


PROLOGUE

Iam inaverycompromisingposition.Myhipsareup

intheairandmychestisonthebedwithmyhands

tiedonthebedpost.Icanfeelhim ineverypartof

me.HegoesindeeperintomeandIletouta

scream ofpleasure.Aroughspankcomesinto

contactwithmybuttcheekandIletoutasqueal.

"Thatswhyyoumyfavouritefuck.",IthinkasMenzi

keepsonhittingitfrom theback.Igetaveryintense

orgasm andheturnsmearound.I'm onmyback

withmybuttbalancedbyacushion.Hisgoingtodrill

intomeandhard.Herubshimselfonmymyvagina

beforeenteringmeslowlyreceivingamoanfrom me.

Inandouthegoes.Leftandrightandhecirculates.

Hispaceslowbutgivingmeslowthrusts.Mymoans

aresoloudrightnowandI'm sweating.Iam grinding

onhim ashethrustsinmeanditsdrivinghim

haywire.IlikeitwhenmenfeelweakbywhatIgive

them.HisshakingandIknowhisabouttocum.His

groansgetlouder.

"Cum formeMenzi.",Iwhisperinhisearfollowedby

amoanandIbitehisear.Helet'soutaloadgroan



andIcum ashethruststhroughourorgasm.Hefalls

ontopofme.

"Menziehlika"(getoff)

Hetakeshim selfoutsmoothlyandImoanalittle.

HeuntiesmeandIstretchmyarmsandmovemy

wristsaround.Mywristsareredfrom metuggingat

theropeandIneedtobuymoreointment.Igetup

from thebedandheadtothebathroom totakea

shower.MenziwalksinlaterandIfindmyself

cravinghim again.Thatsthethingwithme.Idon't

getsatisfiedeasily.Iwantmoreandmoreofwhat

youhavetooffer.Icanseehiswornoutsowetake

ashowerandheleaveslater.Menziisoneofmy

fuckbuddies.I'm notinaseriousrelationship.They

allfailcauseIalwayscheat.Ihaveanaddiction.Its

notdrugsoralcoholbutit'ssomethingbetterthan

that.Somethingwaymoreintoxicating.I'm asex

addict.Ihave3fuckbuddieswhichconsistof

Menzi,ThabaniandZenande.Theydon'tknowofmy

addictionactuallynobodyknows.I'm justa24year

oldPAatKhuzwayoLawAndOrder.I'm anorphan

andIwillsaythejewelbetweenmylegshashelped



meouttogettingwhereIam today.Yes,Isleptmy

wayoutoftheorphanageandsleptmywayto

gettingajobatthislawfirm.I'vebeenMrMayasPA

sinceIwas19.Ilefttheorphanageat18andIwas

supposedtostaytill21butsomethinghappenedin

thereandIhadtoleave.Everybodyknowsmeasthe

COOsPA.Anindependentwomanofintegritywitha

bullterrierdogandnoman.
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UNYEZI

I'm smokingonacigaretteandIhavetobeatwork

by07:30anditsstill05:00.Iam lookingoutthe

hugestglasswindowinmyapartmentandtheview

oftheoceangivesmepeace.Ialreadytooka

showerandjustsittingonthewoodenfloorlooking

atthesea.Theweatherisabitwindytodayandthe

tidesarehigh.Istayinarenttobuyapartmentwith

mydogPlutoinBluff.Itsareallybeautifulapartment

andI'm payinghardcashforthisapartment.Pluto

comesandliesnexttomewithhisheadonmythigh.

"JustyouandmePluto.Justyouandme."

HelooksupatmeandIknowheappreciatesme.

HistheonlyonethatdoesandIlovehim.Its05:48

andIneedtogetdressed.

"ComePluto.Let'shavesomebreakfast."

HecomesrunningaftermeandIfilluphisdishwith

dogfoodandhiswaterbowlhasfreshwater.Ileave

him tohismealandheadtomybedroom.



"Formalpants.Shirt.Blazer.Heels.Ahwhere'smy

coat?"

IgofortheclosetandItakeoutmyblackcoat.My

workplaceisstrictonformalwear,weonlygetto

wearcasualclothingonFridays.IdressupandI

makenoodlesasIwaitforPluto'sNanny.Yes,my

dogisspoiltandhasananny.Plutoislikemybaby

andI'vehadhim forayearandafewmonths.Igot

him afterJupiterdiedandIlovedthatBulldogof

mine.Hewaswaytoooldandhisdeathhithard.I

eatmynoodlesandIbrushmyteethafterbreakfast.

It06:28andhisnannywalksinasIam headingfor

thedoor.

"HeyNana.",IgreetherandNanaishernicknamewe

callherinthecomplex.She'sa18yearoldandthey

strugglingabitsosheisworkingformesoshecan

putenoughmoneyfortertiarynextyear.Herfather

walkedoutonthem ayearagoandluckilytheir

apartmentwasalreadypaidforbutIdohelpwith

theirbillshereandthere.Herbrotherisa

receptionistatmyworkplaceandhisagreatkid.

"HeyUnyezi.",shegreetsandhercoloredaccent



makesmynamesoundweird.Idohaveararename.

ItmeansmoonandIlovethemoon.Theorphanage

ownerMrMkhizesaidmymom hadalreadynamed

mewhenshedroppedmeoff.SoIgoaboutmydays

asUnyeziSosibo.IkeptmysurnameandIhave

nevermetaSosibohereinDurban.Its06:34andI

walkoutandthewindisblowingstrongly.Iinhale

thefreshbreezefrom theocean.Youdeserve

nothingbutthebestUnyeziandwiththatthoughtI

headtowardsmycar.MrMayahasameetingat

08:00till10:00soIneedtogetthebedroom...SorryI

meanboardroom excusemymind.
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I'vebeeninandoutoftheboardroom todaythat

whenlunchcameIdidn'tevengoout.Iordereda

wrapperknownasa'shwarma'inDurban.I'm atmy

stationeatingwhileworkingoutMrMayasschedule

tomorrow.Hissonhasasoccergameat15:30

tomorrowandhehastobethere

"NgekeuphelelweumsebenziUnyezi.Eatandyou'll

continueafterlunch."(youwon'tloseyourjob),the

loudbaritonevoicesaysandIknowitsMrMaya.

IlookupandIwipemyfacewithserviette.MrMaya

isareallydesirableman.Heisabout6ft2withbroad

shouldersandaverymanlychest.Hissexappeal

givesyouanorgasm onitsownplushisdarkskin

andhazelbrowneyesdon'tdojusticetoanyfemale.

"I'm justworkingonyourschedulefortomorrowSir.",

myvoiceprofessionalasever.ThisisatworkandI

lovethisjobsoIdon'ttryanythingonanymale

employer.

"ShouldIorderyouanythingsir?",Isayashebegins



towalktowardshisoffice.

"NothankyouUnyezi.",hesaysandclosesthedoor

behindhim.

Itakeadeepbreath.DammitDarlyMaya!Itakeasip

atmycoldglassoflemonade.Ineedasmoke.Iput

onmyheelsandheadoutside.Smokingisn'tallowed

insidethebuilding.Istandafewmetresawayfrom

theentranceandlightmycamelswitch.Ipopboth

switchesandtakeapuff.I'm juststandingthere

smokingmycigarettesindeepthoughts.

"Inkosazanaenhlekangakaibhemaugwayi?"(Such

abeautifulladysmokescigarettes?),averydeepand

intensevoicesays.IthadthiseffectonmethatI

neededtoputoutthecigaretteandsubmit.Idon't

submittonomale.

IliftmyheadupandI'm metbythisdarkskinned

maninaBrentwoodandaverywhiteshirtasifits

new.Hiscologneismixedwithtobacco.Asmoker

judginganother?Udakiwelo!(thisoneisdrunk!)His

facialfeaturesareverytense.Hisgotaverystrong

jawlineaccompaniedbyaverywellstructurednose.



Hisupperlipisdarkwiththebottom onepurplish.

UponmakingcontactwithhiseyesIseetheocean

andthemoon.

"Areyouamermaid?",Iaskhim.

Helaughs.Wtfbazalwane?WhydidIaskthat?!

"Cahnkosazana.Ngiphilalaemhlabeni."(NoLady.I

liveonearthlygrounds.),heanswers.

Ismilealittleathim andheonlylooksmeinthe

eyes.Igetlostinthem again.Theocean.Waves.

Themoon.Tides.Hisadream.AfictionalcharacterI

readaboutinmybooks.

"Excusemesir.Ihavetogetbacktowork.",Isay

whenIfinallystopswimminginhiseyes.

Iwalkinsidethebuildinghurriedly.
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Inormallyworkfrom homeonweekendunlessMr

Mayaneedsme.Ijustcamebackfrom Pluto's

appointmentandheissleepingatthebackseat.

TheysaidhisbodywasrejectingthebrandIwas

feedinghim.Hehadanallergicreactiontoit.I

normallydon'tcallNanainbutIneedtobuystufffor

Plutoplussheearnsextrabucks.WhenIparkedthe

carshewasalreadywaitingoutsidemyapartment

door.IliftedPlutoupintomyarmsandseeinghim

knockedoutlikethismademeteary.Ishouldn't

havechangedhisbrand.Iwalktowardsthedoorand

Nanahelpsmein.IputPlutoonhissleepingbagin

hisroom.Itookthepacketofdogfoodoutofhis

room.IsaidbyetoNanaandthrewthedogfoodout

onmywaytothecar.Iam gettinghim backonhis

usualbrand.IdrivetoPavilionwhichisquitefar

from whereIstay.I'm listeningtoNowandForever

bydrake.ThatdogisallIgotandIputhislifeatrisk.

Ifoundaparkingspotandcalmedmyselfdown

beforesteppingoutofthecar.Iwasn'tevendressed



tobeherebutIdidn'tgiveafuck.Iworemyblack

sweatpantswithaveryhugehoodiethatbelongedto

Thabaniwithmyairforceandmyafroisamess.I

walktowardsthepetstoreandIbuyhim afewtoys

andhisusualdogfood.Ipushmytrolleyto

Woolworths.Ineedjerseysaswinterisclose.

Durbanreallyisn'tcoldbutI'm scaredofthecold.I

buyafewjerseys,jeansandformalpants.Ialsodon't

forgetsomeundergarments.Icrushsomeone

trolleywithmine.

"Sorryaunty."

Saysadeepvoice.Aunty?Thischildistallerthanme.

"WatchwereyougoingNkosinathi.UphiuLanga?",a

familiarvoiceringsout.

OureyesmeetandIseetheocean.Themoonisstill

therejustthatitshinesbrighterthistimearoundand

thetidesseem veryhigh.Onlyonehumanbeingcan

havemeswimmingintheoceaninhiseyeswhile

standinginthemiddleofastore.

"Wemeetagain.",hesaysbreakingmefrom my

trance.



"Andyou'restillwearingthoseBrentwoodpants.",I

sayjokingly.

TheguyhecalledNkosinathilaughsandhesmiles.I

swearIjustgotanorgasm whilestandingrighthere.

I'veneverseenasmilesoenticingbefore.Ithinkhe

noticedhowIclenchedmylegstogetherandhow

mybreathehadquickened.DammitUnyezi!Geta

grip!Hissmilesgetbiggerandhisdimplesget

deeperandtheoceanbetweenmylegsexpands.

Nkosinathisensingtheatmospherewalksaway.No

manhaseverhadmefeelinglikethis.Noman
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Itsabout00:20andI'vejustfinishedsmoking8

cigarettesandI'm smokinganotherone.Ihada

nightmareactuallymorelikeaflashbackandI've

beenupeversince.Justoneincidentanditchanged

mywholelife.IthappenedwhenIwas17tillIwas

18andIran.Itsoneofmydemonsthatkeep

chasingme.Whereismyweed?Istandupandgo

openupmydrawer.Ihave5jointsleftandItakeone

andIplayPablobyBigstarftZocciCokeDope.

"Idon'ttrustnobody.Feellikeallmyniggas

switchingonme.AllmylifeI'vebeenchasingmoney.

Couldneverleavemylifeinpeace.IfeellikePablo."

Ihaveredlightsoninmyroom andIfeellikeI'm in

hell.Menonlyseewhat'sbetweenyourlegs.They

feelentitledtoourbodies.Theyusetheirstrength

forthewrongreasons.I'dbechargedwithhomicide

beforelettinganothertouchmewithoutmyconsent.

Iruntheshownow.Ichoosewhogetsinbetween

mythighs.Ihavebeeninloveoncebutitdidn'twork



causeIwasneversatisfiedImetZenande.Ilookat

thescaronmyinnerthigh.Unyezidon'tthinkabout

it.Iam lookingatthemoonandIfeelcontent.Ilook

atthescenebeforeme.Glisteningmoon,beautiful

oceanandshiningstars.Langalakhelihle.Ifeellike

I'm lookinginhiseyesrightnow.Igetdisturbedbya

phonecall.Itsabout01:43rightnow.Itsanunknown

number.Itakethecall.

"UnyeziSosibo."

"MaGemaomuhle."(Beautiful)

Irecognisethevoicerightaway.

"Thatwasfast."

Ihearhim chuckleontheotherside.

"I'm aresourcefulman."

"Icanneverdisagree.Couldn'tyouwaittilltomorrow

tocall?"

"Thewickeddoesn'tsleepMaGema.Futhibengifuna

ukuzwaiphimbolakho."(PlusIwantedtohearyour

voice.)

Ismileatthis.



"OkayKhuzwayo."

"Yazingizokuzhada.Ngikujabuliseukhohlweyonke

inhlunguowadlulakuyo."(YouknowI'llmarryyou.I'll

makeyousohappyyousohappyyou'llforget

everythingyou'vebeenthrough.)

Ifeeltearswellup.TypicalZulumanthinksevery

womanneedsmarriagetosavethem.

"Langalakhelihle.Youdon'tevenknowmethatwell.",

myvoiceisfullofemotions.

"Iknowalotmorethanyoucouldimagine."

Idon'tknowhowtoreplytothat.Thereisnowayhe

canknowanythingaboutme.

"MaGema.Ngicelaukukukhipakusasa."(CanItake

yououttomorrow.)

ItwasastatementandIcansensefrom the

authorityinhisvoicethatIcantdecline.

"OkayKhuzwayo."

"Ulalekahleucishelontsangu."(sleepwellandput

outthatjoint.)



BeforeIcanaskhowheknowsthishecutsthecall

andIhearacardrivingoff.Igopeekatthewindow.

Itsablackgolfanditleavesthecomplex.Noway

thatwasLanga.HowwouldheknowwhereIlived?

Dummyhewasabletogetyournumbersinaday.I

closethewindowsandputoutthejointandIfallon

mybed.Myhandhangingonthesideofthebedand

Ifeelthedemonundermybedgraspingit.Ifall

asleepwhilehigh.

WhenIwakePlutoislickingmyface.

"Pluto!Letmesleep!"

Hestartsbarkingandmovingaroundmybed.

"Okayokay!I'm up!I'm up!"

HewagshistailseeingI'm up.Iheadforthe

bathroom withhim onmytail.Ibrushmyteethand

washmyface.

"Whyareyousohappy?"

Iaskhim ashekeepswagginghistalesideways.He

goestotheglasswallandstartsbarkingatit.



"Ah.Youwannatakeawalkwithmamidon'tyou?"

HebarksandIgivenhim waterandfoodfirstand

whilehiseatingIwearmytracksuits.Igotohis

room andItakehisdogleash.

"Comebuddy.Let'sgo."

Iputtheleashonhim andweheadoutthe

apartment.Wegetdownthesmallflightofstairs.I

am metbymydownstairsneighborandwegreet

eachother.I'm notreallyclosetoanyone.Ikeepto

myselfmostlysoIdon'tletanyonein.Isignoutat

thegateandweheadforthebeach.Assoonashis

pawstouchthesoilheisbarkingandspinning

aroundincircles.

"Don'tyoulovethebeach."

Wetakeawalkandplayhereandthere.

"TimetogohomePluto.Comeon."

Iputhim onhisleashagainandweheadbacktothe

complex.Ineedtowashmyhair.Plutopushedme

onthegroundnowmyhadhasseasand.Hedrinks

waterwhenheentersthehouse.Igotakeabath.I



justsoakmyselfandIrememberthatIhaveadate

today.ItsSundayandIhopehisnotgonnatakeme

tochurch.Igrabmyphoneandcallhim.Itrings

once.

"MaGema"

Ihearcommotioninthebackground.

"BabauNkosinathiuyangshaya!"akidshoutsinthe

background.

"MshayenawemanLanga!",heshoutsback.

"HaibonjaloKhuzwayo.Khuzaabantwana."

HemumblesbeforehestartsshoutingatNkosinathi.

Itgrowssilentontheotherside.

"MaGema."

"Unjani?"(Howareyou?)

"Ngirightwenaunjani?"(I'm alrightandyou?)

"I'm okay.Whattimearewemeetingup?Whereare

wemeeting?WhatshouldIwear?"

"I'llfetchyouat12:30.Wearcasualcomfortable

clothes."



"Iwouldsendmyaddressbutsomethingtellsme

youalreadyknowwhereIlive."

Helaughsatthisanditsbeautifuldeepandhusky

kindoflaughter.HayiUnyezi!

"Ngizokufounelabesengingaphandl."(I'llcallwhen

I'm outside.)

Wedropthecallafterbyes.Thisisadangerousbut

veryexcitingrouteI'm taking.I'vebeenfeeling

differentlately.LikeIdon'tcravealltheothersthe

same.ThelasttimeIhadsexwasFridaywith

Zenande.Istillhavethaturgeforsexbutitsasifmy

bodywantssomeoneelse.ItfeelslikeIhaveanother

addiction.Letmestopthinkingmuchintothis.

Maybemyaddictionisjustsubsidingabit.Istart

cookingsoftporridgeandIam nibblingonamuffin.

Iam goingthroughmyInstagram andIhaveaDM

from Puma.

"DearUnyezi_Sosibo

Wewouldlikeyoutobeanambassadorforour

clothingline.Wewillsponsoryouwithnewdealsof



Pumawear.YouwillreceiveaR10000permonth.

Andyouwillhave30%offourmerchandise.

Pleasereplyandifyouagreewewouldsendthe

necessaryinformation.

PumaClothingLabel"

I'm shookrightnow.YesIdohaveabout7k

followersonInstabutmna?Unyezi?Sponsoredby

Puma?Iwanttheextracash!IsendareplyandI

uploadafewpicturesofmeandPlutothanIexit

insta.IdishupwhenthesoftporridgeisreadyandI

eatpeacefully.AftereatingIwashthedishesand

cleansaroundtheapartment.It's11:59andIstill

don'tknowwhattowear.Ioptformyblackcargo

pantswithaturtleneck.Shoes?Militaryboots.Its

kindacoldoutsidesoIchooseablackdenim jacket.

MyhairisanestsoIbraiditnicelyandIputona

blackbeanie.Ineedtomakeanappointmentwith

thehairdreser.Plutoislookingatmequestionably.

"What?Ihaveadatebutdon'tworryNanasaidshe'll

cometakeyoutothedogparktoday.Itsdogday



todaysotheyopen."

Hewagshistailandstartspinningaround.Ilaughat

hisbehavior.Heprobablymetafemalecompanion.

Its12:30whenmyphonerings.

"Unyezi."

"Ngingaphandle."(I'm outside.)

"Okay.Ngiyeza."(I'm coming)

Heisverypunctual.IwalkoutwithPlutoonhis

leashandIseehim leavingonaMercedesBenzold

school.Nice.Hiswearingblacklevisjeanstodayand

hehasbrackets.Heshouldstopwearingthat

Brentwood.Hiswearingahoodieanditfitsperfectly.

Godthosearms!Henoticesusasthegateopens.

WhereisNana?Thisdogissohappyhispullingon

hisleash.

"Pluto.Behave."

Helistenstomeandstandsstillbuthistailisstill

wagging.Hewalkstowardsus.

"Sihambanenja?"(Wetakingthedog?)

IshakemyheadasPlutowantstojumponhim.



"Pluto.Sit."

Hewhinesandsitsdown.Helovesmeetingnew

peopleheforgetshismanners.Langabendsover

andbrushesPluto'scoat.

"Inhleinjayakho."(Yourdogisbeautiful.)

"Thankyou."

IseeNanarunningourway.Thegateopensandand

shehurriestowardsus.

"SorryUnyezi.",sheapologizes.

"Itsokay.",IpassingtheleashandPluto'sbagof

goodies.

Ikneeldown.

"Bye.I'llseeyouwhenIcomebackalright?"

Helicksmycheek.

"Pluto!"

Ilaughandwipemycheekwithsometissue.Iwalk

towardshiscar.

"Sowherearewegoing?"



"KwaMashuShisanyama."

I'veneverbeentherebeforeandIhearditsa

dangeroustownshipevenuMlaziisbetter.Ilookat

him scepticallyandhelooksatme.

"Ungabinenkinga.Uhambanami.IrunKwamashu."

(Donworry.Youwithme.)

"That'saredflag."

Helaughsatthatandshrugsitoff.

"Andyouwon'tleavemealoneevenifyouknewI

wasaganglord.You'veswam inmyeyes.Onceyou

entermyoceanyoucanneverleave.",hesays

randomly.

"Wellareyouaganglord.",Iaskcurious.

"Nonothinglikethat.",andhistonetellsmethe

topicisdismissed.

HeputssomemusiconanditsMaskandi.LordI'm

gonnadie.

"Ngithengiqalaukuk'bonantokazingangazjuzoba

umfaziwami.Ngiyaziukuthiminanawesidalelwene

sthandwasami.Ngizokushadangikunikeinjabulo."(I



knewthefirsttimeIsawyouthatIwasgonnamarry

you.Iknowwemeanttobemylove.I'llmarryyou

andmakeyouhappy.),hesingsalongtothissong.

Ijustadmirehim andInoticehiswearingoneof

thoseLacostesneakersthatareveryexpensive.

ThismanisrichIgiveyouthatjustabadtasteof

fashion.InoticehishoodieisactuallyaVersaceone

andIlookathim.

"Wangbhekakanjaloyindaba?"(Whyareyoulooking

atmelikethat?)

"Whatdoyoudo?Yourjoboccupation?"

Helooksatmeandcontinuesdriving.Guesswho

won'tanswerthat.Ilookoutsidethewindowand

mindmyownbusiness.Wepasswhoonga(nyaope)

addictsastheybegformoneyandtrytofindtheir

nextfix.Thereisagirlamongstthem.Ifeeltears

wellupinmyeyes.Anotherlifelosttodrugsand

poverty.

"Unyezi?Ngibheke."

Iwipemytearsquicklyandturntolookathim.



"IhopeyounotcryingcauseIdidn'tansweryour

question."

Ishakemyhead.

"Phoukhalelani?"(Whyarecrying?)

"I'm notcrying."

"Wenzanikeh?"(Sowhatareyoudoing?)

Ijustkeepquietandgetbusyonmyphone.Ireceive

atextfrom Thabani.

:"Cutcontactwithme.Ifoundsomeone."

Ilaughatthis.Ihardlyevencontactyou.Ideletehis

number.

"Yinilengakaekuhlekisayo?"(What'smakingyou

laugh?)

"Facebookstuff.",Idismisshim andputmyphone

away.

Westopatthisshisanyama.ItsSundayvibes.Jazz

playinginthebackground.Heparkshiscarandthis

Zulumandoesn'tevenopenmydoorforme.

Jehovah!Igetoutofthecarandhisstandingthere



withhishandsinhispockets.

"Doyouhavebrothers?"

Helooksatmeconfusedandnodshishead.

"Tellthem Unyezisaidheyshouldtellyouwhatdo

youdowhenyouwithaladyinacarandy'allarrive

wherey'allat."

Helooksatmelostasfuck.

"Tellthem."

Henodsandtakesmyhandinhis.Youcan'topen

thedoorforkodwayoucanholdmyhand.Amen!We

walkinsideholdinghandsandtheystartwhistling

andsaying"AhSgagqagagqamadoda!"

Iguesshiswellknownaroundherandhedidsayhe

runskwamashu.Henodsateveryoneandtheyget

backtowhattheydoing.Hefindsusaexcludedseat

from everyone'seyes.Itakeaseat.

"I'llgoordersomemeat.Uphuzani?"(whatdoyou

drink?)

"Wine."



Helaughsatthis.

"Isesnigqawungqawinila.Wedon'tdrinkwine."

(Thisisthehood.)

Ilookathim dumbfounded.

"Aciderthan."

Henodsandwalksaway.Inoticewhenhetakesout

hiswalletfrom hisbackpocketthatthereisagunon

hiswaist.Hebetternottrytoshootme.Idon'teven

havemygunwithme!DammitUnyezi.Alight

skinnedniggacomesandsitinfrontofme.

"Whatsabeautifulgirllikeyoudoinghere?"

"Pleaseleave."

"Youthinkyoutheshit."

Ilaughatthisremark.

"Ifyoudon'tleavenowI'llpunchyourface."

HegripsmyhandandIlookathim.

"Ohyouthetypethatthinkwomenoweyou."

HegripsmetighterandIpunchhim onhisnose.



Everyonefinallynoticeswhenhescreams.Shit!I

brokeanail.Ipunchhim againandifeelarmshold

meback.

"EhSani!UzolimalaubambaintombiyakaBas

kanjalo.",saysthemanholdingmeback.

"Hlehlamfanangingazengikucitheubucopho."

(MoveboybeforeIshootyouinthehead.)

Langaispissed.Heputsthetrayoffooddownand

comestowardsmefirst.

"MyekeMuzi."(Leaveher.)

ThisMuziguylet'sgoofmeandIcheckmyhand

first.Myknucklesarebleedingandsoismyfinger

causeIbrokemynail.

Theytakethelightskinnedniggaawaysandhis

noseisbroken.IsmilewhenIhearhiscries.Pussy.

"Youfine?"

Inodandheengulfsmeinhisarms.Uh...Ahug.I

hughim backawkwardly.Hecallsaguytobringthe

firstaidkit.Iwonderwheretheyweretakingthatguy.

That'swhyIdon'tlikehood.Itsadangerousplace.A



darkplace.
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I'm eatingtheworsonlyanditsisdelicious.Langa

hasfinishedhisworsandhiseatinghislastpieceof

steak.Thismaneatsandnonofusarepaying

attentiontothepap.Iatethesaladcauseitwas

chilli.Ilovechilli.

"Youplanningontouchingthatsteak?"

Ilaughandpushmypiecesofsteak.

"Awuyifuni?"(Youdon'twantit?)

"Cah.Idon'tlikesteak."(No)

Heshrugsandeats.Weeatinsilence.Iam now

drinkingPineTwist.Hesuggestedit.Ittastesreally

good.Ineedtostockuponthese.Heisdrinkinga

castlelite.Hewipeshishandswhenhisdoneeating.

"I'm sorryaboutwhathappenedearlier."

"Itsokay.Ijustbrokeanailthatsall."

"Still.Youhurtyourknuckles."

"Ibreakmyknucklesalot.Itsnobigdeal."



Henodsandstaresatme.

"What?",Iaskshyly.

"Celaungshade."(marryme)

IlaughtillIrealisehisdeadserious.Thisguyiscrazy.

Itsourthirdencounterandhewantstomarryme?A

wholeUnyezi?

"Langa.",Ijustsayhisname.Idon'tknowwhatto

say.

"I'm agrownmanUnyezi.I'm turning30inafew

monthsandIdon'thavetimeforgames.Iknow

aboutyouaddiction."

Ichokeonmysaliva.What?!Myeyesareashugeas

ballsrightnow.Howdoesheknowthat?Unlesshe

hadaccesstomyrecordswithmytherapist.

"IknowalotofstuffUnyezi.Iknowatonofstuff.

SomeI'llletyoutellmewhenyou'reready.You

resultedtosexwhenyoucouldn'thandlesomestuff

andsexiswhatIcangiveyou.",hissayingthis

calmlyandhislookingmeintheeyes.

"Youjustmetmeandyouwanttomarryme?At



leastaskmeoutkqala.Seeifyoucanhandlemy

addiction."

"IcanhandleyouUnyezi.Noaddictionlastslong

unlessyouwantittoo.Ihavehadmyownshareof

begging.Spendingmoneyondates.I'vebeen

throughallthatandIcandothatwhilemarriedto

you."

Iam sittingheredumbfounded.Idon'tevenknow

him thatwell.Ican'tjumpintoamarriagewitha

strangerIdon'tevenknowwhat'shisjoboccupation.

"Youdon'thavetoanswerrightaway.Nowits

gettinglateandKwaMashuhijackscarsandIdon't

wanttokillanyoneinfrontofyou.",hesaysstanding

up.

Thismaniswaytoobold.Hesayswhatevercomes

tomindatthatexactmoment.IstandupandI

realiseI'm tipsy.Iam abouttocleanthetable.

"No.Weownthisplace.Thestaffwilldoit."

"We?"

Hejustlooksatmeandtakesmyhand.Hedoesn't



botheransweringmyquestion.Ilethim be.Whenwe

getoutsideitsraining.Weruntothecarandhe

opensmydoorforme.Thisguy!Hedidn'tdothis

whenwearrivedearlieron.Itakeofmyjacketand

turnontheheaterinthecar.

"Yourplaceisfaranditsraining.Ihaveahousehere

inKwaMashu."

Thismanneverceasestosurpriseme.Hisactually

tellingthatwegoingtohisplace.Iam tipsyandI'm a

buzzinthecar.Iactuallywantasmokerightnow

andgetoutofthesewetclothes.

"Youhavekids?"

Henodsandstealsaglanceatme.Ilovekids.

"Howoldarethey?"

"Nkosinathiis14.Langalamiis10."

"Nkosinathiis14?Emudekanje?"(Whenhisthat

tall?)

Hechuckles.

"Whereistheirmother?"



"Shedoesn'tseethem.Sheleftwithanotherman."

Heclencheshisjawwhensayingthis.Heseems

angryandIknowIshouldstopaskingtoomany

questions.Heparksinfrontofabeautifulhouse.Its

notbigbutitsbeautiful.Thegateopensandhe

drivesin.Thereissecurity.What'sthesecurityfor?

Asifhereadmymind.

"NoteverybodylikestheKhuzwayos."

Ilookathim evenmorecurious.Thisguyis

mysteriousandoddlyIlikethat.Weruninside

towardsthehouseandheunlocksthedoor.

"Ngena."(Getin)

Doeshehavetocommandme?Dominantmuch?

Wewalkinsideandheclosesthedoorandlocks.

"Letmegetuswarm inhere.Getcomfortable."

"IwannagetoutoftheseclothesandIalsowantto

haveasmoke."

"Passage.Seconddooronyourright.Don'tsmokein

myroom thou."

IheadtowardsthepassageandIgottoadmititsa



nicehouse.Nothingdramaticjustcosy.Iwalkinside

hisroom anditboyishandveryclean.Istart

strippingthanopenhiscloset.I'm buttnaked.This

room smellslikehim.Itakeouthissweatshortsand

ablacktee.Irolltheshortsbymywaisttokeep

them there.Ilookfunnyinhisclothesbutmybutt

lookscuteintheseshorts.Igrabmycigarettesand

exithisroom.Helooksatmeandchuckles.

"Youlooksexyinmyclothes."

Thewayhesaiditwassoenticing.Hewalksinside

hisroom andIheadtothekitchen.Hehasawine

cellar.Itakeoutsomewine.Thisseemsexpensive.I

rinseoutaglassandpoursome.ItasteitandI'm in

love.Ilovebeveragebazalwane.Iopenthekitchen

windowandlightmycigarrete.Hewalksindressed

I'm justswagpantsandhisdickprintiswellshaped.

Hehasawelldefined8packwithav-line.Hischest

issomanlywithtattoosonhisleft.Nkosinathi.

Langalami.Hissonsnames.Myeyesmoveuptohis

Adamsappleandhisjawline.

"Youeyefuckingmerightnow.Takeuzenzele."(Do

asyouplease.)



Igulpdownthecontentsofmywine.

"Iseeyoufoundthewine.Finallysomeonetodrink

that."

Hepourshimselfsomewhisky.Hetakesthe

cigarettefrom meandtakesapuffandblowsthe

smokeonmyface.

"Langaman!"

Helaughsandthosedimplescometodisplay.Isit

normaltohaveaheartbeatinyourclitorious?

"Iwannakissyou.Bendyouoverthiscounter.Drill

intoeverypartofyou."

Iswallowmysaliva.Idon'tknowhowtorespondto

that.Hefinishessmokingandclosesthewindow.

"Itsrainingcatsanddogsoutthere.Ithinkyou

shouldcallthatgirlyouleftwithPlutocauseyou

maybegoinghometomorrow.Iftherainstops."

HewalksoutandItakemyphoneonthecounter.I

dialNana'snumberandsheanswers.

"Unyezi."



"HeyNana.I'm kindsstucksocanyoulookafter

Plutoforme.I'llpayextra."

"Noproblem.Welovehavinghim around."

"ThankyouNana."

Itakethebottleofwineandmyglassandheadthe

livingroom.ThisguyneedstoputonashirtbeforeI

takeadvantageofhim.Itswarm now.Iput

everythingonthetableandIpouranotherglassof

wine.

"Youmaywannagoeasyonthatwine.Youmight

endupundermesweaty."

Ilookathim andheisjustsittingtherepressingthe

remotelikehejustdidn'tmakethatconment.Why

doesthismanstillsurpriseme?

"Let'sbingeonseries.Moneyheist?"

"Favorite."

ItstartsplayingandIsitinbetweenhislegsandlie

onhischest.Hedoesn'tcomplain.



Iwakeupwithmyfaceinhischest.Wemighthave

fallenasleepandIchangedmysleepingposition.I

trymovingmybodytoonlyhavemygroinrubonhis.

HegroansandIstopmymovement.Itrymoving

againandourgroansmakecontact.Shit!Ican'teven

moveupwardscausehehasatightholdonme.

"Unyezistopitman!"

Irelaxandjustputmyheadonhischestagain.His

handgropesmybutt.

"Khuzwayo!"

Hechuckles.Thewinenotyetoutofmysystem and

haven'thadsome.Iclenchmythighstogether.

"MaGema?"

"Mmmh?"

"MaGema?"

"Khuzwayo?"

"Yini?Wangahlaliseki.Ufunani?"(What?Youcan'tsit

still.Whatdoyouwant?)

"Nothing."



Hesitsupstraightwithstillontopofhim buthe

opensmylegsotheyoneithersideofhim.Thisisa

verycomprisingposition.Thewineisplayingwith

myhormonesrightnow.I'm lookingathim inthe

eyesandIcanseeheknowswhatIwantbutwants

metosayit.

"KhulumaMaGema."(Talk)

Igrabhisfaceandkisshim andheresponds.His

lipsaresosoftandIcanstilltastethewhskeyand

tobacco.Hepullsoutasitgetsintense.Dammit!

"MaGema.Youcan'tjustgrabmeandkissme.

Ngithiufunani?"(Isaidwhatdoyouwant.),hisvoice

isreallyhoarseandfullofemotion.Hiseyesarered

andsmall.Heisreadybutwantsmetosayit.

"Iwantyou.",Ibreatheout.

"Yim lo.Ufunanikimi?"(HereIam.Whatdoyouwant

from me?)

"Iwantyouburiedinsideme.Iallofyou."

Andjustlikethathegrabsmebythewaistand

kissesmehungrily.HelicksmylowerlipandIdon't



granthim access.Hisotherhandmovesuptomy

smallperkybreastsandhepinchesmynipple

causingmetoyelp.Heusesthatopeningandslides

histongueinmymouth.Ourtonguesbattlefor

dominanceandhewinsandIcanfeelhissmirk.I

startgrindingonhiscausingfictionbetweenour

origins.Hegroansandmovesinthesamerhythm

withme.HetugsattheT-shirtandpullsitovermy

head.Hestartskissingmyneckearningsoftmoans

from me.Hishandsareonmybreastwithhis

fingersplayingwithmynipples.Hegoesdownuntil

mybreastsandhelatchesonmyleftboob.

Suck,blow,lickblowandherepeatsthesameonmy

leftboobwhilehisfingersplaywithmynipple.I'm so

hornyrightnowIwannacrysobad.Helaysmeon

thecarpetandhekissesmeagain.Hetugsatthe

shortandIliftmybum upandheremovesthem.I'm

leftstarknaked.Hestaresatmybodyandhiseyes

landonthescarinmyinnerthigh.Itryclosingmy

thighsbutheopensthem.Hekissesthescarwhile

lookingatme.Hiseyessayitall.Heacceptsmy

flaws.HekissesmyinnerthighstillIfinallyrelax

again.Ifeelhisbreathenearmyvagina.Ifidgetand



heholdsmythighstokeepmeinplace.Histwo

fingersseparatemylipsandhelicksmyclit.Hisnot

inahurry.HenibblesonitandIarchmyback.

"Khuzwayo.",Imoansoftly.

Helicks,bites,blowsandsuckonmyclitandI'm

losingmymindoverhere.Heentershisfirstfinger

andIcurlmytoes.HeentersthesecondfingerandI

rollmyeyes.

"Fuck!"

Hispumpinginandoutwhilehismouthisonmyclit.

IfeelmylegsshakingandIknowI'm abouttocum.

HecurlshisfingersinsideofmeandIletitallout.

Heletmerideoutmyorgasm andIam breathing

heavily.HecomesuptomyfaceandIpullhim and

kisshim.Itastemyselfonhim andthatenticesme

more.Iusemytoestolowerhispantstilltheyonhis

knees.Hetakesthem offandthemandownthere

springsup.Idon'tknowbutIswearthatshitreached

hisbellybuttonandIgulp.I'venevertakenonethat

big.

"I'llbegentle."



Imeethiseyesandhegivespeck.Thisguysdickis

huge!

"Condoms?"

Hegetsupandheadstothevasenexttothe

pictures.Hedipshishandinandcomesoutwith

onelineofDurexcondoms.Hetearsonewhile

walkingtowardsme.Heputsitonwhilemaintaining

eyecontactwithme.Hegetsinbetweenmythighs

andhebalanceshimselfwithhisforearms.

"Nowlistentome.Ihititandit'smine.Idon'tlike

sharing.AssoonasIputthetipinyou'remineand

minealone.Youcancallmeatmidnightforsexand

I'llcomesiyezwana?(weunderstandeachother?"

Inodatthis.Ijustwantyouinmerightnow!

"Useyourwords."

"Siyezwana.(weunderstandeachother.)"

HekissesmeagainandIfeelhim rubhimselfonme.

Itakeadeepbreatheandrelaxmybody.Hepushes

himselfinslowlyandI'm tryingtogetsomeairinmy

lungs.HefinallyentersfullyandIcatchabreath.He



stayslikethatgivingmetimetoadjusttohissize.I

nodathim andhestartsmoving.Itsuncomfortable

atfirstbutafterafewstrokesI'm amess.Heputs

mylegsonhisshouldersgivinghim deep

penetration.I'm scratchingonhisback.Iam

screamingandI'm suretheneighbourscanhearme.

Therainiscreatingarhythm forhisstrokes.Iarch

mybackandcurlmytoesdiggingmynailsintohis

back.Hefucksmethroughmyorgasm.Hehasme

bymysidefacinghim.Myontopofhisandthe

otherunderhis.Hekeepsmovingwhilekeepingeye

contact.Ican'tevenkeepmyeyesopencausethis

mansstrokesaredrivingmecrazy.

"LookatmeorIstop."

Iopenmyeyesandlookathim.Hehasbeadsof

sweatonhisforeheadwithhisbrowsfurrowed.

"ShitUnyezi!Don'tdothat!",hegroansout.

Ijustclenchedmyvaginawallsaroundhisdick.He

goesfasterandhekeepspumpingintome.

"Fuck!Fuck!Fuuuuuuuuck!",Iscream andIcum.

Helaysmeonmystomachwithapillowundermy



torso.Heenterfrom behindandIhearhim groan.

Hischestisonmybackandhisgroansaremaking

meevenmorearoused.Ipushmyhipsoutalittle

andhemakesmemovewithhisrhythm.

"DeeperLanga!!Deeper!"

Andheobliges.Keepingmyhipsintheairandgiving

medeepthrusts.Hegroansoutandupshispace.I

clenchmyselfaroundhim andhegroanslikea

woundedbull.Helaysontopofmeaswebreathe

heavily.Herollsoverandwelookateachother.

"Whatwasthat?",Iaskwithatiredvoice.

"Thatisyournewaddiction."

Hepullsmeinhisarmsandwesleeponthecarpet.

Hepullsafleeceandcoversusup.Maybejust

maybeIfoundamuchbetteraddiction.Something

onlyhecangiveme!Manhisgotmeanstrokes.Ifall

asleepbutnotbeforeIhear"Ngyakuthanda."(Ilove

you)guessI'm alreadydreaming.
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I'm wokenupbysomeonepickingmeup.Iopenmy

eyesalittleanditsLanga.

"Sorrytowakeyouupbutmybrothersarecoming."

"Itsokay."

HelooksatmeandIseetheoceanandmoonagain.

ItstillfascinatesmeonhowIcanseesucha

beautifulsceneryinhiseyes.Idon'tknowwhatthis

warm andfuzzyfeelingmyhypothalamusissending

throughoutmybody.Helaysmeonthebed.

"Gobacktosleep."

"Ihaveworktomorrow."

"I'llfetchyouclothes."

"Ha.ashame.IfIletyoudothatthanI'dgotowork

dressedlikeIjustescapedoutofanasylum."

Helaughsatthis.

"Okay.I'llaskNkosinathitochooseyouroutfitkeh."



"Formalokay?"teethodsandkissesmyforehead.He

leavestheroom onlyinsweatpantsandInoticethe

scratchmarksonhisback.Imayhavescratched

harderthanIthought.IclosemyeyesandIfallinto

deepslumberlater.

I'm wokenupbyloudvoicesandIrememberLanga

tellingmehisbrotherswerecomingover.Theyare

veryloudwiththelaughingandall.Iwakeupandgo

tothebathroom towashmyface.Iopendrawerstill

Ifindasealedtoothbrush.Ibrushmyteethand

decidetotakeashower.Ifinishtakingashowerand

whenIwalkoutthereisstillnoiseontheotherside.I

textLanga"I'm hungry."hereplies"comeeat.We

braaiedmeat."uyahlanyaloandItextagain

"Quickie?"heblueticksme.I'm sittingthereall

nakedwhenthedoorfinallyopens.Ilaughathim

causeIcanseehisbonerthroughhispants.

"ReallyUnyezi?"

"Thatwastheonlywaytogetyoutocomehere.I'm

reallyhungry."



Hegroansoutloudandhasaminitantrum.

"CanIgetthequickie?Thanyou'lleat."

"Nope.",Isaypoppingthe"p".

Istandupandheadforthecloset.Inoticemy

clothes.Greatchoice.

"Langastopfollowingmearound.Thanksforthe

clothes."

"MaGemangizoyifakakancane."(I'llputthetipin.)

Ilaughathim andgothroughhisswagpants.Itake

outtheblackone.

"Awufuni?"(Youdon'twantto?)

Inodandbendtotakeoutapairofsocksfrom the

drawer.Ifeelhim rubhisboneronmyassandmy

breathehitches.

"SeducemeallyouwantLanga."

"MaGemaI'm dyinghere."

Ifindthesocksandputthem on.Ipushhim withmy

assasIstandup.AsI'm abouttowearthe

swagpantshegrabsthem.



"Langa!"

"Ngyakucela.Bheka."(Please.Look.)

IlookathisbonerandI'm temptedkodwasexwon't

makemystomachfull.ThelasttimeIatewaswith

thatchisanyamameat.

"LangayourbrotheraredownstairsandI'm hungry.

Ngizobengithi"Aaah"isisusamisibesithi"grrr"hayi!

"(I'llbesaying-mystomachwillbesaying-no!)

Helaughsandhandsmetheswagpants.

"Canyoucookpapforus?"

"Ican'tcook."

HelooksatmeasifIjustpouredcoldwateronhim

andIwannalaughsobad.OfcourseIcancookI'm

justpullinghisleg.

"I'llaskoneofmystaffatthechisanyamatobring

uspapthen."

"SotheChisanyamaisyours?"

Henodstakingouthisphone.Iunderstandwhyhe

said'weownthisplace'earlieron.



"I'm joking.I'llcook."

Hestopspressingonhisphoneandlooksatme.

"You'resure?"

HisscepticalIcansee.Ismileandnodathim.Ipull

at-shirtonandwewalkouthandinhand.

"Howmanyarethey?"

"Who?Mybrothers?"

Inod.

"There's5ofus.I'm themiddlechildandthelast

bornisagirl.Shedidn'tcomethou."

Myfacedrops.I'llbesurroundedbytesteoroneall

alone?DearGod.

"TheyinsistedoncominghereandwhenItoldthem

IhadagirlovertheyranhereevenThandolezwe

wantedtocomebutsinceshehasschoolshecan't."

IguessThandolwezeisthegirl.

"Whywouldtheyrunhereforameregirl?"

Helooksatmeandhisgivingmeoneofthose



intenselooksandIlookdown.

"Ngibheke.(lookatme)"

Ilookathim andhegrabsmebythewaist.

"Itoldthem aboutyouwhenIsawyououtside

Khuzwayosbuildingandthey'vebeenwaitingforme

tofindyou."

"Whytellthem aboutmeordoyoutellthem about

everygirlyoumeetoutsidebuildings?"

"Itellthem aboutasmokerwhoseestheoceanin

myeyes."

Ilookathim andhekissesmylips.Wait-

"HowdoyouknowIseetheoceaninyoureyes?"

"You'llfindout."

We'vebeenstandinginthepassagethiswholetime.

Ipullhishandandwewalktowardsthelivingroom.

Itstoppedrainingbutitsdrizzlingnow.Theyplaying

FIFAandareooingandbooing.

"Iwantasmoke.",IwhispertoLanga.

"Afterthis."



Wewalkuptothem andLangaclearshisthroat.No

onepaidattention.

"Bafwethu."(Brothers)

Theyalllookatusandpausethegame.I'm standing

thereinhugeclotheslookingallshortwithmessy

hair.

"ThisisUnyeziSosibo."

"Hey",andmyvoicecomesoutsqeauky.Wtf

bazalwane?

Oneofthem laughs.Helookslikehisinhis20s.Did

Imentionthattheylookalike?Theresemblanceis

deep.

"Uhlekanislima?(whatarelaughingatfool)"

IpinchLangaandhejumpsandgivesmeadeath

starewhichIgiveback.

"Hey",theguyimitatesmysqueakyvoiceandtheyall

laughLangaevenchuckles.I'm gonnapunchthese

assholes.

"Squeakyvoiceherewillcookpapfory'all.Y'all

betterkeepquiet.",Isay.



Theyallkeepquiet.Ismile.

"Goodboys."

Langachuckles.

"Nowwhatareyournames?"

"I'm Ndabenkulu.",saystheolderlookingone.

"I'm Bhekikhaya.",saysonewithatattooonhisneck.

"I'm Khulekani.",saysTrevorNoahwannabe.

"Nicetomeetyouall."

KhulekanilooksatLanga.

"Sothisiswhereyougotthosebackscratchesfrom

huh?"

Omigosh!Thiskidthou.IhidemyfacebehindLanga

aseveryonelaughs.Whyisthisdumbasslaughing

too?

"OkayguysyekaniuMaGemawami.Asambe

mkami.(leavemyMaGemaalone.Let'sgomywife.)"

"MmmhMaGemaWami.Mkami.Wadlabafo."

Theylaughagain.GuessKhulekaniisthejoker



aroundhere.Ileavethem thereandgotothekitchen.

IfIwasreallylightinskinI'dberedrightnow.Iopen

thekitchenwindowandlightacigarette.Iboilthe

watersolongandsitontopofthecounter.Whereis

thatwine?I'lldrinkoneglasscauseIhavework

tomorrow.Istartcookingwhensomethinglicksmy

calveandIscream bloodyshit!Idon'tevenlook

backIrun.Theyallstandupandpulloutguns.I

standbehindLanga.

"What'swrongUnyezi?"

"Something...Itlickedme.Angazi...It...Ybo!"(Idon't

know)

Iam freakingoutwhenahearawhine.Adogswhine.

"It'sjustPlutobabe."

Pluto?What'shedoinghere?Icomeoutandthere

heiswithhisearsdownandtailbetweenhistail.

"Aahsthandwasami.Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Ikisshisheadandrubonhisbelly.Helicksmyface.

"Pluto!",I'm agigglingmess.

Wefinallystopplaying.ManIlovethisfellow.



"Hewhinedandstartedbarkingwhenhesawme.

Guessherecognizedmefrom earlieronsoItook

him with."

Langathou.

"ThanksIguess."

"Can'tbelieveIpulledoutmygunforadog.

Abafazi.(women)",saysNdabenkhulusittingdown.

Theylaughandgetbacktotheirgame.Iwasscared

awu!

"Khuzwayo."

TheyallturnbackandIlookdownshyly.

"Oh.She'stalkingtoLanagalakhelihle.",says

Bhekikhaya.

HestandsupandfollowsmewithPlutoonourtail.

"I'm almostdonewiththepappleasewarm upthe

meatforme."

"Okay."

Heholdsmywaistfrom behindandkissesmyneck.

Mybreathinghitchesandhebitesdownonmyneck.



Ifindthepainpleasurableandhekissesitafter.I

turnaroundandkisshim.HegropesmyassandI

moan.JustasI'm gettingintoithepullsoutand

putsthemeatintheoven.Didhejust-?Hejustgave

meatasteofmyownmedicine!IswearI'm gonna

cry.Idragmytonguethroughmyteethandturnto

mypots.

"Uthimxm kimi?(youdraggingmethroughyour

teeth?)",hesayslookingatmewithsquintedeyes.

"Hm.mh(no)"

Hegivesmeonelookandgetsbacktocooking.I

finishupthepapandturnoffghdstove.Plutoisjust

layingtherelookingatus.Ialsocookedchakalaka

anditsdone.Iturnoffthepotsandstartrinsingthe

plates.Langalightsacigarettewhilewaitingonthe

timer.Idrytheplatesandstartsettingthem.Idish

upforeveryoneandwhenI'm donethetimergoes

off.Itakethecigarettefrom him ashetakesthe

meatout.

"Whenareyouplanningonquitting?"

"Quittingwhat?"



"Ugwayi.(cigarettes)"

"WhenIfeellikeit.",Isaydismissively.

"Watchyourtone.Angilwi.(I'm notfighting)"

Iputthecigaretteoutandclosethewindow.Imake

adishclothwet.

"You'rehelpingmewithgivingthem food.AndI

shouldn'tevenbedoingthis.I'm notyourwife."

"Toldyoutomarryme."

Ileavehim likethatandgogivehisbrothersthewet

dishclothfortheirhands.HowIknowthis?Ireada

coupleofstories.

"SiyabongaMkakhe.(thankyouhiswife.)",says

Khulekani.

Ismileatthem andgobacktothekitchen.Langais

eating.

"Patience.PatienceLanga."

"WhenI'm hungry.Iwanttoravishmyfoodright

away."andyeshemadeitsexual.

Helickshisfingersslowlywhilelookingmeinthe



eyes.SeducemeLangaKhuzwayo.Seduceme.

"Ngabengikunambithakanje.(I'dbeeatingyoulike

this.)",hesaysbitingintohiswors.

Ineedtogetoutofhere.Veryfast.Igrabtwoplates

andputthem onthetray.

"Ngikukhotakanje.(lickingyoulikethis.)"

Helickshisfingersslowly.That'smycue.Itakethe

platesandwalkout.Ihandthem theirplates.

"UrightMaGema?Youlookflustered."

Inodandwalkoff.IbumpintoLangawithatrayof

platesandhelickshislipandbiteshislipbefore

walkingoff.Jesus!Yoursonwillbethedeathofme.

Wherearemycigarettes?Igiveplutosomewater

andrawhalfcookedmeat.Langajusttookmydog

withouttakinghisfood.HewalksinasIlightup

cigarette.

"Wozauzodla.(comeeat.)"

"I'lleatwithPluto."

"Pluto.Come."



PlutolooksathisfoodandthanLanga.His

indecisive.Hefinallychoosesfood.Hah!Langaexits

defeated.Afterafewminuteseveryonecomewith

theirplatesandpullsbarstoolsbeforetakingaseat.

Ilookatthem puzzled.Langamara!Theyallsmileat

meshowingofftheirdimples.

"IwouldbewatchingsoccerwhileeatingbutLanga

saysyou'relonely.",saysKhulekani.

IlookatLangaandhewinksatme.Helikesplaying

dirtylo.Iputthecigaretteoutandclosethewindow.

"You'llhavetostopsmokingwhenyou'repregnant.",

saysNdabenkhulucausingmetochokeonmyown

Saliva.

"Uhm...Yeahyeah.",Iam flushedguys.

Isitdownandweeatpeacefully.

"Langasaysy'allaredating.You'resureyouwanna

beinthisfamily?",asksBhekikhaya

Wedating?IlookatLangaandhesmilesatme.

Haibo.Thisisambush.

"Uhyeahyeahwedating.I'm notreallysurebutI



don'twannamakehastydecisions."

"Whatdoyouseeinhiseyes?",asksNdabenkhulu

"Bafo",Langatriesstoppinghim.

"Thulabafo.(quietbrother)",Ndabenkhulucutshim

off.

"Idon'tknowifthissoundscrazybutIseetheocean

andthemoon.Itstillleavesmepuzzledwhy.",Isay

thislookingatLanga.Staringintotheoceanandthe

moon.

"Youthinkuyebafo?",asksKhulekani.

"SizozwangoKhuzwayoomdala.Bekunjalo.

Makashadwe.(we'llhearfrom seniorKhuzwayo.Ifit

iswhatis.Shemustbemarried.)",answers

Ndabenkhulu.

Idon'tknowwhattheytalkingaboutbutIknowit

involvesme.IlookatLangaandhelooksatmetoo.

Igetafeelingthatinhisoceanyoudon'tswim and

leave.Youlearnhowtobreatheunderwater.Leaving

him willbehardinthefuturebutwhywouldIleave

him?Iaskmyselfthatquestionagain'whywouldI



leavehim?'.IlookatPlutoandhelooksatme.Pluto.

Idon'tknowwhatIjustwalkedintobutitsstillyou

andme.Always.
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UNYEZI

I'm preparingforworkrightnowandLangaisstill

sleeping.Thismansnoresbantase.Ihadtoput

anotherpillowforhim.IputonmyclothesandIgo

checkonPluto.Heisalreadyupandbarkingatthe

door.Iruntowardsitandopenitforhim andheruns

outtothebackyard.Itstoppedrainingnow.Itswindy

thou.Igivehim someprivacyandleavethedoor

open.Iwalktothekitchen.Itsstill05:43soIstart

cookingsoftporridge.Luckilytheyboughtmylaptop.

IcheckMrMayasschedulefortheday.He'llbeout

oftheofficetoday.Iemailhim hisscheduleandhis

firstmeetingiswiththeboardmemberswhichisa

privatemeeting.Iturnoffthepotswhenitsready.I

dishupformyselfandaddmilkandsomesugar.As

I'm eatingLangacomesin.

"Sawubona."(Hey)

"Morning."

"Whyisthedooropen?"

"Plutoneededthetoilet.I'llcleanitup."



"ThereisaGardnerforthat."

Inodathim.

"Youwantsomesoftporridge?"

"Hayi.Ieatmeatmina."

Amen!HetakesoutsomeRussiansandpopsthem

inthemicrowave.Actionsofabachelor.Its06:22

andIneedtoleaveforwork.

"CanyoudropmeoffatworkthandropoffPlutoat

theestate?"

HenodseatingRussiansonly.

"Andthewayyouambushedmeizolo.Ididn'teven

knowsiyajola.(yesterday.dating)"

"IknowIknow.Unyezipleasebemygirlfriend?"

Langamarayazi!Whatam Igonnadowithhim?

"OkayLangalakhelihle."

"Sorrysthandwasami."

Hepullsmebythewaistandkissesme.Ineverget

tiredofhiskisses.Ipackupmythings.



"Putashirtonasambe.(let'sgo)"

Hekissesmeonelasttimeandwalksoff.

"Pluto!"

Hecomesminuteslater.

"Timetogo."

Whereismyphone?AsI'm abouttogolookforitin

thebedroom Langawalksinwithitonhisear.

"Lalelandoda.Hlukananomkami.Uphinde

umphounelekuzocithekaigazi.(listenhereman.Stay

awayfrom mywife.Callheragainbloodwillbe

spilt.)"

Hedropsthecall,takeshiscarkeysandleaves.Its

probablyZenande.Histheonlyonethatcallsme.

Thabanijustwaitsformycall.Hehootsandmeand

Plutoheadout.IopenthedoorforPlutoattheback

andIgetinfront.Hisjawsareclenchedandtheway

hisgrippingonthatstaringwheelI'm evenscaredto

askformyphone.HeisdrivingveryfastandIdon't

eventellhim toslowdown.Plutoissleepingatthe

backandIwishIwashim.Oblivioustothismans



anger.Thetyresscreechwhenheparksnearthe

KhuzwayoLawandOrder.Isittherelookingathim.I

don'tknowwhattosaysoIkisshischeekandexit

thecar.Hedrivesoffwithmyphone.Ilookathiscar

drivingoffbeforewalkingoff.Itsgonnabealong

day.

IwasaboutknockoffwhenIreceivedacallfrom my

officephone.

"MsSosibo.MrKhuzwayoisheretotakeyouhome."

Iguessthatidiotisheretofetchme.Ipack

everythingandturnoffmycomputer.MrMayahas

alreadyleftthebuildingsoIheadtotheelevator.

Thisisverylargebuilding.Withmyyearsofworking

hereIstilldon'tknowtheowner.Theycallhim senior

Khuzwayothatknowhim.Iexitthebuildingandheis

outsidesmoking.We'relookingateachotherasI

walkuptohim.Istandinfrontofhim.

"Evening."

"Yeah."



Heopensthedoorformebeforegoingtohisside.

Hestartsthecaranddrivesoff.Wearesilentinthe

car.Idon'tgetwhyhisangryreally.Hejustcame

waytoofastinmylifeIdidn'tevenhavetimetocut

certainpeopleoff.

"Langalakhelihle."

Hestealsaglanceatmebeforelookingbackatthe

road.EThekwiniisabuzz.Peopleareknockingoff

andsomearegoingtowork.

"Youcan'tbeangryatme.Youcameinduelifelike

anatomicbomb.Ididn'tevenhavetimetocut

certainpeopleoff."

"I'm notangryatyou.I'm justtryingtocomeinto

termsthattherewereotherguysbeforeme."

"Don'tstorm offonme.Youtalktome."

"Iknow.I'm sorry."

"I'm sorrytoo."

Heenterstheestateandparksinfrontofapartment.

"Wouldyouliketocomeupforcoffee?"



"Nothankyou.I'llcalllater."

Hesayshandingmeaphone.Thisisnotmyphone.

Itsevenknew.

"Everythinginthereisyours.Igotandsmashedyour

phone."

I'm lookingathim defeated.Amen.Itryopeningthe

doorbutitslocked.Hegrabsmyfaceandkissesme.

Ikisshim andwebreakitofflater.

"NgyakuthandaMaGema."

Idon'treplybutjustlookinhiseyes.Thewavesare

calm andthemoonbeautiful.Igetthatwarm fuzzy

feelingagain.

"Ulalekahle(sleepwell).

IexitthecarandhedrivesoffonlywhenIshutthe

doorbehindme.Iam metbyasleepingNanaand

Pluto.Idon'twakethem upasIundress.Istarton

thepotsandlightupasmoke.Iam donecooking

anddishupformeandNana.Iwakeherup.

"Hey.Youhungry?"

"YesUnyezi."



Ihandhertheplateandwestarteating.

"ThatguywhocametofetchyourclothedandPluto.

Yourrecent?"

"Hismyboyfriend."

Shelooksatmesurprised.Ican'trememberthelast

timeIhadaboyfrienditevensoundsweirdsayingit.

Weeatandsheleaveslater.Irentamovieon

BoxOfficeandcuddlewithPluto.I'm cryinghalfway

themovie.Acalldisturbsme.Ihavetochangethis

ringtoneonthisphone.ThecallerIDiswritten

"myeniwami"iyafananoLangakehleh.

"Myeniwam?"

"Mkami.Yousoundlikeyouwerecrying."

"Iwaswatchingaromanticmovie."

"Phoukhalelani?"(whyareyoucrying?)

"Itssad."

Helaughsatme.WetalktillIfallasleep.Ireally

adorethisman.
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LANGALAKHELIHLE

IjustgotoffthephonewithUnyezi.Ijusthopeshe's

thechosenoneforme.Therealonethistime.The

Khuzwayoclaniscursedorblessed.Ourgreatgreat

greatgrandfatherwasawitchdoctor.Hisfirstwife

hadhadanaffairwithhisbrotherandmadekhokho

believethatitwashischildrenforyears.Whenhe

methissecondwifeshehadgivenhim ason.

Secretsdon'tstayhiddenforeversohefoundout

thatthekidswerenothisbuthisbrothers.Heputa

curseonthefollowinggeneration.Khuzwayomen

andwomenshallneverhavechildrenifnotwiththeir

'chosenones'.NkosinathiandLangalamiaren'tmy

biologicalsons.Bongekatrickedmeintobelieving

shewasthe'chosenone'.ShehadheardKhuzwayo

omdalatalkingtoNdabenkhuluaboutthisand

startedsayingstufflikesheseesthemooninmy

eyes.ShefellpregnantwithNkosinathiandknowing

she'sthechosenIwashappy.WhenNkosinathiwas

bornhelookedlikeher.Ourgenesareverystrong

butIthoughtmaybehersarestronger.Withher



upholdingthe'I'm thechosenone'actdadaskedto

meetherandshehadusallfooledtrustme.When

wewantedtopaydowrysoshecanofficiallybemy

wifeshesaidshewaspregnantandpostponedthe

wholething.Forthebaby'ssakeweagreed.When

Langalamiwasbornhelookednothinglikeus.

Womenandtheirlies,shesaidhelookedlikeher

deadgrandfatherandhermotherbackedherupon

that.Istarteddreamingofanoldmaninhealer

clothingtellingmetogetridofthesnakeinmy

house.Ididn'tgetthisandneitherdidIknowthisold

manbutIcouldseehewasoftheKhuzwayofamily.

WhenIhadatalkwithdadanddescribedtheold

manhetoldmeitwasukhokho.Weconsultedwith

ourauntwhoinheritedthegift.Shesaidshehas

beenwaitingonus.Ididn'treallybelieveinallthis

Sangomastuff.Wewereletinonthematterthat

historyhasrepeateditself.Thekidswerenotmine.

Bongekawasn'tthechosenone.Ididn'tbelieveall

that.WehadDNAtestsdonesecretlyandtheresults

confirmedeverything.Possessedbymygreatgreat

grandfathersspiritIkilledBongeka.Wefakedher

escape.Nobodyknowsofherdeath.Itshallremain



thatway.WegoingtoeChamtutovisitouraunt.She

mustconfirm Unyezisassumptionsonwhatshe

seesinmyeyes.Ihopeshe'stheonecauseI've

fallenhard.IneverlovedafterBongeka.Iwasa

smashandleavekindaguy.Unyeziwasjustthat

lightattheendofthedarkness.Iknowitstooearly

tomarryher.WithalltheinformationIhaveonherI

stilldon'tknowherparentswhereabouts.Ihavemy

goonssearchingforSosibosinKZN.I'venevermeta

Sosibobefore.Ihadtogoogleherclannames.I

headtotheboysgameroom andtheyplayingvideo

games.Itookthem inasmyownchildren.Inever

hidthefactthatI'm nottheirrealfather.Wentasfar

asaskingthem iftheywouldliketomeettheirfather

andtheydeclined.Theystaywithmeinourhousein

YellowWood.I'm filthyrichbutthatsastoryfor

anotherday.

"Baba.",Nkosinathicallsout.

"Bafanabam(myboys).",Isaysittingonaduffelbag

andrufflingLangashaircausinghim tohitmyhand.

"Y'alllivingalready?",asksLangalami



"Yes.Gogowillbeheretolookaftery'all.uSbhamu

uyezanaye(sbhamuiscomingtoo)."

"OkayBaba.UphiuAunt(whereisaunty?)"

"That'syourmotherNkosinathi.HernameisUnyezi."

"Wehaveamother?",asksLanga.

"Yesboys.You'llmeethersoon."

Theynodandgetbacktoplayingtheirgames.That's

mycue.Iexitandheadout.Ileaveamessageonthe

fridge.

"ThisisUnyezisnumber.Callherifyouneed

anythingandcan'treachme.**********"

Iwalkoutandgetintomycarafteralertingthe

securityofmydeparture.IdrivetoKhuzwayos

house.Weleavingtodayanddon'tknowwhenwill

comeback.Ididn'ttellUnyeziI'm leaving.I'llexplain

whenIcomeback.ForonceinmylifeIpraytoGod

thatUnyeziistheone.Shehastobe.Evenifshe's

notI'm stayingwithher.FuckKhokho.
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UNYEZI

IknockedoffaboutanhouragoandI'm tryingtocall

Langaagainandhisphonegoestovoicemailagain.

IknowIshouldgiveupcallingsinceitsbeentwo

dayswithhim MIAbutIam worried.I'm stuffingmy

faceandI'm amess.Iwasreleasedearlyatwork

todaycauseIhadabreakdown.MrMayawentasfar

asgivingmesometimeoffwork.Iam stuffingmy

facewithpancakesImade.Itsabitlatefor

pancakesbutIdon'tcare.PlutoiswithNana.My

moodissettinghim offandIdon'twantthat.Itext

Langaagain"Langapleaseanswermycallsand

texts.Ifyou'reignoringmethanmanuptellmewhat

Idid."Isenditanddecidetocallhim again.Itsstill

goestovoicemail.Ileaveamessage"Khuzwayo.

Areyouokay?Whyareyouignoringme?!LangaI'll

shootyouinyourfuckenscrotum ifyoudon'tcallme

back!"Ijustcryanddropthecall.Whatifhishurt?

HedidsaynoteveryonelikestheKhuzwayos.I'm

disturbedbymyphoneringing.Ianswerwithout

checkingthecallerID.



"Langa?"

"Uhchanganeyam.UMam'Thandilo."

"Oh."I'm alittlebitdisappointed.

"IworkforMrLanga.I'm hiskidsnanny."

"Ohokayma.Ishearound?Isheokay?"

"No.Heleftwithhisfatherandbrotherstoattenda

familymatter.Ijustgotacallthat...that...thatmy

husbandhasdiedand...i-i-ihavetogohometo

prepareforhisburial."

"Iunderstandma."

"Canthekidsstaywithyou?Langasaidweshould

callyouifweneedanything."

Ikeepquiet.I'veonlymetNkosinathionceandwe

didn'ttalk.Ihavetolookaftertwoboyswhodon't

evenknowwhothefuckIam?!I'm gonnakillLanga!

"Uhma."

"Ngyak'celanganeyam.(pleasemychild.)"

Isighandrubmyglabella.



"Okayma.Pleasesendtheaddress."

"Thankyou."

"I'llbetheretofetchthem soon."

IhearhercallNkosinathi.Thereisshufflingonthe

otherlinebeforeavoicespeaks.

"Ma.UNkosinathilo."

Ma?Langa!

"Yesboy.Uh...I'llfetchy'allokay?Sendtheaddress."

"Okayma."

Idropthecall.Ma?KuUnyeziSosibo?Idon'teven

botherchangingoutofthisonesieassoonasI

receivetheaddress.Igrabmycarkeysandinform

NanaI'llbeoutforafew.Theystayinyellowwood

andmylittlecardoesn'tfitinthisneighborhood.The

wallsarehigh.Itsdeadquiethere.Nosoundofa

childplaying.Nothing.Notevenmusic.Iparkinfront

ofaverytallgate.Ipresstheintercom.

"Unyezi.I'm heretofetchthekids."

Thegateopensupormaybethefirstgateopensup.



I'm instructedtogetoutofthecarandIdoso.My

carissearchedandtheyfinallyletmeinwhenthey

seeitssafe.Iam metbyalongdrivewayandIam

lookingatthishouseandIhavetosay.Ionlysee

thesekindofhousesonHomeChannel.Iparkmytoy

carandwalkoutlookinglikeIranfrom theasylum.

Therearesecuritywithgunsstandingstillin

positions.I'm verycuriousofLangasoccupationand

bankbalancerightnow.Iam metbyatallscaryman

bythedoor.

"Uh.Hi."

"MaGemawakhe.IgamauSbhamu."

Sbhamu?Whatkindofnameisthat?Heshould've

namedhimself'Skhali'causehelookslikeaweapon.

"Wewillaccompanyyouwith3SUVswithmymen

inside.Wearetoinsureyoursafety."

Ijuststareatthismanwidemouthed.SUVs?Ionly

seethoseonmovies.IthinkI'm gonnafaint.

"You'reokay?"

Inodfastmakingmedizzier.



"Shit!",Isaybalancingmyselfwiththewall.

"Letmehelpyou."

Hehelpsmeinsideanditsbeautifulashell.Thetiles

aresocleanIcanseemyself.Hesitsmeonthe

couch.Ifeellikearoachonthesewhitecoaches.He

comesbackwithawomaninherlate40s.Shelooks

verybeautifulbutyoucan'tmissthedarkbagsunder

hereyes.IguesssheisMam'Thandi.Shehandsme

aglassofwaterandIdrinkitdown.

"Thankyouforcoming."

"Itsokayma."

"Bafana!",Sbhamucallsout.

Ihearfootstepsandthedraggingofasuitcase.I

lookupandyoucanseetheupstairs.Iswearthat

staircaseismadeofmarble.Nkosinathiandavery

cuteboycomesdown.TheystandnexttoSbhamu.

"SawubonaMa.",theysaysimultaneously.

"Uhheyhey.Youokay?"

"Yeboma.",answersNkosinathi.



"Youwillbestayingwithmetillyourfathercomes

back.Anduh...SinceschoolisclosedI'lltakesome

timeoffwork."

"Babasaidyouareourmom.Areyou?",saysthelittle

fellow.

IlookatSbhamuandMam'Thandiandtheyjustlook

atme.

"I-uh.Yes.Iam yourmom from nowon."

OhJehovah!Iam sweatingrightnow.

"Lets...Let'sgo."

Sbhamutakestheirsuitcaseandleadsthem outside.

"Ma.Aretheyallergictoanything?Aretheychoosy

whenitcomestofood?"

"No.Theyeatanythingaslongasthereismeat.

Theirbankcardisintheotherbag.Itsablackcard

sonopasswordneeded."

Didshejustsay?Nowaythesekidshaveablack

card!Idon'tevenhaveonemyself!Inodandwalk

outside.TheSUVsarereadyandthekidsareinmy

car.Igetinandlookatthem throughtherearview



mirror.Theyjustsittherelookingatme.Lordbewith

me.Idriveoffwiththecarsfollowingbehindme.I'm

playingsomeDrakeinthecarandNkosinathisings

along.Goodtasteyouhavekid.Iexplaintothe

guardsabouttheSUVsandIlieabit.Idriveinand

theyfollowbehind.Whenwegetouttheygoinfirst

tocheckifeverythingissafe.I'veneverbeeninthis

situationbefore.InoticeAndrewandNanawalking

towardsuswithPlutoontheirtail.Imisshim.Before

theyevenreachustheyarestopped.

"Iknowthem.Itsokay."

TheyareletthroughandPlutobarksatthesemen.

HisanxiousIcantellbyhistailandthehaironhis

back.

"ItsokayPluto.Comehere."

HerunstomeandIbrushhim tillhisabitcalm.Still

doesn'ttrustthesestrangers.

"Youcanenter.Allclear."

WemakeourwayinsidewiththekidsandIsitdown

assoonasIgetinside.ThethingsLangaputsme

throughkodwa.



"What'sgoingonUnyezi?",asksAndrew.

"Itsnothing.Y'allcanleavePluto."

Theyleavewithwarrylooks.

"NkosinathiandLanga.Mindsharingaroom?"

Theyshaketheirheads.

"Huh?"

"Chama."

"Okay.ThisismydogPluto.Hesleepsintheroom at

theendofthepassage.Yourroom isnexttohis.

Mineisthefirstone.Thatsthekitchenandthisis

thechillingroom.Itsasmallspace."

"Itsokayma.Weappreciateyoulookingafterus."

"Arey'allhungry?"

"Yeboma."

Thatsthebathroom.Hotwateristhere.Showerand

abath.Gotakeabathandgetcomfortableinyour

room I'llcooksomething."

Theystandupandheadtowardsthepassage.Okay.



Whatam Igonnacook?Istandtherewiththefridge

open.Worsandpap?Letaddabitofchakalaka.I

havesomeorangejuice.Okay.Istartcooking.

I'm halfwaythroughwiththepotswhentheycome

backdressedinFenditracksuits.Thesekidsarelike

the'richestkidsinmzansi'actuallyI'lllookthatlist

up.

"Ihavenetflix.BoxOffice.DSTvExploraallchannels

paidfor.Mylaptophasreallygoodmovies.And

thereisWiFihere."

"Wedon'thavephones.Babasaysweyoung.",says

Langa.

"Good.Thefoodwillbereadysoon.Grabsome

snacksinthatcupboardthere.Langaisthefirstone.

"NosugarLanga."

Hetakesoutpopcorn.Nkosinathitakeschocolate

biscuitsandSimbasaltandvinegarchips.

"There'sjuiceinthefridge.Milktoo."

Langatakesjuiceandtheygositdown.Assoonas

thepotsarereadyIdishupandleavethefoodto



cool.TheywatchingamoviesoIquicklygotakea

shower.Istandunderthecoldwaterandjustsoakit

allin.Theyallleft.Nocallnothing.Ididn'tthinkthis

ishowI'llmeetthekids.Theyseem wellgroomed

thou.IgetoutbeforeIstartcryingandwearsome

swagpantsandhoodie.Theystillwatchingamovie.

"Comeeat."

Theypausethemovieandstandup.Wesitonthe

counter.

"Let'spray.",saysLanga.

Iputdownmyspoonandholdtheirhands.

"DearGod.Blessthismealandthehandsthatmade

it.Thankyouforthismealasothersmaynothaveit.

Amen."

Weallsay'Amen'andstarteatinginsilence.I'm

takingthem onsomeshoppingforsnacksand

maybewinterclothesasitswinterseason.Maybe

wecangotoShakaMarineWorld.Plutoiseatinghis

dogfood.OhPluto.Wearewayintodeepnow.Ilook

atthiskids.Theydon'tlookanythinglikethe

Khuzwayos.ItsnoneofmybusinesssoIdon'tdwell



onthethoughtmuch.
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I'm intheocean.Itsastrawberryfullmoontoday.

Langawalksovertomeandhesmilesatme.We

bothnakedandIdon'tknowhowbuttheocean

opensupandheleadsusinside.Hestandsinfront

ofmeandcoversmybodywithhisandtheocean

fallsonus.IthinkI'm gonnadrownwhenItake

normalbreathes.Helet'smegoandwhenweturn

aroundwemetbywomenandmen.Anoldman

walksuptousandhesmearsuswithsomething

andpushesmeback.

Iwakeupsweatyandcatchingbreaths.Whatwas

that?I'm usedtonightmaresbutthisonefeltreal.

Eventhatpush.ItslikeIwasbeingpushedto

consciousness.Iwakeupandits05:24andIdon't

havework.Ilightupmycigaretteandgothroughmy

phone.Stillnothingfrom Langa.Ijustlistentomusic

tillits06:33andIgetoutofbed.Istartonbreakfast.

TheboysareupbysevenandI'm makingpancakes

now.Theylookcleanandsmellgood.Theyclean

freaks.



"Goodmorningma.",theysay.

Langahugsmeandtakesaseat.Myeyeswellupa

little.WhenwasthelasttimeIgotahug.Never

mindLangas.Hejustmademyday.Ievenstop

worryingaboutthatdream.

"EatupandafterthatwecangotoShakaMarine

WorldandPavilion."

"Ohma.Iforgot.Hereisourcard."

NkosinathihandsmeaNedbankBlackCard.We

mayneedthisfortheday.

"Okayzithandwa.Letmegobath.PleasepourPluto

somedogfoodifhewakesupwhileI'm still

bathing."

"Okaymama.",saysLanga.

Manthiskidwantstomakemecry.Ismileandhead

formyroom.Mama?Tome?Igetthatwarm fuzzy

feeling.Iundressandwalktotheensuiteandgetthe

waterreadywhileIsmokeacigarette.Igetinwhen

itsready.Itakea30minutesbathandwalkoutwith

myskinwrinkledup.Jeansandkicks.Where'sthat



2pachoodie?Uhthereyouare.Ifinishdressingup

andIjustspraymyunrulyafroabit.Ifindtheboys

doneeatingandwatchingTV.Plutoissittingwith

them andtheybrushinghim absentminded.Itakea

picture.

"Okayboys.Letmeeatandthanwe'llgetgoing."

"Okay."

Idishupwhat'sleftofbreakfastandeat.ItextNana.

Idrinksomejuiceandburp.

"Excuseme."

Igetmyhandbagandcheckifeverythingisthere.

Wherearemycarkeys?Yes.

"Let'sgoboys."

IopenthedoorandI'm metbymen.Whatthe?ShitI

forgotaboutthem.Nanawalkstowardsus.She

emptiesallherpocketsandsheisletin.Nkosi

passesPlutotoher.Langagivesherhisbag.

"Thankyou.I'llseey'all."

Ilockthedoor.



"Wherearey'allheaded?"

EishSbhamuMann!

"WegoingtotheShakaMarineandPavilion."

"TwowillaccompanyyouintheSUV."

"SoI'm notdriving?"

"No."

Ipasshim mykeysdefeatedandheadtowardsthe

bigblackSUV.Youcan'tseeshitfrom theoutside.

Itsjustblack.Theyopenthedoorforusandweget

in.ThekidsareusedtothisI'm theonlyuptightone.

Thedriveissilent.TheydriveintoShakaandpayfor

parking.Wegetout.Theymaintainadistancefrom

us.Ifyoudon'tknowtheywithusthanyouwon't

knowatall.IhaveLangashandI'm mine.Wehead

forsomecottoncandyfirst.

"Ilovecottoncandy!",shoutsLanga.

"Yesbaby."

Webuyandheadtowardstheaquarium.Weunder

theoceanjustprotectedbyglass.Wewalkinand

theseacreaturesmovearoundus.



"Ashark!"

Langatouchestheglassandheadmiresit.

Nkosinathiisinvestedontheotherside.Jellyfish.I

am alsoenjoyingthis.Iloveanimals.Wewalkout

afterenjoyingourselves.Wegointoeveryplace

beforefinallygoingtogetsomefood.Weareata

buffetstoreandthekidsareenjoyingthefoodand

soam I.Aftereatingweheadbacktotheparkinglot.

Theyopenthedoorsforus.

"Pavilion."

TheystartdrivingandLangaisonasugarrushfrom

thecandyhisbeeneatingtoday.Histellingmeabout

howkidsathisschoolwillbesojealousthathehas

aprettymom.Hemakesmepromisetoattendhis

meetingssohecanbragtotheteachers.Thiskidis

thesweetest.Hefallsasleeponmylapand

Nkosinathisleepsonmyshoulder.From eThekwini

toePavaisquiteadistance.Iam wokenupbythe

guardcallingme.

"Ma'am.We'vearrived."

"Thankyou."



Ishakethesetwoandweallgetoutstill

disorientated.Langaisholdingontome.Wewalk

insideandItakethem toSportscenefirst.Nokidwill

wearFendiandVersacebefore18.That'sawasteof

money.Ipickoutjeansforthem.Hoodies.T-shirts.

WepayandheadtowardsStudio88forkicks.

NkosinathipicksouthischoiceandIchoosefor

Langa.WeheadtoMrPrice.Ibuyhoodiesand

boxers.Wehandtheclothestotheguards.Wehead

toWoolworthsandIgetmyselfsomeknitted

jerseysandLangatakesonetoo.Ibuythem

toiletriesandskinproductforLanga.Ithinkthats

enough.Pyjamas!Ibuythem warm pyjamasand

headforgroceryshopping.Wepurchaseandorder

somepizza.Itsabitlateandsomeshopsare

closing.Weheadtothecarandwearetired.
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Ifeellikeasinglemotherlately.Nkosinathiwentout

withhisfriendsyesterdayandhecameback

smellinglikeweedandalcohol.Iquestionedandhe

answeredmelikeudilikaesihlahleni.Iwhippedhis

assandhiscleaningthehousealonetoday.

"Nathi!"

"Ma!"

Hecomesinwipinghishandsandstandsinfrontof

me.

"Ma?"

"WhenyoudonewashingthedishesironLangas

clothes."

Henodsandwalksoff.Iwon'tlivewithastonerand

alcoholic.Ihaven'tsmokedweedsincetheyarrived

heretobeagoodexampleandIdon'tsmoke

cigarettesinfrontofthem.Langaisbusyonmy

phone.AllIdoiscleanandcooksinceItooksome

timeofffrom work.Imisshavingsomethingtodo



sometimes.IgetupandNkosinathiispackingthe

dishes.It's15h45andIbetterstartcooking.Istart

takingouttheingredients.

"Ma."

IturnaroundandNkosinathiisstandingthere.

"I'm sorryaboutyesterday.Idontsmokeandneither

doIdrink.Yesterdaywasamistake.Iknowyou

missingworktotakecareofusandIshould

appreciatethat.SorryforthethingsIsaidtoo."

NowthatswhatIwantedtohear.

"Comehere."

Helandsinmyarmsandweembraceeachother.

Thischildissotall.

"Idon'tknowanythingaboutbeingamotherbut

meetmehalfway.I'm tryingmybesthere."

"Ithinkyou'redoinggoodmom."

Igetthatwarm fuzzyfeelingagain.Ineverthought

I'dbeamother.WeletgoandIgetbacktocooking.

Itsbeentwoweeksandtheystillnotbackandtheir

phonesgostraighttovoicemail.ImissLangasobad



andIneedtogetlaidsoon.

"Ma.Yourphoneisringing."

"ThanksLanga."

Itakethephone.Itsanunknownnumber.

"Hello"

Theotherpersonjustbreathesintothephone.

"Whenyou'redonebreathinghangyourself."

IdropthephoneandLangaisgonesoIputitonthe

counter.AsI'm gettingdonewithmylastpotitrings

again.Itsthesameunknownnumber.

"Donebreathing?"

"Sorryaboutthat."

Iam gobsmackedasIrecognisethedeepvoice.

"Langa?"

"Unyezi?"

"Wherehaveyoubeen?Doyouknowhowworried

I'vebeen?Actuallydon'tanswerthat.Fuckyou!"

IdropthecallandIfeeltearswellup.Dontcry!I



missedhim.Imissedhim.Heshould'vetoldmehe

wasleaving.Heisbackmaybe.Itakethephoneand

callthenumberagain.

"Hello."

"Langa?"

"ThisisNdabenkhulu.Letmegivehim thephone."

Thereisshufflingandyellingbeforehisvoicecomes

through.

"Unyezi.Uthukamina?(you'reswearingatme)"

WhodoeshethinkIwasswearing?Iwon'tapologize

forthatfuthiI'llsayitagainifIwantto.

"Youleftwithouttellingme.DoyouknowhowIwas

worried?Ihadafuckenbreakdownatworkthinking

maybesomethinghappenedtoyouormaybeyou

justdidn'tlovemeanymore.Ihadtotakethekidsin

causeMam'Thandilostherhusband!Ihadtobea

mom!Idontknowshitaboutbeingamom Langa!

Doyouknowhowfrustratingitwas?!Youletkids!

Kids!Wearclothesworthmyrenteverymonth!I'm

sexuallyfrustratedLanga!Don'tyougetit?Ifucken



loveyou!Actuallyfuckyouagain!"

IdropthecallandIsitdowncrying.LangaasNathi

walkin.

"Mama.Mom."

Iquicklywipemytears.

"Mybabies.Arey'allhungry?Wecanordersome

pizzabeforedinnertimecomes."

"Mom.You'renotokay."

Ilookatthem.Theylooksocute.Nkosinathilooks

reallyfemininebutyoucan'tmissthemasculinity

andLangaisacutie.WithLangacomingbackI'll

missstayingwiththem.Ihaveevengottenusedto

theguardsoutside.

"Let'sgosit.Grabsnacks."

WegrabsnacksandIswitchoffthestove.

"Wewatchingaction."

"Chooseamovie."

WesitdownandNathigoesthroughmovies.



"Yourdadcalled."

TheylookatmeandgetbacktowatchingTV.Weall

chillandwatchmoviestillweallhungry.Istandup

andgodishup.Somebodyopensthedoorabruptly.I

lookupanditsLanga.Hisbreathingheavily.

"Getout."

"Unyezi."

"Getout.Knock."

"Mkami."

"Isaidgetoutandknock!"

Heheadsforthedoorpissedandknocks.Iheadfor

thedoorandopenit.

"Hello."

"Unyezi.CanIcomein?"

Imakespaceforhim andthewholeKhumaloclan

walksin.Myapartmentisnotthatbigastheysiton

couchesandothersfindspace.Theboysarehappy

toseetheiruncles.Langaisstandinginfrontofme.

"Canwetalk?"



Inodandweheadformybedroom.Hestartspacing

asheentersandIclosethedoor.I'm waitingforhim

tostoppacing.

"Youaremakingmedizzy.You'llpaceaholeintomy

carpet.Hestopsandlooksatme.

"IthoughtIwasgonnaloseyou.IthoughtI-I-"

Hegrabsmeandkissesme.Imissedthis.Imiss

him.Ikisshim backasIpullhim closer.Ithoughtwe

weregonnatalkbutthisistalkingenough.Helifts

meupandputsmeonthebed.I'm alloverhim and

thewayhishumpingonmewithhisbulgeisdriving

mecrazy!Amoanescapesmymouthandhegroans.

Thatsoundagain.Hisgroansaresoenticing.

"Langa.",Imoanout.

Hekissesmyjawlineandtrailsdowntomyneck.

Helicksandblowsairearningamoanfrom me.I

rememberhisfamilyisinthelivingroom andIdidn't

closethepots.

"Khuzwayostop."

Hestopskissingmeandrollsovertothebedand



covershisface.Webothbreathingheavilyandlooks

atme.Imissedtheocean.Theoceanseemscalm

todayandthemoonlooksbeautiful.Myownlittle

haven.

"Uthefuckyoukimi.(yousaidfuckyoutome.)"

Ohthat.

"Yousaidittwice.Youraisedyourvoiceatme

Unyezi."

Isitupandlookathim.Hehashishandsbehindhis

headandthelookhisgivingshouldbemakingme

wetmypantsbuttheonlywetthingismypanties

causedoeshelooksexyangry.

"I'm notgonnaapologizeforthat.Youdeservedit.

Sorryforraisingmyvoiceatyouthou."

"Doyouloveme?"

Hesitsupmakesmesitontopofhim.Ilookathim.

DoIlovehim?Yes.I'vefallensohardIswearhisallI

thinkabout.

"Ido.Idoloveyou."

WhenheleftwithoutsayinggoodbyeIthoughtIlost



him.Ikeptoncreatingscenariosinmyheadofwhat

mayhavehappenedtohim andIbrokedown.The

onethatscaredmethemostishim dead.Ifeelhis

fingersrubbingmycheeks.

"I'm sorry.Stopcrying.IknowIwaswrongbutI

didn'tknowhowI'dtellyouwhereIwasgoingwith

whatawaitedmeathome.Iwasscared."

"Wherewereyou?"

"Iwenthome.EChamtu.Ineededanswers."

Hekissesmeandwegototheothers.Idishupand

itsnotenoughsoImakenoodlesforme.Theytake

theirplatesandIhandLangahis.

"Whyareyoueatingnoodles?"

"Thefoodwasn'tenoughforallofus."

"Comeeatwithme."

Langathou.Hemakesmesitontopofhim and

feedsme.

"I'm fullnow."

"Eat.You'velostweight."



HekeepsonfeedingmetillIfeellikeI'llburst.He

stopsfinallyandItrygettingoffhim butheshakes

hishead.Heeatswhiletalkingtohisbrothers.

"You'resleepingoverright?",Iwhispertohim andhe

nods.

Hethinkshegotawayeasy.Iwanthim totellme

whythefuckheleftwithouteventextingme.PlusI

needtogetlaid.
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LangalamiissharinghowIwhippedNathisassand

madehim dothecleaningandtheylaughing.

"Baba.Ebenzaso(hewasdoingthis)"

HethanmimicsNathiwhilescreaming"mamayoh!

Sorryma!Ngekengiphinde!Mamayhiii!"andthese

bigheadsarelaughing.

"Yekaniumtanami.Woza."

Nathistickshistongueoutandcomestome.

"You'llturnthesekidstopussies.",saysLanga

"SoNkosinathiawusho.Bakushayeleni?",asks

Khulekani.

Helooksatme.I'm notgonnalieforyou.

"I-Icamebackhomelate.DrunkandhighandIwas

disrespectfultoma."

"Didyousayhigh?Ubhemaintsanguwena?(you

smokeweed?)",Langaaskshim andNathidoesnt

answer.



"Disrespectful?DisrespectfulNkosinathi?Woza

la!(comehere)"

Heattemptstograbhim butIjumpinfront.Theyall

standup.

"Khuzwayo.Mxolele.Sengimshayile(forgivehim.I've

hithim.)",Itryreasonjng.

"MaGemahlehla.Nkosinathiwozala.(move.come

here.)"

Ndabenkhulutriessnatchinghim andIpullhim away

from him.

"SengimshayilekodwaboKhuzwayo.Uxolisile

futhi.(I'vehithim.Heapologized.)"

"Baba.Ungamshayi.(don'thithim)",Langalamitries

reasoningtoo.

"Phumani.(leave)"

TheyallsendlookstowardsNkosinathiandheholds

metighter.

"Gotoyourroom.Don'tforgettobrushyourteeth."

Theygototheirroom withLangaapologisingfor



tellingthem abouttheincident.Igoopenthedoor

andtheygettinginsidetheSUV.Theguardsarestill

here.Langaclosesthedoorandcomestowardsme.

HelightshiscigaretteandIclosethedoorandstand

nexttohim.

"I'm sorryforNkosisbehavior.We'lltalktohim."

"Itsokay.Pubertyhitshard.Justdon'thithim."

Hehandsmethecigaretteandpullsmetostandin

frontofhim.Theguardsarelookingatus.

"You'dmakeagoodmom."

"No.Iam agoodmom."

Helooksatmeandsmiles.Thosedimplesagain.I

blowsmokeonhisfaceandhecoughs.

"HayimanUnyezi!"

Ilaughathim asIputthecigaretteoutandwewalk

backinside.Icleanaroundandputthedishesinthe

dishwasher.Icheckonthekidsandtheysleeping.I

refillPluto'swaterandclosehiswindow.Hisbeen

playingwiththekidsandtheylovehim.Iwalkinmy

room anditsempty.Theshowerisrunning.Istrip



nakedandIstandbythedooradmiringhim.Hisgot

verynicelegsandtheylookgreatwiththose

brackets.Hisgotverymuscularthighsandtheyhave

thosev's.Inevernoticedwhatacutebutthehas.

Hisbackmusclesflexashemoveshisshoulders.

HowdidIgetthismantobemine?Hisperfect.His

gotthisbeautifulgoldenbrownskinthatlooks

beautifulasthewaterstreamsdownhisbody.

"Icanfeelyoureyes."

Heturnsaroundandhesmiles.Hissmileliterally

makesmeweak.

"Joinme."

Iwalkintheshowerandthewateriscoldcausing

metoshriek.Iturnthewatertemperature.Asitgets

warm Ifeelhim behindme.

"Soyoureadytotellmewhatyouhadtodoback

home?",Iaskwithoutturningaround.

Ifeelhim washmyback.

"Wehave...Itsacurse...Noactuallyitsablessing.

Youprobablywon'tbelieveme."



"No.Tryme."

Heturnsmearoundandstartswashingmychest.

"ItsaKhuzwayothing.Weonlyshallimpregnateor

getpregnantbyasoulchosenforusbythe

ancestors.Itssortoflikeasoumate.Those

soulmateswillseeacertainsceneryinoureyes.The

moonandtheocean."

"Thatmeansyou'vefoundyoursoulmateandits

notme.Itstheboysmother."

HeholdmeasItrypullingaway.

"Theboysarenotmybiologicalsons.Theirmother

overheadaconversationshewasn'tsupposetohear

anduseditasanadvantage.Shehadusfooled.

Mademebelieve...mademebelievetheboyswere

mine.Sheleftassoonassherealisedwehadfound

outthetruth.Butyou.You'rearemytruechosenone.

Evenifyouweren'tIwouldstillchooseyou."

"I'm anathiestandneitheram Itraditional.Ifthat's

howitisthanokay."

"Didyouhaveanyweirddream ofme?"



"No.Actuallyyes.Wewereintheocean.Icould

breatheunderwater.Weirdright?Therewerepeople

there.Thisoldmensmeareduswithsomethingand

hepushedme.Iwokeupafterthat."

Hesmilesandkissesme.Hepressesmeagainst

thewallandheuseshiskneetopartmylegs.His

handgoestomyvaginaandhepartsmyfoldsand

rubsmyclit.Heinsertsonefingerandheinserts

anotherandIflinchabit.Ihaven'thadsomeina

while.

"Stillintact."

Andhegoesbacktokissingmeashepumpshis

fingersinandoutwhilehisthumbrubsmyclit.Ifeel

abuildcoming.IgriphisshouldersasIcum.Helifts

mylegupandputsitaroundhiswaist.Heinserts

himselfandIsquirm alittle.ManIforgothowbighe

is.Afterafewsecondshestartsmoving.Ihaveto

admit.Iwashavingahardtimewithmycravingsbut

thekidskeptmebusy.Hestartsoffslowly.His

kissingmyneckandrunninghishandupanddown

mythigharoundhiswaist.Hisotherhandisplaying

withmynipple.



"IloveyouMaGema."

Ilookathim andthemoonandoceanarethere.

"Iloveyoutoo."

HegoesindeeperandIarchmybackashehitsmy

g-spot.Hekeepshittingmyg-spotandIcum.My

legsareshakingasIbegintoslidedownthewallbut

Langapicksmeup.Heturnsoffthewaterandwalks

tomybed.Helaysmedownsoftly.

"CanIgetabitrough?I'm alittleagitated."

Didhejustaskformypermission?Inodmyhead.

"Useyourwords."

"Yes."

Hestandsupandtakesouthisstringfrom his

swagpantandcomesbacktome.ManIlovebeing

tied.Hetiesmyhandstogether.

"Keepthem there."

Hegoesoutandcomesbackwithicecubes.Heputs

oneinhismouth.Hecomestowardsmeandhe

kissesmeandhestartstracingkissesfrom my



jawlinedownwards.Thecoldnessofhislipsis

sendingmeovertheedge.Heplayswiththeiceon

mynipplesandhetracesthem downtillmybelly

button.Heleavesitthereandturnsmearound.Ifeel

him enterfrom behindandhegoesdeep.Shit!He

startsgoingreallyfastandheisgoingdeeper.I'm

tryingtokeepitdownforthesakeofmykids.Iuse

thepillowtosubsidemymoans.Hespanksmybutt

andholdsmyhipsashestartsdrillinginme.He

pullsonmyhairanditallowshim deeppenetration.

"Langa!I'm gonnacum!"

"Cum forme."

Iletitallout.Heturnsmearoundputsbothlegson

hisshoulders.Heentersslowlyandyouknowthat

deep"mmh"soundwhenheputsitallin.We

maintaineyecontactashethrustsinme.Hishitting

alltherightspotsandIwon'tlast.Hestartsmoving

fasterandIstillhavemyhandstiedandIwannado

somethingwithmyhands.

"Pleaseuntieme."

"No.",andheupshispace.



Ineedtograbsomething.Iam bitingmylipssoI

don'twakeupthekids.

"Langa.Mmmmh."

"Youlikethat?"

"Yes.Yes."

Hekeepsonhittingmyg-spotoverandoveragain

andifIknewtheKhuzwayoclansI'dbepraisinghim

rightnow.Icum reallyhard.

"CanItakearide?"

Helooksatmeanduntiesmeslowly.Helaysdown

andIgetontopofhim.Hehelpsmeinserthim and

hefeelsbiggerinthisposition.WhenI'm

comfortablewithhissideIstartmovingbackand

forthandmovingmywaist.HeatbyChrisBrown

playsinmyheadandI'm movingwiththebeat.Up

down.Sideways.Fronttoback.WhenI'm really

feelingitLangastealsmyshineandholdmyhips

humpingfrom underneathme.Can'thebe

submissiveforafewminutes?Ican'tsayI'm not

lovingthewayhismovinghiswaistthou.Thereis

somethingabouthisstrokes.I'm tryingtokeepup



withhim buthislikeafastmixtape.I'm holdingonto

histhighswithmybackarchedandmytittieskeep

onbumping.Hegrabsoneandpinchesmynipple

andthatistheendofmecausingmetocum.He

turnsusaroundandmakesmeholdmythighstomy

chest.Heinsertshimselfandmoveshiswaistin

circularmotion.Hestartswithhisfastpaceagain

andthispositionisgivingmealotofsexual

advantage.OurgroinsarerubbingandIam

scratchinghisback.Heiskissingmyneck.His

thrustsaredeepandhisstrokesreallyfast.I'm

gonnacum.

"Langa."

Helet'soutagrowlandIsquirt.Afterwegetdown

from ourclimaxhetakeshimselfout.Hekissesme.

"Iloveyou.",andherollsover.Hetakesouta

cigaretteandlightsit.Myheadisonhischest.Itake

thecigaretteandsmoke.

"CanItakeyouondatetomorrow?Withthekids?"

"Yes.I'dlikethat."

"Thankyouforbeingthereforthem whileIwasnt



around."

"Khuzwayo.Howrichareyou?"

"LikeOwnjetsandhelicopterskindofrich.Don'task

mybankbalance.Iwearthatonmywrist."

HetakesouthiswatchandIhavenoideawhatitis

butthosearediamondsIswear.

"OtherwiseBillGates.Keepyourrichlifeawayfrom

me."

"Independentmami."

Hespanksmybuttandkissesme.Iputoutthe

cigaretteandwelayineachothersarms.Wemoving

fastIknowbutlovemakesonelosebalance.



Ireceivedacallfrom areaderandshesentmedata.

Pleaseletyourselfknownunderthispost.You're

appreciated.
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Iwokeuptoanemptybed.Hissidewasstillwarm

soIknewhejustgotout.Isatupandtheburning

betweenmylegsandthestiffnessremindedmeof

yesterday'sactivity.Istoodupgentlyandwenttothe

bathroom.Ifilledthetubwhilebrushingmyteeth.

MybodyhadlovebitesalloverandIsmiledalittle.

AssoonasIsoakedmyselfasighescapedmy

mouth.

"Mkami!"

"Bathroom!"

Heleansonthedoorframeandfoldhisarms.Does

hehavetolookthisenticing?Welookateachother.

Nowordssaid.Meswimminginhisoceaneyes.I

am notatraditionalpersonbutwhathesaid



yesterdayaboutthechosenoneanditsbeenonmy

mind.Maybeitsthetruth.ThatsahugeMAYBE.

"IloveyouKhuzwayo."

"Iloveyou.Adoreyou.Appreciateyou.MaGema."

"Arethekidsawake?"

"I'llbedone.I'm suretheyhungry."

Istandupfrom thetub.

"Wait.Iorderedpizza."

Ilookathim.Maybehisjoking.Ilaughandhis

serious.

"What?Pizza?ForBreakfast?Killme!"

Heshrugsandwalksaway.Whointheworldgives

kidspizzaforbreakfast?Iwalkoutthetub.Thepain

hassubsidedandIcantolerateit.Ihavethat"Ijust

gotbanged"glow.Idressupandgotothekitchen.

Thekidsquicklyclosethepizzabox.

"ItwasDad'sidea.",Langavoicesout.

"MakesomenoodleswhileIfixy'allsomething.Did

Plutoeat?"



"Ifedhim ma."

Iwalkuptothem andkisstheirforeheads.

"Goodmorningkids."

"Goodmorningmom."

"Whereisyourfather?"

"HetookPlutoforawalk.Hisneverwalkedadog

before.Wetoldhim NanadoesitandhesaidandI

quote"ngekengihlulweintoencaneaswalkinga

dog(Iwon'tbedefeatedbysomethingassmall)"so

welethim be.",Langafillsmein.

"Yourfatherisgonnagivemewhitehair."

WelaughandIgetbreakfastready.Imisswork

honestly.IhavetotalktoLangaaboutthekids

visitingmeonweekendscauseIlovehavingthem

aroundbutI'm notBillGatesdaughtersoIgotwork.

Iam dishingupwhenLangawalksin.Hisheaving

andsweaty.Didhegoforarunorwhat?Hepours

himselfsomewaterandgulpsit.Plutofollowsafter

him andheadsforhiswaterbowl.

"Andthen?"



"ItookPlutoforawalkandendeduprunnningafter

him.Neveragain!"

Ilaughathim asheheadsforthebedroom.Plutois

notevenonaleash.HisnevertakingPlutoonawalk

everagain.

"Breakfast!"

Theboyscomerunningandtaketheirseats.

"Guessthewalkdidn'tgowell.",Nathisays.

"HeendeduprunningafterPluto.Whotakesadog

forawalkwithoutaleash?"

"Stopdiscussingme.",hecutsin.

"Butshamemyeniwami.SticktowearingBrentwood

andleavethedogwalkingtoNana."

Heclickshistongueandsulksandwedeadwith

laughter.Thisissobeautiful.ItwasmeandPluto

butnowIhavethissmalllittlefamily.Family?Letme

notgetaheadofmyself.Wehavebreakfastmaking

funofthedogwalker.



LANGALAKHELIHLE

IthinkI'lladmiredogsandkeepitlikethat.I'm not

walkinganydoginthislifetimeagain.Iputthepizza

inthefridge.Guesswewon'tbeeatingthat.The

boysareoutonthecouch.Stayingathomebores

them.Acallfrom SeniorKhuzwayocomesthrough

andIanswer.

"Baba."

"Ndodana."

"Unjani?(howareyou)"

"I'm okay.Whenam Imeetingmydaughter?"

"AhBaba.Waituntilafewmonthspassby."

"Sheworksatoneofmylawfirmsson.I'llintroduce

myself."

"Babayoucan't-"

Hedropsthecall.Thisoldtimerisgivingmea

headache.Atextcomesthroughfrom Thando.

"CanIhavetheboyssleepover?Imissthem."

Heeh!Igettextsnow?No'heybigbrother'?Abo



Thandobayakhulayazi.Unyeziisstandingbythe

windowinherroom smoking.She'sjustinmyt-shirt

andherthicklegsandthighslookcreamy.Lordher

booty!AndthewayshebendwhenI'm hittingitfrom

theback!ItslikeGodholdsmyhandandislike

"Don'tcrymyson."everytime.Iwalkuptoher.

"Babe."

"Mmmh."

"Ngenzeni?(whatdidIdo)"

"Nothing.I'm justthinking."

"About?"

"Ineedtogetbacktowork.Canthekidsvisitonthe

weekends?"

"We'lltalkaboutthat.Mysisterwantstoseethe

boys."

"Whydoesitseem likeyou'reaskingformy

consent?"

"CauseIam."

"Whyisthat?"



"You'retheirmother."

Sheturnsaroundandputsoutthecigarette.She

needstostopsmokingbutIwon'tvoicethatout.

She'llchewmyheadoff.

"That's...Wow.Uh...Thankyou?"

"Unyezi.Thankyouyani?"

"Thankyoufortrustingmewithyourkids."

"Sthandwasami.Itrustyouwithmylife."

Shethrowsherhandsaroundme.Herhugsareso

warm.Sheislikeateddybear.Arealhumanteddy

bear.Thefuck?!Whatam Ievensaying?Iinhaleher

scent.Shesmellsofme.That'sthemostperfect

scentshecaneverwear.Ikissherhead.Westay

likethattillshebreaksitup.

"Shecanfetchthem.Whenisshebringingthem

back?"

"Tomorrowmaybe?"

"Okay.I'llpacktheirclothes.",shesaysyawning.

Shemuststillbetiredfrom lastnight.Wesleptlate



withallthatheatwehadupinhereyesterday.

"Catchsomez's.I'llpack."

"You'resure?"

"YesIam Mami."

Shesmilesandkissesme.Herkissesareso

addictive.Theyalwaysleavemewithawholezoo

insidemystomach.Shepullsaway.Ilookatherand

shelooksback.Wehavingoneofthoseintenseeye

contactmoment.Shehasbeautifulbrowneyesand

theylookbeautiful.She'sbeautiful.Ileadhertobed

andtuckherin.Sheyawnsandhangsherhandover

thebed.Iwalkouttogopackthisboysclothes.I

textThandothelocation.Theboysroom looksreally

clean.Surprising.WhenIopenI'm surprisedthey

boughtsomuchclothesfrom home.Istartpacking

andIrealisehalftheseclothesarenew.MrPrice?

Khuzwayoboys?MrPrice?Ilookatallthetagsand

mostofthehoodiesarefrom MrPrice.Sincewhen?

ThishasUnyezialloverit.Mysisterwilldefinitely

getalongwithher.Shethinkspurchasingexpensive

clothesonlineforkidsisawaste.ItsamanthingI



don'texpectwomentogetit.Ipacktheirnew

normalclothes.NkosicomesinasIpackhisGucci

hoodiein.

"No.Putitback.Mom saidthoseclothesarefor

specialoccasions.Thatswhytheyontheotherside

ofthecloset.Youwanthertokillme?Shelooks

reallysoftbuttrustmeherbeatingsaint."

Hetakesitandfoldsitnicelyandputsitaway.Is

thismyson?

"Youcanfoldnow?WondersofUnyezi!"

"Guessallweneededwasher."

"Sitdownwithmeson."

Wesitontheirbed.

"Areweleavingalready?"

"Notyet.You'regoingtoAuntiThandosplace."

"Ohokay.I'vemissedher.Ican'tevencallher."

"Slick.Yougettingaphoneonyourbirthday."

"I'llwait."



"Doyousmoke?"

Heshiftsawayfrom meabit.

"Nodad.Itwasaonetimething."

"Lalelala.Ifyouthinksmokingmakesyoucoolthan

you'rewrong.Ifyoufeelyouhavetosmoketofitin

thanthosefriendsaren'treal.Youneedtoknowyour

purposekid.You'reasmartboy.Don'truinthatby

beingajunky.IsmokeyesbutIworkhardformy

money.IwasbornrichbutIknowwhatitslikegoing

tobedhungry.Wehadtoughlove.Wegratefulforit

too.Yourmkhulumaynotbetheworld'sgreatest

dadbuttrustmewhenIsaywithouthisteachings

andpunishmentsI'dprobablywouldhavediedat18

ondrugoverdoseatanexpensiveapartmentcauseI

wasaspoiltbrat."

"Igetyoudad."

"Iloveyouson."

"Iloveyoutoodad."

"Whataboutme?"

WemetbyLangastandingbythedoor.



"Weloveyoutoo."

Hecomestowardsusandpullsusinforahug.Wait

tillImarryUnyezi.We'llbetogether.Happy.

Hopefully.
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ItsbeenafewweekssinceI'vebeenbacktowork.

Theboysdocometovisiteveryweekend.MrMaya

isgoingthroughadivorcesoI'm dealingwitha

grumpyoldman.HehascourttodayandIam

dreadingwalkinginsidehisoffice.Istandupand

standatthedoorforafewminutesbeforeknocking.

"Ngena!(comein)"

Iwalkinandhestillkeepshisneatpersona.

"Youhavecourtinanhoursir."

"Okay.Youcanleave."

Istandthereforawhile.Didhejust?NoIdoubthe

did.Ichuckleandhelooksupatme.

"HumormetooUnyezi."

"Nodisrespect.Asimplethankyouwon'tkillyou."

HelooksatmeandIstareback.Idon'tcareifheis

mysuperiorrightnowbutIdeserveaminor'thank

you'.



"ThankyouUnyezi."

"Mypleasuresir."

IwalkoutandtakeadeepbreatheasIexithisoffice.

I'vebeenlosingmycoolalotlately.I'm suremy

periodsareontheway.Ineedasmoke.Ihead

outsideandwhenIlightthecigaretteIjustendup

puttingitout.Idon'tfeellikeitnomore.Ilightitup

again.Itakeafewpuffsbeforegoingbackinside.

"Unyezi."

Ilookatthefemaleinformalclothing.Sheworks

here.IthinkhernameisThembi.

"Thembi."

"MynameisThandi."

"Ohsorry.HowmayIhelp?"

"Itsokay.Youdon'ttalktouseitherwaysoIgetitif

youdon'tknowmyname."

Ifshe'stryingtomakemefeelbadthanitsnot

working.

"Thandogettalkingplease."



"Thandi."

"Forgiveme.Ihaveathingwithnames."

"Anywaywehostingapartyforuscolleagues.Friday

night.Wouldyouliketocome?"

"I'llbethere."

Ismileandwalkaway.I'm notgoingthere.I'm not

lookingforfriends.Iwalktomystationandstart

working.

Iam disturbedbypeopleleaving.Itsknockofftime

already?Ifinishupwhenthatpainonmysidehits

meagain.IstopwhatI'm doingandsitstill.I'vebeen

havingitforafewweeksnowandI'm startingtoget

worried.Istandupandpackup.Iwalktomycar

withmypressedtomyside.IgetinsidemycarandI

letthetearsfall.Thisisreallyirritatingandpainful.I

drivetotheGarageandbuywater.Idrinkpainkillers

withsomewateranddrivehome.AssoonasIarrive

atmyapartmentmyphonerings.ItsLanga.

"Khuzwayo."



"MaGema."

"Howareyou?"

"I'm okayjustmissingyou.Andyou?"

"I'm okay."

Iwanttotellhim Ihaven'tbeenokaylatelybutIdon't

wanttoworryhim.

"LangasaysImustaskyouifyoucanattendhis

meetingatschool."

"Whenisit?"

"Fridayafterschool."

Greatexcusetomissthatpartyatwork.

"Okaysthandwasami.HowisNathi?"

"Hisokay.YouknowIlikeitwhenyoucallme

sthandwasami."

Ilayonmybedpressingmyside.

"Ngempelasthandwasami?(forrealmylove)"

"Ngempelamkami."

"IloveyouKhuzwayo."



"IloveyoutooMaGema."

"Ishofuthi(sayitagain)"

"Ngyak'thandaMaGema."

"Letmesleepabit."

"You'reokay?"

"Justaheadache."

"I'llcheckonyoulater."

"Okay."

"Bye."

"Bye."

WedropthecallandIclosemyeyeswithmyhand

stillonmyside.Thispainbetterendsoon.

(Iknowit'sshortbutsomethingbeforey'allsleep.)
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Theboysarecomingoverfortheweekend.Iam

cleaningaroundwhenIcutmyfinger.Assoonas

thebloodstartsoozingIhaveaflashback.

"Pleaseletmego.Iwon'ttellanyone.Justletme

go.",myvoicecomesouthoarse.

Ichokeonmysobashegroansandspillshissperm

onmyface.

"Youslut!"

Thebossyonecomestowardsme.Hetakesouta

knifeandkneelsinfrontofme.Iam scaredandmy

bodyhurts.Somebodyhelpme.Whyme?Youkeep

onfailingmeGod.Youdiditagain.Youpromised

andletmedownagain.

"Withthismark.Youbelongtome.Anymanyou

sleepwithwillseethis."

HeholdsmythighanddrawsanXonmyinnerthigh.

Thebloodoozes.Crimsonredbloodstainingwhite

tiles.Ifeelmyselfsuccumbtodarkness.



"Unyezi?"

IlookupanditsLangaandtheboys.Hesendsthe

boysaway.

"Areyouokay?"

Ilookathim.Howdoessuchaperfectspecimenfall

forsuchabrokensoul?Hehelpsmeupandcleans

thebloodoffmyfinger.Istandtherewatchinghim

cleanupmyblood.Anotherflashbackflowsin.

Ikneeltherescrubbingthewhitetilesofmyroom in

theorphanage."MakeitquickUnyezi.Beforethey

see."Iscrubtilltheshinecomesback.HowIwishI

canscrubmysoultillitsascleanasthatfloor.

"Youokay?Unyezi?"

Ijustlookathim.I'm sureheknows.I'm surehegets

disgustedwhenhelooksatme.Iseehim

approachingme.Don'ttouchme!Iletoutablood

curlingscream andhestandsback.FightitUnyezi!

Fightit!Isitdownwithmychinonmyknees.Fightit!

Fightit!Ifeelhim touchmybackanditarousesme.I

turntolookathim.Ipullhim inforakiss.He

hesitatesbeforekissingmeback.Hepullsawayand



Ipullhim backin.Ineedyourightnow.Thatsthe

onlywayIcanforget.Hestandsupwithmeinhis

arms.Heleadsustomyroom andputsmedownon

thebed.

"Yousure?Youdon'tseem okay."

"I'm sure.Noforeplay.Berough."

Helooksatmeandhestartstakingoffhisclothes.I

takeoutminebeforepullinghim inforakiss.He

kissesmebackhungrily.Hishandsarealloverme

andIjustwanthim insideme.

"Khuzwayo."

Henodsatmeandpositionshimselfatmyentrance

beforeheslamsintomemakingmearchmyback

andholdhim tighter.HetrieskissingmebutIduck

andheendsupkissingmyneck.Hestartsbeing

reallyroughwhenheseesI'm rejectinghisaffection.

ThisiswhatIwanted.Iam tryingmybesttokeepit

down.Hekeepsondrillingintomeandmakingsure

hegoesdeep.Hebitesmyneckandthepainsends

meovertheedge.Webothcum andhecollapses

besideme.Heusedallhisenergy.Iknowitsselfish



ofmebuthesaidhecouldhandlemyaddiction.My

addictionhasaflaw.WhenIcan'thandlemypast.I

am notlookingforamakelovesession.Iwantyou

toram intome.Makemefeelpain.Iclosemyeyes

andletmyhandhangoverthebedandasalways

thedemonundermybedgrabsit.Iletthedarkness

takeme.I'llwakeupbetter.
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Iwakeuptosomeonelookingatme.Iopenmyeyes

andI'm metbyLanga.Isitupandtheburnbetween

mythighsmakesmegroan.Hisjustsittingthere

lookingatme.HewantstosaysomethingIcantell.

Guesshewon'ttalksoIstandupandheadforthe

bathroom.

"Unyezi.",hisvoicesoundsdifferent.

Ihaltinmystepsbutdon'tturnback.

"Lookatme."

Iturnaroundslowly.Hisnowstandingupand

walkingtowardsme.

"Doyouloveme?"

"Yes."

"Doyoutrustme?"

Whereisthisgoing?

"Yes."



"Youdon'tkeepsecretsfrom someoneyouloveand

trust.Whathappened...I'veneverseenyoulikethat.

Yourejectedmyaffection.YouwerehurtingIsaw

thatbutthatshouldn'tbeanexcusetohurtothers."

Ilookdownguilty.Ican'thelpit.ItjusthappensandI

can'tcontrolit.

"Whycan'tyoutrustme?Notonlywithyourbodybut

yourheartandsoul."

Hestandsinfrontofmewithhishandsfolded.His

givingmeanintenselookandIcan'tmaintaineye

contact.

"Lookmeintheeye."

Ilookathim.Themoonisstillthereandtheocean.

"You'retroubled.Yourheartisatwar.Whydoyou

keepfightingit?Yourshipshavesunk.Yourcapital

isdying.Makeanalliancewithme.Letmehelpyou

fightit."

Itryholdinghim buthemovesback.

"WhenItriedtocomfortandyouscreamed.You

scaredme.IthoughtI'vedonesomethinguntilI



lookedintoyoureyes.Youreyeslookeddead."

Itrymovingtowardshim buthemovesback.

"Khuzwayo.Holdme."

"NoMaGema.Igaveyoueveryinchofme.Itrusted

youwithmykids.Youfailtogivemeyourheart.You

failtotrustmewithyoursoul.SoIwon'tholdyou.

YouneedwhatIgiveyouright?TheonlytimeI'llhold

youiswhenyoudecidetousemybodyforyourown

addictionagain."

"Langa."

"I'llordersupper.Itoldthekidsyouweren'twell."

HewalksoutandIstandthere.Hiswordsplayingin

mymindlikeabrokentape.Overandoveragain.I

walkintotheshowerandthewateriscold.Isit

underthewaterandcry.Iwishitwaseasy.IwishI

couldjustpourmyheartoutandlethim inbutI'm so

scaredofmypast.Ifeelhandsliftmeupandtake

meoutunderthecoldwater.I'm shiveringandIam

goingtocatchacold.Langasitsmeonthebedand

hesmearsVaselineonme.Hedressesmeinhis

hoodieandswagpantsandhehairdrysmyhair.He



startsdoingcornrowsandIjustsitthere.Hefinishes

hiscornrowsandheputsahatonme.

"Let'sgetyouwarm."

Hetucksmeinandhekissesmyforehead.Ihaven't

feltlikethisforsolong.Itsbeenayear.Itakemy

phoneassoonashewalksout.Ilookforher

numbers.'DrSambo'.Icallhernumberanditrings

beforesheanswers.

"DrSandraSambo."

"UhheyDoc.ItsUnyezi."

"Unyezi?Thelasttimeyoucalledwastocancel

therapy."

"Ineedhelp.PleasesendthatSexAddictGroup

address."

"Really?"

"Yes.IthinkI'm ready."

"Youmetsomeonedidn'tyou?"

"TheaddressSandra."

"Okay.I'llsenditthroughemail."



"Thankyou."

"Bye."

Idropthecallandopenmyfrontcameraandtake

outthebeanie.Hiscornrowsareneat.Iwonder

wherehelearnttodothat.Ican'tevendocornrows

myself.Hewalksinandhehasatraywithabowl.

LordI'm gonnadie.Whatishebringing?

"Ican'tcookbutIknowhowtomakenoodlesoup.

Here."

Isniffandhehandsmeatissue.Ihavearunnynose.

Iblowmynose.

"Openup."

Iopenmymouthandhefeedsme.Iam goingto

thatgroupforhim andthosetwokidsintheliving

room butmostlyme.HekeepsfeedingmetillI'm full.

HehandsmepillsandIdrinkup.

"Getsomesleep.Weplayingvideogames.Shoutif

youneedme."

HewalksoutandasalwaysIletmyhandhangover

thebedandthedemonundermybedgrabsitandI



fallasleep.
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Isitupinthemorningandtheheavyfeelinginmy

heartisstillthere.IlookatLangaandhisstill

sleeping.Ienvyhislongeyelashes.Thouhehas

reallythickeyebrowsbutIhavetoadmitmineare

thickandbushywellIam ahairybeing.Helickshis

lipsandhiseyesfalteropen.

"You'reokay?"

"Yes.Canwegoouttoday?Thebeachmaybe?"

Hesitsupstraightandtheblanketsfallofftillhis

torsoexposinghisupperbodycausingmetolook

away.

"Yeah.I'lltellthekids."

"No.Iwill.Ihaven'tseenthem sincetheyarrived."

Ilookathim andhislookingatme.Helookspained.

"What'swrong?"

"Youpale.Youreyesarepuffy.Damnmami."

"Damnmami?Whotaughtyouthat?"



"Nkosinathi."

"Uthandaizinto!(Youlikethings.)"

"Damnmami!"

Ichuckleandhesmiles.Hisgotthedeepestdimples

andthemostcutestsmile.Hisgotsmalllazyeyes

andwhenhesmilestheylooksmaller.

"You'restaring."

"You'reperfect.",Isayabsentminded.

Didhejustblush?

"Didyou-?Langa!",Isaylaughing.

"He.emahnUnyezi."

Hestandsupandhurriestothebathroom.

"Khuzwayo!"

HeclosesthedoorandIchuckle.Thatwassocute.

Hisphonerings.

"Langayourphone!"

"Answerit."

Itsanunknownnumber.



"LangalakhekihleKhuzwayosphone."

Damnhehasonelongassname.Iranoutof

breathesayingit.

"Langa.",itsafemale.

"Hisnotavailablerightnow.Wouldyoumindleaving

amessage?"

"Whoareyou?"

"Unyezi."

"Unye-what?",hertoneisunappreciatedthisside.

"Ma'am.Doyouhaveanymessageyou'dlikemeto

passon?"

"TellLangathatIknowwhathedidtomysister.Tell

him NtokozoMayezacalled."

ShedropsthecallandIshrugmyshouldersplacing

itdown.Idothebedandhaveasmokewaitingon

Langa.Hewalksoutwithatowelaroundhiswaist.I

lookawayashewalkscloser.

"Whowasit?"

"NtokozoMayeza.Shesaidtotellyousheknows



whatyoudidtohersister."

Fearpasseshiseyesbeforehecoversitupvery

quickly.

"Oh.Wewon'tbegoinggothebeach.I'llcallSbhamu

in.Ihavesomethingtodealwith."

"Whatisthat?"

"We'lltalkwhenIgetback."

Ileavehim thereandgotakeashower.Hewalksin

laterdressed.Iwalkoutoftheshowerandtakeout

theshowercap.

"I'llbeoutfortheday.I'llcallyou."

Hekissesmeandhepecksmyforehead.

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Hekissesmeonelasttimeandwalksoutfast.I

havemyownshittodealwithsoIgetdressed.The

boysarewatchingTV.

"Goodmorning."



"Mama."

LangarunstowardsmeandIlifthisheavyassup.

Hegivesmeakissandhehugsme.Imissedthis

littlefellow.Iputhim down.

"Heyma."

Nkosinathihugsmeandholdson.

"You'reokaynowmama?"

"Yes.Mommyhadsomeflu."

"We'rehungry."

"Softporridge?"

"Yesplease."

Ileavethem withtheirTVandgotothekitchen.I

listentomusiconmyphone.Isthereanyonewho

isn'thealedbymusic?SpeakbyJheneAikocomes

onandIsingalong.

"Im movingon.

I'm puttingonmyfavouritedress

Theoneyouhated



saidIlookednakedin

Fuckyouropinionaboutit

I'm feelingbestIwonthideit."

IpassthemirrorinthehallwayandInoticehowpale

Iam.Ismilealittlefor30secondstillmybraingets

themessageandmyhypothalamussendspositive

emotionsthroughoutmybody.Ihearcarsparkingin

frontofmyapartment.Iopenthedooranditstwo

SUVsandSbhamuandhismenwalkoutandIwave

andtheynod.Iwalkbackinsideandcheckonthe

potsandkids.IcheckmyemailsandSandrasent

theaddressandevensenttheirphonenumber.I

decidetocallitanditringsforawhilebeforea

femaleanswers.

"SexAddictionGroup.Hello."

"Hey.Iwanttostartattendingthegroupmeetings."

"Okayma'am.Weareopenonweekdays.Youcan

signinasamemberafteronemeetingwiththe

group.From 18pm-20pm."

"Thankyou."



IdropthecallandIturnoffthestoveanddishup.I

leavethebowlstheretocooloff.

"SoLangawhatisthismeetingaboutthatI'llbe

attending?"

"I'm enteringapoetrycompetition.Soourteacher

wantstotalktoourparentsaboutit.Sheshould've

sentlettersbutprivateschoolsandunnecessary

meetings."

"Okay.I'llbethere.Iwanttomeetmydaughterinlaw

futhi."

"Shestillisbeatingaroundthebush.Itoldherlast

weekthatIloveher."

"Loveher?",Iaskhissmilingself.

"Yes.IaskedDadifhelovesyouandhesaidyes.I

askedhim howdoesitfeellovingyouandIquote

"WhenIseeherafterabaddayIimmediatelyfinda

reasontobehappy.Shegivesmeawholezooinmy

stomach.Whenshesmilessomethingtugsatmy

heart.She'sallIcanstareat.Allday.Everyday.I

don'tmind."andhesaidawholelot."



IsmileandIfeelabitemotional.Thatsthemost

sweetestthingI'veheardsomeonesayaboutme.

"IsthathowyoufeelaboutSamantha?"

Yes.Mydaughterinlawiswhite.She'sallLanga

tellsmeaboutwhenIcallthem.

"Yesmommy.She'ssobeautiful.Ithinkshe'san

angel.You'reanangeltoomommy."

Cute.Ismileandkisshisforehead.

"Nkosinathi."

"Mom don't."

"Comeon.Anygirl?"

"No/Yes.",theybothsay.

NathigivesLangaadeathstare.

"Ahsothereis.Tellme.Isshebeautiful?"

"Moooom.Thefoodisgettingcold."

Hegetsupandwalksoutonus.MeandLangalaugh.

"Comelet'sgoeat.",IsaygrabbingLangashand.

Wewalktothekitchenhandinhand.Weseatonthe



barstoolsandgrabourbowls.We'retheonlyones

thateatsoftporridge.Langalakhelihleisa'meatis

importantformybody.'wellIguessthatsjustthe

MANinhim talking.

"DoyouwantabirthdaypartNathi?"

"Yes.Somethingsmallthou.Fewfriendsandthe

family."

"Yourgirlfriendwillcometoo?"

"Mom."

"Okayokay.I'llfoundoutwhosheisthou."

"OhGod.Ifitsnotdaditsyoumom."

"I'm sureyourfatherknowsheralready.Hisslythat

one."

"Ibeggedhim nottosearchforher."

Wecarryontalkingwhileeating.

"Yourphonemama."

LangapassesitoveranditsLanga.Ineverchanged

hiscontactname.Itsstill"MyeniWam"nanamhlanje.



"Sthandwasami."

"Yousoundhappy."

"Iam.LangaandNkosinathihavemeinfits."

Hechucklesbeforehetalkstosomeoneonthe

otherside.Itsverynoisywhereverheis.

"Whereareyou?"

"I'm orderinguslunch."

"Okay.You'vedealtwitheverything?"

Iemphasizeonthedealtpart.Icouldtellbyhistone

andbyhisbodyposturethathistypeof'dealing'was

adifferentbutIdon'twannaknowsomethingthat

maytaintthelittlebitifinnocenceIhaveleft.

"Yes.I'llbehomeinafew.Weneedtotalk."

Weneedtotalk?Doesheknowhowthosewords

cangiveoneanxiety.Ifhewantstotakeabreak

from usthanbehasanotherthingcoming.HisallI

gotsoheain'tgoingnowhere.ManIsoundlikea

psychorightnow.Maybehewantstotellmewhat

hewasdealingwith.Idontevenwanttoknow.

Maybehewantsto...Arghletmestopthinkingtoo



muchintothis.

"Unyezi?"

"Uh...Yes."

"Don'tworry.Itsnothing.I'llseeyouwhenIget

back."

"Okay."

Idropthecall.Whattodo?Westuckindoors

eitherway.Nathiiswashingthedishes.Heknowswe

haveadishwasherbutthatsforwhenthedishesare

alot.

"Langa?"

"Mama."

IfollowhisvoiceandhisinPluto'sroom.They

playingandPlutoisbarkinghappily.Ijointhem and

weareplayingfetchindoors.Hisroom provides

enoughspace.Wekeepthrowingballsandhe

fetchesthem tillwealltired.Wealllayonthefloor.

Nkosinathipeepsinandlaughs.

"Really?Andy'alldidn'tinviteme?"



"Nexttimebuddy.",Isayheaving.ManI'm gettingold.

"Let'sgo."

MeandLangastandup.

"Let'sgoPluto."

Hejustlooksatuswithhistongueout.Hisnot

gettingupfrom thatfloor.Wewalkoutofhisroom

andIneedtogetahousewithabigoutsidespace

forPlutotoplay.

"Where'smyphone?"

"Onthecouch."

Itakeitandopenthecamera.

"Selfie?"

Theyallcomeandsitnexttome.Wetakepictures

andevengoliveoninsta.Myfollowerslovethekids.

TheyloveLangascutenessandhisblabbermouth

andthegirlsloveNkosinathismasculinityandhis

femininelooks.Khuzwayowalksinaswegooglehis

clannames.Weallstandupandpraisehim.

"Khuzwayo.Gumede.Qwabe.MguniKaYeyeye.



Khondlo.",wegetstuckandIstartululatingandthe

boysstartdancingandtheyarenailingtheZulu

dance.

Langaislookingatusandsmiling.Heputsthetake

awaysdownandmakehim standinfrontofthe

camera.Hestartsdancingwiththeboysandweall

dance.Weallstoplaughing.Hekissesme.

"Iloveyou.I'm happytoseeyousmilingagain."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Ihughim tight.

"Okay.Weareheretoo.",Langaburstsourbubble.

Hetakesmyphoneandstopsrecordingthevideo.

Langasitsusdownandshowsusthevideo.Ilookat

myselfandIhavetoadmitI'm happy.IlookatLanga

andthekids.Thesethreemenmakemehappy.

"Iboughtlunch."

Weallstandupandgotothekitchenandthekidsgo

fillPluto'sbowls.WhenIopenthefirsttakeawayits

pap.Iopenthesecondoneandittribe.Sohebought

ustribe?Iopenthethirdoneanditsstilltribe.So



muchtribe?ItsnotlikeImind.

"Wheredidyoubuyit?"

"ThisotherplaceineMlazi."

Itakeapieceandputitinmymouth.Mytastebuds

danceandImoanalittle.

"Youeatingchilliwithmeoryoueatingwiththe

kids?"

"I'm goingchilli."

Iopenthecupboardtotakeoutplatesbuthestops

me.

"Usu?Eplatini?You'reasomodern.(tribe?Ona

plate?)"

Hetakesthetakeawaysandheadstothekitchen.I

takeoutjuiceforusandhiscastlelite.Isitdownon

themattooliketherest.Langapraysforthefood

andhisthefirstonetograbapiece.

"Imissedthis.",Langasays.

"Iknow.",Khuzwayoanswers.

"Sothisisafrequentthing?",Iask.



"Itsourlittlefamilytradition.Weusuallydoitwith

auntyanduncles.",Nathienlightensme.

"Ihaven'tmetyouraunty."

"Shecomesdownforourbirthdays.She'llprobably

behereformyparty.",Nathisays.

"Whatthemeshouldwegofor?"

"Blackandsilver."

"Younevergowrongwithblack.",Iagree.

"SowillyouinviteAmahle?",Khuzwayosayslaughing.

"Amahle?",Iam confused.

"That'syourson'sgirlfriend.",Langasaysjoininghis

dadinlaughter.

"SohernameisAmahle?I'm suremuhle."

"Ohyessheis.Mysonchosewell.",Khuzwayogloats.

"Ican'twaittoseeher.We'llhaveherMrsPartychair

rightnexttoyours."

"Mom.Dadyouseeyouractions?",Nathiwhines.

"Ican'twait!",Isayclappingmyhands.



Wegetbacktoeatingtalkinghereandthere.Ihave

totellKhuzwayoabouttheSexAddictGroupI'llstart

attending.I'm goingtotryandabstainfornow
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Iam drivingtoUnyezisplacetofetchher.Sheis

attendingoneofherSexAddictionMeetingsandshe

askedmetoaccompanyher.Whenshetoldme

aboutitIwon'tlieIwashappy.Iwasjusthappythat

sheisfinallygettinghelp.Idon'tknowanything

aboutthisgroupbutshe'sbeencallingmeafter

thesemeetingsandshesaysshelikesthem and

likeshownoonejudgesher.I'm also'abstaining'

withher.ItsaFridayandsheleftforworkearlyand

wehaveabouttwohoursbeforehernextmeetupso

Iwanthertosleepoverfortheweekendatmyplace

andIneedtoconvinceher.Iparkmycarandwalk

outandIknockbeforeentering.She'ssmokingweed

bythesmellofitandPlutocomesandjumpsonme.

"HeyBuddy."

Helicksmyfacebeforerunningoff.Iwalkintoher

room andshe'ssmokinginjustherg-string.Ihaven't

hadsomeintwoweekssinceshestartedhermeet

upsandIhavebeenbeatingmyownmeatbutwith



thatbootylookinglikethatI'm tryingsohardtonot

seduceherrightnow.

"MaGema."

ShesmilesatmeandoffersmeherjointwhichI

accept.Hereyesareredandsmallandshecan't

stopsmiling.Iwonderhowmanyofthesedidshe

smoke.ShegotthestrongestweedandIstealsome

ofherjointssometimes.

"Uright?(you'reokay)"

Shenodsandshesmileswiderthistime.

"You'rereallyhigharen'tyou?"

"Youhavenoidea."

"Howareyougoingtoparticipatewiththegroup?"

"Istillhavetwohourstocalm down.Youarehere

early."

"IknowIwantedtotalktoyou."

"Talk?Okay."

IsitnexttoherandsheclimbsontopofmeandI

surpressmygroan.Shecan'tdothistomerightnow



causeIdon'tknowhowlongIcanholdon.

"I...Iwantedtoaskyoutosleepoverthisweekend."

"Atyourplace?"

Inodandclearmythroat.Sheisgoingtokillme.Her

breastsarealluponmyfaceandI'm keepingmyself

byfrequentlylickingmylipsfrom suckingthem.I

inventedsexbyUshercomesonandIfeelhermove

herwaisttothebeat.BoKhuzwayohelpasonout

here.

"IhaveneverbeentoyouractualplaceandIwantto

seehowlargeyourgardenisandmaybewecan

haveNkosinathisbirthdaythere."

"Yeahitsbigenough."

"Iknowitsbigenough.",shesaysseductively.

Shemakesmedownandkissesme.Iam goingto

cum byherjustdryhumpingmealone.Sheistrailing

kissesdownmyneckandshehelpsmeoutmyT-

shirt.ItryturningusoverbutsheretaliatesandIlet

herhavehermoment.Shetrailskissesdownmy

chestandshetracesherhandsonmydowntomy



pantsandrubsonme.Itrygrabbingherhandbut

shejustinsertsitinsidemypantsandtakesmy

alreadyharddickinhersoftsmallhandandrubsit

upanddown.

"Unyezi."

Sheshushesmeandpullsmytrackpantsdownand

grabsmydickwithbothherhandsandshebreathes

onit.Iam breathingreallyheavilyandmybody

shootsupwhenshelicksthetip.

"Dammit!"

Sheputsmeinandmyhandgoesstraighttoherhair

andgripsit.Hermouthfeelssowarm aroundmy

dickandIkickoffmyshoes.Herotherhandplays

withmyballsandI'm praying"Goddon'tletmebust

quick.".

"Unyezi.Shit!"

ShedeepthroatsmeandIsitup.Shecirclesher

tonguearoundandusesherhandtogoupanddown

andhermouthfollowsit.

"Ifyouagreetoletmerideyouwithnointerruptions



thanIwon'tmakeyoucum rightaway.",shesays

lookingupatmeasherhandstillmovesupand

down.Ishakemyheadandshedeepthroatsme

againandsqueezesmyballsgently.

"Fuck!Okay!Okay!"

ShesmilesandremovesherunderwearandIkick

mypantsoff.Sheclimbsontopofmeandbalances

herhandsonmychest.Ihelphergetitinandshe

wincesabit.Manthewayshefeelsaroundmydick

makesmeteary.Shestartsmovingupanddown

andIthinkthesongplayingisPussyFairybyJhene

Aikoanddon'taskmehowIknowthat.Shegoes

backandforthandshehasherheadfacingupwith

hereyesclosedwithhermouthopenandIspankher

assandsheincreasesherpace.Iam groaningand

thefactthatI'm holdingmyselffrom turningusover

ismakingmefeellikeI'm onedge.Sheclenchesher

wallsaroundmeasshecumsandthatcausesmeto

groanandIcum afterher.ThisiswhyIhatethis

position.

"ManImissedthat.",shesaystakingmeout.



"Weren'tweabstaining?"

"WewerebutIneededatleastoneroundthatswhyI

madeyoucum quick."

"Mademecum quick?"

"Iknowafewthingsaboutthehumanbody.Damn

mybreathesmellslikedick."

Webothlaughandshestandsuptogowipeherself

andsurelybrushherteeth.IgetdressedupandI

lookatthetime.Westillhavesometimeleft.I'm

hungrysoIheadtothekitchenandshehadcooked

soIdishupandeat.Shecomesoutdressedupand

putsherhandsonherwaist.

"Youshould'vedishedupformetoo."

"Sorry?"

Shedragshertonguethroughherteethanddishes

upforherself.She'sgainedalotofweightandher

bootylookslikeameal.

"Stopstatingatmybutt."

SheturnsaroundgivesmestinkeyeandIsmile.



"Eatupsowedon'trunlate."

Shenodsandsitsnexttome.Weeatsilentlyand

shepoursmeaglassofwater.

"Let'sgo!"

Shetakesmyhandinhersandsmilesatme.She's

beenveryaffectionatelately.Sheevencallsme

whenshefeelsdownandlet'smeholdher.Icansee

agreatchangesincehermeetingswiththatSex

AddictionGroupstarted.Iopenthedoorforherand

jumpintoghsdriversseatbeforedrivingoff.Shehas

herhandonmythighandIkeepstealingglancesat

her.She'sreallybeautiful.Sheisveryhairy.Herface

ishairyandshehasalittlemoustachewhichIfind

cute.I'm stilllookingforherfamilyandwemight

haveatrace.

"Iloveyou."

Ilookatherandshe'ssmiling.

"IloveyoutooMaGema."

Shesqueezesmythighandlooksoutsideher

windowagain.Istillhavetotellheraboutme



searchingforherfamily.Ineedherasmywife.I

needherbymysideforever.She'smypeace.The

onlyswimmerinmylonelyocean.
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"Iwaskidnppaedfor11yearsbymyfather.Hekept

meinthebasementandeveryonedeemedme

missing.Hehadturnedmeintohisslut.I'dfall

pregnantandhe'dgivemeabortionpills.Itwasthe

mostpainfulpainI'veeverfelt.I'vehad5abortions

already."

Shecriesandhermotherholdsherhandwithtears

inhereyesandIenvythatbutIhaveLanga.She

calmsdownandcontinues.

"IhadtoomanyunprofessionalabortionsthatIhad

aninfectionandIthoughtIwasdying.I'dlaythereat

nightandI'dhearmymotherprayIcameback.I

wantedtoscream andletherknowIwasunderher

kitchenfloor.Whenhecameasusualwhen.mom

wasouthefoundmelayingsilence.Ihadlost

consciousness.Hecalledanambulanceinpanic.

Themoststupidestmovebutsmartmove.Iwokeup

inhospitaland...Mymotherwastherewitha

detective.Myfathernexttothem lookingatme.I



blabbed.Itoldthem everythingishispresence.He

wasarrestedbutthefearinmefollowedmearound.

Ihadlosttheabilitytoproduce.Iresortedtocrack

andIsleptwitholdmen.Iwasanaddictofsexand

drugs.Mom neverstoppedpraying.Ialmostdied

causeIwasoncrackoverdose.IknewIhadtoseek

help.Spentayearinrehabbeforecominghere."

Thegroupissilentabitwitheveryoneholdingback

theirtears.IboughtLangaovertodaycauseIwasto

openupthedeepestofsecretsofmyself.

"ThankyouSerena.Unyezi."

IlookedatthewomaninchargeofthisandIlooked

atLanga.Henoddedatmeandatearfellfrom my

eye.

"Iam UnyeziSosiboasyouallknow.Ilivedinan

orphanage.I-"

IlookatLangaandhesqueezesmyhand.

"ThefirsttimeithappenedIwas18.Theywere3

boysallofthem livedintheorphanage.Istill

remembertheirnamestilltoday.Sthembisowasthe

leaderthefirstonetotaintmyinnocence.I'venever



criedsomuchinmylife.Esethuheldmymouthshut.

Vuyowasthelastoneandwhenhewasdonehe

spilledhissperm onmyfaceandcalledmeaslut.

WhentheywerealldoneSthewalkedtowardsme

withapocketknifehecarriedaroundandmadean

exonmyinnerthigh.Theirwassomuchblood."

IchokeonmysobandLangapullsmeclosertohim.

Hisgripisfirm aroundmeandhisjawkeepson

moving.

"Istoodupandcleanedtheblood.Iscrubbedtillthe

tilewasclean.IwouldscrubmyselftillIbledbutI

stilldidn'tfeelclean.Itcontinued.Countlesstimes.I

knewIhadtogetoutofthere.Isleptwithainvestor

intheorphanageandhegotmeajobasaPAata

lawfirm.Istartedusingkenforsexualpleasure.Igot

addictedtothewaytheymadefeelandIlikedhaving

them succumbtome.OndarkdaysI'dget

flashbacksandthewayoutofallthatpainwassex.

Notanykindofsex.Theroughsex."

Ilookdownastearsstream downmyfaceandfor

onceIacknowledgedwhathappenedtome.



"Noamountofsexwillmakeitallgoaway.",Langa

whisperedinmyear.

Hewasverytenseandhekeptflaringhisnose.I

rubbedmyhanddownhisarmsandhelookedatme.

Theoceanwaswildandthemoonshinedbrighter.

Hispissed.Ilaymyhandonhisshoulderasmy

tearskeptfalling.Somethingfellonmyhandthat

wasonhisthigh.Water?Ilookedupandthere

wasn'tanysignofdripping.IlookedatLangaandhe

wascrying.Igavehim ahugandhisbodyshookin

myarms.

"Dismissed.Wehaveindividualsessionsfrom next

weeksincewefinishedourlasttalkers."

Istoopupwithhim inmyarmsandIwalkedus

outside.Westoodineachothersarmsandhisbody

wasshakingm.

"Khuzwayo.Calm down."

HelookedatmeandIwiperhistearsandstoopon

mytoestokisshiseyes.

"It'snotyourfault.Itsnotmineeither."



Henodsandopensthedoorformebeforehopping

intohisseat.

"Wefetchingyourclothes?"

"Yes."

Hedriveswithhishandonmine.Ifeellike

somethinghasbeenliftedoffmychest.Isteal

glancesathim andhecatchesme.

"Iloveyou.Thankyouforbeingwithmetoday."

"Iloveyou.I'm alwayshereforyou."

ThatpainonthesideofmystomachshotbackandI

grimaced.Ihadforgottenaboutthat.Ieven

developedamkhaba.Iclosemyeyesasthepain

hitsmylowerabdomen.

"Shit!"

"What'swrong?"

"Ihavethispain.Mmmh.Fuck!"

HetakesalefttoDurdocPrivateHospital.Ihate

hospitals.Ifeelwetnessinmyorigin.Ilookdown

andmylightbluejeanshaveblood.Periods?Ihavent



hadthem in2months.IlookatLangawithmyeyes

wide.No!Godpleaseno!Irememberwehaven't

beenusingprotectionandIhaven'tbeentaking

morningafters.

"I'm bleedingLanga."

Helooksdownandhiseyesgowideandhisspeed

excelerates.Iscream asitgetsworseandforthe

firsttimeeversinceIwasmeIpraytosomeone.

"Idon'tknowwhatI'vedonetohaveyouhateme

Godbutpleasedon'ttakemybabyawayfrom me.

Please.I'veletyouletthingshappentomeandthis

timearoundifitiswhatitispleasedon'tletit.Ibeg

you.IswearI'llstartbelieving.Justdothisonething

forme.Illdomoregood."

"Baby?",Langaaskswideeyed.

Theywheelmeawayassoonastheyseeusandhis

questionremainsunanswered.Iam sedatedcauseI

am screamingforthem tosavemybaby.Ican'tlose

anotherpartofme.Iwon'tsurviveit."BoSosibo

abahle.Helpadaughterout.NgiyanicelaboGema.

OMshingila.OThusi."AndIloseconsciousness.God



ifmysuspicionsarecorrectthanIbegyou.How

comeIdidn'tnoticesoon?Iwasgainingalotof

weight.Mystomachhadgrownplumper.Mymoods

wereeverywhere.IhopeitsnotwhatIthinkitis.Let

itbesevereperiodpains.
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"Langaanswerme."

Hekeepslookingatmewithredeyes.Ihavebeen

askinghim whathappenedandhisjustlookingat

me.Ablackfemalewalksinadoctorscoatandshe

clearsherthroat.

"Howareyoufeelingma'am?"

"I'm inpain."

Shewalksuptomeandchecksthesehospital

devicesbeforewritingeverythingdown.

"Whathappened?"

"Youwere9weekspregnant."

"Were?"

"Yes.Youlostthebabyma'am."

Iclosemyeyes.IguessI'm notGodsfavourite.

"Whatcausedit?"

"Wearedoingtestsandwaitingonresults.Doyou



smokema'am?"

"Yes.Ididn'tknowIwaspregnantthou.Iwould've

stopped.IswearIwould'vestopped.Thisismy

fault."

"We'renotsurewhat'sthecauseofthemiscarriage

ma'am.I'llbekeepingyouheretillthetestresults

areready.MrKhuzwayosaidthefoetuswillbe

buried."

ShewalksoutandIcan'tevencry.Atleastiftears

escapedI'dcryitallout.Ididn'tnoticeIwas

pregnant.SureI'vegainedabitofweightandallbutI

justthoughtitwasbecauseI'm happy.Ilookat

Langaandhehashisheadinhishands.I'm surehe

blamesmeforthis.Iwassosuremylifewastaking

adifferentstep.IwassosurethatI'llfinallygeta

chancetobehappybutIguessthatisnotforme.

"I'm sorry."

Heliftshisheadupandhestaresatmerightinthe

eye.Hisoceanisreallywildandhismoonisvery

dark.

"Itsnotyourfault.Ishould'veusedprotection."



"We'rebothtoblameonthat."

"Icalledthefamily.They'reoutside.ShouldIletthem

in?"

Inodslowly.Iwanttocrysobadbutnothingis

comingout.ThewholeKhuzwayoclanwalksinand

thereisagirlandanoldmanwiththem.

"Sawubonandodakazi.",theoldmansays.

Hisreallynotthatoldbuthehasafewwrinklelines

andtheresemblanceinthisroom isserious.

"NgiwuBabawabafanabakaKhuzwayo.(I'm the

fatheroftheKhuzwayoboys.)"

Ifigured.Theystandaroundthebed.

"Langatolduswhathappened.Hasthedoctorsaid

anything?"

"No.Theywaitingontheresults."

"Theywon'tfindamedicalexplanation."

"Sorry?"

Ndabenkuluopensthedoorandtellssomeoneto

comein.Averygoodlookingwomandressedin



traditionalbeadsandclothswalkedinafterhim and

stoodatthefootofthebed.IlookatLangaandhe

nodsatme.

"Sosibo.Gema.Thusi.Mshingila."Shechantsmy

clannames.

I'm stillveryconfusedastowhatsgoingonhere.

"Nayiindodakaziyenuilandelwaifuelimnyana

ngenxayezonozikanyoko.(Hereisyourdaughter

beingfollowedbyadarkcloudbecauseofher

motherssins.)"

"Sondelanikuyenimboniseindlelaegodukayo.(come

closerandshowherthewayhome.)"

Shestartsgruntinganddancingaroundtheroom.

"Ngithivumanibo!"

"Siyavuma!".

Shestopsandlooksmestraightintheeye.

"Yourmothercommittedasin.Hersinsareonyou

andtheancestorshadtakenawayyourdaughter.

Youneedtogohomeandapologiseonyour

mother'sbehalf.Isnotyoumightaswellkill



yourself."

Didshehavetobesoinsensitive?Shewalksout.

"Idon'tevenknowmymother.WhydoIhaetobe

theonesuffering?IfuckenhateherandifIfindher

aliveI'llcutherwombout!"

Langaholdsmeandbeinginhisembracetriggers

somethingm andIletthetearsfall.Whydoesmylife

alwaystakealeftwhenI'm happy?Whydoesithave

tobemethatsuffers?Mymom isprobablylivingin

peaceandhereIam.IlostmychildforsomethingI

havenoknowledgeabout.Idon'tbelievein

traditionalstuffbutIhavetodothis.Wherethefuck

am Igoingtofindmyfamily?Icryevenlouderand

Langajustholdsme.Shesaiditwasadaughter.

Theytookawaymybabygirl.AllbecauseIwas

birthedbyasnakeofawoman!Idon'tthinkI'll

bouncebackfrom this.Imightaswellkillmyselfas

thattraditionaldoctorsaid.Ihavebeenthroughso

muchalreadyandjustwhenIthoughtIwasgetting

myhappyendingthishappens.

"Iboughtyousomefood.",thegirlsaysandsmiles



atme.

"I'm notreallyhungry.Ijustwanttogohome."

"Dadcanorganisethatbutifonlyyoueat."

Langatakesthefoodfrom herandgrabsaspoon.

Themoodinmywardissotenseandsombre.My

heartachessobad.Langahasn'tcriedorsaid

anything.Hefeedsmeashisfatherwalksout.I

movemyfaceawayafter4spoonsandheputsit

away.Hegoesbacktohiscornerandsitthere.

Everyonelookssosad.Ilaydownandholdmy

stomach.Iletthetearsfallagainandmysobsare

theonlythingheardinthatward.Anotherpartofme

takenawayforcefully.Whydopeoplethinkthatthey

cantakefrom mylifealltheywant?
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Ithinkwhathurtsthemostisthatwedidn'tknowwe

wereexpecting.Itwasthereanditwasgone.Noone

would'vepreparedmeforthis.WhenUnyezitoldher

storyandIheardhersobssomethinginsideme

moved.Ican'tbelieveourfellowbrothersbreak

womenlikethis.DadhadgottenUnyezidischarged

andheissadthathehadtomeetherlikethis.We

weredoingalrightandthishadtohappen.Unyeziis

sittinginthepassengerseatwithherheadfacingup

andhereyesclosed.Shehasherhandsonher

tummy.NgibongauMamabyBlaqDiamondandI

blinkawaythetears.

"NgibongauMamangempiloenginayo.Ungikhukise

uwedwangingenababa.Ohashabalalaamaphupho

wakho.Wazinikelakiminjengomtanawakho."

Shesingssoftlybeforeasobbreaksout.Shecries

reallypainfullyandlet'soutascream.Istoponthe

sideoftheroadandeveryonedoestoo.Iopenmy

doorandheadforhers.Iopenitandtakeherinmy



arms.Wesitonthefloorandshecries.Iholdmy

tearsback.Ineedtobestrongforher.Mybrothers

andsistercroachinfrontofus.

"Stopholdingitbafo.Khala(cry?",Khulekanisays.

IshakemyheadandpullUnyezicloserasherhold

tightensonme.IfeelalumponmythroatandItry

swallowingit.

"Khalandodana.(cryson)",Dadsays.

Ican'tcry.Ifwebothcrywhoisgonnacomfortthe

other.SheneedsmeasstrongasIcanbe.Thando

triespullingUnyezifrom myeyesbutIholdher

tighter.

"LetmetakeUnyezi.Comeonbhuti.She'sstillin

painandholdingthistighttohermighthurt

her.",ThandosayspullingUnyeziawayfrom me.

TheywalktoDadscarandtheydriveoff.Iremainon

thefloorlookingatwherethecarwent.Sheneeds

me.ItrystandingupbutBhekikhayapushesme

backdown.

"WhatdidIteachyouLanga?",Dadsays.



"Thatrealmencry."

"Nowwhyareyounotdoingdo?"

"IhavetobestrongforherBaba."

"Andwhodoyouexpecttobestrongforyou?"

"Obafo.Nawe."

"Andwecanbestrongforthebothofy'all.Handall

yourleadstoNdabenkuluandhe'llresumelooking

forthegirlsfamily."

IlookatNdabenkuluandhenodsandpatsmy

shoulder.

"Khalabafo."

Iputmyheadonmyhandsandthefirstsobescapes

mylips.TheysitnexttomeasIcry.

"Tearsofpain.

Aninnocentlifelost.

Hermotherswombleftempty.

Herfathersheartscattered.

Tearsofabrokenman.



Criesofabrokenwoman.

Anangellosttotheancestors.

Asacredsoultakeninrevenge.

Adaughterpayingforhermotherssins.

Herwailspiercinghearts.

Hissobsringingouttotheworld.

OKhuzwayobasezinhlungwini.

Weholdhands.

Wecrytogether.

Wehadalllost.

Adaughter.

Anieve.

Asister.

Agranddaughter.

Mayhersoulrestinpeace.

Weshallkeepherinourhearts.

Hersoullivingamongstusall.",Bhekikhayasaysthis



poem andmysobsfallinsyncwithKhulekanis

humming.

Irememberthisritualofours.Westarteddoingit

whenmotherdiedandDadwassad.Bhekikhaya

freestyledapoem aswehummed.Wecarriedon

doingitforeveryoneofuswhowassad.Itnevergot

old.TheyhelpmeupandIletBhekikhayadrive.My

criesareheardinthecarasDadkeepsontellingme

toletitallout.I'veneverfeltsomuchpainbefore.I

can'tevenrememberthelasttimeIcriedafter

Bongeka.Weallgetoutafterthecarisparked.We

walkinsideandThandoisinthekitchenwithher

elbowsonthecounterandherhandsentwinedand

herheadbalancedonit.

"Amen."

Sheendsherprayerandlooksatus.Shenodsatme

andIheadtomybedroom andIfindUnyezisitting

ontopofthebed.Hereyesneverlookedsodead.I

sitnexttoherandholdherhand.Ifeelastrongurge

topray.IpullUnyezidownwithmeandwegoonour

knees.Ican'tpraybutI'lltry.



"God."

WordsgetstuckonmythroatandIjustcry.Weboth

cryonourkneesandsheholdsmeclose.GodIcan't

sayanythingbuthearmycries.MyheartsaysallI

wanttosay.Ihavetofindherfamilysoon.Wehave

todothenecessarytohelpherfindpeace.Iwas

goingtofatheradaughter.IhearthedooropenandI

lookuptofindLangaandNkosinathi.

"Mkhulutoldus."

Langajustthrowshishandaroundusandcries.

Nkosinathijoinsinandwemournthedeathofour

daughterandtheirsister.Wegoingtogetthrough

this.Wehaveto.Ijustneedalittlemoretimeto

comeintotermswithyesterdaysactivities.

Bhekikhayaspoem playsinmyheadandIfeelmore

tearsflowdown.Ifeelaheadachecoming.
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Itsbeenweekofpainandtears.Dadhadgotten

Unyezialeavebutnoonetoldheritsbecausehe

ownsthecompany.Wedecidedtoburythefoetus.It

hadn'tdevelopedreallybutweverytraditional.We

arealsogoingtohaveacleansingceremonyfor

UnyeziandDadsuggestedthatIgetcleansedtoo

sinceI'm thefather.Wealsofoundalead.Itsina

villagenotfarfrom oursandifitsthecorrectlead

thanwe'reidiots.IgocheckuponUnyezioutside.

She'slayingonthegrasswithLangaandNkosinathi

andtheyarelookingatthemoonandstars.She

reallylovesthemoon.Ilovethemoontoobuther.

Unyezi.Themoon.Shehastakenalikingofthe

gardenandshespendsmostofhertimehere.

Thandostandsnexttome.

"She'sbeautifulbhuti.",sheremindsme.

"Herbeautysuppressesthatofthemoon."

"She'sUnyeziafterall."

Westandtherelookingatthem andInudgeThando



sowewalktowardsthem.

"Mama",Langacallsout.

"Boy."

"DaddysaysSphiwoisinheaven."

Shesmilesatlooksatmoon.Imissedseeingher

smile.

"Hiswrong."

Haai!

"Thanwhereisshe?"

"Upthere."

Shepointsatthemoonandwealllookup.Thando

sitsnexttoNkosinathiandIsitnexttoLanga.

"Mommylovesyou."

"Daddylovesyoutoo."

"BhutiLangalovesyou."

BhutiLanga?Weallchuckle.

"BhutiNkosilovesyou."



"Auntylovesyoutoo."

"Mkhululovesyou.",dadsvoicemakesusturn

around.

"Malumelovesyou."

MybrothersallfollowandItakeUnyezishand.She's

gettingabitemotional.

"Mkhulu."

"YeboMzukhulu."

"SphiwoiswithGogo."

Mydadsmileswithtearsinhiseyes.Afterallthese

yearshestilllovesher.

"IloveyouMkami."

Wealllookupatthemoon.IloveyouMa.Ismile

andkissUnyezishand.Shehasgivenusherlovefor

themoon.

"Thandoweren'tyousupposedtocallthem for

food?"

"Iwasbutthismomentwasbetterthanfood."



IhelpUnyeziupandIkissherforehead.

"Iloveyoumamawabantwanabam."

Shesmilesandwipesawayhertears.

"Iloveyoubabawabo."

Ihugherandshereturnsit.Inevergetoverherhugs.

TheyarethewarmestandsoftesthugsI'veeverhad

aftermoms.IkissherheadandIlookatthemoon.

Twomoonsinmylife.WhatmorecouldIeverask

for?Wewalkinsideandwejoineveryoneonthe

floor.ItsfamilynightasThandocookedAfrican

breadandTribe.Langaprayandwedigin.Ifeed

UnyeziasmuchasIcan.Shehaslostweightbut

she'sstillasbeautifulasthefirstdayImether.

"Wefoundtwoleadsonyourfamily.",Ndabenkhulu

fillsherin.

"OneineGugwinianotherinSwaziland."

"eGugwini?Justaroundthecorner?",dadasks.

"WewillheadthereafterSphiwosethusburialand

yourcleansingceremony."

"Whatif-"



"Nowhatifsmakoti.",Khulekaniinterruptsher.

Itakeanothersliceofujegqeandfeedher.

"Whenyoualldoneeatinggotosleep.Weleave

earlytomorrow.SphiwosbodyhasarrivedandGogo

Pumleiswaitingonus.",dadsaysstandingup.

"AndwenaLangalakhelihle.Thepoorkidisfull.",he

scolds.

IputtheslicedownandKhulekanilaughs.Ihelpher

standupandtheboysfollowus.

"Yousleepingwithus?"

"Yes.Wepromisedmom."

God!ItsanothernightofKaratefrom Langa.Langa

makesuspraybeforewegetintobed.Assoonas

hefallsasleephelandsaslaponNkosinathi.

"Shit!HayiBaba.I'm gone.",Nkosinathisaysrunning

away.

LangaturnsaroundandkicksmystomachandI

groan.Shit!IholditinasIdon'twanttowakeUnyezi

up.IfhekicksmeI'llpinchhim.Ifallasleepwith

Langassleepingvertically.Itsgonnabealongnight.
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Iam wakenupbyafootinmymouth.ImoveLangas

footaway.IsitupstraightandlooktoKhuzwayos

sideandit'sempty.IheartheshowerrunningandI

standup.Ilookatmyselfinthehugemirrorinhis

room.Myeyeshaveeyebagsunderthem andI've

lostabitofweight.Istandthereforafewminutes

andtheheavinessinmyheartpushesmedownon

myknees.Thandohasahugeimpactonmyliferight

now.She'sdoingpsychologysoshestandsasmy

psychologist.Wespendmostofthetimetogether

talking.I'veletherinthedarkestdepthsofmethat

evenLangadoesn'tknow.Weareleavingtodayfor

herburialandmyhearthurts.IletthetearsasItry

keepingquietsoLangalamidoesn'twakeup.

Thandoswordscometomindliketheyalwaysdo

whenI'm abouttobreakdown."Pray.Nopaincan

beatprayer.Pray.Iknowitgetstiringtalkingto

someoneyoucan'tseeandwhodoesn'trespondbut

Hehearsyou."IgetinsideKhuzwayosclosetand

kneeldown.



"God.Thepainisweighingmedown.Ihavesuffered

enoughandIam startingtothinkI'm yourleast

favourite.Iwasstilltryingtohealfrom otherwounds

andawoundbiggerandmuchmorerawopenedup.

Idon'thaveenoughstrengthtofightawaythepain.

I'm holdingontothelastbitofhopebutI'm slowly

slipping.Whydoesithurtsomuch?Whydoesit

havetocutsodeep?WhydoIhavetobetheone

sufferingforanotherpersonssin?SomeoneIdon't

evenknow.I'm tired.Emotionallyandphysically.I

don'tknow...Idon'tknowhowtotakethenextstep.

Myfeetareheavy.Justhearmeoutthisonce.Let

thepainsubside.Please.",Iletmyselflayonthe

groundandIsob.

Howlongdoesittakebeforethepaingoesaway?I

cryasIlayonthefloorinLangascloset.Ithurtsso

bad.Ididn'tevengetachancetoattendonedoctors

apartment.Shewasthereandthenshewasgone.

MycriesgetlouderasIreplaywhathappenedinthe

car.Whydidn'tIgotothedoctorwhenIfirstfeltthe

pains?!Itsmyfault!Mine!



LANGALAKHELIHLE

IwalkouttheshowerwithLangalamileaning

againstmyclosetdoorwithtearsstreamingdown

hiseyes.

"What'swrongboy?"

"Mama.She'sinpainBaba."

IwalktowardsthedoorandIhearhercries.

"GotoNkosinathi.I'lltakecareofmom."

Henodsandwalksaway.IopenthedoorandUnyezi

islayingonthefloorherbodyshakingasshecries.

Myheartbleedsatthisscene.Itakeherintomy

armsandshecriesonmychest.Iletmyowntears

escape.Herhandsgripmetighterasshecries

harder.

"Sthandwasami."

Shelooksupatmeandhertearsdon'tstopflowing.

Sheevenhashiccupsnow.

"Whydoyoudothistoyourself?"

"Ithurts*hiccup*somuch.",shesaysasasob



breaksout.

"Iknow.Ithurtsformetoobutyouwanttoknow

whatgivesmethestrengthtoholdone?"

Sheshakesherhead.

"You.Theboys.Myfamily."

"Atleastyouhaveafamily."

"AtleastWEhaveafamily."

Shelooksatmecries.I'm tryingtomakeyoufeel

better.

"Wanttoknowwhathelpsmeholdonmore?"

Shenodsandwipeshertearsbutfailsasmore

comeoutandIclosemyeyes.

"Yourloveforthemoon.Yougaveusthebestgift

ever.Whenyousaidmydaughterwasinthemoon.I

knewthateverynightshe'dbefollowingmearound

allnight.IknewthatwheneverImissedherI'dlook

upatthemoon."

"Doyoueverwonderwhatshewould'velookedlike?"

Ismileandbringherclosertomeandmakeherface



themirrorinthecloset.

"Shewould'velookedlikeus.Withyourbeautifulskin

andlovingpersonalityandshe'dhavemyeyes,nose

andsmile."

"Andthedimples."

"Obviously.Thedimplesarethecharm."

"Wellitstheeyesreally."

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

"You'renotinthisalone."

ShehugsmeandIhelpusup.Iliftherupandwalk

tothebathroom.Shehastotakeashowercausewe

don'twantDadbreathingdownournecks.Shewalks

intheshowerandIsitonthetoiletseat.

"I'llberighthere."

Shenodsandstarttakingashower.Myeyestrail

downherbodyasthewatercascadesdownher

body.Shehasbeautifullegsthatareconnectedto

themostthickestthighs.Shehasasmallwaistand



averysmallstomach.Thanitsthetitties.Theyare

likemyjoystick.Iusethem tocontroleverypartof

herbody.Ilovethestretchmarksonherass.She

hasatattooonthesideofherbooty"mybody.my

art."andIwanttotakeapicturesobad.Iputmy

handovermyboner.Sheturnsaroundandmyeyes

gotoherbellybutton.Shehasabellybutton

piercingandIloveit.Myeyesgotohertitsandher

nipplesareerectandthewatercascadingdown

them.Ilickmylipsandclearmythroat.I'm stillina

towelandI'm notdoingagoodjobathidingmy

bonerashereyesgostraighttoitandshelaughs.

Gladyoufindthisfunny.

"Wozala.(comehere.)"

Ishakemyheadandshelaughsatme.

"Woza.(Come)"

"GezaUnyezi.(bathUnyezi)"

"Iwantyourhelpangithi.Canyouwashmyback?"

Igroanandstandupanddiscardthetowel.She

turnsaroundandItakethescrubberfrom her.We

haven'tbeenintimatesincewelostourbabyand



havingherassthisclosetomydickisdrivingme

crazy.

"Khuzwayo."

IstopstaringandrealiseIhaven'tstartedwhasing

herback.Istartwashingherbackandsheputher

handonthewallasIwashherupperback.Ifeelher

asstouchmydickandIgroan.She'sdoingthison

purpose.

"Unyezi."

"Mmh"

"Ha.a(no)"

"Ngenzeni?(whatdidIdo?)"

"Qhubekauzobona.(carryonyou'llsee.)"

Shepushesherassnearerandittakeseverythingin

metonotholdherinplaceandseparateherlegs

andenterherfrom behind.

"MaGemakhuzeka.(bereprimanded.)"

"Kodwangenzeni?(butwhatdidIdo?)"

"Okokugcinangikukhuza.Qhubeka.Uzophumala



ungakwaziukuhamba.(thisisthelasttimeI'm

reprimandingyou.Carryon.You'llgetouthere

unabletowalk.)"

Sheignoresmeandpushesherassfuther.Ifeelmy

dicktwitchandIholdherwaistandseparateher

legswithmylegs.IrubmyselfonherandInotice

she'salreadywetsoIenteranditfeelslikehome.

"Khuzwayo."

ShesstillhasherhandsonthewallandIgraba

fistfulofherhair.IpumpintoherrealhardandIlet

myfrustrationsout.Iletgoofherhairandholdher

titandbringheruptome.Herheadisonmy

shoulderandherbackisarchedasIpumpintoher.

Hermoansdrivemecrazyastheyescapeherlips.I

rubonherclitandshescreamsoutmynameasshe

cums.Iturnoffthewaterandpickherupandlayher

onthebathroom floor.Iputherlegsonmyshoulder

andenterher.ShemoansoutasIgodeeperandshe

scratchesmyback.Theslappingofourfleshandmy

groansandhermoansareallthatcanbeheard.By

thesoundwemakingIcantellsheisevenwetter.

ShecumsandIfuckherthroughherorgasmstillI



cum andshesquirtsalloverme.Iletgoofherlegs

andtheyfallbesidemeshaking.Webothbreathing

heavily.

"WasItoorough?"

Shenodsandsmiles.

"Sorry."

"Itwasntthatbad.Myscalpandboobhurtsthou."

"Sorry.Ijustleteverythingout."

"Itsokay."

"Canyoustandup?"

"MylegsareshakingIdoubt."

Ipickherupandshe'sstilldripping.Iputherontop

ofthetoiletseatandgowetatowel.Iwipemyself

andIwetitwithwarm water.Iwipeherandshe

hisses.

"Myclitisstillsensitive."

"Sorry."

Iwipehercleanandpickherup.Itakeoutmy



swagpantandhoodieforher.Ihelpherdressupand

shemakesthebedwhileIgetdressed.Icheckthe

timewhenI'm doneandwearedead.We'reanhour

late.Wewalkoutandheaddownstairs.Itsempty.I

headtothekitchen.Thereisanoteonthefridge

withDadswriting.

"Whenyou'redonebangingdriveafterus.Weleft

thina.Dad."

Ilaughandtakethekeysandthecontainerontopof

thecounter.We'lleatinthecar.

"Wherearethey?"

"Theyleftus.Wedrivingourselves."

"Isitfar?"

"No.Itsabout4hoursaway."

Ihandherthecontainerandsheopensitandtakes

outapieceofwors.Itellthemanleftaroundthe

housetoletthehousekeeperin.Igetintothedrivers

seat.

"Ourluggage?"

"Theytookitwith."



Shenodsandcarriesoneating.I'm gladshehasa

bitofappetite.IdriveoffplayingmaskandiandI

knowshe'llinsertherphoneassoonasshegets

boredsoIenjoythemoment.Istealaglanceather

andshecatchesmeandsmiles.Iknowitstillhurts

butwe'llgetoveriftogether.
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Heparksinaveryhugeyardthathasnicelybuilt

roundhousesbuiltarounditandinthemiddleisa

bigmodernhouse.Heopensthedoorformeand

therearedogs,catsandchickensrunningaroundthe

yard.AchickencomestowardsusandIstand

behindLanga.

"Ha.amahnUnyezi.Ayilumi.(noman.Itdoesn't

bite.)"

"Ha.aKhuzwayo."

Hesighsandgivesmeapiggybankandwalkstoa

rondavelnearbywithsmokingcomingoutthe

windows.AChinadogpassesus.

"Putmedown."

"HayimahnUnyezi."

HeputsmedownandIrunafterthedog.Itschildish

ofmebutseeingthisdogjustmadememissPluto.

Thedogstopsandlooksatme.

"Heybuddy.Wozala."



Hewalksaway.Thatwasrude.Itakeacatthatis

walkingpastandstrokeit.Itmakesthat"grrr"sound

andIsmile.Iloveanimalsexceptchicken,cows,

goatsmanthelistgoeson.

"Unyezi!"

IlookatwhereLangaisstandingandIwalktowards

him.

"Leavethepooranimalsalone.Theywaitingonyou

inside."

Iputthecatdownanditwalksaway.Iwalktowards

Langaandheholdsmyhandaswewalkinsideand

thereissmokeeverywhere.Thesmokestingsmy

eyesandIfeelmychestcloseupbutImaintaina

straightface.

"Sanibonani.",Igreettheelders.

"Sawubonamakoti."

Makoti?Uhokay.Isitdownonthematnextto

Thandoandwesmileateachother.

"Ninjanikodwa?(howareyou?)"

"SiyazamazamaBaba.(wetrying.)"



Theoldmanstandsupandburnsincenseandhe

callsmeandLanga.Wekneelbesideshim.

"Khuzwayo.Gumede.Qwabe.MgunikaYeyey.

Khondlo.OsidlabehlezibakaPhakathwayo.Abathi

bebedlabebeyengaumuntungendaba.Nayi

nkosanayenuiyakhalaza.Izenomawabantwana

bakhe.Balahlekelweyindodakaziisaseswini.(hereis

yourson.Hecamewiththemotherofhischildren.

Theymostadaughterwhileshewasstillinher

motherswomb.)"

Thewomanwhowaskneelingnearhim starts

makingsound.Irecogniseherfrom thehospital.She

startschantingandsomeonebeatsadrum andshe

danceswithhershoulders.I'veneverbeeninsucha

situationbeforeandIthinkitsbeautifulhow

Africanscanindulgeinsuch.Beingblackhastobe

mybiggestflexrightnow.

"Niyavuma?!",shesaysgroaning.

"Yebosiyavuma."

"AboKhuzwayobathimakangakhaliumawengane.

Sibanikeimpiloyengane.Bebefunaeyakho.(The



Khuzwayosaresayingthemotherofthechildmust

notcry.Wegaveawaythechildslife.Theywanted

yours.)"

Huh?Idon'tunderstandthis?Whywouldthe

Khuzwayosbefightingformylife?I'm noteven

marriedtoLangayet.

"UKhuzwayoOmdalaathiungokhethekile.

Umphefumlowakamawenganeugade

yibo.(Khuzwayoseniorsaysyou'rethechosenone.

Yoursoulisguardedbythem.)"

Heregoesthischosenonenonsenseagain.She

stopswiththegruntingandthedrum stopstoo.

"WewilllaySphiwosbodytoresttomorrow.Wewill

cleansethemotherandfather."

Langasfathernamedmydaughter.Ilovethename.

Shewasgift.Andthanshewastaken.Hersoulin

exchangeofmine.Theyshould'veletmeliveabit

longertillIgavebirthandthantookme.Shedidn't

deservetodiebeforeshehadevenfullydeveloped.I

wipeawaymytearsandIwalkouttherondavel.I

walkdowntowardswhatseem likemountains.Isit



atarockfarfrom sightwhenIfeelsomethingfurry

brushagainstmyleg.IlookdownanditsthecatI

wascraddlingearlier.Ipickitupandputitonmy

thighs.Itsstillsmallanditspurewhitewithablack

tail.ItmeowsatmeandIgiggle.

"YouknowIhadamiscarriage.Ididn'tevenknowI

waspregnant.Iam sureshewasgonnabebeautiful.

Itsherfuneraltomorrow.Weburyinga2month

feotus.UnusualIknow.Ithurtstoknowthatallof

thisismyfault.IfmaybeIhadsearchedformy

familysoonerinlifeIwould'vefoundoutaboutthis

blackcloudfollowingmearound.MaybeI'm starting

tolosemymind.",Igiggleattheend.

"ImeanIam talkingtoacat."

ItpurrsasIstrokeitsfur.

"Unyezi."

IturnaroundandLangaisstandingbehindme.I

didn'thearhim.

"Areyouokay?"

"Yeah.Ijustneededtobealone."



Hesighsandtakeshishandsoutofhispocketand

sitsnexttome.

"Iknowitspainful.Pleasestophurtingyourself.We

layinghertoresttomorrow.Youcancryasmuchas

youwanttomorrow.Todayjustbemymoon.My

Unyezi.Ineedyou."

Ilaymyheadonhisshoulderandwelookatthesun.

"Letthepoorcatgonow."

IletitgoanditgoesinthedirectionIcamefrom.

Thesunissettingnowandwelookingatitholding

hands.Themountainscreateaperfectsceneand

weembraceeachotherspresence.

"Unyezi."

"Khuzwayo."

"Celaungishade.(pleasemarryme.)"

Ilaughathim andwhenIlookathim heisserious

soIstoplaughing.Theskyispinkandorangeand

helookssohandsomerightnow.Ilookintohiseyes



andtheoceanisascalm andthemoonstrawberry.I

knowthesescene.Heishappy.Ilookatthesunand

him again.DoIwanttomarryhim?Yes.Inod.

"Yes?"

"Yes.YesI'llmarryyou."

Hekissesmeandliftsmeup.Hestartsdancingthe

Zuludanceandstartswhistling.

"NinaboKhuzwayo!WadlaMgunikaYeye!"

HeissoZulukodwa.Hedidn'tevenhavearing.He

takesastreakofgrassandtiesitaroundmyleft

marriagefinger.Ilaughandhekissesme.Ishould

stopwatchingmoviescausethiswasnotadinnerat

anexpensiverestaurantwherehewouldkneeldown

andaskmetomarryhim Ihaveimagined.

"Ngiyakhuthanda.(Iloveyou.)"

"Iloveyoutoo."

"NgithengiyakuthandaMaGema.(IsaidIloveyou.)"

"Namingiyakuthanda(Iloveyouaswell.)"

Hekissesmeandwelookatthelastbitofthesun



set.Ilookatmylefthandandthegrassisnicelytied

aroundmyfinger.Ican'twaittotellthemoonabout

thismoment.IknowSphiwowouldbelistening.
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"Unyezi.Let'sgetgoing."

IshakemyheadandwipemytearsasIplaywiththe

sandonthetomb.

"Mkamiplease."

HeliftsmeupinbridalstyleandIcryonhisneckas

heholdsandexitstheKhuzwayoCemeterythatis

downhillfrom theyard.Hewalkswithmeinhis

armsashetriessoothingmewithwords.Wehad

laidhertorestafewhoursagoandI'vebeenthere

since.Ijustneededtoletitallsinkin.I'm gettinga

headacheandmyeyesaredroopyandsorefrom all

thecryingI'vebeendoingsincelastnight.

"Sleepsthandwasami."(Mylove)

Isniffhisscentandthescentofhiscologne

soothesme.IrelaxmytensebodyasIallowsleepto

consumeme.

"Nyezivuka."



AhandshakesmeandIopenmyeyesandyawn.

"Sorrybutitstimeforcleansing.",Thandosays.

IgetoutofbedandInoticeLangahadchangedme.

"Pleasepassmethatdress."

ShehandsmethedressandIstripandwearit.I'm

notonetoweardressesandskirtsheckIdidn'teven

ownonebutLangaboughtafewformytriptothe

ruralsettlement.Thisdressisverylongthou.Itis

tightfrom mywaistupandflowsdownwardsnot

givingmuchawaybutleavingsomethingfor

imaginationasmyasspopsoutabit.Iwrapadoek

andI'm notaneatdoekwrappersoitsjustwrapped

forthesakeofwrapping.

"Where'sLanga?"

"Hiswaitingatthekraal.Isuggestyouwearno

undergarmentsasyouaregonnabestripped

naked."

"Huh?"

"Yes.Come.Let'sgo."

Shedragsmeoutsideourrondavelandtheairis



calm.ShepointsmetowardsthekraalandI

approachit.TherearecowsinsideandIcansee

LangakneelingnexttoGogoPumlebarefootand

shirtless.IthinkthisisthemostsexiestI'veseen

him.HisblackLevisjeansarehunglowonhistorso.

HesignalsformetocomeinwithhishandandI

shakemyheadcausinghim tostandupandwalkup

tome.Hestandsbythegateofthekraal.

"Ngena.GogoPumleistalkingtotheancestors."

"Thecows.Whatiftheychaseme?"

Hechucklesandopensthekraalbeforepullingme

inside.Istickclosetohim aswewalkpastsleeping

cowstothemiddleofthekraal.Wekneelbesides

GogoPumleandshestartschantingandshedances

around.Istillwonderwhytheycallher'Gogo'cause

shelookstobeinherlate30sandshelooksvery

beautiful.

"Wozani.Khumulani.(come.Strip.)"

Westripnakedandkneeldown.Langaholdsmy

handasshepoursuswithwaterthatsmellverybad

andmakeusdrinksomethingfrom thecalabash



thattasteslikeironandshit.Iholdmyselffrom

gaggingandaverycoldshiverrunsthroughmy

spineandIfeelLangashivertootellingmehe

experiencedittoo.Istartfeelingapresencebut

whenIlookaroundthereisnoone.

"Wozandodakazi.Bingelelauyihlononyoko.(come

daughter.Greetyourfatherandmother.)"

Analbinosnakeaboutthelengthofatablespoon

crawlstousandIcan'tseem torecognisethesnake.

Itcomestowardsusandpassesusandwe

instructednottolookbacktillwearriveatour

rondavel.Wearetoldnottotakeabathtonightand

thatwaterhadgrassonitanditsitchy.GogoPumle

walksinfrontofuspraisingourclannamesaswe

followherwithoutlookingback.Istareupatthe

moonandIsmilealittle.Wewalkinsideour

rondavelandwesitontopofthebedinsilence.I

takeoffthedressandtossitonthechairandLanga

discardshisjeans.

"Wesmellhorrible.",Isayandhechuckles.

"Thatsbecausewesmelllikecowshit."



"What?"

"Theyusedcowshittheyputinthatwater.

Tomorrowthey'llbringinIntelezi."

"Intelezi."

"Let'sjustsayitsgonnabethemostpainfulbathof

yourlife."

Helaughsandgetsinsidetheblankets.Cowshit?I

thinkI'llvomit.Igetinbesidehim andhemakesme

layonhischestandIlistentohisheartbeat.

"Whatwaswiththesnake?"

"Thatwasourdaughter."

"How?"

"Shetooktheform ofasnake.Iguessshetookyour

familyform sinceourancestorsshowintheform of

grasshoppers."

"Weird.Veryweird.",Isayclosingmyeyes."Ilove

you."

"Iloveyoutoo."

HebrushesmybackandItraceoverhistattooswith



myfingerandwelayinsilence.Theheavinessinmy

heartisnotasheavyanymorebutIknowit'lltake

sometimebeforeIhealcompletely.
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IscratchmyselfasIsitonthebed.Wewerewoken

upearlyandbathedinIntelezi.Myskinissoitchyit

burns.Langaislaughingatme.

"Stoplaughing."

Hekissesmylipsandlaysonthebed.

"Stopscratchingyourself.You'remakingitworse."

Igivehim adeathstareandcarryonscratching

myself.

"ScratchyourselfonemoretimeandI'llchewyour

nailsoff."

"Geez!Fine!"

Igetupandstartdressingup.Hespanksmeonmy

wayout.Iwalkinsidethekitcheninthemainhouse

andthewivesarecooking.Istoponmyfootsrepsas

mynameismentioned.

"ThatUnyezithinkswewillcookforher.Shecan't

keepachildandshecan'tevenfillherhusband's



stomach.Withthosebastardchildrenbraggingmy

food.Theyshouldgofindtheirfather."

Iwalkinsideandtheystoptalking.Theonewiththe

bigmouthlooksatmeandclickshertongue.Ipour

myselfsomewaterinaglassandlookatthem asI

drink.

"Tellme.Soyouopenafanclubwithoutmy

knowledge.Wantautographs?"

Theotherwiveslookawayandcarryonwiththere

chores.Theblabbermouthwholookslikeshes18

foldsherarms.

"Andyou.Youlook18.Youhearblabbingyour

mouthaboutanindependentwomanwhoreceivesa

paychequeinakitchenthatsnotevenyours."

SheclickshertongueandIbeforeIwalkoutthe

kitchenItwistmywristlandingwateronherface

andIputtheglassdown.

"CallmykidsbastardagainI'llstrangleyou.I

miscarriedbutselfrespectisstillthere.Can'tsay

thesameaboutyouthou."



Iwalkoutasshewipesherface.Ievenlostmy

appetite.IwalkdownhillandIsitonmyrockand

pickuprocks.Didshereallyhavetobringupmy

miscarriage?Iwipealonetearandthrowrocksin

theair.Itwasn'tmyfault.Istandupandwalk

towardsthecemetery.Ienterandtheauragetsthick.

Ikneelovergraveandcaresshertomb.

"Mommyhasbeendoingsogoodeventhoughmy

bodyisitchyandall.",Ilaughandsniff.

"SomebodysaidIfailedtokeepyoutoday.Italmost

soundedtrue.Ialmostbelievedit.We'regoingto

lookformyfamilytodayandI'm soscared."

Isniffandwipemytears.

"Mama."

Iturnaroundandtheboysarestandingoutsidethe

cemetery.

"Boys?"

"They'recallingforyou."

InodandtheywalkinfrontandIwalkbehind.

Nkosinathicomeswithwaterformetowashmy



handsbeforeIentertheyard.Wewalkhandinhand

totherondavelkitchen.Thegirlfrom earlierisonthe

matcryingdramatically.TheboyswalkoutasIsit

onamattoo.TheKhuzwayobrothersareseated

nexttoeachotherandthereisanoldmantoo.

Langasfatherleftafterthefuneral.

"MaGema.ThobaniswifeSiyandasaysyouhave

usedforceonher."

"Force?"

"Shealsostatedthatyouspiltwateronherface."

"Ohthat.Iactuallywantedtodrownherinthesink."

KhulekanilaughsandSiyandacriesharder.

"Haibo!Langakhuza.(reprimand)"

LangalooksatmeandInoticehisjawtick.Hecan

getpissedallhewantsbutIwon'tbenicetoher

afterwhatshesaidaboutme.

"JustapologizeUnyezi.",Langasays.

Sonooneiswillingtohearmyside.IlookatThando

andsheshrugs.



"Iwontbeapologizing.Shecanbashmeallshe

wantforwhateverreasonbutnotLangaand

Nkosinathi."

Istandupandwalkoutfuriously.AsforIusedforce

onher!Sheinsultsmeandcallsameetingonme?

She'sbulshittingme.IenterourrondavelandIhead

forthebathroom.IwashmyfaceandIhearthedoor

openandclose.IpeekanditsLanga.Helocksthe

doorandwalkstowardsme.

"Unyezi.That'snothowthingsaredoneinthis

family."

"Thany'allain'tdoingshit."

"Goapologize.Youowetheeldersanapologytoo."

"WhatshouldIapologizefor?Doingsomething

aboutanuptightteenager?!Angifuni!"

"Don'traiseyourvoiceatme."

"Voetsek!Uzowenzani?"

HelooksatmeandIregretsayingthat.Hewalks

closertomeandImoveback.

"UzokhalaUnyezi.(you'llcry.)"



"NgizokhaliswayiniLangalakhelihle?(Whatwould

makemecry)

Herunshistongueoverhisteeth.

"NgizokushayaUnyezi.(I'llhityou)

Igulpandlookaway.

"Hambauyoxolisa.(goapologize)"

"ButIam notinwrong."

"Ididn'tsayyouwere."

Hesitsdownandpatsthespacenexttohim.I'd

ratherstandhere.Hewantedtohitmenotsolong

ago.

"Iwon'thityou."

Isitbesidehim andhelooksmeintheeyes.The

moonandoceanneverleaving.

"Meleuyiyekheibhariizenzeiclever.Wenaclever

uzenzeibhari.(youshouldletanidiotactsmart.And

youactdumb.)"

"Butshesaidsomereallyhurtfulthings.ShesaidI

couldn'tkeepababyandIcan'tkeepyoufull.She



basicallycalledmeafailureofawoman."

"I'm sorrysthandwa.Goapologizesowecanavoid

drama."

Inodandhekissesmehungrily.Helaysmedown

andhishandgoesundermydressandherubsmy

clitontopofmypanty.

"Langa."

"Mmmh?"

"Themeeting...apology.",Isaywhilemoaning.

"Afterthis."

HetakesmydressoffandIhelphim outofhis

clothes.Hepositionshimselfbeforeslamminghard

insidemeandIscream grabbinghim.[REMOVED]



[REMOVED]

Inodandhekissesmehungrily.Helaysmedown

andhishandgoesundermydressandherubsmy

clitontopofmypanty.

"Langa."

"Mmmh?"

"Themeeting...apology.",Isaywhilemoaning.

"Afterthis."

HetakesmydressoffandIhelphim outofhis

clothes.Hepositionshimselfbeforeslamminghard

insidemeandIscream grabbinghim.

"Langa!"

Heholdsmyhandsontopofmyheadashepumps

intome.Itspainfulpleasureandheisn'tstopping.

HerubsmyclitwithhisotherhandandjustasI'm

abouttocomehestops.

"Langa."

HetakeshimselfoutandIsitup.

"Goapologize."



"Langa.Atleastletmecum."

"Weren'tyouswearingatmeearlieron?Nowyou

wantmetomakeyoucum?"

Iwassoclosetocumming.Heispunishingmelike

this?

"LangaI'm sorry.I'm reallysorry."

Hekissesmeagainandheentersmeslowly.He

holdsoneleguptomychestandhepenetrates

deeper.Hisgoingslowandhisbangingmesogood

thathisrubbingonmyclit.

"Langa."

"Youlikethis?"

"Yes."

HeholdstheotherlegandIarchmybacktowards

him andmybreastscomeincontactwithhiswarm

chest.HecircleshiswaistandImoanoutloud.This

shouldn'tendcausehisdoingmesogoodrightnow.

"Yes!Yes!Right!Rightthere!"

Iscream asIcum andhemakesmelieonmy



stomachandputsapillowunderme.Hespreadsmy

legsasheentersme.Hestaysstillforamoment

andIpushmyasstowardshim andhestartsmoving.

Igriptheshitsashekeepsonhittingmyspot

repeatedly.

"Fuck!Aaaaah!Langa!"

IliftmyassupandgoesdeeperandIburymyface

inthesheetsasIscream inpleasureasIarchmy

backandcurlmytoes.Iclenchmywallsaroundhim

asIfeelabuildcoming.

"Shit!Shit!FuckUnyezi!"

Webothcum togetherandhefallsontopofme.We

staylikethataswebreatheheavily.Herollsontothe

side.Helooksatmewithbeadsofsweatonhisface.

"Raiseyourvoiceatmeagainandyou'llregretit.

Ngizokushayangempela.(I'llhityouforreal)"

"Theonlytimeyoushouldshoutatmeiswhen

you'reundermeshoutingatmetogodeeper.",he

saysgettingup.

IcovermyfaceasIsmile.Langaissonasty.
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"Letmegrabanapplefrom thekitchen.I'llfindyou

inthecar.",Isaywhilekissinghischeek.

IwalktothekitchenandSandisiweistherecooking.

Iwalkinandshesmirks.Langamademeapologize

earlieronandshethinksshewon.Igetanapple

from thefridgeandgetaknifeandIpeelitwhile

lookingather.

"Pleasegetout.Iwanttofinishcookingformyin

lawssincesomeofusaremarried."

Ilaughandpointtheknife.

"Lalelalawenaskhwamasedickies.Igrewupinthe

hood.I'llsliceyourfuckenclitoff.Ifyoueverbea

bitchtowardsmeIwillandohtrustmesisi.Khozo

gone.(listenhere.Clitgone.)"

Iwalktowardsandslicehercheeksandblood

tricklesdowntoherwifeattirethatseemswaytoo

hottobeininthishotweather.

"I'm sorryforusingforceonyou.Forgiveme."



IchuckleandwalkbutstoponmystepwhenIgetto

thedoor.

"Ohandnoonewillknowaboutthis."Isaysmiling.

Ithrowtheknifeatherandsheducks.Iwalkout

whilebitingtheappleandI'm sopissedbutI'm

smilingsoLangadoesn'tnotice.Ifeltlikepuking

whenIsaidsorryinfrontofthewholefamily.

Nothingpissesmeoffmorethanbeingputonthe

standforsomethingIdidn'tcommit.Theboysare

leavingwithKhukekaniandThandoasitisschool

tomorrow.

"Pleasebehave."

"Mom.Wealwaysdo.",Langasays.

"You?Shame."

IkissthecheeksandNkosinathigoesonabouthow

oldheisnow.Igetinthecarwith

Bhekikhaya,NdabenkhuluandLanga.They

accompanyingmeandIknowtheyjustwanttishoot

atanyonewhotriessomething.

"You'reokay?",LangaasksandIsmile.



"Yeah.I'm good."

HenodsandIlookoutthewindowasmaskandi

blastsinthecarandIthinkI'llgetaheadache.They

stopeMzimkhulutogobuysomefood.

"Wecan'tgotoanothermanshouseemptyhanded.",

Ndabenkhuluhadsaid.

Theycomebackandputeverythinginthebackseat.

TheysmokeoutsideandLangaopensmydoor.

"Smoke?"

IlookatthecigaretteandIrememberIhaven't

smokedinawhile.

"No."

HelooksatmeandsmilesandIrealisehewas

testingme.Mxm.IclosemydoorandIjustlistento

thissongthat'splaying.Idon'tunderstandhow

someonelistenstothiskindofmusic.Itsgivingme

aheadache.Itakeoutmyearphonesandplaysome

Kehlani.Isighandsinkbackintomychair.Nowthis

ismusic.TheygetintothecarandLangadrivesoff.

HeshakesmeandIopenmyeyeswhileyawning.I



guessIfellasleepalongtheway.Ilookattheyard

weparkedoutsideofandtheiris2rondavelsand

onemainhousethatdoesn'tlookthatmuch.The

yardisemptyexcepttheoldmanwhoissitting

underatreeshade.WegetoutofthecarandI

almosttriponthislongskirt.Iclickmytongue.We

standatthegateandtheoldmanjustlooksatus.

Langaraiseshishandandtheoldmanlooksaway.

Suchrudeness.Agroupofboyspassingbylookat

us.

"Ishoniizithakazelozakhe.(sayhisclannames.)"

Welookattheboysandtheypass.Ndabenkhulu

stepsforwardandtakesofhishatandholdsitwith

hiskneesalittlebentandhisbackbentabitforward.

"Sosibo!Gema!Mshingila!Thusi!Ncobeni!Sisacela

ukungena.(pleaseletusin.)"

Theoldmanliftshishandupandscreamsfor

someone.Amalecomesoutandlooksatus.He

walkstowardsuslikehissteppingoneggs.Hehas

themeanistlookeverthatIseetheboyscasttheir

eyesdownandholdtheirhatstighter.Heopensthe



gate.

"Ngenani.",hiscoldbaritonemakestheboysjump

andenter.

IstandabitandlookatwhereIwillstepinside.

SomethingpushesmeforwardandIwalkin.A

thunderstrucksintheyardandeveryonejumps.A

blackcobraemitsfrom wherethethunderhas

struckanditraisesitsheadup.Langapushesme

backwardsbehindhim.

"Myekemfanangekeimenzelutho.(leaveherboy.It

won'tdoanythingtoher.)",theoldmansaysstill

seated.

ItstartsrainingwithwindandIshieldmyeyesas

Langastandsnexttome.Wheredidthisraincome

from?IholdontoLangaasthewindalmostblows

meoffmyfeet.Thesnakecomestowardsmeand

I'm notscaredofsnakesactuallyIlovethem butif

thisshitbitesmeIam inthemiddleofnowhereand

I'llbedeadwithing10minuteswithoutantivenom.It

circlesitselfaroundmylegandIfeeladropofpiss.

Therainstopsandthehotweatherisbacklikeit



neverrained.Ilookuptotheskyandthesunisout

againlikeitneverrained.Ilookdownatthesnake

anditsnotthereandIswearIalmostfaint.

"Unyezi.

Langaiscooktoholdmeandliftsmeup.I'm so

dizzyrightnow.Awomancomesoutwithagrass

matandLangaisinstructedtolaymedownonit.

Thistreesshadeissocoolandcalming.Ihear

voiceswhisperingandIthinkI'm losingmymind.I

trysittingupbutitslikeI'm paralayzed.Theoldman

burnsincenseandcirclesmewhilechantinghisclan

names.ThisisnothowIthoughtthingswouldbe

done.Ithoughtwe'dsitdownandI'dsaymystory

andthey'dfillmeinifIam theirsornot.

"Sowubuyilendodakazi.Sesizokukhusela.(youback

daughter.We'llprotectyou)"

Hepickstwoleavesfrom thetreeandgrindsthem in

thecalabash.

"Ngabayenaizanochefuwenyoka.(bringthesnake

poison.)"

Snakepoison?IseeLangastepupandNdabenkhulu



holdshim backshakinghishead.Ilookathim and

heseesthefearinmyeyesandmouths'Iloveyou.'.

TheguynamedNgabayenacomesbackwithasmall

bottleofsnakepoisonandIthinkI'lllose

consciousness.Theoldmanmixesitwiththeleaves

andheshakesitaroundtheburningincense.

Ngabayenaholdsmyheadupastheoldmanmakes

medrinkthemixture.Ittasteslikedeath.Istart

coughingreallybadandwhatseemslikeblackblood

comesoutofmymouthandtheymakemevomitin

abucket.

"Khipa.Khipakonkeukuncolakanyoko.(takeitout.

Takeoutallyoumotherssins.)".

IgagandIvomitonelasttimeandIfeellikemy

throatwillsnapinhalf.AblackballifIdon'tknow

whatfallsintothebucketandIlaybackagainwith

tearsinmyeyes.Ifinallyhavefullcontrolofmybody

whenIwipemytears.Ngabayenasitsnexttome

andrubshiseyes.

"Thulandodana.Usebhuyile.(don'tcryson.She's

back.)",theoldmansayssittingdownagain.



Hiseyebrowsmeetonhisglabellaleavingnospace.

Theythickandbushy.Iguessthisiswheremy

eyebrowscomefrom.IrubonmythroatasItry

talking.

"Ungakhulumi.(don'ttalk.)"

Everyonecomesoutfrom thehouseandstand

aroundthetreesmiling.Ihearthewhispersagain

andItouchthetreeasonevoicebecomesloudfrom

them all.Itsoneofafemale.

"I'm trappedUnyezi!ForgivemesoIcanbeonewith

myownclanagain."

IremovemyhandsofastlikeIjustgotburned.

"Unyezi?"

IlookatNgabayena.Whatkindofnameisthat?

"Bayinilabafananawe?(whataretheseboysto

you?)"

Boys?Inoticehowtheytickthejawsatthat

statement.

"Langaismyfiance.Thosearehisbrothers.They

helpedmefindyou.",Isaypointingatthem.



"Antizabazeleizihlalo.(bringthem chairs.)"

Ayounggirlrunstothehouseandcomesbackwith

chairs.

"Ningahlaliphansikomthunzi.Anibona

balayikhaya.(don'tsitundertheshade.Y'allnot

family.)"

Somymanhastoburninthesunbecauseofa

stupidtreeshade?Thesepeoplearecrazy.Langa

rollshiseyesandtheysitdown.

"Wewillhaveyoucleansedtonighttoremovethe

finalcurseofyourmotherssins."

"Whatdidshedo?"

"Touchthetreeagainandaskher."

Askher?Iputmyhandagainonthetreeandthe

whispersstartbeforeonevoicebecomesclear.

"Unyezi.Getmeoutofhere."

"Mbuzewenzani.IgamalakhsuNokuthula.(askher

whatshedid.HernameisNokuthula.)"

"Ma-Nokuthulawenzani(whatdidyoudo)?"



"Ngiyaxolisa.NgadlisauGogowakhongobangifuna

iskhwamasakhesobunyanga.(I'm sorry.Ipoisoned

yourgrandmotherbecauseIwantedherhealer

bag.)"

What?Justahealerbag?Ihadtosufferforthat?I

removethehandfrom thetree.

"Yourgrandmotherwasahealer.Chosenoneto

protectthetree.Lookatthetree"

Ilookupandtheleavesaredryandfallingoffbut

theshadeisthatofahealthytree.Whattheactual

fuck?IlookatNgabayenaandbackatthetreeand

theleavesaregreenandhealthyagain.

"Thetreeisdying.Itcapturesthesoulsofourloved

onesandyourmotheristrappedinsideaswell.She

wasmarriedtome.Shewasheretostealthegift

from ourclansentbytheKinginSwazilandsohe

cangiveittohisson."

Thisisconfusing.

"Itstartswayback.We'reSwati.From avillagein

SwazilandcalledNtabatetsu.We'reRoyal.My

mother.Yourgrandmothersmotherhadthegift.It



waspassedongenerationtogeneration.Shewas

fooledbyloveandmarriedsomeonefrom our

enemyclan.Shegavehim thethrone.Shefell

pregnantandafterbirthhehadkilledhersohecan

rulealone.Mymotherhadthegiftpassedonher.

Shehadaccesstothebagwhenshewasofage.Her

fatherwanteditforhimself.Hehadtriedtokillher

sosheran.Shemetmyfatherandhetookherherin.

Shewasgivenaseed.Sheplantedithereinthisyard.

ThetreegrowingastheoneinSwazilanddied.When

ImetyourmotherIthoughtitwasreal.Mymother

hadn'tbeenwarnedabouther.Whenshewas

pregnantwithyoushefinallyhadthegutsto..."

Hepausesabitandrubshisface.

"Qhubekandodana.(carryonson.)",theoldman

urgeshim tocontinue.

IfeellikeI'm listeningtooneofthosefictional

storieskidsaretoldbyeldersaroundabonfire.

"Whenshekilledhim andtookthebag.Sheranaway

whilestillpregnantwithyou.Idon'tknowthestory

abouthowyouendedupherebutwhenwehadfelt



anothersoulenterthetreewehadlistenedtothe

voiceanditwasyourmother.Wecalledaseerand

sheletusinthatmygrandmotherwasangryandher

furyfelluponyousinceyourmotherhaddied.We

hadbeggedhertoleaveyoualonebutshewas

blindedbyanger.Thegifthadbeenpassedontoyou

andthefactthatwhenyoucameofageyoudidn't

takeyourresponsibilitiesangeredherworse.You

stillhavetofindthebagandgetthethronebackto

usagain.Ihavetriedeverythingbutwithoutyouour

clanwilldieandthethronewillcarryonbeingruled

bythewrongclan.SosiboKingdom arerunby

women.Itisanabominationforamantorulethe

kingdom."

Ijustsitthereandlookatthemanwhois

supposedlymydad.

"Thisisajokeright?Ijustcameheretobecleansed.

GetmyshitinorderandthanmarryLanga."

"Ifyoudon'tfindthebagandbetheprotectorofthe

tree.OurKingdom willcarryondyingandyou'llbe

dyingwithit.That'swhybadthingswillfollowyou.

Acknowledgeyourgift.Therestwillfollow."



IlookatLangaandhelookslikeheisabouttostand

upandchopthetreedown.Sowenotgettingour

happilyeverafter?Shitisstillgoingtobetoughfor

us?AndI'm Royalty?Mina?Unyezi?Thishastobea

joke!

"Leaveher.Wewillcleansehertonight."

"Wewon'tbeabletoleaveher.",Langaspeaksout.

"You'renotmarriedtoherandnolobolahasbeen

paid.She'sourdaughter.Leaveson."

Langachucklesandattemptstostealinsidethe

shadewhensomethingpusheshim back.

"Langa!"

Istandupandattendtohim.Ilifthisshirtupandhe

hasaredhandmarkonhischest.

"Shit!Ithoughtourfamilywasweirdwithalltheir

traditionalstuffbutthis!",hesaysashegrunts.

"Areyouokay?I'm sosorry."

"Leaveson.You'veangeredmywife.You'renot

allowedunderthetreeuntilyou'remakeawifeofour

daughter."



Hestandsupandwalksawaywithhisbrothers

following.

"Langa.",Iwhisper.

Heturnsaroundandhenoticesthetearsinmyeyes.

"Don'tleaveplease."

"I'm notleavingyou.Wewillbeinthecar.I'llhave

yourlobolapaidbyendofsundowntomorrow."

Theywalkoutthegateandgetintothecarandthey

parkitacrosstheroad.Ijuststandtheredefeatedas

myheadspins.

"Ohmotherwhatdidyougetmeinto.",Iwhisper.

Couldn'tshehavefellpregnantintoaless

complicatedfamily?

"Let'sgetinside."

IstandthereandLangalooksatmsthroughthe

window.Pleasepaydowryquick.Ineedyouonthis

crazyjourneyI'm abouttotake.Andwhyaren'tthey

bringinginthefoodtheybought?

Itsafictionalstoryafterall
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Ikeeponlookingoutthewindowandtheystill

standingthere.Ithinkitsbeentwohoursofthem

standingatthegateshoutingmyclannames.

"Babangyakucela(dadplease.)"

Hejustlooksatmeandsipsonhistea.Myuncles

areseateddrinkingalcohol.I'vebeenbegginghim to

letthem inbutheain'tbudgingandmygrandfather

issittingunderthetreepretendingasifhecan'teven

hearthem.IgotoutsideandsitnexttoMkhulu.

"Mkhulungyakucela.(please.)"

"Wewantaletterfirst."

Aletter?

"Howaboutanemail?"

"Email?"

"Okaymkhulu.You'llchargethem extrafornot

bringingtheletter.Please."

Helooksatthem andlooksatme.



"Doyoulovehim?"

Ilookathim andnodthesmileonmyface

involuntary.

"AlotMkhulu.Langamakesmehappyandhe

supportsme."

"Hasheeverhityou?"

"Notevenonce.Herespectsme."

"Hasheevercheated?"

"No."

"Doeshehavekids?"

"Yes.Three."

"Three?!"

"Yeah.Twoarenothisbutwetakethem astheyour

own.OneImiscarried."

Ilookdownandhesighs.

"Mywifewrongedyoumtanam.Sheletangerblind

hersheforgotthatyouwereoneofourown.Just

lost."



"Langahasbeenwithmeeverystepoftheway."

"Y'allloveremindsmeofmineandNomvulaslove.

Pure."

"Youlovedherdidn'tyou?"

Hesmilesandputsahandonthetree.

"Istilldo."

HelooksatLangaashegetsoutofthecarandtalks

tohisuncle.

"Doesthatboyknowthatyoucan'ttakehissurname?

YouwillbeaQueen?Thatyouwillbeahealer?Will

hewithstanddayswhenhewillwakeupwithyou

fightinginyourdreams?Youwillbemorepowerful

andricher.Youwillknowpartsofhim evenhe

doesn'tknow.Willhebecomfortablewiththat?"

"Idon'tknowMkhulubutifhelovesmeenoughhe'll

bebymyside."

Helooksatmeandnodsbeforestandingupand

headinginsidethehouse.Mydadcomesoutwith

myauntLugenganibehindhim.

"Unyezi.Ngenaendlini(getinside)."



Ifollowbehindmyauntaswewalktotherondavel

andmycousinsfollowbehindus.Ilookoutsidethe

windowasDadtalkstothemenatthegateandthey

givehim abottleofwhiskeyandmoney.Hetakesit

insideandmyunclecomesoutandlet'sthem in.

ThankyouMkhulu!IwishIcanhearwhat'sgoingon

butwearenotinthemainhouse.Isitontopofthe

bedandtakeoutmyphoneandcallLanga.

"Mkami."

"Sthandwa."

"Yourfamilyisbrutal."

"Ithinkbeingheartlessisafamilything."

"ThankGodIgottheangel."

Ismile.Ifonlyyouknew.

"Imissyou."

"Idotooandmybodyhurtsfrom sleepinginthe

car."

"Sorry.Havey'alleaten?"

"Weatesomeofthebreadandpolonywebought



yesterday."

"Ahkodwa."

"PlusIalmostdiedyesterday.Justbecauseof

shade?!"

"Uyaphaphanawe(you'realsoforward.)"

"Mxai.Istillhavechestpainsnamanje."

"DramaLanga.Havetheboyscalled?"

"Yeah.Theyarrivedsafe."

"Ithoughtweweregettingourhappyending."

"Wearebutnotnow.Ican'tbelieveyou'reroyalty.I

haveamillionreadyforyourlobolaincasethey

chargemeforthattoo."

"Amillion?"

"IwantedtopayindiamondsbuyNdabenkhulusaid

I'm beingdramatic."

"Velehawu!",Ndabenkhulusvoicesaysontheother

side.

"Hewasright.Diamonds?You'recrazy!",Isay



laughing.

"I'm serious.Wait.Myunclewantstotalktome."

"Okay."

IdropthecallandwesitthereandI'm bitingmy

nails.Ihopetheydon'twantlivecows.

LANGALAKHE

Myunclewalksuptousinthecar.

"Hehndodana.Kunzima.(son.Itshard.)"

"What'swrong?"

"Bayabuzaukuthiumtholeeseyitchitchiyinj?(they

askingifyoufoundheravirgin?)"

Inodandmybrotherslookatme.

"TheyalsochargingusR2000fornorwritingaletter

alertingthem."

"Paythem.Malume.Givethem whatevertheywant."

Henodsandwalksbackinside.Mybrotherslookat

mewithfoldedarms.



"What?"

"Avirgin?"

"Nobuttheydon'thavetochargemelesscauseof

pussy."

"Ihopetheywantlivecowsandtalkinggoats.",

Bhekikhayasays.

"Nxaivoetsekwena!"

Helaughsandlightsacigarette.

"Umakotingowethu!Siyavuma!Ozosiwashela

asiphekele!(thewifeisours!She'lldoourlaundry

andcookforus.)",Bhekikhayasings.

"Cookforwenanabobani?(youandwho?)"

"Siyajivasiyumdeni!(wedancingwefamily)",hesings.

"ThulamahnBheki.(keepquietman.)"

Helooksatmeandlaughs.

"Malumeiscomingoutagain."

Wewaitformyuncletillhereachesus.

"TheyarechargingyouR50000forthechildshelost.



R10000yevulamlomo.R60000forherlobola.In

totalitsR120000andwe'renegotiatingforatleast

R100000."

"No.Don'tnegotiate.NoKhuzwayowifeisworth

R100000!She'sroyaltyright?"

"Yes."

"Good.Tellthem you'llpayR50000extraforthe

futureQueen."

"Mshana."

"PayitMalume."

Henodsandgetbackinside.

"R220000?Udakiwewena!(youdrunk!)"

"WaittillyoumeetyourchosenoneNdabenkhulu.I'll

accompanyyoutothebank."

Helooksatmeandshrugs.Iseethreegirlsexita

rondavelandIcan'ttellUnyeziistheoneinthe

middle.Itextmyuncle.

"Theonewrappedinaredblanket."

Iputmyphonebackinmypocket.Idon'tknowhow



manycigarettesI'vesmoked.Wehearululationsand

Ismile.She'smine.Mybrotherswhistleandwestart

dancing.

"WadlaKhuzwayo!"

Welaughandhugeachother.WesitinthecarandI

callher.

"Myeniwami.",hersoftvoicecomesthrough.

"Mkami.",Isaywhilegrinning.

"Whipped.",Bhekikhayacoughsout.

"Everythingwentwell.Howmuchdiditcost?"

"Thatsformeandmyunclestoknowandyour

familytonevertellyou."

"Myauntsaregoingonaboutavirginityprice.What's

thatabout?"

"Idon'tknowshame."

"Okay.We'redishingupfory'allnow.Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Idropthecallsmiling.Ndabenkhulugetsinsidethe



car.

"Dadsaysheisproudofyou."

"Itfeelslikeadream."

"Whatifitis",Bhekikhayasays.

Iforgothowdumbthisonecanbe.Him and

Khulekaniareidiots.Wenoticeagirlcallingforus

andwegetoutofthecarandwalkinside.She

directsusintoarondavelandwesitthere.They

comewithfoodandserveus.Ihavetodrivehome

todayandI'llonlyseeUnyeziwhenshegetsa

chancetogototown.

"Whocooked?",BhekikhayaasksandNdabenkhulu

kickshim.

"AuntUnyezi."

Ismileandtaketheplateandwedigin.

"WhenyouandUnyeziareKingAndQueencanI

moveinwithy'all?"

IlookatBhekikhayaandraisemyfuckyoufingerat

him.



"Uyibhariwena!(youanidiot.)"

Helaughsandeatshisfood.IsmileasIhearthe

ululationsintheyard.She'salwaysbeenminebutit

feelsdifferentnow.
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Everyoneisasleepnowanditslate.Iwalkoutas

soonasLangatextsmethathisoutside.Iam

sneakingoutlikea15yearold.WhenIam aboutto

nearthefencemyauntcomesoutofthetoilet.Shit!

"Unyezi?",shewhispers.

"Aunty."

"Uyaphi?(whereareyougoing?)"

"Etoilet?(tothetoilet?)"

"Wabuzamina?Uyaphi?(youaskingme?Whereare

yougoing?)"

"Angiyindawo.(I'm notgoinganywhere.)"

"Ungangenziislimawengane.Ngizobizauyihlo.(don't

makemeanidiot.I'llcallyourfather.)"

"EishAunty."

"Akusiyimotoryamkhonyaneleya?(isn'tthatourson

inlawscar?)"



Ilookdownandshelaughslowly.

"Hamba.Ubuyebeforekuphumailanga.(go.Come

backbeforesunrise.)"

Ismileandhugherbeforeshewalksinsidethe

house.InearthefenceasLangagetsoutofthecar.

IhavetojumpsinceIcan'topenthegatecause

Mkhuluwillhearit.I'm sureIcanstilljumpfences.I

walkbackwardsabit.

"Unyeziwenzanu?(whatareyoudoing?)",Langa

whispers.

Iignorehim andstartrunningandIsteponthesmall

steepofsandbeforejumpingovermissingastepin

mylandingandrollingontothefloor.

"Shit!Unyezi."

Langahelpsmeupandhegetsthedustoffmy

dress.Itssodarkouthere.Hewalksmetowardsthe

carandhelpsmein.IthinkItwistedsomething.My

foothurts.Hestartslaughingassoonashegetsin

thecarandIjoinhim.

"Whatwereyouthinking?",hesayslaughing.



"Iusedtodothatwhenjwasakidbutthatwasan

epicfail."

HelaughsharderandIpinchhim.

"Ouch!Truecoloursavailyourself.Ialwaysknewyou

wereabusive."

Irollmyeyesandhelaughs.

"Youalmostbrokealegjumpingfencesfordick."

Ilaughandhejoinsme.IlaughasIdoubleoverandI

noticehisstaring.

"What?"

"You'rebeautiful."

IsmileandlookdownasIfeelmycheeksgethot.

"Lookatme."

Iliftmyeyesandmeethis.Themoonandocean.

Themoonisstrawberryandtheoceancalm.I

missedthis.Imissedhim.Iknowit'sbeentwodays

withoutsleepingnexttohim butI'm justsousedtoit.

"Youkno-"



Icuthim offwithakissandherepliesandImoanat

thefeelofhislipsonmine.Wepulloutandheputs

hisforeheadonmineandwestareateachothers

eyes.

"Iloveyou."

"Jet'aime."

"Huh?"

"WaahUnyezi."

"HayiisiFrenchesani?(what'stheFrenchfor?)"

"I'm tryingtoberomantichere.Yousuchahood

girl."

"HahLanga!"

Helaughsandkissesme.

"Ufunangithini?Ngiyakuvatela?(whatdoyouwant

metosay?Iloveyou?)"

"Ngicwelengawe.(Iloveyou)"

Helaughsatme.

"Whatdoyouknowaboutkasitaal?"



"NgicavaezibaieNjayam.Ngikhulengiblome

emakoneni.(Iknowalotmydawg.Igrewupchilling

bythecorner.)"

"Soveleuyayipushainombolo?(soyouspeakkasi

slang?)"

"Ngiyawuphakamisausevenamathekeninamajita

sebayaziukuthiuguluvasekafikile.(Icausehavoc.

GirlsandboysknowthattheO.Ghasarrived.)"

"Salut'!"(salute)

"Salut'lova.(sakutegangster.)"

Hesmilesandwebumpfists.

"Ialwaysknewyouhadabitofgangsterinyousince

youcutmycousinswife'scheek."

"Me?Cutwho'scheek?"

Ilookawayandhemakesmelookathim.

"YouknowexactlywhatI'm talkingabout.Siyandais

walkingaroundwithascaronhercheekandshe

saysherchildscratchedbutIknowaknifecut.Ialso

knewitwasyou."



"Itwasn'tmeshame."

"You'resure?"

"Iswear."

HenarrowshiseyesatmeandIlookaroundthecar.

"Ifyousayso."

Ismileathim andstartlaughing.

"Don'ttellmeyou'velostyourmindnow."

"Mxm.Iguessshelistenedtomeafterall.

"Iknewit.Unyezi."

"What?"

"Ican'tmarryyouanymore.You'redangerous."

"Don'teventhinkaboutleavingme.I'llboilyour

balls."

"Ah.Yousee?Iwantmymoneyback."

"Khethilekhethile."(You'vechosen.)

Hesmilesandkissesme.

"Ichosewell."



Ismileandenterwineourhands.

"YouhavereallyuglyfingersLanga."

"Youdon'tcomplainwhentheyinsideyou."

Ilookathim withmymouthopen.Langa!

"CloseyourmouthbeforeIstickmydickinsideyour

mouth."

Ilaughandhejoinsme.Mystomachhurtswithall

thelaughingI'vebeendoing.

"Yousonasty."

"Youlikeit."

"Idon't.I'm soinnocentandyou'veruinedallthat."

Helooksatmeandlaughs.

"Wena?Innocent?(You?)"

HelaughsandIfoldmyarms.

"AhLanga!AhDeeperLanga!Faster!Yes!Yes!

Aaaah!",hescreamsimitatingme.

"Idon'tsoundlikethat."

"OhyesLanga!Godeeperpastordaddy!"



"Langauyabona?(yousee!)"

Hecarriesonimitatingme.Ijumpcarefullytothe

backseatwithouthurtingmyalreadyinjuredfoot.He

looksatme.

"Okay.I'm sorry.",hesaysstilllaughing.

Hejumpsnexttome.

"I'm sorry."

"Mxm."

"Look."

Ilookathim andhesmilescausingmetosmiletoo.

I'm soweakthou.

"Thatwastooeasy!"

"Whatwouldyouhavepreferred?"

Hesmilesandinchesclosertomyface.

"WouldyouhavepreferredifIlaidyoudown?"

HemoveshisfaceawayasI'm inchingcloser.

"IfIkissedyouhungrily?"

Hespeaksnexttomyearhisbreathebouncingoff



myskincausingmetoshiver.

"IfIsneakedmyhandinsideyourdressandrubbed

yourclitthroughyourpanties?"

Hekissesmyneckandlicksitbeforeblowingcold

aironitcausingmybreathetohitch.

"AndthenI'dtakethem off.I'dgetinbetweenyour

thighsandinsertmyselfinsideyouslowly."

Iclenchmythighsandhenoticesandhemoves

away.

"Isthathowyou'dpreferit?"

Ilookathim withmybreathequickeningasIstart

imagininghim doingallthattome.

"OrwouldyoupreferIdoitlikethis?"

HekissesmewithhungerandIreplywithasmuch

hunger.Helaysmedowngently.Thankgoodnesshe

camewithanSUVsoitsmorecomfortable.His

handstartgoingdownuntilhegetsitundermy

dress.Wherehishandhastouchedfeelshotandhe

removesmypantyslowly.Herubshisthumbonmy

clitandImoan.



"Youlikethat?"

Idon'tanswerandhestops.

"Iaskedyouaquestion."

Inodfast"Ido."

Hecarriesonandputshisindexfingerinandmoan.

"Howdoesthatmakeyoufeel?"

"Good.",Imoanout.

Heinsertshismiddlefingerandcurlsthem insideof

mewhilehisthumbisplayingwithmyclit.

"Howaboutthat?"

"Itfeels...Itfeels-Fuck!"

Hepumpsthem insideofmeandhisstillrubbingon

myclit.

"AnswermeorIstop."

"Itfeels...Goo...Good!"

HeupshispaceImoanabitlouder.

"Fuck!Ahyes!",ImoanoutasIcum alloverhis

fingers.



Hetakesthem outandlicksthem whilelookingme

intheeyesandmakesthat"mcah"soundandIlaugh.

"You'resonasty."

"Youtastegood."

Hekissesmeandliftsmetositontopofhim.The

hoeinmescreams.

"Don'tgettooexcited."

"Okay."

HelowershispantsandKhuzwayospringsoutandI

smilelickingmylips.

"Stoplookingatitlikeakidwhojustreceivedcandy."

"Ican'thelpit."

"You'reweird."

"Andyouloveit."

Heputshislowerlipbetweenhisteethandhis

dimplesshow.Doeshehavetobethissexy?He

helpsmeinserthimselfinme.Iputonehandonthe

windowasIfeelhim inme.Iputmyotherhandon

histhighbalancingmyself.Istartmovingslowlyand



hegripsmywaist.Hiseyesareclosedwithhislower

lipbetweenhisteethandheislookingup.Imoanas

hestartsrubbingonmyclit.

"MmmmhLanga."

Hetakesoutmyboobfrom mydressandstarts

suckingmynipple.Iputmyhandonhisshoulder

andstartmovingmywaistandhelayshisheadon

myshoulder.HisgroansturnmeonevenmoreandI

upmypace.

"FuckUnyezi!"

HespanksmyassandIupmypace.Ilaymyhands

onhischest.Iclenchmywallsaroundhim asIcum

andIfeelhiswarmthasheshootshisspermsinside

ofme.

"Fuck!"

Hegripsmybuttcheekstighterasheshootsthelast

ofhim.

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyou."

Heliftsmeupandtakeshimselfoutcausinghis



sperm todripout.Hetakesatowelandwipesme.

HepullshispantsupandIlayonhischest.

"Ihavesomethingforyou."

Hereachesforhispocket.

"Givemeyourhand."

Isitupstraightandhetakesmylefthand.Heopens

upasmallboxandaringshinesunderthemoon.Its

beautiful.

"Itsalateengagementring."

"Iloveit."

HeputsitsonandIlookatitsmilingwithtearsin

myeyes.

"Itsbeautiful.Itlooksexpensive."

"NomatterhowmuchmoneyIwasteitcannever

matchyourworth.IfIwasaKleptomaniacI'dsteal

themoonforyou."

"LunarKlepto.Themoonstealer."

"Themoonstealer."



IlayonhischestandIlookatthemoonoutsidethe

window.Itsbeautifulasalways.Ismilelookingat

thediamondringonmyfinger.SphiwoMommy

lovesDaddy.We'regettingmarried.

KUHLEKONKESILANGWE

IgetonthestageandIcirclearoundthepole.Ilift

myselfuponthepoleasmyminderaseseveryone

aroundme.IstartmovingupthepoleandIslide

downandlandwithastretchandthecrowdscreams

throwingmoney.Icarryondancingforanhour.I

collectthemoneyonthestageandIwalkoffthe

stageassoonasPrincesswalksin.Igetintothe

changingroom countingmymoneyandImadequite

abuck.Ichangeintomyshortuniform andget

behindthebar.

"Twofingervodka.4icecubes."

Ipourhim hisdrinkandputitinfrontofhim.

"Youlookedreallygreatonthatpole.I'llgiveyoy

R2000foronenight."



"I'm astripper.Notaprostitute."

Imoveontothenextcustomer.Itsabitbusyonthe

polesidesoI'm nottoobusythisside.Twoguyscall

meover.

"Doublescotch.Noice."

"Same."

Inodandpourthem theirdrinks.

"What'saprettygirllikeyoudoinghere?"

"Thisisnotamovie.Iwon'tfallinlovewithyouand

you'llbemyknightinshiningarmour.Welivehappily

everafter.I'm notCinderella."

Imovetoothercustomersandservethem their

drinks.Theycallmeagain.

"Refill."

Ipourthem theirrefillsandtheotherguyislooking

atthepolesection.Heturnsaroundandoureyes

meetwhenhetakeshisdrink.Hiseyeshavestarsin

them.IalmostdropthebottlesoIputitonthe

counter.Ican'tmovemyeyesawayfrom his.Ilook

attheotherguyandhiseyesarenormal.Iturntothe



alienagainandthestarsarestillthere.I'm losingmy

mind.

"Areyouokay?"

Ijumpatthesoundofhisvoice.Itssodeepand

refreshing.I'm losingit.

"Yeah...Yeah."

Hesmilesanddimplesshowonthesideofhisface

andIkeepsteadywithmyhandonthecounteras

mykneesgetweak.Hemustbeanalien.Hehas

starsinhiseyes.Ihurrytothenextcustomer.Iserve

peopleavoidingthealiendudeseyes.

"Refill."

Irefilltheirglasses.

"Yougoodonthepole."

"Thankyou."

"BhekikhayaKhuzwayo."

"KuhlekonkeSilangwe."

"ThisismystupidbrotherKhulekani."



"Nicetomeety'all."

"Samehere."

IservepeoplewhenKhulekaniasksforaglassof

water.

"Youhavebeautifuleyes.",Isayrandomlyand

Bhekikhayasmiles.

"Thankyou.Itsjustregularbrowneyesthou."

"No.Youhavethesestarsinthem.They'rebeautiful."

Helooksatmeandthanhisbrother.Theygiveeach

otherknowinglooks.

"ThankyouKuhle."

IsmileasImovearoundthecounter.Myfeetare

killingmeandIhave30minuteslefttillknockoff

time.ThetwoKhuzwayobrothersseentobehaving

aseriousconversationandIbetyouitsaboutmeby

thewaytheykeeplookingatme.Ishrugitoffand

handovermydutiestoNatasha.Iheadtothe

changingroom andgetoutoftheseheelsand

clothes.Iwearmyjeanandoversizedhoodie.Iwear

myallstarsandgrabmymoneyImadetonight.I



walkoutandIwaitformyuberoutside.

"Kuhle!"

IturnaroundandI'm metbystarsagain.

"Hey.Uhm.Iwasabouttodrivehome.Wantalift?"

"No.I'm fine."

"Comeon."

"Whatifyou'reamurderer?"

Hewalksandlaughs.

"I'llmurderyouaswego."

Ilaughandfollowhim.Icheckmypocketandmy

pocketknifeisthere.HeopensthedoorformeandI

getinabsorbingthewarmthofthecarand

comfortablenessoftheseats.Hegetsinandstarts

theenginethecarroaringasitcomestolife.

"Wheredoyoustay?"

"Emlazi."

Henodsandstartsdriving.

"Where'syourbrother?"



"Hesaidhewasstayingbehind.Hedidn'tcomewith

meanyway."

Inodandlookoutthewindowlookingatthestars.

"You'rebeautiful."

"Thanks.",Ismileatthecompliment.

"CanIseeyouagain?"

"Uhm..."

"Please.Youseem likeaniceperson."

"OhbutI'm alwaysworking."

"Wheneveryou'refree.Callme.Putyournumberon

myphone."

Itakethephoneandopenit.Hedoesn'thavea

password.Isavemynumbersandputhisphone

downagain.

"Thankyou."

"Forwhat?"

"Yournumbers."

"Itsokay."



WesitinsilencetillwedriveineMlaziandIstart

directinghim.HereIam beingdrivenhomebya

strangerwithstarsforeyes.Itsbeenaweirdday.
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KUHLEKONKE

Ihadwokenuptopreparemylittlesisterforschool

andIgotbacktobedwhenshewasgone.Iwork

nightshiftsthisweeksoIgettosleepthewholeday

tillIhavetowakeupandgotowork.Ispillthedirty

waterIwasbirthingwithandgotdressed.Iam

goingbacktobedsinceIhavenothingtodo.My

phoneringsasIgetundertheblankets.Itsan

unknownnumbersoIanswerandkeepquiet.

"Kuhlekonke?"

Idon'trecognisethevoice.

"Ufunwaubani?(who'slookingforher?)"

"BhekikhayaKhuzwayofrom lastnight."

"Ohyou."

"Yesme.CanIseeyou?"

Ithoughtthisguywouldforgetaboutmeandwe'd

bothmoveonwithourlives.

"Ican't.I'm sick.",Idon'teventrytomakethesound



convincing.

"Unamanga.I'm outside.(you'relying)"

Isitupstraight.

"What?"

"Ngingaphandle.(I'm outside.)"

"Ican'tgoout.I'm sick.",Isayfakingacough.

"Okay.I'm comingin."

What?!Isthisguycrazy?!Youdon'tjustforce

yourselfintosomeone'slife.Ishouldn'tevenhave

showedhim whereIlived!

"No!Youcan't-"

HedropsthecallandIquicklygetoutofbed

checkinghowIlookinthemirrorandfixingmyhair.

Whyam IevenworriedabouthowIlook?ImeanI

dontevenlikethisguy.IhearthedooropenandI

jumpbackintobed.Didhejustbargein?!OhGod!

WhathaveIgottenmyselfinto?!Istartcoughingand

sneezing.

"Kuhle!"



Hisapsychopath!Whatifhisanalienandhewants

toeatmybrain?IfIpretendI'm sickI'm surehe

won'tsuckmybrain.HewalksinasIcoughreally

hardandIwinceatthepaininmychest.

"Thatsoundsreallybad."

"Youcan'tbargeintosomeone'shouselikethis!"

"I'm sorrybutyoulyingandtryingtogetridofme."

Irollmyeyesashesitsonthebedandsmileslike

anidiot.Thishastobethemostweirdestposition

I'vebeenin.Whatdoesthisguywantfrom me?I'm

justtryingtogetmylittlesisterandIthroughschool.

"Cuttheact."

Istopcoughingandhelooksatme.Thestars

shiningbrightertodaythantheywereyesterday.I

stillthinkhisanalien.

"Youneedtoleave."

Hissmilefadesandhefurrowshisbrows.

"I'm justtryingtogettoknowyou."

"There'snothingtoknow.Iappreciatetheliftlast



nightbutpleaseleave."

Hestandsupandheputshishandsinhispockets.

HelooksdownatmeandInoticehisjawtick.

"Kuhlekonke.Iam notgoingtobegyou.Youhave

mynumbers.Whenyoufinallystopthinkingyourclit

ismadeofgoldyouhavemynumbers."

Hewalksoutwithhisnoseflaredandbangsthe

door.Didhejust?Nohedidn't!Noway!Ilaughand

followhim.

"Bhekikhayaright?"

Hestopsopeningthegateandturnsaroundslowly.

"Listentome.Verycarefully.Youdon'tcomeintomy

houseuninvitedandinsultme.I'llstabyourfucken

eyeout.IfyoutryingtogetafreefucksorryImaybe

astripperbutI'm noprostitute.Whodoyoueven

thinkyouare?"

Helooksatmeandchucklesbuthisnotamusedat

all.

"IfyouweremygirlI'dfucksomerespectintoyou.If

Iwantedtofuckyoutrustmeyou'dbeunderme



rightnowmoaning."

IcrossmyarmsundermyboobsandInoticehis

eyesgothere.Somuchfor"ifIwantedtofuckyou..."

"NowlookKuhlekonkeI'm aniceguy.Idon'tknow

yourreasonsofbeingsoclosedoffbutthat

shouldn'tbeanexcusetoberude.I'm nottryingto

getintoyourpants.Yet."

Heopensthegateandstepoutclosingitbehindhim

andIwatchhim getintohiscaranddrivesoff.I've

neverbeensospeechlessinmylife.Istandagainst

thewallstillshocked.Igetbackinsideandsitonthe

bed.MaybeIwasabitrudeandIletacuteguywalk

out.Butfuckhissexyass.Thereareotherhotguys.

IvideocallNoxoloandsheanswers.Thisone

alwayslooksbeautiful.

"Sthandwa."

IsmileandInoticeshe'sdrinkingwine.

"Alcoholictendencies.OnaMonday?!"

"I'm thirsty!Inmorewaysthanone.",shesays

laughingandIjoinher.



"WhathappenedtoVusi?"

"Hismarriedmgani!Hiswifecalledmeswearingat

me.Youknowmeanddramadon'tgetalong.I

apologizedandcuttheniggaoff."

"Whyam Ionlyhearingaboutthisnow?"

"I'vebeenbusywithwork."

"How'sthatgoing?MsBakeryOwner."

"Great.Iam gettingalotofordersfrom housewives

foreveryeventtheythrow."

"Thatisgreatbabe."

"ThatofferstillstandsKonke."

"IknowbutIappliedonlinetovariouslawfirmsandI

havehope."

"You'llfinallygetoutofthatclub."

"Don'tjudge."

"YouknowI'm not.You'rewaytoosmarttobeata

stripclub.Iwanttoseeyouincourt."

"IjustwishIgetonelawfirm totakeme."



"YoushouldsendyourCVtoKhuzwayoLawAnd

Order.They'reabiglawfirm.You'dmakesome

moneythere."

"NoNox.Idon'twanttogetaheadofmyself.The

likesofKhuzwayolawyersdon'tevenupincourt.

Everyoneisscarefofgoingagainstthem.I'm not

thatgood."

"Whydoyoutakeyourselfforapoes?"(Pussy)

"IjustknowmylimitanditswaybelowKhuzwayo's

lawfirm."

Shefacepalmsherselfandgulpsherglassofwine.

"I'm comingoverwithwine.Wegoingtodrink.Get

drunk.Callinsickforyourshift.SendyourCVto

KhuzwayoLawAndOrderandwe'llwakeup

tomorrowwithahangoverawaitingareply."

"Ineedsomewine.Bringtwobottles."

"What'swrong?"

"Iturneddownaveryhothunktoday."

Shescreamsatme.



"What?!I'm comingthere!"

ShedropsthecallandIlaugh.Noxoloiscrazy.We

metatthestripclub.Shewasmymentorandtaught

metheropesorshouldIsaypoles.Shewasthefirst

personIletinandcriedto.Sheisagreatbakerand

shetookashortbusinesscourseandshehadsaved

upsomemoneytoopenupherownregistered

bakeryintownandshe'sbeentryingtogetmeto

workforherbutI'm notmeantforthekitchen.I'm a

dancerandagraduatedlawstudent.Theonly

eatablethingIcanmakeconsistsofnoodlesandan

omelet.MyteenagesisteristheonethatcooksIjust

buygroceries.Istilltreatherlikeakideventhough

she's15.She'llalwaysbemybaby.She'sallIhave

left.

UNYEZI

Thealarm onLangasphonewakesusup.Itsstilla

bitdarkoutsideandmyankleisswollenandpainful.

Ipopgum intomymouth.

"Mybackhurts.",Langawhines.



"I'dgiveyouamassagebutitslate.Canyouhelpme

jump?"

"Youreallyhurt.I'llfetchyoulatersoIcantakeyou

toadoctor."

"Okay."

HekissesmeandIsmileintothekiss.

"Pleasedon'tmentionmynametoyourfatherwhen

heaskswhathappenedtoyou.Youknowhedoesn't

likeme."

"Helikesyou.AuntysaystheSosibomenareall

naturallymean."

"Hehasoneofthose'I'llkillyou'looks."

"Asifyou'dlethim."

"Iwould.Can'tsaythesameformybrothersand

father."

"Poortaima.(dad)"

"SowhenarewegoingbacktoDurban?"

"Myleaveendsnextweek."



"Kambeyouhavework."

"Imissedwork.Iam alsoapplying."

"Forwhat?"

"Psychology."

"Really?"

"Yes.Iwanttohelppeople."

"I'm proud."

"Iloveyouandappreciateyoursupport."

"Iloveyoutoo.Ipromised."

Wekissandgetoutofthecar.Heliftsmeupand

helpsmeoverthefence.Ikisshim andlimpback

inside.Hewatchesmegetinsidethehouse.Iget

insideandmyauntisalreadyupdrinkingtea.

"Besengithiawusabuyi!"(Ithoughtyouweren't

comingback.)

"Haauntie."

Ilimptothecouchnexttoher.

"Whathappenedtoyourankle?"



"Ifellwhilejumpingthefence."

"Ukunikakamnandiboumkwenyana.Songaze

ulimaleleisende?(oursoninlawmustbegivingitto

yougood.Yourathergethurtbecauseofdick?)"

"Aunty!",Isaylaughing.

"Angikuxeki.Hambauyogezaunukaucansiphu!(I'm

notjudging.Gobath.Yousmellofsex.)"

Ilaughandstanduplimpingtomyroom.Itsactually

myfather'sbuthesaidhewillsleepwithMkhuluin

hisrondavel.AuntyiswaytooblantIthinkshaking

myheadasItakethehotwatersheboiledforme.I

stripnakedandIremembertheactivitiesoflast

night.Ilookattheringandsmilewhileputtinga

handonmychest.AftertakingabathIdomy

morningritual.Ilighttheincenseandcandlesand

startsayingmyclannames.Ifeelpresencesinthe

room.IfeelthehairsonmyneckstandupandIstill

haven'tgottenusedtoit.Dadsuggestedthat

ngiphahle(consultwithmyancestors)everymorning

sotheycanlightmyjourney.Istartthankingthem

forLangaandItellmygrandmotherIforgiveherand



Ifeelwetnessonmyshoulder.Iwipeitanditswet.I

lookupandthere'snosignofwater.Ilookatthe

candlesastheyglowbrighter.IknowGogo.

Ngyakuxolela.(Iforgiveyou.)

BHEKIKHAYA

Iam parkedoutsideherplaceforthesecondtime

todayandI'm smokingmycigarette.Iwenttoher

workplaceandtheysaidshedidn'tcomeintoday.I

getoutofthecarandIstandatthegateforawhile.

WeexchangedwordsearlieronandIknowIshould

stayawaybutsomethingkeepspullingmebackto

her.ShemaybetheoneI'vebeenlookingfor.I

haven'teventoldmybrothersaboutheryetonly

KhulekaniandThandoknowsabouther.Thando

saidgirlslikeitwhenyoupestthem butwhatofshe

hatesit.IstomponthecigaretteasIopenthegate.I

walkinsidetheyardandIstandinfrontofthedoor.

Therearevoicesinside.Allfeminine.Fuckit!Ifshe

talkstrashagainI'm fuckingsomesenseintoher.

Imagesofheronthatpoleyesterdayflashinmy

mindandIshakethem away.Ifshe'stheonethan



she'sgottaquit.Nogroupofmenwillgapeandget

erectiokovermywoman.Ifinallydecidetoknock.

"Comein!",avoiceyellsinside.

Iopenthedoorslowlyandwalkinsideslowly.Ihave

6eyesonmeassoonasIclosethedoorbehindme.

"Sanibona.(hello)"

Theyallkeepquietandjuststareatme.I'm usedto

thisreactionfrom ladies.Ikeepmyeyesontheonly

twopairsofeyesthatmaybelongtomyfuturewife.

"Ah.Bhekikhaya?"

"Yeah.IthoughtImightcomebackandtalkabout

whathappenedearlier."

Shestandsupandshebalancesherselfonthe

coach.Inoticethebottlesofwineonthetable.

"Sisi.I'm goingtosleep.",ayounggirlsays.

"Uhokaysweety."

Thegirlsgoestooneofthetworooms.

"Uh...NoxolothisisBhekikhaya."



Thegirlonthefloorsmiles.

"I'veheardalotaboutyou."

IlookatKuhleandshelooksatthegirlintroduced

asNoxolo.Soshe'sbeentalkingaboutme?Good.

"Wecantalkinmyroom."

"Already?Thathagirl.",thegirlcalledNoxolosays.

IlaughatthatandKuhlewalkstoherroom.Sheis

dressedinshortsandsport'sbraanddamnshe's

gotmeanasslegs.IstareatherassandIfeelthe

littlemandowntheregetexcited.Nowisnotthe

perfecttimeforaboner.Shesitsonherbedlikea

kidwithherlegscrossedandIcan'thelpbutimagine

thearoundmywaistasIstrokeintoher.Icansee

herpussyprintandbrosmamigotitthick!

"Khaya!"

Istopstaringandshetakesapillowandhidesaway

mygoodview.Damn!

"Talk."

"Aboutearlier.Youdon'thavetoapologise."



ShelooksatmelikeI'vegrownadickonmyhead.

DidIsaysomethingwrong?

"What?"

"You'retheonethatinsultedme.Bargedintomy

house.Youshouldapologise."

"Me?"

Shelooksatatme.

"Okay.Uhm...Sorry?"

"You'refuckingwithmerightnow."

"Iwon'tmindreally."

"Khayalisten-"

"Sssh."

Iputmyfingeronhermouth.

"Sayitagain."

"Saywhat?Removeyourfingerfrom mylips!"

"Sayitagain.Please."

"Khayamahn!"



Iremovemyfingerandsmile.

"Sayitmoregentle.Actuallymoanitout."

ShelooksatmeandIstareintohereyes.The

atmospherethickens.

"Sayit."

Ipullherlegsandgetinbetweenthem.Idryhump

her.

"Khaya.",shemoansit.

IthinkthisistheperfectmoanI'veeverheard.Iget

offherashardasitis.Dadtaughtmepatience.Isit

whereIwasseatedandshesitsupstraight.Ibite

mylowerlipasshetakesbreathsandherboobs

moveupanddown.

"Idon'twanttotakeadvantageofyou.You'redrunk.

I'llcomebacktomorrowekseni.(inthemorning.)"

Istandupandfixmyboner.

"Wait."

Istoponmysteps.Ilookatherandshelooksatme.

"Nevermind.Tomorrow."



Ismileandwalkout.

"ByeNoxolo."

"Ciao."

IwalkoutandassoonasIgetintothecarIhitthe

steeringwheel.

"Fuck!"

Idriveoffwithaboner.IguessI'llbeDSTVtoday.

Selfservice.
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LANGALAKHE

IparkacrosstheroadtextUnyeziI'm outside.Her

grandfatherissittingundertheshadeasusual.I'm

nevernearingthattreeeveragain.Thisfamilyis

weirdandveryrude.IseeUnyezikneelnexttoher

grandfather.Weusuallytalkforhoursandat00:00

wepraythanwetalktilloneofusfallsasleep.Her

auntscomesoutofthehouseandwalkstowards

thegate.Shestandsbythegatewithherhandson

herwaistandshoutsforme.

"Mkhwenyana!(soninlaw)"

Igetoutofthecarandwalktowardsher.Itakeout

myhatandwringitinmyhands.

"Sawubonaaunti(helloaunty)."

"Wangasangeni?(whyaren'tyoucomingin?)"

"Eishauntiuyaziangamulekile.BengisacelauUnyezi

ngimuyisekadokotela.(youknowI'm notwelcome.I

justwantUnyeziIwanttotakehertothedoctor.)"

"Hayiwena!Sowulikhokhelileikhekhelakhe.Ngena.



(Noman!You'vepaidforhervagina.Comein.)"

Ienterthegateandshewalksustowardsthetree.If

thattreegetsoffit'srootandhitsmewithit's

branchesI'm cuttingitdown!IsmileatUnyeziand

shelooksdown.

"Sawubonamkhulu.Unyezi."(heygrandpa.)"

"Yebondodana.(heyson)"

UnyezisauntgetsmeachairandIsitametreaway

from theshade.Idon'twantanymistakes.Inotice

Unyezilaughbehindherjacket.

"Besengiweolukhulungawe."(I'veheardalotabout

you.)

"Ihopeitsonlygood."

"Yes.Toogoodtobetrue."

Heputshiselbowonhiskneeandpointsatme.This

guyseyebrowsorshouldIsayeyebrowcauseits

justonestraightlineissothick.Itslikehisminihair.

"You'veprovenyourlovetomydaughteryesterday.I

respectyou.YoupaidalotofmoneyforherandI

hopeyoudon'tthinkyouownher."



"No.Notatall.Iwasn'tbuyingher."

"Good.Westillhavealottotalkaboutsonbutthis

oneneedstogotothedoctorsinceshejumps

fencesatnight."

IcoughandUnyezipretendstonothearhim.

"Jumpsfences?"

"Iknow.Thisismyyard.Icanhearevenwhen

there'sanantintheyard."

HesquintshiseyesatusandIcastmyeyesdown.

"Kodwaakusenani.Hambani.WenaUnyeziuyeke

ukuzenzauJackieChina!"(Butthenitsnotmuchofa

bigdeal.Leave.YouUnyezi.Stoppretendingtobe

JackieChan.)

IlaughandUnyezishootsmeadeathglareandI

chokeonmylaughter.

"JackieChanMkhulu!"

"Oksalayoungitholile."(Aslongyougotme.)

ShelimpsoutoftheshadeandIonlyliftherup

whenitssafe.



"Salekahlemkhulu."(Bye.)

HewavesandIwalktothecarwithherinmyarms.

She'sheavierthanusual.Shemustbelovetherural

life.IputherinthecargentlyandIjumpintomyseat.

"You'reokay?"

"Yes."

Ismileandleanovertokissher.

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyouwaymore."

Istarttheengineanddrivethroughthedustystreets

withUnyezisleeping.Shemustbetired.Wehardly

sleptlastnight.IparkoutsideDr.Singh'spractice

andopenherdoorandwakeherup.

"Sthandwasami.(mylove)"

Sheopenshereyes.

"Ses'fikile?"(We'vearrived?)

"Yeah.Woza."(come.)

Ipickherupandwewalkinside.Itsnotfullweare



actuallythirdinline.Peopleoptfortraditional

medicinearoundhere.

"Isitpainful?"

"WhenIsteponithard."

"KarateKid.",Isaylaughing.

"KodwaLanga!Uyazibona?!"(ButLanga!Yousee

yourself?!)

"OkaysorryThongPo.",Ilaughharderandshesmiles.

"Uyabhorashame.(you'reboring.)"

Ismileandkisshercheek.Iplaywithhercheeksas

sheisonherphone.

"Langa!"

"What?"

"Stoppullingmycheeks!"

"Okay."

Istartplayingwithherhair.Itssofluffy.Irubher

scalpandshemoans.

"HayiUnyezi."



"Carryon."

Icarryonandtheladynexttousislookingatuslike

we'reidiots.Idon'tcareI'm givingmywomanahead

massage.

"Ouch!"

"Sorry.Youhairgotcaughtuponmywatch."

"Ngyeke."(Leavemealone)

Iputmyhandaroundhershoulderandputmyhand

insideherdressandplaywithherboob.

"Ouch!"

"What?"

"Myboobsarepainful.Dontsqueezethem."

Inodandstartpullingherear.She'sonherphone.

Instagram tobeprecise.

"Howcomeyoudon'thaveinstagram?"

"I'm busymakingmoneyforpostingpicturesfor

followers."

"But-"



"Don'ttryconvincingme.Postonmybehalfonyour

page."

"You'resuchabore.Bengizopolangawe."(Iwas

gonnasecurethebagwithyou.)

"I'm alreadymakingmoneyeverysecond.I'm not

greedy."

"Iam."

"Soyou'dlikeitifwomenmasturbatedtomy

pictures?"

"Actuallyyou'refinewithoutInsta."

"Yousee-"

"UnyeziSosibo!"

Ihelpherstandandliftherupintotheconsultation

room.Ilayheronthebedandsitnexttoher.The

doctorcomesinandgreetsus.ShetouchesUnyezis

ankleandshewinces.

"Begentle.",Iscold.

IkissUnyezishandasthedoctorrubsointmenton

herandputsonabandage.



"Shetwistedherankleabitbutshe'llbefine.I'dgive

youpainkillersbutIcan'tinyourcondition."

"Condition?",Unyeziasks.

"Sorry.Thepregnancy."

"Pregnancy?",UnyeziaskslookingatmeandIlook

away.

"Youdidn'tnotice?Wantascan?I'llchargethou."

"Itsokay.Justscan."

Shelaysonthebedagainandthelookshe'sgiving

mehasmelookingalloverthisroom.Sheliftsher

shirtupandherstomachlooksplumperandrounder.

Itrytouchingitbutsheslapsmyhand.Iremoveitas

theoldwomanappliesgelonherandshehisses.

Shestartsmovingthisthingonherstomach.

"Gudugudugudu."

"Thatstheheartbeat."

IsmileasItakeoutmyphoneandstartrecording.

UnyezistartscryingandIwipeoffthegel.Ihugher

andshecries.Idon'tsayanythingbutjustholdher.

Shefinallycalmsdown.



"You'reokay?"

"Don'ttouchme."

"WhatdidIdo?"

"Youkeepimpregnatingme!Itstooearly!"

"Sorrybutwebothknewwe'dgetherewithfucking

raw."

Sheignoresmeasthedoctorcomesbackinand

handsusthesonarscans.Shesaidshe'sonemonth.

Mycalculationsaretellingmeshefellpregnant

whenwewerefuckinginthebathroom.Idrivetomy

housewithherjustlookingoutsidethewindow

silentlycrying.

KUHLEKONKE

Itakeahugegulpofthecoffee.Mysisterisat

schoolandNoxololeftearlieron.Ihaveaheadache

andIlooklikeI'm from azombieapocalypsemovie.I

layonthecouchslowlyandIyellatmyselffor

drinkingsomuchyesterday.AfterKhayaleftwe

dranklikefish.Thatguyleftmeallhotandbothered



yesterdayIfeltlikecrying.Istillfeelhim humpon

mewhenIimagineit.Isitwrongthatthinkingabout

him inbetweenmythighsgivesmeanorgasm?He

justreleasedtheinnerhoeinme.Aknockdisturbs.

Whothefuckisit?!IstandupgroaningasIgoopen

thedoor.Heisstandingtherelookinglikethemeal

heis.Ievenforgotabouthim comingtoday.I'm not

evengoingtotryfixingmyselfup.AslongasItooka

bath.Appreciatetheeffort.

"Youlooklikeamess."

"Iknow."

Imoveoutofthewayandheentersclosingthedoor.

Idragmyselftothesittingroom andlayonthe

couchagain.Heliftmylegsupandsitsdownbefore

puttingthem ontopofhim.

"Hangover?"

"Ahecticone."

"Shame.Haveyouheard?"

"Heardwhat?"

"Undergroundwasburntyesterday."



Isitupandgroanasmyheadthrobsmore.

"What?Whattime?"

"Idontknow.Rumorhasitthefirestartedafterthey

closed."

"Great!I'm jobless.Ihavefuckenbillstopay!"

"Youcanstillfindanotherjob.Unlessyoulovedyour

job."

"Ihateditbutitpaidthebills."

"Sowhatisyournextplan?"

"I'llhavetoaskNoxifherofferstillstands.I'm

fucked!"

"Icanhelpyououtwiththebills."

"NoIalwayshaveaplan.I'llmanage."

Henodsandrubsmylegs.Ican'tbelievenoonehas

toldmeaboutthis.Idon'tevenknowwheremy

phoneis.Ican'tworkatabakeryifIcan'tbake.

"YouknowI'm gladthatplaceburntdown."

Ilookathim andhelooksatme.Thestarsarebright.



"Nomanwillbegettingeretionsoveryou."

Idon'tanswerhim andhishandsrubupabitandhe

caressesmythighs.IfthisguyknewhowlongI

haven'tbeentouchedlikethathewouldn'tbedoing

thisrightnow.

"Situp.",histellsme.

Isitupgentlyandfacesme.Myeyesgodowntohis

dickandIcanseeitthatitshard.Imovemyeyes

awayasmyclitdances.IsitbitchyifIclimbthisguy

anddoasIplease?Worsehisastranger.

"Areyouinarelationship?"

"No.Why?"

"Good.Idon'twanttoeatwheresomeoneiseating

too."

"Whatareyoueating?"

"You."

Ilaughandhesmiles.ThosedimplesLord!

"Fuck!",hesaysrubbinghisface.

"What'swrong?"



"Ihaveneverdonethisbefore."

"Donewhat?"

"This.WhereIhavetothreadcarefullyaroundagirl

causeshemightpushmeawaybutIwanttobang

hersobad."

"Youjustsaywhateveryouthinkingheh?"

Heputshiselbowsonhiskneesandrubshisface

withhispalms.Hemoveshishandsoutofhisface.

"Iwanttofuckyousobad."

Ilookatthiscutealieninfrontofme.Inmyhistory

ofbeingwithaguythisisafirst.

"Konke.I'lltakeyoutodatesafterbutrightnowjust

letme...Letmehitit.Testdrive."

Godareyoutemptingme?Causeifyouareits

working.WhenIdon'tanswerhestandsupand

headsforthedoor.Heopensthedoorandclosesit

againandlocksit.Heturnsaroundandlooksatme.

"Fuckit!"

Hewalkstowardsmeandpullsmebymylegs.This



isbecominganorm.Hegetsinbetweenmythighs

andkissesme.HislipsaresosoftandIcantaste

cigarettes.Hebitesmylowerlipanddeepensthe

kiss.Mymindisatwar.ShouldIpushhim away?

ShouldIgoaheadandlethim smash?Thehoeinme

screams"Yes!".Hishandgoesdownandherubson

methroughmyshorts.Amoanescapesmylipsas

hispacegetsfaster.Iarchmybackashecarrieson

rubbing.

"Mmmmh.",Imoanslowlyandheupshispace

causingmetocum.

Hepullsoutofthekissandlooksathishandywork

andsmiles.

"You'resofuckenwet."

HetakesoffmyshortsandsinceI'm notwearing

underwearheismetbymyshavedthickvagina.

ThankGodIshaveeveryweek!Hetakesoffhis

pantsandhissizeispleasingtotheeyes.Hetakes

outacondom from hispocketandputsiton.I'm

sprawledonthecouchwaitingforhim.Herubs

himselfonmeandentersmeslowlyandIgasp.



"Fuck!You'resowarm andtight."

HestartsmovingroughlyandIam screaminginpain

andpleasure.Iftheneighborhooddoesn'thearme

thanthesewallssurecankeepasecret.

"Khaya!Aaaah!Fuck!"

Icanfeelhim inthedeepestpartsofmeashe

pumpshardandfastintome.Ifeelabuildcoming

andhechokesme.

"Cum ifyouwanttobreathe!"

MybodyshootsupandIscream asIorgasm hard.

Hemakesmeholdontothecouchwhereyourest

yourbackandheentersfrom behindbangingme

roughly...[REMOVED]

[REMOVED]

HeisroughbutIwon'tlieI'm enjoyingit.Hehasme



onmykneesonthecarpetandheishittingitfrom

thebackwhilehisthumbisrubbingonmyanus.He

pullsmybraidsandhepumpsintomerealfast.

"Khaya!Ah!Ah!Shit!"

Hegripsmywaisttighterandbringsmyasscloser

tohim asheputsallofhim in.Igaspforsomeair

andgetsomeairinwhenhetakeshimselfout.

BeforeIcancatchanotherbreatheheshoves

himselfinsidemeandIscream.

"Fuuuuuck!"

Heputsallofhim andIswearifhecouldhe'dshove

hisballsinaswell.IswearthewaghissodeepIcan

feelhisdickgreetmyselfesteem.Icum hardandhe

fucksmethroughmyorgasm.Ihavemylegsinmy

armsandheentersmeslowly.

"Ahyes!Fuck!"

Theslowpacedoesn'tlastlongandI'm screaming

again.Hehasmyneckinhishandandhisnot

chokingmetodeathbutjusthasitinhishand.

"Fuck!"



Hegroansoutanddirectsmyhandtowardsmyclit

andIrubonmyself.

"Scream myname!"

Idon'tfollowhisorderandhepresseshardonmy

neckgoingreallyrough.

"Khaya!"

Hepresseshisthumbonmyclit.

"Louder!"

"Khaya!!AhFaster!"

HestartspumpingreallyfastandIscream hisname

asIsquirtalloverthecarpet.Hefucksmethrough

myorgasm andhecumesgropingmyboobinhis

hand.

"Fuuuuck!"

Heshootsthelastofhim andcollapsesnexttome.

We'rebothbreathingreallyheavyandmyvaginais

burning.IclosemyeyesasIsleepoffmytiredness.I

evenforgotaboutthehangoverIhad.



32

UNYEZI

Iam onthephonewithmyauntandshe'shappy

instead.

"Sowhyareyoucrying?"

"I'm notreadyaunty.IjustlostSphiwo.Ijustfound

y'all.Ihavealottodo.Ican't.Iwon'tmanage."

LangadroveustohishomeandI'm onthephone

withauntandshe'snotgettingme.

"Phahla.Seekguidancefrom yourancestors.Pray.

Godknowswhathisdoing."

IwipemytearsasLangacomesin.

"PleasetellMkhuluandDadIwon'tbehometoday."

"Okay."

Idropthecallandcovermyselfwiththeblanketsas

Isniff.IcanhearLangawalkingaroundtheroom.

I'm careless.HowcanIletmyselffallpregnantagain?

JustafterIlostachild?Istillhaven'tdealtwithmy

stuff.Istillhavetofindthebag.Istillhavetoget



backthethrone.

"Unyezi."

IkeepquietandIfeelthebeddip.Hesnatchesthe

blanketsoff.

"Hlalangezinqa."(Situpstraight)

Isitupstraightandhesitswithhiselbowsonhis

thighs.

"Unyezi.You'reblamingmeforyourpregnancy?"

Idon'tanswerbutjustwipemytears.

"I'm sorry."

Ishakemyheadandhelooksatme.

"I'm sorryforimpregnatingyouagain."

"Don'tapologize.I'm alsoatfault."

"Whydoyouhavetopushmeawayeverytimeyou're

hurt?"

Ilookdownandheliftsmyheadup.

"Lookmeintheeyeandtellmewhy."

Helooksmeintheeyeandthemoonisdullandthe



oceantideshigh.

"TellmewhyeverytimeItryreachingoutyoualways

pushmeaway."

"I'm...I...",Itrysayingsomethingbutwordsfailme.

"Iloveyou.I'm willingtotakethebulletforyoubut

mostlyyou'retheoneholdingthegun.Ithurts."

Hewipesawayatearquickly.Myheartbreaksat

that.

"Letmein.Webothlostachild.Webothhaving

anotheroneontheway.You'renotaloneinthis."

"Langa."

"NoUnyezi.DoyouthinkIlikeitwhenyoucry?"

Ishakemyhead.

"I'm sorry.Iknowyouhaven'tfullyhealedfrom our

miscarriage.Youwantedtogetbacktoschool.You

havetofindyourhealerbag.Thethrone.AndImay

havetakenyoutwostepsbackbyimpregnatingyou

again."

Iholdhishandandhelooksatme.



"I'm sorry.I'm puttingalltheblameonyou."

HetriestalkingandIshakemyhead.

"IthurtsLanga.I'm scared.WhatifIlosethisonetoo?

I'm tired.MylifekeepsongettingbumpyandIkeep

ondraggingyouwith.EverytimeIthinkI'm finding

peacesomethingalwaysgoeswrong.It'stiring."

Hepullsmetohischest.

"Godnevergivesaproblem withnosolution.He

knowsyou'llmanage.Justtalktome.I'm here.

Acknowledgethat."

Iholdhim tighterandsniffhim.Hesmellsgoodbut

onethingismissing.Tobaccosmell.

"Don'tyouwanttosmoke?"

Helooksatmequestionably.

"Youwanttosmoke?"

"No.Notme.Yousmellextrasexywiththenicotine

smell."

Helooksatmeandsmiles.Hehasthemostcutest

smile.



"Ihopemychildgetsthosedimples."

"Theycomewiththepackage."

Iputmyfingerinhisdimples.They'resodeep.

"Letmegosmokethen."

"Justholdmefornow."

Henodsandlaysdownwithmeontopofhim.His

rubbingmyassandhesqueezesit.

"Yourbootyisthicker."

"Iknow."

"Ilikeit."

"Ofcourseyouwould."

Hechucklesandspanksit.

"I'm resigning."

"What?Why?"

"Istillwanttostudy.I'm alreadygettingpaidenough

forpostingarandom pictureandalotofmyhustles

soIcanstillmanagemylifestyle.Ihavealotof

moneysavedandI'm usingittopayformyfees."



"I'm proudofyou.SoIcan'tevenhelloutfinancially?"

"No."

"Wellyou'llhavetosuckitup.Iworkhardsomywife

canbehappyandlivelavishandyouaremywife."

"Tobe."

"You'vealwaysbeenmywife."

Wesitincomfortablesilencewithmebrushinghis

chest.

"Mkami."

"Mmmmh?"

"Mmmmh?"

"Khuzwayo?"

"Whenareyougoingtostartpreparingforour

wedding?"

"AssoonasIgetbacktoDurban.Thetraditional

weddingwillbeheldhere."

"Canwehaveourtraditionalweddingbeforewego

backtoDurban?"



"IdoubtI'llgettimetoprepareeverything.I'm busy

withmyancestralstuffplusI'm beingtaughtofour

familyhistory."

"IcanaskThandotohelp.Aslongasweunitethe

familyandweexchangegifts.We'llhaveaproper

traditionalweddingafterourwhitewedding."

"Thatsoundsbetter."

"Nowtellmewhathaveyoulearnedaboutyour

family?"

"Itsaverystrangefamily.Iwon'ttakeyoursurname."

"Heh?"

"Listen.MkhulusaysI'llbeUnyeziSosibo-Khuzwayo.

Alsofirstbornsarealwaysgirlssotheycantakethe

throne.Sphiwowastoruleafterme.Wehavea

Queendom kindofthinggoingon.Mendon'trule.

ThatswhyIhavetotakebackthethroneassoonas

Igetthebag."

Icarryontellinghim whatMkhuluandDadhasbeen

tellingme.I'velearntalotreally.



KUHLEKONKE

Iwakeuptomyphoneringing.IrealisethatI'm in

myroom.Isitupandgroanatthepainbetweenmy

thighs.Ilookfortheringingphone.Ifinditunderthe

bedbutitsnotmyphone.ItstopsringingandIthrow

itonthebed.Where'sKhaya?Maybeheleft.Iwalk

tobathroom andpassAmandawatchingTV.Iregret

peeingassoonasIletthefirstdropofpeeout.

"Shit!"

IwinceandwhenI'm donepeeingafterwhatfeels

likeages.Istartfillingthebathtubwithwarm water.

Amandastandsatthedoorandlooksatme.

"What?",myvoicecomesouthoarse.

"Soyouhaveaboyfriend?"

"No."

"BhutiKhayadisagrees.Hesaidhe'llbebackwith

dinnersoIdidn'tcook."

"Whattimeisit?"

"17:43.Youhavebeensleeping."



"Iwastired."

"Mmmmh.Areyougettingreadyforwork?"

"Ourclubwasburntdown.Where'smyphone?Iwant

tohearthewholestory."

"Iputitinthecharger.Ifounditnexttothetable.So

whatarewegoingtodosinceyou'renolonger

working?Wecantakesomemoneyfrom ourtrust

fund."

"NoAmanda.That'sforyourstudies."

Igetinsidethebathandsigh.

"What'sthatonyourneck?"

"What?"

"Itslikesomeonestrangledyou."

"Itsnothing."

"Sisi.",shelooksatmeworried.

"Itsnotwhatyou'rethinking.I'm notbeingabused."

"Okay.",shesaysstilllookingatmewarily.

ShewalksoutandIrubmyneck.DammitKhaya!I



relaxintothebath.IhavetotalktoNoxoloabouther

givingmeajob.Ishouldalsocheckmyemails.I

needajobtokeepthelightson.Thebathroom door

opens.

"WhatdoyouwantAmanda?",Isaywithmyeyes

closed.

"I'm notAmanda."

IopenmyeyesanditsKhaya.Ishyawayandplay

withthebubblesinthewater.

"Washalazayindaba?"What'swiththeshyness)

"Nothing."

"Ibroughtyousomethingforthepain.Ididn'tthink

aboutgettingyouthroatlozenges."

"It'sokay."

"Lookatme."

Iliftmyeyesathim andthestarsarestillbrightand

colorful.Istillcan'tbelieveIseestarsinhiseyes.Its

weird.

"Konke."



Ilikeitwhenhecallsmethat.

"Khaya."

"Canyoubemywoman?"

"Likeasinyourgirlfriend?"

"No.Mywoman.Girlfriendsareforhighschool

boys."

Hesitsontheclosedtoiletseatandlooksatme.

"So?"

"Ihardlyknowyou."

"Don'tgivemethat.NgimdalaKonke.IknowwhatI

want.Ican'tberunningafteryouatthisage.I'm 27

yearsold.Timeisnotonmyside."(Im grown)

"Uhm..."

"Let'sbeclearhere.I'm notactuallyaskingyou."

Thisguykeepsonamazingme.Hejustcomesinto

mylifeandstartsrunningit.

"IboughtdinnersinceIheardyoucan'tcook."

Amandaisforward!Iknowshetoldhim.



"That'sokay.Noteveryonecancook.I'llteachyou."

Thisguyisrunningthisshipcalledmylifeallofa

sudden.IgetoutofthebathandIlookatmyselfin

themirror.Ihavemarksonmyneck.Mywaisttoo

andmynunaisswollen.

"I'm sorryabouttheroughness."

Hesayscomingbehindme.

"Areyouusuallyrough?"

"Yeah.Ikindoflosecontrolsometimes."

"Workonit."

"Iknow.I'm sorry."

Inodandwrapatowelaroundmybody.Hefollows

metomybedroom.Hehandsmeadis-chem brown

bag.Ithankhim andhehelpsmeapplytheointment.

I'lldrinkthepillsafterI'veeaten.Igetdressedwith

him lookingatme.

"What?"

"Nothing."

Ishrugandhefollowsmetothekitchen.Ilookat



thepicturehungonthewall.Mama.Papa.Ifhis

intentionsaregoodsendmeasign.Wesitdown

andAmandahandsusourplatessmiling.Iknow

she'swaitingtillwealonedoshecanbombardme

withquestions.
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5MONTHSLATER

UNYEZI

Iam inthemiddleofnowhere.Therearevoices

shouting"sitamhlabawethuwenaweknene!"(Help

ourlandyourHighness)thereisamanwhohashis

backtome.Thesceneinfrontofmeisfrightening

asheslaughterspeople.MyGrannystandsnextto

me.

"Sitwesethusiyafa."(Ournationisdying.)

IwakeupsweatingandLangaisasleep.Igetoutof

bedslowlymakingsureIdon'twakehim.Icheckthe

timeontheclockanditsmidnight.AssoonasIwalk

insidetheroom LangamadeindumbaIfeelthe

presenceofmyancestorsweighingdownonme.I

lightmycandlesandburnmyincenseasIkneel

down.

"Thongalami.",Isayclapping.

Iseetheflamesbrightenandgetlarge.They're

listeningtome.



"IphupholamiGogo.Nkanyiseleni."(Mydream.Light

upforme.)

IgruntasItheytalktome.LangaonceaskedhowI

hearthem.Theyusemymindtotalktome.They

givemeimagesofthingsI'veencounteredandIuse

thattolisten.Itsunexplainablereally.

"YeboGogo!Thokoza!"

Iplaythedrum asIfeelaheavypresenceonmy

shoulders.Istandupandstartdancing(ukugida).

Thedrum playinginmyheadasIdancearoundthe

room.IfeelthepresencelightenandIstopand

kneelnexttomycandlesandincense.

"NinaboSosibo.Thusi.Ncobeni."

IputeverythingoutandItakeoffmy

cloths(amabhayi)andfoldthem neatlybefore

puttingthem downagain.IfindLangaonthecouch

drinkingmilk.Isitnexttohim withabitoftrouble.

Myfeetareswollenfrom thispregnancyandallthat

dancing.Hehandsmeaglassofwarm milkand

rubsmytummy.I'm 6monthsandIhaven'tputalot

ofweightsinceIdoyoga.



"You'reokay?"

Inodwipingthemilkfoam ofmyupperlip.

"Aftermybirth.I'm given3monthstonurturemy

childafterthatI'm offtoSwaziland.Thethroneisat

risk."

"I'm happyhowstrongyouare.Youhadtocome

facetofacewithyourmotherspastwhenyoufound

thatbag."

Ifoundthebaginmom'syardwhereshestayedand

Ihadbeggedandpaidthecurrentownerstoletme

digupthebag.AssoonasItouchedthebag.The

spiritualrealm openedupandforthefirstweekI

struggledwiththedreams,presencesandawholelot.

IleftfortwomonthstoGobelasoshecanteachme.

Isthunyasamiisverypowerfulsotwomonthswas

whatIneeded.ItwassometimestiringonhowI

failedsometaskscauseIwaspregnant.Myfamily

hadtookmeoutofGobelashomewithacowandI

hadaceremonydoneforme.Ihaveindumbaback

athometoo.Langahasbeenwithmeeverystepof

theway.



"It'stiringreally.I'm alwaystired.I'm alwaysonedge.

IknowoursexlifeisalsoslackingcauseI'm always

inmyindumba."

"It'sokay.I'llwait."

Ilookedathim andIcouldseehewaslying.Iwas

gonetwomonthsandwhenIcamebackwehardly

hadtimeforsexwiththekidsaroundandmetrying

tofigureoutsomeofmyfamilytraditions.Hisphone

beepedandInoticedheputitonsilentafterthat.I

stretchedmyhandformyglassofmilkandhe

quicklysnatchedhisphone.Ilookedathim andhe

putitinhispocket.Ichuckleddarklyandtookasip

ofmymilk.Myancestorsdon'tshowmestuffthat

involvedirectly.IsometimeshavetoconsultGobela.

Istoodupandwenttoourroom.Imovedinsince

wemarriedtraditionally.Igetinsidemyblanketsand

Ilookattheceiling.

"Thongolamingikhanyisele.Thongolami

ngibonise.",Isangsoftly.

IheardhiscardrivingoutandIclosedmyeyes.

"Thongolamikhanyisa.Thongolamivezakonke.",I



sangrubbingmybelly.

IheldthetearsinandIlaidthereinthought.Idon't

wanttostress.I'm pregnant.

KUHLEKONKE

IjustgotoffthephonewithNoxoloandshe's

enjoyingGauteng.Shemovedtherewithherbaby

daddyandIcanfeelitsomething'snotright.She

won'tsayanythingbutsherejectsmyvideocallsbut

callsmeorsendtextmessages.Shehasn't

uploadedapictureonhersocialnetworkinmonths.

"Baby."

Ilookathim andhesmiles.Ijustlookathim and

walkpasshim.

"Uhambanini?"(Whenareyouleaving?)

Helooksatmeandherunshistongueoverhisteeth.

"Istillwon'tapologize.IfIcouldturnbacktime.I'd

burnthatcluboverandoverandoverandoverand

over-"



"Fine!Youdidn'thavearightto!WhatifNoxolo

hadn'tofferedmeamanagerpositionatherbakery?!

Whatthen?!Thatwasmysourceofincome!"

"Iwasgoingtotakecareofyou.Ihavethemoney."

"Yazini?Idon'twantyourmoney!"(youknowwhat?)

"UyabonaKuhlekonkesoxabanabeseungikhupulela

ilizwi."(YouseeKuhlekonkewegoingtofightif

you'reraisingyourvoiceatme.)

Ikeptquietandwalkedoutofthekitchen.Hisvoice

mademestopinmysteps.

"AngikucenginjaloMaSilangwe.IfIfeellike

transferringamillionintoyouraccountyouhaveno

choicebuttouseit.Futhigivemeyouraccount

details."(Iain'tbeggingyou.)

Hetookouthisphoneandlookedatme.Iclickedmy

tongueandwalkedtomyroom.Iheardthedoor

closingandhiscardrivingoff.Peace.Myphone

beeped.

"Capitecmoneyin.R1000000hasbeentransferred

intoyouracc.From B.Khuzwayo."



Istaredatthemessagewidemouthed.WhileI'm still

shockedamessagepopedup.

"I'm givingyoutilltomorrowtospendallthatmoney.

Idon'twantevenacentremainingexceptthatR30

000thatwasinyouraccount."

Howdidheknowmybalance?Letalonemyaccount

number.Anothermessagecomesthrough.

"Ohandifyoudon'tfinishthatmoney.I'llfucksome

respectintoyou."

Ifeelthetemperatureintheroom escalate.Hisnot

playingonthat"fucksomerespectintoyou."part.

WeoncehadafightandKhayadoesn'thavefilterhe

saidsomeshitandIslappedhim.HemadesureI

didn'torgasm duringsexforaweek.Thatwasthe

mostpainfulpunishmenteverandIcouldn'twalk

withoutlimping.Bhekikhayadoesn'tapologizecause

hefeelshisalwaysright.Wefightaboutthatallthe

timeandIalwayslose.Hisarrogantandanarcissist.

ItextedNoxoloandshecalledme.

"Amillion?"

"6zeros.WheredoIstartspendingit?"



"HowaboutstartingbybuyingashareinmyBakery."

"You'resure?"

"Yes.I'veheardhowyou'rerunningtheonethatside.

IwanttohaveanotheroninCapeTown."

"I'dlikethat.Somethinginmynametoo."

"Yes.I'llsendyouthecontractfastbeforetomorrow

ends."

"Howmuch?"

"20000."

Man!Istillhavealotofmoneyleft.Amandaneeds

togetbackfrom schoolfast.Weneedtothink.How

canBhekikhayadothistome?Hischallengingme

andI'm asubmissiveandheknowsit.He'llalways

win.Ikindoflikethetoughlovewehave.Itsnotthe

loveinmovies.Itsjustourlove.Yes.Isaidlove.I

lovehim.Amandaalwayswantedalaptop.Ican

erectnewtombstonesonmyparentsgraves.

Bhekikhayalikesexpensiveshoes.Whatelsethough?

Ismiledasanideacametomind."Besmart.Whena

mangivesyoumoney.Useitwisely.Don'tbuyshoes.



Invest."Iremembermymomswords.

NDABENKHULU

"Amillion?",IaskedasIstartedlaughing.

"Amillion.UyadelelauKuhle.I'm actuallytestingher

mentality."(Kuhleisdisrespectful)

"Whatifshebuysshoesanddresses?"

"She'ssmart.Shecravesindependence.I'vegiven

heracard.Itsuptoher."

IshakemyheadasIsitup.Mybrothershavefucked

uppsychos.Thandolwethuwalksincussing.We

lookatherasshethrowsherbagatLangaandhe

ducks.Whatdidthisidiotdo?

"HeywenaLanga!"

ShepicksupmyvaseandIquicklystandupholding

herhand.

"Let'snotbreakmythings."

"Ngiyekebhuti."(Leavemealonebrother.)



Itakemyvaseandputitback.

"What'swrongThando?"

"Isawyou!Withyourtonguedeepdownsomehoes

throat.DoesUnyeziknowyou'recheatingonher!"

WealllookatLangaandKhulekanislapshim and

hardatthat.

"Isthistruebafo?"

Khulekaniistheasksquestionslatertype.

"Bafoakuyilutho.Siyantjontjanakuphela."(Its

nothing.Itsjustanaffair.)

Isitdownandlookathim.Khulekanithrowsapunch

andhedoesn'tfightback.Heknowshiswrongandif

hedaresfightbackmeorBhekikhayawillhavehis

ass.ThandostartscryingandKhulekanistops.

"You'reungratefulbafo.Youfindyourbetterhalfand

youdothis.Loyaltyiswhatwealwayspreach.You

knowhowmuchIdietofinallymeetmyone.Unyezi

ispregnantandstrugglingwithherstuff.You'rein

thestreetsfuckingaround.Peoplearesickouthere.

Whatifyoubringherasicknesswhileshewasloyal?



Ungiphoxilebafo."(You'vedisappointedme.

Iwalkoutaftersayingthatandheadtothepool.I

jumpinandItakeaswim.Istillhaven'tmetmy

otherhalfandtimeisn'tonmyside.Ithurtslaying

aloneatnightknowingshe'souttheresomewhere.I

craveheralready.Justtohaveherlookinmyeyes

andtellmewhatsheseesinthem.
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UNYEZI

Ilookedathim ashesippedthecoffeeImadefor

him.Hehadablueeyeandabustedlip.Heliedto

mewhenIaskedhim aboutit.Thandohadtoldme

everythingandIappreciatewhatshedidthere.She

chosemyfeelingsoverherbrothers.Ihadmy

suspicionsbutIwasalwaysbusyIneverhadtimeto

getintomuchthoughtaboutit.Hegroanedashe

startedsweating.Isippedmyrooibosteaashefell

ofhischaircurlinghimselfintoatinyball.Istoodup

andsatbesidehim whilecallinganambulance.Ilaid

hisheadonmythighs.

"Don'tfightitmylove.",Isaysoothingly.

"Unyezi.Its...Painful."

"Iknowmylove.That'sthewholepurposeofit.Pain.

Embraceit."

Hewretchedandgroaned.

"Iloveyousthandwasami.",Isaykissinghis

forehead.



Sirensrangoutsideandtheycameinfollowedby

Sbhamu.

"Mkakhekwenzenjanj?"(Hiswifewhat'swrong?)

"Idon'tknow.Hesayshisinpain."

Wefollowedtheparamedicstilltheirvehicle.

"Unyezi.I'm sorry."

Ijustlookedatthem astheyclosedthedoorsand

droveout.Sbhamulookedatmeandwalkedaway.

"3daysofpainonlymylove.Thatsbetterthanwhat

I'm feelingrightnow.",Iwhisperedandwalkedback

inside.

ThekidsareatschoolandI'm allalone.Icallhis

familyandtellthem hisbrotherisinhospital.Isend

them thedetailsofwheretheytookhim andgotin

bed.Iwipedawayalonetear.Iwon'tstressaboutit.

Mybaby'shealth.

NOXOLO

"Msizingiyaxolisa!",Iscreamedasheputhisknee



onmychest.

Hishavinganotherbaddaytoday.Hecameback

drunkasusualandstartedcallingmenames.The

abusehasbeengoingonformonthsnow.He

startedgamblingandhelosteverything.Ibringfood

tothetableandI'm thinkingofanescapeplan.He

threatensmychild'slifeifIevertryleavinghim.He

hasbadconnections.Oneswhereonephonecall

canmakemehistory.Iwasseeingblackdotsashis

kneepressedharder.Icantdienow.Mychild.Itried

gettingsomebreathinmylungstonoavail.

EverythingbecamedarkasIheardsirens.God

pleasedon'tletmedierightnow.

LANGALAKHELIHLE

Iwokeuptopainagainandwhatmadeitwordewas

Ididn'tknowwhereitwas.Mywholebodyached.

Thedoctorssaynothingiswrongwithme.Dad

camewithGogoPumle.Guessmysiblingsarestill

angryatme.WhereisUnyezi?

"There'snothingIcandoboKhuzwayo.Unyezihas



theantidote.Inthreedaysthepainwillendthou."

"Unyezi?Whatdoesshehavetodowiththis?"

"Yoursonwrongedher.She'smakinghim pay."

Shepacksherbagsatthatandexits.Dadlooksat

meandIfeelmyheartknot.Iwaswrong.Iwas

selfish.Iusedmydicktothink.

"Whatdidyoudoson?"

"I...I...Cheated."

Helooksatmeandleavestoo.Iwretchandturn

aroundcrying.IfsheleavesmeafterthisIwon't

fight.Ibrokeapromise.Myheartbreaksatthe

thoughtofherleavingme.Ifuckedup.Bigtime.I

don'tdeserveher.Isendavoicenote.

"Unyezi.I'm sorry.Iknowyouknow.Iwasadouche.

Thereisno...Ah...NoexcuseforwhatIdid.Idon't...

Deserveyou.Youcanleaveme.",Istoptalkingas

anotherwaveofpainhitsme.

Myphonefallstotheground.IletitfallandIcry.

"I'm sorry.I'm sorry!"



Doctorswalkinandstrapme.TheysedatemeasI

wigglearound.

"I'm sorry."

Ifallintodarkslumber.I'm sorry.
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UNYEZI

Ijustcameoutofconsultingmyancestorswhen

Langawalkedin.Itsbeentoughthesepastfewdays.

Ijustneverthoughthe'ddothattome.Hegreets

andwalkspastme.Hislostweightandhelooks

lifeless.IfeeltearswellupandItakedeepbreathes

tillIcalm down.Idishupforusandthekidsare

visitingThandosoitsjustmeandhim.Ifeellike

screamingandcryingbutIdontwanttostress.He

walksoutwhenI'm doneeatingandhegrabssome

waterandhestandstherelookingatme.

"I'm sorry."

Iignorehim andputmyplateinthesink.

"I'm sorry.IknowIpromisedI'llwithstanditall."

"Howmanytimesdidyousleepwithher?"

"Once."

"You'relying!"

"Iswear.Othernightswe'dtalkandkissbutIonly

sleptwithheronce.I'm sorry.I'm movingoutsoyou



canhaveyourspace.I'llsupportyouandmykid.I'll

bethereduringhisbirth."

Iturnaroundandlookathim.

"Soyou'rerunningaway?"

"No.IknowwhatIdidwaswrong.Myfamilyisn't

talkingtome.Igetthat.Iunderstandthatyouhate

me.I'llbeoutofyourhairbytomorrow."

Iletthetearsfallandhetakesasteptowardsbut

somethingstopshim andheshakeshisheadand

turnsaround.

"I'm sorryIbrokemypromise.Justdon'tcrycauseI

wasungratefulandselfish.Don'thurtcauseIletmy

dickdothethinkingfor.GodknowsIloveyoubutI

don'tdeserveyou.Lovedoesn'thurtandIhurtyou."

HewalksoutandIletasobescapemylips.Ihold

ontothecounterasIcry.Ithurtssobad.Ithurtsso

much.WhathurtsmethemostisIstilllovehim.I

wanttohatehim sobadbutIlovehim.

LANGALAKHELIHLE



IfeelmyhearttearasIhearhercries.WhatwasI

thinking?Amessagefrom Sam comesthrough.

"EverythingisinplaceforFriday.I'llsendoutthe

invitationstomorrowmorning.Youjusthavetoget

herthere."

Ireplyback:

"0*******3.Updateheronthebabyshower.She'llget

Unyezithere.Cutalltieswithme."

Ididn'twaitforherreplyIblockedhernumberandI

droveoutinhighspeed.Sam wasaneventplanner

whoIhiredtohelpmewithUnyezissurpriseBaby

Showerandwestartedtalking.Wegotveryclose

andshemadeamoveonme.Theguiltatemeup

andthatnightshetextedmesowecantalkabout

whathappened.WemetattheGarageandhad

someicecream.Weagreedthatitwillneverhappen

againandthanshekissedme.Iguessthat'swhen

Thandosawus.Icouldn'tevenaskwhatwasshe

doingatthegarageinthemiddleofnight.I've

disappointedmyfamily.Daddidn'tevenfetchme

from thehospital.Aloudcrashdisturbsmythoughts



asIfeelmybodygetthrownforwardandmycar

rollsover.Somethingjabbedmysideasbloodoozes

downtomyface.Igetoutofmyseatbelt.Someone

opensmydoorandpullsmeoutasIsmellpetrol.I'm

draggedtillthesideandmyvisionblurrywhenmy

carcatchesfires.SirensareringingandI'm losing

blood.Iletthedarknessembraceme.Ihopethey

helpmewhenitstoolate.Ideservetodie.Ibroke

theheartofawomanwhogenuinelylovedmeovera

fewroundsofsex.

KUHLEKONKE

AsIwalkoutKhuzwayoLawandOrderwithabouce

tomystepacalldisturbsmyjoy.Itsanoffice

numberallthewayfrom Gauteng.Ianswerit.

"Hello."

"IsthisKuhlekonkeSilangwe?"

"Yes."

"I'm callingfrom RandfonteinPrivateHospital.Ms

NoxoloKhumalowasadmittedthreedaysandshe



hasyouashernextofkin."

"Uhwhathappenedtoher?"

"Ican'tsayoverthephone."

"Okay.I'llbethere."

IdropthecallasIfeelmyhandssweating.Igetinto

thecarandthesmelloffreshleatherseatsdoesnt

evendrivemecrazyanymore.Myheartbeatisfast

anditfeelslikemyheartisabouttoflyoutofmy

mouth.Ipassaverydrasticaccidentandmyheart

beatsfaster.ItrycallingBhekikhayabuthisphone

ringsunanswered.IrememberIhaveKhulekanis

numbers.HeanswerswhenI'm abouttodrop.

"MaSilangwe.Bhekican'ttalkrightnow.We'reinthe

middleofsomething."

Hisvoicesoundslikehisabouttocry.Awomanscry

causeshim todropthecall.Iguesstheygoing

throughsomething.ItextAmandaasIparkatthe

airport.Iruninsideandpeoplearepullingtheir

suicasesandI'm inapantsuitwithjustmyhandbag.

Iwaitinlineaspeoplebuytickets.Ilookupatthe

screenandthenextflighttoGautengleavesin30



minutes.Igofirstclassasthat'stheonlyseat

available.Thisismyfirsttimeinanairplanebutmy

worryoverpowersmyfearofheights.ItryNoxoloas

soonweintheairandSaneleanswersherphone.

"AuntyKuhle."

"Heyboy.UphiuMa?"(Where'smom?)

"Mom isinhospital.Dadisinjail.I'm atmyaunts

place."

"Whathappened?"

"Dadwastryingtokillmom.IhadherphonesoI

calledthepolice."

Iclosemyeyesasmyheartsinks.Noxolo.Idropthe

callasIcry.Themeninsuitslookatmeandone

passesmeaKleenextissue.



Forthatreaderwhosaidshewasn'tokay.Something

shortforyou.Beokaysthandwa.
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UNYEZI

Iwenttovisithim againatthehospitalandhejust

laidtherewithallthemachinesconnected.The

beepingheartmonitorannoyedmeanditseriously

drovemecrazy.Iholdhiscoldhandwipeawaymy

tears.

"Youalwayssaidweshouldtalkthingsoutbutyou

ran.DoyouknowhowIfeltwhenIheardyouhave

gottenintoanaccident?Youdoallthesethings

forgettingI'm pregnant.Ifyoudontcareaboutme

thinkaboutourchildatleast.Wakeupandtalkto

me.Tellmewhyyoudidwhatyoudid."

Iwipeawaythetearsasasobbreaksout.

"Iloveyou.Youhurtmesomuchthou.Idon'tthinkI

canevertrustyouagain.Iwanttohateyousobad

but-"

Themachinesstartedbeepinganditwaslikehewas



havingaseizure.Doctorscamerunningandpulled

meaway.

"Langa!"

Hecan'tleaveme!Hecan'tdothattome!Hehasto

explain.IwascalmeddownbecauseIwaspregnant.

IhadmybabiesheartmonitoredandmyBPaswell.

IjustletthetearsasIhearddoctorsrunningaround

inthehallway.

KUHLEKONKE

WhenIlandedIhadabitofastrugglefindingthe

hospital.Ihadtohiresomeonewhoknewthisplace

todrivemearound.WewereataBnBIwasrenting

andshewaseatingthefoodImadeforher.Ilooked

atherbruisesandmyeyeswelledup.

"Whydidntyoutellme?"

Shelooksatmeandshestaresatherfood.

"Iwasscared.Scaredyoumightjudgeme."

Ishakemyheadandwipemytearsfailingasmore

cameout.



"Iwasscaredyou'llgetinvolvedandhe'dcomeafter

youtoo.Iwasscaredformyson.Hethreatenedto

killhim ifiweretoevertryleavinghim ortell

people."

Shelookedtired.Shehadbagsunderhereyesand

shehadanxietyattackseverytimesomeone

knocked.

"IwassoscaredHlehle.Hewouldbeatmewitha

beltandhe'dtellmehowImadehim angry.Iwould

curlmyselfkeepingmycriesasquietasIcouldso

Saneleneverheardanything.Thatday...",hervoice

breaks.

Istandupandsitnexttoher.Idonttalkbutrubher

backassheopensuptome.

"ThatdayIthoughthewasfinallyfedup.IthoughtI

wasgoingtodie.Iwasscaredformyson.Icouldn't

breatheHlehle.Hisknee...",shesobsandIlayher

headonmylapandIbrushherhair.

"Hiskneerestrictedmefrom gettingoxygenintomy

lungs.He'dcallmeawhore.Alowgradestripper."

Shelet'sherselfcry.Ijustsootheher.She'sinpain



andheracknowledgingthatisafirststeptomaybe

ahealingjourney.

"HesaidImadehim angry.He'dsayitwasmyfault

hebeatmeup.He'dsayitwasbecausehelovedme.

ButloveknowsnopainHlehle.AllIdidwaslovehim

andrespecthim.Itriedmylevelbesttomakehim

happy.Heliedtome.Itwasntmyfault.Hewasn't

manenoughtofighthisdemonsbutinsteadhe

foughtme."

Inoddedatherwordsandshecarriedoncrying.I

hadstoppedwipingmytears.Thedooropenedand

Sanelecamein.

"Mama.Aunty.Niright?"(Y'allokay?)

Inoddedandhelookedathisweepingmother.He

walkeduptoherandwipedhertears.

"Don'tcrymama.I'm sorryIcouldn'tprotectyou."

MyheartbrokeandNoxoloshookherheadcrying.

"Youprotectedme.YoucalledthepolicesomethingI

wassoafraidtodo."

Thesetwohavealwaysbeencloseandseeingthem



embraceeachothermadesmilethroughmytears.

"OhandAuntytherearetwomeninthelounge

waivedforyou.MalumeBhekikhayaandMalume

Khulekani."

Ilookathim confused.WhatisBhekiandhisbrother

doinghere?HowdotheyevenknowwhichBnBI'm

at?Icalledhim andtoldhim whathappenedandhe

wasangrythattherearementhathitwomen.Iwalk

tothelittlesittingroom.Theyseatedthereontheir

phones.

"Hey."

Histhefirsttolookupandhesmiles.Thestarsarea

bitdull.What'swrong?Ilookatthem andtheyhave

bagsundertheireyes.IsitnexttoKhayaandhejust

pullsmeintoahugandholdsmetight.Hisreallynot

okay.

"Whatwrong?"

"Ineedyou."

"I'm here.What'swrong?"

"Mybrotherisinacoma.What'ssadisifhedieshe'll



diethinkingwedon'twanthim nearus."

IlookatKhulekaniandhislookingattheothercouch

withoutblinking.

"Howdidy'allknowIwashere?"

"Thatsforanotherday.Justholdme."

Ipullhim tometighterandhesobs.I'veneverseen

him cryanditbreaksmyheart.Khulekanistandsup

andexcuseshimself.Itsatoughmomentforthem.

BythewayhealwaystalksabouthisbrothersIknow

howhelovesthem.

"Itsgoingtobeokay.Pray.Nothingisaspowerdul

asGod."

Hewipeshistearsandhelookssotired.

"Come."

Ihelphim upandleafhim tomyroom.Itakeoffhis

shoesandlayafleeceonhim.

"Sleep."

"Where'sKhulekani?"

"Illgolookforhim.Sleep."



Ikisshim andleavehim torest.IgooutsideandI

findKhulekanismoking.

"Yourbrotherissleeping.Isuggestyoudotoo."

Henodsandputshiscigarreteout.Hetakesthe

couchandIgivehim afleeceaswell.Isitdownand

textAmandatocheckuponher.Ihopethepeoplein

boththeseroomsheal.Ikneeldownandbowhead.

"God.Idon'thavemuchtoask.",Istartmyprayer.
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KUHLEKONKE

AmandaandSanelewenttobuyussomefriedchips.

Noxolorefillsourwineglasses.

"Soyoujustdecidedtobuysharesandinvestin

KhuzwayoLawandOrder?Wow.I'm proud."

"Iwasnervousatfirst.Imeantheboardmembers

areveryscaryandthemainshareholderKhuzwayo

Seniorissoscaryandhekeptaskingmequestions."

"Soyouspentallofthemoney?Soquick?"

Ilaughandshakemyhead.

"No.ItransferredsomeintoAmandasaccount."

"Smart.I'm happyforyou.Youlookhappier."

"Iam.I'm gladthatmoronisbehindbars."

Shenodsandtakesagulpofherwine.Shehasn't

healedandshe'sattendingtherapy.Shehasmadea

greatfriendoutofKhulekaniandwethoughtthey

weredatingbuttheydon'tevenseeeachotherthat



way.

"Afriendofminefrom Gautengjustmovedhere.I'm

meetinghertoday.I'dlikeitifshecameherfor

dinnerinsteadconsideringIhaven'tfoundaplace

andI'm stillnotcomfortablewithpublicplaces.Isit

okay?"

"Thatwouldbenice.I'lltryoutthisnewrecipeI

foundonline."

"Noitsokay.I'llcook."

"Comeon.ItsaneasyIndianchickencurry.Ipromise

Iwon'truindinner."

Shelooksatmeandmakesthatslurpingsoundwith

herwine.

"Comeon.I'lldoitright."

"You'llstartearlysoifitbackfiresI'm ordering

Chinesefood."

"Argh.I'llproveyouwrong."

Shelaughsandstartsdancing.Ijoinherandwe

dancelikenobodyiswatching.She'sagreatfriend

andseeinghersmilemakesmyheartdance.The



kidsenterandwestarteating.

"Sanele.AuntTshegoiscominglateron."

"Really?Yes!"

"AndAuntKuhlewillcook."

"Oh?Uhwow.Can'twait."

"Comeonguys.Alittlefaithinme?"

"WellSisi.Youeitherburnoryoureggsareraw.So..."

"Ipromisey'alltonight'sdinnerwillbetasty."

"Ohmy!I'm callingBhutitodiewithus."

"Mxm."

Isulkanddrinkmywine.Theylaughanddance.

UNYEZI

Iwalkintohiswardandheisstaringattheroof.I

standbythedoorlookingathim andhehasn't

noticedmeyet.Iclosethedoorandhelooksatme.

Themoonisdullandtheoceanistired.Istandnext

tohisbedandwejustlookateachother.



"Unyezi.I'm sorry."

Ilookathim astearswellupandIsitdown.Ihand

him thecontainerandhethanksme.

"IknowI'vewrongedyou.Imadeitworsebyrunning

away.IbrokeyourheartafterIpromisedtoprotect

it."

"Whydidyoudoit?"

HelooksatmeandIthinkitsgoingtobeoneof

thosedayswherehedoesn'tanswerme.

"Idon'tknow.Itjusthappened.I-"

"Youdon'tknow?"

"Unyezi.Letmetalk."

Inodandsitproperlyrubbingmybelly.Helooksat

mybellyandInoticehim smile.

"Ithappenedonce.ShewasaneventplannerIhad

hiredforyoursurprisebabyshowerwhichIguess

didn'thappen.WeusedtotalkandI'dtellhermy

worriessinceyouwerealwaysbusyandIdidn'twant

tosoundselfish.ItwasmeaninglesssexandIdon't

eventakeittomind.IneverthoughtI'ddothistoyou.



IneverthoughtI'dbreakyourheartlikethis.WhatI

fearedthemostisyouleavingmesoIranbefore

youdid.Iwantedtodieinthatcaraccidentsoyou

andmyfamilycanfeelbetterwithout.Ibought

shameuntomyfatherandmybrother.Ibrokeyour

heart.Puttingmykidatrisk.I'm reallysorryUnyezi.

I'llunderstandifyouwanttoleaveme."

Iwipemytearsandtakehishand.

"IloveyouUnyezi.You'rethebestthingthatever

happenedtome.Itaintedthepurethingwehave.I'm

sorry."

"Langa.You'regoingtomakemefeellikeaclown

causeIstillloveyou.Istillwanttolieinyourhands.

I...",Iletouradeepbreath.

"Iwillnevertrustyouthesame.Mylovethouwill

neverchangethou.Youpromisedtobepatience

withmebut...I'vecriedandtalkedtoDrSamboandI

feelbetter.IneverthoughtI'dattendtherapyagain.

Youalmosttookmebacktothatdarkplace.I

almostkilledyouLanga.Youalmostdied.Andnext

timeyouthinkofcheatingonmerememberthis.I



cookforyou.I'llpoisonyouandburyyouunderour

bed."

HelooksatmewideeyedandhecanseeI'm not

playing.

"CanIholdit?"

Ipullmychaircloserandherubsmytummy.My

babystartskickingandIsmileinvoluntarily.Ihave

forgivenhim formysakebutIhaven'tforgotten.I

don'ttrusthim.I'llbewatchinghiseverymove.

KHULEKANI

WeparkinsideKuhlesyardandwesitinthecarfora

second.

"Langasaidheisgettingdischargedintwodays."

"Helookslikehisdead."

"HisstilltryingtoapologizetoUnyezi.Ihopethey

pullthrough.Theyneedeachother."

Inodandwelightourcigarettes.

"YouthinkDadisseeingsomeone?"



"Whywouldyousaythat?"

"IwenttohishousefewdaysagoandIcouldhear

moansbroandthewaythatpersonwasscreaming

shewasgettingitgood."

BhekilaughsandIjoinhim.

"Dad?SeniorKhuzwayo?Iwanttomeetthis

woman."

"Bro.Iranoutofthathouselikecastersemenya."

"Uyaphaphanawe!Bowuyaphi?"(Youarealso

forward!Wherewereyougoing?)

IlaughasIgetoutofthecar.Weknockandlet

ourselves.Thefirstthingwedoissnifftheamazing

smell.TheysaidKuhlewascooking.There'snoway

itwouldbesmellingthisgood.Wewalkintothe

kitchenandsheiswithNoxoloandaverybeautiful

thickyellowbone.

"Ladies.",wegreet.

BhekikissesKuhleandIhighthetwoladiesandIlift

theunknowngirlupabitcausinghertosqueal.

"HaibonjaloKhulekani.",Noxolosayseyeingme.



Ilaughandsheliftsherglassatmewalkingaway.

She'sdoinggoodandsheseemstobegettingbetter.

Wedealtwithherboyfriend.Bhekihassomemenon

theinsiderufflehim up.Mendon'thitwomen.You

dealwithyourwomaninbedandifnomanknows

thisthantheyshouldn'tbeconsideredmen.

"I'm Khulekani.",Isaysmiling.

"I'm Tshegofatso.",shesaysavoidingeyecontact.

I'm makingheruncomfortablesoIsoftenmygaze

andshelooksatme.Agaspescapesherplumplips

andIeyethem.Whyisshemakingmefeellikethis?

"Yourcontactsarebeautiful.Iwantthem."

"Mycontacts?"

I'm veryconfusedbutsheseemstakenbymyeyes.

"Yes.Theyhavearainbow.Itssobeautiful.Ilove

rainbows.Ihaveatattooofit."

"Waitwhat?"

BhekikhayalooksatmeasIlookathim confused.

"Whatdoyouseeinhiseyes?",heasksher.



Shelooksatme,Kuhle,Khayaandmeagain.She's

startingtofeellikeafoolandshedoesn'tlikeit.

"Arainbow.Wait.Y'allain'tseeingthis?"

"Onlyyoucan."

ShelooksatBhekikhayaconfusedandheshrugs

pullingKuhleoutofthekitchen.

"Whatjusthappened?"

"I'dexplainbutitstooearly.Nowshowmethat

tattoo."

Shesmilesandliftshersleeveup.Itstherein

coloursanditlooksbeautiful.

"Doyouhaveanytattoos?"

"YesIdo.Ihavealotactually.You'llseethem when

youundressme."

Shechokesonherwineandcoughs.Shesipsher

wineagaintocalm herselfdown.

"What?"

"Youheardmeperfectlythefirsttime.Don'tworry.I

won'tsmashyouyet."



Iopenthepotsasshelooksatwithhereyeswide.

"Bathongabutiowatswenwahle."(Thisguyiscrazy.)

"Idon'tspeaknowunderstandSotho.Stickto

Englishwithme."

IlickmyfingersandKuhlewalksin.

"Khulekani!"

ShesmacksmyhandasIam abouttograbapiece

ofchicken.

"Phuma."

ShepushesmeoutandIwinkatTshegofatso.I

wonderhowdoesonepronouncethatname.

"NaweTsegoyoulettinghim openuppots."

IlaughasIknowthatnameisn'tpronouncedlike

that.Ileavethem andsitwiththeothers.Sanelesits

nexttomeandwedooursecrethandshake.

Therapyseemstobegoinggoodforhim andhis

mom.

"Bafo?"

"We'lltalkathome."



HenodsandgetsbacktolisteningtoSaneletalk.

Amandaisshowingmepicturesofhernewdish

she'sgoingtobecooking.Thisonelovescooking

andpoorKuhlejumpedthegunbuthercooking

todaytastesdelicious.
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TSHEGOFATSO

IlookaroundandeveryoneislaughingatKhulekani

andBhekikhayasjokes.

"IneverthoughtKuhlecancookamealandwe'd

actuallyeatit."-Bhekikhaya

TheylaughandKuhleissulking.Myphoneringsand

Ismileasthenamepopsup.

"Excuseme.",Idisrupt.

Istandupansweringthephone.

"Babe."

Igotothekitchen.

"Youarrivedsafe?"-Tshepo

"Yes.I'm havingdinnerwithafewfriendsandI'm

enjoyingit.They'resowarm."

"I'm sogladyou'realright."

"Metoo."

"IloveyouandI'm comingtovisitmonthend."



"Iloveyoutoo.Imissyoualready."

"Okaybye."

"Bye."

WedropthecallandIsmile.Tshepoissuchanice

guyandmyDadlikeshim.I'm goingtomisshim I

havetoadmit.Iwalkbacktotheothersand

KhulekaniislookingatmeandIdon'tlikethelook

hisgivingme.IsitdownandNoxolosmilesatme.

"Tshepo?"-Noxolo

"Yeah.Hewascheckinguponme."

Shenodsandwegetbacktoeating.Ihavetogiveit

toKuhleherfoodtasteddelicious.Theguysofferto

washthedishesandI'm shocked.Iwastaughtthat

amanshouldneverliftafingeraroundthehouse

causehebringsfoodtothetable.Saneleisclinging

tomeandhissleepybuthedoesn'twanttoletme

go.

"You'resleepy?",Iasksoftly.

Heshakeshisheadandlayshisheadonmychest

again.



"SoTsegowhatmadeyoumovehere?"-Kuhle

"School.Iwantedtobefarfrom Dadandhis

controllingself."

"Hestillthinksherunstheworld?"-Noxolo

"Youknowhim well."

"Sohowoldareyou?"-Kuhle

"I'm 21."

"Howdoyoupronounceyourname?",Kuhleasksm

"Tshego.Tshe-go."

"Tshigo.",shetries.

"No.",Isaylaughing.

"HayiIgiveup.",shelaughs.

"JustcallmeMaluda."

"Maludasoundsbetterbutgangster."-Kuhle

"Iknow.Letmetakethisfellowtobed."

Ilifthim upandNoxolopointsmetoaroom.Ilay

him downonthesinglebedwithspiders.Helooks

justlikehisfatherpityhisanasshole.Iwalkoutand



theguysaregettingreadytoleave.

"Tshego.Youcangetaliftfrom theguys.They'll

dropyouoffatres."-Kuhle

"Wehavesomewheretobe.Wecan'tdropheroff.",

Khulekanicutsin.

"Nowedon't.",Bhekikhayaargues.

TheylookateachotherandKhulekaniwalksout.I

don'tgiveagiveafuckabouthim.AslongasI'm at

myroom otlaepona(he'llseehimselfout.)

"We'llcomehelpyoumoveintomorrow."-Noxolo

Inodandhugthem.Ifollowtheguysandgetinthe

backseat.IputinmycoordinatesintheGPSand

Bhekikhayastartsdriving.

"SoSegoyou'reSotho?",Bhekikhayatriesgettingrid

ofthetensioninthecar.

"No.I'm Tswa-"

Khulekaniputsthevolumeonmaxandstarts

movinghishead.Ilookathim andshakemyhead.

Hisveryrude.Isitbackandgetbackonmyphone.

Thisisgoingtobealongride.



UNYEZI

Ihelphim ontothebed.

"Ouch.",Langaexclaims.

Iignorehim andputhisbagdownandhelaysback

groaning.

"Doyouneedanythingtodrink?",Iaskhim.

"No.Ijustwanttosleep.",hedeclines.

"Afteryourmedication.Letmedishupforyou."

Heshakeshisheadvigorously.

"No!Uhm...I'm full.",hesaysrushingly.

"Iwon'tpoisonyounow."

"Uhm...Okay."

Ileavehim thereandIdishupforhim.Igetavision

andIstopwhatI'm doing.

"Unyezi!"

ThevisionendsandIrubmyeyes.Igivehim his

foodandhelooksatme.



"You'reokay?"

"No.Ijusthadavision.Thethroneisatitsdownfall.

Ialwayshavethesevisionsandtheyalwaysleave

medistraught.I'm scared.Idon'tknowhowtofight

forthethrone.WhatifIfail?"

"Don't.Don'tthinklikethat.You'lldoit.Don'tbe

scared."

IsitdownandIfeelhim holdmyhand.Ilookathim

andhesmiles.Imissedhissmile.

"Iwilltrymylevelbesttosupportyounow."

"You'vealwayssupportedme.Youjustletyourself

getdistracted."

Henodsandeats.Heishealingwellbutit'llalltake

time.Isitnexttohim andhefeedsme.He'llnever

stophiswaysofthinkingI'm hischild.

KHULEKANI

"Sowhatareyouplanningondoing?"-Bhekikhaya

"Idon'tknowbutnomanwillbehavingmygirl.",Isay



pissed.

Igetoutofthecarandbangthedoor.Iopenthe

doorandUnyeziiswashingdishes.

"Hey."

"Heyy'all.",shegreetsus.

Weallrubhertummybeforerunningupstairs.We

findhim layingonhisbackwithhiseyesclosed.We

allfindaplacetositintheroom andheopenshis

eyes.

"Bafo.",Isayslappinghisknee.

Hesitsupandgroans.

"Easytheresoldier."-Bhekikhaya

"Howyou'vebeenholdingup?",Iaskconcerned.

"Okay.Andyouall?",Langaasks.

"We'vebeen...okayIguess.",Ianswer.

Wegrowsilent.

"SotellusDeathRider.Whenareyougettingto

work?",Bhekikhaya



"AssoonasIcanmovearoundwithoutpain.",Langa.

"Dadhasbeencomplainingabouttheminesnot

beingcheckedonandwe'realwaysbusy.",Ifillhim in.

"I'llbegettingbacksoon.Hopefully.",Langa

"HasDadcometoseeyou?",Bhekikhayaasks.

"No.Hisstillangryatme.",Langasayssadly.

"He'llcomearound.",Bhekikhaya

"Ithinkhisnewgirlhashim bytheballs.",Isay.

TheylaughandLangalooksatme.

"Welltalkingaboutthismakesmegothroughthat

traumaagainbutcauseyou'remybrotherI'lltell

you.",Itellhim.

Imoveandsitnexttohim.

"SoIwenttoBabasplacetoaskhim aboutafew

thingsattheconstruction.Iwalkinwiththat

BusinessGuruwalkandIhearmoans.Istopand

listen.AllI'm hearingis"Fuckmeharder!"Ngashaya

i360sametime."(Iran.)

"What?SoBabaisgettingit?",Langaaskslaughing.



"Hardbro.'Ohyess!OhyesDaddy!'"

WealllaughandUnyeziknocks.

"ShouldIdishupfory'all?",Unyezi

"Yes.",Iam thefirsttosay.

Bhekikhayalooksatme.

"Didn'tyoueatbeforewecamehere?",Bhekikhaya

"Thatwasanhourago.I'm hungrynow."

Heshakeshishead.

"Metoo.",Bhekikhayasayscausingmetolookathim.

"Oho.Weren'tyouonmycasesecondsago?"

"I'm agrownmanKhulekani.Ineedfood."

"Ndabenkhulu?",Bhekisayswavingmeoff.

Henodsandshewalksout.

"Unyezi.",Langacallsout.

SheturnsbackandlooksatLanga.

"I'm alsohungry.",hetellsher.

Sheputsherhandsonherwaistandhesmiles.



Guessthey'reongoodtermsagain.

"Youateafewminutesago.",Unyezi

"Thatwasn'tenough.",Langa

"Yoh!Niyadlashame."(Y'alleat.),Unyezi

Sheleavesusandwestartbombardinghim with

questions.

"Soy'allokaynow?",mynoseyassasks.

"Notentirely.Istillhavetostartfrom thebeginning

withhertrust.",hesayssoftly.

"Ithoughtshewasgonnaleaveyour

ass.",Bhekikhayachimesin.

"Sheshould've.",Ndabenkhulusaysafterhisbeenso

quiet.

"Bafo.You'reokay?",Iaskhim.

"Yeah.",hesaysdismissively.

"Talk.",Bhekikhayaurges.

Hesighsandrubshisface.

"WhatifI'llnevermeetmyone?",Ndabenkhulusays



defeated.

Weallkeepquietsincewe'veallfoundthem.Well

mineisinarelationshipsoletmekeepquiet.

"Patiencebafo.",Bhekiadvice's.

"IhavebeenBheki.Itsbeenwaytoolong.WhatifI

am notmeanttofindone?",hesaystiredly.

"Youwill.Youjusthavetowait.Lovefindsyounot

theotherwayaround.",Itellhim.

LookatmebeingtheloveGuru.Sikes!

"Itsureistakingitstimewithme.",Ndabenkhulu

"Ihaveaplantocheeryouup.Howaboutafamily

dinner.WellinviteKuhle,Noxolo,Saneleand

Amanda.",Isaysmiling.

"AndSegotoo.",Bhekikhayaadds.

IlookatBhekikhayaandclickmytonguecausing

him tolaugh.

"Comeonbafo.You'regivingupalready?You

haven'tevenstarted.",Ndabenkhulusays.

"Sheseemstolovetheguy."



"Didshesayso?",Bhekiasks.

"No."

"Manje?",Langaalsochimesin.

Ndabenkhulusitsupandlooksatme.Brotherly

advicecomingup.

"Girlsloveattention.Beaconstantnuisancebutina

goodway.Buyherflowers.Takeherondates.

Complimenther.Don'tandIam serious.Don't!Be

sexualtowardsher.Iknowy'all.Begentleandkind.

Treatherlikeafriendandletherfallinloveonher

own.Mostimportantlydon'tstopdoingthiswhen

she'syours.",hesaysseriously.

Hesitsbackandwealllookathim.I'm definitely

surethatwhenhemeetshisdestinedhe'lltreather

good.

"ActuallyIjustnoticedIneverdidanyofthatwith

Unyezi.Ijustgaveherorgasms.Madehersmilehere

andthereandgavehermymillionsmileandshelost

it.",Langasayschuckling.

Wealllaughandhighfive.Ndabenkhulushakeshis



head.

"Y'allareyourfatherssons.",Ndabenkhulu

"Wellorgasmsdomakewomenhappydon't

it?",Bhekikhaya

"Itdoesbutsexisoverrated.",Ndabenkhulu

Wealllookathim andhemoveshischaircloserto

us.BeforehecancarryontalkingUnyeziwalksin.

"Dinnerisready.",shesayssmiling.

"Wearecoming.Thankyou.",Langa

Sheleavesagainandweturnourattentionbackto

Mr'Sexisoverrated'.

"Okay.HowwassexbeforeUnyezi?",heasksLanga.

WeallturntolookatLangaandhejustshrugs.

"Justsexman.",heanswers

"Bheki?",Ndabenkhuluaskshim too.

"Idon'tknowman.",Bhekianswersshrugging.

"Iwon'taskyouK.",hesays.

Igivehim mymiddlefingerandhechuckles.



"Nowtellmeaboutthecurrentsex."hesayslooking

atLanga.

"Noman.I'm nottellingyouaboutmysexlife."

Wealllaugh.

"I'm notaskingfordetails.",Ndabenkhulu

"Okay.Itsgreat.Italwaysleavesmefulfilled.Manits

addicting.",Langa

"Yetyoucheated?",Ndabenkhuluburststhemood.

Hegiveshim the'wtf'lookandweallshrug.

"Y'allsee?Sexwithsomeoneyouloveisbeautiful.I

justcan'twaitforit.",Ndabenkhulucarrieson.

Hestandsupbrushinghishandsonhisjeansand

slapsLangasheadonhiswayout.

"Ouch!",Langa

WeallstandupandLangagruntshiswayoutofbed.

Imissedthesemomentswithmybrothers.Theyjust

mademefeelbetter.
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UNYEZI

"Whyareyouscaredoftellingyourbrothers?You

sayhesawthemountainsinyoureyes?",Iask

Thando.

"I'm dealingwithalotrightnow.Yes.Ican'tbelieveI

metmydestinedthisearly.",shesaysjoyfully.

"I'm happyforyousthandwa.Whateveryou'regoing

throughyou'llcomethrough.Youalsocantellme

anything.Wheneveryoufeelready."

"Iknow.Ijust...Ineedtime.",shesayssoftly.

WhatisgoingonThando?Wesayourgoodbyesand

dropthecall.

"WasthatThando?"

IturnaroundatthesoundofLangasvoiceandhe

smiles.Heseemsbettertoday.

"Yes.Areyouokay?",Iaskworried.

"Yes.Areyouokay?",heasksme.

"Yes.I'm worriedaboutThandothou."



"Ihaven'ttalkedtohersincetheconfrontation.",he

sayslookingaway.

Iwonderhowlongishegoingtowalkaroundwith

thisshameonhisshoulders.

"Y'allshouldcheckuponher.Y'allalwaysforgether.

It'slikeshe'snotpartofy'all."

Helooksatmeandrubshischinbeforesittingdown.

"Webadbrothersaren'twe?",heasks.

"Yesy'allare.Y'allaresocaughtupinyourbrotherly

lovey'allforgether.Alotofpeopledon'tevenknow

y'allhaveasistercausey'allcastheraside.",Isay

sittingnexttohim.

Hebrusheshisheadandsighs.

"I'lllettheguysknow.We'lltalktoher.",

Inodandlaymyheadonhisshoulder.

"Canwecuddle?",Langa.

Inodandhelaysdownonthesofa.Ilayontopof

him carefullywithouthurtinghim.Itakeinhisafter

shaveandcologneandsigh.



"ThekidsarecomingbackSunday.",Itellhim.

HonestlyI'vemissedthem butIneededsometime

alone.WetalkonthephoneandLangaisnottaking

theseparationwell.

"Theyknow?",heaskswarily.

"No.Theyknowaboutyouraccidentonly."

Henodsandkissesthetopofmyhead.

"I'm sorry.IknowIhurtyou.",heapologises.

"Wehavetofixwhat'sbroken.Wehavealongwayto

gobutwecandoit.",Isayrubbinghishand.

Welayinsilenceineachothersarmsandour

breathesinsync.We'rerubbingeachothershands

absentmindedly.

KHULEKANI

Iknockonherdoorandsheshoutsfrom theother

side.Iremovemyselffrom thewallandstand

straight.I'm nottryingtolookcocky.Sheopensthe

doorsmilingandherexpressionchangesassoonas



sheseesme.Guessshe'snotmuchofafan.

"HeySeho.",Igreetgivingmybestsmile.

"Tshego.",shecorrectsmeirritably.

IfeelmysmilewaverasIgetpissedandIfeelmy

eyetwitch.Calm downKhulekani.Iplasterthesmile

again.

"Ican'tpronounceyourname.Iboughtthesefor

you.",Isayhandinghertheflowers.

"WhosaidIlikeflowers?ShouldIeatthem now?"

Itakeadeepbreathinandrunmyhandovermy

wavyhair.

"Sorry.Ididn'tknowwhatyoulike.",Isayascalm asI

can.

"Thatscausewe'renotfriends.",shesayswith

attitude.

Irollmyneckandlookupwithmyeyesclosed.I

knewtakingNdabenkhulusadvicewon'tdoitforme.

IfIstayherethenextfewminutesI'm goingtofuck

somemannersintoher.Ilookatherandshe's

lookingatme.Iwalkawayandleaveherthere.Iturn



backaroundandshe'sstandingatthedoor.

"LalelaNkosazana.I'm justtryingtobeniceand

sinceyounewaroundhereI'm tryingtobeyour

friend.Theleastyoucandoismeetmehalfway.",I

saysternly.

ShelooksdownandIkeepmyeyesonher.

"I'm sorry.Ithoughtyouhatedmesinceyouwere

veryrudelasttime.",shesaysavoidingeyecontact.

"I'm sorryforthat.Iwasbeinganasshole.Lunchto

makeitupforyou?"

"Idon'tthinkthatsagoodidea.Ihaveaboyfri-"

"I'm notaskingforyourhandinmarriagehere.Just

lunchasfriends.",Icutheroff.

"Okay.When?",sheaskssmiling.

Shehasabeautifulsmileandthemostprettiestlips.

Shedoesn'thavemakeupontodayandsheis

beautiful.InoticeascaronherforeheadandIwant

totouchitsobadbutIIholdmyself.

"Khuli?",shedisturbsmythoughts.



"Khulekani.Khule.",Icorrecther.

Shejustshrugsandsmiles.

"Getdressedsowecanleave.Actuallyyou'refine

likethat.Let'sgo."

Shelooksatheroutfitandshakesherherhead.

"Noway!Letmewearsomethinglessrevealing.",she

denies.

"No.Youlookbeautiful.You'resafewithme."

"Butmythighs.Mycellulite.No."

"Idon'tcare.Youhavebeautifulthighs.Let'sgo."

Ipullherfrom thedoorandsheshoutsforsomeone.

AgirlpeeksherheadoutthedoorasIpullherdown

thestairs.

"Pleaseturnoffthestove!",sheshoutsout.

Wegetintomycarandwedriveoff.I'm looking

straightaheadtostopmyselffrom lookingather

thickashellthighs."Don'tbesexual!"Ndabesvoice

screamsinmyhead.Fuck!

"Sowherearegoing?",sheasksdrawingmyattention.



"Tothetaxirank.",Ianswerlookingatherbefore

turningmyattentionbacktotheroad.

"Taxirank?"

"Yes.Theysellthebesttribe.Thanwe'llgotothe

parkandeat.Nothingbig.",Isaysmiling.

"ManIlovemogodu!",sheexclaims.

"Mogodu?",Iask.

"Yes.ItstribeinSeTswana."

"Sotellmeaboutyou.Yourdislikesandlikes."

Istealaglanceatherandheryellowthighs.Iregret

makingherleaveinthisshort.

"I'm TshegofatsoThango.21years.Doingmyfirst

yearinHumanBehaviour.Idon'tlike

lies,rudeness,hypocrisyandanger.Ilike

food,music,cars,snakesandalotmore."

"Snakes?What'syourfavouritesnake?",Iask

grinning.

"Vinesnakes."

"Shybutdeadly.They'realsoverybeautiful.Veryrare



tosee."

"Youknowvinesnakes?"

"Yeah.Ilovesnakes.IhadapetPythontillitgrew

largeandgaveituptotheNationalParkbutI'm

trackingitsmovements."

"Wow.I'dliketoseeit.",shesaysexcitedly.

"I'llcheckitsmovementsandifitsclosebyI'lltake

you."

Shesmilesandsqueals.She'ssuchagoodvibe.

Gettingtoherwillbefun.IthinkIloveheralready.

Plusshelovessnakessoshe'stheperfectmatch.I

lookatherasIparknearMam'Thwalascontainer.

ShehasthemostbeautifulfaceandIcantellshe's

alsobeautifulontheinsideaswell.

NOXOLO

IlookatSaneletalkingtoAmandaandthey're

laughing.Heseemshappyandfreeagain.Myheart

achesatwhatIlethim gothrough.Hesavedmylife.

Hesawhismotherbeingbeatenandstrangled.



ThabangisbehindbarsandI'm happybutIfearthe

dayhegetsout.Ihavepeoplewholovemeright

hereandIappreciateit.

"Okay.Cometastethis.",Kuhledisturbsme.

"You'resoobsessedwithcookingallofasudden.

Whatyoumake?Noodles?",Isaylaughingandshe

throwsthedishtowelatme.

"Noman!ImadeChillichickenbriyani.Taste!",she

squeals.

OhlordwhomadeherdiscoverIndiandishes?We're

dyingofMsKarishmahere!Itakeaspoonandput

someinmymouth.Iclosemyeyesandmoan.

"Isitgood?",sheaskseagerly.

Idon'tanswerbuttakethewholebowlandeat.

"Comeon!Itsgood?",sheurges.

Inodwithamouthful.MrsSilangwewould'vebeen

soproudofherrightnow.She'satherhappiestand

I'veneverseenherglowlikethis.

"Yes!I'm takingsomeforKhaya.I'm bringinghim

lunchsincehesaidhe'llbecheckingthebooksat



theoffice.",shesayskissingmycheek.

Inodandcarryoneating.IlikehowKhayamakes

hersohappyandtogetoutofhercomfortzoneabit.

Hishelpingunwrappartsofherwe'veneverknew

existed.

Mom.",Sanelegrinsatme.

Isquintmyeyesathim.Whatdoeshewant?

"Sanele?Whatnow?"

"CanwegomeetAmandasboyfriend?",hebegs.

"Sanele!",Amandashouts.

"Ohherfriend.",hefixeshisstatement.

"Amandasboyfriendhuh?",Kuhleasks.

"Hisjustafriend.HeisdatingAmahle.",Amanda

saysandIcantellshelikeshim buthisalready

taken.

"I'lldrivey'all.Ineedsomeairanyways.",Ivolunteer.

Istandupandgetmykeys.Iputonahoodieonly

andsneakersonandleavewiththekidstextingthis

'friend'.



"HesayshisathisunclesplaceinUmbilo.Hejust

gavemehisaddress.Healsohasalittlebrother

Sanelesage.",shesayspressingthecoordinatesin.

Ijustnodanddrivethem.Iam goingtopassbythe

bakeryafterthis.I'llbakesomethingtotakehome

there.Umbiloisfortherichandhashighwalls

surroundingpoolsandglasshouses.Ihavemycar

searchedatthegateandIsignin.Igetoutofthecar

andlookatthishousethanatAmanda.

"Yourfriendsuncleownsthis?",Iasklookingat

myselfattheglasswalls.

ShejustshrugsandSanelestartsgoingonabout

howhisgoingdrawhouseslikethese.Hewantsto

beanarchitectureandhisobsessionstartedwhen

wewatchedHGtvandheneverlookedback.Two

boyscomeoutandthetalleronelooksveryfeminine

butyoucan'tmissthestrongjawlineandhis

masculineaura.Theyoungeronelookscuteand

runstohugAmanda.HelooksatSaneleandhugs

him too.Hisahugger.

"Heysisi.",hegreetsme.



"Sisi?CallmeAunty.",Ilaugh.

HesmilesandhugsmetoobeforepullingSanele

withhim inside.

"SawubonaAunty.I'm NkosinathiKhuzwayo.I

promiseyournieceissafeinmyhands.",hesays

seriously.

HisaseriousyoungmanIsee.IlookatAmandaand

hercheeksarered.'Hisjustafriends.'Shewants

him lo.

"Okayfana.Isyourunclein?"

"Yes.Heisinhisstudy.Icantakeyoutohim.",he

saysrespectively.

Iwanttomeetthesekidsmother.They'reraisedwell.

WeenterthehouseandheoffersmeadrinkwhichI

decline.Manners.ThishouseisbeautifulandIfeel

likeI'm outofplace.Heknocksinthedoorandit

opensautomatically.

"Thereheis.We'llbedownstairsAunty.",hesaysand

leaves.

Iwalkintothestudyandthemaniswriting



somethingdownandnotpayingattentiontomy

presence.

"Sorrysir.",IsayandIclearmythroat.

Heraisesapalm signalingformetogivehim asec.

WhenhisdonehesitsupandIseehisnicepsflex.I

justcameupwithaword.Nicebiceps.Niceps.His

AdamsapplebobsasheswallowsandIhavea

silentfreakmoment.Hehasdarklipsandhelicks

them causingdimplestoform andIfeelanorgasm

comingup.Hehasastrongjawlinethatcanbreak

anacorn.ImeethiseyesandIclosemyeyesquickly.

"Shit!",Icussrubbingmyeyes.

"Nkosazana.Khonainkinga?"(isthereanissue?),he

asksstandingup.

"Youreyes.They'rebright.ManIthinkIwillbeblind.",

Isawithmyeyesstillclosed.

"Openyoureyes.",Ihearhisvoicenearmyear.

Heputsawarm largehandonmybackandIsigh.

Histouch.Itssorefreshing.

"Openyoureyes.",hesayssoftlyandhisbreathehis



myneck.

Iopenthem slowlyandIrubthem.Ilookathim and

thebrightnessdoesn'taffectmyeyes.

"Afuckenangel.",Ithinkoutloud.

HechucklesandIlookdownshyly.

"No.Don'tbeashamed.I'lltakeitasa

compliment.",hesayssmiling.

Hisfacialfeatureslookfamiliar.

"NdabenkhuluKhuzwayo.",heintroduceshimself.

"NoxoloKhumalo."

Weshakehandsandanelectricalforcehitsusand

wepullback.HesmilesatthatandIseehiseyes

shimmerwithtears.

"CanIhugyou?",heasks.

"Uhokay.",Iagreeweirdedout.

Hetakesmeintohisarmsandhegivesthebest

hugs.Hislikeahumansizedteddybear.Hischest

emitswarmthandIsighsmellinghim.Ipullaway

andhisfavefalls.



"I'dliketoleavemynumbers.Ileftmynieceandson

downstairs.Pleasedocallmewhentheywantto

leave."

"YesNoxolo."

Iwritedownmynumbersonthepaperonhisdesk

andbidgoodbye.Igetintomycaranddriveoff.

Maybehehasaspacialeyeconditionthatmakeshis

eyeslooklikethesunthanitsabeautifulcondition.

Helooksfamiliarthou.LikeKhulekaniand

Bhekikhaya.I'llaskKuhleforthesurname.Hesaid

hewasaKhuzwayo.Ishakemyhead.Focuson

yourselfNoxolo.Mybraindoesntlistenasitkeeps

playingthewholeordealoverandoveragain.
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THANDOLWETHU

Ilookatmynewtattooonthemirrorandsmile.I

haven'tbeenhomeandIthinktheybetteroffwithout.

Iwalkoutofthetattooparlourandwalkdownthe

streetplayingwithmytonguepiercing.Iwalkinto

thecafénearandordercoffee.Isitdownsippingmy

coffeeandlookoutsidethewindow.Ididn'tget

muchsleeplastnightliketheothernights.Ishould

beusedtoitbynowbutthebagsundermyeyes

don'tgounnoticed.Iseestudentswalkingto

campusandIfollowtheirfootsteps.I'm justanother

girlatcampus.Myfamilyisthemostrichestbut

nobodyknowsI'm partofthem anditsokay.My

brothersarealwaysoncoverpageswiththeirnames

oneverygirlslips.Ipullmyhoodieovermyheadand

walkintocampus.IsitdownonthefirstseatIcan

findandlistentotheprofessorgoonaboutmethods

tohelpsuicidalpatients.

Iwalkoutofschoolwithitchyeyesandthetiredness

weighingheavilyonmyshoulders.Iseehim again

todayparkedacrosstheroadandIstartwalking



towardshim.WhenI'm afewmetresawaySethu

walkstowardshim andtheykiss.Ifeelmyheart

breakandIholdbackthetears.Heseesmeand

walkstowardsmewhenSethuisinthecar.Hegrips

myhandroughlyandduetomyhighpaintoleranceI

don'tfeelmuch.Hehaswarm hands.

"Listenhere.Whathappenedthatdaywasamistake.

Forgetaboutthatkissyoulittlefreak.Idon'tknow

whatswithyoureyesbutthereisnothingspecial

aboutyou.Stopfollowingmearound.",hesays

angrily.

"Iwasn'tfollowingyouaround."

"Idon'tcare!",helooksaroundbeforeloweringhis

voice.

"Younotmytypeoftea.Youwon'tfillmypockets.

Leavehoodgirl.",hesayspushingmeaway.

Ilookathim andsqueezehischeekinmyhand.

"We'llmeetagain.SthembisoMthethwa."

Iletgoofhischeekleavingitredandwalkaway

leavinghim surprised.AssoonasIgetintomy



apartmentIslidedownandcry.I'vebeenareject

mostofmylifebutthiswashardtotake.Helived

offrichwomanandheinstantlysawthatIcouldn't

afford.Ihaveallthemoneyintheworld!Icanafford

him!JustcauseIdon'tflauntitdoesn'tmeanIcan't

havetheonepersonmeantforme!Ithrowthevase

nearagainstthewallandscream.Idisconnectthe

TVandthrowitacrosstheroom.Ipullmyhairand

scream.ScenariosplayinmyheadandIlaugh.No

onewillhaveyouSthembisoifIdon't!Noone!No

onewantsme!MyphoneringsandIlookatit.'Bhuti

Langa.'Iwipemytearsandanswerthecall.

"Bhuti.",Imanagetomasterthesoftestvoice.

Makethem believeyou'renormal.

"Howareyou?Unyezitoldmeyouweren'tokay.",he

sayswithworry.

Soifshehadn'ttoldyouthanyouwouldn'thave

called.Typical.

"I'm okay.Ihadflubutitscomingalright."

"Okay.We'recomingtoseeyou.",Langa.



Shit!

"Okay."

Ilookaroundtheapartmentandthemessis

cleanable.Istartpickinguppiecescuttingmyhands.

IcleanasbestIcouldbutIcan'texplainthemissing

TV.I'llcomeupwithalie.Ialwaysdo.Ichangeinto

anotherhoodieandswagpantshidingmytattoos.

Whatelse?Irunupstairsandhidemypillsinsidemy

speakerandrunbacktothelivingroom andsiton

thecouchwithafleeceandtakeafewdeep

breathes.Ihaven'ttakenmypillsindays.I'llmanage

withoutthem.Ijusthavetokeepupthesweethappy

sisteract.IknowhowtomanipulatesoI'm not

worriedaboutthem everknowingtherealme.

NOXOLO

Iwakeupwithathrustandlookaroundtheroom.Its

justadream Noxolo.Nothingbutadream.Hewon't

hurtyou.

"Areyouokay?",Kuhleasksyawning.



"Yeah.Justhadanothernightmare."

"Itshim again?",shesitsup.

"Yes.Hekilledmethistimearound.Thecopsdidn't

come.Nobodycame.Hekilledme.",IsayasIfeel

mychestclosingup.

Itfeelsrealasmymindplaysscenariosinmyhead.

Hehashiskneeonmychestandhisshouting.

"I'llkillyou!Youmakemeangry!",thevoicerepeatsin

myhead.

IfeelhandssnakearoundmeandIjumpoutofbed.

InoticeitsKuhle.

"I'm sorryKuhle."

"No.Itsnotyourfault.Breathe.",shesayssoothingly.

Itakedeepbreaths.

"Hisnotheretohurtyou.",shecarriesoncalming

me.

Isitonthebedasmybreathgetsbacktonormal.I

letoutawretchedsobandshepullsmeinherarms.

She'slosingsleepoverme.IneverknewI'dreach



thisstageinmylife.Ihadmylifeplannedoutsowell.

Guesseverythingbreakswhenyouaretheone

buildingitanditsnotGod.

NDABENKHULU

IgetoutthecarreadytotellThandoandtheguys

goodnews.Wewalkinherapartmentandshe's

sleepingonthecouch.ThereisnoTV.Langashakes

herandshewakesup.

"Heyy'all.",sheyawnsout.

Inoticeatonguering.Thatsnew.

"Heysleepyhead.",Igreether.

ShesneezesandIpassherthetissuebox.Wesit

andInoticethebagsunderhereyes.Whensherubs

hereyesInoticescratchesonherhands.

"Youhaveatonguepiercing?",Bhekikhayaasks.

Guesshealsonoticed.

"Yes.Justwantedtotrysomethingnew.",shesays

lookingdown.

"What'supwiththescratchesonyourhands?",Iask



her.

"MyTVfellandbroke.Icleaneditupandscratched

myhands.Iguessitwasn'tstable."

Ilookatherandshedoesn'tseem alright.Shekeeps

clenchingherfistsandheremotionsareshifting.

She'shidingangerandshe'stryingtohardthatshe

doesn'tseethatshe'sfailing.

"Iknowwehaven'tbeenthebestbrothers.Always

excludingyou.Youdon'thavetofeelalone.We

here.",Langa.

Shelaughsandherliptwitchesandsheclenchesher

fiststighter.Somethingisn'trighthere.

"Thando?Am Imakingajoke?",Langaasks.

Hispushingwhateverangershehasandit'snot

good.I'veneverseenherlikethis.She'salwaysbeen

thequietandisolatedoneinthebunch.Theguys

don'tseem tonoticethischangeofattitude.I'm

moreofanobserverandthanactaftersoIjustsit

quietlylookingatherandwatchinghermovements.

"We'rehavingdinnerSundayatKhulekanishouse.



Howaboutyoucome?",Bhekikhaya.

HepissesheroffandshebitesherlipsandInotice

bloodandshelicksitawayquickly.Howistheguys

notseethischangeofbehavior.Shescratchesher

headandherhoodiegoesuprevealingatattoo.

"Thando.Isthatatattoo?",Khulekaniasksinching

towardswithhishandstretchedout.

"Don'ttouchmeBhuti.",hervoicecomesoutrough

andhegetsthemessageandretreats.

ThisisnottheThandolwethuIknow.Isitupand

lookathertillshelooksmeintheeye.Somethingis

clawingathersoulandbyherbehaviorIcantellits

beeneatingatherforawhile.

"Thando.Whatsgoingonwithyou?Idontknowyou

likethis.",Ifinallyspeak.

"Y'alldon'tknowme.Y'alldon'twantme!Nobody

does!",shescreamsstandingupandwealldotoo.

We'resoconfusedandshockedrightnow.She

standsinfrontofmeandheaves.Ilookintoher

eyesandthey'reemotionless.Somethingiswrong.I



needtocallKhuzwayo.

"You.Bigbrother.Whatcourseam Idoing?",she

asksme.

"Nursing?",Iaskunsure.

ShemovestoLanga.

"What'smyfavouritecolour?",Thando

"Grey.",heanswers.

ShemovestoBhekikhaya.

"SecondbornkaBaba.What'smyfear?",Thando.

"Spiders.",heanswersconfidently.

ShemovestoKhulekaniandInoticeanemotion.

Hope.

"Zalo.What'smydeepestsecret?",Thando.

TheymaintaineyecontactandKhulekanilooksatus

andshakeshishead.Whatsgoingonhere?Thando

nodsathim andhesitsdownandcovershisface.

"YouhaveBipolar.Onlymamaknewaboutitand

whenshediedshetoldme.Youfeellikeyou'reliving



underourshadowandyougrowoutofshale

becauseyou'refightingtogetsunlightbutweinthe

way.",hesaysandhelet'soutadeepbreathlikea

weighthasbeenoffloaded.

Helooksatusandshakeshishead.

"She'sdoingherfinalyearinPsychologycauseshe

wantstohelpwithmentalillnesses.Herfavourite

colourisblackcauseshefindspeaceinthedark.

Herworstfearisdyingalonecausethatshowshe

alwaysfeltlike.She'snottheThandoy'allknow.",he

saysandwipesastrandtear.

Howcantheykeepsuchasecretfrom us?Arewe

reallythatignorant?

"Whereisyourmedicine?",Khulekaniasksherasshe

startscrying.

"Myhideout.",sheanswerslaughing.

Weallstandtherelookingatherandprocessing

everything.HowdidImissthis?HowdidKhuzwayo

missthis?Ilookatmybrothersandwelook

defeated.Ifshamecouldsmellthisneighborhood

wouldstink.
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MONTHSLATER

NDABENKHULU

WesignherformsandBhekikhayahelpsherwith

herbagswhileKhulekanihelpsherinsidethecar.

Langadrivesoffandwesittinginsilence.She

seemsbetterthanthelasttimewesawher.

"Areyouokay?",Bhekikhayafinallyasks.

Shelooksathim andnodssmiling.Imissedher

smile.Ithoughtshehadlost.WhenKhuzwayofound

outaboutThandossituationhewentcrazy.Hespent

aweekatthevillageandtheysaidhe'dspenddays

shoutingatmymom.Ourfamilysplitupandifit

wasntforUnyeziwe'dbelostbeings.Wetook

Thandotoapsychiatrichospitalandwevisitedhere

andthere.Thefirstfewmonthswithoutherwere

hard.Unyeziwassadshewasnttherewhenshe

gavebirthtoNkanyezi.LittleNkanyeziboughta

differentjoyintoourlives.Ithinkwhatkilledusmore

wassittingaroundthedinnnertableonChristmas

andshewasn'tthere.Shewasdischargedtodayand



wehavebeenplanningformonthshowtogetto

knowherbetterandKhulekanihasbeenhelpingus.

"You'rereadytomeetyournephew?We'llgooutfor

lunchafterthat.",Langasaysparking.

"I'm ready.Canwepostpone.Ihavesomethingto

dealwithlater.",Thando

"Somethingtodealwith?What'sthat?",Iaskher.

"Don'tworryaboutit.",shesmiles.

We'regoinggofindoutanyway.Wegetoutofthe

carandwalkinside.UnyeziisplayingwithNkanyezi.

"Ohheyguys.Thando?",shegetsallemotional.

NkosinathitakesthechildandUnyezihugsThando.

Shekisseshercheeksandtheystartcrying.Women.

"Imissedyou.CanIseehim?",Thandoaskssmiling

betweenhercries.

"Yeah.OhmyGod!Ican'tbelieveitsyou.",Unyezi

Thandotakesthekidandsmileskissinghischeeks.

NkanyeziisaKhuzwayobaby.Thedimplesnever

goingunnoticed.LangasmilesandkissesUnyezi.



NOXOLO

"Sanele!",Ishoutathim.

Helaughsandrunsaroundourapartment.Hissuch

aplayfulchild.

"Sanelegivemethatphone!",Ishoutchasinghim.

Helaughsandashescrollsonmyphone.

"Ha!Iknewit!",hesayssmiling.

Isnatchmyphoneandputitinsidemypocket.

"Uyaphapha!"(You'reforward.),Isaysmiling

involuntary.

"Oksalayo.Ican'tbelieveyouarestalkingMalume

Ndabenkhulu.",hesayslaughing.

"I'm not.I...I...Nje.",Istutter.

"Weren'tyoutheonesayingyoudon'tlikehim?That

younotgoingtodateaKhuzwayo.",Sanele

"Howoldareyouagain?",Iasksarcastically.

"Haha.I'm oldenoughtoknowthatfeariseatingat



you.Noteverymanislikedad.",Sanele

Hekissesmyhandandwalkstohisroom.Istand

thererealisinghowtruehiswordsare.Thedoorbell

rings.IsignfortheflowersandUberEatsbrownbag.

IreadthenoteandIsmile.

"Forgiveness(Noxolo).PleaseforgiveasIwon't

makeittodinnerasIpromised.I'm attendinga

familymatter.Iboughtlunchthou.Fistbumpmy

niggaforme.Ndabenkhulu."

Ismelltheflowersandputthem inthevase.I'm

usedtotheflowers.Hehasthem deliveredevery

morning.IopenupthebaganditsChickenLicken.

"Sanele!",Icallforhim.

"What'sup?",heaskstakingapiece.

"Ndabenkhulusays...",Ifistbumphim.

"Heboughtlunch?",heaskssmiling.

Inodandtakeoutmyphonethankinghim forlunch

andtheflowers.

"Doyouthinkyou'llevermoveon?",Saneleasks.



Ijustshrugandweeattalking.Hisbeenagreatson.

We'remoreofbestfriends.I'm justnotreadyfora

relationshipandhelikesNdabenkhulubutI'm

workingonbuildingmybusiness.Maybeastime

goesI'llconfrontmyfeelingsbutrightnow.Meand

Ndabenkhuluwilljustbewhatweare.Hisnever

madeamoveonme.Hehasneveraskedmeout.

I'm certainhejustseesmeasanacquittance.

UNYEZI

Welefteveryoneintheloungeastheycelebrate

Thandosreturn.I'm sohappytoseeher.

"I'm leavingwithyou.",Langa

"Ineedtodothisonmyown.",Isayshakingmyhead.

"Youstillhaveamonthtothinkaboutthis.Younot

goingtoSwazilandalone.",Langa

"Iwon'tbealone.Myunclesanddadwillbethere.",I

trymakinghim seeI'llbesafe.

"Ican'tloseyou.",heshakeshisbeadwithtearsin

hiseyes.



Hekissesmeanditsslowandpassionate.Nkanyezi

isdownstairswiththerestsowehavethismoment

withoutdisturbance.Heclimbsontopofmeand

kissesmeagain.HishandspullonmypantsandI

liftmybuttupandheremovesit.Wegobackgo

kissingasherubsmyclit.I'm alreadywetandhis

takinghistimewithme.Hebettermakethisquick

beforeNkanyezistartscrying.

HerubshimselfonmebeforeheentersslowlyandI

moan.HethrustsslowlyandIarchmyback.

"MmmhLanga.",Imoanout.

Heisgoingslowandthepassionistoomuch.

"Youcan'tleavealone.",hegroansinmyear

thrustingslowly.

Sohistryingtomakemeagreebyfuckingme?Ifyes

itsworking.

"I'm leavingwithyou.",hewhispers.

HecirculateshiswaistandIloseit.Igripthesheets

tighterandheliftsmyT-shirtupandgrazesmy

nipple.



"Ah!",Imoanloudly.

"I'm leavingwithyou.",hewhispers.

"Yes!Yes!Yes!",Iagreemoaningsoftly.

HeholdsmeinhisarmsandthrustsslowlywhileI'm

moaninghisname.Icanfeelhim pulsatinginmeas

hestrokesdeepandslow.

"Ah!Langa!"

Mywetnessisdrippingandhisslowstrokesare

takingmeonedge.

"Langa!",Imoangrippinghim tighterandclenching

mythighs.

"Cum forme.",hegroanskissingmyneck.

IdigmynailsdeeperintohisbackasIarchmyback

withmymouthclosed.Themostintenseorgasm

hitsmeandI'm leftshakingunderhim.Hecumson

mythighandgroansout.

"Shit!"

Herollsofmeandpullsmeintohisarms.Hethrows

afleeceoverusandIlayonhischest.Justafew



minutesbeforewegodowntoothers.We'vemade

thebestofourloveandIlovehim daily.

KUHLEKONKE

Ilookatthiskidwithmymouthopenanddry.She's

lookingdownandcrying.Igetoutofshockandhold

hercloselyasshecriesinmyarms.Aknock

disturbsusandIattendtoit.Iopenandits

Nkosinathi.

"SawubonaSisi.",hegreets.

"Nkosinathi."

"CanIseeAmanda?",hesayslookingmestraightin

theeyes.

"Ithinkyou'vebrokenherheartenough.You'vemade

itclearyoudon'tvalueher.",Isayclosingthedoor

behindme.

We'restandingoutsideandhehasonehandinhis

pocketandtheotherisholdingadis-chem paper

bag.

"WhathappenedbetweenmeandAmandawasa



mistake.Ididn'tforceherintoanythinginsteadshe

wastheonewhoaskedmetobreakhervirginity

becauseIwastheonlyguyshetrusted.Amandaisa

greatgirlsisibutwithyoubeingwithmyunclewe

couldneverbeanythingmorethanfriends.I'm also

inarelationship.Pleaseunderstand.Givetheseto

herplease.Tellherim sorryfornotlovingher.",he

handsmethepaperbagandleaves.

WhenIwas16Iwasworriedaboutwhatcolour

dresswasIgoingtowear.AboAmandaalready

havevirginbreakers.I'm notjudging.Sheknows

whatshe'sdoing.Igetbackinsideandshe'sstill

crying.

"Nkosinathidroppedthisoff.",Isayhandingherthe

bag.

Shewipeshertearsandpeeksinside.Inotice

morningpills.

"Didy'alluseprotection?",Iaskfrowning.

SheshakesherheadandIslapher.

"Amanda!HaveInevertoldyoupreventionisbetter

thancure?!",Ishout.



"Itwas...Wewerebothinthemoment.",shecries.

"Youdidn'tevenmentionthis?Yazini!",Iturnaround

toleave.

"Ohandhesaidhissorryfornotlovingyou.",Isay

andthanleave.

ThewholeKhuzwayoclanjustboughtdrama.Iclick

mytongueandcallBhekikhaya.

TSHEGOFATSO

"You'vebeenpostponingvisitingmeTshepo."

"Iknow.I'vebeenbusyTshego.",helies.

Somethingfallsontheotherside.

"What'sthat?",Iask.

"Babe!What'sgoingonthere?!",afemalevoice

shoutsontheotherside.

"Babe?Hebanna!KemangouTshepo?"(who'sthat

Tshepo?)

Hedoesn'tanswermebutdropsthecall.Ilookat



myphonescreenamazed.Thereisnowayhis

cheating.MaybeitwastheTV.Whoam Ifooling?I

callhim andhedropsmycall.
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BHEKIKHAYA

IjustgotoffthephonewithKuhlekonkeandsheis

bitingmybeadoffasifIsentNkosinathitobreak

Amandasvirginity.Iwalkbacktotheloungeand

UnyeziandLangacomeback.ItakeNkanyezifrom

Thandoandticklehim.Bafohasthecutestkid.

Nkosinathiwalksinbangsthedoor.Wealllookat

him.

"Nkosinathithevirginbreaker.",Isaycausing

everyonetolookatme.

Hewalkspastusandclimbsthestairs.Langa

standsuptofollowhim andUnyezipusheshim back

down.

"Virginbreaker?",Ndabenkhuluasks.

"Yes.HesleptwithAmanda.",Itellhim playingwith

Nkanyezi.

"Ah!Nazokemfana!"(Therewegoboy),Khulekani

shoutslaughing.

"Sowhyisheangry?",Thandoasks.



"Hedoesn'twantAmanda.Theydidn'tuseprotection.

Heevenboughthermorningafters.Idon'tgetwhy

histheangryone.",Isayshrugging.

KhulekanilaughsandThandoslapshishead.

"Ouch!",hegrunts.

"Shutup!Thisisserious.Doesn'thehavea

girlfriend?",Thandoasks.

"HeisdatingagirlcalledAmahle.Amandasfriend.

Yeyii!Itsamess.",Itellthem.

"Langa!",LangacallsforLangalami.

HecomesinwithUnyezisphoneinhishands.

"Gocallyourbrotherforme.",Langainstructs.

TheboyrunsupstairsandKhulekanikeepson

saying"virginbreaker?ye16years?Youraiseda

Casanovabafo."andlaughing.Hewalksinandsits

nexttoUnyezi.Protection.Smartmove.

"Youdorealiseyouhavetopaydamageright?",

Ndabenkhuluaskshim.

Henodswithhiseyescasteddown.We'veallbeen



inhissituationandtheheatisepic.

"Soyouwon'tgetthreemonthsallowance.",Langa

tellshim.

"KodwaBabasheaskedforit.Ididn'tevenmakea

moveonher.",heraiseshisvoiceandLangapulls

him byhisneck.

"Don'traiseyouvoiceatme.Youpenetratedher

right?Soyou'repaying!",hesaysfirmly.

Khulekaniisinstitchesandhekeepsgettingslaps

from Thando.Mybrotherisanidiot.

"Sotellmemshana.Howwasit?",Khulekaniasks

him.

"ShesnotthefirstgirlI'vetaintedMalumesoits

nothingtobeexcitedabout.",Nkosinathimumbles.

Ndabenkhulucracksupandhefistbumpshim.

"Howmanyhaveyousleptwith?",Thandoasks.

"Justtwoaunty.",hemumbles.

"Virgins?",Iaskandhenods.

"Great.6monthswithoutallowance.We'repayingto



boththesegirls.",Langaburstsourbubble.

Nkosinathilooksathim andtriesbegginghisfather

butLangadoesn'tbuyit.Wellwe'veallhadbeen

here.I'm sureLangaishappythathecanputthe

samepressureonsomeoneelse.

"Mama.",hesayslookingatUnyezi.

"Sorryboy.",sheshrugs.

Hestandsupandleavesandassoonashisoutof

sightwealllaugh.

"Manthatfeltgood.RememberwhenDaddidthatto

his?Manitwastorture.",Langasayslaughing.

"DoyourememberhoweveryyearBhekikhayawas

brokecausehealwaysdatedvirgins.",Khulekani

remindsthem.

"Theydatedme.Nottheotherwayaround.Theyjust

lovethis.",Isayandwelaugh.

"I'm waitingforthedayThandobreakshervirginity.

Wewant15cows!",Khulekanisaysandweallagree.

ThandocoughsandUnyezilaughs.



"YiniThando?"(what'swrongThando?),Ndabenkhulu

asks.

"Nothing.",shesaysstandingupandgoingintothe

kitchen.

UnyezitakesNkanyeziandfollowsherlaughing.We

getbacktotalkingaboutourchildhoodmemories.

NOXOLO

Iam watchingromanticmoviesandcrying.Sanele

saidhecan'thandlemycryingandwenttohisroom.

Itakeascoopoficecream andshoveitinmymouth.

ThedooropensandKuhleandAmandawalkin.

AmandaislimpingandKuhlekeepsongivingherthe

stinkeye.Whataretheyfightingaboutnow?They

greetandKuhletakesmyspoonandeatsmyice

cream.

"Hey!",Isayasshetakesmyicecream.

"Ineedthis.Thisoneisgoingtokillme.",shesays

eyeingAmanda.

"Whatisit?",Iask.



"Useyidikazi."(She'snolongerpure.),Kuhle.

"Nowonderyouarelimping.Sowhowasit?Iza

Nazo."(Hitme.),Isayinchingcloser.

"Talk.",Kuhle

"Letmegetsomewine.",Isaystandingup.

Ifetchmywineandtwoglasses.IhandonetoKuhle

andfillourglasses.

"Okaygirl!Talk.",Ieagerlysay.

"ItwasNkosinathi.",shesaysfidgeting.

"Wait.Theoneandonly?",Ididn'tthinkitwasthis

deep.

"Yes.Ikindofseducedhim.",Amanda.

"Haibo!ChristianGreythefemaleversion.",Ilaugh.

"Sisi!Ijust...IwasstupidIknow.Ijustwantedtofeel

closertohim.I...Ithoughtgivingmyselftohim will

makehim loveme.",hervoicebreaks.

"Sthandwa.Sexdoesn'tkeepaman.Youstillyoung.

Youstillhavealotoftimetomeetaguywho'll

appreciateyou.",Isayandsipmywine.



"AndnexttimeuseprotectionAmoh.Whatifhe

didn'tbringthosemorningafters?Youhadn'ttold

meanything.Youoldenoughtofallpregnant.Be

wisenexttime.",Kuhlesaysholdingherhand.

"Nowtellushowwasthewholeexperience?Washe

big?Hisstrokegame?Washegentle?",Iask.

Kuhlelaughsandpushesme.

"ItwasreallypainfulatfirstbutIkindoflikeditafter

awhile.Isitokayforaguytolickyoudownthere?",

sheasksshyly.

Wearedeadandwehighfive.Manshessoinnocent.

"Didyoulikeit?",Kuhleasksher.

Shenodsplayingwithherfingersandwearedead

again.ThathaNkosinathi!

"Yesitsagoodthing.Aslongashisdoingitright.",

Kuhlesayslaughing.

"Yohsisi.Iwassonervous.",sheloosensup.

"Nowtellmethedetails.Stroketostroke.",Iurge.

"Noxolo!",Kuhlelaughs.



"What?Iwanttohearthis.",Isaylaughing.

"Okay.Thereisthisthinghedoeswithhistongue.",

shehidherfaceandsquealed.

Wearesippingonourwineaswelistentothis.

"Itwaspainfulatfirstandthenhedidthisthingof

movinghiswaistincircles.",shetellsus.

"Circulation!",meandKuhlesaylaughing.

WesitandlistentoAmandasstory.Thisgeneration

isskilled!Theyevenmuffnow.

TSHEGOFATSO

I'vebeentryingtocallTshepobuthisphonesends

mestraighttovoicemailbuthispostingon

Instagram.Iguessheblockedme.Hecan'tdothis

tomemahn!Tshepotlampeang'tlalosetse!(hemust

explain!)Igetintotheshowerandcry.Hesaidhe

willtrymakingusworkevenwiththedistanceand

wehadpromisedtovisiteachother.Igetoutofthe

showeranddecidetogetinsidemyblanketsnaked.

Igothroughhisaccountandhisjustposteda



pictureofholdinghandsandthecaptionis"Holdmy

handthroughitall."Ihavechestpainssametime.Is

thisreal?Irestartmyphone.Maybemyphoneis

givingmeissues.IgobacktoInstagram andcheck

hisaccountagain.Thepictureisstillthere.Icryand

covermyfacewiththeblanket.Doesithavetohurt

likethis?Isobloudly.



SPECIALPIECE

AMANDA

"NomanNkosinathi!You'recheating!",Iexclaim

pushinghim withmyshoulder.

"JustadmitthatyousuckatFIFA.",hesays

chuckling.

We'replayingFIFAinhisroom andSaneleand

LangalamiareintheGameRoom.Theyhaveareally

beautifulhugehouse.

"AndIwin!Again!",hefistbumpstheair.

"I'm notplayinganymore.",Igivehim thejoystick.

"Soreloser.",hechuckles.

We'vebeenfriendsfortwohearsandI'venever

heardorseenhim laugh.Healwaysjustsmilesor

chuckles.Istealaglanceathim asheinsertsthe

USBbehindtheTV.Nkosinathiisreallytallandhas

whatIcallfemininemasculinity.Heisreallydark

skinnedwithsharpfeatures.Hissmilelooksmoreof

asmirkcauseitslopsided.Hehasonebracketand

healwayshasonehandinhispocket.We'rebest



friendsandIcaughtfeelingsbuthedoesn'tknow

that.HereallylovesAmahleandI'm justhisfriend

andIain'tgonnalieithurts.

"Okay.MsHorror.Movie?",hesayshandingmethe

remote.

IchooseAnnabelleComesHome.Ilovethatmovie.

WellIloveeveryhorrormovie.

"Weed?",heasks.

HisastonerandIjustsmokehereandthere.

"WhatifyourDadsmellsit?",Iask.

"They'renotaround.",hesaysshrugging.

Hetakesouthis'weedbox'underhisbedandstarts

crushing.

"Youwanttoroll?",heasks.

"Yeahcool.",Isaytakingtherizlaandweedfrom him.

"I'llgogetmunchiesthen.",hesaysstandingup.

HecomesbackwhenI'm lickingandhehandsmea

lighter.



"Yougettingbetter.",hesaysanalysingmyjoint.

"Iknowright.",Isaysmilingproudly.

"Bless.",hesayslightingitandhandingittome.

Helocksthedoorsotheydon'tcomeinandknowing

Langahe'lldefinitelysnitch.Assoonaswefinish

smokingIpressplay.

"Shit!",heexclaimsjumpingandIlaugh.

"Iregretsmokingthanwatchingthis.I'm soparanoid

rightnow.",hesayschuckling.

"Itsnotthatscary.",Isayshrugging.

HereachesovermeandIfreezeforasecond.He

smellssogood.Hecomesbackwithapacketof

marshmallows.Iletoutabreathwhenhegetsback

tohisposition.

"You'reokay?",heaskswithhiseyebrowsfurrowed.

"Yeah...Uhm.",Igulp.

Heshrugsandcarriesoneating.Itakeoffmyjacket

andI'm leftinmybralet.

"ShouldIturntheair-conon?",heaskseyeingme.



InodandhetakestheremoteandIfeeltheairget

cooleraroundus.Noneofusarewatchingthemovie

causewe'reeating.HekeepscrackingjokesandI'm

highsoIam deadwithlaughter.

"MystomachhurtsNathi.Whoa.",Isaylaughingand

hechuckles.

"OkayI'llstop.",hesayschewingtheicefrom his

glass.

"You'recrazy.Whochewsice?",Iaskhim.

"I'm dangerousAmanda.Ichewwater.Solidwater.",

hesaystakinganothericecube.

"You'rejusticey.",Isayandhesmiles.

"MyhistoryassignmentisduenextweekandI

haven'tevenstarted.",Nathi

"I'm donewithmine.",Isay.

"Canyoudomine?",heasksme.

"No.Youwastetimehigh.Youstillhavetwodays.",I

sayshakingmyhead.

"Please.",Nathi



"Fine.R100.",Isaysmiling.

"What?R50?",henegotiates.

"No.I'm usingmybrain.Time.Hands.Sources.

R100.",Istate.

"Fine.",hemumbles.

Ilaughathim andheticklesme.

"Nathi!",Iscream laughing.

Hestopsticklingmeandwhenheisabouttogetoff

meIpullhisfaceandkisshim.Hepullsout.

"Amanda.",Nathi

"Shhh.",Ishushhim.

Ipullhim againandherespondsthistimearound.

Hehasreallysoftlips.IpullhisT-shirtoverhishead.

"Amanda.",hesayslookingatme.

"Nathi.",Isaylookingatathim.

HeshakeshisheadandInodmine.Iseehisjawtick

andIpullhim inforanotherkiss.Irunmyhandsover

hisabs.Hisasoccerplayer.Hishandgoesonmy



thighandsinceI'm wearingajeanminiskirthehas

access.WhenIstartunbucklinghisbelthejumps

offandheaves.Isitupandheshakeshishead.

"Amanda.We'refriends.Wecan'tdothis.Plusyou're

virgin.No.",hesayspickinguphisshirt.Istandup

andsitonthebed.

"Iknowbutyou'retheonlyguyItrustenoughtotake

myvirginity.",Isaylookinghim straightinhiseyes.

"You'renotthinkingstraight.Iknowweedcanmake

onehornysolet'sputtheblameonit.",hesays

sittingnexttome.

"I'm notsayingmarryme.AllI'm askingforis

orgasms.",Isaybluntly.

"WhatdoyouevenknowaboutorgasmsAmanda?

No.",hesayssternly.

IcameherewithapurposeandIsitontopofhim.I

don'tknowwhereI'm gettingtheconfidence.He

triestalkingandIkisshim anddryhumphim.I

watchedporntoknowallaboutthisandI'm praying

I'm doingitright.Hetraceshishandfrom mythighs

andliftsmyskirtupsqueezingmybutt.Hetakesoff



mybraletandherubshisfingersonmynipples.I

feelawetnessonmypanties.Herollsusoverand

hisnowontop.Hestartskissingmyneckanda

soundescapesmylips.HetakesoffmyskirtandI

feelmyheartratequickens.HenoticesI'm tense

andlooksatme.

"Areyousure?",heasks.

Inodandheshakeshishead.

"Areyousure?",herepeats.

"Yes.",Isay.

Hetakesoffhispantsandclimbsontopofme

again.Hisrubbinghishandsallovermewhile

kissingme.Hetraceskissesdownuntilmybelly

button.Helooksupatmeandheuseshisteethto

takeoffmything.Iboughtthongsspecialfortoday.I

closemylegsasIstartfeelingselfconscious.He

opensthem gentlyandheisstilllookingatme.I

thinkI'm goingtopukemyheartout.Ifeelhis

fingerspartmyfoldsandhelicksme.Imoanandhe

putshisarmsaroundmythighsandpullsmecloser.

I'veneverexperiencedthisbeforeandI'm enjoyingit.



IfeelsomethingknotinmyabdomenandIlift

myselfupbuthedoesn'tletgoofmythighsand

neitherdoeshestopsuckingme.Icalm downafter

whatfeltlikeaheavenlyhigh.Hecomesbacktomy

face.

"Thatsanorgasm.",hesayssmugly.

HetrieskissingmebutImovemyfaceandhe

chuckles.

"Tasteyourself.",hesaysstickinghistongueinmy

mouth.

IttastesforeignandIlikeitweirdly.Ifeelhim rub

himselfdownthereandIfidget.

"Relax.",hesayskissingme.

HetriesenteringmeandImoveup.Hepullsme

backandtriesagainwhilekeepingmeintact.Ifeel

somethingentermeandIpulloutandscream.

"Uyangilimaza.",Isaysobbing.

Hestopsmovingandlooksatme.

"Ngiyeke?",heasks.



Ishakemyheadandhekissesmyeyesandwipes

mytears.Hekissesmeagainandheentersdeeper.

"Nathi!",Iscream.

HeholdsmyhandsabovemgheadcauseI'm

pushinghim.

"Doyouwantmetostop?",heasks.

"No.Itsjustreallypainful.",Isay.

"Thatsbecauseyou'revirgin.Justbearwithme.",he

saysusinghisotherhandtowipemytears.

Inodandhestartsmoving.Ibitemylip.Ilthurts

morewhenheextracts.Hisgroaninglowlyandhis

otherhandgoesdowntorubmyclitandthe

pleasurekicksin.

"Fuck!You'retight.",hegroanslettinggoofmy

hands.

HemoveshiswaistaroundandIarchmyback

grabbingthesheets.HegoesindeeperandIarch

mybackasmyeyesrollwithmymouthopen.

"Nathi.",Imoanout.



Icanhearourskinsslappingandhehasmynipplein

hismouth.MypussyfartsandIhidemyfacewith

hands.Hechucklesandremovesthem.Hehasn't

stoppedmoving.

"Don'tbeshy.Itsnormal.",hesaysashedoesthat

thingwithhiswaistagain.

"Nathi!",Iscream asIpullhishairandIorgasm.

HekeepsmovingandIfeelhim grabmetighterand

hecusses.

"FuckAmanda!",hegroansout.

Ifeelwarmnessinsidemeandwestaylikethat.

Bothofusshakingandbreathingheavily.Hepulls

outandIwhine.

"Shit!",hesays.

"What?",Iask.

"Ididn'tpulloutintime.I'm sorry.I'llbuymorning

afters.",hesayslayingbesidesme.

InodandIfinallygetachancetolookathispenis

andIblink.Howdidthatfitinsideme?Ilookdown

andInoticeIbled.That'snormal.SisKuhletoldme.



"Sorryabutyoursheets.",Isaylookingaway.

"Itsfine.I'llchangethem.Come.",hesaysstanding

upandliftsmeup.

I'm surprisedastohowhecanliftmeupbuthe

doesn'tseem tocomplain.Hefillsthewaterand

oncetheywarm,hehelpsmeinside.

"I'llbeback.",hesayswrappingatowelaroundhis

torso.

"Wait.",Isayhurriedly.

Heturnsbackandlooksatme.

"Whatnow?",Iakshim.

Herunshishandthroughhishairandshrugs.

"Nooneshouldeverknowaboutthis.Especially

Amahle.We'restillfriendsthou.",hesaysandleaves.

Ilookdownatthewaterandateardrops.Stupid!

Stupid!Hedoesn'tseeyouthatway!Ibathandfinish

up.Ineedtogethome.Idressupandwhenhe

comesbackhegivesmetwopainkillers.

"Mom isdownstairs.MyunclesandDadareontheir



wayback.I'llaskthedrivertotakeyouandSanele

home.Sanelesaysheisgoingstraighttohisplace.

I'llbringthemorningaftersatyourplace.Ijustneed

totakeaquickshower.",hesaysandkissesmyas

usualwhenhesaysgoodbye.

Ijusttakemyjacketandbagandleave.Idon'tfind

hismom soIhurryoutandthepainbetweenmy

thighsremindsmeofwhathadjusthappened.Ilook

outsidethewindowthewholerideandSanelejust

holdsmyhandtillwedrophim off.Assoonashe

getsoffIstartcrying.Thedriverlooksatmethrough

therearmirror.Iwanttobeinmyroom andcryin

peace.Asifhereadsmymindheincreaseshis

speed.
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KUHLEKONKE

"Nkosinathiisstillpissedatus.Heisbrokeashell.",

Bhekikhaya

"Aslongasy'allpaidthedamages.Amandahas

beensulkingtoo

",Itellhim.

"Kids.They'regettinglaid.",Bhekikhayasays

climbingontopofme.

"NowI'm gettinglaid.",Isaykissinghim.

I'm justinhisT-shirtsohealreadyhashishand

downthere.Heisrubbingonmyclitandhis

fingeringmeatthesametime.Ihelphim outofhis

sweatpantsandhepullstheT-shirtovermyhead.

"Noforeplay.",Itellhim andhenods.

Herubshimselfonmebeforeslammingintomeand

Ialreadyknowit'sgoingtoberough.Heputsa

cushionundermeallowinghim deeppenetration.I

am makingnoisewithallmymoansbutwe'reathis

placesoIcanscream asloudasIwant.Heleads



myhandbetweenusandIrubmyself.Igrabthe

sheetsashepushesdeeper.Icum ashepinchesmy

nipple.Heputsmylegstogetherandmakesmehold

them onmyleftandheenters.Sexwithhim is

alwaysenticing.Heknowshowtofulfillmyevery

need.Itslikehewascreatedspeciallyforme.

TSHEGOFATSO

"OkayIhaveaplan.Itspettybutifitmakesyoufeel

betterthanokay.",Khulekanisayssittingup.

Ijustshrugandhetakesmyphone.

"Password?",heasks.

"0410.",Ithehim sittingup.

"Okay.",hesaysplacingmyphoneonmystudytable.

Heputsmycameraontimerandvideo.

"What'sthatfor?",Iaskconfused.

"We'regoingtopretendwe'redating.You'regoingto

postitonInstaandtagme.Hisgoingtoseeyou

movedon.Pluswelookgreattogether.",hesays



smilingatme.

"You'resostupid.Whosaidthat'llwork?Hewon't

evencare.",Itellhim.

"Butyoudo.Comesitontopofme.",hesayspulling

myarm.

"No!That'stoopetty.Itsnotevenreal.Ican'tgive

peopleanimpressionI'm inarelationshipwhenI'm

notinone.I'llbesinglecauseeveryonewillthink

we'redating.",Itellhim.

"Thanlet'smakeitreal.",hesayslookingmeinthe

eyes.

"Areyoushootingyourshot?",Iasklaughing.

"Well...Yeah.Ireallylikeyouanditsbeenmonths.I

knowitswrongbutI'm happythathecheated.He

madethingseasierforme.AndIthinkIloveyou.",he

saidandInoticehiseyesshimmer.

Hebetternotcryonme.Ismileandonetearfalls

andIhughim.

"Ihatedbeingclosetoyouandnotbeingabletotell

youhowIfelt.It'sthemostpainfultortureI'veever



beenthrough.",hesaysandIwipehistears.

"Stopcrying.You'regoingtomakemecry.",Itellhim

asIgetemotional.

"Sorry.",heapologises.

"Don't.Iunderstand.",Itellhim.

"Inallthesemonthswe'vebeenfriends.Doyouthink

ofgivingmeachance?Byanychancedidyoucatch

feelings?IfnotI'llunderstandan-",Khule

Icuthim offwithakissandheresponds.Who

wouldn'tcatchfeelings?Hewasagoodfriend.I

thoughthedidn'tlikemecausehedidn'tshowany

signs.

NOXOLO

Iam atthebakery,bakingandhelpingtheother

bakers.IgotboredathomesinceSaneleisvisiting

hisnewfriendLangalami.Ilookatthecakeand

smile.Perfect.

"Nox.Someoneisaskingforyouatthefront.",Pinky



"I'llbetheresthandwa.",Isaywipingmyhands.

IfindNdabenkhulubythecounterandhesmiles

whenheseesme.Theladiesaregivinghim looks

andthejealousyinsidemeisbrewing.

"Hey.",Igreetsmiling.

"Hey.YouthefirstpersonIknowthatmakesaBaker

uniform looksogood.",hesays.

SeewhyIlikethisguy?Hisalwayscomplimenting

me.

"Thankyou.Let'sgotomyoffice.",Isaysmiling.

Igrabhisfavouritechocolatemuffinsandhefollows

behindme.Heopensthedoorformeandwesit

downonmyofficecouch.

"Hereyougo.",Ihandhim hismuffins.

"Thanks.",hesmiles.

"Iknowyoucameforthose.",Isaychuckling.

"Yeahandyou.Ihaven'tseenyouinawhile.",

Ndabenkhulu.

"Iknow.I'm alwaysbusy.I'm openingnewbranches



andI'vemadeanameformyself.Mycakesarethe

talkoftown.",Isayandhesmiles.

"Iaskedmypoeticbrothertohellwritemeapoem

andheendedupmakingitsexual.Iwouldgiveitto

youbutitsinappropriate.",hesaysscratchinghis

beardwithhiscarkeys.

"Youjustuptight.Showme.",Isayinchingcloserto

him.

"Ifyouinsist.",hesaystakinghisphoneout.

"Iheardyou'reaBaker.

Thechocolatebiscuitwithstrawberrycream isthe

talkoftown.

Onlyafewhavehadthechancetoeatit.

Iknowitain'tforsaleeither.

Withthemosthumblestvoice

CanItakeabite?

I'llbegentle.

I'dpartitandlickthestrawberrycream.



Closeitanddipitinmilk.

I'lltakeanipatit

Ifthetasteitenticing

ThanI'lldevourit.

SoMsBaker

CanIhavethatbiscuitnow?

Don'ttellmeitsoutofstock.

Icanseeitthroughyourtights.

Lookingdeliciousbetweenyourthighs.

Sonowdoyoumind?

Itsjustalittlebite.",hereadsoutandlaughs.

"Thatissomesexualcreativity.",Isaylaughing.

"Mybrothersarecrazy.",hesaysputtinghisphone

away.

"No.Youarejustuptight.Ican'tbelieveyouasked

helpwritingapoem.Forme."

"Uh...Iam notreallygoodwithwords.I'm moreofan

actionsguy.",hesayslookingaround.



"That'ssosweet.Howaboutdinneratmyplace?",I

asknervously.

"Yeah.I'm tiredofmyowncooking."

"Youcancook?",Iasksurprised.

"Yeah.Thebest.Iownrestaurantssoitsamust.",he

saysshrugging.

"Let'smakeadeal.Ibakeforyouonceamonthand

youCookformetwiceamonth.",Itellhim.

"Whyareyourobbingme?50/50.",hesays.

"ButIcanbakeacakebigenoughtolastyoua

week."

"AndIcancookenoughtolastyouaweektoo.",he

shootsback.

"Okay.Ibaketwotimesamonth.Youcooktwo

timesamonth.",Isayhandinghim myhand.

"Deal.",hepullsmyhandandhugsme.

Thisissocomfortable.Wepullbackandheeatshis

muffins.HefeedsmeapieceandIsmileandopen

mymouth.Heremovesalonepiecefrom thecorner



ofmymouthandhelicksitoffhisthumb.Wecarry

oneatingandlaughing.

UNYEZI

DadhasNkanyeziinhisarmsandheisaproud

grandfather.

"Helookslikehisfather.",hesayssmilingat

Nkanyezi.

"Itslikehisnotevenmine.ItsunfaircauseIcarried

him forninemonths.",Isulk.

"SorryMkamibutmygenesarestronger.",Langa

comesin.

"Hey.You'reback.",Ikisshischeek.

"Yeah.Where'retheboys?",Langa

"LangaiswithSanelebythepool.Nkosinathiisstill

sulking.",Isayandhenods.

"Baba.Ngiyathembaunethezekileekhaya."(Ihope

youcomfortableathome.),hesaystoDad.

Idecidetoleavethem andgocheckonNathi.His



beeninthatroom forweeksnow.Iknockonhis

door.

"Nathi.Open.",Iknockharder.

HeopensthedoorandheleavesmethereandI

followhim.Isitonhiscouchandhefacesmewhile

sittingonthebed.Hisgrowingupandthatscares

me.NextitwillbeLangaandthenNkanyezi.

"HaveyoutalkedtoAmanda?",Iaskaftersilence.

"Yeah.",heresponds.

"And?"

"Shejustapologizedforseducingmeandmaking

melose3monthsworthallowance.Shesaidshe'll

givemehalfofherallowance.Morelikeforcedme

toacceptit.",hesays.

"HaveyoutalkedtoAmahle?"

"Sheisgoingtoboardingschool.Herparentstold

hertodumpme.She'sblockedme.",hesaysrubbing

hisface.

"Areyouokaythou?"



"Yeah.Ijust...I'm processingeverything.",heshrugs.

"Whydidn'tyouuseprotection?",Iask.

"Itwasaspurofthemoment.Iwasn'tthinking

straight.Iboughthermorningafterpills.",Nathi

"Youdoknowthatthey'renot100%efficientright?",I

askhim andhesighs.

"IknowandI'm prayingitdoesn'tgettoherbeing

pregnant.",Nathi.

"Learnfrom this.",Itellhim.

Henodsandlaysonhisbed.Thisisreallystressing

him out.

"Well.YourDadisdrivingmeandBabatomom's

graveinKwaMakhutha.We'llcomebacktomorrow

late.Takecareofyourbrother.IaskedThandoto

comeandsleepwithya'll.",Ikisshisforehead.

"Mom!",hewhines.

"Bye.",Isaylaughing.

Iclosehisdoorandheaddowntothepool.Langais

goingtothrowafitaboutmeleaving.Thatkid



alwayswantsmearoundhim.IdotoobutIhave

duties.

THANDOLWETHU

IjustgotmybellypiercingwhenDadcallsmeforthe

100thtime.

"Dad."

"Ndodakazi.Youalright?",heasks.

"Dad.Youcalledme30minutesago.I'm stillfine."

"I'm justcheckinguponyou.",Dad

"IknowyouworriedbutI'm fine.Abobhutitaketurns

onremindingmetotakemypills.Wejustworried

aboutyou."

"Worriedaboutme?I'm fineactuallyI'm great.",Ican

tellhissmiling.

"Dad?BhutiKhulekanisaysyouhaveagirlfriend.Do

you?",Ifinallyask.

"Khulekaniisforwardmahn.I'lltelly'all.Dinner?At

myhouse.Saturday?",Dad.



"Cool.I'lltelltheothers."

Webidourgoodbyesandendthecall.Idrivedown

toMerebank.IlookattheaddressagainandIwait.

Hecomesoutdressedintracksuitsandstarts

jogging.Rightontime.Istarttherentalcaranddrive

towardsinspeed.Hedodgesoutofthewayand

fallsonthepavement.Idrivepasthim andsendhim

amessage.

"NexttimeI'lldriveoveryou.Xoxo."

Sthembisoisabouttoregretmeetingme.Idrivethe

carbacktothecompanyandgetintomine.I'm

babysittingfortheweekend.IdrivetoYellowWood.I

missedspendingtimewithmynephews.Amessage

from Ndabenkhulucomesthrough.

"Drinkyourpills.Iloveyou."

Ismileandparkonthesideoftheroadanddown

mypillswithbottledwater.I'm gladourrelationship

isimproving.
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UNYEZI

We'vebeenhereallnightonourkneessipahla.

Mom'ssoulhasleftthetreeandwe'reheretoask

hertoshowusthewaybacktomymaternalhome.

SheisholdingbackandI'vebeenbeggingthewhole

night.Iaddincenseandlightitandsprinklesnuff.All

IknowishersurnameisMadalaneandthatshe's

from Mpumalanga.EvenLangacouldn'ttrackher

pastmovements.IgruntasIfeelherfullpresence

aroundme.Istartfeelingrejected.Herfamily

disownedher.Aheavyfeelingoffearconsumesthat

itleavesabittertasteinmymouth.She'sscaredof

herfamily'sreactionaboutme.

"Mama.Showustheway.Leavetheresttome."

Istandupasthecandlesswitchoffandtheincense

too.IlookatDadandshrug.

"Shedeclines.Ithinkthere'smoretoherbeing

disowned.Langapleasekeepontrying.Weneedto

findaBnBnearby.Seemslikewe'llbeherefor

anotherday.",Itellthem yawning.



"Sthandwasami.Let'sgogetyousomerest.We'll

checkonthekidsassoonasyouwakeup.",Langa

saysdustingmyknees.

"Mkhonyanauqinisilendodakazi."(Son-in-lawisright

mydaughter.),Dadsayswalkingaheadofus.

Heisangryatmomsselfishnessbutheneedsto

understandthatgoingbacktomomsplaceofbirth

we'llbeunpackinghersecrets.Igetintothecarand

Langaholdsmyhand.

"Everything'swillbefine.",hesayskissingit.

"Ihopeso.",Isayclosingmyeyes.

IreallydocauseIwanttofinisheverythingsoIcan

finallybewithmyfamily.Mom isdelayingme.Alot

hastobedonebeforeIleaveforSwaziland.

THANDOLWETHU

Nkanyeziissuchapeacefulchild.Unyezilefthim

somebreastmilksohedoesn'thavemuchtocry

about.Iputhim inhiscotashefallsasleepafterhis

birth.IwouldlikekidsofmyownbutwithSthenot



wantingmeI'llneverhavethat.Iwalkoutofhis

room leavingthedoorhalfclosed.Ihavethebaby

monitorinmyhand.LangaiswatchingIgnition

Channel.Thiskidandcars.Ikisshischeeksitting

nexttohim.

"HasNkosinathicomedownforbreakfast?",Iask

him.

"Yeah.Hetookhisplateandlefttoeatinhisroom.",

hesayswithhiseyesstillontheTVscreen.

IhaveathingforcarsbutitsnotasdeepasLangas.

I'm thinkingofpurchasingaBMW X7withacustom

interior.AMercedesBenzBarabustoowoulddo.I

lovebigcars.MyphoneringsanditsBhekikhaya.

"Bhuti.",Ianswer.

"Thando.Haveyoubeentakingyourpills?",heasks.

"YeahandKhulekaniremindedmethismorning.",I

answerconfused

"Itsclearthey'renotworking.Whyareyoustalkinga

SthembisoMthethwa?Tothepointyoualmostran

him withoverandsenthim threateningmessages.",



Bhekikhaya.

"Wehaveunresolvedissues.",Isaystandingup.

"Whichare?",heasks.

"Hecalledmeahoodrat.Andtheremightbea

possibilitythathismydestined.",Itellhim sighing.

"Soyouthinkthreateninghim willchangehisview

aboutyou?Lethim be.",Bhekikhaya

"Itsnoteasy.You'rehaveyours.Minedoesn'twant

me.Youwon'tunderstand.",Iam gettingaheadache.

"Youright.Butthatdoesn'tmeanyouhavetoactso

childish.Focusonyourselffirst.Youhaveduties.

Dadwantsyourplanonyourbusiness.Submitit

insteadofchasinggolddiggers.",heendsthecall.

Sotheyhavetabsonme.IsighasIthinkhiswords

through.Mybusinessplanisready.Ihadtimeto

draftitwhileatthatasylum.Ijustneedtosubmit

andpitch.We'rerichbutDadneverspoiledus.

Educationisalsoaveryimportantthinginourfamily.

Ineedtomakesuremypitchgoeswellsohecan

fundmeandIcanbuildmypsychiatrichospitals.Ifit



doesn'tgowellIhavetogobacktoschool.Letme

getstartedonlunch.IcheckonNkanyeziandhis

stillsleeping.

TSHEGOFATSO

Ikeeponwatchingthevideofrom yesterdayand

smiling.IfanyonetoldmethatmeandTshepo

wouldendIwould'velaughedontheirface.Istill

can'tbelievedKhulekanicried.Histextcomes

throughasI'm watchingthevideoforthemillionth

time.WhenI'm abouttoreplyhisvideocallcomes

through.Heiswearingaduragandhelookssosexy.

"Hey.",Igreetsmiling.

"Muntuwami.",hisgrinningandhisdimplesareso

cute.

Ismileathim andlaybackonthebed.

"CanItakeyououtforlunchtoday?",Khulekani.

"Youalwaystakingmeoutforlunch.NowonderI've

gainedsomuchweight."

"Okaylet'schangeit.I'llaskmyChefbrothertocook



histribeanddumplingmealandwe'llhaveitatmy

house.Netflixandchill.",Khulekani

"MyNetflixandChillprobablydifferentfrom yours.",I

chuckle.

"What'syourdefinitionofNetflixandChill?",heasks.

"Oratadilo.Sowhattime?",Ichangethetopic.

"AboSeho.Around13h00.I'llfetchyou.",Khulekani.

"Okay.Seeyouthen.",Idropthecallsmiling.

Itfeelssogoodactuallybeingwithsomeoneyou

havefeelingsfor.Itfeelssogoodtochoose

someonebymyselfandnotfeelinglikeIneedDad's

approval.Speakingofthatassholehedisownedme

andattheendofthisyearIhavetofindawaytopay

formyschoolfees.HeblamesmethatTshepo

cheatedasifIsenthim.HisjustbitterTshepos

fathertookbackhisvoteforhim tobeaminister.

Hisdrivenbypowerandhethinksjustcausehegave

hissperm I'm hispossession.Theworstthingishe

hasmom inhishandandsheishispuppet.Always

followinghiseveryorderandenduringtheabuse,the

mistressesandthepublichumiliation.Evenmy



grandmotherhasgivenuptryingtobringher

daughterhomebutheysperm alwaysbeenthicker

thanblood.Ihavetocallmygrandmotherbutfor

nowwhatam IevengoingtowearforourNetflixand

chill.Somethingsexyandcomfortablethatalso

leavesmuchtoimagination.Whoknows?MaybeI'd

getlaid.

NOXOLO

"Soyou'rethefirstborn?",Iaskashestirshispot.

Weendedupagreeingtohavingbreakfastathis

placetoday.AndI'm stillawedbyhishouse.

"Yeah.Bhekikhayaafterme.ThanitsLangalakhelihle.

Khulekani.Thantheonlygirl.Thandolwethu.",he

turnsbackhisattentiontome.

"Thatsalotofy'all.Ican'timaginegivingbirthso

manytimes.I'ddie."

"WellIcan'tpromisetonothaveyouinthelabour

wardeverythreeyears.",hesaysshrugging.

Ilaughandhechuckles.Itsnicetoseehim letting



looseabit.

"ShouldIdishupforyoubeforeKhulekanicomes

andtakeshistribeanddumplings?",heasklooking

atmeintently.

I'm usedtohiseyesnow.Ievenstoppedasking

aboutit.

"Pleasedo.",Isaysittingonthecounterandflinging

mylegs.

"Imadesomecustardyesterday.Helpyourself.",he

pointstothefridge.

"Areyoutryingtomakemefat?I'vebeeneating

sinceIgothere.",Isayheadingtothefridge.

"Yetyou'restilleating.",helaughsatme.

"Ienjoyfoodokay.HowdoyouthinkIhavethis

booty?",Iclimbonthecounteragain.

"Whatbooty?",heactstobelookingaroundandI

laugh.

"Please.YouknowexactlywhatI'm talkingabout.",I

pushhisshoulderlaughing.



"Hereyougo.",hehandsmeabowloftribe.

"Thankyou.Thissmellsgreat.",Isaytakinga

spoonfulintomymouth.

Imoanatthedevinetastewithmyeyesclosed.This

isgreat.Delicious.NothinglikeI'veevertasted

before.

"I'm goingtohireyou.Ineedachef.Mykitchen

needsone.",Isayopeningmyeyes.

Hisleaningonthesinkandlookingatme.

"I'm agreatchef.I'm sureI'dtakecareofyour

kitchenverywell.",andhissentenceisembiquette

judgingbythelookinhiseyes.Slick.

"Ihopeyoudon'tdisappointcauseIlovegoodfood.I

likebeingfedwell.",Igowiththeflow.

"Isuredoservesomegoodfood.",hesaysnearing

me.

Hegrabsapiecefrom thebowlandputsitinhis

mouth.Heputsthebowlinthesinkbehindhim and

getsinbetweenmythighs.Hebetterkissmecause

ifhedoesn'tinthenextminuteI'llgoallHOEonhim.



Herunshishandsonmythighsandpullsmealittle

bitclosertohim.Thisisafirst.Theonlytouchingwe

didishugsandthepalm onmylowerbackwhenwe

enterarestaurant.

"I'm amanofprincipleandrespect.I'm whatyoucall

oldschoolwithatingeofmodernity.",heinches

closerandourgroinsaretouching.

Hebettersaywhathewantstosay'fastquick'cause

thisclosenesshasmethrobbingdownthere.

"Bengisacelaukuthiubewumkami."(Pleasebemy

wife.),Ndabenkhulu.

Iwidenmyeyesandstutter.What?!Hejumpedfrom

friendstowife.

"Uh.Ndabenkhulu.That's...Wow...Huge.",Ican't

evenform asensiblesentencerightnow.

"I'm notgrowinganyyoungerasyoucanseethe

whitehairsurfacing.Ican'tbehavingagirlfriend

whenI'm abouttoturn30.Thatjustdoesn'tsound

right.Iwanttomakeyoumywifeandwe'vegotten

toknoweachotherreallywell.",herestshiselbows

lightlyonmythighsandlooksatme.



"Marriageisabigstep.Wehaven'tevenhadsex

yet.",Isaylookingaway.

"Wecanhavesexifyouwantto.",hesaysmaking

somerealdeepeyecontact.

"Ididn'tmeanitlikethat.",Imeantitlikethatbuthey.

"Thanwhatdidyoumean?",heasksinchingcloser

tomyneck.

"Uh...I...Justthat...Its...Uh...",IclearmythroatasI

feelhiswarm breathmakethehairsonmyneck

stand.

"IaskedaquestionNoxolo.",henipsmyneckandI

moanandclenchmythighsaroundhim.

Hefoundoneofmyweakspots.

"Answerme.",hishandssqueezemythighs.

Ipullhisfaceandkisshim.Sometimesifyouwant

somethingdoneyouhavetodoityourself.Hishand

goesundermyshirtandherunshishandinthe

middleofmybackandIshiver.Heunclipsmybra

andhelpsmeoutofit.Hishandthangrabsmyboob

whilehisthumbrubsmynipple.Hisotherhands



unbottonsandunzipsmyjeans.Ilikewherethisis

going.Thehoeinmeisyodelling.

"Room?",heaskskissingmyneck.

"No.Righthere.",Iuntiehissweatpants.

"Finebyme.",Ndabenkhulu.

Isneakmyhandinsidehispantsandmylittlehand

can'tevenholdhim fullyin.Imassagehisballsand

hegroans.[REMOVED]

KUHLEKONKE

"Thatshoulddoit.Toldyounottopulltoohardon

thehandcuffs.",Bhekikhayasaysextractinghishand.

Ianalysemywristsandthey'rered.Theointmenthe

justboughthelpssoothetheitchiness.Hestarts

drivingwhistling.

"Inevergottothankyouforgivingmeachanceto

bemyownperson.I'm renovatingathomeandcan

finallytakeAmandatothatBoardingSchoolFor

ChefsinCapeTownshealwayswantedwithout

stressingaboutourinheritancemoneyrunningout.",I



saykissinghim attheredlight.

"I'm gladyouuseditwell.You'retakingAmandato

boardingschool?",heaskslookingatmebefore

focusingontheroad.

"Yeah.Sheinsisted.Shealwayswantedtoattend

there.",Isaytakinghisphone.

"ManNkosinathiisgonnaloseit.",Bhekikhaya

"Itslife.IthinkAmandaisalsorunningawayfrom

him."

HenodsandItakepictureswithhisphone.

"Hey.Includemeinthepictures.",hesaysparking

outsidemyhouse.

"Khaya.",Isaymovingthephone.

Igivehim hisphonebackandwekiss.

"GreetAmandaandSaneleforme.Ihaveameeting

inanhour.I'llseethem after.",hesayskissingmy

forehead.

"Suitslooksgoodonyou.Sexier.",Iclosethedoor

andblowhim akiss.



Ifindthekidswatchingamovieeatingpopcorn.

"Hey.Noxain'tbackyet?",Iasksittinginbetween

them.

"Nope.",theygetbacktowatchingTV.

I'm reallytiredsinceIdidn'tsleepmuchwithmyZulu

ChristianGreyhavingmecryingwithorgasms.Istill

havetofindapresentforhim.Hisbirthdayisina

weekandIam giftsearching.Beinginloveisthe

mostgreatestthingeverespeciallyofyou'reinlove

withsomeonewhofeel'sthesameway.
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LANGALAKHE

Ilookatherdressedinhersangomaclothsasshe

kneelsinfrontofhermothersgrave.Sheisclapping

andgruntingwhiletheincensesmokeraisingupto

thesky.Iseehersmileandstandsupdustingher

kneesandwalkstowardsus.

"Sheagreed.",shesayshuggingme.

"Kuhlendodakazi.",herfathersayssmiling.

"Shesaysshe'sgoingtoshowmetheway.Let'sgo

homefirstandwe'llleaveintwodays.",shesays

puttingherancestralbagoverhershoulder.

WegetinthecarandIdriveoutofthecemetery.I'm

gladshe'sgettingsomewherewithherjourney.

"Imissedmykids.LetmecallThando.",Unyezi

"I'm gladwe'regoinghome.",Isaysmilingather.

Herfatherisasleepinthebackseat.Hemustbe

tired.We'vebeenwakingupdawn.

"Iam soexhausted.Wannadrive?",Iaskher.



"Okay.We'lltaketurnsalongtheway.",Unyezi.

Istoponthesideoftheroadandweexchangeseats.

Shepecksmylipsandstartsthecar.Iregretthe

decisionofmakingherdrivewhensheboltsonthe

road.Iforgotthisonethinksshe'sinaracecourse.

"Unyezi.Ufunaukusibhodisa?"(Youwanttokillus?),I

askmakingsuremyseatbeltissecure.

"Langa.Lala."(Sleep.),shesayssteppingonthegas.

Isighindefeatandlowermyseat.Ilookather

beforeclosingmyeyes.Ifallinlovewithher

everyday.She'sstillthecenterofmyuniverse.I'm

happytobewithheronherspiritualjourney.Iputmy

handonherthighandfallasleep.

KHULEKANI

TshegoislaughingatmeasItellherwhatIjust

wentthrough.

"IhavebadluckIswear.",Isaydrinkingm beer.

"Soyoujusttookthepots?Khulekanino!",Tshego

laughsagain.



"ThisisnotfunnySeho.Therewereclothesonthe

barstoolsthissideI'm surroundedbymoaning.I

grabbedwhatIcameforandran.",Itellher.

"Ifitsnotyourfatheritsyourbrother?Wow!You

needtobecleansed.",Tshego

"Honestly."

We'resittingonthecouchfullwatchingsome

romcom onNetflixTshegochose.She'slyingon

chestandplayingwithfingers.Thereissomeheavy

kissinginthismovieandIkeeponlookingatherlips.

"I'm coming.",Isaystandingup.

"Okay.",shehasherfocusonthemovie.

Ilightmycigaretteandsmokewhiletakingoutsome

snacks.Wherearemychocolatebiscuits?Ah.ha

thereyouare.Iputoutthecigaretteandtakeoffmy

shirtcauseitsmellsoftobaccoandTshegohas

sinuses.IcarryeverythingtotheTVroom.I'm

thinkingofhavingacinemainstalledinmyhouse.

"Snacksmalady.",Isayputtingeverythingdown.

Shegrabsapacketandlooksupatme.Hereyes



startanalysingmeandsheclearsherthroat.

"Nicetattoos.",shesayslookingatmyv-line.

"Niceneh?",Iaskfoldingmyarmssmirking.

"Verynice.",hereyeseyemytrunkandIlaugh.

"Okay.Stopundressingme.",Isaysittingnexttoher.

Shesucksherteethandpushesmebutendsup

keepingherhandonmychest.Shetracesitdownto

myabsandIholdherhandwhenitgoeslower.

"Ookay.",Isaytakingherhandaway.

Shelooksatmewithherlowerlipstuckoutwhile

blinking.

"Whatdoyouwant?",Iaskeyeingher.

"YouknowwhatIwant.",Tshego

"NoIdon't."

"ShouldIshowyouwhatIwant?",sheasks

seductively.

"Ifyoumay.",Isaylayingbackonthecouch.

Sheclimbsontopofmeandherleatherskirtgoes



higherexposingcreamythighs.Shekisseswhileher

handsrubonme.Agroanescapesmylipsasshe

squeezesmydickthroughmysweatpants.

"Shit!Sehowait.",Isaypullingback.

SheretreatsandIrubmyface.Thiswomaniskilling

me.WhileI'm tryingtogetmythoughtsincheckshe

grindsonmeandIgroan.Ichangeourpositionand

layonthecouch.She'swearinganoversizedtee

withoutabraandIuntuckitpullingitoverherhead.I

takeonenippleinmymouthandletitpopout.

"Ifyoudon'ttellmetostopnowIdoubtIwill.",Itell

herunzippingherskirt.

"Don'tstop.",shesaysliftingupherlegsasIpullher

skirtdown.

IlookatherandIlovethestretchmarksontheside

ofherbumsandthighs.Shehasreallynicethighs

andlegs.Thisneedsaphoto.Ipulloutmyphotoand

shehidesherfaceasIcapturethisbeauty.

"Khulebathong.",shesayslaughing.

Igetinbetweenherthighsandtracelovebitesina



straightlinefrom herchesttillhertorso.Shehasa

lacethongon.Itwistitinmyfingershardenoughfor

ittotearinhalf.

"Khulekani!",sheexclaims.

Isnapitagainanditfallsofffrom herbody.She

sighsindefeat.Irunmyfingerdownhervaginaand

she'swet.

"Mmmmh.",shemoansinpleasure.

ShepushesmyheadinasInipatherclit.Shetastes

amazing.Herthighsshakeandshepushesmein

deeperwhileshethrushesaround.Ilickherclean

andshelooksatmeandhercheeksarepink.

"Wait.I'llbeback.",Isaystandingupandrun

upstairs.Itakeoutsomecondomsandrunback

downstairs.ShehascondomsinherhandandI

laugh.

"Youwerepreparedneh?",Iaskhergettingbetween

herthighs.

"Always.",shesaystearingitwithherteeth.

SherollsitonmymanhoodandIfounditsosexy.



ShegrabsitandinsertsitherselfandIgroanatthe

warmness.Manshe'stight.Shewrapsherlegs

aroundmeandmovesherwaistinsyncwithmine.

She'sperfect.Active.Tightandwarm.

NKOSINATHI

I'm checkingAmandasstatus.Shepostedan

AcceptionlettertosomeBoardingSchoolinCape

Town.Icallherandsheanswersafterafewrings.

"Hey.",hervoicechimes.

"Amanda.",Iam pissed.

"What'swrongbro?",sheasksworrylacedinher

voice.

"You'rechangingschools?CapeTown?Andyou

didnteventellme?",thedistasteinmyvoiceclear.

"Iwasgoingtotellyou."

"When?"

"HayiNkosinathikantiyini?"(What'swrong?),she

asksannoyed.



"Canyoucomeover?Weneedtotalk.",Isaysitting

up.

"I'm busy.",sheliestome.

"Bereadyin45minutes.",Isaydroppingthecall.

Ithoughtwewerefriendsandtheleastshecoulddo

wastellmeshe'sleaving.Iwearajacketwhile

shirtlessandrundownstairs.

"Aunty.",Isaykissinghercheek.

IkissNkanyezischeekandhelaughs.

"Yourmom andDadarecomingback.",shesays

handingmeasandwich.

"Okay.I'llbeoutforawhile.",Itakeabiteofthe

sandwich.

Irunbacktomyroom andtakeuncleKhulekanisold

apartmentkeys.ItsminenowbutIcanonlymove

outwhenI'm 18.IaskthedrivertodrivetoAmandas

place.

ItextherthatI'm outsideandsheblueticksme.

"I'llknockifyoudon'tcomeout.",Itexther.



Iseeheropenthegateandapproachesthecar.I

openthedoorfrom theinsideandshejumpsin.

"ReallyNkosinathi?",sheaskspissed.

"Weneedtotalk.You'vebeenavoidingme.Ihadto.",

Isaysmiling.

Sheclickshertongueandfoldsherarms.Itellthe

drivertotakeustotheapartmentandshegivesme

thestinkeye.Itsasilentrideinthecarwithheron

thephone.Wegetoutandclimbthestairstillwe

reachthedoor.IonlycomeherewhenIneedsome

timealone.LangaisalwayswithPlutoorSanele.I

justcomeheretogethighandplayvideogames.I

lightajointwhilethrowingmyselfonthebed.Itsa

bachelorapartmentsoeverythingisnear.Amanda

sitsonthecouchandfoldherfeet.She'sreally

beautifulandtherealestfriendI'veeverhad.Shehas

dreamsandgoals.

"Comesithere.",Isaypattingthespacenexttome.

"No.Whatdidyouwantustotalkabout?"

"Whyareyourunningaway?"



"WhosaidI'm runningaway?From what?",sheasks

throwingherhandsintheair.

"From me.GoingtoCapeTownwon'treversewhat

happenedbetweenus.",Isaysittingup.

"NoteverythingisaboutyouNkosinathi!",sheraises

hervoice.

"UngangibangeliumsindominaAmanda.

Ngikhulumakahlenawewenaungikhuphulelaizi.

Ngazongidinawena."(Don'tmakenoise.Im talking

nicelytoyouandyou'reraisingyourvoice.Dont

annoyme.),Isayputtingthejointout.

Ihatenoiseanditagitatesmewhensomeoneraises

theirvoiceatmeandsheknowsit.

"Nowwhenareyouleaving?",Iaskhercalmly.

"Nextyear.They'rewaitingformyfinalreportandI

canbegivenmyroom numberandthenecessities.",

shesaysplayingwithherfingers.

"I'm goingtomissyou.",Ihonestlysay.

"Metoobutthisisformyfuture.",Amanda

"Comehere.",Iextendmyhand.



Shestandsupandwalkstowardsme.Imoveupand

laybackandshelaysonmychest.I'vehadtimeto

thinkeverythingthroughandIdoloveAmandabut

thereisa40%chanceaftershecomesbackfrom

CapeTownwecanstillclick.

"Didyoutellyoursisterwhereyouweregoing?",Iask

playingwithherhair.

Shenods.

"I'm sureshehatesme."

"Notreally.Sheisnotevenentertainingit.Shetook

metothedoctorlastweekandgotmeon

contraceptives.Itwassoembarrassing.",shesays

coveringherface.

"Yoursisteriscrazybutcool."

"She'sworsewhenshe'swithNoxolo.Psychos.",she

shakesherhead.

"You'veneverbeeninoneroom withmyfamily."

"Familyiscoolthou.",shesayssmiling.

Inodturningusoverandgettinginbetweenher

thighs.



"Nathi."

"Yes?"

Sheshakesherheadandkissesme.I'm gladshe's

wearingadresscauseIalreadyhaveittossed

acrosstheroom.

NDABENKHULU

Ilookatherasshe'sasleep.Hereyesflatteropen

andshesitsupwipinghereyes.

"Hey.",Igreetkissinghershoulder.

"Hey.",sheyawnsout.

"Imadelunch.Shower.Yourclothesareontheline

sopicksomefrom mycloset.There'sanextra

toothbrushinthecabinet."

Shenodsandgetsoutbedstillhalfasleep.Ican't

helplookingatherbuttassheheadstothe

bathroom.Girlisthick.Ichangethesheetsandgo

dishupforus.GuessKhulekanicameandtookhis

foodwithmypotsandI'llnevergetthem back

knowingthatidiot.IremindThandototakeherpills.



We'replanningonaskingheraboutthisSthembiso

Mthethwalatertonight.Theyrejectingmyideaof

killinghim soI'm lettingthem trytosolvethis.

NoxolocomesdowninmyT-shirtandherbirthmark

onherthighisbeautiful.

"Comehere.",Isaypullinghertome.

"I'm sohungry.",shecomplains.

Iliftherupandputheronthecounter.

"Take.",Ihandherplate.

"Thankyou.",shekissesme.

Isitonthebarstoolinfrontofher.

"Givemeyourlefthand.",Isaysearchinginmy

pocket.

SheplacesitinmyhandandIslidethesilver

engagementringwithapinkdiamond.

"Wereyouserious?",sheaskslookingatit.

"Yes.I'm toooldforgames."

"I...WhendidIsayyesagain?",sheaskstouching

thediamond.



"Whenyouwereunderme.",Isaykissingherthigh.

"Iwasn'tagreeing...I...YohNdabe.",shelaughs.

"Im asmartman.Alwaysgetmyway."

"I'm takingahugestepifIagreetothis.",Noxolo.

"Ngiyakuthanda.",Itellhersincerely.

"Namingiyakuthanda.",shesaysgettingemotional.

"Xoloha.a",Iwipehertears.

"I'm sorry.I'm just...Ican'tbelievethis.I'm scared

thou.",shelet'smein.

"Iunderstandthat.Ipromisetoneverliftahandon

you.Iwasraisedwell.PlusI'm nottooldtogeta

whoopingfrom Dad.",Itellherkissinghercheeks.

Sheoncetoldmeaboutherpreviousrelationship

eventhoughIalreadyknewandwasdealingwith

him.

"Stopcrying.Itsokay.",Iembraceher.

Nothingmakesmeasangryasamanthatabusesa

woman.Ifyoufeelyoucan'tcontrolyouremotions

thangetout.Getasmoke.Getsomeair.Comeback



calmerandtalkitout.Noneedtouseyourstrength

tohurther.Itspathetic.
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UNYEZI

'FALLOFTHETHRONE'

WestandoutsidelookingatwhatiscalledtheRoyal

Palace.

"Didyourancestorstellyouaboutthis?",Langaasks

pickinguptheashandquicklylet'sitgo.

"Nothing.Imayhavefeltdetachedwhenwecrossed

theborderbutIdidn'ttakemuchintoit.",Isay

lookingaround.

"Whathappened?Wherearethepeople?",Langa

asks.

"Idon'tknow.Everythingisgone.",Isay.

AlightcatchesmysightandIheadtowardsthe

brightness.It'sacrown.Itouchitanditglows.

Iwakeupheavingandthefeelingofdetachment

makingmegripatmychest.IwhizzasIcoughand

feelasifmyairwayisclosingup.



"Langa!",Icoughout.

Ifallfrom thebedandtearsdripdownontothefloor.

"Unyezi!What'swrong.!",Langashoutspickingme

up.

"Imphepho!",Imoanthroughmypain.

Herunsthroughourhouseandputsmedownonthe

floor.

"Laymeontopofthewhitecloth.",Itellhim asIfeel

myjointsstiffen.

"Laymyheadontheblueandredcloth.",ascream

escapesmydrylipsasIfeelanexcruciatingpain

ripplethroughoutmybody.

"PuttheclothwiththefaceofKingSwationtopof

me.",Iorderhim asmybodyseemstohavelostits

sensation.

HedoesasIsayandIfeelacrucialpainoffiretravel

throughmyveinsandIscream.Langalights

imphephoandmakesmesniffsnuffandIfeelthe

painlessenbutitsstilltherejusttolerable.Ifeel

manypresencesatonceandaheadachemakesme



grunt.

"THETHRONEHASFALLEN!ASHESTOASHES!",

thesewordsarechanted.

They'retooloudandthey'recomingforwardallat

once.Ifeelsomethingdriponmyhand.Iwipemy

noseandcomebackwithblood.Langatrieswalking

towardsmebutIshakemyhead.Ithrowthe

crushedherbfrom myancestralbagandpourit

insidetheseawaterfilledbowl.Whatseemslikea

RoyalYardisonfirewithpeopletorchingitinanger.

I'veseenthisplaceinmydreams.

"No!No!No!Noooooo!",Iscream realisingmyfailure.

Ifailed!IwassocaughtuponmymotherspastI

forgotmyquest.MyheadthrobsasIlayonthe

ground.Theroom goesdarkandIshiverasachill

runsthroughmyspine.Langaisstandingquietlyin

thecorneroblivioustothefigureintheroom.

"Unyezi.Ourthronehasfallen.Burnttotheground.

Goretrievethecrown.Aleaderyou'llbearwill

restorewhat'sfallen.",theglowingfigurekneelsin

frontofmegivingmeaclearlookofherface.



"Gogo?I'm sorry!It'smyfault.",Isaycrying.

Theheadacheismakingmedizzy.

"Whatyou'vebeengiftedwillbetaken.Waitingtobe

giventotheFuture.",shesaysasherhandtouches

myhead.

IfallbackasIfeelempty.No.Theycan'tpunishme

likethis.Theycan'ttakemygift.Thefeelingof

anothersoulwithinmeisabsent.

"No.",Isayfaintly.

Langapicksmeupandwipesmynosebeforetaking

metoourroom.Ifeellikeapartofmeismissing.I

clawatmychestscreaming.

KUHLEKONKE

IvomitagainandlaymyheadagainstthewallasI

sitonthebathroom floor.Itsabout09h00am andI

feellikedeath.Istandupandflush.Ibrushmyteeth

andlookatmyselfinthemirror.Myeyesareswollen

andmycheeksarepink.Iwashmyfaceandgoto

thekitchenwhileonmyphone.Bhekikhayasvideo



callcomesthrough.Iclickmytongueandrejectit.I

openthefridgeandIstartcrying.Isthiswhatmylife

willbe?Wakingupearlypukingandfeelinglikehell?

IhateBhekikhaya!Itakelastnightsleftoversand

warm them.Iwalkbacktomyroom eating.The

pregnancytestonthebedsidecatchesmyattention

andIcryagain.I'vebeensuspectingthatImaybe

pregnantsinceImissedanappointmentandI've

beendoingitrawwithBhekikhaya.Itcameout

PositiveandI'vebeenavoidinghim since.Iordered

Amandatonotlethim in.Ieatbutitdoesn'tseem to

godownandIstartcrying.Hecallsagain.Leaveme

alone!IcrytillIfallasleep.

NOXOLO

I'vebeentryingtocallKuhleandshe'snotanswering

anyone'scalls.Itryagainanditringsunanswered

again.I'llpassbyherplacewhenIknockoff.Ilook

atmylefthandandsmile.Manymightsayitstoo

soonbutitfeelsright.Tshegohasanewmanand

sheisgivingmethe"itstooearlytogopublic."

excuse.ShewashappyformeandIwishKuhlecan



answermycallssoIcansharethiswithher.

"NoSne.Iceitthancoveritwithmould.",Isay.

"Okay.",shesaysnervously.

She'snewandshe'ssuchasoftie.Igotomyoffice

andfindmom there.Ihugherbeforesittingdown.I

toldherabouttheengagementandshedidn'teven

judgemewhenItoldherwewentfrom friendsto

fiances.

"Mybaby.",shesmiles.

"Youlookbeautiful.",Isaynoticinghernewfacelift.

"Itsexpensivetrustme.",shesaysflickingherweave.

"Isee.",Isaythankeepquiet.

We'renotclose.Mom iswhatyoucallaMILF.She's

beenmarried5timesalreadyandiscurrently

marriedtothisguyfrom England.Itseemsgenuine

butyouneverknowwithmom.ShedivorcedDad

andmarriedAguerosomerichNigerianguyandI

stayedwithDadwholaterdiedandtofindouthe

wasindebt.Ihadlostcontactwithmymom asshe

wasonhusbandno.3andIstartedworkingatthe



StripClubtofinishmystudies.ThatswhereImet

Kuhle.WefoundeachotherrecentlywhenIbakeda

cakeforher4thhusbandsdaughter.Shejustgot

marriedafter5yearsofmarriage.Sheprobablyhas

done13surgeries.Shehasimplantsandtheworks.

ShebelievesinDollyPartonsoldwords"Surgeons

werenotmadesotheycanstarve.".

"Sohaveyoustartedwiththeweddingpreparations?

Iresearchedyourmanandyoutookaftermedarling.

Heisfilthyrich.RicherthananymanI'veeverbeen

with.",shesaysfanningherselfwiththoseChinese

fans.

"Yeah.Hisrich.Idon'tknowwheretostart.I'venever

beenmarriedbefore.",Isayshrugging.

"I'vehadmyfairshareofweddingsandIam hereto

help.",shesayspullingoutmagazinesfrom her

Guccihandbag.

"Thankyou.",Isaygrabbingone.

"Whatkindofdressdoyouprefer?",sheasks

pointingatacolumnofbeautifuldresses.

I'm gladshe'shereformesincemypaternalside



andIdon'tgetalongafterDadsdeath.Momsfamily

consistsofhousewivesandwedon'tclick.I'm a

hoodgirlanddrinkingteawithmypinkyoutisa

sham tome.

BHEKIKHAYA

Ilookatherasshesleepswiththepregnancytestin

myhand.Amandaletmeincauseshewasworried

abouther.She'sbeenavoidingmeandrejectingmy

calls.Iputmyhandonherstomach.ItsstillflatandI

smileandwipeatear.Theideaofhavingaminime

isjustamazing.Ilaynexttoherandholdher.She's

probablygoingtoflipwhenshewakesupbutI

missedher.

AMANDA

Iam worriedaboutmysister.Shehasbeensick

latelyandverymoody.Imakesuretostayoutofher

way.She'llskinmealiveforlettingBhutiinaftershe

orderedmetonotlethim oranyoneforthatmatter.

WhenIaskherwhat'swrongit'slikesheturnsinto



theDevilsfemaleversion.Iam practicinganew

recipe.ItsanItaliandishwhichIcan'teven

pronounce.Imakeitlookcreativeandtakeapicture.

IpostitonmyInstagram andWhatsAppstatus.

Cookingismytalent.TheonlytimeIfeelspecial.It's

onethingIcanneverlivewithout.

KHULEKANI

IreadoverthefileagainonTshego.I'm justdoinga

normalbackgroundcheck.She'sclean.Herfather

thou.Hisavery'dangerous'man.Hisintohuman

traffickinganddrugsmuggling.Ihaverecordsofhis

phonecallsandtexts.IknowhedisownedTshego

andwhyshehasn'tsharedthiswithmeIdon'tknow.

"Khabazela.",Icallout.

Hecomesinandstandinfrontofmydesk.I'm about

torattlesomeone'scage.Ihandhim thetaleandfile.

"Handthisovertotheauthorities."

Henodsandheadsforthedoor.

"Notjustanyone.MakesureitendsuponDetective



Smith."

HegoesoutandIsitbackonmychair.Serame

Thangohasahugestorm cominghisway.Being

partofpoliticswon'thelphim whenDect.Smithis

involved.
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KUHLEKONKE

IwakeuptoBhekikhayanexttome.Hisstillasleep

andIlookathim forawhile.Hisabeautiful

specimen.Thickeyebrowsaccompaniedbylong

eyelasheswithacutenoseanddarklips.Ilookat

thePregnancyTestinhishandandtheanger

resurfacesandIpinchhim causinghim tojump.

"Ouch!Dammit!",hesaysrubbinghisarm.

Wemakeeyecontactandthestarsglimmer

beautifullyasconstellationsform.HeblinksandI

lookathim ashelooksatthepregnancytestinhis

hand.

"Sovelengizobayitaima?"(SoI'm goingtobea

father?),hesayssmiling.

"Yes.Mylifeplanisruined.Ihadatimelinebut

now...",IsighasIgetupandtakethedishtothe

kitchen.

Ifindhim seatedonthebedplayingwithit.

"Ithoughtyouwereonthepill.",hesayslookingup



atme.

"Iwas.Mylifehasbeenbusy.Imissedone

appointmentandeverythingwentdownhill.",Isay

sittingnexttohim.

"Whatareyousoafraidoff?Icanseethefearinyour

eyes.",hesaysholdingmyhand.

"Beingamom.Itsnotsomethingyoucangoto

schoolfor.Graduate.Becomeapro.Youdon'tstudy

it.",Isayintertwiningourfingers.

"You'vebeenabletotakecareofAmandaafteryour

parentsdied.",Bhekikhaya

"Asasister.Notamom.Thisonechanges

everything.ManMom probablyisdisappointedin

me.",Isayrubbingmyeyesastheystarttosting.

"I'llbeheretosupportyou.I'llhelp.Itsmybabyas

well.",hesayskissingmyhands.

"Mmmmh.",Ihum layingmyheadonhisshoulder.

Iguesshispresencecalmedthestorm inme.Ihad

plannedtocastratehim butIguessnoteverything

goesasplanned.Heplaceshishandonmyflat



stomachandIplacemineonhis.ThisisnothowI

plannedhavingmyfirstchild.Heck!Ididn'tevenplan

tohaveoneatall.

UNYEZI

"Thinkpositive.Wecanfocusonusmore.Focuson

yourself.Youhavelosttouchwithrealitywithalways

beingstuckbetweenthetwoworlds.Don'tseeitas

apunishmentbutasagift.Areversedgift.You'llbe

abletohavemoretimeforourkids.Mostlyme.",

LangasaysasIlayonhischest.

I'm angry.TheyalwaysgivingmeandwhenIgrasp

theytakeawayagain.Itssickening.Alittleprayer

flashesthroughmymind.

"God.Don'teverblessmewithadaughter.Ever!Cut

offtheSosiboQueendom.MakesureIwasthelast

one.Amen."

Hekissesmyheadandtakesmyhandinhis.

"Iloveyou.You'llalwaysbemyQueen.",Langasays

tenderly.



Ifeelastrongwaveofemotionsbustinme.Love

themost.Mychestwarmsupandtearsfillmyeyes

asmylovespreadsthroughoutmybodyandIhear

ourheartbeatsbeatinsynclikeabeautifullymade

songofdifferentinstruments.ThelongerIlistenthe

moreIfallinlovewiththissong.Asongonlymeand

him togethercaneverhave.

"Iloveyoutoo.",Isaysnugglingintohim.

HepullsmecloserandIsniffhisscentandIsmileat

hismanlybutsweetcolognemixedwithaftershave.

Theworldismissingoutonsomebeautifulthing.

Loveisbeautiful.

TSHEGOFATSO

Iam lookingatthenewsstunnedasIseemyDad

beingpushedinsideapolicevan.Hismaking

headlinesandIam surprisedattheallegations.He

wasintohumantrafficking.Bileraisesontomy

throatasIthinkofthemanIcalledaFatherselling

humansformoney.Doesheknowtheamountof

painbehascausedtofamilies?Leavingmother's



brokenwiththerealitythattheirdaughtershave

becomeanothervictim ofgreedymen.Icanimagine

thescaredlooksonthevictimsbeingauctionedto

thehighestbidder.Havingoldmenfinding

debaucheryinyourfearsomesoulandgetting

erectionsfrom yourpainfulscreamsofhorror.I

shakemyheadashateandangeroverwhelm me.Its

anuglywordandItakemyphoneandgoliveon

Instagram.Ihopemymessageisheardoutthere.

"Heyguys.Ihavelivedallmylifecallingaheartless

andgreedyman'Dad'withouttheknowledgeofhis

maliciousactions.SerameThangoisamanIcalled

'Dad'mywholelife.AfterseeingthenewstodayI

realisedtheonlymanIthoughtIwassafearound

wasactuallymygreatestdanger...",Iclosemyeyes

andsighbeforecarryingon.

We'renotsafeanymore.Guessyoucanneverknow

someonethatwell.MyheartachesandIcan'thelp

butwonderhowmom isdoinginallofthis.Willshe

reachouttomesinceDadmaybegoingtojail?



NDABENKHULU

Ilookatherasshegoesonabouttheweddingplans

andshe'sbeautiful.Sheoccasionallybitesherlips

withoutrealisingshe'sdoingit.Herbeautifuldark

skinradiatingbeautifullyunderthelittlesunshine

comingthroughthewindow.Herbeautifulcanine

teethasshesmileswidely.I'veneverseenherthis

happy.Hereyesareglowingwithpositiveemotions.

Herenergyisaddictiveandmakesmefeellikealove

struckteenageragain.

"IthinkaBlackdresswilldo.",shesaysgettingme

outofmytrance.

"Ablackdress?",Iask.

"Yes.Itsabeautifulcolour.Mom saysI'm crazybutI

lovethisblackmermaiddress.IwaswatchingSay

YesToTheDressEarlierandifIcanhavemydress

designedbyRandy.",shesaysdreamly.

"Wellthatcanbearranged.",Isaytakingalookatthe

dress.

Idon'treallycarewhatcolourordressshewears.

ShecancomedressedinragsandI'dstillstand



thereonthatalterandsay'Ido'withpride.

"Youlovejokingaround.",shewavesmeofflaughing.

ShethinksI'm joking?Icanarrangethattobedone.

"I'm serious.",Isaylookingather.

"We'retalkingaboutKleinfordBridalBoutiquehere.",

shesayschucklingandpagesthroughhermagazine.

Iguessshedoesn'tbelieveme.I'llproveherwrong

anyway.

"CanIgetsomeattentionnow?",Isaypickingherup

andmakinghersitonme.

ShesmilesandIpullhercloserbyherfirm butt.We

inchclosertoeachotherasourlipsconnectanda

him comesfrom her.Ican'tseem toimaginelife

withouther.IfeelmybloodrushandIget

goosebumpsandatinglysensationinmystomach

andIsmileintothekiss.Iwouldn'taskforanything

elsethanthiswoman.



NKOSINATHI

IlookatthepianoandIbrushitwithmyfingers.I

haven'tdonealotofthingsinalongtime.Playing

thepianooneofthem.Isitdownandabsorbthe

quietandpeacefulaura.IcanhearLangaplaying

carsinthepassage.Momsdistinctsingingto

NkanyeziasDadsloudvoicetalksoverthephone.I

playthefirstkeyandIclosemyeyes.Myfingers

playafamiliarsongandIletthememoriesplayout

slowly.MomssittingnexttomewithDadwhile

Langacrawlsonthefloor.IopenmymouthasIsing

Dadsfavoritesong.

"DearGodifyoulisteningnow.Ineedyoudoathing

forme.Youseemybabyshedoneupandwalked

out.Ineedyoubringherbacktome.IknowIwas

wrong.Iwasguiltyofsin.Probablynotforallher

tears.DearGod...",Isingoutwithmyeyesclosed.

DadstilllovesthissongandIstillwouldlikethe

storybehindit.Hearingmyownvoiceaftersolong

gavemeshiversandIcouldn'thelpbutfeellikeIam

important.ItsbeensolongsinceIsanganditfeels

likeI'm discoveringitforthefirsttimealloveragain.



Iplayanothersong.IsmilerememberinghowMom

usedtosingthissongaftersheandDadfought.She

hadthemostbeautifulvoice.Itookafterher.

"Thisisstupid.I'm notstupid.Don'ttalktomelike

I'm stupid.IstillloveyoubutIjustcan'tdothis.I

maybedumbbutI'm notstupid...",Isingoutloud

forgettingthatI'm notaloneinthehouse.

SingingmakesmefeelgoodandIhaven'tfeltgood

inalongtimenotafterwhatIsaw.IsinglouderasI

trynottothinkaboutthepast.Ifeelatearescape

myshuteyesandIdon'tbotherwipingit.Itsmyown

littlesecret.Eventhoughithurtsknowingit

sometimes.
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UNYEZI

IsatdownwatchingthevideoItookofNkosinathi.

SinceIhavebeenwithLangaIneverknewhecould

playthepianoneitherdidIknowhehadsucha

powerfulvoice.Henevermentioneditandsodid

anyone.Ithoughthistalentwassoccer.Itsbeen

dayssinceIhaveheardhim singingandIstillam

amazed.LangawalkedinasIwassmilingonmy

phone.

"Nkosinathiisgoingtotakemywife.Everydayyou're

watchingthatvideo.",hesaidchucklingkissingmy

forehead.

"I'm justsurprised.",Isaidputtingmyphonedown.

"Whynotaskhim tosingforyou?Hisdownstairs.

Hiskindofpissedthou.Amandaisnotanswering

hiscalls.",hesayssuckingonmyneck.

"Mmmmmh.",Imoanout.

Helaysusdownandgetsinbetweenmythighs

rubbinghishardononme.Henibblesmyneckand



sneakshishandinbetweenmythighs.

"You'resowet.",hegroansdippinghisfingerinside

me.

Hestillhasthiseffectonme.Hecanstillgivemean

orgasm justbysmiling.

BHEKIKHAYA

Ihandherthepeanutbutterandpolonysandwich.

Shetakesabiteandmoans.IthankyouGodIam

noteatingthat.

"Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?",sheaskswith

annoyance.

"Uh...Sorry?",Isaysmilingawkwardly.

Sheputsherfeetontopofmythighsandhandsher

sandwichtome.

"Nobaby.Eat.I'm okay.",Imovemyfaceaway.

"Comeon.Itsnotthatbad.",shepresses.

Isighandtakeabiteandchew.Ismileandshenods

eagerly.



"OkayIadmit.ItsnotasbadasIthought.",Isay

smiling.

Shestretchesherhandtowardsmeandwipesthe

cornerofmymouthwithherthumb.Iholdherhand

andsuckherthumbmaintainingeyecontact.She

sucksinabreatheandIletherthumbpopoutofmy

mouth.IsmileatherasInoticehertakeshallow

breathsandtryingtocontrolheranimal

attraction(lust).Irunmyhandonherthighand

squeezeitalittlebit.

"Mmmmh.",shemoanssoftly.

IfeelmymanhoodgetfirmerandIremovemyhand

from herthighs.SherunshertoesovermydickandI

holdherfoot.

"HayimahnKuhle.",Iholdherfootinplace.

"ButI'm horny.",shewhines.

"Yousaidweshouldholdbackonthesexuntilwe

askthedoctorifitsfine.",Iremindher.

ItoldherthebabywillbefineaslongasI'm gentle

butshedoesn'twanttotakechances.Ievenmade



Unyezitellherbutshestandsonherpoint.

"You'llbegentleright?",sheaskssittingontopofme.

BeforeIcansayanythingshekissesme.Ilikehow

shetakeschargelatelybutmydominantsidestill

overpowershers.

"Fuck!",Igruntasshesqueezesmyballs.

Thiswomanisgoingtodrivemecrazy.I'm having

herrighthereonthiscouch.

NOXOLO

Ilookatthem asNdabenkhuluteachesSaneleabout

blueprints.Thismanknowsabitofeverything.His

thetypethatcantellyouwhatkindofwoodachair

ismadeofandwhodiscoveredit.Itakeapictureof

them andgobacktocheckingonthepots.Cooking

foraChefishardcauseheknowsifthechickenain't

marinatedright.Ifeelhandssnakearoundme.

"MaSilangwe.",hesayskissingmyshoulder.

Iclosethepotandturnaround.



"Hi.",Igreethim.

"Hi.",hegreetssmiling.

Ilaymyheadonhischestandhelayshischinonmy

head.

"Imissedy'all.",hesayskissingmyhead.

"Wellwe'llbeherefortheweekend.",Isaykissinghis

chest.

"Saneleisagreatkid.I'm gladheisminenow.",he

sayscausingmetolookatSaneleacrosstheroom.

Ifeelmytearswellup.Whenhetoldmehe'dliketo

havearelationshipwithSaneleIwasshockedreally.

Iam happyheiswillingtolovemychildandhonestly

hehadmyheartrightthere.

"We'rehavingdinneronSundayatmyDads.

Everyonewillbetherewiththeirpartners.Canyou

comewithme?They'vebeenwaitingtomeetyou.",

hesaysaswepullapart.

"Yourwholefamilywillbethere?WhatifyourDad

doesn'tlikeme?",Isayslappinghishandasheopens

thepot.



"I'm surehewill.Bakehim Vanillacakewith

strawberriesandhisyours.",hesaysgropingmybutt.

Ikisshischeeksasheexitsthekitchenashechews

onwinegums.Ilookathisbuttanditsfirmsand

stern.HelooksatmeandIbitemyliplaughing.

"Stoplookingatmybutt!",hesayschuckling.

"Mom!Euw!",Sanelesayslaughing.

Ishrugmyshouldersandjointhem afterturningoff

thestove.

KHULEKANI

Tshego'svideoistrendingandshe'sgettingsome

positivereactions.Shehasbeenmeditatingalot

thesedayscauseshesaysandIquote"myspiritis

atwarandmypeaceisnotasitwas.",herfathers

arresttookatollonher.Ipromisedtojoinherfor

lunchtodayandsheiscooking.Ilookatthe

necklaceIboughtherforthedinnerwithmyfamily.

ItsarosegoldScarletnecklace.Itwillgowellwith

herskin.Atextdisturbsmythoughts.



"I'm cravingthattaxirankdumplingandbeef

stew.",hertextsreads.

Ismileandstanduptakingmycarkeys.

Westilldoenjoytaxirankfood.Wespendmostdays

eatingitatthepark.Webondoverthesmallest

things.Iguesswe'renoteatingherfoodtoday.

NKOSINATHI

Itryheragainandshefinallyanswersherphone.

"Amanda.",myvoicecracksandIrubmyeyes.

"Nkosinathi?",shesaysalerted.

"Can-Ineedyou.",Isay.

"Areyouokay?",sheasksworriedly.

"Pleasemeetmeatmyapartment.",Isaysafter

clearingmythroat.

"No.",shesayssternly.

"Please.",Ibegher.

"Youcan'tcallmeforsexeverytimesomethingis



botheringyou.No."

"Ijustneedyoutoholdme.Nosex.Ipromise.",Itry

clearingthelumpinmythroat.

"I'llcomeifonlyyou'llopenuptome.",shereasons.

"Amanda."

"Okay.Byethen."

"Amandaima.",Isayhurriedly.

"Yes."

"Okay.Ngizokusikelaudaba.Ng'celauzwakale."(I'll

tellyou.Pleasecome.)

ShefinallyagreesandIrubmyface.Ithrowmy

phoneonthebedandgointothebathroom.AsI'm

abouttostripnakedLangaenters.

"Bhuti.",hesays.

"Shopoi."(Sureboy)

"CanyouplaywithmeandPluto?",heasks.

"Eishsani.Later?"

"Youneverplaywithmeanymore.Youhardlyeven



talktomenow.Youdon'tlovemeanymore.",he

sayswipinghiseyes.

"Heyhey.Don'tcry.Hardepoi.Ipromisetomake

timeforyou.IknowI'vebeenisolatedbutI'm dealing

withsomething."

"I'm sorry.Assoonasyou'reokaytellme.Hug?",he

saysopeninghisarms.

Thiskidisjustcuteandcaring.Igetonmyknees

andhughim.Imissedourbrotherlymoments.I'm

alwaysburiedinsomethingthesedays.Ifitsnotmy

thoughtsitsinsideAmanda.Weseparateandfist

bumpbeforeherunsoutofmyroom.

"Stoprunning!",Ishoutafterhim.

IchuckleasIenterthebathroom.Idecidetotakea

coldoneinstead.
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KUHLEKONKE

Ilookathim aswesitatoneofhisBrothers

restaurants.Theinteriordesignismodernbutyet

traditional.Bhekikhayaisreadinghismenuwithhis

bottom lipinbetweenhisteethandhisdimplesare

ondisplay.Hiseyebrowsarefurrowedashe

concentratesonwhattoorder.We'resittingona

secludedtableandthereisabitofsunlightcoming

from thewindowthathitshisskincausinghis

melanintobaskinit.Thismanisbeautifully

handsome.

"CanItakeyourordernow?",thewaitressasks

lookingatBhekikhayawithlust.

Ilookatherasshelicksherlipsandbitesherlower

lip.Suchdisrespect?Bhekikhayalooksupfrom his

menuandlooksatme.

"Babe.Haveyoudecided?",heaskstakingmyhand

inhis.

"Riceandchickencurrywithachakalakasalad.

Lemonwater.",Isayhandinghermymenu.



ShetakesitroughlyandBhekikhayanoticesthat.His

jawticksandsizedherupanddown.

"Youhaveaproblem youwannaironoutwithmy

wife?",heasksbalancinghischinonhisfists.

"Nosir.",shesaysthrowingmealook.

She'sreallypissingmeoffcauseIwanttocrynow.

"Vaya.Callanotherwaiterforus.",hesays

dismissingher.

"Wait.No.You'llattendtousaslongaswe'llbehere.

Babyorder.",IsaylookingatBhekikhaya.

Helooksatmeskepticalbeforenoddingand

ordering.

"I'm sorryaboutthat.",heapologisesaftersheleft.

"Forwhat?Beinghot?She'sjustbittercauseyou're

withme.",Iwinkathim.

Hesmileskissingmyhand.

"Iloveyou.",hewhispers.

Ilookinhiseyesandthestarsarestillpresent.Till

thisdayIstilldon'tunderstandwhatcausesthat.



EvenGoogledoesn'thelp.Theloveinhiseyesmade

meemotional.Ilovethewayhelooksatme.

"Iloveyoutoo.",Isaywipingatear.

Hechucklesashewipesmyeyes.I'llblamethaton

thebaby.Idon'tcrythismuch.

THANDO

Iam lookingformyringingphoneandIcan'tfindit.I

finallyfinditunderthesofaandthescreenis

cracked.Howdiditgethere?Iunlockitanditstill

functionswell.Ihavemissedcallsfrom my

brothers,UnyeziandDad.Ihavebeeninthestudy.I

callDadfirstandheanswerswhenI'm abouttodrop.

"HeyNana...StopitNandi!",hesayslaughing.

SeemsasifI'm disturbingsomething.

"I'llcallyoulaterDad.",Isaysmiling.

"Oka-hahahaNandi!OkayNana.",hesaysdropping.

HeseemshappyandthatsallIcouldeveraskfor.I

smileandcallKhulekani.



"Ntwanayami!",hescreamscausingmetowince.

"Ntwana.Yougood?",Iasksmiling.

"Alwaysandyou?I'vebeencallingandyourphone

ringsunanswered.",Khulekani

"Sorry.I'vebeenbusy.I'vebeencontactingsome

bestpsychologistsacrosstheworldtoworkatmy

hospital.",Isitdown.

"Howisthatgoing?"

"Okay.AfewhaverespondedandI'm waitingon

othersandafterthatI'llletDadinandhecansign

thefinalpaperworkforthemachineryneeded."

"I'm proudofyou.",hesaysproudly.

Ismileathiswords.I'm proudofmyself.Ifinally

foundsomethingtonurtureandhelpbuild.

"Thankyou."

WesayourgoodbyesandIpromisetocometoDads

dinnernextweek.Hisprobablygoingtointroduce

hiswoman.Icalltheothersandtheyallseenalright.

IpromiseUnyezitovisitsoonplusImissmy

nephews.Igetdressedandheadoutforthemall.I



havebeenburiedinworkthatmyhairneeds

grooming.Idrinkmypillsbeforegettingoutofthe

car.WhenIopenthedoorIdontnoticethecar

drivinginhittingitsmirroroff.Iquicklyclosemy

doorandlookatthecar.ItsaBMW i8redandblack

incolor.Igetoutassoonasthedrivergetsoff.He

looksathiscarandhisjawisticking.Hislarge

frameturnstowardsmeandtowersoverme.Ilook

upathim andswallowmysalivawhenInoticethis

eligibledarkbeauty.

"Uh...Uhm...I-I...",Iclearmythroataswordscan't

seem toform.

"Miss.Yourcarisnotparkedright.Stayinbetween

thelines.",hesayscalmly.

Thelookonhisfaceproveshisfarfrom calm.

"I'm sorry.Howmuchisthatgoingtocost?",Iask

takingmychequebook.

"No.Itwon'tcostmuch.Parkyourcarrightbefore

youdamagesomeoneelse'scar.",hesayswalking

off.

Ilookathim ashewalksaway.Hisinblackjeans



thatholdhisfirm buttandhisverymuscularthighs

downtohisbracketedlegsandIlikehiscalves.His

physiqueseemslikearegularvisitoratthegym kind

ofguyorasoccerplayers.Iwalkinsidethemall

keepinganeyeonhim.Hisbicepsflexingasit

seemsashetalksonthephonewithsomeone.I

bumpintosomeone.

"Sorry.",Iapologize.

IlookupandIhavelosthim inthecrowd.Ifeelkind

ofsadbutIbrushitoffwalkingtowardsthesalon.

NDABENKHULU

SaneleandLangaaremakingnoiseastheytalk

abouthouses.Thesetwogetalonglikeahouseon

fire.

"ThisoneisnicebutIdon'tlikethearchitect.",

Sanelesays.

Ihavetokeepremindingmyselfthatthesearekids.I

guesstheydolearnsomethingonTV.

"Iagreewithyou.IfIwasthebuilder.I'dusefirst



brickonthishousetogowellwiththevintage

architect.",Langasays.

Ilaughandshakemyheadwalkingout.Itwouldlook

betterwithgreasepaintedbrownwoodandglass

butitsnotmyconversationandIthinkthathouseis

builtjustfine.Imissmyfiancée.Ifindherinmy

studyonherlaptop.

"Hey.",Igreetkissingher.

"Hey.",shegreetswipingthelipglossoffmylips.

Ipullachairandsitnexttoher.

"Whatareyouworkingon?",Iaskpeepingather

screen.

"Thedecorations.Howaboutgoldandwhite?I

wantedblackbutit'lllooklikeafuneral.",shesays

lookingatherscreen.

"Goldandwhiteisokay.Areyoubakingourwedding

cake?",Iaskclosingthelaptop.

"Yeah.IknowwhatIwantplusit'dbeawasteof

moneypayingsomeoneelsetodoit.",hervoiceever

sosmooth.



"Youhavebeenworriedaboutthebudget.Wedont

haveabudgetNoxolo.Andhireaweddingplanner."

Ipickherupandputherontopofthedeskputting

herlaptoponthechair.

"Khuzwayo."

Igetinbetweenherthighsandrunmyhandson

them causingmyT-shirttoinchup.

"Mmmmh?"

"Mom ispayingformydress.I'm bakingthecake.

Momshusbandispayingforthewedding.You're

payingforthesuitsandwhateverelsewe'llneed.I

canpayfortheweddingplanner.",shesaysgiving

memoreaccesstoherneck.

Istopsuckingonherneckandlookather.

"What?I'm payingforthewedding.",Itellher.

"Hejustwantstohelpplusitsnotmuch.Justhalfof

whatneedstobepaid.",shetriesreasoning.

"No."

Ipressthebuttonundermydeskandthedoorlocks.



Ipusheverythingdownoffthetableandshegiggles.

UNYEZI

IpeepintoNkosinathisroom andhisplayingFIFA.I

sitnexttohim andhepausesthegameandhands

meajoystick.Werestartthegame.Langalamiisat

NdabenkhulushousevisitingSanele.Idon'tknow

muchbutallIknowisthatheishisfiancé'sson.

Langawenttocheckonhisminesites.Nkosinathiis

whippingmyassonthisgame.Imanagetoscore

onegoalandIstillcan'tsavemyselfcausehewon.

"Mxm.",Igivehim hisjoystick.

Hechucklesandputsthem down.

"Hey."

"Heymom."

"Areyouokay?"

HislostsomeweightandIknowitstheweed.I

knowaweedsmokerwhenIseeone.

"I'm okay."



"You'relying.",Isaylookingathim.

Hesighsandrubshisface.

"Honestly.IthinkNkanyeziiscrying."

"You'retryingtogetridofme.Yourbrotheris

sleepingandIhavehisbabymonitor."

"I'm seriouslyokay.",heliesagain.

"Whenareyougoingtostopsmokingweed?",Iask.

Hechokesonhissalivawithhiseyesout.Irubhis

backandhandhim thebottleofwaterinfrontofhim.

Hedrinksupandfinallycalmsdown.

"Talk.You'renotoldenoughtonotgetandass

whooping.",Isaycalmly.

"Uhmama.Eish.",hescratcheshishead.

"You'renotokay.Icanseethebagsunderyoureyes.

You'realwayshigh.You'realwaysatyourapartment

withthatpoorgirl.Stopstringingheralong.I've

decidedtogetyouatherapist."

HelooksatmelikeI'velostmymind.

"I'm notattendingthat.Itssoccerseason.I'llbevery



busy.",hetriesdismissingme.

"Iwasn'tasking.Iknowyouwon'ttellmebuttalking

toastrangerwillhelp.Ithelpedme.Pleasethinkit

through.TheystartnextweekWednesdayafter

school."

Hesighsandrubshisface.

"Thankyoumom."

"Iloveyoumfanawami.WhateveritisItrustyou'll

telluswhenyou'reready.",Ikisshisforehead.

"Iloveyoutoomama.",hethrowshishandsaround

me.

Iholdhim inmyarmsandIhearhim sigh.Idont

knowwhatitisbutithastobebig.Webreakoffthe

hug.

"Hopeyou'llsingformesoon.",Isaysmiling.

"How-?",heseemsshocked.

"Iheardyou.",Isayclosingthedoorbehindme.

Ismileandwipethelonetearthatmanagesto

escape.NkanyeziscryripsthroughtheBabyMonitor



andIwalktowardshisroom.ItextLangathatImiss

him.IloveitwhenImisshim causewhenIseehim

itfeelslikeI'm fallinginlovewithhim alloveragain.
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TSHEGO

IwakeupwithKhulekanistillinsidemeandhiserect

again.Myvaginaisswollenfrom lastnight.Itry

takinghim outbutheholdsmeinplace.Iguesshis

awakenow.

"Tshego.",hestillhasthatZuluaccentwhenhe

pronouncesmyname.

"Mmmh?"

"Tshego.",hesaysmoresternly.

Hiseyesarestillclosedandhiseyebrowsare

furrowedinanannoyedway.Guesshisstillpissedat

me.

"Khulekani."

"Ihopewhathappenedyesterdaywon'thappen

again.Ifyoueverraiseyourvoiceatmeyou'llspend

anentireweekunabletowalk.Youshoutedatmein

frontofmyworkers.",hisvoiceislowbutvery

intimidating.

HisnotonetogetangryandIthoughthewasgoing



toslapmeyesterdaywiththewayhewassopissed.

IsawfilesaboutmeandIwasangryhewasdigging

intomeinsteadofaskingme.Irespecthisprivacy

andtheleasthecouldhavedonewasrespectmine.

Iwaswrongforgoingathim infrontofhisstaffat

theofficebutIwasjustsoangry.

"YouslappedmeTshegofatso.",hechucklesdarkly.

Ohtherewasthattoo.Imayhaveslappedhim and

cussedathim.MostlyinTswanaandI'm gladhe

couldn'tunderstandhalftheshitIsaidcauseI'dbe

deadrightnow.

"I'm sorry.Iwassoangr-"

"SowasIwhenyoucamelikethatatmyoffive?My

workplace.ButdidIraisemyvoiceorslapyou?",he

cutsmeofftakinghim selfoutandIwince.

"Youdidn't.I'm sorry.",Iapologisesittingup.

"Soam Ibutitsprotocolinourfamilytolookinto

someone'sbackground.",hesayswearinghispants.

"Couldn'tyoutrustme?",Iask.

"IdobutDaddoesn't.It'swhatitis.I'm sorryforthat



butIdontwanttodisciplineyouagain.",hebuttons

hisshirt.

Isittherewatchinghim getdressed.Iguesshisstill

pissedcausehisnoteventakingashowerbefore

goingbacktohisplace.

"Iloveyou.",hekissesmyforehead.

Hegoestothebathroom andcomesbacklaterand

bidsgoodbye.IsighasIgetoutofbed.Theache

betweenmylegscausingmetolimp.Hereallydida

numberonme.Hisalwaysbeengentlebutyesterday

hewassoroughandsodeep.Hewentthewhole

nighttillIcouldn'ttakeitanymore.Icouldn'tfeelmy

legsfrom alltheorgasmsthatIendedupcryingwith

pleasure.Igetinsidetheshowerandletthewater

cascadedownmyachingbody.I'm sleepingintoday.

I'llaskfornotesfrom Miranda.

UNYEZI

"Langa!",Iscream outinpleasureashestrokes

deeper.



Idigmynailsintohisshouldersashepenetratesme.

Ihavemylegsaroundhim ashepinsmeonthe

showerwall.Hehitsitslightlyfrom theleftandI

archmybackfeelinghischestonmyboobs.Ifeela

knotinmyabdomenandIclenchmywallsaround

hispenisandhegroanswithhisheadonmy

shoulder.Webothcum aswepantundertheshower

water.Ireleasemylegsaroundhim andhekisses

myshoulder.

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo.",Isaytracingmynameonhischest.

Westaylikethatforawhileembracingeachother.

"HaveyoutalkedtoNkosinathi?",heasksashe

washesmyback.

"Yes.Heagreedtotherapy.",Ismilekissingthehand

onmyshoulder.

"Youshouldhaveletmetalktohim."

"No.Heneedssomeprofessionalhelp.He'llbefine."

Iturnaroundandhesmiles.Themoonandocean.I

smiletracingmyeyesoverhiseyebrows.Beautiful.



"LetmegobathNkanyezi.Hisirritatedtoday.",Isay

gettingoutoftheshower.

"Thatoneisalwaysangry.",hechucklesspanking

mywetbutt.

Iblowhim akissandleavehim toshower.Iam wet

from Nkanyezisplashingwateraround.Hekeepson

cryingandbitingmyfinger.LangawalksinwhenI

justfinisheddressinghim up.

"Hisstillcrying?",heaskstakinghim from me.

"Yeah.Hewon'teat.Hespithisporridgealloverme.",

IsayasIpointthestainsonmydress.

HehumsandputsNkanyezisfingerinsidehismouth

rubbinghisgumsandhestopscryingandlatches

ontoLangasfinger.

"Ah.Histeething.",Langasayssmiling.

"Didn'twebuysomethingforthat?"

Henodsashesitsdown.Istartlookingthroughthe

boxesofNkanyezisstuff.Foundthem.Itakeone

andrinseitbeforehandingittoLanga.Heputsitin

hismouthmakinggurglingsounds.



"He'sgrowing.",Ismilewithtearsinmyeyes.

"Babe.Don'tcry.",hesaystakingmyhand.

Lamiwalksinallhappyasusual.

"Mommy.Daddy.Lilbro.",hegetskissingourcheeks.

"Heysoldier.",Igreet.

Langahandshim Nkanyeziwhenhesitsdownand

helpshim holdhim safely.Lamistartstalkingwith

NkanyeziandNkanyeziislaughing.

"Morning.Mom.Haveyouseenmytie?",Nkosinathi

walksin.

"Oh.IthinkIfoldeditwithNkanyezisclothes.Check

thatdrawer."

Hegoesthereafterkissinghislittlebrotherscheeks.

"Foundit.",hesayswalkingout.

"Okaymybaby."

IstandupandLangatakesNkafrom Lami.Weall

headtothekitchen.Idishoutforeveryoneandwait

forthem togo.Iheaddowntothegym after

changing.



AMANDA

IarriveatschoolbeforeNkosinathi.Istillcan't

believewhathetoldme.Hecriedforhoursafter

tellingmeeverything.I'veneverseenhim sobroken.

Iwonderhowhewasabletokeepthisasecretfor

solong.Iheldhim ashebrokedowninmyarms.I

seehim getoutofhisrideandwalkingtowardsme.

WeshareahugandIhandhim afatcake.Hisfriends

callhim foramorningjointbuthedeclines.

"Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?",heasks

swallowingafterchewing.

"Youneverturndownajoint.",Isay.

Wewalkinsidetheschool.

"Therapyhasbeengood.InsteadofsmokingDr

SambosuggestedIinvestallthattimeinsoccer.",he

says.

Ismileathim andheputshisarm overme.His

neverbeenthis'affectionate'.

"Goodcauseyouwerelosingthatsixpack.",Isay

laughing.



"Thissixpackain'tgoingnowhere.",hechuckles.

Hedropsmeoffatmyclassandkissesmyforehead

beforewalkingoffwithhisonebracket.

"Disabledhotness.",Isaylaughing.

Heturnsaroundandgivesmethemiddlefingerand

Ismilegettingintoclass.

THANDO

Iam sotiredandtheseheelsarekillingme.Iwasup

allnightpreparingforthatmeetingandwhenIfound

outitwastheguyIbumpedhiswindowafewweeks

backIalmostfainted.Helookedsohotinasuit.As

soonasIentermyofficeItakeoffmyshoes.Isigh

asIthrowmyselfonmyofficecouch.Myoffice.

Thatsoundssogood.

"Myveryownoffice.",Isaysighingwhilesmiling.

"Bestbelieveityours.Cutetoes.",avoicedisturbsmy

peace.

IsitupstraightandI'm metwithdarkeyes.Mr

Buthelezi.HisthatguyIbumpedhiscarthatwasso



hot.HeisdonatingmillionsintomyhospitalandI

almostfainted.Dadcheckedhim andhisclean.

"Thankyou.",Itrysoundingokay.

IcrossmylegsashisColognefillsmyoffice.He

takesaseatnexttomeandclearshisthroat.I

clenchmythighsinhopesfortheitchinbetweenmy

thighstogoaway.

"You'reaclumsyladyMsKhuzwayo.",helookingme

intheeyes.

Iclearmythroatandclenchmythighstighter.

"Ihavetoagree.Sorryaboutyourcaragain.",Isay

embarrassed.

HechucklesrevealingextrateethandIsuckina

breath.Ihaveaweaknessforpeoplewithextrateeth.

"ItsokayMsKhuzwayo.",hesmiles.

"JustThandolwethu."

"Thandolwethu.Beautifulname.CallmeOzo."

"Ozo?"

"Mymom isNigerian.Shenamedmethat.Sbusiso



ismyfirstnamethou."

"IlikeOzobetter.",Isaysmiling.

"Canyousaymynameagain."

"Ozo?",Iasksmiling.

"Perfect.Thando.Youstilloweme."

"Oh?"

"Yes.Howaboutgoingouttodinnerwithme?Ijust

movedhere.YoucanshowmearoundDurban.",he

sayssmiling.

Am Ibeingtemptedhere?HowdoIhavedinnerwith

this'AlphaMale'who'svoicealonemakesmefeel

likestrippingandlayBarrforhim.ManI'm sodirty.I

shakemyhead.

"No?",heasks.

"No.No.Imeanyes...YesI'dgotodinnerwithyou.",

Isaysmiling.

"WellIwasn'tasking.",hesaysstandingup.

Hethrowsmeasmilebeforesayinghisgoodbye.As

soonashisoutthedoorI'm onthephonewith



Unyezi.Atextdisturbsme.

"Tomorrownight.8pm.I'llfetchyou.NB:Iwon'tneed

youraddress."

Ireaditandlaugh.Icoulddrivetoyourplaceaswell

asIhaveyouraddresstoo.Iforgetaboutthatgold

diggingjerkforafewminutes.
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UNYEZI

ItakeaseatwithNkanyeziinmyarmsandgivehim

hispacifier.ThandostretchesherhandsandIgive

him toher.We'rehavingameetupwiththeother

girls.Wemeteachotheratthedinnerandeven

thoughwethoughtwe'dseeSeniorKhuzwayosnew

girl,wewereverydisappointedwhenhecamealone.

Hesaidhejustwantedtomeetthenewadditionsto

thefamilyandsaidweshouldnotworryabouthis

business.Thelady'sareverybeautifulandthey're

verykindexceptforthetickingtimebomb,

KuhlekonkewhoIlaterlearnedispregnant.Shewill

alsobeverypissedthatwe'remeetingwithouther

butitsforagoodpurpose.

"Readytoleave?",Noxoloasks.

She'saveryelegantwomanwhocarriesherselfwith

confident.Shehasarestingbitchfaceandyoucan

tellshedoesn'ttakenonsense,wellIdoubtanyofus

do.Weallstandupandtakeourbags.Wepaythe

billandleaveforthemall.We'replanningasurprise



babyshowerforKuhle.Noxolohadhiredoneofthe

mostrecommendedEventPlannersandIwas

surprisedit'sSam Swanepoel.Youcouldn'thave

guessedbetter.Theonewhosleptwithmyhusband.

Ihaven'ttoldthem thatIknowher,justmeand

Thandoknowanditsshallremainlikethat.Weenter

hershopandshehasstufflayedoutforus.

"Ladies.Niceforyoutoworkwithme.",shesays

smiling.

Shestartsgivingushandshakesandwhenshe

reachesmesheretaliates.Itakeherhandsqueezing

itintheprocessandshewinces.Thandojustwalks

pastherandstraighttothetableignoringher

gesture.

"Uh...Ergm.Ichoseoutsomeneutralcolourssince

y'alldon'tknowthegender.",shesaysgivingusher

practisedsmile.

Westillhaveafewmonthstillwefinallysurpriseher

we'dprobablyknowbythenthegenderbutIkeep

quiet.Thisbetterbequick.Ihavesomepapersto

submit.



LANGALAKHE

Myguysupdatemeofmywife'slocationasalways

butIchokeonmydrinkwhenIseeshe'satSam's

Shop.Whatisshedoingthere?IknowmywifeandI

hopeshedoesn'tdoanythingstupid.Atextfrom her

popsupwithapictureofhersmiling.

"I'm withyourgirlfriend.Ilookprettydon'tI?"

Myeyesareasbigassaucersrightnow.Ihopeshe

won'tbeangryatmealloveragain.Amemoryofme

inhospitalcomestomindandsweatbuilduponmy

forehead.ItslikeIcanfeelthatpainagain.Itakemy

keysandleavethemine.I'llhavetopostponethis

meeting.

"MrKhuzwayo!",myPArunsafterme.

"YesSandile."

"Sir.Themeeting?",heasksconfused.

"Postponeit.Apologiseonmybehalf.Something

cameup."

Henodsandgoesbackintotheboardroom.Ineed



toapologizetomywifeagain.Ineedtogetridof

Sam.Shecan'tbeaconstantremindertomywife

abouthowIbetrayedher.

KUHLEKONKE

Wehadjustcomeoutofthedoctorsconsultation

room andhislookingatthescansmiling.

"Ngizobayitaima.Sofedengizobanengcosi."(I'm

goingtobeafathersolikeI'm goingtohavea

kid.),hesaysgrinningliketheidiotheis.

Igetintothecarandtakeoutmybra.Helooksat

meconfused.

"Ennou?"(andnow?),Bheki

"Itshurtingmyboobs.",Isayrubbingthem.

"Wantmetomassagethem?",heasksseductively.

"They'resensitivelately."

"Ireadthatsnormal.",Bhekikhaya.

HisbeenreadingalotofPregnancyMagazinesand

itsbeenhelpful.Hisverysupportive.I'm inmyfirst



trimestersoI'm notshowingthatmuchbutyoucan

tellthatsomethingisgrowinginme.

"CanyoupassbySteers?"

"Why?",heasksbrowsfurrowed.

"I'm cravingsomejuicysteak."

"No.Ndabenkhulucookedenoughhealthyfoodfor

you.Ithinkthere'ssteaktoo.",Bheki.

Ilookathim andhejustcarriesondriving.Hehad

hisbrothercookfoodforme.Veryhealthyfood.No

oil.Nospices.Mostlyboiled.Ican'tcookformyself

anymore.Heannoysmesometimes.Whenhe

leavesI'm orderingthatsteak.Amandaisalsounder

strictorderstonotcookany'DANGEROUS

UNHEALTHY'food.I'm pregnantnotstrickenby

somedisease.Ifeellikestranglinghim rightnow.

Hisphoneringsanditsourkidsheartbeatandhim

recitingapoem.Itsalsoannoyingme.

"AnsweryourphoneBhekikhaya.Itsirritating."

"IPhoneyabakantile?"(Who'sphoneisthis?),he

askslettingitring.



ItakeitandhelooksatmeandIopenmywindow

throwingitout.Helooksatmewifeeyedandback

buthecan'tstopthecarsincewe'reonthehighway.

"Kuhlekonkeudakiwe?Uyahlanyawena.Orudakwe

yinganeleeseswini?"(Areyoudrunk?You'recrazy.

You'redrunkenbythispregnancy.)

Ijustlookoutthewindowangryandsad.Ihate

beingpregnant.ThisisnotwhatIwanted.Idon't

wantkids.Idon'tevenhavecontrolovermy

emotions.

"Ukhalelani?Ha.amahnKuhlezishani?"(Whyareyou

crying?NomanKuhlewhat'swrong?)

Iignorehim andlookatpassingcars.Ijustfeelso

sad.Hesighsandleavesmealone.

THANDO

IhandNkanyezitoLangawhojustpoppedup

uninvited.Hewasstandingnexttohiswifewithhis

handinhersduringthewholething.Hekeptwiping

sweatoffhisforehead.Hispoorgirlfriendcouldn't



evenlookatus.Unyezididntevengivetwoshitsbut

shelookedlikesheenjoyedhavingthesetwounder

herpressuresquirm.WeallsayourgoodbyesandI

drivetomyhouse.Iam tiredandaglassofwinewill

do.Itakeabathwhilesippingwine.Ineedtogeta

petjusttoeasethequietnessinthishouse.Itgets

lonelyattimesbutI'm theonlyonewithoutalifein

myfamily.Myjobismyhusbandanditsoundssad

buthey.Igetoutofthebathandjustputonatowel

onmynakedbody.Theintercom goesoff.I'm not

expectinganyone.

"ThandolwethuKhuzwayoResidence."

"Thando."

Thatvoice.ItsOzo.Ilookatthescreenandindeed

it'shim.HowthefuckdoesheknowwhereIlive.I

sendmybrothersacode.Ilethim inandIhearhis

cardrivein.I'm notevendressed.Irunupstairsand

pullonasomeshortsandsportsbra.Icheckmyself

inthemirroronelasttime.HeknocksandIopenthe

door.Heleansonthedoorandsmiles.

"Hey."



Thisdudeshouldstopsmiling.Idon'ttrustmyselfto

controlmyselflonger.Hehandsmeabraceletwith

redbeads.

"Uhm...Thankyou.",Ismileawkwardly.

"Ididn'tknowwhattobuyyousinceyouditchedme

lasttime.ItsaNigerianbracelet.",hesayshelpingme

wearit.

I'veseenitonthoseNigerianmoviesUnyeziwatches

wornbyactors.Itblendedwellwithmydarkskin.

"Itsbeautiful.Ohsorrycomein."

Ishiftandgivehim spacetocomein.AnSUVdrives

inasI'm abouttoclosethedoor.Sbhamugetsoff

withotherguysandwalkinside.

"Handsupndoda.",Sbhamucommands.

Ozolooksatmeandliftshishandsup.Theysearch

him andtheywalkout.Sbhamuwalkstowardsme.

"We'llbeoutside.Scream ifyouneed

anything.",Sbhamu

HethrowsonemorelookatOzoandwalksout.I

closethedoorandrubmyarmsawkwardly.



"Tightsecurity.",Ozobreaksthesilence.

"Yeah.HowdidyouknowwhereIlived?"

"ItoldyoubeforethatIknowwhereyoustaybefore

youcancelledourdate."

Hesitsdownandtakesoffhisblazer.

"Ohthat...Juice?Water?Anything?"

"Nothankyou.Pleaselendmeanear."

Isitoppositehim.

"IhaveanieceinNigeria.Shehasschizophreniaand

isstrugglingwithit.",Ozo

"Yeah?"

"Ihopeshecanhaveacomfortablestayatyour

asylum."

"Shesurewill.Youdoknowyoucansignherup

onlineright?Ihaveafeelingyoudidn'tcomeherefor

that."

Heinchescloserandlooksmeintheeye.Hehasthe

mostbeautifuleyes.TheyweredarkbrownwhenI

firstmethim butnowunderthesunlightemitting



throughtheglassesthey'rehazelbrownwithalight

unnoticeablebluearoundhisiris.

"Ican'tstopthinkingaboutyou.Yourclumsyself.

Yourbeautifuldimplesandhumblepersonality.Your

awkwardnessandsoftbuthoarsevoice.Mostofall

yourthighs."

HelooksatmythighsandIclearmythroatasIfeel

adampnessdownthere.Iclenchthem andhe

smiles.

"IliketheeffectIhaveonyou.Trustmeyouhavethe

sameonmebutI'm betterathidingit."

HeisspeakingreallyslowlyandhiscologneisallI

cansmell.Manly.Hisauraissodominant.Ifeellike

gettingonmykneeswithmypalmsonmythighs

andsubmittohim.Ifeelhisbreathenexttomyear

andmybreathehitches.Heisnowleaningoverme

withhishandonthearmrestscapturingmein.He

bitestenderlyonmyearlobeandIbitemylip.

"Ozo...Wecan't...",Ibreatheout.

"Tellmetostop."



"Ozo...Thisisnot-mmmh."

Heliftsmeandliesmeonthecouch.Hegetsin

betweenmylegsandlooksatme.

"Thando."

"Mmmh?"

"Tellmetostop."

Iopenmymouthandcloseitagain.DoIwanthim to

stop?Nobutthelittlevoiceatthebackofmyhead

issayingthisiswrong.Ihardlyknowthisguyand-I

am surprisedbythefeelofhislipsonmine.Ihave

kissedafewguysbutIcan'tbetonmykissingskills.

IfollowhisleadandhislipsaresosoftandtenderI

can'thelppullinghislowerlipbetweenmyteethand

hegroans.Guesshelikedthat.Hishelpsmeoutof

mysportbraandhekissesmyboobs.Myhearrate

quickensasoneofhishandssneakinsidemyshorts.

Herubsmyclitwhilesuckingonmynipplespaying

attentiontoeachareola.Heinsertsonefingerinmy

holeandIsquirm uncomfortably.Hetriesinserting

anotheroneandIflinch.Hestopsandtakesouthis

handinsidemyshorts.



"OpenyoureyesThando.",hecommands.

Iopenthem slowlyandhegetsoffme.Hesitsnext

tomeandIsitnexttohim.

"Areyouavirgin?",hefinallyasksafteralongsilence.

MybrainstartsworkingagainandImentally

facepalm myselfuponrealisingthatIwasgoingto

givemyinnocencetoacompletestranger.

SomethingIhadkeptformydestined.Myconscious

screams'theverysameonewhodoesn'twantyou?'

andIlookdown.

"Yes.",Icroakout.

Wekeepquietagainandherunshishandoverhis

baldhead.

"I'm sorryoftakingadvantageofyoulikethat.",he

apologises.

Hestandsupandwearshisblazer.Ilookathistrunk

andIgulp.

"I'llbegoing.I'llcheckonyoulater."

Hekissesmytempleandwalksout.Whatjust

happened?Iguessmebeingavirgincameasaturn



off.ImeanI'm like22andIkeptmyselfforsomeone

whothinksI'm ahoodrat.I'm suchaclown.IwishI

cantellmybrothersaboutthisbuttheywillgoafter

Ozoandinterrogatehim.Ihadtobegthem toletgo

ofthatgolddiggingbastard.IcallUnyezi.She'd

knowwhattodointhissituation.

TSHEGOFATSO

"Thatwasawkward.",Isaygettingintothecarwith

Noxlo.

Shenodsandstarttheengine.Ihaveneverbeenin

suchatenseawkwardposition.Theauraduringthat

wholemeetingwastenseassoonasUnyezis

husbandwalkedinbutthatisnoneofmybusiness.

"Istillcan'tbelieveyou'redatingKhulekani.",Noxolo

"Iknow.Itjustfeltweirdthatwe'redatingfriends.

Hisaniceguy.",Ismile.

"Argh.Whocares?I'm happytoseeyouhappy.

You'reglowing."

"Hemakesmesohappy.Heunderstandsmylove



forsnakesandwewenttoseehisformerpythonpet.

Thathadtobethemostspecialthingthatever

happenedtome.Itwassobeautiful.Hedoesn'ttell

metogoondiets,hejustdoesn'tmindmychubby

self.Ihaveneverfeltsoconfidentinaforever."

Noxololooksatmebeforeconcentratingontheroad

grinning.

"I'veneverseenthissideofyou.You'renotthatshy

gloomygirlanymore.",Noxolo.

Iblushandshelaughsatme.

"Yourengagementringisbeautiful."

ShelooksatitassheparksnexttoKuhlesyard.

Thereisthisglintinhereyes.Shesmilesandshakes

herhead.

"Youlovedon'tyou?",Iasklookingather.

"MorethanIthoughtIwould.Hisjust...Idon'tknow.

HetreatsmesogoodTshegothatitfeelsweird

sometimesandtoogoodtobetruecauseI'm not

usedtothis.",shesayssmilinglightly.

"Enjoyitbabes.Don'toverthinkanything."



Wegetoutofthecarandasweapproachthehouse

wehearshouting.WewalkinandBhekikhayais

sittingonthecouchlookingatashoutingandcrying

messKuhlekonkewithfurrowedeyebrowsandone

raisedeyebrow.Bythewayhekeepsclenchinghis

jawheisverypissed.WelookatKuhlekonkeand

sheiscrying.

"Idon'twantthisbabyBhekikhaya!I'm notready.I

can'tbeamothernow!",she'scryinghysterically.

"Kuhlestopshouting.",hesayscalmly.

"Ihateyou!",sheshoutsveinspopping.

Sheslamsherbedroom doorbehindherandlet'sout

aloudscream.Bhekikhayalooksatusandstands

up.

"Tellherwe'llseehertomorrow.Bye.",Isaypulling

Noxolo.

Shepullsherarm awayfrom me.

"Bhekikhaya.",shecallshim.

HeturnsbackwiththescariestexpressionandI

reallywanttorun.



"Don'thither.Please.",shebegswithtearsinher

eyes.

SadnesspassesthroughBhekikhaya'seyesbefore

shakinghiseyes.IholdNoxoloshandasitshakes.

"Iwouldnever.",heenters.

WestandthereandIpullNoxolooutthedoor.She's

shakingwhilecryingsilently.Iguesstheshouting

boughtbackallthememories.Ifeeltearsfillmy

eyesasIrememberhowshe'dtryhidingallthose

scarswithmanyclothing.Heneverhitherfacethou.

Idecidetodriveasshesitsinthebackseat.

"ShouldIcallyourtherapist?"

"No.Ndabenkhulu.",shesobs.

Isighandsearchforhistensbutcan'tfindthem.

Sherealizesandtakesthephone.Shetalkstohim

andIlistentotheradiotoavoideavesdropping.

NKOSINATHI

"Areyoureadytotellmewhathappenedthatnight?",

Sandraasks.



Iam layingdownonthesofawithmyeyesclosed.

Whenmom suggestedatherapistIexpectedanold

womanbutSandraisapetitewomanwiththe

curvesandbooty.Isitupandlookatherasshe

scribblesdownonhernotebook.Herweavecomes

downonherfaceandsheflicksitoff.

"Howoldareyou?",Iask.

Sheraisesherheadandlooksatme.Imaintainthe

eyecontacttillshesighs.

"I'm 26.",shefinallyanswers.

"Youlookyoungerthanthat.22estimated."

Shedoesreally.Shehasthemosttendereyesand

itshardnottolookatthem.

"Okay.Nkosinathidoyoufeellikeweedmakesyou

forgetthatincident?Theoneyouwon'ttell."

"AtfirstIsmokeditforthatreasonandthanI

realisedtherewasmoretoweed."

Shewritesdownandlooksatme.

"More?Likewhat?"



"Sexualstamina.Appetite.Itgavemethisnew

feeling.Likeitrevealedtherealme.Icanthink

everythingthroughwhenI'm high."

Shelooksatmeandnods.

"Youseethosedarkspotsinyoureyes?"

Inod.

"They'recausedbyweed.Youreyeslosethat

whitenessinthem.Youmayeatalotbutyoulose

weight.Itgivesthebrainsomuchhappinessthatit

imbalancesthehypothalamusandcancausebipolar

inmostcases.Youcanloseyourmindfrom

smokingweed.YourIQdecreaseswitheachsmoke

youtake.Evernoticedhowdryyourskinis?Thats

causedbyweed.Youbecomeachimneythatyour

lungsaresoakedwithsmokethattheycan'tpump

enoughoxygenatedbloodaroundthebody."

Inodandletallthissinkin.

"Whenwasthelasttimeyousmoked?"

"AweekafterIstartedattendingthefirstsession

withyouplusIsawhowitwashurtingmom."



"SoifI'm correctitsbeenclosetoamonth?"

Inodandshesmileswritingdown.

"Howisthesleeping?"

"2hoursmaxandI'm upagain.Itsthesenightmares.

They...argh."

"Theywhat?"

"Theyhauntme.Itslikethatexactmomentplays

againandagain.It'slikeI'm thereagainonthe

staircaseseeinghim stra-",Istopabruptly.

Istandupandtakemyphone.

"Nkosinathiwe'renotdoneyet."

"Weare."

Ileaveherofficeandgetinsidetheawaitingcar.

"MyapartmentSkere."

Henodsanddrives.ItextSamkebutendupdeleting

it.IcallAmandainstead.Onlyshecanhandlemy

painandanger.

"Nkosinathi."



Ikeepquietforawhilejustbreathing.

"Nkosinathiiseverythingokay?"

"Ineedyou.Again."

"Ithoughtyousaidwe'rebetteroffasfriends."

"Ithoughtsotoobut...Amandaplease."

AsobescapesmylipsandIwipealonetear.

"I'm sorrybutIcan't.IwillbethereasafriendbutI'm

notsleepingwithyou.Iloveyouandyouknowthat

butIcan'tkeepdoingthis.Ican'tsettleforlessthan

meresex.Ideservemorethanthisandsodoyou.

I'm comingthouassoonasIfinishmyafterschool

chores.I'llholdyouandcrywithyou.ThatsallIhave

tooffer."

"Anythingaslongyou'rewithme."

WeendthecallandIsigh.Herwordsplayinmy

headtoo.I'm startingtogetaheadache.Isitback

onthecarseatandlookupwithmyeyesclosed.



52

THANDO

AYEARLATER

IhavebeenignoringSbusisosincewhathappened

andhisnotbackingdown.Adeliverymanjust

droppedoffmylunchfrom him withanotethat

reads"Iwould'veboughtitmyselfbutI'm goingto

Nigeriatoday."Idon'tknowwhyIfeltatingeof

sadnessthatIbrushedoff.Unyeziwalksinlooking

beautiful.

"Baby!",shescreamskissingmycheek.

Shelayscontaineronthetableandsitsinfrontof

mesmiling.

"Whatdoyouwant?",Isayeyeingher.

"Nothing.Ijustboughtmychildren'sauntsome

luncheventhoughitseemssomeonebeatmetoit.",

shegrabsthetakeawayfrom me.

"YoulyingbutthanksforluncheventhoughSbusiso

alreadydid."

Shelooksatmeandsitsstraight.



"Okay.What'swrong?You'recallinghim Sbusisoand

yourtoneisaslowassomepeoplewouldgo."

"He'sleaving!",Isigh.

"Leaving?Towhere?Howlong?"

"Idon'tknow.",Ishrug.

Shetakesmyphoneandhandsittome.

"Callhim andask."

"No."

"Callhim."

Ilookatherandshenodsherhead.Ipresshis

contactandhesitatepressingthecalloption.

"Doit.",shesayschewing.

Ipressthecalloptionanditstartsringing.

"You'redoneignoringme?Afterayear?"

That'swhathesaysassoonasheanswershis

phone.

"Hey?"

Unyezifacepalmsandshakesherhead.



"Hey.",heanswerschuckling.

Iclearmythroat.

"Soyou'releaving?"

Ihearasighontheotherend.

"Yeah.I'llbegoneforawhile.Ihavesomebusiness

thatsideaswell."

"Howlongisawhile?"

"3to6months."

IclosemyeyesandUnyezinudgesme.

"Ohokay."

Shefrailsherhandsandtakesapaperwritingdown.

Sheshovesthepaperinmyhand.

"CanIseeyoubeforeyouleave?",Ireadout.

"Yes.I'llcookandwe'lleatdinneratmyhouse.

That'sokay?"

InodandUnyezipinchesme.

"Ouch."

"What?"



"Nothing.Yeahdinneratyourhouseisokay."

"Okay.I'llsendtheaddress."

Ichucklebutdon'ttellhim notto.

"Thanksforlunch."

"Pleasure."

"Bye."

"Bye."

WedropandIsqueallikealovestrickenteenager.

"So?"

"You'resonosy."

"Ihelpedyou.You'dbesulkingrightnow."

"We'rehavingdinnerathishouse."

"Whatareyougoingtowear?"

Ishrugandopenthetakeawayandsheboughtsteak.

"SoIwantedtotalktoyouaboutsomething."

"Ha!Iknewit!"

"Shutup!"



Shescramblesinherbagandtakesoutanenvelope.

Shehandsittomeandsitsbackbitingherlip.Iopen

itanditsaCV.Theirisacertificateofgraduationtoo.

"Iwasstudyingonline.Igotgraduatedayearago.It

wasonNkosinathis17thbirthdaysoIcouldn'ttake

theshineandIendedupforgetting.Langadoesn't

knowtoo.Beingastayathomemom wasneveron

mylist."

IsmileandreadoverherCV.Seeinganotherwoman

chasingherdreamsissoheartwarming.

"Ican'tbelieveyoudidn'ttellmeaboutanyofthis."

Shesmilesandshrugs.

"I'llhireyou."

Shelaughsandtakesmyhands.

"Thankyou."

ShestartscryingandIstandup.Ihugherasshe

cries.



KUHLEKONKE

BhekikhayawalksinwithSinenhlanhlaandhands

hertome.Itakehim from him wipingmybooband

insertitinhismouth.Ilookathim andIhatehowhe

lookslikehisfatherwithnosignofme.

"Sthandwasam."

Ilookupathim andhesmileskneelinginfrontof

mewhileholdingSne'shands.

"Itsbeenatoughyearforyou.Forallofus.I'm sorry

thatIthoughtyouwerejustactingupandthatyou

hatedourson.Iknewnothingaboutpostpartum

depression."

Ilookdownandhewipesmytear.Itakeoutmy

boobandlaySneonmyshoulderandrubhisback.

AftergivingbirthtoSneIhatedhim.Iloathedhim.

Unyeziwastheonewhonoticedsomethingwas

wrongwithmebyhowIdidn'twanthim tofeed.She

toldBhekikhayaaboutPostpartum depressionand

signedmeinatanasylum.Iwasalwaysexhausted

andIhadlostahugeamountofweight.Amandain

herboardingschoolwithnoonetohelpmeandthe



thoughtsthatifmymotherwashereitwouldbe

bettermadethingsworse.Unyezihelpedraisemy

childuntilIwasout.

"Letmetakehim tohiscot."

Ihandhim Sneandleaves.Iwasabletodealwith

thedeathofmyparentsandIfinallycontactedmy

father'sbrotherandIwenthome.Mychildcanhave

someonefrom myside.Bhekikhayacomesbackas

I'm cleaningaroundthebedroom.

"Kuhle.".

Ilookathim andhehandsmehishandinwhichI

take.Heholdsmeinhisarms.

"Willyoumarryme?"

Imoveawayfrom him andhetakesoutaringfrom

hispocket.

"Getdownononekneehawu."

Hechucklesandgetsdown.Hesmilesatme.

"Willyoumakemethehappiestmanandmarryme?"

Ismileandnodwithtearsstreamingdownmyface.



"Yes?"

"Yes!"

Heslidestheringonmyfingerandstandsup.He

kissesmeandwestayineachothersarms.

"WhattimearewefetchingAmanda?Shetextedme

thatsheisreadyforDecemberholidayswithher

nephew."

"Let'stakeabath.We'llfetchherafterlunch."

NKOSINATHI

IthrowtheballatLangaandhekicksitatPlutowho

justlooksatit.Hisgrowingoldandalwayssleeping.

We'llbesayinggoodbyetohim nextweek.They'll

injecthim andhe'lldiepeacefully.Mom doesn'twant

toletgoofhim buthisoldandsick.Hehascancer

andhaslostweight.WestopplayingandIsitnextto

Pluto.Him andUnyeziarethebestthingthatever

happenedtome.LangasitsnexttomeandPluto

layshisheadonhislap.

"Gotakeoffyouruniform beforeMom comesback.



Youknowshe'sstillwaitingforonemoremistake

andyourassiswhipped."

"ItwasmylastdayofschooltodaysoIwon'tneedit

anytimesoon."

"IwishIwasyou.Matriculantandallgrownup."

Ichuckleandbrushedhishairmakinghim groanand

hitmyhand.

"Growingupisnotfun.IwishIwas5again.Clueless.

Innocent."

Helooksatmeandsquintshiseyes.

"Whenwillyoutellmewhyyouquittherapy?"

"You'rejustakidLanga.Therearesomething's

betterunsaid."

Henodsandtakesoutwinegumsfrom hispocket.

HehandsmesomeandIacceptthem.

"Doyoumissher?"

Ilookathim confusedandhelooksatmeandblinks

annoyed.Ohher.

"Allthetime.Schoolhasn'tbeenthesamewithout



her.Ismellherinmyroom sometimes.Ihadtostop

listeningtoourvoicenotes."

Henodsandthrowsawinegum intheairand

catchesitwithhismouth.

"Youloveherdon'tyou?"

Ilookathim chuckling.

"HaiboLanga.Howoldareyouagain?"

Heshakeshisheadatme.

"I'm turning11butjustcauseI'm achilddoesn't

meanI'm stupid."

Ilookathim andnod.Hekeepssurprisingme.Pluto

standsupandrunsinthehouse.

"Mom'shome."

Irunupstairstomyroom totakeoutmyuniform

beforeshemurdersme.ShewalksinwithNkanyezi

whoiseatingSimbas.Guessshefetchedhim from

AuntThandos.Auntsmaidlooksafterhim when

Mom haserrands.

"Heymom."



"Heybaby.How'stherapy?"

LangasideeyesmeandIclearmythroat.

"Helpful."

Shetakesoffhersunglassesandputthem onthe

counterwithherhandbag.

"DoyouknowhowmuchIpaypersession?"

IshakemyheadandgrabahandfulofNkanyezi's

chips.

"R2000perhour.ImaginehowmuchIpayinayear."

Inodandsheopensthedrawersinthekitchen.I

don'tunderstandwherethisisgoing.

"ThemoneyIuseforyourtherapyismylifesavings

money.Idon'twork."

Shestandnexttothestovewithawoodenspoonin

herhand.

"ImetSandratoday."

SandrapromisednottotellherthatIstopped

coming.



"Shetoldmeyoustoppedattendingyoursessions

andyouthreatenedhernottotellme."

Igulpasshewalkstowardsme.Imoveback.

Sandraisgoingtopayforthis.Ididn'teventhreaten

her.Ijusttoldhertonottellmom orpayheravisit.I

wasjustjoking.WhatcouldIdo?

"Wozala."(Comehere.)

She'scrazy.Imaginegettinganasswhoopingat18.

Sikes!

"Mama."

"Nathi."

"Eisholedi.I'llgotoherofficerightnow."

"Verywellthen.I'llcallherandask.IfnotNkosinathi

you'llfeellikeyourassisonfire."

InodandshethrowsthespoonatmeandIduck

runningoutthedoor.IshakemyheadwhenIget

outside.Dad'scardrivesinandhegetsoutasthe

driverparkinfrontofme.

"Uyaphi?"(Whereareyougoing?)



"Therapy."

"Shefoundout?"

Inodandhelooksbehindhim beforeleaningonhis

car.

"What'swrongboy?ImaynottalkaboutitbutIknow

andcanseesomethingiseatingyouup.Ithasbeen

foryearsbutnowitsatitspeak.Isityourmother's

deathcauseyouchangedafterherdeath?"

Iclenchmyjawandhands.

"Itisisn'tit?Lookson-"

"Youwon'tgetitBaba."

IgetinthecarandthedriverdrivesoffafterItellhim

wherewe'reheading.

NOXOLO

Iwalkoutwithmymom oftheBridalBoutique.

"ThosedresseswerebeautifulNoxolo."

"Iknowmom butIdon'tlikethem."



Sherollshereyesandwebothgetintoourcarsand

hootateachotheraswedriveoff.Ipromised

Ndabenkhulutohavelunchwithhim todaysoIdrive

tohisrestaurant.Iwalktohisofficeandhehasa

indoorpicnicsetupgoingon.Ismiletakingoffmy

heelsandputtingmybagdown.

"Khulu.",Igreet.

Hesmilesandcomestowardsme.Heliftsmeup

andturnsaroundwithus.

"Howdidthedressfittinggo?"

"Idon'tlikethosedresses."

"It'sokay.We'llgetanotherdesigner.MaybeRandy

even."

Ismileandkisshim.Hiskissesstillleaveme

breathless.Wepulloutandsmile.

"Iloveyou."

Iclosemyeyesandsigh.

"Iloveyoutoo."

HeholdsmetighterandIlaymyheadonhischest.



"Thechefcookedyourfavoritemeal."

"Hecookedyou?"

Helaughsandwesitdown.Sampandbeanswith

hotbeefcurry.Iclapmyhandscausinghim tolaugh.

"Saneleisprobablyhomebynow."

"Yeah.Ihadhisfooddroppedoffatourhousefor

him."

Inodsmiling.HeisallI'vebeendreamingaboutand

more.

TSHEGO

Iam attheinternetcafémakingphotocopies.Iam

signingupforNSFASwiththehopesofgetting

approved.IfIdon'tfindabursarysoonIdon'tknow

howI'llstudynextyear.Iam runninglowoncash

andI'm stressedout.Iam scaredofaskingmy

grandmothertohelpsinceshe'salreadyhelpingwith

mygroceries.Mylunchtimeisalmostover.Itake

everythingandstuffthem inmybag.Iruntowork

andwhenIgetthereI'm heavingandwheezing.I



didn'tgettimetoeatandI'm hungrybutIgotto

grind.IfoundthisjobasawaitressatsomeIndian

restaurantandthetipsarehandy.

"Ineedyouontable5Maluda.",Sandyorders.

"Okaywhere'smyapronandheels?"

"Behindthecounter."

Iwearmyheelsandapronandwalktotable5.Iput

onmysmileandtakedowntheirorder.Itsavery

highstandardrestaurantandwewearformal.Itpays

wellandI'vebeensaving.Imightbeabletopayfor

thefirstsemester.IdonthaveanyclassestodaysoI

tookafulldayin.

NKOSINATHI

IenterSandra'sofficeandsitdown.Shelooksup

from hernotebookandsmiles.Shestopssmiling

whensheseesthelookonmyface.

"Areyoucrazy?"

Shelooksatmeblinking.



"Icouldn'tkeeplying."

"Iaskedifyouwerecrazynotifyouweregoingto

keeplying."

Shestandsupignoringmeandgetsmyfilewhichis

thinnerthattheothers.

"Let'sstartwithoursession."

Ichuckleandsitupstraight.

"YouneedtoletcertainthingsbeSandra.WhatI

knowisasecretdeeperthanPhoraslyrics."

Shesitsdownandopensmyfile.

"Thelasttimeyouwalkedoutofhereyounearly

talkedbutyoufearsomething.Someone."

Shecrossesherlegsandherskirtgoesuprevealing

hercreamythigh.She'swearingablousetodaythat

revealshercleavage.HerjugslookbeautifulshouldI

say.

"Nkosinathi."

Ilookatherandshelooksdownatherbook.

"Yourmother.Shediedwhenyouwereyoung.Do



youmissher?"

"Sometimes.Shewasn'tthatmuchofamother.The

onlytimeImissheriswhenIseeaR100000worth

LouiseVuittonbag.Shecaredmoreaboutherheels

morethanus."

Shenodswritingdown.Herwritingnotesirritates

me.

"Stopthat."

"What?"

"Stoptakingnotes.I'm notalecturer.Listenandask

questions.Nonotes.",Iorder.

"Itsamust."

"StopitSandra."

Sheputsitdownandleansback.

"Doyouhateher?Yourmother?Biological."

"No.Yes.Idontknow.IhatethatImissher

sometimes.Shewasawhore.SleptwiththeGardner

mostlywhenDadwasn'tallowed."

"Thefactthatsheranawayleavingyoubehind.Does



itangeryou?"

"No."

"Doyouthinkyou'lleverwanttomeetheragain?"

Irubmyface.Howdowanttomeetadeadperson

Sandra?Igroan.

"You'reabeautifulladySandra."

Shegulpsandsitsproperly.

"Okay.Backtothe-"

"Shutup."

Shestaresatmesurprised.

"Idon'twanttotalkaboutmymother.Itpissesme

off.Let'stalkaboutyou."

"Thatsinappropriate."

"Idon'tcare.Areyouseeingsomeone?"

"No."

Shestandsupandgoestothelittletableatthe

cornerandpourswaterinaglass.Istandupand

standbehindher.I'm tallerthanherevenifshe's



wearingheels.MsSamboisaveryshortindividual.

Sheturnsaroundandspillswateronmeinshock.

"Sorry."

"Itsokay."

ItakeoffmyhoodieandI'm lefttopless.Ihavebeen

workingonmyphysiqueasasoccerplayer.Ithas

improvedImightsay.

"Wecan...Uhm...Gobacktoourseats."

Shesayswithhereyesallovertheplace.She'snot

evenbreathing.

"BreatheSandra."

Sheexhalesandgulpsdownherwater.Iputmy

handsoneithersideofthetabletrappingherin.

"Whatare-"

Icutheroffbykissingher.Shetasteslike

strawberries.Sherespondsandmanherlips.Sheis

agoodkisserI'llgiveherthat.Shepullsoutjustasit

getsheated.

"Wecant.You'rekid."



"I'm legal."

"You'remypatient."

"Stopwiththeexcuses."

Ikissheragainandshereplieswithjustasmuch

hunger.Ipickherupandsheissurprised.Ilayher

onthecouchgettingbetweenherlegswhile

unbuttoninghershirt.

"Thedoor."

Igetupandlockitkickingoffmyshoes.Igetin

betweenherlegsagain.Ihelpheroutofherbraand

Irubandpinchhernippleswhilekissingherneck.

7ShemoansbeautifullyandIhardenfully.Ilifther

skirtupexposingredlace.Shelooksgoodinred.

Herthighsarebeautifulandthick.Isearchmy

pocketsandIfindacondom.Luck.Itearitopenwith

mymouthandinertit.Shelooksdownatme.

"Howoldareyouagain?"

"18."

IslideherpantiestothesiderevealingaBrazilian

Wax.She'salreadywet.Irubmyselfonherbefore



insertingmyselfandherpussywallsswallowmein.

"Fuck!You'resowarm andtight."

She'stight,warm andsoft.Idon'tthinkI'llregret

attendingtherapytoday.

Ithrustdeeperandshemoansbitingherlips.

"Mmmmh."

Istartmovingandlookdownbetweenuslookingat

howsheswallowsmydickinsideher.

"Ah!Nkosinathi!Ah!Shit!"

She'smoaningloudlyandgrippingmyarmsdigging

hernailsinmyskin.Thatsgoingtoleaveabruise.

They'llhealliketherest.

"Keepitdown."

Shebitesherlipssubsidinghermoans.Imightstart

attendingtherapyagainifI'llgetsuch.

LANGALAKHE

UnyeziischeckingonPlutowwithNkanyezi.Langa



isvisitingSanelefortheweekend.Iopenthesafe

andtakeoutmygunleavingUnyezis.Iputitaround

mytracksuitwaistbandandcoveritwithmyhooodie.

Unyeziwalksinthebedroom andIclosdthesafe

andexitthecloset.

"Mawabongisacwalaisganga."(I'm goingout.)

"Oh.Iwantedustotalk."

"I'llbebackbeforedinner.I'm meetingwiththe

guys."

Shenodsandkissesme.

"WhatshouldIcool?"

"Yousaidyouhadaheadacheright?Order."

"Okay.Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Ikissheronelasttimeandheadtomycar.Idriveto

Khulekanishouseinspeed.WhenIarriveeveryoneis

there.

"Icutmylunchdateshortbecauseofyou.",

Ndabenkhulu.



"Zishubilebafo."(Itsheated.)

"Zishani?"(What'swrong?),Khulekani.

"RememberNkanyambaZikode?"

Alltheguysfacesturnserious.

"Whatdoeshewantnow?"

"LangalamiandNkosinathi.Hisdaughterschildren.

Ifnotheishandingmetotheauthoritiesfor

Bongekasdeath.Hehasrecordingsofustellinghim

wewillgivehim hisdaughtersbodyofhedoesn't

talk.HealsowantsR1million."

Mydadstandsupandfixeshissuit.

"Ileftmywomanforthis?Bhekikhaya."

Bafolooksatdad.

"Killhim."

Henodsstandingup.

"You.GetridofthatSwanepoelgirl.Itsbeenayear.

Londonseemslikeagoodplaceforhertorelocate."

Hewalksoutmumblingandcussingus.



"Itoldyounottohaveaconscienceandyouwent

aheadandgaveZikodedaughters

corpse.",Bhekikhaya.

Hestandsupclickinghistongue.

"LeaveSwanepoeltome.DealwithwhateverNathiis

facing.",Ndabenkhulu.

Weallstandup.

"Getoutofmyhouse.Ihavetopickupmywoman

from work.",Khulekani.

Wegetintoourcars.

"RemindThandototakeherpills."Khulekanireminds

me.

Isendheratextanddriveoff.
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UNYEZI

Langagetsbackandputshisguninthesafe.Iwait

forhim untilhesitsdownandhesighs.

"DoIneedtocarrymygunaround?ShouldIstop

drivingmyself?",Iaskhim.

Hebrusheshisfaceandpullsmetohim.

"No.We'llhandleit.Itsnothingbig."

Inodandsitonhislapstraddlinghim.

"Yousaidweneededtotalk."

Inodandclearmythroat.

"RememberwhenItoldyouthatIwasstudying

online?"

Henodsandlaysonthebedwithhishandsunder

hishead.Ipulltheenvelopefrom thebedsideand

handittohim.Hetakesitandtakesoutthe

certificate.Hefurrowshiseyebrowsandthensmiles.

Hesitupandkissesme.

"WhatdoIcallyou?DrKhuzwayo?"



"Yes.Therapistinthehouse."

Hesmilesandkissesmeagain.

"I'm proudofyou."

Ifeelmychestwarm upandIshiverabitfrom the

goosebumps.Thosewordssoundsospecialtome.

"Haveyoutoldyourfather?"

Ishakemyheadandhetakesouthisphonedialing

myDad'snumber.Itringsandheanswers.

"Mkhwenyana."(Son-in-law.)

"Baba.I'm withUnyezi."

Helooksatmeandnods.

"Baba."

"Ndodakazi."

"NgiphetheidegreeyokubayiTherapistlaesandleni

sami."(Iam holdingaTherapistsdegreeinmyhand.)

Ihearshoutingandmyauntandmkhulusvoice

comesthrough.

"Yililili!Nazoke!Gema!Mshingila!",myauntululates



andrecitesmycalm nameshappily.

"Idlozilivumilemtanam."(Theancestorshave

blessedyou.),Mkhulu.

MysmiledisappearsandLangalooksatme.

"Byebye.Sophindesifoune."(We'llcall.),Langacuts

in.

Hedropsthecallandlooksatme.Heopenshis

mouthandIshakemyheadandhenods.

"Also.IgavemyCVtoThandoandshehiredme.I'll

bestartingnextweek.Ineedsomeonetolookafter

mykidswhileI'm atwork."

Helaysbackdownonthebedwithhiseyebrows

furrowed.

"You'reonlytellingmeallthisnow?"

Ilookdownandplaywithhem ofhisT-shirt.

"Iwantedtosurpriseyou."

"I'm surprisedandproudbutyouknowIhate

surprises."

"Sorry?"



Hefacepalmsandshakeshishead.

"Waaah.Where'sNkosinathi?"

"Hecamebackandsleptaftertherapy.I'm starting

tostressLanga.Itsbeenayearandstillnoprogress.

Hechangesgirlseveryweek.Heisalwaysatthe

gym.Hedoesn'teatdinnerwithus.Heisn'tbeingan

18yearold.I'm losinghim."

"I'm justasworriedandIdon'tknowwhattodo.I'm

thinkingoflettingDadintervene."

Inodatthis.Langamovesundermeandhisgroin

rubsagainstmine.HedoesitagainandIputmy

handsonhisabs.

"Comehere."

IsmileandhepullsmyhandandIfallontopofhim.

Hegrabsmyfacegentlyandkissesmetenderly

whilehisotherhanduntiesmybraids.I'm justinhis

T-shirtsohepullsitovermyheadandthrowsit

acrosstheroom smirking.Hetraceshishandtomy

boobsandhesqueezesthem andIlickmylowerlip.

HerunshishandonmybackandIshiverathis

touch.Ihelphim outofhisT-shirt.Hegrabsmybutt



andgrindsmefrom thebottom causingmeto

matchhismovements.Myhandspullhis

sweatpantsdownalongwithhisCalvinKlein

underwearandheliftshisbuttupandkicksthem off

alongwithhisshoes.Hiserectandhiscockis

drippingprecum.Hishandtravelsbetweenmy

thighsandheslidesmyg-stringtothesideandslips

afingerinsidemyvaginaandIsquirm.Hesucksa

breath.

"You'resowet."

"Allforyou."

Heuseshisstrengthandtearsmyg-stringandhe

smileswinkingatme.I'm usedtohim doingthisby

now.HeliftsmeupandIhelpslidehim in.Imoan

andhegroansgrippingmywaisttight.Hestarts

movingunderneathmewhileholdingmywaisttight

andhethrustsaredeep.

.

I'm abouttocum andLangapullsmyhands.Heis

movingundermemeandImoan.Mywholebody

shakesasIcum.Langadoesn'tstopmovingandI



am shaking.Hethrustsonemoretimebefore

spillingallhisseedsinsideme.Heliftsmeupand

takeshimselfout.HelaysmeonthebedandI'm

shaking.MybodylungesforwardandImoanasan

aftereffectorgasm hitsme.

"Shit!",Langacusses.

Ifeelhim hardenonmythigh.Aloudbangfollowed

byascream disturbshim asheisabouttopenetrate

meagain.Welookateachother.Webothstandup.I

pullhisUnderwearandT-shirtonfastrunningout.I

followtheragingscream andbanginganditsfrom

Nkosinathisroom.Langastandsnexttomeand

looksatme.Hetriesopeningthedoorbutitslocked.

HekicksthedooropenandwefindNkosinathiwith

hisheadbetweenhiskneesandhisweeping.

"Babe.Gocheckthekids.I'lldealwiththis."

Inodreluctantlyandleavethemessyroom.Ihead

forLangasroom andheisn'tthere.Ifindhim in

Nkanyezisroom andthey'replayingcars.

"Joinusmommy.",Langa.

"ComeMama.",Nkanyezi.



Isitnexttothenandgrabacar.Mythoughtswonder

totheotherroom.

LANGA

Isitnexttohim onthefloor.Hishandsarebleeding.

"Nkosinathi."

Heraiseshisheadandlooksatme.Helookstired.

"What'swrong?You'vewreckedyourbedroom.Isn't

therapyhelping?"

"Whatisitsupposetohelpwithprecisely?"

"Idon'tknow.Tellme.Thisbehaviour."

"IfItalkedyou'dgotojail.DoyouthinkIlikehaving

sleeplessnights?Ihavefuckingnightmares!Have

beenforyears!"

"WhywouldIgotojail?Whatnightmares?",Iask

confused.

"Isawyouokay!Isawyou!"

Hestandsupangrilyandrunshishandonhishead.



"Isawyoustrangleher!Yourhandswrappedfirmly

aroundherneckasshechokedandyoulookedinto

hereyesasshetookherlastbreath.Youliedtous

andsaidsheranawayandleftusbehind.Doyou

knowthatthatdidtoLanga?Hegrewupthinkinghis

ownmotherdidn'twanthim?Shedidn'tbuthedidn't

knowthat!"

Hesitsdownandcrieslouder.Isittherelookingat

him asIfeelmyheartbeatextremelyfast.Noway!

Hecouldn'thaveseenme!

"Nkosinathi.Itwasn'tme.Iwasn'tinmyrightstate

ofmind.Physicallyitwasmebutmentallyad

spirituallyitwasn'tme.Iknowyouwon'tbelieveme

butyourmotherangeredtheancestorswithherlies

and..."

IrubmyeyesasIfeelthem sting.Allthememories

comeback.

"Khokhotookoverme.Strangledyourmother.I

wokeupthenextdayandmyauntGogothe

sangomahadpulledmeoutofthetrance.Iam sorry

youhadtoseeandkeepthatwithyouforsolong.



I'm sorryIliedtoy'allbutIdidntknowhowtotelly'all.

Iwasscaredy'allmighthatemeify'allknew.I'm so

sorryson."

Iwipemytearsandhestandsup.Hehandsmea

handandItakeit.Heliftsmeup.

"IcanneverunseewhatIsaw.Tellmom tostopwith

thistherapytalk.Sandraisobligatedtocallingthe

copsonyouifshefindsout."

"Thankyou.Weallhadatherapistwhenwewere

young.I'llcallyourgrandfatherandyoucantalkto

him.I'm sorry."

"Itsokay.Iwon'tbesleepinghometonight.Ineed

somefreshair."

Inodandwatchhim ashepacksabagandleaves.I

sinkbackdownonthefloorandclosemyeyes.That

kidwillneverbethesameagain.Heneverwas

anyway.Itsallmyfault.

NOXOLO

Ishowhim thedressandhesmilesatme.



"Itsperfect.WhatchangedyourmindonBlackand

royalgowndress?"

"Idon'tknow.Ihavebeendraggingthiswedding.Its

justadress.I'm goingtofittingnextweekandthen

wecansetadate."

"Finally!"

Ilaugh.

"ShouldIdropy'alloff?"

"Nosthandwa.We'llbeokay."

Henodsandkissesmeandhandsmemykeys.

"Sanele!",heshoutsforhim.

"I'm coming."

Sanelecomesrunningoutfixinghiscricketbag.

"Idon'tunderstandwhyy'allcarrysuchbigbags."

"Youneverwillthenmom."

NdabenkhululaughsandIpunchhim playfully.Ikiss

him goodbyeandhefistbumpsSanele.Wegetin

thecarandNdabenkhulugetsinhis.Wedriveout



andhoot.

"Mom."

"Mmmh?"

"CanIcallMalumeNdabenkhuluDad?Imeanyou

guysaregettingmarried."

Istealaquickglanceathim beforefocusingonthe

roadagain.

"Yes.Ifyouwantto.Imean...Wow."

Ican'thelpthetearsthatstream downmyeyes.Iam

soproudofhowheiswillingtoopenupto

Ndabenkhulutakingafather'sroleinhislife.Thecar

swervesandbulletsflyinsidethecar.OninstinctI

coverSaneleaswhatIassumeasabulletripples

throughmyarm.Anothergoesthroughmythighand

Iscream.

"SiricallKhuzwayo!",Iscream inpain.

"CallingKhuzwayo."

Thephoneringsandheanswers.

"Missmealready?"



"Wejustgotshotdown."

"What?"

"We...Shot.Hurry."

MywordsslurasIloseconsciousness.Ihope

Saneleisokay.

NDABENKHULU

JustafterhercallIreceiveanalertfrom her

insurancecompanyandthey'realreadytakingthem

tothehospital.Iam alreadycallingtheguysthat

followher.

"Whothefuckshother?!"

"Boss.We'refollowedtheshootingcarandwehave

oneoftheguys.Oneranaway.We'retakinghim to

theHQ."

"Makesureheisreadyforme!"

Idropthephoneswearingandgettingintomycar.I

driveoffinspeedheadingtothehospital.Whoever

didthiswillregretit.Iruninsidethehospitalandthe



receptionisttellsmetowait.AdoctorpassesandI

grabhim.

"ANoxoloSilangwe.Shot.Whereisshe?"

"Err...She'sstillintheatre.Hersonisinward15.2nd

Floor."

Ilethim andhefalls.Iruntotheelevatorandittakes

timecomingdown.

"Fuck!"

Iruntothestepswhiletakingoffmyjacket.Irun

aroundlookingintoeachwarduntilIseeSanele.I

walkinandhislookingatthenews.

"Fianceandsonofmulti-billionairebusinessguru

NdabenkhuluKhuzwayohavebeenshotdown."

IswitchofftheTVandhelooksatme.Hehasa

slingonhisarm.

"Heyson."

Isitonthechairnexttohisbed.

"Dad.Howismom?Shestoodinthewayandshe

tookallthesebullets.I...She..."



"DidyoujustcallmeDad?"

HenodsandIhughim.

"Ouch."

"Sorry.Sorry."

Iletgoofhim andrubthestingoffmyeyes.

"Ihaven'theardanythingaboutyourmom.Theysaid

she'sstillintheatre."

"Ihopeshe'sokay.Ican'tloseher."

"Metooson.Metoo."

Ilaymyheadonhisbedandsigh.I'm soscaredof

whatthedoctorwillsay.

KUHLEKONKE

Idropthecallandsitdown.Ithoughtshehad

receivedherhappilyeverafter.Who'dwanttoshoot

her?Noxolodoesn'thaveaproblem withanyone.

BhekikhayawalksinwithAmanda.Amandatakes

Sneoutofhiscotandsmilesatme.Theynoticemy

mood.



"What'swrongsisi?"

"Noxolo...She..."

Iwipeawaymytears.

"What'swrongPeach?",Bhekikhaya.

"NoxoloandSanelewereshotontheirwayto

Sanelesschool."

AmandasitsdownandBhekikhayatakeshiskeys.

"Shit!Bafo!"

Hewalksoutdialingonhisphone.Amandashushes

SneandIhandherhisfeedingbottle.

"Willtheybefine?"

Ishrugandmyheartjustdrops.Istanduptoget

somefreshair.Igotothebalconyinmyroom and

lookdown.ThereareguardsgettingoffSUVswith

gunsandBhekikhayaisorderingthem around.He

turnsaroundlooksatme.Heputsahandonhis

chestandmouths.

"Iloveyoupeach."

"IloveyoutooKhuzwayo."



Hegetsinhiscaranddrivesoffinspeed.Myphone

ringsanditsMaluda.Ianswer.

"Isittrue?IjustsawNoxoloscaronthenewslive

anditswrecked.What'sgoingonKuhle?"

"It'strue.Idon'tknowTshegobutwhateveritis,is

abouttotakeusforalongride."

Shesighsandwesayourgoodbyes.Icall

Bhekikhayatoaskwhat'sgoingbuthedoesn'tgive

memuch.NoxoloandSanelebeterbeokay.

TSHEGO

Cartyresshriekingdisturbmefrom mytrainof

thoughts.Khulekaniburststhroughmydoor.

"Let'sgo."

"Khulekani.Gowhere?"

Hestartsthrowingmyclothesinsidemysuitcase.

"You'llbestayingatmyhouse.Itssaferthere.Fuck!"

"Iam workingnightshift.Ican'tbeatyourhouse."



"Quitwork."

"What?Ihavefeestopayfor."

"I'llpayyourfeesmanMaluda!Youwon'tbegoingto

schoolifyou'redead!"

Hepullsmebymyhandandherunswithmeoutto

hiscar.Thereareguardsnexttohim withAK-47and

bulletproofs.

"Khulekanikwenzakalan?"(what'sgoingn?),Iask

worriedly.

Hethrowsmealookandwegetintohiscar.The

guardstakethesuitcasetothebigblackcars.They

followusaswedriveoffandI'm gettingfrustrated.

Areweindanger?Ican'tevenaskthisZuluman

causehe'llgiveme'theeye'onlyandIdontlikethe

angryhim soIjustmindmyownbusiness.

NKOSINATHI

Dadfetchedmefrom myapartmentwithSbhamu

andtheotherguards.AuntNoxoloandSanelegot

gunnedtodayinthemorningandeveryoneisallover



theplace.Mom ismakingussomethingtoeatwith

NkanyeziandLangaonhersideliketheygluedthere.

Myphoneringsandeveryonelooksatme.It's

Amanda?Iansweritandexcusemyself.

"Nkosinathi."

"Hey."

"Hey."

"Soyou'reback?"

"Yeah.Camebackyesterday."

"Nice."

"Yeah."

"LookManda.Itskindofhecticrightnow.CanIcall

youlater?"

"Okaybye."

"Bye."

Idropthecallandlookatmyphone.She'sback.I

wanttoclaparoundandsingbutknowinghowmuch

Iloveherbutstillcan'thaveherbrushesmeoffthe

wrongway.IsitnexttoDadandheputshisarm over



me.

"Whydontyoujusttellherhowyoufeel?"

"Shewantsmetodealwithmyissuesbeforewecan

pursueanything.Ilosemytemperalotanditscares

her.Ican'tevenpinchawomanbutsheisn'ttaking

chances."

Helooksatmeandnods.

"Iruinedyoudidn'tI?"

"Huh?"

"Whatyousaw.Itruinedyoudidn'tit?"

"Maybealittle."

"Yourmotherhasbeencomplainingaboutthegirls

you'bang'."

Ichuckle.

"Ifitwereuptomom.I'dbeavirginbynow."

Helaughs.

"Itoldheraboutquittingtherapyandsheagreed.

ShecalledSandraandshesaidshecan'tletyou



canceltherapylikethat.Sheinsistsyouneedher

help."

"Yeahright."

Helooksatmebeforelaughing.

"Yousleptwithherdidn'tyou?"

Itryignoringhim bychangingchannels.

"Youdid!"

"Sshh.Mom willhearyou."

Heputshisfistsonhismouthstiflinghislaughter.

"Sodidyou?"

"Yes.Shekeptaskingmequestionsanditwas

pissingmeoff."

"Yourmotherwillkillyouifshefoundout."

"Foundoutwhat?",Mom.

Wealmostjumpoutofourseatsinfear.

"Nothing.What'shappeningatthehospital?",Dad.

"She'sinaninducedcoma.Shehadtwobullets.One

onherarm.Oneonherthigh.Shealsobrokearib



from theforceshehitthesteeringwheel.",Mom.

"Sanele?",Dad.

"Ndabenkhuluisdroppinghim offhere.Hesounds...

Idon'tknow.",Mom.

"I'llbegoingwithhim whenhearrives.Thereare

guardsoutside.Don'tleavethehouse.",Dad.

Hestandsupandrunsupstairsastheguardsalert

usthatMalumeNdabenkhuluisherewithSanele.

DadrunsdownstairsandmeetsSaneleonhisway

out.Hegreetsandrunsout.LangarunstoSanele

askinghim howhefeels.Mom looksatmeandI

shrug.Igotomyroom tochangethangodownto

thegym.MymindiscrowdedandIcan'tevenleave

thehouse.
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THANDO

Ozocallsmeandtellsmehisoutside.Itellthe

guardstolethim in.Hewalksinandsitsnexttome.

"Youstoodmeup.Again."

"Didn'tyousayyouwereleaving?"

Hechucklesandlooksatme.Heturnsmyheadto

lookathim.

"Iam here.ImissedmyflightcauseIhadthehopes

thatyou'dpullup.IlostabilliondealcauseIneeded

toseeyou."

Ilookathim andherubshisthumbsundermyeyes.

"What'swrong?Youhaveeyebags.Youlooktired."

"Myfamilymaybeindanger.Mybrother'swifewas

shotyesterdayandwe'reonlockdownthat'swhyI

couldn'tmakeit."

"Whatdoyoumeanyourfamilymightbeindanger?"

"Exactlythat."



"Youmightbeindanger?"

Hetakesouthisphoneandexcuseshimself.He

comesbacklater.

"Myguysareontheirway.Yoursecurityain't

enough."

Ilookathim.

"What?Mysecurityisfine."

"Idon'tcare.Mymenaremoreelite."

Ilookathim ashetakesoffhisjacket.

"Ialwaysseeyouinsuits."

"Icameherebeforework.Ijustdrovehereinstead."

"Isee."

"Haveyoueaten?"

"Mybrothersorderedmesomepizza.Nothingstays

down.I'm agitatedandfrustrated."

"Icancookifit'sokaywithyou."

IstandupandIlookathim.Histallerthanmeand

veryintimidating.



"Whatdoyouwantfrom meOzo?Itsbeenayear

andyoustillpersistent.Don'tyouhaveawife?

Girlfriend?Alife?"

"Ihaveawife."

"Oh."

Hecomesclosertomeandholdsmebythewaist.I

trypullinghishandsawaybuthisstrongerthanme.

"Pleaseleave.Yourwifemightbeworried."

Hechucklesandpullsmecloser.Iputmyhandson

hisfirm chest.Hesmellssogood.

"Youdon'tseem worriedtome."

"Huh?"

"Yousaidmywifemightbeworried.You'remywife."

"Slick.Youcanleave.I'llcookonmyown."

"Letmegetcooking."

Heperksmylipsandlet'smego.Hewalksgothe

kitchenrollinguphisshirttohiselbows.Whatthe

fuck?!



"GotakeashowerwhileImakeyousomething.",he

shoutsfrom thekitchen.

Ilookathim asheopensmycupboardssinging

somesong.Ishakemyheadandgotomyroom.I

stripnakedandgetinthebathroom.Idecideona

coldshower.

NDABENKHULU

We'vebeenatHQsinceyesterdayandwestillnot

gettingsomeanswers.

"Bafo.Ehlisaumoya."(Brother.Calm

down.),Khulekaniholdsmeback.

Ipushhim awayandgrabthemanwho's

responsibleformyfamiliesshooting.

"Lalela!Ukozinyaneladliwazingwenyakwaceba

iziziba!"(Listenhere!Nothinghappenswithout

consequences.),Ishoutinhisface.

"Boss."

WeallturnaroundandSkhalitakesoffhishat

wringingitinhishands.



"Yini?"(What?),Langaaskhim.

"Agroupofelitesoldiersjustarrivedandaretaking

ourmenout.Theysaytheywereorderedbya

SbusisoButhelezi.Ididabackgroundcheck.An

internationalbusinessguru.Hugeinvestor.Nowife.

Nokids.Justhismotherandfather.No

siblings.",Skhali.

Ilookathim andnod.HeleavesandIcallsomeof

theguys.

"Makesurehetalks.Fryhisballsifyouhaveto.",I

orderbarking.

Theynodandgrabtheculprit.Igrabmyjacketand

gunandweleave.Khulekaniistheonedriving.We

reachThandosplaceandourmenareoutside.

"What'sgoingonhere?",Bhekikhaya.

Themenpointinsideandtheyardisfilledwithmen

withguns.Langaopensthegateandwewalkin.

Theypointgunsatusandwepulloutourown.

"Bhuti!Ima!Sbusisotellthem toputtheirguns

down!",Thandoscreamsdressedinhertowel.



Theguynexttoherraiseshishandandtheyputtheir

gunsdown.

"ThandolwethuBeautyKhuzwayo!Kwenzakalani

la?!",Langashoutsangrily.

"Ubanilo?"(Who'sthis?),Bhekikhayaasks.

Thandoisjuststaresatuswide-eyed.

"I'm SbusisoButhelezi.ThandosBoyfriend.",theguy

talks.

"Thandoswhat?",Khulekaniasks.

"Boyfriend.",heanswers.

TheguyscockstheirgunsandThandojumpsin

frontofthisSbusiso.

"Imani."(Wait.),Itellthem.

Theyputtheirgunsdown.Iwalkclosertothetwo.

"Uyasazithina?"(Doyouknowus?),Iask.

"Ido...Babehlehla."(Move),hesaysmakingThando

standbesidehim.

"Siwobani?"(Whoarewe?),Iask.



"Abafana..."(Boys...),heclearshisthroatwhen

Thandopincheshim.

"AmadodanaakaKhuzwayo."(Khuzwayo

sons.),Sbusiso.

"Whatdoyouwantwithoursister?",Iask.

Helooksatherandsmilesabit.Ithrowalooktothe

guysandLangashrugs.

"Iloveher.Imadesomereinforcementsonher

securityjustasyoudidwithyourwives.SorryIdidn't

inform you.",heanswers.

Hisprideful.HelooksatThandowhorubsherarm.

She'sfeelingawkward.

"Thando.Doyouknowthisman?",Khulekani.

Shenods.

"Isheyourboyfriend?",Langa.

Shelooksathim andthanus.HelooksatherandI

am lookingateveryemotiongoingpasshiseyes.So

farhisgenuine.HelooksatherlikeIlookatNoxolo.

Hecan'tloveher.Hisnottheone.



"Yes.",Thandolies.

Langapushesthroughthem andgetsin.Wefollow

him andIlookatthesetwoagain.Heputshishand

onherlowerbackandleanstowardsherkissingher

temple.Thesetwoarenotdatingbutthere's

somethinghere.

"Gogetdressed.I'llstaywithyourbrothers.",he

whispers.

IwalkinsideandsitnexttotheTV.Iswitchitoff.He

comesinandThandogoestoherroom.Hesitsona

chairinfrontofus.Weallkeepquiet.

"Areyoudatingmysister?",Khulekaniasks.

"Honestyno.Iwouldlikeitifwepursuesomething

genuine.I'veknownherforayearandIlovedherthe

firsttimeIsawheratthemallaftersheknockedmy

carmirrorout.",Sbusiso.

"Doyouthinkthisisamovie?Oranovelperhaps?",

Khulekani.

"No.Doyou?",Sbusiso.

Mmmmh.ImakeafaceandBhekikhayasnickers.



"NeitherdoI.",Khulekani.

Wegobacktobeingquiet.Thisissoawkward.

"DoyouknowThandoisavirgin?",Langa

"Yes.",Sbusiso

"Youwillnotbangmysister.Youwon'tdoasmuch

asstickyourtonguedownherthroat.",Langa.

"Okay.ThatsenoughBhuti.Iam oldenoughtomake

myownchoices.",Thandojumpsin.

"No.You'renothavingsexThando.",Langa.

"I'm inmy20s.Whatdoyouexpectmetodo?",

Thando.

"Anythingbutsex.",Langa.

"Leaveherbafo.",Bheki.

"NoBafo.Yinganele."(She'sachild.),Langa.

"Okayokay.Thandowewilltalktoyoulater.Nina

letsgo.",Isaystanding.

IlookatSbusiso.

"Wentsizwa.Kindlytakeastepback.Youhaven't



weddedoursisterthereforeshe'sstillour

responsibility."

HenodsatmywordsandIpullthesebigheaded

foolswithme.

"Thatmanneedstoleave.",Bheki.

"Iagree.",Langa.

"Y'allhavetocometotermsthatThandowillhave

sex.Y'allmadethepoorkidbeavirgintillthislong.

Asambe!",Khulekani.

Igetintothecarandtheyfollowmumbling.Fools.I

drivetoHQ.WehavebiggerproblemsthanThando

havingsex.Idropthem offanddrivetothehospital.

UNYEZI

Itrycallinghim againandhefinallypicksup.Iletout

asighofreliefassoonasheanswers.

"Babe.Youfine."

"OfcourseI'm fine.",Langa.

"Whereareyou?Youdidn'tcomehomelastnight.I



wasworked.Ithought-"

"Calm down.I'm fine.Iwaswiththeguys.I'm onmy

wayhome.",Langa.

"Okay.Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Idropthecallandheaddownstairs.Langaand

Sanelearewatchingmovies.Akissingscenecomes

onandtheylaugh.Idiots.

"Where'sNkanyezi?"

"WithPluto.",Langa.

IheadtoPluto'sroom andNkanyeziisbrushinghis

fur.Wait.Whyisn'tPlutksstomachmoving?Ikneel

nexttohim andshakehim.Histongueissticking

out.

"No.No.Nkanyezihowlonghashebeenlikethis?"

"Idon'tknow.Tholeelele."(Foundhim sleeping.),he

answersinnocently.

"Okay.Gotoyourbrothersmybaby."

Henodsandrunsoffexcitedly.Idon'tevenhavethe



strengthtoreprimandhim.IliftPlutoupandintothe

garden.ItameashovelanddogunderourPeach

Tree.TheGardnercomestome.

"Ma'am.Whatareyoudoing?"

"Diggingagrave.",Ianswerwipingsnotoffmyface.

"Letmehelp.",heoffers.

"No.Letme."

Helooksskepticalatfirstbutgivesinandleaves.I

keeponwipingmytearswithmyjacketasIdiga

grave.Isitdowntiredandcry.Iknewhewassick.I

didntthinkhe'ddiesoearly.Iwonderifitwaspainful.

"Babe."

IturntothesoundofLangasvoice.Hewalks

towardsmeslowly.HelooksatPluto,thehalfdug

graveandme.

"Ishe...?"

Inodandhecloseshiseyes.Hetakestheshovel

from me.Herollsuphissleevesandstartdigging.I

holdPlutoinmyarms.GodknowshowmuchIloved

thisdog.



"Baby.Layhim in."

Iputhim inslowlyandbrushhisfur.Itakeoffhis

collarandmoveaway.Langathrowsthesandinside

andIwatchitcoveringupPluto'sfurryframe.Igo

calltheboys.Weallstandaroundthegrave.Nobody

saysanything.Plutowasmybestfriend.Thebest

nannyforthekidsicouldeverfind.Hewasa

likeabledog.EverybodylovedPluto.Afteroursilent

burialwegobackinside.Langafollowsmetoour

bedroom.

"Youokay?"

Inodandgetintohisarms.Hedoesn'tsayanymore

buttakesoffhisshoes.Iwaitforhim ashetakesoff

hisshirt.WegetinbedandIlayonhischest.

"Howiseverythingsofar?"

"Unclear.Theguywehavewon'tgiveanyoneup.We

hadanencounterwithThandosboyfriend.Mylittle

sisterisgoingtostarthavingsex."

"She'snotlittleanymore.Shenewstostartliving

especiallyafterthatSthembisoguybrokeher."



"Iknowbutit'shard."

"Nothingishard.Acceptit.Oh.Ifinallycancelled

Nathistherapy."

Helooksatmeandbeforenodding.

"Nkosinathisaweverything."

"Sawwhat?"

Hekeepsquietforawhile.Inoticehiseyesglaze

over.

"HesawitwhenIkilledhismother."

"Waitwhat?"

Henodsandrubshiseyes.Heliftsmyheadand

getsup.

"Didy'alltalkaboutit?"

Henodsandstandsupgoingtothebathroom.I

followhim buthehaslockedthedoor.Ileanontoit

andsigh.Letmegivehim space.Itakemyphone

andmyFacebookishavingadayatthemarket.

"UnyeziKhuzwayoiscohabitingwithanother

woman'sman.Mysisterleftwhenshethreatened



her.Sheturnedmysisterskidsagainstus.What

kindofwomanbasksinanotherwoman'stears?She

actsallholycausesheisan'activist'whilesheisa

homewrecker.You'renotevenmarriedtothatman

alreadyclaiminghissurname."

Sheeventaggedme.NtokozoMayezaisher

accountname.Icomment.

"IneversaidIwasanactivist.Futhiwhoareyou?

Stopbeingbitterandactmatured.Umdalaforthis."

SherepliescallingmenamesandIjustleavethem

there.MineandLangasmarriageandhowitworksis

forthebothofus.IncourtI'm officiallyhisand

traditionally.Justbecausewedidn'thaveahuge

weddingdoesn'tmeanwe'renotmarried.Iscroll

downmynewsfeedandpeoplearesharingthat

postsayingI'm agolddigger.Oneevenwentasfar

ascallingmea'trophywife'.Whyisallthis

happening?TheverysameNtokozotaggedme

againbutwithNoxolo,KuhleandTshego.

"They'reagroupofgolddiggers.Theytargetedthe

Khuzwayomensotheycanconthem.Itcantbea



coincidencethatfriendsaredatingagroupof

brothers."

Whatthefuckisthis?Iblockanddeleteherposts

anddeactivatemyFacebookaccount.Wedon'tneed

thisrightnow.Noxoloisinhospital.Heck!Mydog

justdies.Langagetsoutwrappedinatowel?

"Who'sNtokozoMayeza?"

"Bongekassister.Why?"

"Theonethatoncecalled?"

Henodslookingatme.Ishowhim thescreenshots.

"Whatisthis?ImetyouafterBongeka.IthoughtI

paidheroff."

Hetakeshisphoneanddialsbeforeputtingitonhis

ear.

"WhyisNtokozoharassingmywife?!What?!Why

am Ionlyfindingoutnowaboutthis?!Whyisshe

backinSA?!Argh!I'm coming!"

Hedressesupinahaste.

"Whereareyougoing?"



"I'llbeback."

Hekissesmycheekandleaves.Whatthefuckis

goingon?Ihaveafeelingsomeoneisouttogetus.

KUHLEKONKE

Bhekikhayawalksinlookingtired.Ihandhim acup

ofcoffeeandheadformyphone.Iscrollthroughmy

timelineandhandhim myphone.

"Read."

Helooksatmeconfusedbeforereading.Heclicks

histonguebeforetypingonmyphoneandputsitin

hispocket.

"Who'sthisNtokozo?She'sbeenatusallmorning.

Unyezievendeactivatedheraccount.What'sgoing

onBabakaSne?"

Hestandsupandrubshisface.Hepullsmetohim

andkissmyforehead.

"Idon'tknowMawakhe.I'm tryingtoconnectthe

dotshere.Thisseemslikeadistraction.Something

bigiscomingandbecauseofthatIhavetgoback."



"Youhaven'tslept."

"Iknow.I'm tiredbutIcan'tsleepwhilethereis

dangerlurking."

Inodandhekissesmepassionately.Ihoodonto

him fordearlife.Hepullbackandlayshisforehead

onminewithhiseyesclosed.

"IloveyouPeach."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Heholdsmetightlyandwebothsigh.Amanda

walksinwithacryingSne.

"ComehereKhuzwayoomncane.",Bhekikhaya

Amandahandshim Sneandhekisseshim allover

hisfacecausinghim togiggle.

"Ihavetotakeashowerandgoback."

InodandtakeSnefrom him.

"Let'sgobathbabyandcallSanele."

"Sisi.Ineedsometoiletries."

"Writeeverythingdownandgiveittoaguardoutside.



They'llbringit."

Shenodsanrunsupstairs.IlookformyphoneuntilI

realiseBhekikhayahasit.Igoupstairstobaththis

littleone.IwantedtocheckuponUnyeziand

TshegoguessI'llcallthem later.Ican'tevengovisit

Noxolosincewe'renotallowedoutside.

TSHEGO

"Whyareyousostubborn?"

"I'm notstubborn.Itscalledindependence.I'm not

withyouforyourmoney.I'm alreadybeingcalleda

golddigger!"

"I'm nothavingthisconversationrightnow.Iletyou

haveyour'independency'butIwon'thavemywoman

workingatarestaurant.You'reevenbehindonyour

schoolwork.FuckitmahnMaludayou'velost

weight!"

"Youknowwhat?"

Ithrowmyhandsintheairandwalkaway.

"Segongisakhulumanawe."(I'm stilltalkingtoyou.)



Iignorehim andgotohisroom.Myphonebeeps

againforthethousandthtimesinceIwokeup.That

girlisatitagain.

"Daughterofapedophileandrapist.I'm sureyou

helpedyourdadtrafficthosechildren."

Whatswrongwiththisgirl?Myfollowersand

Facebookfriendsdragher.

"Givemeyourphone."

IturnaroundandKhulekanihashishandsinhis

pocketwithhisthumbsoutandthumpingonhis

jeans.Ihandittohim.Hetakesitandreadsit

throughandIseehisholdtightenaroundit.

"Babe."

Helooksatme.Iholdhishandandheeaseshisgrip.

"It'sokay.Itdoesn'taffectme.Neithershoulditto

you."

"I'llstopthisbabyIswear."

Inodandwrapmyarmsaroundhistorso.Helays

hischinonmyhead.



"Iknowyouwill.Ihateitwhenwefight."

"You'retheonealwaysfighting.You'realways

challengingmeanditpissesmeoff.Justacceptmy

money.Idon'tworkmybuttoffformywomanto

workasawaitress.Dadalmostkilledmewhenhe

foundout."

"I'm justusedtodoingsomething'sonmyown.I

loveyouandnotyourwallet."

"IknowbutI'dloveitifyou'dspendmymoney."

"I'lltry."

Henodsandkissesmyheadbeforepullingaway.

"Ihavetogo."

"Again?"

"Yes.Ifyouneedanythingpleasetelltheguards."

Inodandhekissesme.Irubatthestubblegrowing

andfeelitscratchmyfingertips.Isighintothekiss

andrelaxintohishold.

NKOSINATHI



Ihavebeenupsince05h00am andIhavebeenat

thegym since.MybodyisachingbutIkeepongoing.

Igetoffthetreadmillandgotakeabottleofwater.

Mom walksinandstandbythedoor.

"Breakfastisready.Aren'tyouhungry?"

"I'llbetheremom."

Igulpdownthewaterandadizzyspellhitsme.I

holdontothetableandMom walksclosertome.

"Boy?"

"I'm...Argh...Fine."

IgetagripofmyselfandIstandupright.Mom looks

atmewithworry.

"Youdidn'teatdinneryesterday.Youdidn'teat

breakfast.You'reexhaustingyourbodywithallthese

exercises."

"You'readoctornowhuh?"

ShelooksatmeandIrubmyeyes.

"Sorrymom.Ididn'tmeanto."

Sheclickshertongueandleaves.Itrywalkingafter



herbutmybodyfailsmeandIfallwithaloudthump.

MyvisionblursasIseeblackspotscloudmyvision.

Ihearrunningfootstepsandmom'svoice.

"Ohmtanam."(Mychild.)

Ifeelmyslefslipintounconsciousness.

NDABENKHULU

Ireceivedacallfrom mybrothersinthemorning

tellingmeaboutBongekassisterbeingbackintown

andcyberbullyingthegirls.

"Segoisgoingtogivemeahasslebeforecoming

here.",Khulekani.

We'reatasafehouseinKwaNdongaziyaduma.Itsa

goodmileawayfrom Durban.IhadNoxolobought

hereandhiredanurseanddoctor.She'sgoingto

wakeuptomorrow.IdontknowwhatI'llsaytoher

whensheseeksanswersasIdon'thaveanyright

now.

"Idon'tcarehowtheygethere.Dadisgoingtobe

stayinginthecottagewithhiswoman.We'llbe



occupyingthishouse.Itsbigenohghforeveryone.I

spoketotheChiefandhewillmakesurenoone

entershisterritorywithoutbriefingus.",Itellthem.

"IthinkNtokozoknowswhoorderedthathiton

NoxoloandSanele.Itcan'tbeacoincidencethatshe

comesbackandherfatherthreatensusandthan

Noxologetsshot.",Bhekikhaya

"MaybebutwhatIdontgetiswhygoafterNoxolo

andnotmyfamily.",Langa.

"WhatifitsNoxolosex?",Khulekani.

"MaybebutIhavemyguysontheinsidewatching

hiseverymove.",Isay.

"Noteveryguyisonourpayroll.Maybehehas

someonedoinghisdirtyworkforhim.",Bhekikhaya.

"Payhim avisit.Somethingistellingmethathehas

Nkanyambainhiscorner.WhatIdon'tgetis

Ntokozo.Wheredoesshefitin?",Langa.

Weallsitdownandwetrymakingsenseofathis.

"CallthatSbusisoguy.",Khulekani.

"Why?",Langa.



"Wealldontlikehim butheseemslikehehasa

greateliteforce.",Khulekani.

"Idon'thavehisnumbers.",Isayhentheylookatme.

IdobutI'm notcallinghim.

"Okaythan.I'm callingThando.",Khulekani.

Hedialshernumbersanditringsforawhile.

"Hello.",theSbusisoguyanswers.

Langarollshiseyesandmumbles.

"WhereisThando?",Khulekani.

"Sheispackingforthatsafehouseofyours.",

Sbusiso.

"Giveherthephone.",Khulekani.

Ilookathim.Didn'thesayhewantedtotalktothis

guy?

"Y'allreallythinky'allarehidingwherey'allat?Just

becausey'allinthemiddleofmountainsdoesn't

meany'allunseen.",Sbusiso.

IgesturewithmyhandforKhulekanitogivethe



phonetome.Hehandsitover.Iputitoff

loudspeakerandstandup.Iwalkawayfrom the

guys.

"Sbusiso.Doyouvaluemysisterssafety?"

"Yes."

"Helpus.Borrowussomeofyourmen."

"Thatiseasy."

"Idon'tknowwhatyourstoryiswithmysisterbut

treatherlikeshe'sanegg."

"Youdon'thavetoworryaboutyoursister.Just

causeIknowyourfatherI'm willingtohelpyallout.

I'llsendovermygeekguyandPI.Withyourteam

andminecombinedI'm surewe'llfindwho'soutfor

y'all.",Sbusiso.

"Thanksman."

WedropthecallandIlookattheguys.Iwalk

towardsthem andstandinfrontofthem.

"TellDadwe'recomingover.Callyourwomenand

tellthem topack.",Itellthem.



IhandKhulekanihisphoneandhenods.Ileaveto

checkonNoxoloandshe'ssleepingpeacefully.

"I'llbebackbabe."

Ikissherdrylipsandherforehead.Iwalkoutand

tellthedoctortokeepagoodeyeonher.Ihaven't

sleptatallandIwon'tbetillwefindoutwho's

behindallthis.Theseleadspointstodifferentplaces.

MyphonepingsandIlookatthemessagefrom

Skhali.

"Thehitmantalked."

IthrowmyphoneatLangaandgrabmykeysasthey

readthroughit.Weallgetintoourcarsracing.

THANDO

Ipopmypillsanddrinkwater.Ilookatthebottleof

pillsandrotateitinmyhand.

"You'redone?"

Ijumpinshockandquicklyshovethepillsinmy

suitcaseandzipit.Iturnaroundandgivehim atight

smile.



"You'reokay?",heasks.

"Yeah.Yeah.Uhm...Whenareyouleaving?"

Helaughsandwalksinsideclosingthedoorbehind

him.

"Thando.Ayearhaspassedandyou'restillrunning

from me.Iloveyou.Genuinely.Whatareyouso

scaredof?"

"WhatifyourealiseinthelongrunthatI'm notthe

oneyou'relookingfor?Plusyou'reolderthanme."

Heholdmywaistandrubsonmeusinghisthumbs.

"I'm notanoldman.I'm oldenoughtoknowwhatI

want.I'm oldenoughtoknowwhenandwithto

settledownwith.I'm 7yearsolderthanyou.More

wiser.IneverthoughtI'dlovesomeoneasyoungas

youbutIdo."

Ilookdownandheliftsmychinupwithhisindex

finger.

"I'm notgoingtopressurizeyouintodoinganything

you'renotcomfortablewith.Yourbrotherswouldkill

me."



Ilaughandhesmiles.Hedoesn'tlook30butwhen

hetalksyoucanhearfrom hiswordsthathismature

andgrown.Hesleptheretonightandhadoneofhis

guysbringhim clothes.Wedidntsleeponthesame

bed.Hetookthecouchcausehedidn'twanttosleep

intheguestroom wherewe'llbeseparatedbyawall.

"Sbusiso."

"WhatdidIdo?"

"Nothingbutcanyoubepatientwithme."

"Ihavebeenforayearsomypatienceskillsareon

steroids."

"Forayearandthanyoudecidedtojustwalkintomy

houseandstayoverwithoutconsent."

Heshrugsandliftmeupcausingmetoshriek.I

wrapmylegsaroundhiswaist.

"Youneededme."

HesitsonthebedIcanfeelhismanhoodunderme.

"You'rebeautiful."

Ismileandhepullsmyheadclosertohiswithhand



behindmyhead.Hebreathsandpartshislips.He

sucksonmylowerlipandIfollowhisleadsucking

hisupperlip.Iuntanglemylegsaroundhim put

them oneithersideofhisthighs.Hegrabsmybutt

andliftsmeup.Ihavemyhandsonhisbicepsand

they'reflexingundermypalms.Heturnsusaround

andpullsout.

"We'renotgoingtodoanything.Okay?"

Inodandhesmiles.HehelpsmeoutofmyT-shirt.

"Fuck."

Herunshishandovermybreastsandsqueezes

them.Hetrailswetkissesfrom myneckandstops

bymyboobskissingthem.Hesucksandlickson

eachareola.HeblowsaironmywetnipplesandI

squirm astheyerect.Hepullsdownmyspandex

shorts.I'm starknakedinfrontofhim andbelooks

likehisseeinggold.Heisjuststandingtherestaring.

Itryclosingmylegsbutheholdsthem apart.Helies

betweenthem andputsmylegsbetweenhisarms

andlocksthem inandpullsmeclosertohisface.

"You'resowet."



Thevibrationfrom him speakingsoclosetomy

vaginamakesmemoan.Helet'sgoofonelegand

putsitonhisshoulder.Hepartmyvaginallipsand

histhumbrubsme.

"Mmmmh.",Imoan.

Heinsertsonefingerandhistonguecomesinto

contactwithmyclitandIarchmybackslightly.I've

neverhadsomeone'stonguedownthereneither

haveIfeltlikethis.Hefingerpumpsinsideofme

whilehesucksandgrazesmyclit.Hemakesacome

heregesturewithhisfingerinsidemeandIliftmy

buttupbuthedoesn'tstopsuckingonme.

"Ozo!"

Ishakeaswhatfeellikeaknotgetsuntiedinmy

abdomen.Igobackdownbreathingheavilyandmy

legsareshaking.Hetakesouthisfingerandlicksit

lookingatmeandImakeaface.

"Youtastegood."

HetrieskissingmebutIcovermylips.Helaughs

andlet'smego.



"Im coming."

HestandupandInoticethebulgeinhispants.Isit

moving?Hecatchesmestaringandlaughs.He

walkstothebathroom andcomesbackwithatowel

andwipeme.Hegoesintothebathroom again.I

squealintomypillow.Thatwassoamazing.Iwear

myT-shirtandfixthebed.Hisbeengoneforawhile

butIdontdisturbhim.Iheartheshowerrunningand

Iheaddownstairs.ItrycallingUnyeziagainbuther

phoneringsunanswered.Shesentmescreenshots

inthemorningandthethingsthatwerewrittenthere

werepathetic.ThisiswhyIdon'thaveFacebook.I

putmyphoneawayandImakeussomesandwiches.



55

UNYEZI

"Isthereelectricitydownhere?"

"YesUnyezi."

Ilookatthebeautifultreeswepass.Thisplaceis

beautiful.We'regoingtoa'safehouse'wherewewill

bestayingtillallthisblowsover.Nkosinathihas

beenasleepthewholeway.Ilookathim andhis

passedout.Asighescapesmylips.

"He'llbefinebabe."

IlookatLangaandhesmiles.Ihopehedoes.When

hefaintedatthegym.Iwassoscared.Hejustlaid

there.

"Mama.",Lami.

"YesLami."

"We'rehungry."

"Again?"

"Yesmama."



Igivethem thecontainerwithpizzaslices.We've

beendrivingfor2hoursandweenteredthevillagea

fewminutesago.Nkanyeziissuckinghisthumband

hedoesn'twanttogetoverthathabit.Hestares

wideeyedfilledwithcuriosityandinnocenceatthe

passingtrees.

"Saneleisyourhandokay?"

"YesAuntie."

"Okayboy."

Weapproachaverytallwall.Isitupstraightas

Langadrivesinaftertheyopenthegate.Thereisa

bighousewithacottageontheside.Wegetoutof

thecarandtheguardstakeourbags.

"Apool!",Lami.

TheyfistbumpwithSaneleandruntowardsit.

Nkanyezifollowsafterthem trippinghereandthere.

"Stoprunning!",Ishoutafterthem.

LangacarriesNkosinathiintothehouse.Iwatchhim

ashelayshim onwhatwillbehisbed.Hethrowsa

fleeceoverhim andstretcheshisarms.



"Damnthatboyisheavy."

Ilaughandhejoinsme.Ileavethedoorhalfclosed

andwalktowhatwillbeourbedroom.Isitonthe

bedandbumponit.

"Whenaretheothersarriving?"

"Bhekikhayasaidhe'llarrivesoon.Khulekaniis

delayedbytraffic.Thandowasthelasttogetonthe

road."

Inodandstandupunpackingmybag.Langaleaves

metogocheckonthekids.Ipackourclothesinto

thesmallcloset.IfindLangaoutsidewatchingthe

kidssitwiththeirfeetinwater.

"Khuzwayo."

Heturnsaroundandlooksatme.Hehasagedsince

thiswholedramastarter.

"Come.Ineedyourhelp."

Henodsandfollowsmeaftertellingaguardtokeep

aneyeonthekids.Whenwegetintoourroom Itake

outablanket.

"Getonthebed."



Hesitsontopofit.Itakeouthisshoesandhelphim

outofhisjacket.

"Sleep."

HeobligesandIthrowtheblanketoverhim.

"Sleep.I'llwakeyouupwheneveryonehasarrived."

Henodsandyawns.Iattempttoleavebuthepulls

metohim andmakesmegetinwithhim.Helayshis

bigheadonmyboobsandwestaylikethattillhe

sleeps.

NOXOLO

Iwakeuptopainsandfeelingdrowsy.Ilookaround

andI'm inaroom withmachinesconnectedtome.I

trytakingthem outbutrealiseonlymyrighthand

works.ACaucasianwomanwalksinandhurries

towardsme.Icanonlymovemyrightlegbutthe

otherfeelsheavy.

"MrsKhuzwayoyou'renottomove.Letmehelpyou

back."

Shehelpsmebacktobedandputstheblanketover



me.

"Whereismyfiancé?"

"HisoutbuthesaidIshouldcallhim whenyouwake

up."

"Whoareyou?"

"I'm yourhiredstayindoctor.I'm gladyou'reawake."

Shestartswritingstuffdownandexaminingme.

"Yourribsseem tobehealingwell.Justrefrainfrom

harshmovement."

"Whathappenedtomyrib?"

"Ithadalittlecrack.Nothingseverebutstillpainful."

Inodandshechangesthebandagesonmeand

leavespushingthemachinesout.Ilaymyhead

comfortablyonthepillowandsigh.Shecomesback

andhandsmepainkillers.

"MrKhuzwayowillbeherema'am."

"Whereismyson?"

"Hejustarrived."



"Howishe?"

"Hehasabrokenarm buthehasaslingonso

everythingisgoingwell."

Inodandsheleaves.Iclosemyeyesasthepills

startworking.

THANDO

Sbusisoistheonedrivingmeandhekeepson

stealingglancesatme.

"Ozo."

"Mmmh?"

"Whatisit?"

"Withwhat?"

"Youkeepstealingglances."

"It'sjustthatyou'resobeautiful."

Ismileandhechuckles.

"Yourdimplesmakeyoulooklikeababy."

"Idontlooklikeababy."



"Ofcourseyoudont."

Webothenjoyeachotherspresenceinsilence.Heis

focusedontheroadnow.AfterminutesofsilenceI

getboredandIclearmythroatandhedoesn'tlook

atme.Iam wearingaleatherminiskirtwithalong

slitinfront.Iliftitupabithigherandfakeacough.

Hetakesashortleftanddoesn'tpayattentiontome.

"Haveyouseenmyhandbag?"

"Itsattheback."

Ijumpovertheseatsrubbingmyassonhisface.I

pretendtolookformybag.Iopenitandtakeoutmy

phoneandwinegums.Ijumpovertheseatsmoving

myassnearhisface.Isitdownandopenmywine

gums.Helooksatmeandlaughs.

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"Huh?"

"You'vebeentryingtograbmyattention.Whatdo

youwant?"

"Nothing."

Hepullsoveronamountainhillandlooksatme.



"Comehere."

Ijumpovertohisseatandsitontopofhim.He

moveshischairback.

"Whatisit?"

"SinceIwillbewithmyfamily.WhenwillIseeyou?"

"Forsomeonewhodidn'twantanythingtodowith

meforayearyouseem totakealiking."

Islaphischestandhelaughs.

"Okaysorry.Iwouldvisitbutyourfathermightkill

me."

"Oh."

"Butyou'llseeme."

InodandsneakmyhandsunderhisT-shirt.

"Yourhandsarecold."

"Warm meup."

Hesmirksandkissesme.Heputshishandsonmy

waistandmovesundermerubbingourgroins

together.Hedirectsmyhandinsidehissweatsand



helpsmetakeouthisthickmanhood.Iremember

him sayingsomethingaboutbeingNigerianaswell.

Hedirectsmyhandupanddownhisfirm manhood.

Hestopshelpingmeoutandhishandsneaksinside

mypanty.Herubsmyclitslowly.WhenI'm wet

enoughhemakesmestoprubbinghim andmakes

megrindonhim instead.Thisfeelssogood.

"Fuckbabe!"

IshakewithpleasureasIcum andhegrabsmybutt

harderashecums.Ilaymyheadonhischestand

laugh.

"Ican'tbelieveIjustdidthatinthemiddleof

nowhere."

"Thatwashotthough."

"Iwonderifsexisjustasgood."

"You'llfindout."

Hetakesoutatissueandwipeshimself.Itakeout

wipesfrom mybagandwipemyselfclean.

"Youfine?"

Inodandopenmywindow.



"Iloveyou."

Ilookathim andheblowsakissbeforedriving.

AMANDA

UncleBhekikhayaparksinsidethebigbeautifulyard.

Iam thefirsttogetoffwithSneinmyarms.His

suchafatbaby.Heissleepingpeacefullyinmy

armsandIcan'tgetoverhiscuteness.Wefollow

UncleBhekikhayaintothehouseandheleadsusto

ourrooms.Wedidn'tseeanyoneintheloungesoI

guesstheyhaven'tarrived.Aswepassadoorit

opensrevealingastillsleepyNkosinathi.

"Ahmshanasenikhona."(Ohnephewy'all

around.),UncleBheki.

Hegiveshim hisregularsidesmile.Hehaschanged

somuchinayear.Hishairhasgrownandiscurly

andbeautifulthatIwanttorunmyhandsthroughit.

Heevenhasgrownoutagoatbeardandamustache

makinghim lookmature.Hisheighthasn'tchanged

muchthoubuthisphysiqueseemsfirmerandhis

shouldersarebroader.Hestillhasthatonebracket



thatiswiderthantheotherbutinthosetrackpants

hisbowlegsdon'tseem uneven.Ilookathistrunk

andquicklylookaway.

"Letmeholdhim.",hesaysnearingme.

Hisvoiceishoarsefrom wakingupandan

involuntaryshivertravelsdownmyspine.Iholdout

thesleepingbabytohim andhetakeshim outofmy

holdgentlymakingsurenottowakehim up.

"You'llchoosearoom Amanda.Iwanttounpack

quickly.Putmykidbacktosleepaftercuddlinghim.",

SisiKuhle.

Inodanddragmysuitcasethatisnexttothewall

andchooseanemptyroom nexttoNathis.Neutral

colourshasbeenusedanditlooksspacious.Itakea

seatonthebedandtakeoutmysneakerssighing

tiredly.SnekeptmeandSisiupallnight.Hisbeen

restlessalotlatelyasifhecanfeeltheweightwe

carryaround.Aloudcryemitsfrom thenextroom.I

dragmytiredasstoNathisroom.Histryingtoshush

theawakeSnebutisfailingcausehisshushingway

tooloudandispacingwaytoofast.



"Letme."

HehandshertomeandIavoidhiseyes.IputSneon

mychestandpacearoundsoothingly.Hiscries

subsideandhestartssnoringlightly.Asighofrelief

escapesmylips.

"You'dmakeagoodmom.",Nkosinathi.

Ilookathim andsmilewhileshrugging.

"Letmetakehim toSisi.",Iwhisper.

HenodsandIexithisroom andexhaleassoonasI

stopbeingsurroundedbyhiscologne.Hestillhasn't

changedit.IknockonSisisroom andsheanswer.

"Enter.Layhim inhiscotformeplease."

Ilayhim gentlyandheholdsontomyshirtwiththat

babygrip.SisihelpsuntightenhisholdandIlayhim

down.

"Thanksforhelpingwithhim."

"YoustruggledalonewhileIwasatschool.You've

beenthereformeallmylifethisisthebestIcan

do."



ShesmilesandkissesmycheekandIleaveher

room.IheadtothekitchenandIfindNathiwiping

vigorouslyathisvest.Heclickshistonguetakingit

off.Ishuffleandleave.

"Amanda."

Iturnaroundslowlyandhisgazeisintense.Iglance

atmyhandsandhenearsme.

"Whyarewesodistant?"

Idon'tanswerbutshrugmyshouldersinsteadand

hesighs.WehearfootstepsapproachingandImove

awayfrom him tothefridge.Heremainsstanding

thereshirtless.

"You'reupalready?Howareyoufeelingnow?",Aunt

Unyezi.

"I'm okaymom.Stopworryingtoomuch.",

Nkosinathi.

Hekisseshismothersforeheadandsheembraces

him.I'veneverseenhim soaffectionateandsoraw.

"OhheyAmanda.You'resogrownup.",AuntUnyezi.

SheleavesNkosinathiandhugsmeexcitedly.She



grabsabottleofwaterandanappleandleaves

leavingmewithashirtlessNkosinathi.

"Wantasandwich?"

"Please."

Ismileandlayouttheingredientsoutonthecounter.

Icutoutthecrustandaddmorecheesewithout

polonyforhim.Islidehisplatetohim andhesmiles.

"Youstillremember?"

"Always."

Hetakesabiteandgroans.Hestillappreciatesfood.

Hechewssoelegantlyandhisjawlinemove.He

swallows

"It'sbeenayearsincewelasttalked.I'vemissed

you.",hesaysmiling.

"Yeah.Alothaschanged."

Isaylookingathim upanddownandhechuckles.

"Eish.I'vebeentakingcareofmyself."

"Icansee."



"Youchangedaswell.Yourassismorerounderand

firmer.Yourthighs.Actuallyyouingeneral."

HelickshislipsandIlaughpushinghim playfully.

"Areyouokaynow?"

Helooksatmeandhisjawticks.Heshrugsandeats

hissandwich.I'lltakethatasano.Hestillhas

unresolvedissues.Ieatmyownsandwichashis

auntwalksin.

"Zithandwa."(Loves)

"AuntThando.",wegreetsimultaneously.

Shesmilesandwalkspastus.Sheissobeautiful

andreeksconfidence.

TSHEGO

We'reintrafficanditsmovingveryslowly.We're

sittinginsilence.Iopenthewindowforsomefresh

airandIwipethesweatoffmyforehead.It's

scorchinghotandwe'removingreallyslow.What

hadcausedthistraffic?Wecan'tevenseewithye

lineofcarsinfrontofus.Iunclipmybraandslideit



offstillinmyT-shirt.Khulekanilooksatmeand

shakeshishead.

"What?It'shot."

"Theskilly'allwomenpossesstodothatinpublic."

"Ngeyeke."(Leavemealone)

"YousuchatZulukodwasthandwasami."

Iloveitwenhespeakshishomelanguage.Itslikeis

moremanlyanddominant.

"Ngeyazama."(I'm trying.)

"Ngempelafuthingiyathandamowukhuluma

isiZulu."(ForrealandIloveitwhenyouspeakZulu.)

"Kao'rata."(Iloveyou.)

Helooksatmeandsmilesthatdashinggoofysmile

ofhis.

"Namingiyakurata."(Iloveyoutoo.)

Igigglelikeateenagegirlandhesmiles.Itakea

bottleofwaterandgulpitdownevenifitisjotas

coldasitwaswhenweboughtit.Thecarinfrontof

usmovesandwefollow.Itcomestoahaltcausing



KhulekanitohitthebrakesandIjerkforwardand

thanbackspillingthewateronmywhiteT-shirtand

myjeans.Isighandtrywipingitofffailingmassively.

AbreezepassesandIshiveratthesensationit

sendsthroughoutasthewetfabriccaressesmy

nipples.

"Whatisthisguydoing?!Areyouoka-"

Hiseyestraveltomyboobsthatareviablethrough

thewetshirtandlickshislips.

"Ispiltwateronmyself."

"Isee...erhm...Bengabeasikholangabe

ngiyabhebha."(Ifweweren'theredI'dbefuckingyou.)

Idon'twhathejustsaidbutIknowitsnastybythe

useofthelastword.

"Takeoffthatteeandtakemine.You'llstretchitwith

yourbigboobsthou."

HemakesasulkingfaceandIlaugh.Hepullsitover

hisheadandhandsittome.Itakeitandthankhim

andtakeoffmine.

"You'rekillingmehereMaThengo."



"Sorry?"

"Mxm."

Ilaughandputiton.

"Wait."

Istoppullingitdownandhestretchesovertomy

seatandgrabsmyboobsandkissesthem than

pullinghisteedownwillmytorso.Hesitsbackand

smilesandgetsbacktothesteeringwheel.Ismile

andlookoutthewindowaswemoveslowlywiththe

traffic.

NDABENKHULU

Igotacallfrom thedoctorthatNooloisupanhour

agoandIjustparkedoutsidethehouse.Iwalkin

andthegirlsareandthelittleonesaresitting

chattingandlaughinginthelounge.Igreetand

Sanelehugsme.Ihughim back.

"You'reokay?"

"YesDad."



IfeeleveryoneseyesonusandIstandup.

"Yourmom isup.Let'sgocheckonher."

Everyonestandsup.

"What?When?",Kuhlekonke.

"Canweseeher?",Unyezi.

"Isshealright?",Thando.

"Ohmygosh!",Amanda.

"I'llgocheckonherandifshesalrightthany'allcan

seeher."

Theynodandsitdownstillbuzzedandexcitedyet

worried.MeandSaneleheadtoherroom andevery

stepItakefeelsheavyandloud.Myheartisbeating

outofmychestasIturnthedoorknobwithsweaty

hands.

"OpenthedoorBaba."

IlookatSaneleandhenodstowardsthedoor.I

openitslowlyandwearemetbythedoctorpacking

herbag.

"MrKhuzwayoandson.",shesmilesatus.



Inodatherandlookbehindherbutthebedisempty.

Shenoticesmygaze.

"MrsKhuzwayoisinthetoilet."

"Isshefine?",Sanele.

"Yes.Shehastotakehermedication.Avoidany

drasticmovement.Shehasaproblem withwalking

duetotheinjuryonherthighbutotherthanthat

she'llbefine.Herslingisadjustedandherribswill

healaslongasshedrinksherpills.Makesuretocall

meify'allneedanything."

"ThankyouKatherine."

"PleasureBoss."

Sheleavesandthebathroom dooropensrevealing

mylimpingwifewithacrutchinherhand.Iquickly

runovertohertohelpherout.Ihelphersitdown

andlayonthebed.

"You'recomfortable?"

ShenodsandsmilesatSanele.Herubstoherand

hugsheronhergoodsidewithhisgoodside.They

can'tevengiveeachothertheirbearhugs.Thisisall



myfault.Ishould'veuppedtheirsecurity.



SHORTSOMETHING

(I'llseey'alltomorrow.)

NARRATED

Everyonehadwokenupandsettledonthetable.

Therewaschatterandthesoundofutensils.They

swallowedthedivinebreakfastcourtesyofthe

youngchef.Kuhlekonkeproudofhersistershe

kissedhercheekwhenshebentnearhertotake

littleSinenhlanhlafrom her.Nkosinathi'sgazerested

uponAmandaassheheldtheyoungchildinher

armswhilesheorderedtheyoungboyswhosatona

tableforkidstoeat.Hecouldn'thelpbutwonderif

shewould'vegottenpregnanthadhenotgivenher

thatmorningafterpill.She'dmakeagreatmother.

AmandastealsaglanceatNkosinathiasheshakes

hisheadlightlytryingtoclearawayhisstray

thoughts.Hehadlostthefemininelookthatshe

lovedandhelookedmasculineandnot18.His

shouldersmorebroadandhisauramore

intimidating.HemaynotbeaKhuzwayobyblood

butheisoneofthem.Herhearttugsather

hypothalamusplayingwithheremotions.Theycould



neverbe.Shelookedaroundthetableashernew

familypriortohersisterandhernewloveandshe

smiled.Hersmilefadedassherealisedthat

Nkosinathiwasfamilynow.Shequicklylookedaway

asastraytearescapedheralreadymoisteyesand

sheescapedtheroom fulloflaughterunnoticedwith

hernephewinherarms.Backinthedinningroom

thefamilylaughedandwonderedwhohadtheir

fatherboughtandwereeagertomeether.Inthe

cottageawomanpacedaroundcausingthecrystals

onhernecktorattle.

"Dearstopworrying."

Shegotstartledbythefamiliarvoiceofherloverand

shewipedhersweatyhandsonhertightfadedblue

jeans.Shecalledthoseherluckyjeansshereceived

from hersisterwhohadpassedon.Sheworethese

verysamejeanswhenshemettheloveofherlife.

Hetookherhandsinhisandkissedthem lightly.She

wasanxiousandherthoughtskeptongettingthe

bestofher.Shewasjusta27yearolddoctorwho

wasdatingamantwiceherage.Societywasn'twhat

sheworriedaboutbutthepeopleacrosstheir



cottagecouldacceptorcastherout.Shewasa

spiritualpersonandhadthespiritofanoldsouland

thatisthereasonbehindherhistoryofdatingpeople

olderthanherbutneverasoldasherlover.

"Khuzwayowhatifyourchildrendon'tlikeme?"

Themanwhoagedlikefinewinesmiledrevealing

hisdimplesandpeckedherbruisedlipsthatshehad

beenbitingallmorning.

"Trustme.They'llloveyou."

Hestretcheshisveinybighandtowardsherandshe

puthersmallhandandhewrappedhisthickrough

yetsoftfingersarounditandmadeherstandup.He

fixedhercrystalandkissedherpassionately

arousinghercausingasoftmoanofdesireto

escapehercapturedlips.Theypullapartandshe

looksathim.Helookedmoregorgeousandfitthan

allthemenshe'sbeenwith.Hisfacialexpression

remainedstoicbuthiseyesweretenderandcaring.

Sheheldontohisframeandhewrappedhis

musculararmsaroundhersniffinghervanillaand

lavenderscentfrom herscentedstickssheburntall



thetime.Heclosedhiseyesandinhaledthan

exhaled.Hehadthoughthewasunabletoloveafter

hiswifehaddied.Whenhemetherasshehelpeda

youngmanwhohadbeenhitbyacarbreakinghis

leg.Hefeltliketherewasamagneticforcepulling

them togetherandhelikedhowhisheartrate

quickenedasshelookedathim asheliftedthe

injuredyoungmaninhisarmshelpinghim intohis

car.Sherodewiththem toherpracticewhereshe

hadexaminedtheyoungstrangerandhadthanked

him.Assoonastheirhandstouchedheknewhe

wasgoingtomakeherhis.Hehadgottenasecond

chanceatloveandheappreciatediteveryday.They

walkedoutoftheircottageandeverystepthe

womantookfeltheavyanddelayed.Herheartfeltas

ifshe'llpukeit.Hercrystalssuddenlybecameheavy

andtheclatteritmadeastheyhitanotherwas

makingherdizzy.Shecouldfeelherarmpitsstingas

hernerveswerehaywire.Herthickafromattedto

herfaceasshesweated.Whenthedoorwasopened

andshestoodinfrontofatablefullofbeautiful

strangers.Shefeltaheavyloadofenergiessurge

throughher.Happinessoverpoweredmostbutone



caughtheroffguard.Fear.Shelookedattheyoung

manwhoatewithoutconversingwiththeothers.A

younggirlenteredwithababyinherarmsandbythe

rednessandpuffinessofhereyesshehadbeen

crying.Thetwoyoungsterssharedalookandthe

lovewassointenseshegotaheadache.

"Sanibonani."(Hello.)

Sheremovedhergazefrom thetwothatlovedeach

otherbutuncertaintyandfearheldthem back.Aren't

theyfamily?Buttheirlovewassopure,shethought

Theclatterquieteneddownthetableaseveryone

lookedatthem.

"NaledyPhosa?Kharishma?",Unyeziexclaimed

happilyandshocked.

Thenoisestartedastheyallstartedaskingherwho

shewasandhowsheknowsher.Theladystoodstill

confusedastohowtheyoungladyknewher.



Somethingshortfory'all.I'm solazyitsnoteven

funny.

56

UNYEZI

"She'saseer.Nudist.Shegivesdream

interpretationsonlineandconsultsonlinetoo.She's

adoctorstudyingfilm production.Omg!"

Iwasveryecstaticofmeeting'GogoKharishma'as

she'sknownthatIonlyrealizedshe'sMkhulus

girlfriendwhentheymovedtowardsthetable.She

hadpostedabouther52yearoldboyfriendbutI

neverthoughtit'dbesomeoneIknewletalonemy

fatherinlaw.Weallkeptquietandlookedatthe

couple.Surprisinglytheylookedgoodtogether.

Mkhuluwasn'tyourtypicaloldmanwithabellyand

wrinkledface.Hewasactuallyhandsomelyoldwith

agreatphysique.Hehashisarm aroundhersmall

waist.Mkhuluopensherchair.

"Thankyou.",hervoiceissosmooth.



Mkhulutakeshisseatandshedishesupforhim.

Langaleanstowardsmeandwhispers.

"Poorme.Ihavetodishupformyself."

Ikickhim underthetableandhegrunts.Noonehas

saidawordandit'sstartingtogetawkward.

"OhsoyoutheonethatwasmoaningatDad's

house.",Khulekani.

Weallfacepalm andTshegoslapshishead.

Khulekanisaysthemostdumbestshitsometimes.

MkhuluthrowsKhulekaniwhileNaledylaughs.At

leastshefounditfunny.

"KidsthisisNaledyKharishmaPhosa.She'stheone

whohasbeenkeepingmebusy."

"HiNaledy/Hey/You'rebeautiful.",wegreet.

"Sodowecallhermom?",Khulekani.

Hereceivesaheadslapfrom Bhekikhayathistime

around.

"Khulekanithula.",Ndabenkhulu.

Khulekanigesturesazipoverhismouthandthrows



awaythekey.Tshegoshakesherhead.

"SiyajabulaukukwaziSisi.Ngicelaukubhuza

uneminyakaemingaphi?"(Wehappytoknowyou.

CanIaskhowoldareyou?),Ndabenkhulu.

"27.",Naledy.

Khulekanichokesonhisjuiceandcoughs.

"What?",Khulekani.

"I'm 27yearsold.",Naledy.

Sheremovesherafrooutofherfaceandblinks.She

ismorebeautifulinreallife.Herbirthmarkthatfills

halfofherfaceisshapedliketheAfricancontinent.I

feelsostarstruckrightnow.

"Likeyou're27?2and7?",Khulekani.

Hismakingherabituncomfortable.

"Yes."

"Wow."

Ndabenkhulustandsupandwalksout.Hisbrothers

followhim andThandofollowsthem when

Khulekanitoucheshershoulderwhenhepassesher.



Mkhulutriesstandingupbutsheputsherhandon

hisshakingherhead.Nowthisisawkward.

"AreyouTswana?",Noxolo.

"No.I'm PediandIndian.",Naledy.

"YourZuluissofine.",Tshego.

"I'vebeeninKZNforawhile.",Naledy.

"Ican'tbelieveI'm meetingyouinreal.",Isay.

Shesmilesandmakeseyecontactandclosesher

eyestightly.

"Whyareyousoangry?",Naledy.

HerquestioncatchesmeoffguardandIstutterfora

while.ShereachesformyhandandIquicklypullit

back.Istandupandpickupmyplateandleave.I

holdontothesinkandexhale.

"I'm sorryImadeyouuncomfortable."

Ijumpatthesoundofhervoiceandturnaround.

Sheisstandinginthedoorwayandshehasher

handsinherpockets.

"Yoursoulisrestless.You'reangry.You'vegottenso



goodatfakinghappinessthatyou'restartingto

believeit.Youhaveunansweredquestions.You've

turnedyourbackonyourancestors.You'vestopped

praying.You'reangryatGod.Yourheartstillbleeds

from thelossofyourchild.Yourtrustiswavering

afteryourhusbandcheated.Youstilldream ofyour

rapeencounter.Youmayhideitwellfrom othersbut

yourspiritisaskingforhelp.Pray.Cry.Forgive.

Forgiveyourselfforholdingyourselfbackwith

hatredandanger."

Shewalksoutleavingmewithathumpingheartand

intears.Iwalktomytemporarybedroom andas

soonasIclosethedoorIslidedownthedoor.Ilay

myheadonmyknees.Thefirstsobescapesmy

quiveringlips.Iclosemyeyesastheflashbacksof

whenIlostmydaughtercomesback.Itstillhaunts

me.

"Shedidn'tmakeit."

IholdmytummyasIfeellikemywombisagape.

"You'llalwaysbemyslut!"

IholdmystomachtighterasitfeelslikeIcanfeel



them forcingthemselvesinme.

"Isawthem kissingatthegarage.Hischeating."

IchokeasobandIlayonthecoldtiledfloor.Tears

stream downfreelywettingmycheeksandIwipe

snotfrom mynose.Ifeelthedoorbeingpushed.

"Unyezi."

Langasvoicemakesmecrylouder.

"Areyouokay?"

"Goaway!"

"I'm goingtoopenthedoorslowly."

Hepushesitpushingmealongwithit.Hepeepsand

seesmelayingthereandhekneelsdownnexttome.

"What'swrong?I'm sorryifIdidsomething."

HeliftsmeintohisarmsandIwanttopuke.Whatif

heheldherlikethis?Whatifheheldhesocloseto

him?Icryharderpushinghim away.Heholdsme

tightregardlesstillIgettiredandcryinhisarms.

"Ihateyou."



"I'm sorry."

Heisjustapologizingandhedoesn'tknowforwhat!

Imbecile!

"Ihateyou!Iwishyoucouldvanish!"

"Iknow.Iloveyoutoo."

Helaysmyheadonhischestandcuddlesme.Why

didmom havetoabandonme?Iwouldn'thavebeen

raped!Iwould'veknewaboutmyrootsandgift

earlierandwould'veneverlostmychild.

NDABENKHULU

"It'sblasphemy!",Ishout.

"Idon'tgetwhyyou'resopissedoff?I'veneverseen

Dadsohappyaftermom'sdeath.Hewasneverthe

same.EversinceshecameintohislifeI'vebeen

seeingadifference.Hesmilesmore.Heck!Heeven

callsandchecksuponus!Dadstoppeddoingthat

whenMom died!Hisfocuswasoursafetyand

financialstate.Hethrewmoneyourway!Heworked

hisassofftogetushere.Hekilled!Hemanipulated.



Hetooktheblame.Justsowecangrowupandhave

somethingtostandon.Stopbeingjudgemental.",

Khulekani.

"Bafo.I'm withKhulekanionthisone.Mysonwho's

18sleptwitha25yearoldwomanandmanymight

judgeandcallittaboobuthis18andheknowswhat

hisdoing.Ifhewas15Iwould'veopenedacase

againstthewomaneventhoughheinitiatedit.IfI

hadjudgedhim andcastastoneathim asifIwas

innocentthanI'dbeahypocrite.Ihaveasonwho

thinkssexhealsemotionalpainandI'm dealingwith

thatrightnow.Ican'tbeworryingaboutDadandhis

relationship.Thatwomanisoldenoughtoknow

what'sshe'sdoing.IftheyloveeachotherthanIam

notgoingtobestandingintheirway.",Langa.

Hestandsupandleavesus.

"Dadis52.She's27.Can'ty'allseeanythingwrong

withthat?!"

"WedoBafo.Itsnoneofourbusinessthou.It

doesn'tsitwellwithmeeitherbutiftherelationship

ispurethanI'm notagainstit.Daddeservestobe



happy.",Bhekikhaya.

"She's27bafo.Itsgoingtoseem likeBabaisa

paedophile."

"I'm datinga30yearoldmanwhileI'm 21.Idon'tsee

theagegapwhenI'm withhim.Herespectsme.

Maybethat'sallshe'slookingfor.Respectand

someonewise.Someoneolderwhoknowswhere

theystandinlife.Youhavetofindthepersonthat

shotyourwifeandstopstickingyournosewhereit's

notneeded.FocusonNoxoloandSanele.",Thando.

Shestandsupfuriouslyandexitsbangingthedoor.

Weallsitsilence.Itlookssowrong.Whatifshe'sa

golddigger?Justlookingforaneasymealticket.I

rubmyfaceandsigh.She'sadoctorsoIguessher

beingagolddiggerwillwait.Khulekanibustsin

laughter.Bhekikhayafacepalmsandshakeshis

head.

"Usinekani?"(whatareyoulaughingat?)

"HehNkosisleptwitha27yearold!",Khulekani.

"That'snotfunny.",Bhekikhaya



"IknowbutIcan'tbelievehowthatkidtookafter

you.",Khulekani.

Bhekikhayaclickshistongueandslapshisheadon

hiswayout.Khulekaniisanidiot.Bhekikhayadid

haveathingforolderwomenwhenhewasin

university.

"Letmegofinishbreakfast."

IstandupandKhulekanifollows.Heputshishand

onmyshoulder.

"Mom isproudofBabaaresheis.Hegavelove

anotherchance.",Khulekani.

Heleavesmestandinghere.Maybeshewasthe

lightattheendofthetunnelforDad.Maybe.

NOXOLO

Khulekani,BhekikhayaandNdabenkhuluwalked

backinandtooktheirseats.

"Doy'allplanonmarrying?",Ndabenkhulu.

Thetwoloverslookedateachotherandboth



nodded.Ndabenkhuluranhishandoverhishead

andsighedloudly.

"WhathappenedDad?Doyourealizetheeffectthis

couldhaveonourprofile?You'lllooklikea

paedophile.",Ndabenkhulu.

"I'm 27andIam rational.Iam notforcedtobewith

yourfather.Ilovehim andhelovesme.",Naledy.

"Ndodana.Idon'tcareaboutprofile.Thisisformy

happiness.Ithoughtyou'dbehappyformeasmy

sonandmaybemyhappinesswouldcomefirstto

youasititdoestome.IloveNaledyandifmyelder

sonwon'tsupportmyrelationshipthanI'm sadto

saythatyou'dratherdisownme.",Khuzwayo.

Hestoodupabruptlycausinghischairtofallonthe

ground.Heexitsandleavesussittingwithtension.

"You'llneverseeanyotherwomanenoughforyour

fatherexceptyourmotherandnotonlyareyou

makinghim unhappybutyourmotheraswell.You

thinkshe'stheonlywomanfitforyourfather.This

maysoundinsensitivebutsoareyou.Yourmother

willneverwakeup.Stopholdingontoher.Sheis



dead.Letherrest.Stopimaginingyourfatherwitha

ghost.",Naledy.

Shestoodupandleftfollowingherman.Ishookmy

headasbrightsuneyesmetmine.

"You'rebeingselfish.Youfallundersocietyandtheir

views.Theleastyoucoulddoissupportyourfather."

Hefrownedatmywords.

"Mymothermustbeturninginhergrave.",hesays

pissed.

"IfIhadasonactinglikeyouIwouldtoo."

KhulekaniclearedhisthroatandTshegoputher

handoverhismouth.Henodsatherandshelet'sgo

ofhismouthslowly.Itrystandingupbutmyclutch

slipsandIfallonmybrokenarm whenItry

balancingmyselfwithitforgettingitsinactive.Acry

ofpainescapedmylipsaspainshootsthroughmy

arm.

"Fuck!Babe!"

Ndabenkhuluisquicktopickmeupbridalstyle.

EveryoneisontheirfeetandSanelecomesrunning



infollowedbyLami,AmandaandNkosinathi.

"Mama!",Sanele.

Hepicksupmycrutchandfollowsbehind

Ndabenkhuluashecarriesmetoourroom.Icry

loudlyastheintensepainfeelslikeIsnappedmy

arm inhalf.

NKOSINATHI

AfteruncleNdabenkhuludisappearswithauntand

sanelewealllookateachother.Mkhuluandhis

girlfriendarenotaroundandsoisDadandMom and

auntThando.AuntTshegostandsupwithuncle

Khulekaniandtheyleaveaswell.

"ThankyouforthedeliciousbreakfastAmanda.",

Bhekikhaya.

Hepatsherbeforeleavingsighingashegoes.Aunt

Kuhleshrugsandfollowshim.Lamilooksatusand

webothshrug.Thistookawrongturnquickly.What

happenedeven?Iwalktomyroom andlistentomy

music.Ididn'tgetmuchsleeplastnight.Ihad



anothernightmareandknowingAmandawasjust

nextdooralsofrustratedme.Iendedupgoingfora

swim tillmybodygrewtired.Ifeelmyeyesdroop

butopenthem whenIhearthedooropen.Iraisemy

headaswhoeveropeneditlocksit.Myeyesmeet

AmandaandItiredlysitup.Shegetsinbednextto

me.

"Hey."

"Manda?"

"IsawhowtiredyouweretodayandIheardyou

groanyesterdayandIwantedtowakeyouupwhenI

sawyoucryinginyoursleepbutIgrewscaredand

left."

"Thatstilldoesn'texplainwhatyou'redoinginmy

room."

Shelooksdownandplayswithmysheets.She's

beautiful.

"Ithought...",sheclearsherthroatnotfinishingher

sentence.

"Youthoughtwhat?"



"Maybewecantakeanaptogether."

Ichuckleathershyness.Whereisthegirlthat

literallyforcedmetotakehervirginity?

"Youwannacuddle?"

"Yes.ImissedfallingasleepinyourarmsandIknow

itswrongbut-"

"Whydoyousayitswrong?"

"We'refamily.I'm likeyoursister."

"Udakiwe.DoIlooklikeI'dsmashmysister?Sofede

thisiswhyyouendeduscauseyouthinkwe're

family?"

"Butweare."

"Onwhatterms?"

"Mysisterismarryingyouruncle."

"Waitsowheredowefitin,inthisfamilyequationof

yours?"

"You'reKhuzwayo.Mysisterwillsoonbeone."

Ichuckleandshakemyhead.



"Istilldontgetyourpoint.I'veneverseenyouasmy

sister.Heckthatsjustsick.Isitwhyyoutoldmeto

stayaway?"

"Partially."

"Whyvele?"

"Youdidn'tseemyworth.Youtreatedmeasasperm

dish.IloveyouNathiandIreallydobutyoujust

couldn'ttreatmerightplusyou'realwayssoangry

andIgotscaredsometimes."

"I'm sorry.I'm notgoodatthislovething.Iloveyou

andwouldneverlayahandonyou.Youirritateme

sometimesandwefoughtalotbuthaveIevermade

amovetohityou?"

Sheshakesherhead.

"Useyourwords."

"No."

"WhatdidIdo?"

Shelooksatmewitheyeswide.Sheopensher

mouthandclosesitagain.



"WhatdidIdotoyouafterwefoughtandyoupissed

meoff?"

"You...Youwouldpunishme.",shebreathesout.

"HowwouldIpunishyou?"

Herbreatheescalatesandshecrossesherlegs.

"You'dram intome.You'dsmackmytits."

"Whatelse?"

IthinkI'm gettingahardonrightnow.

"You'ddenymeanorgasm andmakemebegwhileI

apologized."

Icanseehererectnipplesthroughhertighttopand

mymembertwitches.

"After?"

"You'dgivemeorgasm afterorgasm tillIcriedin

pleasureandcouldn'ttakeitanymore."

Ilaybackonthebedandhereyestraveltomytrunk

andnoticesmyerection.Itshardnottonoticewith

precum stainingmygreysweatpants.Shequickly

looksawayandshufflestoherfeet.



"Whereareyougoing?"

"Tomyroom."

"Wozala.Utheuzosgidlanaminje."(Comehere.You

saidyou'resleepingwithme.)

"Whatiftheycatchus?"

"Theywont."

Shetakesoffhershoesandgetsinnexttome.Ipull

herclosertomeandlayherheadonmychest.Igrab

herasswithmyotherhandandshesnugglesinto

me.I'm sofuckinghornyrightnowbutIjustwantto

holdhernothingmore.

"Tjinapotra."(girlfriend)

"Huh?"

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

"What'stjinapotra?"

"Itsyournewname."

"Hayi.Don'tcallmethat."



"Tjinapotra."

ShedragsmethroughherteethandIchuckle.

"Nathi."

"Tjinapotra."

"Whydontyoulaugh?"

"Ido."

"Noyoudon't.Youchuckleforlike10seconds."

"That'smelaughing."

"You'reweird."

Ishrugandsqueezeherass.Im goingtowakeup

withblueballsIthinkwhenIyawnsleepilyandclose

myeyes.

NALEDY

KhuzwayoisangryandIhaveneverseenhim this

angry.Istraddlehim andwrapmyarmsaroundhis

neck.

"Mlungisi."



Helooksupatmewithredeyes.Theveinspopping

onhisheadmakeshim lookevenmorehot.Idon't

carewhatanyonesaysbutthismanishandsome.

"Calm down.He'llcomearound."

IhopebecauseIcan'tcompetewithadeadwoman.

"Ithoughthe'dtakeitbetterthantheotherssincehis

theunderstandingone."

"Hefeelslikehe'dbebetrayinghismom ifheletour

relationshipcontinue."

HesighsandIgrabhisfacebetweenmyhandsand

kisshim tenderly.Itturnsintoahungryandlustful

kissasourtonguesdanceinangerrubbingagainst

eachotheraswebothtasteeachother.Heliftsme

upandturnsusaroundswiftly.Twoloudthudsare

heardashekicksoffhisshoes.Hehelpsmeoutof

myT-shirtandunclipsmybraexpertly.Hefondles

withmyboobstwistingandpinchingmynipples.I

helphim outofhisT-shirtandmywarm palms

automaticallygoestohisabsuptohishardfirm

chest.Thedampnessinmyunderwearremindsme

ofhowhealwaysarousesmeandcanalways



satisfiesme.Hetugsatmyjeansandpullsdownthe

materialbetweenhim andhisforbiddenfruitwhich

helovesanddevourssomuch.Hetakeshisjeans

offandclimbsontopofme,gettinginbetweenmy

shakingthighs.I'm reallyarousedthatwhenhe

attemptstogodownonmeIpullhim up.

"Makelovetome.",Icommandhim.

Hesmilesatthisandrubshisthicklongcockonmy

wetpussycausingmetomoanlowly.Heslides

himselfinmesmoothlyandIgasp.Hisgirthfillsme

uptouchingplacesonlyhecanreach.Hemoves

slowlywhileholdingtightlytome.Wemoveinsync

toourfamiliardanceoflovers.Hisgroanslowinmy

earsfallinginsyncwithmymoans.Weholdeach

othertighterasweengageinthislovemaking

session.Iclosemyeyesbitingmylipashemakes

slowlovetome.



57

UNYEZI

Isitupandrubmyeyes.ItsmidnightandLangais

nothere.Wespentthedayjustcuddlingandme

crying.Apapercatchesmyattention.Bytheugly

writingIcantellitsLangas.

"Baby.I'm sorrytoleavelikethisbutwefoundalead.

Iloveyouandwe'lltalkwhenIgetbackhome.We

increasedsecurity.Keepeveryonesafe."

Isighandstandup.Itakeoutmygunandcountthe

bullets.Ihaveonly9left.Ileavethecassetteonthe

bedandcockitthanputitonautomaticmode.Ipull

thetriggeranditshootsblankmultipletimes.A

thoughtcomesintomind.Ishould'veblownoutthat

littlehoesbrainsouttheminuteIfoundoutsheslept

withmyhusbandandshotthatcheating

motherfuckerinhisknee.Ishakemyheadandput

mygunback.Iexittheroom andheadtothekitchen.

Icanhearwhimperingcomingfrom Nathisroom.I

listencarefullyandhiscrying.Iopenthedoorand

hiscryinginhissleep.Ishakehim.



"Itsadream baby."

"Mama!"

Hewakesupsweatingandheaving.Hewipeshis

tearsandsighs.

"Boy.Whyareyoudoingthistoyourself?"

"IwanttoforgetMama.IwanttoforgetsobadbutI

can't."

"Themoreyoutrytoforgetthemorethethingyou

runningawayfrom catchesonwithyou.Something's

aremeanttobefacedanddealtwith.Runningaway

from somethingthathurtyouwon'tmakethewound

heal.You'llbleedtillyougrowtiredandthathurts

more.Lifeisarollercoaster.Ittakesyouhighand

bringsyoudowninhighspeedthatyouweren't

readyfor.Youcanneverprepareforpaininlifebut

itsuptoyoutolearnhowtocopeanddealwithit.

Don'tletwhatyousawdefineyou.You'reagreatkid.

Focusondealingwiththis.Youcantalktome

anytimeyouwant.Idon'twantyoufallinginto

depression.Don'tdothistoyourself."

Henodsandattemptstohugme.



"Sies.Withallthatsweat?Gotakeashowerandjoin

meinthekitchen.I'm makingwarm milkand

biscuits."

Hesmiles.

"I'llbetheremom."

"Okaymfanawam.Iloveyouokay."

"Iloveyoutoomom."

Ileavehim andcheckonLamiwho'sfastasleep.I

helphim sleepproperly.Thisonewillbreakhisneck

oneday.Nkanyeziissleepingwhilesuckingonhis

fingers.Hewon'tletgoofthishabit.Ikisstheir

foreheadsandleavethem.IfindKuhlekonkewith

Sneinthekitchen.

"Heyy'all."

SheturnsaroundandsmilesshakingSnesbottle.

"Hey.I'm makingthisoneabottlebecausehe

doesn'twanttosuckonmyboobs."

Itakethebottlefrom herandsqueezealittlemilk

ontomywrist.Itakehim from herandfeedhim.He

looksexactlylikeeveryone.Nosignthathis



Kuhlekonkesson.IhatetheKhuzwayogenes.He

startscryingandspittingouttheformula.

"Shedidthatwithmymilktoo."

Iopenhismouthandlookathistongue.

"Uneyilonda."(Hegotsores.)

"Isthatbad?"

"Ithappenstoalotofkids.Passmehistoweland

somesugar."

ShedoessoandItakesomehoneyfrom thefridge

andpouritonthetowelthandipitinsugar.Iopen

thelittlefellowsmouthandrubhistonguewithit.He

criesbutIdon'tstop.Ipulloutthetowelandhe

finallyisabletotastethehoneyandsugar.

"Passmethebottle."

Hefeedsforawhilebeforespittingagain.

"Justkeeprubbinghistonguelikethatandhe'llbe

fine."

"Thankyou."

Ismileatherandhandthesleepyfellowtoher.She



burpshim andheadsoutofthekitchen.Iwipe

myselfandlaughlightly.Nkanyeziusedtotakeme

forarideaswell.Iwarm upthemilkandtakeout

chocolatebiscuits.Nkosinathiwalksinlookingfresh.

Ihandhim hisglassofmilk.

"Thankyoumom."

Inodandtakeasipofmymilk.Ismileatthewarm

taste.

"Youknowmom sometimesIwishIneverwentout

ofmyroom whenIheardshoutingdownstairsandI

wishIneversatatthestaircaseandwatched.Iwish

Ineversawanything."

"Andthat'sokaybutunlessyouhaveagenieyour

wishesmightcomethrough.Doyoumissyour

mom?"

"No."

"Why?"

"Shewasn'texactlyamother.Shecaredmoreabout

anewpairofheelsthanbedidforus.Shecheated

ondad.Alot.Dadusedtogoonbusinesstripsthen.



She'dbringoverherfriendsandbyfriendsImean

guys.Shedidn'twantustocallhermom.Shesaid

wewereruiningherreputation.Sheneverclosedher

mouthabouthowmuchofamistakewewere.The

onlytimeshefakedcaringwaswhenDadwas

around."

"Howdidherdeathmakeyoufeel?"

"Iwassoangryatmyselfforbeinghappy.Ididn't

wanttobebutIwas.Shehadnotonlybrokenusbut

Dadaswell."

"Doyouhateyourfatherforkillingyourmom?"

"Icouldneverhatethatman.Heknewweweren'this

kidsbutstilltreatsusasifweare.Hehasnever

evenoncemadeusfeellikewe'renot.Hegaveus

thebestchildhoodmemories.Helovedus.Heraised

uswell.Whathedidstillhauntsmebutthereisno

ounceofhatetowardshim.IwasangryatfirstuntilI

talkedtohim."

"Whenyoutoldhim howdidyoufeel?"

"Ifeltrelievedthathefinallyknew.Iwassotiredof

carryinghissecretaround.Itweighedheavilyon



me."

"Whydoyouthinkthenightmaresarestillthere?"

"Idon'tknowreally."

"Thatsbecauseyou'resoangryatyourmother.You

saidyouwerehappyshewasdead?Maybethats

anotherreason.Youbaskinthatimageseeingthe

womanwhogavebirthtoyoubutrejectedy'alldie

causeitmaygiveyoupeacethatsheisn'taroundto

rejecty'allagain."

Hesighsandwipeshistears.

"Isthereanythingelseyou'dliketotellme?"

Henodsafterrunninghishandthroughhishair.He

needsanewhaircut.

"ThesituationbetweenmeandTjinapotra."

"Who'stjinapita?"

Hechucklesandshakeshishead.

"Sorry.ImeantAmanda."

"Whooo.What'sgoingonbetweeny'all?"



"Idon'tknow.Shesayswe'refamilyandthatsoneof

thereasonsshecan'tbewithme."

"Oh.Doyouloveher?"

"Alot."

"Thanwhyareyouholdingback?"

"Idon'twanttopushtoohard.Shedeservesbetter

anyway."

"Who'sbetter?"

"Idon'tknowMom."

"Soyou'rewillingtolethergo?Letherbewith

anotherguy?"

HefrownsatthatandIstiflealaughter.

"No.Shecan'tbewithanotherguy."

"Don'tyouthinkitsunfairthou?Youhavedifferent

girlsinyourbedeveryweekendbutshecan'tbewith

anotherguy?"

"But-"

"No.Ifyouwillingtoletherbethanherbeingina



relationshipshouldn'tbeyourbusiness."

"Willitbeworthitthou?Thepain?"

"Aslongasshe'shappyright?"

"MaybebutofI'm nottheonemakingherhappythan

Ican't."

Isighandshakemyhead.Thisonetookafterhis

fatheranduncles.

"Thanshowheryouloveher."

Henodsandtakesabiteofhislastbiscuit.He

comesandhugsme.

"Thankyoumom."

"Anytime."

HeleavesandIcleanup.Ilookattheclock.It's

01:34andtheystillnotback.Igobacktomyroom

andpray.

AMANDA

I'm wokenupbycoldhandspullingme.Iopenmy



eyesadrubthesleepoffthem.

"Itsjustme."

It'sNkosinathi.

"Whattimeisit?"

"Prollyhalfpastone."

"YourhandsarecoldmanNathi."

"Sorry.Makethem warm."

Heputsthem insidemypyjamapantsandIshiveras

hiscoldhandscomeincontactwithmybuttcheeks.

"Whyaren'tyouinyourroom?"

"Imissedyou."

"Soyouchosetocomeandharassme."

"Mxm.Asifyoudon'tlikeit."

"Mxm."

Theonlylightinthisroom isfrom themoonlight.I

canseehalfofhisface.Irunmyfingersthroughhis

hair.

"Ouch."



"Sorry."

Ipullmyfingersoutofhistangledhair.

"Ineedtogetahaircut."

"Why?"

"Itsovergrown."

"Ilikeit."

Igrabafistfulofit.

"Ofcourseyouwould.Ilookhandsome."

"Pssshthat'snoteventhereasonwhy."

"Why?"

"Hayi."

Hepullsmylipswithhisteeth.Hepecksmylips.I

closemyeyesatthefeelofhislipsonmine.

"Openyoureyes."

Iopenthem andhegivesmealopsidedsmile.He

pullsmyfaceandourlipsconnectagain.Imissed

hiskisses.Hegetsinbetweenmythighs.Hepulls

outandlooksatme.Helooksdownatmyexposed



breasts.

"Itsagoodthingyouonlysleepinyourunderwear."

Histonguejoltsoutandwetshislowerlip.He

attacksmylipsagainandIdon'tresist.Hisonehand

cupsmybreastandtwirlsmynipplearoundhis

fingers.I'm puttyinhishandsandheknowsit.

[REMOVED]

LANGALAKHE

Wefoundaleadandleftatmidnight.We'reopposite

NkanyambaZikodesflat.We'relookingathim

sleepingthroughbinoculars.

"Iknewthathehasahandbehindthis.",Khulekani.

Hehasverynosecurityyethewasgoingagainstus.

Hethoughthewashiding.Ndabenkhuluistheskilled

withwithlongdistanceshooting.Wealllookathim

asheholdstheguninhishandswithhisindexfinger

waveringoverthetrigger.Hewantedtobetheone

pullingthetriggeronhim.Hisbeenlikethatfora

whilewithastoicexpression.Welookateachother



andnod.Helickshislipsandexhalespullingthe

triggerandthebulletripplesthroughtheairsilently

breakingawindowandpassingthroughZikodes

head.

"Shit!",Khulekani.

Thisonecanneverkeepquiet.Wepackupandleave

theemptyapartment.Wegetintothestolencarand

driveoff.Weleaveitinthesugarcanefarm andwalk

toacrossafterburningourclothestillwefindour

car.We'reallsilentaswegetinthecar.

"Weonlyhavetogeta28tokillthatsonofabitch

insidethereandthanwe'regoingafter

Okiri.",Ndabenkhulu.

"DadcandealwithOkiri.",Khulekani.

"Yeahbuttaimashouldfocusonhisrelationship.",

Bhekikhaya.

"Bhekiisright.",Ndabenkhulu.

Wealllookathim andKhulekaniwhistles.

"Sikhelaminaguluva.Fedesowumthebelele

ngalenumberepushwayitaimanaleyathekeni?"(tell



mebro.Soyouokaywithwhatdadispushingwith

thatgirl?)

"BafoIrealizedIwasbeingunfair.Mom isdead.",he

takesadeepbreathinandblinks.

Hewasthemama'sboyandhetookmom'sdeath

thehardestsincehistheemotionalone.

"Daddeservestobehappy.Ican'tkeepholdinghim

backbecauseIalwayspicturehim withmom.Hisa

greattaimaandthisistheleastIcoulddoforhim.",

Ndabenkhulu.

Khulekanipatshisshoulderashissittingbehindhim.

WepassingthrougheMlazinowandIrealisethis

Toyotacorollahasbeenfollowingus.

"Bafo.Leyakarimzobaneiseyithendeni."(thatcar

hasbeenfollowingus.)

TheyalllookbehindusandNdabenkhulustepson

theaccelerator.Khulekanitakesouthisgunand

openshiswindow.Hetakeshisupperbodyoutand

startsshooting.Theothercarstartsshootingback.

"Fuck!",Khulekani.



Bhekikhayapullshim backbyhispants.Heis

bleeding.

"Itsjustafleshwound.",Bhekikhaya.

Weallreleasebreathsofrelief.Thatlaaitieshould

stopwatchingactionmovies.Heain'tTerminator.

"Letmetakethewheel!",Bhekikhaya.

Theyexchangeseatsdangerouslybutweusedto

this.Abulletpassesnearmywindow.

"HolyFuck!"

Bhekikhayaspeedsoffandtakesadrasticturninto

eMlazikaA.NdabenkhuluhashisT-shirtpressedon

Khulekaniwho'sbusyshouting.

"Maludaisgonnakillme!Fuck!Fuck!",Khulekani.

Ilostcountofthefuckshissaid.Wellwe'reallgoing

togetkilled.Unyeziisgonnahavemyassasmyear

isbleedingfrom thatbullet.Whenwegetoutof

eMlaziBhekikhayahaslostthem.

"Whatwasthat?",Bhekikhaya.

"Ithinkwewereabouttobehijacked.Thecar



startedfollowingusthemomentwepassedV

section."

"Idon'tgiveafuck!Maludaisgoingtokillme!",

Khulekani.

"OhGod!",Ndabenkhulu.

"You'rebleeding.",Bhekikhaya.

"Yeah.Theyalmostshotmyearoff."

"Great!NowUnyeziisgonnakillustoo!",Khulekani.

"ShutupKhulekani!",Ndabenkhulu.

WedrivetomyhouseinKwaMashutochangethe

wreckedcarandgetafirstaidkit.Icheckthetime.

04:23.

.

.

Wedriveintothedrivewayby08:46withafreshcar

andfreshclothes.Khulekaniiswearingahoodieto

coveruphisbandage.Coward.Letmenotjudgeas

I'm wearingabeanietocovermyear.Wewalkinand

findBaba,Naledy,Unyezi,Tshego,Kuhlekonkeand



Noxolosittingaroundthedinnertabledrinkingtea.

WhentheseeusUnyeziisthefirsttostandup

checkingmeoverandhugsme.Isighinrelief

silentlywhenshedidn'tseemyplasteredear.

KhulekaniissotensewhenTshegohugshim.

Bhekikhayapincheshim andwidenshiseyes.This

oneisgoingtogetusintrouble.Wesitdownand

poursomecoffee.Nkanyezicomesinrunningand

tripsbutstandsupandrunsanyway.Hepiftsvhis

handsuptome.

"Take."

Ilifthim upandheplayswithmyface.Hisstillinhis

pyjamassoIguesshejustwokeup.Hetakesoffmy

beanieandpullsitbetweenhishandsbefore

wearingit.Ndabenkhulustaresatmewideeyedand

Noxoloseeshim.

"Whathappenedtoyourear?",Noxolo.

"Mywhat?Nothing."

UnyezilooksatmeandIswallowhard.Hereyes

landonmyear.

"Whathappened?",Unyezi.



"Wewereonourwaybackand..."

IlookatBhekikhayaandheshakeshishead.

"...andwewerewalkingattheapartmentwewere

rentingtofollowourleadsandIdidn'tseethezincs

thatwerepackedonthewallandIjustrushedinand

itcutmyear.Yeah.Rightguys?"

"Yeahyeahright.",theallagree.

Shesquintshereyesatmeandnods.Dadchuckles

andmakesthatloudslurpingsoundwithhistea.I

smileawkwardlyateveryone.Nkanyeziisnow

asleeponmychest.Thislittlefellowgetsmein

troubleandfallsasleep.

NKOSINATHI

Amandashakesmeoutofsleep.Irubmyeyesand

situp.

"Hey."

"Hey."

Wesmileateachother.



"Everyoneisup.Wesleptin."

Shelookssoscaredpassingmemyclotheswhich

onlyconsistofmyunderwearandsweatpants.I

dressupwithmydickerect.

"Can'tIgetamorningglory?"

"Nkosinathi.No."

"Butlook..."

Ishowhermyerectdickasitthrobscauseshe's

naked.

"We'llgetcaught."

"Wewon't.I'llbequick."

Sheshakesherheadvigorously.Itakeherhandput

itovermyerectdickandsheholdsitinhersmall

hand.Sheusesherhandtohelpheraccommodate

me.Shegoesdownonherkneesandlicksmefirst.I

moanlowly.Sheplayswithmyballsbeforetaking

meinhersmallwarm mouth.Iloseitandgrabher

hairfuckinghermouth.ShegagsandIpulloutand

aftershecatchesbreatheIpumpintohermouth

again.



"Fuck!"

Ishootmyloadintoherthroatleavingherwithno

choicebuttoswallow.Ipullmydickoutwhichis

halferect.Thereistearsinhereyesandcome

drippingdownhermouth.Sheslapsmythighbefore

standingup.ShewipesherdacewithherT-shirt.I

noticeherjuicesrunningdownherlegs.Ipickherup

andlayherontheunmadebed.

"Nkosinathi."

"I'llbequick."

Iinsertmyselfintoherandshemoans.I'vealready

camesoIdoubtIwillbeasquickasIsaidI'dbe.

TSHEGO(Maluda)

Weallgobacktoourrooms.We'rewalkingtoour

room whenKhulekanigrabsmyarm.

"Ssshh."

Ilookaround.Ihearmoansandgroans.They're

comingfrom Amanda'sroom.Beforehecansay

anythingstupidIputmyhandoverhismouthand



pullhim away.Hebreaksintoalaughwhenweget

intoourroom.Khulekanicanbestupidwhenhe

wantstobe.

"Youmustbetired."

"Yeah.Wehardlyslept."

"SodidI.Iwasworried.Youdidn'tsaymuchonthat

scribbledletteryouleftheckIcouldn'tevenreadit."

"Iwasinahurry.Wehadsomethingtosortout

nothingmajor."

Heleavesforthebathroom andIknowIshouldn't

askmore.Hemaybeclownbuthisstillintimidating.

Iam sleepysoItakeoffmygownandgotinbed.He

walksinafterafewminutes.

"I'm sotired."

"Getinhere.Takeoffthathoodie."

"Itscold.I'llsleepwithit."

Hisdefinitelyhidingsomethingunderthathoodie.

"Mmhm."

"Yeah



Hegetsinbedandgrunts.Hepullsmetohim.

"Thiscuddlewouldfeelbetterifyouwereshirtless."

"SleepMaluda.ItsCold."

"Mmmmh."

Ilethim bewithhishoodieandfallasleeptothe

soundofhisracingheart.

THANDO

Iwakeuptomyphoneringing.ItsaFacetimefrom

Ozo.Irubmyeyesandcheckifthere'sanythingon

myface.Ianswersmilingtiredly.

"Goodmorning."

"Morning.",Iyawnout.

"Imissyou."

"Metoo."

"I'llseeyousoonthou."

"Ihopeso."

"I'm goingtowork.Justcalledtocheckonyouand



seeyourbeautifulface."

Iblushalittlebitandhelaughs.

"Cute.Gotosleepagainsthandwasami.I'llcallyou

duringlunchtime.Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

WedropthecallandIsmile.Iyawnandclosemy

eyes.

MLUNGISI

Ndabenkhuluremainsbehindafterahisbrothersleft.

Herubshisface.

"BabaI'm sorryforhowIreacted.Iam stillwrapping

myheadaroundthis.Ifshemakesyouhappythan

I'm happyforyou."

"Thankyouson.I'm gladyoucamearound.I

expectedyourbehaviorfrom Langalakhelihlesince

hisstubborn."

"Heactuallytookitquitewell."

"Howdiditgo?"



"Nkanyambaisdead.We'redealingwithNoxolosex

afterthis.Okirimightgiveusaproblem."

Naledystandsupandgivesusspacewhenshe

noticesthechangeoftopic.SheknowsIgetmy

handsalittledirtysometimes.

"Howdotheycometogetherinthisequation?"

"NkanyambawasapproachedbyMsiziso

NkanyambacouldtakeoutNoxolo.Okiribeingour

rivalfoundopportunityandmadeadealwiththese

men.Theyweretotakeusoutslowly.Nkanyamba

plannedthehitandthenextonewasonUnyezi.We

allhaveweaknessessotheywerethefirsttargets.

Sanewasntsupposetogetmixedinthecrossfire

andthatcausedalittlebridgebetweenthem andit

waseasygettoMsizi.Hecoughedupquitealot."

"Okiriisatitagain?"

"Yeah."

Icrackmyknuckles.

"Leavehim tome.Ishould'vekilledhim whenheput

thathitonmywife."



"Don'tlethim getawaythistimearound."

"Iwon't."

HestandsupandIfollow.Webothpartwayswith

thoughtsinourminds.
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UNYEZI

"I'm notlyingmawabo."

"You'relying."

"I'm not."

"Youare."

"I'm not."

"Youare."

"Okay.Ialmosthadmyearshotoff."

Hewidenshiseyeswhenherealisedhejusttoldthe

truth.

"Thatiswhatyouwantedmetosayright?"

"Don'tpullthatonme!You'reafathernowLanga!

Whatifthebulletwentthroughyourhead?!Worse

youfuckenlieaboutit!"

"I'm sorrybutstopshouting.I'm sorry."

"Ifyouevergooutagaintodowhatevershity'alldo

inthemiddleofthenightandgetshot!Langa!"



Iclapmyhands.

"IwillkillyouandIwon'tmissliketheydid!"

"IknowI'm sorry."

Iturnaroundandhesnakeshishandsaroundmy

waist.

"Don'tgetangrynow.Lookatme."

Heturnsmearoundandsmiles.

"Ishould'vebeenmorecareful.IpromiseIwon'tbe

atthereceivingendofabullet."

"Stayawayfrom bulletsLanga.Idon'tknowwhat

y'alldobutifyouareagangsterI'll-"

"Iknowyou'llkillme.I'm notagangster.I'm justa

richguywithenemies."

"Youbetterbe.I'llleaveyourass."

"You'renevergoingtoleaveme.Theonlytimeyou'll

leavemewillbeinacoffin."

Ilookathim andheisserious.

"Areyouthreateningme?"



"Niksmabhebheza.Kodwaokukakesarukuyohlala

kungokwakesaru."(noband.Butwhatbelongstome

willalwaysbemine.)

IlikeitwhenhegetsallkasionmebutrightnowI

dontlikehistone.

"I'm notyourbelonging."

"Angishongo."(Ididn'tsay.)

Hekissesmegrabbingmyassandsqueezingit.He

rubshisboneronmygroinandImoan.

"Youlooksexywhenyouangry."

Hewhispersintomyearandnipsatit.Helicksmy

neckandbitesit.

"Euw.Ihaven'teventakenashoweryet."

"Ilikeyousweaty."

HeliftsmeupandIgiggle.Wait-wasn'tIangryat

him?I'llbeangryathim afterthis.Helaysmeonthe

bedanduntiesmyfluffygownexposingmynaked

body.Hesmilesandmakesapurringsound.He

undresseshimselfandgetsinbetweenmythighs

again.Hepositionshimselfandpenetratesme



causingmetogaspforair.

"HowmanytimesshouldItellyoutonotraiseyour

voiceatme?"

IknewIwasn'tgonnagetawaywithshoutingathim

butIhadhope.Idon'tanswerandhethrustsintome

ballsdeepandIscream.

"Howmanytimes-"

"Always!",Iscream outwhenramsintomeagain.

"Nowwhydoyoukeepdoingit?"

"I'm sorry."

HeholdsmywriststogetherabovemyheadsoI

don'tscratchhim.Hetakesapillowandputsit

undermybutt.

"Why?"Thrust."Do.."Thrust."You..."Thrust."Keep..."

Thrust."Doing..."Thrust."It?"Thrust.

Ican'tseem toform asensiblesentenceashe

keepshittingmyg-spotplentyoftimes.Itryfreeing

myhandsfrom hisholdsbutheholdsmetighter.

That'sgoingtobruise.



"Answerme."

"I...I...AaaaaahLanga!"

MylegsshakeasIfeelabuildcomingandmybody

goesrigidbuthestopsmoving.No!

"Langaplease."

HestartsmovingwhenheseesthatI'vecalm down

from myalmostorgasm.Hissweatingandbreathing

heavilyontopofme.

"Ifyoudon'tanswermeI'llstopcompletely."

IopenandclosemymouthafewtimesAndhe

stops.

"Iwasangry."

Hestartsmovingagain.Slowerthistimebutstill

deep.

"DoIevershoutatyouwhenI'm angry?"

Ishakemyheadvigorously.Hepinchesmythigh.

"No!"

HestartspumpingintomefastandItryfreeingmy



handstonosuccess.Iclenchmythighsaroundhim

andhegroans.

"Unyeziyou'rehurtingme."

"Youaretoo."

Heholdsmylegupandcarriesonthrustingintome.

AbuildknotsupinmyabdomenandIarchmyback

shaking.Icum hardandhefucksmethroughitandI

cum againandhefollows.Heclimbsoffmeand

rollsovertothesidenexttome.Welayinsilence

breathingheavilytryingtogetourbreathinginorder.

"I'm sorry.I'llbecarefulnexttimeandIwillstay

awayfrom bullets."

"I'm sorrytoo.Iwasjustangry.Iwasscared."

"We'vebeentogetherfor4yearsyetyoustillraise

yourvoiceatmeknowingverywellIhateit."

"I'm sorry."

"Let'sgotakebath.Sleep.We'lltalkaboutwhat

happenedyesterdaythatmadeyoucrywhenwe

wakeup."

Inodandhetakesmeinhisarmsandcarriesmeto



thebathroom.

NDABENKHULU

Iwipehermouthandtaketheemptyplatetothe

kitchen.IthankKuhlekonkeforthefoodandshe

smiles.IsitacrossherwhenIgettoourroom.

"MaSilangwe."

Sheraisesherheadandlooksatme.

"Areyouokay?"

Shenods.

"ShouldIcallthedoctor?"

Sheshakesherhead.Isitnexttohercarefulnotto

hurther.

"Ngiyaxolisa."(Im sorry.)

Thesilenttreatmentiskillingme.Shehasnttalked

tomesincethedayshefell.

"ItalkedtoDadandwesortedoutourproblems.I

wasbeingunfairandIrealisedthat."



"It'sfine."

"I'm sorrythatyoufell."

"Itwasn'tyourfault."

"Partially.Ifyoudidn'thavetoreprimandmyselfish

waysthanyouwouldn'thavegottenangryandtried

towalkoff."

Iholdhergoodhandandkissit.

"I'm sorry."

"Itsokay."

"I'llmakeyousomevegetablelesagne."

Shesmilesalittleandnods.

"Am Iforgiven?"

"Afterafootrub."

"I'm tiredkodwaMaSilangwe.Ihaven'tslept.It's..."

Ilookatmywatch.

"12:24andIspentallmorningtryingtotalktoyou."

"FootrubyamiKhuzwayo."



Sherelaxesbackonthebedandwiggleshertoes.

"You'reabully."

"FootruborI'llmakethatafullbodymassage."

"Iwouldn'tmind."

Shelaughssweetly.Shelookssobeautiful.

"Ofcourseyouwouldn't."

Ichuckleandgethermassagingoil.Itrynottomake

funofherbabyfeetseeinghowI'm stillonrocky

waters.

BHEKIKHAYA

Ijustwokeupandtookashower.Kuhlekonkeisnot

intheroom andSineissleeping.Iwakehim upand

hecries.Ishushhim.Kuhlekonkewalksinwithher

apronon.

"Hisup?"

Inodwhilesmiling.

"Youwokehim updidn'tyou?"



"Imissedhim."

"Bheki."

"SorryPeaches."

SheblushesatthenameandIchuckle.Inamedher

peacheswhenshewaspregnant.Shewasthickand

yellow.Iusedtosayshewasripelikeapeachand

shehatedit.Shelikesitnow.Women.

"You'regoingtofeedhim."

"Finebyme."

Shenodssmiling.IbalanceSinewithonehandon

myshoulderandpullhismotherwiththeother

towardsme.

"Hey."

"Hey."

Shesmilesatme.Ipeckherlipsandputmy

foreheadonhers.

"SthandwaSam."(Mylove."

"Ufunani?"(Whatdoyouwant?)



"Nothing.Can'tIjustcalltheloveofmylifemylove?"

"Bhekikhayaufunani?"(Whatdoyouwant?)

"Aps5."

"Buyityourself."

"Babyngyakucela."(Please.)

Sherollshereyesatme.

"UzoyenzaniiPs5?"(Whatareyougoingtodowitha

ps5?)

Ilaughatthewayshesaysit.

"Sayps5again."

"Ps5?"

Ilaugh.Sheclickshertongue.

"It'snotfunny."

"Iknowbutyousoundcutebewusisiza."

Sheslapsmyarm andIkissher.SinecriesandI

breakthekissoffgroaning.IwishIdidn'twakehim

up.

"Let'sgofeedy'all."



"Whatdidyoucook?"

I'm sureitssomeIndiandish.

"SomeItaliandishIfoundonline."

Thatsnew.Iknowwe'regoingtobeeatingItalian

foodforthenextfewmonthstillshefindsanother

dishtoobsessover.Ilikedherbetterwhenshe

couldn'tcookbutIlovehermoreeveryday.Wefind

Amanda,NkosinathiandTshegoeating.Wegreet

them andijointhem asKuhlepassesmeSinesfood.

AMANDA

Weeatinsilence.ThisfoodisspicyashellbutI

makenoefforttellingKuhle.BhutiKhulekaniwalks

insingingloudlyanditwasn'tpleasantatall.He

kissesSisTshegoscheekandopensthefridge

singing.

"Minangiyigagu.

Phumelaezansi.

Ozamaukungithintalentsimbiyabelunguizokhalaka

nthatu.



Bhekaamachartssonumber1.

Undukuziyiphabazaemculweni.

Mangifakeisiphandlangisithathekimiphelamina

ngiyibuzieyigqumayo!",Khulekani.

Hekeepsquietmumblingthantakesoffhis

earphones.Hesticksthem inTshegosears.

"SingtheSothopart.",Khulekani

"Idon'tknowSotho.",Tshego

"Kantiwhat'syourhomelanguage?",Khulekani

"Tswana.",Tshego

"Kyafanamahn.",Khulekani

Hepecksherlipsandsitsnexttoher.I'venevermet

someonethiscrazyinmylife.IfeeleyesonmeandI

turnaroundandlookatNkosinathi.

"You'rebeautiful.",hemouths.

Iblushandlookdowntryingtocovermyfacewith

mybraids.

"AyisamoyizeliintombikaNkosinathi."(Nkosinathi's



girlfriendisblushing.)

EveryoneautomaticallylooksatmeandIcough.

"Khulekani!",Tshego.

"What?Weallknowthesetwoaredating.",Khulekani.

"AwuthuleBafo."(Keelquiet.),Bhekikhaya.

Istandupandtakemyplate.

"I'lleatin...myroom."

"MlandeleNkosinathi.Iknowyouwantto."(Follow

her.),Khulekani.

OhGod!Iwalkoutfaster.Igetinmyroom andput

theplatedown.

"Fuck!"

Ithrowmyselfonthebedandscream intomypillow.

Thatwassoembarrassing.

NKOSINATHI

AssoonasAmandaleftMalumewasonmycase.

"Wena!Yourmotherandfatheraresleepinginthe



nextroom butyou'rebusywiththepoor

child.",Khulekani

MalumeBhekikhayashakeshisheadfoldinghis

arms.Ohsomebodyshootme.

"Khulehlebathong.",Tshego.

"Youheardforyourselfnawebaby.",Khulekani.

Heliftshishandsandcloseshiseyes.

"Yes!Nkosinathi!Ireceive!OhGodeeper!",he

imitatesamoaningwoman

Everybodylaughs.Icovermyfacewithbothhands.I

runawaywhenMkhuluarriveswithhisgirlfriend.His

girlfriend.Soundsweirdsayingit.Isneakinto

Amandasroom.

'Hey."

Shesitsupandsmilesatme.Iscratchmyhead.

"Sorryaboutmyuncle.Hisanidiotsometimes."

Shelaughs.

"Iknow.It'sokay."



"Wannaplayvideogames?"

"Sure."

Shewearsherslippers.Shehandsmeherplate.

"No."

"Comeon."

"Myunclewillhavemyass."

ShestompsherfeetdramaticallyandIfollowbehind

her.Ileanonthewallsotheydon'tseeme.When

sheentersthekitchenMalumecanneverkeepquiet.

"Makoti.UyayibonaintombikaNkosinathiBaba?"

(YouseeNkosinathi'sgirlfriend?)

"Khulekanileavemysisteralone."

Amandacomesoutandshepushesmewhenshe

seesme.

"What?",iasklaughing.

She'llgetusedtohim.



OZO

IreadthemessageIreceivedfrom SeniorKhuzwayo

again.ItrulylovehisdaughterbutIcan'tgoagainst

myownuncle.YeahmeandOkirimightnobebest

buddiesbuthisfamily.Iputmyphoneawayandtry

gettingbacktowork.Isighrubbingmyface.Itake

outmyphoneandcallThando.

"Ozo."

"Hey."

"Youdon'tsoundokay."

"I'm not."

"What'swrong?"

"Imissyouandtheresbusiness."

"Talktome."

"It'snothingbig."

"Whenyoureadyyou'lltellme.Justdontdwelltoo

muchonwhateverthematteris."

"Okay.Iloveyou."



"Iloveyoutoo."

IdropthecallandtextbackKhuzwayo.

"I'llhelpyoucapturehim butfrom thereonwards

you'reonyourown.Nexttimedon'tusemylovefor

yourdaughtertotryandgetyourway."

Isendthetextandthrowmyphoneonemydesk.

WhatdoesOkiriwantwiththeKhuzwayo'sagain?

ThistimeI'm notsavinghim.HisputtingThandos

lifeinrisk.
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"AfterIcheatedonyouIrealisedwhatitdidtoyou.I

putourloveatrisk.Iturnedyouintothismonster.I

ranawayyetIwaswrong.Youhumbledyourselfand

triedfixingthingsbetweenus.Istillregretittilltoday

andIknewitstillhurtyoubutdidn'tknowthedepth.

I'm sorryIevermadeyoudoubtmylove.Iloveyou

Unyezi.IlovedyouthefirsttimeIsawyououtside

Dad'sbuildingsmoking.I'velovedyoueversince.I'm

sorryIeverdidsomethinglikethattoyou.Ipromise

onmylifetoneverevengetanerectionforanother

woman."

Hisheartrateisbeatingrapidly.Ihavemyheadon

hischest.AsobbreaksthroughtheairandIsitup

andpullhim tomylap.Mymanneverpretendstobe

strongknowingverywellhisnot.Ifsomethinghurts

him he'llcryandIlovehim forthat.

"Iforgaveyou.I'm tryingtoregainmytrusttowards

youandyou'remakingiteasierforme."

"Iwassupposetoloveyou.Treatyouwithrespect.



Youdeserveahappilyeverafterfrom meafterall

you'vegonethrough.IpromiseI'm goingtopullup

mysocks."

"You'vegavemethebestmemoriesandyoustillare.

Idon'tthinkIcanloveanyoneelseinmylifetime."

"Iloveyousomuchmawabo."

"Iloveyoutoo."

HeliftstheoversizedT-shirtI'm wearingandkisses

myinnerthighwheremy'X'isandIwipeatearthat

falls.

"Cry.Don'tholdback."

Heholdsmeandrocksusbackandforth.Icrywhile

holdingontohim asifhe'lldisappear.

MLUNGISI

"You'reunfair."

"IknowbutIwasbeinghonest.Ifhedoesn'thelpme

thanmydaughterwilldie."

"Youdidn'tputitlikethat."



"Iknow.I'm sorry."

"Idon'tgetyousometimes."

Shegetsinbedandcoversherself.Isitnexttoher.

"Mylove?"

Silence.

"Mkami."

"I'm notyourwife."

"Youwillbesoon."

"HambaMlungisi.Iwanttoalignmychakrasand

prayforyou."(Go.)

Ipullthecoverfrom herfaceandkissher.

"Prayforme."

"Iwill."

Iwearmyblackleatherglovesandleaveourcottage.

Everyoneisasleep.Igetinmycarandsecurity

opensforme.Ihonestlydidn'tthinkSbusisowill

haveOkirisofast.Idrivetowherehesentthe

location.It'sbytheocean.Ican'tfindthem.Iseetwo



peopleonthebridgeoverthesea.Irunthere.Thisis

apublicspace.Whythefuckwouldhewantusto

meetuphere?Where'sthesecurity?Igettothem

andOkiriistiedandonhisknees.Helookpretty

beatenup.

"Hisallyours.Don'tworryaboutthenightguards.

Theydon'tseeanything."

Inodathisstatement.Heleavesusthere.Okiri

laughs.

"AhKhuzwayomybrother."

"Shutup."

"I'm surprisedyoucaughtmesofast.Thelasttime

youweren'tsolucky."

"Thelasttimeyoukilledmywife."

Hestandsupweakly.

"Sheshould'vebeenmine!Youcameandtookher

from meandgaveherthosebratsyoucallchildren!

Thosecould'vebeenmykids!"

"Webothknowyouwouldn'thave."



"Fuckyou!IfIcouldkillthatbitchIwoulddoitover

andoveragain.Shewassickanyways!"

"ButyoudecidedtodowhatI'm abouttodowithyou

rightnow.PlayGod."

"ComeonKhuzwayo.Wecanworkthisout."

"Alifeforalife."

Ishoothim onhisglabellaandheremainsstill.I

shoothim onhischestandhefallsovertherailing

andfallsintothesea.Ilookatthemoonandsigh.

"Justicehasbeenserved."

Iwalkonthesandybeachforawhilestaringatthe

moon.Igobacktomycarwithmyheartabitheavy.

Tonightboughtbackalotofbadmemories.Idrive

foranotherhourbacktooursafehouse.Luckilythe

roadsareemptyIwould'vecausedanaccidentwith

thewayIkeepzoningout.

(INTHEMORNING)

NOXOLO



Iam wokenupbyNdabenkhuluonacall.Itsounds

serioussoIlimptothebathroom.Mylegishealing

butmyarm notsosoon.HegetsinwhenI'm

brushingmyteeth.Hestandsbehindmeandlayshis

chinonmyshoulder.Helooksatmethroughthe

mirror.

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Ifinishbrushingmyteethandwestaylikethatfor

awhile.Hecloseshiseyes.

"Msiziisdead."

MybodyfreezesforaminuteandInodslowly.He

holdsmychinandIrealiseI'vebeennoddingfora

while.Iwon'tliemyheartisbrokenabit.Ionce

lovedthatmanandhegavemethemostprecious

giftinmylife.

"Whathappened?"

"Hegotintoafightwithageneralandhestabbed

him todeath."

"Ageneral?"



"Aleaderofthe28's."

Inodandtrytoform wordsonhowI'lltellSanelehis

fatherisdead.

"LetmegotellSanele."

Wewalkouttogether.IknockonLangaandSaneles

room.

"Comein."

IholdNdabenkhulu'sarm.

"Iwanttodothisalone."

HenodsandcallsLanga.Theyleaveustogether.

"Heyboy."

"Heymom."

"You'reokay?"

"Noschool.Videogamesfood.You'rehappy.Why

wouldn'tIbe?"

Ismiletimidly.

"Yourfather..."

Hefrowns.



"Uh...Hegotintoafightinprison.Theystabbed

him."

"Hisdeadisn'the?"

"Yes."

Heremainsstillandblinks.

"Hewasn'texactlytheperfectfatherbuthelovedme.

HediedwhileIwassoangryathim."

"I'm sorry."

"CanIpleasebealone."

Inodandleavehim.I'm metbyNdabenkhuluoutside

leaningwithhisforeheadonthewall.

"Isheokay?"

"Hisabitsad."

Henodsandhugsme.

"I'llbeouttoday.I'llgivey'allsometimetomourn

him.Iknowyoucaredforhim."

Inodandhepecksmylipsandleaveswithhis

shouldershanging.



KHULEKANI

ItsreallyhotandIwanttotakeanap.Ihardlyslept

causeIknowhowsneakyMaludais.Shesuspects

I'm hidingsomething.I'm wearingalongsleeveright

nowandI'm sweating.Idon'teventakeshowers

withheranymore.Shewalksinwithashorttowelon.

Ithardlycovershermilkythickthis.I'vebeen

avoidingsexcauseshetriesundressingme.

"Youcangoshower."

"Iwill."

Istandtherelookingather.Iknowtheniggadown

thereisalreadypulsating.Sheseesthetentonmy

pantsandsmirks.Shedropshertowelandturns

aroundandbendsexposingherpinksvagina.Iclear

mythroatandgotothebathroom.I'm takingacold

shower.Istripnakedandtakeoffmybandage.I

lookatmywoundanditsstillraw.Igetinsidethe

showerandputmyhandsonthewall.Thedoor

opensandIcurse.Iforgottolockthedoor.Shegets

inbehindme.Shestartstouchingmyarmstillmy

shoulder.IbitemylipsoIdon'tgrunt.Shesqueezes



them.

"AhmahnMaluda!"

Itakeherhandoffandputmyhandovermywound.

Iturnaroundandshehasherarmswrappedandher

boobsareonmyface.

"Explain."

"It'snothing."

"Really?Whyhaveyoubeenhidingthatwoundso

much?Unlessyougotshotthatnight."

"Gotshot?HayimahnMaluda."

"Am Ilying?"

Shedoesthisthingwithhershouldersandneckand

she'sonherbitchmode.IfIsayshe'slyingshe's

gonnaflipandstartscreamingthatI'm callinghera

liar.IfIsayshe'snotshe'smostdefinitelygonna

havemyassthatIgotshot.Futhihowdidshecome

totheconclusionthatIgotshot?

"I'm waitingonmyanswer."

"Babeit'sasmallwound.Iscrappedmyshoulder



bladenothingmajor."

"Letmesee."

Shestandsonhertoesandlooksatmywound.She

dragsm throughherteetch.

"Scrapped?TryagainKhulekani."

"OkayIlostbalanceandfellonsomebottles."

"Thatsnotacut."

"WhatdoyouwantmetosaykodwaMaluda?"

"Thetruth."

Uyahlanya.

"Whattruth?"

"Khulekani."

"What?"

"Talk."

"Eish.Itsafleshwoundbaby.Thebulletdidn'tgo

through."

Sheclickshertongueandshovesherfingeronmy

wound.Iscream.



"AchuMaluda!"

ShedoesitagainandIholdherhandthistime.This

oneisabully.

"Whydidn'ttheyshootyourbloodybrainout?"

"Ehyouwantmedead?"

"Ostlaelavele.Ifonotlokafetseonotloetsang?"

(You'reanidiotanyway.Ifyouhaddiedwhatwere

yougonnado?)

Y'allseewhenshespeaksSothoshelosesme.

"Khulekaniomotoamahn.Hawubatlagoswao

buekeobulayenna."(You'reoldman.Ifyouwanna

diedietellmeandI'llkillyou.)

InodeventhoughIdon'tunderstandwhatshe's

saying.IwishIhadmyphonerightnow.Translator

wouldhelprightnow.

"Youheardme?"

"Yeahbabe."

"WhatdidIsay?"

"That...uhwenauzabua."(Youwilltalk.)



ShepinchesmeandIjump.

"IsaidifyouwannadietellmeandI'llkillyou.With

mybarehands."

"You'recapablevele.",Imumble.

"Wareng?"

"Sorrybaby.I'llbemorecareful.I'llstopactinglike

ArnoldSchwazzenegar."

Shepoimtsachubbyfingeratmeandturnsaround.

Ipullherback.

"Uyaphi?"

"I'm goingtogetdressed."

"Helpmeout."

"Withwhat?"

"YouknowI'm hurtandIseem tobehavingissues

withwashingmydick."

Shelaughs.

"I'm goingtogetdressed."

Irubmyerectiononherassandshepurrs.Myhand



travelstohershavedvaginaandIpartherlips.She's

alreadywet.Irubherclitandshearchesherback

intome.

"Khulekani."

"SthandwaSam."

ShemoanswhenIinsertafingerinher.She'swet

enough.Iturnusaroundandmakeherbalanceon

thewall.

"Youhavetopullout.Ididn'tbringmypills."

Weeeehshameminangiyibonelaumawengane

zami.IinsertmyselfinherandIgroanather

tightnessandwarmth.Sdudlasamimadoda!

Ngyofelalaefelakhona!

KUHLEKONKE

Amandawalksintomyroom andgetsinbednextto

me.Hereyesarejustaspuffy.

"HappyBirthdaysthandwa."

"Thankssis."



Wesitinsilence.She'sfinallyturned18.She'sgrown

somuch.Itssadhowadaywhereweshouldbe

celebratingisthemostsaddesttous.

"IwenttocheckuponSaneleandLangaearlieron.I

foundSanelealonecrying.Apparentlyhisfatherdied.

Mybirthdayisreallycursed."

"Nosthandwa.Somethingshappen."

"Butifwehadn'twenttocelebratemybirthdaythan

wewouldn'thavegottenintothataccident.

SometimesIwishIhaddiedandmom anddad

survived.Itookthem awayfrom you."

"NoAmandawe'renotdoingthisagainthisyear.

Thatdrunktruckdrivertookthem from us.Iknowit

hurtsbutdon'tthinklikethat.Ican'timaginemylife

withoutyou."

"Imissthem sometimes.ImissDad'sjokesand

mom'sshyness.Theywerethehappiestcouple.Its

beenyearsbutitstillhurts."

"Thiskindofpaindoesn'thealeasily.Ithurtsme

sometimeslikewhenIwentthroughdepressionand

Iwishedmom wastheretohelpme.Inevermetour



againcausehelookedsomuchlikeDad."

"Iwonderiftheyevermissthem."

"Whowouldn'tmissthosetwo?Theywerethemost

kindestpeopleI'veevercomeacross.Remember

howDadboughthoboseveryweekhomeandhelped

them ontheirfeet?"

"Heusedtosaytheywereourbrothers."

"Thosewerethedays."

Webothsigh.

"Letsdosomethingdifferenttodayandstopsulking.

Yourbakingskillshaveimprovedright?"

Shenods.

"Wegoingtobakeacakesinceourbakerishurt.We

goingtocookoneofmom'srecipe's.Setatable

outsidebythepoolandhaveaminipartyforyou."

"Ifeellikestayingindoorsandeatingicecream."

"I'llgetNkosinathitochangethatmindset."

"Asif.Heknowstostayawayonmybirthdays.I'm

goingtosleep."



"Please.Manda."

Shegetsoutofbedanddragsherselftowardsthe

door.Isitupandlookatthedoorasitshutsbehind

her.Ican'tbakebutI'm sureNoxolocaninstructme.

I'm notgoodwithcookingsoftcarrotpapbutmy

brotherinlawisachef.Iknowhowshegetsonher

birthday.PoorNkosinathihastobetheonetoget

heroutofbedalone.Igetintheshower.Ihope

Bhekikhayafedmychildwhereverheis.
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LANGALAKHE

WhyIletUnyezitalkmeintohelpingoutwith

Amandasparty.I'm fryingthemeatwithabeerin

hand.WehardlysleptizoloandI'm tired.Iyawnand

shelaughsgivingmeanenergizer.

"ThandoandNaledydidgood."

Shesayslookingaroundsmiling.Theysuredid

makesomethingoutofthespace.Sheleansintome

andIkissherhead.Dadissittingunderthetree

alreadysippinghisbrandy.Hehasn'ttakenhiseyes

offNaledy.Hissosmittenit'snotevenfunny.

"Unyezi!"

SheturnstoKuhle'svoice.Shewalksovertoher.I

feelatugonmylegandlookdown.Nkanyeziis

dressedinhisswim shorts.

"Khuzwayo."

Ilaughandhegigglesaswell.Hecallsmethat

sometimes.Heheardhismothercallmethatafew

timesandheneverlookedback.Ilifthim upandhe



pointsatthemeat.NowthisaKhuzwayo.Realmen

lovemeat.IshakemyheadpointatUnyeziwho's

carryingabowloffood.

"Mamashoutsnje."

"Atleastyouknowherwell.Waittillwedishup."

RemindmewhyIhavetospeakEnglishwithmyson?

Ohsohedoesn'tstrugglemuchinschool.Kodwa

myboywillbeapussy.LangapasseswithSanele

andthey'reinaseriousconversation.Sanelelooks

shatteredandknowingmybrotherguiltiseatinghim

up.

"Bhuti!Letmego!"

Iputhim downandherunstowardshisbrothers.

"Nkanyezistoprunning!",hismothershouts.

Hewalkstothem andhugsthem both.Theytake

him withandtheygochillwithDad.

"WhyisDadnotdoinganythingagain?",Iaskthem.

"Hey!Ihavesonsanddaughters.Grandchildren

ngaphezulu.Phitizelani.Futhimywifeshouldsit

down."



"Eh.MaGemashouldalsositdown."

"Awuthulewena."(Shutup.),Dad.

Imumbleandhelaughswhilestandingup.

"Bowubonaintombiyakhouyaphapha."(Whenyou

seeyourgirlfriendyou'reforward.)

"Heh?Uyakhuluma?"(You'retalking?)

"Cah."(No)

UnyezilaughsatmeandIthrowheralook.Ihand

themeattoherandkissherbriefly.Iputmyhandon

herwaistandbendsoIcanwhisperintoherear.

"Iloveyou.Umuhleyezwa?"(You'rebeautiful.)

Shegiggleslikeaschoolgirlandwhispers.

"Iloveyoutoo.Thankyou."

Iletgoofherandshewalksaway.Ifollowherwith

myeyes.Shecomesbacktomeandyawns.

"Pleasegomakemesomecoffee."

"Youknowyoucan'tdrinkcoffee."

"I'm notsicknje."



"Butyouwillbe.Caffeinecangiveyouacardiac

attack."

"Istilldon'tgetwhatthathastodowithme."

"You'rehuman."

Sheshakesherheadwalkingaway.Idon'tknowhow

longIcankeeponlyingtoher.She'sgoingtonotice

soonbutbettershefindsoutonherown.

"Unyezi!"

IlookatherasshebalancesonKuhlekonke.Irun

towardsherandhelphersitdown.Ihandheraglass

ofwaterKuhlepassestome.

"Youokay?"

"Yeah.I'vebeengettingthesedizzyspellslatelyand

alittlenausea."

"Maybeitstheinjection."

"I'vebeenusingthiscontraceptivesinceIgavebirth."

Idropmyeyesandclearmythroat.Dadwalks

towardsus.

"Makotiyou'reokay?",Dad.



"YeboBaba.",Unyezi.

"Maybehegotyoupregnantagain.",Dad.

"Noway.",Unyezi.

Hesmilesandwalksawaywhistlingaftereyeingme.

"Probablybecauseyou'retired.Letmegetyouto

bed."

Iliftherupandtakehertoourroom.I'm fucked.

NKOSINATHI

"Manda."

"Mmmmh?"

"Lookatme."

Sheremainslayingfacingawayfrom me.

"Tjinapotra."

Sheturnsaround.Ilowerthevolumeonherspeaker.

Shesitsupandlooksatme.Hereyesarereally

puffy.

"You'reokay?"



ShenodsandIrubmyface.Isuckatthese

emotionalthings.

"Canyounotbesadtoday?Canyounotcloseoffon

us?Justfortoday?Babysteps?"

Shewipesawayhertearsandsniffs.Ipullheronmy

lapandkissbothhereyes.

"IhatefeelingthiswaybutIcan'thelpit.Ihate

reminiscingaboutthatday.IhatehowIremember

theirscreams.Ihate-"

Sheshakesherheadandstartscrying.Irubherback

soothinglywhilewhisperingsweetnothingsinher

ear.Shestopswhenshehashiccups.MyT-shirtis

wetwithhertearsandshe'sholdingontightlyonme.

"Iknowithurts.IwishIcouldmakeitbetter.IwishI

couldtakeallthepainonyourbehalf.Ihateseeing

youlikethis."

Iwipehertearwithmythumbsandkissherlips.

"ShouldIsingforyoutomakeitbetter?"

Shelaughsabitandpunchesmyshoulderslightly.

"You?Sing?No.Idon'twanttoruinmyhearing."



Ichuckleatthatshakingmyhead.

"I'm serious."

"Ohwell.Killme."

Iletgoofherandhandher,herphone.

"Youmightwanttotakeavideocausethisisthisis

thefirstandthelasttimeI'm singingforyou."

SherollshereyesandIclearmythroat.Justwhen

I'm abouttosingthereisaknockonthedoor.

"Comein."

MalumeKhulekaniwalksinandsmileshisgoofy

dumbsmileasusual.

"RomeoandJuliet.",Khulekani.

"Malume.",Ichuckle.

"Iheardmakotiwasn'tokaytoday.Waswondering

whywewerehavingporridgeforbreakfast

today.",Khulekani.

Weallchuckle.Mom madebreakfasttodayandshe

madesoftporridgeasusual.Everyonecomplained

butUnyeziKhuzwayohadthem eatingitandmade



surewefinishedit.

"Sotellmewhat'swrongmakoti?",Khulekani.

Hesitsonthecouchandlooksatus.

"Nothingmuch.",Manda.

"Icouldhearyoucryingacrossthe

hallway.",Khulekani.

Weallkeepquiet.Thisissoawkward.

"WellIwassentheretotelly'alltogetreadybythis

onesbullymother.",Khulekani.

Hestandsupandopensthedoor.Hehaltsonhis

stepandremainsstandingwithhisbacktowardsus.

"Amanda.Iknowthepainoflosingaparentandits

onewoundthatneverheals.AsgrownasIam

sometimesIneedmymother.Don'tdwelltoomuch

onthesadness.Getoffthatbed.Celebrateyour

birthday.DoitforyourparentsandKuhlekonke.

Carrythemindsetthatyou'remakingthem proud

andtheywillalwaysbewithyouaround.Itsnever

easybutcryingwon'tmakeiteasy.",Khulekani.

Hestepsoutandcomesbackin.



"Ohandcryingmalesyouloseweight.",Khulekani.

Heclosesthedooragainandwehearhim singing

somemaskandisongdownthehallway.

"Youheardhim.Getup."

Shestandupandshedoeslooklikeshelostabitof

weight.

"You'retakingashowerwithme?"

"No.Webothknowwe'llnevergetout."

Inodunderstandinglysmiling.Ikissherforehead.

"Seeyouinasec.Bealright."

ShenodsandIexit.IhearhermusicplayagainandI

sigh.

KUHLEKONKE

"You'resureshe'scoming?",IaskKhulekani.

"Yes.Relax.",Khulekani.

"Shebettercome.I'm wearingjeansforthis.",Langa.

Wealllaughhim.Hisbeencomplainingsince.



"Letmegetussomewine.",Unyezi.

Shestandupandgetsabottle.Shepoursusgirls

glassesandhandsittous.Weallstandupandgo

sitawayfrom theloudmen.Langacometowardsus

andtakestheglassfrom Unyezi.

"Haibo.Langa.",Unyezi.

"Sorrybabe.Canyousticktothejuicefor

today?",Langa.

"Why?Givememyglass.",Unyezi.

"CanItalktoyou?",Langa.

HepullsherasidehandingthewinetoNaledy.She

gulpsitdown.

"Shame.Itsgoingtobealong9monthswithout

wine.",Naledy.

Wealllookather.

"Huh?",Thando.

"Nothing.",Naledy.

WeallshrugtalkingandwaitingforAmandatopop

up.



UNYEZI

"Ican'tdrinknow?",Ishoutwhisperathim.

"Yes."

Ilookathim nastyandherubshisface.

"Look.Youcan'tdrink."

"Why?Sincewhenareyouthathusband?"

"Itsnotaboutthat.Trustme.Justdon'tdrink."

"I'm goingtosleep."

Itrywalkingawaybutheholdmywaist.

"Unyezi."

Ilookathim.

"Calm down.It'snotthatdeep.Justdon'tdrink."

"Ifitsnotcoffeeit'swine.You'retreatingmelikeI'm

pregnant."

Heclearshisthroatandscratcheshisbeard.

"No.ItsjustthekidsarehereandIdon'twantthem

toseeyoudrunk."



"But-"

"Please.Don'tfightmeonthis."

"Fine."

Hesighsinreliefandkissesme.

"I'llgetyousomeorangejuice."

Inodandhewalksaway.Ilookathim.Hisupto

somethingandhecan'tevensitstillwithit.Iwalk

backtothegirls.

THANDO

I'vebeentryingtogetaholdofOzotonoavailtoday.

Ireallymisshim.Welasttalkedinthemorningwhen

Itoldhim we'llbecomingbacksoon.Hedidtellme

aboutwhattranspiredbetweenmyDadandhis

uncle.Iknowmyfamily'sotherdirtyside.Healso

informedmeaboutmyhospitallookingreadyand

thatinspectionsweredoneandeverythingwassafe

andready.Finally!Ilikedthelittlebuildingwewere

usingbutitwasn'tmine.Unyeziwilllikethis.We're

preparingforthegrandopening.Ihateddoingstuff



overthephone.Everybodystandsandsingsas

AmandaandNkosinathiwalksin.Poorchildisso

shyandawkward.

"Thankyou.",shesaysshyly.

"Makoti!",Khulekani.

WealllaughexceptLangaandNdabenkhulu.They

don'treallylikethisrelationshipbutNkosinathi

seemstolikethisgirl.From whatI'vebeentoldthey

shouldletthesetwodate.They'renotfamilyafterall

butthelasttimeIsaidthatLangaalmostbitmy

headoff.Kuhletakesthemic.ThatwasDad'sidea.

DramaticshouldIsay.Wecanhearprettywell.

"Amandamysister.Only.Thisisthefirsttimein

yearswe'recelebratingagain.Imissedthat.Imissed

singingthehappybirthdaysongforyou..."

Izoneoutafterthat.Idon'tlikespeeches.

Nkosinathigetsonstageandtakesthemic.

"Idon'treallyunderstandwhatthemicisfor.",

Nkosinathi.

Wealllaugh.Weallscream,"ItsyourGranpasidea."



"Yeyi!Usethemic!",Dad.

Welaughharder.

"Okay.Iwasgoingtosingfortheladyoftheevening

earlieronbutMalumeKhulekanidisturbedus.Mom

thoughtitwouldbeagoodideatosingnow.",

Nkosinathi.

Ilookupfrom myphoneandlookatmynephewas

hebreathesinandout.Ican'trememberthelast

timeIheardhim singing.

AMANDA

EveryoneislookingatNkosinathi.Hismotherlooks

likesheisabouttoburstinjoy.NowayNkosinathi

cansing.I'veneverheardhim singing.Noteven

once.

"ImeantitearlierwhenIsaidyoumightwanttotake

avideoofthisTjinapotracauseitsafirstandlast.",

Nkosinathi.

Everyonetakesouttheirphones.Abeatplays.It

soundsfamiliar.



"Areyouonyourway?

Areyoucomin'soontome?

NoparkinginLA

SoI'masendaUbertoyourplace

Ismysecretsafe?

Safewithjustyouandme

Wecan'tleaveatrace

Thisismyfavoritemistake

Ohh,lookinmyeyes

Canyoufindthelies?Doyoufeelalive?

Lookinmyeyes

Doyoumindthelies?Doyoufeelalive?

Lookinmyeyes

Webothknowit'swrongbutyou'restillcomin'over

Evenwhenyou'regonethefeelin'justgrowstronger

Shouldleaveitalonebutyou'restillgettin'closer

Webothknowit'swrong,can'tkeepthisforlong



Whileit'sgoingon,I'llputitinasong

Areyouonyourway?Areyoucomin'soontome?

I'm gettin'impatient,lookatwhatyoudotome

Oursecret'ssafesoyou'remyfavoritemistake

That'swhywegottakeepitonthelow

Girlathomebutshedon'tneedtoknow

What'sgoingon,itwon'tbeonforlong,no

Ohh,lookinmyeyes

Canyoufindthelies?Doyoufeelalive?

Lookinmyeyes

Doyoumindthelies?Doyoufeelalive?

Lookinmyeyes

Webothknowit'swrongbutyou'restillcomin'over

Evenwhenyou'regonethefeelin'justgrowstronger

Shouldleaveitalonebutyou'restillgettin'closer

Webothknowit'swrong,can'tkeepthisforlong

Whileit'sgoingon,I'llputitinasong."



Hejustsangourfavouritesong.I'm actuallygladI

tookavideonow.Ididn'tknowhehadsuchagreat

voice.Ifeltgoosebumpsontopofgoosebumps.We

allclapandhewalkstowardsmesmiling.Weshare

alonghug.Hewipesmytearsandwhispers.

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo.",Iwhisperback.

Weseparateandtakeaseat.Iwonderwhocooked

causethissmellsamazing.Ieyethecakeandsmile.

Beautiful.Iholdbacktears.Mom wouldbesoproud

ofthefamilyherdaughterismarryinginto.Ikiss

Kuhlescheekandwhispera'thankyou.'shesmiles

withtearsinhereyes.
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MONTHSLATER

OZO

Iwalkoutofthemeetingcarryingmybriefcaseand

standinfrontoftheelevator.Ireplytoatextfrom

mymom andputmyphonebackintomypocket.

HerscenthitsmeagainandItenseupabit.We

wereinameetingdiscussingopeninganother

branchandherscentmademedizzythroughoutthe

wholemeeting.Shestandsnexttome.

"MsKhuzwayo."

"MrButhelezi.",shegreetsback.

Ilookatherandsheremainslookingattheelevator.

Herphoneringsastheelevatorpingsandarrives.

Webothstepinandstandagooddistancefrom

eachother.She'sonthephonewiththatsonofa

bitchsheleftmefor.Iclenchmyjawsandloosen

mytie.

"Iloveyoutoo.",shegigglesandendsthecall.

WhentheelevatorstopsIexitfirstandpassthe



reception.EveryoneislookingatmeandI'm sure

theycanseehowpissedIam.Ishould'veknown

thatfallingforayounggirlwasarisk.Sheleftmefor

someonewhowasherage.IgetinsidemycarandI

punchthesteeringwheelfuriously.

"DammitThando!"

Itakeoffmysuitjacketandmytie.Iunbottonthe

firsttwobuttonsonmyshirt.Itsbeenover9months

sincesheleftmeforthatscumbagthatcalledhera

hoodrat.Hefoundoutshewasactuallyverywealthy

andstartedhittingonherandbecauseshe'sa

fuckingclownshechosehim.Idon'tgethowshe

wenttohim.Thesexwasgood.Irespectedher.I

knewherperioddates.Iremindedhertotakeher

pills.Argh!IseehergettingintohercarandIstart

theignition.Idriveoffangrilyalmostcausingan

accident.

THANDO

Iwatchhiscarasitdrivesoff.Abitofsadnessdoes

engulfmebutIbrushitoff.Hisstillangryatmeand



Iwishhecouldunderstand.Sthembisoisthechosen

onefrom me.Speakingofhim,Itransfersome

moneytohim.Igetintomycaranddriveoffthe

oppositedirection.Thekidsarevisitingmetodayso

Ihavetocookearly.Itakeaquickshowerandget

dressedinanoversizedT-shirt.Icutthevegetables

whileI'm onthephonewithUnyezi.

"Yourbrothersarenotkeenonmeetingthisguyof

yours."

"I'dbesurprisediftheywere."

"Whatdidyousayhissurnamewasagain?"

"SthembisoMkhwanazi.You'realwaysaskingme

that.Why?"

"Itsoundsfamiliarbutlet'shopeitsnottheoneI

know."

"Uh...Okay.Letmefinishcookingbeforethosebrats

ofyourscome."

"I'm stillatwork.Ihaveonemorepatient."

"IfLangassuspicionswererealyouwouldbeat

homewithswollenfeetandabigtummy."



"Yourbrotherkodwa.Iwasreadytokillhim.Ican't

haveanotherkidrightnow."

"Naweyouwerealwayshavingdizzyspells."

"Ichangedthecontraceptive.Ioptedforpillsthis

time."

"Heh!GuesswhoIsawtoday?"

"Who?"

"Rememberwehadaboardmeetingtoday?"

"Yes."

"AndSbusisoisaboardmemberandashareholder

aswell."

"Oooooh.ThetensionIcanimagine."

"YohUnyezi!Hedidn'teventakepartinthemeeting.

Hejustsignedthepaperworkforthemoneyneeded

sincehisourbiggestinvestorandwalkedout."

"Youlie!Ithoughthewasgoingtopullout."

"Metoobuthisstillinvesting."

"Hisasweetguythou.Hottoo."



Ilaughabit.

"WorsewhenIwenttocatchanelevatornayehe

wasthere.Tension!"

"Hah!Awkward!"

"Yeyi!Westoodthereandmyphonerang.WhenI

saidIloveyoutoSthehelostit.Stormedoutof

there.Hedroveawaysofast."

"Yoh!Yourlifeisamovieshamesweetheart."

"Iknowright?'

"Verymuch.Mypatientishere.Byebabe.Loveyou."

"Loveyou."

WedropthecallandIgetbacktocookingwhile

listeningtomusic.

NKOSINATHI

Ijustcamebackfrom soccertrainingandI'm

exhausted.Iopenmyapartmentandleavethedoor

openforfreshair.ItsOctoberanditiscrazyhot!I

throwmybagonthefloorandlayonmybed.Itook



ashoweraftertrainingsoIclosemyeyes.Myphone

goesoffandItakeitoutofmypocket.Itsan

Instagram notification.

'MandaWaves21islive.'

ThatsAmandasusernameonInstagram.Iclickonit

andherfacecomestoshow.She'slaughingat

something.Thecameramovesandthatsimpnigga

ofherscomestodisplay.Thingsdidn'tworkout

betweenussowedecidedtomoveon.Sheseems

happywiththisnewguyofhers.AboAmanda

bayajola.Whodatesaniggawithtwoearpiercings

andanosepiercing?Nxai!Ilogoutandthrowmy

phoneonmybed.Istandupandgoclosemydoor

andturnontheairconditioner.IwishIcouldrolla

jointandsmokebutI'm tryingoutforSundownssoI

hadtoquit.Itextoneofmybootycallstocome.The

ideaofanotherniggatappingTjinapotraisdriving

mecrazy.Irespectherrelationshipbutshecan'tlet

thatniggasmashMYpussy.Wereallytriedmaking

itworkbutwebothagreedthatwejustmettooearly.

I'm stillgoingtomarryherthou.She'smine.



LANGA

IdriveoffwithNkanyeziandLamifighting.

"Khuzwayo!",Nkanyezi.

"Baba!",Lami.

"Stopitmanyoutwo!Lamileavethechildalone!",I

shoutatthem.

"Itsmyphonethou.",Lami.

"Borrowhim."

Heexhalesandlaysbackontheseat.Sanelelaughs

shakinghishead.Hisusedtotheirfrequentfighting.

Iam not!Itsannoying!Iparkinthevisitorsparking.I

seehercatwalkoutthebuilding.I'm treatingher

quitegood.She'sthickandglowing.Shegetsinthe

carandpecksmylips.

"Euw!",Lami.

"Hayisuka!Unjanisthandwasami?",Unyezi.

"I'm okay/I'm greatmama!",meandNkanyezisay

simultaneously.

OhIforgothisalsohersthandwa.Thischildis



takingupmyspace.Unyezilaughs.

"Kids.Y'allreadyfortheweekendwithAunt

Thando?",Unyezi.

"Wealwaysready!/Yes!/Always!",theyexclaim.

IdriveoffasNkanyezitellshismotherabout

cartoons.Thisonecantalk!

"RightKhuzwayo?",Nkanyezi.

"Yeahson."

Ididn'tevenhearwhathewastalkingabout.

"I'm tellingyoumama!IwantaPJMasksbedroom

too.",Nkanyezi.

"YouhadaSpongebobdecodonemonths

ago.",Unyezi.

Thatsalreadyano.

"Yeahbut-"

"NoNkanyezi.Wherearewesupposedtogetthe

money?",Unyezi.

She'ssostingysometimes.Idon'tevenwanttoget



involved.

"Daddy?",Nkanyezi.

NowI'm Daddy?Ilookathismom andshegivesme

aneye.Iclearmythroat.

"Son.Yourmotherisright."

Andthecryingbegins.One!Two!Asswhooping!

ThankGodIboughttheAvanza.

"Myphone!",Lamishouts.

"Aaaaaaaaaaah!",Nkanyeziscreamsashismother

slapshisass.

"OuchNkanyezi!",SaneleshoutswhenNkanyezi

kickshim whenhistryingtorunawayfrom his

mother.

Ialreadyhaveaheadache.I'm gladUnyeziisn't

pregnant.We'renotreadyforanotherchild.

"MaGema.Yek'ingane."(Leavethechildalone.)

Shelet'shim goclickinghertongue.

"Ungalingeukhale!"(Dontevendarecry.),Unyezi.



"Don'tcryson.MaGemauyekeukushayaiyingane

zam.ZololokhubowushayauNkosinathieguge

kangaka."(Stophittingmychildren.Recentlyyou

werehittingNkosinathiwhilehissoold.)

"Khuzwayo.Don'ttellmehowtoraisemykids.

Uneyinganewena?"(Doyouhavekids?),Unyezi.

"SorryMkami."

Iparkoutsidethegate.Thandowavesatusasthe

kidsruntoher.Nkanyeziisalreadysnitching.

"Unyezi!Whyareyouhittingmynephew?",sheasks

walkingcloser.

"Hethinkshisawhitechild.",Unyezi.

Wesayourgoodbyesanddriveoff.

"MaGema.Yek'ukushayaiyingane."(Stophittingthe

kids.)

"UneyinganeKhuzwayo?"(Doyouhavekids?)

"WatchyourtoneMkami."

Shethrowsaglanceatmeandtakesouther

earphones.She'sangry.I'm sureifshecouldshe'd



beatmyassaswell.ShelookstiredtodaysoIdrive

tomyShisanyamainKwaMashu.

TSHEGO

IwinceasIsitdownonthebenchatthebusstop.

Khulekanididanumberonmeyesterday.Inoticehis

carapproachingandIdreadstandingup.Heparksin

frontofmerevvinghiscarcreatingunnecessary

dust.Showoff.Thekidsfrom campusarelookingat

him.They'reusedtohim.Heenjoystheattention.I

standupandgroanasapainshootsthroughoutmy

abdomen.Heopensthedoorfrom theinsideandI

getinsidewincingasIsitdown.I'vehadalongand

painfulday.

"Sawubona."(hello.)

Inodmyheadandhegripsmythigh.

"Sawubona."(Hello.)

"Dumela."

Hesmilesandpoutshislips.Ijustlookathim.

"MykissMaThengo."



"I'm tired."

"Haibo."

Heparksthecarneartheroad.Helooksatme.

"TellmeSeho.Afterallthepunishmentsexyou

receivedwhenareyougoingtolearntofixyour

attitude?"

"Whatattitude?"

Helooksatmefrowning.

"HaibonjaloSpuraMaluda."

Irollmyeyesandheslapsmythighlightly.

"Didn'tItellyouaboutrollingyoureyesatme?"

Idon'tanswerhim causinghim tochuckle.

"MaThengo.Who'sthemanhere?"

"You."

"Who'sthepenetrator?"

"You."

"Who'stheprovider?Theprotector?Thehead?

Umaquzuubanila?"(Who'stheboss?)



"You."

"Thanstopfightingmefordominance.AslongasI

penetrateyoungekengizwengawe.Kantiubani

onesendephakathikwethu?"(Iwon'tbecontrolled

byyou.Whohasballsbetweenus?)

"Nguwe."(You.)

MyZuluisgettingbetter.

"IhopeIwon'thavetofucksomesenseintoyou

againngobaIdon'tmind.Withyourattitudeyou're

stillgoingtobewearingmyswagpantstoschool

limping."

Inodandhekissesme.

"Nowhowaboutawarm bathwhenyougethome

whileImakeyousomethingtoeat?"

"I'dappreciatethat."

"Okay.You'resleepingoverkeh."

Hestartstheengineagainandwe'rebackinthe

road.Ireallytrygettingmyattitudeincheckbutmy

mouthhasamindofitsown.Irestbackonthechair

andsigh.Nowondereveryonealwayscomplains



aboutZulumen.Ialsohaveastorytotellaboutthis

ShakaZuluofmine.

NOXOLO

"Thandobetternotbringthatscumbagofherstoour

wedding!"

NdabenkhulujustgotthefileonSthembisoandit

doesn'tseem good.Heissopissedoffrightnow.

"Shedoesn'tknowright?"

"No.Abloodyrapist?!Awholefuckenrapist?!And

hisdatingmysister?!"

I'veneverseenhim soangry.Ijustgothroughthe

filewhilehepacesaround.

"DoesLangaknowthathisthesameguywho...you

knowhiswife?"

"Idon'tknow.Ifhisathomethanhealreadyknows."

"Thissobad!"

Ireadoveragain.



"Hadbeenconvictedforrape,statutoryrape,sexual

harassment,illegalpornographyandphysicalabuse.

Inoneofhiscasesafriendwhowasalsofacinga

caseforrapewithahigherchargesaidthatthiswas

nottheirfirsttimegangraping.Apparentlyitstarted

attheorphanagehomewithagirlcalled

Unyezi(surnamenotgranted)whowasn'ttraceable

whenpolicetriedfindingher.Afterherhesaidmany

followedleaving'X'markedontheirbodies.Afew

girlswerefound,thoumanyhaddiedduetosuicide."

Thissosick!Everythingwashere.Thenamesof

everygirlhisevertakenpartofrapingwasthere.His

releasedate.Everything!Evenhisbloodtype.This

resourcesureknowshiswork.Iclosethefileas

Ndabenkhuludrinkshiswhisky.Hisphonerings.

"ItsLanga."

"Answerit."

HeanswersexitingandIsigh.Thandoshould've

stayedwithOzocausewhatsabouttogodownis

gonnabebloodbathandshedoesn'twantherlove

forthisguymakinghergetinvolved.I'veneverknew



Unyezisstorybutthere'sonlyoneUnyeziI'veever

known.Iwipemytearsandsniff.Womangothrough

alot.Thisjusttriggeredme.Ndabenkhulucomes

backandnoticesmecrying.

"Sdudlasami."

Heengulfsmeinhisbigarmsandkissesmyhead.

"WhatdidLangasay?"

"Hedoesn'tknowasyet.Myguessishisnothome."

Webothsighinrelief.

"Whatnow?"

"Wejustwait."

Inodandlaymyheadonhischest.

"You'reokaySdudla?"

"Yeah.I'm justabit..."

"Triggered?"

Inod.

"Itsunderstandable.Whenisyourphotoshootwith

Tshego?"



"Naledysaidshe'llcontactus.She'sagreat

photographer."

"Isawherwebsite.Beautiful."

"Ican'twait."

"Sdudla."

"Mmmmh?"

"I'm hungry."

"You'resuchababy."

Ipeckshislipsandstandgetofthebarstool.Hesits

downasImakesomethingforus.Saneleisnever

hereonweekends.Maybeweshouldgivehim alittle

brotherorsister.
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NOXOLO

"Y'alllookssofuckencute!",Unyezi.

"Mostdef.",Thando.

They'resittinginonthephotoshoot.It'sforplus

sizedpeople.Naledyisthephotographer.

"Ifeelsosexyrightnow.",Tshego.

"Youare!",Unyezi.

"Makelovetothecameraladies!Yes!Showmethe

booty.YesTshego!GoodNoxolo!AhPerfect!",

Naledy.

MeandTshegochangeposesasNaledytakes

picturescontinuously.

AMANDA

"Youcan'tcomeSandile."

"Why?"

"Itsforfriendsandfamily."



"Itsbecauseofthatexofyours.Angimusabi!"

"ButIcan'tcomewithyouathisownbirthdayparty."

"YazinivayaAmanda."

Hestandsupandtakeshiscarkeysandphonethan

leaves.Idon'tevenrunafterhim.Ifinishmyfood

andpaythebill.IknowheleftmebehindsoIjust

decideonbuyinganoutfitforNkosinathi'sbirthday

party.IseeSandiletalkingwiththatexofhis.Guess

hedidn'tleave.Ipassthem andwalkintoMrPrice.

WhenIseethem enterIrollmyeyes.Histryingto

makemejealous.Thegirlcan'tkeepherhandsto

herselfandI'm notmoved.

"Stopstaringatthem."

Ijumpatthevoiceandturnaround.

"HeyTjinapotra."

Igulpandsmileabit.Doeshehavetolooksogood?

Hehasabunchofhoodiesinhisarm.Hisphysique

isappeasingandIcan'thelpsizinghim upfora

while.Ohmygosh!Hesmellssogood!

"Amanda."



Irollmyeyesatthevoice.Sandilewrapshisarm

aroundmywaist.Nkosinathichucklesshakinghis

head.

"Yahsani.",Nkosinathi.

Sandilelooksathim upanddownandlooksatme.

"Let'sgetgoingbabe."

Babe?WhereisyourexCharlie?

"I'llseeyouaroundTjinapotra.Nawecheese

boy.",Nkosinathi.

Nkosinathiwalksawaywithhisonebracketand

chucklesandmumbles.

"Whatasimp.",Nkosinathi.

Sandileclickshistongueandremoveshisarm

aroundme.

"Let'sgo."

"I'llcatchanuber."

Ileavehim standingthereandpickoutafewitems.I

requestanuberwhilewalkingout.Istandoutside

forawhilebeforeaBlackSUVparksinfrontofme.



SbhamusmilesatmeandIjumpinnextto

Nkosinathi.Icancelmyride.We'rebothonour

phones.Thesilenceiscomfortable.Ireceiveattext

from Sandile.

"Canyousleepovertoday?"

"No.Ihaveanassignmenttofinish."

"Cool."

"Yeah."

SbhamudropsmefirstandIwavegoodbyeatthem.

Thegateisopenedforme.Igreetthesecurityand

getinsidethehouse.

"Sawubonama.",IgreetSinenhlanhla'snanny.

"Yebomtanam."

She'sinherlatefortiesandstillverybeautiful.Iwalk

upstairstomyroom andstripnaked.Inoticethe

dampnessonmypanties.Nkosinathi!Ijumpintothe

shower.



UNYEZI

"Who'sridingwithme?",Iaskgrabbingmybag.

"Me!",TshegoandNoxolosay.

"Stheisfetchingme.",Thando.

Myeyetwitchesandwenod.

"ByeNana!",wetellNaledy.

"Bye.",Naledy.

Weexchangehugsandwalkout.Thandohugsus

andwalkstoawhitePoloGTI.Iseehim sittingon

thedriversseat.Hegetsouttoopenthedoorfor

Thandoandgreetsus.Wedon'tgreetback.Oureyes

meetandIfeelalltheangerinmeresurface.When

LangatoldmethatThandoisdatingthatscumbagI

didntbelieveitbutnowhereheisandIfeellike

stranglinghim.NoxoloholdsmyhandasIam about

topulloutmygun.

"We'reinapublicspaceNyezi.",Noxolo.

Inodandwegetintomycar.TherideissilentasI

dropeveryoneoff.Noxoloisthelasttogetoff.She

looksatmeforawhile.



"Itsgoingtobeokay.Italwaysdoes.",Noxolo.

Inodandshegetsout.Thedrivehomeislongand

slow.Iparkmycarandwalkinside.Langaismaking

asandwich.

"Mkami."

Iturnaroundandhenoticesthetears.

"What'swrong?"

Hewalksuptomeandengulfsme.

"Isawhim."

"Him?"

"Yes."

Ihearhim sighandhisholdtightensaroundme.

Flashbacks.Mykneesstarttowobblebuthepicks

meup.I'm nowcryingloudly.IfeellikepukingasI

smellhisscent.

THANDO

"Sothoseareyoursisters?"



HestealsaglanceatmeandIsmile.

"Yes.Noticedtheeyecontactbetweenyouand

Unyezi."

"Who?"

Inoticehowhewipeshisforeheadandtightenshis

fingersaroundthesteeringwheel.Ijustkeepquiet

andthinkingaboutallthewomenhishurt.I've

knownformonthsbutI'veneverknewhowtodeal

withit.Wehaven'tbeensexualeversincewestarted

datingbutIknowhehasseveralcougars.AllIknow

isIhavetoeliminatehim soonernowsinceUnyezi

hasseenhim.Hewasn'tevensupposedtobethere

soearly!Wegetoutofthecarandwalkinsidewith

him textingonhisphone.Heheadsforthefridge

andItakeoffmyheals.Ilookatmyselfonthemirror

againstthewall.Youcandothis!Itakeoutmygun

hidingitbehindmyback.I'vewentthroughthis

multipletimes.Icandothis!Heturnsaroundsmiling

downatme.Ipullhim inforakissswallowingthe

bile.HeeasesusonthetiledkitchenfloorandI

closemyeyesshootinghim onhisside.



"Aaaaaah!"

Ipushhim offmeandshootmyfootandletouta

loudscream.Ikickthegunawayfrom bothofus

andIstarttearingupmyclothes.Ilaymyback

againstthestoveashelooksatmebleeding.

"Youbitch!"

"Youthoughyoucouldplayme?Youhurtwomen

andyouthinkyouwouldgetawaywithit?"

IfeelmyangerfuelupandItakeaknife.Heholds

myfootandIstabhishand.Irepeatedlystabhim

evenwhenIhearthesirens!Thedooriskickeddown

butIcarryonstabbingknowingverywellheisdead.

Handswraparoundmeliftingmeup.Iletoutaloud

scream coveringmyears.Ican'tseeproperlydueto

myangerbutIcanfeelmanypresencesaroundthe

house.

"Sedateher!"

Ifeelaprickonmyneckandmyscreamsdiedown

asIfallintounconsciousness.



OZO

Thandossecuritycompanyalertedmeabout

gunshots.Idrivethereinspeed,gettingaticketon

theway.Iparkandtheirisabodycoveredwitha

silverbag.

"No!Thando!"

IgetoutmycarandwalktowardsbutIcan'tpass

the'crimescene'.Herbrotherscomeoutofthe

houseandwhentheyseemetheytellthem toletme

in.Iwalkovertothem andgreet.

"WhereisThando?"

Theykeepquietforawhileandsigh.

"Isshe-?",Iask.

"No!She'ssedatedandonherwaytothe

hospital.",Khulekani.

"Whathappened?"

"Shehadafightwiththatscumbag.Shekilled

him.",Khulekani.

Weallwalkoutandstandnearmycar.Langatakes



outapaperfrom hiswaistandhandsittome.

"Guesssheknewafterall.Iknowforsureshekilled

him purposely.",Langa.

"Havey'allfoundalawyer?"

"Dadisonit.",Ndabenkhulu.

Inodandthrowthefileinsidemycar.Thisisamess.

"Whywerey'alldraggingy'allfeetoneliminating

him?"

"Wecouldn'tjustkillhim.Oursisterlovedhim.Or

thatswhatwethought.",Bhekikhaya.

"Thisisamess.Thandomightgotojail."

"Shewon't.Shemightgetsenttoahospice.Wejust

havetowaitforherstatementbeforewestart

comingupwithaplan.",Ndabenkhulu.

"Letmedrivetothehospital."

TheynodandNdabenkhulupatsmyshoulder.

"Thankyouforlovingher."

Inodandgetintomycar.Idriveofftryingtocome



upwithasensibleexplanationtowhathappened.

NKOSINATHI

Aknockdisturbsmefrom my35pushup.Istandup

grabbingatowelwipingmyface.Iopenthedoorand

findAmandawiththekids.

"Uhhey."

"Hey.AuntThandoisinhospitalandthewhole

familyisupandabout.Nkanyeziwascryingforyou

soIaskedthedrivertodriveushere.",shesays

withoutbreathing.

"BreatheManda.",Isaysmiling.

SheexhalesandIletthem in.I'm sogladIboughta

2bedroom apartment.Nkanyeziisclingingontomy

leg.IlifthisheavyassupwhileAmandatakesa

sleepingSnetotheguestroom.

"Bhuti.",Sanele.

"Sho."

"Canwechangethechannel?",Sanele.



"Yeahboy."

Ihandthem theremoteandtakeNkanyeziwithme

totheguestroom.Hefellasleep.Ilayhim down

nexttoSne.Amandathrowsafleeceoverthem.We

walkout.

"Sisi.Ngicelaukudla."(canihavefood),Lami.

"Okaysthandwa."

Shestartsbywashingthedishesinthesink.Iwas

goingtodothoselater.Shelooksinthefridgeandis

metbymydietfood.Sheshakesherheadandtakes

outthemeatfrom thedeepfreezerbending.Ican't

helpbuttolookatherass.Itakeoutabottleof

waterandtakeaseatonthebarstool.

"Canyoupleasemakesandwichesforthosetwo

whileIcook?"

Ijustcarryonrunningmyeyesdownherbody.

"Nkosinathi!"

"Ohsorry.Yeah?"

"PleasemakesandwichesforLamiandSanewhileI

cook?"



"Yeahnoproblem."

Istandupandstarttakingoutingredients.I'llaskher

lateraboutAuntThando.

UNYEZI

Wehavebeenwaitingoutsideherwardandnoone

hascometoseeus.Weseeadoctorapproaching

andIgetoutofLangasembrace.

"Doctor.ThandolwethuKhuzwayo.Issheokay?"

Helooksathisfile.

"MsKhuzwayoisstillintheatre.Herlegwasalmost

shotoffsowe'retryingasmuchaswecan."

Inodandheleavesusthere.Theboysgetoutfor

anothersmoke.PoorOzohasbeensittingtherewith

hisheadbetweenhisknees.Noxolopullsmy

tremblingbodytoherandshushesme.Khuzwayo

andNanawalkin.

"Imettheboysoutside.She'llbeokay.",Khuzwayo.

Whoishetryingtoconvince?Helookslikehe



doesn'tbelievewhathissayinghimself.Thandohas

beenthroughalotalready!Naledysitsnexttous

andsighs.Shewipesbloodthattricklesdownher

nose.

"Nana?",Khuzwayo.

"I'm okay.Thereisalotofabandonedspiritshere.

Theirpresencesarequiteheavyonme.",Naledy.

Kuhletakesoutatissueandhandittoher.We

remainwaitingforsomenewsonThando.



63

OZO

LangahandsmeacupofcoffeeandItakeit

thankinghim.We'vebeenhereallnight.Shegotout

oftheatrereallylatebutwestillcouldn'tseeher.

Theytooktheladieshomeyesterdaynightandthey

arrivedearlyinthemorningwithsomefood.I

couldn'teveneat.Adoctorwalkstowardsussmiling

andweallstandup.

"ThandolwethuKhuzwayo?"

Weallnod.

"Shewokeupanhourago.Herfootisgoingtoheal

butit'lltaketime.I'llallowonlyonepersontogosee

her.She'sunderpolicecustody."9

WealllookatherandLangaclickshistongue.

"Haveyouseenhowbigthisfamilyis?Andyou're

onlyallowingoneperson?Udakiwe!Asikucelifuthi

asambeni."(you'redrunk!We'renotaskingyou!Lets

go!),Langa.

"Sirit'sprotoco-"



"It'sokayma'am.Youhavetounderstandwe'reall

agitated.Sbusiso.",Khuzwayo.

Ilookupathim.

"Youcangoin.Tellherweallhere.",Khuzwayo.

Idon'tthinkitsagoodideabutthatdoesn'tstopmy

feetfrom walkingbehindthedoctor.Wegreetthe

policeofficerstandingnexttoherdoor.

"45minutes.",doctor.

Inodandopenthedoor,slowly.Itakeadeepbreath

in.Oureyesmeetandhertearsfall.Inoticeone

handishandcuffedtothebed.Isitonachairnextto

herbed.Shelooksatme.

"Ozo/Thando.",webothsay.

"Goahead.",Itellher.

"I'm sorry."

"Forwhat?"

"Leavingyoulikethat.Itwasallpartoftheplan."

"Whatplan?"



"Icouldn'tlethim goawaywithwhathedidtoUnyezi.

Allthosegirls.Icouldn't.HedeservedtodiesoI

plannedallthis."

Sheinhalesandwipeshertears.Myhandholdsher

handinvoluntarily.Shesqueezesit.

"YoumightgotojailforthisThando."

"Iwon't.Iwillsayhewasbeatingmeupandtryingto

forcehimselfonmeandIgrabbedmyhandbag

causingmyguntofall.Igrabbeditandhesawit.We

foughtforthegunshootingmyfoot.Ikneedhim in

thegutsandtookthegunandshothim.Hewasstill

aliveandgrabbedmyfootsoIpulledaknifeinpure

adrenalineandstabbedhim."

Iremainquietforawhile.

"How-?"

"IknewIhadtoshootatcloserangesoitcanbe

morebelievable.Hediedwithabonersothatwill

alsohelp."

"Butyoushould'veletyourbrothershandleit."

"Theydraggedtheirfeet."



"But-"

"No!IdidwhatIhadtodo!I'm awomantoo!"

"Okay.Relax.Havedrankyourpills?"

Sheshakesherhead.

"I'llgofetchthem andcomeback.Juststicktothis

story.YourDadisgettingyouthebestlawyerin

town."

"Okay."

"Doyouneedanything?"

"Food,toiletriesandmyphone."

"Okay.I'llgotelleveryoneoutside."

"Everyone?"

"Yourbrothersandtheirwives."

"Okay."

Istandupandheadforthedoor.

"Ozo."

Ihaltinmystepsandlookather.



"Iloveyou."

"SodoI."

Iwalkoutandwalktothewaitingarea.

"Issheokay?",Langa

"Shehasn'ttakenherpills.Shealsoneedstoiletries,

foodandherphone."

"Didshesayanythingabout...?",Khuzwayo

"Yeah.I'lltelly'all.Sheseemstohaveitallcovered.

She'slookingatthreemonthsifherlawyerisgood

orayear."

"Idon'twantherinside.She'snotfitfor

that.",Khuzwayo

"Weallagree.Wewillmakeaplan.",Khulekani.

Inodandtakealiftdownstairs.Thandoshould've

leftthiswholethingtoherbrothers.Shedidamessy

job!Amessyone!

NKOSINATHI



ItriedcallingMom againandshefinallypickedup.

"Istilldon'tunderstandwhyIwasn'tinformed."

"Sorryson.Wewerejustshockedanddidn'thave

time."

"It'sokay.Thekidshavebeenaskingwherearey'all.

WorseNkanyeziandSnenhlanhla.Theyhavebeen

crying.Ithinktheycansensethatsomethingis

wrong."

"Iknowbaby.We'llpassbyandfetchthem."

"Okay.Loveyou."

"Loveyou."

Igocheckuponthekidsonemoretime.Igotomy

room andfindAmandaasleep.Itakeachangeof

clothingandtiptoeout.

AftermyshowerIwalkouttobreakfast.

"Goodmorning."

"Hey.Sleptgood?"

"Myneckiskindasore.Mysofaisn'tdesignedtobe

slepton."



"Sorry."

"No.It'sokay.What'dyoumake?"

"Notmuch.Omelets."

"Letmegowakethoserascalsup."

"Letmegoshower."

Inodatherandmoveoutherway.IrubmyneckasI

walktotheguestroom.IsleptonthecouchcauseI

didn'ttrustmyself.

LANGA

Ilookatheragainandshe'sstillzonedout.She

lookssotired.

"MaGema."

Shedoesn'trespond.

"Unyezi!"

Sheturnstowardsme.

"Areyouokay?"

"Notreally.PassbyNkosinathisowecanfetchthe



kids."

"No.Youneedtorest.I'lltalktohim."

"Thankyou."

ThisThandothingisreallyclawingather.Ihopeshe

doesn'trelapse.

NOXOLO

Iwarm someleftoversforusandgojoinNdabeon

thesofa.Ihandhim aspoonandwestarteating

silently.Imissmysonandhedoesn'tlikestaying

withus.HehasmovedinwithUnyeziandvisitsus.

Hesayswealwaysbusyandhegetsboredalone.

"Babe."

"Sdudla."

"Iwasthinking-"

"Whateveritisyouwantbabe.Iagree."

Thisonethinkshissmart.Thisactuallyserious.

"Soyouagreethatwecanceltheengagement?"



Hesitsupandputshisspoondownfrowning.

"No."

Ilaughathim andheputstheplateonthecoffee

table.Hereachesformeandticklesme.

"Ndabenkhulu!"

"Cancel?Whoproposed?Never!"

"Okay!Okay!I'm goingtofart!Stop!"

Hestopsticklingmeandwebothlaugh.

"Sowhatwereyouthinking?"

"ThatIgetoffthepill."

Helooksatmeforawhileandtakesoffhisbeanie

andbrusheshisbaldhead.Helookedgoodwith

wavesbutbaldsuitshim more.

"Liketryforababy?"

"Yeah."

Hekeepsquietagainandsighs.

"Baby.IthinkSaneleisjustfineforus.I'vealways

wantedonechild.IhaveSanele.Anheir."



"Butdon'tyouwanttofeelthekicks?Thejoywhen

youholdhim forthefirsttime?Thenappychanging?

Everything?"

"Honestly?No.Ababyneedstime.I'm always

working.Ihardlyevenhavetimeforus.Plusyou're

stillworkingonhavingbranchesacrossthecountry.

WebothhardlyhavetimeforSanele.Idon'tthink

we'rereadyforanotherchild."

"Ohokay."

Itaketheplateandstandup.Ididn'texpectthis

conversationtotakesuchaturn.Iam abithurt.I

wantedkidswithhim.Ialwayswantedalotofkids.I

feelhishandsengulfmefrom behind.

"Sdudla.Don'ttakeitpersonal."

"It'sokay."

Hekissesmyneckandmybodyreactsinvoluntarily.

"Wehave...togogetreadyforthehospital."

"They'llsurvive."

Hepullsdownmytightsrevealingmythong

swallowedbymybuttcheeks.



TSHEGO

Ilookathim ashelightsanothercigarette.Iknow

hisinpainbecausehissisterisinhospitalbuthis

pissingmeoff.Isnortandsneeze.Heknowsmy

sinusesactupwhenhesmokesinside.Iopenthe

windowsandspraythehouse.Hegoesaheadand

carriesonsmoking.

"Khulekani."

Heliftshiseyesatme,whileblowingsomesmoke.

"Celauyobhemelakontle."(Pleasegosmoke

outside.)

"Yikwam labMaluda."(Thisismyplace.)

Isighandsitnexttohim wavingmyhandtoclear

thesmoke.

"Youaren'tmakingyourselfsickbutmeaswell."

Heswitchesitoffandlayshisheadonmythighs.

"Yazimysisterisnotcutoutforprison.Shewon't

surviveinthere.Ifeelsohopeless."

"Shewillbesenttoahospice."



"Still.Shecan'tgobackthere.Shewasdoingso

good.She'sbeenthroughalotalready.IwishMom

wasalivesometimesmaybelifewouldbedifferent."

Imassagehisheadwithmyfingersuntilhefalls

asleep.Isighbeforelayinghisheadonthecouch

andthrowingafleeceoverhim.
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MONTHSLATER

UNYEZI

IrubbedmytempleandsighedasIsataheavily

pregnantThando.

"HejustwantstoseeyouThando.You'rebeing

selfish."

Sheshakesherheadandbrushesherbelly.

"Hecantseemelikethis.Hecant..."

"Whynot?Itshischildright?Lethim knowhe'sgoing

tobeafather."

"Whatifhedoesn't-"

"Hayi.Idon'tgetwhyyou'reactinglikethis!Stop

overthinking!Thatmanlovesyou.Hehasbeen

patience.Itsbeen4monthswithyouinhereand

you're7monthspregnant.He'lldothemath.Youwill

beoutinafewweeksandyoucan'tleavethisplace

withallthesesecrets."

Shewipedatearandnodded.Shewasverychubby



andlighterduetoherpregnancy.

"Can'tbelieveyouhadsexwithhim whilethat

bastardwasn'tgetting."

"Unyezi.",shesaysshamefully.

Ilaughandshakemyhead.Myphonerings

disturbingusandit'sLanga.

"Itsyourbrother.I'llvisitagainbabe.Besafe."

Ikisshercheekandtummythanwalkoutanswering

thephone.

"MaGema."

"Khuzwayo."

"Kudalangikushayelaucingo."(Ivebeencalling.)

"Sorrybabe.IwaswithThando.Whatswrong?"

"Lamiisintroubleatschool.IsThandoandthebaby

okay?"

"They'refine.Lami?Trouble?Whathappened?"

"Hegotintoafight.Hebeatupawhitekidandwe

knowhowthisisgonnaend.Justhurrytohisschool.



We'rewaitingforyou."

Idropthecallanddriveoutoftheasylum confused

andangry.Lamihasnevergotteninafightbefore.

Heisasweetheart.Hechosetobeatawhitekid

nakhona?!Idonthavetimeforcourtcasesmina!

ThankGoditwasmydayofftoday.Iam goingto

whipLami'sass.Hecan'tgoaroundbeingVanDam!

AMANDA

IsighedinreliefasIsawtheonelineonthe

pregnancytestandthrewitinthedustbin.Itext

Sandile"itcameoutnegative."andgetintheshower.

AftermyshowerIgetdressedandlazearound.Sis

Kuhlebargesinmyroom andthrowsherselfonmy

bed.

"Finallyheisasleep!"

Ilaughatherandshesmacksmealittle.

"Anyplanstoday?"

"No.Why?"



"Canyougotothemallforme?"

Igroanandshemakesherpuppyeyes.

"Whatdoyouwantfrom themall?"

"Afewnappiesandusualbabystuff.Bhekikhayahas

alatemeetingandcan'tgo."

Ididn'tfeellikegoinganywheretoday!Inodandshe

smileshandingmehercard.Iforgetshe'srich

sometimeswithhowhumblesheis.TheNedbank

blackcardhasherinitialsonit.Istanaqueen.Many

thinksheisdependantonSbaributsheisan

investorandashareholderinbigsuccesful

companies.Iwanttobejustlikeher.Bemyown

queen.

"Youhaveclassestomorrow?"

"Yeah.08h00am-11h40am."

"Wewillgovisittherentsgraveafteryourclasses.

NaledysaysMom andDadareSine'sguardian

angels.Apperantlythatswhyhisroom iscoolerthan

anyroom inthehouse."

"Woah.Thatkidisblessed."



Wekeepquietandshechuckles.

"Whatsfunny?"

"Imissthem youknow."

"Metoosis.Metoo."

Welaytherelookingatmypaintedceilingand

remininsce.

KARISHMA

"Whatswrong?"

IlookupatKhuzwayoandhesmiles.

"Nothing.Justsensingaheartbrokensoul.Its

weighingmedown.Im tryingtolocateit."

HenodsandkeepsquietsoIcanconnectwithmy

spiritualbeing.Istandupandgototheteenageboy

atthecorneroftherestuarant.Istandoverhim and

helooksupwithtiredeyes.

"Hey."

"Heyma'am."



"Mind?"

HeshakeshisheadandItakeaseatoppositehim.

"Im Karishma."

"Boikganyo."

"Beautifulname.Beingarapevictim isnotyourfault.

Icanfeelyourdisgust,shame,hurtandanger.Iknow

you'requestioningyourexistenceandfeellikedeath

istheonlywayout.Doyouwanttodieanangrysoul?

Soyoucanroam thisearthangryandlost?"

Heshakeshishead.Im sogladheislettingmetalk

withoutaskingmanyquestions.

"You'rescaredthatifpeopleknowtheywilllaughat

you.Youhavedistancedyourselffrom others.You're

introvertedwiththefearofthem seeingthroughyou.

Rightnowyou'reatyourlowestpointinlifeandfeel

asifGodhasabandonedyouandlifedoesn'thave

meaninganymorebuthaveyoueverthoughtthat

maybeyourrapeiswhatshouldmouldyouand

strenghtenyourfaithinGod."Ishallneverforsaketh

you."andhehasnt.Yourfathercan'trestpeacefully

causeyou'reholdingontohim andwhenyouweep



andscream inpainhetriestocomfortyoubutyour

angerpusheshim away.Hecantprotectyouwhen

you'realsoangryathim.Tellyourmotherwhatyour

stepfatherhasbeendoing.She'lllistenandhelpyou.

Shelovesyouanditpainsheeseeingyoudistached

from everyone.Shethinksyou'reangryather.There

isnoexcuseforhurtingpeoplewhenyou'rehurting.

Askingforhelpdoesn'tmakeyouweak.Takea

standofyourownlife.Fightsohardthateventhe

devilcantfightback.You'reablessedkid.Itsapity

youhavetogothroughthisforyoutobeabletoheal

others."

HebreaksoutintoaloudsobandIinchcloserto

him hugginghim.Ilethim crywitheveryonelooking

atus.Hecalmsdowneventually.

"Whatareyou?"

"ASpiritualBeing."

"Thankyouforthat.Ivebeenbattlingwiththisissue

eversincemystepfatherstartedsodomizingme."

"It'llgetbetter.Iseeabrightfutureaheadofyou.

Youwillhealheartsandtraveltheworld."



"ThankYou."

Ismileandbidhim goodbye.Khuzwayolooksatme

whenIsitdown.

"Letsgohome."

Inodandhepacksourthingsandcoversthebill.I

cryassoonasIsettleinsidethecar.Ihatethispart

ofmygift.Iseepainfulthingsandfeelthem.That

boyspainwassointenseIhadtoholdmyselffrom

ballingoverandscreaming.

"Itsgoingtobeokaybabe."

Khuzwayokissesmytempleandstartstheengine.

LANGA

WhenUnyeziwalksinshethrowsherhandbagat

Lamiandhecatchesit.Thecaucasianprincipal

looksatheroverherglassesinthe"sothisiswhere

theviolentnaturecomefrom."andIchokea

laughter.Thewhiteboysparentkeeponchecking

theboysfaceandshakingtheirheads.Unyezisits

downglaringatLamiwhoschilled.



"GooddayMiss.",Principal.

"Mrs.",Unyezicorrects.

"Ohsorry.Mrs.",principal.

"WhywasIcalledhere?",Unyezi.

"YoursonpunchedMrVanRiegteertodayandbroke

hisnose.Iwantedtoaskifeverythingisokayat

home?",principal.

"Yeah.Everythingisfine.",Unyezi.

"Yoursonisviolent!",thecaucasianmotherscreams.

"Ungangikuphuleliilizwisisi."(dontraiseyourvoice

atme.),Unyezi.

"What?",boy'smother.

"Doyouexpectmetoaccomodateyou?Iwillnotdo

thatsoIadviceyougetatranslatorherereal

quick.",Unyezi.

"Iunderstandvenacular.",boy'sfather.

"Kuhle.Sonifunamaliniforukushayiwakwengane

yakho?"(howmuchdoyallwantfor

damages?),Unyezi.



"Whydoyouthinkwewantmoney?Wewantyour

boyexpelled.Hisadangertothisschoolandits

learners.",boy'sfather.

"KwenzakaleniveleLami?"(whathappened?)

Lamisitsstraightandclearshisthroat.

"Joynerwasharassingthegirlsintheclasslifting

theirskirtsandrememberdadyousaidthatwas

wrongandIshouldkickapersonsassshouldthey

dotgat?"

IclearmythroatuncomfortablyasUnyeziglaresat

me.Iprobablyshouldn'thavesaidasstoakid.

"Yousee?Thiswholefamilyistoxic.Themotheris

alsoviolentandratchet-",boysmother.

"What?Violent?Ratchet?Mina?Unyezi?I'llstickthis

sixinchlouisvuittonheelinyourbehindifyoudare

insultmeagain.Sies!Nyatchet?Mina?Hehe!"

Idontknowwhysheissoworkedup.Iholdherhand

andsqueezeit.

"We'llpaywhateveramountneededfortheboys

medicalvisits.Ya'llshouldteachyoursontorespect



woman.Hedeserveditandmore.Hissoyoungbut

cantrespectawoman.Whatistobecomeofhim

whenhe'solder?Yallraiserapistsunaware."

Itakemysonandwifeandleavewiththem.Unyezi

hascalmeddown.Spitfire!

NDABENKHULU

ShedancestoasongplayingonTraceandtwerks.I

laughatherasshesingsalong.Shedoesn'teven

knowthelyrics.

"Wapwapwapwap!",Ithinkthatstheonlypartshe

knows.

Iturnofftheovenaftertakingoutthecupcakes.She

hasbeenteachingmehowtobake.Icanbakebut

notasgoodasshedoes.Theysmellreallygood.

Shewalkstowardsandlooksatthem.

"Theylookgood."

Ismileproudlyandshekissesmycheek.

"Letsleavethem tocool."



Inodandleavethem onthecoolingrack.Theentire

housesmellsofbakedgoods.

"You'refetchingSaneletoday?"

"Yeah.Ihavetobringinhim andLami'svolcano."

"You'redonewithit?"

"Yeah.Itsreallyheavy."

"Youexaggeratedandmadeithugeright."

"Im abigmanwithbigthingswholikesbigthingsin

life."

"Couldntagreemore."

Ismileandkissher.Wehaven'tbeenthesameever

sincethattalkbutshe'stryingtopretendshe'sfine

witheverything.Thekidstopicisjustnotforme.I

wantkidsbutnotnowandIdon'tthinkshegetsit.I

alwayswantedonekidandIhaveonebutIhaveto

compromiseforher.

"Howistheallergy?"

Shescratcheshershoulderandshrugs.

"Itsabititchybuttheantibioticsarehelping.The



swellinghasgonedown."

Inodandsmileather.

"Whyareyousmilinglikethat?Whatareyouupto

Ndabenkhulu?"

"Im justsmilinghaibo.WhydoyoualwaysthinkIm

uptosomething."

"Iknowyou.ThelasttimeyousmiledlikethatRandy

deliveredmyweddingdresshimself."

"Youwerehappythou?"

"Iwas.Ohabouttheweddingtheinviteshavebeen

issued.AssoonasThandoisoutwe'rehavingher

dresstailoredagaincauseshe'sallchubbynow."

"Icantbelieveshe'spregnant!Im stillgoingtokill

Ozoforfuckingmysister!"

"Stopbeingdramatic!"

Shesaysstandingupandheadingtothekitchen.I

canalreadyimagineherpregnant.ShewantsakidI'll

giveherakid.Ifollowafterherandsheisstealing

cupcakes.



"Ngakubamba!(caughtyou!)"

"Arghplease!"

Igrabacupcakeaswell.Well,theydotastegood.

Notbetterthanhersbutgood.

NKOSINATHI

Ishootmylastbitofcum inthecondom before

pullingout.Iwipeherandgetup.Icleanupthe

condomsandthrowthem away.Iheadforthe

bathroom andoptforashower.

AftermyshowerIgetreadyforsoccerpracticewhile

sheshowers.Ipackmygearandmyshake.Where

aremysoccerboots?Ahha.Istuffthem inthebag

andrunahandthroughmyhair.Shecomesout

alreadydressedandtakesherstuff.Ihandherafew

hundred.

"Nothankyou."

Ishrugandputthem backinmywallet.Wewalkout

andIlockup.

"Wantalift?"



"Please."

Iopenthedoorforherandrushtomyside.Mymom

callswhilewearestuckintraffic.

"Babe."

"Sthandwa.Yourauntwillbeoutinaweekandwe

areplanningawelcomebackpartyforher."

"UncleOzo?"

"Guesshewillseeheratthepartyandherbaby

bump."

"Thatisabigsurprise."

"Tadaa!"

Wesharealaughter.

"Youhavesoccerpracticetoday?"

"Yeah."

"Makemeproud."

"Wehaveasponsorfrom Spaincominginonour

practicethanthebiggameonSunday.Ya'llcoming

right?"



"Youknowwewouldntmissitfortheworld.Your

unclesalreadybetonyou."

"OhGodthepressure."

Welaughandsayourgoodbyes.Sandisiweisjuston

herphone.Sheismyfuckbuddy.Wemetthrougha

friendandinstantlyfucked.Sheisnotdramatic.She

callsmewhensheneedsmeandIcallherwhenI

needher.Idropheroffatresandshewaves

goodbye.Sheisagoodgirlwithadirtymind.Idrive

offtowardsthestadium jammingtosomemusic.

KHULEKANI

Tshegohasbeenstarvingherselfformonthsnow.

ShethinksIdon'tnoticehowshealwaysdoesnt

haveanappetite.Isawonsocialmediatheyhave

beenbashingher.Shepostedapictureofmeand

heronmyyatchandtheladiesstartedcallingherfat

andunfitforme.Iwalkintoourroom andsheis

drinkingthoseweightlosingpillsagain.Shehaslost

afewpundsbutnothingdrastic.Sheisnaturallybig

bonedandshedoesntwanttoacceptthat.Iputmy



palm nearhermouthandshelooksuptome.

"Spitthem out."

ShedoessoslowlyandItaketheentirebottleand

goflushthem.Ifindhercrying.

"MaTengo.Doyouknowhowbeautifulyouare?"

Sheshakesherhead.Isitnexttoher.

"Youarebeautiful.Justbecauseyouarefatdoesnt

meanyouarenotattractive.Iloveyourtummyfat

andthickthighs.Ilovehowtheyjiggle.Lordknows

yourstretchmarksgivemeaboner.Lookatitright

now.Icantrymakingyoufeelbetteraboutyourself

butIcantdothatifyoudont.You'reabeautiful

woman.Beautycomesindifferentshadesandsizes.

Justbecausesocietysaysyouneedtoloseweight

doesntmeanyouhavetolisten.Entlekngayeiphone

yakho."(gimmeyourphone.)

ShehandsmeherphoneandIgotoherinstagram.I

postpicturesofherinherbikiniwiththecaption

"FATneverlookedsogold."andtagmyself.Itake

myphoneandpostpicturesofusandcaptionit

"TrustmewhenIsayIwouldntwantheranyfatter."



Shecriessomemoreandclingstome.Ilayuson

thebedandsheholdsontome.Idontgetthe

jealousyotherfemaleshaveonanother.Itsthe

womenthatbashheronsocials.Toxicbitches.Ikiss

herscaronherforehead.

"IloveyouFat-o."

"Mxm.Iloveyoutoo."

Ichuckle.SheiseverythingtomeandIhopeshewill

eatthemogoduIboughtfrom therankwithme

today.
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BHEKIKHAYA

"I'm notwearingasuitPeaches."

"Youare."

"ComeonePeach.Itsjustawelcomeparty.Formy

sister.Apairofjeansandgolftshirtwilldo."

"Canyoubebeclassyfortonightonly?"

"No.Iwearsuitstowork.Icantwearsuitson

weekendsaswell."

Shesighsandironsmyjeansandgolftshirt.Ikiss

hercheekandsheclickshertongue.Ilaughather

andwalkoutsinging.

"Phelamajitangisenhlanhlenimina.Tholamuntu

ongakibalelaamacala.Uhlalekhona!"

"Bhekikhaya!Sineissleeping!"

Ikeepquietandsheshakesherheadandgoesback

tothelaundryroom.Ishrugandgowakeupmyson.

Ifindhim upalreadyuplaughingalone.Hisroom is



reallycoolandchilledthananyroom inthehouse.I

pickhim upandthrowhim intheaircausinghim to

giggle.HismotherisgoingtothinkIwokehim up.I

gotothestudywithhim balancedonmychestwith

myarm.Heismakingbabysounds.Amandais

alreadyattheparty.Sheistheonecookingwith

Ndabenkhulu.Itakeaseatwiththisoneonmylap.I

trywritingthepoem Iam supposetoreciteandmy

creativejuicesaredry.

"Aaaahsishdbfnfmfj!!",Sinescreamsdisturbingme.

"Canyouwriteapoem boy?"

"ShdgtgBa-Ba-Baba!"

Ilookathim smilingandlifthim up.

"Comeagainboy."

"Baba!",hescreamsclappinghishands.

Irundownstairswithhim tothelaundryroom.

"Peaches!"

"Yeah."

"Hesaid'Baba'!"



Sheturnsaroundandlooksatus.

"Youwokehim up?Khaya!"

"Ididnt!HesaidBaba"

"What?"

"Sayitagainboy.Sayitagain."

Hestickshisfistinhismouthandsucksonit

laughing.

"VeryfunnyBhekikhaya.Getdressedwe'realready

late."

"Iswearhedidbabe.Comeonkiddo.Comeon."

Heremainssilentlaughingandclappinghishands.

Argh!Thisonethou.Kuhletakeshim from me

wipingthespitonhim andhandsmemyironed

clothes.Igetdressedrightthere.

UNYEZI

Thepartisinourbackyard.We'retheoneswith

manykidssoourbackyardisbigger.



"WhosfetchingThando?"

"BabaandKarishma.",Langa.

"HasOzoarrived?"

"Yeah.HeishelpingNkosinathiputupthe

banner.",Langa.

"Langa?"

Helooksatmewithasmile.

"Youhavebeenfollowingmearoundallday.What

didyoudo?"

"Me?Ididntdoanything."

Ithrowhim alookandheadinsidewithhim onmy

tail.

"Lami!"

"Ma?"

"WhereisNkanyezi?"

LamilooksatLangaandswallows.

"Lami."

"Heisinthekitchen."



Iattempttowalktothekitchen.

"Wait!Uhm.Mom canyouhelpmelookformy

phone?Yeahmyphone."

"ItsinyourpocketLami."

IpushLangaawayandwalktothekitchenandfind

thecakeonthefloorandNkanyeziinthemiddleof

themess.Ibreatheinandtakeoffmyflopsbut

Langaholdsmyhand.

"Anotheroneisontheway."

"Khuzwayoweren'tyoutheonesupposetomake

sureyoursonstaysawayfrom thekitchen?"

Hescratcheshisheadandnods.

"MaGema.Eish.LamiItoldyoutocleanthisupwhile

Istallyourmother."

"Me?Trygettingclosethatcakewiththatkid

eating."

IgetnearandNkanyeziwailsloudly.Hehascakeall

overhim andhestartsthrowingitaround.Igrabhim

kickingandscreaming.Heisgoingtobathagain.Im

neartokillingLangasson!Itsmischiefafter



mischiefalways!

"Yalltwobettercleanthatup."

"ButMaGema-"

"Khuzwayoplease."

Ileavethem therecarryingacryingandsugarhigh

Nkanyezi.Itsgoingtobealongday.

THANDO

Weareatthegateandthenervesstartkickingin.

Mybabybumpisvisibleinthistightbodyhugging

dressUnyezichose.Iam metwithabanner

"WelcomeHomeMomma!"andIblinktearsaway.I

getoutofthecarwithDadshelp.Im carryingtwins

somytummyisbigfor7months.IhateOzofor

doingthistome!Icanseehim atthefarendofthe

yardonthephone.

"Welcome!",everybodyscreams.

Heturnsaroundandhesmilesmeetingmyeyes

whichturnsintoafrownwhenheseesmytummy.

HesignalswithhisfingerathimselfandInod.He



remainsstandingthereforawhilebeforewalking

towardsmeslowly.Irememberwhenhecameatmy

houselividandtipsycryingthatIbrokehisheart.He

hadpinnedmeagainstthewallandkissedme

hungrily.IcouldnthelpitbutIallowedittocontinue.

Wedidntuseprotection.Ifoundoutattheasylum

thatIwaspregnant.Inevertoldhim.Everyoneis

lookingatus.Imacryingmess.

"Howfaralongareyou?"

"7months."

"But-"

"Itstwins."

Hesmilesnodding.

"Thatsmygenes."

Inodandheputshishandonit.Thekidskickandhe

letshistearsfall.

"Whydidyoukeepitfrom me?"

"I-"iclearmythroat.

"Iwasscaredandselfish.Ithoughtyou-"



"Leaveit.Noneedtoexplainnow."

Hekissesmeandmyhormonesactup.Amoan

escapesmylips.

"VoetsekSbusiso!",Langashouts.

Wepulloutlaughing.Everyonestartswalking

towardsmeandhugsareexchanged.Ihavelittle

Sineinmyarmswhenhereachesforhisfather.

"Baba!"

"SeePeaches?!Itoldyou!",Bhekikhaya.

HetakesSinefrom mesmilingandwalkstohiswife

gloating.Shesnevergoingtoheartheendofit.

AMANDA

IrushinsidetoturnoffthelambstewandIbump

intoNkosinathi.Heclencheshisjawandpassesby.I

standtherelookingathim ashewalksthanhaltsin

hisstep.

"Howdidthatpregnancytestgo?"

"What?"



Heturnsaroundandthelookhehasrightnow.

"Howdidthepregnancytestgo?"

"Howdoyou?"

"Answerme."

"Idontoweyouanexplanation."

Hechucklesandwalkstowardsme.Hecagesme

betweenhim andthesink.

"Amanda.Youwillalwaysbemywoman.Just

becauseIm lettingyoufuckthatSandileguydoesnt

meanyoudontanswermewhenIaskyou

something.Howdidthatpregnancytestgo?"

Ikeepquietandhisjawticks.

"Negative.Itcameoutnegative."

"Notonlyareyougivinghim mypussybutyou're

givingittohim rawalso.Ufunaukukhala

Amanda?"(Doyouwanttocry?)

Ishakemyheadvigurously.

"Good.IfIeverseeyouwiththatloseragainI'llpull

uplikeahurricane.Iwillcausehavoc.Siyezwana?"



Inod.

"Khuluma."(talk)

"NgiyakuzwaNkosinathi.(Ihearyou.)"

Hesmilesandpecksmylips.Hesqueezesmyass

andImoan.Hestillhasthageffectonme.

"Imagineifyouhadfellpregnantforthatfucker.

You'llonlycarrymychildrenAmanda."

HekissesmeandIhavetoadmitImissedhislips.I

sometimeswouldimagine

Sandileashim.Thereissomethingpullingusback

toeachotherallthetime.

NOXOLO

Ipukeagaininthetoiletandsitdownonthetiled

floorrestingmybackagainstthewall.Ihavebeen

feelingsickthesedaysandIwouldsayIam

pregnantbutwehavebeenusingcondomssincethe

antibioticsstoppedthebirthcontrolfrom working.

Ndabenkhuluwalksinandhandsmeaglassof

water.



"You'reokaysdudla?"

"Yeahjustdizzy."

Hehelpsmestandupandwalksmetoaguestroom.

"Laydown.I'llbringyoufoodlater."

InodclosingmyeyesasIfeeltheworldspinning.

ArghIprobablycaughttheflu.

KARISHMA

Im withthekidsandNkanyeziisonasugarrush.I

havebeenrunningafterhim allday.

"Auntylook!"

Hejumpsonthetrampolineandgetsoffrunning

pastguests.Hefallsandgetsupfastandcontinues

running.

"Nkanyezi!"

SaneleandLamiarehelpingmerunafterhim.He

bumpsintohismotherandhesignalsforhertotake

him.



"Takememama!"

Shetakeshim andputshim onherwaist.

"Youwannasleep?"

"Heshakeshisheadandwigglesoutofherhold.He

runstowardshisfathersscreaming"Babas!"

Hecallsthem that.Hissuchasnob.

IsighasSaneleandLamifollowhim.

"Pleasepourmeaglassofwinecauseyoursonis

anothercase."

Unyezilaughsandpoursmeaglass.

IfeelthehaidsonmybackstandupandIdropthe

glass.

"Karishma."

Ilookatthedarkfigurepassingby.

"DearLord.Ifitisnotyourwillthanitshallnot

happen.Irebukeanycursecastonthisfamily.

Amen."

Unyezilooksatmefreakedout.Amandagaspsand



hitsherchestbeforecollapsinginNkosinathisarms.

Everyoneisallovertheplacecallingambulances.

Nkosinathidrivesoffwithherinhighspeed.She

wontdiebutIneedtoalignmychakrasandpray.I

excusemyselfandaskKhuzwayotodrivemehome.
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UNYEZI

Thandoagreedtostoppingtheparty.Everyonewas

nowinthehallwaypacingwaitingforthedoctor.

KuhlewassittinginthemiddleofBhekislegsonthe

floorwhohadhisarmsaroundher.Shewas

shiveringandcrying.Karishmahasn'treturnedsince

sheleft.Icouldfeelaheavydarkpresentaroundus.

Imayhavehadmygifttakenawaybutnotallwas

lost.Mysixthsenseisstillheightened.Nkosinathi

wasthefirsttostandupwhenthedoctor

approachedus.

"AmandaSilangwe?"

"Yes."

"Family?"

"Yeah.Im hersisterandthey'rearemyin

laws.",Kuhle.

"Sheishealthy.Seemslikeshehadapanicattack.

Weputheronsomedrugssoshecanrest.Wewill

assignaspecialistforhertohelpwiththepanic



attacks."

Weallnoddedandheleftusallthere.Karishmahas

alltheanswersweneedandshestillhasn'tarrived.

"Letsallgoandcleanup.I'llgotothereceptionand

askthem tocalluswhensheisawake."

"I'llstayUnyezi.",Kuhle.

"Iwasn'taskinganyone.Wewillcomeback.

Standingherwon'tmakeanythingbetter."

Itakemybagandtheyallstartmoving.Wegetin

ourcarsandIwon'tlieIam confused.Karishma

bettercomethrough.MyphoneringsandLanga

handsittome.

"Baba."

"Ndodakazi."

"Konkekuright?"

"Kuhlemntanam.Isihlahlasisihlebelile."

Irollmyeyesatthementionofthetree.

"YeboBaba."



"Kunesithaemundenini.Sifunaukuzinyegezela

kodwakukhonaomuvimbili.Uzogudluzwa

lowo."(thereisanenemyamongstyall.itwantstobe

oneofyallbutoneisstandingintheirway.theywill

beremoved.)

"Akukabinazinkingaemdeninikodwa

sizoqhapela."(wedonthaveanyproblemsasyetbut

wewillbecautious.)

"Salekahlendodakazi."(bewelldaughter)

"Ubabingeleleekhaya."(greetthem athome.)

WedropthecallandIlaybackonthecarseat

sighing.Langathrowsacuriouslookatme.

"Whatsgoingon?"

"Im tryingtofigureitout."

"Itsgoingtobeokay.Wejustneedtobestrongerin

prayer."

"Iagree."

Ikisshischeekandgobacktomyseat.



KUHLE

Bhekikhayaparksinthedriveway.Heopensthedoor

formeandhelpsmeout.I'veranoutoftearsandI

am scaredandexhausted.IthoughtIwasgoingto

loseherandIdoubtI'llhandlethat.Wewalkinside

andIgocheckuponthenanny.Wedroppedhim off

beforegoinggothehospital.Hewaspeacefully

sleepingandIsatdownnexttohiscot.Hisroom

wascalmingandchilled.Iclosedmyeyesandlaid

myheadonmyhands.

"God.Icomebeforeyouasadevastateddaughter.

Pleasebewithmysisterinthesehardtimes.Icant

loseher.Ineedher.SheisallIhave.I-"

IletoutasobandIsuddenlyfeelawarm embrace.It

remindsmeofmymom.Iwipemytears.Itakeoff

myshoesandclimbonthesinglebedinSine'sbed

withwarmthsurroundingme.

NKOSINATHI

Istoprunningbreathingheavily.IgreetBab'Ngadiat

thegateandwalkin.Isitbythestairswithmyhead



inbetweenmyhands.Myphoneringsandits

Sandisiwe.

"Hey."

"Hey."

"Ssup?"

"Iwaswonderingifyoucouldaccompanymeasmy

datetomysisterswedding?"

"Stopwondering."

"Idonthaveadate."

"You'reinuniversityIm suretheydontexpectyouto

pullupwithadate."

"ButIvealreadytoldthem Iam comingwith

someone."

"Takethatsomeonewith."

"Imeantyou."

"Me?Ngathiuzongizelangedramamanje.Areyou

catchingfeelings?"(lookslikeyou'recomingwith

drama)



"Imeanyoucantexpectmenotto-"

"Cimalomafeelingskeh.Dontevercallme."(getrid

ofthosefeelings)

Idropthecallandclickmytonguestandingup.

"Nywewaswonderingnywenywe!Tsek!"

Irunupthestairstillmyroom.Igetintheshowerso

IcangocheckonAmanda.

THANDO

Iam eatingachaarandnandoschillisaucewith

bread.Ozoislookingatmeshakinghishead.

"Wheredidyouevengetatchaar?"

"Pleaseleavemealone!"

"Sorry."

IreadthetextUnyezisentassoonasmyphoneis

on.

"Amandaisfine.Shehadapanicattack."

"Aslongassheisokay."



Inodwipingatear.

"Whyareyoucrying?"

"Itssad.Didyouseehowscaredshelooked?She

thoughtshewasdying."

"Shesgoingtobeokaythou."

HesitsnexttomeandIhavemissedhisscent.I

clenchmythighstogetherandaccidentlymoan.He

looksatmeandbiteshislip.

"Wenzani?"(whatareyoudoing?)

Iignorehim asIgrabaholdofhissemiharddick.Ive

missedthis!Him toobutmostlythis!Icarrassituntil

itshardandheholdsmyhand.

"Wecanhavesexwithouthurtingthebabyright?"

"Aslongasyou'regentle."

Henodsandlaysmedownonthecouchandunties

mygown.Igrabhisdickandleadittomyentrance.

Hegetsthemessageandslowlypusheshimselfin.

Itsbeenawhile.

"Sbusiso!Aaah!"



Hewaitsformetoadjustandhestartsmoving.Idig

mynailsinhisbackmoaning.

BHEKIKHAYA

Ithrowafleeceoverherandkissherforehead.She

didntsleepallnightcryinginthehospitalcorridor.I

takethenowawakeSineandgomakehim some

food.Hismotherdeservesabreak.Igivehim his

foodandheeatslaughing.

"Baba!"

Hecantreallyfeedhimselfbuthetries.Ieatinfront

ofhim ashelaughs.Theseboyhascheeks.The

houseissilentwithoutAmanda.She'dbecooking

withhersisterrightnowmakingbreakfast.

KARISHMA

Istandupandgogetaglassofwater.Ivebeen

prayingforanswersbutIgetthesameanswer

everytime.Khuzwayoopensthedoorandpeeps

inside.



"You'redone?"

"Yeah."

"Anylight?"

"No.Nothing."

"Giveittime."

Inodandfollowbehindhim.Hehasbeenvery

supportiveofmygiftandIappreciateit.
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MONTHSLATER

NKOSINATHI

Thesepastsfewmonthshavebeenhardonme.

Amandahasbeeninandoutofhospitalsfightung

forherlife.Shekeptonhavingthesepanicattacks

whenIwasaround.Sandisiwehasalsobeenabug

inmylife.IpickupmyphoneanddialAmanda.She

picksuponthethirdring.

"Babe."

"Heybabe.Y'allback?"

"Yeah.Thewaterwassocoldyetitbubbled.I

thoughtitwasanaturaljacuzzi."

"Howdiditgo?"

"Well.IswearIfeltsomethingtouchmyleg!ButI

wasntallowedtoopenmyeyes."

"Really?What?!You'reokay?"

"Yeah.Im onlyallowedtoseeyouinthreedays."

"Iwillwait."



Weweresilentforawhile.

"Manda."

"Nathi."

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoubabe."

Wesaidourgoodbyesanddropped.Igotchanged

andwentdownstairstothegym.Ibumpedinto

Sandisiwe.Ipretendednottoseeher.

"HeyNathi."

Istoppedonmysteps.Im veryclosetokillingher.I

turnaroundandassoonasoureyesmeetshe

clutchesherchestandbreathesheavily.

"Sheshavingapanicattack!!"

Itrynearingandshefaints.Thisiswhathappenedto

Amandaeverytimeshewaswithme.Iwalkaway

andexitthegym.Icallmymotherwalkingintomy

apartment.

"Mom!"

"Baby.Whatswrong?Yousoundemotional."Mom.



Im theproblem.Im bewitched!"

"Nathi?What?!"

Idropthecallandwipemyeyes.Idecidetodo

pushupsandsitups.

UNYEZI

Ilookatmyphoneconfused.IsNkosinathidrunk?

Langawalkswhistling.Hestopsandlooksatme.

"Whatswrong?Yougotyour'whatthehellface'on."

"ItsNathi.Hesayshisbewitched.Whatsgoingonin

thisfamily?"

"Letsgo."

HetakeshiscarkeysandIfollowbehindhim.Is

Nathibacktosmokingagain?CauseIswearIwill

castratehim!!

KUHLEKONKE

Ilookatherasshesleepsandsigh.Im sogladmy



parentsfoughtforher.Shefellvictim towitchcraft

andshewassupposedtodiebutIm gladmamaand

papafought.Whywouldanyonebewitchanotherfor

aman?Sinewalksinlaughingfollowedbyhisfather

andIshushthem.Sineputsafingeronhismouth

giggling.Ilifthim up.

"Gettingheavierfellow."

"Im abigboy!"

Ilaughandkisshischeeks.Hecrawlsoutofmy

armsandlaysnexttohisaunt.

"Mama."

"Yesboy."

"GrannyandPapaloveyou."

IlookatBhekikhayaandheshrugs.Weird.He

snugglesintoAmandaandsignalswithhissmall

handforustoleave.Heissobossy.Weleavethem

tosleep.Bhekikhayaliftsmeupcausingmeto

squeal.

"WiththekidsasleepIcanhavemywifetomyself!"

Igiggleandhewalkswithmeinhisarmstoour



room.

UNYEZI

Wefindhim sweatyandpanting.Heletsusinand

offersusdrinks.Hisfathercantevenwaitandgets

straighttothepoint.

"Whatisit?Ngizwakuthiwauthiuthakathiwe.

Imbangelakwalokhoyini?"(iheardyousayingyou're

bewitched.Whatsthereasonbehindthat?)

"Baba.RememberhowAmandaalwayshadpanic

attacksaroundmeandifIinchedcloseshe'dfaint?"

Webothnod.

"Ithappenedagaintoday..."

ButIthoughtAmandawasgettingcleansedtoday.

"NotwithAmanda.WithSandisiwe."

"Ubanilowo?"(whosthat?),Langaasks.

"ItsthisothergirlIhadsomethingwith."

ProbablytheonebehindAmandasattacks.



"Samethinghappenedtohertoday.IthinkIneedto

goseeGogo."

"Bowubonakukulungelelokhondodanaenza

njalo."(ifyouseethatfitsondoso.)

"Mom?"

"Yeahboy."

Henodsandrubshisface.Im notgoingtotellhim

anythingbuthebetterfindoutforhimself.Ikisshis

headandhughim.Mybabyboyisgrowinguppretty

fast.Im happyIm thefirstpersonhecallswhenlife

getstough.

"You'refetchingyourbrothersfrom schoolright?Me

andyourdaddyhaveameetingdowntown."

"Yeahmom.Theycansleepoverright?Im freethis

weekend."

"Yeahbaby.Im gladyoudidn'ttakethatAmerican

deal."

"Im gladtoo."

Ilethim goandhisfatherhugshim.



"Iloveyouson."

"Iloveyoutoodad.

Theypullawayandaswewalkout.

"Dad."

Langaturnsback.

"HaveIevermadeyoucry?"

Langasmiles.

"Coupleoftimesbuttherewasthisonetime.Ihad

putabook,moneyandpencilinfrontofyoutosee

whichpathyou'dchooseinlifebutyoupushedall

them asideandranintomehuggingme.Whatmade

mecrywasIwasntevenanoptionbityoustillchose

me."

Ismileblinkingtearsaway.WhyhaveIneverheard

ofthis?Theyhugeachotheronemoretimeandwe

leave.AssoonaswegetinthecarIpinchLanga.

"Ouch!"

"WhywasIonlyhearingaboutthattoday?"

"Mkami.Youneverasked."



Ipinchhim again.

"Ah!IhardlysharethatwithpeopleactuallyI'venever

shareditwithanyone."

Ilookathim ashesecretlywipesatear.Sweet.I

kisshischeek.

"You'reagreatdad.Iloveyou."

"Iloveyousomuch."

Hedriveswithonehandastheotherholdsmine.

KHULEKANI

"Babe!"

Shecomesoutofthebathroom nakedwipingher

hairwithatowel.

"Ishould'vecomebackearlierbutIcanworkwith

this."

Iputmylaptopbagdownandtakeoffmyshoes.I

stopwhatIam doingwhenInoticehersitdownand

shewentfrom havingfourrollstothree.



"Babe."

"Mmmhm."

"You'restilltakingthoseslimmingpillsaren'tyou?"

Sheshakesherhead.

"DontlietomeStufuza."

"Im not."

"Standup."

ShestandsupInoticehowsmallhertummyis.

Whatthefuck?Iwalktowardsherandpickherup.

"Thehell?!You'relightasfuck!Wherearethose

pills?"

"Whatpills?"

IheadtowardherbagandshesnatchesitbeforeI

do.Isnatchitfrom herandopenit.Itakeoutthose

pillsandholdthem up.

"WhatdidIsaytoyouaboutthesepills?Haveyou

thoughtaboutthesideeffects?Ifyouwanttolose

weightgotothegym!Eathealthy!Nottakebloody

pills!"



"I-"

"Youwhat?Selfish?!"

Ishakemyheadandleaveherstandingthere.I

throwthepillsinthetrashcanandtakeabeerout

thefridge.Tshegoisgoingtodrivemenuts!
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KHULEKANI

IwalkintoTshegolookingatherselfinthemirror.I

feltastinginmyheart.Sheisreallygettingridof

thatbeautifulbody?Iwalktowardsherandstand

behindher.

"Stufuza."

Shelooksupatme.

"You'relettingpeopledictateyourlifeandinthe

midstofitallIhavetosuffer."

"I'm abiggirl."

"Andyou'vealwaysbeenone.Thereisnothing

wrongwithalittlefat."

"ButIdontlikethewayIlook."

"Thanchangeit.Notusingthosepills.Comeon.Get

dressed.We'regoingtothegym."

"Thegym?"

"Yeah.Youwannaloseweight?Letsgo!'



Shenodsandheadsforthecloset.Shecomesback

dressedinhertracksuitandthey'renotastightas

before.Isighandwalkaway.SowherewillIhold

ontowhenmylovehandlesaregone?Whatabout

me?Allthattummygone.Idontwantaslender

woman!ButifIgottosacrificemyloveforherbody

thancool.

BHEKIKHAYA

ShesnoredlightlyandIclosedhermouthandnose

laughing.Shegaspedandopenedhereyes.She

punchedmewhilepanting.

"Iknewyouwannakillme.Suckitup.You'restuck

withme."

Webothlaughed.Shegotoutofbedandwentto

freshenup.Imadethebedandtookoutanoutfitfor

her.Irandownstairsandthedriveralertedmethey

wereready.

"Wewillbeleavingsoon.SilindeuMadam.(we're

waitingonmadam.)"



TheynodandIexcusethem.Shecomesdown

dressed.

"Wow."

Sheturnsaroundforme.Okay.WhydidIchoose

thosetightjeans?Thatass!IclearmythroatasIget

astiffie.Shelooksatmybonerandgiggles.

"Khaya!"

"Kuhle.Letsgo."

"Whereareyoutakingmesoearlyinthemorning?"

"Peaches.Asambe."(let'sgo.)

"Thekids."

"They'reatNathis."

"You-"

"Peach.Please."

"Okayfine."

Finally!Itakherwarm softhandinmineandkissit

lightly.Iopenthedoorforher.ShemustbegratefulI

boughthersneakersalongcauseitgonnabealong



dayfilledwithfunandgames.

NATHI

Myapartmentisamess.Ipickupthetoysonthe

floorandstartcleaningup.AmandaistiredsoItry

tokeepitdown.Wholeftthefuckenmilkonthe

counter?!

"Nkanyezi!"

Ispillthespoiltmilkinthesinkandwashthemilkjar.

Irefillandputitinthefridge.

"Whoatemydietchicken?!"

"LamiandSanele."

"Im gonnakillthose-"

"Leavethekidsalone."

Amandapushesmeasidewithhercurveandtakes

juicefrom thefridge.

"Whendidyouwakeup?Thoughtyou'dbetiredfrom

lastnight."



"Afteryousneakedout.Ithoughtsotoo."

Shehandsmeaglassofjuice.

"Thankyou.Dontyouhaveclassestoday?"

"Nope.ThankGod!Mondaysboremeworseon

campus!"

"IwishIwasyou.Ihavepracticeat13h00andIam

tired.We'replayingagainstChiefsthisSundayand

wegottabeready."

"You'dbeplayingagainstArgentinaandthem ifyou

wereinAmerica."

"Yeahbutmyhomeishere.ItsnotaboutthemoneyI

gotshitloadsofthose.IwanttodowhatIloveand

stillbenearyou."

Shesmilesandwalksintomyarmsandlaysher

headonmychest.

"Baby."

"Huh."

"Who'sSandisiwe?"

Icoughandshelooksupatme.Idrinkmyjuiceand



shefoldsherarms.

"Why?"

"Nkosinathi."

"Uhm...shewasoneof...mhhm."

"Mhhm?"

"Yeah."

"Idontspeakhum."

"Iknow."

"Shewasoneofmy...floozies?"

Sheshakesherheadandwalkspastme.

"ThatwasbeforewegotbacktogetherbabeI

swear!"

"Doyouknowwhatsheputmethro-.Youknowwhat?

Whatever!"

Iwatchherasshebangsthebedroom doorbehind

her.Whatjust-?Igetbacktothekitchentocook

breakfast.Couldn'tsheatleastfinishhersentence?



TSHEGO

Assoonaswewalkintothegym Iam metwith

womenwithsixpacksandmuscularthighs.

Everyonelooksatuswhenwestepin.Khulekanihas

mygandinhisandIam grippingit.Onewhispersto

herfriendwhenwepass.

"Finallysheconsiderslosingafew.Wasstartingto

feelsorryforthathottie."

KhulekanistopswalkingandItrypullinghim.

"Youthinkyou'reJanVanRebiecksdaughterheh?"

Theslim Caucasianwomanlooksathim.

"NowlistenhereBeatriceshutthefuckup.

Ngeshwapala.(flatass)"

"Im notBeatrice."

"Wellyoulooklikeone."

Hewalksawayandthepoorwomanisembarrassed

andfurious.Khulekanicantshutupsometimes.

Worsehedoesn'tlikewhitepeople.Hisveryracist.

Hesaystheiraccentsannoytheshitoutofhim butI

thinkitsbecauseofhishighschoolyears.Thekids



usedtocallthem 'k@*$#&s'causetheywerethe

onlyblackkidsinthatschool.

"Okaybabe.Letsstartwithwarm ups."

Wedojumpingjacksforafewminutesuntilweget

disturbedbythatladyandaverytallbuffman.

"Ehbro."

OkayIdontlikethataccenteither.Khulekanilooks

upathim.

"Yini?"(What?)

Unyezisteachings.Neveraccommodateawhite

person.

"Mywifesaysyou'regivingherissues.Arewegonna

haveanissuelad?"

"Tsekwena.Nywifeyamasimba."(fuckyou.Shitofa

wife.)

"Whatbro?"

"Sukandoda.Uzolimala."(moveman.you'llgethurt.)

"Whathesaylady?"



HelooksatmeandIkeepastraightface.

"Hesaidmoveorhewillkickyourass.Respectthe

manandputyourbitchontheleashFreddie",this

otherguywalkuptous.

Hehasaspotiethatispositionedsidewaysonhis

head.Hiswalkexplainsthathisghettoasfuck.

Neverseensuchghettointhesurbs.

"Thisladisdisrespectfulandracistbro."

"Wellsuckitupcauseheownsthisgym."

Itrynottoactsurprisedbythis.Heownsthisgym.

"Notonlythisone.Everyoneofthem aroundtown.

AhKhulenjayam."

Theyshoulderbumpandhavethissecrethandshake.

Theguyshoosthetwoaway.

"Mandla.MamasloSeho.Babe.Mandla."

"Hi.'

"Seho?Gamaliphilelo?"(Whatnameisthat?)

"Tshegoisthename.Sehoiswhathepronouncesit

as."



"Oh.Msotho?WadlaKhuzwayo!"

Theylaughandtheguyleaves.Wegetbackto

exercising.Im reallytiredbutwontsayanythingas

yet.

UNYEZI

IdigmynailsdeeperintohisbackandIurgehim on

ashethrustsdeeperandfaster.Hehasmylegson

hisshoulderspumpinginmeandIfeelmylegs

shakeandImoanloudlyvibratingwiththeurgeto

cum.IshedatearwhenIcum andhegroans

shakingasheshootsinme.Hecollapsessweaty

andheavingonmelettingmelegsgo.

"Fuckbabe!"

Ilaughandkisshisshoulder.Herollsofmeand

pullsmeclosertohim.Irunmyfingertipsonhisskin.

"Mawabo."

"Khuzwayo."

"Iwaswonderingifwecangoonavacation?Just

youandme.Ourboysaregrownnow."



Inodsmilingandhesmilesbackkissingme.He

getsontopofmeagain.

"Nowcomeletmegiveyouanotherboy."

IgiggleasIfeelhim gethardagain.Wehavebeen

tryingforanotherbaby.Iwantlotsofkidsandhe

sharesthesamewishes.IknowIjustgotmybody

backintoshapebutIcanbouncebackagain.

THANDO

"SoI'lltakehim fortheweekend.Mymom misses

him.Itscool?"

"Yeah.Hedoesn'tbreastfeednomoreandhisover3

months.ButIthinkyourmothercancomehere.She

canstayaslongasshewants.Icanthavemybaby

travellingallthewaytoKwaNongoma."

"Eish.Thatsoundsfairenough.Yousureabout

lettingmom staywithyou?"

"Itsfine.Igetlonelyattimessoshesgood

company."

"IknowIm hardlyaroundandallbut-"



"ItsfineOzo."

No.ItsnotfinebutIm notinthemoodtogetintoan

argumentwithhim rightnow.Ilookathim ashis

phonechimesandhetakesitoutofhispocket.

"Look.Igottogo."

Irollmyeyes

"Asalways."

Hewalksouttextingbackwhoeverrextedhim back.

Nogoodbyekiss.Iwalkupstarisandexerciseso

longNengiissleeping.Mybodyhastakendrastic

changesbutitsgettingback.Istillhavethe

stretchmarksonmytummyandboobs.Myboobs

aresaggybutIscheduledaboobjobsonoworries.I

knowOzofindsmeunattractive.HeischeatingIcan

feelit.Idontevenwannaknow.Acallfrom Noxolo

comesthrough.

"Heymama."

"Noks."

"Whatareyouupto?"

"Exercising."



"Yesgirl!Looktheweddingphotoscameintoday

andIwillhandy'allthem atlunch.You'recoming

right?"

"Yeah.Ineedsomewine!Ijuststopled

breastfreedingandIwantsomebeverage."

"Okaythangirl."

ItextNengisnannytocomeintodayandgetbackto

tummytwisters.AfewmoreandIm done.
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SEASONFINALE

6MONTHSLATER

THANDO

IpeekedinonNengiandLayconandIsmileabit.I

rememberwhenLayconwasstillinhospitalafterI

gavebirthtothem andhislungshadn'tfullyformed

bythen.Ispenthoursprayingforhim tomakeit.He

spentthreemonthsinanincubatorandIthinkit

reallyaffectedOzoaswell.HewassodistantthatI

actuallythoughthewascheatingtoonlyfindout

thathehadplannedapartyformeandourchildren.I

arrivedhomewithLayconinmyarmsandwas

welcomedbyhim withNengiinhisarms.Myfamily

arewhatwecallhypocrites,theywatchedmewhine

aboutmysuspicionsanddidn'ttellmeitwas

becausehewasplanningasurprisepartythouIdid

finditcutetohaveapartybutalsounnecessary.

"Babe!!"

Ilookupathim andheshakeshisheadsmiling.This

manisflawlesslybeautiful!



"You'rethinkingaboutmearen'tyou?"

Ilaughedandstoodonmytoeskissinghim.He

spankedmybuttandsqueezedit.

"Yourkidsaresleeping?"

"Mykids?"

"Uhhuh!Theynaughty!Idon'thavenaughtykids."

"Oho!OkayOzo!ItsFine-o!"

"Ah!Chineke!"

IlaughasIpullhim towardsthekitchen.Iturnoff

thestoveandlookathim ashedrinkswater.Heis

justwearinghisshortsandistopless!

"Don'tlookatmelikethat.I'llgetyoupregnant

again."

"Again?NotafterDadhadmyheadforhaving

childrenoutofwedlock!"

Hesmilesandkneelsdowninfrontofme.

"Whatareyoudoing?"

"Proposing."



"What?"

"Willyoumarryme?"

"You-wait...why?"

"Thando!I'm gettingnervoushereandmykneeis

startingtohurt!"

"Okaysorrybutsaysomeromanticspeechandask

menicely."

Hestandsupanddustshiskneeandwalksaway.

What?Hisangrynow?Ithoughthewasjoking.

UNYEZI

IpickupLakhesclothesandcleanaroundhisroom.

Fuck!Thischildisgoingtomakemegrowoldbefore

mytimecomes!Argh!Nowonderthisroom smelled

sobad!Ithrowhissocksinhisdustbinandwalkout.

"Lakhe!"

"Mah!"

"GofetchNkanyeziwe'regoingout!"



Hecomesupandstandsatthelaststairs.

"Wherearewegoing?"

"Spur."

"Eishma.Leavemebehind.Ihavetogotoskatecity

withthegents."

Ilookathim andshakemyheadandwalkaway

rubbingmyback.Thisbabyisheavy.Iheadforthe

elevatorandgodown.Webuiltanewhousesince

I'm pregnantandImadesurethearchitectisagood

one.Istartonbakingwhilecookingdumplingsand

beefcurry.MaMkhizewalksinandlooksatmewith

herfistsonherwaist.Shesmilesandwalksout

dialingonherphone.Irubmybackagainanddecide

togodomygarden.Mybackisonfire!Istandup

passinganowbusywithmypotsMaMkhizesinging.

Iarchmybackonthecoldelevatorwallandsighbut

thereliefdoesn'tlast!Itakeashowerandasharp

painshootsfrom myabdomenandIgrunt.

"Baby!!Baby!!"

What'sLangadoingheresoearly?Iwalkoutwalking

likeapenguin.



"Ohshit!Yourwater!"

Ilookdownandmywaterjustbroke!

"Im inlabour!!"

Istartpanickingandhepanicsaswell!

"Thebag?"

"MaMkhizehasitdownstairs.Let'sgo."

Ibalancemyselfwithhim andwewalktogether.

AnothercontractionhitsandIbithisarm!

"Ouch!!"

Icarryonwalkingjustinmygown.Ineedtositdown!

Thisfuckenbabyisaweekearly!

"Aaaaaaah!"

"Igotyou!Let'shurry.Yes.Therewego.Breathein."

"Shutup!!"

Heshutsupandleadsmetothecarwiththebagon

hisarm.

NKOSINATHI



Ilookedatthepregnancytestandsighedinrelief!I

wasscaredforasecond.Idon'twantherpregnant

asyet.Ilookedatherassheatesomecake.

"Youneedtogetbackoncontraceptive.Maybefind

onethatwilltreatyoubetterthantheotherone."

"Yeah.Ihaveanappointmentwiththedoctoron

Wednesday."

"Comehere."

Shewalkedovertomeandsatontopofme.

"Iloveyou."

"Iknow.Iloveyoutoo."

ShelaysherheadonmyshoulderandIwrapmy

handsaroundhere.

"I'm thinkingofstartingmyownsoccerteam."

Sheraisesherheadandlooksatme.

"Why?"

"Ilovesoccerbutthelastinjuryhadmethinking.

WhatifIgethurtrealbad?Idon'twanttobewalking

aroundwithalimpallmylife.Atleasthavingmy



ownsoccerteam givesmeachancetostillbe

investedinsomethingthatIloveplusIdon'twant

youtobealwaysnursingme.You'renotmywifeyet

andasmuchasIloveitwhenyoutakecareofme

butIdon'twantyougivingmewifelydutieswhileyou

stillmygirlfriend.Iwantyoutorelaxandletmetake

careofyoulikeIdidwhenIwasstilltryingtowinyou

overfrom thatass."

Shesmilesandkissesme.Iliftherupandlayher

downonthecouch.Ilookattheclockonthewall.

It's16h57andhercurfewis18h00.Icouldmakeit

work.Myunclegaveheracurfewjusttospitemeto

remindthatshe'snotmywife.Evil.Yes!

"Aaah!",shemoansasIslideintoher.

ShescratchesmeasIgodeeper.Iholdherhands

aboveherheadwithonehand.She'sgoingtopayfor

raisinghervoiceatmeearlier.

"Nkosinathi!"

Ithrustdeeperandshebitesmyshoulderblade.

ThathurtsbutI'm highonsexualadrenalin.



NDABENKHULU

Ilookatherasshesleeps.Isitthereandwatchher

sleep.She'llbeupsoon.Shesniffsandopenher

smiling.

"Hey."

Shewavesandstandsupgoingtothebathroom.I

heartheshowerrunning.Ithinkshejust

rememberedthatshe'sangryatme.Isigh.Istrip

andwalktothebathroom.Sheisunderthe

showerheadwithwatergushingdownherbeautiful

body.IgetabonerwhenItracemyeyesdownher

stretchnarks.Iwalkinandstandbehindher.She

takesadeepbreathe.

"Khuzwayo.Pleasegetout."

Inearherandsheexhales.Ikissherneckandshe

sighs.Iopenherlegsandmakeherbendover.I

groanasIfeelthewarmthofherpussy.Amoanis

sighedoutfrom herlips.Ithrustslowbutdeep.

"Youwantachild?"

Shemoansanddoesn'tanswerme.Ithrustdeep



andshescreams.

"Doyouwantachild?"

"Ah!Yes-Fuck!"

"I'llgiveyouachild."

"Yes!Ah!"

IhadmyvasectomyreversedaweekagoandIknow

thatshereallywantsanotherchildbutIwasn'tready

than.HerlegsstartshakingsoIthrustdeeperand

strokesidewayscausinghertotrembleasshe

clenchesherwallsaroundme.Itightenmygrip

aroundherwaistasIfeelmybodytighteningandI

cum inher.Ipulloutandcatchherbeforeshefalls.

She'sstillshakingwithatightholdaroundme.

KHULEKANI

Mybabyiswritingexamsandwillbedonesoonso

I'm planningavacationforus.Ievenboughthera

bikini.IseeherwalkingtowardsmycarandIopen

thedoorforher.

"Baby."



Shenodsandgetsinside.Ilookatherasshecloses

hereyes.Sheopensthem andtearsflow.Ihateit

whenshecriescauseIalsocry.

"Baby?"

"Mygrandmothercalled..."

IkeepquietandsheglancesatmetomakesureI'm

listening.

"Mymom..."

Hervoicewavers.

"She...shecommitttedsuicide."

Ikeepquietandrestmyheadonthesteeringwheel.

"Sheleftmealetter."

Shechuckles.

"Aletter?Sheshould'vejustcalledme!"

Wesitinsilencewithherhandinmine.Finallyasob

breaksoutfrom herandIpullhertomyside.She

criesonmylap.OnetearescapesmyeyeandIsigh.

Ijustlethercryitallout.
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UNYEZI

Ilookatthelittleboyinmyarms.Iwipemytears

andsmile.Ikisshischeeksandbreastfeedhim.

Langawalksinandsmileswidely.

"Mamawabantwanabami!"(motherofmychildren.)

Ismileandhandhim hisson.Hekisseshim allover

thefaceandstartsdancingwithhim inhisarms

whilerecitinghisclannames.

"Mthunzi.HisnameisMthunzi."

Ismileandnod.Ilikeit.IvideocallDadandGranpa.

Theyshowtheirfaces.IrememberwhenIbought

them smartphones.Theydidn'tunderstandhowthey

worked.Thankstooneofmycousinstheyshowed

them howitworks.

"MaGema!",dadgreets.

"Mzukhulu.",grandpa.

Ismileandwaveatthem.Im reallytired.IgiveLanga

thephoneandDadsayshisgoingtocomedownand

seehisnewgrandchild.Healsonameshim



Sphamandla.

"Babe.GetsomerestwhileIgobaththeyoung

man."

Ijustnodandclosemyeyes.Thisismylastbaby.

I'vebuiltafamilyformyself.NowIshouldwaiton

beingagrandmothersoon.Averyhotgrandmother.

KUHLEKONKE

Amandawalksinat17h33andgreetsus.Shehigh

fivesSineandrushesupstairs.

"Didyoueverthinkthey'dlastthislong?"

Bhekikhayaandgossiping.

"Notreally.Ithoughtafterhighschoolthey'dmove

on."

"Yourunclecalled."

"Whatdoeshewant?"

"Hesaysthatheneedsy'alltocomedown.Hewent

toconsultaweekbackandwastoldyourfather

demandsthaty'allgetwelcomedbacktothefamily



again."

"Whoisgoingtopayforallthat?"

"YourotheruncleIthink."

"Myotheruncle?Allmyuncle'saredeadbeatmos."

"Idon'tknowanything."

"I'llcallhim back."

HepickshissonupandkisseshischeekandSine

wipesitoff.IlaughandBhekikhayaputshim down.

Helooksathim asSinewalksaway.

"Hisgrowingupisn'the?"

Ilookathim andnod.

"Hewon'tneedmesoon."

"HewillalwaysneedyouBabakhe."

"He'llbeabletoopenthesnackscabinetwithoutmy

help.He'llbeabletoclimbhisbedwithoutme

helpinghim up.Hewon'tneedmetotiehisshoesor

dresshim upanymore."

"Buthe'llneedyoutoteachhim onhowtobea



man."

Henodsandlayshisheadonmythighs.Amanda

walksdownsingingwithSineonherwaist.

"Mama!Auntieiscookinglasagne!",sinescreams.

Hiswordsaren'taudiblebutIam alwayswithhim so

Iunderstandhim andheloveslasagne.They

disappeartothekitchenandIcuddlewithmyman.

THANDO

IsitdownwithNengiandherbrotherplays.Ozo

comesinandmassagesmyfeet.

"OhIloveyou.Yourkidshavebeencrawling

everywhere.Layconbrokemyndebelevase."

"Didhegethurt?"

"No.Itfellontheotherside."

Theycrawltowardsusandlookatus.Laycontakes

hissistersfeetandstartspressingit.Welaughat

this.

"I'm thinkingofsendingalettertoyourfather."



"Really?"

"Yeah.YoudeservetobeaButhelezi."

Ismileandhekissesmycheek.Thetwinskisseach

otherscheeks.

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyou.Thankyouformakingmeafatherand

thanksforgivingmeachancetoloveyou

effortlessly."

Iblushandhechucklesandpullsmetowardshim.I

sitonhislapandthetwinsjoinusonthecouchafter

somehelpfrom theirfather.

KHULEKANI

Ilookatherasshedoesheryoga.She'slostthe

weight.Notextremely.She'sjustthicknow.I'm still

tryingtogetusedtohowlightsheis.Ieatingskopo

withherbutshe'sondietsnow.

"Wanttojoinme?"

"No.I'm waitingonyoutofinishthosestretchessoI



canstretchyouuprightonthatmat."

Shelooksatmeandsighs.Iwalkclosertoherand

shesitsdown.Ipushherdownwhilepullingouther

tights.Ithrowthem acrosstheroom andslapher

thigh.Idiveinbetweenherthighswithmytongue

readytotasteherjuices.Keephermindoffher

mothersdeathforawhile.

NOXOLO

Welaytherecatchingourbreathe.Ilookathim and

helooksatmesmiling.

"Wheredidyougetallthatenergy?"

"Istillhavesomeleft.Giveme5andI'llbeback."

Hestandsupandgoestothebathroom.Igetinside

thecoversandasI'm abouttosleepSanelescreams

forme.IwearNdabest-shirtandwalkdownstairs.

Heisstandingtherewithhisskateboardunderhis

armpit.

"Mom.I'm out.I'llbebackbeforedinner.Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."



Buthisalreadyoutside.Isighandgetbacktoback.I

findmyhandsomemanwithaboner.Iwalkbackout

ashewalkstowardsme.

"Noxolo!"

"No!!Yho!"

Irundownstairsandsleepintheguestroom there.
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UNYEZI

IlookedatthebiggreentreeinfrontofmeandI

lookedatMkhulu.HenoddedatmebutItookastep

backshakingmyhead.

"Ndodakazi.It'stime."

Ishookmyheadwithtearstrailingdownmyface.I

wasn'tready.Ihadturnedybackonmyancestors

andIdon'tthinkIwanttofacethem asyet.Iturned

aroundandwalkedbackintothehousewhereIjust

fellintomyDad'sarmsandcried.Hedidn'tsay

anythingbutjustheldmeasIcried.Theyaremeant

toprotectandprovidenottakeaway.I'velostalotof

thingsbecauseofthem!Theyneededsomeonein

theirdumbthroneandtheydidn'tcarewhogothurt

forthatthronetogetoccupied.IsitdownandDad

joinsme.Ilaymyheadonhisshoulderandsigh.

"They'vebrokenyou.You'reangry."

"YesBaba.Whydotheydothis?"



"Youwillneverthingsofthespiritualworldandhow

theywork.Igetthatyou'reangrybutturningyour

backonyourancestorsisarisk.Afatalrisk.That's

whereyourblessingsshouldcomefrom.Yes.How

theydothingsisconfusingbuttheyhavetheir

reasons.Hearthem out.You'reluckyyoucan

communicatewiththem inthemanneryoucan.Your

grandmotherislosingherpatience.She'sgrowing

tired.Ifsheturnsherbackonyouthanitsoverfor

you.Youwillnotbewelcomedinthespiritualrealm.

You'llbealostsoul.Youwon'tbeabletoprotect

yourkidsbeyondthegrave.Thinkaboutthechildren.

Forgive.Sotheycanbeabletogiveyouyour

blessings."

Idon'tanswerhim butgoandlookformykids.Ifind

them withtheir'Gogo'.She'steachingthem howto

smearcowdungonthefloor.They'recoveredincow

dung.Ohgoodlord.Ileavethem thereandgocheck

onMthunzi.Heisupandsuckinghisfist.

"Heboy."

Hesmilesshowingoffhisgums.Ipickhim upand

kisshim alloverhisfacecausinghim togiggle.My



phoneringsanditsLanga.

"Khuzwayo."

"MaGema.Ninjani?"(howarey'all?)

"We'reokaybabe.Yougood?Haveyoueaten?Ialso

packedsomebeefcurry.There'schickenaswell."

"Babe.It'sfine.Iate.Iwarmedupthefoodyouleft

forme.Whenarey'allcomingback?"

"OnSaturday."

"Ah!!"

"Don'tbeababy."

"But-"

ThelittleonecriesandIsitdownputtinghisfather

onloudspeaker.Itakeoutmyboobandwipeit

beforeputtingitinhismouth.Hehasgrown.Ispent

threemonthshereathome.MkhuluandDad

insistedthatIneededhelp.Wedidn'targuesince

Thandohasherownchildrennowcouldn'thelpme.

"HasyourDadtoldThandoabouttheritual?"

"No.HesentKhulekanitodoit."



"Khulekani?Ohgoodlord!"

"Heisgoodatthrowingbombs.Plusthismightbring

backsomebadmemoriesandKhulekaniknowsher

betterplushisdumb."

"PoorThando."

Wecarryongossipingandlaughing.

AMANDA

IblowmynoseagainandIgruntwhenIfeela

headachecoming.Itrystandingupbutthedizzy

spellalmostknocksmeoffmyfeet.Fucked!Isit

backdown.IwokeupwithafeverandI'm alonein

thishouse.Iwalkslowlytothekitchenlookinglike

hell.Iwarm upsomemilkwhileItakeoutsomething

toeat.Itakeabiteofabiscuitandittasteslikesand.

Iwrench.Ihaven'teatenanythingsincemorningso

nothingcomesout.Isitdownonthekitchenfloor

andcry.Ihatefeelingsick.IcallNkosinathiandit

ringsunanswered.Heisplayingtoday.Idecideto

watchitonline.Itoldhim Icouldn'tmakeit.Isee

him.KHUZWAYO'10'andheisplayingprettywell.



Thegameisnearlyover.Hegetstackledandhe

tumblesonthegroundwrithinginpain.

"KHUZWAYOisdown!!"

Ifeelemotionalandstartcrying.Iunderstandwhy

hesaidhewantedtoquitplayingsoccer.Hebetter

quit.I'llnothavehim crippled.

THANDO

IopenthedoorforKhulekaniwhowalkspastme

screaming,"Favouriteuncleishere!!".

Ishakemyheadasthetwinsstumbleandfall

runningtowardshim.Heliftsbothofthem upand

kissestheircheeksearninggiggles.I'm justgonna

standhereandwaitforhim totellmewhatishe

doinginmyhouse.Heputsthem downandheadsto

thekitchen.TF?Ifollowhim andheisalreadyinthe

fridge.Hesitsdownafterraidingmyfridge.Ishake

myheadandleanagainstthestove.Heshovesa

pieceofchickeninhismouthandlooksatme.

FinallyI'm noticed!



"Ohhey."

Wow!

"Bhuti."

"Where'syourbabydaddy?"

"Atwork."

"Mmmh.Whyaren'tyouatwork?"

"I'm theboss."

"Isn'thethebossaswell?"

"No."

"Huh?"

"It'shisfather'scompany.Hehasshares."

"Oh.Shame."

Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

"Can'tIvisitmysisterandherkids?"

"You?WhereisTshego?"

"Atschool."



"Soyoudecidedtobotherme?"

"Yeah.That'smyjob."

Sighs.

"Anyway.YouhavetogodowntoeChamthu.Gogo

wantstoseeyou."

"Why?"

"You'redumb.Iforgot.Everwonderedhowyouhad

kidswithOzza?"

"Ozo.I'vewondered."

"Whatever.Nowistimeforanswers."

"Oh."

Ineverreallywantedanswers.IwasjustgladIcould

conceiveforhim.Hecarriesoneatingasifhehadn't

justkilledmyjoyfortheday.

NKOSINATHI

Iwipethewateroffmybodyandmyphonerings.It's

Amanda.Ianswerquickly.Shetoldmeshewasn't



okayinthemorning.

"You'reokay?"

"Notreally.Ican'teatanything.I'm nauseas.I've

beenwrenching."

"I'm comingtopickyouupsoIcantakeyoutothe

doctor."

"I'dappreciatethat."

"Iloveyoubaby."

"Iloveyo-"

IhearwrenchingandIquicklygetdressedandrunto

thecar.Ihateitwhenshe'ssick.

BHEKIKHAYA

Shelooksatthe'Uncle'andfrowns.Whydidshe

dragmetothismeetingagain?

"I'm yourfatherstwin."

"I'venoticed."

Igiveheralook.



"Wherehaveyoubeen?"

"InLondon."

"London?"

"Yeah.Intheoldendaystwinswerenotmeanttobe.

Onehadtodie.Thatwasmebutyourgrandmother

didn'tallowitandgavemetoherboss.Aladyshe

workedforintheday.Sheraisedmeandwelater

movedtoLondon.Ihaveawifeandkidsbackhome.

I'm alsoagrandfathernow."

Themansmilesproudly.

"Goodforyou.Nowwhatdoyouwanthere?"

Igiveheranotherlook.Sheignoresme.

"Iheardaboutmybrother'sdeathandheardheleft

kidsbehind.Thoughty'allcouldcomebackhome

withme."

"Why?"

"Icantakecareofyou.Youdon'thavetodependon

aman.I'llsendyoutoschool.Youandyoursister.

Y'allcanmakesomethingoutofyourselves.Nota

housewife."



Ahguesshisbeenkeepingtrackwiththemedia.I

cringewhenmywifescoffs.

"Dependonaman?Housewife?School?Something

outofourselves?Don'tpatronizeme.I'm very

educated.Mynet-worthis400million.MYNET-

WORTH.Letmenotmentionmyhusband's.I'm not

dependingonhim.Iownbusinesses.Ijustprefer

beingkeptbehindthescenes.Thankyouforthe

offerbutwe'refine."

ShestandsupandpicksupSthe.Iwidenmyeyes

whenshetellsmeshe'llbeinthecar.Ilookatthe

maninfrontofme.

"Uhsir.Sorryaboutherattitude."

"Iunderstand.DoapologizeformeifIcameout

wrong."

Inodandtakeherhandbag.

NDABENKHULU

Ilookatherasshelooksatthepregnancytestand

bitesherlip.She'llnevergetridofthathabit.She



handsittome.

"I'm toonervous.You'lltellme."

Inodandsitdownwhilelookingatit.

"Whatdoesitsay?"

"It'sshowing'pregnant'."

"Pregnant?"

Inodlookingatthetestconfused.Shejumpsupand

grabsthetest.Howdoesthisthingtellifoneis

pregnant?Iknewshewaspregnantalreadybutshe

neededclarification.ShejumpsonmeandIcatch

her.ShekissesmecryingandIsmileinthekiss.

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Ilayherdownandkissherwithmyhandinbetween

herthighs.Sheletsoutabreathdigginghernailson

myshoulders.



TSHEGO

Istomponthejointandspraythescentaway.Iput

onsunglassesasIseehiscarapproach.Mymom's

deathtookatollonme.Worsesincewediedwhile

weweren'tonspeakingterms.Sheleftmealetter

andIstillfailtoreadit.Igetintothecarandgreet

him whilechewinggum.

"You'reokay?"

Inodandlaybackontheseat.Hedoesn'tsay

anymorebutdrives.

"Canyoudrivemetores."

Hedoesn'tanswermebutcarriesondriving.The

KeybyTemscomesonandInodmyheadalongto

thebeat.

"Theheatisgettingcolder.Theeyesareslowly

closing!"

Isingalongmovingmyhead.Inoticeheisdrivingto

hisplace.I'm toohighforthis.Inoticeapaperbagin

thebackseat.Steers!Igrabitandstarteating.I

won'tconversewithhim.He'llnoticeI'm high.He



keepsstealingglancesatme.It'sgoingtobealong

wayhome.
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NKOSINATHI

Ilookatthescreenasthedoctormovessomething

onherstomach.Ilookatherasshe'slookingatthe

dotonthescreeninfascination.Theheartbeatis

loudandIseethedoctorsayingsomethingbutI

can'treallyhearhim.Theheartbeat.Mychild's

heartbeat.Amiraclebabyforsure.Foughtthrough

birthcontrol.Iholdherhandandshelooksupatme

andInoticeshe'sbeencrying.HeckI'vebeencrying

too.Ilookdownatherasthefoctorwipesher.

"Iloveyouandthankyou."

Shesmiles.Ikneeldowninfrontofgerasshesits

upstraightpullinghershirtdown.

"You'vebeenthereformethroughshitandI

appreciateit.You'veneverstoppedlovingmeeven

thoughIwasshittytoyou.YouknowI'm notgood

withwordsbutIpromisetosingyouyourfavourite

songlatertonight.SoAmandaSilangwecanyougo

outonadatewithme?Butasmyfiance?"



Shelooksatmeandblinks.

"Willyoumarryme?"

ShenodsherheadandIsmileandstandup.Ikiss

herpassionately.WellIstillneedtobuytheringbut

fornowletmecherishthismoment.IfIknewthese

weregoingtobetheresultsIwould'vetakenherto

thedoctorthatdayshecalledmesayingshewas

sickinsteadoflisteningtoherwhenshesaidshe

wasbetter.

THANDO

IlookedatOzoastheypouredgoatbileonhim.I

lookedatthetwinsastheyplaywithiziphandla.We

havingawelcomingceremonyforOzo.Hewasn't

mychosenonebutmysecondchancemate.It

happenswhenyourchosenonedies.LikeBabaand

Naledy.IwipemytearsasIseehim walktowards

me.Heshakeshisheadatmeandbringsmecloser

tohim.Iholdontighttohim asIshakewith

emotions.GodknowsthatafterSphamandlaI

thoughtitwastheendforme.ThatIwasn'tgoingto



findhappinessoreverhavekids.Ifeellittlehands

onmylegandlookdownatthetwinsjoininginon

thehug.IgiggleandpickNengiupandOzopicks

Laycon.Theysmileanddimplesappearontheir

cheeks.TheylooklikemebecausewellKhuzwayo

genesarewarriors.ToughasShakaZulu.

"Baby."

Helooksatmesmiling.Iputhishandonmytummy

andhelooksatmeconfusedandInodmyhead.He

laughsandkissesme.I'm 5weekspregnant.Ijust

hopeit'snottwinsagainotherwiseI'lljumpoffacliff.

BHEKIKHAYA

Iparkinherpaternalhomeandkidsruntowardsthe

carasIopentheboot.Igetoutandsheiswalking

towardsmedressedrespectfully.Inearherandshe

throwsherselfinmyarms.She'sstillbeautifulasthe

firstdayIsawheronthatstripperpole.We'vecome

alongway.I'm happytoseeherthiscontent.She

finallyacceptedheruncleafteralotofconvincing

from me.Amandaisstillabithesitantandis



supposetoarrivelatertodayfortheirImbeleko

tomorrow.

"MaSilangwe."

"Myeniwam.I'vedishedupforyou.Gositwiththe

othermeninthekraal.I'llbringyourfoodtoyouina

min."

Inodandpeckherforehead.Shesmilesandwalks

away.Iclosethebootafterthekidsleftitempty.I

walktothekraalwheretheSilangwemenareseated.

Isitdownonabenchaftergreeting.

"ThankyouKhuzwayoforlovingandtakingcareof

ourdaughters.You'rearealman.",Bab'Silangwe,the

onefrom Londonsays.

Hehasblendedwellwithinhisfamily.Beingthe

eldestinthefamilyheistheonethatwillslaughter

thegoattomorrow.Ican'tbehereunfortunatelyasI

havetoflyouttoDubaiforameeting.

KHULEKANI

Ilookatherasshesmokesherweed.Shehasher



dreadstiedmessilyonherhead.Sheissittingin

meditationposition.Reggaeisplayingsoftlyinthe

background.She'sjustinherbraandthong.She's

lostweightandlooksverysexy.She'sstillthickjust

biggerbootywithaflatstomach.She'sbeentaking

supplementsandtheweedhelped.Iwalkinand

closethedoorbehindme.Shefinallynoticesmeand

quicklyputsoutherjoint.It'sbeenmonthsofme

knowinghernewsmokinghabitandshealsocame

clean.Shejustdoesn'tfeelcomfortablesmokingin

mypresence.Apparentlyshefeelsasifshe's

disrespectingme.Thisoneworriestoomuchabout

myfeelingsthansheshouldhers.She'llquitwhen

shewantsto.Ialsodon'tcriticizehersmoking.She's

oldenough.Isitontopofherbed.Shegotanew

apartmentandisaninternatapublichospital.

"Babe."

"SpuraMaluda!"

Shegigglesandlauchesherselfatme.Icatchher

easily.I'vegrownaccustomedtohernewweight.

We'veagreedtomotrushintomarriageuntilshe

getsherfirstpaycheck.



NDABENKHULU

"IsaiddunkedwingsNdabe!Whatam Isupposedto

dowithpizza?"

Shesitsdownandstartscrying.IlookatSaneleand

heisjustasconfused.Hetakesouthisphoneand

pressesonitforawhile.Henearhismotherand

brushesherback.

"It'sokaymom.Yourdunkedwingsandburgerare

ontheirway."

Burger?

"Thankyoubaby.Cheeseburgerright?"

"Yes."

Hetakesouthisphoneagainandpressesit.He

passesbymeandwhispers.

"Youoweme.Goodthingyouownarestaurant.

Thosechefsnumberscomeinhandy."

Hewinksandleavesmewithanowicecream eating

Noxolo.



"Sdu-mama."

Ihavetorefrainfrom callinghersdudlacauseitsan

issueandapparentlyI'm bodyshamingher.Isitnext

toherandputherfeetonmythighs.Amassagewill

dowiththeseswollenfeet.Istillhave7monthsto

gowiththispregnancy.

"IloveyouKhuzwayo."

Ilookatherandsmile.

"Iloveyoutoomama."

SherelaxesonthecouchasImassageherfeet.

Shame.Mypoorwife.Herfeetareswollen.I'm

excitedaboutthisbaby.Ican'twaitforittobeborn.I

wantababygirl.

UNYEZI

Ileavetheincenseandcandlesburningandhead

out.IfindLangawiththekids.Nkanyeziiscolouring

anelephantgreen.Isitnexttothem andLanga

kissesmyhead.Iam stillinmyhealerattire.After

lettinggoofthehatredandcommunicatingwithmy



grandmothershegrantedmemygiftback.Thouthe

kingdom hasfallenbutthegiftwillcarryonbeing

transferredfrom generationtogeneration.I've

openedplatformsonlinewhereIconsultanddo

photoreadings.Ialsotalkaboutancestralgifts.I

shedlightonspirituality.I'vealwayshadahuge

platform andIhaveaccumulated2millionfollowers

onInstaandImakegoodmoneyfrom it.Ialsohave

agreatYouTubeplatform.Ialsohaveonlinelive

podcastswithotherspiritualgiftedbeings.I'm

knownasGogoGema.Myfamilyhasbeenwithme

througheverything.LangahasbeentheblessingI've

prayedforinmyorpganagedays.We'rerenewing

ourvowsinafewmonths.Ilookathim andI'm met

bythemoonandocean.Evenafteralltheseyears

theystillfascinateme.

THEEND

Thankyouforyourpatiencezithandwa.


