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Part1

#Zama

Iwokeupwithsomuchexcitement,thiswasit!!I

wasfinallygoingtovarsity.IwasFREE!From itall

norulesnochoresnonothing.AllmylifeIdidmy



besttoliveuptotheexpectationsmyparenthadfor

meIwenttochurchregularly,Ipassedwithgood

gradesthroughouthighschool,nevermessedwith

boysorthosegirlsmyparentsthoughtwerebad

influence

Iwasstilllostinmythoughtswhenmybedroom

dooropened

Sthe:“mom says wake up!!” My little sister

screamedjumpingonmybed

Me:“takeyourshoesoffyoulittleidiot”Ipulledher

downticklinghershestartedgiggling

Sthe:“a.aZamastop”mbisocameinrunning

Mbiso:“metooZamametoo”Ilaughedpullinghim

closestartedticklingthem bothuntiltheywerein

tearstheygaspedforair

Sthe:“aahZamaustoutI’lltellmom”Isatonmy

kneesandlookedatthemmylittlebrotherandsister



SthembileandSthembisotwinsaboyandgirlthey

were7doinggrade2,Ialsohadabigbrother

Siyabongahewas25workingateskominPmb,both

myparentswereteachersmymotherNonjabuloata

primaryschoolandmyfatherMzokhonaaprincipal

atahighschool

Mbiso:“momiscallingyouZama”

Me:“let’sgo”wegotoffthebedIputonmyslippers

andarobewentoutfollowingthem Ifoundmy

fatherintheloungesingingalongtoJoe-Another

usedtobe

Me:“morningdaddy”

Dad:“Iusedto thinkthatpainwasapartof

happiness…”HecontinuedsingingalongStheand

Mbisoheldeachotherandslow dancedIjust

laughedwenttothekitchenfoundmom preparing

breakfast



Me:“morningmom”

Mom:“morningZama,how didyousleep?You

finishedpacking?”

Me:“hardlysleptI’malittlenervousandI’llfinishup

packingaftercleaning”

Mom;“okaysisimaketea”Istartedwiththetea

“Siyaissorrythathecan’tcomeseeyouoffbuthe

boughtyouapresentforyourgoodresultsitinmy

room”

Me:“hedoesn’thavetofeelbadbutIdowantmy

present”shegiggled

Mom:“Iknewyouwillsaythat”

Me:“youknowmetoowell”

Mom:“ofcosIdoI’myourmother”

Me:“donewiththeteawhereismypresent”

Mom:“inmycupboarditinapinkpaperbag”Iranto



herroom openedthecupboardIscreamedwhenI

sawitthetwinsraninitwasani6splus

Sthe:“what’swrong”Iranoutwenttohugmomthen

IthrewmyselfatdadtheyjustlaughedIwishedmy

brotherwashome

Dad:“it’sjustaphoneangel”

Me:“hayidadit’saniPhone”hekissedmyhead

Dad:“Siyatoldusitwilldriveyoucrazy”

Me:“itdoes”Ipulledoutofhisarms“I’llgocharge

it”Iwenttomyroom

Ourhousewasjust5bedrooms,kitchen,lounge,

bathroomtherewasalsoanoutside2roombuilding

thatSiyabuiltforhimself

AfterchargingmyphoneIwenttothekitchentook

myfoodwenttojoineveryoneintheloungewhere

wehadbreakfastoverlightconversationsmainly



aboutme leaving in a couple ofhours.After

breakfastIwenttocleanthekitchenwhenIwas

doneIfinishedpackingmysuitcaseswehadalready

boughteverythingI’llneedbesidesfood.

AfterlunchdadandIpackedallmythingsinhis

rangerdoublecapwhenweweredonedadlocked

upthehouseweallgotinthecaranddaddroveoff

westartedatpicknpayboughtmygrocerythen

drovestraighttowestvillevarsitydrivethat’swhere

mycommunewasIhadalreadyhadmykeysdad

gotthemwhenhecametopaymyrentanddeposit

weallpitchedinwithmovingthethingsfromthecar

tomyroommomsetupmybedwhiledaddealtwith

theappliancesthetwinsandIunpackedmyclothes.

Whenwewerealldoneeverythingwassetupthe

foodwasinthecupboardandtherestinmybar

fridgeIhadasingleroomIwalkedthemouttothe

carwesharedhugsSthewascrying



Mom:“Iwon’tsaymuchZamabutyouknowyou

background,youknowhowyouwereraisedandwho

raisedyoumychilddonotcompareyourlifeto

thoseofotherstudentsouthereatvarsity,never

forgetwhywetrustedyouenoughtoletyoucome

studyherewhiletherearecollegesnexttohome”

Dad:“you notourfirstchild to go to varsity

Zamagcinadonotshowusthingsyourbrotherdidn’t

show usmychilddon’tdisappointus.Stayaway

from boysalltheywilldoisbreakyourheartand

leave you pregnant we don’t want to be

grandparents”

Me:“dad!”

Mom:“yourfatherisseriousZamadon’ttakeout

yourpurityringfornoboy”

Me:“IhearyouandI’llmissyouall”Igavethemhugs

andhuggedSthealittlelonger



Dad:“IwilltransferyouyourmoneywhenIgethome

Ileftmyphonebehind”

Me:“thankyoudad”theygotinthecaranddad

droveoffIwavedatthemuntilthecardisappeared

Iwentbackinrunningintosometwinswholooked

absolutelygorgeousatthemaindoortheywere

talkingamongstthemselvesclearlyangrytheydidn’t

evennoticemeIthrewmyselfonmybedthinking

thatI’mhardlynoticeableanyway.

BriefdescriptionaboutmeI’m averageheight,light

skinned,withsizeCcupboobs,gotanassbutit’s

nothugejustmanageable,I’m asize34downand

sizesmallintops

#Bayanda



Idroveinaspeedgoingtomyfather’shousein

ballitoBandilemytwinbrotherwasbusycursing

nexttome

Me:“dadcan’tdothistous”

Bandile:“ifthisishiswayofbuildingarelationship

withusheisgoingaboutitthewrongway!”My

parentshaduswhentheywereinvarsitysoour

grandparents(dad’smom anddad)raiseduswe

hardlyeversawthemtheybothdoctorswhenmom

graduatedshemovedbacktoherhomeinClifton

CapeTownhernameisElizabethVanWryly(she’s

anAfrikaner)she’smarriednowwithanotherfamily

theresoallwegetiscashandgreetingcardsbutwe

don’treallycaresofuckher.Dadontheotherside

hejustopenedhissurgeryhereinballitolatelast

yearhehadbeenworkingatparklandhospitalafter

comingtostudyindurbanheneverlefttheplace



Me:“hecan’tjustcomeinourlivesandstartmaking

changes”

Bandile:“didyouseethatgirlthatwasmovingin

Nikiwe’soldroom”Ichuckled

Me:“fuckoffI’mcallingdimbsonhershe’smine”

Bandile:“she’syourtypeanyway”Iparkedoutthe

garagewegotoffthecarBandileopenedthedoor

wegotinwewerewelcomedbymam’sophie’s

cookingaromawewentstraighttothekitchen

Mam’sop:“myboysarehome”

Me:“itsmellsamazingheremama”Ikissedher

cheekwhileBandilewaslookingatthepots

Mam’sop:“Icookedyourfavoritesporkroastand

papwithgravyyourfathertoldmeto”

Bandile:“heistryingtobribeuswhereishe”

Me:“isthefoodalmostdoneIjustgothungry”



Mam’sop:“fewmoreminutes”dadgotinthekitchen

Dad:“boys”welookedathim“theloungeplease”he

walkedoutwefollowedhim

Bandile:“howcanyoumakethiskindofdecision

withouttalkingtous”

Dad:“sitdownbandile”hedid

Me:“hisrightthoughdad”

Dad:“wemadeadealIgetyoubothcarsandyou

moveinwithme”

Me:“wedidn’tagreeonthatdealwesaidwewill

thinkaboutit”

Bandile:“youwrongdadyoucancelledourlease

withouttalkingtousaboutitdoyouknow how

stupidwelookedgettingthereandfindingoutwe

don’thaveourroomsanymore”Bandilewasreally

angryIcouldseehisneckmusclesoverworking



Dad:“wellwhat’sdoneisdoneyounotmovingback

tothatcommunewhenyoucandrivefromhometo

campusandcaseclosed”bandileandIchuckled

Us:“isthishowyouwanttoplaythis”

Dad:“don’tcomeatmewiththattwinscrap”

Us:“whatcrap”attimesmybrotherandIwerein

syncIknewwhathewasthinkingsodidhe

Dad:“that!”

Us:“mmh”wesatbackonthecouchesputtingour

feetonit

Mam’sop:“notonthosewhitecouchesthatIjust

cleanedyoucrazykids”shescreamedfrom the

kitchenasifshecouldseeus

Dad:“youheardmam’sophie”weputourfeetdown

“callmewhenitdinnertime”hewentup

Bandile:“thisisfuckingbullshit!!”



Me:“hedon’tknowwhathejuststarted”

Us:“hedon’tknowus”

PART2UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Zama

*

*

IwokeupinthemorningfirstdayofschoolIalready

hadmytimetablesetupmybrother’sgirlfriend

sizophelawasdoingherfinalyearsoshehelpedme

witheverything.ItookmyphoneIhadmissedcalls

frommomandbigbroIcalledmomfirst

Mom:“helloZama”weexchangedgreetings“why

wereyounotpickingupyourphone”

Me:“Itwasonsilentsorry”



Mom:“okaywakeupanddon’tbelaterforyourfirst

day”IlaughedImeanobviouslyIamupsinceiswhy

I’mcallingher

Me:“okay mama ngizovuka since ngilele”she

laughedaswell

Mom:“don’tbesmartZama”

Me:“telldadIsaidthankyouIgotthemoney”

Mom:“okaykesisihaveagooddayandremember

topraybeforeleavingthehouse”

Me:“yesmom”shehungupIgotoffthebedtook

mylaptopIpluggedinthespeakerscreateda

playlistplayedmusicIwassingingalongIopened

thecurtainsandthewindowsstartedmakingmy

bedItookoffmypjswrappedatowelaroundmy

bodyItookmytoiletrybasketwentoutmyroom

(thecommunehad10rooms,4singlesand6

sharingwhichmakes16people,ithadatvroom,



largekitchen,2bathrooms1fortheboysandthe

otherforthegirls)

IgottothebathroomitwasoccupiedsoIknocked

Person:“I’minhere”

Me:“hiI’mZamaIstayinthe3rdroomforthemain

doorpleaseletmeknowwhenyoudonebathing”

Person:“okay”Iwentbacktomyroom leavingthe

dooropenedIstartedmakingmyselfacerealwhile

singingalongtoTheWeekend-Earnedit

Person:“I’msousetobeingusedsoIlovewhenyou

callunexpectedsoamcareforyouamcareforyou

causegirlyouperfectyoualwaysworthitandyou

deserveitthewayyouworkitcausegirlyou

eeeearnedit”IhadstopsingingIwaslookingathim

itwasoneofthetwinsIsawyesterdayheactually

theywerereallyhotalltall,wellbuilt,reallylight

skinnedwithcurlyhaircutintofades,thosebracket



legs

Me:“hhhhh hi”he smiled and tilted his head

exposinghisneckhehadatattoowrittenBayanda

there

Him:“heyI’mBayanda”

Me:“Zamagcina actually justZama”his twins

showedupwithafrownonhisface

Him:“andthisismylovelybrotherBandile”

Twin2:“hhu?”Theotheronelaughed“mxm I’m

BayandaandheisBandile”

Me:“I’mconfused”

Twin2:“I’mBayandaheisnotBayandahewasjust

pullingyourleg”Ihuffed

Me:“okay”

Bayanda:“don’tlethimfrustrateyou”



Bandile:“Iwasjustjoking”

Me:“butthetattoo”

Bayanda:“ohthis”heshowedmehisalsoonthe

neckwrittenBandile“Ihavehisnamehehasmy

name”

Bandile:“wegaylikethat”BayandafrownedIgiggled

hisfrownturnedintoasmile

Girl:“heyguysI’m donebathingZama”shewalked

away

Me:“thankyou”IscreamedafterherItookmy

basket“uhmIneedtobath”

Bandile:“canIjoin”

Me:“hhu?”Hewalkedawaylaughing

Bayanda:“laterssweetcheeks”hefollowedhis

brotherIwenttobathgotoutinahurrybecause

someonewasbangingonthedooritwasashort



darkgirl

Her:“fuckgetoutyoucan’tjustbathforanhourwe

allneedthehotwater”

Me:“itwasn’teven10minutes”

Her:“voestek”shepushedmeasideandgotinIjust

shookmyheadwenttomyroom mycornflakes

weresoakedtheylookedawfulIwenttothekitchen

threwthem inthebinthenrinsedmybowlthegirl

fromtheshowergotin

Her:“I’mMbali”

Me:“Zama”shesmiled

Her:“mbaliyothandoMkhizeI’mdoingmy2ndyearI

heardSharonshoutingatyoudon’tmindhershe’s

justbitter”someonescreamedforMbali“I’mcoming

baby”shegotherwaterandleft.Iwentbacktomy

room gotdressedinblueboyfriendrippedjeansa

whitevestandwhiteallstarsItiedhalfofmybox



braidsintoabunworemyearringsIwasaboutto

makeanotherbowlofcerealwhenmyphonerangI

pickeditup

Me:“hello”

Sizo:“heyhurryifyouwanttocatchourbuscallme

whenyououtsidemyres”shestayedatDHres

Me:“I’llbethereinfive”

Sizo:“okay”Itookmybackbagputinmynotepad

andpencilcasegrabbedanappleandnectarineput

itinmybagItookmyheadsetanddenim jacket

walkedoutlockingmyroom.IwalkeddowntoDH

calledSizoshecametothegate

Sizo:“mtaseyoulookbeautiful”

Me:“thankyousodoyou”wehuggedthebuswas

alreadytheresowewentstraighttoit

*



*

#Bandile

.

Bayanda:“dudeletsjustleaveobviouslywemissed

her”wewereinmycaroutsidewaitingforZamato

getoutsowecanofferheralift

Me:“yeahlet’sgo”IstartedmyGTIanditroaredI

droveoffgoinguptocampus

Bayanda:“Idon’tthinkIlikeherlikethat’sshe’stoo

innocentforme”Ichuckled

Me:“areyousure”

Bayanda:“yeah”

Me:“coolI’m going to havefunwithher,her

innocenceisappealing”welaughed

Bayanda:“she’sprobablyoneofthosevirginsfrom

theruralswillyoubeabletohandlehernagging”



Me:“wedon’tstayatthecommuneanymoreandthe

campusistoolarge”Iparkedatstudentparkingwe

gotoff

Bayanda:“yougoingtoclass?”

Me:“I’mlazy”

Bayanda:“metoo”wewalkedtothequadourfriends

werealreadytherewesaluteandsatdown

Wendy:“Ihaven’tseenyoutheseholidaysBayaand

youwerehardlyonanysocial”

Bayanda:“wasbusywithmywomanshedoesn’tlike

mebeingonmyphone”shejusttookherbagand

walkedawayaswelaughed

Sbo:“don’tbemeantoher”

Bayanda:“fuckingherdoesnotmakehermygirlshe

needstostopacting”

Emily:“youshouldn’thavefuckedherbra”



(Ourcrewhad7people,bayandaandI,Emilywhois

abutch,Sbo,Wendy,SizweandZinhle.We’vebeen

friendssincefirsttimewemetatthecommune

beginningoftheyear,weallstayedthere)

Zinhle:“trueyoumessedherup”

Bayanda:“let’sthrowapartyatthecommunethis

Friday”

Sizwe:“youdon’tstaythereanymoreremember”

theylaughed

Me:“fuckoff”

Emily:“apartycanbecool”

Bayanda:“great”

Me:“girlsdrawupabudgetforthefoodwe’llhandle

thealcoholIgottago”IranoffafterseeingZama

goingtoher“yohZamawaitup!”

Zama:“Ihavetogettoclass”shelookedatmyneck



“Bandile”Ichuckled

Me:“youcan’ttellwhoiswho”

Zama:“youtwoaretooidentical”

Me:“I’m thehotterone”shegiggledIstopped

walkingsodidshe“youbeautifulbabes”shelooked

downIgotchancetolookatheralloverInoticeda

ring on herengagementfinger“what’sthat?”I

pointedtothering

Zama:“ohit’snothing”Igotclosertohersomegirl

shoutedforhertocome“I’m comingSizo!!,I’llsee

youaround”

Me:“latersbabes”Ikissedhercheeksheturnedred

blushingIchuckledwalkingbacktomyfriendsmy

phonerangitwasmygirlfriendBeth

Me:“heybaby”

Beth:“heycanyoucomeover”



Me:“shouldn’tyoubeatschool”shewasdoing

grade12

Beth:“I’mnotfeelingwellsoIskipped”

Me:“I’mcoming”shecoughed

Beth:“thankyoubaby”Idroppedacallwentoverto

myfriends

Me:“dudeI’mleavingBethisn’tfeelingwell”

Bayanda:“butIleftmycarbehind”

Me:“Idon’tknowgetaliftcallacabbutIgottago”

Bayanda:“yousuchanasswhole”Iwinkedathim

rantomycarIdroveoffgoingtomhlangaridgeI

calledherwhenIwasatthegateitopenedIdrovein

thedoorwasopenedIgotinwentstraightuptothe

3rdfloorthat’swhereherroomwasIknockedonce

andgotinshewaslayingunderthecoversItookoff

mysneakersgotinthebedshelookedatme



Me:“what’swrongbaby”shelookedawfulbutcute

withhernoseallredherblondehairstickingoutasif

she’sbeenhitbylightning

Beth:“I’msickTuckercan’tyousee”Ipushedback

herhair

Me:“whatcanIdoIhateseeingyoulikethis”

Beth:“justholdme”Iheldher

Me:“where’syourmother”

Beth:“shewenttobuymemedicineafterItoldher

youcomingby”BethandIwereofficialmyfamily

knewaboutherandherfamilyknewaboutmewe

starteddatingwhenIwasingrade11shewasjust

ingrade9wemetwhenBayandaandIcameoverto

visitdadduringJuneholidays

Me:“I’msorrybaby”Ipulledclosertomewrapping

myarmsaroundherbodyshecoughedonmychest

repeatedlyIfeltmyheartclenchingwithsadness



“sorry”Ikissedherhead“Iloveyouokay”

Beth:“IloveyouTucker”Iliftedherfaceshesmiled

weakly“what”

Me:“yousobeautiful”

Beth:“Idon’tfeelbeautiful”

Me:“wellyouare”Ikissedherslowlyshepushedme

back

Beth:“youwillgetsickaswell”

Me:“Idon’tcare”wekissedagain

*

*

#Fezeka

.

Itwasmyfirsttimelecturingonthiscampusand

theyjusthadtogiveme2ndand3rdlevelmodulesI



packedupmymessengerbagaftermakingsureI

haveeverythingIneedIkissedmydaughter’spicture

IhaveadaughterLisakhanyaIcallherLisashe’s

turning4thisyearstayswithmeunfortunately

thingsbetweenmeandherfatherdidn’tworkout.I

amfromPEbornandraisedtherestudiedatNMMU

myparentsarestillthereI’mtheoldestof3children

Igot2littlebrothersSiviwedoinghis2ndyearat

UCTinLLBandLuyolohisingrade7

IpulleddownmydresspushedbackmyweaveI

tookmybagwalkedoutlockingmyofficeIwalked

tothelecturevenuebreathedoutwhenIwasoutside

thedoorIgotinitwasalreadyfullIwalkeddown

connectedmylaptopontheprojectorthenlookedup

atthestudentswhenthefirstslideshowed

Me:“morningasyoucanseeonthescreenI’mms

F.KKaniI’llbetakingyouforecos204”



Guy:“morning sweetcheeks”the restofthe

studentsroaredwithlaughterIcouldfeelmycheeks

turningredIlookedathimhehadasmuggrinonhis

stupidlyhotface

Me:“showsomerespect!!”

Him:“yesma’amoryoucanjustpunishmeforbeing

anaughtynaughtyboy”hefistpumpedwithsome

tomboythatwasnexttohimIchoosetoignorehim

Iwentonwithmywork

ItwaslaterthatdayIwasdoneforthedayIjust

wantedtogohomecrawlintotobedwithmy

daughterwhensomeoneknockedonmyofficedoor

Me:“yes”itopeneditwasthatstupidannoyingboy

fromclass“howcanIhelpyou”

Him:“IjustcametoapologizemsKani”

Me:“why”



Him:“IwasbeingstupidIdidn’tmeananydisrespect

Ihopewhathappenedwon’tbeaffectingmymarks”

Me:“youwillgetwhatyoudeserveuh..”

Him:“Bayanda…..BayandaJamesma’am”hesaid

withasmilethatdidforeignthingstomybody

PART3UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#bandile

*

*

IwokeupwhenBethstirreditwasFridayIhadspent

thewholeweekherewithheronTuesdayItookher

tothedoctorshehadflue

Me:“baby”

Beth:“Ineedtopee”Iletgooffhershegotoffthe



bedItookmyphonequicklywentoverthetextsI

hadmainlyfromdadandBayandaIhadn’tbeenon

campussinceMondayBethcamebackshelaidon

topofme

Me:“howyoufeeling”

Beth:“betterhoneythankyou”themedicationwas

reallyworking

Me:“okaylet’sgetyoureadyforschool”

Beth:“Igotthenoteforthewholeweek”

Me:“youcan’tbemissingsomanyschooldays

Bethany”

Beth:“don’tstartwithmeTucker”Irolledusover

gettingbetweenherlegsshegiggled

Me:“I’minlovewithyou”sheheldmycheeksItruly

lovedherImaymessaroundbutshehadmyheartin

thepalmofherhand



Beth:“Iknowhoney”Ikissedhershesuckedonmy

tongue quickly letting go ourtongues danced

togetherandsheletoutasoftmoanwhichsentall

thebloodonmybrainstraighttomydickitstiffened

sametimeIsqueezedherboobshemoanedagainI

couldfeelmydickwantingtopopoutofmyboyleg

someone knocked on the doorIgroaned in

frustration

Beth:“sorry”

Joan:“bethyprincessopen”

Beth:“I’m comingdaddy”Igotoffhershewentto

openthedoorjustpeakingoutsidenotlettinghimin

Joan:“areyougettingbetter?Howdidyousleep?”

Beth:“I’mfinedad”

Joan:“isTuckerstillasleep”

Beth:“yes”



Joan:“okayI’mleavingmyplanetakesoffinanhour

sobye”

Beth:“seeyounextweekdaddy”

Joan:“begoodforyourmother”

Beth:“I’malwaysgood”theyhuggedheleft

Me:“yourfatherissuchabuzzkill”

Beth:“sorrybaby”shegotbackinbed

Me:“Ihavetoleavetoday”hersmilevanished

Beth:“ofcositFridayyouhaveplanswithTyler”

Me:“don’tsayitlike”

Beth:“whateverTuckerjustleave”

Me:“youchasingmeoutofyourhome”

Beth:“yesleave”

Me:“youfuckingcrazy”Igotoffthebed

Beth:“it’swhatyouwantrighttofightwithmeso



youcanhaveyourphoneoffthewholeweekend

fuckingGodknowswho”thathithomebecause

therewaslotoftruthinwhatshewassayingIputup

abravefaceasIputonmyNikejoggersanda

matchingsweater

Me:“fuckyou”shestartedcrying…

OkaythiswasdefinitelynotgoinghowIwanteditgo

Beth:“Iloveyou”Istoodstillforawhile“Iloveyou

Bandile”IcrawledbacktobedIpulledhertome

Me:“Iamsosorrybaby”

Beth:“don’tgo”Iwipedhertearsandkissedher“just

don’tgoBandileplease”

Me:“howaboutItakeyououthhuItakeyoutosee

thatcomedyyou’vebeenwantingtowatchgrab

lunchspendthewholedaytogetherI’llleaveat

night”



Beth:“okay”ialmostsighedinrelief

Me:“goodnowsmileformehoney”shelookedupat

mewithherblueeyesstilltwinklingwithtearsmy

girlwasreallybeautiful

Beth:“I’mstillalittlesad”

Me:“I’llmakeyoucome”shelaughedreallyloud

Beth:“youstupid”

Me:“soyoudon’twanttocome”Iaskedplayfully

causinghertogiggle

Beth:“Ido”Itookoffherpjs

Me:“youlockedthedoor”shenodded

.

#Zama

*

*



itwasFridayafternoonIhadcreatedaschedulefor

myselfregardlessofmytimetableIwenttocampus

at8andcamebackat6everydayifIwasnot

attendingIwasinthelibraryMbaliandIwerealittle

closeeventhoughshespentallhertimewithSbo

whowasfriendswiththetwinsIhadonlyseenthe

otheronearoundthecommunehewasmostlyin

Emily’sroom shewasniceunlikeSharonshewas

justabitch.Therewere8girlsEmily,Sharon,Mbali,

Kim,Yonela,Zinhle,Wendyandmethen8boysSbo,

Sizwe,Luzuko,Tsego,lungisa,Mfundo,Luthando

andJr.

Ipackedmybagleftthelibraryjustintimetocatch

thebusbacktoDHresidenceIgotinsatquietlywith

my earphones listening to music on my old

Samsungj3whilechattingonmyiPhoneonmy

brotherandMbali

Siya:“I’msorrysisi”hewassupposedtocomepick



meupsoIcouldspendtheweekendwithhim

Me:“it’sokaySiyaIjustwishyouhadtoldmeearlier

Iwouldhavewenthome”

Siya:“sorryIdidn’tknowIwouldhavetoworkIcan

calldadtocomepickyouup”

Me:“itfinedon’tyouknowmomdoesn’tlikeitwhen

daddriveslate”

Siya:“I’msorryZama”

Me:“okayI’llseeyousomeothertimeIhavetogo”I

loggedoutofwhatsappputmyphoneinmypocket

thebushadstoppedIgotoffwentpasstheshop

boughtbreadthenwentuptothecommunethere

were4carsparkedoutsideusuallyitjustbayanda’s

grayGtiIopenedthegateIcouldhearpeopletalking

allthewayfromthegateasigottothemaindoorI

metupwithoneofthetwinsIcouldn’ttellwhoit

was



Him:“babes”IjustsmiledBayandaalwayssays

sweetcheeksorjustmynamewhichmeansitwas

Bandile

Me:“hi”

Bandile:“comingbackfrom campusthislateor

suyajolababesyouwouldn’tdothattome”he

touchedhischestasifhiswounded

Me:“aiboangijoliminaIneverhadaboyfriend

beforeI….Imean…Jabye”Irantomyroomfeeling

likeanidiothewasjuststaringatmegrinningItried

openingthedoorbutmykeyfellsoIbentoverto

pickitupontodropmyiPhoneIscreamed“sorry”

hesaidpickingitup

Bandile:“youalittleclumsyaren’tyou”Ilooked

downhetookthekeysandopenedforme

Me:“thankyou”

Bandile:“it’snotbroken”hegavememyphone



“there’sapartygoingonalittlelateryouwillcome

right”

Me:“Idon’tthinkIcan”hegotinleavingmeatthe

doorhelaidonthebedhisfeethangingoutIclosed

thedoor

Bandile:“ifyounotgoingthenI’llsitinherewithyou

whenBayandagetsmadatmeI’llsayhemust

blameyou”Iopenedmymouthtosaysomethingbut

nothingcameoutmyheartwaspoundingoutofmy

chest“yougoingtostandtherelikethat”Iclosedmy

mouthmystomachgrowledIwasseriouslyhungryI

gotlostinmyworkforgettogoeat“youshouldn’t

starveyourself”

Me:“Igottobusy”Iputmybagonthechair

Bandile:“makesomethingtoeatI’malsohungry”

Hewastoocomfortable!!!Somebodychasehimout

Me:“I’llgofrysomepattiesandbacon”



Bandile:“youwon’tbeabletomakefoodinthe

kitchentheybusythere”IfeltdefeatedIhatedcold

foodatnight“don’tyouhavelikecheeseorhamor

something”

Me:“Iprefersomethingalittlewarmatthistimeof

theday”

Bandile:“let’sgobuyyoufood”

Me:“it’slatethetransportishorriblehere”he

chuckled

Bandile:“youcute,comeon”Itriedtakingmywallet

buthewasalreadypullingmyhand

Me:“mywallet”

Bandile:“Igotyou”wewentouthelockedthedoor

“yohBaya!!!!!”BayandashowedhisfacefromtheTV

room

Bayanda:“ohheysweetcheeks”Iwaved



Bandile:“I’llbebackgonnabuysomefoodfor

babes”

Bayanda:“ait”Sharonwalkedtouswithanattitude

Sharon:“alreadyfoundfreshmeatBandile”

Bandile:“don’tbebitternobodylikesbittermeat”he

walkedoutpullingmyhandheopenedthedoorofa

redGTI“getinbabes”Ididheclosedthedoorthen

walkedinfrontofthecarwithsomuchswaghegot

inanddroveoffhecaughtmestaringatmeand

chuckledIquicklylookedaway“don’tbeshylookI

won’tbite”

Me;“Iwasn’tlooking”wedroveinandwentoutthe

othersideofcampus

Bandile:“soyousaybabes,whereyoufrom?”

Me:“mthwalume”

Bandile:“whereisthat”



Me:“southcoast”henodded

Bandile:“don’tknowitbutcool”Wegottothismall

writtenWestwood“sowhatyouwanttoeat”

Me:“anythingisfine”

Bandile:“Ilovemeatdoyoulikeit”Inoddedhegot

outthecarsodidIthenhetookmyhandwewalked

ingoingtospurweorderedwhenthewaiterleftI

playedwithmyjuicewhilehelookedrelaxedonthe

couchsippingonhisbeerIwastensed“what’sup

babes”

Ikeptaskingmyselfifthisisadateornot

Me:“it’snothing”

Bandile:“yousure”

Me:“isthisadate”Iblurtedouthechuckled

Bandile:“socute.Doyouwantittobeadate”I

shruggedmyshoulders



Me:“Imeanifit’snotit’scool….Itdoesn’thaveto

butitwouldb….Uhm yeah”Ibrushedmyshoulder

lookingdownHeputhiselbowsonthetablethen

liftedmychinIlookedathim

Bandile:“it’sadatebabes”Inodded

Shit!Icouldfeelmypalmssweatinghelookedso

hothewasbitinghisthickpinklipIwantedtokiss

himhewastoocloseIcouldfeelhisbreathonmy

face

Me:“bandile”

Bandile:“yesbabes”

Me:“Ican’tbreath”hemovedbackgrinning

Bandile:“sorry”hisphoneranghetookitoutofhis

pocketIsawthecallerI.Ditwrittenwifeywitha

pictureofawhitegirlhequicklydeclinedthecallput

hisphonebackinhispocket“sotellmewhois

Zama”heclearedhisthroat



.

#Fezeka

*

*

Iwascuddlingonthecouchwatchingamoviewith

myLisahernannywasofffortheweekendmy

phonerang

Lisa:“mommyansweritinomsindo”

Me:“wait”ItookitanditwasBayandafacetiming

meitwassowrongbutIwassoattractedtohimI

kepttellingmyselfitjustaninnocentflirtIquickly

answeredhisfacecameonthescreenhewasinhis

car

Bayanda:“heybeautiful”

Me:“whyyoucallingmeoutofschoolhours”Lisa

showedherfaceonthescreenbayanda’ssmile



wentevenwider

Bayanda:“Ilovebabiesisthatyourlittlesister”

Me:“whatdoyouwant?!Itoldyoutostopcalling

me”Idon’tevenknowhowhegotmynumberbutI

lovedthathehasitIadoredhismorningtextsthey

mademyday

Bayanda:“youseriouslyneedadickinyourlifean

orgasmwilldoyougood”myfacewentpaleashe

hungup

Lisa:“what’sadickmommy”Iwasstillshockedby

whatbayandahadsaidnow Lisajustmademe

freeze“mommy!”Shewassoimpatient

Me:“it’sabadwordbabyneversayitokay”she

pouted“Lisakhanya!”

Lisa:“okay”

Me:“good”



.

#bayanda

*

*

IgotoffthecallwithFezekathiswomanwasover

playingthisallhardtogetactandIwasactuallyover

itImeanfuckherI’m notabouttoworkthishard

overpussy.Igotoutofmycarwentdowntheparty

wasnowinfullswingIwentovertomyguysthey

werebusypreparingthemeat

Me:“youcameout”

Bandile:“ZamafellasleepsoIlefthertosleep”

Me:“ait”IsawWendywalkingpastinjustbumshort

andabratop

Bandile:“stopdrooling”theyalllaughed

Me:“fuckoffclowns”



Bandile:“oumacalleddadwascomplainingtoher

thatweneverhome”

Me:“hecan’tforceustostayinhishouse”Ileft

themthereranovertowhereWendywaswithother

girlsIliftedherupshesquealed“let’sgomake

friendsinyourroom”shewrappedherlegsaround

mywaist

Wendy:“noyouweremeantomethewholeweek”

Me:“letmeapologizeandwecanbefriendsagain”I

kissedherneck

Wendy:“okay”shesaidinawhisperIwalkedinthe

housestraighttoherroom wegotinshestarted

strippingIsatonthebedwatchingheruntilshewas

completelynaked“likewhatyousee”

Me:“definitely!”Ipulledhertome

PART4UNCONDITIONALLOVE



#bandile

*

*

ThepartywastooepicpeoplestartedleavingIwas

toodrunktodrivetobalitodadwouldtelloumaand

oupaI’llneverheartheendofitSharonwasangryat

mebecauseIcalledherbittermeatIwenttoZama’s

room andknockednonstopuntilsheopenedshe

lookedsocutewithhershortpjsandanoldworn

outdoekonherhead

Zama:“Bandile”

Me:“canIgetin”

Zama:“it’smiddleofthenight”

Me:“kindahadalittlebittoomuchofvodkaIcan’t

drivehome”



Zama:“youcan’tsleepherethere’sonebed!”

Me:“youwantmetodrivedrunk”hermouthformed

aperfectOIwishedIcouldshovemydickinit

Zama:“uhmokaygetin”shemovedasideIdidshe

lockedthedoorshewentbackinbedItookoffmy

bikerandt-shirtkickedofmysneakersthentookmy

jeansoffIjoinedherinbedherbodytensedup

Me:“youknowIwon’thurtyouright”shenoddedI

gotcloserandheldher

.

#Zama

*

*

Iwoke up in the morning feeling warm and

suffocatedbandilewasholdingmetootightlyforthe

firsttimeeverIsleptinthesamebedwithaguyand



itwasmycrush.IwasseriouslycrushingonBandile

everythingabouthim fascinatedmehislaugh,his

smile,thewayhebiteshisbottomlipwhenhefinds

somethingamusing,thewayhewalks,hiseyes

whichwereverydifferentfrombayanda’stheywere

asmaller.

IwantedtoturnsoIcouldstareathimbutheheld

mesotightlyIknewthatwithonemovehewillbeup

ItouchedhishanditwasaroundmywaistIheard

somethingvibratingonthefloorIslowlymovedhis

armsfortunatelyhedidn’twakeuphejuststirredI

lookedforwhatwasvibratingIbentoverthebedit

washisphone‘wifey’wascallingIlookedatthe

pictureofhershewasreallybeautifulwithherblue

eyesandblondehairshecutthecallasecondlater

ansmscamethroughIpressedonthehomebutton

thescreenwasfloodedwithhertextsshewasno

pleasedatallandBandilewasinhugetrouble“now



thisiswhatIshouldwakeuptoeverymorning”I

lookedupBandilewasawakeIfollowedhiseyeshe

waslookingatmyassIrememberedthatmypj

pantswasreallyshortmybuttcheekswereoutIput

hisphonedownandmovedbacklayingdown

Me:“hi”

Bandile:“morningbabes”

Me:“morning”hekissedmynose

Bandile:“I’msothirsty”

Me:“Igotwaterandjuiceinthefridgeorandcoke”

Bandile:“cokewithlotsofice”Igotoffthebed

pouredhim cokedroppedfew icecubeswhenI

turnedhewasbusyonhisphonefrowning

Me:“here”

Bandile:“thanksZama”

OkayI’mZamanowIgotalittlesad



Me:“youwelcome”hegotoffthebedstartedgetting

dressed

Bandile:“thankyouforlettingmesleephereIhave

togothere’s…Uhm …Anemergencyathome”he

finishedupgettingdressed

Me:“okayI’llseeyouaroundIguess”hetookasip

ofhiscokeagainthengaveittome

Bandile:“yeahlater”hekissedmyforeheadand

walkedoutpracticallyrunning

Me:“wifeymustbereallyimportant”Ispoketo

myselfItookmyphoneIhadatextfromSizoasking

ifIwanttogotogatewayswithherandherfriendI

repliedsayingyes

.

#Bandile

*



IwasspeedingthewholetoBeth’shomeIhatedit

when sheplayed with myemotionslikethisI

punchedinthecodethegateopenedIdrovein

parkedonthedrivewayIrangthebellandthemaid

opened “who isthatrose”screamed hermom

Jessalyn

Rose:“it’sTuckermadam”IgreetedRoseasI

startedgoingupJessalynshowedup

Jess:“goodmorningTucker”

Me:“morningJessalyn”

Jess:“youmakingmydaughtercryagain”Iwas

abouttosaysomethingwhenChriscameintheview

Chris:“don’tgetinvolvedmother”hepassedbyChris

washerlittlebrother

Me:“Iamnotmakinghercry”

Jess:“IguessIwasdreamingwhenIheldherlast



nightasshecriedherselftosleep”

Me:“canIgoseehernow”shewavedmeoffIran

uptoherroomIgotinshewassittingonthecouch

lookingoutthewindow“morningbaby”

Beth:“goawayTucker”IwentovertothecouchI

laidonherrestingmyheadonherbreasts“gobath

Tuckeryousmelllikeabrewery”

Me:“Idon’twantto”

Beth:“Ikeptcalling”

Me:“Iforgotmyphoneinmycar”

Beth:“don’tfeedmelies”

Me:“Irespectyoutoomuchtolietoyou”shesniffed

Beth:“isthisyeargoingtobearepeatoflastyear?I

can’tdealwiththatTuckerIalreadylostourfirst

child”hertearsfellonmycheekIlookedupshewas

reallycryingIgotoffthecouchcarriedhertothebed



pullingherontopofme

Me:“I’m sorrybabybutIpromiseyounothing

happenedlastnightwejustdrankatthecommuneI

forgotmyphoneinthecarIwouldnevernotanswer

yourcallsonpurpose”

Beth:“youlyingtomeBritneysawyouatWestwood”

Ishutmyeyestightly

Me:“I’msorry”shebrokedownmyheartbroke“baby

pleasedon’tcrynotbecauseofmyidioticways

please”

Beth:“allIdidwasloveyouTuckerandyoukeep

doingmewrong”

Me:“justdon’tleavemepleaseyou myheart

BethanyIcan’tsurvivewithoutmyheart”sheshook

herhead

Beth:“wedoneTucker”



Me:“no!!!”

Beth:“yes”

Me:“ekisjammerBethanyjymyhartvergewemy

assebliefekisliefvirjouekhetjounodigBethany”I

wasstartingtopanic

Beth:“noTucker”shepushedmebackgettingoff

me“youhavehurtmecontinuously!Youjustdon’t

learnevenafterwelostourchildbecauseofyour

fuckedupwaysyoustilldon’tlearnIneedtofocus

onmylife”

Me:“stopbringingupthechild”

Beth:“becauseitupsetsyou?Fuckyou!Ihadto

endureeverything.Doyouhaveanideawhatthat

miscarriagedidtomeemotionalIy?!!”

Me:“IwasthererememberthroughitallIwasthere

withyoudon’tactlikeyouwentthroughitalone

Beth!!Hewasmineaswellsostopactinglikeyou



weretheonlywhowasaffectedbyitokayImessed

upbigtimeandwelosthimIhavebeenpayingsince

thatdaysodon’tyoudarestartwithmeBeth”Beth

waspregnantandlastyearinSeptembershewas6

monthsshecameoveratthecommunefora

surprisevisitandcaughtmebetweenSharon’slegs

sheranoutItriedstoppingherbutshedroveoffina

speedgotinanaccidentandwelostourboy

Beth:“justleaveTuckergobacktoyourhoe”

Me:“fuckthatshitIain’tgoingnowhere”

Beth:“this is my father’s house and you are

leaving!!!”

Me:“scream allyouwantI’m notgoinganywhere

andI’m tireditearlyinthemorningcometobed”I

tookoffmyshoesstartedstrippingasIwenttoher

closetIputonmypjbottomswenttobedshewas

stillstandingthere



Beth:“Tucker”

Me:“cometobed”

Beth:“whoisshe”

Me:“anobodywejustgotsomethingtoeatI

promiseyoubabypleasecometobed”

Beth:“Idon’tbelieveyou”Isatuplookingather

Me:“whatwillittakeforyoutobelieveme”she

lookeddownIgotoffthebedcuppedherfaceher

eyeswerebloodshotredandswollen“I’m sorryI

hurtyou”

Beth:“youpromisedmeyou’vestoppedmessing

withothergirls”

Me:“andI’vestoppedIswearonAndre’sashesIam

notmessingwithanyone”shenoddedIkissedher

shejustmeltedsomeoneknocked

“Mom sayscomedownforbreakfast”itwasbig



sister

Beth:“wenothungryalexia”

Me:“I’mactuallyhungry”

Beth:“wecoming!!Putonyourtopthen”

Me:“gogetit”shewentintheclosetwhileItexted

bayandalettinghimknowwhereI’mat

Beth:“here”Iworemypjtopandslipperswhileshe

putonarobewewentdownstairsIgreetedAlexia

andBenherbigbrothersinceIhadn’tseenthem

thensatdownwestartedhavingbreakfastwhile

Jessalyn spoke abouthow Ishould treather

daughterbetter

.

#Bayanda

*

*



WaswokenupbymyphoneringingnonstopItookit

anditwasFezekacalling

Me:“hey”

Fezeka:“youdon’tgettotalktomelikethat!!Doyou

hearme?Bayanda”Ichuckled

Me:“I’llcallyoulatermygirlfriendisasleepIdon’t

wanttowakeher”

Fezeka:“oh”hertonechangedIdroppedthecall

withahugesmuggrinonmyface

Me:“Wendywakeup”Ishookherlightlysheopened

hereyesblinkingacoupleoftimesthensmiled

Wendy:“morning”

Me:“I’mleaving”shefrowned

Wendy:“wejustwokeup”

Me:“yeahso”



Wendy:“staypleasetakeashowerwithmeI’ll

prepareyoubreakfast”Ismiled

Me:“youwantmetospendadaywithyou”

Wendy:“please”Inodded“great”shegiggled

Me:“IneedtogohomethoughsoIcanbathchange

myclothes”

Wendy:“oh”

Me:“comewithme”shegavemeawidesmileand

pulledmetoherwekissedshortly

Wendy:“I’llgobath”shegotoffthebedwrappeda

towelaroundherbodythenleftIjustwentthrough

mysocialnetworkscommented on the picture

BandilejustpostedofhimandBethintheirpjamies

Funnythingaboutgirlsisthattheystillwanted

BandilewhiletheyknewhehasBeththetwowereall

overeachother’ssocialpages



BythetimeWendyfinishedgettingreadyIwas

alreadywaitingforherinthecarshe’sslowandI’m

veryimpatient

Wendy:“sorry”Idroveoff

Me:“nexttimeI’llleaveyou”

Wendy:“oohdon’tbeagrinch”Ilookedatchuckling

Me:“youdressedupwejustgoingtobeindoors”

Wendy:“justwanalookgoodforyou”

Me:“youalwayslookgoodWendy”

Wendy:“thankyou.Willwebealone?”

Me:“yeahdadshouldbeatworkandmam’sophie

doesn’tworkonweekends”

Wend:“soIcansleepoverright”shewaspushing

herlucknow

Me:“I’lldropyouoffatcommuneMondaymorning”



shelookedatmehermouthopen“ifyouwantto”

Wendy:“I’dloveto”

Me:“then you sweetcheeks are spending the

weekend with me”shelooked outthewindow

smiling.

LateronIopenedthegarageathome

Me:“lookslikeyoumightmeetdad”allhiscarswere

in

Wendy:“cool”shetriedtodownplayitbutshewas

actuallyexcited,wegotoffgotinthroughthegarage

doorIcouldhearvoicesintheloungeWendyheld

myhandIjustrolledmyeyeswegotinthelounge

dadwaswithhisfriends

Me:“hello”

Dad:“son”Iattemptedtogoup“holdon”

Me:“what”



Dad:“aren’tyougoingtointroduceus”

Me:“Wendythat’smyfatherBrianJamesanddad

thisisWendy”

Dad:“issyjouvriendin”

Me:“noexcuseus”wewentuptomyroom

Wendy:“whatwasyourdadsaying”

Me:“nothing,youwantfoodnoworyouwillwait

untilI’mdoneshowering”

Wendy:“I’llwait”

Me:“ohyoucanjoinme”Iliftedherupshegiggled

asIwalkedinmybathroom

PART5UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Fezeka

*



*

IwaitedandwaitedthinkingBayandawillcallafterI

calledhimandhetoldheiswithhisgirlfriendnolie

thatwasreallyhurtfulIwantedtohatehimbutmy

fragileheartwasattractedtohimitwassowrongin

somanywaysImeanhismystudentandheis9

yearsyoungerthanmebutIcouldn’thelpitIfound

him interestinglyhot.SolikealovesickteenagerI

keptmyphoneonmethewholeweekendbuthe

nevercalledsonowhereIwasinbedstaringatthe

sealingIdidn’tevenwanttogotocampusIhadhis

classforfirstperiod.Igotoffthebedmadeitthen

wenttotakeaquickbathIgotoutthebathtubrinsed

itthenwenttolotionafterthatIopenedthecloset

tookoutnavyanklegrazerandnavyshirtIgot

dressedbrushedmyweaveafterdoingmymakeup

woremynavyheelpumpsIwenttothekitchenhad

cerealwhilecheckingifIgoteverythingIneed.After



kissingmyangelwhowasstillsleepingIdroveto

campus.

Ibreathedoutheavilybeforegettinginthelecture

venueIscannedthehallhopingtomeethiseyesbut

the disappointmentin my heartcould notbe

explainedhewasn’tin.Itwasn’tuntilitwaslateI

wasdonewithmyclassesIwasactuallypackingup

soIcouldgohomewhensomeoneknockedonmy

door

Me:“comein”adeliveryguycamein

Him:“deliveryformsKani”

Me:“that’smethankyou”itwasbunchofliliesthe

guyleftafterIsigned,therewasasmallcardItook

*hopeyouhadagreatweekendsweetcheeksI

missedyou*

IjustsmiledIknewtheywerefromBayandaItook

mybagsandleftasIdroveoutIsawhimstanding



nexttohiscarbusyonhisphoneIrolleddownthe

window

Me:“thankyoufortheflowerstheybeautiful”

Bayanda:“beautifulflowersforabeautifulwoman”

Me:“thankyou”Isawsomegirljumpingonhimhe

quicklycaughtherbeforeshefellIdroveoffjustas

shekissedhisneckfeelingstupidImeanwhywould

aguylikebayandawantsomeonemyageasIgotto

theparkingatmyflatmfunekocalled

Me:“yes”

Mfuneko:“heybhabha”

Me:“whatdoyouwantmfuneko”

Mfuneko:“I’mcomingtodurbantomorrowIneeda

placetostay”

Me:“youcanaffordahotelmfuneko”asIopened

thedoorLisacamerunningscreamingmommy



Mfuneko:“howisourdaughter”

Me:“herespeaktodaddy”Igaveherthephone

Lisa:“hellotata”shegiggled“e.eImissyou”Ileft

hertherewentfurtherinthehouseIgreetedsislindi

thenannywenttoleavemybagsinthemyroom

thengotoutLisawasstillgigglingonthephonewith

herfather

Me:“didyoucooksisiIamtired”

Lindi:“nobutIcancook”

Me:“noit’sfineI’llorderpizza”

Lisa:“heretatawantstotalktoyou”Itookthephone

Me:“yeah”

Mfuneko:“shesoundshappy”

Me:“sheis”

Mfuneko:“Ishouldn’thavegottenmadoverthis



moveImessedthingsup”

Me:“yesyoudid”hesighed

Mfuneko:“sotomorrowcanIcome”

Me:“weonlyhavetwobedroomsheremfuneko”

Mfuneko:“we’vealwayssharedaroomkamva”

Me:“wenottogetheranymore”

Mfuneko:“andit’smyfaultbutcanIbewithmygirls

please”

Me:“whenwillyoubeleaving”

Mfuneko:“thefollowingweek”

Me:“okay”

Mfuneko:“thankyoubhabhaIloveyouokay”

Me:“mfuneko”

Mfuneko:“don’tsayanythingI’llseeyoutomorrow”

Me:“bye”hehungupmyrelationshipwithMfuneko



wasthedefinitionofcomplicatedIcalledtoorder

pizzathenwenttositinfrontofthetvwithmyglass

ofredwine

Lisa:“tatasayshiscomingtoseeusmom”she

clappedexcitedlyIsmiled

Me:“hiscomingtomorrow”shesquealed

Lisa:“can’twaitImisshim”

Me:“andhemissesyouaswell”shesmiledmy

daughterwassuchadaddy’sgirlseparatingthem

almostkilledMfunekobutitdefinitelykilledour

relationship

.

#Bandile

*

*

Beththrewherselfonthebedwithasigh



Beth:“I’mdone”

Me:“gobacktothedeskandstudyBethany”shesat

upandpouted

Beth:“I’m doneTuckerI’vebeenstudyfor4hours

withoutabreakIneedasnack”

Me:“wellI’mstillstudying”

Beth:“I’llgomakemyselfasandwichdoyouwant

anything”

Me:“gaanjypadaarvind”

Beth:“ivegemisjoupa”Ilookedatherandsmiled

Me:“let’sgo”Igotoffthebedcarriedherovermy

shoulderIspankedhershegiggled

Beth:“stopbeingbad”

Me:“youloveit”Igotoutthedoorwentdownstairs

dadandbayandawerewatchingtv



Dad:“putthepoorgirldown”Iputherdown

Beth:“hallopa”

Dad:“Bethanyprincess”shewentovertohim they

huggedhekissedherforehead“Ididn’tknowyou

werehere”

Beth:“Tuckerhadmeburiedinbookssincehe

pickedmeup”

Dad:“that’sgood”shepouted

Me:“she’shungrydidmam’sophiecook”

Bayanda:“yeahnowmovefromthetvcan’tyousee

I’mwatching”

Dad:“dishupformetoo”

Me:“no”

Dad:“Iwasn’tasking”

Beth:“I’lldishforeveryone,Tyler?”



Bayanda:“yeahmetoo”

Beth:“comehelpbaby”shepulledmyhandtothe

kitchenIheardBayandaanddadchuckling

Me:“whatdoyouneed”shestartedfiddlingwiththe

stoveandthepots

Beth:“plates”Itookouttheplatesalongwiththe

glassesItookout3beersandjuiceforBeth

Beth:“Iwantwine”

Me:“youhaveschoolinthemorning”

Beth:“sodoyou”

Me:“younotme”

Beth:“yousuchaparent”Ipulledhertomefastshe

laughedtryingtopushme

Me:“youshouldstoptakingtheinjection”

Beth:“nah.ababeyouknowwhatwillhappen”



Me:“pleaserememberhowhappywewerewhenwe

wereexpectingAndre”

Beth:“Tuckerplease”Icuppedherface

Me:“don’tyouwantaminiusrunningaround”

Beth:“there’sstilltimeletsnotrushthings”Ikissed

herdadscreamedfromthetvroomthattheyhungry

Bethpushedmeoff“don’trushmeplease”

Me:“Iwon’trushyou”shedishedupwetookthe

foodandthedrinksintheloungeweatewhile

watchingtv

Dad:“yourmomwantsyouguystovisit”

Bayanda:“sheknowsournumbers”

Me:“yeah”

Dad:“your’llneedtobondwithyourlittlesisters”

Me:“theycangetournumbersfrom theirmom I

meanwhymustweputsomeeffortwhenher



husbandmadeitclearthathedoesn’tlikeusand

shestillchoosehimoverusherflesh”

Dad:“don’tholdgrudgesBandile”

Me:“thendon’ttellusaboutcalling”

Beth:“youshouldcallthemTuckertheyjustbabies”

Ilookedathershesmiled

Me:“remindmetocalltomorrow”

Dad:“thankyouBeth”

Me:“don’tactlike she controls me”bayanda

chuckled

Bayanda:“ohyeah”

Me:“shutupbighead”

Bayanda:“wehavethesamesizeheadass”

Me:“youanass”

Bayanda:“fuckyou”



Me:“fuckyou”

Bayanda:“I’lltellBeth”

Me:“yousuchadog!”

Beth:“tellmewhat”Ilookedathim

Bayanda:“thathelovesyou”dadlaughedIshothim

adaggerheputhishandup

Beth:“don’tmakeafooloutofmeBayanda”

Bayanda:“Ilovehowyoupronouncemyname”

Dad:“shesoundsfunny”

Me:“nehitjustrollsonhertonguesayitagainbaby”

shegiggled

AndthankyouJesustopicchanged!

Beth:“no”Ipulledhercheek

Youknow thatmomentwhenyoulookatyour

partnerandyoulikedangIlovethisperson.That



happenedeverytimeIlookedatBethevenwhenshe

mademeangry

Me:“Iloveyou”

Beth:“loveyoutoo”shemouthed

Dad:“Bayandabroughtagirlhomethisweekend”

BethandIlookedatbayandashocked

Bayanda:“thatdon’tmakeitmorethenwhatitis”

Me:“whodidyoubring”

Bayanda:“Wendy”

Me:“youspentthewholeweekendwithher”

Bayanda:“Iwasbored”

Dad:“she’sprettysonand youneed asteady

relationship”

Bayanda:“Iam finewithmylifeasitissirand

besidesImightbeinlovewithsomeone”weallsaid



wowthesametimeIhadneverheardmybrother

sayinghisinlovehewasalwaysinfatuated

Me:“whoisshe”

Bayanda:“fezeka”

Me:“th..”

Bayanda:“yes”

Me:“bayandano”

.

#Zama

*

*

Itwasafewweekslaterwehadjustcameback

fromEasterholidayswhichIfeltwerejusttooshort!

ItwasjustoneweekthatIspentburiedinmybooks.

IwasbusywatchingGleesingingalongwhileeating



whensomeoneknockedoncethengotinIjust

smiledinvoluntarywhenIsawhisface

Bandile:“heybabes”

Me:“heyyou”heclosedthedoorlockingitasusual

Bandile:“missedyouthisweek”

Me:“itwasjustoneshortweek”helaidonthebed

nexttomeeatafewofmyfries

Bandile:“Iguessyoudidn’tmissme”

Me:“Idid”

Bandile:“itdidn’tlooklikeImeanwehardlyspokeon

thephone”

That’sbecauseyourphonewasalwaysoff!!

Me:“Itriedcalling”

Bandile:“okaysohowwashomeandeveryone”I

smiledandlookeddownonhim



Me:“itwasallgood”hemovedthelaptopandpulled

metolaynexttohimIputmyburgeronthedesk

Bandile:“I’vereallymissedyou”wekissedslowly

BandileandIweretogethernowit’sbeen3weeks

sinceIagreedtobeinarelationshipwithhimIknew

hehadhiswhitegirlbutIdidntcareIalsolovedhim

hewasmyfirstkissmyfirstboyfriendandIplanned

onhavinglotofnewfirstswithhim

Me:“mmh”hepulledoutofthekissandkissedmy

nose

Bandile:“whereismyburgerandwhydidn’tyoutell

meyouintownIwouldhavepickedyouup”

Me:“dadboughtthisformemysiblingswanted

mcflurrysohedrovepastmcDandboughtusfood

whentheyweredroppingmeoff”

Bandile:“okay”hesatupandtookmyburgerstarted

eatingit



Me:“Bandile!”

Bandile:“peopleinarelationshipsharemylove”he

tookanotherbitethengavemetobiteIgiggledand

tookasmallbitehekeptondoingthatuntilitwas

finished

Me:“I’mstillhungry”

Bandile:“we’llgobuyfoodlaterokay”

Me:“okay”

Bandile:“nowcomehere”hepulledtositonhim I

waswearinganumbrellaskirtwekissedagainI

honestlylovedkissinghim ifitwereuptohim I

would kiss me every minute ofthe day he

unbuttonedmyshirtandpusheditoffmeinaswift

moveIwasunderhiminjustmypantiesthebuglein

hisjeanswasdoingforeignthingstomybodyhe

keptonmovingontopofmethatIfoundmyself

lettingoutasoundI’veneverletoutbeforeIwas



actuallyMOANING!!Hepulledbackandlookedat

mewithhiseyesevensmallerandred

Me:“what’swrong”hechuckledandlookeddown

hisjeansIfollowedhiseyes“oh”

Bandile:“Iloveyou”hecamebacktomyfacewe

kissedagainhetookoffhist-shirtmybodyshivered

whenhisskintouchedminehefeltsowarm Iheld

ontohimhetookoffhisjeanshestartedkissingmy

neckwhilehewasbusyrubbingonmycliteverypart

ofmybodyfeltsensitivetherewassomuchgoing

onIdidn’tknow whichfeelingtoconcentrateon

whenhetriedtopulldownmypantyIheldontoit

Bandile:“babes?”

Me:“hayiBandile”

Bandile:“hayi?”Inoddedhegroanedasifinpain

“whynot”

Me:“I’m notreadyforthatandIdon’twanttofall



pregnant”

Bandile:“Ihavecondoms”

Me:“nonotyet”

Bandile:“when”

Me:“Idon’tknow”

Bandile:“givemeatimeframesoI’llknowthatI

shouldgetsomeonewhowilltakecareofmeuntil

when”

Me:“wow”Idon’twanttoliethatseriouslyhurtmeI

pushedhimoffmethenpulledathrowovermybody

afterafewminutesofsilenceIwasevenstartingto

fallasleephepulledmeclosertohim holdingme

behind

Bandile:“I’msorrythatwasashittythingtosayand

I’mreallysorryIwouldn’tdothattoyou”

Me:“justdon’trushmepleaseI’m scaredandwe



juststartedbeingtogetherlikeaminuteago”

Bandile:“youhavenothingtobescaredoffI’dnever

hurtyoubutIunderstand”

Me:“thankyou”heturnedmearoundandremoved

thethrowpullingthecomforteroverusIhadmy

faceonhischestandourthighsbetweeneachother

Bandile:“Iloveyoubabesokaydon’tforgetit”

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”hekissedmyhead

PART6UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Bayanda

*

*

Iwaswaitingforfezekawehadjustfinishedour

June exams Ihad basically spentthe whole



semestertryingtogethertogooutwithandshe

finallyagreedtogooutwithmesoIwaswaitingin

mycardownstairsshedidn’twantmetocomeup

becauseofherdaughterandIrespectedthatIwas

justexcitedthatshefinallyagreed.Isawhercoming

outthe frontentrance she looked flawlessly

beautifulinapeachshortdressthatdidwondersfor

herlightskinnedcurveybody,Igotoutmycarand

watchedherwalkingtomeherlongweaveslightly

bouncing

Me:“youlookwow fezekayoubreathtaking”she

blushed

Fezeka:“thankyou”Iopenedthedoorforhershe

gotinIsawherexposedbackallthewaytothe

bumpwhereherassstartsanditwasafuckinghuge

juicyassthatIwishIcouldjustburrymyfaceonI

closedthedoorandwalkedtomysideslowlywitha

smirkonmyfacecauseIknewshewaslookingat



me.IgotinandbuckledupIlookedatherherdress

hadwentupsinceshewassittingandheryellow

thighswereoutthereexposed

Me:“youtryingtokillme”shegiggled

Fezeka:“justdrivebayanda”Istartedthecarand

droveoffwewenttobertouaorderedandourfood

camewestartedeating

Me:“youlookreallybeautifulandI’msohappyyou

finallydecidedtoletmetakeyouout”

Fezeka:“younotmystudentanymore”

Me:“soyoudidn’twanttogooutwithmebecause

youweremylecturer”

Fezeka:“yeah”

Me:“wowtalkaboutmorality”

Fezeka:“andbecauseyoualwayshaveyourtongue

downsomegirlsthroat”



Me:“areyoujealous”sheblushedandlookedawayI

chuckled“sojealous”

Fezeka:“Iwasnot”Iraisedmyeyebrowshegiggled

“whatdoyouwantfrommebayanda”

Me:“youmightpourthatwineonfaceifItellyou”

Fezeka:“tellme”Igotclosertoherface

Me:“Iwantyounakedundermescreamingwithyour

nailsburiedinmybackandmydickburiedsodeeply

in yourwarm tightpussysoaking me in”her

breathingpickedupherfaceturnedredherforehead

wassweatingshepressedherthighstogether

Fezeka:“bayanda”shewhispered

Me:“youasked,doyouhaveanyideahowlongI’ve

wantedtohavetohearyoucalloutmynamewhile

gaspingforair”

Fezeka:“canweleave”shekeptmovingonherseatI



satbackwithasmileonmyfacepointedtoherplate

withmyfork

Me:“eatupsweetcheeks”

Fezeka:“illbeback”shetookherbagandwentto

bathroom IfollowedherIlookedforanoccupied

stallandtherewasjustoneIknocked

Fezeka:“I’min”

Me:“letmein”sheopenedthedoorIgotin“what’s

wrong”

Fezeka:“uhm…Nothing..”Ipushedheronthewall

pinnedherarmsdownaboveherhead“bayanda”

shepantedIusedmyotherhandpulledupherdress

pressingmythighonherpussyshegasped“Baya”

Me:“Ihaven’tdoneanything”Ibrushedherpussy

mutteringacurseshewaswearinglace

Fezeka:“please”shemoanedIpulledbackkeepinga



distancebetweenus

Me:“I’msorryI’llbeatthetable”Iwalkedoutwentto

sitonthetablethinkingaboutwhatjusthappened

Ilovehertomuchandrespecthertomuchtodoher

inarestauranttoilet

Shecamebackafterawhileandsatdownshe

gulpedherwineandpouredanotherglassgulpingit

sametimethenbreathedout

Me:“I’msorry”

Fezeka:“don’tdothat”shehalfshoutedIlooked

around“youdon’tgettomakememeltthennotput

metogether”

Me:“finisheatingthenIcanputyoutogether”I

couldn’ttheamusementinmyvoice“butifyoudon’t

behaveI’llleaveyoulikethat”

Fezeka:“Ihateyourightnow”



Me:“wellIloveyou”shelookedatmehereyes

poppingout

Fezeka:“you…..Youlo….Youloveme”

Me:“you think Iwould chase you the whole

semesterjustforpussy”Ichuckled“honeyhaveyou

seenmearoundcampusI’m alwayssurroundedby

girlsI’mnotinneedofthat.IloveyoufezekaI’min

lovewithyou”

Fezeka:“whydidn’tyoutellmebefore”

Me:“wouldithavechangedanything”

Fezeka:“yes…No…Idon’tknowbayandabutyou

shouldhavetoldme”

Me:“wellnow youknow”shenoddedIcalleda

waitressoveraskedforthebill

Fezeka:“I’molderthanyou9yearsolderthanyou”

Me:“Idon’tcare,doyoucare?”Shelookeddown



playingwithhernails

Fezeka:“peoplewilljudge”

Me:“Istilldon’tcare”Ipaid

Fezeka:“idocare”

Me:“thenit’sonyou.Let’sleave”Iwasreallypatient

withherbutGoddammitshewasdrivingmeinsane

IstoodupandleftleavingherbehindIwaitedinthe

carafterafewminutesshegotinIdroveoff

Fezeka:“bayanda”

Me:“don’tsayaword”Idroveinsilencealltheway

toWestvilleIparkedoutsideherflatsshedidn’tget

offIlookedathershewasplayingwithhernailslike

afuckingteenager

Me:“whatdoyouwantfezeka!!”

Fezeka:“don’tshoutatme”

Me:“bye”



Fezeka:“mxm whatever”shewalkedbangingthe

doorIwatchedheruntilshewasinthenIdroveoffin

aspeedwhilecallingBandile

Bandile:“bro”

Me:“whereareyou”helaughed

Bandile:“dateendedsoearly”

Me:“wherethefuckareyou”

Bandile:“azar”

Me:“I’m coming”Idroppedthecallmadeauturn

drovetoazar

.

#Zama

*

*

IwasoutwithBandile,Emily,Sbo,Mbali,Zinhle,



Wendy,SizweitwasFridayeveryonewasdonewith

examssowewerecelebratingitwasmy3rdtimein

aclubBandilehadtakenmebeforesometimeshe

gotalittletoocontrollingandmademestayatthe

communewhilehewentout.Iwassittingnextto

BandileOurrelationshipwasgreatIwasmorein

lovewithhimtheneverandIknewhelovedme

Sbo:“woahthere’sbayanda”hestoppedupand

wavedathimIsawWendysmilingshereallyloved

himanditwassadtowatch

Bayanda:“what’sup”hepouredhimselfvodkaand

mixeditafterdrinkingstraightfromit

Wendy:“areyouokay”

Bayanda:“yeahcomehere”shewenttohimandsat

onhislaptheykissed

Me:“I’mgonnagotothetoilet”Itriedtostandupbut

stumbledalittlethoseicetropezwerereallystrongI



hadonlyhad2

Bandile:“comeonlet’sgo”hestoodandsnakedhis

armaroundmywaist“I’mcuttingyouoff”

Me:“okay”helookedatmeshockedIknowhewas

expectingmetofighthim Idon’tknow whybut

BandilemademestubbornhewaitedoutsidewhileI

didmybusinessinsidethenIgotouthewasbusy

talkingtosomegirlshewasgigglingnonstopit

mademyinsidesclenchthiswasoneofthethingsI

hatedabouthimhewastoogoodlookingandgirls

lovedhim

Me:“Bandile”

Bandile:“ohyoudonemylove”thegirllookedatme

sizingmeupIrolledmyeyes

Me:“canwego”

Bandile:“sure”heheldmywaistandkissedmylips

softlythenwestartedwalkingtowardstheothers



Me:“Iturnmybackforoneminuteyoualready

entertainingothergirls”

Bandile:“funnycauseyouknowIonlyhaveeyesfor

you”wegottotheothers

Sbo:“allI’msayingisyoucan’treallyhavethatmuch

ass”hepointedtothegirlthatwastwerkingfor

someguy“andhavethatkindafaceitwrongandnot

fairtoallhumanrace”wealllaughedthegirlhada

hugeassandhipsbutthefacewasapurewrong

turn

Bayanda:“thetypagirlwhenyouintroducetoyour

friendsyouwishyoucouldmakeherturnaroundso

theyseetheassfirstandthefacelast”welaughed

Sbo:“guysmeetNikkythebootyImeanmygirl”they

laughed

Me:“youaremean”

Sbo:“asyougirlsaremean”



Mbali:“Iam notmeanbaby”Sbochuckledkissing

hercheek

Sbo:“saysyoubaby!Rememberwhatyoudidto

Katie”theyalllaughed

Mbali:“shedeservedit!!”

Bandile:“thepoorgirldidn’tgotocampusthewhole

monthbecauseofyou”

Mbali:“it’snotmyfaultshecouldn’tfacepeople”

Me:“whatdidMbalido”Iwhisperedtobandile

Bandile:“shefoundKatie’snudepicturesinSbo’s

phoneandpostedthemonline”

Me:“ouch!”

Mbali:“shewasfuckingmyman!!Ihadeveryright

to”

Sbo:“yeahbabyyoufightforyourman”hesaid

whilelaughing



Me:“andthenSbowalkedawayfree”sheshrugged

hershoulders

That’sthethingwithusgirlsourmencheatsandwe

blametheothergirlnotourguywehateherwantto

hurtherbecausehehashurtme

Bandile:“let’sdance”hestoodupandtookmyhand

wewenttothedancefloorheheldmywaistand

startedgrindingIwasusedtobandiledryhumping

me we had done justabouteverything sexual

besidespenetration

Me:“Ineedwater”

Bandile:“okaymylove”heheldmychinwekissed

thenhewenttothebarwhileIwasmovedaround

thedancefloorsomeonegrabbedmyassIturnedto

shovehimoffbutheheldmywaist

Guy:“itjustadancesweetheart”

Me:“letgoofme”hepulledmecloser



Guy:“comeonIknowyouwantit”

Me:“fuckoff”Itriedpushinghim offmebuthe

didn’tmoveBandilepulledhisshoulderandpunched

him onhisfacetheguystumbledbackbandile

punchedhim againtwicehefelleveryonemoved

Bayandacamerunningbandilewaskickingtheguy

repeatedlyandpulledhimback

Bayanda:“gonow”bandiletookmyhandandranout

pullingmewithhimluckilyIwaswearingthickheels

wegotinhiscarandhedroveoff

Me:“baby”hisknuckleshadblood

Bandile:“I’mokay”hisphonerangitwasconnected

ontheBluetoothheanswered

Bayanda:“donotgohome”

Bandile:“wasgoingtothecommuneanyway”

Bayanda:“werightbehindyou”



Bandile:“cool”wedrovetothecommuneIcleaned

hishandsBayandaandtherestcamebackwith

alcoholweendedupdrinkinginthetvroomIcould

tellbayandawasworriedabouthisbrotherhekept

onlookingathim.

Thesunwasstartingtocomeoutwhenweallwent

toourroomswhenIlockedthedoorBandilelifted

meupIwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaistashe

tookmetobed

Bandile:“didItellyouhowbeautifulyoulooktoday”

Me:“justabouthundredtimes”

Bandile:“youarebeautiful”wekissedwhiletaking

eachother’sclothesoffbandile’sbodywastoned

whenIwascompletelynakedhestartedkissingme

frommyfeetuplightlybitingmeuntilhegottomy

kukuhesniffeditfirstandgroanedinappreciation

asalwayswhenhepressedhistongueonmyclitmy



bodyshiveredheatemeupIstillholdinghishead

withmyeyesshutwhenheremovedhistongueand

slideinhisfingerIletoutamoanImovedback

whenIfeltthe2ndone

Bandile:“it’sokay”

Me:“don’thurtme”

Bandile:“trustme”heputitinIletoutaloudermoan

ithadalwaysbeenonefinger,hemovedhisfingers

inandoutandincircleswhilesuckingandflicking

histongueonmyclituntilIfeltitexplodingfrom

withinmeIcalledouthisnamewhilemybodyjerked

asIcame.Hecleanedmeupwithhistonguethen

cameupkissingmywaistallthewayuptomylips

wekissedIcouldtastemyselfonhistonguehe

pulledbackandlookedatmeitwasthatlookthathe

alwaysgivesmewhenhewantsustogofurtherhe

kissedmynose



Bandile:“let’ssleeplove”

Me:“goon”

Bandile:“hhu?”

Me:“don’tstopcarryonIwanttodoitwithyounow”

Bandile:“baby”Ipusheddownhisboylegswithmy

feetheshimmedoutofthem“Idon’thavecondoms”

Me:“oh”

Bandile:“wait”heworehisjeansandgotoutIgot

underthecomforterandthoughtlikethiswasitI

wasfinallylosingmyvirginityat19Imeanthat’snot

bad,right?Girlsouttherelosethemearlierages

Bandilegotbackandlockedthedoorhetookoffhis

jeansandhisdicksprungfreelyIswallowedsaliva

thatthingwashugeIhadseenitbeforebutnever

withthethoughtofitgettinginmytinywholeI

started2ndguessingthiswholethingheputonthe



condomthencamebacktobed

Bandile:“yousotensed”

Me:“justdon’thurtmeplease”henoddedwekissed

whilehesqueezedmybreastsrubbingandhitting

myclitwithhisdickthenIfeltittryingtoopenupmy

wallsIshutmyeyestightlytryingtoignorethepain

butwhenhewentinpainshotthroughoutmybodyI

criedoutloudly

Bandile:“I’msorryI’msosorry”

Me:“ohmygod!Getoffme”helookedatmeIwas

intearshewipedmythemthenkissedmyeyes

Bandile:“I’m sorryitwillgetbetter”wekissedhe

movedbackIwincedinpainhepushedbackineven

hislipscouldn’tmufflethecryofpainthatcameout

ofmymouthhekeptonmovingslowlyIwasjust

cryingandprayinghefinishesupquicklyafterwhat

feltlikeacenturyhefinallydidhekissedmy



foreheadthenpulledtolayontopofhim

Bandile:“I’msorryIloveyou”

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”

Bandile:“whatcanIdotohelp”mybodywas

shaking

Me:“nothing”

Bandile:“don’thate”

Me:“Idon’t”hedrewpatternsonmybodyuntilIfell

asleep

.

#Bandile

*

*

AfteranamazingweekendIspentwithZamaI

wishedIcouldrescheduleourtripbutIcouldn’t



everythingwasplannedandBethwasexcitedabout

spendingtimewithoumasoMondaynightafter

loadingourbagsinmycarIdrovetogoingtoBeth’s

housebayandaandIloadedBeth’sbagswhileshe

saidhergoodbyestothefamilywhenshewasdone

weallgotinthecarIdroveoffbayandaandI

changedturnsandwearrivedinmiddleburgat6:20

oumaandoupawerealreadywaitingforusbythe

door

Ouma:“ohgraciouslordbethyisthatyouangelwhy

didn’tanyonetellmeyoucoming”theyhuggedwhile

hetookoutourbag

Beth:“wantedtosurpriseyououmaI’vemissedyou

sobad”

Ouma:“notasmuchasIhavemissedyouhaven’t

seenyousince… Wellyouknow whenwelost

Andre”



Me:“oumanienouasseblief”(Notnowplease)

Beth:“hyniediegevalgraagdaaroorpraat”(he

doesn’tliketalkingaboutit)

Oupa:“jyseunsvykvolwasse”(youboyslookgrown)

Bayanda:“ekgaanbedtoe”(I’mgoingtobed)

Me:“metoowewilltalklateritbeenalongdrive”we

allwentinthehouse

MyoumaisxhosashecametoMpumalangforjob

reasonsandmetmyoupawhoiswhitetheyfellin

lovegotmarriedhadtwobabiesmydadanduncle

Marcus

WegotinmyroomItookmyclothesoffandthrew

myselfinbedandBethjoinedmeIheldhereven

thoughIkindawishedIwasholdingZamaIjust

couldn’tgetheroutofmymind

Beth:“Iloveyou”



Me:“Iloveyoumore”shekissedmeIknewwhere

thiswasgoingIwashonestlynotinthemood“let’s

resthoneyIamtired”

Beth:“Icandoallthework”shesaidgettingontop

ofmeshewasalreadynaked

Me:“Bethany”

Beth:“yes”shetookoffmyboyleg

Me:“babycomeon”shesuckedmydickinmy

mouthanditgrewimmediatelyBethhadcrazyblow

jobskillsIwasgroaningandpantinglikeabitch

whenIclosetocomingshedownlettingmydick

slideinherstarteddoingmereservescowgirlstyle

itdidn’ttakelongformetocomerightaftershedidI

alsodidthenshelaidontopofmeIcouldfeel

myselfdriftingofftosleep

Beth:“youwereright”

Me:“about”



Beth:“theinjectionIdidn’ttakeitlast3monthsand

I’vebeenfeelingalittleundertheweatherbabyIjust

don’twanttojinxituntilwe’veseenadoctorbut

there’sapossibility”

Me:“let’stalklater”IshutmyeyesIwastootiredto

thinkaboutBethbeingpregnant

PART7UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Bandile

*

*

IwaswokenupbysomeoneslappingmeIjustknew

itwasbayandaIkickedhim hardhegroanedand

pulledmebymyhairIgotoffthebedwestarted

fightingwefoughtuntiloupapulledusapartthenhe

slappedthelivingshitoutofus



Oupa:“cleanyourselvesup”hewalkedoutbayanda

andIlookedateachhehadablueeyeandIhada

bustedlipwelaughedloudly

Bayanda:“youneedtoputmoreenergyintoyour

punches”heillustratedInodded

Me:“youneedtobefasterandkeepyourface

protectedyoutaketooslowtopunchitshouldcome

offfastandrepeatedlydon’tuseonehand”

Bayanda:“cool”wechuckled

Us:“yourkickingisgoodthough”wehugged

Bayanda:“it’sdinnertime”hewalkedoutIwentto

thebathroom washed myfacethenrinsed my

mouthwhenIwasdoneIputonmyslipperswent

downstairseveryonewassittingaroundthetable

eatingoumajustshookherheadIsatnexttoBeth

gaveherasoftpeck

Ouma:“youtwoneedtogrowupyour’llareruining



eachother’sbeautifulfaces”

Bayanda:“girlslovescars”

Ouma:“itneedstostop!”

Me:“Imissedyourcookingouma”

Ouma:“don’teventryitTucker”oupachuckled

Me:“Itried”BethgigglednexttomeIlookedather

withasmileonmyfaceIlovedthisgirlwithmyallI

wastakenbyZamabutBethwasitforme

Oupa:“stopstaringatthepoorgirl”Ilookedaround

everyonewaslookingatme

Me:“she’smineI’m entitledtoit”BethblushedI

kissedhercheekwecarriedoneatingoverlight

conversations

.

#Fezeka



*

*

OnceagainIspentaweekendsulkingoverbayanda

evenMfunekoandLisacouldn’tgetmeoutofmy

funkIjustdidn’twanttodoanythingtheywentout

bythemselves and Mfuneko kepthis daughter

entertaineditwasTuesdayIbreathedoutinirritation

Iwantedtocallhim sobadlybuthehadn’tbeen

answeringmycallsandIcalledeverydaysincethe

dateonFridaynightIdialedhisnumberandpatiently

waitedforittoringtovoicemailIwasabouttogive

upwhenheanswered

Bayanda:“ja”

Socold!!

Me:“hihowareyou”

Bayanda:“I’mait”Ibreathedout



Me:“I’m sorry”Iheard someone speaking in

Afrikaansherepliedinafrikaans

Bayanda:“yeahit’scool,isthatall?”

Me:“BayandaI’mapologizing”

Bayanda:“andI’msayingcool”Ilostmycool

Me:“stopbeingachild!!”Hechuckled

Bayanda:“isn’tthatwhyyouwon’tbewithme

becauseI’m achildandyoucaremoreaboutwhat

peopleareyougoingtosaythenyourownemotions

ImeanforgethowImakeyoufeelaslongaspeople

approveright”Isighed

Me:“Bayaplease”

Bayanda:“justleavemealonefezekastopcalling

meplease”hedroppedthecallfreshtearsswamout

ofmyeyesIputmyfaceonthepillow toavoid

crying outloudlyitwas reallyhurting me my



bedroomdooropenedIquicklytriedtocalmmyself

whenIheardhertinyfootsteps

Lisa:“mommy”Iwipedmyfaceonthepillowthen

satup

Me:“yesbaby”

Lisa:“whenareweleaving”

Me:“nowcomeonlet’sgo”Itookherhandwalked

outMfunekowassittingonthecouch

Mfuneko:“yougirlsready”hecameinsohecanhelp

withthelongdrivehome

Lisa:“yestatam”Mfunekochuckledliftingherup

Me:“youloadedeverythinginthecar”

Mfuneko:“yeplet’sgo”Igrabbedmyhandbagwe

wentouthelockedupwewenttothecarofdrove

off

.



#Bandile

*

*

ItbeentwoweekssincewewerehereandIwas

lovingeverymomentofitIlikeddurbanitwasfast

andfunbutMiddleburgwashomeitgavemetimeto

sitdowntoreflectonthingsfindmyselfandhaving

mywifeywithmewasjusticingonthetopitwas

likeBethandareinacouple’sretreat.Thosetwo

weeksgotuscloserweevengotachancetospeak

calmlyaboutAndrewithoutraisinghervoiceatme

andblamingmeforlosinghim oumaandoupa

spoketoustheysharedtheirlovestoryitwastruly

fascinating and itmademerealizethatIlove

BethanytothemoonandbackandIwillspendthe

restofmylifewithherwhichbringsmetothis

moment



Me:“areyousureImeanyoulovethisring”

Ouma:“yesIdojustlikeyourgreatgreatgrandma

did”shewasgivingmeherengagementringithad

been in james family for generations and

generations

Me:“Bethwillloveit”

Ouma:“youtheonlygrandsonIhavethatisina

properrelationshipandweallloveBeth”

Me:“butmahI’mstillastudentIdon’tthinkIcando

thislikehowamIsupposedtotakecareofher”

Ouma:“nothingwillchangebesidesherandthebaby

movingin”

Me:“shetoldyoushe’spregnant”shegiggled

Ouma:“noIcantellthoughhaveyouguyschecked”

Me:“nowewillwhenwegethome”shenodded

Ouma:“takeitTuckeryoudon’thavetopropose



now”

Me:“thankyou”Ikissedhercheek“thankyouthank

yousomuchyou’vesavedmelotofmoney”we

laughed

Ouma:“justgivemebeautifulgrandkidsthishouse

isjustlonelynowthatyouandTylerleft”Ichuckled

Me:“I’llgiveyouasoccerteamaslongasBethany

agrees”

Ouma:“shewillgivemeanythingIwant”

Me:“thentalktoherbecauseIamamachine”

Ouma:“toomuchinformationbandile”

Me:“Iloveyouma’Bhengu”shepushedmelightly

Ouma:“yousoundjustlikeAndrew”shesmiled“go

onIneedtonap”

Me:“okaylater”Ikissedherheadandwalkedout

puttingtheringinmypocketIwentdownstairs



outsideinthebackyardBethwastherewithBayanda,

LivyandJakemycousinsIsatbehindBethpulled

closelybetweenmylegskissedherneck

Bandile:“youwanamarryme”shegiggledtheyall

lookedatmeasifI’mstupid

Bayanda:“wowbro”

Livy:“notcool”

Me:“shutupclownsI’maskingmygirl”

Beth:“yesIdo”

Me:“cool”

Jake:“areyouproposingTucker”

Me:“nah”BethlookedatmeItookastringofher

hairtuckeditbehindherear“Iloveyou”

.

Itfew dayslaterwewerebackindurbanitwas



Beth’sbirthdayasusualJessalynwasplanningan

overthetoppartyIhadtakenheroutyesterdayon

FridaythedayofherbirthdayitwasnowSaturday

thedayofthepartyIkeptstaringathershewas

asleepwithhermouthpoutingherlonglashes

touchinghercheekboneIbrushedhercheekher

eyesopenedallbigandblue

Me:“goodmorningbeautiful”shesmiledandheld

myneckbringingmyfacetoherswekissedafter

awhileIpulledbackandgaveherasoftpeck“you

sleptwellbaby”

Beth:“yeah”Iwentdownkissedherstomachyepher

doctorconfirmedshewas9weekspregnantwe

haven’ttoldanyonewellbesidesBayandaIcan’t

hideanythingfromthatidiot

Me:“Iloveyouguys”

Beth:“weloveyoutoonowhowaboutyougetusa



cupoftea”

Me:“that’sall”

Beth:“yesplease”Igaveherasoftpeckgotoutthe

bedIputonsweatpantsthenwentdownstairsI

foundmam’sophieeatinginthekitchenIkissedher

cheekwehadsmalltalkwhileImadeBethhergreen

teawithhoneythentookituptomyroom

Me:“baby”

Beth:“closet”Iwenttherefoundherstaringat

herselfinthemirrorwithhertopup“I’mstartingto

showbaby”

Me:“Ican’tseeanythingit’sjusthard”

Beth:“maybeI’mbeingparanoid”

Me:“youare,herehaveyourteasoIcantakeyou

homedon’twantyourmomyellingatme”

Beth:“Iwanttoskipthepartythisyear”



Me:“don’tdothat”Ikissedherhotlips“Idon’t

understandhowyoudrinkteaittastesawful”

Beth:“evenfrommymouth”

Me:“evenfromyourmouth”shesmiled“drinkupour

sonisthirsty”

Beth:“it’snotaboy”

Me:“itisIcanfeelit”wewalkedouttheclosetshe

wentoutsideonthebalconywhileImadethebed

thenwenttoprepareahotbubblebathforher

“comebathbaby”

Beth:“joinme”

Me:“Iwon’tsayno”Iliftedherupkissedher

Beth:“Iwantyounow”Ipulleddownherpjpantsput

heronthecouchbangedherhardafterweboth

reachedourclimaxwetookabaththenIwentto

dropheroffathomethenIwentbackhomethiswas



itiproposingtohertonightinfrontofherfamilyand

friendsItookanapafterdowningdoubleshotof

tequila.

ItwaslaterwhenIpulledupatBeth’shomethe

drivewaywasfilledwithcarsIparkedgotoffitwas

alreadypackedwithpeopleBayandaanddadwere

alreadythereIwasn’tupforitthepeoplewere

makingmesweatIjustwentuptoBeth’sroomafter

awhileshegotinwithaglass

Beth:“it’svodkawithlemonadejustlikehowyou

loveit”

Me:“thankyoulove”Iputtheglassdownpulledher

to me by herwaist“you look breathtakingly

beautiful”sheblushed

Beth:“thankyou”

Me:“godownI’llbethereinaminute”

Beth:“areyouokaybaby”



Me:“Iloveyou”

Beth:“Iloveyou”Itooktheglassgulpeddownthe

drink

Me:“let’sgo”shegavemeasoftpeckwewent

downstairsthepartywentonbeautifullyitwastime

formetomakeatoastjustlikethelast2yearsI

pulledherclosetomeandlookeddownathereven

inheelsIwasstilltallerthanher

Me:“Idon’thavemuchtosaybesidesthathappy

birthdaymylifeandIlove”Iraisedmyglass“tothe

mostbeautifulwomanintheuniverse”

Everyone:“cheers”Iputmyglassdownandwenton

oneknee

Beth:“ohGod!!!”

Me:“IloveyouBethanyI’velovedfromthefirstday

I’vemetyouyou’vemademethehappiestmanalive

Ican’tthankyouenoughyoumylifemyqueenmy



everythingallwrappedinone.Myheartusedtobeat

foryouandnowitbeatsforyouandourbaby”I

touchedherstomachpeoplegasped“youarean

amazinghumanandIknowyouwillbeanamazing

wifeandmothersoinallandallBethanyMeredith

MarlowwillyoumakemethehappiestIhaveever

beenandtakemysurnamemarryme”sheputout

hershakinghandcryingandnodding

Jessalyn:“sayyes!!!!”Peoplelaughed

Beth:“yes”Iputontheringthenstoodupkissedher

hardwhilespinningheraround

.

#Zama

*

*

IheldthepillowtightlycryingsilentlyasIlookedat



thevideoofBandileproposingtoBethhewas

marryingherandshewaspregnantthevideowasall

overInstagramalongwithphotostheylookedsoin

loveandhappyIcriedharderasIlookedatthehome

pregnancytestnexttomeIguessnowIknowwhy

hisphonewasoffthewholeschoolvacation

PART8UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Zama

*

*

IwasstillcryingwhensomeoneknockedIquickly

threwthepregnancytestunderthebedandwiped

mytears

Me:“comein”Mbaligotinshe

Mbali:“ohGodyou’veheard”



Me:“how canhedothistomeMbaliwithno

warning”shecametomeandgavemeawarmtight

hugfreshtearsswamout

Mbali:“Iam sosorryZamayoudon’tdeservethis

youwerealwaystoogoodforhim I’m sorry”we

pulledapartshewipedmytears

Me:“doesithavetohurtlikethis”

Mbali:“tellmewhattodotomakeitbetter”

Me:“Ijustwanttosleep”

Mbali:“nonosleepingwegoingoutwegonnamake

youlookprettythenwewillgetsomeshoppingdone

undoyourultragetyourhairdonenicelyyouwillfeel

good”

Me:“nottodaymaybetomorrow”

Mbali:“wehavecampustomorrow”

Me:“ohlord!HowwillIfaceeveryone?Heshouldn’t



havemadeourrelationshipsopublicnoweveryone

willseemeasthegirlwhoseboyfriendgotengaged

withanothergirlthathegotpregnant”

Mbali:“fuckwhattheythink”Iwipedmytears

“BandilelovesyouZamaweallknowthatespecially

uswe’veseenhimwithdifferentgirlsbutyouwere

differentforhimjustthatBethisBeththey’vebeen

togetherforalongtimeandhisfamilyapprove…

OkayIdon’tthinkIamhelping”

Me:“noit’sfineIjustneedthisdaytocryaboutitso

Icangetoverit”

Mbali:“I’msorryboo”

Me:“thankyou”

Mbali:“ifithelpsSbocheatedonmeaswellwithhis

exfrombackathome”

Me:“didhemakeherpregnantandpropose?Isitall

oversocialmedia?”



Mbali:“I’msorry”

Me:“yourightlet’sgoout”

Mbali:“town?”

Me:“yes”

Mbali:“greatgetdressedI’llgochangeoutofthis

dress”

Me:“okay”shewentoutIwenttothebathroom

washedmyfacewentbacktomyroom Igot

dressedinrippedbum shortawhitevestandhis

denim jacketwhichwaslikeacardiganItiedmy

ultrainalosebunandworemywhitesuperstarsmy

phonerangitwasBandileIdidn’tanswerIwasjust

sonervousandconfusedhecalledagainItookit

withshakeyhandsandanswered

Me:“h…he…hello”

Bandile:“hiI’mpullingupinvarsitydrivewillbethere



in9secondscanyouwaitformeoutside”

Me:“why”heclearedhisthroat

Bandile:“I’mherepleasecomeout”

Me:“Idon’twantto”

Bandile:“Zamagcina”hesaidfirmly

Me:“I’m coming”Idroppedthecalltookthekeys

wentoutlockingIwenttoMbali’sroomandknocked

Sboopenedhalfnaked

Sbo:“Zama”

Me:“where’sMbali”sheshowedherfaceshewas

fixingherhair

Mbali:“youready?Youlookbeautiful”

Me:“uhmBandileishereI’llgospeaktohimfirst”

Mbali:“okay”Inoddedandwentouthewasparked

bythestreetstandingoutsidehiscarIwalkedtohim



hejustsmiledmyheartdidflipbacksheopenedhis

armsIhatedmyselfwantingthecomfortI’llgetfrom

beinginhisarmsIwentinthem hewrappedthem

aroundmeholdingmetightlyhesmelledamazingas

usual

Bandile:“I’vemissedyousobad”hepulledbackand

cuppedmyfacewekisseditfeltsogoodInearly

criedhishandswentunderthejackethegrabbedmy

assbroughtmeclosertohimImoanedheletouta

throatygroanandpickedmeupheputmeonthe

bonnetwekissedforawhilethenhepulledback

Bandile:“youlookbeautifulmylove”hepulledthe

jacketcloser

Me:“thankyou”helookedatmecuppingmyface

whilestrokingmycheekswithhisthumb

Bandile:“youheard”Inoddedtearsalreadyfillingmy

eyes“whatcanIdotomakethehurtgoawayIlove



youZamaIdon’twanttohurtyou”

Me:“youalreadydid”

Bandile:“I’msorry”

Me:“youproposedtoher”

Bandile:“she’spregnantanditnotthefirsttimeI

hadnochoicemygrandparentsforcedme”

Me:“whatifIwasalsopregnantwouldyoumarryus

both”

Bandile:“wellareyoupregnant”

Me:“I’masking”

Bandile:“areyoupregnantZama”

Me:“no”hebreathedout

Bandile:“Iloveyou”

Me:“youlovehermore”

Bandile:“IloveyouZamagcina”somethingjust



mademesubmitandwanttocrawlnexttohimand

neverquestionhimaboutanythingwheneverhesaid

myfullname

Me:“IloveyoutooIloveyousomuch”hewipedmy

tears

Bandile:“wereyougoingsomewhere”

Me:“domyhairandgetsomeshoppingdone”

Bandile:“I’lltakeyou”

Me:“I’mgoingwithMbali”

Bandile:“noI’mtakingyouIhaven’tseenyouinover

amouth”

Me:“younevercalledandyourphonewasalways

off”

Bandile:“I’msorryIforgotmyphoneathomewhen

weleft”IlookedathimandhewaslyingIcouldtell

hewaslying



Me:“okay”hepulledmedownandopenedthedoor

formeIgotinItookmyphoneandcalledMbali

whilehedroveoff

Mbali:“Zama”

Me:“sorrybutBandileistakingmetogetmyhair

done”

Mbali:“Ithoughtsomethinglikethatmighthappenit

cool”

Me:“I’msorryandthankyou”

Mbali:“don’tlethim sweettalkyouZamaIknow

howheis”

Me:“wewilltalklater”Idroppedthecall

Bandile:“Idon’twantpeopleinmybusinessZama

youknowthat”

Me:“she’sbeinghelpful”hegriddedhisteeth

Bandile:“Isee”Ilookedoutthewindow “hairor



shoppingfirst”

Me:“hair”

Bandile:“town”

Me:“yes”wegottotownwenttothesalonIundid

myultrawashedmyhairthendidthickstraightback

whenIwasdonehestood

Bandile:“youlookbeautifulbabybutmyasshurtsit

beenhours.WheredoIpay?”

Me:“there”wewalkedoverthecounterhepaidwe

left

Bandile:“itsuitsyouwithyourbigforehead”I

giggledandpushedhimlightly

Me:“it’snotthatbig”heputhisarmaroundmyneck

Bandile:“itcuteyoucute”wegotinthecarhedrove

offwhilewelistenedtopinkIwassingingalong

softlythisisoneofthethingsIlovedaboutbandile



wehadsametasteinmusicwewenttopavilion

startedwithlunchthenboughtsomeclothesBandile

hadtoomuchforastudentmyallowanceisr2500

butIavoidcertainshopsitthoseverysameshops

thathetookmetowheneverhetookmeshopping

wellhehasonlytakenmeshoppingtwice.Anywho

wefinishedshoppingwentbacktothecommunehe

threwhimselfonthebed

Bandile:“youmademeexhausted”hekickedoffhis

flux

Me:“youofferedtocomeandIthoughtyouwantme

tofittheclothesforyou”

Bandile:“later”hepulledmetohim Ifellontopof

him

Me:“yousleepingover”

Bandile:“yes”itwasalreadynight

Me:“okay”wekissedwhenhestartedtakingmy



clothesoffIpulledback“Ithoughtyouexhausted”

Bandile:“I’vemissedyou”Ismiledandkissedhim

.

#Bandile

*

*

AfteranexplosivesessionwithZamaIgotoffthe

bedshewasspreadoutonthebedlookingsleepy

andtiredItookoffthecondomandtieditsoIcan

goflushit

Zama:“comebacktobed”

Me:“wait”Istoodupandspankedherasswhich

jiggledsobeautifullyIpulledmyjeantheywere

surprisinglyunderthebedwhenIpickedthem upI

saw somethingItookitIthoughtmyeyeswere

deceivingmerightthereonthestickitwaswritten5



weekspregnantIsawmylifeendingslowly.This

wasnothappening!!NotnownotwhenBethisalso

pregnant!!JesusChrist!.Iheldmyheadpullingmy

hairwiththestickinmyhand

Zama:“Iwasgoingtotellyou”Ilookedathershe

waspanickingshealwaysbiteshernailswhen

panicking

Me:“Iaskedyouandyousaidyounotpregnant.Why

didyoulie?DammitZama!!”

Zama:“don’tyellatme”shestartedcrying

Me:“ohfuckZama!!Shit”Ishouldhavemadeher

drinkmorningafterpillwhenthecondombroke

Zama:“itnotmyfaultBandile”

Me:“wejustmetlikeyesterdayandI’mengagedI’m

havingababy”Isatdown“ohGodI’m dead”Beth

wasseriouslygoingtoleavemenowforgood



Zama:“I’msorry”

Me:“itnotyourfault”

Zama:“I’m scaredbandile”Ilaidonthebedand

pulledhertome

Me:“it’sokayI’m herewewillfindawayforward

together”

Zama:“myparentsaregoingtokillmebandileand

mybrotherwillbesodisappointeditbadenough

thatIbetrayedmypurityringandnowI’mpregnant”

Me:“thereareotheroptionsbaby”

Zama:“Ican’tBandileIcan’thaveanabortionI’ll

neverforgivemyself”Irolledusoverputtingher

underme

Me:“youdoingyourfirstyearasyou’vealwayssaid

yourparentstrustyouyourlittlesisterlooksupto

youandyourbrotherseesyouasnothingbuthis



innocentlittlesisteryouyourparentsangelallthey

wantforyouistomakesomethingofyourselfand

neverforgettheirteachings.I’m engaged and

expectingachildwithsomeoneelseI’m seriously

notsomeoneyourfamilywillapproveof.IloveyouI

loveyousomuchandIam hereforyouwhatever

decisionyoumakeI’llbeherewithyoueverystepof

thewayifyouwanttokeepthebabyorhavean

abortionityourchoicemylovebutyounotalone”I

wipedhertearsandkissedher

.

#Bayanda

*

*

IwasjustlayingaroundathomeboredIhadskipped

campusImeanitwasthefirstdayanywaynothing

muchwasgoingtohappenIreallymissedWendy



actuallyIdidn’tmissherIwasjustboredBandile

waswithZama“shouldn’tyoubeatschoolTyler”I

lookedoveratdadhewascomingdownthestairs

Me:“Idon’thaveclasses”

Dad:“cometoworkwithme”

Me:“andwhatdoIknowaboutmedicine”

Dad:“youhaveitinyourbloodyoujustdidn’twantto

embraceitcomelet’sgo”

Me:“letmeputonshoes”

Dad:“okayI’llbeincar”Iranuptomyroomputon

mysneakersgrabbedajacketwentoutaftersaying

byetomam’sophieIgotinthecaranddaddroveout

Dad:“whereisyourbrother”

Me:“withBethIthink”

Dad:“hebetternotmessthisupagain”



Me:“ithisrelationshipyouallshouldstopmeddling”

Dad:“hewasnotforcedtocommittoBethanynow

hehastodorightbythatgirlhehashurthertoo

manytimes”

Me:“mmh”

Dad:“andyouwhereisFezeka”

Me:“shesaysI’mtooyoung”

Dad:“there’snoageinrelationships”

Me:“tellherthatactuallyyoushoulddateandstop

beingsointoourbusinesses”helaughed

Dad:“I’mwaitingforsomeonespecial”

Me:“youwilldieifyoudon’treleaseallthose

sperms”hechuckled

Dad:“justbecauseI’mnotdatingdoesn’tmeanI’m

nothavingsex”



Me:“aha!FunnycauseI’veneverseenanylady

around”

Dad:“youtwoarehardlyeverhere”

Me:“pointtaken”myphonerang“Fezeka”dad

loweredthevolumeIhaven’tbeenansweringher

calls“hello”

Fezeka:“pleasecomeoverpleaseI’matthehospital

LisaishurtandI’mallalone”shewascrying

Me:“I’mcomingwhereareyou”

Fezeka:“ntabebi”

Me:“juststopcryingpleaseI’llbethere”Idropped

thecallandtolddadhedrovetheredroppedmeoff

attheentranceIcalledhershetoldmewheresheis

Iranthereshejustthrewherselfatmecryingmy

heartbrokesobadly

Fezeka:“therewassomuchbloodBayandaandshe



wouldn’tstopcrying”

Me:“whathappened”

Fezeka:“wewereshoweringshefellandhither

face”

Me:“I’msorrybabyshe’sgoingtobefine”

Fezeka:“shehastoBayaIcan’tlosemybaby”

Me:“youwon’tloseherIpromise”Iheldherchinand

kissedhersoftlysheheldontomyjacketand

deepenedthekisssomeoneclearedtheythroatwe

pulledapartitwasadoctor

Fezeka:“howsmydaughter”

Doc:“shewillbefinewestitchedherforeheadand

hernoseisbrokenrightnowshe’sdoingactscan

butIcanassureyoushewillbefine”IheldFezeka

closershewasshaking

Fezeka:“ctscanohgod”



Doc:“itnothingtoworryaboutwejustneedtomake

surebeforewedischargeher.I’llkeepyouposted

butitgoingtotakeawhile”sheleft

Me:“it’sokaybabyshe’sgoingtobejustfine”

Fezeka:“IhurtherlikethatI’mhermotherandIhurt

her”

Me:“it’snotyourfaultcomeonlet’ssitdown”Isat

onthecouchandpulledhertomylapshewas

wearingagownIpulleditcloser

Fezeka:“thankyouforcoming”

Me:“Iwouldn’tbeanywhereelse”shelookedatmy

lipsIbroughthercloserandkissedhershortly“so

whatyouwearingunderthisrobe”

Fezeka:“nothing”Igroanedshegiggled

Me:“I’lldie”

Fezeka:“IloveyouI’minlovewithyou”



Me:“but?”

Fezeka:“nobuts”IsmiledIcouldn’tbelievethis

Me:“mygirl”Ibreathedout

Fezeka:“yourgirl”

.

#Zama

*

*

Icouldn’tbelievethisaftertakingsometimetothink

clearlyaboutitImademydecisionandBandilewas

supportingmethroughitaftergettingthepillIwas

bleedinglikeacowthatwasjustslaughteredthe

amountofpainIwasinstillcouldn’tmeasureupto

theemotionalpainIwasfeelingafterthebleedingI

wenttotakeashowerwedidascantherewere

bloodclotstucksotherehadtovacuum itoutI



screamedloudlyfrom thepainevenwithBandile

holdingmyhandIfeltsolonelyanditwasfucking

painfulwhenitwasdoneIcleanedupgotdressedI

wasgivenaprescriptionlistBandilepaidheheldmy

handhelpedmegetinthecarhedroveoffwewent

tothepharmacyboughtthepillsthenwewentpass

mcDboughtfoodanddrovetothecommuneallin

silence.HepreparedahotbubblebathformeI

soakedmyselfinthewatercryingwhilehesatonthe

floorwithhisheadbetweenhislegswhenthewater

turnedcoldhecarriedmetomyroomwegotunder

thecovers

Bandile:“I’msorry”

Me:“pleasedon’tspeak”hesniffedhistearsmaking

myneckwet

PART9UNCONDITIONALLOVE



#Zama

*

*

Iwokeupscreamingfromanightmare

Bandile:“I’mhereI’mhere”Iwasalreadyinhisarms

Iwassweatymythroatwashurting“I’msorrylove”I

hadbeenhavingnightmareseversincetheabortion

for2monthsnowBandilekeptinsistingthatitmy

unconsciousnessplayingtricksonmebecauseI’m

feelingguilty

Me:“justletgoofmeBandile”hedidIgotoffthe

bedwalkedtothefridgedrankjuicestraightfrom

thebottlethenIwentbacktobedhekepthis

distancethatwasanotherthingsometimesIhated

him eventhesoundofhisvoiceannoyedmetoa

pointwhereIwouldjustcry

Bandile:“wasitthesame”Ikepthavingthesame



nightmareofafetusdrowninginblood

Me:“yes”

Bandile:“canIholdyouplease”Imovedback

pressingmybodyonhisandhecircleshisarms

aroundmehekissedmyhead“I’m sorryZamaI’m

sosorry”Ijustcriedsoftly“Ifeelsouselessbabytell

mewhatIshoulddo”

Me:“Iwanttodie”

Bandile:“don’tspeaklikethat”heturnedmetoface

him“wegoingtogetthroughthisokay”

Me:“okay”

Bandile:“Iloveyou”hepulledmetolayontopof

himIhadlostsomuchweightIwaswearingsize30

ifitweren’tformyassandhipsI’msureIwouldbe

wearingsize28

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”IrubbedmyhairuntilIfellasleep.



Iwokeupbecausehewashalfshoutingatsomeone

onthephonewhiletryingtogetdressed

Bandile:“dammitBethanyIam comingIwillnot

misstheappointmentwhyyouactinglikethis………I

sleptlateIhadanassignmenttodoifyoucouldjust

givemetimetogetdressedandcomethereitwould

bebetter……I’mcoming”hedroppedthecallIsatup

hewasputtinghist-shirton

Me:“youhaveadoctorsappointmentwithBeth”he

lookedatme

Bandile:“I’m sorry”Ipulledmylegsuprestedmy

chinonmyknees

Me:“go”hecametositnexttome

Bandile:“iftherewasawaytonotgoIwouldn’tgo”

hisphonerangagain

Me:“justgoBandilepleaseyourphoneisannoying

me”



Bandile:“Iloveyou”hekissedmyforeheadandleftI

checkedthetimeIhad2hoursbeforemylectureI

gotoffthebedopenedthecurtainsandthewindow

playedsomeLanaDelReymusic,madethebedthen

wenttoshower,gotoutoftheshowergotdressedin

awhitestraplessmaxidresstiedmyyankiina

messybun,tooksomepattybaconandeggfromthe

fridgeIwenttothekitchenfriedeverythingSharon

gotinshewasalwaysmeantome

Sharon:“tryingtogainbacktheweightyoulost”

Me:“leavemealoneSharon”

Sharon:“beingBandile’ssidechickisexhausting

believemeIknowhealwaystellsyouthatheloves

youhedoesn’twanttohurtyoubuthealwayshurts

youandeventhoughhelovesyouBethalways

comesfirst”Ilookedawayfrom herquicklywiped

mytears“hishotandhissexisgoodhehasall



thesefancythingshetakesyoutoallthesenice

placeshebasicallyintroducesyoutoadifferent

fancylifebuthisnotworthit”shewalkedoutwith

herhotwater

Me:“helovesme”Iwhisperedmoretomyselfthan

herbecauseIneededtohearitIwentbacktomy

roombutteredabuntookoutcheeseIstartedeating

whilebusyonmyphoneIhadatextfromdadsaying

hemissesmeIhadn’tbeenathomesinceifound

outIwaspregnantIeven.WhenIwasdoneeatingI

packedmybagpackmyphonerangitwasBayanda

Me:“hey”

Bayanda:“heyareyoudonebandilesaidIshould

pickyouup”

Me:“yesI’m”

Bayanda:“okayI’llbethereinafewminutes”He

droppedthecallIfinishedpackingmybagthen



waitedforhimafterafewminuteshecalledsaying

hisoutsideItookmybagandadenim jacketwent

outlockingaftermyself.Igotinhiscarhedroveoff

Bayanda:“howyoufeelingtoday”

Me:“betterthanyesterday”

Bayanda:“bandiletellsmeyouhadanightmare

again”

Me:“theycomeandgo”

Bayanda:“haveyouthoughtaboutseeingatherapist

ZamawhatyouandBandiledidcantbeeasyIstill

wishhehadspoketomebeforeyoudidtheabortion

Iwouldhavetalkedyououtofit.Youneedtoheal

emotionallyItoldhimtogetyouatherapist”

Me:“I’mfineBayanda”

Bayanda:“I’msorrymyhalfisputtingyouthroughall

ofthis”



Me:“Howmanymoretimeswillyouapologizefor

him”

Bayanda:“IjustfeelhelplessyoubothhurtingandI

can’tdoanything”wegotatparkingandgotoffthe

carheheldmyhandIjustsmiled“ifmybrotheris

notaroundI’myourmanyouknowthat”

Me:“IseeyouwantFezekatohaveaheartattack”

Bayanda:“sheknows.Whattimeam Ipickingyou

up?”

Me:“Bandilewon’tbeback?”

Bayanda:“IthinksobecausehesaidIshouldtake

youtocampusandbacktothecommuneandmake

sureyoueatsoletmeseeyourtimetable”Ipaged

myphoneandshowedhimmyschedule“yougoing

toeatduringyourfreeperiodsoryouwillbeatthe

library”

Me;“justpickmeaftermylastclassI’lleatthen”



Bayanda:“yesma’am”wegottomylecturehallhe

kissedmyheadBayandawasslightlytallerthan

Bandile

Me:“later”

Bayanda:“helovesyouokay”Isighed

Me:“okay”heopenedthedoorIgotin

.

#Bandile

*
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Istaredatthescreenwithtearsblindingmyvision

andtheheartbeatbeatingloudlyintheroom

Doc:“therewegoit’sagirl”Bethpoutedshewanted

asonbutallIwantedwasahappyhealthybaby

Me:“it’sperfect”Ikissedher“ourlittlepeanutIlove



yousomuch”

Beth;“Iloveyoutoo”

Me:“Imeantthebaby”thedoctorchuckledwhile

Bethwantedtocry“butIalsoloveyouhoneyyou

knowthat”

Beth:“butnowyoulovehermorethanyouloveme”I

stooduppushesherbackholdingherhair

Me:“absolutelyimpossibleyoumyheartandshe’sa

partofmyheart”Ikissedherdeeplyuntilthedoctor

clearedherthroatIpulledback

Doc:“let’sgetyoucleanedupBethanywhileIget

yourdvd”shesaidwipingthegeloffherstomach

Beth:“thankyou”Ihelpedhergetoffthebedshe

wenttogetdressedshecameback

Doc:“havewedecidedonthebirth”IzonedoutIfelt

astingonmyarmBethwaspinchingme



Me:“thehellbaby”

Beth:“whatyouthinkingabout”Ismiled

Me:“ourpeanut”shesmiledandpeckedthetopof

mynose

Beth:“wedone”Istoodupandpulledbackherchair

shestoodup“thankyoudrberry”

Doc:“youwelcomemyassistantwillcallyouwith

thenextappointmentdate”

Me:“thankyou”Bethheldmyarmweleftstartedat

thepharmacythengotinthecar

Beth:“canwestartattashasbabyI’m hungry”I

drovetowardsgateway

Me:“guesswecanfinallygetthenurserysetupnow

andstartbuyingclothessinceweknowthegender”

Beth:“I’m stillnotsureaboutmovinginwithyou

Tyleranddad,IthinkIneedmymomforthisTucker”



Me:“mam’sophiewillbethereandoumawillcome

staywithusacoupleofmonthsit’snotlikeyou

won’thavehelp”

Beth:“butTu…”

Me:“that’sitBethanydon’tquestionmeaboutit”

Beth:“oh”shefloodedherarmsoverherchest

poutedandlookedoutthewindow

Me:“youlookbeautiful”

Beth:“Iknow!”IchuckledgotintheparkingIfound

parkinggotoffwenttoopenherdoorshegotoffI

wrappedmyarmaroundherwaistpullingherclose

tomewewentdowntotashasfoundatableand

orderedafterbrunchIdroveushome.

Wefoundmam’sophietherewegreetedthenwent

uptomyroom shesatonthebedItookoffher

shoeswenttothebathroom tookatowelmadeit

warm thenwenttowipeherfeetthentookheroil



startedmassagingthemshemoanedthroughoutthe

wholetimemakingmydickharderthanitshouldbe

whenIwasdoneIthrewmyselfnexttoheronthe

bed

Beth:“thankyouhoney”

Me:“youstillsulkingovermovingin”

Beth:“afterthatIam good”shelookedatmydick

andgiggled

Me:“wanttohelp”IpulledhertomewekissedI

wentdownkissingherneckiunzippedherdress

kissedmylittlepeanutwhenIlookedupBethwas

asleep“great”IjustgotannoyedbetweenZama

shuttingmeoutsincetheterminationandBeth

alwaysbeingmoodyIhardlyhadsexIwasdealing

withtoomuchalreadyIdidn’twanttogofuck

someoneelsebuthellmypatiencewasrunningout.

ItookoffherdresspulledablanketoverherItook



myphonewenttothetvroomwatchedarepeatof

empireIwentonwhatsappandZamawasonlineI

calledher

Zama:“hi”shesaidsoftlymyheartjustmelted

Me:“hibaby,areyouokaydidBayandapickyouup”

Zama:“yeshedidandI’mokay”

Me:“youate”

Zama:“IhadbreakfastandI’lleatlaterwhenIgetto

thecommune”

Me:“Imissyoualready”shebreathedout

Zama:“areyoucomingover”

Me:“nottonightbabyI’m sorry”shedidn’tsay

anything“I’msorryZama”

Zama:“she’ssleepingover?”

Me:“yes”



Zama:“youweregoingtofindoutthegendertoday

right”

Me:“Zama”

Zama:“isitaboyoragirlIthinkourswouldhave

beenagirlIcanfeelit”

Me:“Zamapleasedon’tthis”

Zama:“soisitagirl”hervoicebroke

Me:“IloveyouIloveyousomuchZamagcina”

Zama:“soyousay”

Me:“don’tyoudaredoubtmyloveforyouZama

that’swhereIdrawtheline”

Zama:“I’msorryIloveyoutoo”Isighed

Me:“whatdoyouwantmetodo”

Zama:“spendthenightwithme”

Me:“okayI’llcomelater”



Zama:“notlaterBandilewhenI’m doneattending”

nowthiswasmyturntonotsayanythingshewas

beinghardheadedfornoreason“ifyoudon’tcome

Bandiledon’tevercomeagain”

Me:“I’llbethereshouldIgetyouanything”

Zama:“noI’mfine”

Me:“whatyoudoingnow”

Zama:“justsittinginthesunwaslisteningtomusic

I’mwaitingformynextclasstostart”

Me:“yougoingtogetsunburnt”

Zama:“Idon’tcareit’stoonice”Ichuckled

Me:“don’tcomplaintomewhenyoualldark”

Zama:“youmyboyfriendIhavetocomplaintoyou,

myclassisabouttostartIhavetogo”

Me:“Iloveyou”



Zama:“willyoulovemeforever?”

Me:“Iwillloveyoutilltheendoftime”

Zama:“okay”

Me:“kissmethroughthephone”shegiggledanddid

thenhungupleavingmesmilinglikeafool“youlove

herdon’tyou”Ilookedatwhowastalkingitwas

mam’sophieleaningonthewall

Me:“yes”

Her:“andyourwifeupstairs”shesatonthecouch

Me:“Ilovehertoo”sheclappedherhandsonce

Her:“that’snottrueyoujustconfused”

Me:“Ilovethem bothseparatelyandforseparate

reasons”

Her:“Ihearyouandyourbrothertalkingyoumade

thatgirlhaveanabortionBandileI’veneverbeenso

disappointedinyou”



Me:“Ididn’tmakeherdoanythingwemadethat

decisiontogether”

Her:“andnowyouexpecthertobewithyouandbe

okaywithyougettingmarriedandhavingachild

whileherswaskilled”

Me:“don’tspeaklikethat”

Her:“letthatgirlgo letherfind happiness

somewhereelseyounotherguynowlethergo”

Me:“Ilovehernowpleaseexcuseme”Iwentupto

myroomtookoffmyclothesandgotinbedwithmy

twogirlsIwasgoingtohavetotakeBethhome

whenshewakesup

.

FewweekslaterBethwas8monthsandaweekshe

wasbookedtogointhehospitalthefollowingweek

shewasthemostbeautifulwomanIhaveevermet

littlepeanutwasmakingherglowamazinglyandshe



wasalwayshappywhichmademehappyIthink

peanutwashappytoobecauseshewasforever

kickingandmovingweweredoingthenurserywith

Fezeka and Bayanda wellBayanda and Iwere

moving things in while Fezeka and Beth were

decoratinglittleLisawasbusyplayingonthefloor

the paintwas finallydryitwas allpink with

butterfliesonthesealingandBarneypaintingsalong

withpoohIwashappybutbreakingupwithZama

wasthehardestthingIhadeverhadtodoand

havingtopretendtoBeththatI’mnotbreakingapart

wastheworstbutwhenlittlepeanutstartedkickingI

toldmyselfitallworthit.FezekaandBethwere

gigglingoverastupidjokeBayandamadewhen

Fezekascreamed

Beth:“ohno”Ilookedatthem

Bayanda:“thefuckBethany”Iranout



Me:“Pa!!!!!”

Dad:“what?!!”Iwentbackintheroom

Bethany:“she’searly”

Fezeka:“aweekitnotbad”dadgotin

Dad:“ohthisisnotgoodthewatershouldbeclear

getherbagBayandaandcallherdoctorBandilelet

herknowwecoming”Iwasstartedtopancakedad

liftedheruptheywalkedweallfollowedwegotin

dad’scarhedroveofftomhlangaBethwasjust

cryingsilentlyIdidn’tevenknowwhattosayordoto

makeitbetterIhadalreadycalleddrberrywegot

thereshewastakenin.BelievemewhenIsaythose

weretheworsthoursofmylifeevenlosingAndre

wasnothinglikethatIfelthelplessanduselessI

kepttryingtothinkifIdidnothingwrongeventually

thedoctorcameoutwithasmileIdidn’tevenwait

forhertospeak



Me:“whichroom”shechuckled

Doc:“room08”IrantowardstheroomIgotinBeth

waslayingonthebedcarryingpeanut

Beth:“she’ssobeautiful”Iwalkedtothemshereally

wasbeautifulwithherblueeyesandblackfew

stringsofhair

Me:“canIholdher”

Beth:“gowashyourhandsfirst”Iwenttothe

bathroom washedmyhandsthenwenttothem I

tookmybabyandeverythingintheworldmade

senseeventhewarinIraqhereyeswerenowclosed

shewassuckingherfistdadgotinwithBayanda

Fezekaandoumacarryingballoonsandflowersand

ahugepinkteddybear

Ouma:“oohlittlemunchkinletmeholdher”

Me:“waitIjustgother”



Ouma:“ongelooflike!!!”Theylaughed“givemethe

childBandile”

Me:“no”Imovedfromherhairignoringtheystupid

comments

Bayanda:“whatarewenaming”

Beth:“Penelope”

Ouma:“Andrenia”

Me:“PenelopeAndreniaJames”

Dad:“perfect”Ibrushedhercheek

Me:“mylittlePenelope”mytearsfellonherface

Bayanda:“softie!!!”

Dad:“shutup”

.

#Zama
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ItwasFebruaryIwasdoingmy2ndyeareven

thoughmy1styearfinalmarkwerehorribleandI

failedanelectiveImanagedtopassto2ndyear.The

previousyear2ndsemesterwastheabsoluteworstI

wouldn’twishthatpainonmybiggestenemyitwas

OctoberonemomentBandileandIwereokayIwas

seeingatherapistwewereworkingtowardsmaking

usbettergettingusbacktowhatwewerebeforethe

abortionthenextmomenthewasdumpingme

sayingIdeservetobehappynotknowingheisthe

onethatmakesmehappysayingIneedsomeone

whowillonlylovemeandbedevotedtomenot

knowingthathistheoneIneedandwant.Itwas

unbelievableitwasdevastatingitbrokemeIspent

allmytimeinbeditwasamiraclethatIevengotdp

towriteexams,whenIgotmyresultstatementIhad

neverseenmyparentsthatdisappointedIwentfrom



straightAztonotgettingmorethan55.ButGod

gavemeanotherchanceandIwasdeterminedto

notgothroughwhatIwentthroughwithBandilethis

yearwasallaboutmehisdaughterwastwomonths

nowshewasalloverhissocialpages

Mbali:“hurry”Itookafinalelookatmyselfonthe

mirror

Me:“I’mnotsureaboutthisdress”

Thembeka:“you perfectyou’ve changed twice

already”Iwaswearingabadgeblackdresswithan

openbackjustbelowmyassandmaroongladiator

heelswithmylongblondboxbraidsleftlose

Me:“okaylet’sgo”

Elihle:“finally”Igiggledtookmyclutchbagwe

walkedoutmyroomIlockedwewentoutthegate

thecabwaswaitingforusitwasFridaynightwe

weregoingtohavefunthecabdroppedusoffat



azarwegottherepaidforentrancewenttositbythe

barweallorderedourdrinksiwasinlovewithmy

icetropeztheyhavingvodkathenightwentnicely

untilthisguycametoseeintroducedhimselfas

Sabeloandaskedustojoinhim andhisfriendsI

wasabouttosaynobutmyfriendswerealreadyoff

theirchairssowewenttojointhem theybought

morealcohol

.

IwokeupinthemorningfeelingexhaustedIsatupI

wasinahugebedinaroomeverythingwaswhiteo

triedrememberingwhathappenedlastnightthelast

thingIrememberIwassittingnexttothisguywe

wereonthetablewithSabelohisfriendsandmy

friendsafterthatitwasallblank.Ilookedunderthe

comforterIwaswearingmypantyandaguy’st-shirt

Ifeltlikecryingthedooropenedandtheguyfrom

lastnightgotinwithaglassofjuice



Him:“heyyouup”InoddedhesatonthebedI

movedbackhechuckled“I’mgoingtodoanythingto

youifIwantedtoIwouldhavedoneitwhenwegot

backfromtheclub”

Me:“wherearemyfriends”

Him:“sleepingaroundthehousewedidn’treallyget

eachother’snamesyesterdaywellIgotyoursZama

butIdon’tthinkyougotmineyouweresortofout”

Me:“oh”

Him:“I’mBrianJames…..

PART10UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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Istaredathim ashesmiledholdingouthishandI

waslookingforsomeresemblanceImeanBandile’s

familywasinMpumalangaonlyhisdadwashere

butBrianlookedtooyoungtobeafatherof20years

oldtwins

Brian:“growinggrayhairZama”Igiggledshookhis

hand“finally!SoyoujustZama”

Me:“Zamamakhanya”

Brian:“youbeautifulma’Mguni”hechuckled“and

sheblusheswow”Igiggled “God canyouget

anymorebeautiful”

Me:“stop”hegotonthebedsittinginindianstylehe

wasreallybeautifulwithhisthickpinklipsshort

curlyhaircutinafadehewasn’twearingatophis

bodywasbufflikereallybuffIstaredathislipsas

hespokeIcouldn’thearhim untilheclickedhis

fingersinfrontofme

Buhle Makhanya

Buhle Makhanya



Brian:“wheredidyoujustgo”

Me:“worriedaboutmyfriends”

Brian:“theyshouldbegoodyouweretheonlyone

whowasalittletoooutofit”

Me:“didwe….Uhm…”Hesmiled

Brian:“ifwehadyouwouldfeelitbelieveme”Ifelt

mycheeksburningupjustbyhissuggestivetone

andtheburninglookinhiseyes

Me:“oh”

Brian:“andsheblushesyousocute”helookedat

me“lastnightyoukissedme”

Me:“ohGodIam sosorrythat’snotmeI’venever

doneanythinglikeImeanIhadmyfirstkisslast

year”Iquicklycoveredmymouthwithmyhand

feelingstupidforsayingwhatIjustsaid

Brian:“Iam honoredtobeyoursecondkiss”he



winked“eventhoughyoudon’tremember”hegotup

andkneeledonthebedputtinghisjuicedown

“actuallylet’sfixthis”

Me:“what?!No”

Brian:“yes”heheldthebackofmyneckandlooked

deeplyinmyeyesIfeltsomethingIcouldn’texplainI

closedmyeyesandfelthislipsbrushingmineI

breathedouthesuckedonmybottomlipwekissed

slowlyhislipsweresoftandcoldtastedlikeguava

juiceourtonguestwirledtogetherhelightlybitmy

tongueIletoutamoanhishandwentdownmyback

pullingmetowardshimifitwasn’tforthecomforter

thatwascoveringmeIwouldhavebeenontopof

himbythenalltheseemotionsthatIhadn’tfeltafter

theabortioncamerushingoutIwasseriouslyhorny

hepulledbackIlookeddownmyheartwasbeating

fast



Brian:“wellI’llbedamnedma’Mgunithatwasmind

blowing”heheldmychinmakingmelookathimhe

smiled“stopblushingyoukillingme”

Me:“stopmakingmeblush”

Brian:“Ican’titjusteasyyoueasy”hegavemea

softpeck“howyoufeelingnohangoveryoudon’t

needanaspirin?”

I’mhorny!!Idon’tneedaspirinIneedadick

Me:“noI’m finejustthirsty”hebentovertookhis

glassIdrankthecoldguavajuice“thankyou”

someoneknocked

“Breakfastisready!!”Theyshoutedoutsidethedoor

Brian:“wecoming”hegotoffthebedandoffered

mehishandItookitIgotoffthebedthet-shirtwas

likeadressitwasactuallylongerthenthedressI

waswearinglastnight“thisisnotmyhouseit

Mpilo’ssoIdon’tthinkhehassparetowelsandstuff



luckilythefloorisheatedunlessyouwanttowear

yourheels”

Me:“noI’mfine”helookedatmyfeet

Brian:“actuallyI..”HeliftedmeupIstaredathimin

shockbeforewrappingmylegsaroundhiswaist

“perfect”he walked outIwasn’teven paying

attentionIwasjustamazedbyhowhismusclesfelt

ashemovedsomeonechuckledheputonthe

counterandsatonthehighchairnexttome

Sabelo:“lookwhoisup”

Guy:“it’sthetwerker”IfeltsoembarrassedIcovered

myfacewithmyhands

Brian:“stopMpilo”helaughed

Sabelo:“howisshesupposedtoeatsittingonthe

counter”Brianpulledmedowntositonhislap

Mbali:“eatupweneedtoleave”



Sabelo:“soearlybaby”

Mbali:“yes”Briancametomyearhishotbreath

sendingshockwavesthroughmybody

Brian:“that’sMpilo,EthanandyouknowSabelo”he

whisperedInoddedwehadbreakfastoversmall

conversationthenIwenttogetdressedinmydress

becauseBrianneededhist-shirthehadtoruntohis

surgeryIwasputtingonmyshoeswhenhegotin

theroom

Brian:“youalreadydressedhopedIcouldgeta

peak”

Me:“haibo!”Hechuckled

Brian:“I’msorryIcan’ttakeyoubacktoyourplace”

Me:“it’sokay”

Brian:“canIhaveyournumber”Ilookedupathim

“please”



Me:“okay”Igaveittome

Brian:“greatandnowcanIgetagoodbyekiss”he

saidpullingmeuphesmashedhislipsonminewe

kissedthistimewithheathewassuchanamazing

kisserIpulledbackwhenIfelthisdickgrowing“I’ll

callyou”hegavemeasoftpeckthenwewent

downstairstotheothers

Ethan:“dudeIcanseeyourboner”

Brian:“shutup”hefixed hisjean hesaid his

goodbyesandkissedmyheadwalkedout

Sabelo:“let’sgoladies”theothersaidbyewewalked

gotinsabelo’scarhedroveoffhedroppedusatthe

communewegotinlaughingoverlastnightbutour

laughterdiedwhenMbaliwasmetbyahardand

loudslapatthemaindoorweallscreamed

Sbo:“yagijwayelasfebe”hegaveheranotherslapI

pushedSbobackhewasabouttoslapmewhen



Bandileheldhishand“youthinkI’myourfuckingfool

mbaliyothando”hegrabbedherbyherhairpulling

hertohisroom shewascryingandbeggingfor

forgivenessIranafterthemSboshutthedooratmy

facelockingit

Me:“Sbostop”Icouldhearhimhittingher

Bandile:“don’tgetinvolvedZamagcina”Ilookedat

him andfeltangerIjustwenttomyroom he

followedme“howareyou”Icouldn’topenthedoor

fastenough“I’mtalkingtoyouZama”

Me:“ufustekiyezwaBandiledoyouhearmegetthe

fuckoutofmyfaceyouuselessstupidfucking

moronIcursethedayIlaidmyeyesonyouIregret

everythingaboutyouevenyourtouchyouwerethe

worstmistakethatIwilllivetoregrettherestofmy

lifeIhopeyoudieandfollowourchild!!!”Igotin

bangedthedoorshutIbreathedoutcryingIhadn’t



seenhimsincehedumpedthatdayheleftmeina

pooloftears

.
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IwipedmytearsIdidn’tthinkitwaspossiblefor

someonetohatemelikethatitwasn’tjusthurtand

angerthatIsawinhereyestherewassomuchhate

andherwordstoremeup.IknockedonherdoorI

couldhearhersoftsobs

Me:“I’msorryZamaI’msorrybutpleasedon’tregret

orlookdownonwhatwehadZamapleasedon’t”

Zama:“goawayplease”

Me:“canyouletmeinsoIcanseethatyouokay”

Zama:“I’mnotyourresponsibility”



Me:“pleaseZama”iwaited and waited untilI

couldn’thearhercryinganymoreIknockedsoftly

shedidn’tsayanythingIfiguredshewasasleepIleft

IwentoutgoingtomycarIdroveoffgoinghome

whereIwaswelcomedbymyangel’scryshewas

veryloudIgotinthenurserythenannywasbathing

herandshehatedwater

Me:“what’swrongangel”Noxolotookheroutofthe

watershewrappedherinatowelItookher

Noxolo:“Bethsaidtogetherready”Igaveherback

Penelopewentoutgoingtomyroom

Me:“baby!”

Beth:“closethoney”Iwalkedthereshewasputting

onshoesIwenttokneelnexttoherandhelpedher

out

Me:“whereyougoing”

Beth:“Itold you lastnightTuckerwe having



breakfastwithmom thengoingtomeetwiththe

weddingplannerIaskedifyouwanttocomeand

yousaidno”

Me:“ohthat”

Beth:“yesthat”Istoodup

Me:“youlookbeautiful”

Beth:“thankyouhoney”Ipulledhertomewekissed

shortly“you gotyourusb”Ihad gone to the

communetogetmyusbithadmyreportthatI

neededtofinalizeandemailtothelecture

Me:“yep”sheheldmyjacketandlookedupatme

Beth:“sowhatyougoingtodotoday”

Me:“myschoolworkandmaybeplaysomevideo

games”

Beth:“okay”shegavemeasoftpeckthenwentto

fixherhairIgotoutclosetjustasherphonerangit



wasanunsavednumberIanswered

Me:“what’sup”

Caller:“uhmhel…HellocanIspeaktoBeth”

Me:“whoareyou”

Caller:“SamsocanIspeaktoher”

Me:“nowhyyoucallingmywife”

Sam:“nevermind”hehungupIwenttothecloset

Me:“whythefuckdoyouhaveguyscallingyour

phone”

Beth:“whatguysandwhyyouansweringmyphone”

Me:“excuseme?!WhyamIansweringyourphone?

Areyoulisteningtoyourself?!!!!”Icouldfeelmy

bloodboiling

Beth:“Idon’ttouchyourphoneIexpectthesame

fromyou”Ichuckledindisbelief



Me:“Bethanydon’tdrivemeinsanewhothefuckis

Sam”

Beth:“a guy from campus” she was doing

psychologyatHoward

Me:“IwillkillyouBethwithmybarehandsIwillfuck

youup”shelookedatmewitharaisedeyebrow

Beth:“mmh”

Whatthefuck!!

Me:“I’m being serious Bethany”Ihad fucking

stoppedcheatingonhershecan’tstartgameswith

menow

.

#Zama

*

*



Itwas2weeksafterIhadmetBrianhemademe

laughstupidlyhecalledatleast2timesaday

sometimeshecameovertoseemeandwespent

hoursinhiscartalkingandmakingout.Itwas

SaturdaynightIgettingreadyformydinnerdate

withBrianhehadalreadycalledsayingheisonhis

wayIgotdressedinatightfittingturtleneckolive

greendresswithblackanklestrapheelandblack

sleevelesscoatItiedmybraidsintophalfbunhe

calledsayinghisoutsideItookmybagwentout

lockingmydoorIwentoutthegatehegotoutofthe

caropenedmydoorformeIgotinhewenttohis

sidegotin

Brian:“youlookingbreathtakingZama”hedroveoff

Me:“thankyouandyoulookgoodtoo”

Brian:“thisoldthingman”

Me:“don’teventry”hechuckled



Brian:“okaymaybeIboughtanewshirtIhaven’t

beenonadateinages”

Me:“seriously?!”

Brian:“tryingtoimpress”Igiggled

Me:“ifitanyconsolationmyshoesarenew”he

quicklylookedatmyfeet

Brian:“andtheydowondersforyourlegs”

Me:“thankyou”

Brian:“andsheblushes”hechuckledIpushedhim

lightly,we drove to gateway overlightstupid

conversationandwenttotashasweorderedandour

foodcame

Brian:“sotellmema’Mguniwhatmakesyouhappy?”

Iopenedmymouthbutnothingcameout“don’tget

askedthatquestionalot”

Me:“somethinglikethat”



Brian:“Iwanttomakeyouhappy”heheldmyhands

overthetable“Iknow itprobablyweirdandI’m

comingacrosstoostrongbutIwanttomakeyou

happyIwanttoloveyouletmeloveandIwilllove

youuntilyoulearntomakeyourselfhappyagain,I

wouldliketoshowyouwhattruelovecanreallybeI

canseethepainbehindyoureyesIsawitthefirst

timeIlookeddeeplyinyoureyesletmemakeyou

happyZamadon’tbeafraid”Ilookeddown

PART11UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Zama

*

*

IlookedatthisgorgeousmannoguyslikeBrianwas

gorgeousatariskofsoundinglikeabrokenrecord

hewasmoregorgeousthanBandileandhewas



matureandstrong

Me:“BrianIne..”

Brian:“let’snotbejuniorhighschoolaboutit”I

giggled

Me:“okay”

Brian:“whatdoesokaymean”

Me:“itmeansyouandIareinarelationship”he

stoodupandpulledmeto him wekissedso

passionatelypeoplekeptclearingtheirthroatsbut

doyouthinkBriancaredHellNaw!Insteadhe

deepenedthekisswhenItriedtopushhim back

eventuallyhepulledbackandgavemeasoftpeckI

giggledstupidly

Me:“youarecrazy”

Brian:“andIloveyou”hehelpedmesitdownthenhe

satdown“youbeautiful”



Me:“isthatwhyyouloveme”

Brian:“yep!”

Me:“wow”

Brian:“I’mjokingitwhatgotmetonoticeyouthough

thenIsentSabelotogetyouandyourfriendsImean

yourbootywasjustrightthere”Igiggled

Me:“littleperv”

Brian:“yourpervthatis”

Me:“yepmyperv”hewinked

Brian:“sowhatyouwanadoafterdinner”

Me:“anything”heraisedhiseyebrowssuggestively

Brian:“andsheblushes!”

Me:“stop”

Brian:“wecouldcatchalatenightmoviethenI’ll

takeyoubacktothecommune”



Me:“okay”

Brian:“ohgobacktomyplaceIgotthehouseto

myselfthisweekend”

Me:“youwanttohavesexwithme”hechokedand

startedcoughinghetookasipofhisdrink

Brian:“youwanthonestyorbullshit”

Me:“honesty”

Brian:“yesIwanttohavesexwithyoubutitdoesn’t

havetobenoweventhoughI’dlikeittobenow”

Me:“youshouldhavetoldmetopackanovernight

bag”

Brian:“youwillusemythings”Ifinishedmywine

whilestaringathim hewaslookingatmewitha

raisedeyebrowIputtheglassdown

Me:“okaywecangotoyourhouse”hesmiled

Brian:“great”



Me:“don’tusemeBrianIwillnotbesomeoneyou

justuseforsexdon’tmakemeemptypromisesjust

becauseyouwantsexfromme,thatwholeIwantto

makeyouhappyspeechbetternotbealietoget

betweenmylegsbecauseIseriouslydon’tknow

howIcanhandleanotherheartbreak”

Brian:“whoisyourex?”Iwastakenback

Me:“nooneIwanttotalkabout”

Brian:“hewasastupidguytohavehurtyoulikethis

ZamaIwouldneverdoanythingtohurtyouwellat

leastnotintentionally”

Me:“Ihopeyoubeinghonestbecauseifthere’sone

thingI’velearntfrom mypreviousrelationshipisto

nottakebullshit”hesmiled

Brian:“good.Doyouwantdesert?”

Me:“noI’mfullbabethanks”hecalledforawaitress

andaskedforabill



Brian:“I’mexhausted”

Me:“youworktohard”

Brian:“Ihaveafamilytotakecareof”

Me:“thatyouneverspeakabout”

Brian:“itwillleadtomehavingtotellyoumyage”

Me:“Idon’tcarehowoldyouareyouBrianJames”

Brian:“let’sjustsayI’magrandpa”

Me:“ahotgrandpa”

Brian:“youthinkI’mhot”

Me:“youknowyouhotsodon’teventrytodown

playit”

Brian:“I’m amazed”hesaidwhilepayingthenhe

helpedmeupweleft

Me:“bywhat”

Brian:“thatyouthinkI’mhot”



Me:“don’tactlikeyoudidn’tknow”wegotinhiscar

andhedroveoff

Brian:“mywomanthinksI’mhot”hesaidchuckling

Me:“ohGodshutup”hebrokeoutinlaughterhe

wasreallyspeeding

Brian:“there’snothingwrongwiththinkingyourman

ishotma’Mnguni”

Me:“Iknow”

Brian:“canyoudrive”

Me:“no”

Brian:“atyourage!I’llgetyouintoadrivingschool

youcouldbedrivingrightnowIwanttostareatyou”

Me:“youwantmetodrivesimplysoyoucanstareat

me”

Brian:“yesIcan’tgetenough”



Me:“wowyouaresomethingelse”hechuckled

Brian:“andwhat’sthat”

Me:“can’texplainit”hesloweddownatthisgateit

openedandhedroveinthehouselookedamazingit

wasso hugewithlightseverywhereheparked

outsidethegarageandcametoopenmydoorIgot

outhetookmyhandwewenttothehugedouble

doorheunlockedIgotinhegotinaftermethen

lockedit

Brian:“this way”Ifollowed him the lightjust

automaticallywentonaswewalkedbywegottoan

allwhiteroom ithadabartherewasalsoacellar

“yougoingtohaveredright”

Me:“yeah”hetookabottleofredwineIfollowed

himagainwegotinthishugekitcheneverythingwas

silverheopenedacupboardwellIthoughtitwasa

cupboardbutitwasactuallyafridgehetookouta



platterwithcheeseandgrapesheputitonthe

counterandpressedacornerofthecupboardit

openeduphetookoutcrackersaddedthemonthe

platterthenpressedanothercupboardhetookout

twowineglasses“pleasehelplove”Inoddedand

tooktheplatterwewentupstairsuntilwegottothe

endofthepassageheopenedthedoorIgotinthe

lightswentontheroomwaslikethesizeof3regular

bedroomsanditwasmostlyglassheputthewine

onthetablethentooktheplatterfrommeputtingit

down“wellthisismyhomeyouwillseeitproperly

tomorrow”

Me:“it’sbeautiful”heheldmywaist

Brian:“itjustneedsyou”

Me:“don’tsellmedreams”hechuckledandgaveme

asoftpeck

Brian:“let’sgetyoucomfortable”hetookmyhand



wewalkedtowhatIthoughtwasaninsuitebut

turnsouttobeaclosetthatcouldbeabedroomhe

tookapjtopandgaveittomewhilehetookthe

bottom wechangedthenwentouthethrewsome

pillowsonthefloorandopenedthetv“wanawatcha

movie”

Me:“checktoseewhat’splayingIhaven’treally

watchedtvinawhile”wesatonthepillowswithhim

behindmeandmebetweenhislegs

Brian:“wecanrentsomething”hewenttothebox

officeandrentedamoviethatwehardlywatched

becausewewerebusytalkingIlovedthathewasa

doctortherewasalottolearnfromhim“I’mgoingto

kissyounow”hesaidafterhoursofspeakingwe

wereonour2ndmoviethebottleofwinewaseven

finished

Me:“okay”wekissedslowlybutastimewentonit



gotheatedmybreathingchangedhegotbetween

mylegsheputhishandinmypantystartedrubbing

myclitImoanedwhichmadehim groanhepulled

backfrom thekissandtookoffthetopIwas

wearingIheldmybreasts

Brian:“don’t”hesaidremovingmyhands“they

perfect”InoddedinthanksIcouldn’tfindmyvoice

hecamebacktomylipswekissedIcouldn’thelp

thesoftmoansthatkeptcomingoutofmymouth.

Hemovedfrommymouthstartedkissingmyjawline

goingdowntomyneckleavingsoftkisseswhenhe

gottomybreastshegavethemasqueezebeforehe

startedsuckingthem bittingmynippleshemoved

frommybreastscontinuedgoingdownbythistime

everytimehislipsmadecontactwithmybodyIlet

outamoanhefinallygottowonderlandhesuckedin

myclitImoanedlouderandpushesmypunanitohis

facehegentlyenteredhisfinger“Brian”ImoanedI



hadmyeyesclosedhetookouthisfingerreplacing

itwithhistonguethatheopenedupwhenitwasin

“briiiian”Imovedmyhip“mmh”hehadhisthumb

rubbingmyclititdidn’ttakelongmytoescurledI

camewithmybodyjerkingheturnedmearoundand

lickedallthewayupmyspinetomyasswherehebit

mybuttcheeksbeforeblowingcoolaironthemthe

heliftedmyassupandstartedmuffingmeagainhe

mademesitonhisfacewithhistongueinmeIrode

hisfacegrabbinghisheadwhenIwasaboutto

comeheliftedmeoffhimIwantedtocryhestood

upthencarriedmetobedhetookhispjpantsand

lookedforsomethinginthebedsidedrawerhecame

backwithacondom Ilookeddownathislength

swallowingsalivaasheputitonhewasfreaking

hugeIwantedtopleawithhimtodamagemywomb

Me:“Brian”

Brian:“yeslove”hisvoicehadchanged



Me:“pleasebegentleplease”

Brian:“okay”hecamebacktomyfacewekissedI

couldfeelhistiptryingtogetinImovedbackalittle

hepulledmedownheheldhislengthguidingitinas

heslowlyenteredmeitfeltlikeIwaslosingmy

virginityalloveragain Icried outholding the

comforterhekissedmyforehead“shouldIgoon

canyoutakemore”

Me:“nonotjustyet”henoddedandmovedback

beforeslowlypushinginagainhekeptmovingina

slowpaceuntilIfeltmyinsidesclenchingIneeded

moreIneededfaster“babefaster”heuppedhis

pacebutfastermeantdeeperIswearIcouldfeelit

inmystomachIcamehardnotstoppingitkepton

goingandgoingitwasnothingIhadeverfeltbefore

itwasanonendingblissheputmylegsonhis

shouldersandwentinforakillhepoundedmehard

and fastIcameagain thistimewith him we



screamedeachother’snameandhecollapsedon

topofmeIbrushedhishairwestayedlikethatuntil

hecalmeddownthenhepulledbackIwincedinpain

Brian:“sorry”hewentinthebathroom Iheardthe

toiletflushthenthewatergooffhecameoutwitha

towelandwipedmeitwascleanthenwegotunder

thecoverswithmelayingontopofhim“Iloveyou

Zama”

Me:“IloveyoutooBrian”hekissedmyhead

.

IwokeupinbedaloneIgotoffthebedputonthet-

shirtitwasrainingheavilyIwentovertothewalland

watchedtherainhittinghardthedooropenedI

turneditwasBrianwalkinginwithatrayfilledwith

breakfastIsmiledheputitonthebedsideandcame

tomeholdingmefrombehindhekissedmyneck

Brian:“goodmorningbeautiful”



Me:“mmhgoodmorning”

Brian:“youlookextrabeautifulthismorning”

Me:“mustbefrom allthoseorgasm yougaveme

lastnightorshouldIsayevenearlierthismorning”

heheldmetightersniffingmyneck

Brian:“Iloveyou”hemademeturntofacehimwe

kissedmystomachstartedmakingnoisesIpulled

back“let’sfeedyou”wesatonthebedandstarted

eating“sowhatdoyouwantustodotoday”

Me:“IhaveanassignmentthatIneedtoeditfor

tomorrowmorning”

Brian:“when do you need to be back atthe

commune”

Me:“notnotmaybealittlelater”Ilookedathimhe

wasstaringatmeasIwaseating“what?!”

Brian:“nixeat!”Inodded“I’mthinkingmaybewecan



gocollectyourschoolthingsandI’lltakeyouto

campusinthemorningtomorrow”

Me:“notthistime”

Brian:“oh”Ilookedathim hewasfrowningittook

mebacktoBandilebutIquicklydismissedtheidea

Me:“itjustwasn’tplannedIcan’tI’m sorrymy

resultstookabadhitlastsemestersoIcan’tbe

sleepingatmyboyfriend’splaceonSundays”he

smiled

Brian:“I’m yourboyfriend”Igigglednodded“yesI

am”

Me:“yousilly”

Brian:“noI’mhappy”hisphonerang“ihavetotake

thispleaseexcuseme”hestoodupItookmycoffee

wenttostandbythewalltheviewwastooperfect

untilhewasdonebeingonthephone



Me:“IthinkI’vefoundmyfavoritespot”Ihearda

camerasoundgooffIturnedhetookmorepicturesI

startedcoveringmyfacewhilegigglingwhichmade

himtakemorepictures

Brian:“andIthinkI’vefoundmyfavoriteperson”

Me:“youcrazy”hetookonelastpicturethencame

tostandnexttome

Brian:“youfullicantakethisbacktothekitchen”

Me:“yes”

Brian:“I’llbebackfixusabathyouwillfind

everythinginthebathroom”

Me:“okay”hetookthetraygoingoutIwenttoopen

waterinthebathtubhecamebackwhenitwas

fillingupwetookabathwegotoutlotionedIwore

histanktopthenwewatchedamoviecuddlingin

bed



.

#Bayanda

*

*

BandileandIwereoutwithourwomenitwasa

weekendthingactuallywehadtogoseemom

becausewewerebeingforcedtosowedecidedto

takeFezekaandBethwithustoCapeTownforthe

weekend.ManIwastotallyinloveeverythingabout

herfascinatedmeeventhewayshelookedwhen

sheconcentratedonsomething.

Sheopenedhereyesblinkingacoupleoftimesthen

hereyesfinallysettledonmeshesmiled

Me:“morninglover”

Fezeka:“morningbaby”Igaveherasoftpeckshe

hateditwhenIkissedherinthemorningwhenshe



hadn’tbrushedherteeth

Me:“yousleptwell”shenoddedandgotoffthebed

FezekahadthemostamazingbodyIwatchedher

going to the bathroom with herass swaying

sidewayswhenshecamebackIsawmyfavorite

sightherfuckingperkyboobsI’vealwaysbeenan

assnpussytypaguybutsheturnedmeintoaboob

typaguyherbreastswerejusttooperfect

Fezeka:“whattimeisourflight”

Me:“infourhours”

Fezeka:“okayatleastwewon’tbeseeingyour

motheragain”Isighedandpulledhertositontopof

meIhatedthatmommadeherfeeluncomfortable

Me:“I’msorry”

Fezeka:“it’sokay”

Me:“butshedoesn’thateyouthatwomanisjustnot



anicepersonIdon’tevenknowwhatdadsawfrom

her”

Fezeka:“she’syourmotherdon’ttalklike”

Me:“she’saracistpersonitworsenowthatshe

marriedthatidiothemadeherworseshe’sjust

forcedtoloveBandileandIbecauseweapartof

her”shesighed

Fezeka:“Ineedtolearnafrikaans”Ichuckledheld

herassbringinghercloser

Me:“youdon’thavetoImeanIdon’tknowXhosa”

Fezeka:“butyoucanhearandunderstandit”

Me:“Iloveyou”shewrappedherarmsaroundmy

neckandwekissedslowlyatfirstbutitturnedhard

prettyfastshemoved backand held mydick

directingitinherpussythensatdownlettingitgoall

in



Fezeka:“Iloveyou”wekissedandshestarted

moving

Hourslaterwehadlandedindurbanwetookanuber

homewegotintalking

Beth:“IjustwanagogetmybabyTuckerthishas

beenthelongestweekendever”

Bandile:“we’llgojustnowletmegoleavethebags

fi..”Hestoppedtalkingweallstoppedmovingwe

couldhearsexmoansdadhasneverbroughtagirl

homeever

Me:“woah!”Beth and Fezeka giggled the girl

screamedloudercallingoutdad’sname

Bandile:“hisreallygoingatitisn’the”Ichuckled

Me:“let’sgetoutofhere”wewenttoleaveourbags

inourrooms

Fezeka:“soundslikeyourdadisgifted”



Me:“thefuckFezeka!”Shegiggled“let’sgocan’t

waittoseeLisa’sreactionwhenIgiveherthis”Ihad

boughtwhatisprobablythemostadorableBarbie

houseithadafamilywithapetandfullonfurniture

Fezeka:“shewillloveit”shekissedmycheekItook

thehousewewalkedoutwegotinmycaranddrove

offtoFezeka’sflat

PART12UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Bandile

*
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Weweresittinginthetvroom watchingtvIhad

Penelopeonmystomachshewasbusysuckingon

fistshewasgrowingatsuchafastpaceshewas

toobigfora5montholdbabyshewaslookingmore



likemymotherwitheverypassingweekImightnot

likethewomanbutshewasbeautifulsohavingmy

daughterlooklikeherwasgoodwithmeIain’t

complainingdadwasbusychucklingathisphoneI

tookmyphoneandsentatexttobayanda

*lookatdad*hisphonebeepedhelookedatdad

Bayanda:“what’supwithyou”hedidn’tsayanything

“dad!!”

Dad:“hhu…What?!”BayandaandIlaughed“what

youclowns”

Bayanda:“whohasyoufocusedonyourphonelike

that”

Me:“you’vebeenthatwayforweeksalwaysglued

onyourphoneandyouhardlyhome”

Bayanda:“wealsohearthegigglesandthesex

moansfromyourroom”



Me:“youshouldgetitsoundproofed”

Dad:“thisismyhousemaybeyoutwoshouldmove

out”BayandaandIchuckled

Bayanda:“youcan’tdothat”

Me:“whoareyouseeingdadbecauseyouhave

neverbroughtagirlhomebutnowyoualwaysnot

hereifyouhereyoulockedupinyourroom”

Bayanda:“whydoyousneakherin”

Dad:“Idon’tsneakherinjustthatithasn’thappened

thatwecomehereandyoutwoarehomeandshe’s

hardlyhere”

Me:“mmhshemustbeuglyifyoudon’twantus

meetingher”

Bayanda:“Ithinkshe’suglytoo”dadlaughed

Dad:“I’majameswedon’tdouglywoman”

Bayanda:“true”



Me:“sowhenarewemeetinghere”

Dad:“whenshe’sready”

Bayanda:“what’sthebigdealwewon’tkillher”

Dad:“shekindadoesn’tknowaboutyoutwo…Well

sheknowsIhavekidsjustnothowoldyoutwoare”

Bayanda:“she’sinhighschool”hethrewpillowat

him

Dad:“I’mnotapervert”

Me:“debatable”

Dad:“shutupyoulittlechickenshit”

“Languageinfrontofmydaughter”saidBethgetting

inthetvroomshetookPenelope

Me:“shouldn’tyoubestudying”

Beth:“I’mtakingabreakimissher”shesatnextto

meIkissedherhead



Bayanda:“letmeloveandleaveyoufam”

Dad:“Fezeka”

Bayanda:“yep”hetookhiscarkeysandleft

Dad:“letmeloveandleaveyour’llaswell”

Me:“yourmysteriouswoman”

Dad:“yep”hekissedPenelope“don’twaitupI’ll

comebacklate”heleft

Me:“justyouandIbaby”Shegiggled

Beth:“waitI’llgoputherdowninthenursery”she

wentupstairs

.

#bayanda

*

*

IarrivedatFezeka’splaceopenedthedooritwas



lockedbutIhadmyownkeyIgotinLisawas

watchingcartoons

Lisa:“Baya!!!”Shestoodup

Me:“littleLisa”shecametomerunningIpickedher

upFezekacameoutfrom herbedroom withsome

guy

Guy:“putmydaughterdown”

Fezeka:“Mfunekodon’tstartplease”IputLisadown

Lisa:“daddythisismom’sboyfriendBaya”

Fezeka:“Ididn’tknowyouwerecomingbabe”

Me:“Ididn’tknow I’m supposedtoreporttoyou

knowbutit’scoolIgetit”Iturnedwithanintention

ofwalkingout

Fezeka:“bayandawaitIcanexplain”

Mfuneko:“lettheboyrunhome”thatjustirritated

metothecorebutImaintainedmycool



Fezeka:“shutupmfuneko”

Me:“what’sgoingonFezeka”

Fezeka:“nothingmfunekowasjustleaving”

Mfuneko:“andwhereamIgoingtosleep”

Fezeka:“toldyoutobookahotelnowpleasego”

Lisa:“mommy”sheheldontoherleg“pleasedon’t

chasedaddyaway”Fezekasighed

Mfuneko:“seewhatyoudoingtoourdaughterand

whyareyouintroducingyourben10tomychild

Fezeka”

Asshole!!!

Me:“don’tuseyourchildbruthat’snotright”

Fezeka:“mfuneko leave please”he clicked his

tongueandwalkedoutbangingthedoor

Lisa:“daddyisangry”



Fezeka:“hisnotbabygotoyourroom andplayI’ll

callyouwhenitdinnertime”shenoddedandwalked

toherroomIjustlookedatFezeka“I’msorry”

Me:“hadInotcameherewherewashegoingto

sleep”shelookeddown“fuckingperfect”

Fezeka:“Baya”

Me:“areyoufuckinghim”

Fezeka:“no”

Me:“don’tlie”

Fezeka:“notafterwegottogetherIswear”

Me:“whydidn’tyoutellmehiscoming”

Fezeka:“Ididn’tknowhejustcalledwhenhewas

downstairswantingmetosignhim up”Isatdown

withmyheadbetweenmythighslikeIseriouslydid

notsignupforbabydaddydramashecametokneel

infrontofme



Me:“whywasheinyourroom Fezekawereyou

fuckinghimintheretheverysamebedwesleepin”

shestartedcrying

Fezeka:“babeIwouldn’tdothattoyouIswearit

wasstupidofmetolethiminmyroom”

Me:“andyouexpectmetobelieveyou”

Fezeka:“youhavetoo”

Me:“lookI’llseeyouIneedtogohome”

Fezeka:“pleasedon’tdothisbayandapleasebabe

please”sheheldmycheeksIwipedhertears

Me:“justgiveyourselftimetothinkaboutthis

becauseIamnotabouttoshareyouwiththatidiot

andIneedtoknowthatifneedbeyouwillnotget

angryatmeforpunchinghimbecauseheisbeyond

rude”

Fezeka:“there’snothingtothinkaboutI’mwithyouI



loveyou”Inoddedandliftedherupshestraddled

me“I’msorryBaya”

Me:“okayIloveyou”wekissedshortly

Fezeka:“areyouhungryIcookedyourfavorite”

Me:“youknewIwascoming”

Fezeka:“Iknewifyoudon’tcomeyoucanstilleatit

tomorrow”

Me:“okay”shegavemeasoftpeck

Fezeka:“I’llgodishup”shegotoffmeIwentto

checkonLisashehadfallenasleepinherplay

houseIliftedherupputheronthebedpullinga

comforteroverthenIwentout

Me:“Lisaisasleep”

Fezeka:“I’llhavetowakeherupsoshecaneat”

Me:“okay”shewenttowakeherupweallsatinthe

loungeandstartedeatingafterdinnershewentto



bathLisaIwashedthedishesthenwenttowatchtv

afterawhileshecamebackwithablanketandgot

betweenmylegsputtingherheadonmychest

covereduswithablanket

Fezeka:“canwewatchsomethingelsenotrugby”I

chuckledandchangedthechannel

Me:“howwasyourday”

Fezeka:“hecticcan’twaitforexamswerefinished

alreadythemarkingiskillingme”

Me:“1moreweek”

Fezeka:“yepthencomesthesuppsIhateworking”I

laughed

Me:“whenIworkyoucanbeahousewife”

Fezeka:“never!Iwouldbeboredoutofmymind”

Me:“youcangoshoppingwithyourfriendsorour

daughtersmakesureI’mfedandtakeupstripdance



classes”shegiggled

Fezeka:“yousuchadreamer”

Me:“andmydreamsalwayscometrue”

Fezeka:“and what’s with you and this whole

daughterobsession”

Me:“Ilovegirlseverythingaboutthem isjustso

adorableitallfluffyandpinkwegoingtohaveour6

princesses”

Fezeka:“6?!!!”

Me:“yeshalfadozenjustrunningaroundlooking

likeyoualldressedupinpinksparklingtutus”

Fezeka:“waituntilthosetutusarechangedforbum

shortsandcroptopthenthedatingstartswhich

leadstopregnancy”

Me:“okmaybe2girlsand4boyswewillraisedthem

allasboysonlyhoodiesand sweatpants”she



laughed

.

#Zama

*

*

Iwasfinallydonewithmyexamsandeverything

wentwellnowIcouldspendsometimewithmybae

GodIlovedthatsoulIwasseriouslyatmyhappiest

withhim thelast4monthswerejustmagicalwe

saw eachotheralmosteverydaysometimeswe

wouldfallasleepinhiscarbecauseherefusedto

sleepatthecommuneandIdidn’twanttogotohis

houseallthetimebesidesthelasttwoweekswe

didn’tseeeachotherbecauseIhadexamsbutnowI

wasdoneandhewaspickingmeupgoingtospend

afewdaysathishousebeforeIgohome.Myphone

rangIansweredexcitedly



Me:“love”

Brian:“comeoutbabe”

Me:“okayI’mcoming”Idroppedthecallputonmy

whiteallstarsIwaswearingblueboyfriendjeansa

whitevestandadenimjacketItookmybagwalked

outlockingthedoor

“Offtoseeyourblesser”IturneditwasSharonthis

girlwasreallyalwaysonmycase

Me:“hisnotblesser”

Sharon:“saysyouwitha30inchPeruviancarryinga

Pradabag”yesBrianspoiltmebuthewasnota

blesserwelovedeachother

Me:“justshutupSharonplease”

Sharon:“mmh”IwalkedawaywhenIgotoutthe

gatehegotoutthecar

Brian:“baby!”Hescoopedmeupinatighthug



spinningmearoundIjustgiggledholdinghishead

heputmedownandleaneddownwekissedshortly

Me:“I’vemissedyousobad”heopenedmydoorI

gotinhewenttohissideanddroveoff

Brian:“ImissedyoubabyImeanI’m allforyour

educationbutdamnthosewerethelongesttwo

weeksever”

Me:“Iknowthefeeling”Ireachedoverandkissed

hischeekhesmiled

Brian:“movieanddinnerfirstorjuststraighthome”

Me:“movieanddinner”

Brian:“okay”

Me:“howwaswork”

Brian:“hecticasalwaysandyourlastpaper”

Me:“allgoodIfeelreallygoodaboutmypapers”



Brian:“that’sgoodwegoingtocelebrate”

Me:“whentheresultscomeout”

Brian:“whatyouwanttodo”

Me:“IthinkI’llbeathomebythen”

Brian:“doyouhavetogohome”Ichuckled

Me:“yesmyparentsareexpectingme”

Brian:“justtellyoufoundamanwhowantstomarry

you”

Me:“don’tbecrazy”

Brian:“youwillcomebackearlyright”

Me:“yep”

Brian:“okaythatmakesafellalittlebetter”hepulled

upattheparkinglotinpavilionwegotoffwentto

buymovieticketsfirstthenwenttospurwehad

dinnerafterdinnerwewatchedamoviewhenweleft



whenwepulleduphisdrivewayitwasdarkasit

usuallyiswhenwecomeherewegotoffandwent

straighttohisroom Ithrew myselfonthebed

bouncingalittlehecametolaynexttomewestared

ateachother

Brian:“hi”

Me:“hi”hepeckedthetipofmynose

Brian:“youlookbeautifullove”

Me:“mmh”

Brian:“andsheblushes!!”Icoveredmyfacewithmy

hands“nevergetsold”heremovedmyhands“there

sheis”

Me:“stop”

Brian:“let’sshowerIcamefromworkwentstraight

toyou”

Me:“Ishoweredbeforeyoucametopickmeup”



Brian:“joinmeplease”

Me:“a.ababegoshower”hestoodupandpulledme

bymyankle“Brianstop!!”Hecarriedmeoverhis

shoulderIwaskickingandscreaminghewalked

overtothebathroom“BrianIwillkillyouIswear”

Brian:“thenyouwillmissme”hewalkedinthe

showeropeningituptothemaxcoldwatercame

outbyforce

Me:“ohmyGod!!Noyoudidnot”Ismackedhisback

helaughedandputmedownthewaterhadturned

warmnow“Ihateyousomuchrightnow”hepushed

backmyweave

Brian:“andIloveyousomuch”wekissedwhile

takingeachother’sclothesoffheliftedmeupI

wrappedmylegsaroundhiswaisthebangedme

hardagainstthewalluntilwebothcame

Me:“Iloveyou”hechuckled



Brian:“Iknow”heputmedownweshoweredthen

gotoutIworehist-shirt

Me:“Ineedahairdryer”

Brian:“I’llgetyouone”hewalkedoutIremovedthe

extrapillowsfrom thebedwhenhecamebackI

driedmyweavethentieditinaponytailIjoinedhim

inbedwespoonedandhadmeaninglesstalkuntilI

fellasleep.

.

InthemorningIwaswokenupbyBriangettingoff

thebed

Me:“baby”Isatuphekeeledwithonkneeonthe

bedandkissedme

Brian:“morningmylove”

Me:“whereyougoing”

Brian:“wasgoingtobringyoubreakfastbutcome



onletjoineveryoneinthedinningroom”

Me:“a.agogetitwewilleathere”

Brian:“nocomeon”

Me:“Brian”

Brian:“pleasebabeplease”Isighed

Me:“okay”IgotoffthebedwenttothebathroomI

washedmyfaceandbrushedmyteethIworemy

uggs

Brian:“let’sgo”heheldmyhandIputmyheadonhis

shoulderIthoughtmybrainwasplayingtricksonme

whenIheardhisvoiceaswegotclosertothe

dinningroom butnopeitwasnotplayingtrickshe

wastheirfatherhisfathermyheartstartedpounding

hardandfast

Me:“ohno”Isaidsoftlybandilewasabouttosit

down



Bayanda:“whatthefuck?!!!!”AndBandilejustfainted

PART13UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Zama

*

*

BethranovertoBandileputtinghisheadonherlap

haditbeen8monthsagoIwouldhaverantohimI

wouldprobablybecryingrightnow

Beth:“honeywakeup”IwasbittingmynailsIcould

feelBrianandBayandalookingatmeIhatedmyself

atthatmomentImeanhowcouldIhavebeenso

blindapartofmefeltlikeIknewIwasjustindenialI

meanhetoldmehehaskidsandhisagrandfatherI

shouldhavefigureditout

Brian:“splashsomewateronhisface”Bandilegave



Bethaglassofwatershesplashedhim withwater

slappinghimlightlyhewokeupshehelpedhimdrink

itthenhesatuplookingstraightatmewithsomuch

hurtinhiseyesIlookedaway

Brian:“what’sgoingonhere”

Bandile:“nothing”ifhewantedtoliethat’sonhim

butIwasnotabouttolietoBrianwedidn’tlieto

eachotherandIwasnotabouttostartnow

Beth:“youfaintedfornoreason”shehalfshouted

beforeshootingadirtylookatmetheygotoffthe

floor

Bandile:“Bethnotnow”

Beth:“yesnowTucker!”

Bandile:“Bethany”hecalledoutinanauthoritative

tone

Beth:“don’tyoudareusethattonewithmeTucker



Jamesdon’tmakemegocrazy”

Brian:“Ialsowanttoknowwhat’sgoingonhereyou

twocan’tjustreactlikethatoverseeingZamaand

expectmetoturnablindeye”

Bandile:“itnothingIwasjustfeelingalittlelight

headed”

Bayanda:“andIwassurprisedthatwefinallygetto

meetthemysteriouswomanormorelikeagirlshe’s

youngerthanus”

Brian:“andyouknowthathow”

Bayanda:“Imeanshelooksyoung”

Brian:“baby?”

Me:“canwespeakinyourroom”

Bandile:“don’tdothisZama”

Brian:“let’sgo”weturnedandwentupstairsIheard

BayandacursingsoftlyBrianopenedthedoorIgotin



Iwentovertothewalllookingoutside“babyZama

talktome”mytearsstartedfallinghowcouldIhave

beensoblindhowmuchofabitchamItohaveslept

withafatherandhissonhesnakedhisarmsaround

mywaistIjustcriedharderheturnedmearound

puttingmyheadonhischest

Me:“I’msorryBrian”

Brian:“whatdidyoudoZama”

Me:“rememberthatexboyfriendItoldyouabout”he

movedbackfrom forthefirsttimeIsaw Brian

gettingangry

Brian:“don’ttellmeyoufuckedmysonZama”

Me:“Ididn’tknowhisyoursonIswearIdidn’tknow

Brian”

Brian:“and what?Knowing mysurnamewasn’t

enough?Thatdidn’ttriggersomethinginthattiny

brainofyourshhu?”



Me:“youcan’tbeangryatmeovermypastBrianit

notfair”

Brian:“hisnotapasthismyfuckingson!!!Fuck

Zamayoushouldhavetoldmehisname”hestarted

walkingtowardsthedoor

Me:“babywaitcanwetalkaboutthis”Ifollowedhim

out“Brianplease!!”Istartedrunningafterhim he

waswalkingreallyfastandhisfuckinglonglegs

weremakingmeangry

Brian:“letmebreathZama”

Me:“babypleaseI’m sorryokay”wewerealready

outsidehegotinhisAudiR8Iwatchedfrom the

doorashedroveoffinaspeedIjustwantedtofall

tothefloorandcrymyeyes

Bandile:“Zama”hetriedtouchingmebutImoved

away

Me:“don’ttouchmedon’tevensaymyname”



Bandile:“hewon’tforgiveyouforthis”

Me:“justshutupplease”IturnedandranupstairsI

gotinandsanktothefloorIwasstillcryingwhen

someonestartedbangingonthedoorbeforeitflew

openandBethgotinmarchingformeIstoodup

quicklybeforeIcouldsayawordsheslappedmeI

pushedherback

Me:“whatthehelliswrongwithyou?!!”

Beth:“youknewthatheisminebutyoustillfucked

himanyway”shetriedslappingmeagainIheldher

arm twistingithardshecriedoutinpainIshoved

heroffshefell

Me:“getthefuckout”shestoodup

Beth:“youdon’tgettotellmewhattodo”Ithrewmy

handsintheairinfrustrationshegrabbedmyweave

pullingitiscreamedthedooropenedBandilegotin

andpickedherupbutshewasstilletholdingonto



myweavewhichcausedmetofallhittingmyhead

hardhethrewheroutandlockedthedoor

Bandile:“Iamsosorryareyouokay”heaskedlifting

meupheputmeonbedIcouldn’tstopcryingand

Bethcouldn’tstopbangingonthedoorscreaming

forBandiletocomeout

Me:“justgoBandileplease”

Beth:“youbettergetthefuckoutofthatroom

TuckerbeforeIbrakethisdoor”

Bandile:“I’m notgoingtoleaveyouherealoneyou

couldbehurt”

Me:“go!!”HegotoffthebedandwentoutIstoodup

andlockedthedoorandshuttheblindsalloverthe

wallsbeforegettingunderthecomforterandcrying

.

#Bandile



*

*

Iregretteditthemomentithappenedsheheldher

cheekwithtearsrunningdownIhaveneverhither

beforebutshejustmademelosemycoolandI

punchedsohardshefellandI’msureshewasgoing

bruise

Me:“babyI..”Itriedtouchingbutshemovedback

Beth:“youhitmeyoupunchedmebecauseofyour

hoe”

Me:“Ididn’tmeantoIswearIdidn’tI’m sorry

BethanyIamsosorry”

Beth:“youcheatedonmethenyouhitmefor

reacting”

Me:“BethI’m sorrybabypleaseforgiveme”Itried

touchingheragainbutsheslappedmyhandsididn’t



stopthistimeIpickedherasshekickedtheair

tryingtopunchmewhilecryingandscreaming“I’m

sorryI’msorrymylove”

Beth:“letgoofmeyoucruelbastard”Iputheronthe

bedtookoffherpjbottomasshetriedfightingme

Me:“I’msorrybaby”Iwentdownonhershegasped

herscreamingturnedintoloudmoansshepushed

myheaddeeperintoherpussyIateherupuntilshe

camebutIdidn’tstopIwenthardertoapointwhere

herlegsstartedshakingshefellbackonthebed

from hermultipleorgasm Iwenttoherandkissed

herpushingbackherhairshegrabbedmyhair

yankingitIpusheddownmypjpantsandslammed

intoherhardshecriedout

Beth:“fuckTucker”Ikissedhercheekbornthatwas

alreadybruisedturningnavyatearfellfromhereyeI

wipedit



Me:“IloveyouIloveyousomuch”

Beth:“Iloveyoutoo”Imovedincirclesbeforegoing

outandslammingbackinherhardIkeptmoving

untilwebothcamehardscreamingeachother’s

nameIpulledoutthenlaidnexttohertriedpulling

hertomebutshegotoffthebed

Me:“Bethany”

Beth:“I’mleaving”

Me:“Bethpleasedon’tdothisI’msorry”shewentto

theclosetIfollowedher“I’m sorryBethIshouldn’t

havepunchedyou”shepushedme

Beth:“that’sthethingyoudidn’tjustpunchmeyou

punchedmebecauseofahoeyouwerefucking

while Iwas pregnantand thinking we happily

engagedbutyouwereouttherefuckingbimbosand

nowyoupunchme”Idon’twanalieitwashurting

metohearhercallingZamanamesshewasn’t



Zamawasmoreofadecentpersonthanhershe

knewthingsZamahadneverheardof

Me:“pleasedon’tgoI’msorryokayIloveyouBeth”

Beth:“IloveyoutooI’m alsosorry”sheputonher

jeansandatanktopwithflipflopswhileIbegged

hertonotgoshetriedwalkingoutbutIlockedthe

doorandputthekeyinmypocketwetriedfighting

forit

Me:“IwillswallowitBethanyIpromiseyou”she

backedoffme

Beth:“IwanttogohomeTucker”

Me:“thisisyourhomeandyouwantyourbrotherto

comeaftermewhenheseesyourface”

Beth:“youhitmeTuckerandIcan’tbeunderthe

sameroofwithherpleaseletmegohome”

Me:“pleasedon’tleaveBethpleaseI’m sorryokay



butwhatZamaandIhadwasovermonthsago

pleasemyheart”

Beth:“I’mnotbreakingupwithyouIjustwanttogo

home”

Me:“youwillcomebacklateronright”

Beth:“yes”

Me:“youpromiseme”

Beth:“Ipromiseyou”

Me:“okay”Ikissedherthenopenedthedoorshe

walked to thenurseryand tookPenelope“you

leavingmydaughterbehindBethyousayyouwant

togohomeandthisisherhomesoyouleavingher

behind”

Beth:“Ican’tgowithoutmychildTuckeryouknow

that”

Me:“thenIguessyounotleaving”



Beth:“don’tbeadick”

Me:“whynot?Youloveadick”sheclickedher

tongueandputPenelopedownafterkissingher

foreheadsheleftIwentdownstairsbayandawas

sittinginfrontofthetv

Bayanda:“Ican’tbelieveyouhitherbruthatwasso

wrongwedon’thitwomen”Isighedburyingmyface

onmyhands

Me:“Ididn’tmean to she keptswearing and

screamingatmeandshehitZamaforthatspilt

secondIlostit”

Bayanda:“youwerewrongandshewillneverforget

thatyouhither”

Me:“that’srichcomingfromjudgingbyhowyouhit

Stacybeyondrecognitionandshewentintocoma

backinhighschool”

Bayanda:“andthat’swhyIsaidyoushouldn’thave



hitherbecauseyoucouldhaveseriouslyhurther

youknowwehaveangerissueswhydoyouthink

dadleftinsteadofstayingandarguingwithZama

becauseheknewwhereitwasgoingtolead”

Me:“ImessedupIknowbutpleaseBayanda”

Bayanda:“veryeventfulmorningIfeellikeI’m on

thosefakerealityshows”

Me:“dadisseeingmyexnotjustanyexbutZamaI

loveZama”

Bayanda:“lovedisthewordyoushouldbeusing”I

nodded

Me:“shecan’tBayandatheyhavetobreakup”

Bayanda:“Iagreewithyouitwrongandtwistedand

she’syoungerthanustheycan’t”

Me:“Ithinkweshouldcalloupatotalksomesense

intodad”



Bayanda:“I’llcallhimbutmaybeyoushouldtalkto

Zamatellhertobreakupwithhim”

Me:“shehatesmeshewon’tlistentome”

Bayanda:“shelovedyoutoomuchtojusthateyou

talktohershewilllistentoyou”

Me:“Ihopesotoobecausethiscan’thappen”

Bayanda:“helovesher”

Me:“whathurtsthemostisthattheyactuallylove

eachotherGodI’mgoingtobesick”hechuckled“to

thinkitwasZamathewholetimeallthesemonths

thosegiggleandthesexmoans”

Bayanda:“youcouldn’thearthatthosebelongedto

heryoustupidshit”hesaidlaughing

Me:“voestekbayanda”Ismackedthebackofhis

head

Bayanda:“I’mgoingtohityou”



Me:“ohcomeonIgotalotgoingonI’llputyouina

hospital”

Bayanda:“yeahmaybethisisnotthetime”hestood

upwenttothekitchenIsatbackonthecouchwitha

hugesigh

.

#Zama

*

*

Iwaswokenupbycoldhandssnakingaroundmy

waistIcaughthisscentmybodyjustrelaxed

Brian:“areyouup”

Me:“yes”Iturnedaroundandfacedhimhetouched

mycheek

Brian:“whohityoubaby”



Me:“Beth”

Brian:“I’msorryI’lltalktoher”

Me:“nodon’tIjustwanttoforgetiteverhappened.

I’msorryBrianIreallydidn’tknowitneveroccurred

tomeImeanyoulooksoyoungandthey20”

Brian:“andI’m39”myeyespoppedouthechuckled

Me:“you20yearsolderthanme”

Brian:“Iknow”

Me:“itdoesn’tmatterIloveyou”

Brian:“andIloveyoumore”wekissedshortly

“mam’sophiesaysyouhaven’teatenthewholeday

youlockedyourselfinhereyouevenskippeddinner”

Me:“yeah”

Brian:“situpsoyoucaneat”Ididhegotoffthebed

gavemefoodIheldhishands



Me:“whathappened”hisfistswerebloody

Brian:“wentboxingkindaforgottoweargloves”

Me:“howdoyoukindaforgettowearaprotective

gear”

Brian:“ijustdidZamamymindwassomewhere

else”heopenedthetvIstartedeatingIdidn’teven

wanttoquestionhim becauseIknew wherehis

mindwasIfinishedeatinginsilencethenstoodup

soIcouldtakethedishestothekitchen

Brian:“whereyougoing”

Me:“kitchen”

Brian:“putonpants”Iwasstillwearinghist-shirt

Me:“hhu”

Brian:“pants”InoddedandputthetraydownIwent

totheclosetandputonmyleggingsIgotoutthe

closettookmydishesdownIwashedthem then



wentbackupstairsIwenttoshowergotoutwore

mypjsIwentbacktobedisnuggledupnexttohim

heheldmeIjustdriftedbacktosleep

PART14UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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IwokeupinthemorningwhenIfeltcoldlipsonmy

lipsIopenedmyeyesfoundmyman’seyeslooking

atmeIsmiledhemovedbackIsatuphewas

dressedup

Brian:“goodmorningbaby”

Me:“morningmylove”hepushedmyweaveback

Brian:“yousleptwell”



Me:“yesandyou”

Brian:“yeahIhavetogotoworkIgotappointments”

Me:“ohletmewashmyfacefirstthenyoucandrop

meoffatthecommune”

Brian:“nostayI’llbebackduringthedayjusta

matteroffewhours”

Me:“noBrianyoucan’tleavemeherewithyour

family”hefrowned

Brian:“I’m seriousaboutyouZamasoyoucan’t

avoidthem”

Me:“atleastifyouhereitbetter”

Brian:“youstillinlovewithbandile”

Me:“noofcosnot”

Brian:“thentheywon’tbeanyproblemsIspoketo

themtheyknowhowimportantyouaretome”



Me:“Icancometoworkwithyou”

Brian:“youcan’tavoidthemZamabutthecarkeys

areintheclosetontopofthesafeyoucangooutif

youwantto”Ihadmydriverslicensenow

Me:“okay”

Brian:“andyouhaveeverythingyouneedinthis

roomI’lltellmam’sophietobringyoufood”

Me:“haibobabyIcan’tletthatoldwomanserveme

itnotrightshe’smymother’sage”hechuckled

Brian:“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”wekissed

Brian:“walkmetothedoor”Igotoffthebedwore

myuggsheheldmybackbringingourbodies

togetherwekissedtoapointwhereIcouldfeelhis

erectiononmystomachhepulledbackchuckling

Me:“thethingsyoudo”



Brian:“ityourfault”

Me:“a.adon’tlie”hegavemeasoftpeckIwalked

himdownstairsIcouldheartheirvoicesandthetvin

thetvroom wegottothedooritwasraining“on

suchacolddaythoughbabe”

Brian:“I’mnotahumanblanketma’Mnguni”hewas

smiling

Me:“comebackearly”

Brian:“latest14:00I’llbeinbedwithyounaked”I

giggledheputhishandonmyheadsinkinghis

fingersinmyweave“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iloveyousomuchmore”wekissedshortly

Brian:“nowIregretnotparkinginthegarage”he

kissedmyforeheadandrantohiscarhehooted

oncebeforedrivingoffIturnedafterclosingthe

doorIattemptedtogoupwhensomeonecleared

theirthroatIturneditwasmam’sophie



Me:“hellomah”

Her:“how areyoumychild”Ihadmetherfew

monthsagoshewassuchasweetwoman

Me:“I’mokaymahandyou”

Her:“I’m good,yourbreakfastisinthemicrowave

everyonehaseaten”

Me:“okaythankyou”shenoddedanddisappearedI

wenttothekitchenpassingthetvroom Bayanda

wastherewithBandile“goodmorning”Ididn’teven

waitfortheirreplyIgotinthekitchenwarmedmy

foodwhilepouringmyselfcoffee

Bandile:“thecream isinthetoprightcupboardI

knowhowyoupreferyourcoffeewhite”

Me:“thankyou”Itookthecreamer

Bandile:“soyouandmyfather”

Me:“Idon’twanttotalkaboutmyrelationshipwith



you”Itookmyplateandmycupwentpasshim I

wenttoBrian’sroom openedthetvthenstarted

eatingIcouldhearPenelopewailingIdon’twantlie

myheartbrokeIthoughtabouthowmychildwould

be3monthsnowthatonlyfueledthehateIhad

towardsBandileshewouldn’tstopcryingIstarted

thinkingmaybeshewasaloneIgotoffthewent

wentouttheroomIfollowedhercryuntilIgottothis

room itwassobeautifulitwastrulyaprincess’s

roomIwonderedifmychildwouldhavehadaroom

likethishadIkeptherorshewouldhaveshareda

roomwithmeathomeIwentovertothebathroom

hernannywasbathingherIturnedtogooutbutmy

faceslammedonBandile’schest

Me:“sorry”Imovedasidebutheheldmyarm I

yankeditoff

Bandile:“Zama”



Me:“don’ttouchme”

Bandile:“ZamaI’msorry”

Me:“yourdaughteriscrying”

Bandile:“shehateswater”Iwentouthefollowed

afterme“youstillnotoveritareyou”

Me:“fuckoff”

Bandile:“doesmyfatherknow”Istoppedwalking

Me:“don’truinthisformebandilepleaseIlovehim”

Bandile:“breakupwithhim”

Me:“nxa”IwalkedfastergotinlockingthedoorI

tookmyphonestartedchattingwhileeating

Mbali:“Ican’tbelievehistheirdaddangbooyouin

shit,isheangry?”

Me:“nonotreallyImeanhewasyesterdaybutnot

anymoreorhisnotshowingit”



Mbali:“justlovehimdon’tletthiscomebetweenyou

too”

Me:“andyouwhenareyouleavingSabelo’shouse”

afterthattimeSbobeatherupanditwassobad

shehadtostayatthecommunefor3weeksnot

attendingbecauseofthebruisestheybrokeupshe

dumpedhimandstartedseeingSabelo

Mbali:“lolIdon’tknowhedoesn’twantmetogo

homesoIthinkI’llspendmyholidayshere”

Me:“JesusMbaliyouneedtogiveyourpunania

brakeletitbreath”

Mbali:“fuckyoubitch!”Igiggled

Me:“lolyouknowI’mright”

Mbali:“don’tactlikeyoudon’twanttospendyour

holidayswithBrian”

Me:“ifonlyhedidn’tcamewiththedramaIwould



butrightnowIjustwanttogohomebewithmy

family”

Mbali:“#sigh….Donotletyourstepchildrengetto

you”Ilaughedoutloudly

Me:“lmaoIam theirstepmom?LolyourightI’m

theirmothertheyshouldshowsomerespect!!”

Mbali:“yestellthemtocallyoumommy…..Lol”

Me:“youcrazy”

Mbali:“I’msoboredSabeloisatwork”

Me:“Brianisalsoatwork”

Mbali:“soyoujustalonewithyourkidsanddaughter

inlaw”

Me:“don’tplaybutyeahI’mwiththemeventhoughI

haven’tseenBethsincesheslappedmeIdon’tthink

she’shere”

Mbali:“shehityou!!!FuckbooIhopeyouhither



back”

Me:“notreally”

Mbali:“I’m gettinganuberI’m comingtherewe

goingtosortherout”Ichuckled

Me:“loldon’tbecrazy”

Mbali:“comevisitme”

Me:“itcoldandrainingBrianwillbebacksoon”

Mbali:“youlovethedickoveryourbestfriend”

Me:“lolyousayingthatbecauseyoudon’tknowhis

dick”

Mbali:“lolmxmbitch”

Me:“letmegobath”

Mbali:“later,loveyou”

Me:“loveyou”IloggedoutIgotoffthebedsoIcan

takethedishesinthekitchenandbath



.

#Bandile

*

*

BayandaandIwerejustwatchingtvwhenBethgot

inwithherbrotherIstoodupandputmyhandsup

hewasalreadywalkingtowardsme

Me:“don’tdosomethingyougoingtoregretKevin”

Kevin:“Ialreadyregrettrustingyouwithmylittle

sister”hethrewinthefirstpunchIstumbledbackI

reallydidn’twanttofighthimbecauseIwasgoingto

hurthim

Bayanda:“Kevindon’tdisrespectmyfather’shouse”

hepulledhimbackbutKevinshovedhimoff

Kevin:“youcheatonherrepeatedlythenwhenshe

confrontsyouyouhither”hepunchedmystomachI



feltmybreakfastwantingtocomeout

Bayanda:“Bethseriously!!!!”

Beth:“don’tshoutatme”

Me:“Kevinbruthatwasthelastonebutifyouhitme

ag..”Ididn’tfinishmysentencehepunchedmyface

IlostmycoolIstartedhittinghimbackIdon’tknow

whathappenedbutlikeaminutelaterBayandawas

holdingmebacktellingmetobreathKevinwas

layingonthefloornotmovingandcoveredinblood

withBethkneelingnexttohimcrying

Me:“I…No!I’msorryIdidn’tmeanto….Bayanda”

Bayanda:“youblackedoutgotoyourroom dadis

coming”thisiswhywedidn’tgetintofights

Me:“Beth”shelookedatme

Beth:“Ihateyou”IlookeddownstartedwalkingI

sawZamastandingtherewithdishesinherhands



shelookedshockedherhandswereshakingIjust

walkedpasshergoingtomyroom

.

#Bayanda

*

*

Zama:“shouldn’tyoucallanambulanceBayanda”

Beth:“shutupbitch!!”

Zama:“I’mtryingtohelp”

Beth:“nobodyaskedforyourhelpjustgetthefuck

outofthishousethisisallyourfault”

Zama:“youcan’tchasemeoutitnotyourhouse”

Beth:“youcouldn’tgetthesonnowyougotyour

clawsonthefatherareyouthatdesperate”

Zama:“don’ttalktomelikethat”



Beth:“I’lltalktoyouhoweverIwantslut!!”

Me:“enough!!!!!Thisismyfather’shouseshow

somefuckingrespectstopbehavingratchetBeth”

JesusBandile’swomenKevinwokeupcoughing

Bandilereallymessedhim uphisfacewasalready

swollen

Beth:“KevinareyouokayohmyGod”shestarted

wailingdadgotinrunningIsaw Zamasmilehe

winkedatherbeforecomingtokneelnexttoKevin

Dad:“where’syourbrotherBayanda”

Me:“hisroom”henoddedheopeneduphisbag

Dad:“howyoufeelingKevin”

Kevin:“dizzywhathappened”

Dad:“youmetTucker’sfist”Kevincougheddad

startedcheckinghimout

Kevin:“fuckI’mgoingtokillhim”Ichuckled



Dad:“lookI’mgoingtotakeyoutomyhospitalyou

need a head scan, broken nose, possible

psychometricfracture”

Beth:“hisgoingtobeokayright”

Dad:“helpmecarryhimtothecarBayanda”

Kevin:“Icanwalk”wehelpedhimstanduptookhim

tothecardadgotinaftergivingZamaasoftpeck

hedroveoff

Beth:“I’mgoingtokillyourbrother”

Me:“I’dsuggestyoulethimbreathfornow”

Beth:“mxm”

Zama:“ishegoingtopresscharges”

Me:“itwasselfdefenseweallsawthatandbesides

I’m sureBethdoesn’twanttoseebandileinprison

just3weeksbeforetheirwedding”

Zama:“in3weeks”



Beth:“whatyouthoughtfuckinghim willmakehim

leaveme”

Me:“whydidyoubringKevinhereBethwhatwere

youhopingtoachieve”

Beth:“IwantedPenelopeTuckerwouldn’tletme

takeher”

Me:“Penelopeisnotgoinganywhereyouwantedto

gotoyourhomerightandthisisherhomeshe’snot

leavingIdon’tknowwhatyouplayingat”sheclicked

hertongueandwalkedinthehousepushingZama

asideshehuffed“sorry”

Zama:“itnotyourfault”shegotinIwentupto

Bandile’sroom IheardtheshowersoIwentinthe

bathroomhewassittingintheshowerfullydressedI

satoutsideitI’mnotcrazy

Bandile:“Isheokay”

Me:“yeahhisangrythoughsoisBeth”



Bandile:“Itoldhimtostop”

Me:“Iknowlittlebroitnotyourfault”henodded

“howaboutwegetyououtofherebeforeyoucatch

acold”

Bandile:“yeah”hestoodupclosedthewaterIleft

himtherewenttomyroomIchangedintojoggersa

sweaterandsneakersIneededtoseemywoman

thedramainthishousewastoomuchIdroveoffin

afewminutesIwasgettinginatFezeka’shouseI

found heron the couch covered in a blanket

watchingtv

Me:“heylove”shelookedupwithasmile

Fezeka:“hibabedidn’thearyoucomingin”Ikissed

herthengotonthecouchpullinghertomychest

Me:“that’sbecausethevolumeistoohighwheres

Lisa”

Fezeka:“asleepImissedyou”



Me:“youcouldhaveaskedmetocomehereoryou

couldhavecamehomebutIalsomissedyou”

Fezeka:“Lisabeenwantingtocomeshesaysshe

missesPenelope”Ichuckled“asifPenelopecan

playwithher”

Me:“goodthingyoudidn’tcomethere’stoomuch

dramarightnowLisacan’tbearoundthat”

Fezeka:“whatgoingon”

Me:“dadisdatingZama”

Fezeka:“ZamaasinBandile’sex”

Me:“yeah”shegiggled

Fezeka:“wow!”

.

#Zama

*



*

Itbeenaweeksincethewholesagaoffindingout

BrianisBandile’sdadIdon’twanttolieafterBandile

beatupKevinhehasn’tbeenhisusualhappyselfhe

wasalwayslockedupinhisroom wellBrianandI

werealsoalwayslockedupinhisroomifhedidn’t

havetogotoworkitwasreallybotheringmeIhated

thatIstillcaredabouthimsometimesIwantedtogo

tohisroomjusttomakesureheisokaybutIknew

Brianwouldoverthinkthings.Bethwasstillather

homeatthispointnobodyknewiftheweddingwas

stillgoingtohappenornotBeth’sfatheroncecalled

BrianhewasnotpleasedanditannoyedBrian.

Anywho!!!Iwasleavingtomorrowdadwascoming

topickmeupallmyresultswereoutandIgot

nothingbelow85Icouldn’twaittoshowmyparents

myresultsevenmybrother.

BrianandIwereinthekitchenitwasSaturdayjust



during thedayhewasmaking uslunchwhen

someonerangthedoorbell

Brian:“getthatbabe”

Me:“okay”Igotoffthehighchairwenttoopenthe

dooritwasablackwomanandawhiteman“uhm

hi”thewomanlookedatmeindisgustitwasasifI

stinkwhilethemanlookedatmeupanddown

shakinghisheadindisapproval

Her:“areyounotgoingtoletusin”shegotin

pushingmeasideIhitthewall

Him:“whereisBrian”

Me:“kitchen”thewomanledthewaythereIfollowed

afterthem

Brian:“mahpa!!!”HelookedattheminshockIjust

knewI’m screwedthewomanstartedshoutingin

AfrikaansBriankepthisheaddown



PART15UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Zama

*
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BriankeptcringingashismotherthrewoutwordsI

couldn’tevenunderstandatthatpointIwishedIhad

chosenAfrikaansasanadditionallanguageinstead

ofZuluhisfatheralsospokebutcalmlyhismother

shothisfatheralookthatcouldkillIjustturned

wentupstairs to Brian’s room Istayed there

watchingtvafterawhileBriancamein

Brian:“I’msorry”

Me:“pleasetakemebacktothecommune”

Brian:“butyou were going to leave tomorrow

morning”



Me:“Ineedtopackanyway”

Brian:“noIcan’tletyougowhenyouupset”

Me:“I’llbefineBrianIjustwanttogobacktomy

place”helookedpullinghishair

Brian:“pleasema’MguniI’mbeggingyoudon’tgoit

ourlastnighttogetherI’llonlyseeyouafteramonth”

Me:“takemetomyplaceBrian”henoddedIgotoff

thecouchputonmyshoesIwenttotheclosettook

myhandbagandmythighbootsbecauseIwanted

togohomewiththemhetookthecarkeyswewent

downstairshisparentsweresittingintheloungehis

mom clickedhertonguewhenwewentpass.He

openedthedoorIgotinhewentinhissideand

droveoffhewentpastchickenlickendrivethrough

boughtmeaburgerandwingsallinsilencehedidn’t

evenaskmeifIwantitjustthesmellofitmademe

wanttothrowuphewasabouttodriveoffwhenI



ranoutgoingtothenearestbinIthrew upuntil

nothingwascomingouthegavemeabottleof

waterIrinsedmymouththendranksome

Brian:“areyouokay”

Me:“yes”

Brian:“yousure”

Me:“yes”wewentbacktothecarhehadparked

nexttothegaragestore

Brian:“willyouneedanythingelse?Doyouhave

somethingtoeatinthemorning?”

Me:“yes”henoddedanddroveoffIstillcouldn’t

standthesmellIopenedthewindow“Idon’twant

thisfoodBrian”Idon’tevenknowwhybecauseit

wasmyfavoritecomfortmealevenheknewthat

Brian:“whydidn’tyousayso”

Me:“youcouldhaveaskedmebeforebuyingitmos”



Brian:“don’tgivemeanattitude”Ilookedoutsidethe

window“whatareyougoingtoeatthen”

Me:“Iwanthakeandprawnswithfries”

Brian:“okay”hechangedhisroutedrivingtowards

themallwegotheparkedandgotouthecameto

openmydoorIgotoutheheldmyhandwedroveto

oceanbasketwehadlunchthenheorderedmetake

awayweleftwegottothecommuneIdidn’twantto

getoutkeshameIactuallyconsideredsleepingin

thecarorgoingbacktohishouse

Brian:“babe”

Me:“mmh”

Brian:“what’swrong”

Me:“Idon’twantyoutogoBrian”Icouldfeelmy

tearsthreateningtocomeout

Brian:“butbabeyousaidyouwanttoleave”Ijust



startedcryingsilentlyhelookedatmeallconfused

thenundidmybelthepulledmetohimIheldhist-

shirt“let’sgobackbabe”

Me:“noyourparentshateme”

Brian:“Iloveyouthat’stheonlyimportantthing”

Me:“whatwasshesayingwhenshewasshoutingin

Afrikaans”

Brian:“nothingrelevant”hemovedmyfacefromhis

chestandheldmychinIlookedathimashelooked

atmeIwasstillcryingitlikehewassearchingfor

somethinginmyeyes“IloveyouZamagcina”he

kissedmeshortly“I’llmarryyouIpromiseIdon’t

careaboutwhateveryonesaysassoonasyouready

I’llmarryyoubecausemyheartsaysyoutheoneand

that’stheonlyimportantthing”Ibrokeoutinasoft

sobheheldmetightlyIjustcried

ImustfellasleepbecauseIwaswokenupbyhis



phoneringingIlookedaroundIwasinbedIsatup

wewerebackinhishouseItookhisphoneSabelo

wascallingIanswered

Me:“hello”

Sabelo:“tshinma’Mnguniphiledodakho”

Me:“angazIjustwokeup”

Sabelo:“tellhim tocallmewegoingtopmbinan

hourI’vebeentryingtocallhim”thedooropened

andBriangotin

Me:“thereheis”

Brian:“whoisitbaby”

Me:“Sabelo”Igavehimthephonetheyspokeashe

walkedintheclosetItooktheremoteonthe

bedsideswitchedonthetvBriancameoutofthe

closetlaughing

Brian:“yeahI’llmety’alltheresure”hedroppedthe



callthengotonthebedstandingonhisfeethe

pulledmeuphestartedjumpingonthebedIgiggled

whiletellinghim tostopbuthedidn’tIendedup

joininghimwejumpedonthebedlaughinguntilIgot

tiredIlaiddownhejoinedmeIgotontopofhim

Brian:“mmhIlikeyourmindmylove”Ismiledand

pulledoffmydressheheldmyassItookoffhist-

shirtthenranmyhandsalloverhisabswhile

grindingonhim“wegoingtopmbbabe”

Me:“when”Istartedkissinghisneckgoingdown

Brian:“inanhour”

Me:“I’llbequickifyoupromisetobequick”he

chuckledIwastakinghisshortsoffalongwithhis

boylegshisdicksprungoutfreehewasalreadyhard

Brian:“I’llbequick”Itookoffmypantythenslide

downonhim slowlyuntilhewasallinIwasstilla

littleuncomfortablewithbeingontopBriandickwas



toolarge“fuck!!”Ikissedhimandstartedmovinghe

triedtakingmybraoffIpulledback

Me:“don’ttouchthembabytheyhurt”

Brian:“sorry”

AnhourandfewminuteslaterIwastakingamirror

selfofusIwaswearingblackhighwaistjeggings,

anolivegreenlacecroptopwithmyblackthigh

bootshewaswearingblackrippedjeanswithan

olivegreenlongsleevehoodyt-shirtandblackyeezy

bootsmyweavewastiedinamessybun.Heheld

myhandandwewalkeddownstairsIcouldhear

laughtercomingfrom thetvroom evenBethwas

backwegotinhisX6andhedroveoffinfew

minuteswewereparkedoutsidecubanahegotoff

andcametoopenmydoorIgotoffwewentinhis

friendswere sitting around the table thatwas

alreadyfilledwithdrinksandmeatplattersMbali



jumpedoffherchair

Mbali:“I’vemissedyou”wehuggedtightlyforavery

longtimeI’vereallyfoundasisterinthisgirl

Me:“Ialsomissedyouboo”weletgoofeachotherI

wenttositnexttobrainEthanandMpilointroduced

thegirltheywerewith

Mbali:“sobooIwastellingSabelothatIabsolutely

havetogohomehecan’tkeepmeathishouse

unlessheputsaringonit”sheshowedhimherhand

Igiggled

Sabelo:“whydoesshegetstobebooandI’mSabelo

maybesheshouldputtheringonit”

Mbali:“shedoesn’thavewhatyougotmylove”she

pointedtohisdickwithhereyesshewasdefinitely

notsober

Brian:“areyouokaywiththechampagnebabeor

youwantyouricetropez”heaskedinmyear



Me:“finewiththechampagnebabe”hepoureditfor

methenmixedhisHennessywithiceandlittlebitof

waterthenhesatbackandpointtohislapwithhis

headIwenttositthereitwasalittlelaterwhen

Sisiphoscreamedforthisgirlcomingtowardsus

shewaswearingashortbadgereddressshe

greetedandSisiphointroducedhertoMbaliandIthe

guyswerelookingateachotherbrainjustgot

tensedIcouldfeelhimbehindmeshetookthechair

Iwassittingonandsatdown

Selunathi:“Brianareyounotgoingtooffermea

drink”MbaliandIlookedateachother

Brain:“ifyou don’tdrink what’s on the table

Selunathicallawaitress”

Selunathi:“youknowI’mawineperson”

Sisipho:“Briangogetherwine”Mbalichuckledin

disbeliefIshookmyheadather



Mpilo:“comeonbabydon’tdothat”shepoutedhe

gaveherasoftpeck

Sabelo:“whoinvitedyouhereselunathi”

Sisipho:“Ididshe’smyfriendshewasbored”

Sabelo:“Mpilo”hewarnedMpilostoodupandpulled

sisiphouptofollowhim

Selunathi:“whatdoyoudoZama”

Me:“student”

Selunathi:“nowonderyoulookyoung”Igavehera

fakesmile“I’magynecologistmypracticeishere”

Me:“that’snice”

Selunathi:“whatyear”

Me:“2nd”

Selunathi:“aren’tthetwinsdoingtheir3rdyear

Brian”



Brian:“stayoutmyofmybusinessselunathi”Itried

standingupbutBrianheldmedown

Mbali:“thisoldmagrizaistryingtostartsomething”

Selunathi:“shouldn’tyoubeatresorsomething

preparingforsuppexamsorsomething”

Mbali:“andshouldn’tyoubeathomewithyourcats

drinking winewhilewatching Romeo and Juliet

tryingtoreliveyourgoldendays”theguyschuckledI

smiledMpilocamebackwithSisiphowholooked

likeshehasbeencryingtheysatdown

Sisipho:“I’msorryBrian”

Brian:“IthinkitZamathatyouhavetoapologizetoo

becauseyoubroughtmyexinherpresencethatwas

rude”

Selunathi:“mxm”

Mbali:“dikazidini”



Sabelo:“baby”

Sisipho:“I’msorryZama”

Me:“it’scool”Ijustalittlesadthatbrainwasdating

selunathiwas beautifuland successfulclearly

aroundhisagegroupI’m surehisparentswould

approveeveryonecontinuedhavingfunhourslaterI

wasstillfeeling sometypawayIwasn’teven

drinkinganymoresisiphoandselunathiwereonthe

dancingwhilestandingaroundthetableMbaliand

sabelo were busysucking faces Onica Ethan’s

womangottoodrunktoearlysotheyleft

Brian:“let’sgohome”hewhisperedwhilebitingon

myneckhewasalsodrunkwhichwasafirst

becausewheneverwegooutIalwaysgetdrunknot

him

Me:“okay”hestoodupandpulledmeup

Brian:“weleaving”



Sabelo:“werightbehindyou”

Mpilo:“ustoo”

Selunathi:“youdrunkBriancanyoudrivealltheway

todurban”

Me:“Icantakecareofmyman”

Brian:“youtellherbaby”heputhisarmaroundmy

neckwhilegrabbingmyasswewalkedout

Me:“keys”hesmiledandgavethem tomehe

openedthedriver’sseatIgotinandhewentinon

theothersideIreversedSelunathiwasstanding

therewatchingmeIwinkedatheranddroveoffby

thetimeIentereddurbanhewassnoringIparked

outsidethegarageandjuststaredathimhewasso

hothesmiled

Brian:“didn’tyourparentsteachyouitrudetostare”

Igiggledheopenedhiseyes



Me:“youup”

Brian:“thecarstoppedmoving”

Me:“yougorgeousbabe”

Brian:“youtoonowletgoinI’dliketoburymyselfin

youbeforewesleep”IsmiledIdon’tknowwhatwas

happeningwithmebutIhadfallendeeplyinlove

withsex

Me:“okay”wegotoffthecarwentin

Brian:“thethingsI’lldotoyou”hesaidbitingmy

neckIgiggledsomeoneclearedtheirthroatIgot

shockedweturneditwashismothercarryinga

bottleofwater

Her:“itafter03:00Brian”

Brian:“goodnightmahorrathergoodmorning”he

heldmyhandwewentupassoonasheclosedthe

doorcarryingitheliftedmeupandputmeonthe



couchclothesflew offheturnedmearoundand

slammedintomefromthebehindIscreamed

.
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IhadbeenupsinceIhearddad’scarearlymorning

Zama’sgigglesjustbrokemyheartBethwasspread

outnexttomeweweregettingmarriedinafew

days butIhad neverbeen so unsure about

something.She only came back because my

grandparentswereheretheylovedherIdon’twant

tolieIhadfallenoutoflovewithBethIdon’teven

seeourmarriageworkingIwantedtoputastoptoit

butIknewitwouldbreakherandI’vealreadyputher

throughtoomuch.Igotoffthebedwenttothe

bathroomIwashedmyfacethenbrushedmyteethI



wenttotheclosetputonshortsandavestIwore

myslippersandwentdownstairsstraighttothe

kitchenthecoffeewasalreadydoneIpouredmyself

acupthensatonthehairchairdadgotin

Dad:“morningson”

Me:“morningpahowareyou”Idon’tliethisthing

withZamareallymessedupourrelationshipthatwe

hadspentthewholeoflastyeartryingtobuild

Dad:“I’mfine”heputfoodinthemicrowave

Me:“hakeandprawnssoearly”

Dad:“itZamashe’sgoingcrazyoverthisIjustcame

backfrom fishawaysandnowshe’scomplaining

that’sittoocold”

Me:“itseafood”

Dad:“exactly!!She’sdrivingmecrazy”IchuckledI

hadneverseendadlikethis“whereisBeth”



Me:“asleep”

Dad:“doyouthinkshewillbecomfortablewithme

bringingZamatotheweddingit’sherdaysoIdon’t

wanttospoilitinanyway”

Me:“itwon’tbeaproblem”forBethshewilllove

gloatingbutitwillkillmetosaymyvowswithZama

there

Dad:“okay”hetookoutthefood“ohandtellyour

brotherIsaidI’m cuttingbothyourallowanceover

thestuntyoutwopulledbringingyourgrandparents

intomyrelationship”hewalkedoutleavingshocked

Imeanhecan’tdothathowarewesupposedto

surviveonr4000thatmom givesuswedon’teven

havepetrolcardsmam’sophiegotigreetedhershe

startedmakingbreakfastnolieIwasseriously

stressedoverthisallowancecuttingbusinessIwas

stilllostinmythoughtswhenBethgotincarrying



PenelopeIjustsmileandtookmydaughtershe

madethiscrazyworldmakesensetoherfather

Me:“hellodaddy’sprincess”Istartedplayingwith

herIwassoinlovewithmybaby“heyBeth”

Beth:“mmh”things were really notthe same

betweenBethandI

Me:“Idon’tevenknowwhywestillgettingmarried”

sheturnedinaspeedandlookedatmemam’sophie

droppedsomething

Beth:“repeatthat”

Me:“youheardme”IgotoffthehighchairIgotout

thekitchenandmetouma

Ouma:“didIjusthearyoucorrectlyBandile”

Me:“Idon’tknow,didyou”yohsheslappedmeso

hardIalmostdroppedPenelope

Ouma:“letmeknowwhenyouthinkyourballsare



toobig”

Me:“okay”Icouldfeelmyangerbrewingsheraised

herhandtohitmeagainbutImoved“areyousure

youreallywanttodothat”

Ouma:“youwouldn’teventhinkaboutit”Imoved

asideandwentupIgotinmyroom Iputmy

daughteronthebedthenlaidnexttohershekepton

makingthosebabysoundswhilegrabbingherfeet

thedooropenedandBethgotin

Beth:“youdon’twanttomarrymeanymoreTucker”

Me:“Ido”shebreathedout

Beth:“thenwhydidyouscaremelikethat”

Me:“wasjustirritatedthatyouhavebeenignoring

mesincethatwholepunchaccident”

Beth:“youhurtmeBandile”shesaidsoftlyandmy

heartmeltedlikeitalwaysdidwhensheusedthat



name

Me:“comehere”shewalkedtomewehugged

tightly

Beth:“tellmewegoingtobefine”

Me:“wegoingtobejustfineIloveyousomuch”

Beth:“Iloveyousomuch”

.
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ItbeenaweeksinceIwashomeImissedBrianso

muchIwouldfindmyselfcryingIwasinmyroom

watchingamoviewithSthemomanddadwereout

withMbisowhenmyphonerangIsmileditwasmy

babe



Me:“baby”SthelookedatmegigglingIdon’teven

knowwhatsheknowsaboutabobaby

Brian:“mylove”

Me:“Imissyousobad”

Brian:“whydon’tyoutakeawalk”

Me:“ithot”itreallywasIwaswearingawhitedress

shirtandbumshortsunderneath

Brian:“don’tyouwanttoseeme”Isatup

Me:“ofcosIdo”

Brian:“I’m alittlelost”hesoundedembarrassedI

giggled“Iwantedtosurpriseyou”

Me:“whereareyou”

Brian:“Scottburgh”Ilaughed

Me:“whatthehellbaby!Youhaveagps.I’lltextyou

thedirections”



Brian:“thankyouIloveyou”

Me:“loveyoutoo”hedroppedthecallIsenthimthe

directionthewholetimeSthewaslookingatme

“whatkid”

Sthe:“youhaveaboyfriend”

Me:“what’saboyfriend”

Sthe:“aboywhoisafriendyoutellhimyoulovehim

callhimbabysharelunchwithandkissbythetuck

shop”Ichuckled

Me:“youhaveaboyfriendsthembile”shenodded

Sthe:“hisnameisZikhonahisinmyclass”

Me:“momwillhityouifshehearsthat”

Sthe:“Iheard him talking to dad aboutbeing

grandparentsdoesthatmeanIamgoingtohavea

baby”Ichuckled

Me:“noIdon’tthinkso”Igotoffthebedtookmy



clothesoffIwrappedatowelaroundmybodyand

wenttotakeaquickcoldshowergotoutlotioned

thenworeayellowboobtubemaxidressIbrushed

myweaveBriancalledsayingImustcomeoutIput

onwhitesandalsthenwalkedouthewasparked4

housesawayfromhomehegotoutwhenIwasnear

heliftedmeupspinningmearoundIcouldalready

feelthestaresfrom theneighborsworsehewas

drivinghisR8Iknewtheyweregoingtotalkabout

how Iwenttostudyindurbanandfoodasugar

daddy

Brian:“yougainedweightbaby”hesaidputtingme

down

Me:“I’mhappyandfree”wekissedshortly“let’sget

in”agroupofboyswerealreadystandingmythe

roadlookingatus

Brian:“okay”heopenedthedoorIgotinhewentto



hisside

Me:“Icansmellitbaby”helaughedandleanedover

inthebackseathegavemethetakeawayfrom

oceanbasket

Brian:“Ialmostdidn’tbuyit”Iwasalreadyeating

Me:“goodthingyoudid”

Brian:“youbeingweird”

Me:“Sthehasaboyfriend”welaughed

Brian:“ifellsorryforMakhanya”

Me:“she’sliketheykissbythetuckshopandshare

lunch”

Brian:“whenwehavekidswegoingtomakethem

datethesamesex!”

Me:“that’sinamillionyears”

Brian:“myplanistobedonehavingkidsby43or45

Buhle Makhanya



latestandIstillwant3more”

Me:“youalready39andIdon’tplanonhavingkidsin

thenext10years”

Brian:“compromises”

Me:“inmarriage”hechuckledwesatinhiscar

havingmeaninglessconversationthisboyknocked

onthewindow andaskedforacigaretteBrian

doesn’tsmokehetookouthiswallettogivehim

moneybuttherewasonlyr100notessohegavehim

onetheboycouldn’tstopsayingthankheevensaid

hisgoingtomakesurethatnooneasksmeouthe

willtellthem allthatI’m takenbyarichboerBrian

justlaughedwhileIwasannoyedheleftlateritwas

startingtogetdarkItookmywoolliesplasticthat

wasfilledwithjunkthrew itinmyroom viathe

windowmyparentswereback.TheyhaddinnerI

wasn’thungryafterdinnerIcleanedthekitchenthen



wenttowatchtvwiththetwinsuntilmomgotinthe

lounge

Mom:“ZamayourfatherandIwouldliketospeakto

you”

Me:“okayma”Ifollowedhertotheirbedroomthey

satonthebedIsatonthechairdadcouldn’teven

lookatmemyheartstartedpoundingfast

PART16UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Zama

*

*

Dad:“whatdon’twedoforyouZama”Ilookedat

himpuzzled

Me:“nothingdadyougivemeeverythingIneedand

want”



Mom:“thenwhatdoyouwantfromoldman”

Me:“hhu”

Dad:“themanintheAudi!Whydoyouhaveto

embarrassuslikeit!!!”Iknewtheywereassuming

Brianisoldbecauseofthecarhadtheyseenhim

theywouldn’tbesayinghisoldbecausehelookslike

hisinhisearly20s

Mom:“calm down baba.Zamagcina whatyour

fatheristryingtosayisthat..”

Dad:“whyareyoubeingaslut”Icringedmom

sighed

Mom:“whatareyoudoingwithguyswhoarenot

yourage”

Dad:“doyouwanttofallpregnantZamagcina!!And

youhadtocomeanddoyourshithereinfrontofour

neighborshowmusttheylookatus”



Me:“Ididn’tmeantobedisrespectfulIapologize”I

stoodupleftthem therewithdadscreamingmy

nameIlockedmyselfinmyroomIwasseriouslynot

inthemoodI’vealwaysbeenrespectfultomy

parentsdideverythingtheywantedmetodonever

hadaboyfriendorcrazyfriendsIspentmydayswith

mybooksorwatchingtvbutnowIamaslutthatis

embarrassingthem intheneighborhoodImeanit

notlikeIwasstandinginacornerwithmybaby

daddywhoisadrunkardandaweedheadlikemost

ofthegirlsmyagearoundthearea.Someone

knockedIdidn’tsayanythingthenIheardMbiso’s

voicecallingmynameIopenedthedoortheygotinI

lockedwewatchedcartoonsonmylaptopwhile

eatingjunkfooduntilwefellasleep

.

#Bayanda



*

*

Fezeka:“itnotyourbachelorpartyBayandaIexpect

youtobehavenotevenalapdanceI’m serious”I

chuckled

Me:“howmanytimesmustIcallyou”

Fezeka:“atleastonceanhour”

Me:“okaybabybutifanythinghappensI’llaweara

condomIpromise”shedroppedthecallIcalledher

back3timeswithoutheransweringIsentheran*i

wasjokingbabypleaseansweryourphone*Icalled

hersheansweredbutdidn’tsayanything“Iwas

jokingbabycomeonlightenup”shesniffed

Fezeka:“I’minsecureasshitrightnowBayandaand

youknowthatbutyoudecidedtoplaylikethat”

Me:“itwasstupidofmeI’m sorryIpromiseyouI



swearonourloveIwon’tdoanything”

Fezeka:“Idon’twantyoutogo”

Me:“Fezekawespokeaboutthisitmybrother’s

bachelorpartythatIorganizedIcan’tnotgo”Jake

screamedonthepassagethatweneedtoleave“I

havetogobabyI’llcalleveryhour”

Fezeka:“IloveyouandI’llseeyouinthemorning”

Me:“loveyoumoreyoumyheart”shegiggledand

droppedthecallIgotoutofmyroomrandownstairs

straightout

Bandile:“dudeI’m theonlypersonwhoshouldbe

waitedonnotyou”hewasalreadytipsywehadbeen

drinkingsincesunset

Me:“let’sgetoutofhere”theopenedandOumagot

out

Ouma:“theceremonystartsat10:00Itrustyouall



goingtobethere”

Bandile:“ofcos”wegotinourcarsJakewasdriving

hisfather’srangroverevoquewegotto47thwegot

inwehadbookedatablewegotthereordered

bottlesitwasBandile,Jake,Sbo,Emily,Sizwe,me,

BenandJoeourfriendsfromhighschool

Emily:“let’sgetsomegirlshere”

Bandile:“nowyouspeakingmylanguageIneedto

fucksomeone”Ishookmyhead chuckling we

lookedaround

Sbo:“foundthem!”Hepointedtoagroupofgirls

Bandile:“perfecttheyneedsomeonetobuythem

alcoholanywayImeanwhositswithonebottleof

moetwhenthere’s6ofthem”welaughed

Jake:“brokegirlstryingtofishforguyswhowill

keepthem entertainedforthenight,Igotthis”he

stoodupandpushedhisblondehairback



Me:“cockybastard”

Jake:“comeswiththeJamessurname”hewalked

towardsthegirlsitdidn’teventake2minuteshe

wascomingbackwith

Sizwe:“unbelievable”

Bandile:“betterbelieveit!!!”TheygottousIdidn’t

evenmakeitapointtoremembertheirnamesIwas

notinterestedBandilealreadyhadhisarm around

oneofthem andhishandbetweenherthighsshe

waswearingaminidressIjustfocusedonmy

alcoholandmusicanhourpassedIwentoutcalled

FezekathenwentbackinIdon’tknowwhatwas

wrongwithFezekashewassuddenlyallinsecure

andalwaysoveremotionalwhenIspoketoBandile

hesaidshe’scheatingonmebutnowthat’sone

thingIrefusetobelievethatwomanlovesme

“Ifyoucanlovesomebodylikemeyoumustbe



messeduptoo”Sbosangalonglouddancingwith

onegirlbringingmebacktowhatwashappening.

AttwoweleftwiththegirlstheywerealldrunkIjust

prayedwedon’trunintothepolicewewentto

morningsideIhadrentedahousetheretheyparked

behindmeBandilegotoutscreaming

Bandile:“I’mjustasuckerforpain!!!!”Hepulledthe

closertohimspankingherassshegiggled

Me:“hoe”IspoketomyselfandwalkedinmetSbu

bythedoorthemusicwasalreadypounding

Sbu:“myman!!”Weshoulderbumped

Me:“everythingsetforthisguy”

Sbu:“yeah”theyallgotin“shuthadhegotinherfirst

Iwouldhavethoughthisyou”hesaidpointingto

bandilewhowasalreadysittingonthecouch

Sizwe:“extrabitches”yeptheyweredefinitelydrunk



Me:“Iknow,yougotgirls”

Sbu:“asyourrequest”

Me:“strippers”

Sbu:“intheroomchanging”

Me:“perfect!”IintroducedSbutotheguysthegirls

were already eating there were burgers,meat

plattersandfingerfoodIgotmyselfabottleofbeerI

wasonlystickingtobeerIwentoutsideabitfurther

fromthemusicandcalledFezeka

Fezeka:“mmh”

Me:“Ihatewakingyouup”

Fezeka:“Idon’t”

Me:“ImissyouI’llcometherewhenthisisalldone”

Fezeka:“notakecareofyourbrother”

Me:“sleepbabyI’llcallyouinanhour”



Fezeka:“nocallmewhenyougethomeit’sokay”

Me:“okayIloveyoumyheart”

Fezeka:“loveyoutoo”shedroppedthecallIwentin

thestripperswerealreadyoutdoingtheirthingmy

boysweregoingcrazyIsatdownandwatched

Propstoallthestripersoutthere!!!!

ThegirlsweredoingtheirthingnolieevenIgota

littletooexcitedImeantheasswasjustoutthereall

jigglynottomentionthebreastsandthosemoves

fuckweallgotlapdancesittookeverythinginmeto

notcomeduringthatshitafterthatwepartiedeven

harderIwentaroundtellingtheguysthatcondoms

areunderthepillowsintheroomsbandilewalked

pastmewithhisarmsovertwogirlshewinkedI

chuckledtheywenttooneoftheroomsIpulledthis

girlthathadbeenstealingglancesatmesincethe

club



Me:“let’sgohavefun”shenoddedItookherhand

wewenttooneoftheroomswestartedkissing

.

#Bandile

*

*

IwaswokenupbymyphoneringingnonstopIgot

upmyheadwasbangingthereweretwonakedgirls

spreadoutonthebedIsmiledandgotoffthebedI

tookmyphonefrommyjeanitwasmomcalling

Me:“mom”

Mom:“wherethehellareyouTucker?!!Youandyour

brotherbettergetyourflatassesherenow”she

droppedthecallIshookmyheaditwasreally

painfulIgotdressedandwalkedIwentinevery

room wakingthem upJakewasstillfuckingsome



girl

Jake:“thefuckTucker”

Me:“I’m gettingmarriedtakeyourdickoutoryou

willdealwithouma”Ilookedatthegirlwhohadher

breastscovered“niceassbabes”Iwalkedout

pouredsomevodkainaglassatesomecoldribs

theyallfinallycameoutfrom theroomsweleft

oumastartedshoutingassoonaswegotinthe

house

Bayanda:“we here now and we wasting time

listeningtoyouyellatusinsteadofgoingtoget

ready”hesaidwalkingpastherweallfollowedhim

wewentourseparatewaysIfoundmyblacktuxedo

onthebedalongwiththeblackshirtandblackD&D

slippersIwenttotakeaquickshowergotoutgot

dressedItookafinalelookatmyselfonthemirror

andIlookedfuckinghotIfixedmycolorthengotout



justintimetoseeZamacomingoutofdad’sroom

shelookedbreathtakinglygorgeousinanudetight

fittingstraplessdressjustbelow herkneesand

whiteheelsshehadashortweaveforthefirsttime

everIsawherinmakeupIquicklylookedaway

whenIsawdadcomingoutaswell

Dad:“here’syourbaglove”

Zama:“thankyoubaby”Iwaswalkingawayfast

whendadcalledmyname

Me:“pa”theywalkedcloserdadwaswearingblack

tuxedowithawhiteshirt

Dad:“readyson”

Me:“asI’lleverbe”IwantedtolookatZamabutI

knewlookingatherwillmakethingsworsebetween

dadandI

Dad:“theparty?”



Me:“epic!Outofthisworld”hechuckledZama

droppedsomethingdadbentdownandtookit

Zama:“thankyou”sheputthepowderinherwhite

clutchbag

Me:“Ishouldgobeforeoumaandmom huntme

down”

Dad:“seeyouatthevenue”Inoddedandleftthem

thereIgotdownstairsalltheguyswerethere

Me:“wecanleave”

Mom:“finally!!!”ShewalkedoutLesleycameto

standnexttomeshewasmylittlesister14thenit

Elsa10

Lesley:“she’smorepissedoffaboutfindingthatgirl

yourdadiswithherethenyoubeinglate”we

chuckledshefollowedafterherweallgotoutgotin

ourcarsanddroveofftobotanicgardens.



AnhourlaterIwasstandingatthealterwiththe

groomsmen and the bridesmaidseveryone was

wearingblackIlookedaroundpeoplemyeyes

automaticallylandedonZamashehadherpretty

littleheadondad’sshouldernexttothem was

FezekawhowascarryingLisaIlookedatBayanda

nexttomehewasmybestmanofcos

Bayanda:“she’snottalkingtome”hewhisperedI

lookedatFezeka

Me:“overlastnight”

Bayanda:“yeah”

Me:“I’msorrybroandthankyou”

Bayanda:“Iexpectthesameformineeventhough

yoursleftmebroke”wechuckledmusicstarted

playing“itnoworneverlittlebro”

Me:“thisisitbigbro”Bethcameoutwithherfather

shelookedsobeautifulinherwhitedressandhair



tiedupmyheartskippedabeatIwastakenbackto

thefirstdayImetheratthemallwithherfriendsin

justbumshortandatanktoptothedayItookher

virginitytohergivingbirthtoourbeautifulPenelopeI

movedforwardtookherfromherfather

Me:“youlooksobeautifulhoney”Ikissedhercheek

“I’msoinlovewithyou”

Beth:“Iloveyou”wewalkedtothepreacherandthe

ceremonywenton

.

#Zama

*

*

Itwasnowtwoweekssincethelecturesbeganat

schoolIwasspendingtheweekendatBrian’shouse

actuallyIhad spentthe whole weekthere he



droppedmeoffoncampusandpickedmeupbutif

workwasbusyIdrovemyselfIwashadjustbeen

speakingonthephonewithmybrotherwhowas

worriedaboutmyrelationshipwithmyparentsthey

thoughtIwasbeingrebelliousIthoughttheywere

beingunfairandjudgingBrianbasedonwhatthey

heardfrom thepeoplewhohadseenhim whenhe

cametovisit.BriangotinwithlunchIjustcaughtthe

smellofitthenIrantothebathroom Ithrewup

everythingIhadeatenearlierwhichwasalotBrian

heldbackmyweaveuntilIwasdoneIwenttorinse

mymouth

Brian:“Ithinkit’stimeItookyoutothedoctor”

Me:“noI’llgobuystamita”

Brian:“no!!Areyoucrazy”Ilookedathim

Me:“youarecrazy,whyyouyelling?”

Brian:“I’m sorryjustthatuhm …..ComeI’m taking



youtoseeadoctor”hesaidalreadypullingmyhand

Iyankeditoff

Me:“no!Iamfine”

Brian:“youarenotfineZamayoubeenthrowingup

likeacrazyperson”hetookmyflopshelpedme

wearthemwelefthecalledsomegirlonourwaywe

gotthere immediately wentin butIcouldn’t

understandwhyhewastakingmetogynawegotin

theladystoodup

Brian:“Neehathankyouforsqueezingusin”

Neeha:“yougavemenochoiceBriansowhywere

youpanicking”

Brian:“wepregnant”

Me:“nowenot!!”

Brian:“baby”

Me:“don’tdrivemecrazyBrianMonwabisiJames



andIamleaving”Iattemptedtogotothedoorbut

heheldmywaistandputmeonthechair

Brian:“canyoucheckthemout”Istartedcrying

Me:“Iamnotpregnant”

Neeha:“let’sjustsee”

Me:“IamonaninjectionBriangivesmeaninjection

everytwomonths”NeehalookedatBrianwho

lookeddownguiltwrittenalloverhisfacethat’sthe

thingwithBrianhewearshisheartonhissleeves

Neeha:“let’sjustdoanultrasoundforyourpeaceof

mindZama”Inoddedshestoodupandtookmy

handleadingmetothebedIsatdownshedidher

thingandtheheartbeatwastooloudtoignoreBrian

smiledwidelyandkissedmyforehead“andyouare

14weeks”

Brian:“amazing”hewaskissingmeallovermyface

IontheotherhandhadnoreactionIwasjustnumb



Neeha:“everythingseem accordingjustgoingto

checkyourbpandI’llneedtodrawbloodtocheck

foranygeneticdisorderwellthat’sifyoutakingme

asyourdoctor”

Brian:“weareyouthebestandthat’swhatshe’s

getting”hesqueezedmyshoulder

Neeha:“don’trememberlasttimeIsaw youthis

excited”hechuckled

Brian:“you’veneverseenmeinlove”hewipedthe

gelofmystomachNeehadidherthingthengaveus

prescriptionwelefthedrovetothemallstartedat

thepharmacythenwenttooceanbasketbought

takeawayswentbacktohishousethewholetimeI

wasjustansweringwhathewasaskingassoonas

wegotinhisroom IgotunderthecomforterIfelt

him gettinginbehindhetriedholdingmebutI

movedforward



Brian:“baby”

Me:“whatdidyouinjectmewith”hedidn’tsay

anythingafterabout20minutesofsilenceIgotoff

thebedwenttotheclosethefollowedmeIstarted

packingmyclothes

Brian:“babypleasedon’tdothispleaseitwas

contraception”

Me:“lookatmeintheeyeandlietomeBrian”he

lookedaway“nodoityouraliarnowsogoon”

Brian:“I’msorry”

Me:“whatdidyouinjectmewithBrianisthiswhy

youdidn’twantmegoingtofindmyowngynae”

Brian:“itwasantibioticsZamaI’m sorryokay”he

kneelednexttometearswerejustfallingfreelyIfelt

sobetrayedsohurtandconfused

Me:“howcouldyoudothistomeBrian”



Brian:“Iloveyou”

Me:“mxmyoudon’tknowwhatloveis”

Brian:“IwasselfishIknowbutIhavemyreasons

ZamapleaseI’msorry”

Me:“canyoupleasetakemetothecommune”

Brian:“nowegoingtosithereandtalkaboutthis”he

stoodup

Me:“fuckyou”Imovedasidebutheheldme

Brian:“swearatmefightmeslapmewhateverbut

wearegoingtobeparentsZama”

Me:“I’mastudentBrianhowcanyoudothistome

onpurposeIthoughtyoulovedmeandyouwanted

metobesuccessfulIshouldhavekn..”Ididn’t

continuebecauseIknewitwasgoingtohurthimbut

Ishouldknownhewilldomewrongheisafterall

Bandile’sfatherwhatdidIexpect
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IlefthimstandingtheregotoutoftheclosetIwent

tooutgoingdownstairshefollowedaftermethen

stoodinfrontofmewhenIreachedthelaststairs

askingmetonotdothis

Me:“soIcan’teatinyourhouse”helookedatme

confused“I’mhungryBrianmystomachisbasically

emptyIthrewupeverythingIdidn’tevengettoeat

thatstupidlunch”

Brian:“whatdoyouwantI’llgogetitorIcanmakeit

foryouwhateveryouwant”

Me:“Iwantyoutomovefrommyface”hefrowned



andmovedasideIwenttothekitchenBethwas

therefeedingPenelopetheywerebackfrom the

honeymoontheyweremovingsoontheirparentsgot

togetherandboughtthema3bedroomapartmentin

morningsideasaweddingpresent

Me:“hi”

Beth:“mmh”Brianclearedhisthroat“hey”Ijust

rolledmyeyesandtookoutham,cheese,mayo,

lettuceandtomatofrom thefridgeImademy

sandwichwhileeatingabananaIactuallymade4

slicesnowitmadesensethesuddenincreasein

appetite

Beth:“youalreadygettingfatwhyyoutryingtomake

itworse”IlookedatherthenlookedatmyplateI

don’twanttogainweightIhadalreadygainedajean

sizewellIwasactuallybacktomynormalsizethe

sizeIwasbeforethewholeabortionsituationItook



theothersandwichputitonanotherplate

Brian:“eatZama”

Me:“noIdon’twanttogainmoreweight”

Brian:“youhungryeat”

Me:“Iwillleavethishouseifyoudon’tleaveme

alone”heputhishandsupBethchuckledIpoured

myselfaglassofmilkthenwentupstairsIsatonthe

couchandstartedeatingwhilewatchingtvhesat

nexttomeputtingmyfeetonhislap

Brian:“IknowyounothappyZamabutI’m really

happyIhopemyhappinesswillruboffyousoon”

Me:“yousaidyouwantedtomakemehappybut

nowyoumakingmecry”

Brian:“believemeyougoingtobehappyyouwillsee

thischildwillmakeusbothhappy”

Me:“myparentsaregoingtokillme”



Brian:“willmarryingyoumakethingsbetter”

Me:“Idon’twanttogetmarriedyouknowthatjust

likeyouknewIdon’twantachildrightnow”

Brian:“thenwhatcanIdotomakeitalittlebetter”

Me:“takethisbabyoutofme”hechuckled

Brian:“that’simpossibleshestillneedstobakea

littlemore”

Me:“she?”

Brian:“I’mbeinghopefulwegotenoughboysinthe

Jamesfamily”

Me:“I’dalsoloveagirl”helookedatmesmiling

Brian:“yougoingtoloveherIcanfeelit”Isighedin

defeatbecausehewasrightImightbealittleangry

andmoredisappointedathimforbeingselfishand

sneakybutIwillloveourbabyevenmorethanIlove

herfather



Me:“youright”helookedatmelikehealwaysdoes

asifI’mtheonlywomanintheworld

Brian:“whosaidyoucan’tfindloveintheclub”

Me:“stopI’m stillangry”hekissedmyfeetIjust

shookmyhead

Brian:“I’msorryZama”

Me:“youfooledmeBrianI’msodisappointed”

Brian:“I’llmakeitrightIpromiseyou”

Me:“canyougogetmetheothersandwich”he

laughedstandinguphekissedmyhead

Brian:“anythingelse”

Me:“maybeyoucangetmesomewhitegrapesI

meanit’safruitrightIcan’treallygainweightfrom

eatingfruits”hesmiled

Brian:“noyoucan’t”hewentoutItookmyphone

sentMbaliatexttellingherthatI’m pregnantshe



calledimmediately

Mbali:“bitchyoulying!”

Me:“IwishIwas”

Mbali:“fuckbru!Ithoughtyouwerepreventing”

Me:“BriantrickedmeMbali”

Mbali:“fuckBrian”

Me:“we’lltalkMondayoncampus”Brianwasgetting

in

Mbali:“okayboobutarewehappyaboutthisor

thoseitsucks”

Me:“weconfusedandhurt”

Mbali:“thatbastardhowdareheconfusesuslike

this”Igiggledshealsodid

Me:“byeMbaliyothando”

Mbali:“loveyouandmyGodchild”



Me:“hhu!Weloveyoutoo”Idroppedthecall

Brian:“we?”

Me:“thebabyandI”hegavememyfood

Brian:“howbadlydidshecurseme”

Me:“I’lltellyouonMonday”hechuckled

Brian:“areyoustillangryatme”

Me:“yes”hetightenedhislipsandnodded

Butmymanishotyouguyslikehisjusteffortlessly

gorgeous

Brian:“I’llmakeitbetterIpromise”

Me:“don’tmakepromisesyoucan’tkeep”

Brian:“youwillsee”hetookmyfoodfromme

Me:“Iwillkillyou”hechuckledbeforesmashinghis

lipsonminewekissedslowlywhilehepushedmeto

layonthecouchrunninghishandsallovermybody



suddenlymyhungerforfood wasreplaced by

somethingelseIpulledhisshirtapartsentallthe

buttonsflyingallovertheroom Iletoutamoan

whenIfelthisskinhechuckledandstartedrubbing

mykush

.

#Bayanda

*

*

Istoodbythedoorframeandwatchedhergoing

throughmyphoneIdon’tevenknowwhatshewas

hopingtofindbecausethere’snothingtofindIdon’t

evenknowhowshegotmypasswordIclearedmy

throatshegotshockedandquicklyputitunderthe

pillow

Me:“there’snopoint”sherolledoverandsatup

lookingallcuteandangryIshookmyheadand



lookedathershewasreallyangry“yougoing

throughmyphone”

Fezeka:“yougotsomethingtohide”

Me:“didyoufindsomething”

Fezeka:“whoisWendy”

Me:“youwentthroughmychats”

Fezeka:“whoisshe?!!”

Me:“afriendanddon’traiseyourvoiceatme

Fezeka”

Fezeka:“thatsendsyounudes”

Me:“she’salittleouttherebutthere’snothinggoing

on”

Fezeka:“areyoufuckingher?!!”Iclosedthedoor

beforethenannyandLisaheardhergoingcrazy

Me:“theonlypersonI’mfuckingisyouFezekawhy



areyougoingcrazy”

Fezeka:“whyisshetalkingaboutmissingyourdick

andthethingsyoudotoherIdon’tevenwanttosay

therest”Wendyhadalwaysbeenanastyperson

especiallyviatextsbutshealsohadthatadorable

fragilesidethatonlyIsaw

Me:“whyareyoubeinglikethisFezeka”

Fezeka:“whyareyoufuckingher”Ihonestlyhaven’t

fuckedWendysinceFezekaandIgottogetheryeah

sureIentertainedherbecauseshelovedmeandI’m

notacruelperson

Me:“I’m notfuckinganybodyIwouldn’tcheaton

you”

Okay!Ifuckedthatgirlatthepartybutthatwasit

Fezeka:“bayanda”

Me:“IamnotIpromiseyou,babywhat’swrongwhy



areyouactingallcrazyareyoucheatingonme”

Fezeka:“what?!!!!Don’tflipthis”

Me:“canyoukeepyourvoicedownJesusLisais

rightoutsideinthelounge”shefloodedherarms

overherchest“youactinglikeachildrightnow

fezekaandI’msickofitifyoucan’tfuckingtrustme

thenIdon’tknowonemorethingjustbecauseyou

cheatingonmedoesn’tmeanIam nxa”itookmy

phoneshetriedfightingmeforitIwalkedout

straighttothemaindoorIgotoutdidn’teventake

theliftIrandownthestairsIgotinmycarFezeka

wasreallycheatingonmeandIdidn’tevenneed

proofitwasallthereonherfaceIdrovestraightto

thecommunewhenIparkedmycarthereZamawas

gettingofanothercarIsatbackandwatchedanda

mancameouttheywerelaughingatsomethingmy

angerjustgotworselikewhythefuckwouldshe

cheatonmydadtheytookoutplasticsfrom the



bootIgotoutofthecarreadytopunchthenigger

Zama:“Bayanda!Hey”okayshedidn’tlookguilty

Me:“sure”

Zama:“thisisbrotherSiyabonga,bigbrothisis

Bayandaafriend”Iraisedmyeyebrowatthefriend

wordapartofmewantedtosayherstepsonjustnje

forcontrol

Siya:“nicemeetingyou”

Me:“samehere,letmehelpyou”Itookthepickn

payplastics

Zama:“thankyou”wewentinthegateIleftthe

plasticsinherroom

Me:“later”IleftgoingtoWendy’sroom Iknocked

andgotinlockingthedoorshewasbusywithher

bookswearingpjsherhairallmessedupwithher

glassesonshelookedsocute



Wendy:“Bayanda”

Me:“Imissedyou”shesmiled

Wendy:“itlateareyousleepingover”

Me:“yeah”Ikickedoffmyshoesandtookmyjacket

offthrowingitonthefloorthengotonthebedshe

movedfrom thedeskandcametolaynexttome

puttingherheadonmychestIheldhercloser

Wendy:“what’swrong”

Me:“hecticdaythat’sall”

Wendy:“doyouneedanything”

Me:“justthis”Ikissedherheadshesnuggledcloser

.

#Fezeka

*

*



TimewentbyIcrieduntilnotearswerecomingout

atfirsthewasn’tansweringmycallseventuallyhe

justswitched hisphoneoffon theotherside

mfunekokeptannoyingmewithtextshecalled

Me:“leavemealonemfuneko”

Mfuneko:“Ican’tandwehavetotalkaboutthis

baby”

Me:“itwasamistakeyouknowitwasamistakeI’m

withBayanda”Imessedupandsleptwithhim it

beeneatingmeup

Mfuneko:“stopfightingthisFezekaanddon’ttellme

aboutthatstupidboy”

Me:“voestekmanistopcallingme”

Mfuneko:“wehaveadaughterIcan’tandIloveyou”

IdroppedthecallandscreamedinfrustrationI

wishedIcouldthrowthephoneonthewallItried

BayandaagainitwenttovoicemailIdialedthat



Wendygirl’snumberIhadstolenitfromhisphoneit

rangunansweredmymindstartedgoingcrazyI

calleditagainjustasIwasabouttogiveupshe

answered

Wendy:“hello”Ifeltlikedyinghervoicewassosoft

andsweetthetypeofvoiceyouwanttolistenitjust

beforefallingasleep

Me:“uhmhiitFezekacanIspeaktoBayanda”

Okaythatwasstupidofme

Wendy:“Bayanda?”Itcame outas a question

“FezekayouwanttospeaktoBayanda”

Me:“yes”shecutthecallandIjustknewhiswithher

Isentheratext*iam comingafteryouhoehis

mine*Iexpectedhertoreplybutwhenshedidn’tI

calledherandherphonewasnowonvoicemail

.



#Bandile

*

*

Itwas Sundaywe were moving into ournew

apartmentnolieIwastrulyhappynotjustbecause

weweremoving into ourown spacebutalso

becauseIwon’thavetowatchdadbeinghappywith

myexweallhelpedoutwiththemovingand

everythingasusualBethandPenelopehadthe

largestthingsittookusthewholeSundaytomove

andunpackwefinallyfinishedweallsatonthe

couchintheloungeeatingpizzaandbeeritwas

Bayanda,KevinhisgirlfriendMax,Sbo,Alexiaherbig

siswithherhusbandLeroyafterdinnertheyallleftit

wasjustnowmeandmyminifamilywiththenanny

ofcos.Iwaslayingonthebedchattingwithmy

friendswhenBethgotoutoftheclosetdressedina



sexyblacklacelingerieandheels

Me:“mrsJames”shegiggledandwalkedtowards

thebed“didIforgetanimportantdate?”

Beth:“justwanttothankyouandwelcomeyouto

ournewplace”

Me:“spinforme”shedidslowlyBethhadabanging

bodyalwayshadIthoughtPenelopewillruinherbut

nahshelooksevenbettershequicklylostthebaby

weightsheevenhasabsnowshegotonthebedand

crawledtomewithasexylookonherfaceandher

breastallupshesatonmeandflippedherhairwe

kissedwhileshetookoffmyclotheswithmyhelp

Bethlovedsexandshedidn’taskforitifshewanted

itshejusttookitIcouldneversaynotoherwhen

shestartedsuckingmemyeyesrolledbacki

grabbedherhairhardmakingheryelp

Me:“sorry”sheputitfurtherintohermouthgagging



herselfIwantedcry

.

#Zama

*

*

IwasnowfivemonthsandaweekpregnantIdidn’t

gohomeforSeptemberholidaysmomcalledgiving

meamouthfulsayingI’musingschoolasanexcuse

tostaywithmyboyfriendwhichwasn’teventrueI

hadlotofschoolwork.Iwasslightlyshowingifyou

sawmenakedthoughorwearingsomethingtight

fittingthethingisIwasjustgainingweightallover

mybodyitwasn’tjustmystomachthatwasgetting

bigthatwhypeoplecouldn’treallyseeunlessthey

knewthatI’mpregnantwhichwashardbecauseonly

Brianandhisfriendsbecausehelikesbragging

abouthischildandMbaliknewofcosmam’sophie



toobecauseIwasusuallyatBrian’shousewhowas

soannoyingattimesI’velostcountofthetimes

whereIgotsofuriousthatIdemandedhedrivesme

tothecommunewhichhedidbecausehecouldn’t

saynotomeespeciallywhenI’mangryonlytodrive

usbacktohisplacehedidn’tunderstandwhyIwas

notreadytotellmyparents.BesidesthatIwastruly

happyandIwasenjoyingmypregnancyBrianwas

justthebestthisSaturdayhisfriendscameoverone

ofthemactuallyEthanatemyOreositwasthelast

pocketmam’sophiewasgoingtodothegroceryon

MondayeverytimebeforeIsleepIhavethem with

warm milksoIwentdownstairswithsomuch

enthusiasmfoodmademereallyhappyIopenedthe

cupboardandtheywerenotthereohadtoclosethe

cupboardandopenitagainstillnothingIstarted

cryinggoinguptoBrian’sroomhewasasleepitwas

around01:00IhadbeenstudyingIwokehim up



roughlyhejumpedoffthebedstartedaskingme

what’swrongItoldhimbythistimeIwascryinglike

seriouslyIevenhadhiccupshewenttobuythemat

thegarage.

SothisdayIwasatBrian’shouseitwasjustus

mam’sophiehad alreadyleftand Bayanda was

hardlyeverinthehousesoIwaswearingleggings

andavestsomystomachwasoutthereIwent

downstairsinthekitchentowarmmyribsleftovers

fromlastnightwhensomeoneclearedtheirthroatI

turneditwasBandileIhadn’tseenhim sincethey

movedhiseyesstayedonmystomach

Bandile:“soit’strueyouhavingmylittlesisteror

brother”

Me:“uhmBandileit’swasn’tplannedandI…Uhm..

I’m sorry”Idon’tevenknowwhybutIwasfeeling

someseriousguilt



Bandile:“sohischildgettoliveandminegets

aborted”

Me:“I..”Iclosedmymouthshakingmyheadas

tearsbegantorundownmycheeks

“What?”IturneditwasBrianhewasstandingbythe

door

PART18UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Zama

*

*

IlookedatBrianandletoutasoftsob

Brian:“leaveBandile”

Bandile:“youchasingmeoutofyourhouse”

Brian:“noIam sayingleavebecauseyou’vemade



mywomancryandshe’spregnantIdon’twantto

seeherintears,Iam sayingleavebecauselord

knowshowbadlyIwanttoslapyourightnowbut

youandIbothknowifIstartIwon’tstopyouwill

endupinthehospitalsoIamsayingleave”bandile

turnedandleftIheardthedoorbangingshut

Me:“I..”

Brian:“sit”Isatdownhetookmyribsfrom the

microwavegavethemtomethengavemeabottle

ofwater

Me:“drink”

Brian:“Neehasaidnoacidorcaffeine”

Me:“butIwa..”

Brian:“Zama” Ihated itwhen he used his

authoritativevoiceInoddedandstartedeatingas

muchashisintensestareswerefreakingmeoutI

wasnotabouttoignoremyfoodnahfammissme



withthatshitfoodandfood.

Ifinishedeatinginsilencehetookmyplateand

glassrinsedit

Brian:“I’llbeback”

Me:“butIthoughtyoudidn’thaveanyplanstonight”

Brian:“thatwasbeforeIfoundoutyouabortedmy

son’schildmygrandchild”Istartedcryingloudly

Me:“don’tjudgemewhenyoudon’tknowwhatI

wentthroughyou’vealwaysknownthatihadabad

breakupwithmyex.HepromisedmetheworldI

wasstupidandnaiveenoughtobelievehim even

thoughIknewhehasBeth,thecondombrokeIfell

pregnanthetoldmetoabortitbecausehehasa

fiancéwhoispregnanthemanipulatedmeandIfell

foritbecauseIwastooblindedbywhatIthought

waslove.Don’tyoudarejudgemewhenIwasthe

onewhosesoulwasrippedapartasIbledbecause



ofyoursonwhenIwokeupinthemiddleofthenight

screamingfromnightmaresasifthatwasn’tenough

hedumpedmeclaimingitformyowngoodbuthow

wasitformyowngoodwhenittoremeapart.Iwas

theonewhoalmostrepeatedherfirstyearbecauseI

wasstupidenoughtofallforalazysmileand

charmingwordsIwentfortherapybecauseofthe

damageyoursoncaused.Andnowyousittherewith

judgementinyoureyestellingmethatIkilledyour

grandchildwellI’m someone’sdaughterandyour

fuckingsonkilledme”Ilefthim therewithtears

runningdownhischeeksIwentuptohisroomtook

myhandbagandmyschoolbagItookhiscarkeysI

wentdownstairsstraightoutthedoorasIgotinthe

carIsawthemaindooropeningandhacameout

andrantothecarIjustdroveoffIdrovetothe

communewhenigotthereTorywasabouttogetinI

askedhimtoopenthebiggatehedidIdroveinand



hecloseditbehindmeIgotoutthecarlockingit

Me:“thankyou”

Tory:“areyouokay”Ihadn’tstoppedcrying

Me:“I’m fine”Iwenttomyroom aftergettinginI

closedthedoorIdidn’tevenswitchthelightsoffI

justtookoffmybrasetthealarm onthewatch

becauseIhadswitchedbothmyphonesoffIthrew

myselfonthebedanddozedoffimmediately

.

Iwokeupwhenmyalarm rangmyheadwas

poundingIwentto showercamebacktooka

panandothenopenedthewindowsImadethebed

gotdressedinaloseblackmaxidressIfixedupmy

curlsImadecerealandateiwantedtomakea

sandwichbutIdidn’thavebreadsoIwenttoknock

onWendy’sroombutBayandaopened

Bayanda:“youarehere”



Me:“canyouaskWendyifshecangiveme2slices

ofbread”

Bayanda:“what’swrongZamayou’vebeencryingis

thebabyokay”

Me:“youtheonewhotoldBandileI’mpregnant”

Bayanda:“hismybrother”Wendypushedhimaside

andgavemethebreadwithasmile

Me:“thankyou”Iwenttomyroomtookthecarkeys

wentbacktoBayandaIknockedheopened“here

pleasereturnittoyourfather”

Bayanda:“Zamawhat’sgoingon”

Me:“justpleasemakesurehegetshiscar”he

noddedIwenttomyroom mademysandwich

packeditinalunchboxputitinmybagthenIleft

wenttowaitforabustocampusitfinallycameIgot

inpaidthenwenttositdownin5minutesIwas

gettingoffoncampusthedaydraggedonwhenI



wasdoneattendingIwentbacktothecommune

Brian’scarwasnotthereanymoreIpackedabag

withafew clothesitwasThursdayandIdidn’t

attendonFridaysIwenttotakeataxitotownthen

anothertoMthwalumeIgotthereitwasstartingto

getdarkIwalkedforafew minutesgoighome

luckilyIgottherebeforemyfatherhadthegate

closedIknockedandopenedthedoorthetwinsran

tomescreamingmynamewehuggedIgreeted

Dad:“solateZamagcinadoyouwanttogetrobbed

ifyoumissedhomesobadwhydidn’tyoutellmeto

comepickyouup”

Me:“Ididn’twanttotroubleyoudad”

Mom:“atleastyouhomesafe”Inodded

Me:“I’llgoleavethisinmyroom”

Mbiso:“I’lltakeitforyou”hetookmybag

Sthe:“whatdidyoubuyus”



Mom:“she’scomingfrom schoolStheshedoesn’t

work”Sthefrowned

Me:“sorrywewillgobuysomethingstomorrow

whenyoucomebackfromschool”

Sthe:“okay”

Mbiso:“metooZama”Inoddedtheyhighfived

Mom:“itThursday Zama whataboutschool

tomorrow”

Me:“Idon’thaveclasses”

Mom:“yougettingfatterI’m sureyouonlyeatjunk

foodthere”

Me:“yeah”wejustchilledtalkinglaterwehaddinner

thenIwashedthedishesafterthatweprayedIsaid

mygoodnightsandwenttomyroom alittlewhile

latermomgotinmyroom

Mom:“Magcina”



Me:“mom”Isatupshesatnexttome

Mom:“we’vemissedyouandIam gladyouhome

butbehonestwithme.Whyareyouhereduringthe

weekandIcantellyou’vebeencrying”

Me:“mom”Iwantedtocry

Mom:“Iknowthingshavebeendifficultbetweenus

butyouhavetounderstandyouarejustourlittle

babygirlandtoseeyougrowingupsofastitnot

easytoacceptespeciallyforyourfather”

Me:“I’mpregnantmom”therewassilenceforover5

minutesshejustlookeddown

Mom:“isitthatcolouredman”

Me:“yes”

Mom:“ohJesusZamawhatwereyouthinking

datinganolderguy”ItoldhereverythingBrian’sage,

himbeingBandile’sfatherwhoismyex,howcrazy



inloveweareandhisfamilybeingagainstmy

relationshipshejustlookedatmewithhermouth

open.Don’taskmewhereIgotthecouragetotell

herbutIjustneededtoandIneededheratthat

momentIfeltlost

Me:“Ifeelsoalonemom Iknowyoudisappointed

andIamsorrybutIneedyourightnowIneedyouso

bad”bythispointIwascryingshewrappedherarms

aroundmeandheldmetightlythatwasdefinitely

notthereactionIwasexpecting

Mom:“IamsodisappointedinyouZamagcinabutI

willholdmytonguebecauserightnowyouneedmy

lovemorethanyouneedalecturefrom me”I

noddedcryingharderafterawhileshepulledback

andkissedmyhead“givemehisnumber”Idialedit

onherphonethengaveherbackherphonemine

werestillofffromlastnight



Me:“I’msorrymom”

Mom:“soamIbecauseyoudon’tknowwhatyougot

yourselfinto,I’llspeaktoyourdad”

Me:“thankyou”sheswitchedoffthelightandwent

outIcriedmyselftosleepImissedBriansobadmy

heartwasaching

.

ThefollowingdaywhenIwokeupeveryonehadleft

soItookabathhadbreakfastthenwentbacktobed.

IwokeupwhenthetwinscamebackfromschoolI

madeuslunchafterlunchIcookedmyparents

camebackwhileIwascookingdadjustlookedat

mewithsomuchdisgustfreshtearsswam outof

myeyes

Me:“dadI’msorry”

Dad:“nxa”hewenttohisroom mom shruggedher

shouldersIsatintheloungewatchingtvlaterwhen



itwastimefordinnerIdishedupandsentSthetogo

givedadhisfoodhewasstillinhisroomSthecame

backwiththefood

Sthe:“momdadsaidhewantsfoodnotsomething

thatispreparedbygirlswhoopentheylegsfor

peoplewhoareoldenoughtogivebirthtothem”I

couldn’tbelievedadwouldactuallysaythisSthe

momstoodupwenttothekitchenIjustwenttomy

room whereIcriedmyselftosleepagainmybaby

hadn’tmovedsincethatdayIleftBrian’shouse.

.

InthemorningIwaswokenupbymomshakingme

Mom:“wakeupchildwehavetocleanandcookyour

unclesarecomingoversoareyourinlaws”Isatup

fast

Me:“youcalledBrian”

Mom:“yourfatherdidnowgowashyourfaceand



come”InoddedandgotoffthebedIwenttothe

bathroom washedmyfaceandbrushedmyteethI

wenttotheloungeeveryonewaseatingbreakfast

SiyabongawasalsohomeIdidn’tevenhearhim

comeIgreetedandonlythetwinsgreetedbackI

lookeddownwenttotakemyfoodinthekitchenI

atethereafterbreakfastIcleanedbythetimeIwas

donemyuncleandhiswifealongwithmyauntwere

homeIwenttobathwhilethewomancookedafter

aboutanhourIheardacarparkingIwentoverthe

windowIsawBrian’sparents,him,ablackmanI

assumedwashisunclefrom hismother’ssonand

SabeloIheardthedooropeningthengreetingtook

placeIopenedmydoorwenttostandbythe

passage where Iheard shouting mydad was

shoutingsayingBrianisanoldmanwhotook

advantageofmeIpeakedintheloungeBrianwas

lookingdownIfeltlikerunningtohim myuncle



managedtokeephisbrothercalmauntservedthem

withdrinksIscreamedalittlewhenIfeltsomeone

hittingmyshoulderIturnedarounditwasSiyabonga

Siya:“youroom”InoddedandwenttomyroomIsat

onthebed.

IguessIfellasleepbecauseIwaswokenupby

someoneslappingmelightlyIopenedmyeyesit

wasmomwithaplateoffoodIsatup

Mom:“eatyouhaven’teatenallday”itwasalready

dark

Me:“Isleptthewholeday”shenodded“arethey

gone”shenodded“whyweretheyhere”

Mom:“to paydamagesforthechildandyour

virginityhesaidyouwerestillavirgin”

Me:“Iwas”shenoddedImeanhemightaswellpay

foritsinceithissonwhotookit



Mom:“youalwayswereawellbehavedchildnoweat

andsleep”Ididjustthat

.

ThefollowingdaydadwasstillnottalkingtomeI

leftwithSiyabongawhowasbarelytalkingtomehe

droppedmeoffatthecommunethenleftwhenIgot

inmyroom Ilaidonthebedwithasighatleastit

wasonelessproblem inmylifeItookmyphones

frommybagandswitchedthemontextandmissed

callsfrom Briancamefloodingitwasmostlyhim

beggingformetoswitchmyphoneontellingme

howterriblysorryheistohimbeggingmetocome

outthegateandaskingmewhydidIreturnthecar

somevoicemailshewascryingandclearlydrunk

otherswerefrom Sabelosomeevenfrom bayanda

askingmetoforgivehisfatherwhohadslept

outsidethecommuneonWednesdayandThursday

andbandileaskingmehow canIdothistohim



sayingIneverlovedhim inthebeginninghejust

irritatedmeBandileistooselfishtherewasalsoa

voicemailfrom Neeha’sreceptionisttoconfirm an

appointmentfortomorrow IfiguredI’llcallinthe

morningandletherknow I’m coming.Ijusthad

dinnerandwatchedsomeseries.

The following day Iwoke up confirmed my

appointmenttherewasatextfrom Briansayinghe

willbehere11:00ourappointmentwasat12:00it

wasnow09:00Imademyselfsomebreakfastand

ateafterthatIfixedthebedwenttobathgot

lotionedgotdressedinblackjeansandablacktank

topIworemywhiteallstarsfixedmycurlshadfood

againIwasstilleatingwhenBriancalledIdidn’t

answerinsteadItookmybagalongwithmyplate

andwentouthecameoutofthecarwhenhesaw

me

Brian:“JesusbabyI’vebeensoworried”hehugged



meholdingmetightlyIjustdidn’tdoanythingafter

awhileheletgoandopenedmydoorIgotinhewent

inonhisside“Zama”

Me:“mmh”Icontinuedeating

Brian:“I’m sosorrybabyIwaswronginsomany

levelsI’msoashamed”

Me:“drive”Icouldfeelhimstaringatmeafterawhile

hebreathedoutthendroveoff

Brian:“I’msorryZamapleasecomebackhome”

Me:“it’snotmyhome”

Brian:“youknowitiswhatismineisasmuchyours

asitismychildren’s”

Me:“Idon’twanttotalkBrian”

Brian:“IloveyouIloveyoulikealotZamaIwillslay

dragonsforyounomatterwhatformtheycomein”

afterthattheridewasjustfilledwithsilenceandthe



soundsofTheWeekenduntilwegotthereNeehadid

herthingthenitwastimetoseethebabyIwasso

excitedherheartbeatwassostrongandlouditjust

hadmesmilingfordays

Neeha:“therewego10fingers10toesandalittle

penis”

Brian:“penis?!!”

Me:“it’saboy”

Brian:“wehavingaboymylove”hesmashedhislips

onmineIopenedmymouthinshockheslidhis

tongueinIletoutamoanandheldontohimNeeha

clearedherthroatBrianpulledback

Brian:“waituntilwegethomeI’llshow justhow

appreciativeIam”Icouldfeelmyfaceheatingup

“andsheblushesfuckingperfectmylove”Neeha

giggledBriangavemeasoftpeckandsatdown

Neeha:“wellthelittleJameslooksallgoodtome”



Me:“thankyou”shesmiledBrianwipedthegeloff

meandpulleddownmytanktopIsatupBriantook

myprescriptionlistwelefthewasholdingmyhand

withawidesmileIdon’twanttolieseeingmyboy

justmademeforgetabouttheworld’stroubleIwas

goingtobeamotherinjustfewweekswegotinthe

carhedroveoffgoingtothemallwewenttobuymy

medicinethenhadlunchallincomfortableafterthat

wewentwoolworthIneededsometopsIwasstill

browsingwhenBriandisappearedandcameback

withthecutestpairofbluebabyshoes

Me:“tooadorableforwords”

Brian:“Iknowright”

Me:“butnotyet”hebroughthiseyebrowstogether

Brian:“whynotbecauseIwasthinkingweshould

evenstartonthenursery”

Me:“mychildisgoingtostayathomewithmy



parents”

Brian:“nowyouactingcrazyandIwillnottakeit

Zamabecausemychildwillstayathishomenot

yourhomehishomehisfather’shouse”Ilookedat

himthenthrewthetopsathimandstormedoutof

thestoreIwenttowaitbythecarafterawhilehe

cameoutwithaplasticwhenhewascloserhe

unlockedthecarIgotinheputtheplasticinthe

backandgotindrivingoff

Brian:“yourhormonesareonethingIwillnotmiss

whenyougivebirth”

Me:“mxm”

Brian:“somuchdisrespect”Ilookedathim he

chuckledwhenheturnedtothestreetthatleadsto

hishouseIclearedmythroat

Me:“Iwanttogobacktomyplace”

Brian:“noyoudon’tmysonmisseshisfather”



Me:“yousuchaboreshame”

Brian:“Iknowright”

Me:“mxm”hechuckled

Brian:“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”

Brian:“Iknow”wegottohishouseIwenttothe

kitchentogetwaterhismotherwastheremaking

teaIgreetedshelookedatmeupanddown

Her:“shouldn’tyoubeatschooloryouplanningto

dropoutandliveofmyson’smoneysinceyou

alreadytrapped him with a child”Ididn’tsay

anythingIjusttookwaterfromthefridgeandgrapes

IrinsedthegrapesBriangotinandkissedhismom’s

cheek she said something in Afrikaans Brian

chuckledandtookoutthebaby’spicturefrom his

pocket



Brian:“isn’thejustthecutestthingever”

Her:“ohBrianheabsolutelyis…Wait!Itaboy”Brian

noddedshesquealed“Andrew!!!!!”Hisfathercame

in

Him:“what”

Her:“it’saboylookatthis”shewalkedovertohim

Him:“congratulationsson”

Her:“can’twaittoholdhim”

OkayshehatesmenotmysonhowniceIrolledmy

eyesandwentoutBrianfollowedme

Brian:“whatwasthat”

Me:“whatwaswhat”

Brian:“eyeroll”

Me:“youseeingthing”Isatonthebedhetookoff

myshoes



.

ItwasafewdayslaterIwasatBrian’splacewhen

myphonerangitwasthelandlordmrsDlaminiI

answered

Me:“hello”

Her:“helloZamahowareyou”

Me:“I’mwell”

Her:“yourrentisaweeklateandIcan’tgetholdof

yourparents”cometothinkofitIhadn’treceivedmy

allowancetheonlymoneythatcametomyaccount

wasfromBrian

Me:“IwillspeaktothemandI’msorry”

Her:“okaybye”shedroppedthecallIcalledmy

mom

Mom:“Zama”

Me:“Ijustgotacallfromthelandlordshesaysdad



didn’tpaymyrent”shesighed

Mom:“Iknow”

Me:“mom!!!”

Mom:“I’m sorrybutyourfatherisveryangry

Zamagcina”

Me:“wheredoesheexpectmetostayorwhatdoes

hethinkIwilleatmomhowcanyoulethimdothis”

Mom:“justgivehimtime”Idroppedthecallandjust

cried

PART19UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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IguessIfellasleepcryingbecauseIwaswokenup



byBriankissingmehewasbackfromwork

Brian:“you’vebeencrying,what’swrong?”Hesaton

thebed

Me:“daddidn’tpaymyrenthealsodidn’tgiveme

myallowance”

Brian:“howmuchisyourrentandhowmuchdoyou

spendongrocery”

Me:“rentisr2000andgroceryisusuallyabout

r1000”

Brian:“andyourhair”

Me:“notthatmuchnow sinceIhave3different

weavesalreadymaybeaboutr500towashand

install”

Brian:“andhowmuchdoIgiveyou”

Me:“r8000”

Brian:“howmuchdoyouhaveinyouraccountright



now”Ihuffed

Me:“aboutr12500”

Brian:“sowhyareyoucryingovermoneyyoujust

upsettingourchildfornoreason”

Me:“youdon’tgetitbabydadiscuttingmeoffit

morethanjustmoney”

Brian:“makemegetit”

Me:“hehatesmehisbasicallydisowningmeandhis

forcingyoutotakecareofmebecauseheknows

youwill”

Brian:“thenmaybeyoushouldcancelyourleaseand

moveinpermanentlywithmeImeanyouheremost

ofthetimeanywaythere’snouseinpayingrentand

spendingmoneyonfoodthere”

Me:“Ican’tmoveinwithyouwenotmarriedand

besidesifdadfindsoutthatI’vemovedoutitwill



makethingsworse”

Brian:“Ihavethelandlord’saccountnumberI’llpay

yourrentandtakeyoutodogrocerytomorrow”

Me:“noit’sfineI’lldoitIhavethecash”

Brian:“okaynowpleasedon’tcryoverstupidthings

likemoneywhenyousadmysonisalsosadwhich

meansifmytwofavoritepeoplearesadI’m also

sad”Igiggled

Me:“isthathowitworks”

Brian:“yeahitis”

Me:“youknow whatwillmakeyoursonandme

happy”

Brian:“what”

Me:“seafood”hesmiled

Brian:“luckyforyoubabeyouhavethebestmanin

theuniverseIwentpassoceanbasketandbought



youfoodI’llgowarmitforyouandbringitupwitha

bowlofwhitegrapes”

Me:“seewhyI’m somadlyinloveyouandwhyI

decidedtotrapyouwithababy”helaughed

Brian:“Ikeptwonderingwhyandhow youfell

pregnantwhenyoutoldmeyoupreventingyoulittle

sneakygirl”hepulledmynoseIgiggled

Me:“gogetmemyfoodBrian”

Brian:“yesmrsJames”Ismiledatthethoughtof

sharingasurnamewithBethandhismom,hekissed

mycheekandgotoffthebedItookmyphoneand

transferredmoneytothelandlordshecalledback

sayingthankyou.Hecamebackwithmyfoodandit

smelledabsolutelygodly

Me:“thisiswhyIloveyousomuch”

Brian:“hereIwasthinkingitmylooksandmydick”



Me:“nopeitthefoodyoubuyme”

Brian:“ifthat’sthecasethenIneedtobuysome

restaurantssoIcankeepyouforever”

Me:“thatwouldbeasmartmovemylove”

Brian:“IwanttomarryyouZama”

Me:“canIgraduatefirst”

Brian:“therearelotofmarriedstudentsbabywe

loveeachotherwehavingababywhat’sthepointof

waitingI’mgettingoldhere”

Me:“youjust39Briandon’tbedramatic”

Brian:“andI’m readytosettledownandstarta

familywithyou”

Me:“youwanttomakemepregnantagain”he

laughed

Brian:“youwillhaveournextbabywhenyoudone

withyourinternship”



Me:“youdounderstandthatwehaven’tevenbeenin

arelationshipforayear”

Brian:“Idon’tcareIloveyouanditfeelsrightinmy

heart”

Me:“preposetomeproperlyImightjustsayyes”

Brian:“youwantheartsandflowers”

Me:“yeah”hechuckledhetookoneshrimpfrommy

plateandIslappedhishand

Brian:“younotgoingtoshare”

Me:“yoursonishungry”

Brian:“babyitaplattersize”

Me:“I’llbehungrylateraswell”heliftedupmyt-shirt

thenkissedmystomach

Brian:“mam’sophiecookedlambchopswithmash

andgarlicbread”Imoaned



Me:“ohGodherewecanshareeatasmuchasyou

wantthenwewilleatdinnerlater”

Brian:“IthinkI’llstillbefull”

Me:“youcan’tletmeeataloneI’llgetfat”

Brian:“justaminuteagoyoudidn’twanttoshare”

Me:“Iwantustogetfatandroundtogether”he

chuckledandstartedeating

Brian:“let’sbefatandroundtogether”Ismiled

Me:“Iloveyousomuch”hewinked

.

#Bayanda

*

*

Istoodthereandwatchedmfunekowhohadahuge

grinafteriwalkedinandfoundthemarguing



Me:“what’sgoingon”FezekarushedtomysideI

reallydon’tunderstandwhythisguywasalwaysin

durbanwhenhestayedinanotherprovince

Fezeka:“nothing”

Mfuneko:“juststopplayingthelittleboyandtellhim

thetruthFezeka”

Fezeka:“justleavemfunekoplease”

Me:“tellmethetruthFezeka”

Mfuneko:“weslepttogetherandnowshewon’tstop

comingbackformore”

Me:“Fezekaisthistrue”shelookeddown

Fezeka:“itwasonceI’msorry”

Me:“youfuckedhim thencamebackandfucked

me”

Mfuneko:“wemadeloveFezekaandIdon’tfuckwe

makeloveweloveeachother”ThisiswhyIavoided



fallinginloveafterIbrokeupwithMelissainhigh

schoolwomanareeviltheyhavethepowerto

destroyyou,theytoyaroundwithyourheartand

emotions,claim toloveyouyetonceyouturnyour

backtheystabbedyou.Ivowedtonotfallinlove

againafterMelissacheatedonmeandIbeatherup

toapointthatIputherinacomaIchoosetotakea

chanceonFezekaandnowshedoesthistome

Me:“yallloveeachother”

Fezeka:“IloveyouBayandayouknowIloveyou”

Me:“butyoumakelovetohimright”

Fezeka:“Bayababy”shewasalreadycrying

Me:“ishelying”

Mfuneko:“whywouldIlie”Theniggawasgloating

asifhehasdonesomethingamazingbyfuckingmy

womanandtellingmeaboutitIattemptedtogobut

sheheldmyarmIshovedherbackshecriedoutthis



idiothadanervetopunchmeIjustlostitIdon’t

rememberwhathappenedbutwithinminuteshe

wasonthefloorcoveredinbloodthewhitewallhad

blood

Fezeka:“youkilledhimBayanda”Ilookedathershe

waskneelingnexttohimwithbloodonherhands

Me:“youfuckedhimthencametomeaccusingme

ofcheating youbeatup Wendyforno reason

whateverhappenstothatidiotisyourfault”

Fezeka:“what?!”

Me:“youshouldhavebeenhonestwithme!!!!”

Fezeka:“ohGodwhatwillIsaytoLisa”Ifelthis

pulseitwastherejustweak

Me:“hisnotdeadman”shewipedhertearsdirtying

herfacewithblood

Fezeka:“ohthankGodcallanambulance”



Me:“whyyousorelievedFezekadoyoustilllovethe

guy”shepointedatIhonestlyhaven’tseenthat

muchbloodbesidesonmovies

Fezeka:“youcouldhavekilledhim Bayandahis

Lisa’sfathersomeone’sson!”

Me:“I’moutofhere”

Fezeka:“youcan’tleavemewiththismess”

Me:“hisyourboyfriendcleanitupI’mdonewithyou”

IwalkedoutlefthercryingthenIthoughtthisidiot

willpresschargesIcalleddad

Dad:“son”Iclearedmythroat“whatdidyoudo”

Me:“ImessedupIneedyourhelphisunconscious”

Dad:“fuckTyler!!!Textmetheaddress”hedropped

thecallItextedhimtheaddressthenwentbackin

fezekawasstillkneelingnexttohimcrying

Me:“didyoucalltheambulance”



Fezeka:“yousmashedmyphoneonthewall”

Me:“mmh”

Fezeka:“youhavetodosomethingBayanda”

Me:“hisgoingtobefineitjustpunchesandkicks

man”

Fezeka:“youbangedhisheadonthewallrepeatedly

Bayanda!!OhJesuswhathaveIgottenmyselfinto”

Me:“hadyoukeptyourlegsclosedwewouldn’tbein

thissituationityourfault”

Fezeka:“bayandaI’msorryitwasamistake”

Me:“howmanytimes”

Fezeka:“what?”

Me:“howmanytimesdidyoufuckIwanttoknow

theroundsthedaysthetimehowlongdidhelast”

shelookedatmecryingIcouldfeelmyanger

brewingalloveragain



Fezeka:“Bayaplease”

Me:“howmanytimesdammit?!!!”Iliftedherupwith

herneckshestartedcryinglouderkickingtheair

“answerme”

Fezeka:“onceitwasonce”

Me:“rounds”

Fezeka:“Baya”itightenedmyhandhereyesrolled

backiloosenedit“1roundIswear”

Me:“howlongdidhelast”

Fezeka:“Idon’trememberitwasmonthsago

Bayandapleaseyouhurtingme”

Me:“whoelsehaveyoubeenfucking”sheshookher

head

Fezeka:“noone”

Me:“don’tfuckinglietome!!!”



Fezeka:“IswearpleaseBayaithurts”

Me:“whydidyoubeatupWendyareyouaratchet

slutnowyounolongeraladyyougoaroundbeating

uppeopledon’tyouhaveselfrespect”

Fezeka:“fuckyouBayandayousleepingwithher”I

pressedhardersheblinkedacoupleoftimesthe

dooropened

Dad:“putherdown!!!Now”Iletgoofherneckshe

fellonthefloorcoughinguncontrollably

Sabelo:“youreallymessedupthistime”theywere

with the ambulance people the guys took out

mfuneko“I’llhandlethisBrianbutyouneedto

handleyoursonswecan’tkeepcleaningafterthem”

Dad:“Igotthis!”HewalkedoutdadwalkedtomeI

backedup“youdon’tlearndoyou?Doyouwantto

gotoprison”hepunchedmesohardIfelldown“we

haveagymforthistypeofshityouwalkawayand



gotothegymyoudon’tbeatsomeonelikethis”he

pulledmeupwithmyt-shirt“Idon’thavetimefor

thisTylernowcleanupthismess”

Me:“sorry”hewenttocheckonfezekawhowasstill

cryinghereyesoutIwatchedfromafarhegaveher

somepillsshedrankthemthenaninjectionhethrew

acreamatme

Dad:“rubherbackthenputhertobedwhileatitpray

thattheguypullsthroughandagreestonotpress

chargesandyougoingbacktoangermanagement

clearlyyouheadisstillfuckedup”hewalkedoutI

wentfezekapickedherupshewincedinpainItook

offhertop

Me:“fuckbabyI’m sosorry”herbackwasreally

bruisedallnavyIstartedrubbingherwhiletryingmy

besttoignorehercriesshefellasleepwhileIwas

rubbingherIcleanedupthefloorandthewallwhenI



wasdoneIwenttothrow thewaterinthetoilet

flushedthehousephonerangIwenttoanswer

Me:“hello”

?????:“itmrsTiafromdaycaredroppingoffLisa”

Me:“I’llbedoneinasecond”Itookthemopandthe

clothsIwascleaningwithalongwithmyt-shirtand

fezeka’st-shirtwenttothrowitoutafterputtingitin

aplasticIwentdownstairsgotLisa

Lisa:“Baya”

Me:“heylittleLisa”Ipickedherupshekissedmy

cheek

Lisa:“where’smommy”

Me:“sleepingshe’sgotaheadache”shefrowned

Lisa:“isshegoingtobeokay”

Me:“ofcos”wegotintheflatIputherdownshe

wenttoleaveherbaginherroom



Lisa:“I’m hungryBaya”Ilookedatthecupboards

andthefridgetherewasnothingeasyIwastoolazy

Me:“howaboutaburger”shesquealedjumpingup

anddownIchuckled“burgeritis”IleftFezekaa

stickynotesayingwewentforburgers

Lisa:“weshouldwakeupmommy”

Me:“nowewillbringoneforher”shenoddedwe

wentdownIbuckledherupthengotonmysideI

droveoffgoingtoWestwoodwewenttowimpygot

someburgersandmilkshakegothericecreamand

weleftwegottotheflatshestartedeatingwhile

watchingcartoonsIwenttoFezeka’sbedroomshe

wasupjustcryingsilently

Me:“Fez”shelookedatmeIlookeddown“I’msorry”

shetriedsayingsomethingbuthervoicedidn’tcome

outI’veneverfeltsobadevenwithMelissaitwasn’t

thisbadshepointedtothedoor“youwantmeto



leave”shenoddedIshookmyhead“Iamnotleaving

fezekaI’msorry”

Fezeka:“leeeeavvveee”itwasslowandroughshe

wascryingIwalkedoutherroom butIwasnot

fuckingleavingIsatwithlittleLisawatchedSofia

thefirst

.

#Zama

*

*

Briancamehomeangryhisfacewasred

Me:“baby”

Brian:“IwillkilltheseboysZamaIam sofucking

overwithprotectingthemtheydon’tthink”

Me:“what’swrong”IgotoffthecouchwhereIwas

studyingexamswerearoundthecorner



Brian:“it’sb..”ThebabykickedhardIheldmy

stomach“what’swrong”hecametomethebaby

kickedagainItookhishandpresseditonmy

stomachhechuckledhisfacerelaxedimmediately

Me:“lookslikewegotasoccerplayerhere”

Brian:“hiskickinglove”itwasthefirsttimethebaby

kickedwhileBrianwasnexttome

Me:“yes”

Brian:“IloveyouIloveyouboth”

Me:“weloveyoutoo”hekneelednexttomeand

liftedupmydressandkissedmystomachleavinga

hickeyIlaughed“arewestillgoingout”

Brian:“ofcos”hestoodupandheldmywaisttrying

towraphisarmsarounditwhichwasalittlehardmy

stomachwasouttherenowanybodycouldseeI’m

pregnant“I’dneverchangeourplansbecauseof

someoneI’llgotakeaquickshowerwhileyouget



dressed”

Me:“okay”hegavemeasoftpeckIwenttothe

closettookofmydressIdecidedtojoinhiminthe

showersoIwenttothebathroomhesmiledwhenI

gotintheshower

Brian:“missme”

Me:“Ifeelhot”

Brian:“youincrediblyhot”Igiggled

Me:“don’tmeanitlikethat”wetookashowergot

outgotdressed Iwore blackjumpsuitwith a

caramelcoatjustonmyshoulderswithcaramel

sandalsIwasnotabouttowearheelswithmyfeet

thatgotswolleneasilyweleftgottothisbeautiful

restaurantwehadafull4coursemealhepaidthen

weleftgoingbacktohisplacewewerewalkingto

hisroomjusthavingrandomtalkswhenhestopped

onthedoornexttohisbedroom



Brian:“Iwanttoshowyousomething”heunlocked

thedoorIgotinfirstthewholeroomwascoveredin

differentflowersandrosesandonthewallwithblue

paintitwaswritten‘Willyoumarrymema’Mnguni’

hekneltinfrontofme

Brian:“Iloveyouandyouknowthatwithnodoubt,

youmyheartZamaI’vebeeninrelationshipsbefore

butI’veneverbeenthishappyandcontent,Iwantto

loveyouandyoumakeyouhappyforrestofmylife

baby,Ican’tpromiseyoualifewithnofights

becauseyoualittlestubbornandbigheaded”I

giggled“butIcanpromisetotrymylevelbestto

makesureyounevercrybecauseofmetomake

surethatyougotobedwithasmileonyourface

andyourheartfilledwithjoynlove,Iwillloveyou

andourchildrenlikeitmylastdayoneartheveryday

IalreadyworshipthegroundyouwalkonIthought

thisroom couldbethenurseryanywayIloveyou



Zamagcinayou wanted heartsand flowersyou

alreadyhavemyheartandthereareyourflowers

now willyoumakemethehappiestmaninthe

universeandmarrymepleaseprettypleaseI’llbuy

youalltheseafoodandgrapesyouwant”Ismiled

withtearsrunningdownmyface

Me:“yesyesI’llmarryyou”hebreathedandtookout

whathasgottobethemostgorgeousprincesscut

pinkdiamondringitwassohugehesliditonmy

finger

Brian:“willadjustitwhenyou’velostthebaby

weight”hestoodupwekissed“letmetakeyouto

bed”

Me:”nomakelovetomerightheresurroundedbyall

theseflowers”

Brian:“whateverMrsBrianJameswants”westarted

kissingwhilehegentlylaidmeonthefloor



PART21UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Zama

*

*

NowdadwasbeingreallyunreasonableIgotoffthe

bedwenttorinsemymouththenworeBrian’s

sweatpantsandhist-shirtwithmyuggsIwenttohis

studyopeneditslowlyhewasfacingthewindow

lookingoutside

Brian:“don’tfuckwithmeSabeloyousaidyouhave

ithandled!!!…..Bullshit!……IwillyellifIwantto……

JesusSabeloIdon’tneedthisrightnowjustfixthis

becauseIwillnotwatchmysongotoprison………..I

don’tknowandIactuallydon’tcareifthreatening

himisn’tenoughyouknowwhattodo……….Because

Ihaveapregnantfiancé………..Handleit!!!!”He



droppedthecallandpressedhisforeheadonthe

windowIknockedandgotheturnedhisfacevisibly

relaxed“babyyouupitslatewhat’swrong”he

walkedtowardsme

Me:“dadcalledandIneedtostudyanyway,who

wereyoutalkingtoonthephoneyousounded

upset”

Brian:“workstuffbabynothingtoworryabouthows

mybabydoing”hebrushedmystomach

Me:“hisokayasleepIthinkbuthewillbeupsoon

wantinghisoreosandmilk”hechuckled

Brian:“westillhavethemright”

Me:“yeah”hesatonthedeskandpulledmeto

standbetweenhislegs“istheresomethingyou

wouldliketotellme”

Brian:“somethinglikewhat”



Likewhythehellwouldoneofyoursonsbegoingto

prison

Me:“anythingatall”

Brian:“besidesthatIloveyounope”

Me:“willyoueverseemeasyourequalBrianorI’ll

foreverbeakidtoyouevenafterwemarried”

Brian:“aiboma’Mnguniwhereisthatcomingfrom”

Me:“youdon’tsharethingswithmeBrianandyou

treatmelikeakid”hegavemeasoftpeck

Brian:“youmyequalbaby”therewasreallynopoint

intalkingaboutitbecausethat’sonethinghewill

nevertreatas

Me:“haveyoueaten”

Brian:“yeah”

Me:“I’lleatgetsomestudyingdonethensleep”



Brian:“okay”

Me:“I’mgoinghometomorrow”

Brian:“what?Why?”

Me:“Ihavetospeaktomydadhisnotexactly

excitedaboutusgettingmarried”hesighed

Brian:“whatdidhesay”

Me:“thattheweddingwon’thappen”herubbedhis

eyes

Brian:“soyouthinkgoinghomewillhelp”

Me:“Ihavetotry”

Brian:“youhaveexamsnextweek”

Me:“I’llonlyspendthenightI’llleavelatethencome

backinthemorning”

Brian:“Idon’tlikeyoudrivingalongdistanceZama

you7months”



Me:“youmeanI’mfat”hesmiled

Brian:“youpregnant”

Me:“wasplanningtotakeataxianywaydadwould

freakoutifhesawmedrivingyourcartheyalready

thinkI’mblindedbyyourmoney”

Brian:“thereisnowayyoutakingataxihaveyou

seenyourselfandbesidesjustno”

Me:“stopmakingmefeellikeawhale”Iwipedmy

tearshewrappedhisarmsaroundme

Brian:“I’msorryIdidn’tmeantoupsetyoubabyand

youdon’tlooklikeawhaleIwassimplysayingIcan’t

riskyourlifeandourson’slifebylettingsometaxi

driverdriveyou”

Me:“don’tlietome”

Brian:“I’mbeingseriousloveandyounotbigZama

youpregnantyoualmostdue”Inoddedhekissedmy



head“I’lltakeyouhometomorrowafterworkand

pickyouupthefollowingdayinthemorningokay”

Me:“okay”

.

#Bandile

*

*

BethgotintheloungeirritatingmefurtherIwas

playingspeed

Beth:“heybaby”shekissedmycheek“whatyou

doing”shesatnexttome

Me:“isn’titobvious”IcrashedmycarIjustthrewthe

joystickonthefloor

Beth:“whyyouupset”

Me:“whereyoucomingfromBethany”



Beth:“wasstudyingoncampus”

Me:“italmostmidnightdon’tpatronizeme”

Beth:“yesIwasthere”

Me:“withwho”

Beth:“friendsfromclasswhat’swiththe3rddegree”

Me:“don’tdothatdonotlietome”shetried

standingupIpulledherdown

Beth:“ouchTuckerletgoofmyhand”Idid

Me:“sorry”Iwassofuckingpissedthatdadand

ZamaweregettingmarriedIwastakingitoutonher

Beth:“what’sgoingonbaby”Isatbackandpulled

hertositontopofme

Me:“youwerewithyourfriends”

Beth:“yes”Inodded

Me:“okay,readyforexams”shenodded



Beth:“Penelopealreadyasleep”

Me:“yeahitwaypastherbedtime”

Beth:“feellikeIhardlyspendtimewithherthese

days”

Me:“yesyoudo”ShepoutedIgaveherasoftpeck

“youbeautiful”

Beth:“thankyou”

Me:“IloveyousomuchBethany”sheheldtheback

ofmyheadsinkingherfingersinmyhairandkissed

mewekisseddeeplythenshepulledbackand

beganplayingwithmyhair

Beth:“whenlastdidyougetyourhaircutittoolong

now”IchuckledIhaven’tcutmyhairinawhileitwas

longnowabout9inchesitwasstraightandcurlyat

theend

Me:“thegirlsloveitlikethis”



Beth:“yourwifedoesn’t”

Me:“don’tIlookcute”sheshookherheadgiggling

Beth:“I’mdrivingyoutothesaloontomorrow”

Me:“okaybaby,didyouheardaddyisgetting

married”shesmiledwidelyshecouldn’tevenhide

herjoyBethwasinsecurewhenitcametoZama

Beth:“wow!That’sgreatrightbaby”

Me:“yesitis”shekissedme“youtoohappyabout

this”

Beth:“youblameme”Ishruggedmyshoulders“you

loveherTuckeroryoulovedhershewasn’tjustone

ofyourrandomfucksIknowitwaspatheticofmeto

staywithyoubu..”

Me:“youwerenotpathetic”Icutheroff

Beth:“allI’msayingisI’mhappyshe’sofflimitlike

officiallybecauseyouandIbothknow younot



stupidenoughtocrossyourfatheryoumightbe

stupidenoughtoriskourmarriageforherbutyou

wouldn’tcrossyourfather”shewaswrongbecause

forZamaIwasstupidenoughtocrossmydadand

riskitall

Me:“yourightbutIloveyoumoreIchooseyouand

ourPenelopey”shesmiled

Beth:“Iloveyou”shegavemeasoftpeck

Me:“areyouhungry”

Beth:“Ijustwanttosleepitbeenalongday”

Me:“youwantsomeloving”sheshookherhead

giggling“youneverturndownsomeloving”Isaid

standingupwithherontopofshewrappedherlegs

aroundmywaistIturnedthetvoffswitchedoffthe

lightsaftersettingthealarmthenwenttoourroomI

threwheronthebed

Beth:“I’monmyperiods”



Me:“sincewhencausewemadeloveinthemorning

Itookoffherjeans

Beth:“startedjustbeforeIwenttocampusyouhad

alreadyleft”Ipeakedinherpantyshewaswearinga

tampon“see”

Me:“marriedpeopleshouldn’tgetperiodsitnot

right!”Shelaughed

Beth:“I’m gonna go take a quickshoweryou

welcometojoin”Ilaidnexttoher

Me:“nah”shestooduptookoffhershirt

Beth:“hereIwasthinkingyoumightgetablowjob”I

jumpedoffthebedsherantothebathroom Iran

afterher

.

InthemorningIwaswokenupbymylittleprincess’s

voice and hands she was busychooing while



grabbingandpullingmyeyelashesIopenedmyeyes

shesquealed

Me:“morningpenny”Ipulledhernoseshegiggled

shakingherheadherblondehairfallingonherface

Beth:“morningbaby”shekissedmycheek

Me:“yousleptwellmylove”

Beth:“yeahandyou”IsatandtookPenelope

Me:“metoo,I’mstarvingthough”

Beth:“okayI’llmakeyoubreakfast”shegotoffthe

bedsodidIwenttobrushmyteethwhichwasa

littletrickywith pennybusytrying to grab my

toothbrushafterthatIwentoutthebedroom Beth

wasmakingbreakfastwhilethehelperwascleaning

Isatonthehighchairputtingpennyonthecounter

myphonerangitwasdadmyheartskippedabeat

thoughtaboutmyfailedattempttokissZamadad

wasdangerousnotjustyoumyfatherandI’m



scaredofyoudangerousbutreallydangerouslikeI’ll

fuckyouupbadlydangerousIdidn’tanswerthen

Beth’sphonerangshetookit

Beth:“hello……OhhisherebusywithPenelope…..On

Friday?……Okaywewillbethere……..Sendmy

greetingstoZama”shegiggled“ofcosdad……I’ll

sendyouapictureshe’sgrowinguptoofast…..Bye”

shedroppedthecallandturnedtolookatme

“where’syourphone”

Me:“inmypocketitonsilent”

Beth:“thatwasyourfatherinvitingustodinneron

Friday”

Me:“whydidyousaywewillgowithouttalkingto

me”

Beth:“because we going Idon’t need your

permission”

Me:“Ireallydon’tunderstandyousometimes”



Beth:“whydon’tyouwanttogothere?Isitbecause

yourstepmom willbethere”Ijustshiveredatthe

thoughtfuckZamacan’tbemystepmom

Me:“ofcosnotIjusthadplanswithmyfriends”

Beth:“thencancelthoseplans”

Me:“okay”

Beth:“seeeasy”shegavemepenny’sfood“feedher

please”Istartedfeedingherwhichwasamission

shehatedeatingbythetimethefoodwasfinished

almosthalfofitwasallovermypjtopandmyface

thehelpertookhersoshecanbathherIwenttomy

bathroomtookoffthetopwashedmyfacewentto

eatinfrontofthetv

Beth:“don’tgoaroundthehousehalfnakedTucker”

Me:“itourplace”

Beth:“Idon’tlikethewayshelooksatyou”



Me:“thentalktoherbaby”shelookedatmeandI

laughed

Beth:“she’slikescary”

Me:“sheworksforyouattheendoftheday”

Beth:“I’vebeenthinking”shesaidgettingontopof

meIputtheplateonthecoffeetableandsatback

holdingherass

Me:“aboutwhat”

Beth:“lettingBethgostaywithmymotherwecan

getherweekends”

Me:“whyshe’snotinourway”

Beth:“weyoungTuckeryou20andI’m 18we

marriedwithakidalreadyIfeellikewerushedthings

just yesterday you were talking about giving

PenelopeabrotherIthinkweneedtocooloffhave

fundowhatpeopleouragearedoinggooutandget



insanely drunk fuck like rabbits alloverthis

apartment”

Me:“she’sourdaughterBethourresponsibility”

Beth:“wenotabandoningherbaby”

Me:“canIthinkaboutit”

Beth:“okaybutI’vealreadyspokentomom sheis

morethanhappyandexcitedaboutit”shesaid

alreadybitingandlickingmyneckBethhasalways

beengoodinsexandsheusedittoheradvantageat

timesIcouldn’tevenunderstandherknowledge

becauseI’mtheonlyguyshehaseverbeenwith

Me:“iloveyou”

Beth:“tellmeyouthinkitagoodidea”shegottomy

weakspotjustbehindtheearIshiveredmoaning

Me:“yes”

Beth:“youagree”



Me:“yesJesusBeth!”Shepulledgiggling

Beth:“Ilove”shegavemeasoftpeckandgotoff

me

Me:“noyoudidnot!!”Igrabbedherandwenttoour

room

Beth:“I’monmyperiodTucker”

Me:“youmouthandassisn’tbleeding”Ithrewher

onthebedherhaircoveredthepillowimmediately

sextookabackseatIjuststaredatmybeautiful

angelshewassmiling herblueeyestwinkling

“dammitIloveyouBethany”

Beth:“Iloveyousomuchmore”Ilaidnexttoher

Me:“comehere”IpulledhertolayontopofmeI

sniffedherhair“Iloveyourscent.You’veusedthe

sameshampoofromthetimeImetyouitsmellslike

home”



Beth:“areyouokaybaby”

Me:“IjustreallyloveBethanyImightbeaheartless

jerkbutyoutheonlyonewhoholdsmyheart”

Beth:“Iloveyou”

.

#Zama

*

*

Briandroppedmeoffjustoutsidethegateitwas

reallylatehehadanemergencyatworkandcame

homelateIkissedhimgoodbyehegavememybag

Brian:“Iloveyouanddon’tletanythingupsetyou

okayyouheardNeehanostress”

Me:“okayloveyoutoo”

Brian:“thebedisgoingtobesocold”Igiggled



Me:“sorry”wekissedshortly

Brian:“I’llbehereinthemorningnowgoI’llleave

once theyopen the door”he kissed myhead

brushingmystomachIwentinandknockedwhen

momopenedIwavedatBrianhedroveoff

Mom:“isithim thatdroppedyouoff”shewas

lookingatthecarasitdroveoff

Me:“yes”shemadewayIgotin

Mom:“itsolate”IgreeteddadwhojustnoddedIsat

down“youlookbig”Ichucklednervously

Me:“there’stwoofus,wherearethetwins”

Mom:“sleeping”afterthattherewassilencemom

keptlookingfrommetodad

Dad:“stoplookingatme”therewassilenceagain

Me:“itaboy”

Mom:“ohmyGodwow!Whendidyoufindout”



Me:“amonthago”

Mom:“Brianmustbeexcited”

Me:“weare”dadstoodup“canItalktoyoudad”

Dad:“itlateZamagcinawewilltalktomorrowwhenI

comebackfromwork”

Me:“I’mleavinginthemorningI’mbusywithexams”

hesatdown

Dad:“I’mlistening”

Me:“Idon’tunderstanddadwhyyouwon’tletme

marryBrianweloveeachotherandw..”

Dad:“howoldareyou”

Me:“19”

Dad:“howoldishe”Isighed

Me:“39butit..”

Dad:“howoldamI”



Me:“45”

Dad:“mmh”

Mom:“butdoesitmatterbabakhe”bothdadandI

weretakenbackmom doesn’tquestiondadorat

leastnotinfrontofus

Me:“weloveeachotherandhetreatsmelikea

queendaddyIdon’tthinkIcouldeverfindsomeone

who could love and appreciate me better,me

inspiresmehefullysupportsmeineverythingdid

youseehow amazingmyresultswerethatwas

becauseofhimhepushesmetobethebestIcanbe

theagegapdoesn’tmattertome”

Dad:“I’m sorryZamabutIdonotapproveandyou

arenotgoingtochangemymind”hestoodup

Me:“soyouwouldratherhavemychildbean

illegitimatechildwhenbothhisparentswantto

marryeachother,youwouldratherIdateaboymy



agewhowillplaymeusemeupthentossmeaside

whenhefindssomeonebetter.Brianisoldyeah

surebuthismaturehisoverbeingaplayerhewants

tosettledownwithmeIalsowantthatIdon’twant

tofindahusbandafterI’vebeenwith100different

guysIdon’twanttomarrysomeonewhostillthinks

havinglotofwomaninhislifeiscooldaddy”Iwiped

mytearshejustwenttohisroommomcametosit

nexttomebrushingmyback

Mom:“I’msorryZamagcinaI’llspeaktohimjustgive

himtime”Inodded

Me:“I’mmarryinghimwhetherhelikesitornotI’llgo

tocourtifneedbeI’llgetmarriedwithouty’allthere”

Mom:“don’ttalklikethat,areyouhungry”Ishook

myhead

Me:“I’mgoingtobed”Istoodupwenttomyroom

andcalledBrian



Brian:“baby”Ijustcried harderand the baby

wouldn’tstopmoving“Zamatalktomewhat’s

wrong”

Me:“I…..I….He….”

Brian:“I’m comingbackI’llcomegetyouokayjust

waitformeokayandpleasetrytocalmdownI’llbe

theresoon”

Me:“okay”

.

#Bayanda

*

*

IwokeuptiredIhadsleptlatestudyingIreachedfor

myphoneIhadlotoftextsandmissedcallbutall

frompeoplewhowerenotimportanttherewasstill

nothingfrom FezekaanditwasdrivingmecrazyI



calledheranditrangtovoicemail

Me:“FezcomeonbabyImissyoupleasestop

punishingmelikethis.I’llgoseemfunekoandtalk

tohim ifthat’swhatyouwant”thephonebeeped

signalingthattherewasspaceleftIscreamedin

frustrationitwaslikeitwasmockingmeIgotoffthe

bedwenttothebathroomwashedmyfacebrushed

myteethIwentouttookmyphonecalledFezeka

again“hello”cameLisa’svoice

Me:“heylittleLisaitBaya”shesquealed

Lisa:“Baya!Imissyouwhenyoucomingbackwe

cangobuyburgersagainmommysaidyouwentto

school”

Me:“tellmommyIsaidI’mcomingbacktodaythen

wecangobuyburgers”

Lisa:“okaywait”Iheardherscream thenheard

Fezeka’svoicegettingcloser“here”



Fezeka:“stopcalling”

Me:“Ican’tImissyouIloveyou”

Fezeka:“juststayawayfromme”

Me:“don’tyoulovemeanymore”

Fezeka:“Ilovemydaughtermore”shedroppedthe

callleavingmeconfusedasfuckIcalledherback

butitwentstraighttovoicemailIfeltlikethrowing

my phone againstthe wallIwentoutgoing

downstairstothekitchenIfoundZamaeatingwhile

mam’sophiewasmakingbreakfastIgreetedthen

pouredmyselfcoffee

Me:“whatthehellisthatZama”shewaseating

somegreenishfrozenthing

Zama: “it vanilla ice cream with avocado”

mam’sophiegiggled

Me:“fuckmansies!!”



Mam’sophie:“don’tspeaklikethattoyourmother”

Zama’seyespoppedoutIchuckled

Me:“sorrymom”

Zama:“don’t”IwasactuallyfinewithZamaanddad

shemadehim happythat’sallthatmattersatthe

endofthedayjustwishshehadn’tbeenwithBandile

firstbecausetheagethingreallydoesn’tmatterI

meanwhoam Itojudgewhenfezekais9years

olderthanmeatleastwithZamaitdadwhoseold

Societyismostlikelytoacceptarelationshipwhere

aguyisolderthanthegirlratherthanacceptinga

relationshipwhereagirlisolderthantheguy

Mam’sophie:“youaretheirmother”

Zama:“a.aI’mmyson’smotherI’mZamatothem”

Mam’sophie:“youmarryingtheirfather”

Zama:“yesbut…..Uhm….”Shelookeddownplaying



withhericecream shelookedabsolutelyadorable

withherblushingchubbycheeks“theyolderthan

me”Ichucklesodoesmam’sophie

Me:“thatdoesn’tmatter”

Zama:“okaybutyouwillnotbereferringtomeas

yourmom”

Me:“yesmom”welaughed

Zama:“stop”

Mam’sophie:“andbreakfastisserved”shesays

puttingplatesinfrontofusZamastartseating

immediatelymam’sophielooksathersmiling

Zama:“thankyou”

Me:“andyouavoicecream”

Zama:“youcaneatitBrianeatsit”

Me:“hemadeyoupregnant”



Zama:“youdon’tknowwhatyoumissing”

Me:“I’drathernot”shegiggled

Zama:“touché”

Me:“soyoureallymarryingdad”shesighed

Zama:“Ilovehim Bayandayouandyourbrother

needtostop”

Me:“noIhavenothingagainstit……Wellnoteven

thoughIdowishyouwerenotBandile’sex”

Zama:“wecan’tchangethepastbutitBandile

doesn’tstopcallingmeI’lltellBrianevenabouthim

tryingtokissme”

Me:“hetriedtokissyou”shenodded“thatidiot!I’ll

speaktohim”howcanBandilebethisstupid

Zama:“Idon’twanttocomebetweenthemBayanda

butyourbrotherreallyneedstobackoff”

Me:“hewillevenifheneedstobleedfirst”



Zama:“don’tthreatentohurthim”Ichuckled

Me:“youknowyoucan’tmarrymyfatherifyoustill

havefeelingsformybrother”

Zama:“Idon’tloveBandileIcareaboutthebothof

youasBrian’schildren”

Me:“okgoodwellletmeloveandleaveyoumom”

shepushedmeasIgotoffthechair

Zama:“I’mnotyourmom!”Ilaughedgoinguptomy

roomItookaquickshowergotoutgotdressedand

left.WhenIgotto Fezeka’sflatobviouslythe

securitydidn’tletmeupsoIcalledhershedidn’t

answerthenIcalledthelandline

Fezeka:“hello”

Me:“don’tdropthephoneI’mhereforLisa”

Fezeka:“whatdoyouwantwithmydaughter”

Me:“wemisseachothersowegoingforburgers”



Fezeka:“bayandadon’tusemychild”

Me:“IwouldneverjustletmeuppleaseFezekatalk

tometellmewhat’swrongsoIcanfixplease”

Fezeka:“bay..”

Me:“Imissyouplease”

Security:“youcangoup”Inoddedandstartedgoing

up

Me:“thankyou”

Fezeka:“don’t”Igotintheliftanddroppedthecall

whenIgotthereLisawasstandingbythedoorshe

rantomeIliftedherup

Lisa:“Baya!Youheretotakemetogetaburger

right”

Me:“yeahwegoingtoleavenowletmegotalkto

mommyfirstgowatchcartoons”

Lisa:“okay”IputherdownFezekawasstanding



therelookingatmeshelookedsobeautiful

Me:“canwetalk”shewalkedtoherroomIfollowed

herclosingthedoor“howhaveyoubeenyou”

Fezeka:“here”shethrew papersatmeIread

throughthemMfunekowassuingforfullcustody

Me:“hecan’tdothis”

Fezeka:“what’sstoppinghim”

Me:“youhermother”

Fezeka:“yeahso”

Me:“babyI…”Nothingcameoutafterthatitwasmy

faultandtherewasnothingIcandoaboutitshe

startedcryingIwalkedtoherandheldhershejust

criedlouder“I’llfixthisfezekaIpromiseyouI’lltalk

todaduncleSabeloisajudgeI’llfixthisbabyI

promiseyou”

Fezeka:“howcanhedothistome”



Me:“it’smyfaultI’msorryI’llfixit”

PART20UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Bayanda

*

*

AfterputtingLisatobedIsatonthecouchand

thoughtaboutwhathadhappenedtodayIreally

fuckedupmaybedadwasrightIneededtotake

angermanagementclassesagainbutIhatedthose

theymadeyoutalkaboutemotionslikealittlebitch.

IgotupandwenttocheckonFezekashewas

asleepIwokeupsheneededtoeatsheopenedher

eyesandjuststartedcryingIwipedhertearsI

helpedhersitupshewincedwhenherbackrested

onthepillowIgaveherfoodsheshookherhead



Me:“youneedtoeat”

Fezeka:“my……Thr….Throaturts”

Me:“atleasthavetheshake”Igavehertheshake

sheslappeditoffmyhanditfellmakingthecarpet

wetanddirty“reallynowFezeka!Mxm”

Fezeka:“leave”

Me:“I’mnotgoinganywhereLisaneedssomeoneto

takecareofherandasmuchasyouhatemeyou

needmerightnow”Istoodwenttothebathroom

andcleaneduphermessItriedmybesttoremove

thestainonthecarpetthenIwenttothekitchen

choppedsomefruitputthem intheblenderalong

withicecreamImadeheranothershakethentookit

toherthistimeshedrankit“Lisaisasleepshewas

alittleworriedaboutyoubutItoldheryoujusthave

aheadache”shenodded

Fezeka:“you……fuckedher?”



Me:“ofcosIdidn’tFezekaIloveyouIwouldneverdo

thattoyouandyoujustdon’t”shelookeddown

crying

Fezeka:“so….sorryBaya”Ikissedher

Me:“Iloveyouandwewillgetoverthisokay”she

nodded

Fezeka:“loveyoutoo”

Me:“letmeprepareabathforyourbaby”she

nodded with a smile Iwentto the bathroom

preparedahotbubblebathforher“done”Iliftedher

upgentlyputherinthewaterIsatonthefloorand

watcheduntilsheattemptedtogetupIhelpedher

up

Fezeka:“Ican…..wa…lk…youknow”

Me:“IknowIjustlovecarryingyou”Itookherback

tobedlotionedherthengotherdressedinmypjtop

Itookoffmyclothesgotinbedwithhermakingher



sleepontopofme“Iloveyou”IkissedherheadIran

myfingersdownherspineuntilshefellasleep

.

Iwokeupinthemorningwhenheralarm rangI

quicklyshutitdownandgentlymovedheraside

beforeshewokeupIwenttowakeupLisawhich

was a struggle this child was seriouslynota

morningpersonIgaveherbathgotherdressedthen

gaveheracerealsheatewhileImadeherlunch

packeditinherbagshefinishedeatingwentto

brushherteethwhenshewasdoneIwenttodrop

heroffatdaycarethenwentbacktotheflatshe

wasstillasleepImadebreakfastforthebothofus

whenIwasdoneItookthefoodtoherroomwoke

herup

Fezeka:“mmh”

Me:“comelet’seat”myphonebeepedIlookedatit



anditwasansmsfromdadsayingMfunekosayshe

won’tpresscharges

Fezeka:“thankyou”

Me:“howisyourthroat”

Fezeka:“betternow thankyou”shesatupwe

startedeating“shitLisa!”

Me:“Itookhertodaycare”

Fezeka:“thankyou”

Me:“Mfunekoisfine”

Fezeka:“canIg..”ShelookeddownIsighed

Me:“I’lltakeyoulatertoseehim”

Fezeka:“thankyou”

Me:“Iseeyoustillcare”

Fezeka:“he’sLisa’sfatherandmyboyfriendputhim

inthehospital”



Me:“heaskedforit”

Fezeka:“bayanda!”

Me:“noFezeka!Don’tBayandamethatidiothas

beenaskingforitformonthsIwillnotbelooked

downonjustbecauseI’m youngerthanyouthings

couldhavegonewaybetterhadhejustacceptedthe

situationandmovedon”

Fezeka:“I’msorry”

Me:“yousupposedtobesorry”shesighed

Fezeka:“willyoueverforgiveme”

Me:“yesIwillwhenthetimecomes”

Fezeka:“okay”

Me:“yougoingtoapologizetoWendy”

Fezeka:“Iain’tdoingthatshit”

Me:“yougaveherablueeyefezekafornoreason”I



don’twanttoliewhenfezekarockedupatthe

communeWendyandIwerechillinginherroom

watchingamovieshedidn’tevenaskanyquestion

shegotontopofWendyandbeatherupshewasso

strongsheevenfoughtmeitfreakedmeoutIhadto

buyWendyanewlaptopbecauseFezekahadbroken

it

Fezeka:“Iamnotapologizingtoyoursidedishand

shebetterstayawayfromyouorIwillseriouslyfuck

herup”

Me:“nofightingFezekaorI’llteachyouhow to

behaveinpublicI’llfuckyouupuntilyoulearnsome

manners”

Fezeka:“mxm”

Me:“I’llstartnowifyoudon’twatchyourtongue”

shelookedatmewithhereyeshalfclosed“close

themcompletelyifyouwanttobutIwillnothavemy



womanbehavelikearatchethoeoutthereI’llteach

youmannerswithabeltifneedbe”

Fezeka:“don’tthreatenme”

Me:“itnotathreat”

Fezeka:“whatever”

Me:“mmh”sherolledhereyes

LateronwewenttocheckonMfunekohewasreally

badhisfacewasallswollenhisheadhadabadge

themachinesstartedbeatingfastandloudlywhen

hesawme

Fezeka:“Ithinkyoushouldleave”

Me:“yeah”

.

#Fezeka

*



*

AfterBayandawentoutMfunekocalmeddownI

walkedclosertohimheldhishandIdon’twanttolie

itbrokemyhearttoseehimlikethatMfunekowas

myfirstlovemyhighschoolsweetheartweloved

eachdearlyandIcouldn’thelpbutblamemyselffor

thisitwasmyfaultthathewasonahospitalbedit

was my fault that his face was not even

recognizableanditwasdefinitelymyfaultthatLisa

almostlostherfather

Me:“I’msosorry”Iwipedhistearhepressedsome

buttonthebedwentupandhesatup“howbadlyis

it”

Mfuneko:“4brokenribs,gotstitchesonthebackof

myheadluckilythere’snobraindamage”Itried

touchinghisfacebuthemovedback“don’ttouch

meFezeka”



Me:“pleasedon’tpresscharges”

Mfuneko:“yousaythatasifIhaveachoiceIhaveno

choicebuttonotpresschargesFezekaandIdon’t

wantanythingthathastodowithyoumymotherwill

contactyouwithregardstoLisafornowbuttrust

meIwillbeapplyingforfullcustodyofmydaughter”

Iletoutasoftsob“becauseIwillnotletmy

daughterbearoundthosemonstersFezekayou

havealwaysbeenasmartwomanIdon’tknowhow

youcanbesoblindedbylustthatyoudon’tseethis”

Me:“hemadeamistakeMfunekoyoucan’ttake

awaymydaughterfrommeLisaneedsme”

Mfuneko:“itnotjusthimithisdadhisuncle”

Me:“Idon’tunderstand”hesighed

Mfuneko:“justgoFezekayouwillhearfrom my

lawyerbutforyoursakeIhopeyouknowwhatyou

doing”hisbedwentdownhefacedawayfromme



Me:“mfunekopleasedon’tdothisdon’tturnour

daughter’slifeupsidedown”Iwentoversohecan

seeme“I’llgoonmykneesandbegifneedbebut

pleasedon’tdothismfunekowecanmakeitwork

youwon’thavetotalktomeourmotherscan

communicatebutpleasedon’tdothis”

Mfuneko:“givemetimetothinkFezekabutright

nowjustgetoutofmyface”Inoddedandgotout

quicklyIfoundBayandabythedoorIjustwalked

pasthimcryinghetriedtoholdmebutIpushedhim

off

Me:“ityourfaultityourfuckingfaultandifIlosemy

daughterBayandaIwillhateyoufortherestofmy

life”

Bayanda:“whatdidIdobaby”

Me:“youhaveanervetoevenask!!Mfunekois

threateningtosueforfullcustodyanditallyour



fault”hetriedholdingmyarmbutIslappedhimhard

andlefthim rubbinghischeekIwentoutcaughta

cabaskedthedrivertotakemetoLisa’sschoolI

pickedherupthenthecabtookustomyflatIspoke

tothesecurityguyaskingtonotletanyoneupbuthe

toldmeBayandawasalreadyupIaskedthetwoof

themtoaccompanymeIfoundBayandapacingup

anddowninthelounge

Bayanda:“baby..”Hestoppedwhenhesaw the

securities

Me:“Iwantyoutogivememykeysandleave”

Lisa:“mommy?”

Me:“gotoyourroomLisa”sherantoherroom

Bayanda:“babypleasedon’tdothis”

Me:“mykeys”hetriedcomingtomeImovedback

thesecuritiesmovedtowardshim andhechuckled

andrubbedhiseyes



Bayanda:“Fezeka”

Me:“mykeysthenleave”hetookoutthekeys

separatedthem

Bayanda:“onlybecauseIrespectyouratherthan

thatyouknowIcantakethesesecuritiesandlock

youuphere.I’msorryFezbutIwillfixthisyouwon’t

loseLisaIpromiseyou”hegavemethekeyskissed

myheadthenwalkedout

Me:“pleaseneverallow thatmaninhere”they

noddedandwentoutIclosedthedoorlockingit

thenwenttocheckonLisawhoIfoundcryinginher

room“what’swrongbaby”

Lisa:“youchasingBayaawaywhymomwhatdidhe

dowashebad”

Me:“babyIwasn’tchasingbayaawayIwastelling

himtogotoschoolofcoshewasnotbadhewillbe

backokaydon’tworry”Iwipedhertears



Lisa:“okay,Imissdaddy”

Me:“wewillcalllaterwhenhisbackfromworknow

areyouhungryletmeseeyoustomach”shegiggled

andlifteduphert-shirt

Lisa:“I’mnothungrybutIwantchipsandIwantto

watchtv”

Me:“let’sgo”Itookoffhersneakersmadeherwear

slippersthenwewenttothekitchenIpoureda

pocketofchipsinabowltookanotherbowlpoured

sourwormsandjellybabiesItookjuicewewentto

theloungeIclosedallthecurtainstheplacebecame

darkandwewatchedmovies

.

#Zama

*

*



IwasatthecommunejustchillingwithMbaliand

ThembekaIhadcamebackfrom collectingsome

notesoncampusIdecidedtospendsometimewith

myfriendsbeforedrivingbacktoBrian’shouseor

ratherourhouse

HabeI’mentitlednow!!!#Joke

Anyhow wewerejustchillingtalkingwhileIwas

stuffingmyfacewithatunamayoandcheese

sandwichwhenmyphonerangbae’sfaceshowed

onthescreenIwentouttoanswerinmyroomsince

wewereinMbali’sroomIleftthedoorunlockedjust

laidonthebed

Me:“baby”

Brian:“ifonlyyouwerelayingonourbedwhyareyou

notathome”

Me:“justwantedtotalktoMbali”

Brian:“Idon’tlikeyoudrivingwhenitdarkZama”



Me:“itnotdarkyetbaby”

Brian:“bythetimeyouenterbalitoitgoingtobe

dark”

Me:“I’llleavenowokay”hepoutedIlaughed“now

whatBrian”

Brian:“Imissyoucomehome”

Me:“I’mcoming”someoneknocked“someoneisat

thedoor”Istoodupstrugglingandwenttoopenit

wasthetwins“ityoursons”

Brian:“letmesee”

Me:“sayhitodaddyboys”Iturnedthephonethey

justwaved

Brian:“youtwobetternottroubleZamaortheywill

betroubleandyouBandileI’m watchingyoudon’t

youdareupsetmyfiancé”theyeyespoppedoutI

turnedmyphonesohecanseeme



Me:“I’llseeyouinafew”

Brian:“okayIloveyou”

Me:“loveyoutoo”Iendedthecall“getin”Imoved

asidetheygotin

Bandile:“youmarryingmyfather?”

Me:“wellhellotoyoutoo”

Bandile:“don’tplaygamesareyoumarryingmy

fuckingfather?!!!”

Bayanda:“Bandilebrucalmdownyoubelosingyour

coolshe’spregnant”

Bandile:“she’smygirlfriendshecan’tmarryhim”

Me:“ex!!I’m yourexgirlfriendBandileyoudumped

merememberandthatmadeavailabletoanyguyit

justsohappenedthattheguyisyourfather”

Bandile:“isthattogetbackatmeforchoosingBeth

isthissometwistedrevenge”



Me:“ohdon’tthinkhighlyofyourselfyouknowyour

fatherandIloveeachother”Isighed“Ilovedyou

BandileIobviouslystillcareaboutyoubutasmy

boyfriend’ssonactuallyasthesonofsomeoneIam

goingtomarry.Whydon’tyouwanttoseemehappy?

BrianmakesmehappyI’m hiswholeworld,don’tI

deservethat?Isn’tthatwhatyousaidwhenyou

brokeupwithme?YousaidIdeservesomeonethat

willmakemehappyandBrianmakesmehappy”

Bandile:“youcan’tmarrymydadZamagcinaplease

I’mbeggingyoudon’tmakemesufferlikethisIlove

youZamaIneverstopped”

Me:“I’msorrybutitalreadydone”

Bandile:“pleasedon’tdothishismyfatherZama

please”

Bayanda:“Bandile”

Bandile:“noshecan’tdothisBayanda”hewas



alreadycryingIlookedaway“IloveyouZamaplease

IcandivorceBethwecandothismakeuswork”

Me:“I’m pregnantbandileI’m havingyourlittle

brother”

Bandile:“Idon’tcareIwantyouasyoucome”

Me:“noBandileyoudon’tgettocomemeandtryto

confusemeIam happywithBrianbayandaplease

leavewithyourbrother”

Bayanda:“weactuallycameheretoaskifyoucan

talktodadaboutgivingusbackourallowance”

Me:“I’llspeaktohim”

Bayanda;“bandileletsgo”

Bandile:“Zamadon’tdothisIloveyouandyoucan’t

bemystepmompleasedon’tdothis”Iwenttoopen

thedoorbayandawentoutbandilewalkedtowards

thedoorbutinsteadofgoinghesmashedhislipson



mineIpushedhimandgavehimaslap

Me:“ifyouevertrythatagainIwilltellyourdadand

yourallowancewillthetheleastofyourworriesnow

fuckoff”

Bandile:“IloveyouZamayouandIaremeantfor

eachotheriwon’tletthisshameofawedding

happenhewentoutIwassoangrybutalsohurtthat

Bandilereallydoesn’tliketoseemehappyIalso

wentoutlockedthedoorIwenttosaymygoodbyes

tothegirlsthengotinBrian’sRangeRoveranddrove

offgoingtohishouseafterdrivingbykfctobuy

somefriedchickenIfoundhiminthenurseryhewas

withtheartguywhowasbusypaintingsomereally

beautifulchildren’sartIreallydidn’tunderstandthe

dealbehindnurseries

Brian:“heybabywhatdidtheboyswant”Iwasso

conflictedIwantedtotellhimwhatBandiledidbutI



alsodidn’twanttobethereasonwhytheyfight

Brian’sfamilyalreadyhatesIdidn’twanttogive

themmorereasontohateme

Me:“theywanttheirallowanceback”helaughedI

justsmiled“giveittothem baby”heputhishands

onmywaist

Brian:“okayI’lltransferittothemnow”

Me:“okay.Thisplacelooksreallynice”

Brian:“itdoesdoesn’titbutlet’sgoitsmellslike

paint”wewenttohisroomhestartedmassagingmy

feet“haveyoufoundfurniture”

Me:“Ididfindacoupleofthingsonlinewewilllook

atthemagainbeforebuyingthem”

Brian:“Itrustyourjudgementtellmewhenyou

orderingitI’llgiveyoumycreditcard”

Me:“okaybaby”Icouldfeelmyselfdriftingoffhis



handsweredoingamazingthingsonmyswollen

feet

Brian:“haveyouthoughtofnames”

Me:“nobutIknowmomwillwanttonamehim”

Brian:“sowillmombutIalsowanttonamehim”

Me:“onlytwonamesbabyazulunamefrom my

momandwhateveryouwanttonamehim”

Brian:“whataboutmom”

Me:“shedoesn’thavetonamehimBrianbutifshe

doesthenyouwon’tnamehim”

Brian:“peoplecanhaveupto3names”

Me:“hayiBrian”

Brian:“comeonZamaitwillmeanalottomom”

Me:“lethergivebirthtoherowndamnbaby”I

wantedtopinchmyselfrightafterthewordsfellout



ofmymouthBrianstoppedmassagingmyfeetI

keptmyeyesclosedeventhoughIcouldfeelhis

eyesonme

Brian:“whatdidyoujustsay”

Me:“nothingI’msorry”

Brian:“she’smymotherZamaandyouwillrespect

herareweclear”

Me:“yessorry”Iopenedmyeyes

Brian:“nowareyouhungryornot”

Me:“I’mnotbutIforgotmychickeninthecar”

Brian:“I’llgogetitforyoulater”Inodded“I’llbein

thestudy”

Me:“areyoumadatme”

Brian:“noofcosnot”

Me:“stayandholdmepleaseIwanttosleep”



Brian:“okay”hemademestandupthentookoffmy

dressheopenedthecomforterIgotunderitthenhe

tookoffhisshirtandchinopantsalongwithhis

shoesandgotinbehindme

Me:“Ilovefeelingyourskinonmineitfeelssohot”

hechuckled

Brian;“IgototherthingsthatfeelhotWanafeelit”

Me:“a.aI’mtireddrivingisexhausting”

Brian:“sorryIcouldn’tdriveyoutocampus”

Me:“it’sokay”heputhishandundermypantyand

startedplayingwithmyclitImoaned

Brian:“itwillrelaxyoubabyyouwillfallasleep

immediately”Icouldalreadyfeelhiserectiononmy

assIopenedmylegalittlewider

Me:“mmh”hetookoffmypantyandliftedmylegup

enteringmeslowlyfrom behindwhilebitingonmy



neck“aahBrian”

IwaswokenupbymyphoneringingnonstopI

openedmyeyesBrianwasnotinbedItookmy

phoneandmyheartskippedabeatitwasmyfather

Me:“hellodad”

Dad:“Iwantyoutotellthatstupidbabydaddyof

yoursthathewillnotmarrymydaughternotwhile

I’malive”

Me:“aibobaba”

Dad:“tellhimIsaidneverandthatthisstupidletter

hesentisinflamesaswespeakIwillnottakepart

inthismediocrity”

Me:“itnotmediocritydadweloveeachotherand

I’m alreadypregnantIthoughtyouwillbehappy

aboutthis”

Dad:“happythatyouthrowingyourlifeaway?!Hisa



grownmanandyoujustababyIwillnotsitbehind

andwatchyoubecomesomeone’shousewifenotin

thislifetime”

Me:“whosaidanythingaboutbeingahousewife”

Dad:“mywordisfinalyouarenotmarryingthat

man”hedroppedthecall

PART23UNCONDITIONALLOVE

IwokeupfeelingdrowsyIopenedmyeyesIwasina

hospitalroomthenIrememberedthatIpassedout

thatmysonwasn’tbreathingtearsstartedfallingI

lookedaroundtheroom itwascoveredinflowers

andballoonswrittenitaboythedooropenedBrian

gotinherrushedtome

Brian:“babyyouup!”

Me:“mysonwhere’smychildBrian”



Brian:“hisfinebabyhisperfectlyfinehisinpedsI’ll

getanursetobringhimtoyou”

Me:“hisnotdead”heshookhisheadsmiling

Brian:“hisashealthyasahorseandhisfine”the

dooropenedmomgotinwithSiya

Mom:“youfinallyup”

Me:“howlongwasIout”

Brian:“closeto12hoursyouwereexhausted”

Mom:“whichisexpectedafter8hoursoflabor”

Siya:“thatfatthingdidn’twanttocomeout”they

laughed

Me:“don’tcallmysonafatthing”hekissedmyhead

Mom:“youdidgoodZamagcinaKhanyaisbeautiful”

Me:“Khanya?It’sabeautifulname”

Brian:“Iagree”



Siya:“Ithoughtofit”

Mom:“don’tlie”hechuckled

Me:“Brian?”

Brian:“IloveitMarcelKhanyaJames”

Mom:“James?Ithoughthewasgoingtobea

Makhanyasinceyoutwoarenotmarried”

Me:“Brianpaiddamagesforhissonmom along

withalobolaforhimwhywouldhebeamakhanya”

Mom:“itwasjustathought”thedooropenedand

thetwinsgotinwithmoreballoonsandflowers

Bayanda:“where’smybrother”

Brian:“wellhellotoyoutoo”theychuckledand

greeted

Me:“that’smymom andbrotherBayandayou’ve

alreadymethim,mom those are Brian’s sons

BandileandBayanda”theyshookhands



Bandile:“sowhere’sthelittleJames”

Me:“whereishe”

Brian:“I’llgogethim”heleft

Bandile:“how you feeling? Were you in pain?

Bayandasaysyouscreamedthewholehospital

down”

Me:“I’m okayitwaspainfulbutI’m okaynow”he

noddedhelookedsoconcernwestaredateach

othermomclearedherthroatIjustlookedaway

Mom:“areyouhungryyouneedtoeatsoyoucan

feedhim”

Me:“IamnotbreastfeedingIdon’twantmyboobs

tofall”theboyslaughed

Mom:“breastmilkisthehealthiestandyourbreasts

won’tfallZama”

Me:“ayingekemahIcan’t”



Mom:“thisiswhyIsaidyoushouldgivebirthclose

tohomeandtakeasemesteroff”

Me:“notthisagainmomI’mnotgoingtodropoutof

school”

Mom:“whowilltakecareofyourbaby”

Me:“Brianalreadyhiredsomeoneshe’scomingin

February”

Siya:“areyoutryingtosaythatKhanyawillbe

stayinghereindurban”

Me:“yes”

Mom:“yourfatherwillneveragreetothis”

Me:“isheherenow?Nobecausehedoesn’tcare

mom”

Mom:“hisatworkandhehastowaitforStheand

Mbisotocomebackfrom schoolsotheywillall

drive”thedooropenedBriangotinpushingacotI



triedsittingupbutfeltpainBayandamadethebed

risejustalittleandfixedthepillowsIwasabletosit

upBriangavemeKhanyahewassoyellowandfat

withhisfather’sthickeyebrowsandpinkpoutylips

hehadsomuchhair

Me:“hissobeautiful”Ibrushedhischeekevenhis

facehadalittlebitofhair“mylittlelight”Ilookedup

atBrianhewassmilingdownatus“hisperfecthis

ours”

Brian:“hisourlittlelight”hekissedmyhead“Ilove

youIloveyoubothsomuch”thetwinsclearedtheir

throats“Iloveyour’llaswellbutcomeonMarceljust

gotherelethimtakefirstplace”theychuckled

Bayanda:“hereallyisbeautifulhelookslikeme”

Bandile:“youruglyface?”

Bayanda:“wehavethesamefaceass”Marcel

startedcryingsoftly



Mom:“feedhim”

Me:“notmybreastaibo”

Mom:“yes”shemovedclosertomeandhelpedme

holdhimproperlycoveringmybreastMarcelstarted

suckingatfirstitwasticklishafterthathesucked

harderitwasreallypainfulIwantedtopushhim

awayIeventriedbutmomshotmeawarninglook

Brianchuckled

Me:“Idon’twanthimgettingusedtothisI’mgoing

backtoschoolin3weeks”

Mom:“youwillbuyapump”

Brian:“alreadyboughtit”itdidn’ttakelongfor

MarceltobefullhemovedhisheadIputmyboob

backunderthepjtopthenremovedthereceiverI

wascoveringmyboobandhisfacewith

Bayanda:“givemeitmyturnnow”



Bandile:“whatyouknowaboutbabiesgiveme”he

saidalreadytakinghim

Bayanda:“Ihaveadaughter!!”

Bandile:“she’slike5yououtofpractice”

Mom:“youhavea5yearolddaughter”

Bayanda:“mygirlfriend’sdaughter”

Mom:“somefamilyyour’llare”wealllookedather

Me:“mom!”Shelookeddownthetwinswentto

standbythewindowwithMarcel“I’mhungry”

Siya:“I’llgobuyyousomethingtoeat,momwantto

comewithme?”

Mom:“okay,whatdoyouwantZama”

Me:“anythingmom aslongasitredmeat”Brian

chuckledtheywalkedout

Brian:“youmissedit”



Me:“yeah”hecuppedmyfacewekisseddeeplyI

heldthebackofhisneckbringinghim closerhe

groanedafterawhilehepulledbackandgavemea

softpeck

Brian:“thankyouthankyousomuchmrsJames”I

kissedhimlightly

Me:“foryouIwoulddoitalloveragain”hesmiled

Likemyhusbandisgorgeousthough

Brian:“let’sgetyouthatdegreefirst”Inodded“his

sobeautiful”

Me:“helooksjustlikeyou”

Brian:“I’mbeautiful?”

Me:“youknowyouare”

Brian:“onlyyouthinkthat”wekissedagain

Me:“Iwantyousobadrightnow”hechuckled



Brian:“afterpushingoutthatbigheadyoustillwant

sex”

Me:“youthinkmypussyisdamaged”Iaskedsoftly

lookingdown

Brian:“hellono!”Heheldmychinmakingmelookat

him “youcouldpushout20bigheadsyourpussy

wouldstillbemytightwarmheaventhere’snoplace

Iwouldratherbe”hegavemeasoftpeck“waituntil

wegethomeI’lltearitup”Igiggledwhilehegrinned

Me:“okaygogetmysonImisshim”

Brian:“Ineedadaughterinmylife,boys!!”Thetwins

turned“bringmyson”

Bandile:“wenotdone”

Brian:“bringhim now”theymumbledsomething

comingtousItookMarcel

Me:“heybaby”hewasasleep“whenarewegoing



home”

Brian:“hopefullysoonbecauseyoubothokay”

Me:“IwanttogohomenowIdon’tlikebeinghere”

Brian:“I’llgoseeifIcanfindNeeha”hekissedmy

headandMarcel’sforeheadthenwalkedout

Bandile:“hisperfect”

Me:“yeah”

Bandile:“kindamakesmethink”

Me:“don’tstart”

Bayanda:“yeahdon’tstart”

Bandile:“wasjustsaying”thedooropenedMbaligot

inwithSabelo

Mbali:“ohmysongivemegive”shewasalready

takinghim

Sabelo:“helookslikehisfather”



Me:“yeah”

Sabelo:“weneedtohaveourownbaby”

Mbali:“Idon’twork…Boybye”

Sabelo:“Iwork”Briangotin

Brian:“myman”

Sabelo:“congratsmanhelookjustlikeyou”they

shoulderhugged

Brian:“Iputinmyworkbra”

Bayanda:“willseeyouguyslater”

Bandile:“yeah”

Brian:“sureboysthanksforcomingthrough”

Bandile:“hisourbrother”theyleft

Sabelo:“I’mnotstayinglongIjustcamebackfrom

courtIneedtoadrinkandmybed”

Brian:“Lusanda?”Sabelochuckled



Sabelo:“thatsissygothimselfbeatenupbutyeahI

camethroughforhim”

Mbali:“wejustgothere”

Sabelo:“youcantakeanuberbacktothehouse”

shenodded“mymanaword”

Brian:“sure”theywalkedout

Mbali:“howdoesyourpussyfeel”Ichuckled

Me:“numbbruIthinkI’monsomeheavypainkillers”

Mbali:“howdiditfeel…Youknowpoppingthisbig

headout”

Me:“likemypussywasbeingcutitwasfucking

painfulbutworthit”

Mbali:“hisadorable,hisname?”

Me:“MarcelKhanyaJames”

Mbali:“beautiful,weneedtosignyouupforagym



andyouneedtostartwithkegels”

Me:“true”

Mbali:“gottagetyourbodybackandbeahot

mama”Igiggled“I’mseriousBrianlovesyoubutthat

doesn’tmeanyouneedtoletyourselfgo”

Me:“Iwon’t”momandSiyagotin

Mom:“wegotyousteakwithmushroomsauceand

ribs”shepulledthetableandputthefoodonit

Me:“thankyou.That’smybestfriendMbaliyothando

andMbalithat’smymomandmybrotherSiya”

Mbali:“hello”momsmiled

Mom:“himychild”Siyacouldn’tstopstaringat

MbaliandIdon’tblamehimMbaliwashot

Mbali:“howareyoumah”

Mom:“weokaysisi,wehavetogovisitinghoursare

almostoverIwilltryandcometoseeyoutomorrow”



Me:“sodadisnotcoming”shelookeddownshaking

herhead

Mom:“I’msorry”

Me:“andthenyouthinkI’llletmybabygostaywith

thatperson”

Siya:“don’ttalklikethatZamagcinaitlikeeversince

you’vegottenpregnantyou’velostallyourrespect

surelyyoudon’texpectdadtocongratulateyouand

throwyouababyshower”

Mbali:“shitIneedtocancelthebabyshower!”We

lookedathershesmiled“sorry”Siyachuckled

Mom:“sohowwillwebeseeingKhanyaifhisgoing

tostaywithBrian”

Siya:“wait!!There’ssomethingIdon’tgethere,have

youmovedinwiththisguyZama”

Me:“MbaligivehimtomesoIcanfeedhim”



Siya:“Zamagcina!!!!”HescreamedMarcelwokeup

cryinglikeloudly

Me:“youseeSiyabonga”Itookhimandheldhimthe

waymomshowedmestartedfeedinghimthatlittle

suckerstartedsuckingonmybreastasifhislife

wasdependingonit

Siya:“Zamadidyouordidyounotmoveinwiththat

man”

Me:“wheredoyouthinkIstaySiyabonga!Whotook

mebacktothecommune?Whohasbeengivingme

rentandfoodmoney”

Siya:“momwhat’sgoingon?”Heaskedsoftly

Mom:“yourfatherisjustangrySiya”

Siya:“Jesusmom!Andnoonethoughtoftellingme

thathisnotgivingZamamoney?Sonowishehappy

thatsinceZamahasmovedinwithBrian?Seewhat

hepushedhertodo?Isshesupposedtoactlikea



wifetoBriangivehim morebaby?AndyouZama

whydidn’tyoucallmeyouwantedthingstoturnout

likethisbecausedadisnottheonlypersonwho

worksathome,didyounotthinkthatIcouldtake

careofyou?Dammityoualldon’tthink!Andwena

Zamayoubetterhopethere’sstillspaceavailablein

thatcommune because you moving back and

Khanyaisgoingtostaywithmom”

Me:“mychildwillnotgostaywithsomeonewho

hateshimandwhywouldhegotomthwalumewhen

bothhisparentsareindurban”

Siya:“sowhatbecausehewillnotstayatthe

commune”heshookhishead“younotactinglikemy

littlesisterIdon’tknowthisZamayou’veturnedinto

Idon’tknowwhetherithismoneyorhisdickasdad

saidbutyouhavereallychangedandyoubetterfind

yourselfagainbeforeyouloseyourfamily,momlets

go”hewalkedout



Mom:“I’llcomeseeyoutomorrowokay”shekissed

myheadthenbrushedMarcel’shair

Me:“I’msorrymomIdon’twanttoloseyouguysI’ll

moveoutofBrian’shousebuthewon’tletMarcel

leaveandIwon’tblameMarcelishissonhishome

isBrian’shouse”

Mom:“IknowandIunderstandSiyaalsostayedwith

yourfather’sfamilybutyouhavetomoveout”

Me:“Iwill”

Mom:“Iloveyouboth”

Me:“weloveyoutoo”sheleft

Mbali:“soyougoingtomoveoutofyourhouse

whereyourhusbandandsonstay”

Me:“yesIhavetoI’m notgoingtolosemyfamily

overthisMbali”

Mbali:“Idon’tseeBrianagreeingtothis”



Me:“hewill”MarcelmovedhisfaceItookthebreast

outofhismouththenburpedhimthenursegotin

Her:“mrsJames”

Me:“hi”

Her:“I’m heretogetthislittlemanthedoctoris

abouttodoherrounds”

Me:“willIgettoseehimagaintonight”

Her:“ohyourhusbandrequestedthatwemovehim

heresothedoctorwilljustcheckonhim thenI’ll

bringhimbackforthenight”

Me:“okthankyou”shenoddedandtookMarcelwho

wasasleeptheyleft

Mbali:“hisgoingtogetmorefat”

Me:“where’sBrian”

Mbali:“youwanthim?Icangolookforhim”



Me:“noit’sfine”

Mbali:“actuallyI’llgolookforthemifSabeloisstill

hereImightaswellleavewithhim”

Me:“youtwoareokaynow”shesighed

Mbali:“weloveeachotherbutIdon’tthinkwegoing

toworkout”

Me:“whywouldyousaythat”

Mbali:“Idon’tmanZamaIlovehimIreallydobutI

justdon’thavethatfeelingofwantingtosettledown

withhim Idon’thavewhatyouhaveforBrianyou

don’tseeyourselfwithouthimandIdon’tseemyself

withhimfortherestofmylife”

Me:“oh”thedooropenedtheygotinlaughing

Brian:“where’smyson”sabelokissedMbali’shead

Me:“thenursetookhimforacheckup”Neehagotin

Neeha:“MrsJames”



Brian:“lovethesoundofthat”

Mbali:“I’llseeyoutomorrowbooIguesswewill

changethebabyshowertoababylaunch”Igiggled

Sabelo:“women”hefistpumpedBrianandkissed

myhead“bye”Iwavedtheirleft,thenursestarted

checkingmewhenshewasfinishedshegaveNeeha

thefileandwalkedout

Neeha:“welllookslikeeverythingiswell”

Me:“canIgohome”

Neeha:“ifthere’sno changeoverthenightI’ll

dischargeyoubutIneedtoputyouonaninjection”

shelookedatBrian“arealinjectionthistime”we

laughed“unlessyouwantanotherlittleJames”

Me:“I’lltaketheinjection”

Brian:“yousureyoudon’twantalittleprincess”

Me:“yes”hepoutedIgiggledshakingmyhead



Neeha:“I’llgiveyou theinjection tomorrow so

goodnightandBriangohomeletmypatientrest”

Brian:“wegoodrightbaby”

Me:“wegood”sheshookherheadgoingout“kiss

me”hesmiledandbroughthisheadwekissedI

movedbackslowlyhegotonthebedlayingbesides

mewecontinuedkissingdeeperwitheverypassing

momentIpulledbackwestaredateachotherhe

peckedmynose

Brian:“I’veneverbeenthishappythankyou”

Me:“doyoustillthinkIlookbeautifuleventhough

I’m thisbignoworyougoingtocheatonmewith

someskinnygirls”Iaskedfeelingmoreinsecure

thaneverI’veheardofhow mancheatontheir

womanafterthey’vegivenbirth,hekissedmehard

andquicklywhenhepulledIwasoutofbreath

Brian:“youthemostbeautifulwomanintheuniverse



Idon’tseeanyfemalebutyousoIwouldneverever

eventhinkaboutcheatingonyouandyou’vejust

gavemethemostpreciousgiftbabyyouweightis

justweightandIknowyouwillloseitevenifyou

don’tloseitbabyitdoesn’tmakeyouanyless

beautifulinfactitmakesyoumorebeautifulwith

your chubby cheeks” he smiled “Ilove you

ZamagcinaJames”Inodded

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”wekissedagainbutwewere

interruptedbysomeoneclearingtheythroatitwasa

nursewithMarcel

Her:“I’m bringingthislittleguyback”sheputhim

nexttomybed

Brian:“thankyou”shelefthegotoffthebedand

wenttoswitchoffthelightsthencametostand

behindme“shiftbaby”Ididhegotinbehindmeand

held me from behind spooning me “are you



comfortable”

Me:“very”

Brian:“sleepmyqueen”

.

#Bayanda

*

*

IwokeupfirstFezekawasstillsleepingpeacefully

withherlegsaroundmybodyandherheadonmy

chestshepretendedtonotbeaffectedbyMfuneko’s

deathwhenaroundmebutIhadfoundhercrying

aloneacoupleoftimesIknow itshouldhave

irritated me thatshe was crying overherex

boyfriendbutIjustsympathizedI’m surelosing

someoneyouoncelovedsomeoneyouthought

wouldbeyourhappilyeverafterwaspainfulandto



makethingsworsetheyhadLisatogethereverything

wasjustraw,Lisaactedlikesheunderstoodbut

sometimesshewouldaskifFezekacancallher

daddybecauseshemisseshearinghisvoiceand

Fezekawouldtellhertoclosehereyesandtalkto

him hecanhearherwhilegoingthroughheriMac

shefoundsomeoldvoicenotesthatwereonher

iCloudsoLisawouldlistentothose.Iftherewas

anythingIcoulddototakeawaythepainfromboth

ofthem IwoulddoitinaheartbeatIhatedseeing

mytwoladieslikethisitreallybrokemyheart.

IheardmovementsoutsidetheroomIcarefullygot

outofbedkissedhercheekthencoveredherwitha

blanketIwentoutfoundLisainthekitchen

Me:“morninglittleLisa”

Lisa:“I’mhungryBaya”Iliftedherupandputheron

thecounter



Me:“whatdoyouwanttoeat”

Lisa:“oatitcoldtodaydaddysayswhenitcoldI

musteatoatsoIcanbewarm”

Me:“yourdaddyisaverysmartperson”shesmiled

Lisa:“I’msmarttoojustlikehim”Ipulledhernose

Me:“yesyouare”Itookout3bowlsmadeinstant

jungleoatsaddingberriesinFezekaandhoneywith

alittlebitofmilkthat’showshelikesitIputLisa

down“gowakeupmommytellhertocomeeat”

Lisa:“okay”shebouncedoutofthekitchenIput

milkandsugarinmineandLisa’stheycameback

Fezeka:“morningbaby”Icuppedherfacewekissed

shortly

Me:“let’seat”wewenttoeatinfrontofthetvwhile

watchingcartoons

Fezeka:“thankyouit’sdelicious”



Me:“youwelcome”

Lisa:“sssh I’m watching Baya”Fezeka giggled

“mommy!”

Fezeka:“sorry”

Me:“youcan’ttouchhernow”Iwhisperedbitingher

eargentlysheshookherhead“I’mnotinitiatingsex”

Ireallycouldn’tunderstandwehaven’thadsexsince

shereturnedaweekbackwhichmeanswehaven’t

hadsexin5weeksshewasalwaysnotinthemood

thejealousinsecuremethoughtitbecausemaybe

shefuckedMfunekothenthestupidandinloveme

wasindenial

Fezeka:“okay”

Me:“whatifIwasFezwhywon’tyouletmemake

lovetoyou”

Fezeka:“I’mjustnotinthemoodandIfeelbloated”



Me:“behonestwithme,didyousleepwithhim

again”

Fezeka:“ofcosnot”shespokealittlelouderLisa

lookedatherfrowning

Me:“foryoursakeIhopeyoubeinghonest”

Fezeka:“mxm”shestoodupwenttoleaveherhalf

eatenfoodinthekitchenthenshewenttothe

bedroom Ifinishedeatingtherainwashittinghard

outsideIwenttoleavemydishinthesinkthenwent

tothebedroom shewascryingIgotonthebed

behindherandheldher

Me:“I’msorry”

Fezeka:“Iwouldn’tcheatonyouagainIswearI

madeamistakeandIwouldn’trepeatit”Iturnedher

tofacemethenwipedhertears

Me:“iloveyouokay”



Fezeka:“notasmuchasIloveyou”

Me:“yourightIloveyoumore”shegiggledlightlyI

kissedhershekissedmebackwithfireIheldher

waistbringingherontopofmeshewasonly

wearingmyt-shirtItookitoffshemovedback

pressingherhandsonmychestsheflippedbackher

hairinthemostsexiestway

Fezeka:“IloveyouBayandaokay”

Me:“okay”sheleaneddownwecontinuedkissing

AftermakinglovewetookabaththenIwatchedtv

whileshewenttobathLisaIgotacallfromouma

Me:“molo”shegiggled

Her:“whoistryingtoteachyouXhosa”

Me:“mygirlisxhosa”

Her:“youcallthatoldhagagirl”

Me:“I’lldropthecallandputyournumberonreject



list”

Her:“sheisanoldhaga..”IdroppedthecallIwasso

overoumaandmahbeingmeanwhenitcomesto

FezekashecalledagainIanswered

Me:“nexttimeIwon’tanswer”

Her:“okayIwon’tcallyoursugarmamaanoldhag”

Me:“whatdoyouwant”shesighed

Her:“justchecking on you,we coming there

tomorrowlandinginthemorning”

Me:“IfeelforZama”

Her:“youandyourfathermmhIneedtoarrange

properwomenforyoutwo”

Me:“noyouneedtotakecareofyourhusband

beforehefindsayoungerversionofyou”

Her:“I’mstillyourgrandmaBayanda”



Me:“sorry,what’syourproblem?Isitbecausethey

notwhite?CauseIknow withmom shehates

Fezekabecauseshe’sblack”

Her:“doIlookwhitetoyou?WhywouldIhateher

becauseofherskinwhenwehavethesameskin”

Me:“youtellme”

Her:“youcandobetterImeanlookatBethanyyour

brotherfoundaperfectmatch”

Me:“cozshe’swhite”

Her:“she’snotoldandshedoesn’tcomewith

baggage”

Me:“isthiswhyyoucalledme”

Her:“nononojustwantedtotellyouthatwecoming

withMelissashefoundaschoolonyourcampus

she’sgoingtobestayingatyourfather’shouseuntil

shefindsaplaceofherown”thiswomanwas



seriouslygoingtobringmyexehome!

Me:“thereareplentyofaccommodationsaround

Westvilleouma!!”

Her:“don’tyoudareraiseyourvoiceatmeyoung

man”

Me:“Iknowwhatyoutryingtodoanditwillnot

work”Idroppedthecall

“WhoisMelissa”IturneditwasFezeka

Me:“nobodyimportantmylovecomehere”Ipulled

hertome“whatdoyouwanttodotoday”

Fezeka:“juststayinorderswithyoucuddling”

Me:“musictomyears”shesatontopofme

Fezeka:“Iloveyou”

Me:“loveyoumore”wekissed

.



#Zama

*

*

WaswokenupbyBriangettingoffthebedIhad

hardlyslepteventheslightestofmovementwoke

meup

Me:“baby”Isatup

Brian:“heygobacktosleep”

Me:“whereyougoing”

Brian:“needtobathandgopickupmyparentsfrom

theairport”Ithrewmyselfonthebedwithahuge

sighIreallydidn’thismotheraroundrightnow“don’t

belikethat”

Me:“I’mnotbeingatanything”

Brian:“sleepI’llbebacksoon”heleanedoverwe

kissedshortly



Me:“Iloveyou”

Brain:“loveyoutoo”hewalkedtothebathroom I

lookedatmysonhewaspeacefullysleepingonhis

sidecot.WecamebackyesterdayluckilySiyafound

myroom atthecommunestillemptysoIjust

needed to movethereeven though I’llstillbe

spendingmostofmytimeinBrian’shouse.Igotoff

thebedmadeitopenedthecurtainsourroomwas

sowarm Iwentinthebathroom Brianwascoming

outoftheshowerstillwetIleanedonthewalland

watchedhimtoweldryinghishair

BrianisfuckinghothisthighsgotthatVthinggoing

onthenhisassisniceandroundallfirmhislegsare

hairybutnotcrazyhairyjustrighthairythenithis

bicepshis8packscomingdownthatVthatmakes

youanticipatewhatyougoingtoseewhenyougo

furtherdownonlytobemetbyalongthickmeaty

circumcisedcock



Ilookeduptohisfacehewasstaringatmewitha

smuggrinonhisface

Brian:“Neehasaidyouneedtohealfirst”Igiggled

Me:“Iwasjustlooking”

Brian:“andwanting”hewalkedtomeandgavemea

kiss“Itoldyoutogobacktobed”

Me:“mybreastarefullIneedtopump”henodded

andwalkedoutIwenttowashmyfacebrushedmy

teeththenwenttothenurseryIwipedmybreasts

thenstartedpumpingBriangotinwhileIwasstill

busy

Brian:“I’mleaving”hekissedme“Iloveyou”

Me:“loveyoutoo”hewalkedout,after2bottlesmy

breastsfeltbetterIwentdownstairstothekitchen

foundmam’sophieandThembekaherniecewho

wasgoingtobeMarcel’snannyeating



Me:“morning”Thembekastoodupquickly

Thembeka:“canIgetyouanything”shewasjusta

yearyoungerthanmeme:“noI’mfine”Iputthemilk

inthefridge

Mam’sophie:“howwasthelittleonesfirstnightat

home”

Me:“peacefulheonlywokeuptwice”

Thembeka:“isheupshouldIbathhim”

Me:“noit’sfineThembekaI’lltakecareofhimifI’m

hereandnotbusy”

Thembeka:“okay”Iwenttobathgotoutgotdressed

inalosemaxidressIwenttocheckonMarcelwho

wasupjustlookingaroundasifhecanseeanything

Iliftedhim upfedhim thenwenttothenurseryI

gavehimabathhefellasleepinthebathItookhim

outgothimdressinhisblueonesieandahatIput

him inhiscotinthenurserytookamonitorwent



downstairsImademyselfbreakfastIsatonthehigh

chairstartedeatingwhilegoingovermysocial

networksIheardthemaindooropeningandvoices

“baby!!”

Me:“kitchen!!”Iheardfootstepscomingtowardsthe

kitchen

Brian:“I’mback”

Me:“missedyou”hegavemeasoftpeck

Brian:“sodidI,come”Igotoffthechairand

followedhimtotheloungewherethisreallybeautiful

skinnywhitegirlwasstandingaroundsuitcasesshe

hadblondehairandbigbreasts“babythisisMelissa

thegirlItoldyouwasgoingtobestayingwithusfor

awhileandMelissathisisZamamywife”

“Theynotmarried”itwashismothercomingdown

thestairs

Me:“actuallywearemarried”Ishowedhermy



weddingringsheturnedredsametimeandstarted

shoutinginafrikaansandhittingBrianwithhertiny

fistsIleftthem therewenttomyroom lockingthe

door

Me:“fuckthisoldwomanI’moverbeingnice”

PART22UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Bayanda

*

*

IheldFezekauntilshestoppedcryingIcuppedher

facemakingherlookatme

Me:“I’llfixitIpromiseyou”Ibentalittleandkissed

shepushedherbodytomeandasusualmydick

reactedideepenedthekissgentlystrokingher

tonguewithmineshemoanedmydicktwitched



againIpulledbackshelookedupatmethroughher

eyelasheshereyesblinkingawaythetearsIbrushed

hercheeks“yousobeautifulyouthemostbeautiful

womanIhaveevermet”shesmiled

Fezeka:“stop”

Me:“joinusforburgers”

Fezeka:“okayletmewashmyfaceandchangemy

shoes”InoddedshewenttothebathroomItookout

myphoneandcalleddaditwenttovoicemailsoI

calleduncleSabeloitalsowenttovoicemailthat

wasweirdItrieduncleLuyandaitwasonvoicemail

aswell“wecangoI’mdone”Iturnedshewastaking

herbag

Me:“okay”shewentoutIfollowed“comeonlittle

Lisa”Icarriedherwhilefezekaswitchedthetvoff

Lisa:“mommywhere’smybag”

Fezeka:“I’llgogetit”shewentaway



Me:“soI’llcarryyouwhileyoucarryyourbag”

Lisa:“yepIcarryabaglikemommybecauseI’m a

lady”Ichuckled

Me:“youalady”

Lisa:“mommysaysI’mayounglady”Fezekacame

backwithasmallpinkslingbagandgaveittoLisa

Me:“let’sgoladies”wewalkoutIlockedthedoor

“there’slikeafamilydinnerathometonightmaybe

youguysshouldbringachangeofclothes”

Fezeka:“Ihaven’tforgivenyouBayanda”

Me:“Iknowbutpleasebringitjustincase”

Fezeka:“Baya”

Me:“please”Iunlockedthedoor“I’llgoonmyknees

ifneedbe”shesighedandwentin

AwhilelaterwewereonourwaytogatewayIdrove

whilewelistenedtoLisatalkaboutCharlieher



imaginaryfrienddonotaskmewhyherfriendwasa

boybecauseIhonestlyhavenoideaallIknowis

imaginaryornotimaginaryIdidnottrustthisCharlie

guy.

Wegottogatewaystartedwithamoviethenwentto

havelunchwhilewaitingforourfoodmyphonerang

itwas

Me:“excuseme”

Fezeka:“isthatWendy”Igaveherthatreallyface

Me:“whywouldyoustartthat”

Fezeka:“letmesee”Ishowedhermyphoneshe

lookedawayafterseeingthecallerIDIstoodup

whenIgotoutsideSpurthephonehadstopped

ringingIcalledhim

Dad:“sup”

Me:“Ineedhelp”hebreathedoutinfrustration



Dad:“IswearBayandaTylerJamesifyou’vebeatup

someoneelseyoubetterpraytoyourGodsthe

policefindyoufirstbecauseifIdo…Mmhson”

Me:“Ididn’tIswearIdidn’tjustthatMfunekois

suingforfullcustodyofLisa”

Dad:“hewantstotakelittleLisafromhermom”

Me:“yeah”

Dad:“Iwoulddotoifmybabymamawasdating

you”Iheardpeoplechucklinginthebackground

Me:“dadplease”

Dad:“whatdoyouwantmetodoTyler”

Me:“Idon’tknowbutsheneedsalawyercanyou

speaktouncleLuyanda”

Dad:“hisnotafamilylawyerbutsureactuallydon’t

worryaboutitMfunekowon’tbeaproblem nowI

havetogoI’mbusy”hedroppedthecallIwentback



inthefoodwasalreadythereFezekawasupsetI

couldjusttellbywhoshewasplayingwithherfoodI

gavehermyphonethenturnedmyattentiontoLisa

Fezeka:“whatamIsupposedtodowithit”

Me:“checkitFezeka deletewhateveryou feel

uncomfortablewithandblockwhoevermakesyou

upset”shesighedIlookedatherandheldherchin

“I’m withyouIloveyouandI’m definitelynot

cheatingonyou”

Fezeka:“I’msorry”

Me:“don’tbeIunderstand”Igaveherasoftpeck

.

#Bandile

*

*

Itwasaround18:00whenIparkedoutsidethe



garageathomeIgotoutunbuckledPennyfromher

carseatwhileBethgottheirbags

Beth:“she’sasleep”

Me:“Iknow”

Beth:“putherbackinthecarseattakeherwithitso

shecancontinuesleeping”

Me:“okay”Ididjustthatwewentinstraighttothe

loungewherethefamilywasincludingFezekaand

littleLisawegreetedandsatdownIputPenelope

nexttothecouchZamawasreallypregnantlikeshe

washugeImeanBethwasneverthatbig

Beth:“how’sthebabytreatingyouZama”

Zama:“heeatsandsleepsalotthenstartsplaying

soccerwhenIneedtostudy”

Beth:“yousohugeareyouduethismonth”dad

clearedhisthroat



Zama:“fewmoreweeks”

Dad:“youguysarejustintimefordinner”

Me:“thewayI’vemissedmam’sophie’scooking”

Beth:“Icookforyou”

Me:“yeahbutyounotmam’sophie”shepoutedwhile

theotherslaughed

Dad:“thisisstillyourhomeBandileyoudon’thaveto

waitforinvitation”

Me:“sure”Lisacametokneelnexttopenny

Lisa:“babyissleeping”

Me:“yeah”shelookedupatmewithpuppyeyes

beforelookingatBayandathesameway

Lisa:“wakethebabyupBaya”Ichuckled

Bayanda:“Ican’tLisa”shefrowned

Lisa:“pleaseprettypleaseIwon’teatanymore



burgers”Bayanda looked atmeIlooked away

becauseIknewhewantedmetowakeherup

Bayanda:“afterdinnerokayI’llwakeherupafter

dinner”

Lisa:“mmhokaycanwehavedinnernow”we

laughed

Zama:“I’llgocheck”

Dad:“I’llgo”

Zama:“helpmeupwe’llgo”hestoodupandpulled

herup“thankyou”hekissedherhead“GodIhate

yoursonrightnow”shefloppedbackonthecouch

Dad:“what’swrong”hekneltdowninfrontofher

Zama:“hisoverlyexcitedandhistryingtokickhis

wayoutofmywomb”hestartedbrushingher

stomach

Dad:“toldyouhisgoingtobeasoccerplayer”



Zama:“wellcanhenotpracticerightnow!”She

wipedhertears“can’twetalkhim outnow”ittore

myheartshelookedreallyupsethertearswouldn’t

stopcomingout

Dad:“doyouwantmetotakeyoutobed”Bethrolled

hereyesLisacrawledintoBayanda’slap

Zama:“I’llbefineitwillpass”

Me:“canIhelp”IignoredBeth’sintensestare

Mam’sophie:“dinnerisready”

Dad:“thankyou”

Zama:“mahcanyoupleasemakemethatteayou

make”

Mam’sophie:“histroublingyouagain”shenodded

“I’llmakeit”

Dad:“I’llcomeseehowyoumakeit”hefollowed

mam’sophietothekitchen



Me:“Zama”shelookedatme

Zama:“mmh”

Me:“canIhelp”

Zama:“I’mokayhejustneedstocalmdown”

Bayanda:“comeonmom”hestoodup

Zama:“don’tstartwith meBayanda yourlittle

brotherisannoyingenough”hechuckledandlifted

herlegsupputthem onthecouchdadcameback

withthetea

Dad:“therewego”

Zama:“thankyoulove”

Beth:“canweeatnow”weallturnedtolookather

Zama:“sure,I’lljoinyouguysjustnow”weallwent

tothediningarea

Me:“wasthatnecessaryBethany”



Beth:“mxm she’sjustanattentionseeker”Ipulled

herarmbringingherclosetome

Me:“don’tstartBethanynotnow”

Beth:“letgoofmeTucker”Ididwesatdown

Bayandalookedatmeshakinghishead

Fezeka:“sohowareyouBethhow’smarriagelife”

Bethwasdishingupforme

Beth:“freeadvicedon’tgetmarriedtoaJames

man!”

Bayanda:“hey!Wenotallbad”

Beth:“youworsebecauseyouandTuckerarethe

same”

Me:“I’mnotbadyoulovemewhywouldyouloveme

ifIwasbad”

Beth:“Iaskmyselfthatquestioneverynightand

day”



Fezeka:“tolove”weclickedourglasses

Us:“love”

Lisa:“love”sheraisedherjuicewelaugheddadand

Zamajoined usweallhad dinneroverstupid

conversations.

Afterdinnerwesatintheloungehavingdrinks

PennywasplayingwithLisaonthematZamawent

straighttobedaftershefinishedeating

Beth:“sowhenisthewedding”

Dad:“herfamilyisnotexactlythrilledaboutitsoI

don’tknowwhichiswhyIwantyouguystocuther

someslackespeciallyyouBethanyIknowyouhave

whateverfeelingsyouhavetowardsherbecauseof

Bandilebutlayoffyouhurtheryouhurtmethat

goestoyouaswellBandile,thisisherhouseher

homeIwillnothaveherfeelinguncomfortableinher

ownhousebecauseofmychildren.Shemaybe



youngerthanyoutwobutyouwillrespectherasmy

wife”hechuckledsarcastically“itfunnyhow you

twinsknowthatIknoweverythingthatgoesonyet

youBandilegotcouragetothinkconfessingyour

lovetomyfiancéandtryingtokisshersayingyou

willdivorceBethanywon’tcomebacktome”I

chokedonmyvodkathentheslapIgotfrom Beth

didn’thelpshestoodup“sitdownBethstopbeing

dramaticandwaittosortoutyourmarriageaffairsin

yourownhouse”heplayedwithhisscotch

Me:“sorry”

Dad:“youmysonBandilebutbelievemeIwillkill

youandcryatyourfuneralifyoudon’tstopthisshit

Zamaismywomanmylifeyoudon’twanttopush

metoapointwhereIchooseheroveryoubecausei

will”

Bayanda:“dad”



Me:“IloveBethImarriedherbecauseshe’smy

happilyeverafteriwaslittleconfusedandmaybe

upsetthatyouwouldmarrymyexbutthat’sitIdon’t

wantZamaorloveherlikethat.I’m sorrydadand

I’m happyforyouboththatyoufoundeachother”

dadchuckledandgulpedhisdrinkoncenoliehe

frightenedmewhenhewasactingcool

Dad:“let’shopeson.Anywaygoodnight”hestoodup

kissedLisaandpennyontheirheadsbeforegoing

up

Bayanda:“youstupidshitItoldyouthiswillcome

backtobiteyou”

Me:“don’t!”

Beth:“let’sgo”Istoodupshetookpennyand

stormedout

Bayanda:“youareinshit”

Me:“voestek”Itookpenny’sbagfollowedafterthem



shewasbucklingherupwhenshewasdoneIdrove

off“Bethany”

Beth:“don’tspeakIknowwhatyougoingtosayand

Idon’twanttohearit”

Me:“I’m sorryBeth”shelookedoutthewindow

sniffingIpulledover“Bethbaby”

Beth:“don’tTuckerjustleavemealone”

Me:“IwouldneverintentionallyhurtyouBethI’m

sorry”

Beth:“youtoldyourfather’spregnantfiancéthatyou

willdivorcemeforher”

Me:“Iwasn’tthinkingstraightI’msorry”

Beth:“justdriveTuckerIwanttosleepIhaveabusy

daytomorrow”

Me:“I’msorry”Idroveoff

Whenwegothomeshewentstraighttobedluckily



PenelopewasasleepcarmadehersleepyIjusttook

hertoherroomchangedhernappygotherdressed

inherpjstookthemonitortothenannyIknocked

sheopenedupwearingalowcutvestandjustpanty

Iclearedmythroatandgaveherthemonitorthen

wenttomyroomItookoffmyclothesjoinedBethin

bedIpulledherclosetomeshewascryingsoftlymy

heartjustbroke

Me:“IloveyouBethanyjusttellmewhatcanIdoto

makethisright”

Beth:“divorceme”

Me:“that’snothappening”

Beth:“thedayIreachmybreakingpointTucker”I

kissedherneck

Me:“I’m reallysorryBethIdon’tdeserveyoubutI

loveyousomuchI’lldobetterIpromiseI’llbeyour

TuckertheoneyoumetandfellinlovewithIswear



onPenelope’slife”

.

#Zama

*

*

Afterahecticfew weeksIwasfinallydonewith

examsandIneedBrian’schildoutofmeasin

yesterdayIwasn’tbigIwashugelikebiggerthanan

elephantItwasDecemberandIwas8monthsjust5

moreweeksthenthischildwouldbeoutofmeIwas

supposedtohavewenthomelastweekbutItoldmy

parentswellmorelikemymom andbrotherthatI

hadadoctorsappointmenttodaydadandIhadn’t

spokensincethatnightIwenthomehebecame

evenmorefuriousthatBriancamebacktogetme

hesaidBrianwasdisrespectfulandIwasblindedby

adicksoyeahIwasinnorushtogohomeandBrian



didn’twantmetogohomeperiodIwasdue3rd

weekofJanuaryheandNeehathoughtgoinghome

wasdefinitelynotagoodideabutIknewnotgoing

homeatallwouldbeanissueitwilljustmakedad

talkmoreIreallydon’tunderstandthatmanhejust

turnedintoawoman.

AnywayIlookedatmyselfinthemirrorIwasina

whitelongdressitwaslacefromtheboobsupeven

thelongsleevesfrom wherethelacestartedgoing

downitwaslosefittingandlongenoughtocovermy

feetsinceIwaswearingslippersmyweavewastied

upinaneatbunandmymakeupwasonpointit

wasn’tmyfairytalebutIwanteditIwantedmyson

tobebornaJamesIwantedhimtomeethisparents

asamarriedcouple

Mbali:“youreadyboo”

Me:“readyasI’lleverbe”



Mbali:“youlookbeautiful”

Me:“Ifeelfat”shelookedaround

Mbali:“what’sthatsmell”Igiggled

Me:“sorry”shewentouttheclosetscreamingI

followedher

Mbali:“Zamayoufartedagain!!!”

Me:“it’sthebabyitnotme”

Mbali:“yourchildneedstocomeout”

Me:“Iknow”

Mbali:“let’sgoBriantookeverythingtheywaitingin

thecarhethoughtyoumightneedsometimeto

think”

Me:“heneedstostopbecauseIwantthisIknowit

notperfectbutIwantit”

Mbali:“heworriestoomuchlet’sgo”Itookmybag



weleftwhenwegotoutthedoorBrianjumpedout

ofthecarwithasmileandmetmehalfway

Brian:“youlookbreathtakinglybeautifulmylove”I

lookedaway“andsheblushesafterallthesemonths

stilleasy”

Me:“Brianstop”hekissedmycheek

Brian:“let’sgogetmarried”heheldmyhandand

helpedmeinthecarthenwenttohissideSabelo

droveoff

Sabelo:“readytobemrsJames”

Me:“asI’lleverbe”

Brian:“whydon’tyouaskmeifI’m readytomr

makhanya”welaughed

Sabelo:“wellareyoureadymate”

Brian:“asI’lleverbe”

Sabelo:“whataboutyoubaby”



Mbali:“shutup”hechuckledtheywerefighting

sabelowascheating

Brian:“areyousureyouwanttodothis”Ijustgot

annoyedIcouldfeelmytearswantingtocomeout

Me:“ifyoudon’twanttomarrymeanymorejustsay

sookay!!Stopmakingmedoubtthis!!”

Brian:“sorrydidn’tmeantoupsetyou”

Me:“justshutup!”Therestofthewaytothecourt

wasjustsilencewegottheresabeloparkedwegot

MbaliandIwalkedinfront

Sabelo:“don’teventhinkaboutgettingherpregnant

againshe’sturningyouintoasissy”hewhispered

Me:“Icanhearyou”theydidn’tsayanything

Afteranhourwewalkedoutwithourmarriage

licenseIwasMrsJameswegotinthecarBrian

cuppedmyfaceandkissedmedeeplyhewasso



happyIjuststartedcryinghepulledbackIletouta

loudsobheheldme

Brian:“Ishouldn’thaveletyoudothis”Inoddedit

mighthavebeenmyideaImighthavepushedhim

butrightnowIwishIhadn’tIjustgotmarriedina

courtwithoutmyfamilymymotherwouldnever

forgivemeforthiswealwaysspokeaboutmy

weddingdayheheldmyhandsthediamondbracelet

thathehadboughtformewentdown“IloveyouI

loveyousomuchandwegoingtobehappyI

promiseyouokay”

Me:“okay”hekissedmeIbreathedout“I’msorryI’m

anemotionalpig”

Brian:“youpregnant”

Me:“canwegoeatnow”theylaughed

Sabelo:“almosttheremrsJames”Brianpulledclose

tohimIlaidmyheadonhischestheranhisfingers



upanddownmyspine

Me:“youmakingmehorny”Iwhisperedinhisearhe

chuckled

Brian:“sorry”Inoddedwegottotherestaurantand

hadearlydinner

Mbali:“tomr&mrsJamescongratulationsguysbut

Briandon’tthinkthisisitmysisterisstillgettingher

fairytaleweddingsodon’tthinkyoujustsavedcash”

welaughed and clicked ourglassestheywere

havingchampagneIwasdrinkingjuice

Brian:“itwillbewortheverycent”

Sabelo:“wenextbaby”

Mbali:“mxmnotwhileyouthinkI’myourfool”

Sabelo:“Iloveyouthoughonlyyou”sherolledher

eyesafterdinnerweleftsabelodroppedusoffI

wentstraighttosleepwhenwegothomestillfully



dressed.

WaswokenupbyBrianmuffingmeImoanedand

pushedhisheaddeeperaftercominghekissedme

Brian:“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iwantmore”hechuckled

Brian:“thewaterisgettingcoldIpreparedabathfor

youthenIcouldgiveyoumore”

Me:“okay”hehelpedmeupthentookoffmydressI

wenttothebathroom itwasbeautifultherewere

rosepetalsallovertheflooreveninthewaterand

candlesalloverwithsoftmusicplaying“itbeautiful”

Brian:“youstillthemostbeautifulthinginhere”he

helpedmegetinthehotbubblewaterIsatdown

“wehavewarmmilkandOreosorjuiceandgrapes

whatdoesmrsJameswantfirst”Igiggled

Me:“Oreosandmilk”hegaveittomethensatnext



tothebathtub

.

#Fezeka

*

*

Itwasthe27thofDecemberthingsweregoodwe

wereathomeLisahadbeensleepingthewholeday

shewasjustdownIdon’tknowbecauseshedidn’t

evenhavefevershefeltalittlebetterafterspending

anhourwithherfatheronthephonewhowasstill

nottalkingtomewejustcommunicatedthroughour

motherswehadameetingplannedforourlawyers

tomeetanddiscussLisa’scurrentcustodywhich

wasaverbalagreementbetweenusbutnowthathe

wantedfullcustodylawyershadtobeinvolved.After

speakingtoherfatherLisawentbacktosleepinmy

roomIlefthertherewentoutmyparentswereinthe



lounge my siblings were out getting drunk

somewherearoundPE

Mom:“she’sstillnotwell”Isatnexttoher

Me:“yes”

Mom:“youneedtotakehertothepediatrician

tomorrow”

Dad:“thatchildisfineshejustfeelsthatshegetting

alittlebrotherorsisterson”

Me:“dad!”

Mom:“mmhtatakhewespokeaboutit”

Dad:“youtheonewhotoldmeyouthinkFezekais

pregnant”

Me:“I’mnotpregnant”

Dad:“soyousay”myphoneranginmyroom Iran

therethinkingitBayandabutitwasMfuneko’ssister

Azile



Me:“hello”shejuststartedcrying“Azilewhat’s

wrong”

Azile:“hehehe……..Ohjesu!!”

Me:“talktome”

Azile:“itMfunekohisdeadtheykilledmybrother”

thephonejustfellIwentonkneesIstartedwailing

Lisawokeupsametimemyparentscameinthe

roomrunning

Mom:“what’swrongFezeka”Lisawasalsocrying

justbecauseIwascrying

Me:“hisdeadmomMfunekomama”

Mom:“Jesus”shesatnexttomeandheldmeLisa

alsocametomeshovedherselfbetweenmomandI

dadtookthephoneandwentout

.

FewdayslateritwasSaturdaythedayofMfuneko’s



funeralhereallywasdeaditwasahijacktheytook

hiscarandshothimonceonhisforeheadthebullet

wentoutthroughthebackhediedsametimethey

killedhimforastupidAudiA3.Thefuneralwentwell

Lisacouldn’tunderstandcompletelyshejustknew

thatherdaddyhadgonetoheavenandwasnowan

angel.Thepolicehadnoleadnosuspectsnothingit

wasasifwhoeverdidthisjustvanishedintothe

surfacethetrackercompanycouldn’tfindthecar.

AndjustlikethatmydaughterhadlostherfatherI

hadlostmyfirstlovemyfirsteverything.

.

#Zama

*

*

IwenthomethefollowingdayafterIhadgotten

marriedIspentmyholidaystherewhichwasalittle



awkwardespeciallyonChristmassincedadandI

werenotonspeakingterms.Iwentbacktodurban

onthefirstweekofJanuaryImovedinwithBrian

whichwasprobablynotasmartideabuttherewas

nopointinmepayingforacommuneIwasn’teven

usingespeciallysincedadwasstillnotpayingmy

rentorgivingmecash.ItwasJanuary13Iwasset

togivebirthJanuary21Iwaslayingonthebed

wearingjustsweatpantsandahoodiewatchingan

oldsessionofgossipgirlonthetvIkepthaving

thesecrampsbutitwasn’tanythingoutofthe

ordinaryIgotoffthebedwithanintentionofgoing

tomakemyselfacupofteawhenIfixedmy

sweatpantsInoticedtheywerewetImeanIcould

havefeltithadipeedonmyselfasplashofwater

randownmylegsifiguredmywaterhadbrokeat

thatmomentIwasn’tinpainIwenttothecloset

changedintocleansweatpantsItookmybagitwas



alreadypackedthenIwenttothenurserytookthe

baby’sbagIwentdownstairsfoundBayandaand

Sboplayingvideogames

Me:“bayanda”

Bayanda:“mmh”hewasn’tlookingatmeIwentto

standinfrontofthetv“thefuckZama!”

Sbo:“what’swiththebags”

Me:“pleasetakemetothehospitalI’mabouttogive

birth”theylookedateachotherandlaughed“I’m

seriousmywaterbrokeafewminutesago”

Bayanda:“shit”theystooduphetookthebagsSbo

wasjuststandingtherewithhishandsonhishead

“Sbosnapoutofit!!”

Sbo:“ohja”wewalkedouttheyhelpedmeinthecar

thenbayandadroveoffIsentBrianatextthatmy

waterhadbrokenhecalledimmediately



Me:“baby”

Brian:“I’m onmyway!Areyouokay?Doyoufeel

pain?ShitIshouldn’thaveleft,fuck!OkaybabyI’m

onmywayjustbreathformeokay,Iknowithurts

justbreathforme”

Me:“I’mfineBrianIdon’tevenfeelpainIhadslight

crampsbeforebutI’m perfectlyfinedon’tpanicI

don’tevenknowwhatpainswaseveryonetalking

about”

FewhourslaterIknewexactlywhatpainseveryone

wastellingmeabout!!IwasinexcruciatingpainI

didn’tevenknowwhattograborwhotokilltomake

thepainstoponeminuteIwascoldthenextIwas

boilinghotitfeltlikesomeonewasbreakdancingin

myuterusIwasinawardwithBriannexttomehe

hadturnedpinkwhenIfeltlikegrabbingsomethingI

wouldtellhimtobringhisfacenearthenslaphimor



pullhishairIevenhadsomeofhishairinmyhand

thenextcontractionhitlikeavolcanoweaveI

wantedtorolloverthebedthenursethatwaswiping

myfacewasonthewallinasecondafterIshoved

heroff

Me:“cutme!!!”

Brian:“baby?”

Me:“cutitcutittakeitoutofme….Ohsweet

devil!!!”

Brian:“mmh”Neehacheckedmeagain

Neeha:“therewegoIseetheheadokayZamaI’m

goingtoneedyoutopushokaygiveityourall”Idid

justasshesaidthebabycameoutIexpectedacry

butnothing

Brian:“whyishenotcrying”ItriedsittingupbutI

couldn’t



Neeha:“hisnotbreathing”everyonearoundthe

room startedmovingaroundIcouldhearthepanic

ineveryone

PART24UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Zama

*

*

Someonetried opening butitwaslocked they

knocked

Brian:“babyopenup”Iwenttoopenhegotin

Me:“where’syourcrazymom”

Brian:“nursery”

Me:“shebetternowwakeupmysonBrian!”

Brian:“shewon’t”



Me:“wannaholdme?”HechuckledandheldmeI

sighed“Iloveyou”

Brian:“Iloveyoutoopleasedomeafavor”

Me:“yeah”

Brian:“showmomsomerespect”Iletgoofhimbut

heheldme“don’tbelikethat”

Me:“IrespectyourmotherBrianbutIwon’tsmile

whilesheinsultsme”

Brian:“Ijustwantyoutwotobeciviltowardseach

other”

Me:“youdon’tevenstandupforme”

Brian:“Imarriedyou,didn’tI?eventhoughshedidn’t

wantmeto”

Me:“thisissupposedtobemyhouseBrianwhereI

findpeacebutI’m constantlybeinginsultedina

languageIdon’tevenunderstandwhenevershe’s



here”

Brian:“Ican’tchasemymomout”

Me:“I’mnotsayingchaseherout”

Brian:“whatdoyouwantmetodo”

Me:“tellherthatweneedtorespecteachotherand

beciviltowardseachother”

Brian:“okayIwill”Iputmyarmsaroundhisneck

Me:“thankyou”

Brian:“Iloveyou”heleaneddownwekissedpulled

apartwhenMarcelstartedcryingIwenttothe

nurseryfoundBrian’smomalreadyhushinghim

Me:“Ineedtofeedhim”

Her:“don’tyouhavepumpedmilk”

Me:“I’llgogetit”Iwentdownstairstookthemilk

from thefridgewarmeditthenwentbacktothe



nursery“here”Igaveherthebottleshewassitting

ontherockychairshestartedfeedinghim

Her:“hisbeautiful”

Me:“thankyou”

Her:“mysonhasgoodgenes”Ijustwalkedoutwent

toourroomBrianjustlaughed

Brian:“she’srightIdohavegoodgenes”

Me:“youheardher”

Brian:“youleftthemonitorhere”Ithrewmyselfon

thebed

Me:“shewillneverlikeme”

Brian:“Iloveyouandoursonlovesyouthat’sthe

onlyimportantthing”Iputmylegonhisthigh“are

youstillfeelingpain”

Me:“onlywhenIusethetoilet”



Brian:“itwillgetoversoon

Me:“wishsoonwasnow”wecouldhearhismom

talkingtoMarcelatleastshelovedmyson

Brian:“gym?”

Me:“I’llstartnextweekMondayneedtogobuyfew

thingsfirst”

Brian:“nothingrevealingorsexy”

Me:“aiboI’mthinkingbumshortsandsportbras”

Brian:“whenI’mdead”Igiggled

Me:“I’m jokingjustyogapantsandtanktopsand

pairofsneakers”

Brian:“yogapantsaregoingtoshowyourassdon’t

wantpeoplelookingatmyproperty”

Me:“mybodyisnotyourproperty”

Brian:“yesitis”



Me:“hhedon’ttestme”

Brian:“youmywifethatmeansyouminebodyand

soul”hegavemeakiss

Me:“I’myours”

Brian:“good”helookedatmyboobsIlookedat

themaswell“Iwantyousobadrightnow”Igiggled

Me:“letmehealfirst”

Brian:“blowjob?”

Me:“I’mlazy”hepoutedIgavehimasoftpeck

Brian:“Ineedtofindasidechick”

Me:“notfunny”hechuckledandkissedmyeye“you

wouldn’tcheatonmerightbecauseIdon’tthinkI

cansurviveanotherheartbreak”

Brian:“notinamillionyears”hegotontopofme

andwekissedandhetookmetomufftown



#Bayanda

*

*

Igothomewhistlingwhileswingingmykeyonlyto

bemetbyMelissabythestaircasewearingjust

shortsandacroptop

Melissa:“Tyler!”ShethrewherselfatmeIhadto

catchotherwiseshewasgoingtofallshewrapped

herlegsaroundmywaist“GodI’vemissedyou”she

kissedmyneckIgentlyputherdownshelookedat

mewithawidesmile

Me:“hey”welookedateachothershewasstillthe

sameMelissaIfellinlovewithanddedicatedmy

timetomakingherhappy

Melissa:“comelet’scatchup”shepulledmebymy

hand wewentoutto thepoolside“stillyour

sanctuaryplaceright”Ialwayslovedsittingbythe



poolwithjustmythoughts

Me:“right”wesatthereonthechairssheputher

feetonitthensatonthemflippedherhairback“you

stillsmellthesame”shegiggled

Melissa:“nothinghaschanged”

Me:“youtaller”andmorebeautifulIsaidtomyself

Melissa:“yeahwellIgotthinner”

Me:“youstillhaveyourcurves”

Melissa:“onlyintherightplaces,youlookgoodTyler

reallygood”Ilookeddown

Shestilllookedfuckinghotforsomeweirdreason

shestillmademeweakwithhergreeneyesitwas

likeshecanlookrightthroughme.Shewastheone

girlwhodidn’tneedtobeimpressedbymycharmor

themoneyshejustcutthroughthebullshitofthe

BayandaIwasinhighschool



Me:“thankyouMel”shemovedfromherchairand

cametositonmestraddlingmewelookedateach

otherandshekissedmeIkissedherbackshortly

beforepullingbackto“I’minarelationshipMel”

Melissa:“Iknow”Ilookedatherpuzzled“Istilltalk

toouma”Inodded

Me:“whyyouhereMelissa?Isthissomekindofway

youandoumaareusingsowecangetbacktogether?

Itwon’tworkMelissasoifitisyouneedtoleave

beforeyougethurt”shelookedatmepuzzled

beforegettingoffmeshelookedatmeagainher

eyestwinklingwithtearsIstoodupnothingscared

mewhenitcomestoherlikehertears“don’tplease”

sheblinkedtheirfell“Melissaplease”sheraninto

thehouseIranafterhercallinghernameshegotin

oneoftheguestroomsIgotinafterhershewas

alreadyonthebedcryingIgotonitandpulledherto

me“I’msorryIdidn’tmeantoupsetyou”shenodded



Ipushedherhairback“talktome”

Melissa:“youthinkI’mherebecauseIwantto?Yeah

sureI’dloveforustofixthingsbutthat’snotwhyI’m

hereTyI’m herebecauseIdon’thaveachoice

betweenmyparentsfiledforbankruptcyTyler”I

lookedathershockedherparentswererich

Me:“whathappened”

Melissa:“daddymadebadinvestmentsrightnowwe

survivingonsavingsican’taffordanapartment”

Me:“I’msorryMel,whydidn’tyoucallme”

Melissa:“youhateme”

Me:“that’snottrueIloveyouandyouknowIlove

you”Iregrettedthewordsassoonastheycameout

mymouthshekissedmeIpushedherback“Melissa

please”sheblinkedandgavemepuppyeyes

Melissa:“what’swrong”



Me:“I’mwithsomeone”

Melissa:“whoisshe”

Me:“hernameisFezeka”shelaughed

Melissa:“sincewhendoyoudateblackgirls”

Me:“sinceyoufuckedmyfriend”shefrowned

Melissa:“yousaidyouforgiveme”

Me:“IdidIjustdidn’tforget”shenodded

Melissa:“funnycozIforgotthatyouputmeina

comaforaweek”

Me:“don’t,don’tdothat”

Melissa:“whenareyoushowingmearounddurban”

Me:“later”

Melissa:“I’vemissedyouTylerI’vemissedthe

thingsyoudotome”

Me:“Mel”



Melissa:“Iknow you’vemissedmeaswell”she

startedtouchingme“nobodyknowsyourbodylike

meandnobodycandoyoulikeIusedto”Iclosed

myeyesandswallowedbecauseshewasrightout

ofallthegirlsI’vebeenwithnobodypleasuresme

likehernotevenFezeka“I’myourfirstloveTyleryou

willalwaysloveme”sheranhernaildownmyneck

justbehindmyearIshivered“IloveyouTy”she

whisperednextthingshesmashedherlipsonmine

hardIgaspednextthingshe’sontopofmewithher

topoffandherbreastinmymouthshe’smoaning

mymindkeepstellingmetostopbutmybodyis

betrayingme,nextthingI’mburieddeepinhershe’s

fuckingmehardherboobsbouncingupanddown

herhairallmessedupshelookslikeaGoddessnext

thingshethrowsherbodybackandsqueezesmy

toesandI’mdoneforIcomehardcallinghername

shetightensherwallsaroundmycockmilkingme



drybeforecomingupandkissingmethenshe

collapsedontopofme

Me:“Mel”

Melissa:“I’vemissedyou”

Me:“sohaveI,areyouonapill”

Melissa:“no”

Me:“freshenupweneedtogetamorningafterpill

thenIcanshowyouarounddurban”

Melissa:“okay”shegotoffmeandwenttothe

bathroomIgotdressedandgotoutImetZamaon

thepassage

Zama:“IfeelsorryforFezeka”Ilookeddownguilt

washingalloverme“nexttimekeepitdownthat

roomisnotsoundproofed”shewalkedtoMarcel’s

room Iwenttomyroom tookaquickshowerand

justgotdressedinrippedblackdenim shorts,a



maroont-shirtandmaroonStansmithsIroughedup

myhairtookmywalletcarkeysandphoneIwentto

knockonMelissa’sdaughtersheopenedwearinga

blacksundressandsandals

Melissa:“readytogo”

Me:“yeah”shegotoutandheldmyhandweleftI

droveoffgoingtogatewaywestartedatclicks

boughtthepillandbottleofwatershetookit

immediatelythenwewalkeddowngoingtomimmos

forlunchbutsherushedtothenextbinandthrewup

Igaveherwater

Melissa:“Ineedthetoilet”wewalkedtothetoiletI

waitedoutsideafterawhileshecameback

Me:“areyouokay”

Melissa:“yeahthanks”Iheldherchinmakingher

lookatme“I’mokayTydon’tworry”

Me:“okaylet’sgogetyoufoodsinceyoujustthrew



upeverythinginyourstomach”shesmiledand

noddedIletgoofherchin

Melissa:“okay”wewalkedtotherestaurantsat

downandorderedourdrinkscamefirst

Me:“how’syourbrother”

Melissa:“hisgoodherelapsedwhendadfiledfor

bankruptcy”

Me:“shucksafter4yearssober”shenodded

Melissa:“noonetookitwellwejustdealtwithit

differently”

Me:“youshouldhavecalledmeMelissa”

Melissa:“yourlastwordstomeweredon’tever

contactmeagain,sowhatwasIsupposedtodo”

tearsfilledhereyes

Me:“don’tdothatMelyoubrokeme,wasIsupposed

tosmileandofferyoumyfriendship”



Melissa:“yesTyyoupushedmetoJayyouhurtme

andIfoundcomfortinhim”

Me:“youdidn’thavetofuckhimthoughhewasmy

friendMelandyouweremygirlfriendthefirst

personIfellinlovewith”

Melissa:“Iwasweakandwrong”

Me:“thatnightchangedeverythingMel”shelooked

downandquicklywipedhertearsourfoodcame

Melissa:“doyouloveher”

Me:“yes”

Melissa:“likehowyoulovedme”

Me:“no”IansweredhonestlybecauseIdon’tthinkI

couldeverloveanyonethewayIlovedMelissamy

loveforherwastoomuchitwastypeoflovethat

youloseyourselfin

Melissa:“thenwhyyouwithher”



Me:“Ilovehershemakesmehappy”

Melissa:“okaythatgoodIlikeseeingyouhappy”

Me:“Iamhappy”shesmiledgenuinely

Melissa:“soI’llberidingwithyoutoschool”

Me:“I’m doingmyhonourssoillhardlybeon

campusbutZamaalsogoestothesamecampusso

youwillbetravelingwithher”

Melissa:“youstepmomshe’ssoyoung”

Me:“yeahbuttheyloveeachother”shenodded

Melissa:“Icantell”

Me:“soyouseeinganyone”

Melissa:“Iwasbackathomebutwebrokeuphis

goingtoAmsterdamandI’llbeherewesawnopoint

inmakingeachothermiserable”

Me:“ait!”



Melissa:“soTuckergotmarried”Ichuckled

Me:“yeahhisadaddyandahusbandnow”

Melissa:“Bethfinallytamedhim”

Me:“they’vebeenthroughalot”

Melissa:“whenareyoumarryingme”Ispilledmy

beercoughing shejustlaughed innocently“I’m

jokingbrarelax”Itookthenapkinwipedmymouth

andmyt-shirt

Me:“yougotmethere”

Melissa:“I’llbethebestmanatyourwedding”I

laughed

Me:“youalwaysweremybestfriendbutIthink

Tuckerwouldhaveaproblemwiththat”

Melissa:“IcanhandleTucker”

Me:“true,waitletmecallhimlethimknowyouhere”

ItookmyphoneandcalledBandile



Bandile:“bro”

Me:“whatyoudoing”

Bandile:“watchingsoccerI’msoboredBethismad

atme”

Me:“whatdidyoudo”

Bandile:“rememberthatgirlwemetwhenwewent

fortheinternshipinterview”

Me:“yeah”

Bandile:“we’vebeenchattingandBethwentthrough

myphonesoshewenthomesayingsheneedsa

break”Ichuckled

Me:“I’mingatewayatMimmoswithMelissa”

Bandile:“whatisMelissadoingindurban”

Me:“she’sgoingtobestayingwithusandgoingto

westville”helaughed



Bandile:“yousofucked”

Me:“Iknow”

Bandile:“youalreadyfuckedherdidn’tyou”

Me:“Idid”helaughedlouder

Bandile:“Fezekaisgoingtokillyouboth”

Me:“Iknow,comethroughwe’llgochillsomewhere

afterlunch”

Bandile:“I’mcoming”

Me:“sure”Idroppedthecall“hiscoming”

Melissa:“cool”shesmiledbitingherbottomlip

Me:“stop”sheknewwhatitdoestomewhenshe

bitesherbottomlip

Melissa:“stillgetstoyou”

Me:“yes”

Melissa:“kissme”



Me:“Mel”sheshiftedcomingclosertomeand

brushedherlipsonmine

Melissa:“kissme”Iheldherheadsinkingmyfingers

inherhairwekisseddeeply

.

#Zama

*

*

IgothomewithMarcelBriandroppedusoffhewas

goingtocomepickusupwhenIwasdonepacking

mythings,IknockedandStheopened

Sthe:“Zama,it’sZamaandthebaby!!”Igaveherthe

bagwegotinmomcameoutofthekitchen

Mom:“hey”shetookMarcel“heylittleKhanya,his

growingsofast”

Me:“heis”wesatdown



Mom:“howareyou”

Sthe:“whatdidyoubuyus”Igaveherthepicknpay

plasticfilledwithjunkfoodshesquealed“thankyou”

shewenttothekitchen

Mom:“savesomeforMbiso”

Me:“whereishe”

Mom:“wenttofifiwithyourdadIwantedfish”

Me:“okay”shestartedtalkingtoMarcelIlookedat

hersmiling

Mom:“Iwishhestayedhere”

Me:“hisfatherwouldn’tsurvivehisobsessedhe

hardlyevengoestoworkanymore”

Mom:“areyoutwookay”

Me:“wegooditjusthismotherthatwon’tleave”

Mom:“shedoesn’tlikeyou”



Me:“shehatesmeshethinksI’m afterhismoney

andobviouslytheagething”

Mom:“sorrybutyourgrandmahatesmetoo”we

laughedgrannyreallydidhateher

Me:“rememberwhenshethrewyourcurryinthe

dog’sbucketsayingyoutryingtopoisonher”

Mom:“thatcrazyoldwoman”

Me:“guessmotherinlawsareallcrazy”

Mom:“theyare”Iheardacardrivingin“thatshould

beyourfather”

Me:“I’llgopackmythings”

Sthe:“wepackedforyouyesterdaymom saidyou

notwellyouhadababysowepackedforyou.Isthis

yourbaby?”

Me:“yes”

Sthe:“I’mhismam’ncaneright”



Me:“yes”thedooropeneddadandmbisogotin

Mbiso:“Zama!!”Hegavemeahug“yousofat”mom

laughed

Me:“wowthankyou”hesmiled“hellodad”

Dad:“Zama”hewaslookingatMarcelhehadn’t

seenhim“yourmothersaysyounamedhimJames”

Me:“ithissurname”

Dad:“itishis”hetookhim unwrappinghisblanket

“hisbigyoh”Ichuckled“helookslikehisfather”

Mom:“hedoes”

Dad:“IsawBriandrivingaround”

Me:“hiswaitingforus”

Dad:“callhim”

Me:“dad?”

Dad:“callhimtocomehecan’tbedrivingaroundlike



aheadlesschickenhedoesn’tevenknowthisplace”

Me:“hemustcomehere?”Iaskedjusttobesure

Dad:“yesyourmotherwillcooklunchweneedto

talk”

Me:”aboutwhat?”

Mom:“Zama”

Me:“I’llcallhim”IstoodupwentoutIcalledhim

Brian:“baby”

Me:“comebackdadwantstotalktoyou”

Brian:“hedoesn’thaveagunright”welaughed

Me:“nohedoesn’tjustcome”

Brian:“okaybabyshouldIbringanything”

Me:“Idon’tknowmaybedrinksdadlikescognac

andmomdoesn’tdrinkanythingwithacidsoabottle

ofHennessy and fruitjuice maybe a box of



chocolatesformomsomethingwithnuts”

Brian:“okayletmefindashop”

Me:“weloveyou”

Brian:“Iloveyouboth”Idroppedthecallwentindad

waslayingonthecouchwithMarcelontopofhim

sleepingIfeltlikecryingatthesight

Me:“hiscoming”

Dad:“okay,whatdoesKhanyaeat”

Me:“justbreastmilk”

Dad:“whatareyougoingtodoaboutschoolsinceit

startstomorrow”

Me:“I’llpumpit”

Dad:“IneedyoutograduateintimeZamagcina”

Me:“IwillIpromise”

Dad:“Ionlywantwhat’sbestforyouMagcinathat’s



allIwantyouknowyourmomandIwilldieonedayI

needtoknowthatwhenwedieyouwillbeableto

take care of yourself and youreducation is

somethingthatnoonewilltakefrom you.Brian

coulddisappointyouonedayandleaveyouI’m

scaredthatthislifestylehehasgottenyouusedto

willleavewithhim andyouwillneedtoprovidefor

yourselfandyoursonsostudymakesomethingout

ofyourlifedon’tdependonhim”

Me:“Ihearyoudad”

Mom:“Zama!!!”

Me:“I’mcoming!!”Iwenttothekitchen“yes”

Mom:“whatdoesBrianlike”

Me:“aslongasthere’smeathishappy”

Mom:“redmeat”

Me:“yeah”Idishedupicecream



Mom:“okay”Isatonthehighchair

Me:“lookslikedadiscomingaround”

Mom:“heisIthinkyougivingbirthmadehimrealize

thatyougrowing”

Me:“youthinkhewillfinallygiveushisblessings

andacceptthelobola”

Mom:“itmightnotbenowbutitwillhappen”

Me:“IjustwanttomarryBrianmom hemakesme

sohappy”

Mom:“Icantell,youneedtoloseweight”

Me:“Marcelisjustaweekoldtheweightwon’tjust

disappear”

Mom:“mendon’tlikeseeingchangehefellinlove

withyouwhenyouwereskinnyandnowyoulikea

size40”

Me:“I’ma38andithischildthatmademelikethis”



Mom:“mmh”

Me:“besidesI’mstartinggymtomorrow”

Mom:“itwon’thelpifyoudon’twatchwhatyoueat”

shepointedtomyicecream

Me:“itjusticecream”Iheardacardrivein“that’s

Brian”Igotoffthechairwentoutsideitwashimhe

gotoffthecarwithasmilewehuggedasifIhadn’t

seenhimlikeanhourago

Brian:“missmemuch”hegavemeasoftpeck

Me:“yep”Itookhishandwewentindadsatup

Brian:“hello”

Dad:“Brian”theyshookhands“sit”hesatonthe

doublesofaIsatnexttohim

Mom:“helloBrian”

Brian:“hellomah”Ifeltlikelaughingmom islike4

yearsolderthanhim



Mom:“justcallmeSnakho”

Brian:“Snakho”

Dad:“howareyouBrian”

Brian:“I’mokaysirandyou”

Dad:“weallgood”

Sthe:“histhefatherofyourbabyZama”

Mbiso:“hiswhite”Brianchuckled

Me:“shutup”

Mom:“comehelpmeZama”Iwenttothekitchen

withmomIstoodbythedoordoIcouldhearwhat

dadwassayingtohim butmom pulledmebymy

dress“don’teavesdrop”

Me:“Ijustwanttoknowwhattheytalkingabout”

Mom:“ithasnothingtodowithyou”Isighedandsat

down on the high chair“yourfatherwon’tdo



anythingtohim Brianisnotaboytheyalmostthe

sameage”

Me:“Iguess”IwatchedhercookingSthecamefor

glassesandiceshegavemom aplasticfrom

woolworth“what’sthere”

Mom:“youlikethingsZamaitmine”

Me:“hawu”IstayedthereuntilshedishedupItook

thefoodtotheloungedadandBrianweredrinking

Hennessyoveralightconversationweallateover

lightconversationsthenmom dishedupthedesert

Brianhadcamewith.

ItwaslatewhenIstoodup

Me:“helpmemovemythingstothecarStheand

Mbiso”

Dad:“there’snoneed”

Me:“hhu?”



Dad:“youtwoaregettingmarriedsoonrightBrian

saidlobolanegotiationscanstartnextmonth”I

lookedatthemwithtearsfillingmyeyes

Me:“you…..youokaywithusgettingmarried?”He

sighed

Dad:“yes”mytearsdroppedIflewtodadandgave

himahugehug“it’sokaydon’tcry”

Me:“thankyoudaddyI’m sohappy”hekissedmy

headIlookedatBrianhewinkedIgiggled

Mom:“mybabyisgettingmarried”wehugged

Brian:“weshouldleaveMarcelcan’tbeoutofthe

housethislate”

Dad:“true”theyallstoodupBriantookMarcelfrom

SthewewentoutIhuggeddadonelasttime

Me:“thankyou”

Dad:“youwelcomeangel”wesaidourgoodbyesI



gotinthebackseatwithMarcelBriangotinhe

hootedanddroveoff

Me:“didthatjusthappen”

Brian:“yesitdidwegoingtogetmarriedtheright

way”

Me:“IloveyouMrJames”

Brian:“IloveyouMrsBrianJames”

PART26UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#bayanda

*

*

Icollapsednexttoherbreathingheavilysheputher

headonmychestherhairwaswet

Melissa:“thatwasepic”



Me:“yesitwas”myphonerangfrom thefloorI

jumpedoffthebedpushingMelissaoffmeitwas

Fezeka’sringtone“babe”Melissagroanedirritably

Fezeka:“whenareyoucomingkantiI’mwaitingfor

you”

Me:“I’llbetherewithinanhourIgotcaughtupwith

mydad”Melissalookedatmelikeshewantstokill

me

Melissa:“Tylercometobed”Ifeltlikepunchingher

intothenextdecade

Fezeka:“whosethatBayanda?Areyou fucking

someoneBaya?”Hervoicebroke

Me:“I’m notbabyIpromiseyounohoeisworth

losingyoujustgivemeanhourtobathpackclothes

fortomorrowthenI’llbethereokay”shesniffed

Fezeka:“okay”



Me:“Iloveyousomuch”

Fezeka:“Iloveyou”Idroppedthecallthenmarched

toMelissaIheldherthroatstranglingherliftingher

upthewall

Melissa:“goonhitme”shesmiled

Me:“IwillfuckyouupsobadMelissa”

Melissa:“you’vedoneworse”

Me:“staythefuckawayfromme”

Melissa:“westucktogetherforlife”

Me:“youpsychoticbitch”shebitherbottomlipIlet

gooffhershefellonthefloorhittingherass“getout

ofmyroom”

Melissa:“withpleasure”shestoodupputherpjs

andleftholdingherheelsIwenttotakeaquick

showergotoutputonjoggersat-shirtandallstarts

Itookoutanoutfitfortomorrowgrabbedmyphone



andcarkeysIwalkedoutIfoundMelissacryingin

theloungeandoumacomfortingher

Ouma:“Bayanda!”Shelookedsoangry

Me:“what?”

Ouma:“whywouldyouhurtthepoorchildlikethis?!!”

Melissalookedatmeherneckwasredandswollen

Me:“Ididn’tdoshittoher”

Melissa:“Ijustwenttohisroomtoaskifheneedsa

snackbecauseIwasgoingtomakeonethenhe

attackedmeoumaIunderstandthatTyhatesme

becauseofourpastthat’swhyIsaidIwouldrather

gofindajobandnotgostudy”Ichuckledindisbelief

Me:“un-fucking-believable!!!”

Ouma:“watchyourself”

Me:“I’moutofhere”IwalkedoutandignoredOuma

asshescreamedmynameIgotinmycaranddrove



offinaspeedonethingkeptringinginmyheadthat

Ifuckingneedtostoplettingmycockcontrolme.

Iknockedoncebeforeunlockingandgettinginit

wassoquietIwentstraighttoFezeka’sroom I

foundherinbedIgotonitsheraisedherhead

lookingatmehereyeswerepuffyandred

Me:“babyno”shejustcriedIheldher“Iwouldn’t

hurtyoulikethatFezplease”

Fezeka:“Iheardher”

Me:“itwasMelissapullingastupidtrickbabycome

on”Iheldherchinmakingherlookatmethenwiped

hertears“pleaseIpromiseyouIwouldn’tdothat”

Fezeka:“youaredoingit”

Me:“trustmeplease,youbreakingmyhearthere”I

wipedhertearsagain

Fezeka:“ithurtsBayandaitphysicallyhurts”



Me:“I’msosorrybaby”Ikissedhershepulledback

Fezeka:“yourlipstastelikestrawberryBayandawho

wereyoukissing”

Me:“noone,comeonFezekabruIhadafew

strawberriesbeforecominghere”shenodded

Fezeka:“sorry”wekissedagainthenIpulledherto

mychestwrappingmyarmsandlegsaroundher

Me:“Iloveyou”

Fezeka:“Iknow”

Me:“good,where’sLisa?”

Fezeka:“sleeping”

Me:“wereyoualsosleeping”

Fezeka:“notreally”

Me:“you need to stop crying so much babe

especiallyoverstupidthingsbecauseyouknow I



wouldnevercheatonyouIwouldn’tdothattous”

Fezeka:“I’mjustscaredanditmakingmeinsecure

andparanoid”

Me:“whatshouldIdotoshowyoumyloyaltyand

commitment”

Fezeka:“noit’sfine,whoisMelissa?”

Me:“daughterofafamilyfriendshestaysathome”

Fezeka:“soyounotrelatedtoher”

Me:“no”shelookedupatme

Fezeka:“isthatallsheis”asmuchasIdidn’twant

hertoworryIknewthatifIlieshewillfindoutfrom

BethorZama

Me:“she’smyex”

Fezeka:“anasexorjustsomeoneyou’vehadsex

with”



Me:“anex”shetightenedherlipsnodding“baby”

Fezeka:“youstayingwithyourex”shesoundedso

defeated

Me:“she’smypastbutyoubabyyoumypresentand

future”

Fezeka:“don’tsweettalkmeitwon’tchangethat

youstayingunderthesameroofwithyourex”

Me:“dadwouldneverletmemoveout”

Fezeka:“younotababybayandaandyourinternship

ispayingyou”

Me:“babeunderstand”

Fezeka:“nothere’snothingtounderstand”

Me:“I’llmoveoutwhenIfindanapartment”

Fezeka:“thankyouoryoucouldmoveinwithme”

Me:“andhowwouldyourparentsfeelaboutstaying



withamanyounotmarriedto”

Fezeka:“ohja”

Me:“IwishyoutrustedmeFezithurtsthatyoudon’t

trustmeitreallydoes”

Fezeka:“thishasnothingwithmenottrustingyou,

wouldyoubecomfortableifanexofminemovedin

withme”

Me:“no”

Fezeka:“thendon’texpectmetobecomfortable

withit”

Me:“youhurtingmeFezekathelackoftrustyou

haveinmeandthelackoffaithyouhaveinushurts

me”

Fezeka:“don’tmanipulatemeBayandaI’m notone

ofyourlittlehoes”

Me:“okay”Iletgoofherandgotoffthebed



Fezeka:“soyourunningbacktoher”

Me:“yesatleastshetrustsmeandsherespects

me”

Fezeka:“fuckyou”shethrewatmehittingmyback

Me:“don’tstartsomethingyouwon’tfinishbecause

Iwillhurtyou”IgotoutherroomclosedthedoorI

heardherlettingoutaloudsobIwenttothekitchen

dishedupformyselfthemuttonstewanddumplings

tookabeerfrom thefridgewenttoeatwhile

watchingsoccerhighlightsIfinishedeatingthenjust

laidonthecouchuntilIfeltapatonmyshoulderI

turneditwasLisaIpickedherupplacedherontop

ofme

Lisa:“I’mhungryBaya,whereismom?”

Me:“she’ssleeping,I’lldishupforyou”

Lisa:“okay”wegotoffthecouchIdishedforherand

hermomitwaslateshewenttoeatinfrontofthetv



ItookFezeka’sfoodtoherIwokeherupshehad

fallenasleep

Fezeka:“what?Shedidn’tletyoufuckher”

Me:“don’tbestupidifIwantedtofuckherIwould

havenowsitupandeat”

Fezeka:“leavemealonebruI’mtired”

Me:“firstlyI’m notyourbruandsecondlydon’tbe

childishyounotinhighschoolIwillnotdealwith

highschooldramanowsitthefuckupandeat”she

didIwatchedheruntilshefinishedeating

Fezeka:“thankyou”Itooktheplateandtheglassto

thekitchen

Me:“bathandbedlittleLisa”

Lisa:“IjustwokeupBaya”

Me:“andityourbedtime”

Lisa:“canIstayalittlelonger”



Me:“onehour”

Lisa:“thankyou”IwenttoFezeka

Fezeka:“isLisaupdidsheeat”

Me:“yeah”Igotunderthecomforterandpulledher

tome

Fezeka:“I’mstillmadatyou”

Me:“andyoustillloveme”myphonerangitwasdad

“dad”

Dad:“getyourassbackhere”

Me:“why?”

Dad:“why?Areyoucrazy?YouhurtMelissaandjust

leftafterbeingrudetomymother!”

Me:“didshetellyouwhyIhurther?Shebloody

screamedthatImustcomebacktobedwhileIwas

onthephonewithFezeka,whatbeddad?Shewas

justtryingtocausetrouble.Fezekaisupsetnowand



madatmebecauseofthat,I’m sorrydadbutIam

notcomingbackFezekaismymainprioritynow”

Dad:“Ididn’tknowsorry,that’snotthestoryshetold

usnowherdadiscallingmeallupsetIthinkZama

wasrightI’llhaveMelissamovedtoherroomatthe

commune”

Me:“thankyouthatwouldmeanalottome”

Dad:“sure”hedroppedthecall

Fezeka:“sorryIshouldhavebelievedyou”

Me:“Ididn’tgiveyoureasonto”Ikissedher“well

seemslikeshewillbemovingout”

Fezeka:“goodthatgirlistrouble”

Me:“nowI’mmadatyou”shegiggled

Fezeka:“Icanmakeituptoyou”shesaidgettingon

topofmeandIwasreallynotinthemoodMelissa

exhaustedme



Me:“maybetomorrow”

Fezeka:“youhaven’ttouchedmelikethatinovera

weekBayandadon’tyoufindmeattractiveanymore”

Me:“comeonbabedon’tstartanotherargument”

shegotoffme

Fezeka:“okay”hervoicebarelycameout

Me:“babydon’tbeupsetokayitbeenahecticdayat

workandI’mjustdrained”

Fezeka:“it’sokayBayandaIgetit……Uhm…..I’llgo

putLisatobed”shegotoffthebedIfeltlikesuchan

ass

.

#bandile

*

*



IwokeupexcitedaboutgoingtoworkIwasgoingto

seemybeautifulBellaIgotoffthebedmadeitthen

wenttothebathroom IfoundBethintheshowerI

gotin

Me:“morninghon”

Beth:“yes”

Me:“youseriouslystillmadatme?Itbeentwo

weeksandI’vebeenapologizingeveryday”

Beth:“mmh”

Me:“itain’tlikeIwasfuckingthegirlBethanywejust

spokeacoupleoftimes”sheturnedtofacelooking

angryandhotwithherbodyandhairallwet

Beth:“leavemealoneTuckerdoyouhearme”

Me:“youlooksohotjustlookatwhatyoudoingto

me”Ipointedtomyalreadyhardcock

Beth:“tellhertofuckyou”



Me:“willthatmakeyouhappy”

Beth:“don’ttestme”sheturnedbackaroundand

continuedshoweringwhethershewasangryornot

shewasstillmywifeandIhaven’thadsexinover2

weeksIpulledherbackpressedheronthewalllifted

herlegupthenslammedintoherhardshecriedout

Me:“I’msorryBethanyokay”

Beth:“okay”Istartedmovingwhileshemoaned.

AftershoweringwegotdressedIputoncaramel

slimfitchinosawhiteshirtwithabrownblazerand

brownshoesandbeltIputonmywatchcommyhair

thentookmybagandphoneIwentoutfoundBeth

busymakingbreakfastwhilethenannywasfeeding

Pennythischildgotuptooearly

Me:“morningprincess”

Penny:“dada”sheraisedherhandsupfromherhigh

chair



Me:“a.ayougoingtomakedadadirtyagain”Isat

downonthehighchairBethputmybreakfastonthe

counterthenwenttogetdressedIfinishedeating

quicklywenttorinsemymouthIgaveBethakiss

Beth:“Iloveyou”

Me:“loveyoumore”Ikissedpenny’shead“loveyou

princess”Ileft,IarrivedatmycubicleBellawas

alreadywasinhers

Me:“morningIsa”shelookedupandsmiled

Bella:“morningBandile”

Me:“Igotyoucoffeedidn’tknowhowyoulikeitsoI

gotonewithcreamanotherwithout”

Bella:“without”Igaveittoher“thankyou,youdidn’t

haveto”Isatonmychair

Me:“Iwanted to”mywork phone rang “mrs

Anderson”



Her:“come”shehungup

Me:“I’llbeback”Iputmycoffeedownthenwentto

her

Her:“younothertosocializeBandile”

Me:“yesma’am”sheshotmeadeadstare“sorry”

shesmiledwaymorethansheshouldhaveitcame

acrossasflirtingtypasmile

Her:“how’sthewife”

Me:“hhu?”

Her:“sitlet’sgettoknowoneanother”no!Iwould

rathergoouttherebewithBella

Me:“Ihaveworktodo”

Her:“andI’myourbosssosit”Idid“Iwentoveryour

personalfileyesterday”

Me:“I’msureyoufoundeverythingyouneeded”she

tookoffherspecs



Her:“youknowweinabusinessthatdealsmore

withconnectionthanqualifications”

Me:“aha”

Her:“soonewordfrommecouldeitherbuildyouup

ordownevenonewordaboutlittlemissBellaout

there”IlookedoutBellawaswatchingusshequickly

lookedawaywhenoureyesmet

Me:“Ihearyou”

Her:“good,I’m asimplewomanBandileTucker

JamesIlikebeinghappyandsatisfied”herdeskwas

glassIcouldseeherspreadingherlegsunderit

showingaredlacepanty“ifyoukeepmelikethatI

coulddoamazingthingsforyourcareer”

Me:“goodtoknowma’am”

Her:“it’sCharlize”

Me:“okayI’m goingtogobacktomyworknow”I



stoodup

Her:“itallaboutconnections”

Me:“myfatherhasconnectionsandmyacademic

recordspeaksforitselfI’veneverreceivedanything

below90%soexcuseme”

Her:“maybesobutdoeslittlemissBellaoutthere

havethesame”Ilookedatherhardtryingto

understandwhatshe’stryingtodoshejustsmiled

eatingherpeninasluttywayIgotoutofheroffice

wentbacktomycubicleIsmiledatBellaasIsat

down

Me:“howdidyougetthisjobBella”

Bella:“Iappliedforit”

Me:“okay”

Bella:“what’swrong?”Shelookedatmewithherbig

eyesfilledwithconcernshewassoinnocenttoo



innocenttobecaughtupinmyworldIhadalready

damagedmanygirlsIdidn’twanttodamageherbut

shefascinatedme

Me:“there’snothingwrongmyIsagobacktowork”

Bella:“okay”wegotonwithourworkuntilitwas

lunchtime

Me:“let’sgoeat”shetookoutahellokittypinklunch

boxIlaughedsohardshestartedfrowning“I’msorry

justthatyoutoocute”

Bella:“oh”

Me:“comeonwe’lleatthatlater”

Bella:“Idon’tcarrycash”

Me:“I’magentlemanlittleIsaIwouldneverletyou

pay”

Bella:“I’molderthanyou”

Me:“onlyonanidentitydocumentscomeon”Istood



upsodidshesmoothingherblackdressover“do

youonlywearblack”

Bella:“kinda”Itookmyphoneweleftgoingtothe

parkinglot“youhaveacar”

Me:“yeah”

Bella:“daddywouldneverletmedrive”

Me:“daddy’sgirlhhu?”Shesmilednodding“cute”

Bella:“hisallIhave”

Me:“meaning?”

Bella:“mymommovedon”

Me:“movedon?”

Bella;“foundanewmanandleftusbehind,Idon’t

reallywannatalkaboutit”

Me:“okay”wegottomycargotinIdroveofftothe

center“howdoyougethere”



Bella:“daddydropsmeoffandpicksmeup”

Me:“where’shome”

Bella:“pinetown”

Me:“cool”myphonerangpenny’spictureshowedon

thescreen“I’mdrivingI’llcallyoulater”

Beth:“that’swhatBluetoothisfor”itwasconnected

toitanywayIjustdidn’twanttotalktoherinfrontof

Bella

Me:“what’sup”

Beth:“I’mgoingtomyparentshouseTuckerandI’m

takingpennywithmemomisnotfeelingwell”

Me:“canwetalkaboutthiswhenIgethome”

Beth:“I’llbegonebythen”

Me:“areyouaskingmeortellingme”

Beth:“I’maskingifareyouokaywithit”



Me:“goBethbutcomeback”

Beth:“tomorrow”

Me:“tonightorleavemydaughterbehind”

Beth:“I’llbebackbeforedinner”

Me:“okaybye”

Beth:“IloveyouTucker”IclearedmythroatIcould

feelBellalookingatme

Me:“loveyoutoo”shehungup

Bella:“yourwife?”

Me:“yeah”

Bella:“wasthatyourdaughter’spicture”

Me:“yeah”

Bella:“she’sbeautifulhermothermustbegorgeous”

Me:“thankyouIguess”shelookedoutthewindow

insilenceuntilwegottothecenterwewentto



oceanbasketorderedourfoodcamewestarted

eatingallinsilenceIdidn’tknowwhattosay

Bella:“thankyouforlunch”

Me:“youwelcome,areyouseeinganyone”

Bella:“no”

Me:“whynot?Yougorgeous”hercheeksgotallred

Bella:“neverhadaboyfriendbefore”

Me:“ohwelleatupsowecango”Iwasnotgoingto

dothistoherIdon’tknow whybutIcaredI

genuinelycaredaboutherandhurtingherwasthe

lastthingonmymind

Bella:“oh”Iwasreallynotgoodforherandknowing

thatIwon’tseeherthenexttwodaybecauseIwas

goingtocampusmademefeelsomesortofpainin

myheart

Me:“unlessyouwantevilAndersononourcase”she



giggled

Bella:“sheseemstolikeyou”

Me:“whatmakesyousaythat”sheshruggedher

shoulders

Bella:“Idon’tknow,maybe because I’m more

qualifiedthanyoubutI’m herp.aandshe’syour

mentoryoubasicallydoingherjobwhileImake

copiesandtakedownnotes”

Me:“sorry”shesmiled

Bella:“don’tbeI’mnotenviousI’llgetthereslowly”i

nodded

Me:“sohowoldareyou”shegiggled

Bella:“turning21”

Me:“youmyage!”

Bella:“Iknow,Iskipped3gradesinprimaryIwas

toosmartwhichiswhyIhavemymasters”



Me:“smartgirl”

Bella:“Iguess”Ilookedatherasshepopped

anotherprawninhermouthshewasdifferentso

differentandsomethingabouthermademefeel

foreignthingsitonlybeentwodaysbutIwas

alreadyfeelingsoprotectiveoverherIwantedto

shieldherfromthiscruelworldespeciallyfromme

sheshouldn’tbethisfriendlytosomeonelikeme

becauseIknewIcoulddamageherandbeingwith

hermademefeellight.

.

#Zama

*

*

IwokeupSaturdaymorningbecauseofMarcel’s

squeakycryIcoulddifferentiatehiscriesnow I

couldtellifhewashungryorneededanappy



change.Igotoffthebedwenttothebathroom

brushedmyteeththencleanedmybreastsIwent

outandfoundBrianalreadygivinghimabottle

Me:“letmefeedhim”Isatonthebedhegavehimto

meIstartedfeedinghimstraightfrommybreast

Brian:“howyoufeelingbaby”

Me:“I’mokayandyou”

Brian:“I’mgood,IneedcoffeethoughshouldIbring

youanything”

Me:“Idon’tlikewhatyoudidlastnightBrian”he

lookeddown

Brian:“I’msorryIdidn’tthinkI’dcomebackthatlate

theguysdidn’twantmetoleave”

Me:“youdidn’teventellmethatyouwon’tbehome

thenyoucamebackaround03:30inthemorningit’s

notrightIwasworriedandyourphonewasoff.Brian



ifIdon’tmakeyouhappyanymorejusttellmesoI

canleavebutdon’tcheatonme”hiseyesshotuphe

cametokneelnexttome

Brian:“cheatonyou?BabyIwouldneverevendream

aboutthatyoueverythingIneedandmoreyoumake

mebeyondhappy,wejustlosttrackoftimeI’msorry

itwon’thappenagain”

Me:“losttrackoftimedoingwhatbecauseyouwere

notevendrunkyoudidn’tevensmelllikesomeone

whohadalcohol”

Brian:“wewerejusttalkingbabe,ZamagcinaIdon’t

wanttoloseyouIknowwhatyouworthIwould

neverdoanythingthatwouldmakeyouleaveme

andcheatingisnotevenonmymindI’mnotaboy

I’m amanwhoknowswhathewantsandwho

knowswhathehasathomewaitinghiminhisbed”I

nodded



Me:“okay”hestoodupandgavemeakiss“I’dlike

tea”

Brian:“comingrightup”hekissedmeagainthen

wentoutMarcelmovedhisfaceItookoutmybreast

putitbackinmypjtopIburpedhim thenputhim

backonhissidecotIwenttoopenthecurtains

madethebedIwasfinishingupwhenBriangotin

Brian:“therewegooneroibosteaformrsjames”I

tookit

Me:“thankyou”

Brian:“areyouupset”

Me:“no”

Brian:“I’mreallysorryZama”

Me:“it’sokayBrianifyoukeepapologizingI’llstart

thinkingyoureallyarecheating”

Brian:“what?!OkayIwon’tapologizeeveragain”



Me:“don’tbesmart”hechuckledandkissedmy

cheek

Brian:“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iknow”

Brian:“whenwillthesetupstart”

Me:“Idon’tknowMbalishouldbeheresoon”Iwas

just glad that his parents had to rush to

Mpumalangahisbrother’swifegavebirthatleast

hismotherwillhaveanothergrandchildtofussover

Brian:“okay”

Me:“letmecallher”Itookmyphoneanddialed

Mbali

Mbali:“I’llbetheresoon”Ilaughed

Me:“okay”

Mbali:“yeah”Ihungup



Me:“shewillbeheresoon.How badlydidshe

damageyourcard?Youshouldtakeitbacknow”

Brian:“itwasn’tbadI’lltakeitbackwhenshegets

here”

Me:“okay,canyoukissmenow?”Helaughedand

putourcupsasideandgotontopofmewekissed

slowlyforalongtimeIpulledback“Imissyou”

Brian:“hhu?”

Me:“Imisshavingyouinme”

Brian:“areyousure?Imeanisn’titsoreanymore?”

Me:“it’snot”hesmiledandsmashedhislipson

minewetookeachother’sclothesoff.

Me:“fuckthathurt”hepushedbackmyweaveand

kissedmyhead

Brian:“sorryItriedbeinggentle”herolledover

puttingmeontopofhim



Me:“Imisseditthough”

Brian:“don’tgetaddictedtosex”Igiggled

Me:“itwouldbeyourfaultifIdid”

Brian:“amIthatgood?”

Me:“youhavenoidea!”Hechuckledandkissedmy

headagainsomeoneknockedonthedoorIgotoff

himgrabbedmyrobefromthecouchwenttoopen

MbalitriedgettinginIblockedher

Mbali:“what?!Letmein”

Me:“Brianisnaked”Shegiggled

Mbali:“oh okayanywayI’m herenow and I’m

starvingyouwillfindmeinthekitchenmam’sophie

isdonewithbreakfast”

Me:“okay”sheleftIlockedthedoor“breakfastis

done”

Brian:“I’llbathfirstcomejoinme”wewenttobath



thenwentdownstairswithMarcelnoonewasinthe

kitchenIdishedupforBrianandI.AftereatingIgave

Marcelabaththenfedhimagainhesleptwhenhe

wasfull,Iwentouttothebackyardtocheckon

Mbalishewassupervisingthepeoplewhowere

settingup

Me:“it’slookgood”

Mbali:“Iknow!Ishouldhavebeenaneventplanner”

Me:“yeah”shelookedatmesmiling

Mbali:“youglowing”

Me:“I’mhappyhemakesmehappy”

Mbali:“I’mhappyforyoulittlesisyoudeserveit”we

sharedahug“youlosingweight”

Me:“slowlybutI’llgetthere”

Mbali:“youwill”

Me:“Iloveyou”



Mbali:“andIloveyou,gogetreadyandgetyour

husbandoutofthosesweatpantsguestswillstart

arrivingsoon”Igiggled

Me:“okay”IwentinfoundMelissainthelounge

busyonherphoneIwasjustgladshewasmoving

tomorrowIwentuptomyroom Iopenedthedoor

gotinIcouldhearBrianshoutingfrom theclosetI

walkedclosertoit

Brian:“noSabeloIwillnotbegoingtodothis

anymoreZamathinksI’m cheatingonher……..I

won’tlosemywifeoversomethingyouallcando

withoutme……….Don’tyoufuckingdarespeaktome

thatwayyouseemtoforgetwhoyoutalkingtoboyI

amnotMpilo……..IwillfuckyouupSabeloIseeyou

wanttodie…….YeahIthoughtsonxa…….ShobruI’ll

seeyounow”hechuckled“yeahshe’sherealreadyI

thoughtyoudroppedheroff…….Mbaliisagood

personSabeloandyouwillloseherifyoudon’tstop



fuckingaroundwenotinhighschoolanymore”Igot

insingingasifIhadn’tbeenlistening“surebrusee

yousoon”hedroppedthecall

Me:“Ineedtochangeintosomethingappropriate”

heheldmywaist

Brian:“ohyeah?”

Me:“yeah”

Brian:“where’smyson”

Me:“sleepingpeacefully”

Brian:“asalways”wekissedwhichledtoaquickyon

thecouchafteritwefreshenedupthenchanged

wentoutpeoplehadalreadystartedcomingitwas

justfriendsandfamilyIalmostranwhenIsawSiya

andthetwinsIthrewmyarmsaroundmybrother

Me:“youhere?!!Imeanallofyouwow”

Siya:“BrianthoughtitwouldbeagoodideanowI



seewhy”Ipulledbackandhuggedthetwins

Sthe:“yourhouseishuge”

Me:“itnotmine”

Brian:“itisandthankyouSthe”

Mbiso:“wecamewithpresencesthatgirltookthem”

hepointedtoMbali

Me:“okayareyoutwohungry”

Sthe:“nonotreally”Icouldseehereyeingthethe

cupcakesonthetableBrianwavedoverawaiterand

tookdrinksforhimselfandSiyaIleftthem there

talkingtookthetwinstothetablethathadjunk

Me:“don’teattoomuchyougoingtothrowup”

Them:“okay”IwentovertogreetFezekaandLisa

thentookLisatothetwinsalittlewhilelateritwas

fulleveryonewashereIwaswithMbaliwhenBrian

cametogetme



Brian:“Iwanttointroduceyoutotwoofmyfriends

youhaven’tmetthembefore”

Me:“okay”hetookmeovertohisfriends

Brian:“babethat’sVuyaniandthat’sLusandawith

hiswomanYamkelani”Iwaved

Me:“nicemeetingyouall”

Vuyani:“finallywegettomeetthemrsjameswho

hasourguybehavinglikeamoffie”theyalllaughed

YamkelaniandIjustsmiled

Brian:“voestekwena”hekissedmycheek

Lusanda:“wellI’veseenyouwejustdidn’tmeet”he

shookmyhand

Yamkelani:“youhaveabeautifulhomeandyourson

istooadorable”shesaidinthesoftestvoiceever

Me:“thankyou,wouldyoulikeatourofthehouse”

Yamkelani:“pleaseI’mintoproperty”



Lusanda:“comebacksoon”theykissed

Yamkelani:“okaybabe”wewalkedtothehouseover

lightconversation

.

#fezeka

*

*

IneededtousethetoiletsoIstoodup

Me:“I’llbeback”

Beth:“okay”LisawasplayingaroundwithZama’s

littlesisterandbrotherIwentinthehousestraight

totheguestbathroom onthefirstfloorIdidmy

businesstoucheduponmymakeupthenwentoutI

couldhearshoutingfromthekitchenitsoundedlike

Bayanda’svoiceIwalkedcloserthanstoodbythe

doorframetheycouldn’tseemehewasarguing



withthatMelissagirlwhohadbeengivingmeanevil

eyethewholeday

Bayanda:“don’tpushmeMelissastoptryingtoget

meangry!Whymustyoualwayscausetrouble?!!”

Mel:“youdeservebetterwebothknowthatshe’sa

centuryoldandwithachild”IguessthatwasmeI

wasthecenturyoldwomanthatdidn’tevenmake

sense

Bayanda:“sheisthousandstimesbetterthanyouin

everyway”

Mel:“shedoesn’tgiveittoyoulikeIdodon’teven

try”

Bayanda:“that’sallyougoodatMelissasexthat’s

theonlythingyouknow,howtofuck”sheslapped

him“that’stheonlychanceyouhadtolayyourhand

atmenowstayoutofmylifeoutofmyway”Melissa

sawmeandsmiled



Mel:“doessheknowthatwe’vebeenfuckingsinceI

gothere3weeksback”

Bayanda:“webothknowthatwasmeaninglesssex”

Mel:“heyfezeka”Bayandaturnedtoseemehisface

wentpalewhenhesawme

Bayanda:“babyI…”

Me:“don’tsayanotherwordwedoneBayandawe

aresooveritnotevenfunnyIdeservebetter”

Mel:“yeahgooldhag”Iflewacrosstheroom ina

secondIwasontopofherbeatingthelivingshitout

ofhershekeptcryingandscreamingIfeltarms

snakingaroundmeIgotpulledoff

Me:“leaveme!!Putmedown”BethhelpedMelissa

standupshewascoveredinbloodherlipwascut

hereyewasalreadyswollenclosedandcryingloudly

Bayanda:“putherdownBandile”hedidImarched



forMelissaagainbutbandileheldmeback

Mel:“areyoucrazy?!”

Me:“Iwillwipethefloorwithyourskinnywhiteass”

Bayandawasjuststandingthere

Mel:“I’mfuckingpregnantwithyourchildTylerand

yougoingtoletherdothistome”Ifeltdizzy

everythingstartedspinning

PART25UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#bayanda

*

*

Iwokeupinthemorningitwasthefirstdayofmy

internshipIwenttothebathroomtookashowergot

outgotdressedinpowderblueslimfitchinos,white

shirtwithanavyslim fitblazer,navybeltand



slippersIcommyshortfadeneatlyputonmywatch

grabbedmybagputmylaptopinalongwitha

notepadandwalletItookmyphoneandcarkeys

wentdownstairsstraighttothekitchenIfound

MelissaandZamahavingbreakfast

Me:“morningladies”

Melissa:“hey”

Zama:“bayanda”Idishedupformyselfthensaton

thehighchairnexttoZamaMelissafrownedbutI

neededtostayfarawayfromher

Me:“youwokeupearlyandpreparedbreakfast”

Zama:“hhu!Youwishmam’sophiedid”Ichuckled

Me:“yousolazy”shepinchedmycheek

Zama:“I’mnotyourbrotherdoesn’tsleepatnight”

Me:“thankGodyourroomissoundproofed”

Zama:“Brianistheonewhowakesup”



Me:“youturningmydadintoasissy”

Zama:“asifyounotasissywhenitcomesto

Fezeka”Ichuckled

Me:“yeahI’masissyforher”Melissastoodup

Melissa:“I’m doneeatingcanIwaitinthecarfor

you”

Zama:“sureittheRangeRover”shetookthecar

keysfromherpocketandgavethemtoMelissawho

stormedout“she’strouble”

Me:“she’snot”

Zama:“Fezekawoulddisagreeandyouhadsexwith

herwithin3hoursofherbeinghereanywayletme

go”shestood

Me:“latermom”shechuckled

Zama:“fuckyou”shetookherbagandleft

.



#zama

*

*

IgottothecarfoundMelissasittingonthedriver’s

seat

Me:“howaboutyoumoveforme”

Melissa:“I’mdriving”

Me:“noyounot”

Melissa:“Ineedtoknowthisplace”

Me:“I’mnotgoingtoarguewithyoumove”

Melissa:“itnotevenyourcar”

Me:“itmyhusband’swhichmeansitmineeventhe

roofyoustayingundersomoveanddon’tpissme

offbecauseIwillleaveyouhereandyouwillfind

yourownwaytocampus”shemovedIgotinand



droveoff

Iwassooverlettingpeoplewalkalloverme

Melissa:“I’m sorryI’m notameanpersonIjust…”

Shesighed“Tyignoredmeandonlyspoketoyou

thenyoubroughtuphisgirlfriendIguessIletmy

emotionstakeoverI’m sorryIdidn’tmeantobe

disrespectful”Inodded

Me:“it’sokay”

Melissa:“doesheloveher”

Me:“alot”

Melissa:“helovesmeaswell”

Me:“Iwouldn’tknow”

Melissa:“Iknow”

Me:“youthinkhelovesyoubecausehesleptwith

you”



Melissa:“nohelovesmebecauseI’m hisfirstlove

youneverforgetyourfirstlove”

Me:“Iforgotmine”

Melissa:“soyousay”

Me:“look Idon’tknow yourrelationship with

BayandaallIknowishelovesFezekaI’veseenhim

withdifferentgirlsbutFezekaisdifferentforhim

she’snotoneofhishoes,youwillgethurtand

loweringyourstandardsallowinghim totreatyou

likeasidechickwon’tdoyouanygoodattheendof

thedayyouwillalwaysbeasidechickhewillalways

runtoFezekawhenshewantshimto”believemeI

know

Melissa:“yourightyoudon’tknowourrelationship”I

didn’tsayanythingafterthatwegottovarsitydriveI

parkedoutsidethecommunetookmyphoneand

calledMbali



Mbali:“boo”

Me:“comeoutbabeI’moutside”

Mbali:“okay”Idroppedthecall

Melissa:“youcheatingonyourhusband?”Ichuckled

Me:“haveyouseenmyhusbandhisafullpackage

whythehellwouldIcheatonhim”Mbaligotinthe

carIdroveoff

Mbali:“girls”

Me:“thisisMelissababethegirlItoldyouabout”

Mbali:“theonewhoisfuckingbayanda”

TrustMbalitoshitwithhermouthItoldhernotto

repeatit

Melissa:“wow!”

Me:“sorry”

Mbali:“whatitstruesheisfuckinghim mos,baby



girlownyourshit!IfyougoingtobeBayanda’sside

chickbethefuckingbestsidechickintheworld.

Freeadvicesidechicksarenotallowedtocatch

feelings”

Melissa:“I’mnothissidechick”

Mbali:“okaybubu”

Me:“youate?”

Mbali:“yeahwhy”

Me:“feellikefries”

Mbali:“thoughtyoutryingtoloseweight”

Me”Iam”Iparkedwegotoffwalkedtowardsthe

cafeteriaMelissawasfollowingus

Mbali:“goongirlwenotyourfriends”

Melissa:“oh”shestoppedwalkingandlookedatus

Me:“don’tbeabitchMbaliitfirstdayofschoolshe



doesn’tknow anyone”MbalifakedgiggleMelissa

didn’tnoticethough

Mbali:“justjokinghon”Igaveheradeadstareshe

rolledhereyesweboughtfriesthenlookedather

timetableweshowedherthelecturevenuesshewas

goingtousIexchangednumberswithherthenwe

allwentourseparateways.

.

#bandile

*

*

ItwasmyfirstdayatworkwellinternshipandIwas

runninglateallthankstoPenelopewhodecidedto

throwupallovermewhenIwasalreadydressedand

readytogoIhatedthatIwasgoingtobeinanew

environmentwhereIdidn’tknow anyonebutdad

couldn’tgetbayandaandIintothesamecompany.I



parkedmycaratstaffparkinggotoutIfixedmy

maroonslim fitchinodustedoffmyblackslippers

buttonedupmywhiteshirtthenIgrabbedmyblack

slimfitblazerputitonIreachedforthebackdoor

tookmybaglockedmycarandwalkedtowardsthe

entranceIalmostrantothereceptionistwhenI

realizedI’mover30minuteslate

Me:“helloI’mBandileJamesherefortheinternship”

helookedatmewithasluttysmileonhisfaceI

brushedmyhairwithmylefthandshowingmy

weddingring

Him:“I’mLikhona”

Me:“sure.Sowillyoupointmetotherightdirection”

hecheckedsomethingonthecomputer

Him:“3rdfloorlastcornerofficemrsAnderson”he

gavemeastaffcardwithmynameandpicture

Me:“thankyou”



Him:“learningstraightfrom thebigbossmmh”I

walkedawaytookaliftIrushedtoherofficeand

bumpedintoagirlherfileswentflyingallover

Me:“ohshitI’msosorry”Iwasalreadypickingthem

up

Her:“it’sokay”saidthesweetestmostsoftvoiceI

hadeverheardIlookedupIcouldn’tseeherface

shewasalsopickingsomefilesupandherweave

wasonherfaceIhandedherthefilesshepushed

backherweaveandIwastakenbyherinnocentface

withherbigeyeshiddenunderherspecs

Me:“I’msorry”

Her:“I’m clumsyit’sokay”welookedateachother

butshequicklylookedawayshewassobeautiful

andbesidesthehairshewasallnaturalyetflawless

sheremindedmeofZama

Me:“I’mBandile”



Her:“IsabellabutBellaisfinewelldaddycallsme

Isabutthenyoucancallmewhatever….I’mtalking

toomuchsorry”shespokefastandattemptedto

walkawaybutIheldherarm shelookedatmy

weddingIcursedsoftlywishingIhadtakenitout

Me:“I’mgoingtomrsAnderson”shepointedtothe

office“thankyou”

Bella:“youwelcome”

Me:“youreallybeautiful”herpalecheeksturned

roseyshewasblushing

Bella:“thankyouandpleaseletgoofmyarm I’m

runninglate”IdidshewalkedawaywhileIwatched

hertheplainblackdressshewaswearingwasdoing

amazingthingsforhersmallcurvesIwenttothe

officeandknockedshewavedmeinandIgotin

Her:“Brian’sson?”

Me:“yesma’am”



Her:“youlatesolatethatIshouldjustfireyouonthe

spotifthere’sonethingIappreciateitpunctuality”

Me:“sorryma’amitwon’thappenagain”

Her:“I’mdoingyourfatherafavorhereIdon’ttake

internswithjustdegrees”

Me:“thankyouma’am”

Her:“enoughwiththema’amcrap”

Me:“yesma’am ….Shitsorry”sheshotmeadead

stare

Her:“youthemarriedone”

Me:“yes”shetookoffherspecsandlookedatme

properly

Her:“seethatcubicle”shepointed“that’syours”I

noddedshehandedmeaphone“itmustbeonall

thetimewithinofficehoursyouwillbeshadowing

mesoeverywhereIgoyoufollowunlessItellyou



otherwise”

Me:“okay”shehandedmeafile

Her:“that’swhatI’m working ongetyourself

familiarwithitwehaveameetingwiththosepeople

in3hours”thefilewassothick“nowgoon”she

wavedmeoffIgotoutwenttomycubicleIputthe

filedowntookoutmylaptopandmynotepadI

switchedmylaptoponconnectedtothewifiwithmy

staffnumbersthenIgotburiedinthefilewhile

researchingaboutthepeopleweweremeetingwith

untilsomeonesatonthecubiclenexttomineI

lookedoveritwasBellaIjustsmiled

Me:“so..”Shelookedatme

Bella:“Iwastoldtostayawayfrom yourtypeso

pleasedon’ttrytobefriendme”Ilookedathertaken

back

Me:“whattype”



Bella:“hotcharmingtypewearingweddingrings”I

chuckled

Me:“youthinkI’mhot”sheblushedagainandlooked

downwithoutsayinganything“justsoyouknowI

thinkyouhottoo”

Bella:“I’mnot”

Me:“ifonlyyousawyourselfthroughmyeyes”she

keptherfacedownbuthercheekswereallred“what

doyoudohere”

Bella:“I’mmrsAnderson’sp.a”

Me:“perfect!”

Bella:“hhu?”Shelookedatme

Me:“wegoingtobeworkingtogether”

Bella:“oh”herpinkthinlipsmadeaperfectOIfelt

mydickreacting

Downboy!!



Me:“yeah”

.

#fezeka

*

*

Me:“itonlybeen2hoursbayanda”

Baya:“IjustwishmybrotherwashereIdon’tknow

anyonehereandpeoplearesostuckup”

Me:“wellyourbrotherisnottheresosuckitupbaby

andmakethebestofthesituation”

Baya:“it’snotlikeIhaveachoicebabe”

Me:“IloveyouokayandImissyou”

Baya:“I’llcomeovertonightcookforme”

Me:“I’llcook”hesighed

Baya:“how’sourdaughter”



Me:“she’smadatme”

Baya:“whatdidyoudo”

Me:“shewantedmetocallyou”

Baya:“whydidn’tyou”

Me:“iwasmadatyou”

Baya:“youdidn’thavetotalktomeyouwouldhave

justdialedandgaveherthephone”

Me:“wellIdidn’tthinkaboutthat”

Baya:“areyoustillmadatme?”

Me:“areyoustillgoingtoactweirdandjumpy”

Baya:“no”

Me:“BayaIdon’twanttoaccuseyouofcheating

becauseIdon’twanttofightwithyoubutstop

actingweird”hehadbeenactingweirdforthepast

dayshisphonewaseitherofforonsilentwhenhe



waswithusandhesuddenlychangedhispassword

hewon’ttellmethenewone

Baya:“babyI’m notcheating on you and you

insecuritiesarenotsexy”

Me:“I’msorry”

Baya:“letmegobacktowork”

Me:“IsaidsorryBayanda”

Baya:“andIhearyoubabeitjustdisappointingthat

youdon’ttrustmeifyoukeepaccusingmeof

somethingImightjustendupdoingtoitbecause

youalreadythinkI’mdoingit”

Me:“don’ttalklikethatyouknowIwouldn’tsurviveif

youcheatedonme”

Baya:“Iknowbabethat’swhyI’mnotdoingit,Ilove

youokayonlyyouandLisa”

Me:“okay”



Baya:“I’llseeyoutonight”

Me:“bye”IdroppedthecallIknewhewascheatingI

justneededprovehemademewanagoallAngela

(from whydidIgetmarriedMarcus’swife)onhim

andbelieveIwasifhedidn’tstopbeingweird

Bayandawashotandyounggirlsthrewthemselves

athim anditterrifiedmethathedidn’tloveme

enoughtowalkawayfrom someofthem likethe

likesofWendywhatmadethingsworsewasthat

thesegirlswereinhisagegroupswhileIwasold

theylikedthethingsthathelikedthatIfoundstupid

andchildishlikevideogamesorgoingclubbingI

wasoverthatlifenotthatIdidn’tdrinkIjust

preferredchilledvibessomewhereyoucandrinkand

haveaconversationwhilemusicisplayingsoftly.

AnywayIpreparedformyclassIhadfirstyearclass

thatIneededtolecturesomeoneknocked



Me:“yes”Zamagotinwithasmileismiledwehad

bondedovertheagegapswehadwithourpartners

pluslovingajamesmanwasdifficultshejusthadn’t

seenthatwhichiswhatBethandIbondedover

Zama:“hey”shesatdown

Me:“mom in law”shegiggled shereallywas

beautifulanditwasflawlessshedidn’tputanyeffort

toitsheworewhateverandstilllookedgood

Zama:“youandBayandaneedtostop”

Me:“hegotmeusedtoit”

Zama:“howareyou”

Me:“I’mwellloveandyou”

Zama:“I’m okayjustmissingmysonwishtheday

wasover”

Me:“how’sthelittlefella”

Zama:“amazing!!”Shebeamedandtookouther



phone“lookathimhisjusttooadorable”shestarted

showingmepictures

Me:“histooadorable”whichwastruebutthen

havinghotparentslikeZamaandBrianobviouslyhe

wasgoingtobebeautiful

Zama:“Godifitwasn’tforMelissaIwouldskipmy

lastclassjustsoIcangostareathim”

Me:“Melissa?”

Zama:“adaughterofafamilyfriendshe’sstaying

withus”IsatbackIrememberBayandatalkingto

someoneaboutherbuthebrusheditoff

Me:“areyoucomfortablewiththat”becauseI’mnot

comfortableifshe’snotrelatedtoBayanda

Zama:“Idon’tthinkitgoingtolastIwasplanningon

speakingtoBrianaboutitIstillhavemyroomatthe

communetherentispaidupforthewholefirst

semesterIwasthinkingshecouldmoveinthereI



don’twanttroubleandthatgirlistrouble”

Me:“iftherentispaidthensheshouldmovethereit

closetocampusanywayandyoudoingyour3rd

yearyougoingtobedoingpracticalsmostofthe

timeyouwon’tbeoncampus”

Zama:“yeah.AnywayI’mheretogiveyouthis”she

tookoutabluesmallballoonthingwrittenM.Kand

gaveitto“pop”Ididwithmynailandglitterfellon

mytablewithasmallnoteitwasaninvitationto

Marcel’sbabylaunch“Mbaliisalittleoverthetop

Briangaveheracardnowshe’sabusingit,sinceshe

hadtocancelthebabyshowershecameupwith

that”

Me:“wowit’scutethoughI’llbethere”

Zama:“thankyouIregisteredatbabiesrusandat

earthchildbutyoucangetgiftsanywhere”

Me:“Saturday”shenodded



Zama:“pleasebringLisa”shepickedupthepicture

frameIhaveofBayandaholdingLisa

Me:“Iwill”

Zama:“coolletmegetgoingbeforeIranlate”

Me:“Ialsohaveaclass”shestoodup

Zama:“seeyah”Iwatchedgoingoutittruewhat

theysayamanwillbrakeandanotherwillbuildyou

upZamalackedselfconfidencewhenshewaswith

Bandileshealwayswalkedwithherheaddown

usuallybitinghernailsbutnowshewalkslikeshe

ownstheworlditasifshecommandseveryoneto

worshipher.

IstooduptookmybagfollowingheroutIwentto

classIwas10minuteslateIsatuptheprojector

introducedmyselfIwasgoingthroughthecourse

outlinewhenthedooropened

Me:“youover20minuteslatethathalfoftheperiod”



Her:“I’msorryma’amIgotlost”

Me:“youare”

Her:“Melissa”shepushedherblondeherback

Me:“findasitnexttimeIwillchaseyouout”shedid

“onethingIwillnotacceptispeoplewhoareover5

minuteslateareweclear”theymumbledyesIwent

backtomywork

.

#zama

*

*

IimpatientlywaitedforMelissaassoonasIsawher

comingmywayIstartedthecarshethrewherbagin

thebackseatandgotinthefrontseatIdroveoff

whileshebuckledup

Me:“firstdayoncampus?”



Mel:“I’msotiredtheclassesaresofarapart”

Me:“youwillgetusedtoit,didyoueat?”

Mel:“noIdidn’thavefreeperiod”

Me:“shucksyoumustbestarving”

Mel:“youhavenoidea,doyouthinkTylerisback?

Hewasn’tansweringmycalls”

Me:“hewillbebackIthinkafter16:00”

Mel:“youtwoareclosedoyoufindhimattractive”I

laughed

Me:“noIdon’tfindhimattractiveweclosebecause

westaytogetherandI’mmarriedtohisfather”

Mel:“okay”Ididn’tsayanythingafterthatuntilwe

gothomeIparkedoutsidethegaragetookmybag

wentinstraightuptothenurseryIfoundBrian’s

momtherewithMarcel

Me:“hello”



Her:“mmh”Iwenttothebathroom washedmy

handstookwipescleanedmybreaststheywereso

fullitwaspainful

Me:“comeherebaby”

Her:“I’mstillholdinghim”

Me:“youspentthewholedaywithhimandIneedto

feedhim”

Her:“Ijustdid”Ilookedatthiswomanfeelingso

irritated

Me:“givememysonnow”shedidclickingher

tongueItookMarcelandmybagwenttomyroom

lockingthedoorIputhimonthebedtookoffmybra

pulleddownmydressIstartedfeedinghim he

suckedfordearlifehepreferredthemilkstraight

frommyboobnotfromthebottlehewaslookingup

atmeasIfedhimwhilebrushinghishairsomeone

triedopeningthedoor



“Baby!”IwenttounlockBriangotinheheldmychin

andgavemeashortdeepkiss

Me:“Ialsomissedyou”helockedthedoorwewent

tositdown

Brian:“howaremytwofavoritepeopledoing”

Me:“wegoodhowareyou”

Brian:“alittletiredIcamebackassoonasIwas

donewithmyappointmentsIkeeptellingmyp.ato

booklesspeoplebutitlikeshedoesn’thear”I

changedMarcelfeedinghimfromadifferentboob

Me:“sorrybabe”

Brian:“whendidyougetback”

Me;“like5minutesago”henoddedMarcelfell

asleepIputhimonhissidecotthengotontopof

Brian“Iwishwecouldjuststayhereandnevergo

out”hechuckled



Brian:“thatcouldbearranged”

Me:“tothinkIstillneedtogotothegym”

Brian:“don’tpushyourselfbabyyoudon’thavetogo

thereeverydayyounotinahurrytolosetheweight”

Me:“Iam”

Brian:“don’tbe”Ibroughtmyfaceupwekissed

deeplyiwasn’tfullyhealedyetsothekissendedat

justthat

Me:“whenareyourparentsleaving?”

Brian:“whenthelobolaisdone”

Me:“butthat’sintwoweeks”

Brian:“Iknow”

Me:“okay”

Brian:“shetoldmeshe’sbeingniceisshenot”nice

myfatass



Me:“sheis”

Brian:“okaygoodnowmeetherhalfway”

Me:“Iwill”

Brian:“I’msosleepyIfellasleepintheoffice”

Me:“sleepIneedtopumpfirstmybreastsarestill

full”

Brian:“letmetaste”Igiggled

Me:“no”

Brian:“comeonletme”healreadyhadmybreastin

hishandInoddedhesuckedonitIfeltthemilk

comingouthefrowned“ityukky!!”Ilaughedand

kissedhimsuckinghistonguetotasteit

Me:“itnotbad”

Brian:“a.aitis”herolledusovergettingontopof

me“Iloveyou”



Me:“Iloveyou”wekissed

.

#bayanda

*

*

IgothometiredIjustneededawarmshowerthenI

couldgotoFezeka’splaceIgotinmyroomitwas

darkthecurtainswereclosedwhichwasstrange

cozIleftthemopenIlockedthedoorandswitched

thelightson

Me:“thefuck..”Melissawasonmybedshestoodup

andwalkedtomeallnakedwithjustapairofheels

on

Melissa:“howwasyourdaymylove?”

Me:“I…I”Icouldn’tevenfindthewordsshekneltin

frontofmestartedundoingmybeltshepulleddown



mypantsalongwithmyboylegIwasalreadyhard

shestartedgivingmeabjgoinghardIheldherhead

PART27UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#zama

*

*

Me:“andmyfavoritepartthekitchen”shegiggled

Yamkelani:“italsomyfavoritepartinmyhouse”we

gotinthekitchenandIjustfeltdefeated

Me:“whatthehellguys!!”Iwenttokneelnextto

Fezekaputtingherheadonmylap“whyyoualljust

standthere?!GocallyourfatherBandile”heleft

“wena Melissa go clean yourselfup and start

packingyourbags”

Melissa:“I’m notleavingI’m pregnantwithTyler’s



child”

Me:“amen!!”Bayandawasn’teveninthekitchen

“justgothisisnotBayanda’shouse”Yamkelanigave

meaglassofwaterIsplashedsomeonFezeka’s

face

Beth:“comeI’llhelpyoucleanup”shewalkedout

withMelissa

Brian:“whathappened?”Heaskedkneelingnextto

mecheckingFezekaout

Me:“Ithinkshefainted”heliftedherupwewent

upstairsasYamkelaniandlusandawentout

Brian:“where’sBayanda”

Me:“Ithinkheran”heclickedhistongue

Brian:“heneedstofindaplaceandmoveoutofmy

housetheyneedtogrowupman”heputFezekain

thebayanda’sroom thenwenttogethismedical



bag

Me:“isshegoingtobefine?”

Brian:“yeah”

Me:“I’llgocheckonMarcelI’msurehistiredofthe

bottlenow”

Brian:“okaybaby”Ikissed his cheek and he

chuckledIturnedtowalkawaybutheheldmyhand

andkissedmedeeplyIwrappedmyarmsaroundhis

neckhegrabbedmyassmakingmestandonmy

toesafterawhileIpulledback

Me:“letmegoanduhm…Yeah”hechuckled

Brian:“andfeedMarcel”Ismiled

Me:“yes”Iwalkedout

.

#Fezeka



*

*

Iwokeupinadarkroomtheonlylightshinninginit

wasfrom outsideIsatupandLisawaspeacefully

sleepingnexttomeIlookedaroundandwewerein

Bayanda’sroomthenitallcamebackhowBayanda

madeMelissapregnanthowIbeatherupIwanted

toscreamloudlytocryuntilIhadnotearsleftbutI

couldn’twithLisasleepingnexttomeIgotoffthe

bedIwasstillwearingmyboyfriendjeansand

Bayanda’sshirtthatIhadcamewearingIwenttohis

closetpulledouthissweatpantsandvestIgot

dressedinitItookmyphoneitwas03:45Ididn’t

wanttowakeLisaupsowecangohomewhichwas

goingtobeahustlebecauseIdidn’thavemycarI

wasstarvingandthirstyIputonBayanda’sflops

wentoutgoingtothekitchenassoonasIreached

thebottomstairsthealarmrangloudlyIstoodthere



notknowingwhattodoitdidn’teventakeaminute

Brianshowedup

Brian:“hey”hequicklywalkedtowardsthedoorand

switcheditoff

Me:“I’m sorryIdidn’tknowitwasgoingtoringI

didn’tmeantowakeeveryoneup”

Brian:“it’scool,itjustringshereandmyroomonly

luckilyIcaughtitbeforeMarcelwokeupotherwise

Zamawasgoingtobepissedoffshe’stired”

Me:“I’msorry”Ilookeddownhesighed

Brian:“ishehome?”

Me:“maybeinMelissa’sroom”

Brian:“hisnotstupidIwouldkillhimmyself”

Me:“yeahwellhemadeherpregnant”

Brian:“sorry”



Me:“it’snotyourfault”hesmiledandwentupIwent

tothekitchentherewassomuchleftoversthey

reallywentbigforthiswholebabylaunchthing

whichIfoundkindastupidbutwhatever.Iwarmed

someshortribsandlambchopsIpouredmyself

juicethenwentouttothetvroomIateinfrontofthe

tvwhilebusyonmyphoneIdidn’thaveanything

fromBayandaIguesshejustdidn’tcarethathejust

turnedmyworldupsidedownhegothissidechick

pregnantdidn’tevensaysorryIjustmissedMfuneko

wehardlyeverfoughtweonlydidovermyattitude

buttherewasneverathirdpersoninourrelationship

he treated me like his queen he worshiped

everythingaboutmeandwhenLisawasbornGod

thatwasthebestdayIcouldstillhearhisvoiceas

hecriedsayingthankyouwhichwasn’teasyxhosa

mendon’tgetemotionalbuthecriedlikeababy.I

wipedmytearswhichwouldn’tstopfallingIshould



havestayedinPEwewouldbehappyIshouldhave

listenedtomymomwhenshetoldmeIwouldregret

movingtoacitywhereIdidn’tknowanyonebutno

Fezekahadtobestubbornandmove.

IwokeupwhenIfeltsomeonescoopmeupI

openedmyeyessawBayandaIjumpedoffhisarms

almostfalling

Baya:“Iamsosorry”hesmelledlikebrewery

Me:“okay”Iwalkedpasthim hegrabbedmyhand

“don’t.Donottouchmewithyourdirtyhands”

Baya:“Iloveyou”Ipulledmyhandwenttohisroom

lockingthedoorIcalledforacabitwasmorning

alreadyIwokeLisaup

Lisa:“mommyitsunday”

Me:“wehavetogohomebaby”

Lisa:“okay”shesatupyawningIhatedhavingto



wakeherupsoearlywhenshedidn’thaveschool

Me:“comelet’srinseyourmouth”Ipickedherup

gettingheroffthebedshewenttothebathroom I

madethebedthecabcalledsayingitoutsidethe

gatejustasLisagotbackfromthebathroom

Lisa;“areweleavingnowmommy”

Me;“Yesbabyputonyourshoes”

Lisa:“goodbecauseIwanttosleep”

Me:“sorry”IliftedherupwewentoutIwenttothe

kitchensoIcanopenthegatemam’sophiewas

makingbreakfastandZamawasdrinkingteawhile

theyspoke

Me:“goodmorning”

Zama:“hey,howyoufeeling?”Shelookedatmewith

hereyesfilledwithpity

Me:“I’lllive”



Zama:“I’msorry”Ismiledandpressedforthegate

“youleaving?”

Me:“yes”

Zama:“wishyoucouldstayforbreakfastbutI

understandandthankyouforcoming”

Me:“thankyou”

Zama:“I’llcallyou”Inoddedandwalkedoutthecab

wasonthedrivewaywegotinthedriverdroveoff.

.

#bayanda

*

*

Iwoke up Monday morning feeling absolutely

drainedandhangoverIspentSaturdaynightand

Sundaydrunkit’sdaysliketheseIreallywishedI

wasn’tworking.Igotoffthebedwenttoshowergot



outlotionedgotdressedininkjeansfloodedatthe

bottomwithablackshirtandblackfluxIroughedup

myhairIreallyneededahaircutItookmybagand

phonewentdownstairsIfoundZamainthekitchen

havingafruitsaladshejustshookherheadIwas

justgladthatshemadeMelissamoveoutyesterday

Me:“Idon’twantalecture”

Zama:“goodbecauseyouwon’tgetonefrommeI’m

notyourmotherbutknowonething,onedayyouwill

haveadaughtershewillfallinloveforhersakeI

prayitwon’tbewithsomeonelikeyou”Iclearedmy

throatbecausethathithomebadlyIwoulddieifmy

daughterdatedanasswholelikeme

Me:“didn’tmam’sophiemakebreakfastI’mstarving”

Zama:“she’sofftodayyoucanmakeyourown”I

tookoutaboxofcheeriospouredintoabowladded

milkthensatdownstartedeating



Me:“itwasamistake”

Zama:“italwaysiswithyouandyourbrother”Ididn’t

sayanythingafterthatshefinishedhersaladtooka

bottleofwaterfromthefridgeandherbagthenleftI

finishedupthenleftaswellgottowork,Ihatedthis

placeIjustwishedtheyearwasover.Ikeptthinking

aboutmysituationthewholedayIneededtogetmy

factsstraightwithMelissabeforeItalktoFezekait

wouldbeamiracleifsheforgavemeforthisbutone

thingforsureIwasnotgoingtoletgoofherFezeka

wasmywomanmyhearttheonlypersonIwould

marrybutMelissahadtocomeandmessusup.

AfteralonganddrainingdayatworkIwentpast

clicksgotawholedifferenthomepregnancytest

kitsthenIdrovetothecommuneIparkedoutside

thegatewentinIknockedatZama’soldroom

Melissaopened shesmiled whenshesaw me

Fezekareallyfuckedheruphereyewasstillswollen



andnavybutitwasopennowandherlipwasstill

slightlyswollenhercheekwasalsonavyhernose

wasbrokensheactuallylookedfuckedup

Me:“hi”

Mel:“whatdoyouwant”

Me:“totalkletmein”shedidIsatonthechairwhile

shelaidonherbedwentbacktowatchingamovie

onherlaptop“Iwantustodothetests”Igaveher

theplastic

Mel:“okay”shestoodup“I’llpeeonthem inthe

toilet”

Me:“I’mcomingwithyou”

Mel:“I’m nottrickingyoubutokay”wewenttothe

bathroom shepeedonall4ofthesticksthenwe

wenttoherroomthefirsttestcameoutpositiveshe

smiled



Me:“let’swaitfortheothers”afterabout5minutesI

wasstaring at4 positive testsone waseven

showing3weeks“soit’smine”

Mel:“it’sours”

Me:“areyoukeepingit”

Mel:“yes”Inoddedthenburiedmyfaceonmy

handsitwasseriouslyfucked!Beingtiedtothis

psychoticbitchfortherestofmylifewasgoingtoa

nightmare

Mel:“youshouldbehappyTylerwecreatedababy”

Me:“IhavetogoI’llcheckonyoulater”

Mel:“okay”Iwalkedoutanddrovetofezeka’sflatI

parkedontheundergroundparkingthentookalift

upIunlockedthedoorandgotinfoundhercooking

inthekitchenandLisawatchingcartoons

Me:“hi”



Fezeka:“Lisagotoyourroom”

Lisa:“butmomI’mstillwatching”

Fezeka:“nowLisa”shestoodupangrilyandwentto

herroom

Me:“youdidn’thavetochaseheroutithertvtime”

Fezeka:“howaboutyouletmetakecareofmychild

andyoufocusonyourunborn”

Me:“Ideservethat”weremainedsilentIdidn’teven

knowwheretostartwithapologizing

Fezeka:“yourthingsarealreadypackedinmyroom

youcantakethemandgo”

Me:“I’msorryFez”

Fezeka:“Iknowyousorryandyoudidn’tmeanto

right”sheturnedandlookedatmetearsfalling

downherface“youdidn’tmeantofuckher!You

didn’tmeantogetherpregnant!Youdidn’tmeanto



breakmyheart!Youdidn’tmeanformetofindout!I

knowandnowthatwehavethatclearedoutleave

myplace”Iwalkedclosertohershepickedupa

knifefrom thecounter“don’teventhinkaboutit

BayandaIjustwantyoutoleavemykeysandgo”

Me:“ImessedupFezekaImessedupsobadIdon’t

evenknowwheretostartwithfixingthis”Isatonthe

floorlettingmyheadhangbetweenmylegs“tellme

whattodo,howdoIfixthisFezekabecauseIcan’t

loseyouIloveyousomuchyoumysanctuaryIjust

can’tyouFezeka”Ilookedupatherwipingmytears

asshewaswipinghers“tellmehowdoIfixthis?

WhatdoIdotomakeusworkagainFez?”

Fezeka:“justleavemealoneBayandawearedone”

Me:“nowenot,wefarfrombeingdoneFezekadon’t

makemeangry”

Fezeka:“Idon’tcarebeangryifyouwant,beatme



upifitgoingtomakeyoufeelbetterIdon’tcare.I’m

tiredofyouBayandaIloweredmystandardsfighting

yourbitchesworsethisoneiseveninmyclassI’ll

havetoseeheralmosteveryday,Idisregardedmy

beliefsandputmyprideasideagreedtobeina

relationshipwithyoueventhoughI’molderthanyou,

Igavemyselftoyouwhileyouwerestilljustaboy

chasingaftereveryskirtthatcomesyourway.I’m

overthis,thisrelationshipisdrainingandI’moveritI

don’twantitanymorenow pleasestandupand

leavemyflatsoIcancontinuecookingformychild”

shelookedatmewipinghertearsthiswasn’tthe

strongfeistyoverlyconfidentFezekathatIfellin

lovewithIhadbrokenhershelookedweakinsecure

andsofragile,sheturnedbacktoherstove

Me:“I’llgiveyousometimetocooloffFezekabutI’m

notgivinguponyouonus”

Fezeka:“I’vecooledoffI’m notangryanymoreI’m



justdonewithyou”

Me:“whyareyoubeinglikethis?!I’veneverseenyou

like,thefezekaIknowfightsforherselfshedoesn’t

justgiveup,Iwantyoutofightforus”

Fezeka:“you’veneverseenmenotinlovewithyou

thisisit”IfelttheairleavingmybodyIstoodup

feelingweak

Me:“no.IwillfixthisIdon’tknowhowbutIwillfixit

Fezweloveeachotherwedeservetobetogether”I

walkedoutmytearscouldn’tstopcomingdown

.

#bandile

*

*

IgotoutintheliftatworkTuesdaymorningandsaid

ashortprayermybosswantedmeandshewasn’t



scaredtoshowityetIneededBella.Asifsheheard

shewalkedpastmelookinglikeanangelinawhite

skirtandawhitetuckedinshirtwithnudeheelsfor

thefirsttimesinceImethershewasn’twearing

black

Me:“myIsa”sheturnedtolookatmeherhair

flowingandcomingtoherface

Whythefuckwaseverythinginslowmotion!!

Shewalkedtowardsmewithasmile10stepstome

feltlike100steps

Bella;“heyBandile”wehuggedshesmeltsogoodI

justwantedtosmellherskinagainstmineinbedall

dayandnight

Okaystopbeingapervert

Me:“areyougood?”Wepulledapart,Ifeltthingsfor

BellathingsthatscaredmebecauseevenwithBeth

theyweren’tsogreat



Bella:“I’mgoodandyou”

Me:“I’m perfectBella,youlookgoodinwhite”she

smiled

Bella:“IwentshoppingSaturdaydecidedtoadd

somecolourinmycloset”

Me:“youlookreallygorgeous”sheblushed

Bella:“thankyou”shealmostwhisperedshewas

lookingdownIputmyindexfingerbelowherchin

andliftedupherface

Me:“youalreadyhideyourbeautifuleyesfrom me

withthosespecsdon’tlookdownIneedaglimpse”

herfaceturnedred

Bella:“I…I…Uhm I”sheturnedandwalkedaway

fastIheardoneguychucklewhowaswalkingpast

Him:“yougood,she’sworkedherforayearbutI’ve

neverseenthat”



Me:“mmh”Iwalkedtomycubicleandkissed

penny’spicturebeforeputtingitbackonmydeskI

switchedonmylaptopconnectedtothewifiIwent

overmynotesIhaddonelastnightafteranhourthe

bossgotinshecametomeswinginghertinyhips

shereallydidn’tlookherageshelookedyoungerand

hotjustnotmytype

Her:“Bandile”Ilookedathershesmiled“come”I

stoodupandfollowedherwegotinheroffice“sit”I

didshestoodinfrontofmeaftershuttingdownthe

frontblinds“youlooksohottoday”

Me:“thankyou”shetookoffherpantiesIjumpedoff

thechairshegiggledandsatonherdeskwithher

legswideopen“whatyoudoing?”

Her:“Iwantyou”

Me:“youtwicemyageandmarriedshowsomeself

respectwoman”



Her:“youwouldneverfindapussyastightasmine”

sheopenedherlegswiderhercleanshavedpussy

wasjustouttherenolieitlookedgorgeous

Me:“noman”Iwalkedtothedoortriedopeningit

butitwaslocked

Her:“comeonBandilewenotkids”

Me:“openthisdoornow”shestartedplayingwith

herpinksoftfleshIhatedmydickforreacting

“unlockthedoorplease”

Her:“IwantyouBandilepleaseIhaven’thadsexin

months”sheundidhershirtandbrarevealingher

perkypinkbreasts

Me:“noCharlize!Iwon’tfuckyou”atthatpointmy

dickwashardthislittlemanhadamindofhisown

fuckwhatIwantedshegotoffthedeskandwalked

overitopenedthedrawerandpulledoutadildoshe

wentbacktosittingonherdeskandstartedfucking



herselfI’veneverbeensoabusedittookeverything

inmetonotyankthatdildooutofherhandandfuck

herhard,shewasbusymoaninggrabbingherbreast

andherblondehairshefinallycamewithaloud

moanIswallowedhardshelookedatmewitha

smile

Her:“youmissedoutBandilebutwecanstillgo

again”

Me:“noI’mfine”shepointedtomydick

Her:“hisnot”

Me:“justopenthedoorandletmeout”shegot

dressed

Her:“wehaveworktogetinto”sheopenedthe

blindsandgotonwithworkasifnothinghad

happened.

IstayedinherofficeuntilitwaslunchtimeIwent

outfoundBellawaitingformewealwayshavelunch



together

Bella:“shekeptyouinthere”shetookherthingswe

left

Me:“forhours”

Bella:“areyouokay”

Me:“yeahjustwishthisdaywasover”

Bella:“what’swrongBandile”shelookedatmeall

concernedIputmyforkdownandwipedmyface

Me:“whatdoyouseewhenyoulookatmeIsabella”

Bella:“apersonwithagoodheart,asweetperson,a

caringperson,yousmartandwitty,youseemloving”

Ichuckled

Me:“seem?”

Bella:“younotinarelationshipwithmesoIwouldn’t

know”



Me:“okay”

Bella:“what’sgoingon”Ijustgotassaultedbymy

bossandI’m actuallytiredofwomenwantingme

becauseofmyfaceandbodyandtruthbetoldifit

wasn’tforBellaIwouldhavefuckedCharlizebutI

knewitwouldcomeoutandBellawouldhearabout

itIjustdidn’twanttohurther

Me:“nothingmyIsa”shesmiledIwentbackto

eating“youshouldgeteyelenses”

Bella:“istheresomethingwrongwithmyglasses”

Me:“noyouhavebeautifuleyesI’dliketoseethem

often”shenoddedwithasmilemyheartfeltlike

jumpingupanddown.Likethethingsthisfemaledid

tomeshedidn’tevenmakeaneffort

.

#zama



*

*

IwokeupSaturdaymorningwhenmomwokemeup

itwastheSaturdayofthelobolanegotiationswe

weren’thavingatraditionalweddingwellbecause

Brian’sfamilywasn’ttraditionalhewasjustgoingto

paylobola then atnightwe were having our

engagementpartythenstartwiththeweddingplans

wellactuallyMbaliandIhadalreadyhadmeetings

withtheplannerbecausehewasalsodoingthe

engagementparty

Me:“mah”

Mom:“wakeupMarcelisup”Isatuphehadslept

withmyparents

Me:“puthimdownIneedtocleanmybreasts”

Mom:“okayfeedhimandcomeeatyourauntsand

unclesarealreadyhere”



Me:“okaymah”shesmiled

Mom:“I’msoproudofyou”

Me:“Ihaven’tevengraduated”

Mom:“butI’mstillproudZamagcinayoumarryinga

manthatadoresyouthatwillkeepyouandyour

childrenwelltakencareoff,youdoingyour3rdyear

yourresultsareamazing and youanexcellent

mothertoKhanya.Allofthisatyouragebaby”

Me:“thankyoumom”shekissedmyheadand

walkedout,IputMarceldownwenttothebathroom

IbrushedmyteethwashedmyfaceandmybreastsI

gotoutthebathroommetSiyaonthepassage

Siya:“isMbaliup”

Me:“she’snotinbed”henoddedIchuckled“youlike

herdon’tyou”helaughedlookingdown

Siya:“maybe”Igiggled



Me:“shejustbrokeupwithSabeloshe’snotseeing

anyone”MarcelstartedcryingIrantomyroom

quicklywipedmybreastwithasanitizerwipethen

tookhim startedfeedinghim mybabywasjust5

weeksand3daysbuthewassogrownactuallyhe

wasfatIontheotherhandwasnowasize36long

waytoa32thatIwantedtobe.Ifedhimthengave

himabaththenputhimtosleepIwentoutfoundmy

momandauntscooking

Me:“morningfam”theystartedsingingoneofthose

zuluweddingsongsIjoinedthem Mbalipulledme

westarteddancing

Uncle:“noise”

Aunt:“osyekewena!”Welaughed

Mom:“eatthenyouandMbaligobath”

Mbali:“yebomah”Itookmyfoodandsatonthehigh

chair



Me:“sleptwellsis”

Mbali:“yep”

Me:“youwereupearly”

Mbali:“wantedtohelpout”

Mom:“she’ssuchagoodchild”

Me:“don’tstealmymom”

Mbali:“wesisterssoweshareeverything”

Me:“notmyhusbandthough”everyonelaughed

Mbali:“obviously”

Aunt2:“whereisyourAfrikaner?Willwemeethim

today?”

Aunt:“heissogoodlookingImethim whenthey

cametopaydamages”MbaliwaslaughingIwas

justshakingmyhead“plushisrich!!Youshould

haveseenthecarstheycamewith”



Aunt2:“youshouldtrygettinghisbrotherforyour

cousinZama”

Me:“hehasonebrotherandhismarried”

Aunt2:“wellhisfriendke”Irolledmyeyes

Me:“I’llsee”

Aunt:“help yourcousins outZama you know

marriagesarehardtofind”

Mom:“leavemychildalone”

Aunt2:“wejustsaying,youknowzethuandnokphila

don’tworktheyneedarichmantotakecareof

them”

Me:“I’lleatinmyroomlet’sgoMbali”wewalkedout

satinmyroomeating“sowhatdoyouthinkofSiya”

shelaughedoutloudIsmackedher“yougonna

wakeupMarcel”

Mbali:“sorry”shegiggled “Ijustgotoutofa



relationshipZamagivemeabreak”

Me:“butyo..”Myphonerang“itSabelo”

Mbali:“Idon’twanatalktohim”Ideclinedthecall

buthecalledagain

Me:“maybeitimportant”

Mbali:“thenanswer”Idid

Me:“hello”

Sabelo:“uhm..”Hedidn’tsayanythingafterthat

Me:“talksabeloifitaboutMbalish..”Hecutmeoff

Sabelo:“it’sBrianohfuckZamaI’m sosorry”Igot

offthebed

Me:“whathappened?”

Sabelo:“hegot…Uhm ..Shotlastnighttheyneed

youheretosignsomeformsbeforetheyproceed…”I

didn’thearanythingafterthatIjustfellonmyknees



wailingeverythingfeltfarIcouldhearMarcelcrying

aswellbutitwasasifhisoutside

Unconditionallove
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*
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Ifeltarmswrappingaroundme

Siya:"youscaringKhanya"mybabywascryinghis

eyesoutnoonecouldcalm him evenMbaliwas

failingshewasalsocryingsilently

Mom:"calmdownandtakehim"InoddedIstoodup

andtookMarcel



Me:"weneedtoleave"

Mbali:"IspokewithSabeloilldrive"

Mom:"youbothnotinarightframetodrive"

Siya:"givemeyourkeysI'lldrive"Itooktherang

roverkeysgavethemtoSiya

Mom:"leaveKhanya"

Me:"Ican'theneedshismilkIdon'thaveany

pumpedandIdon'tknowhowlongI'llbegoneIdon't

thinkwewillcomeback"

Mbali:"soImusttakeeverything"InoddedSiya

helpedhertakeourthingstomycar

Mom:"hewillbeokaysisiwewillprayforhim"

someonestartedshoutingourclannamesatthe

gatewealllookedateachotherauntywenttolock

outthewindow

Aunt:"ithisfamilyIcanseehisfather"shegiggled



Me:"doyouthinktheydon'tknow"Itookmyphone

calledBrian'sdad

Him:"wehere"

Me:"Brianisinthehospital"

Him:"IknowSabelotoldmehismom istherebut

Brianwouldwantthistocontinueyoutwoare

alreadymarried"

Me:"okay"

Him:"nowgotheretheyneedyou"Idroppedthecall

Me:"itwillcontinuebutthepartyisoffIhavetogo"I

walkedoutgotinthebackseatSiyadroveoffBrian's

unclesfromhismother'ssideweretherealongwith

hisdadwedrovestraighttomhlanganetcaremedI

wascryingsilentlythewholewaywegotthereMbali

tookMarcelIraninsabelometusbythedoorhe

justhuggedmemytearscouldn'tstopcomingout



Me:"what'swrongwithmyhusbandSabelo"

Sabelo:"thedoctorwillexplain"Ipulledoutofthe

hugandnodded"come"wewentinBrian'smomwas

standingthere

Her:"yousuretookyourtime!!Youwantmysonto

diesoyoucanhavehismoney"

Me:"don'tfuckwithSiphosethunotnowbecauseI

willdosomethingImightregret"everyonegottaken

backthetwinswerealsotherealongwithMpiloand

Ethan"where'sthedoctorSabelo"wewenttothe

receptionisttheypagedthedoctorandhecame

Doc:"MrsJamesI'm DrKiaweneedyoutosign

somepapersforusbeforewecanproceed"

Me:"whatiswrongwithhim"

Doc:"hewasshot3timesonebulletinthehead"I

stumbledbackalmostfallingSabeloheldme"2hit

hisspinalcordwewereabletoremovethosetwo



nowtheotheroneisinaverydangerousplaceany

movementcouldeffecthisspeechandhismemory

worstcasehecoulddieonthetable"

Me:"can'tyoujustleaveitthere"

Sabelo:"Zama?"

Doc:"thatisanoptionbutthethingisthebrainhas

fluidsandthosefluidscouldmakeitmovearound

whichisgoingtocauseevenmoredamage"

Me:"sothoseforms"

Doc:"weneedtoknowthatifanythinggoeswrong

youwon'tsuethehospitalthatyouagreedtothis

fullyawareoftherisks"

Me:"sohemightdieanyway"henoddedwithhis

eyesfilledwithpity"doitI'llsignthepapersdo

whateverittakestosavemyhusband"henodded

and reached overthetablecamebackwith a

clipboardthathadpapersonitIsigned



Doc:"wewilltakehimtotheoperationroomnow"

Me:"canIseehimfirst"

Doc:"yesthiswaymrsjames"Ifollowedhimheled

metoBrian'sroomhelookedsoweakandpalewith

allthosemachinesconnectedonhim

Me:"aminuteplease"

Doc:"justaminute"hesteppedoutIsatonthechair

nexttohimIjuststartedcryingalloveragain

Me:"pleasedon'tleavemeBrian"Iheldhishandit

wassocold"pleasedon'tleavemealoneinthis

cruelworldwithyourson,IloveyouBrianMonwabisi

JamesIwantyoutofightandcomebacktometo

yoursonsfightbackforusweneedyouIwon't

survivewithoutyouplease.Thisissupposedtobe

oneofourhappiestdaysandthenthishappensI'm

soangryatyouIhadmydressalreadywhichIlook

hotinforyourinformationsoyoubetterfightinthat



ORandcomebacksoIcanwearmydressitalllace

andpeachsoIcan'twearitatyourfuneral"the

doctorgotin

Doc:"werunningoutoftime"InoddedIkissedhis

drycoldlipssoftly

Me:"Iloveyouandcomebacktome"thenursegot

inandtheypushedhimout"pleasebringhimbackto

me"

Doc:"I'lltrymybestmrsJames"heleftIwentto

SiyaheheldmeIjustsobbedloudly

Me:"Ican'tlosehimSiyaIwon'tsurviveifIlosehim"

Siya:"youwon'tlosehimhewillfighttocomeback

toyouandKhanya"

Me:"hehasmyheartSiyaifhedoesn'tcomeback

myheartwon'tcomeback"

Siya:"let'sbepositivehewillcomebackyoutwoare



destinedtobetogether"InoddedIpulledoutofhis

arms

Mbali:"Marcelcan'tbehereI'mtakinghimhome"

Me:"hewillneedmilk"

Bandile:"I'llgogetyourpumpforyouthendropitoff

againcomeMbali"

Me:"thankyou"henoddedtheyleftafterIfed

Marcelandgavehimakiss.Afterlong10hoursof

beinginthehospitalthedoctorcametousIstood

up

Me:"howdiditgo?Isheokay?"

Doc:"thesurgerywentwellbutwewon'treallyknow

untilhewakesuprightnowhisinacoma"

Baya:"butpeoplewakeupfromcomasright"

Doc:"yesitmightbetomorroworaweekfromnow

evenamonthlaterthere's5050chanceofhim



wakinguporneverwakingup"Isatdownfeeling

defeatedhismotherletoutaloudcry"let'sfocuson

thepositivesideofthingsheneedspositivityaround

him"

Sabelo:"ishegoingtobefinethough"

Doc:"fornowwedon'tknow"

Me:"canIseehim"

Doc:"tomorrowmorningduringvisitinghours"

Me:"justonceplease"

Doc:"I'msorry"

Sabelo:"comeonmanitherhusbandshewon't

sleepwithoutseeinghim"

Doc:"youreallycan'trightnowitbeenalongdayfor

himheneedsrestIwouldsuggestyoudothesame

becauseitgoingtobeahectictime"

Me:"thankyou"henoddedandleft"Siya?"



Siya:"come"hetookmyhandwewalkedoutSabelo

wasfollowingus

Me:"giveusaminute"

Siya:"okay"hewentinthecar

Sabelo:"I'msorryZama"

Me:"youspoketothepolice"

Sabelo:"yes"

Me:"whathappened"

Sabelo:"wewerecomingfromdinnerrememberhe

calledyouduringdinneraswegottotheparkingwe

separatedbecausewewereusingdifferentcars

nextthingweheardgunshotswerantohimhewas

onthefloorshotnobodywasaround"

Me:"sotheyjustshothimandleft"

Sabelo:"thepolicearedoingeverythingtheycanto

findwhodidthis"



Me:"okay"hesighed

Sabelo:"it'smyfaultIshouldn'thaveforcedhimto

gotogateway"

Me:"it'snobody'sfaultandrightnowIjustwantto

gotobedwithmyson"

Sabelo:"okayI'llseeyouinthemorning"hegaveme

ahug"hewillpullthroughhejusthastoo"

Me:"goodnight"IgotinthecarandSiyadroveoff

Siya:"youhaven'teaten"

Me:"I'mnothungry"

Siya:"youbreastfeedingZamayouhavetoeat"

Me:"Iwillafterbathing"

Siya:"good"

Me:"yousleepingover?"

Siya:"Idon'thaveclothesandIhavetobebackat



workonMonday"

Me:"youcanwearBayanda'sorBrian'sthengetalift

withmomanddadtomorrowsoyoucangetyourcar

anddrivebacktopmb"

Siya:"gotaspareroom formeinthatmansionof

yours"Ichuckled

Me:"it'sa12bedroom houseonly3roomsare

occupiedwell4sinceBrian'sparentsarehere"

Siya:"hismomdoesn'tlikeyou"

Me:"morelikeshehatesmeshethinksI'mafterhis

money"

Siya:"paynoattentiontoher"

Me:"canyoudrivepassfishawaysplease"

Siya:"sure"Ichuckled"what?"

Me:"justthinkingabouthowIusedtodriveBrian

crazywhenIwaspregnantIlovedseafoodanytime



ofthedayornighthewoulddrivetothenearestsea

foodrestaurantandbuyitformeheevenlearnthow

tocookprawns"welaughed"heneedstocomeback

tomeSiya"

Siya:"hewillsishavefaith"

Me:"weneedtogetpizzaaswellBrian'sdaddoesn't

likeseafood"

Siya:"oryt"heturnedatthecomplexwegotpizza

andmyhakethenleftwegothomeIshowedSiyaa

roomhewasgoingtousethenwenttobathIgotin

mypjswenttogetmychildfromthenurseryIwent

downstairsfoundMbaliandSiyaeatinginfrontof

thetvIwenttogetmyfoodandjoinedthem

Me:"youtwolookcosy"theywereunderablanket

Siyachuckled

Mbali:"don'tstart"

Me:"I'mjustsaying"



Siya:"weaperfectmatchrightsisi"

Me:"totally"

Mbali:"shame"

Siya:"shedoesn'twantmebutIwouldtreatherso

good"

Me:"hewould"

Mbali:"I'mgoingtogosleep"

Siya:"canIjoin"

Mbali:"a.aSiyabongastop"shewhinedIchuckled

shelikedhimIknowhowMbaliiswhenshelikesa

guythedooropenedIheardvoicesitwasBrian's

parentsandBayandaBayandacametoushesat

nexttomewithasigh

Baya:"I'msostarvingmomwhatyoueat"helooked

atmyplate"youpregnantagain?"

Me:"justbecauseI'm eatingfishdoesn'tmeanI'm



pregnant.There'sfoodinthekitchen"

Baya:"wouldn'titbefunnyifyougotpregnant"

Me:"Marcelisjustamonthold"

Baya:"exactlyitwouldbefunny"

Me:"mxm justgogetyourfood"hechuckledand

stoodup

Mbali:"youonaninjectionright"

Me:"IkindaforgotyaziI'llgoMonday"

Mbali:"mmh"

Me:"don't"

.

#bayanda

*
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Itook3slicesofpizzaputitonapapertowel



grabbedcanofbeerfromthefridgeIwentout

Me:"later"

Zama:"bye"shelookedawfulittoremyheartIdon't

blameBandilefornotwantingtobearoundhereven

thoughshewassmilingitwasn'therrealsmileI

wentoutgotinmycardroveoutIcouldn'tbeat

homeIneededmycomfortzoneitbeenaweeknow

sincewespokebutIcalledeverydayshenever

answeredmycallsshedroppedthelandlineassoon

assheheardmyvoiceIdrovewhileeatinguntilIgot

totheflatsIparkedandwentupItriedunlockingbut

therewasakeyinitIforceditinandunlockedIgot

initwasdarkIwentstraighttoherroomtookoffmy

clothesquietlywhenIgotinthebedshewokeup

andjumpedoffthebedswitchingthelightson

Fezeka:"whatthefuck!!"

Me:"didn'tmeantowakeyouup"



Fezeka:"didn'tmeantowakemeup?!Whatthehell

areyoudoinghereinmybed"

Me:"dadgotshothisinacoma"

Fezeka:"ohmyGodareyouokay"shecamebackto

bedandhuggedmeIheldher

Me:"I'msoscaredFez"

Fezeka:"I'msorrybabyI'msosorry"

Me:"it'sbadFezIcan'teventhinkstraight,Idon't

wanttolosemydadFez"

Fezeka:"youwon't"shepulledoutandheldmyface

"yourfatherisaverystrongmanhewillpullthrough

foryouandyourbrothersaswellasZamayouwill

see"Ikissedhershepushedmeback

Me:"please"

Fezeka:"BayandapleaseI'vecriedsomuchitbeen

awful"



Me:"I'msosorrybabyitbeenawfulformetoobut

I'm herenowletmemakeitrightagain"Iheldthe

backofherneckandkissedherhardshemoaned

andmeltedintomyarms

Fezeka:"Baya"Ikissedherdeepermakingherlayon

thebedfullyIgotontopofhershedidn'twantto

openherlegsIshookmyhipsforcinghertoopen

themuntilshedidIlovedthatshesleptnaked

.

#Bandile
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Itwasamonthlaterdadwasstillinacomethings

werejustdrainingalloverIavoidedZamabyall

costsIcouldn'tstandtoseeherlikethatshewasa

walkingzombieMarcelhadevenstoppeddrinking

breastmilkhewastakingformula.Igottowork



walkedtomycubicleIwasmetbythesmilethat

mademyheartjumpforjoyIwassoinlovewithher

itdrovemecrazyIhadneverbeenthatmuchinlove

before

Me:"myIsa"shestoodupandgavemeahugI

kissedherforehead

Bella:"areyouokay?Didyouseeyourdadlast

night?"

Me:"I'mokayandnoIdidn'tgo"Iwentandturnedby

thedoorwhenIsawZamaandMarcelthroughthe

windowmylittlebrotherhadgrownsomuch

Bella:"wellwecangoduringlunchthat'sifyouwant

togowithmeagain"

Me:"thankyouIdo"wesatdown

Bella:"bossisnotinagoodmoodtoday"

Me:"perfect!JustwhatIneed"



Bella:"sorry"Itouchedhercheekshepulledback

"Bandiledon't"

Me:"butIloveyouBella"

Bella:"youbelongtosomeoneelsepleasedon'truin

ourfriendshipbecausethat'sallIcanofferyou"

Me:"Iunderstand"Itrulydidshewasraisedwith

moralsandvaluesIthinkthat'soneofthereasons

thatIwassoinlovewithher

Bella:"thankyou"

Me:"let'swork"shesmiled"Iloveyousomuch"

Bella:"don't"

Me:"sorry"wegotonwithourworkIkepton

stealingglancesatherIlovedthewayshebither

penwhenthinkingaboutsomethingmyworkrang

"mrsAnderson"

Her:"come"shehungupIwenttoheroffice"close



thedoor"Ididandwenttositdown"Ihavetogoto

CapeTownnowIunderstandthatyourfatherisstill

notwellandthismightnotbeidealtimeforyouto

travelsoIwillleaveyouhereItrustyouandIsabella

canhandlethingsfortwoweeks"

Me:"yeswecan"andthankyousomuchfornot

takingmewithyou.Iwassotiredofthiswoman

sexuallyassaultingmethisonetimewewentto

Richardsbayforameetingandwehadtosleepover

shecameinmyhotelroomnakedwhenIwasinbed

sleepingbutIdidn'tdoanythingtoherIjustwentto

sleeponthecouch,Bellaistheonlythingthatis

keepingmefromfuckingherfortheloveofmeIjust

can'tdoanythingtohurtherIcan't

Her:"goodnowgetout"Idid

Bella:"so?"

Me:"justtellingmethatshe'sleavingandI'm not"



shesmiled

Bella:"soshe'snottakingyouwithher"

Me:"yeah"

Bella:"good"Ichuckled

Me:"gettingalittleterritorialaren'twe"sheblushed

hercheeksgettingallred

Bella:"don't"wecontinuedwithworkuntilitwas

lunchtimeweleftgoingtothehospitalfoundZama

thereIfeltliketurningbutIdidn'thaveanexcuseto

tellBellawegotin

Me:"hey"shestoodupIgaveherhugshejustcried

"heynowdon'tdothatdadisstrongmanhewill

comebacktoyou"

Zama:"ithurtsBandileitphysicallyhurts"

Me:"Iknowbutwestillonthepositiveside"she

pulledbackandwipedhertearslookingatBella



Zama:"hi"shesmiledweakly

Bella:"hiI'mIsabellasorryaboutyourhusband"

Zama:"thankyouI'mZama"

Bella:"hisstepmomIknow"Zamalookedatme

Me:"weworktogether"

Zama:"okay"Iwenttostandnexttodad

Me:"theyshavedhim"

Zama:"Sabelodidyesterday"

Me:"helooksgood"thedooropenedFezekaand

Bayandagotin

Bella:"woahyoutwoareoneandthesameperson"

wealllaughed

Bayanda:"whoisthisprettylady"fezekaclearedher

throatBayandaandIchuckled

Me:"that'sBella"



Baya:"theBella?Idon'tblameyoubroshe'snice"

Bella'scheeksturnedready"andsheblushestoo

fuckingperfect"

Me:"Bellathat'smycrazytwinbrotherBayandaand

hiswomanFezeka"

Fezeka:"nicetomeetyou"

Bella:"samehere"

Baya:"dadlooksgood"

Me:"uncleSabeloshavedhim"

Fezeka:"howyouholdingupZama"

Zama:"Ijustwanthimtowakeup"

Fezeka:"butareyoueatingyouneedtobestrongfor

thebaby"Zamawas5weekspregnant

Zama:"howcanBriandothistomehecan'tleave

meherewithourkidsbymyself"shestartedcrying

againFezekaheldher"hisbeingselfishFezekahe



can'tmakemepregnantthenleavemealreadywith

a2monthsoldbaby"

Fezeka:"it'sokaycryitoutit'sokaybuthewillcome

backtoyouhewillyouwillsee"

Zama:"Ijustwanthimtowakeup"

Me:"hewillZamayouwillseehehas4childrenthat

heneedstotakecareofhewillwakeup"shemoved

fromFezeka'sarms

Zama:"youright"weallsatquietlyforafewminutes

untilZamafartedweallcrackedupinlaughter

Me:"yerrrmaniZama"

Zama:"it'sthebaby"

Baya:"rightnowIwishIwasdadwhocan'tsmell

this"hewenttostandbythewindow

Zama:"Brianlikesmysmell"

Fezeka:"itdoesn'tevensmell"



Bella:"yesitdoesn't"

Zama:"Iloveyoufam"

Baya:"ncoohmommy!"Wealllaughedandhugged

Us:"weloveyoutoomom"

.
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Itwas7monthslatersomuchhadchangedyet

everythingwasstillthesame.Bayandawasadaddy

tothecutestbabyboyeverhewasaweekoldthey

namedhimMansonBrianJameshewasaweekold

we hadn'tmethim because Melissa was in

Mpumalangawhenshegavebirthandthechildwas

goingtostaywithBayanda'sgrandparentsbecause

Melissa's parents said theycan'ttake care of



MansonandwithBrianstillinacomaZamacouldn't

takehimin.

Lisa:"mommyhurry"shewasstandingbythedoor

Me:"I'mcoming"

Lisa:"daddyjustcalledagainhesaysyoulate!"She

wascallingBayandadaddyItookonelastlookat

myselfonthemirrorIwaswearingastraplessblack

lacebadgedressjustbelowthekneewithathighslit

andnudeplatformheelsmyweavetiedinamessy

bunitwasdatenight

Me:"yourdadisalwaysoverreacting"Itookmy

blackclutchbackandwalkedout"begoodforaunty

Annieokay"Anniewasherbabysitter

Lisa:"okaynowgo"

Me:"yousopushy"shegiggledileftgotinacarand

droveoffwewerehavingdinneratbertouaiparked

andgotoffitlookedclosedIwalkedcloserahost



metmebythedoorthewholeplacewasdimwitha

candlelightdinnerfortwoitwascompletelyempty

BayandawasstandingbythetableIwalkedcloser

Me:"whatisthis?"

Baya:"metryingtoberomantic"Igiggled

Me:"Isee"hepulledachairformeIsatdownsoft

musicwasplaying.Wefinishedeatingoverlight

conversation

Baya:"dancewithme"hepulledmeupwestarted

dancingslowly"rememberwehadourfirstdate

here"

Me:"Icouldneverforgetyoumademesohorny"he

laughedhischestvibratingonmycheek

Baya:"that'stheonlythinkyouremember!Iloveyou

FezekaIloveyouwithallmyheartactuallyyouare

myheartyoumylifeFezeka,youLisaandManson

aremylifeIwilldieprotectingyou3andensuring



thatyouallalwayshappyIwantustobeafamily"

Me:"whatareyousaying"hemovedfrom meand

wentononekneeIstartedshakinghetookouta

ringboxandopenedittheringlookedsoamazingit

wasapearcutwhitediamondring

Baya:"FezekaKaniwouldyoudomethehonorof

beingmrsBayandajameswillyoumarryme"I

nodded

Me:"yes"heslippeditonmyfingerthenstoodup

andwipedmytearsbeforekissingmesosoftly

.

#Zama
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Ilookedatmydaughterwithtearsrunningdownmy

eyesIhadgivenbirthyesterdaytomylittleangel.It



beenninemonthssinceBrianwasinacomaIthank

Godeverydayformysupportsystem becauseI

reallydon'tknowhowIwasgoingtogetthroughthis

yearIhadallthesupportIneededSabelowasin

chargeofthemoneyandMpilotookcareofBrian's

surgerybuteverythingwentthroughmefirstIthank

them ateverychanceIgetbecauseifitwasn'tfor

them handlingthehospitalbillwellactuallyall5of

hisfriendswerehandlingthehospitalbillitwastoo

expensiveIdon'tevenknowhowmuchallIknow

wasthatmedicalaidwasnotcoveringit.Marcelwas

10monthshewasgrowingtoomuchhecouldsit

andcrawlnowwhichwaskindafunnybecausehe

wassofathislittlesisterlookedjustlikehimwhich

meansbothmybabieslookedlikeBrian.Iwasstill

lostinmythoughtswhenthedooropenedMbaliand

Siyagotintheywereacouplenow

Siya:"there'smylittleniece"hetookhim



Mbali:"becarefulhowyouholdher"

Siya:"IcanholdababyMbaliyothando"

Me:"howiscomingwithmyson"

Mbali:"hisgrandparentstheyweredrivingbehindus"

asifoncueBrian'sparentsgotinwithMarcelhe

startedjumpingwhileonhisgrandparentsarmsI

tookhim

Me:"carefulMarcelyougoingtohurtmommy"he

snuggledclosetomewrappinghisarmsaroundmy

neck

Sethu:"howyoufeeling?"YeahshewasnicenowI

don'tknowwhyIguessBrianscaredusboth

Me:"I'mokay"

Zac:"haveyoueaten"

Me:"momanddadwentouttogetmefood"

Sethu:"how'smylittleAmelia"shetookthebaby



from SiyaInamedherAmeliaandBrian'smom

named herVuyolwethu so Amelia Vuyolwethu

James"Brianhastowakeupnowheneedstosee

hischildren"hertearsfelltriggeringmineI'vecried

somuchIshouldbeoutoftearsnowIdon'teven

knowhowmanagedtokeepAmeliainmeIhad3

miscarriagescaresNeehadidn'tevenknowwhatto

doanymoreIwaslostsomuchweightthatIwasa

size30Ilookedawfullikemybodywassmalland

mystomachwashuge.IwipedmytearsSiyakissed

myhead

Me:"allIwantisforhimtowakeup"

PART30UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#zama

*
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Brian:“don’tyoufuckingdarespeaklikeaboutmy

wifeinherhouseSabelo!Areyououtofyourfucking

mind?!”Ameliastartedcryingmydaughterhates

noiseIknockedandgotin

Me:“whatwrongAmelia”Itookherandshushedher

Brian:“sorryIspokealittleloudly”

Me:“it’sokaylove”Ibrushedhishairthenkissed

him shortly“Sihleissettingupinthegym Sabelo

shouldgonow”

Brian:“yesheshould”

Sabelo:“really?”

Brian:“leave”IlookedbetweenBrianlookedreally

angry

Sabelo:“coolbruI’llcallyou”hewalkedoutIput

AmeliaonthesidecotthenputMarcelinhiscot

theyhadfallenasleepIgotontopofBrian



Me:“what’swrong”

Brian:“areyoucheatingonme”

Me:“noI’mnotbutIdidmessup”

Brian:“getoffme”

Me:“letmetalk.IloveyouMonwabisiIloveyouso

muchmyheartliterallybeatsforyouIdon’tseemy

lifewithoutyouwithoutourchildrenwe’vesurvived

somuchsomanypeopletriedtobringusbutwegot

outstrongerandmoreinlovethanbefore,loveis

kindloveispatientbabyyou’vetaughtmethatyou

introducedmetothekindofloveIneverthought

existedbabyIloveyounowmorethanever.Youmy

lifeBrianmysoulandheart”hewipedmytears

“whenyouweregoneIprayed3timesadayIwent

tothehospitalinthemorningandatnightIwas

miserableIlostsomuchweightIalmostlostour

daughter3timeseveryonewantedmetogivethey



thoughtswitchingoffthemachinesiswhat’sbest

butItoldthemthatIknowthemanImarriedIknow

thathewouldshaketheearthformeIknowthathe

willcomebacktome”myvoicebrokeIbreathedin

andoutcoupleoftimes“IknowmyBrianheloves

mehewouldn’tjustleavemejustleaveourchildren,

Icriedeverydayandnightaskingthelordwhywas

hepunishinguslikethisaskingwhywouldhedothis

butthenmomtoldmeitoneofthoseteststhatwe

havetopassandwewillfindeachotherafterthe

darkness.IloveyouBrianbutIhavedoneyouwrong

IwasweakandfragileforthatonemomentIneeded

comfortIneededyoubutyouweren’tthereIdon’t

knowwhatIwasthinkingordoingIonlyrealized

afteritwasdoneandhewastheresayingallthe

rightwordstouchingmeinwaysthatmademefeel

things,thingsIshouldonlyfeelwithmyhusbandI

triedtellinghimtostopbuthekissedmethenIlost



myselfIshouldn’thavelethim havemelikethatI

am yourwifenomanshouldhavetoseemethat

weak”

Brian:“yousleptwithhim”Inoddedbutmycheek

gothotthesametimeheslappedmesohardIsaw

mylifeflashinginfrontofmeIgotoffhimfastmy

tearswouldn’tstopcomingout“leavemysight”

Me:“I’msorryBrianI’mreallysorryIshouldn’thave

yesIwasweakandfallingapartbutIshouldn’thave

sleptwithSabelo”hisfacegotredsametimehe

startedtakingeverythingclosetohimthrowingitat

me,atthatonemomentIthankedGodthathe

couldn’twalkotherwiseIwouldbelayinginapoolof

myownbloodI’veneverseenhim thatangryhis

neckveinswerepoppingour

Brian:“leave!!!!Getoutofmyhousenow!!!”Thekids

wokeupstartedscreamingItriedtakingAmeliabut



Briangrabbedmyt-shirtandthrewapunchatmeI

fellonthefloorIthinkthiswholenotbeingableto

walkthingwasatrueblessingatthatmoment

Me:“Brianplease”Istartedcryingloudlyalongwith

mykidsmam’sophiegotinfollowedbymymother

Mom:“what’sgoingon?!”Theytookthekids

Brian:“takethislosethingyoucalladaughteroutof

myhouse”Istoodupmomscreamedalittle

Mom:“youwillpayforthisBrian”shetookmyhand

andpulledmeoutweleftBrianscreamingand

cursingintheroom Ijustranupstairsandthrew

myselfonthecouchIcrieduntilIfellasleep.

Iwokeuplatermyeyecouldn’topenItoucheditand

itwasswollenIwenttothebathroomandletouta

softsobasIwasmyselfinthemirrormyeyewas

navyandswollenclosedontheothersidemycheek

wasredIdroppedtothefloorcurledupinfetus



positionandcriedloudlyIcouldn’tbelieveBriandid

thistomelikeIgetthatIfuckedupinamajorway

buttohitmelikethisIcrieduntilIranoutoftearsI

washedmyfacethenwenttothemedicalcabinet

applied some cream on my eye then went

downstairsIfoundmymomanddadinthelounge

Me:“daddy”

Dad:“ohZamagcinawhathaveyougottenyourself

into”hegavemeatighthugIjuststartedcrying“ssh

it’sokaywegoinghome”Ipulledbackfromthehug

Me:“whatyoumean?”

Mom:“weleavingwegoinghomeIwillnothavemy

daughterinsultedandbeatenup”

Me:“IwaswrongIw..”

Dad:“no!Donotjustifyhisactions”

Me:“I’mnotdadI’mjustsayingImessedupbigtime



yeshehadnorighttohitmenorightatallandhe

willpayforthisbutIamnotleavingthisismyhome

heismyhusbandIwillnotleavehimwhenheneeds

methemosthecan’twalk”

Mom:“there’sstaffhere”

Me:“mompleaseIamnotleaving”

Dad:“youareleavingZamagcinathatmeandoesnot

deserveyourloyalty”

Mom:“doyouwanttocomehomeinacoffin”

Me:“momyouexaggerating”

Dad:“Zamaletsjustgohome”

Me:“I’mnotleaving”

Mom:“youwanttostayheresohekillsyoufineby

mebutIamtakingmygrandchildrenwithme”

Me:“Ithinkthat’sagoodidealeavewithThembeka

illtellhertopack”



Mom:“alreadydid”Inodded

Dad:“Zamapleasecomehomewithus”

Me:“it’sWednesdayI’llcomeonFridayforthe

weekend”theynoddedIhelpedthempackthekid’s

thingsindad’scarIkissedmybabiesthenhugged

myparents

Dad:“IwishyouwerestillakidIcoulddragyou

homekickingandscreaming”Igiggled

Me:“I’msomeone’swife”Ihuggedmom

Mom:“pleaseleaveZamayoudeservebetter”I

nodded

Me:“heneedsmerightnow”theygotinthecarI

wavedastheydroveoffIwentbackinthehouse

mam’sophiehadwenttosleepshewasusingthe

poolhouseIwenttothekitchendishedupforBrian

thenwenttothebedroom downstairsIfoundhim

sittinginthedarkIswitchedonthelighthelookedat



mehisfacefilledwithregretbuthequicklycovered

itwithanger

Me:“Ibroughtyoudinner”Iputitonthebedside

thenturnedtowalkoutwhenIgottothedoorIfelt

theplatehittingmyheadbeforeitfelldownIlooked

athimhelookedawaymyhairwascoveredinmince

lasagnaandchickenstirfryIwenttotakeabroom

andadustpanwentbackstartedcleaning

Brian:“leaveit!!Justleaveitandleavemyfucking

house”

Me:“wemarriedincommunityofpropertyincase

you’veforgotteneverythingyouownismine”he

lookedatmeallpaleIwentoutthrewthedirtinthe

binIwentuptoourroomtookashowerwashingmy

hairmyfacewasitchyIgotoutdriedmyhairputon

mypjswentdownstairsdishedupformyselfIwent

toeatinfrontofthetvjustdwellinginmymisery.



.
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Iwokeupinthemorningnexttothemostbeautiful

personeverLordknowstheschemingIhadtodoin

orderforhertofinallyagreetosleepoverIhadto

takesomefileswithmehomethenIkeptcallingher

allnightaskingherforhelpuntilshegotirritatedand

saidImustcomepickherupwhenitwastimefor

metotakeherItoldherI’moutofpetrolsheknows

nothingaboutcarssoshebelievedmeItoldherthat

IcalledanuberafteranhourshewasfallingasleepI

convincedhertosleepoverafteranotherhourtrying

toconvinceherdadthatshe’sperfectlysafehe

shouldn’tdriveallthewaytopickherupatnightwe

wenttobedcuddleduntilwebothfellasleep.I



brushedherhairpushingitoffherfaceshelooked

soadorablewithherthinlipspoutingsheopened

hereyesandsmiled

Bella:“stopstaring”

Me:“youtoobeautiful”Itriedkissingherbutshe

pushedmeback

Bella:“morningbreath”Ichuckledquicklygotontop

ofher

Me:“youtoocute”Ikissedherdeeplyshemoaned

makingmymorningerectionworseIheldherbreast

massagingitshepushedmeoffImovedbackalittle

“what’swrong”

Bella:“I’mnotreadyBandileplease”

Me:“IknowbabyandIwon’trushwewillgoatyour

pace”

Bella:“youmeanthat?”



Me:“ofcos”

Bella:“youwon’tgogettingitfromsomewhereelse”

Me:“IwoulddothattoyouIloveyoutoomuchto

hurtyou”shenodded

Bella:“thankyouforunderstanding”Ikissedhershe

kissedmebackshewasgettingbetterinkissingjust

followingmyleadbeforebutnowshewasactually

kissingmebackIdon’tknow whyImeanIwas

Zama’sfirstboyfriendbutIdidn’tfeelthisprideand

joyIfeelknowingthatI’m Bella’sfirstboyfriendI’ll

beherfirstineverythingitexcitedmemademe

happyknowingnoboyhastouchedherordidthings

toherIpulledbackgaveherasoftpeckshesmiled

Bella:“wegoingtobelateforwork”

Me:“haveyouthoughtaboutwhatIsaid”

Bella:“IdoapplyBandilebutyouknowhowharditis

withoutconnection and being an assistantto



CharlizeisbestIcandorightnow I’m getting

experiencefromthebestpersonintheindustry”

Me:“butbabythisisthe3rdyearyouworkingfor

youdoingyourphdnowyoucangetanyjobyou

want”

Bella:“I’mapplyingnowpleaseleavethingsasthey

are”Ihatedthatshewasmorequalifiedthanmebut

shewasapersonalassistantwhileIwasajunior

financialadviser

Me:“I’llgospeaktomydadseeifhecan’t”

Bella:“ifit’sgoingtomakeyoufeelbetter”Igave

anothersoftpeck“nowlet’sgobeforeCharlizekills

meforbeinglateandIstillneedtogohomeandget

somethingtowear”

Me:“I’lldrivepastthemallgetyouanoutfityouwill

getinthetoilet”shegiggled

Bella:“that’ssoratchet”



Me:“whatdoyouknowaboutratchetthingswhite

girl”

Bella:“Iknow”Igotoffherpulledherlegshewas

wearingmyt-shirtitwentallthewayrevealingher

tinybody“bandileman!!!”Shetriedpushingitdown

Me:“what’swrong?”

Bella:“youknowIdon’tlikeyouseeingmybody”

Me:“wenotkidsBellaandweinarelationshipyou

can’thideyourbodyfrommewhichisfuckingsexy

bytheway”

Bella:“I’m justnotcomfortable Bandile please

respectmeonthis”Irolledmyeyes

Me:“youwillfindmeinthebathroom”Iwenttotake

ashowershedidn’tcomeuntilIwasdoneIwentout

thebathroom foundhersittingonthebedcryingI

wenttokneelnexttoher“hey”shelookedatmeI

wipedhertears“Ididn’tmeantoupsetyoulove”



Bella:“werushedintothis”

Me:“Bellapleasewedidn’trushintoanythingwe’ve

knowneachotherforoverayear”

Bella:“asfriendsnotloverswehadboundaries

beforenowweinarelationshipyouexpectthings

from methingsIdon’tthinkIcangiveyouI’m not

ready”

Me:“andIsaidI’m willingtowaitevenifit’sfora

yearormore”

Bella:“younotforcedtowait”Icuppedherface

kissedhershortly

Me:“I’msoinlovewithyouIcan’tevenseestraight

I’vewaitedalltheseyearsforyouI’llwaitfewmore

butIjustwantyoutobecomfortablearoundmeso

comfortablethatwecanspendthewholedaynaked

watchingtvandeatingicecream”shegiggled“I’m

stillyourfriendIsabellabecomfortablearoundme”



Bella:“okaymaybeIoverreactedalittle”Ikissedher

Me:“it’sokaynowgobathgrabat-shirtfrom the

closetI’llgetdressedinthemeantime”

Bella:“okaybaby”shegotoffthebedIwenttothe

closetlotionedgotdressedinnavyslimfitchinosa

navyshirttuckedinwithbrownshoesandbeltshe

gotinasIwastakingmycheckednavynblueblazer

wrappedinmytowelwhiletoweldryingherhair

Me:“hurrybabywegoingtobelate”

Bella:“lasttimeI’msleepingoverhere”

Me:“nowyoucrazywejustneedtohavesomeof

yourclotheshere”shequicklylotionedputonmyt-

shirtweleftdrovepasttheshopforheranoutfitshe

wenttogetdressedinthetoiletthengotout

Me:“JesusIneedtobuyyourclotheswithcolourI

meanIloveyouinyourblackbutdamnbaby!”She

blushesshewasjustwearingapeachtightfitting



dressthatstoodabovethekneeandnudeheels

Bella:“thankyou”Iheldherhandspanheraround

shegiggled“let’sgobeforeIgetfired”

Me:“youdon’thavetoworkbabyIcantakecareof

you,youcanbeahousewifetakecareofour

children”

Bella:“youmustbegoingcrazy”Ichuckled

Me:“let’sgo”weleftdroveofftowork“canyouhold

onuntillunch”

Bella:“whatyoumean”

Me:“forfoodweskippedbreakfast”

Bella:“I’lljustgetcoffeethenwaitforlunch”

Me:“orytbaby”wegottoworkIkissedher“Ilove

you”

Bella:“loveyoutoo”Igotoffmyfloorwhileshe

continuedgoinguptoherfloor



.

#zama

*

*

Iwokeupinthemorningmyheadwaspoundingand

myfacewaskakpainfulbutIhadatestthatIhad

hardlystudiedforbutIknewthatIwon’tfailandI

hatehavingtowritemarkuptestsIgotoffthebed

wenttomyroom Ihadsleptintheguestroom no

wayIwasgoingtobewithinreachclosetoBrian.I

wenttothebathroomtookaquickshowerIlotioned

mybody,appliedcreamonmyface,gotdressedin

NikeleggingandNikesweaterwithairmaxIworea

nygolfcapputonmyreflectorshadesIgrabmybag

andcarkeyswentdownstairsIfoundmam’sophie

cookingbreakfast

Her:“morningmychild”



Me:“morningmahhowareyou”

Her:“I’m okayandyou”shewalkedclosertome

tookoffmyshadesIwincedinpainalittle“Jesus

Zamathislooksbad”

Me:“itdoesn’thurt”Ilieditwasfuckingpainful

Her:“youdon’tdeservethisyourmotherwasright

youshouldhaveleftwithher”

Me:“Brianismyhusbandandhishurtheneedsnow

morethanever”shenoddedIputbackmyshades

shedishedupbreakfastItookBrian’stotheroomhe

wasupwatchingtvinfreshcleanclothes“morning”

hedidn’tsayanythingIputhisfoodonthebedside

“I’m goingtocampusIhaveatestinanhour”he

pushedthetrayithitmystomachthecoffeeburnt

meIscreamed

Brian:“Idon’twantanythingfromyouIwanttoleave

mysightleavemyhouseyoudisgustme”



Me:“pitybecauseyougoingtohavetolivewithme

likeIhavetolivewithmyselfIalsodisgustmyself

wemarriedBrianIamnotgoinganywhere”Iwalked

outwentupstairschangedmyleggingsintoanother

pairaftercleaningthemesshemadeIwenttothe

kitchendishedupforhimagainItookitbacktohim

Brian:“justfuckingtoyourboyfriendZamagcina!!!”

Me:“hisnotmyboyfriendImesseduponcenoweat

thisbloodyfoodsoyoucantakeyourmedicineand

goforyourtraining”

Brian:“justvoestekoutofmyfaceZama”

Me:“Iloveyou”

Brian:“I’mgoingtodivorceyou”

Me:“IguesswewillmeetincourtbecauseIwon’tbe

grantedyouthatdivorce”IwalkedoutwhenIgotin

mycarIcriedloudlyforagood10minutesthenI

composedmyselfthendrovetocampus.Iwrotemy



testthendrovetoMbali’sflatinnorthbeachIgot

thereknockedsheopenedwearingSiya’st-shirtand

uggs

Mbali:“babe!”Shehuggedmethenwegotin“thisis

anicesurprise”

Me:“ismybrotherhere”

Mbali:“noheleftinthemorning”wesatdownshe

waseatingfruitsaladwatchingtv

Me:“okay”

Mbali:“howwasthetest”

Me:“itwasokay”

Mbali:“what’swiththeshades”Itookthemoffshe

screamed“ohmyGodboowhathappened?Did

Briandothistoyou”sheaskedtryingtotouchitI

justcriednoddingsheheldmeuntilIfinishedcrying

Me:“ImessedupMbalireallybadly”



Mbali:“nomatterhowbadlyyoumesseduphehad

torighttolayhishandonyouIdon’tcarewhatyou

didevenifyouhadkilledthefuckingpresidentofthe

UnitedStatesheshouldn’thavedidthistoyouZama

donotmakeanexcuseforhim nomanshouldhit

you”

Me:“pleasedon’thatemeplease”

Mbali:“IloveyouZamayoumysister”

Me:“IwassostupidMbaliIwasn’teventhinkingby

thetimemybrainstartedfunctioningitwastoolate

I’msosorryMbalipleasedon’thateme”

Mbali:“what’sgoingonZama”

Me:“IsleptwithSabelo”sheletgoofmeandgotoff

thecouchshakingherhead

Mbali:“whichSabeloZamamyexSabelo!You

fuckedmyexZama?”



Me:“pleasedon’thateme”

Mbali:“thatsonofamotherlessgoatI’mgoingtokill

him!!Heknew how fragileyouwereyourwhole

worldwasfallingapartandhesaw thatasan

opportunitytotakeadvantageofyou”shewas

startedpacingupanddown

Me:“I’msorryMbali”

Mbali:“I’m notangryatyouZamaitshim thatI’m

pissedathisafuckingasshole!!Sabelohasalways

hadathingforyouZama,whydoyouthinkwebroke

up?Wellbesideshcheatinghealwayshadathing

foryouhewasalwayscomparingmetoyouasking

whycan’tIbelikeyou”shechuckled“youwerepart

ofourconversationsallthetimenotadaywentby

wherehedidn’taskaboutyouhealwayswasinlove

withyouIrealizeditlatewhenIheardhimandBrian

arguingaboutyouBrianknockedhim outwithone



punch”

Me:“Ididn’tknow”

Mbali:“Ijustcan’tbelievehetookitthisfar”shesat

backonthecouchwehugged“I’m sorryZamabut

I’m alittledisappointedthatyouallowedmyexto

sleepwithyouIloveyouthoughyoumysister”

PART29UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#zama

*

*

IwalkedinBrian’sroom pushingMarcelonhis

strollerIwastooweaktocarryhimIhadjustcame

outofthehospitallastweekweleftAmeliaathome

withmymomshewasvisitingjusttohelpoutitwas

alreadythefollowingyearMarcelwas1andAmelia



was3monthswhichmeansitbeen11monthssince

Brianwasinthecomathedoctorshadlosthope

theywerejustwaitingforhim tofinishayearthen

theywereturningthemachinesoffwhichiswhyI

wasinthehospitalaftertheytoldmethatIfaintedI

stayedinthehospitalfor3daysitwasamiraclethat

Ipassedmy3rdyearmyresultsweresobadbut

now Iwasdoingmyfinalyearthetwinswere

working.Ihadtocelebratemybabies1stChristmas

withouttheirdaddyand celebrate Marcel’s 1st

birthdaywithouthisdaddywellatleastthetwins

tookhimoutbecauseIwasinnostatetogoout.I

liftedMarcelupputhimonthebedhelaidonBrian’s

stomach

Marcel:“dada!Mama”

Me:“yesbabyitdaddy”IbrushedBrian’shairI

couldn’tevencryanymoreIhadranoutoftears“hey

babe”IkissedhiscoldlipsIalwaysmadesurethat



thenursesputvaselineonhislipssotheydon’t

crack“ImissyousomuchBrian,Marcelpoppedout

anothertoothlastweeksohehas8nowheisbiting

everythinghecangethishandsonevenpeoplewell

expectforAmeliaheissojealouswhenitcomesto

hislittlesisterhedoesn’twantanyonenearherhis

tryingtowalknowsohehaseveryonewalkingafter

himathome.Idon’tknowifBandilehastoldyouyet

butIheardhim talkingtoBayandahewantsto

divorceBethanyhissoinlovewithBellaI’venever

seenhim likethatoveragirlandtheynoteven

datingyetbuttheyloveeachothersomuchBella

doesn’twanttobewithhimbecausehismarriedshe

saysitnotright.AnywayMansonisgrowingso

muchBayandawantstosendlobolatoFezeka’s

familyZacgavehimaloanwellIdon’tthinkhewill

everpayitbackyouhavetowakeupBrianyoujust

havetoeveryonehaslosthopeevenIdon’tknow



anymore”thedooropenedandnurse

Her:“Zama”yeahIwasonfirstnamebaseswiththe

staff

Me:“heyZanelehowareyou”shewentonwithher

business

Her:“I’m okayandyou”ItookMarceloffBrianhe

reachedforhisbottleandstartedsucking

Me:“I’mokay,isyourdaughterwellnow?”

Her:“yesIgotherthatteethinggelyousuggested”

Me:“gooditwillmakehergumsnumb”

Her:“thankyou,andyouhowyoufeelingitniceto

seeyououtofthatbed”

Me:“I’mwellconsidering”

Her:“hewillpullthroughjustdon’tstopprayingfor

him”



Me:“Iwon’t”

Her:“good”Ismiled

Me:“I’llseeyoulaterbabyIhavetodropMarceloff

athomethengotocampus”Ikissedhim thenput

MarcelonhisstrollerIwalkedoutpushingmyson

peoplekeptstoppingusgreetingandplayingwith

MarceluntilwegottotheparkingIputMarcelinhis

sitputthestrollerinthebootthengotinanddrove

outIgothomeparkedrightbythedoorItookMarcel

walkedinfoundmom inthetvroom watchingtv

withAmelialayingnexttoher

Me:“hey”IputMarceldownandkissedAmelia

Mom:“howishe?”

Me:“stillthesame”shesighed

Mom:“hewillwakeup”

Me:“Ihopeso,Ihavetogoattendpleasetell



ThembekatofeedMarcel”

Mom:“youalsoneedtoeat”

Me:“I’llgrabsomethingfromthecafeoncampus”

Mom:“youwon’tIknowyou,ItoldSophietoputyour

breakfastintheovengotakeitandeat”

Me:“okay”Iwenttothekitchentookmybreakfast

thentookabottleofjuicefromthefridge“I’lleaton

mywayIdon’twannalate”

Mom:“youbetterfinishthatplateZamagcinayou

disappearinginfrontofmyeyes”

Me:“I’lleatmomdon’tworry”

Mom:“Idon’twanttoloseyouZamaplease”

Me:“youwilllosemeifBriandoesn’twakeup

becauseIwilldiealongwithme”

Mom:“don’ttalklikethat”shestartedcrying“you

havechildrennowZamaitnotjustaboutyouyou



havekidsthatyouneedtoliveforpleasedon’tspeak

likethat”

Me:“theyhaveyouanddadandSiya”

Mom:“Zamadon’t!”IwalkedoutgotinmycarI

droveofftocampuswhileeatingmyphonerangit

wasconnectedtotheBluetooth

Me:“yes”

Sabelo:“heyyougood?”

Me:“yeahyou?”

Sabelo:“metoo,whereyouoffto?”

Me:“campusIhaveclasses”

Sabelo:“weneedtomeetIneedyoutosignsome

formsforme”

Me:“whatforms?”

Sabelo:“housebills”



Me:“I’llcome to youroffice when I’m done

attending”

Sabelo:“bringmefood”Ichuckled

Me:“Ireallydon’tunderstandwhat’ssohardabout

buyingyourownfood!WhymustIalwaysbuyyou

food?”

Sabelo:“becauseyoulikefeedingme”

Me:“Ican’tevenfeedmyself”

Sabelo:“exactlyifyou bring me food we eat

together”

Me:“meat?”

Sabelo:“yepspurwithcoke”

Me:“okaybye”

Sabelo:“laterma’Mnguni”hehungupIgotto

campusattendedmy2classesIwenttoFezekashe

hadsentmeatexttocometoherwhenIwasin



classIknockedandwentin

Me:“heyhey”shestoodupwehugged

Fezeka:“areyougood”

Me:“yeahandyou”

Fezeka:“I’m welltoo”wesatdown“sawMarcelin

themorning?”

Me:“yepstillthesame”

Fezeka:“hewillwakeup”

Me:“I’mstartingtogiveup”

Fezeka:“don’trightnow youneedtoprayharder

thanbefore”

Me:“yeahsowhat’sup?”

Fezeka:“BayaandIbeenthinkingabouthavingan

engagementpartywewerewonderingifyoucould

letususethehouseyourhouse”



Me:“Ithoughtyouweregoingtohavethelobola

first”

Fezeka:“weareIjustwantthevenuetonotbeone

ofmyworries”

Me:“okayyoucanusthehouse”

Fezeka:“thankyousomuch!”

Me:“isthatall”shefrowned“Idon’tmeanitlikethat,

I’mjustaskingifthehouseistheonlythingyouneed

helpwith”

Fezeka:“yesIhaveeverythingelseundercontrol”

Me:“okaythenletmeleaveImissmychildren”

Fezeka:“kissthemforme”

Me:“willdo”IstoodupandleftIdrovepastspur

boughtSabelohismeatandmyburgerthendroveto

hisofficefortherewenttothereceptionist

Her:“MrsJames”



Me:“hiishein”

Her:“yeshiswithsomepeoplebuthesaidyou

shouldgostraighttohim”

Me:“okaythankyou”Iwentthereknockedthengot

inhewaswith3gentleman“hello”hesmiledthey

greetedback

Sabelo:“gentlemenexcuseusplease”theynodded

andleft“comesit”Iwentoverthecouchhejoined

me“Ismellribs”

Me:“yep”Itookthefoodoutoftheplastiche

openeditandtookhishekissedmycheekthensat

backstartedeating

Sabelo:“youalifesaver!”

Me:“youhaveaphoneright”helookedatme

confusedbutnodded“youknowyoucanorderin

theydeliver”helaughed



Sabelo:“mecallingyouisorderingin”Itookabiteof

myburger“itamazesmehow yourtinymouth

stretchesoutwheneating”Ichuckled

Me:“shutup”

Sabelo:“youafoodkiller”Ipushedhimlightly

Me:“everyonebackinthehousewoulddisagree”

Sabelo:“youjustneedme”helookedatmelong

untilIlookeddownheclearedhisthroat“Ineedto

goseethathusbandofyourstonight”

Me:“youwillfindmethere”

Sabelo:maybeifIshoothim hewillwakeup”I

laughed

Me:“don’tplaylikethat”wefinishedupeatingthen

movedtothedeskhegavemethepapersthatI

neededtosignIsignedthemthemthenstoodupso

didhe“wellletmegotomychildren”



Sabelo:“howaremyGodkids”hewalkedtowards

mestandinginfrontofme

Me:“theyokaygrowingwitheverydaythatpassesby

andmomistryingtomakeAmeliafat”hechuckled

Sabelo:“fatbabiesarecute,atleastMarcelislosing

allthatweightnow.Ishestillbitingeverything?”

Me:“yephebitmylegmycheeklastnightwewere

nappingandhewokemeupwithabite”welaughed

hecuppedmycheek

Sabelo:“itgoodtoseeyoulaugheZama”

Me:“theymakemelaughIthinktheytheonlyreason

Ihaven’tgivenup”welookedateachotherhewas

lookingdownatmethenextthingwekissinghe

liftedmeupandputmeonthecouchgettingontop

ofmeIstartedfeelingthingsIhaven’tfeltfor

monthsthingsthatonlyBrianusedtomakemefeel

heputhishandundermyt-shirtsqueezingmy



breastIletoutamoanwhichmadehim groanhe

tookoffmyt-shirtandthrewitonthefloormybra

followedthenmybreastwasinhismouthwhilehis

handswasbusypullingandpinchingmynippleof

theotherbreastIwasmoaningsoftlytheentiretime

untilhemoveddownleavingkissesonmystomach

hetookoffmyskirtalongwithmypantyandateme

uplikehislifedependedonitIcamewithaloud

scream helickedmecleanthencamebacktomy

facewekissedIcouldtastemyselfhetookoffhis

shirtthenstoodupliftingmeuphemademesiton

thedeskandtookoffhispantswhilekissingmehe

pulledadrawerIheardshufflingthenatearofthe

condom wrapheputitonthenwalkedusbackto

thecouchwherehegentlyenteredmeIcriedout

bitinghislipsandsinkingmynailsintohisskinwe

hadslowlongsexafterIcame2timeshefinally

camethencollapsedontopofmeIfellasleep



immediatelywithhimstillinmeandontopofme.

IwokeuplaterwhenIfeltsomeoneshakemeI

openedmyeyesitwasSabeloeventsofwhat

happenedearliercamefloodingbackIwasso

embarrassedIjustclosedmyeyesagain

Sabelo:“it’slateIwouldn’thavewokenyouupyou

lookedlikeyouneededtherestbutit’salmost

visitinghoursatthehospital”Isatupquicklyand

lookedarounditwaslateIwascoveredinathrow

Me:“Ineedtogetdressed”henodded“lookaway”

hechuckledandsteppedoutIquicklygotdressed

withtearsrunningdownmyfaceItookmyphone

andcarkeyswentouthewasstandingbythedoor

Sabelo:“youcrying…ShitZamadon’tcryokayI’m

sorryIshouldn’thavetakenadvantageofyoulike

thatjustthatIloveyouandyo..”

Me:“youdon’tlovemeandpleasecanweforgetthis



everhappeneditwasamistakeitshouldn’thave

happenedanditwillbeforgotten”

Sabelo:“Ican’tjustpretendlikeitneverhappenedI

loveyouZamaI’msoinlovewithyouitinsane”

Me:“ohGod!!JustgetoutofmywayIneedtogo

seemyhusband”hetriedcuppingmyfacebutI

smackedhishands“Sabelodammit!”

Sabelo:“it’slateI’lldrivewithyouthencatchanuber

backheretogetmycar”

Me:“nopleaseIneedtobealoneandthink”he

kissedmyhead

Sabelo:“letmegetmythingsI’lldrivebehindyou”he

wentintheofficeIranoffwenttomycaranddrove

offinaspeedIwascryingallthewaytothehospital

Ifeltsodisgustedwithmyselfmyhusbandisinthe

hospitalfightingforhislifeandI’moutherefucking

hisbestfriendwhoclaimstobeinlovewithmewe



havespentlotoftimetogetherespeciallywhenI

foundoutI’mpregnantbuthewascrazytothinkhis

inlovewithme.IgottothehospitalwipedmyfaceI

tookasipofthejuiceinmycarthengotoffIwentto

Brian’sroom whenIgottherehewasnolonger

connectedtoallthosemachineshejusthadtheiv

andtheoxygenmaskIpressedthebellforanurseit

didn’ttakelongPricillawasin

Her:“mrsJames”

Me:“what’shappeningtomyhusband”

Her:“it’samiraclethedoctorsnoticedbrainactivity

sotheyunpluggedhim,heisbreathingonhisown

wejustwaitingforhim towakeup”Iletoutasoft

sobthenjustthrewmyselfathimcrying

Me:“whydidn’tanywaycallme”

Her:“ithappenedfew hoursbackbuttheywere

supposedtocallyou,sorry”shewalkedoutIkissed



him

Me:“babyopenyoureyesformeplease”Ikissed

himagainbutthistimehekissedmebackIalmost

shatmyselfIpulledbackandlookedathimhiseyes

werestillclosedbuthewassmiling“Brian?”

Brian:“whyyouwhispering”Iscreamedjumpingup

thenursesrushedin

Me:“hespokehisup”theylookedatmeasifI’m

crazy“Brianopenyoureyesman!!!”

Brian:“Imissedyourvoice”everyonescreamedone

nurserrushedout

Me:“justopenyoureyesmyloveplease”

Brian:“you’vebeencryingIcantellI’m scaredmrs

jamesIdon’twanttoseeyourtears”Icriedeven

morethenstartedkissinghimalloverhisface

Me:“Imissyoureyes”thedoctorgotin



Doc:“someonetakeMrsJamesout”

Me:“I’llberightoutsideBrian”Iwalkedoutthenslid

downtothefloorusingthewallIjustcriednot

caringwhowaswatchingmeIjustcriedloudlymy

husbandwasfinallyupandherememberedme

whichiswhatterrifiedmethemostIthoughthe

wouldn’tremembermeorourlifetogether.Ifelt

handswrappingaroundmeIsmelthisscentbefore

seeinghim

Me:“hewokeuphisup”

Sabelo:“oh”

Me:“yes”heheldmetighterIjustcriednonstop

Sabelo:“theworstisover”

Me:“myhusbandwokeuphecameback”thedoor

openedandthenurseswalkedoutSabeloletgoof

me



Nurse:“youcangetin”shegiggled“hesayswash

yourfacefirsthedoesn’twanttoseeyourtears”I

giggledandstoodup

Sabelo:“Ican’tseehim rightnowI’llcomeinthe

morninggobewithhim”hewalkedawayandI

thankedGodIwentinhewasreallyuphewaseven

sittingup

Brian:“don’tyouwanttogreetyourhusband”Iranto

him andthrewmyselfathim weheldeachother

tightly“oohI’vemissedyouwitheverypassing

minute”

Me:“youcamebacktometoourchildren”

Brian:“Idid”heheldmyfaceandkissedmehardI

kissedhim backjusthandheliftedmeupmaking

mesitonhimIsighedirritablyIwantedtobecloserI

needed to be closerthe dooropened Iheard

screamsIpulledback



Bandile:“wellhisdefinitelyup!!!”

Bayanda:“daddy!”Theyrushedtousandhuggedus

welltheywantedtohugtheirdadbutIwasontopof

himwhentheypulledbackIgotoffthebed

Brian:“whoareyoutwo?”

Bayanda:“nicetrydadyouhadherontopofyouso

obviouslyyoudidn’tloseyourmemory”welaughed

Fezeka:“it’sgoodtoseeyouawakeMrJames”

Brian:“comehere”shedidsmilingtheyhugged“I’ve

beentellingyoutocallmeBrian,nowwhereismy

son?”

Bayanda:“anddaughter”

Brian:“daughter?”Helookedatme

Me:“somuchhashappened”

Brian:“Ileftyoupregnant”InoddedBandilewas

alreadyshowinghim picturesofAmelia“youwent



throughthepregnancyalone”hepulledmetohis

arms“I’msosorry”Istartedcryingalloveragain

Me:“Ialmostlosther3timesBrian3timesIbled”

Brian:“I’msososorrylove”hekissedmyhead“I’m

reallysorry”Ipulledback“forgivemeplease”

Me:“youforgiven”

Brian:“kidsI’vemissedyouallIreallydidbutIreally

needtocatchupwithmywifeactuallyweallneedto

catchupbutIneedtimealonewithZamajustfor

tonight”

Bandile:“youmeanyouwannasuckfaces”weall

laughed

Brian:“yesI’llseeyoukidsinthemorninghopefully

I’llbegoinghometomorrow Ineedtoseemy

babies”

Bayanda:“thedoctorsgaveyouaclearahead”he



clearedhisthroatlookingdown

Brian:“notreallybutIneedtospeaktoZamafirst”

wealllookedateachother

Bandile:“no.Telluswealsowanttoknowdadwe

yourfamilyremember”

Brian:“uhmIcan’tfeelmyfeet”

Me:“wha…whatdoyoumean?”

Brian:“I’mparalyzedfromthewaistdown”

Me:“ohGod”

Bayanda:“butyouhavetowalkyoujusthavetoyou

needtowalkAmeliadowntheisle”

Brian:“that’sabeautifulnamewhonamedher”

Bandile: “Zama did then ouma named her

Vuyolwethu”

Brian:“babe?”Iwipedmytears



Me:“therehastobeawayforyoutowalkI’llspeak

toyourdoctorIknow thesethingsIwon’tbea

physiotherapistwhohasahusbandthatdoesn’t

walk”Ishookmyhead“Ican’tIrefuse!!”

Brian:“I’llgoforphysiotherapybabeI’llbeokaythe

doctorispositivethatit’snotapermanentthing”

Bandile:“good!”

Brian:“comeherekid”hepulledmetohimandlifted

meupIsatonhim“youworrytoomuchI’mafighter

I’llgetoverthisIhavechildrenandgrandchildren

thatIneedtorunafter”hekissedme“don’tworryI’ll

be fine Imean I’m married to the nextbest

physiotherapistintheworldI’llbeokay”hepecked

mylips

Bandile:“speakingofgrandchildrenMelissagave

birth”

Me:“toMansonBrianJames”



Brian:“younamedhim afterme?Heevenhasmy

initials”

Bayanda:“figuredifyoudiewestillanotheranother

M.BJamesinthefamily”welaughed

Brian:“youreallylovemedon’tyoukid”

Bayanda:“I’mcool”

Brian:“IalmostdiedgoontellmeIwanttohearit”

Bayanda:“pa!”

Brian:“sayit”

Bayanda:“Iloveyou”welaughed

Brian:“Bandile”

Bandile:“Iloveyou”

Brian:“whatelsedidImisssinceyou3refuseto

leavemewithmywife”

Bayanda:“I’mgettingmarried”



Brian:“amazing!!Congratulationsandwelcometo

thefamilyFezeka”

Fezeka:“thankyou”

Bandile:“I’mgettingadivorce”

Brian:“what?!!!Areyououtofyourfuckingmind

Bandile?”

Me:“babedon’t”

Bandile:“Idon’tloveherwellIloveherasthemother

ofmychildbutthat’sitIlovesomeoneelseIwantto

bewiththatpersonshewon’tevenadmither

feelingsformebecauseI’m marriedbutwelove

eachsomucheveryonewhohasseenustogether

canfeelit”

Bayanda:“ittruedad”

Me:“itis”

Fezeka:“theyreallyloveeachotherhelooksatherin



awayI’veneverseenhimlookatBeth”

Brian:“thisisalltoomuchfornowwewilltalkwhen

I’mhome”

Bandile:“I’vemademydecisionandnooneisgoing

totalkmeoutofitIdon’teventhinkIwouldhave

marriedBethifitwasn’tforouma”

Brian:“Isee”Ilaidonhim puttingmyheadonhis

chest

Fezeka:“Idon’tthinkthedoctorswouldapproveof

thatcuddlingsession”

Brain:“fuckthedoctors”welaughed

Me:“Iwantyouhome”

Brian:“hopefullytomorrow”

Me:“I’mgonnahavethebedroomdownstairssetup

forus”

Brian:“wehaveabedroomwhyarewechangingit”



Me:“Idon’tthinkIcanliftyouupanddown”

Brian:“I’llmanage”

Me:“wemovingtothebedroom downstairsdon’t

questionme”

Brian:“yesma’am”thetwinschuckled

Me:“Iloveyou”

Brian:“Iloveyousomuchmore”westayeduntil

visitinghourswereoverweleftgoinghomeIneeded

thetwinstohelpmemoveourthingsfrom our

bedroomtothebedroomdownstairsitwasn’tasbig

itwasactuallyhalfthesizeofourbedroom sowe

movedthebedandthetvonlyandAmelia’ssidecot

afterthattheyleftIthrewmyselfonthecouchwitha

hugesmileonmyface

Mom:“I’m sohappyforyouandrelievedthatI’m

goingtogetmydaughterback”Igiggled



Me:“Ifeelalivemom likeeverythingmakessense

again”

Mom:“itstillgoingtobehardZama,Brianisaproud

mannowheisgoingtohavetodependonpeople

forsimplethingslikegettinginabathtuborgoingto

thetoilet”

Me:“I’llgotoCtmtomorrowandbuyhandlesforthe

toiletandthebathtubsohecanlifthimselfoffthe

wheelchairtousethem”

Mom:“itmorethanjustthathisgoingtowanttodo

thingsforhimselftotouchyouandmakeloveto

you”mymindflashedbacktoSabelomybodyjust

shiveredindisgustIreallyfuckedup“hisgoingto

frustratedZamagcinaandlashout”

Me:“I’llhandleitmom,thedoctorgavemealistof

private physiotherapistI’llbe interviewing them

tomorrow Iwantsomeonewhowillleaveinthe



house,BrianwillbefinehewillwalkagainI’llmake

sureofit.Butfornowifitmeanstakinghislashouts

thenIwillhismyhusbandthere’snothingIcando

butlovehimthroughitall”

Mom:“you’vereallygrown”

Me:“loveandlifeforcedme”

Mom:“true”

Me:“it’sbeenalongdayI’m goingtojoinmy

daughterinbed,Idon’tknowhowthisisgoingto

worksinceMarcel’sroomisupstairs”

Mom:“youwillhavetomovehiscottoyourroomas

wellwhenIleave”

Me:“there’snospaceinthatroomIguesswewillall

trytofitinitanywaygoodnight”

Mom:“goodnight”Istoodupkissedhercheekthen

wenttomynewroomIgottherejustasmyphone



stoppedringingitwassabeloItookmyclothesoff

forinbednakeditrangagain

Me:“hello”

Sabelo:“heyuhmIthoughtyoumightbeasleep”

Me:“nopeI’mstillupbutinbed”

Sabelo:“howishe”

Me:“govisithimyouwillsee”

Sabelo:“Ican’tfacehimafterwhatIdidtoyou”

Me:“hisyourbestfriendyouwillhavetojust

promisemesomething”

Sabelo:“yes”

Me:“thisstaysbetweenuspleasebecauseifhe

findsoutwewillbothlosehim”

Sabelo:“maybeitwouldn’tbesuchabadideaofhe

foundoutIloveyouZamaIwanttobewithyou”



Me:“ohgod,areyoucrazySabelo?!!Youknowhe

willforgivemebuthewillneverforgiveyouandI

thoughtyoucaredabouthim”

Sabelo:“notattheexpenseofmyhappiness”

Me:“I’lldenyeverything”

Sabelo:“Igotthebitemarksandyoubruisedmy

back”

Me:“doesn’tmeanitmine”

Sabelo:“allittakesisdoubt”

Me:“andyoureallycrazyifyouthinkI’llevenlookat

youafteryoudothat”

Sabelo:“justgivemeachanceletmeprovemyself

toyou”

Me:“nxayoucrazy”Ihungupandblockedhis

numberIpulledmydaughteroutofhercotmaking

hersleepnexttomeIbrushedherhair,Ireallydon’t



understandwhymychildren’shairwassosoftand

curlypluslongwhentheyjusthalfcolouredandhalf

black.

.

#bandile

*

*

ThiswasitImeantherewasnopointinholdingon

anymoreBethandIdriftedapartIlookedatheras

shelookedatthedivorcepapersandthesettlement

listitwasbasicthingsImeanwedidn’thavemoney

ourtrustfundswasallwehadandourapartment

whichIwantedhertohavebecauseofPenelope

Beth:“soyoureallydivorcingme”shechuckledin

disbelief“aftereverythingwe’vebeenthroughafter

theyearswe’vespenttogether,Idedicatedmylifeto

makingyouhappy”



Me:“I’msorryBethany”

Beth:“whoisshe?”

Me:“I’mnotcheatingonyouBeth”

Beth:“I’mnotafoolTuckeryouhaven’ttouchedme

inmonthsand youareneverhomeevenyour

daughterdoesn’tknowyouanymore”

Me:“that’snotfairBethI’magoodfathertopennyI

tuckherineverynightI’m thelastfaceshesees

beforesleepingIlovethatchildmorethanIlove

myself”

Beth:“it’sfineTuckerjustdon’tcomerunningback

tome”shesignedthepaperswellthatwaseasier

than Ithoughtitmightbe “Idon’twantthe

apartmentI’llmovebackhomeyoucangetpenny

wheneveryouwanthertovisititwedon’tneedto

haveitwrittendownasifweenemiesIloveyou

Tuckerbutwegrew apartIthoughtwecouldfix



thingsbutclearlywecan’tandthereareotherpeople

involvednow”

Me:“whatyoumeanotherpeople?”ShesmiledI

hatedthatsmileofhersbecauseitwasreal

Beth:“I’vebeenseeingsomeoneandI’m happy”I

didn’tevenhavetheenergytoreact

Me:“howlong?”

Beth:“just3months”

Me:“Ihopehedoesn’thurtyouIreallymeanthat

Bethany,meetingIsahasmademerealizehow

muchI’vehurtyouinthepastIreallyhopethisguy

continuesmakingyouhappy”

Beth:“soyouareseeingsomeone”

Me:“nowenottogethersherespectsyouandour

marriagesoshewouldn’tevengoonadatewithme”

Beth:“I’llcallthemoversthenI’llcomeforourthings



tomorrow”

Me:“youdon’thavetoleavenowBeth”shechuckled

Beth:“I’m notspendinganothernightinthatcold

bedwedon’tevencuddleanymore”

Me:“we’llcuddleandtalkIjustdon’twantbadblood

betweenusBethanywehaveachildtogether”

Beth:“there’snobadbloodTuckerI’vespentmostof

mygrownupyearswithyouwecouldneverhave

badblood”shestoodupandcametositonme“I’ll

alwaysloveyou”

Me:“sowillI”wekisseddeeplyforthefirsttimein

over5monthsshepulledbackandgavemeasoft

peck

Beth:“I’lljustpackafewthingsforPennyandIthen

I’llcomebacktomorrowwiththemovers”

Me:“okayjustdomeonefavor”



Beth:“yes”

Me:“Idon’twantyourboyfriendsaroundmychild”

Beth:“ofcosIalsodon’twantwhateverhoeyou

fuckingaroundmykid”

Me:“deal”wekissedagainthenshegotoffmeand

wenttotalktothenannyItookthepaperssigned

them aswellthenlefttodropthem offatthe

lawyer’soffice.

.

#zama

*

*

Itwasjust5dayssinceBrianhadbeenoutofthe

hospitalaweeksincehewokeupfromthecomahe

wasbeingpositiveaboutwalkingagainwehadalive

inphysiotherapistworkingwithhim3timesaday,I



wassohappyIcouldn’tstopsmilingbutthatsmile

diedtheminuteIopenedthedoorandSabelowas

standingthere

Sabelo:“hey”hegavemeahugbutIdidn’thughim

back“tothinkofhowyoucouldn’tgetmecloserto

youthatdaybutnowyoucan’teventouchme”he

whisperedbeforepullingback

Me:“canIhelpyou”

Sabelo:“I’mheretoseetheMr”Imovedasidehegot

in“youlookgood”

Me:“Brianisinthebedroomwiththekid”

Sabelo:“shot”hewenttowardsthebedroomIwent

tothekitchentookthekidsbottlesthentookthem

tothebedroom Ameliawassleepingontopofher

dadwhileMarcelwaswatchingtvsittingbetween

hislegs

Me:“I’llbestudyingupstairsbabycallmeifyouneed



anything”

Brian:“okaylove”Ikissedhim

Me:“Sabelocan’tstayyouhavetraininginanhour”

Sabelo:“youchasingmeoutofyourhouse”Brian

laughed

Me:“yes”IkissedmybabiesthenwentoutIgotto

ourroomsatonthecouchandjustcriedittookone

stupidmomentofweaknesswiththewrongperson

tofuckupmymarriageIcrieduntilIhadhiccups

thenIwenttothebathroomwashedmyfacedrank

somewaterIwalkedbackoutstarteddoingmy

project.Afterabout30minutesIfelthungrysoI

wenttothekitchenthenwenttothebedroomtoask

Brianifheneededasnackbeforeitwaslunchtime

thedoorwasslightlyopenIcouldhearthemtalking

Sabelo:“butdoesitstillgethard?”

Brian:“itdoesmanitgetshardeverytimewekissor



Iseehernakedbutshewon’tletusmakelove,I

thinkIdisgusthernow ormaybeitbecauseshe

knowsIcan’treallymovesoshewillhavetodoall

thework”

Sabelo:“sowhatdoesshedowhenyoutrytoinitiate

sex”

Brian:“there’salwaysastupidexcusethisshitis

messingupwithmyegoIjustdon’tknowwhatdo

anymorebruImissmywifeImissdoingthingswith

herbutthisshit!!”Hesoundedsofrustratedandhe

didn’tdisgustmeidisgustedmyselfIwasscaredif

wemakelovehewillfeelthatIsleptwithsabelo

Sabelo:“maybethere’ssomeoneelse”

Brian:“whatdoyoumean”

Sabelo:“Ithinkshe’sfuckingsomeoneelse”

Brian:“nomanZamalovesmeshewouldn’tdothat

tome”



Sabelo:“youweregoneforalongtimeBrianandyou

knowhowgirlslikeZamaaretheyneedsecuritythey

wanttobetakencareoffnottheotherwayaround”

PART31UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Snenhlanhla>>>>>fewmonthsback

*

*

Isatonthecarpetinmyclosetlookingatmyselfin

themirroritwasNewYear’sEvemygirlsmanaged

togetmetoagreetogoingoutwiththem tothis

partyinBalitoIdon’tknowhowOlwethuscoredan

invitebutshedid.Ihadtakenabathlotioneddidmy

makeuptiedmyweaveintoamessybunallofthatI

didwithpleasurebutnowcamethehardpartwhich

wasfindingsomethingtowear,mybodywasn’t

exactlywhatyoucallsexyoridealIwasfatbutmy



mom preferredsayingI’m chubbyitsoundsless

meanwhenyoucallagirlchubbyinsteadoffatI

don’tknowwhybutthewordfatisassociatedwith

somethinguglysomethingthatthesocietydoesn’t

approveonnotthatIblamethesocietyImeanwith

mediaweareremindedeverydayofhowawoman

shouldlooksoeverymanouttherewantthatsize28

or32ifheprefersalittlehipsandass.I’masize40

inskirtsanddressesbutI’ma44injeanswhichis

whyIdon’tliketowearjeans,IhaveDcupsbreasts

andmystomachisfarfrombeingflatitevendivided

into2onthesidesbutonethingIloveaboutmy

bodyisthatyouwon’tevenfindasingleblackspot

mybodyisflawlesslyclearwellunlessI’m onmy

periodsthenI’llgetafewpimplesbutbythetimeI’m

donemyskinisbacktonormal.Idon’tworknotthat

Idon’thaveaqualificationbecauseIdoIhavea

mastersintownplanningIjustdon’tliketoworkmy



parentstakecareofmeI’mtheonlydaughterofMr

MikeChangmydadownChangpropertiessohehas

buildingsalloverAfricaevenafewmallsinBeijing

andmymom FanelesibongeChangisahousewife

DadisfromNorthKoreaandmomisblackI’m24oh

onemorethingI’m adoptedIhaveabigbrother

Christianwebothadopteddadisnotfertile.

Iwasstillstaringatmyselfinthemirrorwhenmy

phonerangIwenttotakeitontopofthebeditwas

Olwethucalling

Me:“yes”

Olwethu:“weatthegatesecuritywon’tletusin”

Me:“givehimthephone”Iheardshuffle

Security:“MsChang”

Me:“yespleaseletthemin”

Security:“yesma’ammyapologies”



Me:“thankyou”Idroppedthecaquicklywenttothe

closetItookarobeputitonthenwentdownstairsI

openedthedoorthenstoodoutwatchingOlwethu

driveupinheroverlyusedpicantosheparkedthey

gotoffcametomewehugged

Olwethu:“GodSneyoustillnotdressed”

Me:“getin”theygotin

Princess:“whymustwealwayshavetowaitonyou”

Me:“I’m okaywithsittinginfrontofmytvIcould

skypewithmymom”

Olwethu:“youknowshedon’tmeanitlikethat.Why

areyounotdressed?”

Me:“can’tfindanythingtowear”

Princess:“yourclosetisbiggerthanmy2bedroom

flat”theypulledmyhandwewentupIwatchedthem

shaking theirasses Iloved my friends butI



sometimeshatedthattheyskinnywithcurvesinall

therightplacesIhatedhavingtogooutwiththem

morebecausetheyalwaysworerevealingthingslike

tonightPrincesswasinsuchashortdressI’msure

ifshebentoveryoucouldseeherbuttcheeksand

Olwethuwasinbumshortsandcroptop

Me:“Ireallydon’tthinkIwanttogoanymore”

Olwethu:“don’tstartwithme”

Me:“Ihaveaheadache”shepulledoutablack

jumpsuitthatIhadneverworebeforemymomhad

boughtitformewhenshewentshoppinginBeverly

heels

Olwethu:“500dollars!!!”Itstillhadapricetag

Me:“IthinkitGucciorsomethingIhaven’tnoticed”

Olwethu:“IwishIwasyoursizeIcouldstealall

theseclothes”shealwayssaidthisbutshedidn’t

meanitwhywouldshewanttostopbeingasize28



andbemysize

Me:“momiscomingtovisitsoonI’lltellhertobuy

youoneinyoursize”

Olwethu:“floralorwhiteplease”

Princess:“Snepleasegetdresseditalready21:40”

Me:“okay”Imovedfrom thewallwalkedallover

lookingforsomethingtowear20minuteslaterIhad

settledinaofftheshoulderblacklacebadgedress

abovethekneewithmaroonanklestrapheelIputon

myspandextightsunderneathtoholdeverythingin

placeandmakemystomachalittleflatteritdidits

magicIactuallylookedlikeIhaveaflatstomach

thenIputonmydressmyshoesfollowedItookmy

maroon sling bag everything in myclosetwas

designer.Wewentdowntothegaragegotinmy

RangeRoversportIdroveoff

Me:“pleasesetup thedirectionson thegps”



olwethudidIdroveuntilIgottothisbeautifulbeach

house,myhousewasn’tbigitwasjustanormal

doublestoryhousewith5ensuitebedrooms,lounge,

entertainmentarea,kitchen,dinningarea,gymthatI

hardlyuse,theater,tvroomand4garages

Olwethu:“thisisamazing”

Princess:“ifIdon’tgetarichguytonightIjustdon’t

know”

Me:“thoughtweheretohavefun”

Olwethu:“andsearchforrichboyfriends!Doyou

knowhowloadedtheownerofthishouseishimand

5ofhisfriendsI’vedonemyresearch”theygotoff

leavingmeuncomfortableIhatedbeingaround

crowdsIdon’tevenknow how Iendedupbeing

friendswiththesetwoPrincesswavedformetoget

offIdidthenlockedthecarwewenttothebackit

waspackeditdidn’tlooklikeanormalbraaitome



eventhoughIcouldseesomeguysbraaingatafar

endtherewerewaitressesgoingaroundserving

drinksandfingerfood,therewasabarandadj

Princess:“wesogoingtohavefun!”Wewalked

towardsthebarbutoutofnowherethisguycameto

standinfrontofushewassogorgeoustalldarkand

fuckingwellbuiltIcouldseehismusclesunderthe

shirthewaswearinghehadashortfade

Him:“hey”Ididn’trespondbecauseIwasusedto

guysbeingallovermyfriendsIwastheonewho

getsignoredeasilytheonlytimeaguyespeciallya

hotguywouldtalktomeisifhistryingtobefriend

mesoIcanhelphimgetoneofmyfriends

Olwethu:“hey”shegavehersluttysmile

Him:“I’m Vuyani”OlwethuandPrincessshareda

smileIwasjuststaringaheadIneededadrink

Olwethu:“I’mOlwethuthesearemyfriendsSneand



Princess”

Vuyani:“soyourfriendsdon’ttalk”

Princess:“wedo”myphonerangItookitoutofmy

phoneitwasmom

Me:“mommy”Imoved from them butVuyani

followedmeIlookedbackatmyfriendstheywere

frowning

Mom:“Alexiayoudidn’tcall”Icallhomeeverynight

otherwisemyparentsthisonetimeIdidn’tcalland

myphonewasoffwhenIwokeupthenextdayI

founddadinthekitchenmakingbreakfastmom

madethemtakethejettoSA

Me:“mom I’m fineI’llcallinmorning”shesighed

sadly

Mom:“okaybabyIloveyou”

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”Idroppedthecall



Vuyani:“mama’sbabyhhu”IstartedsweatingIhave

thisthingofsweatingwhenItalktoaguyIfind

attractive

Me:“no”

Vuyani:“whydon’tyouandyourfriendsjoinmy

friendsandI”

Me:“canIaskmyfriendsfirst”henoddedIasked

thegirlstheysaidcoolsowewalkedovertothis

placethathadcouchesandchairswithasmalltable

infront

Vuyani:“disappear”therewasagroupof3guysand

5girls

Guy1:“youheardhimmove”the4girlsstoodupand

leftlookingallsadIfeltpityIimmediatelyfound

Vuyaniunattractivethere’snothingIhatemorethan

arudeguy

Vuyani:“thisisSne,OlwethuandPrincess”we



waved “thesearemyfriendsEthan,Mpilo and

LusandawithhiswomanLani”

Us:“hi”

Vuyani:“comesitSne”hepulledmetoacouchwe

wenttositOlwethuandPrincessalreadyfound

seatsnexttoMpiloandEthan“whatwouldyoulike

todrink”

Me:“champagneisfine”hewavedoverawaitress

whileItookmyphonetextedOlwethuthatIam

leavingshereadhertextandimmediatelyreplied

Olwethu:“younotgoinganywherestopbeingstuck

upman!ThisisVuyanitheownerofthehousethis

arehisrichfriendssomeofusneedthis”Ilookedat

herwithmytearswantingtofillmyeyesshewas

busylookingandgigglingatwhateverMpilowas

sayingVuyanigavemeaglassofchampagnejust

beforeanotherwaitresscamewith6bottlesofmoet



silverand3bottlesofremy,2ofHennessyand1of

belvederealongwithwatericeandlemonadeplus

glassesanotherbroughtameatplatter

Vuyani:“soSne”hesatonthecouchfacingmewith

hisarmoverwhereIwassitting

Me:“soVuyani”hesmiledrevealinghisonedimple

Vuyani:“youbeautiful”Ilookedawayfromhim

Me:“thankyou”heheldmychinmakingmelookat

him

Vuyani:“don’trunfromme”Inodded“Iloveseeing

youreyes”

Me:“Isee”

Vuyani:“what’syoursurnameIdon’twanttobe

hittingonmylittlesister”Ismiledsodidhe

Me:“Ididn’tknowyouwerehittingonme”

Vuyani:“that’sbecauseIhaven’tstarted”



Me:“Chang”

Vuyani:“hhu?”Helookedsoconfuseditmademe

giggle

Me:“mysurnameitsChang”

Vuyani:“likeChinaChang”

Me:“yeah”

Vuyani:“woah!”Ismiled“SneChang”Inodded“it

soundedweird”

Me:“itis”

Vuyani:“soyoujustcameherewithyourfriends?”I

nodded“I’dliketotakeyouhomeinthemorning”

Me:“Idrovehere”hesmiledhisdimplemademe

sweatalloveragain“actuallyIneedtogetgoingI

don’tfeelwell”Ineededtobeawayfrom thisman

beforeIembarrassmyself

Vuyani:“pleasedon’tgo”hewasfrowning“tellme



what’swrongIcanfindmedicationforyou”

Me:“Ijustfeeldizy”

Vuyani:“thenyoucertainlycan’tdrivebutyoucanlay

downinmyroom”nofuckingway!!!

Me:“noI’llbefine”hegavemeabottleofwater

Vuyani:“let’strygivingthealcoholabreak”Idrank

thewateranditcooledmeoff

Me:“thankyou”

Vuyani:“Idon’twanttoseeyougo”

Me:“whynot”

Vuyani:“IlovelookingatyouSneyouhavegottobe

themostbeautifulwomanIhaveevermet”Ilooked

aroundthisplacewasfilledwithbeautifulsexy

womansowhywashelyingtome,heheldmychin

“don’t.Donotcompareyourselftoanyonehere

becauseyouareyouthere’sonlyoneyouandIfind



youabsolutelyattractive”

Me:“Ireallyneedtogo”Istooduptookmybaghe

alsostoodstop

Vuyani:“pleasedon’tgo”

Me:“I’m sorry”everyonestoppedtalkingtheywere

lookingatusIwalkedawayasfastasIcouldIheard

LusandasayinghemustrunaftermethenIheard

footstepsrunningaftermeItriedwalkingfastbuthe

caughtup

Vuyani:“whatdidIdoSne”

Me:“nothingIjustneedtobeathomeI’msorry”

Vuyani:“pleasedon’tdothispleaseI’mbeggingyou”

wegottomycarIunlockeditIwasabouttoopen

mydoorbutheheldmyhand“pleasedon’tgo”

Me:“I’msorry”henodded

Vuyani:“canIatleasthaveyournumberortake



minethenyoucantextmewhenyougethomeIjust

wanttoknowthatyouarrivedsafely”

Me:“I’lltextOlwethu”Igotinthecardroveoff

leavinghim standingthere.Don’taskmewhatjust

happenedbecauseIdon’tknowwhyIfreakedout.I

gottomyestatethesecurityopenedthegateIdrove

inthisiswhatIlovedaboutthisplaceitwassecure

youalwaysfoundsecurityguardswalkingaroundI

parkedinthegarageitclosedaftermeIgotout

wentinthehousethroughthekitchenItookabottle

ofwaterandsomeleftoverribsIhadyesterday

wentuptomyroom Iwentstraighttothecloset

tookoffmyclothesmystomachfinallyfoundspace

tobreatheIwipedthemakeupoffmyfacewentto

bedIatewhilewatchinganepisodeofPrettylittle

LiarsafteritfinishedIdozedoff.

.



Iwokeupinthemorningtomyphoneringingnon

stopitwasOlwethuIanswered

Me:“hey”

Olwethu:“youbitch!!”Shesoundedsojollyitmade

melaugh

Me:“guessyougotsome”

Olwethu:“3times!!IthinkI’m inloveMpiloisso

amazing”

Me:“whereareyou”

Olwethu:“inhishouseinhisroomonhisbednaked”

shegiggled

Me:“nice”

Olwethu:“anywaygetdressedwegoingtoYadini

pleasemeetustherearound4”Ilookedatthewatch

itwas13:05

Me:“okay”



Olwethu:“youknowthatyoutotallyruinedtheparty

forVuyani”

Me:“Ididn’tIjustleft”

Olwethu:“wellafteryoulefthedidn’tevenstayhe

tookabottleofHennessyandwenttohisroom”

Me:“that’snotmyproblem”

Olwethu:“mmhI’llseeyouatmlazibye”shedropped

thecallIwenttothebathroom washedmyface

brushed myteeth Iwentto theclosetgotin

sweatpantsandatanktopIlovesleepingnaked.I

tookthetakeawayandthebottlewenttothrowitin

thebininthekitchenthenstartedmakingmyself

breakfastwhilehavingcoffeethedoorbellrangI

wenttoopenonlytogettheshockofmylifewhenI

sawhimstandingtherelookingevenmoregorgeous

Me:“howdidyoufindmyhouseorevengetthrough

thegate”



Vuyani:“Ihavemyway,canIgetin?”Heasked

alreadygettinginiclosedthedoor“whatyoudidlast

nightwasshittyandunnecessary!”

Me:“youwillnotyellatmeinmyowndamnhouse”

Vuyani:“yousofrustrating!!!”Hewalkedfurtherin

thehouse

Me:“whereyougoing?!”Ifollowedafterhim “you

can’tjustdothat”

Vuyani:“whydidn’tyoutext”wewerenowstanding

inthekitchenhewasdrinkingwater

Me:“Iforgot,whatisittoyou?”

Vuyani:“Iwasfuckingworried”

Me:“Iamnothingtoyounowleavemyhousebefore

Icallsecurity”hewalkedclosertomeIbackeduphe

keptcominguntilmybackwasonthewall

Vuyani:“youreallybeautifulevenwithyourhairall



messedupandinregularclothes”hewasstaring

downatmetoweringoverme

Me:“VuyanipleaseIneedspacetobreath”hegot

evencloserIswallowedsalivaoutofnowherehe

landedhislipsonmineandkissedmesoftlyIkissed

him hislipswerecoldandtastedlikemintheheld

mylovehandlesbringingourbodiesevencloserI

had myarmswrapped around hisneckIwas

standingonmytoesitfeltsogoodIdidn’twantitto

stopIhaven’tbeenkissedlikethatsincemyfirst

yearinvarsity.Wekissedforalongtimewhenhe

pulledbackIkeptmyeyesclosed

Vuyani:“IloveyouSnenhlanhlaAlexiaChang”I

openedmyeyesinshockhewaslookingdownat

mewithhiseyesallsmallandred

Me:“howdoyouknowmyfullname”

Vuyani:“youwouldbeamazedwhatyoucanfind



onlinewhenyoufallinlove”

Me:“youdon’tknowmeyoucan’tloveme”

Vuyani:“Iloveyou”hekissedmeagainonlythistime

withheat

.
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IwokeupinthemorningnexttomyfutureIwasso

inloveitwasoozingoffmyskinitwasFridaymy

familywascomingfortheengagementparty,the

lobolawaspaidlastweekSaturdayitwasfullypaid

sowewerehavingtheengagementpartytomorrow

atZama’shouse

Bayanda:“stopstaringIknowI’mhot”Igiggledand

kissedhisforeheadheopenedhiseyes“I’mnotLisa



comeher”hepulledmetohim makingmegiggle

louderheshutmeupwithaslowkisswhichleadto

apowerfulmorningglory

Me:“there’ssomuchtodo”hepushedmyhairback

kissedmyforehead

Bayanda:“youhaveaplanner”

Me:“Iknowbutthere’sstillalottodo”

Bayanda:“accommodationissetforeveryone”

Me:“yeahZamaofferedtogiveeveryonerooms”

Bayanda;“sheisworryingmeyouknow”

Me:“theystillfighting”ZamaandBrianwerenot

talkingtoeachitbeen3monthssinceBriangotout

ofthehospitalhewasusingcrushesnownotthe

wheelchairthingswerejustweirdinthathousebut

atleastthekidswerebacknow theyhadbeen

stayingwithZama’sparentsthelasttwomonths



Bayanda:“itwouldbebetteriftheywereactually

fightingbutitliketheyroommateseveryonedoes

theirownthing”

Me:“theygoingtobefinetheyloveeachother”

Bayanda:“Ijustdon’tthinkmydadwouldsurviveif

Zamalefthim”

Me;“I’lltalktoZamabutIdon’tthinkshewillopen

up”

Bayanda:“Iloveyou”heheldmetightersomeone

knocked“thatshouldbeLisa”hegavemehist-shirt

Iputitonwhileheworehispjpantshewentout

whileImadethebedopenedthewindowsIwentout

foundthemmakingbreakfastinthekitchen

Me:“morningbaby”Ikissedherhead

Lisa:“morningmom”

Me:“whatareguysmaking”



Lisa:“cheese omelette,grillersand bacon with

toast”

Me:“yum”

Bayanda:“pleasepluginthecoffeebabe”

Me:“okay”Idid

Lisa:“grandmaiscomingtoday”

Me:“yes”

Lisa:“yougoingtoseemyunclesdaddy”

Bayanda:“yesIam”

Me:“SiviandLuyoloarecomingtomorrowwithmy

cousinsonlytheeldersarecomingtoday”

Bayanda:“thoughteveryonewascomingtoday”

Me:“Ican’texpectZamatoaccommodatelotof

peoplethewholeweekendandtheengagement

partyisatnight”



Bayanda:“ifyousaysobutIknowZamawouldn’t

havemindedorwecouldhavejustbookedthewhole

guesthouseFezekaactuallywhydon’tyoutellme

thing”heturnedtolookatme“whymustyouwait

untillastminuteorjustmakedecisionsonyourself

withouttalkingtome”

Me:“I’msorry”

Bayanda:“whatever”he wentback to making

breakfastitwasawkwardlysilentLisawasjust

singingalongtothesongthatwasplayingonthetv

aftermakingbreakfastweateinfrontofthetv

BayandawaspissedIdon’tknowwhat’swrongwith

himhewasjustmoodythesedayseverythinghadto

gohiswayorhewouldsnap.AftereatingIcleaned

theflatwhiletheywereonthebalconyIfinished

cleaningcalledthemin

Bayanda:“Itoldyoutostopusingthissoaptomop



thefloorfezeka!!”

Me:“don’tyellinfrontofLisa”

Bayanda:“doyoueverjustdoasyoutold”he

stormedtothebedroom LisaandIlookedateach

other

Me:“what’swrongwithyourdad”sheshruggedher

shoulders“doesitsmellbadinhere”

Lisa:“itsmellsnormalmom Idon’tknow what’s

wrongwithdad.Canigobathnow?”Inoddedshe

wenttoherroomIfollowedBayandatoourroomI

foundhim cryingonthebedIgotonthebedknelt

behindhimIwrappedmyarmsaroundhim

Me:“what’swrongwithyoubaby”

Bayanda:“allIaskedisthatyouputmyfeelinginto

considerationIspecificallyaskedyoutonotusethat

soapanymoreitsmellsbadbutyoudon’tlistenyou

neverlistenFezeka”hesniffed“likeonWednesdayI



askedyoutonotputlotofoilwhenmakingthe

minceforthelasagnabutyoudid,doyouthinkit

nicethrowingup?”

Me:“I’msorryloveI’lluseadifferentsoapfromnow

onandI’lluselessoilwhencooking”

Bayanda:“maybeyoucouldtryusingoliveoilinstead

ofcanola”

Me:“okaybaby”Ikissedhisneck

Bayanda:“thankyouandI’msorryIyelledinfrontof

Lisa”heturned“canyoumakelovetomenow”I

giggled

Me:“comeon”helaidonthebedIgotontopofhim

Bayanda:“Iloveyouokay”

Me:“okay”Iwipedhistears“Iloveyousomuch”I

startedkissinghim

.



#zama
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IwokeupSaturdaymorningBrianwasstaringatme

wehadtosleeptogetherbecausewehadpeople

overandwedidn’treallywantpeopleinourbusiness

especiallyhis familyratherthan thatwe were

sleepingindifferentroomshewasusingtheguest

room Iwasusingourroom hestillhadn’tforgiven

meandIwasfedupwithaskingforhisforgivenessI

wasalsoangrythathehitme.Igotoffthebedwent

tothebathroomIbrushedmyteethwashedmyface

thengotoutItookmyuggsfrom thefloorwore

themthenwentoutIwenttothenurserycheckedon

mybabiestheyweresogrownMarcelwaswalking

andsayingafew senselesswordsbutheknew

mama,dad,food,nenethosewerehisfavoritewords.



Ilookedatthem justbrushingtheirhairtheywere

stillasleepsoIwentdownstairsfoundhismomand

mam’sophiemakingbreakfast

Me:“morning”theygreetedbackBrian’sparentshad

cameyesterdayalongwithFezeka’sparentsand

aunt

Sethu:“isBrianstillasleep?”

Me:“nohisupwatchingtv”

Sethu:“doesheseemokaytoyouIkeptgettingthis

weirdvibefromhim”

Me:“hehasbeenthroughalotitgoingtotakesome

timeforhimtobebacktotheusualBrian”

Sethu:“yourightI’mprobablybeingamomagain”I

chuckled

Me:“probably”shelaughed

Sethu:“waituntilAmeliaandMarcelgrowupyouwill



feelwhatI’mfeeling”

Me:“Ihopenot”Ipouredmyselfacupofcoffeeas

Fezeka’smomgotin

Anga:“morning”wegreetedherback

Me:“wouldyoulikecoffeemah”

Anga:“please”Ipouredacupforher“canIhelpout”

Sethu:“nowefine”Anganoddedandsatonthehigh

chairnexttomeBriangotinwalkingwithhis

crushes“Brianyoushouldn’tbewalkingaroundyou

needtorestyourlegs”

Brian:“I’mfinemomandwalkingisgoodforme”he

kissedmycheekIgavehim afakesmilethiswas

thefirsttimeheactuallyputhislipsonanypartof

mybodyfor2months3weeks4daysyesIwas

counting

Sethu:“atleastsitdown”hedid“howyoufeeling?”



Brian:“I’mokaymom,canIgetcoffeeZama?”Igot

offthechairpouredhimhiscoffeeIgaveittohim

thenwentupIfoundJaneManson’snannycoming

outoftheroomshewasusingwithMansonItook

himBayanda’sbabywastooadorableIplayedwith

himalittlebeforegoingtomyroomItookabathgot

outputonshortsandatanktopwithflipflopsItied

myweaveintoaponytailwentouttheclosetBrian

wassittingonthebed

Brian:“Zama”

Me:“yeah”

Brian:“whyareyoustillhere”

Me:“youwantmetoleaveyourhouse?I’llleaveget

yourlawyertosendmethedivorcepapers.Justgive

meachancetofindanapartmentbigenoughforme

andthekidsorIcansendthemtomyparents”

Brian:“that’snotwh…”Iwalkedoutwhilehewas



talkingIwasactuallytiredofBrianifhedidn’twant

meanymorefuckhim lifedoesn’trevolvearound

him “Zama!!!”Iwantedtoscream fuckyoubutI

didn’tIwenttothenurserymybabieswereup

ThembekawasfeedingAmeliawhileMarcelwas

walkingaroundtheroompushinghisbugtoy

Me:“morningbabies”

Marcel:“mama”hewalkedtomeItookhim

Me:“hellomama’sboylet’sgofeedyou”

Marcel:“food”hesmiledlookingmorelikehisfather

thenever

Me:“I’llfeedMarcel,Thembeka”

Her:“okaysisi”Iwentdownstairseveryonewasup

eatingbreakfastinthedinningroom Itookhis

mashedpotatoesandpeaswarmedit,puthiminhis

highchairthenstartedfeedinghim “heyyou”I

turneditwasBandileIjustsmiled



Bandile:“youlookgood”hewalkedclosertomewith

asmile

PART32UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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Me:“I’m goodandyou”hekissedmyheadand

kissedMarcel’scheek

Bandile:“I’mgoodisBayandahereyet”Briangotin

“heydad”theyhugged

Brian:“son”

Bandile:“mom isabouttolandwiththegirlsI’m

goingtopickthemup”

Brian:“okay,whenisthisthingstarting”



Bandile:“Ithinkaround18:00,rightZama?”

Me:“yep”

Bandile:“I’llbeback”hekissedMarcelandwalked

out

Me:“youshouldsitdownyouputtingtoomuch

strainonyourself”hesatdown

Brian:“I’msorryIhityou”

Me:“mmh”

Brian:“I’m sosorryI’vehatedmyselffrom the

minuteithappenedIcanassureyouthatitwillnever

happenagain”

Me:“yourightbecausewedivorcing”

Brian:“that’snotwhatImeantZamagcinaIloveyou

andyouknowthatyoumylifeIcouldneversurvive

withoutyoubutyoureallyhurtIknewSabelohada

thingforyoubutItrustedyoumorethanItrusted



himsoIknewyounothingwouldhappenthenitdidI

wasreallyhurt”Ilookedupathimhelookedsotorn

“Idon’tknowhowtofixthishowtomoveonfrom

thisZamaI’veneverbeenthishurtbeforeIcan’t

handlebutIalsoknowthatIcan’tloseyouorour

children”

Me:“I’m sososorryBrainnoamountofsorries

couldevertellyouhowsorryIambutIsweartoyou

itwasonceIwasineverybadspaceandhewas

alwaysaround,hadIknownwhatkindofapersonhe

isIwouldhavekeptawaybutIcanpromiseyouthat

itwouldneverhappenagainandIwillregretitfor

therestofmylife.Iam disgustedwithmyselfI’m

notthattype ofa person Idon’tknow what

happenedthatdaybutitwillneverhappenagainthe

factthathethoughthecouldtrysomethingwithme

meansitalsomyfaultmaybeIwastoofriendlyandI

gavehim thewrongimpression.I’m reallysorry



Brian”

Brian:“comehere”IputMarcel’sdishdownwalked

tomewithmykneesallwobblyheopenedhisarmsI

threwmyselfinthemheheldmetightlyIjuststarted

crying“I’msorryZama”hekissedmyheadIlooked

upathim“IloveyouokayIloveyousomuch”

Me:“Iloveyou”hepressedhislipsonmineand

breathedoutwekissedIpressedmybodyonhishe

grabbedmyassbringingmeevencloserwekissed

deeplywitheverypassingminuteIfelthisdick

gettingharderandharderpressingonmystomach

heliftedmeupIsatonhimstartedrubbingmyself

onhim hekeptgroaningsomeoneclearedtheir

throatIjumpedoffBrain

Sethu:“ithoughtyoutwohadabedroom”

Anga:“I’llcarryonfeedinglittleMarcel”

Brian:“let’scontinuethistalkinourroom”Ilookedat



himdisbelief“don’tlookatmelikethat”Ijustshook

myheadwalkedoutIwantedtogooutbutthenI

rememberedhowitbeenoverayearsincewemade

lovesoIranupstairstoourroom straighttothe

closetItookoffmyclothesputonthistinyredlace

numberwithheelsIwasfixingmyhairwhenhe

calledoutformeIsprayedsomefragrancyleftmy

weavelosethengotoutIfoundhim sittingonthe

bedheopenedhismouthwhenhesawme

Brian:“wow!!!Imeanfuckbabe”

Me:“youlike?”

Brian:“Ilove”Iturnedaroundtwerkedalittlecausing

himtochuckle“fuckI’vemissedyou”Igiggledand

catwalkedtothebed

Me:“wantalapdance”

Brian:“Idon’tthinkIcanholdonanylonger”he

pulledmetothebestfastandgotontopofmeI



wasjustgiggling

Me:“yougoingtohurtyourself”

Brian:“Idon’tcare,I’vemissedyou”Imovedunder

himgettingcomfortable

Me:“notasmuchasI’vemissedyou”Ikissedhimhe

kissedmedeeperhishandgoingundermythonghe

startedplayingwithmyclitImoaned

Brian:“Zama”hestartedkissingmyneckbitingit

softly

Me:“mmh”

Brian:“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iloooooov..”Heslidinafinger

Brian:“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iloveyou”

Afteranhourandahalfofhotsweatyslowlove



makingwecuddlednaked

Brian:“Ididn’trealizeImissedbeinginyouthis

much”

Me:“isthattheonlythingyoumissed”hesmiledand

kissedmebetweenmyeyes

Brian:“IthinkImissedhavingyouinmyarmsmore

thananything”isnuggledcloser

Me:“doyoufeelfineIaskedyoutonotmovethat

much”

Brian:“I’m fineI’llstopusingthesestupidsticks

sooneverythingwillbebacktonormal”Ikissedhis

chest

Me:“you’vebeensostrongBrianIdidn’tthinkyou

couldbewalkingthissoon”

Brian:“youwouldbesurprisedhowmuchangercan

pushyou”



Me:“I’msorry”

Brian:“itwasn’tbecauseofyouandIdon’twantto

talkaboutthisIjustwishIwasmyselfagain”

Me:“youwillbe”

Brian:“iwannagoagain”Iopenedmyeyeswidely

Me:“wehavepeoplehereandthere’sapartygoing

oninafewhours”

Brian:“fuckthemall”

Me:“includingyourmother”welaughed

Brian:“Iseeyouwantthatwomantokillus”Itried

movingfromhimbutheheldmetighter“a.adon’t”

Someoneknocked thencalled myname“that’s

Mbali?”

Me:“yeahletgocheckonher”Igotoffthebedwore

Brian’st-shirtthenwenttothedoorIopenedshe

wasstandingtherewithahugegrinonherface



Mbali:“IthoughtBrian’smomwasjokingwhenshe

saidyouupherewithBrian”

Me:“wellyeah”

Mbali:“youtwoaregoodnow”

Me:“yep”

Mbali:“great!Itaboutdang time.Anywaywas

thinkingyouwanttogotothesalonsowecanfix

ourhairandlookallprettyforthepartylateron”

Me:“IwenttothesalononWednesdaywithyou”

Mbali:“yeahbutIjusthadadrypermdonenowitall

fuckedup”

Me:“a.aI’m notgoingBrianandIneedsomeus

time”shefrowned

Mbali:“Iwasgoingtobuyyoulunch”

Me:“yougotpaid”shenoddedwithasmile



Mbali:“yesterdayGodIhatemyworkbutIlovepay

day”

Me:“thoughtyousavingforacar”

Mbali:“doesn’tmeanIcan’ttreatmysisterand

myself”

Me:“later”

Mbali:“fine!TellBrianIsaidhi,I’llgokissmybabies

thenleaveI’m usingyourbrother’scar”shekissed

mycheekthenwalkedawayIclosedthedoorwent

backtobed

Me:“Mbalisayshi”

Brian:“IheardnowcanIgetanotherround”Igiggled

gotontopofhim

.
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Iwaswaitingattheairportformom andmylittle

sistersIsawthem comingoutElisacamerunning

whentheysawIpickedherupspanherarounda

littlethenkissedherforehead

Elisa:“missedyouTucker”

Me:“Imissedyoutokid”IpullLesleyinforahug

Lesley:“heybigbrother”Ikissedherhead

Me:“littlesis”shegiggled

Mom:“youlosingweightTucker”wehugged

Me:“I’m gainingmuscles”Ikissedhercheek“let’s

go”wewenttothecarIputElisadownloadedtheir

bagsintheboot

Mom:“soyourbrotheristoobusytocomemeetus

here”

Me:“somethinglikethat”weallgotinthecarIdrove



off“doItakeyouguysstraighttothehoteloryou

wanttograblunchfirst”

Elisa:“lunchplease”

Mom:“wewillorderatthehoteljusttakeusthere

Tucker”

Elisa:“Idon’twanttogotothehotelmahIwantto

gowithTucker”

Lesley:“yeahmetooplusIwanttoseePenny”

Me:“youwillseePennytomorrow”

Lesley:“whytomorrow?”

Me:“becausehermomwon’tbebringinghertothe

party”

Lesley:“okay”

Me:“sowedropmomoffatthehotelthenyoutwo

gettochillwithmebeforegettingreadyforthe

party”



Elisa:“yeah!!”

Mom:“okay”wedroppedmomoffatthehotelthen

droveofftospurforlunch

Lesley;“momsaidyounotwithBethanymore”

Me:“whydoesmom talkaboutmybusinesswith

you”sheshruggedhershoulders

Lesley:“IjustaskedifIcouldvisityouandBethshe

saidIcan’tbecauseyoutwobrokeup”

Me:“oh”

Elisa:“LesleyalsobrokeupwithTom”

Lesley:“Elisa!”

Me:“youhaveaboyfriendnow”

Lesley:“Idid”

Me:“that’snotcoolstayawayfromboystheygoing

tobreakyourheart”



Lesley:“okay”

Me:“I’mnotjokingLesley!!”

Lesley:“IhearyouTuckergeesepleasekeepyour

voicedown”

Elisa:“Tucker”

Me:“mmh”shesmiled

Elisa:“Iloveyou”Ikissedherhead

Me:“IloveyoutoolittlekidIloveyouboth”they

smiledwefinishedeatingIwenttopickupBella

fromherhomeIgotoutofthecarwhenshecameto

theparkinglotlookingabsolutelyhotinawhite

dressjustbelowtheknowthatshowedeverylittle

curveshehad

Me:“baby”wehuggedIliftedheroffthegrounda

littleshegiggledwekissedshortly“I’vemissedyou”

Bella:“yousawmelastnight”



Me:“Istillmissedyou”wekissedagain“youlook

beautiful”

Bella:“thankyouloveyoulookashandsomeas

ever”wekissedagain

Me:“let’sgomom isalreadycallingshewantsthe

girlstogofreshenup”

Bella:“okay”wegotinthecar

Me:“girlsthisisIsabellamygirlfriend,babethese

aremylittlesisterElisaandLesley”

Girls:“hey”

Bella:“hey”Idroveoff

Elisa:“areyouthereasonwhyTuckerbrokeupwith

Beth”

Me:“Elisa!!”

Lesley:“Elisathat’swrong”



Elisa:“Ijustwanttoknow”

Me:“it’snoneofyoubusinessandnoshe’snotthe

reason”

Elisa:“okay.She’spretty”

Bella:“thankyou,youalsopretty”

Elisa:“IknowIgotbeautifuleyestoo”welaughed

shewasrightthoughhereyeswerebigandbluewe

gottothehotelweallwentup

Elisa:“mah!!”Shecameoutoftheroom

Mom:“don’tscream,gogetdressed”theywentto

theroom

Me:“mom thisisIsabellamywoman,babethisis

mymomElizabethVanWryly”

Bella:“nicemeetingyouma’am”

Mom:“yousuremoveonquicklyTuckerorwereyou

fuckingherwhilemarriedtoBethany”



Me:“reallymom?!Bellaisnotthattypeofagirlyeah

sureIfellinlovewithherwhilemarriedtoBethbut

nothinghappenedbetweenusupuntilthedivorce

was finalized and I don’t owe anyone any

explanationsnowyoubetterwatchhowyoutalkto

heroryouandIaregoingtohaveproblems”

Mom:“don’tspeaktomelikethat”

Me:“alreadydidnowareweclearonhowyoutalkto

her”

Bella:“Tuckerdon’t”

Me:“areweclearElizabeth”

Mom:“you’velostyourdangmindTuckerJames

andIwilltellyourfather”

Me:“mom okayIshouldn’thavehavegottenangry

butIloveherlikeI’veneverlovedanyonebefore

she’sdifferentformeIdon’twantanyonecomingat

herlikethat”



Mom:“okay”shewentintheroom

Bella:“youshouldn’thavespokentoyourmomlike

that”

Me:“Iknow”Iheldherface“Ijustdon’twantpeople

thinkingbadthingsaboutithurtsme”

Bella:“peoplearegoing to havetheiropinions

Bandilejustdon’tpayanyattentiontothem”

Me:“youseewhyyoudrivemecrazy”Ikissedher

deeplyforalongtimeuntilthegirlsstartedgigglingI

pulledback

Mom:“wecango”weallleftdrivingtomyfather’s

house“yourfatherisstilllivingwiththatwoman”

Me:“she’shiswifetheyhavechildren”

Mom:“hecoulddobetterthanthatblackgirl”

Me:“youdounderstandthatBayandaandIarenot

whiteright”



Mom:“your’llhavemorewhitebloodinyourveins

thanblack”

Me:“stillnotwhite”

Lesley:“youreallyshouldnotlookdownonother

racesmom”

Me:“youtellherLesley”

Mom:“mxm”IjustshookmyheadIgetthatmomis

beautifulbutIreallydon’tknowwhatdadeversawin

her.IgothomesecurityguardopenedthegateI

droveinpulledupthedrivewaypeoplehadstarted

arriving

.
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BrianandIspentthewholedayinbedmakinglove



makingupforlosttimeweignoredeveryonepeople

hadalreadystartedarrivingIwasstandingbythe

wallwatchingaspeoplewalkedaroundthebackyard

whereeverythingwashappeningtherewereround

tablesallaroundwithstaffservingpeopleandadj,

flyinglightsthepoolwasalsocoveredinlightsand

flowerpetals.Brainstoodbehindmesnakedhisarm

aroundmywaist

Brian:“youokaybaby”

Me:“weneverhadourengagementpartyyougot

shot”hekissedmyneck

Brian:“wewillhavebabyalongwithourweddingyou

canstartplanningagainjustgivemeatimeframe

becauseIwanttobewaitingforyouwithnosticks”

Me:“westillgoingtohaveourwedding?”

Brian:“ofcos baby you deserve yourfairytale

wedding”



Me:“youshouldn’tstandforlonglet’sgositdown”

Brian:“okay”wewenttobed

Me:“weshouldgetreadybabe,BayandaandFezeka

wouldneverforgiveusifwedon’tshowup”

Brian:“okaylet’sbath”

Me:“I’llfillupthetub”

Brian:“okay”Iwenttothebathroom filledupthe

bathtubwithwaterandfoam

Me:“babycomeon”Igotinthewaterafterafew

minuteshegotinbehindme

Brian:“thisfeelsgood”

Me:“sogood”wedidn’tstaylonginthewateran

hourlaterweweredoneIwaswearingawideleg3

quarterfloralstraplessjumpsuitwithaVlineand

blackplatform heelsmyweaveleftlosewewent

downstairs



Me:“Ineedtofindmybabies”

Brian:“youwillfindmeoutside”

Me:“okay”hekissedmycheekIwenttolookformy

kidsIranintoBrian’smom“uhmwhere’sMarceland

Amelia”

Sethu:“youfinallyoutofthatroom,thekidsarein

theguesthousewithmam’sophieandThembeka”

Me:“okaythankyou”Iwentouttoguesthouse

knockedThembekaopenedIgotin“Icametocheck

onmybabies”

Mam’sophie:“theyokay”MarcelandMansonwere

playingontheplaymateAmeliawaslayingonthe

cushionnexttothem

Me:“theysleepingheretonight?”

Her:“yes”

Me:“okay”Ikissedthem goodnighttellingthem I



lovethem thenleftIfoundBriansittingaroundthe

tablewithElizabethisatnexttohimshelookedat

meupanddowninabitchyway

Brian:“youfoundthembabe”

Me:“yestheysleepingintheguesthouse”

Brian:“that’sprobablyagoodidea”

Me:“yes”

Elizabeth:“asIwasseeingBrianitwouldbeagood

idea”

Brian:“theboysarenotkidsthat’snotnecessary”

Her:“youdidn’thearhowTuckerspoketome”

Brian:“youmusthavesaidsomethingmean.Look

theyoldletthem maketheirowndecisionsand

mistakes”

Her:“wouldyoubesayingthesameifitwereher

kids”



Brian:“herkidsarejustbabies”Iwavedovera

waitressgotaglassofchampagneformyselfand

juiceforBrian

Her:“soIshouldn’tworryaboutmysons?”

Me:“youshouldgoseethembeforetheyfallasleep

Ameliaalreadylookssleepy”

Her:“can’tyouseewestilltalking”

Me:“Brian?”

Brian:“I’llgobaby”hestoodupandslowlywalkedto

theguesthouse

Her:“youandBrianwon’tlast”

Me:“okay”shewalkedawayshakingherflatassI

justlaughed

Sethu:“youhandledthatprettywell”shesatnextto

me

Me:“Ididn’thandleanything”welaughed



Sethu:“yeahsure!Sowheredidyousendmyson

too”

Me:“tocheckonhiskids”shenodded

Sethu:“youtwoneedtogivemeatleast3more

grandkids”

Me:“youhavesomanygrandkidsalready”

Sethu:“I’mgettingoldZamaandZacissick”

Me:“whatdoyoumeanhisZac”hertearsdropped

butshequicklywipedthem

Sethu:“wehaven’ttoldanyonesowewilltalk

tomorrowBrianiscomingover”Iturnedandsaw

himcomingourway

Me:“okaybutIhopeit’snotbad”Itouchedherhand

inreassuranceshesmiledBriangottoushesat

downlookingtired

Sethu:“Itoldyoutorestbutnoyouwantedto



continuewithaconversationinyourroom”

Brian:“momplease”shelaughedandleftusalone

Me:“IthinkIshouldgogetyourchairBrianyou’ve

donelotofmovingtodayifyoukeeppushing

yourselfyouwillbesetback”

Brian:“I’m finebaby”hekissedmycheekImoved

mychaircloserthenputmyarmsaroundhisneck

gavehimalongslowkiss

Me:“Iloveyou”

Brian:“Iloveyoumore”wekissedagain

.

#fezeka

*

IwaswokenupbyBayandathrowingupinthe

bathroom Iwenttocheckonhim hehadhishead

overthetoiletseatbusythrowingup.Itwasfew



weeksaftertheengagementpartyitwentamazingly

Iwasreallyhappyaboutit,itwas3weeksbeforethe

weddingeverythingwasplannedwewerehavinga

beachweddingBrian’sfriendVuyaniwasgoingtolet

ususehishousesinceitsabeachhousethe

ceremonywasgoingtobeatthebeachthenwe

weregoingtohavethereceptioninhisyardwewere

onlyhavingawhiteweddingsinceBayanda’sfamily

didn’tdoanyculturalthings.

Me:“youreallyshouldseeadoctorBayaI’mgetting

worried”

Baya:“I’mfine!!”Hewalkedovertothesinkbrushed

histeeth

Me:“I’m gonnamakeyouherbaltea”Iwalkedout

madehimtheteathentookittohim

Baya:“what’swrongwithmebaby”Ibrushedhis

back



Me:“yougoingtobefineokaywegoingtogotothe

Gptoday,I’llcallandsetupanappointment”he

noddedIkissedhischeek“drinkyouteaI’llmakethe

call”Itookmyphonemadeanappointmentthen

calledababysitterforLisa

Baya:“doyoumindmakingmebreakfast”

Me:“sure,doyouwant?”

Baya:“justgrilledcheesesandwichandaglassof

milk”

Me:“okaybabytakeabathsolong”

Baya:“okay”IwentoutfoundLisawatchingtv

Me:“morningLisa”

Lisa:“morningmom”

Me:“I’mmakinggrilledcheesedoyouwantone”

Lisa:“yesplease”Imadethesandwichesweatein

frontofthetvthenIwenttobathgotoutputona



simpleblacklongsleevetightfittingmaxidressand

whitesandalstiedmybraidsintoatophalfbun

Me:“let’sgoBaya”

Baya:“begoodLisa”

Lisa:“I’m alwaysgooddaddy”hekissedherhead

“don’tforgetmyburger”

Baya:“okay”weleftIdrovewhilebayandawasbusy

onhisphonesmilingapartgotalittlejealousbutI

didn’twanttostartanargumentwegottothedoctor

waitedalittlethenitwasourturnwegotingreeted

andsatdown

Doc:“sohowcanIhelpyoutoday”Itoldhimwhat’s

goingonBayandashecheckedhimout“seemsfine

tomebutIwillgiveyousomeantibioticstoclean

youout”

Baya:“soI’m justthrowingup,havingdizzyspells

andheadachesfornoreason”



Doc:“Icoulddrawsomebloodhavethemtestedout

toseeify..”Shestoppedtalkinglookedatusin

amusement“wait,msKaniwhenlastdidyouget

yourperiods”

Me:“I’mnotpregnantI’monapill”

Doc:“therewasneveratimewhereyouforgotit”

Me:“Ididbutthatwaslikemonthsbackanditwas

justonce”

Doc:“that’sallittakespleasegopeeforme”

Me:“areyouseriousrightnow”

Baya:“justdoitbabe”Itooktheglassirritablewent

tothetoiletIpeedthenwentbacktothemshestuck

tostickinthere

Doc:“pinkmeanspregnant”bothstickswerepink

Me:“Ican’tbepregnantMansonisstillatoddler”

Doc:“letsdoanultrasound”



Baya:“please”hesmiledsheleadusovertothebed

IpulledupmydressshedidherthingandIsawthe

littleblipinthescreenthentheheartbeatcameon

loudandfast

Doc:“woah”

Baya:“istheresomethingwrongwiththebaby”

Doc:“thebabieslookhealth”

Me:“babies?”

Doc:“yep!Youhavingtwins”Bayandasatonthe

floorstartedcryingwebothlookedathim

Me:“Baya?”Heshookhishead

Baya:“itoverwhelming”

Me:“I’msorry”

Baya:“noI’m happybabeidon’tknowwhyam I

cryingitjustwon’tstop”thedoctorlaughed



Doc:“thisisgoingtobethelongest7monthsever

youwillseemyhusbandwasthesame”

Baya:“Idon’tunderstand”

Doc:“lookslikeyoupickedupthehormonesitrare

butithappens”

Baya:“fuckthissucks”welaughedhestoodupI

wipedhistears

Me:“sorrybabe”hekissedmyforehead

Baya:“wehavingbabiesbaby”Ismiled

Me:“yesweare”

Doc:“you11weeks”

Me:“thankyou”Bayawipedthegelofmystomach

Doc:“doyouhaveanob”

Me:“yes”

Doc:“goodthenyoucansetupyourfollow up



appointment with him but I’llgive you the

prescriptionforthevitaminsandsomepillsthatwill

helphimwiththemorningsickness”

Us:“thankyou”shewrotedownaprescription

Baya:“isitsafetohavesex”Ihithisarm

Me:“Baya!”Thedoctorlaughed

Doc:“itperfectlynormal”

Baya:“justthatI’mbiglikereallybignotnormalbigI

don’twanttohurtmybabies”

Me:“ohGod!”Iwantedtohidebuthereallywasbig

Doc:“uhm”hercheeksturnedred

Me:“don’tanswerthat”Istooduppulledhimup

Baya:“wewillnotbehavingsexFezekaifshe

doesn’tanswerme”Ijustsighedindefeat

Doc:“youcanhavesexitwon’tharm them”he



smiled

Baya:“thankyou”wegotout

Me:“yousoembarrassingBayanda”hechuckled

Baya:“wehavingbabies”hegavemeatighthug

beforesmashinghislipsonmine

.

Narrated

*

*

BrianpulledupatSabelo’shousehewasfinally

feeling fitagain he had been walking without

crushesfor2weeksnowitwasabouttimeSabelo

paidforsleepingwithhiswife,hedidn’tevenpark

properlyhejustparkedthecarbythedoortookout

hisgunputitonhiswaistthenwalkedtothedoorhe

knockedSabeloopeneddrinkingabeerhiseyes



poppedoutinfearwhenhesawBrianhedidn’teven

knowhewaswalkingagainBrianhadshutoutallhis

friendswhenZamatoldhim thatshesleptwith

Sabelo

Sabelo:“Brian myman”Brian gaveonepunch

Sabelostumbledbackdroppinghisbeer“Iguess

youknow”hegaveanotherpunchSabelofell“Brian

I’msorry”hekickedhisstomachonceSabelocried

outashecoughedbloodMpiloandEthancameout

oftheloungerunningthe3werehavingbeerand

pizzawhilewatchingsoccer

Ethan:“Brianbrudon’tdothis”Briankneltnextto

Sabelogavehimfewpunchesthatimmediatelyleft

Sabelo’sfaceallfuckedup

Mpilo:“Brianstopman!!!”MpiloandEthanwere

standingfartheywantedtohelpSabelobutthey

couldn’ttruthistheywereallscaredofBrianhewas



thestrongestandfastestofall6ofthem theyall

knewthathencetheydidn’tfuckwithhim

Ethan:“Brianpleasemanyougoingtokillhim”Brian

stoodup

Brian:“standthefuckupyoucoward”

Sabelo:“itwasamistake”thatlieonlyirritatedBrian

morehetwistedSabelo’sarm thenhititwithhis

knee they allheard the born braking Sabelo

screamedlouderhecouldn’tstophistears

Brian:“IwantyoutostandupandfightmeorIwill

shotyou”hepulledoutagun

Mpilo&Ethan:“Brianno!!”

Brian:“standthefuckupandfightme!!!Now!!!”He

setthegunSabelotriedstandingupbuthisknees

failedhim hecouldn’tevenseehiseyeswereboth

swollenshut



Mpilo:“don’tdothisBrianyoutwobeenfriends

sincehighschooldon’tdothisman”

Brian:“andhehadanervetobetraymelikethatthen

cometomyhousepaintmywifeasabadperson.

FightmeSabelo!!!”Hisfacewasredwithangerhis

neckfullofveinshewasevencrying“Itrustedyou

morethanItrustedmybrotherItrustedyoutotake

careofmyfamilyandyoudothatshit”

Ethan:“Briancalmdown”

Sabelo:“Brianplease”

Brian:“whoshotmeSabelo”theyalllookedat

Sabelohejustwentonhisknees

Sabelo:“Idon’tknowbelievemeIdon’t”

Brian:“howcomeyoudon’tknowitbeenoverayear

andyoustilldon’tknow”

Sabelo:“IswearIdon’tknow”



Brian:“IwillfindoutandwhenIdommmh”

Sabelo:“Brianplease”hepointedhisgunatSabelo,

MpiloandEthanscreamed

Mpilo:“putthegunawayBrian”

Brian:“youdeadtomeSabelo”hepulledthetrigger

twiceSabelofellhewalkedoutleavingMpiloand

Ethanpanickingandcryinghedrovestraighttohis

housefoundZamaasleepwithabookonher

stomachhewenttoshowerquicklythenwenttobed

movedthebookandtookoffherspecsthenpulled

hertohimwrappinghisarmsaroundhim

Zama:“mmh”

Brian:“sleeplove”shesnuggledcloser

Zama:“Iloveyou”hekissedherhead

Brian:“Iloveyousomuchmore”hemeantevery

word



PART33UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#Sne

*

*

Istaredatthepaintingindisbelief

Me:“Ican’tbelievethis”

Vuyani:“youdon’tlikeit?”Heaskednervously

Me:“Iloveitbabe”hesmiled

Vuyani:“really?”Hiseyesweretwinklingwithhope

Me:“really”itwasabeautifulpaintingofmyselfI

wasasleepnakedwithasheetwrappedaroundmy

bodyitwasinblackandwhite

Vuyani:“younotjustsayingthattomakemefeel

good”Iputitdownonthecoffeetablewalkedcloser



tohimIwrappedmyarmsaroundhisneckstoodon

mytoesthengavehimasoftpeckVuyaniwastoo

tall

Me:“IloveitIreallydoit’sabsolutelybeautiful”

Vuyani:“youarebeautiful”

Me:“Iloveyou”andIdidevenmorethanheloved

me

Vuyani:“Iloveyoumore”

Me:“debatable”

Vuyani:“don’tstart”wekissedshortly“I’m starving

babe”Iletgooffhim

Me:“I’llaskGloriatomakeyoubrunch”

Vuyani:“washopingyoucouldmakemesomething

toeat”Ihatedthatheexpectedmetobedomestic

whileheknew thatIknew nothingabouthouse

thingsIcan’tevencook



Me:“whatdoyouwant”hesmiled

Vuyani:“you”Ifrownedwehaven’thadsexeven

thoughwehadbeentogetherofficiallyfor5months

nowIwasnotreadyforhimtoseemelikethatall,

yeahsurehehadseenmenakedIwasasleepwhenI

wokeuphewasstaringatmeIdon’tevenknowhow

hegotinmyhouseI’vestoppedaskinghim how

comehejustpitchesuphehadmyhousekeysbutI

didn’tgivethemtohimhesaidhewenttocutthem

thedayIwasinhishouse

Me:“I’mtalkingaboutfoodVuyani”

Vuyani:“anythingaslongasitnotChinese”

Me:“hahaha!Younotfunny”hechuckled

Vuyani:“IwasjokingbabeIknowyoucan’tevenfry

eggsIbroughtfooditsonthecounterinthekitchen”

Me:“Icanfryanegg”



Vuyani:“morelikeburnandoverlyseason”

Me:“youateit”hesmiled

Vuyani:“becauseIloveyou”

Me:“soyouliedwhenyousaidittastednice”heheld

mylovehandlespinchingthemlightly

Vuyani:“Iknowhowyoufeelaboutlies”

Me:“sowhydidyoulie”

Vuyani:“Ididn’t”

Me:“soyoulikedmyeggs”

Vuyani:“IlovedyoureggsbutIwouldn’tmindnot

eatingthemanytimesoon”

Me:“hey!”Ipushedhimlightlymakinghimlaugh

Vuyani:“Snenhlanhla”Ilookedupathim hiseyes

weresoft

Me:“yes”



Vuyani:“youhavemyheart”Ismiledandgavehima

softpeck

Me:“youtoosweet”

Vuyani:“I’mnotyoujustmysoftsportyoumakeme

reallysoft”

Me:“I’m glad”wekissedourkissesarealways

slowlyfilledwithlovebutthistimearounditwas

fastfilledwithheatandpassionheliftedmeupIfelt

likemyheartisgoingtoexploreoutofmychest“put

medown!!VuyaniyougoingtodropmeI’llgethurt”

helookedatmewithhiseyesallredandsmall

Vuyani:“wrapyourlegsaroundme”Ishookmyhead

infear“doit”

Me:“Idon’twanttogethurt”

Vuyani:“Icouldneverhurtyouespeciallyphysically

andincaseyouhaven’tnoticedyourmanisstrong”I

wrappedmylegsaroundhiswaisthesmiled“Iwon’t



dropyouIwouldneverletyoufall”wekissedhe

startedwalkingIhadneverbeenthatscaredIwasn’t

evenrelaxedIknewthatifhedropsmeIwon’tjust

bephysicallyhurtI’dbeseriouslyembarrassedhe

wentupthestairsIpulledbackfromthekiss

Me:“atleastwatchyourway”

Vuyani:“youneedtorelaxmsChang”Ijuststaredat

himhedidn’tevendropasweatorlooklikehewas

carryingsomethingheavywhenwegottomyroom

helaidmeonthebedIfeltalittleembarrassedthatI

hadn’tmadethebed

Me:“Ijustwokeup”hechuckled

Vuyani:“Iknow”wekissedhishandsstartedgoing

allaroundmybodysqueezingcertainspotsIwas

feelingsomemanythingsIdidn’tevenknowwhatto

concentrateonheliftedupmyt-shirtIpulleditdown

hepulledbackfromthekiss“what?”



Me:“canwenotdothisrightnow”

Vuyani:“youdon’twantme”

Me:“Ido”

Vuyani:“so?”

Me:“justnotnow”

Vuyani:“whynot”

Me:“maybelateratnight”whenit’sdark,hemoved

backandsatonhislegs

Vuyani:“what’sthedifferencebetweennow and

night”

Me:“I’mnotsayingwewon’tdoitI’mjustsayingnot

now”

Vuyani:“andIwanttoknowwhynotnow”

Me:“Vuyaniplease”hisphonerangwhilewewere

stillstaringateachother,hetookitoutfrom his



pocket

Vuyani:“yeah……NoI’matizimbali….Sne’shouse…..

She’smywomanIdon’tneedareasontovisither

……Yeahsecuritywillopenforthem andThandiis

there…..Okay”hechuckled“fuckoffBrian”he

droppedthecall

Me:“whatwasthatabout”

Vuyani:“abouttheweddingonSaturday”Inodded

“youcomingright”

Me:“doyouwantmetocome”

Vuyani:“ofcosbabe”

Me:“thenI’dloveto”

Vuyani:“canImakelovetoyouI’mgettingblueballs

overhere”Ichuckled

Me:“closethecurtainsfirst”hissmilefelloffthe

face



Vuyani:“areyoushittingmerightnow”

Me:“what”

Vuyani:“youarefuckingunbelievable!Thatwhole

let’swaitforlatershitwasbecauseyouwanteditto

be dark.Snenhlanhla please don’ttellme you

ashamedofyourbody”Itriedsittingupbuthe

pushedmebackdownandpinnedbothmyarms

abovemyhead

Me:“letmegetoffthebed”

Vuyani:“no”

Me:“don’tpissmeoff”

Vuyani:“youcanbepisseddownupoffonevenside

waysIdon’tcare”Ishothimanevillook“Iloveyou

andIfuckingloveyourbodyIfinditabsolutelysexyI

loveeverycurveonitIloveeverythingaboutyour

bodybabemostlyIlovehow itrespondstomy

touch”



Me:“youmeanthatoryoujusthorny”hechuckled

Vuyani:“ImeanitbabeIloveyourbodyIjustwanna

cherishitgiveitalltheloveintheworld”hekissed

mewhilelettinggoofmyarmshetookoffmyt-shirt

andsatbackIcoveredmybreasts“comeonSne

don’tdothisplease”

Me:“justgivemetime”

Vuyani:“nostop”

Me:“youstop”heremovedmyhands

Vuyani:“yougoingtopissmeoffSnenhlanhla”

Me:“youalwayspissedoffVuyani”

Vuyani:“becauseyouthemostfrustratingwoman

ever”Ismiled

Me:“shame”welaughed

Vuyani:“babe?”



Me:“yeah”

Vuyani:“Iwanttotouch,lookandkisseverypartof

yourbody”Ibreathedout

Me:“okay,canIshowerfirst?”

Vuyani:“youdon’tsmell”

Me:“letmeshoweryoucangoeatthenwewillchill

anddostuff”

Vuyani:“canIjoinyouintheshower”

Me:“now youreallypushingit”hechuckledand

rolledoverwelaidonoursidesfacingeachother

Vuyani:“Ithinkit’stimeIintroducedyoutomy

family”hewasplayingwithmyhair

Me:“nopeI’dratheryoudidn’t”

Vuyani:“whynot”

Me:“yourmotherworshipsyourbabymama”Vuyani



hada10yearoldson

Vuyani:“youdon’tknowthat”

Me:“everytimeshecallssheaskswhen you

marryingher”

Vuyani:“mom justwantstometosettledownand

havemyownfamily”

Me:“areyouplanningonmarryingme”

Vuyani:“yes”

Me:“liar”

Vuyani:“IpromiseyouIknewwithin15minutesof

meetingyouthatI’llmarryyou”

Me:“youdidn’tevenknow”

Vuyani:“butIstillknewthatI’dmarryyouoneday”I

smiled

Me:“I’m gonnagoshower”Itriedtakingmyt-shirt



butheyankedit“andnow”

Vuyani:“youdon’tneedit”

Me:“vuyani!”

Vuyani:“gobath”Ipoutedbuthejustgavemeasoft

peckIstooduprushedtothebathroomcoveringmy

breastItookoffmypjsshortstiedmyweaveintoa

ponytailputonashowercapIgotintheshower

whilebusyIfelteyesonmesoIturnedandsaw

vuyanileaningonthewallandwatchingmeIjust

shookmyheadandquicklyfinishedupIwrappeda

towelaroundmybodywalkedtowardshim hewas

sohardhiscocklookedlikeitgoingtobustoutof

hisjoggershiseyesweresmallandred

Me:“yousuchaperve”

Vuyani:“youmywoman”

Me:“thoughtyouweregoingtoeat”



Vuyani:“later”InoddedandwalkedpasthimIwent

totheclosetlikemyclosetwashugeIwasacrazy

shoeperson,Ilotionedgotdressedinasimplewhite

losedresstiedmyhairintoamessybunthen

walkedoutIfoundVuyanisittingonthebedwithhis

faceburiedonhishandsIwenttostandnexttohim

brushedhisheadhewrappedhisarmsaroundmy

waistandlookedupatme

Vuyani:“ithurtsbabeithurtssobad”

Me:“what’swrong”

Vuyani:“mycockbabe”Icouldn’tholditIjust

laughedreallyhard“babeplease!!”

Me:“whatdoyouwantmetodo”

Vuyani:“givemesome”Ileanedoverandkissedhim

hardwithalotofheatheheldmetighterbringing

mecloseruntilIwassittingonhimwhichmademe

uncomfortableItriedpullingbackbutheshookhis



headnotlettinggoofmytongueafterfewminutes

ofkissinghemovedbackstillwithmeonhislap

untilwewerelayinginthemiddleofthebedhe

rolledovergotontopofmebetweenmylegshe

pulledoffmydressleavingmeinjustabraand

panty

Me:“Vuyani”

Vuyani:“ifonlyyoucouldseeyourselfthroughmy

eyes”hestartedkissingmeallovermybodybitingit

softlyinsomepartsIwasfeelingsomanythingsI

didn’tevenknowwhattofocusonheunhookedmy

brafrom thefrontIbreathedouthelookedatme

andsmiled“Iloveyoumylove”

Me:“Iloveyou”hesuckedinmybreastIletouta

softmoan.

AfterwhatIrateasthebestsexofmylifehewas

justamazingI’veneversoemotionallyconnectedto



someoneIcouldfeelourlovegrowingwithevery

minutethatwentby

Me:“younotgoingtoleaveme”hekissedmyhead

wewerecuddlingunderthecomforter

Vuyani:“onlyifIweretodie”Isighedhappily“I’m

starving”

Me:“let’sgoeatdownstairs”

Vuyani:“okay”Isatupputonmydresshejustput

onhisjoggerswewentdownstairs

Me:“shouldIputthisonaplate”

Vuyani:“yesplease,youshouldsendGloriahome”

Me:“why?”Istarteddishingupforus

Vuyani:“youdon’tneedher”

Me:“mmh”

Vuyani:“I’mseriousSne”



Me:“whymustyoualwaysfindawaytostartan

argument”hedidn’tsayanythingbutIfelthiseyes

onmewitheverymoveIwasmakingiwarmedthe

foodleftitinthemicrowavewenttolookforGloriaI

foundherinthegardenitwasmoreofhergarden

thanmineshelovedthatplace

Me:“mah”

Her:“baby”wesmiledateachthiswomanwasmy

motherineveryway

Me:“youcangohome”

Her:“areyousure”

Me:“yesI’llseeyounextweekMonday”

Her:“okaymychild”wehuggedIwentbackinthe

housefoundVuyanialreadyeatingwhilewatching

soccerIsatnexttohimandstartedeatingIalways

atesmallportioninfrontofhim don’twantitto

seemasifIeatalot



Me:“Itoldhertogohome”

Vuyani:“good,Iwantustohavethehouseto

ourselves”

Me:“whendidyoudothatpainting”

Vuyani:“4daysbackwaswaitingforthepaintto

dry”vuyaniwasareallygoodartist

Me:“itreallybeautifulIloveit”

Vuyani:“it’syou,I’llhangitinyourroomlater”

Me:“okay”

Vuyani:“actuallyI’mtakingithomewithmeI’llhang

itinmyroom”

Me:“Ithoughtitwasmine”

Vuyani:“yeahbutIwantitinmyroom”

Me:“okay”wefinishedeatingoverlightconversation

heliftedupmylegsputtingthemonhisthighs



Vuyani:“youhavesuchabeautifulskin”hestarted

massagingmyfeet

Me:“thankyou”

Vuyani:“don’tyouwantustomakeababy”I

chuckled

Me:“Iseeyouwantmydadandbigbrothertokill

you”

Vuyani:“atleastI’lldiehappilyknowingyouhavemy

seedinyou”Ilaughed

Me:“that’ssoflippincheesy”hechuckled

Vuyani:“youturningmeintosomethingtheguysare

alreadyteasingme”

Me:“howisSabelodoing”thepoorguywashijacked

healmostdiedlikelythebulletsdidn’thitanyofhis

organssonomajordamagewasdone

Vuyani:“hisokaygoingtocomeoutofthehospital



soon”

Me:“durbanisnotsafe”

Vuyani:“tellmeaboutit”

Me:“movingbackhomewouldn’tbesuchabad

thing”

Vuyani:“howdoyouthinkwewouldsurvivewithyou

stayinginBeverlyHills”

Me:“there’sSkypeandFaceTime”

Vuyani:“canwenottalkaboutthisit’supsettingme”

Me:“sorrybaby”hebitmytoeIpushedhim back

giggling

Vuyani:“you gotan outfitforthewedding on

Saturdayoryouwantustogoshopping”

Me:“mom broughtfewoutfitswhenshecameto

visitlastweeksoI’llseefromthosebutIsawanice

maroonGivenchydressandnudejimmychooshoes



with a matching clutch”mostofmy clothes

especiallydesignerclothesmom boughtthem for

mesheanddadtraveledalotsowhendadwentto

businessmeetingsmomwentshopping

Vuyani:“soundsperfectIgotamaroonTom ford

suit,wannamatch?”Igiggled

Me:“yeah”

Vuyani:“okaylove”hepulledmylegsuntilIwas

layingfullyonthecouchthengotbetweenmylegs

helookeddeeplyinmyeyes

Me:“hi”hepeckedmynose

Vuyani:“hilove”wekissedmemybackarchedashe

slidintwofingersinmepushingthemdeeply

.

#zama

*



*

IwokeupwithBrianwrappedaroundmelikeivyI

feltsohotandsuffocatedyetsohappyIkissedhis

chestthenlookedupathim juststaredathim he

lookedsomuchyoungerwhenasleepIbrushedhis

eyebrowshechuckled

Brian:“leavemyeyebrowsmrsjames”

Me:“openyoureyes”

Brian:“nope”

Me:“thoughtyoulovedlookingatmyface”

Brian:“notreally”

Me:“hey!”Hechuckledandopenedhiseyes

Brian:“goodmorningmrsme”

Me:“morning”wekissedshortly“wehavesomany

peoplecomingover”itwasFridayandbayanda’s

weddingwastomorrow



Brian:“yougoteverythinghandledthough”Inodded

“doesBayandalookweirdtoyoulikeI’vebeen

gettingthisweirdvibefrom him andhisalways

moody”

Me:“maybeFezekaisstressingaboutthewedding

andshe’stakingitoutonhim”

Brian:“younotgoingtogocrazywhenyoustart

planningourwedding”Ismiledshakingmyhead

Me:“doyouwantustosetadate”

Brian:“yeslet’shaveitnextweek”Igiggled

Me:“nowyouactingcrazy”

Brian:“soonthough”

Me:“yes”hegotontopofme“I’m sotired”he

chuckled

Brian:“Ididn’tsayanything”

Me:“youmyhusbandBrianIknowyou”hesmiled



squeezingmybreastcausingmetomoan

Brian:“andyoumywifeZamagcinaIknowyou”

Me:“whatdoyouknow”

Brian:“youlovestartingyourdaywitharoundofa

slowlovemaking”Iraisedmyeyebrow

Me:“so I’m theonethatlovesit”henodded

innocentlywelaughed

Brian:“Iloveyou”hestartedkissingmegoingdownI

heldhishead

Me:“IloveyoubabakaMarcel”helookedupatme

withasmile

Brian:“youreallymakemehappy”Ijustsmiledbut

mysmileturnedintoaloudmoanwhenhestuckhis

tongueinmypunani.

Aftermakinglovewejustlaidinbedcuddlingwhile

musicwasplayingontrace



Brian:“youneedtocheckonyourchildrenwoman”

Me:“theyyoursaswell”

Brian:“true”Ichuckled“youwantmetocheckon

them”

Me:“noIwantustostayinbedbecauseoncewe

openthatdoorthecrazyweekendwillstart”

Brian:“whattimeareyouandMbaligoingtogetyour

hairdone”

Me:“appointmentisat14:00Ihavetopickherup”

heliftedmeupputtingmeontopofhimhespanked

myassmakingmesquealhelaughed

Brian:“whatdoyouthinkaboutusbuyinganew

house”

Me:“what’swrongwiththisone”

Brian:“justwantahousethatyouwillturnintoa

home,anew start”Inodded“soyouwillstart



lookingforsomethingyoulike”

Me:“location?”

Brian:“izimbaliormhlanga”

Me:“pricerange”

Brian:“notimportantjustmakesureit’snotsmaller

thanthisone”Ismiled

Me:“okayI’llstartlooking”wekissedforalongtime

untilhewasfullyhardIliftedmyselfupandsat

downslowlylettinghim sinkinopeningmeupI

pulledbackfromthekissandlookedathiseyeshe

smiled“Iloveyou”

Brian:“notasmuchasIloveyou”wewentbackto

kissIstartedmoving.

AfterthatsessionwetookalongbathgotoutIgot

dressedinshortvintagedenimskirtwithablackbra

topandblockheelblackanklebootalongwitha



largedenimjackettiedmyhairinaneatbutputona

flowerhairbandBrianwassittingonthecouch

watchingmegettingdressedIcouldtellhewasn’t

comfortablewithwhatIwaswearingBrianhad

becameinsecurebutIdon’tblamehbecauseI’mthe

onewhomadehim likethathadInotsleptwith

Sabelohewouldn’tbelikethis,speakingofSabelo

hewasinahospitaltheysaidhewashijackedbutI

knewitwasBrianwhobeathim upandshothim I

hatedSabelobutmystupidheartfeltsorryforhim

anditwantedSabeloandBriantosortthingsout

andbefriendsagain

Brian:“whattimewillyoubeback?”Hesnappedme

outofmythoughts

Me:“wejustgoingtodoournailsandhairthengrab

somethingtoeat”henoddedIwentovertothe

couchpulledupmyskirtthensatonhimheheldmy

assbringingmecloser“I’llcomebackasearlyasI



possiblycan”

Brian:“canIdropyouoff”

Me:“okaybuthavetopickupMbalifromworkfirst

thenyougoingtotakeustoBHCafterthatto

gatewayMbalistillneedsshoes”

Brian:“Idon’tmind”Inodded

Me:“don’tforgetyourparentsneedtobepickedup

fromtheairport”

Brian:“eish”

Me:“youknow how yourmom feelsaboutbeing

drivenbysomeonewhoisnotfamily”hekissedme

Brian:“didItellyouhowhappyitmakesmetosee

youandmomgettingalong”Ismiled

Me:“webothalmostlostyouourpainbroughtus

together”

Brian:“hadIknownIwouldhaveaskedsomeoneto



shootmelongtimeago”Islappedhimlightly

Me:“don’tplaylikethat”hechuckled

Brian:“let’sgoeat”Inoddedwekissedforalong

timejustslowlyuntilsomeoneknockedIgotoffhim

wipedmylipstickonhim whilehepulleddownmy

skirtIwenttoopenMarcelthrew himselfatme

wrappinghimselfonmylegsIjustlaughedliftedhim

up

Marcel:“mama”Iplayedwithhairthenkissedhis

cheek

Thembeka:“hewantedyou”

Me:“it’sokay,whereisAmelia?”

Thembeka:“playinginthenursery”

Me:“okay”Iclosedthedoor

Brian:“comehereson”hetriedtakinghim buthe

shookhishead



Marcel:“ha.adada”

Brian:“comeonMarcelcometodada”Marcelshook

hisheadfasterhishairhittingmyface“what’s

wrongwithyoursonZama”Ishruggedmyshoulders

Me:“comeletmefixyoufood”

Brian:“okay babe” we wentdownstairs after

checkingonAmeliawhocouldn’tevenbebothered

byusshewasbusycrawlingaroundAmeliawasfast

oneverythingunlikeMarcelwhowasslowhetook

longtoteethandcrawlevenwalk.Wegotinthe

kitchenIputMarcelonhishighchairgavehimsome

friesthenIwarmedbreakfastforBrianandI,I

pouredjuicewestartedeatingitwasalreadylate

mam’sophiewaspreparinglunchaftereatingIleft

asBrianalsoleftgoingtotheairportIwenttopick

upMbalifromworkshegotinkissedmycheek

Mbali:“heyboo”



Me:“heysis”Idroveoff“sowestartingatyour

apartment”

Mbali:“noIwon’tsleepoveratyourhouseanymore

Siyaiscomingtodayafterworksowewillgotothe

weddingtogethertomorrow”

Me:“mmh”

Mbali:“what”

Me:“Siyadoesn’teventellmeifhisgoingtobein

durbananymore”

Mbali:“sorryI’lltalktohim”

Me:“noit’sfinedon’t”shebrushedmythigh

Mbali:“youlooksexy”Ichuckled

Me:“thankyou”

Mbali:“sowhatyougettingdone”

Me:“26Brazilianwithallroundcloser”



Mbali:“Iwantsomethingshortandcurly”

Me:“14peruviancurly”

Mbali:“yeah”Inodded“haveyouheardanything

aboutSabelo”

Me:“youstillcare”

Mbali:“Idon’thatehimZama”

Me:“hisstillinthehospitalIdon’tknowhowhis

doingwedon’ttalkabouthimIjustoverheardBrian

speakingonthephone”

Mbali:“okay”wegottothesaloondidourhairand

nailsfixedupoureyebrowswithBriancallingevery

30minutesjusttocheckuponusafterthesaloon

wewenttogatewayMbaliboughthershoesatcallit

springthenwewenttocircuscircushadearlydinner

andsomedrinkshadtoleaveearlybecauseBrian

wasstartingtocallnonstopSiyametupwithusat

circuscircusIleftthem therewentbackhomeI



foundBrianwatchingtvinourroomIsmiledandsat

onhim

Brian:“youtooklong”

Me:“sorryweendeduphavingsomedrinks”

Brian:“yousmelllikeaman”

Me:“mustbefromwhenIhuggedSiya”

Brian:“Siyaisindurban”

Me:“yeshemetupwithusattherestaurantIleft

themthere”henodded

Brian:“I’llcallhim”

Me:“okay”

Brian:“youlookbeautifulIloveyourlook”

Me:“thankyoubabeitallforyouIjustwannalook

goodforyou”heheldmyassbroughtmecloser

Brian:“andyoudoallthetime”wekissedhestarted



takingoffmyclothesashekissedmynecksucking

onitIfellbackonthebedhecameontopofme

gettingbetweenmylegs“howdidIgetthislucky”

Me:“youwentclubbing”wesmiledateachotherhe

startedsingingChrisbrown-newflame,ashekissed

meallovermybody

Brian:“itfeelslikeit’sjustus2ahaIdon’tknowwhat

youhadplannedtodotonightbutIjustwanabethe

onetodoyouright….”

.

#bayanda

*

*

IwokeupwithmyheadthrobbingIremovedthe

girl’sarmandlegfrommybodysherolledoverand

sleptonherbackexposingherperkypinknippled



breastsandhercleanshavedpussylastnighthad

beenfuckingepicBandileandmyfriendsthrewmea

killerbachelorpartyIknow Fezekawasprobably

goingcrazybecauseIhadleftmyphoneathomeon

purposeItookoffthecondom Ihadfallenasleep

withitonmethenIgotoffthebedputonmyboyleg

IwenttoopenthedoorBandilewasstandingthere

drinkingwater

Bandile:“let’sgo”

Me:“okaygivemeafewminutes”

Bandile:“hurry”Inoddedclosedthedoorlockingmy

morningerectionwaspainfulIwenttowakeupthe

girlIdidn’tevenrememberhernamesheopenedher

eyesandsmiledIgotontopofherstartedkissing

herneckwhilerubbingherclitshekeptmoaningI

wasstillbusywhenshereachedforacondom

openeditImovedbacktookoffmyboylegsheput



onthecondom formethenspreadherlegswider

shewassoakedIwentindeepallatoncecausing

hertocryout.

IlookedatmyselfinthemirrorIwasinnavychino

slim fitpantsfoldedatthebottom withawhitet-

shirtandnavyblazersleevespulledupIwaswearing

whiteallstarsmyhairwascutintoaneatfade

Bandilegotinalsodressedlikemebutinblack,my

groomsmenwerealsodressedlikehim

Bandile:“let’sgogetyoumarried”Ismiled

Me:“let’sgogetmemarried”heslappedhim I

slappedhimbackwelaughedandhugged

“Youtwoaresostupid”weturneditwasZamashe

waslookinglikeaGoddessthatsheisinpowered

bluestraplesstightfittingdresswithathighslitand

aseethroughlacebackjustbelowherkneeand

whiteheelswithawhiteclutchbag



Bandile:“youlookbeautifulmom”

Me:“yeahyoudo”

Zama:“hahaha”

Dad:“stophittingonmywife”hesaidcomingin

wearingapowderblueslim fitsuitandwhiteshirt

withblackslippersandbelt

Me:“matchinghhu?”Theylaughed

Dad:“comeonlet’sgoeveryoneiswaitingforyou

twodownstairsyourmotherisstartingtoannoythe

shitoutofmesolet’sgo”heheldZama’swaistthey

left

Bandile:“let’sgobeforeFezekastartthinkingyou

notcoming”

Me:“never!”Wewalkeddownstairseveryonegotin

thecarswealldroveoffgoingtouncleVuyani’s

placewegotthereparkedthenwalkeddownthe



beachwejustchilledminglingandhavingdrinks

untilitwastimeeveryonesatdownmyguysandI

wenttostandbythealtarwiththepriestBandile

keptwinkingatBellawhosecheekshadturnedred

from blushing,thegirlsstartedcomingwearing

peachhighwaistskirtsandmatchinglacecroptops

walkingbarefootedthemusicchangedtheorchestra

startedplayingsoftlyFezekawalkedtowardsme

lookinglikeanangelinawhiteweddingdressnot

wearingshoesthedresswasnotlongitstoodjust

byherankleI’veneverseenabridelookingany

betterIwalkedtowardsthemmeetingthemhalfway

herfatherandIshookhandsthenItookherarm

kissedhercheek

Me:“myheartjuststoppedbeating”shesmiledand

exhaledwewalkedtothealtarthematrimonywent

byamazinglyafteritweallwenttochangeIgotina

blacktuxedowithnavyshirtwhilemyguyswore



navysuitsandblackshirtswewaitedforthegirlsto

finishwhentheydidwewalkedtothebackyard

whereeverythingwasgoingtocontinueIpulled

Fezekatomewhiletherestwalkedaheadofus

Me:“youlookbeautifulMrsBayandaJames”she

waswearingacreamwhitestraplesslacemermaid

dress

Fezeka:“thankyouMrBayandaJames”

Me:“wegotmarried”shesmiledshyly

Fezeka:“wegotmarried”wekissedIpulledback

kissedherforehead

Me:“mywife”shegiggledIgaveheratighthug“I’ve

neverbeenthishappyFezekaJames,thankyouso

much”

Fezeka:“I’ddoanythingforyoumyhusbandourlove

istheunconditionalkind”



Me:“yesitis”icuppedherfacekissingher

PART34UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#fezeka

*

*

Iwokeup nextto myhusband….LolyesMY

HUSBAND …….He was stillasleep looking so

adorablewithhispinkishlipspoutingIstarted

touchinghisfacelightlywehadjustcamebackfrom

ourtwoweekshoneymooninboraborawherewe

hadanamazingtimeandhadcountlesssexifIwas

notpregnantIwouldhavecamebackpregnant.The

weddinghadbeenamazingitwaseverythingIever

dreamteveryonecamethroughforuseverything

wasjustperfectIgotmarriedtomyBayandaafter

alltheshitwewentthroughhewasacheatingman



hoeandIstillhopedthatheleftallofthatbehindthe

daywegotmarriedbecauseasunconditionalasmy

loveforhimwasattheendofthedayIwasstilla

humanbeingandIcanonlytakesomuch.Igave

himasoftpeckhesmiledandopenedhiseyes

Baya:“morningmrsjames”Ismiled

Me:“morning”wekissedshortly

Baya:“howyoufeeling?”

Me:“lovedandappreciated”hekissedmeagain

Baya:“guessI’mdoingagoodjob”

Me:“yesyouare”

Baya:“Ifeelsoexhaustedandwestillhavetogoto

thebraaiathome”Brianwashavingabraaito

welcomeusbackandhesaidthere’salotto

celebrate

Me:“I’m sorrybabe,doyouwantmetomakeyou



somethingtoeat”heshookhishead

Baya:“let’sgotomuggnbeanIwantchocolatecake

andsomeribs”

Me:“okay”

Baya:“I’vebeenthinkingbabe”heheldmywaist

bringingmecloserthenkissedmynose

Me:“yes”

Baya:“I’dlikeustogetabiggerplacelikeahouse

withmoreroom”

Me:“Idon’tthinkwecanaffordthatrightnow”he

chuckled

Baya:“IcanafforditIalreadyhadmytrustfunds

frommomanddad,theonefrommygrandparents

maturedthedaywegotmarried.Icangetusanice

big house thatwillaccommodate us and our

childrenpluswegoingtoneedastayinnanny,just



lookforahouseyoulikeanywherearounddurbanif

it’stooexpensivedadwillhelpout”IsmiledIwanted

ahouseIwastiredoflivinginaflatandthisflatwas

too smallespeciallywiththetwinscomingwe

neededaproperhousewithlotofspace

Me:“okaybabyI’llstartlooking”

Baya:“goodneighborhood”Inodded

Me:“Mansoncancomestaywithusright”

Baya:“thatwastheplan”Igotontopofhim he

mighthavetakenthemorningsicknessofthis

pregnancybutIwasstilltheonewhowasalways

horny“babyI’mtired”

Me:“pleaseI’lldoalltheworkjustletmetakecare

ofyou”

Baya:“a.aFezekanotnow maybelater”Istarted

kissinghim goingdown“Fezekastopplease”I

couldn’tIdidn’twanttoIwastoohornyIwent



furtherdownkissinghim“Fezeka!”Ishookmyhead

startedrubbinghiscockhesniffedIlookedupat

himhewascrying

Me:“babe?”

Baya:“I’mtiredFezekaandI’mhungry”Isighedgot

offhim

Me:“I’msorry”Iwipedhistears

Baya:“youjusttakeandtake”heletoutasoftsobI

wrappedmyselfaroundhim“I’mnotasexmachine

FezekaI’maperson”

Me:“I’m sorrybabyitwon’thappenagain”hewas

seriouslycrying and Iwas hornyhe was just

annoyingme

Baya:“youjustsayingthatanhourlateryougoingto

wantsexagain”

Me:“Idon’tIpromiseyoubabe”henoddedIlooked



athim“I’msorryokay”

Baya:“okay”Ikissedhimdeeplybuthepulledback

“yousee!!”

Me:“Iwasjustkissingyou”nowIfeltlikecryingI

wasreallyhornyIjustneedhiscockinme

Baya:“IknowyouFezekasodon’teventrylyingto

meI’mnotLisa”

Me:“Bayayouwon’tevenhavetomoveI’lldo

everythingplease”

Baya:“yousoselfish!”Hegotoffthebedwenttothe

bathroom cryingIheldmybreastssqueezingthem

lightlyItouchedmyselfgoingdownwhenIgottomy

clitmybodyjerkedalittleIletoutasoftmoanIsank

tofingersinmypunaniIwassoakingwetIkept

pleasuringmyselfgoinginandoutwhilemyother

handplayedwithmyclituntilIcamemoaningloudly

IgotoffthebedremovedthesheetsIhadsquirtedI



flippedthemattresschangedthebeddingopened

thewindowsthenwenttothebathroomIfoundhim

gettingoutoftheshowerjustthesightofhim

completelynakedwithwaterdropsstillonhisbody

mademewetagainbutIknewIwasn’tgoingtoget

any

Baya:“hurrybabeI’mhungry”

Me:“I’llbeoutsoon”Iputthebeddinginthewasher

gotintheshowershoweredquicklythengotoutI

lotionedgotdressedinablackgolfdresswithwhite

allstarsIleftmyweavelosedidlightmakeupItook

myhandbagwentoutthebedroomfoundhiminthe

kitchenwearingblackrippedshortawhitet-shirtand

whiteflux

Me:“wecango”hewaseatingasandwich

Baya:“okay”hetookhiscarkeysthrewthematme

weleftIdrovetomuggnbeanweorderedafter



sittingdown,hewasbusyonhisphone

Me:“bayababy”

Baya:“love”

Me:“whoyouchattingtoo”

Baya:“Bandilelove”

Me:“canIsee”hegavemehisphoneIwentthrough

hiswhatsapphewaschattingtohimhewasgoing

topickupBella“okay”Igavehimbackhisphone

Baya:“I’moverthatlifeloveIwon’tcheatonyou”he

kissedme

Me:“Iknowbaby”ourfoodcameIwasonlyeating

breakfastwhilehewashavingribsandchopswith

frieshehadalreadyorderedhiscake

.

#zama



*

*

IwaswokenupbysoftkissesonmyneckIopened

myeyesandsawBrianhewashoveringoverme

withahugesmileonhisface

Brian:“morninglove”

Me:“morningbabe”

Brian:“Ibroughtupourbreakfast”Isatup

Me:“thankyoubabeyouthebest”

Brian:“youbringitoutofme”

Me:“letmegetoff”hemoved Iwentto the

bathroombrushedmyteeththenwashedmyfaceI

wentoutfoundhim sittingonthecarpetwith

breakfastsetupinfrontofhim picnicstyle“you

wentalloutbabe”

Brian:“figuredI’dtrytospoilyou”Isatdownhegave



aroseIsmiledsmellingit

Me:“thankyou”Istartedhavingthefruitsalad

Brian:“youwelcomebabe”hekissedmyforehead

andstartedeating,itwasfruitsaladandfullEnglish

breakfast(cheeseomelette,cocktailgrillers,bacon,

toast,beefpattiesandslicedtomatoes)withcoffee

andjuice

Me:“didyoucheckonthekids”

Brain:“yeahThembekawasfeedingthem”Inodded

“myfriendsarecomingthroughforthebraai”

Me:“allofthem”

Brian:“yes”myheartskippedabeat

Me:“Sabelo?”

Brian:“wenotfriendsanymore”Ibreathedoutas

muchasIwantedthem tosortthingsoutIdidn’t

wanttobearoundhim



Me:“I’msorryBrianIknowhowimportanthewasto

you”

Brian:“don’tapologizeit’snotyourfault”

Me:“okaybabe”wewerestilleatingwhenIheard

someonescreamingmynameIgotoutwithBrian

followingmetheyscreamedagainitwasThembeka

wegotinthenurseryAmeliawassittingonthefloor

cryingIpickedherup

Me:“whyisshecrying”

Brian:“andyoujustwatchinghernotdoinganything”

Her:“shewastryingtowallIgottoexcitedand

screamedbutshefellandstartedcrying

Me:“youtryingtowalkbabygirl”Iwipedhertears

Brian:“can’tbelieveImissedthisagain!Ialready

missedMarcel’sfirststeps”

Me:“there’sstillmoretocome”hekissedher



foreheadshewouldn’tstopcrying

Brian:“ImissedalotwithMarcelIcan’taffordto

missanythingwithher”

Me:“youwon’tbabe,nowtakehershewon’tstop

crying”hetookherbrushedherbackwhilemoving

arounduntilshestopcrying

Brian:“she’sasleep”

Me:“putherdown”Iwalkedovertohercotremoved

blanketheputherdownIcoveredherwiththe

blanketMarcelwasalsoasleepinhiscotwewalked

outgoingbacktoourroomtofinisheating

Brian:“whendoyouthinkweshouldmoveMarcel

outofthenurseryhavehisownroomsetup”

Me:“afterheturnstwonextyear”henodded

Brian:“I’mstillwaitingforyouwiththehouse”

Me:“wait”IstooduptookmyiPadthenwenttomy



imagesIhadseenahouseinizimbaliitwasa

beautifultriplestorywith12ensuitebedrooms,3

lounges,kitchen,theaterroom,gym,playroom,

indoorspool,outsidepoolwithabarandbraaiarea,

hugestudywithalibrary,hugeyardwithswingset

andbasketballcourtandanamazinggardenthere

wasalsoa2bedroomgrannyhouse

Brian:“it’sbeautiful,haveyoucontactedtheestate

agent?”

Me:“notyetIwasstilllooking”

Brian:“callhersetupanappointmentwecango

viewit”IsmiledbrightlyIwasalreadyinlovewiththe

house

Me:“yousurebabeit’sexpensive”

Brian:“toldyounottoworryaboutthemoney”Igot

ontopofmehelaidfullyonthecarpet

Me:“Ialreadyloveit”hechuckled



Brian:“Iknow”Ipoutedhegavemeasoftpecki

shookmyheadandkissedhim deeplyhechuckled

andheldmyassBrainlovedmyassevenmorenow

becauseIwassmallersoitlookedbiggerand

rounderIwasdoingsquats

Me:“let’sfinisheating”hegroanedthrowinghis

headback

Brian:“Iwantyou”

Me:“later”Igavehim asoftpeckthengotoffhim

wefinishedupeatingwenttoshowerhadalong

steamysessionintheshowerbeforegettingout.We

gotoutlotioned Igotdressed in blue ripped

boyfriendjeans,awhitelowcuttightvestsandflip

flopsItiedmyweaveinamessybunjustputon

darkpurplelipstickIwentdownstairsaftermaking

thebedIloadedthedishesinthewasherIwentto

lookforBrianfoundhim inthestudythedoorwas



slightlyopenhewasonthephonewithsomeonei

eavesdropped…Don’tlookatmelikethat…..

Brian:“nomanitneedstobedone……Idon’tfuck

with Sabelo anymore but we have to work

together……Noit’s3millioncutforeveryonethen10

%tocharity……Idon’twanthiminmyhouseandwe

won’tdiscussthisinmyhouseIwillnotbringthis

shittomywifeandkids…….Idon’tknowMpilothe

warehouseIguess….NoI’mnotoveritandI’llnever

beoveritSabelobetrayedmeintheworstpossible

kind…..YouthinkIdon’tknowthat!!!Buthewould

bestupidtonotcovermeupourpersonalshithas

nothingtodowithwork…….ThenmaybeIshouldsit

thisoneoutifyouguysthinkSabelowillletmeget

hurt……IthoughtIknewhimandItrustedhimbut

notanymore…..YesI’llcontrolthetechnicalpartI

won’tgoin”hechuckled“I’m notanidiotMpilo

there’snothinghardaboutcontrollingrobotsandthe



publiccamerasI’vedoneitbefore”myphonerangI

quicklyknockedwhenheturnedtolookatthedoor

“surebruI’llseeyouinafewmywifeneedsme”he

droppedthecallasideclinedmycallitwasmy

mothercallingIwentinthestudy

Me:“hey”

Brian:“wereyoueavesdropping”

Me:“no”Isatinfrontofhimonthedesk

Brian:“yousure”

Me:“doyouhavesomethingtohide”hechuckled

andpushedhischaircloser

Brian:“ofcosnotIdon’thidethingsfrom youbabe

youcanaskmewhateverandI’danswerhonestly”I

playedwithhishair

Me:“howdoyouhaveallthismoneywithjustyour

surgery”



Brian:“itmakesmoremoneythanyoucanthinkoff”

he drew patternson myopen back“you look

beautifulsosimplebutextremelybeautiful”

Me:“youjustloveme”hesmilednodding

Brian:“yesIdo”wekissedshortly“yougraduatingin

a few months you going to go work atyour

husband’splace”

Me:“idon’tknow”

Brian: “I’m telling you, I’m opening up a

physiotherapysection thatyou going to run”I

nodded

Me:“okaybutyougoingtopayme”helaughed

Brian:“soIwon’tgiveyouanallowanceanymore”

Me:“aslongasyoupaymeforworkingforyouand

youdon’ttakethecardsI’m good”Ihadmyown

petrolcardandblackcardthathehadgivenme



Brian:“thoseareyours”Inoddedhepulledmedown

tositonhimwelookedateachotherintheeyes

Me:“youlovemesomuch”hesmiledhiseyes

twinklingBrianlovedmewithnodoubthedidn’t

evenneedtotellmehiseyesandactionsspoke

volumes

Brian:“Ireallydo”wekissed“wouldyouleaveme”

Me:“Idon’tseemylifewithoutyou”

Brian:“evenifyoufoundoutthingsaboutmethings

thatwoulddisappointyou”

Me:“aslongasyoudon’tcheatonmeordo

somethingillegalI’m staying”henoddedlooking

down“doyouhavesomethingtotellmeBrian”

Brian:“IjustwannagiveyoutheworldandIdon’t

wanttoloseyoubabe”

Me:“youalreadygivemetheworldbabeyourheart



iseverythingtomeandyouwon’tloseme”he

lookedupatmeIputmyarmsaroundhisneck

kissedhimhekissedmedeeperbringmecloserto

himsqueezingmehardasifhecouldn’tbecloserto

mehepushedmebackandtookoffmyvests

Me:“Brian”

Brian:“please”heundidmybrawithhishands

shaking“IneedyouZamaplease”Itookoffhist-

shirthestoodupandthreweverythingthatwason

thedeskonthefloorthenlaidmeonthedesk.

Afterfresheningupwewentdownstairsstraightto

thebackwhereourguestsweredrinkingandtalking

whilethemenwerebraaingmeatIwavedthemthen

walkedtotheladiesitwasMbali,Bella,Fezeka,Sne,

Sisipho,Onica

Me:“ladies”

Them:“mrsJames”Ismiledgavethemhugs



Me:“how’s the young mrs james”she smiled

giggling

Mbali:“wetalkingaboutherhoneymoon”

Me:“howwasit”Itookanicetropezfromthecooler

Fezeka:“oohitwasfantasticZama!”

Bella:“withBayandabeingsoemotional!Idon’t

knowhowmanytimeshecalledBandileoverthelast

twoweeks”welaughedBayandawasreallyover

emotionalitwassoweird

Fezeka:“wepregnantandheg…”

Me:“youpregnant!!”

Onica:“congratulations”Weallcongratulatedher

Mbali:“thisfamilyhastoomanybabiesifitnotBrian

it’sthetwins”

Me:“nextitgoingtobeBella”



Bella:“ohnoIcouldnever”shelookedsoscaredwe

alllaughed

.
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Iwashavingfunatthebraaitheladieswerepretty

chilledIhadmetthem beforeattheweddingit

botheredmethatMpilowasfuckingmyfriend

Olwethubutwhenitcametothesetypeofthingshe

broughthisgirlfriend Sisipho apparentlythey’ve

beentogetherfor4yearsVuyanitoldmetonotget

involvedinpeople’sbusinessbutitmademeworryit

mademestartthinkingwhatifVuyaniwasalsothe

samewhatifhewasinarelationshipwithmebuthe

wasalsofuckingsomegirl

Zama:“boowheredidyoujustgoto”shetouched



mythighIlookedathersmilingshewassobeautiful

withanamazingbodyandabubblypersonalityIstill

founditweirdthatshewasmarriedtoBrianwho

was20yearsolderthanherbuthelookedjusther

ageandtheylovedeachother

Me:“wasjustthinkingaboutsomething”

Sisipho:“missing Vuyanialready”Igiggled and

lookedoveratmymanhewaswiththeotherguys

bythebraaistandtheywerelaughingatsomething

Me:“somethinglikethat”

Fezeka:“lookatherturningred”

Mbali:“IthoughtonlyBellablushedlikethat”weall

laughedBellablushedeasilyitonlytookawinkfrom

Bandileandshewouldturnred

Bella:“don’tmakefunofme”shepushedbackher

hairlookingdownitwasraretofindabeautifulwhite

chickinSouthAfricawasBellawasbeautifulyou



know theinnocentnaturaltypeofbeautifulthat

didn’tneedmakeupasifBandilecouldhearushe

winkedandBella’scheeksturnedredwhichmadeall

ofgiggleloudlytheguysturnedlookingatus

Bella:“stop”shewhispered,VuyanibeingVuyani

walkedovertouslookingsohotfilledwithauthority

andconfidenceshortsjustdidamazingthingsfor

hishairylegs

Onica:“stopdrooling”

Me:“shutup”theylaughedhegottoussmiling

Vuyani:“myheart”thegirlsmadesoundsIjust

shookmyheadsmiling

Me:“love”

Vuyani:“urytdoyouneedanything”

Me:“I’mokay”

Zama:“IcantakecareofguestsinmyhouseVuyani



leaveusalone”

Vuyani:“she’smywomanI’m allowedtoask”he

leanedoverandgaveshortwetkissmakingthegirls

squeallikeabunchofteenagershepulledback“I

loveyou”

Me:“Iloveyou”hegavemeasoftpeckandwalked

away

Ireallydidlovehim hemademefeelthingsI’ve

neverfeltbeforeIlovedhimmoreforbeingableto

lovemeinpublicfornotbeingashamedofme

becauseofmyweightandforlovingmejustforme

notbecauseofwhomyfatheris.Backinhighschool

IhadaboyfriendIwasmadlyinlovewithhimIgave

him myallitwastimeforjuniorprom hecanceled

themorningoftheprom sayinghissickbutthe

followingdayIsawpicturesofhimandhisdateat

prom turnsouthewasonlywithmebecausehis



fatherwantedtodobusinesswithmyfatherafter

thatIneverdatedagainwelluntilVuyani.WhoIam

stillsurprisediswithmebecauseguyslikehimdon’t

seegirlslikemeguyslikehim didn’tlovegirlslike

metheybecomefriendswithgirlslikemebutnever

lovers.

Mbali:“nowIwantakissfrommyman”

Fezeka:“sityourassdown”

Zama:“she’sgettingdrunk”Mbalirolledhereyes

Mbali:“don’tbemean”theyguyscametoustheyall

satdownBrainmovedZamamakinghersitonhis

lap

Zama:“I’mhungrybaby”shepouted

Brian:“themeatisdonemam’sophiewilldishupand

bringoutthefood”

Zama:“okay”theystaredateachotherbeforethey



startedkissingIturnedmyattentiontoeveryone

elsetheywereallintheirownbubblewiththeir

partnersVuyaniwasbusybitingmyneckturningme

on

Me:“stop”

Vuyani:“let’sgohomeIwantyou”Ishookmyhead

gigglingthenIturnedtofacehimfully

Me:“youalwayshorny”anditwastrueeversincewe

startedhavingsexwe’vebeenhavingiteverydayhe

hadbasicallymovedinmyhouse

Vuyani:“it’syouloveyoutoosexymycockreacts

thiswaybecauseofyourbody”Igottohisear

Me:“Iloveyourcockit’ssolongandthickitdoes

unexplainablethingstomeIwantitallthetime”Ibit

hisearheshiveredImovedback

Vuyani:“don’tstartsomethingyouwon’tbeableto

handle”Igiggled



Me:“Iwouldn’tdreamofit”

Mpilo:“wegoingtoKwaMashuaftereating”

Me:“where’sthat”theyalllookedatmesurprised

butBellaalsoseemedclueless

Vuyani:“mylittleChinese”hepulledmycheekI

smackedhishandsmiling

Ethan:“youwillsee”

Mbali:“what’shappeningthere”

Siya:“carspinning”

Zama:“youintothatnow Siya”heshruggedhis

shouldersanddownedhisbeer“dowehavetogo

baby”

Brian:“it’sgoingtobefine”hekissedhercheek

Baya:“fezekaandIaregoinghomewemissedLisa”

Fezeka:“butIwannago”bayandashookhishead



Fezekanoddedwithapout

Bandile:“countusoutaswell”

Ethan:“your’llweren’tinvitedanyway”welaughed

Bandile:“don’tbebitter”

Zama:“I’llgocheckonthefood”shewalkedaway

sheactuallylookedalittleangryBrianstoodupwith

anintentionoffollowingher

Mbali:“don’t,I’llspeaktoher”shefollowedafterher

Mpilo:“yourwife”

Brian:“don’tbecausewemightjustnotgoifshe

doesn’twanttogo”

Mpilo:“thisiswhyI’mnevergettingmarried”

Sisipho:“excuseme!!”

Mpilo:“wasjustjoking”welaughed

Sisipho:“awunyiperhaps”



Mpilo:“wasjokingbabyofcosI’llmarryyou”heshut

herupwithakiss

Vuyani:“wewon’tgoifyoudon’twantustogobabe”

Me:“noI’m okaybabewecango”afterafew

minutesMbalicameoutwith Zamatheywere

laughingBrianbreathesoutloudlycausingtheguys

tochuckle

Zama:“lunchisserved”shewentbacktoBrian’slap

kissedhimweallstartedeatingIatejustalittle

Vuyani:“Zamapleaseputsomefoodinalunchbox

forme”

Zama:“okay”weallfinishedeatingIFezekahelped

ZamaandMbalitakinginthedishesweallgotinthe

carsZamaknockedonthewindowIopened“your

foodvuyani”

Vuyani:“thankyouma’Mnguni”Itookthebox



Zama:“youwelcome”

Vuyani:“tellBrianIsaidtheloserbuysdrinksfor

everyone”shelaughed

Zama:“youbetterbereadytolosesomemoney”he

chuckledshewalkedawaywewereparkedinfront

sowedroveofffirstVuyani’sR8roaredandspedoff

Vuyani:“eatyoudidn’teat”

Me:“Iate”

Vuyani:“eatSnenhlanhlanow”

Me:“butvuyaniIate”

Vuyani:“eatdon’tpissmeoff”Iopenedthelunch

boxstartedeatingIwasactuallyhungryIjustcan’t

eattogetfullinfrontofpeople“seetherewego”I

justsmiledshakingmyhead

Me:“yousostupid”

Vuyani:“Idon’tlikethatyoudon’teatinfrontof



otherpeoplebutI’vegottenusedtoitjustwishthere

wasawaytochangeit”Ishruggedmyshoulders

Me:“doyoualsospin”hesmiledlookedatme

shortly

Vuyani:“I’mthefuckingbestmyheart”Igiggled

Me:“I’m actuallyexcited”wedrovetherestofthe

waythereincomfortablesilencelisteningtomusicI

hadfinishedthefood

Vuyani:“thatfuckingpricktookashortcut!”I

chuckledBrianwasalreadythereweparkednextto

him gotoutwalkedtoBrian’sr8theyweremaking

outwithZamaontopofhim “fuckingteenagers”

theyreallydidbehaveliketeenagerssometimeshe

knockedonthewindowtheygotoff

Brian:“Iheardyoubuyingdrinks”

Vuyani:“whateverman”



Zama:“Itoldyou”MpilowalkedtouswithSisipho

Mpilo:“wherearetheothers”

Zama:“here”shepointedatsiya’scarheparked

theywalkedtous

Vuyani:“Ethanissuchaslowdriver”

Brian:“tellmeaboutitevenOnicadriversfaster”

Mpilo:“there”Ethanwasparkingalittlefarfromus

weallstartedwalkingtowardsthegrounditwas

packed with people and cars some cars were

alreadydriftingwewenttositdownandwatched

whilehavingdrinks.

Itwasatnightwhenwelefttheplanwastogotoour

placesandchangethengoto47thVuyaniwas

singingalongtoDjKhaled–doyoumind,whenhis

phonerangitwasconnectedtothebluetoothhe

answeredZama’svoicecameonshewascryingand

screamingIsatup



Brian:“I’m cornered”Iheard gun shots Zama

screamedlouderVuyanispanthecarsofastifI

didn’thavemyseatbeltonIwouldhaveflewoutthe

window

Me:“baby”thegunshotswouldn’tstopVuyani

droppedthecall

Vuyani;“moveyourseatandlaydown”

Me:“what’sgoingon”hereachedunderhisseatand

pulledoutagunIfeltlikeshittingmyself“vuyani”

Vuyani:“doasIsaynow!!”

Me:“talktome”

Vuyani:“thisisnotthetimetobestubborndammit

Snenhlanhla”Ididashesaid“putontheheadset”he

threwthematmeIputthemonthemusicfromthe

speakers started pounding in my ear Vuyani

changedlanesfacingthecarsanddrovefasthe

startedshootingacarIhadntevennoticedwas



followingusitflippedoverandwentupinflames

Me:“ohmyGod”

Vuyani:“closeyoureyesanddon’ttakeoutthose

headsets!”Hewentbacktothenormallanewe

finallygottoBrianhiscarwasfilledwithbulletholes

someguyswerewalkingtowardsitVuyanistarted

shootingatthemtheyallwentdownonebyoneall4

ofthem justasMpiloandSiyaarrivedsomeother

carsarrivedshootingwentoneverywheretheywere

shootingatusnowitwasmyturntoscreamloudlyI

feltsharppain

Vuyani:“shitSnebabydon’tdothistome”Ilooked

downmywhiteskirthadturnedredwithblood“baby

please” his voice sounded so far after that

everythingwentblank

PART35UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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Bullets were flying everywhere Vuyanicouldn’t

concentratehetookonelookatSnebleedingand

passedoutnexttohimhestartedthecarsohecan

driveofftothehospitalbutwhenhesawthathis

friendsareoutnumberedhestoppedthecarhegot

offthecarwithhistwogunsandstartedshooting,

Brianwhowashidingoutsidehiscarwithtears

runningdownhisfaceZamawasshoothelookedat

Vuyanitheynoddedateachotherhegotoutbehind

thecarasEthanwaspullingupBrianpulledouthis

twogunsshotswerebeingfiredineverydirectionit

didn’ttakelongforthefewwhohadn’tbeenshotto

driveoffrunningawayleavingVuyaniandhisfriends

behindBrianrantoZamashewasstillpassedout



andgetpulsewasgettingweakerandweaker

Brian:“comeonma’Mgunidon’tdothistomehe

liftedherup”

Siya:“yougotmyfuckingsistershot!!!”

Mpilo:“notthetime”

Vuyani:“I’m outofhereneedtotakeSnetothe

hospital”hegotinhiscaranddroveoff

Brian:“yourcarkeysEthan”heputZamainEthan’s

caranddrovetothehospital

Ethan:“whatdowedoaboutthis”

Siya:“Iamnotgoingtojailforthis”

Mpilo:“stopbehavinglikebitches,callthepolice”

Siya:“what?!”

Mpilo:“Zamawasshotthepolicearegoingtoask

questionsweneedtohavethisreportedafterthatI



canhaveithandles”hetookouthisphone

VuyaniandBrianwerepacingupanddowninthe

hospitalwaitingroom

Vuyani:“I’mgonnafindwhodidthisandtheywillbe

helltopay”

Brian:“hellisaluxury”hepulled hishair“we

shouldn’thavegonethereshedidn’twanttogoin

thefirstplace”

Vuyani:“thiswouldhavehappenedregardlessof

wherewewere”

Brian:“someoneisafterme”

Vuyani:“notjustyouthoseidiotswerefollowingme

aswell”hesatdownfeelinghopelessasfreshtears

randownhisface“shewaspregnant”hewhispered

Brianwalkedovertohim andpulledhim upthey

sharedatighthugbothofthem tryingtofightthe

sobsthatwantedtobreakoutoftheirthroats



Brian:“Zamawillleaveme”

Vuyani:“shewon’tthatgirllovesyou”

Brian:“shehatesillegalthingshowwillIexplainthis

toherwithoutlosingherVuyani”

Vuyani:“therewasnoillegalstaffshewasthereshe

sawthatpeoplejuststartedshootingyourcaryou

didnothingwrong”

Brian:“she’snotstupidVuyaniIcan’tlietoher

becauseitwillmakethingsworse”

Vuyani:“fuck!Wegoingtofindwhodidthistous”

Brian:“Ialreadyhaveaclue”

Vuyani:“who”

Brian:“Sabz”

Vuyani:“hisnotthatstupidhewouldn’tdothistous

hewouldn’tturnagainstus”



Brian:“let’shopeyourightbecauseifithimI’llregret

notputtingabulletthroughhisskullthatnight”

Vuyani:“ifithim heisfuckingdeadIjustlostmy

childanditwillbeonhimnoamountofpowerwill

savehim from meI’llpullouthiseyesrightafter

choppinghimintopieces”

Brian:“it’shim Icanfeelitandhejustmadethe

worstenemies”thetwowerealreadythinkingof

waystomakesabelofeelsomethingclosetothe

amountofpaintheywerefeeling

.
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IwokeupfeelingsomuchpainIopenedmyslowly

thesunwasshiningthroughthewindowVuyaniwas



sittingonthecouchnexttothebedwithhisheadon

thebedIwasinahospitalroomIclearedmythroat

helookedupatmehiseyeswerebloodshotredand

swollen

Vuyani:“Sne”Ipointedtothejarofwater“water?”I

noddedmythroatwassodryitwashurtinghe

pouredthewaterintheglasshelpedmedrinkthe

waterafterIhadsatupIfinishedthewholeglassin

onego

Me:“thankyou”Ilookedathimandstartedcryingas

Irememberedwhathadhappened

Vuyani:“I’msosorrySne”hepulledmetohischest

“I’msosorrylove”

Me:“whathappened?”

Vuyani:“areyouinpain”hemovedbackandstarted

lookingatme

Me:“noI’mnot”



Vuyani:“goodItoldthemtogivesomestrongpain

killers”

Me:“Vuyaniwhathappened?WasIshot?Iwas

bleeding”Ipulledbacktheblanketpulledupthe

hospitalrobebuthepulleditdown

Vuyani:“laydownandrestSnenhlanhlayouwerenot

shot”

Me:“thenwhathappenedtome”helookedaway

“Vuyaniplease”

Vuyani:“youhadamiscarriage”IlookedathimIfelt

likeIhadn’theardhimproperly

Me:“Ididn’tgetthat”Ineededhim torepeatitI

neededtobesurethatmyearsweren’tdeceivingme

Vuyani:“pleasedon’tmakemesayitagainithurts”

tearsstartedflowingfast

Me:“Ineedyoutotellmewhywasoblending



Vuyani”

Vuyani:“youhadamiscarriageyouwere9weeks

pregnant”hefinallylookedatmehewasalsocrying

helookedsofuckinguglyifIwasn’thurtingIwould

havelaughedathim

Me:“Ilostourbaby”henoddedslowlyIletoutasoft

sobheheldmebringingmetohischestIcouldn’t

explaintheamountofpainIwasfeelinglikeIliterally

hadchestpains

Vuyani:“Iam sosorrymyheartpleaseforgiveme

thisisallmyfault”itwasn’thisfaultIwantedtotell

him thatbecauseIdidn’tblamehim butIcouldn’t

wordscouldn’tcomeoutofmymouthIjustkept

sobbing“pleasedon’thatemeSneIwoulddieifyou

walkedoutofmylifeIloveyousomuchplease

forgive”Ijustnoddedandheldontohist-shirt,the

dooropenIheardmymother’svoicebeforeIeven



sawherIgotoutofVuyani’sarms

Me:“daddy”

Dad:“ohAlexia”herushedtomeIcriedlouderwhen

inmyfather’sarmsyesI’m daddy’slittleprincess

willforeverbe“it’sgoingtobeokayyougoingtobe

justfine”

Chris:“whoisthisguy”mybrother’sannoyingvoice

rang in the room ashe asked in myfather’s

languageI’msurehedidn’twantVuyanitohear

Mom:“isthistheguywhomadeyoupregnant”

Dad:“notnowyoutwoifyoudon’thavecomfort

wordsshutup”VuyanikeptlookingatmeIjust

smilednervouslyIknewhecouldn’thearwhatthey

weresayingIknewhewasthinkingoftheworst

Mom:“Idon’twanthimaroundmydaughterMike”

Me:“canwespeakalanguageweallunderstand”I



askedinEnglishmovingfromdad’sstomach

Dad:“don’tbeashamedofwhereyoucomefrom

Alexia”

Me:“I’m notdaddyit’sjustnotfairtoVuyani”dad

wipedmytearsthengavemeasoftpeck

Dad:“howyoufeelingprincess”heaskedinEnglish

Me:“empty”mommovedtowardsmeshegavemea

warm hugthenpulledbackkissedmeallovermy

face

Dad:“yougoingtobejustfineIpromiseyou”

Chris:“sorrylittlesis”hegavemeahugaswell

“everythingisgoingtobeokay”Inoddeddadkept

wipingmytears

Dad:“wespoketoyourdoctoryoubeingdischarged

tomorrow”

Mom:“Ibroughtyouyourjamiesandtoiletriesbut



tomorrowwegoinghome”

Me:“home?”Ineededhertobespecific

Mom:“yeshomewenotgoingtoleaveyouinthis

placeIdon’tevenknow whyyoulikedurbanso

much”

Me:“IamnotgoingtoBeverlyHillsmom”

Chris:“yesyouaremomneedstotakecareofyou

andyouneedtostayawayfromcommonthugs”he

shotVuyanialook

Me:“shutupChristian.DaddypleaseIdon’twantto

go”

Dad:“youneedyourmotherprincess”Vuyaniwalked

outbangingthedoor

Mom:“thisthingdoesn’tevenhavemanners”

Me:“Ilovehimdaddy”

Chris:“likeyouwilllovethenextguythatcomesyour



wayandwantstouseyou”

Dad;“Christianshutupnow!!”Therewassilence

daddywasasweetmanheneverraisedhisvoice

unlessifhisreallyannoyedanditdidn’thappen

oftenhehardlyevergotangryhewasalwayssmiling

Chris:“sorry”

Mom:“comeletsgetyououtofthishideousrobe”

shetookmyhandIgotoffthebedwewalkedtothe

bathroom“haveyoutakenabath”

Me:“Ijustwokeup”

Mom:“showerfirstdon’tforgettowearyourshower

flops”

Me:“okaymom”shewalkedoutItookashowergot

outlotionedaftercleansingmyfaceIputonmy

jamiestiedmyweaveintoaponytailthenwalkedout

mom waswatchingtvdadwasstandingbythe

windowonhisphoneIwentbacktobedIwasn’t



evensore

Mom:“Chriswenttogetyourdoctor”thedoor

openedChrisgotinwithadoctor

Doc:“MsChanghowyoufeeling”

Me:“I’mokay”

Doc:“wellyouareokaywejustneedtokeepyouin

foranobservationbuttomorrowyougoodtogo”

Mom:“won’tsheneedtodoanoperationtoremove

theremains”

Doc:“weperformedavacuumlastnightmrsChang

thereisnotneedforthat”

Dad:“thiswon’taffectherfertilityshewillstillbe

abletohavechildrenandcarrytoterm”

Doc:“noitwon’therwombisperfectlyfineand

healthy”reliefwashedoverdaddy’sface

Dad:“that’sgood”



Doc:“areyoufeelingpain”

Me:“no”

Doc:“okayIguessDrMkhizewasright”

Dad:“whoisDrMkhize”thedoctorlookedatme

Me:“myboyfriend”

Chris:“thatidiotisadoctor”

Dad:“ChristianIsaidkeepyourmouthshut”

Doc:“uhm I’llseeyoulaterwhenI’m doingmy

rounds”shewalkedout

Dad:“areyouhungryAlexia?”

Me:“yes”

Dad:“gobuyyoursisterfoodsomethingthatshewill

eatnowandlaterfordinner”

Mom:“andsnacks”

Chris:“whatdoyouwantAlexia”



Me:“anythingaslongasitnotpizza”

Chris:“okay”hewalkedout

Mom:“let’stalkabouthowyoubreakingupwiththis

guy”

.
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Iopenedmyeyesonlytoshutthemquicklythelight

wastoobrightIopenedthemagainbutslowlyuntil

theyadjustedtothelightIlookedaroundIwasina

hospitalroomitwascoveredinflowersandballoons

Itriedsittingupbutpainshotthroughmybodythe

bathroom dooropenedBriangotoutherantomy

sidewhenhesawIwasup

Brian:“baby”Ijustlookedathimwithtearsrunning



downmyface“ZamaI’msosorry”Iwantedtoturn

andlooktheotherwaybutIwasscaredofthepain

soIjustclosedmyeyes“babysaysomething

please”IshookmyheadIhadsomanythoughts

runningthroughmymindthatshootingaccidentjust

confirmedthatBrianwasshadyIhadbeenturninga

blindeyetoallthesignstheweirdphonecalls,the

money,thehouse,thecarsitwasallinfrontofme

nodoctorcanhavethatmuchmoneyhislifestyle

wastooexpensivebutIkeptthinkingmaybeit’s

becausehisbornintomoney“Iknowyourwheels

areturningandIknow youhavequestionsIwill

answerthem alljustpromisemethatyouwon’t

leavemeZamagcinayouandourkidsareallthatI

have”Iopenedmyeyesandlookedhim helooked

likehehadagedsomuchhisbeardwastoomuch

hiseyeswereredandpuffyhisnosehadturnedpink

hewasstillwearingtheclotheshewaswearingthe



dayoftheshooting

Me:“IwanttobealoneBrian”

Brian:“I’msorrybutthatwillnotbehappening”

Me:“youalmostgotuskilled”heclosedhiseyes

andhistearsdropped“mychildrenalmostbecame

orphansbecauseofyouandyourshadyways”

Brian:“I’msorryIdon’tknowwhathappened”

Me:“ifyougoingtolietomeyoumightaswellshut

up”

Brian:“I’llgocalladoctor”

Me:“youalsoadoctor”

Brian:“youknowwhatImean”hesteppedoutIfelt

likescreamingandhittinghimIwassoangryathim

forputtingbothourlivesindangerwehavebabies

MarcelisnoteventwoandAmeliahasn’teven

turnedonehewasbeingselfishputhisgreedfirst



hedidn’tneedthemoneyhejustwantedmoreof

whathealreadyhadanditwasputtingourlivesat

riskIwasshotneverinmywildestdreamsdidIthink

Icouldeverhaveabulletpenetratemyskin.The

dooropenedhegotinwithadoctor

Doc:“mrsjamesyoufinallyup”

Me:“howlongwasIout”

Doc:“justtwodays”hepressedonsomethingthe

bedrosemakingmesitup“howyoufeeling”

Me:“ithurtswhenImove”

Doc:“that’s because you were shoton your

abdomen,wewereabletogetthebulletout,there’s

nodamagetoyourorgansI’llkeepyouoverforfew

moredaysthenyoucangohealatthecomfortof

yourhouseyouwerereallyluckyallyouwillwalk

awaywithisatinyscaryourwoundshouldhealjust

perfectly”hepointedalighttomyeyeschecking



themout“doyourememberwhathappened?”

Me:“yes”

Doc:“it’stwodaysaftertheaccidentsowhatdayis

it”

Me:“Tuesday”

Doc:“perfectstateyourfullnameforme”

Me:“ZamagcinaJames”hesmiled

Doc:“youonlyfeelpainwhenmoving”Inodded“I’ll

sendanurserovertogivesomemorphine”

Me:“thankyou”

Doc:“maybeDrJamesoverherecanfinallyget

someresthecanuseabath”

Me:“andashave”wechuckledBrianrolledhiseyes

Doc:“IwillseeyoutomorrowmorningMrsJames

I’mdoneforthenight”



Me:“thankyou”IsmiledhewalkedoutassoonasI

lookedatBrianmysmilefellIgotangryagainthat’s

thethingwithmejustbecauseI’mangryatsomeone

itdoesn’tmeaneveryoneelsehastosufferandI

hatelettingpeopleknowBrianandIarefighting

Brian:“sohegetsasmileandIgetafrown”

Me:“notatimetobejealous”hesighed

Brian:“shift”

Me:“Idon’twantyounexttome”

Brian:“shiftZamagcina”IshiftedIgotonthebed

undertheblanketandgentlypulledmetohischest

hearinghisheartbeatwascalmingme“askme

ZamaandIwillanswerhonestly”

Me:“whoshotusandwhy?”

Brian:“SabeloIthinkbecauseIbeathim upandI

shothim alsobecausehisinlovewithyouandhe



probablythinksifI’mdiedyougoingtobewithhim”

myjaw droppedIwassoconfusedandhurtlike

whatthefuckwasthinkinganddidhereallythinkif

hekillsmyhusbandI’llmoveonwithhim

Me:“whereishe”

Brian:“heskippedthecountrybutwewillfindhim

Vuyaniisgoodwithtechnologywejustwaitingfor

him toslipupevenifitmeanswithdrawingmoney

wealreadyfoundtheguywhogavehimnewidentity

soweknowwhatnamehisusing”

Me:“whatareyouBrian?Areyouagangster?”He

breathedout

Brian:“noI’mnot”

Me:“yousaidyouwillanswermehonestly”

Brian:“agangsterisalow lifecriminalbabywe

reposeswedealwithwhitecollarcrimeth..”The

dooropenedthenursergotinshuttingBrianup



Her:“thatbedissmallandshe’shurtDrJames”she

frowned

Brian:“sheneedstobeinmyarmsmorethanshe

needsyourmedicinerightnow”

Her:“areyoucomfortableMrsJames”

Me:“yesthankyou”

Her:“okay”sherubbedmyarm thengavemean

injection“itwillknockyououtsoon”

Brian:“wasn’tshesupposedtoeatfirst”Ididn’thear

herresponseIdozedoff.

.

WhenIwokeupIcouldhearvoicesIopenedmy

eyesmyparentswereintheroom alongwithSiya

andMbalimomwascarryingAmeliaandMarcelwas

sittingondad’slaptheywerewatchingcartoonsI

clearedmythroattheyallturnedtolookatme



Marcel:“mama”hetriedgettingoutofdad’sarms

andhelethim

Me:“hello”Marcelwasalreadystandingbymybed

tryingtoclimbup“bringhimupSiya”

Mom:“hisgoingtohurtyou”

Me:“hewon’tandhewillcryifIdon’ttakehim

pleaseputhimonthebed”Siyadidafterhelpingme

situp

Marcel:“mama”hesmiledbrightlyIgavehimasoft

hugkissedhishead

Dad:“howyoufeelingMagcina”

Me:“I’mokaydad”

Mom:“yougotshotMagcina!”

Me:“I’mokayreally,where’sBrian?”

Mom:“senthimhomeheneededtoatleasttakea

bath”



Mbali:“hewasstartingtosmell”welaughed

Me:“myhusbandcouldneversmell”

Mom:“thepolicearestilllookingfortheguyswho

weretryingtohijackyou”IlookedatSiyahelooked

downweneededtohaveaseriousconversationhe

wasgettingtooclosetoBrianandhisfriendslast

thingIwantedwasmybrotherbeinginvolvedin

whateverisgoingwithBrianandhiswhitecollarshit

thathestillneededtoexplaintome

Dad:“crimeissobadinthisprovince”

Me:“yesitis”IkeptmyeyesonSiyabuthewas

avoidingmeMbalievenpinchedme

Mom:“youneedtoeat”Inodded

Me:“cometomamaAmelia”shewasjuststaringat

mesuckingtwofingers

Mom:“youcan’tcarrythembothZamayouneedto



takeiteasy”

Me:“Ijustwantmybabiesinmyarmsplease”I

openedmyarmsAmeliacametomeIheldthem

bothkissingtheirheads“mamamissedyoutwo”the

dooropenedBriangotincarryingtakeawaypacket

hehadtakenabathevenshaved

Brian:“morningbaby”hekissedmyheadbefore

kissingthekids“Ibroughtyoubreakfastitjust

chickensoupandgarlicbreaddoctorsaidyoucan’t

haveanythinghardfornow”

Me:“thankyouI’mhungry”Mbaliandmomtookthe

kidswhileBrianpulledoverthetrayandputthefood

onitIstartedeatingdippingthebreadinthesoupit

hurttoeatbutIwasstarvingsoIforcedthroughit

Mom:“can’tbelieveyougotshotMagcina”she

brushedmyhair

Me:“pleasedon’tstartcryingmom”



Mom:“IcouldhavelostyouMagcina”hertears

dropped“somuchhasbeenhappeninginyourlife

eversinceyoustartedvarsityyouneedabreak”

Me:“I’mfinemom”

Brian:“wegoingtoDubaiwhenshe’sdonewith

examsjustustwoshereallyneedsabreak”Ilooked

athimbecauseasfarasIwasconcernedwewere

notintherightspaceIwasstillfuckingpissedat

himIdidn’tevenwanthimclosetomeheneededto

givemespacetobeangryandnotforcemeinto

acceptingwhathedoesorforcemeintoforgiving

him

Mom:“that’sgood,wewilltakethekids”

Me:“MbalidoyouwanttogotoDubaiwithmejust

ustwomaybeSnewilljoinus”everyonestaredat

meinshock,IlovedSneshewastoosweetSisipho

wasfriendswithBrian’sexsoIdidn’treallylikeher



butItoleratedherandOnicawastooloudandI

wasn’tusedtoLani

Mbali:“let’stalkaboutitlater”Brianwasclenching

hisjawshewaspissedoff

Brian:“latersoundsgoodtome”Irolledmyeyes

Dad:“areyoutwookay”

Me:“weokaydad”

Dad:“good”

Mom:“sowhenareyoubeingdischarged”

Me:“thedoctorisnotsure,whereisStheandMbiso”

Mom:“atschool”

Me:“Imissthem somuch”wecarriedontalking

Siyawassilentthewholetime

.
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*

IhadcrieduntilIwasoutoftearsdadhadjustleft

theroomhecan’tstandmytearsandheagreedwith

momsayingIneedtobeathome.Hereisthething

myparentshadhousesalloversowebasicallygrew

upallovertheworldbutwhenIstartedhighschool

wesettledinatBeverlyHillssothatwasourmain

homebutwhenIfinishedhighschoolIcamebackto

SouthAfricawenttoUCTbutIalwayslovedDurbanI

don’tknowwhybutIfelthappyindurbanmaybeit

wasbecauseIwasadoptedindurbanunlikeChris

hewasadoptedfrom Congo.Sonowmyparents

weretakingmebackhometherewasnothingIcould

doaboutitbutatleastdadsaidassoonasmom

feelslikeI’vehealedemotionalIyIcancomebackto

durbanVuyanididn’ttakeitlightlyhewaspissedoff

andhurthehatedmyparentswhichdidn’tsitwell



withmebecausetheyalsohatedhim.Ihadn’tseen

himsincethatdaymyparentscametothehospitalI

wasneveraloneafterthatiftheylefttheymadesure

toleaveonofthebodyguardsbehindandtheyhad

strictinstructionstonotletVuyaniclosetomeI

guessthiswasoneofthereasonswhyIhatedbeing

athometherewastoomuchsecuritybutherein

durbannooneknewwhoIwassonoonecared.So

hereIwasinmyfather’sjetlookingoutthewindowI

wasreallyleavingwithoutseeingVuyaniIwasn’t

speakingtoanyoneIjustneededmyVuyanibut

mom wasbeing unreasonable,Ilooked atthe

windowwithtearsrunningdownmyfaceasthejet

tookoffIsilentlysaidgoodbyetoSouthAfricaaswe

disappearedintotheskyIletoutaloudsob

Dad:“don’tcryprincessyouwillforgetabouthim

soon”Ilookedathimindisbelief

Me:“IhateyousomuchIhateallofyou”dadlooked



downlookinghurtmomjustrolledhereyessipping

on herchampagne Chris wasn’teven paying

attention

Dad:“don’tsaythatAlexiayoubreakingmyheart

princess”Iundidmyseatbeltwalkedtobedroom I

justthrewmyselfonthebedandcriedloudlymy

heartwasachingIcouldn’tdescribethetypeofpain

IwasfeelingitfeltlikeIwasleavingmyheartbehind

PART36UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#sne

*

AfterlonghoursintheplanethatIspentsleeping

withdadcuddlingmewefinallyarrivedathomeas

soonasthedriverpulledupbythefrontdoorIgot

outnotwaitingforhim toopenthedoorIwent

straightinthenrememberedIfeltmyhandbaginthe



carIwentbackfounddaddyholdingitwithasmileI

triedsnatchingitfromhimbuthemovedit

Me:“daddy!”

Dad:“havingyouhomewillbegood”hesmiled

Me:“daddyI’mangry”

Mom:“whereisthestaff?Whoisgoingtotakethese

bagsin?”Asiftheyheardtheycameoutrunning

Me:“daddymybagplease”

Dad:“yougoingtogohaveourchocolatecakeand

expressowithme”dadandIhadthisthingthatwe

did wheneverIwas upsetwe would drive to

Starbucks

Me:“yesinthemorning”hegaveittomegivingme

akissedonmyhead

Dad:“IloveyouSne”whenmyparentsadoptedmeI

wascalledSnenhlanhlaandtheydidn’twanttotake



awayeverythingIidentifiedwithsotheykeptthe

name

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”Istoodonmytoeskissedhis

cheek

Mom:“IalsoloveyouAlexiaIknowI’m thehard

parentbutitbecauseIloveyou”Irolledmyeyes

walkedaway“Mike”shewhinned

Dad:“it’sokay”Ilookedatthem beforeclosingthe

doorshewascryingonhischestmom isso

dramatic Iwentup passing Christian on the

staircase

Chris:“stopsulkingyouandIbothknowyoudeserve

better”

Me:“shutupChristian”

Chris:“andwebothknowthatyougoingtomarry

Randy,mrsWangtobe”Randallwasasonofa

familyfriendandbusinessassociateofdadthatI



wassupposedtomarryIgrewupknowingthatI’m

supposedtomarryhimbutthingschangedwhenwe

startedvarsityhewenttostudyinLondonand

nobodyspokeaboutusgettingmarried

Me:“thatwon’thappenifIdon’twantittohappen”

Chris:“itcalledanarrangedmarriageforareason

princess”

Me:“shutupChristian”

Chris:“I’mgettingmarriednextmonthlet’sbet,mom

willstartplanningyourweddingassoonasmineis

over”Ijustwalkedawaygoingtothewestwing

wheremybedroom wasItookoffmyshoesthrew

myselfonthebedthencalledVuyanionFaceTime

Vuyani:“Snenhlanhla”helookedsodown

Me:“youknowit’snotmyfaultVuyani”

Vuyani:“youleftbecauseyouwantedtoSne!”



Me:“I’lldropthecallVuyani”hesighed

Vuyani:“youwantedtogoSnejustadmitit”

Me:“Ididn’twantto”

Vuyani:“youwouldn’thaveleftifyoudidn’twantto

Snethat’sthetruthyounotababydammit!!!”I

droppedthecallIwasnotabouttolistentohim

yellingatmelikeI’m hissonheknewmyparents

forcedme.Hekeptcallingandtextingafterthe5th

calland12thtextIanswered

Me:“yes”

Vuyani:“don’tyou everImean everdo that

Snenhlanhla!Doyouhearme?”Ilookedathim“fuck

Snedon’tmakemegetonaplanerightnowjustto

kickyourass”

Me:“I’dlovetoseeyoutry”

Vuyani:“whydoyouliketomakemeangry.God!You



frustrating”Ibroughtmyeyebrowstogetherpouting

hesmiled“youlookcute”Ismiledback

Me:“Imissyoualready”

Vuyani:“IknowbabyImissyouaswell,howyou

feeling?”

Me:“I’mokaybaby”

Vuyani:“younotinpain”

Me:“nobutmom istakingmetotheOBinthe

morning”

Vuyani:“that’sgoodyouneedtohaveacheckup”

Me:“yeahjustwishIwasthere”

Vuyani:“Iwishyouwerehereaswell”welookedat

eachother“howyoufeelingaboutthebaby?”

Me:“ithinknumb”

Vuyani:“Ifeelnumbtoo.I’msorrymyheartIshould



haveprotectedyoutoo”

Me:“it’sokayit’snotyourfault”

Vuyani:“IfeellikeI’mtooblame”

Me:“whywerethosepeopleshootingatBrian?”He

sighed

Vuyani:“promisemeyouwon’tleavemeifItellyou

this?”

Me:“tellmewhat”

Vuyani:“justpromiseme”

Me:“Ipromise”henoddedthenrubbedhiseyes

Vuyani:“wedothingsthatarenotexactlylegal”I

lookedathim confused“wedoforgerylikeart

forgeryIpaintcopiesofexpensiveartsweswitch

them attheartcentersandsellthem intheblack

market,wedoinsidertradingandcomputerfraud

likewecangetintoanyinformationsystemsand



stealwhateversometimesweusewhatwefoundor

wesellitusuallyweuseitwebasicallydealwith

fraud”mymouthwasjustdry“saysomethingbaby”

Me:“youacriminal”hisbodyslouchedhelooked

down

Vuyani:“I’mnot”

Me:“yesyouare!!That’sbasicallythesamething

Vuyani.Jesus”

Vuyani:“Ijustdon’twantsecretsbetweenus”

Me:“Ishouldsleep”

Vuyani:“rememberyoupromisedyouwon’tleave

me”

Me:“goodnightVuyani”

Vuyani:“IloveyouSnenhlanhla”Inoddedandhung

upIwenttotheshowerjusttookalongshower

tryingtoprocesswhatVuyanijusttoldme.WhatI



knewforsurewasthatIdidn’twantalifewhereIwill

constantlybeonmyfeetthinkingaboutwhenwill

theFedscometoourhousetoarresthimIgotout

oftheshowerwhenmyhandswereallwrinkledI

driedmyskingotinmypjsIwenttobedIhadatext

fromvuyani

*justknowthatmyloveforyouisstillthesameif

notmore,I’msorryyouhadtowitnesstheshooting

butsomethinglikethatwillneverhappenagainandI

wantyoutoknow thatithappenedbecauseof

Sabeloandhisgreed&jealousynotbecauseofwhat

wedoIwouldneverputyourlifeatrisk.I’msorrywe

lostourbabyIwouldneverapologizeenoughfor

thatbutIpromiseyoutoneverletanythinghappen

toyouorthekidswegoingtohave,Iwillprotectyou

and love you with my all.Ilove you Alexia

SnenhlanhlaChangIloveyouwithmyall*

AfterreadingthetextIsenthimareplysayingIlove



you,afterthatIswitchedmyphoneanddriftedoffto

sleep.

.
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Iwokeupinthemorninginbedalonefeelingalittle

exhaustedIdon’tknowwhy,IwasinbedalonebutI

couldheartheshowergoingoffIgotoffthebed

wentinthebathroom foundhershoweringlook

morebeautifulthaneverallnakedmycockgothard

instantlywe’vebeentogetherforsolongbutshe

wasstillholdingoutonmeitbeenalmostayear

withnosexnotevenablow jobitwassohard

especiallywithgirlsthrowingthemselvesatmeif

shewasanyoneIwouldhavecheatedlongtimeago.

Igotintheshowersheturnedsmilingwithherhair

allwetandpushedback



Bella:“morningbaby”

Me:“morningmylove”Iheldherwaistbringingher

closetomeshesmiledandwrappedherarms

aroundmyneckpushingherbreaststomychest

Bella:“sleptwelllove”

Me:“withyounexttomeofcos”wekissedslowly

shepulledbackandgavemeasoftpeck

Bella:“let’sbath”

Me:“okay”weletgoofeachotherfinishedup

bathinggotdressedIputblackskinnyjean,white

longsleevet-shirtIhockedmythumbsonputon

blacksneakersshewaswearingamaxiskirtwitha

bluelongspeccroptopthatshowedoffallhertiny

curvestheweatherwasalittlewindyandcold

Bella:“arewegoingtoeatfirst”

Me:“areyouhungry?”



Bella:“no”

Me:“thenlet’sgo”

Bella:“okay”Iputmywalletinmypocketheldher

handwewentdowntotheundergroundparkingI

openedthedoorforshegotinsmilingIkissedher

cheekbeforegoingtomysideIdroveoff

Bella:“babe”

Me:“mmh”

Bella:“areyousureBethanyisgoingtobefine?”We

weregoingtopickuppennyshewasspendingthe

daywithmewellwithussinceBellawasspending

theweekendatmyapartment

Me:“she’sgoingtobefine”Iwasn’texactlysure

Bethwasunpredictable

Bella:“okay.Can’twaittomeetyourdaughter”I

chuckledtheyhadn’tmetbeforebutBellahadseen



herpictures

Me:“she’sgoingtoloveyou”

Bella:“Ihopeso”Iputmyhandonherthighsheput

herhand on top ofmine then we fellinto

comfortablesilencejustlisteningtothesoundsof

TravisScottthewholewayto Bella’shouseI

punchedthecodethegateopenedIdrovein

Me:“I’llbebackin5”

Bella:“okay”Igotoffthecarknockedoncethen

openedthedoorIcalledforBethasIwalkedfrom

thefoyerintotheloungethemaidcamefrom the

kitchen

Her:“mrJames”

Me:“hi,whereisBeth?”

Her:“upstairs”

Me:“thanks”IwalkeduptoBeth’sroomIfoundher



onthebedwearingmyt-shirtandjustsocks“hey”

shesmiled

Beth:“heyyou”shejumpedoffthebedIbreathed

outshelookedsosexyandIwassufferingfrom

poverty

Me:“I’mhereforpenny”

Beth:“thenannywasgettingherready”

Me:“I’llgocheckherroom”

Beth:“okay”IwalkedoutwithherfollowingmeI

openedthedoortopenny’sroomshewasstanding

infrontofthemirrorlookingatherselfBethandI

laughedquietly

Me:“she’syourdaughter”

Beth:“mylittlediva”

Me:“Penelope”sheturnedandrantomewithafull

smile



Penny:“daddy”Ipickedherupwehuggedshe

kissedmyfaceallover“missedyoudaddy”

Me:“missedyoutooprincess”shesmiled

Penny:“I’mgoingwithyouright”

Me:“yes.Where’sherbagBethany?”Shetookit

Beth:“whenareyoubringingherback?”

Penny:“tomorrowrightdaddy?”

Me:“you want to sleep over?” She nodded

“tomorrowthen”

Beth:“I’llpack gettoiletries”she wentto the

bathroom

Me:“momistreatingyougood”shenodded

Penny:“yesjustmissyou”Ikissedherforeheadshe

smiledmydaughterwassobeautifulshelooked

morelikemymotherwitheverypassingday



Me:“Imissedyoutoopumpkin”shegiggled

Penny:“I’mnotfooddaddy”

Me:“youmyfoodIcouldjusteatyouupallday”I

tickledherstomachshelaughedloudlyBethcame

outwhileshewasstilllaughing

Beth:“allset”

Me:“let’sgo”wewalkedoutIputPennyinthe

backseattookthebagsfrom Bethputthem inthe

bootshewasstandingwithherarmsholdingher

waistpouting

Me:“what?”

Beth:“youintroducingmychildtoyourhoe”Irolled

myeyesandheldherarmpullingherawayfromthe

car

Me:“she’snotahoeshe’smywomantheonly

womanI’vebeenwithsincewedivorcedIloveher



she’sinmylifesoshehastobeinPenny’slife

becauseiseeafuturewithher”

Beth:“nothingbetterhappentomychildTuckeror

theywillbetrouble”

Me:“nothingwillhappenBellaisagoodpersonwith

agoodlovingheart”

Beth:“mxm”sheturnedwalkingawayIgotinthecar

droveoff

Me:“youladiesalreadyintroducedyourselvesto

eachother”

Bella:“yesshe’sPenny”theybothgiggledIsmiled

lookedatmydaughteronthemirrorIdroveoffto

gatewayIgotPennyoutpickedherupthenheld

Bella’shandwewalkedinthemall

Penny:“daddyyougoingtobuymenewtoys”

Me:“ifthat’swhatyouwant”



Penny:“itis”Bellapointedtotoyrus

Me:“afterwedonejustbeforewegohome”

Bella:“okay”wewalkedtowimpyorderedbreakfast

afterbreakfastwewenttowatchamoviewentto

playgamesthenhadlunchafterlunchwewent

boughtsomejunkandtoysdrovebackhomePenny

wastiredshefellasleepinthecarafterparkingBella

carriedherwhileIcarriedtheplasticsandherbags

wentupsheputherinthebedthenwechilledinthe

loungemakingoutwithherontopofmeIpulled

backfromkissingpushedheralittle

Me:“isa”

Bella:“yes”

Me:“whenarewemovingtothenextstepofour

relationship”shelookedatmepuzzledthengotoff

mewesatonthecouchproperly

Bella:“likemakelove”



Me:“yes”

Bella:“yousaidyouwillwait”

Me:“andImeantthatbutbabycomeonitbeenso

longandweoldBellawenotkidsI’veneverhadto

waitthislongit’shardandbeinghardisreally

painfulit’snotniceatall”

Bella:“wellI’monmyperiods”shestoodupwalked

tomyroom leavingmeallconfusedandhornylike

didthatmeanwhenshe’snotonherperiodswe

goingtodoitornotIstoodupandfollowedhershe

waslayingonthebedstaringattheceiling

Me:“babe”

Bella:“mmh”IgotonthebedgettingontopofherI

putmyheadonherbreasts

Me:“I’mnotrushingyoudon’tbeupset”

Bella:“I’mnotupsetbutyouarerushingme”



Me:“I’m notIwassimplyaskingBella.MaybeI

shouldsleepwithsomeoneelse”

Bella:“maybeyoushould”

Me:“I’mjoking”

Bella:“areyouBandile?”

Me:“ofcosIam”shesighedindefeatIlookedupat

her

Bella:“areyougoingtoleavemeoncewestart

havingsex”

Me:“thefuckIsabella?!Iwouldn’tleaveyouIwould

neverleaveIloveyoulikeItrulyfuckingloveyouI’ve

neverlovedanyonethewayIloveyou”

Bella:“youmeanthat”

Me:“witheverythingIam babe”shenoddedwe

kissed

.



#zama
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IhadfinishedmyexamsandIwassosurethatIwas

graduatingnextyeareventhoughmyresultsweren’t

outyetIwasjustsurethatIacedeverything.My

babiesweregoodandgrowingsoinlovewiththeir

daddy,BrianandIweregoodIjustpretendedasifhe

wasnotacriminalitwashardattimesbuthe

promisedtoneverbringhisshithomeandhesatme

downexplainedthewholethingofwhattheydoit

reallydidn’tsoundassomethingdangerousIhadto

beokaywithitIjustdidn’twanttotalkaboutitor

evenacknowledgeit.Theystillhadn’tfoundSabelo

itwassoscarybecausethisonetimeIgotacall

from anunknownnumberlikethecallerIDhadno

numberitjustsaid‘nocallerID’andmebeingmeI

answeredonlytohearSabelo’svoiceontheother

sideofthelineheapologizedthatIgotshotsaid



thathurtingmewasthelastthingthathewantedto

dohewouldneverforgivehimselfforithejust

wantsBrianoutofthepicturesowecanbehappy

hemissesmeandhelovesme,thescariestthing

waswhenhetoldmeIlookgoodinmydressand

withmynaturalhairIstartedcryingbecausethat

meanthewaswatchingandIwasoncampusI

droppedthecallandrantoFezeka’sofficeever

sincethenIdon’tgoanywherebymyselfiteitherI’m

withBrianorI’mwiththisguyhehiredtofollowme

aroundTshepohewascooljustalwaysquietthe

onlytimeIrememberedhewaswithmewaswhenI

wenttoshopshewouldpushtrolleysformerather

thanthathewaslikeashadow.AnywayIwasgoing

toDubaiwithMbaliandSnewasgoingtomeetus

thereshewasstillatherhomewithherparents,

Brianhadnochoicebuttoletmegowiththemand

ofcourseTshepowassupposedtocomewithus.I



wasfinishinguppackingandhewaswatchingme

Brian:“youpackinglotofrevealingclothesZama,

don’tforgetyoumarriedwithtwokids”

Me:“I’malso21”

Brian:“stillmarriedandamotherof2”

Me:“it’saholidayBrianandmostofmyclothes

showskinIdon’tknowwhatyouwantfromme”

Brian:“weshouldhavegoneshopping.MaybeI

shouldgowithyou”

Me:“Brianwealreadyspokeaboutthisitagirlstrip

juststopplease”Ileftmylastsuitcaseafterzipping

itIwenttositonhimhewassittingonthecouch

Brian:“Ijustdon’twantnofuckingindianmacking

onyou”Ismiled

Me:“how?Withthisbigrockonmyfinger”Ishowed

himmyengagementringandmyweddingband



Brian:“nevertakeitout”

Me:“wouldn’tdreamofit”

Brian:“anddon’ttakeoutyourankletithasa

tracker”hehadgivenmeabeautifuldiamondanklet

Me:“Iwon’t”

Brian:“neverleavethehotelwithouttellingTshepo”

Me:“Iknow”

Brian:“listentohim alltimesZamagcinaheknows

whathisdoingithisjobtoprotectyoudon’tmake

hisjobdifficultplease”

Me:“babyIwon’tnowstopyougoingtoage”he

smiledshakinghishead“canIgetaquickybefore

werushfortheairport”Iaskedmovingmywaistin

circleskissinghisneck

Brian:“doyouevenhavetoask”heheldmywaist

andstoodupmademelayonthecarpetourquicky



turnedintotwoslowlovemakingroundsafteritwe

tookashowerandhadasteamyquickyinthe

shower,wegotoutIgotdressedingraynike

sweatpantswithamatchingsweaterandmyall

blackairmaxItiedmyweaveinamessybun

Me:“I’mdonebaby”

Brian:“okayeveryoneiswaitingdownstairs.Look

ZamaIgot3otherguystogowithyou”Ithrewmy

handsintheairinirritation

Me:“isthisreallynecessaryMonwabisi?I’mnotthe

fuckingFirstLady”heheldmywaistmybody

crushedtohis

Brian:“youmyFirstLady,yesit’sneccessarybaby

sabeloisunpredictablerightnow wetookallhis

cashhehasnothingtolosepleaseiteitheryoudon’t

gooryouleavewiththeseguys”

Me:“whateverjusttakecareofmybabies”he



chuckledandkissedme

Brian:“theymybabiesaswellofcourseIwilltake

careofthem”wekissed

Me:“I’mgoingtomissmyflight”

Brian:“youtakingthejet”

Me:“whatjet”

Brian:“myjet”

Me:“youhaveajet?!Ofcosyouhaveajet.Whythe

fuckam Isurprised?”Hewasjustsmiling“Brian

whatelseareyouhidingfromme?”

Brian:“nothing…..OhwehaveahouseinCapeTown

it’sabeautifulbeachhouseI’lltakeyoutheresoon”

Me:“howrichareyou?”

Brian:“filthy”Ishookmyheadsmiling“come”Iwent

tokissmybabiestheyweresleepingthenwewent

downstairspullingmy4pieceLouisVuittonluggage



Ionlypackedfor2weekswewentoutsideIfound

someguystalkingandlaughing

Brian:“gents”

Them:“boss”

Brian:“loadthisinthecar”theytookthesuitcases

BrianandIgotinhiscaranddroveoffwiththeguys

drivingbehinduswegottoMbali’sapartmentI

calledhershecamedownstairswithSiyaoneofthe

guystookMbali’ssuitcasesloadedtheminthecar

whileMbaliandSiyagotinwithusSiyahasbeen

avoidingmesincethehospitalbutIknewhewasin

Brian’sshadybusinessesMbalitoldmeandBrian

confirmedplusIheardthemtalkingaboutthetender

theyhadjustreceivedtorepairN2bystanger

Me:“Siyabonga”Brianshotmealookanddroveoff

Siya:“littlesis”

Me:“youdon’tlovemeanymore”



Siya:“Iloveyoumorethanlifeitself”

Mbali:“hayibabywhataboutme”welaughed

Siya:“differenttypeofloveMbaliyothandostop

beingjealous”

Mbali:“jealousorcrazy”

Mbali&I:“holduptheydon’tloveyoulikeIloveyou

slowdowntheydon’tloveyoulikeIloveyoubackup

theydon’tloveyoulikeIloveyou”wesang

Brian:“let’sleavethesingingtoprofessionals”

Mbali:“don’tevenstartwithmeBrianIalmostwon

idols”

Siya:”almost?”

Mbali:“yeahIjustdidn’tgototheauditions”we

laughed

Me:“that’scrazy”



Mbali:“andI’msoserious”Ilookedatherlaughing

Me:“youseriousboo”

Mbali:“deadlybooNomahasgotnothingonme”we

drovetothisprivateairporttalkingaboutstupid

things

Brian:“pleasebecarefulandhavefun”

Me:“Iwillbaby”

Brian:“I’llmissyou”

Me:“itjusttwoweeks”

Brian:“soyouwon’tmissme”Igiggledwrappedmy

armsaroundhisneck

Me:“I’llmissyou”wekissedforaverylongtime

whenwepulledaparteveryonewasalreadyinthe

planeSiyawasintheothercardrivingaway

Brian:“yougoteverythingyouwillneed”



Me:“yes”hetookmyhandwebothgotinthejethe

mademesitdownonthechairoppositeMbalidid

mybeltthenkissedme

Brian:“yougirlshavefunoryt”

Mbali:“yesdaddyBrian”

Brian:“shutup”wegiggledBriankissedmeagain“I

loveyouma’Mguni”

Me:“Iloveyoutoomyhusband”

Brian:“gentswealreadyspoke”henoddedatthem

thenwalkedoutthejet

Mbali:“thisiskillinghim”

Me:“Iknow”thehostesscametousandgaveus

drinksafter5minuteswetookoff

Mbali:“to havingfuninDubai”weclickedour

champagneglasses

Me:“toDubai”wetooksips



Mbali:“tothinkjust3yearsbackweweredatingSbo

andBandilebutlookatusnowflyingDubaiona

privatejet,youmarriedwithkidsandmedatingthe

mostlovingguywhohappenstobemoniedandwho

isyourbrother”

Me:“wesisters”

Mbali:“alwayshavebeenfromdayone”

Me:“youmydayone”

Mbali:“we’veevensharedadick”Ilaughedspitting

mydrinktheyguysalsolaughed

Me:“that’snotfunnyMbali!”Shewassmiling

Mbali:“it’sthetruthandyougottalaughaboutthese

thingshoney”Ijustshookmyheadsmiling“didItell

youSiyaputatrackeronme”

Me:“onyou?”Sheshowedmeherbracelet“ohI

haveittoo”



Mbali:“it’sabitextreme,don’tyouthink?”

Me:“thisisextreme”Ipointedtotheguystheywere

sittingbehindusplayingcardswhilehavingscotch

Mbali:“yeahandSiyagavemethewholespeech

aboutlisteningtothem lettingthem protectus

lettingthemdotheirjobwithnohustle”Ichuckled

Me:“Igotthesamespeech”welaughed

Mbali:“whattimeisSnegettingthere”

Me:“shesaidshewillarrivebeforeuswewillfind

heratthehotelshedidn’tsaythetimethough”

Mbali:“wherearewebooked?”

Me:“penthouseatJumeirahZabeelSarayRoyal

Residences”

Mbali:“soundsfancy”

Me:“itlooksfancyontheinternetVuyanibookedit

hisbeentherebefore”



Mbali:“ait”IrollmyeyesIhatethiswordandshe

knowsit.

Bythetimewearriveatthehotelit’smiddayIfeel

agitatedmorethananythingandIalreadymissBrian

I’mstartingtoregretmakingthisagirlstripIfeellike

Ishouldhavejustcamewithmyhusband.Wewere

takentothepenthousetheguysweregoingtostay

onthefloorbelowthepenthousesoaftergettinginI

screamforSne

Sne:“I’mcoming”

Me:“Godit’sbeautiful”

Mbali:“absolutely!”Snecomestoussquealingwe

hadagrouphugjumpingalittle

Sne:“can’tbelievewehereI’vemissedyoutwo”we

huggedagain

Mbali:“youupandleftusbehindthat’swhy”



Me:“Ineedthebed.Wherearethebedrooms?”

Sne:“upstairs.Ithas5bedroomsIalreadychoose

mine”wegoupstairswiththe3oftheguyspulling

oursuitcasesTshepowaslookingaround

Me:“IgetthemasterbedroomsinceI’mmarried”we

laughed

Mbali:“yourhusbandisnotevenhere”

Sne:“theroomsareallthesamesize”wechoose

ourroomsthentheguysleft

Me:“I’mgoingtosleepalittlewedrankalotonour

wayhere”

Mbali:“metoo”

Sne:“okayladies I’llbook forus atthe roof

restaurantit’sbeautifulwegoingtohavedinner

there”

Me:“okay.TellVuyaniwe love the place it’s



beautiful”shegigglednodding

Mbali:“whenlastdidyouseehim?”

Sne:“3weeksbackwespentaweekinParismy

parentshaveahousethere”IsmiledSne’sparents

couldn’tkeepthemapart.

IthourslaterwhenI’m wokenupbyasoftknockI

gotoffthebedwenttothedooritwasTshepo

Me:“hi”hewasjuststaringatmybreastsIpulledup

mypjtopheclearedhisthroat

Him:“sorrysosorry”

Me:“it’sokay”

Him:“Briansayschangeyoursimhewantstotalkto

you”

Me:“okaythankyou”henoddedandwalkedawayit

wasalreadylateanddarktheroomhadsomelight

onbecausethewallswerejustglassIchangedthe



simthencalledhim

Brian:“james”

Me:“it’smrsjames”hechuckled

Brian:“youpromisedtocallassoonasyouland”

Me:“I’msorryloveIwastired”

Brian:“how’sthehotel?BecauseIknowit’stheonly

thingyou’veseen”Igiggled

Me:“it’sbeautifulVuyanioutdidhimself”

Brian:“okaylove”someoneknockedIshoutedcome

initwasSne

Sne:“weleavefordinneritanhour”

Me:“dowedressup?”

Sne:“yes.Heels”Inoddedsheleft

Brian:“don’tdrinktoomuch”

Me:“Idrinkalotnowhey”



Brian:“yesyoudobutitcomeswiththeageIjust

don’tlikeyoudrinkingwhilearoundothermen”

Me:“I’lljusthaveaglassortwoofwine”

Brian:“okaylovegogetready”

Me:“Kissmybabiesforme.Iloveyou”

Brian:“Iloveyoutoo”Ihungwenttotakeaquick

coldshowergotoutIopenedmysuitcaseslooked

forsomethingtowearIsettledforagrayhighwaist

tightfittingskirtwithamatchinglongsleevesee

throughcroptopandblackanklestrapheelswhenI

wasdoneItookmyblacksmallcornerhandbag

walkedoutgoingdownstairsIfoundthegirlsalready

dressedhavingwinewiththeguysstandingbythe

doorwaitingforustoleave

Me:“wecanleaveladies”

Mbali:“aboutdamntime”she’salittletipsyIdon’t

know whatwashappening to usbutwewere



drinkingalotitwaslikealcoholwasourescape

routefromsomethingthatwewerenotevenaware

of.Thedrivetotherestaurantwasn’tlongwegot

theretookaliftallthewaytothe27thfloorwegot

out

Sne:“reservationfor7underChang”

Hostess:“withthe2tables”Snenodded“rightthis

wayMsChang”weweredirectedtoourtableswith

theguyshavingtheirowntablealittlefarfromus

Mbali:“thisplaceisbeautiful”anditwasthewhole

thingwasglasseventheroofandthestarslooked

amazing

Me:“indeed”

Sne:“let’sgetsomealcohol”wegiggledIcouldsee

Tshepostaringatmefromthecornerofmyeye

Mbali:“Isaw themallonlineandIwishitwas

tomorrow already”hereyesweretwinklingwith



excitement

Us:“shopping!!!”Welaughedaspeoplelookedatus

Me:“soratchet”Ilovedthesegirls

.

Wehadspentthemostamazingweektogetherjust

the3ofuspartying,eating,shoppingandsight

seeingIspentsomuchmoneyIwasevenashamed

everynightI’dFaceTimeBrianthinkinghisgoingto

commentaboutthemoneyIhadspentduringthe

daybutheneverdid.Wehadanotherweekbefore

gettingonthejetbackhome.IscreamedwhenI

wokeupandfeltsomeone’shandsaroundmywaist

Iheardhim chuckleIturnedonlytobemetbymy

husband’sbeautifuleyesandsmile

Me:“youhere”

Brian:“Imissedyou”Ismashedmylipsonhisit

didn’ttakelongforhimtobebetweenmylegsand



pounding me hard. After we both climaxed

screaming how much we loved each otherhe

collapsedontopofme

Me:“yousoheavy”

Brian:“it’smusclesbabyandyoulovemymuscles”

hepulledoutandgotoffme

Me:“nowI’mstarving”

Brian:“let’sgogetsomefood”wegotoffthebedI

putonmypjswhileheworehis

Me:“whendidyougethere?”

Brian:“early in the morning”we wentto the

bathroombrushedourteethandwashedourfamily

afterthatwewentdownstairsIjustsmiledwhenI

sawVuyaniandSiyatheywerealleatingbreakfast

outsidethebalcony

Me:“youseeyoualldecidedtocrashourtrip”



Brian:“wemissedourwoman”heheldmywaist

bringingmecloserwekissedIpulledbackwhenhe

startedtoliftmeupgrabbingmyass

Me:“let’sjointheothers”heheldmyhandwewent

out“morningfam”

Them:“hey!”

Vuyani:“youwokeeveryoneupwithyourscreaming

Zama”

Siya:“stillmylittlesisterVuyani”

Brian:“andmywife”

Mbali:“whohejustfuckedherbrainsout”Ithrewa

dicedcucumberathershelaughed

Siya:“again!!She’sstillmylittlesistersocanwenot

speakaboutherdoingit”Ijustgiggled

Sne:“how doyouthinkAmeliaandMarcelwere

made”



Siya:“God!”Hesighedindefeatwealllaughedi

snugglesclosertoBrianonthecouchhekissedmy

headwecontinuedeating

Me:“haiboBrianwhodidyouleavemychildren

with?”

Vuyani:“womanoftoday!Shegoesacrosstheworld

andleaveyoutolookafterthebabies”

Sne:“there’snothingwrongwiththatithisbabiesas

well”

Mbali:“true”

Brian:“Idroppedthemoffatyourparent’shouse”he

kissedmyneck“weshouldtryforourlastbornnow”

Me:“weshould”Ilookedathimhelookedsurprised

Iknowhewasn’texpectingmetojustagreebutI

alsoknowthathisgettingoldandIstillwantone

morebabyIdon’twanthim runningafteratoddler

whenhis50



Brian:“I’mseriousZamagcina”

Me:“metoo.I’llstoptakingtheinjectionaftermy

graduationceremony”hesmiledasifhisaccount

justgotabillion

Brian:“okay”hewhispered“onemoregirl”

Me:“yes”weturnedandjoinedtheothersinwhat

theyweretalkingabout

Vuyani:“wegoingtothedesert”

Sne:“nowaybaby”hesmiled

Vuyani:“alreadyarrangedeverythingitgoingtobe

nicewewillcomebacktomorrow”

Me:“weblack!Wedon’tsleepoutside”

Mbali:“Iamnotgoing”

Siya:“wegoingitgonnabefine”

Brian:“absolutely”the3ofthem laughedwhilewe



staredattheminirritationandfear

.
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It’sbeenaweeksinceIcamebackfrom Dubai

whereIhadthemostamazingtwoweeksbutit’s

brokemyheartwhenIwatchedthem gettingin

Brian’sjetasIgotinmyfather’swewentour

separateways.I’vebeentalkingtodadaboutgoing

backtodurbanjusthekeptbrushingmeoffuntilhe

saidI’llgobackafterthenewyearandIdidn’tmind

becausewewerealreadyinDecember.Iwasinmy

room justgoingoverInstagram Iwascommenting

onapictureZamahadjustuploadedofhernewAudi

R8itwasthesameasBrian’sitwasagiftfromBrian

simplytothankherforbeinghiswifetherewas

anotherpictureofboththeircarsparkedtogether



herswrittenmrsjamesandhismrjamesonthe

numberplatewhenmybedroomdooropenedmom

gotin

Me:“thedooristhereforareasonmomtoknock”

Mom:“it’smyhouse”Irolledmyeyes

Me:“Ithinkit’stimeIwenttomyhouse”she

frowned

Mom:“Ilovehavingyouhome.Icametoremindyou

thattheguestsarearrivingintwohoursfordinner

youknowhowtheWangfamilyiswithpunctuality”

wewerehavingdinnerwithRandal’sfamilyitscared

mealittlemybrotherwasnowmarriedtoChristina

Leeadaughterofabusinessassociateofdad’sit

wasalsoanarrangedmarriage

Me:“doIhavetogoIcaneatupheretheywon’t

evenknowI’minthestate”

Mom:“don’tbeaspoiltbrat,wearthatValentino



dressIboughtforyouyesterday”

Me:“okay”shestoodupwalkedtothedoor

Mom:“allwedoisinyourbestinterest”shewalked

outIfinishedbrowsingthroughInstagramIwentto

takealonghotshowergotoutwenttothecloseti

lotionedputunderwearIgotdressedintheblackv

neckshoulderoffrightfittingdressmymouth

boughtitithadmediumsleeveandwasjustbelow

thekneesIpaireditwithmaroongladiatorankle

heelsIbrushedmyweaveleftitlosethenjustputon

darkpurplelipstickandmascaraItookmyphone

walkeddownstairstothefirstfloorwhereIfoundmy

familyaroundentertainingRandall’sfamilyinthe

loungehavingdrinks

Mom:“princessyoufinallydown”

MrsWang:“wewereabouttosendasearchpartyfor

you”Ismiled



Me:“sorry”IwentoutaroundgivingthemhugsChris

andhiswifeweresittingonthecouchtogether

actingliketheyinlovewhenIfinallygottoRandall

hestoodup

Randall:“Alexiait’sbeenaminute”okayRandallwas

gorgeoustallandalittletonedalwayshadatan

becausehisskinwasalittlepalebuthehad

beautifulsmalleyesandthinpinkishlipshishair

wasalwayscutneatlyhismom wasfrom Russia

andhisdadfromnorthKorea

Me:“yesithas”wehuggedawkwardly

Randall:“youlookgorgeousasalways”wewerenot

attractedtoeachotherIwasnothistypeatallI

wentthroughhisInstatimelinehewasintoskinny

blondes

Me:“thankyou”Imovedfromhimwenttositnextto

daddy,momfrowned



Dad:“youokayprincess”

Me:“yesdaddy”hekissedmyheadRandalljust

stoodthereawkwardlyuntilhisdadtoldhim tosit

downmakingChrischucklealittlewhilelaterthe

cheftoldusdinnerwasreadysowewenttothe

diningroom sataroundthetablewestartedeating

whilelisteningtomom andmrswanggooverand

overaboutstupiduselessthingsIjustzonedoutand

thoughtaboutmymanIcouldn’twaitforthedinner

tobeoversoIcangoFaceTimehim.Iwasbrought

backbyacoldhandtouchingmyexposedbackI

lookedatRandallwiththatwhatthefucklook

Randall:“mom istalkingtoyou”Ilookedather

noticedthateveryonewaslookingatme

Me:“sorry”

MrsWang:“it’sokay.AsIwassayingIspoketoVera

shehasagreedtodesignyourdress”



Me:“mydress?”

Her:“yessweetyyourweddingdressitfinallythe

timewe’vebeenwaitingfor”Igaveherapuzzled

look“yourparentshadnotspokentoyou?”

Me:“daddy?”

Mom:“yourwedding princessto Randallwe’ve

alreadystartedwiththeplans”Ilookedatthis

womanandaskedmyself,doessheevenknowhow

crazyvuyaniis?Doessheknowhewillbringthis

housedown?Somebodypleasetellheraboutthe

crazyzuluguycalledVuyaniMkhize

PART37UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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Ilookedatdadhekepthiseyesawayfromme



Mom:“sheknowswe’vespokenaboutitandshe

alwaysknew”

MrsWang:“goodbecausetheinvitationcardsare

out”Ifeltlikerunningtomyroom soIcancrymy

eyesoutlikehowcanmomdothistome

Randall:“areyouexcitedAlexia?”Heputhishandon

mythighandlookeddownonmewithasmile“I’m

excited,can’twaittomakeyoumywife.Wegoingto

besohappy”Idon’tknow whohewasfooling

becausewebothknewthatwewerenotgoingtobe

happy.IjustsmiledandcontinuedeatingonethingI

don’tdoandcouldneverdoisdisrespectmyparents

orembarrassmyparentsinfrontofotherpeople

Mom:“theplansaregoingonsowellAbdulisjust

thebest”Abdulwasanhighstatuseventplannerthe

guywasgayisalittletooextraforme

MrsWang:“wemeetingwithhimtomorrowAlexia”



Me:“okay”wefinisheddinnerwhilelisteningtomom

andmrswanggoonandonabouttheweddingand

howRandallandIneedtomeetupwithLucyareal

estateagentthatwasworkingfordadandstart

lookingforahouse.Afterdinnerweallhaddrinksit

wasfineIwasinmylittlecornerpretendingtobe

interestedintheconversationuntilmomopenedher

bigmouth

Mom:“whydon’tyoutwotakeadrive”

MrsWang:“that’sagoodidea,rememberhowyou

twousedtolikegoingatJohnny’sforicecream

everynightontheweekends”

Randall:“stillloveyouricecreamsAlexia?”

Me:“I’mreallyfull”

Dad:“goonprincessyouhaven’thadJohnny’sfor

ages”

Mom:“youknowshestoppedwhenRandallmoved



toLondonshesaiditwasn’tfunanymore”Randall

chuckledraisinganeyebrow.Yesheusedtobemy

crushbackinhighschooleverygirlhadacrushon

himatschool

Randall:“let’sgo”hetookmyhandandpulledmeup

wewalkedoutwithmyhandonhis“thedriverdrove

ushere,canwetakeyourcar?”

Me:“ohokayletmegetthekey”

Randall:“tellmewhereitis”

Me:“myroom”

Randall:“waitinthegarage”heranupIwentoutto

thegaragestoodbymycarIlikedrangroverhenceI

hadtwo,onehereandoneatmyplaceIjustlikedbig

carsingeneralIthinkithassomethingtodowithmy

weightIdon’tfeelcomfortabledrivingasmallcar

I’vedrivenVuyani’sMaseratiandtheR8it’spowerful

butit’sjustnotme,Vuyaniistheoppositeofmehe



likessmallfastcarsheonlyhasonebigcartheJeep

and3smallcars.Imissedhim justthinkingabout

thecarsmademewanttobewithhimIalsoneeded

tospeaktomydadaboutthisbecauseIwasnot

goingtomarryRandallIloveVuyanihemakesme

happyasmuchashisfrustratingandcontrollingI

stilllovehim asmuchaswearguealotIstilllove

him.Webothstubbornandhardheadedandwe

wantthingtogoourwaywhichiswhywearguealot

butourargumentsneverlastwecan’tstaymadat

eachotheranhouristoolongandhealwayscracks

first.IwasstilllostinmythoughtwhenIfeltcold

lipsonminewemovedback

Me:“whatyoudoing?!”Hesmiled

Randal;“I’vebeentryingtohelpyousnapoutofyour

thoughts”

Me:“youdidn’thavetokissme”



Randal:“youusedtolikeitwhenIkissedyou”

Me:“wewerekids”

Randal:“let’sgo”heopenedthedoorformeIgotin

hewentinhissideanddroveoffinsilenceuntilwe

gotJohnny’swegotacornertableafterfillingupour

bowlswithicecream

Me:“mmhhaven’thadthisinyears”Iclosedmy

eyes

Randal:“areyouseeinganyone”

Me:“yeahVuyanihisbackinSouthAfricaIlovehim

withmyallandyou?”

Randal:“noIlefteverythinginLondonmylifeishere

nowwithyou”

Me:“wecan’tgetmarriedRandalyouhavetospeak

toyourparentsI’llspeaktomineIfinallyfound

someonewholovesmetrulywitheverythingthathe



hasandhetreatsmelikeaqueenhiseyesnever

leavemeandheonlyseesme”

Randal:“Ican’tAlexiaI’msorrybutIalsowantthis

weddingtohappenImessedupbeforeandIhurt

youIknowthatbutI’mherenow.Weknewwewere

goingtogetmarriedfromthetimewewereinjunior

highandnowthetimeishereI’m readyIwantto

makeyouhappy”

Me:“youtookmyvirginityandleftthestate”

Randal:“butI’m backnow andI’m heretomake

thingsright”

Me:“Idon’twanttomarryyouandyouintoskinny

blondesnowwellyouwerealwaysintothem soI

can’t”

Randal:“butI’m herenow marryingyoulet’snot

bringthepastintothisandI’dsuggestyoucutall

tieswiththisvuwhateverguyyouseeing”



Me:“thatwon’thappenjustlikeIwon’tmarryyou”he

smiled

Randal:“yourparentsreallykeptyouinthedark

didn’tthey?”

Me:“whatdoyoumean?”

Randal:“ourengagementpartyisonChristmas

that’snextweekandtheweddingisonthe3rdof

Jan”Istoodupgrabbedmycarkeysfromthetable

andwalkedoutfastIwasabouttodriveoutwhenhe

gotinIdroveoffinaspeed“slowdownAlexiaIdon’t

wannadiefewweeksfrommywedding”

Me:“can’tbelieveyou’veturnedintosuchaselfish

stupidsonofabitch”

Randal:“youinsultingmymotherAlexiadon’tpiss

meoff”

Me:“fuckingbullshit!I’m notmarryingyouRandal

believemeyoudon’twanttomarrymeaswell.My



boyfriendisagangsterwithafuckinggunandhe

canuseitwellI’veseenhimuseityoudonotwant

togetonhisbadsideandoncemoreIam not

marryingyou”

Randal:“youjusttryingtoscaremeyoutoosmartto

getinvolvedwithlowlivesandwhatyoujusttoldme

isevenmoreofareasonwhyyoushouldcutallties

withhim.AlexiawegettingmarriedandIwillnot

havemywifeassociatedwithghettopeopleandyou

nevergoingtoSouthAfrica”Islammedthebreaks

hardhehithisfaceonthedashboard“whatthefuck

Alexia”hisnosewasbleedingIdroveagain

Me:“I’mnotthatlittleinsecurefatgirlwhousedto

worshipyouandfollowyouaroundanymoreRandal

youwilldefinitelynottellmewhattodoandIsure

ashellwillnotmarryyou”

Randal:“ithinkyoubrokemynose”



Me:“don’tbeasissy”thesecurityopenedthegate

whenhesawmycarIdroveinparkedinthegarageI

wentstraighttomyroom lockedthedoorIthrew

myselfonthebedandjustwailedIcriedasif

someonewasdead.

.

IguessIfellasleepwhilecryingbecauseIwas

wokenupbyaknockitwasalreadythefollowing

morningIwasstillinmydressandheels

Me:“I’m coming”Iwenttoopenitwasdadwith

breakfast“Idon’twanttotalktoyouoranyoneand

I’mleaving”Itriedclosingthedoorheputhisfeeton

thedoorblockingitandgotin

Dad:“youalwayswerestubbornevenasababygo

getoutofthatdressandbrushyourteeth”Ilooked

athim “nowSnenhlanhla!”Iwenttothebathroom

tookoffmydressthrew itinthelaundrybasket



brushedmyteethwashedmyfacethenwenttothe

closetIputont-shirtandsweatpantsdadwas

seatingbythebalconyIwenttojoinhimwestarted

eating

Dad:“Iknowyouhateus,Iknowyouthinkwedoing

youwrongandyoufeelasifwebeingunfairtoyou”

Me:“youaredaddy!”

Dad:“don’teverraiseyourvoiceatmeI’mnotyour

friend.AmIclear?”

Me:“yessir”

Dad:“youwillmarryRandalandheisgoingtomake

youhappyit’swhatbestsforeveryone”

Me:“everyonebutme”

Dad:“noit’sbestforyouaswell,hewilltreatyou

rightandyouwillbehappybelievemeIam your

fatherIknowwhat’sbestforyou”



Me:“Idon’tlovehimdadIloveVuyaniIwanthimI

needhimhemakesmehappydadifyouforcemeto

marryRandalIwillrunawayI’llflytodurbanandI

willnevercomebackhereyouwillloseme”

Dad:“youwillchoosethisboyyouhaven’tevenbeen

datingforyearyouwillchoosehim andwalkaway

fromyourparentsyourfamily”Ilookeddown

Me:“Ilovehim”

Dad:“soyouchoosetodisappointusyourparents,

youwillembarrassustothewholesociety.Youwill

drag oursurname and its reputation down a

reputationthatIworkedbloodandsweatbuilding.

YouwillbreakmyheartallofthisforthatboyAlexia,

isthatwhatyoutellingme?”Iwipedmytears

Me:“Ithoughtyoulovedmedad”

Dad:“andIdoprincesswithallofmyheartyoumy

daughtermyonlydaughterthisiswhat’sbestfor



you”

Me:“yougivingmeawaylikeabusinesstransaction”

mytearswouldn’tstopfalling

Dad:“noI’mgivingyoutoayoungbrightcaringand

lovingmanwhowillbuildyouahomeandkeepyou

warm&happy”

Me:“Idon’twanttomarryhimIdon’tlovehim”

Dad:“youwilllearntolovehim”Ishookmyhead“I

loveyouAlexiabelievemeIloveyouwitheverything

thatIam”hestoodupandwalkedoutIwentbackto

bedgotunderthecoversandjustcriedmyselfto

sleepagain.

.

#zama

*

IwaswokenupbyMarcel,Ameliaandtheirdad



bouncingonthebedwellAmeliakeptonfallingbut

shecouldn’tstoplaughing

Marcel:“firstchrissmas mama”Ichuckled he

couldn’tpronounceChristmas

Me:“yesitisbaby”itwasthefirstChristmasthat

Brianwasgoingtospendwithourkidswewere

havingahugelunchmyfamilywasalsocomingover

hisparentswerealreadyheretheygothere3days

backwithMansonwhowasgoingtostaybehind

withfezekaandbayandatheyweregoingtomovein

theynewhousesoon

Brian:“merryChristmasma’Mnguni”

Me:“merryChristmasmyhusband”hefellonthe

bedandbouncedalittleAmeliaquicklygotontopof

him

Amelia:“ississdada”shestartedkissinghischeek

repeatedly



Brian:“Igotpresents”Ameliagotoffhimcrawledon

thebedgoingtoMarcelwhowasstilljumping

Me:“metoo.evenforyousomethingtinywithstring

andlaceplushandcuffswithblindfoldsinceyou’ve

beenanaughtyboy”hissmilewentwide

Brian:“istherepain?”Igigglednodding

Me:“flogger”Iwhisperedhegroaned“you’vebeen

reallynaughty”Iwhisperedinhisearbitingithard

Brian:“fuck”hehissedcausingmetogiggleAmelia

lookedatuswithhergreeneyes

Me:“wegotkidsinherebehave”

Brian:“it’syourfaultnowI’mreallyhard”

Marcel:“what’sharddada?”

Brian:“uhm…”Ijustlaughedgettingoffthebed

“Zama!”

Me:“dadaexplain”Iwenttothebathroom washed



myfacethenbrushedmyteethigotout

Brian:“yousuchanevilass”

Me:“youlovemyevilass”Iputonarobe“let’sgo

openpresents”IpickedupMarcel,Briangotoffthe

bedandcarriedAmeliashewassuckingonhertwo

fingersitbotheredmeandIneededtodosomething

aboutitbecauseitwaseithershe’ssuckingonthem

orshe’ssuckingonapacifierbutshehadtohave

somethinginhermouth.Wegotdownstairswentto

theloungewewerehavingwhiteChristmaswesat

nexttothetreeandstartedopeningpresentsBrian

kepttakingpictureshisparentsjoineduswith

Mansonafteropeningthem Iwenttostartmaking

breakfastwhileSethuwasfeedingthekidsBrianand

hisdadwerehavingIrishcoffee

Sethu:“smellsgoodinhereI’mstarving”shetooka

sausagefromtheplate



Me:“I’malmostdone”

Sethu:“Whattimeisyourmothercoming”

Me:“theyshouldbeontheirway”momandBrian’s

mom weregoingtocooklunchIwasjustgoingto

helpout

Sethu:“okayIhadagoodrest”

Me:“Zaclookswelltoo”

Sethu:“yeahthemedicationisworkingsowebeing

hopefuljustwishhewouldstayawayfromhisIrish

coffee”Ichuckled

Me:“helikesitlikeBrianlikeshiscognac”we

laughed

Sethu:“alcohol”Ismiledsetupthefoodaroundthe

counterweweregoingtoeatthere“I’llgocallthem”

shewentoutcamebackwiththem westarted

eating



Brian:“thankyoubaby”hekissedmycheekIlooked

upathimsmilingandmouthedIloveyou“Iloveyou

toohoney”Iwassoinlovewithhim andhemade

mesohappy.Myfamilycamejustaswewere

finishingupbreakfastweallexchangedgreetings

thenIwenttobathmybabiesSthewaswatchingme

Sthe:“youchildrenlooklikeyourhusband.Arethey

alsonotblack?”Ichuckled

Me:“theyareblack”

Sthe:“theydon’tlooklikeusMagcina”

Me:“Idon’tknowSthembile”Ialsodidn’tunderstand

whytheylookedlikehimsomuch

Sthe:“itjustweird”

Me:“whatyouknowaboutweirdthings”shegiggled

rollinghereyes

Sthe:“I’mnotababyIknowthings”



Me:“doesdadknowthatyouknowthings”

Sthe:“yesI’msmart”

Me:“shisamisssmart”shedustedoffhershoulders

welaughedaftergettingthekidsdressedItook

themdownstairs“let’sgobath”IwhisperedtoBrian

he nodded Ilefthim wentup straightto the

bathroom Ifilledthebathtubwithwaterandbath

saltsthenIwentouthegotinwhileIwasmakingthe

bed

Brian:“thoughtwewerebathing”

Me:“thetubisstillfillingup”heheldmefrombehind

ItriedstandingproperlysinceIwasbendingoverthe

bedbutheheldmeinposition

Brian:“don’t”hestartedsuckingonmyneckwhile

takingoffmyrobe

Me:“don’tleavemarksBrian”



Brian:“whynot?YoumywifeI’m allowedtomark

you”hetookoffmypjs

Me:“justdon’tplease”

Brian:“whynot?”Hepushedmylegsapartwithhis

knee

Me:“myfatherishere”hegrabbedmybreasts

squeezingthemhardtoapointofpleasurablepain

Brian:“okay”heenteredmefrombehindIletouta

loudmoan“fuck”thedooropenedwebothturnedit

wasmymothershequicklywentout

Me:“shit”Ipushedhimoffmehewasjuststanding

frozenIwatchedashisdickslowlygosoft

Brian:“I’msodeadI’mfuckingdead”

Me:“whydidn’tyoulockthedoor?!”Ismackedhis

shoulder

Brian:“Idon’tknow.I’m sorry”Isatonthebed



coveredmyfacewithmyhands“I’llneverbeableto

faceheragain”weremainedsilentforwhatfeltlike

30minutesthenwelookedateachandcrackedup

inloudlaughter“fuckthatwasfuckedup”

Me:“Iknow”Istoodupshakingmyheadwenttothe

bathroomthewaterwascoldwejusttookashower

Brian:“I’msureshethinkswecontinued”

Me:“weshouldhave”hequicklypulledmetohimI

pushedhimofflaughing“Iwasjokingdammit”

Brian:“I’malwaysreadyforyoubaby”

Me:“Iknowpapi”isaidinanaccenthechuckledand

winked

Brian:“yousostupid”

Me:“youlovemestupid”

Brian:“Idon’tknowwhy”Ipoutedwithmyeyesall

out“don’t.Don’tdothat,youknowhowitmakesme



feel”

Me:“howdoesitmakeyoufeel?”

Brian:“makesmewannatearyourtightlittlepussy

apart”Igaspedheraisedhiseyebrowandwalked

closertomeasIkeptmovingbackuntilIreached

theglass“Zamagcina”

Me:“a.aBrianIneedtohelpoutwithlunch”he

grabbedmyarm pullingmetohim fastmybody

crashedagainsthisiletoutasoftyelp“briiiian”

Brian:“honey”

Me:“don’t”Ikissedhischestthenmovedfromhim

wecontinuedshoweringuntilwefinishedandgot

out,gotdressedIputonasimplewhitelosemaxi

dresswithgoldsandalsthenwentdownstairsBrian

joinedBaya,Bandile,dad,SiyaandZacinthelounge

IwantedtositwiththemIdidn’twanttofacemom

butIhadnochoicesoIdraggedmyfeettothe



kitchenIwaswelcomedwithlaughtermom just

staredatmeshakingherheadIwenttogiveFezeka

ahugshelookedlikeshewasgoingtopopany

minute

Me:“howaremygrandsonsdoing?”Shegiggledher

pregnancyreallyagreedwithhershewasabsolutely

beautifulandalwaysglowing

Fezeka:“hisokayhejustwon’tstopkicking”

Me:“thatsnormalaroundthistime.Isthereanything

Icanhelpwith?”

Sethu:“yestakethatplatterstothosemenandthe

smallonestothekidsintheplayroom”

Me:“okay”Istartedwiththebigplatterstookthem

totheloungethentooktheotheronestothekids

thenwenttothekitchenIpouredmyselfaglassof

winesatdownonthehighchairnexttofezeka

Mom:“youdrinkingduringtheday”



Sethu:“youcan’ttearherapartfrom herwinejust

likeBrianwiththatHennessyofhis”momlookedat

memakingmefeelguiltybutIwasn’tabouttostop

havingmywine

Fezeka:“letmesmellitGodImissit”Ijustlaughed

givinghertheglassshesniffedit“smellslikeyoung

heaven”

Me:“wineishealthyaglasswon’thurtthebaby”

Mom:“Zamagcina!!!”

Me:“IwasjustjokinggeesemomIknowbetter”

Mom:“rightnowIdon’tknow”

Me:“mom I’m sorryokay?weshouldhavelocked

thedoorjustlikeyoushouldhaveknockedbutBrian

andIaremarriedwehavechildren”likeduh!How

arechildrenmade?Shedidn’tsayanything

Fezeka:“shecaughtyoudoingit?”Shewastryingto



whisperbutitdidn’tworkoutshewasactuallyloud

momandBrian’smomheardher

Me:“Fezeka”shemouthedsorry

Sethu:“theydoiteverywhereIoncecaughtthemin

thepoolbuttheydidn’tseeme”Ijustgotoffthe

chairwenttotheloungeIjustcouldn’t…

Brian:“what’swrong ma’Mguni”Ipouted “don’t

babe”

Me:“wishMbaliwashere”hechuckled

Brian:“comesitonmylap”Ilookedatdadhewas

busylaughingatwhatZacwassayingtheywereall

drinking

Me:“no.Let’stakeawalk”

Brian:“okay”hestoodupwewalkedouttothe

backyard“what’swrong?”

Me:“momandSethuaretalkingabouthowthey’ve



seenusmakinglove”helaughed“it’snotfunny

Brian”

Brian:“I’msorrybaby”hekissedmyhead“I’msorry”

Me:“itsembarrassingbabynow mom isjudging

everythingIdoevenmywine”hesmiled

Brian:“andyouloveyourwine”

Me:“doIdrinktoomuch?”

Brian:“nowedrinktoomuchandit’sfinebecause

yougoingtobepregnantsoonandyouwon’thave

youralcoholforaverylongtime”

Me:“yougonnagetmepregnant”henoddedwitha

hugegrinonhisface“youwantmetobefatand

roundagain”henoddedagain“okay”

Brian:“wehavinganotherbaby”heliftedmeupand

spanaroundIwasjustlaughing

Me:“wenotpregnantyet”



Brian:“butwegoingtobesoon”

Me:“aftermygraduation”

Brian:“ofcos”

Me:“maybewecanstarttryingnowitwilltakewhile”

Brian:“definitely”iheldhisheadhelookedupI

kissedhim

Me:“putmedown”heshookhishead“Iseeyou

wantthosewomentothinkwedoingitagain”he

chuckledandputmedownandcuppedmyface

gavemeashortslowwetkiss

Brian:“IloveyouZamagcina”

Me:“Iloveyoumore”Igavehimasoftpeck

Brian:“youmylife,youknowthatright?”

Me:“yesbabyIknow”

Brian:“good”hegavemeahugsqueezingme“let’s



gobackI’mthirsty”

Me:“theysaymenwhodrinkalotgotweaksperms”

helaughedloudly

Brian:“ImanagedtogiveyoutwobabiessoIthink

I’m good.Let’sgo”hetookmyhandwewalked

towardsthehouse“youputapauseonthenew

house,what’shappening?”

Me:“wasthinkingwemoveafterthewedding”we

werehavingourweddingonFebruary

Brian:“okaybutweneedtoputinanofferonthe

housebeforeweloseit”

Me:“okay”hekissedmyheadwegotinIwenttothe

kitchentheywerefinishingupcookingFezekajust

giggledIgulpedmywinethenpouredanotherglass

“merryChristmasfamily”theylaughed

.



#fezeka

*

Baya:“ItoldyounottocarryanythingFezekaunless

you wantto give birth before time”Iputthe

cardboarddownmindyouitonlyhadcutlery

Me:“sorry”hekissedmyforeheadandpickeditup.

Weweremovingtoournewhouseinlalucia,itwas

abeautifuldoublestorywith5bedrooms,hugeass

kitchenthatIcouldn’twaittostartcookingin,lounge,

dinningareaandtvroom,theyardwasn’tsobigbut

itwassafeforthekidstherewasalsoapool.

Baya:“just rest honey please let us handle

everythingokay”

Me:“kissme”hechuckledandgavemeakiss,Sbo

andBandilewerehelpingbutwealsohiredmovers

Lisa:“mommy”Iturnedandlookedathershewas

holdingManson’shandhewassuchacutiepienot



verytalkative

Me:“yesbaby”MansonputhisarmsupIpickedhim

uphewasheavyhewassochubbywithchubby

cheeksandpitchblackhair“yougoingtobrake

mommy’sbackManson”therewasnothingtositon

Lisa:“hewantedhisbottleit’sfinished”

Me:“andeverythingispacked,comelet’sgotothe

cars”aswewalkedtotheliftBayandawascoming

out

Baya:“whereismyfamilygoing?”

Me:“car,needtositdown”

Lisa:“andMansonwantshismilkdaddy”

Baya:“Fez?”

Me:“everythingispackedwewillbuyhimjuiceand

chipsatthegarage”

Baya:“okay”



Lisa:“ialsowantmom”

Me:“okay”wegotintheliftwentdownstairs“getin

Lisa”shedidinthepassengerseatIdidherseatbelt

thenputMansononhiscarIgotinnexttohim.

IwokeupwhenIfeltsomeoneshakingmeIhad

fallenasleepwhilewewerewaitinginthecar

Baya:“weherebaby”Ilookedupwewereinthe

drivewayatournewhouse

Me:“Ifellasleep”

Baya:“yesbabycome”hetookmyhandIstepped

outofthecar

Me:“wherearemykids?”

Baya:“inside.Zamaishere”IgotinZamacameout

carryingAmeliashelookedsohotinhergraythigh

bootswithareallyshorttightblackdress

Zama:“yourhouseisamazing”



Me:“thankyou”rightnowIwasn’tinthemoodfor

herandherskinnyamazingbodyIjustwantedto

crawlintobedwithmyburgerandforgetaboutlittle

missperfectZama

Zama:“areyouokayboo?”

Me:“I’mjusttired”

Zama:“it’sunderstandable,AmeliaandIaregoing

shoppingwemeetingMbaliatgatewayIthoughtI

shouldcomebyandcheckonthemoving.The

houseisalittlequietwithBriangonetheywent

overseas”

Me:“okayhappyshopping”shetiltedherheadthen

nodded

Zama:“okaylater”shewalkedoutIwaswatching

herandhowperfectherasslookedinthatdressI

justsighed

Bandile:“she’sbeautifulbutIneverthoughtyou



couldbeattractedtogirls”Ilookedathim hewas

alsowatchingZama

Me:“don’tbestupidshe’snotmytype”welaughed

Bandile:“areyouokay?Isawthatyouwerelittleoff

towardsher”

Me:“I’mfinejusttired”henodded

Bandile:“they mustbe finishing up with your

bedroomnow”

Me:“Ineedtosleeptheboysarereallyheavy”

Baya:“I’mgonnagetyouamaiddon’tquestionme”I

didn’twantamaid

Me:“okaythat’sfineI’mtiredbayanda”

Bandile:“takehertobedshedoesn’tlooksogood”

Baya:“let’sgosleepbaby”hetookmyhandwe

startedgoingupthestairsIstartedfeelingdizzyand

hot



Me:“Idon’tfeelsogood”

Baya:“shouldItakeyoutothehospitalbabyyou

sweatingI’m gettingworried”hewasstartingto

panicandhiseyesimmediatelyfilledwithtears

Me:“yes”Istartedseeing4ofhim “baya”he

screamedforbandileandthatwasitlightsoutfor

me

.

#bayanda

*

Ihadheardthesayingthat“Ihavediedathousand

deaths”thatisexactlyhowIhadbeenfeelingthe

lasthourIwaspacingupanddowninthewaitingI

evenhadaheadachestearswouldn’tstopfallingI

hadneverfeltsouselessinmylifethisdaystarted

offwellbutnowIwassittinginthehospitalwithno

ideaastowhat’shappeningtomywifeandmysons.



ShejustfaintedandIwasn’tquickenoughshefell

onthestairshittingherstomachIhadneverseenso

muchblood

Bandile:“bayandasitdownthisisnotthetimeto

panic”

Me:“isyourwifeandchildrenfightingfortheirlives

rightnow?!!”

Bandile:“bayandapleaseju..”

Me:“shutupjustshutup?!!!Youdon’tknowwhatI’m

feelingrightnowyouhavenoideasojustshutup”

hegavemehardslap“I’mgonnakillyou”

Bandile:“theymychildrenaswellIfeelwhatyoufeel

rememberweshareeverything”Ijustsatdownand

criedloudly

Me:“whywon’ttheytellusanythingBandile”heheld

mewecriedtogether



.

#Sne

*

IwasreallygettingmarriedtoRandalitwasreally

happeningIwasstandinginfrontofthemirror

lookingatmyself

Me:“canIhaveaminuteplease”

Mom:“areyouokaybabygirl”

Me:“justneedaminutebymyself”theyallstepped

outIlookedatmyselfIlookedabsolutelybeautifulin

myVerawangweddingdressIlookedlikeaprincess

buttherewasnojoyinmyeyesandheartInever

thoughtmyweddingdaywouldbelikethis.Itookmy

phoneandcalledVuyanihisphonewentstraighton

voicemaillikeithasbeenthelastweekseversinceI

toldhimIwasgettingmarriedthatnightIlistenedto

him cryloudlyasifIhadjusttoldhim hismom is



deadafterthathisphonehasbeenonvoicemailthat

alonejustmademegiveuponeverything.NowI

wasstuckgettingmarriedtoRandalwhohasbeen

nothingbutsweetandallI’vebeengivinghim is

disrespectallhewouldsaywhenIstartedbeing

rudewasthatheunderstandsandheisgivingme

timetogetovermygangster.Apartofmewas

disappointedinVuyanibecauseIreallythoughthe

wouldfightformebuthedidn’tI’m surehehad

movedonitsnotlikehehadtroublegettinggirls.

Thedooropeneddadgotin

Dad:“youlookbeautifulAlexia”Ijustnodded“you

willbehappybelieveme”Inoddedagain“it’stime”

Me:“okay”mom gotinalongwiththeAbdul’s

assistant

Mom:“let’sgetgoing”wewentdownstairsgotinthe

carsthendroveofftotheweddingvenue“Alexia?”



Me:“pleasemomIdon’twanttotalk”

Mom:“Randalwilltreatyourightandhewillmake

youhappyandprotectyou”aswepulledupthe

venuetherewascommotionjustoutsidethegate

thecardcouldn’tgetin

Dad:“what’sgoingon?”

Driver:“Idon’tknowMrChang,I’llgocheck”hegot

outoffthelimousinesomeoneknockedonthe

window iopeneditandIthoughtmyeyeswere

deceivingmewhenIsawTshepo

Tshepo:“ma’am”heopenedthedoorIquicklygot

offsinceIwassittingnexttoit

Dad:“Alexia!!”HegotoffaftermeIhalfrantowards

thenoiseitwasBrian,Mpilo,SiyaandVuyanialong

withTshepoandthe3guyswewenttoDubaiwith

theywereplayingmusicloudlyitDavidoftNastyC–

CoolestkidinAfrica,theywererappingalongwhile



dancingtherewereevendrinkingHennessystraight

fromthebottle

Vuyani:“God damn bodysmoking ….”He was

rappingashewaswalkingtowardsmelookingso

intimidatingIfeltlikecrawlingunderoneofthecars

hewasreallyangryhiseyeswereredhewasscary

hestoodinfrontofmeIcouldhearmyheartbeating

Iopenedmymouthtosaysomethingbutnowords

cameouthetookahugesipofhisHennessyasif

hisdrinkingwaterthenstaredatme.Brian,Siyaand

Mpiloweredancingyouwouldsweartheyinaclub

nowDjCitylight–Vurawasplaying

Vuyani:“myheart.Icametowatchyougetting

married”Iswallowedahugelumpofsalivahewas

breathingintheairthatIwasbreathingoutandI

wasbreathinginhisair

PART38UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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Me:“Vu…I….You..”Isighedlookingdown

“Alexia!!”Iturneditwasmyfathertherewasalready

securityaroundandpaparazzi

Vuyani:“let’sgohomeSne”IheardscreamssoI

turnedBrianandhisfriendswerepointinggunsat

securityguardswhoalsohadgunspointedatthem

Dad:“Alexia come back here now”he started

stridingtousVuyaniquicklypulledmetostand

behindhim andtheystaredateachVuyaniwas

lookingdownatdadsincehewastallerIcouldtell

thatalonemadedadmoreangry

“What’sgoingon?”AskedRandallookingbetween



myfatherandVuyaniashegottous

Me:“Vuyaniplease”

Vuyani:“let’sgohomeSnenhlanhla”

Dad:“mydaughterisnotgoinganywhere”Mpilo

shoutedforVuyani

Randal:“youcan’tjustcomehereanddothisshit

mannotonmyweddingday.Whydon’tyougoback

totheghettosofSouthAfrica”Vuyanichuckled

sarcasticallylookingathimupanddown

Vuyani:“youwereseriouslygoingtomarryhisskinny

paleassSneIthoughtyouhadagoodeye.”Randal

threwapunchatVuyanihittinghisnoseIscreamedI

feltsomeoneholdingmyhanditwasBrian

Brian:“let’sgo”thesecondItooklookingatBrian

wasenoughforVuyanitobeontopofRandal

beatingthelivingshitoutoffhim Brianpulledme

awayassecuritywasrunningtothetwomenwho



werefighting

Me:“gethim tostopBrianhisgoingtogethurt”I

knewthatmyfather’ssecurityteamreallywouldhurt

Brian:“theywillhandleit”wegotinthecarandhe

spedoffIwatchedthesceneuntilIcouldn’tsee

anything

Me:“whathaveIdone?”

Brian:“don’tbeatyourselfup”hedrovestraightto

canalwalk“weneedtogetyououtofthatdress

beforeyoumeetupwithVuyani”

Me:“Ican’t.IhavetomarryRandal.Idon’twantto

disappointmyparents”

Brian:“doyoulovevuyani”

Me:“witheverythingthatIam”

Brian:“youknow Zama’sparentshatedme,they

hatedthatImadeherpregnantbeforemarriage,



hatedthatIwasolderthanher,theydidn’twantusto

getmarried.Butdoyouknowwhatshedid?”

Me:“what?”

Brian:“shemarriedme.Wewenttocourtandgot

marriedwithoutherfamilyknowing.WhenIhither,

theysaidshemustleavemebutshedidn’t.Shesaid

herloyaltylieswithmebecauseshelovesmewith

everythingthatsheis,shestayedandturnedher

back on her family because she loved me

unconditionallyand I’m herfamily,I’m theone

personthatshedoesn’twanttodisappointnother

parents.SoyouhaveachoiceIcoulddrivebackto

theweddingorIcouldtakeyoutowhereyouwill

meetyourlife,youreverything.”

AnhourlaterIwassittinganxiouslyonthecaramel

leatherseatsofBrian’sjetbusyeatingmynails,I

hadchangedintoadenim dressandsandalsIleft



myweddingdressattheGuccistorewhenIbought

mydress,BriansaiditnotsomethingVuyaniwilllike

tosee.Ihadnothingonmenotevenmyphone.

BrianwasonanotherseatskypingwithZamathey

weresoinloveitwassickening.IturnedwhenI

heardvoicesitVuyaniandtheotherstheywere

laughingbutassoonasmyeyesmetVuyanihe

stopped laughing causing the others to stop

laughingsuddenlytherewassomuchtension

Siya:“wecantakeoffnowsomeofusstillgotwork

youknow thewhitemenwantsusatworkon

Monday”theychuckledsettlingdownontheirseatsI

keptmyeyesdownbutIcouldfeelVuyani’sintense

stareafewminuteslaterwetookoff.Whenthejetis

steadyanditsafetomovearoundVuyanistoodup

Vuyani:“come.”He walked towards the room

everyonewaslookingatmeIstoodupnervously

followedhim assoonasIclosedthedoorafter



gettinginIwaswelcomedbyahardloudslaponmy

cheekIcriedoutloudlyandheldmycheekasIgot

anotherhugeandloudslaponmyothercheekI

droppedtomykneescryingloudly

Me:“I’msorry”atthatmomentIwishedIhadasked

BriantoturnthecarIwouldbemarriedtoRandal

rightnow Iwouldn’tbecryingwithmycheeks

burning

Vuyani:“standup”Ishookmyheadhegrabbedmy

weavesnakingitaroundhiswristandpulleditIhad

nochoicebuttostandupthepainwasunbearable

Me:“Vuyanipleaseyouhurtingme”Iwascrying

reallyloudlyIknowtheyallcouldhearmeoutside

thatdoortheyjustchoosetoignoremycries

Vuyani:“doyoulovemeSne?Whyareyouhere?”I

justcriedhepulledmyweaveharder

Me:“IloveyouIloveyouIwanttobewithyouthat’s



whyI’mhere”Ispokefast

Vuyani:“hadInotcameyouweregoingtomarrythis

idiot”Ishookmyheadonlytoearnmyselfanother

hugeslapIscreamedlouderI’m sureeventhe

captainheardme“shutup!Donotlietome.Were

yougoingtomarrythatguy?”

Me:“yesmydadhewa..”Ididn’tfinishthesentence

Ifeltastingonmyleghestartedbeatingmeupwith

abelt….AfuckingbeltasifI’mhischild…

Vuyani:“gobackandmarryhim”hekeptrepeating

asIcriedloudlywhilehehitmewithhisbelthehad

evenlockedthedoorandtherewasn’tenoughspace

tomovearoundintheroom.Hehitmeuntilmyloud

criesturnedintosilentcrieshethrewthebeltonthe

floorandcuppedmyfacegettingontopofmesince

IwasalreadyonthefloorhekissedmehardwhenI

didn’tkisshim backhebitmylipsowekissedhe



tookoffmydress

Vuyani:“Iloveyou”Ididn’tsayanythinghesqueezed

mybreastshard

Me:“Iloveyou”hepoppedthemoutofmybraand

letoutanappreciativegroaninhisthroatwhile

suckinghardonmyneckImoanedwhenhetugged

onmynippleteasingitwhilepinchingtheother

“Aaahvu..”Ineededhim inmebuthekepton

teasingmeandrubbinghiscockagainstmynana

“Vuyaniplease”Itriedtouchinghim buthemoved

fastandpinnedmyarmsabovemyhead

Vuyani: “don’t fucking touch me” I nodded

swallowingsalivahecuppedmynanaandbrushed

histhumbovermyclit

Me:“AaahohGodVuyani!”Heslowlyenteredoneof

hisfinger

Vuyani:“readyasalways”heputthesecondoneI



liftedupmyhipmeetinghisstrokeswhilehisthumb

wasbusyonmyclithepulledmynipplewithhis

teeth

Me:“Aaahyessss!!!”Iopenedmyeyeshehadhis

closed his lips slightlyopen Ifeltmyinsides

tighteningjustasIwasabouttocomehewithdrew

hisfingersIstaredathimindisbeliefheliftedmeup

andputmeonthebedthentookoffhisclothes

Vuyani:“yousleptwithhim”

Me:“no!.Ofcoursenot”

Vuyani:“good”heslammedintomehardIcriedout

archingmyback“fuckthisismyfavoriteplace

insideyou”hepulledoutandslammedintomeeven

harderiinvoluntarymovedupthebedhepulledme

downafter4hardpulloutsandslamminginsIwas

abouttocomehemovedfastandhardIjustwas

abouttolosemyselfwhenhepulledoutcompletely



Me:“VuyanipleaseI’mbeggingyou”

Vuyani:“it’sfrustratingright?”

Me:“pleaseIwanttocomestopdenyingmeplease”

heslammedintomehardagain

Vuyani:“thisishowyoumakemefeelSnenhlanhla.

youthemostfrustratingwomanIhaveevermet”

Me:“I’msorrybutplease”hekeptonthrustinginme

harderandfasterhittingeverycornerconstantly

poundingonmygspot

Vuyani:“youmakemeweak!Youturningmeinto

somethingI’mnotanditsdrivingmecrazy”justas

I’mabouttocomehepullsoutcompletelyagain

Me:“myloveplease”thistimeIwasintearsmy

bodyisshakingwithneedeverypartofmyinsideis

screaming

Vuyani:“youwanttocome?”



Me:“yesplease”heslammedintomeandliftedmy

legsputtingthem onhisshouldersthenhekept

poundingmehewasmoaningloudlyIwasalso

thereIwasabouttoreachtheworldofrainbowsand

unicornshepulledoutandgavehimselfahandjob

comingallovermythighsafteraminuteIwasstill

staringathim indisbeliefwithmytearsrunning

downmycheeks

Vuyani:“wedon’talwaysgetwhatwewant”hegot

dressedandwentoutassoonasthedoorshutI

screamedcryingloudlyIdidn’tevencarethatthey

canhearmeIcriedloudlyIcrieduntilmyvoicewas

hoarseandmythroatwaspainfulIcrieduntilIfell

asleep.

.

IwokeupwhenhewasshakingmeIlookedatme

withmyeyeshalfopen



Vuyani:“youneedtobuckleupforlanding,comeon”

Me:“IwishIhadn’tleftwithyou”hestumbledbacka

littlewithhurtwrittenalloverhisface

Vuyani:“youdon’tmeanthatIknowyoudon’tmean

ityoujusthurtandangry.Now getdressedand

come”hewalkedoutIgotoffthebedwenttothe

bathroom Iwashedmyswollenface,mycheeks

wereredfromhisslapsandmyeyeswerepuffyand

redfromthecrying.Itookatowelmadeitwetthem

wipedmythighsandmynana,Irinsedmymouth

walkedoutputonmyunderwearthenmydressand

shoesIbrushedmyweavewithmyfingers.ThenI

walkedoutassoonasthedooropened16eyes

lookedatmesomewithpityotherswithuncertainty

Vuyani:“comemyheart”Iwalkedovertohimhewas

sittingaloneinthethreesitterIsatnexttohim he

didmybelt“allbuckledupandsafe”hecaressedmy



face“I’msomadatyou”

Me:“pleasedon’tbemad”hegavemeasoftpeck,I

wasalsomadathimlikepissedwaybeyondpistivity

Vuyani:“wewilltalkathome”

Me:“I’malsomadatyou”

Vuyani:“why”

Me:“doyouwantmetolistitdownforyou”he

raisedhiseyebrow

Vuyani:“there’salist”Idon’tsayanythingelseand2

hourslaterafterdrivingpastspurwegettohis

housebutIreallywishIwasinmyhouseI’vemissed

myspaceandthereIcouldhavehadachancetocall

homeandcheckonmyfatherIwentstraighttohis

roomtookanicelonghotbathIwasstillrelaxingin

thewaterwhenIheardthedoorhandle

Vuyani:“Snenhlanhlawhyisthisdoorlocked?Open



forme”

Me:“Iwanttobealone”

Vuyani:“justopenthisdoorIdon’thavetimefor

games”

Me:“sodoI”

Vuyani:“areyoureallymad”

Me:“fuckyeahSherlock”whenthewaterturnedcold

IgotoutwrappedatowelaroundmybruisedbodyI

gotoutofthebathroomhewassittingonthefloor

nexttoit

Vuyani:“Idon’tgetwhyyoumad”Ijustwalkedpast

himhewasfollowingme“SneI’mtalkingtoyou”

Me:“isthisbecauseyoureallydon’tseeanything

wrongwithyourbehavior”Istartedlotioningmy

bodyunderhiswatchfuleyes

Vuyani:“wasitwrongofmetostopyoufrom



marryingthatprick?WasIsupposedtostandback

andwatchyoumarryhim whileIloveyou?I’m not

goingtoapologize”

Me:“youhitme!!!Don’tyougetit!Youfuckinghit

me!!!”Ithrewmylotionathimheduckedandithit

thewallslashingonit

Vuyani:“andyoudeserveI’llgladlydoitagain”I

lookedathim feelingdefeatedIquicklyputonmy

sweatpantsandatanktop

Me:“givememyhousekeysandthejeepkeyI’dlike

toleaveplease”

Vuyani:“younotgoinganywhere”

Me:“youcan’tkeepmefromgoingtomyhouse”

Vuyani:“Ican”

Me:“youreallyneedtoletmegobecauseifIstay

hereImightjustleaveyouforgood”



Vuyani:“I’lltakemychances”hewalkedclosertome

Ibackedup

Me:“pleasedon’ttouchme”hestoppedandsighed

Vuyani:“hadyoutoldthatidiottonottouchyou,we

wouldn’tbeinthismessrightnowbutnoyouagreed

tomarryhimSneyouworeafuckingwhitewedding

dressforhim!Youchooseyourfamilyoverour

love!!”

Me:“I’mhere!!AmInot?!I’mherewithyouIchoose

youovermyfamilythenyouhitme.Whatmoredo

youwantfromme?!!”

Vuyani:“youherebecauseIhadtogofetchyou!Had

Inotyouwouldbemarriedrightnow.Youdidn’tfight

forus,youdidn’tfightforourlove!!”

Me:“Idon’tknowwhatyouwantfrommevuyani”it

comesoffasawhispermytearsstartedpouringout

Isatonthefloorcoveredmyfacewithmyhands“I



justlostmyfamilyvuyanimyparentswillnever

forgivemeforthis”hesatbehindmeandpulledme

tohislapwrappedhisarmsaroundme

Vuyani:“I’msorrymyheart”

.

#zama

*

Iwokeupinthemorningwithmyhusband’sarms

aroundmybodyIdidn’thearhim comingtobedI

turnedtofacehimandhewokeup

Brain:“morningmrsjames”Ismiledandgavehima

softpeck

Me:“morningmrjames,howwasthetripback?”

Brain:“longandeventful”

Me:“eventful?”



Brian:“VuyanihitSnethendeprivedherofan

orgasm”Ilookedathimwithmyeyesallout

Me:“howcanyoulethimhitherBrian”

Brian:“it’snotmyplacetogetinvolvedthat’show”

Me:“youandallyourfriendsarejustthesame”I

triedgettingoffthebedbuthepulledmetohimand

gotontopofme

Brian:“yourightwearethesame.Welovelikeitsour

lastdayonearthandweprotectwithallthatwe

havebutwealsogetangry,hewaswronghe

shouldn’thavehitherI’llspeaktohim”

Me:“okay.Good”hesmiled

Brian:“nowcanIgetsomeofthatpussyit’sbeen

closetoaweek”Igiggledandwrappedmyarms

aroundhisneck

Me:“it’syourpussy,doasyouplease”



Brian:“andIwill”

Me:“Iwantitrough”

Brian:“mrsjamesalwaysgetswhathewants”he

smashedhislipsonmineandwefuckedhardafter

climaxingIfellasleep.

Iwokeupawhilelateraloneinbedtherewasa

stickynoteonmyforeheadIreaditwithasmileon

myface

*you look gorgeous mrs james.Had to rush

somewhereI’llbebacksoon.Loveyourcrazilyin

lovehusbandxoxo*

IputthenoteonthebedsidetablegotoffthebedI

madeitwenttotakeashowerIgotoutlotionedgot

dressedinrippedbumshortsandaGivenchysport

braIputonmythighhighsockstiedmylongthin

braidsinamessybunItookmyphonewent

downstairsthekidswerevisitingmyparentswith



theirnannyandmam’sophiewassomewherearound

theyard.Igotinthekitchenmademyselftuna

sandwichwithaglassofmilkIwenttoeatinfrontof

thetv,Iwasn’tdoinganythingwithmylifeBrianliked

itthatwayhepreferredmestayingathimandhim

takingcareofmeIwasalsolazybutIhadbeen

applyingformyinternshipsatgovernmenthospitals

that’swhereIwantedtoworkeventhoughBrian

wantedmetoworkforhim.Somylifewasallabout

shoppingandwatchingtvandwithMbaliworkingI

wasreallyboredeasilysomeonerangthebellIwent

toopenanditwasTshepo

Me:“hello”hestaredatmybodymostlymybreasts

thisguywasalwayslookingatmybreastseversince

Dubai

Tshepo:“hi,thesecurityletmeinI’msupposedtobe

meetingBrianhere”Inodded



Me:“hisnotin”

Tshepo:“yeahbutheisonhisway”

Me:“come”Iwenttotheloungewithhimfollowing

meIsatdownsodidhe“wouldyoulikesomething

todrink?”

Tshepo:“beerplease”

Me:“there’scoronaandHeineken”

Tshepo:“Heineken”Iwenttothekitchenwithmy

plateandglassItookhisbeeroutpouredmyselfa

glassofjuicewentbacktothelounge“thankyou

MrsJames”Inoddedwithasmileandsatdown“I

don’tgethowyouwatchthis,mylittlesisterisalso

obsessedwiththeseshows”Igiggled

Me:“theyniceandtheyhelpyoutonotnoticethe

timeifyouhavenothingtodo”

Tshepo:“whatisthisone”



Me:“robandchyna”

Tshepo:“suchawasteoftimeandenergy”

Me:“it’snothonestly”

Tshepo:“thesepeopleareactingnooneisthiscrazy,

andlookatthatassit’stoobigithastobefake”

Me:“Ithoughtmaleslovegirlswithahugeassand

tinywaist”

Tshepo:“wedobutthat’stoomuchass!!Imagine

doingadoggywithsomeonewhohasanassthat

bigmydickwoulddisappearbru”Icrackupwith

laughterhewaslookingatchyna’sassshakinghis

headsomeoneclearedtheirthroatIlookedupitwas

Briantsheposatupproperlyandlookedawayfrom

me

Brian:“youdrinkbeerinmyhourwithoutmenow

Tshepo?Didn’tIsaywaitformeoutside?”



Tshepo:“youdid”herepliedlikeachild

Brian:“thenwhatareyoudoinginmyhouse,drinking

mybeerandchattingtomywife?”

Tshepo:“hadeboss”hequicklygotupandwentout

Me:“seriouslyBrianwasthatnecessary?”

Brian:“whywereyouentertainingthisguy?Doyou

wanthim”Istoodup

Me:“ofcoursenot!Whatiswrongwithyou”

Brian:“you!Whyareyouentertainingthatboywhile

youbasicallynakeddon’tyouhaveselfrespect?!”

Me:“don’tspeaktomelikethat”

Brian:“doyouwanthimZamagcina?Youwanthim

tofuckyouaswell?”

Me:“thehellBrian?!”

Brian:“youwanthim tofuckyousowewillhave



anothercaseofanobsessedpersontryingtokillme

becauseit’sseemslikeyourpussymakespeople

crazy.Juststopbehavinglikeah..”Hedidn’tfinish

hissentencebutIknewwhathewasgoingtosay

Me:“fuckyouBrian”mycheekgothotimmediatelyI

lookedathim indisbeliefwithoneteardropping

frommyoneeye

Brian:“ZamaI..”

Me:“fuckyou”Iranupstairsmycheekwasonfire

BriangivesafuckinghardslapIgotintheclosetput

onwhiteallstarsididmymakeupthenIgrabbed

my large denim jacket and handbag Iwent

downstairsstraighttothegaragegotinmycarand

droveouttheywerestandingoutsideparkedbythe

drivewayBrianwasshoutinghestoppedwhenhe

sawmeIdroveoffwhilehescreamedmynameI

justneededabreak



.

#fezeka

*

IhadthispressingneedtopeesoIopenedmyeyes

andtookinmysurroundingsIwasinaclean

hospitalroom.Itwasdarkwithjustthelightfrom

theoutsideshinninginthroughthewindowBayanda

wasasleeponthecouchcoveredinathrow.Ireally

neededtopeefeltlikemybladderwillburstIwas

connectedtotheIVIalsohadacatheterconnected

tomeiletthepeegoalreadyfeelingashamedof

myself.WhenIwasdoneIclearedmythroat

Me:“baya”hejumpedoffthecouchandlookedat

measifhisdreamingbeforeherantome

Baya:“ohhoney!”Hestartedkissingmeallovermy

face“I’vediedathousanddeathsoverthepast3

daysIthoughtwehadlostyou”



Me:“mykidsBaya”

Baya:“theyokayprematurebutokaytheygoingto

needtospendsometimehere”

Me:“theyokay?”

Baya:“yes”hekissedmyforehead“Iwassoscared

babypleaseneverscaremelikethatplease”

Me:“I’m sorry”hecuppedmyfaceandgavemea

deepwetloudkidswepulledapartwhenthedoor

openedBandilewalkedtousandgaveusbotha

huge hug theyhugged each otherwith me in

betweenthem

Me:“Ican’tbreath!”Theylaughedandheldeach

othertighterbeforelettinggo

Bandile:“howyoufeelingFez?It’sgoodtoseeyou

awakewe’vebeenworried”

Me:“pleasecalladoctorforme”bayandacame



closertomeheldmyhand

Baya:“what’swrongbaby?”

Me:“I’minpain”bandilerushedout

Baya:“wheredoesithurtbaby?Talktome”

Me:“here”Itouchedjustbelowmystomachthere

wasabadge

Baya:“youhadanoperationdonetogetthebabies

out”thedooropenedbandilegotinwiththedoctor

Doc:“mrsjamesnicetoseeyouawake”

Baya:“she’sinpainNeeha”

Doc:“canyouratethepainforme”

Baya:“howisthatgoingtohelp!Giveherpainmeds”

Me:“Bayaplease.It’son8”

Doc:“I’llhaveanursegiveyousomemorpheniand

dressyourwoundbutyouhavetoeatfirst”



Me:“canIgetthepainkillersnowplease”

Doc:“butit..”

Baya:“now!!!”Thedoctornoddedandrushedout

Me:“pleaseBaya”

Baya:“no!”Ikeptmymouthshutasecondlater

anotherdoctorrushedinandgavemeaninjection

thenleft“howyoufeelingnow?”

Me:“Iwanttoseemykids”

Baya:“Therecan’tbemovedbabytheytootinyand

connectedtosomanymachines,I’llgetawheelchair

andtakeyouthere”hewentoutthencameback

withanursepushingawheelchairheliftedmeup

andputmeonitthenursemadesuremyivwas

okaythenbandilepushedmetothenurseryIwas

them beforeheevenpointedatthem theylooked

likehim bothofthem andtheywereidenticalIlet

outabrokensobtheylookedsofragileconnectedto



allthosemachinesitbrokemyheart

Baya:“theydoingbetterthanthedoctorexpected

lovedon’tcry”

Me:“mylittlebabies”hebrushedmyback

Baya:“theystrongbabytheygotourbloodrunning

throughtheirveins”hekneeledinfrontofmeand

gavemeahugIjustbrokedowninhisarms

Me:“it’snotfairBaya!HowcanyouallowNeehato

takethemoutitwastoosoon”

Baya:“whatchoicedidIhavefez?WasIsupposed

toletthe3ofyour’lldie?!”

Me:“youweresupposedtodosomethingdammit!

Lookatthem”hesatonthefloorwithhishead

betweenhisknees

Baya:“theysaidyouwon’tsurvivewithoutifthey

keeptheminyou”



Me:“youshouldhavechoosethemnotme”

Baya:“you mylife”hewhispered asmachines

startedmakingnoiseinthenurseryhestoodupfast

doctorswererunninginthenurserystraighttothe

twinsbayandarushedin

Me:“what’sgoingon”Iaskedwheelingmyselfin

Baya:“theyhavetooperateonhim hishearthasa

problem”

Me:“Iwantmymom”thatwasthelastthingI

remembersayingbeforeitwaslightsout

.

#bayanda

*

LordknowshowmanytimesIdiedandwokeupI

wastooyoungtobegoingthroughallthisshit.I

meanfewhoursagoIcheckedonmysonsnowI



wasseatingherewaitingformywifetowakeupsoI

cantellwelostoursonandnowtheyoperatingon

theotheronegivinghim hisbrothersliversthey

didn’tevenhavenamesyetbuttheywerealready

sufferinglikethis

Dad:“youhavetobestrongson”bandileandIwere

holdingeachothercryingdadwasbrushingbothour

backs

Me:“Idon’twanttobestrongdadIdon’twantto”I

justwantedtogotoaclubgetdrunkuntilIforgetmy

namethengotomyroom getunderthecoversby

myself

Dad:“youhavetoforfezeka’ssakeandyour3

children”wepulledapart

Bandile:“let’sgodrink”

Dad:“Bandile!”

Me:“Iwantadrink”



Dad:“unbelievable”Zamagotin

Zama:“Baya?”Wehuggedshortlydaddidn’twantus

beingtooaffectionatewithher“hasshewokenup”I

shookmyhead“poorFezeka.Howyoufeeling?”She

wasstandingbymetheentiretimewhichmeantshe

wasfightingwithdadbecausenormallytheywould

bestandingtogetherholdingeachother

Me:“I’mokay”

Zama:“it’sokaytonotbeokaybayanda”

Dad:“heneedstobestrong”

Zama:“hecanbestrongtomorrowanddon’ttalk

aboutstrongasifyouknowwhatitmeans”there

wassilencewealllookedatherdadlookedlikehe

wantedtomurderherafteraboutfiveminutesof

silenceFezekaclearedherthroatwelookedatherI

rushedtoherside

Fez:“isheoutofthesurgery”Ilookeddowntryingto



holdmytearsbuttheyfailedmetheyjustrolled

downmyfacehittingherface“no!”

Me:“I’msorryFezekaI’msosorrytheytriedandh..”

Shestartedscreamingloudlythemachineswentoff

shewascryingsoloudlyIfeltmyheartbreakinginto

athousandspieces

PART39UNCONDITIONALLOVE

sne

IwasstillstayingatVuyani’shousesinceIcame

backfromhomeIdidcallmyparentsbutdaddidn’t

wanttospeaktomeandmomsaidshedoesn’thave

adaughteranymoreshesaidherdaughterdiedthe

secondIchoosemythugofaboyfriendovermy

family.Myfamilyhaddisownedmebutdadwasstill

supportingmefinancially.IwouldbelyingifIsaid



thingswereterriblebetweenVuyaniandibecause

theyweren’teverythingwasgoodwewerehappyI

wasextremelyhappyhewasspoilingmebeyond

wordsIwasaqueeninmyowncastle.Theaccident

ofhimhittingwaslongforgottenitwasasifitnever

happenedhepromisedmethathewon’teverdoit

againnomatterwhatthecircumstances.Theonly

problemwashimnotwantingmetogotomyhouse

Ihadgoneonedaywithanintentionofstayingthere

butafterworkhecametogetmesayinghisbedwas

toobigandcoldheneededhiswomannexttohim.

Vuyani:“baby”hecalledoutcominginthedoor

Me:“inthekitchen”hecamemywaychuckling

Vuyani:“tryingtodestroymykitchenagain”hegave

measoftpeck

Me:“I’mtryingtocookforyou”

Vuyani:“Itoldyoutostopafterthelasttime”Ihad



triedtocookforhim beforeletsjustsayIlovethe

newkitchen

Me:“bestwaytoaman’sheartisthroughhis

stomach”hechuckled

Vuyani:“I’m notcomplainingaboutthemoneyI

spenthavingthiskitchenredoneafteryouburntit

butifyougoingtoburniteveryweekwegoingtobe

brokesinceyoualsohaveanexpensivetaste”I

poutedheheldmywaistbringingmeclosertohim“I

loveyoumyheart”

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”wekissed“nowgosoIcan

finishtryingtonotburnthefood”

Vuyani:“whatyoumaking?”

Me:“yourfavorite”

Vuyani:“steambreadandmuttoncurry?”

Me:“Ithoughtyourfavoritewaslasagna.Now I



wastedmyenergy!!”

Vuyani:“heyheyheyit’sokayI’lleatitIlovelasagna,

gooncarryon”heheldmychinandgavemeasoft

peck

Me:“I’llcallZamaandaskhertomakethesteam

breadandthecurry”

Vuyani:“it’sokay”hesatonthehighchairdrinking

hisbeer“doyouwantmetogetyoucooking

classes?”

Me:“noI’lllearnbymyself”

Vuyani:“youshouldaskZanditohelpyou”Zandi

washishelpershewashisagealwayswearing

revealingthingsitdidn’thelpthatshewasbeautiful

andslendershestayedinthebackroom

Me:“noI’mfine”

Vuyani:“okay”



Me:“canyoupleasefireher”

Vuyani:“woah!Whereisthatcomingfrom?”

Me:“Iwantyoutofirehervuyani”

Vuyani:“why”

Me:“Idon’tlikeherandshe’stoocomfortable

aroundyou”heraisedhiseyebrow

Vuyani:“youjealous?”Hisamusementmademe

pouthegotoffhischairandcametostandinfront

ofmeheheldmylovehandles“youhavenoreason

myheart,youallIseeandwant.YoumyheartandI

couldneversurvivewithoutmyheart.I’llgetridof

herifthat’swhatyouwantthenyoucanhire

whoeveryouwanttohirethisisyourhouse”

Me:“thankyou”mynewphonerang

Vuyani:“Ididn’tknowpeoplehadyournewnumber”I

tookitoffthepocketitwasinmyhoody



Me:“it’shome”heletgoofmeIanswered“hello”

thecallerdidn’tspeakIsighed“daddy?”

Dad:“youhurtmeAlexia”Ifelttearsfillingmyeyes

Me:“I’msorrydaddybutIlovehim”

Dad:“youchoosehimoveryourfamily”

Me:“Ilovehim”

Dad:“whataboutme?Aboutourfamily?”

Me:“Iloveyouguysaswellbutit’shimthatIwantto

bewith”

Dad:“I’m comingdowntoSAweneedtotalkhe

needstoimpressmebecauseI’mnotgoingtogive

awaymyonlydaughter”Iletoutamuffledsob“toa

uselessmanbutyougoingtosignaprenupifyou

getmarried”Inoddedfastasifhecanseeme

Me:“thankyou,justgivehimachancedaddy”

Dad:“foryouIwill,IloveyouAlexia”



Me:“Iloveyoutoodaddy”

Dad:“I’llcallyou”

Me:“byedaddy”hedroppedthecallVuyaniwrapped

hisarmsaroundme

Vuyani:“it’sokaybaby”

Me:“hiswillingtogiveyouachancebabyhisgoing

togiveusachance”hekissedmyheadsniffingit

Vuyani:“Iloveyou”

.

#zama

*

*

IwokeupfeelingalittlerelaxedIsatupyawning

thenlookedatBrianhewasstaringatmesittingon

thecouchwherehehadslept.Wewerenotinagood



spacehehadbeensleepingintheguestroom the

past3nightsbutnowthatwehadvisitorswehadto

pretendwegoodwhichmeanssleepinginthesame

room.Igotoffthebedmadethenopenedthe

balconydoorandthewindowslettingthecold

morningairgetin

Me:“goodmorning”

Brian:“goodmorningtoyoutoo”Iwenttothe

bathroomwashedmyfacethenbrushedmyteethI

wenttotheclosetputonasweatpantsandsweater

ontopofmypjamiesIwentouthewasstillsitting

onthecouch“Zamagcina”Ilookedathim“I’msorry

IreallyamIshouldn’thaveslappedyou”

Me:“youthink?”Iwalkedoutbuthegrabbedmyarm

Brian:“I’m sorrymylove”hehadbeenapologizing

sincethedayhedidafterIdroveouthedroveafter

meIwenttodrossatatthebardrinkinghesatnext



tomenotsayinganythingafterthathedroveme

homesinceIwasdrunkhecalledsomeonetopick

uphiscar

Me:“letgoofmyhandBrian”hesighedindefeat

Brian:“I’msorryma’MnguniI’mreallysorry”

“Whatdid you do?”His motherasked coming

towardsusBrianlookeddown

Me:“nothing”Iwasn’tabouttoletpeopleknowmy

husbandhitsmebecauseIknewIwillforgivehim

soon enough and Ididn’twantpeople in my

business

Sethu:“yousure?”

Me:“yes”Brianletgoofmyhandclearinghisthroat

“I’llgogetstartedonbreakfast”Ileftthemthere

Sethu:“Brianareyoubacktobeingabusive?!”I

heardherjustasIwastakingthefirststaircase



goingdownIwantedtolistenbuttherewasnowayI

couldeavesdropwithoutthem seeingme.Igotin

thekitchenmam’sophiewasabouttostartwith

makingbreakfast

Me:“morning mah,thoughtIcould make the

breakfast”shesmiled

Her:“ofcourseZama,I’llleaveyoutoit”shewalked

outIcarriedonwithmakingitBriangotinpoured

himselfacupofcoffeethensatonthebarstool

Brian:“Zamasorry”

Me:“nyamanyorinyori!I’m sickandtiredofyour

annoyingvoiceBrianMonwabisijames.Ifyoudon’t

lovemeanymore,ifyoucan’ttreatmelikehowyou

shouldbethendivorceme”

Brian:“I’llfixitIpromise”

Me:“ifyoucan’tcontrolangercallyourtrainerand

gobeathisassinaboxingringjustleavemeoutof



it”henodded“I’llleaveyouBrianIswearIwillifyou

putyourhandonmeagain”

Brian:“I’msorrylove”

Me:“whatever”Ifelthimstandingbehindbeforehe

didanything

Brian:“Iloveyou”hewhisperedthensnakedhis

armsaroundmytinywaistbringingmeclose“it

won’thappenagainIswear”

Me:“yousaidthatthelasttime”hekissedmyneck

softlybitingit

Brian:“Imessedupanditwon’thappenagain”he

turnedmetofacehim “mywife”Ipoutedhegave

measoftpeck“forgivemeplease”

Me:“no”

Brian:“I’lldowhateveryouwant”

Me:“anything?”



Brian:“nameitandit’syours”

Me:“stophittingmeandbeingmean”heclosedhis

eyesasifinpainIstoodonmytoestogivehima

softpeckbutheheldthebackofmyneckandgave

meadeepkissbythetimewepulledapartIwas

breathingheavily

Brian:“I’llstopIpromiseyouma’MnguniI’llstop”

Me:“Iknowyouwill”wehugged

Brian:“pleasetellmeyouforgiveme”

Me:“Iforgiveyou”hesmiled

Brian:“youreallyrude,doyouknowthat?”

Me:“noI’mnot”

Brian:“yesyouarethispastweekhasbeenhell.I

hope my daughterdoesn’ttake afteryou”he

brushedmystomach

Me:“I’mnotpregnantyet”



Brian:“youareIcanfeelit”someoneclearedtheir

throatBrianmovedfrommeitwashismom

Sethu:“youtwoaretryingforanotherbaby”

Brian:“yes”hekissedme“seemom wegood”she

saidsomethinginafrikaansBriansighedlookingup

“ZamapleasetellmymotherthatIdon’thityouthat

itwasonceanditwillneverhappenagain”

Me:“hedoesn’thitmereally”

Sethu:“youshouldn’tbescaredtoleavehim,hehas

nothingwithoutyouandthosetwokids”

Brian:“don’tputcrazyideasinherhead”

Sethu:“mmmh”she poured herselfcoffee and

walkedout

Me:“whatwasthatabout?”

Brian:“shethinksI’mabusingyou”

Me:“oh”Icarriedonwithmakingbreakfast



Brian:“whatdoesthatmeanZama”Ididn’tsay

anything“Zamagcina!”

Me:“don’traiseyourvoiceatme”

Brian:“sorry”

Me:“whywouldyoumotherassumeyoubeing

abusive”

Brian:“Idon’tknow”

Me:“mmh”

Brian:“enoughwiththat‘mmh’sound”

Me:“andIwantacar”

Brian:“acar?”

Me:“yes”

Brian:“butyouhavecarsZama”

Me:“therangewasapassoverfrom youandyou

boughtther8becauseyouwerefeelingguilty”he



sighedandrubbedhisforehead

Brian:“whatcar?”

Me:“2016MercedesBenzG-class”

Brian:“yoh!Okay”Ismiledandnodded

Me:“inblack”

Brian:“anythingelse”Ishookmyhead,heheldmy

waist

Me:“BrianIneedtogetthisdonebeforepeoplestart

wakingup”

“Wealreadyup”IturneditwashisbrotherMarcus

andhiswifeKimberly

Brian:“bro”

Marcus:“sup”Briankissedme

Kim:“letthegirlfinishmakingbreakfastBrian”

Brian:“she’sawomannotagirlandshe’smy



woman”hekissedmeagainIpushedhimwhenhe

triedtodeepenthekiss

Me:“behave”

Brian:“didyouseehowsexyyoulook”hewhispered

bitingmyear

Me:“I’minsweatpantsandsweater”

Brian:“Iknowyouhaveablackthongunderthose

sweatpantsandyouwearingthatlacebrawith

strings”Ishookmyheadgigglingwhilepushinghim

offmr

Me:“yousostupid”

Brian:“youstillloveme”hewalkedawaypoured

himselfcoffeethenjoinedhisbrotheronthehigh

chairsbehindthecounter

Kim:“canIhelp?”

Me:“maketoastI’malmostdone”shenoddedafter



makingbreakfastweallsatdownandateoverlight

conversationsafterbreakfastIwenttoshowerBrian

joinedmewehadaquickhotroundthengotoutI

gotdressedinablackbodyhugging3quarterdress

withthinstrapsIworenuderedbottom heeled

pumpsItiedmyboxbraidintoatophalfbunputon

nudelipstickIworemyblackcoattookmyhandbag

Me:“wecangobaby”

Brian:“finallyIwasabouttofallasleep”

Me:“don’tbedramatic”hewaswearingslim fit

blackchinoswithawhiteshirtanavycoatandnavy

shoes

Brian:“seriously”Irolledmyeyes“mylady”he

offeredmehishandIputmineonitwewalkedout

kissedmybabieswewereleavingthembehindmom

saidtheytoolittletogotoafuneral

.



#fezeka

*

*

ItwasasifIwasn’tbreathinglikeIwasunconscious

likeIwasinaneverendingnightmareeveryone

aroundmewasmovingtheywerebusypreparingfor

thefuneralwhilewalkingoneggshellsaroundme.I

wasjustnumbtoeverythingIhadranoutoftears

mybodywasdehydratedIcouldn’tcryBayandawas

theoppositeofmeallhedidwascryalongwith

Bandile.Itwasasifthesunhadsetanditwouldn’t

comeoutagaintherewasnolightattheendofthe

tunnel,Ikeptonaskingmyselfaquestionknowing

there’snoonetoanswerme‘whywouldGodmake

mefeelsomuchpain?WhathaveIhaddoneinmy

previouslifetomakeGodhatemethisway?Which

Godwouldtakeawayachildfromhismother?’Ijust



didn’tunderstandIhaddoneeverythingright,Iwas

healthymybabieswerehealthybutaminutelater

oneofthem wasdeadandtheotheronewas

fightingforhislife.Ididn’tunderstandIstilldon’t

understandwhatwentwrong.

Mom:“areyoudonefezeka?”

Me:“yes”Istoodupsmoothedmydress“wecango”

Mom:“Bayandaisnothereyet”Isatdownwitha

sighbayandahadfoundcomfortinalcoholitdidn’t

helpthatbandilewasdrinkingwithhim

Me:“pleaseborrowmeyourphone”shegaveitto

me“canIhaveaminuteplease”

Mom:“justaminute”shesteppedoutIdialed

bayanda’snumberhepickedupafterIhadcalledfor

the4thtime

Bayanda:“mah?”



Me:“whereareyou?”

Bayanda:“I’mhereI’mpullingupthedriveway”

Me:“wereyoudrinkingagainBayanda?”

Bayanda:“don’tstart”hehang up afterafew

minuteshegotinIopenedmymouthto say

somethingbutheshookhishead“pleaseFezekanot

today”hecuppedmyfaceandkissedme

Me:“yourlipstastelikestrawberry”hiseyeswent

everywherearoundtheroombeforesettlingonme

Bayanda:“Iwasdrinkingjuice”

Me:“okay.Canwego?”Istooduphetookmyhand

Bayanda:“I’msorry”Ilookedathimconfused

Me:“forwhat?”

Bayanda:“sorrythatyou hurting”Inodded we

walkedout.



AftertheservicewewenttothegraveyardIwatched

aspossiblethetiniestcoffingodownIcouldn’teven

crywhileBayandawastheoppositeofmehewas

onhiskneescryingloudlyhim andBandilewere

holdingeachotherafterithadbeenloweredwe

threwflowerpetalsinthegraveIstillcouldn’tcry

afterthatwewalkedawayBrianremainedbehind

withhissonsalongwithBayanda’smom,Ilookedat

Zamaexpectingtoseejealousyinhereyesbutthey

werejustfilledwithpityandsadness.Wealldrove

backtomyhouseIwentstraighttomyroom I

changedoutoftheblackdressandheelsIputona

navymaxidresswithsandalsthentookmycarkeys

Imetup with Lisa asusualshewasholding

Manson’shand

Lisa:“mom?”

Me:“I’m comingback”Ileftthem onthepassage

staringatmewhenIgotdownstairseveryonewas



staringsomewhispering

Dad:“fezekathisisnothowthingsaredone”

Me:“Ijustburiedmysontheotheroneisinthe

hospitalconnectedtomillionmachinessodon’ttell

mehowthingsaresupposedtobedone”Igotout

thehousegotinmycarasIdroveoutthegarage

Bayandawasstandingthereheopenedthedoorand

gotin

Bayanda:“wherearewegoing?”

Me:“hospital”henoddedIdroveoff.

Wewentstraighttohim hewasstillconnectedto

the machines buthe looked biggerwith every

passing daythe doctors were happywith the

improvement

Bayanda:“hestilldoesn’thavename”hewasjust

writtenBabyJamesonhistag



Me:“Bj”hechuckled

Bayanda:“soundslikeblowjob”Ilookedathimwe

laughedforthefirsttimesinceIpassedoutthree

weeksagowelaughed

Me:“yousonasty”

Bayanda:“I’m protectingmysonfrom beingbullied

throughouthisschoolingcareer”

Me:“Tj”

Bayanda:“TylerJuniorJames”hekissedmyhead“I

loveit”Ilookedupathim

Me:“wegoingtogetthroughthisBayandatogether

don’tinvolveanotherpersonoralcoholpleaseI

won’tcope”

Bayanda:“youtoostrongforme”Iwrappedmy

handsaroundhiswaistputmyheadonhischest

listeningtohisheartbeatwhichwasbeatingtoo



loudlyandfast

Me:“Iloveyouandyoumakemestrong”hebrushed

myhairkissingit

Bayanda:“Iloveyou”

PART41UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#zama

*

*

IwaswokenupbysomeshoutingIsatuponthe

bedBrianwasstandingbytheglasswalltalkingon

thephone

Brian:“whatwashethinking?!!…..howcanhenot

know whothefatherofhisgirlfriendis?!Jesus

Christandyoualllethimpullthisoff?!……Iwillnot

havemyfamilyatriskbecauseLusandawasstupid



enoughtodateDemus’sdaughterandtrytokillhis

soninlaw……evenifthatwasthecaseMpiloIget

thathefellinloveandhewashurtingbuthewasnot

beingrational,doyouallrealisethatwhathedidwas

disrespectfulanddangerous….nofuckthatshityou

knowhowzamaisshewon’tjustagree……fuck!!I

justcamebackfrom myhoneymoonIdon’tneed

thisshit”heturnedandsawthatIwasupitwasstill

nightwestartedateachotherthelightfromoutside

shinninginthroughthewall”babe”

Me:“what’sgoingon?”

Brian:“uhm”hesatonthebedlookingdown“howdo

youfeelaboutspendingsometimeincapetownwith

thekids?”

Me:“wejustcamehomelastnight”

Brian:“Iknowbaby”

Me:“what’sgoingonBriananddon’tlietome”



Brian:“lusandamessedupbabyandsomereally

dangerouspeoplearecomingafterhim”

Me:“whatdidhedo?”

Brian:“hetriedtokillYamkelani’shusbandandturns

outshe’sthedaughterofsomeonewhodoesn’ttake

threatlightly”

Me:“soherfatherwantstokillLusanda”

Brian:“notjustherfatherherbrothersaswell”

Me:“sotheycomingafterhimnotyou”

Brian:“weallbrotherszamawedon’tleaveone

anotherbehindhismeandI’m him,rightnowhe

needsourhelpandIneedtoknowthatyouandmy

kidsareokayandprotected”

Me:“Idon’tseewhywehavetogoBrianIdon’twant

togoBrian”hesighedrubbinghiseyes

Brian:“pleasemylovejustdothisforme”



Me:“Brian”

Brian:“itwon’tevenbeaweek”

Me:“okay”hecrawledonthebedcomingtomehe

pulledmebymylegtolaydownthengotbetween

mylegs

Brian:“thejetwillbehereinanhour”wehadmoved

toourknewhouseitevenhadanhelipaditwasso

hugeevenhadaviewofthelake

Me:“ifIhadsaidno”hechuckled

Brian:“Iwastakingmychances,packSneSarah

SisiphoandMbaliwillbeheresoon”

Me:“isitthatbadBrian”

Brian:“Idon’twantyoutoworryokay”

Me:“promisemeyougoingtobesafe”heentered

megentlyIwasstillwetfrom hissperm afterthe

previousround



Brian:“I’llbesafe”hemoveddeepermybackarched

andIcriedoutsoftly.

Minute laterIwas packing forthe kids while

Thembekawaspackingherclothes,whenIwas

doneItookaquickgotoutputonleggingsanda

sweater

Brian:“Iloveyou”hewasstandingbehindmeIwas

tyingmyweave

Me:“Iloveyoumonwabisi”hesmiledwewere

lookingateachotheronthemirror

Brian:“youtheonlypersonwhocallsmethatIlove

it”

Me:“Iknowyouloveit”hetouchedmystomach

Brian:“I’msurewepregnantnow,youwilldotherest

whenyoucomeback”

Me:“Itoldyoutostopstressingoverthat,I’llfall



pregnantwhenittimeto”henoddedandkissedmy

cheek

Brian:“everyoneiswaitingforyou”Inodded

Me:“youkissedyourkids”

Brian:“yes”Iturnedandfacedhim

Me:“youkissedyourwife?”Hesmiledandcupped

myfaceIstoodonmytoeswekissedshortly

Brian:“yes”heheldmyhandwewalkedouttothe

backyarddowntothehelipadwegotin

Me:“hey”IsatdownBriandidmybelt

Them:“hey”mybabieswerestillasleepintheircar

seats

Brian:“Iloveyou”wekissed

Me:“yougonnabesafe?”

Brian:“always”hekissedthekidsthenwalkedout



wetookoff,Mbalimovedandcametositnexttome

Mbali:“what’sgoingonZama?”Theyalllookedat

meIshruggedmyshoulders

Sisipho:“bullshitzamayoudoknowBriandoesn’t

hidethingsfromyou”

Me:“whydidn’tyouallaskyourmen”

Sne:“allIknowisthatVuyaniisfreakedoutand

whenhisfreakedouthedoesn’ttalk”

Sarah:“zamacomeonbru”Isighed

Me:“Idon’tknow”iftheymendidn’ttellthem who

wasItosayanything

Sisipho:“allMpilosaidwasthatImustpackI’m

goingtocapetown”

Me:“noexplanation?”TheyallshooktheirheadsI

nodded

Sarah:“wegoingtothehotel?”



Me:“myhouse”

Sisipho:“yougotahousethere?”

Mbali:“yeahitsobeautiful”

Sne:“withthebestview”

Sisipho:“youtwobeenthere”shepointedatMbali

andsnetheynodded,SarahandSisipholookedat

eachotherIknowitwasbad,aftertheyfoundoutwe

wentto Dubaiwithoutthem they were mad

forgettingthatwenotfriends

Sarah:“againweleftbehind”therewassilencefor

likeaminute

Me:“wellweallgoingtherenow soyeahand

besidesitnotlikeitwasaplannedthingwejust

wentthereforaweekendVuyanisurpriseduswith

ticketstoseeAnthonyHamilton”Ameliawokeup

withasoftcryItookherbeforeThembekadid

“morningbaby”sherubbedhereyes



Amelia:“mama?”Shesmiledandwrappedherarms

aroundmyneckwhenwegothometheywere

asleepandwehadn’tseenthemfor3weeks

Me:“yesbaby”Iheldhertightly

Amelia:“dada?”

Me:“dadaisnothere.Givemeherbottle”Mbali

passedittome“youlooksogrownbaby”shesmiled

Ikissedherforeheadstartedfeeding.

Whenwelandedthesunwasoutanditwasa

beautifulsunnymorning.Brian’scousinstayedinthe

guesthousehelookedafterthehousehemetusin

thedrivewaywhenwepulledup

Nick:“zamagcina!”HisAfrikaansaccentjustkilled

mynameitalwaysmademelaugh

Me:“Nickhey”hetookMarcelweallwalkedinthe

houseIshowedeveryonetheroomstheyweregoing

tosleepintheyallwenttosettleinwhileImade



breakfastIcalledBrianwhilewaitingforthefoodto

bedonebuthisphonewentonvoicemailIbreathed

outtellingmyselftonotworrySnegotinwhileIwas

lookingoutthewindowlookingatthewaves

Sne:“haveyouspokentoBrian?”Ishookmyhead

“vuyani’sphoneisonvoicemail”

Me:“Brianaswell”

Sne:“youdoknowwhat’sgoingondon’tyou”

Me:“IknowbutIcan’ttell”shenoddedIcouldsee

fearinhereyes

Sne:“I’mscaredzamajusttellmetheyokay”

Me:“theyokay”Iturnedtothestovehopingthatthey

areokay

.

.

#Sne



*

*

Iwokeupfeelinghotitbeentwodayssincewegot

inCliftonIdidn’tevenneedtoturntoknowitwas

vuyani’sarmsthatwerearoundmybodyhisscent

filledtheroom

Me:“baby”

Vuyani:“yes”hisvoicewassoraw Ijustknew

somethingiswrongItriedturningbutheheldme

tightly

Me:“vuyaniwhatwrong?”Heliftedmythigh“just

talktome”

Vuyani:“Iwill”herubbedonmypunaniwhilesucking

onmyneckhisotherhandpinchingandpullinghard

onmynippleuntilIwasdrippingwethemovedand

gotoffthebedhepulledmeoffthebedIturnedto

facehim



Me:“what’sgoingonbaby?”Hesmashedhislipson

minewekissedroughlywithhimevenbitingmylips

toapointofpainheturnedmearoundrippedoffmy

pjbottom Iwasstillinshockwhenhepressedmy

upperbodydownonthebedmakingmebendand

slammedintomehardIcriedoutinamixtureof

painandpleasurehefuckedmehardbythetimehe

camewithaloudgrowlmybodywastremblingin

painIcouldn’tevenstandproperlyIjustfellonthe

floorhewenttothebathroomIwasintearshecame

backandliftedmeupIwincedinpainwhenhe

wipedmewithawarmtowelhegotinbedIturned

facingawayfromhimhesighed

Vuyani:“I’m sorryIshouldn’thavelostmyselflike

that”IsniffedIcouldn’tstopcrying“I’msorrySneI’m

reallysorry”hemovedandcametostandinfrontof

me“myheart”Ishookmyhead

Me:“justletmebeplease”hegaspedthenworehis



sweatpantshewalkedoutbangingthedoorIcried

foragoodhourbeforegettingoffthebedIpicked

upthetowelhehadusedtowipemeithadbloodon

itIwenttothebathroom mybodyhadbruisesI

lookedatthescaronmythighthatwasrefusingto

fadeitwasfromthetimehebeatmeupwithabeltI

tookagotbathinglettingthebathsaltshealmy

bodyafterawhileIgotout,Lotionedmybodygot

dressedinablackmaxidresswithslitsonthesides

Itiedmyweaveintoamessybunputonmakeupto

hide my puffy eyes Iwentdownstairs found

everyonehavingbreakfastoutsideIsatnextto

vuyanithemoodwassoretheguyslookedlikehell

Vuyani:“weleavingnow packupyourthings”he

stoodupandwalkedawayeveryonelookedatmeI

justcontinuedeating

Me:“what?!Stopstaringatme”theguysallstoodup

andfollowedvuyanitheygirlfriendsranafterthem



leavingzamaandIonthetable

Zama:“lusandadiedhewasshot”Idroppedthefork

inshock“youknowhewasvuyani’sbestfriend”

Me:“ohGod”Istoodupandwalkedfastintothe

housegoingtothebedroomIwasusingIfoundhim

sittingintheshowerwaterfallinghardonhimItook

offmydressgotinIkneltnexttohim “baby”he

lookedatmehiseyeswerebloodredIcouldtellhe

wascryingeventhoughIcouldn’tseehistearsIsat

downheouthisheadonmythigh“it’sokayitgoing

tobeokayIpromise”

Vuyani:“IlosthimSnehisnevercomingback”helet

outaloudsobandcutrightthroughmyheart“they

justshothimSnelikehewasanobody”

Me:“wannatalkaboutit”heshookhisheadwe

stayedinthewateruntilitgotcold“baby?”Hestood

upandhelpedmeupwegotdressedinsilencethe



flightbacktodbnwasjustsilencethejetlandedin

Brian’shouseweallgotoffZamawascarrying

AmeliawhilepullingMarcel’shandtheywentinthe

housewhileweallgotindifferentcarstheguys

spokealittlethenseparatedvuyanigotinanddrove

off

Vuyani:“I’m goingtodropyouoffatyourhouse”I

didn’teven know how to reactbecauseIhad

basicallymovedinwithhim

Me:“why?”

Vuyani:“Idon’twanttohurtyouSne”

Me:“I’mnotgoingthereifyounotthereVuyani”he

lookedatmeshakinghishead“I’mserious”

Vuyani:“areyousure?”

Me:“yes”henoddedwhenwegottohishousehe

wentstraighttothegym Iunpackedmybagstook

thelaundrybaskettothelaundryroomthenwentto



thekitchenIfoundmam’gloriashewasournew

helper

Her:“helloSne”

Me:“hellomah”

Her:“wouldyoulikeasnackIhaven’tstartedon

lunch”

Me:“nomahweokayyoucangorestI’llcook”she

smiledshewasteachingmehowtocook

Her:“okay,I’llbeinmyroom ifyouneedme”she

walkedoutImadeasnackforvuyaniandImadea

snackforvuyaniandIthenIwenttothegymIfound

himbusyonthepunchingbaghewasintearsmusic

wasplayingloudly

Me:“baby”hedidn’tpayattentiontomeIswitched

offtheradiohelookedathim hiseyescoldand

domineering“Ibroughtyouasnack”



Vuyani:“Idon’tneeditbutI’dlikesomethingelse”he

walkedtomeIshookmyhead

Me:“I’msoreVuyani”heshruggedhisshouldersand

wentbacktoboxing

Vuyani:“switchontheradio”IdidandwalkedoutI

wenttotheloungehadmysnackwhilewatchingtvI

decidedtocalldadhestillhadn’tcametoSAbuthe

spokeoftenhepickedupimmediately

Dad:“princess”

Me:“hidaddy,howareyouhowarethingathome?”

Dad:“I’m okayeverything isokayyourmother

missesyou”

Me:“shedoesn’tcall”

Dad:“youalsodon’tcall”

Me:“Ididn’tcalltotalkaboutmom”

Dad:“Iknow”



Me:“Vuyanijustlosthisbestfrienddadthey’vebeen

friendssinceprimaryschoolandhisnottakingit

wellIdon’tknowhowtohelphim”

Dad:“givehimspacetobreathdon’tcrowdhim”

Me:“Iwanttobethereforhim”

Dad:“hewilltellyouwhatheneedsfromyoudon’t

arguewithhim”

.

I’dbelyingifIsaidVuyaniwastakingthiswell

becausehewasn’tbutasdayswentonhegotalittle

better.WewereinPEforthefuneralitwassucha

sadsituationhismotherandlittlesisterwouldn’t

stopcryingtheservicewassoemotionalwewereall

inblackthemccalledfortheguystheyallstoodup

wenttothefront

Zama:“ohGod”allourmouthshungopenwhen

Sabelowenttothestage



Me:“thisisnotgood”theguyslookedathimBrian

lookedatzamasheshookherheadpleadingwitha

tightsmileSabelosaidsomethingIsaw vuyani

reachingforsomethingonhiswaistIknewitwasa

gun

Zama:“Godno”Mpilosaidsomethingvuyanicleared

histhroatandstartedspeakingonthemicrophone,

bythetimetheyfinishedtalkingwewereintears

theygotoffthestagesabelodisappearedwhilethe

otherscamebacktous

Zama:“I’msorry”shesqueezedBrian’sthighhejust

shookhisheadtheywereallangry

Vuyani:“I’llkillhimhebetterbegratefulwearound

Lusanda’sparents”

Sne:“babycalm down”helookedatmewithhis

bottomlipbetweenhisteethIbrushedtheupperone

withmythumbheclosedhiseyeswhenheopened



themtheywereburningwithdesire

Vuyani:“fuck”hesmashedhislipsonmineIgasped

wekissedshortly,Briansteppedoutandzama

followed him the guys looked ateach other

communicatingwiththeireyes

Siya:“hewouldn’tnottomysister”hegotupfast

goingoutsideMbalifollowedafterhim Iheard

shoutingfromoutside

Me:“shouldwecheckonthem”

Vuyani:“zamacanhandleherhusband”Inoddedwe

turnedourattentionbacktotheservice,whenitwas

donetheywenttocarrythecasketSabeloshowed

upagain,Brianandsiyawerebackbutzamaand

Mbaliwerenotbackwewalkedoutgoingtothe

graveyardMbaliandzamacametousafterthe

graveyardwedrovebacktoLusanda’shomefor

lunch



Me:“you’vebeencryingareyouokay”shetightened

herlipsandnodded”I’msorry”

Zama:“it’snotyourfault”Ibrushedherbackshelaid

herheadonmyshoulder“Ijustwantthisdaytobe

overandIhopesabelodisappearsbeforethisisover

orwegoingtohavetowatchsomereallifeaction”

Me:“theywouldn’tpullouttheirgunsinfrontofall

thesepeople”

Zama:“theywouldsabeloreallymessedupand

vuyaniblameshimforyourmiscarriage”Ilookedat

vuyanithey were standing nextto the grave

watchingthecasketgodownLusanda’smom was

wailingthedaywasjustfilledwithsadnessweleft

atnightgoingbacktothehotelweallhaddinner

togethertheguysweredrinkinglikethere’sno

tomorrow

Me:“slowdownbaby”



Vuyani:“I’mnotdrivingmyheartthere’snoneed”

Sisipho:“whenareyougettingmarriedMbali”Mbali

giggledlookingatherengagementring

Mbali:“assoonasSiyasendshisunclestomeet

withmyuncles”

Siya:“whichissoon”

Mbali:“mymaidofhonorrighthereneedstogetme

aplanner”zamasmiled

Ethan:“let’sgoclubbing”

Mpilo:“greatidea”hewavedoverourwaitress

Zama:“I’dliketogotobedBrian”

Brian:“I’lldropyouoffI’mgoingclubbing”

Me:“babyI’dliketosleepaswellI’mtired”

Vuyani:“youwillridewithBrianwhenhisgoingto

dropoffzama”



Siya:“babe?”

Mbali:“a.aI’m goingclubbing”welaughedMpilo

paidweallgotout

Sisipho:“ohSelunathiiscomingtotheclubwithus”

zamastoppedwalkingandlookedather

Zama:“excuseme”

Sisipho:“she’s here visiting so she’s coming

clubbingwithus”

Zama:“hhu”shegotinthecarandbangedthedoor

Mpilo:“babethatwasunnecessary”

Sisipho:“wejustgoingdrinkingain’tlikeI’msaying

she’sgoingtosharearoomwithBrian”theygotin

thecarvuyaniopenedthebackseatdoorforme

Vuyani:“IloveyouI’llseeyouinafewhours”we

kissed

Me:“Iloveyouanddon’tdoanythingstupid”he



chuckled

Vuyani:“Mbaliwillbetheresodon’tworry”

Me:“you mean ifshe wasn’tyou would do

somethingstupid”

Vuyani:“never!”WekissedthenIgotinBriandrove

offthetensionbetweenthesetwowassoweird

becausetheydon’teverfightiftheydotheydon’t

showitwhenwegottothehotelBrianparkedbythe

frontdoor

Zama:“youmightaswellgoparkintheparkinglot

becauseyounotgoingtothatstupidclub”

Brian:“zama”

Zama:“don’teven”hedrovetotheparkinglotand

parkedweallgotoffwentinthehotelstraightupto

ourroomsallourroomswereononefloor

Me:“goodnight”



Brian:“night”

Zama:“nightbooIloveyou”

Me:“loveyou”WehuggedIgotinmyroom

Brian:“lockthedoor”Inoddedandclosedthedoor

lockingitItookashowergotinmypjsthenwentto

bedaftertextingdad

.

Iwaswokenupbythewaterintheshowergoingoff

Igotofthebedwalkedtothebathroomvuyaniwas

intheshowerIpickeduphissuitfromthefloorhis

whiteshirthadbloodstainsIopenedthedoorhe

lookedatmeIshowedhimtheshirt

Me:“yougotinafightvuyani?”Heshruggedhis

shoulders“youcan’ttalk”

Vuyani:“itwasn’treallyafightmorelikeIbeat

someoneup”



Me:“why?Vuyaniyoutoooldforthis”

Vuyani:“itSabelo’sIkilledhim”Istaredathim he

wasn’tevenfazed

Me:“vuyani?”

Vuyani:“hekilledmychildIwasnevergoingtoever

lethimlive”IstaredintotheeyesofthemanIwas

madlyinlovewithhopingtoseeremorsebutallI

saw was coldness and no regretPART 41

UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#zama

*

*

IwaswokenupbysomeshoutingIsatuponthe

bedBrianwasstandingbytheglasswalltalkingon

thephone



Brian:“whatwashethinking?!!…..howcanhenot

know whothefatherofhisgirlfriendis?!Jesus

Christandyoualllethimpullthisoff?!……Iwillnot

havemyfamilyatriskbecauseLusandawasstupid

enoughtodateDemus’sdaughterandtrytokillhis

soninlaw……evenifthatwasthecaseMpiloIget

thathefellinloveandhewashurtingbuthewasnot

beingrational,doyouallrealisethatwhathedidwas

disrespectfulanddangerous….nofuckthatshityou

knowhowzamaisshewon’tjustagree……fuck!!I

justcamebackfrom myhoneymoonIdon’tneed

thisshit”heturnedandsawthatIwasupitwasstill

nightwestartedateachotherthelightfromoutside

shinninginthroughthewall”babe”

Me:“what’sgoingon?”

Brian:“uhm”hesatonthebedlookingdown“howdo

youfeelaboutspendingsometimeincapetownwith

thekids?”



Me:“wejustcamehomelastnight”

Brian:“Iknowbaby”

Me:“what’sgoingonBriananddon’tlietome”

Brian:“lusandamessedupbabyandsomereally

dangerouspeoplearecomingafterhim”

Me:“whatdidhedo?”

Brian:“hetriedtokillYamkelani’shusbandandturns

outshe’sthedaughterofsomeonewhodoesn’ttake

threatlightly”

Me:“soherfatherwantstokillLusanda”

Brian:“notjustherfatherherbrothersaswell”

Me:“sotheycomingafterhimnotyou”

Brian:“weallbrotherszamawedon’tleaveone

anotherbehindhismeandI’m him,rightnowhe

needsourhelpandIneedtoknowthatyouandmy

kidsareokayandprotected”



Me:“Idon’tseewhywehavetogoBrianIdon’twant

togoBrian”hesighedrubbinghiseyes

Brian:“pleasemylovejustdothisforme”

Me:“Brian”

Brian:“itwon’tevenbeaweek”

Me:“okay”hecrawledonthebedcomingtomehe

pulledmebymylegtolaydownthengotbetween

mylegs

Brian:“thejetwillbehereinanhour”wehadmoved

toourknewhouseitevenhadanhelipaditwasso

hugeevenhadaviewofthelake

Me:“ifIhadsaidno”hechuckled

Brian:“Iwastakingmychances,packSneSarah

SisiphoandMbaliwillbeheresoon”

Me:“isitthatbadBrian”

Brian:“Idon’twantyoutoworryokay”



Me:“promisemeyougoingtobesafe”heentered

megentlyIwasstillwetfrom hissperm afterthe

previousround

Brian:“I’llbesafe”hemoveddeepermybackarched

andIcriedoutsoftly.

Minute laterIwas packing forthe kids while

Thembekawaspackingherclothes,whenIwas

doneItookaquickgotoutputonleggingsanda

sweater

Brian:“Iloveyou”hewasstandingbehindmeIwas

tyingmyweave

Me:“Iloveyoumonwabisi”hesmiledwewere

lookingateachotheronthemirror

Brian:“youtheonlypersonwhocallsmethatIlove

it”

Me:“Iknowyouloveit”hetouchedmystomach



Brian:“I’msurewepregnantnow,youwilldotherest

whenyoucomeback”

Me:“Itoldyoutostopstressingoverthat,I’llfall

pregnantwhenittimeto”henoddedandkissedmy

cheek

Brian:“everyoneiswaitingforyou”Inodded

Me:“youkissedyourkids”

Brian:“yes”Iturnedandfacedhim

Me:“youkissedyourwife?”Hesmiledandcupped

myfaceIstoodonmytoeswekissedshortly

Brian:“yes”heheldmyhandwewalkedouttothe

backyarddowntothehelipadwegotin

Me:“hey”IsatdownBriandidmybelt

Them:“hey”mybabieswerestillasleepintheircar

seats

Brian:“Iloveyou”wekissed



Me:“yougonnabesafe?”

Brian:“always”hekissedthekidsthenwalkedout

wetookoff,Mbalimovedandcametositnexttome

Mbali:“what’sgoingonZama?”Theyalllookedat

meIshruggedmyshoulders

Sisipho:“bullshitzamayoudoknowBriandoesn’t

hidethingsfromyou”

Me:“whydidn’tyouallaskyourmen”

Sne:“allIknowisthatVuyaniisfreakedoutand

whenhisfreakedouthedoesn’ttalk”

Sarah:“zamacomeonbru”Isighed

Me:“Idon’tknow”iftheymendidn’ttellthem who

wasItosayanything

Sisipho:“allMpilosaidwasthatImustpackI’m

goingtocapetown”

Me:“noexplanation?”TheyallshooktheirheadsI



nodded

Sarah:“wegoingtothehotel?”

Me:“myhouse”

Sisipho:“yougotahousethere?”

Mbali:“yeahitsobeautiful”

Sne:“withthebestview”

Sisipho:“youtwobeenthere”shepointedatMbali

andsnetheynodded,SarahandSisipholookedat

eachotherIknowitwasbad,aftertheyfoundoutwe

wentto Dubaiwithoutthem they were mad

forgettingthatwenotfriends

Sarah:“againweleftbehind”therewassilencefor

likeaminute

Me:“wellweallgoingtherenow soyeahand

besidesitnotlikeitwasaplannedthingwejust

wentthereforaweekendVuyanisurpriseduswith



ticketstoseeAnthonyHamilton”Ameliawokeup

withasoftcryItookherbeforeThembekadid

“morningbaby”sherubbedhereyes

Amelia:“mama?”Shesmiledandwrappedherarms

aroundmyneckwhenwegothometheywere

asleepandwehadn’tseenthemfor3weeks

Me:“yesbaby”Iheldhertightly

Amelia:“dada?”

Me:“dadaisnothere.Givemeherbottle”Mbali

passedittome“youlooksogrownbaby”shesmiled

Ikissedherforeheadstartedfeeding.

Whenwelandedthesunwasoutanditwasa

beautifulsunnymorning.Brian’scousinstayedinthe

guesthousehelookedafterthehousehemetusin

thedrivewaywhenwepulledup

Nick:“zamagcina!”HisAfrikaansaccentjustkilled

mynameitalwaysmademelaugh



Me:“Nickhey”hetookMarcelweallwalkedinthe

houseIshowedeveryonetheroomstheyweregoing

tosleepintheyallwenttosettleinwhileImade

breakfastIcalledBrianwhilewaitingforthefoodto

bedonebuthisphonewentonvoicemailIbreathed

outtellingmyselftonotworrySnegotinwhileIwas

lookingoutthewindowlookingatthewaves

Sne:“haveyouspokentoBrian?”Ishookmyhead

“vuyani’sphoneisonvoicemail”

Me:“Brianaswell”

Sne:“youdoknowwhat’sgoingondon’tyou”

Me:“IknowbutIcan’ttell”shenoddedIcouldsee

fearinhereyes

Sne:“I’mscaredzamajusttellmetheyokay”

Me:“theyokay”Iturnedtothestovehopingthatthey

areokay



.

.

#Sne

*

*

Iwokeupfeelinghotitbeentwodayssincewegot

inCliftonIdidn’tevenneedtoturntoknowitwas

vuyani’sarmsthatwerearoundmybodyhisscent

filledtheroom

Me:“baby”

Vuyani:“yes”hisvoicewassoraw Ijustknew

somethingiswrongItriedturningbutheheldme

tightly

Me:“vuyaniwhatwrong?”Heliftedmythigh“just

talktome”

Vuyani:“Iwill”herubbedonmypunaniwhilesucking



onmyneckhisotherhandpinchingandpullinghard

onmynippleuntilIwasdrippingwethemovedand

gotoffthebedhepulledmeoffthebedIturnedto

facehim

Me:“what’sgoingonbaby?”Hesmashedhislipson

minewekissedroughlywithhimevenbitingmylips

toapointofpainheturnedmearoundrippedoffmy

pjbottom Iwasstillinshockwhenhepressedmy

upperbodydownonthebedmakingmebendand

slammedintomehardIcriedoutinamixtureof

painandpleasurehefuckedmehardbythetimehe

camewithaloudgrowlmybodywastremblingin

painIcouldn’tevenstandproperlyIjustfellonthe

floorhewenttothebathroomIwasintearshecame

backandliftedmeupIwincedinpainwhenhe

wipedmewithawarmtowelhegotinbedIturned

facingawayfromhimhesighed

Vuyani:“I’m sorryIshouldn’thavelostmyselflike



that”IsniffedIcouldn’tstopcrying“I’msorrySneI’m

reallysorry”hemovedandcametostandinfrontof

me“myheart”Ishookmyhead

Me:“justletmebeplease”hegaspedthenworehis

sweatpantshewalkedoutbangingthedoorIcried

foragoodhourbeforegettingoffthebedIpicked

upthetowelhehadusedtowipemeithadbloodon

itIwenttothebathroom mybodyhadbruisesI

lookedatthescaronmythighthatwasrefusingto

fadeitwasfromthetimehebeatmeupwithabeltI

tookagotbathinglettingthebathsaltshealmy

bodyafterawhileIgotout,Lotionedmybodygot

dressedinablackmaxidresswithslitsonthesides

Itiedmyweaveintoamessybunputonmakeupto

hide my puffy eyes Iwentdownstairs found

everyonehavingbreakfastoutsideIsatnextto

vuyanithemoodwassoretheguyslookedlikehell

Vuyani:“weleavingnow packupyourthings”he



stoodupandwalkedawayeveryonelookedatmeI

justcontinuedeating

Me:“what?!Stopstaringatme”theguysallstoodup

andfollowedvuyanitheygirlfriendsranafterthem

leavingzamaandIonthetable

Zama:“lusandadiedhewasshot”Idroppedthefork

inshock“youknowhewasvuyani’sbestfriend”

Me:“ohGod”Istoodupandwalkedfastintothe

housegoingtothebedroomIwasusingIfoundhim

sittingintheshowerwaterfallinghardonhimItook

offmydressgotinIkneltnexttohim “baby”he

lookedatmehiseyeswerebloodredIcouldtellhe

wascryingeventhoughIcouldn’tseehistearsIsat

downheouthisheadonmythigh“it’sokayitgoing

tobeokayIpromise”

Vuyani:“IlosthimSnehisnevercomingback”helet

outaloudsobandcutrightthroughmyheart“they



justshothimSnelikehewasanobody”

Me:“wannatalkaboutit”heshookhisheadwe

stayedinthewateruntilitgotcold“baby?”Hestood

upandhelpedmeupwegotdressedinsilencethe

flightbacktodbnwasjustsilencethejetlandedin

Brian’shouseweallgotoffZamawascarrying

AmeliawhilepullingMarcel’shandtheywentinthe

housewhileweallgotindifferentcarstheguys

spokealittlethenseparatedvuyanigotinanddrove

off

Vuyani:“I’m goingtodropyouoffatyourhouse”I

didn’teven know how to reactbecauseIhad

basicallymovedinwithhim

Me:“why?”

Vuyani:“Idon’twanttohurtyouSne”

Me:“I’mnotgoingthereifyounotthereVuyani”he

lookedatmeshakinghishead“I’mserious”



Vuyani:“areyousure?”

Me:“yes”henoddedwhenwegottohishousehe

wentstraighttothegym Iunpackedmybagstook

thelaundrybaskettothelaundryroomthenwentto

thekitchenIfoundmam’gloriashewasournew

helper

Her:“helloSne”

Me:“hellomah”

Her:“wouldyoulikeasnackIhaven’tstartedon

lunch”

Me:“nomahweokayyoucangorestI’llcook”she

smiledshewasteachingmehowtocook

Her:“okay,I’llbeinmyroom ifyouneedme”she

walkedoutImadeasnackforvuyaniandImadea

snackforvuyaniandIthenIwenttothegymIfound

himbusyonthepunchingbaghewasintearsmusic

wasplayingloudly



Me:“baby”hedidn’tpayattentiontomeIswitched

offtheradiohelookedathim hiseyescoldand

domineering“Ibroughtyouasnack”

Vuyani:“Idon’tneeditbutI’dlikesomethingelse”he

walkedtomeIshookmyhead

Me:“I’msoreVuyani”heshruggedhisshouldersand

wentbacktoboxing

Vuyani:“switchontheradio”IdidandwalkedoutI

wenttotheloungehadmysnackwhilewatchingtvI

decidedtocalldadhestillhadn’tcametoSAbuthe

spokeoftenhepickedupimmediately

Dad:“princess”

Me:“hidaddy,howareyouhowarethingathome?”

Dad:“I’m okayeverything isokayyourmother

missesyou”

Me:“shedoesn’tcall”



Dad:“youalsodon’tcall”

Me:“Ididn’tcalltotalkaboutmom”

Dad:“Iknow”

Me:“Vuyanijustlosthisbestfrienddadthey’vebeen

friendssinceprimaryschoolandhisnottakingit

wellIdon’tknowhowtohelphim”

Dad:“givehimspacetobreathdon’tcrowdhim”

Me:“Iwanttobethereforhim”

Dad:“hewilltellyouwhatheneedsfromyoudon’t

arguewithhim”

.

I’dbelyingifIsaidVuyaniwastakingthiswell

becausehewasn’tbutasdayswentonhegotalittle

better.WewereinPEforthefuneralitwassucha

sadsituationhismotherandlittlesisterwouldn’t

stopcryingtheservicewassoemotionalwewereall



inblackthemccalledfortheguystheyallstoodup

wenttothefront

Zama:“ohGod”allourmouthshungopenwhen

Sabelowenttothestage

Me:“thisisnotgood”theguyslookedathimBrian

lookedatzamasheshookherheadpleadingwitha

tightsmileSabelosaidsomethingIsaw vuyani

reachingforsomethingonhiswaistIknewitwasa

gun

Zama:“Godno”Mpilosaidsomethingvuyanicleared

histhroatandstartedspeakingonthemicrophone,

bythetimetheyfinishedtalkingwewereintears

theygotoffthestagesabelodisappearedwhilethe

otherscamebacktous

Zama:“I’msorry”shesqueezedBrian’sthighhejust

shookhisheadtheywereallangry

Vuyani:“I’llkillhimhebetterbegratefulwearound



Lusanda’sparents”

Sne:“babycalm down”helookedatmewithhis

bottomlipbetweenhisteethIbrushedtheupperone

withmythumbheclosedhiseyeswhenheopened

themtheywereburningwithdesire

Vuyani:“fuck”hesmashedhislipsonmineIgasped

wekissedshortly,Briansteppedoutandzama

followed him the guys looked ateach other

communicatingwiththeireyes

Siya:“hewouldn’tnottomysister”hegotupfast

goingoutsideMbalifollowedafterhim Iheard

shoutingfromoutside

Me:“shouldwecheckonthem”

Vuyani:“zamacanhandleherhusband”Inoddedwe

turnedourattentionbacktotheservice,whenitwas

donetheywenttocarrythecasketSabeloshowed

upagain,Brianandsiyawerebackbutzamaand



Mbaliwerenotbackwewalkedoutgoingtothe

graveyardMbaliandzamacametousafterthe

graveyardwedrovebacktoLusanda’shomefor

lunch

Me:“you’vebeencryingareyouokay”shetightened

herlipsandnodded”I’msorry”

Zama:“it’snotyourfault”Ibrushedherbackshelaid

herheadonmyshoulder“Ijustwantthisdaytobe

overandIhopesabelodisappearsbeforethisisover

orwegoingtohavetowatchsomereallifeaction”

Me:“theywouldn’tpullouttheirgunsinfrontofall

thesepeople”

Zama:“theywouldsabeloreallymessedupand

vuyaniblameshimforyourmiscarriage”Ilookedat

vuyanithey were standing nextto the grave

watchingthecasketgodownLusanda’smom was

wailingthedaywasjustfilledwithsadnessweleft



atnightgoingbacktothehotelweallhaddinner

togethertheguysweredrinkinglikethere’sno

tomorrow

Me:“slowdownbaby”

Vuyani:“I’mnotdrivingmyheartthere’snoneed”

Sisipho:“whenareyougettingmarriedMbali”Mbali

giggledlookingatherengagementring

Mbali:“assoonasSiyasendshisunclestomeet

withmyuncles”

Siya:“whichissoon”

Mbali:“mymaidofhonorrighthereneedstogetme

aplanner”zamasmiled

Ethan:“let’sgoclubbing”

Mpilo:“greatidea”hewavedoverourwaitress

Zama:“I’dliketogotobedBrian”



Brian:“I’lldropyouoffI’mgoingclubbing”

Me:“babyI’dliketosleepaswellI’mtired”

Vuyani:“youwillridewithBrianwhenhisgoingto

dropoffzama”

Siya:“babe?”

Mbali:“a.aI’m goingclubbing”welaughedMpilo

paidweallgotout

Sisipho:“ohSelunathiiscomingtotheclubwithus”

zamastoppedwalkingandlookedather

Zama:“excuseme”

Sisipho:“she’s here visiting so she’s coming

clubbingwithus”

Zama:“hhu”shegotinthecarandbangedthedoor

Mpilo:“babethatwasunnecessary”

Sisipho:“wejustgoingdrinkingain’tlikeI’msaying



she’sgoingtosharearoomwithBrian”theygotin

thecarvuyaniopenedthebackseatdoorforme

Vuyani:“IloveyouI’llseeyouinafewhours”we

kissed

Me:“Iloveyouanddon’tdoanythingstupid”he

chuckled

Vuyani:“Mbaliwillbetheresodon’tworry”

Me:“you mean ifshe wasn’tyou would do

somethingstupid”

Vuyani:“never!”WekissedthenIgotinBriandrove

offthetensionbetweenthesetwowassoweird

becausetheydon’teverfightiftheydotheydon’t

showitwhenwegottothehotelBrianparkedbythe

frontdoor

Zama:“youmightaswellgoparkintheparkinglot

becauseyounotgoingtothatstupidclub”



Brian:“zama”

Zama:“don’teven”hedrovetotheparkinglotand

parkedweallgotoffwentinthehotelstraightupto

ourroomsallourroomswereononefloor

Me:“goodnight”

Brian:“night”

Zama:“nightbooIloveyou”

Me:“loveyou”WehuggedIgotinmyroom

Brian:“lockthedoor”Inoddedandclosedthedoor

lockingitItookashowergotinmypjsthenwentto

bedaftertextingdad

.

Iwaswokenupbythewaterintheshowergoingoff

Igotofthebedwalkedtothebathroomvuyaniwas

intheshowerIpickeduphissuitfromthefloorhis

whiteshirthadbloodstainsIopenedthedoorhe



lookedatmeIshowedhimtheshirt

Me:“yougotinafightvuyani?”Heshruggedhis

shoulders“youcan’ttalk”

Vuyani:“itwasn’treallyafightmorelikeIbeat

someoneup”

Me:“why?Vuyaniyoutoooldforthis”

Vuyani:“itSabelo’sIkilledhim”Istaredathim he

wasn’tevenfazed

Me:“vuyani?”

Vuyani:“hekilledmychildIwasnevergoingtoever

lethimlive”IstaredintotheeyesofthemanIwas

madlyinlovewithhopingtoseeremorsebutallI

sawwascoldnessandnoregret

PART40UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#zama



*

*

Me:“yousuchasissy”hepushedmelightlylaughing

makingmelosefocus“Brianmanstopbeingasore

loser!!”Helaughedlouder

Brian:“I’mgonnabeatyoulove”

Me:“youwish”Iscoredthelastgoalhethrewthejoy

stickdownasIstoodupdancingaroundtwerking

“whoruntheworld?girls!Whorunthismother

fucker?Whoruntheworld?Girls!!”Isangfreely

Brian:“yousuchabadsinger”hegrabbedmywaist

andpulledmetohim

Me:“Ialwaysbeatyou”wewereplayingfifa

Brian:“don’tlie”hestartedticklingmeIlaughedout

loud

Me:“stopstop!”Hewasalsolaughing



Brian:“tellmeyouwillgivemeablowjob”Ishook

myheadlaughing“Iwon’tstoplove”hetickledme

untilIcouldn’tbreath“yougonnagiveittome”I

noddedhestoppedIgaspedforairhesmashedhis

lipsonmineIsatproperlyonhim fistedmyhands

onhishairhegroaneddeepeningthekissIpulled

backandhepoutedlookingsoadorableIsmiled

Me:“hi”hesmiledandpeckedmynose

Brian:“hi”wejuststaredateachothergrinninglike

goofyidiots“youreallyloveme,don’tyou?”

Me:“withallthatIam andmoreeventhoughyou

sickatfifa”welaughed

Brian:“Isexyoulikecrazythough”

Me:“yesyoudo”

Brian:“let’sgodancing”Igotoffhim

Me:“okaybutIthoughtweweregoingtomakelove”



hestoodupfastandgrabbedthenthrewmeonthe

bedIbouncedlaughing

Brian:“wemakelovethenwegodancing”

Me:“yesMrJames”

Brian:“letmetextthesefoolsfirst”hetookhis

phoneandsentatextquicklythengotontopofmeI

openedmylegs“wherewereweMrsJames”

Me:“wewereabouttomakelovesir”

Brian:“ohthatboringthing”hefakedayawnIjust

shookmyheadsmilinghepulledoffmysportbra“I

loveyourbreasts”

Me:“Iknowyoudo”wemadeslowloveagainand

againforhoursuntilhisfriendsstartedcalling

sayingtheyalreadyattheclubwetookashowerhad

our4throundthengotout

Brian:“pleasewearsomethingthatcoversup”I



rolledmyeyes

Me:“yesdaddy”hechuckledandspankedme“I

needtogoshopping”

Brian:“youbecomingaddicted”

Me:“youfindmyclothessexyhalfoftheseclothesI

boughtwhenIwaswithyoubutnowyoudon’tlike

thembecausetheyrevealing”heheldmywaistfrom

behind he was alreadyin jeans Iwas justin

underwear

Brian:“sorrylovewewillgoshoppingtomorrow”I

nodded“getdressed”hepeckedmyneckItookout

rippedpowderblueanklegrazerandawhitelace

bodysuitIgotdressedleftmyweaveloseputon

lightmakethenworemywhiteanklestrapheelsI

tookmyhangbagwalkedouttheclosetIfound

Brianstandingbythewalllookingoutsidetalkingto

thephone



Brian:“Idon’tknowbru…..yesweneedthatmoney

butit’srisky……okayletmelookattheresearch

thanwewilltalk…”Iclearedmythroat“shomf2

gottagothewifeiswaitingforme”hechuckledthen

droppedthecall

Me:“yourshadybusiness?”

Brian:“zama”

Me:“whenwillyoustop?”

Brian:“whenI’m sureyouandmychildrenwill

maintainthislifestyleevenwhenI’mdied”

Me:“Idon’tlikeitBrianIreallydon’titscaresme

sometimes”hewalkedtomeheldmychintiltingmy

headupstaringdeepinmyeyes

Brian:“youprotectedbabyitwon’tcometoyouI

promise”

Me:“ityouIworryabout”



Brian:“youhavenoideahowhappyitmakesmethat

youcarebutthisisonethingyoudon’teverhaveto

worryabout,okay?”Hegavemeasoftpeck

Me:“okay”

Brian:“youlookbeautiful”

Me:“thankyou”hegavemeanothersoftpeckthen

letgoofmychest

Brian:“let’sgo”

Me:“wetakingmycarandI’mdriving”helaughed

Brian:“youandthatcarofyours”hetookmyhand

wewalkedout

Me:“it’sthebest”hehadboughtmemynewcartwo

weeksback

Brian:”areyouevergoingtoletmedriveit?”

Me:“maybetonightifIgetdrunk”heclosedmydoor

thenwentontheothersideafterdoinghisbeltI



droveoff.Wearrivedattheclubwalkedinholding

handsasusualourgroupwassittingaroundatable

filledwithalcohol

Mbali:“babyboo!!!”Shewasalreadydrunkand

sittingonsiya’slap

Me:“heyhoney”wehuggedIwalkedovertoSne

gaveherahug“heyboo”

Sne:“youokay?Youlookbeautiful”

Me:“sodoyou.YeahI’m okaylittlemissMbaliis

alreadydrunk”

Mbali:“don’tyoustartwithmeMrsJamesandI’m

tipsynotdrunk”Ishookmyheadgigglingthensat

nexttoBrianhegavemeaglassofchampagne

Me:“thankyoulove”hepeckedmycheek

Siya:“howaremynieceandnephew”

Brian:“growingeverydaymanweneedalittleoneto



hold”

Siya:“myflowerwhenareyougivingmeachild”

Mbali:“whenyoumarryme”hechuckled

Siya:“okaylet’sgetmarried”wealllaughedbuthe

actuallytookoutaringfromhispocket

Me:“ohfuck”

Siya:“marrymemyflower”Mbalistartedcryinglike

shewailedpeopleturnedtolookatusthebouncer

cametoourtablebutvuyanitoldhimtogoaway

Me:“Mbali!”

Mbali:“I’mgettingmarriedsisi”wealllaughedather

shethrewherselfatmewealmostfell“wegoingto

besistersofficially”

Siya:“youhaven’tsaidyes”shewalkedtohim and

satonhislapgavemeashortkiss

Mbali:“OfcomI’llmarryyouidiot”theykissedagain



Brian:“Iloveyou”hewhisperedIturnedtolookat

him

Me:“Iloveyou”wekissed

Mbali:“let’sgetdrunk”

Ethan:“youalreadydrunk”

Mbali:“whatever”

Brian:“let’sdance”westooduphestoodbehindme

wejustdancedthenightaway

.

#fezeka

*

*

Icouldn’tkeepmyeyesawayfrom mylittleTjhe

wasfinallyhomeattwomonthshewasfinally

healthyenoughthathisdoctor



dischargedhim3daysback

Manson:“babymom”

Me:“yourlittlebrother”

Manson:“mine?”

Baya:“yesyours”hesaidcominginthenurseryhe

pickedupMansonandpeckedmycheekIcaughta

swiftofthatchanelfragranceIhadgottenusedto

Me:“youwerewithheragain”

Baya:“don’ttrytostartsomethingwhenthere’s

nothingtherefezeka”

Me:“I’mnotanidiot”

Manson:“what’sanidiotdaddy?”

Baya:“nothinglittlechampit’sjustabadwordthat

youshouldneveruse”Iwalkedoutthenurserytoour

room ormorelikemyroom sincehehardlyslept

hereBayandawascheatingandhewasn’teven



hidingitanymorebuthealwaysdenieditwhenI

confrontedhim.Hegotinandwentstraighttothe

bathroomwithoutawordIheardtheshowergooff

andIstartedthinkingmaybeitwasmyfaultmaybeI

wasn’tattractiveanymoreIwastryingtolosethe

babyweightbutitwasn’teasyandalothadbeen

happening.Istartedthinkingmaybeitcausewe

haven’thadsexInalmost4monthssoIwenttothe

bathroomItookoffmydressthenjoinedhiminthe

showerhedidn’tturnaroundsoIsnakedmyarms

aroundhiswaistpressedmybodyonhis

Baya:“what’swrong?”

Me:“Imissyou”Istartedkissinghisback

Baya:“didn’tyourmothersaywehavetowaitfor

fourmonthsit’sonlyBerntwo”

Me:“itdoesn’tmatter”heremovedmyarmsand

turnedtofaceme



Baya:“Iwasjustgettingout”hemovedasideand

gotoutIsanktothefloorandcriedmyeyesout,I

waslosinghimIcouldfeelit.Igotoutoftheshower

whenthewaterturnedcoldmyfingerswereall

wrinkledIwenttotheclosetlotionedandworemy

summerpjsIworearobethenwentoutIstartedin

thenurseryTjwasstillasleephesleptalot,Iwent

downstairsBayandawashavingdinnerwiththekids

whilewatchingtvIdishedupformyselfthenjoined

themonthelongsofaIgotunderthethrownextto

Lisawhowastalkingaboutherdayatschoolafter

dinnerIloaded thedishwashercleaned up the

kitchenwhileheputthekidstobedourmaidonly

cameinthemorningandleftaround17:00Ihateda

dirtykitchen.WhenIwasdonewithallofthatI

lockedupturnedonthealarm thenwentupstairsI

foundhimsmilingonhisphonealreadyinbedItook

myrobeofftookthetvremotethengotinbed



turnedintoTheQueenIjustloveloveabsolutelylove

KgosiIwatchedwhilehewaschattingIwasignoring

himuntilhestartedtochucklebythenIwasgetting

angry

Me:“bayandaJames”

Baya:“fezekaJames”

Me:“areyouseriouslygoingtoentertainyourwhore

whileyouinbedwithyourwife?!!!”

Baya:“don’traiseyourvoiceyougoingtowakeour

son”Tjwassleepingonhissidecotnexttome

Me:“bayandawehaven’tevenbeenmarriedfora

yearbutyoualreadycheatingonme”hedidn’tsay

anythinghewasjusttypingonhisphoneIgrabbedit

andthrewitatthewallwebothheardthescreen

brakinghegavemeonehotslap

Baya:“yougoingtobuyitIswearyougoingtobuyit

tomorrowdon’teventhinkofusingmycreditcard



useyourownmoney”helaiddownandfacingaway

frommeIwasstillholdingmycheekIfeltthetypeof

angerIhadneverfeltbrewinginmeIpushedhim

withmyfeethefelloffthebedhestoodupand

draggedmeoffthebedwithmylegIlandedonthe

carpetwithmyass

Me:“voestekbayandayoumanbitch”hekickedme

onceIfeltmystichesopeningIscreamedinpain

Baya:”IloveyoufezekaIreallydowithallofmy

heartpleasedon’tmakemehurt”

Me:“youalreadyhurtingme”hekneltdownnextto

meandwipedmytearsbuttheywouldn’tstop

comingout

Baya:“yougoingtowakeupTj.I’mnotcheatingon

youIwouldn’tdothatnow stopbeinginsecure

pleaseyouruiningus”Inodded“I’msorry”helifted

meupandputmeonthebedthengotinbehindme



spooningmeIbreathedoutfindingcomfortinhis

arms”Iloveyousweetcheeks”

Me:“IloveyoutooandI’msorryaboutthephone”

Baya:“it’sokayI’llgetitfixeditjustaphone”he

kissedmyhead

Me:“ImissyouBaya”

Baya:“I’m rightherebabyyoucanfeelmyheart

beatingandit’sbeatsforyouandourchildren”he

kissedmynecksoftlybitingonitwhilerubbingand

squeezingmybreastgentlyIletoutamoanheout

hishandundermypjbottomandstartedmassaging

myclithewouldputhisfingersinandoutofme

everynowandthenuntilIcame“sleepmylove”I

snuggledclosertohim

Me:“goodnight”

Baya:“Iloveyou”



Me:“Iloveyoutoomyhusband”hekissedmyheadI

driftedofftosleep

.

#zama

*

*

Itwasmyweddingweekendafteralltheseyearsand

allthepostponingitwasfinallyhereourhousewas

buzzingwithpeoplethemoodwasseteveryonewas

happymycousinsandauntsweredoingwhatthey

dobestembarrassingmemycousinswerewearing

toomuchmakeandshortthingshopingtoscore

themselvesrichmenbecauseifIcangetarichold

guytomarrymesocantheythoseweremyaunt

Zodwa’swords.SoitwasFridayforsomestrange

reasonmywholefamilydecidedtocometoDurban

onFridayinsteadofSaturdaymorningwhenIsaymy



wholefamilyImeantheaunts,theuncles,the

cousinssomewereevenstayinginanewhousethat

Siyahadboughtforhim andMbaliinmhlanga,

Brian’sfamilyhadtogobayandaandbandile’s

housesonlyhisparentswerestayinginourhouse.It

wasafternoonIwasgettingdressedformybridal

showerBrianwaswatchingmeintheclosetas

usualIwasstillnotpregnanthewasstartingto

worrybutNeehaassuredhim thatthere’snothing

wrongmyinjectionisjusttakinglongtoleavemy

bodysosheputmeonantibiotics

Brian:“therearenostrippersatthisthingright?

BecauseIwouldhatetobechargedwithmurder

when Ifind some guys balls on your face

zamagcina”Ijustgiggledshakingmyhead

Me:“nostrippersItoldMbaliIdon’twantanyweird

thingswejustgoingtodrunkplaygamesand

gossip”



Brian:“IhopesobecauseIwon’tbedoinganything

weird”hewasjustgoingtohangoutwithhisfriends

invuyani’shousewatchsoccerandgetdrunk

Me:“Iloveyou”Igotontopofhimstraddlinghimhe

heldmyassandbroughtmecloser

Brian:“Iknow youdo”wekisseduntilsomeone

clearedtheirthroatwepulledapartitwasmycousin

Zimbili

Me:“whydidyougetinmyroom withoutknocking

zimbili?Briancouldhavebeennaked”

Her:“wellhisnotsocanwegonoweveryonewants

togo”IjustsighedBrianwastryingtonotlaugh

Me:“givemeaminuteI’m coming”sheturnedand

shookherasswalkingoutthecloset“Ihavetogo”

Brian:“goandmakemebrokewithyourcrazy

cousin’s”Ihadtakenthem shoppingearlierthey

wereallcomplainingaboutnothavingsomethingto



weartomorroweventheboysall16ofthemmypoor

cardsweresufferingbutBrianwasn’tcomplainingit

hismoneyanyway

Me:“Iloveyoudaddy”

Brian:“Iloveitwhenyoucallmethat”Ipeckedhis

lips

Me:“Iknowyoudo”Igotoffhimgrabbedmybaghe

walkedmeouteveryoneIwasgoingwithwas

waitingoutside

Brian:“seeyouatthealtartomorrow”

Me:“I’llbewearingwhite”hesmiledwekissed

shortly“let’sgo”MbaliandfezekaandSnewerealso

drivingtheircarssoweallgotindifferentcarsthey

droveoffIhootedthendroveoffBrianwaswaving

wealldrovetoroccomamaforlatelunchfirstthen

drovetoHiltonhotelwherewehadbookedthe

penthouseforthewholeweekendthat’swherethe



weddingwasgoingtobe.Westarteddrinkingand

playinggamesthentheygavemegiftsSnetookout

avibratorIscreamedinshockbecauseshe’snot

thattypeofagirl

Sne:“let’steachyouhowtodoaproperblowjob

ladies”Iwasintearswithlaughter

Mbali:“whathasVuyanidonetoyou”shegiggledI

grabbedthevibratorfrom hertookacondom from

thetableIrippedthefoilwithmyteeththenputthe

condom on using mymouth these idiotwere

watchingmeinamazementIjustshruggedmy

shoulders

Me:“mymanisgrownheteachesmethingsand

besidesthiswaseasyhisdickiswaybig”they

screamed

Bella:“soyougoodwhenitcomestoblowjob”

Me:“I’manexpect”



Mbali:“askyourboyfriendBellahewouldknow”I

staredatherindisbeliefthisidiotwastoodrunk

Bella:“whatdo youmean?How wouldBandile

know?”MbaliandIjustlaughedeveryonewas

lookingatuswithcuriosity

Me:“I’mgonnagofitthatlittlethingyouboughtme”

Mbali:“that’sforyourhusbandforwhenhisangryor

youguysaregoingthroughsomethings”

Me:“plusIneeditboo”

Slindile:“youandBriandon’tlooklikeyoufight”

Me:“wedoitnotalwayshappytimes”fezeka

chuckledsarcasticallyshehadbeenoffthewhole

timeIdidn’tevenknowwhyshewashereifshe

didn’twantto

Mbali:“problemfezeka?”

Fezeka:“whatdoeszamaknowaboutstrugglesofa



relationshipyouhaveiteasy”

Me:“that’snottrue”

Fezeka:“youwentfrombeingdaddy’slittleprincess

tobeingBrian’slittleprincess”

Me:“don’ttalkaboutthingsyoudon’tknowfezeka

becauseyoudon’tknowwhathappenswithinthe

wallsofmymarriagejustbecauseIdon’tgoaround

showingoffmyscarsitdoesn’tmeantheynotthere”

Mbali:“let’sgetdrunk”sheraisedthevolumewe

wereplayingheriPodconnectedittothespeakers

GeminiMajor–RaggaRaggawasplayingloudlyshe

pulledmeoffthecouchwestarteddancingand

singingalong.

.

IwokeupwithmyheadpoundingIwasinbedwith

Mbali,Snegotincarryingatraywithbreakfastanda

rose



Sne:“deliveryfromMrJamestoMrsJames”Isatup

smilingtherewasevenpainkillers

Me:“heythankyou”shesmiled

Sne:“areyougonnaeatwithusbythepatioita

beautifulday”

Me:“letmewakethisfoolupthenwewillcomeout”

Sne:“cool”shewalkedoutIdidjustthatthenwe

joinedtheotherswehadbreakfast.WhenIfinished

bathingmyplannerwasherewiththedesignerthe

girlsweregettingdressedMbaliwasmymaidof

honorofcosthenmybridesmaidwereSne,my

cousinsQhawekazi,Phindile,ZimbiliandBanzi.It

wasafter2hourswhereeverythingwasdonemy

weavewastiedintoabunlolIwaswearingaveil

mom insistedsinceBrianfoundmea“virgin”my

dresswassimpleitwasstraplessbutturtleneckthe

toppartwaslacebesidesthebreastsithadcotton



underneathsoskinwouldn’tshowbesidestheback

itwasflowybutnotpuffyfrom waistdownitwas

long hiding my shoes Iwas wearing Sethu’s

diamondearingshehadgottenthem from Brian’s

grandmawhenshewasmarryingBrian’sfatherthere

werebeautifulteardropalongwithnecklaceand

bracelet

Dad:“youlookbreathtakingmagcinaBrianisgoing

tofaint”Ismiledwewerelookingateachonthe

mirror“Ihadbeenlookingforwardtothissincethe

doctortoldusyouweregoingtobeagirl”

Me:“youcouldn’twaittogetridofme”hechuckled

noddingIgiggledhewalkedcloserIturnedtoface

him mom wasjustcryingshewascarryingAmelia

wholookgorgeousinadressjustlikemineItook

her

Amelia:“mama”



Me:“howismama’slittleprincess”shesmiled

Amelia:“guwy”

Me:“good?”ShenoddedIkissedhercheeksthen

momtookher“makesureshestaysawayfromcake

mom herstomachtroublesherwhensheeatsita

lot”

Mom:“okay”

Me:“andpleasestopcryingI’vebeenmarriedtothis

manforover2yearsnow”wealllaugheditwasa

laughingmatternowbutwhendadfoundoutIhad

marriedBrianagainsttheirwishhebeltedmelikea

10yearold

Dad:“let’sgogetyoumarried”wewalkedouttooka

liftdowntothegardenwheremyplannerwas

waitingforus

Him:“it’stime”Inoddedhespokeonhisearto

someonethenmovedasideIhookedmyarm on



dad’s

Dad:“youlookbeautiful”

Me:“thankyoudad”hekissedmyforeheadwe

stoodbytheentranceBrianwasstandingthere

lookingabso-fucking-lutelygorgeousIbreathedout

hemouthedwowJohnlegendstartedplayingthere

allofme,avideoofourpictureswasplayingonthe

largescreenevenapictureofmesittingonhislap

thefirstnightwemetapictureIdidn’tevenknowhe

had.We walked towards them Marcelstarted

shoutingmamaIfeltlikelaughingbutIcouldn’t

becausethismanrighthereinfrontofmewalking

towardsmehadcapturedmyattentionlikehehad

capturedmyheartandsoul,thismanwithhis

gorgeousselfwasminealwaysandforevertokeep

andholddownthrougheverything,thistalllight

skinnedbuffmanwithhissmallbracketswasmy

husbandwithallhisflawsandangerissueshewas



minehewasmyhappilyeverafter,myunconditional

loveandIwouldmarryhimamilliontimesgiventhe

opportunity.

PART42UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#sne

*

*

Me:“babyyouscaringme”hewalkedouttheshower

allnaked and dripping wetand held mywaist

pinchingmylovehandles

Vuyani:“yougainingweightIloveit”Ifrownedno

woman wants to gain weightespecially when

alreadyputunderthecategoryofplussize”you

needtoputababyinhere”hetouchedmystomach

thendroppedtohiskneespullingdownmypjshorts



“Iloveeverypartofyourbodyespeciallyhere”heran

hishandupmyinnerthighIfeltgoosebumps“and

this”hecuppedmypunaniandenteredhismiddle

fingerinmeImoanedalittlehemoveditincircles

thentookitoutandsuckedithardmybreathgot

caught,heputitbackintwothistimepushingthem

indeeperIclosedmymouthhepulledthemout

Me:“vuyani”hestoodup

Vuyani:“suck”heputthem inmymouthIsucked

hard flicking my tongue on them he groaned

“harder!”Ididuntilhisdickwashardandpressing

painfullyonmystomach“IwannafuckyouSnecan

youhandlethat”Iknewhowroughhecangetwhen

hespeakslikethisInodded“tellme”hedemanded

Me:“Icanhandleit”IknewIwasgoingtoregretitin

themorningbutIhadariverbetweenmylegs

Vuyani:“turnaround”Ididhepushedmetothewall



andspreadmylegshesmackedmypunaniIcried

out

Me:“aahhagain!!”

Vuyani:“Iknowbaby”hedidagainthistimepinching

myclitmybodytrembled“again?”Inodded“Ican’t

hearyoubaby”hespankedmyassthenblewairon

it“youbruisesoeasilySneIdon’tlikeit”

Me:“thendon’t”

Vuyani:“youlikeitbabyyouloveitrough”

Me:“yesIdo”IwhisperedanditwastrueIhatedit

whenitwasoverandIwasinpain

Vuyani:“Iknowyoudo”hepushedmylegsfurther

apartandslammedintomehardIscreamed

Me:“again”he chuckled and pulled outthen

slammedinagain

.



Iwokeupinblissfulpainifthere’sevensuchathing

Vuyaniwasspreadoutnexttomesnoringsoftlylast

nightwellthisearlymorningwastooepicIcollapsed

onthecoldtileaftercomingthe3rdtimeIdon’teven

knowifheclimaxedornotthelastthingIremember

wascollapsing.Igotoffthebedignoringthepain

thatshotthroughmybodyIwasthoroughlyfuckedI

wenttothebathroombrushedmyteethwashedmy

facethenwalkedbackouthewasupyawningon

bed

Me:“morninghandsome”

Vuyani:“morningtoyoutoogorgeous”hetiltedhis

headanlookedatmesmiling“we’vecomesofar”I

feltmycheekshittingupbecauseIknewhewas

talkingaboutmebeingcomfortableinmybodyit

tookuslotoftimeformetobeabletobenaked

aroundhimorformrtoactuallyenjoyhavingsexin

thelight



Me:“wehavehaven’twe”hegotoffthebedwalked

tomealsonakedhismorningerectionpointingat

me

Vuyani:“youlookbeautiful”hekissedmeIheldhis

erectionrubbingthetipheletoutagrowlpulling

back“IknowyousoreShesodon’t”

Me:“true”

Vuyani:“I’mhungry,areweorderingin?”

Me:“nowegoingdownstairsforbreakfastat9:00”

henodded

Vuyani:“let’sshowerquicklybeforewegetlate”

Me:“okay”wetookashowergotoutgotdressedI

puton3quarterhighwaistskirtwithawhitet-shirt

tuckedinlooselyandankleblockheelbootItiedmy

weaveintoamessybun

Vuyani:“ourbagspacked?”



Me:“I’lldoitafterbreakfast”heraisedhiseyebrow

“I’lldoitvuyani”

Vuyani:“okaydon’tleaveanythingbehind”Irolled

myeyesmakinghimlaugh“Icandoitbabe”

Me:“stopI’lldoit,let’sgoeatyouhungry”hetook

myhandwewalkedoutgoingdownstairswefound

everyonealreadyeating

Vuyani:“morningmorning”theygreetedbackhe

pulledoutachairformeIsatdownwhilewavingat

everyonehesatnexttomeIdishedupforvuyani

andI

Me:“hadfunlastnight?”

Mbali:“itwasepicboo,youandzamashouldhave

cameitwouldhavebeenbetterwithyoutwothere”

Zama:“Iwastireditwasalongday”

Sarah:“I’m soreadytogobackhome”Sarahwas



livingwithEthanbuttheywerenotmarried

Me:“PEisbeautifulbutIwouldn’tmindgoingback

tokznnow”

Zama:“there’snoplacelikehome”

Brian:“youwanttoleavenow?”Zamanodded

Zama:“ImissmykidsBrianwehaven’tspentmuch

timeathomealothasbeenhappening”

Brian:“wewillleaveafterbreakfast”shenodded

“everyoneisgoinghomewithus?”

Me:“weare”

Siya:“ustoo”

Sisipho:“everyonewantstogohome”

Soafterbreakfastweallwenttoourroomswewere

leavingin30minutesvuyanisatonthebedwatching

mepackwithasmileonhisfacehelikeditwhenI

gotalldomesticatedandIwastryingmybesttobe



justthat.

.

.

#zama

*

*

WegothomejustbeforemiddayIwentstraightto

thekidsplayroom whileBriantookourbagstoour

room IfoundmybabiesplayingtheirLegowith

Thembeka

Me:“babies!!”

Them:“mama!”TheyrantomeIwentonmyknees

astheylaunchedthemselvesonmeknockingme

downIlaidontheirplaymatelaughing

Me:“youmissedmama”



Amelia:“yes”

Marcel:“where’sdada”

Brian:“righthere”hesaidcominginAmeliagotoff

meandwenttohim “lookhow beautifuldada’s

princessis?”Shegiggledspinningaround

Me:“youcanleaveThembeka”

Her:“Iwasabouttotakethemdownforasnack”

Me:“okaybringthemtomyroomwhentheydone”

Her:“okay”sheheldtheirhandstheywentoutI

stoodupwenttoourroom Istartedunpackingour

bagswhenIwasdoneIthrewmyselfonthebed

Brianwaswatchingt.v.ItookmyiPadcheckedon

myemailsmyheartskippedabeatwhenIsawan

emailfromHratAddingtonhospitalIquicklyopened

itreadthroughitfastIscreamedIhadgottenthe

internshipBrianlookedatme



Brian:“what?”

Me:“IgottheinternshipatAddington”

Brian:“oh…”IstaredathimImeanIunderstoodwe

werenotinagoodspacebecauseofthatwhole

sabelosituationeventhenhegotk

pissedoffbecauseIaskedhim tonotstartshit

duringthefuneralandIsaidsabelohadarighttobe

atthefuneralLusandawasalsohisfriend

Me:“oh?OhBrian?!”

Brian:“Ithoughtweagreedthatyouwillstayat

homeandwewilltryforanotherchild”

Me:“unbelievable”

Brian:“Ijustthoughtyouwantedtoexpandour

family”

Me:“thisdoesn’tmeanwewillstoptryingforthe

babyIcandobothmanywomandoitoutthereand



I’dliketothinkIhavethesupportsystem”

Brian:“whydidn’tyoutellmeyouwereapplying?I

thoughtthatifyouneededtoworkyouweregoingto

doitatthesurgery”

Me:“IjustwantedtodothisonmyownBrianIdon’t

wantpeople thinking Igetthings because I’m

marriedtoyouandI’vealwayswantedtoworkina

governmenthospital”

Brian:“Idon’tseethepointinthiszamait’snotlike

youneedthemoney”

Me:“Ican’tbelieveyoubeingthisselfishrightnowI

thoughtyoubeproudofmeandhappyforme”he

closedhiseyestightlythenopenedthem

Brian:“Iam happyforyouandI’m reallyproud”he

pulledmetositonhim andcuppedmyface“I’m

proudofyoubaby,wewillgocelebratelaterwiththe

kidsmaybehavedinner”



Me:“Iwouldlovethat”hekissedmeImeltedintohis

arms“Ihateitwhenyouactlikeanass”

Brian:“Iknow butyoualwaysheretosetme

straight”

Me:“sometimesyoudon’tlistentome”

Brian:“Ialwayslistentoyou”Ipressedmybodyon

his

Me:“youmineBrianyouhavetolistentome”

Brian:“youholdmedown”

Me:“I’llholdyoudown”Isangherolledusover

gettingbetweenmylegsIlaughedoutloud

Brian:“youdidn’twantmelastnight”

Me:“youwerebeinganass”hesmiled

Brian:“I’msorry,Ijusthatethatyouweredefending

thatsonofabitch”



Me:“Iwasn’tdefendinghim Iwasbeingrational

Brianyoucouldn’tjustdocrazyshitinfrontofall

thosepeopleandyouneededtorespectLusanda’s

parents”

Brian:“Iknow.Yousosmart”Ismiled

Me:“that’swhyyoumarriedme”wekissed

.

.

#fezeka

*

*

IputTjinhissidecothewassleepingpeacefully

suckingonhispacifierIgotoutwenttocheckon

LisashewassleepingIkissedherforeheaddimmed

thelightwalkedoutnotshuttingthedoorcompletely

afterthatIwenttocheckonManson



Me:“heychamp”hesatuponhisbed

Manson:“readingtimemommy”Ismiled

Me:“yesitis,whatarewereadingtonight”Ilooked

overhisbookshelftook3littlepigsIsatonhisbed

heouthisheadonmylapIstartedreadingforhim

changingmytonewitheverycharacterbythetimeI

wasdonehewasbreathingsoftlyImovedhim

carefullytuckedhim inIdimmedhislightthengot

outleavingthedooropenhehatedthedark.Iwent

tomyroomtookashowergotoutwenttobedafter

puttingonmypjsIopenedthetvandtookmyphone

IdebatedifIshouldcallmysocalledhusbandornot.

Thisishowit’sbeenformonthsnowiteitherhe

comeshomereallylateorhedoesn’tcomebackat

all,hisweekendnightsarespentoutclubbingat

leasthespendstheweekenddayswiththekids

that’stheonlytimeIalsogettoseehim.Againstmy

betterjudgementIdecided to callhim itrang



unansweredIcalledthesecondtimeandagirl

answeredIclearedmythroat

Her:“hello?!”

Me:“whoisthis?”Shesighed

Her:“whoyouwant?”

Me:“myhusbandtheownerofthephone”shehung

upmybloodwasboilingIknewhewascheatingit

wasallintheopenbutthistakesthecakelikethe

disrespectwasonanotherlevelIgotoffthebed

startedpacingupanddownIfelthotlikeextremely

hotIdidn’tevenknowwhattodoorhowtoreactI

tookmyiPadwentonfindmyiPhoneIaddedhisID

thelocationsentmetotowninnorthbeachIwentto

theclosetchangedinjeansandahoodywith

militaryIwasbacktomynormalweightstresswill

dothattoyouchildyouwon’tevenneedtodietor

gym ifyouwanttolosebabyfatfastmarrya



cheatingbastardlikebayandaItookthemonitor

wenttothenanny’sroomshewasstillup

Me:“pleasekeepaneyeonTjIhavetorush

somewhere”shenoddedIwentoutdroveoffina

speedinnotimeIwasknockingonthedoorthe

stupidsecurityaskedmeforr100andletmeupI

knockedonthedoorhardsheopenedwearing

Bayanda’sshirtthesameshirtIironed in the

morningwhenIpreparedhisoutfitthesameshit

thatImakesureiswashed

Her:“yeah?”Ikickedherstomachshecriedoutand

fellIgotontopofherstartedthrowingpunches

someonepulledmeoffherIcaughthisscentItried

fightingoutofhisarms

Baya:“dammitfehcalmdown!!!”Thegirlwascrying

onthefloorhereyewasalreadyclosingandallnavy

Me:“letgoofmebayanda”



Baya:“promisemeyoucalm”

Me:“I’mcalm”heputmedownIwentbackonthe

girlIkickedherfaceonceshecoughedoutbloodhe

grabbedmebymyneckandmademefacehim

Baya:“calmthefuckdown”

Me:“IdareyoubayandadoithitmebecauseIhit

yourbitch”heletgoofmewestaredateachthe

bloodybitchwouldn’tstopcryingnotthatIblame

hershewasfuckedup“whybayanda?Whatdon’tI

giveyou?!”Helookeddown

Baya:“baby……I…am sosorryFehI’m sosorry

sweetcheeks”hetriedtouchingmebutImoved

Me:“don’t!Justtellmewhatam Inotdoingright

bayanda,isitthesex?Youdon’tfindmeattractive

anymore?Whatisitjusttell”

Baya:“babyit’snotyouit’smeIdon’tknowwhat’s

wrongwithme”



Me:“I’m donebayandaI’m sodoneit’snoteven

funny”

Baya:“don’ttalklikethatFeh”hereachedformeI

triedmovingbackbuthemovedfastandpulledme

tosmashonhischest“I’msorrybabypleaseforgive

me”heheldmetightlyIcouldn’tstopmytears

Me:“I’mtiredBayanda,whenwillitstop?Howmany

moreofyourbitchesdoIhavetofight”

Baya:“noonebabyyoudon’thavetofightanyone

becausetherewon’tbeanyone”Ipushedhimoffme

butheheldontometighterthegirlcalledforhimI

gotangryalloveragainIshovedhimoffwithallmy

powerIshookmyheadwipingmytearsroughly

Me:“I’mdonewithyouI’mdonewiththismarriage

bayandaIwantadivorce”heshookhishead

Baya:“youwillhavetokillmefirst”Iwalkedoutthe

flatrunningwithhimrunningaftermewebothgotin



thelift“fezI’msorrybabyplease”hekneltinfrontof

meholdingmythighstightly“neveragainIpromise

youIswearonourkids”thedooropenedatalower

levelsomeguysgotinlookingatusweirdlyI

expectedhimtostandupbuthedidn’tandhewas

stillinjusthisboyleg

Me:“standup”Iwhispered

Baya:“tellmeyouwon’tdivorcemeImessedupFez

bigtimebutI’m sorrybabyyouhavetoforgiveme

youjusthaveto,youandthekidsaremylife”hewas

intears

Me:“juststanduppleaseyouembarrassingme”he

shookhishead“Bayaplease”hestoodupand

smashedhislipsonminepushedhim offme“you

smelllikepussy”

.

.



#Sne

*

*

IwokeupinbedaloneIsatupandlookedaround

thencalledoutforvuyaniandhedidn’trespondIgot

offthebedputonmyuggswenttowashmyface

thenIwentdownstairsIcouldhearshoutingI

walkedfurtherdownIfoundvuyanitalkingtosome

womanwhohadluggagewithher

Vuyani:“youcan’tjustrockupinmyhouseNonhle

youjustcan’t!!”

Nonhle:“Ihadnootheroptionvuyani”Ilookedatthis

Nonhlechickshewasbeautifultallwithaslender

bodyandcaramelinskincolourshehadboxbraids

wearingbum shortsanddenim shirttuckedinwith

heels

Vuyani:“youshouldhavecalledbeforeitgottothis



pointIwouldhavehelpedyououtyouknowIgot

yourbackalwaysbutyoushouldn’thavejustshown

upinmyhouse”shestartedcrying

Nonhle:“Icouldn’tstaythere anymore Vuvu I

couldn’tletoursonwitnesshismothergetting

abusedIjustcouldn’t”hebroughthertochestand

heldhertightlyasshesobbed

Vuyani:“it’sokayIgotyou,okay?I’m sorry”he

kissedherhead“sshI’mherenowitalloverhewill

payforevenputtingafingeronyouinthatmanner”

Nonhle:“I’msoscaredvuvuhisgoingtocomeafter

me”heheldhertightersniffingherhairthenkissed

herheadagain

Vuyani:“don’tbeandhewouldn’tdare”Iclearedmy

throatvuyaniquicklyletgoofher“uhm….babyyou

up”

Me:“soitseems”Ilookedatnonhleintimetocatch



hersizingmeup

Vuyani:“babythisisNonhle,Sfundo’smomSfundo

is in the kitchen,Nonhle this is my woman

Snenhlanhla”Iwalkedclosertothem thenoffered

hermyhandforahandshakebutshetwistedher

lipsandlookedatmeup&down

Nonhle:“I’m tired”shewalkedpastmeandwent

upstairs“Sfundo!!”Ayoungminivuyanicameout

thekitchenandranafterherIlookedatvuyanihe

waslookingallovertheloungehiseyesdancing

aroundbutavoidingmyeyes

PART44UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#bayanda

*

*



IkeptcallingfezekabutshewasnotpickingupI

calledthehouseandnothingnoonewasanswering

IwasgettingmorefreakedoutbythesecondI

couldn’twaitfor16:30knockofftimeitwasalready

16:10Ipackedupmythingsandleftaftertellingmy

bossthatIhavetoleaveearlyIdrovehomeina

speedIgotoffthecarwalkedinthehousethe

silencewastooloud

Me:“baby I’m home”Iwas expecting to be

welcomedbyManson’stoysasusualbutnothing

“baby!!”IranupstairsstartedinLisa’sroom then

wenttomanson’sroomnothingIrantothenursery

nothingIwenttoourbedroomwithmyheartbeating

outofmychestbutnothingIopenedtheclosether

suitcasesweregone“nonono”IshookmyheadI

lookedaroundtheroom sawanoteonthebedby

thetimeIfinishedreadingIcouldn’tbreathproperly

mytearswerejustflowingfreelyhowcanshedo



thistomeIkeptaskingmyself,I’mnothingwithout

thatwomanfezekaismylifeIcalledheragainshe

didn’tanswerIcalledthenanny

Her:“helloMrJames”

Me:“where’smywifeandmykids”sheclearedher

throat

Her:“Idon’tknowshegavemesometimeoffand

saidshe’sleavingsheleftwiththekids”Ihungup

anddroppedtomykneesIknewImessedupbig

timeandihavenoexcuseIdon’tknowwhatcame

overmeIstartedfuckingthatgirlthedaywelostour

sonafterthatIkeptgoingbackformorebutIdidn’t

loveherIcouldneverloveranotherfemalefezeka

hadmyheartwithoutherIwasjustashell.Icalled

heragainthistimesheansweredbutdidn’tsay

anything

Me:“babypleasepleaseforgivemeplease”Itried



holdingitinbutIcouldn’tIletoutaloudsob“fez

please”

Fez:“Ican’tanymorebayandayoubrokemeyou

brokeuswhatyoudidwasjustthelaststrawIcan’t”

Me:“babyI’msorryIdon’tknowwhatcameoverme

butpleasecomehomepleasewecantalkaboutthis

andfixus”

Fez:“I’msorrytoobutIcan’tanymorebayandathis

isnotgoodformychildren”

Me:“ourchildrentheyminetoofezekaandthey

needboththeirparentstogetherwhatwillyousayto

themwhentheydon’tseemearound”

Fez:“don’tdothatbayanda!!Don’tuseourkidsthis

isallyourfaultyoutoreusapart”

Me:“tellmewhereyouare?”

Fez:“I’mathome”



Me:“I’mcoming”

Fez:“noBayad..”

Me:“Iloveyou”IhungupIgotoffthebedwipedmy

tearsthiswasnotthetimefortears

.

#fezeka

*

*

IhadjustputmybabiestosleepIsatonthebed

watchingthemMansonandlisaweregoingtosleep

withmeandTjwassleepinginLolo’soldcot,Lisa

wasalreadycomplainingaboutnotsleepinginher

room and Manson keptasking when isdaddy

coming.Iwipedmytearswenttotheloungemy

parentswerestillwatchingtvmyparentshavebeen

marriedfor32yearsIhadnevernotevenonceheard



themfighting,Isatnexttomomputmyheadonher

lapshebrushedmyweave

Mom:“whyareyouherefezeka?”

Dad:“can’tachildcometovisitherparents”

Mom:“Iknowmydaughtershewouldn’tjustshow

upsotalktome”Isighedasmytearsdropped

Me:“hischeatingmom”dadstoodupandwalked

outthelounge

Mom:“howdidyoufindout?”

Me:“sheansweredhisphoneIwentthereIfound

herinhisshirt”

Mom:“situp”Idid“whatdidwesaytoyoutheday

yougotmarried?”

Me:“butmom”

Mom:“firstlywhatdidweaskyou?”



Me:“ifIwasreadytogetmarriedandifIwasstrong

enoughtogetmarried”

Mom:“andyousaidyesfezekayousaidyouready

yousaidyouwanttomarryhim becauseyoulove

himandyoustrongenoughtohandleeverything.We

don’tcomefromafamilyofdivorcesfezeka”

Me:“iteasytosaythatmomyoumarriedtodad”

Mom:“youthinkyourfathernevercheatedonme”

Me:“dadwouldnever!Heworshipsyou”

Mom:“yeshedoesbuthisamanlikealltheother

menouttherehegotweakandmesseduphelearnt

fromhismistakeandIgavehimanotherchancehad

Ilefthimyourbrotherswouldn’tbealive”

Me:“Ican’tmomIcan’tdoitanymorebayandahas

hurtmehebrokemeandourmarriageIcan’tfixit

anymore”



Mom:“nothingisbeyondfixingwhenitcomesto

marriagemychild”Ishookmyheadwipingmytears

Me:“Idon’twanttomomIcan’t”

Mom:“itnotthatyoucan’tyoujustdon’twanttofix

things”

Me:“yes”

Mom:“willyoubehappywhenhemovesonand

marriessomeoneelseyourchildrenwillberaisedby

someoneelse,isthatwhatyouwant?”

Me:“ofcoursenot”

Mom:“whatdoyouwantfezeka?Tellmeyourfather

andIwillsupportyou,youverybeautifulandsmart

youdon’tneedamantocompleteyou”

Me:“Iwanthim mom IwanttofixmymarriageI

don’twanthim tocheatonmeIwanthim tostop

hurtingmelikethisIwantmychildrentoberaised



byustogetherlivinginonehouse,Iwantmychildren

tohavewhatIhadgrowingup”

Mom:“don’tstaywithhimbecauseofyourchildren

becauseifyounothappytheywillsensethat”

Me:“Ilovehimmomandit’shurts”Ibrokedownshe

broughtmetoherchestIcriedandcrieduntilmy

eyeswerehurtingandmyvoicewashuskyIonly

stoppedwhenIcaughthisscentIlookeduphewas

standingintheloungenexttomydadwithhiseyes

allredandswollen

Baya:“fez”Ishookmyhead

Me:“Itoldyoutonotcomehere”hekneltinfrontof

memomstoodupandwalkedtodadtheywentto

theirroom

Baya:“Iwasnevergoingtosleepinthatcoldbed

whileyouhere”

Me:“howmanynightshaveIsleptinthatcoldbed



bymyself,howmanynightshaveIcriedmyselfto

sleepwhileyouwereoutfuckingyourhoesbayanda,

ifwallscouldtalktheywouldtellyouthecountless

nightsandhoursIspentcryingthetimesyouhitme

bayanda and called me annoying and nagging

becauseIjustwantedyouhomeIjustwantedyouto

befaithfulto meto loveme.Ican’tanymore

bayandaIjustcan’t”

Baya:“canwegospeaksomewhereprivateplease”

Me:“noyouneedtoleave”

Baya:“I’mnotleavingwithoutyou”

Me:“BayapleaseIneedyoutoleaveI’vecriedso

much”

Baya:“babysohaveI”

Me:”I’llcallthelawyerregardingthepapersandthe

custodyofthekids”



Baya:“no!”HestoodupandstartedpacingaroundI

knewhewantedtohitsomethingandifweweren’t

inmyparentshousehewouldhaveprobablybroken

something“Imessedupfezekabutyouarenot

leavingme!!Stopactinglikeyouperfectyoufucked

mfunekobutIforgaveyou”Igaspedinshockand

stoodupthatwasyearsbackandhewasalso

fuckingWendyduringthattime

Me:“leave!!!Nowgetoutofmyfuckinghousego

bayanda!!”Ipushedhimbuthedidn’tmove“getthe

fuckoutleaveyoubastard!!”Ikeptpushinghimuntil

Ifeltsomeoneholdingmeback

Luyolo:“youshouldgobayanda”Iwaswailinglikea

childhewasjuststandingtherelookingatme

Baya:“fezplease”

Dad:“wenotpickingsidesbutyoushouldleave

James”



Baya:“fezplease”mom cameoutcarryingTjwho

wascryingbayandawalkedtowardsmom butshe

shookherheadheturnedandwalkedtowardsthe

doorheopeneditandfacedme“I’m sorrysweet

cheeks”hewalkedoutIjustsanktothefloorand

continuedcryingLuyolopulledmeupandcarriedme

tohisroomheputmeonhisbedandcuddledmeI

crieduntilmyloudcriesturnedintosilentcriesuntilI

driftedofftosleep.

.

ThefollowingdayIwaswokenupbymymom I

blinkedacoupleoftimesbeforestaringather

Mom:“howyoufeeling?”

Me:“Ihaveaheadache”

Mom:“yourfatherjustgotoffthecallwithBrianthey

cominghere”Isatupquickly

Me:“mom?!”



Mom:“thisisn’tjustaboutyouandbayandatheyare

kidsinvolvedandjudgingfrom lastnightyoutwo

can’tsolvethisalone”

Me:“youdidn’thavetocallBrian”

Mom:“Ididn’tyourfatherdidturnsoutBrianwas

alreadyplanningtocomeherebecausehegotacall

from thehospitalbayandatriedcommittingsuicide

lastnight”Isatupquicklyasfreshtearsmadethey

wayoutofmyeyes

Me:“howselfishcanonepersonbe?!Whywouldhe

dothistomeandourkids”shewipedmytears

Mom:“hehadhisreasons”

Me:“bayandaisselfishmom andhisimmatureI

don’twanttostaymarriedtohim”

Mom:“yourinlawswillbeheresoonsowakeupso

youcanhelpmewithcooking”



Me:“arethekidsup?”

Mom:“Tjwentbacktosleepafterbathingit’salmost

middayfezeka getup”shesmacked mythigh

leavingtheLuyolo’sroomIgotoffthebedwipingmy

tearsImadethebedthenwentouttothelounge

Mansonrantomehishairfallingalloverhisface

Manson:“mommy”Ipickedhimup

Me:“morningbigboy”hesmiled

Manson:“morningmommy”

Me:“youfull”Itouchedhisstomachhenodded

Manson:“grandmafedus”

Me:“okaygoodnowgoplay”Iputhimdownheran

toLoloandlisa

Dad:“morningma’kani”

Me:“morningdad”



Dad:“feelingalittlebettertoday”Inodded

Me:“Ijusthaveaheadache”IkissedTjhewas

sleepingondad’schest

Dad:“yourinlawsarecoming,mzwandileisalso

coming”

Me:“Idon’tunderstandwhymymaritalproblems

havetobediscussedbythefamily”

Dad:“youbroughtthefamilyinyourbusinessby

runningawayfrom yourhouseandyourhusband

triedtokillhimselfyoutwohavechildrenyetyou

bothactingliketeenagersIdon’tevenknowwhyyou

gotmarriedcauseclearlyyoubothwerenotready

forit”

Me:“IthinkbayandaandIneedtosortthisoutby

ourselves”

Dad:“toolateforthat”Iwalkedtothekitchenmade

myselfasandwichaftereatingItookgrandpathen



tookabathIgotdressedinalongsleevetightfitting

blackmaxidresswithgoldsandalsItiedmyweave

intoamessybunthengotoutmyroom ta’mdala

mzwandilehadarrivedIgreetedthenwenttohelp

mom withcooking.Anhourlaterbayandaarrived

withBrianandtwoofBrian’sunclesfrom sethu’s

sideweservedthem withjuiceandcakesthensat

downIkeptmyeyesdownwheneverIlookedupI

wouldcatchbayandastaringatmehelookedawful

andittookeverythinginmetonotjumponhislap

andsnuggleclosetohim

Brian:“firstlywewouldliketoapologizeforhow

bayandabehavedlastnightinhere,hetoldmewhat

happenedhewasdisrespectfulnotonlywithhowhe

actedhewasn’tsupposedtocomeherelikethat”

dadnodded

Dad:“weunderstandIwouldhavedonethesame

hadIcamebackfrom workandfoundmyhouse



emptyfezekashouldn’thaveleftwiththekidslike

thatwithoutdiscussingitwithherhusband”Ijust

stoodupwenttomyroomIknowthatcameacross

asrudebutIwasnotabouttositthereandlistento

them discussingmymarriagelikethat.Itookmy

sonfrom hiscothewasupjustnotcryingIjust

lookedathimsuckingonhisfist

Me:“yousobigTj”Itookouthisfisthemadebaby

noiseIcouldtellhewascomplainingIletgoofhis

handhesmiledandputitbackinhismouthI

laughed

Baya:“itgoodtohearyoulaughing”Ilookeduphe

wasstandingbythedoorwatchingus

Me:“goaway”

Baya:“I’m sorryfezI’m reallysorryyouhaveto

forgivemeyoujusthaveto”

Me:“Idon’thavetodoshit”



Baya:“I’m notleavingthishousewithoutyouI’m

definitelynotgoingbacktoDurbanwithoutyou!”

Me:“fuckoff”

Baya:“Idon’tcareyoucanswearatmeevenhitmeI

don’tcare”

Me:“whybayanda?Whatdon’tIgiveyou?”Hesat

nexttomeandtookTj

Baya:“yougivemeeverythingIneedandmoreI’m

justagreedybastard.Iwassentheretocallyou”

Me:“Idon’tseewhywehaveto discussour

problemswiththem”

Baya:“willyoucomehomewithme”Ishookmy

head“thenwewilldiscussitwiththem”

Me:“pleasejustmakethem goaway”hepushed

backafewstrandsofmyweavethatcametomy

faceandheldmyfaceIleanedinonhistouch



Baya:“I’msorry”

Me:“youhurtmeBayayoutoremyheartapart”his

tearsdroppedIlookedawaymovingmyfacefrom

hisreachIgotoffthebed“puthim inthecotand

come”Iwalkedoutgoingtothelounge

Mzwandile:“fezekaIknowyourmothersspoketo

youinknowtheytoldabouthowyoushouldbehave

andhowyoushouldhandlecertainsituationsinyour

marriage,Iam disappointedinyoumychild”Isat

backandlookedatthismanlikewhatthefuck

Me:“hecheatedonmetataopenlyhewasnoteven

secretiveaboutithedidn’tspendnightsathomehe

wouldgetaggressivewhenIaskhimIcaughthimit

wasnothearsayIcaughthimwithmyowneyeswith

hismistress,Igetthatmeningeneralcheatevery

nowandthenbuthegothismistresstoanswerhis

phonewhenIcalledbayandaisdisrespectfulandI



can’ttakethatanymoreI’msorrybutI’mdonewith

thismarriageI’mdonewithhimhisselfishandthat

littlestunthepulledyesterdayjustprovedthat”

Uncle:“soyougivinguponyourmarriage?”Ilooked

downwipingmytears

Dad:“wenotgoingtoforceyoutostayinamarriage

thatisnotmakingyouhappyfezekabutIalsoknow

thatyourmotherandIdidnotraiseaweakwoman”

Me:“that’snotfairdadit’snot”

Mom:“doyouwantadivorcefezekaoryouneed

timetofigurethingsouthereathomewithouthim”

Me:“hehitsmemom”Brianstoodupfastlike

lighteninghegrabbedbayandabyhisneckand

walkedouteveryonestaredateachother“hisgoing

tohithim”Iwhisperedeveryonekeptquietuntilwe

heardbayandascream from outsideIranoutside

indeedBrianwashittinghim “stopplease!!”Igot



betweenthempullingbayandaback

Brian:“boyImighthavenotraisedyoubutIwillend

you”bayandawasbleeding“divorcehim fezekaI’ll

personallygetyoualawyer”hewalkedbackinside

Baya:“I’msorryfezI’msorry”hewascryingIwiped

thebloodwashislipandkissedhimhewincedhis

liphadacutIpulledback

Me:“I’msorry”heputhishandbehindmyneckand

broughtmeclosetohimkissingmedeeplyImelted

intohimheflinchedinpainbutheheldmetightlyhe

pulledbackandpressedhisforeheadonmine

lookingdownonme

Baya:“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iloveyou”

.

Sne



*

*

Iwokeupinthemorningwithvuyaniwrapped

aroundmelikehealwaysiswhenwehadfoughtthe

previousnight,Iremovedhisarmsfrom meand

pushedouthisthighthatwasbetweenminehe

stirredalittleandturnedfacingtheothersidethen

startedsnoringsoftly.Igotoffthebedwenttothe

bathroomItookaquickshowergotoutlotionedout

onsweatpantsandatanktopItiedmyweaveintoa

bungotouttheclosetvuyaniwasstillasleepIwent

downstairsstartedmakingbreakfastSfundogotin

wearinghisschooluniform

Sfundo:“morningmam’ncane”

Me:“morningboy,yousleptwell”

Sfundo:“yep”helookedsomuchlikevuyani

Me:“shouldn’tyoubeinschool”



Sfundo:“momissupposedtodrivemethere”Itook

myphonecheckingthetimeitwas07:30

Me:“whattimedoesitstart?”

Sfundo:“08:00”

Me:“gowakeupyourdadI’llmakeyouacereal,do

youcarrylunch?”

Sfundo:“nonotreallyIusuallybuyatthecafe”

Me:“shouldImakeitforyou”

Sfundo:“yesplease”

Me:“okaygowakeyourdadup”hegotoffthehigh

chairwalkedoutImadehim aham andcheese

sandwichIputeverythinginacarrierincludingbox

ofjuiceafruitandapocketofwinegums.Hecame

inwithvuyani

Vuyani:“morningbaby”hekissedmycheek

Me:“youwilleatinthecaryoulate”Igavehimhis



carrierandabowlwithcocopops

Sfundo:“thankyou”

Vuyani:“I’llbebackandthanksforthis”

Me:“didn’tdoitforyou”

Vuyani:“stoppunishingmeforthis”

Me:“goSfundoislate”hesighed

Vuyani:“let’sgoboy”theywalkedouttheyeven

walkedthesame,Icarriedonwithmakingbreakfast

Nonhlecameinthekitchenwearingpjsalowcut

vestwithbumshorts

Me:“morningNonhle”

Nonhle:“mmh,where’smyson?”

Me:“vuyanitookhimtoschool”

Nonhle:“oh”Idishedupforhershetooktheplate

threwitinthebinalongwiththefood“tryingtokill



me”

Me:“youdon’thavetobeabitchNonhleyoureally

don’titunnecessary”shelaughedsarcastically

Nonhle:“youreallythinkyouitdon’tyou?”She

walkedclosertomeIdidn’tmoveI’veneverfought

beforebutifshetriedsomethingIwasgoingtohit

herback

Me:“getoutofmypersonalspace”

Nonhle:“youneedtoleaveSne,vuyaniisminewe

haveasontogetherIwasherebeforethebighouse

beforethecarsIwasherewhenwewerestruggling

invarsitywhenIhadtobuyhimfoodwhenwesplit

onefatcakesowecanhavelunchIdroppedoutof

highschoolsoIcanworkandwecanaffordtogive

oursonfoodwhilehewasinvarsity,Iwasthere

whenhestartedhisshadybusinessessowecan

havebetterandIam herenowit’stimeforyouto



stepback”

Me:“it’snotmyfaultthatyourrelationshipwithhim

didn’tworkoutyoutwowerenottogetherwhenI

starteddatinghimNonhleyouhadyourturnbutyou

messedthingsuporhedidIdon’tcarebutyouwere

notherewhenIgothere.Youtwomighthavewent

throughsomethingsbutwealsowentthrough

somethingsIlovehimNonhleandI’mdefinitelynot

goingtolosehimbecauseofyouifhewantsyouhe

willleavemeandcomebacktoyoubutuntilhedoes

thatI’mnotgoinganywhere”

Nonhle:“youwillleavehim SneorIwillmakeyou

verymiserableI’llcallhismom tocomevisitand

believemeyouwillwishyouhadleftwhenitwas

justme”Iwalkedawayfromherbutshegrabbedmy

armpullingmeback”amImakingmyselfclear”

Me:“letgoofmyarm”



Nonhle:“orwhat,youthinkjustbecauseyoufatyou

scaremeI’llwipethefloorwithyouroverweight

self”Ipushedherbackshesmiled“doyoureally

thinkyoufitinanywhereinhislife?Haveyoulooked

athim?Hishotandsexyheneedssomeonewhois

hismatchnotsomeoverweightyellowbonebaby

girlbeinglightskinneddoesn’tmeanyoubeautiful

youjustawasteofcomplexion”Ididn’twanttocryI

reallydidn’tbutIfeltmycheeksgettingwet“vuyani

andIhavehistorywehavechemistryI’llalwaysbe

hisnumberoneyoujustneedtopackwhatever

sacksyoucameherewithanddisappear.Hismom

willdiebeforeshelet’shimmarryagolddiggerlike

youwhojustshowedupnowthathehasmoneyand

doyoureallythinkhewouldchooseyouovermeand

hisson”IturnedandwalkedoutthekitchenImet

vuyaniintheloungehewasgoingtothekitchen

whistlingandplayingwithhiscarkeys



Vuyani:“babywhyyoucrying”Ijustwalkedpasthim

“sne”hecameafterme“babywhat’swrong?”

Me:“justleavemealonevuyani”

Vuyani:“notalktomewhat’swrongwhyyouupset”

heheldmyarmbutIyankeditoffIgotinhisroom

tookmyhandbagandmycarkeyshetriedgrabbing

mycarkeysbutIscreamedhequicklysteppedback

“snetalktomeplease”

Me:“I’msodonevuyani”

Vuyani:“whatdidIdo?”

Me:“Ican’ttakethisanymorevuyaniIcan’tI’mnot

cutoutforthis”

Vuyani:“whathappenedtellmewhathappenedsoI

canfixitbabyplease”

Me:“youchooseisitherorisitmeityourchoicebut

youcan’thaveyourcakeandeatityoujustcan’t



vuyaniI’m notmadeforbabymamadramaIcan’t

fightandIgethurteasilyyouknowthat”

Vuyani:“whatdidshedotoyou”

Me:“choosevuyanimeorher”helookedatmewith

hismouthopennotsayinganythingIwalkedoutgot

inmycarIdroveoffwithtearsblindingmyvisionI

gottomyhousejustparkedinthegarageIcried

loudly

PART43UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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Me:“I’llgomakebreakfastI’m hungry,willyoulike

anythingspecific?”

Vuyani:“babeweneedtotalk”



Me:“I’dliketodothatinafullstomach”Iwalkedto

thekitchentryingtoignorethelumpinmythroat

thatwasgrowingwitheverypassingsecond,Itook

outapanputitonthestoveItookbacon,cheese

grillersandpattiesfrom thefreezerhegotinasI

wastakingoutthepancakemixfromthepantry

Vuyani:“Sneweneedtotalk”Ishookmyheadfacing

awayfrom him ”I’m sorry”mytearsdroppedI

quicklywipedthemoff

Me:“whydidyoubringhervuyaniandwhat’supwith

thatdisplayofaffection”Ifacedhim painshot

throughhisface

Vuyani:“pleasedon’tcrypleasemyheart”hewalked

aroundthecountercomingtomeImovedback

Me:“justdon’ttouchmeplease”

Vuyani:“youcan’tdenymethatsnenhlanhlayou

mineallofyou”hewrappedhisarmsaroundmy



bodyIjustsobbedItriedtonotletmyvoicecome

outbutitdid“babypleaseforgivemepleaseIdidn’t

knowshewasgoingtocomehere”hedidn’tgetit,it

wasn’taboutNonhleshowinguphereitwasabout

him comfortingherinthatwayandlettingher

disrespectmelikethat“babypleaseyouknow it

breaksmewhenyoucry”hekissedmyheadjustlike

hehadkissedhersonlyfewminutesbackItried

movingbackbutheheldmetightly

Me:“yousmellofhervuyaniandyoukissedherwith

lipsthatsupposedtobelongtome”hefrozeIgot

outofhisarms,Iwalkedtothestoveturnediton

pouredlittlebitofoliveoil

Vuyani:“Sneyoukillingmestopplease”

Me:“whyissheherevuyani?”

Vuyani:“herboyfriendwasabusingher”

Me:“thatdoesn’tanswermyquestion”hehuffedI



startedfryingthecheesegrillers

Vuyani:“sheneededhelpandI’vealwaysbeenhere

tohelpherandsheneedsaplacetostayinright

now”

Me:“soshe’smovingin?”

Vuyani:“fornow”

Me:“vuyanidoyoustaybyyourselfhere”heDidnt

sayanythingIturnedawayfrom thestovetoface

himhewaslookingdownmovinghisfootbackand

forth“vuyani!!”

Vuyani:“respectSneIunderstandyouangrybut

don’traiseyourvoiceatmeI’mstillyourmandon’t

makemeremindyouofhowtorespectme”

Me:“answerme”

Vuyani:“ofcourseIdon’tstaybymyselfIstaywith

you”



Me:“sohowwillthiswork?Yourgirlfriendandyour

babymamalivingtogether?”

Vuyani:“itwon’tbelongjustuntilshe’sbackinher

feetandshenolongerfeelasifshe’sindanger”

Me:“yousaidherboyfriendwillregrethittingheryet

youhitmeandsaidifneedbeyouwilldoitagain,so

sheshouldn’tbeabusedbutyouabuseme”he

lookedatmehiseyespoppingout

Vuyani:“Idon’tabuseyou”Icouldhearangerinhis

voice

Me:“don’tbedefensive.Youdoabusemevuyani

youhitme,youbeltedmelikeI’makid”

Vuyani:“youagreedtomarryanothermanwhileina

relationshipwithme”

Me:“heprobablyhadhisreasonsaswell”

Vuyani:“it’snotthe same Sne!Stop trying to



compare”

Me:“okay”IfinishedmakingbreakfastinsilenceI

dishedupforhimouttheleftoversinthemicrowave

thenIwentupstairshefollowedme

Vuyani:“Ithoughtyouwerehungry”

Me:“notanymore”

Vuyani:“SneIdon’tseewhyyouupset,thishouseis

bigenoughandsheneedsmyhelpshe’sSfundo’s

momIcan’tjustthrowheraside”

Me:“ofcourseshe’sthemotherofyoulivingsonI’m

justthemotherofyourdeadchild”hedroppedtohis

kneesputhishandsonhisthighsfacingdown

Vuyani:“Sne”hewhisperedIbarelyheardhimIwent

tothebathroomtookalongbathIfinishedupwent

totheclosethisclosetwasconnectedrobthe

bathroom,Ilotionedgotdressedinarippeddenim

skirtjustabovethekneeswithalongsleevedenim



shirttuckedin,IputlimeanklestrapheelsIleftmy

weaveloseItookmylimecornerhandbagwalked

outtheclosethewasstillonthespotIhadlefthim

instillkneelingbuthiseyeswereredandhewas

crying.Iknewtalkingaboutthemiscarriagewasa

lowblowhestillblamedhimselfforit

Me:“I’m goingoutI’llbebacklatermaybeI’llgo

sleepinmyhouse”

Vuyani:“I’m sorrySneforthepainI’vecausedyou

andforbeingthereasonyoulostthebaby”Isighed

Me:“I’msorryIshouldn’thavesaidthat”helooked

atme

Vuyani:“youlookbeautiful”

Me:“thankyou”Iofferedhim myhandhetookitI

pulledhimupIgavehimahugheheldmetightlyhis

mymanIlovehimwithallhisimperfectionsandhis

dramahismineattheendofthedayandnoonewill



everlovehimthewayIlovehimjustlikenoonewill

everlovemelikehelovesme

Vuyani:“IloveyouAlexiaIloveyoulikeI’venever

lovedbefore”wepulledapartandkisseddeeplyhe

grabbedmyassbringingmeclosertohim Ipulled

backwhenhestartedpushingmetowardsthebed

“pleasebaby”

Me:“I’malreadydressedvuyani”

Vuyani:“youwillgetdressedagain”hewasbitingmy

neck

Me:“I’llhavetobathagain”

Vuyani:“I’lljoinyou”

Me:“ha.avuyani,whenIcomeback”hemovedfrom

megroaninginfrustration

Vuyani:“whereareyougoing?”

Me:“tomeetzama”Ican’tbelievethatvuyanimade



mecuttieswithmyfriendsandIactuallydid

Vuyani:“okaycomehomeearly”

Me:“okay”wekissedItookthejeepgrandCherokee

keyshesmiled“don’t”helaughedoutloudly

Vuyani:“Idon’tlikethiscarbabe”heusedmyvoice

wegotoutofourroomlaughingasNohlegotoutof

theroom nexttoourswithafrownIjuststopped

laughingandwalkedfaster“Sne!”Heheldmyarm

Me:“what?!!Hhu!Idon’tcarevuyaniit’syourhouse

clearlyIhavenosaybutforhertousearoomnext

toourswhilethere’s6otherroomsinthehouse”

Vuyani:“I’lltalktoher”heopenedthedoorformeI

gotin

Me:“maybeIshouldgobacktomyhouseandleave

youtoplayhappyfamilywiththem”Istartedthecar

anddroveoffashewasabouttosaysomethingI

hadn’tevenreachedthegatewhenhestartedcalling,



thesecurityopenedthegateIdroveoutgoingto

IzimbaliIhootedatthegatethesecurityopenedI

droveupthedrivewayzama’shousewasahuge

mansion the driveway way had a huge water

fountainthehousewastriplestory.Themaindoor

openedasIwasgettingoffthecarzamaandBrian

steppedout

Brian:“lovelymorningindeed”Ismiledhegavemea

hug

Me:“morningBrian”

Brian:“morningtoyoutooSne,Iwasjustleaving”

Me:“later”hekissedZama

Zama:“Iloveyou”

Brian:“loveyou”hekissedherforeheadandwalked

tohiscar

Zama:“comeinboo”wewalkedinshewaswearing



justBrian’st-shirt“Iknew wehadplansbutyou

reallyearlyIjustgotouttheshower”

Me:“IknowI’msorryjustthatvuyani’sbabymama

showedupandI….”sheraisedhereyebrow

Zama:“I’llgetdressedandcheckifAmeliaisready

thenwewillleave,mam’sophiemadebreakfastyou

canhelpyourselfinthemeantime”Inoddedshe

disappearedIwenttothekitchenthefoodwasstill

setuponthecounterIdishedformyselfthenwent

tositoutsideatewhilelookingattheamazingview

theyhad.Iwasstilllostonmythoughtsofthe

situationIleftbehindwhenIfeltsomeonepullingmy

skirtIlookeddownitwasMarcel

Me:“hellobigboy”hesmiledlookinglikeayoung

Brian

Marcel:“helloauntySne”Ipickedhimupputhimon

mylap“you…gothere?”Igiggled



Me:“Igothereearlier”

Marcel:“okay”hetooktwobaconfrom myplate

“mmhtasty”hesmiled

Me:“yourmomwillhitusboth”zamadidn’tletthem

eatpork

Marcel:“a.adadagivesme”

Me:“Iknowbutmamadoesn’twantyoutoeatit”he

frowned

Marcel:“dadasaysitokay”Ichuckledthesetwo

wereconfusingthekids

Me:“okay”heshovedtherestofitinhismouthand

chewedwhilesmiling

Marcel:“moreaunty”hespokewithhismouthfulI

gavehim arussianinsteadheshookhisheadand

pointedtothebaconIlaughedandgaveittohim

“thankyou”wefinishedeatingoverhim tellingme



abouthisnewAuditoycarthathedrivesaroundthe

tenniscourtZamacameoutcarryingAmeliathey

werewearingmatchingshortgraygolfdresseswith

checkedgrayandpurpleshirtswrappedaroundtheir

waistandwhiteallstars

Zama:“yougotauntySnetogiveyoubacondidn’t

youMarcel”hegotoffmelaughingandraninthe

houseIlaughed“thatboyistoosmartandnaughty

forhisage”

Me:“aren’tall3yearoldslikehim”

Amelia:“aaasshe”Igiggledandtookher

Me:“helloprincess”

Amelia:“hello”

Zama:“wecango”shetookAmelia“she’sheavyand

withthoseheelsbooyouwilldie”

Me:“true”wewalkedinthehouseshegrabbedher



slingbag

Amelia:“minemama”zamarolledhereyes

Zama:“okaywaithere”sheranupstairscamebag

withasmallslingbagAmeliatookit

Amelia:“aaxs”Iraisedmyeyebrowzamamurmured

thanksIsmiledwegotoutthehousetomycarwe

gotinIdroveoff

Zama:“sowhatisVuyani’sbabymamadoinginyour

house”

Me:“ithishousenotmine”

Zama:“youstaythere,youfeedhim,yougivehim

sexwheneverhewants,youtreathim likeaking

whatishisisyours”Ichuckled

Me:“Igavehimthehusbandspackagewhilehisnot”

Zama:“childpleasewebothknow thatmanwill

marryyousoon.Soanswerme”



Me:“sheranawayfromherabusiveboyfriend”

Zama:“andshedoesn’thavefamily?Brianwouldn’t

daretestmelikethat”

Me:“Idon’tknowzamaandIdon’tcareabouther

stayingthereIknow vuyanilovesmeIknow he

wouldn’tcheatonmeIknow,Ijusthatethathestill

caresabouther.Youshouldhaveseenthewayhe

wascomfortinghertalkingabouthowhisgother

busykissingherheadandshit”

Zama:“I’msorryboo”

Me:“Idon’tevenwanttogobacktherezamashe’s

rudeasfuckyoushouldhaveseenthewayshe

lookedatmewithherbigbeautifuleyes”welaughed

“shedidn’tevenshakemyhandwhenIofferedhera

handshak”

Zama:“Iknowyouniceandallbuttreatherasshe

treatsyoudon’tlethergettoyou”



Me:“Idon’tthinkIcandoallofthatIwasjust

thinkingofgoingbacktomyhousewhileshe’s

around”

Zama:”Idon’tthinkleavinghertheretoplayhappy

familywithyourmanisagoodidea,Vuyaniis

handsomeandsuccessfulplushisprotectivehis

everythinganywomandreamsofandthatgirlknows

thatbelievemeit’snotjustaboutrunningawayfrom

anabusiveboyfriendshewantsvuyanibackandif

youleaveyougivingherachancetomakevuyani

seehowlifewouldbewithherinhislife”Ihuffedin

frustrationIcouldfeelmynosesweating

Me:“youknowmezamaI’m notthefightingtype”

shelaughed

Zama:“Iwasn’ttoowhenIstarteddatingBrianbutI

gotstrongerandlearnttostandmygroundandlet

myvoicebeheard,gotellvuyanitofindheraflathe



canaffordit”

Me:“helooksprotectiveoverher”

Zama:“iteitheryoumovebacktoyourhouseorhe

findsheraflatlethim makehischoicehewill

chooseyouifhedoesn’tthanyoudeservebetter

anywayyoutooprettytobeanyone2ndoption”

Me:“Iwon’tfindsomeonewhowilllovemelikehe

doesandwhowillacceptmeasIam”

Zama:“whatdoesthatmean?Snehaveyouseen

yourself?Youbeautifulwithanamazingbody,you

educatedandyoucomefrom moneysoyoudon’t

needanyone’smoney”IsmiledlightlyifonlyI

believedher

Me:“Ilovehim”

Zama:“andhelovesyou”wegottobhcwehadour

hairdonethenhadearlyandwentshoppingafter

thatIdroppedthemoffanddrovetovuyani’shouse



thefirstthingthatannoyedmewasseeingmyrange

on thedrivewayIknew vuyaniwasn’tusing it

becauseheneverdrivesithehatesbigcarsIparked

inthegaragetookoutmypaperbagswalkedinI

couldhearlaughterasIwalkedthroughthepassage

Iwalkedtotheloungetheyweresittingthereeating

whilewatchingtvhavingvuyani’sfavoritemealthatI

wasfailingtomaster

Me:“hello”theyalllookedatme

Vuyani:“babyyouback?”

Me:“obviously”hewavedmeoverIdroppedmy

bagswalkedtohimhepulledmetositonhislaphe

kissedmyneck

Vuyani:“Imissedyou”

Me:“whocookeditsmellsnice”

Nonhle:“someofusknowhowtofeedamanwe

don’tjustwaisthismoneyonweavesandshopping”



Vuyani:“NonhlewespokeaboutyourespectingSne

thisisherhouse”

Nonhle:“boybyethisisyourhouseI’mtheonewho

decorateditremember,Iwastherewhenyoubought

itrememberhowwecelebratedineveryGoddamn

room”Itriedstandingupbutvuyanipulledmedown

Me:“I’mtiredvuyaniitbeenalongdayandwehad

Ameliawithusyouknowshecanbealittlediva

wantingtofitineverythingineveryshop”heletgoof

mewebothstoodup

Vuyani:“Nonhleyoubetterwatchyourselfyouknow

howIcanbewhenI’mpissedoffbelieveyoudon’t

wanttoseethatvuyanicomingout.Sfundoboy”

Sfundo:“dad”

Vuyani:“takethosebagsuptomyroom soIcan

introduceyouproperlytoMam’ncanewakho”

Nonhle:“vuy…”



Vuyani:“don’ttestme”Sfundowenttogetmypaper

bagsandwentupstairsvuyanitookmyhandwe

followedSfundo

.

#fezeka

*

*

Iwokeupinthemorningbayandawasn’tinbedbut

therewasatraywithbreakfastonthebedsidethere

aredrosewithanote

*IknowImessedupIknowit’snotmuchbutita

startandI’vebookedanappointmentforuswithDr

Dumaforcouplestherapy.Iloveyouma’Kani*

Itorethestupidborethrewitinthebinalongwith

therose,IgotoffthebedmadeitthenIwent

downstairsIfound the nannyfeeding Tjwhile



Mansonwaseatinghiscereal

Manson:“morningmommy”Ithrew thebreakfast

bayandahadmademeinthebin

Me:“morningbaby”Ikissedhischeek“youslept

well?”

Manson:“yesthankyou”

Me:“Lisadidn’tmissthebustoday”Iaskedthe

nannysheshookherhead

Her:“herfathersaidhewilldropheroffatschool

theylefttogether”

Me:“okaywhenyoudonefeedingTjpleasepackhis

clothesandthingswegoingawayforafewweeks

andyoucantakesometimeoffI’llpayyouandI’ll

callyouwhenwecomeback”

Her:“okay”

Manson:“wegoingmom?”



Me:“yesbabywegoingtogovisitgrandmaand

grandpaforalittle”

Manson:“yes!!GonnaseeLolo?”Ismilednodding

Lolowasmybrother’ssonsameageasManson,he

squealed.Imademyselfacerealatewhilespeaking

toMansonwhenIwasdoneIwentupstairswent

onlinebookedticketsforaflighttoPEafterthatI

wenttoManson’sroompackedforhimandLisashe

willhavetoforgivemeforthefewweeksshewill

missatschoolandshewasonlyinjuniorprimary.I

finishedpackingforthem wenttopackmybagsI

tookashowergotoutlotionedgotdressedinjeans

andatanktopwithallstars,Itookallourbags

downstairsthenwentbackupstairsIcalledmy

brotherhepickedupimmediately

Luyolo:“heysisi”

Me:“heylookI’monmywaytotheairportmyflight



leavesat12:30pleasepickmeup”

Luyolo:“youcominghome?Areyouwiththekids?”

Me:“yesandyes”

Luyolo:“istheresomethingwrongfezekaIknowyou

wouldn’tjustcomehomeandLisahasschool”

Me:“hischeatingandI’m justtiredLuyoloIneed

timetothinkfigurethingsoutIdon’teventhinkI

wanttostaymarriedtohim”

Luyolo:“ItoldyoufezekaItoldthatboywillhurtyou

hisjustakid”

Me:“yeahwell,justpickmeupplease”

Luyolo:“okay”IrequestedanuberIoutTjinhiscar

seatwhilewewaitedfortheuberthenannyhad

alreadyleft,Iwrotebayandaanote

*Ihopelifetreatsyoukind,Ihopeyougetallthatyou

dreamedoff.Iwishyoujoyandhappiness.Ihope



yourfindwhatIcouldn’tgiveyoujustknowthatI’ll

alwaysloveyou.I’msorrybutIcan’tanymoreIdon’t

knowhowtoloveyouthewayyouneedtobeloved

justlikeyoudon’tlovemethewayIneedtobeloved.

Eventhestrongestofwomenbrakeourrelationship

wastoxicfrom thestartI’m notyourunconditional

love*

Ileftitontopofthebedinourroom,whentheuber

cameweleftstartedatLisa’sschoolIspoketoher

teacherthenweleftfortheairportatthatmomentI

didn’tcare aboutmy marriage oreven about

BayandaIjustneededmymom Ineededtobeat

homesurroundedbylovemaybewhenIdecidetogo

backtoDurbanIwouldhavefiguredthingsoutand

I’llgobacktoworkingBayandaneededtoseethatI

dohavelifewithouthim Imightlovehim butI

definitelywon’tdiewithouthim.

PART45UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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WepulledapartwhensomeoneclearedtheirthroatI

lookedoveritwasmomIhidmyfaceonbayanda’s

chesthechuckledwrappinghisarmsaroundme

Mom:“comein”

Baya:“okay”Iheardthedoorclosing“lookatme”he

heldmychinliftingmyface“I’llneverputusthrough

thisagainIpromiseyou”

Me:“don’tmakepromisesyoucan’tkeep”

Baya:“Iswearonourchildren’slivesIwillnever

againfezIpromiseyouIloveyoutoomuchtohurt

youlikethis”Istoodonmytoesbrushedmylips

againsthisheletoutamoanIlickedhisbottomlip



beforepullingitintomymouthwekissedagainhard

untilItastedhisbloodIpulledback

Me:“youjustinfectedmewithyouraids”hefrowned

Baya:“youtheonlypersonI’veeversleptwithallmy

lifewithoutacondomifIhaveaidsIgotitfromyou”

Ichuckledshakingmyhead“kissmeagain”he

grabbedmyassmakingmestandonmytoeswe

kissedagainshortlythenwentinwesattogether

Mzwandile:“IguessBrianknockingsomesenseinto

yourhusbandmadeyouseethingsdifferently”they

laughedIjustlookeddownbayandatensednextto

mewhenhiseyescaughthisfather’s

Uncle:“ma’kaniwhatdoyousaywillyouforgiveour

sonandworkonyourmarriage”Ilookedatbayanda

heheldmyhandtightly

Baya:“pleasefezI’mbeggingyou”Isighed

Me:“whatproofdoIhavethathewon’tdothistome



again”

Baya:“youhavemywordIknowit’snotmuchright

nowbutitisallthatIhavefezekaIloveyouMrs

JameswithallthatIam”hewipedmytears

Me:“onemorechancebayandaI’m notsayingwe

okayI’mgivingyouachancetofixthingstomakeus

wholeagain”hekissedmebutquicklypulledback

whendadclearedhisthroat

Baya:“thatisallIneed,canwegohomenow?”

Mom:“Ithinkitbestyouleavethekidsbehind

becauseafterwhatIsawlastnightIdon’tthinkyou

twocanraisethesechildrennotnow”

Dad:“Iagreewithyourmom”

Baya:“Lisahasschool”

Brian:“shewillstaywithus”momlookedathim“I’ll

makesureshe’stakencareoffandshegoesto



schooleveryday,TjandMansonwillstaybehind

untilMrsKanifeelsyoutwocantakecareofthem”

Mom:“I’mokaywiththat”

Me:“IneedmykidswithmeTjisjustababy”

Mom:“fezekaIam notgoingtoarguewithyou

aboutthisgofixyourmarriagethencomegetthem”

Me:“momyo..”

Dad:“fezeka!”

Me:“okay”momstoodupandwenttothekitchen

Baya:“canwebeexcused”theywavedusoff

bayandastoodupandpulledmyhandwewentout

hetookouthisphoneanddidsomethingthen

cuppedmyface“IloveyouandI’m goingtomake

thisrightIpromise”

Me:“Iknow youwill”wekissedshortlyuntilhis

phonebeepedasacarstoppednexttous



Baya:“let’sgo”heopenedthedoorformeIgotinso

didhethedriverdroveoff

Me:“wherewegoing?”Helookeddownatme

staringintomyeyes

Baya:“hotelIneedtoburymyselfinyou”

Me:“Baya”

Baya:“yes”therestoftheridewassilenceuntilwe

gottothehotelassoonaswegotintheroom he

tookoffmydressandcarriedmemetothebedI

pulledoffhist-shirthispackswerecoveredin

bruises

Me:“I’msorry”

Baya:“Brianfuckedmeup”heputmeonbedand

gotbetweenmylegshetookoffmypantiesandhis

jeans

Me:“I’vemissedyou”wehaven’tmadelovein



months

Baya:“I’m sorrybabywewillplaylaterrightnowI

needtobeinyou”heenteredmeswiftlyIletouta

loudmoanmybackarchinghemutteredacurse“I

loveyoufezIloveyousomuch”

Me:“Iloveyoumore”anditwastrue

.

#Sne

*

*

Iwaswokenupbyvuyanigettinginbedbehindme

hesnakedhisarmsaroundmeandburiedhisface

withmyneckheinhaledstronglyIheldhishands

Vuyani:“I’msorry”

Me:“shehurtmevuyani”Isniffedhegotontopof

methenrolledoverlayingnexttomehewipedmy



tears

Vuyani:“whatdidshedotoyou?”

Me:“shesaidsomereallyhurtfulwordsvuyani”he

shuthiseyeswhenheopenedthem theywere

burningwithrage

Vuyani:“IknowshecanbereallymeanbabyI’mso

sorry”Inoddedhewipedmytearsagainthenkissed

meshortly

Me:“whatareyougoingtodo?”

Vuyani:“whatdoyoumean?”

Me:“ifsheisstillinyourhousevuyaniI’dsuggest

youleavemyhouseandgotoher”

Vuyani:“baby”

Me:“no!Vuyanino”

Vuyani:“I’llfindheraplaceIpromise”



Me:“youchoosingheroverme”

Vuyani:“I’m notIwouldneveryoucomefirst,just

thatNonhlehasgivenupsomuchformeforSfundo

Ican’tjusttossherasidenow”

Me:“I’m notsayingtossherasidevuyaniI’m notI

understandshegaveyousomethingIhaven’tbeen

abletogiveyou”

Vuyani:“thisisnotaboutthatSneandIwantyouto

stopusingthemiscarriageasawaytowinevery

argumentit’smyfaultIknowbutstophurtingme

withit”

Me:“sorrybutIwantheroutofyourhouseandI

don’twantyouinmyhousewhileshe’sthere”he

rubbedhiseyesIcouldtellhewasfrustrated

Vuyani:“soIshouldchasemysonoutofmyhouse”

Me:“ohdon’tevenvuyani!Donotbringmethatshit”

heraisedhiseyebrow



Vuyani:“shit?Isthathowyoutalktomenow?”

Me:“noI’msorrybutcomeonvuyani,Sfundois10

turning11thisyearhisingrade6andyouhavea

maidyoudonotneedNonhle”

Vuyani:“whatshouldIdo”

Me:“whyisshenotworking”heshruggedhis

shoulder

Vuyani:“I’vealwaystakencareofherofthem”I

rolledmyeyes

Me:“andshecallsmeagolddigger”helaughed

Vuyani:“shecalledyouthat?Babyyoushouldhave

justlaughed,yougotyourownmoneyheckyou

moremoniedthanIam”

Me:“itnotfunnybabeitwasinsultingI’venever

beencalledthatbefore”hecuppedmyfaceand

gavemeakiss



Vuyani:“Iknowbaby”

Me:“Iwantheroutofyourhousevuyani”

Vuyani:“I’llgetheraflat”

Me:“thankyoueventhoughyoushouldn’tbutokay”

Vuyani:“sne”

Me:“novuyanisheneedstostandonherowntwo

feetbusycallingmeagolddigger”

Vuyani:“younotevilSnedon’ttrytobe”

Me:“I’mnotbeingevil”hegotontopofme

Vuyani:“don’teverdowhatyoudidtoday,okay?

Don’trunfromme”InoddedwekissedIrippedapart

hisshirtthebuttonswentflyingonthefloorIfelthis

lipscurvingintoasmileheheldmywaistandrolled

usovergettingmeontopofhimnothingturnedme

onlikehoweasilyhecouldjustflipmybody“doas

youpleasemyheart”Ismiledandkissedhisneck



goingdownwhileundoinghisbeltandhisjeansI

pulleddownhisjeansalongwithhisboyleghis

erectionsprungfreelyIbitmybottomliphekicked

themoffIgotbackupandkissedhimwhileholding

hiserectionrubbingthetiphisprecum shotout

wettingmythumbIpulledbackfrom thekissand

suckedmythumbhegroanedandrolledusover

gettingontopofmeIletoutaloudlaughed

Me:“baby!ThoughtIwasincharge”

Vuyani:“stopteasingme”hepulledoffmytanktop

hecuppedmybreastIcriedoutsoftly“Ifuckinglove

snenhlanhlayouknowthatright”

Me:“IknowandIloveyoutoo”hepulleddownmy

sweatpantsalongwithmypantiesandpushedin

onefingerImoanedhemoveditincirclesbefore

pullingitoutandpushingintwoagainIclosedmy

eyesbitingmybottomliphard



Vuyani:“Iwannamarryyou”hestopped“openyour

eyessne”Idid“IsaidIwannamarryyou”

Me:“canyoumakemeclimaxfirstwewilltalkabout

thatlater”helaughedpushinghisfingersdeeper

.

#zama

*

*

IwaswokenupbygigglesIsmiledbecauseIknew

onlymydaughtergiggleslikethatIopenedmyeyes

foundMarceldrawingsomethingonmyfacehegot

shockedwhenIopenedmyeyesandcrawledto

BrianfasttheyalllaughedIsatupBriantooka

pictureofme

Me:“whatyouupto”

Marcel:“loveyoumama”



Amelia:“oveyoumama”theyspokethesametime

Brian:“happyfirstdayofworkmama”hekissedmy

foreheadIsmiled

Marcel:“wemadeyoubreakfastmama”

Me:“reallybigboy”theynodded“whereisit?”

Brian:“kitchen”

Me:“okayI’llbathquicklythencomedown”

Amelia:“oay”Igiggled

Me:“okay”IheldBrian’schinandgavehimashort

wetkissthengavemybabiessoftpecksIwentto

thebathroomMarcelhaddrawnamustacheonmy

faceIlaughedandwalkedintheshowersoIcan

takeaquickshowergotoutlotionedgotdressedin

alongsleeve3quarterbadgemaroondresswitha

thighslitandblackheelsItiedmyweaveintoa

messybunIjustputondarkpurplelipstickItookmy



handbagmovedeverythingI’llneedinitalongwitha

pairofairmaxIwentdownstairsfoundBrianandhis

kidsinthedinningroom

Brian:“youlooktoodressedupforwork,whereare

yourscrubsandtekkies?”

Me:“mybag”

Brian:“isthereaneedforyoutochangeatwork”

Amelia:“dada”welooked ather“mama looks

beausfil”IsmiledandsatdownnexttoherIkissed

hercheek

Me:“thankyoubaby”

Marcel:“lookbeautifulmama”

Me:“thankyoubaby”Imessedhishairupand

startedeating“dadaisgivingyoubacon”Marcel

laughedIshookmyhead

Brian:“Idon’tseeyoudon’twantthemeatingbacon”



Me:“areyoustilldroppingmeoffatwork”

Brian:“yeah”Inoddedwefinishedeatinghebuckled

upthekidsintheircarseatIgotinhedroveoffwe

gottotheparkingatAddingtonIkissedmybabies

hegotoffandopenedthedoorforme“Iloveyou

andhaveagooddayatwork”Ismiled

Me:“soyougonnastayathometoday?”

Brian:“I’llgoinlater.CanIgetmykiss”

Me:“yougonnaruinmylipstick”

Brian:“fuckthat”heheldthebackofmyneckand

kissedmehardwhenhepulledbackIwasdizzyand

mylipsweresorehegavemeasoftpeck“I’llpick

youup”

Me:“Iloveyousomuch”hechuckled

Brian:“youhornyrightnow”Inoddedhesmiledand

peckedmynose“latersbaby”



Me:“youshouldn’thavebroughtthekidswecould

havehadaquickyinthecar”

Brian:“yousonaughty”

Me:“youlovemelikethat”hegrabbedmyass

bringingmeclosertohim

Brian:“tonight.Meyouandsomethinglaceywith

stringsandthatnewfloggerIsawinyourdrawer”I

giggled

Me:“whatwereyoudoingInmydrawer?Thatwas

supposedtobeforyourbirthday”

Brian:“youwillbuysomethingelse”wekissed“go

beforeyougetlateonyourfirstday”

Me:“Iloveyoumonwabisi”

Brian:“Iknowbaby”hewatchedmeuntilIgotinI

wentuptoourfloorImettheheadofphysioafter

thatIwenttothechangingroomjustasIwasabout



toenterIbumpedintosomeonemybagfellalong

withmyphone

Me:“ouchouch”

???:“thefuck!Watchwhereyougoing”weboth

lookedupIwatchedhim withmymouthopenhis

mouthalsoopen

Me:“uhmI’msorry”

Him:“noit’smyfault”hetookmybagandmyphone

“I’msorryaboutyourphone”Itookitthescreenwas

damaged

Me:“it’sokay”

Him:“I’mThabo”

Me:“zama”weshookhandshelookedatmyring

Him:“Mrs?”

Me:“James”



Thabo:“alrightMrsJames,seeyouaround”he

winkedandwalkedoutIwatchedhim heturned

whenhewasabouttocompletelygoout“Mrs

James”hesmiledIfeltgoosebumpsrushingallover

mybodyIquicklyturnedIwalkedinandsatonthe

benchbreathingouteversinceIstarteddatingBrian

Ihadneverfoundanothermanattractiveletalonebe

thistaken,Thabowasfuckinghotofcoursehehad

nothingonBrianbuthewashotlightskinnedwith

bigeyesjustmyheightandhewasyoung.Iquickly

changedthenwalkedbacktotheofficeofthehead

DrNaidoo

Me:“I’vechanged”

Her:“goodletmecallDlaminiyougoingtobe

shadowinghim foratleastamonththenyoucan

startyourownwork”

Me:“okay”inaminuteThabowalkedin



Thabo:“youpagedme”

Her:“yesthisiszamagcinaJamesshe’sthenew

internIwastellingyouabout”

Thabo:“alright,comealongMrsJamesit’sgoingto

bealongday”Iwalkedtohim wewalkedoutthe

officeheputhishandonmybackIfelthotinstantly

“yousmellamazing”

Me:“thankyou”helookedatmesmiling

Thabo:“youwelcome”

.

#narrated

*

*

Vuyaniwalkedinhishousewithasmileafter

spendingthenightandhavingbreakfastwithhis

heartnowjustneededtotalktoNonhleaboutletting



Sfundostaywithhimandfindingheraflatmaybea

jobaswellorsendinghertovarsity,buthissmiled

turnedintoafrowninaninstantwhenhesawhis

motherandNonhlehavingteawhiletalkingthetwo

had alwaysbeen closehismom loved Nonhle

everyoneelsehisbeenwithafterNonhlehasnever

liveduptoherexpectations

Vuyani:“mom”thewomanstoodupherheartfeeling

warmatthesightofherson

V’smom:“Vuvu”theyhuggedvuyanishotNonhlea

deadstareNonhlejustsmiledshewasheretofight

forvuyaniandshewaswillingtodestroyanything

thatstandsinherwayshewasreadytouseevery

resourceshehas

Nonhle:“isn’titalovelysurpriseVuvuIwasjust

tellingmom thatSfundoandIareherevisitingyou

shedecidedtocomeseeus”



Vuyani:“lovelysurpriseindeedmom,whydidn’tyou

tellmeyoucoming?Iwouldhavefetchedyouifyou

wantedtocomevisit”

V’smom:“nonsenseItookataxi”vuyanikissedher

headhelovedhismotherandwoulddoanythingto

makeherhappyshewentthroughsomuchraising

himasasinglemother

Vuyani:“Idon’tlikeitwhenyouusetaxismomyou

knowthat”

Nonhle:“Ipickedherupintown”

V’smom:“Iusedtaxisallmylifevuvu”

Vuyani:“becauseyourefusetoletmegetyoua

driver”

V’smom:“sitandtellmewhereyoucomingfrom”

theyallsatdown

Vuyani:“Iwasatmygirlfri..”



Nonhle:“hehadtorushtoworkmomItoldyou”she

cuthimoffvuyanithrewheradeadstare

V’smom:“it’sgoodtoseeyoubothtogetherIneed

moregrandchildrenvuyani”

Nonhle:“soonmomwealreadytryingforalittlegirl”

V’smom:“ohhowgreat!Weneedtosendcowsto

herfamilyvuyani,theMthethwa’shavebeenvery

patientwith uswe need to show them some

appreciationandmakeanhonestwomanoutof

Nonhle”

Vuyani:“mom”

V’smom:“nothing willmakemorehappythan

seeingyoumarriedwithchildrenvuyaniI’m getting

oldIneedthishousetoturnintoahomemaybeI

canfinallymovein”unlikehisfriendsvuyanididn’t

growupinmoneyyeshegrewupinthesuburbsand

wenttothebestschoolsonlybecausehismother



wasadomesticworkertonicestwhitefamilywho

raisedhimasifhistheirownhewasalwayssmart

sohegotabursaryandstudiedmedicinethatwhere

hemetBrianandMpilowhohadtheirownbest

friendshehadmetlusandainprimary.Hisbeen

begginghismomtomoveinwithhimsohecantake

careofherproperly

Vuyani:“mom youjustgotherehowaboutyougo

restthenwecancatchuplaterandwhenSfundois

backfromschoolwecanallgoforlunch”

V’smom:“ohnoNonhlewillcookI’vemissedher

cookingandyouknowyouwillneverfindawoman

whocookslikeher”Nonhlegiggled

Nonhle:“Ihadthebestteachermom,you”thetwo

laughedvuyanithoughtabouthisSnewhohadjust

managedtocookbreakfastproperlywithoutburning

theeggs



Vuyani:“mom I’m seeingsomeoneandItrulylove

herNonhleisjustherebecauseshe’shavingsome

problemsbutshewillbemovingoutsoonI’vefound

herflatandSfundoisgoingtostayherewithme”

Nonhle:“overmydeadbody!!”Shestoodup“Idon’t

carevuyaniIdon’tcareaboutthatfatthingyoucal..”

shedidn’tfinishhersentencevuyanigaveherahard

slap she stumbled back and started crying

immediatelyvuyani’smom stoodupherowneyes

filledwithtearsasmemoriesofvuyani’sfather

hittinghercamebackinfullforce

V’smom:“vuyaniIraisedyoubetter”

Vuyani:“shehasbeendisrespectfultowardssne

sinceshegothershewasintearsbecauseofyou

NonhleIhadtowatchmywomancryI’vetolerated

yourshitandyouhadthenervetocallsneagold

diggerthatwomanhasmoremoneythanIhave,she



mightbechubbybutbelieveyourbeautyisnothing

comparedtohersI’vehadenoughofyourshit

Nonhle”

Nonhle:“vuyani”

Vuyani:“Itoldyouthatyoudon’twanttomakeme

angrynowbegladmymomishereorIwouldhave

reallyfuckedyouup”vuyanireceivedhisownslap

fromhismomwhowasintears

V’smom:“Ihavenevereverbeenthisdisappointed

inyouvuyaniyoucertainlyareyourfather’sson,you

goingtoleaveNonhlelikeyourfatherleftmewith

you”sheshookherheadandwalkedupstairsleaving

vuyaniwithabrokenhearthedidn’twanttobelike

hisfatherhehadvowedtobebetter,hisfatherwas

anabusiveasswholewholefthismom forhis

currentwife

Nonhle:“youcertainlyareyourfather’sson”shealso



wentupstairsvuyanisatonthefloorwithhishead

betweenhisthighsallheeverwantedwastomake

hismotherhappyandbetheoppositeofwhathis

fatherwasbutthatmeantkeepinghispromiseof

marryingNonhleandkeepinghistemperincheck

PART47UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#zama

*

*

Briantookitoutofhispocketandlookedatitthen

gaveittomeitwasSiya

Me:“bigbro”

Siya:“whenareyougettinghome?”

Me:“Inafewhours”



Siya:“okay,youdrivingdownwithBrian?”

Me:“yeah”

Siya:“okaymom wantsyoutogopastthatbakery

sheorderedthemuffinsatandcollectthem she

saysyouhavetheslip”

Me:“yesI’llgetthem”

Siya:“thankyousis”hehungup

Me:“pleasedrivepastDavenport”

Brian:“whodidyouthinkwascalling?”

Me:“Brianpleasemylovecanyoujustletthisgo

pleaseIjusthadatoughdayatworkI’vebeen

wantingtostopforawhileIkeptthinkingitwillget

betterbutitneverdidnowI’mtired”

Brian:“okay”Ikissedhischeekthenputmyheadon

hisshoulder

Me:“youneedtotrustmeJames”



Brian:“Itrustyou”

Me:“startshowingit,Idon’twannacryanymoreI

gaveyouallthatIhave,Ihavenothingtogiveto

anyone.Brianyoutaughtmehowtoloveagainyou

mademefeelthingsI’veneverfeltbeforemyheart

isinyourhandsbabyIwouldn’tmessusup.YouallI

needandwantBrianbutwithouttrustwedon’thave

anything”hesighedandheldmythighsqueezingit

Brian:“youmylifezamawithoutyouI’m ashellI’ll

destroyanyonewhotriestotakeyouawayfromme

I’llkillathousandmenforyou.Iknowyouloveme

morethanIlovemyselfyougivemepurposebaby”I

leanedoverandkissedhischeekthenpressedmy

foreheadonhishead

Me:“Iloveyou”

Brian:“wannacomeworkwithyourhusband”I

giggled



Me:“I’dratherraiseourchildren”

Brian:“I’dratheryoudidthataswell”hekissedmy

head then we drove in silence with him just

hummingalongtoasongthatwasplayingwe

collectedthemuffinsthendrovepastLisa’sschool

wetookhertoherparentsthenwenthomeIfound

mykidsrunningwithThembekarunningafterthem

Me:“what’sgoingon?”Ameliarantomelaughing

andfellshestoodupandstartedrunningagainI

pickedherup

Thembeka:“theydon’twanttoeat”

Marcel:“itvegesmama”

Amelia:“yuk”

Brian:“yucky!”

Me:“goeat”

Marcel:“mamano”



Me:“goeatMarcelnow”IputAmeliadownshewas

frowningwithherlipsshaking“gonow”Ipointedto

thekitchentheywalkedtherewithAmeliasniffing

Brian:“zama”

Me:“no”IwentupstairsIwenttotheclosetdeleted

everythingfrom ThaboIputhisnumberonblock

themdeletedit

Brian:“babe!”

Me:“I’minthecloset!!”Itookoffmyscrubshegotin

Brian:“whattimeareweleaving?”

Me:“now”

Brian:“can’tIjustcomeinthemorningzamaIdon’t

reallyfeelcomfortablewithsleepinginyourparents

house”Ikickedoffmysneakersthenwalkedtohim

injustmythongandabra

Me:“youdon’twannasleepnexttomebaby?”



Brian:“IdoyouknowIdo”

Me:“then”

Brian:“ityourparentshouse”

Me:“they’vesleptinyourhouse”henodded“you

knowI’vealwayshadthisfantasy”

Brian:“of?”

Me:“havingsexinmyroomwithmyparentsjusta

dooraway”

Brian:“hayizamagcina”Ipouted“zamano!”

Me:“yousaidyouwillmakeallmyfantasiescome

alive”hepushedhishairbackwithhiseyebrows

broughttogether

Brian:“youpromisetobequiet”

Me:“Iwon’tevenmoan”

Brian:“you?Notmoan?”



Me:“okayI’llputapillowovermyface”

Brian:“Ilikeseeingyourfacewhenwemakelove”

Me:“wewillsee”Istoodonmytoeswekissedhe

grabbedmyassliftingmeupIwrappedmylegs

aroundhiswaisthewalkedtothecouchandsaton

it

Brian:“yousuchasexmonsterzama”

Me:“youcreatedthismonsterMrJameswithyour

skills”hesmashedhislipsonminewekissedwhileI

pressedmycuntonhiscockandmovedincircles

someone knocked Iheard theirvoices before

anythingIgotoffBrian

Brian:“thefuckzamagetyourkidsoutofmyroom”I

giggledputtingonmyrobe

Me:“I’m coming”Iwalkedouttheywerefollowing

eachothergoingtothebathroom“babies!”Theygot

shockandtriedtohidebehindoneanotherIjust



laughed

Amelia:“mama!”

Me:“youateyourveges?”Theynodded“letmesee”

theyliftedtheirt-shirt“good”

Marcel:“where’sdada?”

Me:“busycome”Iheldtheirhandswewalkedout

Amelia:“Iwantdada”

Me:“hisbusy”Itookthem toThembeka“please

packforthem”

Thembeka:“alreadydid”

Me:“keepthem entertainedthen”shenoddedIran

upafterclosingthegatesbythebottomandtopof

thestairs“I’m back”hewasalreadynakedinbedI

threwmyselfathimherolledusovergettingontop

ofme.

FewhourslaterwewerearrivingathomeStheand



Mbisoranoutassoonasthecarparkedoutside

theyopenedthebackseat

Amelia:“Teh!!!!”Sheclappedexcitedlywegotoff

BrianandIgotthemofftheircarseats

Mbiso:“hellobhutiBrian”

Brian:“hellobigboy”

Me:“you won’tgreetme?”Hechuckled taking

AmeliaIwentinthehousegreetedthensatnextto

mom

Siya:“whereishe?”

Me:“outsidewiththekids”hewentout

Dad:“howiswork?”

Me:“I’mquitting”theylookedateachother

Dad:“youloveyourjobzamagcinayouwereso

happywhenyougotitandyouworkedhardforyour

qualification”



Mom:“isBrianmakingyouquit”

Me:“ofcoursenot,wewantanotherchildandwork

isaddingunnecessarystresstomybody”thedoor

opened

Dad:“ididnotputyouthroughschooltobecomea

housewifezamagcina”theygotinjustasdadwas

sayingthatIsawBrianflinching

Marcel:“grandpa!”Hegotoffstheandwalkedtodad

crawlingtohislaplikeababy,Briangreetedandsat

nexttomeaftermomstoodup

Mom:“comehelpmeprepareasnackmagcina

whilewewaitfordinner”

Me:“wewillwaitfordinnermom weateonbefore

cominghere”

Amelia:“vegesyuk”welaughed

Mom:“vegesaregoodforyou”



Marcel:“a.agrandma”

Mom:“yourmamahatedvegesaswell”

Brian:“yetshe’salwaysfeedingthemtomykids”

Mom:“itgoodforthem”Ilookedatmom then

lookedatBrianIfoundmyselfchucklingmom was

just3yearsolderthanBrian.Westayedtalkingthen

haddinnerimmediatelyafterdinnerstheandI

washedthedishesthencleanedeveryonewasin

bedmykidsweregoingtosleepwithmyparentsas

usualwheneverI’mathome.Wefinishedandwent

toourroomsIfoundBrianonhisnotebooklooking

atpicturesofmeandThabomostlywhenwewould

gohavelunchtogetheraroundtown

Brian:“sit”Isatonthecouchbythewindow“here”I

stoodupbutdidn’tmove“whoisn’tthis?”

Me:“thabodlaminiweworktogether,Brianareyou

havingmefollowed?”



Brian:“zamawhatthefuckdoyouwantfromme?”

Me:“brainyouoverreacting”hemovedfastand

grabbedmyneckpinningmetothewallIstoodin

theairhehadhisgunpressinghardonmyheadI

wasjustcryingsilentlyshakingmyheadasmyjeans

gotwetIurinatedonmyself“why?”Hiseyeswere

redwithangerhisveinspoppinguponhisforehead

Me:“Brianpleaseweinmyparentshouseplease

don’tdothis”

Brian:“didyoufuckhim”Ishookmyheadfast

Me:“Ididn’t,Iwouldn’tdothattoyou,tous,ourkids

BrianIwouldn’t”heslidhisgunonhislapIheardit

makeasound

Brian:“I’llkillyouzamathenI’llkillourchildrenand

killmyself”

Me:“babypleaseIpromiseyou wejustwork

togetherhissupervisingmeBrianplease”



Brian:“I’llfindoutzamayouknowIwill”heletgoof

meIfelltothefloorIquicklycoveredmymouthwith

myhandstryingsohardtonotletoutloudsobshe

switchedoffthelightsandgotunderthecovers

Me:“Brian”

Brian:“I’mtryingtosleepzamagcina”

Me:“hekissedmeIfoughthimoffmethat’swhyI’m

resigning”therewasnopointinlying,hedidn’tsay

anythingIstayedonthefloorcryinguntilIfeltsleepy

IgotoffthefloortookoffmyclothesIwenttobed

nakedhewasfacingawayfrommeIheldhimfrom

thebackIputmyfaceonhisbackasmuchasIwas

angryathim forpointingagunatmeIwasmore

disappointedwithmyselfforhurtinghimandmaking

himangry

Brian:“yourhandsarecoldzamaI’mtryingtosleep”

Me:“holdme”



Brian:“noyouliedtome”

Me:“ididn’twantyoutobeangryatmeBrian.I

didn’twantyoubeingangryatmeforsomethingI

hadnocontrolover”

Brian:“howdoIbelieveyounow?Youshouldhave

toldmethetruthfromthestart”

Me:“Brianmakelovetome”

Brian:“noI’mangryzamaI’llhurtyou”

Me:“youwon’tiknowyouwont,youwouldnever

hurtmeItrustyou”

Brian:“youlethimkissyou”

Me:“Ipushedhimoffme”

Brian:“I’llkillhim”Iputmyhandunderhispjbottom

andheldhisdickhegroanedgrowingimmediately

“zama”

Me:“BrianI’myourwifeandIneedyourightnow”he



turnedandkissedmehardItookhishandleftiton

mypunanihemoanedinmymouth

.
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Iwaswokenupbyvuyanigettinginbetweenmylegs

Me:“vuyaniha.a”

Vuyani:“babypleaseit’sbeenfivedaysalready”

Me:“I’malmostdonevuyanijustholdonpleasemy

love”

Vuyani:“sneIdon’tmindandthebloodwillstop

whenIpenetrateyoupleasebabyIcan’tanymore

youusuallytaketwodays”iwasonmyperiodsit

wasweirdbecauseIhaveaverylightflowandit

usuallylaststwodaysbutwewereonthesixthday



now

Me:“justholdonvuyanipleaseyouknowhowIfeel

aboutthis”hegotoffmemumblingbullshit“I’m

sorryKhabazela”hesmiledlookingawayfromme“I

loveyoumyking”

Vuyani:“Iloveyou”Irolledoverandgotoffthebed

Me:“whattimeareweleaving?”

Vuyani:“now Briancalledsayingabakhongihave

left”

Me:“howfaristhisplace”

Vuyani:“notfarwewilltakether8itgoingtobe

faster”

Me:“IthoughtweweregoingwithSfundo”hewas

stayingwithusfulltimenowvuyanimadeNonhle

choosewhetherhefightsherincourtforSfundoand

cutsherofffinanciallyorshelet’shimstaywithhim



andshegoestovarsityhewillpaybutshedecided

tofighthim sovuyanibeinghim intwoweeks

NonhlehadlostSfundosheonlyhadvisitationrights

buthestillofferedtotakeherbacktoschool

becausehesaysithisfaultshedidn’tgettostudy

butsherefusedsaidhemustjusthelpheruntilshe

getsajobhewasalreadyspeakingtosomepeople

aboutfindingherajob.Ihatedthathecaredso

muchabouthertheyhadabondthatcouldn’t

competewithandIhatedmyselfforwantingto

competewithherbecauseshewaseverythingIwas

notwhethergoodorbad.

Vuyani:“nahhewillstaybehind”

Me:“okay”Ipoutedwithmyeyebrowsbrought

togetherIlovedSfundohewasjustlikehisdadhe

mademeseevuyaniatayoungerageso he

basicallywenteverywhereIwentchuckled



Vuyani:“hisstayingbehindsneIknowthatlook”

Me:“stheandmbisowillbetherethough”

Vuyani:“theysiya’slittlebrotherandsisterobviously

theywillthere,babyyoucan’ttakeachildtothings

likethatunlesshisfamily”

Me:“sayswho”

Vuyani:“society”

Me:“fucksociety”heshookhisheadsmiling

Vuyani:“gobathI’llcheckifmam’gloriaisdonewith

breakfast”hegotoffthebedandgavemeakiss

beforegoingoutofourroom.Iwenttobathgotout

lotionedputonmymakeupbrushedmyweaveit

wasbraidedintocornrowsafterthatIputonarobe

wentdownstairsIfoundthem eatingsittingonthe

highchairs

Me:“morningmorning”



Sfundo:“morningmam’ncane”Isatoppositethem

dishedupformyself“youwell?”

Me:“yepandyou”

Sfundo:“I’mait”

Vuyani:“yougonnastaybehindwithmam’gloria

Sfundodon’tbotherher”

Sfundo:“medaddynever!!”HesaidinnocentlyI

chuckledhewasalittlenaughtybuthegotaway

witheverythingnoonehadthehearttopunishhimin

anywayhewasjusttooadorable

Vuyani:“don’tbesmart”hesmiled

Me:“soyouokaywithstayingwithherbecauseshe

willbeinthepoolhousemostofthetime”

Vuyani:“theresecurityatthegate”

Me:“Iknowthat”

Sfundo:“I’llbeokay”Inodded



Vuyani:“see”IrolledmyeyeswefinishedbreakfastI

wenttogetdressedwhilevuyanitookashower

Me:“baby!”Iwentinthebathroom

Vuyani:“yeah”

Me:“whatyougonnawear?”

Vuyani:“themaroonchinoswithnavyshirtand

slipperswiththematchingbeltandthatnewcream

whiteblazer”

Me:“okay”Iwenttotheclosettookouthisclothes

laidthemonthecouchthenItookoutanavyvintage

wrapdresswithmaroonheelsIgotdresshecame

outwhileIwasfinishingupandwhistledIturned

aroundforhim

Vuyani:“youlookbeautifulmyheart”

Me:“thankyoubaby,finishup”hewalkedtome

massaginghisdickwhichwasgrowingharderand



harderwitheverystepIranouttheclosetlefthim

laughingIwaitedoutsidetheroom foralittlethen

wentbackIfoundhimputtingonhiswatchalready

dressedIleanedonthewallandwatchedhim he

finishedputtinghiswatchonfixedhispantshe

lookedathimselfonthemirrorfixingsomethingon

hisshortfadehetookapictureofhimselfthen

noticedme

Vuyani:“how longhaveyoubeenstandingthere?

What’swrong?”

Me:“justadmiringGod’screation”hesmiled

Vuyani:“itallyours,come”Iwalkedtohim stood

nexttohimlookingupathim”gonnatakephotos”I

noddedwithasmilewetooksomanypicturesthenI

tookmymaroonhandbagwhilehetookhiswallet

weleft.Thedrivetonongomawaslongwegotthere

foundBrianwiththerestofthecrewsittingoutside



oncampchairsdrinkingandlisteningtomusicwe

greetedvuyanitookoutchampchairsandacooler

boxwesatdown

Me:“where’szama?”

Brian:“theybusyinsidegivingthepeopleblankets

andstuffgoin”Ilookedatvuyanihenodded

Me:“walkmetoher”Brianstoodup

Brian:“comeonbeautiful”

Vuyani:“watchyourself”theotherslaughedBrian

tookmyhandandwinkedatvuyani“James!”Ijust

smiledwewalkedintowardsthetentzamawalked

touswithasmileonherfaceshelookedbeautifulin

astraplessbadgewhitemaxidressandbrownheels

whichmatchedBrian’sshoesandbelt

Zama:“boo”wehugged“gladyoucameinthosetwo

bitchesdidn’twantto”shewastalkingaboutSarah

andsisiphowelaughed



Brian:“playnicezama”heleftus

Me:“youlookbeautifulasalways”

Fewhourslaterwewereseatedaroundthetable

Mbalihadjoineduswewerehavinglunchshe

lookedbeautifulintheAfricanprintdressbykhosi

nkosithatshewasgivenbyherinlaws.Shewasjust

glowingandobviouslyhappyitjustmademethink

aboutmyweddingIknewIwantedtobemarriedto

vuyani

Vuyani:“babe”Ilookedathim“areyouokay?”

Me:“yeslove”

Vuyani:“whereyouatI’vebeencallingyou”

Me:“justthinkingaboutgettingmarried”

Vuyani:“isitsomethingyouwanttodosoon?”

Me:“Ithinkyouneedtotakesometimeoffwork

maybeforaweekortwogoseemyfamilyfirst”he



raisedhiseyebrows“youwereverydisrespectful

whenyoulastsawthem vuyaniyouneedtomake

thatrightbeforeweeventhinkaboutgettingmarried.

Iwantthis”Ipointedaroundwithmyeyes“asmuch

asI’llmarryyouwithouttheirblessingsIwantthey

blessingsIwantthemhappyforme”henodded

Vuyani:“IgetitIunderstandwewillgoIjustneedto

fixsomethingatthesurgerygetsomeonetolook

aftermypatients”

Me:“thankyou”hegavemeasoftpeck

Vuyani:“IloveyouI’lldoanythingtokeepyouhappy”

Me:“IknowIloveyoutoo”heheldmychinand

kissedmedeeplywhenwepulledapartalmost

everyonewasstaringatus

Mbali:“tryingtostealmyshine”welaughed.

Laterjustafterthesunhadsetweleftforthevenue

wheretheengagementpartywastakingplacethe



decorwassobeautifulitpeachwithjustatouchof

gold.

.
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Iwoketiredasfuckwecamehomeintheearly

hoursofmorningMbalihadcalledsayingtheyabout

toleaveIwasinbedaloneIgotoffthebedputon

mypjsthenwentoutthehousewasbuzzingwithmy

familyallovertheauntsandmomwerechoppingin

thekitchen

Me:“morning”

Aunt:“theprincessisup”shewasbeingsarcasticI

justpouredmyselfwaterthenwentoutlookingfor

myhusbandIfoundhim inthebackyardwithSiya



andmycousinbrothersbusywiththecowtheyhad

slaughtereditIwatchedmyHusbandinamusement

hewaspeelingofftheskinhisjoggershadblood

Simo:“stopstaring”Ismiledathim

Me:“Ican’tIlovehim”

Simo:“Icantell”Iwalkedclosertothem

Me:“babe”helookedupanddroppedtheknife

beforewalkingtomehewipedhishandsonhis

joggers“whoisgoingtowashthose”

Brian:“Ipaidlotoflobolaforawife”Ifoldedmy

armsonmychest

Me:“don’tmesswithmeMrJames”helaughedand

kissedme

Brian:“youup”Inodded

Me:“whereareyourkids”

Brian:“withmbisoandsthe”heheldmywaist



Me:“yougonnamakemedirty”

Brian:“Iloveyoudirty”

Me:“don’tbenasty”

Brian:“youloveitwhenI’mnasty”

Me:“comebathI’llgetyourclothesready,haveyou

eaten?”

Brian:“yesIateandI’llbathwhenwedonehere”

Me:“okayI’mgoingtobath”

Brian:“wantmescrubyourback”

Me:“nope”Iturnedtowalkawaybuthepulledme

backtohim

Brian:“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iknowhubby”hekissedmyforeheadIwent

backinthehouseIcheckedonmykidstheywerein

thetwinsroom theyhadalreadytakenabath



“babies”

Amelia:“mama”theycametomeIpickedthemup

Me:“Marcelyouheavy”

Marcel:“heavy?”Inodded

Me:“youate”

Amelia:“yes”

Marcel:“baconwithdada”Ishookmyheadthey

laughed

Me:“okaygetoffme”

Amelia:“nomama”

Me:“haibo”shelaughedhidingherfacebetweenmy

booksIputthem downshepoutedwithherlips

shaking“don’tcryAmelia”

Amelia:“wantyou”

Me:“I’m goingtobath”shestartedcryingMarcel



rubbedherbacksthetookherbutshecriedlouderI

tookhershewrappedherarmsaroundmyneck“it’s

okayI’msorry,okay?”ShenoddedIwenttomyroom

withherwelaidonthebeduntilshefellasleepBrian

gotinasIwasgettingoffthebed

Brian:“youhaven’tbathe”

Me:“yourdaughterdecidedtobeababy”

Brian:“she’sasleep”

Me:“yeah”hewastakingoffhisclothesIstaredat

himmyhusbandwashotthoughandhisbodywas

justoutofthisworld

Brian:“stopstaring”

Me:“whatever”hechuckledandputonhisrobe

Brian:“IwastalkingtoSiyawegoingtobuilda

househerethereisn’tenoughspacesoitjustgoing

tobeourroomswithbathroomsandalounge”



Me:“that’sagoodidea”

Brian:“wewillgetstartedtomorrowIalreadycalled

someguy”

Me:“okay”hetookhistoiletrybagandleftItookout

ourclothesironedthemthenwenttothebathroomI

triedopeningitwasclosed“baby”heopenedhewas

brushinghisteeth“youdone”henoddedIdropped

mytowelgotintheshower.

FewhourslaterMbali’sfamilywasstandingbythe

gatecarryinglotofgroceryandsingingwehada

stretchtentwithroundtables,cocktailtablesand

sofastherewithbuffetsettingforfood.Theelders

wenttowelcomethem therewaslotofsinging

goingon.Everythingwentonreallywelllaterintothe

earlynightmbali’sfamilyhadleftbutshedidn’tleave

itwasnowjustfewneighborsandmycousinsinthe

tenteveryonewasdrinkingwellbesidesmeIwas



sitting with my husband and our friends

conversations going on nicelywith softmusic

playingallofasuddengunswentoffBrianmoved

fastpushingmetothefloorhegotontopcrashing

hisbodyonmineIkeptscreamingformykidstrying

togetBrianoffmebuthedidn’tmoveuntilthere

wasnoshootinghegotoffmeIdidn’tevenlook

aroundIrantomylookformykidsasIturnedtothe

frontsoIcangotothedoorIsawhisbodylyingina

poolofbloodIjustwentonmykneesnexttoitand

screamedloudlycryinghewasn’tbreathinghiseyes

lookedblank

PART46UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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Iwasinthekitchenmakingmyselflunchwhile

singingalongtothemusicthatwasplayinginthe

loungewhenIcaughthisscentbeforeanythinghis

armssnakedaroundmywaisthepinchedmylove

handles

Me:“vuyani”hechuckledandbitmyneck“ouch!”

Vuyani:“Imissedyou”

Me:“youwereheretwohoursago”

Vuyani:“ImissedyouthemomentIdroveoutthe

gate”

Me:“youlovemetoomuch”hesighedIturnedto

facehim“what’swrongbabe?”

Vuyani:“Ifoundmomathome”IletgoofhimIdon’t

knowifIwasangryorwhatbutIknewthatthisisall

Nonhle’sfaultshegotvuyani’smomtocome

Me:“shouldn’tyoubehappyoverthat”



Vuyani:“Igotangryandthingsgotalittleoutofhand

IdisappointedherSneIdisappointedmymothershe

saidI’m justlikemyfather”Iputmyhandonhis

cheekheleanedinonmytouchclosinghiseyes

Me:“youcouldneverbeyourfathervuyaniyouare

youandheishimyoutwoarecompletelydifferent

people”vuyanihatedhisfatherhehatedthewayhe

treatedhismother

Vuyani:“Iam him snenhlanhlaIhityoubabyandI

wasn’tevensorryaboutitIshouldn’thavelaidmy

handonyounomatterthecircumstancesIshouldn’t

havehityoulikethat”

Me:“yesyoushouldn’thaveandIwouldreally

appreciateitifyoudidn’tagainbutit’sinthepastdo

notbeatyourselfupaboutitbabyIforgaveyouand

wemovedon”

Vuyani:“I’mleavingNonhlelikehowdadleftmom”



Me:“doyouloveNonhle”

Vuyani:“ofcoursenot!”

Me:“calm down,maybeyourfatherleftyourmom

becausehefelloutoflovewithherandithisfault

thathedidn’tkeepintouchwithyou.Youloveson

youdoeverythingforthatboyandyouwanthimto

livewithyoujustbecauseyounotwithhismotherit

doesn’tmeanyoudon’tlovehim”hewasstaringat

meIstoodonmytoesandgavehimasoftpeck“I

loveyouandyouaredefinitelynotyourfatheryou

myvuyani,mystrongsexyhandsomevuyaniwho

flew allthewaytoAmericatogetmeback,my

vuyanidoesn’tsecondguesshimselfhedoesn’tlet

peoplemanipulatehim andhegoesafterwhathe

wantsandhegetsit.Anditfuckingturnsmeon”he

smashedhislipsonminewekisseddeeplyuntilwe

werebothbreathingheavily



Vuyani:“Ifuckingloveyousnenhlanhlamylifeis

completewithyou”wekissedagain

Me:“vuyaniyoulovemeI’veneverdoubtedyourlove

andIcertainlywon’tstartnowIgaveupsomuchfor

usIdon’tregretanyofitIspentmonthsnot

speakingtomyfamily,myrelationshipwithmy

motherisnotthesameandIdon’tregretanyofthat

becauseIloveyouandIknow youloveme.We

sacrificeforlove”

Vuyani:“Iknowbaby”wekissed“youallIneed”I

smiled

Me:“I’mwarmingtheribsfromlastnightandImade

greensalad,wouldyoulikesome?”

Vuyani:“yesplease”heletgoofmeandopenedthe

fridge“weneedtogodogrocerythere’snobeer

here”

Me:“wedon’tleavehereanymore”hechuckled



Vuyani:“weneedtosellthishouse”

Me:“notinamillionyearsbigshot”

Vuyani:“whenImarryyouyouwill”

Me:“Iwillnotandthishouseisbettertoraisea

familyinunlikeyourhouseitallglassyoucan’thave

atoddlerthereandbesidesyouhaven’tproposed

andyoustillneedtosortoutyourbabymama

drama”

Vuyani:“youtalkalotitbetterwhenmydickisin

yourmouth”Ilaughedoutloudlythrewsomelettuce

athimhecaughtitandateitlaughingIdishedupfor

uswhilehepouredwinewewenttoeatinfrontof

thetv

Me:“wannagoshopping?Isawg-starhasnewjeans

andIsaw thoseshoesyou’vebeenwantingat

Fabian”

Vuyani:“whydidn’tyouthosethingswhenyouwent



shoppingwithzamayouknowmysizeyoualways

buymeclothes”

Me:“Idon’tknowIdidn’tthinkaboutit”

Vuyani:“wewillgoafterpickingupSfundofrom

school”

Me:“cool”hepulledmytoesIkickedhim“stopyou

idiot”helaughedsoftly

Vuyani:“youinsultingmesnenhlanhla”

Me:“noI’m callingaspadeaspade”hequickly

movedgettingontopofmeandstartedticklingmeI

laugheduntilIwasintearstryingtogethimoffme

heletgoandsmashedhislipsonminehardwhen

hepulledbackIwasgaspingforair“vuyani”he

smiled

Vuyani:“yesbaby.Yourfaceisredyoubruiseso

easilySne”



Me:“Iknow”

Vuyani:“youtooyellow”

Me:“andyoutoodark”hesmiledshakinghishead

Vuyani:“topdeckchocolate”Igiggled

Me:“I’mthewhitepart”

Vuyani:“obviously!!,babe?”

Me:“yes”

Vuyani:“whydon’tlikechocolate”Ishruggedmy

shoulders“I’mgonnabuyyouchocolatetoday”

Me:“okay”

Vuyani:“andahomepregnancytest”

Me:“hha!”He held mycheeks pressing them

together

Vuyani:“youlooklikeafishmylittleclownfish”

Me:“findingnemo”myvoicecameoutfunnyhe



laughedthrowinghisheadbackheletgoofmy

cheeksstilllaughing

Vuyani:“morelikedora”

Me:“justkeepswimmingjustkeepswimming”I

sangheshookhisheadchuckling

Vuyani:“andI’mtheidiot”hisphoneranghetookit

outandansweredaftersighing”yes…..noI’llpick

him up……haveyoueverseenmedrivingarange

rover?That’sSne’scarshetookitwhenshewent

backtoherhouse….yesI’m withher….because

she’smywomanNonhlewhatthefuck….whatever

….I’dsuggestyoustartlookingforaflatbecauseI

wantyououtofmyhousebytomorrow…..I’mgonna

suetheshitoutofyouNonhleyouwillnevergetto

seehimagainbelievenocourtwillgiveyoucustody

ofakidwhenyouunemployedandhomeless”he

droppedthecalandscreamedloudly



Me:“what’swrong”

Vuyani:“I’mgoingtokillher”Ijustsmiledheraised

hiseyebrow“younotgoingtosayIshouldn’t?”

Me:“I’llhelpyouburyherinthegarden”helaughed

andkissedme

Vuyani:“yousuchafool,comegochangesowecan

go”

Me:“okay”IgotoffthecouchwentuptomyroomI

freshenupgotdressedina3quartertightfitting

blackdresswithmaroonnikeroshersItiedmy

weaveintoamessybuntookmyhandbagIputon

lightmakeupthenwentdownstairsvuyaniwhistledI

spanaroundgiggling

Vuyani:“lookinghotasalwaysmyheart”

Me:“don’tIalways”Isaidplayfullywelaughed

Vuyani:“let’sgomissChang”hetookmyhandwe



gotinhisjeepanddroveofflisteningtosomehip

hopfrom themotherlandandsingingalongwe

pickedupSfundohegreetedandsettledinthe

backseat

Me:“howwasschool”

Sfundo:“itwascoolmam’ncanejustgladit’sover”

Me:“lookslikesomeonedoesn’tlikeschool”he

chuckled

Vuyani:“hebetterlikeitI’m expectinggoodresults

end oftheyearoryou can forgetaboutthat

MacBookyou’vebeenwanting”

Sfundo:“I’llgettheA’sdadnodoubtaboutitIjust

don’tlikeschool”Ilaughedvuyanishookhishead

Vuyani:“Iusedtoloveschool”

Me:“Ihatedschool”Sfundolaughed

Vuyani:“younothelping”



Me:“noIhateditbutIpassedreallywellandIgot

myqualifications”

Sfundo:“andI’lldothesame”

Me:“yousee”IturnedfacingSfundo“getinhere”we

fistpumped

Sfundo:“blowitup”

Me:“hhu?”Heshowedmehewefistpumpedagain

blowingitup

Sfundo:“yeah!”

Me:“I’msogettingyoutheMacBook”

Sfundo:“really?!!”

Vuyani:“no”Ilookedatvuyanismilingheshookhis

headwegottogatewaygotsomeshoppingdone

thenwatchedalatemovieandhaddinnerthenwe

leftwehadtostartatvuyani’shousetodropoff

SfundovuyaniinsistedthatIgoinwiththemsoIdid



wegotinfoundNonhleandhismom watchingt.v.

talking and laughing like old friends they

immediatelystoppedwhentheysawmeIjustknew

vuyani’smomwillneverlikeme

Sfundo:“gogo!”Theyhugged

V’smom:“youlooksobigSfundohahawhatisyour

momfeedingyou”Sfundolaughed

Nonhle:“gochangeandgetyourhomeworkdone

SfundoIdon’twhyyourfatherbroughtyoubackthis

lateheknowsyouhaveascheduletostickto”

Sfundokissedhisgogo’scheekandranupstairs

withhispaperbags

Vuyani:“momI’dlikeforyoutomeetSnemywoman

Sne this is my motherNtombimom this is

snenhlanhlaChang”

Me:“hellomah”

Ntombi:“whatsurnameisChangvuyanidonotbring



meforeignerssheevensoundsfunny”

Vuyani:“herfatherisfrom Chinashegrew upin

Americabutshe’soriginallyfrom here”hismom

clappedherhandsoncethenlookedatmefromthe

bottomtothetop

Ntombi:“atleastshe’sbeautifulandshelookslike

shecanbareyouchildren”Nonhleclearedherthroat

“canyoucookSne”IlookedatvuyaniGodknowsI

hadjustlearnttonotburnoroverseasonmyeggs

Vuyani:“shecancookmomshe’sreallygoodatit”I

lookedathim withmymouthopeninshockbithe

pinchedmeIquicklyrecoveredandsmiled

Me:“yesmahIcancook”

Ntombi:“I’m nottalkingaboutwhateveryoueatin

ChinaImeanphuthuanddumplingsandisuwith

amathumbu”Inoddedwithatightsmiletheonly

thingIhadeverheardoffwasdumplingstherest



wasforeignlanguage

Vuyani:“shemakesthebestdumplingsmom and

herphuthuisalwayssoftjustlikeyours”Ntombi

smiled

Ntombi:“good”Nonhle stood up and walked

upstairsNtombisighedandlookedatvuyani

Vuyani:“it’slatemomI’llseeyouinthemorning”

Ntombi:“whereareyousleeping”

Vuyani:“herhouse,shedoesn’twanttobehere

whileNonhleishereshewasrudetoher”

Ntombi:“oh”hekissedhercheeks

Vuyani:“goodnight”weleftassoonaswegotinthe

carwebothbreathedoutthesametimewelooked

ateachandlaughed

.
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Wewerebackathomethehousewastoohugewith

justustwoit’sbeenthreedaysbayandahasbeen

tryinghecamehomeearlyandcalledoftenalittle

toooftensotodaywewerestartingcouplestherapy

withDrPetersonsoIwasreadyandwaitingforhim

topickmeuphewantedustoridetogethertoshow

a“Unitedfront”whateverthatmeanshegotin

rushing

Baya:“I’mlateI’msorryIgotstuckintrafficI’msorry

baby”Ichuckled standing up from the sofa I

wrappedmyarmsaroundhiswaistthenstoodon

mytoesIgavehimashortdeepkisswhenIpulled

backhewassmiling

Me:“youknockoffat16:30ittakesyou10minutes

todrivefromthevillagetohereandnowit’s16:50I



thinkyouwouldneedmorethan10minutestomeet

upwithyourhoebayanda”

Baya:“Idon’thaveanyhoesfez”

Me:“soyousaymyhusband”

Baya:“can we go please before you startan

argument”

Me:“Iwasn’tstartinganargument”Iletgoofhimhe

heldmyhand

Baya:“let’sgo”wewentouthelockedsettingthe

alarmwegotinhiscarhedroveoff

Me:“don’tyouthinkitstimeyouchangedyourcar”

hechuckled

Baya:“what’swrongwithmyvrrrphaaa”

Me:“justcuriousyou’vehaditforyears”

Baya:“onedayMansonwilldriveit”Igiggled



Me:“nosonofminewilldriveahoemagnet”

Baya:“hoemagnethaha”

Me:“yep”heshookhisheadsmiling

Baya:“maybeit’stimeIchangeitI’llcallafew

garagesandseehowmuchtheywouldbuyitfor”

Me:“good”wegottotheofficesheopenedmydoor

Igotoffwewentinwewaitedforafewminutes

beforewewerecalledinwegotinsatonthecouch

whilehesatonthechairinfrontofuswithaniPad

onhisthighs

Him:“gooddayMrandMrsJames”wegreetedback

“let’seaseintotothis,whatbringsyouheretoday?”I

lookedatbayandahesuggesteditsohemustspeak

Baya:“Icheated”

Doc:“whydidyoulookathim whenIaskedthe

question?”



Me:“hesuggestedwecomehere”

Doc:“didyouwanttocome?”

Me:“Iseenopointinit”henodded

Doc:“whydoyoufeelthatway”

Me:“hecheateditwasn’tthefirsttimeandI’m

certainitnotthelast”

Doc:“I’msensinglackoffaithandtrustissues”

Baya:“Insecurities”

Me:“I’minsecurebayanda?”Ilookedathimturning

mybodyfully“ifI’minsecurebayandawhosefaultis

it?DidImakemyselflikethis?”

Baya:“that’snotwhatI’m sayingfezyoualways

twistmywordsI’veplayedapartinitbutyou’ve

alwaysbeenlikethisfromthetimewemet”

Me:“that’snottrue”



Baya:“itis”

Doc:“youfeelasifshe’salwayshadtrustissuesin

yourrelationship”

Baya:“yesshewouldconstantlycheckmyphone

askingwhoI’mwithifI’mnotwithherwantingmeto

sleepatherplaceinsteadofmyplaceallthetime”I

lookedathimindisbelieffeelinghurt

Me:“mewantingtospendtimewithyouwasme

beinginsecure?”

Baya:“itallstartedwhenyoucheatedonmeI

couldn’tevenspendanhourwithouthavingtocall

you”

Doc:“somuchtopicsinonedaylet’sfocusonone

thing,youbothcheatedoneachother”wenodded

Me:“Ididonce”

Doc:“wenotcounting”



Baya:“Iwascommittedtoherfromthewordgoand

shesleptwithherex”

Me:“whoyouputinhospital”

Baya:“lihlehasabrokennoseshehadtogetsurgery,

Wendyspenttimeinhospitalaswellyoubrokeher

ribs”

Me:“soyoustilltalkingtothathoeofyours”

Baya:“ofcoursenot”

Me:“howyouknowshehasabrokennose”

Baya:”hadtogogetmycaratherflatthefollowing

day”

Doc:“thisisalottotakeinononeday.Fezekalet’s

startwithyou,bayandasaysyouwerethefirstone

tocheat”

Me:“Iwasthefirstonetogetcaught”

Baya:“IonlysleptwithWendybecauseyouwere



actingshady”

Me:“exactlynotbecauseyoufoundoutIcheated”

Baya:“okayI’msorry”

Me:“I’moverit”

Doc:“Idon’tthinkyouare”

Me:“I’moverit”

Baya:“youkeepbringingitup”

Me:“IneverbroughtupyourcheatingwithWendyI

wasactuallyoveritbayandawecheatedoneach

otherandwepromisedeachotherthatwewon’thurt

oneanotherlikethatagain”

Doc:“buthebrokethatpromise”

Baya:“andI’msorry”

Doc:“whydidyoubrakethepromise”

Baya:“IwashurtingwelostoursonIjustneeded



someonewhowillnotremindmeofwhatwas

happeningathomethingswenttoofar”

Me:“IwasgrievingforoursonBayaIwasalso

hurtingbutIdidnotturntoalcoholorfucksomeone

elseontopofthatgriefIhadtodealwithyour

beatingwithyourcheatingIhadtodealwithourson

anddaughteraskingwhyisn’tdaddyhomebayandaI

hadtodealwithallofthatbutnotoncedidIseek

confirm inanotherman’sarmshadIdonethatI

wouldn’thaveendedupinhospitalordead”atthis

pointIwasintears

Baya:“fez”

Me:“thisisnotgoingtoworkformeI’msorrybutI

can’tdothisthere’snopoint”Istoodupandwalked

out

.

#zama



*

*

IwokeupinthemorningitwasFridayIhadtoknock

offandgohomebecauseSiyawassendinglobola

thefollowingdayitwasgoingtobelobolainthe

morning,amatshaliduringthedayandengagement

partyatnightandumbondoonSunday,itwasgoing

tobeaveryhecticweekend.Iwenttobathgotready

forworkthenwentdownstairsIfoundLisahaving

breakfastwithBrianwhohasbeenalittledistance

thispastweekhisexpendinghissurgerymakingita

minihospitalsohewasalwaysbusybutIwasn’t

complainingwetuckedinourbabieseverynightwe

hadbreakfasttogethereverymorningeventhough

hewouldleavebeforeIwasfinished.

Me:“morningfam”Ikissedhischeek

Brian:“morningbaby”



Lisa:“morningaunty”IsatnexttoBrianandmade

myselfcereal

Brian:“isthereawayforyoutocomeearlytoday”

Me:“I’lltrybabyIwantto”heheldmychin

Brian:“washopingwewouldridetogether”

Me:“youwanttodropusoff”henodded“younot

busytoday?”Heshookhishead“okay”hegavemea

softpeckbutIgentlybithislipwesharedadeep

kissthenweallfinishedupeatingandleftwe

droppedLisaofffirstthenBriantookmetowork.I

gottoworkchangedthenwenttoThabo’sconsult

room,t’sbeentwoweekssinceIstartedworkThabo

andIhadgottencloserImeanIspentallthetime

withhimsoitwasboundtohappen

Me:“hellohello”hesmiled

Thabo:“MrsJames,youearlythismorning”



Me:“myhusbanddroppedmeoffandI’mhopingto

leaveearly”

Thabo:“let’sgettoworkthen,thisisMrnzimande

hejusthadhiscementremoveditwasonbothofhis

legsorthosenthimourway”Isatnexttohimwegot

ontowork.Whenitwaslunchtimewewalkedto

sparboughtsomefoodthenwenttoeatinhisroom

wewerejusttalkingaboutworkhekeptstaringat

meandsmiling

Me:“stopstaringatme”

Thabo:“whydidyougetmarriedatyourage?”I

chuckled

Me:“IfellmadlyinloveandI’vebeenfallingdeeper

everydayforfiveyearsnow”

Thabo:“nice,nochildren”

Me:“twomostadorablebabiesintheworldMarcel

histhreeandAmeliaisturningthreeinNovember”



helaughed

Thabo:“dangyoulovesexyoucouldn’tevenwait”

Me:“IhaveaveryhothusbandThaboandhis

fuckingsexysexwithhim isjustsoamazingmy

toescurlmybackarchandIlosemymindhisan

amazinglay”

Thabo:“youjustgotmealittlehard”welaughed“let

meseepictures”Itookoutmyphoneandshowed

him “Ithoughthewouldbeoldjudgingfrom your

lifestyle”

Me:“hisold”

Thabo:“hedoesn’tlookthatold”

Me:“Iknow”hewipedsomethingoffthecornerof

mylipwithhisthumbthensuckeditIraisedmy

eyebrow

Thabo:“canIkissyou?”



Me:“the lastguywho kissed me besidesmy

husbandwasburiedthreeweeksbackbecauseofit”

helaugheduntilhenoticedIwasserious

Thabo:“youlie”

Me:“IpromiseyoumyhusbandwillkillyouThabo

don’ttrysomethingIdon’twantyourbloodinmy

hands”heclearedhisthroat

Thabo:“pointtakenMrsJames.Istillwanttokiss

youthoughyouhaveverykissablelips”Ibitmy

bottomlip

Me:“Iknowright”heshookhisheadchuckling

Thabo:“stopflirtingzamayouknowyourhusband

willkillmeifImakemymoveonyousojuststop”I

smiled

Me:“argbutitsomuchfun”Ipoutedhesmashed

hislipsonmineIgaspedhesuckedonmybottom

lipIpushedhim off“dudenotcool”Istooduphe



pulledmebackdownIfellonhim heputhishand

behindmyneckandkissedmedeeperIpushedhim

backandslappedhimhesmiledandliftedmeupput

medownonthebedpinningmyarmsabovemy

hand

Thabo:“zama”

Me:“Thabo”Iwasbreathingheavily

Thabo:“onenightletmecherishyourbody”

Me:“myhusbanddoesthatwell”heletgooffme

Thabo:“ait!”Iwasabouttogetupwhenhepushed

medownagainheliftedupmyscrubtop

Me:“Thabono!!”Ishovedhimoff

Thabo:“youwantmezamayouwantmeasmuchas

Iwantyouyou’vewantedmefromthefirstdaywe

met”

Me:“yousick”Igotoffthebedpulleddownmytop



“I’mdonefortheday”

Thabo:“youknockoffat18:00”

Me:“fireme”IgotoutcalledBrianonmywaytothe

changingroomhepickedupimmediately

Brian:“baby”

Me:“I’mdoneforthedaycomepickmeuplove”

Brian:“okaygiveme10minutes”

Me:“okay”

Brian:“loveyou”

Me:“Iloveyou”IhungupIputmyphonedownand

openedmylockerItookoutmybagIwasn’teven

goingtochangewhenIturnedThabowasstanding

there

Thabo:“I’msorry”

Me:“it’scooljuststayawayfromme”



Thabo:“willdo”hesmiled“yougotfireinyouzama

itfuckingturnsmeonI’msorry”

Me:“stayawayfrommeThabopleaseforbothour

sakes”

Thabo:“ofcoursewedon’twantMrJamescoming

afterme”Inodded

Me:“I’llseeyouMonday”

Thabo:“Monday”IleftIwaitedforBrianinthe

parkinglotwhilechattingtoMbaliwhowasso

excitedwhenBrianparkednexttomeIgotinthecar

wekissedshortly

Brian:“yousmelllikeaman”

Me:“IworkwithpeopleBrian”hedroveoff

Brian:“ofcourse”

Me:“areyoudonefortheday”henoddedIsighed

lookingoutthewindow“IthinkIpreferstayingat



home”

Brian:“whathappenedzamagcinaanddon’teven

thinkaboutlyingtomebecauseIwillfindoutand

bloodwillbeshed”

Me:“nothinghappenedBrianIjustdon’tenjoywork”

Brian:“you’vebeenhappyandglowingallofa

suddenyoudon’tenjoyworkIamnotakidzamabut

okaystayathomeyounotgoingbackthere”

Me:“okay”hechuckledsarcasticallyshakinghis

headhestoppedthecarandturnedtofaceme

Brian:“zamagcinadonotfuckwithme”

Me:“don’ttrytoscaremeoffBrianIdon’tenjoy

worksowhatifyoudon’twantmetostayathome

justtellme”

Brian:“I’llfindoutzama”

Me:“there’snothingtofindyouneedtotrustmethis



insecuresituationyougotgoingonBrianistoo

muchnow Imessedupwithsabelocanwejust

moveonfromthat”

Brian:“mmh”hedroveoff“givemeyourphone”I

threwitathimheputitinhispocket

Me:“mxm”

Brian:“don’ttestmezamagcina,youlosingrespect”

Me:“sorry”myphoneranginhispocketwelooked

ateachotherIswallowedhard

PART48UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#zama

*

*

Me:“daddynopleasewakeupplease”Iwasshaking



himmyhandscoveredinbloodIheardmomscream

assherantowardsus

Mom:“Mngunidon’tleaveme”shewasintears

screamingwhilebeggingGodtonottakedadIfelt

handscirclearoundmeBrianliftedmeupcarrying

meIgotoffhisarmsandpushedhimoffme

Me:“thisisyourfault”

Brian:“zama”

Me:“allofyouit’syourfault”Ipointedtohimandhis

friendsalongwithSiyawhowascryingwithhis

handsonhishead

Brian:“zamaplease”hegotclosertomebutI

slappedhimmyhandfelthot

Me:“Ihateyou”hemovedbackhiseyesfilledwith

tearsimmediatelyIraninthehouselookingformy

kidsIfoundthemsleepinginmyroomIlockedthe

doorgotinbedheldAmeliaclosetomeIcouldn’t



stopthetearsIjustcriedsilently

.

IwokeupinbedaloneBrianwassittingonthesofa

Brian:“zama”Ishookmyheadasfreshtearsswam

out

Me:“pleasedon’tspeaktomeIdon’twanttohear

yourvoice”Igotoffthebeditwasalreadythe

followingday

Brian:“zamapleasedon’tshutmeoutletmehelp

yougrieve”

Me:“helpme?Helpme!!!Youfuckinggotmeinthis

situation”

Brian:“youdon’tknowthat,Idon’thaveenemies”

Me:“myfatherdiedmonwabisihediedinhisown

yardbecauseofhissons”hewalkedtome“stop!!!”

Hefroze



Brian:“zamayoucan’thatemebabyyoucan’t”I

shookmyheadwhilewipingmytearsthatwouldn’t

stopcomingout“zamawithoutyouI’mashellIgot

nothingI’mempty”

Me:“beempty”hedroppedtohisknees

Brian:“youmightaswelltakeagunandkillme”I

lookedathim hewascrying“killmezama”hehad

hisgunonhishandgivingittome“doitzama”I

turnedandwalkedoutIwenttothekitchenIfound

myauntNonkufrommymom’ssideshewasabout

siya’sagewehardlyeversawsinceshemovedto

Pretoriaaftervarsityshewastheonlylivingperson

inmom’sfamilyweallgrewuptogethershewaslike

mysisterinsteadofauntshestayedwithwhen

mom’sparentsdiedIwas10

Nonku:“magcina”shewalkedtomeweheldeach

otherandcriedtogetherwecriedforagoodfive



minutesbeforeanothersetofhandscamearound

usImovedbackitwasSiyahehadredpuffyeyes

hisfacewasswollenIslappedhimhardheheldhis

cheekIthrew theslapontheothercheekmom

screamedstandingbythedoor

Mom:“zamagcinaplease”

Siya:“zamaI’malsohurtinghewasmyfathertoo”

Me:“shouldItellmom”

Brian:“zamastopdoingthis”hewalkedtome

Me:“IwantmydadBrian”

Brian:“Iknowbaby”hetriedholdingmebutImoved

backhegrabbedmyarmsfoldedthempressedme

onhischesthisarmsaroundmeIjustsobbedloudly

inhisarms“it’sokaybabyIgotyou”Ishookmy

head

Me:“ithurtsBrianitphysicallyhurtmyheartissore”



Brian:“Iknowbaby”hekissedmyhead“letmetake

youhome”

Siya:“no!”IfeltBrianmove

Brian:“youwannagohomebaby”Inodded

Siya:“zama”Imovedfrom Brian’shekissedmy

headbeforelettinggo

Me:“wewillbacklaterweneedclothesandstaff”

Mom:“I’llneedyoutodosomegrocerymainly

breakfastthingsandmeat”

Brian:“wewillbuywhateveryouneed”Inodded

Siya:“zamacanwetalkplease”

Me:“I’dratherwedidn’t”

Nonku:“bhutiisnoteveninhisgravezamadonot

dothisgospeaktohim”IwalkedoutSiyafollowed

mewewenttohisroomMbaliwasmakingthebed



Mbali:“boo”weheldeachother“yougoingtobe

fine”

Me:“yes”

Siya:“excuseusbaby”

Mbali:“okay.Iloveyouboo”

Me:“loveyou”shesteppedout

Siya:“IknowyouhatemeIknowyoublameusbut

believemezamagcinathisisnotuswewouldn’t

bringanythingtoourfamilyandwedon’thave

enemieswedonotIdon’tknowwhathappenedbut

wewillfindoutvuyaniandtheothersarealready

lookingwewillfindwhoeverdidthistodadI’ll

personallymakesuretheypay”Ishookmyhead

Me:“youandBrianbroughtthisSiya”

Siya:“GodIforgothowstubbornyoucanbe”

Me:“untilIgetproofsayingotherwiseyouandBrian



aretoblame”

Siya:“youforgaveBrianthough”

Me:“believemeIdidn’t”

Siya:“pleasedon’ttellmomthiswillbreakherzama

she’stryingsohardtobestrong”Inoddedand

steppedoutIwenttomyroomfoundBriansittingon

thebed

Me:“wherearemykids”

Brian:“Isentthem hometheysafethereandmy

parentsarrivedinthemorning,zamaIthinkyou

shouldbeathomeyousafethere”

Me:“BrianIca..”

Brian:“zamaIdiedathousanddeathsyesterdayI

keptprayingevenifIgetshootthebulletdoesn’t

comeoutandgettoyou.Yoursafetyismynumber

onepriorityzamapleasetheresecurityathomeand



there’ssecuritysystem”

Me:“yousaidthiswasn’tbecauseofyou”

Brian:“it’snotbutIdon’twanttotaketherisk”

Me:“Brianmyfamilyneedsmemymomneedsme

here”

Brian:“I’mgettingsomeguystocomeherethen”

Me:“Briantha..”

Brian:“Iwasn’taskingforpermissionzamaiteither

youstayathomeorI’m gettingsomeguystobe

aroundhere”Inodded

Me:“canwegonowIneedtoseemykidsbefore

anything”henoddedandheldmyhandIyankedit

offhim

Brian:“zama”hewhispered

Me:“noJamesyoustillinmyshitlist,nowtakeme

tomykids”hesighedandwalkedtothedoorhe



openeditIgotoutwewenttotheloungemomwas

havingteawithNonku

Mom:“youlivingnow”

Me:“yesIwanttobebacksoon”

Mom:“okayyourauntswillbeherewhenyougether

Ithink”Inodded

Me:“letmego”

Mom:“drivecarefully”InoddedwewentoutIsaw

constructiontruckandpeopleworkingaroundI

lookedatBrian

Brian:“yourmomsaidweshouldn’tcancelbecause

itgoingtobedoneinthreedaysandspacewillbe

neededontheweekendyouandMbaliwillneedto

pickoutfurniture”

Me:“okay”wegotinthecaranddroveoffinsilenceI

keptthinkingaboutmyfathergoingbacktoourlast



conversationhewasreallyangryovermeleaving

workItriedtomakehimunderstandbuthesaidhe

didn’traisemetodependonamantherewasno

wayIwasgoingtoleaveworknowItookmyphone

andcalledourmanagershepickedupimmediately

Me:“it’szamaJames”

Her:“ohyeswaswonderingwhereyouare”

Me:“I’mathomemyfathergotshotlastnightand

hepassedon”therewassilencethenshecleared

herthroat

Her:“sorryforyourloss”

Me:“washopingIcouldtakethisweekoffI’llreport

backtoworkonMonday”

Her:“ofcourseIunderstandI’llseeyouMonday”

Me:“thankyou”Idroppedthecall

Brian:“younotgoingbackthere”



Me:“goodthingyouheardtheconversationIhad

withdadthere’snowayI’mquittingwork”

Brian:“youwillcomeworkformetakeoverthe

physiotherapyclinic”

Me:“I’mnotqualifiedforthat”

Brian:“zamadon’tfightme”Ilookedoutthewindow

fortherestofthewayhomeuntilIfellasleep.Iwoke

upwhenBrianwasliftingmeofftheseat

Me:“I’llwalk”hekeptwalkingthedooropenedwhen

wewereabouttoopenithismomsteppedout

Sethu:“ohmychild”Brianputmedownshegaveme

averytighthug“wegotontheflightassoonas

Briancalledzama,howisyourmom?”Weletgoof

eachother

Me:“she’stryingtobestrong”shesaidsomethingin

AfrikaanstoBrianherepliedinAfrikaansaswell

lookingannoyed



Sethu:“Isavedyoubreakfastgobathsoyoucan

eat”

Me:“thankyou.Wherearethekids?”

Sethu:“sleepingMarcelcaughtfever”

Me:“oh”

Sethu:“I’lltakehimtohisdoctorwhenhewakesup”

Me:“okay”shemovedwegotinIwenttoourrooms

tookaquickshowerthenpackedourbagsIknewhe

wasn’tgoingtoleavemysightafterpackingIwalked

outtheclosetIfoundhimspeakingtothephone

Brian:“boystaythefuckawayfrom mywifeand

know thatI’m comingafteryouI’m givingyoua

weektostartrunning…….eivoestekdon’tlietome

anddon’tcallher……she’snotyourstocomfort”he

droppedthecallandturnedIwasstandingbehind

him hethrewmethephoneitwasmyphone“your

boyfriendcalled”



Me:“hisnotmyMyboyfriend”IwalkedIwenttothe

checkmybabiestheywereasleepweateandleft

startedatpicknpayhepushedthetrolleywhileI

loadeditweranintoselunathishebasicallythrew

herselfatmyhusbandIgrabbedherarmpulledher

offhim

Me:“youdon’tknowmesopleasedon’ttestmenot

rightnowbecauseIwillfuckyouup”

Selunathi:“stopbeingratchet”shelookedatBrian

“heybaby”Brianclearedhisthroat

Brian:“Selunathi”

Me:“areyouherbabyBrian?”

Brian:“ofcoursenot”

Me:“thenthefuckyougoingtoreply”

Selunathi:“ImissedyouBrian,Iheardyoulostyour

fatherinlaw”Igrabbedherweavewrappeditaround



myhandthenyankeditdownshescreamedpeople

aroundlookedatus

Me:“Selunathidon’tfuckwithmedon’tspeaktomy

husbandlikethatactuallydon’tevenlookhisway”

Selunathi:“youhurtingme”Iyankedithardershe

yelped“I’msorryI’msorry”Iletgooffhersheranoff

Brian:“zama”

Me:“nyenyunyathinyenyunyathinyenyunyathinxa

fuckingbullshitman”Iwalkedoff

Brian:“zama”

Me:“fortheloveofGodshutupmonwabisijustshut

up”hebroughthiseyebrowstogether

Brian:“respectmezamagcina”Ilookedathim

beforeloading4boxesofpattiesandfishfingersin

thetrolley

Me:“canwego”wemovedtoanothersectionmy



phonerangaswewerebusy“mom”

Mom:“pleasegopastthebakeryandordermuffins

fortomorrowiftheycangetyousome”

Me:“okay,willthatbeall?”Shesighed

Mom:“canyoubringmeSbusisoback?”Tearsmade

theirwaydownmycheeks

Me:“mom”

Mom:“magcina”

Me:“I’m coming”IhungupBriansnakedhisarms

aroundmybodyheheldtightlywhilekissingmy

headrepeatedly

Brian:“Iloveyousomuchandyousostrong

ma’Mnguniwam”

Me:“IwantmydadBrian”

Brian:“Iknowbaby.Letfinishupsowecanleave”I

noddedheheldmychinwithonehandandkissed



measmuchasIwantedtopullbackIneededthe

comfortsoIkissedhim backhardthenwecarried

onshopping.

Whenwegothometherewasacarparkedoutside

thegatewithpeopleinit

Me:“whoisthat?”

Brian:“few oftheguysguiding”hedroveinand

parkedoutsidetherewerealsofew guyspacing

aroundtheyardeventshepowastherewhenour

eyesmetheshowedmepittybutquicklylooked

awayIhadn’tseenhimsincethedayBrianslapped

meforspeakingtohim afterthatIhadanewguy

followingmearoundIdidn’tevenknowhisnamehe

wasnotsupposedtotalktome.Wegotinand

greetedtherewereafewneighborshavingteaand

sandwicheswhilespeakingtomomandmyaunt,we

putthegroceryinthekitchenBrianwalkedoutwhile



NonkuMbaliandIunpackedit

Mbali:“theywon’tstopcoming”

Me:“itonlythestart,whenwillyougotoDurbanto

getyourclothes?”

Mbali:“latermaybeatnightIneedtogotowork

tomorrow”

Me:“younotgoingtotakesometimeoff”

Mbali:“IwillbutIhavetospeaktomyboss

tomorrow”

Nonku:“can’tyoucall”sheshookherheadIwalked

outgoingtocheckonthetwinsIfoundthemintheir

roomsthewasasleepmbisowaslayingonhisbed

staringattheopenspace

Me:“mbiso”helookedatmeandstartedcryingI

walkedtohisbedandhuggedhim

Mbiso:“hisgonezamagcinahisgoneheleftus



alone”hecriedlouderwakingupsthewhojustcried

andthrewherselfatus

Sthe:“Iwantdadmagcina”

Me:“sshit’sokayI’mhereandmomishereaswell

asSiyayounotaloneanddadonlywenttoheaven

sohecanlookafterusproperlyhewillalwaysbein

ourheartshisnotcompletelygone”

Mbiso:“heisgonemagcinahisnotcomingback,

whatare we going to do mom doesn’twork

anymore”

Me:“mbisothat’sthelastthingyoushouldbe

thinking aboutyou havemeand Siyaso stop

thinkingaboutthatwewilltakecareofyouand

mom”

Sthe:“arewestillgoingtogotoscottburghhigh”

Me:“ofcoursepleasedon’tworryaboutthose

things”theynoddedwepulledapart“nothingis



goingtochangeandyoucanstilltalktodadhecan

hearyouandwhenyoucryyouhurthim”they

nodded“whatdoyouwantmetodoforyou?”They

lookedateachotherandshooktheirheads“okay

tomorrowyougoingtoschool”

Them:“okay”

Me:“ironyouruniform”

Sthe:“okay”IkissedtheirheadsthenwalkedoutI

wenttomyroomIfoundBriansleepingIsatonthe

bedandburiedmyfaceinmyhandsIdidn’twantto

cryanymorebutmytearswouldn’tstopcryingBrian

pulledmetolayonthebed

Brian:“tellmehow youfeelbabyI’m righthere

pleasedon’tshutmeout”hecuppedmyface“can’t

youseemebaby?Can’tyoufeelme?”

Me:“kissme”

Brian:“babe?”Ipressedmylipsonhis



Me:“pleasemakelovetome”

Brian:“areyousure?”

Me:“yes”Ibreathedouthekissedmehardthengot

offmewenttolockthedoorhecamebacktothe

bedtakinghist-shirtoffIwatchedhisbodymove.

.

DayswentbythehousewasdoneMbaliandIgot

thefurnituresowemovedinthereitwasjustthree

ensuitedbedroomstheydecidedtoaddonefor

mbisoandalounge.Mydad’sfamilywashere

takingovereverythingdrivingmymothercrazywho

wassittingonthemattressinherroomNonkuMom

andIplannedeverythingBrianandSiyapaidfor

everything.ItwasSaturdaythedayofthefuneralthe

JamesfamilyallcameoutevenMarcusandhis

family.Theystilldidn’tknowwhoshotdaditwas

hard because mthwalume didn’t have street



camerasunlikeDurbanwhichishow Brianfound

pictureofmeandthabovuyaniwasabletohackthe

system and getthem.The service wentwell

everyonewhospoke,spokehighlyofmyfathereven

agroupoffriendsIdidn’tknowdadhadtheyallwent

tohighschoolandvarsitytogethersomeofhis

learnersandstaff.Itwasmyturntospeakonbehalf

onhischildrenNonkustartedasongeveryone

joinedinasIwenttothefrontwhenthesong

finishedIgreeted

Me:“I’m zamagcinaJameswellmakhanya,Idon’t

havelotofwordsjustwanttosaydadwasthe

strongestmostlovingandcaringmanintheworld.

Heputhisfamilyfirstmadesurewegotallthatwe

neededandwantedwegotthebestoutofthisworld.

Hetaughtusvaluesandmorals,howtoloveand

careforothers.I’vedisappointedhimafewtimes”I

wipedmytearsasmyvoicebroke“likeanyother



childdoestoherparentsI…I…”Brianstoodupand

walked to me fasthe brushed my back and

whisperedifIwantedtocontinueornotInodded

“butIalsomadehimproudjustlikemysiblingsdid

wemademeproudandhetoldusatanygiven

chancejusthowproudhewasofus.Iwishyoulived

toseethetwinsgetmarriedonedaytoseeus

achieve allthatyou dreamtforus.Makhanya

Mnguni,Yeyeye,Gumede,Qwabe,Phakathwayo,

Khuzwayo, Maphithini, Mpangazitha, Duze

kaMnengwa Gcwabaza,Thusi,Lingela,Zukezela,

Makhutha, Mfene wena owakhanyisa ngothi

lomshanelongobaezondaubumnyama,

Wakhanyisa ngothi lomshanelo kwaze kwasa

luvuthaMAKHANYA!Weloveyoudaddy”bythis

timeSiyaandBrianweholdingmeIwaswailing

BriantookmebacktoourseatwhileSiyacontinued

talking



Brian:“youdidsogoodmyloveyouweresobrave”

hecuppedmyfaceandkissedme“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iloveyou”hewipedmytearsthenkissedmy

eyes.Aftertheservicewewenttowherethegrave

wasgoingtobeinthebackyardmombrokedownas

thecasketwentdownhercriespenetratedthrough

myheartshejustwentonherkneesandsobbed

loudlySiyawasholdingherhewasalsointearsthe

twinswereholdingeachothercryingSthe’sface

wasallredevenhereyeswereswollenhalfclosed

asifsomeonehadbeenhittingher“Brian”

Brian:“I’m heremylove”Iheldhisarm thatwas

aroundmynecktheotheronewasaroundmywaist

“tellmewhatyouneed”

Me:“justpromisemeyouwillletmediefirst”he

brushedhislipsonmine

.



#Sne

*
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Itwasafewdaysafterthefuneralatzama’shome

seeingherlosingherdadjustmadememore

determinedtomakethingsrightwithmyparents.So

weweregoinghomevuyanigothiscousintocome

staywithsfundoandmakesurehegoestoschool.

Soweflewhomegottheretookacabhomewegot

tothegatesecuritycametothecab

Him:“ohmissChangcomein”hewentbackand

openedthegate

Vuyani:“whyamIfreakingout”

Me:“youwillbefine,dadisokaywithyou”

Vuyani:“yourmotherisn’t”Isighedaswegotoutthe

cab“Ishouldhavehiredacar”



Me:“Ihaveacarhere”hepulledoursuitcaseswhile

IcarriedmyhandbagIopenedthedoorwegotin

“welldadisatworkmom shouldbehome”wegot

throughthefoyernoonecameout“mom!!!”

Vuyani:“sshsne”Ichuckledthemaidcameout

Her:“missChangyouhome”

Me:“yes.Ismymotherhome”

Her:“shewentshoppingwithChristina”

Me:“okaywe’llbeinmyroom.Doyouneedanything

babe?”

Vuyani:“no”

Me:“pleasetellmydadI’mhomewhenhegetshere”

Her:“ofcourse,shouldIcallJohntotakeyour

luggagetotheeastwing”Johnwasourbutler

Me:“nothankyou”shenoddedandwalkedaway

“comebaby”wewentupvuyanithrewhimselfonthe



bedwhenwegotinmyroom

Vuyani:“fuckthosestairsfeellikeIjustdidamajor

workout”IlaughedsettlingNexttohim

Me:“shouldwebathorshowerbeforenapping”

Vuyani:“bath”

Me:“I’llfillthebathtub”

Vuyani:“youdon’thaveamaidforthat”

Me:“hahahayousofunny”Ithrewapillowathimhe

hitmebackweendeduphavingahugepillowfight

thatendedwithmylegsonhisneckandhimburied

deepinmesweatingabovemewewerestillbusy

whenthedooropenedthenIheardmymother’s

squeakyvoiceasshescreamedvuyanijumpedoff

meandfelloverthebed

Me:“mom!!”IpulledthesheetovermybodyIdon’t

knowwhyshedidn’twalkout



Mom:“myhousealexai!!”

Me:“myroommother!Nowexcuseusplease”

Mom:“argh!!!!!”Shewentoutbangingthedoor

Vuyani:“I’mbookingahotel”hegotoffthefloorhe

hadhisdickcoveredwithapillowcaseIlaughed

throwingmyheadback

Me:“don’tbedramaticvuyani”

Vuyani:“yourmotherjustcaughtusdoingitSneit’s

notalaughingmatter”

Me:“I’llfillupthetubdadwillbehomesoon”Igot

offthebedwalkedtohim“Iwanttocarryon”Ipulled

awaythepillowcase

Vuyani:“yououtofyourmind”hewalkedawayI

laughedgoingtothebathroom Ifilledupthetub

thencalledhimhecamein“fuckIneedtobuyyoua

house”



Me:“meaning?”

Vuyani:“youneedtohavesomethingsimilartothis

evenifitnotthisbigbecauseIcouldneverafforda

housethishuge”Iwalkedtohimwrappedmyarms

aroundhisneck

Me:“don’tdothatdon’tcompareyouwilldrive

yourselfcrazymyfatherisinpropertyhisboundto

haveahousethisbig”Ikissedhim

Vuyani:“Iwouldn’trespectamanwhowouldn’tbe

abletogivemydaughterwhatIgiveher”

Me:“youdogiveittomevuyani.Canwebath

please?”Igotinhegotinaswellwetookabathgot

outlotionedandgotdressedIputonablackmaxi

dresstiedmybraidsintoabunworemyflipflopshe

putonjeansandt-shirtwewentdownstairswemet

Christianonthelastflightofstairsaswewasgoing

upstilldressedinhisworksuit



Chris:“littlesisteryouhomeandyoubroughtthe

trash”vuyaniheldmyhandtightly

Me:“Christiandonotstartshitwithmevuyaniismy

guesthisveryimportanttome”

Chris:“doyouthinkIgiveashit.Youleftyourfamily

youchoosethisasswholeoveryourfamilythisgood

fornothingpieceofthrashheain’tworththoseflip

flopyouwearinghi..”hedidn’tfinishIpushedhim

andheslappedmevuyanithrewapunchathimhe

stumbledbackandfellvuyanigotontopofhim

startedbeatingthelivingshitoutofhim Iwas

screamingtryingtogethimoffuntilsecurityrushed

inpulledvuyanioffChristianmom andChristina

werecrying

Vuyani:“Iwillkillyouwithmybarehandsyoupiece

ofshittouchheragainandyouwillmeetyour

ancestorsIpromiseyou”



PART49UNCONDITIONALLOVE
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Mom:“areyououtofyourmind?!!”Christianstood

upwiththehelpofsecuritymomrushedtohim“oh

mybaby”

Chris:“I’mokaymom”hewipedthebloodofhislip

hisfacewasalreadyturningred

Christina:“love?”

Chris:“I’mokayreally”

Christina:“let’sgosoIcancleanyouup”shetook

hishandsandtheywentupstairs

Mom:“Iwantyououtofmyhouse”



Me:“hestarteditmomChristianwasbeingrudeand

insultingvuyanibuthedidn’tsayanythingthenhe

slappedmevuyanilostitandhithim”

Mom:“Idon’tcareIwanthimoutofmyhousenow

Alexia”

Me:“it’smyfather’shouse”

Mom:“hismyhusband”

Me:“hismyfather!!”Vuyaniheldmyhand

Vuyani:“I’lllookforahotel”

Me:“finelet’sgo”

Mom:“younotgoinganywhere”

Me:“I’mleavingwithhim”

Mom:“whenwillyoustopchoosingthisboyover

yourownfamily”

Me:“heismyfamily”Itookhishandsstartedgoing



uptomyroomIwassoangryIdidn’tevenfeelthe

stairs“whatthehellvuyani!!!”Iscreamedassoonas

heclosedthedoor

Vuyani:“babe?”

Me:“whatdidyoubeatupmybrotherfor?Areyou

insane?”

Vuyani:“hehityouSneI’dneverletanyonelaytheir

handsonyou”

Me:“hismybrotherforGodsakesweheretomake

thingsrightandgetmyparentsblessingsyoucan’t

belosingyourcoollikethat”

Vuyani:“I’dhithim againifhedidthat”Ihuffedin

frustration

Me:“IgetthatyouoverprotectivebabeIgetthatbut

youdon’tneedtoprotectmeagainstmyfamily”

Vuyani:“there’s no pointin talking aboutthis



becauseIdon’tregretwhatIdid”

Me:“Godvuyani!!!!”Hesmashedhislipsonminewe

kissedroughlyuntilmyangerfadedwestarted

kissing slowlyhepulled backand pressed his

foreheadonmine

Vuyani:”okayIgetitI’msorrycanyoufixourbags

whileIlookforahotel”

Me:“okay”hegavemeasoftpeckwedidourthings

thenwalkeddownstairsIwenttotakemycarkeysin

dad’sstudyaswegotoutthegaragedad’scarwas

stoppinginthedrivewayhegotoutandcametousI

gotoutthecar

Dad:“AlexiaImissedyousobad”wegavemeahug

squeezingme

Me:“Imissedyoudaddy”wepulledaparthegave

measoftpeck

Dad:“whereyougoing?Itgoingtobedinnertime



soon”

Me:“thehotel”histinyeyespoppedout

Dad:“whatwhy”Itoldhimwhathappenedhehuffed

andaskedvuyanitogetoutthecarhedid“youjust

gotinmyhouseandyoualreadyhittingmyson”

Me:“dadIjusttoldyouwhathappened”

Dad:“shutupAlexia”

Vuyani:“sorryMrChangbutyoursonwaswrongand

givenanychanceIwoulddoitagainifhehitSne”I

feltlikeslappingvuyani

Dad:“getin”hewavedoverJohnhecamerunning

“takethesebagstoAlexia’sroom”

Me:“dad”

Dad:“don’tquestionme”Johnopenedthebootand

tookourbags“come”wefollowedhiminmommet

usinthefoyer



Mom:“Iwanthimoutofmyhouse”

Dad:“youdogetthatifheleavesheleaveswithour

daughter,can’tyouputyourselfishnessasideand

thinkaboutAlexiayouarechasingherawayboth

youandChristianIwillnothavethatsheismy

daughtermyonlydaughter.Idon’tparticularlylike

thisboybutsheloveshimnowgivehimachance”

momwalkedawayfuriouslyherheelsclickingonthe

marblefloorhard

Me:“thankyou”dadlookedatvuyaniandshookhis

headbeforefollowingmom

Vuyani:“theyallhateme”

Me:“hateisaverybigword”

Vuyani:“andit’swhattheyfeel”

Me:“doyouwantcoffeeIneedit”heraisedhis

eyebrow



Vuyani:“I’vebeentellingyoutocutoffcaffeine”I

poutedbringingmyeyebrowstogether“whatabout

decaf”

Me:“it’sfine”

Vuyani:“whichflooristhekitchen?”

Me:“thefourth”welaughedhetookmyhand”come

on”wewenttothekitchenfoundthecheffinishing

upwiththemaidsrunningaroundIgreetedand

startedlookingforthecoffeethings

Maid:“canIhelpyoumissChang”

Me:“coffee”

Maid:“there’safreshpotIjustputon”

Vuyani:“decaf”

Maid:“I’llmakeanotherone”

Me:“thankyou.Yougonnadrinkcoffeebabe?”



Vuyani:“Idon’tdrinkcoffeeSneyouknowthat”I

heardsoftchucklesIlookedaroundandsawoneof

themaidslookingatvuyaniasifshe’sreadytoripe

hisclothesoffIstoodonmytoesandkissedhimI

felthislipscurvingintoasmilebeforeheheldmy

waistpressingourbodiestogetherthendeepened

thekisswepulledapartwhensomeoneclearedtheir

throatitwasChris

Chris:“Alexia”

Me:“yes”

Chris:“I’msorryIshouldn’thaveslappedyou”

Me:“itokayitforgotten”henoddedandwalkedout

“yougoingtoapologize?”

Vuyani:“no”hegavemeasoft“apologizingwould

meanIdidn’tmeantohitme”

Me:“oohvuyaniwhatamIgoingtodowithyou”



Vuyani:“justloveme”wekissedagainIgotmy

coffeewewentout“fuckthishouseisamazing”

Me:“wantustomovethisside”

Vuyani:“oneday”westayedtherejusttalkinguntil

wewerecalledfordinnerfoundmomChristiandad

andChristinaalreadyseatedwesatnexttoeach

otherIdishedupforthebothofus

Mom:“hedoesn’thavehandsAlexia?”

Dad:“Ilikethatshe’sdishingupforhim it’scute”

ChristinagiggledIjustsmiledwhilevuyanishifted

uncomfortablywestartedeatinginsilencevuyani

clearedhisthroat

Vuyani:“I’dliketoapologizeMrandMrsChangfor

disrespectingyourhome”IsqueezedhisthighI

knewmymanandapologizingwasn’teasyforhim

hedidn’tdoitunlesshemeantit

Dad:“thankyouvuyani”



Mom:“younotgoingtoapologizeforhittingmyson”

Vuyani:”noIwillnotbecauseIfeelhedeservedithe

shouldn’thaveslappedSneespeciallyinfrontofme.

She’smywomanandI’llfightwhoeverbringsher

harm”Isawdadsmiling

Chris:“it’sokaymomIwaswrong”

Mom:“hecouldhavehandleditbetter”

Me:“yeshecouldhaveandcertainlyshouldhavebut

what’sdoneisdonemom,canwemoveonplease?I

lovehimmomIreallydoandhemakesmesohappy

wewanttogetmarriedan..”

Mom:“snenhlanhla!!”Dadheldherhand

Me:“mom pleaseweloveeachotherandwantto

liveourlivestogetherandstartourownlittlefamily.

Losingourbabymademewantchildrenwithhim

andbeingsoinloveandhappywithhim mademe

wanttomarryhim.IlovehimandallIwantisyour



acceptanceandblessings”

Vuyani:“Iloveyoubabe,pleasedon’tcryyouhurting

me”hewipedmytearsthatIhadn’tevenfeltcoming

out

Chris:“ifyoubreakmylittlesister’sheartvuyaniIwill

hirepeopletofuckyouup,justbecauseyoustronger

thanmedoesn’tmeanyouhavearighttohurtmy

sister.Iknowpeople”vuyanichuckled

Vuyani:“Iwouldn’tevendreamofhurtingyoursister

she’smyheart”

Chris:“goodthen”heofferedvuyanihishandand

theyshookhands“welcometothefamily”

Me:“oohChristian”

Chris:“no!Don’tgoallemotionalonmeAlexia”I

stoodupandsatonhislapIwrappedmyarms

aroundhisneckcryingsoftly“IloveyoukidIshould

havesupportedyoufromthestartI’msorry”



Me:“Iloveyou”hekissedthesideofmyhead

Chris:“okaygetoffmywife’splace”Christina

giggledsoftly

Me:“itwasminefirst”theylaughed“whateverIgot

vuyani’s”

Vuyani:“yesyoudobaby”Istoodupwentbackto

mysitIkissedvuyani’scheek

Dad:“wewilltalkafterdinnerinmystudyvuyani”

vuyanisqueezedmythigh

Vuyani:“yessir”

Me:“daddy”helookedatmeandshookhishead

“justdon’tbeharshplease”

Vuyani:“it’sokaybaby”wefinisheddinneroverlight

conversationmom wasjustsilentafterdinnerwe

wenttowatchsometelevision

Dad:“vuyani”hestoodupvuyanimovedmefromhis



lap

Me:“pleasewatchyourtemper”Iwhisperedhegave

measoftapeckandstoodupfollowingdad“they

won’tposseachotheroffright”

Chris:“youhisonlydaughterwedon’tknowhowhe

isgoingtohandlethings”Istoodup

Me:“I’mgoingtomyroomgoodnight”

Christina:“goodnight,weshouldgoouttomorrow”

Me:“wewilltalkduringbreakfast”Ikissedmom’s

cheeks“IknowyouangryanddisappointedbutIlove

youmom”

Mom:“areyoupregnantAlexia?”Iclearedmythroat

Me:“wenotsurehaven’tdonethetestyet”

Chris:“hha!”Ishothim alookheouthishandsup

“I’mhappyforyou”

Me:“don’tbesarcastic”



Mom:“shouldn’tyouhavewaitedformarriageyou

alreadyhadanotherchild”

Me:“don’ttalklikethechildlivedmother”

Mom:“itwouldhaveifitwasn’tforhim!!”

Me:“momwhydoyouhatehimsomuchIjustdon’t

understand”

Mom:“youdeservebetter”

Me:“hissuccessful,caringandloving,hisgorgeous

andhelovesmemom hereallylovesmelikeI’ve

neverbeenlovedbefore”shedidn’tsayanythingshe

justdrankherwineIhuffedandwenttomyroom

tookashowergotinmypjsthensatonthebed

watchingtvIsatunderthecoversforhoursIwas

startingtodozeoffwhenthedooropenedvuyani

gotinIsatupquickly

Me:“babe”



Vuyani:“hey”helookedexhaustedhethrewhimself

onthebedIbrushedhishead

Me:“howdiditgo”

Vuyani:“well”

Me:“whatyouspokeabout”

Vuyani:“itwasbetweenus”

Me:“tellme”

Vuyani:“no”

Me:“mxm”Ilookedawayandcoveredmyselfwith

thecomforterhegotoffthebedaftersometimehe

switchedoffthelightsandthetvclosedthecurtains

thengotinbedbehindme

Vuyani:“don’tbeupset”hewrappedhisarmsaround

meandouthisthighbetweenmine

Me:“tellme”



Vuyani:“itbetweenyourfatherandI”Ididn’tsay

anythinghekissedmyneck“Iloveyousnenhlanhla”

Me:“IthinkI’mpregnantvuyani”

Vuyani:“Iknow”Iturnedtofacehimwekissed“we

willdon’tdothetestwhenwegethome”Inodded

Me:“whatdidyouanddaddytalkabout?”

Vuyani:“you,usobviously”

Me:“elaborate”hekissed mehard and deeply

gettingontopofme

Vuyani:“Iwannafuckyoubaby”

Me:“yes”Ibreathedouthetoreapartmysilkpj

shortsIgasped

.
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IwaswokenupbynoiseIgotoffthecouchwhereI

hadfallenasleepandfollowedthenoiseImetwith

bayandaandbandiletheylookedtipsyIstillthank

Godthattheynow havedifferenthaircutsitwas

alwayshardtotellwhoiswho

Baya:“hibaby”hegavemeasoftpeck

Me:“twins”theylaughed

Bandile:“MrsJamesitbeenawhile”hegavemea

hugandkissedmyforehead

Me:“yesithas”

Baya:“canwegooutbaby?”

Me:“out?”

Bandile:“dinnerandclubbing”

Me:“justyoutwo?”



Baya:“withyou”

Me:“isBellacoming?”Bandilechuckled

Bandile:“noshe’sstayingathome”Iraisedmy

eyebrow

Baya:“she’shealing”theylaughed

Me:“fromwhat?”

Bandile:“mydick”

Me:“thehell?”

Baya:“hefinallypoppedthechery”theylaughed

louderfistpumping,theonlytimeI’mremindedthat

bayandaisachildiswhenhiswithBandile

Me:“youmeanBellawasstillavirgin”henodded

“youtwobeentogetherforalmost2years,haveyou

beencheatingonher?”

Bandile:“noGodno!Thatwouldkillher”Ilookedat

bayandahelookedaway“socanwego,fezekado



youhavebeerhere?”Hewalkedtothekitchen

Me:“luckyBella”

Baya:“babeplease,I’mtryinghere”

Me:“Iknow”hereallywaswewerebothtrying,we

were stillseeing the therapistonce a week

separatelythen once again together.We were

makingprogresshugeprogressweevenhadour

kidsbacknow

Baya:“soarewegoing?”

Me:“whoelseisgoing”

Baya:“usandsizwewithlulu”

Me:“Idon’twanttogo”

Baya:“ohokay”

Me:“youcango”

Baya:“I’m notleavingwithoutyou”hegrabbedmy



assandliftedmeupIwrappedmylegsaroundhis

waist“whereareourkids”

Me:“watchingtvinthetvroom”

Baya:“wantmetochaseBandileaway?”Inodded

slowlyhelaughed“whatyougonnadotomewhen

wealone”

Me:“we’llhaveourownfuninourroom”heraised

hiseyebrowIkissedhimhardandshortlysuckingon

histongueandbitinghislip

Baya:“I’llchasehimaway”hewalkedfurtherinthe

housewefoundBandilewiththeMansonandLinda

Manson:“daddyno!Putmymommydown”

Baya:“noshe’smywife”

Manson:“a.adaddy”hepulled bayanda’sjeans

punchinghisleg“putmymommydown”Bandile

waslaughingBayaputmedown“takememommy”I



giggledliftinghimup

Me:“heybigboy”hestuckhistongueoutatbayanda

Baya:“youseeyourchild”

Me:“leavemychildalone”Isatonthesofa

Baya:“cometodaddyLisa”shegotupandsaton

hislaphekissedherhead“howwasschool?”

Lisa:“itwasokay.daddywhatisadivorce?”

Baya:“itwhentwomarriedpeoplelikemeand

mommyarenolongermarried”

Lisa:“youandmomarenotgettingadivorce”

Baya:“notinamillionyears”

Bandile:“fezekagogetready”

Baya:“ohwenotleavingbro”

Bandile:“thefuck”

Baya:“languageinfrontofmykids”



Bandile:“you’vebecomesuchabore”hegotoffthe

couch“goodnightkids”hekissedtheirforeheads

“daddylovesyou”

Them:“loveyoutoo”

Bandile:“goodnightfez”hekissedandcheekand

left

Baya:“let’sgoupstairsbabe”

Me:“youwon’thavedinner?”

Baya:“I’dratherskiptodesert”heputLisadownand

gotMansonoffmeheprotestedalittlebutgotoff

andsatnexttohissisterBayapulledmeupand

liftedmeupagain

Me:“whatisitwithyouandcarryingme”

Baya:“Iloveit”hewalkedpastthekitchengrabbed

twobottlesofwinethenwentuphethrewmeonthe

bedandquicklygotontopofmeIopenedmylegs“I



loveyousweetcheeks”

Me:“Iloveyoumorehubby”

.
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Afterleavingbayanda’shouseIdrovepastspur

boughtdinnerthenwenttomyapartment

Me:“babe!!”IcalledassoonasIgotin“myIsa”I

foundasleeponthecouchwithcartoonsplayingI

kissedherlipssheopenedherswolleneyes

Bella:“youback”shesatupwincingalittleinpainI

couldn’thelpbutsmileinsteadoffeelingsorryfor

her

Me:“howyoufeelingmylove”lastnighthadbeen

amazingIhadthewholeromanticindoorsdinner



picnicsetupwithcandlesalloverIgotachefthe

bedwascoveredwithrosepetals.Ihadbeenwith

virginsbeforebutmakinglovetoBellaforthefirst

timewaspuremagiceverythingwasjustamazing

ourconnectionwasoutofthisworldItriedmybest

tobegentlebutthefuckherpussywasthebestI

everhadandonceshestartedtomoanIlostall

sensewhichendedupwithherfeelingmorepain

thanIwishedorhopedfor

Bella:“I’mokaybaby”

Me:“you’vebeencryingagain”shelookedaway

frommeIheldherhands“talktomemyIsa”

Bella:“youleftme”shewhisperedmakingmefeel

likeI’vejustbeenpunchedinmyheart

Me:“baby?”

Bella:“Ithoughtwewouldspendthedayandthe

nighttogether”Isatproperlyonthecarpetand



pulledhertomeIburiedmyfaceonherneck“I’m

sorryI’mbeingsnobbyagain”Istillfeellikeanass

forthatdayIcalledherasnob

Me:“babyyounotbeingsnobbyandI’m sorryI

shouldhavestayedwithyouthiswasabigdealfor

youforusactually”shesniffedIliftedherfaceand

kissedhereyes“pleasedon’tcrymyIsaI’m sorry.

Whatdidyoudotoday?Haveyoueaten?”

Bella:“IwatchedcartoonsandnoIhaven’teaten”

Me:“babyitafter20:00”

Bella:“Ihaven’tbeenhungryandIwashurting

Bandile”Ikissedher

Me:“sorrybaby”Istoodupwithherinmyarmsshe

giggledsweetlyanditwasthemostamazingsound

Ievenhadhergigglerecordedonmyphoneandset

asaringtoneforher“I’mgonnafeedyouthenmake

lovetoyou”sheshookherheadIputherdownon



thecounter

Bella:“itstillhurtsBandile”Idishedupforusputthe

foodinthemicrowave

Me:“wehavetocontinuesothatitstopsbeing

painful”shefrownedshakingherheadIwentto

standbetweenherlegs“youweresoamazinglast

nightmyIsa”sheblushedbringingcolourtoherpale

faceIpushedherhairback“Iknowitwasn’tthe

weddingnightasyoualwaysdreamtofbutitwas

perfectforme”shecuppedmyface

Bella:“itwasperfect”shegavemeasoftpeck

Me:“let’seat”Igotheroffthecountertookourfood

fromthemicrowave“youwantwine?”

Bella:“I’llpour”shepouredherselfwineandtook

beerformewewalkedtotheLoungeandatewhile

watchinghercartoonsI’vegottenusedtothem

Me:“babe”



Bella:“huh?”

Me:“Iwantyoutomoveinwithme”shelookedat

mewithhermouthopen

Bella:“Ican’tleavedadalone”

Me:“hisdatingBellahewon’tbealoneandIneed

youherewithme”

Bella:“canItalktohimfirst”Inodded“thankyou”

Me:“I’dlovetohaveyoustayingwithmethough”

Bella:“wedoingeverythingbackwards”

Me:“webothnotreadyformarriage”

Bella:“I’m notsaying marryme”Ikissed her

forehead“IloveyouBandile”Ismiledandputour

foodonthecoffeetable“noBandile!”Iliftedherup

shelaughedloudlyherhairfallingalloverherfaceI

walkedtotheroomlaidheronthebedcarefullytook

offmyt-shirtthatshewaswearingleavinghertiny



bodyallexposedundermeherboobsalreadyerect

andallpink

Me:“baby”

Bella:“hhu”

Me:“yousobeautifulandyourbodyisamazing”she

blushedandliftedherwaistup“youwantme,don’t

you?Lookathowyourbodyisrespondingtome”I

brushedhernipplewithmythumbsheshivereda

little

Bella:“Bandile”

Me:“tellmewhatyouwantmyIsaI’llgiveyouthe

world”

.

#zama

*

*



IwalkedtoBrian’sstudythedoorwasslightlyopen

hewasonthephoneshoutingatsomeone

Brian:“fuckthatvuyani….eivoestekman ….

someonecan’tjustkillmyfatherinlawandgetaway

withit….Iwillnotcalmdownitniceforyouvuyani

youbetweenyourgirlfriend’sthighsmywifewon’t

evenlookatmewithouthereyesfillingupwithtears

…..IwillfuckyouupvuyaniI’llflytherejusttobeat

yourassifyoucan’tdoyourjob…..Ithoughtas

much….nohisaharmlessprickofcourseIdidn’tkill

himI’mnotheartless”helaughed“Ijustbrokeafew

bones……hewasn’tabouttokissmywifeandget

awaywithit……noitallhappenedaftertheshooting

andhehasnoreasonbutI’llpayhimavisit…..fuck

youIcanhandlemyself….”Iknockedandopened

thedoorgettingin“I’llcallyoulater”hedroppedthe

call“MrsJames”heofferedmehishandIwalkedto

him heputmeonhislapandputhisfaceonmy



breasts“yousmellsogood”

Me:“haveyoufoundanything”

Brian:“notyetbutIwillIpromise”

Me:“Iknowyouwill.SoyouhitThabo?”

Brian:“Ishouldhavekilledhim”

Me:“therewasnopointyoualreadymademe

resign”IwasnowworkingathissurgeryIrefused

whenhewantedmetobeincharge

Brian:“zamagcina”hewarnedmeoff

Me:“Ijustgotoffthephonewithmom”helookedat

me

Brian:“howisshe?”

Me:“shemisseshimsomuchBrianitbreakingher,

schoolsareclosingonFridayItoldhertocomehere

withthetwinsforawhileIthinkwewillallgotocape

townsheneedstobeawayforalittle”



Brian:“that’sagoodidea,I’llcomewithifyouwant

meto”

Me:“Idowantto”

Brian:“I’msosorrybabyIhatethatIcan’tmakethis

better”

Me:“youarebabymorethanyoucanimagine”

Brian:“Iloveyoubabe”

Me:“IloveyousomuchBrian”hewipedmytears

andkissedmethentouchedmystomachIwas

finallypregnantjustthreeweeks

Brian:“Iloveyouandourkids”

Me:“Icametoaskifyouwanttoswimwithus”he

smiledbrightlynodding“yourkidsarechangingin

theirroomlet’sgochange”Itiredgettingoffhislap

butheheldmywaist

Brian:“kissme”Ikissedhim hedeepenedthekiss



afterawhilewepulledapartandstoodupwewent

tochangeIputonabikiniwhileheworeswim

shortswewentdownstairsIaskedmam’sophieto

makeushotdogsandafruitplatterthenwent

outsideIfoundthekidsandBrianalreadyinthe

swimmingpoolIjumpedinmakingasplashAmelia

laughed

Amelia:“againmamaagain”Igotoutandjumpedin

againshelaughedlouder

Brian:“becarefulzamagcinayougoingtohurtthe

baby”IrolledmyeyesIknewthiswasjustastarthis

beenlikethissincewefoundoutIwaspregnant

yesterday

PART50UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#sne

*



*

Iwokeupinbedalonewe’vebeenathomeforovera

weekwewereleavingsoonweirdenoughvuyanistill

wantedtostaybutImissedSfundo,vuyaniandmy

fatherweregoodhestillclashedwithChristianevery

nowandthenbutnothinghecticjustthattheywere

both overprotectiveofmeand wentaboutit

differently.Igotoffthebedwenttoshowergot

dressedinblackrippedboyfriendjeanswithawhite

loset-shirtandwhiteStanSmithleftmyweaveloseI

wentdownstairsstraighttokitchenIhadmissed

breakfastfoundvuyanitherewithoneofthemaids

thesameonethathasbeeneyeinghimandgiggling

ifhisaroundIfoundhergigglingwhilebashingher

lashesvuyanihadhiscockysmileonIleanedonthe

doorframewithmyarmsfloodedovermychest

Vuyani:“isthatso?”



Her:“ofcourseitis”

Vuyani:“Ican teach you itsuch afascinating

language”shelookeddownthenlookedbackathim

withherbottomlipbetweenherteeth

Her:“okayvuyani”hisnamesoundedfunnyonher

tongue

Me:“it’ssirnotvuyani”heturnedtolookatmehis

eyesimmediatelysoftenedandhegotahugesmile

onhisface

Her:“ofcoursemissChang”shehurriedout

Vuyani:“youlooklikeajealousmonster”

Me:“whatyoudoinghere?Andwithher?Vuyanistop

flirtingwiththestuff”

Vuyani:“Iwasn’tflirtingIcameheretodishupfor

youleftoversfrom breakfastsinceyoumissedit

yourmom saidyoushouldn’tbewokenupandI



foundherhereIgreetedherinzuluwestarted

talkingaboutitnothingmuch”heheldmywaist“you

knowIwouldnevercheatonyou”

Me:“Ihatethewaygirlslookatyou”Iwasseriously

goingtogetthehousemanagertofirethatgirlor

putherondutysomewhereelseuntilweleave

Vuyani:“Ihaven’tnoticedhow girlslookatme

becauseI’malwayslookingatyou”Ifeltmycheeks

heatingup“how’smysondoing?”Wehaddonethe

testIwasfiveweekspregnantjustaweekaheadof

zamabutwewerebothduethesamemonthMbali

wasjealoussayingshefeelsleftout,momwasnot

happy butdad was excited he didn’tgetto

experiencelotofthingswithChristianandIbecause

whenwewereadoptedwewerenotnewborns

Me:“hecouldbeagirlyouknow”

Vuyani:“myspermsarestrongIdon’tmakegirls”I



chuckledgettingoutofhisarms

Me:“that’ssostupid,where’smyfood?”

Vuyani:“microwave”Itookoutmyfoodhepoured

juiceformewesatontheHughchairs

Me:“wannagoshoppingwithme?”

Vuyani:“nocandobabyI’m goingtoyourfather’s

office”

Me:“forwhat?”

Vuyani:“hesaidIshouldcomehewillshow me

aroundthenwegonnahavelunchwithChristian”

Me:“istheresomethingwrong?”

Vuyani:“nohejustwantstoshow mearoundI

guess”

Me:“youwentfishingwiththemthewholeweekend

I’mstartingtogetjealous”



Vuyani:“whythehellwouldyoubejealoustheydon’t

havewhatyouhave”

Me:“mylooks”Isaidsmiling

Vuyani:“yourpussy”Ipushedhim laughing“you

havethefuckingbestpussy”

Me:“youhavetosaythat”

Vuyani:“IpromiseyouI’vetastedafewofthemsoI

wouldknow”

Me:“notfunny”hechuckled

Vuyani:“itanhonesttruthIwasn’tavirginwhenwe

met”

Me:“Ialsowasn’t”hisfacechangedtoanger

Vuyani:“whotookyourvirginitysne?”

Me:“a.adon’tpullthatfacemr”

Vuyani:“tellmewhoitissoIcangoputhisassin



thehospital”helookedsopissedoffIjustlaughed

“infactIwantthenamesofeveryguywhohaseven

kissedyouI’mgoingonakillingspree”

Mom:“Randalwasherfirst”Ilookedatherwithmy

mouthhangingvuyani’sfacechangedfromangerto

hurtmomwaswalkinginthekitchen

Vuyani:“theguyyouweresupposedtomarry?”It

cameoutasawhisper

Me:“babyitwaslongtimeago”hegotoffthechair

andwalkedoutIfollowedhim aftergivingmom a

disapprovinglook“vuyaniyouhavenorighttobe

angry”Icaughthisarm justashewasaboutto

claimthefirststepgoingupstairs

Vuyani:“givemehisaddress”

Me:“no”

Vuyani:“hisaddressnowsnenhlanhla”



Me:“Isaidno!Iwillnothaveyougoaroundbeating

andkillingpeopleyouwillgotojailandwehavea

kidontheway”

Vuyani:“wereyoueverinlovewithhim”Igotonthe

stairthathewasonandtouchedhisface

Me:“Ithoughtitwaslovebutitwasn’t,youarelove

tome”helookedatmehiseyessoftening

Vuyani:“Iwanttokillhim”

Me:“IknowyoudojustlikeIwanttokillallthose

girlsyou’vesleptwith”

Vuyani:“yousuchagreeneyedmonster”

Me:“soareyou”

Vuyani:“weaperfectmatch”

Me:“yesweare”heleaneddownwekissedhelifted

meup“myroomisonthethirdfloor”

Vuyani:“Igotyoumylittleelephant”



Me:“sonotfunny”wewentuptohavemakeupsex

laughing.

Aftermakinglovethedrivertookhimtodad’soffice

IdecidedtogodosomeshoppingIneededanew

dressvuyaniwastakingmetodinnerChristina

askedtotagalongwestartedatBarney’sthenwent

toTomFordwewerestillshoppingwhensomeone

kissedmyneckfrombehindIscreamedjumpingup

whenIturnedIsawRandal

Me:“areyoucrazyRandal?”Hejustsmiled

Randal:“Iheardyouwerehome”

Me:“heardfromwho?”

Randal:“yourmother”Isighed

Me:“youspeaktomymother”

Randal:“sawherwhenIwasdroppingoffmomthey

havinglunchdownatthebistro”



Me:“okay”heheldmyhands“Randal”

Randal:“youbrokemyheartAlexiaIshouldbeangry

atyoubutI’mnotwecanstillfixthis”

Me:“Randalwecan’t,I’m suremymothertoldyou

thatI’m herewithmyboyfriend”Ipulledmyhands

outofhisreach“don’tdothat”

Randal:“youreallylovethisclown”

Me:“morethananything”Iturnedandkeptwalking

Christina:“youtwomakeareallycutecouple”I

chuckled

Me:“yousaidthesameaboutvuyani”Ilikedmy

sisterinlawshewasbeautifulbuttotallystupid

Christina:“yeahyeahIknow.Shouldwejoinmomat

bistro”

Me:“noIneedtogetthisdressfirstthengohome”

wecontinuedshoppingIfoundaperfectmaroon



badgedresswithagoldzipstartingfromthetopto

thebottomofftheshoulderIboughtit.

HourslaterIwasdressedwithmylightmakeupon

vuyaniwassittingonthecouchinmyclosetstaring

atmealreadydressedinanavysuit

Me:“I’mdone”

Vuyani:“Icanseeandyoubeautifulmyheart”he

stoodupandwalkedtomehandingmemynavy

clutchbagthatmatchedmyshoes

Me:“areyouokay”hedidn’tlooklikehisusualself

Vuyani:“youlovemerightregardlessofallmyflaws

youlovemeandyouwouldneverleaveme”

Me:“yesbabyyouknowthat”

Vuyani:“Igetscaredsometimes”Iwalkedtohim

cuppedhisfacemydominantarrogantcharming

strongvuyaniwasnotthereanymoreinsteadwhatI



sawwasthesubmissivevuyanithathaswentonhis

kneescryingandaskingforforgivenessbeggingme

tonotleavehimwhenwefight

Me:“babyI’myoursbodyandsoullosingmeisnot

somethingthatisgoingtohappen”Itookhishand

putitonmystomach“youSfundoandthebabyare

mylifeI’m committedto usto thefamilywe

starting”hesmashedhislipsonmineIkissedhim

deeperwhenIfelthistearswettingmyfaceIhated

seeinghimlikethisafterawhilewepulledapart

Vuyani:“Iloveyou”

Me:“Iloveyou”hegavemeasoftpeckthen

breathedout

Vuyani:“let’sgo”Inoddedweleftmymanhadhired

alimoIknewhewasgoingtoproposebutthenI

wasn’tsureandIdidn’twanttojixthingswegotto

therestaurantwentstraightuptotherooftherewas



abeautifulsetuptherejustonetablesurroundedby

flowersallover

Me:“baby”

Vuyani:“mylove”

Me:“it’ssobeautiful”hesmiledandpeckedmy

cheekhepulledoutachairformeIsatdownhe

wenttositthewaiterpouredchampagneforusI

lookedatvuyaniwitharaisedeyebrow

Vuyani:“itnonalcoholic”IgiggledshakingmyheadI

knewitwouldn’tbealcoholicIwasn’tevenallowed

totakeanythingwithcaffeineworsepartvuyaniwas

anobgyn

Me:“Ithoughtasmuch”hesmiledweatethe

amazingdinnerOverlightconversationIwasjust

staringathisgorgeousfacemostofthetimewe

hadjustfinisheddesertwhenthewaiterbroughtus

champagneagain



Vuyani:“tothemostbeautifulwomanIhaveever

met.BabyIloveyousomuchifIweretowritedown

thereasonsastowhyIfellinlovewithyouthere

wouldn’tbeenoughpages,theloveIhaveforyouis

greaterthaneverythingthere’snotenoughsandson

theseaorwordsonthedictionary.Youmyheart

snenhlanhlawithoutyouI’mjustanemptybody.So

toyoutoourbeautifulchildrenthatyoustillgoingto

givemebasicallytohappiness”

Me:“tohappiness”weclickedourglassesItooka

sipIwassurpriseditwasactuallyalcoholiche

chuckled“italcohol”

Vuyani:“drinkupitthelastoneuntilyougivebirth”I

tookanothersipthenIsawtheringshinninginthe

glassIpulleditoutitwasabeautifulrubyredpear

cutdiamondringwithtinywhitediamondsallaround

thebend



Me:“baby”

Vuyani:“justsayyes”

Me:“godownonyourknee”

Vuyani:“hhababyI’m wearingaRalphLauren”I

raisedmyeyebrowhegotoffthechair“mypoor

suit”IlaughedashewentonhiskneeIgavehimthe

ring“snenhlanhlaAlexiaChangwillyoudomethe

honorsandbemywifetakemysurnameandmother

mychildrenwillyoupleasemarryme”Ishookmy

head“SneI’m goingtofuckyouhardyouwon’tbe

abletowalkifyoudon’tsayyesrightnow”Ilaughed

loudlynodding

Me:“yesyousillymanofcourseI’llmarryyou”

.

#Bandile

*



*

Iwaswokenupbysoftsingingcomingfrom the

closetIgotoffthebedwenttotheclosetIfound

Bellasortingoutourclotheswearingjustmypjtop

withherhairtiedintoaponytailtherehasneverbeen

abettersight.Shehadmovedinwithmeittook

majorenergyconvincingherdadbuthewasinlove

andalsowantedtohavehisgirlfriendmoveinsoat

theendofthedayhesaidokay

Me:“morninglover”Iwrappedmyarm aroundher

waistandsmeltherhaircausinghertogiggle

Bella:“Bandile”

Me:“mhm”

Bella:“ineedtofinishupsowewon’tbelategoing

togetpenny”

Me:“Idon’tmindnotgoing”wegoingtomyfather’s

houseforfamilylunchsherolledhereyesmyIsa



wasstartingtohaveattitudeeversinceIpoppedher

cherryshegotalittlefeistyanditturnedmeonbig

time

Bella:“Ialsowouldn’tmindnotbeingaroundyour

ex”

Me:“canyounotcallherthat?Youwerefinewithher

beforeyoufoundoutshe’smyexactuallyyouliked

her”

Bella:“thatwasbefore Iknew you were in a

relationshipwithher!”ShesnappedIbroughtmy

eyebrowstogether

Me:“Isabella”Iletgoofher

Bella:“it’snotokayBandileit’snot”

Me:“mypastbeforeyouhasnothingtodowithyou.

I’mgonnamakebreakfast,willyouhavecereal?”She

lookedawayfrom mebeforenoddingIwalkedout

theclosetmadesomecornflakesforusadding



bananainherbowlItookouttwowaterbottlesfrom

thefridgeputeverythingonthecounter

Me:“comeeat!!”Isatonthehighchairandstarted

eatingshejoinedmeafterafewseconds

Bella:“I’msorryIjusthatethatshehadyoufirst”

Me:“youwillbemiserableifyouhatedverygirlI’ve

beenwithatleastshe’smystepmom younever

havetoworryaboutanything”

Bella:“ifshewasn’tyourstepmomwouldIneedto

worry”Ididn’tlovezamaanymoreIjustcaredforher

asafamilymemberitBeththatshehadtoworry

aboutweneverstoppedlovingeachotherandwe’ve

spentsomanynightsafterwebrokeuptogether

Me:“ofcourseyoutheonlypersonIlove”shesmiled

Ipeckedherlips

Bella:“Iloveyou”



Me:“Iknowbaby”wefinishedhavingbreakfasttook

ashowerwhichstartedwithaquickyafterthatwe

leftdrovetoBeth’shome“I’llbeback”

Bella:“okay”IkissedhercheekandgotoffIknocked

thedooropenedwasmetbymydaughterwho

jumpedonmewrappingherlegsaroundmylegsI

liftedherup

Me:“youmisseddaddy”

Penny:“alotdaddyalot”Ikissedherforehead

repeatedlyBethcametouscarryingherbag

Beth:“heyTucker”Igaveherasidehugkissedher

cheek

Me:“youlookbeautiful”

Beth:“don’tIalways”

Me:“youdo”

Penny:“I’msleepingoverrightdaddy”



Me:“yes”

Penny:“yeah!!!!!”

Beth:“havefunwithdaddy”shekissedherhead

Penny:“okay,loveyou”

Beth:“loveyou”

Me:“I’llseeyoutomorrowwhenIbringherback”

Beth:“Iwon’tbehereI’m goingtojhbtonight”I

raisedmyeyebrow

Me:“forwhat?”

Beth:“toseemyboyfriend”

Me:“okayhavefun,don’tbringanotherbaby”we

laughed

Beth:“fuckyouTucker”

Penny:“mommyyouswore”

Beth:“IdidntIsaidtuckyou”



Penny:“nowyoulying”

Beth:“justgo!”Pennygiggledsoundingmorelikeher

mom thanevershewasgrowinguplookingmore

likemymother

Penny:“byebye”

Beth:“youchangedyourfragrance”

Me:“yeah”

Beth:“Ilovedthewayyousmelled”

Me:“Bethany”

Beth:“Imissedit”Ilookedathershewaswearing

myjoggersandasportbra

Me:“youneedtostopstealingmyclotheswhenyou

comeover”shesmiledtiltingherhead

Penny:“daddylet’sgo!”

Me:“waitPenelope”



Penny:“no”

Beth:“penny!”

Me:“weshouldgo”

Beth:“I’llcallyou”Inoddedandkissedhercheekbut

sheturnedandplantedherlipsonminesuckingmy

bottomlipIkissedherbackshortlythenmovedback

Me:“Bethany”shesmiledandturnedwalkingawayI

gotout

Penny:“youandmommykissed”

Me:“shutup”shegiggledburyingherfaceonmy

chestIputherbaginthebootthenputherinthe

backseatbuckledherupIwenttothedriverseat

theywerealreadytalkingIdroveoff

Bella:“youtooklong”

Me:“yeahuhmshehadn’tpackedherbag”

Bella:“okay”Ibrushedherthigh



Me:“Iloveyou”

Penny:“can’twaittoseeAmelia”

Me:“youwanttosleepovertheytonight?”

Penny:“yesplease”

Me:“okayI’llpickyouupinthemorning”she

squealedclappingherhands

Bella:“shouldwegetsomething”

Me:“like”

Bella:“winemaybe”

Me:“nah”Iplayedmusicandjustdroveinsilence.

WegothomeBayanda’scarwasalreadyparked

outsideIchuckledfezekamadehim sellhisgtihe

boughtAudiq3.Iopenedthedoorformyladieswe

gotinmetzamaintheloungeshesmiledbrightly

Me:“youlookbetter”



Zama:“Ifeelbetter”shehuggedpenny“how’sthis

littlelady”

Penny:“I’mokay.DaddysaidI’msleepingover”

Zama:“yesyouareAmeliaisoutplayinginthe

jumpingcastle”sheranoff

Zama:“Bellait’ssogoodtoseeyou”Bellasmiled

Bella:“samehere”

Zama:“everyoneisinthebackyard”

Me:“sure”Itookbella’shandwewalkedtothe

backyard where everyone wasincluding zama’s

familyandMbalitheywerehavingdrinksandsnacks

wegreetedthenwenttositnexttobayandaand

fezeka

Me:“niceridebrother”

Baya:“younotfunnyandmyrideisnice”

Fez:“yesitBandileisjustjealous”



Baya:“mybabiesfitperfectly”

Me:“itforoldpeople”

Baya:“Igot3kidsIamold.Doyouseehowoldmy

firstbornis?”HepointedatLisawhowaswiping

somethingoffmanson’schubbyface

Me:“Ineedtohaveanotherbaby”

Bella:“mhm”

Me:“yougonnahavemybabybaby?”

Bella:“notwhileI’m miss”bayandalaughedmy

brotherknewthatmarriageandIwereindifferent

planets

Me:“ohyeah”

Bella:“yes marryme”Ichuckled while fezeka

coughedbayandarubbedherback

Me:“slowdownmissy”shegiggled



Bella:“youknowI’mjoking”

Me:“let’shopesomyIsabecausemarriageandI

hha”

Bella:“sowhatBandileyoujustplayingmealong?”

Fezekastoodupandtookbayanda’shandthey

walkedawayfromusgoingtoMbaliandzama

Me:“youreallythinkI’m playingyou?”Shelooked

downbitingherbottom lip“ifthat’swhatyouthink

whyareyouwithme?”

Bella:“it’snotwhatIthinkbutBandilewhenyou

speaklikethatwhatamIsupposedtothink”

Me:“haven’tIbeenpromisingyouforever?”

Bella:“youhave”Iheldherchinliftingherfaceup

Me:“youmyforeverIsabella”Ikissedher“Iloveyou”

Bella:“IloveyoutooBandile”Ismiledandkissedher

again



Dad:“therearekidsaround”wepulledapartBella

blushed

Me:“sayssomeonewhoalwayshashistongue

downhiswife’sthroat”helaughedhalfclosinghis

eyesittooksomeworktohavearelationshipwith

dadjustwhenwestartedbeingclosezamacamein

thepictureandruinedwhatwasalreadyabroken

relationshipbutastimewentbywestartedmending

thingsagain

Dad:“itmyhouseIcandoasIplease,helloIsabella”

Bella:“helloMrJames”

Dad:“it’sBrianordadI’vebeentellingyou”

Me:“mygirlhasrespect”

Dad:“lethopeitrubsoffyou”

Me:“itnotsexuallytransmitted”dadandIlaughed

whileBellaturnedred



Dad:“itcertainlyisn’t”zama came to us she

wrappedherarmsarounddad’swaistputherhead

onhisshoulderheliftedherfaceandkissedher

Zama:“awordbaby”

Dad:“what’swrong?”Shewhisperedsomethingin

hisearshisconcernlookwasimmediatelyreplaced

withlustanddesireheclearedhisthroatzama

lookedathimsmilinginnocently“excuseus”hetook

herhandtheywalkedofffasthepickedherupas

theywereabouttoenterthehousezama’slaughter

filledthespace

Bella:“canyougetmesomethingtoeatplease”she

snappedmeoutofmystares

Me:“ofcourse”Istoodupwalkedovertothetable

thathadfingerfood

Baya:“stopstaringatourstepmom”hewasbehind

me



Me:“fuckoff”

Baya:“saythatonemoretimeandI’llpunchyour

uglyface”

Me:“wehavethesamefaceasshole

Baya:“I’mmoregoodlooking”Ipushedhimoff

.

#zama

*

*

TimewasmovingfastandIwastrulyhappyas

muchasIwasangryandhurtthatYamkelani’s

brotherswerethereasonwedidn’thaveafatherthe

reasonwhymymotherwaslosingweightandthe

twinsresultshaddroppedatschoolIwasbeing

positiveforthesakeofmybaby.Ididn’tunderstand

whywouldtheywanttoharmmyfamilywhenwe’ve



donenowrongtothemitwasluyandsfaultandthey

killedmyfatherbutapparentlynoonewassupposed

togethurttheyjustwantedtogiveamessage.Brian

andSiyawantedtostrikebackbutIwantedtomove

onhavingthem killpeoplewouldn’tbringbackmy

fatherhewasgoneandhewasnevergoingtocome

back,mymom andthetwinswerestayingwithus

fulltimenow.Iwatchedasmyhusbandgotdressed

hewasrunninglateitwasmyfaultandIdidn’teven

feelbad

Brian:“stopstaringatme”

Me:“stoplookingsogorgeous”hewinkedhewas

lookingatmeonthemirror“Ineedmyshoes”

Brian:“okay”hetookmyshoesandkneltnexttome

puttingthemonthenkissedmylegcomingupIwas

wearingapeachbadgedressjustabovethekneeit

hadlongsleeveswithnudeplatformheels.Wewere



atEstuaryCountryHotelinsouthcoastforMpilo

and Sisipho’s wedding obviously Brian was a

groomsman and that bitch Selunathiwas a

bridesmaidlastnightweallhaddinnertogethershe

wasallovermyhusbandandthismorningwe

skippedbreakfastweorderedinandstayedinbed

thewholedaygrowingourbabyBrianhadtomeet

upwithhisfriendsbeforetheceremonystartedit

wasgoingtobeanafternoonceremonyIcouldtellit

wasgoingtobebeautifulthesunwasjustaboutto

set.Istoodupfixedhistiethenpushedbackhishair

hewaslookingatmewithasmileonhisface

Brian:“we’vecomesofarhaven’twe”

Me:“yeswehaveandweonlygettingstronger”he

kissedmyhead

Brian:“thankyou,let’sgo”Itookmyhandbagweleft

hewenttohisfriendsIwenttomygirls



Me:“ladiesyoulookgorgeous”

Mbali:“don’twealways”Ismiled

Sne:“itabeautifulview”welookedarounditreally

wasthesunwassettingitwasgardenwedding

Me:“areyougoingtogetmarriedhereinSA?”She

shookherhead

Sne:“Idon’tknowhowitgoingtoworkIdon’thave

lotoffamilyandmyfamilycanaffordtobethisside

justthatitmyparentssocialcircleisthatsideand

theleastIcandorightnowisletherthrowmethe

weddingshewantstothrowme”

Mbali:“vuyanicanaffordtobringhisfamilytothe

wedding”

Sne:“justdon’twanttoburdenhimbutwewillsee”

Mbali:“I’mhavingmineinzama’shousethatviewby

thelakeisbae”



Me:“mybrothergotagoodcheapwifehedidgood”

shepoutedSneandIlaughedItookaglassofjuice

fromthewaiterthatwaspassing

Mbali:“youpregnantbitchesthinkyouarefunny”

everyonestartedsittingdownwealsowenttosit

downfewminuteslaterourguyscameoutthethree

ofussigheddreamlyvuyaniheardusheturnedand

winkedsneturnedred

Me:“menshouldn’tbethatgoodlookingitnotright”

Them:“indeed”we laughed softlymylaughing

stoppedassoonasthebridesmaidcameoutandI

saw SelunathishekepthereyesonthefrontI

followedthem shewaslookingatBrianwhowas

lookingatmeIsmiledathim hesmiledbackI

touchedmystomachIwasjustthreemonthsnowit

wasslightlyshowingBrianwantedanothergirlbutI

wantedaboyIwantedAmeliato betheonly



princess.Theceremonywentwelltheyvowswere

beautifulwhenitwasdonewewenttohavedinner

speechesweresaidEthanwasthebestmansohe

spoketheguysdidadancenumberthattheyused

todobackinvarsityI’msuretheyhadtoworkhard

togetSiyatodothosemoves.Whenthespeeches

weredonepeoplewerejustlistening to music

drinkinganddancingourguyscametoourtable

Briancuppedmyfaceandkissedme

Brian:“Imissedyousobad”wekissedagain

Me:“wemissedyou”hekissedmystomach

Brian:“wannagotobed?”

Me:“wecanstayalittle”

Brian:“yousure?”InoddedIknewwewouldleave

soonhewasstartingtogetdrunksowestayed

havingfunaftercomingbackfromdancinghesaid

heneedsthetoiletfewminutespassedhewasn’t



backIcalledhim buthisphoneranginmybagI

lookedatthetableSelunathiwassittingatandshe

wasn’tthereIstooduproughly

Siya:“what’swrong?”

Me:“nothing”

Mbali:“I’m comingwithyou”Ishookmyheadbut

shewasalreadyup

Siya:“zamagcina”Icouldfeelmytearsthreatening

tocomeoutIwalkedoutwithMbalifollowingme

Mbali:“zamahewouldn’tstopthinkingtheworst”

Me:“Idon’tthinkhecansaynotoherrightnowhis

toodrunkandshe’spushy”Iwalkedstraighttothe

toiletmytearsstartedfallingimmediatelyafter

seeingthemIshookmyhead“Brianno”helookedat

meinshock

Brian:“babyitnotwhatyouthink,Icanexplain”and



thereitwasthefamousline

PART51UNCONDITIONALLOVE

#zama

*

*

IflewtoSelunathijustasIwasabouttoreachher

Briangrabbedmywaistliftingmeup

Me:“youfuckinglowlifebitch!!!!”

Selunathi:“ohdon’tbedramatic‘wifey’yougoingto

causeascene”

Brian:“shutupSelunathi”Mbalishookherhead

beforejumpingonSelunathiBrianputmedownto

holdMbaliwhilehewasholdingMbaliIsaton

SelunathishewasalreadyonthefloorIthrewafew

punchesnotgivingherachancetohitbackBrian



liftedmeoffherhewasnotholdingbothMbaliandI

wewerescreamingandswearingatSelunathiwhen

shetriedtostandupBrianputhisfootonherchest

pressingherdownshewasalreadybleedingand

cryingSiyaandvuyanicameto usvuyanijust

laughed

Brian:“fuckoffvuyani”heputMbalidownshekicked

SelunathionherfacebeforeSiyascoopedherup

Siya:“behavebothofyou!!”

Mbali:“thisfuckinguglyassoldbitchhasgotlotof

nerves”Brian removed his footvuyanihelped

Selunathistandupheryellow facewasredher

mouthandnosebleeding

Vuyani:“whatthefuckisgoingonhere?”

Me:“putmedownmonwabisi”

Brian:“babyplease”



Me:“putmedown!!!”

Brian:“promisemeyouwon’ttrytofighther”

Me:“Brian!”

Brian:“babypleasethinkaboutourchild”

Me:“ifIlosehim itwillbeyourfault”heputme

downIwalkedawaywithhimfollowingme

Brian:“babynothinghappenednothingwasgoingto

happen”Igotinsidewenttoourtable

Sne:“areyouokay”Ishookmyheadtakingmybag

Me:“I’llcallyou”Iwalkedout

Brian:“zamababypleasedon’tdothisI’m sorry”I

wenttoourroom hewasbusybeggingmeIdon’t

knowforwhatIjustpackedourbags

Me:“stopfuckingtellingmenothinghappenedshe

hadherhandcuppingyourdickwithherfacefew

inchesfrom yoursGodknowsifshekissedyou



beforeIshowedupornot,youshouldhaveneverlet

itgetthatfaryoumadeherthinkshecoulddo

that!!!”Ishovedhimoff

Brian:“shedidn’twedidn’tkissIpromiseyou,baby

please”

Me:“youletherfuckingtouchyouBrian!!!She

touchedwhat’smineandyoulether”

Brian:“babyI’m sorry”hetriedtouchingIslapped

himsohardmyhandstung“zamadon’tyoueverdo

thatagain”Islappedhimagain

Me:“IdareyoutotouchmeBrianIfuckingdareyou

I’lldivorceyousofastthenI’llfindastepdadfor

yourkids”heshookhisheadwithhiseyeshalf

closed

Brian:“don’tfuckwithmezamagcinaI’llkillanyone

whoevenlooksatyou”

Me:“yetyouletthatbitchtouchyoulikethat”



Brian:“IwasshockedIreactedlate”Ithrewanother

slap“dammitzamagcinastophittingme!!”

Me:“orwhat”

Brian:“ncinci”hehadhiseyesclosed

Me:“ithoughtso”whenIwasdoneItookmy

handbagandcarkeyswalkedouthefollowedafter

mecarryingourbagswegottothecarIgotonthe

driversseathegotinafterputtingourbagsinthe

bootIdroveoffinaspeed

Brian:“zamanothinghappenedplease”hepunched

thewindow

Me:“don’tyoudareBriannotmyfuckingcar”

Brian:“whyareyoubeinglikethis”

Me:“tellmeyouwouldhavesmiledhadyoufound

mewithBandileholdingmypussyan..”

Brian:“don’tyoufuckingdare!!!!!”Hecutmeoff



Me:“exactly”wedrovetherestofthewayinsilenceI

drovepaststeersgotaburgerandribsthenwewent

homeItookashowergotoutworemypjsthenwent

outthebedIfoundhimsittingonthefloorwithhis

faceonhisheadIgotunderthecoversstarted

eatingmyfood

Brian:“zamagcinaI’msorry”Ididn’tsayanythinghe

lookedupatmehiseyesredfilledwithtears“Idon’t

knowwhyIdidn’tstopherfromgettingthatcloseto

meI’m sorryIdisrespectedyouandIlethertouch

mebabyI’msorrypleasedon’tbemadatmeIcan’t

takeitbabeithurts”Itooklastbiteofmyburger

stuffedfewfriesinmymouththenputeverythingon

thebedsideIpulledacoverovermybodyIfell

asleepimmediately.

IwaswokenupbyasharppainIgotoffthebed

wenttothebathroom urinatedwhenwipingIsaw

bloodonthetissueIthoughtmaybeI’mjustspotting



nothingmuchIwashedmyhandswentbacktobedI

tookthejuicedrankalittlethentriedtofallasleep

againbutthepainwasgettingstrongerIcriedout

Brianwokeup

Brian:“babywhat’swrong?”

Me:“ithurtsBrian”hepulledbackthecover

Brian:“shitbabyyoubleeding”hegotoffthebedand

calledNeehaputtingheronloudspeakerwhilehe

gotmemygownhetookthecarkeysandcarried

mebythistimeIwasscreaminginpainandfear

momgotoutofherroom

Mom:“zamawhat’sgoingon?Ithoughtyouwere

comingbacktomorrowafternoon”

Brian:“she’sbleedingI’mtakinghertothehospital”

Me:“aah!!Ithurtsmom”Brianranwithmomrunning

afterhimheputmeinthebackseatmomgotinwith

meandhedroveoff



Mom:“it’sokaythebabyisgoingtobeokaytry

calmingdownplease”

Me:“Ifeelsocoldmom I’m scaredIdon’twantto

losemychild”

Brian:“babypleasecalm down”mom wipedmy

tears

Mom:“hushbabyeverythingisgoingtobejustfineI

promiseyou”

Me:“Iwanttosleep”

Brian:“zamano!”Iclosedmyeyesthepainwastoo

much

.

WhenIwokeupIwasonthehospitalbedNeeha

wasbusycheckingsomethingontheultrasoundI

lookedaroundtheroom itwasfilledwithflowers

andballoons



Neeha:“MrsJameshowniceofyoutojoinus”

Me:“mybaby”

Neeha:“thebabyisokayhegaveusascarefora

momentthereMrsJamesyouknow how things

werewithAmeliaIwarnedyouthatlittlebitofstress

couldmakeyoulosethebaby”Ilookedawaywiping

mytears“hisokayalittleweakbutokaywehaveto

keepareallycloseeyeonhim”

Me:“thankyou”

Neeha:“pleasestopstressingespeciallyifyouwant

to givebirthto ahealthybabyavoid stressful

situations”

Me:“Iwill,isBrianhere”

Neeha:“hehasn’tleftyoursideIthinkhejustwent

tothecafe”thedooropenedhegotindrinking

coffee



Brian:“babyyouupthankGod”hekissedmycheek

Neehaexcusedherself

Me:“I’mhungry”

Brian:“whatdoyouwanttoeatI’llorderforyou”

Me:“Ijustwantbreakfastwithtea”

Brian:“lotsoftomato”

Me:“yesplease”hetookhisphoneandcalledwimpy

placedanorderthensatonthebedheheldmy

handskissedthembeforegivingmeasoftpeck

Brian:“I’msorrymylove”

Me:“Ialmostlostmybabybecauseofyou”

Brian:“andI’llneverforgivemyselfbutI’m herein

frontofyouwithmyheartinyourhandsaskingfor

forgivenessandachancetomakethisright”

Me:“Iwanttobealoneforalittlewhile”heshookhis

headhiseyeswidening



Brian:“youcanbealonewithmeintheroom”

Me:“Brianplease”

Brian:“nozama!Iamnotlosingyouoversomething

sostupid.No!”

Me:“Brianyoureallyhurtme”

Brian:“shift”Ididhegotonthebedandpulledmeto

hischesthekissedmyhead“I’msorrymywifeI’m

reallysorry”Iheldontohist-shirtasfreshtears

swam outIalmostlostmybabyaftermonthsand

monthstryingtogetpregnantIcouldhavelosthim

justlikethat“ma’Mngunipleasedon’tcrypleaseyou

killingme”

Me:“wecouldhavelosthimBrian”hesmashedhis

lipsonminekillingthesobthatwasabouttocome

outIfistedmyhandonhishairpullingithardhe

groaned his erection getting stronger on my

stomachsomeoneclearedtheirthroatwepulled



apartIlookeddownwhenIsawmomandSiyaatthe

door“sorry”theygotin

Mom:“howyoufeelingmagcina”

Siya:“obviouslyshe’sfeelingbetter”

Me:“I’mokaythedoctorsaidthebabyisokayIjust

needtonotstress”

Mom:“whywereyoustressingmagcina”

Me:“itwasnothingmom”Icouldn’tevenlieabout

workIwasn’tworkinganymore

Mom:“youwouldn’thaveendedupinthehospital

almostlosingthebaby”

Me:“momithappenedanditwon’thappenagain”

Mom:“Ican’tloseanyoneelsezamagcina”

Me:“mom”sheshookherheadSiyabrushedher

back



Siya:“it’sokaymomshe’sfine”

Me:“I’mfine,didthetwinsgotoschool?”

Mom:“yesthedrivertookthem”Inodded

Siya:“mbalijustleftshewillbebacklater”Inodded

Mom:“whathappenedatthatweddingBrian”Brian

shifteduncomfortably“firstlyyoucamebackearly

andnowthis”

Me:“nothinghappenedmom”

Mom:“Brian”

Brian:“nothinghappenedzamawastiredwecame

backearlyshedidn’twanttobethereanymore”

momnodded“I’llgocheckonyourfood”hemoved

mefrom hischestandgotoffthebedwalkingout

Siyafollowedhim

Mom:“whatdidhedotoyou”

Me:“nothingmomBrianwouldn’tdoanythingtome



juststopplease”

Mom:“zamagcinaI’mworried”

Me:“there’snothingtoworryaboutIpromise”

Mom:“okay”shewalkedclosertothebedand

touchedmystomach“thedoctorsaidtheheartbeat

isweak”Inodded

Me:“Idon’twanttolosemychildmomIdon’t”

Mom:“youwon’tyoujustneedtotakeiteasy

rememberhowitwaswithAmeliawecan’thavethat

again”

Me:“I’lltakeiteasy”shepushedbackmyweave

kissedmyforehead

Mom:“youscaredmesomuchmagcinaplease

neverdothatagain”

Me:“I’msorrymom”

.



#Sne

*

*

Me:“weneedtogoseezama”

Vuyani:“wewillbabyyouneedtorestfirstwejust

gothome”

Me:“I’mworriedabouther”

Vuyani:“Brian said she’s fine and they need

sometimealone”

Me:“doyoureallythinkhedidsomethingwith

SelunathiIhaven’tspokentoMbali”

Vuyani:“nahhewouldn’tdothatIdon’tknowwhat

happenedbutIknow hewouldn’tdoBrianloves

zamahehasneverlovedanyonethewayheloves

herasdrunkashewashewouldn’tdothatIknow”

Me:“youthinkso”henoddedandcrawledonthe



bedcomingtomewehadjustcamebackfromthe

weddingitwasnightSfundowasalreadyasleep

whenwegothomeheturnedmetolayonmyback

“yousaidImustrest”

Vuyani:“andyouwillsleeppeacefullyaftercoming

doctor’sorder”Ilaughedopeningmylegshesettled

betweenthemandstartedkissingmyneck

Me:“haveyouthoughtabouttheengagementparty”

hisbeenavoidingthetopichedidn’twanttohaveit

andmymotherwasalreadyplanningit

Vuyani:“mmh”Iheldhisfaceliftingitsohefaces

me“snenhlanhlawewilltalklater”hemovedback

andslideinmeslowlyIletoutasoftmoan

Me:“vuyanipromisemeyougoingtotalktoyour

familydadcanbringthejetandBriancangiveushis

aswelliftherearelotofpeoplepleaseit’simportant

tomymom”hegroanedinfrustration



Vuyani:“yeswhateveryouwantSne”Ikissedhimhe

startedmovingImethim witheverystrokewe

movedalongslowlyuntilwebothcamehelaidon

merestinghisheadonmybreasts

Me:“Iloveyouvuyaniyouknowthatright”

Vuyani:“feelingemotional?”

Me:“yespostorgasmgotmefeelingemotional”he

chuckledandkissedmybreast

Vuyani:“areyouhungry”

Me:“no”

Vuyani:“I’mgonnagomakeasandwich”

Me:“there’spizzaSfundoorderedpizza”

Vuyani:“shouldIwarmyouaslice”

Me:“yespleaseandthere’sthose”heraisedhis

eyebrow“thefrozenchickenthatmam’gloriaalways

prepareforfryingitalreadyprecookedandcoated



youjustneedtodeepfryit”

Vuyani:“ha.ababyyouwantmetofrythingsnowat

thistimeyouwantmeslavingonthestove”

Me:“vuyaniyourbabywantschicken”hechuckled

shakinghishead

Vuyani:“shewillhavetosettleforpizzaandjuice”

hegotoffmeworehispjbottomshekissedmy

cheekandwalkedoutIgotoffthebedgrabbed

wipesfromthedrawerIwipedmyselfputonarobe

walked downstairs to the kitchen Ifound him

hummingwhiledrinkingabeerheturnedwhenhe

heardthefridgebeingclosed

Vuyani:“youcan’tbeseriousitalmost22:00”

Me:“letmebevuyani”Iturnedonthestoveputa

panonfilleditwithoil

Vuyani:“can’tyoudothisinthemorning”



Me:“Iwantitnow”Itookabottleofwater“weneed

atvhereinthekitchen”

Vuyani:“thoughtwemovingtoyourhousebefore

thebabyisborn”weweregoingtostayinmyhouse

itbiggerandmorebabyfriendly

Me:“weshouldmovesoon”henodded

Vuyani:“callthemoversandarrangeeverything

whenyougetachance”

Me:“I’lldoitinthemorning”whentheoilwasokayI

putmytwopiecesin

Vuyani:“youonlygoingtoeatonepiece”

Me:“I’mmakingtwo”

Vuyani:“Ialsowantone”Iputitthethirdone

laughingwewenttotheloungeatepizzawhile

watchingamoviewaitingforthemeat.

.



ThefollowingdayIwokeupaloneinthehouse

Sfundohadwenttoschoolanvuyanihadgoneto

workItookmyphonecalledzamaMarcelpickedup

Me:“where’smommy”

Marcel:“wait”Iheardhim runningwhilecallingfor

zama

Zama:“sne”

Me:“hey,youhome”

Zama:“yeahIjustgotherelikefewminutesagoI’m

abouttotakeanap”

Me:“okayIwantedtocomecheckonyou”

Zama:“I’mokayboothebabyisokayyoucancome

over”

Me:“okayI’llcomearoundlunch,shouldIbringyou

anything”

Zama:“nojustbringyourself”



Sne:“okayI’llseeyousoon”

Zama:“later”Idroppedthecallgotoffthebedmade

itopened the windows Iwore myrobe went

downstairsafterwashingmyfaceandbrushingmy

teethIfoundmam’gloriacleaningIgreetedwentto

thekitchenmademyselfbreakfastthenateinfront

ofthetvwhilecallingmomonfacetime

Mom:“Alexia”

Me:“hellomother”dadwavedinthebackground

“daddyyoudidn’tgotowork”

Dad:“noI’mtakingsometimeoff”

Me:“whyiseverythingokaydaddy”hechuckled

Dad:“everythingisAokayprincess”

Mom:“hegetstobedaddyandI’mmother”

Me:“helovesmyhusbandtobeandhishappyfor

me”momrolledhereyes



Mom:“howismygrandbaby”

Me:“eatingalotandmakingmesexfreak”

Dad:“Alexia!!!”MomandIlaughed

Me:“sorrydaddy”heshookhisheadwalkingaway

Mom:“whenarecominghome”

Me:“fewdaysbeforetheparty”

Mom:“weneedtofityourdress”

Me:“can’tIfindsomethingthisside”

Mom:“ofcoursenot!IVivianisdesigningit”

Me:“justmakeitalittlebiggerthanmyusualsize”

Mom:“yougainingweight”

Me:“ofcourseitexpected”

Mom:“I’veneverbeenpregnantAlexia”

Me:“doyouregretnothavingyourownchild”



Mom:“Ihavetwobeautifulchildrenandagrandchild

onthewaybutIamconsideringadoptingagainyour

dadisagainsttheidea”

Me:“maybeyoushouldn’tmom”

Mom:“whynotAlexia?ItnotlikeyoustayhereI’llget

tomotheryourbaby”

Me:“Christianisgoingtohaveababysoon”

Mom:“Iknow”

Me:“Iloveyoumommy”shesmiled

Mom:“whyyoueatingsomanysausagesthatthing

isfilledwithfatandsalt”

Me:“vuyani’sbabywantsit”sheshookherhead

smiling

Mom:“whereisthatblackthingisyours”Ichuckled

Me:“don’tteasemymanhisatwork”



Mom:“youreallylovehim”Inodded

Me:“I’dkillforhimhewoulddon’tbesame”

Mom:“that’sdangerous”

Me:“it’sus,ithowhelovesitactuallyhowallhis

friendslovemomtheyhardcoreanditfuckingsexy”

Mom:“JesusthatbabyneedstocomeoutIneedmy

sweetdaughterback”welaughed“I’m happyyou

happyprincessIreallyam ittooksometimebutI

amhisgoodforyouyourdadspeakshighlyofhim”

Me:“Ithinkhejustlikesmorethatvuyaniisso

protective”

Mom:“trueandthatheonlylooksatyouintheroom

heissoinlovewithyou”

Me:“Iknowmomandthat’sthebestpart”

Mom:“thatyouknow”

Me:“yes”shesmiled



Mom:“howishisfamily”

Me:“theyaverageandI’veonlymethismom and

fewcousinbrotherstheyokayhismom justwants

metofeedherson”

Mom:“Alexiayoucan’tevenfryanegg”Ilaughed

Me:“I’mlearningI’lltakecookingclassessoon”dad

gotbackintheirroom

Dad:“youtwostilltalking,weneedtoleave”

Mom:“byebabymommylovesyou”sheblewmea

kiss

Dad:“daddylovesyoumore”mompushedhimaway

fromthescreenhelaughed

Me:“Iloveyoutwo”shedroppedthecallItookthe

dishestothekitchenwashedthemthenwentback

towatchalittlebitoftv.

Few hourslaterIwaspickingupSfundovuyani



droppedhim offandIpickupifwebusyhegets

someonetodoit,Ihadjustcamebackfromseeing

zamashewaswell

Sfundo:“heymam’ncane”hegreetedgettinginthe

car

Me:“heykid”hechuckleddidhisseatbeltIdroveoff

Sfundo:“mytestresultscameback”

Me:“andhowdidwedo”

Sfundo:“amazingofcourse”

Me:“getitin”wefistpumpedblowingitup“whatare

wecelebratingwith”

Sfundo:“mealfromroccomama”

Me:“okay”Idialedvuyani

Vuyani:“myheart”

Sfundo:“andyouroffspring”welaughedvuyani



chuckled

Vuyani:“whatdoyouwant”

Me:“wegoingtocelebratetestresultsatroco

mama,areyoujoiningus?”

Vuyani:“yeahitnotbusyhereI’llmeetyouthere”

Sfundo:“cool”

Vuyani:“cool”

Me:“babe”

Vuyani:“myheart”

Me:“thethreeofusloveyou”hewentsilentfora

fewseconds

Vuyani:“Iloveyouall,pleasedrivewellwithmy

children”hehungupvuyaniwasn’taffectionatewith

SfundoIwastryingtochangethatIwasmakinghim

getusedtosayingIloveyoutoSfundoandgetting

himtospendtimewithhimthisoneweekendIsent



themtowildcoastjustthetwoofthemSfundowas

sohappywhentheycameback.

.

#fezeka

*

*

helookedatmewithasmileonhisfacehewason

topofmeusinghiselbowstoholdhisweightwe

hadjustfinishedmakinglove

Baya:“youbeautiful”

Me:“amI?”

Baya:“youknowyouare”

Me:“wellthankyoumylove”

Baya:“IthinkI’mgettinghardagain”

Me:“getoffmebayanda”hepulledoutandgotoff



melaughinghelaidnexttome

Baya:“yousostingy”

Me:“andyougreedy”

Baya:“IpaidloboloforyouIgettohaveyouasmuch

asIwant”

Me:“youwishI’llpayyoubackyourstupidlobolo”he

chuckledandpeckedmycheek

Baya:“I’llgomakebreakfast”

Me:“tellyourkidstocomeupsotheycanbathI’m

suretheyupnow”

Baya:“yesma’am”hegotoffthebedworehispjs

andleftIgotupmadethebedwenttoLisa’sroomI

madeherbedshegotinwhenIwasopeningthe

window

Me:“gobath”

Lisa:“okaymommy”Ilefthergoingtothebathroom



wenttoManson’sroom foundhim playingwithhis

toys

Me:“bathtimeManson”

Manson:“mytummyissoremommy”

Me:“didLisamakeyoucocopops”henodded“so

younothungry”

Manson:“imnot”Iwalkedtohimfeltifhehasfever

ornothewasokay

Me:“howaboutwebathfirstokaythennapalittle”

Manson:“okay”Igavehimabathgavehimpanado

hefellasleep.FewhourslaterIwasinthekitchenI

heardhim scream from hisnurserythroughthe

monitorIranupstairstakingtwostairsatthesame

timeIhadjustgonedownstairstofixlunchforthe

kidsthenannywasoffthatweekend

Me:“okaymommyishereTj”Itookhimhushinghim



Igavehimhisbottlehesuckedonitfordearlifemy

sonlookedmorelikeoupathanbayandaIfedhim

untilhewentbacktosleepIputhiminhiscotthen

wentdownstairsIcontinuedmakinglunchcalled

LisaandMansontocomeeatinthekitchenItook

bayandaandmine’stotheloungewherehewas

watchingsoccer

Me:“food”

Baya:“thankyoulove”Isatnexttohimchangedthe

channelto cartoon network “butbaby Iwas

watching”

Me:“you’vebeenwatchingthisthewholetime”Isat

properlyputtingmyfeetonhislaphesuckedonmy

toeIpulleditawaylaughing“that’sdirty”hetooka

huge bite of his wors rolland moaned in

appreciation

Baya:“thankyou”



Me:“youmostwelcomeMrJames”

Baya:“you’vebeenhappythewholeday”

Me:“whywouldn’tIbehappy?I’m marriedtothe

mostamazingmanandwehavebeautifulchildren”

hesmiledandmouthedIloveyou

Baya:“wanttohaveanotherbabyTjisoldnow”

Me:“Tjisnoteventwo”

Baya:“hewillbetwoinfewmonths”

Me:“youwantanotherbaby?”

Baya:“yeahthenwecanbedoneandraiseour

children”

Me:“fourkidsbayanda”

Baya:“whynot?Iwantaseconddaughter”

Me:“letmethinkaboutit”hesmiled

Baya:“IloveyoufezIreallydo”



Me:“IknowBaya”hepinchedmyleg“hey!”

Baya:“sayyoulovemeback”Ishookmyhead

laughing“fezeka!”

Me:“IloveyouIloveyouokay”

Baya:“okay”

Me:“geeseyousuchanadolescent”

Baya:“I’mstill9yearsyoungerthanyou”Irolledmy

eyes

Me:“fuckyou”

Baya:“youwishyouwouldshamemydickisresting

today”Ichuckled

Me:“youhavenoshame”

Baya:“youlovemethisway”

Me:“Idonot”thekidscamebackfromthekitchen

Baya:“youfull?”TheynoddedandsatdownIgotoff



Bayatookourplatestothekitchenthenjoinedmy

familywewatchedcartoonsIlookedatmyfamily

andfeltasenseofunexplainablehappinessGod

knowswewerenotperfectandwewereablended

familybutwedefinitelylovedeachother

Unconditionallove

Insert52
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^
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Iwatchedasmydaughterwalkedtowardsme

looking absolutelygorgeousin a powered pink

barbiedressandatiaraholdingherbrother'shand

wholookedjustlikeherwearingablackthreepiece



suithisblondehairfallingtohisfacemylittleTroy

wasjustthreeassoonashesawmeheyankedhis

handoffpenny'sandrantomeeveryonelaughed

pennythecontrolfreaklookedfrustratedpennywas

justlikemymomevenherattitudeshehadturninto

abeautifulyoungladyatjust12

Troy:"daddylookatme"

Me:"youlookhandsomechap"

Troy:"thankyou"Ikissedhischeekthentookhimto

zama"grannyIlookhandsome"

Zama:"yesyoudochap"shetookhim"youalsolook

handsomeBandile"Iwinkedather

Me:"thankmom"shechuckled

Zama:"don'tmakemeswearyouonyourwedding"I

chuckledandwalkedbacktostandinmyplacejust

asbridesmaidwerecomingout



bayanda:"2ndtimeisacharm"hewasstanding

behindmeasmybestman

Me:"isn'titthirdtimeisacharm"welaughed

Baya:"nomoregettingmarriedlittlebroyouwasting

ourmoney"

Me:"voestekitourparentsmoneynotyours"he

smackedmyhead

Baya:"don'tsayvoestektome"

Me:"don'tmakemebeatyourassinfrontofall

thesepeopleespeciallyyourwifeandkids"

Baya:"whatever"themusicchangedIclearedmy

throatasmywifetobecameoutthehallwaywith

herfatherBayasqueezedmyshoulder

Me:"shelooksfuckingbreathtakinglybeautiful"they

walkedtowardsus

Baya:"gogetherkidgogetyourunconditionallove"



Ismiledandwalkedtowardsthem

B'sdad:"Iwon'tsaythisagainTuckermakemy

daughterhappyalways"

Me:"foraslongaswebothshallleave"henodded

andkissedBeth'sforeheadItookherarm"youlook

sogorgeousbabe"shegiggledandwewalkedtothe

priestheopenedupascriptureafterthatwehadto

exchangeourvows

Beth:"God knows we've had our trials and

tribulationstherewasatimewherewedidn'thavea

chanceatallwherewelivedindifferentworlds.I've

lovedyoufor17yearseventhoughtherewereyears

whereIwasn'tinlovewithyouIstilllovedandI

neverstoppedlovingyouTuckerIthinkhadIfought

harderforuswewouldn'thavespentthoseyears

apartbutthenI'm alsogladwedidbecauseitjust

madeusappreciateeachothermoreandfightfor



eachotherasifourlivesdependonit.Iloveyou

Tuckeryouandourbeautifulchildrenaremylife.I

vowtoloveyoueachandeverydayasifitourlast

dayonearth,Ivowtobefaithfultoyouandourlove,

tohonorandcherishyoualways,torespectyouand

keepyouhappyforaslongaswebothshalllive"I

heldherchinkissedhertearingeyesfirstthengave

herasoftpeckbeforerubbingmynoseonhers

Me:"youmakemesohappy"Iwhispered"Iloveyou

somuchBethanyIdon'tknowwhatIwasthinking

lettingyougoItrulydon'tbutI'mgladIgotyouback.

I'vebeensuchaterribleboyfriendandhusbandto

youbutyoustillherebabeIknowIdon'tdeserveyou

butIalsoknow thatIdon'twanttolivemylife

withoutyouIknowthatnow.We'vebeenthroughso

muchIdon'tregretanybadthingthatwewent

throughbecauseitonlymadeusstrongerallthe

things thatpushed us apartbroughtus back



together.You've given two mostadorable little

blondebabies"shegiggled"IloveyouBethany

there'snotevensandsontheseatodescribejust

howmuchIloveyouyou'vebeensostrong,believe

mepeopleitnoteasytoloveaJamesman"Ihearda

coupleofgirlyvoicessayingyeahtheotherguests

laughed"ittrulynotbutyou'velovedmeandfought

forusforourloveourfamily.Everymandeservesa

strongwomanlikeyou.Ivowtolove,honor,respect,

protect,befaithfultoyouandourlovealways,Ivow

to keep you happy show you appreciation

throughouteverything.IloveBethanyourloveistrue

andunconditional"Iwipedhertears

Priest:"whatGodhasmadenomancandestroyI

nowpronounceyouhusbandandwife,youmaykiss

yourbride"Iheldthebackofherneckandkissedher

deeplywhileeveryonestoodupandstartedclapping

hands.



Iputherdownafterweenteredourhotelroom we

wereinLondonforourhoneymoon

Beth:"I'mgonnatakeabaththenslipintosomething

sexyforyouhubby"Ismiledandheldherwaistshe

putherarmsaroundmyneck

Me:"eveninsweatpantsandtanktopyoustilllook

sexywifey"shestoodonhertoesandgavemea

softpeck

Beth:"Ican'tbelievewehere"Ialsocouldn'tbelieve

itIneverthoughtwewouldgethere.Itwasabout

fouryearsbackwhenBellaandIbrokeupshefound

ajobincapetownwetriedmakingitbutBethandI

werespeedinglotoftimetogetherIfoundmyself

missingmylifewithherIfoundmyselffallingforher

alloveragainIwouldlookatherandseethe

BethanyIfirstmetatgatewayinjustbumshortsthe

innocentBethanythatIturnedintoawoman,amom



andawifetheBethanythathadstayedwithme

through everything we started dating and Troy

happened,Bellabrokeupwithme

Me:"I'msogladyoucamebacktome"

Beth:"youmyhappilyeverafteryouknowthat"Iheld

herassliftingherupwekissedgoingtothebed

whereIlaidherdowngentlythentookoffhertank

topshewasn'twearingabraherbreastsstoodall

pinkandhard"youdon'twantmetochange"

Me:"tonight.Ineedtomakelovetomywiferight

now"shepulledoffmyt-shirt

Beth:"youwantme"

Me:"youknow it"shehookedherfingersonthe

waistbandonmyjoggersandpushedthem downI

satbacktookoffmysneakersthentookthemoffI

pulleddownhersweatpantsshewaswearingapink

lacethongIkissedherlegsgoingupuntilIreached



herpussyIsoftlybititshemoanedIheldherthong

withmyteeththenpulleditoffherwhilestaringat

hereyesthatwereburningwithdesire"youlookso

hotbabe"

Beth:"sodoyou"Iranmyfingertipsonherthighs

grazingitasIwentbacktoherfacewekissed

deeplywhilemyfingersplayedwithherwetpussy

Me:"IlovehowyoualwaysreadyformeBeth"

Beth:"itwhatyoudotome"Ikissedherjawline

goingtoherneckdowntoherbreastsleavingbite

marksalloverherbodywhichbelongedtomeI

wantedanyonewhosawhertoseeshewasmarked

toseethatsheismineandthistimearoundnothing

wascomingbetweenus.Whenmytonguemade

contactwithherpussyhermoansgotloudershe

grabbedmyhairpushingmyfacetogodeeperinher

Iateheruplightlybitingherclituntilsheexplodedin



mymouthIbitherthighsgoingbacktoherfacewe

kissedsheindicatedthatshewantstobeontopsoI

rolledusovershelookedatmewithasmile

Me:"hiwifey"shegiggled

Beth:"hihubby"shekissedmybodygoingwhile

playingwithmyalreadythrobbingdickuntilshegot

ittoitatfirstsheplayedwithitteasingmelicking

thetipuntilshesuckedhalfofitallindeepthroating

herselfwhenhertonguetwirledaroundmydick

whileshegrabbedmyballsIcriedoutlikeabitch

shelookedatmeallinnocentlyIshookmyhead

Me:"fuckbaby"shekeptgoingitdidn'ttakemeto

shootmyloaddeepinthroatshesuckedmeharder

untilIwasdryshecametomyfacewithacocky

smile"Ifuckingloveyou"

Beth:"Iknowyoudo"wekissedwhilesheplayed

withmysemiharddickuntilitwasashardasarock



IrolledusoversheopenedherlegswiderIlookedat

herperfectlywaxedpussyalloutintheopenwith

herorgasmstillvisibleIslowlyslideinhertighthot

cuntopenedupstretchingformeherbackarched

hereyesrollingbackasIwentdeeperanddeeper

untilIwasallin.Ipushedbackherhairandkissed

herforehead

Me:"IloveyouBethanyJamesandI'mnevergoing

tohurtyouagainIswearonourchildren'slivesI'm

oldernowIknowwhatIwantandhowtokeepit"I

watchedhertearwithmythumb

Beth:"IloveyouTucker"Istartedmovingslowly

pouringallmyloveintomymovementsIhadher

againIdefinitelywasn'tgoingtoletgo.

.
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"Mommycomeon!!"Mydaughterscreamedpulling

mydressIwasinthekitchencheckingonmyson's

bottleinfridgeitwasstillhot

Me:"sihlewait"shestompedonthefloorhardI

wincedthinkingaboutthepainshemusthavefeltat

just6yearsshehadatemperlikeherfather's"stop

hurtingyourselfNosihle!"Shefloodedherarmson

herchest

Sihle:"areyoucomingornotmother?!"

Me:"I'm goingtotakeabeltandwhipyourlittle

behind"notthatIcouldeverdothathertearskilled

mebutshewasbeyondspoilt

Vuyani:"noonewillbewhippingmydaughterorI'll

gocrazy"hewalkedinthekitchencarryingSimpiwe

whohadjustturned1lastmonth"comeoutsidemy

heart"



Me:"what'sgoingon"

Sihle:"justcomemommy"Iwipedmyhandswiththe

washclothwewentoutfoundSfundosittingona

newcarbonnetholdingpapers

Me:"what'sgoingon"hejumpeddownandwalked

tomeeventhewayhesteppedscreamedI'm

vuyani'sson,hegavemethepapersandIscreamed

jumpingalittle"youdidit!!"Igavemeahughe

kissedmyhead

Sfundo:"ofcourseIdidmomI'myourson"wepulled

apartIheldhischeeksasmuchashewastallerthan

menowhewasstillmylittleboy

Me:"I'msoproudofyou"hehadgottenhislicense

"dadboughtyouacar"henoddedIlookedatvuyani

"thankyou"

Vuyani:"thoughtyouweregoingtogivemeahard

timefornotdiscussingitwithyou"



Me:"I'vebeentellingyoutobuyhimacar.Wegoing

tocelebratewehavetocelebrate"

Sihle:"yes!!"Sfundotookher

Vuyani:"wealwayscelebratingI'msotired"

Sihle:"ha.adaddy"Ichuckledbecausewecelebrated

almosteverythingandanythingmykidslikedgoing

out

Vuyani:"I'm goingbacktotheoffice,I'llseeyou

later"hegavemesimpiwe

Me:"I'llmissyou"

Vuyani:"I'llbebackbeforeyouevenrealizeI'm

gonnaIhaveonemoremeetingthenI'llcomehome"

heheldmychinandwekissed"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyou"hekissedSimpiwe'sforehead

Vuyani:"loveyoukid"theothertwohadwentinside

thehousehegotinhiscaranddroveoffwewaved



untilthecardisappearedhewasworkingatmy

dad'scompanydadhadretiredandhemadevuyani

ceoheeasedintothepositionasifitwasmadefor

him ChristianmovedtoAbuDhabitotakecareof

thebusinessthatsidewhilewemovedbackhome

whensihlewasayearoldafterwehadgotten

marriedSfundostruggledalittlewithfittinginbut

beforetheyearendedhewasokay.Igotinthe

kitchenfoundthesetwohavingicecreamwithdad

Me:"daddyyouknowSihleshouldn'teaticecream

beforedinner"

Sihle:"celebrating mommy"shespokewithher

mouthful

Me:"notwithicecreambeforedinner"

Dad:"dowhatyoucamehereforandleaveusalone"

IshothimadeadIhadlostmydaddyfromtheday

NosihlewasbornatfirstithurtbutIgotusedtoit



vuyanimademegetusedtoitSihlecameasagift

evenmyparentsneeded.Itookmyson'sbottlewent

outgoingtothetvroom whereIwaswatchingt.v

withmom

Mom:"hisup"

Me:"yeah"

Mom:"givememybabyI'llfeedhim"Igaveherthe

babythensatdown

Me:"Sfundopassedhislicense"

Mom:"that'samazingvuyanineedstobuyhimacar

I'msurehistiredofbeingdrivenaroundtoevensee

hisgirlfriend"

Me:"mysondoesnothaveagirlfriend!!"Mom

laughed

Mom:"hisagoodlookingyoungmanandevery

stylishhisgoingtocollegenextyearbelievemehe



hasagirlfriend"

Me:"hedoesnot"Istoodupwalkedtothekitchen

withmom followingbehindmelaughingtheywere

stillhaving ice cream "Sfundo do you have

somethingtotellme?!"

Sihle:"ohohyouintrouble"

Sfundo:"whatdidIdomom"

Dad:"let'sgoprincess"dadsqueezedhisshoulder

"goodluckson"theywalkedout

Mom:"Alexiayouoverreacting"

Me:"leavemealonewithmyson"sheraisedher

handupandwalkedout

Sfundo:"whateveritisthatIdidI'msorrymomjust

don'tcryplease"

Me:"youhaveagirlfriend"hiseyespoppedout

Sfundo:"what?"



Me:"youheardme"

Sfundo:"Iwasgoingtotellyou"

Me:"IthoughtwewerecloseSfundoIthoughtwe

spokeabouteverything"

Sfundo:"wearewedomomIwasgoingtotellyouI

swearIwasgoingtotelljustthatiknowyouIknow

youweregoingtooverreactmom"

Me:"soIoverreact?Nowthatyouhaveagirlfriend

youthinkIoverreactisshetheonefeedingyouthis

nonsense"

Sfundo:"Mommyplease"

Me:"Sfundoyougotagirlfriendandyoudidn'ttell

me,doesyourdadknow?"Henodded"Sfundo"I

don'tknowwhybutIcouldfeelmytearsblindingmy

vision

Sfundo:"youseemomthisisexactlywhyIdidn'ttell



younowyoucrying"

Me:"I'm notcrying!"Iwipedmytears"telltocome

fordinner"IwalkedoutthekitchenIwalkedtomy

room whiledialingvuyanihewasn'tpickingupI

calledStanhisassistant

Stan:"MrsMkhize"heanswered

Me:"whereismyhusband"

Stan:"inameetingma'am shouldIpullhim out"I

sighed

Me:"noit'sokaythankyou"

Stan:"yesma'am"Iwenttomyroomtookanap.

IwaswokenupbyvuyanitakingoffmypantiesI

rubbedmyeyes

Vuyani:"helloMrsme"heswepthistonguethrough

mypunani

Me:"aahbaby"Iheldhisearshetookoffmydress



andpulledmetothecornerofthebedhepushed

downhispantsalongwithboylegandsankintomeI

heldthesheetsgrabbingithard

Vuyani:"I'msorry"

Me:"hhu?"Hepulledbackandslammedintome

hard

Vuyani:"Sfundotoldmewesorry"Iwasaboutto

startyellingwhenheslammedintomeharderhe

fuckedmesenselesslyafteramajorclimaxwelaid

onthebedcuddling"Iloveyousnenhlanhla"

Me:"Iloveyouvuyani"

Vuyani:"Sfundoisreallyupsetthathemadeyoucry"

Me:"youbothmademecryyoukeptthisfromme"

Vuyani:"hewasgoingtotellyou"

Me:"whenvuyani"

Vuyani:"whenhewasready"



Me:"hisjustababy"

Vuyani:"his17IhadmyfirstgirlfriendwhenIwas11

brokemyvirginityat10"

Me:"Ididn'task"IgotoffthebedlefthimlaughingI

wenttoshowerhejoinedmewetookashowergot

outgotdressedjustasIwastyingmybraids

someoneknockedIwenttoopenitwasSfundo

holdingabunchofrosesandaboxofchocolates

withashysmileonhisface

Sfundo:"I'msorrymom"Itookmythingssmeltthe

roses

Me:"whoboughtthese?"

Sfundo:"Iboughtthem whenIwenttopickup

Autumn"

Me:"isthathername"henodded"isdinnerset

already"



Sfundo:"theyweresettingit"

Me:"I'm coming"hekissedmycheekandturnedI

closedthedoor

Vuyani:"whoamIkilling?"Heaskedassoonashe

sawtheroses

Me:"Sfundo"hechuckledandputonhisallstarsI

finishedupwewalkeddownstairsfoundeveryone

sittingbythefireplacehavingdrinkswithsihleon

dad'slapSfundostoodupfrom thecouchhewas

sittingonwithhisgirlfriendIassumed

Sfundo:"mom uhm thisAutumn"shestoodupshe

wastinyandlightskinnedbutshewasAfrican

American

Autumn:"Mrmkhizeit'sanhonortomeetyou

ma'am"Ismiled

Me:"welcometothefamily"shesmiledIwentover

tovuyanisatnexttohim hekissedmyhead.We



stayedwaitingfordinneroverstupidjokesIlooked

aroundandfeltpeaceandjoyvuyaniandIfoughtso

muchtohavewhatwehavewefoughtlotofpeople

andwewerereadytoloseeveryonejusttobe

togetherandyearslaterwewereatourhappiest

withourfamilyandourlovewasstillburningasit

didallthoseyearsback.Whenloveistrueand

unconditionalitbound to happen and survive

regardlessofeverythingandanything.

.
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Me:"cometomommy"herantomeandfellbut

quicklygotupandranwithhistongueoutBayawas

takingavideo"comeonlubanzicometomommy"

hefinallygottomeIliftedhimupandkissedhimall



overhisfacehegiggledsweetlyhewas14months

andwasjustlearningtorunBayacametousand

madethecamerafaceus

Baya:"ourlittlerunner"hekissedmeafterkissing

him"youdidsogoodlittleBanzi"hegiggledsweetly

clappinghishandsIlookedoverthebasketballcourt

LisaMansonandTjwereplayingcarsitwasa

ChristmaspresentfromBrianaminicooperforLisa

andLamborghinisfortheboys.Iwasatmymost

happiestmyfamilywascompleteBayaandIwere

moreinlovethanever

Me:"hissuchagoodboy"Iplayedwithhishair

Baya:"yesheis"

Me:"weshouldgobeforewegetlate"

Baya:"I'mnotinthemoodanymoreIlikeourbubble"

Me:"sodoI"wehadshutthewholeworldoutwe

likeditwhenitwasjustusandourchildrensoon



weekendsweswitchedoffourphonessentthe

nannyhomeandjustbonded"Iloveyoubayanda"he

tookBanziandputhimdownthenheldmywaist

Baya:"Iloveyousweetcheeks"Ismiled"Iloveyou

somuch"wekissedslowlyforalongtimewhenwe

pulledapartthekidslaughedLisahadbeentakinga

videoofusBayajustchuckled

.
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Iwaswokenupbyshoutingcomingfrom the

bathroom IsatupandlisteneditwasBriannaand

herdaddythelittledivahadtohavethingsherway

ornowayIgotoffthebedwenttothebathroom

Brianna:"nodadano!Mamadoesn'ttiemyhairlike



this"IwantedtolaughbutIdidn'thewastryingtotie

herhairintotwobunsbutwasfailingmiserably

Brian:"butBriannathisishowmamadoesit"she

startedcryinghepickedherup"okayokayI'msorry

angeldadaissorry"

Brianna:"Itoldyoutowakeupmamasoshecando

myhair"

Brian:"mamaistiredshesleptlate"shewipedher

tears

Brianna:"whydidmamasleeplate?"Briancleared

histhroatIknowhewasn'tabouttotellour6year

olddaughterthatIsleptlatebecausewemadelove

forhoursuntilthesuncameout

Brian:"wellshewasn'twell"sheopenedhertinyeyes

infear

Brianna:"mamaissick?"Heshookhishead



Brian:"nononojustaheadacheshe'sokaynow"

Brianna:"canwewakeherupnow dada"Brian

sighed

Brian:"okay"theyturnedandsawme

Brianna:"mama!"

Me:"hey"Itookher

Brianna:"dadaisruiningmyhair"

Brian:"aahBrianna!"Shegiggledandhideherface

onmyneck

Me:"whydidn'tyouaskyoursisterorgrandma"

Brianna:"Ameliasaidshedoesn'thaveenergy"I

chuckledwhileBrianlookedfrustratedAmeliawas

10andsheherselfwasadivawhodidn'tlikepeople

especiallyherlittlesisterIsatherdownonthesink

andtiedherhair"thankyoumama"shekissedmy

cheekIputherdown



Brian:"goodmorningmylove"Iwalkedtohim we

kissed

Me:"goodmorning"heputhishandonmypunaniI

waswearinghist-shirt

Brian:"youswollen,howyoufeeling?"

Me:"nothingabathcan'tfix"

Brian:"I'llfillupthetub"

Me:"okay"Ilefthim fillingitupwenttomakethe

bedwetookabathIputonhist-shirtandleggings

wentdownstairslefthimmakingcallstohishospital

checkingonthingsIfoundmom inthekitchen

"morningmom"Ikissedhercheek

Mom:"magcina"

Me:"youallhadbreakfast"

Mom:"yesyoursisinthemicrowave"

Me:"thankyou"Iwalkedtothemicrowavewarmed



ourfood

Mom:"whattimeisyourbrothercomingover"

Me:"Ithinkaround11becauseBriansaidweleaving

at12"weweregoingtoSpainforouryearlyretreat

theguysanduscouplesthingweweregoingto

meetSneandvuyanithere,MbaliandSiyawere

drivingdownfromjhbtoherewiththeirbeautifulson

Aphiwetheystayedinsandhurt,EthanandSarah

werealsogoingtoflywithusalongwithsisiphoand

mpilo

Mom:"okay"Briancamedownwehadbreakfast

whiletalkingtomomweweregoingtoleavefortwo

weeksleavingherhereinchargewiththehelpof

Thembekastheandmbisowereinvarsityincape

town.AfterbreakfastIwenttopackourbagsthenI

changedintojeansandt-shirtIwastyingmyweave

whenMbaliflew intheclosetwescreamedand



huggedeachotherjumping

Me:"boo"

Mbali:"Intheflash"webabykissed"youlook

gorgeous"

Me:"I'mhappy"

Mbali:"maybeyoupregnant"welaughed

Me:"missmewiththatshitI'mdonethesethreeare

enough"

Mbali:"let'sgoeveryoneishere"

Me:"okay"Itookmyhandbagwenttocheckonmy

kidsMarcelwasinhisroom playingvideogames

andAmeliawasbusychattingtoGodknowswhoon

heriPadIfoundBriannadownstairswithAphiweI

kissedthemgoodbyejustasIsteppedoutBrianwas

abouttogetin

Brian:"Icametogetyou"



Me:"missme?"HechuckledandheldmywaistI

droppedmyhandbag

Brian:"Ialwaysmissyouwhenyounotaroundme"

Me:"Iloveyoumonwabisi"

Brian:"Iloveyouzamagcina"wekisseddeeplyhe

heldmyneckpushinginhistongueashepouredhis

allintothatkissIgotflashbackofalltheyears

we've spenttogetherhow much we've grown

togetherhowmuchwemakeeachotherhappyand

howunconditionalourloveis

******************THEEND*****************

.

#Amelia

*

*

IwasboredathomeMarcelandIwerewatchingtv



mamawasoutwithBriannaIhavenoideawhere

dadawas

Me:"I'msoboredMarcellet'stakeawalk"

Marcel:"no,godothataccountinghomeworkwe

haveI'llcopyyours"

Me:"hellnaw"hechuckledwewereingrade11

Marcel:"comeonnerd"

Me:"yousuchabore"Istoodup

Marcel:"younotsteppingoutofthegatedressed

likethat"Ilookedatmyleggingsandlowcutvests

withslippersmyweavewastiedintoamessybun

Me:"Ilookgood"

Marcel:"gochangethosetightsbeforeIcalldada"

Me:"whatever"Iranuptomyroom changedthe

leggingstoadenimminiskirtwhichdidwondersfor

myassIhadmymother'sbodyItookmyiPodand



leftlisteningtomusicsecurityopenedthegatefor

meIwalkedoutafterabout15minutesofmy

walkingIwasabouttoturnandheadbackhome

whenaPorschecayenneparkedinfrontofmeIwas

abouttowalkarounditwhenthedooropenedand

thedrivercameoutIwatchedashewalkedtome

lookingsogorgeousinblackskinnyjeansandwhite

t-shirthishaircutintoafadehishairwascurlyand

pitchblackwhenhegottomehesmiled

Him:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Him:"sorryifIfrightenedyouwithjustparkinglike

thatIcouldn'thelpmyself"Iraisedmyeyebrow"you

toobeautifulforwords"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"I'mSphe,SpheKhumalo"

Me:"AmeliaJames"Igavehim myhandfora



handshakebuthekisseditIcouldn'thelpbutblush

Sphe:"pleasuremeetingyoumissJames"


