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PROLOGUE

AFEW YEARSAGO

IpulledoverinmyGusheshe,theclassicoldBMW

cars.Minewasbronzeincolour.

Boneandtheotherspulledupbehindme.Wewere

inadesertedarea,onewheretherewasn'talotof

crowdtodrawattention.

Kush'enyei-sound,ziyawakumnandi

Kukhuphuk'idust,kantingubani?

Ungathukisan',ng'hambanezam'

O'AchuzMacala,ugadeiVurVai

Insimbinay'iyasho,ngibhizingey'bham'

Sivitiz'ipati,kudabukei-sound

I-VIPyani?Sijaivanabantu



Sikhiph'ama-chanks,uyalazudaba

SizengeVurVai

Weallgotoutofthecars..Weareacrewof4guys.

Myself,Bandilebutknownas"Bone",Bagos,and

Mantsonga.Just4childhoodfriendsfrom thesame

Kasi,whotriedbyallmeanstomakesomethingof

ourselveswithnosuccess,soweresortedtothe

onlylifeguyslikeusknow.Theft.Westarteddoing

pettytheft,muggingetcuntilwedecidedtostretch

ourselvesbeyondourcapabilities.Todaywepulled

thebiggestheistofourlives,wetookdownafedility

truck.Duetothemesswehadcreated,weonlyleft

with400k.100keach.

Weinvolvedthecommunityofthatareatocreate

moremesswhenwecalledthem outfrom watching

topickupsomeofthecash,whichbecameaclean

gatewayforus...



Iwalkeduptothem...

Me:OoGabhadiya,Oonjandini,OoMotherfucken,

IzinjaZehlathi

Theyalllaughed..

Bone:Mbhem!

Me:SiyishayileMadoda(wedidit)

Bagos:chunekilevurvai(Wecreatedamess)

Mantsonga:ManjeshoniboNjandini,silibangisephi?

(Sowheretoofrom here)

Bone:MinaI'm usingthismoneytogochasemy

dream



Boneisgoodwithrap,alwayswantedtobearapper.

Thiswasthefirstandlastbiggestjobwe'vepulled,

weeachgotscottfreewith100k.That'snotmoney

foralifetimebutitwilldefinitelystartusoff..Sowe

couldstopdoingtheft..

I'm planningonopeningmyownEatery,combineit

withacarwash.Ibelieveitcanbecomegreat

successinEkasi,theKasivibe

Bone:ZinjaZehlathi..BoNjani,haikeMadoda

masihlukane(Boyslet'sgoourseparateways)

Boneandthem weregoingwiththemoney,Iwas

goingwiththeguns.WewillallmeetEkasi..

Iwalkedbacktomycar,allexcited.Ihavea

girlfriend,hernameisNtombifuthibutwecallher

"Futhi".Wehaveaoneyearoldbabyboyhisnameis



"Mpilo".WebothtryingtobegoodParents,Ihave

myownissueswithmyfatherandItrytobeagood

fathertomyown

Futhi'sfamilydoesn'treallylikeme,especiallynow

thatshe'sgoingtovarsitynextyear.Theydon'tlike

meandwhoIam,thinktheirDaughteriswaytoo

goodformeanddeservestobewithsomeonewho

isworthy.Sometimestheyevengivemeproblems

whenIwannaseemySon..

AsIwasdrivingthroughbacktothehood,Iwas

stoppedbythePolice.Iloweredthevolume..

Me:Fuck

Ipulledoverandwaitedforthem tocome,Ilowered

thewindow..



Me:AbakaSdlodlo(Officersofthelaw)

Police1:UnjaniMfo?(howareyou)

Me:kuyaphileka(I'm good)

Police1:LicenseNdonda

Igaveittohim..

Hetookitandthenwalkedaroundthecar,hecame

backagaintome..

Police1:NgicelauphumeNdoda(pleasecomeout

ofthecar)

Me:Sesiyaxabanayini?(Arewefighting)



Police1:Kudemfo,it'sjustroutinecheck

Igotout,hispartnerwasalreadystandingbythe

trunkofmycar..

Police1:VulaMfo(open)

Thiswasnothappening,it'snotsupposedtogolike

this..

Iopened,theysearchedthrough.Theyfoundthe4

Guns..

Police1:Yeeee?

Me:AyibukekingaleyoNdlela(It'snotwhatyouthink

itis)



Police2:It'sillegalfirearmsright?

Hispartnerwascoloured..

Police2:Aheistwaspulledafewhoursago,Ihope

thesegunswon'tlinkyoutotheheist

TheotherPolicemantookouthiscuffs..

Police1:KantimfanaomdalasesiyoyixoxaePolice

station(Wegoingtotalkatthepolicestation)

Iwasfucked...

MynameisVukaniNtuli(Vuks),thisismystory.



.
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VUKANI

[PRESENTDAY]

Thedooropened,Iwalkedin.Shewassittingatthe

tablejustashowshedoeswhenshecomestosee

me..Can'tbelieveit'sbeen5yearsalreadysinceI've

beenlockedup..

Whathelpedmefrom aharshprisonsentencewas

thatwedidn'tusethoseguns,noonewasshotwe

justtiedtheGuardsup.Ididn'thavethemoneywith

mesothatalsohelped,theycouldn'tpinmetothe

heistsoIgot5yearswithnopossibilityofParolefor

thepossessionofillegalfirearms.Thegoodnewsis

thatIdidmytime,andIwasgettingreleasednext

week..



IsmiledatherasIwalkedovertoher,shesmiled

backatme..Isatdownandlookedather,shestill

kepthersmilebutshelookeddown..

Me:Nana

Shelookedatme..

Me:Unjani?(howareyou)

Futhi:I'm goodwenaunjani?(howareyou)

Me:Ngigrand

Soshedidgotovarsity,dida3yearcourseand

graduated.ShedidsomecourseinDentistry,forgot

whatitis.MySonisnow6yearsold,shecomes

withpicturesofhim from timetotime.Ididn'twant

him cominghere,didn'twanthim toseemelikethis

andinhere...Mpilohasnevervisitedme

ThePolicewantedtocutmeadeal,itwas4gunsso

theyaskedmewhomyaccompliceswereandwhat



weweregoingtodowiththeguns.SinceBoneand

them hadthemoney,Snitchingwasgoingtoresult

tousbeingpinnedtotheheist.Weweregoingtodo

serioustimesoItookonefortheteam.

Outoftheother2,Boneismybestfriend.Injayam'

andwithmyshareofthemoney.Heboughtme

protectionaroundhereandalsousedsometo

supportmykidforme.Iknowhewentoverboard

andusedhismoneytootohelpme.100kwasn't

goingtodomejusticeformy5yearsentence.I

haven'tseenhim in3years,hestoppedvisitingonly

becausehe'sabigshotnowandalwaysbusy.He

didrealizehisdream ofbeingarapper.Theveryfirst

songIheardfrom him was"Vukani"playeditforme

whenhecameonce,asmuchasitconnectsyouto

yourancestorsandrootsbuthetitleditVukani,in

dedicationtome.

Futhi:Soyougettingoutnextweek?

Me:Kunjalo(that'strue)



Shesmiled..

Me:Ican'twaittoseemySonFuthi

Futhi:Vukswhatareyougoingtodowhenyouget

out?

Me:Idon'treallyknow

Shenodded..

Me:I'llthinkofsomething,nguwunjandini,inja

yehlathi

Futhi:Solongit'snotillegal,you'velost5yearsof

yourlifeinhere

Me:Iknow..Iam notaboutthatlifeanymore,Idon't

wannaloseoutonmySon'slife

Futhi:That'strue

Me:Youtoldhim aboutme?

Futhi:Everyday

Ismiled..

Me:Thankyou,Iknowit'shardforyoubutthankyou.

Iappreciateit



Futhi:Justcomehome

Me:I'm cominghomeNana

BANDILE(BONE)

Me:"NgidlalengeNkothabazebavumeyimina

unjandini,phelaumculoung'phakelilengenalutho

eFridgini.Manjengijimaphez'kwesiqusakithi

esikhaliseiningi,abaningibathingicij'impi

ngiyinkunziexak'belusi.Ibutholiyabuzakuliphi?

Uboqaphelauzung'yisusi,ngazengibizeiGeneral

intlosoukulidumisaemini"

Iwasinthestudiorecordingmymostawaitedsong

"Kwazet"featuringMahotelaQueens..

AfterourheistandlearningthatVuksgotarrested.It

wasahugewakeupcallforme,hadthedarkcloud

alsohungonme.Icould'vebeentheredoing5years

tooormore..Iinvestigatedwhathappened,andit



wasaclassiccaseofbadluck.Theroutehetook,

wasinfestedbycopswhowereinvestigatingthe

heist.Iam relievedthattheydidn'thavesufficient

evidencetolockhim upfortheheist..

AfterthatwholeincidentIwentdownKznlivedthere

forawhileandchasingmydream,thenaftermy

Mother'sdeathIhadtocomebackdownto

JohannesburgseeingI'm theonlyboyoutof2girls.

MyMotherwasaspiritualperson,mybeingthechild

whogotthegiftIhadtocomebackandliveinher

house..

Lifeformehereisokay,it'snotbadasIthoughtit

wouldbe.ImetagirlbythenameofNangomso

(Soso)awhilebackwhenIfirstgothere,butour

connectionwasshortlived.Shehadproblemsofher

owntodealwithsowehadtogoourseparateways..

Ialsoownabarnow,it'ssituatedhereinthehood.

It'sagoodplanB.Vukaniiscomingbacknextweek,



Idon'tknowhowI'm goingtofacehim becauseIdid

somethingthatmademetoevenstopvisitinghim..

FUTHI

Igotinthecaraftermyvisit.Isighedandtookmy

ringfrom mybagandputiton.

AlothappenedafterVukanigotarrested.Hisfriend

Bone,helpedfinanciallytakecareofMpiloandthat's

whenaromanticrelationshipstartedbetweenus.I

wenttoschooltostudyDentalTherapy,bythenwe

werejuststillfriendsandhewasthereforMpilo.A

fatherthatmySonneverhad.

AfterIgraduatedthat'swhenwestartedour

relationshipfully,thatwaslike2yearsago.Ayear

afterintherelationshiphepaidlobola,boughtmea

ringthenMpiloandImovedinwithhim..



He'sagreatFathertomySon,wastherewhenMpilo

wasyoungandatmyhousetheylovehim fortaking

upsucharesponsibilityandmorethathe'saself

mademan..

Iwipedmytears..

Ididn'tknowhowtobreakituptoVukani,Inever

thoughtthisdaywouldcomewherehewouldget

released.Nowthatithascome,Iam notlooking

forwardtoit..IlovedVukanibutnotanymore,Ifellin

lovewithsomeoneelseIchoseBone.Idon'tknow

howVukaniisgoingtorecievethosenews..

VUKANI(VUKS)

TheyputmeinalessdangerouscellsinceI'm

gettingoutnextweek..

Takeitfrom me,Prisonisnotnice.Itbreakseven

thestrongestMan.Idon'tknowhowIsurvivedhere,



butI'm gratefulIdid..

Ican'twaittomeetmySon,andhavearelationship

withhim.HavingarelationshipwithMpiloismy

greatestgoalcurrentlythenI'llseewhattodonext,

butdefinitelyitwon'tbesomethingthat'sgoingto

putmebackhereanymore.I'm donewiththisplace..

Iwasbusymopingthefloors,Itookupcertain

responsibilitiesaroundheretokeepbusy.Itwasso

greattoknowthatI'llbegettingoutofherenext

week..

FuthitoldmethatBoneownssortofabarnow,I'm

proudmyhomeboydidgreat.HeinspiresmeandI

am alsovouchingtodogreatwhenIgetoutofhere..

FUTHI



Ilookedatthetime,itwas13:00.I'vebeenwaiting

forMpilo..

Heranstraighttomeandhuggedme,Iopenedthe

doorforhim atthebackandhegotin.Igotinatthe

front.IworkatourlocalhospitalasaDental

therapist.IwentandboughtmyselfaHyundaigrand

i10asmyfirstcar.It'sorangeincolour

I'm notinahurrytobuymyselfthemostexpensive

car,thisismyfirstcar..

Me:Howwasschool?

Mpilo:Good

He'singrade1.Mpiloisverysmarttakesafter

Vukani.NotthatI'm dumbbutVukaniwasvery

smartatschool,justlifeandnaughtinessgotinthe

wayandhegaveuponschool.Droppedoutingrade

10andwasfullyinvolveinthelifeofcrime..



Mpilo:CanIborrowyourphone?

Me:Mpilomyphoneisnotatoyforyoutoplayyour

games

Mpilo:Iknowbutifyoucouldbuymeaphone

Me:Youonly6khehla,youdon'tneedaphone

Iunlockedanditandgaveittohim..

Me:YouwannagotoWimpyforamilkshake?

Mpilo:Yespleasemommy

He'salsoveryrespectful,Bonemadesuretoraise

him tohavegoodmannersandrespect.

Mpilo:Daddyiscalling

Ifixedtherareviewmirror..

Mpilo:Daddy..I'm good..I..I'm from school..She's

heredriving..Okay..Seeyoulater..Iloveyoutoo..

OkayI'm givingittoher..



Itookit..

Me:Babakhe

Bone:Ntokazi

Me:I'm from seeinghim

Bone:Howdiditgo?

Me:He's..IlookedatMpilo..He'scomingoutnext

weekforreal

Bone:Andhowdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Me:Nervous,Scared..Vu-

IlookedatMpilo..

Me:Youknowhowcrazyheis

Bone:Wedidn'tdothisdeliberatelytohurthim

Me:IknowbutIfeelIshould'vetoldhim,Ijustdidn't

wannastresshim moreinthere

Bone:NgiyakuzwaNtokazi(Ihearyou)



Me:I'lltellhim whenhegetsreleased

Bone:Sobonakhonakeukuthiumfanaomdala

uzoyithathanjani(wewillseefrom therehowhe's

goingtotakeit)

Thiswasamess..Anuncalledformess!

.
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FUTHI

Beingpregnantandhavinga6yearoldonyour

nervesconstantlywasn'thelping..

Mpiloisnotevenahandfull,heistwohandsfull.

WhenheisathomehegetsmorenaughtysomuchI

can'thandleit,atleastwhenBoneisaroundhegets

lessirritating.

MyMotherhadcomeover,shecomesquiteoften..

Me:Ireallydidn'tthinkthatuVukaniwouldmakeit

outofjail,Ithoughthewasn'tgoingtomakeitto5

years

Ma:VukaniuselessFuthi,hedidthistohimself.He

candieinjailforallIcare



Me:JustworriedaboutMpilo

Ma:AsfarasMpilo'ssituationgoes.Utatakheis

BandilenotVukani.BandilewasthereforuMpilo,

Bandileisagreatinfluenceandarolemodelfor

Mpilo.Vukaniuyang'dinaangimufunikabi(Idon't

likehim)

Me:Itwasevenhardvisitingandhavingtohidethe

pregnancy

Ma:Idon'tknowwhyyoustillvisitedhim,youare

someone'swifenow.Youshouldn'tbeinvolvedwith

Vukani.Youshould'vetoldhim from dayonethat

youarenowsomeone'swife

Me:NotjustanyoneMa,hisbestfriend

Ma:FuthiVukanichosetoputhimselfinthis,why

doesyourlifehavetostopbecauseofhim?

Me:That'swhyIdon'twantdramawhenhecomes

Ma:Hehasnothingtolose,hehasalreadyruinedhis

life.Youhaveeverythingtolose,ifhetries

somethingsendhim backtojail..Simple!



VUKANI(VUKS)

Wewerehavingdinner..

Mbuso:Veleuyasishiyanextweek?

Ilookedathim andchuckled..

Me:It'sabouttime

Mbuso:Butoutofeveryoneyouhaditbetter,Imean

yourbabyMamawasalwaysvisiting

Me:I'm gladsheheldon,Ireallythoughtukuthishe

wasgoingtofindsomeoneelsebynow

Mbuso:Youthinkshehasn't?

Me:Idoubt..Imeanifshecomeseverydaytosee

me

Mbuso:Yayiwaar

FUTHI



MyMotherleft,afterafewminutesofherleaving

Bonemadehiswayin..Hefreshenedupsowecould

allhavedinner..

Bone:Howisworkgoing?

Me:Workisgoingwell,howisthesongcoming

together?

Bone:It'scomingtogetherwell

HeturnedtoMpilo..

Bone:Howisschoolgoing?

Mpilo:It'sgoingwell

Me:Mpilogoeatinyourroom

Hegotupandtookhisplate..

Bone:YouworriedaboutVukani?

Me:I'm worriedabouthim causingdrama,I

should'vetoldhim longtimeagoaboutus



Bone:EyyNtokazi,youhadyourreasonsbutifyou

toldhim thenornowitwouldn'tmakeadifference.

Vukanihasamindofhisown

Me:Whatarewegoingtodo?

Bone:Wearenotgoingtodoanything,ifVukani

doesn'twanttoacceptwhatishappeningthen

okwakhe

Me:Imeanhejusthadtogoandgethimselfinthis

mess,heneverevensaidwhywhyhehadthose

guns..Whathewasgoingtodowiththem

Hesighed..

Bone:I'm goingtobed

Hegotup..

IknowhegetsirritatedwhenIstarttalkingabout

Vukani..

VUKANI(VUKS)



Thenextdaywewentonwithourmorningroutine,

thenonmyphonecallrequestfortoday.Icalledmy

Mother..

Ma:I'm happyyoucominghomenextweek

Me:MetooMa

Ma:Justholdonforthisweek,don'tdoanything

thatwillmakeyounotleavethatplace

Me:Iwon't..Ipromise..Futhiwashereyesterday

Ma:Uthini?(whatdidshesay)

Me:Justtheusualvisiting,IjustwannaseemySon

whenIgetout

Ma:VukaniFuthineversaidanythingtoyouabout

anything?

Me:Anythinglikewhat?

Ma:Ican'tbelieveshehasn'ttoldyouanything

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Ma:She'sengagedtobemarriedtoBandile,when



theypaidLobolaforher.Herfamilycutoffcontact

withusconcerninguMpilobecausenowhebelongs

toBandile

Ilaughed..

Me:NaaMathatdoesn'tsoundright..Futhihasbeen

cominghereeveryday

Ma:She'sevenpregnant

Me:Youseriousaboutthis?

Ma:WhywouldIcreateaconversationtolie?Look

Vukaniwhenyoucomeoutpleaseleavethem alone.

Futhiukhohlakele(Futhiisevil)

Ihungup..

Warden:Next

Me:FaderIneedtomakeanotherphonecall

Warden:Youknowtherules

Cellmate:Ebabamove

Iturnedandlookedathim..



Me:Askies?

Cellmate:ShiftakusiphonekaMamakhole(Move

thisisnotyourMother'sphone)

Iwalkeduptohim,theWardenpulledmeback..

Warden:Doyoureallywannadothiswhenyou

gettingoutofherenextweek?

Iyankedmyarm from hisgrip..

Me:Idon'tevenhaveareasontobeoutthere

anymore

Iclickedmytongueandwalkedaway..

FUTHI

AsIwasbusyfillingouttheform formypatient,my

phonerang.Itwasaunsavednumber..

Me:Hello?



Voice:Futhi

ItwasVukani'sMother..

Me:Ma..

Her:WhydoyoukeeponvisitingmySonknowing

verywellukubayounowbelongtosomeoneelse?

Whyhaven'tyoutoldhim thetruth?Jongangoku

Vukanihastobereleasednextweekhadyoutold

him alongtimeagohewould'vehadtimetodeal

withit

Me:MaI'm sorry,I'm atworkandIdon'twannaget

intoitwithyou

Her:Youpreventingusfrom seeingourGrandson

andhavingarelationshipwithhim

Me:AsI'vesaid,I'm atworkMa

Ihungupandshookmyhead..

VUKANI(VUKS)

Ilaidonmybed,lookingathispicturewithtears



fillingmyeyes..

MpiloandFuthiarethereasonwhyI'veheldon,the

reasonwhyIcouldn'twaittogetoutofhere..

Whathurtsmoreisnotwhatshedid,buthowshe

diditwithmybestfriend.Bonetoo,howcanhedo

thiswhenwefriends?Childhoodfriends.Thisisthe

reasonwhyhestoppedvisiting,hefeltguilty..Idid

timetoprotectthecrewbuthegoesanddoesthis..

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI(VUKS)

AWEEKLATER

IcalledmyMotherbeforemyreleasetotellBagosto

fetchme,hedidpullupinataxi..

Me:Yeeewuweumuntuonakanje?(Isityou)

Bagos:Yimilomuntu(it'sme)

Me:Somatekisimanje?(youareataxidriver)

Bagos:Somatekisinjayami(I'm ataxiowner)

Weexchangeahandshakeandahug,thenwegot

in...



Bagos:Withmyshare,Istartedwithonetaxi.When

itwasontheroadIpaidtheremaininginstallment.

ThenIwentforthesecondone

Me:Tjerrrrnjayami

Bagos:That'swhyIwantyoutodrivemysecondtaxi,

myolddriverIfiredhim.Thetaxihasbeenparkedin

myyard,justuntilyougetsomething

Me:Kunjalomfwethu(that'sright)

Bagos:Manjeimpiloyangaphakathiinjani?Azange

bakudlaliseleemuva?(Howwaslifeontheinside,

theydidn'trapeyou)

Ichuckled..

Me:Cima(Don'tgothere)

(Silence)

Me:IwaarIndabayaleskhekhesaminoBone?(Isit

truethatFuthiandBone)

Bagos:EishNjayami,yazisathukasonkemfwethu



(Wewereallshocked)

Me:Entlekk'hambaniwhyngijwayelwaso?(whyam I

beingfuckedlikethis)

Bagos:Ntwanashiyalento,justfocusongetting

yourlifebacktogetheragain.Don'tfightfor

someonewhodoesn'twannabewithyou

Me:Ang'nandabanabo,mabang'gayeintwanayam (I

don'tcareaboutthem,theyshouldjustgivememy

child)

Bagos:NgekeaychuneuFuthileyonto(Futhiwon't

agree)

Iadjustedtheseat,thenplacedtheallstaragainst

thedashboard..

Me:Laphong'gqumisaisifebe,shayareunion

nabakubo(Iam goingtokillher)

Bagos:Ifit'sanyconsolation,uNtwanaumphethe

kahleuMpilo.Privateschoolndoda,agoodlife.



Me:Ang'sbhayiBagosngifunaiNtwanayam (Idon't

care,Iwantmychild)

FUTHI

Todaywastheday.Ididn'tevengotowork,alsoI

didn'tsendMpilotoschool..

Icouldn'tevensleep,Iwasscared.Vukanicanbe

crazy,hehasaloosescrew..

Mpilo:Mommywhydidn'tIgotoschool?

Me:ImakancaneMpilo(Waitaminute)

Mpilo:Areyousick?

Me:YesI'm sick..That'swhyIwantedyouhere

Mpilo:ShouldIgetyouaglassofwater?

Me:Juiceplease



Hekissedmeonmycheekandwalkedtothe

kitchen..

VUKANI(VUKS)

Hedroppedmeoffathome..

Bagos:Ngizok'bonajampas(I'llseeyoulater)

Me:Sharpeyami

Igotoutandlookedaround.Thisplacehasn't

changedmuchexceptforsomehouseswere

extendednow..

Iwalkedtothegateandopenedit,thenIwalked

downthepassage.Ididn'twannagetemotional,

been5yearssinceIwashere..

IsawmyLittlesisterdoinglaundry.Istoodthereand



lookedather..

Me:Stufuza!

Shestopped..Sheslowlyturnedaround,Iwas

disappointedatwhatIsaw.Shewaspregnant,

lookedlikeshewouldpopsoon..

Wemeteachotherhalfway..

Thando:Lookatyou,youlookproper

Tearsfellfrom her..

Thando:Ithoughtyouwould'velostweightbut..

Sheplacedherhandsonmyface..

Me:Andlookatyou

Iplacedmyhandonherbigtummy..

Me:Thatwasn'ttheplan,whathappenedtotheplan?

Medicaldegree?

Thando:EverykidwantstobeaDr,turnedoutit



wasn'tmydream afterall

Me:Sothiswasyourdream?

Thando:YoujustgotbackVukani

MyFatherwheeledhimselfoutfrom thehouse

holdingabottleofbeer..

Dad:"Ehhbang'shaya..Bathath'inyuku..Bathatha

nobucwebenami.."

Helookedatus..

Dad:Lookwhatwehave

MyDadwasinvolvedinacaraccidentthatlefthim

paralyzedafewyearsago,whichhadhim retiretoo

from FraserAlexander.

Hewasabadfatherandtheworsthusband.Hewas

adrunk,abusive,andspentmostofhismoneywith



womenatourlocaltarven.HeputmyMother

throughthemost,butshestayed.Evenathisworst

shestayedtruetoherweddingvows.Sheneverleft

him..

Dad:Disappointmentisback

Me:Ineedtogoout

Thando:Ialwayscleanedyourroom

Me:Thankyou

Thando:Keysarestillinthedrawer

Me:Ta(thankyou)

Iwalkedandwentinsidethehouse..

Dad:KantiwenaThandowhenareyoupreparing

breakfast?

Thando:Kodwauyang'bonangibusynje(youcan

seeI'm busy)



Dad:Unyokoakekho,uyetownawuyekeukuvilapha

(YourMotherisnotaround,shewenttotown.Stop

beinglazy)

Icheckedthehouse,thefurniturehasbeenchanged

hereandthere.Itookmykeysandwentoutsideto

myroom,myDadandThandowerestillarguing..

Iunlocked.Indeeditwasclean,Iputtheplasticon

thebed.Ilookedatthedressingtable.Apictureof

Me,Futhi,andMpilowhenhewasstillababy..

Iwentandpickeditup,Ilookedatit..

Iputitbackdownagain,andthenwalkedout.

Locking..

Me:Stufuza,ngiyabuya(I'm comingback)



Dad:Uyaphimanje?Ubuyasowuyaphumasokanje

kanje,unzohambamanjeuyodalainyinkinga

usifakeleamehlo,uboshwefuthiyonkelediedang

(Whereareyougoing?Youjustgotbacknowyou

goingouttomakemoretrouble,soyoucanget

arrestedagainandembarrassus)

Iignoredhim..

BONE

Thesongwascomplete,itwasreleasedtoday.Iwas

atsomeradiostationpromotingit..

Mapaseka:Welcomebacklisteners,ifyoustilltuned

in.Wetoldyouthatwehaveaveryimportantguest

today.DrBone,injayehlathi

Me:UbizaminakeNtokazi



Mapaseka:SoyougaveusVukani,bestsongI've

everlistenedtoo..NowyougivingusKwazetftThe

MahotelaQueens.Whatcanweexpectfrom this

song?

Me:HayiwenaNtokazisodansakeKwazet(Thisone

wegoingtodance)

Mapaseka:SoyoualsofeatureduZakwe?

Me:IGrootman,ibhozaYamabhoza.Itwasan

honourworkingwithhim inthissong,he'svery

talented

Mapaseka:Wellthenlet'splaythesongandhear..

That'sitlisteners,youhearditherefirstradiostation

94.7



FUTHI

Theyplayedthesong,itwasbeautiful.Probablymy

favoritesongfrom hissongs.

Mpilo:It'sDaddy

Me:Yesit'sDaddy

Hestarteddancing..Ilaughed..

Iheardaknockatthedoor..ProbablymyMother,

saidshewouldcometoday..

Iopened,itwasn'tmyMother.ItwasVukani.

Myheartalmoststoppedbeating..

Itriedclosingthedoor,buthepusheditbackand

walkedin..



Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?Youcan'tbehere

Vukani:Ngoba?(why)

Me:PleaseleaveVukani

Hewalkeduptome,andIheldhisarms.Hishands

weredeepinhispockets..

Vukani:Wenzani?(whatareyoudoing)

Helookedatme..

Vukani:FuthiifIwantedtobeatyou,I'ddoit.

Whetheryouholdmyhandsornot,I'dstilldoit

Mpilowalkedin..

Mpilo:Mommy

Vukanilookedathim..

Me:Mpilowalktoyourroom andlockthedoor

Mpilo:Why?Whoisthis?



Me:Mpilogonow!

Hewalkedtohisbedroom..

Vukaniturnedhisfaceandlookedatme..

Vukani:KhulileBafanas(He'sgrown)

Iswallowed..

Vukani:TshelaminaMuntuzawhat'sgoingon?

Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Vukani:Futhi

Me:Vukaniplease

Hegotcloser..

Me:Vukanidon't!!

Vukani:Yinimanje?Umsindowani?Yahlanya

(What'swrong?Whyyoumakingnoise?Areyou

crazy?)

Me:Wecansetadateandthenwecantalk,justnot

likethis

Vukani:Whereisyourbedroom?



Me:What?

Vukani:Whereisyourbedroom?

Me:Why?

Vukani:Let'sgotalkinthebedroom

Me:Vu-

Heslappedmeacrosstheface..

Me:Ahhhhh

Vukani:Let'sgotothebedroom

BONE

Iwasdonewiththeinterview,IcalledFuthibutshe

wasn'tpickingup.Itexted:

"Onmywayback"

FUTHI



Helockedthedoor...

Vukani:Whenishecomingback?

Me:I'm notsure

Henodded..

Vukani:Getundressed

Me:What?

Vukani:Getundressed

Istartedtoundress..

Vukani:Anddon'twakeupmySoninthenextroom

Heundressedtooandinstructedmetolieonthe

bed,Idid..Hehadtattoosnow,thinkfrom Prison.He

wasveryfit,didn'tknowtheytraininside.Healso

hadastitchedscaracrosshistummy..

Hecameontopofme..

Me:Vukanipleasedon'tdothis



Herubbedhisblackdickagainstmycoochie,tears

streamedsideways..

Me:Pleasestop

Hegothard,andthenpressedin..

Ipushedhim away...Hegavemeadeadlylook..He

pushedinfurther..

Me:Vukaniuyang'limaza(Vukaniyouhurtingme)

Heforcedinanditwaspainful..

Vukani:Maybeifyoucanstopfightingitoff,it'llget

better..Youmightjustenjoyit

HekissedmeonmylipsandIturnedmyfaceaway..

Itriedtopushhim offagain..



Vukani:DothatagainandI'm goingtoputitinthe

otherhole,yabonanging'kanani.You'llhateme

forever

Ilethim be,lethim violatemesexually.

Painfulasitwas,Itriednottoscream forthesakeof

Mpilo..Ididn'twanthim toknowwhatwas

happening..

Me:Vukani..(crying)

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

Afterthatsinisteract.Hedressedupandwalkedout.

Heevencameinsideofme.Vukanihasalwaysbeen

impulsive,butthis.Thiswasbeyondhim..Whenhe

getsmadallsenseofreasongoesoutofthe

window..

Ichangedthebeddingandthenbathe.Iam not

goingtohavehim arrested,onlybecauseIhave

donesomuchtohim.Idon'twannabeanother

reasonhegoesbacktojail.Idon'twannaruinhim

twice,Idon'twannacreateascandalforBonetoo.

He'saveryreservedperson,andtellinghim.Hewill

definitelygoafterVukani,IhaveaSontothinkof

now..

Idon'twantMpilotobeexposedtoviolance.



IhopeVukanigothisrevenge,Ihopeheleavesme

alone..

IcalledMpilo..

Iheldhishands..

Mpilo:Whyareyoucrying?Areyousad?

Me:I..Mpilothismanthatcametoday.Ifyoutell

Daddyabouthim,youandIwe..Wegoingtolose

everything,andyouwon'tbeabletogotothesame

schoolanymoreorseeDaddyanymore..Doyou

understand?

Henodded..

AlthoughI'm workingbutBonehelpsmealot,

especiallywithMpilo'sschoolfees.Wepayhalfeach

andhetakescareofmostofthebills..



Me:Doyouunderstand?

Henodded..

Me:Goodboy

Thedooropened..

Me:Daddyishome

Mpilo:Yesssssssss!!!

VUKANI(VUKS)

IgothomeandmyMotherwascookinginthe

kitchen..

Me:MaNtuli

Sheturnedandlookedatme,shedidn'tsayanything

otherthanbeingemotional.Iwalkeduptoher..

Ma:Letmeseeyou



Sheputherhandsonmycheeks..

Me:I'm fine

Ma:IhadgoneouttobuyfoodsoIcanprepareyou

yourfavoritemeal

Me:That'skindofyou

Ma:I'm gladyouhome..Ntuli

Luvuno,Mafuzaaphind'afulelenjengenkosi,

nkonjaneemnyamaebhekeemafini,sigejanesika

Ntuliesihlumaebusikanasethlotyeni,wena

mfaz'obelelideowancelisaisanaphesheya

kothukela,Tshabanguomhleonexesha,Ngwane..

Ismiled...

Me:It'sgoodtobebackhome

Ma:NgiyacelakeVukani,pleasedon'tdoanything

that'sgoingtosendyouback.Idon'twanttoseeyou

goingback,Ican'ttakethesleeplessnightsanymore,

thefearofwhatmightbehappeningtoyou..It's

torture



Me:Ipromise

Ikissedherhand..

Dad:Fakaibholamaan,wenauyahluphaThando..

Uhlelilasokanjekanje,intangazakhoziyasebenza

yonkelediedang(changetothesoccerchannel,you

areannoying.Youareheresittingathome,your

peersareworking)

Ma:Nkosiyam

Me:IdidmissuSokanjekanje

Mymom laughed..

Me:Velewhat'swiththestorysakaThando?

Ma:Shewasworkingatthemall,mettheguythere.I

knowwhatyougoingtosaybutThandodidgoto

school.Shejustcan'tfindajob

Me:I'llberightback



Iwalkedtothelounge..

FUTHI

BoneshowedupintheloungeholdingMpilo.

Heputhim down..

Bone:He'saskingifwecangoeatout

Inodded..

Bone:Gogetreadythen

Mpilowalkedaway..

Bonecameandsatnexttome..

Bone:Lookatme

Ilookedathim..

Bone:DidVukanimakecontact?



Iswallowed..Ifindithardtolookhim intheeyeand

liebutIwasgoingtodoittonight.

Bone:MaTshabalala

Me:No..He..Hehasn't

Bone:Inyembezi?(Tears)

Me:Justhormones

Heheldmyhand..

Bone:Wepromisednevertolietoeachother

Me:Iam notlying

Bone:Okaythen..Gogetdressedupsowecango

Me:Okay

VUKANI(VUKS)

Me:Thando

Shelookedatme..

Me:As'ringe(let'stalk)



Shegotupfrom thecouch,seemeddifficult.She

walkeduptome.Wewalkedouttomyroom..I

lookedathersittingdownonthebed,sheclosedher

eyesandexhaled..

Me:WeeeThando,tellmewhatIneedtoknow

Thando:Meaning?

Ilookedather..

Thando:HeworksatStudio88

Ichuckled..

Thando:He'sagoodguyreally

Me:Iwannameethim

Thando:Justdon'tscarehim off

Me:I'lltrynottoo..

Thando:Thankyou

Me:Okay..Iwannatakemycaroutforaspin?

Wannatagalong?Maybesomeicecream?

Thando:Yaa



Me:Whohasbeendrivingit?

Thando:Ma

Me:Okay

Sheextendedherhandtome..

Thando:Alittlehelp,yourbedistoolong

Me:Thandoyasogolisa(Youaretiring)

FUTHI

Iam obsessedwithhotwingsfrom Chickenlickin,

wedroveoutthere..

Bone:Idon'tlikethemeatfrom here,it'stoosalty

Mpilo:Idon'tlikeithere

Me:Wellthankyouguysforsacrificingforme,I

appreciateit

Peoplewerelookingatus,Isupposetheywere

scaredtocomeandasktotakepictures.I'm glad



theywerestayingaway,Ireallydon'tlikewhenour

privatefamilymomentgetsinterrupted..

Mpilo:CanwegotoMcDonald'safterthis?

Bone:Yes

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Avenisogolisa(youguysaretroubling)

Weallsaythereandhadhotwingswithdrinks.Just

talkingaboutrandom things,gladmymindwas

beingkeptbusyfrom thinkingaboutwhathappened

earlieron..

Asiflikethingswouldn'tgetmoretorturing,Vukani

walkedinwithhislittleSister.Ialmostchokedonmy

hotwing.Istartedfeelinguneasy,scared.Lookingat

him Ihadflashbacksofwhathappened,howhe

fuckedmefordearlife..



Bonealsonoticedhim..

Me:Iwannaleave

Bonelookedatme,thenlookedathim..

Vukaniendedupnoticingus,hesaidsomethingto

Thando.Shelookedatusandthennodded..

Vukaniwalkeduptoourtable..Iwasnotprepared

forthisatall..

TheylookedateachotherwithBone,Ilookedat

Mpiloandshookmyhead..

Vukani:Bafo

HeextendedhishandtoBone..

Bone:Injayehlathi

Theyshookhands..



Vukani:Futhi

Ilookeddown..

Me:Vukani

Vukani:Andwhodowehavehere?

Mpilo:Mpilo

Vukani:HiMpilo..MynameisVukani,everheardof

me?

Mpilo:No

Vukanilookedatme..

Vukani:Isit?

Me:Wewerejustleaving..

Igotup..

Me:Mpilolet'sgo

Mpilo:WehavetogetthehotwingsMom orderedto

eatlater

Me:Yes

Mpilo:Here'sthereceipt



Bone:Let'sgogetthem

Me:I'llbeinthecar

Itookthecarkeys..

AsIwaswalkingawayVukaniblockedmyway..

Vukani:Iwannaseeyoutonight,Idon'tknowwhat

yougoingtotellhim butIwannaseeyoutonight

HesteppedoutofmywayandIwalkedtothedoor..

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI(VUKS)

AfterthedramaatChickenlicken,Ididn'tfeellike

stayingoveranymore.Wegoticecreamsanddrove

backhome..

Itkilledmeseeingthem inthere,playingallhappy

familyandIcan'tevenhaveaconversationwithmy

Son.From howhewasconfusedIknewFuthididn't

tellhim aboutme..SheconvincedmySonthatBone

ishisFather..

IcouldtakeFuthiandBoneout,Idon'tcarebutIdo

careaboutMpilo.Theytheonlyfamilyheknows,

androbbinghim offwouldbeunfairbutIdowanta

relationshipwithhim.Yesithurtsthatshedidthatto

mebutI'm notgoingtositandwallowonthat,Ilove

mySonandIwantarelationshipwithhim..



WewerehavingdinnerwithmyMom andThando.

Dadwassleepinghehadtoomanybeers..

Ilookedatthetime,itwas21:00..

Ma:BeforeIforget

Shegotupandwenttoherbedroom,shecameback

withaphonebox..

Ma:Igotthisforyouintown

Ilookedatit..ItwasaSamsunggalaxya12.

Ma:Itwillstartyouoff

Me:ThankyouMa

Ma:Youwelcome

Me:Bagosownstwotaxisnow



Thando:Hedoes

Me:Hewantsmetodriveataxiforhim

Ma:LookatGod

Thando:That'sgood

MyMotherresignedlastyear,shetoldmeoverthe

phonewhenIusedtocallhome.

She'sgreatwithsavingbutIthinknow,theyrunning

outofcash.MyDad'sRAFmoneyandmoneyfrom

workranoutlongtimeago.

WithThandopregnantIneedtohelpalottoo,andI

hopeherfuckerwillpullthrough.

Me:IwantarelationshipwithMpilo

Ma:Futhiandherfamilyarestubborn,theycutusoff

from havinganyrelationshipwithuMpilo

Thando:WhenMom wentthereafteryougot



arrested,theytoldheralotofthings.Theyusedyour

arrestasanexcuseforusnottohavearelationship

withthem

Me:Isee

Ma:Ibelievethatachildneedstheirfather,whether

thefatherisadeadbeatorgood.Lookatyourown

Father,he'snotthebestPersonintheworldbutI

didn'trobhim andyouguysthechanceofhavinga

relationship.Despitehernewlife,sheshould'vetold

Mpiloaboutyou.Allowedyouguystohavea

relationshipandifyouareathreattoMpilothen

seizetherelationship,butsheshouldhavetoldhim.

Itdoesn'tmatterthatshe'swithsomeoneelsebut

Mpilohadtoknowaboutyou

Thando:That'sright

Ma:ThenwhenuMpiloisoldenough,he'llmakehis

owndecisionofwantingyouinhislifeornotbutshe

shouldneverhavemadethatdecisionherself

Itookthephone..

Me:Thankyouforthephone



Igotupandkissedheronhercheekthenwenttomy

room..

FUTHI

Vukani'sancestorsarestrongbecausewhenwegot

homeIgotacallthatmyFatherisnotwell.His

diabetesisactingupandtheyhavecalledthe

ambulance.MyMotherwasalone,soMpiloandI

hadtogotomyMother'shouse..Bonedroveus

there,andafterafewminutesofourarrivalthe

ambulancetookhim.ItoldmyMothertocallmesoI

couldgofetchherfrom thehospitalaftertheyadmit

myFather..

Me:Iwouldliketosleepoverjustfortonight,Idon't

thinkshe'llbeokaybeingonherown

Bone:IunderstandNtokazi

Me:I'llcomebackinthemorningtoprepareMpilo

forschool



Hechuckled..

Bone:IcanpreparemySonforschool

Me:Iforgot(chuckling)

IlookedatMpilo..

Me:Comegivemeahug

Hecameandgavemeahug..

Me:I'llseeyoutomorrowmorningokay?

Mpilo:OkayMa

Me:Iloveyou

Mpilo:Iloveyoutoo

Mylittlesisterisinboardingschool,mybigbrother

ismarried.Soit'sjustmymom anddadinthe

house..

Bonecameandkissedme..

Bone:Don'tforgettolockup

Me:Iwon't



Bone:Iloveyouandwewillseeyoutomorrow

morningNtokazi

Me:Okayletmewalkyouguysout

Iwalkedthem out..

Whentheyweredrivingoff,Iwentbackinsideand

preparedmyself.Idon'twannadothis,Ihaveno

reasontodothisbutIthinkit'stimeVukaniandI

talk.Talkanddiethisissueonceandforall..

Itookmybagandwalkedtohisplace,thestreet

wasn'tcompletelyquiet.It'smyhood,theyknowme

sochancesofgettingattackedareveryslim..

WhenIgottohisplace,Isawthatthekitchenlight

wasstillonandthebathroom light.

ThenVukani'sbedroom lightwasalsoon.



Iclosedthedoortryingnottocreatemuchsound..

Iwalkeddownthepassageandhewasstanding

thereleaningagainstthewallandsmokinga

cigarette.Hewasinhisjeansandsleepersonly..

Heturnedhisheadandlookedatme,hethrewthe

cigarettedownandsteppedonit.

Me:Hi

Vuks:Muntuza

Iwasscared,willImakeitoutofherealive?

Me:Icame

Hemovedoverandopenedthedoor..

Vuks:Ladiesfirst

ItookadeepbreathandIwalkedinpassinghim,

seemedlikehehadjustfinishedbathingbecausehe



wassmellingofsoap.Protex

Heclosedthedoorandlockedit,myheartalmost

stopped.Heturnedandlookedatme.

Hewalkedoverandsatonthedressingtable,pulled

thesmalldressingchairandputhisfootonit.Isat

onthebed,broughtalotofmemories..Thisroom

broughtalotofmemories..Hekepthiseyesonme,

whichmadememoreuneasy..Clenchinghisjaw.

Me:Ilovedyou..Idid.BoneandIdidn'twakeupone

dayanddecidedtodothis,decidedtohurtyou.We

didn'tplanonit..Vukaniyouwerearrestedon

possessionofillegalfirearms,whatwereyougoing

todo?Whowereyougoingtokill?

Vukani:EntlekNtontothat'sallyouheard?

Me:Wastheresomethingelse?



Hechuckledandshookhishead..

Vukani:Nothere'snothingelse..LookIwanta

relationshipwithmySon,that'sallIwant

Me:uMpilohasastablelife,ifyoulovehim youwill

lethim be

Vuks:Eyy!!!

Ifreakedout..

Vuks:Don'ttellmeaboutastablelifebecauseifyou

lovedme,youwould'vebeenhonestwithmefrom

thewordgo!

Me:Vukani



Hepickedupthebodylotionfrom thedressingtable

andthrewitatme..

Vuks:Youfuckedmybestfriendtoamarriageand

gavehim mysonandI'm supposedtobeokaywith

that?

Hegotupfrom thedressingtableandcametome,

heputhishandonmyneckandpushedmeback

thenplacedhiskneeonmytummy..

Me:Hurtingmewhatisitgoingtosolve?Isitgoing

tomakeitbetter?Itstillchangesnothing

BONE

Ilookedatthebeddinginthewashingbasket,

somethingwasnotright.Thewhitesheethad

stains..Futhichangesourbeddingeveryweek,she



justchangedityesterday.Whychangeitagain

today??

IwalkedtoMpilo'sroom..

Me:Champcanwetalk?

Mpilo:Okay

Heclosedhisbook..

Me:Tellmedidsomeonecomeheretoday?

Mpilo:Uhmmmm

Me:Rememberwearebestfriends?Wetalkabout

everything

Mpilo:Mom saysIshouldn'ttell

Me:Youcantellme..Didsomeonecometoday?

Henodded..

Me:Canyoudescribehim?

Mpilo:Samemanfrom themall

Me:AreyousureMpilo?



Henodded..

Me:Okay

Mpilo:I'm notgoingtogetintroubleright?

Me:Ofcoursenot..Let'sgocheckuponMom and

grandma

Mpilo:Okay

FUTHI

Ilookedathim withtearsinmyeyes..

Me:Whatisitgoingtosolve?

Helookedatme,Icouldseethepaininhiseyes

mixedwithanger..

Vuks:IloveyouFuthi,ngiyak'canwakakhulu.WhenI

wasinthere,youandMpiloweretheonlypeople

whokeptmesane..Whomademeholdon

Me:I'm sosorry



Vuks:Iloveyouwithallmyheart..Whydidyouhave

togoanddothis?Why?

Iranmyhandsonhischestasthepaininmytummy

intensified..

Vuks:Comebacktome,it'snottoolate

Heremovedhiskneefrom mytummy..

Hekissedmethroughmytears..

Vuks:Ngiyak'canwablind(Iloveyousomuch)

BONE

Wewalkedinandknockedatthedoor,noonecame

through.Icalledher,shedidn'tpickup..

Ifixedmygunatthebackofmywaist..



Me:Let'sgo

Wewalkedbacktothecar..

.

Tobecontinued
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BONE

IhadeveryreasontogotoVukani'splaceandget

thisoveranddonewith.Iwasn'tgoingtodo

anythingtoVukani,becauseifFuthiisthere.She

wentthereonherown,outofherownwill..

IlookedatMpilo,andhedoesn'tdeservethis.He

doesn'tdeservetobecaughtinthecrossfire.I've

spentalltheseyearsraisinghim tobeagoodyoung

man,withouthisFatherpresent.ThelifethatVuks

andIlived,wasnotgoodandIdidn'twantthatfor

Mpilo

IhadhopedthatFuthiwouldbringituponhowwe

canallCo-Parent,becauseasmuchasIloveMpilo

buthehasaFather.IjustwantVukanitocleanhis

actbeforemakingapresenceinMpilo'slife...



FUTHI

Thisroundofsexwasn'tasbrutalastheonewehad

earlieron.UnearthingthefeelingsIhadforhim,the

loveIstillhaveforhim.Justmademetoletloose,

embracethismomentandenjoyit..

BothMenaregoodwithsex,theonlydifferenceis

thatVukanicanusesexasanescapegoatwhen

he'snotfeelingwell.Whichinturnhewillmessup

yourcoochie.

WewereinterruptedbymyMother'scallcoming

through,hadtogofetchherfrom thehospital.

Vukanihadnoproblem withthatsolonghetagged

along.Ididn'tfeelwellaboutit,Iknowhewasdoing

ittopissheroff..

Hedroveustothehospital,Iwentinsidetofetchmy



Mother..Whenwewalkedoutsideandapproached

Vukscar,shestoppedhalfway..

Ma:Andthen?

Me:Justdon'tsayanything..I'llexplainwhenweget

home

Ma:ExplainwhatFuthi?Explainwhatkahlekahle?

Vukanigotoutofhiscarandwalkeduptous..

Vukani:Mamzo

Ma:Kantikwenzakalani?(what'sgoingon)

Me:CanwegoMa?I'llexplainathome

Ma:I'm notgoinganywherewithhim,he'sacriminal!

HowdoIknowhewon'tkillus?Hehasguns

Vuks:MamzoifIweretokillsomeone,I'dkill

someoneformoney.Trustmeyounotworthkilling

Me:Vukani!



Ma:I'drathersleeponthechairsandgohome

tomorrowmorning

Vukani:Okay

Hewalkedbacktohiscar,myMotherlookedatme..

Ma:Youareanembarrassment,yourfatherjustgot

admittedkodwawenahereyouarewhoring!Futhi

don'tembarrassme,don'tmakeamockeryoutof

me.Whatdoeshehave?Hehasnothing!Heis

nothing!Auselessthugwithauselessfather.He

comesfrom abrokenhome,abrokenfamily.Isthat

whatyouwantforyourself?ForuMpilo?

YouhaveagreatMan,amanthatlovesyoukodwa

hereyouaremanjeruiningeverythingforauseless

thugthatmightgobacktoPrison..Rhaaa

Shespatontheground..

Ma:Uzikhiphilekimi

Shewalkedbackinside..



BONE

Thefollowingmorning,Iwokeupandprepared

uMpiloforschool.ThenIcalledmybigsistertotalk

toher..

Sis:AiiminaBandileIthinkyoushouldletthisgirlgo,

I'veneverlikedherfrom thewordgo.Ifwhatyou

tellingmeistrue,thisgirlistoxicanddangerous.

Bukamanje,youhaveeverythingtoloseandVukani

mightbeusinghertogettoyou,usingherfor

revenge.Nayeshe'sagreeing

Me:IknowwhathappenedbetweenminanoFuthiis

wrongorhowithappened,butshepromisedme

loyalty

Sis:Cutheroff,cutherloseandherSon..Letthem

goshe'sanungratefulbitch

Me:She'spregnantwithmychild,ifshe'sreally

fuckinghim withmychildinsideofherIswear



Sis:Shehasalreadydoneit,shedidthesamething

toVukani.Whenhegotarrestedshejumpedstraight

intoyourbed,she'sawhore..Didn'ttakemuchfor

hertogobacktohim.NaniVukani?Hedoesn'thave

anything!She'snoteventhinkingaboutherSon..

WhatgoodlifewilltheSonhavewithafatherwhois

aThug?Haisiesmaan!Leavethiswhorealone!!Let

hergobackhomeshedoesn'tdeserveyou

VUKANI

WhenFuthileftinthemorningtogobackhome,I

wenttocheckonBagos.Hegavemethekeystohis

secondtaxi.Hemostlyoperatesintownstraight,

Johannesburgcbd.

From theretothehood,from thehoodbackhere..I

wastooperatestraightinourlocaltown,hetoldme

hespoketothetaxiassociationandtheywon'tgive

meproblems



Itwas6am whenIhadmyfirstload,mostlyschool

andcollegestudents.Veryloudinthetaxi,andvery

annoying..Ifixedmyrareviewmirrorandchecked

them,therewasthisonegirlwhowassittingandnot

communicatingwithanyone,shewasonherphone..

Ikeptonconcentratingonher.Mostlystaringdown,

notgivingafuckabouteveryoneelse.Shewould

occasionallyliftupherheadtocheckthroughthe

windowandgoesbacktoherphone..

Shewasthefirsttogetoutandanothergirl,gotout

atSpringsCollege.Ilookedatherasshewalkedto

thegate,thenIproceeded..

FUTHI

WhenIgothomeIcleaned,sothatwhenmyMother

comesbackthingsgetlessawkward



Shemadeherwayin..Shelookedatme.

Me:Ma

Sheshookherheadandclickedhertonguethen

proceededtothebedroom.Halfoftheproblemsthat

VukaniandIencountered,weresolelybroughtforth

bymyfamily..

Theyneverlikedhim from thewordgoandittooka

tollinourrelationship,evensowetriedtomakeit

work.WethoughtMpilocameabout,Ithoughtthey

wouldhaveachangeofhearbutstill..

Iwenttoherbedroom..

Me:Ma

Ma:Weusedthemoneyforlobola,we'vealready

usedit

Me:Iknow



Ma:YouarepregnantFuthi

Me:Iknowthattoo

Ma:Usulelenaye?(haveyousleptwithhim)

Iswallowed...

Ma:SiesFuthi!!!

Me:Ma

Ma:Getoutofmyhouse,angikazengakhulisa

isifebemina..Rhaaabazothinikhonaabantu(Ididn't

raiseawhore,whatarepeoplegoingtosay)

Iwalkedaway..

Ma:WhenthingscomecrashingdownbetweenYou

andBandiledon'teventhinkofcomingbackhere,

hambekhaboVukaniubeuselessnjengabo!!!

Iwentandtookmybackthenleft...

VUKANI



TorturingFuthiisverygoodtome,buttheproblem

isthatshe'sstilltheMotherofmychild.Idon'twant

MpilogrowingupandlearningthatIabusedhis

Mother,itwashardformetogrowupwitnessingmy

Mothergoingthroughallthat,soIwilltrytoworm

mywaybackintoherlifejusttogetmySonand

whenI'veruinedherlife.I'llleaveherhighanddry..

I'm goingtomakeherlosethislittlepictureperfect

familyofhers..

Theonlynicethingaboutbeingataxidriveristhat

youcanmakeyourownmoneyonthesidefrom

passengersthatarenotaccountedfor,thatarenot

includedintheload..

Bagoscalled..

Bagos:Ntwana

Me:Ekse



Bagos:Justcheckinghowit'sgoing

Me:It'sgoing

Hechuckled..

Me:TaNtwanaforeverything

Bagos:UyaziMoss

Me:Cavajampas

Bagos:Yizo

Hehungup...

FUTHI

Iwalkedinatthehouse,itwasquiet.Iputmythings

inthebedroom andsatdown.

IcheckedmyphonetotextBonebutsomething

disturbedmeonwhatsapp.VuksandIexchanged

numbersyesterday,sohehaduploadedaphotoof



himselfdrivingonhiswhatsappstatus.Helooked

sohandsomewithhiscap,Ismiledalone..

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Lateronintheafternoonataround16:00,mylast

passandstopbeforeheadingtothehoodwasat

Springscollege.Therewasmaybe2or3people

standingbythegatewhoranuptomytaxi,including

theLadyIsawthismorning.Toundergroundwhere

myancestorsareburied,shelookedheavenly.She

wasbeautifulandhasthispeacefulandcalmness

aroundher..

Theguyopenedthedoorandthepassengersinthe

taxiprotested"It'sfull"..

Me:Masihlalisaneangithisomeofyouaregetting

off?(let'sshare,sincesomeofyouaregettingoff)



Theystillprotested,Iheardamalevoicearising

from theback..

Voice:Eyyawuvalesihambe(closethedoorsowe

cango)

Theguywhoopenedthedoorlookedpuzzled,not

knowingifheshouldcloseorkeepthedooropen..

IlookedattheLadyandherlookingbackatme,

validatedwhateverflingIwashavingforherthatI

shouldhaveherinmytaxiagain.Iturnedback.The

guywasstillramblingattheback..

Me:KancanceMa(Excuseme)

Thewomantiltedtoherside..



Me:Eksentwana

Helookedatme..

Me:Ungafuningik'mosheleilanga(don'tmakeme

ruinyourday)

Him:KanjaningobaI'vealreadypaid!Ihavearightto

fightformyrighttositcomfortablyinthistaxi!

Me:Yourrighttorightwhat?Inwho'staxi?

Him:Nomaanthisiswrong

Me:Celauhlikeeyami(pleasegetoff)

Ilookedatthepassangerwhowassittingnextto

me..



Me:Awum'gayeamacentanawakhe(givehim his

cents)

Hismoneywaspassedontohim..

Me:Awehleke(getoff)

Hegotoffstillthrowingatantrum somuchhe

openedthedoorfurtherthatitgotstuck.

Iopenedmydoorandgotout,peoplestarted

chanting"Khuzanibo",translatedto"Someonedo

something".Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:EhJo..

Hestopped.AsmuchasIwantedtofuckhim upbut



Icouldn't.There'stoomuchwitnessesandhecan

takethenumberplatesandreportme..

Me:Singabantumasiphilisaneeyamiyabo(as

peopleweneedtoworktogether)

Him:Maraleoyenzayoakusiyiyo(whatyoudoingis

notright)

Me:MaramelesiphilisaneSingabantu(wehaveto

worktogetheraspeople)

AftersayingthatIwalkedbacktothetaxi.I

requestedtheladytoatthefront,inthemiddle.The

othertwowenttotheback..

FUTHI



Bone'ssistercalledme,Nokulunga..

Me:Noku

Noku:Uyinjayazi(youareadog)

Me:Askies?

Noku:AftereverythingthatmyBrotherhasdonefor

youandthatilligimateSonofyours,meceda

umbongangeplatelobufebe!

Me:Whoaahayipholabouyashisa(calm down)

Noku:Justdousafavorandleave!!Gobacktoyour

jailbirdplease

Me:Wenawheredoyouenterinmymaritalaffairs?

Noku:IfyoumakingmyBrotherafoolIwillenter

Me:Hayifokofmaan!

Ihungup..

VUKANI



Istoleglancesatherandthenclearedmythroat..

Me:Pleasechangethesongforme

Shestruggledthrough..

Her:Where?

Me:Pressthere

Shedid..

Me:TaNgwana(Thankyou)

Ididn'twantthesongchanged,Ijustwantedto

makeconversation..

Idrovethroughdroppingpeopleoff,shewasn't

gettingoff..

Bynow,thefrontpassengerhadgottenout.Sonow

shewassittingcomfortably..



Me:Eyyngathiuhlalakude(It'slikeyoulivefar)

Shechuckledshyly..

Her:Kantiinthemorningwheredidyoupickmeup

from?

Me:Yourodemytaxiinthemorning?

Her:Ahhhhh

Me:Serious?

Her:Ifyoudon'trememberthenit'sfine

Me:Helpmerememberke

WhenIlookedather,shewouldlookaway.

Her:Asiyeke(let'sleaveit)

Afterafewminutesofdriving,shecalledout.



Her:Shortright

Me:KantiowaseNkambini?(youliveinmyhood)

Her:YesVukani

Me:EhhhowcomeIdon'tknowyou?

Ipulledover..

Her:Bye

Me:Numbernyananex?(phonenumbers)

Her:Bye

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedaway..

FUTHI

MpilowalkedintothekitchenasIwasbusycooking..

Mpilo:Mama

Me:Yes?

Mpilo:I'm notfeelingwell



Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Mpilo:Ivomited

Iclosedthepot..

Me:HauMpilo

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Youburningup

Hedidn'tlookgood..

Me:Ishouldtakeyoutothehospital

Iswitchedoffthestove,Iwentandtookmyphone

thentextedBone..

VUKANI

AfterdroppingoffeveryoneIcruisedaroundher

streethopingthatIwouldseeherbutIdidn't.I

seriouslydon'tknowher,thoughshelives3streets



awayfrom mine..

Ipulledoverandaskedthekidswhowereplaying

thereabouther,Idescribedher.Theytoldmethat

hernameisIrene,theyevenpointedwhereshelives.

That'sallIwantedtoknow..

Igotbackintothetaxiandtookoff..

FUTHI

Iarrivedatthehospital,andtheytookhim in.Said

it'sfoodpoisoningbutit'sminor.

Probablysomethingheateatschool..

Boneshowedup,Iwasrelievedtoseehim.

Iwalkeduptohim andhuggedhim,hewasstrangely



cold.Didn'thugmeback..

Bone:UnjaniuMpilo(howisMpilo)

Me:Theytookhim in,foodpoisoning

Henodded..

Me:Iwasworried

Bone:Zobaright

Me:Areyouokay?Youusuallygetmoreworried

whenMpiloisnotokay

Bone:Ntokazitshelamina(Tellme)

Ilookedathim..

Bone:WhenareyougoingtotalktoVukaniabout

Mpilo?

Me:WellVukanihasnorightstoMpilo,evenifhe

takesmetocourthewon'twingivenhisrecord

Bone:Ngiyabona(Isee)

Me:Istheresomethingwrong?

Bone:Nonothingiswrong



Me:Nokucalledmeswearing

Bone:Why?

Me:Accusedmeofwhoring

Hechuckled..

Me:It'snotfunny

Bone:Nokudoesn'tactoutofcharacterunlessshe's

provoked

Me:Soyoudefendingher?

Bone:I'm sayingIdon'tknow,youwilltellmethis

andshewilltellmethatallbecauseIdon'tknow

whathappenedbetweenyoutwo

Me:Soyounotgoingtodefendmeagainstyour

sister?Shecalledmeawhoreandyoudefendingher

overme?

Bone:AwukahleFuthi!ThisisahospitalandourSon

issick

Ifoldedmyarmsandsatdown..



VUKANI

Istoppedbyathome,MyMotherandThandowere

cooking..

Me:Stufuza

Shelookedatme..

Me:Sondelala(comehere)

Ma:Hau!

Me:SorryMa..Kunjani?(howareyou)

Ma:Imihlolo!(Amazing)

ThandoandIwalkedoutside..

Me:Stufu

Thando:Ya?

Me:DoyouknowIrene?

Thando:Irene?



Me:Lightincomplexion,muhlenyana

Thando:Ohw..Iknowher,Sgeqe'sex

Me:BekazikhandanoSgeqe?(ShewasdatingSgeqe)

Thando:Yabeforehedied

Me:Serious?Sgeqedied?

Thando:AhhVukani

Me:OkayDankie

Thando:Whyask?

Me:NexStufu

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

ThenextmorningwhenIcheckedinformyshift,I

madesurethatIpassthroughwhenIreneis

standingthere.Shestandsatthecorner,bythemain

roadexactlyat6:30am

IfIpassasecondlate,shewouldbeinanothertaxi.I

madesurethefrontseatwasempty,shegotin..

Irene:Sawubona(greetings)

Me:Eita

Shefixedhershortdress..

Shedidn'tseem likeastudent,orI'm justreadingtoo

muchbutshedidn'tseem likeastudent..



Istarteddrivingoff,notknowinghowtoinitiatea

morepromisingconversation.

Me:Firstclassstartsearly?

Shestoppednavigatingherphone..

Irene:I'm notastudent,IworkinAdmin

Iwhispered..

Me:Don'ttheofficesopenat8am?

Irene:7am sincewedealingwithlateapplications

Me:Isee

(Silence)

Me:Bhekane..Ungayithathelientwenilento,but

umuhle(lookdon'ttakethisthewrongwaybutyou

beautiful)

Sheblushed..

Irene:Thankyou



Icontinueddriving...

FUTHI

Iwasatworkthismorning,Icouldn'tevensleeplast

night.Mpilowasstilladmitted,Bonewasgivingme

acoldshoulderandVukanididn'tbotherme.Even

thoughhedidviewmywhatsappstatuslastnight

aboutMpilobeingsick..Hedidn'tsaynothing,didn't

textnothing..

I'm notexpectinghim toactuallysaysomethingwith

regardstoMpilosinceIam keepinghim from that

partofhislifebutjusttosaysomethingnje,

anythingespeciallyconsideringwhathasbeen

happeningbetweenus..

Me:Yougouponthefifthfloor,taketheseresults

with

Patient:Thankyou



Shetooktheresultsandherfilethenwalkedaway..

Itookmyphoneandcheckedit,nomessages.No

calls,nonothing.Evenfrom Bone.Ipulledthechair

andsatdown..

VUKANI

Wewerenearingclosetothecollege,Iextendedmy

phonetoher..

Me:JustsoyoucantextmewhenyoudoneandI'll

passbyheretogetyou

Shetookmyphone,Iwasscaredshewasn'tgoingto

giveinbutshesavedhernumbers.

Ipulledatthegate..



Me:You'lltextme

Irene:Oryoucantextmesinceyoutheonewithmy

numbers

Me:I'lldoso

Shegotoutandfixedherself,thenshewalkedtothe

gate..

FUTHI

Irecievedacallfrom Bone,Isighedandsmiled..

Me:Babakhe

Bone:Mpilotheygoingtodischargehim tomorrow

Me:Ohw

SinceIhadtobeatworktoday,hesacrificedtobe

withMpilo..Boneisamazing,Idon'tknowanyman

thatcouldloveachildthat'snothisbloodasmuch

ashelovesMpilo.Butyouknowwhattheysay?Ifa



mantrulylovesyou.Hewillloveyouwithallyour

baggage.

Iam tornbetweenmyfirstloveandmycurrentlove.

AsmuchasVukaniwillalwayshaveaplaceinmy

heartbuthecan'tprovideMpiloandIwithastable

life.Hecan'teventakecareofhimself,howdoI

expectsuchamantotakecareofmeandmySon.I

don'tmeanitallfinanciallybecauseI'm working,but

evenso.Ican'ttakecareofaman,that'sjustagainst

myculture.Ifwedobecomeexclusiveagain.Hecan

disappointme,endupinjailagainthenI'm backto

squareone.

MyMotheralwayssaid"Findamanthat'sgoingto

loveyoumorethanyoulovehim,andIfoundthatin

Bone"I'm notabouttoloseitallforVukani...

IRENE

JustwhenIgottotheoffice,Igotatextfrom Vukani.



Itwashim becausethetextread:

"Don'tforget"

Ismiledlikearetard.Myboyfriendpassedaway3

yearsago,eversincefrom then.Iwasn'tableto

moveon.Hewasalsointhetaxiindustry,gotcaught

inthecrossfireoftaxigunviolence..

Isavedhisnumber..

IknowVukani,Imeanalmosteveryoneinthehood

knowshim andhisfriends.Hedoesn'tknowme

becauseImovedawayfrom homealongtimeago

togolivewithmyMother.WhenshepassedonI

movedbackwithmyGrandmother,bythenVukani

wassaidtohavebeenarrested..

Hisreputationscaresme.Anexcon,taxidriver,and



thatminoraltercation.Hecomesoffscary,very

scarybutyetveryattractive.

Heseemslikeaniceguy,underneathitall.

Solonghetreatsmewellifwedomanagetodate,

thenI'llbefine..

Isatdowninmychairandputmybagonthetable..

VUKANI

Afterdroppingoffthepassengers,Iparkedatthe

taxirankforanotherload..

IwaslookingatMpilo'spicturethatFuthiuploaded.

Hewassaidtobesick,butIcouldn'taskwhatwas

wrong.ThisismySon,thatiskeptfrom me.Asking



whatdifferencewillitmake?..

Iexhaled..

ItextedIrene:

"Lunch?"

Themessagewentthroughbutshehasn'tread..

FUTHI

Irecievedacallfrom myMother.Iwonderforhow

longwasshegoingtostaymad..

Me:Ma

Shedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Ma?



Ma:uBabaakasekho(Yourfatherisnomore)

Me:Ini?(what)

Ma:Igotacallthismorning

Ididn'texpectsuchnews..

Me:Kukhonabaniendlini?(whoisathome)

Ma:Akasekhoumyeniwamifuthi(Myhusbandis

gone)

Shebrokedown..

Me:I'm comingMa,I'm onmyway

Ihungupandputmyphoneinthepocketofmy

coat..Iwipedmyfacewithmyhands..

VUKANI

Only3seatswereleft..



IwaseatingVetkoeks,withtheescortbrownliver

spreadanddrinkingcoffee..Alsoonthephonewith

Irene..

Iwaitedforhertofinishlaughing..

Me:Ngiyak'tshela(I'm tellingyou)

Shehadasoftcalm voice,veryrespectful.She'snot

tooforwardandIlikehercalmness

Irene:Haichaletmestartofwithwork

Me:OkayI'llseeyouat13:00onyourlunchbreak

Irene:Okay

Me:KhohlwakeamaKFCnaniNani,ngizolushaya

ngeplatelaserank(ForgetaboutKFCandother

restaurants,I'llbringyouaplateoffoodfrom the

taxirank)

Irene:Ngalijabulela(I'llbepleased)



Me:Serious?

Irene:WeeeabavebephekalaboMamabalapho

(Thosewomencansurelycook)

Me:Haikekhululekangizoliletha(RestassuredI'll

bringit)

Irene:Okayke

Me:Sharp

Irene:Sharp

.

Tobecontinued

Pleasenotestartingfrom latertodaywewillgoback

toournormalearlierschedulesinceI'm sure

everyoneisbackfrom theEasterweekend,hopeyou

didenjoy
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FUTHI

Thefrontdoorwaswideopen,guysfrom the

communitywerehelpingwithmovingthedressing

tabletothegarage,couchesandotherthingsthat

won'tbeusefulthroughoutthegrievingand

mourningprocess..

MyMother'ssisterwasherealready,myAunther

youngersister.Weweretheonestidyingup,

cleaning,andeverythingasmyMothersatonthe

mattress.Neighbourswerealsohere,tosendout

theircondolencesalready.

Aunty:Fufu?

Me:Ma

Aunty:Maketeaandtakeittothebedroom



Me:Okay

Aunty:Lateronweshouldstartbakingscones

Me:Yeswestshould

Igotthecupstopreparetea..

BONE

Mantsongaourfriend,hassortofflikeaminiKasi

eatery.Hesellsbraaimean,chicken,beef,andwors.

Papandafewsalads..

Iam happythatthecrewdecidedtomake

somethingofthemselvesafterourheist,exceptfor

Vukani.Wasn'thisfaultthough,heneverbroughtit

uponhimselftobebustedthatday.Whatmakesthe

situationworseisthat,itseemsasiflikewesethim

upandwedidn't.Itriedtobethereevenwhenhis

moneyranoutfrom buyinghim protectionand

supportinghischild,Iendeduptakingmoneyfrom

myownpockettohelpout..



Mantsongabroughtmetheplate..Hesatopposite

me..Weareinaverydangerousbusinessthatwe

startednotlongago.Sellingammunitiontoguys

whodoheists.

Mantsonga:uMbathaufuna5(Mbathawants5guns)

Idon'thandlethebusinesspersonally,Idon'tkeep

theammunition.Ihaveasecretunderground

warehousewheretheykeptthereandIhaveguys

downtherewhokeeptheplacesecret.Mantsonga

bringsmostofourcustomers..

Me:I'llcalltheguys

Hegets20%oftheshare..

IRENE



Vukanishowedupwiththefood,wesatinhistaxi..I

closedmyplate..

Me:Ngiyabongathefoodwasnice

Vuks:Thecompanywasmorenice

Ismiled..

Vuks:uMuhlesaan(Youbeautiful)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Vuks:MaybewhenIfetchyoulater,Jampaswecan

getsomethingtoeattoo

Me:Thatwouldbenice

Vuks:WeeeIrene..Ngobaminanawesiyaziukuthi

kuzokwenzakalani,whydon'twejustgettoit?(Irene

sinceweknowwhat'sgoingtohappenbetweenus,

whydon'twejustgettoit)

Me:Idon'tknow

Vuks:Don'tknowwhat?

Me:Usbeingexclusive?



Vuks:Howcanyounotknowifyoudon'twanttotry

itoutandsee?

Me:Let'sseehowthiswillgo

Vuks:Okayanythingthatmakesyoucomfortable

FUTHI

MyMotherwaspreparingtogotothehospital,the

FuneralpalourwastofetchmyFather'sbodyfrom

thehospitalmorgue.

Icouldn'taccompanyher,shewasgoingwithmy

Aunt.Iwasnotemotionallystrongtoexposemyself

tosuchadishearteningsituation.Iam pregnant,I

don'tneedtoomuchstress..

Istayedathometooverseeotherthings,stillwitha

fewneighboursaround..



IRENE

IkeptonthinkingaboutwhatVukaniaskedand

proposedtome..

Idon'tknowifI'm readyforarelationshipasyet..

Thami:ComeonIrene,yourexdied3yearsago

that'slongenoughtomoveon

Me:Idon'tknow..Vukaniisalsointhetaxiindustry,I

don'twanttolosesomeoneelse

Thami:Youcan'tdepriveyourselfoflovejust

becauseofwhathappened,giveitanothertryand

seewhathappens

Me:Youthink?

Thami:Yesifitdoesn'tworkout,thenitdoesn't

Me:That'strue

Thambi:Letmegettoclass



Me:OkayseeyoulaterChom

VUKANI

IcalledFuthi,shealsohaduploadedthatherFather

passedon..

Futhi:Hello

Me:Hi..It'sme

Futhi:Hey

Me:IsawyouuploadedapictureofyourFather,

HadeJo(sorry)

Futhi:Thankyou

Me:Howarethefuneralarrangementsgoing?

Futhi:Wegettingthere

Me:I'llhearfrom youthenaboutthefuneral

Futhi:OkaySharp



Me:Sharp

Ihungup..

FUTHI

Boneknockedandthenwalkedin..

Bone:Ntokazi

Me:Babakhe

Bone:Nxese(I'm sorry)

Me:Hewasstrong..This

Hecameandhuggedme..

Me:Ididn'tthinkhewouldleaveusthissoon,maybe

that'swhyMpilofellsick.Ubehlolaisifo

Bone:Yamaybe

Me:Thankyouforcoming

Bone:Isthereanythingthatyouneed?



Me:Don'tknowasyetwhatwestillgoingtoneed

Bone:Thenyou'lltellme

Me:Iwill

Hekissedme...

IRENE

Itookadeepbreathandtextedhim thatwecangive

itatry,thenIputmyphoneaway.Iwasnervous,asI

waitedforhisresponse.

Myphonebeeped.Ichecked,anditwasareplyfrom

him.Heagreed..

Asmileonmyfacemadethemoment,Ihopethisis

goingtowork.

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

AWEEKLATER

Beingataxidriverisnotthemostidealjob.I'm not

evenmakinghalfofthemoneythatIwanttomake.

Withthesituationathome,Thandosocloseto

havingababy.BothParentsnotworking,asthe

olderkidallresponsibilityfallsonmyshoulders.I

feeluseless,thatIcan'treallyaffordformyfamily

themoneyImakejustputsfoodonthetable.Made

getlostinmythoughtsthatmaybe,justmaybe

Mpilowouldn'tsurvivewithme.HowdoIfightfor

mychildwhenIcan'tprovideforhim?Mpiloseems

tohaveawellstablelife.HowwillIaffordtotake

careofhim?Ifeelsouseless.Soangry.Ionlyhave

grade10,evenso.Whowouldhireanexcon?.

Lookingatmyfriendstheyseem tohavedonegood

forthemselves.MantsongahashisEatery,bythe



lookofthingsheseemstobemakingit.Bagos

ownstwotaxis,andBoneiswellofftoo.Then

there'sme,livingonmyfriend'shandout...

IwassittingattheEatery,IseenowMantsongais

tryingtopimpitup..

Me:Ithinkyoushouldleaveitlikethis

Mantsonga:Why?

Me:WeliveinEkasiNtwana,peoplewantvibe.

Pimpingitoutmakingitseeminglylooklikeatop

notcheatingplacepeoplewillthinktheynotfinancial

stableenoughtocomeandchillher.Makeitagood

placebutnotfancy,stillkeepthevibe

Mantsonga:Yizo(That'sthewaytogo)

Ilookedaround..

Mantsonga:YoudoingwellNtwana

Me:Huh?

Mantsonga:Mostpeoplewhogetout,theystruggle



throughkodwayoudoingwell.It'sagreatstart

Me:YaIsuppose

Ilookedatthetime,IwaswaitingforIrene.We

exclusivenow..Irenehasagoodjob,sheseemslike

shecanaffordherself.Ireallydon'tknowwhyshe

wouldsettleforsomeonelikeme.Someonewho

doesn'thaveanythingnorupinherstandards..She's

anicewomanandIam fallingforher,Ijustdon't

wannafallhard.Incase,shedoesaFuthionme

whenshe'stired..

IRENE

Me:Gogongicedile(I'm done)

Shecametothekitchen..

Gogo:NgiyabongaRiri

Me:Sengiyahambakodwaumauqindezelekangicela

ungifonele(I'm leavingnow,ifyoudon'tfeelwell



pleasecallme)

Gogo:KodwaRiriuyazingiyazenzela,sengihlushwa

njeyisifubanamhlanje(YouknowIdoeverythingon

myown,justthattodaymychestisclosingin)

MyGrandmotherhasbothasthmaandalso

sufferingfrom Hypertension..

Sincefrom yesterday,she'sbeenhavingawhooping

cough.IhopeherNebulizerwillhelp,ifitdoesn't.I'll

havetotakehertotheDrtomorrow.Itooktwodays

off,I'llbegoingbacktoworkonMonday,todayit

wasThursday..

Ihaven'ttoldheraboutVukaniandI.Imean,Vukani

doesn'thaveanacceptablereputation.Youknow

howeldersare..

Me:Ngizokubonake(I'llseeyoulater)



Gogo:Hambake(Youcango)

FUTHI

Theybroughtinthescones.Ithasbeenadreadful

week.Iwasemotionallyandphysicallytired..My

FatherisgettingburiedonSaturday,at9am.Atleast

it'llbeearly,by13:00everythingwillbedone..

MyBrother'swifecametome,Iwassittingoutside

onthechairtakingabreather.Myfeetwereswollen...

Her:Unjani?(howareyou)

Me:I'm tired

Her:Icanimagine

Me:Everyoneiscallingmefrom lefttoright

Her:AwwNxese(sorry)

Me:ThisisthetimeIwishIcoulddrink



Shelaughed..

Her:Ifeelyou

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:InanhourIhavetodriveouttofetchuMpilo

Her:Relaxuntilthen

Bonewasnotaround,hewasinCapeTown.Icould

feelhisabsentia,hehelpsmealotwithMpilo..

IRENE

IgottotheEateryandVukaniwasalreadythere..

Me:Am Ithatlate?

Hegotuptokissme..

Vuks:Alittle

Me:AskiesIgotheldupathome



Vuks:It'sokay

Webothsatdown..

Me:llovefoodfrom here

Vuks:It'llbemyfirsttime?

Me:Serious?

Vuks:Ya

Me:You'llenjoy

Vuks:Ngathikesogcinaukuzala(It'llbethelast

timewecomehere)

Me:HauNgoba?(why)

Vuks:There'salotofguyswhocomehere,andif

youcomeheretoofrequentlythenayi

Ichuckled..

Me:Jealous?

Vuks:Kude(I'm not)

Me:Youhavenoreasontobejealous

Vuks:Mawusho(Ifyousayso)



Hegotup..

Vuks:Whatam Igettingyou?

Me:DumplingsandTripe,neHunter'sgold

Vuks:Sharpngiyeza(I'm coming)

Hewenttobuyusthefood..

BONE

MyperformancewasonSaturdaybutIdecidedto

comehereearliersoIcouldgetfreshair.CapeTown

isagoodtouristattraction..

Irecievedacallfrom Mantsonga..

Me:Awwinjayehlathi

Tsonga:Bhubesi

Me:UthiniNdonda?(What'sthematter)

Tsonga:I'm withVukanila



Me:Ngiyezwandonda(Ihearyou)

Tsonga:Ithinkweshouldrecruithim

Me:Whatwedo,wecan'thavesomeonewhohas

badbloodwithmejointheteam

Tsonga:AhhcomeonNdonda,Vuksisourfriend

Me:Was

Tsonga:Mnaks,wecan'tletoneofourownsuffer

likethis..Hesayshe'sokaybutIdon'tthinkheis

Me:Vukanihasissuesthatheneedstodiedown

Tsonga:Ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)

Me:Imightwannahelpoutbut...There'sstillsome

issuesthere

Tsonga:NoIhearyou

IRENE

Icouldseethatsomethingwasbotheringhim..His

mindwassomewhereelse..



Me:Vukani

Helookedatme..

Me:What'swrong?

Hesmiledalittle..

Vukani:Whyareyouwithme?

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Vukani:Youcouldbewithanyoneelse,someone

betterbutyouchoseme.Ican'taffordyoualifethat

awomanwishesfor

Me:Wait..YouthinkI'm thattypeofawoman?Look

Idon'tknowthekindofwomenthatyou'vedatedbut

please.Nevercomparemetothem,Iam workingI

cangetmyown.Younotmyprovider,youmy

boyfriend

Vukani:Ididn'tmeanitlikethat

Me:Thenwhatdoyoumean?

Vukani:Youdon'tknowhowhardthisisforme,

datingsomeonewhoismorefinancialstablethan

me



Me:YourbruisedEgo,that'syourownissuethatyou

needtodealwith.Notmine,leavemeoutofit

Vukani:Askies?Whodoyouthinkyoutalkingtoo?

Oneofyourfriends?

Me:Youaresittingthereindirectlyaccusingmeof

beingagolddiggerandI'm supposedtobehappy?

Smile?

Vukani:Ineversaidyouagolddigger

Me:Canyouletmefinish?

Vukani:Youcanfinishbutifyougoingtobe

repeatingmywords,getthem right

Me:MaybeIshouldleave

Vukani:Soyougoingtoletfoodgotowaste

becauseofalittleargument?

Me:Ididn'tleavemysickGrandmotherathometo

comehereandbeaccusedofbeingagolddigger

Hehitthetable..

Vukani:EyyInevercalledyouagolddigger!

Peoplewerenowlookingatus...



Me:I'm leaving

Vukani:Irene

Igotupfrom thechair,tookmybagandleft.

FUTHI

IgottomycaranddrovetoMpilo'sschool..

AsIwasdrivingoutofthehood,justnotfarfrom the

EateryIswearthatIsawVukaniwithsomeyellow

bone.Ilookedatthem,hewastryingtotouchher

butshewassteppingback.Lookedliketheywere

havinganargument..

Ilookedather,shelookedfamiliar.ItwasIrene,

really?IreneisdatingVukani?



Neverimaginedhersettlingdownwithaguylike

Vukaniespeciallysinceshe'sanindependent

woman..Irenehasalwaysbeenfullofherself,she

thinksshe'sbetterthananyone.Alwaysathome,not

mixingwithpeoplefrom aroundher,I'm even

surprisedshe'sdatingVukani.Irolleddownthe

window..

IRENE

Vukani:Awuyekeizintoezisnaxkantiyini?(What's

withtheattitude)

Me:Thatwasnotnice..Youhaveyourownissuesto

workon,don'tprojectthem onme

Vukani:OkayIheardyoudammit!

Ifoldedmyarms..



Vukani:Canwegobackandeat?

Ididn'tsayanything..

Vukani:Please

Ilookedathim..

Me:OnlybecauseIlikethefoodaroundhere

Vukani:WashouMaukuthiamayellowb-(Mymom

didsaythatyellowbonesare-)

Me:Icanmakeitatakeawayandeatathome

Vukani:Sorryke
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FUTHI

IwasstillverymuchstuckonVukaniandIrene.Istill

don'tknowhowIrenecouldpossiblyfallforaguy

likeVukani?Ireneisindependent.Hasagoodjob

andholdsherselftohighstandards.Atthesame

time,anotherpartofmewasjealous,verymuch

jealous.ImeanIexpectedtobereplacedbyahood

rat,youknowtheoneswithnocleardirection.What

didIreneseeinhim?Iknowhischarming,his

arrogancydrawsyouclosertohim.Hasagoodsex

gamebutVukanihasnothing,nothingatall.He's

justVukani..

IwastalkingtomybestfriendInnocentia.

Inno:She'sprobablydesperatebecauseitreally

doesn'tmakesense.Vukanijustgotoutofjail,he



hasnothing

Me:I'm tellingyouandyouknowmeandIrenedon't

getalong

Inno:Youthinkhe'sdoingthistospiteyou?

Me:No..Vukanidoesn'tknowIrene,hewasalready

arrestedwhenshegothere.Shemightbetheone

whoisonthespitingside

Inno:Youthink?

Me:Ithink

Inno:Aghjustleavethem,iftheybothinitforthe

wrongreasonsthenitwon'twork

Me:NoIcan'tjustleaveit

Inno:Whatareyouthinking?

Me:I'm thinkingthatIshouldgiveVukaniachance

withMpilo

Inno:HaiMngani!

Me:NotasafatherbutanUncle

Inno:DidyouspeaktoBoneaboutthis?



Me:Notyet,butIwill

Inno:Shuuuuuuthisisbig

Me:Vukani'sMom isagoodPerson,withheraround

IknowMpilowillbesafe

Inno:YoustillloveVukaniright?Younotdoingthis

forMpilobutyourselflet'sbehonest

Me:OfcourseIstillloveuVukanibutcircumstances

arejustnotallowing,he'snotstableenough

Inno:Haiwewillsee

IRENE

Hedidupsetmenolie,butweendeduphavinga

nicemealandagoodtimetogether.

Someofhisoldfriendsandpeopleheknewpulled

up,musicwasplaying.Justabeautifulchilledvibe..



Iwassittingonhim now,wantedtomakea

statementsoeveryonecouldknowwetogether..

Iunderstandabitwherehe'scomingfrom buthe

hastodealwithhisissuesbecausetheywillgetin

betweenus..

Hewhisperedinmyear..

Vukani:Hlalakahle(Sitstill)

IwasdrinkingHunter'sGoldandhewasdrinking

Castlelight,areallycoldonethathislipswouldbe

coldwhenheplacesthem onmyneck..

Tsonga:Let'sgoforasmoke

Me:Doyoumind?

Ishookmyheadno..Igotupandhestoodup,then



theywalkedaway..

Iwasn'tsittingalone,IwasleftwithTsonga's

girlfriend..

FUTHI

IwasonthephonewithBone,wasexplainingthe

situationtohim..

Bone:IdobelievethatachildneedshisFather

Me:Soyounotmad?

Bone:WhywouldIbe?Solongthatthere'snothing

goingonbetweenyoutwo

Me:Ipromise

Bone:Okaywe'lltalkmorewhenIgetback

Me:OkayImissyou

Bone:Yaabye



Hehungup..

Thatwasstrange..

BONE

Shemadeherwaytome..

Shelookedtired,Idon'tblameher..

Me:Theresheis

Shesmiled..Shegottomeandwesharedahug..

Me:UnjaniNkosazana?(Howareyou)

Thulile:Tired

Me:AwwkodwaNkosi

Thulile:Ng'bonganjesengifikile(I'm gratefulthatI'm



alreadyhere)

Me:Namingibongaukufikakwakho(I'm also

gratefulforyourarrival)

Ihelpedherwithherbags,wewalkedtothecar..

Thulile:There'salotthatweneedtotalkabout

Me:Iknow

Iam livingasecretlife.Thulileismylongtimewife,

welltraditionallyshe'sconsideredso.Idatedher

backwhenIwasstilllivinginKzn,beforeImoved

here.BeforeIwasevenBone..

Itwashardleavingherbehind,sheliveswithmy

relativesdownthere.Thefamilyhouse..Myfamily

andIweoriginallyfrom Kzn,Mom camedownhere

alongtimeagoworkreasons..

Keepingthisfrom Futhihasalsobeenhard,actually



keepingthisfrom thebothofthem wasdifficult..

Iwasn'tgoingtopaylobolaforFuthi,justthatshe

waspressurizingme.Youknow,"Iknowmyworth".

Sowhenshefindsoutaboutthis,Idon'tknowwhat's

goingtohappenviathelegalroute.MyUncles

weren'ttheoneswhowerepresentwhenthe

negotiationswerehandledinFuthi'shouse,Ibought

peopletodothat.MyfamilydowninKzndon'tknow

abouther,onlymysistersdo.

Ifitgoeswell,Icouldpotentiallyturnthisinto

polygamy.IfThuliledoesn'tagreethenI'llleaveFuthi,

I'llchooseThulileoverFuthi.

VUKANI

Tsonga:Bhekathethingis..BoneandIweinvolved

inthisthing

Me:Whatthing?



Tsonga:Let'scallitathingfornow..Boneistoo

proudtoadmitthatweneedyou

Me:WhatthingNdonda?

Hepuffed..

Tsonga:Wesell..Wedealwithguns,wesellingguns

Me:Youdon'tsay

Tsonga:Kodwayoudon'thavetotell

Mantsongahasalwaysfoundithardtokeepa

secret..

Tsonga:Ithinkit'sgoingtobeagoodstartupfor

you,financially..YaboIzinjaZehlathijustlikebefore

Me:Itookthefall

Tsonga:Yaathatwasbadluck,wrongplaceatthe

wrongtime



Thatmeanstheteam didn'tsellmeout,iftheydid.

Tsongawouldspilloutthebeans.

Me:Manjeithinileeyakho?(WhatdidBonesay)

Tsonga:He'sworriedandallyouknow,sinceyou

twoarenolongertight

Me:Isee

BONE

Iwasdrivingwhilstholdingherhandwithmy

Mother..

WithFuthiitwasn'tmeanttobethisserious,thought

wewerejustgoingtopasstime.Nowshe'spregnant,

andall..



Thulileisveryrespectful,neverpressuredmeabout

visitingthatmuch.SheusedtovisitbeforeIpaid

lobolaforFuthi,whenFuthicameIstoppedher.

She'sverygroundedonrules,andwouldn'tquestion

me.IalwaystakeouttheexcusethatI'm busy,on

theroadandIonlyvisithernownottheotherway

around..

Idon'tknowhowIam goingtohandlethis,but

definitelyI'm choosingThulile.Iinvitedherdown

heresoshecouldwatchmeperform onSaturday..

.

Tobecontinued

Excuseanyerrorsencountered
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FUTHI

ThelongwaitofmyFather'sfuneralfinallycame.

VeryearlyontheSaturdaymorning,wewokeupand

preparedforthedayahead.

Potswerealreadyonthefireat4am,peoplewere

goinginandoutofthehouse.Itwasachaotic

morningforallofus..

Idecidednottoseehim inhiscoffin,IfiguredthatI

couldn'taffordtocollapse.NotwhenIam pregnant,

mightinvoluntarilyhurtthebaby..

Mpilowasrunningaroundandchildbeinga

notoriouschildwithhiscousins,thankstomycousin

whotookcareofthekids.Bathingthem,and



preparingthem forthedayahead.

By8am wewerealreadyatthetent,theservicehad

started..

Ilookedathiscoffin,mybestfriendwasgone.I'll

neverseehisfaceagain,hissmilenorhearhim

teasingmeanymore.Itwashard,butitwasmore

harderformyMother.Hewasalsoherbestfriend,

justthetwoofthem.Nowshe'salone,allofusaren't

livingathome..

IRENE

Vukaniaskedmetoaccompanyhim toaFuneral.

Ntombifuthifather'sfuneral..

Icanrelatewhatshe'sgoingthrough,Iremember

whenmyownFatherpassedon.Itwashardonme,



I'm stillbattlingtoaccepthisdeathevennow.That

wasevenalongtimeagothathepassedon..

IlookedatmyselfinthemirroronelasttimewhenI

heardthecarhooting.Hewasalreadyparked

outside.MyGrandmotherwasfeelingabitbetter,

butnotbetterforhertobeoutside.HenceI'm going

tothefuneral,torepresentherasaneighbour..I

tookmybagandwalkedout,shewassleepingwhen

Ileft.

BONE

MyPerformanceisstartingatnight,soIdecidedto

takeThulileoutforshoppingthismorning..

Thulile:Whataboutthisone?

Ilookedattheshort..

Me:Awwngeke,izingqizonkengaphandle(No,it's



toorevealing)

Shelaughedandputitback..

IloveThulisilejustthewaysheis.She'swell

reserved,she'snotoutthere.Veryrespectfuland

takesinseriouslyonhowshepresentsherselfinthe

dressingdepartment.Observinghertryingtodivert

awayfrom herusualdressingstyle,spokevolumes

tome.

Whywouldshestartdressingdifferentlynow?

Revealingherbodytobemoreexact?Raisedafew

questions..

Iwalkedawayfrom her,tocallsomeonewhoIhave

alwayshiredtokeepaneyeonherthatside..

Me:Mnaks

Him:Mnaks



Me:AwushokeBafo,ithiniIndabakaThulile?(what

isThulile'sstory)

Him:AwwakukhookutheniwenaMnaxusenjalo

(There'snothingmuch,she'sstillthesame)

Me:Akukhonjeosenamehlo?(There'snoonewhois

eyeingher)

Him:AkekhowenaMnaxngobakuyaziwaiNtokazi

yendile(There'snoonewhoiseyeingherbecause

theyknowshe'staken)

Me:NgibongamakunjalokeMnax(I'm happywhen

it'slikethat)

Him:KubongaminaBafo(I'm theonewhois

thankful)

FUTHI

Theservicewenton,theprogram wenton.People

whospokeabouthim,spokebeautifully.Hewas

indeedagoodman,notonlyathome,butalsointhe

community.



IlookedaroundastheFuneralPalourpeoplewalked

in,toalertusthattimewasup..

AfewMenfrom churchandfamilymembersstood

byhiscoffintoliftitupandtakehim out.WhenI

turnedback,InoticedIreneandVukanisittingatthe

back.Ifindthishighlydisrespectful,thisismy

Father'sfuneral.Notsome,romanticgatewayfor

them..

Ican'tbelieveVukanididthis,thisisabsurdbringing

myarchenemytothefuneral?Thisisnotthetime

forhim toshowoff..

Westoodup,familyandrelatives.Wewalkedout

behindmyFather'scoffin.Mycousinwasbesideme,

holdingme.MakingsurethatIam abletowalkout

tothefamilycar..



Iwaswearingshades,Iwasabletolookatthem

withoutthem noticing.Irenemadesuretolookher

best.Imeanthisisadamnfuneral!Notamakeup

parade!!!IheldMpilo'shandaswewalkedout..

BONE

Theshoppingendedupwithushavingbreakfast..

Thuli:Besengicanga(Iwasthinking)

Ilookedather..

Thuli:Ithinkit'stime,meandLuthandomoveinwith

you

Ichokedonmyjuiceandcoughed..

Me:Wespokeaboutthis

Thuli:I'm tiredofjustbeingthereandyouthere,I'm

marriedtoyounotyourfamily!



Me:Kodwayou'llalwaysbealone

Thuli:Idon'tmind,Ijustwannabeclosetoyou

Sheextendedmyhandtomine..

Me:Okayletmethinkaboutit

Thuli:Don'ttaketoomuchtime

FUTHI

Wearrivedatthegraveyard,wewalkedtowherewe

weresupposedtositdown..

Atthefront..

Theystoodtherelikethe"Itcouple".

HeheldtheUmbrellaforher,sheheldtightlytohis

arm..Itwassickening.Theyweresuffocatingme.I

gotupandwalkedawayfrom thesituation,Mpilo



followedme..

Iwalkedadistancetovomit..

Mpilo:Mamaareyouokay?

Me:Mpiloawume(Waitaminute)

Iwasn'tfeelingtoowell,Iwasnauseated.

Voice:Water?

Irecognizethevoice,itwasHim.Iwipedmylipsand

turnedback,hewasstandingbehindmewitha

bottleofwater..

Me:I'm fine

Vuks:Youdon'tseem fine

Me:Yaawhatisittoyou?



HelookedatMpilo..

Vuks:Isawyoutakingoff,sawyouweren'tfeeling

well

Me:WhatisittoyouVukani?Shouldn'tyoubewith

yourgirlfriend?

Hechuckledandpinchedhiseyeswithhisfingers..

Vukani:Forgetit

Hewalkedaway..

Me:Doyouloveher?

Heturnedbackandlookedatme..

Vukani:Yes.IthinkIdo

Inoddedrepeatedlytryingtoswallowwithalumpon

mythroat...

Me:Toobadbecause..Iwasdecidingtoletyousee

MpilobutIdon'tknowifIshouldtrustheraroundmy

Son



Hewalkedbacktous..

Vukani:IfIwasn'tdatingIrene,wouldyouhave

decidedonthis?

Me:Yes

Vukani:Whydidn'tyoubeforeIstarteddatingIrene?

Me:Iwasthinkingaboutit

Vukani:Futhithisisridiculous

IsawIrenewalkingtous..

Me:SoI'llhearfrom you,ifyouwantarelationship

withyourSonora..Ayellowbonewithapairof

yellowlegs

IheldMpilo'shandandwewalkedaway,meeting

Irenehalfway..

Irene:Hi

Istoppedandlookedather..



Irene:I'm sosorryaboutyourFather

Me:Thankyou..Thesethingshappen

Irene:Iknowhowhardit,whenIlostmyfatherIc-

Me:Areyouseriouslymakingthisaboutyou?

Irene:Pardon?

Me:ThisismyFather'sfuneralandyougoingto

makethisaboutyou?YouandyourFather?

Irene:Ohhnodon'tgetmewrong,Iwasn't.I'm so

sorryifImadeyoufeelthatway

Me:Whyareyouevenhere?YouandIaren'teven

close?

Irene:Ididn'tthinkafuneralrequiredonetoholda

certainrelationshiptobethereforsomeone

Vukaniwalkedtous..

Me:Let'sgetonethingstraight.Justbecauseyou

datingmyBabyDaddyitdoesn'tmeanthatyouandI

arenowfriendsokay?

Irene:Understood



Me:Good

IpulledMpiloandwewalkedaway..

IRENE

Thatwasrude.Idon'tknowFuthithatwelltoeven

haveaproblem withher,Idon'tknowwhyshehasa

problem withme..

Vukani:Youalright?

Me:Yes..I'm fine

Iwasn'tgoingtothrowafitatthefuneral.

Heheldmyhand..

Vukani:Wannagetoutofhere?

Me:Please

Vukani:Let'sgositinthetaxi

Wewalkedovertothetaxi..



FUTHI

Isatdown,Mpilosatontopofme..

Mpilo:Mamawhoisthat?

Me:ShhhMpilo

Ilookedatthem walkinguptoVukani'staxi.

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Afterwegotbacktothecemetery,Ihadnointerest

instayingandeating.NotafterwhatFuthitoldme,

thatultimatum.Iwoulddoanythingtobeapartof

mySon'sliferightnow,butitshouldn'tmakeme

choose.Ireneisawonderfulwoman,Ienjoybeing

withher.Shehasn'tgivenmeanyreasonsofarto

thinkotherwiseofher.Yes,mytrusthasbeen

brokeninaverybadway,inawaythatInever

thoughtIcouldtrustagain.IcansayI'm slowlybut

surelyadaptingtotrustingIrene,Iam fallingdeeply

forher.Iexpectedhertothrowafitatmytalkingto

Futhi,butshedidn't.Shehandledthesituationwell.

Whowouldn'twanttobewithsuchawoman?Well

behavedandsherespectsherselfgreatly..



Idroppedheroffatherplace,Iwillbepickingherup

laterforasleepover..

MyMom wasfinishinguponthespringcleaningasI

walkedin..

Ma:Howdiditgo?

Me:Itwentwell

Ma:Passmethoseglasses

Idid..

Ma:What'sonyourmind?

Me:Howdidyouknow?

Ma:Youhavethatlook

Me:FuthihasagreedformetobeapartofMpilo's

life

Ma:Justlikethat?

Me:ButshewantsIreneoutofthepicture

Ma:JustwhenIwasabouttocomplimenther



Me:Idon'tunderstandwhyshe'ssocommittedto

makemylifealivinghell

Ma:IpartlyblameherMother,howdoyouexpect

FuthitoturnoutdifferentlywhenherownMotheris

thattoxic?Constantlyinfluencinghertoruin

people'slives?

Me:Yaait'sbad

Ma:OntheotherhandIunderstandabitwhereshe's

comingfrom

Me:Youdo?

Ma:Idon'tknowIreneenoughtomisjudgeher,but

anywomanwouldbeconcernedbringingherkidin

thepresenceofanotherwoman.Notallwomenare

keenonstepkids

Me:Iwasn'tgoingtoincludeIreneinMpilo'slife

prematurely,Iwouldn'triskit

Ma:Futhijustwantstohaveaholdonyou,she

doesn'twanttoseeyousucceeding

Me:Ireallydon'tknowwhattodo

Ma:Talktoher



Me:Idid

Ma:Tryagain

IRENE

IwastakingoffmyearringswhenmyGrandmother

walkedin,shecoughed..

Grams:Youlooklikeyouweretheonewhowas

buryingsomeoneclosetoyou

Ismiled..

Me:HiGrandma

Grams:Funeraltookyouback?

Me:Iwish

Shesatonmybed..

Grams:Thenwhat'swrong?



Me:I..Iam seeingsomeone

Grams:Ohwusuyajola(youdating)

Me:Grams

Grams:Kwathinike?(Whathappened)

Me:Hehasachildwithawomanwhoseemstoxic,

whohatesme

Grams:Whoishe?

Me:Uhm..Vukani

Isaidthatwithalowvoice..

Grams:InganekaNtuli?(Ntuli'schild)

Me:Eya

Grams:Wasn'thearrested?

Me:Yes

Grams:Usuzamaukuthiawasekhoamadodana?

(Areyousayingthere'snoMenanymore)

Me:He'sareallygreatguyMa

Grams:EyyIreneIdon'tknowwhattosay,I'venever

datedanexconwithatoxicbabyMamabefore



Ilaughed,shehasabitofanoffensivesenseof

humor..

Me:Anotherthing,I'm sleepingoverathisplace

tonight

Grams:Usuzohambaunyaka?(You'llbegonefora

year)

Me:NoGrams,I'llbebackonSunday

Grams:That'swhatyouallsay,Beseumuntu

usebuyiswaamaphoyisa(Youwillbebroughtback

bythePolice)

Me:Awwchangeke(Iwon't)

Grams:Haike,IreallylikehisMother.She'sa

wonderfulwoman,blessherheart

Me:Ihopeshewilllikeme

Grams:Shewillloveyou

FUTHI



Idrankaglassofwater.Boneneversaidanything

today,itwasalarming.Whatifhe'shurtor

something?

Icalledhim..

Bone:Futhi

Thatwasunusual..

Me:Iwascallingtofindoutifyouokay,Ihaven't

heardanythingfrom youtoday

Bone:I'm goodjustbusytheperformanceisinafew

hours

Me:WellweburiedmyFather

Bone:Howwasit?

Me:Itwasokay,stillcan'tbelievehe'sgone

Bone:Youneedtotryandlivewithit

Hewascold,thisisunlikehim..

Iheardafemalevoiceatthebackground.



Bone:Ihavetogo,thecrewiscalling

Me:OkayIlov-

Hehungup..Hehunguponme..

BONE

Shewalkedoutofthebathroom fullydressed..

Thulile:Whatdoyouthink?

Me:Umuhle(youlookbeautiful)

Thulile:Thatwasn'tconvincingenough

Me:I'm sorry..Iwasthinkingaboutwhatyou

proposedearlier

Thulile:Iam yourwife,wegettingmarriednext

month.Wesupposedtobelivingtogetheras

husbandandwifeandourDaughterLuthando

Me:Iknow..Iknow

Iwalkeduptohim andheldherhands..



Me:Ipromiseafterthewedding,youguyswillmove

downwithme

Thulile:Thenthat'sgood

FUTHI

Vukanicalledme..

Me:Vukani

Vukani:Ithoughtaboutwhatyoutoldme

Me:So?

Vukani:Idon'tunderstandhowmyrelationshipwill

influencemybondingwithmySon

Me:Youwantmetotrustanotherwomanwithmy

Daughter?

Vukani:Iam notgoingtobringherclosertomySon

Me:Yeahright

Vukani:Awukahleukusangana!(Stopbeingcrazy)

Me:Wewilltalkagainwhenyouarereadytohavea



relationshipwithMpilo

Vukani:AghmaanthisisnotaboutMpilo,thisis

aboutyourjealousyandinsecuritiesngoIrene

Me:Areyouserious?Haibo!MyjealousyoverIrene?

Ngoba?

Vukani:I'm notstupid

Me:Believewhatyouwannabelieve

Vukani:Don'tuseuMpilotofightyourbattles,Have

youeverthoughtaboutwhenthetruthcomesout?It

alwaysdoes!WhatareyougoingtosaytouMpilo

whenhegrowsup?He'sgoingtoknowaboutme

Ikeptquiet..

Vukani:Ohwyoudidn'tthinkthatfardidyou?

Me:GivemesometimetorunthisbyuMpiloand

makehim understand,kodwafornow.You'llbe

introducingyourselfashisUncle

Vukani:Finebyme

Me:I'llbeintouch

Vukani:Sharp



Ihungup...

VUKANI

Ma:Vukani

Me:Ma

Ma:CanyoupleasehelpyourFathergettothetoilet?

Hewantstourinate.Youjusthelphim outofthe

chair

Me:Okay

IwenttotheirBedroom..

Me:Pops

Helookedatme..

Me:YouwannausetheLoo?

Dad:WhereisyourMother?

Me:uBusy

Dad:Itwon'teventake5minofhertime



Hewassittingonthebed..

Me:ComeonI'llhelpyou

Dad:AwubizeUnyoko(CallyourMother)

Me:Ijustsaidshe'sbusy

Dad:Idon'tcare!Thisismyhouse,ifnoonewants

tofollowthroughwithmyrulesnonkefokofani!

Iclickedmytongueandwalkedout...

Ma:He'srefusing?

Me:Yaa

Ma:Ifiguredmuch

Me:Dramaticleboyfriendyakho

Ma:HeurinatesittingdownVukani,maybehe

doesn'twantyoutoseethatvulnerablesideofhim

Me:Hewhat?

Ma:It'sreallydifficultonhim

MyFatherusedtobeaverystrongman.Hewould

beatyouupuntilyoubleed.Tohearthatheisthis



vulnerable,itwasshocking.

Me:NgisashayaiRound

Ma:Okay

BONE

Irecievedacallfrom oneofmyMen..

Me:Sgwili?

Sgwili:Bhoza

Me:What'sthematter?

Sgwili:EishwenaBhozakubi(It'sbad)

Me:KhulumaNdonda(Talk)

Sgwili:Balahleintoenakanje(Theylostagun)

Me:Ithiuyadlala?(Tellmeyoujoking)

Sgwili:Kude(I'm notlying)



Me:Bathole,utholelentoenakanje(Findthem,and

findthatgun)

Ihungup..

IcalledTsonga,andtoldhim whathappened.

Tsonga:Thiscan'tbehappening,theyrentedthe

guns.Theycan'tlosethem,notevenone

Me:Ithappened

Tsonga:Ithinkyouknowwhattodo

Me:Wenotdoingthat

Tsonga:YouneedVuks,weneedInjayehlathi.We

bothknowit!

.

Tobecontinued
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BONE

Theperformancewasgreat,thecrowdloveditandI

wassatisfiedwiththeoutcome.Wewerenowgoing

totheafterparty,justMe,Thuli,thecrewandafew

fans.Idon'tknowhowThulileisgoingtohandlethis

becauseshe'snotbigonpartyinganddrinking,butI

dowishshewillhaveabitoffun..

Irecievedatextfrom Futhiwhichread:

"Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningbetweenus,butI

don'tlikeit.Wedriftingapartandithurts."

Ideletedthemessageafterreadingandputmy

phoneaway..



IRENE

MyGrandmotherwasright,Vukani'sMom isavery

lovelylady.She'spolitelyoutspoken,hasthemost

beautifulandwarm smile.

Sheisfriendlyandverywelcoming..

Weweresittingaroundthedinnertable,having

dinner..

EvenhisSisterisnice,exceptforhisfather.Hewas

makingslycommentsthroughout.

Zuxie:I'llgoandpreparethedessert

Me:I'llhelp

Zuxie:Don'tstrainyourselfDear,youareaguest

Thando:I'llhelpyou



Theybothgotupandwenttopreparethedessert,

notforgettinghowmuchofagoodshewas..

Me:Yourfamilyisnice

Vukani:Youthink?BecauseIam thinkingof

disowningthem

Webothlaughed..

HisFatherhadretiredtobed..Hewasn'thappy

aboutbeernotbeingincludedonthedinnertable..

Vukani:SorryaboutmyFather,hehasamindofhis

own

Me:It'sokay,thankyouforinvitingme.Youhavea

lovelyhome

Vukani:Thankyou

FUTHI



Atleasteverythingwasdone,peopleleftandonly

familywasleft.Dishesandpotsweredone,onlyless

workwasleftfortomorrow..

IstreamedBone'sperformanceliveonYouTube,

theyhadincludedit.Heperformedwithfansonthe

stage,therewasonewomanhekeptonbeing

touchytouchywith.

Hewouldignorealltheotherfemalesand

concentrateonher.Shewasgivingmebadvibes,

therewassomethingoffabouther.Iwasina

crapper,Vukanihasmovedon.Boneisactingcold

towardsme,itwastoomuch.

IRENE

Afterthedinner,wewenttohisbackroom.



Mostguystheirroomsaren'tasimpressive,butIlike

Vukani'sroom.Itwascleanandtherewasn'tany

unusualsmell,orthebedsmellofsneakers.Duvet

wascleantoo,Iwasveryimpressed.Whyshouldn'tI

bethough?Heisacleanguy..

Iturnedaroundtolookathim andhekissedme.He

ranhishandsfrom mythighsallupunderneathmyt-

shirt..

Me:Wait..Wait..Wait..Stop

Vuks:Whatisit?

Hewasstillforcingthroughtokissme

Vuks:Whatisit?

Me:Ifwedothis,Ineedtoknowthatbetweenus.It's

real

Vuks:Itisreal

Me:Iam notplayinggames

Vuks:Iam notplayinggameseither



Hetookoffmyt-shirtandItookofhis.Hemoved

backwardstothebed,hesatdownandIsatontop

ofhim.Hetookoffmybraandcaressedmybody,

busykissingthroughandpokingmytitswithhis

tongue.Ihaven'thadactioninalongtime,eversince

myexpassedon..

BONE

IwalkedoutasIgotacallfrom Tsonga.

Tsonga:So?

Me:Couldn'twedothistomorrow?

Tsonga:Themoretimewewaste,themoreour

businesscrumbles

Tsongawasanotheronethatwasverycloseto

Vukani..

Me:Fine..I'llspeaktohim

Tsonga:Icouldspeaktohim

Me:IthinkIshoulddoit



Tsonga:I'llhearfrom youthen

Me:Sharp

IRENE

Wewerenakednow,helaidbackonthebedasI

kneltonthebedbesidehim takingafullgripofhis

hardblackdick.Thefactthatitwasabigblackcock,

turnedmeonevenmore.Iwasneverintolight

skinnedguys,I'vealwaysbeenaboutdarkchocolate

lateones.

Thefeelofit,hardeningmoreasmyhandfirmlyhad

agriponitcirclingmymouthallthewaydownand

feelingittouchingthebackofmymouth,surely

verifiedthatitwasgoingtofillmeup.Iwentdown

onhim,withmysalivagivingmorelubrication

makinghim tomoanandgetup.Ifelthishand

runningdownmybackallthewaytomyexposed

butt.Herubbeditandspankeditafewtimes,



proceedingdowntomycoochie.

Hisfingersrubbedagainstmyentrancealltheway

uptomyclit.Itookitoutofmymouthandmoaned

andherubbedandpokedmyalreadythrobbingclit.I

couldn'tkeepstillasthepleasureintensified.Iwent

backtogivinghim aBJ,andthenheslippedhistwo

fingersinsideofme.Iscreamedalittle,aspainshot

throughtoo.Butitquicklysiezedashefingerfucked

me..

Me:Ahhhhh..Ahhhhh..

Iwasgettingmorewet,couldheartheslippery

soundbeinggivenbythewetnessofmycoochie..

Vuks:Don'tstop..Don'tgetyourmouthoffit

Icontinued,butitwashardfortryingtomoanwith



allthepleasureIwasfeeling..

FUTHI

Iputonmytracksuitandsleepers.Thinkingtoo

muchaboutthissituationwasstartingtostressme

out.IhadbeencallingBone,hewasn'tpickingup.It

stressedmeoutmore.

ItookmyphoneandcheckedonMpilo,hewas

sleepingwithhiscousins..

ImademywayouttoVukani'splace.Ineededtobe

withsomeonetokeepmymindfrom thinkingalot,I

neededtobecuddledandheldtightthroughoutthe

night..

IRENE



Islippedthecondom allthewaydown,holdingthe

tipsoitdoesn'tfillupwithairinside.Itcoveredhis

dicktightlyandIprayitdoesn'tbreak..

Hemoveduptobalancehisbackagainstthebig

pillow.Ispreadoutmylegsonhim andguideditin

carefully.ThetipalonebeingsideIfeltit.Hewas

holdingmywaistandslidingmedowntoofrom his

side,Iwentdownabitfurther..

Me:Awww

Vuks:Askies

Isliditoutagainandtried.Hemovedhishandfrom

mywaistandhelditfrom thebottom.Heguideditin,

itwasbetterifhediditbecauseifIdoitIwon'tfully

getitin..

Ifeltitstretchingmeinsidefordearlife,Ilaidboth

myhandsonhisshoulders.Heleanedforwardand

startedsuckingonmytit.Hegothishandbackon



mywaistandslidmedownagain,withoutabitof

mercythistime.Igrabbedhisskinandsunkmynails

deepinside..

Me:VukaniAhhhhh...

Slidmeallthewaydownandmyscream gotlouder

whenIfinallyreachedthebottom,Ifeltitdeep

inside..

Istartedgoingupanddownslowly,heswitched

betweenmynipplesandmovedhishandsdownto

grabandshakemyass..

WhenIwentupanddown,itwasalsoticklingmyclit

withthecombinationofmytitsgettingsucked.The

painwasovershadowedwithpleasure,pleasurewas

kickingin..Ileanedbackalittlemakingmytittoslid

outofhismouth,Iletmyhandgodowntomassage

andsqueezehisballs..



FUTHI

Iopenedthegateandgentlyclosedit.Thenshotit

throughtolock..

Thelightswereofffrom thehouse,Iwenttothe

back.Thelightonhisroom wason,asIgotcloser.I

heardvoices,hewasreallygivingittoher.Shewas

moaningloudly,hewasgroaning.Irefrainedmy

handfrom knockingasmymouthdriedup.Imoved

closertothewindow.Hedidn'tuntietheotherdark

partofthecurtain,soIcouldseeabitwhatwas

happening.Shewasontopofhim,fuckingherself

againsthim.Bythelookofit,bothwereenjoying

eachother..

Tearsburnedmyeyes,mychestclosedin..

Iwalkedaway,balancingmyhandagainstthewallto



thegate...

BONE

ThulileandIhadsnuckoutfrom thepartytotherest

room.Ilockedthemaindoorsonoonewouldcome

in.Weweren'tsupposedtotakemuchtime,incase

theycallthemanagerandtellhim there'ssomething

wrongwiththerestroom.Icouldn'tignoreher

curvesandassbeingperfectlyportrayedbyher

dress..

Weweren'tentirelynaked,Ijustliftedherdressupto

herwaistandpushedherpantiestothesideasI

tookitfrom behind.Shewasholdingontoher

counter,thereflectionofherintoxicatedfacial

expressionwithpleasurewaspriceless..

FUTHI



Iwasdizzy,Ifeltdizzy.Istoppedandsatonthe

pavementcrying.Itookoffthejacketofmytracksuit

becauseIwasalsofeelingunbelievablyhot.Hot

flushesthroughmyface..

SoVukanihascompletelymovedon?Yesthatwas

fucking,butonethatclearlyhadfeelingsattachedto

it..

HemighthavefallenforthatgirlmorethanIthought.

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Thenextmorning,Vukaniwokeupveryearlyinthe

morningbecausehehadtogotowork.Hewasup

by4am,rightafterourmorningglory..Theremore

wehadsexlastnight,theremoremycoochiewas

abletoaccommodatehim anditwasnice.Thoughit

didleavemesorehereandthere,butIenjoyed.It

wasn'tthattypeofsorenessthatwouldmakeyou

notwannagoback,nottheoverexaggeratedon..

Me:Iwishyouweren'tgoing

Iwaswearinghist-shirt..

Vukani:Iknow,butitiswhatitis

Hekissedme..

Vukani:Youcanrest

Me:Ithoughtyouwoulddropmeoffathome



Vukani:Younotaonenightstand,andI'm notgoing

totreatyoulikeoneandmyMotherwouldkillmeifI

treatyoulikeone

Me:Idon'tknowifI'llbeabletobecomfortable

withoutyouaround

Vukani:YouandmyMotherarehittingitoffpretty

well,shelikesyou

Me:Butstill

Vukani:Youhavetobecomfortablearoundthem

Muntuzawithoutme,Iwon'talwaysbearoundand

trustme.Whenyougetaroundtheircraziness,you'll

becrazytoo

Ichuckled..

Hetookhiswallet..HetookoutR250

Vukani:MaybeyouandThandocangooutfor

breakfastlateron

Itookit..

Vukani:Iknowit'snotmuch

Me:It'smorethanenough



Hesmiled..

Vukani:I'llcallyoulater

Me:Okay

Vukani:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Iwatchedhim ashewalkedout,Ireallydidn'twant

him toleave...

FUTHI

Myeyeswerepuffy,Ispentallnightcrying.Icried

myselfsilentlytosleep..

Ma:What'swrongwithyoureyes?

Iexhaled..

Ma:Iknowit'shardFuthibutyouhavetokeepon,

youcan'tbreaknow.Istillneedyou

Me:Iknow



Ma:Yourcousinsarearoundsotheywillhelpwith

washingtheblanketsandeverything

Me:DankieMa

Ma:TryandrestalittleFuthi

Me:Iwill

BONE

Wewalkeddownforbreakfasttothediningarea.

TodaywasourlastdayinCapeTown.

Ifeltlikethisbondingtimeforus,wasshortlived.

ThulileandIwedon'tspendmuchtimetogether

becauseofthelongdistance..

Me:WhenareyougoingbacktoworkNtokazi?

She'sonleave..



Thulile:OnWednesday

Me:Okay,atleastyouhavetwodayslefttorest

Shesmiledandpickedupthecup..

UnlikeFuthi,IknowThulilewouldn'tswitchuponme.

Iknowshelovesme,possiblylovesmemorethanI

loveher.Iam nottakingadvantageofthat,Ijust

wentofftrailbutI'lltrytogetmyselfontheright

trackforHerandLuthando..

IRENE

Iwantedtosleepbutitwasdifficult.Ididn'twanthis

MothertothinkthatI'm lazingaround.Iknowwenot

married,butifIhaveanyhopesofusgettingmarried

onedaythenIhavetomakesurethatIdon'tgive

them areasontoquestionifI'llmakeagoodwifeor

not..Ibatheat9am andworeadress,thenImade

mywaytothehouse..HisMom wasdressedup,



lookedlikeshewasreadyforchurch..

Me:SawubonaMa(Greetings)

Zuxie:Goodmorning,Ilikeyourdress

Me:Thankyou,youlookbeautiful

Zuxie:Itry

Me:Yougoingtochurch?

Zuxie:Yes

Me:That'sgood

Zuxie:Makeyourselfathome,Ihopetoseeyou

whenIgetback

Me:Enjoychurchtoo

Shesmiledandwalkedout..

VUKANI

SurprisinglyenoughasIwasbusydrivingand



mindingmyownbusiness,Ireceivedacallfrom an

unknownnumber.Itookitandanswered..

Me:Hello?

Voice:Mbhem

Irecognizedthevoice,itwasBone..

Bone:Gotyournumberfrom Tsonga

Me:Funani?(whatdoyouwant)

Bone:Canwetalk?

Me:About?

Bone:Can'tsayoverthephone

Me:Kahlekahleufunani?(Whatisitthatyouwant)

Bone:Canwetalk?

Ithoughtforawhile..

Me:Tsongasplace?

Bone:Tomorrowlate?

Me:Sharp



Ihungup..

IRENE

Insteadofgoingoutfordinner,ThandoandI

decidedtogotothemalltogetthingsthatwouldgo

wellforaSundaydish.Iaddedsomemoneyontop,

R300togetmoreingredients..

Thando:Freshcream?

Me:Yesplease

Wemovedon..

Thando:Whatarewecooking?

Me:I'm notsure,whatdoyouwannaeat?

Thando:Iwannagiveyouthelibertytocreateyour

ownSundaylunchanythingyouwant

Me:Areyouforreal?

Thando:Anything,Iknowwewillloveit



Me:Okaythankyou

FUTHI

IheldMpilo'shands.He'smyonlywaytoruinVukani

andIrene..

Me:Rememberthatmanthatcametothehouse?

Henodded..

Me:HisnameisVukaniandheisyourUncle

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Wouldyouliketovisithishousetoday?

Heshruggedhisshoulders..

Me:He'saveryniceman,andhisfamilyisalsonice..

Theywantyoutovisit

Mpilo:WillIsleepthere?

Me:NoI'llfetchyoulatertonight



Mpilo:Okay

Me:Soyoudon'tmindgoing?

Mpilo:Idon'tmind

Me:Comehere

Igavehim ahug..

Me:Nowyoubeagoodboyokay?

Mpilo:Okay

I'llsendhim offwithhiscousin,he'llbelessbored..

Me:OkayI'llpackyourtoys

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

Thekitchendoorwaswideopen,Ididn'thaveto

knock..Irenewasinthekitchen,actingallMakoti.

Busygoingbackandforth,from thestovetothe

kitchencounter.Shewasfeelingherself,busyacting

liketheytookoutabridepriceforher..

Iknocked,shelookedatme..

Irene:Thando

Istoodthereandlookedatherasshecontinued,

Thandowalkedoutfrom thelivingroom tothe

kitchenpushingherbigbelly.



Thando:HiFuthi

Me:Hi

ShelookedatMpilo..

Me:IbroughtMpiloforavisit,I'llfetchhim later

Thatstatementtookherbysurprise,shedidn't

expectthis..

Thando:Ohw..Uhm..Okay

Me:HeknowsVukaniashisUncle

Thando:Isee..DidyoucallVukani?

Me:NoIdidn't..Hehasspokenaboutbondingno

Mpilo,soIdoubthewillmind

Thando:Okay

IgaveherMpilo'sbag..

Me:HelikestoplayXbox,Ipackedit

Thando:Okaynoproblem

Me:Mpilobehaveokay?



Henodded..

Me:Iloveyou

Mpilo:Iloveyoutoo

Hiscousinleft,hedidn'tcomewith..

BONE

Ireceivedacallfrom Futhi.ThulileandIwereatthe

beach,justwalkingaroundthebeach.Icanceledthe

call..

Thulile:Ubani?(whowasthat)

Me:Nooneimportant

Thulile:Yazingiyayithandalendawo(Ilikethisplace)

Me:It'sabeautifulplace,hopeyouenjoyedyourself

Thulile:Idid..Thankyou

Iheldherhandandwecontinuedwalking..



VUKANI

Irecievedacallfrom Thando.Ihadtoanswer

becauseIreneisthere,somethingmightbewrong..

Me:Stufu

Thando:Guesswhat?

Me:What?

Thando:FuthibroughtMpiloforavisit

Me:What?

Thando:Saidshewillcomegethim later

Me:Sheneverspoketomeaboutthat,thatshe's

bringinghim today

Thando:He'shere

Me:HowdoesIrenefeelaboutit?

Thando:Ireneiscooking



Me:WhatisMpilodoing?

Thando:PlayingXbox

Me:OkayI'llcallyoulater

IhungupandcalledFuthi..

Futhi:Hello?

Me:Kahlekahleucabanganjani?(Howdoesyour

mindthink)

Futhi:Sorry?

Me:Youdidn'ttellmeyouwerebringingMpiloover

Futhi:Wedidspeakabouthim havingarelationship

nawe

Me:Wedidbutthisispremature,I'm noteventhere

Futhi:YouevenluckyIlefthim therewhilstyour

girlfriendisthere!Youwerechanting"Iwanttosee

mySon,havearelationshipwithhim"nowI'm

openinguptoitandyouactthisway

Me:Konjengak'thathaphi?(WheredidIgetyou)



Futhi:Agh!

Shehungup..

IRENE

Idon'thaveaproblem withVukani'sSon.Hedidtell

mehehadaSon,andIdon'thaveaproblem withit.

Myonlyproblem isthetoxicbabyMama,who

doesn'twannaacceptthatherbabydaddyhas

movedonwhohatesmefornoapparentreason..

Nowshe'susingherSontoruinmyrelationshipwith

Vukani.Idon'tthinkshe'sdoingthissincerelybut

neverthelessshe'sapartofourlives,aconstant

painintheass.

ImadeMpiloasandwichandtookittohim,with

juice..



Me:Mpilo

Helookedatme..

Me:Imadeyousomethingtoeat

Mpilo:Thankyou

Hepausedthegameandtookthefood..

Ithoughthewasgoingtogivemeanattitude,how

doessuchatoxicwomanhavesuchahumblechild

whoseemstohaverespectforelders..

Iwentbacktothekitchen..

Thando:It'ssoawkward,Idon'tevenknowwhatto

saytohim

Me:Atleasthe'splayinggames,he'soccupied.He

seemslikeanicekid

Thando:IthoughtIwastheonlyonewhonoticed



Vukani'sMom walkedin..

Zuxie:ShuuuuuuI'm sotiredandhungry

Thando:Youjustintime,Irenehascooked

Zuxie:Itsmellsgoodtoo

Thando:Shereallyputherfootinit

Zuxie:ThankyouSisi

Me:Itwasnothing

Thando:Wehaveaguest

Zuxie:Who?

Thando:Mpilo

Hereyeswidened..

Zuxie:uMpilo?Mpilo?

Thando:Yes

Zuxie:How?Imean..Idon'tunderstandVukaninever

saidanything



Thando:I'm surprisedtoo

Zuxie:Whereishenow?

Thando:Lounge

Zuxie:Whobroughthim?

Thando:Futhi

Zuxie:Haiasazi,justlikethat?

Thando:Justlikethat?Ohwandtheinstructionwas

Vukaniishis"Uncle"

Zuxie:Sothisisnotagenuinething?

Thandoshruggedhershoulders..

VUKANI

Afterdroppingoffeveryone,IcalledBagosthatI

havetotaketherestoftheday.Hedidn'tseem to

mind,Idrovestraighthomeafterthat..

Idon'tknowhowFuthithinks,thisisnowaytodo



things..

Ipassedbyatherplace,Iparkednextdoorand

textedher..

Sheshowedupandgotinthetaxi..

Futhi:Drivearound

Me:Why?

Futhi:I'm stillamarriedwoman

Me:Thisisridiculous

Istarteddriving..

Me:Sowhat'sthestory?

Futhi:It'sbusyathome,soIthoughtMpilocould

visityourhousesincewespokeabouthim bonding

nawe

Me:Youshould'vecalledmeortexted



Futhi:Why?Justbecauseyourgirlfriendisthere?

Me:ThisisnotaboutIrene,thisisnothowtodo

things

Futhi:Sorryke,wecangoandI'llgethim

Me:AwukahleFuthi

Futhi:Sohowisitgoingtowork?Idon'ttrust

anotherwomannearmySon

Me:ItrustedanothermantoraisemySon,noIwas

forcedtoacceptit

Futhi:BonehasbeenverygoodtouMpilo

Me:HowdoyouknowIrenewon'tbe?

Futhi:Womenaretoxic

Me:Ohw

Shefixedherdressandpulleditdowntocoverher

thickthighs,evenso.Itwasn'tlongenoughtodo

that..



Me:I'lltakeyouback

Futhi:Justdrivearoundkancancenje,Ineedsome

freshairfrom home

Ishookmyhead..

IRENE

Wedishedupandsatinthelivingroom..

IhadtextedVukani,hehasn'tgottenbacktome..

Mpiloseemedtobeintheworldofhisown,hewas

stillplaying.Saidhe'sfullsinceheatethesandwich..

IloggedinonFacebook,wassurprisedtoseethat

Futhisentmearequest.Curioustoknowwhy,I

acceptedandwentontocheckafewthings..



Iputmyphoneawaytooccasionallyconversewith

ThandoandherMother,thistimearoundwhenI

loggedin.Futhihaduploadedapictureofcaptioned:

"Sometaxidriversthough".

HehaduploadedapictureofVukani'shand.

Igotfullimmediately!

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Ididn'tknowhowtofeelaboutthissituation,the

picturewastakendownafter3hoursofbeing

uploaded.Imightoverreactbuttofindshewasjust

apassenger,heisataxidriverafterall.Iam notall

forconfrontingsomeonenotbasedonmuch

evidence.ThoughitreallyupsetmebutIwasn't

goingtogiveintohersatisfaction.Onethingabout

meisthatIhatedramawithallmyheart,andthisgirl

isdefinitelypushingandpressingmybuttons.Giving

inwouldletherwin,andI'm notgoingtobepetty

aboutit..

Vukanigotbackhome,hewasaloneasusual.Ihad

alreadypackedmythingsandIwasreadytoleave..

Vukani:Didyouhaveagoodtime?



Me:Idid,yourfamilyisverylovely.Theynicepeople,

yourMotherhasaverywarm heart

Vukani:Bakucovakanjalo(That'showtheystoleyou)

Ichuckled..

Me:Howwaswork?

Vukani:Sameoldstory,annoyingpassengers

nothingmuch

Me:Anythingoutoftheordinaryhappened?

Vukani:No..NotthatIknowof

Me:Okay..I'm readytogo

Vukani:Okay,I'lltakeyouhome

FUTHI

Somethingwasnotright.Ihaven'tfeltthebaby

moving,norkickingin2days.Ididn'twannathinkof

theworst,Ihavebeenunderalotofstresslately.



Thatmighthavepresseduponhim too..

IwasonthephonewithBone..

Bone:Ntokazi,I'm verysorryaboutnotgettingback

toyoutoday.Ijustwokeup,hadalongnightandI

wasverytired

Me:Atwhattimedidyougetbackatthehotel?

Bone:Around4am

Me:Ohw

Bone:UxolokakhuluNtokazi(I'm reallysorry)

Me:Justcomebackhome,Imissyou

Bone:I'llbehometomorrow,uphiuMpilo?(whereis

Mpilo)

Me:He'soutplayingwithhiscousins

Bone:Ungibulisele(Greethim forme)

Me:Ngizokwenzanjalo(I'lldojustthat)

Bone:Awwkeletmefinishpackingmythings,I'm



leavingearlytomorrowmorning

Me:Okay..Callmebeforeyousleep

Bone:Ngizokwenzanjalo(I'lldoso)

Me:Iloveyou

Bone:Iloveyoutoo

IRENE

Ibidhisfamilygoodbye,theydidn'tevenwantmeto

leave.Ihadtoo,Ihadtocheckuponmy

Grandmother..

Hewalkedmehomesinceitwasnotfaraway,he

washoldingmybagandmyhand.

Vukani:Imissedabout6yearsofhislife

Me:Atleastnowyoucanmakeupforit

Vukani:Idon'tevenknowwheretostart,uqalaphi?



Me:Justbenaturalwithhim,I'm sureafterafew

monthshewillhavegottenusedtoyou

Vukani:IfIcouldcleanupmyact,getabetter

incomeI'dprobablyfightforfullcustody

Me:Idon'tseeFuthibackingdown,shewilluseyour

pastagainstyou

Hechuckled..

Me:Howdidyouevengether?She'stoxic

Vukani:Shewasn'tlikethis,atleastnottoxic.

Bekaphaphabutshewasn'ttoxic,Idon'tknowwhat

happened

Me:Solongyouwillrespectourrelationshipandnot

foolaroundwithherthenit'sokay

Vukani:K'dalangaphumalapho(I'm notthere

anymore)

SomeguyIknowfrom mystreetgreetedus.

Vukani:Friendofyours?



Me:No..JustaguyIknow

Vukani:Isee

Istoppedandlookedathim..

Me:Areyoujealous?

Vukani:Akuyisifisosabelunguleso?(Isn'tthata

whiteperson'sdisease)

Ilaughed..

Me:Awungekembhem

Vukani:Iam notjealous,I'm justscaredoflosing

you

Me:Whatmakesyouthinkyougoingtoloseme?

Hestoodfacetofacewithme,stilllookingatme..

Vukani:Youverybeautiful,smart,gentle.Youarea

gogetter,veryhumbleandrespectful.Ilikeitwhen

yousmile,whenyoublush,orwhenyoureyeslitup.I

likehowyouhaveopeneduptomylove,howyou

gaveusachancewithoutmakingmefeellikeyou

doingmeafavourbybeingwithme.Whichguy



wouldn'tlikethat?

Me:IjustgiveoutwhatIexpectinreturnthat'sall

Vukani:Evenbeingcheeky?

Ihithim onhisshoulder..

Me:I'm notcheeky!

Vukani:Andviolenttoo

Ilaughed..

Me:Getmehomewouldyou?

Wecontinuedwalking..

FUTHI

ItookawalktoVukani'shousetofetchMpilo.I

foundhim atthekitchenwithVukani'sMom,hewas

helpinghertobake.

Mpilo:AhhGrandmalookit'syellow



Grandma??

Zuxie:Yesit'ssupposedtobeyellow,themixture

Mpilo:Arethebiscuitsgoingtobeyellowtoo?

Zuxie:Yousosmart,howdoyouthecolouryellow?

Mpilo:Atschool

Zuxie:Wowthat'sagoodschool

Iknocked,Mpilolookedatme..

Mpilo:Mama..Lookwebaking

Me:Icansee

Imademywayin..

Me:SawubonaMa

Zuxie:SawubonaFuthi

Me:Iam justheretofetchMpilo

Mpilo:Canwestayuntilthebiscuitsaredone?



Zuxie:AwwMpiloboyI'm sureyourMotherisina

hurry

Me:It'sokay..Idon'tmindbecausehewon'tstop

tellingmeaboutthebiscuitsathome

Zuxie:Okay..Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Me:Juiceplease

Zuxie:Alright

Me:CanIhelp?

Zuxie:Uhm..Yes..Sure

IRENE

WegotatmygateandhehandedmetheBag..

Me:Thankyou

Vukani:Iam goingtomissyou

Me:Awukahleihaba(Don'texaggerate)



Vukani:Wehadagreatnight

Me:Soyougoingtoremembermeforthat?

Vukani:Well..

Me:UsileVukani(Youarenaughty)

Hecameandgavemeahugandkissedme.

Vukani:Iwillcallyou

Me:Okay

Vukani:Ngiyak'canywaneh?(Iloveyou)

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Heletgoofmeandstartedwalkingaway..

Me:Vukani

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Me:Pleasedon'thurtme

Vukani:Iwon't

FUTHI



Mpilo:Mom look!!

Ilookedathim..

Me:NgekeMpiloyoumadeabiggermessGrandma

isgoingtobeatyou

Zuxie:Kahle,Yekaingane(leavethechildalone)

Me:HaikeI'm scaredyoualreadyspoilinghim

Zuxie:Thankyouforbringinghim over

Me:Youwelcome..Iam sorryforeverything,I

shouldn'thavekepthim away

Zuxie:Whatcanwesay,Idon'tcareaboutthepast

anymore.Atleastyoumakingupforit

Me:Hopingukuthiwhenhegetsabitoldermhlambe

12,Icanfinallytellhim thetruth

Zuxie:Iunderstand..Justdon'tkeephim awayfrom

usanymore

Futhi:Ipromise



VUKANI

JustwhenIgottothegate,Ireceivedawhatsapp

textfrom Irene:

"Imissyou"

Ismiledandtextedherback..

"Imissyoutoo"

Imademywayin,andIwassurprisedtoseeFuthi

withmyMotherunderthesamerooftalking

peacefullyandgiggling..

Ma:KodwauzamileMpilo(You'vetried)

Futhi:Habeangeke



Iclearedmythroat,theylookedatme..

Ma:HauVukani

IlookedatFuthi..

Futhi:ShowUncleVukanitheshapeofyourbiscuits

Mpilotookthetrayandcamewithittome..

Mpilo:UncleVukanilook

Icroucheddownandlookedatthem..

Me:Starshapes

Mpilo:Andadolphin

Me:Andadolphin

Mpilo:ADolphinisa..Isa..

Me:aquaticmammal

Mpilo:quanticMammal,andveryfriendly



Me:Yesbuttheyarealsoconsideredwildanimals

thatshouldbetreatedwithcaution

Mpilo:Whatisawildanimal?

Me:Awildanimalisananimalthatisdangerousand

cannotbetamed,awildanimallivesonit'sownand

cansurviveonit'sownwithoutthehelpofpeople

Mpilo:Adolphindoesn'tlivewithotherDolphins?It

doesn'thaveParents?

Ichuckled...

Me:Let'sgetthetrayintheoven

Wewalkeduptotheovenandopenedit...

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Mpiloissmart,Iwassmartinschooltoo.Justthat

asIgrewup,lifegotinawayandIresortedtotaking

theeasyroutetosuccessthathadunbearable

consequences..

IwasgoodinMath,Physics,andEnglish.Iusedto

helpmymatestoo.HadIheldon,Iwouldn'thave

droppedoutofgrade10.Now,whowouldwanna

hireanexcon?Lifecanbeveryunpredictable..

Thefollowingmorning,sinceMpilowasn'tgoingto

school.FuthihadagreedthatIcancomegethim,

rankwithhim foraday.Ididso,andMpiloseemed

tobeexcitedwiththiswholegesture..Hesatinthe

frontseat,Ihavetobeextracautioustodayonthe

road.



Idownloadedagameforhim onmyphone,sinceit

lookslikeheenjoysgaming..

WestoppedandIreneopenedthefrontdoor.

Irene:Wow..Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Mpilo:GoodmorningAuntyIrene

Irene:GoodmorningSweetie,I'llsitattheback

Me:Youdon'thavetoo,Mpilocanmakespacefor

her

Irene:Noit'sokay

Sheclosedthedoorandwenttotheback..

FUTHI



IwasscaredtogototheDralone,Iwaswaitingfor

Bonetoarrivesowecouldgotogether..

NextweekI'llbegoingtoworkagain,myleavewas

ending..

Ourrelativeshadleft,exceptformyMother'ssister.

She'llbedoing10dayswithus..

Ma:Someofthevegetableswehavetogivethem to

theneighboursortheywillrot

Aunty:Iwasthinkingthesamethingtoo

Me:Especiallytheonions

Aunty:Thesconesarenotgoinganywhere

Ilaughed..

Me:I'm cravingMogodu(tripe)I'm goingtobuyit

kwaMantsonga



Aunty:TheonetheycookedonFridaywasn'tnice

Ma:IthoughtIwastheonlyone

Me:Itwasnotproperlycooked

Aunty:Theyruinedeverythingnje

Ma:Futhibuyforustoo

Me:I'llbuythedumplingstoo

Ma:Thankyou

Itookmyphoneandmypursetogobuy...

BONE

Thulilehadalreadyleft,Iwaswaitingformy

departuretimeattheairport..

WhenIgethomeIneedtofixthingswithcertain

people,Vukaniforinstance.Ithinkit'stimewestart

workingonfixingourfriendship..ThenIneedtofix



thisthingwithThulileandFuthi,onceandforall..

IRENE

Thami:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Thami:Youseem tobeabsentminded,what'swrong?

Me:Nothingmuchjustthinkingaboutsomething

Thami:Ihave10minleftbeforemyclassstarts

Me:Myboyfriend

Thami:Boyfriendproblemsalready?

Me:BabyMamaproblems

Thami:Ihatethat

Me:AndshehasthemostsweetestKid,Idon'tknow

whyshe'sbeinglikethis

Thami:Stillhasfeelsforbabydaddy?

Me:Ibelieveso,canyoubelievesheevensentmea



friendrequest?

Thami:She'sonamissionmoss

Me:I'm tellingyou,onlytopostapictureofVukani's

hand

Thami:Hishand?

Me:Longstory

Thami:Blockher

Itookmyphoneandblockedher..

Thami:Justloveyourman,enjoyyourrelationship.

Unlesssheposesasaseriousthreatlikewitchcraft

involvedoryourManstillhavingfeelsforher.Other

thanthat,prayforyoursafetyandkeepitmoving

Me:That'strue

Thami:Ineedtogotoclass,I'llcheckyoulater

VUKANI

IlookedatMpilo..



Me:Areyouhungry?

Mpilo:Yes

Me:Wheredoyouwannaeat?

Mpilo:Idon'tknow..Wheredoyouwannaeat?

Ilaughed..

Me:I'm askingyou

Mpilo:Idon'tknow

Me:Okay..LetmeseewhereIcantakeyou

Ilookedathim again..

Me:Doyoulikechips?

Henodded..

Me:Thenthat'sgood

FUTHI

Iwassittingoutsideverymuchlostdeepinmy

thoughts.InoticedthatIrenehasblockedme,I



searchedherupandcouldn'tfindhernomore.

Meaningthatpicturegottoher..

Ismiled..

MyAuntcame..

Aunty:Senizoqalakeukusanga(That'showyouyou

willstartgoingcrazy)

Shesatdownonthestoep,Iwassittingonthechair.

Icouldn'tfindMogodu,soIcameback.Wehadtea

andscones..

Aunt:Zithinike(What'swrong)

Me:CanItellyousomethinginconfidence?

Aunt:Yes

Me:YesterdayItookMpilotoVukani'shouse



Aunt:Habe

Me:Todaytheyalsobonding

Aunt:uMawakhoakazineh?(YourMotherdoesn't

knowright)

Me:Cha

Aunt:Why?

Me:AuntyVukaniisdatingsomegirlthatIdon'tlike,

andIhopeukuthihim bondingwithhisSonwill

makerealizewhatweusedtohave

Aunt:YoustillwantVukani?

Me:Afterlastnight,seeinghim withMpilolikethat

just..Itmademefallinlovealloveragain

Aunt:WeeFuthi,youaresomeone'swife.Theyeven

paidLobolaforyou

Me:Iknow

Aunt:InzimaIndabayakho(Yourmatterisdifficult)

VUKANI



Itookhim outtothisotherfishandchipsjoint.We

hadchips,Russians,bread,andcooldrink..

Heseemedtobeenjoyingthemeal..

Mpilo:MyDadalwaystakemetoMcDonald'sand

myMom tochickenlicken

Me:Youdon'tlikethefoodhere?

Mpilo:Ido,thechipsarenice

Me:I'm gladyouenjoyingthem

Mpilo:Areyouenjoying?

Inodded..

Mpilo:IlikeGrandma

Me:YourGrandma?



Mpilo:NoyourGrandma

Me:YoumeanmyMother,justlikehowFuthiisyour

Mother.GrandmaismyMothertoo

Mpilo:She'snice..Shelet'smebakedolphincookies,

shelet'smeplayXboxandAuntyThandoandAunty

Irene

Me:YourGrandmotherdoesn'tletyouplayXbox?

Mpilo:NoshesaysIwillbreaktheTVandshe

shoutsalot

Me:WellI'm sureshelovesyou

Mpilo:CanIvisityourhouseagain?

Me:We'llsee..Noweatupchampsowecouldgo

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Mpilowasexhaustednow.Lateronwedroveoutto

getIrenefrom work,thenItookthem outtoeat..I

tookthem outtoMenlynMall,anditkilledmethatI

couldn'tsettlethebillforthe3ofus.Ireneaddedup,

wasthemostembarrassingtimeofmylife.She

seemednottomind,butitreallydidanumberonme.

NotbeingabletofullysettleabillformySonandmy

girlfriend.Ijustwantedtomaketheirday,didn't

knowtheywouldsettleforamorecostlyrestaurant.

ThereasonwhyIdon'thavemuchisbecauseI'm

solelytakingcareofmyfamilytoo..MyMotherisold

nowtogetajobanywhereandnotforgettinghow

herabusefrom myFatheraffectedhermentally.She

hasahistoryoftherapysessionsandmedsthat

she'snottakinganymorethoughbutI'm sureit'll

showuponherrecordshouldshewantajob.Her

ageisabigfactorthough,she'swaypassthe



recommendedage..

Ihatebeinguseless,Ihatenotbeingabletoprovide..

Mpilohadpassedoutaswedroveback,Irenewas

worriedhe'llfallofftheseatsosheputhim onher.

Shesleptonherchest...

FUTHI

Bonewasback,andIhadtogobackhome.

Iwasn'tgoingtostayathomeforthewhole10days,

I'lljustgoandvisitthem..

Itoldhim aboutMpilobondingwithVukani,

surprisinglyenoughhewasokaywithit.

Ireallythoughthewouldhaveaproblem buthewas



okayandactuallyencouragedtheissue..

Me:Ithoughtyouwouldhaveaproblem withit

Bone:Idon't,honestlyspeakingMpilowasboundto

findoutsoon.Hadhefoundoutatalaterstage,he

wasgoingtohateyou.Hateus.Youdoingtheright

thing,I'm proudofyou

Ismiled..

Bone:DidyoumakeanappointmentwiththeDrfor

tomorrow?

Me:Yes

Bone:awushoNtokazi,whydidn'tyougototheDr?It

soundsserious

Me:Withthestressofthefuneral,Ithinkit'sjust

stress..I'vebeenverystressedlately

Bone:Isee

Me:Thingsarestartingtogetabitweirdbetweenus,

Ihavenoticedthatyouactingstrangeandcold



towardsme

Bone:Alothasbeenhappening.Workonmyside,

yourDad'spassingonyourside

Me:Iwantustoworkonourrelationship

Bone:Wewill

Iwalkeduptohim,andsatontopofhim.Hewas

sittingonthecouch..

Me:Reallyworkonthings

Hegotmeoff,orratherindicatinghewantedmeoff

him.Igotoff..

Me:What'swrong?

Bone:Iam tired

Me:Tired?

Bone:Hadalongweekend

Me:Ohw

Bone:Let'smakesurethebabyisokayfirst

Me:Okay



VUKANI

FuthitextedmethatIshoulddropoffMpiloather

place.Iwascaughtoffguard,soIdrovethere..

Irene:IsurethatIshouldbehere?

Me:Yes..YoumygirlfriendandFuthineedsto

respectthat,youhaven'tgivenmeareasonnotto

trustyoungoMpilo

Irene:Shehatesme,andwhensheseesmeshe

mightthrowafit.Ishouldstayinthetaxiasyoutake

him in..

Iparkedathergate,thelightswereon..

IgotoutandwenttotakeMpilofrom him.

Me:I'llberightback

HehandedmeMpilo'sbackpack.Ikissedherand



mademywayin,Mpilowrappedhisarmsaroundmy

neckandhisheadonmyshoulder..

Istoodatthedoorandknocked.Thedoorwas

openedbyBone..

Welookedateachotherforawhile..

Bone:Vuks

Me:Bandile

Bone:IsupposeyoubroughtMpiloback

Me:Yeahhe'ssleeping

Futhicametothedoor..

Futhi:Vukani

Me:Futhi

Bone:NtokazitakeMpilo,IwannatalktoVukani

Futhi:Ohwokay



Futhitookhim andhisbackpack..

Futhi:Let'sgoplaceyouinbed..

Bone:Singakhuluma?(canwetalk)

Me:IleftmygirlfriendinmyQuantum,wecantalk

outsidebythegate

Hefollowedmeandwestoodatthegate..

Bone:IknowTsongatoldyouaboutmybusiness,

myotherbusiness

Me:Ang'caviuringangani(Idon'tknowwhatyou

talkingabout)

Bone:IhaveawarehousewhereIsellammunition

forpeoplewhodoheists,Iwantedtobringyoualong

Ilaughed..

Bone:It'sagreatopportunity



Me:YeahhhhBonefuckyou!

Istartedwalkingtothecar..

Bone:I'm goingtoleaveFuthi.LeavingFuthimeans

leavingMpilotooandheisgoingtoneedhisfather.

Afatherthatwillbeabletoprovidewellforhim

Iturnedbackandlookedathim..

Bone:Whenyoureadytotalk,youknowwhereto

findme

Hewalkedbackin..

LeavingFuthi?Thatcameoffasasurprise.

Iwalkedbackintothetaxi..Igotin

Irene:WasthatDrBone?Therapper?

Me:Yeah



Irene:Really?FuthiiswithDrBone?

Me:Yes..Meandhim usedtobefriends

Irene:Waitwhat?YouandBone?

Me:Yes

Irene:Wow

Me:Anymorequestions?Wouldyouliketomeet

him too?Getanautograph?Getalongwithhim and

maybefuckhim too?

Irene:What'swrongnow?

Me:Nothing..I'lldriveyouhome

Irene:IthoughtIwasgoingtogreetyourMother

Me:MaybeNexttime

Irene:But..

Me:Awumengescefetuu(Stopirritatingme)

Istartedthetaxi..



FUTHI

Iwalkedbackintothelounge,hewaswatchingTV..

Me:Ihateputtinghim inbedwhenhehasn'tbathe

Bone:It'sjustforonenight

Me:SowhatdidyouandVukaniwantedtotalk

about?

Bone:It'snothing

Me:Babakhe

Helookedatme..

Bone:Yousleptwithhim?

Myheartalmoststoppedbeating..

Me:Huh?

Bone:Ungangeziisilima(Don'tmakemeafool)

Me:I..I..

Bone:ThatdaywhenIgotbackhome,thebedding



waschanged.Theotherone,thesheetwasstained

whenIcheckedit.Mpilotoldmehewashereso

ungangeziisilima!

Me:Hecameand..HewantedtotalkaboutuMpilo

butIneversleptwithhim

Bone:Intoengidinayoukuthiungezaisilimangento

oyaziyoukuthiiqiniso(Whatpissesmeoffisthat

youmakingmeafoolknowingthatit'strue)

Tearsburnedmyeyes..

Me:Herapedme

Hechuckled..

Bone:Futhistopwiththelies!!

Me:Hedid.Herapedme

Bone:Iyangicikakele(Thisisirritatingme)

Hegotupfrom thecouch..

Me:Babakhengiyak'cela(PleaseI'm beggingyou)

Hewalkedtothebedroom,Iheldhishand.



Bone:Eyyawung'dedele(leavemealone)

Me:Ngiyak'celasingayilungisalento(Wecanfixit)

Bone:Ngitheng'delele(Isaidletgoofme)

Iletgoofhim andheproceededtothebedroom...

VUKANI

IdroppedoffIreneatherhouse,therewasno

goodbyekissnonothing..Ithendrovebackhome..

MyFatherwaspresenttoday,stillhisannoyingself..

Hewasdrinkingwhiskey.Theyweresittinginthe

loungewithmyMother..

Me:Sanibonani(Goodevening)

Ma:Hau..BengithiuzanoIrene(Ithoughtyouwere

comingwithIrene)



Isatonthecouch..

MyDadgetsadisabilitygrant,buthedoesn'tshipin

much.IheardhegivesR300..

Ma:Namhlanjesidlaisinkwanofish(weeating

breadandfishtoday)

Me:Iam nothungry

Ma:Udleni?(Whatdidyoueat)

Me:Iateatthetaxirank

Dad:Niphilakamnandi(youliveagoodlife)

Ma:Baba

Dad:Ourkidsaregrown,weraisedthem.Didgood

bythem buttheyuseless,theycan'tevenbuymere

groceries

Ma:Bayazamaabantwana(Theyaretrying)

Dad:Theynottryinganything,wesleepingontinfish

andbreadtonight..Howaretheytrying?



Me:I'm goingtosleep..Goodnight

IRENE

Gram:Whenam Imeetinghim?

Shewasknittingherplasticmatwithherglasses

hangingonhernose,lookingatmeunderneaththem

asIjustfinishedbathing.

Me:SoonGogo

Grams:Areyouashamed?

Me:Cha..Ijustdon'twannabringhim thentomorrow

webreakup,Ineedtoseehowitwillgofirst

Grams:Areyoutwogoingtobreakup?

Iheardmyphoneringinginmybedroom..

Me:ChaGogo(No)

Iwalkedtomybedroom toanswer.ItwasVukani..



Me:Hi

Vukani:IjustcalledtosayGoodnight

Me:Ohwafterwhathappened,Ididn'tthinkwewere

goingtobeonspeakingterms

Vukani:Justbecausewefightingdoesn'tmeanI

can'tsayGoodnight

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhywefighting

Vukani:Metoo,butGoodnight

Me:Okaygoodnight

Vukani:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.

Tobecontinued

Irene
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VUKANI

ThenextmorningIrenewasn'tstandingatthecorner

ofherstreetwhenIpassed.Eithershetookanother

taxitoavoidme,orsheisgoinglate.IrealizedthatI

mighthavewentoffunnecessarilylastnight,just

that.HeroutspokenaffectionforBonesentmeoff.

RemindedmeofmysituationwithFuthi..

Itwasabituncalledforthoughonmyside,Ihope

wecangetpassthis...

IRENE

ThereasonwhyIstayedsingleforthislongisthe

unnecessarystress.Iam notgoodwithfights,Idon't

likefights.Iam averyquietreservedPerson,and



peopletakeadvantageofthat.Iavoidfightsthebest

IcanandIgethurteasily..Itookataxiearlierthan

myusualtimetoavoidVukani,ithurtthatheacted

impulsivelylastnightwhenIdon'tevenknowwhatI

saidthattriggeredhim..Hehasatendencyofjust

lashingoutunprovoked,hehasalotofissuesthat

heneedstodealwith..

Thami:Youearlythismorning

Me:Ihavealotofpaperworktodo

Thami:Whatpaperwork?

Me:Uhm..

Thami:Canwegooutthisafternoonafterwork?Or

duringlunchtimetotalk?

Me:I'dlikethat

Thami:Great..Hereisamanualcanyoupleasedo

copies?150?

Me:I'llgetonwithit

Thami:It'llkeepyourmindbusyfrom thinkingalot



Me:True

Thami:Andgetcoffee

Me:I'lltry

Thami:Perfect!

FUTHI

Receptionist:TheDrwillbehereat9am

Me:Okay

IwentandsatdownnexttoBone..Lastnighthe

sleptonthecouch,thismorningwehardlysaidtwo

wordstoeachother..

IwasscaredmorethanIwashurtinlosinghim,and

ourrelationshipcollapsing.Iwasstressedout,so

muchbadluck..

Ikeptbusywithmyphone,ashedidtoo..



Ididn'tevenknowwhattosay,howdoyouapproach

suchasituation?It'sheavy..

Hethrewfactsatme,alsotoldmethathedroveby

myhousethatnightwithMpiloandIwasn'taround.I

didknowhowtodefendmyself,itwascatastrophic.

Iknewhewouldn'tbelievemeabouttherapestory,

becausefollowingtheincidentImadeitworseby

goingbytoVukani'splace..

Igotuptogetmyselfaglassofwater....

VUKANI

Bagoscametotherank,Iwaswaitingforthetaxito

getfull..

Bagos:Mnax

Me:Mbhem



Hesatnexttomeoutside,Iwaseatingbreakfast...

Me:Wantsome?

Bagos:Yaa

Hetooksome..

Bagos:Kuyakanjani?(howisitgoing)

Me:Sofarsogood

Henodded..

Bagos:I'm gladbecauseIwanta3rdtaxi

Me:Ohwyeah?

Bagos:Kunenyeimpathaedonsile,hisfamilyis

sellinghistaxis(Sometaxiownerpassedon,his

familyissellinghistaxi)

Me:Howmuch?

Bagos:180k,80kupfront.Enyesizoyibonangama

installments

Me:That'sgreatMnax,I'm proudofyou

Bagos:Haiboendthen?

Me:IspoketoBonelastnight



Bagos:Didyouguyssettleyourdifferences?Since

nowyoucanseeuMpilo?

Me:He'sleavinguFuthi

Bagos:What?

Me:Andhewantsmetoassumefullresponsibility

foruMpiloashisfather

Bagos:Manjewhyaren'tyoucelebrating?

Me:Mpiloissmartandhe'susedtohisschool.Ifind

itcomfortablewithhim beingthere,Iwantonlythe

bestforhim

Bagos:IunderstandMbhem

Me:Andbeingataxidriverisnotgoingtocutit

Bagos:It'snotlikeyouaretheonlyonewhowillbe

takingcareofhim,Futhiwillhelp

Me:YouknowhowFuthiis,she'sgoingtomakeit

impossibleforme.I'llhavetoprovemyself

Bagos:IyahluphalengengeyoBabyMama(Baby

Mama'saretroublesome)



FUTHI

TheDrarrived,wewentintheconsultingroom..I

explainedmysituation,shegottoitrightaway.Told

metolieonthebed,Idid..

Iliftedmydressupandsheusedthestethoscope

first...

Me:Iseverythingokay?Ismybabyokay?

Shepulledtheultrasoundmachine.Satdownonthe

adjustmentchairandputthegelonme.She

switchedonthemachine..

Dr:Haveyouexperiencedanyspotting?

Me:Errrno

Dr:Cramps?Pain?



Me:I'm notsure

Dr:Whendidyourealizethebabyisnotmoving?

Me:Maybe3daysagoorso

Dr:Let'ssee

Shestartedwiththescan..

Tookalmost3minwithouthersayinganything..

Bone:Idon'theartheheartbeatsound

Dr:That'sbecausethere'snoheartbeat

Me:What?

Bone:Meaningwhat?

Dr:There'snoheartbeat,noapparentmovement,no

signoflife

Me:No!!

Dr:I'm sorry..I'lltransferyoutothehospitalsothey



canassistfurther

Ishookmyhead..

Me:No..Pleaseno..

Bonelookedatme..

Me:Pleaseno

Heshookhisheadandwalkedout..

Me:Thiscannotbehappening

IRENE

Vukani'sphonecallcamethrough.Ilookedatitfora

whileuntilmyphonestoppedringing.Hecalled

again,Ipickedup..

Me:Hello?

Vukani:Skado,Imissedyouthismorning



Me:Iwenttoworkearly

Vukani:Toavoidme?

Me:No..Ihavealotofworktodo

Vukani:CanIswingbyduringyourlunchhour?

Me:Iwon'tbeavailable,I'm goingtolunchwithmy

friendThami

Vukani:Afterwork?

Me:Iwon'tbeavailable,Ihavetogohomeandhelp

myGrandmawithsomething

Vukani:Aboutlastnight,ngiyaxolisaMuntuza(I'm

sorry)

Me:Ihavetogo

Vukani:Irene..

Me:Bye

Ihungupandputmyphoneaway..

FUTHI



Bonesentmeatext..

"YouseewhatuFahlazaledto?Tomybabydying.

Whenyougetbackfrom everythingknowthatit's

overandIwantyouout".

TheDrcameback,Iputmyphoneaway..

Dr:TheAmbulanceishere

Iwipedmytears..

Me:Ngiyabonga(thankyou)

Dr:Shouldwecallsomeoneforyou?

Me:Cha..

TheParamediccamethrough..

Paramedic:Ninjani?(Howareyou)

Dr:ThisismyPatient,NtombifuthiTshabalala



Paramedic:Willyoubeabletowalk?

Inodded..

Me:Yes

Paramedic:Youcamealone?

Me:Yes

Paramedic:Okaythisway

IRENE

Lindani:Riri

Me:Yes?

Lindani:Someoneisheretoseeyou

Me:Who?

Lindani:Hewouldn'tsayhisname

Isighed..

Lindani:He'srefusingtoleaveuntilhetalkstoyou

Me:Igotthis



Igotupandfixedmypants,thenImademywayout.

Hewasstandingoutside..Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Helookedatme..

Vukani:EkseMamas

Ifoldedmyarms..

Hewalkeduptomeandgotreallyclose,Ipushed

him off..

Me:VukaniI'm working

Vukani:YoumadatmewhatwasImeanttodo?

Me:Foragoodreasonright?

Henodded..

Vukani:Iguessso

Me:Bye

Hegrabbedmyarm andgentlypulledmecloserto

him.Hewrappedhishandaroundmywaist..He



kissedmeonmyneck,Igotgoosebumps..

Vukani:Imissyou..Don'tyoumissme?

Hekissedmeagain..

Me:Stopit..Weatwork

Iplacedbothmyhandsonhischest..

Hissoftcalm tonebeggingvoice,didn'tmakeitany

easier..

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhyyouweremadlastnight

Hebroughthisheadforwardandlookedatme..

Vukani:It'salongstorybutifyouwanttohearit,you

cancometomyhouselateronafteryouhelpedyour

Grandmother.Wecantalkaboutit,overauhm..

Hegrabbedmyass..

Vukani:Overanoiledbootyrub,extendingdownto

thethighs



Heplacedhishandinbetweenmythighs..

Vukani:Thenupyourback

Hemovedhishanduptomyback..

Vukani:Thencomeallthewayround

Heranhishandonmytummyandupmybreastto

myback..

Vukani:Withakisshereandthere

Hekissedmeonmylips,andthenmycheek.Iwas

takenbythemoment,imaginingthewholesituation

mademehot.Hethenlookedatme..

Vukani:Whatdoyousay?

Me:18:00?

Hesmiled..

Vukani:18:00

Hekissedmewhilstgrabbingmyass..Ilaughedin

betweenthekissandpushedhim off..



Me:Stopit!Aveusile

FUTHI

TearsstreameddownasIwasatthebackofthe

ambulance.TheParamedickeptonaskingme

questions,takingmyBP..

Mymindwasfaraway,myheartwasbrokenintoa

millionpieces.Mypictureperfectlifecamecrashing

down,andIhavenooneelsetoblameotherthan

myself..

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

Theyinducedlabour,gavemesomethingtoinduce

labour.Givingbirthtoababythatyouwillneverhear

crying,norholdhim foralengthyperiodisonepain

noParentshouldcomeacross.Iwasgoingtobe6

monthsinafewdaystime.Iwasalone,inPainandI

didn'twannadothis.Ididn'twannaacceptthatmy

babyisnomore..ThepainIwasfeelingcannotbe

comparedtoanything.

TheNursewasnexttome,atleastshetriedtokeep

mecalm.Triedtobecomforting,thehonesttruthis.

NothingshesayswillevertakeawaywhatIwas

feelingdeepinside..

BONE



IpackedupafewclothesforMpilo.Everythingelse,

I'llhaveitdeliveredatFuthi'splacewithatruck..

IexplainedtoherMother,whathadtranspired.The

disappointmentIsawinhereyes,couldn'tbeput

intowords..

Her:Itdoesn'tsoundlikemyDaughter

Me:Ipaid45klobola,incash.Notinstallmentsbutin

cash.IhelpedtakecareofherSon,helpedaround

heretooandwhatdoesshedo?Shethanksmeby

sleepingaroundwithherexwhilstshe'spregnant

withmybaby..Inourhouse!Andthenshelostthe

baby!Shedidn'tsleepwithhim once,buttwice!

WhilstIwasworkingworkinghardtoprovidefor

them

Her:There's..I'm sureikhonaindlelaesingayilungisa

ngayo(I'm surewecansolvethis)

Me:Wecan'tsolveanything..I'm done!



Igotupfrom thechair..

Me:I'llsendthroughtherestofherthings,youcan

keepthelobolamoney

Iwalkedout..

Her:AwwKodwaNkosiyamiNtombifuthiungenzani!

(Ntombifuthiwhatareyoudoingtome)

Mpilofollowedme..

Mpilo:Daddy

Ilookedathim..

Me:MpiloIcan'ttakeyouwithme

Mpilo:Why?WhereisMommy?

Me:Mommyissick,she'sinthehospital

Mpilo:Idon'twannastayhereplease,Grandmother

ismean.Whenwillyoupickmeupagain?



Me:Iwon't..Notnow,notever

Mpilo:Idon'twannastayhere..Daddyplease(crying)

Iwalkeduptothedoor..

Mpilo:Iwannagohomewithyou!

Iopenedthedoorandwalkedout,Iclosedthedoor

andlefthim cryinglikethat...

IRENE

Igottohishouse,Iwentinsideandgreeted

everyone.Chitchattedwiththem alittle,andthen

wenttoVukani'sroom..

Musicwasplaying..

"I'm nevergonnadanceagain

Guiltyfeethavegotnorhythm

Thoughit'seasytopretend



Iknowyou'renotafool

Ishouldhaveknownbetterthantocheatafriend

AndwasteachancethatI'dbeengiven

SoI'm nevergonnadanceagain

ThewayIdancedwithyou"

I'veneverheardthatsonginyears..Iknockedtwice

andopened.Theroom wasdark,red&whitecandles

lit.Aredblanketonthefloorwithwhitecushions.

RosePetalsaround,aplateofchickenwingsmixed

withribs.Coslowsalad,hamburgerbuns,asweet

rosèbottleofwineandstrawberrieswithyogurt..A

boxofFerreroRocherchocolatestoo..

Me:Wow

Thiswasbeautiful..



Helookedatme..

Vukani:Goodevening

Iclosedthedoor..

Me:Goodevening

Hetooktherosefrom thebedandcametogiveitto

me..

Me:Thankyou

Vukani:Iknowit'snotmuchbut..

Me:Iloveit,it'sbeautiful

Vukani:Thengoaheadandsitdown

Iputmybagonthebed,hehelpedmetositdownon

oneofthecushions..

NTOMBIFUTHI'SMOTHER(NaTshabalala)

Mpilowassittingatthedoorcrying,heevenhad

hiccups..



Ilookedathim..

Me:WeeMpiloawusukumelapho(Mpilostandup)

Mpilo:No..IwantmyMommyandDaddy!

Me:Umusukhalangathisekushoniwefuthi,subanga

umhlolo(Whyareyoucryinglikewehaveyet

anotherdeath,stopbringingusbackluck)

Hecontinuedcrying..Iwalkeduptohim and

grabbedhim byhisarm tohisfeet.Islappedhim

acrossthefacetwice,hecriedmore..

Me:Thula!!Thulamaan!!Unyokouyafeba,uBusy

ugcweleubufebewenauzong'khalelalaa?Hambo

khalelaUnyokoesbhedlela(keepquiet!YourMother

isbusywhoringandyouareherecrying.Goandcry



toher)

Islappedhim againandhisfaceturnedred.Hehad

tearsfilledwithmucus.Hestillhadthehiccupsand

washoldinginhiscryingshaking..

Me:Ungangidakikwami!!Khalaminangizokulahlela

ngaphandlenjengerubbish!!(Don'tannoyme,I'll

throwyououtliketherubbishthatyouare)

Idraggedhim tothebedroom,mySisterwalkedout..

Sis:KodwaSisi

Me:Thulanawe!Thula!(Evenyoushutup)

Ithrewhim onthefloor..

Me:Mngeniawumenzeleamanziwokugeza(Prepare

him abath)



MySistergotoutofbedandwenttopreparehim a

bath..

Me:uThuleuthinyaauyangizwa?(Keepquietdoyou

hearme?)

Henoddedwithhishandoverhismouth..

FUTHI

Dr:Okaylet'stryagain..1,2,3..Push

IpushedwiththeNurseholdingmyhandtight..

Me:Ican't..Ican't!!(screaming)

Dr:Justonelasttime,he'salreadyout

Igaveitmyalltopushhim out..



Dr:Therewego

Ididn'twantanemergencyC-section.Ididn'twantto

livewiththeScar..

TheDrheldhim,hewassmallbutnottoosmall..He

wasquiet..

TheotherNursetookhim astheDrcutoffthe

Umbilicalcord..

Me:CanI..CanIholdhim?

TheDrlookedatme..

Me:Please

IRENE

Me:Istillcan'tbelieveyoupulledthisoff



Vukani:Ihaveskills

Ismiled..

Vukani:Areyouenjoying?

Me:YesIam

Vukani:I'm glad

Me:Theribsaredelicious

Vukani:Theyareindeed

FUTHI

Iheldhim..

Hewasquiet,eyesshut.StillbloodyandIwas

hopingforhim towakeup,buthewasn't..

Dr:I'm trulysorry

Me:Thiswasn'tsupposedtohappen



Dr:I'm trulysorry

Iheldhim verytighttomychestandcried..

.

Tobecontinued
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BONE

LeavingMpilobehindwasthemostdifficultthingI

hadtodo.Ilovethekid,andIdidn'tdothatjust

becauseofwhatFuthidid.IdidthatbecauseFuthi

andIaredone,Mpiloneedstoreconnectwithhis

biologicalfather.

IcannotmakeupforwhatFuthiandIdidtoVukani,

butIcandotherightthingbygivinghim backhis

Son.MpiloknewmeashisFather,thecryingmight

sterm from that.Imean,he'sgoingtobeina

differentenvironment,onehehasn'tbeenliving

underformorethan3days.Heonlyusetovisit,butI

trusthe'sinabetterplace.He'swithhisMartenal

Grandmother,hisblood...

IwasstillupsetwithFuthi,whatupsetmemoreis



thatshesleptwiththisManinourbed.Shedidn'tdo

itonce,buttwice.Puttingourownchildindanger,

andthiswastheendresult..AlthoughI'm stillvery

mad,buttheburialhastohappensoI'llgotothe

hospitaltomorrowsolelyforthat.Idon'twannabe

thereforherandgiveherfalsehope,becausethere's

nousanymore.Shehastoownuptowhatshedid.

I'm notasaint,butIhaveneverbroughtThulileinto

ourhouse..

Sleptwithherinourbed,Ihaveneverdisrespected

hertothatextent..

IRENE

Hedidownuptohispromise,aboutthemassage.

WithasoothingLavenderoil.

Iwaslayingonthebednaked,onmystomachand

hewasrunningitthrough..



Ididn'tknowhowtensemybodywasuntilnow.He

startedfrom myback,allthewaydowntomybutt.It

wassoothing,evenmademetodozeoff..

Hespankedmybutt..

Me:Ouch!!

Vukani:Turnandfaceup

Iturnedandfacedup,hewasonlyinhisseamless

trunks..Hisdickbulgingthrough,perfectlyfittedand

erectedtotheside..

HestillhadthosePrisontattoos.Ascarhereand

there.Notreallyabeautifulsighttolookat,those

tattoosweren'tappealingtotheeyebuttheyare

thereandwhatcanonedo?



Hepouredtheoilonhishands.Startedfrom my

thighs,wentuptomytummy.Itwasabitticklish,

couldn'thelpbutlaugh.Allthewaytomybreasts.He

partedmylegswithhiskneeandgotinbetween

them,hisdickrightonmycoochiestillinhistrunks.

Heleanedoverforakissstillmassagingthem..

Iranmyhandsfrom hisbackallthewaydownto

takeoffhistrunks.Igrabbedaholdofhisrockhard

dickandrubbeditagainstmyhole,amoanescaped

mylips..

Hetightenedthegriponmybreastsasheshook

them abit,Ipressedinhisdickinsidehalfway

through.HegroanedandclenchedhisJaws,I

moanedabitlouder..

HeplayedwithmynipplesandIproceeded,hegently

pushedinfurther..



Me:Awww...

Vukani:AskiesSkado

Hecontinuedpushinginuntilhewasfullyin,thenhe

startedpumpingme..

FUTHI

Itookmyphone.Nomissedcall,Notextmessage

from Bone.Notnothing..

Icalledhim,hedidn'tpickup.Isenthim atext:

"IknowthatI'vehurtyou,Ihavenoexcuses

whatsoever.Youdon'thavetobehereforme,but

youcould'veatleastbeenhereforourbaby.Inever

knewyoucouldbethisheartless,Iguessthat

innocentactthere'sactuallyaheartlessbastard

underneath.I'llneverforgiveyouforthis!"



Ididn'texpecthim toreplybuthedid..

"AllIwantistoburrymychildthat'sall,ontopofmy

Mother.Hispowerfulancestor,knowIsentyoursto

yourMother'shouse.Therestofyourthingswillbe

senttheretoo,tomorrow.Youwillbegoingback

homewithexactlytheclothesyoucamehomewith.

Yousleptwithanothermaninmymother'shouse

andIam thebadguy?Uletheukungcolaendlini

kaMa!"

Ithrewmyphoneaway,Ican'tbelievehesentMpilo

there.MpiloisnotusedtomyMothernorthelife

there.He'llbeindiscomfortthroughouthisstay

therewithoutMyandBonebeingaround.Hecouldn't

evenwaitformetobedischarged??

TheNursewalkedin.Iwasplacedinawardwith

oxygentanks,thematernitywardwasfull.Plus

they'llbedischargingmethedayaftertomorrow..



TheNursewalkedin..

Nurse:Timeforyournightbath,andIbroughtyou

somesanitarypad

Me:Thankyou

Nurse:Willyoubeabletowalk?

Me:Yes..Uhm Ihavearequest

Nurse:Yes?

Me:Iwantmybabycremated

Nurse:Areyousure?

Me:Yes

Nurse:Okay..We'llinform theDrtomorrow

IknowhowmuchitmeansforBonetoburythebaby,

sothebabycouldbewithhisMotherandforefathers.

Sincehe'saveryspiritualintactPerson,thiswillkill



him!OnlywayIcanrevengehim..

NA-TSHABALALA

IlookedatMpilosleeping.Weputsomeblanketsfor

him onthefloor.IsharethebedwithmySister..

Idon'tlovethischild,Iresenthim.Heresembleshis

Fatheralot.Aconstantreminderofhowthatboy

almostruinedmychild..

Ihatethatjailbird,hehasnofutureandifitwasup

tome.Hewouldn'tevenbelivinghereinthis

community.WhatcanIexpectfrom achildwho

comesfrom abrokenhome?Adrunkofafatherwho

iswheelchairboundandaMotherwhodoesn'tknow

whethershe'scominginorgoingout...

Me:Iyangicikalengane(Thischildirritatesme)



Sis:KodwaSisi

Me:He'saspoiledbratwithanungratefulMother

whoisawhore!Istjaparapa!OutofalltheKidsIhave,

Godhadtocursemewiththisone!Ngabola

Amathumbu!!!

IRENE

Wewerelayingsidetosidenow.Mylegonhim,his

handonmyhip.Constantlyrubbingmyclitandhe

thrusted..Occasionallylookingateachotherinthe

eyeandkissinghereandthere,Imightbeonmyway

tobeingasexaddict!..

FUTHI

THENEXTMORNING

Icouldn'tsleeplastnight,theyhadtosedateme.



TheDrshowedupexactlyat8am.Ihadbatheand

hadbreakfast..

Dr:Iunderstandyouwantthebabytobecremated?

Me:YesandIdon'twanttheasheseither

Dr:I'llhavetheNursebringtheformssoyoucan

signforconsentandthenwe'llcarryitouttoday

Me:Thankyou..Canyoualsopleasedischargeme

tomorrow?Ifeelokay

Dr:Iwasgoingtokeepyouuntilyouseea

psychologist

Me:Can'tyougivemethereferralletter?

Dr:I'llsoso

Shegotcloser..

Dr:Anycramps?Andhow'sthebleeding?

IRENE



Italwaysgetstomewhenhewakesupearly.

Vukani:IwasgoingtopassbyatFuthi'splaceand

driveMpilotoschoolthismorning

Me:That'sgood

Vukani:Plusnotearly,it'salready8am.Youshould

begettingreadytoo

Me:I'llgoinlate

Vukani:Pleasedon'tgetfiredonmybehalf

Me:Ohwpleaseyougiveyourselfwaytoomuch

credit

Helaughedandpulledmecloserforakiss..

NA-TSHABALALA

IwascleaningwhenMpilowalkedin..



Mpilo:Gogo

Iignoredhim..

Mpilo:GogoIneedtogotoschool

Istoppedwipingthetable..

Iturnedandlookedathim,hewasstandingtherein

hist-shirtandunderwear..

Me:Andthen?Whoisgoingtodriveyoutoschool

Mpilo?

Mpilo:Mommydoes

Me:Doyouseeher?

Heshookhishead..

Me:Awungiyeke(leavemealone)

Hestartedcrying,IpickedupthecanofMr.Minand

threwitathim.Ithithim onhisshoulder,hecried

more..



Me:WhatdidIsayaboutcrying?

Heputhishandacrossmouth..

Mpilo:Sorry

Me:Voetsek!!Sukalaphambikwamiuyanginyanyisa!

(Getoutofmysightyoudisgustme)

Iclickedmytongue.Hewalkedaway,andInoticed

hehadpeedonhimself..

Me:Yeeey!Yeeywenasnyefu!!

Ifollowedhim,herantothecornerofmybed...

Me:Whoisgoingtocleanmyfloorcomehere!



Igrabbedhim bythebackofhisneckanddragged

him out.Ithrewhim onthefloorandtookthecloth

andthrewitathim.Itookoffmysleepersand

startedbeatinghim withit.

Me:umdalakangakauyazichamelawenaNjandini!!

(Oldasyouare,youpeeonyourselfyoudog!)

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

IdrovepassBone'shousetocheckifMpilohasn't

gonetoschoolasyet.IwaslatebutIwashopingifI

don'tcatchhim thismorning,Iwillmakean

appointmenttofetchhim from school..

BonewasreversinghiscaroutofthegaragewhenI

cameoutofmytaxi,henoticedmeandthencame

outofhiscar..

Wemethalfway..

Me:Eyy

Bone:Mbhem

Me:Iam nothereformuch,Iam sureMpilois



alreadyatschool.Justwantedtoletyouknowand

FuthithatI'llbefetchinghim

Bone:Idon'tknowaboutMpilo

Me:Huh?

Bone:ItoldyouIwasleavinguFuthi

Me:Whereishe?

Bone:Isenthim backtohisGrandmother'shouse

Me:Ohw..WhereisFuthi?She'snotpickingup

Bone:Atthehospital,mybabypassesoninher

stomach

Me:That'sbadman,hade(sorry)

Bone:Iknowaboutyouandher,Iknowyouslept

withherhereinmyhouse

Me:OhwIsee

Hewalkedcloser..

Bone:TheonlyreasonwhyI'm notfuckingyouup

rightnowforputtingmyBaby'slifeindangeris

becauseIdidyoubad,soIconsiderthisbackto



backrevenge

Me:EyyMbhem I'm sorryaboutyourbaby,but

there'snobacktobackrevenge,there'snotruce,

there'snothingbetweenus!Youstillthesameold

bastardtome..Thatwillneverchange

Iwalkedbacktomytaxi..

FUTHI

Irecievedacallfrom myMother.Isighedfirst

beforepickingup...

Me:Ma

Ma:Awushoubuyanini?(whenareyoucomingback)

Me:Tomorrow

Ma:Uzohlalala?(Areyougoingtostayhere)

Me:IwashopingsountilIgetaplaceofmyown



Ma:Weefuthiuzimiselenganiempilweni?(Whatdo

youwantforyourlife)

Me:Maplease..Notnow

Ihungup..

NOZUKO(ZUXIE)

Iwassweepingtheyardattheback,whenMpilo

showedup..

Ilookedathim..

Me:HauMpilo

Helookeddistraught,hiseyeswerefulloftears.He

wasshaking.Iputthebroom againstthewalland

walkeduptohim.Hemetmehalfwayandhugged

mylegs,Ipickedhim upashecried.



Me:What'swrongMpilo?

Mpilo:IwantmyMom andDad?

Me:Howdidyougethere?

Mpilo:Iwenthomeandtherewasnoone,thenI

camehere

Me:Why?

Mpilo:MyotherGrandmotherismean,shebeatme

Iwalkedwithhim insideandwenttothelounge.I

puthim downandlookedathim.

Itookoffhisshirtandhehadgreenbruises...

Me:OhhNkosiyami

Mpilo:Idon'twannagobackthere

Hehuggedmeagain..

Me:It'sokayNana..It'sokay



IRENE

IwantedtogotoworkbutIoverslept,Icalledinsick.

NowIhavetogobuyaDr'snotefortomorrow..Igot

outofthebedroom afterbathingandwenttothe

housetogreet.IstumbleduponZuxieinthelounge,

shewassittingonthecouchrockinguMpilotosleep.

ShehadtearsinhereyesandMpilowassleeping

buthisbreathingwasdisturbedbyhiccups..

Me:Sanibonani

Shelookedatmeandtearsfell..

Me:Iseverythingokay?

Zuxie:ChaSisi

Isatdown..

Me:What'swrong?

Zuxie:I'm confusednami..Mpilocameherecrying

talkingabouthisotherGrandmotherbeatinghim up.

Irenehehasbruises,Idon'teventhinktheybathhim



heissmellingofurine

Me:Haibonjani?

Zuxie:Howdoesthishappen?KonawhereisFuthi

whenmyGrandsonisbeingbeatenlikethis?..Come

here

Igotupandwenttothem.Sheliftedhist-shirt,Isaw

thegreenbruises.Myheartfell,Icoveredmymouth

withmyhands...

Me:Whocoulddothistoachild?Especiallya

MartenalGrandmother?MyGrandmotherlovesme

liketomorrowisnotcomingalwayshasevenbefore

Icametolivewithher

Shecouldn'tcontrolhertears,shewasbroken.

Zuxie:Wemightnotbetherichestfamilybutif

uMpilolivedwithusnoneofthiswouldbe

happening

Me:Chait'snotrightforhim tobeintheseclothes,

I'llgotothemallgethim apackofunderwearsanda

fewclothes



Zuxie:Whathurtsmethemostisthatwecan'teven

keephim

Me:We'llseethatlater,letmegoandgetsomething

forhim

Mpilowokeup..Hewastightlyhangingontoher

Grandmother..Zuxiewasveryemotional

Me:Letmebathhim andI'llgowithhim tothemall,

I'llcallVukani

ItookMpilo..

Me:ComeBaby,youstillrememberAuntyIrene?

Henodded..

Me:OkayI'm goingtobathyouandthenwewillgo

tothemallneh?

Mpilo:Okay

VUKANI

Irecievedacallfrom IreneasIwasdriving,Ismiled



andpickedup..

Me:Mfaziomhlophe(Yellowbone)

Irene:Hey

Me:Hey?

Sheexhaled..

Irene:I'm goingtotellyousomethingbutplease

don'tfreakup

Me:What'sgoingon?

Irene:Promiseme

Me:What'sgoingon?

Irene:Pr-

Me:IreneIdon'thavethewholeday,Khuluma!

Irene:Mpiloshowedupthismorning

Me:Isn'tMpiloatschool?

Irene:HeshowedupwithbruisesVukani,bruises

thatachildshouldn'thave.HesaidhisGrandmother

beathim up.He'ssmellingofurine,he'scryingand



scared

Ipulledover..

Me:What?

Irene:I'm goingtotakeafewpicturesandshowyou

Me:Youdothat!

Irene:Pleasedon'tactimpulsivelyokay?Thinkabout

MpiloI'm goingtothemallwithhim tobuyhim

someclothes

Me:I'lltransferR500toyou

Irene:Okay..Pleasedon'tdoanythingstupid,your

Mom isbrokenalready

Me:Okay

Irene:Iloveyou,justfocusonworkfornow

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Itookmyphoneandtransferedmylastcashtoher..

IRENE



Itookoffhist-shirtandtookpicturesofthebruises,

thensentVukanionwhatsapp.Alsoapictureofhis

face.Hiseyeswereredandpuffy..

Mpilo:Am IgoingtogobacktoGrandmother?

Me:Don'tworrybecauseUncleVukaniisgoingto

sortitout

Henodded..

Iheldhishandsandlookedathim.Igotemotional

too,yesMpiloisnotmySonbutIlovekidsandmy

heartbreakswhentheybeingabused.Mpiloisa

wonderfulwellbehavedchild,whowouldn'tlovehim?

Me:Lookatme

Helookedatme..

Me:Iwantyoutoknowthatyouareaverywonderful

childokay?Youareverysmartandverylovable

Henodded..

Me:Youdon'tdeserveGrandmadoingthattoyou,



nomatterwhatyoudo,itdoesn'tgivehertherightto

dothistoyou

IknowhemightnotunderstandbutIfeltcompelled

toremindhim thathe'sagoodchild..

Mpilo:Whyareyoucrying?WhyisGrandmacrying?

Me:Wecryingbecausewesadthatyouaresad

Hehuggedme..

Mpilo:Idon'twannagotoGrandmaIwanttostay

hereuntilMyMotherandFathercometofetchme

Me:IknowBaby

NA-TSHABALALA

MysisterwalkedinonmewatchingTV..

Sis:WeeSisiuphiuMpilo?(WhereisMpilo)

Me:Isn'thesleeping?

Sis:Cha



Me:Idon'tknow

Sis:HayiSisiinganeayikwaziukunyamalalanje(The

childcan'tjustdisappear)

Me:Thatbratmighthavewenttohishouse,hewill

beback

Sis:Whatifhedoesn't?

Me:Eyyawuyekeukubangais'cefePinky,izobuyale

Ngane(Stopirritatingme,thatchildwillbeback)

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

MpiloandIwereatthemall.Ididn'tmakehim wear

theunderwear,itwastheonethatwassmellingof

urinemore.FirstthingIdidwastogethim some

jeansatAckermans,at-shirtand3underwearsina

pack.Gothim afaceclothtoo,thenwentontoget

him atoothbrushandatoothpaste.Justallthe

basicnecessities..

Whenweweredone,wemadeastopatDebonairs

sowecouldgetsomepizza.

Hismoodhadlightenedupnow,Iwonderwhereis

Futhiwhenallofthisisgoingdown.Iwouldkill

someoneiftheydidthattomychild,Iwouldn'ttake

thatshitlyingdown!



FUTHI

Bonecametoseeme.Hedidn'tcometoseeme

perse,hecametotalkaboutthebabyandthebaby's

funeral..

Itoldhim thatIaskedforthebabytobecremated,

hedroppedhiseyesatmenotbelievingwhatI've

justtoldhim..

Bone:Whatdidyousay?

Me:Thebabywascremated

Bone:Idon'tunderstand

Me:Itmeansthehospitalburntthebaby

Bone:Iknowwhatcremationis,whatIdon't

understandiswhyyouwoulddothat

Me:Ididn'twannagothroughthepainofplanninga

funeralandburyingmySonalone,thiswhole

experiencehasbeendifficultenough!



Bone:Youweren'tgoingtoburythebabyalone!..I

knowyoudoingthistospitemebutyoudon'tknow

whatyou'vejustdone.Sometimesyoucandothings

tospiteothersonlytohurtyourselfintheend,you

won'tfindpeacewithwhatyou'vedone.Believein

that!DoyouseewhyIleftyou?Youselfish!You

ruthlessandyouthinkwithyouremotions

Me:Getout!!!

Ilookedathim..

Me:Getout!!!!!!!

Heshookhisheadandwalkedout..

IwaswaitingfortheDrtocomeanddischargeme..

VUKANI

Iknockedatthedoor,Iwasinfuriated.Those

pictureswereinfuriating..



Iheard"Comein"..

Imademywayin..Iwenttothelounge,theywere

sittingthere.Whenshelaidhereyesonme,Isaw

theangerinherface.Shegotupfrom thecouch,she

waswearingtheclothingattireformourningwomen..

Her:Howdareyousetfootinmyhouse?Howdare

youbypassthekitchenallthewayhere?

Ilookedather,deepdownIwantedtostranglethis

witchuntilIsnapherneck..

Her:Phumalakwami!(getoutofmyhouse)

Me:Why?WhydidyoubeatmySon?

Shefoldedherarms..

Her:Howdoyouaskmethat?

Itookoutmyphoneandshowedherthepictures..

Me:Howcanyoudothistoalittleboy?



Her:Soheranofftoyourhouse?Oryoukidnapped

him?

Me:FuthihasallowedmetoseeMpilo,shebrought

him tomyhouseonce,heknowsthewaytomy

house..

Judgingfrom herfacialexpression,shedidn'tknow

this..

Her:That'stheproofyouhave?Whodoyouthink

theygoingtobelieve?BecauseIcansayyoukidnap

thekidwhilehewasplayingoutside,plusisn'tityour

taxiparkedoutside?Withneighbourswitnessingyou

inmyhousewhenyounotsupposedtobehere?I'm

goingtosayyouforcefullytookhim andtortured

him whenhedidn'twannagowithyou.Whodoyou

thinkthepolicearegoingtobelieve?Meawoman

whoistrulyadmiredbythecommunity?Ahomecell

churchtreasurerandmylatehusbandwhowasalso

respectedinthiscommunity?Oralowlifethugwith

anabusivewheelchairboundfatherandaMother

whoisemotionallyunstable,ahousethatisnot



equippedtoraiseababy?Yougoaheadandwe'll

seewhoisgoingtogetarrested..YouorMe?

I'vealwaysknownthiswomanwasevil,butIdidn't

knowtothisextent..

Her:GetoutofmyhousebeforemysisterandI

scream ontopofourvoicesforneighbourstohear

thatyouaretryingtorapeus!

Iwasbreathingfirebynow..

Her:DidyouhearwhatIsaid?

Ilookedather..

Her:Pinky

Pinky:Sisi?

Her:AwubizeuSkhovangaleeNextdoorumtshele

nayiingulubeiyasinonela!(CallSkhovafrom next



doortocomeandwitnessthis)

TheSistergotupfrom thecouch,Ibitmylowerlip

andturnedback.ThenIwalkedoutofherhouse..

NOZUKO(ZUXIE)

Ibroughthim theglassofwater,andthenIsatdown

lookingathim..

Ntuli:YiniIndabamanje?(What'swrongnow)

Me:uNaTshabalalaushayeingane(NaTshabalala

beatMpilo)

Ntuli:Manje?Ngobainganeiyashaywaveleuma

iyeyisa?(So?Becauseachildcanbebeatenifthey

disrespect)

Me:AwukahleNtuli,uyilimazileingane(Stopwiththe

nonsense,shehurtthebabyreallybad)

Ntuli:ManjesoyenzaniMaNtuli?(Sowhatarewe

goingtodo)



Me:She'sstillmadthatyouchosemeoverherthose

yearsago,Ididn'tstealyou!Itwasalongtimeago

too,wewereallstillinhighschoolstandard10how

cansheholdagrudgeforallthoseyears?Imean

shegotmarriednaye

Ntuli:YabutshedidlovemeZuko,Icheatedwith

youandleftherforyou.Youtwowerebestfriends

andshehadtowitnessyoulivingalifethatshe

thoughtwashers

Me:Evenso,thatwasalongtimeago.Weallmoved

on

Ntuli:Vukaniremainsaconstantpainofherfailed

relationship,rememberIcheatedbackandforthwith

herandshethoughtIwasgoingtogetbacktomy

clearthoughtsandcomeback.Whenyoufell

pregnantwithVukani,Istoppeditalltogetherwith

her.Wegotmarriedandlivedhappilyeverafter,I

feelwelivingthekarmaofherpainandtears.She

hadtosettledownwithanoldmanwhoworkedata

minejusttogetthrough

Me:KodwaMpiloisalsoherblood,whyisshebeing



eviltoherDaughter'sbaby?UshoukuthiIcanhate

Thando'sbabybecauseIhateherBabyDaddy?

AwukahleuNaTshabalalausilenje!

FUTHI

Igotdressed..

Nurse:Hereareyourpillsshouldyoufeelcramps

Me:Thankyou

Itookthem..

Nurse:UhambekahleSisi(Gowell)

Me:Thankyou

Itookmybagandwalkedout...

VUKANI



Iturnedthevolumemoreasthesongplayed.

VukanibyDrBone

"Zinyanyazamivukanibo!

Hayivukanibo(Ngincedeniyelele)

Zinyanyazamivukanibo!

Sebeyangicindezela

Sekutheni....."

Tearsstreameddown..

"Yaabathiindlelamawuzoyihambabuzakwaba



phambili..

Ngobakuyenzekausiyaziephenduk'impatha

ungaphiki..

Minangikhulel'ekasicleverizintoziman'ukwenzeka

Hloniph'omcanenomdalangobaisondoliyajika..

Umonaubulal'isizwekantiekasiuchithiigazi.."

Iloweredthevolumeandtookmyphone,andrang

him..SinceIgothisnumberfrom Tsonga..

Bone:Hello?

Me:It'sMe

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Weneedtotalk..Canyoupullthrough?

Bone:I'm abitbusyhowaboutlater?

Me:Yasure

Bone:KwaTsonga



Me:YaI'lltextyouwhenIgetthere

Bone:NgizozwangaweMbhem!(I'llhearfrom you)

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

Istoodatthedoorofmyhouseandtookadeep

breathbeforeopeningthedoor.Iwasexhausted,

feelingsomecrampsandbleedingalot.Iopened

andwalkedin..

Iclosedthedoor,myAuntwasatthekitchen

cooking..

Aunt:Fufu!

Me:Mamncane(Auntie)

Shewipedherhandswiththedishswabandwalked

uptome.Shehuggedme,Iheldhertightandstarted

crying..



Aunty:Phephisasisi(I'm sorry)

Me:MyHeartisbrokenAuntie

Aunty:IknowSthandwaSam..Iknow

Me:Lifeisunfair

Aunty:Kuzodlula(It'llallpass)

IRENE

Whenwegotbackfrom theMall,ItookMpilowithto

myhousesoIcouldgetsomeclothes.With

everythingthat'shappening,IfeelVukaniwouldwant

tohavemebyhissidebecauseonemistake.He's

goingbackinside..MyCousin,hiswife,andkids

werearoundtovisitfor2weeks.He'sonannual

leave..

Cuz:Hemustbesomethingspecial

Me:He'sagoodguyjusttroubled



Cuz:Heshouldn'ttakethis2weeksvisitasyou

movingin

Ilaughed..

Cuz:It'sgoodtoseeyouhappyandinloveagain,

afterwhatyoubeenthrough

Me:Iknow..Didn'tthinkIwasgoingtohealfrom

that

Mpiloandmycousin'sDaughterwalkedin..

Me:MpiloI'm almostdone

Mpilo:CanwetakeAmandawith?

Me:Unfortunatelywecan't,butwe'llvisitherand

she'llvisitustoo

Mpilo:Okay..DoyouhearAmanda?

Amanda:Iheard

AmandaisoneyearolderthanuMpilo..

VUKANI



Bonepulledup..

Inlifesometimesweresorttothingsthatwe

shouldn't,becauseofcertaincircumstances..

Bone:AngikuzwaMbhem (Idon'tunderstand)

Me:She'sabusinghim

Bone:ThatwomancomesoffasagoodPerson,

she'salwaysbeengoodtome

Me:She'sawitch

Bone:Ibelieveyou

Me:SoI'm goingtoneedyourhelp

Bone:Ngilalele(I'm listening)

Me:Iwillcomeworkforyou,inreturnyouhelpme

getmychild

Bone:Ofcourse..Honestlythatfamilyistoxic.Futhi

hadthebabycremated

Me:What?



Bone:Sortofrevengebutshedoesn'tknowwhat

she'sdone

Me:Forallit'sworth,IneverkilledyourbabyMbhem

Bone:Iknow

Ilookedatthebook..

Me:Youhaveawarehouse?

Bone:Yeah

Me:Weneedtochangethelocation

Bone:I'm allears

Me:YouwantMe,You,andTsongaonlyinthe

business.Ifyoufirethesetwotheywillretaliate,so

it'sgoodtomovetheammunitiontoanareathey

willneverthinkof.Thebottlestore

Bone:Soundslikeaplan..Givemeyourbanking

details

Me:Why?

Bone:Justgiveme

Igavehim..Hetransferred8k..



Bone:Welcometotheteam

Ichuckled..

Bone:Forallit'sworth,Ineversoldyouout

Me:Iknow

Bone:Truce?

Me:Yeahtruce

Wesealeditwithahandshake..

FUTHI

IsatintheloungewithmyMom,aroundthedining

table.Shekeptherlookonme,Iknowshewas

greatlydisappointed..

Me:UphiuMpilo?(WhereisMpilo)

Shechuckled..

Ma:Hmmm...Youmessupyourmarriageforaguy

whoisevenabusingyourchild



Me:Huh?

Ma:uMpilomisbehaved,justlikehowitisIhithis

hand.HeranoffayakuboVukani.Idon'tknowwhat

happenedtherekodwauVukaniuzela,hewas

throwinghisweightandshowedmepicturesof

uMpilobruisedaccusingmeofbeatingmyown

Grandsonlikethat,unginyeleukunginyela

Me:Thatdoesn'tsoundanythinglikeVukani,he

wouldneverhurtuMpilo

Ma:Vukaniisanexcon,kubotheyareabroken

family.Idon'tknowwhathappenedbuttheyhurt

umntwana,theytryingtotakeuMpiloawayfrom us

bymakingitseem likeweabusinghim

Thiswasconfusing..

Ma:That'swhatyouhavesubjectedumntwanatoo

VUKANI

Tsongaandjoinedus..



Weweredrinkingbeers..

Tsonga:IwishuBagoscouldjoin

Me:Heseemsstableinhiscurrentlife,hewon't

jumpshipsandweshouldn'tmakehim

Bone:That'strue

Me:WellgentlemenIhavetogetgoing

Bone:Don'tforgetthebook

Ipusheditbacktohim...

Me:Idon'tneedabookthatIncriminatesyouforyou

toprovethatyoucanbetrusted,unlessyouare

planningonfuckingmeup

Webothlaughed..

Me:Seeyoucatstomorrow

IRENE

Wegottothehouse,Zuxiewasdishingup..



Zuxie:Youguysarerightontime

Me:Sorrywetooklong

Zuxie:Noit'sokay..Didyouguyshavefun?

Me:Yes

Zuxie:That'sgood

Me:Iwouldliketostayfor2weeks

Zuxie:Noproblem Ithinkthat'sgood

Me:Thankyou

MANTSONGA

Iwentandmadethephonecalloutside..

Me:He'sonboard

Qhuma:Youmadeagoodcall

Me:Wearedoneright?

Qhuma:MnaxwearedonewhenIsaywearedone



Me:Ican'tkeepondoingthis,firstIwastheonewho

snitchedandVukanigotarrested,nowthis..Ishould

bedone

Qhuma:Wenotdone,westillhavealongway!

Ihungup..

.

Tobecontinued
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longdayandhadanearlynight.Pleaseconsiderthis

yesterday'sinsert.Dailyinserttofollowup
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FUTHI

AfterhearingwhatmyMothertoldmeaboutVukani

andhisfamily,Imademywaytheretohishouse.

Youdopeopleafavour,thentheyturnandbe

devious..Iknockedonceandmademywayin,I

foundthem sittingintheloungewatchingTV.The

familythattheypresenttobe,withIrenejoining

them too.

Mpilo:Mommy!

Heranuptome..

Ilookedatthem..

Zuxie:Futhi

IlookedatMpilo,andIcheckedhim.Hedidhave

bruises.Ilookedatthem..



Me:Idoyouguysafavourtohavearelationship

withMpilothenyouguysgoanddothis?Hurtmy

childtoframemyMothersoyoucantakehim from

us?

Vukani:What?

Me:Howcouldyoubesoevil?

Vukani:Eyyawumekancance,doyoureallythink

thatwewouldhurtuMpilo?

Me:YouwillnevereverseeuMpiloeveragain!

Vukani:YourMotheristheonewhodidthattoMpilo

Me:MyMothertookcareofMpilowhenIwasin

Varsitywhywouldshehurthim?Whywouldshehurt

him?

Zuxie:Clearlyyouhavemadeupyourmindsabout

us

Me:Stayawayfrom mySon,ifyoudon't.I'llgotothe

authorities

ItookMpilo'shandandwewalkedout...



BONE

IwatchedasthecarloadedthelastofFuthi'sthings..

Ican'tbelieveherMotheriscapableofhurtingher

ownGrandson.I'vealwaysthoughtshewasagood

Person,shedidhaveweirdvibesIjusttookitasif

likeit'sawomanthing,youknowwomenandtheir

unstablemoodsorthatshewasjuststrict..

VUKANI

Irene:Ican'tbelievethis

Zuxie:NaTshabalalaiscruel,shealwayshasbeen

Me:ShereallythoughtIcouldhurtmySon

Zuxie:Youdodgedabulletthere,Futhiistoxicand

soisherMother

Me:NowonderBandilelefther

Zuxie:Hedid?



Me:Yeah

Zuxie:Don'tgothreateningthem,awaywillcomefor

youtogetMpilo.Don'thurtthem

Irene:Iagree

FUTHI

Mpilowasn'thappytobeback,hekeptonsayingMy

Motheristheonewhobeatherup...

Ma:Theyeveninfluencedhim tolie

Me:MpiloIdon'twannahearyoutalkingliesabout

Grandma

Mpilo:I'm notlying

Me:Youare!!Listentome,you'llneverevervisit

Vukani'shousedoyouhearme?

Hestartedcrying..

Me:Whydoyouwannagotoaplacewherethey



abuseyou?

Ma:Haicha..Ngavelelwa!(Thisisbadluck)

Me:Stopcryingbecauseyounevergoingbackthere

uyangizwa?

Henodded..

Me:Goandsleep!

Hewalkedtomybedroom..

QHUMA(COBRA)

MynameisQhama,betterknownasCobra.Iam

fullyinvestedinfedilitytruckheistsandselling

ammunition..Afewyearsago,Iplannedaheistwith

myboysortheboysthatworkforme.Then,4boys

pulledoffthatheist..

Imanagedtogettooneofthem andconvincedhim

tobemyconfidantorelsehe'sgoingtodie.When

theypulledoffthatheist,Tsongatextedmeonthe



routethatVukanitook.Icalledthecops,Ithought

afterthat.TheywouldstopbutnowI'm hearingthey

stilloperating.Theystealingmyclientsandit's

hecticonmyside,theykillingmyhustle..

MywifeandIjustmovedintothisneighborhood,

theirneighborhood.Tokeepitclean,Ihavetaxis.4

ofthem ontheroadtokeepthecopsaway..

Thehouseisa5bedroom house.2bedrooms,

kitchen,lounge,andbathroom..

MywifeandIdon'thavekids,butIdohavekidswith

ex.MycurrentwifeNelendaandIwe'vebeen

marriedfor2yearsnow.She'syoungerthanme.I'm

45andshe's25yearsold..

Me:Westilllivingoutofboxes?

Enda:Awukahle,wejustmovedin2daysago



Me:Areyouokay?Withthisneighborhood?

Enda:WellIlikedwhereweusedtolive,Idon'tknow

whywesuddenlymoveddownherekodwake

Me:AwuMbhem

Enda:Iknowit'sforyourexwifetostopbotheringus

EndaisthesameageasmyfirstbornDaughter,they

don'treallygetalongthatwell.She'shadquitea

experiencewithmyfamily,mykidsandmyexwife.

TheycalledheraGolddiggerandallofthat..

Me:Iwasthinkingofgetting2taxissofar,getthem

ontheroad

Enda:That'sgood

Me:Itis

FUTHI



Me:Ihearwehavenewneighbours,somepeople

boughtthehousenextdoor?

Ma:Yes..Usomatekisi(he'sataxiowner)

Me:Ohw

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'llcheck

Iwenttocheck,Isawsomegentlemanstanding

therewithmybags..

Him:Goodevening

Me:Evening..MayIhelpyou?

Him:I'm heretodropoffyourthings

Me:Ohw

Him:Signhereplease

Isigned..

Him:Thankyou..Havealovelyday

Heleft,Ibroughtmybagsintothehouse..



MyMom walkedin..

Ma:Somewomencomebackwithmuchvaluable

thingsthantheirBags

Me:Madon'tstart

Ma:WhenshouldIstart?

Ikeptquiet...

IRENE

Vukani:Canwetalk?

Me:Yes

Hewalkedoverandheldmyhands..

Vukani:Ifoundanotherjob

Me:Ohw

Vukani:Yes



Me:Where?

Vukani:Bottlestore,itpaysbetterthanmebeinga

taxidriver

Me:That'sgood,I'm gladit'ssomethinglegit

Vukani:Icanalsosaveuptopaylobola

Ilookedathim..

Vukani:Wenotdatingtopushtimeright?

Me:No

IwalkedtomybagandtooktheOralcorn..

Vukani:Whatisthis?

Me:I'vebeentakingtheredpillssincewehad

unprotectedsexsohopefullyIwon'tfallpregnant

Vukani:Yougoingtobetakingcontraceptivepills?

Me:Yes

Vukani:Isee

Isenseddisappointmentfrom hispart..



FUTHI

IcalledBone..

Bone:Hello?

Me:MythingsandMpilo'sthingshavebeendropped

off

Bone:Good!Nowblockmethere'snothingleftforus

tosaytoeachother

Hehungup..

.

Tobecontinued
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ENDA(QHUMA'SWIFE)

AWEEKLATER

There'safewthingsthatneedgettingdonearound

theyard,soworkershavestartedworkingtoday.

Puttingpavementaround..

AsIwasstandingoutside,outofmyyard.Sincethey

startedthere,Isawagirlnextdoorsweepingthe

yard.Shewavedatme,Iwavedathertoo.Thenshe

walkeduptomestillholdingthebroom..

Her:Hi

Me:Hi

Her:Futhi



Me:Enda

Her:Nicetomeetyou

Me:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Her:Soyouareournewneighbour?

Me:Yes

Her:Hopingwewillgetalongwell,ifyouneed

someonetoshowyouaround,don'tbeafraidtohala

atmenextdoor

Ichuckled..

Me:Iwon't

Her:Youmovedherefrom where?

Me:Wemovedherefrom OrangeFarm

Her:OhwIthoughtyouguyswerefrom far

Me:Nowenot

Her:WhatdoesyourHusbanddo?

Me:He'sinthetaxiindustry

Her:Mostprofitableanddangerousbusiness



Me:Very

Her:Wellit'sgoodtomeetyouEnda

Me:Youtoo

Shewalkedaway...

VUKANI

Wewereabletocreateasecretspaceatthebottle

storeforourshipment,andwewerealsoableto

movetheshipmentfrom thewarehousetothebottle

store.Bagoswasn'thappywithmyquitinghim and

doingthis,hereallywantedmetostayofftheledge.

Iunderstandwherehe'scomingfrom,butthenthis

isbiggerthanme.IneedmySon,Ineedtobeableto

provideformyfamily..

Iwasgoingtobeinchargeofthebottlestoreasa

whole,thentheammunitionbusiness.It'sthe3ofus,

butTsongaandIarethegotoopeople.Ifwework

togetherashowwe'vealwaysdone,wewillbeable



topullthisbusinessoffforalongtimeuntilweall

haveenoughtoditchit...

Wegoingbythesamemotto,justenoughtogetus

outagain..

DoIwannadothis?Ofcoursenot.Howmanyofus

aredoingthingsthatwedon'twanttodo??Stuckin

jobswedon'twant?Justtogetby?We'veallbeenin

suchpredicaments..

IhadBonestockupmoreonalcohol,thebottlestore

wasonlysellingalcoholsonowIam creatingachill

inplace.Youcanbuyanddrinkhere,we'veputa

plasmaTV,tablesandchairsandthere'salsoapool

table..

Nounder18,areallowedin.Ifyoulooksuspicious,

werequestanID.Atleastwehavealiquorlicense,

sincenowit'sgoingtobeachillin.Copsmightbe



onus..

ThisweekendweinvitedacertainDj,he'llbeplaying

for3hours.Hechargedus9k..

He'snottoobig,80kfollowersonTwitterbutwe

needhispopularity.Toadvertiseourchillin.We

namedthewholebottlestoreandchillinplace

"IzinjaZehlathi"..RentisR4500amonth,it'scloseto

somePakistanshops.Basicallyinthisarea,it'sjust

shops...

IRENE

Iwasatworkthismorning,mystayatVukani'splace

isgoodsofar.Iam enjoying.Ipassbyatmy

Grandmother'splacewhenIknockofftocheckup

onthem..



Ihadstartedonmyperiodslastweek,Iwasso

happytogetthem.IknowVukaniwantsababy,I

thinkhewantsonetotryandrewritewhat's

happeningwithMpilo,andalsotofeelthatvoid..

Idon'tknowaboutababy,Thingsaren'tentirely

stablebetweenVukaniandI.Wehaven'treached

thatlevelofcommitmenttoactuallycommit

ourselvestoachild..

Thami:Howaretheaffairsofyourrelationship?

Me:BetterIdon'twannalie

Thami:That'sgood

Me:Howareyou?

Thami:I'm good

Me:Isyourhusbandfeelingbetter?

Thami:Yes

Herhusbandwassick..



FUTHI

AtworkIwasonatemporarycontract.Mycontract

hasexpired,theydidn'trenewit.

I'vebeenmissingworkalotandtheynolongerhad

faithinme,they'llbeputtingsomeoneelseinmy

space..

Iam tryingtofindanewJob,Idon'twantany

SurgeryJobsbecauseDentistsexploitdental

therapistsandoralhygienistsalot..

Iam hopingtogetoneatahospitalatleastwhich

provestobedifficult.Allthecorruptiongoingonin

thiscountry,it'snoteasytogetagovernmentjob

thesedays..



Iwasstressedout,ifthemoneyIhaverunsout.I

don'tknowwhatI'lldo,it'llonlybeabletopay2

monthsforMpilo'sschoolfeesthenIdon'tknow

whatI'm goingtodoafterthat..

MyMother'sattitudehaschangedtowardsme,

homeisstartingtobereallytoxic..

BONE

ThulileandLuthandowillbearrivingtomorrow.Ihad

thehousecleaned,gotanewbed,beddingsetetc.I

removedanytraceofFuthiandMpilo..

It'sliketheyneverlivedhere.IturnedMpilo's

bedroom intoLuthando'sbedroom..

Ican'twaitforthem togethere..



FUTHI

Iopenedthebreadtin,therewasnobread.

Isighed..IwenttomyMother'sbedroom,shewas

readingherBible..

Me:Ma

Shelookedatme..

Me:Doyouhavemoney?Breadisfinished

Ma:DoIlooklikeIwork?

Shegetsmoneyeverymonthfrom myBigBrother..

R2000

Ma:Kahlekahlewhenareyoutwoleaving?

Me:Leaveandgowhere?

Ma:Haibo,youruinedyourownmarriage!Whatdid

youexpect?Thatlifewasgoingtobeeasyonyou?I

haveanotherchildinboardingschoolthatis



dependentonme,hertrustfundthatyourFatherdid

forherisonlypayingforherfees,she'llgettherest

ofhermoneywhenshe's21.Istillneedtosendher

moneyfortoiletrieseverymonth.YourBrotheris

working,bothmykidsaredoingwellforthemselves

wena?Youjustoutthereruiningyourlifewhatdo

youthinkwasgoingtohappen?Havingababywitha

uselesssomebodywhocan'tevenprovideforhis

Son?Whatdidyouthink?Youareuselessnjeand

I'm gettingtiredofyouandthatspoiledbratofyours!

Yenzaandgetajobfastsoyoutwocanmoveout!

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Iwasstandingoutsidehavingasmoke,Muziisthe

guyI'm workingwith.No,makethatI'm hisBoss.

Despitemyposition,Iwon'tuseittoslavehim

around.Hopingwe'llworktogether,peacefullyand

respecteachother.

Weworkatthefront,twomoreguysworkatthe

back..

Muziisadedicatedandhardworker,heevendoes

thingsthatheshouldn'tdo.Hegoesanextramile..

Bagospulledup..



Me:Drinkinganddriving,deadlycombination

Hechuckled..

Bagos:Justonenyana

Wewentinside,IsignaledtouMuzithatheshould

bringussomebeers..

Bagos:Howareyousettlingin?

Me:Sofarsogood,Idon'thaveanycomplaints

Bagos:Isee

Me:Iknowhowyoufeelaboutthis

Bagos:Istillthinkyoushouldtodrivingtaxis

Me:Iunderstandyourfrustrationswithregardsto

thesubject,butBagos.TheprofitImakethere,isnot

enoughtoprovideformyfamily.Thandoisgiving

birthnexttime,herboyfrienddoesn'tseem tobe

serious.Ontheotherhand,there'sMpiloandIrene.I

knowIreneisworkingandshehasmadeitclearthat

shedoesn'twantmymoney,buteverywomanlikes

tobespoiledhereandthere.



Bagos:IunderstandMan,Iam notheretojudge

MuzibroughttheCoronabeers,2each..

Me:I'llpay

Bagos:Inthatcase,I'llhaveanextraonetoo

FUTHI

Iwaslookingatthetimewaitingfor13:00togoget

Mpilo.Iwassittingoutsideonthestoepwithagood

friendofmine,Mabuse..

Buse:IheardtheygoingtohaveaDjonSaturday

night,weshouldgo

Me:Vukaniisworkingthere

Buse:So?

Me:It'sgoingtobeawkward

Buse:ManjeimpiloingazeimeforuVukani?(Soyour

lifemightaswelljuststopforVukani?)



Me:Ihavebiggerproblems,Buse.Likelookingfora

job

Buse:That'swhywehavetogooutonSaturday,

ukuthiukhipheiStress

Me:YaIguessso

Buse:Sowegoing?

Me:Yes

Buse:That'sgood!

VUKANI

AfterBagosleft,Ihadaclientwhoneeded

ammunition.3guns..

Hewasbuying,eachwasgoingtobeR7000.We

handlecashonly..

Client:Theylooktobeingoodcondition



Me:Heist?

Helookedatme..

Client:Houserobberies

Wedon'tsellbullets..

Me:OhwIsee

Client:Thepayment

Hehandedmetheenvelope..

Client:Youcancountit

Iopenedtheenvelopecounted..21k,it'sallIn..

Client:Ifweneedmore,we'llletyouknow

Me:Aytcoolman

From thatpayment,wegoingtobuy3guns.To

replacetheonesbought.Webuythem forR5000

eachandsellthem forR7000.Wemake2kprofit.So

basicallyfrom thispayment,wegoingtobeprofiting

2keach.Bone,Tsonga,andI..BoneandTsonga

havetobringaclienteachtooforthismonth..



FUTHI

Idrovetoschoolaftergettingacallfrom Mpilo's

teacher..

Igotthereandwenttotheoffice..

Theprincipalwaspresent..

Mpilowassittingthereallquiet,whenheisthisquiet.

Itmeanshe'sintrouble....

Me:Goodday

Principal:MsTshabalala..Pleasesitdown

Isatdown..

Me:Iseverythingokay?



Teacher:Mpilowasinvolvedinafight,hebrokehis

friend'sarm

Me:What?

Teacher:Therewerewitnessesinclasswhenthe

fighterupted

IlookedatMpilo...

TheParentsoftheotherLearnerwillbecomingin

tomorrowmorning,I'dlikeforyoutobeheretoo

Me:Uhm yes

Principal:Inthemeantime,I'm suspendinghim fora

month

Isighed..

Teacher:Iseverythingokay?Mpiloisnotatroubling

child

Me:I'm amazedmyself..Everythingisfinewe..I

separatedfrom myhusbandsowehadtomove

backhome,he'snotusedtothechangeof

environment.Doesn'tunderstandwhymeandhis

Fa..Hedoesn'tunderstandwhytheseparation

happened



Principal:Haveyoutriedtakinghim forcounseling?

Me:He'sjustakid,I'm sureit'llblowover

Principal:Istillsuggesttherapyforhim

Therapyatthistime?Whenthere'snomoney?..

NA-TSHABALALA

Nozukowalkedin..

Me:Lookwhatthecatdraggedin

Zuxie:Sophie

Me:Afteralltheseyears,youstepfootinmyhouse

Zuxie:Thisisnotasocialvisit

Me:ThenwhatcanIdoforyou?

Zuxie:Iunderstandyourhatetowardsme,butto

hurtmyGrandson?



Ilaughed..

Me:YourGrandson?Speakinglikeyouactuallyhave

one

Zuxie:Ifyouhaveanyconscienceinyou,you'dletus

haveMpilo

Me:Letyouhavehim?Don'tmakemelaugh.You

couldn'tevenkeepyourfamilytogetherhowcanyou

raiseachild?

Zuxie:I'veraisedtwo

Me:Andlookhowtheyturnedout

Zuxie:Mpiloisjustakid

Me:Ifyoudon'thaveanythingelsethatbroughtyou

tomyhouse,pleaseleavethesamewayyougotin

FUTHI

Wewalkedtothecar..



Me:DoyouhaveanyideahowmuchIpayatthis

schoolhuh?

Helookeddown...

Me:Foryoutoactlikethis?Beatkids!

Mpilo:I'm sorry

Ihithim ontheshoulder..

Me:Yousorry?Whatisyoursorrygoingtodo?You

suspendedforamonth!KantiyiniMpilo?What's

wrongwithyou?

Hecontinuedcrying..

Iopenedthedoor..

Me:Getin!

HegotinandIclosedthedoor..

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

AllParentswantwhat'sbestfortheirchildren,richor

poor.Weallwishforthem tohaveabetterlife,goto

abetterschoolandhaveabetterlifeandgrowup

betterthanwedid..Ineverhadthelibertytogotoa

privateschool,myParentscouldn'taffordit.Though

Iworkedhardevenwithobstaclestogiveminea

betterlife.IevenleftVukaniforBonejusttomake

sureMpilowasset,hadastablehomeandloving

Parents.He'soneofthefortunatekidstogetwhat

hehas,hisschoolfeesmonthlyain'tnochild'splay

thenhegoesanddoesthisshit?Whenweina

crapper??

Wedrovehomeintotalsilence.Iwasmad,somad

thatmychestwasburning..



Whenwegothome,herefusedtogetin..

Me:Mpilongena(getin)

Hestartedcrying,hemadememoreupset..

Me:Whyareyoucrying?DidIhityou?

Heshookhishead..

Me:Thenwhyareyoucrying?Whyareyoucrying?

Ihithim ontheshoulderandhecriedmore..

Me:Whyareyoucryinghuh??

MyMotherwalkedout..

Ma:Yeyi!!Yeyi!What'sgoingon?

Myeyeswerefilledwithtears..

Me:Hegotsuspended

Sheclappedherhands...

Ma:Nazoke!(herewego)

Me:Mpilowhatdon'tyouget?Whydoyouhaveto



godothis?

Ma:Haicha!

MyMotherwalkedbackin..

Igrabbedhishandandpulledhim inside..

Ma:Ningabangiumsidolakwami(Don'tmakenoise

here)

Me:Iam theonlyPersonwhodoesthingsforyou!I

doeverythingforyou!YourFatherisnotevengiving

usacent!He'soutthereenjoyinglifewithhis

girlfriendandyougoanddothisshit?Icankillyou

rightnow!

Ma:You'vespoiledthischildrotten!Youforgotthat

onedaythingsmightgosouth!Hayinenzenihambe!

VUKANI

Okowahamb'eth'uzobuya



Wakhwelainqwelontaka

Watshonakweziy'ntaba

Ntyilontyilonjengenyonindiyantyiloza

Kwaphelaiinyangakwatshonaamalanga

Neetshomizamizithiundenzaisbhanxa

Naselalinikuthethwangam'izindaba

Ntyilontyilonjengenyonindiyantyiloza

Bonewalkedin..Hegreetedafewpeoplewhowere

sittingtheredrinking..

Bone:Lookatthisplace

Me:Toldyouthesitinwasgoingtowork

Bone:Itisworking

Me:Athisihlebe(Let'sgossip)

Wewalkedtotheprivatearea..



Me:Ihadaclient

Bone:That'sgood

Gavehim theenvelope..

Me:21k,6kprofit

Hetookit.Heopeneditandcountedafewnotes.He

handedthem tome..

Itookthem..

Bone:6kisyours

Me:There's3ofusinthisprofit

Bone:I'llgiveTsongahe'ssharefrom mymoney

Me:Youdon'thavetodothat

Bone:YouhaveaSontotakecareofnow

Me:Yeah

Bone:Indaba?(Problem)

Me:Nothing..JustFuthiandherfamily

Bone:FuthiandIhavejointcustodyofMpilo,if



there'sanythingIcando

Me:Yeahwe'llsee

IRENE

ZuxiewasworriedaboutMpilo,sowasI..

ThosebruisesonMpilo,butI'm surethatsinceFuthi

isback.Theabusewillstop.

Me:Futhiisback,I'm sureshewonthaveherchild

abused.Plus,themotherwon'tabuseMpiloin

Futhi'spresence..

Zuxie:Idon'ttrustthem

Me:Thissituationisdifficult



FUTHI

Hecriedhimselftosleep..

Ma:Manjewhatareyougoingtodo?

Me:Idon'tknow

Ma:Youhaveadegree,useit.Don'ttellmeyouwent

toschooltobeuseless!FuthiIcan'tbuyumfazi

omdalafood,ontopofthatfeedMpilo!You

supposedtobetakingcareofme

Me:Vukaniwillhavetoshipin

Ma:Aghthatuselesspieceofshit

Me:Hegotajobatthebottlestore

Ma:Sincewhendobottlestorespaymuch?

Me:It'sworthatryMa,hehastohelp

Ma:Thathalenganeuyifakeiskolosakagovernment!

(registerthischildinagovernmentschool)



Isighed..

VUKANI

IwalkedoutBone,whenaBMW pulledup..

Someguygotout,hedidn'tlookfamiliar..

Wewaitedforhim tocometous..

Him:Madoda

Me:Yebo

Him:Qhuma,abangaziyobathiCobra(Mynameis

Qhuma,thosewhoknowmewellcallmeCobra)

Bone:SibongaukukwanziNdoda(Gladtoknowyou)

Qhuma:MywifeandI,wejustmovedin.

Bone:Aikewelcometotheneighborhood



Qhuma:Someonetoldmeaboutthisjoint,saidIcan

comeheretohaveadrink

Me:Yeahsure..Youwelcome

Qhuma:Kubongamina

Hewalkedin..

Bone:I'llcheckyoulater

Me:Cool

FUTHI

IcalledVukani,hedidn'tpickup.

Iexhaled..

Itriedtoopenthefreezerbutitwaslocked.Iwanted

tocooksomething.IwenttomyMother,shewasin

thelivingroom sittingatthetabledrinkingcoffee



readingtheBible.

Me:M..Ma

Ma:Hmmmmm?

Shedidn'tevenlookatme..

Me:Iwantedtocooksomethingbutthefreezeris

locked

Ma:Manje?

Me:Whydidyoulockit?

Ma:It'smyhouse,IcanlockanythingthatIwantto

lockinmyhouse!

Me:Okay

Iwenttomybedroom togetmypurse..

VUKANI

MuziservedthisQhumaguyHeineken.



Me:EhhMuzi

Helookedatme..

Me:Doyouknowhim?

Muzi:NexBhoza

Hewaschillingalone,drinking.Alsocasually

Lookingaround..

Thiswasabsurd,Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Justcheckingifyoustillset

Qhuma:Ngikahle(I'm good)

Me:Ayt

Qhuma:Yintlelendawo(Niceplace)

Me:Siyabonga

Qhuma:Ididn'tcatchyourname

Me:Vukani

Qhuma:BekalaNdoda

Weexchangedahandshake..
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FUTHI

Iswallowedmyprideandwenttothebottlestoreto

talktoVukani.Mpiloishischildtoo,hehastoship

in...

ItwasbusywhenIwalkedin,musicwasplayingand

peopleweredrinking.Ilookedaroundandsawhim

atthecounter,Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Hi

Helookedatme...

Me:Canwetalk?

Vukani:Yeahsure

Hegotoutandwewentoutside..

Vukani:uGrand?



Me:No..Mpilowassuspended

Vukani:Why?

Me:Hegotintoafightandbrokeanotherchild'sarm

Hewhistled..

Me:Hehasneveractedinthatmanner

Vukani:Shouldn'tthattellyousomething?Achild

actingout?Thatmeanssomethingiswrong

Me:VukaniI'm herebecauseIlostmyjob.Ineedyou

tohelpmewithMpilo

Vukani:Idon'tmind,butIhaveseehim

Me:That'sofflimits

Vukani:Futhihe'smySon

Me:Iam stillnotsureifIshouldbringmySonclose

toyou,notafterwhathappened

Vukani:Iwillpayforhisschoolfeeswhenhegoes

back.I'm notgoingtogiveyoumoneyforfood,how

willIknowyou'dbuyfood?

Me:It'sfine,youcanpayhisschoolfees



Vukani:Sho

Voice:Sanibonani

ItwasIrene...

Me:Ishouldgo

Iwalkedawayandbumpedintoheronpurpose...

QHUMA

IwasinmycarwithTsonga..

Me:Imetumbhem

Tsonga:Bone?

Me:Cha..Vukani

Tsonga:Why?

Me:Ineededtoknowmycompetition,Ialsodidsee

loBonenyanawenu

Tsonga:Youshouldn'thavemadeyourselfknownto



them

Me:Iwantthem toknowme,sowhenIcomefor

them.Theywillknowwhoitis

Tsonga:Idon'tknowhowIshouldfeelaboutthis

Me:Feelnothing,anddoyourdamnJob!

IRENE

Ilookedathim..

Vukani:ShewasheretotalkaboutMpilo

Me:OhwIsee

Vukani:Awukwatangaangithi?(Younotmad)

Me:ShouldIbe?

Vukani:No

Me:Iwasheretocheckwhatwastakingsolong

Vukani:YaaSkadodecidedtoopenforanotherhour

Me:Okay



Vukani:Kantiyini?(what'swrong)

Me:Nex

Vukani:Comeinforadrink,we'llleavelater

Wewalkedin..

FUTHI

Ireneirritatesme,she'salwaysstucktohim like

chappies..

Ma:Ubuyaphi?(Whereareyoucomingfrom)

Me:IwenttoseeVukani

Ma:Ngoba(Because)

Me:Iwantedhim tostartshippingin

Ma:And?

Me:He'sagreedtopayhisschoolfees

Ma:Whenareyougoingtostartshippingin?



Me:Whenwillthatbe?

Ma:Whenwillthatbe?

Me:AngaziMa!(Idon'tknow)

Ma:I'm givingyouamonthtogetyourshitstraight

Futhi!Youcan'truinyourlifeandexpecttocome

backherelikenothinghappened

Me:Ididn'tcausethistohappen

Ma:Youdid!Youdidcausethis!

Iwalkedintomybedroom..

IRENE

Hekepttheplaceopenforanotherhour,thenafter

theyclosedup..

IwasstillthinkingaboutFuthicominghere,Iknow

theyhaveachildtogetherbutIdon'ttrusther.She

madeitclearthatshedoesn'thim anywherenear



uMpilo,sowhatissheheretodiscuss??

Muzi:Bhozaizobonanatomorrowmorning

Vukani:ShoMuzi

Westartedwalkingtohishouse,itwasjusta

distanceaway..

Vukani:Bekunjaniespanini?(Howwaswork)

Me:Workwasgood

Vukani:Yizo

Aswewerewalking,acarapproachedus.We

movedoutofthewaybutitcametousstraight..

Vukani:Wtf?



Wemovedfurtherawaytothepedestrianwalk,just

bysomeone'shouse.Itdroveaway.

Me:Didyouseethat?Hewastryingtorunusover

onpurpose!

Vukani:Isawthat,mhlambeudakiwe(Maybehe's

drunk)

Me:Don'ttheyknowoneshouldn'tdrinkanddrive?

Vukani:KuseloxionIrene,abantubayazidalela(It'sin

thehood,peopledowhattheywant)

FUTHI

ThenextmorningIwokeupandbathe,IbatheMpilo

thenwedroveouttohisschool.



TheotherParentswerealreadyintheofficewaiting.

Igreetedandsatdown..

Principal:MsTshabalala,thankyouforcoming.

TheseareMandla'sParents

Ilookedatthem,theyclearlyweren'thappy.

Principal:Weallknowwhywehere

Me:Firstandforemost,I'm trulysorryaboutwhat

happened

Thewomanstartedtalking..

Her:Don'tbe,becausehadyoutaughtyourchild

mannerswewouldn'tbehere



Me:Iunderstandyourfrustrations

Her:Doyou?Isityourchildwithabrokenarm?

Principal:YouhaveeveryrighttobemadMrs

Mngomabutgoingbackandforthwon'thelp,we

hereforasolution

Her:IwanthertopayformySon'shospitalbilland

compensateusfortrauma

Principal:Understood

Her:HerSonshouldbeletgo,ourkidsarenotsafe

here

Principal:Wehavesuspendedhim

Her:Iwanthim letgoorelseIwillmovemychildto

adifferentschoolifherhooliganwillstillbeunder

thisschool

Shewasblowingthingsoutofproportion!..

QHUMA



Boyza:Mlunguithasbeenconfirmed,hedoeshave

agirlfriend

Me:Good!

Boyza:Ialmostranoverthem lastnight

Me:Almostisnotgoodenough

Boyza:Iknow

Me:Welltracethegirlfriendandtakeheroutnext

time

Boyza:I'lldoso

.

Tobecontinued
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QHUMA(COBRA)

It'smuchhardertogettoBonebecausehedoesn't

seem tohaveanyoneclosetohim.

Iheardhewaswiththegirlnextdoorbuttheybroke

up.Soit'llbeuselessgoingafterher.Itwon'tsting

thatmuch...

IstillhavetofindwhereIcangethim,mayberuinhis

career.Havehim arrestedforsellingillegal

ammunitionthatfundsheists.Biggestscandalofhis

lifeandcareer,he'llget15yearsmax.Evenso,I'll

havetoattachhim tothebusinessforproof..

Vukanihasbeentojailbefore,givinghim upwill

makehim getaharshersentence..



Tsongasaidtheykeeptheammunitionatthebottle

store,secretroom..

Ipickedupthemuganddrankmycoffee..

IRENE

Iwaswaitingforataxitoworkwhilstbusyonmy

phone.Iwasstartinglatetoday..

AsIwasstandingthere,Iheardpeoplecallingout..

WhenIlooked,itwaslate.Thecarwasveryclose,

anditranmeover..

BONE

Igavehim themoney.

Helookedattheenvelope..



Him:NgiyabongaMbhem (Thankyou)

AfterVukanigotarrested,Iknownowthatwemight

haveenemies.SoIhavethiscoponourpayroll,to

makesurethatthisshitofgettingarresteddoesn't

happenagain..

Ican'tletVukanigotojailagain..

FUTHI

Ihadtobeg,putmyselfinthepositionofbeinga

beggarjustsoMpilodoesn'tgetkickedoutof

school.AlthoughthePrincipalwastryinghardto

reasonwiththeParents,shealsocouldn'tmakeit

seem likeshe'stakingmysidebecauseit'llbelike

she'scondoningbullying..



Ifthere'severatimewhenIwantedtodie,it'llbe

now.Thiswastoomuchnow,butthankGoodness

theydidn'tkickhim out..

VUKANI

Me:Theseonesgohere

Muzi:ShoBhoza

Tsongarushedin..

Tsonga:Vuks

Hewasbreathingfast

Iwalkedout,andwalkeduptohim..

Me:YiniiJive?(What'swrong)

Tsonga:Awuzwanga?(Youhaven'theard)

Me:Zwangaini?(Haven'theardwhat)



Tsonga:Irene

Me:What'swrongwithIrene?

Hecaughthisbreath..

Me:Tsongakuhambani?(what'swrong)

Tsonga:Eish

Me:RingaJoe!(Talk)

Tsonga:Shegotranover

Me:Ini?(What)

Tsonga:YeahNtwanaatthestopsign

IlookedatMuzi..

Me:MuziNgiyabuya(MuziI'm comingback)

TsongaandIleft..

FUTHI

Withallthestressathome,IdecidedtovisitEnda



nextdoor..Herhusbandwasaround.

Qhuma:Ladies,Ihavetogo

Enda:Seeyoulater

Hekissedher..

Qhuma:Futhiitwasnicemeetingyou

Me:Youtoo

Hewalkedout..

Me:Yourhusbandseemsnice

Enda:Heiswonderful

Me:Haveyoumadefriendsyet?

Enda:Ihaven'tbeenoutthatmuchhey

Me:Icanseethat

Enda:Coffee?

Me:Doyouhavesomethingstronger

Enda:Whiskey?



Me:Please

Enda:It'sthatbad?

Me:Girlyouhavenoidea

Enda:Youcantellmeallaboutit

VUKANI

Whenwegottothescene,Irenewassittingthere.

Herlegseemedbadlyhurt..

Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Wtf?Whathappened?

Iheldherhand...

Irene:Acarshowedupfrom nowhereandranme

over

Herfacewasabitbruisedtoo..



Irene:I'm fine

Me:Lookatme

Irene:I'm fine..Don'tworry,it'sjustmyleg

Tsonga:Havetheycalledanambulance?

Irene:It'sonitsway

Tsonga:That'sbetter

Me:Ishouldgetmycar

Tsonga:Weshouldn'tmoveher

Me:Theambulanceistakingforever!Nowshe'sa

spectacle

Irene:Let'swaitfortheambulance

Peoplewerestillherewatchingherasiflikeitwasa

circus..

BONE



Imadeastoptothebottlestore,Muzitoldmethat

Vukanihadtorushout.Irenegothurt..

IcalledVukani.

Me:UnjaniuIrene?(HowisIrene)

Vuks:UzobaGrand(She'llbefine)

Me:Howdidthishappen?

Vuks:Someoneisafterus,lastnightwewere

almostranover

Me:Didshegetthenumberplates?

Vuks:I'm notsurebutshecandescribethecar

Me:I'lllookintoit

Vuks:Ta

Me:Keepmeposted

Vuks:Sharp



FUTHI

Enda:Atleasttheydidn'tkickhim out

Me:Yaatleast

Enda:Eyyabantwana

Me:Mpilohasn'tactedlikethis,Ithinkmyseparating

withBandileisthereasonbehindhissudden

outburst

Enda:UzobarightuMfana

Me:Ihopeso

Idrankthewhiskey..

Enda:Takeiteasy

Me:Ireallyneedthismylifeisfallingapart

Enda:CheckafewpostsSisi

Me:Ihateworkingforadentist,theyexploitalot

Enda:Doyouhaveachoice?

Me:Idon't..I'lltryandcheckforafew



Enda:Doso

Me:Doyouwork?

Enda:NoIdon't

Me:Yourhusbandmustbereallytakinggoodcareof

you,foryoutonotbeworking

Enda:Hejustdoesn'twantmetoworksincehe

provideswell

Me:Luckyyou

VUKANI

Theambulancefinallycameandweweredrivento

thehospital..

Iwasworriedabouther,shegotintothismess

becauseofme.Iknowit'ssomeonefrom myside,

probablysomeonewhohastodowiththebusiness

becausethisishappeningnowthatI'vejoinedthe

business..
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VUKANI

Itwasgoodtoknowthatnomuchdamagewas

causedtoIrene.Onlyherleg,washurtbadly.She's

duetobeoperatedtomorrowmorning.Herandthe

DrwerediscussingmattersofRAF,roadaccident

fund.Idon'tcarenoneaboutthat,whatIcareabout

iswhowasbehindthatcar.Noonegotthenumber

plates,butshedoesrememberthecar,howit

lookedandwhatmodelitwas..

Shewasdozingoff.Theygavehersomethingforthe

pain..

Iwassittingthereholdingherhand,itwaspissing

meoffjustthinkingaboutit..



Shesharedthewardwithother5girls.Itwas6of

them intheward..

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:Only10minleft

Irene:Hmmmm

I'llhavetopassbyatherhouseandletthem know,I

don'tknowhowtheygoingtowelcomeme..

QHUMA

ImetwithmyguyQaphela..

Hetoldmehecouldn'tgofurtherwiththemission,

whenheranherover.Hethoughtthatshewasn't

goingtomakeit,onlytofindshewasstillmovingas



hedroveoff..

Qaphela:Ngiyaxolisabhoza(I'm sorry)

Me:It'sokaythere'sstilltime

Qaphela:We'velostacustomertothem thisweek,

theyrentinggunswithadifferenceof1.5kfrom us

Me:Lastmonthwelosthowmanycustomers?

Qaphela:5

Isighed..

Qaphela:Ifwedon'tactsoonwe'lllosemore

Me:Thenwepullupthebigguns

Qaphela:Ngiyezwabhoza(Ihearyou)

BONE

Me:Awukezwanex(Haven'tyouhadanythingasyet)

Tsonga:Nexkanjani,kodwabathiyiPoloeRed(I



haven'theardanythingbuttheysayingit'saredPolo)

Me:There'salotofthose

Tsonga:Here'swhatIdon'tunderstand,we'veran

thisbusinessforyears.Whythehitnow?Exactly

whenwe'vebroughtinVukani?

Me:AreyoutryingtosaythatVukaniisbringingthe

heattous?

Tsonga:Idon'twannapointfingers

Me:Itwouldn'tmakesense,hewouldn'tputhis

girlfriendinharm'sway

Tsonga:VukaniandIrenejuststarteddating,Idon't

thinkhe'sthatmuchinlove

Me:Naaitdoesn'tmakesense

Tsonga:I'm justsaying,wecan'ttrusthim.Ifeel

Vukaniisstillmadthathewenttojailandwedidn't,

whatifhe'stryingtosetusup?Revengekindofset

up?

Me:IhavetogoandfetchThulilefrom thebusstop



FUTHI

NewsofIrenebeingranover,werespreading

quickerthananything...

Ireallydon'tcareifshemadeitorifshedied,she's

notmyfavoritePerson..

Isearchedthroughonthenetandfoundavacancy.

SomeDentistintownneededanOralHygienist,but

I'llapplyanyway..

Igotthenumberandcalledher..

Voice:Goodday

Me:Goodday,mayIpleasespeaktoDrO.Pelo?

Voice:Speaking

Me:IjustfoundanopeningvacancyonlineandI'm



interested

Pelo:Canyoupleasecometomorrow?

Me:Uhm yes..

Pelo:I'm suretheaddresshasbeenincluded

Me:Yes..I'llbethere

Pelo:10am?

Me:PerfectI'llbethere

Pelo:Seeyouthen

VUKANI

Iknockedatthedoor..

Voice:Comein

Iopenedthedoorandmademywayin..



HerGrandmothershowedupfrom thelivingroom..

Me:SawubonaMa(Greetings)

Her:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:Ngiyaphilawenaunjani?(I'm welltoo)

Her:Ngiyaphila(I'm well)

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:EerrigamalamiuVukani(MynameisVukani)

Her:OhhhhhhisokalikaIrene(Irene'sboyfriend)

Me:YeboGogo(Yes)

Her:Ngikusizanjani?(HowmayIhelpyou)

Me:Angaziukuthiuzwilena,ngengozikaIrene(I'm

notsureifyou'veheardaboutIrene'saccident)

Her:Ngizwile..Hercousinwenttothehospitalto

checkwhichward

Me:She'sinward4A



Her:Awungiyabonga,unjani?(Thankyou,howisshe)

Me:She'sokayjustherleg

Her:Iunderstand,Iwasjustprayingforher

Me:NgiyezwaMa(Ihearyou)

Her:Iwillgoandseeherat7pm

Me:AkunaNkinga(There'snoproblem)

Her:NgiyabongaMfana(Thankyou)

Me:YeboMa

TSONGA

Qhumamadehiswayinandsatdown.Ilooked

aroundandwenttohim..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Qhuma:Kuyadliwalaangithi?(It'saneateryright)

Me:Wenotsupposedtobeseentogether



Qhuma:Relax!

Isatdown...

Qhuma:Didyoutalktohim?

Me:Yes

Qhuma:And?

Me:Youneedtounderstand..BoneandVukanihave

beenfriendsforyears,itwon'tbeeasytoturnthem

againsteachother

Qhuma:NotifVukaniismadeawarethatthePerson

whotriedtorunoverhisPreciousgirlfriendwas

hiredbyBone

Me:Andhowareyougoingtomakeitbelievable?

Qhuma:Tsongawhenyoutalk,Ilisten.Whenyou

toldmeabouttheirfuedoverthatgirlIknewitwould

playinourfavour.Iwantedtodoawaywiththem but

thisVukanimightbeadvantageoustomeandmy

business

Me:Idon'twantthiscomingbacktobiteme

Qhuma:Don'tworry..YouandVukaniwillditchBone



afterIhaveturnedthem againsteachother

Ididn'tlikethisonebit..

FUTHI

Iwasgoingtodriveouttothemall,getafewthings

andcook.Asacelebratorydinner..

IknowI'llgetthejob,surgeriesareverydesperate..

Me:Ma

Shelookedatme..

Me:TomorrowI'm goingforaninterview

Ma:Awwwwenana

Me:It'sasurgeryjob,won'tpaymuchbutatleastit's

something



Ma:Sizakesibone(Wewillsee)

Me:I'm goingouttothemalltogetafewthings,I'll

preparedinner

Ma:Isee

IwenttogetMpilooutsidesowecouldgoouttothe

mall,hewasplaying..

TSONGA

Qhuma:Youseenow,thiswillplayinourfavour..It's

perfectthatVukanitoldyouthisinsteadofBone,

thathesleptwithBone'swifeanditresortedtohis

babydying.Itmakesthesituationwaybetter.Wetell

VukanithatBonehiredsomeonetokillhisgirlfriend

forrevenge

Me:Okay

Qhuma:Behappy,smile..You'vedonewell.Soon

Vukaniwilljoinoutteam andwewillbebackin



business,plusheseemssmarterforthisbusiness..

You,yourselfsaiditthatifitwasn'tforhim.You

guyswouldn'thavepulledthatheist

Me:Sowhat'stheplannow?

Qhuma:You'llsee

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Ithrewmyselfonthecouchathome.Thisdayhas

beenadrag.Icamebackwithherbag,shehadher

phonewithher..

Ma:UnjaniuIrene?(howisIrene)

Me:She'llbeokay

Ma:That'sgood..Haivelethemainroadis

dangerous.Toomanycarsinthemorning,people

rushingtoworkandallthat

Me:YeahIguessso

Ican'tthinkofanyonethatwouldpullthis,Idon't

haveenemies.Ididn'tgettimetocreateenemiesfor

myself,I'vebeeninjailfor5years..



Futhiiscrazybutshecan'tpullthisoff,she'snot

thattoxic..Ihadtogobacktothebottlestoreand

seewhathasbeenhappening..

BONE

Theyhad3bigluggagebags,Iwentandputthem in

thetrunkofmycar.Luthandowashappytoseeme,

Iwashappytoseehertoo.It'sbeenawhile.Thulile

toldmeshewasabletogetatransferforher,

LuthandoissmartI'm sureshe'lldowellinaschool

aroundhere...

Thulile:Kuthiniukukhathala(I'm exhausted)

Me:Nxese..Kuhlengobauzofikaendliniuphumule

(Atleastyou'llgethomeandrest)

Thulile:Sitholenjenokuyaethunjwini,umuntungeke

akhoneukupheka(WemustgettakeawaysIwon't

beabletocook,I'm tootired)



Iwasconcernedabouttherumoursshe'llhear.Well

notrumours,butmysituationwithFuthi..Ihopewe'll

beabletogetpassit..

FUTHI

Iwasdishingup..

Ma:Shonoke..AreyouandMpilogoingtomoveout?

Me:No..Surgeryjobsarenottrustworthy

Ma:Ohw

Me:IwillcontributetofoodMa

Ma:Okayke

Shetookherplate..

Ma:I'lleatinthebedroom

Mpilo:Mom



Me:Ya?

Mpilo:WhencanIvisitUncleVukani?

Me:Mpilo

Mpilo:Buthedidn'thitme

Ilookedathim..

Mpilo:HisMotherisnice,helet'smebakedolphin

cookies

Isatdown..

Me:HowisAuntyIrene?

Mpilo:She'snicetoo

Me:MpiloIhavetotalktoyouaboutsomething

Mpilo:Okay

Me:UncleVukaniis..Heis..HeyourDad

Mpilo:IthoughtDadwasmyDad

Me:Iknowbut,VukaniisyourDad.Bonewasyour

Dadbecausehewashelpingmeraiseyou

Mpilo:Okay



Me:Younotangry?

Mpilo:No..IlikeUncleVukani

Me:You'llhavetocallhim Dad

Henodded..

Mpilo:CanIvisithim?

Me:Tellmethetruthfirst..Did

IlookedatmyGrandmother'sdoor..

Me:DidGrandmother,myMotherbeatyou?

Mpilo:Yes

Me:Okay

ItookmyphoneandcalledmyAunt..

Aunty:Futhi

Me:Mamncane

Iwalkedtothekitchen..

Aunty:Konkekuright?(Iseverythingokay)

Me:AuntyIneedtoaskyousomethingpleasebe



honest

Aunty:Okay

Me:Did..Whenyouwerehere,howwasthe

relationshipbetweenMpiloanduMa?

Aunty:HaiFuthi,Idon'twannagetinvolved

Me:Pleaseit'sforMpilo'ssake

Aunty:FuthiallI'm goingtosayis,youaccusingthe

wrongfamilyandyouhavetogetoutoftherebefore

uSisikillsyourSon.It'slikeshehatesuMpilo,taking

outherfrustrationsonhim

Me:OhhmyGod!

Aunty:Pleasedon'ttellherItoldyou

Me:Iwon't..NgiyabongaAunty

Aunty:OkaySisi

Iwalkedbackintothelivingroom,IsatnexttoMpilo

andlookedathim.Myheartsank,allalonghewas

tellingthetruth...



Mpilo:Areyoucrying?

I'veseenhowscaredhegetswhenmyMotheris

around..

Me:WouldyouliketovisitVukani'shousetomorrow?

Forafewdays?

Mpilo:Yes!

Me:OkayI'lltalktohim

VUKANI

Iwalkedintothebottlestore,InoticedQhuma.I

walkeduptohim andgreetedhim.

Qhuma:Eyyngizwebathiintombileelinyaziwe

ihlekisananawe(Iheardtheladywhowasranover,

isyourgirlfriend)

Me:Newstravelfast

Qhuma:kunjalo(It'sthatway)



Me:Yamygirlfriendgotranover

Qhuma:Mmm..Kodwavelelelakhona

angilithandisisi(Idon'tlikethatcorner)

Me:Yabutshe'llbeokay

Qhuma:Ifyouneedanything,anyhelpdon'tbe

scaredtoask

Me:Yaa

Qhuma:KahlekahlenjeI'm lookingforfriends,I've

justmovedin

Webothlaughed..

Ipulledthechairandsatdown..

Me:Whereareyoufrom?

Qhuma:IwasinOrangefarm,madeafewenemies

inthetaxiindustrysoI'm herenow

Me:Ya..IalsothinkthatIrene'saccidentwasnotan

accident

Qhuma:Yoususpectingsomething?



Me:Yaa,Idon'tknowwhattothink

Qhuma:Soanysuspects?

Me:JustsaiditwasaredPolo

Qhuma:Numberplate?

Me:Nex

Qhuma:I'llaskaroundandsee

Me:TaMbhem (Thankyou)

FUTHI

Igavehim thesliceofcake..

Me:Areyougoingtofinishit?

Mpilo:Maybe

Ichuckled..

Me:Hey

Helookedatme..



Me:SorrythatIdidn'tbelieveyou,Iknowyou

wouldn'tlie..IpromiseyouthatI'llneverletGrandma

hurtyou.IfI'm notaroundyou'llgotoDaddyVukani's

place

Mpilo:Okay

Me:finishupsowecouldgotobed

IRENE

ThepainIfeltinmylegwasexcruciating,butthe

injectionandmedstheygavemewerehelpinghere

andthere..

MyGrandmotherandmycousinshowedup,they

hadbroughtmefood..

Grams:Imadeyouyourfavoritedish

Me:YhuuuuuuuI'llgainweightmoss,somuchfood



Grams:Awukahle

Me:Thankyouguysforcoming

Cuz:Sowhathappened?

Me:HonestlyspeakingIwasbusyonmyphone

Grams:KodwaIrene

Me:Iknow..Iwasfoolish

Grams:Vukanistoppedbythehouse

Ilookedather..

Me:Hedid?

Grams:HeseemslikealovelyyoungManbantu,I

couldseeitinhiseyesthathewasworriedabout

you

Me:Heisagoodguy

Grams:Kuhleifhetreatsyouwell

Me:Hedoes

VUKANI



Ilaughed..

Me:Angekeukubhayizaokungaka(Thatwasfoolish)

Qhuma:Ngiyak'tshela(I'm tellingyou)

Me:Ubulimanje(That'sfoolish)

Qhuma:Atleastittookoffthestressfrom you

Hefinishedhisbeer..

Qhuma:Letmego,Idon'twannagethometo

"Wherehaveyoubeen?"

Me:AikeMbhem ngizok'bonajampas(I'llseeyou)

Qhuma:Sharp

Hewalkedout..

THULILE(BONE'SWIFE)



Bandilehadgoneouttogetusfood,Ilookedat

Luthando..

Me:Uyayithandalendawo?(Doyoulikethisplace)

Luthando:We'llsee

DeepdownIthoughtmaybeBandilehadsomeone

becauseofourlivingarrangements.I'm gladmy

suspicionsseemedtobefalse..

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Iwaswokenupthenextdaybyaloudlockinthe

morning.ItcouldbeBone,couldbeTsongaormy

family.Igotoutofbedanddraggedmystillsleepy

selftothedoor.Thebestpartaboutmyworkingat

thebottlestore,Idon'thavetowakeupveryearlyin

themorning.Weopenat10am...

IopenedandFuthiwasstandingatmydoorstep

withMpilo.Mpiloshowedsomeexcitementin

seeingme,heactuallyhuggedmylegs..

Hewalkedintomyroom.IlookedatFuthiconfused..

Futhi:Canwetalk?

Me:Yeahholdon



Iwentbackintotakeacigaretteandamatchbox..

Futhi:Youhavetobrushyourteethfirstbefore

smoking

Me:YeahwhateverFuthi,don'tbringyour

professionalopinionintoit,Ithinkthere'sserious

thingstotalkabout

Futhi:Okay..I'm sorry

Me:Sorry?

Futhi:ForhowIconductedmyselfthattime

Me:LikehowyouaccusedmeandmyFam for

abusingmySon?

Futhi:I'm sorryVukani,Ireallyam

Ilookedatherafterlightingupmycigarette.

Me:Whatmadeyouthinkdifferentofus?

Futhi:Mpilowouldnotlieaboutsomethingso

serious,andhisperformanceatschoolshowedthat

somethingwaswrong



Me:Okay

Futhi:Idon'thaveenoughfinancestogetaplaceas

yet,canMpilostayherewhenI'm atwork?I'm going

foraninterviewtoday

Me:Okaysharp

(Silence)

Futhi:CanIaskyousomething?

Me:What?

Futhi:WhyIrene?

Me:WhynotIrene?

Futhi:I'm justsurprised,Imean..Itwassofastyou

fallingforheritwasquick.Peopleusuallygrievefirst

forafallenrelationship

Me:"Okongahlangananawe

Nawesthandwasam

Seyizeyapholayapholainhliziyoyam"[EversinceI've

beenbrokenbyyoumylife,myhearthashealed]



Iwalkedbackinsideaftersayingthat..

THULILE(BONE'SWIFE)

Bandileleftveryearlyforaninterview,Iam always

anearlybird.Bynow,itwas7am.Thehousewas

alreadyclean,andIwasfinishinguptheyard.Ialso

didthelaundrywhenIwokeup..

AsIwasfinishinguptheyard,somegirlwalkedup

tome..

Her:Sawubona(Greetings)

Me:Sawubona(Greetings)

Her:RorisangNkabahle

Thesurnamewasunnecessary..

Me:Thulile

Rori:Uhlalala?(Youlivehere)



Me:Yebo(Yes)

Rori:Ngobaabacashisi(Theydon'trenthere)

Me:I'm Bandile'swife

Hereyeswidened..

Rori:Serious?

Me:Yebo

Rori:YeeMadoda!

Me:KukhonaokunyeSisi?(Istheresomethingelse)

Rori:Haicha..Akukhookunye(No..There'snothing

else)

Shewalkedaway..

Neighboursareallthesame..Noisyasalways...

FUTHI

IdrovetoworklisteningtoCoolkid_Intliziyo..



EversinceVukanimentionedthelinetome,Ithink

thatwashismessageforme..

IactuallylaughedasIlistenedthroughthesongon

repeatuntilIgottothesurgery..

"Okongahlangananawe

Nawesthandwasam

Seyizeyapholayapholainhliziyoyam

Okongahlangananawe

Nawesthandwasam

Seyizeyapholayapholainhliziyoyam

Nakuwengicelamakubheda

Ubokhumbulukuthi

Naminginay'naminginay'inhliziyo"



Iparkedthenfixedmyselfandwalkedinholdingmy

CV..IspokebrieflytotheReceptionistandshelet

methroughtotheoffice..

Me:DrPelo

Pelo:Ntombifuthi?

Me:Futhiplease

Pelo:Nicetomeetyou,pleasehaveasit

Isatdown..

IhandedhermyCV,shewentthroughit..

Pelo:YouareaDentaltherapist

Me:Yes

Pelo:Iwaslookingforahygienist

Me:Iam allupforit

Pelo:OkaybutI'llonlybeabletopayyouR9000a

month

Me:It'sokay

Pelo:Okaythenuhm..Ialsoworkatthehospital,I



actuallyhavetobetheresocanyoustartnow?

Me:Noproblem

Pelo:LetmeshowyouhowIworkaroundhere

VUKANI

Iwentintothehouse,tospeaktomyMother.Ihad

toprepareforwork.ShewasexcitedaboutMpilo

beinghere,shedidn'taskmuchquestions.Mpilo

calledmeDadunprovoked,Iam notcomplainingbut

alsoshocked.Futhifinallytoldhim thetruthIguess..

IcalledIrenetocheckuponherbeforeIleft..

Shewasholdingupwell,hersurgeryisat11am..

Irene:Areyouserious?

Me:I'm serious



Irene:That'sgood..I'm happythatMpilowillbesafe

Me:I'm shockedmyself

Irene:That'sgoodBaby,I'm happy

Me:Yaa..Idomissyou

Irene:Imissyou

Me:I'llcheckyoulaterthen

Irene:OkayIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

QHUMA

Me:Youdisappointedmebefore

Qaphela:NgiyaxolisaBhoza

Me:OkayIthinkImightbegettingthroughtoVukani

Qaphela:Kwathembisalokho(That'spromising)

Me:Sofrom hereon,Idon'tneedanyscrewupsfrom

you



Qaphela:Ngiyathembisa(Ipromise)

Me:WemovingtoplanB,areyouready?

Qaphela:Yebo

VUKANI

Iwalkedintothebottlestore..

Me:Muzi

Muzi:Bhoza,Kukhonaokuzileokwakho(Something

gotdeliveredforyou)

Me:Yeah?

Hegavemethebigbrownenvelope..

Ilookedatit..



Me:Okay

Iwalkedawayandopenedit.Itwaspictures.Ofa

redPolo.Onepicturewaswritten"Qaphela"atthe

back..

Ikeptonlookingatthem...

FUTHI

ItwasasmallsurgerybutIwashappytohave

gottenajob..

9kisnotsobad,I'm notpayingrent.It'llcovermy

billshelpwithMpiloandit'salsogoodthatVukaniis

helpingtoowithMpilo.

Thisisastart,butnotsomuchofabadone.

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

TheSurgerywasbusybecauseaspecialwas

runningforthemonth.Gold,Silver,andPlatinum are

goingforR600.OntheiroriginalpriceareR800,so

peoplewerehereforthespecial..

Itwasalotofworkforme,backattheHospitalI've

neverworkedthismuch..

Weneedthemoney,becauseIneedtobepaid

monthend..

Me:Sbo

Sbo:Busydayforyouhuh?

Me:Yes



isthereceptionist..Iwasonmylunchbreak.

Sbo:Sincethespecialstartedlastmonth,ithas

beenbusy

Me:Ohwitstartedlastmonth?

Sbo:Yes

Me:Yoohit'sverybusy

Sbo:You'llbeokayandyouhave7morepatients

Me:7?

Sbo:DrPelousedtocomeduringherlunchbreak

andintheafternoon,sothat'swhyitgetsfullinthe

afternoon

Me:OhhIsee

Sbo:Soyoumightgohomelate

IwentandtookmyphonetotextVukanisohecan

inform hisMother...



VUKANI

Ikeptonlookingatthephotosuntilafamiliarvoice

disturbedme.IlookedupanditwasQhuma..

Qhuma:Bafo,lookslikeyoudeepinyourthoughts

Hesatdown..

Me:Kinda

Qhuma:Kungani?(Whatisitabout)

Me:Ishowedhim thepictures

Qhuma:Whatam Ilookingat?

Me:Theguythatranovermygirlfriend,orthecar

Qhuma:Anyleads?

Me:No

Qhuma:CanItakeoneandaskaroundfrom thetaxi

driversthatworkformeandsee

Me:Yeahsure



Qhuma:I'm suresomeonewillknowsomething

Me:Maybe

Qhuma:BhekaMbhem,ngiyaziukuthiyonkelento

ifadalele.Maraizwangami,ngizoyisondezalento

(Listenmate.Iknowthiswholethingismessedup.

Buttakeitfrom me,Iwilllookintoit)

Me:TaBafo(Thankyou)

Theonlynicethingaboutthehoodisthat,everyone

triestohelpwheretheycan.It'salllovefrom mates,

attimesitdoesn'tmatterforhowlongyou'veknown

thePerson.It'saboutthem cominginasincere

manner..

IRENE

Icouldn'twaittogetoutofhere.There'ssomething

aboutHospitals,thatmakesyourskincrawl.Islept

untilthevisitinghours,middayvisitinghours.When

theanesthesiahadwornoff,that'swhenIfeltthe



realpain.Icouldn'tevenmovemyleg.Icouldswear

thatneedleswereprickingthrough.Itwasaterrible

experience..Ididn'tknowwhattomakeoutofthe

situation,Vukanithinksthatthiswasnoaccident.I

justwannaputitbehindme,Ialsopraythathe

doesn'tgoafterthepersonwhodidthis.Hoodfights

neverend,theyendinbloodshed..

MyGrandmotherwashere.Ididn'twanthertocome

everyday,she'sold.Sheshouldberesting.I'llcome

backhome,thisisnotafatalinjury..

Me:AngicabangiukuthimeleuzenjaloGogo(Idon't

thinkyoushouldcomeeverydayGrandma)

Grams:AwukahleRiri,bazothiniabantunjewena

ungenasivakashi?(Whatwillpeoplesayifyoudon't

haveavisitor)

Me:Ngiyabonganjalo(Thankyou)

Grams:Wenaunjani?(Howareyouholdingup)

Me:Aii..I'm inpain



Grams:Giveittime,you'llheal

QHUMA

IneedVukani,noIneedhisbrainsandloyalty.With

Vukanionmyteam,Iwon'thavetoworryabout

alwaysbeingpresentandcheckingoutthings.He'll

dothatforme..

Unfortunatelytobringhim in,Ineedhim totrustme

fully.ThatmeanssacrificingmysidekickQaphela..I

calledhim..

Qaphela:Bhoza

Me:NgifunasihlanganeJampas,sidleIndaba(Iwant

ustomeetlateron,anddiscusssomething)

Qaphela:NgiyakuzwaBhoza(Ihearyou)



FUTHI

DrPelodoesn'thaveatightfinancialsystem.Ionly

jotdownthemoneyinabook.IlookedattheR1200

andlookedatthebook..

ThePatientwashereandhasrequestedtodoaW

onbothhercentralincisors.Ijusthavetotrim the

teethtoaW shape,takeamodelofthetrimmed

toothandsendittothelab.ThePatientwillcome

backafteraweektocementthegoldinhertooth..

Ididwhatwasnecessaryfortheprocessandletthe

Patientgo.IclosedthedoorandputtheR1200in

mybagbeforeanotherPatientwalkedin..

VUKANI

Iwenttotheunattendedcustomer..



Me:Ekse

Shelookedatme..

Her:Vukani?

Me:Sylvia?

SylviaisoneofmyExes,datedherforashortwhile

inhighschoolbeforedatingFuthi..

Sylvia:Wowit'sbeenawhile

Shewasalsosmart,I'm surenowshehasagood

jobjudgingfrom thecarkeysshewasholding..

Me:Yamaan..Uzifihlephi?(Wherehaveyoubeen

hidingyourself)

Sylvia:Iam inthemilitary

Me:Serious?

Sylvia:Serious



Me:Why?

Sylvia:Whynot?

Webothlaughed..

Sylvia:Eishmaanyouknowcomingfrom thehood,

ourParentsdon'talwayshavemoneytosendusto

tertiary.SowhenIcompletedmatricIjoinedthe

Military.ItwassupposedtobeforashortwhilebutI

endeduplikingit

Me:Well..Goodforyou

Sylvia:Whataboutyou?Heardukuthiukewangena

Phakathi(Heardyougotarrested)

Me:Eishya..IzintozeMpilo(It'slife)

Sylvia:Askies

Me:kantingilimelena?(Am Ihurt)

Sylvia:Aisuka!Ngekeushintshe(You'llneverchange)

Me:CanIgetyouanything?

Sylvia:Brutalfruit..3cans

Me:Yizo



Iwentandgotthem forher,shetookoutR100..

Me:I'llpayforthem

Sylvia:Bantu!YawaiBusiness(Thebusinessisgoing

togodown)

Me:Yekauk'thakathaumncanekabiforleyonto

(Stopwiththewitchcraft,youwaytooyoungforthat)

Shetookthem..

Sylvia:Ngiyazibongela(Thankyou)

Iwalkedherouttohercar.Shehasn'tchangedthat

much,otherthantheweightgaininalltheright

places.Theleggingsshewaswearing,didallthe

justice..

Sylvia:Itwasgoodseeingyouhey

Me:Itwasgoodseeingyoutoo,areyouleavingsoon?

Sylvia:Nexkanjani..I'llbeherefor3months

Me:Kuhleke..Thatmeanswe'llstillseeeachother



Sylvia:Nakanjani(That'sright)

IRENE

Grams:Haikeithingikushiye(Letmeleaveyou)

Me:OkayGogo

Shetookherthingsandwalkedout..

ItookmyphoneandcalledVukani,itwasanswered

byanunfamiliarvoice..

Voice:PhonekaVukaniHello?

Me:Hi..CelaukukhulumanoVukani(MayIplease

speaktoVukani)

Voice:Usaphumile,shiyeiPhone.Khapheomunye

Sisi(He'sout.Helefthisphone,hewalkedsome

Ladyout)

Me:Ohwokay



Voice:NgithiubanioPh-

Ihungup...
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IRENE

Vukanistoppedby,forthelatevisitinghours.

Iwasstilltunedbythephonecall,earlier..

Vukani:Youlookbetter

Me:Ifeelbetter

Vukani:Youlookbetter,Gimmeakiss

Wekissed..

Me:Howwasyourday?

Vukani:Itwasgood,busybutgood

Me:Icalledyouearlieron

Vukani:Youdid?

Me:Yesachildanswered

Vukani:YeahMuzibekaletheintwanayakhe,



borrowedhim myphonetoplayagame

Me:Hetoldmeyouwerewalkingoutsomelady

Vukani:Yeahmyformerclassmate,Sylvia

Me:VukaniIdidsaythatifyoudon'twantme

anymore,letmego

Vukani:Askies?Whereisallofthiscomingfrom all

ofasudden?

Me:I'm justsayingandremindingyou

Vukani

Vukani:SoyougoingtogivemeshitjustbecauseI

fuckenwalkedmyformerclassmateout?

Hewasgettingmad,andIhaveothergirlsinthis

ward.It'sembarrassing..

Me:Iwasn'tfighting,Iwasjustvoicingoutmy

feelings

Vukani:Tsekke,salanamafeelingswakho!



Hewalkedout...

FUTHI

Iknockedofflate,around19:00.DrPelodidn'tcome

totheSurgerywhensheknockedoffatthesurgery..

ImadeherR5000today,includingthe1.2kIstole..

IstoppedbyatVukani'splacetofetchMpilo,Zuxie

wasciviltowardsme..

Me:I'm trulysorryaboutmycominghereand

causingsomuchturmoil,itwasinsensitiveofmeto

saythosethingsandverydisrespectful

Zuxie:She'syourMother,Iunderstandverywellwhy

youhadtobelieveherbutpleaseknowthatIlove

uMpilowithallmyheartandIwouldneverhurthim



Me:Iknowandthankyouverymuchforhelping

babysitforme

Zuxie:Youwelcome

Me:MpilosaygoodbyetoGrandma

Mpilo:GoodbyeGrandma

Zuxie:Goodbyebigboy

Wewalkedouttomycar..

VUKANI

I'm overIrene'sinsecurities.Ihatebeingaccusedof

somethingthatI'veneverdone..

Irecievedacallfrom Qhuma..

Me:Mbhem



Qhuma:IneedyoutocomeeGroundini,Ihave

somethingtoshowyou

Me:I'llbethere

Itookaturnanddroveoutthere..

FUTHI

AsIwasdrivinghome,IpassedmyoldhousewhenI

sawsomewomanandalittlegirllockingupthegate

intheirsleepwear.

Istoppedthecar..

Me:MpilostayhereI'm coming

Mpilo:Okay

Igotoutandwalkeduptothegate...

Me:Sanibonani(greetings)



Her:Sawubona

Me:Ninjani?(Howareyou)

Her:Ngiyaphila(I'm well)

Me:Iam sorrythismightcomeoffasweirdbut...I

haven'tseenyouaroundthehood

Her:Ohwyesjustmovedin

Me:Futhi

Her:Thulie

Me:AreyourelatedtoBone?

Her:No..I'm hiswifeandthisisourDaughter

Luthando

Myheartalmoststopped..

Me:Really?Wow!Wherewereyouallalongashe's

beenlivinglikeabachelor

Thulile:IwasinKznbutnowI'vemoveddownhere

permanently

Me:That'sgood



Thulile:ItwasnicemeetingyouF....

Me:Futhi

Thulile:Futhi

Iwalkedbackintomycar..

VUKANI

Iarrivedattheground,Isawthem.Itwas3ofthem,

oneguywastiedupandontheground..

Me:Kwenzakalani?(What'sgoingon)

Qhuma:Sitholilelempatha(We'vefoundthefool)

Ilookedathim,they'vealreadyroughedhim up..

Qhuma:Wewaitingforhim giveusaname

Ilookedathim,helookedscared..



Me:IsitQaphela?

Qhuma:YeboMbhem

Ilookedathim..

Me:Whohiredyou?

Helookedatme..

Qhumakickedhim onhischest..

Qhuma:Khulumamaan!(Talk)

Qaphela:Bafwethungiyaxolisa(I'm sorry)

Qhuma:Asinandabamaan!Sifunaigama(Wedon't

care,wejustwantaname)

Qaphela:Bone

Me:Uthini?(Whatareyousaying)

Qaphela:UkhulumeIndabayokuthiwenaulele

nomuntuwakhewazewashonelwayingane!(Hesaid

yousleptwithhiswoman,somuchthathelosthis

baby)



Itookafewstepsback...

Qhuma:Areyousurengalento?

Qaphela:Surengamla(YesIam sureboss)

Iwalkedawayandtookoffmyt-shirt..

ThenIheard3gunshots,whenIturnedaround.

Qhumawasholdingagunandstillpointedatthis

Qaphelaguy..

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

[AMONTHLATER]

Todaywaspayday,Iwasexcited.I'veworkedhard

thewholemonth,madeherreasonablemoney.It

wasagoodmonthallinall..

Igottowork,andatextcamethrough.Bank

notification,Iexpected9kbutgot4k.Itwas

disappointing,Icalledher..

Pelo:Futhi

Me:Irecievedmypaymentjustnow,butit's5kshort

Pelo:IknowandI'm sorry

Me:Youcan'tbesorrybecauseImadeyou15kthis



month

Pelo:Iunderstandyourfrustrationrightnowand

you'llgetthe5kbeforethismonthend.Rentthat

sideit'sexpensive,Ihadtobuyanewscalingset

andthematerialweuseit'salsoexpensive

Me:Idon'tneedexcuses,IdidtheworkandI'm

supposedtogetpaid

Pelo:Pleasejustgivemeafewweeks,I'llpayyou

the5k

Thisisjustfrustrating,thisiswhyI'llcontinue

stealinghermoney..

VUKANI

Inolongerworkatthebottlestore,afterwhatwas

madeclearandknowntome.IconfrontedBone,he

deniedalltheaccusations.Idon'tknowwhyhe

denied,becausethisQaphelaguywouldn'tjust

randomlylieonhim..



Ibelievethatworkingforhim willputmemorein

deepwaters,he'llbeouttoalwaysgetme.He's

sneakyandIam ata100thathemight'vesetmeup

onthatfirstheist..

Onalighternote,IdecidedtoworkforQhumaor

withQhuma.Goingbacktothelifethatwindedmein

jailisnotmycupoftea,butIam fullyresponsiblefor

MpilonowsoIneedtogetmyown..

Tsongaalsojumpedtrains,it'sMe,Qhuma,and

Tsongainthis.Tomorrowwehaveaheisttodo.

We'veplanneditperfectlytothecoreandithasto

gowellifweallsticktothescript...

Tsonga:Areyoureadyfortomorrow?

Me:No..Onedoesn'tgetreadyforsuchthings

Tsonga:It'saperfectplan,notourfirsttimedoinga

heistso..



Me:DoyoutrustQhuma?

Tsonga:Heseemslikeagoodguy,sowe'llsee

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:IhavetogopickupIrenefrom physioso,

ngizok'bonaJampas

IRENE

Iam settoget200kfrom theroadaccidentfund,I've

beenworkinghardtogetoutofthewheelchairsince

myaccident.Ididgetoutofthewheelchair,Iusea

crutchnow.Thephysiotherapyishelpingalot..

Therapist:Youmakinggoodprogress

Me:Ihavenochoice,Iwannabewalkingonmyown

soon

Therapist:Andyouwill



Ilimpedandwenttositonthechair..

ThingsbetweenVukaniandI,arealwaysonandoff.

Wearetryingtomakeitwork,buthestillhasa

temperproblem thathereallyneedstoworkon..I

lookedatthetime,hewassupposedtobeherea

fewminutesagotocomeandpickmeup.Heeven

quithisjobatthebottlestore,toldmethathehas

thingsundercontrolso..We'llsee..

THULILE(BONE'SWIFE)

Newsinplaceslikethis,theytravelreallyquickly.I

heardthatBoneactuallyhadawife.Paidlobola,and

hewasplayinghappyfamilywiththiswomanand

herSon.Iam thejokeofthisplace,peoplelaughing

behindmybackandIdidn'tevenknowwhy..

Ithurts,becauseI'vebeenfaithfultothismaneven

whenwe'velivedhoursawayfrom eachotherandI



hadthechancetodohim dirty,Ididn't.Istayed

faithful..

Bone:Iknowthatthisish-

Me:Notonlydidyoucheatbutyoupaidlobolafor

her,livedinthishousewithher!Thendraggedmeto

thisplacetohumiliatemeevenmore!

Bone:Itwascruelofmetohavedonethat,Idon't

haveanexcuseandIwantustogetthroughthis.I'll

doanythingtofixthis,anything!

Ilookedathim..

Me:Anything?

Bone:Anything

Me:Iwantustogobackhome,leavethisplaceand

gobacktokzn

Bone:Ican'tjustleaveeverything



Me:Youanartist,youcanliveanywhere.Ifwedon't

leave,thenyounotseriousaboutus.Workingonus!

IRENE

Hefinallypulledup..

Vukani:Readytogo?

Me:Yes

Hegotmycrutchandgaveittome...

Me:Thankyou

Hetookmybag,IsaidmyGoodbyesandthenwe

walkedout...

Vukani:Howdiditgotoday?

Me:Itwentwell

Heheldmyotherhand..

Me:Youdon'thavetoo,Ineedtobalance



Vukani:Okay..Wasjusttryingtohelpyou

Heopenedthedoorforme,Igotin..

Hegotinonhisotherside..

Vukani:Iwantedtodiscusssomethingwithyou

Me:Yes?

Vukani:Iwanttopaylobolaforyou,sometimethis

month

Me:Youdo?

Vukani:We'vespokenaboutitbeforeremember?

Me:Ido,justdidn'tthinkit'llbesosoon

Vukani:Havingsecondthoughts?

Me:No..Ijustthoughtyouneededsometimetoget

themoney

Vukani:Ihavethemoney



Ihadallkindsofquestionsdeepwithinmyself.

Wheredidhegetthemoneyfrom?IknowifIstart

askingquestions,it'llcreateafight..

Me:Ijustwantyoutobesureaboutthis

Vukani:I'm sureaboutthis,IloveyousomuchandI

wanttodothis.Youdeservesomuchmorethanthe

"girlfriend"title

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:Okaylet'sdothis

Vukani:Wedoingthis?

Me:Wedoingthis

Hesqueezedmycheeksandkissedme...

FUTHI



Ihadabudgetplanforthismonthalreadydone.

Nowthiswomannotpayingmeallmymoney,is

settingme5stepsback..

Thismonthit's5kshort,thenextmonthIdon'tgeta

payatall..

Mpilowasbackatschool,Vukanihasalreadypaid

schoolfeesforthismonth.Healsosent2kforfood

andothernecessitiesforMpilo.He'sprovingtobea

Father,agoodone.Imisjudgedhim,didn'thave

muchfaithbuthe'sreallyprovingtobeagood

Father..

QHUMA

Security:Alltheuniform you'llneedfortomorrow.

Andthecase



Ilookedatthem.

Security:3k

Itookouttheenvelopeandgaveittohim.

Me:Youwillgetitbacktomorrowlateaftertheheist

withtheoutstandingamount,the6k

Security:YesSir

Vukanibeingonmyteam issomethingthatI've

alwayswanted.Iam happyhemadeadecisionthat

willbenefithim good.Iam thrilledthathetookthe

baitabouttheBonescandal,weofftoagoodstart..

Tomorrowit'sthe1st,theyarecashingoutSASSA

money.Somepeople,especiallyoldpeoplecollectit

from thepostoffice.Sowearegoingtorobthepost

officeintown,andtakethecashbeforeanyone

receivesit..



Wedon'tknowhowmuchitis,butweknowthatit

willbedeliveredinthemorningat8am.

.

Tobecontinued
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QHUMA

Oneofmyboys,Boyzinicametotalktome.

Hetoldmethatthegrantpaymentdatesarenot

startingfrom the1st,butthe6thupuntilthe8th.So

nowwehavetoreschedulethesituationandgoon

the6th..Isenttheboystexts.Iam sogladthatI

foundtheweakestlink,whichwasTsonga.Ifit

wasn'tforhim,Iwouldn'thavegottenVukaniinmy

team..

IfIdidn'tfindoutwhowasbehindtheheist,I

wouldn'thavehadanyonetoblackmail..

IRENE



IwasbackathomeandIdiscussedtheLobolathing

withmyGrandmother.Iwasnervousthatmaybeshe

wasgoingtohaveadifferentreactiontoit,butshe

didn't.Shewasproud..

Grandma:Ithinkweshouldinvitethem overfor

dinnertonight,gettoknowthem more

Me:Isn'titabitofshortnoticethough?

Grandma:Iftheycan'tmakeittonight,thenwecan

reschedulefortomorrowtoo

Me:I'lltextVukaniandlethim know

Grandma:I'llstartcookingforincasetheyshowup

VUKANI

IwasfetchingMpilofrom schoolwhenIreceiveda

textfrom Irene.HerGrandmotherwasinvitingmy

familyfordinnertonight.ItextedmyMother..



MyrelationshipwithMpilorightnowisverygood.He

hasjuststartedcallingme"Dad"andI'm lovingit.He

isbehavingatschoolandI'm proudofhim..

Me:HeyChamp..Howwasschool?

Itookhisbackpack..

Mpilo:Itwasgood

Me:That'sgood

Hegotintothecar..

Me:ShouldwegotoMcDonald's?

Mpilo:Yesplease!

Me:Okaylet'sgo

FUTHI

Ican'tbelieveDrPeloscammedmelikethis,thisis

unacceptable..



IdecidedtoknockoffearlybecauseIwasupset,

veryupset..

Ipassedbythemallandboughtafewgroceriesto

shutmyMotherup,it'spaydayshe'sgoingtobe

screaminginmyears..

Afterbuyinggroceries,Idrovehome..

MyMotherwasn'timpressedwiththegroceries,not

evenathankyou..

Ma:Nowthatyouhavegottenpaidandeverything,I

wasexpectingthatyou'dbeprobablybelookingfor

aplacetostay

Me:Ihaven'tgottenpaidallmymoney



Ma:KubikebecauseIwantyouout

Me:Why?

Ma:youhavedisrespectedmeinthemost

unspeakablemanner

Me:Idon'tunderstandMa

Ma:Youtookyourchildtobebabysatbyafamily

thatwasnevertherefrom thebeginning

Me:MayouabusingmySon,whatshouldIhave

done?

Ma:IdisciplineduMpilo,Ididn'tabusehim!Iusedto

disciplineyoutoointhatsamemannerandyougrew

upwellsonowI'm thewitch?Thenifsowhatare

youstilldoinglivinginmyhouse?Iwantyouout!

Moveout!Bytheendofthisweek,Iwantyouout

Shewasbeingdramaticfornoreasonatall..

THULILE



BonewalkedinasIwaspreparinglunch..

Luthandohasn'tgonetoschoolyet,wehaven't

foundaschoolforher.I'm happywedidn't,because

Idon'twannastayhere.Notafterwhathappened..

Hestoodnexttome..

Bone:I'm goingtosellmybottlestoreandshut

downmyotherbusinessandthenwecanmove

backhome

Me:That'sallIwantedtohear..

Bone:I'm trulysorryaboutwhatI'veputyouthrough,

itwasn'tmyintentiontohurtyou

Me:Idon'twannahearit,Idon'twannahearnothing.

Ijustwantustogobackhomethat'sall!!

VUKANI



Mymothercalledme..

Ma:Irecievedyourtext

Me:Yessowhatdoyousay?

Ma:Ithinkthatwouldbegreat,I'dliketomeether

family

Me:MoreespeciallybecauseIwanttopaylobola

thismonth

Ma:Serious?

Me:Serious

Ma:IreneisasweetgirlandIloveher

Me:I'm gladyouareallforit

Ma:Iam

Me:MpiloandIwehavinglunch,we'llbethereina

shortwhile

Ma:Okaybringmesomething

Me:Okay



FUTHI

WithhowunstablemyjobisatDrPelo'splace.Ifeel

likethey'llbeatimeIwon'tbeabletopayforrent

becauseshekeepsondelaying...

Vukanihastocomethroughagainbecausemy

Motherisseriousaboutthis..

IthinkMpiloandI,we'llhavetolivewithhim fora

whileuntilIsortmyselfout.Sortoutmyfinances,I'll

talktohim lateronwhenIgofetchMpilo...

IRENE

Vukani'sMom calledme,lettingmeknowthatthey

acceptthedinnerinvitation..



NowmyGrandmotherstartedbeingseriousabout

preparingdinner..

IreallythinkthatVukaniandIwewillworkthistime

around.Imeanhe'sreadytopaylobola,that'sbig.

Thatmeanshe'sseriousaboutus.I'm notquite

impressedwithhischoicesofmakingalivingbuthe

wouldn'tputusindanger.ThatIknowforsho..

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

IwenttofetchMpilo,andhadtotalktoVukani

privately.Hewasalldresseduplookingneatwithhis

welltrimmedhaircutandwhatnot.Likehewas

goingsomewherereallyimportant..

Vukani:What'swrong?

Me:MyMom iskickingMpiloandIout

Vukani:Why?

Me:She'snothappywiththefactthatMpilois

stayingherewhenI'm atwork

Vukani:Ifshewasn'tanabuserthennoneofthis

would'vehappened

Me:SoMpiloandIwegoingtoneedaplacetostay

sincemyjobisnotpromising,Ididn'tgetpaidallmy

moneysoIwasaskingifwecouldmoveinwithyou



Vukani:Thatwon'thappen,thatwillneverhappen

Me:IfyouareworriedaboutIrene,sheknowswe

haveababytogether.Wouldshewantyourbabyto

behomeless?

Vukani:It'snotonlythat..Imean,I'm planningon

payingLobolaforIrenethismonth

Thiscameasashocktohim,lobolaisahugestep.

What'stherush?They'veonlyknowneachotherfor

ashortperiodoftime.

Me:Wgsrstherush?YouandIrenehavejustknown

eachotherlobolaisahugestep

Vukani:IloveIreneandIam doingthis

Me:What'stherush?



Vukani:I'llhelpyououtwithrent,searchforaplace

tostay.I'llhelpyououtuntilyoucanstandonyour

twofeet.I'llgetMpiloforyou

BONE

Qhumasatdown..

Me:Thankyouformeetingupwithme

Qhuma:It'sokay

Me:Soyouinterestedinbuyingmybottlestore?

Qhuma:Yes..Howmuchareyousellingitfor?

Me:Withthestock,Iam sellingitfora100k.Rentis

affordable

Qhuma:Itisaffordable..It'ssadtoknowthatyouare

sellingthisplaceImean,abottlestoreisagood

business

Me:I'm relocating,goingbacktoKznsoyeah



Qhuma:Wellamanhastodowhatamanhastodo

atonepoint

Me:That'strue

Qhuma:I'llmakethepaymentsometimethisweek

and

Me:Justgivemeextra2moreweekstosortsome

ofmythingsoutandthenthebottlestoreisyours

Qhuma:Ngenala(Putitinahandshake)

Weexchangedahandshake

FUTHI

ItdidhurtthatVukaniisconsideringpayingLobola

forIrene.IthurtsthatImessedupsobad,andeven

thoughIwasthinkingthatIwasdoingthebestfor

myselfandmySon,Iendedupbeingtheonetaking

theLattheendoftheday.BothMenseem tobe

happywiththewomenintheirlives.I'm justhere

ridingsolowithmylifefallingapart..



Ithurtsdeeply,ithurtssobad..

Me:Ma

Shedidn'tevenlookatme..

Me:MpiloandIwewillbemovingoutsometimethis

week

Ma:Okay

MyownMotherevenhatesme,soit'salot..

IRENE

Iopenedthedoor.ItwasZuxie,ThandoandVukani..

Me:WelcomeGuys



Theymadetheirwayin..

Weexchangedhugs..

Me:Thankyouforcomingespeciallyinsuchshort

notice

Thando:Anythingforfreefood

Me:Youlooklikeyoureadytopop

Thando:Anytimefrom now,eventomorrow

Me:That'sgood..Pleasethisway

Wewalkedtothelivingroom,myGrandmotherwas

finishingupsettingthetable.Iintroducedthem to

her,IwasnervousbutmyGrandmotherwashappy

toseethem.



Weallsatdown..

Grandma:It'sgoodtofinallymeetthefamily

Zuxie:It'sgoodtomeetyoutoo,Irenespeaksso

highlyofyou

Grandma:That'sgoodtohear

Thiswasgoingtogowell,I'm happy..

Grandma:SoIrenespokeaboutLobola,Ineedto

hearitfrom youtoconfirm it

Vukani:Yes..Ihaveaskedforherhandinmarriage

Grandma:Howsoon?

Vukani:Iwashopingsometimethismonth

Grandma:Thenyouwillletmeknowaboutthedate

andeverything

Zuxie:Areyougoingtobelivingwithus?



Vukani:Actuallyno..Asmuchasyouguysgetalong

verywellbut..It'llbegoodkeepeachotheraway

Grandma:That'sagoodpointtokeepthepeace

QHUMA

Tsonga:I'm abouttoclosedown

Me:I'm almostdone

Tsonga:Ifeelbadabouteverythingthathas

happened,whatifVukanifindsout?

Me:Vukaniwillneverfindoutunlessyouopenyour

mouth

Tsonga:SoBoneissellingthebottlestoreand

movingaway?

Me:Itseemsthatway..I'm happyhe'sgoing,they'll

benodistractions

Tsonga:Forhowlongareyougoingtohavemeand

Vukanidothisfor?



Qhuma:Thereisnoturningbackanymore,youand

Vukaniareinitforalongrun.There'snowayout,we

areabouttomakehistoryandalotofmoney.Death

istheonlywayoutandifyoumessmeup,your

familiesaregoingtopaywiththeirlives!

IRENE

Thedinnerwasgoingwell,everyonewasgetting

alongverywellanditwasbeautifultowitnessthis

moment.Weareabouttobemarriedsoon,it'svery

vitalthatbothfamiliesgetalongverywell...

Zuxie:Siyabongaukudlabekumnandi(Thankyoufor

invitingus)

Grandma:Kubongamina(Iam thegratefulone)

Zuxie:Maybesometimenextweek,wewillinviteyou



inourhousefordinner

Grandma:Thatwouldbenice

Iraisedmyglassthathasjuice..

Me:Cheerstonewbeginnings,betteronesandto

becomingaunitedfrontfrom hereon

Everyone:Cheers

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

AFEW DAYSLATER

Thewholeplanhadtochange,moreliketheinitial

planhadtochangeaftermyvisittothepostoffice

randomlywaybeforetheSASSAmoneywasgoing

tobeissued.Aplancameintomymind,onethat

won'tincludeanycasualties.WhatIpickeduponis

thatthepostofficehastwosecurityguardswho

standbythedoor.Themainentrance..

Isawfrom theiruniform thattheyworkfora

companycalledP.O.I[PROTECTIONONEINC],they

wearallgreen.WhatIknowwithsuchthings

especiallywhenthegovernmentisinvolved,

everythingistrash.Theydon'tevencarrygunsthey

justcarryPolicebatonsticks.Theyseem sluggish,



justtheretogetpaid.Anideastruckme,wecango

inasthesecurityguardsfrom "POI",it'llbeawhole

loteasierbutwehavetobequickonourfeet.

I'vealsolearnedthatforsafetyreasons,moneywill

bedeliveredeverymorningduringthosedayswhere

peoplehavetocomeandcollect.Theywon'tbe

deliveringthemoneyallatonceinoneday.Itwasa

lotofworkforQhumabecausehehadtofakethe

uniform forus,andgetabakkiethatwillbe

imprintedwiththesloganofthesecuritycompany.

Ithoughtwewouldhavetoreschedulebuthepulled

itoff,andwewasn'tgoingtodotheoneintown

anymore.Tooriskysowesettledforanotherhood,

thatwasa30mindrivefrom ours..

Ididn'tthinkQhumawasgoingtopullitoff,buthe

did.Thoughwehadtogoonthelastday,onthe8th..

Thismorningwastheday..



FUTHI

Vukanigotusaplace.Iwasn'tallforrentinga

backroom,sowesettledforthesebachelorflatsjust

outofthehood.Theywereinthemiddleoftownand

thehood,totallyawayfrom everythingbutthemain

road..

Theplaceissecludedthat'swhatIlovethemost,

andit's20flatsallintotal.Theownerthoughtof

somethingbeautiful,somethingfinancially

benefiting..

Rentis2.5kamonth,Vukanipaidfor2monthsin

advance.Whowould'vethought,myuselessex

boyfriendwouldbeusefuloneday?Heevenbought

usfurniturebutonlytheimportantthings.Iam

startingtoseehim inadifferentpicture,andforhim

topullthisoffitmeanshehasgonebacktodoing



shadythings.Idon'tminddatingathug,solonghe

makesareasonableamount,takescareofmeand

isloving.ThatoldflamecamebackquickerthanI

couldsnapmyfingers..

Iam stillworkingforDrPelo,shedidpaymeoffmy

5k.WitheverythingthatVukanihasdone,Idecided

tolaybuyaTVthatwaswhat'smissing.Nextmonth

I'llbefinishingitoffwhenIgetpaid.Ineededitfor

Mpilotoplayhisgamestooandwhatnotsohe

doesn'tgetboredsincehedoesn'thavefriends

aroundhere..

Me:Mpilowakeup,thewateriswarm enough

Hegotoutofbedprotesting..

Iam happythathe'shappytoo.Idon'tcareaboutmy

Mom anymoreandherhate,I'm justgoingtolether

be.Ifshedoesn'twannabeapartofusthenIwon't



forcehertoo..

IwenttothedrawerandtookoutsomethingthatI

havebought.Rather,thatafriendtoldmetoget.She

toldmethatshegetisiwasho(lovecleansingbath

salt)becauseherBabyDaddywasgivingher

problems,busywithotherwomen.Eversinceshe's

startedusingithecameback,heevenpaidlobola

andtheyhavingtheir3rdchild.SoIgotittobring

backmyVukani...Ihopeitworks,Iwantmyman

backandI'm notgoingtobedefeatedbythatyellow

bone!

IRENE

Ididn'tknow,thatmuchgoesintogettingyourroad

accidentfundpayout.InmycaseIwon'tbe

permanentlydisabled,it'lltakeawhilebeforemyleg

cangainit'sfullmomentum,buttheprogressis

better.I'm forcingthrough,Ididn'twannabestuckin

awheelchairnorusecrutchesfortherestofmylife.



Iam stillusingonecrutchandIcan'twaittostart

walkingonmyownagain..

Igotacourtorderbecausethesettlementhasbeen

reached.Iwasgetting230kbutI'llbegettingit

sometimenextyear,it'sokaysolongI'llgetitI'm

good..

ThingsbetweenVukaniandI,werebetter.Heis

provingthathe'sreadytobeahusbandindeed.Iam

stillunsureaboutwhathedoesbutIdohopeit'snot

somethingillegal.IheardDrBonehasgonebackto

Kznandsoldthebottlestore.SoVukaniandQhuma

arepartnersinthebottlestore..

Hiswifeisverylovely,methertwicealreadyover

dinnermeetupsandwehavestartedbeengood

friends.I'm anintrovert,don'thavefriendsaround

heresameasher.Soweclickedfrom there..



Sexwithmyleginjuredismoredifficultthan

anythingbutwearetryingtomakeitwork..

IspendmoretimeatVukani'splacenowthanIdoat

myhouse,Iam happythat'sallIcansay..

Iwassittingontopoftheminiclothingstorageshelf,

it'sbetterwhenmylegsarestraightdowndangling

thanothersexpositions.I'm stillveryfaithfultothe

pill..

Morninggloryisalwaysthebest,thoughwhatwas

differentthismorningaboutitwasthatweweren't

makinglove,Iwasgettingfuckedreallyhard..He

squeezedonmythighshardasheshotthroughhis

cum deepinsideofme,somuchIfeltabitofpainin

myinjuredlegbuthewasinavulnerablestatefor

metoactuallycrypainrightnow..

QHUMA



Thiswasabigdayforus,themomentoftruth.In

just3hourswewillbepullingaheist.Iwasnervous

butIdotrustinVukani'splan,thisbastardiswaytoo

smartforhisowngood.Hepulledthebestplan,one

thatIneverthoughtofinjustashortperiodoftime.

WhenVukanijoinedmycrew,Igavehim 50k,to

welcomehim tothefamily.Notonlythat,butIhave

madehim apartnerinthebottlestorebusinessthat

Iboughtfrom Bone..I'm buyinghim becauseIreally

needhim,he'sthebestandhe'sverysmart.He

changedthewholeplaninamatterofdaysofus

havingtopullofftheheist..

Iwearwhatwecall"Amabhande"beltsgoingover

from myshouldersjoiningundermyarmpits.They

makemestrong,powerful,andfearless.Ialsohave

iziphandla3ofthem,looselytranslatedtotraditional

braceletsmadefrom agoatskin.Now,mostpeople

havethem afteranancestralceremonybutinmy

caseIhavethem becauseI'vekilled3people.So,I

hadtoperform certainritualssothatthepeopleI've



killeddon'thauntme..

I'llhavetohelpVukaniukuthiaqiniswe(Hehastobe

strongandpowerful)sothathecansurviveinthis

business.Weinaverydangerousbusinessso..

IRENE

Vukanihadextendedhisroom alittleandincludeda

bathroom.Thebathroom hadashower,bathtuband

basin.Alsoalounge.Iknowhewantedustomove

out,butIdon'twannabeawayfrom my

Grandmother.HisfamilyisverylovelyandIdon't

thinkweshouldmoveaway..

Iwassittingontheedgeofthebathtubwaitingfor

hiswatertofillup.Ikeptoncheckingthewater

temperaturetomakesureitwasn'ttoohot..



Hecamethrough..

Vukani:Howarewedoinghere?

Me:Almost

Hewalkeduptomewithhisblackdickjustdangling

around,Iwasalsostillnaked..

Hepickedmeup..

Me:Stopit!Mylegisstillhurting(Laughing)

Vukani:uGrand(Youalright)

Hehadhishandsbalancingundermyphatass,I

wrappedmyarmsaroundhisneckandwestarted

kissing.Hewentontokissmyneckandcameback

tokissmylipsagain.

Vukani:Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo



FUTHI

Afterbathing,withmybodystillwet.Iloweredmy

towelalittlebutnottorevealmynipplesandItooka

picture,stillwetasIam.

VukaniandIwefriendsonFacebook,senthim a

requestnotsolongago.Sothisismysaying"Don't

forgetwhatyoumissingouton"withthispicture

thatIhaveuploadedonFacebook..

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Endashowedupatmyworkplace,didn'texpecther

toobutI'm notcomplaining..

I'vetoldherwhereIwork,shetextedmewhenshe

wasatthegate.She'sluckythatIhadmyphonein

myhands..

Iwaitedatthedoorasshewalkeduptome.

Me:Heyyou

Enda:Hi..I'm sorryifI'm disturbing

Me:Notatall

Enda:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?



Wesharedahug..

Enda:Letmenotkeepyoulong,Iwasintown

decidedtostopby

Me:Noit'sokaylet'sgooutgetsomething,I'lltakeit

asmyteabreak

Enda:Okaythat'sbetter

Me:I'llgogetmybag

Enda:Okaygirl

VUKANI

BothVanstookadifferentturn,thefearwehad

seized.Qhumawalkedoutwiththecase.

Tsonga:It'sabouttime!

Hewalkedtothevan..

Me:Whatthehellhappenedtoyou?

Hisuniform hadbloodstains.



Qhuma:Welosingtime,let'sgo

TsongaandBoyzinwenttotheircar,wegotintoour

vanandIstarteddriving..

Asweweredriving,memoriesofmyfirstheistcame

back.IgotaminipanicattackthatIpulledover..

Qhuma:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Canyoudrive?

Qhuma:Yeah..Sure

Weswitchedandhestarteddriving..

Me:hadeJoe,justthat..Memoriesofthefirstheist

cameback

Qhuma:Iunderstand

Wehaveacarparkedsomewhereinasecluded

place,allthatweneedtodoistohaveaperfect

gateway..



IRENE

IwasverycurioustoknowwhatQhumadoes,more

especiallysincehe'sworkingwithVukani.SoIasked

Irene,hopeshewon'tbeoffended..

Enda:Wellhehastaxis,andthebottlestore

Me:Vukaniseemstohavereasonablemoneyfor

someonewhoisintoabottlestorebusiness

Enda:Vukaniisnotworkingforhim,butthey

partnersandthebottlestoreseemstobedoingwell.

SolongQhumabringsmoneyhomeIaskno

questions

Me:IknowbutIdon'twanthim inashadybusiness,

Idon'twantmyhusbandandpossiblythefatherof

mychildrengoingtojailonedayandIhaveto

explaintothekidswhat'shappening.Him getting

arrestedaffectedhisrelationshipwithhisSon



Enda:Qhumahasneverbeenarrestedbefore,

VukanilovesyouandIdon'tthinkhewouldputyour

lifeindangerorhisSon'slifeindangerIdon'tthink

he'sthatstupid

Me:Ihopeso

Enda:Justenjoyyourrelationshipandforgetabout

otherthings,otherthingsleadtoissuesina

relationship.Youcreatingatoxicatmosphereby

yourfear.Learntotrusthim,givehim thebenefitof

thedoubthe'sreallytrying

Me:That'strue

VUKANI

Wedroveouttothecar,nothingfancy.Justanold

whitecitigolf.Hadachangeofclothes,andabag

forthemoney.Wechanged,transferedthemoney

andburntthevantogetherwithouruniform.Weput

ourgunsinthebagwherethemoneywasthere..



Nowweneedtosafelygetintothebottlestoreand

meetupwiththeotherguysandsharethemoney..

IhopethatI'm dealingwithsmartpeople,thehitis

stillon.Weshouldn'toverspendnorbreathawordin

there..

Me:Sowhathappenedinthere?Iheard3shots

Qhuma:Ihadtokilltheguy

Me:Ithoughttherewasn'tgoingtobeanycasualties

Qhuma:HewasfightingbackIhadtodefendmyself

thebestwayIknowhow

Me:Peopleknowourfaces

Qhuma:Wehadcapson,auniform theydidn'tgeta

precisedescriptionofus.Plus,howmanypeoplehit

thefidelitytrucks?Howmanycaseswerefollowed?

Wejustneedtogetridofmygunsothatnothingis

traceablebacktous



Me:Youhavetoo

Qhuma:Thisisnotmyfirstheist,youhavetotrust

me

Me:Shothing

FUTHI

Thespecialwasendingthismonth.Itwasstillabit

busy,Iwonderhowit'sgoingtogetwhenthespecial

isover..

Ihad3patients,theirgoldscameout.2were

understandingbutonewasnothavingit..

Him:Entlekumuntuuyanyelwala(Thisisbullshit)

Me:Iknowthatyouareupsetb-

Him:Ungang'tsheliamasimba,ngigafeinyukuebaie

fordiedaang!SoUngang'tsheliamasimba!!(Don't



tellmeshit,Ipaidalotofmoneyforthis,don'ttell

meshit)

Iwasstartingtogetscaredbecausehewasmad,

busypointingatme.Helookedunsavory,youcould

tellherunsthehood..

Sbo:Okaybhutisorry,wewillrefundyoubackyour

money

Him:YaangconouGafeonce,nithathelamasimba

wenu!(Yaarefundmebackmymoneyandkeepyour

shitthings)

VUKANI

Wegottothebottlestore,wenttothesecretroom

andsharedthemoney.Tookawhilebecausewehad

tocounttheamountfirst.



Weeachgotawaywith70k,it'snotbadIjusthaveto

keep30kforthelobolanegotiations.Iam notpaying

morethanthat,Ireneisagoodwomanbutthisisnot

amoneymakingscheme,wetryingtounitetwo

familiesandalsomyshowingrespecttoherfamily.I

am notmarryingavirginafterall..

Qhuma:Soboys,IzinjaZehlathi.We'vepulledthisoff.

I'm sorryonmypartaboutthedelaybutthiswasour

firstheisttogethereversincewe'vestartedthecrew

andI'm proudofus.Itdidn'tgogood,butitcould've

beenworse.Weeachgotawaywith70k,it'senough

tolastatleast3monthsbeforeoursecondheist.

Nexttimewewillbemoreprepared.Don'toverspend,

don'tdothingsthatwillputusonthespot,ifyouget

caughtyouarealone.Mina,inthemeantimeI'm

goingtosniffintheSAPS,themostcorrupt

departmentandseewhowecanhaveonourpayroll.

Nooneisgoingtojail,notifIcanhelpit!Sointhe

spiritofcelebration.Ourown,Vukaniispaying

lobolathismonth.Sincehecameupwiththeplan

too,weshouldput5keachtocontributetowardsthe



negotiations

Tsonga:Iagree

Boyzini:I'm in

Thiswaslovely..

Me:ThankyoutoeverythingthatQhumahassaid

andthe5kcontributions,thankyou.Inadditionof

whathehassaid,Iwanteveryonetoknowthatthis

isthefirstheistI'veeverhadfreedom enoughto

enjoythemoneyafterwards

Wealllaughed..

Me:Ijustwanteveryonetoknowthatwearenot

onlypartnersincrime,butwearebrothersnow.

IzinjaZehlathi,undergroundDogs



Boyzini:ToIzinjaZehlathi

Us:ToIzinjaZehlathi

Qhuma:Sonowwegobacktoournormallives,we

can'tcelebratenowunfortunatelymaybethis

weekend.Vukaniyou'llgobacktocominghere

everydayandoverseeingthings,TsongayourEatery

andBoyzinibeingmytaxidriver

Everyoneseemedtobeunderstanding..

Myphonerang,itwasFuthi..

Me:Excusemeguys

Iwalkedout..



Me:Hey

Shewascrying..

Me:What'swrong?

Futhi:Someguycameatworkandharassedme

Me:What?

Futhi:Helostitcompletely

Me:Don'tyouguyshavesecuritythere?

Futhi:It'sasafeneighborhoodhejusttook

advantagebecauseit'swomenonly

Me:Doyouhavehisaddress?

Futhi:Yes..Ihaveitonhisfile

Me:Okay..I'llcomedownthere

Iwalkedbackin..

Qhuma:Hereisyour15ksithimayyourmarriagebe

asuccess



Me:Ta..Tabafwethu(Thankyou)

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

IdrovetoFuthi'sworkplacebecauseshewas

dramaticonthephonewiththewholesituation..

WhenIgotthere,theytoldmewhathappened.Her

andthereceptionist..

Me:Whydoesn'tyourBosshireaguardhere?

Sbo:We'veneverranintosuchbefore,thisisavery

safeneighborhood

Me:Wellitdoesn'tseem safeanymore

Futhi:WewilltalktoPelowhenshecomesbutfor

now,Idon'tthinkwesafe.Whatifhecomesback

withhisfriends?

Me:Fine,givemehisaddress

Futhi:Don'thurthim



Me:I'm justgoingtotalktohim,MantoManthat's

all

IRENE

Iknockedoffandwenthome,Inolongerworklong

hours.Inowdo08:00am-14:00,insteadofknocking

offat16:00.Mypayhasbeencuttoo.From 8kto6k.

It'sokay,it'snotthatbad.Iam injuredanywaycan't

copeinastressfulenvironment..

Grams:HowdoyoufeelabouttheLobola?

Me:Ifeelexcitedandnervous,Ijustwanteverything

togowe

well

Grams:Iam sayingheshouldbecharged40k

Me:It'sreasonable,there'slifeafterlobola



Grams:Hisfamilyseemsnice,especiallyhisMother.

Ilikeher

Me:HehasalovelyfamilyexceptforhisFatherhe's

stillstrugglingthrough

Grams:AwwBantu

Me:HowdoyoufeelthatI'llbegone?

Grams:Youold,can'tliveinmyhouseforever

Ilaughed..

Me:KodwaGogo

QHUMA



IgothomeandmyWifewaspreparingdinner.Since

I'vekilledthatguard,I'm notsupposedtosleepwith

heruntilI'vedonethenecessarycleansing.

TomorrowIhavetodrivedowntothemanthathelps

me,tomorrowmorningbeforethesuncomesup.

Idon'thavetoworryaboutagoat,hehasgoatsI'll

justbuyonefrom him..

Me:Howwasyourday?

Enda:Mydaywaslovely,wenttoseeIrene

Me:Howdidthatgo?

Enda:She'sworriedaboutVukanithathemightbe

doingthingsthathe'snotsupposedtobedoing

Shepickedupherglassofwine...

Enda:Wannatellmesomething?

Me:Yes..MyDaughteriscomingtovisitforafew

days

Enda:Who?Abongile?



Me:YesAbo,she'scomingtomorrow

Enda:Forhowlonghaveyouknownthatshe's

comingtovisit?

AbongileismyolderDaughter.SameageasEnda,

shewantstoseethenewplace..

Me:I'veknownforawhilenow

Enda:Andyouonlytellingmenow?

Me:KahlengedramaEnda(Stopwiththedrama)

Enda:MaybeIshouldgovisitmyfamilythenI'll

comebackwhenshe'sgone

Me:Youoverracting

Enda:Am I?She'sgoingtobebusytellingmehow

muchI'm spendingyourmoney

Me:That'swhyyoutwoneedtosortwhateverdrama

youguyshavewitheachother,it'sbeenawhilenow

Enda:Maybesheshouldchangeherattitude



towardsme

Me:I'm goingtotakeashower!

VUKANI

Idroveouttothehood,ledbytheaddress.Helives

inSoweto..

Iwenttohishouse,foundhisMother.Iintroduced

myselfasanoldfriend,shetoldmewhereIcould

findhim atsomecorner.Afriendofhissellssweets

andcigarettes.

Idroveoutthereandindeedfoundagroupofguys

chilledthere..

Byalookofthings,Icouldtellthisguyisathug

wannabeuyazithusela..



Me:Magenge

Theylookedatme....

Me:NgicelaukuringanoPaseka(MayIpleasehave

awordwithPaseka)

Voice:Wenauwubani?(Whoareyou)

Me:Irhuzuofunaukuringanalo(Athugyouwanna

talktoo)

Hisfriendsmadeslycomments,hegotupfrom the

bucketandwewalkedtomycar.Weleanedagainst

it..

Me:NgizwabathibowuphithizelaeSurgeryyakwenye



indawo(Iheardyoucausedsomedramaatsome

surgery)

Paseka:ManjewenauhlanganaphineNdaba?(What

doesthathavetodowithyou)

Me:IyahlangananamiumauhluphauMawengane

yam'(Itconcernsmeifyouwereharassingthe

motherofmychild)

Paseka:Manjeung'letheleimpatha(Soshebrought

youtome)

Igrabbedhisarm andturnedhim around,Ipinned

hishandagainsthisbackandthrewhim againstmy

car.Hisfriendsgotup,Itookoutmygun...

Me:Siyangabaza?(Arewesayingsomething)

Theyshooktheirheads..



Voices:NexSkhulu

Iturnedtothefriendandplacedmygunonhis

head....

Me:Ngicabangaukuthiung'zwilemoss(IthinkI've

mademyselfclear)

Paseka:NoshoSkhulu

Iloweredthegunandturnedhim around,Iplaced

mygunonhiscrotch.Isawthefearrisinginhim..

Me:Mangabeliyaqinaisendemfana,ubhekeukuthi

udelelabaniang'jwayelwaminaabafanaabachama

bengakayifakiuyezwa?(Ifyouthinkyoutough,be

carefulwhoyoucross.Iam nottheonetobe

messedaroundwith,especiallybyasmallboythat

ejaculatesbeforeputtingitin)



Henoddedrepeatedly..

Me:Ngizok'yenzeujaiveuncunu,ngik'yenzele

iBiskopkubenamaspecsabantubadleama

popcornmanje!(Iwillmakeyoudancenaked,turn

youintoanentertainmentandpeoplewatchyou

whilsteatingpopcorns)

Paseka:NgiyezwaSkhulu..Hadeeyami(Ihearyou..

Sorry)

Itookoffmygunfrom him andhithim onhisfacea

little..

Me:Voetsekng'shayisengomoya(Voetsekgiveme

somespace)

HewalkedbacktohisfriendsandIgotintomycar..



Irene'scallcamethroughasIstarteddriving.

Me:Gogoobovu(Yellowbone)

Irene:Haisuka!!

Me:Haveyouknockedoff?

Irene:Yawasgettingafewthingsathomethen

goingtoyourhouse,whereareyou?

Me:Ng'sajola(I'm havinganaffair)

Irene:Serious?

Me:Kantibowungaziukuthinginez'sharpnami

endaweni(Youdidn'tknowIhaveanothergirlfriend)

Irene:KantikeIndabayamalobolamelengiyibheke

ngamanyeamehlo(Ineedtoreconsiderthislobola

situation)

Me:Ngik'shadangekani,abomalumebakhobazoza



ngeconvoylaphoimaliangekeisaphumangithatha

freeofcharge(I'llpaylobolabyforce,yourUncles

willcomeandbythenI'lltakeyouforfree)

Shelaughed...

Irene:Becarefulwhatyousaythiscallisrecorded

Me:Mangibuyelangconongingeneleintoekhona,

nginibulalanonkekwasaphelalakini(IfIgobackin,I

willgobackinforareason.Iwillkillyouandyour

familyeventheroachesinyourhouse)

Shelaughed..

Me:Ngiseroundini,ngizok'bonajampas(I'm onmy

way)

Irene:Okayke..Seeyouthen

Me:Alright..Ngiyak'ncanywayezwaSkado?(Ilove

you)

Irene:Iloveyoutoo

FUTHI



Whathappenedtodayreallymessedmeup.Ihope

Vukaniwillfixthesituation.Pelohastodo

something,Ican'thaveVukanidoingthis.

Shesaidshewillseeustomorrowmorningto

discussthissituation.She'snotserious,doesn't

seem tocare.Iexpectedhertocomerightaway..

Imade3.5ktoday,decidedtopocket500forthe

traumasheputmethroughtoday.I'llbuymyself

somewineandcomfortfoodforMpiloandI.I

deserveit!

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

FuthistoppedbytofetchMpilo.

IpackedhisXboxandputitinthebag.

Zuxiewaspreparingdinneratthekitchen.

Wehadamomentofawkwardnessbetweenus,no

wordswereshared.Ididn'tknowwhattosaytothis

woman,I'm notherfavoritepersonbecauseher

babydaddydecidedtomoveon..Theawkward

momentseizedwhenVukaniwalkedin..

Vukani:LadiesMantombazana

Wegreetedhim back..



Mpilo:Daddy

Vukani:Hellochamp

Itwassweetwitnessingthemomentbetween

VukaniandMpilo..

Vukani:Howisschoolgoing?

Mpilo:It'sgoinggood

HetookMpilo'sbagfrom me,andhungitaround

Mpilo'sshoulders..

Futhi:IrenebeforeIforget,thankyouforbeingthe

womanthatyouare.AllowingVukanitopayrentfor

us,twomonthsinadvance

IlookedatVukani,heranhishandoverhisbald

head....



Ifakedasmile..

Me:Don'tevenMentionit,Mpiloisourfirstpriority

Futhi:Eitherwaythankyou

Me:Youwelcome

Vukani:HugAuntyIreneandsaygoodbye

Mpilohuggedmythighs....

Mpilo:GoodbyeAuntyIrene

Me:Goodbyebaby

Vukani:I'llwalkyouguysout

Theywalkedout..Ifoundwhatjusthappened

humiliatinganddisrespectful.Idon'tmindVukani



takingcareofhischild,andheshouldbutsuch

situations.Iwishhecouldatleasttellmeabout

them soIdon'tlooklikeafool..Wesupposedtoget

married,honestyshouldbeapriority..

VUKANI

Idon'tknowhowFuthi'smindworks.Iopenedthe

doorforMpiloandstrappedhim.

Me:GuessI'llseeyoutomorrow

Mpilo:Afterschooldon'tforget,notinthemorning

Ichuckled..

Me:MpiloIknowyouattendSchool

Mpilo:Parentsforget

Me:Notthisone

Mpilo:Okay

Me:Givemeakiss



Hekissedme..

Me:I'llseeyoutomorrow,Iloveyou

Mpilo:Iloveyoutoo

IclosedthedoorandturnedtoFuthi..

Me:Whatwasthatallabout?

Futhi:What?

Ilookedather..

Futhi:Ohwshedidn'tknow

Me:NeverspeaktoIreneaboutanything,otherthan

justgreetingher

Futhi:Ohw..IthoughtIwasdoingagoodthingto

thankyou

Me:AghfuckyouFuthi,noteverythingisaboutyou!

Futhi:Yeahgoodnight

ENDA(QHUMA'SWIFE)



Idon'tlikeQhuma'sDaughtershe'sademon.She

hatesmeandIdon'tlikehertoo..

Qhumawasinthekitchenshirtless,onlyhadhis

sweatpantson.He'sveryobsessedwithcoffee,he

candrinkacupofcoffeeandstillsleep..

Foraguyhisage,hereallymaintainshisbody.Used

togotothegym backwhenwewereinOrangefarm,

hehasn'tstartedonehere..

He'sgoodinbed,atleastI'm notstuckwithanold

manwhocan'tperform..

Me:Hey

Helookedatme..

Me:Ihatewhenwefight,becauseyoutheonly

personinmyteam whenitcomestoyourexwife

andkids



Heplacedthemugonthecounter..

Qhuma:IjustwishyouandAbocouldsortyourshit

out

Iwalkeduptohim andplacedmyhandsaroundhis

waist..

Me:Iwilltryandbecivilwithher

Qhuma:That'sallI'm asking

Ileanedovertokisshim,heturnedhisheadand

facedtheotherway.Thatwasnotgood,he'snever

declinedsexfrom me..

Hegothishandsoffme..

Qhuma:Nottonight..I'm tired

Hewalkedtothebedroom..

IRENE



Iwastakingofftheduvetandpillowsfrom our

bedroom.Heshowedupandstoodatthedoor,the

doorwasopen..

Vukani:Areweokay?

Me:Whywouldn'twebeokay?

Vukani:IassumedyouwillbitchaboutwhatFuthi

said

Me:Why?It'syourmoneyyoucandowhateveryou

wantwithit

Vukani:I'm notsleepingwithher,Idon'twannabe

withher

Me:Nowwhywouldyousaysuch?Ineversaidnor

assumedyouwere

Vukani:NgangenziislimaIrene,Iknowthat'sexactly

whatyouthink

Me:Thenyouwrong

Vukani:Rightfightwithmeaboutthis,scream,yell



andallthatshitdon'tjustgivemethatcalmnessto

dissme

Me:VukaniIdon'twannafightwithyouoverwhat

youdoforyourbabyMamaandyourchild,why

shouldIfightyouaboutthat?

Vukani:I'm sorry

Me:Ijustwannabathandsleep

Iwalkedtothebathroom,hefollowedmeandgently

grabbedmyarm...

Vukani:Don'tdothat..Don'tdothattome

HeturnedmearoundsoIcouldfacehim..

Vukani:Iwannatalkaboutthis

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit

Vukani:Weshould,becauseIknowifwedon'tthe

nextfewdayswillbeyougivingmeanattitudeanda

coldshoulder..Ng'phathisaintloko(Yougoingto

givemeaheadache)



Iyankedmyhandfrom hisgrip..

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit!

FUTHI

WegothomeandIcan'tbelieveVukanididn'ttell

Ireneaboutthis.Ididthatrandomlyjusttocheck

andevaluatethesituation,andIgottheresultsIwas

hopingfor...

Thisisgoingwellandgoodforme,Ijustneedto

breakthem from afarandwatchthisshameofa

relationshipcrumbledown..

IRENE

WhenIwasdonebathing,Iwenttobed.Hewas



layingonhisbackonthebedwithahishandonhis

forehead..

Me:Ijustwishedyoucould'vetoldmeaboutit

Heremovedhishandfrom hisface..

Me:Wegettingmarriedsoon,weshouldalwaysbe

honestwitheachother

Vukani:IknowandI'm sorryIdidn'ttellyou,ifyou

mad.BemadbecauseIdidn'ttellyounotbecause

Futhitoldyoubecauseshe'sdoingitoutofspite

Me:Iknow

Vukani:I'm sorrythiswillneverhappenagain



Me:Itbetternot

ENDA(QHUMA'SWIFE)

Qhumawokeupveryearlyinthemorningandleft,

didn'tsaywherehewasgoingnorwhenhewillbe

back..

Itpuzzledme,itwasconfusing.Thisisnotourlife,

wedon'tdothingsthisway..

Itbotheredmeagreatdeal,can'timaginehim

cheatingonme.What'sgoingbecomeofmylife?I'm

onlyinthismarriagecontributingnothingbutmy

vagina..

Ipouredmyselfasecondglassofwine,that'show

muchbotheredIwasbythesituation..



IRENE

IwokeuptoVukanistaringatme..

Me:What?

Vukani:Nothing

Me:Peoplewhostareatotherpeopleareusually

planningmurder

Vukani:Kantivelek'dalangiyicabanga(I'vebeen

thinkingaboutit)

Me:Babydon'tsaysuchthings,theynotromantic

Hemovedhisfingersfrom myarm tomyarmpitand

tickledme..

Me:Stopit!Yousochildish

Vukani:Iwasthinking



Me:Hewasthinkingveryearlyinmorning

Vukani:Cavamaanngiserious

Me:Whatwereyouthinking?

Vukani:Thenextweekendofmepayinglobola,let's

justhaveatraditionalwedding

Iwipedmyeyes..

Me:Areyouserious?

Vukani:Deadserious

Vukanihasatendencyofjustdroppingbombsat

me..

.

Tobecontinued

Belovedpleasekeepmeinyourprayers,Facebook

hasbeenunkindtomethesedays.YesterdayI

couldn'tpostanythingIkeptongettingthismessage



from bothaccounts
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IRENE

IloveVukani,probablymorethanIshouldnow.I

lovehim somuchandtheideaofmebeinghiswife

hasagoodringtoit..Whichwomanwouldn'twant

tobeawifetosomeoneoneday?Ilovehim butalso

scaredofbeinghurt.Iam preparedtogivehim the

benefitofthedoubt,notaccusehim whenhehasn't

doneanything.Notpainthim withthesamebrush

thatpeopledo,onlyseeinganexconandwhatnot.

He'sbeendoingwell,he'sbeentryingIshould

believeinhim..

Iwasatwork,hedroppedmeoffandsaidhe'sgoing

topickmeuplater..

Thami:Idon'tunderstandwhysomebabyMamas

arealwaysouttoruinthelivesoftheirbabydaddies,



whycan'tsomeoneacceptwhenit'sover?

Me:Iam tellingyou,she'stheresinkinginherclaws

deepinsideofhim.Shedoesthingsonpurposeto

pissmeoff,getundermyskinandit'sirritating

Thami:Justdon'tgiveheranupperhand

Me:ItoldmyselfIwon't

Thami:Oryouwillloseyourman

Me:Iwon'tgivehertheupperhand

VUKANI

Iwasatthebottlestore.Mymoneyfrom theheist,

I'vestasheditinabigbegthatI'm keepinginmy

wardrobe,inthemeantime.

Iwannagetasafe,andkeepitsafeinthere.



IwasoccupiedbyFacebook,Futhihadpostedafew

picturesinthere.Shelookedbeautiful,verybeautiful.

Shehasalwaysbeenbeautiful,butshewasglowing

more.Ireactedwithaheartandkeptitmoving..

ENDA

Qhumafinallycameback.Itwasaround11am when

hewalkedin..

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Qhuma:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:I'm goodwena?

Qhuma:I'm good

Me:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Qhuma:Justwentouttosortafewthingsout



Me:Whatthings?

Qhuma:Nothingthatwouldimpressyou,just

business

Me:OhwIsee

Qhuma:I'm drivingouttofetchuAbowouldyoulike

tocome?

Wasthatatrickquestion?Heknowsverywellthe

issuesthatliebetweenandI,andhisexwife..

Me:NoI'lljustbebusypreparingtheguestroom for

her

Qhuma:That'sgood,thankyou

Me:Okay

Iwalkedaway..

Qhuma:Wearegoodright?

Ifakedasmile..

Me:Wearegood



FUTHI

SeeinganotificationonFacebookthatVukani

reactedonmypicturemademehappy,itmademy

day..

SboandIweweretalkingaboutthingsawomancan

usetoattractmen.Iwasshockedathowhonestshe

was,athowshespokeaboutthiswithnofearatall..

Mostwomenusesuchthingsanddon'ttell,shetold

itall..

Sbo:Unamathela

Me:There'saherbthat'scalled"Namathela?"

Sbo:Yes,it'smorelikeaplantyouputitinyourbath

andbath,thenthemanthatyouwantwillstart

noticingyoumorebutbecarefulhe'sgoingtobe

annoying



Me:Serious?

Sbo:I'veuseditafewtimeswantedmyexbackbut

allmyExesstartedfollowingme

Me:Youseethat'swhatIdon'twant,Ijustwantone

extofollowme

Sbo:Yesuseit,theotheronesyouwillignoreand

concentrateontheonethatyouwanttofollowyou

Me:Isee,thankyousomuchSbo.WherecanIfindit?

Sbo:Iwillbringitforyoutomorrow

Me:Okaythankyou

Sbo:It'sjustasample,ifitworksyoucanbuy

yourselfmore

Me:Thankyousomuch

VUKANI

IrensisthebestwomanI'veeverhad,sheisoneyou

bringhome.Oneyoucanmakeawifeandhavekids



with.Iwantanotherbaby,Ifeelreadytohave

anotherbabybutIrenehasdifferentfeelings

towardsthesituation.

Ifwearemarried,thenIknowthatshewillgiveme

oneandpossiblymoreinthecourseofthemarriage..

IwasneverthereforMpilo,Iwanttocommitmyself

tobeingaresponsiblefatherandIwantababythat'll

betheretofatherthroughout..I'm notusingmynot

beingthereforuMpiloasanexcusetohaveababy.I

justwantababy..Ihopeafterwegetmarried,she

willagree..

Boyziniwalkedin..

Boyzin:Bafanas

Me:Boyzini

Boy:UyaphilaMbhem?(Areyouwell?)



Me:,kuyaphileka(I'm surviving)

Boy:I'm notheretodisturbyou,Ijusthavea

messagetodeliver

Me:About?

Boy:Wehittingacertainhousesometimenextweek

Me:Ahouse?

Boy:Qhumasayshe'srich,hasasafeinthehouse

Me:Whyshouldwedothat?

Boy:themoneyinthereisinthesafe,that'swhatwe

need

Me:It'sdangerousI'm sure,noonewhohasasafein

thehousecan'tprotectit.Suchthingsarewell

protected

Boy:I'm justheretodeliverthemessage,everything

elsewewillhearfrom Qhuma

Thisisusgettinginwayoverourheads,thisis

prematureanditwillLandusintrouble..

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Iwasn'tfeelingconfidentwiththishousebreaking.I

haveneverdoneahousebreak,andIthinkQhumais

beingirrational.There'snowaywecanpullthisoff,

it'swaytoocomplexcomparedtoanormalheist..

Tsongawasaround,weweredrinkingbeers.

Tsonga:Ithoughtweweregoingtolayofffora

while,foratleast3months.Thisspellsasuicide

missionaltogether

Me:Ididn'tsignupforhousebreakings,I'm not

abouttolivemyfamilyandgotojailagain.Ahouse

breakingistoodangerousandtoocomplex,it's

somethingweshouldn'tdojustoutoftheblue



Tsonga:Iunderstandwhereyoucomingfrom,Ialso

feelthesameway.Wewilltalktohim

FUTHI

DrPelocameback,wehadanaltercationwith

regardstowhathappened.Ifeltlikeshewasnot

takingthesituationseriously,shewastellingme

thatshecan'thireabodyguard,becauseshehas

neverranintoanincidentlikethisbefore.Itwasthe

firstandlastincident.Itwon'thappenagain.

HowcansomeonenottaketheirEmployee'ssafety

serious?She'sveryselfish..

Pelo:Iunderstandyourfrustrations

Me:Idon'tthinkyoudo!Whatifheattackedme?

Pelo:YouareoverreactingFuthi,hewasjust



concernedbecausewehaveneverhadissueswith

ourGoldsfallingoff.Itjuststartedwithyou,there's

probablysomethingyounotdoingrightinthe

processofapplyingit

Me:Sothisisallmyfault?

Pelo:No..I'm justsayingI'llbeheretoseehowyou

applythem sothatIcanseehowyoudoit

Me:IhaveadegreeinDentaltherapy,Idon'tneed

anyhelp.IknowwhatI'm doingandifyoudon'ttrust

myeducationthenwehavenothingtotalkabout!

Howaboutmaybeyoubuycheapmaterialtosave

costsandthisiswhythisishappening?

Pelo:Ihavebeenusingthesamematerialeversince

Iopenedmysurgery,whywoulditstartactingup

now?FuthiIam notsayingyoudon'tknowhowtodo

things,I'm notdegradingyounorcallingyoustupid.

Weheretohelpeachother,youwereworkingatthe

hospital.Theydon'tdothat,itisyourfirstprocess

soallowhelp.Allowtobehelped

Me:Ireallydon'tneedthis,Iquit



Pelo:Youquit?

Me:Iquit

Pelo:Ifthat'syourattitudeyouwon'tbeabletowork

withotherswell

Me:Ifthat'syourattitudetootowardssituation,you

won'tbeabletoworkwithotherstoo!

Iwentandtookmybag..

QHUMA

Abowasquietlysittingonthepassenger'ssitbusy

withherphone..

Me:Howisschoolgoing?

Abo:It'sgoingwell

Me:Howareyou?

Abo:I'm good



Me:Abocomeon

Abo:Iam goingtovisitthatviciouswifeofyours,I

can'tfakeemotions!Idon'twannafakeemotions..I

don'tlikeher

Me:Why?

Abo:Shebrokeourfamily,sincewhendoGuyswife

theirsidechicks?

Me:MymarriagetoyourMotherandwithyour

Motherwasalreadyfallingapart,Endaisnotthe

reasonwhyyourMotherandIfelloff.Istarteda

relationshipwithEndabecausealreadyyourMother

andIthingswerenolongergood,I'm notgoingto

tellyouwhathappenedbetweenusbecauseIdon't

wanttobadmouththeMotherofmykidsbuttrust

me.Youarebarkingupthewrongtree.Endadid

nothing!

FUTHI

IcalledVukanicrying..



Vukani:Futhi

Icouldn'tsayanything..

Vukani:Yinimanje?(Whatisitnow)

Me:Iquit

Vukani:Why?

Me:Itoldheraboutwhathappenedandshetookit

lightly,she'shardlyherewhatifonedayIget

attacked?Someoneactuallykillsme?WhenItalk

shetellsmeifIknewmyjobthiswouldn'thave

happened.She'susingcheapmaterial,andthen

accusesmeofvilethings..Alsoaccusedmeof

stealinghermoney

Vukani:That'sbig

Me:Ican'tdothisanymore,maybeMpiloandI

shouldconsidermovingbackhomebecauseIwon't

havemoneytomaintainus

Vukani:Don'ttalklikethatFuthi,younotmoving

backtoyourhousewhereyourMotherabusesmy

Son



Me:Idon'twantMpiloandIbeingaburdentoyou,

andIdon'twantIreneseeingmeasanintimidation

Vukani:Iwillhelpyouguysuntilyoufindanotherjob

Me:PleasetalktoIreneIdon'twantthiscomingin

betweenyouguys

Vukani:I'llgetbacktoyou

Me:ThankyouVukani,aftereverythingI'vedoneto

youIdidn'texpectyoutodothis

Vukani:I'm doingthisformySon

Me:Iknowandthankyou

Vukani:Bye

IRENE

AsIwasbusyatwork,Vukani'scallcamethrough..

Me:Babe

Vukani:Am Idisturbing?



Me:Notreally..Iseverythingokay?

Vukani:Everythingisfine,Iwasthinkingweshould

selectthethisweekendforlobolanegotiations

Me:IwilltalktomyGrandma

Vukani:Konjewhatdowedo?Sendaletter?

Me:Iam notsure,I'llfindoutfrom her

Vukani:Okay

Me:That'sall?

Vukani:Yesunlessyouhavesomethingtotellme

Me:Ihavenothingtotellyou

Vukani:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore

ENDA

AboandQhumawalkedin.Qhumawascarrying

Abo'sbagandafewotherthingsofhers..



Icouldseefrom herfacethatshewouldratherbe

anywhereelsebuthere..

Qhuma:Sthandwasam

Me:Mylove

Qhuma:Wearehere

Me:HelloAbo

Abo:Dadwheream Igoingtosleep?

Qhuma:Thisway

Theywalkedtotheguestroom,it'sgoingtobea

longvisit..

VUKANI

IcouldtellIreneaboutwhathappenedtoFuthi,and

thatI'llberesponsiblefortheirfinancesbutIwon't.

WealmostfoughtthelasttimeIdid,soratherIjust



letitslidefornow.Wewilltalkaboutitafterthe

negotiations..

I'm scaredthatIrene,mightwalkoutonmeifIdo

anythingwrong.Shewon'thesitate,shewon'tgive

measecondchancesoIam tryinghardtonotlet

thathappen.Ilovehertoomuchtoloseher..Itexted

Qhumathatweshouldmeetuplateron..

Someguywalkedin..

Him:Ekse

Me:Sho

Him:Idon'tknowifI'm intherightplace

Me:K'hambani?(WhatcanIhelpyouwith)

Him:Uvukanineh?

Me:Whowantstoknow?

Him:Nomaan,ngizwebathiuthengisaintshiza(I



heardyousellingguns)

Me:From who?

Him:Someonereferredmetoyou

Hecouldbeanundercovercop.Thisisquestionable..

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout,thisisa

bottlestore.Strictlyabottlestore

Him:IfyouworriedthatImightbeacoporasnitch,

youdon'thavetoo..Iam strictlycomingherefor

help

Me:Eksemfwethu,Idon'tknowwhatyoutalking

about

Him:Surebhozayami

Me:Sharp



FUTHI

IdrovehomewhilstonthephonewithSbo.

Sbo:Quitingwasdrastic

Me:Quitingwasnecessary,yousawwhathappened

Sbo:Idid..I'm sorrytohearthatIreallylovedhaving

youaround

Me:MetooIlikedhavingyouthere

Sbo:Askiessisi

Me:Sothatthing,canIstillcometopickitup

tomorrow?

Sbo:Yes

Me:Seeyoutomorrowthen

Sbo:Tomorrowitis

ENDA



Qhuma:I'm goingouttomeetupwithVukaniatthe

bottlestore,I'llseeyoulater

Me:Lateritis

Hekissedmeandthenwalkedout..

Iwenttotheguestroom.Iknocked..

Abo:Comein

Imademywayin..

Abo:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:IwaswonderingifIcanpreparesomethingto

eatforyou?

Abo:Ofcoursenot!Whatdoesthefoodhave?

Poison?

Me:Abocomeon,whywouldIwantyoudead?

Abo:Becauseyouareevil



Me:Yourfatherwasalreadyhavingissueswithyour

Mother,Ididn'tbreakthem up

Abo:Ohhplease

Me:Younotbeingfair

Abo:Juststayawayfrom meokay?I'm notherefor

you,I'm heretovisitmyfatherandnotyou!

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Daysfollowingtothelobolanegotiationsseemedto

gofaster,IthoughtmyGrandfather.My

Grandmother'syoungerbrotherwasgoingto

disappoint.Probablyaskwhyhewasinformed4

daysbeforethenegotiationshadtobeheld.My

Grandfather,myUncle,andcousinweregoingto

representme.IwishedthatmyFatherwasstillalive,

hewasgoingtobeproudofthismoment..Ifeellike

I'vemadehim proud..

ItwasaFridaymorningandmyfamily,it'satradition

tocelebrateeveryachievementnomatterhowsmall

itseems.Itseemsliketheygoingtomakeabigdeal

tomorrow,onsomethingthat'smeanttobeasmall

celebration..



Iwasscared,lobolanegotiationsseem togowrong

attimesandmyGrandfatherdoesn'ttakeshit.He's

fullofitIdohopehewilllevelwithVukani'sfather

becausehealsoseemshardheaded..

MyGrandmotherwalkedintomybedroom..

Grams:Mostgirlswouldbehappy

Me:Iam happy

Shesatnexttome..

Grams:IknowyouIrene,youcan'thideanything

from me..What'swrong?

Me:Lobolaissomethingbig,iftomorrowgoeswell

I'm goingtobesomeone'swife

Grams:Youscared?

Me:Abit,somerelationshipsaregoodthen

marriageruinseverything

Grams:Don'tthinklikethat,ifyouthinklikethatthen

youcreatingit.Vukaniseemslikeagoodguyunless



youdon'ttrusthim,ifyoudon'tthenyoushouldn't

wastehistimeandyours

Me:Idotrusthim,Idolovehim.Idon'tknowifwe

goingtomakethiswork

Grams:Everythingisgoingtogowell,I'veprayedon

it

Me:ThankyouGrams,Idon'tknowwhatI'ddo

withoutyou

VUKANI

Qhuma:NgiyakuzwaMbhem (Ihearyou)

Me:Ijustthinkthatweshouldsticktowhatweknow,

heistsastocomplicatethings

Qhuma:Thethingis,thisguyisrich.He'sabusiness

man,verycorruptandkeepshismoneyinhishouse.

Ithoughtitwasaquickcash

Me:Suchpeopletheirhousesareguardedheavily,

theywouldn'tjusthaveaneasyentrancetotheir



money.Wewillhavetoknowthehouseinandout,

wewillhavetogetaninsidemanandI'm surehis

peopleareloyaltothecore

Qhuma:Let'snotdiscusssuch,youareoffthe

marketfrom tomorrow

Me:Whyareyouhere?Thisisyour3rdbottle

Qhuma:Mywifeandmydaughterarefightingat

home,it'snotasafeenvironmenttobein

Me:EishIunderstand,IalsohaveababyMama

problem

Qhuma:Theytheworst

Me:Idon'twantthesituationgettinginbetweenme

andIreneatthesametimeI'm scaredifIjustcome

offonFuthishemightpreventmefrom seeingmy

Son.Idon'thavealegtostandon,I'm anexcon.The

courtwon'tbeonmyside

Qhuma:She'sgoingtousehim togettoyou

Me:Iknow

Qhuma:Youthinkshestillhasfeelingsforyou?



Me:Idon'tknow..Withthatone,youwouldnever

know

FUTHI

Zuxie:Ithoughthewouldbeatschool

Me:Sportsday,hedidn'tmaketheteam

Zuxie:That'ssad..HelloBoy

Mpilo:HelloGrandma

Mpilowenttothelounge..

Zuxie:Aren'tyougoingtowork?

Me:Iquit

Zuxie:Inthiscountrywhereunemploymentis

shootingoutthroughtheroof,youthinkquitingis

thebestchoice?

Me:Theenvironmentwastoxic,Igotharassed

Zuxie:That'sbad



Me:Yestoomuch

Zuxie:You'llfindsomething,don'tworry

Me:Thankyou..ThankyoufortakingcareofMpilo

forme

Zuxie:Ilovehavingheraround

Me:Letmego,Ihavelaundrytodo

Zuxie:Okaywewillseeyoulater

Me:ByeBaby

Mpilo:ByeMama

ENDA

Thebedroom wasuntidy.Abowassleepinghalf

naked.Shewentoutlastnight,camebackthis

morningataround4am.Theroom wassmellinglike

abrewery..

Iwalkedoverandopenedthecurtains,thenopened



thewindowtooforfreshair..

Aboismakingmylifedifficultaroundhere,Ican't

breath.Can'tsneezeinmyownhouse.

Me:Abo

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Abo!!!

Sheopenedhereyes..

Abo:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Canyoupleasedrinkwater,lotsofwatersoyou

canhavethestrengthtowakeuplaterandclean

aroundhere?

Abo:ThisismyFather'shouse!Idon'thavetowake

upatyourowntimeanddoanything!

Me:It'smyhouse

Abo:Whatcentdidyoucontribute?Whatexactlyare

youcontributinghereotherthanyourvagina?



Me:Haibo!!Thisismyhouse..Yourfatheris

maintainingyouisn'the?There'snocentItakefrom

him thatpreventshim from supportingyouand

payingyourfees

Abo:Getoutofmyroom andstayout!

Iwalkedoutandbangedthedoor..

FUTHI

Idecidedtostopbyatthebottlestoretogreet

Vukani.Istillcan'tstomachthefactthathe'spaying

lobolatomorrow.Ithurt,ithurtreallybad..

Wewalkedouttomycar..

Me:Soyoupayinglobolatomorrow?

Vukani:Yes



Me:Congratulations

Vukani:Thankyou

(Silence)

Vukani:YoudounderstandthatYouandIaredone?

Me:Iunderstand

Vukani:SoIhopeyouwon'tuseMpilotocomein

betweenIreneandI?

Me:Understandingthesituationdoesn'tmeanthatI

acceptitbecauseIdon't

Vukani:Futhi

Me:Ican'tacceptitVukaniandIwon't!Iloveyou,I

stillloveyoudeeplycan'tyousee?IknowI'vemade

thebiggestmistakebywhatIdidbut..Iknowthat

there'sapartofyouthatstilllovesme

Vukani:Whereisallofthiscomingfrom now?

Me:BecauseIdon'twantyoutodoit

Vukani:IdidloveyoubutyouhurtmealotFuthi,yes

Istilldoloveyoubutyouruinedus,ruinedwhatwe

had



Iwipedmytears..

Me:Babyplease

Igotclosertohim..

Vukani:Futhistop..

Itriedtouchinghim,hepushedmeback..

Vukani:Isaidstopit!!Awuzwana?

Me:ButIstillloveyou

Vukani:OnlybecauseBoneleftyouhighanddry,

onlybecauseyoulostitallnowyouherecryingout

tome..Youthinkthisisagame?Youcanjustfuck

upandcomecryingandexpectmetoacceptyou

back?Gotohell!

Hewalkedtothebottlestoreandthenstopped..

Vukani:AndyouwillrespectIrene,I'm notaskingyou

I'm tellingyou!!



Hewalkedinside..

Igotintomycarandcriedmore.Ihaven'tusedwhat

Sboshgaveme,nowIhavetoconsiderusingit..

IRENE

Mycousin'swifewasaround..

Her:Ntombotomorrowyou'llbegoingtoyournew

home,areyouready?

Me:IthinkIam

Her:Atleastyouspeakhighlyofyourinlaws,they

soundlikenicepeople

Me:Theyare,I'm hopingit'llstaythatwayevenafter

tomorrow

Her:Ifitdoesn't,youandVukswillhavetofindyour

ownplace



Me:That'strue,I'm notworriedabouthisfamily.I'm

worriedabouthisbabyMamashe'sevil

Her:Hailoyoneedstowaitkancanceseriously

Me:I'm tellingyou

Her:Don'tgiveheranupperhand,andprayhardshe

mightbeusingwitchcraft

Me:Youthink?

Her:Iwouldn'tputitpassher

Me:Yoohnowyouscaringmeespeciallyafterthe

storiesIreadonFacebookaboutizichithoandwhat

not

Her:Don'trest,suchgirlsaredangerous

Me:Nowthatyou'vementionedit..Iwon't

Wecontinuedwashingdishes..

VUKANI



Idon'tknowhowFuthi'smindworks.Shethinks

aftereverythingshe'sdonewewillgobacktohow

thingsusedtobe?Idon'tseeusbeingtogetherever

again

IcalledIrene..

Shedidn'tpickup.Itriedheragain,still...

Itextedher:

"Hopeyouokay,justwantedtocheckuponyou.I

loveyou"

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Aseverythingprogressedduringtheday,itwas

evidenttomethatthenegotiationsarehappening

tomorrow.Thiswasreal,andthiswashappening.I

shoulddwellonthegoodpartofit,butforthelifeof

meIcouldn'tthinkstopthinkingaboutwhatcouldgo

wrong.Icouldn'tstopthinkingabouttheexternal

forcesthatcouldstandagainstmyhappiness.Futhi

isone,Iam notputtinganythingpassheranymore..

Iwasinmybedroom,praying..

Me:Iknowsuchblessingscomefrom above,Iknow

aholymatrimonyisnotanachievementbecauseifit

wasallwomenwouldstriveforit,butit'sablessing.

Onethatcomesfrom above.Asyou'vesaidinyour

word"AndweknowthatGodcauseseverythingto



worktogetherforthegoodofthosewholoveGod

andarecalledaccordingtohispurposeforthem"

[Romans8:28].

Iknowthatyourblessingscannotbetakenawaybut

theycanbetaintedbythosewhodon'twannaseeus

succeed.Ineverythingthat'shappenedinmylife,

thisisbyfarthelongawaitedblessing.Iam grateful,

thankyouGod.Iasknothingmorefrom thisblessing

butforyoutoprotectit,letourunionbefoundedin

you.Actasourfoundation,doawaywithanyevil.I

don'tcarehowpowerfulthepersonismadetoseem,

butyouaretheAlfaandtheOmega.Youarethe

beginningandtheend,noonecanbreakwhatyou

haveputtogether.Idon'twishbadforNtombifuthi.I

wishyouhelpher,helpherfindpeacefrom deep

withinsoshecanfindherhappinessbecauseevil

canleadonestraightintotheirdoom.Iaskfora

betterrelationshipwithMpilotoo,Iaskyouhelpus

alltohavepeace.



IprayinyourSon'sname.InthenameofJesus

ChristofNazareth.Amen.

Iam achildofprayer,Iknownobetterwayto

revengethangettingdownonmyknees.That'sthe

onlyfightmyGrandmotherhastaughtme.Tofight

withprayernotwithflesh,especiallyinsuchbattles..

FUTHI

Vukanihasnevermanhandledmebefore.Whathe

didtodayshowedmeadifferentsidetohim,one

thatIneverwantedtosee.

Iwashurt,angry,jealousandallthoseunsettling

emotions.Ididn'tfeellikegivingup,Ididn'tfeellike

havingIrenetakemyfamily,I'veseenBoneplaying

me.I'velosthim,andI'm notgoingtolosemyfirst

love.



Relationshipsnowadaysarefake,startingover.

Havingtotrustsomeoneagain,that'saprocess,a

missionI'm notpreparedfor..

Iwantwhat'smine,andmineIwillget..Comewhat

may,IwillneverbedefeatedbyIrene..Ifthis

namathelasituationdoesn'thelp,I'llhavetorevertto

othermeans.MeansthatwilldefinitelyhelpmeI

hope..

VUKANI

Myunclesatdownnexttome,Iwasathomenow.

MytwoUncleswhowillbehelpingmyFatherin

representingmetomorrowhadtofindmehome..

Uncle:Howdoyoufeelabouttomorrow?

Me:Ifeelgood

Uncle:Yourlongfacedoesn'tsayso



Me:WhatcanIsay

Uncle:What'swrong?

Me:Afewyearsago,Ithoughtmylifewasover.

WhenIwasreleasedfrom jailIhadlostalmost

everything.Myfamily,whoIwasandmyidentity.I

thoughtIwouldbeanobody,it'snoteverydaya

womanlovesanexconunconditionally,Ijustnever

thoughtthingswouldturnoutthisway.Ireneisan

amazingwoman,IloveherandI'm scaredI'llhurther

alongtheway

Uncle:Whyareyouthinkinglikethat?

Me:I'm ascrewup

Uncle:Whateveryoutellyourselfyoubecome

exactlythat,nowIcanfindwordstotryandadvice

youorevenencourageyoubutifthat'swhatyou've

purposedforyourselfthenyouareexactlythat.

There'snowayIcanconvinceyouotherwise.Weall

deservebeautifulthingsinlife,despitewhoweare.

ThisIreneofawomanwouldneverhavechosento

loveyouifshedidn'tfeelyouwereworthit.Youcan

onlyhurtherifyoupurposethatyouwill.Loveis



beautiful,loveispureweonlytaintitwithour

actions.Lust,Envy,andgreed.Alwaysremember

whereyourheartisandyouwon'thurther,ifyou

speakhighlyofherlikethisthenthatmeansshe's

yourtruesoulmate.Affordherthesamerespectshe

will.Womencanbetruthful,respectfulandloyalif

youaffordthem thesame.Unfortunatelywedon't

liveinourtimes,womennowaremuchwiser.So,

don'tsendustomorrowtogofetchthatgirlifnext

weekwe'llbegoingtoherhomeagaintoapologize

onyourbehalf.Don'thurther,Iam notforthat

Me:IunderstandyouverywellMalume

Uncle:Good!Nowlet'sstopbeingmiserable,weonly

haveafewhoursleft

Me:That'strue

ENDA

NomatterhowmuchItrybutthischildispushing

mybuttons.Ihavetriedtobepatient,triedto



tolerateherbut..Iam atmyhighestpeak,Iam

gatvolwithher!..

QhumawalkedinasIwassittinginthelounge

tearingup..

Heleanedagainstthedoorway..

Qhuma:Kwenzenjanimanje?(What'swrongnow)

Me:Ijustwannagovisithome

Qhuma:Youcan'tjustgohomeeachtimewhen

there'slittleissues

Me:Littleissues?YourDaughterisdisrespectingme

andyoucallthatlittleissues?

Qhuma:WhatdoyouwantmetodoKahlekahle?

She'smyDaughter

Me:Disciplineher!She'sveryspoiled!

Qhuma:EyyIhaveaheadache..Ungang'raseli(don't



makenoiseforme)

Me:Iam goinghome,leavingtomorrowmorning

Qhuma:Ifyoudo,thendon'tcomeback.Hlalekini

Me:Ifyouwantthismarriageoverjustsayso,don't

makeupstupidexcuses!Ifyou'vefoundsomeone

elseandyoutryingtokickmeoutbyusingyour

daughter!Beamanandtellmethetruth!!

Qhuma:Enough!!Ifyouwannaleave,thenleave!

Don'tusemyDaughterasanexcusetoo..Iyakini

uhlalekhona!(Gohomeandstaythere)

IRENE

Irecievedacallfrom Vukani..

Me:Vuks!

Vukani:Askies?

Me:It'swhattheycallyounjena



Vukani:Areyouthey?Sincewhenareyouthey?

Ilaughed..

Me:It'sgoodhearingyourvoice

Vukani:Notsogoodhearingyours

Me:Ouch!

Vukani:Youhaveamessyvoice

Me:Ungangiqaliplease,notwhentomorrowit'sthe

negotiationsIcancallitoff

Vukani:Ngekeulunge(Thatwon'thappen)

Me:Baby?

Vukani:Talktome

Me:Iloveyou

Vukani:Youarelovedbyme

Me:Tomorrowit'sthestartofanewlifetogether

Vukani:Iknow..Howdoyoufeelaboutit?

Me:Scared



Vukani:Whatscaresyou?

Me:Idon'tknow..Justscared

Vukani:Doyoustillwannadothis?

Me:Istillwannadothis

Vukani:Thenthere'snoreasontobescared,alotof

moneyisatstakeheretobescared

Me:It'snotlikeyoupayingamill(Laughing)

Vukani:Ngekewazi(You'llneverknow)

Me:Soyouarepayingamill?

Vukani:Sizodlaniafter?(Whatareweeatingafter)

Me:Don'tbelikethat

Vukani:Afterthis,it'syou,meandMpilo

Me:Can'twait

Vukani:IloveyouMaNtuli

Me:Iloveyoutoo

FUTHI



Icalledafriendofminewithaglassofwineinmy

hand,thisthingreallystickstoyou..

Nqobile:Haifriend,unamathela?

Me:He'spayinglobolatomorrow

Nqo:EyykodwanayeuVuks,uIrenevele?

Me:Gogoobovu(Theyellowbone)

Nqo:Uboneniamathangawahlanya?(Didheseeher

thighsandwentcrazy)

Ilaughed..

Me:AwukahleI'm heartbrokenhere

Nqo:Ahhgirlunamathelawillonlybringyoumore

Men

Me:WhatcanIdo?

Nqo:Ifyoucan'tgivehim apotion,usearedcandle

withthem beseputneedlesaroundit



Me:Haicha!Ubuthakathi(That'switchcraft)

Nqo:Whatyoudoingnowisn'twitchcraft?

Me:GirlVukaniwentbacktohisoldlife,themoney

hehasImeanhe'salsopayinglobola

Nqo:Haikembambeleeduze(Pullhim closer)

Me:Okaygirl..We'lltalk

Nqo:Bye

Me:Bye

ZuxietextedmethatIshouldfetchMpilotomorrow

laterbecauseofthenegotiations,hehasclothes

there.IwentonFacebookandsawheposteda

beautifulpictureofhimselfandIrene.Theyblendin

well,yellowbonedarkskinned.Hiscaptionwas

"Ngiyashadala"meaningI'm gettingmarriedhere..

Peoplewerecongratulating,likingandwhatnot.It

mademystomachturninsidenolie.



ENDA

Qhumawaslayinginbedfacingup.Eyesclosed.He

seemedtobeinapeacefulsleep,Icouldtellhehad

alottodrink..

IfIwanthim tobeseriousaboutthissituation,I

reallyneedtogohomeforawhile.Iwaspackingup

mythings,hangingthewardrobedoorjustina

mood...

Qhuma:YinimanjeEnda?(Whatisitnow)

Me:IdidsayI'm leaving

Qhuma:Whattimeisit?

Me:Idon'tknowanddon'tcare

Qhuma:Awuyekeukukhulumangathiwehlaentabeni,

dalaufunaukuhambaveleususebenzisaingane

(Stoptalkingtomelikeyoufallingoffamountain,

you'vedonewantingtoleavesodon'tuseAbo)



Me:You'vealwaysbeencheatingsodon'tactlike

youcare

Qhuma:IfIgetoffthisbedandhandyoumyphone

tocheck,ifyoufindnoevidenceofmecheatingIwill

beverymad

Me:That'sbecauseyouhavedeletedallthe

evidenceangisho

Qhuma:Iyangidinayonkelento(Thisisirritatingme

now)

Hegotoutofbedandcametome,Ifroze.Hehas

beenphysicalwithmebutthatwasalongtimeago..

Hegrabbedmyhairandbangedmyfaceagainthe

wardrobe..

Me:Qhuma!!

Qhuma:Thisthingofyoualwayswantingtoactlike



achildisstartingtoirritateme!

Hebangedmyfaceagainagainstthewardrobe

door..

Me:Askies!!(Screaming)

Qhuma:YarasaEnda?Yiniuyasanganana?(You

makingnoise,areyoucrazy)

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Wewokeupveryearlyinthemorning,makethatI

neverevensleptlastnight.Iwaseventhefirstone

towakeupandwarm upfoodforeveryone.

Yesterdaywecookedsampandtripe,the

negotiationsweregoingtostartat10:00am.My

GrandmotherandmyAuntypreparedthefoodfor

midday.Iwashelpingwithsaladshereandthereand

alsoattendingtoafewthings..TheLadystoppedby

todropoffmytraditionaldress,adoekandwhite

sneakers.Thedresswasyellow,withagreendesign.

Sameasthedoekandsneakers..

Me:Wow,itlooksbeautiful

Lady:GladIcouldfinishitintime

EverythingcostR2800..

She'sveryaffordabletoo..



Lady:HaikeNtombi,youshouldprepare.It's

09:00am already

Me:Ishould

Aunty:Futhisesiqedilela(Weareevendonehere)

Me:OkayI'llgoandprepare

VUKANI

Me:40000incash,Istilldon'tknowwhyweneeded

theextra10k

Uncle:Theymightchargeusextra,not30k

Me:Isn'tthatwhywehavingthenegotiations?

Uncle:Someotherfamiliesarehardheadedwedon't

wannaruinthisforyou,40kisenough

Me:Okay

Ma:IthinkIshouldcook



Me:Theysaidweshouldn't,there'senough.Someof

foodwillbedeliveredhere

Ma:Whatifthenegotiationsdon'tgowell?Whatare

wegoingtoeat?

Me:Madon'tbenegative

Ma:I'm sorry..Justthat,thisisverynervous

Me:Iknowbutcalm down,youmakingmenervous

too

ENDA

Abowalkedinfirst,Iwassittingatthetableeating

breakfast.Morelikestaringatmybowlwithmushy

cerealinit..

Shesaidnothing,justpulledthechairandsatdown

too.Shepouredherselfthecereal.



Myforeheadwasswollenfrom allthebanging

againstthewardrobelastnight..

Qhumawalkedin,myheartskippedabit.Iforget

howterrifyinghecanbe,howmuchauthorityhe

possesses.Hedoesn'taskforrespectattimes,he

forcesitoutofyou.That'sonlyifyouarechallenging

me..

Qhuma:Goodmorning

Abo:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

HekissedAboontheforehead,thenkissedmeon

thecheek..

Hesatdown..

Qhuma:Whatareweeating?



Abo:Cereal

Helookedatme..

Me:I'm notfeelingwell,sorryIcouldn'tprepare

breakfast

Qhuma:Iunderstand..Willshoppingmakeyoufeel

better?

Me:I..IthinkI'm goingtoliedown,maybesleep

mostoftheday

Heextendedhishandtome..

Qhuma:WhataboutIrene?

Me:I'llcallher

Qhuma:It'swellmylove,youcansleep.Hopeyou

feelbetterlateron

Abo:Iam notsick,Icandoshopping

Qhuma:Evenifyouweren'tsick,you'dstillgo

Abo:That'strue

Theybothlaughed..



FUTHI

IstoppedbyatVukani'splace.Ijustwantedtosee

thatindeed,there'snegotiations..

Vukani'sdoorwasslightlyopened,Icheckedatthe

kitchen.Therewasnoone,andthedoorwaswide

open.Isnuckintohisroom andcheckedaround.In

thebathroom,IstumbleduponIrene'sunderwear

withamatchingbra.Hungthere.Itookthem andput

them inmybag,theyweredry.Itookhercombtoo

andputitinmybag.Iwentbacktothebedroom,

sawsomeofherfacialproducts.Itooktheface

cream thenquicklywalkedout,andmademywayto

thehouse.

Iknockedtwice,Zuxiecame..

Zuxie:Futhi



Me:Goodmorning

Zuxie:Ididn'texpectyoutoday

Me:Iknow..IjustbroughtMpilosomechangeof

clothes,Iboughthim.Wanthim tolookgood

Zuxie:Ohw..Thankyou

Shetookthem..

Me:Soareyoureadyforthebigday?

Zuxie:Weareready

Inodded..

Zuxie:FuthiIdon'tmeantoberudebut.Ijustwant

youtounderstandthatasoftodayI'm goingtohave

anewdaughterinlaw,ifyoustillwannacomeinmy

house.Pleaseknowthatyouhavetorespect.

Respecther

Me:IunderstandMa,sorryifthisisoutoforder

Zuxie:No..Ijustneedyoutorespectthat'sall

Me:Yesofcourse..Iwishallthebest

Zuxie:Thankyou



Me:I'llfetchMpilotomorrowlate

Zuxie:OkaySisi

Iturnedandwalkedaway...

IRENE

MyGrandmotherwalkedinandlookedatme,she

couldn'tstophertears.Shecoveredhermouthwith

herhands..

Me:AwwGogo,you'llmakemecrytooI'vejustgot

mymakeupdone

Grams:Youlooksobeautiful

Me:Thankyou

Shecameandheldbothmyhands..

Grams:I'm soproudofyouNana,youdon'tknow

howproudyou'vemademe

Me:Iam happythatI'vemadeyouproud



Grams:Everythingwillgowelltoday,don'tworry

Iwipedmytears..

Me:Iknow,solongyouhere..Iknow

ENDA

Hefixedmybraattheback..

Qhuma:Allowme

Ilethim fixit..

Qhuma:Whathappenedlastnightwasnotmeantto

happen,Ithoughtwewerepassyoudisrespecting

meandIwaspassdisciplingyou

Me:Ngiyaxolisa,Ididn'tmeantochallengeyou



Qhumaisaverydangerousandruthlessman

Qhuma:It'sallinthepast

Heturnedmearoundtofacehim..

Qhuma:It'sallinthepast

Hesqueezedmycheek..

Me:It'sallinthepast,sendmyregardstoIreneand

Vukani

Qhuma:Iwill

FUTHI

IstoppedandcalledNqobile..

Me:Girl

Nqo:Girl



Me:Idon'tknowwhattosay,Ifoundmyselfstealing

izintozikaIrene

Nqo:Suchas?

Me:Underwear,bra,combwithtracesofherhair.

Facialproduct,don'tknowwhatIwasdoing

Nqo:Don'tbe,theywillcomeinhandytrustme

Me:NqobileIam notawitch

Nqo:Thengothrowthem awayandwatchIrenelive

happilyeverafterwithyourmanandSon,playing

happyfamilies

Me:Iunderstand,I'llkeepthem

IRENE

Iwastoldtositinthebedroom,butIwon'tuntilthe

Unclesareinthelounge..

Uncle:Theyarestandingatthegate,yougothere.



Youdon'tsayanythingnoropenthegateuntilthey

havetakenoutsomething

Cuz:Ineed

Uncle:Youmustdomorethanjustunderstand.You

keepquiet,don'tsayanythingthenwaitforthem to

placesomemoneyontheground

Cuz:NgiyezwaMalume(Ihearyou)

Uncle:Irenewhyareyoustillhere?Gotothe

bedroom

Imademywaytothebedroom..

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Tookalotofhoursforthefamiliestocomeintoan

agreement,soI'veheard.WhenmyUncletoldme

thateverythingwentwell,Iwasabletorelax.They

settledfor35k,reasonableandI'm happy..

QhumaandTsongahadpulledupatmyplace,we

weresittingoutsidethestoep.Drinkingandplaying

music.MyMom andMpilohadgonetoIrene'splace,

Iwasgoingtogotherelater.Tsongahadbroughtus

somethingtoeatwhenhecame...

"Sthandwasam sengikhathelenjaloungenendlini

sesilele

Wenaufunaimpikahlekahlekuhlemangithetha

Kuwedaliuzongikhumbulamasekwehlakwenyuka



Uzozisolabazakuhurtusajola

Usezozisolabasezakuhurt,uzongikhumbula

masekwehla"

Tsonga:AikewenaVuks,bazok'hurtaukhiphe

amalobola(Youwillbehurtwhilstyouhaveeven

paidlobola)

Wealllaughed..

Qhuma:Areyouhappythoughwithhoweverything

turnedout?

Me:I'm atpeacewitheverything,can'twaitformy

beautifulwifetocomehomelater

Ipickedupmyglass..

Tsonga:Asidakwekokugcinake(Let'sdrinkforthe

lasttime)



IRENE

ItooktheplatetoZuxie..

Zuxie:NgiyabongaRiri(Thankyou)

Ifixedmydressandwentbacktothekitchentoeat

myfood..

Aunty:Kuhleukuthikonkekuhambekahle(It'sgood

thateverythingwentwell)

Me:Metoo

Cuz:Agh..It'llendsoon

Me:Askies?

Cuz:I'm sayingwe'vebeentosuchsituations,

attendedsuchsituationsanditalwaysendsintears



MyCuzhasalwaysbeenlowkeyjealous,butnow

sheishighkeyjealousandshe'snowshowingit..

Aunty:Akukhulunywanjalo(That'snothowyoutalk)

Cuz:It'sthetruth,whyshouldwecomfortherwith

lies?

Me:Excuseme

Iwalkedout,can'tbearoundbadenergy..

ENDA

Ma:Endakodwa

Me:He'sgonebacktohisoldwaysMa

Ma:Manjeyouwanttoleave?



Me:Ithinkso,Ican'ttakeitanymorehereinthis

house..Ifit'snothim,it'shisDaughter.It'sbreaking

meMa,Ican't

Ma:Don'tmakehiestydecisions

Me:Mayouonlysayingthatbecausehesupports

youmonthly

Ma:Endayoutwo,thingsweregoingwellwhat

changed?

Me:HisDaughterispoisonMa

Ma:Thendon'tletherkickyououtofyourhouse!It's

yourhouseEndanothers

Me:Qhumadefendsher!

Ma:QhumaisyourMan,yourHusband.Youshould

knowwhatbuttonstopress,therightbuttons..

HaiboEnda!Youareyoungyoushouldknowthese

things!Youhavewhathasworkedforyouforyears,

useittoyouradvantagekantiwenzani?Youwanna

comebackhereanddowhat?Haveanotherwoman

takeyourplace?HaiboEnda!



Partsofwhatshewassayingweretrue,Ican'tlet

Abogetinbetweenmeandmyhusband..

IRENE

MyAuntcameandsatnexttome,Iwassit

sittingoutside..

Aunt:Don'tletpeoplewithjealousygettoyou

Me:Ithurtswhenitcomesfrom yourownrelatives

Aunt:Whathappenedtoday,mostgirlswantit.

Familyandfriendsalike,don'tlookatthisasiflike

lifewillgetbetterafterhere.Irenewitchesinyour

lifeneversleep,mostgirlswillchallengeyou,they

wouldwannatakeawaywhatyouhave.Don'tgive

them whattheywant,loveyourman,respecthim

andkeeponpraying



Me:NgiyabongaAunty(Thankyou)

Aunty:Youwelcomesisi,don'tletherruinyourday.

It'syourday,nothers

Me:Iknow

FUTHI

Iheardaknock..

Iwalkedovertoopen,itwasNqo..

Me:Nqo

Nqo:SorryI'm late,Ihadsomethingtoattendtoo

Me:Youherenow

Nqo:Konjeuthetheunderwear?

Me:Yes..Obviouslyafterthis,they'llwanttohave



kids..Iftheyhavekids,Idon'thavealegtostandon

Shenoddedrepeatedly..

Nqo:Simshayangeslumo,silamazaisibeletho(We

willruinherwomb)

Me:Ithinkthat'sbetter

Nqo:Alsomakesexveryunbearableforher

Me:Please

Nqo:Anukenjelangaphantsi(Hitherwithabad

smelldownthere)

Me:Manje..Howmuch?



Nqo:R500,it'salottodo.Shemightchargeyou

R500max

Me:Sowhenarewegoing?

Nqo:Lateron

Me:Okaythenlet'shavesomethingtoeatandthen

drinkwineinthemeantime

Nqo:Yesplease!!

Icheckedmyphone,Vukshaduploadedvideoson

whatsappwithregardstothenegotiations..Ifhe's

nottherethenshesentthem tohim.Hiswhole

whatsappstatuseswereabouther..Thejealousyin

mearose..



IhopeNqo'spersonisgood,Iwannaruinthisgirls

life..

VUKANI

Myphonevibrated,itwasmyMom..

Iwalkedawayfrom thenoise..

Me:Howarethingsthere?

Ma:Thingsaregoingwellkantiukuphi?(Whereare

you)

Me:I'm stillchillingnaboTsonga

Ma:HaiboVukani!Weevenfinishedeatingyouwere

supposedtobehere,it'srudeanddisrespectfulyou

weresupposedtoshowyourself

Me:AngishonilaphoMa,representingme



Ma:Ireneseemsupset,Isawhercrying

Me:Ithoughtthenegotiationswentwellwhytears

now?

Ma:Idon'tknow,callher

Me:Okay

Ihungupandcalledher,shedidn'tpickup..

IRENE

Itriedtoignorewhatmycousin,did.Iavoidedherby

allcosts..

IfoundZuxieatthekitchenpouringaglassofcool

drink..

Me:Youshould'veaskedmetodothatforyouMa

Zuxie:AwukodwaRiri,pouringcooldrinkisnot



complicated

Me:Youaguest

Zuxie:It'sokay

Me:Ihopeyouenjoyedthefood

Zuxie:Verymuch..Thankyou

Shesippedonhercooldrink..

Zuxie:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm finejustoverwhelmed

Zuxie:Youcantalktomeifsomethingiswrong

Me:Iknow..NgiyabongaMa(Thankyou)

Zuxie:We'llbeleavingsoon

Me:I'llcontinuepacking

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

LateronwhenIwasaccompaniedtomynewhome,

myAuntandGrandmothertaggedalongtoo.We

weredriventherebyVukani'sUncle.Ihadalotof

luggageforustowalkthere..

Itlookedliketherewasapartyofit'sownthere,

Vukaniandfriendsweresittingoutsidedrinkingand

listeningtomusic.Justguysonly.Iwasmadathim

thathedidn'tshowup,butthatangerquicklyfaded

whenIsawthathewaschillingwithfriendsonly,and

Qhumawastheretoo.He'sarespectableMan,so

I'm notshaken..

Hugswereexchanged,theywerereallyhavingfun...



Zuxie:Kwabayitarvennjelakwami(Myhousehas

turnedintoatarven)

Vuks:Tarvenyonke?Notevenaclub?

Zuxie:Awuyeke,andhelpwiththebags

Grandma:WeeVukaniungazangayini?(Whydidn't

youcome)

Vukani:Ididn'twannaintrudeMa,wewillplana

gatheringofourown

Grandma:Amadoda!

Aunty:TheMen

Welaughed..

Me:Ngibongaukuthikonkekuhambekahle,imali

eyakhosthandwaSamiyonke.UnganikiuIrene

Ngishonecent(Iam happythateverythingwentall,

allthatmoneyisyoursmylove.Don'tgiveIreneeven

acent)

Aunty:Minake?(Whataboutme)

Vukanitookouthiswalletandtookoutsomecash



andgavemyAunt..

MyAuntputitinherbra...

Aunt:Ma..Uzohambawedwangisaphuzaamabeer

ayi2noma3(Mayouwillreturnhomealone,I'llbe

heredrinkingtwoor3beers)

Grandma:Yangenaespotiniinganeyami(My

Daughterjustinvolvedherselfinatarven)

Vukanipulledmeawayfrom thecrowd..

Hepickedmeup..

Me:Yimauzongiwisa(Waityou'lldropme)

Vukani:Let'sgogetthebags



FUTHI

Alotofherbsweresmellinginthehut.Therewas

smokefrom theburningincense.Icoughed..She

wassittinginfrontofus..

IlookedatNqobileshelookedatmetoo..

Me:I..Iam herebecauseIwanttogetbackmybaby

daddy.Hepaidlobolaearliertoday,andIwanthim

back

Nqo:Kahlekahlesifunaukulimazauntombazana

(Wewanttohurtthelady)

Me:Ibroughtherunderwear

Iplaceditdown..



Woman:Ngizolisebenza,ngilingcwabe(Iwillwork

onitandburyit)

Me:Whenwilltheenchantmentstartworking?

Woman:Kuzothathaisikhathinyana,amavikana

meleubenesineke(Itwilltakeawhilebuthave

patience)

Me:Ngiyezwa(Ihear)

Woman:R350

Itookitoutandplaceditonthegrassmat..

IRENE



VukaniandIwedrovemyGrandmotherbackhome,

shewantedtowalkbutVukaniinsisted..

Ihuggedher..

Grams:Uziphathekahle(Takecareofyourself)

Me:IwillIpromise

Grams:Seeyoutomorrowlater,abakwaNtuliare

preparingdinnerforus

Me:Yes

Grams:Sizobonanaksasa(Wewillseeeachother

tomorrow)

Wesharedahug,thenIwalkedbacktothecar..

Vukani:uRight?

Me:Ngiright

Helookedatme..



Vukani:Talktome

Me:Wearemarried

Vukani:Iknow

Me:Ijust..IloveyouandIwantthistowork

Heheldmyhandandkissedit..

Vukani:Iloveyoutoo,andIwouldn'thavedonethis

ifIdidn'tbelieveinus

Me:Ibelieveinustoo

Vukani:Thenlet'sgohomeMaNtuli

Me:Let'sgohome

Wedrovebackhome..

ENDA

Ihadjustfinishedpreparingdinner,Idishedupfor

myselfandstartedeating..WhilstwatchingTVinthe

lounge..



Abowalkedin..

Shesatdownandchangedthechannel,Isighed.I

justgotupandwenttoputtheplateinthe

microwave,Iwenttothebedroom togetmyphone.I

calledIrene..

Irene:Babe!

Vukani:Babe?

Irene:It'sEnda..Endayouonloudspeaker

Vukani:AreyouBisexual?Areyougoingtostealmy

wife?

Ilaughed..

Me:Never!

Irene:Whereareyou?Wemissedyou?

Me:BabeIgotdrunkyesterdayandhurtmyself

Irene:Ohno..Areyouokaythough?Areyoubadly



hurt?

Vukani:YekaniimbhobiEndamayinihlula(Quit

drinkingifalcoholdefeatsyou)

Me:Haisuka!WhereareyouBabe?

Me:Wedrivingbackhomefrom droppingoffmy

Grandmother,wannacome?Qhumaistherejust

iChillasnyana

Maybeitwon'tbeabadidea,I'dratherspendmy

timesomewhereelsebutherewiththisbrat!

Me:I'm coming

Ihungup..

FUTHI

Me:Ihopeukuthilentoizosebenza(Ihopethatthing

willwork)



Nqo:ThatwomanisstrongMogirl,trusther

Me:Ido

Nqo:Youwillhaveyourmanbacksoondon'tworry

Me:Ihopeso

Nqo:Let'sdrinkandthencallitanight

IRENE

Zuxie:Haichangizowuthiniumsindo?Solalanjani?

(It'stoonoisy,howwillIsleep)

Mpilo:Mamncanelook

Ilookedathim..

Mpilo:Jellytots

Me:NicecanIhavesome?

Mpilo:Yes

Zuxie:I'm gladthatMpilohasanotherMothertoo,



uFuthiIdon'ttrusthernje

Me:Mpiloisalovelykid,it'sdifficultnottolovehim

Zuxie:That'sverytrue

Me:ShouldItellhim tolowerthemusicyouwanna

sleep?

Zuxie:AhhevenNoBab'Ntuliisoutsidesoforget,I'll

trytosleepthroughthenoise

Me:Metoo,I'm tired..Justwannabathandsleep

Zuxie:Mpilo..Cometakeabathsowecangoand

sleep

Mpilo:Okay

Me:GoodnightBabycomeandgivemeahug

Mpilowalkeduptomeandgavemeahug...

Me:GoodnightIloveyou

Mpilo:IloveyoutooMamncane

Me:GoodnightMa

Zuxie:GoodnightSisi,seeyoutomorrowmorning

.



Tobecontinued
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IRENE

[AMONTHLATER]

AfterourLobolalastmonth,VukaniandIagreedon

havingababy.Istoppedtakingthepills,wenttothe

Drandhecheckedme.Toldmethatthepillsdidn't

affectme..

Iwassittingonthetoilet,onmyperiods.Startedmy

periodsyesterday.IhadreallythoughtthatIwas

pregnantandtheperiodpainswereextreme.Iwiped

mytearsandgotup,forsomereasonmyperiod

blood.Itwasclots,smellydarkredclots.Hadtoput

onascentedpadjustforthesmell..

VUKANI



Qhuma:Whatwillhappenifwetakethisroute?

Me:Lookatthetape,thatroadistoobusy.How

aboutwehitthem here?

Tsonga:Arewereallygoingintothedrugbusiness?

Qhuma:Nowenot..Justthatthisstashisgoingto

makeusalotofmoney.1millestimated

Me:Whoownsthisbusiness?

Qhuma:HisnameisGuzik,hisstashiscomingwith

aship.Thenoffloadedtothistruckandthistruck

willtakethestashtohiswarehousethat'swhenwe

hitit

Boyzini:ThisGuzik?Howdangerousishe?

Qhuma:Verydangerous

Me:Sowhyarewegoingintoasuicidemission?

Qhuma:Boyswehitafedilitytrucknotsolongago,I

believeinus..Ibelieveinthis

Tsonga:Onemillionisalotofmoneythough



Qhuma:Sowecantry?

Me:NowthatIreneandIaretryingforababy,I'm in

Qhuma:Howisthatgoing?

Me:Waitingforhertotakeapregnancytest,shehas

beenfeelingstrangelatelysoshesuspectsshe's

pregnant

Boyzini:Congratulationsinadvance

Myphonerang,itwasIrene..

Me:ExcuseMe

Iwalkedawaytoanswer..

Me:Skado

Iheardhercrying...

Me:What'swrong?

Irene:Iwokeuponmyperiods



Iexhaled...

Me:It'sokayBaby..Wecantryagain

Irene:IwassurethatIwaspregnant(crying)

Me:Iknowithurts

Irene:Mythingsaren'tgoingwell.Iwasletgoat

work,I'm unemployed,Ican'tevenfallpregnant..

Somethingsosimple(Crying)

Me:It'snotlikewefinanciallystrandedBaby,weare

married.I'm yourMan,I'lltakecareofyouit'smy

duty

Irene:Ijustlikebeingindependent

Me:Iknow..Youwillfindanotherjob

Irene:Okay

Me:Iloveyousomuchandthisisaminorsetback,

wewillbefine

Irene:Iloveyoutoo

Me:I'llseeyoulater

Irene:OkayBaby



Ihungup..

FUTHI

Iwonderwhat'shappeningbetweenVukaniand

Irene,Ihaven'tseenanysignsofthem having

problemsnorthreateningtobreakup.

Iwonderifthatwomanisreallypowerful.

IwasatKFCwithNqobile..

Nqo:Mnganistopbeingparanoid,thatwomanhas

helpedmealot.Youwillfindthatthingsaregoing

accordingtoplan,justthatyou'llneverseeyoudon't

staywiththem 24hours

Me:Ithoughtbynowshewould'vepackedherbags



andwenthome

Nqo:Bepatientsthandwasam

Inodded..

IRENE

WhenZuxiecheckeduponmesherealizedIwasn't

feelingwell,shehadmecomeinsidethehouse.Lie

onthecouch,withaminiblanketandahotwater

bottleonmytummy.Thepainkillerswerehelping

easethepainabit..

Iam soblessedtohaveaMotherinlawlikeher,

she'slovingandhasakindheart.Shedoesn'ttreat

melikeaDaughterinlaw,butherDaughter.She

broughtmethebowlofsoup..

Me:ThankyouMa

Zuxie:Chickensoup,it'sanoldrecipe



Me:Thankyou,youaresokindtome

Thandoshowedup,pushingherbigtummy.

Shesatontheothercouch.Shewasmeanttohave

givenbirthlastmonth,it's10monthsnow..

Zuxie:ShouldIalsomakeyouachickenbowlsoup?

Thando:Please

Ithinkbambophile,becauseherboyfriendandbaby

daddyleftherforanothergirl.Thegirlmighthave

donesomething.It'ssadbecauseherMotherisa

Christian,ahardcoreoneforthatmatter..

ENDA

Thespoiledbratwasgone,Iwasrelieved.Nowlife

wentbacktonormal..



Ireceivedacallfrom astranger,Futhi..

Futhi:Longtime

Me:Longtimeindeed

Futhi:Weshouldcatchup

Me:Uhm FuthiIdon'twannasoundrudebut..Irene

ismyfriendandIdon'tthinkyouandIshouldbe

closeanymore

Futhi:MeandIrenearefinethelasttimeIchecked,

soIdon'tknowwhyyouinheritingbattlesthatare

notyours

Me:I'm notchoosinganybattle,Ijustfeelit's

importantthatyouandIdon'tbefriendsanymore.It

feelsawkwardforme

Futhi:Ihavenevertakenyouasonetoinherit

enemiesthatarenotyours

Me:ByeFuthi

Futhi:Bye



VUKANI

Qhuma:Weneedtohitthetruckbeforeitmakesitto

thewarehouse

Me:Onthisroad,it'sslightlybusy

Boyzini:Wecanpuncturethetyres

Me:Goodidea

Tsonga:Thisroadisnotentirelyquiet,there'sat

least3or4carspassingthrougheveryhour

Me:Wehavetohititbeforecarscome,timingisvery

important

Tsonga:Okay

BONE

Ihadadream aboutMpilo.Mpiloisgoingtosuffer

herMother'ssins,Isawherdyingapainfuldeath.



There'snothingIcando,Ican'tstopit.There'salot

thatFuthiisdoingthatshe'sgoingtoneedtoface

theconsequencesofheractions.Plus,Inolonger

wannagetinvolved.IfIsaysomething,theymight

sayI'm theoneplottingforherdeath,soIwon'tdo

anything.

.
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BONE

Iconsultedwiththeundergroundgang,Ineeded

moreclarityonmydream.IsFuthigoingtodie?

What'shappening?

Iwasshowntheshadowofdeathloomingaround

herhome,theplacethatsheoccupiescurrently.The

shadowstandsatthedoorstepwaitingtoclaim a

life.EitherHers,orMpilo's.Iwasalsoshownwhat

she'scurrentlydoingonIrene,myheartwas

unsettled.WhatmakesFuthitobethisvile?YesI've

hurtherbutthisisevil..

ItookmyphoneandcalledVukani..

Vuks:Whatdoyouwant?



Me:Mbhem,IknowthatyouandIhaveissues.Had

issues

Vuks:Issuesyoucallthem?Theseain'tissuesyou

betrayedme

Me:Okayfine,youfeelwhatyoufeelandit'sokay.

Butlisten

Vuks:Idon'twannalistentoanythingyouhaveto

say

Hehungup..

IRENE

Iwasfeelingabitbetterfrom howIfeltearlieron

butZuxiestilldidn'twantmedoingmuchwork..

Endawasaround..Shecametovisit,wesatoutside..

Me:Ican'tbelieveshewouldactuallycontactyou



knowingverywellyouaremyfriend

Enda:Idon'ttrustthatwoman,pleasebecareful

Me:Iwill

Enda:What'swrong?Youseem bothered

Me:VukaniandIhavebeentryingforababy,Iwoke

upthismorningonmyperiods

Enda:It'snoteasy,justdon'tgiveup.Manywomen

finditdifficulttoconcieve

Me:YabuttheDrsaidI'm okay,nothingiswrong

withme

Enda:Thenkeepontrying,IalsohadproblemsuntilI

gaveup

Me:Shamemaan

Enda:I'm alright,QhumahasenoughKidstostress

me

Me:I'm justgladMpiloiswellbehaved

Enda:Youarelucky



VUKANI

Isawhim,hewasdinningwithanothergentleman.

Privatetable,seemedlikeaseriousmeeting.Ifixed

mysuitanddowneddownmyglassofwhiskey.Igot

upandmademywaytotheirtable..

Me:Goodday

Theybothlookedatme...

Me:Vukani

Theystilllookedatme..

Me:Guzik?

Guzik:Yes?

Me:Youdon'trememberme?

Guzik:Idon'tthinkI'vemetyoueverinmylife

Me:Iam notsurprisedthatyoudon'trememberme,

youhavealotofclients

Guzik:ThatIdo



Me:Yousoldmeabatchofcoke,thefinest

Helookedatthegentleman..

Guzik:Leaveus

Thegentlemanbowedalittleandwalkedaway..

Isatdownonhischair..

Guzik:Idon'tliketobeambushedwhenI'm having

lunchwithabusinessassociate

Me:Mysincereapologies

Guzik:WhatcanIdoforyou?

Me:Ineedabatch

Hepickeduphiswhiskeyanddrank..

QHUMA

Tsonga:DoyouthinkthatVukaniwillbeabletopull

itoff?



Me:Vukaniissmartwehavetotrusthim

Boyzini:Cokeisadangerousbusinesstoembarkon

Me:Anditalsohasalotofmoney,wecan'trelyon

Heistsonly.There'salotofheatthere

Tsonga:Understood

IRENE

Twocopswalkedin,IwasstillsittingwithEnda..

Cop1:Goodday

Me:Goodday

Cop1:WearelookingforVukaniNtuli

Me:He'snothere

Cop1:Whenwillhebeback?

Me:Iam notsure

Cop2:Whereishe?



Me:Heworksatthelocalbottlestore

Cop1:Pleasetellhim tocomeatthepolicestation,

ifwedon'tfindhim atthebottlestore

Me:Okay..Whatisitabout?

Cop1:Routinecheckup

Enda:Why?He'snotoutonParolemoss

Cop1:I'm sorrywhoareyou?

Me:I'lllethim know

Cop1:Thankyou

Theywalkedaway...

Thatwasstrange,whathasVukanidone?

VUKANI

Guzik:Youdon'tstrikemeasadrugLord

Me:Youdon'tstrikemeasadrugsponsor



Guzik:AbatchisR10000

Iwhistled..

Guzik:AdrugLordalwayshasmoneytobuy

Me:Ijuststartednotlongago

Guzik:Isee..Halfabatch5k..That'sthebestIcan

do

Me:I'lltakeit

Guzik:Good,givemeyourdetailsandI'llcontactyou

Me:Let'scallthewaitertogivemeapenandpaper

FUTHI

IhadcometovisitmyMother'shouse..

Ma:IheardthatVukanipaidlobolaforagirlnamed

Irene



Me:Iknow

Shechuckled..

Ma:UsuhlulweyiBhantinti(Anexcondefeatedyou)

Me:MaI'm notheretofight,justwantedtoseehow

youholdingup

Ma:I'm goodFuthi

Me:Ibroughtyousomegroceries

Ma:Withwhatmoneydidyoubuy?Younotworking

Me:Vukanigivesmemoney

Ma:Chake..Ngiyabonga,youcanleavewithyour

groceries

Me:Whyyoualwayshavetobelikethis?I'm trying

Ma:Idon'twantyoutryanythingFuthi,youwantme

toacceptgroceriesfrom anexcon?Foodbought

withbloodmoney?

Me:He'sworkingatthebottlestoreMa



Ma:Sincewhendoesabottlestorepaysomeone

enoughtobuygroceriesatcheckers?

Me:He'stryingMa

Ma:Idon'tcare!Celauhambe(Pleaseleave)

VUKANI

Webothstoodup,Itiedmyjacket..

Me:Pleasuredoingbusinesswithyou

Guzik:Pleasuredoingbusinesswithyoutoo

Me:I'llbeintouch

Guzik:Verywell

Weexchangedahandshake..

IRENE



IcalledVukani,hedidn'tpickup.Itriedhim untilhe

pickedup..

Vukani:Gogoobovu,howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:Better

Vukani:Gladtohearthat,doyouwantmetobring

youyourfavoritemeal?

Me:Yesplease

Vukani:Sendmeatexttoremindme

Me:Ukuphi?(Whereareyou)

Vukani:GettingstockbutI'm comingback

Me:2copswerehere

Vukani:Why?

Me:I'm notsure

Vukani:That'sweird

Me:Theysayukuthiyoumustgotothepolice

stationtoseethem



Vukani:Whoisthedetective?

Me:Forgottoask

Vukani:It'sokay..I'llgothere

Me:OkayIloveyou

Vukani:Iloveyoutoo

VUKANI

ImetupwithQhumaandtheothers,theywere

surveillancing..

Qhuma:Howdiditgo?

Me:Itwentwell

Qhuma:Hedidn'tsuspectanything?

Me:No..Wewillbuyabatchfor5k

Qhuma:Good

Me:Ihavetogotothepolicestation



Tsonga:Why?

Me:Somecopsstoppedbyatmyhouse

Boyzini:Youthinktheysuspectingabouttheheist?

Me:Idon'tknow..I'llhavetogocheck

Qhuma:Let'sgo

.
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VUKANI

Wedrovestraighttothepolicestationtohearwhat

wasgoingon.Itoldthem thattwocopscametomy

houseaskingaboutme,QhumaandIsatatthe

reception..

Oneofthem walkedout,Iknowhim.Iknowexactly

whoheis.He'sthesamecopthatarrestedme.They

callhim Ngoziaroundhere..

Hewalkeduptous,Istoodup..

Me:Ngozi

Ngozi:Vukani

Me:Iheardyouwereatmyhouse



Ngozi:Yes..Wearefollowingupontheheistthat

happenedsometimeago,sinceyouwerearrested5

yearsago.YouweremyPersonofinterest

Me:Iwasarrestedforthepossessionofillegal

firearms,notheistrelated

Ngozi:Yesthat'swhathappened,butIam deadsure

deepdownthatyouwereinvolvedinthatheist5

yearsago

Qhuma:Thisisharassment,Vukanihasbeen

workingwithmeatthebottlestore

Ngozi:I'm sorrywhoareyou?

Qhuma:Qhuma

Ngozi:Isee

Me:Am Iimplicatedintheheistthathappeneda

whileback?

Ngozi:No

Me:Doyouhaveanyproofthatimplicatesmetothe

heist?

Ngozi:No



Me:Sowhatdoyouwant?

Ngozi:YouwereskilledinPrison,wasabletosell

cigarettes,weed,andotherillegalthings.Sneak

them in.Iwouldn'tpassitbyyouthatyouwere

responsiblefortheheistatthepostofficeoreven

involved

Me:Untilyouhaveproof,pleasedon'tharassmeand

myfamilyagain

Iwalkedout,Qhumafollowedme..

IRENE

IsatnexttoThando..

Thando:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Theperiodpainsarecomingandgoing,my

wombfeelshot.I'm sweating,hadtobathagain

Thando:Theonlynicethingaboutthepregnancyis

thatIam exemptedfrom theperiodpains



Me:ThandowhatdidtheDrsay?10monthsisalot

ofmonths

Thando:Heseesnothingbuthewillinducelabour

soon

Me:Isee

Thando:Why?

Me:Idon'tknow,whydon'tyouseesomeone?

Someonewhocanseewhat'sgoingon

Thando:Asangoma?

Me:Sortoff

Thando:MyMotherwouldkillme!

Me:ItcouldbesomethingofwitchcraftandIthink

youshouldconsult

Thando:IhadsuspectedbecausemyBabyDaddy's

newgirlfriendsworethatmybabydaddywasnot

goingtobeinvolvedinourbaby'slifeandhim just

actingoutonmehatingmefornoreason.I'm just

gladVukaniishereandhe'sgoingtohelpuntilIfind

something



Me:That'swhyIthinkyoushouldconsult

Thando:Wouldyougowithme?

Me:Ofcourse

Thando:MyMothershouldn'tknowaboutthis

Me:Yeswewon'ttellanyone

FUTHI

IlookedatMpilo.Mpiloisallergictomushrooms,

andrightnowI'm desperate.SoIboughthim apizza

withmushrooms,hewillhaveanallergicreaction.

NothingmajorbutI'llbeabletotakeVukaniaway

from IreneforafewdaysasMpilofallssick.Vukani

lovesMpiloandIknowhewillbebyhisside..

IlookedatMpilo..

Me:Isitnice?



Henodded..

Me:Good

QHUMA

Weweredrivingbackhome..

Me:Canwepassbyatthemall,IwannabuyIrene

somethings.She'snotfeelingwell

IwasonlydrivingwithQhuma.BoyziniandTsonga

werealreadyinthehood.Wedepartedfrom them as

QhumaandIcamehere..

Qhuma:ThisNgozinibastard,hehasitinforyou

Me:Helonghashaditinforme

Qhuma:HaiMbhem,Iwilltakeyoutomyperson



bakuqinisebecausethisisnotgoodforusespecially

sincewearegoingtothedrugbusiness

Me:Yaahe'sgoingtobeathorninourway

FUTHI

Ikeptonpacingupanddown.Itwasasmallpizza,

theallergicreactionusuallykicksinsoon,afterafew

minutesofingesting,justrashalloverhisbody

nothingserious.Anitchypainfulrashthatgoesaway

withanointmentandantibioticssuspensionforkids

Nqo:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:I'm goodwenaunjani?

Nqo:I'm good..Yousounddownwhat'swrong?

Me:ThisfriendofmineEnda,sheturnedonmeever

sinceshebecamefriendswithIrene.Shepoststheir

picturesonFacebookconstantly,shepostedabout

Irene'sweddingnjeaii



Nqo:Ahhleavehershewasn'tfaithfultobeginwith

Me:Yaamaybe

Nqo:Zobarightmaan

Me:Hopefully

IRENE

ThandolookedatMe,welookedatZuxie.Wewere

allsittingintheloungewatchingTV,shewas

readingherBible..

Thando:Ma

Zuxielookedather..

Thando:TomorrowIreneandIwearegoingtothe

mall,Iwanttobuyafewclothesforthebaby

Thando:YouareverypregnantThando,you

shouldn'tbegoinganywhere.Imagineifyougive

birthatthemall



Thando:Wewon'tbelong

Zuxie:Okaythen

Ireallywantforhertogethelp,thisisnotright..

FUTHI

Mpilo:Mybodyisitchy

Me:Letmesee

Hewasscratchinghimself.

Me:Don'tscratchMpilo

Mpilo:Butit'sitchy

Me:Letmegettheaqueous,ifitgetsserious.

TomorrowmorningI'lltakeyoutotheDr

Iwentandgottheaqueous..

Me:HeretalktoyourDad



IdialedhisnumberandgaveMpilothephone,Iwent

togettheaqueouscream.Iputhim onloudspeaker..

Vukani:Futhi

Mpilo:Daddyit'sme

Vukani:Champ,areyouokay?

Mpilo:Nomybodyispainfulanditchy

Vukani:What'swrong?

Me:MpiloisallergictoMushrooms,Ithinkheate

somethingwithMushrooms

Vukani:HowFuthi?

Me:I'm notsure,hewasplayingwithkidsfrom next

doormaybetheyatesomethingpizzaorsomething

Vukani:Howbadisit?

Me:Iwillusehisaqueouscream,ifhe'sstillnotwell

bytomorrow.I'lltakehim totheDr

Vukani:OkayI'llcallyouguyslater



Me:Okaythankyou

Vukani:Sharp

Me:Sharp

.
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FUTHI

ThenextmorningMpilohadtoberushedtothe

hospital.Hewasgettingworse.Idon'tunderstand,

he'shadmushroomsbefore,healwaysrecovered.I

don'tknowwhythisallergicreactionhasgotten

intense..

Ipacedupanddownwithmyheartonmyknees,

whathaveIdone?.Iusedmyownchildinpursuitof

amanthatclearlydoesn'twantmeanymore,my

trustinthelovethatwesharedyearsagomademe

believethathewasgoingtofindhiswaybacktome..

Vukaniwalkedin,hesawmeandwalkeduptome..

Vukani:Futhiwhathappened?



Me:Idon'tknowhejust..He..

Vukani:Whydidyouevenlethim eatmushrooms

whenyouknowexactlythathe'sallergic?Couldn't

youtellMpilonottoeatfoodfrom otherpeople's

housestopreventsuch?

Me:Ohhpleasekillme!Don'tyouthinkIfeelbad

enough?Don'tyouthinkIblamemyselfenough?I

don'tneedyoustandingthereandblamingme!

Vukani:WhatdidtheDrsay?

Me:Stillwaiting

IRENE

Ididn'tsleepwelllastnight.Thecrampswere

unbearable.Thismorningtheywereworse.Vukani

hadtogotothehospital,Mpilowasadmitted.

Apparentlyhehadeatenmushroomsandhe's

allergictothem.



ZuxiesaidthatweshouldgototheDr,mywombfelt

hot.LikeIhadagrenadeinside.Myflowwasheavy,

andIwassweatingtoo.

Itriedtositstillonthechairbutthecrampswere

gettingworseandworse,IpressZuxie'shand

becauseIwasalsostrugglingtobreath.Itwasthat

bad,Iwasgettingdizzyandweaktoo.Shegotup

andwenttothereceptionist,wewere3rdinline.The

receptionistbroughtawheelchairforme,they

helpedmefrom thechairtotheconsultingroom..

Theywereputtingmeaheadoftheline..

Receptionist:PhephisaSisi(Askies)

Iwashelpedtothebed..

Zuxie:Kodwayini,uMpilonoIrene(What's

happening,it'sbothMpiloandIrene)

Shepulledthechairandsatnexttothebed,sheheld



myhand..

Me:NgicelaufoneleuVukani(PleasecallVukanifor

me)

IfeltlikeIwasdying..

FUTHI

Hisphonerang.Hetookitoutandlookedatit,he

putitbackinhispocket..

ItcouldbeIrene,theplanisworkingbutatthe

expenseofmySon.Ididn'twantittoworkatthe

expenseofMpilo,Iwantedmyfamilyback..

TheDrcametous..Hetookoffhissurgicalmask..



Me:HowismySondoing?Ishegoingtobeokay?

Hesighed..

Dr:I'm sorry

Me:No..No..Pleasedon'tsaythat

Dr:I'm trulysorry

Vukani:No..Youaregoingtogobackinthereand

helpmySon!!

Dr:Hehadproblemsbreathing,whenwetriedtoput

him ontheventilatormachineitwastoolate.I'm

trulysorry

Me:No..No..No!!

Iwentdownonmyknees..



Vukani:Youdon'tunderstand,mySonmeansmore

tomethanlifeitself.Ihavejustreconnectedwith

him,thisshouldn'tbehappening..It'snotright,it's

notright!!

Futhi:Nkosiyamilekelela(Godhavemercy)

Dr:I'm trulysorry

Hewalkedaway..

Dr:I'm sorry

[Silence]

Vukaniturnedandlookedatme..

Vukani:I'llneverforgiveyouforthis,youkilledmy



Son!I'llneverforgiveyou

Hewalkedout...

IRENE

TheDrfinallycameinmymistofpain.Wecouldn't

getaholdofVukani..

TheDrgavemeaninjection,thenhegotmesome

medstoo..Heaskedalotofquestionsfirst,wasI

pregnant?Incaseitwasspontaneousabortion.The

injectionhelpedeasethepain,itkickedinafterafew

minutes

Hetoldmetocomebacknextweekorifthepain

doesn'tsubsidizewiththemedicationIshould

come..



ZuxieandIwalkedouttothecar,Iwasabletowalk

butIwasstillweak..

FUTHI

Ilookedathim,hewaslaidonthebedasiflikehe

wassleeping.Iforcedtoseehim,beforethey

becauseIdidn'tbelievethathewasgone..

Nurse:Isthereanyonewecancallforyou?

Iheldhislittlehand..

Me:I'm sosorry

Nurse:Canwecallsomeoneforyou?

Ihuggedhim..

Me:I'm trulysorry(crying)

IRENE



Zuxie:Ireneyouhavetorest

Me:NgiyabongaMa(ThankyouMa)

Zuxie:I'llmakeyoualightmeal,drinkwarm water

andrest

Me:WereyouabletogetaholdofVukani?

Zuxie:Itkeptonringing

Me:Iwonderhowthingsaregoingthere

Zuxie:Metoo,wewillhearfrom him whenhegets

back

Me:Yes,IhopeuzobarightuMpilo

Zuxie:Metoo

VUKANI

IpulledoverasIcouldn'tstopmytearsfrom falling..



Ifacedupandwipedmyfacewithmyt-shirt.

Ineverthoughtmyheartwouldbreaklikethisone

day,Ididn'tfeellikegoing.Iwasdone,Futhikilled

me.Killedmyreasontolive...

FUTHI

Nqowalkedin..

IhadgiventheNurseshernumbers,Ididn'tknow

anyoneelsethattheycouldcall..

Shesatnexttome..

Nqo:Futhi

Me:I..Didsomethingstupid

Shehuggedme..



Me:Ididsomethingverystupid(Crying)

Nqo:AskiesSisi

.
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IRENE

IhatedisappointingPeople,anddisappointing

Thandowasnotinthelist.ThoughIhadnocontrol

overthematter,Iwokeupdogsick..

Vukaniwalkedinlateron,helookeddistraught.We

lookedathim.Hesatonthecouchandcoveredhis

headwithhishands.

Me:What'swrong?

Tearsstreameddown,IthinkIknowwhathappened.

Vukaniwouldn'tjustcry,amandoesn'tcrythat

easily....

Zuxie:Vukaniwhathappened?



Vukani:Mpiloisnomore

Thewholeroom wentquiet..

Zuxie:WhatdoyoumeanMpiloisnomore?

Vukani:UsishiyileMa(Hehasleftus)

Ilookedathim..

Thiswasunbelievable,Mpilowasahealthyboy.How

didthishappen?Hisdeath?Happensoquickly?..

Zuxie:OhhhhhhNkosiyamiBabayini?

Hecouldn'tcontrolhimself,hegotupandwalked

out..Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

FUTHI

IwantedtoburyuMpilowhereIcurrentlylive,butit's

asecludedplaceandhedeservestobeburiedina



dignifiedway.SoIwantthefuneraltotakeplaceat

myMother'shouse,it'sonlyfairandjust..

NqoandIdrovetoherplacefrom thehospital..

NqoexplainedsinceIwasnotstrongenoughtodo

so..

Ma:NiyabonaizintozokungalaleliFuthi(Youseethis

thingofyoursofnotlisteningnorbeingrespectful)

Me:Ma..MySondied,Idon'tthinkthisisthetimeto

fight

Ma:Ofcourse..KodwanomatterhowevilIwas

madetoseem butifMpilowasstilllivinghere,he

wouldstillbealive

Me:Maybe

Ma:Ohwwell,whatcanIsay.Okwenzekile,

kwenzekile(Whathashappened,hashappened)

Shegotup..



Ma:Nqobileangithi?

Nqo:YeboMa

Ma:Pleasecomehelpmemovethingsfrom the

bedroom

Nqo:OkayMa

IRENE

Iwenttotheoutsideroom.Hewaslayingonthebed

facinguplisteningtoacertainsong:

"AndI'm grindin'tilI'm attacked

Theysay"Youain'tgrindin'tilyoutired"

SoI'm grindin'withmyeyeswide

Lookingtofind,awaythroughtheday

Alight,forthenight

DearLord,you'vedonetooksomanyofmypeople

butI'm justwonderin'why



Youhaven'ttakenmylife?

Likewhatthehellam Idoingright?"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay,Ihaven'tlostababysoI

don'treallyunderstandhispain..

Me:Vukani

Helookedatme..

Hegotupandswitchedthemusicoff..

Me:I'm sorry

Hesatupstraightonthebed..

Vukani:Comehere

Iwalkeduptohim,andsatontopofhim.Hehugged

meverytightandburiedhisheadonmycleavage..

Me:I'm trulysorry



ENDA

IrenetextedmeandtoldmethatMpiloisnomore,I

toldQhuma..

Qhuma:NowVukaniwillbedistractedwhenwego

outthereanddoourjob

Me:Really?YourfriendjustlosthisSon.Hisonly

childandyouthinkingaboutwork?

Qhuma:Youright,Idosympathizewithhim.We

shouldsendsomeflowersnextdoorandaskwhere

wecanhelp

Me:Yesplease

IRENE

Vukani:Shewascareless,howdoyounottellthose



closethatyourSonisallergictomushrooms?Futhi

killedMpiloandI'm nevergoingtoforgiveher.I'm

goingtomakeherpay

Me:Iunderstandthatyouarehurting,butBabyI

don'tthinkFuthiwouldputherSon'shealthinthe

jeaorpady.Shemovedhim awayfrom atoxic

environment

Vukani:IfsheonlyletmetakemySon

Me:Iknow..Iknow..

FUTHI

Iwassittingonthemattress,wewon'tkeephim for

toolong.Hehastobeburiedsoon..



IkeptonthinkingaboutthepizzaIgavehim,kepton

thinkingabouthowhewaseatingitandenjoyingit.

Tearsstreameddown,mychestfeltveryhot.I

wantedtodie,Iwantedtofollowhim..

Nqo:NaliitiyaSisi(here'syourtea)

Ishookmyhead..

Nqo:MeleudleSisi(Youhavetoeatsomething)

Me:WilleatingbringmySonback?

Nqo:Futhi

Me:Ngicelaungishiyekancance(pleaseleavemea

little)

Sheleftme...

IRENE

Hefellasleep,itwasbetterthathewassleeping..



Iwenttothehouse,Zuxieseemedtobeinherown

feelingstoo..

Iwon'tlie,Iwasalsohurt.IlovedMpilo,Ilovedher

withallmyheart..

Zuxie:Unjani?(Howishe)

Me:He'ssleeping

Zuxie:That'sbetter

Me:HesaysthatMpiloatemushroomsandhe's

allergictomushrooms

Zuxie:HowcanFuthibethisnegligent?

Me:Idon'tthinkshediditonpurpose,Idon'tthink

there'saMotherwhocanharm herchildlikethaton

purpose

Zuxie:Noyouright,she'snottoblameshe'salso

hurting



Me:That'strue..WehavetobethereforVukani

Zuxie:YespleaseIrene,wehavetobethereforhim

Me:I'llcheckuponhim lateron

.

Tobecontinued

Sidenote:

Beloved

Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningwiththePandemicof

Markcomingforwriters.Myeditorswehavebeen

tryingtogetmebacktohelpaccessthepages..

PleasebearwithusIknowit'sfrustratingonboth

sides.EvenSandisiweGxabagotbothheraccounts

disabled.



Ourbonuswillfollowthroughlater
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FUTHI

ThedaysleadingtoMpilo'sfuneralwereemotionally

exhausting.EverydayIwouldwakeupthinkingthatI

wouldhearhim callingme,hearhim talkingoreven

seehim runninguptome.EverydaywhenIdon't

hearhisvoice,itvalidatesthathe'snevercoming

back.IfeltlikeIwaslosingmymind,feltlikeIwas

goingtogocrazy.Hewasverysmart,hadhislife

aheadofhim.Funny,alwayscheerful.Myonly

reasontokeeponevenwhenthingswerebadis

gone,andI'm responsibleforhisdeath.PutmySon

indangerforamanthatIdon'tevenhave..

MyMothersatnexttomeonthemattress,Vukani's

familydidn'tbothershowingup.Idon'tknowifthey

blamemeoriftheydon'twanttocreatedrama,after

all.There'sstillbadbloodthatexistsbetweenthe

twofamilies..



MyMotherseemedunbotheredbyeverything,she

washerusualself.Laughingoutloud,chattinglike

wedon'thaveafuneraltomorrow..

Herpresencewasirritating,sheseemedhappy.She

seemedtobegloatingbecauseshekeptontelling

methatifMpilowasstillhere,hewouldn'thave

died...

IRENE

Iwasfeelingmuchbetterandmyflowwaslighter

now,bynextweekI'llprobablybedone.It'sunusual,

Ihaveneverhadmyperiodforthislong..

IwaitedoutsideforThando,shewasinconsulting.

Wefinallymadeit..



Ididn'twannaimpose,suchthingsareprivate.

Shouldletherhaveherprivacy..

Shewalkedoutholdinga2litrebottlewithliquid

inside..

Me:Hey

Igotupfrom thesmallbench..

Me:Howdiditgo?

Thando:Hai..

Sheputthebottleinaplastictheninsideherbag..

Westartedwalkingtocatchataxi..

Me:Howdiditgo?

Thando:Indeedthegirlungibophile

Me:Eish

Thando:ButshesaidthatIshoulddrinkonecupa

day,whenIfinishIshouldbeabletogointolabour



Me:That'sbetter

Thando:ThankyouIrene,thankyouforpayingtoo

Me:It'sokay..Justhavetokeepthisawayfrom

Mom's

Thando:Yesplease

VUKANI

Me:Pleasebringmeanotherglass

Muzi:Bhozasekuyiglassles'4(Thisisthe4thglass)

Me:Keepthem coming

Qhumawalkedin..

Qhuma:Bringaglassofwater

Muzi:YeboBhoza

Heplacedhisphoneandcarkeysonthetable,

pulledthechairandsatdownoppositeme..



Qhuma:Howwilldrinkingyourselftoyourlivergoing

tohelp?

Me:Idon'tneeda3rddegreelecture

Qhuma:Vukani,you'vebeendrinkingyourselftoa

livercirrhosiseversinceMpilo'sdeath

Me:Whyareyouhere?

Qhuma:YourSonisgettingburiedtomorrow,thisis

nothowyouhonourhim

Me:Ifyounotgoingtoallowmetodrinkinyour

bottlestore,there'stonsmore

Igotupandwalkedout...

FUTHI

Ma:Futhisengiyahambake,ngiyogezauMpilo(Futhi

I'm leavingtogobathMpilo)

Me:Ishouldbetheonedoingit



Ma:Youareinnostatetodoso

Me:He'smySon

Ma:He'smyGrandson!Nqobileuzohambanami

futhiweareevenlate.Ihavehisfavoriteoutfit,we

goingtodresshim upinthat

Nqobile:Wewillseeyouwhenwegetback

Theywalkedout.

MyAuntPinkywalkedin,rightaftertheyleft.Iwish

shewasmyMother.Sheunderstandsmebetter

thanmyownMother,lovesmebettertoo..

Shecameandsatnexttome..

Pinky:Selizelafikalelilanga(Thetimehasfinally

come)

Me:Mamncane



Shelookedatme..

Me:IkilledmySon

Pinky:Futhidon'teverthinklikethat

Me:Igavehim thatpizza,Iboughtitforhim.Ijust

wantedhim togetaminorallergicreaction,Iwas

seekingVukani'sattentionandIthinkIdiditinthe

wrongway.IputmySoninharm'sway

Pinky:Futhi

Me:Ikilledhim

Shefixedtheminiblanketaroundmyshoulders..

Pinky:Shhhh,don'teversaysuchthings..Don'ttalk

likethat

Shehuggedme..

Pinky:Don'tspeaklikethat..Everagain!

IRENE

Wegotsomethingtoeat,thenafterwewenthome



beforeZuxiesuspectsanything.Weboughtafew

clothestoo..

Whenwegothome,shewasn'taround.Thandowent

toherbedroom torest..

Ialsomademywayoutside..

VukanihasbeentakingMpilo'sdeathdifficult.He

hasn'tbeenhimselflately.Hedrinkslikeafish,

comeshomelate.Hardlysaysanythingtome.I

understandheishurting,butthisisnotawaytogo...

IfoldedtheclothesIironedyesterday,hemadehis

wayinholdingabottleofCoronabeer.Hadtherest

ofthem inhisotherhand.

Hewassmellinglikeabrewery,eyesred.Hungover

andtiredobviously..



Vukani:MaNtuli

Me:Vukani

Heputthem downonthedressingtable..

Vukani:Canyoumovetherestoftheclothesfrom

thebedIwannaliedown

Imovedtheclothestothecouch,hetookoffhis

sneakersandthrewhimselfonthebed.

Me:Thefuneralserviceisat8am?

Vukani:Idon'tknow

Me:Howcanyounotknow?

Vukani:BecauseI'm notinterested,andI'm not

going

Me:Vukani

Vukani:Idon'twannafightwithyouplease,Ihavea



seriousheadache

Me:Youareselfish

Vukani:Saysawomanwhocan'tgivemeachild

Me:Excuseme?

Vukani:Nex(nothing)

Me:Iknowyouhurtingbutthatshouldn'tbean

excusetobeajerk.YouareMpilo'sFather,andyou

willneverforgiveyourselfifyoudon'tattendhis

funeral.Youhaven'tevenbeentoFuthi'shouseto

payyourrespects

Vukani:UntilyouhaveaSon,andhediesthenyou

canlectureme.Fornowkeepyouradvicesto

yourself,concentrateontryingtofallpregnantand

stopbeinguseless!

Me:IfI'm souselesswhydon'tyoujustletmego

home?

Vukani:Ididn'tpaylobolaforyoubywords,money

wasinvolved.UnlessyourGrandmotherisreadyto

givemewhat'smineyounotleaving,plusyou'llbe

thelaughingstockofthetown.Marriagefailedyou



injustlessthanayearandI'llbemovingontothe

nextbestthing

Ithewthet-shirtIwasholdingonthecouchand

walkedout..

FUTHI

IunzippedhisbagandtookouthisXbox,helovedit

somuch.ItookouthisFIFAandothergamestoo..I

heldoneofcontrollers.

Iclosedmyeyesandtearsstreameddown.

Pinky:Futhi

Me:Mancane

Pinky:Aboutwhatyousaid,pleasedon'tsay

anythingtoanyone



Inodded..

Me:Idon'tknowwhatI'm goingtodo,Mpilo

WastheonlyfinancialstabilityIhad.Idon't

Haveajob,Vukanihatesme.MyownMotherhates

me

Pinky:Vukaniisjusthurt,he'sshowinghishurt

throughanger.Hewillcomearound

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Pinky:Kuzolunga(Allwillbewell)

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Vukanihadnorighttotalktomethewaythathedid,

Ididn'tevensleepintheroom lastnight.Isleptwith

Thando.Evensleepingwithherwasanother

situationbecauseshekeptonwakinguptogotothe

bathroom..

Iunderstandhe'shurtbutthethingshesaid,he

meantthem.Hesaidthem withhischest,

confidentlyso.It'snoexcusethathe'shurting,hurt

justgavehim thecouragetosayso..

ZuxieandIwokeupearlythefollowingmorningvery

earlyandpreparedforthefuneral.Vukani

contributedzerotowardshisSon'sfuneral,it'sa

shamefulact.Heshouldhanghisheadinshame.

ThankfullyFuthihadafuneralcoverforMpilo..



ZuxiewasupsetbyVukani'sbehavior.

Zuxie:Whenhewasarrested,therewasnohopethat

hewouldcomeout,butInevergaveuponhim.I

could'vejusteasilygaveuponhim

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhattosaymyself,thisis

beyondembarrassing.Nowhe'snotgoingtothe

funeral,whatwillherfamilythink?Allthethingsthey

saidabouthim would'vebeentrue

Zuxie:I'm sodisappointedinhim,Idon'twannalie

IhopeFuthiwon'tbedramaticwhensheseesme,

it'sherSon'sfuneralandI'm nottheretocauseany

troubles.Justtheretopaymyrespectstoachild

thatalsomeantalottome..

FUTHI



Iglancedathim inthecoffin.Hisfacewasswollen

andred,themushroomsreallydidanumberonhim.

Hediedinpain,struggledtobreathanditwasallmy

fault.IwasnegligentwithmyownSon'slife,what

kindofaMotheram I?Whatkindofamonsteram I?

Myonlyprideandjoy.Iwassupposedtoprotecthim,

notharm him..

Nqobiletookmeawayfrom hiscoffin..

"Hoyawayawalembewu(yawa)

Yawa(yawa)

Yawa(yawayawalembewu)

(yawayawe'emhlabeni)

Yawalembuwu(yawayawa)

Yawa(yawayawalembewu)

(yawayawe'emhlabeni)



Iwile(yawayawa)

Iwile(yawayawalembewu)

Yawalembewu(yawayawe'emhlabeni)"

Theywalkedinandcarriedhiscoffinouttothetent,

hiscousinscarriedouthisflowers.Anotherone

carriedouthispicture..

Wefollowedastheelderssang,Nqobilewasstill

holdingmetightsoIdon'tfall.Ihadnotears

anymore,Iwasnumb..

Theypositionedthecoffinatthefront,wealsosatat

thefront.Ifixedmyshawl..

"Hoyawayawalembewu(yawa)

Yawa(yawa)

Yawa(yawayawalembewu)



(yawayawe'emhlabeni)

Yawalembuwu(yawayawa)

Yawa(yawayawalembewu)

(yawayawe'emhlabeni)

Iwile(yawayawa)

Iwile(yawayawalembewu)

Yawalembewu(yawayawe'emhlabeni)"

VUKANI

Muzi:NayiBhoza

Me:Sho

Itookthebeeranddrank,lookingatMpilo'spicture.I

hadthissharppaininmyheart,mychestclosedup..

Qhumamadehiswayin..



Qhuma:Igotyourmessage

Me:Ta

Qhuma:Ithoughtyouwouldbeatthefuneral

Me:Guzikcontactedmelastnight,hehassetadate

fortheexchange

Qhuma:WecanrescheduleorIcantakeyourplace

Me:Itwillseem dodgy,Imeetupwithhim andthen

youmeetupwithhim it'sdodgy

Qhuma:Areyousurethatyouwanttodothis?

Me:Thejobmustcontinue

Qhuma:Thejobwillcontinue

IRENE

Endacametofetchus,wewillbeusinghercar.She

lookedstylishinthatallblackoutfit,butnottoo

stylishinadisrespectfulmanner.



Therewereafewcarsalready,therewerepeople

there.Wewereabitlate.WegotoutofthecarandI

fixedmydressandpantyhosethenwemadeour

waytothetent.

Therewasn'tanychairsanymore,hisfuneralwasa

bitbiggerthanIhadimaginedforachild..

Theyhandedusobituaries,hispictureatthefront.

Hewassmiling,lookedsohappy.Deathshouldbe

ashamed,takingalifeofsuchayoungandspirited

soul..

ThePastorwaspreaching..

Pastor:Deathisinconsolable.Icanonlyimagine

whattheParentsandthefamiliesarebothgoing

throughatthistime.ThebookofPsalm 18:2states

"TheLordismyrock,myfortressandmydeliverer;

myGodismyrock,inwhom Itakerefuge.Myshield,



andthehornofmysalvation.Mystronghold"

SeekcomfortinGodmorethananything.Seeking

comfortinhumanbeingstheywillonlydepressyou,

theywillonlytellyouthisandthatwhentheygo.You

willbeallalone,that'swhenyouneedtocryoutunto

God.Thispain,ittouchesthesoul.Onlytheonewho

createdtheSoul,canhealthesoul.Takeheartmy

child,Godknewwhythishappened.Mpiloisnot

sufferinganymore,he'satpeace.He'satrestin

God'sarms

Futhicriedoutmore,sheleanedbackonherchair

likeshewasreadytodie.Isawtheladywhowas

sittingnexttoher,getupandrushingout.They

shiftedthechairsaroundherandblewupaironher.

Shewashavinghiccupstoo,badones..

Futhi:Yeeey..Yeeey..Yeey..Yeey..

ShameIcanonlyimaginewhatshe'sgoingthrough..



VUKANI

Me:Thisdeathcould'vebeenprevented,ifonlyFuthi

wasn'tcareless.Iwasdoingthisforhim,hewasmy

driveandmymotivation.Now,Idon'thaveanydrive

anymore

Qhuma:Youdamnwelldo!Youhaveawifewhois

stillgoingtogiveyouchildren.Don'tgiveintothe

pain,itwillalsohurtthosearoundyou

Me:Iknow..Icouldn'tQhuma,Icouldn'tgotothe

funeralandlaymySontorestwhenIhaven't

acceptedhisdeath

Qhuma:I'm surethatwhereverheis,Heknows.He

knowsverywellhowyoufeelandhowmuchyou

lovehim



Me:Ihopehedoes,Ihopehetrulydoes

Qhuma:Qina!Ndonda(Bestrong)

IRENE

Afterthesermon,thePastorprayed..

Oneofthefamilymembersroseuptoreadthe

obituary..

Theystartedhummingasong..

Her:Mpilwentle"Noah"Tshabalalawasbornonthe

08thofAugust2013,atCharlotteMaxeke

JohannesburgAcademicHospital.Hewasbornto

NtombifuthiTshabalalaandVukaniNtuli.He



attendeddaycareatMaureendaycareforSaints,

andfurtheronattendedhisprimaryschoolatAnzac

PrimaryschoolinBrakpan.Hemethisuntimely

deathonthe4thofMay2021.

Lalangoxolo

Tshabalala,

Mshengu,

uLudonga-lukaMavuso

Unyamenja!

Bythetimeshefinishedcriescouldbeheardfrom

thecornerofthestreet,noonecouldholdback..

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Mpilo'sfuneralwasheartbreaking,gladthemoment

passed.Couldn'tbethereanothersecond,itwasjust

depressing.ChildrenshouldoutlivetheirParents,not

theotherwayaround..

Zuxie:I'm gladwedone

Me:Metoo

Zuxie:IwonderifVukaniisback

Me:Iwondertoo..LetmegocheckThando

Zuxie:OkaySisi

VUKANI

EndatoldmewhereMpilowasburied,toldmethe



exactlocation.ShesaidIwillrecognizetheflowers,

shedidmentionthekindofflowersthattheywere..

Ilooked,andlookeduntilIfoundhisgrave.

Freshsoil,emptywaterbottlesaroundfrom Tsipi

noto.Ikneltdownnexttohisgrave.

Ilookedatit,andfoughtbacktears..

Me:Champ..It'sMe.Iknowitwasn'trightthatI

didn'tattendyourfuneral,iteventookalotinmeto

comeherebutIhadtoseeyourlastrestingplace.I

loveyouwithallmyheartandIblamemyselftoofor

youbeinghere.Ifeellikeifyouwerewithme,I

would'vetakencareofyouprotectedyoufrom itall.I

don'tknowhowtogoonwithoutyou,don'tknow

howI'llbeabletolivelifewithoutyou.Iloveyouwith

allmyheart,neverforgetthatandIhopeonedayI

healfrom thiswholeordeal.



FUTHI

Itwasn'tgettingbetter,itwasn'tgettingeasier.It

wasgettingmoreworseknowingthatI'llneversee

mySoneveragain..

Pinky:Unjanisisi?(Howareyou)

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Idon'tknowMamncane

Pinky:TomorrowI'm leaving,youknowyourMotherI

don'twannastayherefortoolong

Me:Iunderstand

Pinky:Whataboutyou?

Me:Idon'tknowMamncane,ifIcan'tfindajobsoon

I'llsellmycartomakeendsmeet.Idon'twanna

movebackhere,Mom willmakemylifedifficultto

live



Pinky:Iunderstandverywell

IRENE

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Thando:I'm stillwaiting

Me:I'm surelembizawillhelp

Thando:Howwasthefuneral?

Me:Itwas..Itwassadandheartbreaking

Thando:Ican'tbelieveIwon'tseehim again

Me:Metoo

[silence]

Me:I'm thinkingofmovingbackhome

Thando:What?Why?

Me:Vukaniisinhisownstate,Ithinkheshould

grieveonhisownandthinkaboutwhathereally

wants



Thando:Movingbackhome,that'stooextremedon't

youthink?

Me:Hesaidalotofhurtfulthingstome,thingsthatI

don'tthinkI'lleverforget

Thando:IreneI'm surehe'shurting,doyouthink

Vukaniwouldbelikethistoyouifhedidn'tgo

throughwhathewentthrough?

Me:Idon'tknowwhattothinkThandobutallIknow

isthatIcan'tbeinthepresenceofaManthathurts

melikethat

Thando:Talktohim beforeyoudecidetodothat

Me:CanyoutalktoVukani?Youcan'ttalktohim

Thando:He'syourhusband,youneedtotalktohim

Me:I'lltry

ENDA

Me:Vukaninotshowingupwasembarrassing



Qhuma:He'shurtingEnda,he'sdrinkinghimselfto

thenearestrehabilitationcenter

Me:That'snotanexcuse,howdon'tyoushowupto

yourSon'sfuneral?It'sbeyondme

Qhuma:He'sgrievingthewaythatheknowshowtoo

Me:Ijusthopehewon'tpushIreneaway,she'sa

goodPerson.Hewon'tfindanyonelikeher

Qhuma:IfIreneisweakshewillgo,it'snotlikehe's

cheating

Me:Qhuma!!

Qhuma:What?Herhusbandisgoingthrough

somethingsheshouldbeanunderstandingwifeand

bebyhisside,notleavehim whenheneedsherthe

most

Me:Butwhatifhe'snotmakingiteasierforher?She

toldmehewasswearingatherindirectlycalledher

abarren

Qhuma:I'm surehedidn'tmeanthat

Me:Ihaven'tgivenyouachildbutyou'venever

calledmeabarrennomatterhowangryyouare



Qhuma:WellIam notVukaniandI'llneveraddress

youinthatmanner

Me:Iknow

IRENE

Iwentbacktotheoutsideroom.Iwasstillconfused

aboutwhatIshoulddo,butallIknowisthathehas

hurtmebeyond.Wordscutdeeperthananything..

Hewalkedin..

Vukani:Hi

Me:Hi

Hetookoffhisjacket..

Me:I'm goinghome,thinkweneedsomefreshair

Vukani:Wehadafight,thatdoesn'tmeanyou



shouldpackupandleaveyouaremywife!

Me:AndIneedtoberespected.Iknowyougoing

throughalotbutthatshouldn'tbeanexcuseforyou

tobeajerk!

Hegavemeadeadlylook..

Vukani:MySondied,I'm hurtingandyoustanding

heremakingthisaboutyourselfaboutyourfeelings.

StopbeingselfishIrene!

Me:I'm beingselfish?

Vukani:YoubeingveryselfishrightnowIrene,for

onesecondstopmakingthisaboutyou!

Me:I'm leaving

Vukani:Isthishowourmarriageisgoingtobe?Each

timewhenwehaveanargumentyouwillpackup

andleave?

Me:I'm givingyoutimetocollectyourself

Vukani:Ifyouwalkoutthatdoor,it'soverbetween



usIrene

Ilookedathim..

Vukani:You'llbewalkingoutonusforgood,and

don'teverthinkofcomingback!I'llalsoneedmy

lobolamoneybackassoonasyouwalkoutorI'm

settingallofyouatyourhouseonfire!

Hebumpedtomeashewalkedout..

FUTHI

ItookmyphoneandcalledVukani..

Vukani:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Iknowyouhateme,butyourhateforme

shouldn'thavebeenthereasonwhyyoudidn'tcome

toyourSon'sfuneral

Hesighed..



Me:It'shardformetooVukani,youthinkIwould

deliberatelyharm myownSon?Mpilowasmylife,

myreasontokeepongoing.It'shardonmetoo,I

wishnothingbutdeathuponmyself

Vukani:I'm sorry,Iknowhowhardthishasbeenfor

youtoo.Iknowyouwouldneverintentionallyhurt

Mpilo,IthinkIjustneededsomeonetoblametofeel

better..Howareyou?Howwasthefuneral?

Me:Difficult..Wastheworstmomentofmylife

Vukani:We'llbefineIbelieve

Me:Ihopeso

IRENE



IcalledmyGrandmother..

Me:Doyoustillhavethelobolamoney?

Grams:Only15kisleft,I'vealreadyusedmostofit

Iexhaled..

Grams:Why?

Me:IwantedustogiveVukanibackhismoneysoI

cancomehome

Grams:Why?

Me:He'schangedGrandma

Grams:He'shurtingIrene,hejustlosthisSon

Me:Grandmathisisthebeginningofanemotional

abuse

Grams:IhabaIrene,IknowhowwomenOver

exaggeratethings

Me:Iwanttocomehome!

Grams:Youareangry,youarehurt.Don'tmakerash



decisionsbasedonemotions.Todayyoucomeback,

tomorrowyou'llthinkofgoingbacktohim..It's

goingtobeaseriousbackandforthprocess.I'm

surewhateverishappeningyoutwocanfixit.Don't

beababyIrene,marriagesarenoteasy.Youtwojust

gotmarried,imaginethehumiliationandtheregret.

Youareawoman,youcanfixthis!Don'tbeweak

Me:Yousaidmyhomewillbemyhomeforever

Grams:Itis,rightnowyouarejustbeingababy.You

areagrownwomanIrene,Iwon'tbearoundforever

youneedtocreateahomeforyourselfstopbeinga

weakling..Youdon'thaveajob,youhavenothingto

fallbackonatleastyouhaveonething,something

thatmostgirlsonlydream tohaveandthatis

marriagesubaweak!Younotcomingback

Shehungup..

.

Tobecontinued



Weonlystartedgettingsponsorstoday,theywill

startrunningtomorrow
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IRENE

[2WEEKSLATER]

Thingswereonlygoingdownhillformeinmy

marriage,it'slikeVukaniwasatotaldifferentPerson.

Icouldn'trecognizehim anymore,andIwasvery

tirednow.Emotionallyandmentally.Hedoesn'tsee

meashiswifeanymore,he'salwaysverymuch

irritatedbyme.Hardlyaroundanddoesn'twant

muchtodowithme..

ShelookedatmebeforeIcouldevenhandhermy

CV..

Her:I'm sosorry,butwedon'thaveanyopenings.

Wenothiringanyone



Me:Ohw..Uhm thankyou

Iwalkedout..

I'vebeentirelesslylookingforajob,Iwishtogetone

soonsoIcangetaplaceofmyown.Sincemy

Grandmotherdoesn'twantmebackathometoo..

FUTHI

Me:I'm goingtomissthisplace,itwasawarm

homeforMpiloandI

Vukani:Maybeyoudon'thavetolive

Me:Iwon'tbeabletoaffordrent

Vukani:Icanhelpyououtwithrentandgroceries

untilyoustandonyourtwofeet

Me:Vukanino..Idon'twannabetrouble,Idon't

wannacauseanyproblemsbetweenyouandIrene.

WhatbondeduswasMpilo



Vukani:Andhestillisbondingus,justbecausehe's

gonedoesn'tmeanyouandIwenothinganymore.

You'llalwaysbetheMotherofmychild

Me:Thankyou..HowisIrenebytheway?

Vukani:Thatone

Ilookedathim..

Vukani:Alwayscomplaining,alwaysonmythroat..

She'stiringandadrag

That'sinteresting..

Me:Allwomenarelikethat,I'm sureshemeanswell

Vukani:IwonderifImadeamistakebymarryingher

Me:Don'tsaythat

Vukani:Wehaven'thadsexinawhile

Me:Why?

Vukani:Shecomplainsaboutcrampsinherwomb,

shehasastrongterriblescentarisingfrom down

therenomatterhowmuchshebaths,whenwetryto

doitshe'sdryandcomplainsaboutPain.Ireally

don'tknowwhat'sgoingonwithIrene



Me:Thatsoundsserious,hasshewenttotheDr?

Vukani:Idon'tknow..Idon'tcare

Me:Sad

Vukani:Areyoudone?

Me:Yes..Let'sgo

IRENE

IwipedmytearsasItookoffmyheels..Myfeet

werekillingme..

IcalledEnda..

Enda:Hey

Me:Anotherday,anotherdisappointment

Enda:AskiesSisi

Me:Iam givingupEnda



Enda:Don'tgiveup

Me:Iam atthevergeofgivingup

Enda:Comeback,andwe'llfiguresomethingout

Me:Iam

FUTHI

Wedroveouttogetsomethingtoeat,Iattend

counseling.He'sbeenverysupportiveinwaysthatI

cannotsay..

WefirststoppedatWimpytogetsomethingtoeat..

Me:Ithoughtweshoulderectthetombstonenext

year,letthesoilsettlefirst

Vukani:That'sagoodidea,Iwantanexpensive

tombstoneforhim

Me:Yes..Hedeservesit



Vukani:Howareyoufindingcounselingsofar?

Me:It'sgoinggood,althoughIstillhavenightmares.

I'm strugglingtosleepatnight

Vukani:Weshouldgetyousomesleepingpillsat

least

Me:Ithinkthatwillhelp

IRENE

Iarrivedinthehood,IpassedbyatEnda'shouse

first..

Enda:Hey

Me:Hey

Shelookedatme..

Enda:I'llmakeyousomethingtoeatanddrink

Me:Thankyoufriend

Enda:It'sdifficultgettingajobinSouthAfrica,



bekezelaNana

Me:Ievenfinditadragtogohome,it'snolongera

niceplace

Enda:It'sweirdthatVukanijustchangedoutofthe

blue

Me:True,thispainofhisdoesn'tseem togoaway

anytimesoon

Enda:Justanexcusetobeajerk

Me:I'm tiredEnda

Enda:IknowBabybutmarriageisnoteasyandno

onesaiditwouldbeeasy

Me:Yawewillsee

FUTHI

Vukani:I'llpickyouuplater

Me:Okaythankyou

Vukani:Ta



Igotoutofhiscarandwentwalkedtotheoffice..

IcalledNqo..

Nqo:GirlIwasmeaningtocomeandseeyou

Me:Iknow,it'sbeenbusy

Nqo:I'llcomeandseeyou

Me:Okay

Nqo:Whereareyou?

Me:I'm goinginformycounselingsession

Nqo:Okaythat'sbetter

Me:Guesswhat?

Nqo:What?

Me:Vukanidrovemehere

Nqo:Wow..Youtwoseem tobekickingitoff

Me:Wedoindeed

Nqo:See,it'sworking



Me:Itis,can'tbelieveIactuallydoubtedyou

Nqo:Indeed

IRENE

AfterchillingwithEnda,Iwentbackhome..

Igotintothehouse,ZuxieandThandowerestillat

thetable.Ontopofthetablewasthe2litrebottleof

imbiza,whenthefirstonefinishedwegotanother

one..

Me:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Zuxie:Thandotoldmethatyoutookhertosee

someone

Thando:ItwasonlytohelpmeMa

Zuxie:Thula!!(shutup)

Me:I..Ijustwantedtohelp



Zuxie:YoutookmypregnantDaughtertogoseea

traditionalhealer?Makeherdrinkthingsthatcould

harm bothherandmyGrandson?

Me:Thandodidfindoutthatherbabydaddy's

currentgirlfriendistheonewhoisbehindher

difficultandprolongedpregnancy

Zuxie:Youareteachingmychildbeliefsthatwe

don'tbelievein,nextthingThandowillgetusedto

goingtotraditionalhealersandstartpracticing

witchcraft

Me:Notalltraditionalhealersarelikethat

Zuxie:Youwouldknowthatbecause?Your

Grandmotherhasvouchedthatyougrewupand

weretaughttheChristianreligion,whatisthisnow?

Yououtherebringingwitchcraftintomyhouse?

Me:That'snottrue

Zuxie:Thenwhatistrue?

Me:I'm nothinglikethat

Zuxie:Idon'tknowifI'm comfortablewiththis,you

arebreakingthetrustthatwehave



Me:I'm sosorry,IthoughtIwasonlytryingtohelp

Zuxie:I'llgooutsidetomyroom

Iwalkedouttomyroom..

ENDA

Me:Qhuma

Qhuma:Yes?

Me:What'shappeningwithVukani?

Qhuma:He'sfinewhy?

Me:He'shavingproblemswithIrene,he'smaking

Irene'slifemiserable

Qhuma:Heseemsfinetome,he'sactuallydoing

verywell

Me:OhwIsee



IRENE

Vukaniwalkedinonmecrying..

Vukani:Whatisitnow?

Me:ItookThandotothisothertraditionalhealer,

justtohelphersinceshe'slongoverdueyourMother

foundthemedicinethattheygaveherandnowshe's

accusingmeofwitchcraft

Vukani:Whydidyoudothat?Youknowwheremy

Motherstandsontraditionalhealers

Me:IknowVukani,Iwasjusttryingtohelp.Imeant

noharm

Vukani:NowIdon'tknowifIshouldtrustyou,trusta

womanthatisintosuchthings.HowdoIknowthat

onedayyouwon'tturnandusewitchcraftonme?

Me:Areyouserious?

Vukani:FuthiwheredoyouenterinThando'saffairs?

YounotherMothernorareyouanythingtoher?



BasicallyyoudisrespectedmyMotherinherown

house,madeherfeellikeshe'sincapableofhelping

herDaughter

Itwasnouse,defendingmyself..

Me:I'm sorry

Vukani:Youbetterpraynothinghappenstomy

Sisterandherbaby

Me:I'llpray

Hewalkedout..

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Thereisnothingmorepainfulthanfightingblowson

bothsides,MyinlawsthenmyGrandmothernot

wantingmetocomebackhome.Ican'tevengoto

relatives,she'lltakethatasbetrayal.Iam ataloss

fornow,whatIcandoisjustkeepquiet.Endure

what'shappeningbynotgettingonanyone'stoes,

whilstIworkongettingmyshittogetherandleaving..

Todayitwasagoodday,Thandowascominghome

withabouncingandhealthybabyboy.Asmuchas

herMotherwasangrybutthemedicinehelpedher,

becausewhenshefinishedtakingit.Ituntiedwhat

happenedandhelpedbringaboutthebaby.

Zuxie:Irene

Me:Ma



Iwascleaningoutside...

Zuxie:CanIpleasehaveawordwithyou?

Me:Yes

Istoppedsweeping..

Zuxie:I'm goingtofetchThandoandBabySmafrom

thehospital.Theynamedhim Smangaliso

Me:Okay

Zuxie:IjustwantedtosayI'm sorry,despitemy

feelingsofdisapprovalonwhathappenedbutit

seemslikeithelpedThando

Me:Thatwasthegoal,Ijustwantedtohelp

Zuxie:I'm sorry

Me:It'sokay,noharm done

Zuxie:Youcandriveoutwithmetothehospital

Me:Noit'sokay..I'llseeyouguyswhenyougetback

Shenodded..

Zuxie:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine



Zuxie:Youknowyoucantalktomeaboutanything

Me:Iknow

Zuxie:Seeyoulaterthen

Me:Lateritis

FUTHI

Ican'tbelievethiswashappening,Iwishitcould've

happenedwithoutmySonpayingtheprice..

SexwithVukaniisalwaysthebest,Ienjoyitalot

andIwasenjoyingoursexualpleasuringmoment.

Thefeelofhisblackdickdeepinsideofme,howhe

appreciatedmythickbodycaressingandsqueezing

it..

Wewereusingacondom,thoughIwouldhaveit

anotherwaywithoutacondom sowecouldhave

anotherbaby,butwestillhavealongwaytogoso



I'm notinahurry..

Hewasenjoyingonhisparttoo,theydosaythick

womengiveoutthebestsex..

Idon'tthinkbothofuswantedthismomenttoend,it

wasourfirsttimehavingsexsincewehave

reconnected.Heevenspentanighthereatmy

place..

IRENE

WhenIwasdonecleaning,Ibatheandthenwentto

visitmyGrandmother.WhenIgotthere,peoplewere

working.Shewasactuallyrenovatingpartsofthe

house..

Me:Gogo

Shewasatthekitchenpreparingfoodforthe



workers..

Grams:Irene,I'm gladyouhere.Youcanhelpme

cleanabit,it'sdustysincetheyhavestartedworking

Me:Wowitseemslikeyouarebusy

Grams:YouknowI'vealwayswantedtorenovatethe

house

Me:UsingtheLobolamoney?

Grams:Vukanididsayitwasmine

Me:I'm notdisputingthat

Grams:Youtwoarestillhavingproblems?

What'sthepointofcryingouttoher?It'suseless

sinceVukaniseemstobegoodinhereyes..

Me:Wefine

Grams:Yousee..Itoldyou

Hehandedmethetray..

Grams:Gogivetheworkersoutside

Me:Okay



Itookit..

FUTHI

Hekissedmeforthelasttimeandslidout.He

unrolledthecondom thathadhiscum..

Me:ForasecondIthoughtweweren'tgoingto

finish?

Vukani:Areyoucomplaining?

Me:Justneedsomerest,mylegsarecrampingand

mycoochieisonfire

Vukani:Can'thelpifyougood

Nqobilehasbeenofgreathelp.Iusepinksalt

combinedwithNamathelaandVukanicannotseem

togetenoughofme..



Vukani:AsmuchasIwouldliketodothisalldaybut,

Ihavebusinesstotakecareof

Me:Pleasebesafe

Helookedatmeandsmiled..

Me:I'vealreadylostMpilo,Idon'twannaloseyou

too

Vukani:Ishould'vemarriedyouthanIrene

Me:Whyyousaythat?

Vukani:It'snothing

IenjoyhowhebashesonIrene.Icanseethathe's

bored,irritatedandannoyedbyher.

Me:I'llprepareyouabath

IRENE

IwentbackinsidethehousetoGrams..

Me:Gogo



Grams:Yes?

Me:CanIpleasehaveR1500?

Grams:Why?

Vukanidoesn'tgivememoneyanymore,Istruggleto

makeendsmeetwithregardstobuyingtoiletries,

doingmyhairanddoingmorecopiesofmyCv..

Me:IneedmoneytodomorecopiesofmyCv

Grams:Ireneyoucanseethingsarehecticaround

here,doesn'tVukanigiveyoumoney?Youarehis

wifenje

Me:I'veaskedhim somuchI'm evenscaredtoask

him

Grams:He'syourhusbanddon'tbescared

Me:Okay,letmecallhim..Excuseme

Allthatmoneyandshedoesn'tevenwannagiveme

some..



FUTHI

Ashewasbathing,Ipreparedsomethingforhim to

eat.Iwasinmybestmoods,wearingagown..

Hisphonerang,Iwenttocheck.ItwasIrene.

Ipickedup..

Me:Hi

Irene:Hi,whoisthis?

Me:It'sFuthi

Irene:Ohw..MayIpleasespeaktoVukani?

Me:He'sbusy..CanItakeamessage?

Irene:Whyareyouevenansweringhisphone?

Me:Ithinkweknowwhat'sgoingonhere



Irene:Dowe?

Me:I'm notgoingtolietoyou,Irenepackyourbags

andleave..Saveyourselftheheartbreak

Irene:Ohw

Me:Thelovewehaveit'sdeep,hewasboundto

comebacktome

Irene:Isee

Me:I'lltellhim youcalled

Ihungup..

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Thereisnothingmorepainfulthanfightingblowson

bothsides,MyinlawsthenmyGrandmothernot

wantingmetocomebackhome.Ican'tevengoto

relatives,she'lltakethatasbetrayal.Iam ataloss

fornow,whatIcandoisjustkeepquiet.Endure

what'shappeningbynotgettingonanyone'stoes,

whilstIworkongettingmyshittogetherandleaving..

Todayitwasagoodday,Thandowascominghome

withabouncingandhealthybabyboy.Asmuchas

herMotherwasangrybutthemedicinehelpedher,

becausewhenshefinishedtakingit.Ituntiedwhat

happenedandhelpedbringaboutthebaby.

Zuxie:Irene

Me:Ma



Iwascleaningoutside...

Zuxie:CanIpleasehaveawordwithyou?

Me:Yes

Istoppedsweeping..

Zuxie:I'm goingtofetchThandoandBabySmafrom

thehospital.Theynamedhim Smangaliso

Me:Okay

Zuxie:IjustwantedtosayI'm sorry,despitemy

feelingsofdisapprovalonwhathappenedbutit

seemslikeithelpedThando

Me:Thatwasthegoal,Ijustwantedtohelp

Zuxie:I'm sorry

Me:It'sokay,noharm done

Zuxie:Youcandriveoutwithmetothehospital

Me:Noit'sokay..I'llseeyouguyswhenyougetback

Shenodded..

Zuxie:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine



Zuxie:Youknowyoucantalktomeaboutanything

Me:Iknow

Zuxie:Seeyoulaterthen

Me:Lateritis

FUTHI

Ican'tbelievethiswashappening,Iwishitcould've

happenedwithoutmySonpayingtheprice..

SexwithVukaniisalwaysthebest,Ienjoyitalot

andIwasenjoyingoursexualpleasuringmoment.

Thefeelofhisblackdickdeepinsideofme,howhe

appreciatedmythickbodycaressingandsqueezing

it..

Wewereusingacondom,thoughIwouldhaveit

anotherwaywithoutacondom sowecouldhave

anotherbaby,butwestillhavealongwaytogoso



I'm notinahurry..

Hewasenjoyingonhisparttoo,theydosaythick

womengiveoutthebestsex..

Idon'tthinkbothofuswantedthismomenttoend,it

wasourfirsttimehavingsexsincewehave

reconnected.Heevenspentanighthereatmy

place..

IRENE

WhenIwasdonecleaning,Ibatheandthenwentto

visitmyGrandmother.WhenIgotthere,peoplewere

working.Shewasactuallyrenovatingpartsofthe

house..

Me:Gogo

Shewasatthekitchenpreparingfoodforthe



workers..

Grams:Irene,I'm gladyouhere.Youcanhelpme

cleanabit,it'sdustysincetheyhavestartedworking

Me:Wowitseemslikeyouarebusy

Grams:YouknowI'vealwayswantedtorenovatethe

house

Me:UsingtheLobolamoney?

Grams:Vukanididsayitwasmine

Me:I'm notdisputingthat

Grams:Youtwoarestillhavingproblems?

What'sthepointofcryingouttoher?It'suseless

sinceVukaniseemstobegoodinhereyes..

Me:Wefine

Grams:Yousee..Itoldyou

Hehandedmethetray..

Grams:Gogivetheworkersoutside

Me:Okay



Itookit..

FUTHI

Hekissedmeforthelasttimeandslidout.He

unrolledthecondom thathadhiscum..

Me:ForasecondIthoughtweweren'tgoingto

finish?

Vukani:Areyoucomplaining?

Me:Justneedsomerest,mylegsarecrampingand

mycoochieisonfire

Vukani:Can'thelpifyougood

Nqobilehasbeenofgreathelp.Iusepinksalt

combinedwithNamathelaandVukanicannotseem

togetenoughofme..



Vukani:AsmuchasIwouldliketodothisalldaybut,

Ihavebusinesstotakecareof

Me:Pleasebesafe

Helookedatmeandsmiled..

Me:I'vealreadylostMpilo,Idon'twannaloseyou

too

Vukani:Ishould'vemarriedyouthanIrene

Me:Whyyousaythat?

Vukani:It'snothing

IenjoyhowhebashesonIrene.Icanseethathe's

bored,irritatedandannoyedbyher.

Me:I'llprepareyouabath

IRENE

IwentbackinsidethehousetoGrams..

Me:Gogo



Grams:Yes?

Me:CanIpleasehaveR1500?

Grams:Why?

Vukanidoesn'tgivememoneyanymore,Istruggleto

makeendsmeetwithregardstobuyingtoiletries,

doingmyhairanddoingmorecopiesofmyCv..

Me:IneedmoneytodomorecopiesofmyCv

Grams:Ireneyoucanseethingsarehecticaround

here,doesn'tVukanigiveyoumoney?Youarehis

wifenje

Me:I'veaskedhim somuchI'm evenscaredtoask

him

Grams:He'syourhusbanddon'tbescared

Me:Okay,letmecallhim..Excuseme

Allthatmoneyandshedoesn'tevenwannagiveme

some..



FUTHI

Ashewasbathing,Ipreparedsomethingforhim to

eat.Iwasinmybestmoods,wearingagown..

Hisphonerang,Iwenttocheck.ItwasIrene.

Ipickedup..

Me:Hi

Irene:Hi,whoisthis?

Me:It'sFuthi

Irene:Ohw..MayIpleasespeaktoVukani?

Me:He'sbusy..CanItakeamessage?

Irene:Whyareyouevenansweringhisphone?

Me:Ithinkweknowwhat'sgoingonhere



Irene:Dowe?

Me:I'm notgoingtolietoyou,Irenepackyourbags

andleave..Saveyourselftheheartbreak

Irene:Ohw

Me:Thelovewehaveit'sdeep,hewasboundto

comebacktome

Irene:Isee

Me:I'lltellhim youcalled

Ihungup..

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

GuzikandIweredoingtheexchangetoday,inan

hour'stimewewillbemeeting..

Ihadtodrivehometochange,havetowear

somethingmoreformal.Morepresentableandmore

businesslooking.IfIwannasecurethisdeal,Ihave

tomakehim seemeatthesamelevelasheseeshis

othermoniedclients..

IRENE

WhenZuxieandThandogothere,Ihadtobitemy

tongueandpretendtobehappy.Iwashappyfor

Thandodon'tgetmewrong,butdeepdownIwasin

myownfeelsafterthatphonecall..



ThandohadtotakeiteasyasherBodywas

recovering,Ididn'twannabetooclose.Afterwhat

happened,Idon'twannabeaccusedagain..

Iwalkedoutandwenttotheoutsideroom asmy

emotionsbetrayedme.Iwashurt,andangry.I

wasn'thurtbyVukaniobviouslycheating,Iwashurt

thathepaidLobolaformeknowingverywellthathe

stillhadfeelingsforhisBabyMama.That'sthe

lowestaPersoncouldevergo..

Speakingofthedevil,hewalkedin.Whenoureyes

met,Icouldseetheirritationofseeingmefrom his

eyes.TheexpressionasiflikeIdisgusthim,wanting

tobeanywhereelsebuthere..

Hedidn'tsayanything,justtookoffhiswristwatch.

ClearlyIwaslefttoaddresstheelephantinthe

room..



Me:Icalledyou

Vukani:And?

Me:Futhipickedup

Hepausedfrom whathewasdoing..

Vukani:Bese?(Then)

Me:Yousleptatherplaceright?Andsleptwithhim?

Helookedatmeandthenburiedhishandsdeepin

hispockets..

Vukani:YesIdid

Iexpectednothingbuthonestyandthetruthfrom

him,butIhadhopedhewasgoingtodenyitatfirst.

That'swhatpeopledoright?Denyallaccusationsof

cheating?Ididn'tseethiscoming.Didn'tseehim

bodlyconfessingittomyface!!

Me:VukaniIloveyou!PossiblyloveyoumorethanI

everlovedanyguybefore.Youmademebelievein

loveagainandyesIknowpeoplefalloutoflove,but



youcould'vehadtheaudicitytotellmethatyouwere

fallingforheragainnotwhatyouaredoing!

Vukani:IreneI'veneverlovedyou,Iwasonlywith

youbecauseIneededtobewithyouatthattime.I

wasdownandoutandneededyouasIwasbuilding

myself,IhavealwayslovedFuthi..Ineverlovedyou!!

Me:Whatareyousayingtome??

Vukani:I'm saying..Idon'twannabewithyou!!

Thatstatementechoedinmyears..

Me:Thenwhydidyoupaylobolaforme??

Vukani:BecauseIwantedtomakeFuthijealous

enoughtomakehercomebacktome!Irenetheonly



goodthingaboutyouisthatyouareayellowbone!

There'snothinginterestingnorspecialaboutyou.

Shehasafuckendegreecomeon!Herownplace!A

car,she'saselfmadewomanandtheclosestyou

evercametoo,istheRAFpayout.Apartfrom that,

youareanotherhoodrat!!Entlekuyang'dina!You

disgustme!

Ihaven'teventouchedyouinawhilethatshouldbe

validationenoughthatInolongerwantyou!Vele

whyaren'tyougoingbackhome??

Bythetimehefinished,tearswerealready

streamingdownmycheeks..

Me:Ihateyou!!Ihateyouwithallmyheart!!

Ipickedanythingthatwaswithingraspandthrewit

athim..

Me:Ihateyou!!



Vukani:Irenestopyoujustmakingafoolofyourself!!

Me:Ihateyou!!Ihateyouwithallmyheart

Iwalkeduptohim andgrabbedhim byhist-shirt..

Me:Ihateyou!!!Youfoundmealone,peaceandthen

youruinedmylife!!

Heheldbothmyhandsandpushedmehard.Ifell

andactuallyhurtmylegtheoneIgotinjuredon..

Vukani:Thisispathetic!!Youarepathetic!!Atleast

leavewiththelittledignitythatyouhave!!

FUTHI



Beforeheleft,hetransferredmoneyintomyaccount.

6k,justtogospoilmyself..

IcalledNqoforashoppingspree..

Nqo:Lookatyou,allhappyMogirl

Me:likeIcan'tbelieveitmyself

Nqo:Futhiwhenhaveyoueverinyourlifecame

acrossawomanwhoonlybathswithwaterand

soap?Girlkunzimaoutthereyouthinkyoucould

haveamanjustfallforyououtoftheblue?Notin

thislifetime!Youhavetoputinallthework

Me:I'm sorrythatIeverdoubtedyou

Nqo:It'sokay,ithappens

Me:Enoughaboutmylife,lookatthis..Thiswouldfit

youperfectly

IRENE



Afterthatincident,heleft..Ifoundthestrengthto

getupandsitonthebed.NeverdidIimaginemyself

goingthroughsuchpain.Itreallycutdeep,deeper

thananything.

IcalledEnda,couldn'teventellherwhattranspired.I

wasalltears.AlarmedbyhowIwascrying,she

cametocheckuponme.

Enda:Riri

Shecameandsatnexttome,sheputmyheadon

herchest..

Enda:AskiesSisi..Phephisa

Me:IfeellikedyingEnda,I'm agoodPerson..Idon't

deservethis



Enda:Yinikanti?Nibangani?(Whyareyouguys

constantlyfighting)

Shewouldthinkthatmyemotionalstatewas

influencedbyVukanibecauseI'vebeencryingtoher

abouthim alotlately..

Me:Whyengenzaso?(whyishedoingthistome)

Enda:KodwauVukaniyinjastraight!(Vukaniisadog)

Me:Kubuhlungu(Ithurts)

Enda:Iknow..IknowSisi

VUKANI



Irenepissedmeofftothelastdegree,sheisnow

cominginbetweenmeandmyhustle.Ifitwasn'tfor

herirritatingtantrums,Icould'vebeendressedupby

now..

IfirstdroveuptocheckQhumaatthebottlestore,

hewasn'ttheresoIdrovebacktohisplace..

Heopenedthedoorandletmein..

Qhuma:Younotdressed?Mbhem sek'khalaphi

manje?(What'swrong)

Me:Eyy..Ifit'snotIrenethenIdon'tknow

Qhuma:Idon'tunderstand,velekahleuyibangisanile

ngane?(Whyareyoutreatingherlikethis)

Me:I'vemadethebiggestmistakeofmylife,

marryingher

Qhuma:KahleBafo

Me:Ishould'vemarriedFuthi



Qhuma:SameFuthiyouwerecomplainingaboutnot

solongago?

Me:Futhiistheloveofmylifeandsheunderstands

meandwhatIdo

Qhuma:IfIdidn'tknowbetter,I'dsayukudlisile.Gave

youalovepotion

Me:Never!Futhiisnotthattype

Qhuma:It'squestionablehowyouweresomadlyin

lovewithIrenethenjikijikiyounolongerfeelinghe'd

andgoingbacktoBabyMama?Idon'tknowmuch

aboutthisgirlbutEndasaysshe'snotagood

Person

Me:EndawouldsaythatbecausesheisIrene'sbest

friend

Qhuma:HayiMbhem I'm worriedaboutyou

Me:Don't..Justgivemethefuckensuit!

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

WhenIwascalm enough,IwasabletotellEnda

everything.Whathappened,andwhatVukanisaid.

Shedidn'twannahearanything,shewasupsetand

askedmetocomestayafewdaysatherhouse.At

leasttoclearmyheadoffandhaveabitofpeace.

ExplainingtoZuxiewasgoingtobeanotherstory,so

Ipackedabag.Nothingmuch.Ican'tstaythere

forever,andforlong.Ireneismarried,Idon'twant

thingstogosouth..

Enda:I'llgetusabottleofmysweetrosèwine

Me:Idon'tknowwhattodoEnda,I'm atthe

crossroads

Enda:Vukanidisappointedme,bengimthembile(I

trustedhim)

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhatIdidtodeservethis



Enda:He'sgoingbacktothattoxicgirl,uzozisola

shame

Me:Idon'tthinkI'lleverforgivehim fortreatingme

likethis..Never!

Enda:HeeeeIreneuthiuFuthiakamdlisanga?(Didn't

Futhigivehim alovepotion)

Me:Wait..What?

Enda:Justdoesn'tmakesensethathe'sactingout

ofallasudden,hebehaveslikesomethingwhohas

beenfedsomething

Me:CanFuthi?TheDegreegirldothat?Bethat

desperate?

Enda:AwomanisawomanIrene,doesn'tmattera

degree..There'snoschooltolearnonhowtokeepa

man

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhattothink

Enda:YouknowVukanimorethanIdo,doyouthink

Vukaniwoulddothat?Saythosethingstoyou?Has

heeverspokentoyouinthatwaybefore?Untiltoday?

Me:Thinkingofitno..Yesheisshorttemperedhere



andtherebuthehasneverhurtmelikethis

Enda:Eishandthisthingisdifficult,youcan'teven

takehim tosomeonetogovomithewillneveragree

Me:LovepotionornolovepotionEnda,itdoesn't

excusehisbehavior

Enda:That'sbecausehe'snothimself

Qhumawalkedin..

Qhuma:Ladies

Enda:I'm gladyouhere..Weweretalkingabout

Vukani

Hesighed..

Enda:Wethinkhehasbeengivenalovelypotion

Qhuma:I'vealsonoticed

Me:Youthinksotoo?

Qhuma:Yes

Enda:Atleastnowweknowwhat'shappeningor



haveanidea

Qhuma:I'lltakehim tosomeone

Me:Itdoesn'tevenmatter

Enda:Irene..

Me:HehurtmeEnda,thingsthathesaidwhenI

thinkaboutthem myheartbreaksalloveragain

Qhuma:SorryIrene,aManthathasbeenfedalove

potionheisnotinhisrightmind.Heseesyouasan

enemy,IknowithurtsbutVukanilovesyoutrustme.

Adaydoesn'tendwithouthim talkingaboutyou

Me:Itdoesn'tmatterQhumabecauseyoudidn'tsee

him,hemeanteveryword

Qhuma:Hewouldseem thatwaybecausehe's

bewitched

Enda:Youneedtotakehim there,tomorrowmorning.

Obviouslyhewon'tgotherewillingly

Qhuma:Livethattome



Enda:Irenewillbestayingwithusforacoupleof

days,heevenpushedherandshehurtheralready

injuredleg.Idon'twanthim hurtingherfurther

Me:Ijustneedajob,somethinganything..He

doesn'tevenwannabuymetoiletries

Enda:I'llbuyyoutomorrow

Me:Thankyou

Qhuma:Whydon'tyoucomeworkatthebottlestore?

Ilookedathim..

Qhuma:Iknowit'snotmuchbutatleastyou'llhave

moneytobuyyourselfthingsyouneedinthe

meantimewhilewegettothebottom ofthis

Enda:Vukaniownsthebottlestoretoo,Idon'twant

him hurtingherandembarrassingheratwork

Qhuma:He'shardlythere

Helookedatme..

Qhuma:I'dlikethat

Qhuma:Muzicouldusesomehelp,youcanmop..

Helppack,sellhereandthere



Me:ThankyouQhuma

Qhuma:I'llpayyou2.5kamonth

Me:It'ssomething,I'm notchoosyfornowI'm

desperate

Qhuma:I'llspeaktoMuziandtellhim you'llbe

comingover

Me:Thankyouverymuch

VUKANI

Guzik:Youlate

Isatdown..

Me:I'm herenow

Guzik:Beingontime,helpsscorepointsoftrustand

itshowsyourcommitmentandrespect

Me:Ihadameeting,didn'tthatitwasgoingtotake

thatlong

Guzik:Aglassofwhiskey?



Me:Yes..Please

FUTHI

Nqo:WhooamaraFuthithankyousomuch

Me:It'snothing

Nqo:Clothesthatamountto3k?Girlkantihow

loadedisVukani?

Me:He'sveryloadedgirl,heisabusinessman

Nqo:Youareluckysomeofuswestuckwithpeople

whogiveusR500girlfriendallowanceeverymonth

Me:Whydon'tyouuseJujuonhim?

Nqo:UsingJujuonabrokePerson?What'stheuse?

I'llbestuckwithabrokesicklovepuppy

Ilaughed..

Nqo:Youareluckygirl,holdontohim

Me:Andit'sallthankstoyouyazinimyfriend,you

weretherethroughout.Idon'tknowhowIwould've



donethiswithoutyou,gotthrougheverythingalone

Nqo:Itoldyounottoguilttripyourselfwithyour

Son'sdeath.Youdidn'tthinkthatthemushrooms

weregoingtohaveadeadlyconsequence

Nqoismyclosefriend,weshareeverything..

Me:EnoughaboutmySon,let'stalkabout

somethingelse..Betteryet,let'sgoouttonight

Nqo:Aftertheshoppingspreetoday?Youstill

wannagooutandspendmoremoney?

Me:Girlmymanprovideswell,havenofear

Nqo:Ifyousaysothen,tonightit'son!

IRENE

Me:Itlooksbad

Ihadthisredpatchonmythigh,morelikea



hematoma.Itwassensitivetotouch..

Endaputthewarm clothonit..

Enda:Doesithurt?Hospitalhurt?

Me:I'm sureI'llbefine

Enda:I'llpourusthewine,holdthis

Iheldthewarm clothagainstmythigh..

VUKANI

Wemetarestaurantasalways,privatedinningarea..

Me:R4800..R4900..R5000onthedot

Helookedatit,thenlookedatoneofhisgoonsand

nodded..



Oneofthegoonscamewiththepackageandplaced

itonthetable..

Me:Inpublic?

Guzik:Iownthisrestaurant,don'tworry

Me:Isee

Heraiseduphisglass..

Guzik:Tomorebusinessdeals

Iraisedmine..

Me:Tomorebusinessdeals

ENDA

Here..

Shegavemethewineglass..

Me:Thankyou



Enda:Howdoyoufeelnow?IfVukanihasbeen

indeedgivenalovepotion,andhegetshelp.Willyou

forgivehim?

Me:No

Enda:Hehurtyouthatmuch?

Me:Youhavenoidea,Idon'tthinkI'lleverforgive

him.Idon'twannabewithhim anymore.I'dratherbe

miserableonmyownthanwithhim

Enda:It'sokay..Iunderstand

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Qhumalookedatit..

Qhuma:It'stherealdeal

Me:Howdowestartdistributing?

Qhuma:I'llseehowwegetclients

Me:Thenwewillleaveituptoyou

Qhuma:Yeah

(Silence)

Qhuma:Ineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething,

becausewhenyougohomeyou'llfindoutandwe

shouldhatchitnow

Me:What?

Qhuma:IrenecalledEnda,she'sveryemotionally

unstable



Me:Nowshe'sgoingtotelltheworldaboutour

problems?

Qhuma:YouscaredherVuks

Me:Ididn'thurther,neverlaidmyhandonher

Qhuma:Youpushedher

Me:Shewasattackingme,Iwasdefendingmyself!

Qhuma:I'm notgoingtoschoolyouonhowyoudeal

withyourwifebecauseIalsohavemyshortcomings

onthat,allthatIwantedtotellyouisthatEnda

askedhertostaywithus

acoupleofdays

Me:What?

Qhuma:Startingfrom tomorrow,she'llbeworking

heretomakemoneyforherself

Me:Soletmegetitstraight,youhelpinghertoleave

me?

Qhuma:I'm helpinghertostandonherfeet,younot

evengivinghermoney.Youmakingitapparentthat

youarecheating



Me:I'm goinghome,I'llhearfrom youaboutthe

stash

Iwalkedout..

IRENE

IdecidedtocallZuxie,Iowehertotellherthetruth

andwhyIdecidedtomoveoutfornow..

Zuxie:YazinowI'm gatvolwithFuthi

Me:Idon'tevenwannablameherbecauseshe

doesn'towemeanyloyalty.Vukaniowesmeloyalty,

Futhiwouldn'tbecomfortableindisrespectingour

marriagelikethisifVukanididn'tgivehertheupper

handtodoso

Zuxie:FuthiislikeherMother,Ialsohadmyfair

sharewithheralongtimeago.Ican'tbelieveshe's

takingafterherownMother.PlusherSondiednot



longago,you'dexpecthertobestillgrievingnot

poachingVukanianddoingthis

Me:Theyarecomfortingeachotherapparentlybut

notattheexpenseofmysanity,Idon'tthinkIwanna

bewithamanwhoisthistoxic

Zuxie:Iwonderifheseesandunderstandswhathe

islosing

Me:Itdoesn'tmatteranymore

Zuxie:KodwaIrene,youcould'vejustcameand

stayedwithusinthehouse,yourGrandmother

entrustedyouwithus.AtthesametimeI

understandwhyyoudidthis,andIwouldbea

hypocriteandabadParentifIforceyoutostaywith

him.Thereisnothingas"Bekezela",Bekezelauntil

youdie?Untilhekillsyou?Ifhelovesyouhewould

makeitaprioritytonothurtyou.Idon'tknowwhat's

goingonwithhim,butwhenyoureadyyou'llcome

backandifyoustillwannaleavehim thenwe'lldoit

right.Callbothfamiliesanddiscussthis,andnoone

shouldforceyoutostaywithhim



Thisisthefirstelderwhoisnotstandingbynor

forcingmetostaywithanabusiveMan.Worseshe

isVukani'sMother,Iexpectedadifferenttonefrom

her..

Zuxie:IloveyouIrene,notallDaughterinlawsare

respectfullikeyou.I'm saddenedbythis,askiesSisi

Me:It'sokayMa

Zuxie:I'llcallyoulateronagain

Me:Okay

Zuxie:Hashehityou?

Me:No..Notentirely

Zuxie:Thenweshouldinterceptbeforeitgoesto

that

Me:Thankyou

Zuxie:Okaybye

Me:Bye



VUKANI

Iarrivedathome,firstthingIcheckedwasifwhat

Qhumatoldmewastrue.Itwas..

MyMotherwalkedin..

Ma:Vukani

Me:Ma

Ma:WhereisIrene?

Me:She'swithEnda

Ma:Tellthetruth

Me:Shemovedout

Ma:Why?

Me:Wehavingsomeproblems

Ma:Problems?OraFuthiproblem?

Me:Madon'tstart



Ma:Whydidyouwasteourtimeandwenttopay

lobola?Broughtherhereforustoloveandaccept

her?Wastedhertime!Shecouldbewithsomeone

else,Someonewhotrulylovesher

Me:Ma

Ma:JustknowFuthiwillneverstepherfootinmy

yard,IseeherIburnherwithhotwater

Me:She'stheMotherofmychild

Ma:Was,nowthere'snothingrelatingmetoheror

herbeingatmyhouse

Me:Youbeingunfair

Ma:I'm beingrealistic

Me:IfyouloveIrenesomuch,whydon'tyoutwoget

marriedthenandleavemethefuckalone??

Ma:F..What?

Shegrabbedthemopandstartedhittingme.

Ma:IfFuthiistheonewhomakesyoudisrespectful

I'llbeatheroutofyoursystem!



Iendedupbypassingherandheadingstraight

towardsthedoor..

Ma:Don'tcomebackhereuntilyouhavelearned

somerespect!

NQOBILE(FUTHI'SFRIEND)

IwenttotheMotherthatIconsulttoo,thatImade

Futhiconsulttoo..Whatshedoesn'tknowisthat

she'smyAunt..

Her:Haubengimangele(Iwassurprised)

Me:Ididn'tknowherbabydaddywasthisloaded

andthathandsome

Her:Ngikusizakanjani?(HowdoIhelp)

Me:IneedherSontostarthauntingher,driveher



outofhermind

Shechuckled..

Her:Umkhoziwesingakhiloomthathelaindonda?

(Thisisfriendnumberwhatthatyoustealinga

boyfriendfrom)

It'sdifficultthesedaystogetaloadedmanonyour

own,soIalwaysmakefriendswithgirlswhohave

loadedboyfriendsorhusbandssoItakethem..

Her:Thathala,ifyouknowthechild'sgrave.Gopour

thisonthegraveandtalktohim tohaunthisMother

IRENE

Endahaddashedouttothemalltogetsome

groceries.Icouldn'tgobecausemylegwasstill

aching..Iheardaknockatthedoor,Iwalkedoutof



thebedroom andmademywaytothekitchen.The

dooropenedbeforeIcouldevengettoit..

Vukaniwalkedin,myheartstopped..

Heclosedthedoorandlookedatme..

Vukani:I'vecometofetchyou,wegoinghome

Iswallowed..

Vukani:Irene

Me:Idon'twannagohome

Vukani:Idon'thavetimeandI'm notinthemood

Me:Idon'twannagohomeVukani,Ineedafewdays

togetmyheadtogether

Vukani:Gettingyourheadtogethermeansgoing

aroundtellingpeopleaboutourproblems?Hanging



ourdirtylaundry?Accusingmeofabuse?MaybeI

canhityourightnowsoIcanbeaccusedofthe

truth

Me:VukaniIdon'twannafight

Vukani:Thengetyourthingssowecango,ifyou

needtoclearyourheadgohomewhereItookyou

Me:Ican'tgohome

Vukani:Becauseyouwanttosnatchsomeone'sman?

Myfriend?

Me:What?

Vukani:Ireneismarried!Whycontacther?Unless

youhaveahiddenagenda

Me:ByeVukani

Iwalkedbacktothebedroom,whenIfelthishand

grabbedthebackofmyheadandsmashedmyhead

againstthedoor..Ifell

Vukani:Youallalone,nooneknowsI'm here.Ican

killyourightnowandputyouatthebackofmytrunk



andevenhelpatthesearchparty

Islowlygotup..

Vukani:Youchoosetoleavewithmeorwedothis

withyoudead!

Myheadwasstillabitdisoriented..

HewalkedcloserandIputmyhandonhischest..

Me:Vukaniplease..

Vukani:Iam notinthemood

Ithoughtofresortingtotheonlythingthatawoman

inmysituationcoulddotosaveherliferightnow..



Igrabbedontohist-shirtandgotcloser,Iwrapped

myarmsaroundhiswaistandlookedathim..

Me:I'm sorry

Vukani:Whatareyoudoing?

Ikissedhim..

Me:I'm sosorry

ThiswastobuymetimeuntilEndaorQhumaget

here..

Me:I'm reallysorry

Hegrabbedmyhairatthebackandlookedatme,he

smashedhislipsagainstmine.

Ididn'teventhinkhewouldwanttodothis,

especiallyseeingnowthathe'ssleepingwithFuthi.I

wonderiftheyusingprotectionbecauseI'm risking

myhealthrightnow..



Wecontinuedkissinguntilheclosedthedoorand

satonthebed,Ittookmylaststrengthtobitemy

tonguetokeepallthepaininandsatontopofhim

withmylegstillaching..

.

Tobecontinued
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NQOBILE(FUTHI'SFRIEND)

IttookawhileformetofindMpilo'sgrave.

Ispentatleastclosetoanhourtryingtobacktrack,

soIcouldlocatewhereitwas.

Iknowthekindofflowersthatareplacedthere,butI

couldn'tseem tofinditanymore.CallingFuthiwould

beasuicidemission.

SpeakingoftheShedevil,shecalled..

Me:Girl

Futhi:Mogirl,howfarareyou?

Me:I'm almostdone



Futhi:ShouldIfetchyou?

Me:Uhm yesbutnowI'm currentlynotathome,I'll

textyouwhenIgetthere

Futhi:Whereareyou?

Me:I'm withmyboyfriendbuthewillbedrivingme

backnownow

Futhi:OkayI'llhearfrom you

Me:Okaybye

Iwasdisappointedbutthisdoesn'tmeanIshould

giveup,I'm suresoonshewillwanttovisitherSon's

graceandI'llbetaggingalong.

Toseewhereheisburiedexactly...

IRENE

Idon'tknowwhatwasworse,theabuseIwas



enduringinthehandsofamanthatpromisedtolove

methroughoutorthatI'm unwillinglyhavingsexwith

him tosavemylife..Itwasdifferentthistimearound,

IhadtopushandfighttearsbacksoIdon'talarm

him thatIam notcommittedtothisact..

Itnevercametomethatonewouldnotenjoysex

withthePersonthatlove,themomentwascoldon

myside.Onhisside,hewasn'tmakinglove.He

treatedmelikeadishthathewantedtooffloadon,

justfuckmeandgetdonewithit.Thesorrypart,I

won'tendupwithadollaronthedresser.Hewas

aggressive,impatient,andmishandlingmybody.No

matterhowhardItriedtoholdbackmyscreams,I

couldn't.Itwasuncomfortable,itwaspainfulandnot

muchlubrication.Likehowitwouldundernormal

circumstances..

Whenheslidout,mylegwastremblingbadbecause

ithadbeenadoggystyle.Kneesandhandsonthe

back,bangingmelikeweweredoingaonenight



stand.Justhookedupandgotitoutoftheway..

Istaredatthepillowthatwasinfrontofme,leaning

againsttheheadtable.Also,Ifeltashamedturning

Enda'shousetothiswhenshehasgracefully

allowedtoaccommodateme.Hedidn'tsayanything,

hedressedupandthenwalkedout.Notevena

singleword.

Iliedflatonmystomach,theemotionalpainwas

greaterthanthephysicalpain..

FUTHI

IhavebeencallingVukaniwithoutanysuccess,it's

unusualforhim tonotpickup.

IdroveouttofetchNqo,aftershehadtextedme.

Shewasready.Unlikeme,Nqohasamuchslimmer



body.VerybeautifulandsheskinnyJeanwas

huggingherperfectly.Atopcrop,aleatherjacket

andboots.Ifeltabitjealous,she'sgoingtostealthe

night..

She'sbeautifulnolie,butnotthatbeautifuljust

average.I'drankhera3/5..

Me:Youlookbeautiful

Nqo:Thankyou,sodoyou

Me:Ohwplease..Ilooklikeaslob

Nqo:Don'tplayyourself

Me:Areyouready?

Nqo:Yes..Let'sgo

ENDA

Iwalkedinwithplastics.Ihadtogetgroceriessince



wehaveavisitor..Iwanthertohaveawarm stay..

IrelatetoIrene'ssituation,I'm notinthebest

marriagesowerelatealot.She'scourageousto

leave,I'm sureQhumawouldkillmeifIdo.Killme

rightonthespot..

Me:Riri?

Iplacedeverythingonthetable..

Me:Irene?

Iwalkedtotheguestroom..

Me:Irene?

Iknocked..

Iheardhersniffing..

Me:Ireneareyouokay?

Irene:I'm finejustaminorheadache

Me:MayIcomein?

Irene:Notnow..Ijustwanttobealone



Me:OkayI'llstartondinner

VUKANI

Iwentbackhome,disgustedtothenearestcore.

Theunpleasantodourarisingfrom hervagina,I

wantedtovomit.Ihadtobitemytonguethrough

andthrough,Iknowavaginaisnotmeanttosmell

likerosesbutthatsmellwasterrible.From her

brownishstainedpantylinerwhenwetookdownher

underwear,tothewholeentireroom stinking.Sucha

beautifulgirlwithsucharottenvagina..

Itriedtoopenthedoorofmyroom,itwaslocked.I

didn'ttakethekeyswithwhenIhadranawayfrom

myMother,nowIhavetogoinandfacethemusic..

TheywereinThando'sroom,didn'tpermitmeto

walkin.Instead,shewalkedout..



Me:I'm sorryaboutearlieron,Ishouldn'thave

disrespectedyouinthatmanner

Ma:Areyousorrybecauseyouaresorry,orareyou

sorrybecauseyouwantkeystoyourroom?

Me:Maplease,Ihadalongday

Ma:I'llgogetyourkeys,Ihavenothingtosaytoyou!

IRENE

I'vehadvaginalirritationtoaminoryeastinfection,

butneversomethingofthisnature.

Thiswasembarrassing,evenwhenI'm inpublicand

mydischargecomesout.Itactuallysmells,Ican

smellit.Notsureifothersaroundmecan..

Iam suspectingVukanimightjusthavegivenmean



STI,heprobablyhasbeensleepingwithFuthi

throughout.Itwasn'titchynorpainfuljustsmelly..

Iputonmygownandopenedthewindow,Iwalked

outtothebathroom withmytoiletbagtotakealong

bath.LuckyformeEnda'sOhSoHeavenlyfoam

bathwashere,Iusedit

Afterbathingthesmellhadvarnished.Iwiped

myself,putonthegownagainandwalkedout..

Iputmytoiletbagaway,lotionedandwenttothe

kitchen..

Enda:Hey

Me:Hey

Enda:Yousmellnice

Me:Iusedyourfoam bath,hopeyoudon'tmind



Enda:Ofcoursenot..Helpyourself

Me:Thankyou..Needsomehelp?

Enda:Uhm..Youcanchopthecarrotsforme

Me:Okay

Enda:HasVukanitriedcontactingyou?

Me:Nohehasn't

Enda:That'sgood..Idon'twanthim here,Idon't

wanthim botheringyou

Me:Thankyou

Ipulledthechairandsatdown..

Enda:Legstillaching?

Me:Yes

Enda:Igotyousomepainkillersatthepharmacy

Me:ThankyouforeverythingEnda

Enda:Don'tworryaboutit,wehavetolookoutfor

eachotheraswomen.TomorrowImightneedhelp

from you



Me:Idon'tseeithappening,yourlifeseemsperfect

Enda:Noteverythingisatitseems

.
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FUTHI

Theclubwasbanging.Iwasenjoyingeverymoment.

Westartedoffourselves,boughtourselvesthe

starter.Halfwaythroughwegotsomeguystobuyus.

Nqobilewasvocal,shewasflirtingandearnedusa

lotofdrinks

Iwasn'tgoingtobeabletodriveanymore,I'llhaveto

callsohecancomegetus..

IRENE

Weweresittingatthetableandeatingdinner.My

mindwasfaraway,keptonthinkingaboutwhat

happenedbetweenVukaniandI.It'sanexperience

thatwashauntingme..



Enda:SohaveyoufoundawaytotakeVukani

tomorrow?

Qhuma:Hewasn'thappyaboutfindingoutIrene

livingwithusandworkingatthebottlestore,waiting

forthedusttosettledown

Enda:Okay..Irenehowareyoufindingyourfood?

Ilookedather..

Me:Huh?

Enda:Yourfood?

Me:It'sverydelicious

Qhuma:Iknowit'shardIrenebutyouhavetokeep

onpushing.Don'tletthissituationwithVukanihold

youbackandholdyoudown

Enda:Solonghedoesn'tcomehereandcausevur

vai

Qhuma:Hewouldn'tdaredisrespectmelikethatin

myhouse

Enda:Verywell



VUKANI

IwasbusytossingandturningwhenIreceivedacall

from Futhi..

Me:Futhi

Itwasabitnoisywhereshewas..

Me:Whereareyou?

Futhi:I'm inaclub

Me:Younevertoldmeyouweregoingout

Futhi:Itriedcallingyoubutyouweren'tpickingup

Me:YeahIwasbusy

Futhi:Ihadalottodrink,Ican'tdriveback.Please

comefetchus

Me:Youandwho?

Futhi:AndNqo,myfriend



Me:Whichclub?

Futhi:I'llgiveyoutheexactlocation

Me:Sharp

IhungandcalledTsonga..

Tsonga:Vuks?

Me:Ineedyoutoaccompanymesomewhere

becauseIwantyoutodrivemycar

Tsonga:I'm coming

Me:Okay

IRENE

AsIwasretiringtobed,IaskedtospeaktoEndain

private.Intheguestroom..

Enda:Areyouokay?What'swrong?



Me:Ineedtospeaktoyouaboutsomething,

somethingimportant

Enda:Okay

Me:I..IthinkVukanigavemeanSTI

Enda:What?

Me:Ihavethisunbearablesmellydischarge

Enda:Forhowlonghasitbeengoingon?

Me:Ijustnoticedrecently

Enda:Yooh,anyothersymptomsotherthanthe

smellydischarge?BecauseIcan'tsmellitnow

Me:Ican

Enda:YouhavetogototheDrfortests

Me:Ican'ttomorrowit'smyfirstday

Enda:YoucangototheDrearlythenaftergoto

work,I'lltellQhumayouhadtogoattendto

something

Me:Idon'thavemoney

Enda:I'llaccompanyyou,I'llpayforyou



Me:You'vealreadydoneenough

Enda:It'sokay..Idon'tmind

Ihuggedher..

Me:Thankyousomuch

Enda:Youwelcome

Webrokethehug...

Me:Letmeprayandsleep

Enda:I'llpraywithyou

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhyI'm praying

Enda:Don'tlosehopeandfaithinGod

Me:Let'spray

FUTHI

Nqowasdancingwiththisotherveryhandsomeguy,

andIwasstuckwiththeannoyingfriend..



HewasveryPapdrunkandIwasprayingVukani

comessoon..

Friend:Sohowoftendoyoucomehere?

Me:Notveryoften

Friend:Youseem irritated

Me:I'm justdrunk

Friend:Icantakeyouhome

Me:Nothankyou,I'm waitingformyfriendtobe

done

Friend:IdidspendR300onyouguys

Me:R150eachfrom youandyourfriend,Icanrepay

you

Friend:Entlekyouoneofthosewhocallthemselves

neh?

Me:NoIjustcameheretohavefunnothingmore

Friend:Okay



Hecontinueddrinking..

Ittookatleast1hr30minforVukanitogethere,he

waswithafriend.Nqobilewastiredfrom dancing

nowandIjustwantedtogethomealready.Ihada

terribleheadache..

Vukani,NqoandIdroveinmycar.Tsongafollowed

uswithVukani'scar..

Nqo:Finally!IgettomeetthefamousVukani

Me:Konjeyoudon'tknowhim neh?Nevermethim?

Nqo:Onlyfrom thepicturesyoushowedme

Me:Ohwya

Nqo:NicemeetingyouVukani

Vukani:Likewise

Nqo:Doyouhaveafriendwhoisashandsomeas

you?



Vukanilaughed..

Vukani:Usedtoo.Herelocated

Nqo:Who?

Vukani:Bone..DrBone?

Nqo:Wait?TheeDrBone?

Vukani:Yeswewerefriends

Nqo:Wow!

Idon'tknowwhyhewouldbringthatup..

Vukani:AskFuthi,Sheknowshim better.Shedidn't

tellyou?

Nqo:Noshedidn't

Me:Idon'tknowwhybecausehe'smyPast

Nqo:YourPast?Soyoutwowereexclusive?

Me:Once

Vukani:Notonce..Hepaidlobola



Nqo:Youshaggedbothfriends?GirlIYesyou

Me:Let'snottalkaboutthis,Idon'twannatalkabout

it

Nqo:Okay

Hecontinueddriving..

IRENE

ItriedsleepingbutIcouldn'tfallasleep.Alotwas

rushingthroughmymindandIcouldn'tkeepallthe

thoughtstomyself.EachtimeIclosemyeyes,I

woulddatebacktowhathappenedearlieron..

Igotoffthebed,italsoremindedmeofthemoment.

Itookthebedcoversandsleptonthefloor..

FUTHI



Wearrivedatmyplace..

Nqo:ThankyouVukani

Vukani:Don'tmentionit

Nqo:Youshouldcomehaveadrinkortwowithus,

wehavealcoholwegotfrom theclub

Vukani:NoI'm okay

Weallgotoutofthecar..

Me:Thankyouforcoming

Vukani:It'snothing

Hekissedme..

Vukani:Iloveyou..I'llseeyoutomorrow

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Thefollowingmorning,wewokeupandwenttothe

Dr.Iwasscared,Ididn'tknowwhattoexpect.AllI

knowisthatIdon'twanttobeleftwithasexually

transmittedinfection,whilstI'vebeennothingbut

faithfultothisman..

TheDrnoteddownmysymptoms,gavemesome

treatmentandtoldmetofinishthecourse.Drinklots

ofwatertoo,andgavemeacream.Saidifnothing

changeswhenIfinishthetreatment,Ishouldcome

back.

Wewentbackhome,Iateandthentookthemeds.I

putonascentedpantylinerandkeptsomeinmy

bag..Itshocksmethatinlifethere'sfriendslike

Enda,theystillthereandtheystillexist.Youdon't



findthatmuch..

Itookmythingsandwalkedtothebottlestore,it

wasn'tfar..

NQOBILE

Futhiwassleeping,andIwasgoingthroughher

phone.Ihadbypassthefingerprintaccessandput

herpassword,wasn'thardtocracksheonceputitin

mypresenceatleast3times.Ithinkit'sMpilo's

birthday..

IsearchedthroughuntilIgottoherNotes,found

Mpilo'sgravenumber.Ilockedherphoneandputit

away,thenIsavedthegravenumberinmyphone.I

wentbacktosleep.

VUKANI



MyMotherwalkedinasIwaseatingBreakfast..

Ma:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Ma:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Ma:I'm well

Shesatdown..

Ma:Whenisthemeeting?

Me:Meeting?

Ma:YesbetweenusandIrene'sfamily

Me:There'snomeeting

Ma:Why?Aren'tyouleavingherforFuthi?Orrather

haven'tyouleftherforFuthi?

Me:Ireneisstillmywife



Ma:Sowhereisshenow?

Me:WestillhavingproblemsMa,I'm fixingit

Ma:Ihopeso,shecan'tlivelikethis..Likeshe's

homeless.We'vetakenthisgirlfrom herhome

Igotup..

Me:Ihavetogo,seeyoulater

Ma:Bye

IRENE

Qhuma:ThisisMuzi,heworksforusatthefront.

Basicallyhe'sourmanager,keepstheplacerunning

forus

Me:Nicetomeetyou

Qhuma:ThisisIrene,Shewillbejoiningtheteam

Muzi:Nicemeetingyoutoo

Qhuma:Shewillbeworkingthetill,cleaningtooand

helpingaround.She'sthefirstandonlyfemale



employeewehavesopleasemakesureshe'ssafe

atalltimesfrom troublingCustomers

Muzi:SureBhoza

Qhuma:Iwillbeatthebackoffice

Muzi:Okay

Hewalkedaway..

Muzi:Aren'tyouVukani'sWife?

Me:Sortoff

Muzi:It'slovelyhavingyouaround,awomanto

lightenupthisplace

Me:Thankyou

Iwalkedaroundlookingattheplace,itwasn'tallbad.

Seemedlikeagoodchillas.

Iwenttothebackinthestaffroom toputmybag,I

passedQhuma'soffice.Thedoorwashalfopened,



hisbackwasfacingthedoorsohecouldn'tseeme.I

stoppedandlookedathim,seemedlikehewas

handlingcocaine.

Puttingitinsmallplastics,theshockthatcameto

me.Qhumaisnotwhatheseems,there'salotthat

goesdownhere.Theydealingcocainetoo?Vukaniis

backtodoingillegalthingsafterhe'sbeeninjailfor

5years?Nowonderhemakesmoremoneythanhe's

supposedtohave..ShockedasIwas,Icontinued

andwenttothebackroom.

FUTHI

IwokeupwithaslightHangover.Nqowasstill

sleeping.WhenIgotoutofbed,shealsowokeup..

Me:Morning

Nqo:Morning



Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Nqo:Ifeelgoodandyou?

Me:Slightlyhungover

Nqo:That'sbad..Youshould'vedrankwaterlikeme

beforesleeping

Me:Ishould've

Nqo:Drinkwaternow

Me:Yathenbrushmyteeth,washmyfaceandthen

gobuysomehotwingsandgetbreakfast

Nqo:Soundslikeagoodidea,letmewakeuptoo

IRENE

Iwaswipingthecounterlostdeepinmythoughts.

Muziwasputtingalcoholinthefridge.Iwonderifhe

knowsaboutwhatgoesdownhere..

Acustomerwalkedin..



Hecametome,thecounterhassafetysteelbutler

proof..

Him:Ekse

Me:Hello

Him:Ng'celaiLioneyi1(MayIpleasehaveabottle

ofbeer)

Me:Okay

HegavemeR20.Ilookedattheprices,itwasR10..

Me:Muzi..BhodlelaleLion(Muzi..Onebottleofbeer)

Muzi:Sharp

Me:Nayichange

Customer:Z'thatheleSuster,Umuhle(Keepthe

change,youbeautiful)

Me:Thankyou

Muzi:Unaloibhodlela?(Dodohaveabottle)



Customer:Ngizoyishayelala(I'lldrinkithere)

Muzi:SureBhoza

Muzihandedhim thebeer,hewalkedawaytosit

down..

IrangthebeerandtooktheR10..

Me:R10tip

Muzi:Luckyyou

Ismiled..

MysmilevanishedwhenTsongaandVukaniwalked

inchitchatting.Theywerelaughing,Muziwasstill

standingnexttome.Hislaughseizedwhenoureyes

met,Ilookeddown..

Tsonga:EyyMuzi

Muzi:Tsonga

Tsonga:Irene



Me:Hi

Vukani:Muzi

Muzi:Bhozayami

TheyproceededtothebackofficewithoutVukani

sayinganythingtome..

FUTHI

Me:LetmetextVukanitosendmemoneyforfuel

Nqo:Thiswon'tcarryus?

Me:Itwill,justneedmoneyforfuel

Nqo:Itextedhim

Wewereinthecar..

Me:Nqo

Nqo:Ya?



Ileanedonthewheel..

Me:Ineedtoupmyscale

Nqo:How?

Me:Iwantmarriage

Nqo:Wow..That's..That's..

Me:Canthatwomanstillhelp?

Nqo:I'm sureshewill

Me:That'sgood

Istartedthecar...

VUKANI

Qhuma:Ifound2peoplewhocangetthestaffgoing

Me:Cantheybetrusted?

Qhuma:Yes

Myphonevibrated...



Itookitout,itwasatextfrom Futhi..

"Canyoupleasesendmemoneyforfuel"

Me:ExcuseMe

Iwalkedouttosendher,stoppedatthedoorthat

leadstothebottlestore.Irenewasgivingtheguy

anotherbottleofbeer.Ilookedather,howthose

jeansreallyfitherperfectthickbody.Longvneck

sleevet-shirtexposinghercleavage.Shewas

wearingbootstoo.Shelookedbeautifulwithher

warm smile..Theychattedforafewsecondsand

shesmiledmore.Iwalkedoutassheturnedand

madeherwaytothecounter..

Ibumpedtoheronpurposeandslightlyputmyhand

onherwaist..



Me:Sorry

Irene:It'sokay,I'llalsowatchwhereI'm goingnext

time

Imovedmyhanddowntoherhip,that'swhenshe

movedawayfrom me..

FUTHI

WewereatthemallwhenIcalledSbosh..

Me:IneedmoreNamathela

Sbosh:EishthewomanIbuyitfrom isnotaround,

she'sinEasternCapevisitinghome

Me:Whenwillshebeback?

Sbosh:I'm notsure

Me:Can'tyougetitfrom someoneelse?



Sbosh:Notatall,I'm sorrybutI'llcontactyouwhen

she'sback

Me:Don'tyouhavemore?From yourside?

Sbosh:NexSisi,I'm alsoout

Me:Eish

Sbosh:Askies

IRENE

Muzi:That'sagoodidea

Me:Icanevencook

Muzi:Yabo,QhumaandVuksmadetheright

decisiontobringyoualong

Me:Iguessso

Vukaniwalkedbackin..

Muzi:Bhoza!



Vukanimadehiswaytous..

Muzi:Irenecamewiththisgoodidea

Vukani:Whatisit?

Muzilookedatme..

Me:I..Ithink,Iwassuggestingthatmaybewecould

startsellingplatestoo..I'lldothecooking

Muzimovedaway..

Vukani:That'sagoodidea

Me:YaaIwasdiscussingitwithMuzi

Vukani:Yaamaybewecandoit

Me:Okaythankyou

Iwalkedawayandhegrabbedmyarm,andpulled

mebacktohim....

Me:Vukani,Idon'twannafightespeciallynotin

public



Vukani:I'm notfighting,Idon'twannafighttoo

Me:Ihavetogetbacktowork

Itriedtowalkawayagainbuthepulledmeback..

Vukani:IwasthinkingIcantakeyououtforlunch,I

knowhowyoulovetheribsfrom Buffalos

Me:It'sokay,MuzihasalreadysuggestedItryfood

from thejointaroundthecorner,I'vealreadysaid

yes..WouldberudeifIgobackonmywordnow

Vukani:Ohw

Iwalkedaway..

.

Tobecontinued
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NQOBILE

AfterourbreakfastFuthidrovemehome,she

wantedtorestsomemore..Whenshedroppedme

off,Iwentinsidetogetthebottleandgostraightto

herSon'sgrave..

VUKANI

Afterourmeeting,wedepartedtomeetupagain

latertonight.IsawMuzibusyatthefront,Irene

wasn'taround..

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Muzi



Helookedatme..

Muzi:Bhoza

Me:AtwhattimeareyougoingoutforLunch?

Muzi:I'm notsureBhoza

Me:Sharp

Muzi:YinikhonaiJive?(Istheresomethingwrong)

Me:No..Nothingiswrong

Muzi:Sharp

Me:Sharp

Iwalkedout..

FUTHI

Vukanihasn'tdepositedthemoney,It'sunlikehim..

Icalledhim..



Vukani:Yeah?

Me:Yeah?

Vukani:SorryIwasbusywithsomething

Me:Youstillhaven'tdepositedthemoney

Vukani:YaaIforgot,I'lldoitnow

Me:Areyouokay?

Vukani:Yawhy?

Me:No..Youactingstrange

Vukani:I'm good..IwasabouttodrivetoMpilo's

grave

Me:Ohw..Icantagalong

Vukani:Cool..I'llpassbyandgetyou

Me:Okayseeyouthen

Vukani:Bye

IRENE



IwastalkingonthephonewithmyGrandmother..

Grams:HaiIrene,workingatthebottlestore?I'm not

toosureaboutthat

Me:It'sthebestwaytomakesomemoneyGogo

Grams:KantiVukaniisnothelpingyoufinancially?

Me:HeisbutIdon'twannabeaburden

Grams:Atwhattimedoyouknockoff?

Me:Weclosearound19:00latest20:00

Grams:Ebusukukanje?(Solate)

Iclosedmyeyes..

Me:Vukanihaspromisedtofetchme

Grams:Okaykungcono(That'sbetter)

Me:Howaretherenovationsgoing?

Grams:Theygoingwell



Me:Okaycan'twaittoseethefinishedproduct

Grams:Youwill

Me:OkayGramsIhavetogo,I'llcallyoubacklater

Grams:OkaySisi..Bye

Me:Bye

FUTHI

ItookabathasVukaniwasonhisway.No

Namathela,noenhancer.Justwaterandafoam

bath..

Iwasworriedaboutnotgettingit,ithasbeen

workingverywell.Ihopethatwomanwillcomeback

soon..

Idressedupandthenappliedsomebitofmakeup,I

neededtolookgoodsinceIhadnothingtobathwith



anymore..

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'm coming

Iwenttoopen,hewalkedin..

Vukani:Hey

Me:Hi

Vukani:Readytogo?

Me:Uhm ya..

Iwalkeduptokisshim,Iexpectedarealkissbuthe

gavemeababykiss..

Vukani:Let'sgo..Ihaveameetinglateron



Eventhemoneyforfuel,Iwasexpectingsomething

seriousbutheonlytransferredR500..

Itookmybagandthenwewalkedout..

IRENE

AfterpeeingIclosedmyeyes,expectedthatfoul

smelltocomebutitdidn't.Mypeesmelledlike

medicine,notanintensesmellthatwillmakeyou

vomit.Wasjustsmellinglikemedicine..Samegoes

formypanytliner,thedischargehadnofoulsmell..

Ichangedit,thendisposedofit.Iputanotherone,

dressedupandwashedmyhands.ThenIwentback

tothefront..

Muzi:uGrand?

Me:Yangiright



Muzi:20minforyoutogoforlunch

Me:Yes..Can'twaittogoandbuyatthatjoint

Muzi:I'llgobuyforyou,kuyagcwala(itgetsfull)

Me:That'ssweetofyouMuzi..Thankyou

Someguywalkedin..Hewasbusywithhisphoneas

hemadehiswaytous..

Hestoppedatthecounterstillbusyonhisphone,

thenhelookedupatme..

Him:Hi

Me:Hi

Hehadbeautifuleyes..

Him:NayoHeineken?(DoyouhaveHeineken)

Me:Yes

Him:3please,cans



Me:Okay

Iwalkedovertogetthe3cans..

Me:Here

Hetookouthiswallet,openeditandithadalotof

R50notes..

Him:Here

HegavemetwoR50notes..

Him:Keepthechange

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Muzi:EyyNtando

Ntando:SureMuzi

Muzi:Zkhiphani?

Ntando:Ahhnex

Muzi:SharpNtwana

Hewalkedout..



Me:Whowasthat?

Muzi:OhhNtando,Hegrewuparoundherebut

doesn'tlivehereanymoreaftergettingajob

Me:Isee

NQOBILE

Ikneltdownathisgraveandtookoutthesmall

bottle.Iopeneditandpouredonthesoil..

Me:Mpilo..Iam Nqobile,afriendofyourMother's.

Shetoldmewhatshedidtoyoumfana,I'm hearto

helpyoutakeyourrevenge.Youmusthauntheruntil

sheconfesses,don'tgiveherpeace

Ithenclosedthebottleandputitinmybag.I

fumbledthesoilsothatnotracesofthepotioncan

beseen..



IdustedmyhandsandthenIsawVukani'scar

parkingbythetreerightbyMpilo'sgrave.

Ican'tevengetupandwalkaway,I'm suretheyhave

seenme..

.

Tobecontinued

Bonustofollowthroughlater
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IRENE

IwasleaningagainstthecounterandonFacebook,I

keptonstealingglancesatMuzibecauseIwanted

toaskhim anuncomfortablequestion..

Muzi:I'm goingouttogetyousomethingtoeatat

thatspot

Me:Okay..Thankyou,butIdon'thavemoneyonme

Muzi:Don'tworrywegetR50eachforlunch

everyday

Me:Youserious?

Muzi:Yeswiththelonghours,theydecidedonthat

butonlyforuswhoworkatthefrontsobasicallyyou

andIonly

Me:Ohwokay



Muzi:Youhavetonoteitdownthough,wenotusing

theancienttillstheseonesgivesyouandthe

customerareceipt

Me:YaaIsaw

Muzi:That'showtheykeeptabssoit'simportantto

noteitdown..Moneyforlunch

Me:Okay

HetookouttheR100andjotteditdown..

Muzi:I'llbebacksoon

Me:Okay

Hewalkedaway..

Me:HeyMuzi

Muzi:Ya?

Me:ThisNtandoGuy,what'shissurname.Igota

friendrequestfrom aNtando

Muzi:Ntando?

Me:EarlieronCustomer



Muzi:NtandoShezi

Me:OkayThankyou

Hewalkedout,Icontinuedsearching..

FUTHI

Thiswasstrange,whyisNqobileatmySon'sgrave?

Idroppedheroffatherhouseandshesaidshe

wantedtosleep..

Vukani:Wtf?

Wewalkeduptoher,shewasbusycleaningaround

it.Anotsodirtygrave..

Shelookedatus..

Nqobile:Heyguys

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?



Nqobile:OhwI..IcametomyMother'sgraveand

decidedtopassbyMpilo'sgrave

Vukani:Whatthefuckfor?

Nqobile:Justpassingthroughtoseeifeverythingis

okay

Vukani:Whywouldn'tthingsbeokay?

Shelookedatme..

Nqo:I'm sorry..Ididn'tthinkitwasabigdeal

Vukani:It'snotabigdeal,it'sdisrespectful.It'sa

sacredplaceandyouhavenorightbeinginmySon's

grave.Youdidn'tevenknowhim

Me:Vukaniyouoverreacting

Vukani:Youdon'tseemyfriendscominghere,you

don'tseeQhumacominghere

Nqo:I'm sorry..Ididn'tmeantoupsetyou,I'llleave

Shewalkedaway,Vukaniclickedhistongue.



Vukani:What'swrongwithyou?

Me:Sorry?

Vukani:Whydoyouallowyourfriendstocomeover

tomySon'sgrave?Whenhaveyoueverseenthis

happen?

Me:It'snotabigdeal

Vukani:Itisabigdeal

Me:What'swrongwithyoutoday?Youinabad

mood

Vukani:Fuckoff!

Hekneltononeknee..

IRENE

Ifoundhim,NtandoShezi.HeworksatRandWater.

Hedidn'tpostmuch,ormaybeit'sbecausehis

accountisprivateandIcan'tseemuch.Isenthim a

friendrequest,Ireallylikehiseyesandheisgood

lookingtoo..



IpulledthechairandsatdownwhenEndawalkedin..

Enda:Hey

Me:Hi..Whatareyoudoinghere?

Enda:Justpassedbytoseehowyourfirstdayis

going

Me:It'sgoingwellsofar

Enda:I'm glad..Lookatyouallsmiling

Me:MaybethisisthefreshairIneeded

Enda:Maybe..Howisthesituationgoingdownthere?

Me:Actuallythesmellisgone,fornowatleast

Enda:I'm gladthemedicationseemstobeworking

Me:Metooandthankyousomuch

Enda:It'sokay

FUTHI



Whenweweredone,wedustedourselves..

Me:Wannagograbsomethingtoeat?

Vukani:No

Me:No?

Helookedatme..

Vukani:I'm marriedFuthi,acoupleofsexhereand

theredoesn'tmeanwesomething

Me:What?

Vukani:IpaidLobola,Ilovemywife.Whateveritis

thatwashappeningbetweenus..It'sover!

Me:Vukani!!

Vukani:Areyoucomingorwillyoucatchacab?

Me:IsthisaboutNqobile?

Vukani:Thisisaboutusgoingback,medrivingyou

backtoyourplace

Iwalkedtothecar..



NQOBILE

Thatwasclose,thatwasveryclose..

ItookadeepbreathasIwasinthetaxigoingback

home.IkeptoncheckingmyphonethinkingFuthi

wouldtextorcallandthrowafit.Shedidn't..

IRENE

Muzicamebackwiththefood..

Muzi:Nazo

Iopened..



Me:Smellsnice

Muzi:Itdoes,doesn'tit?

Me:Toomuch

Itwaschickenstew,Riceandsalads.Accompanied

byacanofliquifruitjuice..

Me:AndthiscostsR50?

Muzi:R40,thenthejuiceR10

Me:ThankyouverymuchMuzi

Muzi:Youwelcome

Itookmylunchandwenttoeatattheback.

FUTHI

WhenIgothome,Vukanileftstraightaway.Itook



myphoneandcalledNqo..

Nqo:Hey

Me:WhatthehellwereyoudoingatmySon'sgrave?

Nqo:Ididsay

Me:DoyouknowhowmadVukaniis?

Nqo:I'm yourfriendFuthi,Ididn'tmeantoupsetyou.

IfitpleasesyouI'llkeepmydistance,Imeantno

harm

Isatdownandsighed..

Me:It'sokay..I'm sorry

Nqo:It'sokay,he'sgoingtocomearound

Me:Idon'tthinkso,withtheNamathelafinishedhe

seemsmeforwhoIam

Nqo:Don'tworrywewillthinkofsomething

Me:Wehavetoo..RentisduesoonandIcan'tbe

embarrassed,thisisgoingtoembarrassme.Irene



willgloatandlaughatmyface

Nqo:It'sokay

Iwipedmytears..

Me:Ilovehim Nqo

Nqo:Doyouwantmetocomeover?

Me:No..It'sokayIdon'twannabotheryou

Nqo:Noit'sokayI'llcomethrough

Me:Thankyougirl

IRENE

Ididn'tfinishallmyfood..

Iclosedtheplateandputitbackintheplasticto

throwitout.Ialsoputtheemptycaninside..

Istoodupandturned,Vukaniwasstandingbythe



door..

Heactuallyfreakedmeout..

Me:Youfreakedmeout

Vukani:Askies

Me:It'sokay

Vukani:Canwetalk?

Me:Iactuallyhavetogetbacktowork

Vukani:I'm theBoss,so..

Me:Idon'twannatalkVukani

Vukani:Irene

Me:Idon'twannatalk

Iwalkedtothedoor..

Me:Excuseme

Hesteppedaside.Iwalkedout..



70

IRENE

[2WEEKSLATER]

Workwasgoingwell,andanotherpartthatwas

goingwellwasNtandoandI.Wewerenowfriends,

wecommunicatealotonwhatsapp..

Unfortunatelytheawfulsmellwasback,Iwasdone

withthemedicationandIslidbacktodepression.It

wasaSaturdaymorning,Ntandohadaskedtotake

meout.Ourofficialfirstfacetofacemeetup..

Ieventhoughtofcancelingthat'showdepressing

thesituationwas..



Me:Idon'tunderstand,theDrsaidthemedswill

clearit

Enda:Ialsodon'tunderstand

Me:Thisisanightmare,aseriousnightmare.How

willIgotoadateandthenIstandupthere'sthis

awfulsmell

Enda:Usethecream

Me:EndaIcan'tkeepusingcreamsandthesituation

doesn'theal

Qhuma:Whydon'tyoujustconsultasangoma?

Hesaidthatwhilehewasinthebedroom,EndaandI

lookedateachother.Hewalkedoutfixingthe

sleevesofhist-shirt..

Enda:Thisisaprivateconversation

Qhuma:I'm sorry..Ihavelearnedinmylifethatif

Doctorsdon'thaveanexplanationforsomething,it



couldbewitchcraftortraditional

Enda:Ineverthoughtofthat

Qhuma:Tryit,whatdoyouhavetolose?

EndaandIlookedateachother..

Enda:Imeanhehasapoint

Me:Iguessso

Qhuma:I'llcalltheManIconsulttooandmakean

appointmentforyou

Me:Whowouldwitchcraftme?Idon'thaveenemies

Qhuma:You'dbesurprised

Enda:Futhi?

Me:Naa..Iknowshe'scrazybutcanshebethis

crazy?

Enda:Onlyonewaytofindout

FUTHI



Idozedoff..

Nqo:Hey

Iwokeup..

Nqo:What'swrongwithyou?

Me:Idon'tknow..Ihaven'tsleptwellforthepast2

weeks

Nqo:Why?

Me:KeepondreamingaboutMpilo

Nqo:Doingwhat?

Me:EatingthePizza,layinginhiscoffinaskingme

whyIdidwhatIdid?

Nqo:Yooh

Me:He'shauntingme

Nqo:Isn'tityourguiltconsciencemaybe?

Me:Maybebutthedreamsareverydisturbing



Nqo:I'm sorry

Me:Idon'tknowwhattodo,Idon'tknowwhathe

wants

Nqo:Askhim,inthedreams

Me:I'lltry

Nqo:I'm goingtomissthisplace,youhadabeautiful

place

Ilookedatit..

Me:Can'tbelieveVukanidumpedmelikethis,and

thenSboshstillsaysthatwomanisnotcomingback

anytimesoon.I'veusedNozimangainstead,it

seemstobedrivinghim furtheraway..MyMotheris

goingtobegloatingwhensheseesmewalkingback

inwithmyluggage

Nqo:It'satemporarysituation

Me:Iprayso

VUKANI



IhadameetupwithGuzik,we'vesoldoutthefirst

stash.Neededanotherone..

Me:Iwouldliketoupthestash,R7000

Iplacedthemoneyonthetable..

Guzik:Soldthefirstone?

Me:Yes

Guzik:Soldout?

Me:Yes

Guzik:Impressive

Me:Thankyou

Guzik:Inthatcase,Iwouldliketoinviteyou

tomorrowfordinneratmyhouse

Me:Areyousure?

Guzik:Wouldn'tbeinvitingyouifIwasn'tsure



Me:Iwillbethere

Guzik:I'lltextyoumyaddress

Ipickeduptheglassofwhiskey..

IRENE

Enda:Areyouokay?

Me:Justscared

Enda:There'snothingtobescaredof,Qhuma

vouchesbyhim

Weweredrivingtotheplace..

Enda:He'sbeengoingthereforalongtime

Me:I'm notworriedaboutthat,justwhatI'm goingto

hearifitiswitchcraft

Enda:Atleastyouwillknowthetruthandyouwill

knowwhoisbehindyourdemise



Me:Ifit'sFuthi..Lordhelpme,ifshewantsVukani

shecanhavehim.Shealreadygothim,sheshouldn't

begoingtosuchextrememeasurestogethim

Enda:Iknowbutmostwomenaredangeroustothe

core

Me:Itwouldbebad

NQOBILE

Futhi:Allpacked..Youwillbewaitingforthevanon

mybehalftocomegetthefurniture,I'm goingtobe

livingintheoutsideroom

Me:Betterthanlivinginthehousewithher

Iyawned..

Me:Yes..Offyougo

Futhi:I'llbeback

Me:Okaygirl



Shewalkedout..

Iwaitedforhercartodriveout,whenshehaddriven

out.Iwentandpouredtheliquidpotiononher

mattress.Ischitho,andherpillow..Thisisonlythe

beginning,what'sniceaboutthesituationisthat,she

tellsmeeverything.SothethingssheusesIcan

reversethem backoralterwiththem tonotwork..

VUKANI

Guzik:I'llseeyoutomorrownight

Me:Tomorrownightitis

WeexchangedahandshakeandthenIwenttomy

car..



IRENE

Enda:Wearehere

Me:Yes

Wemadeourwayintotheyard.Thehousedidn't

lookwow,wasjustanormalhouse..

Whenwewenttotheback,westumbleduponaMan

whowassmoking.Heseemedtobeinhismid50s..

Enda:Sanibonani(greetings)

Helookedatus..

Him:Sanibonani

Enda:Err..Iam Enda,UmfazikaQhuma(Qhuma's

wife)

Him:Wooooh..Ubeshiloukuthiuzolethaumngani

(Hedidsaythatyouwouldbebringingafriend)



Enda:YeboBaba..IgamauIrene

Hebowedhisheadtomealittle..

Him:Ningasondela(Youcancomethisside)

Wewalkedtohisconsultationroom..

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

MyMothergavemethekeystothebackroom..

Me:Thankyou

Ilookedatthekeys..

Me:Iknowyoudon'tlikethis,Idon'tlikeiteither.I

willbeoutofyourhairsoon

Shechuckled..

Ma:IfonlyIgotpaideachtimewhenyousaidthose

words



Me:Iam yourDaughter,Ishouldbeallowedtocome

homewhenlifeoutsideshowsmeflames.WhatdidI

everdotoyou?Foryoutotreatmethisbad?

Ma:EyyFuthiIdon'twannasayanythingespecially

notafteryoulostyourSon.Idon'twannabemadeto

seem heartless,I'm allowingyoutoliveinthe

backroom ofmyhousewhereI'm supposedtoputa

tenantandmakemoney.Idon'tunderstandwhere

yourlifeisheadedcurrently,Idon'tknowifyou

comingorgoing.Idon'tknowanything!Youseem to

bemakingbadchoicesandtheyallrevolvearound

onePerson.Whenareyougoingtoseethatheis

messingupyourlife?Youhaditall.Bandile,you

playedhim.ThatManlovedyouandyourSon,a

childthatwasn'this.WherewasVukaniwhen

BandileraisedMpilo?Ifyouwerestillwithhim Mpilo

wouldstillbehere.Youwouldn'tmadehalfofthese

choicesthatledtoyourSonbeingfedMushrooms

byyourneighbour.ThisisBandile'spain.Ontopof

that,youbusychasingafteramarriedMen,Sies

Futhi.Howlowcanyougo?SometimesIwonderif



youaremyDaughterforreal,maybeatthehospital

theyexchangedyou.Outofallmychildren,youare

different.It'slikeyounotmychild..Ihavelong

washedmyhandswithyou,I'm justwaitingforyou

tofollowyourSonsoIcanburyyou.Simple!

IRENE

Ithoughttraditionalhealerswerescarybeings.I

exprcyedamandressedinthattraditionalhealers

attire,lookingscaryandsoundingscary.ThisMan

wasverylaidback,hewaswelcomingmadeusfeel

comfortablebyholdingsmalltalks.Crackedjokes

hereandthere,heactuallymademefeelatease.

Helitabluecandle..

Man:YeeyMaan,uthiuyazamanakuboDokotela

akuvumi(YoueventriedgoingtotheDrbutit'snot

helping)



Thatwasshocking,Ihaven'ttoldhim anythingabout

whatbringsmehere..

Man:BazebakususaukuthiuzobonauMpande..

Thokoza(Theyhavenowbroughtyouhere)

Enda:Thokoza

Me:Thokoza

Heheldthebonesandprayedfirst,thenhemoved

thebagaroundthegrassmat..

Mpande:Nawuumntwanauzileuyakhala,siboniseni

Indlelanibonisekonkeukuthiinkingaingakuphi..

Thokoza(Hereisyourchild,she'scomehere

seekinganswers.Pleaseshowustheway,reveal

everything)



Hescatteredthebones..

Mpande:NawuuManayeuyakhalaucelaitiye,

nimenzelenjeokuncanenithathekumaliyamalobola

(YourMotherisaskingforyoutodoanancestral

ceremony,from thelobolamoney)

Hemovedthestick..

Mpande:Ngobaamadloziwakhoaqinileakubo

Mama,khaboBabababavalelengaphandlezange

benzekahle(Yourstrongestancestorsarefrom your

Mother'sside,theyblockingyourancestorsfrom

yourFather'ssidetocometoyoubecausethey

didn'tdothingstherightway)

Inodded..

Mpande:YakuneskolodokuboBaba(There'sadebt



thatyourFather'sfamilyhastopay)

Me:Ngiyezwa(Ihear)

Mpande:Kantinalombhem uzwananaye

bamphandlile,anisaboningesolinye(Yourhusband

hasbeenblinded,younolongerseeeyetoeye)

Me:That'strue

Mpande:YamaanwuloDadelo(It'sthislady)

Hehitthebone..

Mpande:UyinkingaloDadeebenenganenaye,

uthatheiPantynebrawayozisebenza(She'sa

problem.Shestoleyourunderwearandbraandwent

todosomethingsinisterwiththem)



EndaandIlookedateachother..

Mpande:Useduzekakhulu,ufunaukukususa

azongena.Ukwenzelenokuthikubenzimaukuthola

abantwana.Izintlungunesilumokusinyesakho

(She'sveryclose,shewantstodoawaywithyou.

Sheevenmadeyounottoconceive,youhavepains

andverypainfulperiodpains)

Me:OhhmyGod

Mpande:Bengizothisimshayengempindiselamara

utholeuntangawakhe(Iwasgoingtosaylet'sreturn

itbackbutitseemssomeoneisalreadybusywith

her)

Enda:Thokozahowdowereversethis?Whatwas

donetoIrene?



Mpande:Akuhluphi,uzoyogezaemanziniahambayo.

Sok'lahla,sikubuyiseungenakungcola(It'snota

process,you'llgoforacleansing,toremovewhat

wasdonesoyoucanbecleanagain)

Enda:Howmuch?

Mpande:R750,ugcokeimpahlazakhozakudalaube

nezinye(Wearyouroldclothesandcomewithclean

ones)

Enda:CanwedoitthisMonday?

Mpande:Yebo,ekseniumaizululizovula(Yes,inthe

morningonlywhentheweatherallows)

Hegotup..



Mpande:Ngizokunikaintoyokugeza,ngikufake

intamboebozuukuthibangakutholinjengoba

uyogezangomvulo(I'llgiveyousomethingtobath

withthenputaredstringaroundyourwaistfor

protection)

Myheartwastorn,IdidnothingtoFuthi.Iam sohurt

thatshewouldresorttothisjustbecauseofaMan?

Ididn'tstealVukanifrom her.Hecametomeand

theyhadalreadybrokenupbythen.Soallthiswas

notbecauseofanSTIbutthefactthatshedid

somethingtomyunderwearthatsheactuallystole??

VUKANI

Istoppedatthebottlestoreandbumpedintoand

oldclassmate..Ntando..

Ntando:EhhVuks



Me:Will

Hechuckled..

Me:Wuwelomuntu?(It'syou)

Ntando:Yimilomuntu(It'sme)

Me:Ehh

Ntando:ThelasttimeIheard,youwerearrested

Me:YaahIwasreleased

Ntando:AiiNo,that'sgood

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?ThelasttimeIheard

youwerelivinginthebondhouses,haveagoodjob?

Ntando:MyMotherissickcametocheckuponher

Me:HadeJoh(I'm sorry)

Ntando:Andtocheckwhythebeautifulladythat

worksherestoodmeup

Me:Huh?

Ntando:IreneIbelieve?

Me:What?Youtwoaredating?



Ntando:ActuallyfriendsbutIreallylikeher

Me:Youdo?

Ntando:Yeah

Me:Ntandoyousingle?

Ntando:Yeshavebeenfor3months,shecheated

andfellpregnantbyanotherguyandactuallylied

thatthebabywasmine.DNAtestsprovedherwrong

Me:Isee..Soyoudon'thaveababy?

Ntando:No..Notyet

Me:Isee

Ntando:Letmego,wasgoodseeingyou

Me:Likewise

IRENE

Enda:R200consultationhe'sveryaffordableand

R750forthecleansing



Iwasawfullyquietinthecaraswedroveback.He

hadgivenmesomethingtobathwithfortonightand

tomorrow.Thengavemeastick,asmallstickto

burnat3am tomorrowandtalktomyMother.Tell

heraboutthecleansing.Toshowthatit'seffective,I

willeitherdream ofherbeforethecleansingorafter

it.Needtoletherknowandwhowillbehelpingme..

Enda:Atleastyougothelpthat'sallthatmatters

Me:IhateVukaniwithallinme

Enda:Irene..Thokozadidsayhewasblinded

Iwipedmytears..

Me:Hewasn'tgivenalovepotionEnda,sohewasin

hisrightmindwhenhetreatedmelikethat.Hegave

herthepowertodothis,aslongasshe'sstillaround.



VukaniandIwewillneverknowpeace,whatifshe

endsupkillingme?Allforwhat?ForVukani'sdick?

Shecouldhaveitandleavemealone!

Enda:Eish

VUKANI

Qhuma:IwanttotakeyoutothisManthatIconsult

too,akuqinise

Me:Why?

Qhuma:Soyoucanbeprotectedandbestrongand

youwon'teasilygetfedamalovepotionorbe

bewitched.Ineedyoulevelheadedinthisbusiness,

can'thaveyourmindcontrolledbywitchcraft

Me:Yeahsure

Qhuma:I'llmakeanappointment

Me:Qhuma



Helookedatme..

Me:Doyouknowanykasihitman?

Qhuma:Why?

Me:Justasking

Qhuma:YaaIknowaguywhoknowsaguy

Me:Howmuch?

Qhuma:6k

Inodded..

Qhuma:Why?

Me:Nonothing

.

Tobecontinued



72

IRENE

Idon'tthinkanyonewouldunderstandthepainof

fallinginthehandsofwitchcraftwhenyou'vedone

nothingwrongtoanyone,unlessyou'vebeena

victim.Whycan'tpeopleusewitchcrafttobetter

theirlivesthantomaketheotherPerson'slife

miserable?I'vedonenoticingtoFuthi.Itriedmybest

torespectherasVukani'sbabyMama.Howshe

stumbleduponmyunderwearwillremainamystery.

ThatmeansVukaniletherinourpersonalspace,

welcomedherin..

IwasonaphonecallwithNtando..Idecidedtotell

him what'shappening,Iowedhim thatmuchafter

standinghim up..

Ntando:That'sheavy



Me:Womenareouttheretryingtobetterthemselves,

she'souttherebewitchingpeopleforaMan

Ntando:Whatdidyourexsayaboutthis?

Me:Hedoesn'tknowandIdon'treallycarewhathe

saysbecauseI'm donewithhim,afterthis..Ihave

morereasontobedonewithhim

Ntando:Iunderstand..I'm sorryaboutwhat's

happenedandI'm notjudging.Yourprotection

meansmorethananythingrightnow

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouforunderstandingonwhy

Istoodyouup

Ntando:Itwasimportant

Me:Ihopethiswon'tchangeyourimpressionabout

me

Ntando:Itdoesn't.UnfortunatelyIreneweliveina

worldwherethesethingshappen.Ican'tblameyou

forsomethingyouhadnopowerover,I'm just

saddenedthatyouhadtoexperiencethis.Youseem

likeaverynicePerson

Me:Thankyou



Ntando:Atleastyouknownowandyoucangethelp,

that'sallthatmatters

Me:True

Ntando:Getsomerest,we'lltalkagain

Me:Okaybye

Ntando:Bye

FUTHI

Theyhaddeliveredmyfurniture,Nqowashere

helpingmeputthebedding..

Nqo:Lookonthebrightside,youstillhaveahome.

Somewheretosleep

Me:That'strue

Nqo:Yeap..Concentrateonthatpositivity

Me:Iappreciateyoursupport,it'sdifficultgetting

friendswhoaretruethesedays



Nqo:Iappreciatehavingyoutoo,Idon'tusuallytrust

peoplethateasilyandyouareonetobetrusted

Me:Thankyou

Nqo:Let'sfinishupsettingyourroom

IRENE

Enda:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:Abitbetterknowingwhat'shappeningtome

Enda:That'sallthatmatters

Me:EndaIam gratefulforeverythingyoudoing,you

don'tevenhavetopaytheR750

Enda:Iwantyoutogethelp,Iwantyoutoregain

yourlifeback.Ihatepeoplewhobringotherpeople

downfornothing!Youdon'tdeservethis

Me:Thankyou

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Enda:I'llgetit



Shewenttoopen..

Enda:Yougottabekiddingme!Whatareyoudoing

here?

Vukani:I'm heretotalktomywife

Enda:Shedoesn'twannatalktoyou!

Me:Endait'sokay..Wehavetotalkatsomepoint

Sheletherin..

Enda:I'llbeinmybedroom ifyouneedme

Me:Thankyou

Shewalkedaway..

Vukani:Howareyoudoing?

Ilookedathim..

Vukani:IknowImessedup,IknowI'vehurtyou.I



don'tknowwhyItreatedyoulikethat,don'tknow

whyIsaidthosethingstoyou.IreneIloveyou,more

thanyouknowanditkillsmeknowingthatIdidthat.

I'm thatguywhodidthat,Idon'tevenknowwhereto

starttofixthis

Me:Futhistolemyunderweartoworkonit,youwere

underherspell

Iwaitedforhim todefendher..

Vukani:I'm notsurprised..Itdoessoundlikeher

Ididn'texpectthatresponse..

Me:ShealmostruinedmylifeVukani!

Hesighedandwipedhisfacewithhishands.



Vukani:I'm goingtokillher.IswearI'm goingtokill

her

Me:Shewillstopatnothingtoseemedeadandyou

willhelpher

Vukani:That'snotfair,IreneIdidn'tevenknowshe

wasdoingthis..Ididn'tsendhertodothis

Me:Yougaveherthepowertodoit!ToruinusI

respectedherastheMotherofyourchildandI

expectedyoutoprotectmefrom her,tobeonmy

side!

Vukani:IwasafoolIadmit,spellornot.Ifuckedup!

I'm sorry..Nowweknowwhatshe'sdoing,nowwe

knowandIwon'tbefooledagain..I'm notgoingto

letherdothisagain



Me:Yousleptwithher,you..Youcheated

Vukani:Iwoulddoanythingtomakeituptoyou,to

makethisright..Tomakeusright,Idon'twannalose

you.Idon'twannalosewhatwehave

Me:It'stoolateforthat

Vukani:Irene

Me:Idon'twannaseeyouagain,Ihateyou!Iregret

thedayIevermetyou!

Vukani:Iknowyoudon'tmeanthat

Me:Imeaneveryword!Iwantyououtofmylife,I

wantyougone



Vukani:Ireneplease

Me:Getout..GotoFuthi!Leavemealone

Vukani:Iam notgivinguponyou,I'm notgivingup

onus

Me:Enda!

Vukani:Fine..I'm leaving

FUTHI

Nqo:It'stimeformetogo

Me:I'lldriveyouhome

Nqo:Noit'sokay..I'llcatchacab

Me:Areyousure?



Nqo:Yes

Me:Thankyouforhelpingmesortmymessout,

wouldn'thavesortedoutthisroom bymyself

Nqo:That'swhatfriendsarefor

Me:I'llseeyoutomorrow

Nqo:Tomorrowitis

Wesharedahug..

Nqo:Callmewhenyounotfeelingokay

Me:Iwill..Thankyou

Nqo:I'llcallyouwhenIgethome

Me:Okay

VUKANI

Ican'tloseIrene,Ican'tlosetheloveofmylife.What

shesaid,totallymadesense.Istartedhatingherand

beingannoyedwithheroutoftheblue..



IgothomeandtalkedtomyMother.Itoldher

everything..

Ma:HaiVukani..IknowFuthiiscrazy,butisshethis

crazy?Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:Yes

Ma:Ofcourseyouare,withaMotherlikeherI

wouldn'tputthispassher

Me:HowdidIgetmyselfintothis,howdidIendup

beingthatguywithacrazycrazybabymama

Ma:NihambanijolaVukani(Yougoarounddating)

Me:I'm alreadyfeelinglikeafoolMa

Ma:DidyoutalktoIrene?

Me:Shedoesn'twantanythingtodowithme

Ma:She'sstillangryandhurt,givehertime

Me:I'm afraidgivinghertimemightleadherto

anotherMan'sarms

Ma:Ibelieveshelovesyou,youdon'teasilymoveon



from someoneyoulove..Givehertime

FUTHI

IclosedthedoorsoIcouldrestalittle.Emotions

wererunninghigh,andIwasfeelingdown.Thinking

abouteverythingthat'sgoingdowninmylife..

Iwenttobedandlaiddown,Iclosedmyeyesand

waitedforsleeptocome..

Halfwaythrough,whenIwasabouttofallasleepI

feltafamiliarvoicetalkingandthesoundofatoy

carmoving..

"Vrum..Vrum..Vruuuum"

Igotupandsatupstraight.Ilookedaroundandsaw



Mpilo'stoycarmovingonthefloor.

"Vrum..Vrum..Vruuum"

Me:Mpilo??

Thecarstopped..

Itstartedmovingagain,gotmescared..

Me:Mpilo?Isthatyoubody?

"Vruuuum.."

Igotupfrom thebedandmovedtowerethecarwas

moving,whenItriedtotouchit.Itwasthrown

againstthewall.Couchgotturnedupdown,TV

fallingtothefloor..



Iranoutoftheroom tothehouse..

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

MyMom mademesomewatermixedwithsugar,I

drank..

Ma:Futhimaybeyoushouldgoforcounseling

Me:IwasdoingwellMa,Idon'tknowwhat's

happening

Ma:IhearthatParentsexperiencetraumaafterthey

losttheirchild.Ithinkyoushouldgoforcounseling

Me:Idon'thavemoneytopayanymore

Ma:Don'ttheyofferthem forfreeatthePublic

hospital?

Me:I'llcheck

IRENE



IhelpedEndapreparedinner..

Enda:DidNtandounderstand?

Me:Hedid

Enda:Doyoulikehim?Likehim todatehim?

Me:AtfirstIthoughtthatIdid,thoughtofdatinghim

justbecauseIwasfeelingsometypeofway.Maybe

revengeVukani,butnowI'llletitbe.Lethim be..

Enda:Doingthatmighthurtyoualongtheway,you

willdateNtandotohurtVukanibutfindyourself

beinghurtattheendwhenyoucatchfeelings.Ithink

don'tusehim,andifyoucan'tremainfriendswith

him thenlethim go

Me:Yeahyouareright

Enda:Tastethisforme

Me:Okay



FUTHI

Iwentbacktotheroom.Isatonthebedandlooked

atthetoycar.Myheartstartedbeatingfast,was

whatIsawrealoritwasjustmyimagination..

Vukaniwalkedin,Istoodup..

Me:Vukani

Vukani:Kahlekahlewhat'swrongwithyou?

Me:Sorry?

Vukani:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhatyoutalkingabout

Vukani:YoustoleIrene'sunderwearwayoyisebenza?

Iswallowed..

Me:What?That'snotright



Vukani:Don'ttellmethat'snotright,youweretrying

toruinus!

Me:ImaybealotofthingsbutI'dneveruse

witchcrafttogetaman,what'sspecialaboutyou

VukanithatIwouldusewitchcraftonyou?Ifso,I

would'vestartedwithBone!

Vukani:YeeeymaanVoetsek!Voetsekwenamaan!

YouthinkinmyrightmindIwouldsleepwithyou?

Loveyouagain?Aftereverythingthatyou'veputme

through?Evilasyouare?I'dneverdothattomyself

Me:Vukanistop!

Vukani:Youstop!From hereonIneverwannasee

youagain.Don'tcallme,don'teventextme!There's

nothingconnectingyouandIanymore,andstay

awayfrom mywife..Ifyoudon't,youwillbesorry

andthatisapromise

Hespatonmeandthenwalkedaway..

IRENE



Qhuma:Irenehowareyoufeeling?

Me:I'm feelingokay

Qhuma:Whenareyougoingback?

Me:OnMonday

Qhuma:OkaythatmeansI'llmakeanappointment

lateronMondayforVukani

Me:Why?

Qhuma:Ayoqiniswa,sothatnexttimeifanywoman

triestobewitchhim itwork

Me:Goodforhim

Qhuma:Youlovehim Irene..

Me:Stilllovinghim doesn'tmeanIshouldtakehim

back

Qhuma:Thistimeitwon'tit'llbedifferent,witchcraft

won'tplayarole

Me:QhumaIdon'tknow,whatifFuthikilledme?

Whatifsheusedwitchcrafttoseriouslyhurtme?



Qhuma:Butshedidn't..LookEndaandIwe'vebeen

throughthemostandifshedidn'tforgive,we

wouldn'tbehere

Me:Hecheated..Hesleptwithhim

Qhuma:Unwillinglyso,unfortunatelyeveryManwill

cheatonce,twiceorrepeatedly.Imagineifevery

womanleftacheatingboyfriendorhusband,

marriageswouldn'texisttoday..Vukanilovesyou

andwealldeserveasecondchance.Hedoestoo,if

hemessesupthistimethenyoucanleavehim

Me:Idon'tknowQhuma

Qhuma:Justthinkaboutit

Inodded..

VUKANI

IthinkthewaytoIrene'sheartagain,wouldbewith

herGrandmother.Iwenttoseeher.



Iseeshewasdoingsomerenovations..

Grams:Vukani

Me:Gogo..Howareyou?

Shehuggedme..

Grams:I'm goodandyou?

Me:I'm well

Grams:It'sgoodtoseeyou

Me:It'sgoodtoseeyoutoo,Iseeyoudoingsome

renovations

Grams:YesIam

Me:Howaretheycomingalong?

Grams:Prettywell

Me:Itlookslikeit'sgoingtobebeautifulwhenit's

done

Grams:Yes,I'llhavetobudgetmySassamoneyto

fixsomeofthethings

Me:Youdon'thavetoo,I'llpayforalltheremaining



money

Grams:Youdon'thavetoo

Me:It'sokay..Iwanttoo

Grams:ThankyousomuchmySon

Me:Youwelcome

Grams:Ifeellikeyouhereforsomeotherreason

Me:That'strue

Grams:Iseverythingokay?IsIreneokay?

Me:She'sfine

Grams:I'm gladtohearthat

Me:Butwenotfine

Grams:What'swrong?

Me:MyBabyMama,she..Sheusedwitchcraftto

hurtIreneandI

Grams:Ini?

Me:IactedoutandIreneisthreateningtoleaveme

Grams:Butyouaresayingthatwitchcraftwas



involved

Me:Yes

Grams:SoIreneshouldcomearound

Me:She'smovedout,livingwithherfriend

Grams:Shenevertoldme

Me:Probablydidn'twannaworryyou

Grams:I'lltalktoher

Me:Thankyou

FUTHI

ItriedtosleepbutIcouldn't,Ikeptonopeningmy

eyeseverynowandthen..

IcalledNqo..

Nqo:Hello



Me:Hi

Nqo:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Nqo:I'm goodtoo

Me:Iam notgood

Nqo:Whatiswrong?

Me:VukanifoundoutthatIbewitchedIrene

Nqo:What?How?

Me:Ithinksheconsulted

Nqo:That'stheonlythingthatmakessense,since

sheconsultedthatmeansshewillgethelp..Doyou

wanttoupyourstake?

Me:NoNqo..I'm tired,Idon'twannadothisanymore

Nqo:Iunderstand..I'm sorry

Me:It'sokay..I'vebroughtthisonmyself

Nqo:Wellifyouwanthelp,don'tbescaredtoask

Me:Thankyoufriend



Nqo:Bye

Me:Bye

IRENE

IwasonthephonewithNtando..

Ntando:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:I'm feelingbetter

Ntando:I'm sorryaboutwhathappened

Me:It'sokay..Ntandocanwetalk?

Ntando:Yes

Me:Ijustwantedtosaythat..Iappreciateyouand

thefriendshipwehaveandIwouldlikeittostaythat

way,friends

Ntando:FinebyMe..Idon'twannapushyounor

forceyoutoanything

Me:Thankyou



Ntando:Canwegooutforbreakfasttomorrow

morning?Asfriends?

Me:I'dlikethat

.
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IRENE

MyGrandmothercalledmeandaskedmetocome

oversowecouldtalk,apparentlyVukaniwenttoher

totalktoher.Ishould'veknown,that'saveryweak

movefrom him..

Grams:I'm verydisappointedinyouIrene,thisisnot

howthingsaredone.Youcan'tjustmoveoutand

moveintoafriendsplace.Ifyouwerehaving

problems,youcould'vecamehere

Me:IwantedtotellyouGogo,Iwantedtotalktoyou

aboutitbutyoudidn'twannalisten.Allyoukepton

doingwastalkaboutrenovatingthehouse,kepton

tellingmethathe'sagoodguyandthatmarriageis

noteasy



Grams:IfIheardcorrectly,andpleasecorrectmeif

I'm wrong.HisBabyMamaistheonewhodidthis,

Vukanistandswithoutfault

Me:Hesleptwithher!

Grams:Shebewitchedhim Irene

Me:ThisiswhyIdidn'twannatalktoyouaboutthis

becauseyoudon'twannaseereason

Grams:IfyouwereinhisshoesIrene,whatwould

youdo?Ifyourexintroducedwitchcraftintoyouand

Vukani?I'm sureyou'dexpecthim toforgiveyou

Me:Iwouldn'texpecthim toforgivemeifhedoesn't

wanttoo,notwhenI'vetreatedhim bad



Grams:Soyougoingtoleaveeverymanifthis

happens?GirlsarealwaystoxicIrene.Exesare

worse,youleavehim andthenshe'sgoingtowin.

Youareaprayinggirl,suchsituationsyoupray.You

seekhelpiftheneedbe,youdon'tjustupandleave.

Ifthat'syourreasoninginmarriage,thenIthinkyou

shouldn'tgetmarried.Uzozihlalelalanami

Therewasnopointinmakingherseereason

Grams:Tellyouwhat,comebackhome.Don'tbe

goingaroundlivinglikeyouhomeless,don'tdo

anythingrash.Justcomehomeandthinkaboutthis

situation,ifafter3monthsyoustillfeelthesame

waythenwewillcallameetingandyoutwocanpart

therightway

Me:IfIcomeback,Idon'twantyoutokeepon

bringingthisup



Grams:Iwon't

Me:Thankyou,I'llcomebacknextweek.OnMonday

I'm goingforacleansing,I'llcomebackthen

Grams:I'llhearfrom youthen

FUTHI

Iwaswokenupbymywholebodyitching.

Iscratchedmyself,it'sliketherewereredantsinmy

bed.Igotoutofbedandcheckedmysheets,Isaw

nothingunusual..

Thiswasweird,maybeIneedtowashthem

tomorrow..



Itookmytoiletbagandmytoweltogoandbathin

thehouse..

VUKANI

Qhuma:Thingsseem tobegettingPersonal

betweenYouandGuzik,dinnerinvite

Me:Heseemstobetrustingme

Qhuma:That'sgood..Whenyouontheinsidewecan

seehowhisbusinessrunsthenstealhis

merchandise

Me:Areyousureaboutthis?

Qhuma:Verysure



Me:Howistheotherstackgoing

Qhuma:Notsobad

Me:That'sgood

Qhuma:Ireneisstillbeingdifficult?

Me:Idon'twannashowupatGuzik'shousealone,

bea3rdwheel

Qhuma:AskIrene

Me:Shewon'tagree

Qhuma:Try



Me:Isurewill

Nqobilewalkedin..

Me:Whatisshedoinghere?

Qhuma:Who?

Me:Futhi'sfriend,shewenttomySon'sgrave

Qhuma:That'sunusual

Me:Very

Shecametousandgreeted,Qhumagreetedher

back..



Nqo:VukaniI'm trulysorryaboutwhathappened

Me:Idon'tcareNqo

Nqo:Ohw

Me:Excuseme

Igotupandwalkedaway..

FUTHI

Mybodywasredandhadrashfrom allthe

scratching.Likeanallergyreaction..

Thiswasstrange,theitchinghadstoppedfornow.I

walkedout..



Ma:Imadesomethingforyoutoeat

Me:Thankyou

Ma:Futhi..Ngathiunesinyama(Itlookslikeyouhave

badluck)

Me:Youthink?

Ma:Someone'slifedoesn'tjustcrumbledownlike

this

Me:Idon'tthinksoMa

Ma:Ithinkso,youneedhelp

Me:We'llsee,I'llcallNqobile

Ma:Dothat

IRENE

IwaswalkingbacktoEnda'splacewhenIsaw

Vukani'scarapproaching.Istoppedandexhaled.He

stoppednexttome..



Vukani:Pleasegetin

Me:Icanwalk

Vukani:Iknowyoucanwalk

Iopenedthedoorandgotin,Iclosedit..

Me:YouhadtogoandtalktomyGrandmother?

Vukani:Ihadtotalktoanelder

Me:Andyouthoughtshewasgoingtoputafew

pointersforyou?

Vukani:Anyway,Ihavebeeninvitedfordinner

tomorrownight..Abusinessassociate,it'llbeathis

housewithhiswife

Me:Andthat'smybusinessbecause?

Hechuckledandshookhishead..

Vukani:Iknowshitismessedupbutcanwetryto

keeptherespect?



Me:Istilldon'tunderstandwhatithastodowithme

Vukani:Ineedaplus1

Me:Futhiisnotavailable?

Vukani:AghMaanIrene!YaaIflopped,YaaIdidfuck

herbutam Iwithher?NoI'm notIstillleftthat

situation.Iam askingyoubecauseyouaremywife,

nowyou'vemadeitclearyoudon'twantmeanymore

it'sokaybutI'm askingcanyoupleaseaccompany

metomorrownight?It'sjustgoingtobeforafew

hours,onenightandthat'sit.Iwon'tbotheryou

again

Isatthereandthoughtforawhile..

Vukani:Thankyou..18:00I'llpickyouup



FUTHI

Aftereatingdinner,Iwentbacktotheroom.I

openedandwalkedin,onthebedsataboxofpizza.

SamepizzathatIboughtMpilo..

Themushroomswerejusttherestickingout,sitting

onthepizza..

Ishookmyhead..

Me:No..No..No

Iturnedbackandwalkedout,Imademywayinside

thehouse..

Me:Ma!!



Ma:Yini?(what)

Me:Comeandsee

Ma:Seewhat

Me:Pleasecome

Iheldherhandandwewalkedouttomyroom,we

gotinside..

Me:There

Ma:Therewhat?

Thepizzawasnotonthebedanymore..

Ma:YiniFuthi?

Me:Itwasthere

Ma:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Thepizzabox,itwasonthebed

Ma:There'snothingonthebedFuthi



Me:Iswearitwasthere

Ma:Haicha,usuyahlanyamanje(Youarelosingit

now)

IRENE

Me:Thankyou

Vukani:Doyouneedmoney?Foranoutfit?

Me:No..I'm fine,I'llseeyouat18:00

Vukani:Okaysharpandthankyou

Igotoutofthecarandclosedthedoor..

FUTHI

Me:CanIsleepinthehouse?

Ma:No



Me:Ma

Ma:FuthiI'm alreadybeingniceenoughbygiving

youthisroom,don'tbothermeanyfurther

Me:Maplease

Ma:YouarenotcominginsidemyhouseFuthi

forgetit,andstopbotheringmeI'm goingtolockthe

door!

IRENE

Enda:Andshe'sback

Me:Yeap

Enda:Howdiditgo?

Me:I'm goingtobemovingbackhomenextweek

Enda:That'sgood,showsyourrelationshipwithyour

Grandmotherisgoingwell

Me:Yeah..Sortof

Enda:What'swrong?



Me:Vukaniaskedmetoaccompanyhim

somewheretomorrownight

Enda:And?

Me:Isaidyes,wellnotinsomanyways

Enda:Areyoucomfortablewiththat?

Me:Ialreadyagreedtoit

Enda:WhateveryougoingtodecideI'm goingto

supportyou.I'm innopositiontojudge,helldareI

wentbacktothesamemanmultipletimessoI'm

notanexpert

Me:Wewillsee

.

Tobecontinued
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NTANDOSHEZI

Iknockedathisoffice..

Captain:Comein

Iwalkedin..

Cap:Leiutenant

Me:Workingthroughthenight?

Cap:Yes..Pleasesitdown

Isatdown...

Cap:Howisitgoing?Howisyourcovergoing?

Me:It'sgoinggoodsofar,onlyamatteroftimeuntil

someoneblowsmycover

Cap:Yousaidityourselfthatwhereyoucomefrom



theydon'tknowwhatyoudo,asfarasthey

concernedtheythinkyouworkingatRandwater

Ichuckled...

ImovedoutofthehoodrightwhenIpassedgrade

10tocomelivewithmyFatherherein

Johannesburg.Ididmygrade11and12,thenjoined

thepoliceacademy.IhavetwoFacebookaccounts,

onethatIuseconstantlyandonethatisadivertion.

NooneatthehoodactuallyknowswhatIdosinceI

movedaway,myMotherbeingsomeonewhoisvery

privateandhealthimpairedshestaysindoorsmost

ofthetime.Nofriends,nonothing.Justherandmy

Grandmothersotheyweren'tpeoplewhowent

aroundtellingotherpeopleaboutourbusiness.We

areafamilywhodoesn'tdothat,myGrandmother

standson"Youwillneverknowwhoyoutellingyour

businesstoo"...

Wearesettonailingthebiggestthugeverknown,

Guzikandwehavespottedhim withVukanialot.



Eitherheworksforhim,inbusinesswithhim or

VukaniisdoinghisthingandGuzikishisdealer.I

wasgiventheassignment,IhopeIdon'truinit.It'll

bethebiggestbreakofmycareer..

Me:I'm goinghome,I'llseeyouonMonday.Irene

andIwegoingoutforbreakfasttomorrowmorning

Igotupfrom thechair..

Cap:Leiutenant

Me:Sir

Cap:Don'tforgetthisisanassignment,don'tcatch

feelings

Me:YesSir

IRENE



ThenextmorningIwokeupandpreparedmyself,

Ntandosaidhewillbehereat9am..

Enda:Nervous?

Me:Notentirely

Enda:Whatdoeshedo?

Me:HeworksatRandwater,sohisprofilesaysand

hesays

Itookoutmyphoneandshowedher..

Enda:80friends,notaPersonwhoisbigona

Facebookcrowd

Me:Notatall

Enda:He'scute

Me:Very..HowdoIlook?

Enda:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou



FUTHI

Iheardaknockatthedoor..Itriedtoignore,butthe

Personkeptonknocking..

Nqo:Futhi

Me:I'm coming

Igotoutofbedandwenttoopen..

Nqo:Hey

Me:Hey

Shewalkedin...

Nqo:Veryunusualforyoutosleepuntilthislate

Me:Ihardlygotanysleep

Nqo:What'swrong?

Iwentandsatonthebed..

Me:Mpilo



Nqo:Wait..Myphoneisvibrating

Shegotitout...

Nqo:Aghmystupidboyfriend,pleasegoon..I'm

sorry

Me:Mpiloishauntingme

Nqo:Areyousureyounotjustimaginingthings?

Me:NqowhatdidIdo?IkilledmyownSon

Nqo:Youdidn'tkillMpilo

Me:Ifedhim themushroomsjusttogettheMan,I

killedhim

Nqo:Futhi

Me:Ididn'tevengetthemanattheend

Nqo:AlsobewitchingIrenestilldidn'thelp

Me:Itdidn'thelpatall,she'salsogettinghelp

Nqo:Hai..Letmehelpyoutidyup

VUKANI



IwaswithmyNephew,he'sgrowingsobig.Sucha

healthybabyboy..

Thando:Holdhim likethis,supporthishead

Me:Okay

Thando:Vukanithankyouforhelpingout,Idon't

knowwhatIwould'vedone.BeingasingleMother

Me:I'm notsayinggoandgetanotherone

Thando:Iknow,nextyearI'm goingbacktoschool

Me:That'sthespirit

Thando:ImissIrene,shehelpedforthislittleguyto

come

Me:Imisshertoo

Thando:IhateFuthi,withallinme

Me:Jointheteam

MyMom walkedoutofherbedroom..



Zuxie:I'm offtochurch

Me:Enjoy

Zuxie:Don'tforgettodefrostthemeat,I'llcookwhen

Icomeback

Me:I'llcook

ShelookedatThando..

Zuxie:Okaythen..SeeyouguyswhenIgetback

Thando:Bye

Zuxie:letmesaygoodbyetomylittlemunchkin

IRENE

Ntandotextedmethathewasparkedoutside..

Itookmybagandwalkedout..



WhenIwalkedoutofthegate,IsawFuthiandsome

girlstandingoutsideatthegate.

Theylookedatme.Imademywaytohiscarandgot

in..

Ntando:Hey

Me:Hi

Ntando:Youlookbeautiful,asalways

Me:Thankyou

Ntando:Shallwe?

Me:Yesplease

Hestartedthecar..

FUTHI

Thecartookoff,NqoandIlookedateachother

shocked..



Me:Wooooow..Missgoodytwoshoes?

Nqo:Whowasthat

Me:Vukani'swife

Shehitmeonmyshoulder..

Nqo:Youlie!

Wewalkedtogobuyvetkoeks..

Me:Quitegirlsarehoes

Nqo:Iam surprised

Me:Metoo

Wecontinuedwalking...

VUKANI



Me:Youdon'thavetohelpyouknow

Thando:Please..Thebabyissleepingsowhynot

Myphonebeeped..

Iwenttocheck,itwasawhatsappnotification.I

checked,FuthihadsentmeaphotoofIrenegetting

intosomecar.Ilookedatitforawhile.Itwastaken

from afarbutIknowmywife,itwasher.Iblocked

Futhifrom whatsapp..

Thando:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine

IRENE

Ntando:Sotellme,howissuchabeautifulwoman

single?



Me:Let'sjustsaylife

Ntando:Areyouserious?Youreallydon'thave

anyonethatyouseeing?

Me:It'scomplicated

Ntando:WellthenIwon'tpush

Me:Thankyou

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

ThisthingwithIrenestung.Remindedmeofmy

situationwithFuthi,whensheleftmefrom mybest

friend.IknowI'vehurther,butatthesametimethat

wasaquickmove.Wedidn'tcallitquits,nothingof

thatnature.Thatwasquickofher,nowI'm

wonderingifthisaffairhasbeengoingonforawhile

noworwhat...

Qhuma:Here

Me:Ta

Qhuma:Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:I'm desperate,ifyouwereinmyshoeswhat

wouldyoudo?

Qhuma:Iunderstand,justbecarefulandmakesure

itdoesn'tcomebacktobiteyouintheass



Me:Iwillthankyou

Qhuma:Youslidethroughboththepills

Me:They'lltaketimetomelt,I'llcrushthem

Qhuma:Goodidea

Me:Thankyouagain

I'm planningondruggingIrene,rapeherand

hopefullygetherpregnant..

IRENE

Me:Thisisbeautiful,Ineededthefreshair

Ntando:Youwelcome,actuallyIalsoneededthe

freshair.Workishectic

Me:Icanimagine..WishIcouldgetajobsoon

Ntando:Youwill



(Silence)

Ntando:InoticedthatonyourFacebookpictures,

there'saPictureofyouandVukani

Ilookedathim..

Me:YouknowVukani?

Ntando:Wewenttoschooltogether,Grade8

classmates

Me:OhwIsee

Ntando:Thoughtyouweren'tseeinganyone

Me:That'swhyIsaidit'scomplicated

Ntando:Wellwehaveafewhours

Me:Ialreadytoldyouaboutthewitchcraftstory,he

alsosleptwithher

Ntando:Ohwthat'shisBabyMama,Futhi?

Me:Yeap



Ntando:Wow..SheandVukanidatedsincefrom

highschool,Yesshewasabitforwardbutthis..This

evil

Me:Sometimesyouthinkyouknowsomeonebut

youdon't,Peoplecansurpriseyou

Ntando:Apparently...Howdoyoufeeldatinganex

con?

Me:Ifeelokay..Why?

Ntando:Don'tgetmewrong,justthatmostexcons

don'tchange

Me:Vukanihaschanged

Ntando:Mustbehardfindingajob

Me:Youseem veryinterestedinhim

Ntando:He'sacompetition,IneedtoknowwhatI'm

upagainst

Me:Ohwwell..Notforlong

Ntando:There'shopethere



NQOBILE

HavingtopretendtobeFuthi'sfriendwasachore,

nowthatIhavethisrecordingIdon'thavetoo..I

posteditonFacebookandTwitter,putitasmy

whatsappstatusandblockedherfrom viewingmy

status...

VUKANI

IcalledIrenetofindoutifshe'sstillonforlater

tonight,shedidn'tpickup.Shestillmustbewith

him..

Thando:Youokay?

Me:YeahI'm good

Thando:Iwannaeatandrest



Weweredonecooking..

Me:Butthelittleguyisnottroublesome

Thando:Atnightheis

Me:That'ssad

Thando:HaveyouspokentoIrene?

Me:Wegoingouttonight

Thando:Thatsoundspromising

Me:Itdoes,Ihopeweworkthroughourproblems

tonight

Thando:Metoo

ENDA

IsawoneofmyfriendsonFacebook,shehad

sharedawhatsappVNfrom aNqobile.Thecaption

iswhatgotme:



"Somewomenaretoxic,peopleneedtobecareful

outthere.Thisisaclosefriendconfessingthis,her

nameisFuthi"

Ilistenedthroughandalmostdroppedmycellphone

tothefloor..

Me:OhhhhhhGoodness!!

Qhuma:What'swrong?

Me:listentothis

Imadehim listen..

Qhuma:Wait..Futhi?Futhi?

Me:Yes

Qhuma:Shiiit!Vukanican'thearthis,he'sgoingto



loseit

Me:It'sonsocialmediahowdoesonehide

somethingonsocialmedia?

Qhuma:Thisisgoingtosethim 10stepsback

ImentionedIreneonthecommentsection..

FUTHI

IwentonFacebookandsawNqobileposted

something,sheeventaggedme.Alreadyshewas

sittingon160comments,50sharesand500likes..

Ilistenedthrough,anditwasaVNofmetalking.So

sherecommendedmewhenIconfidedinher..My

earsstartedringing,throatwentdryandmyheart

sanktomyknees..



HowcanNqobilebetraymelikethis?I'vetrustedher

withmysecrets.Mydeepdarksecrets..

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

ThatVnthatEndamademelisten,brokeme.The

partofFuthisayingthatshebewitchedmetoget

Vukani,doesn'tsetmeoff.I'veheardalready,buther

confessingtokillingherSonbymakinghim eat

somethingthathe'sallergictooforthesakeof

gettingtheMan,thatwasrepulsive.Disheartening

andshocking.IcanonlyImaginehowVukanifeels

aboutthis,HelovedhisSonandhearingthis.It's

goingtoshatterhim..

HowdoyouasaMotherdothat?Ntandosaidshe

cangetarrestedforpremeditatedmurder.

NegligencetoothatledtoherSondying.Ifacase

couldbeopenedforher..

Iwishitcould,thisisevil.I'dneverputanyMan



abovemyownfleshandblood..

ThedaywentbyuntillateronwhenIprepared

myselfforthedateIhavewithVukani.I'm surprised

hehasn'tcanceledaftertherealizationofwhatFuthi

did..

Iheardaknockatthedoor,Iwalkedoutoftheguest

room andwenttoopen.Hestoodtherealldressed

upinformalwear.Helookedhandsome..

Vukani:Hey

Me:Hey

Vukani:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Uhm yes..Letmegetmybag..Ithoughtyou

wouldcancel

Vukani:Why?

Ilookedathim,Itseemslikehehasn'theardor

madeknownabouttheVN..



Me:It'snothing,letmefetchmybag

NQOBILE

IlookedatmyAuntasshedugupIrene'sunderwear

andbra..

Aunt:BasaUmlilo(Startthefire)

Ilookedaround,notalotofpeoplewerepassing..

Me:Okay

WearereversingwhatFuthididtoIrenebyburning

theunderwearandbra.Shehasbeen

Calling,texting.Ihaven'trespondedtoanyofher

texts..



FUTHI

Iwipedmytears,mypictureswerebeingshared

around.Peopleweresayingthemostawfulthings.

Myheartwasbroken,howcanNqodothistome??

Myphonevibrated,itwasatextfrom Bonewhich

read:

"Thisisonlythebeginning"

Ideletedandblockedhisnumber..

IwipedmytearsagainwhenMyMotherstormedin..

Shelookedatme..

Ma:Packupizintozakhoandleavemyyard

Ilookedather..



Me:Ma

Ma:Ngifunauphumeuphelela(Iwantyououtof

here)

Me:Youcan'tbeserious

Ma:Iam verySeriousFuthi,YesI'm notthebest

Personintheworld.I'm notthebestParentbutthis..

I'dneverkillmyownchild,ifyoucankillyourown

Sonforthatuselessexconthatmeansyoucankill

metoo

Me:Mangiyacela,ngizoyaphi?(Maplease,where

willIgo)

Ma:Idon'tcarebutIwantyouout!Ifyoucan'tleave

onyourownI'lldragyouout

Me:Maaplease

Ma:Hambamthakathi(Leaveyouwitch)



IRENE

Ikeptonlookingathim ashewasdriving.Canonly

imaginewhatthisisgoingtodotohim,myheart

brokejustthinkingaboutit..

He'sgoingtodieoratleastwanttoo..

IfFuthididn'twantMpilo,shecould'vejustgivenhim

tohisFather.VukaniLovedhisSonmorethanlife

itself,Mpilomeanttheworldtohim.Heeven

struggledthroughtoaccepthisdeath.Hedidn'teven

gotohisfuneralforheaven'ssake!!!

Iextendedmyhandtohisandheldit,heturnedand

lookedatmeandsmiled..

Hegentlysqueezedmyhand..



Vukani:That'sanicegestureconsideringyouhavea

boyfriend

Me:Huh?

Vukani:Sawyougettingintohiscarthismorning,is

itNtando?

Iretractedmyhandfrom hisgrip..

Me:He'sjustafriend

Hechuckled..

Vukani:He'sjustafriend

Me:Ihaven'tsleptwithhim noram Iplanningtoo,

I'm alsonotdatinghim.I'm notawhoreVukani

Heheldmyhandandkissedit..

Vukani:Iknow..I'm sorry

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Vukani:You'llsee



FUTHI

Idraggedmybagouttothecar,Iopenedtheboot

andputitin.Iwalkedandquicklygotinsidebefore

someonespotsmeandsayssomething..

MyAuntPinkyistheonlyoptionIhavenow..

Thisisatruenightmare,I'm livinginaterrible

nightmare..It'snothappening,thiscannotbemylife.

Irefuse..

IRENE

WedroveintothisbeautifulhouseinPretoriaNorth..

Me:Wholiveshere?



Vukani:Abusinessassociate

Me:Whatbusinessdoeshedo?

Vukani:It'scalledNoneofyourbusiness

Me:Mxm

Hechuckled..

HeParkedandthenwegotout..

Heheldmyhandandwemadeourwaytothedoor.

Herangthedoorbell..

Heleanedoverandwhisperedinmyear..

Vukani:DidItellyouthatyoulookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou,youdon'tlookbadyourself



FUTHI

IdroveouttomyAunt'splace.Shelivesina4room

housewithherDaughterandGranddaughter,she

livesinanotherhood..

ShehuggedmetightasIcried..

Me:ItfeelssounrealAunty

Aunt:It'sokay..Iunderstand,Phephisa

Me:Mylifeiscrashingdown,Idon'tevenknow

wheretostarttopickupthebrokenpieces

Aunt:It'sokay..Wewillfiguresomethingout

IRENE

Wewerewelcomedinbythiscouple,theyseemed



older..

Guzik:Vukani..Youmadeit

Theyexchangedahandshake..

Vukani:ThankyouforhavingusGuzik

Guzik:Meetmywife,Evelyn

Vukani:Nicetomeetyou

Evelyn:Youtoo

Vukani:Thisismybeautifulwife,Irene

Guziktookmyhandandkissedit

Guzik:Lovelytomeetyou,he'sverylucky

Me:Lovelytomeetyoutoo

Evelyn:Thiswayplease

Wefollowedthem tothelivingroom..

Everythingwassetonthetable,Vukaniopenedmy



chairformeandIsatdown..

Me:Thankyou

Hekissedmeonmycheekandsatnexttome..

FUTHI

Aunt:Here

Me:Thankyou

Itookthemug,shesatdown..

Me:Mom wantsnothingtodowithme,she'svery

surethatI'm goingtokillher

Aunt:She'sstillmad,givehertimetocalm down

Me:Idon'tthinkshewill

Aunt:Youcanstayhereuntilyoufindsomething

Me:ThankyouAunty

Aunt:Youwelcome



IRENE

Itwasabeautifuldinner,weallchitchattedasiflike

we'veknowneachotherforalongtime.Guzik

seemstobeawealthyMan,can'tbelievehe'sdoing

businesswithVukani..

Idon'tthinkhedoesanythinglegally,buteitherway

heseemslikeaveryvigilantthug.Onethatwon'tbe

easilycaught..

Me:ThefoodisdeliciousEvelyn

Evelyn:I'llpassyourgratitudetotheChef

Me:Ohw

Wealllaughed..

Evelyn:Ican'tcooktosavemylife

Vukani:WellIreneisagreatcook



Evelyn:Lovelymaybeonedayyoucanhelpmefind

mywayaroundthekitchen

Me:Maybe

Vukaniheldmyhand..

.

Tobecontinued



78

VUKANI

WehadabeautifultimeatGuzik'shouse.Thedinner

wasdeliciousandthecompanywasgreat.Irene

wentabitharderonthewine,makingustopoolover

atthegasstationsoshecouldusetherestroom..

WewalkedinandInoticedtheSlushmachines,Igot

twoofthem andwenttopay.ThenwhenIwasdone,

Iwenttothecar..

Aslushyisanicybeverage,andIwasstartingto

neglectmyplanbecausetherewasn'tanywayto

achieveituntilnow..

Itookoutthepills,alreadyhadcrushedthem at

homeandmixedthem inherdrinkwithherstraw..



ThiswillbetheonlywaythatI'llbeabletogether

back..

Irenecameback..

Irene:I'm sorryaboutthat

Me:It'sokay

Irene:Wecan

Me:HereIboughtyouaslushy

Irene:Ohwnice,it'sbeenawhilesinceIlasthadone

Ilookedatherasshedrank..

FUTHI

Sim:Idon'tthinkthisisagoodidea

Simphiweismycousin,MyAunt'sDaughter.She'sa



yearolderthanme..

Sim:Futhihasdoneterribleandevilthings,Idon't

feelsafearoundhernorhavingheraroundmy

Daughter.ShepurposelykilledherownSonfora

man,whatifshekillsmychild

Aunt:KodwaSim,ihaba(Youexaggerating)

Sim:I'm notMa..Idon'tthinkhavingthisgirlaround

isgood,she'sverytoxic.Ifshecontinuestostay,I'll

takemyDaughterandleaveyou'llhavetochoose

Shestoodupandwenttoherbedroom..

Aunt:It'sokayI'lltalktoher

VUKANI



Itookthelongwayroadhometomakesurethatwe

delayarrivinginthehoodbeforethedrugshave

takeneffect.Ilookedatherassheyawned..

Irene:Weird..Isuddenlyfeeltiredandverysleepy

Me:Wealmostthere

Irene:Letmeclosemyeyesforafewseconds

Me:I'llwakeyouupwhenwearrive

Ikeptondrivinguntilwearrivedatthehood,shewas

sinkingindeeperanddeeperintoLalaLand..

Iparkedatthebiggate.Iturnedtoher..

Me:Irene?

Shewasgone..



Igotoutandwenttogetherout,shewasabit

heavierthanIgavehercreditfor.Iputherovermy

shoulderandlockedthecar,thenIwalkedin.I

closedthegateandproceededtomyroom.I

unlockedandlaidherdownonthebed..ThenI

lockedthedoor..

NQOBILE

Myphonerang,Iansweredwithoutcheckingthe

callerID..

Me:Hello

Futhi:YaaNqo

Me:OhwFuthi

Futhi:Howcouldyou?

Me:SorryhowcouldIwhat?

Futhi:Itrustedyou,Itrustedyouwithmylife



Me:Biggestmistakeever,becauseIcouldneverbe

friendswithamurderer!Youkilledyourownchild

whatkindofaMotherdoesthat?Whatkindofa

womanusesMuthitogetaMan?Amanthatyou

don'tevenhave

Futhi:IsweartoGod,makesurethatyouandIwe

don'tcrosspathsbecauseIwilldoyoubad

Me:Ohwthreats,howsweet

Futhi:I'm goingtokillyou

Me:GoodbyeFuthiandpleasestopcallingme,I'll

blockthisnumbertoo

Ihungup...

VUKANI

Shewasn'tcompletelyout,shewasmovingabit

hereandthere.Havingsexwithawomanwhoisout

wasabitdifficult,Doingthiswithherwhilstshe's



notcontributing,normoaningwashard.HenceI

tookasexualstimulantmyselftogivemeadesired

erection.Iarousedmyselfmorebycaressingher

body,rubbingmyselfagainsthercoochieandaftera

fewminutesIwasrockhardthenIslowlymademy

wayin..Shemovedalittle,Ipinnedherhands

againstthebedandjustwentforit.Shemadea

sound,butcouldn'tfighttobeawake,afterawhileof

tryingshejustgaveinandIkepton...

FUTHI

IsharedabedwithmyAunt,thenextmorningIwoke

upearly.Icouldn'tevensleep,Iwasbusytossing

andturning,nottomentionhowmybodykepton

itching..

Igotoutofbedandputonmygown,thenIwalked

outofthebedroom.MyAuntisaverytidyPerson,

herhousewascleanandverytidy.Isawher

sweepingoutside,Iwalkedouttogoandcheckher..



Me:Mamncane

Shestoppedandlookedatme..

Aunt:Futhi

Me:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Aunt:I'm wellandyou?

Me:I'm good..CanIhelpyou?

Aunt:Noit'sokay..I'm almostdone

Me:Areyousure?

Aunt:Yes..Youcanmakeusbreakfast

Me:Okay

Shelookedatme..

Aunt:What'swrongwithyourneck?

Me:Huh?

Aunt:Yourneckithasrash



Me:Idon'tknow,mybodyisitchy

Aunt:Hayiikhaintelezi(GetthealoeVeraplant)

Me:Okay

Aunt:Gezangayo(Bathwithit)

Me:OkayAuntythankyou

Aunt:Youwelcome

IRENE

Iwokeupthenextmorningandyawned..Islowly

openedmyeyes,andrealizedthatIwassleepingin

Vukani'sbedroom..

Ifreakedoutandroseupfrom thepillow,Iwas

naked.Hewassittingonthedressingtabledrinking

coffee,withhisfootbalancingonthesmallchair..

Vukani:Goodmorning



Me:Whathappened?

Vukani:Wellwewenttothedinner,youhadtheir

expensivewine.Gotsloshedandhornywecame

backandgotdowntoit

Me:What?

Vukani:Youdon'tremember?

Me:Uhm..NoIdon'trememberanything

Vukani:That'sstrange,consideringhowhornyyou

areandhowwetyouwere.Wegotdowntoit,

couldn'tevenkeepyourhandsoffme.Youeventore

afewofmybuttonsfrom myshirt

Me:Idon'trememberanything



Vukani:Irenecomeon,don'tdothis..Youseriously

cannotbeenthatdrunk

Icouldfeeltheslightpainfrom myvagina..

Vukani:Futhiwhat'swiththeredstring?

Me:Longstory

Igotoutofbed,stillnaked..

Me:Thisisweird

Hegotupfrom thedressingtable..

Vukani:Ifyoudon'tremember,Icanremindmehow

lastnightwent



Me:Ihavetogo

Vukani:Ireallythoughtweweregoingtotalkthings

over,nowthatlastnightwehadsuchanamazing

time

Igotmydressandstartedtodressup..

Me:Ireallyhavetogo

FUTHI

Mybodywassorefrom theitchyrash,ifitdoesn'tgo

away.I'llhavetogototheclinic.IthurtmoreasI

bathewiththeAloeVeraPlant.

Aunt:Areyouokay?



Me:I'm okayAuntythankyou

Aunt:I'llmakebreakfast

Me:Don'tworryAunty,I'llmakeit

Aunt:OkaySisi

IRENE

Iwalkedinnextdoor..

Enda:Wherehaveyoubeen?Iwasworriedabout

you!

Ileanedagainstthedoor..

Enda:Wehadanappointmentremember?The

cleansing?



Me:Canwestillgo?

Enda:NowIthinkit'slate

Me:PleaseEnda

Enda:Okayfine..Freshenup

Me:Thankyouverymuch

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Whenwearrivedatthehood,IwenttoVukani's

housetoseehowthesituationwas.

Zuxiewasstressed,wetriedcallinghim.Wetried

textingbutheneverresponded.Hourspassedand

allthatwecoulddowaspraythathedidn'tdo

anythingstupid.Iknowhehurtme,Iknowhe'snot

thebestPersonbutIdostilllovehim andthat'sthe

scarytruth.Justbecausethingsaren'tworkingout

betweenus,doesn'tmeanIshouldwishhim bad.I

don'twishbadthingsonhim andI'm deadassupset

atthelevelofhowtoxichisexis.She'stryingso

hardtoruinhislife,anditseemslikeshe'swinning

onlybecauseVukaniisgivingherthePower..

Weheardaknockatthedoor,wealllookedateach



other..

Me:I'llgetit

Iwenttoopenthedoor,itwastwocops.Myheart

sank..

Officer1:GooddayMam'

Me:Goodday

Ilookedatthem,theywerestandingthereasiflike

theywereheretoapprehendthemostdangerous

criminal.Bulletproofvests,theirgunssafelytucked

inbuttheiraurawasn'tcomfortablewithme..

Officer1:WelookingforVukaniNtuli

Me:InregardstowhatifImayask?

Officer2:Ishearound?

Zuxie:Ireneubani?(Whoisit)



Me:It'suhm..TheylookingforVukani

Zuxiecamethrough..

Zuxie:OhhhhhhmyGod,ohhhhhhNkosiyami..

What'shappening?

Officer:Acaseofassaultwasopenedagainsthim,

byMarthaTshabalala

Me:Huh?

Zuxie:Futhi'sMother..Waitwhatdoyoumeana

caseofassault?

Officer1:Attackedtheoldwomanandthreatened

herwithafirearm



Zuxie:Thatcan'tbetrue,MySoncannotdothatto

anelderthat'snotVukani,that'snothowIraisedmy

Son

Officer2:Ishehereornot?

Me:He'snotaround..

Officer1:Whenhecomesbackpleaselethim know

welookingforhim,heshouldcomedowntothe

stationandlookforofficerMbewu

Me:We'lltellhim

Theywalkedaway..

Zuxie:Vukaniusenzanikodwa?(WhatisVukani

doingtous)



VUKANI

IstoppedatMpilo'sgrave,Iglanceddownatitand

emotionsstartedfloodingin.Iwasn'tthereto

protecthim,Iwasn'ttherewhenhewasinpain.

Probablybeggingforme,howitmust'vehardfor

him.Washeinalotofpain?Didhecry?Didhe

wonderwhythiswashappeningtohim?

Me:HiChamp

JustwhenIwasstartingtoreconnectwithhim,

deathdidn'ttakehim,Goddidn'ttakehim.Hisown

Mothertookhislife,SheplayedGod.Birthhim and

killedhim attheend...

Iwipedmytears..



Me:I'm sorry..Allthisismyfault.MaybeifIdated

someonedifferentatthattime,maybeifIhadababy

withsomeonedifferentyouwouldstillbealivetoday.

Iwasn'ttheretoprotectyoufrom yourGrandmother,

andIwasn'ttheretoprotectyoufrom yourown

Mother.MpiloIdon'tthinkyouunderstandhow

brokenIam,Ihaveneverbeenthisproudtobea

FatheruntilImetyouandnow..Now..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Nowyougone,Idon'tevenknowhowtodeal

withit..Idon'tknowhowtogetthroughthepain,my

heartisbleeding.I'm breakingBoy..I'm breaking

(Crying)

FUTHI

MyAuntgavemeaglassofwatermixedwithsugar,

Iwasshaking..



Me:MamncaneI'm tired,Ijustwannadie

Aunt:Don'tsaythatSisi

Me:MySonishauntingme

Aunt:uMpilo..Idon'tthinkhe'srestinginPeace,

maybeyoushouldconsultandseehowyoucanhelp

him getpeace

Me:Iregreteverything

Aunt:Iknow..Iknow..We'llgetthroughit,Together

IRENE

Zuxiewasdistraught..Wehadtomakeherliedown..

Thando:Ourfamilyisbreakingapartagain

Me:Thisisdifficult

Thando:ItwashardwhenVukaniwasarrested,

almostdrovemyMothertoinsanity.Nowhe'sgoing



togetarrestedagain

Shebrokedown..

Me:Thatfamilyseemstohavealwayshaditforhim

Thando:IwonderwherehemetFuthiandwhydidn't

hemeetyoufirst,wewouldn'tbegoingthroughthis

Ihuggedher..

Me:It'sokay..Wegoingtobeokay

ENDA

Qhumawalkedin..

Irenehadtextedmethatcopsarelookingfor



Vukani..

Me:And?

Qhuma:Ican'tfindhim

Me:Icannotbelievehisgoingtojailagain

Qhuma:Vukaniissmart,goodformybusinessesbut

he'sweak.He'sveryweakemotionallywhenit

comestohisexandIcan'thavethat.ImagineifI

wasthatweak,myExwifewould'velongburiedme

Me:ThisoneisdifferentQhuma,hischilddied.

KilledbyhisownMama

Qhuma:IknowandIsympathizewithhim,onlyIrene

canputhim backtogetherbutshe'salsoweak



Me:Areyouthinkingaboutyourselfinthis?

Qhuma:I'm thinkingaboutmybusiness,whenit

comestomymoneyIdon'tplay

Me:HavesomecompassionQhuma

Qhuma:Iam havingcompassionifyouwerelike

Ireneandleft,wewouldn'tbehere.Vukanididn't

cheatwillingly,Mencheatonceinawhileatleasthe

lovesherthat'sallthatmatters.Isshegoingtoleave

everyManthatcheatsonher?Thenshemightas

welljuststopdatingalltogether..Thisislikehigh

schooltheybothimmature!!

IRENE

IwasholdingThando'sbaby,he'stheonlypositivity



inthismess..

Vukaniwalkedin,he'seyeswereredandswollen.I

stoodup..

Thando:Areyouokay?...Wewereworriedaboutyou

Shewentandhuggedhim..

Vukani:I'm okay

Thando:Whathappened?Futhi'sMotheropeneda

caseofassaultagainstyou

Vukani:Notsurprised

Thando:Thepolicewerehere..Vukaniyoucan'tgo

tojail



Vukani:Iwon'tgotojail..WhereisMom?

Thando:Mom issleeping

Helookedatme..

Thando:Letmegoputthebabytosleep

Shetookhim from meandwalkedtothebedroom..

Amomentofsilencepassed..

Vukani:I'm sorryyouhadtocomehereanddealwith

this

Me:It'sokay,ZuxieandThandoarefamilytome



Vukani:Thankyou

Me:Don'tdoit

Helookedatme..

Me:Futhiisnotworthit

Vukani:Whois?I'velostmySon,mywifewhatdoI

haveIrene?Ihavenodrivetokeepmeawayfrom

doingbadthings..I'velostmyfamily

Me:Vukani

Vukani:Ihavenothing



Hewalkedaway..

Vukani:I'm goingtothepolicestation

QHUMA

IhavesomuchplansforVukaniandI,businesswise.

Ihatethathe'sweak,he'sveryweak..

Hiscallcamethrough..

Me:VukswtfMbhem?

Vukani:Iknow..LookIhaveacaseofassault

openedagainstme,I'm goingtothepolicestation

Me:Thisisfuckedup



Vukani:There'sanofficerwhohasitinforme,soI

needyourhelp

Me:YeahI'llbethere

Vukani:Thankyou

NTANDOSHEZI

Iknockedatthedoor,thenIheard"Comein"..

Iopenedthedoorandwalkedin..

Itwasemptyatthekitchen..

Me:Hello?



Somewomanshowedup,shewaslimping..

Her:Whoareyou?

Me:Iam LeiutenantShezi

Her:Ohw

Me:Ibelieveyouopenedacaseofassaultagainst

Vukani?

Her:Yes..Ihavealreadybeenatthepolicestation,

whatdoyouwant?

Me:We'vebeentryingtonailhim forawhile,send

him backtowherehebelongs

Her:Itwilldoeveryonealotofgoodinthis

community

Me:That'swhyI'm here..Ineedtotalktoyour

Daughter

Her:Why?



Me:Ibelieveshecangiveusmoreinformationabout

Vukani'sshadydealingsthenwecannailhim

Her:I'llgiveyouhernumber

Me:Thankyou

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Thiswasmessedup,thoughI'velosteverythingin

mylifebutgoingtojailwillonlyhurtthosethatIlove.

Idon'twannaputmyMotherthroughthatagain,I

don'twantmySistergoingthroughthattoo..Futhi

keepsonattackingleftrightandcenter,I'm atmy

lowestnow.Idon'tknowwhattodo,thiswasthe

laststraw.Shedidn'tjuststucktheknifedeepinside,

sheturnedittooandmadeitbleedmore..

Mbewu:VukaniNtuli

Heopenedthefile..

Mbewu:Previousarrest,possessionofillegal

firearms..Did5years



Me:Thatiscorrect

Mbewu:Acaseofassaultopenedagainstyou

Ikeptquiet..

Mbewu:Anythingyouwanttosay?

Qhumawalkedin...

Qhuma:Don'tsayanything

Mbewu:ExcuseMe?Whoareyou?

Qhuma:MayIhaveawordwithyou,inprivate..

Maybeoutside



Mbewu:Youcan'tjustgetinhereanddemand

Qhuma:Mbhem,trustme..Youwannahaveaword

withme

Mbewu:Okay

Hegotupandtheywalkedout.Isatthereand

waited.5minpassed,10minpassedtoobeforeI

knewitIwassittingthereinsilencefor20minwhen

Mbewuwalkedin..

Mbewu:Youfreetogo

Ilookedathim..

Mbewu:Youarefree



Heclosedthefile..

Me:Won'tIberequestedtocomeagain?

Mbewu:No..Atleastnotonthiscase

Me:Isee

Mbewu:MayInotseeyouagain?

Me:Youwon't,I'lltakecareofit

Igotup..

Ibowedmyheadalittleandthenwalkedout

FUTHI



Irecievedastrangecallfrom aLeiutenantShezi,I

toldhim wherewewereandhemadehiswaydown

here..

Ilethim in..

Shezi:Futhi?

Me:Yes..LeiutenantShezi?

Shezi:PleasecallmeNtando

Me:Ntandoitis,wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Ntando:Nothankyou..I'm fine

Me:Soonthephoneyousaidthatitwasabout

Vukani?

Ntando:Yes

Me:Whatdoesithavetodowithme?

Ntando:You'vebeenwithhim forawhile,andI

believeyouknowafewthingsabouthim?



Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoumean,pleasebeprecise

Ntando:Weare..Weareinvestigatinghim,weare

verysurethatheislinkedtothefirstheistwherehe

wasarrestedforthepossessionoftheillegal

firearms..Webelievehehitthepostofficetooand

couldbeinvolvedinmorecriminalactivities.Futhi

he'sadangerandisbecomingthemostwanted

criminal.Heisskilled,managedtonotgethimselfin

troublethusfarbutisstilldealing

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout,Vukaniand

I..Wehaven'tbeen,Imeanwebrokeupalongtime

ago.Idon'tknowmuchabouthim anymore

Ntando:VukaniassaultedyourMother,heldherat

gunpointandthreatenedtokillher

Me:What?That'sinsane!Thatdoesn'tsoundlike

him,yeshehasatemperbut..



Ntando:Ifyoudon'tbelieveme,wecancallyour

Mother

Me:Itcan'tbe,Vukaniisnotlikethat

Ntando:VukaniisadangerousMan,he'sacriminal..

Alowlifecriminalifyouwannaprotecthim thenit's

okaybutIbelieveafterthatVoiceNote,he'sbeen

lookingforyou.Heisgoingtokillyou.Ifyouhelpme,

We'llputhim awayandyou'llbesafe

Ilookedathim..

Ntando:It'salluptoyou

VUKANI

Me:Sohowdidyoumanagetogetmeout?



Qhuma:Don'taskquestionsjustfollowthrough

Me:Thankyoubytheway

Qhuma:Makesureitdoesn'thappenagain,Vukani

yourollingwiththebigdognow.Guzik,I'm verysure

he'skeepingtabsonyouthat'showheoperates

remember?Toseewhatkindofanassociateyou

are,imagineifhehearsofthis..It'sembarrassing

gettingarrestedforsomethingsostupid

Me:Idon'thavetimeforpoliticsnora3rddegree

lectureQhuma

Qhuma:Tomorrowmorningwegoingtoseethatguy,

meleuqiniswe..Thisisnoton!

IRENE

Iwasatthekitchenpreparingtocookforeveryone.I

wascuttingthemeatintosmallerportions..

Thando:Hey



Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:Hey..Isbabyboysleeping?

Thando:Yes

Me:That'sgood

Thando:Needsomehelp?

Me:Noit'sokay..Icanhandleit

Thando:Istherenowaythatyouandhim canfix

things?

Me:Thandosomeotherthingsarehardertofix

Thando:Iunderstandbut..Itwasn'thisfault,Futhi

wasbehindeverything

Me:Futhididn'tfeedhim anylovepotion,Vukaniwas

sanewhenhesaidthosethingstome

Thando:PleaseIrene

Me:Thandothisisverycomplicated

Thando:Iunderstand..Ijustwishyoutwocanmake

up

Me:YaaIdon'tthinkso



FUTHI

Me:Whatdoyouwannaknow?

Ntando:Whatishecurrentlybusywithnow?

Me:WellheisworkingwithaguynamedQhuma

Hewrotedown..

Me:Theyownabottlestoretogetherbuttheyalso

dosidethings

Ntando:Whatsidethings?

Me:I'm nottoosurebutwhatevertheydorunsatthe

bottlestorefirst

Ntando:That'snotmuchinformation

Me:I'm sorry..That'sallIknow,weneverreallygot

downtowhathedoesindetail

Ntando:Isee

Me:SowillIbesafe?

Ntando:Youdidn'tprovidemewithmuch,honestly



youprovidedmewithnothing!

Me:Idon'tknowwhathedealswithhonestly

Ntando:Thankyouforyourtime

Me:Youwelcome

IRENE

VukaniwalkedinasIwasinthemiddleofcooking..

Me:Howdiditgo?

Vukani:Shelied

Me:Shelied?

Vukani:Theyinterrogatedme,foundthatshewas

lying

Me:That'sstrange,whywouldshewastehertime

cookingupfalsestoriesandwastingthePolice's

time?Whatisherenddeal

Vukani:Irene,they'vealwayshaditforme



unfortunately

Me:Togotosuchgreatlengths?

Vukani:Yes

Me:I'm justgladthatyouokay,Thandoandyour

Mom wereworried

Vukani:Theyseemednottobetheonlyones

Me:Iwasjustpreparingdinner,whenI'm doneI'll

leave

Vukani:Thankyouforyourkindness

Me:Anytime

FUTHI

IcalledmyMotherandaskedheraboutwhat

Ntandosaid..

Ma:ListenhereFuthi..Eversinceyoubroughtthat

Menintoourlives?Ithasbeenproblemsafter



problems.Thatuselesslowlifedog,almostkilled

mebecauseofyou!

Me:MaIam sosorry

Ma:JustdieFuthi!Willyou?Thisisnotworkingout

forme!Youbringingmenothingbutproblems,you

contributenothingbutproblems!

Me:I'm sorrythatI'm suchaburdentoyou,thatIam

acurseandthatI'vebroughtyounothingbut

disgraceandshame

Ma:Youdon'tknowthehalfofit

Me:I'm trulysorry

Ma:Justleavemealone,don'tevercallme!Deal

withyourcursealone..Sies!!

IRENE

ZuxiewasawakewhenIfinishedcooking.



I'm gladthatVukaniisbackandnoweveryonecan

relax..

Me:Ihavetogo

Zuxie:Youdon'twannajoinusfordinner?

Me:Ihavetogohome,MyGrandmotherknowsthatI

don'twannagetherworried

Zuxie:IUnderstand,Pleasecometovisit

Me:IwillIpromise

.

Tobecontinued

SIDENOTE:

NothingmuchBeloved.Markdiditagain,been

strugglingthisweekendtogettheAdminsbutwe

endedupbeingsorted,hopingmyparodyaccount

won'tbeblockedtooasI'vemanagedtogetone



finallywhichI'llbepostingthroughituntilmineis

unrestrictedbecausethetimeframebetweenme

andmyAdminsisnotaligned.Soitcausesalotof

inconveniencewithposting..

MyapologiesbutIreallydon'tunderstandwhatup

againstmyaccountsgettingrestricted

Allinsertsowedwillbedeliveredwithimmediate

effect
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VUKANI

[3WEEKSLATER]

GoingintothedrugbusinessIthoughtitwouldbe

verydifficult,butsofarweweremakinggood

progress.Ithinkit'sgood,betterthandoingheists.

Heistsaretoodangerous,theygetyoucaught.Cops

areverymuchalertnow,theyonmyass..

Guzik:Anotherstash,biggerthanthepreviousone

thatyouordered

Me:Thankyou

Guzik:Imustsay,I'm veryimpressedbyhowyour

businessisdoingseeingitstartednotsolongago

Me:I'm veryinvestedinit



Guzik:I'm sittingherethinkingofstealingyou

Ichuckled..

Me:Iam verysettledinbeingindependent

Guzik:Whydon'tyougetyourBabyMamaarrested?

Ilookedathim,I'vespokentohim aboutit.Weare

startingtobecomeclose..

Guzik:It'smurderwhatshedid,premeditated

Me:Actuallyneverthoughtofit

Guzik:Ifitgoesright,shecangotojailandthenyou

won'thavetodealwithheranymore

Me:That'sactuallyagoodidea

IRENE

Ihadaninterviewthismorning,IwascalledinafterI

hadappliedatsomecompany.It'saprinting

companytheyalsosellofficesupplies,printthings



justyourusual..

It'sdoingverywellandseemstobeabusy.Owned

byaWhitewoman..

Lisa:Iam veryimpressedbyhowyouwellspoken

youare,andyouhaveexperience.Onecandidate

thatsurpassedtheothers,andIrenewewouldreally

lovetohaveyouaspartofoutteam

Ismiled,Thankyou..Thankyouverymuch.

Lisa:Canyoustarttomorrow?

Me:Yesplease

Lisa:I'llgiveyouthedocumentsthatyouneedtofill

out,togetherwithyourbankingdetailsthen



tomorrowyougoodtogo.Workinghours.8:00am-

18:00,butyouhavetobehereat7:30am

Me:I'llbehere,ThankyouLisa

Lisa:Youwelcome..I'llgetyouthedocuments

Iwasfeelingstrange,strangelysickforsomereason.

Ican'tputmyfingeronit..

FUTHI

Iendedupgoingtoseesomeone,toconsult.See

whatwaswrong,Mpiloisstillhauntingmeandit's

affectingmeprettybad..

IwastoldthatNqobileputsomethingonhisgrave,

shewasntspecificaboutthenamebutallsignsled



toher..

Idon'tknowwhatthisgirlwantsfrom me,Idon't

knowwhyshe'sdoingthis.BringingmySonintothis

Mess,MydeadSonwhoismeanttoberestingin

peace..

Aunt:Here

ShegavemetheR200..

Me:Mamncane

Aunt:It'sallIhavefornow,youcanbuyyourself

sometoiletriesthemostimportant

Me:Thankyou,Iappreciateit.Iknowit'shard,living

hereandcontributingnothing.Ihadhopedthatby

nowIwould'vefoundajob,anythingbutmy

problemsseem tobepilingup

Aunt:Themostimportantthingfornowisdoing

whatyouweretoldtodo,fixthissituationwithMpilo

andthebabyyouaborted



Me:GoatsareexpensiveAunty,veryexpensiveifyou

don'thaveajob

Aunt:Iknowandit'llbeokay

Me:Iwishsomethingtocomealong,alightatthe

endofthetunnel

Aunt:Thingswillbegood

Me:ShewantedmyBabyDaddy,wenttogreat

lengthsbutstillcouldn'thavehim howmessedupis

that?

Aunt:Itismessedup

Me:I'llhavetohustlethemoney

Aunt:It'llbeokaydon'tworry

IRENE

AfterfillingupthepaperworkIwenttocatchataxi.

NtandoandIwearenolongerincommunication,

I'vefoundsomethingabouthim.HeisaLeiutenant,

andhewaswithmebecausehewantedinformation



aboutVukanifrom me..Solowofhim,soverylow.

IwasonthephonewithEnda,asIsatatKFC.On

theiroutsidechairs..Iseriouslywasn'tfeelingwell..

Enda:I'm sohappyforyou

Me:It'snothingmuchR4500,butit'ssomething

Enda:Verytruegirl..Youseethingsseem tobe

makingsensenow

Me:Theyaremakingsense

Enda:HowisitgoingbetweenYouandVukani?

Me:Wearestilltryingtoreconnect,matteroffact..

Letmecallhim,I'm notfeelingwell

Enda:Still?

Me:Yeahstill

Enda:MaybeyoushouldgototheDrhey

Me:I'm thinkingsotoo

Enda:Okaygirlwe'lltalklater



Me:Okaybye

IhungupandcalledVukani..

Vukani:Gogoobuvu

Ichuckled..

Me:Stopit

Vukani:Ugrand?

Me:Yes..Igotthejob

Vukani:Itoldyouthatyouweregoingtogetit

Me:Yesyoudid



Vukani:I'm happyforyou

Me:Areyoubusy?

Vukani:NoactuallyI'm from thepolicestation

Me:Why?What'swrong?

Vukani:Nothing..Iwasjustheretoopenacase

againstFuthi

Me:Howdiditgo?

Vukani:Actuallywentbetterthanexpected

Me:I'm proudofyou,fornottakingmattersintoyour



ownhandsanddecidedtogetMpilojusticeina

goodway

Vukani:Yaa..IhateFuthibutMpilowouldn'twant

this,wantmetodealwithitthatway

Me:Iknow..Iwascallingyoutofetchme,I'm not

feelingwell

Vukani:Youstillsick?

Me:Yes..ThinkingofseeingaDrnow

Vukani:Okay..We'llpassbyattheDr

Me:Thankyou,I'm atKFC

Vukani:I'llbethere



QHUMA

LeiutenantShezistoppedbynotsolongagoto,He

hadinformationthatweweredealingillegalthings.

Fortunatelyhedidn'thaveasearchwarrantwhich

gaveustimetohideourmerchandiseverywell.

Whenhecameback,hefoundnothing..

Wehavetobeverycarefulnow,Wedon'tneedthe

policeinourbusiness..

Me:Themoneythatwemakingfrom drugsisnot

thesameasthemoneywemakefrom heists

Tsonga:It'snotatallbadthough

Me:Idon'twannaliveon"Notallbad"Iwannamake

money,goodmoney



Tsonga:It'llbedangerousdoingheistsnow,

consideringthefactthatthePolicearealerttheywill

trapus

Me:Iknow..Vukaniisalsonotmakingmuch

progresswithGuzik,hecan'tgettotheheartofhis

businesssowetakeover

Tsonga:Thesethingsneedtime

Me:Iknow

Tsonga:Patience

IRENE

Hecametofetchme,ThendrovemetotheDr..He



askedalotofquestions,andallseeminglyleadingto

pregnancy..

ThelasttimeIhadsex,waswithVukani.Itwas

whenIwasverydrunkandcouldn'tremembermuch..

HeranthetestsandIwaspregnant..

Dr:Congratulations

Me:I'm pregnant?

Dr:Yesyouare

Me:Outofeverything,pregnancywastheleaston

mymind

Dr:Mostpregnanciesareunplanned,howdoyou



feel?

Me:Confused

Dr:Ifyouthinkingofaborting,pleasedon'tdothe

backdoorone.Comet-

Me:No..I..Idon'twanttoabort

Dr:ThenI'm happytohearthat

Me:Wow

FUTHI

Weheardaknockatthedoor..



Me:I'llgetit

Iwalkedtoopen,ItwasthePolice..

Cop1:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Cop1:Howareyou?

Me:I'm good

Cop1:WearelookingforMsNtombifuthiTshabalala

Me:Speaking

Cop1:NtombifuthiTshabalala,youareunderarrest

forthemurderofMpilo

Me:What?

Cop1:Youhavetherighttoremainsilent,an-

Me:Mamncane

MyAuntcamethrough..

Aunt:What'swrong?



Me:Theyarrestingme,forthemurderofMpilo

Aunt:Haibo!!

VUKANI

Iwalkedout,hewasstandingbythecar..

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Hey

Vukani:Hi..Howdiditgo?

Me:Ihavetotellyousomething

Vukani:Okay

Me:I'm..I'm pregnant

Hiseyeswidened..

Me:I'm pregnant

Vukani:Areyouserious?



Me:Yes

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Ithinkitwaswhenwe..Whenwehadsexthat

nightandIcouldn'trememberanything,becauseI've

neversleptwithNtando.Neverevendatedhim nor

kissedhim,youaretheonlyManth-

Heheldmyhands..

Vukani:Iknow..Ihavenodoubtsthatthebabyis

mine,Iknowthebabyismine

Ismiled..

Me:AndI'm keepingthebaby,can'treplaceMpiloI

knowbutyouhavebeengivenanotherchancetobe

aFather.I'veseenyouwithMpilo,youmightbea

terriblePartnerbutyoumakeagoodfather



Vukani:Really?AterriblePartner?

Me:YouknowwhatImean!

Hepulledmeclosertohim andhuggedme..

Vukani:NowIdidrightbyturningFuthiin,Ipromise

shewillneverbotheryouagain

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

Thiswasamess,IwasatthePoliceStation.They

gavemeallkindsofweirdlooks.Mypicturewasall

oversocialmediasoit'snotdifficultforanyoneto

spotme,theslycommentsmade.Itwasaterrible

experience,ascaryonetoo.Idon'tknowwhatjailis

like,Idon'tknowwhattoexpectbutallIknowisthat

I'm inthismessandIdon'tknowhowI'm goingto

getoutofit..

Idon'tevenneedbail.Ican'taffordit,andmyAunt

deadasswon'tbeabletoaffordit.There'snoone

whocancometomyaid,TheonlyPersonwhocan

istheonewhogotmehere..

Idon'tevenknowhowI'llbeabletofixmylifebehind

bars,thisisanunbelievablemess..



IRENE

Wegottohishouseandsatthefamilydown.Iopted

thatweshouldkeepquiet,buthewasexcited.We

onlygoingtotellbothfamilies..

Zuxie:Youtwoarebacktogether?

IlookedatVukani..

Me:Weareworkingonit

Helookedatme..

Vukani:Weare?

Me:Aren'twe?



Vukani:Iguessweare

Thando:Soareyoucomingback?

Me:Iam practicallymarriedsoYes

Zuxie:Thisisgoodnews

Thando:Thingsarefinallycomingtogether

Me:There'ssomethingwewishtotellyouguys

Zuxie:Youpregnant?

Me:YeswearePregnant

Zuxie:WoowlookatGod,welostMpilonotsolong

agoandGodissendingusredemption..Prayers

work,myprayersarefinallyheardthankyouGod!

Thando:Thisisbeautiful..Thisisamazing

Zuxie:Weshouldcookdinner,inviteGrams

Me:Ithinkshewilllikethat

Vukani:We'llfetchherlater

Me:Yes

Thando:Pleasedon'tmoveoutagain



Me:Ifsomeonecleanshisact,Iwon't

Vukani:Myactisclean

Thando:DidyouguyshearFuthigotarrested?

Me:Areyouserious?

Thando:It'strending

Vukani:Ihadherarrested

Zuxie:That'sagoodwaytohavehandledthe

situation

Thando:Iagree

Vukani:Ihavetodashoutforawhile,I'llseeyou

guyslater

Me:Okay

Zuxie:IthinkweshouldgotothemallIrene,get

somefood

Vukani:I'llDropyouguysoff

NQOBILE



Me:Whatdoyoumeanukuthiuqinisiwe?

Aunt:Itmeansyoucan'tbewitchhim

Me:HaiAuntyngeke

Aunt:WeeNqobile,youhaveseenhowthisended

withyourfriend,doyouwantittoendlikethisfor

youtoo?Maybeit'stimetofocusonyourlife,do

somethingbetterwithyourlife

Me:Auntydoyouknowhowdifficultitistogeta

Manthesedays?

Aunt:IknowbutaManthatisforyouwillcomein

duetime,thesethingsendbadandIdon'twantthat

happeningtoyou

Me:Aunty

Aunt:Icannothelpyouanymore,I'm sorry..Youwill

bediggingyourowngrave

IRENE



Vukanidroppedusoffatthemall,hewithdrew

moneyforus..

Wewilltakeataxibackhome..

Zuxie:Whatmadeyoudecidetoworkonthingswith

him?

Me:IrealizedIdidn'tgivehim asecondchance

Zuxie:Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:Iam..Whenwhathappeneditwasinfluencedby

Futhi,butthistimearoundifhemessesupthenit'll

beinhisownaccount.NotinfluencedbyFuthi

Zuxie:Attheendwitchcraftdoesn'tprevail,lookat

howruinedFuthi'slifeis.Ratherletamanloveyou



outofhisownwillthaninfluencedbywitchcraft.Ifit

doesn'twork,it'sokay..Youwon'tdie

Me:That'sverytrue

VUKANI

AfterdroppingofftheWomenatthemall,Idrove

straighttothebottlestoretoseewhat'shappening

there..

Me:Muzi

Muzi:ShoBhoza

Me:WhoisQhumawith?Isawhiscar

Muzi:Tsonga

Me:Okay

Imademywaytotheoffice..Thedoorwasslightly



opened..

Iheardthem talking,Istopped..

Tsonga:Ineverthoughtwewereevergoingtoget

Vukani

Qhuma:Metoo

Tsonga:Nomorebetrayinghim right?

Qhuma:No..There'snoreasontooanymore

Tsonga:HeshouldneverfindoutthatIam theone

whosethim upforthatfirstheist

Qhuma:HeshouldneverknowthatIam behindIrene

gettingranover

Tsonga:We'lllethim thinkthatit'sBone

Qhuma:Toalengthybusinesspartnership

Tsonga:Toalengthybusinesspartnership

Iturnedbackandwalkedoutstraighttomycar..
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VUKANI

Irealizedthatthiswillbeanunfortunateeventfor

me,Muzisawme.Sobeforedrivingoff,Idecidedto

gobackinagain.PretendedIwasonthephone.

ThatIwentouttoansweraphonecall..

Me:Okay..Noproblem..Yeah..Iloveyoutoo

IbowedmyheadalittletoMuzithenmademyway

tothebackoffice.Iwhistledsothattheycouldknow

thatsomeonewascoming.

Iknockedandlookedatthem...

Qhuma:ThefreeManenters



Ihaveatemperandthat'sthat,accordingtome.I'd

putabulletontheirskullsrightawaybutIhadto

playitsafe.Qhumamademyassaultcasegoaway,

hemightmakeitresurfaceagain.NowIhaveababy

ontheway.IreneandIwearefinallyfixingthings,

there'salotatstaketoletmyangertakeover..

Me:Gentlemen

Tsonga:LetmegobacktotheEatery

Hestoodupandwalkedout,hittingmyshouldera

littleonhiswayout.Isatdown.

Qhuma:Howiseverythinggoing?

Me:Everythingisgoinggood,Futhigotarrested

Qhuma:Atleastminusoneproblem



Me:Ididn'tgetthetimetothankyouforgettingme

outofjail

Qhuma:Wehaveeachother'sbacksright?

Ifakedasmile..

Me:Always

IRENE

Me:ThandoIthinkyourbabypooped

Thando:Changehim,wecallitpractice

Me:I'llcrossthatbridgewhenIgetthere

Zuxie:ItsoundslikeI'llbetheGrandmotherstuckto

changenappies

Me:LolGrandmotherduties



Endaknockedatthedoor..

Me:Hey

Shemadeherwayin..

Enda:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Thandocameandtookthebabyfrom me..

Thando:Letmegochangehim

Me:Wascheckinguponyou

Zuxie:Endayoushouldcomewithyourhusbandfor

dinner,Irenespeaksveryhighlyofyou.It'sdifficultto

findatruefriendthesedays

Enda:Thankyou,I'm sureQhumawilllikethat



Me:DoyouneedmorehelpMa?

Zuxie:Noit'sokayDear

Wewalkedouttothebedroom..

VUKANI

Icheckedthebooks..

Qhuma:Tsongasaysweshouldsticktothedrug

business,it'snotmuchbutwecangrowitfrom 6ka

montheachtomaybe12k

Mytotalmonthlyincomenowis10kamonth,with

thebottlestoreincomecombined.Ifwemadegood

money,Iwalkawaywith15k.Nottoobad,itgetsme



through..

Me:Ithinkweshouldpullonemoreheist

Qhuma:Theheatistoomuch,withthisNtandoguy

tailingus

Me:Youhavemeremember?

Qhuma:Whytherush?IfIdidn'tknowbetterI'dsay

youeagertogobacktojail

Me:Notatall..Ireneis..

Ilookedathim,can'ttellhim thatshe'spregnant.

Thatwouldbeputtingherindanger.

Me:IrenegotajobandIwantedtogetheracar,

nothingexpensive.Justtogetherthrough,ever

sinceheraccident.Inolongertrustpublic

transportation



Qhuma:Ihearyou,I'm gladyouandIrenearemaking

progress.Wewilldoaheist,onelastheist

Mydoingthisheist,it'smywayofsettingthem up.

Mywayofrevenging..

IRENE

Enda:Ican'tbelievehisaLeiutenant

Me:FoundhisotherFacebookaccountwherehehas

pictureswearingauniform,confrontedhim

Enda:ThesearchattheBottlestore,nowitmakes

sense.HeisafterVukaniandhewasusingyouto

gettohim

Me:Exactly..Heseemedlikeaniceguybuthewas

doublecrossingme

Enda:I'm gladthatyouandVukaniarefixingthings,

underneathitall..Helovesyou

Me:Ihopethistimearoundthingswillbedifferent



Enda:Ihopesotoo

FUTHI

Istoodupandwalkedtothebars,Iwasinthe

holdingcellwith4othergirls.Tomorrowwe'llbe

transported..

Girl1:Whatareyouinfor?

Isighed..

Me:I..Falselyaccusedofmurder

Ican'tjustblabitoutthatIkilledmyownSon..

Girl1:That'sheavy

Me:Iknow

Girl1:Falselyaccused?



Me:Longstory..Whatareyouinfor?

Girl1:Assult

Me:Atleast

Girl1:Yes

VUKANI

IdrovedowntothestationtoaskwhereNtando

Sheziissituated,theygavemephonenumbersto

thestationwhereheworks..

Igotbackintomycarandcalledthestation,

requestedtotalktohim..

Ntando:LeiutenantShezi

Me:It'sVukani

Ntando:Vukani?

Me:Ineedtotalktoyou



Ntando:Aboutwhat?

Me:Strikeadealwithyou

Ntando:Soundsinteresting

Me:Canwemeetup?

Ntando:Yes

Me:Letmegiveyoumynumberandyou'llcallme

Ntando:Verywell

QHUMA

IcalledTsonga..

Tsonga:Mbhem

Me:Vukaniwantsustodoanotherheist

Tsonga:Why?

Me:HespokeaboutbuyingIreneacar

Tsonga:That'snotagoodenoughreasontodoa



heist,Hedoesn'twannagobacktojail

Me:Mypointexactly,somethingisnotright

Tsonga:Somethingisdefinitelynotright

Me:I'llinvestigatefurtherandsee

IRENE

Enda:SohowdiditgowiththeDr?

Me:Well..Iam pregnant

Enda:What?Areyouserious?

Me:Yeap

Shehuggedme..

Enda:OhhmyGodIrene!congratulations

Me:Thankyou..Butpleasedon'ttellanyone,noone

issupposedtoknowasyetotherthanourfamilies

Enda:Iunderstand.Iwon'ttellanyone

Me:Thankyou



Enda:Thesearegreatnews..Wow!

Me:I'm soexcitedandscaredatthesametimeI

mean,Pregnancy..

Enda:You'llmakeagreatMother

Me:Thankyou

VUKANI

Ilookedatmyphone,IlookedatBone'scontacts.

WhatdoIevensaytohim?Itallcomesdowntothe

factthatBonewastheonlytruefriendI'veeverhad.

Hehasbeentrue,apartfrom theFuthisituationbut

he'sbeenloyaltome..

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

NtandoandImetuplateron...Wantedtogetthis

overanddonewith..

Me:Thankyouformeetingupwithme

Ntando:Yousaiditwasimportant

Me:YouandIwedon'thavebeefright?

Ntando:Iam anofficerofthelaw,andyouareanex

con..Howcanwenotbeef?

Me:Ihavedonenothingwrong

Ntando:AndI'm supposedtobelievethat?

Me:Ifthat'syourattitudetowardsthesituation

maybeweshoulddiethisthen

Ntando:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:ThelastthingIwantistohelpyouwiththisand



thengetcaughtinthecrossfire,ifwegonnadothis

thenitrequirestrust

Ntando:Idon'tnegotiatewithexcons

Me:Wellthenwehavenothingtodiscuss

Igotup..

Ntando:IwillgetyouVukani,thatisaPromise

Iwalkedout..

IRENE

Vukanicouldn'taccompanymetogofetchmy

Grandmother,hesentamessagethathewas

meetingupwithNtando.Ntandowantedtoaskhim

afewquestionswithregardstotheassaultcharge,

buthepromisedmethatit'snothingseriousand

thathewillbebacksoon..



IfetchedmyGrandmotherandmythings,Zuxiewas

donecooking.Weweresettingupthetable..

Grams:I'm sohappythateverythinghasgoneback

tonormal

Zuxie:I'm happytoo

Grams:Iwisheverythingcouldremainlikethis,

couldremainthesame

Zuxie:Iagree

ENDA

WewerepreparingtogotoVukani'splaceforthe

dinnerinvitation.Weweredressingup..



Qhuma:IreneandVukanihavecomeveryfar

Me:It'strue,I'm sohappyforthem especiallynow

thatIreneispregnant

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Qhuma:Ireneiswhat?

Me:She'spregnant,IthoughtyouknewsinceYou

andVukaniarefriends

Qhuma:Hehasn'ttoldme

Me:Wellthenitwillstaybetweenus

Qhuma:Ipromise

Me:Areyoureadytogo?

Qhuma:YesI'm ready

Me:Okaylet'sgo



FUTHI

Itwascoldaroundhere,anditwasabitnoisy..

Iwascuddledupatthecorner,justreadytolose

myself.IftherewaseverapointinmylifewhereI

wantedtodie,it'stodayortonight

IhaveruinedmylifeandIhavenoonetoblamebut

myself.AllIeverwantedwastogetwhat'smine,get

Vukanibackandjustgetmyfamilybackasawhole.

Inpursuitofthat,I'veputmyselfinarockysituation

andIdon'tknowhowI'm goingtogetoutofit...

IRENE

Vukaniwalkedin,rightaswewereabouttostart

eating..



Zuxie:Ithoughtyouwouldn'tmakedinner

Vukani:Wouldn'tmissitfortheworld

Hesatdownnexttome..

Thiswasbeautiful.Thewholefamilyenjoyingdinner,

nodrama,nopainjustjoyandpeace..

Zuxie:IthankGodforthismoment,IthankGodthat

wearegatheredhereasfamilyhavingapeaceful

dinner.Wecanallsmile,wehavinganother

addictiontothefamilyit'sbeautiful

ItoldmyGrandmotherthatI'm pregnantwhenI

fetchedherfordinner..

Zuxie:NotsolongagowelostMpilo,Irenefellinto

thehandsofFuthi'smaliciousintentionsbut

becauseGodisGod,weareheretoday.Werose



abovethatandwekeepingon,Iwishfornothing

morebutmoreofthesejoyousmoments

Thando:Pleasedon'tcry

Zuxie:Ngizok'shaya(I'llbeatyouup)

Wealllaughed..

Grams:Irene,Iwishyoucangotochurchmoreoften

now.Don'tloseyourfocusonGodandfaith

Zuxie:That'sagoodidea

Me:Iwillgotochurch

Zuxie:Vukani



Vukani:OhhnoIalreadyhaveeveryonegoingto

churchformesoI'm good

Thando:Canwestarteating,I'm hungry

Vukani:Yesplease

FUTHI

Iwassobbing..IwasfeelingcoldandI'm gladI'm

nothungry,there'snoroom forhungerrightnow..

Girl2:HaiyooohSisi..Kunini(It'sbeentoolong)

Ikeptquiet..



Girl2:Youareheresodealwithit!

IRENE

EndaandQhumafinallyjoinedus..

Zuxie:QhumathankyouforkeepingmySonatthe

bottlestorewhenBandilesoldit

Qhuma:Vukaniisagoodguy,verysmartIwould've

beenafoolnottogethim.Plus,I'm newinthishood,

neededsomeonetohelpmenavigate

Zuxie:Thankyoueitherway

Qhuma:Plusnowthathehasababyontheway,he

reallyneedsthejob



IlookedatEnda,shewasjustasshockedasIwas..

Vukanilookedatme..

Qhuma:Congratulationstothenewaddition

Ican'tbelievethatEndatoldhim,shehadpromised

tokeepthisasecret..

Grams:Ithoughtitwasafamilysecret

Zuxie:It'sokayQhumaandEndaarealmostfamily

Grams:Thenthisshouldendatthistable,nooneis

meanttoknowespeciallyafterwhatFuthidid

Qhuma:Wewon'ttellasoul..Ipromise
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IRENE

Dinnerwentgood,betterthanIexpected..

It'sbeenawhilesinceIhadthismoment,sucha

momentwhereIdidn'thavetocrytearsofpain.

WhereIwasn'thurt,whereIdidn'tthinkofdying..

Ihadjustfinishedbathing,Vukaniwalkeduptome

andtookmylotion..

Me:Dinnerwentgreatwouldn'tyousay?

Vukani:Itdid

Hewasstandingbehindme,hekissedmeonmy

shoulder..



Vukani:Thoughtweweregoingtowaitbeforetelling

peoplethatwearepregnant

Me:ItoldEndaonlybecauseshe'smybestfriend,I

thoughtthatyouwould'vetoldQhumatoosinceyou

guysareclose

Vukani:Maybeguysaren'tintogossip

Ichuckled..

Hestartedputtingthelotiononme,startingfrom my

backallthewaytothefront.Massagingmybreasts

withhisslipperyhands.Hekissedmeonthe

shoulderagain,thenthebackofmyneck.Hewas

reallystandingclosetome,Icouldfeelhiscrotch

againstmybutt..Heloweredhishanddownmy

tummyandcircleditaroundthere.Imovedmyhand

andputitatthebackofhisneckasheletwetkisses



onmyneck...

Hemovedbothhandstomybutt,theywerestarting

togetabitdryindicatingthelotiononhishandshad

ranout..Heturnedmearound,andliftedmyleg.

Placingitaroundhiswaistandwecontinuedkissing..

ENDA

IlookedatQhuma,hewassittingonthecouch

watchingTV.Iwalkeduptohim andsatonhislap..I

lookedathim andwaitedforhim tofocushis

attentiononmetoo..

Qhuma:Am Iintrouble?

Me:IthoughtweagreedthatwhatItoldyou,we'll

keepitbetweenus

Qhuma:Whetheryoudidn'ttellmeIwasstillgoing

tofindout,shewasgoingtoshowsoon.Pregnancy



isnotsomethingthatyoukeepasecret

Me:Eitherway,Idon'twantIrenelosinghertrustin

me

Qhuma:It'snotthatdeep,andI'm sorrythatIbroke

yourgirlcode

Hepatmeonthethighalittle..

Me:Welllet'shopenodamagehasbeendone

Qhuma:Let'shopeso,she'llbefineit'sseriouslynot

thatdeep

IRENE

Hepickedmeupandlaidmeonthebed,bynowwe

werebothnaked..

Vukani:Thisissafe?Atsuchanearlystageofthe

pregnancy?

Me:I'm sureit'sharmlessjustbegentle



Vukani:I'lltry

Heopenedupmylegsandgotinbetweenthem..He

rubbedtheheadofhisdickagainsttheopeningof

mycoochie.Hemovedhislipsfrom mineandkissed

meinbetweenmychest.Hemovedhislipstomy

leftbreastsandranthetipofhistongueincircles

aroundmynipple..

Me:OhhBaby

Hegentlymadehiswayin,fullystretchingme..

Imovedmyhandfrom thebackofhisnecktothe

backofhishead..

Hegentlypressedinuntilhewasfullyin,still

keepinghistongueonmynippleandswitchingto

theother..



HemadehiswayupandkissedmylipsasImoaned..

Webothmoanedsoftlyinarhythm..

FUTHI

Megoingtojailwasdefinitelynotinmyplans,

definitelynotsomethingthatI'velookedforwardtoo..

IonlyknowthesewallswhenIusedtovisitVukani,

differentjailbutjailisjail..

Iwon'thavevisitors,Idon'tevenknowforhowlong

I'm goingtobehere..

IRENE



ThenextmorningIpreparedmyselftogotowork,

thenameofthecompanyis"Canon".

2whitewomenincludingthemanagerwhowork

here,theblackladythatI'm replacingwastheonly

blackOeds

Iam lookingforwardtothis,Ienjoybeing

independent..

Iwasgoingtoworkthefrontdesk,takeorders

telephonically.Docopiesforcustomersand

anythingelsethatneedsmyattention..

Lisaisourmanager,she'llbestuckinheroffice

mostofthetime..

ImademyselfacupofteaasIhandledthefront

desk,thesecondladyhernameisNatalie..



Alreadyweweregettingclientswhowantedtodo

copies..

VUKANI

Iwalkedintothebackoffice..

Qhuma:Fathertobe

Me:Goodmorning

Qhuma:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Qhuma:I'm goodtoo

Isatdown..

Qhuma:Soyoustillwannacontinuewiththeheist



eventhoughitcanpotentiallylandyouinjail?Land

usinjail?Nowyouhavealottolose

Me:I'lltakemychances

Qhuma:WhyaheistVukani?

Me:Weweredoingheistsremember?

Qhuma:Iknowbutyouwantedout,youwerealways

notinsupportwhynow?

Me:IhaveakidonthewayQhuma,Ididn'twanna

sayanythingbecauseIreneandIagreedtokeepita

secretuntillastnight

Qhuma:Isee



Heleanedforward...

Qhuma:Wearecoolright?

Me:Weare,whywouldn'twebe?

Qhuma:Justchecking,it'sveryimportantthatwe

trusteachotherinthisbusiness.Wecannotafford

toturnagainsteachother

Me:Iknow,ifaheististoomuchofahassle.We

canheistsomeoneIknow

Qhuma:Who?

Me:Guzik,getmoremerchandiseupourstakeclean

jobandwedon'tleaveanytraces

Qhuma:I'm allforthat



Me:I'llgiveyoumoreinformation,I'm meetingup

withhim lateron

Qhuma:Okay

FUTHI

TherewasalotofproceduresthatIhadtogo

through,whenIputontheuniform.That'swhenit

dawnedonmethatthisisreal..

Aswewalkeddownthecorridortomycell,Ilooked

atthosefaces.Somelookedgenuine,somelooked

likeonesthatyoudon'twannafuckwith..

Westoppedinsomecell..

Warden:D12



Thebarsopened,andIwalkedin.ItclosedafterI

wasinside.Itwas4beds,onewasempty.Ilooked

atmycellmates..

Me:H..Hi

Theykeptquietandlookedatme,Iwenttothe

emptybedandlaiddown.Ifacedup,itwasatthe

bottom.Iwantedtosleepsobadbutthisisjail,you

alwayshavetobealertandonyourguard.It'snot

myMother'shouse..

IRENE

Lisawalkedoutofheroffice..

Lisa:Irene



Ilookedather..

Lisa:Canyoupleasedomeafavour

Me:Uhm Yes

Lisa:There'sabakeryatthecorner,pleasegothere

andbuymesomedonughts.3ofthem,chocolate..

Me:Eerr

Lisa:Ihavealotofworktodo,Ican'tgoout

Me:Uhm yesofcourse

Lisa:Buyyourselfsometoo

Me:Okay

ShegavemetheR100

Lisa:I'llholdthefrontforyou

Me:Okaythankyou

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Ireadthethrough,hehadatleast5businesses.All

illegal,selfmademultimillionaire..

Me:Ithinkcarjackingistheeasyone

Guzik:Ithinksotoo

Me:Sohowdoesitwork?

Guzik:Ionlyneedyoutojackthecarswhatwedo

nextwiththem,it'snolongeryourconcern

Me:Thisismoredangerousthanaheist

Guzik:Notwhenyouworkingforme

Me:I'm listening

Guzik:Youcarryadevicethatwilldisablethecar

trackersoitcan'tbetracked,whoeveryouhijackyou

givethem theirbelongingsespeciallytheirphones



sotheydon'ttrackthephonewhichwilltrackthecar.

Noinjuriesunlessnecessaryandyoudon'trandomly

hijackacarthere'salistI'llgiveyou.Whenyouhave

jackedit,youdriveittoaprivategaragethenyouget

yourpayment.Eachcarcomeswithapricetag..A

MercandBMW arethemostexpensivesoyou'llearn

atleast18kforamercorabmwbutstandard

paymentforacaris8k,eachmonthyouhijackat

least3cars

Me:Icanworkwiththat

Guzik:You'llworkwith2guys,don'tworrytheyare

trustworthyandtheirPros.Iprefermyworkersnot

knowingabouteachother'sPersonallives,sono

onecanblackmailanyone.Strictlyaworking

businessrelationship,ifyouguysdecidetoform a

personalrelationshipthenthat'sonyou

Me:Iunderstand



Guzik:From tomorrowyou'llhavetocomeinsoyou

canfamiliarizeyourselfwithhowthingsaredone,I'll

introduceyoutotheteam tomorrow

Me:Okay

Guzik:Fornow,signhere..It'sacontractbetween

youandI

HegavemeandIreadthrough..

Guzik:Rememberwhatwespokeabout?Howyou

willfoolthisQguy

Me:Yeah

Guzik:Good!



ItoldGuzikeverything,evenabouthowQhuma

wantedmetopullaheistonhim.Soweboth

formulatedaplan,hopeitwillwork.

IRENE

FinallyItwaslunchtime,Icouldgetsomebreather

from Lisa..

IwenttogetmesomethingtoeatatWimpy,sat

thereandcalledEnda..

Enda:IreneI'm verysorryaboutwhatQhumadid,I'm

sorryfortellinghim..Iknowhowmuchyouwanted

tokeepthisasecret

Me:It'sokay..He'syourhusband,Iunderstand..I

wouldtellVukanieverything



Enda:Shuuuuuu..Ireallydidn'twanttoruinour

friendship,YouaretheonlytruefriendIhave..True

friendsarehardtocomeby

Me:Iknow..Wearecool

Enda:Tellme..Howiswork?

Me:Myfirstdayisanightmare!Themanagerisa

headache

Enda:Why?Whathappened?

Me:Longstory

Enda:Don'tgiveintoher,letherbejustgothere..Do

yourthingandthengohome



Me:That'sexactlytheplan

FUTHI

Thefoodwasnotimpressive..

2slicesofdrybrownbreadandblacktea..

Sino:Waitforweekend,there'sabettermeal

Me:Weekendisfar,butit'sbetterthannothing

Sino:That'sverytrue

Me:Idon'tknowwhenI'llstartgettingusedtothis

place

Sino:You'llhavetoo,incaseyou'llbehereforavery

longtime..Youhavenochoice

Me:That'struebutatleastthere'sgoodpeople

aroundhere,Ithoughteveryoneinprisonwas



horrible

Sino:It'snotallbad

Doshia:Sino!!

Sinokeptquiet..

Doshia:Sino!!

Me:She'scalling

Sino:Iknow

Doshiagotupfrom hertable..

Me:She'scomingoverhere

Sino:Youlie!



Whensheturnedherhead,Doshiagrabbedherafro

andslammedherfaceagainstthetray..

IlookedattheWardenstheystoodtherelikenothing

washappening,noonewasintervening..

Doshia:HowmanytimesshouldIcallyou?

Sino:I'm sorry

Doshia:Fuckit,getup!

Sinogotupinfear..

Doshia:Getthestepping!

SinowenttositatthesametablewhereDoshiawas

sitting.Doshialookedatme,shehadascaryfacial

expression.Thedeathstaresentshiversdownmy

spine..

Doshia:That'smygirlfriend



Me:Ididn'tknow

Doshia:Fuckyou!

Iswallowed..

Doshia:Fuckyou!!

Sheflippedmytraywhenshegotup,theteaburned

mythigh..

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedaway.Igotup

andmademywaytothedoor..

Warden:Wheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

Me:Ineedcoldwater,I..Iwas..Iwascarelesswith

mymug

Warden:Nexttimebecareful,goandsitdown!

Imademywaybacktomytable,IlookedatDoshia.

Shewinkedatme..



DRBONE

IdidVukanibad,whathappenedbetweenFuthiandI

wasneversupposetohappen.

Ihavenowaytorepayhim fortakingthefallforall

ofus,Hecould'vesnitchedonusbuthedidnot.I

cannotmakeamendsforwhathappened,butIcan

supporthim..Icanhelphim,he'slikeaBrotherto

me.AllthatIeverwantedwasforthetruthtoprevail,

removemyselffrom thesituationandlethim find

outforhimselfwithoutmyforcingthetruthtobe

revealedtohim..

WhatIsawaboutthisQhumaguy,Vukaniwon'tbe

abletodefeathim.Uqinisiwekakhulu,Vukaniwon't

beabletofighthim alone.Qhumafightsbothways,

physicallyandtraditionally..

Nowthateverythinghasbeenrevealed,it'stimefor



metogobacktomylifethelifethatI'veranaway

from..

Mywifewasn'thappywiththatbutIgetmoregigs

whenI'm inGautengthanwhenI'm here,andit's

easiertogetthingsdonetherethanhere..

Igotacallfrom Guzik..

Guzik:IwaswithVuks

Me:Thankyou,thankyouforhelping.Itrustyou

morewithhim thanIdowithhiscurrentpartnership

Guzikisathugattheendoftheday,butonewith

principles..

Guzik:Soyoucomingback?



Me:I'm comingback

Guzik:Youdon'twannacomebacktothebusiness?

Me:No..Ijusthadtocashinthefavourthatyou

owedme

Guzik:Iunderstand,it'sgoodthatheknewme

throughthisQ

Me:Icouldn'tcomeoutandtellhim,hedidn'ttrust

methen

Guzik:Itiswhatitis

Me:Thankyouagain

Ihadanothercallcomingin,itwasVukani..



Me:Mbhem

Vukani:Iseefrom yourlatestFacebookpostthat

youflyingback

Me:Yeah..I'm comingbacktoGauteng

Vukani:Whydidyouleaveinthefirstplace?

Me:WhydoyouthinkIleftinthefirstplace?

Vukani:Afeudnyanahereandthereyouleaving

Me:Ihadtoo

Vukani:Igetyou,I'm justrelievedyoucomingback.



Can'ttrustanyonearoundhereanymore,noone

seemsreal

Me:YeahIknow

Vukani:It'sgoodthatinjayehlathiit'scomingback

Me:Unjandini

Vukani:Onceanundergrounddog,alwaysan

undergrounddog

Me:IzinjaZehlathi

Vukani:IzinjaZehlathi

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

AWEEKLATER

Iwasfeelingawfullysicktoday,especiallythis

morningafterbreakfast.WhenIgottoworkIspent

mostofmytimeinthebathroom vomiting..Lisawas

notimpressed

Lisa:Whydidn'tyoutellusthatyouwerepregnant?

Me:Ididn'tthinkthatIhadtodisclosethatnorthatit

wasinmyjobdescriptiontomention

Lisa:Thisisaverybusyandstressfulenvironment.

Wecan'thaveyousluggish,looknow.Nataliehasto

workbothyourdeskandhersbecauseyoualways

runningtothebathroom.Youleftapatient

unattendedforatleast6minutes..Thisisnothow



werunthings

Me:I'm sorryIhaven'tfeltthissickeversinceIfound

outthatIwaspregnant

Lisa:Nowwehavetotreatyoulikeanegg,you

peopleamazemesometimes.Youcry"Whitesstole

ourland"..Whitesthis,Whitesthat,Whiteshateus.

Nowweaffordingyouachancetobetteryourselves

andnotbedependentonthegovernmentandour

taxeswithchildgrantyougoanddothis!

Me:Idon'tunderstandthissuddenoutburstbecause

thisismyfirstchild

Lisa:Nextyearyou'llbehavinganotherone,then

another

Me:Youareaonetotalklikethisconsideryourkind

yourkidsareafewmonthsolderorayearolder

from eachotherbutyousittingtherejudging



Lisa:Weworkhardtoprovideforourownthat's

whatsetsusapartfrom youguys,youdon'tseeus

pressuringthegovernmenttoforcefullytakecareof

ourkids.Youareincreasingthepovertyrateinthis

countrythenblameeveryoneelseotherthan

yourselves!

Me:Whereisallofthiscomingfrom?

Lisa:I'm sayingdon'texpectspecialtreatment

becauseyouguysarequicktocry"Racism"

Me:Iwasn'tevenexpectingthat

Lisa:Good..Nowgobacktowork!

VUKANI



Iwasworkingwith2guys.PlessisandSlahla.

Plessisiswhite..Theyseem toknowwhatthey

doing,theyprofessionalsandhavebeendoingthis

for3yearswithoutgettingcaught..Theyvery

knowledgeable,skilledandIam gladtobeworking

withsuchprofessionalindividuals..

Wehadajobtonight,myveryfirst.Weweregoingto

stealaMerc,butnothijack.Wegoingtostealitfrom

arestaurantparkinglot..

Plessis:It'seasierthanhijackingitontheroad

Slahle:Here

Hegavemethekey..

Slahle:Wehavebeentailingthedriverforawhile,we

wereabletodublicatethis



Plessis:Putonasuit,getthecar..Cleanjob

Hehitmeontheshoulder..

Plessis:Don'tworry..I'llbeworkingwithyou

Inodded..

Slahle:Thisistheeasiestdepartment

Slahle:Veryeasy..Comparedtotheotherones

Me:Itlooksthatway..Sowhoishe?Thevictim

Plessis:Somecorruptpolitician,don'tworrywe

doingtheworldafavour



Slahle:Stealingfrom thosewhostealfrom thepoor

Plessis:Andthehardworking

Iputthekeyinmypocket..

Me:I'llseeyouguyslateron

Plessis:Don'tforgettopickupyoursuit,coat,gloves

andahat

Slahle:He'sgoingtobewearinglikethattonight

Me:I'lldoso

Plessis:Seeyoulater



Me:Lateritis

QHUMA

Bonewasinthebottlestore,Ididn'tevenknowthat

hewasback...

Me:Givemethat

MuzigavemetheSpritewithlime,Itookittohim..

Me:Spriteandlime

Bone:Thankyou

Ipulledthechairandsatdownoppositehim..



Me:Ididn'tknowthatyouwereback

Bone:Whywouldyouknow?Howisityourbusiness?

Me:Iboughtthisbottlestorefrom you,Ididn'tknow

wewereenemies

Bone:Wenotenemies,neitherarewefriends

Me:Iknow,Iwasn'ttryingtojumpthegun

Bone:YouareVukani'sfriend,notmine.Nevermake

thatmistakeofthinkingwecoollikethat,wenot

Me:Isee,youalreadyhaveanimpressionofmenot

evenagoodonewhilstyoudon'tevenknowmethat

well



Bone:Iknowyoutoowell

Me:Amuseme

Bone:WeeeMbhem,sesiseZoona?(Areweatthe

Zoo)

Me:Whateverimpressionyouhaveofme,believeit

becauseit'strue

Igotup..

Me:Enjoyyourdrink,nextonewillbeonthehouse!

FUTHI



Doshiacameandsatnexttome.Shereadthecover

ofmynovel..

Doshia:"SuicideNotes"byMichaelFord,soundstoo

extreme

Me:MayIhelpyouwithsomething?

Doshia:Iam receivingapackagetonight,it'llbe

droppedoffinabrownbag.It'scominginwiththe

vegetablesfortomorrow,it'llbeunderneaththe

veges.Theydroppoffthevegesinthestoreroom,I

wantyoutosneakit.Getitandbringittome

Me:No

Sheclosedmybook..



Doshia:I'm sorrydidIstartthethatstatementwith

"IfitpleasesherMajesty?"

Me:Ifit'ssoeasythenwhydon'tyoudoit?

Doshia:WhydoitifIhavePeoplelikeyou..Comeon

Shegotupandwalkedtoherbunker..

Doshia:Ohwandifyoudon'tgetmystafftonight,

maybefindanothercell..Don'tcomebackhere

VUKANI

IwasdrivinghomewhenQhumacalled..

Me:Yeah?



Qhuma:Pullbyatthebottlestore,weneedtoplan

onhowtogettheshipmentfrom Guzik..Werunning

outoftime

Me:I'llpullup

Hehungup..IcalledGuzik..

Guzik:Vuks

Me:Wearegoingtodiscusstheplan

Guzik:Youknowwhattodo?

Me:Iknow

Guzik:Good..Possesnosignsofguilt,fearor

secondguessing



Me:Iwon't

.

Tobecontinued
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IRENE

Thenicethingaboutmyinlawsisthattheyarevery

considerate.Youknowthedealwiththeinlaws,they

canbeimpossiblebutIlovethefactthatminedon't

treatmelikeadaughterinlaw.Slavingaroundfor

them andwhatnot,TheytreatmelikeaDaughter..

WhenIarrivedathome,Theyhavealreadycooked..

VUKANI

Qhuma:HowisitgoingwithGuzik?

Me:It'sgoingwell,hehasajobformetonight.The

trusthasbeenestablishedverywell,hewon'tseeus

coming



Qhuma:Sowhenarewedoingthejob?

Me:Givemesometime,Hehasn'ttakenmetothe

warehousealready.I'm workingadifferent

department

Qhuma:Whichis?

Me:Nothingmuchjustfalsifyingdocuments,

hackingaccounts..It'snoteasysoIhavetoprove

myself..Quitefranklythiswholethingisstartingto

irritateme,hackingaccountsisdifficultandvery

dangerous,Idon'tevenknowhowtoprovemyself

Qhuma:WellyouaresmartIthinkyoucanpullitoff

Me:Yeahifwecan'tpullitoffintime,I'llseeother

departmentswithinhiscirclethatwillbeeasiertohit

Qhuma:Goodidea..Sotellmesomething,nowthat

Boneisback..Areyoutwo?

Me:He'sback?

Qhuma:Youdidn'tknow?

Me:No..When?

Qhuma:Hewasherehavingadrinkearlier



Me:Theaudicity

Qhuma:Ithoughtsotoo

Me:HealmosttookIrenefrom me,that's

unforgivable

Qhuma:Ican'timaginesomeonedoingthattoEnda,

I'dloseit

Me:Don'tevenimagineit

Iplacedthedocumentbackonthetableagain..

Me:Ihavetogo,we'lltalkagain

Qhuma:Yeahsure

Igotupandwalkedout..

FUTHI



Inthebathroom agirlwasfounddead..Necktwisted,

averygruesomedeath..

Warden:Gobacktoyourcells!!

Wewentbacktothecells..

Me:Irememberherfrom yesterday

Sino:Ican'tbelieveshe'sdead

Me:Metoo

Doshiawalkedin..

Westoodup..

Doshia:Futhi..Aword



Iwalkeduptoher,sheplacedherarm aroundmy

shouldersandturnedmetofacethewall.

Doshia:Ihopeyouaresetfortonight

Me:Idon'twanttodothis

Doshia:Youdon'thaveachoice,notwhenyouhave

amurdercaseonyourneck

Me:ItoldyouthatIwasfalselyaccused

Doshia:OhhnoI'm talkingabouttoday'smurder,

Aliciaintheshower?

Me:Ididn'tno-



Doshia:Nottooloud,wedon'twantyouimplicating

yourselfbyyourownwords

Me:Ididn'tdoitandthere'snoproofthatIdidit

Doshia:Areyousure?

Ilookedather..

Doshia:Ihavenothingtolose,IrunthisPrisonso

makesurethatyouwon'tbemybitchforever

especiallyifyougetalengthysentenceforkillingan

immate

Shekissedmeonthecheek...

Doshia:Domakemeproud



IRENE

IwaswashingdisheswhenVukaniwalkedin.He

tookadryclothandhelpedwipe..

Mymindwasfaraway,thinkingaboutanotheryet

dreadfuldayatworktomorrow.

Ididn'tevenrealizethatIwasthrowingthedishes

untilonefellandbroke...

Vukani:Hey

Me:I'm sorry

Vukani:It'sokay..What'swrong?

Me:It'snothing



Vukani:Whatisit?

Me:Work

Vukani:What'shappeningatwork?

Me:Themanagershe'sveryracist

Vukani:Whydon'tyoureporthim?

Me:Heardsheisfriendswiththeboss

Vukani:Thenrecordhersecretly

Me:Huh?



Vukani:Thepublicwillgiveyoujustice,exposeher

racism

Me:Idon'twannacreatetroubleformyself,whatifit

backfires?

Vukani:Ifyousitanddonothing,youwillbe

miserableatworkuntilyouquit!

FUTHI

Wewereeating..

Sinosatoppositeme..

Me:Sino

Sino:Don'tworryshe'snotcoming



Me:That'sbetter

Sino:Somethingisbotheringyou

Me:Doshiawantsmetogetherstafftonight

Shewhistled..

Me:IfI'm bustedwithcoke,mytrialisgoingtobe

heavyifIdon't..She'sgoingtosetmeupformurder

Sino:Murder?

Me:Murderofthegirlwhowaskilledintheshowers

Sino:That'sinsane



Me:Iknow

Sino:Thisisnotright,I'lltalktoherforyou

Me:No..

Sino:She'smygirlfriendIcanconvinceher

otherwise

Me:GrowupSino,Doshiadoesn'tloveyou!Doshia

caresfornobodybutherself!Shedoesn'tloveyou,

lookathowshemanhandledyouyesterday

Sino:Youdon'tunderstandus!Yesshe'srough

aroundtheedgesbutshelovesme

Me:Keeponthinkingthat!



Sino:Ifthat'showyoufeel,thenokay..SuityourselfI

wasonlytryingtohelp

Me:Iknowwhensomeonesaysthat,itmeans

betrayal..Nothingbutbetrayal!

QHUMA

Tsonga:SohowisitgoingwithVukani?

Me:Ithinkhe'sback

Tsonga:Really?

Me:Yes..HewasveryforthcomingaboutGuzik's

businesses



Tsonga:I'm gladhe'sstillonourside

Me:Metoo

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

Idecidedtoputapieceofclothinthelockto

preventthedoorfrom closingfullywhenwewent

out..Soit'llbeeasierformetosneakoutanddothis

shitforDoshia..

Iwaitedwhilelayingbackonmybunkerforthe

prisontobequiet.Whenitwas,Iknewitwastime.

TheonlythingmakingnoisewasDoshiaandSino

havingsex.WithhowDoshiawasmoaning,made

mequestionhowthehellshewasenjoyingsexwith

agirl.HowthehellisDoshiahittingit?Shedoesn't

haveadick.I'llneverunderstandLesbians!

Igotoutofbedandsnuckmywayout,I'llhavetobe

carefulonthecorridors.Walkwithmybackagainst

thewallsincecamerasonlycapturethepathway



thanthecells.IhavetomakesureIavoidthe

wardenstoo,untilIgettothekitchen..I'veneverhad

tobethissilenceandquickinmylifebefore,even

myfootsteps.HadtomakesurethatImoveatarat

pace,quickandsilent..

VUKANI

Slahladroppedusbytherestaurant.Iwasdressed

up,hadthebriefcasetoo.SamesuitasthePolitician,

asthejobentailed..Tofoolthesecurityatthe

parkinglot..

Slahle:Ya'llknowwhatyouneedtodo?

Plessis:Pieceofstrawberrycake

Slahla:I'm good

Wegotoutandmadeourwaytotherestaurant.I

havetokeepmyheaddown,avoidfacialrecognition



bythecameras..

Wewalkedin,keepingourcool..Thehatwas

workingovertimeinhidingmyidentity,that'stheonly

thingwecouldn'tmatchbecauseIhavetohidemy

identity..

Waitress:GoodeveningGentlemen,welcometo

Palmerias

Plessis:Thankyou

Waitress:PleasesignandI'llgetyouatable

IlookedatPlessis,hesignedforus.Iknowit'sa

fakesignature..

Waitress:Pleasethisside



Wefollowedher..

Ilookedaround,itwasn'tfull.It'saveryexpensive

restaurantforarandom Persontojustpullup..

IRENE

Iwastossingandturninginbed.Icouldn'tsleep,

Vukaniwasout.Thoughheliedhiswaytogoout,I

knewverywelldeepwithinmethathewasgetting

uptonogood..

Ineedtobehonestwithmyself,Myhusbandandthe

Fatherofmychildisacriminal.That'swhatheis,

that'swhathechosetobeandIhavetoacceptthat

oneday.This,hislifestylewilleitherendwithserious

imprisonmentordeath..



IdoubtVukaniwilldieanaturaldeath,he'seither

gonnabekilledordiethroughanaccident.Criminals

almosthavethesamefaith..

Iwantedtoprayforhim,Iwantedtoprayforhis

protectionbuthowdoIdisrespectGodlikethat?

HowdoIaskGodtoprotectsomeonewhoisgoing

outtheretogetuptonogood?Ijustneedtotrain

myheart.Preparefortheworstbecauseoneday,the

worstwillfindhim..

FUTHI

IonlyletoutasighofreliefwhenIgottothekitchen.

Itwasdarkandquiet.Thedoorisneverlocked.I

mademywaytothestoreroom,it'sthemost

darkest.DoshiatoldmethatherParcelwillbeunder

theboxofcabbages,Ihadtousemyhandstofeel

anddifferentiatethevegetables..



Tookmeatleast15mintofindit,becausethere

wereatleast3boxesfullwithcabbages.Itwas

burieddeepunderneath,underthelastbox.Itwasn't

abigParcel,Itookitandputitinmypants..Ifixed

myselfandwalkedout,backtotheCells..

AsIwaswalkingdownthecorridor,Thegavernor

pulledupwithtwoguards.Istopped..

Governor:Wehavebeenonalertaboutdrugs

comingintothisprison,we'vebeenwaitingtofind

theculprit.Ihopeit'snotyou!

VUKANI

Weorderedwhiskey..

IsawthePoliticiansittingwithanothergentleman..



Plessis:Almost

Me:Ikeptonfondlingwiththekey

Plessis:Don'tworryit'llbefine,whenyousucceedin

thisjobyou'llsee..Onthenextyou'llfeelless

nervous

Myonlyconcernwasmyfamily,can'tputthem

throughthisagain.Ican'tmissbeingapresent

Fathertoanotherkidagain..

Ihavebeengivenasecondchance,and

unfortunatelyitcamewhilstIonlyknowhowtobe

whatIam.Iam anexconforGoodnesssake!,if

peoplewithqualificationscan'tgetajob,whatabout

me??

Ineedtoprovideformyfamily,I'm theonly



breadwinner..

FUTHI

Iwasroughlyheldagainstthewall.Theyfriskedme..

Couldn'tfindanything..

Me:Please..IonlycameherebecauseIwashungry

Governor:Takeoffyourpants

Me:What?

Gavernor:Pants

ItookoffthePants,theParcelfell..



Gavernor:Whatdowehavehere?

Me:Icanexplain..It'snotmine,Uhm..Doshiaasked

metogetit

Gavenor:You'vejustadded15yearstoyour

sentence,justknowevenwhenyouinnocentyou'll

havethischarge!

Me:Please..

Gavernor:Takehertosolitary

Me:Noo..Please..

Theguardstookmeaway..

VUKANI



Plessis:Let'sgo

Itwasafterwe'vesettledthebillforourlightmeal

andwhiskeythatwewentout..

WemadeourwaytotheParkinglot.That'swhere

thefearcame.Ikeptmycoolaswepassedthe

guardattheparking..

Guard:Gentlemen

Wegreetedback,Istillkeptmyheaddown..

Plessis:Stop

Istopped..



Wemadeitseem likewewereconversing..

Plessis:Pressthebutton

Ipressedthebutton,itledustoanE-class.

Plessis:Thatwasabiggame(Laughing)

Me:I'm tellingyou!

WemadeourwaytotheE-class..

FUTHI

Theythrewmein,Iam meanttostayherefor3

days..



Me:Please..Youdon'tunderstand(crying)

Theylocked.Therewasnothinghereotherthanthe

toilet,mattressablanketandasmalllight..

Me:Youdon'tunderstand(Crying)

VUKANI

Wegotinsidethecar..

Plessis:Justdrive

Istarteditandthenwedroveoutoftheparkinglot,

casuallyso..

Itookadeepbreath..



Plessis:See..Itwasthateasy

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

WedrovestraightintothegarageperGuzik's

instructions.Wechangedandgotpaid.20keach,

whathappenstothecaristheirresponsibility.We

didourpart,webroughtitin.It'snolongerour

responsibilityanymore.

Idrovebackhomethatnightfeelingconfidentinmy

newjob,itwassoeasy.Easyatisbutitcanalsobe

dangerous,soI'm gratefulthatitwentwell..

20kforacarthat'sreasonable,basicallyifwetarget

MercsthismonthIwouldwalkawaywith

approximately60kbecausewedo3carsamonth,or

Ido3carsamonthfornowsinceI'm stillon

probation..



FUTHI

Whenthelightgoesoff..That'swherethereal

darknesscomesin,thesilenceandyouonlyhave

nothingbutyourownthoughtskeepingyou

company.Goodorbadthoughts,that'swhenyousit

thereandtakeitallin..

FeltlikeIwaslosingit,Mpilo'svoicekepton

tormentingmyears.EverywhereIturnedmyhead,

hispicturewillflash..

Iscreamed,cried,butnoonewashearingme.No

onewascomingforme.I'm inthisshithole,it'stime

Itrytolivewiththerealityofit..

15years?15yearsonacrimeIdidn'tcommit.Iwas

setup,howdoIevenbegintoprovemyinnocence??

Theyhavealreadyproclaimedusanimals,nothing

butdirt.WhatdoIsaythatcanpardonmycase?



Nothing!!

IRENE

IwasonlyabletocatchabreathwhenIheardhim

unlockingandwalkingin..That'sallIcando,hope

thathecomesbackhomesafeandsound..

Ipretendedtobeasleepuntilhegotinbed,andlaid

behindmeholdingmetight..

Ididn'tevenfeeltheneedtoaskquestions,Iwas

justrelievedthathewashomesafe...

QHUMA

EndainterruptedmythoughtsthatmorningasIsat

atthetableeatingbreakfast..



Enda:Goodmorning

Shekissedmeonthecheek..

Enda:Apennyforyourthoughts?

Me:Sorry

Enda:What'swrong?

Me:IfeellikeVukaniandIwearenolongersailing

onthesameboat

Enda:Why?

Me:Idon'tknow..Forsomereasonhisbecoming



distant

Enda:It'sunderstandable.Ireneispregnant,he's

goingtospendmoretimewithher

Me:Naait'snotthat..

Enda:Welljustgivehim time,hedidlosehisSonand

nowhe'sgettinganotherchancetobeafatherso..

Lethim be

IRENE

Hewastiptoeingaroundmethismorning,probably

feelingguiltyaboutlastnight..

Me:Youdon'thavetodrivemetoworkyouknow



Vukani:It'snotahassle,ifitwasuptomeI'ddrive

youeverydayandpickyouup

Me:That'ssweetbutI'm abiggirl

Vukani:Howdoyoufeelaboutmegettingyouacar?

Me:Canweaffordthat?

Vukani:Youcan'tbutIcan

Ilookedathim..

Vukani:Badjoke

Me:Idon'tneedacar,carsareexpensive.Idon't

wantyouspendingonmealot,I'm happywithour

moresettledlife



Vukani:Afterthataccident,I'm nolongertaking

chances

Me:Areyousureaboutthis?

Vukani:Iam

Me:OkaythenIguesswecangetthecar

Hekissedme..

Vukani:That'smygirl

FUTHI

Idon'tknowwhatinsanityisthis,Idon'tknowifit's



allowedornotbut..Theyweren'tgoingtoallowme

tobathwhilstI'm confided,theyonlybringmefood.

Thetoiletdoesn'tevenflushproperly..

Thiswasthegreatesthelltoeverexist..

Thedooropened,theypushedinthetray.Closed

again..Itwassoftporridge..

Iwenttogetit,nosugarjustvinegarinitandithad

lumps..

Ihadnochoicebuttopushthroughit..

DRBONE

Shewelcomedmein..



NaTshabalala:Bandile

Me:Ma

Her:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Her:Ngiyaphila(I'm good)

Ilookedaround..

Her:CanIgetyousomethingtodrink?

Me:NothankyouI'm notstayingforlong

Her:I'm guessingyounotheretoseehowI'm



holdingup

Me:No..IsFuthiaround?

Her:Noshe'snothere..Futhiisarrested

Me:When?

Her:EyyIdon'trememberbutshe'sbeenarrested

forkillingMpilo,Vukaniopenedacaseagainsther.I

knowshe'smyDaughterbutshedeservesit,I'm not

evenproudtocallhermyDaughter

Me:Ohw

Her:Didyouwantsomethingfrom her?

Me:No..I..Ididn'tneedanything



Ijustwantedtoconfirm thattheallegationswere

true,nothingmuch.

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

AFEW DAYSLATER

Iwastakenoutofsolitaryconfinementbacktomy

cell..Mycellmatesweresittingontheirbunkers..

ThebarsopenedandIwalkedin,theyclosedbehind

me..Iwalkedupstraighttomybunker,mybodywas

aching..

Ilaiddown,andthenoisedieddown.IsawDoshia

leaningoverme..

Doshia:Wherearemydrugs?

Me:TheGovernorhasthem



Doshia:Thatstashisworth8k

Me:WellIdon'tknowwhattotellyou

Shegrabbedmebymyclothesandsatmeup..

Doshia:Doyouknowthetroubleyouareinrightnow?

Youoweme8k

Me:Idon'tcare!!Ireallydon'tcare!

Shechuckledandletgoofme..

Doshia:Verywell

Sheturnedaroundandtooktwostepsforward,she

turnedaroundagainandpunchedmeacrossthe

face...

Iwashavingalotofstressofmyown,thatpunch



gottome.Igotupandpunchedherback.She

staggeredbackwards..

Oneofthecellmateswalkedovertoputasheetover

thebars..

Doshialookedatme..Shespatontheground..

Doshia:Holdherdown!

Theycameandheldmedowntomyknees.Ifeltthe

impactofherkneeonmynose..

Shewalkedtothecabinet.Tookoutasockandput

intwobarsofsunlightsoaps.Shecametomeand

swungthem onmyface..

VUKANI



Ilookedatthem..

Me:Sothisistheplan

Ilaiditdownonthetableforthem..

Me:Thewarehousehas3guardsoutside,two

guardsinside..Wetakedowntheonesoutsidethen

theonesinside,wegetthestashandweleave

Tsonga:Cameras?

Me:Nothing,theycommunicatewithwalkie-talkies

toalerttheothers.Ittakesatleast6minforothers

tocome

Boyzini:Thisissuicide,wecan'tdothis!



Qhuma:Weoutnumbered

Me:Wenot

Tsonga:Ibelieveweare

Me:Youhaveaninsidemanremember,me

Tsonga:Andhowwillyouplayit?

Me:Departmentchange,I'llgowithoneofyou.It'll

beeasytorestraintheonesoutsidewithoutalerting

theonesinside,thenthetwoofyougoinandgetthe

stash..Anyroleisfinewithme

Tsonga:Soundslikeaplan



Qhuma:It'sallaboutbeingfast

Me:Verywell

IRENE

Vukaniendedupgettingmethecar,aSuzukiswift.

Secondhand.18k.Wasn'tinthebestconditionbutit

wasalsonotbad,especiallysinceI'llbeusingitto

gotowork,andthemallnotalongdistantdrive

becauseitwon'tpullthrough..

Iwashappynevertheless,it'sagoodstart..

Thenauseawasstartingtobeunbearablenow,butI

keptitalltogetheratwork.EspeciallysinceLisahas

shownthatshediskilesme.Idon'twannabegiving

hermorereasonstoannoymeconstantly..



Natalie:Iboughtsomebolting,youcanhaveifyou

want

Me:Noproblem..ThankyouNat

Lisawalkedin,Icarriedonwithmywork..

Lisa:I'm goingoutforawhile,Ihaveafamily

emergencytoattendtoo..Itrustthatyouguyswill

behave

Nat:WewillbeokayTannieLisa

Lisa:I'llbeback,pleaseanswermyphoneinmy

office

Nat:Okay



Lisa:Irenemakesurethebinsareemptiedandthere

arenodishesinthesink

Ididn'tsayanything,shewalkedout..

FUTHI

Iwasonthegroundinpain.Coughingandspitting

outblood.Myfacefeltswollen,painsurged

throughoutmybody..

IsawtheGuardmakinghiswayin..

Guard:Whathappenedhere?

Noonesaidanything..

Guard:Isaidwhathappenedhere?



Doshia:Justamisunderstanding

Guard:Whoisresponsibleforthis?

Me:D..Doshia

Guard:Doshia?

Doshia:Itwasjustamisunderstanding

Guard:You'llbespendingtwoweeksinsolitary

confinement..Let'sgo

TheGuardgrabbedherarm,Doshiakickedmeon

myface..



Guard:Makeit3-4weeks!

Sinocametohelpmeup..

VUKANI

Qhuma:VukaniandIwewillhandletheguards

outside,TsongaandBoyziniwillgoinandtakethe

parcel

Me:Remembergentlemen,weonlyhave6minutes

Boyzini:Yes..

Tsonga:Theshipmentisworthhowmuch?

Me:150k



Tsongawhistled..

Tsonga:That'salotofdoe

Me:Theysoldafew

Qhuma:Shipmentworth150kisstillenough

Me:It'salotofmoney

Qhuma:Iagree

Tsonga:Iguesswewillseeeachotherlateronthen

Qhuma:Yes..Wemeetherelateron



Me:18:00,don'tbelate

Boyzini:Wewon't

TheywalkedoutandIremainedwithQhuma..

Qhuma:VukaniIwantyoutoknowthatIunderstand

thedangeryouputtingyourselfin,andwearebehind

you.WeareBrothersafterallandwewillalwaysbe

loyaltoeachother

Me:Iknow,IfGuzikfindsoutthatit'sme,I'm going

tobeinalotoftrouble..It'smyheadonthe

choppingblock.Hetrustsme

Qhuma:Iknow

Me:Hemightevengoaftermywife,myunborn



baby..Mywholeentirefamily

Qhuma:Vukani..HaveIeverletyoudown?Iam the

samePersonwhomadetheassaultcasegoaway

Me:Iknow..Wegotthis

Qhuma:I'llgogetbeers

Hewalkedout,Itookoutmyphoneandtexted

Guzik..

"It'son..Weareon..Theplanhasbeen

implemented"

TheplanistofuckQhumaup,whenwegetthere

insidethey'llbemoreguards.Theplanistodoaway

withhim forgood..Eliminatehim..



QHUMA

Iwalkedoutside..

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledBoyzini..

Me:Alertthebackup,18:00..Ifuckendon'ttrust

Vukaniforshit

Boyzini:I'lldoso

Me:Good.Theywillfollowusatadistance.When

wegetthere,ifwegetscrewedtheymustopenfire.

ShootanyoneandeveryoneexceptforMe,You,and

Tsonga

Boyzini:EvenVukani?



Me:EspeciallyVukani!

.

Tobecontinued
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SEASONFINALE[SIXBULLETS]

FUTHI

ThetreatmentthatIwasgettinginthemedicalward

wasbetterthanbeingouttherewiththose

Hooligans.Itwaspeaceful,Icouldrest.Getagood

rest,somethingIhaven'thadforawhilenow.Mylife

notfeelingthreatened,andthefoodtastedbetter

too..

Myfacewasswollenandpainful,mylefteyetotally

shutandmyrighteyepartiallyopen.

Idon'tknowwhattheygavemebutithelped

minimizethepain...



Iam onewhohasneverthoughtaboutsuicideno

matterhowhecticthingsget.Neverthoughtabout

endingmylifejustsatdownandthoughtofevery

detail.SometimesIwouldfeelit'llbebetterifIcould

die,butIdon'treallyknow.Doesdeathgetbetter?

Nooneactuallyknows.Seemslifeandearthare

bothdifficult,somepeoplebecomeshittyancestors

attheend..

IRENE

Vukaniwaspreparinghimselftogoout,Icouldsee

hewassearchingforagoodenoughreasontoo.He

hasexhaustedallhisexcuses..

Vukani:Canwetalk?Ihavesomethingtotalktoyou

about

Me:Soundsserious



Vukani:Itis

Me:Youdidn'tcheatagainright?

Vukani:No..No..I'm notcheating

Me:Then?

Vukani:Eversincewegotbacktogether,Idon'twant

ustoliveondishonestyorhaveanythingelsethat

mightpotentiallybreakusapart

Ilistenedtohim..

Vukani:Ihaven'tbeenquitehonestwithyou,I..Iam..

Hewipedhislipswithhisthumb..



Vukani:I'm notoutofthegame

Me:Whatgame?

Vukani:I'm stilldealinganddoingalotofillegal

things

Me:Ohw

Vukani:IloveyouIrene..Idon'twannaloseyouover

th-

Me:Willyoucomebackhome?Everyday?

Vukani:Huh?



Me:Promisemeyou'llcomehomeeveryday

Vukani:Ipromise

Me:That'swhatIwannahear

Vukani:Soyounotmad?

Me:NoI'm not..WhateverIsayyoustillgoingtodo

itanywaybehindmyback,that'snotthetypeof

relationshipIwantustohave

Vukani:Iunderstand

Heputhishandonmycheek..

Vukani:Ipromise..Noharm willcometoyouorour

baby,notwhenI'm stillbreathing



QHUMA

Boyzini:Wherethefuckishe?

Tsonga:Don'ttellmethathehaschickenedoutof

hisownplan

Me:Hedidchickenout..He'snotherebecausehe

wassettingusup,probablychangedhismindalong

theway

Tsonga:No..VukaniisnotstupidtobetrayGuzik,

he'llhanghim

Boyzini:Hewouldn'tputIreneindangerlikethat

Me:Idon'tunderstand..Hehasababyontheway,



SomethingmorePreciousthanmoneywhywouldhe

messitup?Heknowsitwon'tendwellforhim

Tsonga:Ithinkweshouldbeatit,diethisshitdown

Boyzini:Herehecomes

Tsonga:It'sabouttime!

IRENE

Whenheleft,Iwenttothehouse..ZuxieandThando

werewatchingTV...

Zuxie:WhereisVukani?

Me:Stockcountatthebottlestore



Ihatelying..

Me:He'llbebacksoon,maybelatebuthe'llbeback

Zuxie:IknowIrene,it'sjustthebottlestore

Ifakedasmile..

Thando:Irenelet'sgomakedessert

Me:Uhm sure

Wewalkedtothekitchen..

Zuxie:Justmakemeacupoftea



Me:I'llgetthebowls

Thando:Hedidn'tgotothebottlestoreright?

Ialmostdroppedthebowls..

Me:He..Hewentthere

Thando:Hehasgonesomewhere,somewherenot

safe

Iputthebowlsonthecounter..

Me:Wecan'ttellyourMother

Thando:DammitIrene!Theyhaveitforhim,howcan

wenottalk?



Me:Thingsarebetterbetweenallofusmorethan

theyhaveeverbeen

Thando:Theywouldn'tbeifhe'slockedup

Me:He'snotgonnagetlockedup!!

Iwalkeduptoher...

Me:Youcan'ttellanyoneaboutthis,especiallyyour

Mother

Shelookedatme..

Me:Thandopromise



Thando:Ipromise

VUKANI

Igotoutofthecarandwalkeduptothem,

underneathIwaswearingabulletproofvest..

Qhuma:Wherethefuckhaveyoubeen?

Me:UnlikeyouQhuma,someofushavewivestolie

too..Wiveswhodon'tknowanythingaboutwhatwe

do

Qhuma:Don'tgivemethatshit!

Me:Okaywhydon'twebothdriveuptomyhouse

andfuckentellherthetruth



Qhuma:Don'tfuckwithme!

Boyzini:ArewedoingthisYesorNo?We'vealready

wastedenoughtime

Qhuma:Let'sgo

Me:Perfect

Wewerealldrivingtogetherinonecar..

Qhumapulledmetotheside..

Qhuma:Ifyoufuckusup,Iswearthisbabyyou

lookingforwardtohaving..I'm goingtomakesure

thatallyouholdisthebloodthatyourwifeisgoing

tobleedprofuselydownthere..Areweclear?



Me:Firstandforemost,don'tevergrabmyarm.If

youdo,I'llmakeEndareceivesyours..Inabox,

wrapped!

Boyzini:Guys!

Ispatonthegroundandwenttothecar..

IRENE

Ikeptonstirringthroughmyicecream whichwas

melting..

ThandoandIkeptonlookingateachother..

Zuxie:What'sgoingonwithyoutwo?Doyoutwo

needaroom?



Me:No

Thando:Why?

Zuxie:Idon'tknow..Youtellmeallthewhisperingin

thekitchennowactingawkward,whatareyouhiding?

Me:Nothing..Wehidingnothing

Zuxie:Thenstopmakingthisawkward

ENDA

Iheardaknockatthedoor,weonlylockthegate

late..

Me:I'm coming..Ireneisityou?



Iunlockedandopened..

Me:Officer?

Officer:GoodeveningMam

Me:Goodevening

Officer:MayIpleasecomein

Me:Uhm..Idon'tknow..WhatcanIhelpyouwith?

Officer:IsyourHusbandQhuma?

Me:Yeswhy?



Officer:IthinkIshouldcomein

Ilethim in..

Me:Whataboutmyhusband?

Officer:Therewasanaccident,pleasecallhim to

makesurehe'sokay

Me:Letmegetmyphone

Iwentandgotmyphone,Icalledhim..

Qhuma:EndaIdidsaynocallsuntilIcomeback

Me:Anofficerisheresayingyougotinvolvedina

caraccident



Qhuma:Whatofficer?

Ilookedathim..

Officer:Bone

Me:B..

Qhuma:Enda..Heisn-

Me:IthinkI'vejustrealizedthat

Bone:Givemethephoneplease

Ihandedhim thephone.

.

Tobecontinued
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QHUMA

Itriedtoremaincalm,didn'twannagiveitawaythat

I'm pissed,worriedandpossiblyabouttolosemy

wife.Idon'tknowthisBonetoowelltosayhewon't

doit..

Me:Ngenaendabeni(Saywhateveritisthatyou

wanttosay)

Bone:IknowyouframedmewithIrene'saccident

Me:Isthiswhyyoudoingthis?

Bone:I'veseenyourcurveballQhuma



Me:Whatdoyouwantnow?Afuckenparty?

Bone:No..Iwantyouseehowitfeelslikewhenyou

includefamilyinabusiness!Whenyouinvolve

someoneelse'swife

Me:Ithinkthewrongpersonisseekingtherevenge

Bone:Youwillstayawayfrom Vukani'sfamily

becauseifyoudon'tnotonlyEndawillbeindanger

butyourexwifeandkidstooinOrangefarm

Me:Ifyouto-

Bone:YouandIhavesomethingincommon,weare

bothstrongtraditionally.Youwillnotfoolme,you

mightfoolVukanibutnotmeandIwillgiveyouarun

aroundformymoneybeforeyoueventhinkofkilling

me



Me:Ihavenoquarrelwithyou

Bone:Youhadquarrelwithmewhenyousetmeup,

that'swhereitstarted

Me:Ifyouh-

Bone:I'm leavingfornow,youcantalktoher

AfterafewsecondsEndastartedtalking..

Enda:Qhumawhatisgoingon?

Hehungup...

Me:Didheleave?



Enda:Yes

Me:CanyoulockallthedoorsandthegateI'llget

youpeopletocomesurveillancethehouse

Enda:Whatishappening?

Me:EndapleasejustdoasIsay!..I'llcallyouagain..

Iloveyou

Enda:Iloveyoutoo

Ihungup..

Vukani:Everythingokay?

Me:Justarival



IRENE

Myphonerang,Iwaswashingthebowls..Itwas

Enda..

Me:Girl

Shesniffed..

Me:Heywhat'swrong?

Enda:Someonecameintomyhouse,he..He

threatenedme

Me:What?Areyouokay?



Enda:Iam finefornow

Me:Who?ImeandidyourecognizethePerson?

Enda:Auhm..Bone

Me:Thatdoesn'tmakesense..Hewassaidtobein

Kzn,He'sback

Enda:Itseemsso,He'sbackandhescaredme

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhywouldVukani'sfriend

threatenyou?

Enda:HeisVukani'sfriend?

Me:Yes.Doesn'tmakesenseHeissaidtobeavery

goodguytoo



Enda:Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingon

Me:Doyouwantmetocome?

Enda:Yesplease

Me:I'm coming

VUKANI

Wepulledupatthewarehouse,itwasdarkbutwe

sawtwoGuardspatrollingoutside.

Me:Wehere

Boyzini:SeemslikeVukaniwasright,Twoguards



outside

Me:Areyouready?

Qhuma:Let'sgo

Me:Qhumalet'sgofirst,theyshouldn'tknowwe

havetheothertwohere..Wewillgofirstapprehend

them andthenwhenwearedone,youwillcomeand

dealwiththeonesinside

Tsonga:Yaasure

Me:Qhumaareyouready?

Qhuma:Let'sgo

Wegotoutofthecarandwalkeduptothem,had



ourgunssowewillactbeforetheytrytosearchus..

Me:Gentlemen

Theylookedatme..

Me:MynameisVukani,IworkforGuzik..Here'smy

pass

Itriedtopullitoutfrom mypocket..

Guard1:Wait

Hedrewushisgun..

Me:It'sjustapass



Guard1:Drawitoutslowly

Idrewitoutslowly..

Me:Here

Hecameandtookitfrom me..Helookedatit..

Guard1:Andwhoisthis?

Me:Anewassociate,Heisheretolearn

Guard2:Guzikdidn'tsayanythingaboutnewpeople

comingtonight

Me:Whywouldhe?Guzikrunsalotofbusinesses,

he'sabusyPersonthat'swhyhehaspeopleworking

forhim



Guard2:Letmecallandconfirm

Qhumatookouthisgun,movedclosertotheGuard

andpointedithim..

Qhuma:Don'teventhinkaboutit

ThefirstGuardhadhisgunwithhim,butQhuma

wasmorequicker.Ipulledoutminetooandpointed

itatthesecondGuard..

Me:Youshouldn'thavedonethat

Qhuma:HewasgoingtocallGuzik!

IRENE



Me:Here'syourcupoftea

Enda:Thankyou

Me:Istilldon'tgetit,Bonewantingtoharm you

makesnosenseatall

Enda:Hedidn'ttrytoharm me,buthedidwantto

putoutastatementtomyhusband.Whoknows

maybenexttimehewillreallydoit

Me:I'm sorry..We'lltrytogettothebottom ofit

Enda:WhathasQhumagottenhimselfinto?Whatis

this?

Me:Idon'tknow..I'm justgladthatyouareokay



Enda:Thankyouforcoming

Me:Youarewelcome

VUKANI

BoyziniandTsongapulledthrough,wehavealready

restrainedtheothertwooutside..

Tsonga:Let'sgo

Qhuma:Wait

Theystopped..

Qhuma:BoyzinigoinwithVukani



Me:Why?

Qhuma:Becauseyouworkhereremember,soyou

knowtheplacebetter

Me:Ihaven'tworkedhereinthiswarehouse

Qhuma:YouworkforGuzik,youwillneutralizethe

situation..Takeyourpass

Guard1:Youguysknowyou'llnevergetoutofhere

alive

Qhuma:We'lltakeourchances

ItookmypassthenBoyziniandImadeourwayin..

Itwasdark,itwasonlywhenwewereinthelight



wenton.Atleast10GuardsinsideincludingGuzik..

Boyzini:Fuck

Guzik:Dropyourguns,yououtnumbered

Wedid..

OneofhisGuardscameandrestrainedBoyzini..

Guzik:Nicejob

Boyzini:Wait..Youbetraydus?

QHUMA

Me:Let'sgo



Tsonga:Waitwhat?

Me:It'sasetuplet'sgetoutofhere

Tsonga:Wecan'tleaveVukaniinthereandBoyzini

Me:Vukanisetusup!

Tsonga:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Youreally

startingtobeparanoid!

Me:Vukaniwaswearingabulletproofvest..

Iheardashotgoingoff..Thenanotherone..

Iputmyhandonmytummy,oneoftheguardswe've



restrainedsomehowmanagedtodrawouthisgun

andshootme..

Tsonga:No!!

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Weheardgunshotsoutsidegoingoff.GuzikandI

lookedateachother,wemadeourwayoutside.We

sawTsongadraggingQhumatothecar..

Guzik:Seemslikeit'syourluckynight,youdidn't

havetoshoothim yourself.Fateplayedit'spart..

Ilookedatthem asTsongaputhim in,Iwentto

untiethetheGuards..

Me:Areyouguysokay?

Guard1:Wefine



Wewalkedbackinsidethewarehouse..

TheyweretyingupBoyzinonthechair..

TSONGA

IstartedthecaranddroveofflikeamadPerson,

takinghim tothehospital.Hewasnowunconscious,

losingalotofblood.WorseIdidn'tevenknowhow

tomakethebleedingstop,I'm notskilledinthat.

Havenoideawhatsoever...

AsIwasdrivingoff,ataxipassedthroughspeeding.

ProbablythebackupthatQhumacalled,theywere

headingstraighttothewarehouse..

Icontinueddrivingstraighttothehospital..



VUKANI

Boyzini:Doyouthinkyouaregoingtogetawaywith

this?Qhumaisgoingtocomeafteryouwith

everythinghehas..He'sonemanyoudon'twanna

messwith,hewillcomeafteryour

Guzik:Cansomeoneshutthisclownup?

Theycoveredhismouth..

Guzik:Let'sallgetthefuckoutofhere,callitanight!

Weheardsomenoiseoutside,acarpullingup..

Me:Whatisthat?

Guzik:Gunsout!Shootanyonewhocomesthrough



thatdoor

Weallstoodthereinoneplace,gunsout.Thedoor

opened,butinsteadofanyonecomingin.Teargas

wasthrownin..

Guzik:Everyoneoutthroughthebackdoor!!

Weallrushedtothebackdoor,whenweopened

that'swhenshotswerefired..

Withateargasinplace,weweregoingtoget

fucked..

TSONGA

Iparkedbythemainentrance,Idraggedhim outof

thecaranddraggedhim intothehospital.Hewas



bleedingprofusely..

Me:Help!!Help!!Help!!!

Nursesrushedtous..

IwaspulledawaybythePorter..

Porter:SirIneedyoutostepawayfrom hersothat

Doctorscanhelp

Me:Pleasedoeverythingtosavehim

Porter:Theywilltry

VUKANI



Mostguysweregoingdown,andwithalotof

manpowerdownwedon'tstandachancetofight..I

grabbedGuzik'sarm,hewasstrugglingtobreath.I

draggedhim outtotheothermaindoorandwe

madeourwayout.Ilookedaround..

Me:Whereisyourcar?

Hecoughed..

Me:Guzikwhereisyourcar?

Hepointed..

Me:Givemethekeys

Hegavemehiskeys..



Me:Let'sgo

Thestupidityofthem wasgoingtotheother

entrance,andnotcoveringboth.Idraggedhim tohis

carsowecouldleave..

Iunlocked..

Me:Getin

Notthattheteargashasn'taffectedme,butI've

beenthroughitbefore.Prisonriots..

Ihaveabitofahightoleranceforit..

Istrappedmyselfandstartedthecar,that'swhenI

heardgunshots.Theywereshootingatus..



Me:Getdown!!

IRENE

Igotupandlookedatthetime.Itwas22:30

Hesbeengonesince18:30..

Icouldn'tsleep,Iwasworried.Iam not

knowledgeableaboutsuchthingsbutit'stakingtoo

damnlong!.IwantedtocallbutIcouldn't,whatifI

disturb..AllIcoulddowashopethathecomesback..

FUTHI

TheNursecametome..

Nurse:Ithoughtyou'dbesleeping



Me:Isleepalotduringtheday

Nurse:Isee

Me:Istheresomethingwrong?

Nurse:No..Nothingiswrong,justthattomorrow

morningwewillbedischargingyou

Me:Huh?

Nurse:Weneedmorebedsandcomparedto

everyoneelseinhere,youdon'thaveanyserious

injuriesjustonyourface.Youcanhealinthecell,I'll

occasionallygiveyouaniboprufenforthepain

Me:I..CanIasktobeexchanged?Imeanputina



differentcell

Nurse:You'llhavetotakethatwiththegovernor

Me:ButyoucanwriteareportortheDrcan

Nurse:AsI'vesaidyoudon'thaveseriousinjuries,if

wewriteyouonethenwehavetowriteeveryone

elseone.Ifyourlifeisindanger,youcantakeitup

withtheGovernor

VUKANI

Ipulledover..

Igotshotinthearm,IturnedandlookedatGuzik..

Me:Areyougood?



Guzik:I'm good..You?

Me:Igotshotinthearm

Guzik:Canyoustilldrive?

Me:Yeah

Guzik:Drivestraighttomyhousesowecantakethe

bulletout

TSONGA

Irecievedacall,itwasBoyzini..

Me:Hello

Boyzini:ThankGod!Areyougood?IsQhumagood?

Me:Hegotshot,Idrovehim tothehospital..Areyou

good?



Boyzini:Justmessedupfrom theteargasbutI'llbe

fine..Whatdoyoumeanyoutookhim tothehospital?

Me:Hegotshot!Hewaslosingalotofblood

Boyzini:TsongahowareyougoingtoexplainQhuma

gettingshot?

Me:Ohhfuck!

Boyzini:Youneedtothinkofsomething,andfast!!

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

HisWifewastheonethattookthebulletout.She

wasgentle,andbeforeIknewit.Weweredone..

Me:Ididn'tknowthathewasgoingtobringin

backup

Guzik:Ithoughthewasjustatownshipwannabe

thug,actedtoughandwhatnot.Obviously

misjudgedhim

Me:Definitely

Guzik:Ifhemakesithe'sdefinitelygoingtocome

foryouinallangles.Yourwife,yourfamily



Me:Ialreadythoughtaboutthat,butmyleavingwill

meanthatI'm scaredofhim andwhenhesenses

thatfearit'llmakehim comeharderonmewithmy

familyandIcan'thavethat

Guzik:True..Itdoesn'tseem likehehasenough

coveragetogoonotherthanhisallianceswithother

taxidrivers,that'swhatmakeshim tobepowerful

Me:Yaaandstartinginyourworldtaxidriversmight

notmatterbutinmyworldtheydo,andtheyvery

dangerous.Startingawarwiththem issomething

thatlastsalifetime.Theyareabigsyndicate

Guzik:Ihavenointentionsofstartingwarwithhis

kind,Iam juststartingwarwithonePerson.Ifthey

wannajumpinthenit'swarwegoingtogivethem,

onyourpartIwanttoknowifyouupforitbecauseif

thatfuckermakesityouarefucked.Nowit'sclear



whereyoustandssobepreparedforwar!

TSONGA

Qhumawasgoingtomakeit.Hewascriticalbut

stable.Nowthehardpartcomes,havingtotellwhat

happened...

TheDrapproachedmewithcops..

Cop1:Goodevening

Me:Evening

Cop1:Iam LeuitanantSheziI'm heretoaskyou

aboutthefellathatwasbroughtin

Me:Yes

Shezi:I'm guessingyouwilltellmewhathappened,



thefullstory

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Yes

Shezi:Youcanstart..Anyday

Me:Ofcourse..Uhm,Iwasonthephonewith

QhumaashewasdrivingthenextthingIknow,I

heargunshots.Hejustscreamed"Theyshotme,

theyshotme".Ithentracedhim usinghisphoneand

Ifoundhim,inhiscarshot

Shezi:Doeshehaveanyrivals?

Me:Yes..Vukani



Helookedatme..

Shezi:YouthinkthisVukanimighthavedonethis?

Me:Iam notsayinghedid,I'm justsayingtheyrivals

Shezi:Don'ttheyworktogether?Aren'ttheyfriends?

Me:Friendscanbeenemies

Shezi:Didsomethinghappenbetweenthem?

Me:Idon'tknowdetective,IjusthaveaEaterythat's

all

Shezi:We'lllookintoitandlookintothisVukani,we

alsogoingtoneedyourphonerecordstoconfirm

thecall



Me:Sure..Isthatall?

Shezi:Fornow

Me:Thankyou

ENDA

Iunlockedandopened,itwasBoyzini..

Me:Boyziniwhatareyoudoingheresolate?

Boyzini:EndaI..

Me:WhereisQhuma?



Boyzini:He..Qhumagotshot

Me:What?

Boyzini:He'sokay..He'sinthehospital

Me:Whatthehellhappened?

Boyzini:Vukanisetusup

Me:Thatisinsane,whywouldVukanidothat?They

arefriends

Boyzini:I'm shockedmyself

Me:Ihavetogettothehospital



Boyzini:I'lldrivebehindyou

FUTHI

ThenextmorningImademywaytomyCell..

Sino:Hey..Areyouokay?

Shewalkeduptome..

Sino:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm good

Shehelpedmelieonmybunker..

Me:Thankyou



Sino:Whydidyouletyougo?Youstillinbadshape

Me:I'm fine..Doshiaisstillnotout?

Sino:No..Notyet

Me:IneedtospeaktotheGovernor,changemycell

Shelaughed..

Sino:Ifonlyitwasthatsimple

Me:Doshiaisgoingtokillme

Sino:Lookjustgiveherbackherstaff



Me:How?Exactlyhow?

Sino:Don'tyouhaveacontactoutside?Acontact

thatcanhelp?

Me:No..Idon'thaveanyone

Sino:Thenyouscrewed!

IRENE

Idon'tevenknowatwhattimeVukanimadeithome

lastnight,butIwokeupnexttohim.Imust'vebeen

seriouslyout,Idon'tevenknowtheexacttimeI

passedout..

Inoticedthathehadabandagewrappedaroundhis

arm..



Iwonderwhathappened,butI'm gladhe'sback.Igot

outofbedcarefullytonotwakehim up..

ENDA

Ifeltsomeonegentlyshakingme..

Iwokeup,itwastheNurse..

Her:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Her:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodbutmyneck

Her:Youhavetogohomeandrest

Me:NoI'm okay



Her:He'singoodhands..He'sstable

Ilookedathim,hehadtheoxygenmaskaroundhis

mouth..Iwasholdinghishand..

Me:It'sokay..I'm nottired,I'm fine

Her:Areyousure?

Me:Yesthankyou

Her:Okay

Me:I'lljustgogetmyselfcoffeethenI'llbebackto

giveyousomespacetowork

Her:Thankyou..Iappreciatethat



IRENE

Hefinallywokeup..

Vukani:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Hemadehiswaytome..

Vukani:CanIdriveyoutoworkthismorning?

Me:Yes..Iguessso

Heheldmyhand..



Vukani:I'm sorry..Ishould'vecalled

Me:I'm justgladyouokay,whathappenedtoyour

arm?

Vukani:Justascratchnothingserious

Me:Itlooksserious

Vukani:I'llsurvive..Ineedtoputabugonyourphone,

sortofatrackerandinyourcartoo.Mom'sand

Thandostoo

Me:Areweindanger?

Vukani:No..It'sjustasafetyprecautionthat'sall

Hesqueezedmycheek..



Me:Ifyousayso

FUTHI

Guard:Youmaygoin

Me:Thankyou

Iwalkedin..TheGovernorwasonthephone.Isat

downandwaitedforher.Whenshewasdone,she

putthephonedown..

Me:GoodmorningIneedtotalktoyou,I'm indanger.

Doshiahasitinforme,shedidthistome.Whenshe

getsoutofsolitaryconfinementshe'sgoingtocome

forme



Shelookedatme..

Me:I'm requestingtobeputinadifferentcell,a

muchsaferone

Governor:Getup

Me:I'm sorry

Governor:Youdon'tsitunlesstoldtoo,yourMother

nevertaughtyoumanners?

Me:I'm sorry..Igotup

Governor:Sitdown

Isatdown..



Me:Thankyou

Governor:No

Me:Butmylifeisindanger

Governor:Everyone'slifeisindanger.IfIdoyoua

favourIhavetodoeveryoneafavour

Me:Ohw

Governor:Gobacktoyourcelldon'tevercometomy

officeunlessit'simportant.Thisisnotapublictoilet

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

AfterdroppingIreneoffatwork,Icamehometo

SheziwantingtoaskmeQuestions.Now,whatI

don'tunderstandishim headingthiscase.He'snot

local,whatexactlydoeshewantfrom me?Wewere

classmatesonceuponatime.Neverbeefed,soI

don'tknowwhyhe'sdoingthis..

Shezi:WhyareyouandQhumabeefing?

Me:Wenotbeefing

Shezi:Wherewereyoulastnight?

Me:You'llhavetobespecificonthetime



Shezi:Vukanidon'tfuckwithme,someonealmost

losthislifelastnightokay?Thisnotafuckengame!

Me:QhumaandIwearebusinessassociates,we

ownabottlestoretogether.Yeswebuttheadsevery

nowandthenbutwewouldnevertakeitthatfar,we

havesomethingtolose.Abottlestorethatismaking

goodmoney,YesterdayIwasatafriend'splace.I

wasinvitedfordinnerthenIcameback.Icangive

youhisnumberandyoucanaskhim

Shezi:TrustmeIwillbeverifyingyouralibi

Me:Idon'tseewhyyoushouldn't

Shezi:Givemehisnumber

Me:Verywell



Shezi:YouknowI'm tiredofyouactinglikeagood

guywhenIknowverywellthatyousomehow

involvedinQhuma'sshooting

Me:CanyouprovethatIwasinvolved?That'sthe

question

Shezi:Canyouprovethatyouweren'tinvolved?

Me:IthinkI'm alreadyproving

Shezi:IwillnailyouVukani

Me:Pleasedo..Here'sthenumber

Hetookthepadfrom me..



Me:Ibelieveifyouhaveanymorequestionsforme,

youwillcontactme

Shezi:Gotohell

ENDA

Myphonerang,itwasIrene.Itookawhilebefore

pickingup..

Me:Irene

Irene:Hi..DidIcatchyouatthebadtime?

Me:Myhusbandwasadmittedlastnight,hegot

shot

Irene:What?Howishe?



Me:Askyourhusband

Irene:ExcuseMe?

Me:VukanisetmyhusbandupandQhumaalmost

died

Irene:Itdoesn'tmakesense

Me:WhereisVukanirightnow?He'sfineright?And

athome?

Irene:EndaVukaniwouldn'tdothat

Me:Ifnotthenwhyisheokayandmyhusbandthe

oneinhospital?



Irene:I'lltalktoVukani

Me:Don'tbotherbecauseyouandIwearedone

Irene:Enda!

Me:Don'tevercallme,Idon'twantnothingtodo

withyoueveragain

Irene:Endawait

Ihungup...

ShetriedcallingagainbutIblockedher..

FUTHI



Wewereoutsideintheyard..

Therewasacrewthere,justallaloneinacorner..

Me:Sino

Sino:Yes?

Me:Whoisthat?

Sino:Who?

Me:That

Ipointed..

Sino:OhwGoyaandhercrew,Doshia'srival.Doshia



runshersideoftheprisonsodoesshe

Me:Isee

Sino:Theykeepthepeace,theydon'tscreweach

otherover..Goyasellsweedandcigarettes,Doshia

drugs

Me:Interesting

Sino:Anotheroneyoudon'twannamesswith

Me:Notplanningtoo

IRENE

Iexcusedmyselftothegotothebathroom soI

couldcallVukani..



Vukani:Myloveiseverythingokay?

Me:EndatoldmeQhumagotshot

Vukani:Okay?

Me:Thatyouwereinvolved

Vukani:Iwasn't

Me:Vukanibestraightwithme,Ithoughthonesty

matteredmorenowbetweenus.Wewerenever

goingtolietoeachotheranymore?

Vukani:Ididn'tshootQhumabutIwishIdid,Qhuma

ochastratedyouraccidentthensetupBone



Me:Ini?(What)

Vukani:It'suncleartomewhyhedidsobutI'm

thinkinghewantedtogetBoneoutofthepictureso

Icouldworkwithhim

Me:That'sinsane

Vukani:IknowbutIpromiseyouthatIdidn'tshoot

him,itwasnotme

Me:Idon'tlikethisatall,NowQhumaisgoingto

thinkthatyouwereinvolvedandIdon'twantyoutoo

fighting

Vukani:It'sgoingtobeokayandIdon'twantyou

stressingoverthisokay?



Me:I'lltrynottoo..Ihavetogowe'lltalklater

Vukani:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

FUTHI

Ipickeduptheballandwenttothem..

Me:Hereisyourball

Shetookit..

Shelookedatme..

Goya:Anythingelse?



Notevenathankyou?

Me:No

Goya:Thenbeatit

Ilookedaround..

Me:Uhm..Goya,whatdoIneedtodotobeinyour

cell?

Goya:YouareDoshia'sbitch,Wedon'tcrosseach

other..Nowbeatit!!

GUZIK



Iwasonthephonewithoneofmyguys..

Him:GettingintotheHospitalandfinishinghim off?

That'sgoingtobedifficultandcostly

Me:Ialreadyknow,butsinceyouwereabletotrack

whichhospital..I'm sureyou'llbeabletofinishthe

job

Him:I'lldoit..50k

Me:Verywell..You'llget15kandtherestwhenthe

jobisdone

Him:Agreed

Me:I'llbewaiting

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

2WEEKSLATER

Iwasnervoustoday,verynervous.Doshiawasbeing

releasedfrom solitaryconfinement.Shewillwant

myheadonthechoppingboard,Ilostherdrugs,

thenputherinsolitaryfor2weeksandinhermindI

knoweverythingismyfault..

Itakenoresponsibilityinwhathappened,she

initiatedeverything.It'sallherfault..

Sino:Don'tbenervous

Me:IdontseehowIcannotbenervouswhenI'm



abouttobekilled

Sino:Let'snotrushintoanything..Doshiamightbe

crazy,hardheadedandshorttemperedbutlet'snot

rushintoanything

Isatdown..

Me:DyinginPrison,beinginPrisonasawholewas

neverpartoftheplan

Sino:It'snotanyone'spartoftheplan,it'sjustwhen

lifescrewsyouover

Me:YaaIguessso

Doshiawalkedin,Shewasbroughtinbyaguard..



Guard:Arewegoingtobehavethistimearound?

Doshia:I'm alwaysonmybestbehavior

Guard:We'llsee

TheGuardleft..

Doshialookedateveryoneandsignaledwithher

headthattheymustleave.Theydid..

Shecametome..

Doshia:Canyouholdyourbreathfor15min?

Me:Idon'tthinkthat'spossible



Doshia:Makeitpossible

Shegrabbedmebymyhair..

Doshia:Wegoingoutforaswim

Me:Wait..Wait..Wait..

Doshia:I'm alreadydoinglife,Ihavenothingtolose!

Me:Goyasellsdrugs

Shestoppedandletgoofmyhair..

Doshia:TF?

Me:Isawher,whenwewentoutside



Doshia:Ifyouarescrewingupwithme

Me:Iam not..Ipromise

Shetookafewstepsbackandwalkedout..

Doshia:Fuck!!

NowIhavebeefwithGoya,abitchIdon'tknow..

QHUMA

Shetriedtofeedmethesoftporridgeagain.

Me:I'm good



Enda:Youhavetoeat

Me:EndaIsaidI'm good!

Enda:I'm sorry

Sheputthebowlaway..

Me:Thisishardforme

Enda:IknowbuttheDrsaysthere'snointernal

damagethatwascaused,somethingpermanentso

youwillbeokay

Me:Ican'twalkEnda!Howisthatokay?WhenItake

3stepsI'm alreadyfeelingpainandhavetositon

thechair..Howisthatokay?



Enda:YouarenotGodQhuma..Youareahuman

being,youcangethurt.It'snotimpossiblenordoes

itmakeyouweak

Me:Leave

Enda:Sorry?

Me:Ineedsomespace..Leave

Enda:Okay

Shegotup,tookherbagandwalkedout...

VUKANI

Iapproachedthecar..Sheloweredthewindow..



Her:Problem officer?

Ifixedmyglassesunderthecap..Ithenfixedmy

leathergloves..

Me:Licenseandregistrationplease

Shehandedmeherlicense..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Isthereaproblem?

Isignaledwithmyfingerthatsheshouldkeepquiet..

Iwalkedaroundhercar,ShewasdrivingaRange



RoverEvoque

Iwenttotheback,andunderneaththecarIplaced

thedevicethatfiltersthetracker..

Iwentbacktoher..

Me:Mayyoupleasestepout?

Her:Why?

Me:PleaseMam'

Her:Idon'tevenunderstandwhyyoupulledmein

thefirst

Me:Pleasedon'tmakethisdifficult



Her:CanIatleastcallmyHusband?

Me:Andwhatishegoingtodo?Helpyougetoutof

troublefrom drivingacarthatwasinvolvedina

crime?Ahitandrun?

Her:What?

Iopenedthefileandtookoutpictures..

Me:Whowasdrivingthiscartwoweeksback?

Her:Myhusbanddrivesitoccasionally

Ihandedherthepictures..



Me:Hewasfleeingfrom anaccidentscene,afterthe

hitandrunhewascaptured

Her:Thisshowsnothing,Itprovesnothing

Me:Itwasachase,hewasnotsteadyforpicturesto

havebeentakeninthecrimescene

Her:MyHusbandisnotsuchaPerson,hewould

neverdothis

Me:Stepout

Her:Thisisridiculous

Sheunstrappedherselfandgotout..

Her:Nowwhat?



Me:Wearetakingthecardowntothepolicestation,

you'llgetitthere

Her:What?Isthatevenlawful?

Me:Thiscarservesasevidence,thiscarhitakid,

killedakid

Her:But..

Me:Here

Itookoutthepictureofthedecoyandshowedher..

Me:HernameisMasivuye,6yearsold



Shelookedatthepicture..

Her:OhhmyGod

Me:Itwasaverysadsituation

Her:CanIatleastcallmyhusband?

Me:Youwill,thetourtruckisonit'swayIstillhavea

fewquestionsforyou

IRENE

Todayitwasmydayoff,IhadaDoctor's

appointment.Vukanicouldn'tjoinme,hehadwork

todo..

Eversincewhathappened,happened.Ithasbeen



difficult.WhereverIgothere'stwogentlemen

guardingmylifefrom afarbutnottoofar..

Dr:Everythingseemstobegoingwell

Me:Thankyou

Dr:Anythingyouwannaaskme?

Me:Uhm no...I'm okay

Dr:Areyousure?

Me:Yes

Ifakedasmile..



Iwasn'tfeelingokayemotionally.Havingafallout

withEndawastakingatollonme,Idon'tknowwhy

VukaniandQhumahadtobefriendsbecausenow

it'saffectingmyfriendshipwithEnda.She'stheonly

friendIhavecurrentlyortheonlytruefriendI'veever

had..

VUKANI

Thetourtruckpulledup,Plessiswasdrivingit..

Me:Pleasetakeyourbelongingsinside

Sheopenedthedooragainandtookoutallher

belongings.Plessiswalkeduptome..

Plessis:Officer



Me:Mr??

Plessis:Bruen..

Me:MrBruen

Plessis:Igotacallfrom thestation,aboutacarI

havetotow

Me:Yesthisone,evidencetoacase

Plessis:Howdoessuchaclassycarendupbeingan

evidence?

Me:I'm notatlibertytodiscussthiswithyou

Plessis:Verywell



Me:Pleasegettoit

IwalkeduptotheLady..

Me:MrsVandeMerwe,howfarisyourhusband?

Her:He'llbehere

Me:That'sgood

Her:I'lldrivewithhim tothepolicestation

Me:Iunderstand..

Her:Whatisyourname?



Itookoffmynametag,obviouslyanaliasname..

Me:Here

Her:Ohwthankyou

Iwalkedbacktomycar...

FUTHI

Doshia:Let'sgo

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Doshia:ToGoya

Wewereoutside..



Me:Ithoughtyouweredoingtheconfrontation

alone?

Shegrabbedmyarm..

Doshia:Isaidlet'sgo!!

.

Tobecontinued



100

VUKANI

Wetookthecardowntothegarage.Thatstuntwas

veryeasytopullnolie,itwentsweetoratleastI'm

hopingitdid..

Mechanic:Sweetitseemsnew,recentlybought

Guzik:Canyoustripitdown?

Mechanic:Countonme

Guzik:Gentlemenstepintomyoffice

Wemadeituptohisoffice..



Guzik:30keach..Goodjob

Plessis:That'swhatI'm talkingabout

Itwasalotofmoney...

Guzik:Youpulleditoffwell,welldone

Plessis:Alwayscountonus

Guzik:Always

Plessis:Canweleave?Wedonehereright?

Guzik:Yes..Seeyouonthenextassignment



IlookedatPlessis..

Me:I'llberightthere

Plessis:Cool

Iwaitedforhim towalkout..

Guzik:Howareyoufindingtheguys?

Me:Theygood,theyverygood

Guzik:I'm gladyouworkingwellwiththem

Me:It'snotyourfaultthatyoucan'tkillQhuma,

believeme..Ithasnothingtodowithyou



Guzik:Ihadagoodhospitalplan,Idon'tknowhow

myguywasfound.Couldn'tevenkillhim whilsthe

wasacabbageatthefuckenhospital

Me:Qhuma..Youmightnotunderstandthisbut..He

isstrongtraditionallyhecan'tbekilledthateasily

Guzik:Thosethingsreallywork?

Me:Likeacharm,I'dliketothinkI'm onthatboattoo

butwithhowhehasfuckedmeup..Probablynot,

probablyitwasfakeforme

Guzik:He'snotimmortal,therehastobeaway

Me:Wewillf-

Myphonerang.Ichecked,ItwasIrene..



Me:Myheartinahumanform

Irene:Hey

Me:Hey?

Irene:I'm sorry..JustthatI..Ihavealotonmymind

Me:DiditgowellattheDr?

Irene:Yes

Me:Thenwhatisit?

Irene:ImissEnda



Shestartedbreakingdown..

Iwalkedout..

Irene:It'sstupidthatwehavetobeenemiesnow

justbecauseyouandQhumaare,whyarewe

inheritingthehate?

Me:Becausesheisfaithfultoherhusbandand

there'snothingwrongwiththat

Irene:Thisshouldn'tgetinbetweenus

Me:Iknowithurts,Iknowhowcloseyoutwowere.I

knowshewasthereforyou,buttakeitasiflikeher

roleinyourlifehadtoend.Whatshewasmeantto

do,shedidandit'sdone.Trytolivewiththepainand

notletitbreakyou,itdoesgetbetter



Irene:I'lltry

Me:Iloveyousomuchneverforgetthat

Irene:Iloveyoutoo

Me:I'llseeyoushortly

Irene:Okaybye

FUTHI

Doshiapushedmeintothecell,Goyaandhiscell

matesweresittingthere..

Mythroatwentdry,andIdidn'tknowwhattodo.

SeemslikeIwasfucked..



Goya:Whatbringsyoutomycorner?

Doshia:HaveIeverfuckedyouGoya?

Goya:NotthatIremember,why?

Doshia:Sowhyareyoufuckingme?

Goya:Areyougoingtogettothepointanytimesoon?

Doshia:Mycellmatehere,tellsmethatyouare

sellingdrugs?

Goya:Am Inow?

Doshia:Stopwithshit



Goyalookedatme,thenshewentbacktopeeling

herapple..

Goya:Itwasonlyasmallbatch,youwereinsolitary

confinementandpeoplewerehavingwithdrawal

symptomsbasicallyIsavedyourass.Ifdrugs

weren'tgoingout,someoneelsewasgoingtosell

underthecarpet

What?Ididn'texpectthatreply..

Doshia:Wheredidyouevengetdrugs?

Goya:Mycontactoutside,here

Goyalookedatoneofhergirlsandnodded,she

wentandtookoutsomemoneythengaveitto

Doshia..



Goya:Youwelcome

Doshiatookit..

Doshia:Let'sgo!

IlookedatGoya,shelookedatmetoo..

Goyasavedmyneck..

Doshia:Thisisyourluckyday,Iguessyougettolive!

QHUMA

Tsongawalkedin..



Tsonga:Hey

Ilookedathim..

Tsonga:Howareyou?

Me:Ifyoudidn'tbringmetothehospitalthatday,I

could'vedied

Tsonga:Iknow

Me:Howdidyoupulloutaperfectexcuseforthe

cops?

Heshruggedhisshoulders..

Tsonga:I'm notsure



Me:Iwillbedischargedsoon

Tsonga:WhatareyougoingtodotoVukani?

Me:6bullets

Tsonga:Wait..Youcan'tdothat,that'snotright..I

knowhefuckedusoverbutyoucan'tkillhim

Me:I'm notgoingtobebusyplayingcatandmouse

withVukani,Idon'thavethattimenortheenergy

Tsonga:Idon'tknow

Me:Iwasn'tseekingyouropinioninthematter,Iwill

dotoVukanihowhefuckedmeup..Period!



FUTHI

IwalkedbackoutandwenttoGoya'scell..

Me:Hi

Shelookedatme..

Goya:Leaveus

Theyleftus..

Me:I..Iam verysorryforlyingonyoubutDoshia

wasgoingtokillme

Goya:SoyouscaredaboutDoshiakillingyouand

notme?



Me:Yousavedme,ifyouwantedtokillmeyou

could'vedeniedwhatI'vesaid

Goya:Whatareyouinfor?Stealingachocolatefrom

asupermarket?

Me:No..I..Iam informurder,falselyaccusedof

murder

Goya:FalselyaccusedofmurderingWho?

Me:My..MySon

Goya:Leave..IfyouevergiveDoshiaanyreasonto

comeintomyterritoryIwillkillyou

Me:Itwon'thappenagain,I'm sorry



Iwalkedout,andwentbacktomycell..

NTANDOSHEZI

Ilookedatthem..

Me:Youtwogotscrewed,there'snoofficerbythis

nameinthisstationnorthebatchnumber

Lady:It'simpossible,Ispoketohim andhe..Heis

oneofyourown

Me:Mam'yougothijackedinthemostsettledway..

Yourcarwasnotinvolvedinahitandrun,noris

thereanycaseofahitandrun

Man:Itcan'tbe,howdoesanyoneimpersonatea



PoliceMan?

Me:WelcometoSouthAfricaSir

FUTHI

Doshia:Here

Girl:Thankyou

Doshia:Whyareyouhavingwithdrawalsymptoms?

Girl:Icouldn'tgetaholdofyoufor2weeks,heard

youwereinconfinement

Doshia:Wasn'tGoyaselling?



Girl:Goyawasn'tselling..Noonewasselling

Doshialookedatme..

Doshia:Isee

.

Tobecontinued
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QHUMA

Ipulledthroughatthehospital,untilIwas

dischargedafewdayslater.Iwasstillina

wheelchair,Ican'twalkadistancewithoutfeeling

painsinmytummy..

InsteadofEndacoming,IaskedBoyzinitofetchme.

Ihatethatmywifehastoseemeinthisvulnerable

statethatI'm in..

Boyzini:SowhatarewegoingtodowithVukani?

Me:Wegoingtoactlikewedon'tknowhebetrayed

me



Boyzini:HeknowsthatIknow

Me:Thenactlikeyoudidn'ttellme

Boyzini:Whycan'tweunitehim withhisancestors?

Me:Doingthingsbecauseofangerisgoingtoend

usinalotoftrouble.I'm sureVukaniisalertnow

incasewegoafterhim

Boyzini:HebetrayedusforfuckenGuzik??Someone

whocandrophim anytime?

Me:Itiswhatitis!

VUKANI

Tsongabroughtmyfoodtome,heplacedthem on



thetable..

Tsonga:Youhavealotofnerveshowingupherein

myeateryknowingverywellyoubetrayedus!Almost

gotQhumakilled,Boyziniandmyself

Iglanceddownatthefood..

Me:Isthefoodpoisoned?

Tsonga:Iwish

Me:Youknow,youarethelastonetospeaklikethis..

Speakonbetrayal

Tsonga:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Settingmeuponthatheist?Knowingverywell



thatQhumawentafterIreneandyouwatchedhim

puttheblameonBone.WatchedmeandBoneturn

intoenemies

Hesteppedback..

Me:Sowhohasalotofnerve?

Bonewalkedin..

Bone:Madoda

Me:AwwwInjayehlathi

Wefistbumped,hesatdownoppositeme..

Bone:AwwTsonga..Iseethebusinessisstill

booming



Tsonga:Yaa..Howareyou?

Bone:Goodanyyou?

Tsonga:Goodtoo..CanIgetanythingforyou?

Bone:Beefstewanddumplings

Tsonga:Comingup

Me:Ohhand..IfyoutellQhumathatIknowabout

thebetrayal,youmightaswellsaygoodbyetothe

eatery.I'llburnitdown

Hecontinuedwalking..



Bone:Andthen?

Me:Nothingserious

IRENE

Iknocked..Sheopened..

Enda:Yes?

Me:Hi

Enda:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Canwetalk?

Enda:IsVukanistillaliveandhealthy?He'swalking



onhistwofeetright?

Me:YouknowEndayourhusbandisnotaSaint

either,Heorchestratedmyaccidentandset

someoneup

Enda:What?

Me:Maybebeforeyoujudgejustrememberthe

indexfingeryoupointingatsomeone,thethumbis

pointingbackatyou

Shewasspeechless..

Me:Youdon'tseemebitchingaboutitthough,and

theonlywayVukaniandQhumacanfindcommon

groundisifwedo.So,please!



Enda:Comein

Me:Thankyou!

FUTHI

Wewereintheshowers,Doshiawasdrowningsome

girlinthetoilet..Ihadjustfinishedbathing,Iwasin

mytowel..

Goyawalkedinwithtwoofhergirls..Shelooked

aroundandthenwenttothestalls.

Sheopenedthem untilshegottotheonewhere

Doshiawasdrowningthegirl..

Goya:Whatareyoudoing?



Doshiawalkedoutwiththegirl,thegirlwassoaking

wet..

Goya:Whatareyoudoingwithoneofmygirls?

Isawsomematesnearingthem..

Doshia:Sheowesme!R3000intotal

Goya:Youbackondrugs?

Girl:Goyaplease..It'sadebtsincefrom lastmonth

Goyalookedather..

Girl:I'm nolongerdoingdrugs



Doshia:Soareyoupayingforher?

Goya:No..Dowithherwhatyouwant

Doshia:Sinothetowel

Girl:Goyaplease..IswearI'm nolongerdoingdrugs!!

Goyaturnedandoureyesmet...

Shesignaledtohergirlsandtheywalkedoutofthe

showers..

Thegirlwasbeingstrangledtodeath..

IRENE



Enda:Somethingtodrink?

Me:Nothankyou

Shesatdown...

Me:Ifwedon'tfindcommonground,theywon't.If

theydon'twewillendupgettinghurttoo

Enda:Iknow..Thisismessedup

Me:Iftheycanseeusstillrockingtogethermaybe

they'llrealizehowimportantourfriendshipisand

startactingright

Enda:Yaa..Maybe,we'llhavetotry

FUTHI



Idressedupinthecell,Itriedtoignorewhat

happenedintheshowersbutIcouldn't..

AfterdressingupIwenttoGoya'scell..

Goya:Thisisnotarestroom

Me:Youhadmoneytosaveher,whydidn'tyou?

Goya:Leaveus

Hergirlsleftus..

Me:Yousavedme,whydidn'tyousavehertoo?

Goya:Iam notasaviourNtombifuthiTshabalala



Me:Youknowmyname?

Goya:YoufedyourSonmushrooms,whichhewas

allergictooinhopesofgettingyourexbackwhois

currentlyfuckinganothergirl

Me:Howdidyou?..Howdoyouknow?

Goya:It'smybusinesstoknow,nowpleaseleave..

Wenotfriends

VUKANI

Me:Letmegetthis..It'sGuzik

Iwalkedout..



Me:Guzik

Guzik:Ineedafavour

Me:Yeah?

Guzik:CanyougotothefemalePrisonanddeliver

someparceltomyDaughter?

Me:Whatparcel?

Guzik:Nothingmuchjustfemalethings..Tampons

shesellstampons

Isighed..

Guzik:IusuallydoitmyselfbutunfortunatelyIhave

ameetingtoday



Me:Fine

Guzik:Plessiswillgiveyou,hernameisGoya

Me:Cool..I'lldoit

Guzik:Thankyou

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

IdrovedowntoPta,tothefemaleprisontodeliver

theTampons..

Iwaitedinthevisitingareaforhertobebrought.

OneoftheguardswalkedheruptowereIwas

sitting..

Sheseemslikeasweetgirl,definitelynotthePrison

type..

Guard:10min

Goya:Thatwon'tbenecessary



TheGuardsteppedback..

Me:Hi..I'm V-

Goya:Vukani..MyDadtoldmeyouwouldbringme

myparcelwhenIcalledhim..Doyouhaveit?

Me:Yes

Igaveherthebackpack..

Me:YourunthePrisondon'tyou?

Shelookedatme..

Me:Whenyoubringaninmatesomething,youget

searchedthoroughlybutIdidn'ttheyletmethrough



Ileanedover..

Me:Thoselittleboxesinsidethebackpack,those

aren'ttampons.Thosearedrugs

Shesmiledalittle..

Goya:ThankyoufortheTampons

Shegotupandwalkedaway,Ilaughedshakingmy

head..

Me:Fuckit!

QHUMA



Enda:DidyouorchastrateIrene'saccident?

Me:Whatexactlyareyouaskingme?

Enda:Didyou?

Me:No

Enda:WhywouldIrenelieonyou?She'snotthattype

Me:SoyoubelieveIreneoverMe?Yourown

Husband?PlusIthoughtyousaidIreneisnolonger

yourfriend

Enda:Wetalked

Me:Herhusbandalmostgotmekilled!Youhaveno

businessassociatingwithIrene



Enda:Ireneismybestfriend

Me:Ireneisnothingtoyouanymore!VukaniandIwe

areatwar,thisisnotafuckenJokeEnda!Youcan't

beassociatingwithmyenemiesanymoredoyou

understand?

Shenodded..

Enda:Iunderstand

Me:Good!

FUTHI

Theinmatesweregonetomaketheircalls.Ididn't

go,Ihavenoonetocall..EversinceIgothere,I



haven'tmadeanycalls..

Goya'sgirlswalkedin..

Girl1:EyyGoyawantstotalktoyou

Me:Why?

Girl1:Now!

Iclosedmybookandthenwalkedout,Wewentto

theircell..

Goyawassittingonherbunkerpeelinganapple.

Howdoessheevenkeepapocketknife?

Istoodbeforeher..



Me:Goya

Goya:3kisnothingtome,Iwould'vesavedher.My

Parentsarerich

Me:Uhm okay,Goodforyou

Shelookedatme,andthenwentbacktopeelingoff

herapple..

Goya:ThegirlthatDoshiadrownedandkilled,she's

mygirlfriend

Me:Mydeepestcondolences

Goya:IfIcanfuckupsomeoneIlove,Imaginewhat

I'ddotosomeonethatIdon'tlove



Me:Whyareyoutellingmethis?

Goya:Whyam Itellingyouthis?

Shechuckled..

Goya:Doyouknowwhata"QuidProQuo"is?

Me:No

Goya:Afavourdoneforthereturnofsomething,I

savedyourassfrom Doshianowyouowemeone

Me:Waitwhat?..Ithoughtyouwerejusthelpingme

out



Goya:Justhelpingyouout?

Shelaughedtogetherwiththegirls..

Goya:ThisisaPrison,noonedoesanythingforyou

withoutwantingsomethinginreturn.It'snota

charityorganization.Evensomethingassimpleasa

pad,cigarette,yougoingtoreturnthefavour

Me:Whatcouldyoupossiblywantfrom Me?Ihave

nothing..Iam nothinghere

Shelookedatme,asiflikeshewasundressingme

withhereyeswhilstbitingherlowerlip.Ifixedmy

overallshirtandforcedittobuttontohidemy

cleavage..

Me:LookGoyaI'm notgoingtohavesexwithyou,

I'm straightandI..Ijustcan't



Goya:Iwouldn'tcashinmyfavourforsomethingI

canget.IfIwantedtohavesexwithyou,I'dhavesex

withyouwhetheryouwanttooornot

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Goya:YougonnafuckupDoshia

Me:Huh?

Goya:Intheearlyhoursofthemorning,theygoingto

takeusoutwhenit'sverycold.Stripusnakedandlet

usstandinthecolduntilthemurdererisfound,The

Governorispissedtwodeathsinonemonth?That

doesn'treflectgoodonherresume

Me:Istilldon'tunderstand



Goya:YouaregoingtotellthatDoshiaistheone

whodidit,youwerethereafterallwhenitwent

down

Me:No..Ican'tdothat..

Goya:Youcandoit,andyouwill

Me:Whycan'tyoudoit?

Goya:DoIlooklikeasnitch?

Me:Imightaswelljusthandmyselfonasilver

plattertoDoshia,she'sgoingtokillme

Goya:Youwillbemovedtothiscellforprotection,

andmaybejustmaybeIcanhelpyouwithyourtrial



Me:Mytrial?

Goya:Youlookingat25yearsmaxwithnoParole,I

can'tgetyouoffcompletelybutIcanatleastgetyou

5yearswiththepossibilityofaParolewhenyou've

served3years

Me:Istillhaveadrugcharge

Goya:Ifthere'snoevidenceofyoufoundwithdrugs

thenthere'snodrugcharge

Me:WhydoyouwannafuckupDoshia?

Goya:Iwannaselldrugs,ifshe'sfuckedthenher

privilegesgodownthedrainincludingherdrug

business



Me:IfIdon'tdoit?

Shestretchedherhandout,oneofthegirlstookthe

apple.

Shegotupandmadeherwaytome.Igotscared..

Sheunbuttonedmyshirtallthewaydown,andtook

itoff..ShekissedmycleavageandIclosedmyeyes

trembling..Shethenlookedatme..

Goya:Youwilldoit

Shewalkedbacktoherbunker..

Goya:I'm keepingtheshirt



Girl2:Let'sgo

VUKANI

Iwasdrivingbackhome,IcalledGuzik..

Guzik:Vuks

Me:Delivered

Guzik:Thankyou..Howisshe?

Me:Sheseemsgood

IstoppedattheRobots..

Me:Sheseemslikeasweetgirl,whatissheinfor?



Guzik:Shewasinchargeofmydrugbusinessand

shegotfucked

Me:Damn!

Outoftheblue,thisothercarcomingfrom theright

sideoftheintersection.Camestraightatmeandhit

mineontheside..

Guzik:Vukani???

.

Tobecontinued
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FUTHI

Iwasnervousabouttonight,butifGoyaisright.

ThenImightbeoutofthishellholesoonerthanI

thought.IknowtrustingpeopleissomethingI

shouldn'tdo,butGoyalookslikesomeonewho

standsbyherword..

Doshiadranksomepills..

Me:Whataretheyfor?

Doshia:Testosterone,theyforbiddedmetotakethe

injectionswhenIgotlockedup



Nowondershelookslikeaman..

Me:Willtheybeeffective?

Doshia:Howisthatanyofyourbusiness?Howismy

businessyourbusiness?

Me:Sorry

TheGuardcame..

Guard:Lineup!!Dinnertime!

VUKANI

Iwasluckytogetawaywithonlyaminorinjury.I



wasstrappedthathelpedmealot.

Samearm thatwasshot,it'sthesamearm that

sustainedtheinjury.Ifthiskeepson,I'lldefinitely

loseanArm..

Nurse:Herewego

Me:Thankyou

Nurse:Atleastyourfaceisnotinjured,thatwould've

beenbad

She'sbeenflirtingwithmeeversince..

Nurse:Doyoufeelanysensationonyourarm?

Me:UnfortunatelyNo



Nurse:Nervedamage

Me:Youthink?

Nurse:Couldbepossible,buttheDrwillcheck

Me:Ihopenot,it'smydominantarm

Bonewalkedin.Ihadcalledhim atthehospital..

Bone:Mbhem

Me:Mbhem

Hecaughthisbreath..



Bone:Shitdogyoualmostgavemeaheartattack

Nurse:Isthereanotherhandsomedarkskinned

friendgonnawalkin?

Ichuckled..

Me:No

Nurse:I'llgiveyousomespace

Bone:Whathappened?

Me:Ihavenoidea,allIknowisthatacarcamefrom

nowhereandhitme..IthinkQhumagotsomeoneto

tryandkillme

Bone:No..It'snothim



Me:Whoelsecanitbe?

Bone:Qhuma'senergyislowvibrationthat'swhat

I'm getting,he'stoomuchselfabsorbedrightnow

depressedaboutbeingonthechair.Hehasn't

thoughtaboutrevengeyet

Me:Thenwhoisbehindit?

Bone:IthinkIknow..LookI'llseeyoulater,arethey

admittingyou?

Me:Idon'twannabeadmitted

Bone:I'llseeyoulater

IRENE



Me:I'm takingthetrashoutthenI'llgotobed

Zuxie:OkaySisigoodnight

Me:GoodnightMa

Itooktheplasticfrom thetrashcan...

Zuxie:I'lllockbehindyou

Igotoutandhelocked..

Itiedtheplasticandwenttothebacktothrowitin

thebin..

Iopenedandthrewitin,whenIclosed.Someone



grabbedmefrom theback,coveringmymouthand

nosewithawetcloth..

Voice:Shhhh..Yes..That'sit..Shhhh

FUTHI

IateandkeptonlookingatGoya..

Icouldn'ttakeitanymore,Igotuptookmytrayand

wenttositathertable..

Girl1:Wtf?

Me:Ican'tdothis,Ican'tdoit!

Shelookedatme..



Me:Doshiaisgoingtokillme,haveyouseenher?

Shelooksscary..She'sbuiltlikeaMan,she'sgoing

tochopmeintopieceswithherteeth

Goya:Howisthatmyproblem?

Me:CanIpayyoubackinanotherway?Exceptfor

SexandfuckingupDoshia

Goya:Ifyoudon'tdoit,you'llhave99problemsand

allofthem aregoingtobeme!I'llmakeDoshialook

likeanAngel

Me:Idon'twannainheritbeefthatisnotmine

Goya:Youdidwhenyouliedonme!



BONE

IwenttomeetupwithTsonga,hewasatthebottle

store..

Me:Stopwiththecrap

Tsonga:What?

Me:You'vefuckedVukanibefore,growsome

consciencewillyou?Vukaniisyourfriend!Was,

WherethefuckdoyouknowQhumafrom?Forhow

longhaveyouknownhim?

IfhecanfuckuphisownbusinessPartnerwhat

aboutyou?

Tsonga:I'veactuallybeenthinkingaboutit,Thishas

gottenoutofhand



Me:Vukaniwashittoday

Tsonga:Ishealright?

Me:He'sfine,Qhumaiscurrentlyawheelchair

potatonowwhoinhisteam wouldwantVukanidead?

Tsonga:Fuckit

Me:Who?

Tsonga:Boyzini..Hedidn'ttakethebetrayalverywell

VUKANI

ItriedcallingIrenebutshewasn'tpickingup.



TheNursecameback..

Nurse:Areyouokay?

Me:Yes..Thankyou,hereisyourphone

Nurse:GladIcouldhelp

Me:WhenistheDrgoingtoseemeagain?

Nurse:Inafewminutes

Me:Okay..I'llwait

FUTHI



Iwasbackatmytable..

Sino:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine

Sino:Youseem shakenaboutsomethingandyou

keeponstealingglancesatDoshia.Thoughtyou

werestraight

Me:OhhNodon'tbeworried,I'm notgoingtotake

her

Sino:I'm notworried

Me:I'm juststressed,howam Igoingtopayher

backforherdrugs



Sino:I'm sureyou'llfiguresomethingout

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Ittookawhileatthehospital,theywantedtoadmit

mebutIrefused.Ifeltnopain,Ihadnootherinjuries

otherthanmyarm thatwasbadlyhurt.Ihadona

poucharm sling,alotofpainkillersandBone

fetchedmeintheearlyAMs..Hedrovemehome..

Me:Youdon'thavetowalkmealltheway

Bone:Ihavetoo

Thegatewasn'tlocked,itwaswideopen.Thatwas

weird..



Wemadeourwaytomyroom.Itouchedthesecurity

door,itwasn'tlockedeither.Norwasthedoor.I

walkedin,lightsonandIrenewasn'tintheroom but

herphonewasonthebed..

Me:Somethingisnotright,Gateunlocked,room

unlocked

Bone:Maybeshe'sinthehouse

Me:Irenewouldn'tleaveherphone..Let'scheck

inside

FUTHI

Wewereoutintheopen,coldnightandwewere

onlyinourvestsandunderwears.Noshoes,Nothing

else..



Wewereshivering,itwaspass10minsincewe've

beenstandingoutinthecold..

Governor:Twodeathsoffellowinmates

Shewaswalkingaroundus,westoodinlines..

Governor:Twofuckendeathsinmyprison,ina

month!Doyouknowwhatthatmeans?

Weremainedquiet..

Governor:Theboardofdirectorswillwantanswers,

myjobisonthelineandIhave3mouthstofeed.I

losemyjob,IlosemysalaryandIcan'tfeedthe3

mouths



Thiswasgettingretarded..

Governor:Solet'smakeiteasyforeveryonesowe

canallgotoourcellsandbewarm..Whokilledthe

twoinmatesbecauseIknowonlyonePersonis

responsiblethatIknowforsure.I'veranthisPrison

forsolongthatIknowsuchdeathsonlyonePerson

isresponsible

VUKANI

Ma:IrenetookthetrashoutandsaidGoodnight

Me:Thegatewaswideopen,thebedroom unlocked,

herphoneonthebed

Ma:KodwaNkosiyami,wewillnevergetpeace



Bone:Youdidn'thearanything?Screams?

Ma:Lutho(Nothing)

Me:Qhuma

Thando:Qhuma?

Me:QhumahasIrene

Ma:Why?IreneandEndaarefriends,youarefriends

withQhumaitdoesn'tmakesense

Me:I'llbeback

Ma:Vu-



Bone:I'llmakesurehedoesn'tdoanythingstupid

FUTHI

TheGuardsbroughtupthebigbasinfullofwater

andice..

Governor:Iguesswewilldothisthehardway

Theyputitdown..

Governor:Whowillgofirst?Getinthebathforan

hourtops.Freezetodeathhopefullymorefaster

Shewalkedout,thecoldwasmessingusupalready

can'timaginegettinginabathfullofwaterandice..

Shestoodinfrontofsomegirl,thendraggedher..



Governor:Come!!

Sherefusedtostripnaked,theyhitherwiththe

TonfaButtonStickonhertummy..

Bloodyabusers..

VUKANI

Me:Stillkeepyourgunundertheseat?

Bone:Younotgoingtoshoothim right?

Me:No

Itookhisgunandwegotoutofthecarandwentin.



Thegatewaslocked,Icockedthegunagainstmy

bootandshotthepadlocktwice,itfell..Iopenedthe

gateandwalkedin..

Bythetimewewereatthedoor,Endahadopened..

Me:Whereishe?

Enda:Vukaniwhat'shappening?

Ipushedheroutofthewayandwalkedin,Qhuma

wheeledhimselfin..

Me:WhereisIrene?

Qhuma:What?

Me:Wherethefuckismywife?



Qhuma:Ukhulumangani?(Whatareyoutalking

about)

Bone:SomeonetookIrene

Qhuma:I'm inawheelchair,howwillItakeIreneina

wheelchair?

Bone:Probablyoneofyourgoons

Qhuma:Thisisridiculous

Ipointedthegunathim..

Me:Whereisshe?



Qhuma:YoucanpullthetriggerVukaniI'llstillbea

deadManthatdoesn'tknowwhereIreneis

IturnedthegunandpointeditatEnda..

Enda:OhhmyGod

Bone:Vukani

Qhuma:Vukanidon'tdothis

Imoveditalittleandshotthewindowoverher

shoulder,Shescreamed..

Qhuma:Dammit!!Lookifoneofmyboystookher,I'll

handhim toyouonasilverplatterandyoucanpull

thetrigger



Iloweredthegun..

Me:Fine..Youhaveuntilsunrise

Iwalkedout..

FUTHI

Theyputherthere,heldherdownforafewminutes

andthentookherout..

Shewastrembling,Jawsclenchingagainsteach

other..

Governor:Thenextoneisgoinginforanhour

ShewalkedaroundandstoodfacetofacewithGoya.

1hourtops..



Theylookedateachotherforawhileandthenshe

movedalongtomyrow..

Shestoppedrightatme,thisisnodamn

coincidence..

Governor:You..Let'sgo!!

IRENE

Myeyeswereheavytoopen.Ihadadrippingsound

asIfoughttoopenmyeyes..Myvisionwasabit

blurry,Iblinkedafewtimes.

Iwasinaroom,tiedtoachair.Thetapwasdripping

watertothesink..



FUTHI

Theystrippedmenakedandforcedmeinthebasin..

Thewaterwasfreezing..

Isattherefornotmorethanaminute..

Me:ItwasDoshia!!

Me:ItwasDoshia,shekilledbothgirlsbecausethey

owedhermoneyfordrugs

Shelookedatme..

Governor:Takeherout..Takethenallbackexcept

forDoshia

IlookedatGoya..



Shesmiledatmealittle..

.
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FUTHI

IthoughtsnitchingonDoshiawashard,butwhat

followednextwasworse.Thefollowingday,The

inmatestreatedmeshit.Inthecorridorsthey

chanted"Snitch"whenIpassedthrough.Throwing

barofsoapsatme,Toiletpaperrolls,Toothpaste

andwhatnot..Itwashorrible,theywantedapieceof

Meandnotinagoodway..

Iwasintheshowerthatmorningwhen5inmates

camecloser,Iturnedoffthetapandlookedatthem.

Itwasobviouswhatwasgoingtofollow,Icould

defendmyselfononebut5Ican't.Theyallstarted

beatingmedownsenseless,Noonecametomyaid

nomatterhowmuchIscreamed..

Thebeatingwentonandon,untiltheystopped..



Voice:Getout

ItwasGoya'svoice..

Theybeatit..Oneofthegirlshandedheratowel.

Shethrewitatme..

Goya:Getupandtrytosurviveuntil18:00,Oneof

thenightshiftguardswillshiftyoutomycell

Shethenwalkedawaywiththegirls..

QHUMA

Boyziniwalkedin..



IlookedatEnda..

Me:Giveusafewminutessweetheart

Enda:Okay

Shewalkedaway...

Boyzini:Youwantedtoseeme?

Me:IknowTsongaisweak,IknowTsongawouldn't

kidnapIrene.Hestillhassomeattachmentsto

Vukaniforsomereason,TheUmbilicalcordisstill

there

Boyzini:Okay?

Me:Sothatleavesyou



Boyzini:Leavesmeatwhat?

Me:DoyouhaveIrene?

Boyzini:No

Me:DammitBoyzini!Iknowyouwannagetbackat

Vukanibutthisisnotthewaytogo

Boyzini:Idon'thaveIrene.Ihaven'thadtheprivilege

togetbackatVukani,I'm stillwaitingonyou

Me:Ifyouhaveher,EndaisinDanger

Boyzini:Iswear..Idon'thaveher



Ilookedathim..

Me:Whothefuckwoulddothisthen?

Boyzini:ItseemslikeVukanihasmadehimselfquite

anumberofenemiesthen

Me:Itlooksthatway

IRENE

Ihaven'tseenanyonecomeineversinceIwokeup..

Mybladderwasfull,Iwasthirsty.Mythroatwas

scratchyfrom alltheyelling"Pleasehelp"..

IwassopressedthatIfeltthishotsensationarising

from mybladder,mixedwithwithsomeminor



cramps..

ThishastobeQhuma'sdoing..He'srevenging...

VUKANI

IhadtogoseeoneManthatcouldhelp,oneman

thathasthenecessarytools..

Guzik:ThisQhumaisstartingtobeapainintheass

Me:Wecan'tkillhim nowobviously,Ifwedothen

we'llneverfindIrene

Guzik:Howwelldoyouknowhim?

Me:Notthatmuch



Guzik:He'snotthatwellconnected,He'sdefinitely

notholdingherfartoooff

Me:That'strue..Therehastobesomething..You

havePIsright?

Guzik:YesbutIknowonePersonwhoexcellsin

suchsituations

Me:Who?

Guzik:YouhavetogobacktothePrisonandseemy

Daughtershe'llhelpyou

Me:Goyaisbehindbarsshe'sveryrestricted

Guzik:Doyoutrustme?



Me:Itrustyoubutthisismywifeandchildwe

talkingabouthereManbeserious!

Guzik:GoseeGoya,ifyounothappythenwe'llmove

ontosomethingelse

FUTHI

Itriedgettingdressedwithmybodyaching.Sino

walkedin..

Me:Thesebitchesalmostkillme

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Sino?



Sino:OhhI'm sorry,youtalkingtome?

Me:Sino

Sino:OhhI'm sorry..Iam scaredtosaysomething

incaseyousnitch

Me:Don'tbethatPerson

Sino:Yousnitched

Me:Doshiadidkillher

Sino:Itdoesn'tmatter!Youhaven'tlearnedadamn

thinghaveyou?

Me:Ihelpedallofus,IfIdidn'twewould'vedied

from hypothermia



Sino:Youdon'tsnitch..Nomatterwhat!Evenifyou

hadaknifeonyourthroat,youdon'tsnitch!

GOYA(GUZIK'SDAUGHTER)

Ipatherontheshoulder..

Me:Beatit

Sheputthephonedownandleft.Itookit,inserted

mycardandcalledmyFather..

Dad:Goya

Me:Papa



Dad:Cómoestás?(howareyou)

Me:Estoybiengracias(I'm goodthanks)

Dad:Howisitgoing?

Me:Imanagedtogetmydrugbusinessgoing

Dad:That'sgoodnews..Look,necesitotuayuda(I

needyourhelp)

Me:Sí(Yes)

Dad:Vukaniwillbecomingover,heneedsyourhelp..

Nothingyoucan'thandle

Me:Ohw



Dad:Justthekidnappingofhiswifebyadumbass

thugwannabe

Me:Isee

Dad:Canyouhelp?

Me:I'lltry

Dad:That'smygirl

BONE

IwenttoseeTsonga..Toldhim aboutIrene.

Tsonga:Thisisgettingdeepanddangerousnowour



lovedonesareinvol?

Me:Whatdidyouthinkwasgoingtohappenwhen

yousoldoutVukani?Whenyouchosethewrong

side?

Tsonga:Ididn'tthinkthatwasgoingtohappen

Me:Comeon!DidQhumahireyouandBoyzinito

kidnapIrene?

Tsonga:No

Me:Tsonga!!

Tsonga:IswearMbhem,Iwasn'tinvolved!

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

IdrovetothePrisontoseeGoya..Theybroughther

in..

Goya:Dadsaysyourwifegotakidnapped

Me:Yes

Goya:Anysuspects?

Me:Arival

Goya:Howwelldoyouknowabouthisalliancesand

connections?



Me:Notmuch,Idon'tknowmuchabouthim.Heis

notoldinthehood

Goya:Married?

Me:Howisthisgoingtohelpmefindmywife?API

shouldbeoutthereturningandflippingeverystone

tofindIrene

Goya:IcanfindhersoonerthanaPIwould..LookI

knowhowdifficultthisis.Especiallywhenshewas

takenbecauseofyou,obviouslythePersonwho

tookherhastworeasons.Revengeorthere's

somethingtheywant.BetweenthesetwoVuks,

whichonedoyoufallunder?

Me:Revenge



Goya:Thenthat'sfuckedup..It'sfuckedupbecause

shedoesn'thavealotoftime

Me:Whatdowedo?

Goya:Doyouknowhim wellenoughtoknowhis

family?

Me:Hehasanexwife,Kids,andawife

Goya:ThisisgoingtobeagameofRussianRoulette,

ifthegunaimsatyouandgoesoff.Thebulletwill

blowyourbrainsout.Thequestionis,whoisgoing

togetthatbullet?

Me:Stopspeakinginriddlesplease

Goya:Hetookwhatmatterstoyou,nowtakewhat



matterstohim

Me:Hiswife?

Goya:Hisexwifeandkids

Me:He'snotwiththeexwifeanymore

Goya:Wetakehiswife,He'sgoingtorecover.Hewill

getanotherone,shemeansnothingtohim atleast

notasmuchastheonewithkidsdo.Wetakethe

onewithkids,Bingo!!Youtakewhat'smine,Itake

what'syours.Weexchange

Me:Iknowwheretheexwifemightbe,shemightbe

wherehewasresidingbeforerelocatingbutIdon't

evenknowhernamenorhowshelookslike



Goya:Thenyoubetterfindout,becausetheclockis

ticking

Me:IstillthinkthePIsituationmighthelp

Goya:HaveyounotheardawordIsaid?YougetaPI

hefindsherthenwhat?Itstillwon'tstophim butif

youcandotohisfamilywhathe'sdoingtoyours

thenhecanseethatyoucanalsoplaydirty,thatyou

canalsobedangerousandhewon'tlookatyouthe

samewayagain

Thatsoundedlikeaplan...

Shelaidbackonthechair..

Goya:Tellme..Doyoustillhaveanyattachments

whatsoevertoyourbabyMama?



Me:No

Goya:Good

Me:Why?

Goya:Iwishyouallthebestofluckwithfindingyour

wife

Shegotupfrom thechairandwalkedbackin

IRENE

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor..

Ilookedathim..



Me:Please..Ineedtousethetoilet

Hetookafewstepstowardsme,Ilookedathim in

detail.Couldn'tbelieveit,itwasBoyzini.Iknowhim,

heusedtohangoutwithVukaniandQhuma..

Me:DidQhumaputyouuptothis?

Boyzini:Iputmyselfuptothis

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Boyzini:Yourhusbandisascumbag,healmostgot

mekilled.IfQhuma'sbackupdidn'tcome,Iwould've

beendead!

Me:Whatdoesthathavetodowithme?WasIthere?

Whyaren'tyougoingafterhim?



Heslappedmeacrosstheface..

Boyzini:Iam goingtohurthim,hurthim sobad

Heplacedhisbootagainstmytummyandpressed

hard..

Boyzini:Hurthim toapointwherehewouldwish

thathewasdead

Iclosedmyeyes..

Me:CanIatleasturinateifI'm goingtodie?Idon't

wannadiestinkingofurine

Heremovedhisbootfrom mytummy...



QHUMA

Endabroughtmesomethingtoeat..

Me:Thankyou

Enda:IwasthinkingIshouldgovisitmyfamilyfora

while

Me:I'm sorryaboutwhathappened,Ididn'tmeanfor

ittohappen.Ihavealwaystriedtokeepthebusiness

awayfrom you,toprotectyoubutnoweverythingis

messedup.HelldareIdon'tevenknowhowtofix

this

Enda:Iknewthatyouwereintoshadythings,you've

alwaysfoundawaytonotletitinterveneinour

marriage..Vukanicould'vekilledme!Hewasmad,

hiswifewastaken



Me:AndIhavenothingtodowithitIswear,Iswear

EndaIdidn'thaveIrenetaken

Enda:Idon'tknowwhattobelieve

Me:Whytakeher?BecauseifIdothentheywilltake

youtoowhywouldIdothat?

Enda:Ithinkit'llbebetterifIgohomejustbethere

forawhileuntilthisthingwithIrenesettles

Me:Iunderstand..I'llmakesureyougethomesafe,

Pleasepromisemethatyouwillcomeback

Enda:Ifyoupromisemethatyouwillmakethisgo

away



Me:Ipromise

VUKANI

Iwalkedinattheeatery..

Me:WhereisTsonga?

Theypointedatthekitchen,Imademywaytothe

kitchen..Hewasbythestovebusydeepfrying

something..

Tsonga:Vuks

Withmyotherhand,Igrabbedhim atthebackofhis

neckandloweredhisheadtotheboilingoil...

Tsonga:Mbhem wenzani?(Whatareyoudoing)



Me:ListenhereandlistenverycarefullybecauseI'm

onlygoingtoaskonce!WhereisQhuma'swifeand

kidssituated?

Oneofhishelperswalkedin..

Her:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:BecoolorIlowerhim downfurther,ifyoucall

theCops.It'lltakeforeverforthem togethere,by

thenI'llbegoneandhe'llbedeadsoplayitcool.As

soonashetellsme,he'lllive..Doyouunderstand?

Shenodded,Icouldseethatshewasscared..

Me:TsongawherecanIfindthem?



Iloweredhim furtherdown..

Tsonga:Okay..Okay..Okay..

Iletgoofhim...

IRENE

Hebroughtmeabucket,Thensatonthechair

holdingagun..

Me:Canyoupleaseturnaway?

Boyzini:Eitheryoupeeoryousitbackdown

Iloweredmypantsdown,andthensatonthebucket

topee.ItooktherolloftoiletpaperasIurinated..



Boyzini:Whatasplash!

Iwasrelievedtohaveurinatedbutmybladder

remainedhotandpainful..

Boyzini:I'llgetyousomethingtoeat

Hegotupandwalkedout,lockingtheroom..

VUKANI

Hesentmeapictureoftheexwifeandthekids..

Tsonga:Firstborninschool

Me:Theseoneswilldofornow



Tsonga:I'm comingwith

Me:Whatdoyouthinkthisis?Agame?Youcan't

keeponswitchingbetweencrews.Onemomentyou

arewithQhuma,nextmomentyouarewithme.It's

nothowitworks

Tsonga:ThisistheonlywayIcanmakeitrightwith

you.Now,Iknowwheretheyare.Icantakeyouthere

directly

Ilookedathim..

Tsonga:Please

IRENE



Istoodbehindthedoorwiththebucket,hewalksin

I'm goingtohithim withitandmakearunforit..

Thekeyunlocked,Istoodtherescared..

Boyzini:Iknowthatyounotstandingbehindthe

doorwiththebucket

Howdidheknow??

Boyzini:Don'tbethatstupid,Iwillshootyoudown

Iputthebucketdownandsankdowntothefloor..

Me:Letmegoplease..Pleaseletmego(crying)

FUTHI



Ifeltaclotharoundmymouth.Theyheldmyhands

down,Iopenedmyeyes.Sinowasholdingthecloth

againstmymouth,theothertwowereholdingme

downonmybunker..

Sino:ThisisforDoshiabitch!

Sheremovedthecloth..

Me:Help!!!

Shetookmypillowandputitovermyface,she

presseddown..

Icouldn'tdoanything,Istruggledtobreath..

Afterawhile,Ifelthergriploosening.Sheremoved



thepillow,itwasjustwhenIwasabouttopassout..

Goya:Stepawayslowly

Theyletmegoandmovedawayfrom me..

Goya:Goodgirls

TheguardshowedupbehindGoya..

Guard:Getyourthings,yougoingtoanothercell

Thatwasarelieve,AtleastIcanbreathnowwithout

anyonetryingtokillme..

VUKANI



Bonejoinedus..

Bone:What'sgoingon?

Me:Wearegoingtoforalittleride,wouldlikeyouto

join

Bone:Wherearewegoing?

Tsonga:TokidnapQhuma'swifeandkids

Bone:What?

Me:OnlywayIcangetbackIrene

Bone:Vukani



Me:Wouldn'tyoudoanythingforyourfamily?Ican't

letIrenedieandmybabyI'velosttoomuchalready

Bone:Finewhenareweleaving?

Me:Rightaway

ZUXIE(VUKANI'SMOTHER)

ThandoandIwenttothepolicestationtoreport

Irenemissing..

Officer:Areyousureshedidn'trunoffwitha

boyfriend?

Me:She'smarried

Officer:I'm sorry..Areyousureshedidn'trunoff



withherside?

Thando:Areyouserious?

Officer:Thesethingshappenshedisappearedwhen?

Lastnight?Manyfamilymemberscomehereto

reporttheirlovedonemissingonlyforthemissing

Persontoshowupfrom aboyfriend..Shecouldbe

cheating

Thando:Icannotbelievethis!

FUTHI

Isettledinonmynewbunker..

Me:Thankyou



Goya:Iowedyouone

Me:Thankyouagain

Goya:Younotoutofthegutteryet,Doshiawillcome

backfrom solitaryconfinementandshewillcome

afteryou

Me:Iknow

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Igotbackintothecarwiththeuniforms..

Me:3Policeuniforms

Bonewasdriving,Igotthefakeuniform from oneof

Guzik'sguys..

Tsonga:Tellme,sincewe'veestablishedthat

Boyzinimightbebehindthis.Wellhe'sbehindthis,

whyarewestillgoingafterQhuma'sfamily?

Me:BecauseBoyzinihasnothingtolose,unlike

Qhuma.IfBoyzinihasIrenewepressurizingQhuma

toputpressureonBoyzinitoreleaseIrene



Bone:Qhumaistheonlyonethatcangetthrough

Boyzini

Tsonga:Makessense

Me:Whyareyouevenhereifyouwon'tbe

contributinganything?

Tsonga:Iam gettingthelootain'tI?More

contributionthanbothofyouarecontributingright

now

QHUMA

Boyziniwantedtoseeme,sohecameandpicked

meup..Wedrovetothisabandonedplace,andto

myshock.HehadIrene..



Ilookedather,Shewasn'tingoodshape..

Me:Let'stalkprivately

Hewheeledmeoutandclosedthedoor..

Me:Whatthehellareyoudoing?

Boyzini:Vukaniisresponsibleforyoubeinginthat

wheelchair,ifyourbackupdidn'tcomewewouldbe

dead!Vukanicannotthinkheismorepowerfulthan

us,we'vebeenrunningthisshitforyearswecan'tbe

schooledbysomejailthug

Me:Doyouknowwhatyoudoing!Doyouknowwhat

youhavedone?



Boyzini:He'sweaknessisIrene

Me:What'syouroutcome?YougotVukanithenwhat?

Boyzini:Wekillher,makeittwicepainful.Losing

anotherchildandawife

Me:Ohwyesbecauseit'sthatsimple

Boyzini:Idon'tseeyoutryinganythingQhumaoram

I?

Me:Boyzinithisisnothowitshouldbedone,such

thingsyouplan.Youdon'tallowemotionstodrag

you

Boyzini:IhaveIrenesowhatnow?



FUTHI

Wewenttoeat..

ItookmytrayandwenttositwithGoyaandher

crew..

Shestoppedeatingandlookedatme..

Goya:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:What?

Goya:Wenotfriends..Youdon'tsitwithme,you

don'tchillwithme.Onlyinthecell

Me:Ohw



Goya:Nowbeatit

Ilookedatmyfood..

Goya:Beatit

Itookmyfoodandwalkedout...

VUKANI

Me:Howdidourlivesgetthiscomplicated?Allthat

wehadtodowastodowasjustdoheists,collect

ourcashandthat'sit

Bone:Messedwiththewrongpeople,inthislineof

work.Youmakealliancesandyoumakeenemies



Tsonga:Let'sjustkillQhumaandBoyziniguysthen

wegobacktowhatweusedtodo

Me:YoubetrayedusTsonga,don'tsithereandact

likewecangobacktohowthingswere

Tsonga:Younevergonnaletthatgo?

Me:Idid5yearswhilstyouwerelivingcomfortably!I

justwannadothis,getIreneback.Continuewithmy

shitwithGuzikandleteverythingelsebe

Tsonga:AslongasQhumaisstillaliveforgetabout

havinganormallife

Bone:WhydoIfeellike,YouwantustokillQhuma

foryourself?Soyoucangetawayscottfree?



Tsonga:That'snotwhatIwassayingdon'ttakeme

likethat

Me:Howshouldwetakeyouexactly?Youthesame

fuckerwhofuckedme5yearsago

Tsonga:I'm abouttobetrayQhuma,doesn'titget

moreloyallikethat?

Me:FuckyouTsonga

FUTHI

Everyonedidn'twannafuckwithMe,SinceI'm a

snitchnooneseesmethewayagain.Notthat

they'veseenmeinanyway..

WewereoutsideandIwassittingalone..



Thisgirlwalkeduptome,Shewassmokinga

cigarette..

Her:Hi

Me:Hey

Her:CanIsit?

Me:Okay

Shesatdown..

Her:I'm sorrythattheytreatingyoulikethis

Me:It'sokay..Ibroughtituponmyself



Her:YoufuckedupandDoshiaiscomingoutofthe

solitarysoon,whatyougoingtodo?

Me:Idon'tknow,mightaswelljustgivemyselfupto

herlikeasteak?

Her:Yawithabitofspices

Webothlaughed..

Me:Futhi

Her:Dora

Me:Niceknowingyou



Her:Niceknowingyoutoo

QHUMA

Me:BoyziniyouknowthatIdon'ttakekindlyto

betrayal

Boyzini:Iknow,thisiswhyI'm doingthis

Me:Youaregoingitthewrongway!It'llbeeasierif

Vukaniwasrollingalonebuthefuckenhasthe

SpanishManwithhim!Youcan'tjustdothings

impulsively

Boyzini:Hecouldhavethemostdangerousmafiain

theworldrightnowandIwouldn'tgiveafuck..AllI

knowisthat,wealmostdied..Youinthewheelchair

andIalmosttookafewbullets,Iwouldn'tbehere

rightnowandifitwasn'tforTsongayoualso



wouldn'tbehererightnow!

Me:Don'tyouthinkIknowthat?Don'tyouthinkI

fuckenknowallofthat?

Boyzini:Sowhatdoyousuggestwedonow?We

gottadosomethingandwhateverwedoI'm not

lettingthatbitchgo!

VUKANI

WedroveinatOrangefarm..

Me:SoTsongawheretoofrom here?

Tsonga:Notfarenough

Bone:Whenarewechanging?



Tsonga:We'llputupsomewhereanddoit,there'san

openfield.I'lldirectyoutoit

Bone:Okay

FUTHI

Wegotbacktothecells..

Goya:Souhm..YouhangingoutwithDoranow?

Ilookedather..

Me:So?whatisittoyou?

Goya:Justaskingandmakingconversation



Me:Thoughtyoudidn'twannafuckswithme

Goya:Wedon'thavetobeenemiesevenindoors

Me:Ofcourse,wecanbeanythingsolongthat

anythingisconvenientforyou

Goya:Iam nottheenemy

Me:Everyoneisanenemyhere

Goya:Ifyousayso

VUKANI

Me:Weneedtohangarounduntilit'sdark,wecan't



justtakethem now

Bone:Wecan'tdriveanywhere,peoplecan't

recognizethecarandthenumberplates

Tsonga:Won'titbesuspiciousjusthangingaround

heretoo?

Me:Wecandrivearound,inandoutofthehoodin

themeantime..Lookingforshorterwaystoescape

Tsonga:Ifithaseveroccurredtoanyofyou,I'dlike

torunitthroughyouthatIam puttingmyassonthe

line

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Listenhereandlistencarefully.Wecamehere,It



wasthe3ofusandwecanleavejustBoneandI

beingtheonlyoneswhowillstillbebreathing

Tsonga:I'm notgoingtoscrewthisup

Me:ForyoursakeIhopeso

IRENE

ForthemerefactthatBoyzinihasn'tkilledme,It

meansheneedsme.Iam notsayinghewon'tkillme

butIneedtocomeupwithaplanortrustor

something..

Me:I..

Helookedatme..



Me:ItakecertainsupplementssinceI'm pregnant,

I'm goingtoneedthem

Boyzini:Like?

Me:Folicacid

Boyzini:Areyougonnadieifyoudon'ttakethem?

Me:Mybabymightdie

Boyzini:Oneproblem solved,automatically

Thatdidn'tsell...

Me:Whatistheplan?Doyouevenhaveaplanor

yougoingtoholdmehereforeternity?



Boyzini:MaybeifyouasknicelyI'llfillyouinPartner

Me:Iam anythingbutyourpartner

Boyzini:Thenforgetabouttheplan

GOYA

Mashastoodnexttome..

Masha:Wordisoutthatyouwantedtoseeme?

Me:Ihaveajobforyou

Masha:I'm listening



Me:Ineedyoutokillsomeone,makeitlooklikean

accident

Masha:6k

Me:Itwillbegiventoyou

.

Tobecontinued
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THEO-DOSHIA

AWEEKLATER

Iwasoutofsolitaryconfinement.AsmuchasI

wantedtotakecareofFuthibutIknowshe'sjusta

pawninthisgame,usedbyGoya.I'vealwaysneeded

areasontotakethatbitchout,thereonlyonebullin

akraal.Wealwaystrytogetridoftheopponent,of

thecompetition..

Everyonewasoutside,whenIlostallmybenefitsI

askedtoatleastbeputinthekitchen.Peopleknow

measbeingimpulsive,Ikillrightawaywithout

thinking.Sometimesit'sgoodwhenyouknownin

thatnature,meaningyoucantryothermeansandno

onewillknownorseeyoucoming..



Me:Hereisyour4k

Thedeliverymantookit,hethengavemethe

poison..

Man:Youdon'thavetoputallofitin,justalittlewill

shattertheintenstineslikemincemeat

Me:Good

Man:Gooddoingbusinesswithyou

Me:Good

Ipickedupthecardboardfullofveggiesandtookit

in.I'm goingtopoisonandkillGoyatodayduringthe

lunchmeal...



QHUMA

Iwatchedthevideo..

Vukanihasgottenmywifeandmy"Lastborn"..

Ilaughed..

That'sthemostbitchparttheydid,becausethelast

bornisnotmine.She'snotmyblood.Hencemywife

andIdivorced,she'sanillegitimatechild.Vukani

doesn'tknowbuthehashelpedmealotbecause

I'vealwayswantedtotakecareofthebitchmyself

butneverhadthegutstodoitbecauseofmyfirst

bornandthesecondborn.Myfirstisinvarsity,

secondboardingschoolsobasicallymykidsare

safe..

Theyhadsentmethevideothroughwhatsapp,in



suchsituations.Goingheadtoheadwiththeenemy,

copsshouldneverbeinvolved..

IcalledBoyzini..

Boyzini:Boss

Me:WeburyingIrene'salivetonight

Boyzini:Bhoza?

Me:Youright..Vukanihastogo..Theonlywayto

breakhim isthroughIrene

Boyzini:I'vebeensaying

Me:Andyouright...Wewillburyherandtakeavideo

andsendtothem evenifit'snotatnight,the



cemeteryhastobequietorshehastobedeadwhen

weburyher

Boyzini:I'llgotothecemetery,bribeforthegrave

hole

Me:Don'tgiveoutfulldetails

Boyzini:Iwon't

VUKANI

IwaswalkingupanddownwaitingforQhumato

respond..

Zuxie:WeallworriedaboutIrene

Ilookedather..



Zuxie:Weallworried

Me:Iknow..Ijustfeelhelpless

Zuxie:I'm moreworriedaboutherGrandmother,ever

sinceshefoundout.Herhealthhasn'tbeenokay.

Highbloodpressureisspiking

Me:I'llbringbackIrenehomeandsafe

Zuxie:She'sinherearlystagesofpregnancyVukani

Me:Iknow..I'llbringherback,Ipromise

THEODOSHIA(DOSHIA)



Me:EyyMarie

Marie:Whatisitnow?

Me:CanIdishupthegravy?

Marie:Ithinkthat'sagoodidea,sinceyouruiningmy

kitchen..You'veburntalmosteverything

Thatwasanoverexaggeration..

Me:That'swhyIwanttodotheeasiest

Marie:Fine!Youonthegravy!

Me:Thankyou



IRENE

Iglanceddown,Iwasbleedingandthecrampswere

onlygettingworse..

Me:Ohhno!!..No..No..

Itwasapparent,Iwashavingamiscarriage..

Boyzinwasstandingthereinfrontofmetakinga

video...

Me:Whatareyoudoing?Youseriouslytakinga

videothroughmymiscarriage?

Boyzini:I'llbedonesoon

Me:Thiscan'tbehappening..Ican'tlosemyfirst



baby(crying)

Boyzini:IfyourHusbandknewwhatwasatstake,he

wouldn'thavefuckedup.Vukanidoesn'tcareabout

you,heknewItookyou..Hehasn'tmadeanyefforts

offindingyou

Ishookmyheadwithtearsstreamingdown..

Me:Vukaniwouldnever..Ifheknewhewould've

longfoundus

Heloweredhiscellphone..

Boyzini:Vukaniinsteadofcomingherehewentand

madethingsworse,kidnappedQhuma'sfamily..You

doneIrene,tonightisyourdyingday.Justsayyour

prayerstowhateverGodorancestorsthathaveto

acceptyoursoul..IfImayaskwhichlastmealdo



youwant?

Icouldn'tsayanything,mytearswerestillrunning

down..

Boyzini:Youobsessedwithchickenstewandallthe

sauces,I'llseeyouthroughwithit

THEODOSHIA(DOSHIA)

Ilookedatthetime..

Marie:Whatareyoudoingstandingthere?Takeyour

gravyandtakeyourstation

Me:YesMam'

Iwentovertothepot,Ilookedateveryone.They



werebusywiththeirown..Ipouredsomeofthe

poisonononepartofthepot,thepartI'm goingto

giveouttoGoya.Icarriedthepotovertomystation

carefullylookingatthatpoisonedpartofthegravy..

VUKANI

Iwatchedthevideothatwassenttomethrough

whatsapp..

"IfyourHusbandknewwhatwasatstake,he

wouldn'thavefuckedup.Vukanidoesn'tcareabout

you,heknewItookyou..Hehasn'tmadeanyefforts

offindingyou"

Irenewasbleeding.Drenchedinsweatandtears,I

don'tknowmuchaboutpregnancybutIknow

bleedingisn'tsupposedtobeapartofit.Especially

thismuchbleeding..



Itookoffmyarm slingandthrewitonthecouch.I

stretchedmyarm,itwasstillpainful..

MyMotherwassleepingbynow,Iwenttomyroom.

ItookmygunandloadeditwithasmuchbulletsasI

canthenIwalkedouttomycar...

GOYA(GUZIK'SDAUGHTER)

Wemovedinlineforourmeal..IlookedatDoshia,

shelookedatme.I'vebeencarefullywatchingher

andhowshedishesup.Whenitcametome,I

noticedshescoopedfrom therightsideofthe

corner..Shepouredthegravyonmyrice,Ilookedat

it..

Doshia:Wantmore?

Me:No..I'm good



Ifakedasmileandmovedon..

VUKANI

IdroveoutstraighttoQhuma'shouse.Ikickedthe

dooropenandwalkedin.Itwasquietinthekitchen,I

walkedinandlookedaround.Verycarefulwithmy

steps,Imovedfrom room toroom andcouldn'tfind

anyone,norseeanyone...

Icheckedthewardrobeseverycornerandhewasn't

around..

Me:Fuck!!!

Iwalkedoutandwenttomycar..



GOYA(GUZIK'SDAUGHTER)

IlookedatDoshiafrom theangle,Ihaveeatenthe

veggiessofarandnotanythingelsethatwastainted

bythegravy..

Doshiakeptonglancingatme..

Futhiwassittingoppositeme..

Idishedthepumpkinonpurpose..

Me:Futhi

Shelookedatme..

Me:Thepumpkinisnotnice,canweswap?



Futhi:Whydidyougetit?

Me:Ilovepumpkinbutthisonedoesn'ttastegood,

andmyfoodisalot

Futhi:FineGoyauyahlupha(youbothersome)

Me:Huh?

Futhi:Nothing

Weswitchedplates..

IlookedatDoshia,it'slikeshehasjustseenaghost..

Ipickedupthepieceofchickenandraiseditupto



herwithaconnivingsmile..

IlookedatFuthi..

Shewasreallygettingthroughthemeal,shefilledup

herspoonwithriceandgravyandkeptoneating..

QHUMA

Iwheeledmyselftothedoor,Iopeneditand

wheeledmyselfout..

AfterBoyzinitoldmehesentthevideotoVukani,I

knewVukani'sfirststopwasgoingtobemyhouse

soIwenttohideintheoutsidetoilet..

Thedooratthekitchenwaswideopen.Iwheeled

myselftothehousehopinghehasleft..
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VUKANI

IknowthatBoyzinihasIrene,butBoyziniisjusta

smallfishinthispond.Qhumaisdefinitelythe

mastermind,GettingBoyzinimightnothelpwith

anythingwhenQhumaisstillalive..Iwentto

Boyzini'splace.Itwaslocked,Iwenttotherooms

outside.Ishotthepadlock,anddroppedittothe

ground.Idroppedthechaintooandopenedthedoor.

Itwasempty,notthathewasgoingtoholdher

here...

FUTHI



Iwasn'tfeelinggood,feltlikemyintestineswere

beingshredded.IwasfeelinglikeshitasItossed

andturned..

Goya:GocalltheGuard

Oneofthegirlsranofftofindaguard...

QHUMA

Ilookedatthetime,Boyziniwalkedout..

Boyzini:I'vegivenherthepainkillers

Me:Wheelmein



Hewheeledmein..

Irenelookedweak,shewasbleedingprofusely..

Me:Weshouldputheroutofhermisery

Boyzini:I'lldoit

Hetookouthisgun..

Me:No..Strangleherwithashoestring

Hetookouttheshoestringfrom hisbootand

walkedovertoher.Hestoodbehindherand

strangledher..

Ilookeddownashercriesfilleduptheroom



THEO-DOSHIA

Futhiwastakentothemedicalroom,Iwalkedoutof

mycellandwentGoya'scell.Ifoldedmyarmsand

lookedather..

Me:Niceplay

Goya:Ifyou,andImeantrythatstuntagain.There's

goingtobehelltopay,doweunderstandeachother?

Me:I'm stillgoingtokillyou

Goya:Doshiayouarenotkillinganyone!It'seasyto

predictyoubecauseyouarearoutine.YouandI,we

aredifferent.Youactoutofanger,Iactrationally.

That'swhyI'llalwaysbeonestepaheadofyou.Now,

acceptdefeatandgoonwithyourlife.I'lldosotoo,



wecanco-exist!

QHUMA

Boyzini:She'sgone

Me:Good..Prepareher.Loadherintothecar

Wherewewere,itwasabitquiet.Peopleweren't

passingmuch..

Me:Butfirst

Boyzini:Yaa?

Me:Getthesaw,Ibroughtitwithwhenyoucameto

fetchme



Boyzini:Okay...Buryingherinthecemeteryseems

extreme,atleastthefamilydeservestohaveher

bodyforclosure

Me:Iunderstand,sowhenit'sdark.We'llthrowher

bodyintheyard.Decapitated

Boyzini:Whoa..Whoa..Whoa...We'vealreadykilled

her,Decapitatingherisextreme

Me:Youstartedthissofinishit

Boyzini:Iwasallforkillingher,butdeca-

Iwheeledmyselftohim..

Me:Decapitatethebitchandwehavetogetoutof



herebeforeVukanifiguresoutwhereweare

Boyzini:Fine!

NTANDOSHEZI

Iknocked..

Voice:Comein

Iopenedthedoorandwalkedin..

Me:GooddayMa

IwasatVukani'shouse..

Zuxie:Goodday



Me:Iam lieutenantShezi

Zuxie:MayIhelpyou?

Me:I'm hereaboutthekidnappingofyourDaughter

inlaw

Zuxie:Why?Thepolicedidn'twannahelpus

Me:Iunderstand,andI'm sorry

Zuxie:Whatdoyouwannaknow?

Me:Howshedisappeared,tellmeeverything

BOYZINI



Hereyeswerecold,therewasnolifeindeedasI

wentindeeperDecapitatingher.De-attachingher

headfrom herbody..

Qhumaissick,Thiswasn'tmeanttohappenthisway.

Thisissupergross,inhumaneandheartless..

Icontinuedcuttingthrough..

FUTHI

Me:Pl..Pleasegivemesomething

TheNurselookedatme..

Sheleanedover..Itwasjustmeandher..



Nurse:YoushowingsignsofaPersonwhohasbeen

poisoned

Me:What?

Nurse:Judgingbythepetechiaeonyourskin,Ican

clearlysayyoubleedinginternally.There'snohope

foryou,you'lljustbewastingourtimeandresources.

SowhatI'm goingtodoismakethiseasierforyou

Me:Idon'tunderstand..Pleasehelpme

Nurse:Iwill..Iwill

ShetookthesyringeandinjecteditinmyIV..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?



Nurse:Helpingyouout,it'llbeoversoondon'tworry..

RestinPeace

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Wewererunningoutoftime,Witheverysecondlost.

Irene'sliferemainsmoreindanger.Ifeelnowshe's

moreindangerbecauseofthebleeding.Ihadcalled

thehospitaltocheckifshewasdroppedoff,she

wasn't..IwaswaitingforthePI,he'sbeentryingto

tracktheexactlocationforhours..

Hefinallycalled..

Me:Gotit?



PI:Yes..I'lltextyounow

Me:Finally

Ihungup.Hetextedmetheaddress,Iknowthis

place..It'sanabandonedhousenotfarfrom my

hood..

IcalledBonetomeetmethereasIwasdriving

there..Ilookedatthetime,itwasnow21:30...

GOYA

Thislineupwasdifferent,wewerejustcalledout.

Outoftheblue..

Governor:Idon'tknowthedarkcloudhangingover



thisprisonbut..

Ilookeddown..

Governor:NtombifuthiTshabalalaisnomore,she

passedonearliertoday

IlookedatDoshia,Shelookedatme..

Governor:Itisbelievedshewaspoisoned,nowmy

questionis.Howwasshetheonlyonewhogot

poisonedandeveryoneelseisfine?Itmakesno

senseatall

Killingherwasn'ttheplan,butIneededafallguyor

woman.Ifitwasn'ther,itwasgoingtobeme..

ZUXIE



Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Iwenttothekitchen..

Me:Whoisit?

Iheardnoanswer..

Me:Whoisit?

Iunlockedthedoorandchecked,butkeptthe

securitydoorlocked.Ichecked,therewasnooneat

thedoorotherthanthisbigrefusebagatmydoor

step..

Iunlockedthesecuritydoorandchecked.Itwastied

up.Iuntieditandlooked,whatIsawwasenoughto



driveapreacherwild..

Irene'sbodywasintherefusebag,herheadatthe

topshowingfirst..

Itookafewstepsbackin..

Me:Thando!!..Thando!!Thando!!

VUKANI

IparkedandwaitedforBone,it'llbesafertogo

insidewithsomeone..

Hepulledup5minlater,andgotoutofthecar

makinghiswaytome..

Bone:Areyousureaboutthisplace?



Me:Yes

Bone:Let'sgoin

Weheldoutourgunsandmadeourwaytothedoor.

Welookedateachother..

Igavehim anod,hegavemeanodtoo..

Ikickedthedooropen,andwewentin.Wesearched

through,andtheplacewasempty.Wewenttoopen

theroom withthecloseddoor.Bloodalmost

everywhere.Onthechair,theropewastaintedtoo.

Onthefloor..

Me:Welate



Bone:Theymighthavemovedher

Me:Amiscarriedbleedingwoman,wherewouldthey

takeher?

Bone:Idon'tknow

Iwentandkickedthechair..

Me:Dammit!!!

ZUXIE

Myasthmawasalreadyactingup.Thandocalledthe

cops,theycamefloodingin.Myhouseandmyyard

wasacircusforlawenforcement,andmedical

Personnel..



Ididn'tknowwhattosay,Ididn'tknowwhattothink.

Whocoulddothis?Whocouldmurderawoman,

anyonelikethat?Ihaveneverseenanythinglikethis

beforeinmylife.Itwasruthless,inhumaneand

disturbing..

LieutenantShezicametome..

Lieutenant:Iknowthisisdifficultbut..Ineedtoask

youafewquestions

Me:It'sokay

Hepulledthechairandsatdown..

BOYZINI

Me:Moreplease



Bartender:AreyousureSir?

Me:Isaidmore

Hepouredmore.Idownedthewhiskeyandclosed

myeyes..

Icouldn'tgetherpictureoutofmyhead.Ihad

washedmyhandsthatIeventhoughttheskinwould

peeloff..

Me:Moreplease

VUKANI

Igotacallfrom Thando..



Me:Sis

Thando:Youhavetocomebackhome

Me:What'swrong?

Thando:Pleasecomehome

Me:I'm onmyway

Shehungup,thatwasweird..

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Ican'texplainthefeelingsthatIfeltrightnow.I

knowIalmostfeltthesamewaywhenMpilopassed,

butthisisworse.Themannerinwhichshediedin,

shatteredmyheartintoamillionpieces.Iwasn't

feelingthepainemotionallyonly,butphysicallytoo.

Asharppainacrossmychest.Mysanitywasleaving

me,theroom movedinslowmotion.Nothingmade

sense,Ilostmyselfandmywilltoliveinthatinstant.

Mywholebodywastremblingfrom thetrauma.I

couldn'tcomprehendanything,abigpartofmewas

lostagain.OnethatI'llneverbeabletogetback..



Bone:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay

Me:Somethingisnotright

Bone:Inwhatway?

Me:QhumaandBoyziniwouldn'tdothisknowing

verywellthatwehavehisfamily

Bone:Youcan'tthinklikethat

Me:Hedoesn'tcareaboutthem

Bone:Vukani

Me:Theonlylogicalexplanationtoanigganot

feelinganythingthatwegothisfamily,isifthechild

isnothis..Wegotthewrongchild!



Igotupfrom thecouch..

Me:Wegotthewrongchild!!

NA-TSHABALALA

IgotaphonecallthatFuthipassedon,from

poisoning.TheynotsureyetwhowasbehinditandI

doubtI'lleverknow.Prisonseemstonotcareabout

inmates..

Iknowwehadourdifferencesbutshe'smy

DaughterattheendofthedayandIwasfeelingthe

pain.Thepainofherlivingherliferecklessly..

Icouldevencontributesuchtowitchcraft,because

there'snoonewhoisclearmindedwhocouldlive

theirlifeinthatmanner..



MySisterPinkywasonherway,luckilyshehada

funeralcoverthatshekeptuptodate.Shedidn'tjust

leavemewithaburdenofburyingher..

VUKANI

IwentstraighttotheEatery..

Therewereafewcustomerssittingandenjoying

theirmeal..

Igotontopofthetable..Ilookedatthem..

Me:Everybodyout!

Theyjustlookedatme..



Iwhistled..

Me:Everyonegetupandfuckoff!!

ObviouslyIwasn'tgettingmypointacross..

Itookoutmygunandshotupwardstwice,that's

whentheystartedscatteringlikeroaches..Running

tothedoor..

Tsongashowedupfrom thekitchen..

Tsonga:Wtf?

Ipointedthegunathim..

Me:Youplayedme



Tsonga:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Ijumpeddownfrom thetableandmademywayto

him..

Me:Thatchildwegot,isnotQhuma'schildisit?

Tsonga:Whatdoyoumean?

Ibashedhim onthefacewiththebackofmygun..

Me:WhereisQhuma'smostpricedpossession?

Tsonga:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Iputthegunonthetableandpunchedhim afew



times..

Me:WhereisQhuma'smostpricedpossession?

Tsonga:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Itookthegunfrom thetableandpointeditathim..

Me:Youhave5seconds

Tsonga:Vukaniyoulosingit

Ishothim onhisleg..

Tsonga:Ahhhhhfuck!!!

Me:Nowyouhave2secondsbeforeIputthenext



oneinyourhead

Tsonga:Fine..Dammitfine!!She'sinuniversity,not

surewhichone

Iloweredthegun..

Me:I'm goingtoneedpicturesofher..Pronto!

ZUXIE

Irene'sGrandmothercame,Ihadcalledher...

Hercriestoredeepinside.Shewasweak,defeated

anddidn'tevenknowwhattosay.

Ifeltbad,weweresupposedtokeepher

Granddaughtersafe.TheonlyPersonclosetoher



heart..

Ididn'tknowwhattosaytoher,whatwordssoothes

suchabrokenheart?There'snoamountofcomfort

thatwillmakethissituationfeelbetter..

IrenewasawonderfulPerson.Kind,Warm hearted

andloved.Whowouldkillsuchanangel?We've

neverhadsuchagruesomecrimeinthehood,ever!

Shewaskidnappedinouryardaplacewhereshe's

meanttobesafe..

VUKANI

Hegavemebackmyphone..

Tsonga:That'sher,that'sherInstagram account



Ilookedathim..

Me:Takecareofthatleg

Imademywayout,andwentbacktomycar.

Igotinandbangedthedoor.Ilaidmyheadonthe

wheelandhititrepeatedly..

Ifoughtbacktears,mythroatwasclosinginonme..

Iwipedmytears..

Me:Fuck!!!!!

BOYZINI



Iwasdrunk..Iwasverydrunk..

Istumbledaroundmakingmywaytomycar.

Igotthereandsearcheddeepformykeysinmy

pocket..

Voice:Boyzini?

Iturnedaround..

Me:Yeah?

Ifeltapunchacrossmyface,Ihitmybackagainst

thecarasIfell...

VUKANI



Myphonerang,itwasGuzik..

Me:Yeah

Guzik:Afterthetextyousentmeabout..Isentout

PlessistogoafterBoyzini.Hefoundhim atthebar

drunk..Hegothim

Me:He'sjustapawn

Guzik:Eitherway,wecleaningupeveryonewhowas

behindIrene'sdeath

Me:Thefamilywegot,Thechild..It'snothis

Guzik:Ithoughtasmuch



Me:ButIfoundhisotherDaughter

Guzik:SendmepicturesandI'llsendsomeonetogo

gether

Me:Cool

QHUMA

IcalledmyDaughterAbo..

Abo:Baba

Me:Listentome,thisisgoingtosoundstrangebut

it'simportant

Abo:What'swrong?



Me:Don'tgotoschool,stayinyourflat.I'llsend

someoneforsurveillance

Abo:Why?

Me:JustdoasIsay

Abo:Ican'tmissclasses

Me:AndIcan'tloseyou!Pleasetrustme

Abo:Dadwhat'sgoingon?

Me:Promiseme!

Abo:Fine..Ipromise



Me:OkayIloveyou

Abo:Iloveyoutoo

VUKANI

IcalledPlessis..

Ples:Vuks

Me:Whereareyougoingtoholdhim?

Ples:Atthewarehouse

Me:I'm onmyway



Ples:Okaycool

TSONGA

Idraggedmyselfacrossthefloorthensatup

straightandbalancedmybackagainstthewall..

Mylegwasbleeding..

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledQhuma..

Qhuma:Talktome

Me:He'sgoingafterAbo

Qhuma:When?



Me:Now

Qhuma:Didyoutellhim?

Me:Trustmeitwasinvoluntary,Ispokeafterabullet

inmyleg

Qhuma:Haveyouheardfrom Boyzini?

Me:Nonotyet

Qhuma:I'llcallhim again,thenI'llhavetosend

someonetoAbo'sflattogoandfetchher

.

Tobecontinued
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ZUXIE

IwasshockedwhenThandotoldmethatFuthidied

inprisontoo..

Idon'tbelieveinbadluck,butitseemslikeVukaniis

beingfollowedbyacloudofdarkness.Maybehe's

fatherwasrightwhenhesuggestedthathe

should'vedoneacleansingwhenhegotoutofjail..

SpeakingabouthisFather,whenIcallintocheckup

onhim attherehabcenter.He'sdoingverywell,and



hewillbeoutsoon..

Me:FirstMpilo,nowhe'swifeandunbornbabydied

thenFuthi..

Who'snext?Him?..

Me:Afterthefuneral,Vukanimustdoacleansing

Thando:Ithoughtyouneverbelievedinthesethings

Me:It'snotaboutbelieving,It'saboutwhat'sright

Thando:True..Iwonderwhereheis

Me:Whereverheis,Ihopehe'snotgettinghimself

intoanytrouble



Thando:Metoo

VUKANI

Iwassittingattheback,Plessiswasdriving.Abo

knewwhatwasgoingonnow..

Abo:Whyareyoudoingthis?I'm justawoman.A

defenselesswoman,youshouldbeashamedof

yourself

Me:Ashamed?Yourfathershouldbeashamedof

himself.YourFatherkilledmyunbornbabyandmy

wife

Abo:What?



Me:Decapitatedher,wegoingtoburymywifewith

herheadstitched

Abo:Thatdoesn'tsoundlikemyFather

Me:Let'scallhim

Icalledhim..

Qhuma:Afterwhathappened,IneverthoughtthatI

wouldgetacallfrom you

Me:Youmeanafteryoukilledmywifeanddaughter?

Qhuma:Itgoestoshowthatevenonawheelchair,I

canstillfuckyouup!

Me:Irenehadnothingtodowiththis



Qhuma:Irene'ssinwasgettingcaughtinafightthat

wasbetweenmeandherhusband

Me:Soyoutellingmethat,Endacanbecaughtinthe

crossfiretoo?

Qhuma:Youwouldn'tgettoEndaevenyoutried!You

wouldn'tgettoanyoneseeinghowyoutookthe

wrongones.Myexwifeandherdaughter,A

daughterthatdoesn'tbelongtome

Me:Verywell,butuhm.Someonewouldliketosay

Hello

Ihadputhim onloudspeaker..

Abo:Dad



Qhumapaused..

Me:Itwasnicetalkingtoyou

Qhuma:Ifyoutouchevenahaironherhe-

Ihungup..IlookedatAbo.Shelookeddisappointed,

hurtandsadallatthesametime..

Abo:Yougoingtokillme?Ididnothing

Me:Mywifedidnothing

Abo:Can'tyoujustaftermyfather?

Me:Thatwouldbeeasy



Abo:Thenyounodifferentfrom him

Me:Ain'tthatabitch?

QHUMA

Ihitthedashboardafewtimestimes..

Me:I'm goingtokillhim!!I'm goingtokillhim..Turn

aroundwegoingbackhome,I'm goingtokillhim!!

GOYA

Governor:Signhere

Me:Howdidyoupullthisoff?



Governor:Doyouwannagetoutnextweek?Yesor

No?

Me:Ofcourse

Governor:I'm surprisedthejudgegrantedyouParole

Goya,he'sonyourdad'spayrollisn'the?

Me:Soareyou?

Governor:Don'tgetcaught,Don'tcomeback.Imight

begonewhenyoucomeback,andthejudgemight

resigntoo

Me:Ihavenointentionsofcomingbackhereagain

Governor:Let'shopesoandstayoutoftrouble



aroundherewhileyouatit

Me:Iwill

BONE

Iopenedthedoor..Thecopswerestandingatmy

doorstep..

Me:MayIhelpyou?

Shezi:LieutenantShezi

Me:MayIhelpyou?

Shezi:I'm heretoaskabouttheshootoutthat

happenedattheEatery



Me:Itconnectstomehow?

Shezi:WherecanIfindVukani?

Me:Idon'tknow

Shezi:Canyoucomedowntothestationfor

questioning?

Me:Areyouarrestingme?

Shezi:No

Me:ThenNo

Iclosedthedooronhim...



VUKANI

Wearrivedatthewarehouse.Wereunitedthem,all

ofthem..

Boyzinihadsnappedoutofthealcohol..

Abo:Ma

Ma:Abo

Plessis:Wheretoofrom here?

Me:Ipullthetrigger

Plessis:Okay



IpointedmygunatAboandshotherinthehead,

executionstyle..

Ma:Nooooo!!!

Boyzini:Motherfucker!!!

Me:Wegoingtodissecther,Sendherfatherher

heartandintestinesasalittlepresentthenburnher

body.Qhumawillnevergetachancetoburyhis

Daughter

Plessis:I'lldissecther..Isitdone?Isitalldone?

Me:No..NowIhavetofindhisbitchwifeEnda

Plessis:Okay



Me:Includetheheadtoointheboxsohecanknow

it'sher,Alsotakeavideosendittohim asyou

dissectherandmakesureitcan'tbetraced

Plessis:Noted

Iwalkeduptothedoor..

Me:OhwyabeforeIforget,BoyziniIhopeyoukissed

yourlittlegirlgoodbye

Boyzini:I'm goingtokillyou!!IsweartoGodI'm

goingtokillyou

Plessis:Shutup!Younotgoingtokillanyone!

QHUMA



WedrovedowntothewarehousethatIknowoff,

whereIgotshot.Itwasempty..

Me:Okayletmethink..Letmethink

Iwalkedoverandplacedmyhandagainstthewall,

asthesharppainsurgedthroughmystomach..

Me:Letmethink..Letmethink!

Lukhele:Vukaninevertoldyouaboutanyother

warehouses?

Me:No..Henevertoldme..Henevertoldme

anything

VUKANI



IgotinmycarandtookIrene'sphone,Iwentdown

tohercontactsandstoppedatEnda..

I'llhavetocallher,holdaconversationofatleast30

secondssothatIcanbeabletotraceherexact

location..

ItextedthePI..

"I'm onmyway,Ineedyourhelp"

Butfirst,IhavetodrivedownandgetBoyzini's

Daughter.She's4yearsoldandliveswithher

Mother..

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

Boyziniwasneverkeenontalkingabouthis

daughtereverynowandthen,butwhenheknew

aboutMpilo.Heopeneduptomeabouthis

Daughter,Ithinkitwashiswayoftryingtoconsole

me.Nowtheinformationhascomeinhandy..

IparkedatthegatewherehisDaughterlives,Isaw

twokidsplayingatthefrontinsidetheyard.OneI

couldpointthatit'shisDaughterbecauseshelooked

youngerthantheotherone..



Igotoutofthecarandmademywaytothem,had

mycapdroppedallthewaydowntomynose.I

carefullyopenedthegateandwalkedin..

Me:Hi

Theystoppedandlookedatme..

Me:Lerato?

Theolderonelookedattheyoungerone,shedoes

looklikethepictureIsawofherfrom Boyzini's

Facebookpictures..

Me:Iam UncleQhumaandyourDadhasaskedme

tocomeandgiveyousomechocolates,theyinthe

car..Shouldwegoandgetthem?



Theoldergirllookedatme..

Me:Whoareyou?

Girl:Luna..Iam hercousin

Me:WhereisyourAuntie?

Girl:She'sbathing

Me:GotellherUncleQhumaisheretodropoff

somegroceries

IlookedatLerato..

Me:Let'sgo



Itookoutabarofchocolatefrom mypocketand

handedittoher,fortrustpurposes.Shetookit,I

openedmyarms..

Me:Let'sgogetmore

Ipickedherupandwewenttothecar,Iplacedher

onthefrontsitthenclosedthedoorandstartedthe

car.Isawhercousincomingbackouttotheyardas

wetookoff..

BONE

Knowinghowcopsare,ThisShezimightbestaking

meout.IfIdriveofftocheckTsonga,Imightland

myselfinhotwaters..

Vukaniisdeadinside,hedoesn'tcarewhathappens

tohim anymore.Allhecaresaboutisgetting



revenge,that'sallhecaresabout.Whetherhemakes

itornotsolongallofthosewhowereaffiliatedwith

Irene'sdeatharegone,thenhehascompletedhis

goal..

Inthisworldeverythingneedsbalance,whatyouput

outcomesbacktoyouallthetime.Vukanidoing

this,hishandsaretaintedwithalotofinnocent

blood.Hisancestorsrightnow,arefarfrom him.The

onlythingmakinghim invincibleiswhatQhumahad

him do,ukuqiniswabutwithoutthesupportofhis

guidestoohisluckwillrunout..

Talkingtohim won'tmakeanydifference,solong

thehurtisstillthere.Solongtheangerisstillthere

hewon'tlistentoanyreasonbecausethat'sadark

combination..

Ithinkhedoesn'tcarewhetherhelivesafterthisor

not,butifhedoeshehasalottoaccounttoo..



Iclosedthecurtain,therewasanunfamiliarcar

parkedontheothersideofthestreet..

QHUMA

Iwheeledmyselftothegate..

TherewasadeliveryMan,Ididn'tunlock..

Me:MayIhelpyou?

Him:Deliveryfrom MrQhuma

Me:From who?

Ihadaminiblanketovermylegswithagunburied



underneath..

Him:Idon'tknow,Someguypaidmetodropthisoff

Me:Whosentyou?IsitVukani?

Him:Idon'tknow

Heplacedtheboxdown..

Him:Idon'tknow

Hewalkedawayandwenttohiscar.Iunlockedthe

gateandgotup.Leavingmygunandblanketonthe

wheelchair..

Islowlywalkedoverandgotthebox,itwasheavy.I

forcedthroughthenwentbacktositdown.Making



sureIdon'tsitonthegun.Ilockedthegateand

wheeledmyselfin..

VUKANI

Iarrivedatthewarehouse,Shewasstilleatingthe

chocolate.Iwalkedin,Plessiswaswashinghis

hands..

Plessis:Deliverydone

Me:Thankyou

Lerato:Daddy

Iputherdownandsherantohim..

Boyzini:OhhmyGod



Me:Howsweet

Boyzinilookedatme..

Boyzini:Vukaniplease..

Me:YoushouldtellyourBabynottoletthekidsplay

outsideatnight,evenaroundtheyard

Boyzini:I'm beggingyou,she'sinnocent.Shedoesn't

knowanything

Me:Irenewasinnocent!!Shedidn'tknownothingbut

thatdidn'tstopyoufrom killingher!

Boyzini:Qhumahe..Qhumaforcedme



Me:Hedidnow?

Boyzini:HesaidifIdidn'tdoit,hewasgoingtokill

myDaughter

Me:Youhadachoice

Boyzini:IfIdidIwouldn'thavedoneit,Iwasjust

tryingtoprotectmyDaughter

Me:Youcould'vecalledme

Boyzini:I'm sorry

Me:Metoo

Iwalkedovertotakethechild..



Boyzini:NoPlease..Please...Please

Ikneltdownandlookedather,sheseemedscared..

Me:LookatDaddy

Sheturnedandlookedatherfather..

Me:SayGoodbye

Shekeptquiet..

Me:SayGoodbyeDaddy

Lerato:GoodbyeDaddy



Itwistedherhead,Snappingherneck..

Boyzini:No!!!!!!!

Ipickedherupandplacedheronhislegs.

Boyzini:Whathaveyoudone?Whathaveyoudone?

QHUMA

Ihadtogothroughalotofbubblewraptofinally

unwrapherhead,heart,andintestines.

Myheartsanktomyknees,Iwalkedbacktothe

wheelchairandsatdown..

Istruggledtobreath..Thiswasnothappening,not

mydaughter.NotmyDaughter!!



Itookthegunwithtearsstreamingdown..

Iplaceditonmyhead..

Thiswasallmessedup..Iam thereasonbehindmy

Daughter'sdeath..

Icriedwithmyhandshaking,Iplacedthegunonmy

thighs..

Me:LordwhathaveIdone?WhathaveIdone?

VUKANI

Iwentandstoodoutside..



Itookoutmyphoneandshewasstillmywallpaper.

Acceptingthatshewasgone,wasdifficult..

Myphonerang,itwasQhuma.Ididn'tpickup.Iletit

ringuntilitstopped,answeringmightbedangerous.

Hecouldbetrackingthecall...

Iputmyphonebackinmypocketandsighed..

Iwasangrymorethananything,Ishould've

protectedhersomehow.Ishould'venever

underminedmyenemies..

Iturnedaroundandstartedpunchingthewall,I

punchedituntilIfeltmyhandgettingnumb..

.

Tobecontinued
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VUKANI

IlookedatthePI,henodded..

IcalledEndausingIrene'sphone..

Enda:Hello?

Me:Hi..It'sVukani

Enda:OhhGodVukaniyouscaredmetodeath,Iwas



wonderinghowcomeam Igettingcallsfrom Irene

Me:You'vealreadyheard?

Enda:Qhumatoldme,whowoulddosomethinglike

this?Ithoughtthathoodwasthesafest

Hedidn'ttellherthetruth..Thatworksinmyfavour..

Me:Iknow..I'm gratefulforthefriendsIhave,

QhumaishelpingmefindthePeopleresponsible

Enda:Youguyshavemadeup?

Me:Yes..TheguyweweretryingtogetGuzikisthe

oneresponsibleforIrene'sdeath.Hedidn'ttake

kindlytomybetrayal



Enda:Vukani,YouandQhumamuststopwiththese

things..Looknow,innocentpeoplearedying

Me:Iknow..Pleasebecareful,they'vedonethisto

Irenetheywilldothistoyou

Enda:Iknow..I'm trulysorryaboutIrene

Me:Metoo

ThePIraisedhishand..

Me:Goodbye

Enda:Itwasgoodhearingfrom you

Me:Pleasecometothefuneral



Enda:Iwill

Me:Bye

Enda:Bye

Ihungup...

PI:Wegother!

Endaisthelastpiecetothepuzzle...

ZUXIE

IwasgoingtobeatIrene'splaceuntilherfuneral.I

oweherGrandmotherthatmuch..



Gogo:UphiuVukani?Howisheholdingup?

Me:He'stakingithard..Despitetheirproblems,

VukanilovedIrene

Gogo:It'sheartbreaking.Thelovetheybothshared

andonehadtobetakenaway

Me:Iknow..KodwaGodknowswhy

Gogo:That'strue

VUKANI

Irecievedacallagainfrom Qhuma.AtleastIwasn't

atthewarehousesoit'sokayifhetracesthecall..



Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Qhuma:Iwantallthistoend

Me:I'm guessingyougotmypresent

Qhuma:Thisshouldendnow,Youhavemoretolose

thanme.YourMother,YourSister,yourNephew.I

havenothingtoloseanymore.Youtookmyworld

Me:Youstartedallthis

Qhuma:AndI'm endingit,withatruce

Me:WhyshouldIbelieveyou?

Qhuma:Becauseyoulostsomeone,Ididtoo..It

shouldendnow



Me:Nowitends

Qhuma:Nowitends

Me:Nowitends

Ihungup..

Me:Packyourthingsandleavenow

PI:Why?

Me:Youwillgetkilled..Thankyouforyourhelp

ThePIpackedhisthingsandthenwalkedout,Iwent

tomycar..



QHUMA

PI:Wegotthelocation

Me:Let'sgo..That'swherehemightbe

PI:Okaylet'sgo

IcalledEnda,Herphoneranguntilittookmeto

voicemail..

Me:Fuck

Itextedher:

"Youneedtoleaveyourhouse,youindanger.Vukani



iscomingafteryou"

VUKANI

IcalledBoneasIwasdrivingtoEnda'splace

Bone:Mbhem

Me:Iam drivingtogetEnda

Bone:AfterEndait'sdoneright?

Me:AfterEndait'sdone..Ipromise

Bone:Thecopsarealreadypickinguponthetrail,

Youleavingtraces



Me:Iknow..Iwantyoutoknowthatnomatterwhat

happens,I'm gratefulforyourhelp

Bone:IwishIcould'vedonethis5yearsago,

Protectedyoufrom gettingcaught

Me:It'snotyourfault,Youdidn'tknow..Howis

Tsonga?

Bone:Idon'tknow,ThecopsareonmebutI'm sure

thatwhereverheishe'sgone.Thatbleeding,He

won'tsurviveit

Me:Good..AfterEndait'sover,I'llthenturnmyselfin

Bone:Injayehlathi

Me:InjaYehlathitilltheend



QHUMA

Wegottotheplace,Itwasadeadend..

Me:Dammit!!

Iputmyhandovermystomach..

Me:Wetoolate

Lukhele:Hemust'veknownthatwetrackinghim

Me:WehavetodriveouttoEnda'splace

Lukhele:Let'sgo



ItextedVukani..

"IfyoutouchEnda,I'm goingtomakesurethatyour

Mom andThandodon'tlivetotellthestory"

VUKANI

Ireadhistext..Whathedoesn'tknowmyfamilyis

protected.Guzikmadesureofthat.Heappointeda

femalehitwoman,Aprofessionalonetoactlikea

distantcousinofIrene'sfrom herfather'sside.

Photosphotoshoppedandtheplanonhanduntilall

ofthisover..

Nowtheracehasstarted,WhowillgettoEndafirst..

.
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QHUMA

Ihadtogetoutofthere,Twodeadbodiesandmy

beingtherewon'tclockingood.Iwheeledmyself

outwithmygunandwenttomycar,myclothes

werestainedwithblood.Mindfoggy,IcouldswearI

waslosingmysanity.Thiswholethingismessed

up..

VUKANI

Bone:Almostdone



ItookthebottleofJackDaniel'sanddrankfrom itas

hegotthebulletout.Idroveoutstraighttohisplace..

Bone:Therewego

Me:Thankyou

Bone:Justneedtodressupthewound

Me:Ihopeitdoesn'tgetinfected

Bone:Iwillwashitoffwithanantiseptic

Me:Don'tIneedtobestitchedorsomething?

Bone:Idon'tknow..I'm notreallyaDr,allIknowis



thatwehavetostopthebleeding

Me:We'llsee

Bone:IthoughtIrenewasgoingtobeburiedatyour

house

Me:Wenotofficiallymarried,PlusherGrandmother

askedthatsheshouldbeburiedathome.Same

placewhereherMother'sfuneralservicetookplace.

It'stheleastIcoulddo,knowingI'm thereason

behindherGranddaughter'suntimelydeath

Bone:Ihopeyounotgoingaroundsayingsuchto

everyone

Me:Onlyyou



Bone:Soallaregone?

Me:Yes..PlessiskilledBoyziniatthewarehouse,

Qhuma'sexwifeandtheDaughter.Weletthem go

Bone:Won'tshesnitch?

Me:That'sthewholepoint

Bone:Soyouwannagetcaught?

Me:ThedifferencebetweenQhumaandIisthatI

wannaaccountformysins

Bone:Isee

NTANDOSHEZI



Me:Lookslikehebledtodeath

Detective:Thisisaverysecludedplace,whoeverput

him here..Theydidn'twanthim tosurvive

Me:Somethingdoesn'tmakesensehere

Detective:I'm listening

Me:ThesetwoMen.Theonefoundinaditchwith

hisDaughterandthisonearebothaffiliatedwith

twopeople.QhumaandVukani

Detective:Whatisgoingon?

Me:Ihavetogo



Detective:Wheretoo?

Me:I'llbeback

VUKANI

Bagosmadehiswayin..

Me:Andthestrangerwalksin

Bagos:Injayehlathi

Me:Injayehlathi

Helookedatmyleg,itwasontopofapillow.

Bagos:Stilluptonogoodhuh?



Me:Notatall

Bagos:IheardaboutIrene,I'm sorryMan

Me:Yaa..It'satragedy

Bagos:Whowoulddothisinthishood?

Me:QhumaandBoyzini

Bagos:Qhuma?YourbusinessPartner?Why?

Me:Contractproblems

Bagos:Shit!!I'm suspectinghe'sdeadbynow



Me:No..Idon'twannakillhim yet

Bagos:Wherethefuckdidhecomefrom?

Bone:Iaskmyselfthesamequestioneveryday

ZUXIE

Gogo:Iwannathankyouforyourkindnessinletting

usburymyGranddaughterhere

Me:Iwouldn'thaveitanyotherway

Promisewalkedinwithatrayoffood..

Promise:Iam heretoservedinner



Shewasfollowedbytheneighbour,whohadabasin

andhungthedishwashingclothoverhershoulder..

Wewashedourhandsandshehandedustheplates..

Me:Whatisthis?

Promise:ChickenPapayadish

Gogo:Awhat?

Promise:Iwenttoaculinaryschool,tryit.It's

delicious

Shewalkedout..

Promise:Excuseme



Gogo:Idon'tknowIrene'sPartenalsideofthefamily

thatwellbutthisgirlsomethingisoffabouther,I'll

enquirewhenherotherrelativescometoattendthe

funeral

Me:ChickenPapayadish

QHUMA

WhenIgothome,Iwashedoffthebloodfrom my

hands.ChangedthebloodyclotheswhenIhearda

knockatthedoor..

Iwalkedoutofthebathroom..

Me:Whoisit?



Voice:LieutenantShezi,Pleaseopen

Myheartskippedabeat..Iopened..

Me:Yes?

Shezi:MayIcomein?

Me:Why?

Shezi:Totalktoyou

Me:About?

Shezi:MayIcomein?

Ilethim in...



Me:Whatdoyouwannatalkabout?

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Shezi:IwannahelpyougetbackatVukani

Me:I'm sorry?

Shezi:Iwantthatbastarddeadonceandforall,Jail

isnotgonnawork.Thecasewilltaketimeand

eventuallygocoldthere'snotmuchevidencelinking

him tothemurderseventhoughIknowhe'sbehind

them..Hehastogo

Me:When?

Shezi:Irene'sfuneral..It'llbehislastdayinthis



world

Me:Ohw

Shezi:Areyouin?Anenemyofmyenemyisan

alliance

Me:I'm in

.

Tobecontinued

Bonustofollowlater



SEASONFINALE

117

[SIXBULLETS]

QHUMA

SATURDAYMORNING

Shezi:Bagosdoyouunderstandtheassignment?

Bagos:Afterthefuneral,takeVukanitoasecluded

placebeingmyroom andthenyouwillcomeand

nailhim

Shezi:Perfect..Yourememberverywellwhyyou

doingthisright?



Bagos:Tokeepmyselffrom goingtojail,forthat

heistwepulled5yearsago.BasicallyI'm betraying

mybestfriendtosavemyass

Shezi:Ihaveenoughevidencetoburyyouforyears,

yearsthatwillmakeVukani'ssentencelooklikeone

day.YouarewellestablishedBagos,youowntwo

taxisnow.25yearsdowntheline,You'llbeowning

more

Bagos:Iknow

Me:Whataboutyourfamily?

Bagos:Whatdoyoumean,whataboutmyfamily?

WhatdotheyhavetodowithVukani'sarrest?

Me:Copswillbegoinginandout,that'sgoingto



drawattentiontoyourhouse

Bagos:MyMotherishelpingoutatIrene'shouse,of

whichIhavetogo..Theservicelongstarted

Shezi:Ofcourse..Youcanleave

Wewatchedhim asheleft..

Me:Canwetrusthim?

Shezi:25yearsofjailtime,noonewouldhandle

that..Hedoesn'tknowthatIdon'thavetheevidence

sowegood

Me:Idon'tlikethisatall

Shezi:Arewedoingthis?YesorNo?



Me:Whydoyouwannagetbackathim?What'sinit

foryou?

Shezi:It'spersonal

Me:Unpersonalizeit

Shezi:Itgoesbacktohighschool..Vukanibullied

me

Me:Allofthisforbullying?

Shezi:Trustmeitwasmorethanjustyourtypical

bullying,itgoesdeeper.I'vealwayswantedtoget

backathim andthat'sexactlywhatI'm doing

Me:Shezi



Shezi:I'm bisexualokay?Whenhefoundouthe..I

don'twannagobackthere,mademefeellessofa

man

Me:Iunderstand

VUKANI

Irene'sfuneralservice,wewereforcedtomoveitto

thechurchbuilding.Peoplecameoutinnumbers,

Especiallychurchmembers..

Itwasfull,Ididn'texpectittobethisfull..

IsatnexttoherGrandmotherandmyMother,Iwas

sittinginbetweenthem.MyMotherheldmyhand

throughout.Iwasnumb,Ididn'tfeelanything.Ikept

onglancingatherpictureontheprojector.Shewas



beautiful,hadawarm andattractivesmile.Alifecut

short,Adeaththatcould'vebeenprevented.Ididn't

hearhalfofwhatpeopleweresaying,butI'm sure

theyspokebeautifullyabouther..Ifeltahandonmy

shoulder,Iturned.ItwasDrBone,Igavehim anod

ashesatdown...

ThePastorcarriedthroughwiththepreaching,Ijust

wantedthisdaytobeover.Ican'tkeeponsitting

hereandglancingathercasket..

QHUMA

Icouldn'tattendmyDaughter'sfuneral.Myexwife

didn'twantmethere,Sheblamesme.Iunderstand,I

blamemyselftoo.Thiswasnotsupposedtohappen

likethis..Ithaswenttoofar.Endawillbeburiednext

week,Hercaseisopen.Theinvestigationisstill

going.YouknowthelawinSA,everythingmoves

slow.TheonlywayIcouldavengeherdeathisby

killingVukani...



Shezi:Afterthat,ThewholehighschoolknewIwas

bisexual.Schoolbecameanightmareforme,That's

whyIhadtomoveaway.Iwasdepressed,attempted

suicidealotoftimes.Hatedmyself,feltdisgraced,

feltlikelessofaman

Me:NowIunderstand..That'sheavy,I'm sorryMan

Shezi:It'sokay

Iloadedmygun..

Shezi:6bullets

Me:6bullets

VUKANI



Thepeoplefrom "Ukuthulafuneralhome",walkedin

togethercasket..Asongwassung,thosecloseto

herstartedcrying.

HerGrandmothercouldn'tkeepitalltogether,She

hadtobeheld..

Wewalkedbehindthem,Astheyweretakingherto

thehearse..

Ma:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm good

Wewalkedoutofthechurch..

Ma:Let'sgo,tothesecondfamilycar



Wewalkedthere,Theyopenedthedoorforus.We

gotin..

Ma:Ineverthoughtthisdaywouldcome

Me:Justrelievedsheisbeingburiedwithdignity

Ma:Ithoughtyouweren'tgoingtobeabletopullit

together,whenMpilodied..

Me:Thistimeit'sdifferent

Ma:How?

Me:Ifeeljusticewillbeserved



Ma:Itwill

QHUMA

Shezi:Let'srunthroughtheplanonelasttime

Me:Bagostakeshim tohisroom,Theychillinhis

room.Drink,hetextsme.Ishowup,shoothim and

it'salldone

Shezi:I'llmakeitapointthatyounevergetcaught

Me:IkilledIrene

Shezi:Iknow

Me:I'm justlettingyouknowwhatwouldhappenif

youbetrayme



Shezi:Webothwantthesamethinghere,Iwon't

betrayyou

Me:Ihopeso,Ihopeyounotusingadesperateman

todoyourdirtywork

Shezi:Idon'tblameyoufornottrustingme

Me:Good

VUKANI

Atthecemeterythechurchchoirwasn'trequiredto

sing,Thefuneralhomehadbroughtit'sowntwo

speakersandplayinggospelsongs.Onlypaused

whenthePastorwasspeaking..



Hesaidafewwords,Aprayerandthenhercoffin

waslowereddown...

uJehovaubephile,uSathaneuthathile

Malibongweigamalakhe,kwenzekiNtando

Yakhe

Sezalaphaemhlabeni,singaphethelutho

Ngokunjalo,sizohamba,singaphethelutho

Lalangokuthula,Lalauphumule,Lalaubuthongo

obungunaphakade

Sozesibonane,ekhayaezulwini,ikhayaelingcwele,

ikhayalabangcwelebodwa

Istoodupjustastheyweresingingthesongand

walkedawaywithtearsburningmyeyes..



ShewasbeingburiedatthesamecemeteryasMpilo.

Idecidedtomakeastopathisgrave..

IwassoakingwetwithtearsasIwentdownonmy

kneesdefeated.Icouldn'tsaymuch,AllIcoulddo

wasjustcry.Icried,allthetearsI'vebeenholding

back,streameddownwithoutmyforcingthem..

ZUXIE

WhenVukaniwalkedaway,Iturnedandlookedback

atBone,henoddedandwalkedawaytofindhim..

Pastor:Sicelaumndeniuzothelaumhlabathi(May

thefamilycomeclosetopourthesoil)

IstoodupandheldIrene'sGrandmotheraswe

walkedtopourthesoil..



DRBONE

Bagosfollowedme..

Bagos:Wheredoyouthinkhewent?

Me:Mpilo'sgrave

Bagos:Itseemslikenowwewillbeattending

funeralseveryweekend,Tomorrowit'sTsonga's

funeral

Me:Yaa

Bagos:Vukanikilledhim right?



Istoppedandlookedathim..

Me:Idid

Bagos:What?

Me:HesetupVukani,HeworkedwithQhumatoset

meupforahitandrunIdidn'tdo

Bagos:Thatissounlikeyou

Me:I'ddoitagain,I'dwouldn'thesitatekillinga

backstabberandatraitor!

.

Tobecontinued
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QHUMA

Thewaitwastorture,wespenthoursjustwaiting.It

wasnowintheafternoon,exactly13:00.Thefuneral

wasat11am..

Me:What'stakinghim solong?

Shezi:Patience

Me:Callhim



Shezi:Andblowthecover?He'sprobablywith

Vukani.Vukanishouldn'tknowthatBagosandIare

communicating,he'sgoingtofinishwithhim.Vukani

isdangerouslysmart,heacteddumbbuttrustme.

He'sasociopath,hedidn'tthinktwiceaboutkillinga

child.Boyzini'sDaughterasyousaidthathe

kidnappedhim.Ifamancaneasilytakeaninnocent

lifelikethat,he'sdangerous.Somethingiswrongin

hisheaditwasonlyamatteroftimethatthosetraits

manifested.LookQhumaweonlyhaveonechance

atthis,Ifwedon'tdoitrightwearedead.Youthink

justbecauseVukaniisquietfornowhe'snotplotting

anythingagainstyou?Youtwohavebeenplaying

hopscotchforawhilenowanditallendswithoneof

youinthegrave.Ifyouwannaactimmatureonthis,

bemyguestI'llbeattendingyourfuneral

VUKANI

It'samazingwhatcryingcandoforaPerson.Ithelps



youoffloadwhat'sinsideofyou,itcleansesthesoul..

Wewereback,Peopleateandmywifewasburied

withdignitywithpeoplewholovedher

accompanyinghertoherlastrestingplace.

Herfuneraladvocatedthatindeedshewasa

peacefulPerson,itwasdamnpeaceful..

Bone:WellIrenewaslaidtorestpeacefully

Me:That'strue

Bagos:Whenareyouerectingatombstone?

Me:Soon,Iwantitperfected.Forbothherandour

baby



Bone:Youneedtonamethebabyyouknow?

Me:Iknow..

Bagos:Thoughtofanynames?

Me:Thandolwethu,Thebabyrepresentedourlove

Bagos:Wellgentlemenlet'snotsithereandmourn,

Aftertears.Afuneralisnotafuneralwithoutthat

Me:Thoughtyou'llneversuggest

Bone:Letmeheadhomeandchangeintocasual

wear,I'm notgoodwithsuits

Me:Metoo



Bagos:Thenyouguyswillcometomyroom

Me:IzinjaZehlathi

Bagos:IzinjaZehlathi

Bone:Undergrounddogs

QHUMA

WesatinsilenceuntilShezi'sphonestartedringing..

Shezi:It'shim

Me:Wellanswer!



Shezi:Hello

Heputhim onloudspeaker..

Bagos:I'm headingtomyroom

Shezi:Alone

Bagos:YesVukaniwillfollow

Shezi:Atleast

Bagos:Wehaveaproblem

Me:What?

Bagos:Bonewillbethere



Shezi:Iforgot,theyjoinedatthehip

Me:Good..Twoforthepriceofone

Shezi:KillingBonewasnotpartoftheplan

Me:Nowitis,Ihave6sixbulletsinthisgun

Bagos:Thisisgettingmessy

Shezi:Juststicktotheplan

Bagos:OkayI'lldoso

Hehungup..



Me:Let'sdothis!

VUKANI

Thandocouldn'tattendthefuneralbecauseofbaby

Sma..

Me:Hey

Thando:Hey

Me:He'ssleeping?

Thando:Yeap..Howwasthefuneral?

Me:Itwassadbutbeautifulandpeacefultoo



Thando:Awwblessed

Me:Iloveyou..Youknowthatright?

Thando:Okay..Whereisthatcomingfrom?

Me:Ijustwantyoutoknowthat

Thando:Iloveyoutoo

Me:I'llbeback,goingtohaveafewbeerswiththe

guys

Thando:Okay

BAGOS



Ihaveneverbeeninasituationlikethis,Idon'tknow

whatIgotmyselfintobutIdon'tlikeit..Itookoffthe

suitjacketandunbuttonedmyshirt..

Iclosedmyeyesandtookafewdeepbreaths..

Me:ComeonBagos,youcandothat

BONE

WhenIgothomeIshoweredfirst.Itwasahotday,

WhenIwasdone.IcalledVukani.

Vukani:Mbhem

Me:Howfarareyou?

Vukani:Almostthere



Me:JustneedtodressthenI'llbeonmyway

Vukani:Ipassedbyatthebottlestoretogetafew

beers

Me:CoolI'llbethere

QHUMA

WeparkedafewhousesawaythenwatchedVukani

walkinginholdingwhatseemedtolikebeers.He

didn'tnoticeusbecausewewereusingadifferent

car,Shezi'sfriendborrowedhim..

Shezi:Weneedtobequick,I'llstakeoutBoneand

stallhim asyoucarrythemissionout



Me:Ifyoudarebe-

Shezi:You'llcomeformeIknow,youkilledIreneI

know

Me:Gladweunderstandeachother.I'llstartwith

yourbabyMamaandyourbaby

Shezi:NoneedforthethreatsQhum,webothwant

thesamething

VUKANI

Iknocked..

Bagos:Comein

Iopenedandmademywayin..



Bagos:Andhe'shere

Me:Broughtbeers

Bagos:Letmehaveone

Iplacedthem down.Hetookonedumpieofthe

Coronabeeranddownedit..

Me:Slowdown,there'sstillalot..Ibought24

Bagos:I'm justthirsty

Ipulledthechairandsatdown..

Me:Whataday



Bagos:It'sallovernow

Me:Iguess

Bagos:It'soverright?

Me:It'sover

Qhuma:Notbyalongshot

Hewalkedinpointingthegunatme..

Qhuma:Isn'tthiscosy?

Igotup..



Bagos:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Qhuma:Shutup!!!

Heturnedtome..

Qhuma:UnlikeyouIalwayskeepmyguardup

Bagos:Madodawecantalkthisout

Qhuma:Isaidshutup!!!!

HeturnedtheguntoBoyziniandshothim twice..

Me:Noooooooooooo

Iattemptedtogotohim..



Qhuma:Standback!!

Me:FuckNo!!

Bagosturnedandlookedatme..

Bagos:I'm sorry

Iclosedmyeyes...

Me:Bagosdidn'tdonothing!Howmuchmore

innocentbloodshouldbeshed?Ithoughtitended

withourlovedones

Qhuma:Isavedyouallthetroublesofkillinghim,He

betrayedyou.Youfool!!Heluredyoudownhereto

yourdeath!



Me:Youkillme,it'llneverend.Thoseclosetome

willseekoutjustice

Qhuma:Butyou'llbedead

Heshotmeonce..Theimpactknockedmeback.

Qhuma:ForAbo

Heshotmeagaintwice..

Me:Ahhhh!!!

Iwentdown..Hewalkedcloser..

Qhuma:You'lldiejustlikethedogyouare,thisone



lastbullet.The6thbullet,Thisoneisforme..

GoodbyeNja!!!!!!!!!!!!

Hepointeditrightatmetoshootmeinthehead

whenIheardashot..Qhumadroppedhisgun,Isaw

bloodstreamingdownfrom hisforehead.Hefell

down..

Bone:The6thbulletisforyou,GoodbyeQhuma

Bonemadehiswaytome..

Bone:Hey..Hey..It'sover,it'sallover..Youdidit

Icoughedupblood..

Hekneltnexttome..



Bone:Comeonthere'sonlyonethingtodonow,you

justneedtoleave..Comeon!We'llgetyoutothe

hospital

Icoughedagain..

Bone:Comeon,I'llcarryyou

Isawtearsforminginhiseyes..

Me:Youkn..Youknow..

Bone:Nodon'ttalk..Don'tdothat,don'tsay

goodbye..Uyinjayehlathi,whatcan3bulletsdoto

you?Comeonlet'sgo

Me:I'm staying..IthinkI'm..I'm goingtostay



Bone:ComeonVukani!!

Me:Givemeyourgun

Bone:What?

Me:Thegun

HegavemehisgunandIheldit..

Hegotup,andpulledmeup..

Bone:Comeon

Me:No..It's..It'sover

Bone:It'snotover!!Itcan'tbeover,notlikethis!!



Don'tdothis

Me:Iwannastay..Let'sstay

Bone:Vukani..

Iletgoofhisgun..Itdroppedtothefloor

Me:Let'sstay

Hesankbackdownonthefloorwithme..

Bone:VukaniNooo!!!!

.

Tobecontinued
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SHEZI

ThiswastakingDamonlong,Qhumawasn'twalking

out.Ievenpassedoutfor5secondsandthenwoke

up.All3partieswerenotcomingout,butInoticeda

carparkedatthegate..

Me:Shit!!

Igotoutofthecarandmademywayin..

Thedoorwaswideopen,bloodstreamingout.The

horrorthatwelcomedmewasunexpected.3dead

bodies,Qhuma,Boyzini,Vukani..



BonewassittingthereholdingVukani,Itlookedlike

hehadzonedout..Vukaniseemedtobebleeding

morethantheothertwobodies.Qhumawas

bleedingfrom hishead..Iwalkedoverandcrouched.

Icheckedforvitalsigns,from Vukani.Hewasgone..

Me:Whathappenedhere?

Bonewipedhistears....

Me:Neighboursheardgunshotsandcalledthe

Police

Bone:Therewasashootoutbetweenthe3

Iwalkedouttocallforbackup..



GOYA

Iwalkedintohisoffice..

Me:Pops

Helookedatme..

Dad:Howareyousettlingin?

Me:I'm good

Isatdown,Ilookedathim..

Me:What'swrong?Youseem troubled

Dad:Bonetextedme..Vukaniisdead



Me:Whathappened?

Dad:Ashoutout..Idon'tunderstand,Vukaniknewhe

hadanenemylingeringaroundwhydidheleave

homewithoutagun

Me:Whendeathcomesknocking,Whenit'syour

time..Hewasgonnadieanywaywithorwithouta

gun

Dad:Itookhim asaSonthatIneverhad,Vukaniwas

smart..Thisisnotright

Me:Peoplediethathaveneverdiedbefore

Hechuckled..



Dad:Youandthatretardedstatement

Me:Atleastitmadeyousmile

Dad:I'm gladyouhome..NowthatVukaniisgone,

I'm goingtoneedyouinthebusinessmorethanever

Me:SolongIdon'tgobacktothathellhole

Dad:Youwon't..Ipromise

ZUXIE

BagosMom cametome..

Her:Zuxie



Me:Yes?

Her:Ijustgotacallfrom oneofmyneighbours,

Therewasashootoutatmyhouse

Me:Uhm okay

Her:Vukaniwasinvolvedtoo

Me:MyVukani?

Her:Yes

Tearsstreameddownherface....

Her:Wehavetogoandcheckitout



Me:Thisdoesn'tmakesense,Let'sgo..

DRBONE

Thecopswereherenow,Thiswholemesswasa

fuckencircus..

Iwasnotinagoodheadspaceandthefuckencops

werebusyfloodingmewithquestions..

Shezi:Whathappened?Whatdidyousee?Howdid

theshootouthappen?

Idatedbacktothescenario,whenVukaniaskedme

formygun.Hewastryingtoprotectme,sohis

printscouldbealloverthegunsinceIkilledQhuma..

Me:Idon'tknow..I'm notsure,weweresupposedto



meetupherefordrinks.Afterthefuneral,Iwent

hometoshowerandchangesinceitwasalongday.

WhenIlefthometocomehere,Theywerealldead

Shezi:Soyoudidn'tseewhathappened?

Me:No

Oneoftheothercopscame,withthegunsin

separateevidencebags..

Cop:Thisonewasfoundnexttothevictim thatwas

shotinthehead,thisonenexttotheVukaniguy

Ilookedatmygun,Shezitookthem..

Shezi:TellmesomethingBone,Whydidn'tyoucall

thecops?



Me:Myfirstthoughtwastotryandsavemyfriend,

gethim tothehospital

Shezi:Whydidn'tyou?

Me:Becausehesaidhewantedtostayhere,those

werehislastwords

Shezi:Whatdoesthatmean?

Me:Itmeansheknewhewasn'tgoingtomakeitto

thehospital

Shezi:Isee

GUZIK



Plessisthrewhisglassagainstthewall,Hehad

comeforourafternoonmeeting..

Plessis:Howdidthathappen?Vukanidiedastupid

death..HowdidheallowthisQguytokillhim?After

allhe'sdonehejusthad1lastassignment..TokillQ

andhedidn'tunderstandtheassignment

Me:Calm down

Plessis:Hewaslikeafriendtome,Don'ttellmeto

calm down!HewasthebestcolleagueIhad!

Me:PlessisIwishthesituationwasdifferent

Plessis:Hediedastupiddeath,Vukanicarriedall

thosedeathsthoroughlywhydidhesuccum tosuch

astupiddeath..Itdoesn'tmakesense,andI'm not

goingtoacceptit



Me:Itiswhatitis,Wemoveon

ZUXIE

Outsideitwasfull,Peoplewerestandingthere..We

madeourwayin,beingledbywherethecopswere

situated.Ayellowtapewasputblockingthedoor..

Me:Bandile..Bandile!Whathappened?Whereismy

Son?

Hewalkeduptome..

Me:WhereismySon?

Bone:I..I'm sorry



Me:Nodon'ttellmeyousorry,WhereismySon?

WhereisVukani?

Hefoughtbacktears..

Bone:Therewasashootoutand..Vukanigotshot3

times

Me:No..No..No..

Bone:He'sgone

Me:No..

IheardBagosMother'scryshewasstandingbythe

door..Iwalkeduptoher..

Cop:Youcan'tgoin,It'sacrimescene



Me:Moveoutofmyway,It'smySoninthere

Ipushedhim offandwalkedin..

Isaw3silverpaperscovering3bodies..

Icheckedthem,Qhumawasamongstthem.I

openedthelastonehalfwayItwasVukani.

Me:No...

Ifeltsomeonepullingmeback,ItwasBone.

Me:NotmySon

Bone:I'm sorry



Me:NotmySon!!NotmySon!!!..NotmySon!!

NA-TSHABALALA

Futhi'sfuneralwasn'tthatfull,Mostpeoplewentto

attendIrene'sfuneral..

Pinky:Sisi

Me:Yini?(Whatisit)

Pinky:Ijustoverheardsomething

Me:Ya?

Pinky:TherewasashootoutleKwaKunene,Vukani



wasthereheisdead

Me:Unamanga!(youlying)

Pinky:I'm tellingyou,Idon'tknowifit'struethough

Me:WhoooaGodpleasemakeittrue,Mayibambe

inja!(Letthedogdie)

Pinky:KodwaSisi

Me:Nowwecanrest,Thebastardisgone..I'm

happy

ZUXIE

Bonecamebackwithaglassofwater..



Bone:Here,drinkthis

Ishookmyhead..

Isawthebodybagsbeingtakenout,all3ofthem.

Thepeoplefrom themorguearrivedafterus..They

didn'twastetime

Iclosedmyeyesandtearsstreameddown..

Me:KodwawhyuVukaniayenzaso?(WhyisVukani

doingthis)

Bone:I'm sorry..I'm trulysorry

Me:Why?Why?Godwhy?What'shappeningwithmy

family?(Crying)



Bone:It'sokay..It'sgoingtobeokay

.

Tobecontinued
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DRBONE

[SATURDAY]

DRBONE

Ineverthoughtthisdaywouldcome,Mybest

friend'sfuneral.Itallfeltlikeaterriblenightmare,

Zuxiewashandlingandtakingitharderthananyone

else.Shehadtobeadmitted,Butwasdischarged

yesterdayearlybecauseshewantedtoattendher

Son'sfuneral..Itwasdifficult,andveryunbelievable..

Itonlyclickedtodaythatthiswasreal..



Thewholeentireservice,Ihadtobeexcused.Go

outsidetogetsomebreather.Icouldn'ttakeit,Even

whenIhadtospeakitwastooemotional..

BothfamiliesagreedthatVukaniwouldbeburied

today,Bagostomorrow.Sobothfuneralscanbe

attended..

Whenwegottothecemetery,Iwasrelievedthatthis

wasallover.Iwaskeepingalotinsideforthewhole

week,nowwehavetodealwiththeaftermathof

healing...

Atthecemeteryaswewalkedovertoplacehis

coffinonthegrave.Theywereplayingthesong

"Vukani".Itwashisfavoritesongfrom me,because

herelatedtoitsomuch..

"HeyheyKwahubaNoMageba(zinyanyazami

vukanibo)



Vukanibohoho(hayivukanibo)

Ndincedenihelelehelele(zinyanyazamivukanibo)

Huhuhuhu(hayisebeyandicindezela)

Sekutheni(ndisebenzel'inganezamiezamiingane

bo)

Sekutheni(ndisebenzel'abantwabamiezamiingane

bo)

Sekutheni(ndisebenzel'inganezamizonke)

Sekuthenilapho(sebeyandicindezela)

Vukanibohoho(hayivukanibo)

Ndincedenihelelehelele(zinyanyazamivukanibo)"

Weplaceditdown,weweregoingtoplaythesong

untilitfinishes.Westoodnexttohiscoffin,heads

boweddown.Waitedforthesongtofinish...

GUZIK



WeweredrivingtothecemeterywhereVukaniwas

beinglaidtoresttoday.IwaswithGoyaandwe

werealreadylate.Wesupposedtogettherebefore

theyfinish..

Me:Arewestilllost?Isthistherightcemetery?

Goya:"Vlakfonteincemetery",yeswearehere

Me:Let'sask

Wedroveintothegateandaskedtheguard,hesaid

yesthiswasthecemetery..

Wedrovein..

Me:Ihopewenottoolate



Goya:Metoo

VUKANI

"bathiindlelamawuzoyihambabuzakwabaphambili

Ngobakuyenzekausiyaziaphenduk'impatha

ungaphiki

Minangikhulel'ekasicleverizintoziman'ukwenzeka

Hloniph'omcanenomdalangobaisondoliyajika

Umonaubulal'isizwekantiekasikuchithiigazi"

Icouldhearthesongfrom wherePlessisandIwere

parked,wewereattheCemeteryabitfarfrom my

"Funeral".

Plessis:Heyyougood?



Me:I'm good

Plessis:Iknowthisishard,butyouhadtodoit.Plus

youtheonewhocameupwiththeideaoffaking

yourowndeathtogetoutofthismessandprotect

yourfamily

Me:Iknowjustthat..Myfamilywillhavetolivewith

thepainofmybeingdead,Iwishonedaytheywill

understandIdiditforthem.SolongIwasstill

around,theywerealwaysgoingtobeindanger.The

taxidriversweregoingtoretaliateonbehalfof

QhumaandIcan'tlosemoreofmylovedones

Plessis:Itwasgoingtobeanoendingwar,more

bloodshedbecauseifthetaxidriversretaliatedwe

weregoingtodothesame

Ilookedatthecars,3taxiswereparked.Probably

cametomakesurethatIwasreally



dead,Qhuma'salliances..

SheziParkedabitclosetous.Hegotoutofthecar

andmadehiswaytous...

Shezi:Andthedeadmaniswalking

Ismiled..

Helookedatme..

Shezi:ComehereMan

Weshoulderbumped..

Me:Thankyouforeverything,Iknowyouhadto

sacrificealot.Yourjobintheprocess,Iputyou

throughalotofshitandyoustayedtruetotheplan



despiteeverything.Youplayedyourpartwell,hell

dareatsomepointIthoughtyouwerereallyagainst

me..Manyouhavesomegoodactingskills

Hechuckled..

Shezi:Hadtostayincharactertomakeitbelievable..

I'm sorryaboutIrene

Me:Sorrythatshe'sdeadorthatyoualmostfucked

her?

Helaughed..

Shezi:Comeon..I'm gay,doyouknowhowdifficult

itwasformetoevenkissher

Me:I'm gladbecauseIcouldn'tstomachyouandher,



Ialmostcalledofftheplancompletely

Shezi:Gladyoudidn'torQhumaandthem wouldstill

bewalkingandterrorizingyou

Me:Bagos

Shezi:YouhadatruefriendinBagosandBone,Sad

Bagosdied

Me:WhenIlethim inontheplan,whenhehadto

luremetohisroom thatday.IthoughtQhumawas

onlygoingtoshootme.Evenwiththegunpointedat

him,Bagosdidn'tblastmeout

Shezi:That'swhatwecallatruefriendship

Me:IfBoneshowedupaminutelaterIcould'vedied,



Qhumawasgoingtoshootmeinthehead

Shezi:Wethankfulthathedidn'tshootyouinthe

head

Me:IhopeIdidn'tputyouinsomuchtroubleatwork

Shezi:Don'tsweatit.ImeantityearsagowhenI

saidonedayI'llreturnthefavour.Vukaniwhatyou

didformeinhighschoolwhenitwasfoundedthatI

wasgay,whenIwasbulliedfriendsturnedonme.

Youstoodupforme,Youchilledwithmeduring

lunch.MadesurethatIgotoschooleverydayandI

don'tgetbulliedforwhoIwaseventhoughitdidn't

reflectgoodonyoubefriendingagayguy.You

helpedmealot,Ialmostcommittedsuicidebut

becauseofyouIdidn't.YouhelpedmeandthisI'd

doitagaintohelpyou

Plessis:OkaaaythisisturningintoDaysofourlives,



intheboldandthebeautiful.FeelslikeI'm watching

afuckenchickflickmoviewhat'smissing?Flowers?

Strawberriesandwine?

Shezi:YounothomophobicareyouPlessis?

Plessis:Never..Butdogetaroom youtoo

Shezilaughed..

Shezi:Don'tworryVukaniisverymuchstraightjusta

goodpersonunderneathitall

Guzikpulleduptoo..

Plessis:Finallyourpassportsarehere!

IlookedatShezi..



Me:Pleasetakecareofmyfamily,checkuponthem

incasethetaxidrivers

Shezi:Theynotgoingtowar,Theyheldameeting.

Saidsinceyouare"dead"there'snorevengeto

venturetoo

Me:I'm glad

Guzik:Gentlemen!!

HewalkedovertouswithGoya..

Me:Theresheis,Thestaroftheshow..Thegirlthat

savedmylife

Goya:Please..Itwasnothing



Me:Thebulletproofvestthathadtheartificialblood

inside,thatsmalldrugyouhadgivenmetodrinkso

itcanknockmeouttoadeepsleepforthattime

beingtomakemelooklikeIwasdead

Goya:I'm gladourfakepathologistsgotyouout

therequickerfortheantidote,anymoretimewasted

thedrugwould'veshutdownyourentireimmune

system.Yourvitalorgansweregoingtobeshredded

Me:Eishthatsoundsbad

Guzik:Whendidyougetthetimetoputonthebullet

proofvestandtakethedrug?Iwasworried

Me:WhenIwenthometochangefrom thesuitto

mycasualwear,underneathIworethebulletproof

vestthendrankthedrug.GladQhumawastooangry

tonoticethatIwaswearingone



Guziklaughedandshookhishead..

Guzik:FuckVukani!YouareaPsychopathmyboy,

youfuckenfakedyourdeathperfectlytotheT.

Avengedyourwifeandbaby.Whenyouranme

throughtheplan,Ineverthoughtyouweregoingto

pullitoff.Itseemedimpossible

Me:Timewasoftheessence

Goya:Iwashappytobepartoftheplan

Shezi:Metoo

Guzikhandedmetheenvelope..

Guzik:Yourpassportsandeverything.Yourplaneis



leavingin2hourstime,you'llbedoingconnecting

flightstoGreece

IturnedandlookedatPlessis..

Me:Areyouready?

Plessis:Greeceherewecome!!

Guzik:I'm sadyouboyswon'tbeworkinghereinSA

forme,butatleastIhavemyDaughter.Makeme

proudinGreece

Guzik'sBrotherisaMafiathatresidesinGreece.We

willbeworkingforhim downthere,justthathis

businessistwotimesintensethanthatoneof

Guzik..Iam leavingwithPlessisandI'm never

comingback..



Guzik:Wellthengentlemen,Let'sgototheairport

Me:I'm coming

Everyonewenttotheircars.Ilookedahead,they

werenowleaving.Itookoutmyphoneandcalled

Bone..

Bone:Mbhem

Me:I'm abouttoleave,goingtotheairport

Bone:Soit'shappening

Me:It'shappening..I'm leaving,itwasabeautiful

servicethough

Bone:Youwerearound?



Me:No..Ijustcamehereatthecemetery,turn

around

Heturnedaround,Iwaved..

Bone:Dammit!!

Ichuckled..

Me:SorrythatIcan'tcomecloserbutthankyoufor

everything

Bone:I'm justgladthatIdon'thavetofakecry

anymore,nowIcandoawaywiththeeyedropsand

I'm gladtheplanworked

Me:Youpulleditoffwell..Thankyou,I'm justhurt



wehadtoloseBagosintheprocess.Thatwasnot

partoftheplan

Bone:Yaathatwasn't

Me:Sonextmonthyou'llbecomingdowntovisitme

inGreeceandI'llbesendingyoumoneyeverymonth

formyfamily,Idon'tknowwhatstoryyougoingto

tellthem

Bone:NakanjaniI'llvisitinGreece.Westickingto,

youhadafuneralcoverthat'sgoingtopaythem

moneyeverymonthorsavingsI'llseewhatIcookup

Me:Thankforeverything.Thankyouforplaying

Vukani,Ineededtohearthesong

Plessishooted..



Me:LookIhavetogo

Bone:ContinuebeinginjayehlathieveninGreece

Me:Injayehlathialways

Bone:Yizo

Me:I'llcallyouwhenIgettotheairport

Bone:Cool

Me:Sharp

Ihungupandwenttothecar..

ZUXIE



Iwalkedovertohisgraveandkneltdown.Everyone

elsehadgonetotheircars,theywereleaving.Bone

willdrivemeback,hewaitedformebyhiscar..

Me:VukaniI..SomethinghappenedwhenIwasat

thehospital.Iwasadmittedandonseveral

occasionsIsawyouatnightsittingonthechairin

myward,holdingmyhand.NursessaidIwas

hallucinating,theysaidIwasdrunkofffrom the

medsbutIsawyoueverynightandthat'swhatkept

megoing.Idon'tknowmaybeIwaslosingmymind

butyouwerethereIsawyou,youlookedwell.Alive,I

don'tknow..MaybeIwaslosingmymindforreal

becausehereyouare.Ijustdidn'tknowyouwere

thatbadlyinjuredtobeinyourcoffinwithbandages

aroundyourface.Thecoronersaidit'snormal,the

traumayouenduredyourfaceswelledupandthe

coldnessofthefridge..Ijust..Iwishyouweren't

gone,RestinPeacemySon.Iloveyouandyou'll

alwaysbeinmyheart..



IgotupandwalkedovertoBone.Istoppedhalfway

anddustedmyfeet,Iwasstandingonthepaved

roadwherecarspass.Ididn'tseetheblackcar

coming,ithootedandIsteppedbackalittle.Ilooked

atit,atthebackseatthewindowwashalfopen.I

sawhim..ItwasVukani..Helookedatme

Me:Vukani??

Herolledthewindowup..

Me:Vukani!!

Iranafterthecar,itstartedspeeding..

Bone:Zuxiewhatareyoudoing?



Itrippedandfell..Iwatcheditasitwent..

Bonerantome..

Bone:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Itwashim..Isawhim..ItwasVukani

Hehelpedmeuptomyfeet..

Bone:Itcan'tbe..It'snothim

Me:Isawhim..Itwashim

Bone:TheDrdidsaythatyourmentalstate,the

traumait'lltakeawhileforyoutorecover..Let'sgo



Me:Iswearitwas..ItwasVukani

Bone:Comelet'sgo

Me:He'snotdead..He'snotdead!

VUKANI

SeeingmyMom likethat,ittoremedeepinside.AllI

wanted,wastotellPlessistostopthecarsoIcan

runtoherandhughertight.Tellherit'sokay,tellher

abouttheplan..

Plessis:Youshould'venevervisitedheratthe

hospital

Me:ImadesureIshowedupatnightaftershehad

takenhermedsandsedated,Idon'tthinkshe



noticedIwasthere

Plessis:Shesawyounow

Me:She'llbefine,she'llthinkitwasherbrainplaying

gamesonher..Istillcan'tbelieveGuzikfounda

bodythatlookedlikeme

Plessis:Itwashard,That'swhythefacehadtobe

bandaged

Me:Theyburiedthewrongbody,intheAfrican

cultureit'swrong

Plessis:Itiswhatitis

Me:Turnthevolumeup



Hedid..Iputonmyglassesandhat..

"zinyanyazamivukanibo

Vukanibohoho(hayivukanibo)

Ndincedenihelelehelele(zinyanyazamivukanibo)

Huhuhuhu(hayisebeyandicindezela)

Sekutheni(ndisebenzel'inganezamiezamiingane

bo)

Sekutheni(ndisebenzel'abantwabamiezamiingane

bo)

Sekutheni(ndisebenzel'inganezamizonke)

Sekuthenilapho(sebeyandicindezela)"

.

SongReference:

Vukani



Artist:Dr.Bone

****************THEEND*****************


