SoMat's

carriedmetothatpalace.MyeyeswereclosedI

havetomakeitlookreal.

Mat'sdad:ThegreatAlpha,Hiswifeandsons.I

comehereinpeace.Iwanttofixthebetrayalmy

fatherdidtoyouall.Ibroughtthiswithme.

(Myeyeswerestillclosed.)

Alpha:Ineedherblood.Sothatwecanbesurethat

itarealbeast.

(Hisvoicewasveryfirmandscary.JustthanIfelt

somethingcutmyhand.ItwasverypainfulbutI

can'tjustgiveinnow.)

Alpha:Indeeditabeast.Takehertothecage.



(iassumehewassayingtooneoftheguards.One

personcarriedme.Whenwewereout.Iopened

myeyesalittle.Whenwewerenowawayfrom

people.Ijumpedoffhimandheldhisthroat.I

pressedituntilhewasunabletobreathe.Icarefully

lookedaround.Irantotheoppositedirection.Idon't

knowthisplacebutIknowwherethegateis.SoI

can'tgothatwaysincethey'reguardsthere.Ineed

tofindanotherwayout.JustwhenIwasrunning.I

heardnoise.Ilookedback.Theyweremorethan

fiftywolvesmakingtheirwaytome.Iranbutthey

weretoofast.Onerantoofastandthrewme

acrosstheground.Itwassopainful.AsmuchasI

wanttofightthemIcan't.Itwilldeclaremorewar.

Theymaywanttoharmtheotherbeastswholiveat

theDrugiomin.Theyallmadetheirwaytome.One

putitlegonmyneck.)

Alpha:Stop.

(theyalltransformedback.OhshitI'mindeep

trouble.TheAlphamadehiswaytome.)



Alpha:Iseeyou'retryingtobebrave.Sondoyou

wanttoendherlifenoworafterthreedays

(Hissonmadehiswaytome.Hisfacelooks

familiar.Heeyeswidenedwhenhesawme.He's

theguywhotookmetothehospital.)

Him:Dad...Iwillkillheronthethirdday.

Alpha:Okay...guardstakeher...

Him:NoIwilltakeher.

Alpha:Areyousure?

Him:Yes.

(Hegrabbedmebymyarm.Ilookedathim.We

weregoing.Ilookedatwherehewasgrabbingme.

Ifeltgoosebumpsonmystomach.Ilookedathim.

He'ssohandsomeandhasonedeepdimple.His

colognewashittingmynostrils.Heopenedthe

cagedandshowedmetogetin)

Me:Please...pleasehelpme.

Him:Whatareyoudoinghere...whoareyou.

Me:Well...I'mtryingtohelpmyfriend.Mat...you



guyssaidtheymustbringabeastsothattheycan

beacceptedtolivehereagain.

Him:Wellthat'smyfather'srule.

(Hethrewsomeclothesatme.Itwasthesameas

oftheonesthattheladieswerewearing.)

Him:Iwantyoutoputthison.Youwillcomewith

me.Don'tmakeanysillymove.Theymustnot

suspectthat'sit'syou.Myhouseisthatside.(He

handedmeatraythathasaglassofwater.Imade

mywaytohishouse.Noonewasquestioningme.I

gotin.Iwonderwhyhe'shelpingmeout.But

anywayI'mgrateful.Iwenttotheroomsupstairs.I

gotinoneofthemandlockedthedoor.OhshitI

leftmyphoneatthecar.Myneckwashurtingvery

bad.Itookaquicknap.Iwaswokenupbyaknock

onthedoor.)

Me:Whoisthat?

Him:OhhnowIhavetoexplainmyselfinmyown

house.

(iopened)



Him:We'regoingbacktothecity.

Me:Ismyfriendsafe.

Him:Don'tworryaboutthem.They'refine.

Me:Okaythanks.

Him:It'snothing.

(Iwasfollowinghimtohiscar.Ihadtolaydown

sothattheguardswon'tseeme.Thewindows

weredimmed.Ihadthegatesopening.Hedroveoff.

Iraisedmyhead.Wewerenowonthemainroad.I

wasfeelingverysleepysoIslept.Hewokemeup.)

Him:Iwilltakeyouhometomorrow.

(it'snotlikeIhaveachoice.Ifollowedhiminside.

Wowhishouseisbreathtakingbutnotmorethan

him.He'ssocute.)

Him:Youwilluseoneoftheroomsupstairs.

Me:Thanks...thankyouforeverything.

(Imademywayupstairs.Igotinandlockedthe

door.Heknockedagain.Iopened)

Him:Heretakethis.I'msureyouwon'tbeableto



sleepwiththatJeanandbraon.Andherearethe

pillsforpains.Yournecklooksbad.

Me:Thanks.

(itwashissweatpantandhisvest.Heisvery

intimidating.Itookaquickbathandputonthe

clothes.Iwentstraighttobed)

Mat'sPOV

Iwassobroken.IwishIcanhelpLalioutofhere.

ButIcan't.There'snoturningback.TheAlphawas

busytalkingtodad.

Alpha:Youwillbeusingyourdad'shouse.(Hewas

sayingtodad.Twoguardswalkedin.)

FirstG:SirthethatLadyisnotinthecage.

Alpha:What?Whatdoyoumeanbythat.Takeme

there.



(IdidasmallprayerforLali'ssafety.Weallwentto

thecage.Itwasopened.TheAlphawasvery

furious.)

Alpha:Wheredidshego?Calltheotherguardsto

helpyoulookforher.I'msureshe'snotthatfar.

(Hekeptquietforsometime)

Alpha:Wait...where'sAustin...Where'smyson...I

justhopeshedidn'tharmmyson.Guardswhere's

Austin.

G:Isawhimdrivingoutwithhiscar.

Alpha:Okay...that'sstrange.Whywouldhejust

leavewithouttellingme.Washealoneinthecar.

G:Yes.

Alpha:Okay...letmegoandcallhim.

(Ikeptlookingatdad.Iwhisperedonhisear.)

Me:Dad...daddon'tyouthinkwemustgoandfind

Lalibeforetheyfindher.

Him:Nowecan't.Ifwedothathewillsuspectus.

Me:I'mveryworriedabouther.



Him:Don'tworrydearshewillbefine.Thatgirlis

verystrong.Afterallshe'sanAdila.

TheAlpha'sPOV

I'mveryconfusedwhyAustinjustleft.Whereasall

ofhisbrothersfledtocomehere.Iwenttomy

bedroomandcalledhim.

Him:Dad.

Me:Whereareyou?

Him:Erhmm...dad...Ihadtogo.Ihaveavery

importantmeeting.ButIwillcomebacktomorrow.

Me:Okay...Thatgirlescaped.She'snotinthecage

Him:What?How'sthatpossible.Ilookedherinside.

Andevencheckedtwice.

Me:There'ssomethingaboutthatgirl.WhenIwas

checkingherblood.Ifeltaverystrongpower.That

girlisverypowerful.



Him:eerh...dad...Ihavetogonow.

(There'ssomethingaboutthatgirlthatisuncertain.

Soshedecidedtoescape.Thatatotaldisrespect.

I'manAlphaandnoonedoublecrossme.Shehas

declaredawar.TomorrowwhenAustinisback.I

willtelleveryonetostartpreparingforawarwith

thebeasts.Intwomonth'stimewewillbeattacking

attheDrugiomin.Weneedtogetridofthebeastfor

onceandforall.InevertoldAustinthathischosen

oneisabeast.Butheknowsthathehasachosen

one.IdidthatbecauseifItoldhimhewouldhave

stoppedusfromkillingallthebeasts.Iwantto

makesureevenifIdiethehatredforthebeastsis

stillcarriedon.)

Austin'sPOV

Idon'tknowwhyIsavedher.Ijustfelttheneedto

saveher.She'sthesameladyItooktothehospital.

She'sverybeautiful.Herskinissosmooth.Ifelt



thatWhenIwasgrabbingherarm.Myheartwas

beatingveryfast.Ikeptstealingglancesofher.

She'sverybeautiful.Herpinklipsweresojuicy.Her

eyes.Iwouldkilltolookatthemmywholelife.

Okaywhat'shappeningtome.EvenwhenItookmy

clothestoher.IfeltlikeIhaveknownherforyears.

Ifeeltheconnectionwithher.ButIcan'tshowher

that.I'mjustgladdidn'tsuspectmeofsavingher.

SotomorrowIwillhavetogobacktotheOegrate.I

slept.Iwokeupandwentdownstairs.Thereshe

wasmakingbreakfast.Itsmelledsogood.She

looksgoodinmyclotheseventhoughtheydoesn't

fither.Herwaistisverythin.

Me:Goodmorning.

Her:Hey.

Me:upalready?

Her:Yeahhere.

(Shemadeburgersandfriedchips.Itlooksso

good.Istartedeating.)



Me:Sotellmewhoareyouexactly...whereareyou

from...howdoyouknowMatandhisdad.

(Shesmiled.Hersmileissowarmandcute.She

kepttalking.Iwasjuststaringather.Ididn'teven

hearwhatshewassaying.Ikeptlookingather.

Shekeptspeakingandtakingabiteofherburger.

Eventhewayshechewsiscute.Shewavedonmy

face.)

Her:Hello...areyouevenlisteningtome.

Me:Yeah...well...ermm...

Her:SowhatIsaid.

Me:Sorrymymindisveryoccupied.Whatwereyou

saying.

Her:Oaky...I'mLalimibutyoucancallmeLali...

(Sheintroducedherself.)

Her:Andyou're?

Me:Oh...me...I'mAustin.Myfatheristheoneyou

sawyesterdaybasically.I'mthelastborn.I'ma

doctor.Ownahospitalandbusinesses.



Her:MhhIsee.

Me:CanyoustayoveruntilIcomeback.

(Idon'tknowwhyIsaidthat.ButIfeltlikesayingit.

Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningtome.Itfeelslike

I'mnotincontrolofmyownself.)

Me:Erhmm...nevermindwhatIsaid...Iwasjust...

Her:Don'tworry.IfyouwantmetostayIwill.After

allyousavedmylife.WhenyougettotheOegrate

pleasecheckifMatandherdadareokayforme.

Andalsoaskhertogiveyoumyphone.Ileftitin

thecar.

Me:Okay...letmegetreadytogo.

Her:Whenareyoucomingback.

Me:I'mnotsure.

(Itookashower.Putonmyclothes.Iwent

downstairsandsaidmygoodbyetoher.Idroveoff

totheOegrate.She'sanicelady.Isogoodbeing

aroundher.)



Lali'sPOV

Iwasallaloneinthisbigmansion.Idon'tknowwhy

Iagreedtostay.LikeImeanIdon'tevenknowhim.

Buthelookslikeaniceguy.He'shandsome.When

IwashavingbreakfastwithhimIkeptlookingat

him.Especiallywhenhewastellingmeabouthis

self.Ifinishedcleaningandwenttohisroom.It's

verybeautiful.Therewasabigpictureonthewall.It

washimandalady.Averybeautifullady.Ilooked

around.Iwenttohiswardrobe.Itookouthistshirt

andanothersweatpantandahoodie.Itwasabit

coldtoday.IwenttotheroomI'musing.Isoaked

myselfinthebath.AfterthatIputhisclothesonI

took.Iwentbacktodoingatourofthishouse.I

evenwentoutside.Hehasabiggarden.Ithastrees

andflowers.There'sevenabatch.Iwentback

inside.HisofficewaslockedsoIcouldn'tgetin.I

wentbacktohisroom.Iopenedthedrawers.I

foundanalbum.Ithadweddingpicturesofhimand

thatladywhoisonthepictureonthewall.Sohe's

married.Iwonderwheresheis.Theylookedvery



happy.Iputeverythingbackandwenttothekitchen

andstartedcooking.

Mike'sPOV

Nomhleisverystubborn.Itoldhertodaywe're

goingtoadoctortodoanabortion.Ihadtodrag

herintothecar.Wegottothedoctor'ssurgery.She

wasbeingstubbornshedidn'twantto.

Doc:I'msorrysirbutwecan'tdoitwithouther

approval.

Me:Nomhlewhatthefuckiswrongwithyou?

Nomhle:No...I'mnotabortingmybaby.

Shedoesn'tknowme.Wewentbacktothecar.I

drovetoMacdonald.ShewasveryconfusedI

orderedforthebothofus.



Me:Nomhle...I'mverysorrylove.I'msorry.When

youtoldmethatyou'repregnantIjustpanicked.

Afterallyou'recarryingmyfirstbaby.Please

forgiveme.

(Shekeptquiet.Ican'truinmyplannowbecauseof

this.Iwillhavetopretendtocareforher.Iheldher

hands.)

Me:I'msorry...pleaseforgiveme.

(shehadtears)

Nomhle:okayIforgiveyou...pleasedon'teverhurt

melikethat.

Me:Ipromiseitwillneverhappenagain.

(wedrovebacktomyhouse)

Me:Ihavetogosomewhere.Iwillcomebacklater.

Her:Okay.

(Idrovebacktothedoctor.)

Me:Ineedpillsforabortion.

Doc:What?YouknowIcan'tgiveyou.



Me:DoIpayyoutoquestionme?

Doc:I'msorrybutIcan't.

Me:Ifyoudon'twanttoloseyourmedicine

certificate.Youwillgivemethosepills

(Hegaveme.Iwentandboughttakealwaysfrom

Wimpy.IboughtNomhleastrawberrymilkshake.I

puttwopillsinside.Iarrived.Shewasbusy

watchingamagazinethathadclothesofbabies.)

Me:Heylove...I'mback.

Nomhle:Ohhey...you'reback?

Me:Yeah.Igotyousomething.

Nomhle:ohthanks...I'mveryhungry.

(Shestartedeating.Iatetoo.Shedrankher

milkshake.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:14]Lynne: Insert30

Threedayslater.



Lali'sPOV

IthasbeenthreedayssinceAustinhasn'tcome

back.TobehonestIhavebeenverybored.Imiss

beingwithmyfamily.Itwasearlyinthemorning.I

didabitofcleaning.Ibathedthanmadeasmoothie

formyself.Idecidedtocook.JustwhenIwasbusy

cookingIfeltwarmhandshugmefrombehind.My

heartbeatincreased.It'snotlikeIwasscared.Iwas

feelingsometyperway.Itwasaverystrange

feeling.Iturnedtofacehim.Oureyesmet.Istared

intohisheart.Theywereverycuteandsowarming.

Hisbodywasveryclosetomine.Icouldfeelhis

heartbit.Iclearedmythroat.

Me:Erhm....h..hey...howareyou.

Him:I'mgood...Itsmellnice.Whatareyoucooking.

Me:I'mmakingabeefcurry.

Him:Haven'thaditinalongtime.Hereisyour



phone.

Me:Thanks.

(Itriedtoswitchitonbutthebatterywasdead.I

askedhimtochargeitforme.Hecameback.I

starteddishingasthefoodwasready.)

Me:Sohow'sMatdoing.

Him:She'sfine.

(Westartedeating.WefinishedIwashedthedishes.

)

Me:Yourwifeisverycutehey...Whereisshe

anyway?

(Hisfacialexpressionchanged.Hisfacebecame

pale.Itwaslikehewasgoingtoripmythroatright

atthismoment.Ijustdidn'tknowwhattosay.)

Me:Er..erm.

Him:Ithinkyoushouldgonow.

Me:Sure.

(Ilookeddownandmademywayupstairs.Iputon

myJeanandtshirtIwaswearingthatdaysinceI



washedit.Itookmyphoneandswitchediton.

ThereweresomanymissedcallsfromKaylamom,

Mat,Dadandmysiblings.IwillcallKaylawhenI

gethome.Iwentdownstairs)

Me:I'mreadytogo.

(Wemadeourwaytohiscar.Hedroveoff.Igave

himthedirections.Thedrivewasveryquiet.Ikept

stealingglancesofhim)

Me:I'msorryifmyquestionoffendedyou.

(Hejustkeptquiet.Nxx.Itbetterthatway.I

wonderwhat'sgoingbetweenhimandhiswife.

Maybeshecheatedonhimorsomething.)

Him:MissKaneneverinyourwildestdreamaskme

aboutmywife.Don'tremindmeofthepainI'm

tryingtohealfrom.Whywereyoueveninmyroom.

Touchingthingsthatdoesn'tconcernyou.

(ijustkeptquiet.Untilheparkedatthegate.)

Me:ThankyouandI'msorry.I'mreallysorry.

(Iclosedthedoorandmademywayin.WhenIgot

hometheywereallwatchingTV.ButIcouldn'tsee



dad.Maybehe'satwork.)

Me:Hellofamily.

Zia:WowLali...(Shecameandhuggedme)

Zia:Imissedyousomuch.Infactwemissedyou

somuch.

Me:Imissedyouguyssomuchtoo.

Zia:Waitwhathappenedtoyourneck.

(Everyonecametome.Ohsnap...whatamIgoing

tosaybecausetheydon'tknowwhereIwent.

NeitherdotheyknowwhatIreallyam.)

Me:Ermm...yousee...(icouldn'tthinkofanything.)

Kayla:Zaynhurryandcallthedoctor.

(iheldhishand)

Me:Don'tI'mfine.I'mreallyfine.Whathappenedis

...Matandiwenttothemall.Sowhenwewere

waitingforherdadoutside.Fewthugsmadetheir

waytous.Sotheytriedrobbingus.Itriedtofight

them.Butonestrangledme.JustdadMat'sdad



arrivedandfoughtthemoff.

(IreallyhatelyingtothembutwhatcanIsay.Even

ifItellthemtheywon'tunderstand.)

Kayla:I'mverysorrydear...I'msorryIwasn'tthere

toprotectyou.

Me:pleasedon'tputtheblameonyourself.I'm

perfectlyfine.

Kayla:Goupstairsandgetsomerest.Iwillbring

youpainblocks.

Me:Thanks...how'sthebabydoing.

Kayla:Fine...nowgogo

(Iwentupstairs.Tonyfollowedme.Notagain.Igot

intomybedroom.Hedidtoo)

Him:Iknowyouwerelyingdownstairs.LaliIknow

youverywell.Whathappened?

Me:Tony...that'swheretheproblemis

Youthinkyouknowmetoowell.Butyoudon't.You

reallydon't.Aboutthatnight.Ijusthopeyoudidn't

meaneverysinglewordyouuttered.Ijusthopeyou



werejustundertheinfluenceofalcohol.

(Hesighedandsetonmybed)

Tony:Lali...Iloveyou.Iloveyouwithmywhole

heart.Ijustwishyoucangivemeanopportunityto

provemyloveforyou.PleaseLalijustgivemea

chancetoloveyouandtreatyoulikeaqueenof

whichyouare.

Me:Pleaseleavemyroom.I'mverytired.

(Hemadehiswaytome)

Me:Tonyleave.

(Hewentout.Ilockedthedoor.Hehaslostit.I

wouldneverdatemybrother.Iknowhe'snotmy

biologicalonebutstill.AnywayIwasbusylooking

throughmycontacts.IsawanumbersavedAustin.

Hemusthavesavedit.Isenthimamessage.

"I'mverysorryonceagain.Ididn'tmeantobring

backthepainyou'retryingtohealfrom.ButIdidn't

know."



(Sent.ItookandquickbathafterIwasdone.I

calledMat.)

Her:Heymyhero.

Me:Heysister...howareyou

Her:I'mfinejustexhausted.Thistrainingisreally

tiring.

Me:I'mgladfinallyyou'regettinghelp.

Her:Anditallbecauseofyou.LaliI'mreallythe

mostluckypersontoeverexistintheworld.To

haveafriendlikeyou.Whosacrificesherlifeto

helpherbestfriend.Friendslikeyouareveryhardto

findnowadays.SoI'mkeepingyouforever.Idon't

evenknowhowtothankyou.LalimayGodbless

youandalwayskeepyourheartsosweetandpure

forever.Iloveyou.

Me:Ncoo...Iloveyoumore.

Her:SotellmehowdidyougetAustintohelpyou.

Becausethispeopleareveryevilandcoldhearted.

How



Me:Coldhearted?Idon'tthinkAustinislikethat

Her:Youwish...Sothere'ssomethingimportantI

needtotellyouLali.

Me:Yessure.

Her:LalidoyourememberwhenItoldyouabout

thebeastslivinginDrugiomin.

Me:Yes.

Her:Heretheyarebusyplottingtoattackthem.

Theywanttogetridofbeastsforonceandforall.

Laliyouneedtohelpthem.Intwomonth'stime

theywillgoingthere.Laliyouneedtohurryand

preparethemforwar.Youneedtohelpthem.They

toohavegivenupinlife.Youneedtoencourage

andremindofwhotheyare.Laliwithoutyouthey

aredoomed.

Me:ButhowamIgoingtodothatMat.

Her:Laliyouneedtodosomeresearchandfind

wheretheDrugiominislocated.Don'tworryafter

oneweekI'mcomingback.Iwillhelpyougothere.

Don'tworryLaliwe'reinthistogether.



Me:ButMatIdon'treallywantawartooccur.

Peoplemaydiethere.

Her:IknowLali.Butthere'snotime.Theywillhave

tofightagainstthewerewolves.Iftheydon'tallthe

creatureswillseebeastsasweekcreaturesanddo

whatevertheyliketothem.

Me:Erhmm...Iwilldoaresearchthanwaitforyou

sowecango.

Her:Okaysweetheart.Pleasebesafe.Takecare

Me:Thanksforlettingmeknow.

(Itisalwaysproblemafteranother.WhenwillIever

getpeaceinmylife.Whycan'tIalsolivemylife

normal.

"Becauseyou'rearenotnormalLali"

(Itwasthesamewomenwhowasatthemirrorthat

day)

Me:I'mjusttiredofeverything.I'mtired.Can'tall

thepowersIhavebepassedtosomeoneelse.



"Don'tevertalklikethatdear.Youhaven't

experiencedhardshipasyet.Lalithere'sstillmore

tocome.Andyoucannotlosehopenow.Lali

you'reatargettoeveryone.Youwerechosentobe

theAdila.Becauseyou'restrongenoughtoface

difficultiesandhardships."

(Ijustkeptquiet)

"LalidearMatwasbroughtintoyourlifefora

reason.Shealsohaveverystrongpowers.Youand

herwillrulethisworldtogood.She'siskindhearted

asyou're.Youtoowereboundtomeet.I'mvery

gratefulyouMatherthisearly.AndLalidearyou

candoit.Pleaseprotectyourpeopleatthe

Drugiomin.Theyneedyou"

Me:isitnecessaryforthemtofightagainstthe

werewolves?

"Iknowyouonlywantpeace.Butthistimearound

theywillhavetofight.Thebeastsneedtoregain

theirdignity.Theyneedtoshowalltheother

creaturesthattheyarestrong.Yestherewillbe

peacebetweenbeastsandwerewolvesbutnotnow.



Notnowdear."

(Shesmiled)

"Helphim.Helphimhealandmoveon.Tellhim

you'rehisqueenandyouwillalwaysbetherefor

him."

Me:Who?(Shesmiledevenmore.She'svery

beautiful)Whatareyoutalking?

"Ihavetogonowmydau...(Sheclearedher

throat)dear."

(Shedisappeared.Whatisshetalkingabout.

Sometimesthesepeoplespeakinriddles.Ihearda

knock.Iwenttoopen.)

Kayla:Ibroughtfoodforyou.

Me:Youshouldn'thavebutthanksmom.Iwilleat

witheveryonedownstairs.Thanksverymuch.

(Wewentdownstairs.Wewerealleating.Dadhas

arrived.)

Me:Heydad.



Him:Heymydear...I'mgladyou'rebackwemissed

yousomuch.

(Weallstartedeating.Tonykeptlookingatme.It

wasabituncomfortable.)

Me:Heybroareyouokay.(Isaidtohim.He

becamemoreangry)

Tony:Yeswhyareyouasking

Me:youdon'tlookokaythough.

(Hejustlookedatme.Weallfinishedeatingthan

wenttoourseparaterooms.Ijustgoinbedthan

slept.)

Austin'sPOV

IthoughtIhavegrievedenough.IthoughtIhave

adjustedwellwithouther.ButitclearIwasjust

foolingmyself.Iwasdrinkingawhiskeyand

lookingatmylatewife'spictures.Iwascrying.I

receivedamessagefromLali.Ijustreadit.I

loggedinintomyInstagram.Istartedlookingat



Lali'spictures.She'sreallybeautiful.Iwasfeelinga

bitbetternow.WhyIsuddenlyfeelbetterafter

lookingatLali'spictures.Therewasalsoapic

whereshewassmiling.Ifoundmyselfsmilingtoo.I

heldmyheartasitwasbeatingveryfast.There's

somethingabouther.Somethingthathealsmy

soul.Somethingthatmakesmefeelbetter.I

stoppeddrinkingandwenttobed.

ITWASNOWINTHEMORNING

Mike'sPOV

Iwokeup.Nomhlewasnotinbed.Iheardwater

running.Iwenttothebathroom.Shewasbusy

bathing.

Me:Goodmorning.

Her:Heybabe...



Me:How'sthebaby.

Her:wearefine.

Me:Babedon'tyouthinkyouneedtotellsomeone

aboutthepregnancy.

Her:No...Ican'ttellmymothernow.I'mscared.I

havedisappointedher.

Me:Isn'tyousaidyourmotheradoresLali.Askher

ifshecantellherforyou.

Her:Youhaveapoint.Lalihasawaytocalmmy

mother.

Me:Justinviteheroverforbreakfast.

Her:Okay.

(That'ssteptwoofmyplan.TheabortionpillsIput

atNomhle'smilkshaketaketimetoshowthatthe

babyisdead.)

Lali'sPOV



IwokeuptoNomhlecallingme.

Me:Hello.

Her:MhhheyLali...I'msorrytodisturbyou.

Me:You'renot.

Her:Lalicanyoupleasecomeoverhere.Ineedyou

tohelpmewithsomething.

Me:Don'tworryIwasplanningtovisityouandyour

mothertoday.Iwillcomeby.

Her:No...actuallyI'matMike'shouse.Pleasecome

there.

Me:What?Nomhlewhatareyoudoingthere?

Her:PleaseLalicome.

Me:NoIwon't.

Her:Lali...I'mpregnant.

(WHAT?InsteadofbeingdisappointedIwasangry.

IwasangryatbothMikeandNomhle.Howcanthey



bethisirresponsible.AndNomhle.Hermomis

goingtobeshuttered.)

Me:I'mcomingoverrightnow.

(Ihangedup.Imademybedthantookaquick

shower.IputonmyrippedboyfriendJeananda

sweatshirt.IputonmyAirforce.Everyonewasstill

asleep.ItookthecarkeysanddrovetoMike'splace

.Iparkedthecarinandwentinside.Nomhlewas

sittingatthelounge.Mikewassittingwithher.)

Mike:Hey...

Nomhle:Thankyouforcoming.

Mike:Babe...Ihaveanearlymeetingtogoto.Lali

pleasemakehersomethingtoeat.

(JustbeforeIcouldsayanythinghewentout.I

wenttothekitchenandmadeNomhleasandwich

andjuice.Idon'thaveanappetitetoeat.I'mjust

angry.Igaveherthefood.)

Nomhle:Aren'tyoueating?

(Ijustraisedmyhands.Tostopherfromtalking



further.Shefinishedherfood.Itooktheplatetothe

kitchen.Icamebacktoher.Islappedhersohard.)

Nomhle:WTF.

Me:Nomhleareyoumad?...Howcanyoufall

pregnant...how?Youknowverywellthatyour

motherisveryfragileyetyoudothis.WhyNomhle.

Yourmothergaveyoueverythingyoueverwanted.

Theleastyoucouldhavedoneandmakeherproud.

Nomhletheresomanydifferentcontraceptives.

Whydidn'tyouprevent?Why?.

Nomhle:LaliIdidn'tcallyouheretojudgemeor

lectureme.IwantyoutotellmomthatI'mpregnant.

(SuddenlyIhaveasharppainonmystomach.I

blinked.IlookedatNomhletherewasbloodonher

legs.)

Nomhle:PleaseLaliyouknowhowtospeaktomy

motherandmakeherunderstand.

(Iblinkedagain.Everythingwentbacktonormal.I

touchedherstomach.)

Nomhle:Laliiseverythingokay...whatareyoudoing.



(it'stoolate.Thebabyisalreadydead.Ijuststood

up)

Me:Ihavetogo.

Nomhle:Whatbu...

(Iwentbacktothecaranddrovebackhome.They

werehavingbreakfast)

Zayn:HeyLali...mommadepancakes...comeand

eat.

(Ihadtearsinmyeyes.)

Kayla:Laliareyouokay?Whereareyoucoming

from?

Me:IwenttoseeNomhle.

Kayla:Okay...iseverythingalright.

Me:Pleaseexcuseme.

(iranupstairs.Igotinsidemybedroomandcried.

YesiwasagainstNomhlebeingpregnant.ButIwas

goingtosupport.EverythingIsaidIsaidourof

anger.Butwhathappenedtoherbaby.Iclosedmy

eyes.IsawMikegoingtoadoctorandthreatening



thedoctor.Afterthatthedoctorgavehimsomepills

ofwhichheputinNomhle'smilkshake.Iwas

breathingveryquicklynow.Iheldmychest.Why

wouldMikekillhisownbaby.Somethingisnotright

.Isobbed.Icouldn'thelpmybestfriend.Tony

cameinsideandlocked.)

Me:Tony...I'mnotinmoodplease.

(Hesaidnothing.Hejustsetnexttomeand

cuddled.Icriedevenmore.IknowTonyhasbeen

actingverybadtowardsme.Buthe'salwaysthere

forme.Healwaysfindawaytocomfortme.Heis

theonlypersonIusuallytellwhensomethingis

botheringme.AftersometimeIstoppedcrying.)

Tony:Nowyoucantellmewhathappened.

Me:Nomhleispregnant.

Tony:So?

(Ican'ttellhimwhatIsaw.Hewillstartaskingme

howandstaff.)

Me:Ijustfeelsorryforhermom.She'sveryfragile.

She'sgoingtobeheartbrokenwhenshehearsthat



herdaughterispregnant.

Tony:Mhh...whosebabyisshecaring.

Me:Mike'sbaby.

(Weremainedlikethatforsometime.Hethan

liftedmychinuptofacehim.Heleanedoverand

kissedme.Ireturnedthekiss.Wasdisturbedbya

callfromAustin.Iclearedmythroat.)

Me:Ihavetotakethis.

(Tonyleftmyroom)

Me:Hello.

Austin:Mhh....heyLali...howareyou?

Me:I'mnotreallyfinehowareyou.

Austin:NowthatIhaveheardyourvoice.I'mfeeling

waybetter.

(OKAY)

Austin:Iwashopingyoucouldcomeover.Ihave

somethingtodiscusswithyou.

Me:I'msorrybutIcan't.Iwillseeyoutomorrow.



Austin:Okaythere'snoproblem.Bye

Me:Bye.

(Itookmyphoneandstarteddoingaresearch

aboutwheretofindDrugiomin.Iwrotedownfew

things.Ifoundthemap.Isaveditonmyphone.I

wentdownstairs.)

Me:Girlslet'sgoout.

Addison:Really.Letmegoandchange.

(inlessthan15minutestheycameback.Wegotto

thecar.Iwasdriving.Wegottothemall.Westarted

bydoingshopping.Weboughtsomanymatching

things.Wethandecidedtogotoacinema.After

thatwewenttoMacdonald.Weordered.Aftersome

timeourorderscameandweate.Ijustneededto

coolofalittle.)

Tony'sPOV

IknewthatLalilovesme.Iwasfeelingveryhappy.

Thekisswassowarm.Wereallyconnected.Ikept



thinkingaboutit.Ireceivedacallfromuncle.

Him:Heymyboyhowareyou.

Me:I'mfineuncle.Everythingisperfectlyfineinmy

life.

Him:Mhh...itsaboutthatgirlyouweretalkingabout

.

Me:Yeah...shelovesme.

Him:Didshetellyouthat

Me:Nobutheractionssaysitall.Todayweeven

kissed.

Him:That'sgood.

Me:SowhatdidIdotoreceiveacallfromyou?

Him:Son...they'rerumorsgoingaroundthatthe

werewolvesaregoingtoattackthebeasts.

Me:So

Him:Wewillalsogothere.

Me:Butwhybecauseit'sbetweenthemnotus.



Him:TheAdilawon'tletitpeopledie.TheAdilawill

comeoutofthewholeit'shidingfromandfightfor

itpeople.WewillfinallyfindoutwhoistheAdila.

Thanwecandealwithitonceandforall.

Me:Wow...youareverysmartuncle.Sowhenwill

thathappen.

Him:I'mnotreallysurebutsoon.Iwillfindmore

informationandIformyouokay?

Me:Sure.

Him:Ihavetogonow.

(Ijustcan'twaittokilltheAdila.Mylifeislikethis

becauseofit.)

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Nomhle'sPOV



Icouldn'tsleep.Ihadabdominalpains.Ikept

tossingandturning.Ilookedatthetimeit00:09.I

lookedatMikehewasfastasleep.Iwokeupand

wenttodrinkwaterinthekitchen.Mystomachfelt

heavy.Idon'tthinkthat'snormalforapregnant

woman.Iwentbacktothebedroom.Thepainsgot

stronger.Iwasnowcrying.Mikewokeup.

Him:Babe?Babeareyouokay?

(Icriedevenmore)

Him:what'sgoingon

(Hewentandswitchedthelightson.Hiseyes

widened)

Him:Babeyou'rebleeding.What'shappening.

(IlookedatmyselfIwasIndeedbleeding.Istarted

panicking.Mikecarriedmetohiscarandwedrove

tothehospital.Wegotintothehospital.They

immediatelytookmetoICU.Iwasbleedingso

much.Istartedfeelingdizzy.Ipassedout.)



Mike'sPOV

Verygood.Nowit'stimeforstepthreeofmyplan.

IdialedLali'snumberandcalledher.

Me:Lali...pleasehurrytothehospital.Nomhleis

here.Pleasehurry.

Her:Whathappened?

Me:Shewascomplainingaboutpains.WhenI

lookedathershewasbleeding.Idecidedtotaketo

thehospital.

Her:OkayI'mcoming.Pleasesendmethenameof

thehospitalshe'sat.

Me:Okay.

(Isentit.Aftersometimeshearrived.Ijustthrew

myselfather.Shepushedmeveryhardand

slappedmetwice.Iheldmycheek.Ijustlookedat

her)



Her:Don'tyoudarepretendtobehonest.Youknow

verywellwhatyoudidtoher.You'retheonewho

gavehertheabortionpills.

(okaywhotoldher.)

Me:What?WhywouldIkillmyownbaby.

Her:Iamsupposedtoaskyouthat.Whywouldyou

killyourownbay...whyMike.

(Ijustkeptquiet.Shesetdownonthechairs.Ialso

setdown.)

Lali'sPOV

Itwasnow5amandtheDoctorhasn'ttoldus

anythingnorcameoutoftheICU.Iwenttoget

coffeeformyself.Isetdownagain.Idecidedtocall

Kaylamom.

Her:Hello.

Me:Heymomsorrytowakeyouup.Ijustwanted



toletyouknowthatI'mnotathome.I'matthe

hospitaltoseemyfriend.

Her:Whyisshesick.

Me:Notreally...

Her:OkayIwillletyourfatherknow.

(Shehangedup.Idon'tknowifIshouldletMrs

Khumaloknowornot.IfItellhernowshewillstart

panicking.IwillcallhereafterIhaveseenNomhle.

Thedoctorcameoutandmadehiswaytous)

Him:AreyouguysMissNomhle'sfamily?

(IlookedatMike.)

Me:I'mhersister.

Doc:Andyousir?

Mike:I'mherboyfriend.

(Mxm)

Doc:Doesanyoneofyouknowwhyshetook

abortionpills?



Mike:What?Abortionpills?

(Ijustlookedathim.He'spretendingasifhe

doesn'tknow.Whereashe'stheonewhogaveher

them.)

Doc:shelostthebaby.Thepillsshetookarevery

powerfulanddangerous.Therewasnochanceof

savingthebaby.

Me:Howisshedoctor?Canweseeher?

Doc:She'sstillunconscious.She'snowoutof

danger.Wewilltakehertoherwardsoyoucansee

her.

(TheDoctorwentaway.Aftersometimehecalled

ustoseeher.Iwentinside.Shewassleepingso

peacefully.Ispentafewminuteswithher.Ineedto

goandbathIwillcomeseeheragain.Iwenthome.

TheywerejustwatchingTV)

Kayla:How'syourfriend.

Me:Shemiscarried.

Zia:OhhshamepoorNomhle.How'sshe.

Me:She'sstillunconscious.I'mgoingbacktothe



hospitalafterI'mdonebathing.Whenshewakesup

Iwanttobethereforher.

Kayla:You'reagoodfriendLalidear.

(Ismiledandwentupstairs.MrsKanehasbeen

verynicelately.Shehasbeenverynicetoallofus.

Ijusthopeshe'snotplottinganydistractionsand

evilthings.Iwentupstairsandbathed.Ithandrove

backtothehospital.WhenIgotthereshewas

awake.IbroughtherfoodfromNando's.)

Me:Hey...

Nomhle:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:What?Icametoseeyou.

Nomhle:WhyLali?Whydidyoukillmybaby?

Me:What?...me?K...killyourbaby?

Nomhle:YESYOUKILLEDMYBABY.THEDOCTOR

SAIDTHEABORTIONPILLSTHATIDRANKWERE

PUTONMYFOOD.ANDYESTERDAYYOUMADE

FOODFORME.YOUHATEDTHEFACTTHATI

WASPREGNANT.



(IwassoheartbrokenthatNomhlethinksIcould

killherbaby.Iwouldneverdoanythingtohurther.

Myeyeshadtears.)

Me:Nomhle...youknowmeverywell.Iwouldnever

doanythingtohurtyou.Icareforyousomuch.

(Iwascrying)

Nomhle:DON'TYOUDAREPRETENDTOCAREFOR

MEWITHYOURCROCODILETEARS.LALIIDON'T

EVERWANTTOSEEYOU.NEVERAGAIN.IFYOU

SEEMECOMINGYOURWAY.CHANGEDIRECTION.

BECAUSEIFISOMEHOWFINDYOU...IWILLKILL

YOU.

(Mikegotin.Itookmybedandwasabouttoleave

.)

Nomhle:AndLalidon'tleaveyourpoisonedfood

here.

(Itookitandwenttothecar.Idrovebackhome.I

justwenttomybedroomandlockedthedoor.I

criedmyselftosleep.AftersometimeIwaswoken

upbyAustin'scall.)



Me:Hello.

Him:Hey...whenshouldIfetchyou.

Me:I'msorryI'mnolongercoming.

Him:Laliareyouokay?

Me:Ihavetogonowbye.

(Ihangedup.I'mnotinthemoodtotalktoanyone.)

Mike'sPOV

Nomhlewasdischargedtoday.Shesaidshedon't

wanttobeinthehospitalnow.Wegothome.She

lookedveryangry.

Me:HowdareLalikillmybaby...IswearwhenIsee

her...I'mgoingtokillherwithmyownhands.

Nomhle:Leavethattome.Iwillbetheonetokill



her.Shekilledmyfirstbaby.I'mnotgoingtolether

livehappy.Shewillpaywithherlifeforwhatshe

did.

Me:But..

Nomhle:No...Iwilldoit.Youcanonlyhelpmeby

tellingmehowIcangetridofher.

Me:babeareyousure?

Nomhle:Ihaveneverbeenthissureinmylife.I'm

goinghometoday.Iwillwaitforyourcalltotellme

howandwhenitmusthappen.

(That'smygirl.Shewentupstairsandtookherbag)

Nomhle:Pleasedropmeoffathome.

Me:okay.

(Idrovehertoherhouse.Ikissedhershewentin.

Thisiscalledforcelebration.Icalledmysister.We

needtocelebrate.Idrivetohome.Mysisterwas

busyonherlaptop.)

Me:Heyyoungone.



Her:Ohhey...howareyou.

Me:I'mfine.

Her:Sohowarethingsgoing?

Me:Shesaidshe'stheonewhowillkillLali.

Her:Wowthatwentfast.Ithoughtitwasgoingto

takeherforever.

Me:That'swhyIcamehere.Sowecancelebrate.

Ourplanisworking.

(Shewentandcamebackwithtwoglassesabottle

ofwhiskeyandwine.Ipouredmyselfaglass.)

Her:let'sgoandsitatthepatio.

Him:Cool.

(Wewentthere.)

Me:Sohowismomdoing.

Her:Thereisnoimprovement.She'sstillthesame.

Me:Ican'twaittoseeNomhlepullingatriggerat

Lali.

Her:Ican'twaittoo.ThebestpartisLaliwon'tbe



abletodoanything.Shewouldneverharmnorkill

herfriend.

Me:Yeahthat'swhyIchoseNomhle.

Nomhle'sPOV

Igothomeandsoakedmyselfinthebath.I'm

goingtotellmymomeverything.Sheneedsto

knowthatherpreciousLalikilledmybaby.Igotout

ofthebathandputonmytracksuits.Iwent

downstairs.Shewasbusywithacall.Iwaitedfor

heruntilshewasdone.

Her:Nomhledear...what'shappening?What's

happeninginyourlife.Wherehaveyoubeen.

Me:That'snotimportantrightnow.MomLalihas

hurtme.Shehasbrokenme.

Her:What?Laliwouldneverdothat.Iknowher

verywell.



Me:Momyoudon'tknowher.

(Iwasnowcrying)

Her:Nomhledearwhathappened?

(Shesetnexttomeandmademelayonherthighs.

Shewasbrushingmyhair.)

Me:Mom...shekilledmybaby?.shekilledit.

(Shestoodup)

Her:Ini?(what?

Me:YesmomIwasgoingtotellyou.MyIwas

pregnantMike'schild.Helovesmemom.Heis

goingtomarryme.

(Sheslappedmesohard)

Her:areyouevenhearingyourself.Nomhleyou're

tooyoungtothinkaboutgettingmarried.Ihave

donesomanythingsforyou.Imadesureyoudon't

sufferorendupdependingonaman.

Me:MomMikelovesme.

(Sheslappedmeagain)



Her:STOPTELLINGMEABOUTYOURSHIT

BOYFRIEND.DOYOUHEARME?YOUHAVE

FORGOTTENMEISEE.

(shewentupstairsandcamebackwithabelt.She

startedwhippingme)

Me:mom!please...pleasestop...I'msorrymom...it

willneverhappen.I'mverysorry.

(Shestopped.Shewasevensweating.Sheset

downandstartedcrying)

Her:Youreallyknowhowtobreakmyheart.We

havebeenthroughsomuch.Youhaveseenyour

stepdadabusingme.Andyetyoustillwanttohave

ahusband.

(Ijustkeptquiet.Shehelpedmestandupandtook

metomyroom.Sheranabathformeandputsalt

in.Mybodywashurting.Shedidanumberonme.

Iwasnowsittingatthebath.Shewasbusyhelping

mebath.)

Her:I'msorrymybaby.I'msorryI...

Me:Nomom...Iunderstand.Youwereveryangry.



ActuallyI'mtheoneatfault.I'mverysorryfor

disappointingyou.

(Shecuppedmyface)

Her:Weallmakemistakesinlife.Pleasepromise

meyouwillneverinyourlifehidesomethingfrom

me.

Me:Ipromise.

Her:SowhatdidLalido...

(Itoldherabouteverythingshedid)

Her:That'sunlikeher...I'msurethere'ssome

misunderstanding.Laliwouldneverhurtyou.

Me:Ifirstdidn'tbelieveit.Butafterthedoctorsaid

thepillswereputonmyfood.Ifeltsoshuttered.I

neverthoughtLaliwouldhurtme.ThanksGodI'm

stillalive.Becausethedoctorsaidthepillsthatshe

gavemeareverydangerous.

Her:ohhthanksGod.IneedtocallLali.Ineedto

hearhersideofthestory.

Me:ohhsoyoudon'tbelieveme.



Her:Idomydear...Ijustwanttoaskherwhat

reallyhappened.Whywouldshecauseyouso

muchpain.

(Shewentout.YouwouldbetLaliisherdaughter.

Shecaresforhermorethanshecaresforme.I

slowlydriedmyselfandputonmypjsandwentto

sleep)

MrsKhumalo'sPOV

I'msurethere'ssomemisunderstanding.Laliwould

neverdothattoNomhle.SomeoneisframingLali.

ShetakeNomhleashersister.Theyhavebeen

friendsforyears.Whywouldshehurthernow.Lali

hasaverygoodheart.Shewillneverevenhurtafly.

Icalledherandaskedhertocomeover.Shearrived

andthrewherselftome.Shecried.Ibrushedher

back.



Me:Don'tworrymydear.Iknowyoudidn'tdoit.I

knowyouwillneverhurther.

(Shecontinuedcrying)

Me:it'sfinebaby.

(Igaveheraglassofwater.)

Me:Nowtellmewhatreallyhappened.

Her:Well...YesterdayNomhlecalledmeandsaid

shewantstoseeme.Ididn'twanttobutshe

pleasedmetocome.WhenIgotthereher

boyfriendsaidhe'sleavingIshouldpreparehera

breakfast.Iwenttothekitchenandpreparedit.she

toldmethatshewantstometotellyouthatshe's

pregnant.WhileIwasstillsittingIsaw...

(Ican'ttellherthat.)

Her:erhmm...Ithanwentbackhome.Inthemiddle

ofthenight.Herboyfriendcalledmeandtoldme

she'sintheICU.

(There'ssomethingthatLaliishidingfromme.I

wonderwhatisit.Ijusthopeshedidn'tdoit.)

Nomhle:Ithinkyouforgotthepartwhereyouslept



me.

(IlookedatLali)

Her:YesIsleptyoubecauseIloveyou.Icarefor

you.Iwasveryangry.

Nomhle:MhhIsee...yourangerledyoutokillmy

baby.

Her:That'snottrueNomhle.

Me:LaliIthinkyoushouldleave.

Her:What?

Me:Please.

(Sheslowlygotupandwent.)

TWODAYSLATER

Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupandwentdownstairs.Everyonewas

sittingatthetablehavingbreakfast.Theyalllooked



atme.Iknowwhy.Ihavebeenlockingmyself

inside.Ididn'twanttotalktoanyone.Itwasjustme

andmyGod.IhavebeentryingtogettoNomhlebut

sheignoresmycallsandmessages.Iendedup

sendingheralongassmessage.Itoldherthat

Mikeistheonewhokilledherbaby.Ialsotoldher

thatifshehatesmeit'sfinethefeelingismutual.

I'mtiredoffeelingguiltyforsomethingIdidn'tdo.

WhenalltheapparitionswarnedmeaboutNomhleI

neverbelievedthem.NowIseewhattheymeant.

Jase:Finallyyoudecidedtocomeout.

(Ifaintlysmiled)

Me:I'msorryforpushingallofyouaway.Iwasjust

goingthroughalot.ButI'mfinenow.

MrsKane:Laliwearefamily.Weshareoursorrows

andhappiness.

(Everyonelookedather.Okay.Issherepentingor

it'sjustpretence.)

Me:IknowandI'msorry.



(weallate.MomKaylastooduptothekitchen.

Sheheldherstomach.)

Me:Areyouokaymom?

Kayla:yeah...

Dad:Areyousure.

(Suddenlyherwaterbroke.Weallstoodupand

wenttoher.Dadheldher.Hetookhertothe

hospital.Weallwentthere.Dadwentinwithher.

Whileshewasstillgivingbirth.InoticedMrsKane

crying.Iwenttoher.)

Me:Areyouokay?

Her:NO!...ermmm...sorryI'mfine.Thesearetears

ofjoy.I'mhappythatyourfatherwillnowhave

anotherson.

Me:MhhIsee.

(Weallwaitedoutside.Ikeptquietprayingthat

everythinggoeswell.Afterhours.Itwasnow



afternoon.Dadcameoutwearingaverybigsmile.

Weallwenttohim)

Me:Ismomandthebabyfine.

Dad:Yes...shegavebirthtoaverybeautifuland

chubbybabyboy.

(Wewereallhappywewentintoseeher.She

lookedverytired.Icuppedherface)

Me:Howareyoufeelingmommy.

Kayla:(Shesmiled)I'mjusttired.

(Iwenttothebaby.Ilookedatit.Ididasmall

prayer.)

Me:MayGodprotectyoulittlechamp.

(Wewereallveryhappy.Sheandthebabywillbe

dischargedtomorrow.Weallwenthome.Dad

chosetostaywiththem)

Zia:guysdon'ty'llthinkweshouldthrowa

welcomingpartyforthebabyandKaylamo..

(MrsKanejustwentupstairs)

Me:Thatsoundsgreat.



(Weallwenttothemalltobuythingswewillneed.

AndIbumpedintoAustin.Hewasgoingwith

anotherwoman.Shelookedverybeautiful.They

wereholdinghands.Ifeltmyheartbrake.Idon't

knowwhy.Ifeltangerbuildingup.Idecidedtogo

tothem)

Me:HeyAustin.

Austin:Lali?Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Austin:goodtoo.Longtimenosee.

Me:Yeah...hey.

Austin:OhhthisismyPAEmilia.EmiliathisisLali

erhmm...my...

Me:Girlfriend...I'mhisgirlfriend.Nicetomeetyou

girly.

(Idon'tknowwhyIsaidthat.Anywaysshekept

givingmenastylookswhenIwasbusytalkingto

Austin.)



Me:IwillvisityouwhenIgettime.

Austin:Iwouldveryhappy.Itwasniceseeingyou.

Me:Likewise.Ihavetogonowbye.

(Iwentbacktomygirls.)

Addison:MhhIsee...someonehasaboyfriend.

What'shisname?

Me:He'snotmyboyfriend.He'sjustafriend.

Zia:Mhhafriend.Buthewaslookingatyoulike

you'rehisgirlfriend.Itlikehislifedependedonyou.

(Iplayfullyhither)

Me:Stopitnow.Didyouguysgeteverything.

Zia:Yeahwecangonow.

(wedrovebackhome.Westarteddecorating.The

cookingwewilldointhemorning.Wefinishedand

wenttosleep.Addi,ZiaandIslepttogetherinmy

room)



Austin'sPOV

Laliisalwaysbeautiful.Lookingatherjustmake

myheartdance.Isawthatshewasangrythat

whenshesawmewalkingwithEmilia.Anyways

Emiliawassleepingoveratmyhousetoday.She

hasbeentryingtohavesexwithme.ButIjustdon't

feellikeit.IfeellikeIwouldbecheatingLali.Ithink

IloveLali.IfinallyunderstandthewayIhavebeen

feelingabouther.It'slove.Whenshecomesover.I

willtellhereverything.

MrsKane'sPOV

Ican'tdoitanymore.Ican'tpretendanymore.But

eversinceIstarted.Myhusbandhasbeenspending

timewithmetoo.IguessIwillhavetocontinue

withthepretence.AtthehospitalIwasso

heartbroken.Irememberedthedaymyhusband

toldmethatIlostmybabies.ThepainIwent

throughwasslowlyreoccurring.WhenLalicameto



me.Ialmostsnapped.Sothekidsarebusy

preparingforKaylaandthebaby.Iwentdownstairs

tohelp.Aftereverythingwasdonewewaitedfor

them.Theyarrived.Thekidssaidsurprise.Kayla

wasveryhappy.

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Nomhle'sPOV

WellthingsbetweenmymomandIaregoingvery

well.ShehasdistancedherselffromLali.Inow

spendmostofmytimewithher.SoIwasgetting

readytogomeetMikeandKiara.Wehavebeen

verybusyplanningLali'sdeath.Theyeventoldme

thatLaliwasresponsiblefortheirfather'sdeath.I

wasn'tsurprised.AfterwhatLalididtomybaby.I

finallysawhertruesideandthatshe'scapableof



killingaperson.Soaskedthedrivertotakemeto

Mike'splace.ItoldmomthatIwillsleepover.To

mysurpriseshejustgavemethemorningafterpill.

Iarrived.Theyweresittingatthepatiohaving

drinks.Igreetedthem.IsatnexttoKiara.I'mnow

moreclosetoherthanherbrother.Westarted

chatting.Itwasverynice.Theyalsotoldmewhen

wecanimplementourplan.Iwillbetheonetokill

herandIcan'twaittofinallyfindjusticeformy

deceasedbaby.

Tony'sPOV

Lalihasbeenignoringmelately.Shewasinher

room.Igotin.Shewasbusysmilingonherphone.I

hopeshe'snotseeingsomeone.Ilockedthedoor.

Me:Hey.

Her:ohheyTony...

Me:Howareyou.



Her:I'mgoodandyou.

Me:I'mgood.

(Isatnexttoherinbed.Imadeherfaceme.Itried

tokissherbutshepushedme)

Me:What?

Her:.Erhmm...TonyI'mreallysorry.Ican'treally.It

justfeelsweird.Ijustcan't.

Me:ButLalitheotherdayyou...

Her:Itwasamistake.Atotalmistake.Iwasfeeling

downandneededashouldertocryon.Youcameto

myrescueandcomfortedme.Thingsledto

another.Butreallypleasetrytoforgetit.

(Itriedtokissheragain)

Her:Tonyno...this...us...itwon'tworkreally.

(Iwasveryangry.IgotoutandwenttoAddison

downstairs.)

Me:CanItalktoyouupstairs.

Addi:Sure.



(Shefollowedmetomyroom.Whenshegotin.I

lockedthedoorandpinnedheronit.Istarted

kissingherandundressingher.Icarriedhertobed

andgotbetweenherlegs.Wewerebothnaked.I

startedgoinginandoutofher.)

Odin'sPOV

IhavetryingtogettoLali.Butshenolonger

answersmyDMs.IaskedZiatogivehernumber

onWhatsApp.Shedid.Iinvitedher.Shewas

online.

___________________________________________

Me:Heyit'sOdin.

Her:Hi.

Me:Howareyoudoing.

Her:Wellandyou.



Me:Welltoo.YouhavebeenignoringmyDmssoI

decidedtoaskZiaforyournumber.Ihopeyoudon't

mind.

Her:NahIdon't.

Me:Erhmm...LaliIkindawishtoknowyou.

Her:youknowme.

Me:NoI...meanlikegooutonadatewithyou.

Her:MhhIsee.

Me:Isthatayes.

Her:Ireallydon'tknow.I'mverybusythesedays.

Me:Pleaseletmeknowwhenyou'reavailable.

Her:Okay.How'sAvanidoing.

Me:Wearenolongertogether

Her:Shame...whathappened.Becauseyouguys

werelovebirds.

Me:Wewerenolongerclicking.

Her:Shame...youguyslookedgoodtogether.

Me:Yeahwedid.ButInowwanttomoveonand



findsomeonecanspendmostofmytimewith.

Her:Goodluckonthat.

___________________________________________

Kayla'sPOV

Ihaveneverbeenthishappyinmylife.Kanehas

beentreatingmelikeaqueen.Ihavenothingto

complainabout.Myexhusbandnevertreatedme

likethis.Hewasajerk.Iwasbreastfeedingmy

baby.He'sreallycute.Helooksmorelikehisdad.

Mysisterwife'ssuddenchangedoesnotsitmewell.

Shecan'tjustchangetoagoodwoman.Shehated

mesomuch.Whyisshenowbeingnice.Anyways

Kanegotin.

Him:Hellomypeople.

Me:Heydaddy.



Him:Kayla...Thankyouverymuch.Thankyoufor

makingmethehappiestmanintheworld.Youare

kindheartedandloving.Youhaveshoweredallmy

childrenwithlove.Ireallyappreciateyou.Andfor

that.Willyoupleasemarryme.

(Hekneltdownandtookoutasmallbox.He

openedit.Itwasaring.Averybeautifulring.Iput

thebabybackintoitcot.Iwasnowintears.I

nodded)

Me:YesathousandtimesYes.

(Hesliditonmyfinger.Ilookedatit.Itwasvery

beautifulandhadpurediamonds.)

Me:Iloveyou...Iwillforeverloveyou.

(Hekissedme.)

Him:Thanksforsayingyes(Hekissedmeagain.)I

havetogonow.Iloveyou.

(Iwentdownstairsandcalledeveryone.Itoldthem

thattheirdadjustproposedtome.)



Lali:Wow...itlookssoexpensiveandbeautiful.

Me:Itisbabe.

Zia:Wow.

Zayn:Dadissocool.

(MrsKaneandhuggedme.Itwasaverycoldone.

Ihopeshe'snotpretending.)

Lali'sPOV

Anywayswecelebrated.Kaylamomlookedso

happy.SoIwentupstairstogetready.Ipromised

Austintovisithim.Iknowitlatebutiwon'tstay

long.ItoldeveryonethatI'mgoingtoMat'shouse.I

putonmyskinnyrippedjean,Van'stshirtand

sneakers.Itookthecarkeysanddrovetohisplace.

IparkeditandwentIinside.Thelightswere

switchedoff.Therewasatablethathastwochairs.



Redcandleswerelit.IhopeIdidn'tcomeatawrong

time.Maybehe'shavingadinnerwithhiswife.Just

whenIwasabouttogoouthesaid.

Him:Whereareyougoingto?

(Iturnedbackandlookedathim.Hewaswearinga

suit.Helookshandsome.Hemadehiswaytome.

Helookedatmeandlaughed)

Me:What?

Him:Noit'snothing.Pleasegoupstairstomyroom

andputonthedressthat'sonthebed.I'mgoingto

havedinnerwithyouwearingaJean.

(Iwasstillamazedbyhishandsomeness.Iwent

upstairs.Itwasablackdress.Iputiton.Itwas

huggingmybodyperfectlyanditwasn'ttooshot.

Therewasalsoblackstilettosonthefloor.Iput

themon.Iwonderhowheknewmysize.Inoticed

thatthepictureofhiswifewasnolongeronthewall.

Iwonderwhathappenedtothetwoofthem.



AnywayIwentdownstairs.AsImademywayto

him.Hewasbusystaringatmewithhiseyeswide

open.Youwouldswearhe'sseeingaghost..

Me:Hellomr.

Him:Wow...you..youlooksobeautiful.

Me:Thanks.

Him:pleasesitdown.

(Hepulledachairforme.Awaiterbroughtfood.

Heevenhiredwaiters.Dvsn-Hallucinationswas

playing.Wefinishedeating.)

Me:itwasgreat.

Him:I'mgladyoulikedit.

(Ijustsmiled)

Him:Mywifedied.

Me:I'mverysorryIdidn'tknow.

Him:wewilltalkaboutallthatsomeotherday.Lali

Iloveyou.

(Ilookedathim.Isoftlysaid)



Me:Iloveyoutoo.

(Itcameoutasawhisper.Hestoodupandputhis

handsaroundmywaistandkissedme.Thekiss

wasveryslowandpassionate.Hecarriedme

upstairs.Wegotintohisroom.Hecarefullyplaced

meonthebed.Hegotontopofme.Hecontinued

kissingme.Hewouldleavemymouththansuck

myneck.Hewasonlyinhisbriefs.Hestoodupand

tookthemoff.Ilookedathismanhoodhewasvery

huge.Iswallowedhard.)

Me:Erhmm...let'sgobackandeat.

(Hejustsmiledandgotbetweenmylegsagain.He

kissedmeagain.Ifelthimtryingtopushhisdickin

mycookie.)

Him:fuck...you'resotightlove.

(IwasverynervousIwon'tlie.Hetriedforacouple

oftime.IthanfeltsomepainandIscreamed.I

closedmyeyesthanhestopped)

Him:pleaselookatme.

(Islowlyopenedmyeyes.)



Him:Pleasetrustme...it'sgoingtohurtalittlebut

don'tforgetIloveyou.

(Ijustnodded.Hekissedmeonemoretimeand

pushedhimselfinagain.Ifeltaveryextremepain

andiscreamedoutloudwithmytearscomingout.

Hestoppedandwipedmytears.)

Him:lookatmeplease.

(Idid)

Him:IloveyouandLaliImeanit.EversinceIlayed

myeyesonyou.Ihaven'tbeenabletostopthinking

aboutyou.

(Hekissedmeagain)

Him:iloveyou.

Me:iloveyoutoo.

(Hestartedmovingslowdeepinsideme.Iclosed

myeyesbecauseitwasverypainful.Hewentin

andoutofmewhilegroaning.Theroomwasfilled

withmoansandgroans.Hepulledmyrightlegup

andcontinuedgoinginandoutofme.Hewasnow

movingveryfast.Ifelthisbodytensingup.He



wentmorefast.MylegsshookandIgrabbedhis

backmoretight.Hedidn'tstop.Heincreasedmore

andfinallystoppedandthanIfelthimreleasesome

liquid.Hiswolfreactedandmadeabiggrowl.And

mybeastdidthesame.He'stheone.Hewas

breathingsohard.Herestedontopofme.He

kissedmeagain.)

Him:Thankyou.

(Ijustsmiled.Hegotupandwenttothebathroom.

Iheardwaterrunning.Hethancamebackwitha

warmtowel.HewipedmeasIhadblood.After

thathecarriedmebridalstyleandgentlyputmein

thebath.Mycookiewasinfirebutassoonas

waterhitit.Itbecamebetter.Aftersometimehe

joinedmein.Hecarriedmeagaintobed.Theduvet

waschanged.HegavemehistshirtIputitonand

sleep.I'mverytired.)

Addison'sPOV

Tonywasn'thimself.Hewasbusygoinginandout



ofme.Buthewasn'tlookingatme.Icuppedhis

face.Hewassweating.

Me:Areyouokay?

Him:Yeah.

(Hedidn'tstophumpingme.Istoppedhimbefore

hecouldevenreleasehisjuicesonme.)

Him:WTF

Me:ifyoudon'ttellmewhat'sbotheringyou.Iwill

goandsleepwithZia.

Him:Comeon

(Hetriedkissingme.Ijuststoodupandwentto

thebathroom.Hefollowedme)

Him:OkayI'msorry.Mymindisjustoccupied.

Me:pleaseclosethedooronyourwayout.

(Hecameclosetome.Ipushedhim)

Me:No.

(Heslammedthedoorandwentbacktohis



bedroom.Itookaquickshower.Tonyhasbeen

behavingverystrangelately.I'msurethere's

anothergirlinhislife.Butwhywouldhecheaton

me.IlovehimwholeheartedlyandmakesureI

satisfyhimwitheverything.Iputonmypjsand

slept.)

Austin'sPOV

IwasbusystaringatLali.She'smorecutewhen

she'ssleeping.Icuddledher.Ican'tbelievethat

she'smygirlfriend.Anymenwouldkilltobewith

her.HehasbrokenthewallIbuiltinmywall.I

neverthoughtIwilleverloveagain.Iloveherso

much.AndIthinkI'malreadyobsessedtoher.It

wasnowearlyinthemorning.Igotbetweenher

legsandkissedher.Shesmiledandreturnedthe

kiss.Itriedpushingmydickinbutitwouldn'tgoin.

Aftersometimeitfinallyslidin.Sheclosedher

eyes.Ihelpedhertakeoffmytshirtthatshewas

wearing.Ikissedher.Istartedmovingslowlyin



her.)

Me:Fuck!

(Istartedincreasingmypacewhilegroaning.Her

moansmadememovefastevenmore.Aftersome

timeIpulledout.Iputbothherlegsonmy

shouldersandslidback.Istartedmovingfast

again.Sheheldmetootight.Ipoundedhersohard

shewasscreaming)

Her:A..Austin!

(Ikissedher.Stillmovingfast.Herbodyshookbut

Ididn'tstop.Ihitithardthroughoutherorgasm.I

wentinandoutofherfast.AftersometimeIpulled

outandcarriedhertothebathroom.Igentlyputher

ontopofthecupboardfortowels.Shewrappedher

legsaroundmywaist.Istartedmovingslowlyin

her.Aftersometimemygriponherwaistbecame

tightandIincreasedmypace.Ikeptincreasingmy

pace.Anotherorgasmhither.Ididn'tstop.I

continuedmovingfastinher.Iwentonandonuntil

Ifeltmybodytenseup.Iwentmoredeeperand

harder.IslammedintoherhardandcursedasI



wasreleasingmyjuicesinher.Ipulledoutand

gaspedforair.)

Me:Areyouokay.

(Shefaintlysmiled)

Her:I'mokay...butmycookieisnot.

Me:Nccoo...I'msorrybabe.

(Iwentdownandkissedit.Webothtookashower.

Ipinnedherontheglasswallofitandcarriedher.I

startedmovingveryfastinher.Sheheldontome

tightasorgasmhitusboth.Ikissedherwe

finishedbathing.Icarriedhertobed.Istarted

applyinglotiononherbody.Igavehermy

sweatpantandatshirt.)

Me:I'mgoingtobuyfood.Iwillbebacksoon.

(Shejustnoddedanddriftedofftosleep.Mybabe

isreallytired.Itookthecarkeysandwenttothe

Pharmacy.Iboughtherthemorningafterpill.I

wenttoMacdonaldandorderedburgersanddrink.

Idrovebackhome.Iputeverythingonthetablein

thekitchen.Iwentupstairstowakeherup.Ikissed



herforehead)

Me:I'mback...let'sgoandeat.

Her:Sure.

(Shestoodup.Shewasstrugglingtowalk.Ijust

laughedather.Shelookedatmeveryangry.)

Me:ermm...letmehelpyou.

Her:I'mfine...continuelaughing.

(Ijustcarriedhertothelounge.Ibroughtherfood.

Westartedeating.AftershewasdoneItook

everythingtothekitchenandcamebackwithwater

andthepills.Igaveher.)

Her:Thankyou.

(shedrankthem.Wethancuddledonthecouch.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:15]Lynne: insert33

Kayla'sPOV



IjustcalledLalitocomebackhome.Iwasbusy

preparingdinnerforeveryone.Thebabywaswith

thegirls.Istartedsettingthetable.Iputeverything

there.Laliwalkedin.Shehadafunnywalk.A

mothercanseewhenhersomethinghappenedto

herdaughter.Andalsofeelthatherdaughterisno

longeravirgin.IknowI'mnotLali'sbiological

mother.ButIhaveconnectedverywellwithher.I

cansafelysayIknowherfromtoptobottom.Iwent

toherandwhisperedtoherear.

Me:CanItalktoyouupstairs.

Her:Sure.

(Shefollowedmetomyroom.WegotinandI

lockedthedoor.Wesetonthebed)

Me:SoHow'sMat.

(Hereyesmovedaround.)

Her:Erhmm...mhh...s..sh..she'sfine.

Me:MhhIsee.



(Icuppedherface)

Me:Lalidead...I'mveryfondofyou.Iloveand

careforyourdeeply.Itakeyouasmyown

daughter.Ijustwantyoutobehonestwithme.I

canseethatsomethinghaschangedaboutyou.I

alsoknowyouwerenotatMat'shouseIcanfeelit.

Laliamotherissomeoneyoucanshareyour

secretswith.Youcantrustme.Ipromiseto

supportyouineverythingdear.AllIwantfromyou

isopenyourheartforme.Letmeshowyoua

mother'slove.Letmetakeagoodcareofyou.I'm

notforcingyoutotellmethetruth.Butifyoudomy

heartwillbeatease.BecauseatthispointIdon't

knowifyouwereforcedor...

Her:erm...Mom...Ihaveaboyfriend.

(Shewasveryshy.)

Me:Okay...howlonghaveyoumethim.

Her:I'mnotsurereally.Butwemadethingsofficial

thedayIleftthishouse.

Me:Isee...andyouhavegivenhimyour...your.(I

clearedmythroat)youknowwhatImeanright.



(Sheheldherlaugh)

Her:Yeah...iknowitwastoosoonbutIfeltlikeit's

wasrightthingtodo.

Me:Mhhh...Isee...isheagoodguythough?Doyou

trusthimwithyourheart.

Her:Yeah...he'saniceguy.Hewasevengentle

withme.

Me:Lalidearmenareverydeceptive.Theyclaimto

begood,loving,supportiveandhonest.Whereas

theyarenot.BelievemeI'mtalkingoutof

experience.Ihavebeentheretoo.LaliIhavebeen

inatoxicmarriage.Whenweweredatinghewas

allniceandromantic.Afterwegotmarried.Things

changed.Hestartedcheatinganddisrespecting

meinfrontofhisfriends.Ibecamealaughing

stocktopeople.Differentgirlswouldtagmeon

socialintheirphotoswithhim.Theworstpartishe

neverhiditfrommethathewascheating.Istayed

withhim.BecauseIlovedhimandhewasalso

handsomeIwon'tlie.Lalidearloveisavery

dangerousandselfishthing.Loveisthemost



downfalltouswomen.Becausewelovewith

everythingwehave.Itmakesyouforgetaboutall

thepaintheoneyoulovecausedyou.Ibaredall

hischeatingwaysbutwhenhecheatedwithmy

sisterandtheywereevenexpectingababy.That's

whenIrealizedthatbystayingwithhimI'monly

makingfoolofmyself.Itrieddivorcinghimbuthe

don'tagreetosign.HekeptthreateningmethatifI

don'tcomebacktohim.Hewillkillme.Strange

right.Aftersomuchpainhehascausedme.He

stillwantstohurtmemore.WhyshouldIstaywith

someonewhodoesn'tvalueme.Someonewho's

selfishanddonotconsiderotherpeople'semotions.

Ihadgivenupinlove.Butyourfathercame.He

foundmebrokenbuthemendedallthepiecesof

mybrokenheart.IneverthoughtIwouldloveagain.

HereIamallhappywithhim.Hetrulylovesmeand

wantsbestoutofourrelationship.SowhatI'm

tryingtosayisdon'tletthelooksfoolyou.I'mnot

judgingyoudearbutIthinkyoushouldhaveatleast

spentmoretimewithhim.Understandhimand

knowwhatkindofapersonheis.Seeifheloves

youtrulyoronlywantsexfromyou.Beforeletting



himintoyoursacredplace.

(Sherestedherheadonmylap.)

Her:You'rethebestmother.YouknowsinceIgrew

upwithoutamotherfigureinmylife.Ihavealways

keptthingstomyself.Ihavealwaysmade

decisionsonmyown.TobehonestItaughtmyself

wrongsandrights.HowIwishIwasraisedbyyou.

Youareaverystrongwoman.

Me:I'mherenowdear.Wheneveryouwanttotalk

aboutsomethingbotheringyou.Youcancome

runningtome.Iwillneverturnmybackonyou.

You'remyfirstdaughter.

(Shesmiled.)

Me:Don'tgetmewrongaboutwhatIsaid.I'm not

tryingtomakeyoufeelguiltyforbecomingsexually

intimatewithyourboyfriend.Iwasjustwarning

you.

Her:Don'tworryIunderstandverywell.

Me:Andyoualsoknowthateverymotherwantsto

seetheirchildrenachieveinlife.Mancandelay



yoursuccess.Didyouguysuseprotection

Her:No...buthedidgivemeamorningafterpill.

Me:That'sbetter.LalidearIwantyoutobewith

thatguy.Spendmoretimewithhim.Butdeprive

himsex.Donotbecomesexuallyintimatewithhim

foramonthortwo.Thatwayyouwillbeabletosee

ifhetrulyloveyouorhe'sjustusingyouforsex.I

promiseyou.Youwon'tregretokay.

(Shenodded)

Me:Ishehandsomethough.Becauseyoucan't

justgiveyourcookietoababoonlookingguy

(Webothlaughed)

Her:Heisveryhandsome.

Me:mhhIsee.Becareful.Handsomemanarevery

loose.Theymovefromonegirltoanother.That's

whyIchoseyourdad.

(Webothlaughedevenmore)

Me:I'mjoking.Yourdadiswaytoohandsome.

EvennowwhenIlookathim .Igetwetatthesame

time.



(Welaughedevenmore)

Her:Itfeelssogoodtotalktoyouaboutthingslike

this.

Me:Iknowhey...Sohowwasyourfirsttime?

Painfulright

Her:Idon'tevenwanttotalkaboutit.

Me:Iknowhey...anywayletusgoandeat.I'msure

everyoneiswonderingwhywearenotbackyet.

(Westoodup)

Me:AndLalidear...fixyourwalk.Yourdadwill

noticethatsomethinghappened.

Her:okayIwilltry.

(wewentdownstairs.Everyonewasnowdone

eatingtheywerenowwatchingTV.Wetookour

foodandjoinedthem.)

Zia:Finallyyouhavebroughtoursisterback...I

wonderwhatwereyouguystalkingabout.

Me:itbetweenamotherandherdaughter.

Zia:Mhh.



Dad:Iwashopingwecouldhaveavacationsome

whereoutofthecountry.Justspendsometime

togetherasafamily.

Jase:Wowdadthatagoodidea.

MrsKane:SinceLalijoinedthisfamilywehaven't

wenttoanyvacationorjustgooutasafamily.

(Thatwasnotevennecessarytosay.Lalijust

smiledandshookherhead.Shesosweetthatone.

)

Me:Ithinkitagoodideatoo.Whatdoyougirlssay.

Zia:WearethousandtimesagreerightLali.

Lali:Eehmm...y..yeahIguess.

(IlookedatAddison.Shewaslookingdown)

Me:Addisonbaby...youarealsoamemberofthis

family.Sothere'snoneedtofeelexcluded.

(Shesmiled.I'mveryhappythatI'mabletoputa

smileonthefacesofthesechildren.Ijustlove

them.)

Dad:Sowherecanwegoto.



Me:Mhh...AnywhereawayfromGuateng.Whatdo

youguysthink.

Zia:let'stoMauritius.

MrsK:Yeahitevenbetterthere.

Dad:WhatdoyouthinkKayla.

Me:Aslongasthechildrenarehappytogothere.

I'mhappytoo.

Dad:Okay...Iwillcheckallmyschedulesfornext

weekthanwecango.

Me:Okay.

(WewatchedTVuntillate.Wethandecidedtoall

sleep.)

Lali'sPOV

IwasnowinmyroombusychattingwithAustin.

He'sreallyfunnyhey.Mystomachwasinstitches.

Isaidmygoodbyetohim.Iwasnowbusythinking

aboutwhatmomKaylasaid.IwillreallyputAustin



totestfortwomonths.Iwillnothavesexwithhim

forthenexttwomonths.ThanafterIcanseeifhe

reallylovesmeornot.ButamIsaying.Heismy

chosenafterall.Heisboundtoloveme.Butwe

cannotforcethings.Iwonderwhatwouldhappen

ifhimandIdon'tenduptogether.Likeifheisnot

themanofmydreams.Sometimestheseold

peoplewanttocontroloutlives.Likewhycan'tone

findapersontospendtherestofherorhislifewith

onhisownway.Whydotheyhavetochooseforus.

ButIdobelieveinAustin.Itrusthim.Butifhe

doesn'ttreatmewellIwillnotbeforcedtospend

therestofmylifewithhim.Comerainorstorm.I

willneverbewithsomeonewhodoesvalueyoume.

AfterwhatmomKaylasaidtome.Shehasshowed

meadifferentsideoflove.Shehasmademe

questionlove.I'mverygratefultohavesomeone

likeherinmylife.Ithandriftedtosleep.Iwasnow

earlyinthemorning.Iwaswokenupbyacallfrom

Mat.

Me:Heygirlfriend.



Mat:Heylove...I'mback.

(Isatupstraight)

Me:Really...I'mcomingtofetchandweare

definitelygoingout.

Mat:Ican'twaittoseeyou.Ihavealottotellyou

about.

Me:Ijustcan'twait.

(Itookabath.IreallylovebeingaroundMat.She

alwayshavesomethinginterestingtosay.Iwent

downstairsandhelpedKaylamomprepare

breakfast.)

Kayla:Youknowyourdadcanbestrange

sometimes.

Me:Whathedidnow

Kayla:Hedoesn'twantamaidhere.Why?

(Ijustshruggedmyshoulders.)



Kayla:Ihavetotalktohimaboutthat.Wecannot

alwaysdothecleaningandcooking.Atleastwe

cancook.Butcleaningisreallytiring.

Me:I'mgoingoutwithMattodayafternoonthough.

Her:MhhreallyMat?OrtheotherMaleMat.

(Ijustlaughed)

Me:Therealone.

Her:Okay.

(Wefinishedandthancalledeveryonedownstairs.

Weallstartedeating)

Zia:Laliwehavetogoanddoshoppingforthe

vacationtoday.

Me:erhmm...I'mreallysorry.I'mgoingoutwithMat

today.

Zia:Mhh...IneedtohaveaserioustalkwithMat.

She'shijackingyoufromus.

(Wealllaughed)

Zia:likeforreal...youvisitedherforawholethree

days.Againtodayyou'regoingoutwithher.



(IlookedatKaylamomandwelaughed.)

Me:Don'tworrysister.Youwillalwaysbemy

number.It'sjustthatIhaveimportantstufftotalk

withMatabout.

Zia:Mhh.

(Wefinished.Iwentupstairstochooseanoutfit

I'mgoingtowear.WhileIwasstillbusyNomhle

calledme.Ianswered)

Me:hello.

Nomhle:HeyLali...CanIseeyoutomorrow.

Me:No.

(Ihangedup.I'mnotgoingtoentertainher.She

pushedmeawayfromherandaccusedmeof

killingherbaby.Whatdoesshewantnowfromme.

Ayyshemustgofuckherself.Iblockedhernumber

.Ican'thavepeoplelikeNomhleinmylife.Iwas

nowgettingready.Iputonafloraldressand

sandals.Iletmyhairloose.Itookthecarkeysand

drovetoMat'shouse.Igotin.Shewaswaitingfor



me.Withherdad.)

Me:Helloeveryone.

Mat'sdad:ohhourhero.LaliIdon'tknowhowto

thankyou.I'moutofwords.Noonehaseverdone

thismuchformyprincess.Youhaveagoodheart

dear.Iwishyoulivehappy.Sopleasetakethis.(it

wascash.)

Me:no...Iwon'ttakeyourmoney.IdidwhatIdid

outofgoodness.NotthatIwantedmoney.Iwas

justhelpingmybestfriendout.I'msorrybutIcan't

acceptit.

Mat:PleaseLalitakeit.Whatyoudid...

Me:noIwon't...don'teventrytochangemymind.

Canwegonow.

(Wemadeourwaytothemall.Wedidshopping

andboughttakeawaysfromspurs.Wealsobought

threebottlesofredwine.Weboughtglasses.We

drovetothepark.Iparkedthecarthereandwe

startedeatingandtalking.)



Me:Sohowwasthetraining?

Mat:yoohh...itwasverytiring.Iwouldalwayssleep

withmybodyhurting.butitwasworthit.Iwas

hopingwecangooutforclubbing.SinceIcannow

livefreely.

Me:wecanallgotomorrow.

Mat:Sowhat'sgoingonbetweenyouandAustin?

(Iclearedmythroat.Shelaughed)

Me:Whyareyouasking

Mat:Becausehehasbeenaskingmeaboutyour

likesanddislikes.

Me:wellwe'redating.Idon'twanttosaywe'reina

relationshipasyet.

Mat:mhh...he'sveryhandsomeyougogirl.So

haveyougivenhim.

Me:what?

Mat:thecookie.

Me:Funnyenoughyes.Sohe'smyvirginitybreaker.



(Shecoughedasthewinewaschokingher.Ihither

back.Shestartedlaughing)

Mat:Soyouwerestillavirgin.

Me:yeah.

Mat:Yhoo...toeventellthatIlostmyvirginityin

grade10!.

Me:What?

(Ilaughed)

Mat:I'mserious.Iwasunderpeerpressure.Can

youguesswhere.

Me:Probablyinyourfather'shouse.

Mat:Attheschooltoilets.

(Ilaughedevenmore.)

Me:Yhoo...youneedGod.Toimagine.WhenIwas

ingrade10.Iwantednothingaboutboys.

Mat:Sohowmanyboyfriendshaveyouhad.

Me:Austinismysecondboyfriend.

Mat:What?Ifindithardtobelievethat.ImeanLali



you'resobeautiful.ThefirsttimeImetyou.I

thoughtyouhadmillionsofboyfriends.

(welaughedevenmore)

Mat:butLalionaseriousnote.CanyouaskAustin

tohookmeupwithhisbrotherNick.

(Ilaughed)

Me:Idon'tevenknowthatNickyou'retalkingabout.

Ionlyknowthathehastwobrothers.Andheisthe

lastborn.

Mat:Nickisthemiddleone.Theolderoneis

married.Lalihe'sveryhandsomebutnotmorethan

Austin.Austinisfireoutofallhisbrothers.Ifhe

weren'tyourboyfriendIwouldhavehithermyself.

(Ilaughedevenmore.)

Me:Heishey...that'swhatworriesmemore.He's

everygirl'scrush.Matdoyoubelieveinthose

"Chosenthings".

Mat:Tobehonest.Idon't.Therewasapointwhere

Ibelievedinthem.Afteralleverycreaturehasa

chosenone.Dadtoldmethat.Thechosenone



thingisaselfishthingthatismadebythosewho

aredead.Theyputyouinsomuchdanger.Ittheir

wayofusingyoufortheirownbenefits.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Mat:Well...Mymotherdiedbecauseofthat.Iwon't

reallytellyouwhathappened.BecauseIdon'twant

togobacktothepainIfeltafterloosingher.I

knowndadalwaystakeagoodcareofmebutIalso

needamotherfigure.Ialsowantsomeonetotalk

toaboutthingsthatonlyafemalecanunderstand.

(Irubbedherhand)

Mat:Whenmomdied.Thatwasverybroken.He

couldn'tevenmoveon.Ievenwishnowthatdad

canfindsomeonetospendtherestofhislifewith.I

wishtoalsohavealittlebrotherorsister.Butwhat

canonedo.Becauseyoucanonlyhavebabieswith

yourchosenone.Momwasdad'schosenone.Now

thatshedied.Dadwillneverhaveababy.

Me:That'ssowrong.HowIwishIhadpowerto

changeallofthat.Austinismychosenone.

Mat:Yeahiknow.



Me:Howthough.

Mat:Noitasecretbetweenmeandmyself.

Me:Ohhreally.

(Wewerenowtipsy.Andthereisstillabottleof

winestillsealed.)

Mat:sowhenarewegoingtotheDrugiomin.

Me:Idon'tknowhey.ButIdidresearchaboutit.

Mat:Maybewecangonextweek.

Me:Idon'tthinkso...myfamilyaregoingfor

vacationinMauritius.

Mat:Mhhreally

Me:yeahyoucancomewithifyouwant.

Mat:really.

Me:yeah.

Mat:Sohowisyourotherfrienddoing.

(Itoldhereverythingthathappenedbetween

Nomhleandi)

Mat:Howcansheaccuseyouofsuchthing.She



clearlydoesn'tknowyouwell.

Me:yeahhey...IthoughtIhadafriendinher.She

evenhavetheaudacitytocallmetoday.

Mat:Ihopeyoutoldhertoshootherself.

Me:iblockedher...

Mat:that'sevenbetter.

(wewerenowverydrunk.SoMatdecidedto

sleepoverathome.Wewokeupverylatethesun

wasalreadyout.Ihadaverybadheadache.We

tookbathtogether.Iborrowedhermyclothes.

Theydon'tfitherwallasI'mabittinyfromher.I

gavehervelvetdressasitcanstretch.Wewent

downstairsandhadbreakfastwitheveryone.)

Me:Ermm...dad...Matwanttotagalongwhenwe

aregoingtoMauritius.

Dad:Okaythere'snoproblemwiththat.

Kayla:it'sgoingtobeevenmorefun.

(wefinishedbreakfast.Weasgirlsgatheredinmy

room)



Me:Guystonightwe'regoingouttoaclub.

Addi:really...that'smusictomyeyes.

(Theboysgotin)

Jase:Wearealsogoingwithy'll.

Me:That'sevenbetter.

Zayn:Whattime?

Mat:emm...wecangoby8pm.

Zia:Fornowcanwegoshopforthevacation.

(Ilaughed.Thisgirlissoobsessedwithshopping.

AnywayIdroveustothemall.Webought

swimmingclothesandsomeshots.Wethanwent

toMacdonald.Wespentmosttimethere.Wewere

busytalking.Itwasnowverylatewewentback

home.IdroppedMatatherhouseIwillfetchher

later.WegothomeandwatchedTV.Kaylamom

toldusthatfoodisnowready.Wewenttothe

dinningroom.Weatethanwenttoourseparate

rooms.Wewereallgettingreadytogo.Iputonmy

blackrippedskinny,whitetshirt,Sneakersanda

leatherjacket.Itiedmyhairintoamessybun.It



wasnow8onthedot.IatleastneedtotellKayla

mom.Ijustcan'tdosomethingwithouttellher.I

wentdownstairs.Shewasinthekitchen.)

Me:Eehmm...momwe'regoingout.

Her:okaydearpleasebesafe...

Me:thanks.

Her:nowgogobeforeyourdadcomesoutofhis

study.

(Soweweredrivingdifferentcars.Tonywas

drivingtheguy'scarandIwaswiththeladies.We

firsttookMatandwenttotheclub.Therewasa

freetablesowewenttoit.Weorderedsiders,beers

andfourbottlesofvodka.Itwasverynice.Mat

lookedveryhappy.Iwassittingnexttoher.She

pulledmetothedancecircle.Westarteddancing.

Shethanpulledmebacktothetableweweresitting

at)

Mat:LaliNickishere...he'shere.

Me:Where?

Mat:there.



(AndguesswhatAustinwastheretoo.)

Mat:let'sgoandgreetthem.

Me:what?No...yougo...I'mnotgoingthere.

(ShepulledmebutTonyquicklygrabbedmyarm.

Hepulledmeintohim.Matwenttothem)

Tony:Dancewithme.

Me:what?Why?

Tony:SinceIcan'thaveyouasmygirlfriend.

Atleastdancewithme.

(Hishandswerearoundmywaist.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:15]Lynne: insert34

Narrated

Lali:Tonypleaseletgoofme.



Tony:Why?WhyexactlyLali.Iloveyou.Iloveyou

withallmyheart.Whycan'tyoulovemeback.

Lali:TonyIthinkyoushouldgohomeandsleep.

Tony:I'mnotgoinganywhere.

Lali:Okayletgoofme.

(LalitriedtoremoveTony'shandsfromherwaist.

ButTonygrabbedherarmtight.)

Lali:Tonyyou'rehurtingme.

(LalikeptstealingglancesatAustin.Shewas

concernedthatwhyisAustinnotmakinganymove)

Tony:Lookatme.

(Shedidn't.heforcefullymadeherfacehim.He

startedkissingheronherneck.)

Lali:Tonywhatareyoudoing.Canyoujuststop.

(FinallyAustinmadehiswaytothem.Heslapped

Tonysohardthathismouthstartedbleeding.He

tookLaliwithhim.Shemadehersitonhislap.)



Austin'sPOV

AtfirstIthoughtLaliwasenjoyingit.Butwhenthat

guykissedherneck.Idecidedtogotothem.She

wasnowsittingonmylap.Iwrappedmyarms

aroundher.Sheputherheadonmyshoulder.

Me:Areyouokay

Lali:Yeah.

Me:Doyouknowhim

(Shesigned)

Her:Yeah...he's...well...mybrother?

Me:What?

Her:Wellhismotherismarriedtodad.

Me:okay...sowhatwashetryingtodoexactly

Her:Hehasbeenaskingmeout.

Me:MhhIsee.

(Ikeptlookingathim.Iwillteachhimalesson.He



doesn'tknowme.)

Me:Erhmm...babethesearemybrothers.Nickand

Ondreaz.

(Theyextendedtheirhandsforhandshake.)

Nick:Nicetomeet.

(Laliwhisperedinmyear)

Lali:Dotheystillrecognizeme.

Me:Don'tworryaboutthat.Itoldthemeverything

andmyhappinesscomesfirst.

(Wekissed.Wehadsomuchfun.Ididn'tknowLali

candanceuntiltoday.MatandNickwerenowlove

birds.Everysingleminutetheywouldkiss.Itwas

timetogo.IdroppedLalioffatherhouseandwent

tomyhouse.Mybrotherscamealong.We

continueddrinking.)

Nick:Imustsayyourgirlfriendisbeautiful.Ifshe

weren'tyoursIwouldhaveaskedherout.

Me:I'mtheluckiestman.

Ondreaz:ButIdon'tseeyourrelationshipwithher



lastingforlong.Imeanifdadfindsoutthatyou

helpedher.Tableswillturn.

(That'smyolderbrother.Isometimesfeellikehe

hatesme.MayitthefactthatIwillbethenext

Alphanothim.)

Nick:Aslongaswekeepitasecretdadwillnever

findout.

Me:Yeah.SoNickwhenareyougoingbackto

Dubai.

Nick:Inotgoingbackthere.Iwillnowworkhere.

Me:IsitbecauseofMat.

Nick:Yeah...Ithinkitabouttime.Ialsostartmy

ownfamily.

(WhilewewerestillbusytalkingIreceivedacall

fromEmilia.Iignoredit.Itoldherwhatwas

happeningbetweenusisover.Butshedoesn't

listen.Shekeepscallingme.)

Atanundisclosedarea



Emilia:Mom.DidauntNorahaveakid?

Hermom:Idon'tknow...whyareyouaskingmethat?

Emilia:Noit'snothing.

Mom:ItseemsyouhaveforgottenthatIwas

banishedfromtheDrugiomin.Sothingsthat

happenthatsideIdon'tknow.Myfamilycuttedall

tieswithme.

(Emiliakeptquiet)

Mom:Butoneday...onesillydayIwillrevengeall

that.Iwillmakesureeveryonesinglepersonfrom

theDrugiominsuffer.Howarethingsbetweenyou

andyourboyfriend.

Emilia:Wellsomenewbitchistryingtoreplaceme.

Lali'sPOV

Iwokeup.Ihadareallyterribleheadache.Iturned

andsawMatsleeping.Ilaughedandcoveredher



withablanket.Iwenttobathandwentdownstairs.I

madetwoicecoffeesforthebothofus.Shewas

awakesoIgaveherthecoffee.

Mat:Thanks.Yooh...Ihaveasevereheadache.

Me:Metoohey...MhhsoyouandNick.(Icleared

mythroat)

Mat:Ithinkhe'sintome.Ithinkhefeelsthesame

wayaboutme.AndyouandTony.Whatwas

happening.

Me:FriendInevertoldyou.Tonyhasbeenasking

meout.

Mat:What...isn'theyourbrother.

Me:he'sastepbrother.

Mat:Butstill.

Me:Soonedaywekissed.NowhethinksIfeelthe

samewayabouthim.

Mat:Mhh...youkissed.

(Shegavemeanastysmile)

Me:Stopit.



(ithrewthecushiontoher)

Mat:LetmeletdadknowthatI'mfine.Beforehe

startsworryingabouthisprincess.

(Shetalkedtoherdadandtookabath.Aftershe

wasdonewewentdownstairstohavebreakfast.

Everyonewasalreadythere.)

Me:Goodmorning.

Kayla:Goodmorningmytwodears.

Dad:Icheckedmyschedule.NextweekI'mfree.We

canalsogotomorrow.

Kayla:Wowthat'sevenbetter.

Dad:Kaylayoumustbooktheprivatejet.Wewill

useit.

Kayla:Okaylove.Girlswheny'llaredoneeatinggo

andpackyourclothes.

Zia:Yhoo...Ican'twait.Lalipleasecomeandhelp

mechoosewhichclothesIcanpack.

Me:Okay...thanafterwewillgoandtakeMat's

clothesatherhouse.



Mat:Yeah...ialsoneedtotelldad.

(wewenttoZia'sbedroom.Allherclotheswere

scatteredonthebed.Wehelpedherchooseand

thadrovetoMat'shouse.Shetoldherdadandtook

herclothes.Wecamebackhome.Wewerenowjust

chillingbythepool)

Zia:SoMatandyouLaliwhydidn'tyoutellusthat

youhaveboyfriends.

(Welookedateachother.)

Me:Don'tworrysis...Iwasgoingtotellyou.Iwas

waitingfortherighttime.

Zia:AndyouMat?

(Shewasbusysmilingonherphone.)

Me:Friend?

Mat:GuysIhavetogo...ineedtoseesomeone.

Me:Mhh...Nickright?

(Shenoddedandsmiled.Hereallymakesher

happy.)

Addison:Heyguys(Shesigned)Thingsbetween



TonyandIaren'twell.

(what?Ididn'tevenknowtheyweredating)

Me:You...youguysaredating

Zia:Yeah...Ialsohadtofindoutonmyown.She

hiditfromus.

Addison:guysIthinkhe'scheating.Whenwe're

intimatehenolongerlooksatme.

Me:Maybehe'sgoingthroughsomething.

Addison:Youthinkso

(Ijustnodded)

Addison:Lalicanyoupleasespeaktohimforme.

Youguysseemclose.

(Iswallowedhard)

Me:Notexactly.

Addison:ComeonLali...justpleaseaskhimifhe

stilllovesme.Soifhedoesmyheartcanbeat

ease.Andifhedoesn'tanymoreIcanstoptroubling

himandmoveonwithmylife.



Me:Iwilltry.

Addison:canyoupleasegonow...

Me:N...no..now?

(Sheheldmyhands)

Addison:Please...Ireallylovehim.AndIdon'twant

tolosehim.

Me:okay.

(Istoodup.Thisisgoingtobehardforme.Ireally

don'twantTonynexttome.Iwentupstairstohis

room.Hewaslayingonhisbedwithonlysweatpant

on.Hismusclesandsixpackwereoutthere.I

clearedmythroat.Shestoodupandwentstraight

tome.HeslowlypushedmeuntilIreachedthe

doorhelockedit.Iwasbreathingveryquickly.He

wentbacktohisbed.Itookadeepbreath.)

Me:Erhmm...mom..hey.

Tony:HeyLali...whatdoyouwanthereinmyroom

?

Me:ActuallyErmm...icameherebecauseI'm

concernedaboutyourrelationshipwithAddison.



(heraisedhisoneeyebrow)SpecificallyI'm

concernedaboutAddison.Shelovesyou.She

deeplyloveyou.Shesaidlatelyyouhavebeen

ignoringher.

(Hekeptquiet)

Me:Tonydoyoustillloveher?Becausethere'sno

usekeepingherwhileyounolongerloveher.It's

hurtingher.

Tony:Laliwhyyounevertoldmethatyouhavea

boyfriend?

(Iswallowed)

Me:Erhmm..mom

Tony:IthoughtyouandIshareeverything.

Me:Weusedtoo.Sinceyoustartedbehavingthat

waywithme.Thingshavereallychanged.

Tony:LaliI'msorry...ifonlyyoutoldmebefore.I

wouldn'thavedoneallthat.LaliIloveyouandifhe

makesyouhappy.IwillburyallmyfeelingsIhave

foryou.Areyouhappywithhim

Me:Yes...hecaresformeandmakesmehappy.



Tony:That'sgood.I'msorryonceagain.Ihopeyou

forgiveme.

(Iwenttohim.Ihuggedhim)

Me:Iforgiveyou.Imissedyoubuddy.

Tony:Imissedyoutoo.Comejoinme.Iwas

watchingamoviehereonNetflixbeforeyou

disturbedme.

Me:Sorry.

Tony:Noproblem.

(ILayeddownnexttohim.Wewatchedthemovie.

Ireallymissedhim.AndeverythinghesaidIcould

seeinhiseyesthathemeantit.)

Me:DoyoustillloveAddithough.

Tony:Yes...somuch...it'sjustthatIhavebeenvery

confused.ButnowtheconfusionIhadiscleared.

Me:That'sgood.Youneedtotalktoher.Andtell

herthatyoustillloveher.

Tony:Yeah.



Tony'sPOV

IknowIsaidallofthosethingstoLali.ButIdidn't

meananyofit.Ijustsaidallthatforthesakeofher

happiness.Ifshe'shappythanI'mhappytoo.But

myloveforherwillforeverremain.Maybesome

dayshewillrealizethatIloveher.Iloveherso

dearly.Shewillforeverbetheloveofmylife.I

wonderifLaliknowsthathisboyfriendisawolf.

Butshedoesn'tseenlikesomeonewhobelievesin

thosethings.Manypeopleallthecreaturesarejust

myths.Whereastheyexist.Ialsotoldherthat

becauseIdon'twanttomesswithAustin.YesI

knowhimfromtheunderworld.Himandhis

brothersarerespected.Soifyoustillwanttolive

youbetterbeonagoodsidewiththem.ButInever

thoughtLaliwillfallforsomeonelikehim.Imean

hisfamilyisveryevil.Theyhidealltheirdirtiness

withmoney.Toevenimaginethathe'sadoctor.He

killsandsavespeopleatthesametime.Idon't

evenwanttotellunclethatheslappedme.Hewill

startpanickingandsuggestthatIrunaway.Ijust



havetolaylowwithLali.ButIwilleventuallyprove

toherthatI'mtheoneforher.Sowewerewatching

acomedicmovie.Hersmilejustmakesmefeel

better.Ikeptlookingather.Iwishshecansee

throughthatIreallyloveher.

Her:Youhavebeenquiet.Whatareyouthinking

about?

Me:No...Iwasjustthinkingofbuyingagiftfor

Addison.

Her:Wow...that'sevenbetter.

Me:Sohowlonghaveyoudatedhim.

Her:Ithinkithasbeenaweekorless.

Me:mhhIsee.Didhetellyoueverythingabout

himself.

Her:Yes...whyareyouasking.

Me:Lalidoyoubelievein...likecreatures.

Her:Whatdoyoumeanbythat.

Me:LikedoyoubelievethatVampires,beasts,



Wolves,wizardsetc.Doexist.

Her:No...Idon't.Thosearejustmyths.

Me:no...that'snotrue.Theydoexist.

(Shelaughed)

Her:Youwatchalotofmoviesyou.

Me:I'mseriouscomeseethis.

(Imadeherstandup.Istoodinfrontofher.I

showedmemyfangsandmyskinwaschanging.

Shewasn'tscaredorshook.Thatconfusedme.)

Me:Aren'tyouscared.

Her:ermm...Iam..jhooTony.

(Icouldseethatshewaspretending.)

Her:Sohowcomeyoucanwalkonthesun.

Me:I'mnotafoolvampire.Mymotherisahuman.

Mydadwasavampire.Thatmakesmeahalf

vampire.

Her:Mhh.isee.Sowhathappenedtoyourfather?

(Iwentandstoodbythewindow.Iwaslooking



outside)

Me:WhatIcantellyouishedied.Andtheperson

responsiblewillsoonpay.

Her:Whoisthatpersonthough.Whowoulddo

somethinglikethat.

Me:it'stheAdila.

Her:What?HOW?

(Iturnedtoher)

Her:whatImeaniswhywould...Ihavetogobye.

(Shewentout.Okaythatwasweird.)

Mat'sPOV

SoNickfetchedme.WewenttoAustin'shouse.

Whenwegotthere.Theplacewasalittlepacked.It

lookslikethereisaminiparty.Wegotin.HesaidI

mustgoandhelpatthekitchen.Heshowedmethe

kitchen.WhenIwasgoingIsawAustin.Andthere

wasagirlsittingonherlap.Iwenttothekitchen.



Therewasaverybeautifulladybusypreparingfood

.Igreetedher.

Me:Hello.

Her:ohhhey.

(Shewipedherhandsandhuggedme.Okay)

Her:Iassumeyou'reMat.

Me:Yes.

Her:Mhh...you'remorebeautifulinperson.Nick

showedmeyourpictures.

(Ijustsmiled)

Her:SoI'mCharli.Ondreazwife.

Me:Ohh...nicetomeetyou.IstheresomethingI

canhelpyouwith.

Her:Ermm...I'malmostdonebutyoucanhelpme

dishforeveryone.

Me:what'stheoccasion

Her:Nothingseriousreally.Itjustafamilydinner.



Me:Familydinner?

Her:yeah...Nick'scousinarealsohere.Onlymother

andfatherarenothere.

Me:mhhIsee...andtheladywho'ssittingwith

Austin...whoisshe?

Her:Wellheintroducedherashisgirlfriend.Her

nameisEmilia.

Me:What?Imeanwow.

Her:don'tworry.Iknowthathe'sdatingLali.It's

justthathiscousinscannotknow.Becauseifthey

findout.TheywillstraightawaytelltheAlpha.

Me:mhhIsee.

Her:IwishIcanalsomeetLali.ButImustsayshe's

alsobeautiful.

Me:yeahsheis.

(Anywaywegaveeveryonetheirfood.Afterthey

weredonewewashedthedishes.Wethanwentto

sitnexttoourmens.ikeptlookingatAustin.The

wayhewasholdingthatgirl.Theywouldevenkiss.

IwassodisgustedIdecidedtoaskNicktotakeme



backtoLali's.WhenIgottheretheywerealready

asleep.Iwentto!Lali'sroomshewasn't.Shewas

movingupanddown.)

Her:Ohhfinallyyou'reback.

(Shehuggedme)

Her:Ihavebeenwaitingforyou.

(ShetoldmewhatTonytoldher.)

Me:It'sbetterthatway.

Her:DidyouandNickhaveagreattimetogether.

Me:Notreally.Therewasafamilygathering.

Her:Really?Austinnevertoldme.

Me:Evenifhedid.Youwouldn'thavebeenableto

gotoit.

Her:Yeah...hey...butatleastletmeknow.

Me:let'ssleep...I'mverytired.

(Iwon'ttellLaliaboutEmilia.Idon'twanttocause

anyproblemtotheirrelationship.Theylookgood

together.)



Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:16]Lynne: insert35

Lali'sPOV

IalmosttoldTonythetruthyesterday.I'mgratefulI

wasabletoholdmyself.Sowewokeupand

preparedforthevacation.Wewillbeflyinglater

thoughbecausedadhasameetingtoattendbefore

leaving.Soweweresohypedup.Wecouldn'twait

togo.WewerejustchillingatZia'sbedroom.

Zia:Ican'twaittofinallygettoMauritius.Ican't

waittoseeguysfromthere.Iheardtheyarevery

goodlooking.

(Welaughed)

Addison:Lalithankyouverymuchfortalkingto

Tonyforme.Yesterdaywemadeloveuntilmorning.

Youknowhefirst...



(welaughed)

Me:Youdon'tneedtotellusaboutthe...youknow

right.

(Shelaughed)

Addi:itwassogreathey.I'mveryhappythatthings

betweenhimandIarenowbacktonormal.

Zia:That'sgreat.

(Austiniscalling.)

Me:Erhmm...ladiesihavetotakethis.

(Iwenttomyroom)

Him:Hellomyqueen.

Me:HeyMr...howareyou.

Him:I'mgoodjustmissingmybabe.

Me:Shame.

Him:Canyouspendanightoverhere.Please.

Me:Sorry...Iwon'tbeableto.MyfamilyandIare

goingforvacation.

Him:Mhh...poorme.Can'ttheyjustgowithoutyou.



Me:No...Ialsowanttospendtimewiththemand

alsoenjoymyself.

Him:Isee.

Me:Andmaybegetmyselfanotherhandsome

boyfriend.

Him:Excuseme?

Me:I'mjoking...chill.

Him:youbetterbejoking.

(ijustlaughed)

Him:SowhenexactlyIwillseeyou.

Me:AssoonasIcomeback.

Him:Andwhenisthat?

Me:Idon'tknowwhenwewillcomebackhey.

Him:okay.

Me:Whyyoudidn'ttellmeaboutthefamily

gatheringthatwasheldatyourhouse.

Him:Iwasgoingtotellyou.butstillyouwouldn't

havebeenabletocome.Remembermyfather



wantsyoudead.Youwereasacrificeandontopof

thatyouescaped.

Me:Don'tworryIunderstand.

Him:Ihavetogonow.Safejourney.Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Thanks.

(Hehungup.Iwentbacktothegirls.Dadcame

backandwewerenowonourwaytotheairport.We

gotintothejet.Theviewwasverybeautiful.)

Austin'sPOV

WhenIwasbusytalkingtoLali.Emiliawalkedin

shewasbuttnaked.

Me:you'restillhere?

Her:Yes...Iwashopingwecan...

(Shemadeherwaytome.)

Me:canyoupleaseleavemyhouse.Iwon'trepeat

myself.



(Shesetonthebedandstartedplayingwithherself.

Shewasevenmoaning.Verytempting.IloveLaliso

muchandsopassionately.ButI'malsoaman.I

havemyownneeds.IwenttoEmilia.Wekissed.I

carriedhertothedrawer.ShewasalreadywetsoI

wentinandoutofher.Wekeptchangingpositions.

Iwasnowhittingitfrombehind.Iwasholdingher

tinywaistsotight.Justwhenwewerestillbusy

Nickwalkedin)

Nick:WTF?

(Ipulledoutquickly.Ithrewsomecashonher.)

Me:Getdressedandcallanubertotakeyou.

(ShedidasItoldher.Itookaquickshowerand

gotdressedthanwentdownstairs.Mycousinsand

Ondreazhaveleft.NickwasbusywatchingTV.I

setnexttohim)

Nick:Andthanwhatwasthat?

Me:What?

Nick:Thatwashappeningupstairs.

Me:Nothing.



Nick:MhhIsee.AustindoyoureallyloveLali?

Me:YesIdo.TrustmeIloveherwithallmyheart.

Nick:ifyoureallyloveher.Youbetterendthings

withthatbitchEmilia.

Me:There'snothinggoingonbetweenEmiliaandI.

Nick:Ohh...really?

Me:Yeah...she'sjustmyfuckbuddy.

Nick:Isee.Youhavechanged.Yourwife'sdeath

changedyoufortheworst.Youhavebecameafuck

boy.PleaseAustinifyou'renotreadytobeina

relationshipwithLali.Lethergo.Itwillbebetter

thanbreakingherheartlikethis.

Me:YouknowAustinsomethingstrangehappened

whenLaliandIweresexuallyintimate.

Nick:Whathappened?

Me:Afterweweredonemywolfreactedandher

beastdidthesame...

(Hiseyeswidened)

Me:I'mreallyconfused.WhenMylatewifeandI



wereintimatesuchthingneverhappened.

Nick:Whoelsehaveyoutoldaboutthis?

Me:Noonejustyou.

Nick:Austin...don'ttellanyone.Notevenmom.Lali

canbeyourchosenone.Shecanbeyourmate.

Andthedaythathappenedyouguysweremating.

MeaningifLaliisindangeryouwillfeelit.When

sheisphysicallyinpainyouwillalsofeelherpain.

Ifshe'sextremelyangryinadangerouswayyouwill

feelheranger.ThesamewillhappentoLaliwhen

you'retheonewhoisexperiencingthethingsI

mentioned.

(IkeptquietasIwasstilldigestingallwhathehas

justsaid)

Nick:ThereasonwhyIsaydon'ttellanyoneis

because.FromtheOegratenoonewantspeace

withthebeasts.Ifdadfindoutthatyouhavefound

yourchosenonehewillnothesitatetokillher.AndI

meanit.Hecankillher.Andyouknowmom.She

alwayssupporthimineverything.

Me:SoNick...what'sgoingtohappenatthewar...I



can'tletdadharmLaliandherspecies.

Nick:Tobehonest...Idon'treallyknowwhatwill

happenonthatday...butwhatyoucandoonthat

dayistomakesureLaliisawayfromtheDrugiomin.

Shecangethurt.Youneedherinyourlife.

(IwasnowfeelingguiltyforsleepingwithEmilia.I

neverthoughtLalicouldbemymate.Iwasfeeling

likeshit.HowamIgoingtofaceher.)

Me:Ifeellikeshitbro.

(Hepartedmyshoulder.)

Nick:Youneedtotellherlilbro.Youtellher.

AnywayI'mnowgoingbacktomyhouse.And

Austindon'ttellOndreazabouteverythingwe

discussed.

(Inodded)

Lali'sPOV

Wearrivedinthemorning.Itwasveryhot.Sowe



checkedinintothisFivestarhotel.Mat,ZiaandI

decidedtosharearoom.WellAddisonissharing

withTony.Theylooksohappytogether.Itexted

Austinthatwehavelandedsafely.Sincewejust

arrivedwedecidedtogooutandjustdoatourof

thishotel.Wewillgoouttomorrow.Afterwewere

donewewentbackinside.Sowewerejustchilling

andchoosingtheoutfitsfortomorrow.

Zia:Sowhatarewedoingtomorrow

Mat:Wewillgooutforshoppinghavealunchin

oneoftherestaurants.

Me:Okay...

Mat:Maybelaterwecangooutforclubbing.

(Ijustlaughed.Matisnowaddictedtoclubbing.)

Me:Youloveclubbinghey.

Mat:RememberLalitherewasatimewhereIwasn't

ableto.SoI'mfillingforthattime.

(Welaughedevenmore.Ziadidn'tgetthejoke.We

laughedather)



Zia:Youguysareweird.GuysOdinhasbeenasking

meout

Me:Really?

Zia:Yeah...ImeanIhadaverybigcrushonhim.

Mat:Sowhatareyougoingtosaytohimschoolgirl.

(Wealllaughed)

Zia:Idon'tknowLali...pleaseadviceme.

Me:WhatIcansayisfollowyourheart.Ifyoufeel

likeyoulovehim.Thanyouguyscandate.

Zia:MhhIsee.

(itwasnow18:00.Wewereallgoingtogather

downstairsfordinner.Mom,MrsKaneanddad

werealreadythere.Wesatdown.Addisonand

Tonycamedown.Weallateoveralight

conversation.Afterwefinishedwewentbacktoour

room.Weslept.Wewokeupveryearly.Wetooka

bath.Iputonmyskinnyjeanandanoffshoulder

croptop.Iwearmypushinsandals.Itiedmyhair

intoaneatbun.Itookmyhandbag.Wewent

downstairsandhadbreakfastthanleft.Wewentto



everystore.Weboughtalotofclothes.Afterwe

weredonewenttoarestaurant.Weorderedsea

food.Itwasverynice.Wethanwentbacktothe

hotel.Dadcalledusalltohisroom.

Zia:Heydad...Yhoowehadsomuchfuntoday.

Dad:That'sgood.Okaytomorrowweareallgoing

tothebeachasafamily.

Zayn:Okay.

Kayla:Thanlaterwecaneatout.

Me:Soundsgreat.

Dad:Youallcanleavenow.

(Wewenttoourroom.Wearegettingreadytogo

out.Ziawasbusysearchingonherphoneforany

barwecangoto.)

Zia:Foundit...butwewillhavetodressformal.

Mat:That'snotaproblem.

(Iputonmyredsilkbodyhuggingdress.Itwas

kneelong.Iputonablackheel.Itookmyhandbag.



Weaskedadrivertotakeusthere.Wearrived.

Whenwewereabouttogetinabouncerstopped

us.)

Him:bookingnumber.

Mat:What?Whatbookingnumber.

Him:Youbookwhenyouwanttobeinthisbar.

Me:Okaycanwebooknow.

Him:No...butsinceyouladiesarebeautiful.You

cancomein.

Me:Ohh...thanksverymuch.

(SoitwasZia,MatandI.AddisonandTonywent

out.Wegotin.Itwasn'tasfullasIexpected.

Everythinglookedsobeautiful.Everyonewas

wearingformal.Wewentandorderedthreebottles

ofwineandavodka.Soweweresittingatthebar

stools.Themusicwasplayingdown.Asoftmusic

wasplaying.Thisisboringhey.Imisstheonewe

usuallygoto.Therewouldadancecircleandstaff.

Idecidedtobebusyonmyphone.)

Mat:Lali...thatguyhasbeenlookingatyou.



Me:Whichone?

Mat:Theoneinablacksuit.

(Ilookedathim.Indeedoureyesmet.Ijustturned

backtoMat.Heisadarkchocolateblackguy.He

ishandsomeImustsay.)

Mat:Yhoohe'ssohandsome.Let'sgotothem

Me:What?Areyoumad...wedon'tevenknowthem.

Mat:ComeonLali...let'sjusthavefun

Me:Nowearenotgoingtothem.

Zia:ComeonLali...Theyarethreeofthemandwe

arethree.

Me:Godguys...behave...wewillseemlikeloose

girls.

Mat:Whatever...Laliyou'reboring.

(Iwentbacktomyphone.Itookafewpicsandput

itbacktomybag.IturnedatMatandZiatheywere

nolongersittingnexttome.Thesegirlsaretrouble.

WhenIwasstillsearchingforthem.Someone

tappedmyshoulder.Ilookedatthatperson.Itwas



thatsameguy.Helookedmorecute.Hewasalso

smellingnice.Heextendedhishand)

Him:CanIdancewithyou.

(Ikeptlookingeverywhereforthegirls.Isawthem

sittingwiththeguyswhowerewiththisguy)

Me:Erhmm...Nah...

Him:Comeon.

(Heputmyhandonhisshoulder.Hewasholding

theotherone.Hisotherhandwasgrabbingmy

waist.HeisagooddancerImustsay.Wedanced

whiletalking.)

Him:Sowhatabeautifuldiamondlikeyoudoing

here.

(Ichuckled)

Me:Icametohavefunwithmysisters.

Him:MhhIsee...sowhatisyournamediamond

(Hetwirledmeandthangrabbedmebacktohis

chest.Ourbreathsmet.Imovedabitfromhis

body.)



Me:I'mLali...Lalimi.

(Hechuckled)

Him:Lalimi?

Me:Yeah...it'salongstorybehindmyname.

Him:Isee.

Me:Andyou'reMr?

Him:I'mKhulekani...youcancallmeKhule.

Me:MhhnicetomeetyouKhulekani.Sowhereare

youfrom.

Khule:Let'sgoandsitthere...sowecantalk.

(itwasatablefortwo.Hesatnexttome.)

Khule:I'mfromCapetown...andyou?

Me:FromGuateng.

Khule:Idohavefewbusinessesthere.

(Ijustkeptquiet.)

Khule:isthereaguyinyourlife.

Me:Yeah...



Khule:He'slucky.

Me:Andwhere'syourgirlfriend

Khule:Welldatingisnotmything.Ithasbeena

yearsinceIhaven'tbeeninarelationship.

Me:Whythough...becauseyoulooklikeaguy

whoselifeissodeterminedandyou'realso

handsome.

Khule:Well...allmyrelationshipsdonotendwell..

Me:Isee...Ithinkit'stimetogonow.

Khule:Sure.

(IwenttowhereMatandZiawere.Igreetedthe

guys)

Khule:Thesearemybrothers.

Me:Nicetomeetyouguys...Matwehavetogo

now...

Mat:NahLali...it'sstillearly.

Me:Nowehavetogo.

Zia:Youcango...theywilldropusoffatthehotel.



Me:Whoistheyexactly?Youguysjustmetthem.

Mat:ComeonLali...Wearejusthavingfun.

(Ican'tleavethemhere.SoIsatdown.Khulesat

nexttome.)

Khule:Areyouokay?

Me:Yeah.

(Iwassippingmyglassofwine.Myphonerangit

wasAustin.Ianswered)

Me:Hello...Hello

(Icouldn'thearhimclearasthemusicwasnowup

andpeopleweretalking.Isenthimamessageand

switcheditoff.)

Khule:Iseverythingalright

Me:Yeah...thatwasmyboyfriend.

Khule:CanIhaveyournumbers.

Me:Mhh...Idon'tthinkit'snecessary.

Khule:Comeon...I'mnotaskingyouout.Ijust

wantyournumber.



(Webothlaughed.Igavehim.Sowewerebusy

talking.Itwasnowtimetogo.MatanZiawereso

drunk.Sotheguysdecidedtodropthemoff.)

Khule:CanIdropyouoff.

Me:Nah...don'tworryIwillcallanuber.

Khule:Iinsist.

Me:likereallydon'tworry.

(Heopenedthedoorforme)

Khule:DoIhavetodragyoutothecaroryouwill

walkbyyourself.

(Ijustgotin.Idon'twanttobeembarrased.Hewas

drivingajeep.Heplayedthemusic.ItwasFinesse

byBrysontiller.)

(Hewassingingalongwithit)

Khule:Iwantmybabytohaveyoureyes...

(Iwasnowinstitches.Imeanthedudehasa

beautifulvoicebuthecan'tsing)

Khule:Doyouhaveaproblemwithmysingingmiss.



Me:No...noyou'rethebest...infactyoushould

becomeanartist.

(Webothlaughed.Finallyarrivedatthehotel.)

Me:Thanks.

Khule:Pleasure...hopetoseeyouagain.

Me:Bye...(Iwentin.Andwenttoourroom.Ziaand

Matwerebusysnoring.Itooktheirclothesoffand

placedblanketsontopofthem.Itookaquickbath

anddriftedtosleep.)

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Lali'sPOV

WellImustsayMauritiuswasnice.Ihadalotof

funwithmyfamily.Itfeltsorelaxingandrefreshing.

ForacoupleofdaysIforgotaboutallmyproblems.

Wewerenowathome.WejustgotbackbutIfeel



likeIalreadymissMauritius.WithKhulewearejust

friends.Heisacoolguy.Heneverevenonceasked

meout.That'sgreat.SoMatandIplannedtogoto

theOegratetomorrow.Manydayshavepassed.

There'snotime.SoIwasbusypackingtheclothes

Iwillneed.AfterIwasdoneIwenttodadinhis

study.Hewasbusyonavideocall.SoIwaitedfor

himtofinish.Afterwhatfeltlikeanhourhefinished.

Me:Wejustgotbackandyou'realreadyworking.

Dad:Yeahhey...didyouguysenjoyatMauritius.

Me:verymuch...Imissitnow.

(Hechuckled)

Me:SoIwantedtotellyouthattomorrowI'mgoing

somewhere.Ithastodowithmebeingabeast.

Dad:Okay...

Me:Ihavefoundwhereotherbeastslive.SoIneed

tobewiththem.

Dad:Okay...Isee.Ifthere'ssomethingyouwillneed

pleaseletmeknow.

Me:Okay...



Dad:Sowhenareyouleaving?

Me:Tomorrowmorning.I'mgoingwithMat.

Dad:Laliyouneedtogetalicense.Iknowyoucan

drivebut...youknow.

Me:YeahIknow...IwillgetitwhenIcomeback.

(That'saleastofmyproblems.)

Me:pleasetellKaylamomthatIwillbevisitingMat

forafewdays.

Dad:Youtooareveryclose...Ilikethat.

Me:Yeah...she'skindandsosweet.

Dad:Yeah...

Me:Ihavetogonow.

(Iwentbacktomyroomtosleep.Ineedtorestas

Iwillbedrivingforlongtomorrow.Isetanearly

alarmthanslept.)

Nomhle'sPOV



IknowIwantedtokillLali.ButI'mstartingtofeel

scared.Ihaveneverkilledapersonbefore.And

KiaraandMikearebusyencouragingmetodoit.

SoLaliblockedmeInowcan'tgetthroughtoher.I

havetriedforalongesttimetogettoher.Ican't

evengotoherfather'shouse.Thesecurityisvery

tight.Ineedtocomeupwithanotherplantokillher.

MymotherandIwerebusywatchingTV.

Her:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Me:Nothingimportant...Iwasjustwonderingifmy

babywasgoingtobeaboyorgirl.

(Shejustsighed)

Me:MomifImayask...whatwouldyoudoif

someonecausedyousomuchpain

Her:Whatdoyoumeanexactly

Me:Likewouldyourevenge...

Her:Never...Iwouldjusttellmylordthanhecan

decidewhattodotohim/her.Deardoyou

rememberthatyourstepdadusedtoabusemeso

much.ButIneverplottedanythingagainsthim.All



Ididwastopray.Iprayedsohardthatsomeday

mayIfindpeace.Itseemsmyprayerswereheard.

Whereishenow?...Sodearprayeristhebest

weaponthatnoonecanevertakefromyou.You

justneedtohavefaithandopenupyourchestto

yourlord.Worshiphim.

(Ijustnodded)

Her:IknowLalicausedyousomuchpain.Butpray

...praytoGodthatshereceivesthepunishmentfor

whatshedidtoyourinnocentbaby.

Me:Isee...

Lali'sPOV

Iwaswokenupbyanalarm.Itwas4o'clock.Iwoke

upandtookaquickbath.Iputonmyblackcargo

pantandwhitetshirt.Iputonmysneakersandput

mytoiletriesinmybag.Iwenttothekitchenand

madeastrawberrysmoothie.IthandrovetoMat's

place.Igotinshewasalreadywaitingforme.



(Ilaughed)

Me:Arewegoingtospendawholemonththere?

Mat:Whyareyouasking?

Me:Twosuitcases.

(Ilaughedevenmoreherfatherjoinedme.)

Me:Anywaylet'sgo...

(Ihelpedherwithonesuitcase.Wewerenowon

theroad.)

Me:Let'sbuytakeawaysfromSteers.Justincase

wegethungryontheway.

Mat:Sure.

(Weboughtthemandsnacks.Shealsobought2

bottlesofwine)

Me:Iwillnotdrink.

Mat:Wewilldrinkitthere.

Odin'sPOV



TodayIhaveadatewithZia.Idon'treallyloveher.

SoIwenttoherhouseandpickedherup.Wewent

toaveryexpensiverestaurant.Ipulledachairfor

her.Shesatdown.

Me:Youlookingbeautiful.

(Sheblushed)

Her:Thanks.

(Thewaitermadehiswaytous.Weordered.While

waitingshewasdrinkingwineandIwashavinga

glassofscotch.)

Her:SowhathappenedbetweenyouandAvani.

BecauseImeanyoutoowerelovebirds.Youwere

alwaystogether.

Me:WellwhatIcantellyouis.Notallrelationships

canlastforever.Andtherearethingsthatkeepa

relationshipgoing.Likeifyouguysgiveoneanother

time,unconditionalloveandsupport.Whenthe

relationshiplacksallthat.Itbecomestoxic.So

whatIcansayiswewerenolongerclicking.We



werebothignoringeachother.

Her:MhhIsee.

Me:Sodoyouhaveaboyfriendorhadone.

Her:Wellwithmypastboyfriends.Iwouldn'tsay

wewereinarelationship.Wewerejusthavingfun.

Me:WhatwouldyousayifItoldyouthatIalsowant

tohavefunwithyou.

Her:F..fun?

Me:Yeah...

Her:w..well

(Herfacewasabitdisappointed.Iwonderwhat's

shethought.)

Her:WellIwouldn'tmind.You'reahandsomeguy.

AnygirlwillwanttohaveFUN!Withyou

(Sheshoutedthefunpart.Peoplewerenow

staringatus.)

Me:Areyouokay.

(Shefakesmiled)



Her:Yeah...Excuseme

(Shewenttothebathroom.)

Mike'sPOV

Iwaswithmysisterattheoffice.

Kiara:IhavealwaysknewthatNomhleisweak.

What'stakingherthislongtokillLali.

Me:Itrustedher...itseemswehavetodo

somethingelsethatwillmakeherwanttokillLali

rightatthisinstance.

Kiara:Somethinglikewhat?

Me:I'mnotsureyet...butweneedtoharmher

mother.AndmakeitlooklikeitwasLali.

Kiara:Howexactly...

Me:Idon'tknow...butIwillsurelycomeupwitha

strongplan.



Kiara:Okay...Iwillwait...whycan'twejustkillLali

forourselves.

Me:Yousawwhathappenedtodad.Doyoualso

wanttodiethatway

(Shenoddedno)

Me:ItbettertouseNomhlesoitwon'tbackfiretous.

Kiara:Isee.

Austin'sPOV

IwasbusythinkingofhowI'mgoingtotellLali.She

willbeheartbroken.Imeanwehavejuststarted

datingnowthishappens.Idecidedtocallher.

Me:Hey.

Her:Helloboyfriend.

Me:Howareyou

Her:I'mgoodandyou



Me:I'mgoodtoo...CanIseeyouthisevening.

Her:No...Iwon'tbeableto.

Me:There'ssomethingimportantIwanttodiscuss

withyou.

Her:Can'twediscussitthroughthephone

Me:No...

Her:Sorryhey...I'mawayfromhome.AndIdon't

knowwhenIwillcomeback.

Me:Whereareyouexactly

Her:Ihavetohungupnow...I'mdriving..bye.

(Shedroppedit.Ihitmyhead.Shit.)

Lali'sPOV

Afteralongasstiringdrivewefinallyarrived.The

timewas17:30.Itwasnotyetverydark.Wegot

outofthecar.Wemadeourwaytothegate.It

lookedsoold.Itwasevenbreaking.Itwasn't



lockedsoweopeneditanddrovein.Therewereso

manyhouses.Theywereinabadstate.Noperson

canliveinsuchhouse.Theywerealsokidsplaying

outside.Therewasabigtriplestoryhouse.It

lookedsooldandthepaintwaswashedoff.I

parkedthecarandwenttothekids.

Me:Hello.

(Theyjustlookedatmeandrantodifferenthouses

.What?Matmadeherwaytome.)

Mat:Areyouokay.

Me:Yeah...I'mjustconfusedwhy...

Mat:Lali!Lali!look...let'srun.

(Iturnedback.Ihaveneverseensomanypeople

likethis.Somestartedtransforming.)

Mat:Lalilet'srun

Me:NoIwon't...yougobacktothecar.

Mat:noIwon'tleaveyouhere.

(Threebeastsmadetheirwaytous.ItgrabbedMat



byherthroatandthrewheracrosstheground.It

thanmadeitwaytome.Itlookedreallyangry.I

keptmovingbackitwasbusygrowling.Ifell.From

nowayanoldwomenmadeitwaytoit.Shewas

usingasticktowalk.)

(Sheshouted)

Her:SHE'SFINALLYHERE...SHEFOUND

US...WE'RESAVED.

(Everyonewasnowbusytalking.Theytransformed

backtotheirbodies.Theonethatwasinfrontofme

alsotransformed.Itwasaguy.Hewasbusy

lookingatmelikehewanttoeatmeup.Wewent

backtostandwithothers.Butheneverstopped

lookingatme.IwenttoMat...)

Me:Areyouokay

Mat:Yeah...mybackhurtsalittleandmythroat.

Me:I'mverysorryfriend.

(Shesmiled)

Mat:Don'tapologize.We'reinthistogether.Okay.



(Inodded.Ihelpedherup)

Me:Pleasesitinthecar.

Mat:NoIwon't...Iwillstandnexttoyou.

Me:No...whatiftheyhurtyouagain.Iwillneverbe

abletoforgivemyself.

Mat:Lali...don'tworry...nothinggwillhappentome.

(Webothwentbacktothem.)

Theoldlady:SHE'STHEADILA...SHE'SWHATWE

HAVEBEENWAITINGFOR.FORALLOURLIVES.

SHE'SHERETOSAVEUS.

(Someonespokefromthecrowd)

"Shecameherewithawolf...Howcanwetrusther

"

Me:No...she'smyfriend.She'sharmless.

(Awomenalsospoke)

"Andyou...howdoyouknowthatshe'stheAdila.

Shedoesn'tlooklikeit.She'sjustayounggirlwho

don'tknowwhatshewantsinfuture."



Theoldwomen:NeverspeaktotheAdilalikethat.

Mydearshowthemthatyou'retheAdila.

(Shewastalkingtome.Itookadeepbreath.I

slowlytransformedfully.Igrowled.Theyallgrowl.I

transformedbacktomyself.Theystartedtalkingto

themselves.Theythanallbowedtomeandstarted

singing.Somewenttotheirhousesandbrought

instrumentsmade.Theystartedmakingnoise.)

"Finallywe'resaved"

(Thatsameguykeptgivingmethemostscary

looks.Hewentawayfromthecrowd.)

Me:Iwillbeback.

(Ifollowedhim.Hewasmovingveryfast.)

Me:Wait.

(Hestopped.Imademywaytohim)

Him:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Areyouokay

Him:Whydoyouask

Me:BecauseIwanttoknow.



Him:Whynow?Whyafterthislongyoudecideto

comenow.Youknowwehaveallbeenlivinginfear

andpoverty.Allcreaturesusedtocomehereand

dowhatevertheylike.Whenwegotothecity.They

usedtochaseusoutofit.Why?Becausewehave

noleader.Whydidyoucomenow.Heee.?Tolaugh

atusandtheconditionwe'relivingin.

Me:Well...Ijustfoundoutaboutthisplace.Ididn't

knowsuchplaceexisted.If...

Him:Youknowwhatyou'rewastingmytime.Save

yourexplanationforthosepeoplewhoare

interestedtoit.

(Wewentaway.Iwentbacktoeveryone.)

Mat:Areyouokay?

Me:Yeah...

(Theoldladymadeherwaytous.Shebowed)

Me:Seriouslygranma...youdon'thavetobowto

meeverytime.Youareolditmustbeverytiringto

keepbowing.

(Shejustsmiled)



Her:You'resokindmydear.Anywaybringyour

bagssoyoucangototheIndruig.

Me:IfImayaskwhat'sthat?

Her:Iwilltellyouontheway.

(Wetookourbags.Matleftonesuitcaseandtook

theotherone.Wewerenowgoing)

Her:SotheIndruigisthathouse.

(Shewaspointingatthatbigtriplestoryhousethat

wesaw.)

Her:Yourgreatgreatgreatgrandparentslivedthere.

Itisonlyforyourfamily.

Me:It'ssobigthough.

Her:Yeah...inthosedaysyourfamilywasverybig.

Thingschangedwhenyourmothermovedtothe

city.Hersisterbeingevil.Yourfamilywassplit

apart.Yourgrandmotherdied.SoIwasaclose

friendofher.Sheoncetoldmethat.Asshedies

theywillbeababygirlborn.Totakecareofthis

place.TheAdila.Shehasdifferentpowersthatno

beasthaseverhad.Iwaitedforyoulongtimeago.



Thedayyouwereborn.Therewasaverybad

stormhere.Itbrokemostofthewindowsofthe

Indruiganddestroyedit.That'sbecauseyouwere

supposedtobegivenbirthhere.Iwasevenstarting

tolosehopethatyouwillevercomehere.This

placeneedsyoumorethanever.Theywantto

finishusoff.I'mgladyou'rehere.Youknowwe

havebeenlivingveryhard.Youknowheretheyare

differentpeoplewhoschooledandwentto

universities.Buttheycan'tworkinthecity.Weas

beastwewerepreventedtogotothecitybythe

leadersofdifferentcreatures.Wehadnosaytothat

becausewehadnoleader.Noonewasthereto

fightforus.Wejustkeptquiet.Butsinceyou're

nowhere.Ihopewecanregainourdignityandthe

strengths.Youknowthemgoingtothecitytolearn

wasverydifficult.Theyusedtoliveinfear.They

changedplaces.Atleasttheyfinished.Theproblem

istheycan'twork.Butsinceyou'rehereIknowyou

willdosomething.Backinthedaysbeastswere

veryrespected.Theywereknownofbraveryand

theyneverlostanyfightthatwasformedagainst

them.



Me:Sohowistherelationshipbetweenthebeasts

andwolves.

Her:Don'tevengothere.Weareenemiesandno

onecanchangethat.YouknowtheAlphausedto

sendpeopleheretoabuseus.Wehatethemwith

passion.Theareveryevil.

(Iswallowedhard)

Her:Dearevenifyoutrytobringaboutpeace.Itwill

neverwork.Peopleherehatethem.Theywant

nothingtodowiththem.That'swhytheywantedto

hurther.

Me:MhhIsee.

(Wewentinthishouse.Iwasverydirty.Thewalls

hadspiderwebs.Therewasnoelectricity.Soshelit

acandle.Therewasabiglounge.Ithadsomany

oldcouches.Wethanmovedtothedinningroom.

Therewasaverylongtablewithsomanychairs.)

Her:Yousee...Theyusedtohavealltheirmeals

here.Allthesechairswouldbefilled.

Me:What?Buttherearesomanychairshere.



Her:Itoldyoubefore.Yourfamilywasverybig.

Youknowtheywerealsoservantswhoweretreated

likethemembersofthefamily.Yourgrandmother

wasverykindhey.

(Wemovedupstairs.Theyweresomanysteps.)

Her:Idon'tthinkIwillmakeittothetop.I'mnowold

.ButyougirlshelpmesoIcanshowy'lleverything.

Iknowwewon'tfinishallbedrooms.Theyarejust

much.Butwecangowhereallthefamilybelongs

arekept.

(Wehelpedher.Wefinallyreachedthetop.We

wereallverytired.Shewasleadingtheway.She

triedtoopenthedoorbutitwaslocked.)

Her:...erhmm...It'slocked.Ican'tevenremember

whereallthekeyswerekept.Butwecangotoyour

mom'sbedroom.

(Wemadeourwaythere.Luckilyenoughitwasnot

locked.Weopened.Therewasaverybigfour

posterbedandithadcurtainsaroundit.Itthose

bedsthathavecurtainsaroundthem.Itlookedvery

genuineandstrong.Theoldladywentandopened



thedrawersandfoundanalbum.)

Her:Doyouwanttoseethepicturesofyourmother.

Me:Iwouldloveto.

(Wesatontheolddustycouchthatisinhere.She

openedthealbum.Itwasfirstthepictureswhen

shewasyoung)

Her:Youreallytookafterher.Youlooklikeher.She

wasreallybeautifulandkindheartedlikeyou.She

lovedpeace.

(Ikeptlooking.Wefinallyreachedthepictures

whenshewasmyage.Shelookedexactlylikeme.

Evenhersmile.Weflippedandtherewaspictures

shewasallgrownup.Herfacelooksfamiliar.She's

theladythatusedtoappearonmymirror.Idon't

knowhowtofeel.AllalongIcouldn'tseethatitwas

mymother.)

Her:erhmm...youguyscanchoosearoomtosleep

on.I'mgoingbacktomyhouse.

Me:What?Nowecan'tsleephere.Onlythebothof

us.



Her:Dearthisisyourhome.It'sthesafestplace

youwilleverbeat.

(IlookedatMat)

Me:Willyoubefinesleepingherewithme.

Mat:What?Youdon'tevenneedtoaskme.I'm

definitelysleepinghere.

Theold:nowyougirlshelpmewiththestairs.

Me:sure.

(Wehelpedher.Wedecidedtolookaroundthis

massivehouse)

Mat:it'ssobig.

(Wewereusingourphonesforlight.Wemadeour

waytowhatlookedlikeakitchen.Itwasverybig.It

isalsofilledwithfurniture.Everythingwasplaced

accordingly.Thereisacupboardfordifferenttypes

ofglasses,Cups,plates,bowlsetc.Yesthefurniture

isoldbutit'sverystrongandofhighquality.We

wenttootherrooms.Eachroomistriplemyroom

backathomeandithadtwodoors.Mostofthem

havebalconies)



Me:Sowherearewegoingtosleep.

Mat:Idon'tknow.Shit...wedidn'tevenbringany

blanket.

Me:let'sgotomom'sroom.Maybewewillfind

something.

(Wewentthere.Andopenedthewardrobe.There

weresomanyclothes.Especiallydresses.We

foundoneblanket.Itsmelledsohorrible.Thething

aboutthishousewehaven'tcomeacrossanyrat.

Whichisstrangeusuallythehousesthatwerelong

notusedwouldbefilledwithrats.Anywayweput

onourpjs.Iguesswewilluseournightgownsas

blankets.Weusedoneonebedroomthatwas

downstairs.Iwasabitdirtybutbetterthanthe

otherrooms.Weremovedtheduvetfromthebed

andsleptonit.)

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Lali'sPOV

Wewerewokenupbythenoiseoutside.Okay

what'shappening.

Mat:Laliwhat'sthat.

Me:It'speople'svoices.

(Wewokeupputourgownson.Iwenttothedoor.I

putonedoorastheyaretwo.Myeyeswidened.It

wassomanywomen.Theyhadbucketsfullof

water.Theywereevenyounggirls.Oneladybowed

downandspoke)

Her:Wecametoclean.

(wellIcan'tsayno.Thestateofthishouseisvery

bad.)

Me:really?...thankyouverymuch.

Her:itourdutyasyourpeopletomakesureyoulive

inahealthyandcleanenvironment.

Me:Thanksverymuch.

(Iopenedbothdoorsforthem.MatmadIwentto



thecartoeat.Afterthatwewentbackin.Luckily

thereiswaterinthishouse.It'sjustthatthebath

roomsareverydirty.Soweusedoneshower.It

wasn'tcleanbutwehadnochoicebuttouseitasit

is.Afterwewerenowweputonourclothesand

wenttohelp.Oneladycametous)

Her:I'msorrybutwecannotallowyoutowork.

Me:Why

Her:You'rearelikeourGod.Sowecan'tletyoudo

allthiswork.

Me:don'tworrydear.Iwantto.

Her:LikeseriouslyIcan't.

Me:ermm.Isthereanearesttown

Her:Thereisbutbutitabitfar.

Me:okay.

(MatandImadeourwaytothecar.Weneedto

buyafewthingstocleanandsomepaint.Wedrove

there.itwasveryfarbutwefinallygotthere.We

madeourwaytoahardware.LuckilyIbroughtmy

cardhere.Weboughtalotofpaintsandcleaning



supplies.IwantedtobuythevacuumcleanerbutI

can'tsincetheelectricitythereisnotworking.We

boughtsomegroceriesandtwoblankets.Weneed

tofixtheelectricitysoalltheblanketsthereare

washed.Weboughtsomanycolddrinksforthe

cleaningwoman.Wedroveback.Whenwegot

theretheywerestillbusy.Wegavethemallthe

cleaningsupplies.Thepaintingwillbedone

tomorrow.Icalleddad)

Him:Hey...howarethingsgoing

Me:Well...Ihaveusedalotofcashfromthecard

sorry.

Him:Sorryforwhat...themoneyyouhavejustused

isnothing.Youcanspenditallifyouwant.

(Ijustlaughed)

Him:Howareyou.

Me:I'mfineandyou

Him:I'mfine...we'rejustmissingyou.

Me:Imissyouguystoo.



Him:Ihavetogonowdear...bye.

Me:Bye.

(Wegavethemcolddrinksasitwasveryhot.That

oldladywhowaswithusyesterday.Madeherway

tous.)

Her:Didyougirlssleepwell.

Me:Yeswedid.

Her:That'sgood.

(Itwasnowverylate.Wewentin.)

"Wewillfinishtomorrow"

Me:Thankyouverymuch.

"Youdon'tneedtothankus.Weweredoingwhatwe

weresupposedtodo."

(Theyallwentout.Everythinglookednew.Itwas

evensmellingfresh.Weputallthegrocerieswe



boughtinthekitchen.Wemadeourwayupstairs.

Moreroomswerecleaned.Afewareleft.Wewent

backtothekitchenandmadesandwichesfor

ourselves.Wesetatthediningtableandate.)

Mat:It'sverybighey...itlikeamall.

(welaughed)

Me:Sowhenareyougoingtochoosearoomfor

yourself.

Mat:Ehmm...IwilleventuallybutnowIwantto

sharewithyou.

(Welaughed)

Me:Weneedtogetsomeonetofixtheelectricity.

Mat:Yeah...dadknowafewpeoplewhocanhelp

withthat.

Me:Thatwouldgreat.

(Shecalledherfather.)

Austin'sPOV



IhavebeentryingtocallLali'sphonebyitgoes

straighttovoicemail.IeventriedcallingMatbut

herstooisswitchedoff.IwasonmywaytoNick's

house.Imademywaythere.Hewasbusycooking.

Thisonewillneverstoplovingtocook.Wellhe's

verygoodincooking.

Nick:Heylilbro.

Me:Hey.

(Hefirstbumped)

Nick:HaveyoutoldLali

Me:noIhavebeentryingtocallherbutherphone

isswitchedoff.

Nick:IhavealsobeentryingtocallMat'hersisoff

too.

Me:Iwonderwheretheyare.BecauselasttimeI

talkedwithLalishesaidshecan'tseemeasshe's

awayfromhome.



(Nickkeptquiet.Hewasnowdishing.Thefood

wasverydelicious.)

Me:Ithinkyoushouldteachmehowtocook.This

foodisgreat.

Nick:Thanks...EvenifIteachyou.You'reverylazy.

(Ichuckled)

Me:Iwasthinkingofvisitingmomanddad

tomorrow.Foracoupleofday.

Nick:Mhh...Whyiseverythingokay

Me:Yeah...Ijustmissthem.

Nick:mhhIsee.Iwillgowithyou.

Me:That'sevengreat.

Nick:RememberwhatItoldyou.

Me:Don'tworryIwillnevertellanyone.

Nick:That'sgood.

Lali'sPOV



Ishasbeentwoweekssincewehavebeenhere.I

mustsaythingsaregoingwell.Wehavealso

startedwiththetraining.Iwasteachingthemwhat

mymentortaughtme.AndIwasalsotrainingthem

howtoprotectthemselvesfromanenemy.WellI

mustsaythingsarelookingverygood.Thewomen

aremoredetermined.WellTaylerstillhateme.That

guywhoalmosthurtmethefirstdayIgothere.

Evenduringtraininghegivesmeattitude.But

anywayI'mnotgoingtoentertainhim.Fewladies

volunteeredtoherattheIndruig.Welltheydoallthe

choresandcooking.Iwishicanrebuildallthe

houseshere.Ican'tfinishdad'smoney.Ihaven't

toldthemyetaboutthecomingwar.ButIwill

eventuallytellthemwhenI'mgoingbackhome.I

willcomebackherethedaybeforethewar.WellI

nowcallthatoldladygranny.She'salwaysthere

forme.Shemakessuremystayhereisgoodand

I'mtreatedwell.Welltheelectricitywasnowfine.

SoIchargedmyphone.Iswitchediton.Missed

callsfromAustinstartedflooding.Iwillcallhim

afterthetraining.Weusuallystartearlyinthe

morningandtakeabreak.Wewerenowcontinuing



thebreakwasfinished.Wefinishedtrainingitwas

alreadydarkoutside.WellMatwasinthehouse.So

Itookalongbathandputonmypjs.Iwent

downstairsandthefoodwasalreadyprepared.We

ate.

Mat:IwastalkingtoNick.HesaidImusttellyouto

callAustinwhenyou'reavailable.

Me:Ihopeyoudidn'ttellhimourwhereabouts.

Mat:Ididn't.YouknowtheguyfromMauritiushave

beencallingme.Wellhewantstohavemeetme.

Me:what?Whatdidyousaytohim

Mat:Itoldhimwhateverthatwashappeningback

there.Wewerejusthavingfun.ItoldhimIhavea

boyfriend.

Me:That'sgood.

Mat:YouknowLali...IlikehavingfunbutIlove

Nicksomuch.AndIwanttospendrestofmylife

withhim.SoIwouldn'twantaguyfromnowhereto

destroymyrelationshipwithhim.

Me:That'sgood.KhuleandIarejustfriends.He



knowsthatIhaveaboyfriend.Andnotevenonce

hehasaskedmetobehismorethanjustafriend.

He'saniceguy.

Mat:That'sgreat.IwanttoseeAustinandyou

gettingmarried.

(Ijustsmiled.Idecidedtocallhim)

Me:Hello.

Him:Hi...

Me:Howareyou

Him:I'mgood.

Me:okay...

Him:AreyougoingtotellmewhereMatandyou

areornot

Me:Okaywhat'swiththetone...areyouokay.

Him:justanswerthedamnquestion.

Me:Wellwearehavingaminivacation.

Him:Where



Me:Ican'ttellyou.Youwanttocomeanddestroyit.

NoIwon'ttellyou.

(Idon'tfeelliketellinghimaboutthiswholething.

Whoknowshemighttellhisdadthatwe'regetting

readyforthewar.Ican'taffordtofailmypeople.)

Him:whenareyoucomingback

Me:Soon.Ihavetogonow.

(MatandIwenttosleep.)

Kayla'sPOV

WellKanetoldmethatLaliisatMat'shouse.WellI

kindamissher.Mybabyisgrowingveryfast.The

morehegrowsthemoreI'mnothavingmysleep

everynight.WellIalwaystofeedhiminthemiddle

ofthenight.SotodayKane,mybabyandIare

eatingout.WewenttoWimpy.Weorderedour

burgersandstartedeating.Thebabywassittingon

thetable.Hewasbusyspeakinghisforeign



language.

Him:Sohaveyoustartedpreparingforthewedding.

Me:Notreally...butIwillhireaweddingplanner.

Him:MhhIsee.Ican'twaittofinallycallyouMrs

Kane.

Me:Metoo...Ican'twaittobeMrsKane.

(Heheldmyhand.)

Him:Eversinceyoucameintoourhome.Things

havebeengoingsmooth.Thekidsareveryhappy.I

trulyappreciateyou.IbelieveGodsentyou.To

finallyrebuildmyfamily.Beforeyoucame.We

weren'tpayinganyattentiontooneanother.There

wereproblemsafterproblems.Ireallyappreciate

you.

Me:Iloveyou..

Him:Iloveyoutoo.Sofromyourfamily.Whowill

becomingforthewedding.

(IdrankwaterasIchoke)

Me:Well...I...Ionlyhavetwosiblings.Mysisterof



whichwedon'tgetalong.Mybrother.Isjustallover

theworld.It'sveryhardtogettohim.

Him:Isee.Anyauntoruncle.

Me:well...wedon'treallygetalong...

Him:okay...

(IhopehebuyswhatI'mtellinghim.IfItellmy

familyaboutthiswedding.Theywillcallitoff.Since

I'malreadymarried.Myhusbanddidn'tsignthe

divorcepapers.)

Austin'sPOV

NickandIwerenowbackinthecity.Tobehonest

I'mstartingtothinkMatandLaliareouttherebusy

cheatingonus.Whywouldtheynottellustheir

whereabouts.IwasatNick'shouse.Wewerejust

havingdrinks.Ondreazwalkedin.

Nick:heybro.(Helookedatme)WellIwasn't



expectingtoseeyou.

Ondreaz:NoIjustcametocheckuponyou.

Nick:MhhIsee.

Ondreaz:AndyouAustinwhenareyoutellingdad

aboutLali.

Me:We...well...Iwon't.It'snotlikewe'rehaving

somethingserious.AnywayI'mnotgoingtomarry

her.

(IlookedatNick.)

Ondreaz:MhhIsee...istheresomethingyouguys

arehidingfromme.

Nick:No...whywouldwehidesomefromyoubig

bro.

Ondreaz:Youguyslooksuspiciousofsomething.

Me:Nah...

Ondreaz:It'sgoodthatYouandLaliarenotina

seriousrelationship.OrelseIwouldhavetolddad.

Me:Nahh...wearejusthavingfunnithimuch.



Ondreaz:Isee...willyouguysbeatthewar.

Nick:Obvious...wewillbethere.Sincedadwon'tbe

.

Ondreaz:Okay...Ishouldgetgoing.

Me:Bye.

(Heleft.Afterweheardhiscardrivesoff.Wetook

deepbreaths.)

Nick:Youbrother...whyhe'slikethisexactly?

(Ijustshruggedmyshoulders.)

Nick:Helikesbehavinglikedad.I'mgladhewas

notchosentobethenextAlpha.

Me:Yeah...eventhoughIdon'treallywanttobeit.

Nick:Youhavenochoice.

Me:YeahIguess.

MrsKane'sPOV

IhavebeentryingtogettoKayla'shusband.Ihave



paidsomanypeopletogivemeaclearinformation

abouthim.Theyallcomebackwiththesame

answer."Bossladyyoumustn'tmesswithhim.He's

somebodyyouwouldn'tmesswith.Ifyoudo

chancesoflivingareverylittle."SotodayI'm

meetingsomeoneelse.Ihopehewilltellmea

differentstory.Igavehimthelocationwewillmeet

at.Itwassomestreetthatisnotbusy.Idon'twant

peopletoseeme.Heparkedhiscarbehindmycar.

Hegotin.

Me:IhopeyouhavesomethingusefulIcanuse.

You'remylasthope.

"Him:WellmadamImustwarnyoufirst.Heisa

dangerousmen.Hecanwipeallyourfamilyifyou

messwithhim.

(Ijustrolledmyeyes)

Me:Whoisheexactly...

Him:WellhisIdentityishidden.Heisvery

respected.Whenitcomestokilling.Hehasno

messy.AndImeanit.Ihavetriedtohackhis



accountsbuteverythingisprotectedbyvery

powerfulresources.MadamIthinkwhateveryou

needhimforyoushouldjustletgo.Beforethings

turnhectic.I'msuresinceyouhavesentsomany

peopletofindinformationofhim.He'salready

searching.AndmadamIwon'ttakeyourmoney.I

don'twanttobeinvolvedinallthis.

Me:Notakeit...it'sfineyouwillneedit.

Him:Madamwhenthingsbackfire...don'teven

mentionmyname.Ihavealittlebabytotakecare

offandafamilytosupport.

Me:Okay...don'tworry...

Him:Bye...Andmadamstopwiththis.Because

stormwillcomeandyouwon'tlikeit.

Me:Bye...

(Idrovebackhome.Whoishe?Whyiseveryone

scaredofhim.WhywouldKaylaattractsuchmen.I

won'tstopuntilIfindhim.It'snotlikeIhave

anythingagainsthim.Ijustwanttotellhimthathe

needtocomeandgethiswifethat'sall.Iwentto

thekitchenandpouredmyselfaglassofwine.)



Pleaselikeandcomment

Wewillcontinuetomorrow
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Lali'sPOV

IthasbeenfewdayssinceIcamebackfromthe

Drugiomin.TodayIwilldrivingbacksincethewar

wassaidtooccurtomorrow.Tobehonestihaven't

beenfeelingwelllatelyevennow.IfeellikeIwillfail

mypeople.Ifeellikemypowerswillfailme.Ifeel

likesomethingbadwillhappenduringthewar.Ijust

hopethiswarwon'tbetheendofme.Matisatthe

Oegrateshe'skeepinghereyesonwhat's

happeningtheresoshecanupdateme.SoI'm

busypackingmyclotheswhenacallfromAustin

camethrough.



Me:Hellobabe.

(Heclearedhisthroat)

Him:HeyLali...howareyou

Me:I'mgoodandyou

Him:I'mgood.

Me:youdon'tsoundgoodthough.

(Hesoundslikethere'ssomethingbotheringhim.I

canalsofeelthatthere'ssomethingweighinghim

up.)

Him:Canyoupleasecomeovertomyhouse...

Me:Erhmm...AsmuchasIwanttoseeyou.ButI'm

afraidiwon'tbeableto.Ihavetogosomewhere.

Him:There'ssomethingimportantineedtodiscuss

withyou

Me:Can'twediscussitthroughthephone

Him:No...PleaseLali...

Me:I'mreallysorrybutIcan't.



Him:Ifyoureallyvalueourrelationshipandmylove

foryou.Youwillcome.

Me:But...

(tititi...hedroppedit.What'swithhim.Doeshe

knowwhatheisdoingisalsoaffectingme?.

MaybeIhavebeentooignoranttowardshim.

MaybeIhaven'tbeengivinghimmuchofmytime

asmyboyfriend.MaybewhenIwasbusyfixingmy

peopleIwaspushinghimaway.TheleastIcould

doistoseehimnow.Itookmybag,phoneand

carkeys.FromAustin'splaceIwilldrivestraightto

theDrugiomin.Idrovetohisplaceandparkedmy

caroutsideasIwon'tbestayingforlong.Iopened

thedoorasitwasnotlocked.Therehewaslooking

allhandsome.Hemadehiswaytome.His

colognehitmynostrils.Heplacedhishandonmy

waistwhiletheotheronewascuppingmyface.He

startedkissingmesogently.Ididn'trealizethatI

missedhimthismuch.Ireturnedthekissand

placedmyhandonthebackofhishead.We

kissedforsometimeuntilhebrokeit.Heheldme

bymyhandandtookmetothedinningroom.



Therewasaminidinnersetup.Hepulledachairfor

me.SomethingisoffabouthimbutIjustcan't

seemtoseethroughhiseyesandsoul.WhenIlook

himdeepintohiseyesIjustfindnothing.That's

strange.)

Him:Haveaglassofwinewhilewe'restillwaiting

forthefood.

(Hewasn'tevenlookingatme.Itookasipofthe

wine.Igulpeditalldown.Heofferedmeasecond

glass.Twoglassesofwinewon'tmakemetipsy.I

willbeabletodrive.Iwashalfwaytofinishthe

secondglass.Myheadstartedfeelingheavy.When

Ilookedaroundeverythingwasdoubled.A

messagecamethrough.Icouldn'tevenseewhere

itwasfrom.Iheldmyhead)

Me:IthinkIshouldgetgoing.

Austin:Sure

(Itriedtostandupbutmylegswerefailingme.I

balancedmyselfwiththetable.BeforeIcouldeven

takeaninchawayfromthetable.Ifeltmywhole

bodyfailingme.Icollapsed.)



Austin'sPOV

Beforeshecouldevenhittheflooriheldher.I

carriedhertomybedroom.Icarefullyplacedher

onthebed.Itookherjeanofffromherlowerbody

andputhermysweatpant.Icoveredherwitha

blanketandkissedherforehead.Iheldherhand.

Me:I'msorrybabeIhadtospikeyourbottleofwine.

Iwantedtomakesureyou'resafe.Idon'twantyou

tobepartofwhatwillbehappeningthere.Somany

peoplewilllosetheirliveswhilethosewhowill

survivewillbeimprisonedforeternity.Sobydoing

allthisI'mdoingmydutyasyourchosenoneto

protectyou.Iknowyoucouldn'tseethroughme.I

hadtousethespellmygrandmothertaughtme.

Butwhenallofthisisover.Iwilltellyou

everything.Iloveyou.



(Ikissedheronemoretimeandputherphoneon

thedrawer.Ilockedthedooranddrovetothe

Oegrateaswewillallmeetthere)

Narrated

MeanwhilepeopleattheDrugiominwerejustsitting

alltogetherbusyworryingaboutLali.Theydon't

knowthatthewolvesareactuallycomingtonight.

TheyarealljustworriedaboutLaliwhohasn't

arrivedyet.WithoutLalithey'redoomed.Laliisthe

missingpuzzletotheirfreedom,livinghappilyand

regainingtheirdignity.Peoplewereevenstartingto

talk.TheoldladywoulddefendLali.Onewoman

roseupandspoke...

Thelady:Whereisshe?Wehavebeenwaitingfor

hersincemorning.Shepromisedusthatbytoday

shewillbewithushere.



Theoldwomen:She'sonherwayI'msureofthat.

Youjustneedtobepatient.

(Astheywerebusytalkingtheyheardagrowlofa

wolf.)

Theladies:They'rehere...

(Taylersmirked)

Thelady:Whereisshe...shepromisedtofightthis

warwithuswhereisshenow...

Tayler:Shedeceivedus.Shewantstogetridofus.

Sheknewthatthewolveswerecomingtodaythat's

whyshedidn'tbothertocome.She'sfriendswith

thewolves.Doallofyourememberthegirlshewas

with...shewasawolf.

(Peoplestartedtalkingtothemselves.)

Theoldlady:stopspeakinglikethataboutourgreat



Adila.I'msureshedidn'tknowthattheywere

comingtoday.

(Awomenspokefromthecrowd)

"Howmanytimesareyougoingtodefendher...

whereissherightnow?Answerus."

(Peoplestartedtalking)

"Yeswhereisshe"

Tayler:ThesepeoplefromtheIndruigdonothave

humanity.Theynevercaredforotherpeople.Even

pastyears.MyfathertoldmehowTheAdila's

grandfatherwouldtreatthepeopleoftheDrugiomin.

Iknowallthefemaleswereniceandall.Buttheir

husbands,brothersandfathers.Wereevil.My

fatherdied...(Heclearedhisthroat.)erhmmwhatI

meaniswecandoitwithouther.Wedon'tneedall

thesemightypeople.

(Thegrowlswerenowmoreandthesoundwas

closer.Thewomenandchildrenweretoldtostayin

theirhouses.Thebeastswerealsogettingready.



Theystartedtransforming.Asthewolvesmade

theirwaytotheDrugiomintheybrokethegateand

madetheirwayin.Theystartedfighting.What's

strangeaboutallthisisthatinsteadofOndreazand

fightingthebeastshewasbusyattackingtheother

wolves.AseveryonewasbusyfightingTaylerand

Ondreaztransformedbacktotheirbodies.They

madetheirwaybehindahouse)

Ondreaz:Whereisshe?

Tayler:Mhh...well...s..she'snothere...

Ondreaz:Whatdoyoumeanshe'snothere...

Tayler:Well...shedidn'tpitchup...

Ondreaz:Shitshitshit...

(Hewashittinghishead.)

Ondreaz:Igaveyouasmalltaskbutyoucouldn'tdo

it.Whatnowhe?

Tayler:Ipromiseyou...whenIfindher...Iwillkill

her.

(Ondreazsetdownforsometime.Hethanstood

upandmadehiswaytoTayler.Hestraggledhim



sohardthathewasmovinglikeanearthworm.He

wasnowcoughing)

Tayler:P...ple...pleasestop...

(Heletgoofhim)

Ondreaz:Hereiswhatyou'regoingtodo.Yougo

backthereandkillmylittlebrother.Makesureyou

leavehimdead.Youneedtobequickasthesunwill

nowrise.

(Taylernodded)

Ondreaz:Andyoubetterdothistaskright.OrelseI

won'thesitatetokillyou.

(AstheyweregoingOndreazstopped)

Tayler:What'sup?

Ondreaz:Ismellavampire.

Tayler:They'renovampireshere.

(Theybothtransformedback.Thereweremore

beastsnowdeadasthewolvesweresomany.A

fewofthemwerestillfighting.Austinwasbusy

fightingwhensharpfangsdugdeeponhisthroat



frombehind.Hetriedtomovebuttheyweretoo

deep.HefinallymanagedtogetontopofTayler's

beast.Whenhewasabouttobiteitneck.Another

fangsattackedhimexactlywherehe'swounded.

Thefangsthatfinishedhimoffwerenotofabeast.

Theybelongedtoawolf.Austintransformedback.

Hebecameunconscioussametime.Thebeasts

thatwereleftaccepteddefeat.Thedeadbeasts

wereburnt.Thewomenandchildrenwereforcedto

maketheirwaytotheOegrate.Austinwastakento

theOegrateinsteadofthehospital.Theybelieve

thathewillgethelpthere.)

Lali'sPOV

Iwaswokenupbyaseverepainonmyneck.Itried

tositupbutcouldn'tthepainwasextreme.I

touchedmyneck.Ihadwounds.Istartedpanicking.

Iwenttothemirror.AndyesIwaswoundedandhad

fangsonmyneck.IrememberedwhatIwastold

thatIwillalsoexperiencethesamethingmy



chosenoneisexperiencing.TheleastIcandoisto

remainstrongforAustin.IfIalsoallowthispainto

overcomeme.Wecanbothdie.Itriedtoopenthe

doorbutitwaslocked.Fuck.WhydidAustindo

this.Why?Isheworkingwithhisdad.Istarted

lookingforthekeyeverywhere.Idon'thave

strengthtobreakthisdoor.InoneofthedrawersI

foundmycellphone.Therewerealotofmissed

callsfromMat.Itriedtocallherbutherphoneis

off.Ifinallyfoundasparekey.Itookthefirstaidkit

andstartedbandagingmyneck.Itookmycarkeys

anddrovetotheOegrate.IkepttryingMat's

number.AsIwasdrivingablackcarstarted

followingme.WhenIturnitalsodoes.Idrovetoa

veryquietstreet.Iparkedmycarandwaitedforit.

WhenitparkedIgotoutandwenttoit.Istarted

knockingonitwindow.)

Me:What'swrongwithyou...whyareyoufollowing

me...

(AsiwasstillbusytalkingNomhlegotoutofit.

Shewascarryingagun.Shepointeditexactlyat

me.Ijustlaughed)



Me:Ohh...HellotoyoutooMissKhumalo...Long

timenoseehey...

Nomhle:Ithinkyoushouldusethisopportunityto

callallyourfamilymembersandsayyourlast

goodbyetothem...bec...

(Justbeforeshecouldcontinue.Ibustedoutinto

laughter)

Me:Ohhpleasestop...Ican'tbreatheanymore.

Nomhle:IseeyouthinkI'mjoking

(Shestartedmovingslowlytome)

Me:Okay...jokesaside...NomhleI'minalotofpain

rightnowandinhurry.SoIhavetogo.Iwillvisit

yousomeotherdayforyourjokes.

(Istartedwalking)

Nomhle:StoporelseIwillshootyou...

Me:ohhpleaseNomhle.Iknowyou'reweak.So

stopwastingmytime.

Nomhle:LaliIwillshootyou.

Me:okaythanshootme



(Imademywaytoher.Shewasshaking.Mxm.I'm

reallyworriedaboutthepeoplefromtheDrugiomin

andthisbitchisbusywastingmytime.Ilefther

thereandwenttothecar.Idroveoff.Iarrivedat

theDrugiomin.Thegatewasbroken.Igotoutof

thecar.SuddenlyIfeltmytearsbuild.Theground

wascoveredbyblood.Therewasalsofire.Imade

mywaytoit.Itwassmellinglikeaburningskin.I

heldmymouth.Istartedshoutingforeveryone.

Therewasnoresponse.Iwenttoeachandevery

housebutstill.IrantotheIndruigandwentto

mom'sbedroom.Ihavenevercriedlikethis.I

failedthemandit'sallbecauseofAustin.

Pleaselikeandcomment

HeyguysI'mback.I'mfeelingmuchbetternow.We

shallcontinuewithourstory.Thanksforthe

speedyrecoverycommentsandmessages
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Lali'sPOV

AsIwasbusysleepingIwashavinganightmare.

Anoldwomenwasstranglingmetodeath.Iwas

nowslowlylosingmybreath.Aladyspoke.

"Mom...mompleasestop.Stopmomibegyou.You

willkillher.Youwillkillmybabystop"

Thewomenwhowasstragglingmesaid,"She

deservestodie.Shefailedherpeople.Shedoesn't

deserveallthepowersthatweregiventoher."

Anoldmanspoke,"ohhplease.Areyoureallygoing

tokillyourgranddaughterfortheungratefulpeople

oftheDrugiomin.Theydeserveeverything

happeningtothem."



(Iwokeupsweating.ThepainIwasfeelingonmy

neckwasnowveryextreme.Iheldmyneck.Itwas

bleeding.DamnyouAustin.Ifyoudidn'tactstupid

wewouldn'tbehere.Mxm.Istoodupandchanged

thebandage.Iwentdownstairs.BeforeIcould

evengetoffthelaststepsomethingsentmeacross

thesteps.Ihitmybackverybad.What'sgoing.

DoesithavetodowiththedreamIhad.WhileIwas

tryingtogetupthesameoldladyfromthedream

came.SHewascarryingaveryshiningstickthat

hadaheadofabeast.Shepointeditatme

suddenlymybodyshook.Mywholebodywasnow

hurting.Itriedtousemypowersbuttheydidn't

work.What'sgoingon?Beforeshepointedher

stickagaintomeafigureblockedher.She

dissapeared.Iwasnowbreathingheavily.Islowly

stoodupandwenttodrinkwater.Itookthecar

keysanddrovebackhome.IfIstayanylongerhere

thatoldwomenIassumeismylategrandmother

willkillme.Iknowit'smyfaultthateveryonefrom

theDrugiominisdead.IjustwishIcanfixallthis

andbringthemback.Igothome.Everyonewasstill

asleep.Imademywaytomybedroom.Itooka



quickbathandslept.AsifIwillgetanpeace.This

womenkeephauntingmeonmydreams.

"momcanyouleavemybabyaloneplease.She's

stillyoungforallofthis"

(Grandmaspoke)

"weneedtotakealltheAdilapowersfromher.She

doesn'tdeservethem."

(Oldmanspoke"

"whatdoyoumeanbythat.Youknowexactlythat

beinganAdilarunsthroughherveins.Youcan'tdo

anything"

Ispoke,"b...butitwasn'tmyintentionforthingsto

gothisway.I..."



(Grandmaspoke)

"Ohpleasesaveit"

Ispoke,"isthereawayIcanfixallofthis"

(Grandpaspoke)

"Dear...somearestillalive.Theyweretakencaptive

bythewolves"

(SuddenlyIfeltsomeoneshakingme.Islowly

openedmyeyesitwasKaylamom.Islowlysetup

straight)

Kayla:Areyouokay?

(Inoddedyes)



Kayla:mydearwhathappenedtoyourneck

(Ijustkeptquiet.Idon'twanttofreakherout.)

Kayla:Emm...Iunderstand.GetreadysoIcantake

youtothedoctor.

(Inodded.Igotupandtookabath.AfterIwas

doneIputonmyNiketracksuitsandsneakers.I

wentdownstairs.Theywerehavingbreakfast.Iset

down.Theywereallbusystaringatme)

Tony:LAliareyoufine?

(Ijustnodded)

Tony:whathappenedtoyourneck?(Hewasbusy

lookingatsodeeply)Wherewereyouyesterday.

Me:Ermm...w...wellIwasatMat'splace.

Tony:Mhh...Iunderstand.

(Iknowhe'snotbuyingit.Wefinishedeating.

KaylaandIwerenowonthewaytoseethedoctor.

Wearrivedandgotattendedimmediately.The

doctorwasbusycleaningthewound.)



Doc:Wereyoubittenbyawilddogorsomething?

Me:Erm...well(IlookedatKayla)arm...

Doc:I'maskingsoIcangiveyoutheinjectionto

makesurethatthewoundhealsfast.

Me:CanIjusthaveapilloraninjectionforpainsfor

now.

Doc:Okay...but...

(Ijustraisedbothmyhandstomakehimkeep

quiet.Heprescribedafewtabletsandthingsto

washmywoundwith.WedrovetoMacdonaldand

boughttakeaways.Wewentbackhome.Iwent

straighttomyroomandlockedmyselfin.Idecided

tocallMat.Thistimearounditranganswered.I

triedseveraltimesuntilsheanswered.)

Me:Hello.

Mat:Hey...Laliwhereareyou?

Me:I'mathome...

Mat:OkayI'monmywaythere.Thingsarenotokay

.



Me:okaycool.

(Aftersometimeshearrived.Thefirstthingshedid

wastohugme.)

Mat:Hey...howareyou

Me:Idon'tknowhey...HowisAustin

Mat:Eversincehecame.Hehasbeenunconscious.

Me:What?Aren'thesupposedtobeupbynow.

Mat:Strangethingsarehappeningbackatthe

Oegrate.Butdon'tworryabouthim.Nickismaking

sureherecovers.Wherewereyouonthedayofthe

war

Me:Well...whatIrememberis...IwenttoAustin's

house.Wehaddinnerafterthatnothing.Thenext

dayIwokeupinhisbedroomandthedoorwas

locked.I'msurehe'stheonewhodidit.

Mat:yeah...I'msurehehasavalidreasonfordoing

that.

Me:IsheandtheAlphaworkingtogether

Mat:no...Austinwouldnever.



Me:Ineedtorescuemypeople.Ineedtogetthem

fromtheOegrate.

Mat:It'sgoingtobeveryhard.Everythingisjust

hecticthere.TheAlphaisbusylookingforawolf

thatattackedAustin?

Me:Awolf?Howcome

Mat:Iknowit'sstrangerightbutindeedhewas

finishedbyawolf.Andwe'reallcurioustoknow

whowoulddaretrytokillthenextAlpha...

Me:mhhIsee.IsthereawayIcangetintothe

Oegrate...

Mat:There'snoway...youwon'tmakeitoutalive...

Me:youthinkso

(Shenodded)

Me:HowaboutweuseAustinasabait

Mat:What?

Me:Yeah...wecanpretendtoholdhimahostage.

WewillthantelltheAlphatoreleasemypeopleto

gethisson.



Mat:That'sagoodplanbutit'salsodangerous.The

Alphaisverydangerous.Heisnoteasilyfooled.

AndhowarewegoingtogetAustinoutofthat

place?

Me:Nick...Nickwillhelpus...

Mat:Iwillcallhim.Hehasagoodheart.I'msurehe

willagreetohelpus.WhenIgethomeIwillcallhim

andletyouknowwhathesaid.

Me:ThankyouverymuchMat...

Mat:Howarethepains?

Me:They'rebetternow...

Mat:PleaseremainstrongforAustin.Youneedto

havestrengthsothathecanalsopullthrough.If

youalsoacceptthepain.Youguyscanendup

dead.Ifonediestheotheronewon'tsurvive.You're

thepositivesideinhim.Remainstrong.Ihavetogo

nowbye.

Me:Bye...

Nomhle'sPOV



Ilockedmyselfinmybedroom.Momwasbusy

knockingonthedoorformetoopen.Iwascrying

anddestroying.Iwasbeyondangryandbroken.I

don'tknowwhyI'mthisweak.Ifinallygotthe

opportunitytokillLalibutIdidn't.Shecausedme

somuchpain.Thescarofloosingmyfirstbaby

beforeIcouldeventouchitwillforeverbeonmy

heart.

Mom:Nomhledearopenup...youwillhurtyourself

Me:No...no...momIwon'topen.Ifhurtingmyself

willbringclosertomyheart.ThanIwill.

Mom:Dearpleaseopensowecantalk

Me:nomom...you'rebusystandingtherepretending

tocareforme.

Mom:Ido...alotsweety.

Me:ifyoudothanwhyaren'tyouhelpingmegetrid

ofLali...shekilledmyunbornbaby.Shedeservesto

die.



Mom:Don'tspeaklikethatmydear.Thebiblesays...

Me:Ohhpleasemom...sparemewiththeverses.

Rightnowtheymeannothingtome.

Mom:nodear...

Me:Yes...(Iwipedmytears.)IthinkIshouldjust

killmyself.SothatIcanbewithmybaby.

Peacefully.

(Shestartedcrying)

Mom:no..nopleasedon'tspeaklikethatdear.

(Therewasatotalsilence.Aftersometimemom

spoke.)

Mom:okay...fine.IwillhelpyoukillLali.Ifthatwill

makeyouhappy.

Me:Stoplyingplease.Iknowyoucan'tevenkilla

fly.Stopfoolingme.

Mom:OkayImaynotdoitmyself.Iwillhirepeople

tokillher.Idon'twantherbloodinourhands.

(Iopenedthedoor.Shegotin.Shehuggedme)

Mom:IfkillingLaliwillmakeyouhappy.ThanIwill



getpeopletokillher.Yourhappinesscomesfirst

dear.

Me:Thankyoumom...

(Shesighed)

Mom:Ineedtomakeafewcontactsdear.Iwillbe

back.

(Shestoodupandwentoutofmyroom.Iclosed

theandsmiled.That'swasmyplan.Ineedtolet

MikeandKiaraknowthatmomisonourside.One

sillydayIsomehowoverheardthemtalkingabout

killingmymother.SoIhadtomakesurethatshe

supportstheideaofkillingLali.Idon'twanttolose

herjustforLali.SoItextedKiaraeverything.)

Tony'sPOV

SomyuncleandIwenttotheDrugiomin.Things

wereveryhectic.Wecouldn'tevenseetheAdila.

ButIoverheardsomepeopletalking.Onesaidshe's

nothere.Iassumetheyweretalkingaboutthe



Adila.Iheardeverythingtheyweretalkingabout.

WhenIwasgoingawayIheardAustin'snamebeing

mentioned.Lali'sboyfriend.Icouldn'trecognize

theirvoicesnorseetheirfacesasitwasverydark.

AllIknowisAustinhasareallygreatenemy.AndI

thinkthosepeoplearealsoresponsibleforthe

woundsLalihasonherneck.IthinkIneedtotalkto

her.IneedtowarnheraboutAustinabouthaving

enemies.Herlifecouldbeindanger.Iknowhowall

ofthesepeoplework.Theyharmtheoneyoulove

togettoyou.Istilldon'tknowtheAdila.Iwonder

whyitdidn'tcometohelpitpeople.Maybesheisa

coward.Thatwillmakeiteveneasyformetokill

her.SoIdecidedtogointoLali'sbedroomtotalkto

her.Iknockednoresponse.Idecidedtobudgein.

Shewasbusyonherphone.Isatnexttoherinbed.

Me:Hey...

(Shekeptquiet)

Me:Howareyou?

(Shejustshruggedhershoulders)



Me:Doesithurtsomuch?

Her:What?

Me:Theneck

Her:it'sbetternow...

Me:Whathappened?

Her:Ermm...Nothing.

(Iplacedmyhandonherchinandmadeherface

me)

Me:Youknowyoucantalktomeright?

(Shesighedandnodded)

Me:Sopleasetalk.

Her:Idon'tthinkIwanttotalkaboutitnow.

Me:IknowthatAustin'senemieswereresponsible

foryourattack.Iknowtheydidthattogettohim

Her:What?Enemies?Whatareyoutalkingabout

exactly?

Me:LalidoyourememberwhenItoldyouabout

beingavampire.



(Shenodded)

Me:Ialsotoldyouthatthey'rewolves,beastsand

othercreatures...

(Shenodded)

Me:Sobasicallytherewasawarbetweenthe

wolvesandbeasts.Iwasalsothereformyown

business.

Her:Whatbusiness?

Me:WellIwaslookingforsomeone.TheAdila.Her

andIhaveanunfinishedbusinesstocomplete.

(Sheraisedhereyebrow)

Me:Sowhenthewarwasstillgoingon.Iheardtwo

mentalking.TheywerelookingfortheAdila.Ithink

theirplanwas...theywantedtokillit.Bysome

reasonstheAdiladidnotpitchup.Idecidedto

leaveastherewasnothingleftformethere.But

whenIwasmovingaway.IheardAustin'sname

beingmentioned.ItriedtolistencloserbutI

couldn'thearathing.Andonewasstartingtosmell

mybloodsoIranaway.Mypointis...Ithinkyou



needtostayawayfromAustin.Foryourownsafety.

Her:Ermm...Tonycanyoupleaseleaveme...Ineed

torest.

Me:but...

Her:please.

(Iwentbacktomybedroom.)

Lali'sPOV

AssoonasTonyleftmybedroomIcalledMat.I

thinkTonymightbeusefultomyplan.Ineedto

findoutwhoattackedAustinandwhywouldhe.

Mat:Iwasjustabouttocallyou.IspoketoNick.He

saidthatcanneverbepossible.Everyonehastheir

eyesonAustin.They'reonlythreepeopleallowedto

seehim.It'shismother,dadandNick.Nickhadto

begtoseehim.Soit'sveryhard.Theythinkthe

enemycouldbenear.



Me:MmhIsee.(ItoldhereverythingTonytoldme.

)I'mthinkingoftellinghimaboutmebeingabeast

Mat:What?No...youcan't...

Me:Ihaveto.Iwillreallyusehishelp.Atthispoint

I'mveryhopeless.

Mat:Butyoucan'ttellhimthatyou'retheAdila.

Me:I'mthinkingoftellinghimeverything.Iwillalso

showhimthetruth.Whatreallymattershappened

tohisdad.IknowIhaveneverusedthatpower.I

wastolditrequiresalotofenergybutIwillhaveto

useit.It'sforthebest...

Mat:Areyousureit'sgoingtowork

Me:Yeah

Pleaselikeandcomment

ForthecomingdaysIwillonlybeabletopostone

insertaday.I'mbusyapplying.

[06/23,08:17]Lynne: insert40



MrsKhumalo'sPOV

IneverthoughtinmylifeIwouldeverplot

someone'sdeath.Ihavealwaysputeverythingon

God.DuringhardshipsIencountered.Iusedto

leaveeverythingtotheoneabove.Ihavealways

lovedmydaughter.Butitseemsshecan'tseethatI

careverymuchabouther.SheusedtothinkIloved

Lalimorethanher.WhereasIlovedherthemost.

Maybeihaven'tbeenshowingherenoughloveshe

deserves.Iwasatmyoffice.TodayIwillbe

meetingwiththepeoplewhoaregoingtokillLali.

Theymadetheirwayin.

"Gooddaymadam"

(Iclearedmythroat)

Me:Hello...(Iopenedmydrawerandtookout

Lali'sphoto.)Hereisapictureofher.

(Onecametomeandtookit)



"Shelooksyoung.Itwon'tbedifficulttokillhet"

Me:Ifirstwanty'lltobringhertome.Iwanttohave

afewwordswithher.Beforeyouguyscankillher.

(Theynodded)

"Sowhenmustwebringhertoyou"

Me:Tomorrow...tomorrowwillbeherlastdayonthe

earth.

"Themoney?"

Me:Iwilltransferdepositonyouraccount

"Okay...thankyou."

(Theyleft.Iwoulddoanythingformydaughter's

happiness.Evenifitmeansjumpingoffthecliff.I

would.Ifmydaughter'slifewillbefilledwith

happiness.Iwenttomybedroom.Ilockedthedoor

andtookmybible.Ikneltdownandclosedmyeyes.)

Me:FatherIcometoyouasI'minneedofyour

guidance.IknowwhatI'mplanningtodoisasin.

I'mdesperatemylord.PleaseGodforgiveme.I'm



onlydoingitformydaughter.Ilovehersomuch

andIcan'tbaretoseeherbroken.Iwanttomake

surethatshe'salwayshappy.Asitismydutyas

hermothertomakesurethatIremoveanything

thatcomesherway.

(Iwasdisturbedbyahandtappingmyshoulder.I

openedmyeyesandstoodup.ItwasNomhle)

Nomhle:Sorrytodisturbyoumom...butthey're

here...

Me:ohhk...I'mcoming.Makethemsomethingto

eat.

(WelltodayI'mmeetingNomhle'sboyfriend.Iwant

toseewhatkindofamenheis.AndifIcantrust

himwithmydaughter.Healsocamesowecan

discussaboutkillingLali.WellIjustneedtotellhim

thattomorrowLaliwillbekilled.Iwentdownstairs.

Hewasdrinkingjuice.Hestoodupandgreeted)

Him:Hello...Mike.

Me:NicetomeetyouMike...

(Hesatdown.Westartedtalking.Imustsayhe'sa



niceguy.Butthere'ssomethinguncertainabout

him.ButanywayaslongasNomhleishappyI'm

happy.Wediscussedeverything.Ialsotoldhim

aboutwhatwillhappentomorrow.Wellhewasvery

happy.Hewasoverwhelmed.Ithinkit'sbeyondthe

factthatLalikilledtheirbaby.Thewayhewas

happy.Youwouldswearhejustwonalottery.)

Mike:Well...Imustgonow.

Me:It'sstillearlythough.Don'tyouwanttostayfor

dinner

Mike:I'msorrybutIreallyneedtogo...

(Hestoodup.Nomhlewalkedhimout.Iwentto

thekitchentostartpreparingfood.)

OndreazPOV

WellIwasinthecityatmyhouse.TaylerandIwere

havingdrinks.



Me:Thingsarenotgoingaccordingtomyplan.I

thoughtbynowIwouldbetheAlpha.Iwouldbein

chargeofeverything.

(Taylersighed)

T:IalsothoughtbynowIwouldbetheoneleading

theDrugiomin...

Me:IthinkIneedtogobacktotheOegrate.And

finishAustinoff.ThanIwillonlybeleftwithkilling

Father.

T:Ithinkweshouldjustlaylowfornow.I'msure

everyonebackthereisalert.They'rebusylooking

forsomeonewhotriedtokillAustin...

Me:Yeah...Ithinkyou'reright.

T:myonlyproblemrightnowis...Ineedtofightthat

girlLali.Ihaveafeelingthatshewillruinmyplan...

Me:She'snotathreat...Wecankillherwithjustone

go.

T:Don'tunderestimateher.Afterallshe'stheAdila.

Verypowerful.

Me:Mxm...shecantakeherpowersandfuck



herself.BecausenooneandImeannoonecan

defeatme.Notevenmyownbrother.Itseemsyou

haveforgottenthatIalsohavepowers.Iknow

spellsthatcanmakeherweak.

T:Iknowallthat...butyouknowthattheAdilawas

destinedtoruletheworld.She'sverypowerfulandI

meannothingcaneverdefeather.

Me:That'swhyweshoulduseherweakness.Of

whichislove.HerloveforAustin.NickandAustin

thinkIdon'tknowthatLaliisAustin'schosen.Isaw

thatthedayIlayedmyeyesonherthedayshewas

beingsacrificedfor.

(Aswewerebusytalkingmywifewalkedin.She

clearedherthroat)

Her:Foodisready.

Me:Thankswe'recoming.

Lali'sPOV

Wewerebusyhavingdinner.WellthewholedayI



havebeentryingtotalktoTony.Buthewasvery

busywithwhateverIdon'tknow.ButwhenIget

timeIwilleventuallytalktohim.Ineedtoshowhim

thetruth.Iwon'tbeabletohelpmypeoplealone.

WellandMat.Wealsoneedsomeonewho'sstrong.

Kayla:Lalidearhaveyoudecidedonwhatyouwill

studynextyear...

(OhIstillhavethat)

Me:Well...notreally.Ihavebeenverybusylately...

MrsK:Withwhatexactly...

(Ijustlookedather.Iseeshehasgivenupat

acting.SheisnowtheMrsKaneIknow.She'snow

showingthefirstimpressionIhadofherwhenI

firstcamehere.)

Kayla:AndyouTony...

Tony:IthinkIwanttodoMedicine...

(Dadclearedhisthroat.Wellweallswallowedand

lookedathim.Weknowexactlywhathe'sgoingto

say."Iwantmychildrentorunmybusinesses.")



Dad:Whyareyouallquietandlookingatme.(We

keptquietandcontinuedtolookathim)Wellwedo

needafamilydoctor.Someonewecanrelyon.So

Tonymyboyyoucandomedicine.

(Wealltookdeepbreathsandlaughedafterwards)

Zayn:Wowdad...wereallydidn'texpectthat.

Kayla:AndyouLali...youneedtodecidequick.

Me:Wellonmyapplicationformmyfirstchoice

wasmedicine.IthinkIwillstickwithit.

Tony:Wowthat'sgreat.Wecanbothopenasurgery.

AndnameitThewealthyKanes.

(Welaughed)

Me:That'sdramatic...

Kayla:Sureis...WellyourdadandIhavedecidedto

getmarried.Butnextyear.We'restillpreparing.

Dad:Iwantedsomethingsmall.Butyourmomhere

Laliwantsagrandwedding.

Kayla:Andyougirlswillbemybridesmaid.AndLali

...youwillbemymatronofhonor.



Me:really?(Shenodded)Wow..thanks.

MrsK:Well...sisterwifearen'tyourfamilymembers

coming?

Kayla:W..well...no...it's...

MrsK:mhhhIsee...youdon'tneedtoexplain

anything.Iknow.

(Thatwaskindaawkward.Kaylamom'sfacial

expressionchangedImmediately.)

Kayla:erhmm...goodnightguys.

Me:Night!

(Everyonewasnowgoingtotheirrooms.)

Me:HeyTony...canItalktoyou...it'simportant.

(Heyawned)

Tony:TomorrowLali...I'mverytired.

Me:Please...

Tony:Nah...I'msorry.Pleasecomeearlyinthe

morning.

Me:okay.



(Iwentupstairstomyroom.Iwenttothe

bathroomtobrushmyteeth.AsIwasbusy

suddenlythelightsstartedgoingonandoff.I

lookedatthemirror.Isawmyself...itwasn'treally

clear.WhenItrytolookcarefullyitwouldfadeaway.

Itriedtolookagain.IwasinaplaceIdon'tandI

wasinabeastformbusyrippingsomeman'sthroat.

Itwasn'treallyclear.Afterthatmymomappeared

onthemirror.)

"I'msorrydear...momisreallyangry.Shedoesn't

wanttoshowyouanything.Butdon'tworrydear.

It'ssomethingyoushouldn'tworryabout."

(BeforeIcouldeventalkshedisappeared.

Everythingwentbacktonormal.Ifinishedbrushing

myteethandwentstraighttobed.WellIhad

somethingimportanttodiscusswithmom.I

wantedtoaskiftellingTonythetruthisagoodor

badIdea.Butanywayitdoesn'tmatter.Ihave

decidedtotellhim.Thingsareveryhectic.When



peoplewhoaresupposedtoguideandhelpyouare

againstyou.Imusthavereallytriggered

grandmother'sanger.Can'tshejustforgiveand

forget.HernotshowingmewhenI'mindangeris

reallybeingunfair.She'soverreactingnow.

AnywaysIdriftedofftosleep.)

Itwasnowinthemorning

Nick'sPOV

TheyhasbeennochangeonAustin.Herwounds

arenowhealingbuthe'sstillunconscious.Things

areveryhectichere.DadandIhavebeenbusy

lookingforthewolfthattriedtokillhim.Butnew

havenoluck.EveryoneiskeepinganeyeonAustin.

They'remakingsurehe'ssafe.Asweyetdon't

knowtheenemy.Withthepeoplefromthe

Drugiomin.It'sreallysadhey.Butwhatcanwedo.

Wecan'tgoagainsttheordersoftheAlpha.IwishI

canhelpLaliwithherplan.ButIcan't.Theoffice



hadbeencallingme.Ijustcan'tleavemybrotherin

thissituation.SincethedayofthewarOndreaz

hasn'tcamehere.Iknowhevalueshiswork.And

putseverythingonholdforhisbusiness.Buthe

couldhaveatleastcametoseeAustin.Asour

youngerbrother.AnywayIdecidedtocallMat.

ThingsbetweenherandIarelookingpromising.I

lovehersomuch.Wehaven'tbeensexually

intimate.SoIdon'tknowyetifshe'smychosenone

.

Me:Heymyheart

Mat:Howareyoulove

Me:.Austin'sconditionisreallyweighingmedown.

ButeitherthanthatI'mfine.Howareyou

Mat:I'mwell...justworriedaboutLali.

Me:I'mlistening

Mat:WellLaliisan...

(Shepausedforsometime)

Mat:Erhm...em...nothing.I'mjust...ermIhaveto



gonow.Iloveyoubye.

(BeforeIcouldevenreplyshehangedup.Iwonder

whatshewasgoingtosayaboutLali.)

Lali'sPOV

WelltodayIwokeupcravingforblood.Ihaven't

evencameintocontactwithitforsometime.I'ma

beast.Ialsoneedsome.EspeciallyasI'mgoingto

needmoreenergyandpowertoshowTonythe

truth.Anywayswewerehavingbreakfast.Kayla

momsuggestedduringthedaywegooutasa

family.Butdadwon'thookalongsincehesaidhe

hasalotofmeetingstoday.Sowefinishedeating.

Wewentbacktoourroomstogetready.Isoaked

myselfinthebath.IdecidedtocallMat.

Mat:Heyfriend...

Me:Hihowareyou

Mat:Erm...I'mwellandyou.



Me:Well...

(Shesighed)

Me:Areyouokay...

Mat:IalmosttoldNickaboutyou...youbeingthe

Adila.I'msorry.

Me:Atleastyoudidn'ttellhim.ButIdon'tthinkNick

willeverwanttoharmme.Butwecan'ttake

chances.Youneedtofirstfindoutifhehasany

problemwiththeAdila.Thanyoucantellhim.

Mat:Okay.Imissbeingwithyouhey...

Me:IwillseewhenIcanvisityou.

Mat:okay.

Me:oryoucancomeoverhere.

Mat:Iwillsee.HaveyoutoldTonyyet.

Me:nahihaven'tgottimetotalktohim.Butiwill

eventually.Ineedtogathermystrengths.

Mat:Mhh...Isee.ButIstilladviseyoutonottellhim.

Lalidearyoucan'tchangeaperson'smindwithjust

onego.Youcan'tchangeaperson'sperspective



thateasy.Tonyhashadhatredtowardsyoufor

years.AndIdon'tthinkitwillbethateasyforhim

toacceptthetruth.Heknowsthatyou'rethereason

whyhelosthisdad.

Me:Iknowhey...butIdon'thaveachoice.Weneed

someoneelsetohelp.Iknowwe'restrongand

powerfulandstaff.Butwealsoneedanotherhand.

Dearwitheverythingthat'shappeningIneedto

makesureIdon'tgethurt.Asthatwillalsoaffect

Austin'sweakcondition.

Mat:Igetyoudear.Butcan'tyoujustcomeupwith

anotherplan.

Me:it'sgettinglateforthat.Ineedtoactfastnow.

Mat:Isee...pleasebesafelove.

Me:Iwilldon'tworry.

Mat:Okaybye.

Me:Bye.

(Igotoutofthebathanddriedmyself.Iputonmy

blackrippedJean,blackcroptopandsneakers.I

tookmybackandwentdownstairs.)



Zia:Wehavebeenwaitingforyou.Yousurelytook

yourtime.

Me:Sorryguys.Wecangonow.

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:18]Lynne: insert41

Lali'sPOV

Sowewerenowatthemall.Westartedbydoing

shopping.Thattookalotofourtime.Mrskdidn't

comealong.Shesaidshe'snotfeelingwell.Anyway

weboughtsomanyclothes.Wedecidedtogoto

Macdonaldandbuysomethingtoeat.Itwas

alreadydarkoutside.Weordered.Iwasnowlooking

formyphoneinmybag.ButIcouldn'tfindit.I

rememberthatwetookafewpicsinthecarwith

Addison.Maybeshehasit.



Me:Addiismyphonewithyou...

(Shelookedinherbegandnoddedno)

Addi:IthinkIforgotitinthecar.Letmegoandtake

it...

Me:Don'tworryIwillgoandtakeit.

(IstoodtookthecarkeysfromZaynashewasthe

onedrivingforus.Iwenttotheparkinglot.Itwas

darkandquiet.Imademywaytothecar.BeforeI

couldevenopenthedoor.Ifeltsomeoneplacinga

clothonmyface.Mostlycoveringmynoseand

mouth.Isuddenlyfeltdizzy.

Narrated

ThethreemantookLali'sbodytotheircar.They

weredrivingveryfast.Onemadeaphonecall.

"Hello...madamwehavefoundher."

MrsKhumalo:Okay...that'sgreat.Bringherherein



myhouse.Wewillfinisheverythinginthebasement

.

"Okay"

Mrsk:Didy'llfreezethecameras

"Yeswedid...weleftnoevidenceleadingtousnor

toyou"

Mrsk:Goodjob.Comeherequicknow.

Theydrovefast.Aftersometimetheyarrived.

Everyonewasthere.IncludingMikeandKiara.Mike

washavingaglassofwhiskey.Whiletheladies

werehavingwine.TheguardstookLali'sbodyto

thebasement.Theytiedheronthechair.

MrsK:Ithinkit'sabouttime.Let'sgotoher.

(Theyalsomadetheirwaytothebasement.)

Nomhle:Iwouldliketosayafewwordstoher

beforesheiskilled.

Kiara:Wealldear.



(MrsKhumaloorderedthehitmentosplashcold

wateronLali.)

.Lali'sPOV

Iwaswokenupbycoldwaterbeingsplashedonme

.Islowlyopenedmyeyes.Theretheywere.Allfour

ofthemstandinginfrontofme.Ididn'tknowthat

MrsKhumalowouldalsobepartofthis.Ialways

thoughtshe'sachurchlady.Whoseheartispure.

Butit'sclearthatsheasnakewearingasheepskin.

Anywaytheyhavedonemegoodjob.Ineeded

blood.Nomhlemadeherwaytome.Shethrewa

fewslapsonme.

Nomhle:Uyinjasfebe(You'readogslut)

(I'mnotZulubutIdounderstanditalittle.Iknow

thatshewasswearingme.)

Nomhle:MymotherandItookagoodcareofyou.

Wemadeyoupartofourfamily.Wetreatedyoulike



oneofus.Andthisishowyouthankus.Bykilling

mybabywhatdidyougainhee?(Shepulledmyhair)

Answeme...

(Ijustkeptquiet.MrsKhumalomadeherwaytome

)

Mrsk:IbelievedinyouLali.Iwasveryfondofyou.

Andyetyouchosetodisappointmelikethis.I

treatedyoulikemyowndaughter.Ilovedandcared

foryoumorethanIdidforNomhle.Wewerealways

thereforyou.Whenyouneededashouldertocry

on.Weusedtocomfortyou.Iusedtoprayforyou

Lali.ialwaysprayedthatyoufindhappinessinyour

lifeandalsobesafe.Ithoughtyouwereagood

child.Ididn'tknowyouwouldstoopthislowandkill

mygranddaughter.Beforewecouldevenknowhis

/hergender.LaliyouhaveturnedNomhleandIinto

badpeople.Wedon'tlikekillingpeople.Butyou

havetriggeredus.Iwillneverforgiveyouforwhat

youdid.AndI'msureyou'regoingtohell.Hereis

whatyou'regoingtodo.You'regoingtousethis

untraceablephone.Andcallyourfamily.Sayyour

lastgoodbyetothem.Now.(Sheringedmydad's



phonenumber)

Dad:Hello...hello

Me:Heydad...

Dad:Lalidear?Whereareyou.Andwhosenumber

isthis.Weareallworriedaboutyou.

Me:Dad...dadcalmdown.I'mfine.AssoonasI'm

donewithwhatI'mdoing.Iwillcomehome.You

guysdon'tworry.Youknowmedad.

Dad:Ido...butwhereareyou...

(MrsKhumalodroppedthecall.Sheslappedme)

MrsK:Igaveyouinstructionsandyoudidn'tfollow.

Lalidearstopfoolingyourself.There'snowayyou

willcomeoutherealive.Justdropyouregoand

pridedear.Andfinallyadmitthatyoukilled

Nomhle'sbaby.

(SothehitmenwerecarryingAk47s'.I'mnotshook

byallofthat.WellMikeandKiara.Wereslowly

movingtothedoor.Ithinktheysuspectthatit's

abouttogetroughhere.Theytriedtoopenthedoor

butcouldn't)



Mike:Guys!guys!Weneedtogetoutofherenow.

Nomhle:What'sgoingon

Kiara:We'reindeepshit.Weneedtoleavethis

placenow.

MrsK:nowe'renotgoinganywhere.

Mike:Youdon'tunderstand...ourlivesareindanger.

Nomhle:Babe...whatareyoutalkingabout.

(Ifinallyspoke)

Me:Okay...timesforjokesareover.

(Imadetheroomdarkanduntiedmyself.)

Mrsk:What'sgoingon...Mikeexplain...what'sgoing

on.Whyisthedoornotopening.

(Theroombecamelightagain.)

Mrsk:Whountiedher?What'sgoingon?Shoother.

(Theytriedshootingbuttheirgunscouldn'twork.

OkayIalsodon'tknowaboutthat.Itransformed

intoabeast.Nomhleimmediatelypeedonherself.)

Nomhle:WTF!



Mrsk:OhhModimo(God).Fatherpleasehelp.We're

facingademon.Lucifer'sdaughter.PleaseGod

help.

Kiara:Shit...Ididn'tknowit'sthishuge.

(Islowlymademywaytothehitmen.AsIwas

goingthegroundwouldshake.Ihavenever

transformedintothislargebefore.Ididn'twaist

timerippedtheirheadsfromtheirbodies.Drank

theirblood.Ineededit.AfterIfinisheddrinkingit.I

letoutalargegrowl)

MrsK:What'sgoingonwhatareyou...

(ImademywaytoMike.Hewassweating)

Mike:PleaseLalistop!I'msorry.

(Itookhimbyhisthroat.Hewashanging.)

Mike:PleaseI'msorry.

(Iputhimdown.Theywereallnowbusycrying.I

transformedbacktomyself.Iwentbackandsaton

thechair)

Me:SoMikeIwanttogiveyouthisopportunity.

BeforeIkillyouandyoursister.Iwantyoutotell



Nomhleandhermotherwhatreallyhappened.Who

killedthebaby.Andpleasedon'tliebecauseIwon't

hesitatetokillyou.

Mike:Well...youknowexactlywhokilledourbaby

...youdid.I'mnotgoingtolie.Youkilledourbaby.

Me:Nc..nc...ncyou'resuchafoolMike.Iseeyou

don'tknowwhatI'mcapableofdoing.

(IsentKiaraacrosstheroom.Herheadwasbusy

bleeding.Mikerantoher.Kiarawasslowlylosing

herconsciousness.)

Kiara:Mike...Mike...it'sover.It'sovermybrother.

Weshouldhaveletgoofeverything.Weshould

havejustforgottenaboutwhathappenedtodad.

Looknow.Wearebusydyingforthat.

Mike:No...nosister.Don'tlosehope.Wewill

revengefather'sdeath.LALI

Me:Yes...iseverythingokaythere.

Kiara:Untilwemeetagainbrother.

(Shetookherlastbreath.Itwaskindahurtingbut

whatcanIdo.Ican'thavepeopleplottingmydeath.



Ihaveserioustroubles.)

Mike:NO(hecriedlikeababy.)LALI...IWILL

NEVERFORGIVEYOUFORTHIS.

Me:yourforgivenesshavenoeffectonmylife.

(Hestoodupandrantotakethegun.Hetried

shootingitdidn'tworkagain.)

Mike:FuckyouLali...justkillme.Killmenow.

Me:Iwillbutnotnow.AndImightnotbetheoneto

killyou.Nowspeaksothatyoucanrestinpeace.

(MikeslowlymadehiswaytoNomhleandher

mom.Whowerecurleduponthecorner)

Mike:Ikilledourbaby.NomhleIneverlovedyou

fromthebeginning.IwantedtouseyoutokillLali.

Lalikilledourfather.SoIwantedtorevengehis

death.

Me:Nomhledear.Ialwaysthoughtyouweresmart.

ButnowI'mevenwonderinghowyoumadeitto

matric.WhenyoufirsttoldMikeaboutyour

pregnancy.Hewantednothingaboutthebaby.

Aftersometime.He'sallniceandsorry.Whydidn't



youaskyourselfaboutthesuddenchange...

(NomhlestoodupandslappedMikesohard.)

Nomhle:You'readog.Howcanyoudothattome.

Ihavealwaysthoughtyoulovedme.Allofthistime

youwerepretending.Why?Whywouldyouhurtme

likethis.Ilovedyou.Ifuckinglovedyou.Ieven

turnedagainstmyfriendforyou.IhatedLali.

Me:That'sbecausehewasbusyturningyou

againstme.

Nomhle:Mike...youdon'tdeservetolive.Youand

yoursisterdeserveseverythingcomingtoyou.

(Shetookthegunandshothim.Itworkedonhim.

Iwonderwhat'swiththegun.Justlikethat.He

wasdead.Nomhlesatdownandcried.Herandmrs

Khumalohugged.)

Nomhle:Lali...we'resorry.We'retrulysorry.We

didn'tknowthetruth.I'msorryLali.Evenifyou

decidetokillmenow.Iwon'tblameyou.Ideserve

allthehatefromyou.Ihavecausedyousomuch

pain.



Mrsk:Yesdear...we'resorry.I'mdeeplysorry.Iwant

Godtopunishmerightnow.Iwasslowlyturned

againstyou.Icouldn'tseethroughyouthatyou

weretellingthetruthwhenyousaidyoudidn'tkill

Nomhle'sbaby.Iwasblindedbyhurtandanger.

(Shemadeherwaytome)

MrsK:Lalidear...Iwantyoutokillmenow.Idon't

deservetolive.Iplannedyourdeath.Imustdiefor

mysins.

(Shekneltdowncrying.ImademywaytothemI

huggedthem)

Me:Iknewthatonedaythetruthwillcomeout.I

wasn'tgoingtoharmyouguys.Youguysplayedan

importantroleinmylife.Iwasverybrokenwhen

youbothturnedagainstme.Andthefactthat

Nomhlewantedtokillme.

Nomhle:I'msorrysister.Idon'thavewordsto

describehowsorryIam.Iletamantocome

betweenus.I'msorry.

Me:Iforgiveyoutoo.It'sverylatenow.Weneedto

getridofthesebodies.WemusttakeKiaraand



Mike'sbodytotheirhome.Theotherswewillburn.

(Wedidthatandalsocleanedthebasement.They

haven'taskedaboutthebeastthing.Maybethey

arescaredtoask.Afterweweredonewemadeour

waytothedinningroom.Weprayed.)

Mrsk:Amen.

Me:I'mabeast.

Nomhle:B...buth...how.

(ItoldthemhowI'mabeast)

Nomhle:Ihavealwaysknewthattherewas

somethingbehindyouhavingnightmaresandalso

seeingthings.

Me:yeahhey...Ihavetogonow.

(Theybothhuggedme.Isaidmygoodbyeand

askedthedrivertodropmeoff.Iwassohappy.

ThatfinallythingsbetweenNomhleandIareback

tonormalandwithMrsKhumalotoo.ButIstillfeel

likeIcan'ttrustNomhle.Iknowsheapologizedand

staff.ButIfeellikeshewillbetraymeagain.Shedid

itonce.Whatwouldstophertodoitagain.Anyway



Imademywayhome.Everyonewassittingonthe

couches.Theyweren'twatchingTV.Kaylacameto

merunning)

Kayla:wherehaveyoubeendarling?

(Shehuggedme.Theyallmadetheirwaytome.

Myclotheswerecoveredinblood.)

Kayla:Whathappened

Me:Nothingserious...

Dad:CanIspeaktoyouinmyoffice.

Me:Surebutineedtobathfirst.

(Iwentupstairsandbathed.Iputonmypjsand

wenttodad'soffice.AsIenteredherantomeand

huggedme.)

Dad:I'mhappythatyou'reokay.Sitdownandtell

mewhathappened.

(Wesetdownonthecouch.Itoldhimeverything.)

Dad:Ithinkyoushoulddistanceyourselffromher.

She'snotatruefriend.Ifshewasshewouldn'thave

beeneasilyturnedagainstyou.



(Ijustsighed)

Dad:How'syourwound?

Me:Ithashealed.

Dad:That'sgreat.

Me:yeah.

(Wewentdownstairsandmadecoffee.Westarted

laughingandtalking.Kaylajoinedus.Itwasso

muchfunhey.Wehaven'tspenttimetogetherfor

thepastfewdays.)

Me:mystomachisinpainnow.Goodnightmy

loves.

Dad:nightdear.

Me:ohh...momdidyouseemyphone

K:yesit'sonthedrawer.Inyourbedroom.

Me:okthanks.

(Iwenttomyroomupstairs.Itookoutandcalled

Mat.Iknowit'slatebutshe'salwaysanswers.I

toldhereverythingthathappened.)



Mat:Youwon'tbelievewhatNicktoldme?

Me:Whathesaid

Mat:HesaidAustinhaswokenup.

(Isatupstraight.Iwasfeelingveryhappy)

Me:What?When?

Mat:Hesaidhewokeupandshoutedyourname.

Afterthatheaskedtobealone.

Me:Really?Heyfriendwewilltalktomorrow.Let

mecallmyman.

Mat:Aren'tyouangryathim

Me:Iwas...butIreallymisshim.AndIalsowantto

knowwhyhedidthat.

Mat:MhhIsee.Okaybye.

Me:Bye.

(IdialedAustin'snumber.Itriedtocallhimfor

severaltimes.Buthedidn'tanswer.Iwasso

heartbroken.Ihopehe'snotavoidinghim.Iwilltry

tocallhimtomorrow.Idriftedofftosleep.)



Itwasnowinthemorning.

Nick'sPOV

Thingswereverybusy.Thereisgoingtobea

eveningpartyforAustin.Sincehehaswokenup.

I'mveryhappythathehasfinallywokenup.I

missedhim.Iwasgoingtohishouse.Iwentin.He

wasbusygettingdressed.

Me:Heylilbro...it'sgoodyou'renowokay.

(Ipartedhisshoulder)

Austin:Yeah...

Me:HaveyoutalkedtoLali

Austin:Notyet...IwillcallherwhenIgettime.

Me:Arethingsokaybetweenyoutwo.

(Hesatdown)



Austin:Idon'tknow.Ithinkshe'sstillangryabout

whatIdid.Andalsoputtingherlifeatstakeasshe

wasalsoexperiencingmypain.

Me:Idon'tthinkso.She'sverykind.Andshealso

lovesyoudearly.

Austin:let'shopeso.AndIstillneedtotellher

aboutEmilia.

Me:Ithinkyoushouldletthatgo.She'sstillworried

aboutherpeople.Sinceyou'redad'sfavourite.Can't

youjusttalktohim.Tryandreasonwithhim.

Convincehimtoletthemgo.

Austin:Youknowverywellthat'simpossible.Dadis

amanofhiswords.Hewon'tjustchangehismind.

Me:Atleasttry...

Austin:Iwillsee...butIdon'tpromiseanything.

Me:Anywaylet'sgo...

Lali'sPOV



IhavebeentryingtocallAustin.Hestillignoresmy

calls.AnywayIwashelpingKaylamomwiththe

cooking.Andyeswenowhaveahelpinglady.She

cleansanddothewashing.She'soldandalsokind.

Matiscomingover.She'scomingovertovisitfor

sometime.Wewerebusypreparinglunch.Today

I'mtellingTony.WewerenowdoneIwenttomy

bedroom.ItookmyphoneandtriedtocallAustin

again.Hefinallyanswered.

Me:Hello.

Austin:Hello...hello...Lali?

(Hewasinthemiddleofthenoise.Iwasstruggling

tohearhim.Andhewasalsostrugglingtohearme

.)

Me:Austin...

(Hedroppedthecall.Asiwasbusyhuggingmy

pillowbusysulking.Amessagecamethroughfrom

him.



"Heybabe...Iwillcallyoutomorrow.There'saparty

goingonhere.Iloveyouandalsomissyou.Bye."

(Iwasfeelingabitbetternow.Iwasnowblushing.

Itouchedmyface.Ihadtears.

Ididn'trealizethatIwascrying.Themessagehe

sentsomehowsoothedthepainIwasfeelinginmy

fragileheart.Iwashedmyfaceandwent

downstairs.Mathadalreadyarrived.)

Mat:heyfriend...(Shewhispered)you'rebusy

blushingandglowing.WereyoutalkingtoAustin.

(Ijustsmiledandnodded)

Kayla:comesitMatdearbeforethefoodgetscold.

(Wesetdownandstartedeating.Afterwewere

done.Weallwenttoourseparateways.MatandI

sharemyroom.Wewerebusytalkingnonstop.

Untilshedriftedofftosleep.Icoveredherbody

withablanket.Iputonmynightgownandsleepers.

ImademywaytoTony'sroom.Iknocked.There

wasnoreplyIdecidedtogoInside.Hewasn'tthere.



ButIheardwaterrunning.Isatonhisbedand

waitedforhim.Aftersometimehecomeout.With

atoweltiedonhiswaist.)

Tony:Lali?Whatareyoudoinghere?Atthistime...

Me:Ineedtotalktoyou...

Tony:Okayletmegetdressedfirst.

(Iclosedmyeyes.)

Tony:Done...sowhat'sup.

Me:Canwetalkoutsideplease...Idon'twantto

wakeothers.

Tony:sure.

(Wemadeourwaytothegarden.Wesatonthe

bench.)
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Lali'sPOV



Wewerenowinthegarden.Ididn'tknowwhereto

starttellinghim.Iwasalsonervous.

Me:sohowarethingsbetweenyouandAddison...

Tony:they'refine...

Me:Mmhh...that'sgreat.

Tony:HaveyouthoughtaboutwhatItoldyouthe

otherday...

Me:Notreally...Ilovehim.Ilovehimsomuch.

AndI'mwillingtodoanythingtomakesureispend

therestofmylifewithhim...

(Hesighedandchuckled)

Tony:Youknow...Loveisareallystrangefeeling.It

makesyoufallinlovewithsomeoneit'seitheryou

won'tbeabletobewithhim/her.Orbeingwithher

isdangerous.

(IknewwherethiswasgoingsoIdecidedto



changethetopic.)

Me:Howwastherelationshipbetweenyouand

yourdad?Yourbiologicalfather...

(Hisfacialexpressionchanged.Insteadoflooking

sadhewasangry.Hisfacewasevenpale.)

Tony:Well...whatcanIsay...Ilovedhim.Hecared

forme.WehadthatDadandsonrelationship.Ilost

himwhenIwasdoinggrade9.Itreallyaffectedmy

studies.Ievenrepeatedthegrade.Mylifechanged.

Ievenhadthoughtsofkillingmyself.Butthanyour

fathercameintopicture.Thingswentbackto

normal.ButIwillneverforgivetheAdila.Shetook

themostimportantthingfrommylife...

Me:ButhowdidyouknowthatitwastheAdila...

Tony:WellIwasn'ttherewhenhedied.Butthestate

hewasin.Hisheadwasrippedfromhisbody.All

theintestineswereout.Andmyuncletoldmethat

itwastheAdila...

Me:Andyoubelievedhim...

Tony:Yeah...whywouldn'tI?Thatmanhasbeen



thereformefromdayone.Evenwhenmyfather

wasalive.ItfeltlikeIhadtwodads.SowhatImean

isheplaysanimportantroleinmylife.AndIwill

neverletanythingcomebetweenus.

Me:Mhh...Isee.ButTonythinkaboutit...why

wouldtheAdilakillyourfather.Youalsoknowthat

she'syoung.Maybeaboutyourage...whywould

shekillsomeoneshedoesn'tevenknow...

Tony:Inevertoldyouallthat...

(Myheartskippedforaminute)

Me:Well...I...so...some...how...

Tony:Youseentohavemoreinformationaboutthe

Adila.DidAustinmaybetellyou...

Me:Austin?...y...yeah...heoncetoldme.

Tony:MhhIsee.

Me:Tonywhatwouldyousay...ifIsaidI'mabeast.

(Helaughedandheldhisstomach)

Tony:SpendingtimewithAustinhasreallyfucked

yourmind.Dearyoudon'tjustwakeupandbecome



abeast.You'rebornabeast.Eventhoughthey're

peopleouttherewhoinjectthemselveswiththe

beastsblood.Andtheyturnintothem.Butinmost

casespeoplearebornbeasts.

Me:Yeah...whatifIwasbornabeast...

Tony:LalidearIwouldhaveknownfromdayone

that.Icansmellothercreatures.Andidentityifita

vampireorsomethingelse.Likeanycreature

would...Ithinkyou'refeelingsleepynow.Let'sgo

andsleep.

Me:No...we'restilltalking...

Tony:Ay...byeI'mfeelingsleepynow.

(Hewasnowmovingaway.Thisistheperfecttime

totellhim.Itransformedbutnotfullyandgrowled.

Heturned.)

Tony:WTF!

(Itransformedbacktomyself)

Tony:LALI?what?How?

Me:comeandsitdown.Iwilltellyoueverything.



Tony:WhyIwasn'tabletofeelnorsmellyou.

That'sstrange.

Me:Don'tworryIwilltellyoueverything...

(Ifirsttoldhim.Howmyfamily'sbloodline

changed.ButIdidn'ttellhimmebeingtheAdilapart.

Ineedtofirstfindouthowhefeelsaboutmebeing

abeast)

Tony:Soyoukeptthatfromme.Andyou'reonly

tellingmenow.Wow.Ithoughtwewereclose.

Me:Iwasgoingtotellyou.Iwasstillunderstanding

myselfandcapabilities.

(Hethoughtforsometime)

Tony:YoukilledAben...right?

(Inodded)

Tony:Wow...MrOwen?

(Inodded)

Tony:You'reabadass.Ithoughtyouwereallholy

andshit.Mhh..universewillamazeyousometimes

.Soyouwereatthewar?That'showyougot



wounded.ButIdidn'tseeyouthere.

Me:Well...mhh...there'ssomethingIwanttoshow

you.

Tony:Youhavesecretshey...

Me:Come.

(Ipulledhimbyhishand.Ilookedatthemoon.It's

theperfecttime.Wewerefacingeachother.I

slowlyclosedmyeyes.Andallowedthepowerof

showingtakeover.Itstartedbecomingwindy.A

voicecameoutofmeandspokeinaforbidden

language)

Me:Tueefhookszadg!

(Suddenlyitbecamestormy)

Tony:Laliwhat'sgoingon.

(whatwashappeningwasreallyweighingmedown.

)

Me:Lookatmyeyes.

(Hedid.IjusthopeIwillbeabletoshowhim



everything.IheldtohimtightasIwasslowly

loosingmystrength.Helookedforsometime.I

wasnowblinkingverymuch.BeforeIcouldevendo

anythinghethrewmeacrosstheground.Ididn't

havethestrengthtostandup.Hecametomeina

veryspeedymanner.Ijustclosedmyeyesbecause

Iknowhewasabouttofinishme.Justbeforehe

couldbitemyneck.Awolfgrowled.I'msurethat's

Mat.Iopenedmyeyesslowlyandyesitwasher.

Tonyandherstartedfighting.Ineedtostopthem.I

can'twatchmytwofavouritepeoplehurteachother.

IusedthelaststrengthIhadandstoodup.I

shoutedfromthebottomofmylungs)

Me:STOP!

(Theybothadhered.Theytransformedbacktotheir

selves.Everythingwentbacktonormal.Therewas

nolongerstorm.)

Tony:You?Awolf?Youguysare...

(Hemadehiswaytome.)

Tony:You'retheAdila.

(Myeyeswidened.Ihaven'ttoldhimanythingyet.)



Me:Who?Me?No...

Tony:OnlytheAdilacandothat.Youknowmy

uncledidwarnme.ThatifIfindtheAdila.Imust

notlistentoanywordshehastosay.Because

you'redeceptive.Youwantpeopletobelieveyour

lies.Whywouldmyunclekillmydad?Why?Answer

me...

(Hewasbusyshakingme)

Tony:Iwon'tspareyourlife.AndwhenIkillyou.

Notevenyourfriendwillbeabletosaveyou.

(Hewasmakinghiswaybacktothehouse.I

followedhim)

Me:Pleasewait.Youhavetobelieveme.Ididn'tkill

yourdad.YouneedtobelievewhatIshowedyou.I

wouldn'thavewaistedmytimeandenergyifIkilled

him.

(Hesaidnothingandrantohisroom.Isatdownon

thefloor.Matcameandhuggedme)

Me:Thanksfriend...ifyoudidn'tcomeat!theright

time.Iwouldhavebeendeadbynow.IthoughtIt



wasgoingtobeeasy.

Mat:Atleastyoutriedfriend.Let'sgoandsleep.

(Wewenttomyroom.Ichangedmypjsandwent

straighttobed.)

Austin'sPOV

Theytookmetodad'sbedroom.Everyonewas

there.WhathappenediswhileIwasbusyenjoying

theparty.IsuddenlyfeltuneasyandIwasslowly

losingmystrength.Ithappenedforsometime.But

Iwasnowokay.

Mom:Areyousureyou'refine?

Me:Yeah...

Dad:Iwanttohaveawordwithyou.Caneveryone

leave.

(Nicklookedatme.Heshowedmeasign.SayingI

mustn'ttellhimanything.Everyonewasnowout.



Dadsatnexttome.)

Dad:Son...youknowthatyou'rethenextAlpharight?

(Inodded)

Dad:Youhaveenemieseverywhere.Someyou

know.Whilesomeyoudon'tknow.Butyour

greatestenemyisyourchosenone.

(Myheartskippedforsecond)

Me:My...mychosenone?...butwho?

Dad:I'mgladyouhaven'tmether.Shewillbethe

endofyou.Ipraythatyounevercrosspathswith

her.Shewillwipeoutthewholeexistenceofthe

wolves.

(Iwasoutofwords.Whywoulddadsaysuch

thingsaboutLali.Laliisaverykindandlovinggirl.

Sheisthebestchosenone.Icouldeveraskfor.)

Dad:So...pleasesonwhenyouthinkyouhave

foundher.Don'thesitatetotellme.okay?

Me:Dad

Dad:Yes...



(Iwasnervous)

Me:WhenwillwelettheDrugiominsleave?

Dad:What?Never...theywillstayhereimprisoned

untiltheytaketheirlastbreath.They'reluckywe

givethemfood.

Me:Butdad...don'tyouthinkit'senoughnow.Don't

youthinkit'sabouttimewefinallymakepeacewith

thebeasts.Likethishasbeengoingonforyears.

Whycan'tweallforgiveandforget.

Dad:Pleaseleavemyroom.

(Ididashetoldme.Hewasveryangry.SoIdon't

wanttoupsethimmore.ImademywaytoNick)

Nick:Sowhatwashesaying...

Me:Youknowhim...hewasbusywarningme

aboutLali.

Nick:Didyouaskhimaboutlettingthosepeople

go...

Me:HegotveryangryandsaidImustleavehis

room.It'sclearthatwillneverhappen.



Nick:That'saproblem...

Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupandtookabath.Imademyway

downstairs.EveryonewasthereexceptforTony.I

satdown.

Dad:Where'sTony?Someonegoupstairsandcall

him.

(Istoodup)

Me:Iwillgoandcallhim...

(Imademywaytohisroom.Itwasn'tlocked.He

wasn'tthere.Iknockedonthebathroom.Nothing.I

openedthebathroomdoorbuthewasn'tthere.I

sawanoteonthebed.

"Getreadybeastwomen...we'recomingforyou.



Love

VTony"

(Thisiscrazy.InowhavetofightwithTony.That's

notgoingtohappen.Iwentdownstairs.)

Me:He'snotinhisroom.

Dad:What?

Me:Hejusttextedme.Hesaidhe'svisitingoneof

hisfriends.

Dad:mhhisee.

(Weate.Dadleft.)

Addi:Guysletgooutclubbingtonight...

Mat:Greatidea...

Me:yeah...AgoldbottleofMoetwilldomegood.

(Asitwasveryhotoutside.Wedecidedtogoand

swim.AsIwassittingwithbothmylegsinthepool.

Austin'scallcamethrough.)



Me:Hello...

Austin:Hi...I'msorryaboutyesterday...

Me:Nah...Iwasnothing.

Austin:Mm...k...sohowareyou?

Me:I'mwellandyou

Austin:I'mwell...I'mbackinthecity.CanIseeyou

tonight.

Me:Youguyscanjoinus.Thegirlsandiaregoing

out.

Austin:Oh...ok...wewillpickyouguysup.

Me:Sure.

Austin:Seeyouthan.

(Itoldthegirlsthat.Youguysshouldhaveseen

Mat'sface.Itwasfullofglow.)

Zia:Can'twaitfortonight.Willhisfriendsbethere.I

wantaonenightstandformyself...

Me:God...aren'tyouandOdindating.

Zia:Nah...hesaidhewantstohavefunwithme.



Me:Really?Andyoulovedhim.

Zia:Yeah...IhavemanagedtoburythefeelingsI

hadforhim.

Addi:Havefun?Whosaysthattoabeautifulgirllike

you

Mat:Hesurelydoesn'tknowwhathe'smissingout.

Me:Yeah...(Aswewerebusytalking.Nomhlecalled)

Nomhle:Erm...hello

Me:Hey...

Nomhle:Howareyou...

Me:I'mwellandyou...

(Itwasonloudspeaker.)

Nomhle:Well...

Me:Mhh...that'sgood.

Nomhle:Yeah...Iwasjustcheckinguponyou.

Me:That'sgreat.



(Theconversationwewerehavingwasjust

awkward,coldandboring.ThingsbetweenNomhle

andIwillneverbethesameastheywerebackthan

.)

Nomhle:Iwaswonderingifwecouldgoout.Do

someshoppingtogetherandgrabalunchat

Steers...

Me:Ermm...I'mreallysorrybutIcan't.I'mverybusy.

Nomhle:Tomorrowthan

Me:Nah...thesecomingdays...I'mverybusy...

Nomhle:MhhIsee...Iguessbye.

Me:Bye...

(Idroppedit.Thegirlsletoutaloudlaugh)

Mat:Shameshe'smissingherbestie.

Nomhle'sPOV

WelltobehonestIfeellikeLaliisavoidingme.I



reallymessedup.Imissher.Imissmyfriendso

much.Imissedthedayswhenwewouldsleep

together.Buysimilarclothes.Haveatalkabout

boys.Ireallymissher.Sowhathappenedis.We

crematedKiaraandMike'sbody.Wetooktheir

mothertotheMentalasylum.Sinceshe'snot

respondingtoanything.Weaskedthedoctorthere

togivehersomethingthatwillmakesureshe

doesn'thealorsomething.WellmymomandIare

nowrunningtheOwenbusinesses.Wehadtobribe

thelawyersandmakeitlooklikeMikeandIwere

married.Toincommunitypropertymarriage.Iheard

theyhadanuncle.Buthehasn'tbotheredusyet.

SonextyearIwilldoashotcourseonbusiness

management.We'reabouttogetrich.Iwashaving

winewithmymotherattheOwenmansion...

Mom:Fabuloushousetheyhad...

Me:Sureitis.

Mom:HowarethingsbetweenyouandLali...

Me:Idon'tthinkthingswilleverbethesame.She's



avoidingme.It'slikeshewantsnothingtodowith

me...

Mom:Icantalktoherforyouifyouwant.

Me:Nah...lethertakehertime.Ihavehurtherso

much.

Tobecontinued

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Lali'sPOV

SoIwasbusygettingdressed.Austin'scarwas

alreadyparkedoutside.Wellthegirlshadalready

left.Iputonmyrippedskinnyjean,whitecroptop

andwhitesneakers.Itakemybagandphoneand

wenttohiscar.Isatonthefrontpassengerseat.



Him:Yousurelytookyourtime...

(Ijustsmiled)

Him:You'relookingbeautifulthough.

Me:Thanks...youaren'tthatbadeither.

(I'mlying.He'slookingsoappetizinghot.)

Him:Iwilltakethatasacompliment.

(Hisotherhandwasdrivingwhereastheotherone

washoldingmyhand.Hewouldkissmyhandevery

nowandthen.)

Him:Istillcan'tbelieveyou'remygirlfriend.

Me:Wellaren'tyougoingtotellmeaboutwhyyou

druggedmeandlockedmeinsideyourroom.

Him:Wellaboutthat...I'msorry.Iwantedtomake

surethatyouweresafe.

(Hesighed)

Him:Lali...IlostmywifebecauseIwascareless.I

didn'ttellherthetruthnorwarnheraboutthe

outcomeofbeingpregnantmybaby.Idon'twantto

loseyouLali.YouandIweremeanttobetogether.



It'smydutytomakesureyou'resafeandsound.

(Ijustnodded)

Him:Doyouforgiveme...

Me:no...

(Hemadeafunnypoutyface.Ilaughed)

Me:I'mjoking.Iforgaveyoulongtimeago.I

cannotstayangryatyouforalongtime.Iloveyou.

(Hekissedmycheek.Wefinallyarrivedtothisclub

weusuallygoto.Itwassofull.Matwavedatusto

come.Wemadeourwaytothem.Theyhave

alreadyboughtdrinks.TherewasAustin'sfriends

andbrothers.Ondreaz'swifewasalsohere.The

guywhowassittingnexttoOndreazlookedfamiliar.

HelooksexactlylikeTayler.Hishaircut.Butwas

wearingexpensiveclothes.AsmuchasIknow

Taylerwouldn'tevenaffordLacostesneakers.Yet

heiswearingaGuccitshirt.Maybeit'snothim.

Howcanhebeherewhensomeareimprisonedand

somedied.Wesatdown.Hekeptstealingglances

ofme.IwhisperedtoAustin)



Me:What'sthatguy'sname...

Him:Whichone?

Me:TheonesittingnexttoOndreazandwearinga

Guccitshirt.

Him:Ohhthatoneisourfriend.Buthe'smoreclose

toOndreaz.Wewenttothesameuniversity.His

nameisTayler.

Me:What?

Him:doyouknowhim?.

Me:Well...Ido.

(Tayler?University?What?...what'sgoingonhere.

Howcomehe'shere.Thiswasn'tgivingmepeace.

AnywaywhenIgettimeIwillaskhim.Heowesme

someexplanation.wewerebusyenjoyingourselves.

Havingdrinksandtalking.Austinwouldkissme

nowandthen.Aswewerebusylaughing.Emilia

madeherwaytous.Shewaswithsomeothertwo

girls.Shewaswearingaveryshortminiskirtanda

croptop.Matlookedatme.Ijustshruggedmy



shoulders.)

Emilia:Heyguys...

(WellAustin'sfriendsgreetedherback.)

Emilia:Erm..heyLali

(What?Iclearedmythroat)

Me:Hey...howareyou?

Emilia:I'mgoodandyourself.

Me:Good.

Emilia:Well...AustinIwasatyourhouse.The

guardsdidn'tallowmetocomein.(Sheglancedat

me)WellIwantedtotakemytoiletriesand

underwearIforgotatyourhouse.Thatdayofthe

familygathering.(IlookedatMat.IjusthopeEmilia

issayingthatjusttomakemeangry.Ihopeit'snot

true.)Well...

(Beforeshecouldsayanything.Austinstoodup

anddraggedherawayfromus.Ididn'tseehisface.

ButIcanfeelthatshe'sangry.Whywouldheget

angryifwhatEmiliawassayingwasn'ttrue.Mata

cameandsatnexttome)



Mat:I'msorryfriend...

Me:Why?What'swrong?

Mat:Well...Ididn'twanttocauseanycommotion

betweenAustinandyou.Youguyslookgood

together.

(Iwasconfused.)

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout.

Mat:Wellonthatday...(Nickmadehiswaytous.

HetookMatbyherhand.)

Mat:NoLalideservestoknow.

Nick:Iknow...butit'snotourplacetotellher.Wait

forAustintotellher.

Mat:But

Nick:No...

(Theywentbacktowheretheyweresitting.It

seemsI'mtheonlyoneinthedark.Theyknowthe

truth.Ijustpraythatwhateverthey'rehidingfrom

me.Doesn'thavetodowithEmilia.)



Austin'sPOV

LaliandIwerehavingaverygoodtime.Thanthis

bitchdecidedtoruineverything.Whenshewas

busytalkingIdraggedheroutsidetheclub.I

slappedheracrossherface.iwassoangry.

Me:Didn'tItellyoutonevercrosspathswithme?

Didn'tI?

Emilia:ohwowAustin...youtookmyvirginity.You

promisedmetheworld.Yousaidyouweregoingto

spendtherestofyourlifewithme.

(Shetouchedmyface.Iremovedthemand

slappedheragain)

Emilia:Austin...youandIbelongtogether.Wecan't

justletthatbitchcomebetweenus.Whatwehad

wasbeautifulAustin...

Me:Wehadnothing.Getthatthroughyourthick

skull.Anddon'tevercallmygirlfriendabitch.

(Ileftherthereandwentbackinside.Isatdown



andfinishedawholeglassofwhiskey.)

Lali:So?

(Ilookedather)

Lali:Aren'tyougoingtotellmeaboutwhatEmilia

said.

Me:Well...it'snothing.

Lali:Austin...

Me:Nothing.

Lali:SowhatEmiliasaidwastrue.Right?.Shewas

atthefamilygathering.

Me:Ermm...wellLove...yeah...I'msorry.Youknow

whathappenedis...MomsomehowfoundoutthatI

haveagirlfriend.Soshewantedtomeether.Ihad

tobringsomeone.Youknowverywellthatshecan't

meetyou.SoIaskedEmilia...

Lali:Wow...Austin.outofalltheladiesoutthere.

YouchoseEmilia.Wow.

Me:I'msorrybabe.Iwasn'tthinkingstraight.Itwas

alsoalastminutething...babeI'msorry.



Lali:Andyoudidn'tseetheneedtotellme.

Me:Well...Iwasgoingtotellyou...I'msorry.And

wealsohadsex.

(Herfacedropped.SomewayoranotherIhadto

tellherthetruth.Shedeservestoknow.Shehad

tearsonhereyes.Shetookherphone)

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Lali:I'mcallinganUber.Iwanttogohome.

(Itriedtoholdherhand)

Lali:Donttouchmeplease...

Me:I'msorryLali.

Lali:No...I'msorry.I'msorryforlovingyouwith

honestyandsopassionately.Wehaven'teven

finishedayeardating.Alreadyyouhavecheated.

Whatwillhappeninthefuture.DoIhavetobareall

yourcheatingwaysbecauseyou'remychosenone.

(Shewastalkingsoftlysothatpeoplewon'thearus

.)

Me:I'msorry...I'mtrulysorry.



(Shetookherbagandwentoutside.Ifollowedher.

Shestoodbytheroad.)

Me:Iwilltakeyouhome...

Lali:Don'tbother...

(Igrabbedherhandandtookhertomycar)

Lali:leavemealoneAustin...

(Ipushedherinsideandclosedthedoor.Iwentto

myseatandstarteddriving.Shewasquiteallthe

way.Andbusylookingoutsidethewindow.

Insteadofdrivingherhome.Itookhertomyhouse.

Iparkedthecar.Iwenttoherside.Iopenedthe

doorforher.)

Lali:Iwanttogohome.

Me:pleasecomeinside.Sothatwecantalk.

(Shewentinsidethehouse.WhenIgotinshe

threwherbackatme)

Lali:Talkaboutwhatexactly?Youhavesaid

enough...Iregret...

(Imademywaytoher.Sheslowlymovedback



untilshewastrappedbythewall.)

Me:IwanttoshowyouhowsorryIam.

(Shelaughedsarcastically)

Lali:byhavingsexwithme.WowAustin.Ididn't

knowyouthoughtthatlowofme.ListenhereI'm

notyourbitchEmilia.Whoyoucanhavesexwith

wheneveryouwant.

(Icuppedherfaceandkissedher.Shereturnedthe

kiss.Wekissedforsometime.Afterthatshe

pushedmeandthrewaveryhotslaponmycheek.

It'slikeIwashitbyaman.Iimmediatelybecame

angry.Iwenttoherandgrabbedherbothupper

armsandpolitelysaid:)

Me:Don'tever...andImeaneverlayyourhandon

me.BecauseIwillhurtyoureallybad.

Lali:(Shechuckled)Youwillalsogethurt.

Me:IknowI'mtheoneatfaultbutthatdoesn'tgive

youthepermissiontoslapme.Makethisthelast

timeyouslapme.

(imademywaytothedoor.)



Me:Iforgiveyou.

(Iwenttomycaranddrovebacktotheclub.)

Mat:where'sLali?...howisshe?

Me:Shewillbefine...

Lali'sPOV

"Forgiveme".Hebana...OkayIdon'tknowwhatgot

intome.Iregretslappinghim.Ishouldn'thave

disrespectedhimlikethat.ButwhatcanIsay.igot

veryangrywhenwewerekissingIimaginedhim

kissingEmiliaandIimmediatelygotangry.When

hegrabbedmeIthoughthewasgoingtohurtme.

AnywaysIdon'tthinkthingsbetweenAustinandI

willeverbethesame.YesIlovehim.ButIdon't

thinkIwillevertrusthim.Itookmyphoneand

calledtheuberagain.Iwon'tspendthenighthere.

Luckyenoughhedidn'tlockthedoor.Iwentoutside

andwaited.Theuberarrived.AftersometimeIgot

home.Iwentstraighttomybedroom.Itookaquick



bathandwenttobed.

Tayler'sPOV

Itwasnowinthemorning.WellIwasinmyhouse.

Yesmyhouse.OndreazandIareverygoodfriends.

Eventhoughhesometimesactsallbossy.Wellwe

arealsobusinesspartners.Alsowhenhewantsto

getridofsomeoneIhelphim.Andhewouldpayme

averygoodamount.WellIdidn'tknowLaliwas

datingAustin.WellIthinkIcanusethattomy

advantage.

Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupandtookabath.Matwasstillasleep.I

gotdressedandstoodbythebalcony.Thesunwas

hittingdifferent.Iclosedmyeyesandalloweditto

hitmyskin.



Mat:I'msorry...

(Iopenedmyeyesandturnedback.)

Me:You'reup

Mat:I'msorryLali.Forhidingthetruthfromyouall

thistime.

(Iheldherhands)

Me:no...youshouldn'tapologize.It'snotyourfault.

It'sAustin's.Heshouldhavetoldme.

Mat:Butstill...

Me:No...nohe'stheoneatfaulthere.Heistheone

whocheated.YouandNickhavedonenothing.

(Shesighedandleanedonthebalcony)

Mat:Ihopethingsbetweenyouandhim...willsoon

gobacktothesame.

Me:Idon'tthinkso...IthinkInowhavetofocus

moreonmakingsurethepeoplefromDrugiomin

arereleased.

Mat:Yeah...haveyoutriedtocallTony



Me:Ihavegivenup...I'vetriedbuthiscellphoneis

switchedoff.

(Ziagotin)

Zia:Heygirls...thebreakfastisready.

Me:Thanks.

(Mattookaquickbath.Iwaitedforhertofinish.

Wethanwentdownstairs.Wejoinedeveryoneon

thetable.)

Me:Tonyhasn'tcomebackyet

Kayla:Hedidcomeyesterday...laterthough.He

tookmostofhisclothes.Hesaidhewillbestaying

withhisunclejustfornow.

Me:MhhIsee...daddoyouknowwherehisuncle

live?

Dad:Yeah...Thehousehe'slivinginwasboughtby

meforhim.

Me:Mhh...canyousendthelocationofittome.I

reallywanttovisithim.

(Hesentit.Ifinishedeatingandwentbacktomy



room.Matfollowedme.)

Mat:Lali...Idon'tthinkit'sagoodIdeatogosee

him.Hemaynotbepleasedtoseeyou.Lalihemay

harmyou.Himandhisuncle.

Me:Don'tworry...Tonywillneverharmme.He

oncelovedmeremember?...Tonycaresforme.

Mat:Gosh...okayI'mcomingwithyouthan.SinceI

won'tbeabletoconvinceyourstubbornass.

Me:Youwillstayinthecarthough...

Mat:No...Iwillgoinsidewithyou.

Me:Mat...

Mat:No...it'snotupfordiscussion.I'mgoingin

withyou.

(WetookourJerseysandcarkeys.Wewent

downstairs.)

Zayn:Canwealsocomewithyouguys...wereally

misshim

(MatandIlookedateachother.)

Zia:Yeah...Wewillalsobuyfewdrinksontheway.



Me:No...I...

Jase:Wearecomingwith...

Mat:But...

Zayn:no...no...nowe'rewithin.

Me:Fine.

(Weusedtwocars.JaseandIweredriving.They

werefollowingourcar.Maybecomingwiththem

isn'tabadidea.Sowefinallyarrivedtowhat

seemedlikeanoldhouse.Thathasn'tbeenusedfor

years.Thepaintwasevenpeelingoff.Weall

parkedoutside.)

Jase:Lali...areyousurethisisthehouse?

Me:Yeah...PleasecheckagainMat.

(Shedid)

Zia:WhywouldTonyleaveourbigbeautiful

mansionforthis.

Me:Guyslet'sgoinsideandfindout.

(Wegotinandwenttothedoor.Weknockedfor

quitealongtime.Iknowthey'reinside.Icansmell



theirblood.)

Addi:GuysIthinkweshouldjustgobackhome.It's

evengettingdarkandfreakynow.

Me:Let'swaitalittle.

(Ishouted)

Me:TONYCOMEONMAN...OPENTHEDOOR.WE

KNOWYOU'REINTHERE.J...

(beforeIcouldevencontinue.Thedooropened.

Butitwasn'tTony.Hemadewayforustocomein.

Itwasverydarkinhere.Onecandlewaslit.He

assembledustowhatlookedlikealounge.The

couchesweresoold.Ahumanbloodwassmelling

inhere.)

"waithere...IwillgoandcallTony"

(Inahighspeedhewentaway.Ihopeothersdidn't

noticethat.IlookedatMat.Afterwewaitedfor

longwewerenowevendrinkingourwine.Tony

came.Hewasn'thimself.Hehadblackcircles

aroundhiseyes.Hisfacewaspale.Imademyway

tohim.Itriedtotouchhim.Butheforcefully



removedmyhand.)

Jase:...areyouguysokay...didyousomehowgot

intoafight?

(Ifakedasmile)

Me:No...y..yes...actually.He'sangrythatIwasn'tat

homewhenhecame...

Zayn:Dudeareyouokay?Youlooklikeyou're

abouttodie.

Tony:I'mfine...Ijusthaveafever.Anditwouldbe

betterifyou'llleave.Ineedtogetsomesleep.

Zia:nah...we'renotgoinganywhere.We'rehereto

visityou.

Addi:Yeah...I...wemissyou.

Tony:EVERYONELEAVE!

(Heshouted.Everyonewentquiet.Hisunclecame)

Him:Ithinkitwillbebetterifyou'llgo.Tonyisn't

fine.

Zia:Never...we'renotgoingwithoutyou.Wecannot

leaveyouinthishouse.It'sjustnotinourstandard.



Tony:Iwouldreallyappreciateitifyoucouldnot

insultmyuncle'shouse.

Me:CanItalktoyouinprivate...

(Theuncle'seyeswidened.Herepulsesme.)

Him:Nothappening...

Me:excuseme?

Him:Isaidyouwillnottalktohim.

(Icametohimandwhisperedonhisear)

Me:ItseemslikeyouhaveforgottenthatI'mthe

Adila.Icanripyourchestrightnow.

Him:Iwanttoseeyoutry.Oneofthecomingdays

youwillbeaskingforsympathyfromme.AndTony

willbetheonefeedingonyou.

(Iswallowedhard)

Me:Shame...Tonywouldneverdothattome.

(IwentbacktowhereIwasstanding)

"Son...youcantalktoher.."

(Tonywentawayandifollowedhim.Wellwegot



outusingabackdoor.Ididn'tknowthisplacewas

thisbig.ItwasverydarkbutIcouldseetrees.He

stoodandfacedme.)

Tony:WhatdoyouwantfrommeAdila?...Wasn't

killingmyfatherenoughtosatisfyyou?...wasn't

destroyingmylifeenough.

(Hegrabbedmesotightonmyupperarms.)

Me:Tony...you'rehurtingme...

Tony:Hurtingyou?Thepainyou'refeelingnowis

nothingcomparedtothepainIfeltwhenIlostmy

dad.

(Inowhadtears.Ireallydon'twanttofighthim.

He'sangry.Whowouldn'tbe)

Me:ButTony...howmanytimesmustItellyouthat

Ididn'tkillyourfather.Youruncleisbusyfeeding

youlies.Ineverkilledyourdad.

Tony:Ohhpleasesparemewithyourcrocodile

tearsandpleasestoplying.

Me:IfIkilledhim.WhywouldIriskmyselfand

comehere.IfIkilledhimIwouldn'thavegoneextra



milestoshowyouthetruth.Isacrificedmy

strengthsforyou.

(Myphoneringed.IlookedatthecallerIDitwas

Austin.Ididn'tanswerit.Hekeptcalling.Idecided

toswitchoffmyphone.)

Me:Tony...Ineedyou.Ineedyourhelp.Youneed

tohelpme.I'moutofoptions.Mypeoplearein

danger.Ineedtofreethemandmakesurethey're

safe.Ican'tdoallofthatalone.Ineedyou.

Tony:Pleaseleave...Ineverwanttoseeyourface

hereagain.

(Hemadehiswayinsidethehouse.Whenwegot

insideheturnedback)

Tony:Untilwemeetagain...andthatdaywillbe

yourlastonearth.AndwhenIkillyou...Noteven

yourAustinwillbeabletosaveyou.

(Hewentaway.Iwipedmytearsandwentto

others.)

Me:Let'sgo...

Zia:No...wearen'tleavingwithoutTony...



Addi:I'mstayingbehind.

Me:Okay...fine...ifyouguyswanttostay.Thanstay.

(MatandIwenttothecar.Theyalsofollowed.The

drivewasverysilent.Wearrived.Weallwenttoour

separaterooms.)

Mat:Sowhatdidhesay...

Me:Whagelsewouldhesay...besidetellingme

thatthey'regoingtokillhim....

(Iswitchedmyphoneon.Missedcallsand

messagesstartedfloodinginmyphone.Theywere

fromAustin.

Someofthemessageswerereadasfollow

"Lali...IknowIshouldhavetoldyou.IknowI

shouldhaveneversleptwithher.ButI'msorry.Can

youpleaseansweryourphone."

"Whereareyou?...areyouokay?...Ijustwantto

makesureyou'reokaywhereyouare.Please

answeryourphone"



"Okay...ifyoudon'tansweryourphonerightatthis

instance...Iwillcometoyourhouse..."

"Lali...answeryourdamnphone..."

"I'msorryforthelastmessage...Ijustwanttohear

yourvoicelove"

(Theyweresomany.Ican'treadthemall.Isome

howfoundmyselflaughing.Thisboyfriendofmine

though.Yesdon'tyou'lllookatmelikethat.Iknow

hecheatedbuthe'sstillmyboyfriendandwill

foreverbe.Iknowourrelationshipwon'tbethe

same.ButIstilllovehim.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

Iwillpostanotherinsertlater.

Thankyoufor2k.

[06/23,08:19]Lynne: Insert44



Lali'sPOV

IdecidedtocallAustin.

Him:Hey...Whywereyounotansweringmycalls.

Me:Iwasstillangryatyou...

Him:thatmeansyou'renolongerangry.

Me:Nomr...I'mstillangryatyou...

Him:I'msorryLali...canyoupleaseforgiveme.I

alreadyfeellikeshitforwhatIdid.Pleaseforgive

memylove.

Me:underonecondition...

Him:I'mlistening.

Me:Ifyoucanhelpmegetmypeoplefrombeing

imprisoned.

Him:Lali...Ican'tdothat.Icannotgoagainstmy

father'sword.I'msorrylovebutIcan't.

Me:I'mnotafool.Idon'twantyoutogoandtell



yourfathertofreethem.Iwantyourhelp...Iwantto

useyouasabaittoyourfather.

Him:Idon'tfollow

Me:Well...wewillmakeitlooklikeIkidnappedyou

toyourfather.Andinstructhimtofreethemifhe

wantsyoualive.AndIknowyourdadlovesyouso

much.Andhewillneverallowanythingbadto

happentoyou.Asyou'rethenextAlpha.You're

holdingthefutureoftheOegrate.

Him:Yourplanissmart.ButLali...whatyouwantto

startwon'tendwell...Hemayharmyou...AndLali

Imeanit...pleasejustletallofthisgo.

Me:Never...yourpeopleareokay,safeandsound.

Butmypeoplearen't.AndyousuggestIleavethem

theretodie.Never.Ifitcallsforawartofreethem.

ThanI'mready...

Him:ididn'tmeanthat...ButLali...

Me:goodnightAustin.

Itwasnowinthemorning.



Tony'sPOV

WellwhenLaliandotherscamehere.Myuncleand

Iwerebusyfeedingonahuman.Ihavebeenreally

sick.I'mstrugglingtosleep.Itfeelslikemybodyis

insomebattlewithmymindandheart.Mymind

keeptellingmetokillLali.Butmyheartisagainst

that.Iloveher.Ilovehersomuchandforeverwill.I

havebeenaskingmyselfif:AmIangryatLali

becausemyuncletoldmeshekilledmydad.Oritis

becauseIloveherandshedoesn'tlovemeback.

MyuncleandIwerehavingbreakfast.Forthefirst

timewe'rehavingaproperbreakfast.Weusually

drinkaglassofbloodthatcontinuewithwhatever

weweredoing.

Uncle:Thebasementisnowready.Wenowjust

needacageandchains.

(Ikeptquietandcontinuedeating)



Uncle:Arewestilltogetherson.

Me:Idon'tknowuncle.Afteryesterday...Ihavebeen

feelingverystrange.UncleareyousurethatLaliis

theonethatkilledmyfather?

(Hisfacialexpressionchanged.Hestarted

sweating.)

Me:Areyouokay?

(Hefakedasmile)

Uncle:W..well..I...I'mfine.

(There'ssomethinghe'shidingfromme.Iwonder

whatisit.ButallIknowishewouldneverharmmy

dad.Theywereveryclose.)

Me:YouknowIhavebeenthinkingaboutwhatLali

toldme.Ifshereallykilledmydad.Shewouldn'tbe

cominghere.Shewouldn'thave...

Uncle:That'swhyIdidn'twantyoutotalktoher.

TheAdilaisfulloftricks.Shecanmakeyoubelieve

somethingthatisnottrue.

Me:Andhowdoyouknowthat?



Uncle:W...well...Iknow.I'mold.Iknoweverything

aboutthesepowerfulcreatures.

Me:DidyouknowthattheAdilahasapowerto

showsomeone...something?

(WellIhavenevertoldhimaboutwhatLalishowed

me.)

Uncle:Yes...Andsometimeswhattheyshowyou

isn'ttrue.

Me:Really?

(Henodded)

Me:UncleifImayask...wherewereyouwhenthe

"Adila"killedmydad.BecauseasmuchasIknow

youguyswerealwaystogether...

Uncle:Well...onthatdayweweren'ttogether.Iwas

havingadinnerwith...withmygirlfriend.LittledidI

knowthattheAdilawasgoingtoattackhim.

Me:sohowdidyouknowtheAdilakilledhimifyou

weren'tthere?

Uncle:What'swiththesequestions?



Me:Iaskedaquestionuncle?

Uncle:Well...erm..OnlytheAdilacankilllikethat.

There'snocreaturethatcutssomeone'sbodyand

hangitpiecebypiece.Andevencoverthewalls

withbloodintentionally?

Me:Intentionally?

Uncle:Well...

Me:itcanbepossiblethattheAdilaisnotbehind

mydad'sdeath.Maybethere'ssomeonetryingto

confuseus.

Uncle:Butson...I'msure.She'stheonethatkilled

him

Me:No...Ineedtodosomeinvestigation.Ineedto

findoutwhokilledhim.AndIswearonmyfather's

graveIwon'tsparethatperson...

Uncle:Andson...howareyougoingtodothat...

Me:FirstIneedthefootageoftheplacehewas

killedat.

Uncle:Butithappenedbackintheyears.I'msure

the...



Me:Canwejuststaypositive.AnywayI'mgoingto

takeabath.SoIcan

getstartedwithmyinvestigation.

(Iwentupstairsandtookaquickbath.Iputonmy

Vneckwhitetshirt,BlackskinnyJeanand

sneakers.Itakethecarkeysthandroveoff.)

Uncle'sPOV

FucktheAdila.She'sbusymessingupmyplan.I

quicklycalledmyrighthandman.

"Hey...bigV"

Me:Ineedyoutohelpmewithsomething.

"Anythingmyman"

Me:Doyourememberthepersonwekilledatthe

oldbuildingbythe...

"Irememberverywell.Howyoukilledyourpoor



brother"

Me:Yeah...Iwantyoutomakesurethatallthe

CCTVfootageiserased.Ican'trememberifwedid

ornot.

"OkayIwillgorightnow"

Me:Andpleaseusethebackdoortogetin.Tony

mightalreadythere.

"Hisson?"

Me:yeah.

"Okay...I'monitrightnow."

(Ihungedup.Ijusthopehewillmakeitintime.I

can'tletmyplanforyearstofail.Tonycan'tfindout

thetruth.Ineedtofastentheprocess.Beforethe

truthcomesout)

Tony'sPOV



Iwenttothisoldbuilding.Themaindoorwas

locked.Ihadtobreakmywaythrough.Iwasbusy

searchingeveryroomforthecomputers.AsIwas

inoneofthebedroomsIsawablackMercedes

drivingoff.Imanagedtocaptureitnumberplate.

Someonewashere.Butwhocoulditbe.That

personmighthavesawmecomingandmadehis

wayin.Butitlookslikehehasbeenhereforsome

time.Andthestrangethingisit'sonlymyuncle

andIwhoknewthatIwascominghere.AnywayI

continuedwiththesearchinguntilIfoundtheroom

Iwaslookingfor.Theyweresomanycomputers

showingdifferentrooms.Ilookedfortheonethat

wasshowingtheroomthatmyfatherwaskilledin.

LuckilyIstillremembertheyearhewaskilledand

themonth.Ilookedforthefootagebuttherewasn't

any.Fuck!theymusthaveerasedeverything.I

mademywaytothedoor.Ithanrememberedthe

personwhowashere.Itriedtolookonthecameras

whathewasdoingbuttheysaidthefootagewas

deletedafewminutesago.Andthey'realsofreezed

.Theonlyfootagethatwasnotnoterasedand

workingistheoneshowingthebackyard.It



showedamandressinginallblackgettinginhere.

Andalsodrivingoff.

Me:Whoisthisguy?Ihavenevermethimbefore.

(Idrovebacktomyuncle'shouse.Isatonthe

couchwithhim.Thistimearoundhewasdrinkinga

beer.)

Uncle:Howdiditgo?Didyoufindanything?

Me:NoIdidn't...somemotherfuckerwasthere

beforeme.Heerasedeverything.

Uncle:Shit.

Me:ButImanagedtogethisnumberplate.Ialso

sawhisfaceontheCCTVfootage.

Uncle:What?Imeanthat'sgood.

Me:yeah...tomorrowIwillaskAddisontotryand

trackit.She'sverygoodwiththisthings.

Uncle:mhhIsee.



Austin'sPOV

ImissLalisomuch.Iwishthingscanjustgoback

tothesame.IwassittingNickonthecouch.We

werejusthavingdrinks.ItoldhimaboutLali'splan.

TaylerandOndreazwalkedin.

Ondreaz:Thelittleones...

Me:Heybigbro...

Nick:Hey...What'sup?...becauseIknowyouguys

wouldn'tjustcomeheretovisitus...

Tayler:Nah...wecametochillwithyouguys

Me:MhhIsee...letmegoandtakemoredrinksthan.

(Itookonebottleofwhiskeyandbeers.Westarted

drinking.AswewerebusyLaliandMatwalkedin.I

stoodupandmetthemhalfway.IlookedatLali)

Me:Lali?Babe...hey

(Iwantedtokissher.ButIdon'twanttomakeher

angry.)



Lali:Hey...

Me:Please...pleasecomeandsitdown

(Wesatdown.)

Lali'sPOV

WellIdidn'tknowweweregoingtofindOndreaz

andTaylerhere.Maybetheycanalsohelpinmy

plan.ButTaylerhatesme.Idoubt.

Me:Hey...guys...

Tayler:Lali...

Me:Erm...Well...TaylercanIspeaktoyou...in

private.

Tayler:Why?Iseverythingokay?

Me:Yeah...

(Austinlookedatme.TaylerandIstoodup.We

wentoutside.Inthegarden)



Tayler:Sowhat'sup?

Me:Iwanttoaskyouafewquestions?

Tayler:Yessure

Me:Wherewereyouwhenthewolvesattackedat

theDrugiomin?

Tayler:WellIwashereintown

Me:What?Doingwhat?Whybecauseyouknew

exactlythattherewasgoingtobeawar.

Tayler:YouknowLali...Ishouldbeaskingthat

...wherewereyouwhenthewarwasgoingon

Me:W...we..wellIhadanimportantworkto

do

Tayler:Wow...Lali...what'smoreimportantthanthe

peopleyouclaimtobeyourpeople.

Me:Iwantedtobethereforthem.Butsomething

preventedme.

(Ilookeddown)

Tayler:Icanhelpyouthough



Me:Really?...becausethelasttimeIcheckedyou

hatedme.

(Hecameclosetome)

Tayler:Idon'thateyou.

Me:Mhh...andyouthinkIshouldbelievethat.

(Hecamemoreclose)

Tayler:Yourchoice.

(Hekeptlookingatmyeyes.Itwasnowgetting

uncomfortable)

Me:Ithinkweshouldgoback...tothehouse.

(Hesmirkedandmadehiswayin.Itookadeep

breathandjoinedhim.IsatnexttoAustin.)

Me:Well...whathaveyouthoughtaboutmyplan

Nick:Laliit'sverydangerous.Itcanbackfire.

Me:Butyouguysareheretohelpmeright.Wecan

doit...

Tayler:Sowhat'stheplan

(Itoldhim)



Ondreaz:Well...Yourplanisbrilliant.Comeonguys

wecandoit.

(NickandAustinlookedateachother)

Me:What?

Nick:Ondreazdidyoujustsay"we"doyouinclude

yourselftoo.

Ondreaz:Yeah...whywouldn'tIhelpmylittle

brother'sgirlfriend.

Austin:Wow...Ihaveneverheardyoutalkinglike

that.Areyouokay.

(HetouchedOndreaz'sforehead)

Austin:Areyouokay?

(Hejustlaughed)

Ondreaz:yesI'mokay...Icareaboutyouallso

much.

(Nickwasn'tconvinced.Hewasn'tevensmiling)

Nick:MatandIaregoingnow.Lalipleasecallto

updateusabouttheplan.



Me:Sure.

(Everyonesaidtheirgoodbyes.ItwasnowAustin

andI.Istoodupandstartedcleaning.Ithrewaway

allthebottlesandmopedthefloor.Iwenttothe

kitchen.AsIwasbusytakingoutthethingsI'm

goingtoneed.Austincameinandplacedhishands

onmywaist.Hestartedkissingmyneck)

Me:Stop...Ineedtocook.

(Hedidn'tlisten.Meturnedmetofacehim)

Austin:Don'tbothercooking.We'reeatingouttoday.

Me:mhh...really?

Austin:Yeah...orletmejustsayI'mtakingyouona

date.

Me:Youshouldhavetoldme.HowcanIgoona

DATEwithmyJean.

Austin:Iwillfirsttakeyoutoaboutique.Sothat

youcanbuyadress.

Ondreaz'sPOV



IwasonmymaytotheOegrate.Ineedtohavea

serioustalkwithdad.Myphoneringed.Itwas

Tayler.

Him:hey..whereareyou?...

Me:I'monmywaytotheOegrate.

Him:ohh...Iwasjustwondering.Ifyoumeant

everythingyousaidtothem.

Me:Iwouldneverhelpthem.Whenthingsbackfire.

Idon'twantthemtosuspectme.AndIwillalsouse

Lali'splanagainsther.Shewillnotknowwhat's

hittingher.

Him:Imustsay...you'reclever.

Me:Wemuststayupdatedabouttheplan.

Him:Yeah...Ihavetogonow

(WellfinallyIarrived.Iparkedmycarinside.And

straightwenttodad'sbedroom.Hewaswithmom.



)

Alpha:Ondreaz?

Me:ThegreatAlpha.

Mom:Son

(Shehuggedme)

Mom:Howareyou

Me:I'm wellhey...erm...canyoupleaseleaveus.I

havesomethingimportanttodiscusswithdad.

Mom:okay.

(shewentout)

Alpha:Itsoundslikesomethinghuge.

Me:Yeahitis.

(Isatnexttohim.Isighed)

Me:Austinhasfoundhischosenone.

(Hefaceimmediatelybecamepale.Hestoodup)

Alpha:What?Thatcan'tbetrue.Mysonwould

havetoldme.Hehidesnothingfromme.



Me:Wellit'strue.

(WelldadhasalwayslovedAustinmorethanallof

us.)

Me:Theyhaveevenmated.

Alpha:What?No...no...nothat'snotgood.Mydeath

cannotbethisclose.

Me:Yourdeath?

Alpha:yes...Averypowerfulsorcereroncetoldme

that.Austin'smatewillbethedeathofme.

(Wellthisoldmanisfullofsecrets.IknowifItell

himaboutLali'splan.Hewillmakesuretokillher.

AndIwillonlybeleftwithkillinghimonly.Hewill

makeTaylerandI'sjobeasier.SoItoldhimthe

truth.)

Alpha:Ineverthoughtmyownsonwouldhelpa

strangerplotagainstme.Andgoagainstmyword.I

needtodosomethingaboutthisgirl.

Me:It'sthesamegirlthatwasheldcaptivehere.

Alpha:theonethatescaped....



Me:Yes...andshe'stheAdila.

(Hiseyeswidened)

Me:What?

Alpha:A...adila?

Me:Yeah..

Alpha:Son...pleaseleavemealone.Ineedtothink

ofsomething.

(That'smycalltogobacktotown.Myworkisdone

here.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

Pleasedon'thateme.Theupcominginsertswon't

beniceatall.AlotwillhappenthatwillbreakLali

andAustin'srelationship.

[06/23,08:19]Lynne: insert45



Tony'sPOV

NothingI'mdoingisworkingoutforme.Itseems

likethepersonI'mtryingtofindisalwaysaheadof

me.WellIdidtrytotracethatnumberplate.But

guesswhat?...itlocationwasshowingsomestrap

yard.WhenIwentthere.Theownersaidthecar

hasbeenherefor2years.Thisisreallystressing

me.WellthingsbetweenLaliandIaregettingthere.

Ihaverealisedthatitwasnotherwhokilledmy

father.Butmyunclestilldoubtsherfornoreason.

WellIhavealsoagreedtohelpLaliwithherplanof

makingsurethebeastsarereleased.WellIwason

mywaytoAustin'shouse.We'regoingtomeet

there.Sincetomorrowistheday.Ifinallyarrived.

Mat,Nick,AustinandLaliwerejustsittinginthe

lounge.Theladieswerehavingwine.Whilethe

gentswerehavingscotch.WellIsatdown.

Me:Helloeveryone...

Nick:Hey...



(WellAustinisn'treallyfondofme.Ithinkit's

becauseofthefactthatIoncemadeamoveonLali.

WellLalitoldmeAustin'solderbrotherandhis

friendwillalsobejoiningus.WellIhaveneverseen

himfacetoface.AllIknowishe'sdangerous.Well

aswewerebusyhavingdrinksoveraslight

conversation.Iheardtwovoicestalkingandthey

wereevenlaughing.Thesevoicessoundfamiliar.

I'msureIhaveheardthembeforebutwhere...They

madetheirwayin.)

Austin:Erm...OndreazthisisLali'sbrother.Tony...

Ondreaz:Hey...

(Heshookmyhand)

Ondreaz:Mhh...he'savampire...Ilikeit.

Austin:WellthisisourfriendTayler...

Tayler:Areyouokay?

(Inodded.Mymindwasbusypuzzling.Their

voicessoundfamiliar.IthinkIheardthemfromthe

Drugiomin.Thedayofthewar.Yes...yesitwasthe



twovoicesthatwerediscussingaboutattacking

Austin.AndtheyalsowantedtokillLali.Butwhy

wouldOndreazwanthislittlebrotherdead?No...it

can'tbepossible.IneedtotellLalithis.)

Nick:Tony...wehavebeentalkingandyouhaven't

saidanything.

Me:erm..w..well...Idoknowmypart.L...LalicanI

speaktoyou...outside.

Austin:Nothappening...

Me:It'sveryimportant

Lali:Comeonbabe...Iwillbeback.

Austin:No...youwon'tgooutwithhim...whateverhe

wantstosay.Hemustsayitinfrontofus.

(Ican'tsaywhatIwanttosayinfrontofthem.That

canputmylifeindanger.ButIreallyneedtotalkto

Lali...Wecannottrustthem.Includingtheminthis

plancouldbedangerous.)

Lali:Well...youcansayit...ifyoudon'tmind.

Me:Well...it'snothingimportant.Iwilltellyousome

othertime.IthinkIshouldgetgoing.Wewillmeet



tomorrow.

Lali:Don'tforgetthetimeandplace.

Me:Iwon't.

Lali:AndTonythankyou...thankyouverymuch.

Foragreeingtobepartofthis.Thankyouforfinally

realizingthatI'minnocent.ThatIneverkilledyour

father.

(Shehuggedme.Herhugwillalwaysbethebest.

It'sverywarmandfulloflove.HowIwishIcould

holdherforallmylife.Sheletgoandsmiledatme.)

Me:Bye...

(Idrovestraighttomyuncle'shouse)

Uncle:Areyouokay...youlooktroubled.

Me:nah...I'mfine...Ijusthopeeverythingwillgo

accordingly.

Uncle:What?

Me:nothingreally...

(WellIpromisedLalitonottellanyone.Noteven

myuncle.)



Uncle:Ihopethere'snothingyou'rehidingfromme.

Me:N...no...nothing.

Lali'sPOV

WhenOndreazandTaylerarrived.Tony'sreaction

changed.Iwonderwhy.Andwhatisitthathe

wantedtotellme.AnywayIwasinthekitchen

washingtheglasses.Itookmyphoneanddialed

hisnumber.BeforeIcouldevensayhello.Austin

snatcheditfromme.

Me:Whatareyoudoing...

(HesawwhoIwascallingthandecidedtodropit)

Me:Comeon...Austin...Ireallyneedtotalktohim

Austin:Noyouwon't.

Me:Okayfine...butcanIhavemyphoneback.

Austin:Sothatyouwillcallhimagain.No...noI



won't.

(YouknowsometimesAustincanbereally

annoying.ItmustbesomethingimportantthatTony

wantstosharewithme.Mxm.Ijustlethimbe.I

finishedthanwentbacktothelounge.Ondreazand

Taylerhadalreadyleft.IsatnexttoMat.)

Nick:Youknowguys...Idon'ttrustOndreaz.Iknow

himverywell.Hehasneverbeenthisnice.Noteven

oncehehaseverhelpedoneofus.Whynow?Why

wouldhedosomethingthat'sagainstdad.

Austin:Ihavealsobeenaskingmyselfthat.

Nick:Wereallyneedtobecareful.AndLaliIthink

heshouldn'tbetheonetogowithyouandAustin.

(WelltheAlphaandIweregoingtodothe

exchangeataplacethatisseparatingtheOegrate

andDrugiomin.Iwillgivehimhissonandhewill

freemypeople.Everythingwillhappenbeforethe

midnight.)

Me:WellIwillaskTonytocomewith.

(Welltheotherswillbetheretowatchmyback.I



don'ttrusttheAlphaatall.Hewon'tjustletmy

peoplegowithoutafight.SoI'mprepared)

Nick:That'sevenbetter.

Austin:let'sjusthopeeverythingwillgosmooth.

Me:Yeah...

Kayla'sPOV

Ihavebeenupanddownwithmywedding

organizer.IwashopingLaliwillalsohelpme

choosethetheme,decoandotherthings.Butshe

seemsbusythesedays.Ibarelyseeher.Sincethe

Christmasisnextweek.Theyearwillendsoon.

MeaningIdon'thavemuchtimetoprepareforthe

wedding.Wellmyweddinggowndesignerfrom

Italywillbelandingheretomorrow.Hewillbringthe

fabricfromthere.Iwantsomethingsimpleyeteye

catching.Anditmustalsolookclassy.AndIknow

he'stheonlyonewhocanmakesomethinglikethat

forme.Wellwiththevenueeverythingisfinalized.



Wewillfirsthaveamatrimonialatthegarden.Than

wecanmoveinsidethehallwhereallthespeeches

willbedoneat.That'swhatmyweddingorganizer

suggested.Iwashopingforsomethingsmall.Like

goingtochurchthanlateronhavealunchhereat

home.ButMrKaneiswiththeweddingorganizer.

Hewantssomethingbig.Sofarhehasestimated

72guests.Idon'tevenknowasinglepersonfrom

them.Hekeepssaying"They'remyfriends..."

Somehewouldsay"Wewerebusinesspartners".I

havejustlethimbe.Helookssohappy.Andifhe's

happy.I'mhappytoo.Wellhisfirstwifehavebeen

givingmedeadlooks.She'salwaysbusy.Ithink

she'sbusyplanningsomethingthatwillpreventmy

weddingfromtakingplace.Butshewon'tsucceed.

Theydon'tcallmeKAYLAfornothing.Ifshedares

triestoruinmywedding.Iwillmakesuretomake

herlifealivinghell.

TheAlpha'sPOV



IthasbeenyearssinceIhavecamehere.Ivowedto

neveraskhelpfromhim.Butwhatcanido.I'm

desperate.Ican'tdiesoon.Ineedtomakesurethat

Austinandhischosenoneareseparated.Andfor

ever.SoIfinallyarrived.Istillremembertheroad

leadingtohishouselikeIlastvisitedhimyesterday.

HowcanIforgetthepersonwhohelpedmegetrid

ofmyfather.AnywayIparkedmycaroutside.It's

stillthesame.Justafewthingshasbeenchanged.

Likethepaintcolourandthefence.Wellithasn't

beenextended.Iknockedonceandthedooropened.

Igotin.

Me:Hello!...Simon!

(Stillnothing.Canitbepossiblethathenolonger

liveshere.AsIwasbusythinkingIfeltahandtouch

myshoulder.Ijumped)

Me:Youscaredme...

Simon:Me?ScareawholeAlpha.Wow.

(WellSimonisaverypowerfulsorcerertoever

insistonearth.)



Simon:Sowhatareyoudoinghere.Aftersomany

years.Ithoughtyouvowedtonevercomehere

again.

Me:IknowbutIneedyourhelp.

Simon:Mhh...YouwanttogetridofyourSon'smate.

Me:Iwantedto.ButIcan't.IfIhurther.Myson

willalsogethurtastheyhavemated.

Simon:Sowhatdoyouwantmetodo...

Me:Idon'tknowexactly...Can'tmatingbeundone.

(Hechuckled)

Simon:No...butwhatIcandoistomakesureshe

forgetsabouthim.Completely.Andshewillnever

beconnectedtohim.Theywillnolongersharetheir

experiences.Thatwayshewillstayawayfromyour

family.Andyouwillgettolivelonger.

Me:Willthatbepossible?

Simon:Yeah...anythingwithmeispossible.so

when?

Me:Tomorrowinmidnight...Iwillbringherhere.But



theproblemisIdon'tknowhow...she'svery

powerful...

Simon:Don'tworryaboutthat...sohowarethings

betweenyouandyourwife...

Me:Everythingiswell.

Simon:Iknowyouloveyourwifesomuch.ButIcan

alsoseethatyourheartstillbeatfor

Rosemond(Lali'slategrandmother).

Me:Itwasbutnotnow...

(WellRosemondismyformerlover.HerandIwere

soinlove.ThingschangedwhenImetmychosen.

Andshealsomethers.IlovedhersomuchandI

waswillingtodoanythingforourlove.Themain

problemwas...shewasabeast.Andnoonewould

haveacceptedher.Andmyfatherwouldhave

disownedme.Ourlovestorywasconcludedlike

that.ThehatredbetweenBeastsandwolves

increasedmore.Andshewasalsosupportingher

family.)

Simon:DoyouknowthatAustin'smateisher

grandchild...



Me:What?

(Henodded)

Me:wellIdidn'tknow...allIknewisshe'sanA...

(MyphoneringeditwasOndreaz)

Me:Yesson

Ondreaz:Dad...iseverythingreadyfortomorrow.

Me:Yeah...thanksforasking.

Ondreaz:Okay...bye.

(Hehungedup.)

Simon:Ondreaz...He...hewas...

Me:Hewas?

(Hesmirked)

Simon:Nothing...erm...Well...he'sworthyofbeing

thenextAlpha.

Me:Don'tever...andImeaneversaythat.He'snot

thechosennextAlpha.

Simon:Ohhcomeon...youwerealsonotthechosen

one.Buthereyouare.ThegreatAlpha.



Me:Don'tcomparemewithhim.Ideservedtobean

Alpha.Ideservedeverything.

Simon:that'swhathealsothinkabouthimself.

(Hewentandsatdown)

Simon:Well...Ondreaztookafteryou.He'sactually

likeyou.Hungryforpower,Willingtokillhis

siblingsforpowerandposition.He'sjustlikeyou.

Canevenkillyou.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanby..."willingtokillhis

siblingsforpower..."

Simon:Nothingimportant...

(WellSimonhasalwaysbeenlikethis.Hedon'tlike

tellingsomeonesomethingasitis.WellIwon't

wastemytimebegginghim)

Me:WellIshouldgetgoing...

Simon:Seeyoutomorrow...ThegreatAlpha.

(Iwentstraighttomycaranddrovebacktothe

Oegrate.)



-wherethebeastswereimprisoned-

Narrated

Everyonehaslosthope.Thattheywilleverbefree.

Andtheywerebusytalkingamongthemselves

"Wetrustedher.Wethoughtshecametosaveus."

"Iwillneverforgetthebetrayalshedidonus.Not

eveninmynextlife."

"Ilostmyson...Duringthewar.Hewastheonly

thingsthatkeptmealive.Andit'sallbecauseof

thatgirlLali"

Theoldone:Howisitherfault?...She'snottheone

whokilledhim.She'snottheonewhoiskeepingus

hostage.

"Areyousureaboutthat.Afterallshe'sfriendswith

thewolves.Youwillneverknow."

"IwishwealllistenedtoTayler.Thatboywarned

usaboutthatgirl.Iwishwelistenedtohim"



Theoldone:Let'sallnotlosehope.Itrusther.She

willcomeforus.

"Whatever"

Pleaselikeandcomment

Willtrytopostanotherone.Iwasdisturbedwhile

typingthisone.That'swhyit'sshot.Sorry

[06/23,08:19]Lynne: insert46

Wellitisnowthetime.MatandIwentdownstairs.

Kayla:Goingsomewhere?

Me:Erm...yeah...

Kayla:Atthishour.

Mat:Wewillbebacksoon.

Kayla:Ok.



(Goodthingdadisnothome.OrelseIwouldhave

wastedmytimeexplainingtohim.WellItookthe

caranddrovetoAustin'splace.Nick,Taylerand

Ondreazhavealreadywent.FromthereIwentto

fetchTony.Wewerenowonourwaytothemeeting

point.)

Tony:wellLali...doyourememberwhenItoldyou

thatIwasattheDrugiomin.

Me:Yes.

Tony:doyourememberthatitoldyouthatiheard

twomentalking...

Me:YesIdo...theone'sthatattackedAustin.And

theyalsowantedtokillme.

Tony:Well...IalsotoldyouthatIheardtheirvoices.

Me:Yeah...

(Iwaslookinghimonthemirror.)

Tony:we...wellthe...voicesIheard...a..aresimilar

toOndreazandTayler'svoices.

Austin:What?



(What?WhywouldOndreazwanthisbrotherdead.

IsitbecausethatAustinwaschosentobethenext

Alpha?...maybeI'mthinkingwaytomuch.)

Me:Areyousure?

Tony:Yes

Austin:Listenhere...IknowmybrotherandIhave

badbloodtowardseachother.ButIknowthathe

caresaboutme.Hewillneverdoanythingtohurt

me.Whateveryou'retryingtodowon'twork.

Me:butbabe...Tonymightbetellingthetruth...

Austin:WowLali...youbelievehim.Rightnow

Ondreazisbusyhelpingyou.Andyetyoubelieve

anythingabouthim.Youamazeme.

Me:IneversaidIbelievehim.Butyouguysalso

don'ttrusthim.Youguysknowthathe'scapableof

doinganything.

Austin:Canwenotfightaboutthisstupidthing

comingoutofacrocodile'smouth.

Tony:Lali...I'mtellingthetruth...whywouldIlie.

Pleasebelieveme.



(IhaveneverheardTonysoseriousandcertainly.

Hemustbetellingthetruth.Ineedtofindoutthe

truth.AndIwillonlyknowthetruthoncethebeasts

arefreed.TheywilltellmeifTaylerwastherewith

themornot.)

Me:Ibelieveyou.ButIwillhavetofindoutthetruth

beforedoinganything.

(WellIhadtogiveAustinafewpunchestomakeit

lookreal.Hismouthwasbleeding.IalsofeltthatI

don'twanttolie.Itwashurting.Iwipedthebloodon

mymouth)

Austin:shit!Didyouhavetohitmethisbad.

(Iwhisperedonhisear)

Me:youcantakethatasapunishmentforcheating.

Austin:but...butIthought...

Me:Shhh

(Iplacedmyfingeronhislips.Tomakehimkeep

quiet)

Me:Let'sgo.



(Icoveredhisfacewithasack.Idraggedhimto

wheretheAlphawasstanding.)

Alpha:Ohh...you'relate.

(itwashimandafewmanstandingbehindhim.

AndIwaswithTony.Matstayedinthecar.My

peopleweren'ttherethough)

Me:Listenhereoldman...Idon'thavetime.Bring

mypeople.AndIwillgiveyouyourson

(Helaughed)

Alpha:Ohh...isit?

(Heinstructedoneofthemanwhowasstanding

behindhimtobringthem.Wellafteralotofwaiting

wasdonefinallytheycame.Theylookedsodrained.

It'sliketheywerereadytopassout.Immediately

myeyesfilledwithtears.ButIhadtoholdmyself

andactstrong.Ilookedatthemuntiltheywent

downthehill.Iwasnowunabletoseethem.I

lookedattheAlpha.)

Alpha:youknowIdidn'tletthemgobecauseof

yourstupidactandplan.It'sbecauseIonce...wellI



haveagoodheart.Iknewthatthiswasanact.I

knowthatAustinwasneverkidnapped.

(ImmediatelyIranoutwords.Sothatmeansthere

wasamoleamongus.Butwhocoulditbe.I

thoughtaboutwhatTonytoldme.Coulditbe

possiblethatOndreaztoldhim?.IpushedAustinto

him)

Alpha:TakehimtotheOegrate.(Heshouted)Nick!

...Ondreaz!...Iknowyouarehidingsomewhere.So

pleasecomeout.

(Ondreazcameoutfirst.Whydidhecomeout.

Mxm.Nickfollowed)

Alpha:Youbothgohome.Andyouyoungman.I

wantyououtofhere.(AddressingtoTony.)

(WellTonystoodnexttome.Hetookmyhand)

Tony:I'mnotgoinganywherewithouther.

Alpha:really?(Hechuckled)Stopwastingmytime

andgo.Orelseyouwill...

Me:Go...goTony.Iwilltakecareofmyself.

Tony:no...NoIcan'tleaveyouhere.



Me:don'tworryaboutme.Getoutofherenow.(I

whisperedonhisear)GetyouandMatoutofhere.

TrustmeIwillbefine.

(Heslowlyturnedbackandstartedthecar.Well

Matnevercameoutofthecar.Shedoesn'twantto

beseenbytheAlpha.WellitwasnowtheAlphaand

i.Everyonehadalreadygone.AsIwasstandingI

sawsomelight.Itwaslikesomeonewasflashinga

lightonme.Ilookedthere.Itwasmymother.She's

verybeautifuleveninthedark.Shewassmiling.

Shewavedatme.Wellmygrandmotherwas

standingnexttoher.Iwouldn'tsayshewashappy.

Butshewasn'tangryeither)

Alpha:Wellit'snowmeandyou...

(Ilookedathimandbackatwheretheywere

standing.Theywerenolongerthere.)

Me:sowhat'supoldman.

Alpha:Iwantyououtofmyson'slife.

(Ichuckled)

Me:Youknowthat'simpossible.AustinandIwere



meanttobetogether.I'mhischosenone.Andthat

canneverbechanged.

Alpha:I'mgoingtowarnyouforthelasttime.Stay

awayfromhimlittlegirl.

Me:Never...Iwillnever.

Alpha:nowyouleavemewithnochoice.

Me:Ihopeyouknowthatwhenyoutrytoharmme.

Hewillalsogethurt.Andpleasedon'ttryme.I'm

sureyoudon'twanttofeelthewrathofanAdila.

(Ismirked.Hetransformedintoawolf.Itriedto

transformbutcouldn't.What'shappeningtome.

WhyamIbeingpunishedlikethis.Ihavedone

everythingIwassupposedtodowhatnow...AsI

wasbusysurprisedbywhatwashappeningtome.

Hiswolfranstraighttome.Itchargedonmyface.

ShitIfell.Itriedseveraltimestotransform.UntilI

wasableto.Iimmediatelyrantohim.Ithrew

countlesspunchesonhisfacelivingthemarksof

myhand.IwasnowontopofhimandIwasabout

tobitehisneck.SuddenlyIfeltheadache.Istarted

hearingvoicesinmyhead.Itransformedback.It



waslikethreevoicesweredisagreeing.What's

happening.Iheldmyheadandsatdownonthe

ground.Theydidn'tstop

"MOMWHYAREYOUDOINGTHIS"

"LOVECOMEON...SHEHASDONEWHATSHEHAD

TODO."

"NO...NO...SHECAN'TKILLHIM"

"WHAT?WHY?HE'SANENEMY...HEMUSTBE

KILLED"

"NOTHAPPENING"

(Theycontinuedtalking.Thepainwasunbearable.

Suddenlymyeyesightbecameblurry.)



Alpha'sPOV

Ithoughtitwasgoingtobedifficult.WellI

transformedbackandwenttoher.Ishookherbody.

Itseemslikeshe'spassedout.Itookherbodyto

mycar.IwasdrivingtoSimon'shouse.Imustget

thisshitdonenow.AfterdrivingforsometimeI

finallyarrived.Igotintohishouse.

Simon:PuthertotheroomIuse.

(Icarriedhertotheroom.Theroomwasfilledwith

somanythingsIdidn'tknowof.Therewasblack

candleslitonthefloor.Makingacircle.Iputheron

thecircle.Simongotin)

Simon:Nowleaveus...

(Theyhavebeenintheroomforquitesometime.It

wasnowinthemorning.Istoodupandstretched

myself.Simoncameout.Hewassweatingand



veryangry.Icouldsmellshit)

Me:what'swrong?Andwhere'sthatsmellcoming

from?

Simon:Ineverwanttoseeyourshitfacehere.I

wantmymoneythanwewillnevermeet.

Me:you'renottellingmeanything?Whathappened

inthere

Simon:Whyyounevertoldmethatshe'sanAdila.I

almostlostmylifeinthere.Howdareyouhide

somethinglikethatfromme.Orwasityourplan?

Youwantedhertokillme

Me:No...whywouldIwantyoudead.Youhave

alwaysbeensohelpfultome.I'mwhatIamtoday

becauseofyou.I'msorryIforgottotellyouthat.

WhenIwasabouttotellyou...Ondreazinterrupted

me.

Simon:Whatever...Idon'teverwanttoseeyou

here...northatgirl.

Me:but...didyoudothejob



Simon:Yes...It'sdone.Shewillremember

everythingbutwillnotrememberyourson.Ihave

changedherdestiny.Myspellsdidagreatjob.They

overpoweredthematingtheydid.Ithinktheirlove

wasn'tstrongenoughasyet.AnywayI'mgoingto

putmylifeindangerforyou.Goandtakeherbody

fromtheroom.AndIwantmymoneynow.

(Iwenttothecarandtookoutabagfullofmoney.I

gaveittohim)

(Iwenttotheroom.Shewaspassedout.)

Me:She'spassedoutthough...howcouldshehave

triedtokillyou.

Simon:Icanseeyouknownothingaboutbeingan

Adila.Ihadtousemylastandverypowerfulspell.

Me:Well...I'mjustgladeverythingwentwell.And

pleaseman...goandbath.

(Heshowedmehismiddlefinger.Iwenttothecar

anddroveoff.Iwilldropheroffatherhome.WhenI

gotthereIaskedthesecurityguardatthegateto



takeherinside.IdrovetotheOegrate.WhenIgot

thereeveryonewasgivingmeweirdlooks.)

Austin:Dad...where'sLali

Me:WellItookherbacktoherhouse.

(Hetookhiscarkeysandwentout.Nickfollowed

him.Imademywaytomybedroom.Ondreazgot

in.)

Ondreaz:Dad...whatdidyoumeanwhenyousaid

Laliisatherhouse.

Me:Imeantexactlythat.

Ondreaz:But...I..Ithoughtyoukilledher.

Me:NoIdidn't.

Ondreaz:but..dad

Me:Ithinkyoushouldstophavingtheidea...that

whenIleavethisworld.Ofwhichisfarfrom

happening.YouwillbethenextAlpha.

(Hedidn'tsayanythingandjustleftmyroom)



Lali'sPOV

WellIwaswokenupbyasofttouchonmyforehead.

Iopenedmyeyes.Itwasmom.Isatupstraight

"No...youshouldlaydown."

(Shecontinuedbrushingmyforehead)

"I'msorryIfailedtoprotectyou.Ifailedyouasa

mother."

(onetearescapedfromhereye.)

Me:Noyoudidn't...andI'mfinenow.

"noyou'renot.Everythinghastakenaveryhuge

turn.Yourdestinyhasbeenchanged.I'msorrymy

dear."

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbythat



"Ihavetogonow"

(WellIstoodupandwenttotakeaquickbath.After

Iwasdone.Iputonmyclothes.Myphoneringed.I

lookedatthecallerID.ItwaswrittenAustin.Andit

hadloveemojis.ButwhosethisAustinguy.And

whyishisnumbersavedlikethisonmyphone.I

ignoredit.Itkeptcalling.IwassoirritatedIdecided

toblockitcallsanddeleteit.Iwentdownstairs.

Theywerehavingbreakfast.Isatdownandstarted

eating.)

Kayla:Areyouokay?

Me:Yeah...

Kayla:YouknowLaliIwouldloveitifyouwould

comewithme.

Me:Whereto?

Kayla:wellIwillbemeetingwithmyweddinggown

designer.Iwantyoutobetherewithme.Helpme

choose.



Me:iwilldefinitelycomewithyou.

Kayla:wowthat'sgreat.

Simon'sPOV

Ihaveneverfeltthisdefeatedbefore.Noteven

backinthedayshaveIevermetsomeonethis

powerful.Wellchangingherdestinywaseasy.

AndIendedupunmating.WhileIwasstillatitI

realizedthatshe'sanAdila.Idecidedtousethat

opportunitytotrapherpowers.LittledidIknow

thatIwasactuallydiggingmyowngrave.Shefirst

sentmeacrosstheroom.ShemadesurethatIfeel

pain.Whatmakesmeangryisthat.Shewasn't

evenstanding.Shekeptchantingwords.Eachand

everyworddidalottome.Iwouldfeelsomething

stranglingme.Thelastonemademeshitonmy

self.Ifirstfeltlikesomethingwastwistingmyhead.

Myneckstartedpaining.Itriedtoshoutoutmy

spellsbutmyvoicewasn'tcomingout.Itleftmy

headandwenttomyballs.ThepainIwasfeelingI



wouldn'tevenwishmybiggestenemytofeelit.I'm

justgladI'malive.Ijusthavetocleanmy.Itis

messedup.

Austin'sPOV

SowheniwasintheOegrate.Asevereheadache

hitme.AftersometimeIpassedout.Iwaswoken

byaverystrangeandpainfulfeeling.Itwaslikemy

heartwaslivingmybody.Itstartedbeatingsofast.

Iheldit.Butthatdidn'tdoanything.AfterthatIfelt

likeIwasn'tmyself.Itfeltlikesomethingprecious

intomylikehasbeentaken.Forsometimeifelt

empty.That'swhenIrealizedthatLalimightbein

danger.Wellwhendadcameback.Iwassurprised

thathesaidhetookherhome.SoIwasdriving

backtothecity.Ihavebeentryingtocallher.She's

notansweringandnowmycallscannotgothrough.

It'sclearthatshemusthaveblockedmycalls.But

why?Ihaven'tdoneanythingwrong.Idecidedto

callMat...



Mat:Austin.

Me:hey...arewithLali

Mat:no...I'mathome.Butiwillsleepoverather

housetoday.Iseverythingalright

Me:yeah...well...no...shehasblockedmycalls.

Mat:what?Why?Didyouguyshaveafight?Have

youcheatedagain?

Me:no...

Mat:thanwhywouldshejustblockyourcalls.

Me:I'malsoconfusedasyou're...

Mat:that'sstrange...don'tworrywhenIgettoher.I

willaskherforyou.

Me:Iwouldreallyappreciatethat...

Mat:okay...Ihavetogonow.

(IwonderwhyisLalidoingthistome.Iloveherand

caresomuchabouther.She'shurtingmeright



now.)

Lali'sPOV

IhadagreatexperiencewithKaylatoday.Iwas

helpingherchoosingthedesign,fabricandetc.I

mustsay...shewillbelookingsizzlinghot.Wealso

choseasuitfordad.Ialsochoseadesignfor

myselfsinceI'mgoingtobeamatronofhonor.We

chosethecostumesforthebridesmaidsand

Groomsmen.Wellthethemeiswhitewithmaroon.

Sheshowedmethedecoonherphone.

Me:itlooksamazing...arethosemaroonflowers

artificial?

Kayla:no...it'sfreshflowers.

Me:mhhwowIsee.

(wewerenowgoinghome.TomorrowI'mgoingto



Drugiomin.Iowethemexplanation.WhyIwasn't

therewhentheywerebeingattackedbythewolves.

Wefinallygothome.Theywerehavingsupper.Mat

wasalsohere.Isatdownandstartedeating.AfterI

wasdoneIwenttomyroom.Matfollowedme.I

tookalongassshowerandafterIwasdoneIput

onmypjs.Isatonthebed.)

Mat:sooutwithit?WhathasAustindonenow...

(Iwasconfused)

Me:a..Austin?

Mat:Tellme...whathashedonenow...thistime

aroundIwillkickhisballs.

Me:okay...enoughnow.I'mconfused...whatare

youtalkingabout.

Mat:Austinsaidyoublockedhiscalls...andyou

weren'tansweringyourphone?

Me:YesIdid...becausehewasannoyingme.And

whoisthisAustinyou'rebusyaskingme

About?

(Shelaughed)



Mat:ohh...pleasecomeon.Don'tpretendlikeyou

don'tknowhim.

Me:Imeanit...Idon'tknowanAustin.

Mat:stop..pleasestopwithyouracting.(shewas

wipinghertearsasshewascryingbecauseof

laughing)it'senoughnow.

(Ijustcoveredmybodywithablanketthanslept.

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:20]Lynne: insert47

Mat'sPOV

IwatchedLaliasshedriftedofftosleep.Maybe

she'sjoking.Iwillaskhertomorrowagain.It'scan't

bepossible.Fewdaysagotheywerelovebirds.

Nowshe'ssayingshedoesn'tknowhim.Thisgame

Laliisplayingisn'tfunnyatall.AnywayIalsojoined

her.Iwillaskheragaintomorrow.AsIwas



sleepingmyphonestartedringing.ItwasAustin...

Austin:Heydidyoutalktoher?(Ikeptquiet)What

didshesay...didIdosomethingwrong..

Me:ermm...notexactly.Ididn'tgetachanceto...to

speaktoher.(Hesighed)don'tworry...Iwilltalkto

herfirstthinginthemorning.

Austin:okaybye...tellherIloveher.AndIfeverI

didsomethingwrong.I'msorry.

Me:Iwill...bye.

(Hesoundedsodown.AnywayIclosedmyeyes

andslept.)

MrsKane'sPOV

Thingsaregoingaccordingtomyplan.Iwillbe

takingatriptoAustralia.IwillbelookingforKayla's

husbandthereformyself.I'msureIwillfindhim.



I'mjustwaitingforChristmastopass.SoIcan

booktheticket.Myhusbandgotin.Iwassurprised.

BecauseeversinceKaylacameherehebarely

comeintomyroom.Hesatnexttomeandsighed.

Me:Areyouokay?

Him:Yeah...

Me:Whatbringsyouhere?BecauselasttimeI

checked...younolongercareforme.I'mnolonger

yourwife.

Him:Youknowthat'snottrue.

Me:Itis...

Him:WellIhavecametotalktoyouabout

something...

Me:Whatisit?

Him:Kaylaandmyweddingisnowclose.AndI

don'twantanydrama....

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbydrama.

Him:Iknowyouverywelldear.Iknowyourwayof



thinking.SoI'mbeggingyou.Don'tdoanything

stupidonthatday.BecauseIwon'tlikeit.

Me:mxm...

(Hestoodup)

Me:Isthatallyouwantedtotellme...

Him:yeah...

Me:Wow...whycan'tyoujusttellme.Whenyouno

longerlovesme.Iwilltakemychildrenandleave

youwithKaylainpeace.Becauseit'sclearI'mno

longeryourwife.Youdidn'tevenaskmehowI'm

doing.HowI'mfeelingaboutyourwedding.

Him:Goodnight...seeyouinthemorning.

Me:whatever.

(Hewentout.Soon...Soonmylovewewillbeback

tonormal.IjusthavetomakesureIgethim.)

Lali'sPOV



Iwokeupinthemorningandtookabath.Iputon

myclothes.AsIwasbusytyingmyhair.Matwoke

up.)

Me:Goodmorningmylove...

(sheyawned)

Mat:Heybabe...howareyou

Me:I'mwellandyou..

Mat:Well...LalicanIaskyousomething?

Me:Sure...

Mat:DidyouandAustinhaveafight?

Me:Notagainplease...howmanytimesmustItell

you.ThatIdon'tknowtheAustinyou'rebusy

naggingmeabout.

Mat:OkayLali...It'sgameovernow.Atleasttellme

yourfriend...didhecheat

Me:Ireallydon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout.

Mat:Letmeshowyouhispicture...sinceyouwanna



continueactingstupid.

(Sheshowedmethepicture)

Me:Nah...Ihavenevermethimbefore.Andhe'snot

mytype.

(Matlaughed)

Mat:Type?Wow...justafewdaysyouguyswere

crazyinlove.

Me:Ithinkyou'remistakingmewithsomeoneelse.

Youknowmeverywell.AndIwouldhavetoldyouIf

I'mseeingsomeone.

Mat:Jhoo...Lalimiwillamazeyou.

Me:I'mgoingtotheDrugiomin.Doyouwantto

comewithme?

Mat:erm...No...Ihavesomewheretogoto.

Me:okaybyethan.

(Iwentdownstairstothekitchenandmademyself

asmoothie.Ipoureditinmybottlejuiceandwent

tothecar.Idroveoff.)



Mat'sPOV

Ijustdon'tknowwhat'swrongwithLali.Ireally

needtofindout.Itookaquickbathandputonmy

clothes.Iwentdownstairsandhadbreakfastwith

everyone.

MrK:Where'sLali?

Me:Shehadtogosomewhere.

Mrk:mhhIsee.

(Wefinishedeating.Iaskedthedrivertotakemeto

Austin'splace.LuckilyhewaswithNick.Well

thingsbetweenNickandIarenotthesameasthey

were.It'slikethesparkthatourrelationshiphadis

startingtofade.)

Austin:sodidyoutalktoher?Whatdidshesay?



Me:erm..well(Isatdown)Wellastrangethinghas

happenedtoLali.Shesaidshedoesn'tknowyou.

(Austinlaughed)

Austin:Ididn'tknowshewasalsoacomedian.But

onaseriousnote.Whatdidshesay.

Me:Shesaidthat.Ikeptaskingher.Ievenshowed

heryourpicture.Shesaidshehasnevermetyou

before.

Austin:Laliisbeingchildish.Ineedtotalktoher.

CanIseehertoday.

Me:no...shewenttotheDrugiomin.

Nick:Doessheremembereverythingelse?

Me:Ithinkso...yeah.Becausesheremembersme

andeveryone.TheDrugiomin.

Nick:Mhhisee.

Lali'sPOV



IfinallygottotheDrugiomin.Idrovein.Iwentout

ofthecar.Wellnoonewaspayingmeanyattention.

IdecidedtogointotheDrugiomin.Welltheladies

werebusycleaning.IwenttoKanelady.She

bowedalittle.

Me:Iseveryoneokay?Whathappened?

"Well...everyoneisangry."

Me:Angry?

"Yes...they'reangryatyou"

Me:Atme?ButwhatdidIdo?

"Well...Theysaidthatyouknewthatthewolves

weregoingtoattackus.That'swhyyoudidn't

come.Andalsothatyou'refriendswiththewolves.

Youarealsoresponsibleforusbeingheldcaptive.

"

Me:what?Butthat'snottrue.

(Shekeptquiet)

Me:ermm...canyoupleasedomeafavour.Please



calleveryonetothechamber.

"Idon'tthinktheywillcome."

Me:Tellthemit'sveryimportant.Iknowthey're

angryandall.Buttheywillneverdisobeyme.

(Shenoddedandwentout.Iwenttothechamber

andsatonthegoldenchairinthefront.AsIwas

busyadmiringthechairIheardnoise.Peoplewere

makingnoise.)

"WEDON'TWANTHERHERE"

"SHEMUSTLEAVE...WEWEREFINEWITHOUT

HER"

"HASSHECOMETOFINISHUSOFF...IALWAYS

KNEWTHATTHESEPEOPLEWANTSNOTHING

ABOUTUS."

(Theymadetheirwayinandcontinuedspeaking)



"SHEMUSTBECHASEDOUTOFHERE."

"SHE'SAGOODFORNOTHINGRICHGIRL."

Me:Okaythat'senough.

(Theydidn'tstop.Istoodup)

Me:IT'SENOUGHNOW...YOUALLHAVESAID

ENOUGH.CANIALSOTALKNOW.

(Theykeptquiet)

Me:Iknowyouallareangry.Iknowy'llareblaming

meforeverythingthathappened.Butitwasn'tmy

intentiontonotcomehere.



"WHEREWEREYOUTHAN?"

me:I...Iwas..(whycan'tIrememberwhereIwas.I

heldmyheadasIwashavingaheadache.)

"SPEAKUP"

Me:Well...well...Ican'treallyrememberwhat

happened.ButwhatIcantellyouallisthat.I

wantedtocome.Ialsodidn'tknowthattheywere

goingtoattackhereonthatday.Iswear.Andfor

beingkepthostage.Ihadnothingtodowiththat.I

wentextramilestomakesureyouallaresetfree.

IfIdidn'twantyoualloutandsafe.Iwouldn'thave

doneallofthis.Iwouldn'thaveriskedmylifefor

youguys.

(Theywerenowquite)



Me:I'msorry.I'mverysorrythatyouguyshadtogo

throughalotwithoutme.I'msorrythatwelost

membersoftheDrugiomin.I'mdeeplysorry.

"Ilostmyson...myonlysononthatday.WhatwillI

bewithouthim.HewasthereasonIdidn'tkill

myselfbackthanwhenwewerestruggling.Hewas

suchakindandlovingboy.Theykilledhim.He

waskilledbythewolves.(Shewasnowcrying.

Thattouchedmealot.Imyselfwasalsocrying)"

(Anotherwomantalked)

"Welostourbrothersandsistersonthatday.Our

liveswon'tbethesamewithoutthem.Theywere

brutallykilledandburntintoashes."

(Itwentquiteforsometime.Untiloneladybroke

thesilence)



"Justicemustbedone.Justiceforourlovedones

mustbedone.Andyouwillhelpus.Youwillbepart

ofthiscomingwar."

(Theyallagreedwitheachother)

Me:No...nowecan't.Wecan'tgointoawaragain.

Iknowyouallarehurtingrightnow.Butstartinga

warwillresultinmoredeaths.Can'twejustheal

andmoveonwithourlives.

"Nothappening...Wewillalsogoandattackthem.

They'relivinghappilyoverthere.Andwe'rebusy

hurting.We'resorrybutwewon'tlistentoyouthis

time."

"Justicewillbedoneanddonesoon."

(Theystartedagreeingwitheachother.Going



againstthemnowwillonlyresultinthemhatingme

)

Me:okay..butfirstcanwehaveamemorialdayfor

theonesthatpassedon.Theirdeathsmustbevery

respected.Theydiedwhileprotectingeveryone.

Theleastwecandoistoshowthemthateven

thoughtheyarenomore.Westillappreciateand

careforthem.Theywillforeverbeknownand

rememberedfortheirbravery.

(Theyallnodded)

Me:Youallaredismissednow.

(Icalledonelady.)

Me:Idon'tknowifyoucanhelpwithsomething.

"Anything"



Me:Iwantyoutogetmethepicturesofeveryone

thatdied.Ineedtomakesurethey'reenlargedand

frames.Forthememorialservice."

"whenwillthememorialdaybe"

Me:IfImanagetogeteverythingtoday.Tomorrow

wecandoit.ButIwillleteveryoneknowbeforethe

endoftoday.CanIhaveyournumberbecauseI'm

goingbacktothecity.

(Shegaveme.WellIwenttomybedroom.Iwill

waitforthepicturesthanIcangobacktothecity.

AsIwassittingmygrandmotherappeared)

"Thewar...itwon'thappen"

Me:excuseme?

"Isaidthewarwon'toccur"

(Istoodup)

Me:Itwill.

(Ifeltsomethingstranglingme.)

Me:STOP...PLEASESTOP.



(itletgo)

"Isaidthewarwon'toccur."

(Shedisappeared.No...noI'mtired.I'mtiredof

everything.Whydoesshealwayscontrolmylife.

Whycan'tIusemypowersfreely.Whydoesshe

alwayshastodecideforme.I'm tired.I'mtiredof

her.Fromnowonwardsnoonewilleverstopme

fromdoinganything.Becauseit'scleargranmais

usingme.Mymotherappeared)

"Dear...I'msorrybutyouwillhavetolistentoher."

Me:no...never...theywantjustice.Theywant

justicefortheirdeadlovedones.AndIwon'tstand

ontheirway.Iwillalsohelpthem.

"Butyoucan'tdisobeyyourgrannydear."

Me:IcanandIwill.Mom...iloveyouverymuch.i



appreciateeverythingyou'vebeendoingeven

thoughyou'renotalive.Butithinkit'sabouttime

youguysretiretodeath.Youguysmustletmedo

everythinginmyownway.

"Areyousure"

Me:Ihaveneverbeenthissureinmylife.

"Doyouknowthatwhenweleave.Youwillno

longerbealertedifsomethingbadisaboutto

happen.Youwillnolongerbeshownanything

Me:I'mreadyforanythingthatIwillencounter.It

abouttimeItakecontrolofmyownlife.Ican't

alwaysbebossedaroundbygrandmother.No

..I'mtired.

(Shesmiledandcametome)



"Doyouknowwhat?"

Me:(smiling)what?

"Ihavebeenwaitingforthisday.Wheremy

daughterisfinallygrown up.Tobehonestyou

havepassedallthetestswehavesetyou."

Me:Tests?

"Yes...Andyouhavepassedthemall.You'renow

readytofacetheworld.Alone.Withoutour

guidance.I'msorrythatwhiletestingyouyoulost

somethingveryspecialtoyou.ButIpraythatthings

gobacktothesame.Whenthetimeisright."

Me:idon'tunderstand...



"Youwillsomeday.Sohereiswhatwillhappen .

Todayat00:00.Youwillgotothesecretroom.

Don'tworryGladiswillshowyou"

Me:Gladis?...ohhtheoldladythat...

"Yesthatone...Idon'thavemuchtime.Youmustgo

intothatroom.Shewillshowyouwhattodothere.

Thatwillchaseusawayforever.Wehavebeen

herefortoolongnow.It'sabouttimeweleave.I

havedoneallmydutiestowardsyou."

(Iknowit'spainfulbutImustbedone.Ican'thave

grandmotherbusythreateningmylife.)

"Seeyoulaterforthelasttimelatersweety"

(Shedisappeared.WellIstraightwenttoGladis.I



knockedandsheopened.)

Her:Lalimi?

Me:Hey...howareyou

Her:I'mfinedear...howareyou?

Me:I'mfine...andhappythatIwasabletofreeyou

all.

Her:Youhavereallygrownup.Ilikedhowyou

handledeveryonethere.

Me:Itried...iactuallycameto...

Her:iknow...toshowyouthesecretroom.Iwillbut

notnow.Wemustgotherebeforemidnight.So

whenthetimecomeseverythingisready.

Me:thanks.

Her:areyousureyouwanttodothis...

Me:Yeah...

Her:okayIwillhelpyouthan.



(Wellthatladygavemethepictures.Butshe

wasn'tabletogetallofthem.soIaskedtogiveme

namesinstead.WellIdrovebacktothecity.The

firstIdidIwenttoenlargethepicturesandframe

them.Ialsoaskedthemwiththenamestoprint

themandputtheminframes.Wellitwilltakelong

soIwenttobuycandles.Iboughtsomanywhite

votiveandtapercandles.Iwenttofetchthe

picturesthanwenthome.Iwilldrivebacktothe

Drugiominlater.Ineedtotelldadabouteverything.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

Idon'twantanydramaticcommentslike

"whyisLalinotshownwhathappenedtoher"

"whysheisnotshownthatAustinisherchosen

one.Theyoncedated"

-Hergrannyisincontrol.
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Lali'sPOV

IwasdrivingbacktotheDrugiomin.Insteadof

beingsadI'mactuallyglad.ThatfinallyIwillbein

controlofmyownlife.YesIwillmissthem.

Warningmeaboutdangers.WellwhatcanIsay.

It'sabouttimeIdealwithdifferentsituationsinmy

ownway.I'malsogladthateventhoughwhenIwas

growingmymotherwasn'tthere.AtleastIgota

chancetobewithher.Iknowitwasn'tdailybutI

likeditwhenshewouldappearinmybedroom.

Appearonthemirror.Wellthatwasverygreat.Well

IalsorememberwhenIwasstillinschool.Thatgirl

whosaidshewasmytwinsister.Shewasn'tas

niceasmymother.ButIalsoappreciatethatIgot

timetomeetthemeventhoughtheywerenotliving.

Grandpa...wellwithhim ireallydon'thavemuchto

sayabouthim.Andthere'smygrandmother.AyyI

willneverunderstandthatoldwomen.Her



appearanceschanges.Sometimesshewouldbe

happy.Sometimesshewouldthreatenmylife.But

againIenjoyedthosemoments.I'mgratefulthatI

gottimetomeetthem.EventhoughIwishthey

werealive.ButwhatcanIsay.Lifehasit's

tribulations.SoIbroughteverythingwewillneed

forthememorial.IgottotheIndruig.Iaskedthe

ladiestotakethingsfromthecarintotheInside.

WellIstraightwenttothesecretroom.WellGladis

wasalreadythere.

Me:Hey...granny

Her:You'relate...andtimeisrunningout.Get

everyoneoutofherenow.

Me:Whythough?

Her:JustdoasItellyou...

(WellIwentdownstairsandtoldthemthattheycan

leave.I'mgladtheyweredonewitheverything.I

lockedthemaindoorsandwentbacktothesecret

room.)



Her:Okay...everythingwillbedoneupinthe

terrace.

Me:Okay..

Her:Takethis...

(WellitwasaboxthathadthingsIdidn'tknow.

Someofitwasmadeofglass.Somecontained

candles.Therewasalsodifferentnecklacesthat

lookedold.Theyallhadasignofabeast.Itook

oneandlookedatitclosely.Ithadaname.Itook

morenecklacestheyallhaddifferentnames.I

lookedatthemall.Onehadmymother'sname.

WellIknowhernamebecauseitwaswrittenonthe

coverpageofheralbum.Therewasalsoaclock.It

wassmall.)

Me:Andwhatisthisclockfor...

Her:it'snotjustaclock.Whenthetimeis00:00...it

willmakeaverybignoise.Thatwillwakeupallthe

deadwalkingpeople.Wellwewillusethe

necklacestogatherthepeoplewewant.Butyou

willseeeverything.Let'sgo...

(Wemadeourwaytotheterrace.Therewasalsoa



bookinsideofthebox.Iputtheboxdownandtook

it.AsIopeneditawindstartedblowing.Gladis

snatcheditfromme.)

Her:whatareyoudoing?...you'renotsupposedto

openitnow.

Me:Wellifyoutoldmeearlier...Iwouldn'thave...

Her:Whentheclockmakesthenoise.Youwillread

page29ofthisbook.Clear.

(Irolledmyeyes)

Me:Yeah.

(Wellshestartedplacingallthosemadeofglass

thingsaroundtheterrace.Shewouldplacea

necklacenexttoeachandalsomumblewordsI

couldn'tunderstand.Aftershewasdoneshetooka

familyphotoandputitonthesmalltablemadeof

wood.Sheputtwoglassesthathadcandlesinside

infrontofthephoto.)

Her:Welllet'swaitfor00:00.

(itwas23:32.Idecidedtogoandtakethrow

blanketsasitisverycolduphere.Imadecoffeefor



us.Wellthetimewastakinglong.Iwasgetting

sleepy.Gladisstartedwithherstories.Aswewere

stilltalkingitstartedbecomingwindy.Ilookedat

theclockitwas23:59)

Her:it'stime.

(Wellshewentandlitthetwocandles.Sheputall

thenecklacesinsidethoseglasses.Sheputsome

whiteliquidalsoinside.Theclockstartedmakinga

veryirritatingsound.Iheldmyears.)

Gladis:Now!Now!LALI!...readthescripture.

(Ihurriedandtookthebook.Iturnedtopage29I'm

supposedtoread.ItriedreadingitbutIcouldn't

understandthelanguagethatwaswritten.Ishouted)

Me:ICAN'TREADIT

Gladis:WHATDOYOUMEANYOUCAN'TREADIT?

Me:IDON'TUNDERSTANDWHAT'SWRITTEN.

Her:WHAT?...WHATDOYOUMEANYOUDON'T

UNDERSTANDWHAT'SWRITTENTHERE...THE

ADILAISTHEALSOPERSONTHATCANREAD

THAT.ANDYOU'RETHEADILA...LALIWE'RE



RUNNINGOUTOFTIME.READFAST.

(Itriedreadingbutstillnothing.Iwasnownoteven

abletoseethehandwriting)

Me:ICAN'TSEE.

her:DON'TIRRITATEME...READ.

(Iclosedmyeyes.SuddenlyIletouteverybig

growl.Iopenedmyeyesandtriedreadingagain.

ThistimeIwasable)

________________________________________________

pg29.

TheDrudootime.

Allthebeaststhataredeadwalkingarecalled.As

ofreadingthisI'mfinallysettingthemfree.They

cannowrestinpeace.I'mnowawareofhowmy

powerswork.Iunderstandeverythingaboutbeing

anAdilaandhowIshouldusemypowers.Inow

callthemall.



________________________________________________

(AfterIwasdonereadingthat.Averybigwind

started.Theclockwasstillmakingthatsound.But

itwasnowbearable.Thewindstopped.Theyall

appeared.Grandmotherwasstandingtherewithher

armscrossed.Shecametome)

"Don'teverharmwolves.Iwantpeacebetweenthe

beastsandwolves.Ifyouharmthem...especially

theAlpha...Iwill...iwill."

(Ichuckled)

Me:youwillwhatgrandmother?...becausetodayis

yourlastdaydeadwalking.

(Shefadedaway)



.Wellmymothercameforwardtome.Shehugged

me.Shehadtears.)

"Byemylittleprincess.Iloveyou.There'salot

aboutyourfatheryoudon'tknow.Butsoonyouwill

findout.Hereisagoodbyevision."

(WellIclosedmyeyes.Iheardtwowomencrying.

IlookedcloseritwasNomhleandherMom.They

weretiedbychainsontheirnecksandonelegeach.

Iopenedmyeyes)

Me:n...Nomhle?

"Yes...yourfriendneedsyouthemost.Sheneeds

you.Iknowshehaddoneyouwrong.Andwill

again.Butshe'syourfriend.Youneedtohelpher

out."



(Thesoundoftheclockwasslowlycomingdown.)

"Ihavetogonow.Iwillforeverloveyou.Bye."

(Sheslowlyfaded.ThesisterIwastalkingabout

cametome.Shehuggedme.Afterthataverybig

windcameagain.Itthanwentawayveryfast.

Whenitwasover.Allthethingsthatwereplaced

ontheterracewerenolongerthere.IfeltGladis

touchingmyshoulder.Iturnedandshewipedmy

tears.Ididn'trealizeIwascrying.Ijusthuggedher)

Her:You'reverybraveLali.Ihavenevermet

someonethisyoungandbrave.

(Shebrushedmyback.)

Her:Gothere(Pointing).That'swhereyourmother's

necklacewasplaced.Sheleftyousomethingthere.

(Iwipedmytearsandwentthere.Itwasalocket.It

hadherpictureandmysister's.Wellit'slikemy

pictureandhers.Wellwedolookalikewithmy



sister.WellIputitonandkissedit.)

Her:Let'sgoInside.

(wewenttositnexttothefireplace.)

Her:Youmustkeepthisbookverysafe.Someone

canjustendyourlifewithit.Thereisapagethat

containyourdeath.Soyoumustmakesureit'ssafe.

Andnoonemustknowaboutit.

(Itookit)

Me:CanI...likeopenitnow.

Her:Yeah...Itwasonlythattimeyouweren'tallowed

toopenit.

(Shesighed)

Her:wheew...Iwillalsogetrest.Yourgrandmother

usedtotroublemeeverynighthey.

Me:why?

Her:Wewerefriends.Iwouldbebusytellinghermy

stories.

(Ilaughed)



Me:youandyourstories.(Iyawned)IthinkI

shouldgoandsleepnow.

(Iwenttomybedroom.Ikeptthinkingabouthow

Nomhleandhermom.Iwonderwhattroublethey

havegotthemselvesin.AnywaysIdriftedoffto

sleep.)

Austin'sPOV

Iwasstillnotfallingasleep.Iwasbusythinking

aboutLali.Itookmyphoneandstartedlookingat

herpictures.

Me:Imissyou...Imissyoualotmylove.Butwhy?

Whywouldyoupunishmelikethis.Everythingwas

greatbetweenus.Whathaschangednow?...You

knowthatIlove.AndalsothatIcan'tlivewithout

you.Youcameintomylifeunexpectedly.Yougave

measecondchanceinlove.WhenIlostmywife.I

toldmyselfthatiwillneverdateanyone.Butyou



came.Youchangedallthat.Youbroughtbackthe

hopeofhappinessinmylife.

IfelttearsonmycheeksIwipedthem.Iwenttothe

kitchenandtookabottleofwhiskeyandstarted

drinkingitfromthebottle.

Lali'sPOV

Itwas10o'clock.Iwokeup.Itookabathandput

onmyblackvelvetdressandsandals.Iletmyhair

loose.Iwentdownstairs.Aladymadeherwayto

me.

Her:everythingisdone...Inthegarden.

Me:wow...thanks...CanIaskyousomething?

Her:Yes...

Me:onthedayofthewar...wasTaylerhere.



Her:yes...hewashere.Andwasbusybadmouthing

you.

Me:mhh...isee.

(SoifTaylerwasherethatmeansthatheliedto

me.AndalsoTonywastellingthetruth.Igotyou.

AnywayIwenttothegarden.Everythinglookedso

peacefullyandbeautiful.Thereweregoldenchairs.

Isatontheone.Eachpicturehadacandleinfront

ofit.Welltheystarteddoingtheirspeeches.A

personwouldlitacandlethatisinfrontofhisorher

relativethandoaspeech.Aftertheywerealldone.

Itwasmyturntosayafewthings.)

Me:Ermm...Mydeepestcondolencestoeachand

oneofyouwhohadlostafamilymember.

(wellididn'thavemuchtosay.Mymindoccupied

aboutNomhleandhermom.AndalsoaboutTayler.

LightfoodwasservedafterthatIdrovebackhome.

Idon'twantthembusytellingmeaboutthewar.

WellIgotthere.Theywereinthelounge.)



Me:heyeveryone.

Zia:ohh..heyLali...youjustarrivedattherighttime

.

Addi:soweweredisagreeingaboutwherewe

shouldspendChristmas.

Me:Okay.

Addi:IwasthinkingwecouldgobacktoCapetown.

Zia:buttheboyswantustogotoDurban.Sowhat

doyouthink.

Me:let'sspendourChristmashereathome.Itwill

besomuchfun.Lateronwecanhaveaminiparty

inourofourrooms.Itwillbesomuchfun.

Kayla:thatevengreat.Iwillhiredchefstocookfor

us.

(WellMathadbeenquite.Ipulledhertomyroom.)

Me:friendareyouokay?

Mat:yes...butAu...yeah...I'mfine.Sohowdid

everythinggo.

(wellItoldhereverythingandevenshowedherthe



locket)

Mat:wow...it'sverybeautiful.Ihaveneverseenone

likethis.

(ItoldheraboutNomhle)

Mat:Shedeservesit.Leaveherthere.

Me:no...Ican't.She'smyfriend.Ican't...

Nomhle'sPOV

WhatcanIsay.Thingstookaquickturnwhenwe

werestillenjoyingourselves.Idon'tevenknow

howwegothere.ButalliknowisMike'suncleis

behindthis.They'rethreemenguardingus.And

theydowhatevertheylikewithourbodies.Not

evenasingledaypasswithoutthemforcing

themselvesonus.Mymotherhaslosthopeifwe

wouldeverbefreeagain.Wellnotevenprayerhas

helped.Wearenowjustreadytodie.Wecan'tbare

thepainanymore.Theyalsobeatusupandstarve

ustodeath.Whenit'scoldtheywouldsplashcold



wateronus.Wewouldsleepshakinginourwet

clothes.

Pleaselikeandcomment

Willpostagaintoday.

Goodnighteveryone

[06/23,08:20]Lynne:insert49

Lali'sPOV

MatandIwerestillinmyroom.Wewerebusy

talking.Hercellphonerang.Sheexcusedherself

andwenttothebalcony.Aftersometimeshecame

back.

Mat:erm...Lali.Don'tyouthinkitwillbeniceifwe



goout.

Me:Goout?

Mat:Yeah...tohavesomedrinks.Wewilltakethe

girlsalong.

Me:Idon'tthinkiwillbeableto.I'mverystressed

rightnow.

Mat:That'stheexactreasonwhyiwantusalltogo

out.Youneedsomefreshair.

Me:Okayifyousayso.Letmegoandfreshenup

first.

Mat:Okay...inthemeanwhileI'llgoandtellthegirls.

Me:Sure.

(Itookaquickshower.AfterIwasdoneIputona

skinnyJean,whiteNikeairforcesneakersanda

blackcroptop.ItookmyJeanjacketandbag.Mat

gotin.)

Mat:Wecangonow.

(Matdecidedtodrive.Ofwhichisstrangebecause

I'mtheonewhoalwaysdrives.Wellshedroveinto



averybighouse.)

Me:Ithoughtweweregoingtoaclub.

Mat:Nah...Wella...Myfriendinvitedushere.He's

havingaminiparty.

Me:He?

Mat:Yeah...let'sgowe'realreadylate.

(Itookmybag.Wewentin.AsIwaswalkinginI

suddenlyfeltawindblowmyhair.Ifeltastrange

feeling.IwasfeelingIhavebeeninthisplace

before)

Mat:Areyouokay?

Me:Yeah...it'sjustthatit'stoowindyinhere.

Mat:Windy?

(shepulledmetowhatlookedlikealounge.Nick

wassittingwithsomeguy.Theylookedalikealittle.

Isatdown)

Nick:HeyLali.

Me:Hey...howareyou?



Nick:I'mfine.

Me:IthoughtMatyousaid...there'saparty.

Mat:Erm..yeah.

Nick:LalithisismybrotherAustin.

Me:okay...youguyslookalikealittle.

(That'sstrange.IhaveknownNickforsometime.

ButhowcomeIdon'tknowhisbrother)

Austin:Hey...

Me:Hi...

(Wellhedidn'tremovehiseyesfrommyeyes.We

lookedateachotherforsometime.Hiseyeswere

talking.Theyweresayingalot.Myeyesandhis

werehavingaverydeepconversationofwhichI

don'tknowof.WellIwasinterruptedbyMat)

Mat:Ermm...LalithegirlsandIhavetogo

somewhere...wewillbeback.

Me:what?I'malsocomingalong.Howcanyou

guys...

Mat:wewillbeback...we'regoingtobuyafew



drinks.

Me:Okay...pleasedon'tstaylong.

(Theywentout.Nickfollowedthem.Itwasnow

thisAustinguyandme.WellIcouldfeelhiseyes

lookingatme.)

Me:Erm...canIusethebathroom...

(Hekeptquiet.Actuallyhewasbusystaringatme

.Iclearedmythroat)

Austin:Sorrylo...ermm...wereyousaying

something?

Me:yeah...canIseethebathroom?

Austin:Sure...secondroomupstairs.

(Itookmybagandwentupstairs.Igotinsidethe

roomandstraightwenttothebathroom.Ididmy

jobandwashedmyhands.Ilookedmyselfatthe

mirror.WhydoesIfeellikeIhavebeeninthis

housebefore.It'slikeI'mrelivingmylife.Maybeit's

Dejavu..yeahitcouldbeit.Itookmybagandwent

outofthebathroom.Therehewasstandingonthe

closeddoor.Iwenttowardshim)



Me:Erm..m..canIpass?

(Sofasthepinnedmeonthedoor.Heplacedhis

handonmywaistwhiletheotheronewas

balancingonthedoor.Histouch.Wasverywarm

andintense.Itlikehehastouchedmebefore.He

startedtouchingmyface.InsteadofbeingangryI

wasrespondingtohistouch.Ofwhichisstrange.

HowcanIallowastrangertogetthisclosetome.I

pushedhim.Itriedtoopenthedoorbutitwas

locked.)

Me:W...wh..what?Whydidyoulockthedoor.

Austin:Iwantustotalk...

Me:Idon'tgetyou...talkaboutwhat?

Austin:Pleasedropyouract...it'syouandInow.

Me:Whatact?Whatareyoutalkingabout...Ihave

justmetyou...and

Austin:LALIMI...DON'TIRRITATEME!...IFIDID

ANYTHINGWRONGTOYOU.IAPOLOGIZE.NOW

CANTHINGSGOBACKASTHEYWEREBETWEEN

US.



(HiswasvoicewasveryIntimidating.Ihadtears

onmyeyes)

Me:Whatthings?Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Austin:ISAIDDON'TIRRITATEME...DON'T

PRETENDASIFYOUDON'TKNOWANYTHING.

(Idecidedtokeepquiet.BecauseifIcontinue

talkingImightendupgettingveryangryandhurt

him.Healsohadtearsinhiseyes.Hesatdown)

Austin:Lali...don'tyourememberthetimeswe

spenttogether?(Hisvoicewasnowpolite.)Don't

yourememberthefirstdayImetyou.Don'tyou

rememberthatnightwhen...

(Hecontinuedtalking.AshewastalkingIfelta

sharppainonmyheart.Itstartedbeatingsofast

thatIwasslowlylosingmybreath.Suddenlyavery

badheadacheattacksme.Myvisionbecameblurry

andIfellonthefloor.)

Austin'sPOV



WhenLalimadeherwaytothelounge.Icouldn't

stoplookingather.Themomentshestarted

lookingatmeback.Myheartstartedbeatingso

fast.WellitwasNickandMat'splantospendsome

timewithLali.Maybeandjustmaybeshecantell

mewhat'swrong.Idecidedtofollowhertomy

roomItoldhertogoto.WellIlockedthedoorand

decidedtorestmybackonit.Shemadeherwayto

me.Icouldn'tstopmyself.Myheartwasincontrol.

Istartedtouching.Shewasalsorespondingtomy

touch.Wellafterthatshestartedtellingmethat

shedoesn'tremember.Igotveryangry.ButIsoon

calmeddown.Istartedremindingherofhowwe

firstmet.WellIdon'treallyknowwhathappenedto

herafter.Shejustfainted.Irantoher.

Me:Lali!Openyoureyesbabe

(Icheckedherpulseitwasthere.Icarriedherto

mybedandcoveredherwithablanket.Iwentand

tookmydoctoralkit.Istartedcheckingherheart

beat.Andalsohertemperature.Itwasveryhigh.I

gaveheraninjectionbecauseit'slookslikeshejust



hadaheartattack.Iwentdownstairstheywere

backalready.ButitwasMatandNickonly)

Me:whereareothers...

Nick:Shedroppedthemoffattheirhouse.

Me:Okay...

Mat:Where'sLali...whatdidshesay.

Me:Wellshewasbusysayingshedoesn'tknow

whatI'mtalkingabout.WhenIstartedreminding

herofhowwefirstmetshepassedout.

Mat:What?Whereissherightnow?

Me:She'sinmyroomupstairs.

(Matwentupstairs.)

Nick:Erm...AustinIhavetogosomewhere.It'svery

urgent.

Me:Wha?But...

(BeforeIcouldsaymorehewentoutandIhearda

cardrivingoff.Iwonderwherehe'sgoingthislate.



AnywayIwentupstairs.Laliwasstillpassedout.I

satnexttoher.)

Nick'sPOV

Dad...I'm surethathehassomethingtodowith

Lali'scondition.BeforeLalistartedactingthis

strange.Shewaswithdad.Coulditbepossible

thatdadwenttoSimon.Simonistheonlyperson

whocanmakeapersonforgetabouthis/herlove.

Wellmomoncetoldmeabouthowdadnewhim.

Andthethingstheydidtogether.AnywayIwas

drivingtotheOegrate.Yesthislate.Ineedanswers

fromdad.Ifhe'stheoneresponsibleandwhy

wouldhedothat.BecauseasfarasIknow.He

doesn'tknowthatLaliisAustin'schosenone.WellI

arrivedverylate.Everyonewasasleep.Iwentto

dad'sroom.Iknocked.

Him:Comein.



(Igotinside.Tomysurprisehewasn'tsleeping.

Andmomwasn'tintheroom.Iboweddowna

little.)

Me:ThegreatAlpha.

Him:Son...whatbringsyouhere...andatthistime.

Me:Dad...Iwantyoutotellme.Why?

Him:Whywhat?

(WellforthefirstI'mnotscaredofdad.Iwasn't

intimidatedbyhim.Ithinkit'sbecauseI'mangry.)

Me:WhatdidyoudotoLalimi?...

Him:lalimi?...Austin'schosenone?

(Howdoesheknowthat.Becausewekeptitasa

secret)

Me:Ch...chosenone?Whotoldyouthat?

Him:thatdoesn'tmatter.

Me:Whatyoudidtoher?

Him:Well...Ididnothingtoher...whathappened?

Me:Dadplease...Iknowyouverywell.You'rethe



onewho...

Him:Okayokayokay.Yes...IdidwhatIhadtodo.I

hadtomakesureAustinandIarefine.Andsafe

fromher.

Me:Safe?...whatdoyoumeanbythat...

Him:Sheisthedeathofme.SoIcan'tletherclose

tomysonnormyfamily.ThatwayIwilllivelong.

Me:What?Whatdoyoumeanshe'sthedeathof

you.

Him:ThemoreshebecomesclosewithAustin.The

lessmydaysareonthisearth.Shewillbetheone

tokillme.

Me:Butwhy...

Him:That...Ican'ttellyou.

Me:SoyouwenttoSimon?

Him:WhereelsewouldIhavewentto.Simonis

verypowerful.

Me:Dadyouneedtoundowhateveryoudidtoher.

Austinisnottakingitright.He'sbrokenandhurting.



Helovesher.Helovesherwithhiswholelife.By

youseparatingthem.You'rehurtinghimmore.

Him:Don'tworryaboutAustin.Hewillcome

around.

Me:Wowdad...Ithoughtyoucaredforhimandhis

happiness.

Him:hishappinessdoesn'tlaywiththatgirl.

Me:Dadyoudon'tunderstand.Hereiswhatis

goingtohappen.Ifyoudon'tgobacktothatWizard

ofyoursandundowhateveryoudidtoLali.Iwilltell

Austinthetruth.Iwilltellhimthatyou'retheone

responsible.

Dad:it'sfineyoucangoaheadandtellhim .Butit

willneverchangeanything.

Me:Okay...okay.

(Iwentandlookedformom.Iaskedoneof1the

servants.Theytoldmeshe'satthefireplace.I

wentthereandsatnexttoher.Shewashaving

coffee.)

Me:Youfireandcoffee.(ShesmiledandI



chuckled)youwillneverchange.

Her:It'ssowarmhere.Whendidyouarrive.

Me:Afewminutesago.Ihadsomethingimportant

todiscusswithdad.

Her:mmm.Isee.HowisMatilda?

Me:She'sfine.

Her:ihopeyouknowthatIdon'tapproveyour

relationshipwithher.She'syourcousinafterall.

Me:Farcousins.Itnotlikewegrewuptogether.

Dadnevertreatedthemlikepartofourfamily.

Her:Butthatdoesn'tgiveyouthereasontodateher.

Me:Ourfathersarecousins.That'sveryfar.

Her:Mxm...whatever.

Me:erm...mom...Ineedyourhelp.

Her:Anythingmyson...

Me:WelldoyouperhapshaveanideawhereIcan

findSimon.

Her:What?Whatdoyouwantfromthatold



connivingsorcerer.

Me:Ineedhim.It'sforagoodreason.

Her:Tellbewhatisitthatyouwantfromhim.

Me:Ican'ttellyounow...butwheneverythingis

alright.Iwilltellyou.Ijustneedhisaddress.

Her:Idon'twantyounearthatman.Hecannotbe

trusted.

Me:Comeonmom...I'mnotlikedad.Idon'twantto

harmanyone.Ijustneedhishelp.

Her:ifyousayso.Givemeyourphone.Ijusthope

hehasn'trelocated.

(Shegavethedirectionsandtheaddress.)

Me:Thankyou...thankyouverymuch.Ihavetogo

now.

Her:becarefulmyson.Takecareofyourself.

(Ikissedhercheekanddrovebacktothecity.

DuringthedayIwilldrivetoSimon'shouse.Ican't

drivenow.It'sverylate.)



Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupinthisstrangeroom.IheldmyheadasI

washavingasharpheadache.Istoodupandwent

downstairs.IsawMattalkingtoNick'sbrother.

Whenshesawme.Sheimmediatelywenttome.

Mat:Areyouokay.

(Inodded)

Mat:Let'sgohome.

(Shedrovehome.Theywerehavingbreakfast.We

alsojoinedthem)

Kayla:Yourdadlikedtheideaofspending

Christmashereathome.Soitwillbelikethat.

(Ismiledfaintly.AfterIwasdone.Iwentupstairs

andtookaquickbath.Iputonmytracksuitsand

pushins.Isatonthebed.Matgotin)

Mat:I'mgoinghometoday.

Me:Why?Pleasestay.



Mat:Dadsaidhemissesme.Andwealsoneedto

prepareforChristmas.

Me:Comeon...youguyscancomeoverherefor

Christmas.Itwillbesomuchfun

Mat:Iwillaskdad.Ifhewouldliketo.

Me:okay...I'mthinkingoffindingNomhleandher

momtonight.IwanttospendChristmaswiththem

too.

Mat:Okay...you'resokinddear.Ihavenevermet

someoneaskindasyou're.Youputyourlifein

dangerforsomeone'ssafety.Iwouldn'taskforany

friend.You'rethebestpersontoeverexistinthis

life.AndforthatmayGodkeepfillingyourlifewith

happiness.

(Wehugged)

Mat:okaybye...wewilltalkonthephone.Callme

tonight.Iwillcomewithyou.

Me:Really?

Mat:Yeah...

Me:ithoughtyouhatedher.



Mat:don'tmakemethinkotherwise.

(Ismiledandraisedbothmyhands.Sheheldthem)

Mat:bye...seeyou.

Me:bye.

Nick'sPOV

WellIsleptforafewhours.Iwasnowonmyway

toSimon'shouse.Ihavebeendrivingforlongnow.

Idrovetoapetrolstation.Ifilledthecarwithpetrol

andwenttobuyapieandcolddrink.AfterthatI

continuedwithmyjourney.AftersometimeIfinally

reachedmydestiny.SoIparkedmycaroutsidethis

house.Wellthegatewasn'tlocked.Iwentinand

knockedonthedoor.Itopened.Iwentinside.

Therehewas.Standingandlookingatme.

Simon:owhh...Nickmyboy.Whatanhonortobe

visitedbyyou.



(Iraisedmyeyebrow)

Simon:Come...comethisway.

(wesatonthecouches)

Me:IwantyoutoundowhatyoudidtoAustin's

chosenone.

(Helaughed.)

Me:Idon'tthinkanyofwhatIsaidisajoke.

(Hecontinuedlaughing)

Me:WhenItellhereverything.Andalsogiveher

thedirectionstohere.Wewillseewhowillhavethe

lastlaugh.

(Hestoppedlaughing.IthinkhefearsLali)

Simon:well...thespellIusedonher.It'svery

powerful.UndoingitwillmeanIhavetodiefirst

thatitcanbeundone.WhenIdie.Thingswillgo

backthesame.anddyingisfar

Fromme.Meaningherandbecomingnormal

againisfarfromhappening.Soithinkyoushould

justletthisgo.Goandfindyourchosenone.She's



outtherelivinganightmareofhislife.

(istoodup.Idon'twanttolistentohim.Momtold

mehe'sconniving.Idon'twanttofallintohistrap.

anywayIstoodupandmademywaytothedoor.

Hespoke)

Simon:Andplease...stoptryingtoremindher.By

doingthatyouaredoingalotofdamage.Austin

mustnottryanythingtoremindher.Shewill

becomeharmfultohim.

(Ijustclosedthedoorandwenttomycar.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

Don'tyouallworry.Iwillpostagainbeforetheend

ofthisday.

[06/23,08:21]Lynne: insert50

Lali'sPOV



Iwenttodad'soffice.Ineedtoupdatehimabout

what'shappening.Ienteredandsatonthecouchin

there.

Dad:Lali...iseverythingokay?

Me:Yeah...Ijustneedtospeaktoyou.

(Hestoppedwhathewasdoingandpaidattention

tome.Istartedtellinghimabouteverything.Ialso

toldhimI'mgoingtofindNomhleandhermom.

Theirindanger.)

Dad:Imustsay...you'rekind.Justlikeyourmom.

Shealwayscaredforeveryone.Sheusedtocare

forothersmorethanshedidforherself.I'mglad

youtookafterher.

(Ijustsmiled)

Me:Ihavetogonow.

(Wehugged.Iwenttothegarageandtookacar.I

drovetoMat'shouse.Shewasalreadywaitingfor

meatthegate.Shegotinside.Wedrovetoaplace

abitfarfromthecity.)



Mat:Sohowarewegoingtofindher...

Me:Well...NomhleandIsharedaverystrongbond.

Wewerefriendssinceourchildhood.Andher

mother...wellbeforeshechanged.Shewaslikea

mothertome.Shecaredalotforme.Shetreated

melikeherowndaughter.SoIdon'tthinkitwillbe

difficulttofindthem.IwillusemyAdilapowersto

findthem.Andthatcanonlybepossibleiftheyare

stillalive.

Mat:Okay...let'sdoitthan.

(Iwentoutofthecar.)

Me:Ijusthopethere'snooneinthestreetsnow.I

don'ttofreakpeopleout.

Mat:It'salmostmidnight.I'msureeveryoneisat

theirhomesnow.

Me:Ihopeso...Okay...

(Iclosedmyeyes.)

Me:Mat...

Mat:Yesdear.



Me:Iwillmoveataveryhighspeed.Soitwillbe

betterifyoutransformnow.

Mat:Sure.

(iopenedmyeyes.Shetransformed.Iwenttoher

wolf.Ibrushedithead.)

Me:Hey...Imissedtouchingyou.

(Shebrushedherheadonmine.Ismiled.Istood

nexttoherandclosedmyeyes.Andcalledthe

Adilapowerstotakeover.Itbecamewindy.I

transformed.Everythinglookedred.Iwasn'tin

controlofmybody.Istartedmovingveryfast.In

suchawaythateverytreethatwasblockingmy

wayfell.Afteralotofmovingaroundthecity.Finally

Istopped.Itransformedintomyself.Iwas

standinginfrontofaverybigbuilding.Everyroom

lookeddarkfromhere.Therewasonlyoneroom

thathadalighton.Mat'swolfarrived.Itlooked

tired)

Me:Youdidgreat.

(Shetransformedtoherself.Andsodramaticas

sheis.Shegaspedforair.)



Mat:Ialmostdied.Ihaveneverranlikethatbefore.

(Shethrewherselfonmyarms.)

Mat:wereyoutryingtokillme.

(Ijustlaughed.)

Me:Let'sgoinside.

Mat:Areyousurethisistheplace?

Me:Yeah...Mypowercanneverleadmeastray.

Mat:Let'sgoandkicksomeassthan.

Me:Let'ssearchthatroomfirst.(Iwaspointingat

theroomthathadlightson)

Mat:Let'sgo!

(Gosgshewassoexcited.Wewentintothis

building.Thedoorwaslockedsowedecidedtouse

thewindowthatwasopen.Wegotin.Wedecidedto

usealiftupstairs.Wellwemadeourwaytothat

room.Welistenedondoor.Awomenwascrying.

AndaMalewastalking.



"Keepquiet!Quietandstopirritatingme"

(MatandIlookedateachother.Webothnodded.

Wepushedthedoor.Itwaslocked.We

transformedintoourcreaturesandbrokethedoor.

Wegotin.Itransformedtomyselfandwentto

Nomhle.WellMatwasbusybitingthatman's

throat.Whenshewasdone.Shetransformedand

cametous)

Nomhle:L...l...Lali.you...you.

Me:Shh...

(Shehuggedmeandsobbed.)

Nomhle:L..Lali...m..mom...

Me:Whereisshe?

Nomhle:They...theytookheraway.Mike'suncle

tookheralongwithhim.

Me:what?...Didtheysaywheretheyweretaking

her.



Nomhle:Iheardthemtalkingaboutthegraveyard.

Gr...graveyardnexttothenewpark.Lalipleasego

andsaveher.

Me:don'tworry...

(Ilookedforthekeystoremovethechainsthattied

her.)

Me:Erm...Matplease...pleasetakeherhome.Iwill

goandlookforhermom.

Mat:aresureyouwillbeokay...

Me:Yeah...Ermm...Nomhledon'tbescaredofMat.

Shewilltakeyoustraighthome.

Nomhle:In..inthatform?

Me:Justcloseyoureyes.Inashortwhileyouwill

behome.

Nomhle:N...noI...

(BeforeshecontinuedMattransformedandtook

herbyhermouth.Shethanranaway.Itriedtouse

theAdilapowers.ButIkeptwonderinginthecity.I

stoppedbythenewparkthatNomhletoldme

about.Itransformedtomyself.Istartedwalkingto



thegraveyard.Ienteredthegate.Therewasacar

parkedfaraway.Imademywaythere.Itlookedlike

hewasdigging.Ifinallygottohim.Hestopped

whenhesawme.Wellnicethingaboutbeinga

beast.Isthateveninthedarkyoucanstillsee.You

don'tneedlight.)

Him:Whatareyoudoingherelittlegirl?

(itwasnotMike'suncle)

Him:GoawaybeforeIhurtyou.

Me:Iwouldliketoseeyoutry.

Him:areyouchallengingme?

(Hemadehiswaytome.Ididn'thesitate.Ikicked

himsohardandhefellontheground.Iwenttohim

anddraggedhimbyhisclothes.Ipinnedhimon

thecarandstartedthrowingpunchesonhisface.

WellIknowI'mnotmyselfrightnow.Hismouth

wasnowbleeding.Hewascryinglikeaboy.My

clawscameout.Irippedhischestdowntohis

stomach.Morebloodcameoutofhismouthand



noise.Hediedimmediately.WhileIwasstill

searchingthecar.Isawaplastic.Whiteplastic

nexttowherethatmanwasdigging.Itlookedlikea

person'sbodywasrapped.Iwentthere.Itornthe

plastic.IheldmymouthasIsawwhatwasinside.

Mylegsfailedme.Isatonthegroundandsobbed.

Itouchedherface.Ithadbruises.Iremovedthe

plasticfromherbody.Shewasnaked.Andher

bodyhadbruises.Herthighswerecoveredinblood.

Icried.)

Me:I'msorryIwasn'tabletosaveyou.I'msorryI

camelatetoyourrescue.Youdidn'tdeservetodie

likethis.

(Icriedevenmore.Itookherbodyinsideofthecar

thatmanwasusing.Itookoffmyjacketand

coveredher.Idrovetoahospitalsotheycanput

herbodyintothemortuary.AfterthatIdrovetothe

Owenmansion.Iparkedthecaroutside.Iwentin.

Ibrokethedoor.Mytearswerestreamingdown.I



startedsearchingeveryroom.Ifinallyfoundhim.

Hewassleeping.Ididn'thesitate.Icharged

straighttohim.Iheldhimbyhisthroat.)

Him:Wh..whoisthat?Whatdoyouwant?

(Ipushedhard.BeforeIIcouldriphisstomachhe

sentmeacrosstheroom.)

Him:TheAdila...finallyyoucameandshowed

yourself.Butlistenhere.Ihavenoproblemwith

you.NeitherdoIhavedoneanythingwrongtoyou.

Soitwouldbebetterifwejustliveeachother

alone.

(Ichuckledthroughmytears.)

Me:Youkilledaverykindandlovingwoman.She

wasinnocent.

Him:no...no...noshewasn't.Herdaughterandher

killedMikeandKiara.Theysenttheirmomtoa

mentalasylum.Theyclaimedeverythingthat

belongtomyfamily.



Me:Iknowwhattheydidwaswrong.Buttheydidn't

deservesuchtorture.Shedidn'tdeservetodielike

ananimal.

Him:listenhere...Idon'twantanyfightwithyou.So

pleaseleave...

(Itransformed.Irantohim.WhenIgotthereand

triedtoharmhim.Iwasn'tableto.Helaughed.)

Him:I'mnotlikeMike'sdad...I'm Mondree.

Me:Whatareyou?(Myvoicesoundeddoubled.)

Him:somethingverypowerfulandcanharmyou.

Me:Really...isthatwhatyouhavebeenbluffing

yourselfwith.(IusedmyAdilapowers.Andthis

timeIwasabletoharmhim.Istuckmyclawsdeep

intohisskull.Heimmediatelyfelldown.Istepped

onhisface.Itbecamethinrightatthisinstance.

Hisbrainwasscatteredonthefloor.Itransformed

tomyself.Iwipedmyhandswithaduvetthanwent

out.Iwalkedmywayhome.WhenIgotthere.They

werenotsleeping.Theywerebusycomforting

Nomhle.WhenImademywaytothem.Nomhle

stoodupandwenttome.)



Nomhle:Didyoufindher?Didyoufindmymom?...I

knewyouweregoingtofindher.

(Tearsstartedstreamingfrommyeyes.)

Nomhle:Lali..whyareyoucrying?Iseverything

alright...and...andwhere'smom.Where'smom

Lali.(Ikeptquiet)Lalipleasespeakup...where'smy

mom.(Shestartedshakingme)Laliwhere'smy

mom...

Me:I'msorry...Itwasalreadytoolate.Whenigot

there.Hewasdigginguphergrave.Shehadalready

died.

(Nomhlefelldown.Shewasn'tcrying.Shelooked

lost.Isatdownwithher.Iknowthingsbetween

NomhleandIaren'tokay...butrightnowican

imaginethepainsheisfeeling.Iheldhercloseto

me.)

Me:Pleasecry...cryitalloutsothatitwillpass.

(Shewasn'tresponding.Shekeptlookingatthe

rightdirection.Shestoodup.Itriedtofollowher

Kaylamomgrabbedmyhand.)



Kayla:Sheneedstobealone.Letherbe.

(Inodded.)

Me:Erm...letmegoandfreshen.Goodnight

everyone...

Zia:It's4o'clock.

(Ijustwentupstairs.Idecidedtogotothe

guestroomthatNomhlewasin.Iopenedthedoor.

Shewasn'tintheroom.)

Me:Nomhle?

(Imademywaytothebathroom.Ifoundher

sittingdownbusytryingtocutherpulse.I

snatchedtheknifefromher.Imadeherstandup.)

Me:why?Whywouldyouharmyourself?whyare

hurtingyourselflikethis...

Nomhle:Lalithere'snothingleftformeinthisworld.

Mymotherhadleftme.TheonlyfamilyIhad.

Me:pleasedon'tspeaklikethat.I'mhereforyou.

AndIwillalwaysbehereforyou.Nowcome.

(Itookhertomyroom.Matgotin)



Me:pleaseguardherwhileIbath...shetriedto

harmherself.

(Shenodded.Iclosedthebathroomdoor.And

wentinsidetheshower.Itookaverycoldshower.I

criedmylungsout.AfterIwasdoneIdriedmyhair

andbody.IneedtobestronggotNomhle.Iputon

mypjs.It'salreadymorningandIhaven'tslepta

wink.)

Me:let'ssleepgirls.

(WellimmediatelyIdriftedofftosleep.Iwas

wokenupbyNomhlecrying.Matalsowokeup)

Nomhle:please...pleasestop.Stop...mom.

(Wewokeherup.Shewokeupandlookedvery

scared.Shewasevensweating.)

Me:areyouokay?

Mat:wereyouhavinganightmare...

Nomhle:Yeah...yeah...Iwashavinganightmare.

(Icheckedthetime.Itwasnow10o'clock.Went

downstairs.)



Kayla:Thefoodisinthemicrowave.Ididn'twantto

disturbyouguys.

Me:thankyou.

(Neitherofushadanappetite.Butwehadtoeatso

thatNomhlecaneattoo.)

Me:Iwillaskdadtoorganizeherfuneral.

Nomhle:Thanks.

Me:didyougetthecarfromthepark...

Mat:yeahIdidandyourphoneischargedinthe

lounge.

Me:thanks.

Nick'sPOV

Idon'tknowifishouldtellAustinaboutwhatfather

didornot.Ifidon'ttellhimhewillcontinuetotry

andmakeLaliremember.NoIwilltellhim.Butlet

mefirstaskwhatMatthinks.Icalledher.Shedidn't

answer.Itriedheragain.Thistimesheanswered.



Me:hello...

Mat:hi...

Me:yousounddown...areyouokay?

Mat:yeah...it'sjustthatLali'sfriendNomhleandher

momwerekidnapped.Andhermotherdied.

Me:what?...ohholyshit.IcanimaginewhatLaliis

goingthrough.

Mat:She'stryingtobestrong.ButIcanseethat

she'shurtingalot.Theywereveryclose.

Me:Mhhshame.

Mat:sowhydidyoucallme...

Me:welliwantedtotellyouthat...(Itoldher

everythingthatdaddid.Andalsoaboutmegoingto

Simon)

Mat:Ididsuspectthatsomethingwasnotright.

Howcouldsheforgetaboutherchosenone.And

rememberusall.

Me:SoIdon'tknowifIshouldtellAustinornot...



Mat:Tellhim...sothatthethreeifuscantrytokill

Simon.

Me:IhopeyouknowkillingSimonwon'tbeeasy.

He'sverystrongandhavedifferentportionsand

spellsthatprotecthim.

Mat:atleastwecantry.

Me:okayIwilltellhim.Bye.PassmyregardtoLali.

Mat:Iwillbye...

(IhungedupanddrovetoAustin'splace.Igotin.

Hewassittingonthestairsbusydrinkingbeer.)

Austin:brother...I'mgladyoucame...

(Isatnexttohim)

Me:Ihopeyouknowalcoholisn'tthesolution.

Austin:nottodayMrlecture...

(Ichuckled)

Me:Iwantedtotalktoyouaboutsomething

important.Butsinceyou'redrunkIdon'tthinkso.

Didevensleep?



Austin:nah...Ican'tsleep.EverytimeIclosemy

eyes.Iseeherface.Imissher.

Me:iknow.AndIunderstandverywell.Butstill

alcoholwon'tbringherbacktoyou.

Austin:whatcanIdoNick...I'moutofoptions.

Me:Ithinkyoushouldsleepnow.Iwillsleepwith

youjustlikewhenwewerekids.

Austin:I'mgrownnow.Iwillsleepalone.

Me:ohhreally...butIwanttosleepwithyou...

(Ifakedawomenvoice.Webothlaughed.)

Austin:fuckyou...anywayletmegoandsleep.

(Hestoodupandwenttohisroom.)

Simon'sPOV

Iwaslookingateveryoneonthecrystalball.Ineed

todisappearforsometime.Ican'thavethese

childrentrytokillme.Never.Ineedtogathermy



strength.Icannotfightthemnow.I'mnotprepared.

Tobecontinued.

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:21]Lynne: insert51

Nick'sPOV

IhavedecidedtomoveinwithAustinsincehehas

notbeentakingthisLaliissueverywell.Ihaven't

toldhimthatfatheristhebehindit.Iwokeupand

tookaquickshower.IwentdownstairsandIsaw

Austinbusydrinkingcoffee.Hewaswearinga

blacksuitwithwhitetshirt.Helookedformal.

Me:Goingsomewhere?

Him:Yeah...I'mgoingtothefuneral.Ineedtobe



thereforLali.I'msureshe'sdown.Theywerevery

closewiththatwoman.

Me:I...erm...Idon'tthinkthatagoodIdea.

Him:Why?...there'safuneral.I'msureshewillnot

beputtingupheract.

Me:Ermm...youcan'tgo.

Him:Why...she'smygirl.Shewillneedashoulder

tocryon.It'smydutyashisboyfriendtocomfort

her.

Me:Youdon'tunderstand.

Him:Wewilltalklater.I'mgettinglate

(Ireallydon'twanttotellhim.Idon'twanthimand

dadhatingeachother.HutthisIarealproblem.

Becausehecan'tbeclosetoLali.Ihitmyhead.

Thisisallfuckedup.)

Lali'sPOV

Daddecidedtotakealltheresponsibilitiesof



buryingNomhle'smom.Theservicewasgoingto

beheldatthehall.ThenpeoplecangotoNomhle's

houseforfood.WellNomhle'sauntsandother

familymemberswerethere.Nomhlehasbeenvery

quiet.Sherefusedtositonthemattressforthe

pastdays.Shehasbeenlockingherselfupinher

bedroom.Idon'tblameher.Iwouldalsobehavethe

samewayifIweretolosemymother.She'sthe

onlypersonthatshehad.Whosupported,loved

andcaredforher.Ispentanighthereatherhouse.

Sowewokeupinthemorningapreparedforthe

funeral.Iwaswearingablackbodyhuggingdress

thatisthelong.Iputonmymaroonstilettosand

tookmymaroonbag.WellNomhlealsolooked

good.Nomhlehadaskedmetositwithherinthe

carthathashermother'scoffin.Igladlyagreed.It

wasaverybeautifulcasket.Itwascoveredwitha

homechoiceblanket.IheldbothNomhle'shands.

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

(Shejustshruggedhershoulders)



Me:Youneedtoletgoofher.Sheneedstogo.You

needtoopenupyourchestandtalk.Soyoucanbe

abletopassthroughthis.Iknowit'sgoingtobe

difficult.ButI'myourmotherwouldn'twantyouto

lookthisbroken.There'sstillmuchtimeyouhavein

thisworld.Spendtothefullest.I'mnotaskingyou

toforgetabouther.Ijustwantyoutolethergoand

liveyourlifenormal.I'malsohereforyou.(Ilooked

down)IknowyouandIhasbeenthroughalot.In

suchawaythatwewereseparated.ButIthinkyour

mother'sdeathhasbroughtusbacktoeachother.

Ofwhichiswhatshealwayswanted.

(Tearsstartedtoforminhereyes)

Me:Letitallout.Inthatwayyouwillbeabletopass

throughthis.Cryyourlungsoutforthelasttime.

(Shehuggedmeandcriedevenmore.)

Nomhle:ThankyouLali...thankyouverymuch.You

aretheonlythingthat'skeepingmesane.Ifit

wasn'tforyou.Iwouldbelongdead.Thank

you...thank.you.

(Finallywegottothehall.NomhleandIwere



sittinginthefront.Thepastoropenedwithprayer.

Whenhewasdonesomeonewalkedin.His/Her

shoesweremakingnose.Weallturnedtoseewho

itwas.ItwasAustin.Ijustcontinuedtolook

forward.Wellthepastorcontinuedpreaching.It

wasnowtimeforspeeches.WellitwasNomhle

andIonlywhoweregoingtodospeech.Westood

upatthesametime.Istoodnexttoherandheldher

handasshewasbusytalking.)

Nomhle:Mother...Shewaseverythingtome.A

friend,afatherandasister.Shewasthebestthing

thathadeverhappenedinmylife.Wehavebeen

throughalotwithher.Wehavebeenindifficult

situations.Butsheprayedourwaythroughthem.

Shetaughtmehowtopray.Sheraisedmeby

prayer.Andshealwaysremindedmetobescared

oflord.Worshiphimandprayeverysingleday.She

wasastrongwoman.Averystrongwoman.There

weretimeswhereshewasfeelinganextremepain

physicallyandemotionally.Shenevergaveup.I

guesswhenthey'respeakingaboutimbokodo.They



aretrulyspeakingabouther.Sheneverevenonce

hadsheshownmeiftherewasanythingbothering

her.Shewassogreat.Shewantedtoseeme

becomingsuccessfulinlife.IguessGoddecidedto

takehersaintwaysooner.Iwillalwaysloveand

respecther.Shewassokind.Ijusthopeher

kindnessremainslikethatuntilwemeetagain.

(Iwipedhertearsandtookthemic)

Me:WellIdon'twheretostart.Icouldwriteawhole

bookaboutthiswoman.BecauseoftimeIwon'tbe

long.Shewasalsoamothertome.Shetreatedme

exactlyasherowndaughter.Actuallyshelovedand

caredformemorethanshedidforherdaughter.

Sheraisedme.WellwithNomhleobviously.She

taughtmehowtopray.Andthaneverythingwillbe

alrightaslongasyoupray.IrememberIwasgoing

somewhere.Todosomethingthatwasgoingtoput

mylifeindanger.Iwenttoher.Itoldher.Andwe

prayed.Icamebacksafeandsound.WhatI'm



tryingtosayis.Shewasaverystrongbeliever.And

shealsotaughtusherdaughterstobebelievers.

AsNomhlesaid.Shewasaverystrongwoman.Her

soul...maysherestinpeace.

(Peoplestartedsinging.NomhleandIwenttosit

down.Welltheservicefinishedwewenttothe

cemetery.Wellthat'swhereNomhlecried.She

criedherlungsoutandevenwantedtojustinside

hermother'sgrave.Peoplewerenowholdingher.

Thatwasaverysadmoment.Everythingwasdone

wemadeourwayback.Atthegatetherewasa

dishwithumswaneandanotheronethathadwater

withgreenpetalsinit.WellIwashedmyhandsin

both.Ihelpedeveryonearound.IwenttoNomhle's

roomasIwantedtousethetoilet.WhenIwas

washingmyhandsihearddoorclosing.Iwentout

ofthebathroom.)

Me:Austin?Canihelpyou...

Austin:icanIunderstandyourpainrightnow.I'm



sorry.Itwillallpass.

(Ijustlookedathim.Hispresencejustmakesme

sick.Iwasnowbalancingmyselfwiththewall.He

startedmovingclosetome.)

Me:waitwhatareyoudoing?

(Hecameevenmorecloser.Iwasslowlylosing

mybreath.)

Austin:Lali?Areyouokay?

(Hetriedtotouchmyface.Ifelttriggered.Isaw

myselfstranglinghimtodeath.Myclawswereout.

Iwasreadytoattackhim.Iwasdisturbedbythe

knock.Ifixedmyselfandwenttothedoor.Iopened

it.ItwasMat.)

Mat:Areyouokay?

Me:Yeah.

Mat:Welllet'sgohome.Icametofetchyou.

Me:thanks.

(IwentandsaidmygoodbyetoNomhle.She



wasn'thappythatIwasleaving.Imisshome.Well

finallywegothome.AsitwasverylateIjustwent

tomyroomandtookaquickshowerandwentto

bed)

Austin'sPOV

WhathadhappenedtoLali?Iknowsometimesshe

becomesmadfornoreason.Butshenevereven

oncehassheusedherbeastialpowersagainstme.

Iheldmythroat.Itwasinpain.Iwentstraightto

mycaranddrivetomyhouse.HowcanLaliharm

me.Imeanshelovesme.AndIfeelthesameway

abouther.Shehadchanged.She'snolongerthe

girlIfellinlovewith.WhenIlookIntohereyes.I

canhardlyseeherfeelings.Whenigottomy

house.Nickwasbusycooking.Helookedatmy

neckandhiseyespoppedout.

Nick:what...whathappenedtoyourneck?



Me:erm...it'snothing.

(Hewentclosertome)

Nick:it'snothing?Yourneckisswollenandyet

you'resayingit'snothing.Didsomethinghappen.

Wereyouattacked?

Me:nah...Lali...(Iclearedmythroat)itwasLali.

(Hiseyeswidened.)

Nick'sPOV

Ithinkit'sabouttimeItellhim.IfIdon'thewillkeep

ongoingtoLali.Ofwhichwillputhislifeindanger.

Austin:whyareyouquiet?

Me:Ihavesomethingimportanttotellyou.

Austin:Goon.

(Istartedtellinghimeverything.Andeventoldme

aboutwhatSimonsaid)



Austin:andyou'reonlytellingmenow.Inever

thoughtdadwouldbetheonetohurtme.Howcan

hedosomethinglikethattome.I'mhisson.He's

supposedtobesupportingmeinmyrelationship

withLali.Yethewantstodestroyit.Youknow

sometimesIdon'tgethowthatoldthinks.

Me:Sowhatarewegoingtodo?

Austin:weneedtofindthatSimonyoutoldme

about.Weneedtokillhim.

Me:he'sverypowerful.Takinghimdownwon'tbe

easy.

Austin:Wecandoit...Iwonderhowdiddadfindout

aboutLali.Becausewekeptitasecret.

Me:that'swhatIhavebeenaskingmyselftoo.

Austin:anywaywecandoit.You,Ondreaz,Mat,

TaylerandI.WecankillthatSimonguy.

Me:(Iclearedmythroat)Canitjustbethethreeof

us.Thismatterisveryimportant.

Austin:but...

Me:Weneedtobecarefulwhowetrustandtell



things.WhenyouwantustokillSimon.Thanwe

needtobesmart.Andtrytothinklikehim.Ijust

needtotellMataboutthiswholething.

Austin:weneedtodoitsoon.ImissLalialot.

(Ipartedhisshoulder)

Me:Iknowyoungone.

Simon'sPOV

Ilaughed.Whoaretheyagain?...Noone...andI

meannoonecaneverkillme.Theirgrandfather

triedtokillme.Buthedidn'tsucceed.Theywon't

beabletokillme.Andtheycanonlydeclareawar

againstmeonceI'mready.

Me:weneedtoprepareourselves.

Emilia:We'refullyprepared.Whydon'twegetridof

themonceandforall.Thanwecanbeleftwith

killingtheAdila



Me:Weshouldn'trushthings.We'renotprepared.

Theymaynotbeverypowerful.Buttheyalsoknow

afewspells.Thatcanturnusalldown

Hermom:sowemustwaituntilwhen?...I'mtiredof

thiswaiting.

Me:ifyouwanttoachieveagoal.Youneedtobe

patientandsincerely..rushingthingswillonlyresult

inourdownfall.Ican'taffordthat.

(YearsbackIliedtotheAlpha.ThatAustin's

chosenwillbethedeathofhim.WellallIwantisto

revengemyselftotheAlphaandhisfamily.Iused

tostaythere.Iwasthemostrespectedsorcerer

there.WithonemistakeIdid.Theyburnishedme.

Afterthatmylifebecameanightmare.Ihad

nothing.Isufferedalot.TheAlpha'sdadwasalso

aftermylife.AtthattimeIwasn'tthatpowerful.

NowI'mreadytotakethemdown.I'mreadytorule

theOegrate.WellImetwithEmiliaandhermom

longtimeago.Wehadasamegoals.Soweclicked

andbecameonestrongteam.



Mat'sPOV

AsmuchasIknowtheAlpha.Ineverthoughthe

coulddosomethinglikethis.Especiallytohis

favouriteson.Nicktoldmeeverything.Ijustfeel

sorryforLalishame.HerandAustinlovedeach

other.Theylookedperfecttogether.AnywaysNick

saidwemustmeettomorrowtodiscusshowarewe

goingtotakethisevilSimondown.

Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupinthemorningandwentdownstairsto

helpKaylamommakebreakfast.

Kayla:weneedtowritealist.Ofthethingswe

goingtoneedpreparingforChristmasday.Ihave

foundachef.Wenowleftwithbuyingthingswewill

usetodecoratethehouse.Andalsobuypresents



foreveryone.

Me:Wecanbuythethingstodecoratetoday.If

you'renotbusy.LateronIwillgoandseeNomhle.

Kayla:Okay...wealsoneedtofindathemeforthe

day.

Me:ButChristmasthemehasalwaysbeen

red,greenandwhite.

Kayla:howoldareyouagain?

(Ijustchuckled)

Kayla:Ourthemewillbered.Weasladieswillwear

reddresses.Thantheboysandtheirfatherwill

wearblacksuits.

Me:soundsbetter.

Kayla:Let'sfinishupsowecango.Iwillalsohire

theMakeupartistforeveryone.

(Ijustlaughed.Sheissodramatic.Wewillbe

indoors.Thereisnoneedformakeup.Wefinished

withbreakfast.Ihelpedhersetthetable.Everyone

camedownstairs.Weallstartedeating.Kaylamom

alsotoldeveryoneaboutthethemecoloursandall.



AfterIwasdoneIwenttotakeabath.AfterIwas

doneIputonmyclothesandwentdownstairs.)

Mat:Lalidear...iwillseeyoulater.Imgoingoutwith

Nick.

Me:mhh...okay...enjoydear.

(Shejustsmiled.MomKaylaandIwenttothemall.

Weboughteverythingandtooktothecar.We

decidedtodoabitofshopping.Ihavealotof

clothes.TherearesomanyclothesIhaven'teven

wear.Whenweweredonewegrabbedtakeaways

fromMacdonald.IalsoboughtforNomhle.Kayla

droppedmeoffatherhouse.Herrelativeswere

stillhere.Iwentupstairstoherroom.Iknocked

onceandgotin.Shewasbusylookingoutthe

windowwithaglassofwineonherhand.)

Me:Ibroughtyoufood.

Nomhle:thanks...Iwilleatitlater.

Me:no...youwilleatitnow.Youwillbecomesickif

youdon'teat.

Nomhle:I'mnothungryLali.



Me:pleaseeatformysakethan

Nomhle:okaythan.

Tobecontinued
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CHRISTMASDAY

Lali'sPOV

IwokeupinthemorningandhelpedKayladecorate

thediningroom.Thechefshavealreadystarted

preparingfood.Afterweweredone.Fewladiesgot

in.Eachandoneofthemwerecaringblack

suitcases.Theywerewearingmatchingclothes.

It'slikeauniform.



Kayla:Thiswayplease.

(Shedirectedthemtoanemptyroomupstairs.

Thathascouchesonly)

Kayla:Pleasesithereinthemeantime.Iwillgoand

callthegirls.

Me:whoarethey?

Kayla:They'regoingtofullmassageourbodies.Do

outhairstyles,nailsandmakeup.

Me:Mhh...can'twait.

(Iwentandwokethegilrsup.Wealltookbaths.

Afterweweredoneweputonourrobesand

sleepers.Kaylacalledusthatwecannowgoforthe

treats.Theystartedwithourbacks.Itwasvery

relaxing.Weallhadglassesofwine.Theirhands

weredoingmagiconourbodies.IwishNomhle

wasalsohere.ButwhatcanIsay.Sheistryingto

keepherselfbusywithdoingwork.Shehasbeen

runningherfather'sbusinesses.Shewantedtosell

alltheOwen'sbelongings.ButIconvincedherto

notto.)



Mat'sPOV

I'menjoyingthemassagesomuch.Mymindhas

beenoccupied.IjusthopeNick'splanofkillingthat

Simonguywillwork.Ihavemixedemotionsoverall

ofthis.IjusthopewewillsucceedsothatLalican

finallyregainhermemoriesshesharedwithAustin.

Wehavealsofoundoutthat.Therearetwowomen

he'sworkingwith.Itoldmydadaboutthiswhole

entirething.Hesaidhewillhelpus.Hetoldusthat

Simonisverydangerous.Sotomorrowmidnight.

Wewillgoandhuntthemdownwherehelives.

Lali:Areyouokay?

(Inodded)

Lali:Butyoudon'tlookokay.Iseverythingokay?

(Ifakedasmile)

Me:Y...yes.Everythingisfine.



Lali:Areyouhidingsomethingfromme?

Me:W..what?N...no.whywouldIhidesomething

fromyou.

Lali:Youbeendistractedlately.Areyousureyou're

okay.

(Inodded)

Lali:YouknowthatI'malwaysthereforyou.Ifyou

needsomething.Youcantellme.Orifthere's

someonebotheringyou.Youknowtogetherwecan

overcomeanyobstaclethatcomesourway.

(IwishIcouldtellher.Tellingherwillmakethe

situationworse.)

Me:Iknow.

(Sheheldmyhands)

Lali:IcareaboutyouMat.Alot.

Me:Iknow.AndIalsocareaboutyou.That'swhyI

won'ttellyouanythingfornow

Lali:Sothere'ssomethingyou'rehidingfromme.

Me:N..no...yes.butIjustcan'ttellyou.



Lali:Mat...sincewhendowehidethingsfromeach

other

Me:it'sforagoodcause.Ipromisetotellyouwhen

everythingisbacktonormal

(Sheletgoofmyhands)

Me:Lalimi.

Austin'sPOV

WewereallattheOegratetocelebrateChristmas

day.Everyoneisbusypreparingforit.Oursuitsfor

thedayweredeliveredtodayinthemorning.Nick

gotin.

Nick:Hey.

Me:What'sup?

(Hesighed)

Nick:DoyouthinkwewillbeabletobringSimon



down?

Me:Yeah...wecandoit.Thethreeofuscandoit.

AndMat'sdadisgoingtobetheresothere's

nothingtoworryabout.

Nick:Ijusthopeeverythinggoesaccordingly.

Me:Ithasto.Ican'twaittofinallyspendtimewith

myLali.

Nick:Letmegoandgetready.

Me:Sure.

(Itookashower.AfterIwasdoneIwentbackto

mybedroom.Itookmyphoneandloggedinon

Instagram.IstartedlookingatLali'spictures.She's

beautiful.Therewastheonewhereshewaspouting.

Ilaughedandkissedit.AfterthatIgotdressed.I

wenttowherethelaunchwillbeserved.Everyone

wasalreadythere.Dadstartedtalking.Thisoldman

cantalkhey.Iwasstartingtogetbored.Ipoured

myselfaglassofwhiskey.)



Alpha:MerryChristmasdaytoeveryone.

(Finallyhe'sdone.Wellwestartedeating,laughing

andtalking.Itaverygreatday.It'sbeenawhile

sincewespenttimetogetherasafamily.Wedida

toast.Itwasagreatdayindeed.Wellmusicwas

playing.Momtookmyhandandwestarteddancing.

Everyonewasdancing.Afteratwirlwewould

changepartners.Itwasverynice.)

Lali'sPOV

Afterthepassage.Wedidourmanicure,pedicure

andmakeup.Matonlydidmakeup.Afterthatweall

wenttoourroomstoputonourdresses.Wethan

wentdownstairs.Averypolitemusicwasplaying.

Everyonewasdressedtokill.Kaylamominstructed

allofustositdown.Dadlookedhandsomeinhis

suitImustsay.



Kayla:Asafamily.Wehavebeenthroughsomuch.

Wehavelostourlovedones.Wehavesharedtears.

Imustsayweareonestrongfamily.WhenIfirst

camehere.Youallacceptedmewithwarmhands.I

neverfeltlikeanoutsider.Weallgotalongverywell.

AndIwanttothankyouMrsKane.Iknowwehave

hadournotsogooddays.Wherewewouldfight

verbally.ButI'malsothankfulthatyoueventually

acceptedme.SoIwantallofustodaytoforget

abouteverythingthingwehavebeenthroughand

enjoythisspecialday.MerryChristmaseveryone.

(Westartedeating.ZiaandKaylawouldthrow

jokeshereandthere.Itwasverygood.Afterwe

finishedeating.Wealldanced.Everyonelookedso

happy.ThegirlsandIdecidedtogotothepatio.

Wellwehavepreparedasmallpartythere.They

wereballoons,boozeandsnacks.Theguys

decidedtojoinus.Itwassomuchfun.)

Zayn:IwishTonywasalsoheretocelebrate



Christmaswithus.

Zia:Yeahhey...

Me:Letmecallhim.

(Iwentawayfromeveryone)

Tony:Lali?...hey.

Me:Hi...howareyou

Tony:I'mgood.

Me:Ithoughtyouweregoingtocoverover.To

celebrateChristmaswithus.

Tony:Nah...Ijustwantedtospenditwithmyuncle.

Me:Mhh...Isee.Anyprogresswithfindingthe

personthatkilledyourdad.

Tony:Nah...yousee.Ihavebeenhavingdreams

aboutmyfather.Hekeeptellingmethatyou'rethe

onewhocanhelpmefindthetruth.

Me:Tony...Ishowedyoueverything.Butyouchose

nottobelieveme.

Tony:Lali...canwepleasenotgothere.Iknowmy



uncleverywell.

Me:Tony...peoplearenotwhotheyappeartobe.Or

whotheysaytheyare.

Tony:Hesaidyoucanhelpmecommunicatewith

him.

(Iseeheignoredthatstatement)

Me:What?...Icannolongercommunicatewithmy

owndeceasedfamily.HowwillImakethatpossible.

Tony:Idon'tknowman...Buthekeepstellingme

that.

Me:whycan'thecommunicatewithyouthrougha

dream.

Tony:Everytimewhenhe'sabouttosaysomething.

Hesuddenlybecomesmute.

Me:What?

Tony:It'slikesomeoneistryingtoshuthimup.

Me:Isee.

Tony:Sopleasetrysomething.



Me:Iwillsee.ButIdon'tpromiseanything.

Tony:pleasetry.You'remylasthope.

Me:Iwilltry.

(Gladisseemstoknowalotaboutnthisthings.Iwill

visithertomorrow.Iwentbacktoeveryone)

Addi:Whatdidhesay?

Me:ermm...hesaid.Hewantstospendtherestof

thedaywithhisuncle.

Zia:whenwillhecomebackhome.

Me;Idon'tknow.

(Anywaywestartedpartying.Itwasverynice.It

wasnowlatesowedecidedtogoandsleep.)

MrsKane'sPOV

Iwokeupinthemorning.Ipackedallmythingsina

suitcase.Welleverythingisready.MyVisaandall.



Iwentdownstairs.Theywerehavingbreakfast.

MrK:Goingsomewhere?

(Iclearedmythroat)

Me:yeah...I'mgoingtoParis.Justtospoilmyself.

It'sbeenawhilesinceIhaven'tgonethere.

MrK:Ohh...okay.Iguessbye.

(Itookmysuitcaseandwenttothecar.Itdropped

meoffattheairport.Myflightisin15minutestime.

Isatdown.Ican'tbelieveI'mdoingthis.Ijusthope

Iwillgethim.IdohaveafewcontactsinAustralia.

Sofindinghimwon'tbethathard.Finallythetime

came.Iwentinintotheaeroplane.)

Lali'sPOV

Me:I'mgoingtotheDrugiomin.Doyouwantto

comewithme.

Mat:nah...Iwanttospendtherestoftodaywithmy



dad.

(WellMat'sdaddidn'tcomeyesterday.Idon'tknow

why.)

Me:whydidn'thecomeyesterday?

Mat:well...Iwillaskhim.

Me:OkIhavetogonow.

(Iwenttothecaranddrovetothemall.Igotafew

things.IwasnowontheroadtotheDrugiomin.

AftersometimeIarrived.IstraightwenttoGladis

house.Iknocked)

Her:Comein

(Igotin)

Her:Adila...whatagreatsurprise.Howareyou?

Me:I'mfineandyou?

Her:I'mfine.

(Wehugged)

Me:HowwasChristmas?



Her:Itwasverynice.Nexttimeyoushouldspendit

withus.

Me:Yeah...Iwill.Ineedhelpwithsomething.

Her:Okay...comesithere.Iwillbringteaandsome

cakes.

Me:Thanks.

(Shebroughtthem)

Her:Sowhatisit?

Me:well...abrotherofmineneedsmyhelp

Her:I'mlistening

Me:Wellhewantstocommunicatewithhis

deceaseddad.HisdadsaidIwillhelphimwiththat.

What'sconfusingisthat.Icannolonger

communicatewithmyownfamily.HowcanIhelp

him

Her:Mhh...withyou.Yousentthemaway.Youput

themintorest.Youcanhelphimwiththat.Ithink

hisfather'ssoulisstillwonderingaround..

Me:buthow?



Her:DoyourememberthebookIgaveyou?

Me:yes...theonethatyousaiditcontainsmydeath.

Her:yes...ican'treallyrememberwhichpageitis.

Butlookthere.Youwillbothgotohisfather'sgrave.

Youwillreadwhat'swrittendownthanhewill

appear.Youwillbetheonlyonetoseehim.Buthe

willbeabletohearhim.

Me:isthatall?

Her:youmustalsolittwowhitecandles.He

mustn'ttellanyoneaboutallofthis

Me:okay...thankyouverymuch.

Her:youseeLali.Youmustkeepthatbookverysafe.

Becauseifitlandsinwronghands.Youwilldie.

Me:Butwhycan'tIjusttearofthepagewheremy

deathiswritten.

Her:Thatbookcannotbetearedoff.

Me:Butit'smadeofpapers.

(Shelaughed)

Her:you'restillyoungmydear.Itappearstobe



madeofpapers.Butit'sactuallynot.

Me:Whywouldmydeathbewrittendown.

Her:youseeLali.You'rethefirstAdila.Itwas

writtenbeforeyourgreatgrandparentswereeven

born.

Me:Butwhowroteit?

Her:Idon'tknowreally.

(Westartedtalkingaboutrandomthings.Itwas

now6pm.)

Me:IthinkIshouldgetgoing.

Her:Now?...whydon'tyouleavetomorrow.

Me:Ermm...Ineedtofindthatpageyouweretalking

about.

Her:youcandothattomorrow.It'sverynicetalking

toyou.Whenyougo.Iwillbeverybored.

Me:Okay...it'sfineIwillgotomorrowmorning.I

reallylovespendingtimewithyou.

(ShestartedwithherstoriesuntilIfellasleep.)



Mat'sPOV

DadandIspendtherestofyesterdaytogether.We

cookedandenjoyedourselves.WellIwokeupand

tookabath.Ihavebeenfeelingdown.Ihavethis

sharppainonmyheart.Itfeelslikei'mabouttolose

someonewhomeanstheworldtome.WellIgulped

aglassofwine.Todayistheday.Iputonmyblack

Jean,vestandadenimjacket.Wellmydadandi

aregoingtoAustin'shouse.Tillthemidnight.After

weweredonewedrovetohisplace.Whenwegot

thereNickwasbusymakingbreakfast.Afterhe

wasdonehedishedupforeveryone.Wearealittle

sincewealreadyhadbreakfastinourhouse.I

washedthedishesandhelpedthembycleaningthe

house.AfterIwasdonewesatinthelounge.

Austin:HowisLalidoing?

Me:She'sfine.



Mydad:Simonisaverysmartguy.I'msurehe

knowsthatwe'recomingforhim.I'msurehe'sbusy

preparinghimself.

Nick:That'swhyweneedtobecareful.

(Idecidedtotakeanap.AftersomehoursNick

wokemeup.)

Nick:Wearegoingnow.

(itwasalreadydarkoutside.Iputonmysneakers

wemadeourwaytothecar.Nickwasdrivingsince

heknowswhereSimonlives.Acallcamethroughit

wasLali.Iclearedmythroat)

Me:Hello.

Lali:Heywhereareyou?

Me:Erm..m..mydadandIareout.We'rehaving

dinner.Atarestaurant.

Lali:whichrestaurantsoicanalsocome.

Me:Well...ijustwantedtospendsomequalitytime

withhim.Wecanallgoouttomorrowifit'sfine



withyou.

(Shekeptquiet)

Me:Ihavetohungupnow.Bye.loveyou.

(Idroppedthecall.)

Me:itwasLali.Ihopeshe'snotsuspecting

anything.

(FinallyNickparkedinfrontagate.Wegotout.We

madeourwayin.DadandAustinwenttotheback

ofthehouse.NickandIbrokethefrontdoor.We

madeourwayinsidethehouse.Austinanddad

alsogotin.Wesearchedeveryroombuttherewas

noone.Aswewerestillsearching.Suddenlythe

roombecamedark.Averystrongwindstarted

blowingeverythinginthehouse.Aftersometimeit

stopped.Aswewereallstandinginthemiddleof

theroomwesawsomethingwrittenonthewall.We

allmadeourwaythere.Itlookedlikeanaddress.



Bloodwasusedtowriteit.)

Me:whenwegotinhere.Therewasnothingonthe

wall.

Austin:Ithinkweshouldgotothisaddress.Maybe

wewillfindhimthere.

Me:doyouthinkit'ssafetodothat.

(Heshruggedhisshoulders)

Nick:Let'sgo.Maybeit'swherewewillfindhim.

(Austintookapictureofthataddress.Nickstarted

drivingthere.Itwasveryfar.Lalicalledagain.)

Lali:Whereareyouguys?Ithinkyoushouldgo

backhome.

Me:We'refine.Dadbookedthewholerestaurant.

Soit'sonlythetwoofus.Stopworrying.We'refine.

Lali:Mat...Idon'tknow.I'mhavingsharppainsin



myheart.Myheartfeelscold.

Me:Ialsofeltlikethatinthemorning.ButI'mfine

now.

Lali:Pleasetakecareofyourself.

Me:Iwillbye.

Mydad:iseverythingokay?

Me:Yeah...Laliisbusyworryingfornoreason.

(Anywaywegottothisplace.Itwasadoublestory

house.Itlookedold.Notevenonelightwason.We

madeourwayinandusedourphonetouchesfor

light.Wegotinandstartedsearching.)

Nick:SIMONYOUCOWARD.COMEOUT!WEKNOW

YOU'REINTHERE.

(nothing.Weheardalaughcomingfromthe



kitchen.Weallmadeourwaythere.Whenwegot

theretherewasanote.Ithaddirectswrittenonit.)

Me:Ithinkhe'stryingtofoolus.Whyisdoingthis.

Austin:Ithinkweshouldgotothisplace.

Mydad:Ithinkitwillbebestifwejustgoback

home.Wewillcontinuelookingforhimtomorrow.

Nick:Wecan'tgiveupnow.Let'sgotothisplace.If

he'snotthere.Thanwecangoback.

Mydad:But...

Me:Let'sgo.Maybehe'sthere.

(Wewenttothecar.Austinwasbusyreading

directionstoNick.Itwasnowmidnightandwe

havebeendriving.)

Nick:Thisistheendoftheread.Ican'tdriveany

further.



Austin:What?Butthedirectionscontinue.

Nick:Ithinkweshouldwalkfromhere.

Mydad:I'mnotfeelingallofthis.It'slikehe's

trickingus.He'scontrollingoureverymove.

(Wegotoffthecarandstartedwalking.There

treesallover.Wewalkedveryfar.Suddenlyallof

ourphonesbecameoff.Wetriedtoswitchthemon

buttheycouldn't.)

Me:What'sgoingon...Ithinkweshouldgobackto

thecar.Wewillcontinuetomorrow.

(Weallagreedonthat.Westartedmakingourway

back.Wehavebeenwalkingbutwehaven'treached

ourcarasyet.Neithercanweseetheroad)

Me:Nonoguys.It'slikewe'removingincircles.

Wekeeppassingthesamebaobabtree.

Nick:Ihavealsonoticedthat.

Austin:Whatdowedo?



Mydad:Youkidsdon'tlisten.Itoldyouallthatwe

shouldgobackhome.Seenow?

Me:Dad...bysayingthatyou'renothelping.Austin

doyoustillhavethedirections?

Austin:Yeahandtheyendhere.

Me:Fuck.

Simon'sPOV

Iwaslookingatthemonthecrystalball.Ilaughed

sohardthatInowhadhiccups.IwasatEmilia's

house.Wellthey'reintheDoruhrforest.Ihaveled

themthere.Thereisnowaytheycangooutofit

alive.WhatwillhappenisIwillgototheminthe

midnight.Iwillkillthemonebyone.AfterthatIwill

killtheAlpha.ThanlastbutnotleastTHEADILA.I

knewmyplanwasgoingtowork.Ihavetricked

them.Theycancontinuebusywalkingfooling

themselves.There'snotwaytheycangetoutofit.

Unlessifthere'ssomeonewhoisverypowerful.



Whocangetthemout.Ineedtobefastwith

everythingbeforetheAdilaevensuspectanything.

Nomhle'sPOV

IhavejustlandedinCapetown.Ihaveabusiness

initiationwithMrKhulekaniNzama.Ihavedonea

researchabouthim.Heisaveryrichyoungman.

Heownsbusinessesacrosstheborder.Atthe

airporttherewasalreadyacarwaitingforme.I

checkedinataveryclassyandexpensivefivestar

hotel.Wewillbemeetingfordinner.Hetextedme

theaddress.WellIgotintotheroomibookedand

orderedsomefood.AfterIwasdoneeatingItooka

verylongassbath.AfterIwasdone.Iwrappedmy

bodyandunpackedmythings.Ilookedfor

somethingtowear.Ihadfourdressestodecide

from.Itwasaredlongdressthathadaslightslit

anditwasbackless.Acreamwhitedressthathad

blingsitwaskneehigh.Ablackdressitwassimple.

Itdidn'thaveaslitbutitwasoffshoulder.Ifitted



allofthem.IthinkIwillgowiththeredone.Itfits

mesoperfectly.Itshowsallmycurves.AfterI

havedecidedmydressIdidmyface.Ididn'tput

muchmakeup.Idon'twantittobetoomuch.I

needtolookclassyandalsobeautiful.Ineedto

givehimaverygoodfirstimpression.Wellitwas

nowalittledarkoutside.Iputonmydressanda

necklace.Iputonmygladiatorheels.Isprayedmy

neckwithaperfume.Ididn'tputmuch.Itookmy

handbagandwentdownstairs.Thecarwas

alreadywaitingformeoutside.

Me:Hereistheaddress.

"Okaymem"

(Afteralotofdrivingwasdone.Heparkedinfront

ofaverybeautifulrestaurant.Igotin.It'swasn't

sobusy.Aladymadeherwaytome.)

Her:MissNomhleKhumaloright?

(Inodded)

Her:Thiswayplease.



(Ifollowedher.Shetookmeupstairs.Itlookedlike

aprivateplace.Shepulledachairforme)

Me:Thankyou.

Her:JuiceorWine?

Me:wineplease.

Her:Moetor...

Me:Moet...itwillbefine.

(Shewentawayforsometime.Afterthatshecame

backwithit.Istartedtakingasipofit.Verynice.I

hadfinishedthewholeglassnow.I'mstartingtoget

borednow.Hehasn'tcomeasyet.AsIwasabout

tocallhimhemadehiswayin)

Him:Sorry...I'mlate.Iwascaughtupwithsome

work.

(Istoodupandshookhishands.Hesatopposite

me.Icouldn'tmovemyeyesfromhim.He'stoo

handsome.Hetookoffhissuitjacket.Andletone

buttonloseonhisshirt.Helookedevenmore

handsome.Isitmeorthewineismakingmefeel

likethis.



Him:Areyouokay?

(inoddedrepeatedly)

Him:Let'sordersomethingsowecanstartwiththe

meeting.

Me:Sure.

(Thewaitresscame.Weordered)

Him:Whilewe'restillwaitingforourfood.Youcan

tellmemoreaboutyourselfifyoudon'tmind.Ineed

toknowthepersonI'mabouttostartabusiness

with.

(Ismiled)

Pleaselikeandcomment

Thankyousomuchfor3klikesandfollowers.Iwill

trytopostanotherinsertlater.I'msorryfornot

postingforthepastfewdays.Withschoolssaidto

bereopeningonthe1stofJune.I'mbusywith

schoolwork.ButIpromisetopostfortherestof



thisweek.

[06/23,08:21]Lynne: insert53

Lali'sPOV

I'mathomeinmyroomwithTony.Heisvisitingme.

Ihavebeenfeelingverystrange.Ifeellike

somethingbadisabouttohappen.Ihavebeen

tryingtocallMatbutshe'snolongeransweringmy

calls.

Tony:Haveyoufoundthepage?

Me:No...I'mstilllookingforit.

(Mymindwasn'tinthisbook.Matisapartofme.

Wemetforareason.Icanfeelthatsomethingis

notright.IneedtohelpTonyfirstthanIcanvisit

them.Andmakesurethey'reokayandsafe.This

bookhas4000pages.Iwasreadingpage2789.It



wasreadingasfollow:

________________________________________________

Pg2789

TheDoruhrForest

Skgovkfushusheufjogkgjduhsydhfugkgjgkmthrhrue

hr7ffjfkfmdusbsysveydhfufjc7cjfbdushe7ffycycycu

chfifkdjsbsy7ffhcufufififkfhthyucycycy.

(Theforestofevil.Wherealltheevilpowerswere

bornat.Whenyouenteritthere'snowayofcoming

outofitalive.Onlyonepersonwhocanoverpower

it.TheAdila.)

________________________________________________



(AsIfinishedreadingit.Heartpainsstartedagain.)

Tony:Lali...areyouokay?ShouldIbringyouwater?

(Inodded.What'shappening.Tonycameback)

Tony:Here.

Me:Thankyou.

(Idrankthewater)

Me:No...Ihavetogo.IneedtoseeMat.Something

isnotright.

(Tonyheldbothmyhands)

Tony:Canwedothisfirst.Canwegotomyfather's

gravefirst.ThanafterIwillaccompanyyoutoher

house.

Me:Okay.

(Thisbookissoincredible.AnywaysIcontinued

readingit.)

Me:IthinkIhavefoundthepage.

Tony:Really?



Me:Yeah...letmecallGladisfirstandconfirm.

(Icalledherandtoldherwhatitsays.)

Gladis:That'stheone.Nowhurryupbeforethe

sunrise.

Me:Okay.

Gladis:Don'tforgetthewhitecandles.

Me:Thanks...sorryfordisturbingyoursleep.

Gladis:Anytimemydear.

(Ihungedup.)

Me:Let'sgetgoing.Doyouknowwhereyour

father'sgraveis?

Tony:Yeah.

Me:okay...youwilldrivethan.

(Wewenttothecar.Hewasdriving.Ihaveavery

terribleheadache.)

Me:Doyouhaveanypainkillers?

Tony:No...areyouokay?

Me:it'sjustaheadache.



Tony:Here...drinksomewater.

(Idrankit.Aftersometimewegottothecemetery.

Wegotout.Iwascarryingmybookandhewas

carryingcandlesandalighter.Iwasfollowingwith

behind.)

Tony:Thereisit.

(Wemadeourwaythere.)

Me:It'slooksbeautiful.

(ItookthecandlesfromTonyandputthemontop

ofthetombstone.Iheldmychestasthepains

werecomingback.)

Me:What'sthetime?

(Hetoldme)

Me:Okay.Givemethelighter.

(Ilitbothcandlesandstartedreadingwhat's

writtenonthepage.AsIwasreadingsuddenlyit

becamewindy.Thereweresomanyvoicestalking.

Thereweresomanydeadsoulsbusywondering.)

Me:Yourfather'snameplease



(Hetoldme.AfterImentionedhisnamewhile

reading.Thewindratebecamenormal.)

"Son"

Tony:D...Dad...that'smyfather'svoiceLali.Dadis

thatyou?

"It'smeson.Howareyou?"

Tony:Dad...why?Whydidyouliveme?

(Hehadtearsonhiseyes)

"Sonitwasn'tmyintentiontodoso.Iwasbrutally

killedmyson."

Tony:Butdad...whowoulddosuchhorriblethingto

you?

"Nonotherthanmyownbrother.Youruncle."

Tony:What?Whywouldmyuncledothattoyou.

Youguyswereveryclose.

"Ithoughtsotoo.Untilthatday.Ihavebeentrying

totellyou.Shealsoshownyou.Butyouchosenot

tobelieveher."

Tony:IneverthoughtthepersonItakeasmyown



fatherwouldkillmyfather.Iwasblindedbyhis

pretense.

"I'mgladyouknowthetruthnow"

Tony:He'sgoingtopay.He'sgoingtopayforwhat

hedid.

"Idon'tlikeviolencebutthistimeIwon'tstopyou

fromkillinghim."

Tony:Imissyoudad.Imissyousomuch.

(Thetimewasrunningout)

"SonIhavetogonow.FinallyIwillrestinpeace

nowthatyouknowthetruth."

Tony:Can'twetalkanylonger.

"Noson.Iloveyouandwillforeverwill.Iwill

alwayslookafteryouandprotectyou.Mysoulisat

peacenow."

Tony:Iloveyoudad.

"Iloveyouson.Takecareofyourmother.Theroad

she'stakingisverydangerous.She'sputtingher

lifeindangerfornoreason."



Tony:Mom?

Me:MrsKane?

"ByesonandtakecareofMatilda.Thankyoumy

dearforhelpingme."

Me:Mat?

"Ipraythatwhateveryou'regoingthroughpass."

(Hewavedthandisappeared.)

Me:Areyouokay?

(Hejustthrewhimselfonmeandhuggedme.I

rubbedhisback)

Me:Iknowthefeelingofloosingaparent.I

understandyourpain.Nowpleasestopcrying

beforeIcrytoo.

(Iwipedhistears.Heplacedhisforeheadonmy

andheldbothmycheeks.Iclearedmythroat.He

letgo)

Me:Ithinkweshouldgetgoing.

(Beforewecouldevenreachthecar.Therewere5

menstandinginfrontofourcar.Theywereall



wearingblack.)

Tony:Lali...iwantyououtofhere.Now.

Me:Doyouknowthem?

Tony:Yeah...they'revampires.

Me:SowhymustIgo?

Tony:Youwillgethurt.

Me:ItseemsyouhaveforgottenwhatIam.

(Ifullytransformedandchargedatthem.Istarted

rippingtheirstomachs.Tonywasalsofighting

them.Onemangotaway.Herantohiscarand

droveoff.Itransformedback)

Me:Shouldwefollowhim.

Tony:No...let'sgotomyuncle'shouse.Iknowhe

sentthem.

Me:Okay.

(wegottothecaranddrovetohisuncle'shouse.I

triedtocallMatagain.Herphoneisswitchedoff.)

Tony:Iseverythingokay?



Me:Mat'sphoneisswitchedoff.Howaboutyou

dropmeoffatherhouse.Iwillcatchupwithyou

aftercheckingifherandherfatherareokay.

Tony:Okay...

(WedrovetoMat'shouse.Wearrivedthere.Tony

parkedoutside.)

Tony:Iwillwaitforyou.

Me:Okay.

(Iwentin.Iknocked.Nothing.Iwenttothe

securityguy.)

Me:IsMararound?

"Theyleftthedaybeforeyesterday"

Me:What?Whereto?

"theydidn'ttellme"

Me:Okaythanks.hereismynumber.Pleasetellme

whentheygetback.

"Iwillmam"

(Iwentbacktothecar)



Tony:Didyoufindthem?

Me:No...theguardsaidtheyleftthedaybefore

yesterday.

Tony:Wherecouldtheybe?

(Theheartaches.Theystartedmethedaybefore

yesterday.Ihavebeennotfeelingwellsincethat

day.Somethingiswrong.Matisindanger)

Me:They'reindanger.Icanfeelit.

(Thisisallfuckedup.Itisnowinthemorning.I

can'troamaroundasabeast.Peoplewillbe

freakedout.Shit.Andnightissofar.)

me:Shit...whydidn'tIseethatcoming.

Tony:Whatdowedonow?

Me:wewillhavetowaitforthenighttimetocome.

Inthemeantimelet'sgoanddealwiththatuncleof

yours.

Tony:Areyousure.

(Inodded.Wedroveoff.)



Nomhle'sPOV

I'mbackathome.Ihadaverygreattimein

Capetown.Khuleshowedmearound.He'sa

gentlemanImustsay.Wellthefollowingdaywhen

wewentout.Iendedupconfessingmyloveforhim.

Hesaidhisheartistakenbysomeoneelse.Itriedto

askmoreaboutthatluckygirl.Hesaid...hehasn't

toldherasyetasshehasaboyfriend.Idon'twant

toliethatbrokemyheartonethousandtimes.I

knowIhavemethimforafewdays.ButIcansafely

sayI'mdeeplyinlovewithhim.Whenhewas

droppingmeoffattheairport.Wesharedavery

longandpassionatekiss.Iaskedhimwhydidhe

kissme.Hejustsmirkedandsaid"safeflightMs

Khumalo".Myloveforhimgrowsdaybyday.I

wonderwhoisthatluckygirlthattookhisheart.

AnywayIdidbreakfastandtookabath.I'mgoingto

theoffice.Ineedtomakesurethingsareokay.I

haven'tbeenatitfortwodays.



Mat'sPOV

WHATHAPPENEDBEFORETHEMIDNIGHTTILL

MIDNIGHT

Wewerenowtired.Decidedtositdownbecauseit

seemslikethereisnoexitfromthisforest.

Mydad:Whatnow?We'regoingtodiehere.Andno

onewillfindus.

Me:Canwenotloosehopeplease.

(Iwasveryhungry.)

Me:I'mveryhungry.

Nick:Isawamangotreewhenwewerewalking.

Let'sgoandgetsome.

(Wewentthere.Wetookalotofthemandthanset

down.Aswewereeatingsuddenlyitbecamewind.

Itwasnotjustwind.Itwasverydark.)



Me:What'sthat?

(Westoodup.Thewindstartedseparatinginto

manyfigures.)

Me:Ohhollyshit!

Austin:WTF?

(Thosefiguresstartedmakingtheirwaytous.We

transformedintoourcreaturesandmetthem

halfway.Wewentthere.Thewindstartedcovering

us.Wewereallnowunabletobreathe.We

transformedintoourselves.Thewinddisappeared.

Wewereallcoughinghysterically.Westoodup)

Austin:Weneedtogetoutofhere.Thisplaceis

beyondourlimit.

(Sillyofuswestartedrunningbeforetiring

ourselves.Becausethere'snowayoutofthisplace.

Isatdown)

Nick:Standup...don'tgiveuplet'sgo.

Me:WHERETOEXACTLY?TELLME?.YOUALL

KNOWTHATTHERE'SNOWAYOUTOFHERE.CAN



WEPLEASESTOPMAKINGFOOLSOFOURSELVES.

WE'RETRAPPEDINHERE.THERENOWAYOUT.

(Theyallkeptquiet.Theysatdown.Eversince

thanwehavebeenattachedbydifferentillusions.It

wasnowmidnight.Weweresittingtogetherlostin

ourthoughtswhenweheardfootstepsandvoices

comingdifferentdirections.Westoodup.)

Me:CouldthatbeSimon?

Austin:Maybe?

(Weallpreparedourselves.Westoodnexttoeach

blockingtheirway.Finallytheymadetheirwayto

us.ItwasSimon,Emiliaandanoldwomen)

Austin:Ohhsoyoubitch...you'reworkingwithhim?

(Emiliajustsmiled.Austinwasveryangry.Hewent

andtriedtochargetoherbutcouldn't.Hecame

backtous)

Me:Whathappened?

Austin:Icouldn'tgettoher.



Me:TF!

Simon:Listenhere.Youallareinourterritory.You

cannotharmusinourownplace.Thisplacewas

madeforpeoplewithimpurehearts,evil,conniving

andwhoseheartsarefullofhatred.Ofwhichthat's

us.Thisplaceisus.We'retheonlyoneswhocando

anything.

(Idon'tknowwhathappenedafterthat.Iwasinthis

darkhouse.Ithadverylongwalls.Myarmsand

legsweretiedagainstthewall.Icouldn'teven

moveaninch.Itriedtotransformbutcouldn't.

EversincethanIhavebeentortured.Mywhole

bodyhasbruises.Idon'tevenknowwhereare

others.)

NOW.

(Ican'tdoitanymore.It'slikemysoulisslowly

leavingmybody.Ihavegivenuponlife.Ihavetried

growlingbutstill.Ihavescreamedmylungsoutfor

helpbutstill.It'slikeI'minaholewherenoonecan



hearme.Emiliagotin)

Her:Mhh...Iseeyou'restrong.Othersarenot

coping.Yourdadistheworst.

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

(I'mtiredofbeggingher.)

Her:WellIcametotellyouthatwell...yourdadisno

more.

(Foramomentmymindstoppedfunctioning.My

heartbeatroseup.Iblinked.Everythingmovedin

slowmotion.Ipassedout.)

Nick'sPOV

YesI'mamanbutthepainI'minnowisjust

extreme.EverydayI'mbeingtortured.Mybig

worryrightnowisMat.Iwonderhowshe'sholding

up.IhavebeenhopingthatLaliwouldcomeand

helpusout.Itseemsherpowersonlyfavoursher.



Weareherebecauseofher.Weareherebecause

wewantedtohelpher.Itseemssheisnotbothered.

IthoughtwithMatbeingindangershewouldhave

camehererunning.ItseemslikeIwasonlyfooling

myself.

MrsKane'sPOV

It'sbeenawhilesinceIhavebeenhereinAustralia.

IwasinmyhotelroomwiththisITguy.

Him:Heisawellknownman.He'sveryrespected.

Andalsoabusyman.Makinganappointmentwith

himwon'tbeeasy.

(WellIhavebeenspyingonhishouse.Hecomes

homeverylate.)

Me:can'tIseehimwhenhegoesbackhome.

Him:Still...youneedtohaveanappointmentforthat.

(Aswewerestillthinking.Weheardadoorknock.I



wenttocheck.Iopeneditalittleandaguykickedit

openinsuchawaythatIfell.Theydidn'thesitate.

TheyshottheITguywhowashelpingme.)

Me:Whoareyou?Whatdoyouwantfromme...I...

(AsIwasstilltalkingtwoheldmyhandswhileone

sedatedme.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:22]Lynne: Insert54

MrsKhumalo'sPOV

Iwokeupinaverydarkroom.Istartedshouted.

Me:Isthereanyonewhocanhelpme?...Hello.

(Itriedtomovebutmyhandsandlegsweretied.

Thedooropened.Thelightwenton.Twoman



walkedin)

"Andnow?What'sthenoisefor?"

Me:Pleaseletmego...whatdoyouwantfrom

me?...Whosentyou?...isitKayla?

"Bossisonabusinesstrip.Hewillcomebackthe

dayaftertomorrow.Hegaveusclearinstructions

thatweshouldn'tletyougo.Weshouldtortureyou

untilhecomesback"

Me:Boss?...who'syourboss?...Whatdoeshewant

fromme?

"Isn'tyouhavebeenbusystalkinghim.Didyou

thinkhewasnotgoingtofindout.(Hechuckled)

You'reluckythatyou'restillalive.Weusuallydon't

keepapersonforlong."

(Iswallowedhard.)

Me:B...butI'mhereto...

"Enoughwiththetalkingnow."

(Hecametomeandputatapeonmymouth.Shit!.



IfonlytheyknewthatI'mtryingtohelphimhere.

Sothathecangethiswifeback.Itseemslike

comingherewasabadplan.IguessIhavetowait

untilhecomesback.)

Lali'sPOV

Iwasbusyputtingonmyclothes.AndIwasalso

feelinglethargic.Itfeelslikemysoulisslowly

leavingmybody.AsIwasdonedressingTony

walkedin.HeisgoingtohelpmefindMat.

Tony:Areyouokay?

(Inodded)

Tony:Yourface?...itlooks...(Heclearedhisthroat.I

wenttoseemyselfonthemirror.Ireceivedashock

ofmylife.Myskinwasroughanditwasalso

turninggreen.Myeyeshadblackbagsandaround

them.Myeyeswereveryred.Islowlytouchedmy

face.)



Me:What'shappeningtome?...Whyismyfacelike

this?

Tony:Erm...didyoumaybeeatsomething?

(Inoddedno.)

Me:Ithinkwe'rerunningouttime.Weneedtoget

going.

Tony:It'sbetterthateveryoneisasleeporelsethey

wouldhavebeenfreakedoutbyyourface.

(AsIwashalfwaytothedoor.Suddenlytheroom

becamecold.Tonywasalreadyout.Windstarted

blowing.Itstartedflippingpagesofthatbook

Gladisgaveme.Iwentclosetoitandthewind

stopped.Ilookedatthepagethatwasturned.It

waspage2789-TheDoruhrforest.Isthisaclue

maybe?.AsIwastakingthebookmyphonerangit

wasGladis.)

Me:Hello

Gladis:L...Lali!Whereareyou?

(Shewassniffing)

Me:Ermm...I'mathome.Areyouokay?



Gladis:I'mokay.ButMatisn't.Youneedtohurryup

beforeit'stoolate.Herbodyisslowlygivingin.Lali

youneedtosaveher.

Me:Yeah...Iwasabouttolookforher.Andsuddenly

theroombecamewindy.(Itoldherwhathappened)

Gladis:TheDoruhrforest...Gothere...I'msurethat

happenedforareason.

Me:Okay...butwhereisitlocated.

Gladis:What?Areyoukiddingme?...you'retheAdila

.Youcanuseyourpowerstofindit.Nowgo...go.

(Shehungedup.Ilookedatthepageandreadit.

AfterthatIwentstraighttothecar.)

Tony:Ohh...waitLali!

(Hiseyeswerepoppedout)

Me:What'supdude?

Tony:Yourface?...It'sturningdarkerandithas

visibleveins.

Me:What?Weneedtohurry...

(Igotofthecar.)



Tony:Butwhereareyougoing.

Me:Followmewiththecar.

(Myvoicewasnowdeeper.Istartedrunningata

veryhighspeed.Ididn'tknowwheremylegswere

leadingme.UsuallyIwouldtransformbutthistime

Ididn't.It'slikeIwasn'tincontrolofmyownself.I

wasrunningpassingthetrees.Icouldseethem

scratchingmybodybutIwasn'tfeelinganpain.

FinallyIstoppedinthemiddleofthejungle.Itwas

verydark.AsIwasstillcatchingmybreathavery

darksmokecoveredme.Ididn'thesitateI

transformedimmediately.Itcleared.Isawabeast

standingfarfromme.Irantowardsit.Itmetme

halfway.Westartedpunchingeachother.She

wasn'tsostrongsobringingherdownwasvery

easy.Shetransformedtoherself.Andheldherneck.

TomysurpriseitwasEmilia.Itransformed.)

Me:You?...whatareyoudoinghere?!

Emilia:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat.Thisismy

territory.

(Ichuckled)



Me:Youbettertellmenowwhereyouheldmy

friendcaptivebeforeIripyourheadrightatthis

moment.

Emilia:Iwouldliketoseeyoutry...

(Webothtransformed.Aswewerebusyfighting.I

heldherneckwithmyfangs.Shestartedmoving

butIneverletgountilshetookherlastbreath.I

transformedtomyself.IcouldsmellMat'sblood.I

followedthesmell.AsIwasgoingsomething

tappedmyshoulder.Iturnedbackbuttherewasno

one.Ithinkit'sabouttimeImakeuseofmypowers.

Istraightawaychantedthewordsdeepfrommy

stomach.AfterthatIgrowled.TheAdilapowers

wereinmotion.Isawanoldman.)

Me:Whoareyou?

(Myvoicesoundedtwoandwasverydeep)

"TheAdila!...Finally."

Me:Andwhoareyou?



"Well...I'mSimon...thebestandgreatsorcerer."

Me:Mm...Isee.WellIgottago.Idon'thavethe

wholeday.

(Istartedwalking.AsIwasbusywalkingaveryhot

thinghitmyback.Mybodyshook.ItwaslikeIwas

justhitbyelectricity.Iturnedback.)

"Idon'twanttohurtyoulittlegirl.Soiwillbebestif

yougivemeyourpowersnow.BeforeIkillyou."

(Ichuckled)

Me:Youdoknowthatwillneverhappen.Iwas

chosentobetheAdila.Andnoonecantakethat

awayfromme.

"Yesnoonecantakeawayfromyou.Butyoucan

givesomeoneyourpowers.Andifyougiveaway

yourpowersyouwilldie.OfwhichiswhatIwant."

(Ilaughedsarcastically)

Me:Sothat'swhattheoldmanhasbeenthinking.

ThatIwillgiveyoumypowers.Wellyoucankeep

dreamingbecauseIwon't.

(Hestartedthrowingwhatlikelightningtome.I



alsoattackhim.WhyisTonynothereasyet.

Anywaywewerebusyfighting.Hewasnow

throwingdarkbigcirclesatme.Whenthatcircle

hitsmyface.Iimmediatelyrunoutbreathe.Iwas

coughingverybadnow.Iheldmythroat.AsIwas

tryingtoalsoattackhimhethrewaveryredball

thatlookedlikefire.Itriedtopreventfromreaching.

Hekeptthrowingthemuntilonelandedonmy

stomach.Itwasburningmyskinsobad.Istarted

cursing.

"Niceright...givemeyourpowersnowbeforeyou

die."

(IsatdownonthegroundasIwasenduringthe

pain.Ipulledupmytshirtandyesmyskinwas

bent.Itwassopainful.Islowlystoodup.I

immediatelytransformedandchargedathim.He

felldown.AsIwasabouttobitehisneck.Ifelta

verysharppainonmyshoulder.Iturnedmyhead

anditwasabeast.Ithaditfangsdeeponmy



shoulder.Iturnedandtriedtopushitawayfrom

mebutitdidn'tletgo.Tonymadehiswaytous.He

startedfightingthebeast.Finallyitletgo.My

shoulderwasbleedingsobad.Iturnedandsaw

Simonbusytryingtorunaway.Irantowardshim.

Beforehecouldevendoanythingtome.Idigged

myfangsonhisneck.Theforestbecamemore

darker.Ihearddifferentsounds.Itstartedstorming

andrainingatthesametime.Hetriedtochant

somespellsbutIdidletgoofhisneck.Hewas

slowlylosinghisbreathandmorebloodwas

flowingfromhisneck.Iletgoofhisneckand

transformedtomyself.

"You...youmayha...(Hestartedcoughingblood)

Youmayhavekilledme.Butwhat'scomingforyou

ismorebiggerthanthis.Theendofyourlittlelifeis

near.

Me:Youseethatdoesn'tscareme.I'mtheAdila.I

candefeatandevilcomingmyway.Nothingcan



harmmenorkillme.

(Helaughed.Heclosedhiseyes.AsIwasstill

lookingathimtakinghislastbreath.Astrange

thinghappenedtome.IheldmyheadasIwas

havingaheadache.Isatdownontheground.I

startedhavingflashbacks.ItwasAustinandI.The

headachebecameseverethatIwasstrugglingto

breathe.Ipassedout.)

Tony'sPOV

ItookLalitothecarandstartedlookingforMat.I

couldsmellsomanyblood.Itdoesn'tseemlike

Matisalonehe.AsIwaswalkingIsawfourhouses.

Theywereadistanceapartfromeachother.They

hadlongwalls.Imademywaytooneofthem.

Boththetwodoorswerelocked.Istartedbreaking

it.Igotin.AsIgotinIsawAustinhangedup.He

wascoveredinbloodandwasalsopassedout.



Me:WTF!

(Imademywaytohim.Thischainsareattachedto

thewall.Therewasaverybigsteelonmyfloor.It

hadbloodithinktheywereusingittohithim.I

startedbreakingthewall.Itwasn'teasybutfinally

thechainsloosened.ItookAustinandtookhimto

mycar.Ididthesametoeveryone.Theyallhad

pulsesbesidesMat'sfather.Couldhebedead?.

Mat'sheartwasbeatingslowlylikeitwillstopright

atthisinstance.WellIstarteddriving.WhenIgot

hereIfoundoutthatwhenyouenterthisforest

thereisnowayout.ButIdroveoutofitwithoutany

struggle.AnywayItookeveryonetothehospital.

Nursesanddoctorsweregivingmeweirdlooks.I'm

surethey'rewonderingwhyIhavesomanyinjured

peopleinmycarandamunconsciousgirl.Their

wardswerenexttoeach.Iwassittingonthechairs.

Anursemadeherwaytome.



Her:Wehavestartedexaminingthem.Theoldman

isdead.Theothersconditionsareverybad.The

chancesofthemwakingupareverylow.

Me:Andhow'stheotherone...theonethatwas

unconscious?

Her:We'rebusytreatingherwound.Wasshe

involvedinafire?

Me:Fire?

Her:Yes...herwoundlooksverybad.She'sincoma.

Me:Ermm...Ihavetocalltheirfamilies.

Her:And...Wewillbecallingthepolices.Theylook

verybad.Ithinkthisisapolicematter.Theylook

liketheywerekidnapped.

Me:No...No..letmecalltheirfamiliesfirst.

Her:Okay.

(Shewentaway.Ifirstcalleddadandtoldhim

whathappened.SinceIdon'thavetheAlpha's

phonenumber.IcalledOndreazandtoldhim.Well

luckyenoughhewasattheOegratewiththeAlpha.

Theysaidtheyarecomingrightnow.Iwentand



boughtmyselfacoffee.Thetimewas5am.Dad

walkedwithwithothers.)

Kayla:Wherearethey?

(Istoodupandshowedthem.Shelookedthrough

thewindowofthedoor.Shestartedcrying.)

Kayla:Ohhmypoorbaby.WhereisMat?

(Ishowedher.Ialsolookedather.Theywereso

manywiresattachedtoherbody.StrangeenoughI

feltmyheartbreak.)

Kayla:Whodidthistothem?!

(Ilookedatdad.)

Dad:Theywerekidnapped.

(Lalioncetoldmethatdadknowsshe'sabeast.

SotellingItoldhimeverythingthathappenedthere.

Sinceothersdoesn'tknow.Thatsaidwemusttell

themthattheywerekidnapped.!)

Kayla:Honey...youneedtofindthemandkillthem.

Theydeservetodie.Aswewerestilltalking.The



Alphaandhissoncametous.

Alpha:Wherearemysons?!

Me:Ipointedatthewardsthey'rein.

(Theymadetheirwaytothem.AfterthattheAlpha

wentstraighttomeandthrewapunch.)

Me:WTF!

Alpha:Youbettertellmewhodidthistothem.

(Iclearedmythroat)

Me:outside.

(Wemadeourwayoutside.Ondreazalsocame

with.Itoldthemeverythingthathappenedthere.

Ondreazreactiondidn'tsurprise.Helookedhappy.

I'msurehewilltrytokillAustinonceagain.)

Alpha:Simon?...Simonisdead?...buthow?...howis

thatpossible?

(OkaythatIdidn'texpectfromtheAlpha.Tobe

worriedaboutvillaininsteadofhisowntwosons.)

Alpha:YousaidLalikilledhim?



(Inodded.)

Alpha:Thatgirl...thatgilrisdangerous.I'msureI'm

next.

Me:Nextwhat?

Alpha:Canyoushowmeherward?

Me:Okay.

(Wewentbackinside.Ishowedhim.Daddidn'tlet

himin.TheAlphalookedscared.)

Alpha:Ermm...Iwillsendguardstomakesuremy

sonsaresafe.Ihavetogo.)

TWODAYSLATER

Lali'sPOV

Iknowwhathappened.Iremembereverysingle

thing.Iwasstillinhospital.Theysaidmywound

isn'tnormal.WhenIwasstillincomatheysaidit



wasexpanding.ButwhenIwokeupitstopped.

Andit'shealing.IvisitMateverynowandthan.Her

andTonyhavebecameclose.Theothersarestillin

coma.WellIhaven'tvisitedAustin.Itookabath.

Whenthewaterhitmywound.Mywholebody

wouldshiver.AfterIwasdonethenursegotinand

putabandageonit.Iputonmyclothesandwent

toAustin'sward.Igotin.Iwenttohimandplaced

myhandsonhisface.Onetearescapedmyeye.

Theystartedflowing.

Me:Ermm...Idon'tknowwhattosay.Iknowyou

weretryingtohelpmeregainmymemories.Thank

you.Itshowsthatyoulovemetrulyand

passionately.Itshowsthatyoucareforme.Ilove

you.Iloveyousomuch.Doyourememberthatday

whenyoualmosthitmewithyourcar?(no

response.)Iknowyouremember.Doyou

rememberwhenyouhelpedmeout.You'retrulymy

hero.I'mnothingwithoutyou.Sopleasemylove

wakeup.Wakeupformeandourfuturethat'sis

stillwaitingforus.Imissyou.



(Ikissedhimandwipedmytears.Idecidedto

sleepnexttohim.Iplacedmyheadonhischest.)

Mat'sPOV

Tonygotin.Hewascarryingabasketfulloffruits

andsomesnacks.Idon'tknowwhat'shappening

betweenus.Wehavebecomefriends.ButIthink

it'smorethanthat.HimandLalihasbeenwithme

eversinceIwokeup.Theybecamemytherapists

asIwashavingamentalbreakdown.Istillcan't

believemydadisnormore.EverytimeIthinkabout

him.Iendupcrying.AndTonywouldcuddleme.

He'sagreatfriend.

Tony:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgettingbetter....

Tony:IwenttoLali'sward.Butshe'snotthere.



Me:She'swithAustin.

(Hekeptquietandlookeddown)

Me:Doyoustillloveher?

(Hesmiled)

Tony:Youknowhowloveis.YesIstillloveherand

careforhersomuch.

(Idon'tknowthatsomeonebrokemyheart.Ifelt

theurgetocry.Nonoowhat'shappeningtome.

WhywouldTonylovingLaliaffectme.)

Tony:Areyouokay?

Me:Yeah...yeahIam.

(Hemadehiswaytome.Hewipedmytears.Silly

tears.Ashewasbusywipingthemmyheart

startedbeatingfast.HewasclosetomeIcould

alsofeelthathiswasalsobeatingfast.Hishands

weresowarm.Oureyeslockedforsometimeuntil

anursewalkedin.Sheclearedherthroat.)

Her:Haveyoueatenbreakfast?

Me:Ermm...Iwasaboutto...



Her:Pleaseeatsoyoucantakeyourmeds.

Me:Sure.

(Tonypassedmethebreakfast.Istartedeating.)

Nomhle'sPOV

IwasinmyhousewithKhule.YesKhule.Somehow

fortunefavoredme.Khuletoldmethathefeelsthe

samewayaboutme.Iaskedhimaboutthegirlhe

toldmeabout.Wellhisresponsewas"Ilove

her...andwillforeverwill.ButIalsolikeyou"...SoI

wasbusypreparingbreakfastforus.Hecame

downstairsandsatonthecounter.AfterIwas

doneIdishedforthebothofus.

Khule:Nice...

(Asiwaseatingaphonecallcamethroughitwas

Kayla.Lali'sstepmom.Ianswered.)



Kayla:Hey...ermmhowareyou

Me:I'mfineandyou?

Kayla::ermm...notreally.Iwaswonderingifyou

knowthatLaliisinhospital.

Me:What?

Kayla:Yesshewasadmittedtwodaysago.Lately

youandLalihasbeenveryclose.Ithinkyoushould

alsogoandseeher.

Me:Okay...Whichhospital?

(Shetoldme)

Me:Okaythanksforlettingmeknow.Thatmeans

alot.

Kayla:Ihavetogonow...bye.

khule:Iseverythingokay?(Hiseyesweregluedon

hisphone)

Me:Yeah...it'sjustthatmyfriendLali...she'sin

hospital.



(Heputhisphonedown)

Khule:Lali?...Hospital?...Whathappenedtoher?

Me:Doyouknowher?...

(Heignoredmeandwentupstairs.Ifollowedhim.

hewasgettingdressed.)

Khule:whichhospitalissheadmittedto?

Me:Iaskedyoudoyouknowher?

Khule:Canwetalkaboutthislater.RightnowIwant

toseeLali.

Me:youdon'tevenknowwhichLaliI'mtalking

about.

Khule:Lalimiisaveryrarename.Iknowit'sher.

Let'sgo.

(Itookmybag.ThisthingofKhuleknowingLali

doesn'tsitwellwithme.Howdoesheknowher.

AnywayIwillaskhimallthatlater.)

Pleaselikeandcomment



IWillpostagaintonight.
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Lali'sPOV

AfterspendingalotoftimewithAustinhestilldidn't

wakeup.ButIwillkeeponvisitinghim.Iheardthat

whenpeopleareincomatheycanhereyou.So

from nowonwardsIwillmakesuretovisithim

eachandeveryday.Iwasnowinmyward.Iwas

juststandinglookingoutside.Thedooropened.I

turned.ItwasKhule.Hedidn'thesitate.Hegave

mealongwarmhug.IflinchedasIwasstartingto

feelpainonmywound.

Khule:Sorrysorry.!Letmesee?

(Ishowedhim.Hestartedsoftlyblowingit.)

Khule:I'msorryhey...thislooksbad.



Me:I'mfine.Sowhatbringsyouhere?

(HelookedatNomhlethanclearedhisthroat.)

Khule:Well...IhaveanewbusinessI'mstartinghere.

WithNomhle.

Me:Mhh...that'sgood.AndyouNomhle...whyare

youstandingbythedoor.Comeandgivemeakiss.

(Shecameinandsatonthecouch.Shedoesn't

lookfine.)

Me:Areyouokay?

(ShelookedatKhule)

Nomhle:Yeah...yeahI'mfine.

(Ithinkthere'ssomethinggoingonbetweenthem.I

doesn'tseemlikethey'reonlybusinessinitiatives.

AnywaysIsatonthebed.Khulesatnexttome.)

Khule:Soaren'tyougoingtotellmehowyougot

hurt?

Me:Well...it'salongstory.AndIdon'tthinkIwant

totalktoanyoneaboutit.

(Heheldmyhand)



Khule:Iunderstand.Sowhencanwegoout?...Are

youallowedtoleavethisplace?

Me:Yeah...wecangotomorrow.

Khule:Soundsgreat.

(SuddenlyNomhlestoodupandleftwithouteven

sayinggoodbye.Shemustjustchill.KhuleandI

arefriends.Andthat'sstaylikethat.Anywayswe

startedtalkingaboutrandomthingstillitwasdark

outside.)

Khule:It'sverylatenow...Ishouldgetgoing.

Me:Thankyouforthevisit

Khule:Bye.

(Hekissedmycheek.)

Khule:Byecuteface.

(Ilaughed)

Me:Really?...amIreallycute?

(Hecuppedmycheeks)

Khule:You'reverybeautiful.



Me:Ok...thanksIguess.Byemyhandsomefriend.

Khule:Bye.

(Hewentout.IdecidedtocallNomhle.She

answeredandkeptquiet.)

Me:Hello...Hey...Nomhle?

Nomhle:Lali...

(Shewassniffing)

Me:Nomhle?...Areyouokay?...Whyarecrying.

Nomhle:I'mnotcrying.

Me:Comeon...Icanhearyousniffing

Nomhle:I'mfine...(Sheclearedherthroat)Iwas

justmissingmymom.

Me:Owhh...

(Whywouldshesuddenlymisshermom.It'sbeen

awhilesinceshepassedon.

IthinkNomhleshe'shidingsomethingfromme.)

Nomhle:Ermm...Ihavetohungup...byeandget



Wellsoon.

Me:Tha...

(Shehungedup.)

MrsKane'sPOV

MymouthhasbeentiedupEversincethatday.My

wholebodywashurtingfromallthetorture.So

todaythebossisback.Oneguycameintothis

roomthatIwasat.Heroughlygrabbedbymy

hands.Andtookmeout.Wewerewalkingupthe

passage.Finallywereachedthetop.Hethrewme

onthefloor.Amanwasstandingfacingtheother

side.

"Ibroughtherboss"

(Heturned.Hewassmokingandhadaglassof

whiskeyonhishand.Hewaswearingasuit.He

cameclosertome.Helookedsoscary.Hehada

verydarkaura.Lookingathimjustsentshiverson



mybody.IwonderhowKaylawasmarriedtothis

scaryman.Heinstructedtheguytoremovethe

tapeonmymouth.Itwasverypainful.It'slikehe

waspeelingmyskinoff.)

Me:Imeannoharm...Icomeinpeace.

(Heraisedhishand.Ikeptquiet.Iassumedthat

maybehewantedmetokeepquiet.)

Him:Whatdoyouwant?(Wellhehadastrong

Australianaccentunliketheotherguys.Iswallowed

hard.Myheartwasbeatingsofast.)

Me:Well...Iknowwhereyourformerwifeis

?...K...Kayla.

(Hegavemeadeadstare)

Him:Continue.

Me:Well...She'sinSouthAfrica.Andshe'sbusy

destroyingmymarriage.

Him:what?

Me:Shehasasonwithmyhusband.



(Helaughedandstartedstranglingme.Icoughed

somuch.Hishandsweresohard.)

Him:Whoareyouworkingfor?...Whosentyou?(He

letgoofmythroat.Itwasverypainful.)

Him:Iwon'trepeatmyselfagain.Whothefuck

sentyou?

(Icaughtabreaththanstartedtalking)

Me:Noone...noonesentme.Believeme.

Him:WhywouldIbelieveyou.MyKaylacan'thave

kids.

Me:What?No...no.that'slies.Icanshowyouthe

picturesofthepersonI'mtalkingabout.They'rein

myphone.

Him:Andwhereisyourphone?

Me:Backatthehotel.

Him:Getherphone.Andbringachairforme

(itwasverycold.ButwhatcanIsay.Hesatonthe

chair.)

Me:Doyoustillloveher...



(Therewastotalsilenceafterthat.YeahImustI

havecrossedtheline.)

Me:I'msorry.

(Hejustkeptquietandcontinueddrinkingfromhis

glass.)

Me:Untieherhands.

(Hedid.Mywristsweresopainful.Hegaveme

myphone.IstartedlookingforKayla'sphoto.After

IfounditIshowedthem.Thepictureitwasherand

I.Afterlookingatithestoodup)

Him:Takeherbackinside.Wewilltalktomorrow.

Morning

Ondreaz'sPOV

IwasinmyhousewithTayler.Wewerediscussing

howwe'regoingtokillAustin.It'sgoingtobeso

mucheasysincehe'sstillincoma.



Tayler:Sowhenareyougoingtodoit.

Me:Iwouldhavehiredsomeone.Butthey'reguards

ensuringhissafety.AndifIdoittheywillknow.

Tayler:Sowhatareyougoingtodo.

Me:Iwillbribeanursetojustswitchoffthe

machinesthatarekeepinghimbreathing.

Tayler:Thatsoundslikeagoodidea.

Me:Iwonderwhytheydidn'ttellusthistime.That

theyweregoingaftersomeone.

Tayler:Soyouthinkthey'resuspectingus?

Me:Notachance.Wehaven'tshowedthem

anything.Norgavethemareasontodoubtus.

(Mydreamareslowlycomingtoreality.Mybrother

willdead.Fatherisnext.IbecomeanAlpha.Iown

allthefamilybusinessmyself.WellkillingLaliI'm

starringtodoubtit.Shekilledsomeonewhowas

verypowerful.Goingafterherwillonlyleadusto



death.ButIwon'ttellTaylerthat.Istillneedhimby

myside.HisdreamofrulingtheDrugiomin.Idon't

seeitcoming.Ican'tputmylifeindanger.Isaw

thatdaddoesn'tlikeher.Maybehe'stheonewho

willkillher.)

Tony'sPOV

Ihavebeentryingtocallmom'sphoneyesterday.

Butshe'snotanswering.Iwokeupandtooka

shower.Iwillcallheragaintoday.AfterIfinished

gettingready.Icalledher.Againshedidn'tanswer.

Icalledheragain.Thistimearoundsheanswered.

Me:M..Mom?

Her:Tonymyson...

Me:Howareyou...andwhenareyoucomingback

Her:I'mfine.DearIwillbecominghomesoon.The

missingicameheretodoisnowaccomplished.



Me:Whatmission?

Her:Iwilltellyoueverythingwhenigetback.

Me:Okay...Bye.

Her:Takecareofyourselfbye.Whenareyougoing

backhome?

Me:Iwasthinkingoftakingmythingsandgoback.

(iclearedmythroat)Sinceunclehasleftthe

country)

Her:Heleft?Why?

Me:Wellyouknowhim...Therewerepeopleafter

hislife.Sohehadtogo.

Her:Ayyhewillneverchange.Byeson.

(Ihungedup.IcannottellherthatIkilledhimnor

she'sdead.Momissointelligent.IfItoldhershe

wouldhavefiguredoutthatIkilledhim.Soit's

betterthisway.Ipackedallmythings.Iwillsell

thishouse.AfterIwasdoneIdrovebackhome.

Theywerehavingbreakfast.)



Kayla:Son...You'reback.

Me:Yes.

(She'ssonice.Iwonderwhymomhatesherso

much.)

Me:I'mbacktostay.

Zia:That'sgood.Becauseweweremissingyou.

Zayn:Yeahman...maybelaterwecangoandgraba

fewdrinks.

Dad:Haveyouheardfromyourmom?Shehasn't

beenansweringhercallslately.

Me:Ispoketoherthismorning.Shewillbecoming

backhomesoon.

Dad:Ok...that'sgood.Ihavetogonow.

Kayla:Sitdownandeat.Iwilltakeyourthingsto

yourroom

Me:Thankyou.

(Isatdownthanstarteddishingformyself.)



Lali'sPOV

Ihaven'tforgottenwhatTaylerandOndreazdid.

TheytriedtokillAustinandforthattheywillpay.

Ondreazisevil.Howcanhetrytokillhisown

brother.Justforwhat?...forpower.Iwasgetting

ready.WellKhuleandIaregoingoutforbreakfast.

Ireallyneedfreshher.WellIputonaJeananda

bigtshirt.Idon'twanttohurtmyself.AfterIwas

doneIwenttoAustin'sward.Isatonthechairand

heldhishand.

Me:Goodmorning.Iwashopingp

youwouldbeawokebynow.Austinwhyareyou

doingthis?...Youreallyneedtowakeup.Anyways

I'mgoingout.Iwillvisityoulater.

(Ikissedhisforeheadandwentout.Khule'scar

wasalreadyparkedoutside.)



Him:Hey.

Me:Heybestie.

(Heopenedthedoorforme.)

Me:Thanks.

(igotinside.Healsodid.Hestarteddriving)

Me:Sowherearewegoingtohavebreakfast?

Khule:It'sasurpriseyouwillsee.

(Afterawhilewedroveintoahouse.)

Me:Ithoughtyouweretakingmeout.

Khule:No...Ipreparesbreakfastforyouhere.Inmy

house.

Me:Yourhouse?

Khule:Yeah...

Me:ermm...letmecallmymotherandletherknow.

Soshewon'tstartpanickingwhenshedoesn'tfind

meinthehospital.

(Henodded.ShitIfeltmyphone.)



Me:Caniuseyours.

Khule:Sure.

(IcalledKaylaandletherknow.Wegotinside.

Boththeinteriorandexteriordesignsarevery

beautiful.Wegotintheywererosepetalsonthe

floor.Ok.Wefollowedthem.Theyledupstairsto

thebalcony.Hepulledachairforme.Thesunwas

hittingsonicehere.)

Me:Thislooksgood.

Khule:Ipreparedit.

Me:Really?letmeeat.I'mveryhungry.

(Istartedeating.Itwasverynice.Hiseyeswere

lockedonme)

Me:DoIhavesomethingonmyface.

Khule:Yes.

(Itookahandkerchiefandstartedwipingmymouth

andface.)

Me:Isitgone.

Khule:No...Ithinkit'spermanent.



Me:What?...whatisitexactly.

Khule:Beauty.

(Ilaughed.)

Me:Really?...Thanks.

(Ididn'texpectthat.Hecanbefunnysometimes.

Wefinishedeating.)

Khule:Howaboutwewatchamovie.Iwilltakeyou

backlater.

Me:ok...

(Itooktheplatesdownstairsandwashedthem.)

Khule:Howaboutyoupreparesomethingnicefor

dinner.Thanwecanwatchmovies.Ihave

somewheretogoto.

Me:Ermm...ok.

(Hekissedmycheekandleft.Istartedpreparing

Stirfryandagrilledchicken.AfterIwasdoneI

decidedtodoatourofthishouse.Iopenedavery

bigone.Ithinkit'shis.Iswitchedonthelights.)

Me:WTF!



(Therewasmypicturesalloverthewalls.Some

pictureslookslikeweretakenwithoutmenoticing.

WhywouldKhulehavemypictures.Iwentoutof

theroom.Iwenttohisoffice.Itwaslocked.I

lookedforthekey.Ifounditinoneofthedrawersin

hisbedroom.Iopenedandgotinside.Istarted

searchingforadiary.LuckilyIfoundit.Istarted

readingit.IreadfromthedatewewereinMauritius.

________________________________________________

MybrothersandIwereouthavingdrinks.When

threeladiesgotin.Myeyesweregluedtothatone

girl.Hercomplexionwaslight.Shelookslikea

coloured.Myeyescouldn'tmovefromher.When

shestartednoticingthatIwaslookingatherI

movedthem.Timepassesherfriendswereallover

myfriends.Iwenttoher.Wedanced.Myheartwas

beatingsofast.Ihaveneverfeltlikethis.There

wassomethingabouther.Hereyes.Theywereso



beautiful.Notforgettingherwarmsmile.We

exchangedwordsandsatdown.Whenshetoldme

thatshehasaboyfriend.Ifeltmyheartbleed.Ifelt

itbreakintopieces.ButIwillnevergiveuponher.

________________________________________________

(Myheartwasracingrightnow.Iwassoconfused.

Ithoughthewasmyfriend.Hehasnevershown

methathelovesme.Ireadthenextpage.)

________________________________________________

TodayIhadawetdreamaboutLalimi.Iwillsend

peopleto...

(AsIwasreading.Iheardacardrivingin.Iputthe

diaryback.IlockedtheI

officeandputthekeybackwhereIfoundit.Iwent



tothekitchen.Hegotin.)

Khule:Itsmellsniceinhere.

Me:Erm..yeah...I'mdonec...cooking.

(Idecidedtodrinkaglassofwine.Myvoicewas

sharky.)

Khule:Iboughtsnacks.Wecannowwatchamovie.

Me:Sure.

(Wewenttoaroomthatabigscreen.And

comfortablematsonthefloor.Wesetdown.Idrank

anotherglassofwine.)

Khule:Areyouokay.

Me:y...yeah.

(ShouldIaskhim?.Noishouldn't.)

Khule:Sowhattypeofmovieyouwanttowatch.

Me:ermm...Horrorwillbefine.

Khule:Nah...let'swatchsomethingRomanceand

paranormal.



Me:Okay...finebyme.

(Themoviestartedplaying.Itwasveryawkward.

Especiallywhenthesexscenesplay.Thebottleof

winewasabouttofinish.)

Me:Ermm...canIaskyousomething?

Khule:Sure.

(Hegavemehischarmingsmile.Iclearedmy

throat.)

Me:Isitpossibleloveafriend?...Imeantheperson

whoisyourfriend?

(Heturnedquickly.Yeahthewine.)

Khule:Ermm...Idon'tknow.Butmymyfriendis

marriedtosomeonewhowasoncehisfriend.

Whyareyouasking.

Me:It'snothing.

(Heplacedhishandonmycheeks.)

Khule:Talktome.Why?

(Ijustkeptquiet)



Khule:Doyoualsofeelthesameway?

Me:What?

Khule:Doyoualsofeelthesamewayaboutme?

Me:Ihaveaboy...

(Heshutmeupwithakiss.Mystupidselfreturned

it.AftersometimeIstoodup.)

Me:Ithinkyoushouldtakemebacktothehospital.

Khule:Let'shavedinnerfirst.

Me:ermm...youcan

Khule:Dinnerpleasebeforeyougo.

(Iwenttothekitchenanddishedforthebothofus.

Iwaseatingsofast.Iwanttobeoutofhererightat

thismoment.Ichoked.Hestoodupandbrought

waterforme.Idrankitashewasbrushingmyback.

)

Khule:Eatslowly.

Me:Ermm...I'mfullnow.Pleasetakemeback.

Khule:Youhadwine.Idon'tthinkthenurseswillbe



...

Me:no...Iwilldrinkwater.

Khule:Comeon...youwillusetheguestroom.

(Istoodupandwenttothekitchen.Idrankaglass

ofwater.Hewrappedhishandsaroundmywaist.)

Me:Showmetheguestroom.

Khule:okay.

(Heshowedme.)

Me:Goodnight.

(Ilockedthedoorbeforehecouldevenstarttalking.

)

Mat'sPOV

IwonderwhoLaliwentoutwith.Maybeshewent

outwithhim.Sheevenleftherphone.Iwantedto

tellherthegoodnews.Austinhaswokenup.And

hewantstoseeher.



Austin:How'sNick?

Me:Heisstillincoma.

Austin:Laliisnotbackyet?

Me:Yeah.

(Ilookedatthetime.Itwas8pm.)

Austin:Whodidshegooutwith?

Me:(Iclearedmythroat)Afriend...shewentout

withafriend.

Austin:Nomhle?

Me:Nomhle?...Yeah...yeahher.

(Ican'ttellhimshewentoutwithkhule.Guysget

jealouseasily.SoIdon'twanthimtogetmad.)

Me:ermm..letmeleaveyoutorest.

Austin:Okay.

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Nomhle'sPOV

YesterdayIwenttovisitbutshewasn'tinthe

hospital.Matsaidshewentoutwithafriend.As

wewerestilltalkingAustinwalkedin.Heaskedme

whereisLalibecauseMatsaidshewentoutwith

me.ItoldhimwhenIlastspoketoLali.Ialsotold

himthatmaybehe'soutwithKhule.Wellhe

becameangryrightatthatinstance.Matkept

givingdeadlooks.I'msureLalihassomethingwith

Khule.Laliissobeautifulshecangetanymanshe

wants.ButwhydidshechoosemyKhule.Shehasa

veryhandsomeboyfriendAustin.Andyetshe's

busywithKhule.AnywayIwokeupandtookabath.

AfterIwasdoneIgotdressedthanwalked

downstairs.Imadeaquickbreakfastformyself.I

thanwenttotheoffice.FinanciallyI'mdoinggreat.

Mybusinessesarerunningsmooth.Igottothe

office.Everyonenowrespectme.Atfirsttheywere



like"Wewon'tberuledbykid."

Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupandtookabath.Iwentdownstairs.Khule

wasbusypreparingbreakfast.

Me:Hey...

Khule:Goodmorning.

(Therewastotalsilenceafter)

Me:Canyoudropmeoffatthehospital?

Khule:Okay...let'shavebreakfastfirst.

Me:No...Ireallyneedtogonow.

Khule:Isitaboutthekiss?

Me:Ki...kiss?...whatkiss?

(Iknowaboutthekiss.Itwasamistake.)

Khule:Yesterday...wekissed.



(Ilaughed)

Me:What?...whycan'tIremember.Imusthavehad

alotofwineyesterday.Anywayswe'refriendswe're

notsupposedtodothat.

(Hisfacedropped.Hestarteddishingup.Afterwe

weredoneeatinghedroppedmeoffatthehospital.

Iwenttomyward.Ichangedmyclothes.)

Me:LetmegoandcheckuponAustin.

(Igotinsidehisward.Hewasn'tonthebed.AsI

wasstillconfused.Hegotoutofthebathroom.

Withatowelwrappedonhiswaist.Hisabswere

outthere.Helookedsohandsome.Ithrewmyself

tohim.)

Me:Wow!...Iknowyouweregoingtocomebackto

me.

(Itriedtokisshimbuthepushedmeandgot

dressed.)

Me:Areyouokay?

Austin:Wherewereyouyesterday?

Me:Iwasatafriend'splace.



Austin:Friend?...Whichfriend?

Me:Khule...wemetwhenIwasinMauritius.

Austin:Ohh...soyouspentthenightwithhim.

Me:Yes...he'smyfriendafterall.

(Hekepthisfacefirm.)

Me:Whyareyousoangry?

Austin:YouknowwhenIwokeupfromthecoma.I

thoughtthefirstpersonIwasgoingtoseewasyou.

Iwasverydisappointed.Andthefactthatyouwere

withaguythewholenight.

Me:Iwasn't...

Austin:SAVEITLALI!Justsaveit.

Me:Idon'treallyunderstandwhyyou'reangry.You

knowexactlythatIloveyouwithmywholeheart.I

loveyou.Andonlyyou.YouandIaresoulmates

thatcanneverbechanged...

(OndreazandAlphagotin.TheAlphalookedatme

thanhestartedsweating.Hehelphischestthanset

down.Austinwenttohim.)



Austin:Dad?...areyouokay?

(TheAlphanodded.MeanwhileOndreaz'seyes

werepoppedoutandgluedonAustin.It'slikehe

couldn'tbelievethathe'salive.Istoodnexttohim

andwhispered)

Me:Hey...areyouokay?

(Hedidn'tanswer)

Me:IknowthatyouandTaylertriedtokillAustin.

(Helookedatme)

Me:AndI'mcomingforyouboth.

TheAlpha:Canwehaveprivacyasafamily.

Me:Sure...IwillcomebacklaterAustin.

Khule'sPOV

AfterdroppingLalioffIwentbacktomyhouse.I

wenttomyroom.Iwaslookingatherpictureson

mywall.



Me:WhyLali?Whycan'tyoubemine?...Iloveyou.

AndIalsoknowthatyouloveme.Thekisswehad

provedthatyoualsofeelthesamewayaboutme.

(AsIwasstilltalkingtoLali'spicturemymother

called.)

Her:Lele!

Me:Mama.

Her:Howareyou?...

Me:I'mgood.

Her:Whenareyoucomingbackhome?

Me:Idon'tknow.Notanytimesoon.

Her:Haveyoutalkedtoher.

Me:Notasyet.

Her:Youneedtotalktoher.Idon'twanttoseeyou

inthatconditionyouwerein.WhenEmihlerejected



you.Youneedtositherdownandletherknowhow

muchyouloveher.

Me:Iwill.

Her:Okay...byemyson.Hopetoseeyousoon.

Me:Bye.

(MymotherandIshareaverystrongbond.Itell

hereverythingaboutmylife.Ialsotoldherabout

Lali.Ievenshowedherthepicturesofher.Sheliked

her.Andshealsocomplimentedher.Laliisvery

beautiful.Herbeautyattractedme.Myphonerang.

ItwasNomhle.Iignoreditatfirst.AfterthatI

decidedtoanswerit)

Me:MsKhumalo.

Her:Khule...hey.

Me:HowcanIhelpyou?

(Shekeptquietforsometime.)

Her:I'mjustcheckinguponyou.



Me:Okay.

Her:Iwaswondering...ifwecangooutfordinner.

Me:ermm...I

Her:Please.

Me:Okayfine.

Her:Atmyhouse.

Me:Okay.

(Shedroppedthecall.Ilikespendingtimewith

Nomhle.She'ssobubble.Herbeautyisnothing

comparedtoLali's.)

Austin'sPOV

IwasreallyangrywhenIfoundoutthatLaliwasout

withaguy.Iknowshe'sverybeautifulandevery

guywantsher.SoIgetjealouseasily.Butafter

talkingtoher.Ifeltlessangry.



Andthefactthatshetoldmethetruth.Anywaywe

decidedtovisitNick.Hewasstillincoma.

Me:He'sstrong.Iknowsoonhewillbebreathingon

hisown.

Alpha:Yeah.

Me:Dad...it'sallyourfault.

(Dad'seyespoppedout.I'msurehethoughtI

didn'tknow.)

Me:IknowthatyouwereresponsibleforLali's

memoryloss.Weallgothurtwhiletryingtofixthe

damageyoudid.Whydad?...whydidyoudoit?

Knowingexactlythatshe'smymate.

(Hekeptquiet)

Me:Whydoyouhatehersomuch?...whatisitthat

shedidtoyoutomakeyoumateher.

(Hewentandlookedoutthroughthewindow.)

Me:Dad...she'ssokindhearted.Idon'tunderstand

whyyouwouldhateher.



Dad:Son...Youwon'tunderstand.

Me:Makemeunderstand.

Dad:Backthen.Simontoldmethatyourmatewill

bethedeathofme.Hesaidshe'sgoingtokillme.

Me:Andyoubelievedhim.WowdadIthoughtyou

weresmart.Youknowwhenhehelduscaptive.

Hetoldmeeverydeceptivethingshehasdone.He

eventoldmethathefooledyou.Hethoughtwe

weren'tgoingtomakeit.

Dad:What?

Me:Yes...hesaidhewantedrevenge.Youallkicked

himoutoftheOegrate.Hewantedrevenge.

Dad:HebroketheOegraterules.Wehadtobanish

him.

Me:Well...thatdoesn'tmatternow.He'sdead.

(Hechuckled)

Dad:Didshereallykillhim?

Me:Yeah...eventhoughwedidn'tseeherdoit.

Dad:She'spowerfulandstrong.



Me:Shesureis.

Dad:Son...I'msorry...

(Ondreazclearedhisthroat.He'sbeenquitethatI

forgotthathewashere.)

Ondreaz:Ihavetogosomewhere.It'surgent.Iwill

seeyoualllater.

Me:Okay.

(Hewentout.)

Dad:Asiwassaying.I'msorryforeverything.I

haveputyouthrough.Iletfearcontrolme.Ialso

trustedthatscumbagSimon.Ihopeyoufinda

placetoforgiveme.

Me:Iforgiveyou.

Dad:IwouldliketomeetLali.Maybelet'shavea

dinnerattheOegratethaninviteherover.

Me:Shewillbeveryhappy.Thanksdad.

MrsKane'sPOV



TomorrowI'mflyingbacktoSouthAfrica.Mr

ElsomeandIareonthesamepage.Itoldhim

everythingandalsogavehimtheaddressofwhere

westay.HegavemehisnumbersoIcankeephim

updated.Aboutthevenueandtimeofthewedding.

Somethingisstrangewithhim.Hehasthesame

eyesandnoseasmyhusband.IfIknewhisolder

brotherIwouldsayit'shim.Butthoughhe's

surnameisElsomesothat'simpossible.WhenI

toldhimaboutmyhusbandhisfacialexpression

changed.Maybeheknowshimorsomething.

AnywayIwasbackatthehotelbusypackingmy

clothes.

Nomhle'sPOV

Iwasdonecookingandsetthetable.Thetheme

wasredandwhite.Iwentupstairsandtookavery

longbubblebath.AfterIwasdone.Iputonmyred

silksheathdress.Ididmymakeupandappliedred



lipstick.Ihearditdrawstheattentionofaman

veryfast.Iwon'twearshoessoIwentdownstairs.

Thedoorbellrang.Iopeneditwashim.Helooked

atmefromheadtotoe.Ijustsmiled.

Me:Hey...

Khule:(Heclearedhisthroat)Hi...you're...you're

lookingbeautiful.

Me:Thanks...pleasecomein.

(Iclosedthedoor.Wewenttothediningtable.)

Khule:Itlooksbeautifulhere.Butnotmorethanyou

.

(Iblushed.Westartedeating.Hewould

complimentmeeverysingleminute.Wewerenow

havingadesert.)

Khule:DoyourememberthegilrItoldyou

about...theoneitoldyouilove.

(Myheartstartedracing.Inodded.Ididalittle

prayer."GodcanitnotbeLali)



Khule:It'sLali.Ilovehersomuch.

(Ifeltlikeabombwasthrownonmyface.Ifelthot

andpouredaglassofwineformyself.Igulpedit

down.Mytimepreparingthisdinner.WhywhyLali.)

Me:Ermm...Ithinkyoushouldgetgoing.

Khule:Areyouokay?

(Inodded.Hestoodupandwenttome.Istoodup

hewipedmytears.)

Khule:Whyareyoucrying?

(Bloodytears.Howcantheyembarrassmelikethis.

)

Me:It'snothingpleaseleave.

(Hecuppedmyfaceandstartedkissingme.I

kissedhimback.Istophim)

Me:Whyareyoudoingthistome.Whyareyou

playingwithmyfeelingslikethis.

(Iwasliterallycrying.Heputmyheadonhischest.)

Me:AmInotbeautifulenoughforyoutolovehim.



Khule:Hey...don'tdothattoyourself.You're

beautiful.You'reeveryguy'sdream.

Me:Butnotyou.

(Hecuppedmyfaceagain)

Khule:Ilikeyou.

(Hesmashedhislipsonmy.Itwasaverylong

kiss.HecarriedmeandIwrappedmylegsaround

him.Hecarriedmetomyroom.Whenwegotthere.

Hestartedundressingme.Ialsodid.Ilayedback

onthebed.Hewentontopofmeandstarted

kissingmefromnecktomybellybutton...No...i

won'tlethimplaymeagain.)

Me:pleasestop.

Khule:Areyouokay?

Me:Pleaseleave

Khule:Ithoughtyouwantedittoo.

Me:Nopleaseleave.

Khule:Okay.

(Hegotofmeandstartedgettingdressed.After



thatheleft.Iwenttotheshower.Itookaverycold

one.Icriedmylungsout.)

Me:Ilovehim...whycan'thelovemeback.

(AfterthatIdriedmyselfandtookmyphone.I

calledMax.)

Him:Hey.

Me:(isniffed)Hi...canIhaveit.

Him:Areyousure

Me:Yes

Him:okayiwilldeliverittoyourhouse.

Me:Thanks.

(WellwhenIwasstillgrievingmymother'sdeath.

Coke(cocaine)helpedmesomuch.Iquitteditwhen

Iwasfine.ButIneeditagain.Aftersometimemy

doorbellringed.iwentdownstairs.)



Max:Here.

Me:Thanks...Iwilltransferthemoneytoyou

tomorrow.

Max:Okay.

(Itookitandwenttothekitchencounter.Ipoured

itthere.Iwentandtookmypurseupstairs.Itook

mybankaccountandstarted.Makingitflat.After

thatIrolledahundredrand.Andstartedsniffingit.

Itfeltsogood.ForamomentIforgotaboutmy

problems.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:23]Lynne: Insert57

Lali'sPOV

Iwokeupandtookaverylongbath.WellAustinis

goingtopickmeup.We'regoingtotheOegrate.



TherewillbeafamilyandguesswhatI'minvited.

WellIdon'treallyknowhowIshouldfeelaboutall

ofthis.TheAlphahatedme.Hehatedmewithall

hisguts.Nowhe'sinvitingmefordinner.Ihope

he'snotuptosomething.Thewedding

preparationsaregoingverywell.MrsKaneisback.

She'salwayshappyandalsolookingforwardtothe

wedding.ShewasalsohelpingKaylatochoosethe

dressesforbridesmaids.AfterIwasdonebathingI

putonmywhiteswingdressanditwasbelowthe

knees.Itookablackhandbagandwent

downstairs.Theywerehavingdinner.

Dad:PassmyregardstoMat'sdad.

Me:Iwillbyeeveryone.

(ItolddadthatMat'sdriverwillpickmeup.Mat

andIaregoingout.Ihaven'ttoldhimaboutAustin

asyet.WellIwasstandingoutsidewhenAustin's

carpulledup.Iopenedthedoorandsatonthefront.

Hethandroveoff.)



Austin:You'relookinggood.

Me:Thanks.

(Heheldmyhand.)

Austin:Aren'tyounervous?

Me:Aboutwhat?

Austin:Well...aboutmeetingmyfamily?

Me:WhywouldIbenervous?...AmIsupposedtobe

?

(Hechuckled)

Austin:You'reoneweirdgirlfriend.Anormalgirl

wouldbescared.

(Ijustlaughed)

Me:ItseemslikeyouhaveforgottenthatI'mnot

justarandomgirlfriendnorarandombeast.I'man

Adila.

(Welookedateachotherthanbustedintolaughter.

)

Me:What?...I'mnotthreatenedbysmallthings.



Austin:Areyoucallingmyfamilysmallthings?

Me:No...that'snotwhatImeant...

(Heparkedthecaronthesideoftheroad.)

Austin:Whatdidyoumeanthan?

(Okay...what'swiththesuddenchangeofmood.)

Me:Ermm...Iwasjustsaying...

(BeforeIcouldcontinuehesmashedhislipson

mine.Itwasn'taslowkissbutitwasdeepand

passionate.Hestopped.)

Austin:Imissyou.

(Ipushedhim)

Me:(Smiling)pleasedrive!We'realreadylate.

(Hestartedthecar.Hewasdrivingfastatthe

sametimebusyrubbingmythigh.)

Me:Areyouokay?

Austin:YouknowI'mnot...sodon'taskmeplease.

(Ijustlaughed.Alothashappenedlately.My

relationshipwithhimmovedsofastinsuchaway



thatwematedonourfirstdate.MaybeSimon

messingwithmydestinyandalsounmatingus

happenedforareason.Ineedtogetmylife

together.Pursuemydreams.Beasuccessful

person.Maybewecanmateagainafterallofthat.

Afterallhe'smysoulmate.Iwillspendtherestof

mylifewithhim.Sowebetternotrushthings.Khule

hasbeensendingmemessages.Thelastonehe

sentinthemorningwassaying."Haveyou

rememberedaboutthekiss...".Hehasbeen

sendingmessagessayinghowmuchhelovesme.I

don'tknowwhyhe'sdoingthis.Heknowsexactly

thatIhaveaboyfriend.Iwonderwhatmadehim

fallforme.Becauseweweregoodfriends.

AnywayswearrivedattheOegrate.Icameoutof

thecar.ItwasabitcoldsoAustingavemehis

jacket.Wewentin.Theyweresittingataverylong

table.Therewasdifferentfoodplacedonthetable.

Wewentin.AustinpulledachairformeandIsat

down.Awomenspoke)

"Finallythey'rehere.Canweeatnow."



Austin:Ermm...mom...ThisisLalimi...mygirlfriend.

Me:Hello.

(Sheignoredmeandstarteddishingforherself.

Wellshehasanattitude.I'mnotabouttoentertain

her.Ondreazwasn'tpresent.)

Alpha:Iwishmyothersonswerehere.Tohave

dinnerwithallofus.

(Nickhasn'twokenup.Butwestillhaven'tlost

hope.)

Alpha:SoLalidear...pleasetellusaboutyourself?

(Dear?...Iwonderwhenwillpeoplerealizethat

askingsomeonetotellabouthisorherselfreally

annoys.Iclearedmythroat.)

Me:Iyoualreadyknowme.Idon'tthinkthere'sa

needformetointroducemyself.

Austin'smom:WhereisEmilia?

(Wasthatevennecessary.Howcansheaskthat

whileI'mhere.IlookedatAustin)

Austin:EmiliaandIbrokeup.



Mom:mmh...that'sashame.Ireallylikedher.

Maybeyouletyourmatego?

(Wealllookedather.)

Mom:Maybesheisyourmate.

Austin:she'snot.

Mom:Andhowdoyouknowthat?

(Austinkeptquiet)

Me:BecauseI'mhismate.

(Shestartedcoughing.Ithinkshechoked.She

drankwaterthanstoodup.Shewentupstairs.The

Alphafollowedher.)

Austin:Iwillbeback.

Me:What?...Howcanyouleavemeherealone.

Austin:Ineedtotalktomymom

Me:Hello(Iwavedinfrontofhisface)itseemslike

youhaveforgottenthatI'minaplaceofwolves.

Austin:You'retheAdila...I'msureyoucantakecare

ofyourself.



(Hewalkedaway.Iclickedmytongue.Whatever.

WellIstaffedmyselfwithfood.It'sbeenawhile

sinceAustinhasn'tcomeback.IdecidedtocallMat

.Mat'sdadwascremated.ImustsayI'mproudof

her.Shehealedsofast.She'sastrongyoung

woman.)

Mat:Heygirl...howisitgoing?

(Itoldhereverything.)

Mat:What?...That'sunlikeher.She'sthekindestof

themall.

Me:MaybeI'mnotworthofhisson.

Mat:Butyoudidn'tchoosetodatehim.Fatemade

youhismate.

(Ijustsighed)

Me:Areyouinthehospital?

Mat:No...Iwenttovisithiminthemorning.IthinkI

willstopnow.Itfeelspointless.He'snotwakingup.

I'mstartingtolosehope.



Me:don't....hewill.(Austincamedown)Ihaveto

gonowdear.Bye.

Mat:Bye.

(Ihungedup.)

Austin:Come.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Austin:Tosleep.

Me:Oookay.

Tony'sPOV

I'mnowbackathome.I'minmyroom.Addisonwas

fastasleep.Herheadwasonmychest.Idon't

knowwhathashappenedtome.Ican'tstop

thinkingaboutMat.Everysingleday.WhenI'mwith

her.Ifeeldifferent.Everythingseemsright.WhenI

hugher.Ifeellikeholdingherfortherestofmylife.

Hercutesmalleyes.



Addi:Whyaren'tyouasleep?(Hervoicewassharky)

Me:I'mhavinginsomnia.

Addi:Mhh...sorry.

(Shedriftedofftosleepagain.Itookmyphone

andloggedinonInstagram.IsearchedMatand

yesIfoundher.Istartedlookingatherpictures.

WhatamIdoing?Iclosedmyeyesforsometime.I

putadditoapillowandwenttothewindow.I

openedit.ItwascoldbutatthistimeIjustneed

thiscoldness.WhyamIsuddenlyfeelingthisway.

What'shappeningtome.Idecidedtocallher.It

rangforsometime.WhenIwasabouttodropit

sheanswered.)

Mat:Tony?

(Iclearedmythroat)

Me:hey...

Mat:Areyouokay?



Me:Yeah...Iwasn'tfeelingasleepsoIdecidedto

callyou.

Mat:Okay...

(iffeelslikeI'mnotincontrolofmyownself.)

Me:howisNick?

(Shesighed)

Mat:He'sstillthesame.I'm startingtolosehope.

Me:Nickisaveryniceandstrongguy.I'msurehe

willmakeit.

(Wellwetalkedforsometime.)

Mat:It'snow3amandwehavebeentalking.

Me:Sorryhey...

Mat:No...it'sfine.

Me:Ithinkyoushouldrestnow.It'slate.

Mat:Bye.

Me:Bye.

(Shehungedup.Iwassmiling.Iwenttobedand

slept.)



Alpha'sPOV

Idon'treallyknowwhymywifedoesn'tlikeLali.

YesterdayAustinandItriedtocalmherdown.I

wenttothebathroomandtookabath.AfterIwas

doneIwentdownstairsforbreakfast.Mywife,

AustinandLaliwerealreadythere.

Me:Goodmorningeveryone.

Austin:Morning.

Me:Didyouallsleepwell

Lali:Yes...wedid.

Austin'smom:Son...whenissheleaving?

Austin:Afterbreakfast....we'regoing.

Me:PleaseLali...dovisitusagain.

(IhaveseenthatLaliisactuallyagooddaughter.

ShedeservestobewithAustin.Imeanshe's

powerful,Strongandbeautiful.HavinganAdilaas

apartofourfamilywillverygood.Wewillbe



protected.Everyonefinishedeating.)

Austin:We'regoingnow.Byemom.

(Hekissedheronhercheek.)

Lali:Byeeveryone.

Me:Byemydaughter.

(Hereyespoppedout.)

Me:What?...you'remydaughter.

(Shelookedatmeforsometimethantheyleft.)

Austin'smom:Youlikeherright?

Me:Whywouldn'tI?

(Shekeptquiet.)

Me:Mylove...Austinlovesher.Helovesherso

much.Theyloveeachother.Ihaveseentheway

theylookateachother.Canwenotstandonthe

wayoftheirhappinessplease.Itriedtoseparate

them.Butlookthey'rebacktogetheragain.They

belongtogether.JustlikeyouandI.

(Shestoodupandleft.Ineedtofindout.What's



reallyeatingher.Iknowher.She'snotlikethis.)

Lali'sPOV

Wewereonthewayback.

Me:Yourmomdoesn'tlikemehey...

Austin:Shelikesyou.

Me:(Ichuckled)Really?...butthewayshewas

talkingatthetabledoesn'tshowthat.

(Hekeptquiet)

Austin:Let'scheckNickup...thanIcandropyouoff.

Me:Okay.

(Wedroveintothehospital.Wewenttohisward.

Whenwegotinitwasdark.Austinswitchedthe

lighton.Theroomfeltcold.Ifeltthehaironmy

backstandup.)

Me:Canyoufeelthattoo?



Austin:Yeah...it'sverycoldinherebuttheair

conditioningisoff.

(WewenttoNick.Itouchedhishand.Suddenlymy

heartbeatincreases.Ithanhaveaheadache.)

Austin:Lali?Areyouokay?

(Iwasslowlylosingbalance.Austintookme.We

satonthecouch.)

Austin:Drinkwater.

(Idrankitwithmyeyesslightlyopened.)

Austin:Don'tcloseyoureyes...pleasebabe.

(AftersometimeIfeltbetter.)

Nick:A...ustin..La.li

(Westoodupsoquickandwenttohim.Hiseyes

werebloodshotred.)

Me:Nick?...Areyouokay...

Nick:The..They...arecomingfor...everyone.

Austin:whoareyoutalkingabout.

Me:What?WhoNick?



(Aswewerestilltryingtoaskhim.Hiseyespopped

out.Hewaslookingatthecorner.AustinandI

turnedbutwesawnothing.Whenwelookedbackat

Nick.Blackliquidwascomingoutofhismouth.His

eyeshadblood.Hewasnolongerbreathing.)

Me:Nick...Nickno!.Callthedoctorplease.

Austin:Let'swipehimfirst.

(Wedid.Afterthatwecalledthem.Theycameand

askedustowaitoutside.Therewassomethingin

Nick'sroom.I'msureofthat.Somethingvery

powerfulbecauseIwasn'tabletoseeit.Nicksaid

"Theyare"...whichmeansit'sabunchofpeople.

CoulditbeOndreazandTayler?...Idoubt.ButIwill

askthem.Thedoctorcameout.Werushedtoher.)

Doctor:I'mverysorry.He'snomore.Whenwe

checkeduponhim.Itseemslikehediedlongtime

ago.Hisorganswereevenstartingtodecompose.

Me:what?...buthespoketous.Hespoketous

beforewecalledyouall.

Doctor:Idon'thaveascientificexplanationforthat.

Buthe'snomore.Pleaseexcuseme.Wehaveto



takehimtothemortuary.

(Thedoctorleft.)

Austin:Itcan'tbe...hespoketous..webothheard

himright?

Me:Yeah...I'malsoconfused.

(Wewenttothecar.Hedrovemehome)

Me:Icansleepatyourhouseifyouwantto.

Austin:no...I'mfine.I'mgoingtotheOegratetoget

momanddad.

Me:Okay..bye.

(WekissedthanIwentinside.Iaskedthehelping

aunt)

Me:where'severyone.

"Theyallwentout.ButmissZiaisinherroom.

She'ssleeping."

Me:Issheokay.

"Shehasbeenfeelingsicklately."

Me:letmegoandcheckuponher.



(Mymindhasbeenveryoccupiedtoevennotice

thatZiawasn'tfeelingfine.Iwenttoherroom.She

wasasleep.Isatnexttoher.Herfacelookedpale.

Likeshewascrying.Iwokeherup.)

Me:Sorry.

Zia:It'sfine(Shesatupstraight)Ihavebeen

sleeping.

Me:Areyouokay?

Zia:Yeah...Iwasjustfeelingtired.SoIdecidedto

sleep.

Me:Youlookbeautiful.

(Shechuckled)

Me:Youreallyareglowing....didyousomehow

changeyourfacecream.

Zia:No...I'mstillusingthesameone.

(Shereallyis.)

Me:Anyway...Letmeleaveyoutorest

Zia:Bye.



(Iwenttomyroom.IcalledMat.)

Mat:friend.

Me:Hey...Ihavesomethingtotellyou.

Mat:Okay...itsoundsserious.

Me:Canyoupleasecomeover.

Mat:OkayI'mcoming.Iwillbringmyclothes.

Me:Sure.

(Theylovedeachother.AndI'mabouttodropa

bombonher.)

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:24]Lynne: Insert58

Delayedpost

Lali'sPOV

IhaveneverseenMatthisbroken.Shehasalways



beenaverystronggirl.AtthispointIdon'tknow

howIshouldcomforther.Wewereonourwayto

theOegrateforNick'sfuneral.Shehasbeenvery

quiet.Iclearedmythroat.

Me:Areyouokay?

(Shewaslookingoutsidethewindow.Shejust

nodded.Ibrushedherhand)

Me:Thiswillpasstoo.Youjustneedtostaystrong.

Mat:Youknow...whenIlostmymother.Ithought

aboutcommittingsuicide.Eventhoughdadwas

therebutIjustcouldn'timaginemylifewithouther.

Shewaseverythingtome.Dadwasthereforme.

Wegrievedtogether.Ihavenowlosthimtoo.When

daddiedItaughtmyselfhowtolivewiththepainof

losinghim.Andnowit'sNick.(Shesniffed).The

saddestpartisIdidn'tseehim.Ididn'tevengeta

chancetosaygoodbyetohim.Hewassuchagood

boyfriend.

Me:Nick'sdeathtookmebysurprise.Ithoughtby

nowIwouldhavefoundthepeoplethatkilledhim)



(IdidpayOndreazandTayleravisit.Iwas

suspectingthatmaybetheyaretheonesthatkilled

Nick.Ihavetriedusingmypowerstofindout.ButI

foundnothing.Andit'sstartingtoworryme.

AnywayswedroveinsidetheOegrate.Iparkedthe

car.Oneladycametous.)

"Thisway"

(Wefollowedher.Shetookustowhatlookedlikea

cemetary.Itwassofull.Wewentandstoodatthe

front.Nick'scoffinwasslowlymovingdown.After

thatitbecameverywindy.Iturnedbackandsawa

menwearingallblack.Hewaswhiteandhad

glasseson.Therewasaladyandamenstanding

nexttohim.Ifeltmyhairatthebackstandingup.

ExactlyhowIfeltwhenAustinandIwerewithNick.

Allthewolvesstartedroaring.Itthanstarted

raining.Everyonewasnowgoingaway.MatandI

followedNick'sfamily.ThosepeopleIsawmade

theirwaytoacar.Ithadnonumberplate.Itwas

makingmeveryuncomfortable.It'slikethere's

moreaboutthosepeople.Anywaywewentinside.

Foodwasplacedonthetable.Wesatdown.I



haven'tseenOndreaz.Coulditbethathedidn't

cometoNick'sfuneral.Westartedeating.

Ondreaz'swifegotin.)

Her:Ihavebeentryingtocallhim.Hisphoneis

switchedoff.

Alpha'swife.:Ihavealsobeentryingtocallhim.I

wonderwhereheis...whywouldhenotcomeforhis

brother'sfuneral

(Austinhasbeenveryquiet.Helookssobroken

andshattered.AsIwasstilleatingmyphone

rang...itwasGladis.Istoodupandwentupstairs.I

wenttoabalcony.)

Her:Lali.

Me:Granny...howareyou.

Her:Idon'tknow.

Me:Why?...iseverythingokay?...areyoufeeling

sick.?

Her:No...Ican'treallydescribehowI'mfeeling.Lali

there'ssomethingIneedtotellyou.

Me:Okay.



Her:Yousee...dearsinceyourdestinywasmessed

up...Thingswon'tgoaccordingtohowyouwere

told.

Me:whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Her:Well...whateveryouweretoldaboutyourlife...it

won'tgolikethatanymore.

(Ikeptquiet)

Her:Like...maybeyouweretoldthatyouweregoing

tohaveason...therearemorechancesthat...that

willnothappen.SeeLalidear...Simontriedto

changeyourdestiny.Bythathemessedupso

manythings.Somanythingsare...

Me:Hello!...hello!

(Ihungedup.Ithinkit'sbecauseofthebadweather.

Iwentbackdownstairs.Everyonewasdoneeating.

Theywerejusttalking.IsatdownnexttoMat.)

Alpha'swife:SoLalitellme...whatdidyougain?

Me:Excuseme?

Alpha'sw:Whatdidyougainbykillingmyson.Why

didyoukillNick?



(Everyonelookedatme)

Me:W...what?

Alpha:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Alpha'sW:Yes...Austintoldmewhathappenedon

thatday.Youkilledhim.Hewasfineuntilyou

touchedhimwithyourevilhands.Youkilledhim

youlittlewitch.

Me:Austin...whywouldIkillNick...hewassokind

andsupportive.Hewasfriendlytoeveryone.Why

wouldIevenkillhim.Ididn'tkillhim.Austintell

her...tellherthatIdidn'tkillhim.

Austin:Lali...Ithinkitwillbebestifyouleave.

(Hestoodupandwentout.Hismotherfollowed

him.Insteadofbringsad.Iwasangry.Angryatthe

factthatAustinwasn'tsayinganything.Wewere

bothwithNickthatday.Hesawwhathappened.

YesIdidtouchNick.Butthatdoesn'tmeanikilled

him.)

Alpha:Ermm...I'msorryaboutthat.

Me:Noit'sfine.Matareyoustayingbehind?



Mat:No...I'mcomingwithyou.

Alpha:Travelsafe.

(Myfacefeltsohot.Iwasveryangry.Iwenttothe

carandstartedit.Iwasdrivingveryfast.)

Mat:Don'tyouthinkIshoulddrive?

Me:I'mfine.

(icontinueddriving.Afterawhileistoppedthecar.

Iwentoutandreleasedaveryloudroar.MatandI

changedtheseats.Shewasnowdriving.Ihave

neverbeenangrylikethis.IsitbecauseIlove

Austinalot.Hewassittingtherenotsaying

anything.)

Mat:Iknowyoudidn'tkillhim.

Me:Austin....He...he

(Ifeltanurgetocry.)

Mat:he'sstillhurtingaboutNick'sdeath.Forgive

him.Theywereveryclose.

Me:Iknowbuthecouldhavesaidsomething.

Mat:yeah...thathewaswrong.Butforgivehim.He's



stillgrieving.

(Afterawhilewegothome.Iwentstraighttomy

bedroom.Itookacoldshowerasiwascravingfor

blood.AfterIwasdoneIputonmypjsandslept.

AsIwassleepingIsawthosepeopleIsawatNick's

funeralinmydream.Theywerestandingand

lookingatme.Afterawhiletheystartedlaughing.

Theirlaughingfeltsoreal.ItwasveryloudthatI

heldmyears.Ifeltsomeoneshakingme.ItwasMat.

Islowlyopenedmyeyes)

Mat:Areyouokay?...

(IthoughtaboutthedreamIwashaving.)

Me:Yeah...

(AfterthatIcouldn'tsleep.SoIdecidedtoreadthe

bookthatGladisgaveme.Mathasalreadydrifted

offtosleep.IreadituntilIreachthelastpage.The

pagewastorn.Howcome?...BecauseifIremember

clearlyGladissaidIcan'ttearitoff.Itookitandput

inthesafe.IwillaskGladisaboutittomorrow.)



Ondreaz'swifePOV

Iwokeupanddrovestraightbacktothecity.WellI

needtofindoutwhyOndreazdidn'tcometoNick's

funeral.AfterhoursIfinallygottothecity.Ibought

McDonaldsandwenthome.Iparkedthecarand

wentinside.Ishouted:

Me:Hunny!...HunnyI'mhome.

(Nothing.Iwenttothekitchen.Iputthetakeaways

onthecounterandwentupstairs.Therewasatrail

ofbloodonthefloor.Myheartstartedracing.I

followedit.ItdirectedmestraighttoOndreaz's

office.Iwenttherewithmyheartpounding.Wellit

hadbeenfivedayssinceIhaven'tseenOndreaz.I

leftfivedaysagoforNick'sfuneral.Iopenedthe

door.Iwentin.IheldmymouthasIsawTayleron

thefloor.Hisheadwasseparatedfromhisbody.

Thesmellwasverybad.Whichmeanshewas

killedlongtimeago.Islowlyclosedthedoorwith

myheartstillracing.Iturnedbackandtherewasa



blackliquidonthefloor.Itwasalsoleadingsome

where.Ifollowedit.Itledmetothemainbedroom.

TheonethatOndreazandIuse.Iopenedthedoor.

WhenIwentin.Iimmediatelythrewup.Tears

startedmakingtheirwayoutofmyeyes.Iheldmy

chestasIfeltlightmyheartwasstartingtostop.

Mylegsfailedme.Ifellonmyknees.)

Me:No...thiscan'tbe.

(Ondreaz'sbodywascutintopieces.Hisheadwas

hangedonthelight.***Werecomingoutofhis

mouth.Thesmellwasunbearable.Istoodupand

wentdownstairs.Ipouredmyselfaglassofwine.I

decidedtocallAustin.)

Him:Hey.

Me:A...Austin.

Him:whyareyoucrying?...iseverythingokay?

(Itoldhimeverything.)

Him:We'recomingrightnow.

(Hehungedup.Istartedcrying.Whocouldhave

donethis.Afteracoupleofhours.TheAlpha,His



wifeandAustinwalkedin.Ishowedthem

everything.Mompassedout.Wecarriedhertothe

roomdownstairs.Austinstartedcheckingherup.

Aftersometimeshewokeup.Wewereallsittingon

thebed.)

Alpha'sW:who...whocoulddothattomyson...we

havejustburiedNick...nowthis.

(Shewascrying.)

Alpha:Whenlastdidyouseehim.

(Ithoughtforsometimethanrememberedthat.

WhenIwasgoingtotheOegrateLalicamehereto

seeOndreaz.Itoldthem)

Alpha'sW:Iknewit....whathavewedoneto

her...Whyisshedoingallthis.

(Austinbecamepaleatthesametime.Hewentout.

Iheardacardrivingoff.)

Alpha:Areyousureaboutwhatyoutoldus?

Me:Yes...Shesaidthereissomethingimportant

sheneedstoaskhim.

(TheAlphanodded.)



Lali'sPOV

Iwasbathingandlisteningtomusicatthesame

time.Myphonestartedringing.Iwipedmyhands

andtookit.ItwasAustin.

Me:Austin.

Austin:Ineedtoseeyou.

Me:Okay...

Austin:Iwillpickyouupin15minutes.

Me:Okay.

(Idriedmybodyandputontracksuits.Iwentout.

Hiscarwasalreadyparkedoutside.Iwentin.He

drovetohisplace.Helookedveryangry.He

parkedthecarthanwewentinside.Heclosedthe

doorbehindhim.)



Austin:waitformeinthelounge.

(Iwentthere.IhaveneverseenAustinlikethis.He

camebackwithabottleofwhiskeyandtwoglasses.

)

Me:Idon'tdrinkwhiskey.

Austin:Thantodayyouwilldrinkit.

(HepouredforhimselfandI.Hehandedmethe

glassandItookit.)

Austin:Fivedaysago....youwenttoseeOndreaz

right?

Me:Yeah...Ihadtoaskhimsomething.

Austin:andwhat'sthat

Me:Ican'ttellyou.

Austin:mh...Iwanttoknowsopleasetellme.

Me:Youwon'tbelieveme...

Austin:Talk.

(Hisvoicewassofirmandintimidating.Ilooked

down.)



Me:welldoyourememberwhentherewaswarat

theDrugiomin.Andyouwereharmed.

(Henodded)

Me:Theywereresponsibleforthat.Theywantedto

killthebothofus.SoonthatdayIwenttoask

them...iftheyweretheone'sthatkilledNick.And

theydenied.

Austin:CanIaskyousomethingLali?

(Iraisedmyheadandlookedathim.)

Austin:IftheyadmittedthattheydidkillNick...were

yougoingtokillthem?

Me:Yes...absolutelyyes...Iactuallywantedtokill

themfortryingtokillyou.

(Hestoodupandwenttothekitchen.Ifollowed

him.Ihuggedhimfrombehind.)

Me:I'mangryatyou...Whydidn'tyousayanything

toyourmom...whydidn'tyoutellherthatIdidn'tkill

Nick.

(Heremovedmyhandsandfacedme.)



Austin:OndreazandTayleraredead.

Me:What?...When?

Me:Whathappenedtothem?

Austin:CANYOUPLEASESTOPACTING.Iknow

thatyoukilledthem.Why?WhyLali?...Whywould

youbrutallykillsomeone'ssonlikethat.

Me:Wow...wowAustin.Youknowwhatbye

(Itriedtowalkawaybutheheldmyarm )

Austin:You'renotgoinganywhere.Untilyoutellme

whyyoukilledthem?...I'mevenstartingtothinkthat

youreallykilledNick.IthoughtIknewyoubetter.

Butit'sclearIdon't.

Me:Yesthat'strue.Youdon'tknowme.It'sclear

youdon't.Becauseifyouknewmewell.You

wouldn'tbeaccusingmeofsomethingIdidn'tdo.I

didn'tkillanyone.

(Hisphonerang.HewentoutandIheardhiscat

drivingodf.Iaskedthedrivertotakemeto

Ondreaz'shouse.Iwentthere.Igotin.Thehouse

feltverycold.Imademywayupstairsbeingledby



atrailofblood.Iwenttoaroom.Itlookedlikean

office.IsawTayler'sbodyinthefloorafterthatI

wenttotheroomwhereadarkliquidwasleading

meto.IgotinandthedreamIhadstartedplaying

inmyhead.Couldtheyberesponsibleforallofthis.

ButwhyamInotabletousemypowers.

MrsKane'sPOV

IwasinZia'sroomwithher.Shehasbeenverysick.

Thatshewasevenvomiting.Shecamebackfrom

thebathroom

Me:Howareyoufeelingnow?

zia:worse...

Me:Youhavebeensickforquitesometime....don't

youthinkyoushouldconsultadoctor

Zia:I'mfinemom.

Me:Youhavebeensayingthat...butyougetworse



everysingleday

Zia:MomI'mfine.

Pleaselikeandcomment

[06/23,08:24]Lynne: Insert59

Lali'sPOV

Thisisgettingoutofhand.Iwasbackathomewith

Matinmybedroom.

Mat:Tomorrow...it'syourbirthday.

Me:Yeah...IthoughtIwasgoingtospenditwith

Austin.

Mat:Weneedtofindthem.Thepeoplethatkilled

them.

Me:Ihavebeentryingtothink.Ihavetriedusing

myeverything.Ican'tseemtofindout.



Mat:Whocoulditbe?Maybeit'stheAlpha'senemy.

Me:ThemostpainfulthingisAustinthinksI'm

behindtheirmurder.

(AswewerestilltalkingZiawalkedin.Shehas

gainedweight.She'sevenglowing.)

Zia:Kaylaiscallingeveryonedownstairs.

Me:We'recoming.

(Weputonourshoesthanwentdownstairs.Mat

andIsatonthesamecouch.Tonykeptstealing

glancesofMat.)

Kayla:Lali...it'syourbirthdaytomorrowright?

(Inodded)

Kayla:Sincetheweddingisinfivedays.Maybewe

cantakeaminivacationtocelebrateyourbirthday.

Me:Ermm...That'stoomuch.Likereally.Wecan

justhaveafamilydinner.

Kayla:No...that'snotupfordiscussion.Yourdad

andIhavedecidedthat.Wehavebookedaprivate

jettoDurban.Wewillflyat6pm.



Me:Ireallyappreciatethat...butlikeIsaid.Wecan

justhavea...

Zayn:ComeonLali...wewantfreshair.Andsomeof

uscangetourselvesbeautifulgirls.

Jase:yeahman.

(Idon'treallyfeellikegoingwitheverythinggoing

on.IfeellikeIneedtohere.Especiallysinceit'smy

birthday.IwantedtospenditattheDrugiomin.But

whatcanIsay.Kayla'swordisfinal.)

Me:Okay...fine

Kayla:Nowyougirlsgoandpackyourclothes.

Austin'sPOV

IwasatOndreaz'shousewithhiswife.Shehas

beencryingsinceyesterday.Idon'treallyknow

whattosaytoher.Theylovedeachother.

Her:IhavealwaysadmiredLali.Itookherasmy



ownsister.Andnowshedoesthis.Howcana

woman...especiallyayoungwomankillsomeone

likethat.IhaveneverthoughtLaliwouldcauseme

thismuchpain.

Me:I'msorry.

(Momwalkedin.)

Mom:Shewillpay.Shewillpayforkillingmysons.

(AtthispointIdon'tifIshoulddefendLaliornot.I

lovedhersomuch.Butafterwhatshedid.I'm

startingtodoubtmyloveforher.BeinganAdilais

makingherancoldheartedperson.Ineverthought

LalicouldbethereasonIlosemybrothers.)

Alpha:What'sifit'snother.Wehaveenemiestoo.

Mom:Iwonderhowshehasblindedyou.Youheard

foryourself.ThatLaliwashere.Sheisthelast

personwhosawOndreazandhisfriend.Idon't

knowwhatelseIshouldsaytoyou.Soyoucansee

thatLaliisn'tagoodperson.Justlikehergranny.

Sheenjoyscausingpeoplepain.

(Weallkeptquiet.Fatherlookedather)



Alpha:NowIseewhyyouhateher...sothisisall

abouthergranny?

(Momstoodupandwentupstairs.Dadwentout.I

wonderwhathappenedwithLali'sgranny.)

Ondreaz'sW:Youknow...heusedtowarnmeabout

Lali.

(Ijustlookeddown.)

Me:Ermm...ShouldIgetyousomethingtoeat?

Her:No...I'mfine

Me:Iwillbeback.

(Istoodupandwenttomycar.Ithandroveoff.I

needsomefreshair.)

MrsKanePOV

IwasonthephonewithMrElsome.

Him:Ihavejustlanded.Whichhotelisthebest.



(Itoldhim.)

Him:whenisthewedding?

Me:Infivedays.

Him:Thevenue?

Me:Iwillsendyouthedirections.

(Hehungedup.Justfivedays.Fivedaysmydear

Kayla.Youcameherethinkingyoucanjusttakemy

husbandfromme.YouthoughtIwasgoingtokeep

quiet.Iwashavingaglassofwineandpackingmy

clothes.AfterIwasdoneIwenttothewalkin

closet.IlookedatthedressIwillbewearingonthe

wedding.Itisperfect.Perfectfortheeventsthat

willtakeplace.I'mjusthopingforeverythingtogo

accordingtomyplan.Iwentbacktomybedroom.I

tookthesuitcaseandwentdownstairs.Isatonthe

couchsinceIguessI'mtheonlyoneready.It'snow

almost6pm.MrKanewalkedin.)

MrKane:Hey.



Me:Hi...

Mrkane:Iseveryoneready?

Me:Idon'tknow.

(Hewentupstairs.Fewdaysleftmylove.Aftera

whiletheyallgathereddownstairs.Weused

differentcars.Wethangottotheairport.Wemade

ourwaystothejet.Wegotin.)

Mat'sPOV

IlookedatLali.Shedidn'tlookwell.Zia,LaliandI

weresittingtogether.WellAddisonhasleft.Her

parentstookherwith.Sinceshehasfinished

school.

Me:Areyouokay?

(Sheshruggedhershoulders.)

Me:Hey...talktome.



Lali:Idon'tknowhey.IsomehowfeellikeI'mdoing

thewrongthingbyleaving.It'slikeI'mlivingsome

peopleindanger.It'slikesomeoneneedsmyhelp.

Me:Iknowthatfeelingtoohey.

Zia:Ifeellikevomiting.

Me:Heredrinksomewhat.

(Shedid.There'ssomethingstrangeaboutZia.She

hasbeenactingverystrangelately.Ifshe'snot

sleepingoreatingshe'sbusyvomiting.)

Me:HowarethingsbetweenyouandOdin?

(Sheclearedherthroat)

Zia:He'sbackwithAvani.

Lali:what?...andwhataboutyou?

Zia:Rememberweweren'tdating.Wewerejust

havingfun.

Me:Butyoulovehimright?

Zia:Idid...notanymore.Iwantnothingtodowith

him.



(Shesaidlookingathertummy.LaliandIlookedat

eachother.Aftersometimeshedriftedofftosleep.

IwhisperedtoLali.)

Me:CoulditbepossiblethatZiaispregnant?

Lali:No...Idon'tthinkso.Iwouldhavefeltitifthere

wasgoingtobeanewbabyinthefamily.

Me:areyousure?

Lali:Yeah...whenkaylawaspregnant.Ifeltit.

Me:Thanwhyisshebehavinglikeapregnant

woman.

(Sheshruggedhershoulders.)

Lali'sPOV

WefinallylandedinDurban.Itwasearlyinthe

morning.Sowecheckedintothishotel.Zia,Mat

andIweresharingtheroom.Itookmyphoneand

triedtocallGladis.Herphonerangunanswered.I

willtryheragainduringtheday.Kaylawalkedin.



Kayla:we'regoingtothebeach.Thatlaterwecan

havedinner.

Mat:Okay.

(Shewalkedout.)

Me:Yousee...thistripisveryuseless.Weshould

havejuststayedathomeandhaddinnerthere.

Zia:Let'sgo...beforeshecomesback.

(Wewentdownstairs.Iwasjustwearingmydenim

pantsandwhitetshirt.)

Kayla:Didyoubringswimwear?

Me:No...

Kayla:Okay...youwillbuyone.

(Idon'tknow.Iwasn'tenjoyingallifthis.Wedidgo

tothebeach,museumandallthoseplaces.

EveryonelookedhappybutIjustdidn'tfeellike

beinghappy.)



Sommer'sPOV(Ondreaz'swife)

WewokeupandpreparedtogototheOegrate.

WellOndreazoncesaidthathewantshisbodyto

becrematedwhenhedies.Wewilldothesame

withTaylersincehehasnoone.Theirbodieswere

took.Icalledtheclearedcompanytocleanallthe

blood.WewerenowonourwaytotheOegrate.We

finallyarrivedanddidallthenecessities.Afterthat

wehaddinner.Icouldn'treallyeat.Ijustdranka

glassofwineandwalkedtoOndreaz'shouse.I

don'treallygetthis.AndIwillnever.Nick,Ondreaz

andAustinhavetheirhousesinhere.Whereasthe

Alphalivewithhiswifeinthemansion.Imeanthere

areplentyofroomsinthere.AnywayIgotinandI

satonthecouch.Austinwalkedin.Hehadaplate

fulloffood.

Austin:Ibroughtyouthis.

Me:youshouldn'thave...I'mfine.I'mnothungry.

(Hesatnexttome.)



Austin:Youneedtoeat.Ifyoudon'tyouwillgetsick.

Wedon'twanttoloseyoutoo.

Me:AtthispointIdon'thavethereasontolive.I

feellikethere'snothingleftformeinthisworld.

(WellOndreazandIdidn'thaveanybaby.After

tryingalottogetpregnantandfailing.Wedecided

toseeadoctor.AndIdiscoveredthatIcan'thave

babies.Iwasveryheartbroken.IfeltlikeI'm

uselesstohim.Butthanhesupportedme.)

Austin:Don'tspeaklikethat.Youknowwhenmy

wifedied.Ialsofeltlikethat.

Me:Howdidyoumanagethepainoflosingher.

Austin:Itwasdifficult.ButthanLali(Heclearedhis

throat.)

Austin:Eatbeforeyourfoodgetscold.

(Istartedeating.)

Lali'sPOV



Iwishwecouldgobackhomenow.Wewere

havingdinner.Therewasalsoabigcakeonthe

table.Wefinishedeatingthantheystartedsinging"

Happybirthdaytoyou".Welltheydidtheirsmall

speeches.Iwasn'treallyinterested.

Kayla:Yourgiftsareathome.

(Ijustsmiled)

Me:Whenareweflyingback?

Dad:Tomorrowmorning.

Me:Okay...

(Everyonewasenjoyingthemselves.Iwent

upstairs.ItookmyphoneItriedcallingGladis

againthistimeittookmestraighttovoicemail.I

hopeshe'sfine.Theroombecamecold.Ilookedat

thewindowstheywereopened.Iclosedthem.It

feltabitbetter.Iwenttobed.IlookedatAustin's

number.ShouldIcallhim?...itookadeepbreath

thancalledhim.Atfirsthedidn'tanswer.)



Me:Hello.

(Hekeptquietforsometime.)

Me:Austin.

Austin:Lalimi.

Me:Howareyou?

Austin:Whatdoyouwant?

(Ifeltmyheartbreakathousandtimes.)

Me:Nothing.

(Idroppedit.AmessagefromKhulecamethrough.

ItwassolongIjustreadthelastpartthatsaid"

Happybirthday".Hecalled.)

Khule:Happybirthdaytoyou(Hewassinging.I

wasn'treallyhavingit.)

Me:Thanks.

Khule:Iwashopingthatwecouldgoout...to



celebrateyourbirthday.

Me:I'minDurban.

Khule:Whenyoucomeback

Me:Okay...bye.

(Ihungedupanddecidedtosleep.)

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Lali'sPOV

Todayit'stheweddingday.Wedidn'tsleepawink

asKaylamomwasn'tfeelingwell.Whenwecame

backfromDurbanIcalledGladisandwedidtalk.

Shetoldmeshewasfineandeveryoneelsewas.

Unfortunatelyourconversationwascutbythe

network.ButaftertheweddingisoverIwillgoand

visiteveryoneattheDrugiomin.Iwasdonegetting

dressed.Andmymakeupwasdone.Iwenttothe



roomKaylamomwasgettingreadyin.Iknocked

andwentinside.Shelookedsobeautiful.Thelady

whowasdoinghermakeupwasalmostdone.So

sheaskedhertoleaveusforafewminutes.Iwent

toherandhuggedherfrombehind.

Me:Youlook...breathtakingmydear.

Kayla:Thanks

Me:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Kayla:I'mfeelingbetter.

(Shestoodup.)

Kayla:YouknowLalidear...everytimewhen

somethingbadisabouttohappenIfeellikethis.I

justfeelsickbutdon'tknownorunderstandthe

sicknessIhave.

(Ilookedconfused)

Kayla:YeahIknow...it'sconfusingright...Ijustfeel

weakandrestless.YouknowwhenIwasgetting

married...Ifeltworsethanlikethis.Thenightbefore

Iwasvomitingbloodandhadarunningstomach.



Me:Iwillmakesureeverythinggoeswell.

(Shesatdown)

Kayla:Lalipleasepromiseme...promisethatyou

won'ttellanyoneandyouwilldiewithwhatI'm

abouttotellyou.

Me:Ipromise...

Kayla:WellthepersonIwasmarriedtowasan

Arnest.

Me:Andwhatisthat...

Kayla:Iknowit'sgoingtosoundweirdbutplease

don'tfreakout.

Me:Okay?

Kayla:HeisanArnest.Hefeedsonhuman.Heisa

combinationofdifferentcreatures.

Me:D..Differentcreatures?Howisthatpossible?

Kayla:Wellhetoldmethat...yearsbackwhenhim

andhisbrotherwerestillclose.Theygotinvolved

withdangerouspeople.Thosepeoplewipedthe

wholefamilyup.Theylosteveryoneintheirfamily.



Andthestrangestthingistheydiedinavery

strangeway.Theirskinwouldjustbecomedryand

blackliquidwouldcomeoutoftheirmouth.Than

theywilldie.Itwashimandhisbrotherleft.Theonly

optiontheyhadwastobecomeArnestssotheycan

defeatthosepeople.TheyweremadeArnests.

Me:How?

Kayla:Idon'tknowhowexactly...butallIknowis.it

tookthemamonthonhowtocontroltheArnest

powers.Andanothermonthonhowtousethem.

Me:Yousaiddarkliquidwouldcomeoutoftheir

mouth?

Kayla:Yeahthat'swhathetoldme.

(ButNickdiedalmostthesameway.Coulditbe

thatthosepeopleareresponsibleforNick'sdeath.I

needtofindout.Anywaythatmakeupladycame

back.ShedidtouchupsonKayla'sface.Aftershe

wasdonewemadeourwaytothevenuewherethe

weddingwasgoingtotakeplace.Mymindwasn't

here.IwasstillthinkingaboutwhatKaylamomtold

me.Wearrivedasong"Herecomesthebride"



Startedplaying.Iwasholdingthetailofherdress.

Aswewerewalkingtothefrontpeoplewere

standingup.Theywerealsothrowingflowerpetals

atus.Dadmetherhalfway.Hetookherhandand

theybothwenttostandinthefront.Imademyway

tothefront.IsatnexttoMrsKane.Shewasholding

Troy(Dad'ssonandKayla)

Me:Youlookhappy.

MrsK:Really?

Me:Yeah.

Mrsk:Iamveryhappydear.Whywouldn'tIbe?

Me:No...Iwasjustsaying.

(Everyonewashere.ExceptforZia.)

Me:WhereisZia?

MrsK:Shestayedbehind...shewasn'tfeelingWell.

Me:okay.



(Thematrimonialstarted.Fewverseswereread.It

wasnowtimeforthevows.Dadsaidthefollowing

whileholdingapurediamondringagainstKayla

mom'sfinger:

Dad:iknowwehaveknowneachnoforlong.ButI

canwriteabookaboutyou.You'reeverythinga

manwants.You'resokind,caringandloving.You

treatmychildrenlikethey'reyourown.WhenIfirst

llaidmyeyesonyou.Myheartbeatincreased.I

couldn'tevenherewhatyouweresaying.Neither

wasIabletoremovemyeyesfromyou.Ijustknew

itthatyouwerethewomanforme.

(MrsKanekeptcheckingtime.It'slikeshe'swaiting

forsomeonetoarrive)

Dad:Whenwefirstmet.Wewerebothgoing

throughalot.Yoursmileandvoicemademeforget

aboutmypainandproblems.AftersometimeI

couldn'tgetthroughtoyou.Iwasheartbroken.I



wasalsounabletostopthinkingaboutyou.But

destinybroughtusbacktogether.Wefoundeach.

Weexpressedourfeelingsforeachother.That's

whenourlovestorystarted.You'rethebestthing

thathaseverhappenedinmylife.WiththisringI

promisetoloveandtakecareofyou.Ipromiseto

makesureyouliveyourlifetothefullestandalso

supportyourdreams.Makesureyou'realways

happy.

(Heslidtheringonherfinger.Andkissedher.

Thismancan'twaithey.Everyonelaughed.Itwas

Kayla'sturnnow.)

Kayla:Idon'tknowwheretostart.(Shekeptquiet

forsometime.It'slikeshewasinsomekindof

pain)When...

Kayla'sPOV



Idon'treallyknowwhyIfeellikethis.Coulditbe

thatmyformerhusbandishere.AnywayI

continuedspeaking.JustwhenIwasabouttoputa

ringonhisfinger.Thehallbecamewindy.The

windowsandthetwodoorsstartedmakingnoise.

Everyonewasconfused.Theweatheroutside

changed.Itstartedrainingandtherewasstorm.

"What'shappening?"

"Wehaveneverseensomethinglikethisbefore"

"Letleave"

(Peoplestartedtalkingtothemselves.Somewere

leaving.Iwashavingsharppainsinmystomach.

Lalicametome.)

Lali:Areyouokay?

(Inoddedno.Shebroughtmewater.Idrankit.

Everyonehadleft.Kanewasbehavingstrange.He

wasmakingweirdsounds.Laliwenttohim)



Lali:Dad...dadareyouokay?

(Hedidn'tsayanything.Hewasslowlymoving

towardsthedoor.Weallfollowedhim.Whenwegot

outamanwasfacingtheside.Hewasstandingin

themiddleoftherainandstorm.Justbylookingat

hisback.Icouldseethatit'shim.MrElsome.My

exhusband.Ipassedouttheverysamemoment.)

Lali'sPOV

Idon'treallyknowwhatisgoingon.IrantoKayla

whohasjustpassedout.ZaynandTonytookher

inside.Istoodalittlefarfromdad.Thecloudswere

verydark.Thepersonwhowasstandingthere

turned.Whenhiseyesmetwithmyfather's.

Somethingverystrangehappened .Isawtwo

smokelikedarkfiguresfighting.Thestormwas

extremelybad.Thingsweregettingworse.Ididn't

understandwhatwasgoingon.Ididn'tevenknow

howmyfatherchangedintothat.Coulditbewhat



mymothertoldmeIwasgoingtofindoutabout

dad?...whatishe?.Thingsweregettingverybad.I

transformedandroaredveryloudfromdeepinside

mystomach.Theskybecameclear.Isawdadand

thismanstaringintoeachother.Itransformedto

myself.

Dad:Whatareyoudoinghere?

(Hisvoicesoundeddifferent.Itwaslikeagroupof

peoplesaidthat.)

Dad:WhatdoyouwantStein?...

"Ididn'tkillyou...becauseyou'remybrother.Icame

totakewhat'smine".

(Brother?)

Dad:What'syours?

"Kayla...she'smywife.IloveherandIwillforever

will.)

(Sothat'sKayla'sexhusbandshewastellingme

aboutandhe'smyfather'sbrother.Meaningdadis

alsoanArnest.Whydidn'tIseethat...Nowiknow



whyhedidn'tfreakoutwhenItoldthatI'mabeast.

Butifso...ifhe'salsoacreature.Whydidhekill

mom.Thereissomethinghe'shidingfromme.They

werestilltalking.)

Dad:Youdraggedmeintoyourshit...becauseof

yourdumbnesswelostoutfamilymembers.

BecauseofyouI'mlikethis.I'mthisthing.

"Youhadachoice.

Dad:Choice?...Don'tfuckupwithme.

MrKane'sPOV

Thisistheworstdayofmylife.Ineverthoughtnot

eveninmywildestthoughthaveIeverthoughtI

wouldeverseeStein.ImadeanoaththatwhenI

seehim.Iwillkillhim.ButIcan't.He'smybrother

afterall.Theonlypersonfrommyfamilythatisstill

alive.ButIwillneverforgivehimforhis

carelessness.Ihatehim.He'sthereasonIbecame

anArnest.HegotinvolvedwiththeLushiens.Those



peopleareveryheartless.Thesaddestpartisthat

theydon'teventouchyoutokillyou.Theyusetheir

powerswhereevertheyare.Wehadtodefeatthem

orelsewewerealsogoingtodie.

Me:IthoughtImadeitclearthatIneverwantto

seeyou...

Tobecontinued...

Pleaselikeandcomment

--SorrymylovesIwillcontinuewritingtomorrow.

ThereisnoelectricitywhereIamandmyphone

batteryislow.Iwillposttomorrowagain.

Verysorry.
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Narrated

Everyonewasnowinsidethehall.Kaylawasstill

unconscious.MatwenthomeasZiacalledher.She

saidshewasn'tfeelingwellandwasalsounableto

walk.

Stein:Listenhere.Imheretotakemywifewithme.

DarkorblueI'mgoingbackwithher.(Hesaidthat

withhisvoicefirmandIntimidating)

MrK:Kayladoesn'tloveyou.Shenolongerloves

you.She'smineandnoonecanseparateus.You

failedtotakecareofher.Youcheatedonher.You

don'tdeserveher.

(Steinchuckled)

Stein:Sayssomeonewhowascheatingonherwife.

Idon'thavethewholeday.

(HestartedwalkingtowardswhereKaylawas

laying.BeforehecouldreachhimTonytriedto

attackhim.SteinwastoopowerfulforTony.He



senthimacrosstheroom.Tonyhitthebackofhis

headonthefloor.Hisheadstartedbleedingthanhe

passedout.MrsKanerantohim)

Mrk:(Shouting)Donotstartsomethingthatyou

won'tend.I'mwarningyou.

Stein:Listenhere..dearbrother.

Mrk:I'mnotyourbrother.Iburiedyoualongwith

myfamily.

Stein:Blablawhatever...Kaylaismineandshewill

foreverwill.Iknowyou'reweak.Youhavealways

beentheweakestinthefamily.Soyourthreatsare

justharmless.

MrsKane:Thiswasnottheplan.Looknowyou

havehurtmyson.

(Everyonelookedather.)

Mrsk:W...well...what..whatImeantis...

(BeforeshecoulduttermorewordsMrKaneblewa

darksmoketoher.Whenitreachedher.Shestarted

suffocatingandwasbarelyspeaking.)

MrsKane:H...honey...I'msorry.I



(Iwaslightsoutforher.ItwasnowLali,Herfather

andSteinstillwalking.)

Stein:Impressive...Iseeyoucanstilluseyour

powers.

MrKane:GetlostbeforeIkill...

(Steinlaughed)

Stein:K...killme.Iknowyou'renotcapableofdoing

that.

MrK:Iseeyoudon'tknowme.

(SteininaveryhighspeedwenttoKayla.He

carriedherbridalstyle.)

MrK:PUTHERDOWN!

(Hesaidthatrunningtowardshim.SteinputKayla

downandmethimhalfway.Theyturnedintothe

darksmokesagain.Theweatherchanged.It

startedrainingsohardtherewasalsoastorm.After

awhileMrkwaslayingonthefloorwithblood

comingoutofhismouthandnose.)

Lali:Dad...knowthatI'mnotdoingthisforyou.I'm

doingitforKaylamom.



(ShethantransformedandwentstraighttoStein.

Whenshewastryingtoattackhim.She

transformedandstartedcoughingasthesmoke

wassuffocatingher.Asshewasstilltryingtocatch

herbreathSteinstartedblowingsmokeonher.She

flewacrosstheroom.Luckilyenoughshedidn't

hurtherself.Shestoodupandtriedtogatherher

powers.Steinsawthatandtriedtoattackagain.

Thistimehewashimself.Alargedarksmokecame

outofhismouth.Itmadeacycle.Itwasmovingto

Lali'sdirection.WhenItwashalfwayher.MrKane

stoodupandranandstoodinfrontofLali.The

smokehithim.Hefellonhiskneesandslowlylost

balancehefellwithhisstomach.Lalididn'thesitate.

SheusedherAdilapowers.Inlessthanaminute.

Steinwasstrangledintodeath.Lalikeptmovingher

handsasSteinwasbeingstrangled.Hefinallylost

hisbreatheanddied.Lalisatdownandcaughther

breath.Tonywokeup.Hewenttohismomstill

holdinghisheadasitwasbleeding.Shewasn't

breathing.)

Tony:Lali.



Lali:Let'stakethemtothehospital.

(TheytookMrandMrsKane'sbodyintothecar

anddrovetothehospital.Whentheygotthere.Mr

Kanewastooktotheexamineroom.)

>>MeanwhileNomhlewascurledupinacornerin

herbedroom.Shewasshaking.Shetookherphone

andcalledthepersonwhowassellingcoketoher.

Nomhle:Ermm...Hey.

"You'renowleftwith3daystopay.Ifyoudon'tpay

Iwillbeforcedtotakemajorsteps.

(Nomhleswallowedhard.)

Nomhle:Y...youwillgetyourmoney.

"When?"

Nomhle:Ermm...Ihavetakenaloan.Theyarestill

processingit.IwillpayyouwhenIgetit.

"Iwillbewaiting"

Nomhle:Erm...c..ca..canyoupleasegivemesome.

YouwilladdontheamountIoweyou.



(Thepersonshewastalkingtohungedup.Shehad

averybadheadache.Shekeptmovingaround.Not

knowingwhattodo.Thebusinesseshavebeen

doingverybad.Shehasalsolosttoomany

employeesastheyhaven'tbeenreceivingany

salary.ShedialedLali'snumber.Itrang

unanswered.Untilshegaveup.)

Lali'sPOV

WearrivedattheHospital.Tonyparkedthecarand

wenttocallthenursestocomewiththestretchers.

TheycameandtookDadandMrsKane'sbodies.

Wefollowedthem.Tonywenttothereceptiontodo

thenecessities

Nurse:pleasesithere.Whilethedoctorcheckthem

up.

(Isatdown.Tonycameback.)

Me:Yourhead...itshouldgetbandaged.



Tony:I'mfine...I'mjustworriedaboutmom.What

happened?

Me:Iwilltellyouafteryouhavetreatedyour

bleedinghead.

(Tonystoodupandwenttoanurse.Thenursetook

himinsomeward.Afterawhilehecameback.)

Me:Isitpainful?

Tony:Alittle...Ihavealreadydrankthepillsfor

pains.

Me:Okay...

(Itoldhimeverything.IdecidetocallMat.Iwantto

knowhowZiaisdoing.Itrangunanswered.)

Me:She'snotanswering.

Tony:Tryheragain.

(Thistimesheanswered.)

Mat:Whereareyouguys?...I'matthevenuewhere

theweddingwastakingplace.Butthere'snoone

here.

Me:We'reinthehospital.



(Shekeptquietforsometime.)

Me:Hello...areyouokay?

Mat:Iwillcallyouback.Ablackcarjustdrovein.

Me:Ablackcar...

(IthoughtoftheoneIsawonNick'sfuneral.)

Me:Mat...Ithinkyoushouldleave.

Mat:Wait...letmegotothem...

Me:MATLEAVE...NOW!...

Mat:I'monmywaytoit.Waitaminute.

Me:MATILDA.PLEASELISTENTOME.DON'TGO

TOTHEM.

Mat:Doyouknowthem...

Me:Idon't...buttheycouldbetheoppressors.

Mat:Holdon...Iwillcallyounow.

Me:MAT!

(Shehangedup)

Me:Sheneverlistens.She'stoostubborn.TonyI



willbebackrightnow.

(AsIstoodupthedoctorcameout.Wewenttohim

)

Doc:Ermm...MrKaneisoutofdanger.Buthis

bodyisnotresponding.Hiswholebodyhasstroke.

Me:What?

Tony:Andmom?...MrsKane.

(Thedoctorlookeddown.Ididaveryshortprayer.

Iknowshehatesmeandall.Ialsoknowthatshe

wasresponsibleforwhathappened.ButIdon't

wantanythingtohappentoher.Thedoctorcleared

histhroat.)

Doc:unfortunately...whenshecamehere.Shewas

alreadydead.Butwe'reunabletofindnorseethe

causeofdeath.Butwe'restilldoingtests.I'mvery

sorry.

(IlookedatTony.Hisfacialexpressionshowed

pain.Tearswereforming.Ibroughthimcloseto

meandhuggedhim.Heletitallout.It'sreally

painful.Tonyisnotapersonwhoshowshis



emotions.Hethanletgo.)

Me:AndK..Kayla...

Doc:She'sfine.Itseemsshehadaheartattack.

Andherpulseisveryweak.CanIgonow?

(Inodded.AsIwasabouttositdown.Amancame

outanotherward.Hewaswearingallblackand

hadablackmaskon.Hewasalsocarryinga

briefcase.Idon'tknowbutIfeltmyfangscoming

out.Ashewaswalkingheleftdropsofbloodonthe

floor.Thebloodwascomingoutofhisbriefcase.I

stoodup.)

Me:T...Tonycanyouseethat?

Tony:What?

(Ipointedonthefloorandtheguy.)

Me:B...Blood.

Tony:Blood?...whatblood?

Me:ThereTony...there'sblood.

Tony:(Calmlysaid)Laliplease...it'snotfunny.I'm

notinthemood.



(Hethanstoodupandwentout.AmIseeingthings

again.Butthere'sbloodthere.Iwenttotheward

thatmencameoutfrom.Iopenedthedoorand

wentin.AndZiawaslayingonthebed.)

Me:ZIA!

(Iwenttoher.Iheldherhandtryingtocheckher

pulse.Shemovedandopenedhereyes.)

Me:Z...Ziaareyouokay?

Zia:L...Laliw..weallgoingtod...

(Bloodcameoutofhereyeasatear.)

Zia:Die.

(Shesaidthatandadarkliquidstartedcomingout

ofhermouth.)

Me:NO...NONOTYOUAGAIN.!ZIAPLEASEDON'T

CLOSEYOUREYES.PLEASEDON'TLEAVE.

(Isaidthattryingtowipehermouth.Butshe

indeedclosedhereyes.Asobescapedmymouth.

Suddenlytheroomstartedbecomingwindy.Andit

blewasheetthatwascoveringZia'sbody.Andher

stomachwasopened.Shehadnothinginside.No



intestines.Nothing.Iheldmymouth.Andscreamed

mylungsout.AsIwassittingdown.Therewasa

glassofwaternearthewindow.Itstartedshaking

itfellonthefloorandbroke.Iwenttothewindow.

Andthesameguywasstandingoutside.Hewas

lookingstraightatme.Hesmirkedthangotinside

hisblackcaranddroveoff.Ididn'thesitate.Iwent

totheexitdoor.Iwenttoourcar.Luckilythekey

wasonmypocket.Istartedthecaranddroveafter

thecar.Iwasfollowingit)

Me:I'mcomingforyou...youmotherfucker.

(Wewereonthehighway.Iwasfollowingit.My

mindwasfilledwithalltheclosestpeopletomeI

havelost.ItookmyphoneandtriedtocallAustin.I

wasintears.Heanswered.

Him:I'minameeting.Whatdoyouwant?

Me:A..Aust...

Him:Iwillgetbacktoyou.



(Hehungedup.Itriedtocallhimagain.His

numberwasnowtakingmestraighttovoicemail.)

Me:Heswitcheditoff.

(Ifollowedthiscar.Idon'tknowbutaflashof

thoughtcameintomymind.IthoughtofGladis.I

don'tknowbutIfeltanurgeofseeingher.It'slike

myheartwasmissingher.)

Me:Iwillcallherlater.

(Thecarslowingdown.Idrovenexttoitaswe

weren'tonthebusyroadnow.Iloweredmywindow.

Icouldn'tseeinsideofitasthewindowswere

dimmed.Istartedhooting.Thewindowwasslowly

goingdown.Hewasconcentratingonhisdriving.I

kepthooting.Heturned.Oureyesmet.Idon'tknow

whathappenedtome.It'slikemywholebody

couldn'tmove.Thecarwasalsoloosingcontrol.I

lookedathimagainunabletodoanything.He

smirkedanddroveoff.Ashewasdrivingoff

everythingwentbacktonormal.Ifollowedhim.I



won'tgiveupeasily.IneedtofindjusticeforNick

andothers.Hecan'tkillmylovedonesandget

awaywithit.Never.Ispeedupandfollowedit.It

wasdrivingveryfast.Hethanparkedfromfar.I

lookedoutsidethewindow.Itwasanopenspace.

Therewasalsograss.Iparkedthecarandwentout.

IfIknewIwouldn'thave.Iwouldhavedrovebackto

thehospital.Iwouldn'thavefollowedit...

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>THEEND<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

Pleaselikeandcomment


