
MYSOULMATE

Me:"Ineverthoughtyouofallpeoplewoulddo

melikethis,yousaidyouwillneverleaveme,

yousaidyoulovedme."Ihadbeencryingfor

overamonthnowandIwassendinghim voices

notesonWhatsappkodwadololoakaphenduli,

heblueticksmeyetagain.

JustasIfinishsendingmyvoicenoteNsika

Knocksagainonmydoor,angmaziukuth

ufunaningobaheknewThatowasgetting

marriedandhedidn'tbothertelling,mnxm then

hesayshismytwinbrotherekhohlisaabantu.

Nsika:YomuziopenthedoorformemntakaMa,

IknowIshouldhavetoldyouaboutThatobut

hebeggedmenottellyouhesaidhewilltell

youhimself.NgiyaxolisaWele."(Ihaven't

spokentohim in2weeksnowandithurts



becausewetalkabouteverythingbutI'm mad

ashell).

Me:"GoawayNsika,bekumnandiemshadweni

kaThato?Youofallpeopleshouldhavetoldme

whenyoufoundoutbutyouletmebeanidiot,

Nsikakantiaren'tyoumybrother,mytwin

brother,whywouldyounottellmeaboutthis,

hambagobacktowhereyoucomefrom and

leavemetodrownmysorrowsngokuthula"

Nsika:"Iwasafraidtotellyou,youwereinlove

soinloveandIhadn'tseenyouthathappy

lokhekwashonaubaba"

Iquicklyrushtoopenforhim,becausehejust

pissedmeoff,howdarehebringsourfather

intothis.

Me:"Uthini?"Ilookhim straightintheeye,I

wanthim torepeatwhathejustsaidabout

dad."Nsikayomuzidon'tyoudareyouuseour

fatherasanexcusetokeepthingsfrom me"I



brakedownandcry,becauseasmuchasI'm

angryatmytwinbrotherIjustneededtobe

heldbyhim andngikhalengizidelise.

Nsika:"ThulaMpandeyomuzikababa,I'm sorryI

didn'ttellyouIguessIwasacoward,nxesehalf,

Ipromisenotkeepanysecretsfrom youever

again".

Thiswasourbiggesttestwithmytwinbrother,

youseeamonthagomybestfriendKhosi

cametomyflatflyingtoshowmeiythombeof

mythenboyfriend(inja)membeso.Khosihad

foundthem onTwitter,don'taskmehowcause

injahadnosocialnetworksaccounts.Icouldn't

believemyeyes,buthewaswearingthe

famousmembesoshirtandtheladywas

wearinginguboyodumo.IcriedsomuchthatI

didn'tevenhaveavoice,Icalledmytwinbrother

cryingmylungsoutandtomysurpriseheknew

buthadnottoldmebecauseThatohadsaidhe



wouldcomeclean.Iwashurtbeyondthatday,

evenmytwinbrotherknewbekseleminanje.

MynameisMpandeyomuziKhumalo,Ihavean

idiottwinbrotherNsikayomuziKhumalo,weare

theyoungestof6,I'vegot2bigbrothers

Fikanokuthula(Fika)andNhlanhla,then2

sistersLangelihle(Lihle)and

Thembalamntungwa(Themba)it'sagirlsname

too,Idon'tknowwhatmyparentswerethinking

whentheynamedmysisterThembabutke,itis

whatitis.Mydadpaston3yearsagowhichis

whenImetThato(inja).Andwelltheloveofmy

lifeMom isstillaround,iCherrykaDadmadoda,

IlovehersomuchMrsZamaKhumalo.

ThisismystoryofhowIfoundmysoulmate.

Insert1



AfterIfoundoutthatThato,whoIhadbeen

datingfor3years,thenwasgettingmarriedI

lostmyselfandgotdepressedformonths.

WhenIfirstfoundout,itwaswithpicturesfrom

umembesowakhethattookplaceatLadysmith,

myfriendfoundoutonTwitterwhereoneofhis

friendshadsharedthepicturescongratulating

him.Ourfriendswerethere,Iwastheonlyone

absent,meaningeveryoneknewbesidesme.I

senthim anSmscongratulatinghim withan

attachedpictureofhim andhismadam,

wearingiOutfityodumo.Ibingedonvodkathat

weekend,Iwhatsappedhim,calledandsms'd

him butdololouThato.

Threemonthslaterheshowsupatmydoor,

wearingaringmntakaDad,histhingswereina

bigNikebag,thepreviousdayIdecidedto

cleanupmyspace.SoIputallhisclothesina

bathtubandputjik,andwenttodrythem.Now



Thatowasatypicaldurbanboyizinto

ubeythandaiscefe,sohisclotheswere

expensive,soIknewIhitanerve.Icutsome

jeansngabenzaobhemude*hehehehe*.Packed

andwaitedforhim toshowup,luckilytodayhe

mannedupandcame.

Thato:"YomuziIsorry,Ididn'tmeanfoeyouto

findoutthewayyoudid.Ijjustthoughtmy

parentswouldunderstandthatIdon'tlovethat

girl,itwasarrangedbaby"inamangalenja

mnxm "Mpandeyomuzi,pleasesaysomething,

pleaseunderstandMamntungwaIwouldnever

intentionallyhurtyou,ngiyaxolisaYomuzi,I

askedNsikatonottellyouwhenheoverheard

mespeakingtomyfathercauseIwantedtobe

theonetellingyou,Iam reallysorryMpande.I

cametotakemystuff"heattemptedtoget

inside,youseeIhadn'tallowedhim toget

insidemyflat,hehadbeenstandingbythedoor

whenhewasapologising.



Me:"imanjelaphoSithole,don'tgetinsideIwill

bringyouyourtrash"Iwalkedtotakehisbag

Thato:"I'm reallysorryYomuzi,noamountsof

sorry'scanmendyourheartortakeawayyour

painbutI'm sorrywaitingyourtimeallthese

yearsMakhumalo,IjustthoughtI'dhaveaplan

bythetimeIhavetomarryher"whenIwalked

backtothesittingroom hewasnowsitted,I

couldhearhim talkwhileIwastakinghisthings,

whathellishedoinginmysittingroom

Me:"DidInottellyounottogetinsidemyflat

Thato"Ilookedathim straightintheeyeandhe

quicklystoodup"youdon'tlistentosimple

instructions,Idon'twantyoursorry's,Idon't

wanttoseeyouThato,sengathiungashayiswa

yimotofuthinxaaaa,nowthiseverythingthat

belongstoyou,hambaungabhekiemuva

swayini".Hewasshocked,Thatohadnever

seem methatangry.Hestoodupandtriedto

kissmeandIstoppedhim



Me:"doesyourwifeknowyourebusytryingto

forceyourselfonyourexgirlfriend?

Ungazonginyanyisa"

Heleft,Iclosedmydoorandwenttothe

kitchenandtooloutmybottleofAbsolute

Vodkaandaglassanddrylemonfrom the

fridgeandmixeditngabhlaba.

Iwokeupinthemorningwithamassive

headachewithmytwinbrothercuddlingme.

Me:"Nsikaletmego,it'shotmani"

Nsika:"StopdrinkingsomuchYomuzi,you

calledlastnightcrying,Ithoughtyouwereover

Thatoit'sbeen3monthsnow,IwilltellFikaif

youcontinuelikethis"Iturnedtolookathim

andhewasdeadserious,ourbigbrotherwas

nowourdad,hewasoverprotectiveandwas

strictasF*ckanddidn'ttakenonsense

Me:"mus'ukphaphawena,youknowhowFika



willleaveeverythingandcomehereto

reprimandmeaboutcryingooveraboy.NsikaI

lovedthatpieceofshitandnotonceinthe3

yearswedatedidIeversuspectanything"Icry

again

Nsika:"Stopcryingnow,you'llgobackto

hospital,youknowhowIdon'tfunctionifyou're

notokayMpandeyomuzi,hushnowhalfhush"

Me:"Ijustneedtocryonemoredayandthen

I'llbefineyezwagivejusttodayandIwillstop"

hegavemeatighthug

Nsika:"okayonemoredayke,justtodayand

youstop"

IndeedIcriedanddrankagainonSundaywe

drsankttogetherwithNsikaandcuddledagain.

Iwokeupjustintimeforshoweringandgetting

towork,Isawanotefrom Nsika'heyhalfIleft

alreadyforworkwillchatsoon<3'Ijustsmiled

andwenttoshower,dressedupandwentto



work.Igottoworkandwentstriaghttomy

booth,andstarteddoingsomeworkafterafew

hoursIreceivedacallfrom mom.

Me:"Mazuluunjankodwa"

Mom:"MpandeyomuzikaMntungwa

angsakwazintombi,awungiyalizondaigoli

elangithathelaabantabam"Ichuckledbecause

mymom wasthemasterofemotional

blackmailandexaggeration

Me:"Hawumama,wespeakalmosteveryday

andNsikaandIwerejustthere2week'sago"

Mom:"SibongauNsikaotherwiseyouwere

goingtodiewithoutusevenknowingthatyou

werenotokay,Ihatewhatthatboydidtoyou,

youevenlostweightfrom 36to32Yomuzi,you

almostkilledmeman"shesighed

Me:"ohmom Ididn'tmeantoscareyounxese

Mamntwana"

Mom:"IjustcalledtosayImissyou,Nhlanhla



washerelastweektoshowmehisgirlfriend

thathewantstomarry,yhuuuushe'sso

beautifulbaby,IhearsheworksatSARS,hayi

manithatgirlcanevencookevenThembalikes

herandyouknowhowhardThembaistowards

yourbrothersgirlfriends"Ilaughhardcauseits

true,Thembagiveseveryonespartnerlolshe's

thetypicalmeansisterin-law.

Me:"hahahahmom IneedtogobeforeIget

fired,IloveyouMrsKhumalo"

Mom:"byebaby,loveyoutoo"

Ishouldactuallycallmysiblings,Ilastspoketo

them lastmonthwhiletheycametoseemeat

hospitalwhenIwasdiagnosedwithdepression.

Wechatbutit'snotthesame.

BeforeIknowitits5pm andit'stimetogo

home,Ineedtogodropmyfilesandmybosses

officebeforeIleave.Idosoandheadhome.

IgettomyflatandwhenIjjustgetoutofthelift



Iseealadystandingbymydoor.
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Iforgottodescribemyself.I'm a24yearold

workingforamarketingcompany,Iwasa36

now32,I'vegotabigbum withbighipsandI'm

short,andI'm notlightnoram Idark.I'm not

yourmagazinebeautifulgirl,I'm justyour

averagegirl,ngimikahlenje.Ilovereading.My

twinisalmostoppositeofme,wearenot

identical,butsiyafanacausewearetwins,his

tallandhandsome,ourskintoneisthesame

though.WeworkinJohannesburgatthesame

companyjustdifferentbranches,wedid

BusinessScienceandIdidmyhonoursin

MarketingwhilehedidAcourseinIT,hencewe

workondifferentdepartments.

Sothere'saladywithalongweavebymydoor,



IwonderwhosheisasIwalkclosertakingout

mykeys

Me:"Hi,MayIhelpyou"Ismilebutugirlings

aintaboutthatlife,shelooksatmefrom head

totow

Girl:"AreyouYomuzi"sheaskswhilechewing,I

lookathercalm asfuvk,she'sprettythoughbut

hernastyattitudemakesherlookugly,and

she'schewinggum,sieswhostilldoesthatin

thisdayandage?

Me:"Mpandeyomuzi,yesthat'sme

ngingakusizangani"

Girl:"Idon'tlikewhatyoudidtomyman's

clothes,Imeanujolenayeknowingverywell

thathewasgoingtomarrymesoIdon't

understandwhyyou'reangryatall,you'rea

pettybitch,whothrewherselftoanengaged

man,nowlistenandlistencarefullySisi..."Icut

heroffveryquickbeforeshecontinuesinsulting



me

Me:"Ngizokuhlakazangempamamina,

whoevertoldyouthatI'm goingyobeyour

playgroundmisledyou,Iwillbeatyouup

nendodayakhomina,youdon'tknowmeandI

don'tknowyouandIdon'tcareaboutyou.I

suggestyouleavebeforeIbeattheshitoutof

you"Shelooksatmeinshock,Iguesshe

husbanddidn'twarnheraboutme,Im apitbull

onceIbitIdon'tletgo,onceIstarthittingthis

skinnygirlIwillbreakherskinnyassandclean

thefloorwithherskinnyass"nowleavebefore

yourhusbandfindsyouatahospital,MOVE!"

shequicklymovesandrunstotheliftandI

chucklebantulemconjwana.

JustasIgetinmyphonerings,andItakeitout

andit'sLihletheCoolsister.

Me:"Lihlesisiwamiunjankodwa"Isaywitha



bigsmile,Illovemysiblingskodwa.Lihlejust

brightensmymood,she'ssuchahippie,She'sa

lectureatUkzn,athometheycallusthe"woke

ones"lolweareexactlythatWoke

Lihle:"MpandeyomuzikaMntunga,howareyou

princess,Imissyou"

Me:"lolLihleyoujustsawme,I'm fine,Ijjust

gotinandThatoswifejustattemptedtoscare

mebecauseIJikdherhusbandsstuff"Lihle

chuckles

Lihle:"loldoesthatgirlnotknowthatyou're

crazyandyouwillcleanfloorswithherass"we

laugh"Thatodidn'ttellherIsee"welaugh"how

areyouonaseriousnotethough?"

Me:"I'm somuchbetterthenthelasttime,I

haven'tcalledhim inooveramonthnow,Idon't

cryanymoreandIhardlydrink"

Lihle:"hardly"welaugh"it'sgoodtohearyou

laughandsogrownYomuzi,phelatheYomuziI



knowwouldhavejumpedonthatbitchthe

minutesheopenedhermouth"Ilaughcauseits

true"comedowntoDurbannextweekforthe

longweekend"

Me:"nowthat'sanideasisi,Ihaven'tspoiltmy

nieceandnephewinawhile"

Lihle:"haaiboIdidn'tcallyouhearforthose

brats,comeThursdaynightandleaveon

Sunday,I'llbookyourflightnowsoyouwon't

givemeanyexcuses"hahahasheknowsme

toowellIusetocancelonthelastminute.

Me:"Iwon'tLihlehawu,greetthekidsforme

he,seeyouThursdaynightbabe"wesaidour

goodbyesandhungup.Iwenttoshowerbefore

Icookedformyself.

TheweekflewanditwasThursdayandwasall

packedandreadytogoKhosiwasgoingto

dropmeattheairportandpickmeupon



monday,Itookadayoffagain.Icouldn'twaitto

seemysister,LihleandThembaweremarried

withkids,Thembalikedactingoldsowehardly

chillIwillprobablychillwiththem onSunday

withmom andthekidsandBhutFikaandhis

wifeandkids.ButFridayandSaturdayit's

strictlythecoolkidsNhlanhlaandLihle.

IseeLihlewalkingtowardsmeandNdalomy

niecerunningtowardsmeandIquicklygrabher,

Ilovethewayshecallsme

Ndalo:"NcaneI'vemissedyou,youdon'tlove

Ndaloanymore"lolohwow Ididn'tIdidn't

expectthatatall,IhugLihleaswelaugh

Me:"YouknowI'vegotmadloveforyouNdalo,

wheresSihle?"

Lihle:"hishelpinghisdadpackfortheweekend

theyareallleavingincludingthisone,theyare

visitingkubountilMonday"Shewinksatme,

thatmeanssodakwafrom todayuntilSunday



LolweleavegoingtotheirhouseinZimbali,

phelaLihlemarriedalawyerwhohas

businessessoshe'srich.

Me:"SihlekaNcane"IshoutasIwalkinandhe

comesrunningdownalmostfalling

Andile(Lihleshusband):"IwishyoufallsoIhit

you,Iwarnyoueverydayaboutrunninginthe

house"hesayswalkingdowntowardsme

Me:"HawukodwaMsindazwe"

Andile:"Yourkidsdon'tlistenincludingyour

littleAngelthereNdalo"hesayspointingather

lol"Itoldhernottogototheairportcauseshes

hasn'tfinishedpackingbutnoooo"Ilaughand

helaughstoogivingmeahug"howareyou

Yomuzi,sorryaboutThato"

Me:"I'm allgoodSbali,allgood"hegivesmea

nicelonghugandgoesouttofetchmybagsin

thecarwhileIbondwiththekidsbeforethey

leave.



Insert3

Andileleftwiththekidsleavingmewithmy

sistertoenjoytheweekenddrowninginalcohol,

hehehbekuzonyiwayezwa.FirstIcallmytwin

whosejoiningusSaturdaycauseapparentlyhe

hasathingwithhisgirlfriendtomorrowand

theyhadplanneditawhilebackandhadto

shiftitbecauseIwasgoingthroughstuffwhich

meantNsikawasalsoAwolemotionally.I

calledNsikatocheckonhim andKhosito

checkinandsayIm athome.WhileIwas

talkingtoKhosimysistershowedmeabottle

ofCiroc,JizasIlovevodka,soIsaidmy

goodbyesandhitthebottlelol.IcalledNhlanhla

andhesaidhewasonhiswayuseseduze.....

Kusazobamnandilol.

Nhlanhlacameandwewerehalfwaywiththe



bottlehehad2bottlesofCirocnaye,lolandit

wasjustthe3ofuslol.Wedrankthewhole

nightuntilwefellasleeponthesofas,many

wouldjudgeusbutwedon'treallycarelol.We

wokearound9andLihlesuggestedweeatout

sowedrovetogatewaybecauseIwantedto

getafewnovelsanddosomeshopping.Wegot

togatewayandwentstraighttoMuggnBean

wewerehungryyezwa.Afterbreakfast

Nhlanhlarecievedacallfrom hisgirlfriend

tellingtocomebackcauseshemisseshim

mnxm!Hetoldushewouldbejoininguslater

againcausehisoffandhewantsmetomeet

theMrs.SeemslikeI'm theonlyonewhose

singlelaykahya.LihleandIwenttolookfor

booksanddidshoppingIboughtafewitemsat

ZarawithLihlesmoney,phelashe'smarriedto

arichmandoesnothingwithhersalary,

bayadelaabanyosisishame.Whenwewere

donewithourshoppingwewenttoTashasfor

alateLunch.Weorderedandwewerehavinga



fewcocktails

Lihle:"YomuziIhadforgottenhowmuchyou

loveshopping,I'm sotired.Ithinkyouwillgo

outwithNhlanhlatonightsisiiyoo"

Me:"Don'tbeextraLihlehawu,westillhave

timehawu,don'tbethatperson"

Lihle:"Ngiyakudlalisahawu"welaughedthe

waiterbroughtourfoodandsaidthebillhas

beensettledbyagentlemanandhesaidatab

hasbeenopenedfor."Kwazekwamnandi

eThekwini"Ithoughttomyself.

Lihle:"Asenzemnakamasidakwesiphelelwe

icala"welaughed

Me:"lolLihleyouSonyevenknowwhosettled

ourbillsufunaudakwa"

Lihle:"MinaIcanaffordmyownstuffif

someonewantstobuymestuffindabayabo

leyoangibacelanga"lolthisgirlkodwa.Icalled

Nhlanhlatellinghim weweregoingtochangeat



hisplacesincehestayedatMbiloandweare

goingtoFlorida,goingbacktoZimbaliwasn't

anoptionnowsinceweweregettingdrunk.

AftercoolingoffwewenttoPicknPaytoget

toiletriestofreshenupKwaNhlanhla.

Me:"Nhlanhlavulawe'redownstairs"thegate

openedandwedroveinandwewentuptohis

flat.Wefindthedooropenedsowejumpedin,I

couldn'tbelievemyeyes,whattheFuvkisshe

doinghere?

Nhlanhla:"Higuys,senifikile,meetmy

girlfriend..."Ijumpherbeforehecouldeven

finishandsherunstohidebehideNhlanhla.

"YomuziWTFmani"Ilookather,I'm pissed,I

can'tbelieveit'sbeenover7yearsnowbutI'm

stillmadather,IhatewhathedidtoNsika.He

wenttothatdarkplaceluckilydadwasstill

aroundbecausewewouldhavelosthim.



Me:"PhumladidInottellyoustayawayfrom

myfamily,didInottellyouthatIwillbeatyou

up?DoyouknowthatNsikaalmostkilled

himself,leavebeforeIdosomethingstupid"

LihleandNhlanhlaaresoconfusedrightnow,

that'sbecausetheywereinVarsityandwe

didn'ttellthem aboutmybrother'ssuicide

attempt,theywereabouttowriteexams.

Nhlanhla:"LeavePhumla,orshewillhurtyou"

hewasn'tevenlookingather,hewasconfused

andhurtandIcouldtellhelovedherbutIcould

neverallowherbackinourlives,wealmostlost

Nsika.

Phumla:"Nhlanhlapleaseallowtoexplain,I'm

sosorryIdidn'tknowthatyouguyswere

siblings"She'sfuvkinglying,youcouldnever

missourresemblance,welookalike,especially

mybrotherstheylookedlikeonepersonin

differentages,IjumpedoverNhlanhlaand

LuckilyHewasnotreadyformesoIgavehera



hotclap!

Nhlanhla:"Yomuziyouwillhurtherbese

uyaboshwa"helookedatherwithpleadingeyes

Me:"Idon'tunderstandwhyshehastolie,are

thepicturesonNhlanhlaswallsinvisible,

angikufunianywherenearmyfamilyngifunga

amantungwangizokulimaza"Shequickly

rushedtotakeherbagandleft.NowIwasleft

withanangryNhlanhlaandaconfusedLihle,I

wenttothefridgewhereIfoundabottleof

vodkwangathiStiff.NowIneedtotellthese

twowhathappened7yearsago

Insert4

IwalkbacktoLihleandNhlanhlawhilehaving

myvodka,theybothlookedatmewaitingfor

metoexplain.Iknowdadsaidthismuststay

betweenthethreeofusbuttodayIwillshare

thiswithmysiblings.



Nhlanhla:"whydidNsikaalmostkillhimself

andwhydidn'tyouguystellusthis"hisnot

lookingatmeIknowhispissedandhis

containinghisanger"anddoesthathavetodo

withPumla"

Me:"Promisenottotellmom orshewilldie"

Lihle:"Mom doesn'tknow?Kantwhatdidyou

doandhowdidyoumanagetohidefrom ma?"

Me:"NsikaandIkilledMthobisiNgcobo"I

drankmyvodkaagain,theybothlookedupat

mewithShockwrittenallovertheireyes."I

couldn'tletNsikaliveunderanotherman's

shadowandweneededtopassourmatricwith

flyingcolourstogetthatScholarship,soI

wasentgoingtoallMthototakethatawayfrom

us"NsikaandIdependedoneachother

emotionally,whentheotheronewasnotdoing

wellwebothcrashed.

Nhlanhla:"manjeuPhumlaungenaphilapho?"



Me:"thatlittleskinnywhorewasresponsible

forallthisdramanxaa"Igavehim anannoyed

look"NsikausetodatePumlasothat'sone

reasonwhyyoucan'tdateher"Nhlanhlalooks

atmeagainwithaconfusedlook.

Nhlanhla:"whencausePumlaisfrom New

Castle?"

Me:"Isthatwhatshetoldyou?Hehehehamba

Pumla,uPumlaisfrom ourhood,kwaDlamini

emabhasiniNhlanhla,yesyouwouldn'tknow

herbecauseveleshe'snotyourage,shewas

stillakidwhenyouandFikawenttoboarding

schoolitdidn'thelpthatwentontovarsity,nut

I'm suresheknewyouverywell,Slybitch"

Lihle:"NowIseeheryaz,sheisSthembiles

littlesister?NowIactuallyseeher"

Me:"AsIwassayingthiswitchusedtodate

Nsika,onedayNsikacamebackfrom school

beatenup,Ihadlefthim becausehedoes



sports,dadaskedhim whathappenedandhe

toldusthattheNgcobobrothershadgangedup

onhim andtheirbigbrothertoldhim toleave

Pumlaalone"

Nhlanhla:"whydidntdadtellusthis?"I

sshruggedmyshoulders

Me:"IwenttoconfrontPumlaatsschoolabout

thisandapologisedsayingthatNsikaandher

hadbrokenupbutNsikadidn'twanttoaccept

thatthat'swhytheBrothersbeathim up,Itold

hershitwithoutinvolvingNsika"

Lihle:"sothat'swhyyoukilledMtho?"Irolled

myeyesatLihleandtookanothersipfrom my

Vodka.

Me:"StopbeingextraLihle,soweekswentand

beforeweknewititsourMatricball,Nsika

showsupwithPumla,Irushedtohim and

askedhim what'shedoingwiththewitch,I

couldseeMthosbrotherandIknewhewould



tell,hetoldmetochillandthattheywerehere

asfriends,IletgoandwenttoSiphoumzala

whom Ihadinitiallycomewith,afterthatwe

wenttotheafterparty,NsikawasMIAandhis

phonewasjustringingandtakingmeto

voicemail,Ithoughthewasprobablyhewas

fuvkingthatwitch,ataround3Iwanttogo

homeandNsikaisStillMIAandwecan'tleave

withouthim,somethingwasjustnotfeeling

rightnow,incomesPumlaandthedevilMtho,I

rushtoherandaskwhereNsikaisandshe

saysshelastsawhim atschool,Iknowshe's

hidingsomethingbecausehereyesareallover

theplace"Nhlanhlahashiselbowsontopofhis

kneesandHandsonhischecksnotlookingat

meatall,allthemeninfamilydothiswhenshit

isnotpopping.

Me:"IcallSiphoandwegolookingforNsikaat

schoolbutNsikaisnowhere,Ilookeverywhere,

it'salmost5nowandIcan'tfindhim,Iwalk



towardstheSoccerfields,andIseehim laying

therehelpless,Iruntohim kuyabandahisnaked

Itakeoffmyjacketandcoverhim hisbeatenup

andbleedingatleasthewasbreathingbutasI

coverhim Inoticehisbleedingatarather

unusualplaceforaguy,IcallDadnowcrying

andtellhim whereweare.Icoverhim upand

callSiphotothefieldscausewehadsplit,he

comesandI'm hystericalandwewaitfordad.

Dadtakesustoentabenihospital,Icallthe

nurseasideandtellherthatIthinktheraped

him"NhlanhlalooksupwithShockstartscrying

andLihlewalksupyotjekitchenandcomes

backwithabottleofVodka"Sothat'show

Nsikaendedupinhospitalthefirsttime"

Lihle:"Nsikawaswenttohospitalmorethen

once?"

Me:"Thatbimborapedmybrother,andhe

thoughthecouldlivetotellthetale"Isaid

shoutingandcrying"ItolddadthatMthoraped



Nsikaandhejustbrokedown,Ihadneverseen

him llikethat,heaskedthatthisstayedbetween

uscauseyouguyswerewrithingexamsand

mom woulddie.Wewenthometoldmom that

Nsikahadbeenbeatenupbythievesafterthe

farewell,wewenttocheckonhim andthe

nursetoldusthathehadnotspokenandeaten

sincewelefthim buttheyhaddoneallthetest

andgavehim allthenecessarymedication,I

wenttohim andgotinbedwithhim andhejust

criedLihle"Iwipedmytearsandrefilledmy

drink.

Nhlanhla:"somom stilldoesn'tknow?"

Me:"yep,afterthatNsikawasnotfine,hedidn't

eveneatwithusanymore,hecouldn'tlookat

dadintheeye,onedayheleftschoolsayinghe

wassickIquicklyrushedhometocheckhim

outandIfoundhim layinginbedwithhiswrits

cut,Iwentcrazyandcalleddadwhottookusto

thehospitalagainandthenhewasputin



suicidewatch"mysiblingswerehearingthisfor

theveryfirsttimeandIthinkthealcoholwas

makingthem tooemotional

Lihle:"IwouldhavekilledthatboymyselfifI

werethere"webothturnedtolookatherand

shewasdeadserious

Me:"weneededtofocusandpassbutwith

NsikadepressedIcouldn'tfocus,sothatswhen

IsawitwasbestthatMthodies,Nsikacame

outaweekbeforeexamsanditwastimewe

killedMtho,IaskedPumlasffriendtogetme

MthosnumbersandshedidandIgaveher20

bucks,IsentMthoanSmstellinghim thatit's

Pumlaandheshouldwithherattheoldshop

andthatherphonewasdeadthatswhyshe

wasusinganotherphonenumber.""Iwaitedfor

Nsikaafterschoolandtoldhim thatweneeded

tosortsomethingoutbecauseIwantedmy

brotherback"

Lihle:"Mpandeyomuzithisistoomuchsomuch



thingsgoingonandyouweredealingwithit

wedwa,I'm sorryfornotpayingattention"she

letsoutasob,

Me:"WhenwegettotheoldShopMthois

alreadytherewaitingfor'Pumla'heseesusand

justlaughsandtellsustoleavebeforehe

rrepeatswhathedidtoNsikatothebothofus

andNsikatriestoleaveandItellhim moms

famouswords'NoMntungwabacksdownfrom

afight,kuboMbulazi'andhestays"Nhlanhla

chucklesbecauseheknowsthesewordsvery

well,Fikaandhim usetobeattheshitoutofat

theirschooldadusetobecalledeveryweek

emaceleni,untilhejuststoppedgoing.Itwas

thesamewithNsikaandI,it'sonlyLihleand

Thembathatwethebehavedkidstheladiesof

thehouse.

Me:"IthinkMthothoughtwewerejokingwhen

hesawputourbagsdownbutimmediately

whenhesawthedarknessinoureyeshe



startedbeingnervous,hisbrotherswerenot

therejusthim andus,wemadesurethatwe

beathim,Nsikawasontopofhim whenI

noticedhewasn'tbreathing"

Me:"Ithencalleddadandtoldustoleaveand

hewillsortitoutandthatitstaysbetweenthe3

ofthis"

Insert5

Nhlanhla:"let'sjustjustdrownourselvesinthis

vodkaandeatjunk,Idon'tfeellikegoingout

anymore,YomuziI'm reallysorryasdakwe

mntakama"wedrankourVodkaandjunk,we

hadtosleepoveratNhlanhlascausewewere

reallyoutandZimbaliwasactuallyfar.Iwas

wokenupbyNsikasphonecalltellingmethat

hisboardinghisflightandwhenIcheckedthe

timeitwas9am whichmeantat10:30am he

willbelanding.Iwokethesetwoupandwe



freshenedup,andwenttopickupNsikaatthe

airport.Hecameoutrunningtomeit'slikeIlast

sawhim lastmonthbutIhadrecentlyseenhim

onWednesday,ukphaphanje.

Nsika:"Heytwin,guyshowareyoudoing?I've

missedyouyaz."thesetwocouldn'tevenlook

Nsikaintheeyetheywerejustbeingawkward

mnxm idiots.

Nsika:"what'swiththeSilencehawu,is

everythingfine?Lihlearen'tyougoingtotease

meorsomething?"thesetwoidiotsarebeing

extrarightnow,theyaren'tevenhugginghim.

Me:"Bhabhalazbafo"

Nsika:"roughnighthuh?Wenayouareabusing

alcoholyoushouldstopnow"hegavemea

sternlook,lolthisonelikesthinkinghisolder

thenmelol.

Me:"awungyeke,letgohavebreakfastat

gatewayMatholeomntungwa"wealllaughed



andgottogatewayandheadedtoCircuscircus.

Nsika:"LihlehowisSihleandNdalo,can'twait

toseethem tomorrow,isAndiletreatingyou

well,youlostweightmaniareyouonadietor

something?"LihlestartstoSob,whatthe

freakinghell,ukhalelanimanjelo!WowyazIsee

whymydadmadeuspromisenottotell,hayi

man.

Nsika:"what'swrongLangelihle?IsAndile

mistreatingyou,Iwilldealwithhim nowlet's

go."Ishakemyheadindisbeliefandhold

Nsikasarm forhim tosit,Lihleisstillcrying.

Me:"ukhalelanimakaNdalo"Ilookather

annoyedasfuvk."NsikaItoldthem everything"

Nsika:"Ini?Whataretalkingabout?"

Me:"aboutMtho,everything..."hecutsmeoff

Nsika:"WhattheFMpandeyomuzi,wow...Why?

Nowlookatthem lookingatmewithpitynxa

maniYomuzihayimani."



Me:"IhadtoangithiNhlanhladecidedtodate

thatwitchPumla..."

Nhlanhla:"HeyYomuziit'snotlikeIknewhawu,

andwhydidyouhidethisfrom usNsika,we

couldhavedealtwithMthoyaz"

Nsika:"thisiswhywedidn'ttellyouallthese

years,becauseofthislookyou'regivingme

now,Lihlewouldyoustopcrying,wereyouthe

oneMthoraped?Youguystreatuslikekids

yesses"hewasreallyannoyed

Me:"MayIpleasehavethebill?"

Waiter:"Yourbillhasalreadybeensettledmam"

wealllookateachotherwithShockbutLihle

wantstoleavesoweleaveitatthat.

NhlanhlaandLihlehaveloosenedupnow,thank

Gooood,thepittypartytheywerethrowingwas

startingtoboreme.It'sjust7pm andNsika

suggestswecallThembatocomeandweall



shoutnobecauseThembaisabaddrunkshe

criesalot,shemissesdadandherex'sso

sirightngaye.

Lihle:"let'sgomates,wewillubercauseIaint

drivingtonight,Iwannagetsloshed"welaugh

Nhlanhla:"isthereadaywhereyoudon'tget

sloshedwhenwe'reoutLangelihle?"loltwo

baqalilelol

Wearriveatcubanaandthefunbegins,weget

ourdrinksandwestartournightwithshooters,

Ilovemyselfsomecocktailstonightnovodka

lol,wehitthedancefloorwithLihleaswe

danceIfeellikesomeoneiswatchingmesoI

stopandgositdownandcontinuetodrink.

AndilewalksinandLihlejumpstohim,these

twohavebeenmarried3year'snowbutthey

actliketheyjustgotmarriedlol.Nhlanhlaand

Nsikasaywemustgotosomehouseparty,



NsikaknowsIdon'tlikepeople'sspacessoo

knowhistryinghisluckandreallywanttogo,

wetellthem it'sfinewewillcatcharidewith

Andile.IhitthedanceflooragainandthistimeI

knowsomeoneiswatchingmebutthealcohol

isincontrolnowsoIdon'tcare.Thesong

changessoIgobacktoouttableandfind

AndileandLihlewithsomeguy,Isitnexttohim,

thesetwoarebusybeingloveydoveyhereThat

theydon'tevenintroducemetothisguy.

Guy:"HimynameisNqobizizweZungubutmy

friendscallmeZwe"hetakeshishadforahand

shakeandItakeit

Me:"MpandeyomuziKhumalo,butmyfriends

callmeYomuzi"hegivesmeawidesmile.

Zwe:"Wowniceanddifferentname,wow"Ijust

laugh"Sowhatareyoudrinking,Mpande?"I

smile

Me:"Vodkawithdrylemonplease"hecallsthe



waiterandasksforabottleofAbsolutewith

cranberryjuiceanddrylemon

Zwe:"Andilehereismyoldgoodfriendand

businesspartner,him andwifearealwayslike

thisngibambaikhandlelanjalo"Ilaughhard

causeitstruethesetwoarealwaysonakissing

tip

Me:"Lihlehereismysister,andItotallyfeel

youwhenitcomestotheirpda,ungsizile

wafika"webothlaughbuthestaresatmeabit

longerthatIbecomeuncomfortable

Zwe:"umuhleyaz,Iloveyourhair"hesays

touchingmydreads"Youreyesarebeautiful

yesses"

Me:"don'tbeweirddude"helaughsmnxm

thereIwasthinkingIwasgoingtohaveafun

peacefulnightnowthisguyistryinghisluck.I

excusemyselfcauseI'm goingtotheloo,Itell

drunkLihleandmakemywaytotheloo.When



Icomethere'snoLihleorAndile,Icallthem but

dololo.WTF

Insert6

TheonlypersonIknowinthisclubnowisZwe,I

can'tbelieveLihleandAndileleftmejustlike

thatshame.Itrytocallmybrotherbutmy

batterydies,howconvenientmnxm.I'm wayto

drunk,Idon'tknowhowI'llgetitNhlanhlasflat

ifIgetacabandsoIneedtoasklomlisato

takemetoLihleshouse.Thislasthappened

whenIwasdoingmysecondyearwhenmy

friendsleftmeataclubatlongstreetandlater

claimedthatIhadleftmnxm fuckinglosers.I

walkbacktoourtableandZwewasjustsmiling

lookingatme.

Zwe:"wannagrabonemoreroundofdrinks

thenItakeyouhomeneh,howaboutthathuh?"

Me:"okaythatsoundsgood,let'shaveJager"



heChuckles

Zwe:"Iseeyouwanttogetsloshed"hewentto

thebarandcamebackwith6Jaegermeister

shots,Ilaughedcauseitwasabouttogodown.

WedownedtheshotsandwenttohiscarallI

rememberisgettinginhiscar,nicebigcarI

can'tevenseewhatitwas.Lightsout!

*Nqobizizwe*

IfirstsawheratTashashewasaladywho

looksjustlikeherbutshe'slighterandolder,

actuallyIknowthatladyit'sLihle,Andileswife,

Andileisanoldfriendandabusinesspartner.I

atabusinesslunchsoIhavetoprofessional,so

ItellthewaiterthatIwillpaytheirbillandhe

mustopenatabforthem I'llpayandthenwent

backtomybusinesslunch.Shehasnicedreads,

likereallyniceones.Hersmileisamazingand

she'ssoloudlol,typicalblackgirl.Shelooks



likeshelostweightthoughbutIdon'tmindthat

atall.AssoonastheycallthewaiterIseeher

turnandIcan'tbelievethis,hereyesare

beautifultoo.I'm inlove,ngadlaminakababa.

Kuthiangigiye.

ItakeoutmyphonetocallAndilesohecan

helpmethisgirl.

Me:"Msindazwehowareyou?"heChucklesI

guessheknowsIwantsomething

Andile:"Manziniunjanmnganwam"

Zwe:"I'm inloveAndile,Iloveher,hersmileis

thebomb,she'sallnatural"myeyesareclosed

asIsaythislol,helaughsoutloud

Andile:"WhatthefuvkZwe,whoareyouinlove

with?Yousoundstupidfuthi,stopit"

Zwe:"it'syoursisterinlawuyangichazayeses"

I'm smilinghere

Andile:"whoThemba?Howdoyouknow



Themba?Whereareyou?"IsighthankGodnow

Iknowhername."waithowdoyouknowshe's

mysisterin-law"heinterrupts

Me:"causeIseeherwithyourwifehereat

tashas,Ilovesherdreadsman"helaughs

Andile:"oooohthatsYomuzi,dudethat'sthe

littleonestayawayfrom her,she'sjusthadhwe

heartbrokenbysomeassholeandshealmost

lostit,stayawayZwe.Shejuststartedspeaking

toherfamilysinceherhorriblebreakup,you'rea

fuckboy,stayaway"hewarnsMe:"What?

ComeonnnnMdletshe,Ihonestlyloveherman,

I'm inlove"helaughs

Andile:"Youdon'tevenknowherlikethatZwe,

plusshe'srudeasFuck,doesn'tlistento

aanyoneandisapitbull,youwon'tbehandle

herwiththattemperofyours"Illaughthistime

Me:"AndileIthinkI'vefoundtheone"wetalk

aboutotherthingsthenIhangup.Loveatfirst



sight.Listenthisgirlisnotbeautifulshe'sjust

youraveragegirlwithabangingbody,beautiful

eyesandanamazingsmile.

*Yomuzi*

Iwakeupwithabangingheadache,wherethe

fuckam Iandwhere'smyphone,thelastthingI

rememberisdrinkingthoseshot.Ohshityshit

theppicnicwiththesiblingsandthemother,

wheream I?Igetupfrom thebed,thisroom is

manlyanddark,Irushtothemirrow.I'm

wearingjustmyunderwearandaguy'st-shirt,

hawemaIjusthopeangilahlanga.Theguyfrom

lastnightwalksinshirtless,mnxm angimazi

akagqokilengan,hestandsnythedoorframe

Zwe:"nothinghappened,Isleptonthecouch

even"Ilookathim andnod

Me:"Ididn'tsayanythinghappened,where'smy

phone?Whattimeisit"heChucklesandpoints



atmyphonewhichischargingbythebedside.I

pickitupandopenit,anditstartsvibratingnon

stop,Iwaitforitandcheckthetimethem my

messages.It'sjustafter8am,Zweisstill

standingbythedoorangmazungibukani,Icall

Lihlefirstitringsonceandsheanswers

Lihle:"whereareMpandeyomuzikaMntungwa"

she'ssoundsworriedsoIkeepquietatjustto

scareherlol"YomuzispeakNsikawilldie

withoutyou"Ilaugh

Me:"Nsikawillsurvive,ungsusaegoli

uzongidayisalaeThekwiniLangelihleheh?"

Lihle:"it'snotlikethatYomuziit'sAndilesfault

hesaidyouwillbesafewithZwe""haababy"I

hearAndileshoutfrom thebackgroundlol

thesetwothough,wetalkandshesaysZwewill

dropmeoffandIhangup,Zweisstillbythe

door,uthandaiyndaba

Zwe:"WhoseNsikaandwhycan'thelive



withoutyou"haaiboTF

Me:"what'sittoyou,uzokwnzani?"

Hewalkscloserandnarrowshiseyebrows

hahhahhadidn'ttheytellthisniggathatIain't

scaredofshit

Me:"Stopdoingthatwithyoureyebrowsit

doesn'tsuityou,ifwanttoknowtoknow

somethingaskpolitelydon'tberude,nowask

again"hestopandlaughsabit

Zwe:"WhoseNsika,Mpande?"hesaysmore

calm nowlolangmazubezamani

Me:"Nsikayomuziismytwinbrother,please

takemetomysistershouse"Ifacelooks

relievedbuthefrowns

Zwe:"Pleasestayforbreakfast,I'vealready

madeit"hescratcheshishead

Me:"Nxesemaybenexttime,I'm rushingtoour

familyspicnicandIstillwanttogotothebeach



later"hesighsandgoestoputonsomeclothes

whileIdressuptooandweleave.

Justaswedriveoutofhisapartment,whichis

beautifulbythewayforaguyNsikacalls

Me:"NsikayomuzikaMntungwasup?"thisidiot

smiles,angmazukuthusinekani

Nsika:"Whereareyouhalf?I'm atZimbaliand

AndilesaysuleleiOut?"TF

Me:"Zwewherearewe?"hesaysmorningside

"Morningsideboo,pleaseputLihleonthe

phone"IknewNsikawasgoingtothrowa

tantrum butain'tnobodygottimeforthat

Lihle:"Supboo?"

Me:"pleasetakeoutmyyellowdress,itshot

hereandfixitforme"

Insert7



*Zwe*

Thisgirlissorudeyaz,Itriedintimidatingher

andshethrewitinmyfaceandtoldmetolearn

somemanners,likeWTF.Igottolookather

welltodaymorning,Iwassupposedtodriveto

ZimbalitodaybutwewerebothtoojunksoI

didn'twanttotakechancesngempiloyengane

yabantusoIheadedtomyplacewhichwas

closebyvele.Wegothomeandshewasfast

asleep,soIpickedherupanputherinbed,

changedherdressandputmypjtoponherand

sleptonthecouch,Ididntwantanydramain

themorning.Iwokeupearlierthenherand

wenttomakebreakfastIdidn'twanttowake

her.Iheardthatshewasup,she'swasfidgeting

soIwenttolookbecauseIknewshewas

lookingforherphone,soIstoodbythedoor

frameandwatchedherabituntilshesawthatI

wastherewhichiswhenIshowedherphone

whichIhadputonacharger.WhuuuuIsawher



bodycauseshewasjustwearingmypjtop,

thoseZebralinesonherbuttlookedsosexy!

Thisgirlisnotyou'remagazineperfectgirl

She'sjustnormalkodwauyangihlanyisa.She

hashipsfordaysandanicebum,herbreasts

lookamazingunderthattop,wadlaGwabini.

Herattitudemakesmelaughbecauseshe

doesn'tforceititsjustnaturalnje,uyeyisa.Ishe

asksmetodrivehertohersisterplacebecause

theyarerunninglateforafamilypicnic,Iwould

havelikedtohavebreakfastwithherthoughbut

shesaidnexttime.SoIdriveherhomeand

watchheronthephonewithhersiblings,she

makesmewishmysiblingsandIgotalonglike

this.It'sbeen3YearsnowandIhavenotset

footathome,Icallmom andshebegsmeto

comeandItellherI'm busy,truthisIcan't

standthefightswehaveathomewithregards

thebusinessesandtakingcareofmom,soI

jjustdomyownthingnje.



Me:"SoMpandeyomuzitellmeaboutyourself"

Isayaftershedropsherphone,Ilovehername

too

Yomuzi:"PleasecallmeYomuzi,onlydaduse

tocallmeMpandeyomuziandI'dliketokeepit

thatway,andmysiblingstoowhentheyare

panicking,whatwouldyouliketoknow"she

looksupatmewithafrown

Me:"CanIcallyouMpandeke?Yourage,where

doyohstayandwork,maritalstatus,kidsetc"

shefrownedwhenwhenISaidmaritalstatusI

knowIshouldn'thavedonethatbutI'm trying

her

Yomuzi:"Yomuziisfinethanks,awomannever

revealsherage,IstayinJobergandworkfor

Markingcompany,I'm singleandnotlooking,

I'vegotnokidsyetmyniecesandnephewsare

mykidsandyou?"shejustgavemehugesigh

likeshewasholdingherbreath.



Me:"ButIlovecallingyouMpandeMakhumalo"

sherollshereyeslol"wellI'm wellI'm 31,IsTay

hereinDurban,Ilovethisplace,I'm singletoo

butI'm looking,IwantkidsIdon'thaveanyyet"

I'm lyingI'm notsinglebutwewi'llcrossthat

bridgewhenIgetthere.IthoughtIlovedherbut

nowI'm justnotsure,we'vebeentogetherfora

whilenow.ButnowmyeyesareonMpandeeee

<3.BeforeIknowitweareatZimbaliandIdrive

inandshegetsoffsaysThankyouandjumps

offleavingmekanjalonjesoIfollowherinside

lolthisgirl.

*Yomuzi*

IjumpoffZwescarandheadinsideandthere's

chaos,everyoneishereevenFikawithhiswife

LindiandtheirkidsStheloandUnazoi,theyrun

tomeandIgivethem hugs,I'vebeenthese



people.Iputthem downandjumponFika,I've

missedmybigbrotherandhelookslikemydad

andIletoutaSob.

Fika:"ManjeukhalelaniYomuzi?"helooksat

me"Isawyoumelastmonth"

Me:"Youjustlooklikedadnamuhla"hi

tightenedhishug,ZwewalksinandSihleand

Ndalorantohim andjumpedonhim,Iseehe

loveskidstoo

Fika:"Whosethis?"hesayspointingatZwe

withhiseyesandNsikawalksinwithNhlanhlaI

laughcausemybrotherslookalikeandIcan

seethatZweisshockedlol

Me:"Andilesfriend,andtheresnothingtoitso

relax"andtheyallbackoff,IseeAndileandLihle

walkdownandAndileisnotlookingatmeand

mnxm Iseenowthathedidwhathedidlast

nightonpurpose.

Lihle:"Usufikilentombi"shesaysnotlookingat



meeither"goshoweryourclothsareonthe

bed,HiNqobizizwe"theseidiots,Im notlooking

forarelationshipThatokilledmyloveand

sexualdesiresforotherhumanbeings.

Weallleavetomeetupwithmymom and

ThembaatBotenicgardensandAndileinvites

Zwetojoinus,Idon'tknowwhycausethisisa

familythingandhisnotfamily.Zwesayshewill

joinuslaterhestillneedstosortout

somethings.AssoonaswegettoBotenic

gardensIseemom andThembaalreadysitting

andhavingwine,tshisaMazulu.Wegettothem

andgivethem hugsandwesitandmynieces

andnephewsstartplaying.

Mom:"pleasegaintheweightbackboo,you

lookhorrible"talkaboutsomeonewhohasno

filteratall

Siblings:"Hawumoooom"andsheignores



them

Me:"Iagreewithyoumom,Imissmyhipsand

bum"theyalllaugh.Weallenjoyourday

togetherNsikaandIgotothebeachbeforewe

gobacktothecityofGold.NowIreallywantto

comebacktoDurban,I'lltalktoNsikaabout

this.

Jozimaboneng,wejustlandedandIguess

KhosihadforgottenaboutsoNsikaandhis

girlfriendofferedmealiftandifImightaddshe

doesn'tlike,andidon'tcare.Igethomeand

thinkaboutthisweekend,ngazengadakwa,

maybeit'struewhatNsikasaysthatIuse

alcoholasawayofdealingwithmyproblems,

ohwell!

It'sthelastweekofOctoberandourbirthday

monthisabouttostart,thefirsttwoweeks



NsikaandIshutthewholeworldout,it'sthat

timewhereMthohappened.Fortwoweekswe

taketimeoffandhisdriftsofftoadarkplace

wherehedoesn'ttalkhejustcriesandeats,

wellIforcehim,Icuddlehim fortwoweeksand

afterthatwegobacktoworkandlifegoesback

toNormal,thefamilyhasacceptedthisandwe

moveontoourbirthdaywhichisonthe26th.

NsikawalksincarryinglunchatmyofficeMe:"

Mntungwawhatapleasantsurprise,towhatdo

Iawethisvisit?"

Nsika:"hawuIdon'tneedareasontobeingmy

sister"welaugh"weneedtotalkYomuzi"Ilook

athim andIknowhisserious"Idon'twantto

gotothatdarkplaceanymorehalf,I'm thinking

ofspeakingtosomeone,aprofessional"

Me:"anythingyouwanthalf,I'llsupportyou,at

leastIwon'tbedealingwithyourbadbody

odourthisyear"welaugh"onaseriousnote

though,I'm proudofyouNsikaandIwillbewith



youthroughitall"wehugandheleavesnow

let'sstartplanningour25thbirthdayparty:-D.

It'sthesecondweekofNovemberandIam

sleepingpeacefulwhenI'm wokenupbya

phonecallfrom Nsika,it's2am,bloodyhell!

Me:"yinikodwaNsika"

Nsika:"ItsBayanda"oh!Andshe'scrying

Me:"where'sNsika,whyareyoucrying,I'm

coming"IquicklywakeupanddrivetoNsikas

flatandquicklyruntohisroom andIfindhim

justlyingthereandBayacrying.

Insert8

Me:"Bayandaforhowlonghasmybrotherbeen

likethis?"hislayinglikehislifelessonhisdead,

hisbreathingatleast

Baya:"Hebackreallyfrom work,Idon'teven



thinkhestayedevenanhourthere,hecamein

likehesawaghost,andhehasn'tsaidaword

Yomuzi"nowshe'scrying

Me:"why,didn'tyoucallme?Mybrotherhas

beenlikethisfrom yesterdayandonlycallme

knowcausehisnotmoving"nohisnotdead,he

justwenttothatDarkplace,Idon'tknowwhyor

whathappenedhewasdoingfinewhenwe

spokeinthemorning,hewasspeakingto

someone,Itrulydon'tknowwhattriggeredthis.

Icrawlintobedwithhim andIcuddlehim.And

thenhecries,heletsitallout.

Me:"WhathappenedNsika?Talktome

Mashobane."

Nsika:"IthoughtIwasfineYomuzi,buttodayI

whenIwenttowork,mybosscalledmeupand

whenIwalkedin,Isawhim.Helooksjustlike

him,it'slikeIjustsawaghosthalf"whoishe

talkingabout?



Me:"Whodidyouseemanje?Andwhydidthey

looklikeaghost?"heturnstolookatme,his

eyesareredandswallon,hewantstocryagain

Nsika:"Sandile"Igivehim aquestioninglook

withmylefteyebrowup"SandileNgcobohalf,

hewasdoinggrade10whenwewereinmatric"

Me:"Ohshitsoyouthinkheknows"ohmyfuvk,

weareinshit."wewilldealwithit,wewillsortit

out,don'tallowhim totakeyoubacktothis

darkplaceNsika,youweredoingsowell,let's

getoutofbed"webothhetoutofbedandhead

totheloungeandBayandawassittingthere

drinkingcoffeeandshelookedpissed,what's

herproblem

Bayanda:"Ibeggedyouforhourstotellme

what'sgoingonNsikaandyoujustshutmeout

andyoursistercomeshereforanhourand

you'reupandlookinggood!WhattheFuvk?"

Iwon'tsayanythingcausewhat'shappening

hereisnoneofmybusiness,letmegomake



coffee,Iwalkawayheadingtothekitchenand

Nsikasighs

Nsika:"Ican'tstressenoughtheimportanceof

youstoppingtocomparingyourselftoYomuzi"

shestandsupandlooksathim

Bayanda:"isthatallyou'regoingtosay,it's

alwaysYomuzithisandYomuzithat,youdon't

tellmeanything,howam IsupposedtostayI'm

arrelationshipwhereIknownothing,you

consultyoursisterabouteverything,I'm sure

sheevenknowsaboutoursexlife"heChuckles

causeitstruewespeakabouttheirsexlifetoo

hahahalolokayIshouldn'tbelaughing.

Nsika:"Babyyou'reoverreacting,YomuziandI

aretwinsandunfortunatelytherearethings

thatwesharethatwecan'tsharewithanyone

elsechillokay"shestormsofftotheirbedroom

Me:"Inedramaintombyakho,letmegosomeof

ushavetogotowork,wewillsortoutthe



Sandileissueyezwa!"Igivehim anassuring

look,IneedtocallNhlanhlaaboutthisIknow

hewilltelluswhattodoandIknowhetoldFika

becauseIsawtheweirdpitylookhewasgiving

usthatday.Iheadhometakeashower,I'm so

tiredyesses.IheadtoworkandbeforeIknowit

itstimetogotohome.TheweekfliesandI

speaktoNsikaatleast4TimesadayI'm sure

Bayahatesmeforrealnow,angnandabasuka.

Itstheweekendofourbirthdayandofcause

mysiblingsarecominguptheygettinghereon

Saturdaythoughwhichisthedateourbirthday,

apparentlyThembawasresponsibleforthe

bookingsandshebookedSaturdayandthey

onlyfoundoutonThursdaysoitwastoolateto

bookcauseitsallflightswerefullybooked.

Soit'sFridayandNsikaandIareheadingto

Tabooforourpreparty,Idressupandputon

mymakeup.I'm wearingShortsandaGoldtop



anddanglingearrings.Vixenlipstick,I'm fire

rightnowlol.

Nsika:"Letsgoplaywithotherkidssis"Icallan

ubercauseI'm definitelynotdrivingtonight.

Me:"WewillmeetKhosiattheclub,isBaya

coming?"

Nsika:"Idon'tknowshehasn'tspokentome

sincethatday,shedoesn'tevencometomy

placeanymore"ohIdidn'tknowthis,Iknowmy

brotherisoveryouwhenhedoesn'tevenbeg,in

afewdayshewilldropthebombandBayawill

regretactinglikethis.WegettoTabooand

Khosiisalreadysettledatourtablewithbottles

ofChampaignandVodkalolsheknowsusyaz,

Iwalkovertoherandgiveherahug,shelooks

hot.Thedrinkinggamesbegin.KhosiandIhit

thedancefloorziyabuyala.afteralotof

drinkinganddancingIfindNsikawwithsome

girlwithhistonguedownherthroughtsiesman.



"Mpandehello"thatvoicessoundsfamiliar,I

turnandIZwe,hiswithagirlandhequicklylets

goofherhandaswehug.

Me:"Heyyou,whatareyoudoinghere?"

Zwe:"I'm hereforsomebusiness,soIthought

I'dhittheclub,whatareguyscelebrating?"he

pointsatNsikawithhiseyes

Me:"it'sourbirthdayweekend,wellourbirthday

istomorrow"Icheckmywatchonmywristand

it'salreadySaturday"wellnowit'sourbirthday"

IturnandlookatNsikawhojustsawthetime

tooandisapproachingme.

Nsika:"happybirthdaytwin"hesaysgivingme

ahug

Me:"Happybirthdaytwin"Isaylookingupat

him

Zwe:"Awhappybirthdaytwins,drinksonme

letthepartybegin"lolthegirlhiswithisso

annoyedorratherpissed



Girl:"HawuZwe"

Zwe:"youcanleaveifyoudon'twanttojoinus"

shestormsoffandZwelaughedandthe

drinkingcontinued,wedranklikefishataround

4wedecidedtocallitaNightorday.We

walkedoutthedoorleavingZweandKhosistill

havingfun.Wewereapproachingouruber

whenfourguyscameoutofnowhereand

surroundedus

Insert9

Ohshit,we'reinshit,thinkYomuzithink,Itryto

lookformybagbutit'snotwithme,IhopeZwe

orKhosiseesitandbringsittous,wecould

useahandher.IlookupandNsikaispanicking

buthehasmanagedtohideit.It'stheNgcobo

brothers,shitNsikawasn'tlyingthisonereally

lookslikethethedeadone.Nsikaisstill

panicking,lookslikeI'llbetakingthefirstround



here,Igodownononekneeandundomyheals

andgouptakingoffmyshoesandIputupmy

fists,IgiveNsikaareassuringlookandstep

foward,Iremembermymom'swords'No

Mntungwawalksawayfrom afight',Imeanmy

fatheristheLegendaryMtholephiKhumalo.

Me:"Whosefirstazishe"theyalllaughandpush

Sandileforwardandheholdsuphisfists.I

closemyeyesforasecondandBaaam,Ifeel

hisrightfistonmyface,IstumbleabitandI

seehim smilenxalenjale...Ithrowminetoo

andthefightofficiallystarts,hisreallythrowing

inthesepunchesnamiangizibekilephansi,we

goonforlike20minutesandI'm gettingtired

worseIwasdrunksoI'm dehydrated.Thisguy

isnotabouttoletmewin,Inneedtofindaspot

whereI'vehithim themostsoIcanblowhim up

there,ohhislefteyeseemstobemyspotand

justwhenhisabouttohitmeIduckandthrow

inmyrightfistonthelefteyeandhestumbles



backandIthrowinanotherpunchbeforehe

recoversandhefalls'ngiyabongabomntungwa'.

Iseehisbrothersareshockedandhisnot

gettingup,myfistsareupIdidn'tputthem

down,Ineedwater...Nsikacomestostandnext

tome,IthinkhisreadynowIcanrelax,justasI

thinkofsittingdowntheremainingcowards

movetowardsus,lookslikethiswon'tbeafair

fightyesesizinja.There'sthreeofthem and2

ofus,wearegoingtoloosebutwe'renot

backingdown,it'snotI'm ourblood.IseeZwe

walkingtowardshiscarandheseesus,his

holdingmybag,Iwonderwhathappenedto

Khosi.Zwedoesn'taskanyquestionshejust

putsuphisfistsandthefightbegins,yeeeerhe

throwsmeanpunches,innotimehisfinished

withhisguyandcomestodealwiththeguys

whosekillingme,theminuteZwepullshim off

meIthrowinafewpunchesandinsteadon

sittingdownandcatchingmybreatheIjumpto

theGuywhosefightingwithNsika,I'm tiredand



nowthere'sacrowdarounduswatchingand

cheering.NsikasGuyfinallyfallsandlookslike

Zwesguyhasbeendownforawhile.Ipickup

myshoesandtakemybagnexttothisidioton

thefloorandZweofferstotakeushome,when

wegettohiscar,Iputthedestinationonhis

GPSandhedrivesoffnooneissayinganything

wearejustquiet.Ican'tbelievethathowmy

birthdaystarted.

WegettomyflatandNsikawalksstraightto

mybed,andIwalktothebathroom Ihaveto

seemyface.Ohbloodyhell,whyme?It'smy

birthdayandIhaveablueeye,mylipsare

swallonandthebottom oneisburst.Isliddown

tothefloorandstartcrying,itwassoftsobs

firstandthenIgotlouderandlouder.Can'tagirl

catchabreak,IlookuglyandI'm inpainall

becauseofssomethingthathappenedover7

yearsago.Ikeepcrying,untilIhearsomeone



walkinandIdon'tlookup,Iknowit'snotNsika

causeIwouldhavesmelthim,itsZwe.He

comesdowntomeandholdsmeandIcryeven

louderandhekeepsrockingmebackandforth.

Zwe:"HushMakhumalo,it'sgoingtobealright"

IstopcryingcauseI'vegotabangingheadache

andIwipemytearsandstandup

Me:"ThankyouZwe,yousavedourlivestoday

thosedogsweregoingtokillus"helooksupat

meandshakeshishead

Zwe:"doesn'tlooklikeIdidmuch,youguyscan

reallyputupafight,I'veneverseenagirlthrow

puncheslikeyouYomuzi,haaiboumbulele

loyamuntu"helooksandsoundsfascinated

Me:"ifyouhadn'tcomeweweregoingto

gethicalourasseswhooped"

Zwe:"Whatwasthatallaboutanddon'teven

thinkaboutaboutlyingtomecausethatfight

wassopersonalanswhytheFuckwereyouthe



onefightinginsteadofNsika"Ipullhim up

causeI'm alreadystandingandItellhim to

followme,wegototheloungeandIgotothe

kitchentogetsomewaterandpainkillersandI

walkbacktohim givinghim abottleofwater.

Me:"thoseguysareourpastanstheirareour

childhoodenemiesfrom backathome,yousee

backathomewhomeverputsuptheirfistsfirst

getstothefirstround,Icouldn'tallowNsikato

takethefirstroundhewasstillpanickingsoI

hadtorisetothechallenge"helooksatmeand

standsuptogotothekitchenandcomesback

withsteakandheputsputsitonmyblueeye

Zwe:"Whotaughthowtofightlikethat?Hayi

Sisiuyawfakauright,wastheguylyingonthe

floorwhenIcametheoneyoutookout?"I

noddedandhelaughed,weendedupsleeping

andIwaswokenupbymyringingphone,Iwent

toansweritatthekitchenitwasmymom,she

sangformeandwehadachat.Thesiblings



shouldbeontheirwaynow.AsIwasaboutto

gotomybedroom thedoorbellrangIwentto

openanditwasthesiblingsallfourofthem

Lihle:"Happybirthdayyyyy,woawwhattheFuck?

WhathappenedtoyouYomuzi?"Isighedand

movedasideforthem togeton"andwhatis

Zwedoingonyourcouch?"

Nhlanhla:"Yomuziwereyoufighting?Arentyou

abittoooldforthatshit"Nsikawalkedinand

Zwewokeup.

Zwe:"HiguysandbyeguysIhaveaflightto

catch,Yomuziwalkmeout"Iwalkhim tothelift

"givemeyoudigitssoicangiveyouacallwhen

Im aroundagain"weexchangednumbersand

heleftIwalkedbacktomyflatonlytofindmy

siblingssittinglikeSomeoneisdead

Fika:"WeneedtodealwiththeNgcobosonce

andforall,lookatyouguys"hesoundsangry

anddevastatedIguessNsikatoldthem



everything,sawrageinThembaseyesandpity

from Lihles

Me:"Youshouldseetheotherguys"

Nsika:"yeahYomuzididanumberonthelittle

one,umlimazilenjayami"Nhlanhlacameto

givemeahighfive

Themba:"areguysfinethough?"welookedat

herandnodded.Itwasclearthatwewerenot

goingoutanymorebecauseIwasnotleaving

thehousewithablueeye.Sowecancelledour

rreservationsfordinnerandorderedtakeaways

andboughtalcoholsabuhlaba.

JustasIwasrestinginbed,myphonerang,I

guessit'sthellastonetonightIcheckedthe

screenanditwasZwe

Zwe:"Ijustwantedtobethellastonetowish

youhappybirthday,Iknowit'sbeenaroughday

butyou'restillalivesothat'senough"Igiggled



"goodnightMakhumalo"Idroppedanddrifted

tosleep

*Zwe*

Shegiggledonmyhearanddroppedmycall,

thisgirlwilldrivemecrazy.WhatIsawtoday

wasunbelievable,shethrowsameanpunch,

truthisIsawthatfightwhenitstarted,whenI

sawherputtingupherfistsIthoughshewas

justplayingkantshemeantbusiness.Yomuzi

leftherBaginsideandquicklyrushedtoher

whenIsawthatshewasbeingattacked

benoNsika,IheardAndilesaytheyneverback

downfrom afightbutIwantedtowitnessthis

andit'strueYomuzithrowsameanpunch,her

twincanfighttoobutYomuziislikeapitbull

shesticksitouttilltheendshefightslikeaguy.

ShedealtwiththatguyfasterthenIthoughtbut

Icouldn'twatchanymorewhenthosefools

wereganginguponthem.Ihelpedthem fight



offthoseguysandtookthem toherflat.Iwas

sohurttohearhercry,atfirstIignoredherbut

shejustcriedlouderandIcouldn'tstanditsoI

wenttoherandcomfortedher.Lolthisgirlis

onlyworriedandsaidbecauseit'sherbirthday

weirdo.IaskedwhyshefoughtonlywhileNsika

wasthereandshetoldsometale.Thisgirllivs

inaworldofherownnje,I'm reallyinlove.We

fellasleeponhercouchandIwokeuptoa

room filledwithhersiblings,thiswassoweirdit

waslikeI'm seeingonepersonI'm different

agesyesses.ButIliketheirbond,Fikagaveme

thelooksoIhadtoliesoIcouldleave,Icalled

herasideandforherdigits,funnyenoughshe

didn'tprotest.SinceIhadspokentoYomuziI

couldsleepnowandjustasIthoseoffmy

girlfriendcalls

Bongeka:"Youdidn'tcallmetoday"shesounds

angry,Icompletelyforgottocallher

Me:"uzeungfonelenawe,sawubona"I'm trying



tomakeherfeelguiltyIhopeitworkscauseI

wanttosleep

Bongeka:"Don'tactsmartZwe,areyou

cheatingonmeagain?Zwedon'tdothat"hawu

loMfazthefuck

Me:"goodnightBongeka,ngobayoudon'tknow

whatyouwanttosaytome"Iwon'tallowto

spoilmymom,'phumasathana'

Bongeka:"I'm sorrybabyit'sthatthesedays

you'vebeenactingfunnyanddistant"mnxm

uyangijwayelaloyazi,ngizomuphoxaaaa!

Me:"listenIhavetogobeforeIsayanythingI'll

regretinthemorning"Idroppedthecallbefore

shecouldsayanyfutherandspoilmymood.I

dosedoff.

Ineedtomakeaplan,IneedYomuziIhaven't

stoppedthinkingabouther,eversinceIsawher

atTashas,she'sdowntoearthandwarm.Iwas



thinkingthatmaybeafterawhilethisfeeling

willgoawaybecauseIhavewhattheycalla

seriousgirlfriendkodwatilltodayIm still

thinkingabouther.I'm onmywaytotheoffice

andIneedtogotothehabourandseewhat's

holdingthoseships,I'm inthetransport

businessjusttrucksandshipsonly,thetaxi

industryistoodirtyandneedsalotofattention.

JustasIgettotheofficeIreceiveacallfrom

Andile

Me:"Msindazwemfwethu"helaughs

Andile:"hehhehIwonderwhatyou'reupto,

LihlesaidI'm callandthankyouforhelpingout

thetwinsonSaturday,Iwonderwhatyouwere

doingthereinthefirstnje"

Me:"Ihonestlybumpedintothem,istru!And

whatyousaidthatgirlfightslikeapitbullbafo,I

sawhersexier"helaughsoutloud

Andile:"hayiwenauyasangana,weshouldmeet



upfordrinkssotellmewhatactuallywent

downandwenaleavemysisterin-lawalone

withyourfuckboytendencies"webothlaugh

Me:"Iloveherbafo,she'ssosexyandher

smileaybafongiyamshadaloya"

"aaaaaahbabyreally"that'smyBongeka

walkinginagainwithoutknocking

Me:"ohshitAndileI'vegottogoBongekais

here"thisidiotlaughs,whatam Igoingtosay

nowcauseIain'tmarryingherforshit.

Insert10

KeDezembaboss!AndI'm gainingtheweight

backyey.ListenI'm happyandbeyondIeven

forgotthatIjusthadtheemosthorrible5

months,thebreakupandthefightthatleftmy

facelookinglikeShrekarg!Zwecallsme

everydayIdon'tknowwhy,I'm startingtoenjoy

itnow,weevenhavearoutinenow,whenI

wakeup,lunchtimeandjustbeforeIgotto



sleep.Wechattoolikealotinbetweenthe

Timeshisnotcalling,hissuchacoolguy.It's

the15thtodayandit'sthelastdayatworkyippy,

mybrotherandIdrivingdowntonatalonthe21

orsomethingI'm notreadytogositathome

andwatchmom teachmehowtobecausea

wife.NsikabrokeupwithBayanda,nganitshela.

Khosihasbeenawfullydistantlatelyinfact

from thetimeshetoldmeaboutThatoshe's

justbeendistantandI'vebeentocaughtupin

myshittoevenseethatwedon'tchatthat

muchanymore.Ineedtocallhersowecan

catchup.

IcallKhosiandsheagreestohavedinnerwith

mebutshestaysinMidrandsoIhavetodrive

allthewaybutIthinkweshouldgotomallof

Africa,shewillmeetmethereveleIneedtoget

afewthings.Idriveuptothemallandcallher

andsheasksmetogiveheranhourcauseshe

caughtupwithsomethingandIactuallydon't



mindcausethatwillgivemetimetobuyafew

thingsandthoseshoesuwantedtogetfor

mom.AsIwalkintoWoolworthsThatobumps

intomeandhisholdinghandswithBayanda,

whattheFuck:-o

Thato:"it'snotwhatyouthink?"Ijustlookat

him,whosaidIcaredmnxm Ialwaysknewthat

thisgirlwasshady

Me:"YaBayanda"Isweariftherewasawayshe

wouldhaveranbutitwastoolate,butIalso

noticesomething,thisbitchispregnant

Me:"Areyoupregnant?DoesNsikaknow?"I'm

actuallypissedthisgirl

Bayanda:"Itsnothis"TF,Iwanttoslapherbut

thenweareinapublicspaceandIwon'tbe

abletogetawaywithit.

Me:"howsureareyou?Waitwereyousleeping

withThatowhileIwasdatingandyouwerewith

mybrother?Yewenauwinondindwakant?"



thesetwohavesomenerve,isthisgirlstupidor

something,IwilltellNsikaandI'lldothattodayI

wanthim tomaketheirlivesalivinghell,uzobe

trabhaandIwillwatchhim doit.

Bayanda:"I'm sorryYomuzi,Ijustlovehim"

Me:"Ungazongijwayelawena,youmakeme

sick,allthistimeyouweremakingbrotherfeel

badaboutbeingclosetomekantyouknowthat

itsnotabouthim itsaboutyoubeingscared

thatI'llfindoutaboutyourlittlesecret.You

disgustme.WenaThatoonedayisoneday

futhiIwilltellyourwifenxa."Iwalkaway

leavingthem standinglikestatues.Ithinkthey

thoughtIwouldbeatthem upbutIwontstoop

thatlow.

IgethometiredanddisappointedinBayanda,

whywouldshedothattomybrother,forhow

longhavetheybeendoingthisdatingshit,

ukuthakathalokhu!Ishouldgettestedyaz

oThatowerebusystickingtheirthings



everywherenxa.Letmecallmybrotherand

updatehim aboutmyfindings.IcallNsikaand

heispissedandwantstoconfrontthem butI

tellhim toleaveit,itsjustnotworthitnow.I

understandhowhefeelsbutIknowNsikahis

hotheadedandthingscangetoutofhandreal

fast.Isettleonmycouchwithacocktailinmy

hand,I'm reallylookingforwardtothese

holidayswhereIwillsitanddonothing.TodayI

mustcooktoday.Istandupgotothekitchen,

takeoutchickenbreast,beaconand

mushrooms.Ipreparemymealhereandfix

greensalad,kusazobamnandiIwilleatby

myself.Igotakeaveryhotshowerputonmy

comfyPJsandheadtothechickentofix

myselfandheadstraighttothecouchtocatch

uponmyseries.JustasIsettlemyphonerings,

itsZwe.

Zwe:"Makhumalo,ukuphi?Wenzan?"

Me:"Gwabini,I'm atmyplaceabouttodivulge



onaplatethatImademyself"

Zwe:"GreatcauseI'm downstairs,I'm coming

up"

Me:"hawuuyaphi?whatifIwaswithsomeone

hayiblackpeople"

Zwe:"Anginendaba,Iam atyourdoorvula."

hahahhathisguykodwa,Igoandopenforhim

andhisgotagoodiebagwhichhegivestome,

wow.Ilethim inandandcheckoutmygift.Its

Perfume,Kim Kardesiansfragrant,Iloveit.

Me:"Awthankyou,whatsthisfor?"

Zwe:"Belatedbirthdaygift,IthoughtI'dgiveit

toyouwhenyoucomedowntonatalbutsinceI

wascomingupsoIbroughtitalong"Ncaaaaa

Me:"NgiyabongaManziniman,howdidyou

knowI'dloveit?wouldyoulikeanythingtodrink?

IcookedshouldIcookedwouldlikeaplate?"

Zwe:"WaterpleaseandyesIwouldlikeaplate,



Ididn'tknowthatyoucouldcook"Ilaughgoto

thekitchentofixhisplateandcomebackwith

itandhegivesmeaweirdlook

Zwe:"manjeubanozodlalamahlamvu?"lolwe

laugh

Me:"WellthisiswhatIhavecookedtakeitor

leave,yekaukphapha"

Zwe:"Aksikhoukudlakwamadodalokh"he

takesabite"hmmm thisisnice

Me:"Thankyou"

Weenjoyourdinnerwhilewatchingserieson

catch,thisguytalkstoomuchkodwa.

Zwe:"IhavesomethingtotellyouYomuziand

I'vebeenmeaningtotellyouitsjustthatI've

beenafraidtotellbutknowIcan'tkeepthisto

myself"whatisheonaboutandwhyishe

givingmethisweirdlookhisjuststaringatme

Insert11



What'shebabblingabout?Helookssoserious

allofthesudden.YouZweisahandsome

humanbeing,histallanddark,chocolatedark

man.Hisgotnicethicklips,hisnotyourtypical

thintallguybuthisnotfattoo.Muhlekekodwa

andit'slikehedoesn'tevenknow.Hedresses

wellandsmellsgoodtoo.Hisagoodlistener

too,Ithinkfrom thetimewemetI'vetoldhim

somuchaboutmylife,sincethatdayhehelped

uswiththeNgcobos.

Zwe:"thethingis"helooksatmeandsmiles,

uhlekanilo?"IthinkIreallyreallylikeyou

Yomuzi,youaresmart,beautifulandhumble.I

can'tstopthinkingaboutyoufrom thedayImet

you,nowaitfrom thefirsttimeIsawyouat

Tashas"I'm justlookingathim,uthinilo?

Me:"yewenauthini"helaughslikereally

laughed



Zwe:"yousee,I'm deadseriouslaandnow

you'remakingmelaugh"heChuckles

"Mpandeyomuzifrom thedayyougavemeyour

numbersIcouldn'tstopmyselffrom callingyou

andhearingyourhuskyvoice,thewayyoulaugh

andthatsmartmouthofyours.Ireallylikeyou

andIwashopingyougivemeachance"his

backtobeingseriouseandforceonceinmylife

Idon'tknowwhattosay,I'm shockedandI

reallywasn'texpectingthis.I'm notlookingfora

relationshipandit'snotaboutThato

ngisashaywaumoyanje.

Me:"ZweIlikeyounjeasmyfriend,Idon't

knowwhyyouwanttospoilthatforme"Isay

lookingathim andhisunshaken

Zwe:"wecanstillbefriendswhilewearedating

Mpande,Ireallylikeyou.WhenIwakeupIwant

totalktoyou,ekseniemininantambama.Itkills

methatyoustayherecauseIwanttoseeyou

likeallthetime"weeeeeay



Me:"I'm notlookingforarelationshipZwe.The

onlythingIcanofferyouismyfriendship"his

phoneringsandhetakesitoutandaskstobe

excused,hewalkstothekitchen,Icanhearhim

though

Zwe:"hayikodwaBongekaunescefemanje,I

toldyouthatIwillbebackonMonday""Nope

I'm comingbackonMondayandthatsthat"

whilehisarguingonthephone,Istandupgoto

myroom andtakemyphoneandcallLihleI

needtotellheraboutZwe

Lihle:"Mpandeyomuzikababa,unjan"

Me:"Lihlehesayshelikesme,likereallylikes

meandIknowwhattodo"Iletoutasigh

Lihle:"WhoZwe?Iknowhisbeenpesteringme

formonthsnow,askingmewhatyoulikeand

whatnot,I'm gladhefinallytoldyou,hewas

startingtoannoyme"heeethisgirl,andshe

didn'tthinkofsharingthisinformationwithme



Me:"hawuLihlewhywouldn'tyoutellmethis?"

heKnocksonmydoor"letmego,wewilltalk

later"Itellhim tocomeinandhewalksin

Zwe:"Iclearedthedishesandwashedthem,I'm

goingtomyhotelwillcallwhenIgetthere"with

thatheturnstowalkaway,helooksoffishnow.

Me:"alright,letmewalkyouout"Iwwalkhim

out,andwestandbytheliftwaitingforitto

comeup

Zwe:"pleasewalkmetomycar"Isojusrthat,

hedrivearedX6BMW,thislittleshithasmoney

yezwa.Westandbyhiscarandwehug,fora

longtime.WeleanonhisdoorandIjuststare

athim,kuhlelokh."Mpandepleasegivemea

chance,I'm notthatguyThato,Iwilltreatyou

goodngiyakuthandaskhokhofuthi

ngizokshada"Ilaughhardlol

Me:"ibambelaphoke,you'removingtoofast

skhokhohayi"Iletgoofhim andattemptto



walkawayandheholdsmywaistfastandIhit

hisbodybecauseofthewayhepulledme,and

hejustsmasheshislipsonmine,atfirstIdon't

respondtothekissandtheneventuallyIdo.It's

notbadyaz,whatthehellam Idoing!Imove

backandremovehishandsfrom mywaist

"I'vegottogo"Isayandturnandwalkawaythis

time

Zwe:"MpandeIloveyou"hesaysandgets

insidehiscaranddrivesoff.Hissuchagood

kisserthough.

*Zwe*

BongekaisstartingtoannoymewhotheFuck

doessheisdemandingmetocomeback,Iwas

soannoyedbutatleastItoldYomuziaboutmy

feelingsandI'm deadseriousngizomshada

loyamntwana.Ireallyneedtosortoutmylife

andgetridofBongeka.Igettomyhoteland



rushup

Insert12

*Zwe*

BongekaisstartingtoannoymewhotheFuck

doessheisdemandingmetocomeback,Iwas

soannoyedbutatleastItoldYomuziaboutmy

feelingsandI'm deadseriousngizomshada

loyamntwana.Ireallyneedtosortoutmylife

andgetridofBongeka.Igettomyhoteland

rushedup,IneedtocallYomuzi,Iknowshewill

speakforhoursandIdon'treallymind,hearing

herevoicedrivesmeinsane.Afterthe

conversationwehad,orratherwhatisaidI'm

notsurewhethershewillbeinagreatmoodto

speak,namingiyaphaphakodwa.Itakea

quickeshowerandgettobedandmakethat

call,itringsafewtimesthenshepicksup

Yomuzi:"Sengwayo"shedoesn'tsoundupset



Me:"Mashobane,ngihambekahlentombi"

Yomuzi:"thatsgoodtohear..."therewaslong

silence,IhopewhatIsaiddoesn'tcausetostop

talkingtome,phelathisgirlissmart"Aeryou

stillthere?"sheasksandIsmile

Me:"YesI'm hear,listenIhopewhatIsaidto

youearlierdoesn'tcauseanyproblems

betweenus,IwasseriousMpande,

ngiyakuthandaandIam willingtowaitforuntil

youareready.Idon'twanttolooseour

friendshipoverthisplease"

Yomuzi:"mus'ukphaphawhosaidIwillstop

beingfriendswithyou?"ichucklehathisgirl

kodwa"Iwishyouhadn'tdeclaredyourlovefor

orkissedmeeven,butIam gladthatyouwill

waitfor,causehonestlyIam notreadyfora

relationship,Ilikethingsastheyareandthe

bondwehavecreated,sowhyruinthings?"

Me:"IloveyouandsoIwillwaitforyou"she



sighed

Yomuzi:"whenareleaving?"

Me:"hawuyouwantmegonealready?"weboth

laugh

Yomuzi:"hahanoman,Iwasjustaskinghawu,

itsnotthatdeep"

Me:"okayifyousayso,I'm leavingMonday

morning,wannahittheclubtomorrow?"

Yomuzi:"Surewhynot,NsikaandIdriving

downonMondaytoopityyou'reflyingdown"I

justlaughedcauseIknewwhatshewas

suggestingandiwashappyaboutit

Me:"Iwillcancelitandwecouldalldrivedown

together,howaboutthat?"Igrinnedasifshe

couldseeme

Yomuzi:"thatawesome,sotomorrowwhatare

doing?wherearegoing?"thisissonice,I

thoughtthatshewouldbeangryandwant



nothingtodowithmebutheyhereweare

makingplans.

Me:"Let'shavebrunch,thendinnerbeforewe

hittheclub.actuallytherepapersthatIneed

youtohelpmewithincompanyandsince

you;reinthebusinessandmarketingsectorI

washopingyoucouldhelpme"Ijustsaidthat

soshewon'trefusetogooutwithforbrunch

Yomuzi:"yhoohayi,it'saSaturdayandholidays

ontopofthatcan'tagirlcatchabreak.Iwillbe

sleepingtomorrow,sinceitlatenowandI'm still

chattingtoyoukantIcouldbesleepingsowe

willjustdodinnerbeforewehittheClub"I

laughed,hereIwasthinkingthatI'vegother.

Me:"nowwhatam Igoingtodothewholeday

tomorrowifyourefusetochillwithme?Come

onYomuzi,atleastlunchanddinner,Ipromise

itwillbeworthyourtimeandIwon'tbringthose

papers"



Yomuzi:"hayihayiokay,Lunchat1ke.Ibetter

enjoyitorelseIwilldropyouandgogetdrunk

withmytwinbrother"Yessss

*Yomuzi*

Iwokeuptired,Isleptlatelastnightorrather

saytodaymorning.IwaschattingtoZwethe

wholenightoverthephoneafterhehad

convincedmetohavelunchanddinnerwith

him,wespokeforawhileafter.Wespokeabout

alotofthingsespeciallyhowhewantsto

expandhiscompanysohecanleaveanempire

forhischildren.Igotoutofbedandwenttothe

bathroom,andtherewasaknockatthedoor,

whocoulditbeatthishour,itsonly9am andit's

aSaturdayman.Iputonmygownandgoto

attendthedoor,itwasNsika,weactuallylast

spokeduringthedayyesterday,helookedangry

andhewasreekingofalcohol



Me;"Uyanuka,hambogezamani"

Nsika:"thatbitchplayedmeforafool"ohthis

isaboutPumla,Ithoughthedidn'tlikeherthat

much,hiscaseisnotlikemine.

Me:"Ohthat,Ibumpedintothem yesterday,

sheispregnantandshesaysitsnotyours"i

saidwalkingtothekitchentomakesome

coffeeforthisdrunkard.

Nsika:"Soyouknewandyoudidn'tthinkabout

tellingme,wowwelewow"lolhisbeing

dramatic

Me:"nowyouknowhowitfeels.."hegavemea

shockedlookloldramayaz"I'm justpullingyour

legman,Icompletelyforgottotellyou,I

thoughtIwouldcallyoubutZwecameoverand

Igotdistracted"Iwasmakinghim coffeeand

greasybreakfast

Nsika:"hawuZweisintown,youguysare

awfullyclose,toocloseformylikingnje"haaibo



what'shisproblem

Me:"Nsikastopbeingextra,bythewayhis

drivingdownwithusMonday"helookedatme

likehewasreadingmeorsomething

Nsika:"Why?Areyousleepingwithhim,heeeeI

thoughtyouwererecoveringfrom thewhole

Thatoincidentkantnoooooryou'vegoneand

foundyourselfarichman"hesayswithasmirk

onhisfaceandenjoyingthecoffeeinhishands

Me:"Didn'tItellyoutostopbeingextra,Iam

wayoverThatoandnoIam notbanginghim,

wearejustfriends..."hegivemethe'Idon't

believeyou'lookandIdon'tcarevele"weare

goimgoutclubbingtonight,doyouwnatto

come?"

Nsika:"ha.ahwhywouldIwanttobeanextra,

threeisacrowdbabe,letmeshowerandsleep,

Ihopehehasn'tsleptatyoubedyet"helaughs

andrunsawayasIthrowadishclothathim



Insert13

*Yomuzi*

itsalmost1pm andI'm notevenclosetobeing

readyforthisLunchthatIam havingwithZwe,

insteadofshoweringafterNsika,Icuddledwith

him andendedupsleepingagainnowI'm late,I

don'tevenknowwhatIwillwearbutseeingthat

itshotIneedtodresscasuallyandsinceweare

stillgoingtogotodinnerandclubbinglaterI

willjustcomebacktochange.Itakeoutapair

ofjeans,awhitetanktopandwhiteallstars,I

ainttryingtoimpressanyonevele.Hesendsme

amessagesayingthatheisdownstairsandI'm

notevendressed,soItellhim tocomeup.a

fewminuteslaterIhearaknockfrom thedoor

andIrundowntoopen,Iopenupforhim but

hisnotalonehiswithThato'swife,listenIdon't

evenknowhername,didshenothearthefirst

timeordoesshewantmetobeatherup.



T'sWife:"Whateverlovepotionyougavemy

husbandikhiphesisi"Ilookataforasecond,

I'm notangryyetI'm justconfused,WTFisshe

talkingabout."everydayitsYomuzithisYomuzi

that,ngekesisi,whateveryougavemyman

ikhiphe,orIwillshowyoupeople,I'm from

Ladysmithnoonemesseswithme.Whereis

Thatomaybeyouarehidinghim inside"Now

sheisstartingtopissmeoff,weareall

standingbythedoorjustlookingather,thisgirl

isreallytemptingme,shewalksinleavingZwe

andIstandingbythedoor"Thato!Thato!"she

shoutswhilewalkingtowardsmybedroom,

heeethisgirl.

Me:"Pleasecomein"IsaylookingatZwe,as

soonaswalksinIclosethedoorandlockit,

thisbitchisstillopeningeveryroom inmy

houselookingforThato.Istandbythedoorand

waitforhertocomeback,Zwekeepson

lookingatme,Ithinkhecan'treadmeandso



hisworried,andIam surehedidn'tseemelock

thedoor.ShewalksinasIwasabouttogolook

forher

Me:"WhatdidIsaytoyouthelasttimeyou

werehere?"shelooksatmelikeI'm crazy,I

guessitsbecausemyvoicejustgothuskier,

shedoesn'trespond."NgithiWhatdidIsayto

youthelasttimeyouwerehere,youbetter

answermentombiyaseLadysmith."

T'swife:"Yousaidyouwouldwipethefloorwith

myass"shesaysinasoftvoice,Ithinkshejust

realizedthatIwasn'tjokingnoram Ijokingnow,

ZweSitsbackandjustlooksatmeandIstart

movingtowardsher,thisgirlwillknowmetoday.

Me:"Thenwhatareyoudoinghere?whydidyou

todrivefrom whereeveryoucomefrom to

insultmeatmyflat?"Isaygivingheronehot

slap,Iam beyondpissed"Whogaveyou

permissiontowaltzintomyflatandgoopening

myspace?"Igaveheranotherslap"whogave



youtherighttotalktomeasifIam your

friend?"Islapheragain,thistimeshescreams

lookingatZwewhojustlooksaway,"Iwantyou

toanswerme,didtheynotteachyoumanners

kini?doIlooklikeIam aplaygroundtoyou,a

thingthatyoucanwalkoverasyouplease?first

yourdirtyhusbandusesme,causethat'snot

enoughforhisselfishass,hesleepswithmy

brothersgirlfriendandimpregnatesher,Now

youcomeherewalkinginlikeyouownthis

placeandthrowinsults,WHODOYOUTHINK

YOUAREhuh?"IroarandIthrowinanother

slapandshelandsonthefloorandshe's

bleeding.NsikarushesintheloungeandZweis

nowstandinginfrontofmetryingtocalm me

down.Whothefuckdoesshethinksheishuh?

Sheislayingonthefloorandcrying,Ireally

wanttoknowwhatherstrategywaswhenshe

cametomyplace.

T'swife:"Ijustwantmyhusband"thisgirlwants



metokillher,ItrytokickherbutZwerestrains

menxa

Me:"didyoufindhim?yourhusbandis

somewherefuckingBayanda,leavemyflat

beforeyouendupinhospital,ngizoklimaza

mina,leavenow"shepicksherselfupand

rushesoutthedoor.Iruntomyroom totake

myphone,leavingZweandNsikajuststanding

there,Iwasnotabouttocrybecauseofthat

stupidwoman,whywouldshejustassumethat

Thatowashere?Itookmyphoneandcalled

Thato,Istillknewhisnumbers,assoonashe

pickedupIstartedtalking

Me:"didInottellyoutotellyourskinnyyellow

bonewifetostayawayfrom me?thenexttime

shecomestomyplaceaccusingmeofshit,I

swearThatoIwillchockhertodeathnxa"Iend

thecallbeforeheanswersandthenhecalls

back,Iblockhim.IgobacktoZweandNsika

andtheyarehavingbeer.



Nsika:"Youshouldn'thavedonethat

Mpandeyomuzi,whatifshereportsyouhuh?

thatwasstupid"nxa

Me:"wherewereyouwhenshewasinsulting

meandgoingineveryroom asifshewasthis

wasinherhouseandIoweherrent?wasitnot

enoughthatherhusbandbrokemeandleftme

withcoldheartunabletolove,nowshecomes

hereandaccusesmeofhavinganaffairwith

thatfool,hayiNsikaleaveme"

Nsika:"SothisisaboutThatomorethenitis

aboutwhatshedid,whyhaven'tyouhitThato

pho?"mybrotherwaspushingmenow

Me:"Noitsnot,butyouknowthatIdon'tlike

beingdisrespectingittookmemonthstobe

thispersonagainandIwillbedamnedifIallow

hertotakemebacktothatdarkscaryplace

again"IwalkawaybecauseImightsaythings

thatIwillregrettomorrow,Iwon'tfeelbadfor

standingupformyselfanddefendingmyself



from aninsecurewife.AndifthepolicecomeI

wiltellthem thatshewasattackingmeandsoI

hadtodefendmyself.Iwalktomyroom and

takeofftheclothesIwaswearingandputon

pyjamasandgotinsidemyblankets,IthinkIam

goingtothatdarkplaceagain,thisgirlhasjust

broughtbackthepainfulmemoriesthatI

thoughthatIdealtwithalongtimeagoinless

thenanhour.

*Zwe*

Nsika:"Ifyoureallyloveherthisiswhatyouwill

dealwith,allthatangerwitharroganceandher

beingabully.Yomuzidoesn'tletgoanddoesn't

forgive,Iknowthatshedidn'thitbecauseof

whatshedidbutshehitherforThato."we

hadn'tsaidanythingtoeachothersinceYomuzi

walkedbacktoherbedroom,shelookedreally

pissed



Me:"Don'tyouthinkthatyouweretooharshher,

thatgirlwasrudetoher,andyesshetookout

herfrustrationsonherbutshehadtodon'tyou

think?"yeahIunderstandthatshemighthave

goneoverboardabitbuthellthatgirljustkept

onpushingherbuttons,Nsikalaughedand

puttingdownhisbottleandtookasetofcar

keysandcametositnexttome

Nsika:"YouseeIknowmytwinsisterZwe,and

thatwasnotputtingherinherplacebutitwas

angerthatshehaskeptdeepdown,ifyouwere

nothereshewasgoingtofinishthegirlwith

justslaps,thatshowshegainsherstrength

backshehits,andshewasnotfinishedwhen

youstoppedher,sheisstillgoingtostrikeso

beready,beitthatgirlorsomeoneelse"Ilook

athim I'm reallynotunderstanding

Zwe:"Ireallydoloveyoursisteryaz,butshe

toldmewaitsheistakingabreakandnowI

thinkIunderstandwhatshewassayingbutstill



Ican'tstop,IloveherandIwanttomakeher

mine,ithinkweweremeanttobetogether

Soulmatesmaybe"Isigh

Nsika:"ThisisyourfirsttestthenIguess,nowI

knowmysisterandbeforeIdowhatwe

normallydowhensheisgoingthroughthings,I

willgiveyouthechancetoshowherthatyou

Loveher,I'veseenthewayyoulookather,its

likenooneelseisintheroom andthewayyou

lightupwhensheisaroundyou,soIknowyou

loveher,soIwillgiveyouachancetoshowher.

Gotoherroom andgocuddlewithher,holdher

andtellherthateverythingwillbealright,tell

herthatyouwillbewithherthroughitall.Now

thosearemylinesbutgoonandcomforther"

hestoopupandleft

Istooduptooafterawhileafterthinkingabout

whatNsikasaid,IwenttoYomuzisroom and

foundherstaringatherceiling.shelooked



distant,herdreadsweretiedupandshewas

juststaringatnothing,Itookoffmyshoesand

myjeansandgotintobedwithher,sheturned

aroundwithherbackatme,Ithenheldherand

toldherthatIam hereforherandIwasnot

goinganywhere,ItoldhereverythingthatIfelt

andtoldherthatshewasmyforeverandI

wouldneverlethergo,Ithenheldhertighter.

Shethenletoutasob,itfirstitwasjustalittle

astimewenthersobscomeoutlouderandand

louder,Imyheartbrokeathousandtime.What

didguydotomygirlthatmadhersoangryand

sad.Iheldallnight.

Insert14

*Yomuzi*

Iwokeupwithathrobbinghead,everything

from yesterdaycamerushingbackandthepain

cameback.Ifeltawarm hugcomingfrom



behind,heheldmetighter,itfeltwarm andfilled

meaningandalotoflove,Iturnedtofacehim

andhelookedatme,hiseyeswerefilledwith

somuchlove,IthoughtI'dseepittybutIsaw

loveandconcern,itwaslikeIwasIcouldsee

thedeptofhissoul.Hepulledmetohischest

andIfeltourheartbeattheyweresync.Welaid

inbedwithoutsayingaword,Idon'tknowwhen

hecameinandwhyallIknewisthatIwokeup

feelingbetterwithhim nexttome.Myphone

rangdisturbingmytrainofthought,itwas

Thato,Ijustignoredit,itstooearlyfortrash.He

keptoncallinguntil,Zwetookmyphoneand

answered,andhehungupafterawhile.

Zwe:"Hesayshisbythedoorwakeup"he

lookedatmeasifhewastryingtoreadme,I

gotoutofbedandwenttothebathroom,

lookedforanextratoothbrushforZweand

wentouttogiveittohim,webothwentbackto

thebathroom andbrushedourteeth,Zweput



uphisphoneandtookoutaselfielol

Zwe:"Ourfirstselfie"Ilaughed,welookedat

eachforawhileonthemirror,itwaslikewas

likehewasassuringmethateverythingwill

workout.

Me:"Letsgo"wewalkedouttogethertothe

sittingroom,ZwewenttothekitchenandIwent

toattendthedoor,Thatwaswithhiswife,I

movedasideallowingtogetin.

Thato:"SawubonaYomuzi,sorryforwakingyou

upsoearly,Iknowhowmuchyouloveyour

sleep"helaughsandIjustlookathim."mywife

andIcameheretoapologizeforherbehavior,it

wasrudeanduncalledfor"thisgirlwasn'teven

lookingatme,itlookslikeshewascrying.

Me:"Isshedeaf?whycan'tshetalkforherself,

wereyouhereyesterdaywhenshewas

insultingme?"

T'sWife:"IsitnotenoughthatIhavetocome



hereandembarrassmyselfonceagain,you

keeptakingandtaking,yesterdayyouhitme

likeI'm adogandyourloverhererefusedtolet

meopenacaseagainstcauseapparentlyhe

owesandheisstillinlovewithyou"hebanathis

girl

Thato:"Thatisenough,Hlengiwe"hesaidwitha

sternvoice,ohthat'shername.

Hlengiwe:"NoThatotellhertherealreasonyou

draggedmehere,tellherhowIbeggedyouall

nighttonotdothistoourmarriagethatis

barelyayearold,mtsheleThato,isthandwa

sakhoangithi,youcallhernameeverytime

whenwemakelove,hellyouevendream about

her"theylookateachotherandshe'scrying.

Me:"Myhouseisnotatherapysession,ifyou

wanttodishoutyourdirtylaundry,Icankindly

referyoutosomeonekodwathisismyhouse

andonceagainyouaredisrespectingme,now

leavecauseclearlyyou'reheretowastemy



time"IwonderwhatZweisdoinginthekitchen.

Thato:"ThatwasnotourintentionMakhumalo,

wellmywifeandIcameheretoapologizeand"

helookedatherthenatme"andaskyourhand

inmarriage"ubabayini?????"IloveyouYomuzi

andIwanttotakeyouasmysecondwife"

haaibongiyalingwa,Zwewalksinfrom the

Kitchenandisclearlypissed.

Me:"ListenandListencarefullybothofyou,I

don'tknowwhichworlddoyouliveinwhereyou

canwalkinsomeoneshomeandtalksuch

nonsense,doIlookthatdesperatetoyou,yaz

wenauyangijwayelaThatoandmaybethats

becauseIletyougetawaywithalotofshit,

pleaseleavemyhousegobacktowhereyou

comefrom.Yougooutandmarrysomeone

elsengikhonaandsleepwithmybrothers

girlfriendandcomebackhereaftermonths

demandingmeshit,usubhemaiwungaThato?

Zweisstandingbytheentranceofthekitchen



Hlengiwe:"andyouwanttorudebringthis

bitchtoour....."Ijumpherbeforesheeven

finishes,ThatotriestostopmeandIusethis

opportunitytodonoorhim,Ipunchhim sohard

onhisfaceandIseeshockwrittenalloverhis

face,inalltheyearswe'dbeentogetherThato

hadneverseenmyviolentside,hetriedto

comeatmeandthat'swhenZwecametostand

nexttome.

Zwe:"Ithinkit'stimeyouleavenow"

Thato:"Soyou'vemovedon,Ialwaysknewthat

youwereawhoreandthatItamedyou"Zwe

walkedtohim sofastandgavepunchedhim on

theface,hiseyewasturningredandtheouter

partwasnowgreen

Zwe:"IthinkitsbestyouallleavebeforeIdo

somethingregretful"Thatostoodupfrom the

floorandgrabbedhishandsandhiswife'shand

Thato:"Youtwowon'tlast,toomuchviolence



foronehousehold"mnxm hambanja.Theyleft

bangingthedoor

Me:let'sgogetbreakfast,areyoufine?"he

Nodded,Iwenttoshowerandlethim shower

too,hesaidhewillbuynewclothesatthemall

andchangebecausehedoesn'twanttoleave

mysight.mnxm thisguy,weleaveandgotothe

mallwherehegoestobuyclothesfirstand

changes.WesettledownatWimpy

Me:"YouseewhyIdon'twanttobeina

relationship"Isaidjustaswesettledand

ordered

Zwe:"That'snotfairYomuzi,Iam notthatguy

andyouknowthat,histrashandIdon'tlike

beingcomparedtohim please"wesatin

silenceuntilourfoodcame"Ican'tbelieveyou

datedthatjerk"helaughed,mnxm leslimalesi,

NsikacalledaskingwhereIwassinceI'm notat

myplaceandItoldhim whereIwasandhesaid

hewillbeheresoon,Isawhim walkinginandI



wavedathim.

Nsika:"Niyajolaor?"

Me:"Or"

Zwe:"Sawubonanawe"lol

Nsika:"Niyaphapha,howareyouguys?"hesaid

sittingnexttomeandhelookedatmeandgave

mealonghug"areyoufinenow?"

Me:"YesIam fine,whydidyouleavelast

night?"

Nsika:"IwasgivingZweachancetoprove

himself"thisidiot

Me:"soyouaretheonefillinghisheadwithall

thisnonsense"

Zwe:"It'snotNonsenseMpande,Ireallydolove

you"hepulledacuteface

Nsika&I:"stopit"

Zwe:"Areyouguysalwaystogether?"lolwhatis



heonabout

Me:"Nope,Sundayisourdaykuphela,Ican't

startmyweekwithoutseeinghim,soSundayis

ourbondingday"helaughs

Nsika:"Don'tlaugh,it'sourthingyouwouldn't

getit"

Zwe:"WhathappenswhenImarryherandwe

movetoKZN?"

Me:"Thatwon'thappen,don'tworryyourself"

Nsika:"Iwillgowithyou"ZweandNsikalaugh

andIdon't,Ican'tbelieveNsikaactuallylike

Zwe

Me:"Nsikaareyousellingme"

Nsika:"NooooobutIcanseehereallylovesyou,

howheisalwayscoincidentallywhereyouare,I

seehiseyeswhenhetalkstoyouoraboutyou,

theywayhelooksatyou,itslikenooneelse

existsandthelongmeaninglessphonecalls



youguyshave,likedon'tyougettiredof

speakingtoeachother?SoifI'm loosingyouto

aguytwin,heshouldbetheguy"Nsiiiiiikaa

maaan

Zwe:"YouseeevenyourbrotherseesI'm nota

jerk,nowpleasegivemeachance"

Nsika:"Ahmjita,Ithoughtniyajolaalreadyleave

mysisteralonekanti"wealllaughed,we

finishedourbreakfastandwenttowatcha

movieandyesNsikawasthere,laterwewent

backtohisplace,thehotel,isthisguyrichor

somethinghestaysinapenthouseatthisplace

andheisonfirstnamebasseswiththestaff,

mustbenice.

Eventhoughmyweekendstartedonaverybad

notebutImustsay,itendedquietwell.On

WednesdaywehadtohittheroadandIwas

happythatIwouldn'tbedrivingbecauseI



usuallydrivedownhomewithNsikaandhe

drivesup,thistimeZwewasdrivingforme

yippy!Wegothomeintheearlyhoursofthe

morningwehadtodropoffZwefirstathis

placethendrivehometoGlenwoodbuton

fridaywearealldrivinguptomydadsfirst

houseemakhayakwaNongoma,itssofargosh.

WehadliterallyadayleftandIwastiredsoI

wasgoingtostayindoorsandIknewNsika

wouldleavemehertoparty,everyonehadleft

andgonehome,onlyFikawasaroundandthat

toowasbecausehehadtotakecareof

businessandwewoulddriveuptogether.AsI

wasabouttohavesomeicecream Zwecalled

Zwe:"Mambulazi"

Me:"Ncwane"hechuckledandIgiggled"Ithink

wehaveexhaustedourclannamesnow"

Zwe:"notyet,there'sstillalotleftonmyside

thatyouwilllearn,allthatyouknowisfrom

Isibaya"thatwastrueIlaughed



Me:"Nottrue,Iknowafewthingshawukant

ungthathakanjan?"

Zwe:"weeeeee!Imissyou,whatareyoudoing

there?"

Me:"Idon'tmissyou"

Zwe:"Ouch"

Me:"Ngiyadlala,I'm havingicecream,I'm

thinkingofjustchillingherethewholedayand

reflectontheyearbeforeIgethomeandwe

reflecttogether"

Zwe:"Thatisnice,doyouguysdothatallthe

timetogether?"

Me:"Yeah,it'safamilythingIguess,wedraw

upgoalsandputtimelinesandthenreflecton

them andwhethertheywereachievedandifnot,

whynot?thenwelookatwaysthatsuchgoals

canbeachievedthefollowingyear"hissilent

"Zwe"



Zwe:"ohmanyourfamilyhasitallsortedyaz,

youguysarecloseyouevensharegoalsand

dreams,minaIdon'tmindnotgoinghomefor4

to5monthsinfactIgohomeonlywhenIhave

to"that'snotgood

Me:"Nathiwehaveourproblemsanddisputes

butwetrybyallmeanstoworkthem out

becausereallywearenothingwithouteach

other"

Zwe:"whereisyourhalf?"ishechangingthe

Subject?

Me:"SomewherearoundDurban,hesaidheis

catchingupwithfriendsthatcanonlymeanon

thing,uyodakwa!"helaughs"thatmeansIwill

betheonedrivingksasabecauseIknowthat

Fikawillbejoininghim latermnxm"

Zwe:"andwena?whyaren'tyoujoiningthem?"

Me:"IthinkI'vehadenoughdrinkingforthenow,

IthinkIwillstartagainonNewyearseve"



Zwe:"That'sgoodtohear,sodoyouwantto

joinmeforLunchtoday"

Me:"Nope"

Zwe:"Pleasepleaseplease"

Me:"Let'smakeitsupperbecauseI'm tryingto

reflecthere"

Zwe:"ButIwantedtospendmoretimewithyou

sinceyouwillbegoingtoemaqwaqwasini

ksasa"

Me:"Ngakunikaisandla,ngakinikaingalo,

usufunaamabeleawayazintoyfunayo"Ising

andhelaughshard

Zwe:"aveuphaphayezwa,okaydinnerat

Davenportthen"

Me:"Great,19:30,youshouldconsidergoing

hometoo"

Zwe:"Notanytimesoon,shoIwillseeyou

later"hedropsthecallhawuthatwascold



Insert15

*Yomuzi*

ThedinnerwithZwewasrathercold,Idon't

knowwhyhecameorwhyheinvitedmeatthe

firstplaceifhewasgoingtoactallshadylike

reallynow,weweredoneeatingandIwasready

togohomecausewewerenotreallytalking,I

talkeduntilIgottired.

Me:"Thankyouforthedinner,canyoutakeme

home."

Zwe:"I'm sorryYomuzi,canwechillforawhile?

Ireallyenjoyspendingtimewith"Ichuckle,this

guythough

Me:"Itsuredoesn'tlooklikeit,maybeyou're

havingabaddaysorathertakeyouhome"he

looksatmewithpleadingeyes"ComeonZwe

befair,you'vebeencoldthewholenightandI've

beentryingtoholdourconversationforhours

now,youweregivingmeshortanswerssoI



reallydon'tknowwhyI'dputmyselfinthat

potionfortherestofthenight"

Zwe:"okaymymoodhaschanged,nowcanyou

stayabitlonger"hewantstocry,really

Me:"Nope,Iwillstayunderonecondition"

Zwe:"Yes,whateveritisIwilldoit"

Me:"Tellmewhatisbotheringyouanddon't

saynothingcauseIknowthatthereis

somethingbotheringyou"Helooksatmethen

looksdown.

Zwe:"CanItellyousomeothertime,onceI've

sorteditout?"

Me:"noproblem,pleasetakemehomethen"he

looksatwithshock"thatwasmyconditionand

yousaidyou'lldoanythingbutnowyou'renot

keepingthatpromisesopleasetakemehome"

hecallsthewaiterandsettlesthebillthenhe

takeshiskeysandwalletfrom thetablethen

offersmehishandtotake,Itakeitandwewalk



outhandinhand,what'swiththisguywith

BMW'stodayitsaX1

Me:"WhatswithyouandBMW's?"hefaintly

smiles

Zwe:"Younoticed,wow,hereIwasthinking

thatyoudon'tnoticeanythingaboutme"lolwho

saidthat

Me:"Whosaidthat?Inoticethingsaboutyou,a

lotofthingsfuthi"

Zwe:"okayifyousayso"hedrivesoffbutI

noticethatheisnottakingmetomyplacebutI

don'tsayanything,ngizokengizwe.Wegetto

hisplaceandIjustsit,I'm actuallyannoyed.

Me:"WhatarewedoinghereNqobizizwe?"he

looksatmeandlaughs,helaughsreallyhard,

mnxm

Zwe:"Sowhenyouareangrywithmeor

annoyedyou'regoingtocallmewithmyfull

name,Ilikeit,itsaturnon"thisidiotthough.



"Well,Iwantustotalk,Iwilltellyouwhat's

botheringme,comeletsgo"

Me:"Youcould'vejusttoldmenjebeforeyou

drovewithmeallthewayhere"hecamearound

toopenmydoor

Zwe:"Naweukhulumakakhuluhayi"hepicked

meupbridalstyle,andcarriedmetohisroom.

Wesetonthebedandhetookoffourshoes

andtoldmetocomfortable,justasIwas

gettingcomfyNsikacalledaskingwhereIwas

andItoldhim andthenhesaidheknewIwas

safethenlol

Zwe:"MpandeyomuziIam reallysorryforbeing

likethistoday,itsjustthatIgotjealousand

angryovertherelationshipthatyouhavewith

yourfamily,yoursiblings,youguysshare

everything,meanwhilemymom onlycallswhen

sheneedsmoney,mybrotherhatesmefor

beingsuccessful.Mysistersaskandask,the

onlythingtheydoukzalanjeandmom allows



them,dareIsayanything,theyganguponme

andsayIthinkIam betterthenallofthem

whichisnottrue.Idon'tknowwhenwasthe

lasttimeIwenthomeandIdon'tevenmissit.

Whenmydadleftitslikeheleftwiththelove

thatwesharedasafamily,buthewasnogood

man,thewayhetreatedmymom wasunjust

andIcouldn'tallowitbutitseemslikemy

motherblamesmefrom stoppingmyfather

from abusingherandtellinghim togoaway"

aaahman,helookssadandwantstocry

Me:"Iam sosorryZwe,Iseriouslydidn'tthink

thatyouwerenotingoodtermswithyour

family,sorryforrubbingmyfamilyinyourface"

Irubbedhisfacewithmyhandandhefaintly

smiled

Zwe:"It'snotyourfaultbaby,I'vebeenaround

LihlesoI''vebeenobservingyourrelationship

forawhilenowandIcan'tstopwantingmy

familytobemaybejustalittlelikeyours"



Me:"maybeyoushouldtryreachingout,go

homethisChristmas"helooksatmelikeI've

saidsomethingcrazy

Zwe:"hayimaybenextofnextyearbaby"we

laughcauseIknowheisimitatingthatboyfrom

Khumbulekhaya,lolsuchmadness"ona

seriousnotthoughbabe,maybenextyear

Easters,ifIgohomenowIwon'tenjoynew

yearseveandthenewyearsosorryI'llpass"I

lookathim forasecondtryingtoseeifheis

serious,bestbelievehisdeadserious

Me:"Sowhatareyougoingtobedoingfor

Christmas?sinceyou'renotgoinghome"

Zwe:"WhatIalwaysdo,sitanddrinkalcohol

andlateramajitacomearoundandweBraai"

nowitsmyturntolookathim likehisgone

crazy"What?"

Me:"Howaboutyoucomewithus,spend

Christmaswithus?"HelooksatmelikeI'velost



itandthere'snohelpingme.

Zwe:"uyahlanyakemanje,whatwillyousayto

mom andyourbigbrother,yoohbabythatguy

scarestheshitoutofme,thewayhelookedat

mewhenhefoundmeatyourflathaitwaslike

hewasreadytojumpme,changekeangilibeki

kwaNongomalove"allthesepetnamethough,I

laughcauseIknowthatFikawasreadytojump

him,itsjustthatthatdaywasnotagoodday

forhim toplaybigbrother.

Me:"Butyouaremybrotherin-lawsfriend,

closefriendandyouandIareclosenow,you've

helpedmealotthesepastmonths"Helooksat

meandsmiles,likehegrins.

Zwe:"IloveyouMpandeyomuziKhumaloand

theonlytimeIwillsetfootatyourhouseisthe

dayIwillbepayingamalobolontombi"mnxm "I

reallyloveyouandrightnowIwanttokissyou

andHoldyoutight,thethingsIwanttodoto

yourightnowMpande,youwon'tbelieve.



Ngizokphathekahle,Iwanttomakeyoumy

wifengifungaoGwabini,youmakewanttobea

bettermanhellthebestmanIcanbe"Ilookat

him andagainitfeelslikeIcanseethedepthof

hissoul,IthinkIlovehim,hemovescloserto

myfaceandwearehavingadeepconversation

withoureyesifnotourdeepestyet.

"Ngiyakuthanda"withthathesmasheshislips

onmineandkissesme,thisfeelsgoodIkiss

him back,thisisreallygood,itsbeenawhile.

Insert16

*Yomuzi*

it'sbeenablissful6monthswithZwe,from the

dayhekissedmeoffguardathisplaceandI

returnedthekiss,heclaimsthatthatisthedayI

sealedthedeal.Thehoneymoonphasehas

beenatotalblisswiththisguy,themeaningof

lovehasbeenredefined.Thetravellingistiring



thoughandNsikaiscomplainingthatIdon'tas

muchtimewithhim asIusetoandit'strue,ifI

am notinKZNZweishere.Heusuallycomes

onFridayandleavesonMondaymornings,

whichmeansthatIhardlyspendtimewith

Nsika,ifIdoitsalwayslimited.IfIam visiting

him IleaveonFridayeveningsandcomeback

Sundayevenings,phelaminaIam notmyown

boss.Itturnsoutthathehassharesasome

hotelshereinJoberghencethefirstname

baseswiththestaff,healsoownsafew

propertiesinDurbanandincludinghislogistic

company,owningafewtrucksandships,so

basicallyheisawealthyman.Wellthis

weekendheiscomingoverandIknowthatwe

havetotalkaboutafewthingsandthat

includestheSextalk.ZweandIhaven'tdone

thedeedanditsfrustratinghim,3monthsago

wewenttestingandwetestednegativeandwe

aregoingbackagain.Idon'tknowwhetherIam

readyornot,I'veneverhadsexwithanyoneelse



besidesThatoandIam abitscaredtofindout

whatisexpectedfrom me,everythingIknow

whichisnotmuch,IwastaughtbyThato.

AtworkIhavethisbigprojectthatIam heading,

Iam soexcitedit'sthefirsttimethatmybossis

trustingmewithsuchabigaccountandIam

workingwithNsika.HavingNsikainmytime

meantthatwethatwegottospendalotof

timetogether,wegotanopportunitytospend

timetogethertoo.Wefinallyfinishedthe

projectandpresentedit,mybosswasvery

impressedwithmeandsaidhewouldliketo

speaktomybrotherandIaboutheadinganew

branchbuthewillgivenewinformationthe

followingwhenhehassortedoutallthe

logistics.Iam excitedaboutthesenewsand

Zweiscomingover,wewillgocelebratefor

whenhelands.Zwewassupposetobeher

yesterdayaspernorm buthesaidhehadto



sortoutsomebusinessandsohehadto

postponehisflighttotodaywhichisFriday,I

didn'tmindreallybecauseIhadthatproject

proposaltopresent.Ileavetheofficeandhead

home,Iwon'tbefetchingZwebecauseofthe

traffic,ifIgoI'lldelayhim sohisgettinganuber

from theairport.LastnightIhadcookedbrown

beansbecauseIwantedtocookisgwaqane

whenIcamebackfrom worksoassoonasI

finishedshoweringIstartedpreparing

isgwaqaneandspinach,Ihardlycooked,Zwe

andIwerealwaysouttryingsomenew

restaurantandthelasttimehewashereNsika

offeredtocookforusonthatSaturdaybecause

hemissedmelol.SohereIwascookingmy

traditionalmealthere,Ididn'twantanymeat

todaysoIcalledZwetellinghim tobuysome

forhimself.

Zwe:"Mpandeyothandolwam"hecalledme

thatnowandIlovedit.



Me:"Ncwane,Ijustwantedtoaskyoutobuy

somemeatforyourself"

Zwe:"Iam downstairsbabe,aren'tweeating

outtoday"

Me:"Ikindamissedahomecookedmealdon't

worryIwillboilafewpiecesforyou,hurryup

I'vemissedyou"

Zwe:"Iam bythedooropenup"whoopybaeis

here,Iruntothedoorandjumponhim putting

mylegsaroundhiswaist.

Me:"muntuwam I'vemissedyou"

Zwe:"I'vemissedyoutoobabe,whatareyou

burning?"Igetoffandrushtothekitchen,I

almostburntmyonions."whatareyou

making?"

Me:"Comesee"hewalksinthekitchen,damn

thismanissexy,hiseyesarejustperfect.

Zwe:"Hababe,Ididn'tknowyoucouldcook



isgwaqaneandspinach,don'tworryyourself

withthemeatIwillhaveitkanje,ohbabethisis

mouthwatering"

Me:"IfIknewthatyou'velovedthisIwouldhave

cookeditalongtimeagoyaz,Iam almostdone,

grababeeratthefridge"hejuststaresatme,

angazungibukani,hethenwalksawaytothe

fridge,mnxm weirdo.

Afterafewminutesthefoodisready,Idishup

andweheadtotheloungeandwestarteating,

heheadsbacktothekitchenandwasheshis

hands,andthencomesbackandstartseating

withhishandslolthisguythough,Igrabmy

phoneandstarttakingpictures,itslikehe

hasn'teatenforaverylongtime.

Zwe:"Babeyourfoodwasamazingyezwa,you

shouldcookmoreoftenandyoumustcookthis

formeforwhenIleavesoIcantaketoDurban,

kumnandiuyezwa"exaggerationrightthere.



Me:"Alrightremindme"Itakehisplateand

walktothekitchenandhehelpsmewith

cleaningup,Oncewearedone,IsendNsikaan

smstellinghim tocomeovertomorrowtoget

somefood.Hepicksmeupandputsmeover

hisshoulderandweheadtomybedroom with

mehittinghisback,wegettothebedroom and

heoutsmeontopofthebedandwestartwith

ourmakeoutsession.

Hetakesoffmyshirtslowlyunbuttoningit

whilekissingmyneck,assoonasitsoutoffthe

wayhetakeoffmyshortsandIam onlyleft

withmybraandpanty.Hekissesagainand

takesmybraoffandplayswithmybreast,they

becomehardandIgetthisfeelingallovermy

body,thisalwayshappenswhenhetouchesmy

breastsandthatswhereweusuallystopbut

todayIwanthim tocontinueandsohedoes,He

kissedmyneckandgoesdownwithhislipsto



mybreastandstartskissingthem,hisnever

doenthisbeforeanditfeelsamazing,Imoan

andhelooksatmewithhisnowbloodredeyes

thatarehalfopened,thiswasamazing.His

handswenttodon'tmynunaandherubbedhis

handupanddownmypanty,Iwaswet,noone

haseverdonethisbeforetome,thisfeelingwas

newtomybody.hemovedhisfacedowntomy

cake,ohsweetMarymotherofJizas,Iwanted

tostophim butthisfeltsgreat.Hetookoffmy

underwearwithhisteethslowlyonceitwasoff

hecomebackinandinsertedhistongueinside

mynuna,Imoanedoutloudandclosedmy

thighwithhisheadinbetween,hishitmythighs

forcingmetoopenthem again,histonguewent

inandoutthenwentuptomyclit,mybodywas

vibratinguncontrollably,whatisthisguydoing

tome.HewaitedformeuntilIcalmeddown.

Helookedupatmeandhadagrinonhisface,

hetheninsertedafingerinmynuna,Itried

jumpingup,thiswasthefirsttimesomeone



doneallthistome,heheldmestillandpushed

hisfingerfurtherin,itwasabitpainfulsoI

movedupabit

Zwe:"Keepstillbabe"hisvoicewassoft,husky

andsexy.

Me:"Zwe"hisnamecameoutasasoftmoan,

hisfingerplayingwithmedownthere,thisguy

wasstilldressedandIwasnaked.Ipulledhim

upandstartedtakingoffhisclothes,wewerein

norushwestillhadthewholenight.Howcan

onepersonbesosexy,hewasnowbreathing

heavilyontopofme,humpingme,Itouchedhis

crotchoverhisunderwearanditsurefeltbig.

Hestoodupandwenttohisbagandcame

backwithcondoms,thenhetookoffhisbriefs,

Holyshit,whereisthatthinggoingtoenter,he

sawmyfacialexpressionandhesmiled

Zwe:"Iwon'thurtyou,Iwillbegentle"andhe

walkedtowardsmewhileputtingonthe

condom,Hegotbetweenmythighsandstarted



kissingmeagainandthenhedoesthatmagical

thingagainofplayingwithmyclit,itVictoria

fallsdownthereItellyou.Hetriestoinsert

himselfinbuthistoobiganditpainfulandI

lookaway,whyisitsouncomfortableand

painful,itwasnotpainfulwithThatoeventhe

firsttimewasaspainfulasnow,Imoveupand

heheldmywaistpullingmetohim

Zwe:"Mpandelookatmeplease"Ilookathim

andhegivesmeanassuringlook"Iwon'thurt

you,pleaserelax"whatdoeshemeanbysaying

Imustrelax

Me:"Zweitspainful,pleasebegentle"He

pusheshimselfinagainandthepainis

excruciating,Ithinkhispenisisinmystomach

andhaspushedmyintestines,hestartsmoving

slowlyandpainfadeswayslowlyandIhearhim

moanandIstartmovingtohisrhythm too,this

feelssogoodhispacestartsincreasingandI

increasemypacetoo,hekissesmewhileand



playswithmytitstoo,Ifeellikesomethingis

buildingupinmeandwantingtocomeout,I

trembleandhepaceisnowfastandI'm not

movingatallmytoescurlyandIscream andit

feelslikesomethingisleavingmybodyandits

good.Heturnsmeoverandputsapillow

underneathmeandinsertshimselfinmynuna

from behind.WhatthefuckhasThatobeen

doingtomecauseoursexhasneverbeenthis

greatandI'veneverdonethisshitthatIm doing

rightnowwithhim.Hekeepingpushinginand

outandhispaceincreasesagainandthe

feelingcomesagingandwashesovermybody

andItrembleagainthistimehedoesn'tstop,

hismoansarebecominglouderandloudernow

andhispaceisfastuntilhetremblestooand

screamstooandlaysontopofme,webothwet

from sweat,Ineverthoughtthatsexcanbethis

great,hepullsoutandlaysonthesideandit

lookslikeheseessomethingIdon'tsee



Zwe:"Babythecondom broke"Ipanic,ohshit"

relax,wewillgetthemorningafterpillinthe

morningthengotodoourtestagain"hesees

thatIam relievedandhekissesmyforehead

andpullsmetohim andwecuddle,aftertaking

offhiscondom "ThankyouMakhumalo,itwas

worththewait"hekissesmyheadagainbutI

driftingtosleep

Me:"Iloveyou,goodnight"

Zwe:"Iloveyouwaymorebaby,goodnight"and

Im out

Insert17

*Zwe*

ThingsbetweenYomuziandIaregoingwell

actuallywearewhatpeoplecallgoes,Ican't

stopthinkingabouthereverythingIdonowis



centeredaroundher,Iloveher,likereallylove

her.Thedistancethoughiskillingme,yeswe

seeeachotheralmosteveryweekendbutthat's

clearlynotenoughbecauseIwanttowakeup

nexttohereveryday.Ican'tgetoverthefirst

timewehadsex,Igaveherorgasm after

orgasm andIhavecometolearnthatheridiot

exdidn'tknowshitaboutsex,Igavefirst

orgasm andhavethoughtherdifferent

positionssincethen.Iwanthertomovedown

toDurban,I'dlikeitifshewouldmovebutI

knowshewon'tagreejustyet.Ineedtowifeher

njesoon,ListenI'm hooked.Butthereisone

problem thatseemstonotwanttogoaway,

Bongeka.AtfirstIkeptheraroundbecauseof

Yomuziwasnotgivingmeanysoshewas

convenientandIdidn'thavetobegforitbutas

soonasmyrelationshipwithYomuzistarted

gettingserious,IlostinterestinherandIknew

shecouldseebecauseshekeptaskingmewhy

Idon'tgiveherattentionanymore,andI'dignore



her,shejustshowsupathouseunannounced.I

didn'twanttobetheonewhobreaksupwith

hersoIwashopingthatshewouldseethatI'm

notintoheranymoreandleavebutsheis

determinedtofixthings.Yomuzihastaken

leavefrom workforthecomingweekandsheis

spendingitwithmecauseitsmybirthdayand

shewantstospoilmeforawholeweek,seewe

havebeendatingforalmostayearnowandI

wantreachour1stanniversarywithnoloose

endssoIneedtotalktoBongekanowandtell

hertofacerealityandseethatweareover.I've

askedhertocometomyhousetodayitsFriday

shewon'tbegoingtowork.Igethometakea

showermakeamentalnotetodogroceries

sincethemadam iscomingoverandis

complainingthatIhardlyhavefood.Bongeka

callstosayshewillberunninglate,shehadto

rushhomebutsheisonherwaybacksoI

decidetogodothosegroceries.



IcouldgotoWoolworth'sbutYomuzihatesthe

shop,shetriedtoexplainittomebutits

politicalanditsalongstorysoIpretendedtobe

listeningandtheonlythingIcameoutwithwas

'don'tbuyfoodoranythingfrom woolies'that's

itsoIstopped.Igotallherfavoriteswhich

includesNuttella,IhateitIdon'tunderstand

whyonewouldputchocolateasaspreadbut

hey!AsIwalkbacktomycarIseeanicepairof

PinkAllStars,theylooksogorgeousandIknow

theywouldlookperfectonher,theyarebaby

pinkandleathereventhesoleispink,Igoin

andgetthem,Iknowshewilllikethem,Ihave

beenbuyingherstuff,shedoesn'tlikeitbut

whatkidofamanwouldIbeifIdon'tspoilmy

woman.

AsIdriveinmyplace,IseeBongekacoming

outofhercarandshewalkstome,Icomeout



andgiveherahug,shetriestokissmeandI

avoidthekiss,thatwasawkward,Igotothe

bootandtakeouttheplasticbagsandtheshoe

box,Ididn'tdothisonpurpose.andshegrabs

theboxfrom myhands,ohshittyshit.

Bongeka:"Arethesemine?"shedoesn'tgivea

chancetorespond"thesearesopinkandI'm

notasize4"Isighandstartwalkingwithmy

groceriesandshefollowme.

Me:"Bongekaweneedtotalk"shegivesmea

confusedlook,thiswon'tbeeasy.

Bongeka:"Sincewhendoyoubuygroceries?

whatarewegoingtobetalkingthathasmade

youallserious"shelaughsandIdon't

Me:"BongekaIthinkitstimewecalleditquits"

shelooksatmeindisbeliefandchuckles

Her:"Why?"whatdoesshewhy?whatam I

supposetosaynow,letmehonestforonce

withher.



Zwe:"Well,IhavefoundsomeoneelseandI'm

inlovewithher,IthoughtyouwouldseethatI

wasnolongerinterestedinyouandyouwould

leavebutyoudidn't,Ican'tdothistoher"I've

beenlookingdownallalongandsoIlookup

becauseit'squietandIwanthertosay

something.

Her:"Whatdoyoumeanthereissomeoneelse

Nqobizizwe?whatdoyoumeanyoumeanyou

can'tdothistoher,doesshenotknowabout

me"Ishakemyhead,she'scrying,thisiswhat

I'vebeenavoiding,whatam Isupposetodo

now?

Me:"Iam reallysorryBongeka,wegrewapart

andIfellforher,itwasnevermyintentionto

breakyourheart"Istandupandgotoherand

trytohugherbutshepushesmeaway.

"ngiyaxolisa"

Her:"Aftereverythingwe'vebeenthrough,you

justleavemelikethatforagirlthatyou've



knownforlessthenayear,doessheknowthat

you'reaserialcheater?IstayedwithyouafterI

foundoutthatyousleptwithmybestfriend,I

lostmyfriendsbecauseofyouandnowyouare

tellingmethat'sitsover?Uyahlanya"She's

superangryandispacingupanddown

Me:"comeonnowBongeka,ourrelationship

hasn'tbeengreatforawhilenow,andIdidn't

saystophangingoutwithyourfriendsand

pleasebefairyourfriendistheonewhoknew

mewhenIdidn'tandsheseducedme"nowshe

isstartingtopissmeoffbutIcan'taffordto

showherthatbecauseIam breakingherheart

now

Her:"wowwowwowwow,areyouseriousnow.

Ihadamiscarriagebecauseofyouandyour

cheatingwaysandnowyouarediscardingme

forfreshmeatforsomewhorewhoisprobably

afteryourmoney,IhavemyownmoneyIwork

babyandIsupportmyself,Iwouldn'tallowyou



tobuymepinkallstars,howoldisthisbitch

kwakhonaifshestillwearspinkallstars?"

haaibowhatwithalltheinsult?

Me:"Iam sorryforstressingyouuntoyouhada

miscarriage,Iwillneverforgivemyselfforthat,

butpleasedon'tinsultmygirlfriend,sheisnota

whorenorabitchandsheisnotachildandshe

makesherownmoney"shebreaksdownand

criesloud

andIwalkovertoherandgiveheratighthug

Her:"Pleasedon'tleavemeZwe,Iloveyou,

pleasegiveuponuswe'vebeentogetherfora

longtimepleasedon'tlethercomebetweenus

wecanmakeitwork"ohmy

Me:"Iam reallysorry,Ireallydidn'tmeanfor

thistohappenbutIloveherandIwanttobe

withher"shecriesforthelongesttimeinmy

arms.Afteranhourshestandupandfixes

herselfgoestothekitchentodrinkwater.



Her:"Shemustbereallyimportanttoyou

becauseyou'reevenbuyinggroceries,Iwillwait

foryou"

Me:"Iloveher"Ilookupathershelookshurt

"pleasemoveon"

shetakesherbagandcarkeysfrom thecoffee

tableandleaves.Atleastthat'sover

*Yomuzi*

TomorrowwhichisSunday,Iam flyingdownto

DurbanandIwillthereforthewholeweek

becauseitsmybae'sbirthdayweek,wellhis

birthdayisonThursdaybutIwantedtobewith

him thewholeweekjustforfunandspoilhim,I

couldn'tleaveonFridaybecauseIhadtospend

timewithNsikatodayandtomorrowsinceI

won'tbeseeinghim thewholeweekandheisn't

takingitwell.Wellafewmonthsagomyboss



toldmethatthecompanyhasdecidedandto

openamarketingdepartmentinDurbanandhe

askedthatIheadit,whichmeansIwillgeta

raiseandalsomyownofficeplusIwillgetto

seemom whenever,howeverIhaven'ttoldZwe

aboutthis,IstillneedtotellNsikahedidsayhe

wantedtodiscussomethingwithme,his

comingovertodayandwe'replanningtostay

upallnightandbingedrink.Myphoneringsand

itsNsika

Nsika:"HalfcomedownstairsI'm waiting"Itake

myhandbagandshadesandleave,Ifindhim

downstairswaitingformewiththebiggest

smileonhisface,whyisheinajollymood.

Me:"Whyareweinajollymoodtoday?"

Nsika:"hawuIam happytoseemyotherhalf

hawu"lolhethinkshissmartthisone.

Me:"lies,sowherearewegoing?"IsayonceI'm

buckledup



Nsika:"Lunch,MoviesandDinnerthenwepaint

thetownred,wearecelebratingtoday"

Me:"Whatarewecelebrating?"

Nsika:"WellIthoughtI'dtellyouwhenwegetto

MuggandBeanbutletmejusttellyou,thebig

gaveapromotion"wowthatnice,Iscream

causeIknowthatthismeansalottohim he

canfinalybuythatmotorbike"butIwillbe

workinginRichardsbay"saywhaaaaat?my

happinessisshortlivedwow

Me:"wowokay,sofarfrom me,mypromotion

putmeinDurban"IsaycalmlyandIdon'tthink

heheardme

Nsika:"Iknowthat'sitsfarbut....waitwhatyou

gotapromotiontoo?Yomuziwhydidn'tyoutell

mecongratulationsMntungwaman,

Richardsbayisnotthatfaratleastwewillbeon

thesameprovincewow"Ismileandassoonas

wegettothemallIcomeoutofthecarfastgo



tohissideandgivehim abighug

Me:"Iam soproudofyouMashobane,Iknow

dadwouldbeproudtoo,usebenzileMntungwa"

Helooksatmewithtearyeyes

Nsika:"Iam proudofyoutoo,Iam sohappy

thatthingsareworkingoutforyou,fewmonths

agoIthoughtIwouldlooseyoubuthereyouare

withandpromotionandaboyfriendeven"lol

whydoesZwehavetobefeaturedineverything

thatIdoIdon'tknow,SpeakingofZwelast

nighthesoundeddownandtodaytoowhenI

calledhim hewasdown,Iwonderwhats

botheringhim,Ihaven'ttoldhim aboutthe

promotionbutfornowletmeenjoymydaywith

Nsika.

ItsSundayeveningandI'vejustlandedatKing

ShakaInternationalAirportandIseeZwe

waitingformehiscarryingapartybagandhas



thebiggestsmileever,Ilovethismanthough.I

runtohim leavingmysuitcasebehindandhe

givesmeatighthug

Zwe:"Mpandeyothandolwam,I'vemissedyou"

Me:"howareyoubaby?"hegivesmeavery

longwetkissthentakesmysuitcaseandwego

tohiscarholdinghands.Mybooiscutethough,

hekeepslookingatmelikeI'm someprecious

stone,itslikehedoesn'tbelievethatweare

here.Wedrivetohisplace,Iam totiredtohave

dinneroutsowewillorderin.Justaswedrive

inaladycomesoutofhercar,withabrickon

herhandandshethrowsthebrickonmysideof

thewindscreen,andZweisshockedsoam I,

hisshockturnsintoangersofastheparksand

goesoutofthecarbeforeIstophim,Irunafter

him andbeforeIreachhim Iheartheloudest

clapsoundever,didhejustdothat????

Zwe:"YinindabaungijwayelakabiBongeka,

whatifyouhurther"hesaysandholdsherup



byherneck,Irunagainshockhadstoppedme

from running.

Me:"Zweputherdown,whatareyoudoing?

youwillhurther"hedoesn'tlisten,thispoorlady

iscryingandhewontputherdown,I'venever

seenthissideofhim."NqobizizweZunguput

herdownnow!"Isaynowinamuchfirmer

voice,heputsherdownandshefallsdown

coughing

Zwe:"Don'teverdothatagain,Bongeka

uyangizwa?Ngizokbulalanya"Itrytohelpher

upbuthetakesmyhandandpullsmeandgo

uptohisplace,whatthehellwasthatallabout

andwhythefuckdidhejusthitawoman?

Me:"Nqobizizwe,Ididn'tknowyouthatyouare

awomenbeater"helooksatmewithshame

writtenalloverhiseyes,Idon'tcare.

Zwe:"I'm nowomanbeaterbaby,shecould

havehurtyou,sheshouldhavetakenheranger



outonmenotyou"heeethisguy

Me:"Idon'tgiveafuckwhatthatwomandidbut

nothingjustifiesyouractions,Iwillnotstaywith

amanwhohitswomen,therewasabetterway

ofhandlingthatbutyouchoseotherwise,what

willhappenifIangeryou?willyouhitmetoo?"

helooksatmewithtearyeyes

Zwe:"No,MpandeIwouldneverdothat,Iknow

Ishouldn'thavedonethatbabyandIam sorry,I

letmyangergetthebestofme,Iwouldnever

hurtyouMpandenever"hewantstocrybutI'm

notfolding.

Me:"Thepersonyouaresupposetoapologise

toisthatladythatyouforcedmetoleavelaying

onthegroundafteryouhadstrangledher,go

outandmakesurethatsheisfine,andtakeme

hometomymothershouse,Ican'tstandyou

sightrightnow,howcanyoudothat?"Iatthe

brinkofcryingtoo,ismymanabusive?he

kneelsinfrontofmeandstartscrying



Zwe:"Iwilldoanythingyouwantmetodo,just

pleasedon'tleaveMpande,Iam reallysorry,I

am notaviolentperson,itsjustIgetdefensive

whenpeopleIlovearethreatened,pleasedogo

baby"

Me:"Gooutandhelpthatladyandapologisewe

willtalkwhenyougetback"Heleftthehouse

lookingdown,Ican'tbelievethatmyZwehita

womanlikethat,whatifhehitsmeinthefuture,

IneedtoaskLihlewhattodoshewouldknow.

AfterafewminutesZwewalkedinwithmy

thingsandthatpaperbag,Inevergottosee

whatwasinsideyaz.Theladycameinfollowing

Zweandwenttositonthelounge,Idon't

remembertellinghim tobringherherkodwa.

Zwe:"Bongeka,thisisMpandeyomuziKhumalo,

MpandeistheladyItoldyouabout,Iloveher"

Bongekalookedatmewithsomuchdisgust,I

wonderwhathaveIdonethistime

Bongeka:"Ican'tbelieveyouleftmeforher,



lookather,whostilldoesdreadsinthisdayand

age?Sheisclassless,youleftmeforthis"she

sayspointingatme,didthisgirljustinsultme,

andwaitshewasdatingZwe*clapsonce*,Zwe

looksatherwithangeronceagain

Zwe:"Pleasedon'tdisrespectMpande,infact

pleaseleaveIdidn'tbringyouhersoyoucan

insulther"Shelookedathim likeshecouldn't

believewhatcomingoutofhismouth.Shewas

beautiful,slim nonotslim butthin,withalong

weaveshelookslikeshehasmoney.Iwon'tsay

anythingtoherrightnowbutsheispushingher

luckrightnow.

Bongeka:"SheisnothinglikemeZwe,what

couldhaveattractedyoutoher,lookatherZwe

Iam waymorebeautifulthanher"theinsults

keepcomingletgotothebedroom beforeIsay

ordoshit"sheisevenfat"Iturnedaround

facingherandgaveherthemeanestlook,Zwe

cametostandbymyside,Iknowhejuststood



theretomakesureIdon'thither.Ineedtocalm

downletmejustgosleep.

Zwe:"Bongekapleaseleave,youdon'twantto

seeanangryMpandeshewillbreakyouandI

won'tstopher,Iam sorryforhittingyouI

shouldn'thavebutpleasestopinsultingmy

girlfriendandacceptthatweareover".Iheard

thedoorbangIguessshejustleft,hecamein

thebedroom andIwaslyingonthebed

attemptingtoreadjustsoIcancalm down.

Zwe:"Iam sosorryMpande,Ididn'tknowthat

thatwasgoingtohappenotherwiseIwouldn't

havebroughtheruphere,Iam reallysorry

sthandwasam,IbrokeupwithherIguessshe

hasn'tacceptedthings".Icontinuepretending

thatIam reading,Iwouldactuallyleavethis

placenowbutallmysiblingsarebusy,Fikais

awayinbusinessinKenya,Lihleleftwithher

littlefamilytoherhusbandsfamilyand

NhlanhlaisoncallsoIam stuckwithhim here,



maybeIwillgohometoThembaandmom

tomorrow,Iwillseeinthemorning.

Zwe:"PleasesaysomethingMpande,Ican't

takethissilence"whatdoeshewantmetosay

Me:"Whendidyoubreakupwithher?"heopens

hiseyeswideandthenlooks"youwantedme

torespond,nowpleaseanswerme"

Zwe:"Afewmonthsago,MpandeIloveyouand

nooneelse,pleasebelieveme,Ireallydidn't

meanforthattohappen"hislying,hefiddles

withhisfingerswhenhelies,hedoesn'tknow

thatIcantellwhenheliessoletmeseewhere

hisgoingwiththislie

Me:"You'relyingandIdon'tknowwhybutI'lllet

itgoifyoutellmewhetheryouweresleeping

withherwhileweweretogether?"hefiddles

withhisfingers,Bloodyhell!

Zwe:"No,Mpandelisten..."Istophim beforehe

continues,Istandupandlookathim



Me:"Nqobizizwewehavebeentogetherfor

monthsnow,surelyyoushouldknownowthatI

cantellwhenyou'relying,butthat'snotthe

pointhere,thepointitthatyou'vebeensleeping

withsomeoneelsewhileyouwerewithme,on

topofthatyouhitherwhenshetriestoexpose

you,I'm leavingIm goingtoNhlanhlasplace,I

don'tthinkIcanbewithsomeonewholiesso

comfortablyandcheats"Iwalkouttothesitting

room andhefollowsme,Irequestanuber

becauseIknowhewon'ttakemehome.Itake

mystuffandwalkdownstairstheubershould

beheranyminute.HewantstocryIreallydon't

care.

Zwe:"Iam sorryforlyingMpande,pleasedon't

leave,pleasegiveachancetoexplainatleast

allowmetotakeyoutoyourbrothersplace"he

takesmystuffandheputsitinthebootofhis

carandIcanceltheuber,Igetinandsodoes

he.Assoonaswedriveoutofhisplaceacar



comesoutofnowhereandhitsmyside,the

windowfrom mysidebreaksandIlookatZwe

whoisstuckhisseatbeltwon'tcomeout,Isee

thathispanicking,Ican'tseeproperlymy

eyesightisvividandmyheadispainful.

Zwe:"pleasebabydon'tlookatme,don'tclose

youreyes"tryingtoopenmydoorbutitwon't

open,someonehascalledtheambulanceIcan

hearit.there'sasharppaininmythigh,itsreally

painfulitslikesomethingiscuttingme,Iclose

myeyecauseIcan'ttakethepainanymore.I

canhearZwesobbingandtellingmetohold

andthatImustopenmyeyes,Iwanttotellhim

thatI'm justrestingbutmymouthwon'tmove

normyeye.

*Zwe*

IknowIam notthegreatestpersononthis

earthbutMpandedoesnotdeservethis,what



willIdowithouther.Thepeoplewhosawthe

accidenthavealreadycalledanambulance.

Mpandeisbreathingbutsheislosingher

consciousnessandwecan'taffordthat.The

ambulancecomesandforthefirsttimeIsee

thatthecarthatdroveintousisstillhere.I

swearIwasn'twrong,thecarcameoutofno

where.Thiscarlooksawfullyfamiliarnowait

thisisBongekascar,WTF!Whywouldsheso

this?IknowImessedupbutforhertogoto

suchextremesisjusttoomuch.Theambulance

takeMpandetoMhlangahospital,Igetin

leavingmycarbehindandtakeoutmyphoneto

callAndilesoIcanspeaktoLihle.

Andile:"Mymanhow'sit?"Ifeelsodefeated

rightnow

Me:"AndileMayIpleasespeaktoLihleit's

aboutMpande"Isayholdingmytears,Ineedto

callNsika,shemightneedhim

Andile:"Iseverythingokay?Lihle,Zwewantsto



speakwithhere"shecometothephoneandI

starttalking

Me:"Lihle,therehasbeenanaccidentand

Mpandeisbadlyhurt,weareatMhlanga

Hospital"sheletsoutasob

Lihle:"ohmygoshuMpandekababa"shecries

"sheisallergictoasprineandpleasecallNsika

hemightbefeelingsomepainnowandhewill

beworriedaboutMpandethenhewillalsostart

gettingsick,I'llbookhim aflighttoDurbannow"

shewasstillcryingwhilesayingthis"Nhlanhla

worksthere,sopleaseaskforhim,Iwillsend

youhisnumbersoyoucancallhim too,Ihope

nothingserioushappened"

SorryfortheshortinsertIwillwritetwo

tomorrow

Insert18



*Zwe*

I'vebeeninhospitalforclosetofourhoursnow

andnoonehassaidanything,Andilecalledto

saythathisonhiswaywithLihleandNhlanhla

issittingnexttomelookingpissedandsad,

Nsikaisonhiswayapparentlyhisbeencrying

eversinceMpandegothurtandhasbeen

feelingpaintoo,buthefinallygotonhisflight,

AndileandLihlewilltakehim attheairport.

Nhlanhlatellsmethattheyhaven'ttoldtheir

motherbecauseofherhealthsotheywilltell

herwhentheyaresureofMpandesstate.

Nhlanhlaiswearinghisscrubsbuthisnot

working.Iam soscaredrightnowbutIcan't

breakdownnow,Ican'tbreakdownthese

Khumalomenwillseemeasaweaklingthen

theywillthinkIam notgoodenoughfortheir

sister,ohhowIwishIhadagoodrelationship

withmysiblingsoratleastmymotherright



now.AssoonasIseeNsika,Iseethathisnot

himselfitslikehisinpain,Lihlerunstousand

Nhlanhlahugshim,whileAndilewalkstohim

andgivesmeahugtoo,Ineededthat.

Lihle:"Anyupdates?what'shappening?forhow

longhasshebeeninthatoperatingroom?

Nhlanhlawhyareyoujuststandingthere?

Nhlanhla:"LangelihlesheisfamilyIcan'tbe

inside,Shehasbeentherefor3hoursnowbut

theymightbefinishingnow,herlegisbroken

andsomethingfrom thedoorgotstuckonher

tigh,that'swhytheyhadtooperatetoremoveit

otherwisenothingelseisbroken,shealsodidn't

experienceanyexternalbleeding"Howcomehe

didn'ttellmeallofthis?Whyam Ionlyhearing

aboutthisnow?Iseethedoctorwhowas

operatingonMpandewalktowardsus,helooks

atusandsmiles,Iguesshehasgoodnews.



Dr:"Higuys,Drkhumalo,yousisterdidwell,she

shouldhealsoon,shehasascarnowonher

thighbutsheshouldbefine.Sheissleeping

right,youguyscangoseeherforjustfive

minutes"weallsighfrom reliefIguess

Lihle:"Thankyoudoctorforhelpingmysister

butIhaveonerequest,thishereismybrother"

shesayspointingatNsika"Nsikahereis

Mpandeyomuzistwinandwewillnotsleepat

alliftheydon'tsleeponthesamebed,they

needeachothertoheal,emotionallyand

mentally,socanyoukindlyallowNsikatosleep

over"

Dr:"Noproblem missKhumalo"

Andile:"MrsMdletshe"Lihlechuckles,the

doctorattemptstowalkawaybutIstopim

Me:"DrcanIseeher,evenifitsjustfor5

minutesplease"

Dr:"Absolutelyyouguyscastayfor10minutes"



hesaidwithasmileandwalkedaway,Lihle

holdsmyarm asItrytowalktotheward

Lihle:"letsusgoinforthefirst5minutesthen

yougoinafterusplease".Ilookatherandsee

whatsheistryingtosay,Nhlanhlawillskinme

alivewiththelookshisgivingmeandhewon't

beabletoholdhimselfwhenheseesMpande.

Andilestayswithmewhentheygoinside

Andile:"WhathappenedZwe?Areyoufine?

don'tyouneedanymedicalattention"Itooka

deepsighandleanedagainstthewallandhe

walkedclosertomeandstoodbymyside

Me:"ItsallamessAndileandIdon'tevenknow

howtofixit"hegivesmeaconfusedlook."It

wasBongeka,Isawhershedroveintous

purpose,shewantedtokillher?"Istarttocryas

IrealisedthatIalmostlostMpandeanditwas

allbecauseofme.

Andile:"Shit!Ididn'tthinkthatshecouldgothat



far,haveyouseenher?theKhumalosshould

neverfindoutFikawillkillhermymanandyou

willbenext"Ilookedandhim nowconfused

"Theyloveeachotherandwouldneverlet

anyonemesswiththem likethat,itsbetterthat

theyremainatknowingthatthiswasan

accidentZwe,don'tevenmentiontoYomuzi

causeshewilltellNsikaandhewilltell

everyone"whatdoehemeanImustnottell

Mpande,I'm inthispositionbecauseofallthe

secretsnowIhavetokeepthisonetoo.Inod

myheadlookingdownbecauseIknowthathe

isseriousbythetonethatheisusing.The

KhumaloswalkoutwithNsikawholooksbetter

andIwalkin,Iseeherlayingonthatbed

peacefully,thetearsstarttofallagain

Me:"Mpandeyothandolwethu,Iam reallysorry

abouttoday,thiswouldn'thavehappenedifI

wereanhonesthumanbeing,Iwasselfishand

wantedmybreadbutteredonbothsides,now



youarehere,thisshouldhavebeenme"Iletout

asob,herlegwaswaselevatedbutherface

justhadafewbruises.Ifeellikesomeoneis

standingbehindmeandIturnonlytofindthat

itsNsika

Nsika:"Ihopemysisterisnotinthatbed

becauseofyoubecauseshitwillhitthefan"he

sayslookingatandwalkingin
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*Zwe*

Igothometired,theinsistencecompanyhad

cometogivemeacar,whenIsawthesceneof

theaccidentmyheartbrokeintoathousand

pieces.Itookcablingwarm showerthen

headedstraighttoBongeka'splace,Ijusthadto

makesurethatherheadisfine,I'm convinced

thatsheismad.IgottohergateandIpunched

inhercode,ithadn'tchanged,IgotinandIsaw



thatherbitchyfriendswerearound.

IknockedandZama,theQueenofthebitch

crew,cametotoopenthedoor.

Zama:"wellwellwell,lookwhatthecat

draggedin?"Shesaidlookingatmefrom head

totoe,Ipushedheroutofthewayandwalked

in

Me:"Where'sBongeka?"Ilookedaroundand

couldn'tseehersoIassumedthatshewasin

thebedroom soIwalkedtoherbedroom

ignoringherfriendswhowereabouttojumpme.

Iwalkedinandfoundhersittinginfrontofthe

mirrorcrying,mnxm!

Bongeka:"Whatdoyouwant?Areyouhereto

embarrassmeagain,thistimeinfrontofmy

friends?Idon'tdeservethisZwe!Pleaseleave"

thisgirlisunbelievablesosheseesnothing

wrongwithherbehaviour?

Me:"Areyoulisteningyourselfrightnow?"I



trulycouldn'tbelievewhatshesaid"Mpande

couldbedeadandwenayoudon'tseeanything

wrongwithwhatyoudid?"

Bongeka:"what'shernamekahlekahle,Mpande

orYomuzi?Whatkindofanameisthat?Butat

leastshe'sstillalive"haaibo!

Me:"Usuyasanganavele?"Isaynotlookingat

herbecauseI'm reallygettingangryandI'm

afraidofwhatIwilldotothisgirl

Bongeka:"Zweyou'rereallyleavingmeforthat

fatgirl,withdreads?LikeZwelikereally?"I

slowlywalktoherandshemovestothewall,I

walktillIgettoherandIpinheronthewallwith

myarm,Shecan'tbreathandbecausesheis

yellowherfaceisstartingtoturnred.

Me:"Ireallydidn'twanttodothis,butyoukeep

pushingmeBongeka,IwillkillyouBongekaand

payforyourfuneralarrangements,uyangizwa?

ShouldanythinghappenedtoMpandeIwillkill



yourmother,yourbrothertwodaysapartand

willwatchyousuffer.NgizokbulalaBongeka"

sheisnolongerbreathing,Ilethergoandshe

startscoughing,andshetriestocrawltothe

doorbutIstopherbypickingherupandputting

herontopthenIsitnexttoher.

Me:"BongekaIam sorryforthewaythings

turnedoutbetweenus,Ifellforher,Iloveher

Bongeka,I'veneverlovedlikethisbefore.

Pleasemoveonandifyouhaveproblems

pleasecomemenother,ifyousomuchastry

tokillher,IwilldoasIpromised,Siyezwana?"

shenoddedwhilecrying,Istoodandwalkedout

asIwalkedfuthuredownherpassageherSobs

werebecominglouder

Zama:"iyinjaZwe"

Me:"Yourfriendshouldbeinjailforattempted

murderordeadbutshe'sinthecomfortofher

bed,youshouldallbegratefulthatIdidn'tKill

her."Iheardthem allgaspasIwalkedout.I



shouldgotohospital

*Yomuzi*

Iwokeupwithaverydrythroatandawetback,

Itturnedfacingwhomeverwasbehindandit's

Nsikaandheissleeping,manjewhyisheso

closetome?Inoticethatthere'sanother

personinthisroom soIliftupmyheadandI

seeZwe,hiseyesareredandhiseyesare

swallonasifhisbeencryingfordays

Me:"Waterplease"hequicklyrunstomeand

puresaglassofwaterandhelpsmesitupsoI

candrinkproperly.Ilookathim andthisone

nexttomeisSnoring,IlookatZweagainbuthe

looksaway.

Zwe:"Iam sorryMpande,Ineverthoughtthis

wouldhappen,pleasedon'tleaveme

MakhumaloIloveyou,morethananythingin



thisworldandIdon'tthinkIcansurvivewithout

youMpandeyomuzi,pleaseforgiveme"he

wantsmetosayIforgivehim,Iseeitinhis

eyestheyareglossy.

Me:"cometomebaby,don'tcry,comegiveme

ahug"Hecamewalkingslowlyassoonashe

wasonmyarmshebrokedownandcried
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*Zwe*

TodayMpandeisgoinghome,Iwillfetchher

from thehospitalanddropheroffatherhouse,

shehasbeeninthathospitalbedfortwo

monthsnow,thestitchesonherthighwere

startingtohealandherbrokenboneonherleg

washealingto.JustasIwasabouttoleavemy

phonerang,thenumberwasnotsaved.Itwas

alsoaninternationalcall

Me:"NqobizizweZunguspeaking"



Person:"Itrustedyouwithmysisterbecause

shewasinlovewithyouandyouweremaking

herhappyandthenyourcrazyexgirlfriendtries

tokillher,andyoudon'teventellme?Whydo

youkeepondisrespectingme?Youknewvery

wellthatyoucouldn'tdatemysisterbutyoustill

youpersuadedher,nowsheislyingina

hospitalbedwithafreakenscaronherthigh

andabrokenleg,meanwhilewenayouhaveno

ScarsFlash"OhshitFika,I'm deadtoday.

Me:"Fika,Ididn'tknowthatthatwasgoingto

happenotherwiseIwouldhavepreventedit,I

loveyoursisterandIwouldprotectherwithmy

life"helaughsbuthislaughiscold

Fika:"Butyouarenotinhospital,sheis.Idon't

gamblewithmyfamilyFlashandyouknow."I

sighedbecausehewarnedmetostayawaybut

Icouldn't"Idon'ttrustyouwithmysisterso

stayawayfrom her"Fucknoooo!

Me:"FikaI'm afraidIwon'tbeabletodothatI



loveherandIwant..."thelinewentdeadbefore

Icouldevenfinish,Fikawillkillmehimselfif

thishappensagain,Iknowhehasasoftspot

formehencehedidn'tdoanythingtomethe

firsttimehesawmewithMpandeandwhenhe

heardwewereanitem,butifIpushithewillkill

mewhilerecitingmyclannames.FikaandIare

inbusinessheusesmytrucksandshipsto

transporthisgoods,we'vealsodoneafew

heiststogetherbutthatwasalongttimeago.

Itakemycarkeysandheadtothehospitalto

fetchmyboo.

WhenIgotthereshewasreadyandallpacked.

Shewaswaitingforme.

Yomuzi:"lookwhodecidedtoshowup"she

beamed,Ilovethisgirlyeeeses,evenwhenshe

isinsultingmeshedoesitwithasmile.

Me:"Babyboo,youlookbeautiful,I'vemissed



youareyouready?"shesmilesagain,<3

Yomuzi:"Loveryousawmeyesterdayhawu,I'm

readyboocomepickmeupNcwane"yeeees,I

putheronthewheelchairandwesignher

formsandIwheelherdowntothecar.

Yomuzi:"pleasetakemetoyourplace,Iwant

tospendtimewithjustyou"Ilookedatherwith

owe,ItoldherthatBongekadidthatonpurpose

andIexplainedtoherhowthingswentdown

betweenus,shewasangryanddisappointedin

mebutsheforgavemebecauseitwasmy

birthday.

Me:"MpandeyomuziIknowthatI'veknownyou

forlessthanyearbutmyheartfindspeace

whenIm withyou,myheartandyourheart

dancewiththesametune.Iloveyousomuch

thateventhethoughtofnotbeingwithyoukills

me,NgishadentombiyaseMantungwini"

Insert21



*Yomuzi*

ZwetoldmeaboutthewholeBongekastory

andIwaspissedbutIunerstoodthathehadno

controloverwhatshedid,Fikacalledmost

everydaytryingtoconvincemetobreakupwith

ZwebutIloveZweandIdon'tseemyselfliving

withouthim.Ihaven'ttoldhim thatI'm moving

becauseofthejobpromotionitwassuppose

tobepartofhisbirthdaygift.Nsikawentback

toJobergtopackourthingsandarrangemy

leaseissuesandsoforth.Zwecametofetch

mefrom atthehospital,hewassupposeto

takemehomebutIwanttogowithhim,I'm

goingtohisplace,hislostalotofweightand

hasn'tshavedhelooksstressedandIneedto

showhim thatwearewellandnothingwill

breakus.Whilewearedrivingtohisplacehe

dropsabomb,heaskstomarrymeandI'm

morethanhappybutIdon'twanttoustoget



marriedbecausewefeltthreatenedandIhadto

tellhim this

Me:"let'sgethomefirstthenwecantalkbabe"

helooksatmeasifhewantstocry"ZweI'm

notrefusing,I'm justsayinglet'sdiscussit

whenwegettoyourplace,don'tsulk"hegives

meafaintsmile,ayikeangsazi!

Wegettohisplaceandheaskstoleavemein

hiscarandtoopenThedoorandputmythings

first,hethenhemebacktofetchme,hepicked

meupbridalstyle,hekeptonKissingmeaswe

walkedin.Hehadmovedhismainbedroom to

abedroom downstairs,howsweet.

Zwe:"ShouldIorderbreakfastormakeit"I

don'twanthim togoanywhereIwanttocuddle,

butI'm hungry

Me:"Pleaseorderinbabe"hetookouthis



phoneandmadeacallhesatonthebedandI

heldhishandIwantedtotalkaboutus,he

finishedclimbedonthebedandlookedatme

Zwe:"IloveyouforrealandIdon'twanttowait,

Iwanttomarryyou,Iwantyounexttomeall

thetime,Iwanttostartmyfuturewithyoubabe

Iwantustostartafamily,Iwanttoto

surrenderedbyyourwarmthMpande"

Me:"wellforyourbirthdayIwassupposetotell

youthatIgotajobpromotion"Isighedandhe

gavemeaconfusedlook,"Iwasaskedtome

toleadthemarketingdepartmentherein

Durban"hebeamedandgavemeadeepkiss

Zwe:"that'sgreatnewslove"

Me:"IknowbutIthinkIwillhavetogetmyown

place"hismooddropped,uyahlanyakelo

manjeasishadileIwon'tvatnset"Zwebe

reasonablenow"

Zwe:"I'm notsulkingbabe,I'm happyandI



understand"

Me:"Ialsoneedtoyouaboutyourrelationship

withFikaandwhyallofthesuddenishe

interestedinourrelationship"hescratcheshis

head

Zwe:"Weareinbusinesstogether,heusesmy

companytotransporthisgoods"Iknowhis

lyingbutIwillletitgo

Me:"Iknowthattheinformationyou'regiving

meisnotentirelytruebutit'sfine,wewillrevisit

thattopicagain,anycrazygirlfriendsIneedto

knowabout?Babymama?Idon'twantthis

Bongekasituationtorepeatitself"
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*Yomuzi*

itsouroneyearanniversarythisweekandyesI

relocatedtoDurbanandIhavemyownplacein



Glenmore,butmostofthetimeIam

MorningsidewithZwetheloveofmylife,our

officesareatUmhlangaandNsikaandIsharea

flat.Ihealedfasterbutihadtomovebackto

mymothershouseandIhadtoexplaintoher

whyIwashereandnevermentionedittoher.I

toldheraboutZweandsheadoreshim,Ilove

theirrelationshipbutsheisagainsttheideaof

usstayingtogether.Wedon'twanttostayat

home,wehavebeenawayfortoolongforusto

movebacktothehouse,Thembamuststayby

herself,mom alsomovedbacktoEshoweshe

saidshewantedtobeclosetoherhusband,

whichwasweirdbutalsounderstandable.

NhlanhlawantstostaywithmeandNsika

claimingthatwearefunandadventurous,butI

don'tthinkthat'sagreatideabecausehewon't

understanduswearecrazy,toocrazyforhim.

MymissionthismonthistoreconnectZwewith

hisfamilynotmatterwhatthecost,hedoesn't

lovehissiblingshejustshoveshisfamilywith



moneyandnevergohome,andIgohomeall

thetimetoseemom,whenItrytotalkaboutit

hesaysheisnotreadybutifwearebuildinga

relationshipheneedstofixit,Idon'tliketheir

relationshipatall.Iwanttotryandfail,Iwon't

sitandwatchhim envymyfamiliesrelationship.

Me:"Babywhatarewedoingforour

anniversarythisweek"IsayasIwalktothe

bathroom totakeashowerafterasteamy

session,hisalsowalkingbehindme,hewraps

hishandsaroundmeandIkissesthebackof

myneck

Zwe:"AngazMakhumalo,whatdoyouwantto

do?"WTF,Iremovehishandsaroundmeand

getinsidethebathroom andlockthedoor

"hawuMpandeI'm sorry,Iwasonlyjoking,itsa

surprisebabe,comeonopenup"Iopenthe

waterintheshowerandadjustit,Istaythere

foralongtimeignoringhim untilIhearthathe



hasleft,Ishowerwhilesinging.Icomeout

whenthewaterstartsgettingcoldandwrapthe

towelaroundmeandwalkbacktothebedroom,

Ifindhim gettingputtingonhisbriefsand

puttingonlotion.Iguessheusedthemain

bathroom mnxm Idon'tcare.

Zwe:"Youneedtolearnhowtotakeajokeand

stopsulkingyesses"didhejustYESSSESme?

waitishesulkingnow?

Me:"Don'ttellmewhattodopleaseandstop

sulkingbecauseIknowyouhaven'tplanned

anythingforouranniversary"

yesIcantellwhenhelies"anddon'tYESSSES

me"

Zwe:"IseeyouwanttospoilmydaybutIwon't

allowyourmoodtorubonme,Iam determined

tohaveagoodday"lolthisidiotforgotandhis

tryingtoactcool,Iwon'tallowhim togetaway

withthis,letmecontinuegettingdressed



Me:"Stopactingsmarthoney,Iknowyounje

pleasestopandthere'snomoodhere,youare

theonetryingtobesmart"Wefinishgetting

dressedandweheaddownstairsforbreakfast.

Me:"Andwhatwouldyouliketoeattodaylover"

Ileanoverthecounterandkissedhislips,when

Iwantedtopullawayawayheheldmyheadand

deepenedthekissuntilIstoppedhim,haaibo

phelasobaLateemsebenzini.

Zwe:"Andwhyareyoumakingmebreakfast,

youneverdothatandalwayssayweareequal,

whytoday?"itstrueIdothingsbecauseIwant

tonotbecauseIhavetosomostofthetimehe

makesbreakfastandIsometimemakesupper"

Ilaughthough

Me:"IguessitsbecauseIwanttospoilyoufor

ouranniversaryweek"Helaughs

Zwe:"IwillhaveCocoPops,youknowIwill

havecocopops"Likeisanunderstatementhe



isobsessedwithcocopops,Isometimesfind

him inthemiddleofthenighteatingthem even

whenhisworkinginhisstudyhesnackson

them,Iturnandtakeoutabowlandmakehim

hiscocopopsandweeatwhilechattingwhen

wearedonewewalkoutanddriveourseparate

ways.

theweekflewandtodayisSaturdayandour

anniversary,andasItoldyouthathehad

nothingplannedandIdidn'tknowwhatI

wantedtooandsowedecidedwewoulddo

whatwedobest,thatisdrinkinglolyes.Iam

gettingreadytogooutwithmyboo,

siyokwenzanjalo.Itiedmydreadsupandlaugh

attheincidentwherehisextoldmeI'm old

schoolbecauseofmydreads,Ilovemydreads

though.

Zwe:"Mpandepleasefinish,Iwanttogetdrunk

alreadyandIam surethatyoursiblingsare



alreadywaitingforus"wellthereasonIam

takingsolongisbecauseIinitiallywantedto

wearshortpantsandbutmyscarisstillbigand

Iam souncomfortablewithit,Ineedtotalkto

Lihleaboutthisshewillknowwhattodo,Zwe

getsinasIam puttingonmyboyfriendjeans,I

willwearthosepinkallstartsheboughtmeand

awhitevestjustlikehim,hiswearingblackall

starsthoughandIhavetomentionthattheyare

verydirtyandherefusestowashthem.

IfinishandweleaveforFlorida,Cubanaitis.

Wefindmysiblingsalreadyseatedanddrinking,

Iseetheyhaveorderedmyfavourite,Vodka,let

thepartybegin.Zwelooksatmeandwelaugh

becausehetoldmethatmysiblingswillbehere

whenwearrive.Wewalkinlookingatthem and

smiling

Lihle:"Itsabouttime"lolwedon'tcareyaz



Zwe:"MrandMisspartyhavearrived,

sesngadakwa!"hahahahahIwasn'texpecting

thatatallbutwelaughandjointheothers.Lets

dothis.WearehavingfunandZwecan'tseem

letgoofmyme,hissoclingybutI'm not

complaining.IstandupcauseIneedtogetto

theloo,ItellbaeandheofferstotakebutItell

him tochill,Igettothebathroom andthere's

thisgroupofgirlswhokeepongivingmelooks,

ormaybeIam imaginingthings,Idomy

businessandgoouttowashmyhandsand

thesegirlsarestillhere,itsjustmeandthem

andIseethatthedoorisnowlocked,ohheee!

Girl1:"Ididn'tthinkitwastruewhenIheardit

andIjusthadtoseeitmyselfanditstrue,she

lookslikeafarm girl"she'slookingatmebutis

definitelynottalkingtome,Ifinishwashingmy

handandwifethem thenheadforthedoorand

Ifeelsomeoneholdingmyarm

Girl2:"Bitchwheredoyouthinkyou'regoing?



youthinkyoucanstealmyfriendmanandget

awaywithit,ngabekuyadlalwa"

OhthisisaboutBongeka,alrightletme

entertainthis.ActuallyIshouldaskthem why

thatbitchtriedtokillme,Ilookatthegirlwhois

holdingmyarm andsmile

Me:"Pleaseletgoofmyarm lady,rightnow

you'reinmyspaceandIdon'tlikeitwhen

peopleareinmyspace"shelooksatmefrom

headtotoeandtheyalllaugh

Girl3:"Uzokwenzani?there's5ofusandonly

halfofyouandfrom whatIhear,thesepast

monthshaven'tbeeneasyonyou"thereisa

knockonthedooractuallysomeoneisbanging

thatdoorbutletmedealwiththeseass's

beforeIopen.

Me:"Isaidletgoofmyarm?"IsaynowIam not

polite,Iam angryandtheylaugh

Zwe:"MpandeIknowyou'reinthereplease



don'tdoanythingstupidbabe"

Me:"Justaminutebabe,Ineedtoteachthese

girlssomerespect"Ilookedatallthesegirls

andlaughandImovedmyarm roughlyand

slaptheonewhograbbedandIpushedher

againstthewallandshefellmnxm weakling,as

Iwasabouttoattacktherestofthecrewthe

doorbrokedownandZwegotinandrantome,

heheldmefrom behind

Zwe:"Theyarenotworthitbabe,uzoylimaza"I

wantedtocrybutIwasn'tbecausethesegirls

werestillhereandshockedtheirfriendwas

bleeding

Me:"Nevereverinsultmeeveragain,

niyangizwa?Iam notyourfriend"Iwasangry

andscreaming

Girl1:"Youarebothviolent,wowwhyam Inot

surprised?WenaZweBongekaispregnant,

checkuponher"theywenttotheirfriendand



pickedherupandleft.Iremovedhishands

from meandwalkedout
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Zwe

WewalkbacktotheothersandMpandeisnot

talkingtome,sheisangry,rightfullyso.So

muchforhavingfun,Bongeka'sfriendshave

justruinedmynight.Lihleknowsthat

somethingisnotrightwhenwesettledownand

Iguessshejustdecidedtonotsayanything,

AndilelooksatmeandIshrugmyshouldersI

guesshealsowantstoknowwhathappened

butIaintabouttotellhim infrontofLihle.

MpandeordersabottleofCirocanddashandI

justknowthatitsgoingtobeaverylongnight.

OneofthethingsthatIloveaboutMpandeis

thatshedoesn'tletpeopleinourrelationship

shebelievesinussortingthingsout.Shestarts



drinkingandIwatchbecauseI'm nolongerin

themoodanymoreandIneedtokeepaneyeon

her.TomorrowIwasplanningonproposing

onceagainbutafterthatrudeannouncement

madebyZama,I'm notsureanymore.

Shestandsupandgoestothedancefloorand

startsdancing,herfavouritesongisplaying,

damnmygirlcanmoveguys,IwannajoinbutI

knowuzongphoxasoIwillsitandwatchher.

Ourfavouritesongcomesonandshe

immediatelywalksbacktowalksbacktowhere

weareseatedlolshe'sbeingpettybutits

allowed.Anothersongcomesonandshe

standsupagainandtakesthedancefloor,

somestupidguymovestowardsandstarts

dancingwithher,Istandupandtakehersling

bagandheadtoherandtellheritstimetogo

andsheignoresme,thisguytriesholdingher

waistandIthrowinapunchandhefalls,Igrab



herarm andwewalkoutallthistimesheisnot

sayinganythingandIam pissed.

Yomuzi:"Youdidn'thavetocauseascene"ha

thisgirlcan'tbeseriousrightnow,Iignoreand

openherdoorshegoesinandbangsmydoor,

sheknowsverywellhowIdon'tlikethatmnxm

brat.

Me:"Idon'tappreciateyoubangingmydoor

Mpandeyomuzi"shelooksatmeandchuckles

Yomuzi:"WellIdon'tappreciateyougoing

aroundplantingyourseedsandleavingpeople

pregnant"Iwaswaitingforthat,sheactaully

tooklongertoburstthenwhatIhadestimated

Me:canwetalkaboutthatwhenwegethome

please,Iam notevensurewhethersheis

pregnantornot"

Yomuzi:"andwhatifsheispregnantZwe?what

fuckenhappensZwe?"



Me:"Watchthewayyouspeaktome,don'tuse

thatlanguagewithmesiyezwana"Iputmy

handonherthighandpressithard

Yomuzi:"AyfokofNqobizizwe"Ipressherthigh

abitharderandsheflinches

Me:"Isaiddon'ttalktomeinthatway,mind

yourlanguageandyourtoneMpandeyomuzi"

myvoiceisnowfirm

Yomuzi:"pleasetakemetomyflat,Iwouldlike

tohavemyownspacenow"esheee

Me:"Nothappening"sheturnsandfacesher

window"MpandeIknowImessedupbutyou

dancingwiththatguylikethatwas

unnecessary"

Yomuzi:"ohwow,soyoucansleepwith

whomeveryouwantandminaIcan'teven

dancewithafly"hawuthisgirl"Iaskedyouto

takemetomyflatZwe"Isighcauseitdoesn't

looklikeIam winning



Me:"Iwilltakeyoutoyourflatinthemorning

babe,pleaseletstalkaboutthis"thereislong

silenceinthisandwegettomyplaceandshe

goesstraighttotheshower,Itakeoffmy

clothesandstandbehindher,Iknowsheis

hornycausesheisdrunk,Ipinchhernippleand

sheignoresme,Ipinchitonceagainandshe

moans,Iputmyhandonherclitandvigorously

rubitshetriestostopmebutIholdherhand

andIshovemyselfintoherwhensheleast

expects,IdotwostrokesthenpulloutandI

walkoutoftheshowerIputonmytrunkandgo

tobed.

I'vebeeninbedforthirtyminutesnowbutshe

hasnotcomeoutofthebathroom,I'm starting

togetworried,soIstandupandgocheckon

herandIfoundhersittingonthefloorcurledup

herfaceonherkneesandshewascrying,i

quicklyrushtoher.Youmustnowunderstand



howworriedIam becauseMpandenevercries

unlessshe'sreallyhurt,Iwenttositnexttoher

causeIknowshedoesn'tlikemepickingherup.

Me:"MpandeyomuziIam sorry,IknowI

messedupallam Iaskingisthatwetalkabout

it"

Yomuzi:"Whatareyousorryabout?thatyourex

ispregnantorthefactthatyoujustviolatedme

justsoyoucouldputapointacross"voilate????

Me:"MpandeIdidn'tviolateyou,andIam not

goingtoapologisefordiscipliningyou?"

Yomuzi:"Excusemeareweinprimaryschool?

Disciplineyamasimba,whydidn'tyoudiscipline

yourdicktonothavesexwithBongeka?

unganginyanyisiminaplease"

Me:"MpandeyomuziKhumalomindhowyou

speaktome"



Yomuzi:"Orwhat?youwillsexuallytortureme

again?hayifokof"shequicklystandsupand

triestorunbutIam asfastasherIgrabher

arm roughlyandpullhertomychestandlook

atherstraightittheeye,andshebreaksdown

andstartscryingandIgiveatighthug

Me:"Iam reallysorrybaby,Ididn'tmeantohurt

youinbothways,Iam sorryaboutBongekaI

messeduppleaseforgivemeMamtungwa,

forgivemeMashobane"shecontinuescrying,I

thenpickherupandandputheronthebedand

Lotionherbody,IdressherupinherPajamas.

Yomuzi:"PleasecallNsika,IwantNsika"
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Yomuzi

ZwetakesouthisphoneandcallsNsikaand



knowingNsikaheisnotavailablebecauseits

Saturdayandheisgettingitonwithhisfloozies.

IseethatZweisnowpanickingbecauseNsiak

ispickinguphiscallsandIwon'tsayanything

tohim becauseIam hurtandIfeelbetrayedby

themanIlove.WhatZwedidtomewhenwe

weretakingashowerwasnotacceptable,I

don'tknowwhyheispunishingmebecausehis

theonewhowentanddecidedtoimpregnate

hiscrazyex,Idon'tknowwhyheexpectedme

tobecalm andcollectedaboutthis.

Hewalksbacktobedandcuddlesme,Icanfeel

hismouthonmyneck,heleaveswetkissesall

overthebackofmyneck.Youseethething

aboutZwehethinksthateverythingcanbe

fixedwithsex,whendisagreeheusessexasa

toolofpunishment,whenheiswrongheuses

sextoapologizebutIam afraidthatthistime

thatwon'thappen.Thesexisgoodbutwecan't



beusingitasawaytosortoutourproblems.

Zwe:"Iam deeplysorrybaby,Nsikaisnot

answeringmycalls"heisholdmetooclosely

andisstillkissingandblowingonmyneck,I

canfeelhishardpenisonmybum.

Me:"...."HesighsafterafewsecondswhenI

don'tanswerhim

Zwe:"Iwilldoanythingyousay,Ididn'tmeanto

dothattoyoubaby,pleasesaysomething

muntuwam"Istillremainquiet.Hestrokesmy

backwithhisfinger,myspinalcord,heslowly

putshishandinsidemypajamapantsandplays

withthelipsofmyvagina,mybodyissostupid

thoughcausenowitwantstoreacttothis

fucker.Hisfingerisstillplayingwithmyvagina

slippinginandoutwhilekissingmeandnowI

am wet,hemovesmeandgetsontopofme

andtakesoffmytopandmypantsand

removeshistrunktoo,hismanhoodissobig

andready.Heplayswithmybreastswhilehis



otherhandisdownthereplayingwithmyclit,I

reachmyorgasm whilehehisjustusinghis

fingertopleasure.Hestopsandlooksatme

straightintheeyeanditfeelslikeoursoulsare

one,whenIlookintohiseyes,Iseelovealotof

love,hepositionshimselfinbetweenmeand

entersmethenhestopathisfirsttrust

Zwe:"Pleasedon'tleavemeMpandeyothando

lwam"hepusheshimselfdeeperandIletouta

loudmoan"IloveyouMakhumalo,please

marryme"ohhonotthatagain,hetrustsagain

gentlywemakeloveandIhaven'tsaidanything

tohim,hekeepsontrustingandI'm loosingmy

mindher,heturnsmetolayonmysideandthe

lovemakingcontinues,itslikewearemaking

lovefortheverylastto,itsmesmerizing"Marry

memuntwami"hegoinghardnowandthe

noisethatIam makingisnotassistingitslikeI

am puttingonfoul.

Me:"YesYesYes"withthathecomeinsideme,



thisassdidn'tuseacondom mnxm,hepulls

outandturnsmetolookathim

helookssohappy.

Zwe:"Really,youwillmarryme?
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Yomuzi

IagreedtomarryZwe,notsolongagoIwas

surethatIwasgoingtoleavehim butourlove

makingsessionsalwayschangemindabout

whatever,itslikewebecomeone,asifIseethe

depthofhissoul,hemakesmeweak.Ithinkin

him Ifoundmysoulmate.

Zwe:"Areyouseriousmuntuwami?"thismuntu

wamithisjustpopsup,itslikesomeoneis

fightinghim formyheartandhehastoremind



methatIbelongtohim,Iloveit.

Me:"Yesmuntuwami,Iwillmarryyoubutwe

needtosortoutafewthings"Ipushhim offme,

Ineedtocleanmyself."Zwe,Ineedtogotothe

pharmacyandgetthemorningafterpill"

Zwe:"Why?wearegettingmarriedmos"he

sayswalkinginnakedinthebathroom,myman

issexythoughayngeke"Stopdrooling,why

don'tyouwanttohavemykids"hawuthisguy,I

turnandgivehim themeanestlookever,he

musttryme.Ileavethebathroom andgoback

tothebedroom thengotothekitchentomake

myselfsomefood,I'm famished.Iwarm up

foodleftinthefridge,itslike3am andIam

readytotalktoZweabouthisbabymama.Just

asIam thinkingofcallinghim hewalksinhalf

nakedagainandhecomestositnexttome

Me:"Manzini,thereareafewthingsthatIneed



youtosortoutifIam tomarryyou"helooksat

meandgesturesthatIshouldcontinue"Firstly

Ineedyoutosortoutshitwiththatgirlthatis

pregnantsowecanmoveon"helooksatmeas

ifhisscared.

Zwe:"Whatifsheispregnant?areyougoingto

leaveme?Idon'tthinkIcouldsurvivewithout

youMpande,pleasedon'tleave"Isitupand

facehim becauseIcouldhearfrom hisvoice

thathewasgoingtobreakoutanyminute,I

thenheldhishandsandoutthem inbetween

mine.

Me:"iwillnotleaveyouZwe,IwillstayIwith

you,Iwouldn'thaveagreedtomarryyouifI

weregoingtoleaveyounowwouldI"Hecalms

downandIseeitinhisbodyposturethathe

wasrelieved."butthereisonemorethingthatI

needyoutodoforme"hetakesmeandputs

meonhislap

Zwe:"anythingyouwantMamntungwa"



Me:"Iwanttoyoutogobackhomeandfix

thingswithyourfamily"
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Yomuzi

Lastnightorratherthismorningdidn'tendwell,

Zwedoesn'twantmetomeethisfamilyhe

doesn'twanttotalkaboutthem.Sometimes

shedoesmentionhissisters,hismotheralways

callsandhepromisestogohome,hehasa

brothertoobutitsliketheyareadistantfamily.

Itoldhim thatwewillonlygetmarriedwhenhe

decidestointroducemetohisfamilyandhe

triestomendtheirrelation,howonearthdoes

hethinktheywillpayhislobolaifhedoesn'tfix

things.Nsikacametomefirstthinginthe

morning,hetoldmethathewasdrunk

somewhereemlaziandhisphonewasinhiscar



sowhenhesawthatZwecalledhim a

numeroustimehedrovestraighttoseeme.I

didn'twanttotellhim thatwewerefightingwith

ZweespeciallyonouranniversaryandIdon't

wantmyfamilybeinginvolvedwithmylovelife.

Nsikaendedupusingtheguestbedroom

becausehesaidhehadnotsleptfrom Friday

nightandtodaywasSundayloltrustmybrother.

Zwecameoutofthebathroom andtoldmeto

getreadywearegoingtohousetomeethis

family,ididn'tthinkthatweweregoingtodo

thattodaybutIam notgoingtorefuse.Itook

myphoneandcalledLihlebecauseI'venever

beeninasituationlikethatbeforeandshe

woulddefinitelyknowwhattodo.

Lihle:"MuntukaZwe"lolthisidiotthough

Me:"AwnowIhavelostmyrightsofbeing

calledmpandeyomuzikaMthungwajust



becauseIam datingyourhusbandsfriend,

tshisaMrsMdletshe"shelaughsoutloudlolmy

sisterthough

Lihle:"Wellthat'swhatZwecallsyou'umunt

wam'asifweareafteryourguysrelationship,

whats'up?"

Me:"Zweissoterritorial,didyouseehim last

nightattheclubwheniwasdancingandthat

guycametome,hegotpissed"

Lihle:"YesIsawthatyaz,whatwasthatall

about?"

Me:"WellIhadalittlefightwithhisex

gilrfriendsfriendsandtheyendeduptellingme

thatsheispregnant"

Lihle:"whuuuuthatslimybitch,shedidthaton

purpose,yazBongekaisunbelievable"hawu

sheknowsthisBongekacharacter

Me:"Youknowher?hayikeshepregnantand

brothermanhereclaimstohavenotknow



aboutthisdetail"

Lihle:"WellyouknowhowAndileandZweave

beenfriendsforyearsnow,soI'veknownhim

forawhileandIam surethathelovesand

wouldneverlietoyouaboutsomethingthathe

hadnocontrolover,Iam surehedidn'tknow"I

sigh

Me:"aren'tyouafanofZweallofthesudden"I

saysarcastically"anywaythatisnotwhyI

calledyou,Zweistakingmetomeethisfamily

andIdon'tknowhowtobehaveorwhattodoat

all"sheisquietforasecond

Lihle:"MpandeyomuzikaMntungwa,whathave

youdonethathasfinallyconvincedZwetogo

home,hehasn'tbeentoseehisfamilyin3full

yearsandyoucomeinlikeayearandyoumake

him gohomewooow"whyissheexaggerating

now?

Me:"Wellheaskedmetomarryhim andItold



him thatIwon'tmarryhim unlessImeethis

family"shestartsscreamingonthephoneandI

havemoveitawayfrom myphone"Langelihle

mani"

Lihle:"Hewhat????howbigisyourring,phela

yourmanisloadedheeehambaYomuzi"

actaullywhereismyringIlookatmyfinger,

thereisnoring.

Me:"Thereisnoringyaz,anywayhelpmeout"

Lihle:"Firstlywearadress,trytoputonless

makeup,makesureyoubuygroceriescause

youdon'tknowwhereyougoingandhowthe

situationis,youmightsleepoversopacka

smallsleepoverbag,packhisthingstoo,

rememberspeakwhenyou'respokentoo"lolits

worktomorrowsoIam notsleepingover

Me:"thankyoubigsis,Iloveyoubye"

Ihangupandgoshower.



Everythingispackedandreadywehavehadour

breakfastnowwearegoingtodogroceriesand

weareheadingtoPortShepstone.itsgoingto

bealongdrive,Zwehasn'tspokenmuchtroday.

WegotopicknpayandIforcethatwedo

groceries,afterwearedonewestartwithour

journey.

Zwe:"MyfatheroncetoldmethatIwillknow

thatawomanloveswhenshetriestomake

surethatsheloveseverythingaboutmeeven

thethingsIdon'tlove"Ilookathim andsmile,

thisisthefirsttimeheisreferencinghisfather,

infactthisisthefirsttimehetalkingabouthis

father.

Me:"IloveyouGwabini"

Zwe:"Myfatherwasarichbusinessman,we

haveshopsathome,hehadalotoflandand

weuseittomakeaprofit.Irunthefamily

businessesbecausethosewerefatherslast

wishes,mysiblingsandIdon'tgetalong



becauseiwasapparentlymyfathersfavourite

hencehelefteverythingforme,whichisnot

true.Yesmyfatherleftmostofhiswealthfor

mebutIhaveneverspentabcentofit,Isent

them alltoschoolbutnoneofthem completed

theirdegrees,mymom soldsomeoftheland

claimingthatshewashungryandneedcould

notaffordbeingpoorbecausemyfatherhad

spoiltherlife.MylittlebrotherSiyathokoza,well

hisnotsolittleanymore,heisadrunkwhose

cleansupthestoresmonthendtogopaythe

debtthatheaccumulatesallmonthlonghe

didn'twanttogowork.OurfightsstartedwhenI

startedsettingtherulesbecauseIsawthe

dangerthattheyputtingusinandsavedsome

ofthemoneyandImakesurethatmonthIsend

oneofmymentogotakethemoneyandbank

itforme,evensothatmoneyisnotminebutit

theirs,thatshowtheyputfoodonthetablebut

tothem itcouldneverbeenough,Iam selfish

andIbuiltmybusinesseswithourfathers



money,whichisbullshit,soIavoidgoinghome

becausewealwaysfightaboutthesamething."

hetakesadeepsigh
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Zwe

IhadtotellMpandeyomuziwhyIhaven'tbeen

home,Iknowshenoticed.Thefactthatshe

wasalwayswithhersiblingsalltimedidn'thelp

atall.WheneversheaskedaboutmyfamilyI'd

plainlyignore,changethesubjectoraskherto

letitgo.WhensheagreedtomarrymeIwas

happyinfactIwasbeyondhappyandIsimply

couldn'trisklettingherjustbecauseshe

wantedtomeetmyfamily.Thereasonssheput

forwardwereactuallytrueourfamiliesneeded

tomeetforamaloboloandthatmeantthatshe

wouldhavetomeetmyfamilyprior.There'slike

6ofusandIam thefirstchild,mylittlesisteris

doingherfirstyearinvarsityatukznbutweare

notclose,mybrotheranalcoholicandalsoa



drugaddictwhoisadropout,mytwosisters

stayathomeandkeeppoppingkidsleft,right

andcenteramaChoiceassortedmchana.The

reasonwhywearenotcloseordon'tgetalong

isbecauseofmymother,yessheisthereason.

Myfatherwasawellknowbusinessmen

aroundourtown,plusheownedafarm,he

cows,chickens,pigseverythingyounameandI

wasfortunateenoughthathetaughtmehowto

runthebusinessbeforehewasbrutally

murderedwhenhewenttocloseoneofhis

shops.Rumourhasthatmydadcaughtmy

motherwithanothermanandwasplanningto

divorceherandlaterthatweekhewas

murdered,heeangisholutho.Mydadleft

everythinginmyname,mysiblingswere

supposetogettheirshareoncetheygraduated

whichhasn'thappened,soit'snotmewho

refuseswiththeirmoneyasmymotherclaims

butit'sthetermsofmyfather'swill.Somy



siblingshatemebecausemymothertoldthem

thatIrefusetogivethem theirmoneyandI

useditformybusiness.I'vetriedtotellthem

andtheyknowthewillbutmotherconvinced

them thatIchangedit,soafterafewyearsof

insultswheneverIgethomeIstoppedgoingall

together.ItriedtakingSiyatorehabhecame

outandstayedwithmeforawhileandthenone

dayIcamebacktoanemptyhouse,hehadsold

everythinginsideandwenthometohidebehind

mymother'sskirts.WhenIwenthometo

discusstheissuemymothersaidIdeservedit

becauseofthemoneythatIhadrefusedtogive

them.Ihonestlydidntunderstandwhymother

hatedmesomuch,it'snotmyfaultthather

husbanddidn'tleaveherwithanymoneybut

everymonthIsendR6000withnofailandthat

isfrom mypocketnoteventhebusinesses

profits.Ihavesavedeverylittlecentthatwe

makeasprofitfrom thebusinesses,Ieven

boughtbackthelandmymothersoldandbuilt



cottagesfortheteacherswhoteachatthelocal

schoolsbutatenotfrom thearea.Todayisthe

dayIgobacktomyfamilybecausetheloveof

mylifethinksit'sbestandIwanttomakeher

happyIam sureitcomesfrom agoodplace.

It'sme,Siyathokoza,Mbaliwhoisonherthird

kidnow,Sinothilewhohastwokidsandclaims

itwasamistake,Londiwewhohasanattitude

fordays,Ithinkshehateseveryone,shehardly

talksaftermatricshejustsatathomeandsaid

shedidn'twanttogoanywhere,sosheeatsand

sleepsnjesometimesshehelpsattheshops

butthat'swhensheneedsmoneytobuysome

stuff,shesaidshewilltellmewhensheisready

togotovarsitysoIletherbe.Hermatric

resultswereamazingifImightadd.Thenthe

lastladyofthehouseisAphiwe,shewaslike3

whendadpastaway,sheissmarttoobutagain

mom causedustoloosetouch,wewereonce

closenowtheonlytimewetalkiswhenshe

needsmoneymonthendorbooks.Siyathokoza,



Mbali,Sno,LondiandAphiwe.thosearemy

Siblings.MymotherisDorothyShanduZungu.

Yomuziforcedmetogodogrocerieseven

thoughitwasnotnecessarybutIletherbe,she

iswearinganicelongsummerdressanda

strawhat,muhlekodwaumuntuwami.Wedrive

toPortShepstone,thedrivewasn'tthatlongfor

herbecauseherhomeisquietfar,weentered

thesmallgravelroadandIbeforeIcouldturnto

theentranceofourfarm IseeAphiwestanding

withaboyandIstopandpulldownmywindow

Me:"Aphiwegibelaemotweni"sheisshocked

andquicklygetsinthecarandgreets.

Aphiwe:"Sanibona"

Me:"SonowAphiweyoustandbythegatewith

boys,norespectatallforyourfathershouse"

shelooksdownanddoesn'tsayanythingandI

am actuallypissedshehasalotaheadofher



kodwauzodlalaabafananaye,Ilookather

throughthemirror"awusakhulumiyinimanje

weAphiwe"

Aphiwe:"it'snotasitlooksbhutZwe,

ngiyaxolisa"shefinallyspeaks.Ourgateisat

theendofthefarm sothedriveisquietlong

andIwanttomakeittorturousforhersoIdrive

slowlyandMpandegivesmeameanlook

anginandaba.AsIam aboutsaysomething.

MpandestartsspeakingandIknowit'sbecause

shewantsmetostoptalking

Yomuzi:"HimynameisMpandeyomuzi

Khumalo,howareyou?"sheturnstolookat

Aphiwe

Aphiwe:"HiI'm Aphiwe,I'm goodthankswena

sisiunjan?"shesayssmiling

Yomuzi:"IgoodtooyoucancallmeYomuzi"

Me:"YoucancallhersisiYomuzi"Iinterject

andMpanderollshereyes"How'sschooland



whatareyouevendoinghere?"

Aphiwe:"it'svac,schoolisgreatbutstayingata

communeisnotniceit'sfarfrom schoolbhuti

andtherearenobuses"shesaysandweare

nowinthemiddleoftheyardshegetsoutof

thecarandaskswhetherweneedanyhelpand

Itellhertherearegroceriesatthebootandshe

callsthecrechetocomehelp.Andthedrama

begins

Mother:"lookwhodecidedtoblessuswithhis

presence,Lifalomazinimadoda"thatswhatmy

grandfathernamedmeandmymotherusesthe

nameasaninsult,Iignoreherandgoaroundto

openthedoorforMpandewhonowlooks

scared,mytwosistersaresittingundera

mangotreeandSiyaisnothereandsoisLondi.

Ihelpwithoffloadingthegroceries.

Mother:"didwesaywearestarving?heee

hambaZwewhoisthisyoungladydoesshe

knowhowevilyouare?"Londicomesoutof



nowhere

Londi:"maleavebhutZwealone,areyounot

happythathecamehomeafter3years,he

camewithaguestbutwenayouarebusy

embarrassinghim,hayimamanigivehim a

break"ofallthepeopleinthishouseIdidn't

thinkthatLondiwouldcometomydefense,she

hardlyspokesoIwasshocked"Howareyou

bhut,goodtohaveyouhome"shegivesmea

hug,whatdoesshewant?whyisshebeingnice?

mother:"Themoneyyougivemeisnotenough,

youseeweneedtopaintthehouseandyou

knowthatnooneworksinthishouseandwena

youinsistthatwedon'ttouchthemoneywe

makeatmyhusbandsbusinesses,Ineedmore

money"useyaphuzayinilomama?everythingis

finallyinthehouseandMpandeisoutsidewith

AphiweandLondiandthemanykids.Wegosit

inthelivingroom,withMbaliSnoandMother.

Mother:"sowhatbringsyouhome



Lifalomanzini,it'sclearthatyoudon'tcare

aboutus,youcaretomakesurethatyour

fathersthingsarestillintact?"

Mbali:"Hecametoflaunthiswealthonour

faces,iphiimaliyethuZwe,Itoowanttostayin

Durbanlikeyouordoesitmakeyouhappythat

wehavetoaskyouformoneyeverymonth"

heeeimihlolakele

Sno:"Khonawhosethatgolddiggeryou'rewith,

isthatwhoyouspendourmoneywith?"haaibo

ngiyalingwa,motherdoesn'tsayanythingas

usualMe:"pleasedon'tcallherthat,yazthe

onlyreasonIam hereisbecausesheinsisted"

beforeIcouldcontinuemotherinterjected

mother:"ooohsonowarewesupposetoclap

ourhandsandthankherfordoingtheright

thingkwahlewenaZwe"Londiwalksin

Londi:"forhowlongarewegoingtolivelike

thismom,bhuthasn'tbeenhereforeven30

minutesbutyou'realreadychasinghim away,



hehasn'tseenusin3years,kodwayou'rebeing

unnecessary,bhutimom iswayinoverherhead,

bhutSiyathokozaaisbackathisoldhabitsand

hecameinandtooktheTVandsoldit,right

afterthathewenttogambleandhelosteven

themoneyhehadborrowedaroundR20000,

thosepeoplecametothehouseandsaidthey

willkillhim ifwedon'tpayupandmotherhere

soldthestoveandsendsthemoneyyousend

tohertothosegoons"Iwasshockedand

motherwasembarrassed

Me:"WhereisSiyathokoza?didInottellyou

motherthatthiswillhappen?"Londi:"We

haven'tseenbhutSiyafor2monthsnow,heis

hidinghecallssometimes,bhutwetakefood

from theshopsit'sembarrassing"IseeLondiis

tellingmefileshere,Ican'tseeMpandeoutside,

Ifeelsobadaboutwhat'shappeningathome

"BhutIrelayonAphiwetobuymeCosmetics"

thesepeoplewhydidn'ttheytellme?Ipissed



now

Me:"Whydidn'tanyonetellmethis?whoare

thesepeoplethatSiyathokozaowesandhow

muchdoesheowe?Motherwhydidn'tyousay,

youcallallthetimebutyoufailtotellmethisall

youdoisswearatmewhatiftheykillSiya?"

motherlookedatherfeet"SnoandMbaliyou

two,whydidn'tyoutellme?"

Mbali:"Apparentlyheowesthem R50k

iskweletusinyukile"yessesman"wenaLondi

yekaukuphapha"shesayspointingatLondi

whoIknowdoesn'tcare.There'salotofsilence

untilMpandecomesinandsitsnexttomewith

abagfullofberrieslolthisgirl

Me:"mothermeetmygirlfriendMpandeyomuzi

Khumalo,Iwanttomarryher"

Sno:"ukdlisileiyebo"that'srudeanduncalled

forandIseethatthatstatementhurtMpande

Londi:"that'srudeanduncalledforSisSnothile"



LondiandIaregoingtobecomefriendsItell

you

Me:"YeahSnostopbeingextra,muntwam this

ismymotheruMaShandu,Mbalithere,Snothile

istherudeonehereandLondiandyou'vemet

Aphiwe"Isaypointingateveryone.Iwasn't

planningtosleepbutIhadtonowbecauseof

theSiyasituation.Mpandewentwithtosortout

dinnerwithLondiandAphiwe,Iknowshehates

cookingbutshecompromisedforme.Sno,

Mbali,motherandIhadtofindSiyaandhisloan

sharkandtrytoclearthedebt.Thehousewas

emptytheonlythingleftinthesittingroom

werethesofas,thefridgeandthestoveinthe

kitchen.Iknowtheywouldhavesoldthe

animalsiftherewasawayIwouldntfindout.I

warnedmotheraboutSiyaandIguessthatis

whyshedidn'ttellme.

Justasweweresittingdownhavingdinner,



motherreceivedaphonecallfrom aprivate

numberandsheansweredandhandedmethe

phone.Amanspoke

Man:"Ihearrichbigbrotherisathome"now

thereareafewthingsthatyoudon'tknow

aboutmeandyouwilldiscovernow

Me:"Intheflash,Ihearmylittlebrotherowes

youmoney,Iknowyouhavehim too,howmuch

doesheoweyou?"silence,Iknowthat's

becauseIsaid'intheflash'soheknowmeor

hasheardaboutme

Man:"Flashmyman,Ididn'tknowhisyour

family"Istoodandwenttocontinuewiththe

calloutside"Ireallyneedthismoneyotherwise

pitbullwillkillme,thisishismoney,IswearI

didn'tharm yourbrother"ohShitthisfoolowes

Fikamoneyjizashowam Isupposetohelphim

Me:"Isaidhowmuch?"Iam tryingtoactcalm

Man:"R30000"Iguesseveryonetryingtheir



luckwithme

Me:"okayIwillgiveyou20sendmeyourdetails

anddropmybrotheroffhereathomeandnext

timedon'tgivehim shit?areweclear?"

Man:"Yesflashhewillbehomesoon,sorry

again"Iwalkedinthehouseandgavemother

herphone.

Me:"MotherdidInotwarnyouaboutSiya's

addiction,looknowheisintroublewith

gangsters,WenaMbaliwhydidyoulieandsay

it'sR50knxaa"Mbalilookeddown,wesat

downinSilencenowIm gladMpandepackeda

bagcauseitlookslikewe'resleepingover,

MpandeseemstobegettingalongwithLondi

andAphiwe.

Insert27m

Yomuzi



Thereisnoturningback,wearehereandI

mustsayit'snotnice,ekabewhatwasIdoing,

Zwehasbeenfightingwithhisfamilysincewe

methislittlesisterejolabythegate.Iwas

shockedthatshewasatUkzn,Zwenever

mentionedit,Ilikeher,Aphiwe,shewasthefirst

oneImet.Theminutewearrivedatavery

beautifulfarm houseaverybeautifuloldlady

cameoutandstoodbythedoorandZwehad

anannoyedlookon,Aphiwegotoutandhelped

withthegroceries.Ilistentoherthrowing

insultsathim andnowIunderstandforthevery

firsttimewhyhehatesthisplace,twoladies

weresittingunderatreeandalotofkidscame

tothecar,agirlwholooksalotlikeAphiwe

cameoutofnowhereandstoppedhermother

from throwingallthoseinsultsshecameand

gaveZweahugandIcouldtellthathewas

surprised.Zwewentinsidewithhissistersand

theirmotherleavingmeoutsidewithAphiwe

thegirlwhohasjustbeenintroducedasLondi.I



stayedoutsideforawhilewithAphiwe,Londi

andthekids,theyshowedmearoundthefarm,

therearesomanytreeshere,Igotmyself

bananasandberries,Ilookedlikeachild.Isaw

thecows,therearesomanyanimalsherethey

evenhaveafewhorses.Iwentbackaroundto

checkonZwe,Londihadleftusawhileago,I

wenttothehouseandsatnextZwewiththat

plasticofberriesandhesmilledatme.His

sisterswerebeingrudeandYomuziinsideme

wantedtorespondbutIrememberedLihle's

words'Speakwhenyou'respokento'soIkept

mymouthshut.Iwenttothekitchenwith

AphiweandLondiandstartedcookingbecause

thatlivingroom wasuncomfortableZwewas

loosingit.Thefridgewasemptyandtherewere

kidsinthishouse,whatwe'retheyeating,what

we'rethesepeoplegoingtoeattonighthadwe

notarrived.Iwashedthefruitwecamewithand

puredjuiceandgaveittoAphiwetotakeitto

thelivingroom.Itookoutthechipsandsweets



andgavethem tothekids.ThenIstarted

cookingwithAphiwehelping.

Aphiwe:"ThankyouformakingBhuticome"I

lookedatherwithaconfusedlookputtingmy

eyebrowstogether"Iknowitwasnothisidea

sisi,thelasttimehewasherethingswerenot

goodSiyahadstolenandsoldhisstuffandhe

sworehewouldneversetfoothere.Evenwhen

wesawhiscar,weknewthatitwasgoingto

theshops,evenwhensomeoneisbuyingstock

hewouldrathersendsomeoneelse"Ilookedat

herandsmiledather,thisisjustsad.

Me:"Whatdoyoustudyatvarsity,youknowmy

sisterisalectureratther."Ihadtochangethe

subject

Aphiwe:"IdoPoliticsandEconomics,Iwanted

todoEconomicsonlybutIdidn'tqualifysoI'll

bejoiningthemainstream nextyear"shesaid

beamingyoucouldhearhervoicebeamingthat

shereallylovedeconomics



Me:"Allthebest,youshouldcomevisitonyour

weekendsandwewillgettoknoweachother"

Shewidenedhersmile

Aphiwe:"thatwouldbegreat,areyousurebhut

Zwewon'tmind?"

Me:"Iknowhewon't,helpmedishthisfood"

shehelpedmewiththedishingandLondi

helpedwiththeserving,everyonehaddinner

whileZwewasonthephonehelookedvery

angrybutwascalm overthephone.Itwaslate

andIknewthatwewerenotgoingbackto

DurbanplustherewasapossibilityofSiya

beingreturned.

Zwe:"comeletmeshowyouwherewewill

sleep,I'm sureyou'retired"IwastiredandI

neededawarm bathwewenttothecarandI

tookmybagandI'm gladIlistenedtoLihle,I

needtocallNsikaI'm surehisworried.Wewent

toZwetworoom flatwhichwasoutsidethe

mainhouse,hechangedthebedcoversthen



therewasaknock,itwasLondiwithasmall

bathingtub,Zwetookandthankedher.Iwas

tiredyesses!

Zwe:"wozangikugeze"lolthisidiot,hecameto

meandundressedmeandtookmytowelsand

putthem inthehotwaterandputsomesaltsin,

lolsnob.Hewashedmybodyandwipeditclean

andhelpedmeputonmypajamas.

Me:"aren'tyougoingtowashyourself?"turned

andlookedatme

Zwe:"haaibongigezileekseni,futhiIdidn'tfall

anywheresoI'm notdirty"hahhahthisidiot.

"ThankyouMpandeforbringingmehome,

thesepeoplearesomessedupthough,my

mom justkeepsmessingupwithmysiblings,

shespoilsthem toomuchlookatSiya,hisin

troublewiththewrongtypeofpeople,myfamily

isn'tpictureperfectlikeyours,thereisthis

obsessionwithmoney"Ihuggedhim causehe

soundsreallysad"IloveyouMakhumalothank



youfortoday,thefridgewasemptybutIsend

money"

Me:"heyweallhaveourproblemsnofamilyis

perfectandwecanneverchoosewhogetsto

beinourfamilybutwhatmakesafamilygrow

strongisstickingtogether,youaretheglueof

thisfamilywhenyou'renotaroundthingsfall

apart,runningawayisnotanoption,your

sister'slosttheirfatherandnowyou'releaving

them,theyneedamalefigurearound,

especiallyLondiandAphiwe.Babe,theyneed

youanduyabonaSiyaisnothere"hekissedmy

nosethenmylips

Zwe:"You'rewisekodwamuntwami"myphone

rangdisturbingourmomentitwasmytwin,I

showedZweandhetookmyphoneand

answeredit"leavemygirlfriendAlone"heputit

onloudspeaker

Nsika:"fokofwenawhereismysister?you

knowSunday'sarereservedforus"Nsikais



sulkinglol

Zwe:"NsikatellmewhatwillhappenonceI

marryher,you'resoneedyandclingy"hayihe

mustleavemytwinalone

Me:"ZweleaveNsikaaloneman,heyhalfhow

areyou?SorryIdidn'tcomebacktoday"

Nsika:"Ihateyourboyfriend,worseyouleftme

inhishouse,whydoeshehavesomanycoco

pops?"IlaughandZweisannoyedlol

Zwe:"heyIleavemycocopopsalone"weall

laughed

Nsika:"Yomuzipleasedon'tmarryZweyetI'm

notready"hahhahahtrust

Zwe:"You'retoolatesiyashadanextmonth"

there'ssilenceandIknowNsikaisprobably

waitingformetosaywe'repullinghislegbutI

won'tsayathing

Nsika:"MpandeyomuziKhumalo,youwouldn't



dothattome"hisbeingdrameticrightnow.

Me:"You'rebeingdramaticNsika,Iwillseeyou

tomorrowitgotlatesowecouldn'tcomeback

soIwon'tbeseeingyouatworktomorrow

alright?"

Nsika:"okaygoodnight,ImissyouandIlove

you,Zwestopansweringmysistersphone,uma

ngifunawenangizokfonela"

Zwe:"Fuseg"

Nsika:"Nawe"theybothlaugh.

ThefollowingmorningwewokeupZwewentto

fetchwaterformetobath,Icleanupthengoto

themainhousetomakebreakfast,thekidsare

upsoImakeporridgeforthem andfeedthem

whileImakebreakfastforeveryone,English

breakfast.IwenttowakeZweupforbreakfast

sowecouldleave,Ifoundeveryonealready

eatingsowejoined.

Londi:"BhutiIam leavingwithyou"shesaid



withtearsthreateninghereyesandhervoice

shaking.

MamZungu:"You'renotgoinganywhereyoung

lady,whowillcleanthishouse?"Zwewasquiet

Londi:"mom thosemenalmostrapedmeand

allyoucareaboutiswhosegoingtocleanthis

house"MamZungu'seyesfellonthefloorand

Zwe'seyeswerebloodshotredbuthisvoice

wascalm

Zwe:"whotriedtorapeyouLondi"therewas

silence

MamZungu:"Ifshedressedlikeallothergirls

andstoppedwearingthoseskimpythings

maybethoseboyswouldn'thavetriedtorape

youLondiwe,you'renotgoinganywhere"

Londiwewailedthistableisnowtoosmall,this

istoomuch

Zwe:"Motherareyoulisteningtoyourself?

Londiwegopackyourthingswe'releaving,



Aphiweyoutoo"I'm stillquietI'm actually

shocked

MamZungu:"uyazyoubringbacklesifebe

oyosfuya"whatiswrongwiththiswoman

Mbali:"mathat'senough"shesaysinaverylow

voice"BhutiSiyathokozasfriendsoncecame

herewithhim whiletheyweredrunkandhefell

asleepwhiletheywerestilldrinking,Londiwe

wenttofeedthechickenswhentheyalltriedto

gangrapeherluckilyIsawthem andwentto

fightthem off,Ithinkshecoulduseabreak"

Zwe:"Whenwasthis?"heasked"whydoesn't

anyonetellmeanythinginthishouse"hebangs

thetablescaringeveryone,Aphiwebreaks

downtoo.Hestandsupandleavesthetable,I

followhim outandhegoestohisroom.Isit

nexthim andhejustcries,Ilethim be.

Zwe:"whydidmyfatherdie?heleftmetodeal

withallofthis,howam Isupposetodealwith



allofthis"hesobsonmychestandwelayon

thebed.

Me:"wecangetthroughthis,Iwilllookfora

therapistthatwillhelpLondiwhileshestays

withus,smallstepsbabysmallsteps,what's

importantnowisthatnowyouknow"Igivehim

atighthug.

WepackourthingsinthecarandLondisand

Aphiwe's.It'sabittersweetmomentwhenwe

wereleavingasweweredrivingoutayoung

manwholookslikeZwewaswalkingup,I

guessitwasthefamousSiyathokoza,Zwe

slidesdownhiswindow

Zwe:"Ndodafixyourself,aksiyoimpilole

oyphilayo"hesaidcoldlyandSiyastoodnextto

thewindowlookingdown

Siya:"YeboGwabini"Zwedroveoff.Thedrive

wasawfullyquiet,wegottoDurbanfastandI



wasfamished,Iorderedsometakeawaysthen

calledmytwinbrothertodropoffsomefiles

from theofficeforme.Londihasn'tsaidaword

sincethatincidentduringbreakfast.Itookthem

upstairstotheroom theywillbesharingcauseI

knowNsikawillbesleepinghertonightsoI

needtoputthem inoneroom.Ineedtohavea

chatwithLondithough,Igotoourbedroom and

findZwehalfnaked.Mymanissexythough.I

goandhughim from behindandheturnsto

kissmeandmypantiesbecomewetalmost

immediately,heputshishandsinsidemyskirt

andallthewaydownmypantiesandsmiles

whenhefindsmewet.Ifeelhismemberon

tummyandit'shardasarock,Istartplaying

withitwhileit'sstillinsidethenIputmyhandin,

it'ssowarm.Ihearhim groanwhichtriggersmy

moanstoo.hequicklytakesoffmyskirtand

shirtandI'm leftwithmypantiesandbra,he

kneelsbetweenmythighsandremovesmy

pantiesandstartseatingmeupandplayswith



myclit,histonguekeepsgoinginandoutofmy

nunauntilIcome.Hestandsupandkissesme

whiletakingoffhispantsandpushesmeto

leanonthewall,hetucksmyonelegandputsit

aroundhishipandinsertshimselfinmegently,

hewentinandoutofmeveryslowly,Iputmy

otherlegaroundhiswaisttooandhepumped

intome,ourmoansweregettinglouderand

louderuntilwecametogetherwithmewrapped

aroundme,hemovetothebedandmademe

kneelonthebed,hecamefrom behindandhe

startedpushinginandout,harditfeltsogo

good,hewasplayingwithmybreastspinching

them andrubbingthem

Zwe:"IloveyouMakhumalo"Ikeptonmoaning

"thankyouforthisweekend"Imoanedlouder

ashepushedinharderandfasterIwas

reachingorgasm again,hewentinharderand

fasterwecametogetheragainandfellonthe

bedintoeachother'sarms.



Me:"IloveyoutooLifalomanzini"helaughed

outloudandIdriftedtosleep.

insert28

Yomuzi

IthasbeenconfirmedBongekaispregnant.

She'sgivingbirthsoon,Iwon'tstandintheway

Zwemusthavearelationshipwithhischild,it's

aboyfrom whatIhear.Lihlesaysitwillwork

outifItrulyloveZwe.I'vebeenhelpingLondi

withherapplicationsforvarsityshewantstodo

Law,herresultsaregreatevensothat'swhat's

sheisapplyingfor.Shewillbestayingwithus

untilSchoolsareopenedandsheisaccepted,

I'm hopingshegetsres,Aphiwewentbackto

herplace,examsareapproachingbutshedoes

comewhensheisnotbusy.I'vebeenspending

alotoftimeatmyplace,Nsikahasbeen



complainingandIguessIam givingZwespace

tomakeupwithhissistereventhoughhisnot

happyaboutmenotbeingaround.

Todayit'saSaturdayandIam uShakaMarine

withLihleandthekids,Fikaskidsareheretoo.I

wantedtospoilthekidsit'sbeenawhile.I'm

finallywearingShortsandmyscarispeeping

throughatfirstIwasnotcomfortablebutnow

Im forcedDurbanishot.Londiwenttothemall

withAphiweandwillbespendingtheweekend

withher,ImissmybootoosotonightI'm going

tohisplace.Awspeakofthedevilhiscalling.

Me:"Mylove"

Zwe:"Muntuwami,Imissyouwhenareyou

comingoverkanti"ukuphaphalol

Me:"Imissyoutoo,I'llbethereinanhour"he

soundslikehisdancingI

wonderwhat'sheupto,Idropthecallandgoto



thekidsandLihleandtellthem thatI'm leaving

butnextweeksiOnformovieseveryone

screams,Itakemythingsandmakewaytomy

car.IdrivetomorningsideandfindZwehalf

nakedsittingatthesittingroom watching

soccer,Istandbythedoorandwatchhim,he

can'tevensee

me,hishavingabeer.

Me:"Youlookyummy"IsayafterI'venoticed

thathereallyhasn'tseenme

Zwe:"Mbulazi,cometoheremuntwam"he

sayshittinghisthigh,Igotohim andputmy

armsaroundhisneckandkisshim,I'vemissed

thisshwele.Thekissinggetsdeeperbutweare

disturbedbyaknock,Iignoreitandwecontinue

withwhatwe'redoingbutIhearsomething,it's

likeababyiscrying,ayignoregirl,Iplaywithmy

man'sjuicything.Thenoisegetslouder,Istop

andlistenattentivelyanditgoesagain.



Me:"babycanyouhearthat"henods,shuuuat

leastI'm notgoingcrazy,hestandsupwhile

carryingmeandwegotodoonlythendoeshe

putmedown,Iopenthedoorandlookaround,

butseenothing,thenoiseagainsoIlookdown.

Ohshitthereisababywrappedinalight

blanketwithanotestuckontheblanket.Zweis

juststandingthereshockedandhelooks

scared,TFisgoingonhere?Ilookathim and

helooksaway,thebabycries,Ihavenochoice

buttopickitup.Itakethenoteandreaditout

loudtothisidiotnexttome.itreads'ZweI

thoughtIcouldtakecareofhim butIcan't,his3

months.I'm sorryfordroppinghim likethisbutI

knowyoumightnotrememberme,itwasthat

onenight.pleasetakecareofhim,I'm sorry

again.'TFIknowforsurethatit'snotBongeka,

unempakamolowo!

IlookatZweandheturnstolookaway,this



pieceofshitknewallalonganddidn'tsay

anything,hecould'vetoldmewhenthat

Bongekasagatookplace.Thisbabyiscrying

too...Amadodaizinjangampela.Ngiyalingwa.

Zwe:"MakhumaloIcanexplain"thebabycries

louder,I'm justholdinghim lookingatZwe,I'm

waitingforthatexplanationwhatcanhe

possiblysaythatwillmakemeunderstand.This

childwon'tshutup,Ilookaroundthere's

nothinghehasnoBagnofood,Jizassome

somearecrazykodwa.Whatdobabieseat?he

mustbehungry,letmecallLihle,maybehissick

we

needtotakehim toaDr.Thisidiotisjust

standingtherelookingatMelikehewillpeehis

pantsmnxm.

Me:"Can'tyouseethebabyiscrying?what

doesheeatfatherofthenation?"helooks

downandshrugshisshoulders"Zwegiveme

myphone"thisbabywon'tstopcryingLihlewill



knowwhattodo,hehandsmemyphone

reluctantlyandIsail

Lihle'snumber,itringstwiceandshepicksup

Lihle:"Babyboo....JizasYomuziwhosekidis

cryingthere?"sheheard

Me:"Whatdobabieseat?"Iignoreherquestion

Lihle:"Howold?what'shappeningthereshouldI

comeover?"why?

Me:"3months"that'swhatthatdirty

notesaid

Lihle:"Purity,Milknotyourmilkthoughbaby

powdermilk,thetinsusuallyarewrittentheage

ontheoutside,Yomuziwhosechildisthat?"

Me:"Thanks,don'tcomeoverIwillcometo

you"IhangupgivethisbabytoZwetakemycar

keysandmypurse"Ngiyabuya"Isayandleave

tothemall,Ilookforthisdamnpurity,there'sa

varietyofpowdermilkItakeoneofeach,



kuyobonakala,thepuritytooit'salot.asIleave

thepassageIseepampers,that'srightthat's

whatbabieswearright?IneedtogotoWoolies

andgetthisbabysomethingtowear,letmeget

thenecessities.IgopayandheadtoWoolies,I

getthoseromppers,there'sasmallbathtub,

take,soup,powderatowelletmegothatbaby

isdyingthere,Ipayandgoback.IfindZwe

sittingonthefloorandcryinginfactwailing

withthebaby,what'swronghim,Itakeoutthe

purityfrom theseplasticslookforthespoonI

boughtthentakethebabyfrom him,Isitand

startfeedinghim,indeedhewashungry.

Me:"makethebottle,theinstructionsareonthe

tin"hestandsupfrom thefloorandheadsto

thekitchenandplugsthewater

Zwe:"Mapandeyouforgottobuythebottles"

mnxm

Me:"hambaphelauyawathenga"



Zwe:"Kephi?"TFthisGuyisreallypushingit

Me:"Fuckyoufuckyoufuckyoufuckyou,

howshouldIfuckenknow?"hemustnotpiss

meoff,hetakeshiskeysandleaves,atleast

thisbabydidntverywhenIwas

busyshouting,hisstilleating.Afterafew

minuteshisasleepwithfoodinhismouth,Iput

him downgotothechickenandtakethatbaby

tubputwarm wateroverthetap,Iputthetubon

thetableandtakeoutthethingsIboughtfor

zokugeza,Istrippedhim andhewasn'twearing

anythingunderneathjustadisposablenappy,I

takeitoutatleastit'sjustwet.I

puthim inthetubandhewakesupandsmiles,

Iwashhim.WhereisZwe,whatifthisbaby

criesandhisnotherewiththosebottle,he

walksinasI'm abouttotakethebabyoutofthe

water,hegoestothekettleagainplugsitandI

seehim



readinginstructionsfrom thetin,Idon'teven

careyaz,Itakethebabyoutanddryhim,Idress

him upandwraphim upwithanewblanket,and

Iputhim down.Igodisposethewaterandthe

napkin,Icome

backandfindZweholdingandfeedinghim

thebottle.Itakemybagandmycarkeys,he

looksupandseesmeleavingandhestandsup

andcomestome

Zwe:"Mpandeyothandolwethu,pleaseeedon't

leavelikethis"Imovehim outof

thewayandleave,hecriesandIcanhearhim,

I'm notgoingback.Im beyondhurt,

Ifeelbetrayed.IgetInthecarandIletit

allout....

Insert29

Zwe



itsbeenexactlyamonth,Mpandehasnot

returnedmycalls,Iwenttoherplaceherbig

brotherchasedmeout,Iwentyoherworkplace

shecalledsecurityonme,it'sagoodthingthat

Londiisaround.ShetakescareofSiyakha,

that'swhatInamedhim.Bongekagavebirth

too,it'saboytooandInamedhim Yakhile.I

lovemyboys.YesoknewaboutSiyakhaandI

senthismom everymonthfrom thetimeshe

toldmeshewaspregnant,itwasastupidone

nightstandandIguessthecondom broke,I'm

quietsurethatIworeoneandIknowhismine,I

don'tknowhowithappenedlikeforreal.Iwent

toseeLihleandAndileandtheysuggestedI

giveMpandespace,IwrongedherIknowbutit

wasamistake,IwasgoingtotellbutIgothung

upinmyproposalandgottooexcited.I'vebeen

lookingforSiyakhasmom butsheisnowhere

tobefound,LondiandAphiwehavehelpedme

gethisclinicdone.Myboyisgrowingthough.

Bongekahasattitudefordayswealwaysfight



whenIgoseeYakhileIreallydon'tknowwhat

herproblem is.

IspeaktoNsikajusttocheckonMpande,heis

theonlythatstillspeakstomeinthatfamily

andsotodayhetoldmethattheyaregoingout

toMojosatChestervillewithsomecolleagues

soI'm temptedtogo,listenIreallyneedtosee

Mpande,Ihaven'tshavedIlooklikeacaveman,

Ievenlostweight,Ican'tevenplaywithmy

boysknowingthatI'm notcompletewithouther

nexttome.Ineedtolookforanannyfuthi.

IgotoMojoswithnyfriendssoitdoesn'tlook

likeI'm stalkingMpande,Andilesaidhewilljoin

uslaterangmaziuyaphingobahestayswith

therichoaks.Iseehernexttoherbrothershe

lookspaleandalsolookslikehelostsome

weight.Iwon'tgotoherjustyet.Sheissipping



onherVodkaIguessbecausethere'sabottle

ofCirocinfrontofher.Imissher,hersmileher

laughtereverythingguy'slikeImissherlegit.I

seeherwalkingoutIguesssheisgoingtothe

toilet,thisismychance,Istandupandfollow

her.

Me:"Mpandeyomuzi"sheturnsaroundin

shockbutassoonassheseesitmeshegoes

onwithherbusiness.Sheisstandinginaqueue

waitingtousethetoilet,Istandnexttoherand

starttalking"Iam sorryforthepainI'vecaused

you,itwasnevernyintentiontohurtyou,Iwish

Icouldgobackintimeandchangeallthose

sillymistakes,ngiyaxolisaMpande,Im sorry

muntuwam.Ithoughtthingswouldsort

themselvesoutbuthereIam payingwith

loosingyou,Ican'tdoanythingwithoutyou,

lookatme,ngimubi."sheignoresmeandnow

it'sherturntousethelooandshegoesin,I



followherinandshedoesn'tcareit'slikeI'm

notthere."givemethisonefinalchance"she

getsupandflushesandgoesoutIfollowher

andIstarttocry,eydon'tjudgemewhat'sa

mangottodotogetattention"Mpandeplease"

Isayholdingherarm

Yomuzi:"Whatdoyouwantfrom me?"

Me:"Mysondoesn'thaveamotherMpande,I

don'thaveawife,pleasecomebacktouswe

needyou"

Yomuzi:"causethat'sallIam toyouaproblem

fixer,Iam tomotheryourkidswhileyouleave

andgobecomefatherofthenation,youhurt

meandbetrayedmylove,Iam notcomingback

tomotheryourchildren,pleaseleavemeandlet

meheal"

Me:"Mpandedon'tspeaklikethat,thatgirlwas

amistakeangekengimkhombeevenifshe

comeshere"itlookslikeIjustmadehermore



angry

Yomuzi:"Souhambaulalanjewena?doyou

knowI'vehadsleeplessnightstryingtocount

whetherweweretogetherornotbutwehad

justdated,whatwereyourintentionswithme?

tohurtme,sleepwiththenungilaxazehuh?"

Sheiscrying,Nsikacametocheckonherand

sawusthenleft

Me:"NoMpandeyoThandolwethu,thosewere

notmyintentionsatall,Iaskedyoutomarryme

becauseIwantedtomakememineforever,I've

lovedyoufrom thefirsttimeIlaideyesonyou

atTashas,Iam deeplysorryforputtingyou

throughthis,Ican'tcopewithoutyou,knowing

thatIam theonewhohascausedyougrief

keepsmeawakeatnight,forgivemeMpande

pleaseMashobane"Iam holdinghertightlyin

myarmsandsheiscrying.Sheshovesmeoff

thenwipeshertears

Yomuzi:"fineIforgiveyoubutwe'renotback



together"shesaysthenwalksaway,oh

Gosssssh.

Ifinallywalkbacktothetableandtheguysare

eatinganddrinking,IwannaleavebutIwon't

leaveuntilIknowthatsheissafeNsikacomes

tome

Nsika:"Sbali,takeyourgirlngekesheis

crowdingmyspace,Ican'teventapanymore

becausesheisalwaysonmycase"lOl

Me:"kanjaninjeshewon'tevenlookatme"I

sigh

Nsika:"Shestilllovesyou,justdon'tgiveupyet,

listenI'm takingthatladywiththewhitetop

home,pleasetakeyourgirlplussheusdrunk

nowseyadelela"

Me:"GodblessyouSbali"IloveNsikayaz

Nsika:"Whatwouldyoubewithoutme"he

winksandwalksaway.



IseeMpandelookingaroundandseehertaking

outherphone,sheimmediatelydropsandwalks

overtomytableIain'tabouttopretendasifI

ain'thappy.

Yomuzi:"Zwepleasetakemehome"

Litha:"Makhumalounjan?uwucosheinjayami

phelabhekaizacekanjan"

Yomuzi:"hiLitha,ninjanguys"theguysgreet

back,Igetmykeysandtellthegentsthatthe

madam hasspokenandtheydon'tmindeven

thoughintheonewhodraggedthem hear.Litha

followsusout

Litha:"Guysawordplease"westopandlisten

towhathehastosay,besidestoAndileLithais

oneofmyclosestfriendsandtellsitlikeitis,so

I'm wonderingwhathehastosay

"ListenYomuziIknowthisidiotmessedupbig

timeandItoldhim butIcan'tletagoodthing



likewhatyouguyshavefallapart,youseeinthe

pastyearyou'vebeenwithhim,Ihaveseenhim

change.ImeanIknowZwesisukakude,andI

sawtheimpactthatyouplayedinhislife,you

evenmanagedtotakehim home,Yomuzi

pleasegivethisidiotonelastchance,lookat

him hissoskinnyandlookatthatsjavaonhis

face.I'm notsayingmoveonandlookpasthis

mistakebutpleaseallowhim torectifyhis

mistake,ifhedoessomethinglikethisagainI

personallywillshoothim,hedraggedushere

andnowhisleavingusalonebutthattous

showsthathelovesandcaresforyoudeeply,

pleasegivehim onelastchanceYomuzi"Im

lookingdownandIknowsheisholdingher

tears.

Yomuzi:"ThanksbutIwillthinkaboutit"

Litha:"That'sallI'm askingfor,nihambekahle"

heturnsandwalksawayandwecontinue

walkingtomycar.



Me:"Ididn'taskhim todothat"sheturnsand

looksaway,Idrivehomeourhome.sheisquiet

notsayingaword,wegethomeit'snotthatlate

Itrytoholdherhandbutsherefuses.Wewalk

insideandSiyakhaiscrying,andLondiis

walkingupanddownwithhim inthepassage

tryingtocalm him down,Yomuziputsdownher

bagandwalksoverandtakeshim,shegoesto

theextrabedroom ansIfollowhershechanges

hisnapkinbuthewon'tstop.YomuzI:"Londiis

temperaturehishigh,forhowlonghashebeen

likethis?"

Londi:"From eminisisibutIthoughtitwouldgo

away,Itriedcallingbhutibuthisphoneisoff"

Me:"Shitmybatterydied"

Yomuzi:"niyazikhohlwaukuthnizeleZwewhen

youhaveachildyourbatterycan'tjustdieand

youletitbenxaa,takeyourkeysandlet'sgoto

thehospital,Londi,pleasefixhisbagputallthe

thingshewillneeddoyouguyshavehiscard?



didyouevenputhim onmedicalaidnje?"she

sayswhilebarkingorders,fortunatelyIdidtwo

weeksago,weallleaveandgoStAugustine.I

wonderwhat'swrongwithmyson

Insert30
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It'sbeen2weeksandSiyakhaisstillinHospital,

hisnotgettingbetter.Zweisalsonotcoping

nakhunoBongekaubangaiscefe,toomuchis

goingon,allthisdramaseemstobefollowing

meandmealone.IneedtogetZwecleanhis

beardisgettingoutofhandhisweightisworse.

Me:"Zweyouneedtogohomeandcleanup,

umubiuyasabisa,Siyakhaneedstocomeback

toacleandad"helooksupatmeandsmiles

whilestandingup.Wowthatwaseasy,I'vebeen

withhim throughitallfrom thedaySiyakhawas

admitted,mysiblingscametoseeus,Fikaand



Nhlanhlaarenothappyaboutmebeingherebut

theysupportmebutLihlesaidsomethingthat

caughtmyattention"hambisaniinganeekhaya

niyishiseleimpepho"thosewordskeepringing

andIwillhavetotalktoZweaboutit,ohgoshI

soundlikeanoldlady.Wedrovetohisplacein

silence,I'lltellhim afterhisshower,letme

makehim somefood.Idothat,takeouthis

clotheswhileheshowers,hecomesoutall

cleanandshaved.hiseyesstillshallowthough

letmesaythis

Me:"NqobizizweLihlesuggestedyoutake

Siyakhahomeandintroducehim tothe

ancestors"helooksatmeandlooksdownZwe:

"Willyoucomewithme"hayihayiNo

Me:"Thisoneisonyou,ukhonauLondi"

Zwe:"Everythingfallsapartwhenyou'renot

around,whenIm withyoueverythingmakes

sense,Iwouldn'thaveeventhoughtthat



Siyakhaneedsthehospitalbutyouknewinan

instant,hismom wasamistakeanditwas

beforeus,balaMpande,countplease.MpandeI

needyouinmylife,yesI'm askingfortoomuch

butI'm nothingwithoutyoungibhekenje"

Me:"ZweIknowIrecountedandyesitwas

beforemeanditwasthetimeyouwereasking

meout,butthereasonI'm notwithyouis

becauseyouwithheldinformationfrom me,you

knewbutyoudidn'ttellme,whatdidyouthink

willhappen?wereyougoingtohidehim forever?

uyislima!What'sworseisthatyougosticking

yourpeniseverywherewithoutacondom,

uyaphilakahleekhanda,therearesomany

diseaseslangaphandle,I'm just25Zwe,but

youforcingmetobeagrownup"hehasbeen

lookingdownallthistime.Ilovehim though

andseeinghim likethisjustbreaksmyheart,I

willthinkaboutgoingwithhim.

Me:"Asambeni,Ineedtogobacktowork"



Zwe:"You'retheboss"hesaysgettingup

Me:"YeahIam butI'vebeenawayforawhile

nowandIhaveameetingtopreparefor,Imade

youLunchandpackedityou'lleatendleni"I

tookhishandandweleft,gottothehospital

andleftforworkjustasIdriveoutIreceivea

callfrom mymom.Me:"Mazuluunjanmylove"

ShelaughsMom:"MpandeyomuzikaMntungwa,

ngiyaphilanganyami,kadengikhulumanoLihle

andsheisworriedaboutyou"straighttothe

pointIsee."ShetoldmeimikhubakaZwe,hayi

shameI'm disappointed,howareyouholding

up"

Me:"AyI'm alsodisappointedandhurt,butI

lovehim sosomuch,howwillImotherhis

childrenwithoutthinkingthattheyruinedus,will

Ievertrusthim."

Mom:"ListenMakhumaloifyoulovehim as

yousayyouwillhavetoforgivehim,don'tgo

backtohim ifyouaregoingremindhim allthe



hismistakes,Ihearheisawalkingspookuso

I'm surehisbeatinghimselfupalready.Weall

makemistakesandyenahismistakescaught

uptohim early,butifyou'renotreadytoletgo

don'tgoback.I'veseenyouwithThatoandhe

doesn'tevencomeclosetoZwe,withZweyou

areyourselfyoulightupatthementionofhis

name,youlovehim.Yourbigbrothershatehim

thoughbutNsikalikeshim toomuchtheyget

along,ofcausethisisnotabouthim,it'sabout

youbaby"Im listeningtoher,shehatedThato

Me:"ngiyakuzwama.Iwillthinkaboutit"

Mom:"okayMakhumalo,ngiyakuthandauyezwa,

byebaby"shehangsup,mom tooissidingwith

Zwe.

I

gettoworkwhenthemeetingisabouttostart

andIheadthere.itwasagreatmeeting,letme

getZwesowecangotoPortShepstone.Iget

homeandIfinishpackingthenIheadtoZwe's.



WeareatPortShepstonewithbothbabies,

SiyakhaandYakhile.Bongekaisheretooand

Zwedidn'twanthertocomebutwhowasgoing

totakecareoftwokids.Kuthiwakuzokwenziwa

imbeleko,I'm herejusttohelp,Bongekais

tryingtoohardbutwhoam Itojudge.it'sthe

dayoftheceremonytodayandI'm burningat

thepotsngisukaimbuzi.Zwe'smom iswell

behavedtodayandSiyathokozalookswell

recovered,Iguesseveryoneisdoingwell.Zwe

hasbeenbusyhehadtofetchhisgrandmother

andhisuncle'ssotheycanconductthe

ceremony.Iseeoneofhisuncle'sheadingmy

direction,Siyakhaisbusyplayingwithmyhair

onmyback,yeshisonmybackandhehas

isiphandlaonitsmellssobad.Icontinuewith

thetaskathand,untiltheuncleisstandingnext

tome

Uncle:"Sawubonamakoti,I'm atBheki

ubomncanekamfana,it'sniceseeingthathe

hasfinallychosenabride,listentheelders



wouldliketospeaktoyouatthatRondevel

pleasecome"huh Me:

"Yebobabomncane,letmefinishoffherethenI

willcome"henodsthenwalksaway,Icheckmy

potsandtheyseem tobedonesoIswitchthem

off,mightaswelldishnowtoo,IcallAphiwe

andLonditohelpmeout,Idishforthekidsand

headtothemeetingI'vebeensummonedto

Gogo:"SawubonamakaSiyakha"Ilookupat

herwithconfusionbutitdoesn'tlooklikeshe

cares"MakhumaloIwouldliketothankyoufor

motheringmygreatgrandchild,Iknowthatthis

idiotLifalomanzinididyouwrongbutthankyou

forstaying,thankyouforforcinghim tocome

homeandforhelpingbuildhisrelationshipwith

hisfamilyespeciallyhissisters,youseethat

childonyourbackknowsnoothermotherbut

youandItrustthatyouwillbeagoodmotherto

him andtheoneyou'recarrying"Ilookupather

shockedagain,I'm notpregnant,shelaughs

"yesyou'repregnant,pleaseallowus



siyokwakhaubuhloboobuhlekinikwaKhumalo,

intwoweekswewanttosendabakhongi,we

simplycan'tloosealovelywifebecauseofthis

jerkIcallagrandchildren"Zweisgrinning,I

don'tknowwhymnxm,thisidiotmademe

pregnant.

Imanagedtotypeonemoreforthenight.
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It'sbeen2monthssinceIfoundoutthatI'm

pregnant,thatGogowasrightandIwasa

monthintoit,IwassoangrywithZwebuthe

wasexcited.IcalledLihlecryingonourway

homeandshesaid"that'swhatyougetwhen

youhaveunprotectedsex"Zwelaughedsohard



andIwaspissed.LastweekZwesfamilywent

toPayamalobolo,hisgrankeepscallingmeto

makesurethatI'm fine,shesaysI'm carryinga

girl,Idon'tknowhowsheknowsbecausewe

don'tknowthegenderyet.Siyakhaisnow6

monthsandourbondissoamazing,Zwefound

hismom andmadehersignfullcustodyofhim

overtous,hethenboughtahouseatLaLucia,

it'squietbig,ihabanjebuthesaidhewantsa

bighousesinceheclearhewillhaveabig

family.Nsikaistooexcitedaboutthebaby

sayinghewillbethebestuncleever,Imisshim

though,hehasaroom inthisnewhousewhich

isgreat.Nhlanhlatookovermyroom atNsikas

sayingveleIwon'tneedit.ZwecomesinasI

preparetogomeetwithmysisterforlunch.

Zwe:"muntuwam umuhlekodwayeeses"Iroll

myeyes,Siyakhaiscrawlingbehindhim as

alwaysandwantsmetotakehim

Me:"YouseenowhewillcrywhenIhaveto



leaveZwe"Ismilesbecausehedoesn'twant

meleavingthehouse,hesaidIshouldresignat

workandIstoppedspeakingtohim foraweak

heapologized.

Zwe:"You'rehismothernje,ufunaekhalelebani,

Bongekahasaskedtoseeusnamuhlashesaid

shewasonherway"heeewhosaidshewillfind

us,thisgirl

Me:"andyouagreed?hlalakewenaminaIhave

adatewithLihleandIam alreadyrunninglate"

hescratcheshishead

Zwe:"Shesaidshewasalreadyonherway,

that'swhyIagreedmuntwam"aaahthisgirlis

sofrustrating,shewillcomehereandinsultme

waitandsee,Iwillbeatherup.Thedoorbell

rang,Iguessthat'sher,ZwepickedSiyakhaup

andleftandIsentLihleamessagetellingher

thatIam runninglateandwenttojointhem

downstair.



Bongeka:"haaaaumdlisilewenauZwe,Ibegged

him foryearstomovefrom thatplaceofhis

andwenayou'renotevenherefortwoseconds

andhisalreadyboughtafamilyhouse,ngizwile

thatyourrootsliekwaNongomachauyawgaya"

Iwillslapthisgirlyaz

Zwe:"yazuzolimalastrongandIwilldeny

everything,keeppushingyourluck"hesays

handingmeSiyakhaandgoingovertothewitch

totakeYakhile,hewantstocometometoo,

thisoneischubbyandheavyatleastSiyakha

haslostsomeoftheweightbecausehis

crawling.BongekalooksatmewhileIam

playingwiththeboys

Bongeka:"AsyouknowIam alectureatukzn,I

haveaseminartoattendinChina,fortwo

monthsandanotheroneatAustraliafor3

monthssoIwillbeawayfoe5monthsintotal

andyouknowmymotherisnotwellsoIcan't

leaveYayawithhersongizomashiyala"



hahahahahangiyalingwaIlookatZweandhe

looksaway

Zwe:"Yousayyouhavenootheroption"

Bongeka:"HaaiboZweyou'realsohisparentI

can'tjustthrowmysontoanyone,ukhonanje

umsiziwakhouMakhumalo"isthisgirl

preferringtomeasumsizi,ifIdon'thither

todayshewillneverknowme,Istandupwith

thekidsandgoputthem withLondiandwalk

backtotheTVroom

Zwe:"Idon'tknowwhyyoufeeltheneedto

insultMpandeeverytimeyouarehear,todayI

willwatchherbeatyouupandIwon'thelpyou

ngobaawuzwa"greatheknowI'm goingtobeat

herup

Bongeka:"Ngekengishayweilenganemina"she

islookingatmeIknowZwehasn'tseensohe

turnsaroundandstandsuptostandbytheTV.

Igostraighttoherandslaphersohardshe



fallsonthesofasheissittingonshetriesto

standupbutIpinherdownwithmykneeIslap

heragain.

Me:"Ireallydon'tlikeitwhenpeoplecallme

names,you'vebeendoingitformonthsnow

andIreallydon'tknowwhy,Itakegoodcareof

yourchildandnotoncesoIreceiveathankyou,

youwalkinwithinsultsandwalkoutwith

insults,whodoyouthinkyouare,Thefirst

lady?"Islapherandherfaceisturningredlittle

yellowbone"Iwillfinishyoungempamamina

uyezwa?"IslapheragainandZweistypingon

hisphonepayingnoattentionatall

Bongeka:"Zwehelpme"helooksatheronce

andcontinueswithwhateverhisbusywithon

hisphone

Zwe:"Iwarnedyou,infactIwarnyoueveryday

youwalkinthatdoorandthrowinsultsbutyou

neverlisten"Ilethergoandshestandsup

takingherbagwhilecrying



Me:"andwheredoyouthinkyou'regoing?

hlalaphansilet'sfinishthisdiscussion"shesits

downlikeagoodlittlegirl"Nowwhatwereyou

requestingustodoforyou,pleaseuseyour

wordswiselythistime"shewipeshertearsand

blowshernose.Bongeka:"Iwaswonderingifit

wouldbepossibleforyouguystolookafter

Yayaforthenext5monthsasIwillbeawaydue

towork"shesafastlearner

Me:"Andwhenwillyoubebringinghim over?"

Zweislookingatmesmilling

Bongeka:"Iam leavingonMondayeveningbutI

willbetakingmyconnectflightin

JohannesburgsoIwillbringhim heretomorrow

withallofhisstuff"

Me:"SeeyoutomorrowIguess,sinceournanny

willbedoingextraworkpleaseassistuswith

herpaymentforthenext5months"

Bongeka:"Zweistheonewhopaysforthe



nannysoIguesshewon'tbepayingherforthe

nextfivemonths"weareonthesamepage.

Me:"Greatifthat'sall,I'dliketobeexcusedI

haveadatewithmysister"withthatsaisItake

mybagandgrabmykeysandleave.
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I'm 7monthspregnantnowandIlooklikeShrek,

Iwantsexallthedamntimeeveywhere,Londi

movedtoresshegotacceptedatukznand

staysatsomegirlsres,soI'vebeenmothering

theboysallbymyselfwiththehelpmyking

Zwe<3hedoeseverythingIwant,Icryifhe

doesn't.HeGrannydemandstoseeusevery

monthendandshegivesmeherbsforthebaby

andswollenfeet.Nsikahasmovedinwithme

becauseIwanthim nexttomeallthetimeand

hekeepshavingnightmaresaboutmeandmy



baby.IknowNhlanhlawillbenext,it'slikethe

boysalwaysfollowmearound.

Thingsbackathomearenotlookinggreat

Thembaisgoingthroughadivorceandsheis

nottakingitwell,herdaughter,Fanele,has

alwaysstayedwithmom soI'm sureshe

doesn'tknowwhatsgoing.I'vealwayshated

Themba'shusband,Ialwayscaughthim doing

dodgythingswithdifferentwomen,I'dtell

Thembabutshealwayswentbackbecauseshe

saidshewantstoleavewhenshenolonger

feelsanythingforhim soshewillnevergoback,

Iguessnowallthefeelingsaregone.Themba

alsohasagift,shedreamsofthingsthatwill

takeplacegoodandbadatfirstwedidn't

believeheruntilshedreamtaboutsomeone

killingmybrotherFikaandhecamebackshot

andwasinacommaformonths,herdreams

alsowarnuswhenthereisdangeranditcanbe



stopped.Nsikahasjustwokenmeupfrom a

nicelongdream sayinghecan'tsleep,sowent

tosleepwithhim leavingZweunhappyinbed.I

gettoNsikaandwecuddle.Ifallasleepjust

whenmydream iscomingbackmyphonerings

aaaaahwhyme,Ianswerwithoutlookingat

whosecalling

Me:"Yaaaaaa"

Caller:"AyYomuzimani,umfazonjanosaleleat

thistime?"it'sThembaaa Me:"Isthat

whyyoucalledmeThemba?toteachmewidely

duties,myhusbandallowsmetosleepuntil

late"shelaughs

Themba:"YouandNsikaneedtocomehome,

I'vebeenhavingweirddreamsandIdon'tknow

whoseindangerbetweenyouandNsika,you

knowwithguysit'sneverclear"eishZwewon't

agreetothis



Me:"WhatkindofdangerThemba?youknow

Zwewon'tagreecomingtoNongomait'sfarit's

justfarfrom everything"shesoundslikesheis

thinking Themba:"butyouarenitsafewhere

youare,tellhim toatleasttakeyoutohis

grandmothershouseatIknowthereyouwillbe

safe,todaynjalogowithNsikahewillwatchout

foryou"nowIhavetodragmybrother

everywhereIgohayithisiscrazy.Iwantto

wakeupandgotoseemybabiesbutI'm sobig

andI'm lazy.Nsikawalksinwithaplacewith

frenchtoastwithsyriphmmmm it'smy

favourite,Isitupandsmile,whereismy

husbandthough.

Nsika:"ThembasentmeamessagesayingI

shouldn'tletyououtofmysight,Idon'tknow

howwewilldothiscausethisweekIneedtobe

atRichardsbaythatbranchneedsmyattention."

Me:"GoZwewillcomewithmevelesiyakubo"I

saywhileeatingmygoodit'ssonice"I'm happy



thatThembafinallyleftthatpignxa"shewasso

antisocialanddistantlikewewerenother

siblingsnjebutIknowitwasbecauseofher

husband Nsika:"YeahI'm gladtoo,I'm happy

shegotoutbeforeshelostherself"Zwewalkin

whileweweretalkingandgavemeahotwet

kissandIwantedmore

Nsika:"eeeewyouguysaresodisgusting,at

leastaskmetoleaveyeeesesman"welaugh

"I'm sureThembahascalledyouaboutthe

dream sbaliIcan'tgowithyourwifebecause

I'm workingfarthisweek"Zwenods,whereare

mykidsvele

Me:"Zwewherearemykids?"

Zwe:"Downstairseating,andhowdoyou

expectmetocarrythosefattiesuphere"

hahhahthisidiot,Bongekaaskedustolook

afterYakhileawhilelongerbecauseshewillbe

goingtoSingaporeafterAustralia,Ifeelsorry

forthisboynow.it'snotwehaveachoicevele.



Theladywhohelpsusknockswiththeboys

behindherandtelluswehaveavisitor,Siyakha

criesimmediatelywhenheseesme,Yakhilewill

alsocrynow.Siyakhaissuchacrybabykodwa

hisamamasboy,Zwepickshim upandputs

him onmylapthenhetakesYakhilewithhim.

Nsika:"Yourkidsaresofatkodwayeeses"he

saysplayingwithSiyakha,Zwewalksinlooking

ratherdown.

Me:"heywhat'sup?"

Zwe:"ItsSiyathokoza,hesayshisheretovisit

us"that'sweird,henevercomesherelikeever,

listenevenSinoandMbalilikemenowbut

Siyathokozanevercamearound,it'slikehe

enviesZwe.butIguesshehascomearoundlet

megoshowerandplaythemakotirole.Igetup

from bedandtrytoleavebutSiyakhawails.

Thischildisheavykodwawhyisheactinglike

so.



Me:"Zweiyakhalainganeyakho"Iscream,

Nsikalaughs"Uhlekaniwena?"Ihavetearsin

myeyes,whyisNsikalaughingatme,Zwe

walksinandmytearsfallandherushestome

Nsika:"I'm notlaughingatyou,Ipromise"he

sayslookingscared

Zwe:"Nsikawhyukhalisaumuntuwami"he

hugsme,withsiyakhabetweenus.

Siyakha:"MutuMutu"oooohmychildboyjust

spoke,hisfirstwords,everyoneisexcitedand

Nsikaistakingavideo

Me:"YouseenowZwenowmybabiesfirst

wordisMuntu,I'm notmuntu"theylaugh,Igive

SiyakhatohisdadandIgoshowerwithabig

smileonmyface.Myboyspoke

I'm allreadyandIgoseeZwe'sbrotherandI

findthem talking,IgomakejuiceandbiscuitsI

don'tknowwhathelikessothissafe.Igoand



servethem,thensitnexttomyboo,thekids

crawltome.

Me:"Bab'omncaneniyaphila"hesmiles

Siya:"Ngiyaphilamakoti,howareyou"he

standsupandgivesmeahugthengivesmea

boxIquicklyopenitandit'sachocolatecake.

Yuuum,Iexcusemyselfandgotothekitchen

andIgrabaspoon,IwonderwhenNsikaleft

causewewouldbesharingthiscakenow,Iwill

indulgengedwa.

Zwe:"MpandeThembasaysansweryour

phone"heshoutsfrom theTVroom,Ileftmy

phoneinNsikasroom,thiscakeisdoingthe

mostyeeeses!limnandi,Zwewalksinandtakes

mycake,Thefucccck!

aaaaahwhat'shappeningtomy,I'm gettinghot

flashes,ohgoshwhat'shappeningtome,it's

likesomethingiscuttingthroughmybelly.



Me:"ZweI'm notfeelingokay,aaaaahmy

tummieispainfulaaaah"Iscream andis

panickinghisbrotherisjuststandingtherewith

asmileonhisface,"Zwemybaby,pleasesave

mybaby"Ifaint

Insert33

MynameisFikaKhumalo,wellIwon'tgo

throughmyfamilytreeasyoumightknowIam

theeldestoutofthesixsiblingsIhave.Mydad

andIwerequietclosebutGoddecidedtotake

him andleftmewithahugeresponsibilityof

takingcareofmysiblingsandmymother,Iwas

fortunatethathetaughtmealltheropesofhis

businesseseventheillegalonesthatonlyIand

Nhlanhlaknowabout.Myfatherwasa

notoriousbusinessmaninZululand,hehad

shopseverywhereandwasalsoI'm thetaxi

businessbutlaternegateditforthedrug

businessthatIconcurrentlyrunwithNhlanhla



whohappenstoaqualifiedmedicaldoctor.

EveryoneinKzn,Johannesburg,Mozambique

andSwazilandbuysfrom theKhumalosweare

thesuppliers,Igetmymerchandisefrom Kenya

from agoodbusinessallythatmydadmet

whilehewasthereduringApartheid.The

businessesaredoingwelleveryonesticksto

theirterritory.

FlashwhohappenstobeZwe,andImetwhen

hewasstartinghisbusiness.Theguyissmart,

fastandbrave.Histoosmartactuallyforhis

owngood.Heneededsomecashtostartand

didn'twanttouchhisfamilyfundssohecame

tomewithabusinessproposalwherehe

showedmehiscomputerskills.Aftermyfather

diedafewofouralliesdidnottrustmeand

tooktheirbusinesselsewhereleavingmeclose

tobankruptcy,IhadaplanandFlashwasmy

solution.DadandIhaddoneafewHeists



beforebutthatwassohecouldteachcertain

things,nowIneededthemoneyandIhadtobe

smart.ItoldFlashIwouldhelphim underone

condition,andthatwasfortohelpuswithhis

computerskillsandboy,thelittlemandid

MAGIC!atfirsthewasourtechGuyuntilour

lastheistwhereNhlanhlacouldcomebecause

hewasoncallandhim leavingwouldraisea

fewflags.Againthemanoutdidhimself.Now

howusehiscompanyforourshipmentfrom

RussiaandBrazil.ThathowIknowhim,hisour

gotoguy.

NowyouknowtheshockIgotwhenImethim

atLihlesplacewhenhearrivedwithYomuzi.I

don'twantcriminalsnearmyfamilyandhis

brotherisanannoyingaddictwhogamblesat

allmyspots.Hissavedhim somanytimesbut

hejustkeepscomingback.IcalledFlashwhen

Isawthathewasinterestedinmysister,told



him tobackoffandasIsaidhewasbraveIwas

notlyingcausethelittleshittoldhewasinllove

andIcouldn'tbelieveit.Icalledhim againwhen

Iheardthathispatheticexgirlfriendhadtriedto

killmysisterandherefusedtobackoff.Iwent

toseemysisterinhospitalandsawhowhappy

shewasatthementionofhisname,Idecided

todecidedtoletitgobecauseYomuziwas

clearlyhappyandshedeservedhappinessafter

herdickheadexbrokeher.Istillhavetosort

thatoneout,I'vebeensobusy,inandoutofthe

countrythatIhaven'thadtimetopayhim avisit

butweallnowtheZulusay'Icalaaliboli'.

Ijustarrivedfrom ColombiawhenIgotaphone

callfrom Lihlewhowascrying.NowIdon'tcare

whoyouareIwillkillyouformyfamily.Iask

hertoCalm downsoIcouldhearherandshe

tellsmeYomuziisinHospitalfightingforher

lifeandherbaby,Iwonderwhathasthisboy



donetomysisternow.ItellherIwillbetherein

afewcauseIstillhadtocatchaflightfrom

Johannesburg.ItrytocallZwewhenhedoesn't

answerIdecidenottryagainbecauseIknowhe

canhardlyfunctionwithoutmysistersoI'm

surehisbreakingdowninsteadofbeingaman

nxaa.IdecidetocallThembabecauseIknow

sheknowsandisthecalm oneoutofallmy

siblingsandshedreamsofbadthingssoI'm

suresheknewaboutthisandprobablydidwarn

Yomuzibutasusualsheneverlistens.Icallher

andindeedsheisinformedshetellsmethe

wholestory.Iam pisseduptothehighestlevel

ofpistivity.ifZwecannotprotectmysister

from evenhisfamily,thenI'm afraidIdon'teven

trusthim withourregularenemies.

Yomuzihasbeeninhospitalforalmost2weeks

nowsheisnotwakingup.ThebabyisFineshe

delivered,theyhadaC-sectiondoneonherto



savethebaby.Wewereblessedwithababygirl

whoisalsofightingforherlife,theDoctors

don'tknowwhatiswrongwiththem soweall

stayinthathospital.AsItoldyouthatmanmy

sisterisgoingtomarryisnotfunctioning.He

haslostweighthisevenayellowbonenowhe

practicallylivesinthishoapital.Iheardhis

brotherdidthistoYomuzi,I'm waitingfor

YomuzitowakeupsoIcankillthisaddictand

moveonwithlife.Ngizomtshengisaabantu.

Iam FikanokuthulaPitbullKhumaloandnoone

messeswithmyfamilyandlivestotellthetale.

Insert34

Insert34

Fika

Me:"Theproblem isthatyoudon'trespect

women,yousayyoulovethem whileyouare

dealingwithfatherissuesthinkingwomenWill



closethegapofyourabsentparents.Another

majorproblem wehaveathandisthatmenare

entitled,youthinktheworldowesyou,yougo

aroundhurtingpeopleandthinkyoucanmove

onwithLife,wellI'vegotNewsforyou,noone

hurtsmyfamilyandlivestotellthetale"Weare

atthewarehousewithmyboys,withmethereis

ThatoandSiyathokoza,Ihaveimportant

lessonsforthem pitytheywon'tbesharing

thoselessonswithanyoneafterI'm donewith

you."IrespectpeoplethatswhyIexpectthe

samefrom them too.Theproblem withyou

littleboysisthatyouhavenorespect

whatsoever,mysister'sarequeensandItreat

them likethatandthenyouthinkyoucancome

hearandruintheirhearts"Iwantthem toknow

whytheyarehearespeciallyThato,Siyabonga

isnotscaredatallbutsoonhewillbescare.

Thato:"Itwasnevermyintentiontohurtyour

sisterIreallylovedherbutIalreadyhadabride



athomeand..."Istophim beforehecontinues

causehisgoingtopissmeoffrealquick

Me:"I'm notakidsodon'tyoudaretrymeyou

peaceofshit,Icanneverkilleveryonewho

breaksmysister'sheartsbutIwillcanalways

allthoseImanagetocatchlikeyou"Heopens

hiseyeswideshowingshockIguessit'sthe

'Kill'partthatheheardlolthississy."Yousee

wenadoda,Im reallyprotectiveofmyfamily

that'swhatmyfathertoldmetodosoyou

brokemysister'sheartandIbreakyourbodytill

death,youseeafteryoubrokehershewasin

theLooneyhouseformonthsshealmostlostit

andyouwereinyourhoneymoon.I'm notdoing

thiscauseI'm petty"IchucklebecauseIknow

I'm pettyI'm justusingthem asadistractionto

avoidthesituationathomewithYomuzi"Iam

sendingamessageouttheretopeoplewho

don'tknowme,andthosewhohaveforgotten

meandthinktheycangetawaywithmessing



withmyfamily"Itakeoutgardenscissors,yes

thosebigones"nowwhatwewilldois:Icut

anypartofyourbody,beitafingeroranarm,

anythingthatIfeellikeactually,allthosebody

partswillrepresentthenumberofmonthsmy

sisterstayedinthehospital,allthenight'sshe

criedandletmenotforgettomentionthefact

thatyousleptwithNsikasgirlfriend,youarea

disgustinghumanbeing"withthatsaidItake

outaknifefrom mypocketandIcutoffhisear

"that'sfornotlisteningtomewhenIwarned

youaboutdatingandhurtingmysister"hecried

soloudthatSiyathokozapeedohimselflolthis

coward.SomeonewalksinasIam wipingmy

knife"Ohit'syou"IsaycontinuingwithwhatI

am doing

Nhlanhla:"You'resuchabore,youstarted

withoutme,letmeseethedamage"hegoesto

Thatoandliftshisheadupandhehelaughs

"Youseewhathappensifyoudontlisten,



siyaysikaindlebebecauseyoupeopledon't

knowhowtouseyourear"Thisniggaiscrying

likeabitch.Nhlanhlawalksawayandgoesto

takeachair.

Me:"Nowletcontinue,Iwantedtotakeoutyour

eyesbutthenyouwilldieimmediatelythepain

istoomuchsoIwon'ttakethem outjustyet"I

walkedtothetableandtookoutmyhammer

andNhlanhlachuckles

Nhlanhla:"You'regonnaget,youwillwishyou

nevermetYomuzi"IwalkbacktoThatoand

takehishandandputitontopofthetableandI

tellhim notmovebecausehewillruinmyoak

table,Ihithishandsohardwiththehammer

andIhearhisfingerspop.

Me:"yourhandhavetraumatizedmysisterthat

ringyou'rewearingcrushedhersoul,Iwillcrush

yourhandsjustlikeyoucrushedherheart,Iwill

crushthathandthatputaringonanother

womanleavingmysistercryingaloneatnight,I



wantyoutoknowthatezinyeiyntombiayzalwa

zodwa"thismaniswailingandIcan'tgivetwo

shits,theywillknowme."Iwanttocrushthose

feetthatwalkedoutleavingherinbedwhile

goingtomarryyourlittleswearheart,thenIwill

takeoutyourheartwhileyou'restillalive

becauseyoureallydon'tknowhowtouse"Isay

thiswhileIhithisotherhand.

ITSSHORTBUTI'M STILLCAUGHTUPFROM

TOMORROW IWILLBEBACKONTRACK

Insert35

Zwe

It'sbeenamonthnow,mylittlegirlisinan

incubatorandhermotherisnotwakingup,

SiyakhaandYakhilearealsodoingthemost,



Mpandeknewhowtotakecareofthem they

arejustrestless,worsetheyareteething,Iknow

Siyakhaisrestlessbecausetheonlymothershe

knowshasjustlefthim.Gogocomeinalmost

runningtowardsme,Iam relievedtoseeherI

haveonlymanagetocallBabo'mncaneBhekiI

guesshecalledGogoandtoldher.Assoonas

shereachesme,Ican'tholdmytearsIletthem

allout.

Me:"Gogowhydotheyhatemesomuch,what

haveIdonetoSiyathokozathathehatesmeso

much?"kuthiwaindodaaykhalibutthisistoo

much,Ineedpeace.

Gogo:"Shhhhdon'tcrymychild,Iknowwhatto

do,Iwillsavethem,yourancestorswillalways

showmeasolutionIhaveitherewithmedon't

cryLifatheywillbejustfine,Iwishyouguys

hadtoldmeearlier"shesayshuggingme



Me:"GogoIdidn'tknowwhattodo,whydoes

Siyathokozahateme,haveInotbailedhim out

ofallhistroubles,evenafterhehadstolenfrom

meIgavehim achance..."Isaywithtears

runningdownmychicks

Gogo:"Siyathokozaisnothingbutanungrateful

spoiltlazybrat,hewillgetwhatisduetohim,I

wenttohisroom andfoundwhathegaveher

andwenttoNtulithetraditionalhealer,hegave

mesomestrongherbsandmixedthem allI

needtodoisgiveittoMakotitodrinkandbath

thebabywithitandtheywillbejustfine"Iam

reallyhappythatmygrandmotherishere,she

hasalwayshadsolutionsintimesofneed,I

needtocallThembatoconfirm withGogo

whethertheseherbswillbegoodornot,Itake

myphoneandmakethatphonecall,themba

saysthatsheisalreadyinsidethehospital

headingtowardsMpande'swardwemustwait

forher.Shewalksinandgoestogogotheytalk



andIseekneelandpraynexttompande'sbed

thengogomakesherdrinkthemixedherbsand

theytakethebabyandThembapreparesthe

bathforherandgogowashesherwiththe

supervisionofanurse,allwehavetodonowis

wait.

Themba:"Nqobizizwehaveyoueatenkodwa?"I

shakemyhead"youneedtogoeat,Yomuziwill

befinenow,youknowshewon'tbehappyto

wakeupnexttoaghostofZwe,goshave,go

outforair,dowhateverinfact"Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,whatifshewakesupandIam nothear,

Iwillgorightaftershewakesup"shesmiles

andletsmebe.Nsikahaslostalotofweight,

theygavehim leaveatworkbecausehewas

notfunctioning,heisalwaysherewithme,he

leavestogoshowerandgetfood,Ishowerhere

Idon'twanttoriskMpandewakingupandnot

findingme.Ihaven'tseenthebigbrothersfor



twodaysknow,theyjustvanishedbutmaybe

theyareworking,Lihleisalwaysheretoo,we

areinfirstnamebaseswiththestaff,Mrs

Khumaloonlycomesintheevenings.Ineedto

findSiyathokozathough,letmecallstingagain

Sting:"BossIcan'tfindhim.I'velooked

everywhereandIcan'tfindhim,onothernews

though,Pitbullismakingwavesinthe

underworlduyasinyisawiththisvideoofsome

boy,Bosshecutseverypartofhisbodyboss..."

thisguytalkstoomuchthough,butIthinkFika

hasSiyasoIam fine,Iwishhedoesworseto

him thenwhatheisdoingtotheguy,whoever

thatis.

Me:"ThanksSting,stopthesearchIknow

whereheis"Isaythendroppingthephone,Igo

toMpande'swardandIsitnexttoher.

Me:"Muntuwam,youshouldreallywakeup,the



doctorssayImustletyougobayahlanyaitslike

theyaresayingImuststopbreathingyaz.Our

daughterlookslikeyousheissobeautiful,I

hopesheisnotasstubbornasyouthoughyaz.

Mpandedon'tleavemeIam shitscared,how

am Igoingtoraisethekidsngedwa,howam I

goingtobreatheeven"Iletoutasob"Wehave

somanyyearstocelebrate,westillneedto

traveltheworld,IpromiseIwillwaitforawhile

beforeIimpregnateyouagainpleasedon't

leavemeMpandeyothandoLwethu"

Nomanhascriedlikemethismonth,Ijustletit

outwhereverIam iftearscomeIletthem out.I

neverthoughtthatIwouldonedaylove

someonesomuchthatIwishthatIwerethe

onefeelingtheirpain.Isleepbyhersidewhile

andNsikawalksin,Icontinuewithmysleep

Nsika:"Mpandeyouhavetowakeupnowman,

indodayakhoiyatetema"mnxm thisidiot"You



shouldseeourprincess,sheisverybeautiful

butsheneedsyouhey,Ineedyoumorethen

anythinginthisworld,thispastmonthhasjust

taughtmehowmuchIam dependentonyou

half,LifeisnotmovingIneedyou"hesitsdown

ontheothersideofthebedandholdherhands,

hesuddenlyjumpsupandIlookupathim

"Yomuzi,shejusttouchedmyhand"herunsout

andshoutsforthedoctor,Iam stillstanding

thereshocked,Ican'tevenmove.

Insert36

Yomuzi

Mythroatispainful,Ineedwater...Ihear

someonesobingandIknowitsZwe,Iknowthe

personholdingmyhandisNsika,letmejust

respondbecauseallthesesobsgoingonhere

arescaringme.IholdtightNsika'shandandhe



jumpsandIopenmyeyes.Zweiscryingindeed

uyatetemalo.Ineedwaterthough.

Me:"Waterplease"thedoctorwalksinwithZwe

followinghim,anursewalksinafterwitha

glassofwaterandastraw,shehelpsmedrink.

Thesilenceinthisroom isaoloud,Itouchmy

tummybutthere'snobump,whereiamybaby?

Me:"Whereisbaby"IasklookingatZwewho

can'tseem tolookatme.Thedoctorkeeps

touchingmeitslikehecan'thearmyquestion,I

willcrythesepeoplwdon'tknowme,thetears

fallandIseeZwecrumble"Zwewhereismy

baby,Iwantmybaby"Isaywhilecrying.

Dr:"Pleasecalm downMissKhumalo,youhave

beeninacommaforamonthnow,its

importantthatIcheckthateverythingiswell

withyou"TFwhereismybaby"Yourdaughteris

doingwell,from yesterdayshehasbeendoing



well,wetookheroutoftheincubatoryesterday

sheisdoinggreatherlungscanfunctionwell

now,itstrulyamiracle,Iwillaskthenurseto

bringherhearafterIam donewithyounow

stopcrying"Iam relievedtohearthat,mybaby

girlisdoingjustokay.Assoonasthedoctor

leaves,Nsikacometomeandgivesmeatight

hughisstillcrying

Me:"Sengvukilenje,stopthisyouguyslook

horrible"theybothlaugh

Nsika:"youscaredmesosha"hesaysandlets

go,hesaysthefamilyisontheirwayandgoes

outtogetsomefood.Zwekneelsdownand

startstocryagain,thisisbreakingmyheart.

Me:"Muntuwam,comehereGwabini"he

standsupandwalkstome,Ishiftandmake

spaceforhim andhegetsinbedandholdme

fordearlife.

Zwe:"Pleasepromisemethatyouwillletme



diefirst,Idon'tthinkIwilleversurvive"hesays

thenkissesmycheeks,westayinsilence.

Thenursewalksinpushingmybaby,Isitup

andshehandshertome,Ohgoshsheisso

beautiful.ShelooksliketheboysandIseeher

dadwantsrocry.Shehasatagonherlittle

wristanditswritten"NaZungu"Ilaugh

Me:"Whodidthis?"IaskZweandhechuckle

Zwe:"Me,Icouldn'tnameherwithoutyousoI

justputMaZungu"Ilookatherandshesmiles.

Myfamilywalksinwithallkindsofgiftsand

theyarenoisy,Zwe'ssistersarealsohearwith

theboysanduGogo.Siyakhaimmidiatelycries

formeandAphiwebringshim tome,hissobig

andheavy.Helaysonmychestandstarts

suckingonhisthumb.



Nhlanhla:"Mamasboylo"everyoneeruptsin

laughter

Me:"LeavemyboyaloneMalume"

Nhlanhla:"didhenotseethatthereisMaZungu

now"theyalllaughagain,Iseegogoand

ThembastandinginthecornerandGogois

holdingMaZungu,theyarewhisperingtoeach

other,oncetheyseemelookingattheywalk

towardsmeandGogohasabigsmileonher

face.

Themba:"IdreamtofyourgrandadZweandhe

saidweshouldnameherLifalandile"Gogois

stillsmiling

Gogo:"Thatwasyourgreatauntsname,sheis

thereasonwhyoGwabiniarewealthyand

powerfultoday,SheisthereasonwhyMaZungu

didnotdiewhenSiyathokozagaveyouthat

Muthi,yourlittlegirlisagiftfrom theAncestors,



sheistheshieldofthisfamily"Ilovethename

Zwetakesherfrom gogoandlooksather

Me:"Pleasedon'tcry"everyonelaughs.

Zwe:"Ahbaby,Iwasn'tgoingtocryhawu"he

saysplayingwithLandile

Fika:"MayIholdherplease"thisisthefirst

timehespeakseversincetheyallgothere,Zwe

handshertohim.Theyalllookdirtyandover

worked,NhlanhlaandZweandFikatoo.

Me:"Youguysshouldgoshowerandshave

man,siesy'alllookdirtyyeeeses"theylaugh

Fika:"fusegYomuzi"wearestilllaughing

Nhlanhla:"Evenaneardeathexperience

couldn'tstopyoufrom havingasmartmouth"

hahahah.IhavenoticedthatLihleandmom are

awefullyquietbutIwon'tsayanythingFika:"I

willnameherKuthula,I'veneverfeltsopeaceful

andpurejustfrom lookingather,hereyes

showsomuchpeace"aaaaaahI'veneverseen



Fikathisemotional.

Zwe:"SoitsFalandileKuthulaZungu,Iguess

wewillnameournextbaby"laughteragain.

AphiwetakesSiyakhawhoisnowsleepingon

mychest.FikagivesLandiletome

Fika:"Sbariawordplease"hesaysandthey

walkoutwithNhlanhlaandZwe

Insert37

Zwe

Fikahasaskedtospeaktomeoutside,Iknow

heknowsthatIknowthathehasSiyathokoza

andhonestlyIdon'tcareaboutthatpieceof

shit.

Nhlanhla:"Bafowearegoingtokillyourbrother

uyazangithi?"



Me:"Dowhateveryaz,Idon'tcaremina.

Siyathokozaisselfishandspoiledhealmost

ruinedmylifeandforwhat?angaz?"

Fika:"Heclaimsyouhaveeverythingandno

problemsatall,apparentlyyouarespoiltone

thatdaddylikedanditwasgoodforhim tosee

youinthatmomentofweakness,theonly

problem isthathemessedwithmyfamilyand

noonemesseswithmyfamily"Siyais

ungratefulyaz,aftereverythingIhavedonefor

him mnxm.Iam theonewhodidthehouse

chores,hadtomakesurethatthecattlewere

outearlyandgrazingbeforeIwenttoschool,I

wastheonewhohadtomakesuretheshops

wereopenedandclosed,thatthebooks

balanced,Ineverhadachildhoodorfriends

becauseIneededtomakesurethateverything

wassettledandsetbeforedadcameback,he

neverspoiledmeatall.

Me:"uyangihlanyelalo,dowhateverwithhim kill



him,sellhim asaslave,Idon'tcare".

Fika:"Onemorethingbafo"IsighcauseIknow

heisabouttoturnmylifeupsidedown"Ineed

youbackinthebusiness,beforeyourefuseI

suggestyouthinkaboutit,youhavethreekids

andawifetotakeoff,yourlifestyleisexpensive

andIam surethatyouwantyourfamilytobe

setforlife"woowthisguy

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyouareusingyoursisterto

gettomeandmykidskantunjanwena?"I

chuckleindisbelief

Fika:"Haaiboit'strueyouwantmydad's

princesstobemediocre,Iwillneverallowthat"

thisguywhosaidIwaspoor"Iknowyour

balancefuthi"weee

Me:"What'sthejobthistime?"

Fika:"Myman,IknewIcouldcountonyou"

hawuit'slikeyougavemeachoicemyguy

Nhlanhla:"Heists"



Me:"youguysaregamblingwithmylife,Ihave

awifeandkidsnowguys"theylaugh"Why

doesn'tNsikadothis,velehim andNhlanhla

havenobodybutthemselves"

Nhlanhla:"Nxayfuseg,Nsikaisourtechguy

now"letmeleavetheseidiots

Fika:"Itwon'tbealotIpromise,Ijustneedthe

moneyyouknowhowthebusinessisandI

needtocleanthestreets,peopleseem tohave

forgottenwhoIam"hesaysheacoldtone

WeallwalkbacktothewardandNsikais

carryingmybabywhileSiyakhaisonthefloor

andYakhileonMpandeslap.Bongekawas

supposetobebackbynowbutsheisano

show,shesentmeanemailsayingherstayhas

beenextended.SoLondihadtocomestaywith

meandthekidsplusthenannywhileMpande

washereandnowIjustdon'tknowhowshewill



handlethreekids.IwonderifYakhilewill

recognisehismom whenshefinallycomes

backbecauseallheknowsnowisMpande,

obongekabazokmangaza!Thedoctorwalksin

asIlookatthisroom filledwithsomemuch

happiness

Doc:"Iam sosorryguysbutyouneedtoleave

now,MissKhumaloneedstorestnow,Ihave

givenyoumorethenenoughtimewithherfor

theday,youtooMrZungu,gohomeandclean

up"theroom eruptswithlaughterandIsulk.

FikaandNhlanhlaleavefirstthentheladies

follow,Iam leftwithAphiwe,Londi,Nsikaand

thekids.Nsikaofferstotakemysistersandthe

kidstomyplaceandIam leftwithumuntuwam.

Yomuzi:"Howareyouthough?comehere"she

makesspaceformeonherbedandIwalk

towardsherandclimbon.Ilyeonmysideand

hugherfrom behind



Me:"I'vemissedyousomuchmuntuwami,

kodwamamntungwawhatwouldIbewithout

you,todayisgoingtobethefirstdayIwillsleep

peacefully,myworldwasfallingapart.Marry

meMpande"shelaughs

Yomuzi:"OfcauseIwillmarryyoumuntuwam,

Iloveyou,Iam notgoinganywhere,nogo

homeandcleanup,thekidsdon'teven

recogniseyouZwe"Isigh

Me:"Didthedoctorssaywhenyou'recoming

home?phelaIhaven'thadsexinawhole

month"Shelaughssohardandturnstohitme

playfully

Yomuzi:"OhwowZwe,that'sallyouwere

thinkingaboutsexnje"Ilaughandkissher

deeply,Itssogoodtohaveherback.Iwanther

athomethough,Igetoutofbedandtakemy

carkeys

"PleasecallNsikaformeandbringmyphone



with"hahhahathisgirl

Me:"wowyou'rechasingmesoyoucanbond

withyourbrother"Isaytouchingmychest

playfullyandwelaugh"Iloveyouokay,

ngikuthandangampelaskhokho"

Yomuzi:"Namingiyakuthandaskhokhosami"

Insert38

Yomuzi

ItsbeenamonthandIam athome,likehome

homewithmymotherandThembaandthekids.

Isensedthatsomethingwaswrongwithmy

motherandsoIdecidedIwillrecoverathome

withher.Shelostweighteven,Ihavebeen

watchingandsheisjustnotmymom,sheis

notuMaZuluwamiyouknow??AnywayIwill

shutmymouth.MaZunguontheotherhand

wasanamazinglittlegirl,sheisgrowingdayby

day,ZweandIfacetimealothewasnot

thrilledwiththeideaofmegoinghomewithhis



kidscauseItookmyboystooandtheywerea

handful.LatelyheisalwaysalwayswithFika

andNhlanhlawhichisweirdbecauseNsika

wastheonefondofhim.Imisshim thoughlike

alot.ThembaandIhavegrownfondofeach

other,wearequiteclose,Iwonderwhatwasthe

causeofusdriftingapart,butmymoneyison

thatfatcowexhusband.

It'sFridayandmybrothersarecomingoverand

withLihle,Iam excitedI'vebeenwaitingfor

thesegroupgatheringsapparentlymom

summonedthem here.

JustasIputdownLandileafterfeedingherI

receiveacallfrom anunknownnumberandI

answerquicklybeforeleSpokisenganewakes

up,Ileavetheroom.

Me:"Mpandeyomuzispeaking"



Ihearloudcries,thepersoniscrying"hello,

whosethis?"

Person:"Didyouhavetokillhim"Killwho?

Me:"Sorrywrongnumber"Isayattempttoend

thecall

Person:"Iknowitwasyou,Zwewouldnotkill

hisownblood"Siyathokozaisdead?Awu

beforeIcouldconfronthim.

Continuation

LetmecallZweandaskwhatthehellisgoing

on.

Zwe:"Mpandeyothandolwethu"

Me:"Whatdidyoudowithfucking

Siyathokoza?"

Zwe:"Firstlypleasedon'tusethattonewithme,

Secondlydon'tfuckingswearatme,thirdlyI

don'tknowwherethatpieceofshitisandI



don'tcare,nxaaa"haboo

Me:"Yewena..."hestopsmefrom responding.

Zwe:"Iwilldropthiscallandyouwillfuckencall

mewhenyou'velearntsomemanners,yezwa!"

Pupupuputhatstheendofourphonecall,Iwill

notcallhim,Iwillsendhim asmsaboutthat

phonecallIreceived,yazuyangijwayela.Justas

Itypethemessagemymom clearsherthroat.

Mom:"Makhumalo"Iturntolookather,"Isthat

howyouspeaktoyourhusband?"Irollmyeyes

Me:"Wearenotmarriedyetmother"

Mom:"Firstandforemost,loosetheattitude,I

am notyourfriendminamaybeyourHUSBAND

allowsyoutodisrespecthim butminaIam not

him.LoyamfanakaZunguwakhiphaiynkomo

foryousoI'vegotnewsforyou,hisyour

husband."

Me:"Iam sorrymother"



Mom:"Isaidloosetheattitudenjaloitwillland

youahugeslap"didIjustnotapologize?"

Listenheremygirl,youshouldnevertalkto

yourhusbandlikethat,ifyou'reangryathim

calm downfirstthentalktohim notathim,did

youeverhearmeshoutatyourdadorswearat

him,whatgivesyoutherighttodisrespecthim

likethat?Uthi'Yewena'toyourhusband?Who

taughtyouthat?Callhim andapologizenow

beforeIlooseityeeses!Namadodaenu

ayabekezela.

Stillcontinuing

Itakeoutmyphoneandcallhim,itringsandhe

doesnotanswer,Icallhim againandthistime

heanswers.

Me:"Manzini"Isigh

Zwe:"Khuluma"Weeeehisreallypissed.

Me:"Iam sorryforthewayIspoketoyou

earlierGwabini,thatphonecallIreceivedshook



meandItookitoutonyou,ngiyaxolisababa

wabantwana"hesighs

Zwe:"Iam sorrytooMamntungwaIshouldn't

havespokenyoulikethat,nam ngiyaxolisa

muntuwami"okaywearegoodnow"Idon't

knowwhathappenedtoSiyaandIdon'tcarehis

jealousyalmosttookyouandLifalandilefrom

me,mom saidhisdeadbodywasdroppedat

ourgatewithhishandscutoff,Iwillgohome

ksasaminaandhelpstartwithfuneral

arrangements"thisisshocking

Me:"Iam sosorrybabeforyourlossbutwhyis

yourmom assumingthatIhadsomethingtodo

withhisdeath"IaskcauseIam seriouslylost

Me:"Lovemymotherwantstoshiftblame,she

knowsthekindoftroublethatSiyagothimself

into,maybethistimeheowedthewrong

people"heissocalm

Me:"IguessIhavetogotoPortShepstone



tomorrow"

Zwe:"Youdon'thavetocomemylove,you're

stillrecovering"hawuthisguywhatwillhis

familythink

Me:"Haaiboyouwanttogiveyourmom more

reasonstohatemengiyabona"helaughs

"Iwillcome,endofdiscussionandwenaplease

gohomenow,Iam suretheyneedyou"he

giggles

Zwe:"Iloveitwhenyou'rebossy,Iloveyou

yezwa,Imissmykidsthoughafterthefuneral

you'recomingbackhomengekeskhokho"I

giggle

Continuation

Me:"Hayi,Istillhavelike2monthsleft,Iwill

comebacknextmonthatleast"

Zwe:"HaaaaMpandeno,bringbackmykids



thenyoustaykiniwena"hesoundsserious.

Me:"Letstalkaboutthiswhenweseeeach

otherskhokho"hesighs

Zwe:"Okthinkaboutthough,Ireallymissyou

guy'sthehouseisjustquiet"Imisshim too.

"Bongekaisstillnotbackyaz,shehasn't

spokentoYakhileformonthsnow,Iam starting

togetworriednow,shejustsendsmeemails

requestingpicturespfhim kuphela"howam I

supposedtorespondtothisnow

Me:"Awmaybesheisreallybusy,howisLondi

andAphiwe"IspoketoLondiyesterdayandshe

askedwhenam Icomingback

Zwe:"Iam fetchingthem today,theywere

supposetosleepoverbutIguessnowweare

goinghome.Oneoftheboysiscrying,it's

Siyakhahistheonewithahuskyvoice.

Me:"Siyakhaiscrying,letmegoattendhim"

Zwe:"Howdoyouknowit'shim?Ishethere



withyou?"

Me:"Itsthehuskyvoicebabe"

Zwe:"Ihadn'tnoticedyaz,Iloveyouandthe

kidstoomuchmuntwam,IloveyouMpande

yothandolwami"

Me:"Iloveyoumuntuwami"

Insert39

Yomuzi

IgotakeSiyakhawholookssomuchlikehis

father,hemustbehungryallthisrunning

aroundthehousegetsthem tired,theyplaywith

ThembaschildrenKwaziandLwandle.Siyakha

isatotalmama'sboyhisalwaysaroundmeand

startstocrywhenhedoesnotseeme.Yakhile

ontheotherhandisaquietchild,myboyjust

eats,playsandsleepsthat'sit.Ineedtoshare

thesadnewsofSiyathokozaspassing,asmuch



ashewantedmedead,Idon'tthinkhedeserved

death,onSundayIhavetogotoPortSheptone.

Me:"MaZulu,SiyathokozaZwesbrotherisno

more"shelooksatmeandgoesbacktoher

steam breadcooking,shedoesthatwhenshe

isangry,shecooksusourfavoritemealsteam

breadandbrownbeans.Iam guessingthevisit

from mysibling'sisnotagoodone."madidyou

hearme?"Iaskcauseshedidn'trespond.

Mom:"Iheardyoubaby,Iam supposedto

rejoicebuthewassomeone'ssoneventhough

healmostrobbedusofyouandKuthulabuthe

wasalsosomeone'schild"IgetherreactionI

feelthesame.

Me:"Mom Zwesmotherhasaccusedmeof

killinghim,apparentlyhisbodywasfoundby

theirgatewithhishandscopped"Shelooksat

mewideninghereyesandcoughsquicklyand



excusesherself,shecomesbackand

continuestocook.

Mom:"Don'tbetoohardonhershejustlosther

sonandhersonjusttriedkillingyousoyouare

goingtobeherfirstsuspectmybaby.Listen

ksasayouwillgotothathouseandplayyour

roleasuMakoti,youwillwakeupfirstthen

everyoneandmaketeaforeveryoneandclean

thathouse,preparelunchanddinner,see

what'smissingandbuyit.Don'tgivethem an

excusetohateyou.Iknowitwon'tbeeasybut

killthem withkindnessmntanami.Someone

needstobesane,andthatwillbeyou

uyangizwa?"

Me:"EishIwilltrymama"IhaveputSiyakha

downhisheavy,IneedtogocheckonYakhile,I

haven'tbeenseeinghim andIknowthathis

busybeingnaughtysomewhere.Mykidscall

meMuntubecauseofZwesothenameseems

tobestickingbecausethat'swhatAphiweand



Londicallmenow.Iherethegateopening,I

guessthesiblingsareherenow,I'vemissed

Nsikaletmerunout.Theyallpassmeandrun

intothehouse"wow"Ifindthem inmyroom all

staringatLandile

Fika:"Shehastobethemostadorablekidever"

mnxm hetakingpicturesofherwhileshe's

snoring

Lihle:"Iam wakingherup"NooooJizasno.

Me:"Ifyouwakeherupyoucarryherthewhole

nightandaskmom,she'snotasniceasshe

looks"Thembawalksinwhileeveryoneisinmy

room staringatthebaby"manjeareyouguys

notevengoingtogreetmewooowza"Nsikais

caringYakhileandNhlanhlahasSiyakhamy

boysaretooadorablethough.

Nsikacomestomeandgivesmeahug

Nsika:"Hellohalf,I'vemissedyou"Hekisses

myforehead,eventuallytheyallacknowledge



me.

Laterintheeveningwehavingdinnerovera

lightconversation,mymom clearsherthroat

andweallturnourattentiontoher

Mom:"FikahasMntungwayourfatherrisen

from thedead"wealllookathershockedbut

noonedarestoanswerbecausehevoicealone

issendingbadvibes"Ngiyakhuluma

Fikanokuthula"Shebagsherfistonthetable

Fika:"Chama"hereplieswithhisheaddown,

I'm soconfusedrightnowbutletmebe

quiet.

Mom:"Thenwhyaretheredeadbodiesallover

thecountrywithchoppedbodyparts"she

shoutsthrowingdifferentkidsofnewspapers

onthetabletowardsFika

Fika:"Iwasremindingpeoplethatthe



Mntungwasstillrule"TFisgoinghere,mymom

getsoffherchairandgivesFikaahotclap

acrosshisfave

Mom:"Uyahlanya?heh?Remindingpeoplehuh?

atwhoseexpense?Doyouknowhowmany

enemiesyou'vecreated"Whatarethesepeople

talkingabout"AndyouNhlanhla,youparticipate

inthisanddon'twarnyourbrother,Ican't

believeyourfatherspentmillionsonyour

educationbutyouareidiots,nizidomu"She

sayswalkingbacktoherchairandsitsdown

"WenaLangelihlefixthis,checkontheclientsin

CapeTownandmakesuretheywon'tpullout,

wenaThembaCheckNamibiaandMozambique,

wenaNsikagotellyoursister

what'sgoingonbeforeshefaints.Fikaand

Nhlanhlapleasemeetmeintheofficeafter

dinner"Shestandsupandwalksaway,Iguess

dinnerisfinished.

Continuation



Yomuzi

IthoughtIknewmyfamilybutitseemslikeI

knownothing,Nsikawasgiventhe

responsibilityofupdatingmeandlettingmein

thefamilybusiness.FirstlyIam upsetthatmy

veryowntwinhasbeenkeepingallthisfrom

me,Ithoughtwesharedeverything,SecondlyI

havebeendoingthebooksofthisfamily

"business"alongandnoonethoughtitwasa

goodideatoletmeinnje,Ifeelsoused.And

thekillingsOMGitallmakessensenowwhen

wewerekidsandthe"businesses"werenot

doingwellmydadwoulddisappearandthen

comebackandthingswouldgobacktobeing

normalbutdeadbodieswouldbefoundallover

Natal,thedifferencebetweenmyfatherand

Fikaisthatthebusinesshasexpandedsothe

killingsarealloverthecountry.Idon'tknow



howtolookatmysiblings,itslikeIam an

outsider,Ireallydon'tunderstandwhywasInot

told,Nsikatellsmethathetoojustfoundout

becausetheyneededatechguybecausetheir

techguytheyhadhasanotherjobnow.Iknow

heisnotentirelyhonestwithmebutIwilllet

him be.IwillpretendIdon'tknowshitandmove

backtomyplaceafterthefuneral.InfactI

wonderwhyaretheyallofthesuddensharing

thisinfowithme.

IwakeupearlytoprepareformyjourneytoPort

Shepton,Iwillbeleavingsoon,Ihaven'tsaid

anythingtoanyone,allIam doingispackingmy

thingstothecartakingmetoShepton.Iwant

togetoutofthisplace,GodknowstheplaceI

am goingtoisworse.Myfamilyiscomingwith

metodropmeoffandmournwiththeZungu

family.Idon'tknowhowarewegoingtomake

itallthewayinthisawkwardsilence.Iwalk



pastmymother'soffice/studyandIhearmy

siblingswhisperingtoeachother.

Lihle:"Itoldyouguysitwasabadideanot

lettingYomuziinthis,nowsheispissedand

willprobablystopdoingthebooks,anizwa

inkingayenu"Ihearsighs"Nsikatalktoher

bhutiza"

Nsika:"NopeletallmightyFikadoit,youguys

neverlistentoanyonebutyoualwaysmessshit

up,Itoldyouguystonotgoonakillingspree,

nowweareinshitandcashless"

Fika:"Don'tworryaboutthemoney,Zwewill

helpussoon"WTF

Themba:"YouarebeingselfishFika,youknow

verywellthatZwehasalotonhisplateyetyou

areforcinghishand,givehim abreakhwjust

lostabrotherwhoyoukilledbythewayPitbull"

Ican'tstopmyself,whatdidIjusthear,Ibarge

in



Me:"BhutFikayoudidwhat?"

....

Fika:"YouaresonaiveattimeYomuzi,what

wereyouexpectingusto?clapourhandsand

thankthatidiotforattemptingtokillyouand

Kuthula,listenhereBalungileMntungwa,noone

messeswithusandgetsawaywithit,youknow

that."Whythefuckam IBalungilenow.Ileave

theroom becausethisisclearlyahopelesstask

myfamilyisagroupofthievesanddruglords

andZwewilltellmehislinktothis,Iwillwait

untiltheendofthefuneralthenIwillunleash

mywrath.

WeallpreparefortheroadtoZweshouseand

nooneistalkingtoanyoneinthisVeco,Iam

busywithSiyakhahereandYakhileissleeping

whileLandileisonmymotherslap,itsabittoo



early,butmymothersaidImustgetthereearly

soIcanplaymyroleasawife,allmysiblings

camewith,thekidswereleftwithourhelper.

WhenwearecloseIcallAphiwejustcheck

whethertheyareathomeandindeedeveryone

ishome.WewalkinandLondicomestotake

mybagsandputsthem atZwesbackroom,I

followherwithThembatoputdownthekids,

Siyakhastillwideawake.Iputhim onmyback

whileIlaydownhissiblings.Thembastaresat

theflatandlooksaroundandsheisabit

uncomfortableandshetellsLonditoquicklygo

callZweandgogoandsheranouttodoso.I

lookatherconfused,Zwewalksinlooking

handsomeasever,Ihaven'tseenhim inawhile,

Imissedhim.Hecomestomeandkissesme

andgogohitshisheadwechuckle

Themba:"GogoandZwe,yourfamilyisgoingto

killmysisterandthekids"wealllookather

puzzledLondiwasalsohere,Thembaturned



andlookedatLondi"Londiledidwetouch

anythingwhenwegothere?"

Londi:"NosisThemba"shealsolookedpuzzled

Themba:"Thereissomethinginthisroom andit

isputtoharm Yomuzi,Zwepleasewarnyour

family,youdon'twanttodealwithangry

Mntungwa"shewalkedtoZweswashingbasket

andtookoutasmallyellowplastic,shethen

movedtohischestofdrawersanddugout

anotheroneandlastlywenttothecornerofthe

bedbymypillowandtookoutanotherone,I

wassoshocked,Londiwascryingandgogo

wasjustshakingherhead,Zwewasbeyond

angryhewastrembling

"GogoIam sureyouwillknowwhatexactlyisin

thosepacketsonceyouopenthem.Withthat

sheleft,westayedintheroom lookingateach

other,IthenaskedLonditopleasehelpme

movethekidstoherbedroom.Icameback

andZweandgogowerestillstandingthere,



gogotoldustowaitintheroom?shecame

backwithabacketwithwaterandstarted

sprayingitallovertheflatwithasmallbroom

sayingthingsIcouldnotmakeout.Shetold

Zwetocalm downandthatthiswillbe

discussedassoonasmyfamilyleft.

Wewereleftalonehetheroom wejustlooked

ateachotherandsighedZwe:"It'sgoingtobea

longweek"Ilookedathim andhuggedhim,

goshI'vemissedhim.

Me:"I'vemissedyouZwe"

Zwe:"Ihavemissedyoutoomuntuwam and

thekids,you'renotgoingtpyourfamilyngeke

skhokho,Itsbeenaroughtwomonthsyeesses"

Ilaughihaba.

Me:"YouknowSiyakhacallsmeMuntu?you

shouldstopthismuntuwam thing"helaughs

hard,Itsbeenawhile



Zwe:"Youlie"ItakeavideothatNsikatookof

him cryingwhileIwasshowering,whenhe

askedhim Whyhewascryinghesaid"Fun

uMuntu"everyonewasconfusedcausehekept

onsayingitandwhenIcameheputuphis

handsandshouted"Muntuuuu"everyone

laughed.Zwewasinstitches.Hetookhisson

andIwenttothemainhousetohelpoutwith

thecooking,ImadeteaformyfamilyandLondi

tookitouttothem,Isatdownandmadea

grocerylist,Iwillhavetodothattomorrow

morning.ThefridgewasemptyifIhadnot

arrivedwithcakesmymom baked,Ireallydon't

knowwhatpeoplewouldhaveeaten.Atter

sometimemyfamilywasleavingandIwanted

tocry,butIrememberedthatwewerekindanot

inspeakingterms,Lihlecameuptomeand

saidshewillgivemecall,there'salottotalk

aboutandthatshelovesme,Fikawenttothe

carnoevenlookingatmeNhlanhlaandNsika

cametostandnexttomeasmom was



speakingtogogo

Me:"What'shisproblem?"Isaypointingathim

withmyeyes.Theychuckle

Nhlanhla:"Payhim noattention,hissulkingnje,

anywayseeyoumonthendwehavealottotalk

about,pleasebeopenmindedYomuzi,and

calm down"hesaysmnxm.mom comesto

standnexttous,whilemysister'swalktothe

car.

Mom:"Makhumalo,Ican'tstressenoughthe

importanceofbeingrespectfulatthistimeto

bothyourhusbandandhisfamily,Iknowthat

womandoesn'tlikeyoubutdon'tstooptoher

level,Siyazwana?"Inod"wakeupearly,fix

waterforyourmotherinlaw,thenZweearlyin

themorningbeforepeoplewakeup,thenmake

breakfast,makesureeveryonecomesingets

cakes,IwillsendNsikawithanotherbucketthis

week,Iwillstayattheoldhouseintilthefuneral.

Pleasedon'tlooseyourcoolIknowyou



uyahlanyaekhanda"mybrotherslaughand

mom givesmeahugthengoestothecar

NhlanhladoesthesameandIm leftwithNsika

Nsika:"Itoldyounottogetmarried,bheka

manje"hahahhathisidiot."Iwillcallyou,Ilove

you"wehugsandheleavesandIwalkbackto

thehouse,SiyakhaandYakhileareplayingout

sidewithotherkids.

Lateintheeveningafterdinnerwecalledtothe

dinningroom,Ihadjustfinishedthedishes.

Thewholefamilywasthereexceptthekids.

Gogotakeoutthethreepacketsandputsthem

onthefloorforeveryonetosee

Gogo:"Yinile?"there'ssilence"Youwanttokill

thispoorchild,wasitnotenoughtoseedead

Siyathokozabynowsheshouldknowthatyou

can'tmesswithherancestors"Zwesmother

startscryinghysterically,ZweandIlookateach



ZwesMom:"Iknewyoukilledmysoneven

gogoknowsit"ohngazengavelelwa

Zwe:"Mom stopbeingdramatic,youknowvery

wellwhatKilledSiyathokoza,continuelikethis

andyouwillneverseemelaykhaya"helooksat

hissisters"Idon'tknowwhodidthisandwhy

butpleaseleavemywifealone,orkuzofa

uMuntu"everyoneissilentandshocked.He

standsupcomestomeandtakesmyhand,

"AsembesolalaMakhumalo"Istandupand

followhim

Insert40

Zwe

Thishasbeenthemostchallengingyearforme,

theminuteIfoundhappinessisthesametime

troublescamefloodingin.TodayisFridayand

tomorrowismybrother'sfuneral,Ishouldbe



sadthatIlostmyonlybrotherbutIam relieved,

SiyathokozaandIgrewapartwhilewewere

growingupIcansayitwasmyparentsfault,my

mothertreatedhim asagem whilstmyfather

treatedhim liketrash.Hegrewuphatingmeat

firstIthoughtitwasjustresentmentbutwhen

hecametomyhouseandtriedtokillMpande

andmychildIsawthathishatredformewas

deeplyentrenched,nonethelesshisdead.I

needtothankMpandesbrothersforsortinghim

outcauseIknewthatIwouldn'thaveitinmeto

killhim.Alothasbeenhappeninginthisyard,

myfamilyisdramaticatsomepointIwantedto

packmybagsandleavebutmygrandmother

talkedmeoutofit.Nininitheyweretryingtokill

Mpandeforwhat?Angaz.

ListeneverydaymyloveforMpandegrows,

ithambolami,sheismysoulmateforrealshe

livesfor.Thewayshelovesmychildrenis



remarkable.Yesterdayshewentshopping,she

tookmysisterskidswithandboughtthem

clothes,Imeanshedidn'thavetobutshedid.I

didn'thearthosebratsthankingherthough.

Shedidgroceriesandtookituponherselfto

makesurethateverythingiswellorganized

callinghersister'stohelpwithacatering

companyandstuff,Todayshehasbeen

cleaningthewholehouse,Idon'tknowhowahe

doesit,shecamebackwithagroupofboys

andtheystartedtopaintthehouse.Mywifeis

superwomanOtellyou

Continuation

Zwe

WhenSiyathokozasbodyarrivedIthougtI

wouldfeelsadorbadorsometypawaybutI

feelrelieved,maybetheonlyonlythingthatI

wishIhaddonebeforehediedwasaskhim



whyhehatedmesomuchthathedidn'twantto

seemehappy.Saturdaythefuneralwasa

funeralwhatcanIsay,itwasafuneral.Ineedto

getoutofthisplacebeforeMpandeloosesher

cool,thishasbeenaverylongweekforherIam

shockedthatshehasn'tlostityetbutIseethat

shewillexplodesoonsoitstimeweleave.

Yakhilealsodidtheunthinkable,Bongekacame

withherfamilytothefuneralandIheardshe

triedtotakeYakhileandhewashytericalcrying

forhis'mother'andthatwouldbeYomuzi.

Bongekawasembarrassedandshewantedto

talktomeandYomuziandItoldhertowaitfor

usandwecantalkafterthefuneraltoday.What

kindofamotherleavestheirchildforalmost

twoyearsandcallsonceaweekheh?

Thefuneralisoverandpeopleareleaving,only

theKhumalosareleft.Iwishmyfamilywould

seethebondthatKhumaloshaveandlearn



from them,Iam sensingalittletension

betweenFikaandMpandebutIknowshewill

tellmewhenshe'sready.NhlanhlaandNsika

areforeverfollowingtheirlittlesisteritworries

me,theyareforeveratourhousetheyNsika

evenhasaroom now.AnywayIam not

botheredIactuallylikeitlikethat.Nsikaisso

needythough,hesaidheisnotleavingtoday

becausehehasn'tspenttimewithMpande.

Bongeka:"Zweniyaphila?"

Me:"SiyaphilaunjanBongeka,it'sbeenwhat

twoyears?"

Bongeka:"hawuit'snotthatbad,Iwanttotalk

youaboutYakhile,Idon'tlikewhathappened

today"Ichuckle

Me:"Andwhosefaultisthat?"

Bongeka:"Thisisnotthetimetobepointing

fingers,Idon'tlikethatYakhilecallsYomuzi

herehismother,Iam hismotherZwenother"



shesayscryingandpointingatMpandewho

ratherlookscalm thiscan'tbegood,Ilookat

herandshelooksatmeandsmile.

Mpande:"MayIspeak?"Bongekanods"whatdo

yousuggestwedoaboutthissituation

Bongeka?"Bongekastartstearingup."Nothis

isnotthetimetocrytelluswhatyouwantusto

doaboutyourchildwhodoesn'trecognizeyou

sitshelesissingabakhosimamfuze"ohthere

sheisIwasgettingworriedforaminute

Me:"NoneedtobeinsensitiveYomuzi,allIam

sayingisthatmysondoesn'trecognizemeand

Idon'tlikeitthatshecallsyoumom insteadof

me"

Mpande:"Soontopofmetakingcareofyour

sonwhileIwaspregnantandwithanothersonI

wassupposetoshowhim picturesofyouand

remindhim thatyouarehismother?Yaz

uyangihlanyelawena?Awungiboninhlobo"she

isgettingpissedandBongekawillbeunlucky



todayIneedtostopthisconversation.

Me:"WhatdoyouwantustodoBongekayou

choseyourcareeroverYakhilenowyouhavea

problem,whatdoyouwant?"Mpandegivesme

ameanlookIdon'tknowwhatIsaidnow.

Bongeka:"IwantmysonZwe,Iam takinghim

today"

Insert41

Yomuzi

Zwe:"uDakiwe"withthatsaidZwewalksaway

leavingmewithBongekaandIhonestlydon't

knowwhattosay

Bongeka:"Speaktohim please,youshould

understandasamotherhowithurtmethatmy

ownsondoesnotrecogniseme"shesayswhile

crying"PleaseYomuzi,IknowIhavebeenaway



foralongtimebutwhathappendedtodaywas

aneyeopener,IwashurtandIwilltrytobean

outstandingmother,pleasetalktohim"

Me:"Itisyourapproachthatwasnotnecessary,

youshouldknowhowZweisbutumzela

ngobuso,Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay

youclearlystatedthatYakhilewasnotmineso

Ihavenosayinwhathappendstohim"

Bongeka:"PleaseYomuzi,Iam gratefulfor

whatyouandZwehavedoneforthepast

monthsIknowitmusthavebeenhardforyou

especiallywiththreechildrenbutIwouldlike

mychildbacknoworIam goingtocourt"

HaaaaiboloGirl

Me:"Wowforaminuteyouhadmethereyaz,

listentalkZweIhavenosayatall"

Bongeka:"Mnxm,youwanttoplayhappyfamily

withmychildniyahlanyanje"ngiyalingwa

withthatshewalksawayleavingmealoneandI



walktiZwesroom.

IfindZwewithallthekidsinhisroom and

packingclothesMe:"Hawubabauyaphi?"

Zwe:"Iam tiredofthisplaceitbringssomuch

dramaandproblemsinmylifeyeses"Isiton

thebedandstartunpackingthebags"whatare

youdoing?"

Me:"YouwantyourfamilytosayIsaidwemust

leave,asiyindawo.Youjustburriedyourbrother

andwehaven'tevenhadacleansingceremony

andwenausuyahambaaymaniZwe"

Zwe:"Whoisthemaninthisrelationship

Mpandeyomuzi,youalwaysdothis,Isaythis

yousaythatnjalongiphikisananawe"okaythis

won'tbeeasy,howdidthisbecomeaboutme

Me:"Iam sorryifyoufeellikethat,ithasnever

beenmyintentiontodisrespectyouinanyway"I

continueunpackingandputtingthingsinthe



wardrobe

"butwearenotleavingtodayletsnotavoidthe

topicofBongekawantingtotakeawaymy

child"andIthinkfortheveryfirsttimeIam

lettinggoandcryingabouteverythingthathas

takenplaceeversinceIcametothisfamilylast

Sunday.Ijustcry

Me:"Zweshewantstotakeawaymybaby,

wherewasshewhenIwasnotsleeping

becauseYakhilewassick?wherewasshewhen

hewasteethingandnotstomachinganything?

WillSiyakhasmotheralsowalkinhereand

demandherchild?am Inotagoodmotherand

agoodwifetoyouthatyourfamilyhatesmeso

muchbashayamykidswhy?"Ireallycryandhe

comesandsitsnextmeandholdmewhileIcry

"Iwantvodkafuthi".Hecracksupandlaughs

sohardandIrealisewhyIfellforthisguy.

Continuation



Zwe

Ilovethisgirlyezwa!Shedrivesmecrazyallthe

timebutIdon'tthinkthatmylifewouldbethis

perfect,likethisgirlisflippenperfect.Anyway

itsbeenanotheryearwithmyperfectlittle

familyandthisgirlstilldidn'twanttoofficially

marryme,liketogotohomeaffairsandstuff,

shejustsaidtherewasnorushbutIthinkthere

wasmoretoitthat.

Ihavebeenworkingwithherbrothersandwe

didafewjobsnothinghecticanddramaticandI

wantedustomoveandgetabiggerhouse

becauseherfamilyisalwaysatmyhouselike

allthetime,Nsikawasnowlivingwithuseven

thoughhehadhisownplace,thismeantthat

Nhlanhlawouldbearoundtooallthetimeand



thenFikawouldpopin,Iguessitsagoodthing

thatThembastayedbackathomeandLihle

wasmarriedeventhoughshetoospenttimeat

ourhouse.

MpandehadconvincedmetoletBongekatake

Yakhile,thefirstfewmonthswerehardIwon't

lie,Bongekausedtowakeusupinthemiddleof

thenightwithacryingYakhilewhowantedhis

motherMuntuorSiyakhaorLandile,itwas

nevermethoughwhichhurtsometimes.On

weekendshewouldcomeoverfrom Fridaytill

SundayeventodaySundaysareemotionalthey

allcryeven'Muntu',yepthatswhattheycallher

notmom butmuntu.

Muntuwam hasgonebacktoworkandis

annoyinglybusylikeallthetime,Nsika

transferredtoDurbanclaimingthatRichards



Baywastoofarfrom hissister,mnxm these

twoareapackagedeal.Iwalkinthedoorand

theboysruntome,welltheywalknowandtheir

sistertrieswalkingbutshepreferscrawlinglol

mylazygirl,Ipickthem upandgotoMpande

whosecookingtodayandIknowsheisnot

happybecausesheisnotlookingupatmesoI

giveherakissonhercheek.

Me:"Hibaby,where'sLandile?"justnoticedthat

mynaughtygirlisnotaround,butshecontinues

cookingpaysnoattentiontome"Hawumuntu

wami,whatswrongnow?didIdosomething

wrong"?

Mpande:"LandileleftwithFikaubuyaksasa"

Me:"Haaababyandwhydidn'twaitformeto

kisshergoodbye.ayminaIneedtogetmyown

child,theboysbelongtoyouandLandileis

literallyalwayswithyourfamilyngekebaby"she

laughsoutloud



Mpande:"Shuthiyouwillhavetofindsomeelse

togiveyouababybecauseminaIam only

havingababyinthenext10years"

Me:"Haaaababy10yearsngeke"Ilaughbut

shedoesn't"Muntuwhat'swrong,pleasetell

me"

Mpande:"Ineedyoutostopthisshady

businesswithFikaormyfamilywhoeverisin

charge"Ilookupathershockedlreallythought

shedidn'tknow"I'veknowforalmostayear

nowandIthoughtthatyouwouldtellmebutit's

clearthatyouwerenotwillingtobeopened

aboutyourrelationswithmyfamilybutclearly

wearenotthereyetasacouple"

Me:"That'snottrueMpandeandyouknow,I

justdidn'tknowhowtotellyou,andIam really

sorryIjustthoughtthatthiswouldbeyourlimit

andyouwouldleavemeespeciallysinceyou

didn'tevenknowanythingaboutyourfamily

business,Iam sorryMpande"sheturnstolook



atmeandIseesheispissed

Mpande:"IhearhowsorryyouarebutIdon't

hearyousayinganythingaboutleavingthat

businessorwhateveryoucallit,Iwantyouto

stopbeingpartofthatthingZwe"she'snot

givingmeulimatessowe'regood

Me:"Ican't"Isaylookingdown"babewestill

needthemoney,Ihaven'tsavedenoughformy

kids,Ineedtomakesurethatyouwillallbe

goodshouldanythinghappentome"

Mpande:"ZweI'vebeendoingyourbusiness

booksforawhilenowIknowyoudon'tneed

thatmoney,thethingsyoudoaresodangerous,

youwanttodieandleavemewithyourkidshuh?

You'rebeingselfishandgreedyandyouknow

it"sheturnsoffthestoveandwalksaway"itsa

goodthingwe'renotmarriedIcanleave

wheneverIwant"sheshoutsgoingtoour

bedroom.



Me:"WhatthefuckMpande"Ishoutwalkingto

herandSiyakhastartscrying,Yakhilewilljoinin

soonIknow,123therewego.Mpandeopens

thedoorandcallstheboystoher,oncetheyare

insideshetriestoclosethedooronmyface

andIstopitandwalkinbehindher.

"Weneedtotalkanddon'twalkawayfrom me

whileweretalkingitsrudeandannoyingnotto

mentionthedisrespectfulpart"

Mpande:"Iwasdonetalking,ifyouwantedto

haveaconversationaboutyourshadybusiness

youwouldhavetoldmealongtimeago,you

havehadallthetimeonearthtotellmebutyou

chosenottotellmesodon'tcomehereandtell

meaboutrude,annoyinganddisrespectyezwa"

shesaysshoutingandpointingatmewithher

finger.Iwalkoutandcallthenannytocome

andtaketheboysassoonastheboysareoutI

lockthedoorbehindme.

Me:"MpandeyomuziIdon'tknowhowmany



timesdoIneedtotellyoutorespectme,Idon't

carehowmadyouarebutneverraiseyour

voiceatmeanddon'tyoueverpokemelikethat

ever!Nevereverdisrespectmelikethatinfront

ofmykidssiyezwana?"

Mpande:"Orwhat?Huhwhatwillyoudohuh

youwillhitmelikeyouusetodotoBongeka,

yeahshetoldmethatyouhithernotonceZwe

allthedamntime,Idareyoutohitme"didn'tI

sayshedrivesmecrazylooknow,sheisstill

shoutingIwalktowardsherandshedoesn't

moveshelooksatmestraightintheeye,sheis

readytofightwhosaidIwasgoingtohither

angaz,Ireachandpullhertome,shetaken

backbecauseshewasn'texpectingthis,Ikiss

herandatfirstshedoesn'trespond,Iunzipher

dresswhilekissingherandsherespondsthis

time.IlayherdowngentlyonthebedafterI

havetakenoffherdress,Istartplayingwithher

nippleswhilekissingher.Myfingersmove



downtohertempleandIstartmassagingher

clitgently,shemoansandIcontinuewithwhatI

am doingwhensheisabouttocomeIstop

Mpande:"Zweee"shesaysinawhisper,Igoup

toherfaceandlookatherstraightintgeeye

Me:"Youwillrespectme"IsayasIshoveone

fingerinherpreciousholeandshenods,I

roughlypullitoutandshoveitinagainandshe

letsoutamoan

Mpande:"Yes"shesayswantingtocryIpullout

myfingerandopenmyzip,Islam intoherwhen

sheleastexpecteditandsheyelpsarchingher

back,Islam intoheragainandshecriesout

moaning,IkeepslamminghardintoherandI

seethatsheisabouttoclimax,Iimmediately

pulloutofherandstandupgotothebathroom

andleavethebathroom dooropenedshecan

seemejerkingoff,IjerkoffandwhenIam

finishedIwaswashmyhandandflushthe

toiletandwalkbacktobedwhileshesitsup



andlooksatmewithdisbelief

Me:"Iam reallydisappointedatyouthatyou

wouldbelievethatIwouldhityouorever

believethatIusetoabuseyournowbestfriend

Bongeka,foryourinformationtheonlytimeIhit

herwaswhensheputyouinhospital,nowgoto

yournewbestfriendandaskhertogiveyou

yourorgasm"withthatsaidItookmykeysand

leftassoonasIclosedthedoorIheardher

cryingandIwantedtoturnandcomfortherbut

IquicklythoughtshewillneverlearnsoIleft

Insert42

Yomuzi

Mxm lemfenelehejustleftmelikethatitsnot

even8pm yetandmyFridayisalreadyruined

mnxm.Zwedoesn'tunderstandkodwaIreally

don'tlikethatshadybusinesstheyaredoing

withmybrothers,I'vespokentoNsikaIdon't



knowhowmanytimesbuthesayshedoing

whathehastodoinordertosurvive,Idon't

evenknowwhatthatmeansbecauseNsikaisa

hippyjustlikeme,hisallaboutaffordingnot

beingrich.Itakeoutmyphoneandcall.Itrings

andheanswersimmediately

Nsika:"MpandeyoMntungwa"Ismile,he

remindsmeofdad,mydadusedtocallmelike

thatnjalowhenwespoke.

Me:"heylover"

Nsika:"hayiyoupickedZwetobeyourlover

overmesostoprighttherehalf"hesayswhile

laughing

Me:"Mnxm awugiyekengalowo"helaughsout

loud

Nsika:"Whatdidhedo,hishereallmadtoo

whatdidyoudotoeachother"helaughshard

Me:"tellhim togotohisfriendsandleavemy

brothersalonemnxm"



Nsika:"Iam notgettinginvolvedshame,hesaid

youwererude,disrespectfulandannoying

today"...."whydoIevertellyoushitcauseyou

alwaystellyoursisteryesssesnondaba"that's

speakingonthebackground

Nsika:"Ialwaystellyoutokeepthingsto

yourselfortellNhlanhlangobaMinaIwilltellon

you,butyoudon'tlisten"Iguesshisresponding

toZwe'scomment,andittrueZwedoesn'tlearn

Nsikacan'tkeepanythingawayfrom mehe

alwaysdoesthisbutstillZweconfidesinhim ,

sayingitsbecauseSikaistheonlypersonwho

understandsme

Me:"Nsika,Zwedeprivedmeofanorgasm I

am sohurtNsika"

Nsika:"That'sjustwrongZwewowthat'slow"

yepItellNsikaeverrrythingevenmysexlife

"Throwawayhiscocopops"webothlaugh

nowthat'sanidea,Zwewouldhatemethough

butIam reallyconsideringit.



Me:"Thanksbroefortheidea,listencomeover

tomorrowIwanttogooutdrinking,Ihaven't

goneoutinawhilenowIneedtogetbackinthe

game..."Hecutsmeoff

Nsika:"nope!Youcan'tplaynomore,youarea

motherofthreenowremember"hechuckles"

MtsheleSbali"that'sZweagain.

Me:"tellZwethatifIwantedtospeaktohim I

wouldhavecalledhim myself"

Zwe:"Awungiyeka!Futhiawuyilapho"mnxm

childishass

Me:"Angikhuluminawe,stayoutofmy

conversationwithmybrotherbabaweyngane

azintathuyou'reonbabysittingdutywhileI

paintthetownredfuthi"

Nsika:"doyouguyswanttocalleachother

instead?"

"NO"wesaystthesametime



Me:"ByeNsikayakoMntungwa,seeyou

tomorrow.IwillinviteLihleIknowshe'salways

game,tellNhlanhlaLoveyouandtellZweto

comehomeit'sgettinglate"Nsikalaughs

Nsika:"HaaYomuziit'snoteven10yethayino

Maniwe'restillchillinghawu"

Me:"haaibogetyourownbae"welaughwesay

ourgoodbyesandhangup.

IgotocheckonmyboysandIfindthem

sleeping,theyaresocuteandbignow,looking

likeZweeverypassingminute.Siyakhaeven

walkslikehim,hewalkslikeheowntheworld,I

can'timaginemylifewithoutthem.Iam

temptedtowethiscocopopsbutIwon'tdoit,I

can'thandleitwhenwe'refighting,Ijustget

bored.Zwehasbecomemybestfriendsoyou

canimaginehowitslikenotspeakingtoyour

bestieforhours.Igoshowerandcomeoutof



theshowerandwearhisJamietopandgodish

upformyself,Idishupandpoursomejuice

whenIfeelhiseyesonmeandIturntolookat

him,heisleaningonthedoorframejustlikehe

wasthefirsttimeIsleptoverhisplace.

Zwe:"Iam sorryaboutearlier,Ishouldn'thave

donethattoyoumuntu"hewalkstomeand

hugsme

Me:"Iam sorrytoo,forbeingrude,

disrespectfulandannoying,Ishouldn'thave

spokentoyoulikethatbaby,Iam sorry

Manzini"wehugforthelongesttimehelet'sgo

andgoestoopenthecardboard

Zwe:"ShweeeeforaminuteIthoughtyou

wouldreallypourwateronmyCoco's"We

laughoutloud."Ngiyakuthandamuntuwami"he

kissesmyforeheadandwemovetoour

bedroom "nowtellwhatBongekasaidabout

me?"



Me:"Shesaidyouusetohitherallthetimeand

youdidntallowhertohavefriends"

Zwe:"funnyhowshe'salwayswithherfriends

though,andwenayoubelievedher?"

Me:"Nope,shewstryingtoscaremeoff,she

saidallthosethingsinasmswhereshewas

tellingmeshewillgetyoubackandminaIam

usingmuthionyouthatswhyyoulovemeso

much"helooksatmeandchuckles

Zwe:"Andwenawhatdidyousay?"

Me:"Irespondedwithjustanokay"he

chuckles"what?"

Zwe:"Wenawonke?Iam proudofyoubabe"I

laugh"Soabouttomorrow,we'reyouserious

babe?"

Me:"Yep,ngiyobuhlehlisa"helaughs

Zwe:"youaresoghettothough,Iam tagging

alongthen"wekissandwefinishoffourfood.



Insert43

Yomuzi

TheweekjuststartedandIam notlooking

forwardtogotoworkatallwehavethisnew

accounttoworkonanditlookslikethereisalot

ofworkthatneedstobedone,Isleptlatelast

nightbecauseIhadtogothroughtheirpapers

seewhattheyareaboutandtrytocomeupwith

anideaonhowwecanexposethem,theyarea

transportcompanyworkingwithtrucksand

shipmenttoobutmaybeIshouldaskZwe

causethat'swhathedealswith.WhenIwoke

upIhadalreadylefthesaidhehadanearly

businessmeetingandIwasrunninglate.I

quicklyshowercameoutputonlotionandgot

dressedanddrovetowork,Igotstuckintraffic

justasIwasabouttocallZwehecalledme.

Zwe:"MuntuMuntuMuntuwami"



Me:"You'reexcited!Goodmorningbabewhat

hasyousoexcited?"

Zwe:"Morningtoyoutoolover,youwere

asleepthismorningwhenIleft,soIwasjust

checkingwhetheryouaregood,I'vemissedyou

terriblythisweekyouseem sobusy"

Me:"Iknow,itsthisnewaccountithasmeon

myfeetandtheyarebringinginbigmoneyfor

thecompany,butthisweekendIam allyours,

listenletmecallyoubackBongekaisonthe

line"

Zwe:"Yourbestfriend"helaughs"Iloveyou"

Me:"tsekIloveyoutoo"Idropthecalland

answerBongeka'scall"MakaMfana"

Bongeka:"Yomuziyouhavegottohelpme,Zwe

isgoingtokill"Sheishystericalcrying

Me:"What'sgoingcalm downandtellmewhy

areyoucrying"shewails"comeonnowtell"



Bongeka:"It'sYakhile,hedrankJikandhe

won'tstopvomitingitsbadIdon'tknowwhatto

do"TFZwewillkillherforreal

Me:"Whatthehellman,takehim tohospitalI'm

onmyway,Iwillmeetyouthere,Iam abit

stuckintraffic,you'reclosertoSt.Augustine,

gotherenow,IwillcallZwe"Shewon'tstop

crying"Listenstoppanicking,youneedtotake

thatboytohospitalnow,calm down"

Bongeka:"Pleasedon'ttellZwe,hewillkillme

Yomuziyouknow."uyahlanyakelo,Idropthe

callandcallZwe

Zwe:"Lover,uthiniuBestiewakho"

Me:"MeetmeatSt.Augustine,Bongekasays

YakhiledrankJikandshe'srushingintherenow,

Iwillfindyouthere"IdropthecallbecauseI

knowwhat'snextandhecalmeback"Manzini"

Zwe:"Don'tdothatMpandeyomuzi,don'tdropa

bomblikethatandthendropthecall,ifanything



badhappenstomyson,nizongtholaninoBestie

wakhonxaaa"Hedropsthecall

Sonow Iam inshitmnxm.

AsIdrivetotheHospitalIcallmyp.atotellher

thatIam runninglateshemustreschedulemy

meetingsandcancelmyappointmentsforthe

day.IgettothehospitalandfindBongeka

sittingbypaedscrying,Igotoherandgiveher

ahugandcpmforther.AssoonasIstandup

Zwewalksinlookinghotasever,wearinghis

shades,whythough?Angaz?hetakesthem off

andwalksstraighttoBongeka,Istandinfront

ofhim beforehedoessomethinghewillregret.

Me:"Gwabinicalm downbabe"

Zwe:"MoveMpandeyomuzioryou'restill

protectingyourbestfriend"Idon'tmoveeven

thoughheisannoyingmewiththiswholebest

friendshitbutIwillletitpass,Bongekaisnow



standingatthefarendoftheroom inacorner

thatIdidn'tknowwasthere.

Me:"Pleasecalm down,itwasamistake

Bongekaalreadyfeelsbadpleasedon'tmake

thingsworsengikucelaManzini"

Zwe:"ItoldyouMpandethatIdon'twantmy

songoingtothiswomanandyouconvincedme

thatotherwise,nowlookmysonisinhospital"

ngakengavelelwaIwillneverheartheendof

this.AsIam abouttorespondthedoctorwalks

out"YakhileZungu"Bongekamovesawayfrom

hercornerandZweandImovetowardsthe

doctor.Shelooksatusandsmiles,Iseerelief

inBongekaseye's

Dr:"LittleYakhileisgoingtobefine,we

managedtodrainouttheJikitlookslikehehad

alot"ZwegivesBongekathemostscariestlook

everandIcanseethatsheisactuallyscared

shouldZwemoveclosertohershewillpeeon

herself"BecauseitsearlyIwillkeepon



checkingonhim,ifIam satisfiedwithhis

conditionlateronthedayIwilldischargehim

today,ifhedoesn'timproveIwilldischargehim

tomorrow"weallnod

Me:"ThankyouDoc,canweseehim"shenods

andwefollowherandsheleavesusnexttohis

bed,hissleeping.

Zwe:"Iam takingmysoncauseclearlyyou're

notcutoutforthisBongeka,wherewereyou

whenthishappenedinfactwherewasthefillin

nannythatIpayhuh?youwerebusypainting

yourface,Iseeyoustillrememberedtodoyour

eyebrowswhilemysonwasdying"Zweisbeing

extrabutIwillletBongekaanswerforherself

nowkudalazingnetha

Bongeka:"ZweIwasgettingreadyforwork,I

don'twherePhindilewas,pleasedon'ttakehim

please"

Zwe:"Youcantakehim onweekendsandthat's



whenIam convincedthatyoucantakecareof

him andthisisnotupfordiscussion"Ilookup

andseeBongekastearsfallingandIknowfrom

Zwestonethatheisdeadserious

Bongeka:"Zweplease,itwasamistake"she

looksatme"Yomuzipleasetalktohim"Ilook

downcauseIknowthiswillbehard

Continuation

BongekacriedalonenexttoYakhilesbedand

therewasabsolutelynothingIcoulddoaboutit,

yesIunderstandthatitwasamistakea

recklessonefuthibuthonestlyspeakingthat

couldhavehappenedtoanyone.

Me:"walkmetothecarbabe"Ineedtodistract

him from allthisandIneedtogettoworkits

alreadylate.HewalksoutwithmeandIknowI

am inshitasmuchasBongeka,Zwehashis

handsinhispocketsandisnotevenlookingat

me."Iam reallysorryabouttoday,Iwishthere



wassomethingIcoulddotomakeMfanabetter

rightnow"hekeepsquietstillnotlookingatme,

itsgoingtobeatoughweek."Let'sgoget

breakfast,wewillcomebacklatertoseehim"

stillnoresponse,wegettothecarandIopenit,

Zwehatesmycar,Ijustboughtmyselfagolf7.

Zwe:"letsratherusemycar"lolIknewthatthis

willgethim talking,hedrivesaBMW x4

Me:"Whydoyouhatemycarsomuchbabe?"I

saychucklingandlockingit.

Zwe:"Idon'thateitMuntu,it'sjustthatit'snot

mytyparide"we'rebacktousingmypetname

maybehislessangrynow.Ilaughaswegetin

hiscar,andhedrivestoDavenporttoOliveand

Oil.Wegetthereandgetourselvesanicetable

outside.Ineedtocancelmywholedaytoday,

mymanneedsme,Itakeoutmyphonehe

placesourorder,Itellmyp.athatIwon'tbe

cominginatalltoday.



Zwe:"Youdon'thavetomissworktoday,I'll

manage,youhaveamajoraccount"

Me:"Noyouneedme"

Zwe:"thankyoulove,youknowifYakhilewas

withusthiswouldn'thavehappenedyoualways

makesurethatallcleaningthingsandother

thingsthatarenotchildfriendlyareoutofsight

andthekidscan'treachthem,Ishouldn'thave

listenedtoyou"Ilookupathim inshock,how

onearthdidIendupbeingtgeonewhowas

wronghere?

Me:"That'snotfair,you'rereallyhurtingme

withthesesillycommentsofaboutYakhile

stayingwithBongeka,itwasamistake

NqobizizweevenathomewithyouandIaround

itwouldhavehappened,Iam sorrythatI

convincedyoutoletYakhilegostaywith

mother,Iguessmymistakewasthinkingabout

Bongekasrelationshipwithherson,Itoowould

notliketobeseparatedwithmykidsbutIam



sorryforgettinginvolvedinthingsthathaveto

dowithYOURSON"

Insert44

Yomuzi

Afterourlittleargumentatbreakfastthings

wentfrom badtoworse,andthefactthatIam

busyatworkisnotassistingus.Yakhileindeed

movedinwithusandBongekagothim on

weekends,itwassadindeedbutIjustdidn't

havetheenergytofightaboutthiswithZwe.I

hardlysawthekidsthisaccountwaskeeping

meonmytoes,inthe3andahalfyearsI've

beenwithZwethisisbyfarourbiggestfight.

Hedoesn'tseeanythingwrongwiththe

conversationwehadandsaidIwassulkingfor

noreasonandthatfuthureannoyedme.Zwe

wantsmetomotherhischildrenbutnotmake

decisionswhenitcomestothem,Idon't



understandhowheexpectsmetodothatand

whenItoldhim aboutithesaidheneversaid

thatandIam justlookingforanexcuseforus

tofight.Forthefirsttimesincewemovedin

togetherIam actuallythinkingaboutmoving

out,Ineedtobreathnje.ThesepastweeksI've

beenattheofficeearlyandIleavelate,itsbeen

hecticbutIthinktheargumentswithZwearea

contributingfactorbutImissmykidsandI

needtospendtimewiththem oratleasttuck

them intonight.AsIam preparingforameeting

whenZwewalkedintheofficehestoodbythe

doorandleanedonthedoorframe,myZwe

wascomingbackslowlyandhewashandsome

aseverwearingNavychinos,awhiteshirtwith

anavytieandbrownshoesandhisbagoverhis

shoulder.Ijustlookedathim,ashandsomeas

hewasIwasstillangryathim,hefrowned

whenhesawthatIwasn'tThrilledtoseehim.

Zwe:"havelunchwithmemuntuwam"mnxm



nowthathisoverhimselfImustjump

Me:"Iam busypreparingforameetingthat

goingtotakeplaceinthenext30minutes,

sorry"

Zwe:"YourP.Asaystheyjustcancelled,soyou

havenoexcuseinfactyouarefreeforthe

wholeday"lookslikeIhavenootheroptionnow,

letmecallmynoseyP.A

Me:"Namhlapleasecometomyoffice"she

walksindroolingatZwewhowasnowleaning

onthewindowframetypingonhisphone.

"Namhla"shestopsdroolingandlooksatme

Zwechuckles."Iam leavingnowpleasegive

NsikathatSibekoholdingsfile,makesureyou

dothebookingsforallthemeetingsIhavenext

week,askNomatopleaseseewhetherthe

Capetownclientreceivedtheirfiles"

Namhla:"alrightmam"sheturnstoleavebut

stopswhenshereachesthedoorandturns



"mam aboutthattriptoCapetownnextweek,

thehotelconfirmed"weeeethisgirltalkstoo

muchyeheni!Zwestopstypingandlooksatme,

Ihadnotmentionedanythingaboutthetripto

him,mysiblingsandIaregoingtoCapetown

forfun,Ihadincludedhim eventhoughIwas

notsurewhetherhewouldwanttocomeornot.

Iignorethelookhisgivingandcontinuepacking

Me:"ThankyouNamhla,seeyouonMonday"

Zwetakesmybag,hismoodhaschangedfrom

thatbubblyZwethatwalkedintoapissedZwe.

WedrivetoCaliforniaDreaming,Ileftmycarat

theoffice,IwillfinditthereonMonday.Weget

atableoutsideandweorderourdrinksIordera

mojitoandhechangesittoavirginmojito.

Awuthingithule.

Zwe:"what'shappeningtousMpande?"All

alongI'vebeentypingawayonmyphonebut

nowIam lookingdirectlyathim "Imissus,

therewasatimewherewecouldn'tkeepour



handsoffeachother,wherewecouldn'tstay

angryateachotherformorethan5hoursbut

we'vebeenatitforalmostamonthnow,what's

happeningtous?"Hehashisconcernedlookon

andIseethatheisworriedaboutusbutit'snot

myfault

Me:"YouhurtmeZwe,Ican'tmakeadecision

withoutyouquestioningit.Youmakedecisions

forusaboutusandyouexpectmetobeokay

withit"helooksatmewithhiseyebrowupand

allconfused

Zwe:"When?Idon'tunderstandyounow"

Me:"Allthetime,youdoitsomuchthatyou

don'tknowyou'redoingit,likenow,youoffered

totakemetolunchyoudidn'taskmewhetherI

likecominghereornotyoujustassumedthatI

am fine,youchangedmydrinkorder,Iwanted

aglassofalcoholtheleastyoucandoisletme

havewinethanchangingmyorderaltogether"



Zwe:"Ohsothisisaboutyourdrink?Youdo

thisallthetimewhenthingsdontgoyourway

youturntoalcohol"Thefuck!!!

Me:"excuseme!AreyousayingIusealcoholto

dealwithmyproblems,oneglassofamojito

andyou'veconcludedthatI'm analcoholic

wow"Iclapmyhandsonce.

Zwe:"IdidnotsaythatMpande,don'tputwords

inmymouthplease,Iactuallybroughtyouhere

sowecansortoutwhateveritisthatis

botheringyou"Ireallyneedashotofsomething

strongrightnow.

Me:"theseareallthethingsthatarebothering

meZwe,you,youmakedecisionsforusallthe

timenowyou'recallingmeanalcoholicand

you'renotevenapologeticaboutbecauseyou

didn'tsaytheexactwords,isitnotimportant

howIfeelrightnow,you'removingrightalong

justlikeyoudidn'thearmesaythatIam

offened"hewavesatourwaitorwhocomes



along

Zwe:"mayIpleasehaveadoubleshotofCiroc

withdrylemonandadoubleChivas18yearson

therocks"thewaitorleavesandIjustcontinue

withmydrink"Iam sorryifIoffendedyouit

wasnotmyintentionbutyoudotendtodrinka

lotifthingsaren'tgoingyourway"thisguyisan

idiotyesess

Me:"whatisouragreementwhenitcomesto

apologizingZwe"helooksdown

Zwe:"wedon'tapologiesunlesswemeanit"I

trytospeakbuthestopsme"listenbabe,Iam

frustratedhere,I'm clearlydoingsomething

wrongbutIdon'tknowwhatitisthatIam doing

wrong,you'renotcommunicatingwithmelove.

Idon'tknowwhatIam doingwrongandyou're

nottellingme"hesighsandourdrinksarrive

andhetakeshisadrinksitinonego,Iguess

hisreallyfrustratedbutIaintlettinghim go



Me:"Thereasonwhyyoudon'tknowwhatyou're

doingwrongisbecauseyoudon'tlisten,you're

quicktoactbutyoudon'tlistenandyou're

defensive,youknowwhereIstandwithyou

andthethingsyoudowithmybrothersbutyou

continuetodothem Totallyignoringmy

feelingsbutokayfineIletitgo,butyouknow

whatgotmeitwasyourreactiontowardsme

whenYakhiledrankjik"Itakeasipofmydrink"

FirstlyItoldyouthatBongekatoldmethatyou

usetoabuseherjusttoscaremeoffandI

wrongfullyusedthatinformationinourfight

andIapologizedforitbutwenayoudecideto

twistthatandcallmeBongekasbestfriend,I

toldyouthereasonwhyIfeltYakhileshould

moveinwithhismother,andagainyouusemy

decisionsagainstmewhenthingsgowrong.As

wespeakIam afraidtoleaveyourkidswith

anyoneelsebecauseIam scaredofyour

reactionshouldanythinghappentothem"all

thistimehisbeenplayingwithmydrinkbutnot



lookingatme"Zwethisismyfirsttime

parentingandIunfortunatelyformeIhadto

startwiththreekids,Ilovemyangelsbutthere

isnorulebookforparentingandIam going

withmyinstictshereandyou'renotmakingit

easy"

Zwe:"Goshbabe,Iam sosorryIhaven'tlooked

atthingsfrom yourpointofviewandIam sorry

itsjustthatIwantthingstogowell,Iam so

sorrymuntuIreallydidn'tthinkthatthingswere

thishecticbabypleaseforgiveIhavebeena

jerk"mnxm Ilookatthisguyandinsteadof

forgivinghim Igetannoyed,we'vebeenatthis

foralmostamonthandhisonlygettingitnow.I

starteatingmyfood,whichtastesreallygood

bytheway.Myphoneringsandit'sNsika.

Me:"Halfdidyougetthefile"Nsika:"Helloto

youtoo"welaugh"YesIgotthefile,yourP.Ais

soannoyingthoughhayimani,whereareyouby

theway,I'vegotsomethingIneedyoutolook



at"hesoundsserious

Me:"Iam havinglunchwithLandilesdad"

Nsika:"HisLandilesdad,Iguessthingsarestill

notcoolifyou'renotcallinghim myZwe"I

chuckle"areyouguysgoingtobefinethough,I

needyouguystobefineyaz,Zweisso

annoyingwhenyouguysarefightinghelooks

lost,haveyoutoldhim aboutCapeTown?"

Me:"PleaseleaveZwealonewena,noIhaven't

toldbutmyannoyingP.Akindamentioneditso

Iwilltellhim now"hechuckles

Nsika:"okay,seeyouonSundaykebyelove

you"

Me:"Loveyoutoobye"

Zwelooksatmewithaquestioninglook

Zwe:"What'shappeninginCapeTown?"

uthandiyndabayessses

Me:"LihleisgoingthereaguestlectureatUCT



andNsikaandIwantedafewitemsandsowe

thoughtwemightaswellgotoforthelong

weekendanditjusthappensthatit'sNhlanhlas

birthdayonthatSaturdaynoweveryoneisgoing

includingyou."

Zwe:"ohIsee,whenwereyougoingtotellme

this?"

Me:"assoonasIsawyou,nowIam tellingyou"

helooksannoyed

Zwe:"You'vebeenbusyalmostthewhole

monthandtheminuteyougetanopeningin

your'busy'scheduleyoujumptoanother

province,Mpandewhataboutyourkidsand

yourhusband?"NowIregrettellingbutletme

benice

Me:"butIam takingmyhusbandwithnjebabe,

andfrom tomorrowitmeandthekids,the

accountisalmostfinished,Nsikaandhisteam

Aredealingwithitfrom nextweek,myteam is



done"hisstillannoyed"Lookherebabe,Iwill

maketimeforusaloneyou'llseepleasedon't

getangryatme"

Zwe:"Whywon'tyoumarryme,I'veproposed

threetimesandIalwaysgetayesbutunlike

othergirlsyouhaven'tevendemandedaring,or

setatdateorevenlookonthedirectionofa

dressmuntu"whyisZwetryingruinmymood

now

Me:"hawubabehowdidwemovefrom talking

aboutcapeTowntoyoutalkingaboutour

wedding"

Zwe:"Don'tavoidthequestionMpandeyomuzi"

weeee

Me:"whyisitimportant,Imeanwealreadydo

whatmarriedpeopledo,wehavekids,westay

together,weknoweachotherspinslikewhat

willalittlepaperdotous,howwillchangeour

relationship"allalonghiseyesarepoppedout,I



seethathishurtbuthonestlyI'm justnotready

formarriageIthinkitsjustoneofthosethings

thatdontexciteme

Zwe:"InmyentirelifeIhavenevermeta

womenwhothinkssolittlofmarriage"Ilaugh

causehisstillshocked

Me:"comeonnowyou'reexaggerating,finish

upsowecangogetmeanengagementring"

hisfacelightensup.

Insert45

Zwe

Mpandehasfinallytakenasteptowards

preparingforourweddingandunlikemostgirls

shejustwantsatraditionalweddinglikecan

youbelieveitawomanwantsjustatraditional

wedding,asmuchasIwasunhappyabouther

decisionIwashappythatweweremoving

forward.Ittookalotofconvincingforherto



agreetohavingaweddingatallsoIam not

abouttosulkaboutthetypeofweddingshe

wants.NowIhaveaverybigproblem onmy

handsandthat'sBongeka,girldoesn'twantto

letgoatall,onefridayIwasdroppingoff

Yakhilebecauseapparentlyhercarhadgonein

forservicing,listenIfoundherwearinglingerie

nkosiyamiittooksomuchdisciplinetonotrip

herapart.Shecallsmeallthetimenowlikeall

thetimeespeciallyifYakhileiswithher,Idon't

knowwhattodoanymore.Shestillcomesto

myofficeandbringsmelunchandclaimswe

arefriendsoflately,IneedtotellMpandeabout

allofthiscauseifshefindsoutbyherself,I

mightaswellforgetaboutthetraditional

weddingthatshehasagreedtoo.

ThisweekendwearegoingtoCapeTown,it's

theKhumalosandustheextraslolAndileand

myself,whatIdon'tunderstandiswhyFika

neverbringshiswifetosuchthings,whetherwe



aredrinkingorhavingourregularSunday

lunches,hiswifeisneveraroundIonlyseeher

atfamilygatheringskphela,ImustaskMpande

ukuthwhat'sthedealwiththem.Mpandehas

beenshoppingwithLihlethiswholeweekit's

liketheydiscoversomethingnewtobuy

everyday.Sheisaroundhomealotandis

spendingalotoftimewiththekidstoo.Iget

homeandfindherwithLandileandmygirlruns

tomeleavinghermom likethathatheboysdo

thistomeallthetimeIcanneverhidemy

excitementwhenLandiledoesittoher.Icatch

mybabygirlandIputmythingsnexttoMpande

thengiveheraverydeepkiss,I'vemissedher

andshemoans.

Me:"I'vemissedyoumymuntu,wherearethe

boys"

Mpande:"I'vemissedyoutoobabe,I'm sohorny

thesedaysIhopeI'm notpregnant"shesays

soundingconcerned"theboysarewiththe



nannybathing"nothingwouldmakemore

happythenapregnantMpandebutIknowshe

wouldbeveryangryifshe'dfallpregnantnow

Me:"Beingpregnantwouldn'tbesuchabad

thinglove"shegivesmethemeanestlookever,

Ishouldn'thavesaidthatIknowbutIjust

couldn'thelpmyself,shestandsupandwalks

tothekitchenandIfollowhershetakesouta

bottleofVodkaCirocandpoursitinaglassand

andtakesitinonego.

"NothingaboutwhatIsaidcouldhavedrivento

takeashotofvodkaMpandeyomuzi"Isay

soundingannoyed,Idon'tunderstandwhyshe

justdidthat.

Mpande:"IvowedtomyselfthatIwouldtakea

shoteverytimeyousaysomethingstupid"she

sayswithastraightface.

Me:"Comeonnowyou'rebeingextra,it'snot

likebeingpregnantwouldmeanit'stheendof



theworldforyou"shequicklypoursherself

anothershotanddownsitbeforeIgettoher

"Hey,cutitout"Itakethevodkaandputitaway

andshewalksawaygoingtoourbedroom.I

followheragain,thistimeIgotothenannyand

giveherLandile,Iseemyboysandkissthem

goodnightasIwalkoutoftheirroom shewalks

andkissesthem goodnighttoostayingabit

longer,Iwaitforheratourbedroom.She

comesinandsitsonthebedandlooksatme,

letmejustchangethetopiccauseIseeweare

goingtofight.Myphonerings,itsBongekaoh

shit

Me:"Bongeka"IseeMpandelookingather

watch

Bongeka:"HiZweboo"IopenmyeyeswideI

feellikeMpandecanhearhersoIputheron

loudspeakersoIstayoutoftrouble"Iheard

niyahambawithyourrastathislongweekend"I

wanttolaughattherastapartbutIcan'tcause



Iwillbeputtingparafineonthefire"soIwas

wonderingifyoucouldbringYayaoveron

Wednesdayafterschool"

Me:"stopcallingmywifenames"Mpande

shootsmeameanlook"Iwillbeworkingtilllate

onWednesday,IwillaskMpandetodrophim

off"I'm walkingoneggshellshear

Bongeka:"OhhellNo,isitnotenoughthatshe

mothersmychildwithoutmypermissionnowI

havetoseeeverytimeIwanttoseemyson,

comeonZwepleasebringhim overevenifits

atmidnight,Idon'tmindIwillwaitup"Ihear

Mpandelaughandit'snothergoodlaughits

herangrytone,sheleavestheroom.

Me:"listenIam notgoingtodothattomyson,

itseitherMpandebringshim overoryoufetch

him onThursday,andstopcallingmeatthe

timeoranytime,thismytimewithmywife

pleaserespectthat"Mpandewalksinwiththat

bottleofCirocandmyeyespopagain,thisgirl



istryingtokillmebeforeImarryher.

Bongeka:"Ohpleaseyouguysaren'teven

married"

Me:"Fuckoff"Idropthecall"Ididn'tsay

anythingstupidthistime,whyareyoudrinking?"

Shegivesmethatohreallylook.

Mpande:"IseeBongekamybestfriendisyour

girlfriendnowhuh'Zweboo'hahahahamba

Nqobizizwe"IlookdowncauseIreallydon't

knowwhatI'm goingtosay"Mpandewilldrop

him off"shesaysimitatingmyvoiceanddrinks

from thebottle"Iam yourchauffeurnow,

Bongekacan'tcomeandpickuphersonnow"

shelaughsoutloudIknowsheispissedand

there'snottellingwhatshewilldonext"What's

nextnomithisanafuthiandMpandewillbe

theretotakecareofthekidsagainheh?Zwe

tellBongekamustnotdaremyrastafarianass,I

thinkshehasforgottenwhoIam Zwe"she

drinksfrom thebottleagain,Iwalkovertoher



andgrabit,Igotothebathroom andthrowit

downthetoiletbeforeshegetstome.WhenI

turnsheslapsmesohard,Ifeelmyhead

spinningandIslapherbacksohardshefalls

onthefloor.Igoandstandoverher,whothe

Fuckdoesshethinksheisslappingmelikethat?

Iam beyondangry

Zwe:"WhattheFuckiswrongwithyou,

uyahlanya?Ungagijwayelikabimina

Mpandeyomuzi,Iam notoneofthoseweak

boysthatgrewupngakini,Iwillfuckenbeatthe

shitoutofyouminauyezwa"shesitsup

holdinghercheck,Iknowshewon'tcry,toher

that'sasignofweaknessshelooksatmelike

sheisreadytoripmeapartbutsheknows

better,todayisnotthedayshepushedmetoo

far,shestandsupandwalkstothedoor,Iknow

shewantstorunofftoherbrothersnow

"Uyaphi,closethatfuckendoorandgoshower

andfuckensleep,ngiyakubonauyahlanya



ekhanda"shewalksbacktotakesoffher

clothesandwenttoshower,Itookoffmy

clothestooandwenttoshowerwithher,itwas

tooquietyoucouldonlyhearthewaterrunning

downourbodiesIfinishedfirstwentout,Iknow

sheisgoingtostayinthatshowertillthewater

turnscoldsoIturnitoffandhandheratowel

andshewalksoutwithouttakingoutthetowel

andgoestotheclosetIwalkbehindherandwe

gettheshetakesoutanothertowelandwiped

herselfshethenputonherPJs,Ididthesame

too.Weslepteachonekeepingtotheirside.

Continuation

Yomuzi

I'veneverseenZwelikethiseversincewemet,

thisthefirsttimeI'veseenhim thisangryfora

secondIwantedtoretaliatebutwhenIsawthe



angerinhiseyesIbackeddown,mydaduseto

say'knowwhenyou'regoingtoloose,back

down',anywaynooneistalkingtoanyone.I've

boughteverythingIneedandpackednowIam

justwaitingforZwetogetbackfrom workearly,

weareleavingwithNsikaandNhlanhla,Fikais

alreadyinCapeTownandwewillfindAndile,

LihleandThembaattheairport.Bongekawill

befetchingYakhile.

WearriveattheairportandboardourflightIam

tooquietbutnoonehasaskedmewhat's

wrongbutIknowsomeonewillaskeventually.

WegettoCapetownandheadtoSeapoint

wherewebookedforthenight,tomorrowwe

willmovetoRondeboschwherewebookedata

BnBfortherestoftheweekend.Wegettothe

hotel,andwegotoourrooms,weagreeto

meetatthelobbyat19:30sowecanheadto

theWaterfrontfordinner.It'sstillearlysoI

freshenupandtellZwethatIam goingto



ThembabecauseIknowLihleandAndileare

mostprobablygettingnaughty,Igetto

Thembasroom andtomysurpriseLihleisthere

andtheyaregettingdressed.Iwalkinandthey

bothlookatme

Me:"What?"

Lihle:"WhyareyouandZwesoshadyandcold"

andIwanttocryandletitalloutandbe

vulnerable.SoIjustcryandletitallout.

Me:"Hehitme"Lihlequicklyturnstolookatme

shockedandstormstothedoorshouting,'oh

hellNo'Thembaholdsherarm andpullsher

back

Themba:"HoldyourhorsesMrsMdletshe,we

don'tknowwhyhehither,shemusttellusthe

wholestorysodon'tgojumpinginother

people'sbusinesses,YomuzihereandZwe

makeupandyouwillbeleftalonesocalm your

tits"



Lihle:"Idon'tcarewhatshedid,hehadnoright

tohitherfuckno"shesayswithsomuchanger.

Themba:"sityourassdownmadam"shelooks

atme"Khulumawena,whatdidyoudo?"Itell

them everything,from thetalkaboutpregnancy

toBongekascallupuntiltheVodkapart.

Lihle:"andwhytheFuckwouldyouslaphim

Yomuzi?"Sheisannoyednow

Themba:"Itoldyou"

Me:"guysungshayengazulaikhanda,Ifeltlike

mydreadswerefallingoffmyhead"andthey

startlaughing

Lihle:"Soyouguyshaven'tspokensince

Tuesday?"

Themba:"Seetheproblem withyouYomuziis

thatyoudon'tlistenatall,youwanttoreactfast

andZwetooislikethatyouguysarestubborn

asfuck,youneedtounderstandthatZweisa

manandyouneedtogivehim hisplaceinyour



relationship,allowhim towearthepants"

Lihle:"ButIalsoblameZwehistooeasyonyou

alwaysfollowingyouaroundnje"hawuZweis

nottooeasyonme"Listenbabeweallknow

howmuchZweloves,healwaysputsyoufirst

yeshehasbaggagebutyouchosetostaynow

stickitout,youguyshaveagoodthinggoingon

don'tallowyourpastexperiencesandprideto

standinyourwayofhappiness,respectZwe,

learntodisagreewithhim withoutputtingupa

fight,useyourbodytogethim toagreewithyou

insteadofsulkinghoney"shechecksherwatch

"itstimetogo"westanduptoleave"weneedto

findawaytodealwiththisBongekacharacter

fast"welaughandleavewegetinsidethelift

"manjeyouhaven'thadsexforalmost3days

nowwow"sheclapsherhandsandtheylaugh

atme

Me:"fokof"Ijoininlaughing.Wegettothe

lobbyandfindthem waitingforus,Nhlanhla



saystheyhavealreadycalledanuber,my

peoplelookgoodalldressedupforourdinner

butIcannevergetoverhowZwehasclassand

stylewearealmostmatching,Iam wearing

khakichinosandawhiteshirtwithnavyblock

heelwithaverysmallheelmightIaddanda

slingbag.Zweiswearingnavychinosanda

blueshirtwithshortsleevesnottuckedinand

brownshoes,Icanseehishappysocks.

Andile:"YomuziandZwelikestealingthespot

light,whyareyouguysmatchingnje,newlove

things"everyonelaughs

Zwe:"Fuseg"ouruberarrivesandwegetinand

asusualmyseatisnexttoZwe,wesitatthe

backwithNsikanexttome,Zweholdsmyhand,

Ileanonhischestandhekissesmyforehead.

Thisisthefirsttimehiskissedortouchedmein

3daysandI'vemissedhishugssomuch.I've

missedthisplace,myplaceIcanfeelhisheart

beatandit'slikethere'sasongplayinginhis



heartandhisheartisdancingtothebeat,he

takesouthisphoneIdon'tlookup,fewseconds

laterIreceiveamessagefrom him 'Iloveyou

morethanlifeItself'Ilookupathim andhe

givesmeapeckonmylips.WearriveatThe

waterfront,wegetlostabitlookingforthe

restaurantbecausenoonewantedtolistento

me,theylistenedtoNsikaandwegotlost.

WhenwearrivedattherestaurantwefindFika

alreadythere,we(girls)allruntohim assoon

aswegetin,theplacestartsbeingnoisylolit's

us.Weplaceourordersandstarteating.

Fika:"thecarsthatcarrycashherearealways

onbusyroads,andusuallyinthemornings"Itry

standingupbutZwepullsmebymyhandandI

sitdown,thattimeIthoughtwewereona

familyvacationkantwearehereonillegal

business.Nx

Andile:"RondeboschisquietonMonday

mornings,schoolkidsareatschooland



universitystudentsareattendingsoMonday

willbefine"Ineedaglassofsomethingstrong

Andiletoohayngeke.

Nsika:"theproblem istherearetwoclose

policestationsaroundRondebosch,theyare

tooclose,wewouldhavetobefastandMr

Nhlanhlahereisslowasfuck"everyonelaughs

besidesme.IcallthewaitressservingusandI

ordersaPinaColada,Zwegivesmethemost

horriblelookever.MydrinkarrivesandThemba

takesitandgivesmeawarninglook,Ineedthat

drinklikereallybad,hereIwasthinkingweare

heretohavekantino.WhatIdon'tunderstand

iswhyIwasdraggedherewhentheyallknow

howIfeelaboutthis.

Me:"whyam Ihere?"

Nhlanhla:"Weneedadriverandbetweenallof

youwerethebestandfastdriver,Zwecould

driveusbutweneedallthemanpower"Ilook

atthesepeopleindisbelieflikereally???



Me:"Soyouguysplannedallthisaroundme

wow,youguysknowverywellhowIfeelabout

this,Ikeptdoingthebooksformom butthis,

thisispushingit,whenwillitendhuh?Don'tyou

guyshaveenoughmoney?Iain'tdoingshit

driveyourselves"Istandupandwalkoutpissed

asfuckNsikafollowsme.

Nsika:"Iam sorryIdidn'ttellyou"Ikeepquiet"

Yomuziweneedyou"

Me:"Soyouaretheirspokesperson?youkeep

thingsawayfrom mewena?Youmake

decisionsonmybehalfnow?Aremyfeelings

towardsthiswholethingnotimportantnow."

Nsika:"it'snotlikethatYomuzi,Iknowhowyou

feelaboutthissoIjustdidn'tknowhowtotell

you,thisisourlasthiesthalfthisisit"

Me:"whatifsomethinghappenstoyouguys?

Doyouthinkwewouldeversurvivewithout

eachother?Nsika,ZweandIhavekidshowwill



Ievertellhiskidsthatheisnotevercoming

backshouldanythinghappentohim"helooks

downkickingrocksaswewalktowardsthe

Harbour"Nsikawebarelymadeitwhendad

passedaway,whenIwasinhospitalyouguys

wereZombies,doyouguysneverthinkofthat

whenyou'replanningthesethings,Iam not

drivingthatgetawaycar,medoingthatwould

meanIagreewiththishobbyofyours"wewalk

backtotherestaurantandNsikashakeshis

head,Iguesshistellingthem thatIam not

budging.

Fika:"Mpandeyomuziwheredoyouthinkdad

tookallthismoneytosendyoutothese

expensiveschools?Thisishowheprovidedfor

us"

Me:"dadalsomadesurewegetthebest

educationsothatweallhavegoodandstable

jobs,Iguessthatwassowecannotdothe

samethingshedidsotoprovideforour



familiestoo"theyalllookdowntotheirplates

andcontinuedeating

Fika:"ThisisourlastjobMtungwa"

Me:"Idon'tcarewhetherit'syourthirdjobIaint

doingit,andyouknowwhat'sworseisthat

shouldanythinggowronginthatstupidhiest

mykidswilllooseboththeirparentbeitto

deathortojailmeanwhilewenayourwifeis

cruisingtheworldmntakwethu,nopeIchoose

tobealiveandjailfreeifNqobizizwehere

wantstogamblewithhislifethenit'sfine,he

willdieorgethimselfarrestedminaIwillgladly

moveonwithmylife,Iwillfindmyselfarich

manwhowilltakemetoZanzibarformyhoney

moon"NhlanhlaandAndilegiggle

Zwe:"Don'tspeaklikethatmuntu,don'tever

saythat,IwilltakeyoutoZanzibarlove"

everyonelaughs,idiots.

Nhlanhla:"Ihearandunderstandyourreasons



YomuziandIrespectthem Ipersonallyrespect

yourdecisionandwillneverholditagainstyou"

Inodathim.WewaitforLihletofinishher

desertthenweheadbacktothehotel,Ifeellike

ZweandIhavejustmoved10stepsbackcause

nowhissulkingatleastwe'restillholdinghands.

Insert46

Zwe

Thingshaven'tbeengreatatallbetween

MpandeandI,whenshetoldmethatweare

goingtoCapeTownIalreadyknewandwas

waitingforhersiblingstotellherbuttomy

surprisetheydidn'ttellherthefulldetailsofour

trip,nowIknowmylifelineandasmuchas

theymightnotbescaredofher,Iam soIam

notgoingtohangmyselfbecauseofFikas

arroganceifhewantstofeelMpandeswrathlet

him doitbyhimselfIaintsayingshit!Eversince



Ihitherthingshavejustbeencoldinthishouse,

IknowIwaswrongbutatthesametimeIhad

toshowherthatI'm nopushover,intheyears

we'vebeentogetherIhavelearntthatMpande

likespushingpeopletotheirlimitandfeedson

youranger,Iknowshewasnotexpectingmeto

hithercausesheknowsI'dneverhither,I

wasn'tpissedatthefactthatshehitmeIwas

expectinghertohitmevelebutforthewayI

respondedtoBongekasissue.Notoverabottle

ofvodkathatIhavewarnedheraboutmore

thantwicetodayalready.NonethelessIwas

wrongandIwillapologies.Withregardsto

Bongeka,Ijustknowhowtodealwiththatgirl,

sheispersistentandannoyingasfuckifthere

wasawayofpermanentlyeliminatingher

withoutfeelingguiltyIwouldbutthereisntIjust

needtothreatenheragain.

WeareinCapeTownalreadyandwewere



gettingreadyfordinner,Mpandelefttoseeher

sisterswewillmeetdownstairswheneveryone

isready,Iam sureeveryonehasseenthat

therestroubleinparadisebutnoonehasthe

ballstoaskjustyet,whenMpandewasleavingI

wasgoingtofreshenupassoonasIfinished

gettingdressedupsomeoneknockedandI

wenttoopenitwasAndile,wellhewasthelast

personIexpectedtoseehereIthoughthe

wouldbewithhiswifemakingoutsomewhere

Me:"aren'tyousupposetobesomewhere

makingoutwithyourwife"welaughandImove

asidetolethim in

Andile:"akereyourmadam tookher,what'sup

withyoutwovele,youguysarecoldnjeits

unlikeyou?"Thereitisthebigquestion,Ilook

downandanswersoftly

Me:"Ihither"hewidenshiseyes"heydon't

judgemeshehitmefirst,dudesheslappedme

sohardIthinkIactuallysawstars"andhe



laughsandsendsatextonhisphone,soon

thereisaknockonthedoorIgoopenitNsika

andNhlanhla,Imakewayandtheywalkin.I

lookatAndileandheshrugshisshoulders

Nsika:"Dudewhatdidyoudotomysistershe's

sodistant,Ihaven'thadourmooshy

conversationwithherthisweek"

Andile:"Hehither"Iturntolookatthisbitch

snitch

Me:"wowyou'reabitchMdletshe"helaughs

andthebrothersjustlookatmeIam notsure

thoughwhat'sgoingthroughtheirheads"listen

guysIam sorry,itwon'thappenagain"Iaint

tellingthem theinsandoutsofourrelationship

though

Nhlanhla:"dudenotcoolatall,Iknowwelike

youandstuffbutthat'snotcool"Ilookdown

causeIdofeelbadandIknowifIwereintheir

positionI'dbemadasfuck



Andile:"shehithim first"ohwow!Yaze

yaperezaindoda,andthesefoolscrackupand

laugh

Nsika:"Nhlanhlapleasegivememymoney,I

toldyoushewillgetawhoppingsoon"hawu

andthen?Idon'tknowwhat'shappening,

Nhlanhlatakesouthisphoneanddoes

somethingIseeNsikasmile,Iguesshereally

transferedmoney."ListenZwedon'thitmy

sisterman,it'snotcoolitsjustnotonbutIam

amazedthatittookyousuchalongtimeto

snapinfactshehadtoliterallypushyouover

soyoucanhither.I'veseenhoweasilyyouget

pissedandIknowhowpushysheisplusshe

drinksalotandIknowyou'vetoldtocutdown,I

toldherthoughbutshedoesn'tlisten"

Nhlanhla:"NsikaandIwerespeakingaboutyou

guysjustamonthagoandIwastellinghim that

you'retoosoftonYomuziandshehasseen

yourlimitsandshe'sjusttiptoeingaroundthem



withoutyouevennoticing,IevensaidifIhada

girlfriendwhohasasmartmouthlikeherI

wouldhavehitherjustoncebecauseIwould've

lostmytemper,sohesaidheknowsyouwill

looseitsoonwithherdrinkingsomuch,Igave

youayearandhegaveyouamonth"woow"on

aseriousnotethough,Iknowsheprobably

pushedtoofarbutthat'snotanexcusetolay

yourhandsonher,ifFikawouldfindoutthere

willbetrouble,justdon'thither,Iknowshe

throwsameanonebutalwayswalkaway"Inod

andapologiesonceagain.InallhonestyImiss

hernow,wehaven'tspokenproperlysincethat

dayandit'sbeenanightmare,let'snotmention

thesexpart.Imisshersomuchafteralong

conversationwiththebrothersandthesnitch

weheadtothelobbytowaitforthem and

MpandeandIlooklikeweplannedouroutfits

whichdidnthappen,Andilemakesfunofus,our

uberarrivesandpernorm couplessittogether

andourplusoneisNsika,Iholdherhadand



sheleansinandIkissherforeheadItakeout

myphoneandsendheransms'Iloveyoumore

thanlifeitself'shereadsitandlooksreliefed.I

honestlydon'tknowwhatIwoulddowithout

her.Ifeellikewe'vejustmadeprogress.

Theconversationatthetableabouttheheist

leavesmerattled,Mpandeisnotbudgingand

wordsareexchangedandIhappenedtobea

victim whilethingsarebeingsaidbut

somethingshesaidcaughtmyattention,first

Fikaswifeandthefactthatifthingswouldgo

wrongmylittlefamilywouldbeleftwithnoone

soIam gladthatunlikeherothersiblingssheis

notafraidtostanduptoherbrother.Itoldthem

thatshewouldrefusethoughbuttheydidn't

listennowIfeellikewemovedonestep

forwardinthecabbutnowweare10steps

back.WehadtowaitforLihletofinishher

desertbeforewecouldleave.Iam sograteful



toThembafortakingthatdrinkfrom Mpande

causeIam surewewouldhavemoved20steps

backifshedrank.Wewalkoutoftherestaurant

everyonesaystheyaregoingtoGreenpointfor

somefunbutwecallitanightandagreeto

meetupforbreakfastearlyinthemorning.Our

ubersarealreadywaitingforus,wegetandgo

toourseparateways.Wegettothehoteland

gostraighttoourroom shetakesoffher

clothesandputsonhernightdressandget

undertheblanketsItakeoffmyclothesandI

am leftwithjustmyboylegundies,Igetin

behindherandhugherforaminuteIthought

shewouldmovebutsheheldon

Yomuzi:"Whydidn'ttellmeaboutthereal

reasonwearehear?"Isigh

Me:"Ithoughtyoursiblingswouldtellsinceit

wastheiridea,Iam sorrybaby,Iknowhowyou

aboutcommunicationandsecrets,Iam sorry

abouthittingyoulikethat,thereisnoexcusefor



mybehaviorIam reallysorryMbulazi"she

holdsmetighterandrubsherbum againstmy

growingerection,Imovemyoneheadtoher

pantieswhilemyotherhandmovesintoher

breats,IkissherneckandblowitassIrubher

nunaoverherunderwear"Iloveyousomuch

babe"shegroans,wehaven'thadsexfor

almostaweeknowandIwastrulydying,I

quicklyturnhertofacemeandtakeoffher

pantiesandnightyandshetakesoffmyundies

tooandholdsmybulkmovingherhadupand

downandIdothesametohernuna,sheis

soakingwet,Iinsertafingerandshemoan

loudlymakingmeyernforher,Ican'tholdany

longer,wekissdeeply,there'salotoflustand

hungerinourkissIlifeupherlegandinsert

myselfslowly,heavenItellyou,wemove

togetherslowly,Ilayherbackwithoutpulling

outandwecontinuetomakdslowloveit'slike

oursoulsarespeakingtoeachotherand

beggingeachothertobeoneagain.Wemake



lovethewholenight

47

Zwe

IwokeupanditsoundedlikeMpandewasin

theshower,wehadplansforbreakfastwiththe

familysoIthoughtIshouldgojoinherinthe

shower,wewerealsomovingtothebedand

breakfasttoday,laterthough.AsIwasopening

thebathroom doorshewalkedoutlookingall

kindsofsexywithatowelwrappedaround,

GwabinishotstraightupasIwasnaked,she

laughedwhenshesawmyerectionandImoved

closetoherbutshemovedoutoftheway.

Me:"aahbaby,Ineedalittlelovingnje"

Yomuzi:"hayiZwemyladypartshurtfrom last

nightandthismorning,don'tyougettiredkanti"

Me:"tiredofwhat?Phelayouareminewena



andIcouldnevergettiredofyou"shewalks

awaylaughing"wherearegoingvelesoearly?"

Yomuzi:"hikingwithNsikaandNhlanhla"

whuuuunever

Me:"missme,Ichoosetostayblack"

Yomuzi:"what'sthatsupposedtomean"she

saysthrowinghertowelatme

Me:"that'sawhitesonlythingandyouknow"

shelaughsuntilshehadtears

Yomuzi:"it'sagoodthingthat'sjustthetwoof

herewithyousayingallthatnonsensebabe,

blackpeoplehiketoo,itslikeukzingelaintact.

That'swhenIfirstgotintouchwithnaturedad

usedtotakemeandNsikatogohuntingallthe

timesoIgrewuptolovingnaturenje"

Me:"Yourdadtreatedyoulikeaboy"shelaughs

again

Yomuzi:"Hekinderdidn'thavemuchofachoice



NsikaandIneverseparatedandfollowedhim

everywhere,likeeverywhereZwe,ifhetookone

ofussomewhereandlefttheotherwewould

cryuntilhewenttofetchtheotherorleftus"

Me:"weirdos"Iwasnowlookingatherleaning

onthedoorframe,shelovedseeingmelikethis,

shebitherlipandcontinuedgettingdressed,

aftershetiedhertrainersshestoodandcame

togivemeakiss

Yomuzi:"SeeyouatKirstenboschforbrunch,

loveyou"

Me:"loveyoutoo,besafe"

Yomuzi

Iam sogladthatthingsaresmoothbetween

ZweandI,thesilencewaskillingmeandIjust

missedhim,afterthetalkIhadwithThemba

andLihleIrealisedthatIwaswrongandsome

pointIneedtoputmyprideasideandapologise,



IloveZweandIknowhespoilsmetoomuch

andIam scaredthatIwillchasehim awaywith

myattitudeandrudeness.Igettothelobbyof

thehotelandmybrothersarealreadythereand

BhutFikatooistherewhichIdidn'texpectI

lookatNsikaandheshrugswetakeacabthat

dropsusoffatRhodesMem

Fika:"let'sgokids"wefollowhim withour

backpacksupRhodesmen.

Me:"Sohow'slifeingeneralguys,wehaven't

donethisinawhile"

Nhlanhla:"Soandso,nothingexcitingyaz"

Me:"youshouldgetagirlfriendoractuallyget

seriouswithoneofyourflings"theyalllaugh

butI'm seriousNhlanhlais33isaqualified

doctorbutdoesn'tevenhaveakidnothing

"Weneedourbloodlinetocontinueandyounot

havingkidsisputtingourfamilyatriskofnot

growing"



Fika:"youshouldhavebeenaboyyaz"they

laughagain"seriouslythoughNhlanhlawhen

areyousettlingdown,nousebuildingan

empireiftherewon'tbeanyonetotakecareof

it"

Nhlanhla:"Ididn'tknowthatthishikewasabout

me,anintervention,Iwouldhavestayedwith

ThembaandLihleanddoneshoppingwith

them"nowitsmyturntolaugh

Nsika:"wearejustworriedaboutyoubro"we

alllookathim allshocked"heydon'tlookatme

likethathisolderthenmehawu"welaugh

again

Me:"Fikawena?Anythingexciting?"

Fika:"Nope!UnathiandIaregettingadivorce"

theboyslookedshockedbutI'm not,Inever

reallylikedher"shecheated"okaynowthatwas

ashocker

Nsika:"andshe'sstillalive?Areyoualright



Bhut?"

Fika:"I'llbefine,shewantstotakethekids

sayingI'm alwaysawaybhlabhlabhla"hayishe

can't"oneofthesedaysIwilllooseitandkill

her"yepthereheisbazalwaneFikanokuthula

PitbullKhumalo

"Thatgirlthinksshecancheatonmeandthen

wanttotakemykidsandthenaskfor

maintaince,kantwherearewe?"Shuuu

Nhlanhla:"whydidn'tyoutellus,itsagood

thingshedoesn'tknowanythingaboutthe

familybusinessorwewouldbedoomed"

Fika:"yeahmetoo,Ishouldhavelistenedto

Themba"YepbakhonziThembadidwarnhim.

Wecontinuetochataboutlittlethingsand

jokingaround

Fika:"Mpandeyomuzi"eishI'm introuble"what

isthisIhear,youhittingZweandhim hitting

youback?"IgiveNsikaameanlookandhe



shrugshisshouldersagain"nodon'tlookat

them Thembatoldme,whatwereyouthinking,

ifthatboydidn'tloveyouhewouldhavebeat

theshitoutofyouMissy,youcan'tgoaround

hittingmen,awukhokini?Ifyoudon'trespect

yourhusbandyouwillloosehim ngiyakutshela.

IknowthatZwelovesbecausenomatterhow

manytimesIscaredhim offhetoldmehe

wasn'tgoingtoletyougo.You'remistakening

hisloheforyouandhiskindnessasa

weakness,youwillpushhim awaymiss

Feministandyouwillhavenoonetoblamebut

yourself,listenkidlearntouseyourwordsnot

yourfists,thisthingofhangingaroundwithus

madeyouthinkyouwerealsoaboywhichyou

arenotlady,allowZwetobeamanorelse"

Me:"Thisturnttobeaboutmesofastletsgo

backtoNsikawhenareyouhavingkidshalf?"

Theyalllaughatme

Fika:"Iwasjustgivingyoufreeadvicegirl,



therearemanyrespectfulgirlsoutthereand

youknowhowattractivethatshitistousblack

men"theseotherfoolsnodtheirheads

Nsika:"Imissdad"

Fika:"whatdoyoumissthemostabouthim?I

misshowheusedtoeachandeveryoneofus

special,noonewasmorespecialthenthe

other"

Us:"Yeah"

Nhlanhla:"hewoulddiethenseeusfallapartor

beheartbroken,Iremembermyfirstyearat

varsitywhenZinzibrokemyheart,IcalledFika

cryingaboutitandinsteadofwalkingdownto

reshecalleddadandhedroveallthewayfrom

NongomatoDurbanhegottoresintheearly

hoursofthemorningcalledmeandtoldmeto

getdressedwearegoingout,wewenttopick

upFikaandwewenttodrinkandhepaida

prostitutetosleepwithme"theguysalllaughed



andIwasdisgusted

Me:"sies"theylaughedagain"wellImissthis

aboutdad,hiking/hunting,hetaughtmehowto

fightandhowtodefendmyself,I'm sogladhe

diedafterhetaughtmesomuch,I'dkillforjust

aminutewithnow"theyallcametomeandwe

grouphuggedandcontinuedtohikeuntilwe

gottoKirstenboschandwefoundThemba,

Lihle,ZweandAndilesittingandhavingdrinks,

wejoinedthem.

Lihle:"ithasalwaysbeenlikethis"welaugh

"theyusetoleaveThembaandIbehindandgo

withdadincludingher"Zwelaughsandgives

meakiss

Me:"butyouguysneverwantedtojoinus,in

factwenaLihleyouweretoomuchofagirl,you

wouldchangeyouroutfitsthreetimesaday"

Nhlanhla:"worsewhenshewasonherperiod"

Andile:"shestilldoesthat"wealllaugh



Themba:"therewasatimewethoughtYomuzi

wasalesbian"hahhahatruemymom wasso

worried.Aswewerelaughingmyphonerang,it

wasmynanny

Nompilo:"sorrytobitteryousisibutthekids

arerestless,theyhavebeencryingthewhole

daytodayevensisBongekabroughtbackYaya

sayinghehasbeencryingnonstopanddoesn't

knowwhattodo"ItellhertoIwillcallherback

nownow,Iwillvideocallherbackshemust

gatherthem.

Zwe:"what'swrongyoulookworried"Itellthem

whatNompilojustsaidandseeThembaface

change

Icallthekidsback

Them:"muntuuuu"evenLandileiscallingmy

namingclappingherhands,Imissthem now

andIwanttogohome.

Me:"hibabies,what'swrong?"



Siyakha:"MissyouUmuntuWAM comehome"

Me:"missyoutooboy,I'm cominghome

tomorrowboy,youwanttospeaktopapa?"They

allnod

Zwetakesthephoneandimmediatelythere's

noisetheyareThembapeakingatoncebut

Landileasusualgettobeheard

Landi:"papaLandimissyou"

Zwe:"papamissesLandi,YayaandSiyatoo"

shestartscrying

Landi:"Papacomehome,Landiwantsyouand

muntunow"

Me:"ohbabymuntuandpapaarecoming

tomorrow,don'tcryyouwillmakemuntusad"

shewipeshertears"doyouwanttosayhito

MalumeandMamkhulutheyallandtheirheads,

mysiblingstaketurnsspeakingtothekidsuntil

theysaygoodbye.



Me:"Iwannagohomenow"IsaytoZwe

leaningonhisshoulderandhekissesmy

forehead.

Themba:"Zwedon'tgotothatheistonMonday,

I'vebeenignoringthisfeelingandthedreams

butLandijustremindedmeofthepersonIsaw

inthedreamsshewascrying,thekidsbeing

restlessisadream,Iam notsurewhatwill

happenbutstayawayfrom Danger.Godhears

myprayers,theseidiotshadbetterlistento

Themba

Continuation

Zwe

Mpandeandhadtoleaveearly,shewasso

worriedaboutthekidsandwantedtomake

surethatIdon'tgoanywhere.Ilookedfor

avaibleticketswetookthelastflightoutto



Durban.Whenwegothomethekidswere

sleeping.Mpandeputawayherthingsandwent

toshower.Iwenttothekitchenandgotmyself

cocopopsandwenttomystudyandhadto

figureouthowtogetthatmoneythatIjustlost,

IwasplanningonbuyinganewhousenowIam

setbackbecausethekidswererestlessmncim.

Itookmylaptopandlookedatthenumbersand

thingswerejustnotaddingup,wearenotpoor

orclosetobeingpoorbutI'm alsonotas

wealthyasIwanttobe,Ihaven'ttouchedthe

moneymydadleftmeandtheprofitswemake

atourfamilybusinessandI'm notplanningto,I

wanttoleavethatformykids.Ieventuallygoto

bedandIfindmybabyboosleepingwearinga

verysexynumberherbum isalloutmymanis

slowlygrowinghere,Idon'tthinkIwilleverget

enoughofher.Itakeoffmyclothesandgetin

bedwithmyheadgoingstraighttohernuna,I

openherthighsandlickherupdownthere,Iput

myfingerinherclitandstartedtoplaywithit



andshemoans,mytongueisinsideherdoing

it'smagicandmyfingersanddoingthemost

tooonherclit.IwanttotrysomethingI'venever

donewithherandthisisthegreattimetotry

whileshe'sabouttorelease,Itakemyother

fingerandplaceitonherbuttwhole,andshe

jumpsIholdherdown"Relaxbabe,relax"I

pressmyfingeronherwholemakingsureI

don'tputitin,whilemytongueisstillinsideher

andshereleasesinlessthem aminuteIgoup

toherandkissingeachandeverypartofher

bodyuntilIgettoherface,Iplaywithherlittle

boobswhileIinsertmyselfinsideherwhuuuuu

heaven.

Mpande:"wakeupbaby,thekidswanttocome

inandyou'renotdressedandthisroom smells

ofsexIneedtochangetheseshits,lastnight

wasamazingbabyboo"shesaysclimbingon

topofme



Me:"HayiIdon'twanttowakeupthough,tell

yourkidstogoplayintheirroom Mpande"Iturn

herandgetontopofher"Lastnightwas

amazinghuh?"Isayplayingwithmyeyebrows

movingthem upanddown,shegiggles.She

movesasmyerectiongrows

Mpande:"HayiZweItoldyouthatthekidsare

outsidewenayouwanttosexme,hayi"Ilaugh

assherushestothebathroom,Igetupputon

somepantsandgotoopenthedoorforthe

kidsandtheyrushinhuggingmebutSiyakha

let'sgofastlookingaroundtheroom andwants

tocrylolthisboyissuchamamaboy.

Siya:"muphimuntuwam papa?"hisreadytocry

andIlaugh

Me:"haahSiyakhathat'smommynotmuntuto

you"andhecriesweeeemncim.Mpande

rushesoutofthebathroom andgoestopick

him up



Mpande:"what'swrongmyboy"

Siyakha:"it'spapamuntuwami"Iknowbythe

wayshelooksatmeandsmileswhyhewas

crying

Mpande:"StopmakingmykidscryPapa"I

laughandwalkoutwiththeothertwowhoare

notcrybabiestothekitchentomakecocopops.

Ifindournannyinthekitchenwearingthe

shortestPJsever.Iaskhertogogetdressed.

Thisonehasn'tseenMpandeangryIsee.

Insert48

Yomuzi

ZweandIhavebeentogetherforalmostfour

yearsnowandthedramainbetweenhasbeen

draining,thekinds,hisfamily,hisexandmy

familybutwewerestilltogether.Onlyaweekis

leftuntilitshis35thbirthday,mybaewas

becomingamkhulu,butIlovedhim moreover



theyears,hehasn'tcelebratedhisbirthdayever

sincethatincidentwithBongekaandIhave

beentryingtotellhim thatiam overitbuthe

won'thearnothingbutthisyearnamiIain't

hearingshit,heknowshowIlovecelebrating

stuffsoIdon'tknowwhat'shisproblem.

ThebusinessproposalthatIwasworkingon

wentwellandthecompanythatwewere

presentingtohiredusanttodayIwastohavea

businesslunchwiththeownthecompany

SibalkhuluHoldings.Ididmyresearchonthem

andthecompanyisownedbytwobrothersand

theywanttobranchoutandexpandtheir

business.IheadoutoftheofficeandIseethat

myPAisnotatherdeskagainsoIstandand

dialhernumberandsheanswers

Me:"Whereareyou?"

Namhla:"Iam downstairsatreceptionboss



lady,ngiyeza"iwaitedandshecame

Me:"WhatisyourjobhereNamhla?"shelooks

atmeconfused"didIhiredtogallivanthereof

tobemypersonalassistance?"shelookedat

mescaredandallbutnotresponding"Ipayyou

tosithereandanswermycallsandtakemy

messagesbutyouareneverhere,ifyouarenot

flirtingwithhalfofthestuffyouaredownstairs

gossipingwithreceptionist,thisisthefirstand

thewarningIam givingtoyou,theonlytimeyou

willleavethisdeskiswhenyouareonlunch,

goingtothetoilet,printing,runninganerrand

formeoryouarecomingtomyoffice.Since

youwanttobetreatedlikeachildIwilldoso"I

lefthertherecryingandIdidn'tcare,thisgirl

hadforgottenwhyshewashereandIhadto

remindher.Iwalkdowntotheparkingandgo

tomycar,todayiam drivingZwe'sX5becauseI

hadtodropthekidsatcreche,Zwehadanearly

meetingthathehadtogoto.Idroveoutto



Ballitoandwenttothemeetingplace,Iwas

earlysoIorderedacupofcoffeeasmyorder

arrived,IsawZwewalkingoutwithaguyIdidn't

knowhim,soIcalledhim andhim pickedup

almostimmediately.

Zwe:"Muntuwami"

Me:"Papabear,turnaround"Iwavedathim and

hecametomewalkingwiththeguyhewas

with.

Zwe:"heybabe,whatareyoudoingheresofar"

helookedatmearaisedeyebrowandIlaughed

becauseIknowthatIdidn'ttellhim thatIwill

becomingthissideorleavingtheofficetoday.

Me:"Iam meetingwiththeclientthatwejust

gotfrom SibalkhuluHoldings"Ilookedathim

indicatingthathewasmakinghisfriend

uncomfortableandheshouldintroduceus

Zwe:"Ohshitwherearemymanners,babethis

MuziDlaminianoldfriendfrom varsity,Iwas



actuallymeetingwithhim becausehewanted

tousemycompanyforsomedeliveries,Muzi

thismywomenMpandeKhumalosoontobe

Zungu"Ilaughedathim thisMuzicharacter

movedforwardtoshakemyhandbuthewas

givingmeaweirdvibe.

Me:"Mpandeyomuzikhumalo,butyoucancall

meYomuzi,onlythisonecallsmeMpande,nice

tomeetyouMuzi,ohwaityouaretheclientthat

iam meetingnowaren'tyou?"iaskedwhenI

realizedthathewasthepersonIwasmeeting.

Muzi:"Ohyes,Iam MuzimuhleDlaminifrom

DlaminiHoldings,thisworldistoosmallwho

couldhaveknownthatmybuddywouldbe

engagedtosuchabeautifulladyandIwas

abouttoworkwithhisfiance"hesatdownnext

tomemakingZweuncomfortable,Isawthe

waythathewasnowshiftingthathewas

uncomfortable.

Me:"Iguessweshouldproceedwiththe



meetingnowthatmyclienthasarrived,seeat

homeManzini"Zwehesitatedabitandleaned

downkissedmyforeheadandleft

Muzi:"thankyouforagreeingtomeetmeat

suchnotice,itisjustthatmybrotherandI

wantedtoopentheotherbranchesassoonas

possible,Imustsayyourworkisquiet

impressive"Straighttobusiness,great"

Me:"Iam gladyoulovedourproposalIwillbe

suretothankmyteam onyourbehalf,Iread

throughyouworktoandIjustwantedtoknow

iftherespecificplaceswhereyouwantedto

openyourbranchesandhowmuchareyou

expectingfrom us?"

Muzi:"Pleaseelaborate"thewaitercametoour

tableandweordered,wecontinuedtalking

abouthisbusinessandthelogistics.hekept

givingmeweirdlooksinbetweenour

conversation,atsomepointIlookedatmyself

justtocheckiftherewasanythingwrong.We



wrappedupthemeetingasIwaspackingmy

dairymyphonerangitwasZwe,Ianswered.

Zwe:"Mpandeyomuziwhereareyou?"hawuuu

Me:"Whyam IMpandeyomuzinow"

Zwe:"Justpleasecomehomenow"thatwas

weird

Me:"IhaveathingwithLihlenje,didyoupickup

thekids?"

Zwe:"yesIdid,can'tyouaskLihletomeetwith

youksasaMpande"whatsupwithhim

Me:"AykahleZweyouknowthatIcan'tLihle

willcomefetchmeifshehasto,ngiyabuya

relax"hesighed

Zwe:"Okaypleasebesafe"thisisbecoming

weirdmanje

Me:"Byebabe"IputawaymyphoneandMuzi

isstilllookingatme

Muzi:"youguyshavekidsalready?"helooked



atmeinafunnyway

Me:"Yes,threebeautifulandnaughtykids,2

boysandagirl"

hechuckles

Muzi:"wow3wonke,Zweakadlaliyezwa....you

arebeautifulashesaidyaz,Ithoughtthathe

wasexaggeratingyazwhenhesaidso,Iknow

whyhewantedtosettledown"Ilaughedand

saidgoodbyeandIwenttomeetwithLihleand

Thembawasheretooandshedidn'teventell

mehawu.IwantedtobuyZwethatJumpsuit

thatIsawShakafrom TheQueen.Iknowit

wouldlookgoodonhim,wepickedoutafew

thingsforourkidsandwenttotogetdinner.

Continuation

Yomuzi

TheminuteIgothomewithmyplasticbags



Zwewasstandingbythedoorlookingallangry

buthewassexymaani!

Zwe:"You'relate!"

Me:"HawuIdidn'tknowIhadtobehomeearly

thesedays"Isaidrollingmyeyes.Iwentto

checkonthekids,theyweresleepingalready.I

wenttotakeashowerandZwewasnotinbed,I

reallydon'tknowwhyhewassulkingkodwa.So

afterIputonmysexylingerieIputonmysilk

gownandwenttolookforhim.Iwentto

kitchenwarmedmilkandmadehim cocopops,

andthenwenttohisstudyandhelookedso

busyhedidn'thearmecomingin.Iwenttohis

deskandmovedhislaptopandsetonthedesk

facinghim withmyfeetontopofhim andthe

bowlinmyhand.

Me:"Tellmewhyyouareangrylove"hisface

wasslowlyheatingupandhewaslooking

straightatmynuna.Iclosedmylapfeedhim

hiscereal



Zwe:"Iwasnotangryatyou,it'sjustthatIknow

Muzi,Isawhisfacewhenhesawyouandthe

wayhewaslookingatyou"

Me:"haveIevergivenyouareasonnottotrust

me?"Ikeptfeedinghim,hewasreallyworried

Zwe:"Cha!butit'snotyouIdon'ttrustit'shim,

hispersistenceandhedoesn'tgiveupuntilhe

getswhathewantscan'tyouhandoverhis

accounttosomeoneelse?"

Me:"Thebosssaidhewantedmetopersonally

handletheiraccountbecausetheyarealso

bringinginthebigbucks"Hestoodupandwent

tostandbythewindowandlookedoutlikehe

wasindeepthought"MuziwasBongekas

boyfriendandImesseditupforthem,thething

isthatheisconvincedthatIknewIjuststole

hisgirlbutIhonestlydidn'tknownowIthinkhe

mightwanttopaybackngawe"Itookoffmy

gownandIwalkedtowherehewasstanding

andturnedhim tolookatme.



Me:"Doyouthinkhecanhandleallthis"Isaid

touchinghispenisoverhispantshetooka

deepsighandpickedmeupandstartedkissing

me.Wemovedtothetablewithmylegs

wrappedaroundhim.Wemadeloveforthe

longesttime.InthemorningIwassotiredandI

didn'tgototheofficesinceIhadnomeetings.

Me:"Manzini"Heturnedandlookedatme,he

wasgettingreadyforwork

Zwe:"IknowthatlookandIknowyouwant

somethingwhenyoucallmelikethat"Igiggled

becauseheknewmetoowellnow

Me:"Don'tgotowork..."

Zwe:"HayiMpande,uzongenzani?"Istoodup

andwenttohim andunbuckledhisbeltwhile

lookingathim andhehadthisbiggrinonhis

face"IlovethisMpande"afterItookoffhis

pantsIwentdownonmykneesandtook

Gwabinialltheway,Ilickedhisballsandwent



uptothethetipofhispeniswhilestrokingit,I

blewhim tillhecameinmymouthandI

swallowed.Wewenttobedagainandwe

fuckedliketeenagersuntilwewerebothtired.I

cuddled

Zwe:"Areyousurethatyou'renotpregnant,

you'resohornythesedays"

Me:"Hayiwenayoulovestartingshitnjalo,I'm

notpregnant"

Zwe:"Whydon'tyouwanttogivemekids

muntu?"hesaidsoundingsadandkissingthe

backofmyneck

Me:"Zwewehavethreekidsnje,whydoyou

wantmore?"

Zwe:"Hawubabe,youknowIwantabigfamily,

andyouandIhaveonekid"Ijustgotirritated

andgotoffthebedandwenttothebathroom,

I'm notsurewhyhefeltthathehadtoremind

methattheboyswerenotmine.



"Ididn'tmeanitinthatwaybabe,sorry"Iputon

mygownandwenttothekitchenonlytofind

Nompilowearingtheshortestnightdress,she

hadheraddalloutwhenIwalkedinandshe

wasshockedwhenshesawitwasmelolitwas

likeshewasexpectingsomeoneelselol.

Me:"MpilopleasecoverupFeewillbecoming

outsoon"IknewZwewascomingsoon

becausehedidn'tlikemebeingangryathim so

ifIwaspissedhewouldfollowmearoundthe

wholeday.

Nompilo:"Okaysisi,sorry"sherushedtoher

room andwenttomakebreakfastwithZwe

lookingatme,IwenttowakethekidsupandI

foundthem upandplaying

Them:"Muntuuuu"theallscreamedwheni

camehomelastnighttheywereasleep.

Me:"Heybabieslet'sgohavebreakfast"

Siyakha:"Noschooltoday"



Me:"Yeeees"theyalljumpedupandwewentto

thekitchen,LandijumpstoherdadandYakhile

whileSiyakhastucktome

Yakhile:"Papa!"Yayawassoweirdhedidn't

haveafavouritebetweenZweandIunlikeLandi

andSiyakhawhowerenotafraidtoshowus

whotheyl

preferred.

Siyakha:"Nsizenye"Ilaughedsomuch,Inever

expectedthatfrom him Zwefrowned

Zwe:"uyambonainganeyakhomuntu,whycan't

hecallmepapaliketheotherkids"Iwasstill

laughing,Zweistheonewhousestheterm

"Nsizenye"withotherguys,ourgardennottoo

soIguessSiyakhathoughtthat'showhe

shouldrefertohim.AtthisminuteIregretnot

havingmyphonewithme.IcallNsikaand

checkonhim sinceIwon'tbeseeinghim today.

WecleanupandheadtouShakawiththekids.



ThedayisfilledwithfunasweheadtoLunch

Yakhile:"Bongeka!"heshoutsandpointsand

wealllookit'sBongekasittingwithMuzi.Zwe

laughsandYakhilerunsuptothem,sheis

shockedtoseeusbutquicklycoversitupand

picksupYakhile.Muzi:"Hawuwhatapleasant

surprise,ninjaniboZungu"hestandsuptogreet

us,shakingZweshandandgivingmeahug.

Zwelooksathim withhiseyesblazingwith

angerandhesmiles

Bongeka:"Whyismysonnotatschool?"she

saysannoyed

Zwe:"Howareyou,asisakwazibo,yourson

hasn'tseeninthreeweeks"Iwillbequietcause

thisbitchistestingme

shelooksaway.

Muzi:"Aretheseyourkids?"hesayslookingat

meandInod"youmustbeagoodwoman,

playingstepmom totwokidswhoarealmost



thesameage,atchaZwesheisforkeeps"I

lookatBongekawhoisrollinghereyes,thisgirl

justknowshowtogetundermyskin,"joinus"

hawuuuthisguyisstilltalking

Me:"Noit'sfinewearegoingtogetourown

table,Yakhilewantedtoseehismom,thekids

areanoisybunchwewouldn'twanttodisturb

youguys,comeYaya"hejumpsoffBongeka

andcomestomeandwegotoourtable

Zwe:"Whatevertheyareuptowon'tendwell

ngobangizobulalaumuntu"

Me:"Hayidon'ttalklikethatinfrontofthekids

Zwe"helooksatheandIseethatheisserious,

IseeBongekawalkingtowardsusandshe

standontopofme,heeethisgirl.

Bongeka:"Ihavebeenbusythismonthwithmy

researchnotthatIshouldexplainmyselftoyou

butthisweekendIwillfetchhim"

Zwe:"Wearegoinghomethisweekend"



Bongeka:"Howthefuckam Isupposetospend

timewithhim thenZwe

Zwe:"pleasewatchyouspeaktome,youwill

seehim thefollowingweekendthat'sit..."

Bongekalooksathim withsomuchthisbelief

"AndwhateveryouareplaningwithMuziIwill

findoutfuthikuzofaumuntu,Ipromiseyou

Bongeka.justbecauseIletyougetawaywith

shitdoesn'tmeanIdon'tseeshit"Iseehereyes

blowup,angiyingeniyaz

Insert49

Zwe

Thedrivebackhomeissilent,Iknowthat

MpandeismadbutIwasnotgoingtolet

BongekaandMuzigojustlikethat,Iaintplaying

withnoonewhenitcomestomyfamily,Iwill

killsomeone.Bongekathinksthatshehasitall

figuredoutshedoesn'tevenseethatsheis



beingplayedbythisguy,atsometimesIjust

don'tunderstandwomenatallnje.Mpandeis

sittingatthebackwiththekidswithLandion

herlaptheboysareontheircarseats,she

mademebuyaQ7sayingthatitsafamilycar

anditwouldbeoodforthekidsbutshedoesn't

driveit.

Me:"Babywhyareyouangry?"silence...

"Mpandeyomuzipleasetalkmeplease"still

nothing"Muntuwami"nopenothing,worseshe

isonherphone.Thesilenceremainsuntilwe

gethome.Theminutethecarstops,sheopens

herdoorandgoestothehouseandIgototake

theboys.Iwalkinthehouseandsheis

shoutingatNompilo

Yomuzi:"Pleasetakeyourbelongingsandleave,

youdon'trespectmewena!whatgaveyouthe

ideathatyoucanhavesexonmyfurniture?"

OoohIneverexpectedthis,saywhatnow?

Nompilo:"Iam sosorrySis,itwasjustthisonce,



Ican'tloosethisjob,ngiyaxolisasisi."shesays

cryingwithatowelwrappedaroundheranda

guystandinghelplessnexttoher.

Yomuzi:"Isthistheshitthatyoudowhenwe

areatwork,isthiswhatyouexposemykidsto?

chauyajwayela,pleasepackyourbagsand

leaventombi"Nompiloturnsolookatmewith

pleadingeyesandIjustcan'taffordtobeon

Mpande'sbadbooks,Iam alreadyinshitsoI

am stayingoutofthis,Itakethekidsandletthe

MRSdealwiththisone.

Nompilo:"BhutZwepleasespeaktosisi,Iam

reallysorryIwon'teverhappenagain,thiswas

thefirsttimeandthelasttime"Iwanttosay

somethingbutMpandeshootsmeaverymean

look.AwshameyazIwon'tsayanything

becauseallhellwillbreaklose.

Yomuzi:"Youhaveastrangerinmyhouse,how

doIknowthatthisboyhasneverbeenhere

before?whatifheharassesmychildreninany



way,inkingisthatyoudon'tthinknjeperiod,

pleaseleave,Iwillnotcompromisethesafety

ofmykidsjustbecauseyoudecidedtobeall

kinkyinmyhouse,bytomorrowmorningIneed

youtobeout"Mpandewalksoutofthesitting

room andgoestobaththechildrenandIgoto

her.

Me:"Thatwasabitharshdon'tyouthink?"she

givesmethatlookagainandgoesbacktowhat

shewasdoing.

Yomuzi:"ZweIam notsurewhatisyourdeal,

wasIsupposetoclapmyhandandwatchlive

porn?kahlenje.Therewasastrangerinour

househavingsexwithourhelper,youmightnot

findthatworryingbutIdo,Ihavethreekidsand

Idon'ttrustpeopleIdon'tknowsokillforbeing

aparentwhoactuallycareaboutsafetyofher

kids"



Me:"It'snotthatIdon'tcareaboutthesafetyof

thekidsallIam sayingisthatyoucouldhave

handledthatbetter,withoutthekidsaround"

Yomuzi:"Ohhhhsoyoucangoaround

promisingpeopletokillthem infrontofthekids

butIcan'tfireourhelperwhom Ijustfound

doingthenastyinaspacesharewithourkids

wooowZwe"Thereitis,itsout!

Me:"Youknowverywellthatthesetwo

situationsarenotthesameandyoucan't

comparedthem atall"Iam actuallyannoyed

now"IhadtotellthosetwothatIwilldo

anythingtoprotectmyfamily,Iknowthatthey

knownowthatIwillnotplaygameswiththem"

shewasbathingYayanowandhewasthelast

one,andhewassleepysoItakeatowelandtry

tohelpout.

Yomuzi:"Leavemealone,don'tyouhavepeople

tokill"weeeeee!Ihandherthetowelandwalk

away,Ican'targuetoday,itsbeenalongday



andthisisactuallyhavethingsIhadtosortout

sinceIdidn'tsetfootattheofficeanditlooks

likeoneofuswon'tbegoingtoworktomorrow

becausesomehasjustfiredthenanny.

Itsaround7pm nowbutthereissomeoneatthe

gate,Igocheckthecamerasandshelooks

familiarIjustcan'trememberwhereIknowher

from,Iaskwhosheishereforandshesay's

sheisYomuzi'sfriendandshewouldliketosee

her.Iopenthegateandgotothedoortoopen

upforher.

Her:HiZwe,Iam notsurewhetheryoustill

remembermebutIam NomkhosiorKhosi,

Yomuzi'sfriend"OhnowIrememberherfrom

theclub.

Me:"OooohHi,excusemymannersplease

comein"shewalksin"itsbeenaminute,how

areyou"shegivesmeaweaksmileandIshow



herthesittingroom."Muntuyouhaveavisitor"

MpandecomestouswearingherPJsandIsee

thatsheisshocked

Yomuzi:"OhJesus,Khosihowareyou,ohmy

Godwheredidyouknowwhereyou'llfindme,

Khosicomegivemeahug"shewalksuptoher

andgivesherabighug,Khosi'sresponseisnot

sowarm Iwonderwhatswrong

Me:"Ladiesletmegiveyousomespace,muntu

youwillfindmeinmystudyifyouneed

anything"Igiveherakissonherchickandshe

rollshereyes,Iwanttolaughbutthatwould

makeourguestfeelmoreuncomfortablethen

sheisnow.

Khosi:"SorryZwe,pleasestayIam actually

heretoseeyoutwo,whatIam heretodiscuss

needsyoumoreactually"hawuokay

Yomuzi:"HawuIdidn'tthinkyouknewZwethat

much,butletmegetyousomethingtodrink,I



hopeyoustillloveyourcoffeewithwarm milk

babe"shesayswalkingaway,Isitawkwardly

withKhosiandwatchplaywithherfingers,I

reallydon'tknowherwellenoughtoconverse

withher.

Me:"SohowisJozi"

Khosi:"IactuallyrecentlymovedtoRichardsbay,

Ifoundawellpayingjob"ohnowIam stuckI

don'tknowhowtocontinuethisconversation

andIknowMpandeistakinghertimeinthe

kitchennje

Me:"Ohthatisgreatnews,Iguesswewillbe

seeingyoumoreoftennow"Mpandewalksin

withthebeverages,shehasmybeerIsmile,

hereIwasthinkingshewasangryatme.

Yomuzi:"Thereyougo,Khosiit'sbeenaminute

hey,whatsupboo"

Khosi:"Ihavebeenaround,Iwasactuallytelling

ZweherethatIrecentlymovedtoRichardsbay,I



justgotawellpayingjobsoIam thissidetoo"

Yomuzi:"Thatisamazingbabe,nowwecan

reallycatchupanditwillbeliketheolddays

babe,woowIdidn'trealisehowmuchImissed

youuntilIsawyouKhosi"Ireallydon'twantto

beherebutthisgirlsaidshewantstoseethe

bothofus.TheytalkandtalkandIam onmy

phone,actuallychattingtoNsika,hehasn't

beenaroundmyhousesoIam updatinghim

aboutournannybeingfiredandthereasonwhy,

hewantstocallmeandlaughbutItellhim that

wehaveavisitorIwillcallhim whenshehas

left.

Khosi:"TherealreasonIaskedtoseetheboth

ofyouisthatIhavejustdiscoveredthatZweis

Bukhosi'sfather"WhothefuckisBukhosi?and

whyam Ihisfather

Me:"Excuseme!"

Khosi:"Welastsawhim whenhewasthree



monthsold"Iam reallyconfusedhere,whatis

sheonabout,IhaveachildthatIdon'tknow

about?

Me:"Ireallydon'tknowwhatyouaretalking

aboutKhosi,pleasegiveoutmoreinformation,

therearesomanymissingpieces"Ilookat

Mpandeandshejustrelaxed,Iam sodoomed,

nowshewillleaveme!

Khosi:"Iactuallydon'tknowallthedetailsbut

Bukhosi'smotherismylatesister,Thandazile"

Yomuzi:"OhGodKhosi,whathappenedto

Thanda?when?Iam sosorryfriend"shegoes

toherandhugsher

Khosi:"Actuallythisjusthappened,herfuneral

isthiscomingweekendeMnambithishe

overdosed"shehastearsinhereyes.Istilldon't

knowwhosheistalkingabout.

Me:"Iam sosorrytohearthatKhosi,

condolencestoyouandyourfamily"shenods



lookingdown

Khosi:"Thankyouguys.Wedidn'tknowwhat

happenedtoBukhosishedidn'ttellusanything

shejustsaidshelefthim withhisfather

becauseshedidn'thavetimetolookafterthe

littleboy"sheiscryingnowbutIstillwantto

knowwhoisthisBukhosimaybeIdumborslow

butMpandeseemstobefiguringoutandsheis

givingmethesideeye"WhenIwascleaningher

room Ifoundsomedocumentsandhisbirth

certificateandithadyourname,hisnameis

SiyakhaMakhosiniZungu"WTF"atfirstIjust

thoughtitwasjustapersonwhosharesaname

withyou,infactIwasn'tevensurethatitwas

youbecauseIcouldnotrememberyour

surnamebutwhenIsawYomuzi'sWhatsApp

storytodaywiththeboy,Iknewitwashim and

that'swhenIdecidedtodrivehereandseeyou

guysbecausethefamilybeenlookingforhim

wejustdidn'tknowwheretostart"



Yomuzi:"OhmyGosh,SiyakhaisThanda's,

Khosi!"sheisshockedallIam thinkingabout

nowishowfuckingsmallthisworldis,Iwantto

rollmyeyesactually

Khosi:"Yes"shesayscrying"Iam sosorry

Yomuzi,Ireallydidn'tknowIwouldhavecome

forhim ifIknew,yesIsawthepicturesbutI

didn'tpayattention"theycriedtogether,Iam

notsurethoughwhattheywerecryingabout

now,isitbecausetheyjustfoundoutthat

Siyakhasmom isKhosi'ssisterorisitbecause

Khosi'ssisterisdead.

Yomuzi:"Iam sosorrytooKhosi,Ishouldhave

seentheresemblance,ithasbeenalmostfour

yearsnowandnotoncedidIseeanything"

Khosi:"CanIseehim,Ijustwanttoholdhim"I

don'tlikewherethisconversationisheadedbut

letmelisten

Me:"I'llgoseeifhisnotasleep,hehardlysleeps



ifhismom hasn'tcometokisshim goodnight"I

gothekidsandindeedSiyakhaiswideawake.I

takehim andgotothesittinghejumpsto

Mpande"thisoneisamamasboy"

Khosi:"Ohmygoshhelookssomuchlikeyou

Zwe"shesayscryingandlaughing

Yomuzi:"youshouldseehim walkingand

talkingheisalittleZwe"wealllaughbutthe

moodchangessoon

Khosi:"CanhecometohisMothersfuneral"the

waysheissayingthat'Mother'islikesheis

tryingtoputapointacrossbeforeIanswer

Mpanderesponds

Yomuzi:"Ofcause,Iwillbringhim withon

Friday"Iseesheistestingmethisone,whatif

theywanttotakeawaymyboy.Ilookat

Mpandeandexcusemyselfandtakemykidand

gohavemycocopopscauseIknowthatDrama

hasinviteditselfintoourlivesagain.



Insert50

Yomuzi

Alotjusthappenedinoneday,thatnannynje

wastheleastfmyproblems,Iseriouslydon't

knowhowtodealwithKhosi.Firstlyshewasa

verylosefriendofmine,yeswelostcontact

whenwemovedbacktoDurbanbutIknewher

sisterThandainfactIknowherfamilypretty

well,Idon'tknowwhyZweisbeingrudenow

ngobaIam stillmadathim fortalkinglikethat

infrontofthekids.Khosijustleftnow,thereis

alottodiscusswithregardstoSiyakhabutIam

sensingthattherearemoreproblemstocome.

LetmecallthetwinbeforeIsleep.Igotothe

bedroom andIfindZweinbedwithSiyakha,its

solateandheisnotsleeping.

Me:"Zweit'swaypasthisbedtimenow,whyis

henotsleeping"Zwelooksatme,Iknowhe



doesn'twanttotalktomebutIain'tgottimefor

that.Iraiseuponeeyebrowwhenheignores

meandkeepsplayingwithSiyakha,Igoupto

them andtakeSiyakha,itsbedtimenow."come

babytimeforbed,Papaisbeingchildish"he

shootsmealook,Idon'tcarebecausehisreally

beingchildish.Itakemyboytohisbedandread

him hisstoryuntilhefallsasleepthenhead

backtoourbedroom withtheintentionof

callingmytwinbrother.AsIwalkinIfindZwe

standingbythewindowwithhishandsinthe

pocketsofhispyjamas.

Zwe:"Sincedowemakedecisionswithout

consultingeachother?"Istandbythedoor

afraidtocomeinbecausehesoundsreally

angryandisscaringmerightnow.

Me:"Ihadtopromisehersomething,she

wantedtotakehim today,Icouldheartheway

shekeptsayingHisMother,thatshewantedto

remindmethatIwasnothismom.Iknow



KhosiandIknowKhosiandIwasn'taboutto

giveherafightwhileshewaslookingforoneso

Ihadtogivehersomethingshewasnot

expecting."

Zwe:"Nosonofmineisgoingtoafuneralofa

womanwholefthim atmydoorstepatthree

monthsandneverlookedback,youcangoto

thatfuneralbutmysonandIarenotsetting

footthere."wooownowIam annoyed.

Me:"wowIdidn'tknowthatSiyakhawasyou

childonlyandyouweretheonlyonewhocould

makedecisionabouthim,Iwillmakesureto

consultyounextImakeadecisionthatinvolves

yourson"Isaywhilegettinginsidethesheets.

Zweturnsaroundandrollshiseyesatme.

Zwe:"Youarebeingdramatic,youknowvery

wellthat'snotwhatImean,whatyoushould

havedoneistotellyourfriendthatwearestill

goingtodiscusstheissuenotpromiseher

thingsthatwerenotgoingtohappen."



Me:"Iwasthinkingonmyfeet,shewashurting

shejustlosthersisterandshewantedtoleave

withhim today,IknowwhatIdidwasnotokay

butIwastryingtodogoodinabadsituation,as

muchaswewouldnotliketoadmititbut

ThandaisSiyakhasmotherandasmuchasshe

lefthim atyourdoorstephedeservestogo

buryherevenifhewon'tremember,onedaywe

won'thavetoputoutfirestryingtoexplainwhy

werefusedforhim tomeethismotherssideof

thefamily"hesighsandwalkstobed,getsin

andwecuddle.

Zwe:"Whatiftheywanttotakehim away?"

Me:"IknowKhosi,Isawitinhereyesshewas

herelookingforafightandIknowthatshe

knowsthatIwillputuponetoo,wejustneedto

comeupwithasolutionthatisbestforSiyakha

nownotwhatisbestforus"

Zwe:"You'renotgoingthereonFridaythough

wewillallgoonSaturday,Idon'tknowwhowill



lookafteryourkidsngobayoudecidedtofire

thenanny"hesaysthatwhilelaughing,Ihad

forgottenaboutthatoneIshouldmakesure

shehasleftekseni.JustasIam abouttosleep

myphoneringsanditsNsika,Ihadreally

forgottenabouthim todayitsbeenalongday.

Me:"mmmmm"

Nsika:"Soyouweregoingtosleepwithout

callingmevele?"

Me:"YazitsbeenaverylongdayIhad

completelyforgotten,howareyou?"

Nsika:"Iam great,whydidn'tyoucometowork

onaMondayevenshame?Zwetellsmethat

youguyshadanunexpectedvisitor."

Me:"AtshameIthinkyouZwe'stwin,youareso

updatedwithmydrama"welaugh"wellturns

outthatKhosi'ssisterisSiyakha'smom"

Nsika:"Whichone?Thandaza,thedrugaddict?"



Me:"Yebo!"

Nsika;"Yhooo!wherehasshebeenhidingall

theseyearsandwhydidshethrowthechild

away?"thisoneisamamgobhozi

Me:"SheOD'dthispastweekendshameand

KhosiclaimsshejustfoundoutthatZwewas

Siyakhasdadsoshecametoaskifwecould

bringhim tothefuneral."

Nsika;"Justlikethatnje,wheredidthatthey

thinkthechildwasalltheseyears?"

Me:"YazIdon'tknowbutwewilltalkoncethe

funeralisover"

Nsika:"ButwherewasKhosialltheseyears,

shejustdisappearednje,Irememberwewould

callherandshewouldnotpickup"

Me:"Iam notsurewhathappenedtoherbutI

wasshockedtodiscoverthatshewasstill

usingherolddigitsandthatshestillhadmy

numbers,Istoppedtryingtocallheralongtime



ago"

Nsika:"eishIam worriedtwin,goodnight,Ihave

aladytoservicehere"

Me:"Atsiesman,goodnight,Iloveyou"we

laugh

Nsika:"Iloveyoutoo,sho"

Insert51

Yomuzi

Zwe:"Youcangowenabutleavemyson"

Me:"butIhadpromisedtobringhim alongon

Friday,Ithinkweowethem thatmuchManzini"

Zwe:"whodidyouconsultwhenyoumadethat

decisionMpandeyomuzi?Idon'toweanyone

anything,wheredidtheythinkSiyakhawasall



theseyears?"Thisguyisstubbornyezwa.

Me:"IknowwhatThandadidtoSiyakhawas

cruelbutlet'snotpunishtherestofthefamily

forhersins,babythisishardforme,Khosiis

oneofmyclosestfriends,infacttheonlyfriend

I'vehadinyears,soyouneedtounderstandmy

positionhere"

Zwe:"hey!DidInottellyouthatyoucango

supportyourfriend?Theonlypersonyou'renot

takingismyson"

Me:"What'stheworstthatcanhappen?Youare

juststubbornandunnecessaryattimenxa"I

shoutandwalkoutleavinghim standnextto

thewindowathisstudy.

Zwe:"Whydoyoualwayshavetodisrespectme

whenwe'rearguingMpandeyomuzi?"Hesays

beforeIclosethedoor"comebackherewe're

notfinished"Icontinuewalkingoutandheadto

thekitchenandstartwiththepots.It'sFriday



todayandtomorrowweareheadingtoKhosis

hometopayoutlastrespectstoThandaza,

whoisKhosi'ssisterandjusthappenstobe

Siyakhasmother.WellIhadpromisedKhosi

thatIwillcomearoundwithSiyakhaonFriday

butZwewon'thearnonofit.Idon'tunderstand

whybecauseIwillbetherewithhim itsnotlike

hewillbethereallbyhimself.ZweandIhave

beenarguingaboutthisthewholeweekandhe

doesn'twanttochangehismind.Ireallydon't

wanttobethereasonwhySiyakhadoesn'thave

arelationshipwithhismotherssideofthe

family,theyreachedout,surelythatshould

meansomething.AnywayIdon'tmakethe

decisionsaroundthishouse,itsclearisn'tit?

Cookinghelpsmecalm downsoletmejustdo

that,IwillhavetosendKhosiamessagetelling

herthatIwon'tbemakingtoday.

Inmorningwepreparefortheroad,mysiblings



arecomingwithusexceptforNhlanhlawhois

oncallatwork.ThetensionbetweenZweandI

istoothickwhichisjustnotnormalitmakes

peoplearoundusuncomfortable.Londiand

Aphiwearrivedlastnighttoassistwiththekids

whileweareawaysincewehavenohelper

anymore.I'm readytoleave,Zweisaroundthe

housesulking,Siyakhaisallpackedandfor

someoddreasontodayheisfollowingZwe

around.Ihonestlydon'twanttobeinthesame

carasZwebutnothingcanbedone,todaywe

areusingmycarthegolf7Idon'tknowwhyand

Iwon'taskcausewewillfightagain.Weare

meetingeveryoneelseatthegaragethenwe

willfolloweachother.Wegettothegarageand

everyoneisthereexceptforThembaandFika

theyareridingtogether,LihleiswithNsikaand

herhusband.Iwanttoswapcarsandgoto

LihleandletNsikaandAndileridewithZwe.As

soonasFikaandThembaarriveItrytotakethe

carseatoutIseeThembawalkingtowardsme.



Themba:"whyareyouremovingthatcarseat?"I

rollmyeyescauseIknowwhat'snext"Yomuzi

uyaythandalento,everytimeyouandZweare

arguingtherestofushavetoknow,hayiman

growup.Putthatchairbacksihambe"Idoas

shesayscauseIdon'thavetheenergytofight

rightnow.

WegottoKhosishome,andthefuneralhadnot

startedwhichIthoughtwasgreat.Wehad

boughtafewthingssomysiblingshelpwith

puttingthem insidethehouse,wewere

escortedtowhereKhosismom wassittingona

mattressattheirlivingroom wherethecoffin

was.IwascarryingSiyakha.

Fika:"Sanibonani,ThinasingabakwaKhumalo

nakwaZungusiphelezenanguMfanaomncane

ozwalakwaZungu.Wehavecometopayout

lastrespecttoThandaza.MyGodcomfortyou

manomndeniduringthistime,alehlanga



lungehlanga"KhosiwalkedinwhileFikawas

talkingandwenttositnexttohermom.

Khosi:"MauymbonakodwauYomuzinoNsika"

K'smom:"Ayhaaibolutho,Ididn'tseethem at

all,theyhavegrownsomuch.Siyabonga

bantabami.IbhlungulentothatThandazaputus

through"Shejustkilledherself,whodoesthat?"

Weareallshockedbecausethatsnotwhat

Khositoldusbutheyasizingeni.

Thereissilence.

Khosi:"mom thereinYomuzisarm isThandas

sonBukhosi,theycallhim Siyakhakubo"Khosis

mom lookshellaconfusedbutreachesoutto

Siyakhabutherefusesandcries

Me:"Gotogogobaby"Ipassedhim toKhosis

mom whojustcriedwhichmadeSiyakhacry

toonowZwestoodupandwenttotakehim.

K'smom:"I'm sosorry,hejustlookedsomuch

likeThandaza,xolwenibantabami"



Whenagroupofpeoplestartedtowalkinwe

stoodupandwenttothetent,andthesinging

begun.Thefuneralstarted.Itwasasadfuneral,

Thandazawasonehellofaperson,thepeople

whoweretalkingasherfriendslookedlikethey

werehookerslikeforrealandlikedrugaddicts

whichjustmademelookatZweoddlywhere

thefuckdidhemeetThandaza?

Friend1:"I'm sosadaboutthis,ThandazaandI

havebeenthroughalotlivingonthestreetshas

neverbeeneasyIbeggedhertogohometobe

withherfamilybutsherefused,sheeventually

leftthestreetswhenshewaspregnantwith

littleBukhosi,shesaidshewantedthebeatfor

hersonsohewantedhim tostaywithhisfather

that'swhyhedroppedhim athisdoorwhenhe

wasthreemonthsoldangiqondileukukhuluma

iyndababutThandazaalwaysfeltthatshewas

notlovedandthatthefamilyalwayssawheras

adisappointmentbutIam happythatshe



finallyresting"everyonewasmumblingandI

couldseethatKhosiwasangrybutwhat'sdone

wasdone.Wewenttothegravesightandwent

backtoseeKhosismom.AllalongZwewas

quietandIdon'tlikequietZwe.

Thefamilysentakidtocomeaskforustojoin

them inthelivingroom.Zwe,Fikaandmyself

wenttheothersdecidedtostaybehind.We

walkedandwerewelcomedbyaroom fullof

men,IcouldseeKhosisfatherandoneofher

uncles,Khosisatonthemattresswithhermom

andheraunt.

K'sdad:Sanibonanibantami,thankyouforthe

supportyougaveustodayandthankyoufor

bringingmzukulualong,thelasttimeIsawhe

hewasjustalittlebabybutnowIseeheisa

grownman"helaughs

K'suncle:"Thankyouagainasmybigbrother



hassaidwereallyappreciateyoucoming

allowingtheboytoburyhismotherthathe

hardlyknewbuttherealreasonwecalledyou

herenowistoletyouknowthatyoucan'tleave

withtheboy"Wealllookupatthismanwith

shock,ZwetriestostandbutFikastopshim

andtellshim tositwhichhedoes"wedon't

meantodisrespectyoubafanabutyouhave

notpaiddamagestothisfamilykmele

nihlawuleuphindeumlobolelomntwanasohe

canbeyours,Iam suretheancestorsare

confusedabouthiswhereaboutsbecauseno

onetoldthem hewasleavingthisfamily"the

unclespeaksbutnonofussayanything,Isee

ThembawalkinginIguessFikatextedher

becauseIdon'tlikethelookonhiseyes.

Fika:"Bantubadala,theboyonlyknows

NqobizizwehereandMpandeyomuziashis

parents,youcan'tambushuslikethis,allowus

totakehim withusthenwewillsendourelders



tocomesortthisissuewithyoubutIam afraid

wecan'tleavehim heretoday"thereis

mumblingintheroom theyarespeakingwith

eachlikewearenothere.

K'sdad:"Iam asorrybutwecan'tallowyouto

leavewiththatboyherebecausehebelongsto

usandyouknowit,whydidn'tyoucometous

whenyoufoundhim huh,ifyouwantedustolet

youhavehim youwouldhavefoundus,musani

ukusixhaphazala"heshouts

Themba:"weapologisewedidn'tmeanto

disrespectyouinanyway,butwehonestlydidn't

knowaboutSiyakhabeingyourgrandchild.Our

familieshaveknoweachotherforyears

becauseyourdaughterwasmysistersfriend

buttherewasnowayofknowingthatThandaza

wastheboysmotherbecausehelefthim atthe

Zungusdoorstep,whenManzoniherewentto

lookforherheleftaloneandshesignedover

hiscustodytoZweandYomuzi"



K'suncle:"heyiwedon'tcarehowthings

happenedweWerenotthereandwewerenot

informed"

Fika:"ngicelanisizwekahlebabawearenot

sayingthedamageswon'tbepaidinfactpicka

datewewillbeherebutwewillnotleavethe

boybehind,besidesthefactthatwedidn't

prepareanythingforhim tostaybehind,the

onlyfamilyheknowsistheonehestayswith,

hehasbeenwiththem from whenhewasjust3

months"

Khosi:"Bukhosiismysistersson,notyours

Yomuzi,youkeeptakingnje,firstitwas

Hlengiweshusband,Thato,hedisappearedwe

don'tknowwhereheis,yesIdidn'ttellyouthisI

knewthatThatowasgettingmarriedto

Hlengiweandsheismycousin.Iknewallthose

yearsthatheplayedwithyourfeelings.Now

youwanttotakemysister'ssonlikeyoutook

Thatoandhenevercameback"thefuckthis



bitch,I'm atthevergeofloosingit

K'smom:"Nomkhosi!"Sheshouts

Khosi:"NomamaYomuzialwaysmanagesto

ruinthingsforusIwon'tallowhertotake

BukhosinoNever"I'm tooshockedtosaying

anythingandIfeelmytearsonmycheeks,I

lookupatFikaandhisvisiblyangryand

ThembatoobutZwelookslikehewilllooseit

Zwe:"Iwillnotallowyoutodisrespectmywife

likethat,neverevertalktoherlikethat,doyou

thethingsthatshehasdoneforyoursister's

son?Yourjunkysisterleftthisboyonourdoor

stephewaswearingnothingbutanapkinwhich

waswettoo,hehadnofoodnothing!Youknew

alltheseyearsthatyoursisterhadasonwhere

didyouthinkhewas,Ihadagoodmindofnot

evencomingheretodaybutthisMpandethat

you'redisrespectsomuchtoldmeitstheright

thingtodo,youhavenoideawhatwewent

throughwithSiyakhasincehewaslefttodieat



ourdoorstepbecauseyoursisterdidn'teven

careenoughtoknockbeforesheranoff,so

don'tcomeatusdemandingshit"hestoodup

andputhishadforwardandItookit,hehad

Siyakhaonhisotherarm welefttheroom with

FikaandThembafollowingus.Zwewasputting

SiyakhaonhiscarseatwhenKhosicameout

runningtowardsmeholdarod,thisbitch

doesn'tknowmemybrothersstoodinfrontof

herandFikatookitfrom her,everyoneone

shockedbutIwasangryandwantedtodeal

withherrightthereandthenshewascursing

andshouting

Khosi:"youthinkyoucanjustdisrespectmy

homeandgetawaywithitwenaYomuzi,yey

I'vegotnewsforyou,ngizoknyisayezwa"Nsika

lookedatmewithsomuchpityandhewas

pissed

Zwe:"comebabylet'sgo"heopenedmydoor

formeandIwentinandhewenttohissideand



wedroveoffwiththeothersfollowingus.

Insert52

Zwe

IjusthatehowMpandeneverlistens,akezwa

andsheistootrustingpeopletakeadvantage

ofhergoodheart.Khosi'sfamilywastesting

mebutwhathurtthemostisseeingMpande

crybecauseofsomeonewhom shehadtrusted

foryears,Ican'tsayItoldyousobecauseits

justwrong.Thedrivebackhomeisquiet,

Mpandeiscryingleaningonthewindow,it

breaksmyhearttoseeherlikethisandIknow

thatthishasjustsetherbackemotionallyandI

don'tlikeemotionalMpande.

Me:"MuntuIam sorry,sorryfordraggingyouin

mydramaallthisishappeningbecauseyou

chosetolovemeandbeamothertomy

children,ngiyaxolisamylove"shecriesharder



andwearesofarfrom homeIam forcedto

pulloverandgotoherside,theothercarsstop

tooandNsikarunstousandgivesherabig

hug.

Nsika:"Itwillbefinehalf,don'tlethergettoyou

sheisjustbitter"Mpandewails"comeonnow

don'tcrysomuchyou'rescaryingyourbaby

here"indeedSiyakhawasbecomingrestless.

Shewipeshertearsandtriestocalm down.

Thembahandsherawaterbottleandshe

drinksupandwipesherface,Fikabendsand

givesherakissonherforehead.

Fika:"Don'tlethertakeyoubacktothatplace

Mpandeyomuzi,don'tgivehersomuchpower

overyou,Iunderstandthatyouhavetrustedher

withallbutdon'tletthatfeelbadbabydon'tlet

hertakecontrol"Shenodsandsitsproperlyand

Icloseherdoor,runaroundtomysideandwe

continuetodrive.LordknowshowgratefulIam

forMpandessiblingstheyknowhowtohelp



her,IpanickallthedamntimebecauseI've

neverhadtodealwithaweakMpande.We

finallygethometoaloudhousethekidsare

surelyhavingfunwithAphiweandLondi.They

runtousandLandiseesthathermom isnot

herusualselfsosherunsuptoher

Landi:"Muntuukhalelani?Uyakshayaupapa?

BabakaSiyakhaumshayelaniumuntu?"

WheneverIdosomethingshedoesn'tlikeIget

tobecalled'BabakaSiyakha'butwhenIdoas

shepleasesI'm 'PapakaLandi'

Mpande:"haahbabypapadidn'thitme,I'm just

tiredandsickIwanttosleepsoIcanfeel

better"Nsikaandtherestofhersiblingswalkin

andthekidsruntothem includingLandiwho

goestoUncleFikawhopicksherupandshe

talksimmediately

Landi:"Muntuistiredandsickandshewantsto

sleepIthinkubabakaSiyakhaumshayile"Fika

andNsikalookatmeandwanttolaugh



becausetheirniecelookssoworriedand

seriousrightnow.

Fika:"AndwhywouldpapahitMuntu?"She

shrugshershoulders

Landi:"maybeshewasbadsobabakaSiyakha

usedhisbeltonher,whenwearebadMuntu

saysshewilltellbabakaSiyakhatohituswith

thebelt"fortherecordletitbeknownthatI've

neverhitthesekids,Mpandeusuallyscares

them likethat,allIdoischangethelookonmy

facetakeoutmybeltandputitinthetable.

Mpandessiblingsaredeadwithlaughter,these

kidsareembarrassingme.Weallsitdown,I

knowLondiistheonethathascookedcause

Aphiwewouldneverdosuch,shecan'tevenfry

aneggthatone.SiyakhaisonMpande'slap

theyarebothsulking,I'm justworriedabout

them now.Thisactuallyhappensmostofthe

timewhenMpandeisinabadmoodSiyakha

sulkstoo,Iguesswearesharingthebedwith



Siyakhatoday.Wealleatsittingandwatching

TVandofcourseLandiuyaperezaandYakhile

isplayingwhileSiyakhasitsonhismomslap.

Afterdinner,theothersdecidetogooutbut

MpandeandIarestayinginwiththekids,

AphiweandLondiarealsogoingsoitsjustus

andthekids.Mpandegoestotakeabath,the

kidsarealreadyset,wereallyneednewhelp

thesekidswillbethedeathofme,theydon't

wanttoleavetheroom infactI'm watching

cartoonswiththem onourbed

Landi:"Papalet'swatchminions"hayiiii

Me:"Why?Gotoyourroom"

Landi:"HaaaaababakaSiyakhaIwanttosleep

withMuntutodaybecausesheissick"shesays

rollingoverandtakestheremote,hayimygirlis

adivaI'm sureshetakes

AfterNsikathatoneisdramatic"



Mpandewalksinandisalreadywearing

pajamas.Shestilllookingsadbutatleastnow

sheissmiling

Yomuzi:"lookslikewehavecompanytonight"

shesayspointingatthekidswithhereyes

Landi:"Muntuwearewatchingminions,they

willmakeyoufeelbetter"hahahawow

Yomuzi:"meoryoubaby"

Landi:"AllofusMuntu"welaugh

Yomuzi:"Yourdaughteristoosmartforher

owngood"shesayswhilegettinginbetween

hersheets,andasusualSiyakhacrawlsoverto

herandtheycuddle.

Me:"You'remakingthatboyababy,andhis

sleepingwithatmyplace"

Yomuzi:"butheisababynje,I'm sureyoudon't

mindsharingyourplacewithhim justfortoday,

enjoyyouryellowcartoonswithyourkids,I'm



sleeping"

Me:"Goodnightbaby,loveyouMuntuwam"

Yomuzi:"LoveyoutooLifalomanzini,loveyou

kids"

Kids:"loveyoutoomom"theycontinuewith

theircartoons.MpandedriftsofftolalalandI

thinkshetooksomemedication.

Landi:"Papacanwehavecocos"

Me:"comebabylet'sgotothekitchen"Isay

pickingherandYakhileup.

TomorrowneedstobegooddayforMpande.

Insert52

Yomuzi

TheweekendwasdrainingbutIlearntafew

lessonandI'm readytoadmitthatZwewas

rightaboutnottrustingKhosi,butyousimply



can'tblamefortrustingher,thisgirlhasbeen

myfriendfrom firstyear.Ireallydon't

understandwhatIdidtohertodeservesuch

hateandangerfrom her,I'm seriouslylostand

thatThatobitwasjustthelaststrawlikereally

girlallthoseyearsyouwatchednjewathula

wooow!Anywayitsbacktowork,haven'tbeen

therethepastweekbecauseIdecidedtofire

butIhadgoodreasons,itsagoodthingthat

LondiandAphiweareonvacbecauseIreally

needsomehelpwiththekidsandcan'tafford

tostayawayfrom workforanotherweekphela

minaI'm notmyownboss.Thisweektooon

TuesdaytobepreciseisZwe'sbirthdaywhoop

whoop!Pitywecan'tgoonadrinkingspree

becauseweareparentsandI'm kindatakinga

breakfrom alcoholbeforeI'm rewardedwitha

crownfordrinkingtoomuch,theonlythingI've

managedtogetZweisthatsexyjumpsuit,he

alsowantsabikebutIdon'thaveenough

moneyyetandevenifIdidIwouldn'tbuyitfor



him becauseIwillbebasicallysigninghisdeath

certificatesoIwillbebuyinghim thatTom Ford

perfumethelimitededitionthathisbeeneyeing

forawhilenow.We'renotdoinganythingfancy,

we'rejustgoingtohoouthavenicedinnerwith

thekidsanddecideonFridayhowwecelebrate

duringtheweekend.

IgettotheofficeandmyPAisnotatherdesk

asusual,Ineedtofirethisgirl.Igettoherdesk

andtakemymessagesandheadtomyoffice,

todaywillbeabusyday.AsIsitmyphonerings,

itthemother,Ihaven'tspokentoherinwhile

yaz.

Me:"Sthuliskandaba,cherrykaDadunjanboo?"

MaZulu:"Mpandeyomuziwamntungwa,

ngiyaphilamygirlhowareyou?"

Me:"I'vebeenthroughworsesoI'llmakeit"I

knowThembahastoldhersonouseacting



strongla

MaZulu:"good!Sulkingwon'tassistinanyway

vukauybambegirl"that'smymom foryou

Me:"Gotnootherchoicema"

MaZulu:"YomuziwhenareyouandZwegoing

tostopthisvatnset?Iknowthatulobolileand

allbutwhenaregoingtomarryeachother,even

ifitsathomeaffairsbabyandthendothe

traditionaloneitsfine,Iknowyou'veneverbeen

afanofwhitedresses"Ilaughbecausethisis

thesameconversationwehaveeverytimeshe

callsIthinkI'm temptedtodothehomeaffairs

thingthough

Me:"letmespeaktoZweandsetadateforthe

HomeAffairsthingy"

MaZulu:"OhmygoshIwasjustjokingbaby,

don'tdothateverylittlegirldreamsofawhite

wedding"

Me:"firstlyI'm noteverygirlandsecondlyyou



knowhowIfeelaboutweddingfrom whenI

wasalittlegirlhaven'tchanged"

MaZulu:"Yourdadruinedyou,hetookaway

everygirlypartofyouhayimanYomuzi,butlet's

getthatdatefirsttherestwillbesorted"lol

trustmymom toignoremeaboutthewhite

wedding

Me:"okayboo,letmecallyoulaterumlungu

unglindile"

MaZulu:"byebabyIloveyou"

Me:"byeloveyoutoo"asIputdownmyphoneI

seemyPAwalkinginIcheckthetimeandshe

isexactly40minuteslatesoIcallherandtell

hertocometomyoffice

Namhla:"YesMissKhumalo"

Me:"Morningtoyoutoo,pleaseputoutapost

forapersonalassistantandtheinterviewswill

takeplaceonThursday,chooseatimeslot

whenIhavenomeetings,andbookthe



boardroom tooonthattime,thankyou"

Namhla:"Isthatallmiss?Pleasecallmy

brothertellhim thatwearemeetingthe

Dlaministodaysocanhekindlydropofftheir

artworksoIcansubmitittothem plusthe

figures"shenodsandwalksout,I'm gettingrid

ofthatgirl,sheisincompitantandislazy,why

didn'tsheseethatsheneededtoapologizefor

beinglate?Letmecallherback.

Me:"Namhla,pleasecomehere"shecomes

backinchewinggum.Thisgirlistestingmeyaz.

"AregoingtoMaybeexplainwhyyouarelate

today?"

Namhla:"yhooYomuzi,Iwokeuplatetoday

sorryman,theweekendhasbeenlonghey"is

thisgirltalkingtome?

Me:"NamhlahaveIevergivenyouthe

impressionthatwearefriends?"Iremember

thatIswappedPAswithNsikawhenhestarted



sleepingwithherandshethoughtthatthey

wereacouple,nowitstimeNsikatakesback

what'shis,Ireallycan't.

Namhla:"Nooo,sisbutyouknowthatI'm your

inlawright?"Lordhelpme

Me:"it'sfineyoucanbacktoyourdesk"she

walksawayandIcallNsika

Me:"Ican'tdothisanymore,pleasecometake

yourgirlfriendlaangekebafoyhoo"helaughs

mnxm thisidiot

Nsika:"Namhla?She'sahandfulright?Ican't

takeherbackyourPAisgoodandprofessional

andwelcomesmewithacupofcoffeeekseni,

I'm notlettinghim go,let'sseewhoyoucan

swapwith"iyahlanya

Me:"Noooo,takeyourPAbackangekethen

swapher,IwantmyPAback,Ialmostfiredher.

Ihaveinterviewslinedupyoucantakeover,I

wantmyPAback"helaughsandI'm so



annoyed.

Nsika:"Okaywhatever,Iwillfindsomeoneto

takeherI'lldotheinterviews"

Me:"great,mom calledmetoday"

Nsika:"shecalledmetoo,toldmeImustget

heraMzukululolcabanga"

Me:"yeah,shetoldmetogetmarriedtoo,vele

wenawhenaregivingusniecesandnephews

ngekeasandeisbongosakithi"

Nsika:"AyfusekMuntu,we'renotina

competition"lolhisgettingannoyed,Nsikaand

Nhlanhlaaretheonlyoneswithoutkids,timeis

againstthem."Velewenaishadanini"

Me:"NxayVoetsek!YazeverytimeIthinkI'm

readyfortogetmarriedsomethingcomesup,I

hadthatBongekamessnowitsKhosiweee!"

Helaughs,thisoneisalwaysplaying

Nsika:"Ithinkyou'realwaysmakingexcusesto



notgetmarried,Imeanyou'realwaysgoingto

faceproblemsmarriedornot,sostopmaking

excusesnje,you'rerunningawayfrom

somethingbutonlyyouknowwhatitisbecause

itcan'tbeZwe,thatguylovesyouandwena

you'rejustwaistinghistimenje,Idon'tmean

thisonabadway"hayiIdon'tknowwhathison

about.

AsI'm talkingtoNsika,Muzicomesinandhe

doesn'tlookpleasedbutI'm notworriedatall

becauseourbusinesswithhim issortedandI

askedsomeoneelsetoworkwithhim because

Zweisconvincedthathisuptosomething,so

justtoputhim atease.

Muzi:"Soyoupushedmyaccounttosomeone

elsewow"ItellNsikaIhavetogocauseIhave

aclientandIdropthecall

Me:"GoodmorningtoyoutooMrDlamini,



pleasetakeaseat"hedoesn'tsithelooks

ratherannoyed

Muzi:"Don'tannoyme,IknowZweputyouup

tothisandI'm goingtoletthebigbossesknow"

Me:"AwMrDlaminiIneverletmypersonallife

influencemydecisions,Ididmypartonyour

accountbutbecauseofmypositionthereare

somanythingstodealwithsoIthoughtIwould

begoodideaformetohanditovertosomeone

whowillgiveyouraccountenoughattention.

Butifyou'reunhappypleasefeelfreetotalkto

thebigbosses"Idontappreciatebeing

threatenedyesses

Muzi:"Iwantmyaccounttobehandledbyyou

andonlyyou,I'm bringinginsomuchmoney

hereandIwanttoworkwiththebest"I

seriouslywanttorollmyeyes

Me:"AwMrDlaminieveryoneinthiscompanyis

thebest,wehireonlythebestlaykhaya,areyou



sureyoudon'twanttotakeaseat,wecantalk

aboutyourconcernsandI'm sureIcanhelpyou

there,butthat'sasfarasIwillgosir"

Muzi:"thisisnotoveryaznxaa"hewalksout

bangingmydoor,whyisthisguydramatic

though.

It'sshortkodwaitstheflu

Insert53

Zwe

It'sbeenahecticdaytodayatworkI'm meant

tomeetupwithMpandeatGatewayandI'm

runninglateshehasn'tcalledyetsoIknowshe

islatetoo.Letmecallhernowandcheckon

her.Anotherthingisthattodayismybirthday

andshehasn'tcalledatallorsaidanything

aboutit,likenothing.IknowthatIdon'tlike



celebratingmybirthdaybutalittleeffort

wouldn'tkillanyone.JustasIcallfailher

numberLithacalls,Ihaven'theardfrom him ina

while.

Me:"Litha,woowuright?"

Litha:"yhooowhereareyoulet'sgoout"

Me:"wowhowabouta'howareyou''itsbeena

while'ormaybeanice'happybirthdaynyana'

chiefhayiMani"Ihearhim laughing

Litha:"Don'tbesuchagirlaboutthings,Iwas

goingtosaythatwhenIseeyouyeeeses

Yomuzihasruinedyou"mnxm what'shetalking

about

Me:"hayisuka,I'm meetingupwiththemadam

atgatewaytogetthekidssomestuffsoIcan't

reallyhangouttodaymaybeonFriday

mfwethu"

Litha:"weeeebakdlisileyazwena"hechuckles



Me:"Idon'tcare,Iloveherstill"Isaylaughing

Litha:"Shobhoza,Iwillseeyouoverthe

weekendthenmfana"

Me:"shoSosha..."

Litha:"beforeIforgethappybirthdayNsiz'enye"

IchucklethinkingaboutSiyakhawhenhecalls

methat

Me:"Thankyoumate"Idropthecallandcall

theloveofmylife

Me:"Lover,whereareyou?"

Yomuzi:"I'm atGateway,you'relateukuphi?"

StillnohappybirthdaynixAyokay.

Me:"lookingforparkingla,wherewillIfindyou"

Yomuzi:"letmethink,waitthereisthissuit

shopandIseethissuitthatwouldlook

stunningonyoubaby,youshouldseeit,its

breathtaking"oookay,what'sthatgottodo

withourmeetingplacevele?



Me:"Idon'tlikesuitsuyaz,anywaywherewillI

findyouMuntu"

Yomuzi:"awkodwaZweyou'resuchamood

spoiler,thissuitisamazingbae,threepieceand

allthatsheeeebangboo,whuuuuI'm soexcited

aboutthis,listenyouwillfindmeatthissuit

shopbyPoloyezwa"finally

Me:"okaymylove,IwillseeitwhenIgetthere

yezwa"IwalkuptohercauseIhadalready

parkedmycar.IlookforthisplaceandIfind

hertherecarryingasuitbagandhadaverybig

smile,actuallyagrin,Ikissher."Andwhyarewe

soexcited"shelaughsthrowingherheadback

Yomuzi:"Iboughtyouasuitnje"shesmiles

Me:"let'sseethissuitthatyou'retakenby"a

guycomesoutholdingasuit,a3piecesuit,I'm

notsurewhetheritsblackornavybutitsreally

nice,justlikeshesaid.

Yomuzi:"Itoldyouitsnice,gotryiton,Senzo



willgiveyouashirttowear"sheisreallyexcited,

shecan'tevenhideit.JustasIam abouttogo

tothechangeroom shehandsmeabox,I

guessitsashoeboxwithapairofsocks,Ilook

atherwithmyoneeyebrowupandshelaughs

again

"Justgo,trustme"IgowiththisSenzoguy

followingme.Ichangethissuitisreallynice

andfitswell,theshoesaretodiefortoo,this

couldbemyveryfirst3piecesuitthatIwillnot

justownbutwillweartoo.Icomeoutofthe

changeroom andsheisnotthere,Ilookaround

theshopbutIcan'tspother,theshopistoo

smallformenottospother,IaskthisSenzo

guyandhetellsmethatsheistryingon

somethingtooandwillbeoutsoonsoIshould

wait.Ikeeplookingatmyselfontheirmirror.

Senzo:"Yourwifehasagoodeye,youshould

modeloursuitsforus,youreallylookgood"I

chuckle



Me:"Youthink?ThankyouI'llbesureto

mentionittomywifedude,butthisthingisabit

tight"I'vebeenwaitingforthisladyhereyaz

Senzo:"Youwillgetusedtoit,itsnotthattight

itsjustnewinafewminutesyouwillfeel

normalagain"JustasIam abouttorespond,

Mpandecomesoutofthechangeroom

wearinganicedustypinkbandagedress,Ithink

that'swhattheycallit,itsshortshe'swearinga

pairofgoldstilettoesandhasanicesmallbag

andisevenwearingmakeup.LikeMpande

neverhasmakeup,theonlymakesheeverhas

islipstickandmascaraorsomethingbutnow

shehasstuffonherface,itreallylooksgoodon

hershedidsomethingtohereyebrows,she

looksbreathtakingabsolutelybeautiful.

Yomuzi:"Ohbabyyoulookstunning,ohmy

goshyoushouldwearsuitsmoreoften,whuuuu

Wazewababa!You'reflames"

Me:"youlookbreathtakingandassexyasever



muntu,whyarewedressedup"shegiggles,she

doesthatalotwhensheishidingsomething

"comeoutwithit"

Yomuzi:"Okayokay,Iboughtthisforyouand

you'regoingtowearitthewholenight"she

movestowardsmeandtakesoutsomething

from apaperbagthathasbeennexttohervery

bigbag,itsTom FordCologne,mybabygotme

Tom Fordthelatestedition,itssoexpensive

man.Shespraysitonme"Happybirthday

Muntuwami"ooohmanshedidn'tforget

Me:"Youdidn'tforget"Isaysmilingandkissing

her,Ireallythoughtsheforgot

Yomuzi:"Icouldnever,comewehavedinner

reservations"sheleavesherstuffandmystuff

atthisshop

Me:"heywhataboutourstuff"shepullsmy

hand

Senzo:"Don'tworryaboutit,wehaveitsorted



sirjusttakeyourcarkeysnje,happybirthday,

hopeyouenjoytherestofyourday"

Me:"ThankyouNsizw'enye"Mpandelaughs

andpullsmeandIfollowher

Wereallylookhot,sheissosexyrightnowI

wanttoundresshernje.

Me:"WherearewegoingKant?"Sheignoresme

untilwegettoadoorofarestaurantandits

Beluga,itsdarkthoughitlookslikeitsclosed

"ngathitsclosednjeMuntu"sheignoresme

againandpushesthedoorandasIwalkinwith

herasskepticalasIam Ihearpeopleshout"

Surpriseeeee"whenthelightsturnon,Iam

shocked,Ineverexpectedthis.Allmyfriends

arehere,Lithaisheretooandofcause

Mpandessiblingseveryoneiswearingasuitits

justnotblackbutitsformal,Iseemysisters

tooSnoandMbaliandtheyareinnicepink

dresses,AphiweandLonditoo,Ilookat

MpandeandshesmileIgiveherakissand



whisper'thankyou'inherear,there'sacaketoo

thatismadeouttobeatruckwritten'Gwabini'

andIlaughandlookaround,theroom isfilled

withfriendsandfamilyitsbeautifultheregifts

tooitlookslikeI'm theonlyonewhodidn't

knowaboutthis.Thewaitercameandtoldus

thatstarterswerereadytobeserved.I'm likea

littleboyrightnowsmilingnonstop,weare

showntoourtable,itsverylongandwetake

ourseats,mostpeopleherearewiththeir

partnerswithanexceptionofthebrothers,the

twoareneverinstablerelationshipsandFikais

goingthroughadivorce,butnonethelessit

lookslikealmosteveryoneispairedupwith

LondisittingnexttoFikaandlookingtoo

comfortablearoundeachotherformylikingnje.

Thestartersareservedandweeatwhilehaving

smallconversationsamongsteachother,as

soonasourtableiscleared,LithaandAndile

standup,standupandaskforourattention.



Andile:"Sanibonani,firstlyletmetakethis

opportunitytothankthepopularMuntufor

organisingthisdateforustocelebrateZwes

birthdaywhichwehaven'tdoneinsuchalong

time,SiyabongaMamntungwa"Mpandenods

herhead,I'm luckykodwa"Zweyou're36today

andI'm proudofthemanyou'vebecome,with

littlehelpofcauseyougotfrom Yomuzihere"

wealllaugh"almost4yearsagoIwouldn't

havethoughtthatyouwouldbeamanwithkids,

afiancéandasuccessfulbusiness,infactthe

youfrom 4yearsagowouldbesomewhere

drunkbuthereyouarewearingasuiteven"we

laughagain"happybirthdaymyfriend,Iwasso

shockedwhenYomuzicalledtotellusthatwe

shouldbeformal,infactsheemphasizedthat

weshouldwearsuitsbutIwassurethat1you

don'townasuit,yousoldtheoneyouworeat

myweddingandsecondly,Ithoughtthatthis

wasaprankbecauseIhadneverseenYomuzi

wearinganythingformaleitherexceptwhenshe



wasgoingtowork,soimaginehowshockedI

waswhenIsawyouwalkingthroughthatdoor,

stayblessedmyfriendwishingyoumanymore

birthdays"Inoddedback.andhesatdown,

Lithawasstillstanding

Litha:"IwasgoingtospeakfirstbutleNzurele

decidedtostealmyspot"lolidiot"whenIcalled

earlier,Iwassenttocheckwhetheryouwereon

yourwayna,andIwasshockedtatyouwerea

bitlatebecausetheZweIknowisneverlatebut

kenowyou'refamilymanthingschangewho

wouldhaveknown"Ichuckle"happybirthday

myfriend,Iam sogladthatwearecelebrating

yourbirthdaydifferently,Itoowasshocked

whenIwastoldtowearasuitbutIam grateful

totheintroductionofcelebratingdifferently,it

hasbeenanhonourbeingyourfriend,youknow

wherewecomefrom andizoybalisabutthank

youforstickingwithmeinthetoughtime,

you'reatruefriendindeed,wishingyoumany



moreyearsandmayGodgiveyouallthatyou

desire"lolhaaibowhyaremyfriendssoserious

todaylol,ourmaincourseisserved,itlookslike

myladyhadthisplannedtotheT.Whenweare

havingourdesertthewaitorcomesoutwithmy

cakeandpeoplestartsinging,Istanduppulling

Mpandeupwithmeandshehelpsmeblowout

thetwocandleswiththenumber36,wecutthe

cakeanditstakenbacktothekitchentobecut,

Mpandestoodupandtheroom wentquiet.

Yomuzi:"heyeveryone,firstlyIwouldliketo

thankyouforpullingthroughtodaywithgifts

even,ItoldyouaboutthislastweeksoIam

happythateveryonemadeitandforfollowing

thedresscodetoo"laughter"Iwouldliketo

wishmypersonalperson"Nsikaraisedhis

glass"hayiwena"everyonelaughed"uManzini,

alltheseyearsyou'venevercelebratedyour

birthdaybecauseofanincidentthathappened

beforeyourbirthday,everyyearwhenItryto



raisethesubjectyouwouldbeupsetorignore

meuntilyourbirthdaypassesandthathurtme

becauseIwaswaypastthatincidentbutIalso

learntthatyoulovemetoomuchthatyou

avoidedanythingthatcouldpotentialremind

meofthattime,thankyoubabeforsuchlove,

thankyouforthe3bundlesthatyoubroughtin

mylife,Iam thehappiestwomanintheentire

earth,thefamilyyougavemecompletesme

papa,thankyouforlovingmesomuchthatyou

lovedevenmyweaknesses,you'vetaughtme

howtobecalm andhowtobelady,peoplewho

knowmeverywellareshockedtoknowthatI

haven'tbeatenanyoneinthepast2yearsand

that'sallbecauseofyouandhowyou've

protectedmethatI'veneverfelttheneedto

defendmyselfaroundyou,Thankyoufor

teachingmehowtoloveagain,happybirthday

nyamakayishe,Ilovetoinfinityandbeyond"she

givesmeakissandhandsmeasmallbox



"Don'topenthisyet"I'm soemotionalrightnow

myboohasjustmademethehappiestmanon

thisearth,weeatthecakeandpeoplekeep

givingmegifts,thedayisfinallyalmostover,I

am sofullandImissmykidsbuttheyarenot

here,IheardthattheywetakentoLihleshouse,

Istandupnowandaskforeveryonesattention

Me:"Sanibonanigoodpeople,hayishameyou

guyscankeepasecret,youhidsuchabigthing

from foroveraweek.AtfirstIwasalittle

disappointedthatMuntuforgotmybirthday,in

factIwasannoyedandontopofthatshesaid

wewerecomingheretobutstuffforthekids

andwithheryoucouldneverknow,weliterally

buystuffforthekidsalmosteverydaysoI

wasn'treallyshockedwhenshesaidthat,Ican't

rememberthelasttimeIworeaproperwell

fittedsuit,thankyouguysfortakingtimeoutof

yourbusyschedulestocomecelebratemy

birthdaywithme,thismeanssomuchguys,



thankyouforthegifts,fouryearsagoI'dbe

dancingontableswhichleadstothankingthee

mostamazingwomanintheworld,thankyou

somuchMpandeforthis,Iwouldnthave

thoughtthatungthandakangaka,

ngiyakuthandaskhokhouyezwa!Isatandgive

aenjedeepkiss.

Insert54

Londi

ThisLawdegreeisshowingmeflames,itsmy

thirdyearandIwon'tlieandsayithasbeen

easy.Idomybest,the2yearsathomeafterI

matriculatedwerenojokeandthethingsthat

myfamilyhasbeenthroughhasmotivatedme

soIdon'tbecomebitterlikemymom,Iwantto

havemyownthingsandnotdependonanyone.

BhutZweandSisYomuzihavebeennothing

butthebest,Iunderstoodwhybhutnever



wantedtocomehome,mymotherwasa

monsternje,shecaredaboutnoonebutherself,

atfirstIbelievedthethingsthatshesaidabout

BhutstealingourmoneybutastimewentIsaw

rightthroughherliesandjustkepttomyself.

Thingsareslowlychangingwithmysiblings,Sis

Yomuziisreallytryingtoforceustogetalong

bythrowingpartiesthatwillforceustobein

oneroom andcommunicate,Ilikethatthough,

mysistersandIaretryingnow.

AphiweandIhaveonlybeencloseandwe've

alwayslookedoutforeachother.Afewweeks

backSisYomuzithrewasurprisepartyforBhuti

anditwasthemostromanticthingever,Iwish

thattheywouldjustgetmarriedalreadyyaz,

theyhavebeendatingfor4yearsinfactthey

havebeenengagedfor3years,Iwishtoknow

whatistakingthem solongtotietheknot

becausetheyareinlove.AphiweandIspenda



lotoftimewiththem andthekids,weekends

andwhenwe'renotbusyandwhenweareon

shortvac,IhardlywanttogohomesoIstay

withthem mostofthetimeandtheydon'tmind.

AnywayasyoumightknowAphiweisayear

aheadofmeinvarsityeventhoughI'm two

yearsolderthenher.Solittlesisisgraduating

andhasstartedherdoinghonoursin

Economicsandwearecelebrating,justusfor

now,withafewfriends(wesharedthesame

circleoffriendslol).Wedecidedwewillstart

withDinneratHouseofCurriesthenhitthe

clubshereonFlorida.Wegetreadyandheadto

ourdinner,there'sjustsixofus,wegetto

dinnerandwhilewearetherewedecidedthat

wearegoingtoCubana.NowonethingIlove

aboutmysisterinlawisthatsheisanamazing

humanbeing,ItoldherthatafewfriendsandI

weregoingtocelebrateAphiwe'sgraduation



andshetransferedusmoney,soweweregoing

topopbottleswithourownmoney.Wehadour

dinnerthentookacabtoCubanaandthank

Goditwasnotfullyet,wegotourselvesatable

andstartedwithourpartyyyyy!Wewerehaving

thetimeofourliveswhenoneguycametoour

tableandaskedustojointhem attheVIP

sectionbutIdidn'ttrustthem soIsaiditscool

we'refineherealone.Afewminuteslaterhe

sentabottleofCirocovertoourtable,andwe

jumpedforit,haaiboutshwalalokhu,hesent

hisguyagaintocomeandgetusandwe

refusedagain.Wecontinueddrinking,Oneof

ourfriends,Amahlewasnowdrunk,I'venever

seenherlikethisyaz,itwasonly9pm andwe

didn'twanttogo,sowecalledanduberforher

atleastitwillbeabletodropheratrescause

itsbefore10,butIwillgowithhermakesure

thatshegetsinherroom thencomeback,our

ubergetshereandIleavegoingtoreswith

Amahle,quicklytuckherinandrushdownstairs



andgetbacktotheclub,thisbigsisterthingis

justannoyingnowI'm sobber.IfinallyIgetback

toCubanaandtheplaceispackednow,andI

can'tfindAphiweandthegirls,Ilookaround

andIcan'tseethem,Ayyouseenow,thisisthe

thingaboutAphiwesheiscanbeachild

sometimes,whycouldn'tshejusttextmehayi

nxaaandIknowtheygangeduponhercause

theyknowshecan'tstandherground,Istand

herelookinglikeanidiot,someonetapsonmy

shoulderandIturnaroundanditstheguywho

wasaskingtocomesitwiththem,Im annoyed

yaz,hetellsmethatmyfriendsareattheirtable.

NowIlooklikeI'm theonewhowasrefusingall

thistime.Imarchtothem,followingthisguy,I

findthem poppingbottles,itsMoetleftright

andcenter.AphiwecanseesthatI'm pissed

andmimesSorry,I'm notinthemoodtodrink

nowsoIorderaglassofwaterandhaveit.I

don'twanttospoilAphiwesnightbybeing

moodysoIwilljointhefun,thenightgoeson



andIstartdrinkingagain,ziyasha!AphiweandI

lovedancingandinfactwecandance,Bhut

ZweusedtoteachuswhenwewereyoungsoI

guessitsafamilything,wegettothedance

floorandsenzeone,likerightnowkubukwa

thina,wearingheelswasabadideabutkehere

wearestuckwithheels,weeventuallygotoour

backtothetable,aswesitdownIseeafamiliar

faceheadingtowards,I'm drunkbytheway,its

Nhlanhla,mysisterinlawsbrother.Oooohnow

letmetellyouaboutmysisterinlawsbrothers

whuuuu!Yewena,thesemenaredreams,you

justwanttodroolanddroolnje,withoutanyone

stoppingyounje.Theylooklikeonepersonin

differentages,thesamegoeswiththesisters

theylooklikeonepersonjustindifferentages.

TheKhumalobrothersarejustbeauty!

Nhlanhla:"HawuLondi,whatareyouguysdoing

here?"Hesayslookingaroundatourtableand

alittleunhappy



Me:"WearecelebratingAphiwesgraduation,

andtheseguysofferedtopayforourdrink"I

sayalittleembarrassed"wenawhatareyou

doinghere,whoareyouwith?"

Nhlanhla:"ohya,YomuzitoldthatPhiweis

graduating,I'm withFikaandNsika,theusual

nje,aretheseyourfriends?Comejoinus"he

saystakingmyhandandcallingAphiweandthe

girls,Igladlygobuttheguysaren'thappy

Guy:"AwDoc,whywenzaso?Theseareour

girls"Iturntolookatthisguy,haaibowhoishe

talkingabout?

Nhlanhla:"awsoshasorry,betterlucknexttime,

don'tworryI'llcoveryourbillifthat'swhyyou're

ghosting"thelooksdownclearlypissedbutit

lookslikeheafraidofsomething"wozani"

Aphiweisoutyazbutrefusestogo,

immediatelywhenwegettotheirtablewefind

them sittingwithagroupofgirlsandtheyare

toldtoleave,eish.AphiwejumpstoNsika,well



Nsikaisourguycausehisalwaysaroundthe

houseatmybrothershouse,asyouknowhis

twinsisterisYomuzi,heevenhasaroom atthe

housewhichisfunny,buthistheoneweare

closetoo.

Aphiwe:"NsikaIhaven'tseenyouinforever,you

don'tloveusanymorewena"

Nsika:"Don'tlieAphiweIsawyouatZwes

birthdayhawuafewweeksback"

Aphiwe:"aaahafewweeksback,uyashonawe"

wealllaugh,andweintroducethegirlstothe

brothers.

Guysnowthereissomethingweirdaboutbig

brotherBhutFika,hehasbeenlookingatall

night,I'm startingtofeeluncomfortablenje,he

isbeingweird,atZwespartyherushedtocome

sitnexttomeandwasweirdthewholenight,

nowwhileNhlanhlaandNsikaareoutthereand



inyourface,bhutFikaisquietandreservednje

sohim sittingnextmeandmakingconversation

wasweird.Hewavesatmetocomesitnextto

him.AndIgo.Thedrinkingcontinuesandthe

clubisabouttoclosebutwedon'twanttogo,

wellsomeofmyfriendswanttogoandsoan

uberiscalledforthem andtheyleave,whileI

staybehindwithAphiwe,Nonhleandthe

brothersandthepartyissettocontinueand

FikasplaceatBallito.

MynameisLondileZungu,Zweismybig

brotherandIthinkI'vejustlandedmyselfina

situationIcan'tgetmyselfoutof.

Insert55

Londi

Myheadisheavy,wheream Ievenandwhyis

everythingherewhite,where'sAphiweand



Nontlejizas,Ilostthekids.Ifeellikethrowing

upandIdon'tthinkIwillmakeittothe

bathroom,Iattempttostandupitstoolate,my

bodycouldn'tholditanylonger.I'm so

embarrassedIjustmessedupsomeone'sbed

andwhitecoversandthefloor,Idon'teven

knowwhereIam andhowIgothere.AllI

rememberisleavingtheclubwithKhumalos

andmysisterandNontle,therestIdon't

remember.IlookformybagsoIcanfindmy

phoneandcallAphiwetocomerescueme.I

callanditringsnooneisanswering,yazI'm not

leavingthisroom never.Letmetrytocleanthis

messwiththelittlethingsIfindher.Iopenthe

wardrobeandthisisclearlyamansclosetit

hasnicesuits,takeoffthistightdressIwas

wearingandputonanavyT-shirtthatIfindin

oneofthecompartmentsher,Iseeaboxof

tissuesandItakeit,whatelsecanIgirldo,just

asI'm abouttoclosethisclosetIseeanempty

boxofcondoms,whuuuuu!Iquicklytouch



myselfdownthere,itfeelsnormalwhatever

normalis,theysaythefirsttimeisusually

painfulbutI'm fine,butIgocheckthebed,there

surelyshouldbebloodorsomething,isn'tthat's

whatssupposetohappenonyourfirsttime.In

mypanicmodemyphonerings,Ijumpupand

answerthenumberisnotsavedIanswer.

Me:"Hi"

Person:"AphiwesaysImusttellyouthatweare

comingback,nowwejustwenttoget

breakfast"hawuwhosethis

Me:"Ngikhulumanobani?"

Him:"OhsorryisFika,siyabuyamanje"Iwonder

whyIcouldn'trecognisehisvoiceyaz

Me:"ohcool,canItalktoher"

Ihereshuffling

Aphiwe:"LondileZunguyamotherfucker"she

saysgiggling,that'showwetalkwhenoneofus



hasdonesomethinghilarious,Iguessitsme

thistime

Me:"AwjesuuuuwhatdidIdo?Nevermind

don'ttellme,Ijustmessedupthisroom like

reallymessedup,Ineedtocleanitliyanuka"I

sayembarrassedandthisgirllaughs

Aphiwe:"woowhahahlistenthere'snoone

there,justgotothebathroom,openthedoor

andwalkdownthepassageyou'llthebathroom

andchangethosecoversboo,uwabonile

amhlope"shegigglesagain

Me:"howdoyouknowallofthisyoushit?

Whoseroom isthis?Didwesleepherezonke

where'sNontle?"

Aphiwe:"Aywoomotherfucker,weallsleptin

thatroom,butwesleptafteryouanditsFikas

room,hesaidwemustuseitcauseitshasthe

biggestbed"aaaaawJesunowIwilllookthe

biggestidiot"weareonourwaybackso



sheshisa"shesaysbeforedropping.Iquickly

openthedoorandruntowhereIwasinstructed

lucklyIdofindabucketandamobandasmall

verywhiteclothonthefloor,whythefuckwould

onewipethefloorwithawhitecloth,OCD.Ifill

thebucketwithwater,Iquicklygobacktothe

room andclean,Itakeoutthebeddingyonke

andjustputonnewsheetsngobathat'sthe

onlythingIcouldfind,Ifinishedcleaningthe

room andwenttotakeabath,Ismell,I'lljust

washwithwhateverIfindthere,therewasa

basketoftowelsaroundthissoIgetthereand

actuallyfindanewfaceclothandabigtowel,I

gobath.JustasIam wipingmyselfsomeone

bargesintheroom,Iturnaroundinshock

coveringmyselfandIseeitsFika,hestandby

thedoorlookingdown

Fika:"I'm sosorry,I'm notusedtoknocking"he

saysthenclosesthedooronhiswayout.That

wassoawkward.



Yomuzi

OkayI'vedecidedI'm goingtocourt,Idon'twant

allthatfussofawedding,maybethere's

somethingwrongwithme.I'm sittinghereat

myofficethinkingaboutthiswholemarriage

thing,ZweisreallyupsetwithmeaboutthisI've

beenpushingforthelongesttimeandnowI've

justrunoutofexcusessoI'vedecidedIwillgo

tohomeaffairsandjustdothis,letmecallLihle

soshecanbemywitness.Itringsandshe

answers.

Me:"LangelihlekaAndile"

Lihle:"Mpandeyomuzikababa,zikhiphani"

Me:"Eishyaz,Im thinkingofgoingtohome

AffairswithZwesivelesishadenjekhona

noZwe"shelaughsoutloud

Lihle:"youhavetobetheweirdestgirlever,but

thisisastepforward,IknowZwewillbehappy



tojustmakeyoulegallyhis,ewuitslong

overdueshame,I'm goingtobeyourwitness"

nowitmyturntolaugh

Me:"ThankyoubigsisiwhatwouldIbewithout

youmntungwa"

Lihle:"wehavetocheckforadress,njemaybe

haveasmalldinnernyananjewithbothfamilies

phelathiswillbeagreatevent,letmegetonit,

later"andwiththatshegone,letmegoseeZwe

athisofficeandsharemygoodnewswithhim.

Itakemykeysandleave.IgettoZwesoffice

andIpasshissecretarywhosebusygossiping

there.IknockandopenbeforeIgetananswer,

andhisbusyonthephone,hesmilesand

wavesformetocomein.Igetinandlockthe

doorbehindme,Iwalktohiswidowsandclose

theblinds,I'm thinkingofgettingnaughty.All

alongheisnotseeingallthatI'm doingcause

hisonthephone.Istandbehindhim andstart

massaginghim.Herelaxesabitbutisstillon



thephone.Iletgoofhisshouldersandheturns

andgivesmeaconfusedlookandIshrugmy

shoulders,hestayslookingatmebuthisstillon

thephone,Ipullupmyskirtupslowlyashe

staresatme,Idon'ttakeitoffcompletely.He

givemeanaughtysmile,Islowlyapproachhis

chairandsitonhim,thenIstartgrindingonhim,

slowly.Iknowhecan'tfocusnowcausehehis

givingwhomeveristalkingtoonthephone

shortanswers.Icanfeelhismanhoodonmy

bum ithasgrownreallyhard.Istandupand

bendalittletoundohisbelt.Idojustthatand

hemovesabitsoIcanremovehispants,Igo

downonmykneesandkissthetipofhis

manhood,heputsthephonedownwithouteven

tellingthepersonontheotherside.Iplaywith

Gwabiniwithmyhandswhilelickinghim down

tohisballs,Iplaywithhim abitandgouptohis

tipagainandtakehim fullon,whilehegroans

andmoans,Idohim sogoodthatIevengagon

him andafteragood5minutesheshootshis



loadinsidemymouthandIswallowstandup

andfixmyselfwhilehisstillrecovering.His

pantsarestillonthefloorhepullsmetohim

andIsitontopofhisnakedself,andgivesme

thehottestwetkissever.

Zwe:"thatwasamazingwhatwasitfor?"

Me:"Well,Iwasthinkingthatwegetmarriedat

HomeAffairsthiscomingweekendornext

week,wheneverthough"hekissesmeagain

deeperthistime

Zwe:"Really?ThankyouMakhumalo,this

weekendwillbefinethesoonerthebetter"I

laugh"Idon'twantyouchangingyourmind"he

opensoneofdrawersandtakesoutabox,it

hasaverynicering.Heputsitonmyfinger"you

hardlywearthissoItookitandwenttoengrave

it'mysoulmate'Iwantyoutowearituntilwe

getmarried,thankyousoulmate"hekissesme

again



Me:"Iloveyoutosoulmate,nothingandno

onewilleverseparateus"wekissforthe

longesttime"let'sgohavelunch"IsaywhenI

feelhim growunderneathmeagainandhe

laughsandIstandandfixmyselfandhewear

hispantsandfixeshimself.Itakemybagand

hegoestoopenthedoor.AsheopensBongeka

walksinwearingtheshortestdressever.Sheis

shockedtoseemebutrecoversandstridesin

Bongeka:"IwashopingtofindZwealone"Ilook

atherfrom toptobottom

Me:"Sawubonanawemakamfana"

Bongeka:"ZweIwanttotakeYakhilewithtomy

China..."BeforeshecouldevenfinishIknewthe

answer

Zwe:"No"Manzinihasspoken,hetakesmy

hand"pleaseexcuseus"andshemovesas

shockedassheisheclosesthedoorandwe

leave.Wegettoreceptionandhetellshis



receptioniststhathisnotcomingbackwegoto

ourlunch.

Insert56

Yomuzi

Iwalkinthehouseandthere'sshoutinggoing

onandchildrenarecrying,thisisfirstZwe

neverhitsthekidsImeannever.I'm theevilone

inthishouseIdothepunishing.Iclosethedoor

behindmeandwalkinfurthermaybeI'm just

exaggeratingthingsbutIdon'twanttodisturb

anyone,IhearZweisshouting

Zwe:"Youguysdon'tlisten,whopaintedmy

papers?"Silence"ohsoImusthityouguys

againtogetthetruth?Whatwereyoudoingin

myoffice?"Silence,allIhearissniffing"what

elsedidyoupainthere?"Theyshowhim his

laptopanditswrittenorratherscribbledinpink

andblue,Iwanttolaugh,Zwelooksupthrowing



hishandsupintheair"phumanila"Iwantto

laughbutIcan't,theyrunoutscaredandcrying

theybumpintomeandcrylouder.

Me:"what'swrongbabies,tellMuntuwhyyou

arecrying,whohitmuntusbabies"itlookslikeI

askedtocrymore,Ikneelednexttothem and

lookedupatZweandwewasnolongerangry

hewassadnow,hisprincesswascryingthe

mostIbetshewasleadingthecrew.

Landi:"BabakaSiyakha"shesaidpointingat

him hewantstocometakeandIgivehim the

'don'tfuxkwithlook'ifhewantstodisciplinehis

kidshemustgoallout,IpickupLandiandpull

Yakhilewithtothedinningroom weneedtotalk,

IknowSiyakhaisrightbehindme.Onceweare

seatedIputthem infrontofme

Me:"wedon'tplaywithpapaspapersneh?"

Theynodwipingtheirtears"wedon'tplayin

papasofficene?"Theynodagain,"nowlet'sgo

saysorrytopapa"



Landi:"haahMuntu,papawillhitus"nowI

knowforesurethatZwedidn'thitthem,Ipull

them upandgotokitchen,IgiveSiyakhaaBowl,

YakhiletheCocopopsandItakethemilkandI

pullLandi

Siyakha:"Nsizw'enyesorry"Zweturnsaround

andseesthatwecomebearinggiftsandsmiles,

hetakesthethingsfrom usandstartsmaking

hiscocos,Iwonderwhathashim workedup

becauseitsnotthekids,Icomesbacktowhere

wearestandingandtakesLandifrom meand

putherdownandshestandsinbetweenher

brothers

Zwe:"papaissorryforshoutingatyou,butyou

mustpromisemethatyouwon'tmesspapas

officeagain"theytookouttheirpinkyfingers

andmadeapromisewiththeirdadandhe

huggedthem.Icalledournewhelpertocome

takethem fortheirbath,Iwonderwhereshe

waswhentheyweregettingbusyhere.



Me:"Ithoughtyoufinallyhitthem "Isaid

laughingstillstandingbythedoor

Zwe:"IthoughtIwouldwhenIwalkedinon

them paintingmyfilesMuntu,theylookedso

comfortableasifwhattheyweredoingwas

rightbuttheminuteIstartedtoshoutprincess

wasthefirstonetocry,didIshowyoumy

laptop,babyIleftforminutetomakesome

coffeebutwhenIcamebackthisofficewas

upsidedown"Ilaughed

Me:"butbabyyoudon'tlistenhaveItoldyouto

notleaveyoukidsnotsupervised?DidInottell

youtonotleaveLandiwithcrayons,havenot

seenhowIwashthewallsintheirroom allthe

time,I'm suresheistheonresponsible,the

boysalwaysprotectherbecauseshecriesfirst"

helaughedshakinghishead"nowtellmewhat

reallybotheringyou"hetakesoutapieceof

paperandhandsittome,IreaditandlookIPat

him shocked"Issheserious?"Bongekaissuing



forYakhilesfullcustody

Zwe:"Yazthisgirlissteppingonmylastnever"

hedoeslookannoyed.

Itstwodaysbeforewegethitchedandnowthis

Me:"whenisthehearing?"Ilookatthepaper

sinceitswritten,itsthesamedayasour

weddingathomeaffairs,Idon'tknowwhetherI

shouldlaughorcry."KodwananiZwe"Iwalk

awaytomyroom Ineedtothink.

Fika

Me:"Thisgirlwillbethedeathofmentwana,

yesterdayIwasoutsideherschoolbyNandos,I

knewshewasthereandIpretendedthatI

bumpedintoher,thattimesheissocarefree,

haveyouseenhowprettysheis?Hersmile,

let'snotevenstartwithherbody"

Nhlanhla:"Youknowrightthatyou'reacentury



olderthanhersheprobablydoesn'tevensee

youinthatway"

Me:"Tsek,I'm notacenturyolditsjust15years,

IthinkI'm obsessedwithher"Isaywhilegoing

throughherInstagram pictures.

Nhlanhla:"She'sakid,letherbeman,shewants

togooutandhavefunwithherfriends,

rememberhowyouwereboredatCubanathe

samedayyouforcedustogothere,causeshe

checkedinthereandZweisgoingtohaveafit"

Me:"Mnxm awungyekengaloyo,Itoldhim to

stayawayfrom mysisterandhedidn'twhy

mustIcarewhathethinks"Nhlanhlais

annoyingmenow,I'm regrettingtellinghim and

NsikaaboutmyfeelingsforLondi

Nhlanhla:"ohisthatso?You'reonapayback

missionhere,youwillplaywiththatgirlandhurt

heryouwon'thavejustZwehatingYomuziwill

hateyoutooandIknowyoudon'twantthat"he



saywhileeatingmypeanutsinmyoffice

Me:"aren'tyousupposetobeatworkor

something?Ubangaiscefe"

Hereisthethingaboutmyfamily,theyarein

yourfaceinfactwehavetobethemost

annoyingfamilyever.YouseeYomuziisthe

queenofsulking,shegoesonandonfor

monthsandhertwinjoinsherandNhlanhlaand

Lihlejoinbecausetheyarealwaystogetherand

theyseem toruboffeachother.Soifshefinds

outaboutthiseveryonewillthinkI'm really

playingwithLondi,KantnoIactuallylikeher,

yesIjustdivorcedbymymarriagehasbeen

longdead,Ihaven'tfeltlikethisisawhileandI

wanttotakemychances,herinnocencedrives

metotheedge,Iwanttoprotecther,Iwantto

lookatherforhoursandnotblink,she'sarare

gem nje.IhearsheisfeistybutI'm yetto

experiencethat.Nhlanhlabringsmebackto



reality

Nhlanhla:"allI'm sayingisthatyoumustskate

carefully,shouldyoumakeanenemyoutof

Zweletitnotbebecauseyou'retakinghissister

foraride"

Me:"yazZweistheleastofmyproblemsright

now,likeanginendabanaye,let'sgotopopup

society"Isaystandingupandtakingmykey

andNhlanhlalaughshard

Nhlanhla:"Nowaysdude,doyouevenknow

wherethatis?WewillleaveMhlangaandgo

havelunchatDavenportjustbecauseLondi

checkedinthere?Hahahayou'rewiped,areyou

paying?"

Me:"Areyoucomingornot?"Iwalkoutandhe

followsme,wedrivetoDavenportandpark

oppositeRocomamasandweproceedtopop

upsociety,I'm behavinglikeateenagerright

nowandI'm startingtoannoymyself.Wegetto



popupandLondiiswithAphiweasperusual

butmamabearisheretoo,nowitstimetoact.

Me:"ohwhatapleasantsurprise,hiladies,

Mpandeyomuziwamantungwaunjaniwele"she

standsupallexcitedandgivesuahugs,

NhlanhlawantstolaughbutIgivehim theside

eye

Yomuzi:"Heyguys,BhutizaIhaven'tseenyouin

awhileareyougood?"

Me:"I'vebeenbusyyaz,needtocomeseethe

littleones,it'sbeenaminute,ImissLandi"I

grabachairandwejointheirtable,I'm already

regrettingthis,YomuziwillcallNsikaandhewill

knowwhatI'vebeenuptooandtheywilltease

me,savemeLord."Londi,Aphiweninjan

boManzini"

Aphiwe:"we'recool,lasttimewesaw"Nhlanhla

disruptsbeforeshecontinues

Nhlanhla:"haveyouguysordered,I'm starving"



whoathatwascloseweorderlunchandeat

whilehavingsmallchatsinbetween,Yomuzi

asksifIcoulddropthegirlsattheirresasshe

hastogofitadressforwhatshecallsa

wedding,mydadsdaughterisoneofakind

though,I'm definitelyhappythoughabouther

request,sheleavesusatthetable.

Nhlanhla:"Itoowillhavetoloveandleaveyou,I

havetobeatworkpleasedropmeofffirst"I

seewhathisdoingandI'm onlyhappytooblige.

Aphiwe:"Thenyoucandropmeoffatwestville,

thenLondiyou'rethelastone"Londiisnoteven

payingattentionIwonderwhathasherthinking

somuch,Iaskforthebillthensettleit,weget

touMhlanganetcareandNhlanhlajumpsoff

winkingatme.

Me:"Aphiwewheream Idroppingyouoff

ntokazi"IaskasIdriveback



Aphiwe:"DH,youknowwherethatisright?"I

thinkIremember,IgettoAphiwesplaceandwe

dropheoff,thereistotalsilenceinthiscar

Me:"SoLondi,wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat

beforeIdropyouoff"

Londi:"wejusthadlunch,soI'm good"

Me:"Everytimemom anddadcametoseeus

atvarsity,I'dhavelunchandstillordertake

away,Ihatedtheideaofcookingformyselfso

everychanceIgottogetjunk,Ijumpedforit"

shelooksupandsmilesandmyheartmelts

Londi:"Inthatcase,I'llhavechickenlichenhot

wings,amilkshake,twocansofMonsterand

bioplus"

Me:"Igetthefoodbuttheenergyboosters

what'sthatfor,isn'titabittoomuch?"Iturn

goingtobotenic,Iknowwherethosehotwings

are

Londi:"Iwanttocatchuponmybooks,thenext



fewweekslookliketheywillbehecticsoIwant

tobeupdatedschoolwiseandI'm alsodoing

vacworkwithaFirm thatbhutZwefoundfor

metopracticeabitsoIwanttobereadyand

prepared"Ilookatherwhilesheisspeaking,

sheisbreathtaking.

Me:"You'rebeautiful"wearenowoutsideher

resandsheisgatheringherstuff

Londi:"AaagbhutFika,thankyouthough"

Me:"ThisbhutFikathingneedstostopyaz"she

laughstiltingherhead"I'm serious,we'renot

relatednje"

Londi:"what'sthatsupposetomean,Irespect

yousomecallingyouthatissignofrespect"

Me:"Wouldyoulikegoingtothemovieswith

me,thereisthismoviethatIwanttowatch,well

everyoneaswatcheditacceptmeandnowI

feelleftoutwhentheytalk"Ihopethisworks,

shelaughs



Her:"whennow?LetmeguessitsBlack

panther?"GreatshehasamovietowatchI

didn'tknowwhatmovieitwas,hahhahha

Me:"yeahsurewhynot?"

Londi:"I'vewatcheditbutIdon'tmindwatching

itagain,letmegoputtheseaway,andgeta

Jerseythenwewillbegoodtogo"shetakes

herstuffoutandleaves

Ireceiveacallfrom NhlanhlawhileI'm waiting

forhertocomeback

Me:"Yini?"

Nhlanhla:"whereareyou,comefetchmeat

work"

Me:"nopeI'vegotplans"helaughs

Nhlanhla:"whatplans?"

Me:"I'm goingtothemovieswithLondi"he

laughsagain

Nhlanhla:"youslickshit,youdon'tevenknow



wherethecinemais,hayimntungwayou'rein

loveletmetellNsika"

Me:"hayifusek"IhangupandLondigetsin"so

wheretoo?"Ireallydon'tknowwherethe

moviesare

Londi:"Musgraveiscloser,butgatewayis

better"

Me:"Gatewayitis"wedrivetogatewayand

watchthemovieafterthemovieswegoto

dinner,shekeepscomplainingabouttimeand

thatherphoneisoffsowegotoajewelryshop

andIaskhertopickawatchandshelaughs

andsaysshedoesn'tneedone,westillbuyit

andshelovesitandItakeherbacktoschool.

Londi:"thanksfortoday,Ireallydidn'texpectall

thisinoneday,Ihadfun,andthankyouforthe

watchnowIwon'thavetoworryabouttime"

shesaysopeningherdoorandIlockit

Me:"Ineedtotellyousomethingpleasedon't



freakout"she'salreadyfreakingout"LondileI

thinkIlikeyou"shelooksatmewithashocked

expression"noerasethatI'm inlovewithyou,

I'vereallytriedtosuppressmyemotionsbut

everytimeIseeyoutheybecomestronger,I

knowthatyouwillthinkthatI'm old,ofwhichis

true,Itoothoughtwe'dneverworkbecauseof

ouragedifferencebutageisnotaproblem,I

loveyouandIwantyoutobemine"Iunlocked

thedoorandshegotoutlikesomeonewas

chasingherout

ExtrachapternjecauseIfeellikeyouguys

deservethemostnjetoday.

Fika

Ireallywasnotwaitingforthatreactionfrom

LondibutatleastIsaidsomething.Mydivorce

leftmebeyondpissedmyexandwerevarsity



lovebirdsandIguesswefelloutoflove,the

kidsstayatboardingschoolbutIwoncustody

overthem.Shecheatedonme,asmuchasI

washardlyaroundIthinkwecouldhavegone

ourdifferentpathswithoutbeingenemies.

listenunlikeNsikaandNhlanhlaIwasnevera

wildchild,Ihadtoberesponsiblefrom avery

youngage,soIvehardlytakeninterestinmore

thanonepersonatatime.Ievendon'tlikethis

clubingthingbutitseemslikemyladyfriend

herelovessoim afraidI'llbejoiningher.Ineed

totellYomuzisoon,Iwouldn'tlikeherfinding

outlast,I'm noteitheraskingforher

permission.letmecallhernow.Itringsafew

timesandsheanswers.

Yomuzi:"Mntungwa"

Me:"MpandeyomuziwaseMantungweni,how

aregcina?"

Yomuzi:"Ngirightankela,thankyouforhelping

withthegirls"



Me:"Notaproblem gcina,I'dliketotalktoyou

aboutsomething,canwemeetupforDinner

tonight"

Yomuzi:"Soundsserious,doesithavetobe

tonight,canwedoitaftertgewedding?"

Me:"Noproblem sis,konjeuyashadaksasa?

hehekodwawhyareyoulikeso?whogets

marriedonaFridayatcourteven?"shelaughs

Yomuzi:"YouknowmeI'vegottasteforweird

things

Fika

I'vebeencallingLondifrom thatday,sometimes

sheanswersandsometimesshedoesn'tand

reapondswithansmsbecausetheMkhuluthat

ismedoesn'thaveWhatsapp.ShesaysImust

stopcallingher.Nsikawalksinmyhousewhile

I'm tryingtodownloadthisWhatsapp



Me:"shayisalantwana"hecomesalready

eating,IswearNsikaandNhlanhlacomehere

toraidmyfridge"don'tyouhavefoodatyour

place"

Nsika:"Yourfoodiswaybetterandexpensiveit

hasOCDjustlikeyou"hesayslaughing,my

brother'sareidiotsyaz."Wenzanila,waitare

youdownloadingWhatsapp?WowI'vebeen

tryingtogetyoutogetitforthelongesttime

manjeyouseeagirlyoulikeandbam you're

downloadingit.Wow"hesayslaughingtakes

myphonefrom andcontinuesdoingthiswhole

Whatsappadminanhehandsmemyphone

"thereyougoMkhulu"

Me:"Shontwana,areyouready?Yourhalfis

waitingforyou"Itakemycarkeysandweleave

toYomuzi,it'sherweddingdaytoday,mybaby

sisterisgettinghitched.Im soproudofher,for

thelongesttimeYomuzihasbeenafraidof

gettingmarriedandIthinkthat'sbecauseof



howdadwaskilledrightaftertheyrenewed

theirvowsattheir25thanniversary.She

thoughtthatleftourdadvulnerableand

carefreethathewasnotvigilantenoughand

theenemystriked.Iknowthatsheisafraidto

letherguarddownsoforherthisisabigstep.

Wegettocourtandyouwon'tbelievethisbut

mysisteriswearingaverynicecream mermaid

dressallstars,Withwhiteleatherallstars.She

issobeautiful.IlookaroundforLondiandI

don'tseeher,lasttimeIsawherNhlanhlahad

givenmethischeesyideaofgettinghera

bunchofflowers,aboxofchocolateanda

basketofgoodies,letmetellyouthatshitwas

hard,Ihadtogetmysecretarytoputittogether

forme.IhadtoforceLonditocomeseeme.

NowIknowthatshedoesn'tlikeflower's

becauseofhersinuses.IgotoYomuziwith

Nsikaallirritated.

Me:"Stopsulking,thiswasboundtohappen



hawu,pretendtobehappyatleast,andIwilllet

youwalkherdownthissmallaisle"welaugh,

NsikaandYomuziconnectionisjustannoying

attimes,itsnotlikehedoesn'tspendenough

timewithheralreadyasis,heevenhasaroom

intheirhouse,andIknowwhenhistherethey

sleepinonebed,ithasalwaysbeenlikethatnje.

Yomuzi:"Youguyslookhandsome,halfstop

sulkingIcanseerightthroughyou.Comehere"

NsikawalksovertoherwhileIhangoutwith

therestofthegang,wewillbeleavingsoon,

Zwehasorganizedadifferentsmallintimate

venuethatYomuzidoesn'tknowabout,Ihope

shedoesn'tspoilthingswithherpickyattitude.

RightknowI'm worriedaboutthefactthatI

can'tseeLondi

Nhlanhla:"Justaskherwheresheisinsteadof

lookingallcrazyhere,callher"

Lihle:"Ubani?"



Fika:"hayimindyourownbusiness"

Lihle:"y'allhavesecretsnow?Wowokay"

Nhlanhla:"haahLihledon'tbethatpersonhawu,

nowyou'reemotionallyblackmailingushaah

Madam"sherollshereyesandwalkstoNsika

andYomuziThemba:"You'regoingtotell

me,unlikeLihleIwon'tletthisgoI'llfollowyou

aroundthewholedayuntilyoutellme,futhi

FikaI'm crashingatyourplacetoday"it'smy

turntorollmyeye,Thembaisannoyingandshe

willliterallyfollowusaroundtodayuntilwetell

herandshewilltellLihleandtheywilllaughat

me.WhenIwasgoingthroughthedivorce

Thembahelpedmeoutalotemotionally

becauseshehadbeenthroughitandsheknew

howstrainingitwas,shewouldcheckupon

me,evenwhenweweregrowingshehasalways

beentheonewhomadesurethatwewereall

emotionallybalanced.

Nhlanhla:"HayiIthinkwehavenoseysiblingsin



theentireuniverse"ThembalaughsandI

chuckle

Me:"Youthink??"Iasksarcastically

Wedrivetoathevenue.It'sagardeninZimbali,

smallintimateplace,itssobeautifulmymom

looksboredbecauseshewantedabigwedding

whereshecouldinvitethewholeofNongoma

butYomuziain'taboutthat.IseeZwewas

gettinganxious.IknowZweandIknowhis

brutalside,I'm veryproudofthemanhis

become,from thepartyfreak,crazyplayerto

beingaresponsiblehusband,thisguyhasdone

a360turn

Ijusthopethathedoesn'tchange.Zwe

Wellweweresupposedtobegettingmarriedat

courtbutIwastherethismorningtoattend

Yakhilescaseandthehearingwasmoved.SoI

decidedtochangethevenueandnottell

Mpandebecauseshewouldn'thavelikedthe



ideaofchangingbutwearecreatingmemories

andIknowhowmuchahelovestheoutdoors

soI'm hopingthatshelikesthistoo,small

initimatespace,withwhiteroses,tiffanychairs,

touchofbabypinkandpearlshereandthere,

hopeyougettheidea,LihledidallthissoI'm

sureitsbeautiful.TheKhumalosaretaking

theirtime,Ihopeshehasn'tchangedhermind.

JustasIam abouttocallNsikatheyswndmea

messagesayingthey'reontheirway.SoIstart

movingwithmybestmenAndileandLitha.I

wenttothatsuitshopthatMpandetookmeto

onmybirthday,mysuitisNavynottheshinny

typethough,I'm wearingitwithacrystalwhite

shirtnotiebuttoneduptillthelastbutton.The

kidsaresittingnexttoAphiweandLondi,they

aresowellbehaved.Myothersister'sarehere

andmymothertoo,Mpandefeltitwouldbe

wrongforuatowedwithoutmyfamilythere

andhersthere,shesaidpeoplewouldthink

ungidlisile,Iactuallydon'tcare.Herfamily



startswalkingin,lolthesepeoplethinktheyare

thebestthingthateverhappenedtous,her

mom walksinandsitsIthoughtshewouldbe

walkingMpandedowntheaisle.Her

bridesmaid'swalkinitThembaandLihle

obviousandthenIseeherwalkinginwithNsika.

MybabylooksAmazingsheisthemost

beautifulwomenI'veeverseen,sheiswearinga

crystalwhitemermaiddresswithwhiteall

stars,herdreadsaretideintoabunandthey

havepearlsaroundandshe'scarryingavery

nicebunchofredishrosesuyababaumunt

wami,Ilookupandsayalittleprayer,Ithought

shewouldnotmakeitbecausewechangedthe

agreedonvenue.Iseehersmileatmeandshe

winks,I'veneverbeenmarriedbutshehastobe

themostbeautifulbrideintheentireuniverse.

Nsika:"I'm literallytrustingyouwithmylife

Zwe"hesaysthengivesmeherhand,sheis

blushingthisone.



Pastor:"Wearegatheredhertodaytowitness

thematrimonyofNqobizizweZiphezintleZungu

andMpandeyomuziNosabeloKhumalo,before

wecontinue,whoisgivingawaythisbeautiful

bride?"

MaZulu:"Ido,themotherofthiabeautifulbride"

Paator:"Thankyou,Iwon'taskthatsilly

questionthatpeopleaskatweddings,youknow

whichone.NqobizizweIguessnowyouknow

thatfrom todayyourbetterhalfistheperson

nexttoyouandthesameappliestoyou

Mpandeyomuzi,Ihearyouwerebornwithyour

otherhalfbutyouseethere"hepointedto

whereNsikastoodwhenhewalkedMpande

downtheaisle,IchucklecauseIknowthatthat

won'thappen"That'swhereitendsforhim and

you"MpandelaughsandNsikashouts

Nsika:"Nothappening,we'reapackagedeal"the

peoplepeoplelaugh.Andthepastorshakeshis

headandlaughs



Pastor:"I'vehadagreatopportunityofmeeting

bothofyoubeforetodayandinmyentire

historyofmarringpeoplenotonehascometo

metellingmethattheyaredivorcingsoyoutwo

won'tbethefirsteither.Thethirdpersoninyour

unionwillbeGodnotNsikatherebutGod"we

laugh"todayyouhavecometoaskGodtoputa

stamponyourunion,onlyyoucanbreakthis

union,youwillcontinuetolove,trustandcare

deeplyforeachother,IknowthatNqobizizwe

haspreparedhisoqnvowssoIwillgivehim a

chancetospeakbeforeIblessyourwedding

bands.

Insert57

Zwe

Zwe:"Mbulazionlyyouknowukujula

kwentliziyoyam,Ihavebeenlongingforthis

dayforalmostthreeyearsnow.From thefirst



timeIsawyouIknewthatyouhadmymissing

ribandthatonedayIwouldmakeyouallmine.

Wordscan'tdescribehowmuchIloveyouand

howI'veneverlovedlikethisbefore,onlyyou

havelovedmeevenwhenIcouldn'tlovemyself,

you'velovedmewithallmyweaknessesand

myimperfections.Babeyouhavetaughtmethe

importanceoffamily,ohGodNgiyakuthanda

yezwa!You'vemanagedlovedmewithwithall

myupanddowns"Ishedatear"muntuwamiI

willloveyouIpromise,Iwillprotectyouwithmy

allmybeing,Thankyouforgivingmechildren

andtakingcareofthem,willstayworshipping

thegroundyouwalkon,ngiyabongafortrusting

mewithyourheartagainandagainbaby."Ikiss

herforehead.

Pastor:"Nqobizizweweheardyouyaz,and

onceyoufailtodoasyouhavevowedIwillbe

helpingMakhumalopackherbelongings"

laughtererupts"Makhumaloitsyourturn"



Mpande:"wellZweyoudohaveatendencyof

stealingmythingsfirstmyheartnowmyvows"

laughteragain"WamuhleManzini"Iblush

"Thankyoufortoday,thankyouforwaitingfor

me,you'rethemostimpatientpersoneverbut

you'vewaitedformefor3years,thankyou

lovingmeandforshowingthetruemeaningof

love.I'm themostdifficultpersoneverbutyou

makeitlooksoeasyandeffortless,thankyou

foroursmallfamily.Itoopromisetoloveyou

till

Theendoftime,Iwillcareforyou,Ipromiseto

cookforyouoften,andIpromisetostop

throwingawayyourcocopopswhenwe

disagree"Ilaughoutloud"butmostofallI

promisetorespectyou,tobeobedientandto

neverleaveyou"shekissesmycheeckandputs

onmyring,itsabandwithengraved

YomuziKaZweherswasengraved

ZweKaYomuzi



Pastor:"NaweweheardyouifIcometoyour

houseandIfindyoudisrespectinguZunguIwill

remindyouofthisdaythenuhlawule"welaugh

again"Youguyshavesaidyourvowsand

coveredmyparttoo,ourscripturereadingwill

bein1corrintians14.Itsallaboutlove,loveis

kind,loveispatientandkeepsnowrongsno

grudgeszihlobozami,lovedoesn'thurt,Ishould

neverfindMakhumalocryinginthelove

weZungusyezwana.Inowpronounceyou

husbandandwife,Zunguyoumaygive

uMakhumaloZunguuswidiwakhe,Ipullherto

meandgiveheralongwetkiss.

Me:"tilltheendoftime"

Mpande:"Tilltheendoftime"

Thatwasthehappiestdayinourlife,I'm

thinkingofstartingtogotochurchandstart

prayingthatGodprotectsuafrom enemieslike



Bongekapeopleqhoconstantlywanttobreak

ourunionhawuikhizaneuyalaziiscefenje.All

thatisleftisformetogivemypersonthebest

giftsinlove.Ithinkweneedonemorebaby.We

arenowleavingthevenueforthesmallfamily

lunch.Ilovethissmallthingwehave,its

intimateandwarm,myloveistoohappyandI

am happythatsheishappyandlovedthewhole

ideaofagardenwedding.Ikissherhead

Me:"Iloveyoumuntuangdlaliyaz"

Mpande:"IloveyoutooNyamakayishi

ishangababhebhezeli"Iblush."Whenarewe

havingourtraditionalwedding?"

Me:"Whendoyouwantit?"Herheadisleaning

onmyshoulder

Mpande:"howaboutnextmonth?"Iwantherto

betheonesettingdatessowecangoonher

ownpace

Me:"okaybabywewilldoso"peoplearehaving



somuchfunandarehappy,Siyakhacomesto

hismom andwantstositonherlap,soon

Yakhilewillcomesittoo,therehecomesLandi

iswithFikaandLondi.LandiandFikaare

inseparable."Youspoilthesekids"

Mpande:"ayawusyeke"theyarebothsittingon

herlapnow,Iwon'tevenattempttotakethem

becausetheywillcry.

Me:"LookatFikaandLondi,playinghappy

familyngenganyam"

Mpandi:"butitsalwayslikethiswiththosetwo,

doyouthinkthere'ssomethinggoingon

betweenthem?"Shelooksupatme

Me:"Noooo,hewouldn't!She'sjustakid"she

laughs

Mpande:"leavemybrotheralone,maybeweare

overthinkingthings"



HappybirthdayPfumie

Insert58

Londile

Myfavoritecouplehasjusttiedtheknot,My

brotherandmysisterinlawaregoalsrightnow,

Imaynotknowtheinsandoutsoftheir

relationshipbutthelovethattheyshareisso

amazing,mymotherwasn'tashappyaboutthe

weddingbutshe'sneverhappyaboutanything

sowealldon'tcare.I'vebeenavoidingFikathe

wholeday,whenZwesaidhisvowsIcaught

him staringatme,afterawhilehesentmean

smssayingIlookbeautiful.Notthatitwasthe

firstsmshesentmetoday,I'vebeengetabo

'whereareyou?''Pleaseatleastrespondtomy

texts'andsoforth,Ijustignoredhim.Weleave

tothereceptionvenueitlooksamazingsis

Lihlehasoutdoneherself.Thistentlooks



amazing,theresjustfamilyandfriendshere,

thishastobethemostintimateeventI'veever

attended,I'dalsoliketohavesomethinglike

this.Im sittingandeatingwiththekids,Siyakha

standsandwalkstohismother,hedoesn't

shockmethoughheactuallytriedtostayaway

buthecouldn'tIknowthatsoonYayawillfollow.

Yeptherehegoes,IZwegettingirritatedbut

Yomuzilaughsathim,theboysholdonto

YomuzifordearlifeandIlaugh,Itakeoutmy

phoneandtakeapicture.IputLandionmylap

andstarttakingselfiesandastheflashgoeson

Inoticedsomeonephotobombedusandit's

Fika,Landistartsjumpingupanddownonmy

lapandFikatakes,thebondthattheyhaveia

amazing.Fikatakesherandshestartsgiggling

itsacutesightsoItakeapictureofthem

together,littledivawantstotakemorepictures

andFikacan'tsaynotohersotheytake

pictureswithmyphoneandtheyfeaturemeina

few,IwhereAphiweiscauseeventuallyIhave



totalktothisguyanditwouldbelessawkward

ifAphiwewashere.

Fika:"Whyhaveyoubeenignoringme?"Idon't

sayanything"sonowyouwon'ttalktomeeven

whenim sittingnexttoyou?"

Me:"I'vebeenbusytodaythekidskeptmeon

mytoes"hechuckles

Fika:"Youshouldhaveaskedforhelpyaz,I

knowtheyareahandful,especiallymissDiva

here"hekisseshercheecksandshegiggles

Landi:"WhoseDivaLume?"

Fika:"Uwena"hesaysandkisseshercheecks

shelovesthisshelaughs

Landi:"NoLumeI'm LifalandileKuthulaZungu"

Fikalaughsthrowinghisheadback,Ilaughtoo

Fika:"isthatso?Kantwhoseprincess?"

Landi:"Mememe,papasaysI'm princess"she

giggleshittingherchest"LumeyousayI'm



princesstoobutmuntusaysI'm Landi"weall

laugh,helooksatmeaswelaugh

Fika:"youlookbeautiful,Iloveyourdress,in

factIloveeverythingonyourightnow"I'm not

surehowtorespond

Me:"uhhm thankyou,youlookgoodtoo"he

looksatmestraightintheeyeandIdon'tback

down

Fika:"canItakeyououtonadate"whuuulet

thinkofanexcuserealfast

Me:"uhm I'm writingFamilylawthiacoming

week,soIcan'tthisweekandnextweekits

Contractand..."

Fika:"HayiHayikahleke"helooksannoyed,

waitdidhejustrollhiseyesatme"Ididn'task

foryourhandinmarriage"mnxm

engazongingibhoralo

Me:"maybeifyoudidIwouldhaveagreed"I

shootbackannoyedtooandhelaughsatme



Fika:"okaymarrymeke"

Me:"You'retoolate,I'm alreadytaken"he

changesfrom beinggoofytobeingangryinless

thenaminute

Fika:"Don'tsaythat"haaibowhatZishangalo?

Me:"itiswhatitis"helookssadnowandI

laugh"whyareyousulkingnowmdala"

Fika:"Londilepleasegivemechance"

Me:"aren'tyoumarriedkantwenamdala"

Fika:"recentlydivorced,stopcallingmemdala"

hawuthisguyhaaibosowhatdoesshewant

from me?

Me:"soI'm yourreboundkemina,whuyaz

awungiboni"

Fika:"Nonono,you'renotmyrebound,Ireally

doloveyou"

???:"youwhat?Haaibo,she'sakid,kantunjan

wena,hayimani"



Insert59

Fika

Nhlanhla:"youwhat?Haaibo,she'sakid,kant

unjanwena,hayimani"thisidiot,Londialmost

gotaheartattackandhelaughs"ngiyadlalaI'm

heretotakelittlemissyhere,Imissher"he

takesLandifrom myarmsandwinksatme

walkingaway.

Londi:"Soallyoursiblingsknowaboutthissilly

crushyouhaveonme"dealingwithkidsissuch

aproblem kodwawhyam Ifallingforakid.

Me:"FirstlywhatIfeelforyouisnotacrush

Secondlynotallmysiblingsjusttheguysbut

eventuallytheywillhavetoknowbecauseI'm

planningonmakingyoumine"sherollsher

eyes"don'tdothat"sheshrugshershoulders

"don'trollyoureyesatme,it'sdisrespectful"

Londi:"Hayiuyabonakemdala"heeewhat



happenedtothatshygirlIknew?Ichucklein

disbeliefandputonastraightface

Me:"Soaboutthatdate,whencanyoumake

time?"Shesighs

Londi:"HaahItoldyounjethatIhavetestson

Friday,Ineedtostudy"

Me:"Iwon'twaistyourtimeke,let'sgoon

Saturday,Iknowyou'llberelaxingandyou'dbe

exhaustedfrom thepreviouspaper,comeon

now"

Londi:"Whatwillthisdatebeabout?Whatisit

thatyouwanttosaythatneedsyoutotakeme

out?"

Me:"uyabonamina,ngiyashelaminaandthis

datethingisformeukuthngikshele.Angithi

wenayoudon'trespondtomytextsormycalls

soadatemightdothetrick"

Londi:"Listenletmenotwaistyourtimeand

money,Idon'tseeyoulikethatBhutFikaand..."



IstopherbeforeshecontinuesbecauseIknow

verywellwhatsheisgoingtosay

Fika:"wooooa,personallyIdon'tbelieveatlove

atfirstsight,thatformeisafairytale,Ibelieve

thatwefallinlovewithpeoplebygettingto

knowthem,wefallinlovewithpeopleguidedby

theiractionsandpersonalities,yesonemaylike

someoneatfirstwhentheyseethem andbe

physicallyattractedtothem butlaterfindput

thattheyarenotthepersonyou'relookingforin

life,LondileIloveyouandIwantyoutogiveme

achancetoloveyou,IpromiseIwillloveyou

likeyou'veneverbeenlovedbefore"shelaughs

Londi:"usuyangishelanjalo,Ithoughtyou'dbe

doingthatatthedatethatyou'resupposedto

takemeto?"Ilaughtoo

Me:"wellyoudidn'twanttogooutwithmeso,I

tookthistimeandusedit"shelaughsshaking

herhead



Londi:"LetssayIdolikeyou,howwillthiswork?

Imean..."Istopheragain

Me:"Let'sleaveallthequestionsforthedate

uyabo?"Shelightlylaughs,shestandsup

leavingmeseatedathertableandshegoesto

hersisters,Istanduptoogoingtomysiblings,I

am surenowthatNhlanhlahastoldThemba

andshetoldLihlewhoiagoingtotellYomuzi

anditsgoingtorain.

Themba:"Meandyouneedtotalk,you'reoutof

yourmindifyouthinkIwillletyouplaywiththat

girlsheart"sheissoftlyscoldingatme

Me:"Nhlanhlaaveugobhozayeseees!"

Nhlanhla:"AybafoyouknowThemba,it'slike

shecanseerightthroughmengekesbali,Ihad

totellher"Thembadragsmeout.Wearenow

standingoutsidewithThembaandsheis

leaningonmyshoulder.Onedayonewillhave

totellyoufortunateasafamilytohaveThemba



asoneofus.

Me:"NgiyamthandaThemba"Isaybeforeshe

asksanything.

Themba:"Howdoyouknowitsnotarebound

typathing?Whendidthisstartvele?"Isigh

Me:"becauseIdon'tseesexwhenIseeher,you

knowthattherewasnoloveleftbetweenmeno

makaSthelo.IloveherThemba,Ihavetried

multipletimestoforgetaboutherbutshe

keepsfindingherwaybacktomyheart.She

bringsaomuchpeaceinmylife,withherit's

likeI'vefinallyfoundthepersonthatmyheart

hasbeenformypersonalpersonmySoulmate"

Themba:"butsheisakidMntungwa,you've

kissedafewfrogsandyenadololo,you'vebeen

marriedandwvwndivorcedandIthinksheis

hardlyonboyfriendnumber2Mbulazi.You

havekidsandyenashelooksafteryourniece,

that'stheonlyexperienceshehaswithkids,I



won'tevenstartwiththefactthatsheisZwes

sister,sheisanogoareanje"Ichucklein

disbelief

Me:"that'snotfairandyouknow,allofthe

suddenherbeingZwessisterisimportantandI

mustapplytheRuleswhereasthisZweis

marryingmysister,don'tbehypocrites"Sheis

pissingmeoffnow.

Themba:"HayiFika,don'ttellmethatthisabout

Zwe,youaretheonethathidZwefrom us,you

knowthatofweknewwouldhavetriedtofight

theirrelationship.FactisLondiisakidandI

understandthatyoumightthinkthatyoulove

Herbuttherearesomanythingsthatyoumust

consider.Youareoldallowthiskidtoplaywith

otherkidsandstopthinkingaboutyourself

kuphela.YouknowverywellthatifZwefinds

outhewillleavethebusiness.YouandZwe

niyafanamani,youneveruseyourbrainsto

think,youthinkyourheadisastoragefacility,



therearesomanygirlsinDurban,inKwaZulu

NatalinfactthewholeofSAwenayoupick

Zwessister,hayimaniniyanyanyisanje"she

walksawayleavingmefeelinghurtabit.Ireally

didn'texpectthat.

Insert60

Londi

FamilylawhadmecallingmyancestorswhileI

waswriting,thatpaperhadmeyesterday,I

camebackfrom itandhadabottleofwineand

slept.RightnowI'm gettingreadyforthedate

withMdala.Idon'tknowwhetherit'sbecauseI

am notusedtoallthisattentionbutIthinkI'm

startingtolikemdalabuttherearesomany

hurdlesthatI'm justnotwillingtojumpwith

relationship.SoIdon'treallyseeithappening.I

don'thavemuchexperienceinthisdatingthing

soIreallydon'tknowwhattodoandwhatnot



todo.HesaidImustbecomfortableandSporty

letmecallAphiweshewillknowwhattodo.I

callandsheanswersinasleepyvoice.

Aphiwe:"Hayieksenikanje,what'sup?"

Me:"MorningtoyoutooPhiwe,ListenI'm going

onadateandI'm supposedtowearsomething

sportybutcomfortable,Idon'tknowwhatto

wear."

Aphiwe:"ayholdup!You'regoingwhere?With

whoandwhyareyoutellingmenow?

Me:"HayiAphiwe,Iwilltellyouifitgoes

somewhere,nowcomeonhispickingmeupat

8"

Aphiwe:"weeeewhysoearlydatesareusually

atnight,sinceyou'renottellingmeanythinglet

mejusthelpandgobacktomysleep.Yourpink

trainersarecleanright,fakawona,withsocks

ngiyakwazphelawena"Igiggle"putonthose

leggingstheone'swithpinklines,Iknowyou



haven'twornthem becausegym isstilladream

toyouandthenputonanicevest,nothugging

though.Don'tforgettotakeyourhoodieitmight

getcoldwhereveryou'regoingWithyour

mistiriousbae"shegigglesandhangsup

beforeIcansayanything.I'm gratefulthatI

haveshorthaircauseI'dbeworryingabout

hairatylesnow.Igetdressedwhilelisteningto

mymusic,ThandiswaMazwaisJikijelakeepa

megoingthesedays.Igotothebathroom to

brushmyteethandIbumpintoNontle.

Nonhle:"uyaphieksenikanje?"

Me:"Onadateboo,howwasyourtest,Ihaven't

seenyoufrom Wednesday"

Nontle:"langishayamfanathat'swhyI'vebeen

drinkingandgettingsomefrom Wednesday,

ngibuyeizolooehayibekumnandila

bengikhona.Uthiyou'regoingonadate?Ireally

didn'tthinkthatSbuwasseriousuyakuphipha

oeeksenikanje?"



Me:"haaibouSbuwanioe?Idon'tlikethatguy

uyazhethinksjustbecauseheissmartwe

shouldallbowdownathisfeetandyouknow

verywellIdon'tdigthosepeople.Letmegooe,

Iwilltellyousengibuya"Iwalkawayleavingher

confused.Andsheshoutsafterme

Nontle:"Haaibosoycelaivuthiwe"Ifindmy

phoneringingandIpickitup

Fika:"I'm downstairs,I'vebeencallingyou

thoughtyouweredroppingme"Irollmyeyes

Me:"MorningtoyoutooFika"

Fika:"Sarcasm doesn'tsuityou"Irollmyeyes

again.Ihaveagoodmindofgettingbackto

bed

Me:"I'm comingnow"Itakemybagandmy

cellphoneandIgetdownstairsandIdon'tsee

him,hecallsasI'm abouttogobacktores

Fika:"It'sthewhitejeep"



Me:"Hawuwhydidn'tyousay"hedropsandI

gotherehecomesouttoopenmydoor,his

wearinggreyJoggersandawhitebodyhugging

tshirtandagolfcap.Muhlanashame.

Fika:"Morning,doyouwanttogetbreakfast

noworontheroad?"

Me:"Siyaphikant?Isitfar?"

Fika:"nottoofar,butyoucouldeatearly

becausewe'regoingonaadventure"Iraisemy

eyebrows

Me:"alrightbreakfastnowitis"

We'vehadbreakfastandnowweareheadingto

thesouthbutheisstillnottellingmewherewe

aregoing.Wefinallyarriveatourdestination.

Thisplacelookslivelyandfreeitssogreen.He

comestomysideopensmydoorandtakesmy

hand.Weareabouttochoosewhatwewant

wanttodo.

Fika:"sowhatwillitbe?"



Me:"bungeejumping,letsstartwiththatthen

youwillpickthenextone"

Fika:"WeeeeI'm scaredofheights,I'm not

doingthat"Ilaughthrowingmyheadbackwards

"uhlekani?"

Me:"whyonearthwouldyoubringmehereif

you'renotgoingtodoallthesethingsmdala"he

laughstoo.

Fika:"I'm notmdalanjaloandheightsmessme

up"Ahthisguythough,Igivehim mypuppy

eyeslook"OkaybutifIdiejustknowmykids

aregoingtobefatherless

Me:"relax,it'sfunyou'llsee"wedidourthing

anddidotheradventurousthingsIactuallyhad

funevenforgotthatIwasonadate.Wewere

nowhavingalateLunchandwouldbehitting

theroad.I'm famishedandtired.Wewerenow

eating.

Fika:"Sohowwasourfirstdate"Ilaughalittle



"You'vegotanicesmile,umuhle"Iblush

Me:"Thankyou,itwasnotwhatIhadexpected

butIhadfunshame"IsaysippingonOnmy

lemonadeandpassionfruit.

Fika:"whatwereyouexpectingkant"

Me:"Formalnyanaorsomethingbutthiswas

greatandoutoftheboxIreallyhadfun"he

smiles,muhlelobhutyaz.

Fika:"Wellthisisme,outoftheboxthinker"I

laugh"butIjustwantedtosharewithyou

somethingthatwaspartofme,I'm anoutdoors

person,Myfatherusedtotakeushuntingthe

guysplusYomuziofcause,Ilearnttolove

naturethere,thestarsandthegreenmountains.

Ourdadtaughtuslifethroughnature,thecircle

oflifeandsoforth"

Me:"Iwishmydadwaslikethat"

Fika:"Iherehewasn'taniceperson"



Me:"that'sanunderstatement,thatmanwas

meanandgreedy,I'm shockedthatheleftus

moneytofurtherourstudies"hefrowns"money

doesn'tsolveanything,Ineverknewmyfathers

love,hewokeupearlybeforeusandcameback

justbeforebedtime,surewehadshelterand

foodbutwewerenotafunctioningfamily"

Fika:"Awwhatmakesyousaythat?"

Me:"that'sastoryforanotherday,allIknowis

thatIdon'twantanythinglikemyfathersand

mothersrelationship,thatshitwasmessy,

that'swhyIdon'tdorelationshipskubiout

there"

Fika:"that'snotfairnoteverythingcomesout

likethat,mymotherandfatherwerehappily

marriedforthelongesttimeandthatmademe

longforarelationshipliketheirsandthenI

foundmyselfmarriedat24withakidonthe

way,13yearslatertwokidsI'm divorcedandin

lovewithyou"I'm takenabackifthisguywas



2413yearsagoHowoldishenow?"Listen

LondiImarriedforallthewrongreasons,yes

myexwasbeautifulandtriedherbesttobea

goodwifebutwewerenotmeanttobe,withher

IlearntwhatIreallywantedinlifeanditwasnot

her,I'm lookingforachallengeandIseeitwith

you,yesI'm oldbutIwon'tbreakyourheart,I

don'twantypukissingafewfrogsbefore

findingyourprincecharming,I'm yourprince

charming.Iwanttobeyourmistake,Iloveyou

Londilikelovelove"thisguythough

Me:"Aykodwamdalaweweretalkingaboutour

fathersandwenayoutakethisopportunityto

pouroutyourhearthayimani"Isaylaughing

andhelaughswithme"IhearyoumdalaandI

don'tdisputewhatyourfeelingstowardsme

butyouknowwewon'thappen,firsttheage

gapI'm stilllookingforanicetimewenayou're

done,Secondlyyou'vejustgottenthrougha

divorcehowdoIknowthatthisisnotapassing



phase?ThirdlybhutZwewillkillmenjekuphele

ngam.Iseethatyouhavethisallfiguredoutbut

itwon'twork,Iwanttokissafewfrogs"he

comestositnexttome

Fika:"thenletmebeyourfrogLondile"He

comescloser,liftsupmychinwithhisfinger,he

looksatmestraightontheeye,I'm breathing

heavilyI'veneverbeentouchedlikethisbefore

"doyoufeelthat?"Ishakemyhead.Listen

carefully,IdoandIhearourheartsbeatingas

oneandhetouchesmylipswithhisblowingmy

lipseverynowandthen,hekissesme,hislips

aresoftandcold,Idon'tknowwhetherto

respondornot.

Insert61

Yomuzi

Myweddingdaywassoamazing,nothingthatI

hadinmindbutIam verygratefultoZwefor



puttingtogethersomethingthatmademe

happyandthatIwouldremember.weareon

ourthirdweekasamarriedcoupleandIam not

complainingaboutanything.Bongekadidn't

continuewiththecustodylawsuitebutshedid

movetoChina,IhadtobegZwetoatleastlet

herYakhilefortheweeksthatshehasleftinthe

countryandafterlotsandlotsofsexheagreed.

Todaywearehavingourtraditionalwedding

andIam tiredandemotional,Ireallyregret

askingforittobethissoon.Wedidthewhole

shabang,Ididn'tdomuchbutIam stilltiredand

emotional,Icriedsomuchwhenmyfamilyhad

toleavethatZwewasworriedthathecalled

Nsikatocomespeaktome.

Iam lyingonthebedwithNsikaandweare

cuddling.

Nsika:"What'swronghalf,you'vebeenso

emotionalthesepastdays?youknowthatyou

couldleaveZweanytimeright?butyouchose



him,tellmewhatiswrong?"Isniffwantingto

laughbutIcan't

Me:"Promiseyouwillneverleaveme,Idon't

knowthesedaysIam emotional,IfeelIam

loosingallofyouguysandIdon'twantthat,I

thinkIrushedthiswholemarriagething?"Icry

Nsika:"Heystopit!youknowIain'tgoing

nowhere,youdidn'trushanythingyouandZwe

havebeenatitforalmostfiveyearsandItrust

him withyouotherwiseIwouldn'thaveallowed

youtomarryhim,helovesyouandyouguys

havebeenstayingtogetherforawhilenowsoI

am notsurewhatisnewthistimearound,you

canhandlehisfamilyandhisbabymama

drama,youhaveabsolutelynothingtoworry

about."Iholdhim tighter"Ineedtogonowmy

love,Iwillcallyouwhenwegethome"hekisses

thebackofmyheadandleaves,andIfeelZwe

wrappinghisarmsaroundmywaist.

Me:"Zwewhyam Isoemotional?Inevercry



butthiswholemonthIhavebeencryinglikeall

thedamntime"Isniff"evennowIdon'tknow

whyIam crying"

Zwe:"Whatifyou'repregnant"Iturnsofastand

lookathim andhehasthisbiggrinofhisface

andIjustcryandhefrowns"muntuyoudon't

wantmybabies"andIshakemyhead,Iam

reallynotreadytotakecareofanotherhuman

beingrightnow"butIwantustohavemore

babies,wespokeaboutthisbabyandyousaid

you'llbeopenminded"Istartcryingagain

Me:"Butwehavethreekidsalready,youwant

tomakemeababymakingmachine,whatifthe

samethingthathappenedtoLandiandI

happensagain?andmybabydoesnotsurvive,

haah,Iam nottakingthatchance"Isay

sobbing.

Zwe:"Ohbaby,thatwon'thappen,Siyathokoza

isnotaroundanymore,don'tcrybaby,you're

makingmesad,thulaMbulazi.Whatwillyour



siblingssaysnjesewuyakhalaonyourfirstday

wendile"hewipesmytearsandkissesmynose

"bhekaumubikanjanimakaSiyakha"Ilaugh

becauseIactuallymissmybabies,Yakhileis

notevenaround.

Me:"WhatifIam pregnantZungu?"

Zwe:"kanjanwereyounottakingprevention

pills?"Isigh

Me:"therewasthatonedayIforgot"helaughs

outloudwhichannoysmeandIquicklymove

hisarmsawayfrom meandjumpoutofbed

Zwe:"yinimanje?youknowwhathappenswhen

youforgetright?youmighthaveanother

princessinthere"hesayswhilelaughingmnxm

thisidiot,Ileavehim andgotothekitchento

seewhatstheretodo.KodwawhatifIam

pregnant,Iam justnotemotionallyreadforthis.

Fika



WellLondirespondtomykiss.Thatdatewas

thebestthingever,Igottoknowtheperson

thatshereallyisandshegottoknowme,there

weredistractionsitwasjustthetwoofus.I

lovehowdowntoearthsheis.From thatday

notadaygoesbywithoutushavingtofacetime,

shesaysIdon'thavetocometoseeher

becausesometimesshegetsreallybusyshe

hasalotofcommitments.Thisgirlisdriving

mecrazy.Icouldn'tspendenoughtimewithher

hisweekendbecauseshewasathomefor

YomuziandZwesweddingbutshelooked

absolutelybeautifulinhertraditionalattire.I

alsolearntthattheycallherLoloatherhouse.I

pickupmyphonecauseIam missinghertoo

much,Icallhereandshedoesn'trespond,Itry

severaltimesthenIjuststop.Idon'tthinkIwill

sleepifIdon'tspeaktoher.JustasIam trying

tocontactheragainbutshecallsmefirst.

Londi:"Mdala,missingmealready"Ilaugh



Me:"YaLolo"silentIknowIgother

Londi:"Hayimdalawhotoldyouthatname?"

Me:"StopcallingmemdalaandIwon'ttell

anyonethatname"shegiggles

Londi:"Umdalanje?"Ilaughtoo

Me:"OkayLolo"shelaughs"Imissedfrom

thursday,IhatethatIcouldn'tjustcallyouat

anytimeorseeyouforthatmatter"sheissilent

"actuallyyou'vebeenavoidingmeeversince

thatkiss,doyouregretit"shegigglesbutdoes

notanswerme"comeonLolo"

Londi:"ImissyoutooMdalabutIwouldhaveto

seeyousoIcanexplainwhyIam actinglike

this"

Me:"I'm indurbanIcancometherenow,it

won'ttakelong"

Londi:"Haaibomdaladon'tbeextra"Ilaugh"I

willseeyouonMonday"



Me:"Whycan'tIseeyoutomorrowbecauseI

knowyouarereturningksasa"

Londi:"CauseIsaidsohawu"

Me:"HayiIwillseeyouksasa"shelaughs

Londi:"Thatiscalledbullyingyaz,Iwillseeyou

Mondaytakeitorleaveit"

Me:"HawuImissyounjeandIhaven'tseenyou

insuchalongtime"

Londi:"IhavealotofworktodosoIhaveto

usemySundaywisely"Ichuckle

Me:"AreyousayingIam goingtowasteyour

time?"shegiggles"IloveyouLondi"Iheara

voiceshoutingather

Voice:"UbhizinamadodaLondilesisebenza

thina,awbhekeleyofoni"

Londi:"GottogoMaShanduwantsto

embarrassmenowIsee"shedropsthecall

beforeIcansayanything.



Insert62

Fika

IndeeditsMonday,thedayisgoingtooslow

yezwa.ItriedtogoseeLondibutshewasbusy,

Ijustdon'tknowwhethersheisplayinggames

orshewasbusy.Icalledherandshedidn't

respondtheonlyresponseIgotfrom wasan

smssaying'callyoulater,asIsaidIam very

busytoday'letsjustsaynocallwasrecieved

from myside.Ijustreceivedasmssaying

'Sorrygotreallybusybutwillmaketimeforyou

today'whichIwashappyabout.Mydayis

finallyover,soIam headingtoseethisladyat

herres,Ireallydon'tlikethatIhavetoseeher

thereitmakesmefeelreallyold,IgopastRoco

mamasandgethersomethingtoeatsheloves

theirwingandIgethercranberryjuice.

Me:"LoloI'm outsideyourres"shesighs



Londi:"EishkonjeIsaidIwillseeyoutoday"she

sighsagain"Canyougivemelike10minutes

andIwillcomeplease"Iwonderwhatthisgirlis

reallyalsobusywith

Me:"Okay,doyouneedmetogetyouanything"

shelaughs

Londi:"Mdalayoulovefeedingme,ngizoba

yisdudla,Iam finefornowthanks"shelaughs

anddropsthecall.Indeedafter10minuteIsee

walkingdownwithagroupofgirls,sheis

wearingglasses,shelookstoocutewiththose

onher,averybigjerseywithtightrippedjeans

andapearofflops,shelookslikeakidnowand

Iam startingtofeelbadforfallingtoohardfor

her.Shewalkstomycarandgetsinandfrowns.

Me:"WhatswrongLolo?"

Londi:"Thiscarmakesyoulooklikeablesser,I

thoughtwespokeaboutthismdala"Ilaugh

Me:"youlovesulkingkodwa,whatisthatyou



werebusywiththathasmadeyoubeon

campusthislater"sheraisesheroneeyebrow

andgivesmethatWTFlook,Idon'tcareIwant

toknow.

Londi:"HayiMdalauthandaiyndaba"

Me:"Ilikeknowingyourwhereabouts,its

nothingdeep"

Londi:"Iseeyoucamebearinggifts,Iam

famishedyezwa,Ohhhallmyfavourites"she

saysopeningthepacketonherside

Me:"hawuyouarefamishednowbutyousaid

youdon'twantanything"

Londi:"Iwastestingyou,Iwantedtoseeifyou

canthinkoutsidethebox,uphsilemfokaZungu"

shesaysdigginginherfood,Ireallydon'tthinkI

willeverunderstandwomen.

Me:"You'reaninterestingperson,howareyou

though?howwasyourday?"shelooksupatme

andsighs



Londi:"Itsbeenhectic,rememberItoldthatI

hadalottodo?wellIhadtoorganizeamarch

againstgenderbasedviolenceandrapehereon

campus,soIwassortingoutthelogisticsand

bookingvenuesandIhadtocompilethe

memorandum andsoforth"sheheavilysighs

Me:"yhothatsoundshectic,whyareyoudoing

allthisbyyourself"shepouts

Londi:"Iwasn'tdoingitallbymyself,therewere

alotpfusandweallhaddifferenttaskstodo,I

couldhavefinishedalongtimebuttherehas

beenalotgoingoninthepatmonthandthis

month,howwasyourday"

Me:"veryhecticLolo,I'vebeenthinkingabout

youthewholeday"shelaughsthrowingher

headback.

Londi:"Im hecticlolwow,bengingazi,stop

thinkingaboutmethen"

Me:"Ican'tIthinkIwon'tsurviveifIthinkabout



somethingelsebesidesyou.allofthesudden

thingsarenotthesameifIdon'tspeaktoyou

orseeyou,ungidlisileGwabini,Ifeellikea

teenagerIfeellikeIwon'tbeabletobreathifI

can'thaveyouasmine,bemineLondile"I'm

sayingallthiswhilelookingatherandshe's

blushing.Iwilltreatwell,Iwillloveyoulike

you'veneverbeenlovedManzini,Iwanttoshow

youthegoddessyouare.Youknowmysister

ThembasaidImustletyoubeandfora

momentIthoughtaboutitbuttheminuteI

turnedandsawyousmileacrosstheroom I

knewrighttherethatwebelongtogether"she

blushedagainandsuddenlytakesmyhandshe

brushesitfirst,shemovesherhandstomy

faceandpullsmeclosertoherfacethenshe

gentlykissesme,myheartpumpsfasterbutI

dorespondandlet'sgobutcontinuestohold

myface

Londi:"Promisemethatyouwon'tbreakmy



heart"Ismileandmovemylipstowardshers

Me:"nothingthatbelongstoyouwillbreak

whileyourheartisinmyhands"

Insert63

Zwe

Mpandeissoemotionalrightnowit'sannoying.

Shehasstupidcravingsandeatsmycocopops

likeit'snoonebusiness.Ireallythinksheis

pregnantandIcan'twaittohaveanother

princessrunningaroundthishouse.We've

beenbackforjustaweek.TodayIneedtofetch

Yakhilefrom Bongeka,Imissmyboysomuch

andIwassosadthathewasnotwithatmy

wedding.Ijustcamebackfrom somefancy

cakeplacebecausemadam wantedcake,Ialso

toituponmyselftobuyherapregnancytest

ngekephela.Ifindherinourbedroom lotioning

herbody,she'sgainedweightbutIwon'tsaya



word,Iputherboxwithcakeandthebrownbeg

from thepharmacyourdressingtableandgo

standbehindher,Gwabiniisalreadydancing,I

brushhebackandholdherhairandshe

ignoresme.Imisshershoulderandgoupto

herear.MyhandsareonherbreastsandIam

playingwiththem rightnow,shemoansandI

justlooseit,sheissosexyrightnow,Iam

lookingatheronthemirroroppositeusandI

canactuallyseehersmallbumpIdon'tknow

howImissedthis,howfarissheKant?After

makingloveIlookatherandsheblushes

Yomuzi:"youstillmakemeblushafterallthese

yearslover"Ilaughthrowingmyheadbackand

continuelookingatherwhilewecuddle

Me:"MuntuIloveyouandthankyouformaking

methehappiestmaninthisworld"shekisses

myforehead"Ithinkyou'repregnantbaby"

Yomuzi:"IthinkI'm pregnanttoo"shesighs



Me:"We'repregnantbaby"Ican'thidemy

excitement"Iwillbewithyoueverystepofthe

way,Iwillmakesureyou'resafefrom anything

oranyonebaby,Iwillprotectyouloveevenifit

meanswedon'tgotothesouthsohlalala

sthandwasibukane"shesmiles,there's

progress.Iturnandtakethetestandhanditto

herandsheraiseshereyebrowIactuallygrin.

Wegetoutofbedandwalktothebathroom

together.Shesitsdownandpeesonthestick

andwewait,whilesheisbittinghernailswhich

Ikeeponhitting

Yomuzi:"ImissYayasomuchubuyanini?"

Me:"Ihavetofetchhim today"Ithinkwe've

waitedforawhilenowIattempttotothetest

from thesinkbutshehitsmyhand

Yomuzi:"waitmaaan,I'm notreadyyet"Ilaugh

causeIknowshe'sscared.Wewaitforawhile

andIjustgrabthatbluethingyandmovefrom

herasfastasIcanandshejumpsfrom the



toiletseatandstandsnextmeandpicks

through.

Me:"Thisthingsays12weeksbaby"andshe's

notevenlookingatmeitlookslikesheis

counting.

Yomuzi:"OhGodI'm threemonthspregnant,

howdidIevenmissit?Ohsweetjizas"weare

thatfar,shestartscryingkwenzenjanmanje?

Me:"What'swrongnowmuntuwalk?Telltome"

Yomuzi:"Whatkindofanonam I,I'm pregnant

forthreemonthsandnotoncedidIsuspectit"

Me:"I'm sureit'snormal,youwerestillhaving

yourperiodandyouwerebusywithwork,you're

agreatmom andyou'restillgoingtobeagreat

mom toourlittleprincess"Isayhuggingher

andshelooksupatmeandIwipehertears

withmyhand.

Yomuzi:"Whosaidit'sanothergirl"Ilaugh



Me:"Icanjustfeelitbabe,it'sgoingtobeagirl"

Yomuzi:"You'resosureyaz,Ineedtobookan

appointmentwithadoctor,comelet'sshower

sowecanfetchYayaImisshim"Iletgoofher

andopentheshowerandwetakeourbath,

comeoutandgetready.Iweleavewiththekids

sowecangetDinnerout,Landidoesn'tlooktoo

finesheisstucktohermom.

Landi:"muntuwearegettingYaya?"

Yomuzi:"YesbabywearefetchingYayanow"

Landi:"Haahpapaisbaby,mynameis

LifalandileKuthulaLandiPrincess"Mpande

rollshereyes

Yomuzi:"Yourchildtalkstoomuch"Ilaughwe

arriveatBongekasplaceandIbuzzatthegate

andthelastwhoserentinghergranniespad

opensformewhichisweirdbutIdrivein

nevertheless.Istopthecar,gooutandgoto

knockbutnooneisanswering,Ibangthedoor



andevengotheothersidebutnooneis

opening.Iknowsheisherebecausehercars

arehereandsheisonlygoingtoChinamonth

and.Igotohertenantaskwhethershehas

seenherandshesaysshelastsawthem inthe

morningandthatsheknowsthattheyareinside

becausesheneversawthem leave.Iknock

againbutstillthereisnoresponse.Yomuziis

nowknockingtoo.

Yomuzi:"sssshdoyouhearthat?"Ican'thear

anything,Ishrugmyshoulders"IthinkYayais

cryinginsideZwe"IlistenandIstilldon'theara

thing.Itryturningthehandlebutit'sclose,now

Icanmyboycryinginside.Iwillbreakthisdoor.

IkickitonceanditbreaksIfollowmyboys

voicewithMpandebehindme.Iwalkinto

Bongekasbedroom Ifindhersleepinginapool

ofbloodinheronherwhitesheets,Istandin

shockandMpandelet'sputaquickscream but

it'slikesheremembersomethingandshe



quicklypicksupYakhileandtakeshim outof

theroom.IstaystillconfusedbutIquicklygain

mystrengthandItakeoutmyphoneandcall

thepolice.

Insert64

Londi

I'vebeendatingforalmost2weeksnowandI

haven'teventoldAphiweandevenifIdotellher

Ijustdon'tfeellikeIam readytotellherthatmy

firstrealboyfriendis15yearsolderthanme

andwhoheis,Imeanweareinlaws.

SomedaysIfeelIfeelabsolutelybadbutsome

daysIfeelgoodsofarhisdoinggoodas

boyfriendbutouragedifferencedoesshowhis

toodominantifthatevenmakessense.The

morningcallshavetobethebestwewould

speakforhours,IcallslikereallyearlyandI

enjoyit.ListentomeblabbinglikeI'vebeen



withthisguyforawhileKantithasonlybeen2

weeks.FornowIwouldliketokeepout

relationshipasecretbecauseI'm notquietsure

whereweareheadedandIwouldntwanttoput

myselfupforfailure.Shouldputfamiliesfind

outandwedon'tevenmakeitfaracouple.It's

oneofthosemorningagainwhereIjustdon't

wanttogetoutofbed,I'm tiredbutIhavean

earlyclass,IthinkI'm upearlybecausearound

thistimeheshouldbecallingandmyphone

rings.Thereheis.

Fika:"Morningbabe"hesoundslikehisbeen

running,IknowIjogssoIguesshejustcame

backfrom hisjog.

Me:"Morningbabe"Igreetwithmylazydayand

hechuckles.

Fika:"Howoriginal,doyouwanttogooutfor

breakfat,Imissyou"hayi

Me:"Idon'twanttogetoutofbed"Isay,yeah



I'm notevenfeelingwellbutlet'sseewhatthe

wayhasforme.

Fika:"Letmebeingbreakfastthen"I'dstillhave

togetoutofbedtoo

Me:"No,I'm fineIhaveanearlyclassfuthi"I

hearhim sigh

Fika:"Don'tyoumissme?"

Me:"It'sFridaytoday,I'llseeyoutomorrownje"I

honestlydon'twanttoseeFikaduringtheweek

eventhoughhesometimesforcesthingsbutI

dontwantittobeahabit

Fika:"Youdon'tmissme?"Ishesulking"I

haven'tseenforanentireweek,Imissbabe"

Me:"aahdon'tbeababy,ithasn'tbeenaweek

unehabaandyouknowI'vebeenbusy"hesighs

againandwecontinuetalkingaboutstupid

things.Ihangupandgetreadyforclass.Iget

tocampusandit'snotasbusybutIhavea

groupmeeting,Idon'tlikethisgroupdaythere



isthisguywhosebeenaskingmeoutandhe

annoysme.Wedoourworkwhom Sbunags

me,IgoouttoprintoutourassignmentandI

runSbubusywithmyphone.Igotohim and

grabit.

Me:"Whythefuckareyoutouchingmyphone"

I'm actuallyannoyed

Sbu:"Yourboyfriendcalled,youshould'vetold

methatyou'renotinterestedinsteadofletting

mefollowyoulikeI'm somekindofIapdog"he

thisguy.

Me:"FirstlyIdonttotellyoushit,secondlyItold

youthatIdontlikeyouandneverwill,forcrying

outloudyou'refuckinghalfofthisgroup"they

alllookatmeandbackathim,Itakemybag

andstartmovingveleIhavetosubmit,Ileave

thegroupwiththegirlsreadytochopoffSbus

head.IignoreFikascalls,Ijustdon'thavethe

energyformdalarightnow.Idropour

assignmentandtoclass,FikacallsuntillI



decidedtoswitchoffmyphone.Theday

continues.IhateGridsbecausetheydragandI

haveclassesthroughouttheday.IucklyIdon't

haveatestthisweek.ImissAphiweIneedto

giveheracallorgoseeher.Myclassesat4

andIruntocatchabustowestvilletoseemy

littles.Ican'tcallherbecauseI'dhavetoswitch

onmyphone.Igettowestville,andIheadto

Aphiwesroom andIknock,Ihearthatthereare

peopleinsidebutnooneisopens.

Me:"Aphiwemanvula"Ihearroundofpeople

mumblingsomethingbutIcantmakeoutathey

aresaying

Aphiwe:"Ngiyeza!Whydidn'tyousayyouwere

coming"haaibothisgirlshowsupatmyres

withoutevensendingacallbackbutshe

expectsmetocallimihlola,someoneopens

andaguywalksoutputtingonhist-shirt.

Guy:"Hi,bye...byebabe"hesayslookingat

Aphiwe.



Me:"tshisaPhiwe"Isaywalkingandshe

blushes"Yourroom smellsofsexyeeeses!"I

sayopeningherWindows"eminikanje"she

laughs

Aphiwe:"Howdoyouknowwhatsexsmellslike?

Awkahle"Ilaughtooandtakeaseat.Wechat

withAphiweandtellsmeabouthernew

boyfriendMandisishelookshappysoIwont

sayanythingnegative.Idon'ttellheraboutFika

untilI'm suresureabout.It's6o'clockandI

needtoheadtores,Igetmystuffandheadto

thebus.IgettocampusandmeetNontleand

wechatlikeforalongtimeandthenIwalk

downtores.JustaswalkdownIseeFika

standingbythemaindoor,Ihavegoodmindof

turningaroundandgoingbackcausehehasn't

seenmejustasyetbutheliftsuphisheadand

Iawkwardlysmileandwalkdowntohim.Ican't

readhisface,assoonIreachhim helooksat

meandstaresdeeplyinmyeyesshakeshis



headandhetakesmyhandandpullsme

towardstheparking.Ican'tseem tofindmy

words,whenwegettohiscarheopensthe

doorandIgetin,Igetinanddontevenprotest.

HedrivesoutofresandheadtowardsMhlanga.

Continuation.

Fika:"Whatdoyouwanttoeat?"hesaysafter

longsilence.Irespondwiththefirstthingthat

comestomymind

Me:"Iam finewithwhatever"hedrivestoto

Gateway,hecomestomysideandtakesmy

hand,withallthissilencesIwouldhaveminded

stayingbehindyaz.Hepullstowardsthe

foodcourt,hisshoesaresocute,Iwanttotake

apicturebutngiyesaba,mnxm WTFletmejust

doit,Itakeoutmyphoneandtrytotakethe

cutestpictureofourfeetontheescalators.We

gettothefoodcourtandheheadstosteers,I



am finewiththoseburgersshame."Canweget

somethingelse,Idon'tliketheirburgers",he

turnstolookatmeandIswearhejustrolledhis

eyesatmewow."Pizzaandhotwingsfrom

chickenlichenwillbefinethanks"IsaybeforeI

am chockedtodeathwithhiseyes.Weorder

thepizzaandwaitforourorderwhileeachonis

ontheirphone.Whenourorderisreadyhe

takesitandwemovetogetthewings,heorder

anditdoesn'ttakelong.Weleaveandhedrives

towherehestays,Ihaveonlybeentherelike

onceandthatwaswhenIwascompletelydrunk.

Wegettohisplaceandhecometoopenmy

doorandIfollowhim,hefirstplacestablemats

thenthepizzathenhegoestofetchaplateand

giveittome,Idishupforus.Thisplaceistoo

bigforoneperson.Letmebrakethissilent.

Me:"Howwasyourday?"hismouthisfullsoI

doubthewillanswermenow.Indeedhedoes

takehistimechewingandswallowing.



Fika:"Itwasgooduntilyoudecidedtopissme

off,wenahowwasyours"thatwascold

Me:"Itwasbusyasusual,itwasnotmy

intentiontopissyouoff"Isaylookingdown

whileheislookingatmestraightintheeye

Fika:"UbanophenduleifoneyakhoLondile?"

whuuuwhydoIfeellikeZweisshoutingatme

now.

Me:"ItwasSbu,listen,Ijustwenttoprintthe

groupassignmentandwhenIcamebackI

foundhim busyonmyphone"

Fika:"Sowhynotansweryourphoneafterthat?

whynotgetbacktome?whydidyouswitchoff

yourphonethewholeday?"whyisheshouting

atme?

Me:"I'm sorry,Ijustangryandtookitoutonyou,

ItoldyounawethatIwouldbebusysoIdon't

understandwhyyoukeptcallingme"Assoon

asIfinishthatsentencehisfingerisonyourmy



chin,heliftsmychinwithhisfingerandIgetto

seehisface,heispissedtothehighestlevelof

pistivity.

Fika:"Lalelasisi,celaungangijwayelikabi

yezwa!Don'tevertalktomelikethat,Iam not

yourfriendmina,ungakhuluminamingath

wehlaemthini,doyouknowwhyIwascalling

you?"Idon'tknowwhattosay,thisisourfirst

fightandIwaswrongbutforhim toshoutat

me.

Me:"Don'tshoutatme,Iam notakid"

Fika:"thendon'tfuckingactlikeakid,whywas

yourphoneoff?I'm surenaweyoudon'tknow,

stopbeingchildishman"ijusttoldthisguyto

stopshoutingatme,Iam closetocryingandhe

seesthat"Lolo"hesaysinasoftvoice,goneis

thebeast"hey,don'tcry"ohgoshIam crying"I

am sorryforshoutingatyoubutnaweyouneed

totakeresponsibilityforyouractions"hesays

thiswhiletakingmeandputtingmeonhislap,



andwipingmytears.

Me:"Iam sorry,Iwasn'tthinkingstraight,Iwas

pissedatSbu"hekissesmyforeheadwhile

huggingme.

Fika:"Ifwewantourrelationshiptoworkyou

needtomeetmehalfwaybabe,communication

shouldbethelastthingwehavetoworryabout,

youcouldhavejustsms'dmetocallyouback

laterorsomething,yazwearestillgoingtoface

challengesbutwecan'tbechallengingeach

othersiyezwana"Inodmyheadquicklylikea

child"noweat"hisphoneringsandheputsme

downandanswers"Nodon'tcome,Iam

busy"......"I'm withmywoman"......"whatdoyou

meanyoudon'thaveaplacetostay,Ileftthe

houseforyounje"....."howisitmyproblem that

yousoldthehouse,aymakaSthelo"Hekeeps

ongivingmeshortlooks,"comegetthekeysto

thepenthouse"hedropsthecallandleavesme

anddisappearstosomewhereinthehouse.He



comesbackwithasetofkeys,hekeeps

fidgeting.Immediatelysomeoneopensthedoor

andboom thisbeautifulladywalksin,Imean

shelookslikeshejustwalkedoutofa

magazineshoot,lightincomplaction,and

skinnylikereallyskinny,sheiswearingjeans

tightjeansmightIadd,aredtopwithadenim

jacket.Allthistimewehaven'tsaidawordto

eachother.

Lady:"AwSanibonanilaykhaya,whosethis

Sthelo'sfriend?"excusemewhaaat?Ichucckle

Fika:"Don'tbemeanitdoesn'tgowellwithyour

look,LondithisLindimyexwife,Lindithisismy

girlfriendLondi"hesaysrelaxedasevernow.

LindilaughssohardandleavesFikaandI

confusedasFuck

Lindi:"HaaiboFikanokutulaKhumalo,inganele

wowIdidn'tknowyou'dbethisdesperate"Fika

throwsherthekeysandshecatchesthem.



Fika:"PleaseleavebeforeIlooseit,andplease

givememygateremoteandthehousekeys"

shelaughsagain

Lindi:"Haaibostopactingcrazyhere,youwant

toscorepointswithyourteenagerherengam

kahlenje"shewalksoutshakingherlittlebooty

stilllaughing,Fikastandsupandfollowsher.I

gotothekitchentogetmyselfsomethingto

drink,Ifindwineinthefridgeandigetsome,

Fikawalksinafterawhileandhugsmefrom

behind.Goshthisguysmellsamazing."Iam

sorryaboutLindi,she'sadramaqueen"

Me:"Pleasetakemetores"

Insert65

Fika

Todayisjustnotmyday,firstLondithenLindi

canmydaygetanyworse,IwalkafterLindi,I

needtogetmykeysandsetherstraight.



Me:"Pleasegivemebackmykeys,afteraweek

Iwantyououtofmypenthouse,andstop

insultingmygirlfriend,sheisminenotour"I

hiss

Lindi:"ThatgirlisalmostSthelo'sage,whatis

wrongwithyou?Ididn'tknowthatyou'rea

pedophilesies"

Me:"ungangijwayeliwenaLindi,Sthelois13

givememykeys"

Lindi:"HowwillIseethekids?"

Me:"Youwillcall,likeanotherperson"she

throwsthekeysonthefloormnxm

Me:"Don'tbepettyman"Itakemykeysand

watchherdriveoff,ngekengidlaleyenala.I

walkinsideandIdon'tfindLondiwhereIleft

andIseelightatthekitchen,Istandbythe

entranceandwatchherasshemovesfreely

around,pouringherselfwine,Igotoherand

hugherfrom behind,shesmellssofreshIwant



toholdherlikethatforawhilebutshebreaks

thesilence.

Londi:"Pleasetakemetores"weeeeeelike

thingsjustgotworse

Me:"comeonnowLolodon'tdothat,Lindi

won'tbebotheringusIpromise,listenbabeno

onewillbotheryoueveragain"Ireallyhaven't

figuredoutLondiallIhavesofaristhatshe

speaksbeforethinkingandthatshereactsto

heremotionswithoutthinkingtoo.Iturnher,I

wanttoseeher,mygirlissocutethoughshes

tooadorable,Ilookinhereyesandshesmiles,

shesomuchshorterbutnotthinasLindi.Ikiss

hernosethengodowntoherlips,theyareso

bigandjuicyandsoft,Ikissherandsheletsout

asoftmoan.Ipickherupandwegotowhere

weweresittingandmakeoutoncouchforthe

longesttime,herlegsarewrappedaroundmy

waistandsheisdirectlysittingonmycroch,I

canfeelthatsheisabitnervous"relax,nothing



willhappenbabe"sherelaxesabit,andwe

continuekissing.Ihavemyhandsonherbum

andhelpingmegrindme,myerectionisdoing

themost.Ipickherupandweheadtothe

bedroom andIplaceheronthebedagainIfeel

hergettense,canIjustgetabrake,Ihaven't

smashedinmonths.

Londi:"takeiteasythere,wait"shesays

pushingmeawayfrom her.

Me:"Babe,whatisit?"Itrytositupwithher

underneathme

Londi:"Iam notready"shesayslookingatme

straightinmyeyes

Me:"Ihaven'teventakenoffyourclothesand

you'renotready,wazingani?"Itrynottosound

annoyedbutshestillgivesmeastraightlook

Londi:"IthinkIwouldknowifIam ready"she

sayssoundingpissedandItrynottolaugh

causeIdon'tknowwhyshesangrynow.



Me:"Howwouldyouknow"Isaystaringback

atherandshelooksaway,OMGIlaughoutloud

Londi:"what'ssofunnymdala"

Me:"You'reavirginLolo,Ican'tbelievethis,you

talktomuchyazIwouldhaveneverthought"I

saywhilstlaughingshehitsmyhead,Imove

from herandcuddleher"relaxmyloveIwill

waitforyou"andIkissthebackofherhead

croptop

Fika

Sheissleepingpeacefully,Ireallyneedtothank

thegodsandancestorsfortrustingherwithme.

SheissoinnocentandIcan'thelpbutthinkof

allthedramathatsurroundingme.Shemovesa

bitandaccidentlyrubsherselfonmymorning

erection,Ihaveneverseensomeonejumpup

sofast,shemovedsofastdistancingherself

from me.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.



Londi:"Uhlekani?"sheasksclearlyannoyed

Me:"Lutho,goodmorningmissvirgin"sherolls

hereyes

Londi:"You'realreadymakingmeregrettelling

you"shegoestothebathroom "everythinghere

issowhitemdala,doyouhaveanextra

toothbrush?"Istandupandgotakea

toothbrushforherandgojoinherwhilealso

brushingmyteeth.

Me:"You'resobeautifulbabe"Isaylookingat

heronthemirrorandsheblusheslolthisgirl

everythingaboutherissoinnocent.

Londi:"Stopmakingmeblush,Ineedtogoto

res"

Me:"Why?"

Londi:"Haaibowhatdoyoumeanwhy?Ineed

tochangetheseclothesandshowerhawu"

Me:"hawubabe,whydidn'tyousayyouneed



clotheswecouldhavegottenthem izolo?"she

walksoutleavingbehind

Londi:"Uyangixakamanjemdala,youdidn't

eventellmethatIwouldbesleepingoverat

yourplaceyoujustshovedmeinyourcarand

droveoff,howwasIsupposetoknowthatIam

goingtoenduphereifyoudidn'twanttoeven

tellme?"okayIrememberthatnow.

Me:"Sorryaboutthat,listentherearetowelsin

mycloset,takeashowerandIwilltrytogetyou

somethinghereatthemallpleasespendthe

daywithme"

Londi:"Ineedtostudythough,myfirstexam is

aroundthecorner,ngekengiphikewithaperson

whohastheirdegreeandhasapropercareer

andhasalotofmoney"

Me:"Itcanbeyourmoneytoo?"shelaughs

whilegoingtotheclosetIguessitstogetthe

towel,letmegogethersomethingtochange



into.Iquicklyrushtogatewayandgether

somethingtowear,itsadress,Ihopeshe

doesn'thaveaproblem withit.Iseeapinkcap

heretoosoItakeittoo,Iknowshewilllikeit.I

findherroaminginthekitchenwithhertowel

on,Irushtostandbehindherandshejumpsup

IguessIscaredher.

Londi:"Hayimdaladon'tsnickuponmelike

that"Ilaugh

Me:"Sorrybabe,wasIgoneforthatlongyou've

preparedbreakfast?"She'spreparedsucha

beautifulbreakfast,Ididn'tevenknowthatshe

cancook

Londi:"Iam sohungry,Icouldn'twaitupforyou

sorry"

Me:"It'sokay,Igotyouthoseclothes,Iforgotto

buyyouunderwearthough"shegiggles,my

babybooissocuteshetakestheplasticand

goestochangeandcomesbackwearingall



thoseclothestheyfitherperfectlythecap

lookscoolonhertoo

Londi:"Thanksforthecap,iloveit"Ihadalready

preparedthetableandputthefood"Whydo

youlikebeingsoneat?"Idon'twanttoanswer

that

Me:"Canyouleavetomorrow"

Londi:"Why?maybeafterexamsIwillhavetime

notnowbabe"

Me:"Forhow longareyourexams?"

Londi:"Twoweeks"

Me:"Okaycanyounotleaveafterexams,stay

withmeforaweekorso?"Iam noteven

lookingatherbecauseIknowIam pushingit,"I

wantyoutomeetthatkids"shelooksatme

longenoughformetofeelhereyesonme

Londi:"Don'tyouthinkwearemovingtoofast?

andIcan'tbeseenaroundallthetime,whatif



Zwefindsout?"

Me:"FuckZwe!ItoldyouthatIwasserious

aboutyouandIam committedtoyou,unless

wenayouarenotcommittedtomevelephela

boysansweryourphonesoIwouldtotally

understandifyou'renotcommitted"sherolls

hereyes

Londi:"Ithoughtwewerepastthephonecall,

butclearlywe'renot,Iam notsayingIam not

committedtothisrelationshipallIam sayingis

thatIam afraidofhowourfamilieswillreact

futhirightfullysofuthi,don'tbeanassabout

thisreallynowwearehavingaconversation

here,don'tbepettyanddon'tsulk"WhatdidI

sayabouther,shesaysthefirstthinkthat

comestohermind

Me:"Watchhowyouspeaktome"shelooksat

methenstandsupwithherplate"sitdown

Londilewearenotdonetalking,up,Isaiddon't

speaktomelikethat,you'rebeingrude



unnecessarily"shedoesn'tsit

Londi:"Fikadon'tbeabully,youbasicallytold

meyoudon'tcarehowmyfamilyreacts,Idon't

knowwhetheritsthelackofrespectyouhave

formeofmybrotherbutminaIcareabouthow

thisrelationshipwillaffecttherelationshipthat

Ihavewithmyonlybrother,soshootmefor

caringandwantedtoprotectmyselffrom

rejectionfrom myownfamilywhentheyfind

outthatIam datingmysisterinlawsbrother

whoishastwokidsandanexwhojustshows

up.MayIbeexcused"shesaysthelastpart

withanattitude

Me:"No,pleasesit"shepullsoutachairand

sits"Lolodon'tyouloveme?"shelooksdown

andplayswithherfingers"WellIloveyouandI

promisethatwewillgetthroughwhatever

challengewefacetogetheryezwa,Iwon'tallow

anyonetocomebetweenus,Iam sorryifI

cameacrossasdisrespectfultowardsyour



familyevenyourfeelingsbutItrymybestto

controlmyselfbutyouneedtomeetmehalf

waybabe,Iwentthroughallthescenarios

beforeIcouldapproachyou,I'vealready

thoughtaboutourfamiliesandIunderstand

thatyouarescaredbutIloveyouandIam

willingtofightforusbutyouhavetobewill

fightwithmeforusnotagainstmebabe"she

nods,Ithinksheiscrying"comeheremyvirgin"

shegigglesandwalkstomeandsitsonmylap

"IloveyouLolo,believemewhenIsaythat"

Londi:"Iloveyoutoo,butpleasebepatientwith

meIam newinthisthing"Ikissheronher

foreheadandsheputsherheadonmyshoulder

Me:"Iwillbeawayfor3weeks,Iam goingto

Kenyaforbusiness,thatiswhyIwanttobewith

youfortheweekend,justus"shesitsupand

looksatme

Londi:"Whenareyouleaving"shewantstocry



Me:"Mondayevening"shestandsupandtakes

ourplatestothekitchen,thisisnotaseasyasI

thoughtitwouldbeyaz.

Continuation

Zwe

WhywouldBongekaputmychildthroughthat?

Ireallyneedhertomakemeunderstandwhy

shewoulddothat,worseIhadtoldherthatI

wascomingtofetchhim.I'm atthehospital

waitingforthedoctortogiveanupdate,onher

conditionMpandetookthekidshomeandI

wentwithBongekatothehospital.WhenIsee

thedoctorapproachingIstandupandwalk

towardsher.

Doc:"AreyouMissMthembusfamily?"

Me:"Somethinglikethat"shelooksatmelike

sheistryingtoreadme"usshegoingtobe

fine?"



Doc:"SheisgoingtobeokaybutIgoingtoput

herundersuicidewatchandIwillarrangefor

hertoseaprofessional,shewillneedalthe

supportshecangetfrom thosearoundher,no

negativity"

Me:"HayiminaI'm out,Idon'tthinkthatwecan

sharearoom withherIwillkilliyebo"shelooks

atmewithshockwrittenalloverherface"she

triedtokillherselfinfrontofmyson,Iwillnever

forgiveherforputtingmysonthroughthat"

Doc:"thenpleasestayawayfrom herfornow,

canyoupleaseassistusbycallingherfamily

forus"

Me:"okaydocIwillcontacthermotherright

away"shenodsandwalksawayandIturntogo

homeIneedtoseeYakhile.

WhenIgethomeIfindthekidsalreadyinbed,

andMpandecleaningthekitchen



Yomuzi:"Manzini"Iknowwhat'ssheistryingto

doanditwon'twork

Me:"HowisYakhile?"Shewalkstomeand

pullsmyhandandleadsmetothecouchwhere

shemakesmesitandthensitsonmylap

Yomuzi:"Ithinkweshouldtakehim toseea

doctortomorrow,Ihadtogivehim Panadoso

hecouldcaldownandsleep"

Me:"Bongekahasreallydonethemostthis

time,howmanytimesmustshehurtmyson,do

youunderstandtheemotionalscarsthathehas

now,ifwehadn'tarrivedatthetimemychild

wouldhaveseenhismotherdie.Uyahlanyayini

uBongeka?"

Yomuzi:"haveyoucontactedherfamily?"Itake

outmyphoneanddialhermom'sandshe

answers

MrsMthembu:"BabakaFano,uyaphilauFano?"

That'swhatshecallsYakhile



Me:"Yebomauyaphila,uBongekanje"

MrsM:"oohnkosipleasedon'ttellmethatshe

isbotheringyouandMakhumalo"

Me:"Noma,shetriedtokillherselftoday,but

wegottoherontimeshewasadmittedtoSt

Augustine"shestartscursingoverthephone

MrsM:"Idon'tknowwhyBongekadoesn'twant

gogrowup,Iwillaskherbrothertodrivemeup

leadsekseni"

Me:"Okay,nisalekahlema"

MrsM:"OkayngiyabongaZungu"withthatsaid

shedropsthecall

Yomuzi:"IloveyouGwabini,pleasebepatient

withBongeka,listentoherdon'tbetooharsh

onher"Inod,Iunderstandwhatsheistryingto

dohere.

Insert66



Londi

TherearethingsthatFikaisdoingtomethat

areforeign,itslikeIdon'tknowmyownbody.

HemademedothingsthatIhaveneverdone

before.IknowthatIwaswrongfornot

answeringmycallsbuthim shoutingatme

wasuncalledfor.Hisexcametothehouseand

insultedme,Iwasneverreadyforherbutshe

looksnothinglikemewhichmakesmewonder

whatattractedFikatome.LastnightIwanted

toleavebuthepromisedmethatthingswill

changeandsinceIhadnoclotheshewentto

buymesomethingtowearbutheforgottobuy

meunderwear.Hetoldthagheisleavingto

KenyaandIfelthurtbecauseIwassousedto

havinghim around.IthinkIam morehirtbythe

factthathewillbwgonefor3weeks.Wehada

fightearlier,Ididn'tthinkthatourfirstfightwas

goingtoinvolveourfamily,IadmitIdon'tthink

ourrelationshipwilllastbhutZwewillflipbut



thatdoesn'tmeanIshouldgiveup.Ithinkwhat

IfeelforFikaislove,thereisthisfeelingthatI

getwhenIthinkabouthim.Thereisafeeling

thatifeelwhenIam withhim itslikemyheart

tickles.Ireallydon'tknowhowtoexplainallthis.

Heaskedmetostaytheweekendandhonestly

Idon'tmind,nowthatheisleavingIfeelsome

typaway.

Fika:"Babydon'tbesad,Iwillbebacksooner

thanyouthink"Ihavebeenquietallthewayto

res,Idon'twanttotalkaboutthisKenyathingit

upsetsme.

Me:"OkayIunderstand,youhavetowork,Iwill

haveenoughtimetostudy"helooksatmelike

heiatryingtoreadme

Fika:"Iwillstillcallyou3timesaday,videocall

youevenandIwillbringyousomethingnice

futhi"

Me:"Itsreallyfinebabe,justmakesureyou



comeback"wekissforawhileasheisnow

parkedatres.Thisisnoteasy,Icomeoutofthe

carandhestartshiscar.Thisisreallysad,as

hedrivesawayIbumpintoSbuandhisfriends,

andhespanksmybum andIslaphim sohard

onhischestheseemstakenabackbutlaughs

asheseeshisfriendslaughtoo.Ihearacar

reverseandIturnandFikaisoutofthecar

beforeIknowithehasSbupinnedonthewall.

Fika:"YewenashlamaifIeverseeyoudoing

thattomylady,Iwon'thesitatetokillyou"Iam

tryingtomakehim stop

Sbu:"sorrybrazobengimdlalisa"

Iknowthatit'stooshortbutIwillmakeitupto

yousoon

Continuation



Yomuzi

Ifeelsomethingonmynuna,itfeelssogood,

hisplayingwithmyhoneypotwithhistongue

andfingers.Hekeepsongoing,itfeelssogood

andIdon'twanthim tostop,wehaven'tdone

thisinalongtime,we'vejustbeenbusy,he

movesupkissingeverypartofmybodywhen

reachesmylipsheplantssoftwetkisses,I

wanthim badlyrightnowHeentersmeslowly

aswefindourpace,thedooropensTF,Zwe

jumpsupandgoestothebathroom,itsthekids,

Icheckthetimeis3am.Landiisinfrontleading

thesquad.Theywalktowardsthebed,mind

youitsdark,theonlylightiscomingfrom the

bathroom anditlookslikeZweisshowering,I

stillhavetolaughathim.Ipickthem uponeby

oneandputthem onthebed

Me:"What'swrongwithmybabies,whyaren't

yousleeping?''

Siyakha:"uYayaiscryingMuntu,heiscryinga



lotandheismakingLandicryandmakingme

sad"ohmanmyboyishavingnightmares,Isit

upandandtakeYakhileandputhim onmylap

andhushhim

Me:"Iam sorrymyboy,wewillgotoseea

doctorandyouwillbefinemyboy,youwillbe

fine"Ihushhim,IseeSiyakhaandLandiare

veryworriedtheyhavecuddlednexttome,Zwe

comesoutofthebathroom halfnakedwitha

towelwrappedaroundhiswaist,helooksso

damnsexy,hegivesmeaquestioninglookand

IpointatYakhilewithmyeyesandheshakes

hisheadwithsadness.Wereallyneedtotake

Yakhiletothedoctor,wearenotsurehow

muchhesaw.IBongekabutIam innoposition

ofhatingorjudgingher,Idon'tknowallher

worriesandhermentalstateforthatmatter.

Nsikausedtocuthimselftooaftertherape,

firstlyittookusawhiletoevenseethatuntilI

foundhim lyingonapoolofbloodafterhehad



leftearlyatschoolclaimingtobesick.Zweget

inbedandwewatchthekidsfallasleep

Zwe:"Idon'tthinkthatIcaneverforgive

Bongekaforwhatsheputmysonthrough,what

ifheneverhaspeacefulnights"

Me:''Ithinkweshouldtakehim tothehospitalI

am surewewillfindadoctorthatcanhelp"Iam

stayingoutoftheBongekadetail,becausewe

willfightifImentiontheforgiveness.Iwokeup

inthemorningwiththekidssleepingnextme,

Zweisnotaround,SiyakhaandYakileare

cuddlingLandilesoIsearchmyformyphone,I

sendittoZwe,Londi,Aphiweandtomyfamily

grouponWhatsApp.IputonmygownandIgo

lookforZwe,butIdon'tfindhim inthekitchen,

thelounge,IgohisstudyandIseehim standing

bythewindow,mybabyisreallyhurtbythis

Bongekasaga.Igotohim andhughim from

behind,heturnsandkissesme,averydeepkiss,

hepicksmeupandgoestothecouchwithme



andhemakesmesitonhim,Iguessweare

continuingwhereweleftoff,Iliftupmygown

andsitdirectlyontopofhismanhoodandI

starthumping,heisstillwearinghistrunk,I

humpuntilIhismanhoodisallout,heinserts

himselfonhim slowlyandwemakeloveonthe

couchuntilwecan'tmakeloveanymore.We

cuddleonthesofa

Zwe:"IloveyouMakhumalo,nothingkeepsme

goinglikeknowingthatIhaveyouinmycorner"

hekissesmyforehead"IhatethatIcan'tdo

anythingrightnowtoYakhile,Ifeelsohelpless"

Ithinkwearegoingtobehavingoneofthose

dayswhereZwesulksalldayandlooseshis

tempereverynowandthen,onehasthink

carefullybeforetheytalkand.

Me;"comeletsgogetyousomecocopops

lover"

Zwe:"Okaymuntuwami"westandupandgoto

thekitchenwherewefindthekidseating



breakfastImakeZwehiscocopops,Iaskour

nannytopleasecleanupthekids.Igoshower

andgetdressed,thenheaddownstairs

Zwe:"pleaseeatngisayogeza"hegivesmea

plateoffood,thatdoesn'tappetisingatallbutI

trytodownit.

WeheadtoMhlangawhereIfindNhlanhla

waitingforme,wewalktohim andhepicksup

Landi

Nhlanha:"Kanthowmanykidsdoyouwant

havenina?"Zwelaughs

Me:"WhosaidthatI'm pregnant?"helaughs

Nhlanhla;"haaibosdudlaIknowyou"hesays

sideeyeingmeIlookatmyselfcauseIdidn't

knowthatIhadgainedweight

''Howfarareyou"

Me;"3months"hegivesmeaconfusedlook



Nhlanhla;''Areyousure?youdon'tlook3

monthsIthoughtyouwere5months''Zwetries

tomakehim shutupbutitstoolate,alothas

beensaid

Me:"Fuckoff"

Zwe:"Don'tspeaklikethatinfrontofkids

muntu"Nhlanhlachuckles

Wegettothedoctors,it'smefirstthenit's

Yakhile

Receptionist:"TheZungus"westandupand

Nhlanhlaisleftwiththekidsatreceptions,we

goinandfindthedoctorwaitingforus

Doc:"HiI'm DrMsimang,Ihearyouareherefor

acheckup?"

Inod,nowIam excited''pleasegochangeinto

this''shesaysgivingmeagownandIstepinto

thechangeroom andwhenIcomeoutIfind

Nhlanhlaandthekidsinsidewithuswith

Yakhileonhisdadslap,helookslikehewas



crying,Iwanttotakehim butZweshakeshis

headandIgetonthebed,Nhlanhlakeeps

lookingatDrMsimang,sheputsgelonhemy

tummyafteraskingmeafewquestion.

DrM;"DrKhumaloyoudoknowthatstaringis

rude"ZweandIchuckle

Nhlanhla:"Iwillstopstaringwhenyouagree

goingonadatewithme"sheignorehim andI

laugh,sheputstheultrasoundonmytummy

andIhearablippingsound,shemovesthe

ultrasoundaroundthereisanotherblipping

sound

''haaiboYomuzi''

Me;"What?hayimaniNhlanhlastopithawu,

haaiboini?"

Nhlanhla:"Youarecarryingtwins"hesayswith

excitementbutmydoctorisnotpleasejudging

withthelookshegivehim "WhatDoc,she'smy

sister"



DrM:"thereisareasonwhyshedidn'tcometo

youforconsultation"hechuckles,Idon'tthinkI

am excitedanymorenow,Iam scared,Zweis

morethenhappyhekeepskissingmeand

sayingthankyou,heisshowingthekidsthe

ultrasound,tellingthem thattheirsistersareon

thewayandtheyareconfusedtosaytheleast.

Insert67(croppy)

Zwe

WejustleftDrMsimangsofficeandnowweare

headedtoseeYakhilesdoctore,heseemslike

heishavingfuntodayheisevenplayingwith

hissiblings.Ihaven'tgonetoseebongekayet

I'm justnotreadytoseeher,IthinkIwilllooseit

andIreallywonderwhatwillhappentothat

Chinathingofhersnow.

Nhlanhla:''Nomorenamesaboutbuildingnow,

sekwanelemanjeangazinakhainileengapheli''



hahhaloldidthisguyjustdismykidsnames?

wow

Yomuzi:''Atleastwearebuildingsomething

wenadololoandyouain'tgettinganyyounger''I

knowIcanalwayscountonMpandeoncome

backs,wearealllaughingcauseNhlanhlahad

nocomeback''Somanjewhat'sthede.alwith

youandDrM?"

Nhlanhla:''Mfwethu,I'vebeenaskingheroutfor

monthsbutdololoakangifuni,Idon'knowwhat

todoanymoreandthemoresherejectmeis

themoreIwanttobewithher,IthinkI'm in

love''MpandeandIlaughbutitlookslikehis

deadseriouscauseheisnotlaughingatall

Yomuzi:''Maybeifyouwerenotsleepingwith

theentirehospital,youwouldnotbehavingthat

problem''

Nhlanhla:''Ithinkit'stimeIgobacktowork

ngobakhonaophaphayomanje''MpandeandI



laughagain

Yomuzi:''I'm justpullingyourlegbrohawu,I

actuallymissyouguys,younolongercometo

thehouse,Idon'tevenwanttomentionFika,I

lastsawhim atmytraditionalwedding''she

actuallysoundssad

Nhlanhla:''Useyajolaloyo''hepopshiseyeslike

hehasjustsaidsomethingthathewasn't

supposetosayhheeIwonderyaz''Buttoday

hewasmeanttogotoKenyaonBusiness''we

arenowatthePsychiatricwardsittingand

waitingforourturn,IseethatNhlanhlaisabit

uncomfortableaboutsomethingheisjust

ignoringusandplayingwiththekids,aftera

fewminuteswearecalledinandwegoconsult.

ThepsychologistsuggestedthatYakhilebe

hypnotisedsohecanbeabletoerasethat

memoryalltogetherbecauseheisstillyoung

therearethingsthathecan'tarticulatebuth

alsogaveusafewtaskstodoathometohelp



him healandforget,ifthatdoesn'tassistonly

thenwilltheotheroptiontakeplaceandIhave

tosayI'm abitrelieved.Weleavethehospital

andheadtogatewaytogetlunch,weheadto

NinosjustasweorderIseeFikaandhiswith

someone,agirlmightIadd,Itrytowaveathim

andhedoeslooktoourdirectionbutassoon

asoureyesmeethequicklylooksawayandI

swearhejustignoredmeanddisappearedon

me.Idon'tknowwhatiswrongbutIknowthat

thereisdefinitelysomethingwrongwiththese

brotherandtheyaredefinitelyhidingsomething.

Itryocallhim buthedoesn'tpickup,nowIam

reallycuriousastowhatisgoingon

Continuation

Zwe

Iam goingtohospitaltoseeBongekacause

sheaskedandIreallydidn'twanttogobut



MpandeImustgoandaskherallthatwanted

toknowsoIcanstopbeingsoangry,itturns

outIam attendinghersessionwitha

pychologist.

DrCebekhulu:"thankyouMrZunguforagreeing

tojoinustoday,MissMthembuhasafew

thingstosharewithyoutoday,Iwouldlikeyou

tolistentowhatshehastosay,pleasebare

withherandpleasetrytocontainyouranger"I

nodandhegivesBongekaalookandshelooks

likeshejustbreathedout.

Bongeka:''ZwefirstlyIwouldliketoapologise

forputtingoursonthroughthatbutitwasnot

myintention,Iwillneverforgivemyselffor

doingthattoYaya.SeethethingisthatInever

acceptedthatyouleftmeforher,wehaditall

sortedandthenyoujustleftmekanjalonje,

aftereverythingyouputmethrough,youjust

moveonjustlikethat.Youdon'tcheatonher,

you'veneverhither.Ihavewatchedyouplay



happyfamilywithherandnotonceinour

relationshipdidyoueverdothethingsthatyou

doforherforme,youleftmewithoutawarning

Zweandyoubecamehappyyoudidn'teven

careaboutme.Ireallytriedtoacceptthatyou

werenolongerminebutIcouldn'tIjustcouldn't

becauseIhadthispictureofustogetherand

wewerehappybutyoujustleftme.Sheisnot

evenlikeme,shelookshappyallthetimeit

doesn'teenlooklikeyoufight.Youboughthera

houseinFUCKINGLaLucia,Itriedtogetyou

movefrom thatplaceforyearbutyenabhaam

shehasyoumovinginafewsecond,ZweIlove

youandIwanttobewithyoubutIknowIcan't

haveyoubutpleaseallowmetotakemychild

with,itstheonlyreminderIhaveofyouandthe

onethingthatyoucan'tpossiblytakeaway

from me''shecryingbutshejustpissedmeoff

Me:''Iam sosorryforallthatIputyouthrough

andfornotbeingthepersonyouwanted,Iam



sorrythatIfellinlovewithsomeoneelsewhile

Iwasstillwithyou.Iam sorryforhittingyou

andforevencheatingonyou,nothingjustifies

myactionstowardsyoubutIam sorry.Our

relationshipwastoxicwewerefightingallthe

time,wedidnothingtoimproveeachothers

lives,intheyearsweweretogetherthereis

nothingthatwecanputtoshow,wewereall

aboutfun,looknowyouhaveanopportunityto

goshineinChinaandIknowthatyouwouldn't

havegottenthatopportunityngobayou

wouldn'thavefinishedyourdesitationwithme

onyourback.Iam trulysorrythatyoucan't

acceptthatImovedonwiththemostamazing

womanwhohaslovedmeregardlessofmy

flaws,Iknowyouwouldhaveleftmetheminute

Siyakhawasdroppedmydoorinfact,wewould

havefoundhim deadofhungerbecausewe

wouldhavebeenoutthewholeweekend,doing

onlyGodknowswhat.Pleaseallowyourselfto

acceptandmoveon.''shenodswhilecrying,I



reallyfeelbad.Iwasadoucheallthroughout

ourrelationship

Bongeka:''IfIcan'thaveyouthenIwantYakhile,

youcan'thaveitall.''shesaysscreamingwhile

crying.Ithinkshedoesn'tknowthatshereally

knowshowtopissmeoff

Me:''You'rereallynotbeingfair,youhaveput

Yakhileslifeindangertwicealready,nowyou

wanttotakehim toChinawhereIwon'tbeable

togettohim whenhisindanger,I'm reallysorry

butyouknowIdon'ttrustyouwithourson''the

doctorhasn'tsaidanythingsofar

Bongeka:''Whydoyoualwayshavetotake

everythingawayfrom menjalonjeyoutake,you

keepontakingZweallyoudoistake''Ohthis

girlknowshowtogetundermyskin

Me:''Bongekayou'renotmovingto

Johannesburgyou'removingtofuckingChina,

that'sanewcontinentandanewcountryandI



don'tfeelcomfortableallowingtoleaveandgo

thatfarwithhim no,maybevisitsorsomething

butyou'renotleavingwithYakhile''withthat

standupandleavetheplanwastogotowork

butnowI'm justgoinghomeandsleepin

silencenokidsnoMpande.

IdrivehomeandimmediatelyIgothekitchen

makemyselfsomecocopopsandheadtoour

bedroom,takeoffmyshoesandgetinsidethe

sheetsbutInoticethatMpandeforgother

phone.Ihearsoundscomingfrom the

bathroom andIfindMpandehangingoverthe

toilet

Me:''AreyouokayMakhumalo''

Yomuzi:''No,Iwantthesekidsout,morning

sicknessisgoingtobethedeathofmeandall

theseemotions''IwanttolaughbutIcan't''It

wasn'tlikethiswithLandiZwe''



Me:''itsgoingtobefinebabe,uzobona''

Yomuzi:''Iwantsomethingstrong,Ithinkyou

shouldgetridofallthealcoholinthishouse

causeitsgoingtodrivemecrazy''shesays

whilestandingupandgoingtothesinktorinse

hermouth''Idon'tthinkIwillbegoingtowork

thisweek''

Itakeherhandandwalkbacktobed,Itakemy

cocopopsandstarteating.''Iguessyourheart

toheartdidn'tgowell''shesayspointingatmy

bowlwithhereyes,Iputitdownandsleepand

cuddleher

Me:''ShewantstotakeYayaawayjustbecause

Ihurther,becauseIleftherforyou,howcan

onepersonbesospiteful?''

ShortInsert

Londi



It'sbeentwoweekssinceMdalalefttoKenya,I

thoughtIwouldbefinebutIactuallymisshim a

lot.Nothedramathough,firstlywealmost

bumpedintoYomuziandBhutZweandwe

literallyhadtorunawayfrom them,itdoesn't

helpthatImissedthekidsandIdeeplywanted

toseethem.Wearguedaboutwhywecan't

comeoutandannounceourrelationshipto

everyoneagain,whenIthoughtthingswerefine

boom SbudoesshitandFikaloosesit.Heman

handledtheguyandalmostkilledhim and

didn'tevenfeelbadaboutthatshit.Whenhe

leftwewerenotinagoodplacebutImisshim

alreadyandhisleftwithawholetwoweeksin

Kenya.ExamshavemebusybutIknowthings

wouldbedifferentifhewerearound,itdoesn't

helpthathecallsmeathousandtimesaday

andnotforgettingtovideocallmekunjalo.He

sendsmemoneyallthetime,moneyIdon't

evenneed.IhavetwoexamsleftandAphiweis

comingtodaytostudyatourlibrarybecause



apparentlyWestvillegetsnoisysowewillchill

andgouptostudylater.Aphiwearrivesandwe

decidetogotoDavenportforabitewithNonhle

wereallyneedtocatchupvele,examshavehad

mebusyIhaven'teventoldmyfriendsabout

myrelationship

Nonhle:"HaaibosiyabongaAphiwe,Ihaven't

seenLondiinsuchalongtime,thelasttimeI

sawherwaswhenshewasgoingtoher

mysteriousdatewiththatguywedon'tknow,

ngobangimbonatoday"theresheiswithher

liesthisone

Me:"Whyunamangaskhokho,youknowthat

I'vebeenbusywithschoolandmygroup

projects"theylaugh"wenaAphiwehowsyour

man"

Aphiwe:"whoooosisi,ingawelentoletsnot

shifttheattention,weallknowthatngiyajola

andontheotherhandwenausuyajolaulala

amaoutfuthi"mnxm nothertoo



Me:"Mnxm letsleaveit,mymanandIhave

decidedthatwearenotgoingtotellanyone

untilwesureaboutthisthing"Aphiwelaughs

Aphiwe:"KahlebowenaMuntukaFika"myeyes

pop

Nonhle:"Iknewthathewaseyeingyouthatday

Ijustdidn'tthinkhewouldactuallyaskyouout

sinceyouknowyouguysaresortofrelatedor

something"

Aphiwe:"Nowearenotrelated,ourbrother

marriedhissister,Iam surethatthatdoesnot

warrantusbeingbloodrelatives"ourorder

arrivesandwedigin.

Me:"Ilikehim shame,butIam justnotsureand

Zwewillkillme.Andyouguyshowdidyou

know?"

Aphiwelaughsagain

Aphiwe:"BesideswhatNontlesaid,Hemade

youhiswhatsappstorythisweekend,saying



'missingthebae'"Iam shockedwhythefuck

wouldhedothat"ohrelax,itsnothingthatdeep,

hejustputapictureofyouguyswalkingjust

yourguysfeet,Iknowthosetakkiesyouhadon

andheputapictureofyouguysholdinghands,

justyourhands"Stillman,ifshecouldsee

imagineifBhutZweactuallypaysattention

Me:"I'vebeensobusyIdidn'tevenseethose

pics,Iwouldhavetoldhim toputitdown

mnxm"

Nonhle:"AyLondilettheguybe,Ithinkhe

actuallylikesyoukakhulu,bhekanjeyou'reeven

payingforourdinnernamuhla,usuallyyou're

brokesokenjesiyambongaandyouguyslook

reallygoodtogether"welaughthesebitches,It

actuallyfeelsgreattotellsomeoneaboutthis.

"Sohowisheinbed"Aphiwelaughsagain,

uzongidinalo

Aphiwe:"ThisoneisstillavirginandIam sure

ofthat"Igiveherthelook,uyaphapha



Nonhle:"Allthatsugarandyou'restillavirgin

whuuuu,uyadlalawenaminangabesengimithi"

Me:"Ayleavemealone,doyouguyswantto

ordermorefoodforstudyinglater"Ihadto

changethetopicandtheyaremorethen

excitedweorderandfinishupandIpay

becauseInowhavemoneytojustuse.Weget

ourfoodandleave.Aphiweheadsupto

campuswithNontle,Iwillbegoinguplater

whenitsempty.Fikacallsviavideo.Iwas

chattingtohim whilewewereoutwiththegirls

andhegavememoremoney,Ireallydon'tlike

whatheisdoing

Me:"Youneedtostopgivingmemoney,Idon't

likeit."

Fika:"Isthathowwegreetnow?"

Me:"Iseriouslywantyoutostopwithallthe

moneyandthefoodyoukeepsendingwithyour

PA,thepoorgirlshouldberelaxingsinceyou're



awaybutsheisreducedtobringingastudent

foodat

Herreshayi"hejustlooksatme

Fika:"butIwanttosendyoumoneyandIdon't

wantyoutoworryaboutcookingwhileyouhave

examsandIpayhermos"thisissofrustrating

Me:"Whyaren'tyoudressed?"hishalfnakedon

hisbed,there'sissomethingIseebehindhim,

onthechairbehindhim.Itsblackandsilky

Fika:"Ijustshoweredbabe"Ican'ttakemyeyes

offthatsilkyitem onhischair,Iscreengrab

whilewearetalkingandnowheseesthatIam

abitdistracted.

Me:"Fika,areyoufinewithmenotbeingready

forsex?"helooksatmerathershocked,I'm

surehewantstoknowwherethatiscoming

from "ImeanI'veheardthatmencan'tgoonfor

longwithouthavingsexandwehavebeen

togetherforlikeamonthandIam notreadyat



allandIreallyfeelthatifyouwanttoshag

someoneelseIam afraidmina..."hestopsme

whileItalk

Fika:"Woawwaitbabe,whereisallthiscoming

from?ListenIdidsayIwouldwaitforyouandI

meantit"thisguythinksI'm akid.

Me:"AllIam sayingFikaisthatifyoufeelyou

can'twaitformeitsfinewecanstopallthis"he

sitsup

Fika:"Lolowhat'sgoingon,whatdidIdonow?"

mnxm Idropthecall,gotothepictureand

circlethelingerieonthechair,heisdisturbing

mewithhiscalls,eventuallyIfinishandIsend

him thatpicture.Withasmallnotethatsays

'Yousaidyouwillneverbreakmyheart'.

shortInsert

Fika



Me:"Vee,whatthefuckdidIsayaboutyou

leavingyourbelongingslyingaround,thisisthe

lastIdothiswithyou"SeewheneverI'm in

KenyaVeronicaismygotogirl,it'sahabitI

pickedoutalongtimeagoanditdidn'tstop,I

reallydidn'tthinkIwouldbecaughtthissoon.

SthelosmothetrnevernoticedshitandIguessI

thoughtLolowouldn'tnoticeeither.I'vebeen

tryingtocallhersinceshedroppedourcalland

shesentthatmessage."VeeIsaidleave,Idon't

knowwhyyou'restillhere"thisgirlisannoying

menakhona.Ijustrememberedthatshewas

goingtogotocampuslaterandjoinhersister,I

dohavehernumbersoletmecallAphiwe

causeIam sureshewenttostudyandlefther

phone.Idailandsheanswers

Aphiwe:"Sbali"ohshetoldher,wearemaking

progress.Shesoundsexcitedthoughforwhat

angaz

Me:"Aphiwe,uyaphila?"Ididn'tevennoticed



thatIjustsighed

Aphiwe:"I'm goodthankswena?"

Me:"Notsogreat,areyoubyanychancewith

Lolothere?"shegigglesIguesssheislaughing

attheLolopart

Aphiwe:"Yeahsheispissedatsomething,

umenzeni?Sheisgivingmebadlooksyaz"she

seemstobeenjoyingthis

Me:"wehadalittlemissunderstanding,mayI

pleasetalktoher"

Aphiwe:"Lolo,Fikawantstotalktoyou....

Uyangiziba,Londilemanitakethisphoneright

now"I'm listeningthem orratherAphiwe

scoldingatLondile

londi:"Whyonearthwouldyoucallmysister,

hayimani"

Me:"Whatwassupposedtodo,you'renot

answeringmycalls,you'renotevenaminuteto



explain,youalwaysthinktheworstnje"Ifeel

likeshejustrolledhereyes

Londi:"IknowwhatIsawandyou'renotgoing

toconvincemeotherwise,nowstopcallingme.

Ineedtostudyngiyabhala"shedropsthecall,I

callAphiweagain

Aphiwe:"Youansweredsoyoumusttalktohim

nowleavemeoutof,ngiyafundamina"thatwas

Londilespeakingonthebackgroundwhen

Aphiweanswers"sorryFika,givehersometime

tocooldownabit"Isayandsaymygoodbye.I

am farfrom finishingwiththisbusinessdealso

Ican'tgojustyet,wehadplansafterherexams

andwhenIam backbutnowIknowthatshe

willleaveafterherlastpapernow.Whatisthis

girlstilldoinghere.

Vee:"Soyou'regoingtodumpjustlikethat"

Me:"Ihavesomanythingstoworryaboutso

pleasedon'ttrytoaddyourselftothelist"I



standupandshowherthedoor.Letmeget

somesleep.

Ican'tfocusforreal.Ihadameetinginthe

morningwithoursuppliersandlittlethingsare

justpissingmeofnje.Atfirstherphonewould

ringthenitwouldringthenshewoulddropmy

callsnowitsjustoff!Iam beyondfruatrated,

thisisthelongesttimeIhaven'tspokentoLolo

sincewestarteddating.Itskillingmeactually

andwhat'sfrustratingmeisthatIcan'ttell

anyoneaboutthisjustmybrothers.Nhlanhlais

oncallhewillgocheckonherafterhisshift

andNsikaisworkingfrom Richardsbayandhe

hasadatewithYomuziwhichisnotgood

becausehecan'thidethingsfrom especiallyif

heisworriedaboutsomethingandIknowthat

YomuziwillbepissedandcallLondiandthis

willjustaddtoourfight,ooohnkosijesungifile.

JustasItrycallingLondiagainbutnothing,I



knowsheiswritingthefollowingdaysoletme

tryfinishallthisandgohome.MaZuluiscalling

IwonderwhathaveIdonenow

Me:"CherrykaDad"IgreetasIanswer

Mom:"FikanokuthulaKhumalo,what'sgoingon

there?Johncalledsaysyou'reonashortfuse

andloosingit,Idon'twanttoloosethatdeal,so

getyourheadright"hawu

Me:"soJohntoldonme,wownowIcan'thave

abaddaywithoutbeingreported,hayishame

oJohnbazokumangaza"Ihearherlaugh

Mom:"ItsjustunlikeyoubeinginamoodsoI

guesshewasworried,whatisit?Whyareyouin

amood?Doyouwanttotalkaboutit"Whaaaat

Noooonotwithyou

Me:"Nomom,isThembathere,Ithinkshewill

understandme,shealwaysdoes"shelaughs

Mom:"Ireallydon'tunderstandyou,why

ThembanotNhlanhlaorNsika?"mom should



understandthis

Me:"hawuma,itwasThembaandIforavery

longnjebeforetheothersandThembanever

laughsatme,shejustangazyazbutyeah"she

laughs

Mom:"okaytalktoThembakeandgetbackto

thegame."

Me:"ByemaZulukhumalo,loveyou"

Mom:"loveyoutooKhumalo"Ineedtocall

Thembaandthatbitchofmamgobhozithatis

John.Canthisgirlatleastanswermysms's

hayimani.Thisactuallystartingtoannoyme.

Me:"Teeshedoesn'twanttotalktome"

Themba:"HellotoyoutooFika"

Me:"HiThemba,shewonttalktome,Imessed

upbigtime"

Themba:"Ngakukhuzangokujolaneygane,what

didyoudofuthi?"



Me:"Don'tshoutne,butIbangedVeeandshe

'accidently'leftherlingerieonmychair,Ivideo

calledLolowhileshewasshowering,Iseriously

didn'tseethatthingbehindmeandshe

screengrabbedwhileweweretalkingandasked

mewhyIpromisedIwouldwaitforherifIwas

goingtotapontheside"

Themba:"Haaibotheystillmakevirginsla

ngaphandle?Whuuuunaweyouseenow,Itold

youaboutthatVeelongtimeago,sowhatdo

youneedfrom me?"

Me:"ComeonTee,youwhatIneedfrom you

tellmewhattodo"

Themba:"DoesYomuziknowaboutthiskonje"

Me:"AwkwahleThembayouknowverywell

thatyou'dknowifsheknew"shechuckles

"Tellingherthetruthisnotanoptions"

Themba:"Soveleyourrelationshipisgoingto

basedonliesfirstnotbeinghonestwiththe



familiesthennowthis,sometimesIthinkyou're

becomingLondi,sheisakidnowyouactlikea

kidtoo"thisgirl,thisisnotthetimeforher

righteousnessacts"allyoucandoistryto

comebackasapandbehonestwith,maybe

leaveoutthepartwhereVeeisyourgirlwhen

you'reinKenya"

Me:"Ican'tcomebackyet,thedealhasnot

pulledthroughandJohntoldmom thatIm abit

distractedsonowsheiaonmycase"

Themba:"Angazyazjustkeepcallinghertell

herthatyouwillexplaintoherwhenyou'reback

shemustjustwaitforyouorsomething"

Me:"Shewon'tevenanswermycallsTee"

Themba:"Kantwhathappenedtoyourcharm

man,you'reamntungwathinkofsomething

hawu"shehasapoint."Andifyou'rereally

seriousaboutthisgirl,youbetterconvinceher

thattherightthingtodoistocomeoutsoZwe



cankillyoukanye"

Me:"Mnxm angimsabiloyo,pleasetellmykidsI

lovethem bye"IdropthecallandcallLondithis

timeusingthelandlineattgmhehotelIm using

andsheanswerssiyabongaboKhumalo

Londi:"LondileZunguhello"

Me:"Londipleasedon'tdrop"silence"okayhear

meout,canIvideocallyou,Imissyou"

Londi:"JusttalkFika,I'vegotthingstodo"

Me:"Youcan'tstaymad atmeforeverbabe,

justwaitformetillIcomebackandletme

clarifythings,notoverthephonepleaselove"

Londi:"Yeahwhateverdude"IthinkIam

winningletmepushon

Me:"CanIvideocallyou,ImissyouLolo,you

don'thavetotalkbackpleaselove"

ShedropsthecallandIvideocallher,shelooks

socutewithherglasses,sheisinherroom



sittingonthebedandwearingmytshirtwhichI

don'tremembergivingtoher."Youlookcute

withmytshirtmam"shegigglesbabysteps

Londi:"JustbecauseImissyoudoesn'tmeanI

forgiveyou"shesoundssadandhurt

Me:"IpromisedIwouldn'thurtyou,pleasetryto

trustmeonthat,Iwouldneverintentionallyhurt

yousthandwa"shenodsnotevenlookingatme

shelookslikesheisreadingsomething"what

areyoubusywith?"

Londi:"pleasecallmelater,Ican'tfindmynotes

andthingsaren'tmakingsensenow"Ilaugh

Me:"Iloveyou"Shelooksatmeforawhile

Londi:"Ireallymissyou"andshedropslol

ApologyInsert

Zwe

I'm stillupsetwithBongekabuthertherapist



askedtoseemeagainandtoldmethatthey

arethinkingofkeepingheratthehospitalabit

longerbecausetherearedeeperissuesthatshe

stillneedstoconfront.Mamabearisfour

monthsfarnowandhertummyisbig,her

cravingsaretoomuch,Isometimesfindher

eatinginthedarkintheearlyhoursodthe

morning.Yakhileisdoinggood,hestillgoesto

sessionbuthesleepsokaynow.Wealwaysfind

ithardtocelebratethekidsbitthdaysitsjust

odd,itsSiyakhainApril,YakhileinAugustand

LandiinJulyitsjustconfusingnjesowestick

togoingoutandfamilyonlyparties.Soonwe

aregoingbecelebratingSiyakhasbirthdayandI

don'tknowwhattogethim myboyisturning5,

helooks6andhaslostatoothandalsohates

school.HeremindsmesomuchofSiyathokoza

whenwewerekidsthough,suchamamasboy.

WeareatGalleria,togetafewthingsbutthe



primarygoalwastogoiceskatingbecause

Landiwantedtogoiceskating.Mpandewas

againsttheideabutsheendedupcomingwith

theboysfollowingherasusual.Ihaveto

mentionthatSiyakhaandYakhilelooktwins,its

actuallyscary,Yakhileisjustabitshorter.When

weappliedforthem togotopreschoolitwas

sohardexplainingthattheywerenottwins

withoutmelookinglikeanasswhocheated.We

arenowatWoolworths,Mpandewantedtheir

shakebutweendedupgettingstuffforherand

thekids,IendupsittingwithLandiandMpande

iswiththeboyssomewhereintheshop,whenI

hearafamiliarvoiceIturnandIcan'tbelievemy

eyesitsanoldfriendfrom Varsityshelooksso

grown.

Me:"AyandaNdlovuuuuu"Isaystillshocked,I

haven'tseenherinyearsalmostadecade.She

turnsandisalsoshocked

Aya:"Wellifitisn'tthemightyNqobizizwe



LifalomanziniZungu"sheclapsherhandsand

givemeahug"OMGIcan'tbelievemyeyes"

shelooksatmeandLandi

Me:"Aya?Whereonearthhaveyoubeen,look

atyouallgrown,JesusAya"

Aya:"Ihaven'tseenyouin8years,lookatyou,I

guessthisisyourdaughter,shesurelookslike

you,somucheven"shelooksatmeagainand

hitsmyshoulder"Zweyouhaveakidnow?Who

wouldhavethought"

Me:"Notjustakid,Iam afatherof3andaWife

and2ontheway"shelaughs

Aya:"Don'ttellmeyoumarriedthatBongeka

girl,awJesukodwangingabayini?Ileavefora

fewyearsandyoumarrythatwitch"Ilaughshe

stilltalkstoomuch

Me:"Youstillhaveasmartmouth,noBongeka

andIbrokeuplike5yearsback."Ilookaround

forMpandeandIseehercomingtowardsme



pushingatrollywiththeboys.NowIlooklikea

uselesshusband."Theresheiswiththeboy's

followingher"theyarepushingthetrollywith

heritsfunny

Aya:"Im withmyhusbandtoo"Iwidenmyeyes

"don'tgivemethatlook"

Me:"Ithoughtyouwerelesbian"shelaughs

Aya:"thatsbecauseyou'reanidiotIam bi"

Mpandecomesstandsnexttousandsmiles,I

lovehowsheisnotinsecure,Iputmyhand

aroundhershoulderandkissherforehead

Me:"AyathisismywifeMpandeyomuzi,my

sonsSiyakhaandYakhileandthisheronmy

arm ismynaughtyprincessLifalandile,muntu

thisisAyandaNdlovu"shegiggleandpulls

Mpandeforahuglolshewasalwaysdownto

earth

Aya:"NicemeetingyouMpandeyomuzi,thank

youforukucoshaumnganwami"shelaughs



again"IneverthoughtIwouldactuallyseethe

daywhenthisonismarried,you'vegota

beautifulfamilyMpandeyomuzi"

Yomuzi:"ItsalsonicemeetingyouAyanda,you

cancallmeYomuzi."

Aya:"bythewayZweIam MrsMzimelanow,

thereismyhusbandandmysoncoming"they

comestandnexttous"Zwethisismyhusband

ZenandeMzimela,oursonDalincebo,babythis

isZweanoldfriendandhiswifeYomuziand

theirkids,Siyakha,YakhileandLandile,thats

rightrightZwe"Inod.Ican'thelpbuttonotice

thatAyandaactuallylookslikeMpandebutI

guessukfanakwabantu.

Me:"NicemeetingyouZenande,AyaIneedto

telltheguysyou'reback,phelathelasttimewe

sawyou,weweredroppingyouoffatthe

airport

andyouweregoingtoChina"shelaughsbutI



seeherstaringMpandealot.

Aya:"LetmegetexchangedigitssoIgiveyoua

callandwemeetup,I'veactuallyjustmoved

thissidelaatToti,doyoualsostayaround?"I

takeoutmybusinesscardandgiveittohershe

lookspleased,shegivesmeahug

Aya:"Iam soproudofyouman"Ichuckle,she

knowsitwasalwaysmydream tohavemyown

company

Me:"Thankyou,WeactuallystayinLaLucia"

shegivesmeanenquiringlook"Landihere

wantedtogoiceskatingwhichendedupnot

doingcauseshewasafriad"welaugh"listen

pleasedogivemeacallsowecancatch,we

needtogetgoing,itwasnicemeetingyou

Zenande,Ihopeyou'retreatingherwell"he

laughstheylookgoodtogether,wesayour

goodbyesandleave.Mpandelookslostinher

thoughtssoIwon'tdisturbher.Thekidslook

liketheyaresleeping.Itstooquietinthiscar



now

Yomuzi:"Babe"Iturntoglanceatherabit

"WhereisAyafrom?"

Me:"EmbaliPmb?"shekeepsquietagainand

takesoutherphoneanddials.Shesmakinga

callandherphoneisconnectedtothe

Bluetoothofthiscarsoitgoesonspeaker

Yomuzi:"Youwon'tbelievethisyaz"sheis

callingNsika

Nsika:"WellhellotoyoutooMrsZungu"Ilaugh

Ican'tholdit.

Yomuzi:"aykahle,listenIjuatsawafemale

versionofNhlanhlaitsinsanentanga"helaughs

Nsika:"hawhere,youknowweallhavepeople

wholooklikeussomewhereintheworldright?

Ukfanakwabantu"nowthatsheismentioningit

AyadoeslookalotlikeNhlanhla,shedoeslook

liketherestofthem butmorelikeNhlanhla.



Yomuzi:"YazIwillletyouseethisyourselfyou

willbeshocked,butsheisZwesfriendIwill

inviteheroverfordinnersoyouguyscansee

foryourselves,letshopeukfanakwabantu"they

talkforawhileandshedropsthecallandturns

tolookatme"thatgirllookslikeussomuch

Zwe,whyhaven'tyoumentionedthatyouhave

afriendwholookslikeus?"

Me:"Ijustnoticedtodayyazinfactwhenyou

werestandingnexttome,Ihaven'tseenherin8

yearswelostcontactwhenshemovedto

China"

Yomuzi:"Howdoyouknowher?"

Me:"Wellwemetinvarsityinourfirstyear,we

stayedatthesameresandwedidthesame

thing,shewastheonlygirlinthegroup,itwas

me,Andile,Litha,Ntobekoandher.Weactually

stayedonthesamefloor"Nowthinkingaboutit

WereallythoughtAyawaslesbianshewas

alwayswithusandalwayshadthemost



beautifulgirlfriends.

Yomuzi:"ShelookslikeNhlanhlaanditscary,

weshouldinviteheroverfordinnerwiththe

familysometime"shereallylooksworriedabout

this.

Insert68

Yomuzi

Thispregnancyisdifficult,Icryandeatalot.I

havebecomeLandisdoll,shemakesmecryall

thetimeandsheenjoysit,Iseeitinherface.

Thisotherdayshesaidwhyam soFat,Iasked

herwhatisFatandsheliterallyillustrateditto

mewithherhands.IcriedandSiyakhawentto

callhisdadcauseIwascrying,wewerebusyat

thebathroom andZwecameinrunning,Iwas

nowsittingonthefloorcrying.

Zwe:"Muntuwami,whyareyoucrying?Didyou

hurtyourself?Areyouinpain?"thattimehisevil

daughterislaughingatme



Me:"LandisaysI'm fatZwe,andlookshe's

laughing"shegigglesagain.

Zwe:"Landistopbeingmeantomuntuwam

please"hisnotevenshoutingather,hisnot

evenlookingather,Icrylouderandheisscared

anddoesn'tknowwhattodonow."Lifalandile

apologisetoyourmother"hisvoiceabitfirm,

that'smyman.

Landi:"Aaaahmuntubengikudlalisa"shesays

walkingtomeandwipingmytears"I'm sorry

mawethu"aaahwhatjusthappenedshecalled

memom!

Ismileandtheybothlookedconfused.

Me:"Shecalledmema,Zweit'sthefirsttime"

Landilaughsagain

Landi:"UncleFikaalwayssaysyou'renotmuntu

wethuumuntukaZwe"IlaughattheZwepart

"hesaysyou'remawethu,likewheneverhe

callsushesayuphiumawenu"withthatshe's



gone,mygirltalkstoomuchforafouryearold.

Todayistheday,mysiblingsarecomingover

forSundayLunch,Fikacamebackearlyfrom

Kenyahesaidtherewerethingsthatneededhis

attentionbackhereandhedidn'twanttomiss

Sthelosbirthday.whichisgreatbecause

everyoneisheretomeetAyanda,whoactually

doesn'tknowthatsheismeetingmysiblingsso

theycanseehowshelookslikeusandvery

muchlikeNhlanhla.Iaskedmom ifIhadany

othersiblingsabashonaorsomethingandshe

frozeandthenchangedthesubject.Zwe

managedtogetAyandatocomeover,shewas

excitedtocomeover.Fikaiscomingtotakethe

kidsforbreakfastandLunchandsomegame

stuffatgateway.IaskedLonditohelphim out

withthekidssinceheisgoingwithallofthem,

LihleandThembaarecomingovertocook,yes

Thembaisintown,Nhlanhlahadanightshift

sohissleepingandjoininguslaterandNsika

willjoinFikalaterhesaidhehadathinginthe



morning.Someonesatthedoorit'sFika

Fika:"SanibonanikwaZungubo"hesays

walkinginlikeheownstheworld.

Zwe:"Fikawhywouldyoutellmykidtocallme

byname"hahahahisactuallyannoyedbutFika

isnotevenworried

Fika:"Niyaphilaekhaya,baphiabashana?"he

ignoreshim whilelaughing,Londicomewalking

behindthekidswhoarerunningtoFikawho

justhappenstobestaringatLondi,itslikehis

breathlessandislookingatherlikenooneelse

istheroom.she'sbusyonherphonepayingno

attention,I'm actuallygladZwelefttheroom

causethisherewon'tendwell.Theyleave

apparently,LihlewilldropNdalo,Sihle,Unazo

andStheloatgatewaybeforeshecomeshere.

I'm atthekitchenwithmysistersandweare

talkingaboutthisAyathingandThembais



sayingshewasabletotalktomom andask

morebutallshegotwasthatNhlanhlawasalso

atwinbuthepassedawayrightaftergiving

birth.Shedidn'tprobefurthurecausemom

seemedupset.Mysistersaredoingthecooking

andminaI'm justeatingandtalkinglol.

Themba:"Soveleyou'repregnantvelefuthi?"

whatdoesshemeanfuthiIhaveonechild

Me:"Haaibowhatdoyoumeanfuthi"

Lihle:"Ithinktheyaretryingtoopenacreche

benoZwe"welaugh

Me:"Haaiboguysitsjust5kids"theyallturnto

lookatme

Lihle:"Bitchyou'rehavingtwinscongratsbabe"

Theybothcometohugme.

Me:"LandicalledmemaandcalledZweby

name"theylaugh

Themba:"YoushouldstopaddressingZwelike



that,thekidswillthinkitsokayforthem todo

so,theycopyhowyouguyscalleachother,

bhekanjewenatheycallyoumuntu"Igether

pointbutthisoneisnotonme

Me:"IgetyoubutitsBhutFikanotmeLandi

saidandIquote'UncleFikasaidIam not

umuntuwabokodwangiwumuntukaZweand

ngiwumawabo"theylaugh

Me:"SinceweareontheBhutFikasubject,I

thinkhehasacrushonLondi,thewayhewas

lookingathertodaymorning,it'sexactlythe

waydadusedtolookatmom likenooneelseis

intheroom,itwasscarycausehisold"Themba

coughs,it'safakecoughfuthiandwegiveher

the'talk'look.

Themba:"Hayiitsnotmyplacetoshare

iyndabazabantu"wegiveherthe'really'look.

"Seriousguys,allIknowisthatFikahasdeep

feelingsforLondi,it'sactuallyscaryyaz"TF



Me:"Haaibosincewhen?Idon'tlikethisatall,

FikajustgotdivorcedWTF,ufunaukwenza

ntwanaiReboundFuckno"

Themba:"Itoldhim yaz,buthewouldn'thear

noneofit"

Me:"Zwewillflip,whuuuwhyniyithandaidrama

laykhayavele?"welaugh

Themba:"From whatIhearfrom theboyshis

whooped"

Me:"Nsikaknewandnevertoldmewooow!"

Themba:"whydoyouthinkhestayedaway?It's

becausehecan'tkeepshitfrom you,sohejust

stayedaway"Iam annoyed.Ireallyhatethis

newhabitkaNsika.Wecontinuecooking,Zwes

friendswillbejoininguslatersothisdinnerhad

betterstartsoon.

Thereisnoise,Iguessthekidsareback,



Aphiweisheretoo.FikaiswalkingbehindLondi,

againheisstaringathere,notpayingattention

towhateverAphiweisgoingonabout.Again

Londiseemstobelostinwhateversheisdoing

onherphone.Thisisjustconfusing,Iwill

confrontthem.AndFikahowcouldhe?

IfindAphiweandLondichattingwithmysisters,

IcallLonditothestudyandtextFikatocome

uptoo.Hewalksinjustaswesitdown,he

thinksofturningbutthelookIgivehim makes

him changeismind.

Me:"Isanyonegoingtotellmewhat'sgoingon

betweenyoutwo"Londiopenshereyesin

shocklooksdownagain"khulumaniphela"

Fika:"Celaungangijwayelikabimina

Mpandeyomuzi,Iam notyourfriend,childor

littlebrotherthatyouhavetoreprimand,whatI

doisnoneofyourbusinessyezwaanddon't

everraiseyourvoiceatme,ngimdalakabiukuth

ngingathethiswauwena"WellIdidpushitthere



Me:"Thenactyourage,whyujolanabantwana?

Bhutiwhywouldyoudothatkumndeniwami,

youknowthiswillaffectmyrelationshipwith

Zwe,youknowhowhefeelsabouthissisters"

helooksatme,it'slikeIm insultinghim right

now.

Londi:"Sizoyekasisi,Ididn'tmeantocauseany

problems"

Fika:"TheFuckLolo,uzoyekaini?Idon'tgivea

FuckhowZwefeels,whyshouldIcarewhenhe

didn'tcareaboutmyfeelings,akuyekwalutho,

ngekengizwengaweminaYomuzi.Youcallthe

shotsinyourmarriagehayilakimi"

Me:"DoyouevenloveLondioryouonsome

paybackshitwithZwe,uqaleniniukumthanda,

didyouevenseeherbeforeyougotdivorced,

doesshenowabouttherandom girlsyoufuck

andpaywithexpensivebags?"hemoves

towardsmesofast,Iam surethathewillhitme

butLondimanagestostandbetweenusand



looksatFikawithpleadingusbuthedoesn't

backdown.Imightnowbescaredofanyone

butmybrothers,bayangithusastraight

especiallythisone.Londistillstandingbetween

usandFikaisfuming

Fika:"Listenandlistencarefully,youhaveno

righttosayalltheshityoujustsaid,doyou

knowallthethingsthatikeptfrom youthat

ZwedidbecauseIlovedyouandcaredforyour

feelings,todayyouhaveshowedmehowmuch

youvalueourrelationship.IneverthoughtI

wouldhavetodefendmyrelationshipkuwena.

FortherecordIdoloveLondiwithallthatisin

mybody,witheverybreatheItakeandIwantto

makeahonestwomanoutofheroneday.The

onlyreasonIdidn'ttellisbecauseshewasnot

readyforallthis,youhavehurtmedeeplyandif

LondiandIdon'tmakeitjustnowthatmeand

youarefarfrom beingsiblings"withthathe

turnsandleavestheroom.AgainI'vemessed



upthings,Zwealwayswarnsmeaboutacting

beforeIthink.LondiissittingdowncryingandI

walktoher.

Me:"Doyoulovehim?Areyouwillingtofight

forhim?BecauseFikaasdemonsverydeep

demons,heneedssomeonewhowillstandfirm

withhim"

Londi:"Isitalltrue,thegirlsandbags"

Me:"Ifyouwanttogofarinlife,Learntonever

listentomewhenIspeakwithanger,Ispeaka

lotofshit"shelaughs

Londi:"BhutiZwealwayssaysthatwhenheis

pissedatsomethingyouhavedone"

Me:"wellitstrue,so?"

Londi:"Iam notsureitsLoveorwhat,I'venever

beeninlovebuthemakesmehappylike,Iget

happyandbutterflieswhenIthinkabouthim,I

knowheisoldbuthecompletesmeandmake

mefeelwhole,likeheistheoneI'vebeen



waitingfor.Iaskedhim nottotellyouguys

becauseIwantedtoseehowfarour

relationshipgoesbeforewegooutintheopen

withit"namingiyaphapha

Me:"Okay,Iwillsupportyouguysjustpromise

totellmeifhemisstreatsyou.Don'tstaythere

justbecauseyouhavedeclaredtousifyoufeel

itstoohotforyouphuma,noonewilljudgeyou,

youhaveyourwholelifeaheadofyouthereis

norush"shehugsmeandwipesmytears.I

needtoapologisetobhuti,weleavethestudy

andgobacktothekitchenthegirlsarestill

there

Themba:"akvumiuthuleYomuzi"Ifeelbad

ready"You'vereallyhurtFika,andyouneedto

apologise.Hewasreadytokillsomeonewhen

hecameoutofthatroom,allbecausewena

awkwazukuthula"sheshakesherhead.

Me:"Iknowhey,Iletmybraindothetalking

beforeiactuallythink,whereisheIneedto



apologisetohim"

Lihle:"Hedroveout,hesaidifhestayshewill

breaksomeoneshand,I'm surethatisyour

handke"welaugh

Londi:"Iwillcallhim"shetakesherphoneand

leave

Me:"Iwishheforgivesme"

Lihle:"Naweuyathandaukukhulumayessses!"

Insert69

Fika

Themostfrustratinghumanbeingonthisearth

hasbemylittlesister,LondiandIjustgotback

toournormalselvesafterthatVeeincidentnow

this.IleftKenyaaweekearlierbecauseI

wantedtosortoutthatissueandIcouldn't

standLondibeingangryatme,yesshewas

speakingtomebutitwasnotasitwasbeforeI



messedupnowit'sbacktosquareone.Ijust

needtohurtsomeone.SoIleftanddrovetomy

houseamdwentstraighttomygym.Myphone

hasbeenringingandI'vebeenignoringit.Today

IgotseeanothersideofLondi,carefreeand

goodwithkids.Whenwereoutwiththekids

shepaidnoattentiontome,shejustplayed

withthekids.StheloandUnazowarmedupto

her,theyloveher.Ijustwantedtohugherand

kissherbutshewouldn'tallowit.Atleastshe

wastalkingtome.NowYomuzihasruined

thingsmnxm.Ifinallydecidetoanswermy

phone,Londiistheonecalling.

Londi:"Pleasecomebackeveryoneisworried

aboutyou"

Me:"Aren'tyouworriedaboutme?"

Londi:"nope,justcomebackmdala"thereis

silence

Me:"LondiIam sorry"



Londi:"Justcomeback"shedropsthecall.Igo

takeaquickshower,getdressedthenhead

back.Iwalkinanditseemseveryoneisoutside

atthebackwhereweusuallyhaveourdinners.I

getthereandlookforLondiwithmyeyesandI

can'tfindher.

Yomuzi:"Sheswiththekids,theyweretalking

aboutsomeconcertwithSthelo"mnxm Idon't

wanttotalktothisone"BhutIam sorryIwas

outofline,Idohaveafewissuesaboutyou

datingbutthatwasnotthebestwaytoaddress

itIwaswayoutofline,Iwillsupportyoueven

thoughIknowthatmyhusbandwon'tlikeitbut

Iwillstandbyyou.Iknowyouloveher"Iturnto

lookather."Wellyouseethewayyoulookat

heristhesamewaydadusedtolookatmom,

thefirstthinghedidwhenhecamebackfrom

workwaslookforher,infactwhereeverwe

weredadwantedtomakesurethatmom was

atsight.TodayInoticedthatwithyou,that's



howyoulookatLondi,pleasedon'thurthershe

hasbeenthroughalot."withthatshewalks

awayandIwalktoguys.TherenoiseIguess

NhlanhlaandNsikahavearrived,Andileishere

too.Igositandgrababeer.Theressomeoneat

thegate,Zwegoestoattendit,afterafew

minuteshecomesbackpullingacoolerbox,

thereisaladyfollowinghim andsheiscarring

threebottlesofVodkalol.Iwasnotreadywhat

happenednext.ShelooksupandIseeareplica

ofNhlanhla.She'stall,nottoodark,herposture

isexactlylikeNhlanhlasbutIthinkwhat'seven

freakieristhefactthattheyarewearingthe

samething,bluejeans,denim shirtandblackall

stars.Thisissoweird

Lady&Nhlanhla:"WhatTheFuck"wealllookat

eachone.

Zwe:"Thisissofreaky,anyway,guysthisis

AyandaNdlovuMzimela,Ayathisismywifes

family.IwillstartwiththebigbrotherFika,on



theleftisThemba,nexttoherisLihle,you

remembermywifenexttoherishertwin

brotherNsika,yourememberAndileandthe

onethatlookslikeyouisNhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"howisthisshitevenpossible"

Yomuzi:"Nginitshelile"

Aya:"Ineedalcohol"ifitquackslikeaduckthen

it'saduck.

Themba:"HiAya,pleasedtomeetyou,comesit

nexttome,Iwanttojuststareatyou"andwe

laughtrustThembatosaysuch.Ayacomes

andsitsnexttoNhlanhla.

Yomuzi:"AllthatAlcoholandIcan'thaveany"

theylaughandIdon't

Me:"Why"

Zwe:"AveuSlow"theylaughagainIseeZwe

puttinghishandonherstomach

Me:"Wowwhyam Ialwaysthelastonetofind



outshitkant"theylaughagain"kanthowmany

kidsareyouguysplanningtohaveyeeses!"

Zwe:"10000"hesaysrollinghiseyes.

Aya:"IneverthoughtI'dreallyseeadaywhen

Zwewasahusbandandafather,aneva!"she

saysclappingherhandsoncesandwelaugh

Me:"wamzamausiswami"welaugh"Ayanda"I

sayinserioustonenow,Igeteveryones

attention"todaywasnocoincidence,Yomuzi

toldusaboutyouandwewantedtoseefor

ourselves.Youlooksomuchliketheoneyou're

sittingnexttoasyoucanseebutitDoesn't

makesense.I'm sureyou'reasconfusedaswe

are.Tellusaboutyourself"shesighs

Aya:"wellI'dbelyingifIsaidIdidn'tseethe

resemblancelastweekwhenIbumpedinto

ZweandYomuzibutIreallythoughtukfana

kwaBantu.IwasbornandbredinPmbeMbali,

Mydadwasabusinessmanushonein2007



andmymom usaphilashestilllivesembali.I'm

anonlychild.Andyouguys?"

Me:"Wellourdadtoowasabusinessmanand

ushone2011,I'm theeldest,thenitsThemba,

Nhlanhla,Lihlethenthetwins,mom isbackat

homekwaNongoma.Youlooksomuchlike

Nhlanhlait'sscary"

Aya:"Namiitfreakedmeoutnje,Iwillaskmy

motheraboutthis"Wecontinuedtohavechat

andwegottoknowherandherfamily.Even

thoughwewerestillconvincedthatwewere

familywestillneededtoconfirm withmymom.

LaterZwesfriendjoined,itlookedlikeareunion.

ThekidshadleftwithLihle,Nsikawasoccupied

withhistown,Idon'tknowwhattheywere

gigglingabout.Nhlanhlalookedstressedwith

ournewsisterandIwasmissingLolo,Ineedto

behertonightIdon'tknowhowthough.

Yomuzi:"Iwillsayyoutookthem backtores,

hopeZwedoesn'tfindoutthatsheisdonewith



exams"OkayI'm notangryatnow.Iwalktothe

bedroom theyuse,IfindstillawakewithAphiwe.

Me:"Phiweuright"

Aphiwe:"Shomdalawena"webothchuckle.

Londirollshereyes.

Me:"Yomuziaskedmetotakeyoures,come.

I'm leaving"Shestandsuptakesherbag,Ilook

atLolowhoisnotlookingatme,Ilookather

untilshefeelsitandlooksatme

Londi:"Yini"

Me:"AsphelezeleuAphiwengizokbuyisa"she

standsupandfollowsmeout.WefindAphiwe

bymycar.Loloinsistsonsittingattheback.

WedrivetowestvillewithAphiwetalkingallby

herself,wedropheroffandIaskLolotomove

tothefrontandshedoes.

Me:"Forhowlongwillyoubemadatme"

Londi:"Untilyoubuymeanexpensivehandbag"



shesayswithasmirkandnotevenlookingat

me.

Me:"Iguessthatwon'tbehappeninganytime

soonbecauseyou'renotgivingmesome"she

takenaback,shelookatandseesthatI'm not

takingherback.

Londi:"Pleasetakemetomybrothersplace"

Me:"LondileIam sorry,butyoucan'tkeepusing

mypastagainstme"

Londi:"HowthefuckdoIknowthatItsyourpast

ifyou'venevercomecleantome,Ihadto

pretendasifI'm okayandIknowyourdirty

laundrytoday,whereasI'veaskedyouamillion

timeswhetheryouweregoingtowaitforme

andyoulookedmestraightintheeyeandsaid

yes,gwiqiqiyou'reinkenyaandsomewoman

throwsherselfatyou,umaubonaminaubona

isdomu?didyoupayherwithahandbagtoo?"

tobehonestIwasneverready,Ithoughtwe



werepastthekenyaissue.

Me:"Ithoughtwewerepastthekenyaissue?"

Londi:"Really?Whatgaveyouthatidea,just

becauseyoucamebackdoesn'tmeanshit?you

camebacktohandleme"

Me:"Idon'tappreciatethetoneandlanguage

you'reusingwithmerightnow"

Londi:"AyawungiyekeFika".I'veneverseen

Londispeaklikethistome.I'm tooshockedto

respond

Croptop

Londi

IthoughtIcoulddothisdatingthingwiththis

guy.Ican'thelpbutthinkthateventhisage

thingisthereasonwhywecan'tseem tofind

ourselvesatthesamepage,it'sonlybeenlike

almost3monthsandIalreadyfeellikeIwon't

makeitpasttheyear.OnethingIknownow



aboutFikaisthathelies,heclearlylovessex

becauseeverywhereIturnit'shissexhistory.

Nowit'snoteventhatIam notreadyforsexbut

it'shim thatIam notsureabout.Withusbeing

togethertherearesomanychallengeswaiting

forusbutheseemstobeatthetopofthelistin

thechallenges.WhatYomuzisaidgotmereally

thinkingabouthisdishonestwaysandhowI

justwanttobeputinthepicture,Ican'tkeep

hearingthingsandlookinganidiothemusttell

mesoIknowwhatI'm gettingmyselfintoand

indeedifit'stoohotIwillleave.

Fika:"Ireallydon'tappreciateyourtoneandthe

languagethatyouusewithme"

Me:"that'sthelastthingyoushouldbeworried

about"helooksatmeandchuckles

Fika:"YoustaytoomuchwithYomuzi,uvele

ukhulumenje"

Me:"Atleastsheishonestwith,shetellsme



whattolookoutfor,withyouI'm stevieWonder,

allblindngiyobonangendlela"

Fika:"Comeonnowthat'snotfair,Iam sorry

thatyouarehearinganddiscoveringthings

aboutmefrom otherpeople,unfortunately

thosearethethingsIwanttoleavebehind..."

Me:"IsthatwhatyouweredoinginKenya"he

turnstolookatmelookinglikehecanslapme

anytimebuthedoesn'tscareme,Mydadhada

scarierfaceandZweismoreintimidatingsohe

mustjuststop"Atsomepointyouneedtoknow

thatyoudon'tscareme"hechuckles

Fika:"Justletmefinish..YesIm anassLolobut

Iam reallytryinghereandyoujustgivingupon

usisnothelpingatall.YesIusedpickupgirls

andpaythem withexpensivebags,butthatwas

thennotnowandyoucan'tuseinour

argumentsngobait'sinthepast.WithKenya,

sincewearenotpastthattopic,Veeisanold

fuckbuddy,andweoccasionallyhookupwhen



I'm inKenya,Itoldherwecouldn'thookup

anymoreandsheleftherstuffinmyroom"

Me:"Ineedadrink,adrinkdrink"hesighs

Fika:"LondiIam notperfectlikeyou,Ihavea

historyabadonefuthi,Ihavedemons,demons

thatIneedtofighteverydayandeversinceI

metyouithasbecomeeasiertofightthese

demons,Iwanttobethebestboyfriendever,I

don'twanttorepeatthemistakesIdidwith

uMakaSthelowithyou."Irollmyeyes"Iam

reallytryingherepleasemehalfwayhere"

Me:"Whatisitthatyouwantfrom me.Ihave

alwaysbeenhonestwithyou,Ihaveno

experienceatallinthisdatingthingandItold

you.Iknownothing,allIknowisthatIneedto

behappyandwhenyoucausemetobe

unhappythenIwillleaveandrightnowyou're

makingmeunhappy,becauseyou'restillnot

tellingmeanything,allthatyou've'Confessed'

toisthingsthatIalreadyknow."



Fika:"Ireallydon'tknowwhatyouwantmeto

say?"hesighsamdtakesmyhandintohis,I

didn'tnoticethatwewereathishouse"let'sget

insideandIwilltellyoueverything,Promiseyou

won'tleaveme"Iain'tpromisingthatshit.Isigh

ashekissesmyhandandwegoinsidethe

house,aswegetinthefloorhasrosePatelsand

candleshelooksconfused,theygoalltheway

tohisbedroom,heheheIneedpopcorn.

Fika:"Stayhere"hesoundsnervous,I'm also

notdoingthatshit,Ifollowhim andheopens

hisroom andbaaam aniceyellowboneladyis

sittingontopofhisbedhalfnakedwearingred

lingeriedrinkingChampaignwithstrawberries

"ShitVee,whatthefuck?"hesoundsnevers,he

turnsaroundandseeme,hisshockedand

literallyfrozen.

Insert70

Yomuzi



MymotherrefusedtotalktousaboutAya,I'm

notsurewhatisgoingonbutshejustshutus

out.NhlanhlahadtheirDNAtakenanditturns

outthattheyareidenticaltwinshahahwellthat

wasobvious.Ayasayshermothertoodoesn't

wanttotalk.Atsomepointtheseladieswill

havetotalk.Nhlanhlaishurtandlost,Ihaven't

seenmybrotherthatbad,butontheupside

theyspendalotofwithAya,allofusinfact.

Sheremindsmeofmymom butshedeserves

closuresoonerorlaterourmotherswillhaveto

comecleanfornowThembasaysweshould

givemom somespace.

TherelationshipthatZwe'smom haswiththe

kidsisratherstrange,sheloveeeesthem even

thoughshedoesn'tnecessarylike,shenever

failstomentionthatI'm notfavouriteperson.I

don'tmindourrelationshipthough,siRight.Ieat

alotandthethingsIeataren'tactuallygood,



thisothertimeitwasrainingandtheground

smeltreallygood,Iwentoutandhadsomesoil

andZwewasnotimpressedatallbut

anginandaba.Mytummyisembarrassingme,

itsjustbig.Atworktheytreatmeliketreating

melikeI'm sickwhichannoysme,ZwesaysI

muststayathome,Im only4monthspregnant.

LandisaidshemissesMaShandusotodaywe

arealltrekkingtoPortShepstone.I'm packing

andZweishelpingmeandIlaugh.Zwegives

meanenquiringlook.

Me:"No,I'm justrememberinghowIusedto

forceyoutogohome,marayourdaughter

speaksonceandwealltrekthere"helaughs

Zwe:"It'snotevenlikethat,youhelpedmealot,

Iam surethatifitweren'tforyoungabe

namanjeikhayaangilifuni"hesayshuggingme

from behind"Idon'tthinkItellyouenoughhow

muchIloveyou,youkeepmesane.Idon'tthink

I'dbehereifyouwerenothere"hesayskissing



myneck

Me:"Iloveyoutoohandsome"Landibargesin

aswearekissingandcloseshereyeswithher

hands

Landi:"Eeeuw"

Zwe:"Phuma!!goknock!"heshouts,she

dramaticallywalksawayshutsthedoorand

knocks"IlookatZweandIknowhisignoring

hercausehecontinueskissingme

Landi:"Baba"sheshouts,Zwealwayssaysshe

hasashortfusejustlikemebutIthinkherfuse

isshortlikehis"mayIpleasecomein"

Zwe:"Ngena"shewalksinafoldsherarmson

herchest,IwanttolaughbutIdon'twantto

messthisseriousmoment

Landi:"Kantwhenareweleaving?"ohthisis

aboutthetrip

Zwe:"WhenIsayso"hesaysnotevenlookingat



her.Iwonderwhat'sgoingonbetweenthem

Landi:"Awbaba,Mashanduwillbesleeping

whenwegetthere,asambe"mydaughterhas

thisritualwithZwesmom whenshearrives,

theydrinkteaandwatchashowcalledUgubhu

lami,LandisaysUgubhulaMaShandu,soI'm

surethat'swhatsheisrushingusfor

Zwe:"Hayileavemealone,Iwanttospend

sometimewithumuntuwami"shewantstocry

nowcauseherdadusuallyjumpswhenshe

talksandtodayhisnotispayingattentiontoher

demands.

Landi:"Mawethu,canwepleasego,babawill

drivehisothercar"Iam notgettinginvolved

Zwe:"YekaumuntuwamiLifalandile"hertears

areonthevergeofdroppingnow,"Gotellyour

brotherstogetready"hefinallysaysaftera

while.Andsherunsoffjumpinginfact.

Me:"Whatwasthatallabout?"helooks



annoyed.

Zwe:"uLandiisnaughtytoonaughtyforagirl,

shedrewmycarseatwithapen,myleather

seatsMpande"Ilaugh"Don'tlaughayhlekisi

lento"Helooksatmeforawhile"ItstheX6"

TheFuck!

Me:"What?That'smycar,thoseseatsare

cream white,whydidn'tyoutellme?Angithiyou

don'twantmehittingthem bhekamanje"This

childisfrustrating"LifalandileKuthulaZungu,

wozala!"there'ssilence"LIFALANDILE"

Zwe:"YouseewhyIdon'ttellyouthings,now

youwillshoutatthechildkantitwasjusta

mistake"whatisthisguysayingtome,Iherea

knock,ohnowshecanknock?

Zwe:"Ngena"hesayschucklingandshewalks

inlookingdown

Landi:"I'm sosorrymawethu"

Me:"Forwhat?"Isaywithasternvoice,she



startstearingandZwewantstogocomforther

butheknowsnottotestme.

Landi:"ItwasamistakemawethuI'm sorry"

shesaysinashakeyvoice.

Me:"NamiIwillleaveyouherrbymistake

yezwa"shelooksupwithhertearsrunning

downherface,unlikeherdadminahertears

don'tscareme"ukhalelani?Iwillgiveyouareal

reasontocrymina,phumala"Ishoutandshe

quicklyrunsoutandletsoutaloudcry"Don't

testmeLifalandile"Ishoutafterher"Iwillhit

youforrealandnoonewillsaveyoufrom me"

Zwe:"Yekaingane"thisguy!Helooksangry"

Don'tyouthinkthatwastooharsh"

Me:"ManziniyouspoilLandiletoomuch,Ididn't

evenhither,sheuseshertearstogetawaywith

anything,thattimeyouarestrictwiththeboys"

Zwe:"Akufani,theboysneedtolearntobe

disciplinedatanearlyageandtoberesponsible



atthisagewhiletheyarestillyoung"This

hypocrite

Me:"Landitoo,sheneedstolearntotake

responsibilityforheractions,wenayourmood

changeswhenLandiscryingbecauseshe

wantedYakhilestoybyforceandyoushoutat

them andtellthem tolearnhowtoshare,

meanwhileyenashedoesn'twanttoshareand

youfindnothingwrongwiththatbehaviour"I

sayrollingmyeyes,heseemstakenabackabit

Zwe:"hawunowyou'remonitoringmyparenting

skills"

Me:"Asambe,yourdaughterwantstoleavenow,

Idon'twanthertocrynowandgetshoutedat"I

saybangingthedoor.

WestartatPicknPayandIdogrocerieswith

theboysZweandLandiaresulking,Idon'tcare.

Justasweareabouttogopay,Ibumpinto

Muzi,Ihaven'tseenhim inawhileactually.Igo



payandhewalkstome.

Muzi:"BoZungu"hesayscomingtowardsme,

thisguyisactuallyhandsome"Umithifuthi?"he

sayslookingatmefrom toptobottom,

Me:"NxayiFuseg"helaughs

Muzi:"Yini?Youguyswantanarmy?iphi

lendodayakhoenomona,hedoesn'twantme

withhisexandhedoesn'twantmelookingyour

direction"hesayslookingaroundforZwe.

What'sfunnynowishowtheboysarelookingat

him

Me:"Kantwenawhydowanttolookmy

direction"Iaskrollingmyeyes,IseeZwe

walkingin,I'm surehewaswonderingwhatwas

takingmesolongbutwhenhiseyelandedon

Muzi,hisfacechanged

Muzi:"letmeleavebeforeBatistaherehitsme

forlookingyourdirection"Iwanttolaughbuthe

quicklymoves



Zwe:"Uthinilo"hesayspushingthetrolly

towardsthecar,Iignorehim,hemustcontinue

sulking,Landiisstillplayingfarfrom me.We

gettothecarandhepacksthethingsinsidethe

carandweheadtoPortShepstone.

"I'm sorry,Ishouldn'thavelostit,Ihearwhat

you'resayingandIwilltrybeingmorestrictwith

Landi,butyouneedtounderstandthatsheis

mylittlegirl,sheneedstoknowthatIwould

movemountainsforher"

Me:"Youneedmovemountainsforallyourkids,

protectallofthem,sheneedstoknowthat

whensheisdoingwrongthereare

consequencestoheractions,thatwayshe

learnstorespecthersiblingsandthewordNo."

Henodsandholdsmyhand.

WegettoZwes,sheiswideawake,shepushes

outthedoorandrunstothehouse,Aphiweand



Londiareathome,Ididn'tknowthat.Theboys

gototheircousins,andthegirlshelpuswith

thegroceries.Wewalkinthehouseandwefind

ZwesgrannyandunclewithManshandu,there's

also3menand3womenwhojusthappentobe

sittingonthefloor,whilethemenaresittingon

thesofas,theladiesaresittingwithababyboy

wholooksolderthentheboys.Landiissitting

onhergrandmotherslap,thischild.

Zwe:"HawuSanibonani"Iam gladIm actually

wearingadook.WewalkinandItrytowalkto

thekitchenbutgogostopsme.

Gogo:"SanibonaManzini,Makotisit"I

whatsappLonditocometakeLandi.Shewalks

inaminutelaterandtakesLandi,whowantsto

protestbutIgiveherthelook,velewe'restillnot

goodsosherushesoffwithLondi.

Bab'bheki:"It'sgoodyoucameyazIwasgoing

tocallyouandaskyoutocometomorrowbut

sinceyouarehereletsmefillyouin,these



peoplecomeallthewayfrom greytown,they

haveaccompaniedtheboythereandtheyare

claimingthatheisSiyathokozasson"

Ilookatthisboyagainandhedoeslooklikemy

kids

Man:"Wearenotclaiminganythingthisboyis

Siyathokozasson,weareheretoleavehim,he

iscausingusproblemsathome,hestillwets

hisbedatthisage"helooksattheboywith

disgust,oneoftheladiesstartssniffing"Heis

troubleatschool,noschoolwantstotakehim,

evenathomehedoesn'tlisten"Iseegogo

shakingherhead,thismanisrude."allwewant

isforyoutopaythedamagesandtokeephim,

wedon'twanthim"Zweisquiet.

Zwe:"Konjewhodidyousayyouwere?"

Man:"Magwaza"ItextLonditobringinJuice

andbiscuitsandshedoes.

Zwe:"BoNjinjiIam notsurewhetheryouknow



thatSiyathokozahasbedeadforalmost5

yearsnow"

Man:"Sihlanganaphi"Zweisgettingpissed.

Zwe:"Pleasedon'tdisturbmewhenIspeak"he

saysinasternvoice"Now,heisnothereto

accountforhimselfbutIam surewewon'thave

aproblem seeingoneofourown"Ilookatthe

ladiesagainandtheoneinthemiddleisstill

crying."WhatMyfamilyandIwillhaveto

discussistakingtheboytocomestaywithus,I

am notcomfortableseperatingthechildfrom

itsmother"

Man:"Lalelathat'snotanoptiontheboyis

staying,wedon'twanthim,justpayusandthe

motherwasavirginwhenshesleptwiththat

criminalyoucalledabrother"everyoneisjust

tooshockedtorespond,Zweasksforafew

minuteswithhisfamilyandItaketheboyand

showingotherkidstoplaywith.Igojointhe

othersbythetreewheretheyaretalking.



Gogo:"ThatboysurelookslikeSiyathokoza,it's

obviousudingausiko"

Zwe:"EvenwhenhisdeadSiyathokozastill

managestobeapest"Zwesmom isunusually

quiet

Gogo:"HayiLifa,weneedtodowhat'sright"

Zwe:"Andwhatsthatgogo?"

Gogo:"Paythedamagesyoustupidandgive

them everythingtheywant,wewillhaveto

imbelekosoonandsincewedidn'tdoitfor

Landile,wewillcombineit"Idon'tknowwhyI

am here,afterawhilewegobackinside.

Zwe:"Weapologiseformakingyouwait,we

havedecidedtocomepayfortheboy"

Man:"Youmustpaynow"haaiboandthen?

Bab'bheki:"HayiNjinji,that'snothowthingsare

done,kantwheredoyouthinkyouare?Please

don'tdisrespectus,youknowverywellthatwe



can'tdosuch"

Njinji:"Okayokay,butnextweekwewantour

money,wearealsoleavingthemotherhere,we

can'tevenmarryheroff"haaibokantsiphila?

Bab'Bheki:"Whatwillwedowithherthina"

Zwe:"Ngobayoudon'tknowwhattosaytous,

seningahamba"Hesaidinthescariestvoice

ever,themenhurriedoutwiththeladies

followingthem,Njinjithrewaplastic,Londi

pickeditup,washisclothes.Asthecarwas

drivingouttheboynoticedhewasbeingleft

behind,andhestartedrunningbehindthecar,

lettingoutatLoudcry.Thecareventuallygot

outofthegate,theboycriedsohardrolling

overonthefloor,thiswaspainful.Everyonejust

stoodandwatched,Icouldn'tsoIwalkedtohim

andpickedhim up,hewrappedhislegsaround

meandwewalkedtothehousewithhim crying.

Boy:"Whydotheyhatemesomuch?"



Insert71

Fika

Ireallydidn'tknowthatthingscangosowrong

foroneindividualinsingleaday,infact,inless

then12hourskantiwhathaveIdone?Ireally

don'tknowhowVeegotincauseIknowInever

gavehermykeys.TheonlywayIwillsettlethis

istocallthepoliceandreportabreakin.

Womanarecrazy,Itellyou...TheminuteVee

seesthattheressomeonebehindme,sheputs

onasexysmileandwalkstowardsmenot

payingattentiontoLondi.

Vee:"BabyIdon'tlikethewayyouendedthings

inKenya,soIthoughtIwouldcomeoverand

remindyouwhatyou'regoingtobemissingout

on"thattimeLondiischilledasfuckbehindme,

Im madashellbutsheissocalm.

Me:"Howthefuckdidyougetinmyhouse



Veronica?"sheattemptstowrapherarms

aroundmebutIpushheraway"I'm talkingto

you"Isayinasternvoicethatcausesherbody

toshiver,Londiisstillnotmoved.It'slikesheis

watchingamovie.

Vee:"Pitbull!I'm sorrybabyIdidn'tmeanto

upsetyoubaby,Ijustthoughtthat..."

Me:"Youthoughtwhat?Thatyoushouldbreak

inmyhouse?"Itakeoutmyphoneandcallthe

police,Veewalkstowardsmeandstandstoo

closeformycomfort

Vee:"YouseeIalsoshowedyouthatyour

securityaroundthishouseisnotgood,look

babe..."afterafewminutessomeoneanswers

thecall.

Me:"OfficerIwouldliketoreportabreakin,at

mountedgecomb..."Veegrabsmyphoneand

runstotheendoftheroom,switchingitoff

Vee:"TheFPitbull,youarereportingme?After



allthatIhavedoneforyounowyouwantto

throwmeinjaillikeIm somecriminaljust

becauseofthisBitch"IseeLondistarebackat

her"Ican'tbelievethis,thiskidisthereason

youwanttostopourarrangement?Shedoesn't

evenlooklikeshecanfuck"Londipicksupa

VaseandthrowsitatVeeshemissesherface

buthitsherarm,prettybad.Iquicklygoto

LondiandholdherasshewasgoingtoVee

Londi:"Listendealwithyourmanhereand

leavemeoutofyourpettyargumentprostitute,

don'tfuxkswithme"Veewails

Vee:"YouarelettingherviolatemelikethisPit?

I'lltellmyfatheraboutthisandbesureno

businesswillbedonebetweenourfamilies"

Me:"VeeletyourselfoutmyhousebeforeIdo

somethingtoyouandyouknowwhatIam

capableof"Veestandsupputsonhershoes

andhergown,justasIthinksheisleavingshe

grabsLondibytheneck,Iquicklypushherto



thewallwithmyarm pressedonherneck,now

Im angryandsheseesit,herlegsaredangling

intheair.

Londi:"Fikayouarehurtingher"Itslikesheis

shespeakingfrom thedistance,Ican'thearher

atwell,shekeepshittingmyback"You'llkillher"

Me:"YouknowIdon'tlikepeoplewhodon't

listen,butyouknowwhatticksmeoffmoreits

peoplewhomesswithLondi"Ifeelmyflops

gettingwet,thisbitchjustpeedonherself.

Londi:"FikanokuthulaPleaseKhumalo"sheis

cryingandhittingmyback,Veeseyeareallout

andthewhitepartisshowing"Khumalo

ngiyakucela,uzombulala"Ilethergoandshe

fallsonthefloorandLondirushestoher,Ipick

upmyphoneonthefloorandswitchitonandI

pullheroutoftheroom

Me:"she'snotdeadrelax"she'sstillcrying,I

takeoutmyphoneandcallNhlanhlaandtell



him tocomeoverandcheckVeeout.After30

minutesherunsin"Bedroom"LondiandIhave

beensittingforthat30minute,shehas

stoppedcrying.Iwalktothesofawheresheis

sittingbutsheattemptstostandupbutIpull

hertomychest.

Me:"Youalmostkilledher"

Fika:"Ishouldhavekilledher"shechocksand

looksatmewithallhereyesout,Pitbullisout

andheisreadytokillbutIneedtocalm down

Im scarringthepoorgirl."Iwouldgotowarfor

youLondi,IloveyouandthiswhoIam,Iprotect

thoseIloveandIwon'tapologiseforthat"I'm

stillholdingherclosetomychest,sheis

scaredIcanfeelherbodyshake.Nhlanhla

walksoutcarryingVeeonhisshoulder

Nhlanhla:"Dudeyoushouldcontrolhertemper,

youcouldhavekilledJohnsdaughterhayiman"

hesayswalkingtowardsthedoor



Me:"SheisluckyIdidn'tcutherears,youknow

Idon'tlikepeoplewhodon'tlisten"

Nhlanhla:"Fikaman,you'rescarringLondile"I

needtocalm down.Nhlanhlawalksoutshaking

hishead.

IstandupandpickLondiup,Iwalktotheother

bedroom withherandplaceheronthebed,Igo

tomybedroom andtakemypyjamas,Iwalk

backtoher,Ifindhersittinginthesame

positionIleftherin,Itakeoffmyclothes,and

putonmypyjamabottom andundressherand

makeherwearmypyjamatop.Shelooksfar

away.Imovehertothemiddleofthebed,and

putherinsidethesheetsandgetinbehindher,I

cuddleher,Ilikehershortlilachair.Ibrushit

withmyhand,whilemyotherhandisonher

breastitssofirm,Icaressherbreastandpull

hernipplewhilebreathinghardnexttoear,she

she'sbreathsheavily.Iletgoofherhairand



movemyhandtoherotherbreastandplaywith

them andalsosoftlypinchhernipples,shelets

outasoftmoanwhichmakesmyspineshiver.I

movemyhanddownslowly,whilekissingthe

backofherneck,IgettoherpantyandIslipmy

handin,Icaressherandmovemyfingerupand

downhercookie,she'sgettingwet.Sheletsout

anothermoan.Iplaywithherclitbeingtoo

carefulnottooverdoanything.Iturnhertoface

me,Im sohardrightnow.Hereyesarenow

smallandred.

Me:"BabyIneedyoutotrustmewithyour

heart"shedoesn'tsayanything,Ilookstriaght

intohereyes,Iseealittledoubtthenikissher,

thekississopassionateyetsohungry.Still

strokingherclit,andshe'slettingoutaloud

moannow."LondileIneedyoutotrustmewith

yourbody,mindandsoul"shemoanswhile

breathingheavily,it'smakingitworse.Ilayon

topofherandtakeoffthetopsheiswearing,I



startbykissingherforehead,Imovetothe

nose,thelips,herneck,Inibbleonherbreastsa

littlelonger,downtoherbelly,Igettothe

bottom,Itakeoffherpanties,sheshasabush,

Ismileabitbutshe'sout,she'ssomewherein

cloudnine.Imakeheropenherlegs,Icansee

isshy."Iwantyoutoallowmetoworshipyour

body,allowmetoloveyoutheonlywayIknow

howtolove"Isayallthiswhilebreathingontop

ofhervagina.Shemoansandrelaxes,Iputmy

tongueonherclitandshescreams,inagood

way,sheholdmyheadwhilemytongueis

exploringhervagina,Islidemyfingeringently,

shewincesbutmytonguehelpsherrelaxasit

assitswithpleasuringher

Londi:"AaaaahFikafeefeeelssogood"my

fingerkeepsongoinginandoutofhercookie,I

don'tstoptillIfeelthatshe'scuming"FikaIwill

pee"shesayswhileshaking,Istillnibbleonher

cookie.ShefinallyletsgoandIgouptoherand



kissherwithmymouthandbearedfullofher

cum.Ifeelhernipplesgettinghardagain.

Me:"Allowmetomakeyouawoman,my

woman"Isaywithmypenisknockingonher

wetcookie,Ikeepmovingitupanddown

betweenthelipsofvagina,shenodswhile

moaning.Itrytopushinbutshemovesaway.

Londi:"ItspainfulFika"shesayswithherarms

aroundmyneckandclosingherlegswithmein

betweenthem

Me:"Openwidebaby,itwillpass,relax"I

whisperinherearwhileInibbleonitwhich

seemstobeexcitingherbodyevenmore,the

tipofmypenisisin,Ipushslowlyandshe

screams,whilepushingme,Ipushinagain

slowlyandIseetearsrunningdownherface,

mypenisishalfwayin"There'snoturningback

nowlove"Ikissherpassionately,thenpushin

harderthistime.Sheletsouttheloudest

scream,Idon'tmoveforawhile,allowingherto



calm downabit,Ikissher,andbitherlipsa

littleandIstartmovingslowly,she'sstartingto

enjoythissheslettingoutloudmoansandis

scratchingmyback,asImoveshestarts

movingwithmeandIgroan.I'venevermade

lovetoanyonelikethis,IfeellikeI'm coming,so

Istrartmovingfaster.

Londi:"Fiiika"shesaysmoaningoutloud

"aaaahbaby"

Me:"Iloveyoubaby"Isaymovinginandout

fast"you'remineforever,Iwillneverletyougo"

Icanfeelmybodybuildingup,Ithinkshehas

cum 2timesalready"IloveyouLondile,withmy

body,mindandsoul"Ifeelitcomingandletgo

insideher,Icum,Godmustblessmewitha

littleboynow.I'm sweatingontopofher,Im

stilltryingtocatchmybreath,sheistightly

holdingme,I'm stillinsideher.Idon'twanttolet

go"Ipromisetobethebestyoueverhad"Isay

lookingintohereyes"Onedaywhenyou're



readyIwillwifeyou"shechuckles,Ipullout

andshiftandlaynexttoherandwecuddle.

Londi:"Isthatwhatthefussisallabout"she

sayslaughingandtryingcatchherbreath,I

laughtoo

Me:"Yep!"Isaykissingthebackofherneck"I

reallyloveyou"

Londi:"IloveyoutooKhumalo"

Fika:"Ipromisetotakecareofyourheart"I

thinkshedidn'thearmebecausesheissoftly

snoringnow.

Insert72

Yomuzi

IsweareverytimeIcometothisplacetheres

somesortofdrama.Myheartisbrokento

pieceswhenIseetheboycryingandrollingon

thegroundandI'm intearswhenheaskswhy



thesepeoplehatehim somuch.Itakehim to

ourhouse,theplastictheyTomozoutthedoor

hasjustapairofpantsandaredtopthathas

holes.Theclothesthatheiswearingrightnow

evenwarm andtheyaretorntoo.Ineedbath

him becauseheisdirtyandit'salreadylate.

OvertheyearsZweandIextendedhis

backroom,itsnowathreebedroom witha

sittingroom andakitchenalongsidewitha

bathroom,wealsohaveoneinourbedroom too.

Ifillupthebathandputsomedetol,hehasa

soresalloverhislegsandarms.Ihelphim take

offhisclothes.AndIcan'tbelievewhatIam

seeingrightnow.

Me:"Zwe!"Iscream,withtearsrollingdownmy

face,Zwerunsinitslikehewasjustoutside.He

isasshockedasIam.Hehasbruisesallover

hisstomachandhisback.Heisnoteven

lookingatus.Ican'tstopcrying,Zwetakeshim

andbathshim andIgotakeSiyakhaspyjamas,



Im gladIpackedanextrapair.Zwecomesout

thebathroom withtheboyandtheyare

laughing,itsgoodtoseehim laugh,Itakehim

from Zweandwipehim andhelphim getdress.

Me:"MinanguYomuziuMamkhuluwakhoand

louZweubabomdalawakho,yourfathers

brotherwenaubanigamaboy?

Boy:"SbanesihleNdlovu,kodwayoucancallme

Sbani"

Me:"Okayboy,nicemeetingyouSbani,youare

goingtobestayingwithmeandBab'Zwe,we

willtakeyoutoseeadoctorksasathenbuyyou

afewclothes"henods

Sbani:"CanIsleepwithyoumamkhulu"hesays

inatinyvoice

Me:"Yesbaby,butfirstyouneedtoeat"Itake

him andwewalktothemainhouse,wherewe

findeveryoneeating,Londihandshim hisfood,

IgotakeZwesfoodandhandittohim.We



settledownandeat

Mashandu:"ThankyouMakhumalo"Inod,This

isthefirsttimeshehaseverbeennicetome.

Londi

IwakeupwithFikasfaceinbetweenmythighs,I

turnmyfacetolookatthewatchonthewall

andits03:00am.Whateverhisdoingdown

thereisamazing,Ifeelmybodyheatingup,my

legsareallshaky,mytoescurl,itsliketheresa

wavewashingdownonmybody.Hecomesup

tomyfaceandstartskissingmewhileinserting

myselfin.Hedoesn'tmovehejustlooksatme

straightintheeye.

Fika:"Iloveyoubaby,withmysoul"hestarts

moving,it'sstillpainfulbutIm enjoyingit,there

issomuchpleasureinwhathisdoing,it'slike

hisstirringsomething.Ican'thelpbutletouta

moan,hisbreatheisdrivingmecrazy,thisreally



feelsgood.Idon'tknowwhynobodybothered

totellmethatthisshitwasgood.Hepullsout

andturnsmearound,putsapillowunderneath

mytummy,andIfeelhim enterfrom behind,

aaaaahgoshthisfeelssogood.Hehumpson

mesomuchIm nowbreathless,I'm surethe

neighbourscanhearme,thewayIam

screamingrightnow.I'm holdonthesesheets

formydearliferightnow.Hisnowhumping

fastandisshakinguncontrably

Fika:"ShitLolobaby,I'm coming"heletsouta

loudgroanthenfallsontopofme.Alsoas

breathlessasIam.Westayinthatpositionfor

awhile.

Me:"Hayimdala,moveyou'reheavy"he

chucklesandmoves,wecuddle.

Fika:"Babe"

Me:"Yeslove"

Fika:"Whendoyouthinkistherighttimeforus



togetmarried?"heiabrushingmyback

Me:"Whywouldyoudivorcejusttogetmarried

again?"

Fika:"Becauseyou'remysoulmate"Ilaugh

Me:"Howdoyouknow?"

Fika:"Well,IloveyouandtodayIjustsawhow

muchyoureallymeantome,Iprayforyou

morethanIprayformyself"Ilaughreallyhard

Me:"Shutup,thatlineisfrom amoviesuka"he

laughstoo

Fika:"IreallydoloveyouthoughandIwantyou

tobewithmeforever,Iwanttospendtherest

ofmylifewithyou.Idon'tthinkIcouldhave

fallenforanyoneelse.What'sfunnyisthatI

neverthoughtI'dwanttomarryafterumaka

SthelobuthereIam willingtodoitwithyou"

Me:"HayiminamdalaIam notsure,Istillhave

alottodo,Ineedtofinishmydegreeandget



agoodjob,Iwanttravel,Iwanttogoto

ZanzibarandCuba"IsmilewhenIfeelhim grow

onmybum "somarriageisthelastthingonmy

mind"heputshishandontopofmycookie,and

liftsmythighupwithhisknee,Ifeelhim

entering,hedoesn'tmovebutIcanfeelhim very

wellandIreallyneedhim tomove,Istartto

moveslowlyandIhearhim groanrightinside

myear.

Fika:"Youdon'twanttomarrymeLolo"Ididn't

saythat.

Me:"Aaah,what?"Hewalksoutofbed,Fikas

bodyisthebomblikehisbum issofirm likehe

usedtoplayrugby,youknow.Thatthinghe

callsapenisissobig,Jizas,Imovemyhand

downtomycookieandtouchit,likeIcan't

believethatthatthingwasinsideme.Hegoes

outofthisroom naked,Itookthisan

opportunitytogetoutofhere,Ilookaroundfor

atowel.Iopentheclosetthismustbeaspare



room,Iseeatowelthenwrapitaroundme,I

needtochangethesesheets,Istripthe

covers,thesheetshavebloodkuthiwavelethis

musthappen.Itakethem out,Ijusthopethat

therearenobloodstainsonthebed.Idon'tsee

anythingsobIwalkouttogoputthethingsin

thewashingmachine.Fikaisthekitchenstill

nakeddrinkingcoffee,Ireallydon'tunderstand

whyheissulking.

Fika:"Youdon'thavetodothat,auntywas

goingtochangethat"

Me:"Hayithesethingshaveblood"helooksup

asifhehasjustrememberedsomething,he

walkstowardsme,kissesmyforeheadand

takesthethingsfrom meandwalksaway.I

walkbacktothebedroom,Ilookforthe

condoms,nothing!Iruntohim "Whydoyou

thinkit'sokaytohavesexwithmewithout

protection"Ishoutandheisrelaxedasever!

Hiswearingshorts



Fika:"Youdon'twanttomarrymeandyoudon't

wanttohavemykids"thisguy!!!!

Me:"Ukhulumangan?WhyonearthwouldI

wanttomarryyounowandhaveyourkidsnow?

Thereissomethingseriouslywrongwithyou,

haveyouforgottenthatyoualmostkilledagirl

lainfrontofme,youconfessedthatyou

wouldbhavekilledandyoudidn'tevencare.Is

thatevennormal,areyoufineinthehead,

everythingthatyou'vedoneandsaidhasgiven

memorereasonswhyIdon'tseemyself

marryingyouanytimesoon"helooksupatme

withshock"hayidon'tlookatmelikethat,you

sleepwithrandom girlsandpaythem,youhad

acrazygirlhereinyourhouse,noapology

nothinglutho!Hayinowjustbecauseyouthink

youwanttomarrymeImustjumpuyadelabo.I

won'tevengiveyoureasonswhyit'sstupidof

youtoexpectmetowantchildrennow"Imake

myselfcoffeeandlookforsomethingtoeat.



Fika:"Iwillgogetyoumorningafterpills"

islimalesi!Hegetshiskeys

Me:"Pleasegetmeunderwear,somethingto

wearandfood"henodsandleaves,Igototake

ashower.Ineedtodosomethingtomyhair.

AfterIshower,IputonFikaswhitet-shirt,his

room issocleanlikenothinghappenedla.Ifind

Nhlanhlaeating,wheredidhegetfood.

Nhlanhla:"Whereisyourman?"

Me:"Hellotoyoutoo"helaughs

Nhlanhla:"Hedidsayyou'refeisty"Irollmy

eyes.

Nhlanhla:"Hesaysyouweremeantohim this

morning"itsmyturntolaugh

Me:"Yourbrotherisdramaticyaz,howwasI

meantohim?"webothlaugh

Nhlanhla:"Iknowbuthethinksyouareangry

withhim"



Me:"VeleIam angry,hegotthatrightbutIdon't

knowwhyhedidn'ttellme"helooksupatme

helookingratherserious

Me:"Mysiblingsareweird,especiallyusguys,

wecanhandleeverythingandmeaneverything

exceptourfeelingsandexpressions.Youknow

mosthathewasoncemarriedandhedidthata

veryearlyagefuthi,butI'veneverseenhim this

protectiveoversomeone,hewouldleave

everythingforyou.Idon'tthinkhiseverloved

anyonelikehelovesyou,andIam notsaying

thistoscorepointsforhim butIwantyouto

understandthathewoulddoanythingtomake

surethatyoudon'tleavehim"

Me:"Heisdoingaverygoodjobinchasingme

away,yazthisisthesecondtimeIwitnesshim

almostkillsomeoneandit'snotsexyatall"I

saytakinghisothersandwich"I'm athirdyear

lawstudentandIam



Im doingverywell,wenadeanslist,GoldenKey,I

alreadyhaveafirm todomyartclesat,whyon

earthwouldIaddachildtothat?Nextyearis

mylastyearandthefollowingIam movingto

Johannesburg,nowifImarryandhaveachild

willhaveallthat?"helooksatmewithsadeyes

"Iloveyourbrotherandbelievemethatsthe

onlyreasonwhyIhaven'tlefthim besidesthe

factthathismyfirstofeverything"Ihuff"Ineed

alcohol"helaughs

Nhlanhla:"Ithinktheonethinghelovesyouis

yourabilitytosaynoandnotevenflinch,you

scarehim andnonothingscaresFika.Just

makehim understandyoudon'texpecthim to

understandtellhim allthesethingsyou're

tellingme,LondiIdon'tknowhowtomakeyou

believethathelovesyoubuthedoes"

Me:"You'retalkinglikehisdying"helaughs

Nhlanhla:"Nohisnotbuthisgoingcrazy,his

loosingit!AndyesterdayInoticedthatyou're



thereasonforhisverybadmoodandhisviolent

self.Whenyouguysarefightingeveryone

suffers,whenyou'reangrywithhim thewhole

worlddealswithaspittingfireFikaandlast

nightIsawthathewouldkillforyouandbelieve

killerFikaisaPitbullandPitbullisnofun.Ineed

youtolearnhowhandleyourmancauseallour

businessreallydependsonhim"Iam notsure

histalkingabout.

Me:"Allthisthatyou'retalkingaboutis

confusingandscaryandnowIwanttoleave

him forever"helaughs

Nhlanhla:"Youmydeararenotleavinghim ever,

you'vetastedthemagicKhumalostick"we

laughandFikawalksinwhilewe'restilllaughing

hehasaplasticbagandaboxofPizza.Istand

uptakesideplateshegoestothebedroom,

whileIdishupforNhlanhlaandI.Fikacomes

backandgivesmeakissonmyforehead.

Me:"yourbrotherwasjusttellingmethatyou



can'tlivewithoutmeandImustneverthinkof

leavingyou"hehugsmefrom behind,verytight

ifImightadd.

Fika:"Areyouplanningonleavingme?"hesay

whilekissingmebehindmyear

Nhlanhla:"LetmeleavebeforeIam subjected

toliveporn"welaugh"ByeLondi,seeyou

around.Fikawhattimeareweleavingksasa?"

Fika:"IwilldropLondiandAphiweoffatPort

ShepstonefirstbutIthinkwecanleaveafter

thetrafficdiesdown,isAyacomingwith?"

Nhlanhla:"Nope,shewillonlybecomingup

withYomuzionSunday"FikanodsandNhlanhla

takeshissliceofPizzaandleaves,hepicksme

upandputsmeonthetableandwestart

kissing.Isitpossibletoaddictedtosexzisuka

nje.I'vebeenhavingalotofit.

ThenextdayFikadrivesmeandLondihome,it



washardwhenwehadtogoourseparateways

butwehadto.Aphiwekeepsgivingmethe'I

knowyou'vetastedthemagicstick'.Iremember

thatIforgotaboutthemorningafterpillandI

callhim.

Me:"Howfarareyou"

Fika:"almostattown,why"

Me:"Iforgottobuythemorningafterpill"he

letsoutasigh"hayiFikadon'tdothat"

Fika:"Iboughtoneit'sinyourcosmeticbagat

thetoppocket"hedrop.Whatever.Igotolook

forit,IfinditjustasItakeittodrinkitAphiwe

walksinwithSnoandIputitaway.Ineedtoset

upareminderonmyphonesoIcandrinklater.

Insert73

Fika

Wehavebeensittingatthisdinningroom table



foroveranhournowandnoonehassaid

anything,mom standsupandattemptstoleave.

Nhlanhla:"UyaphiMa?"shelooksathim rather

takenaback.

Mom:"I'm goingtolaydown,istherea

problem?"shestaresinattempttoscareusbut

nottoday.

Nhlanhla:"Mayouknowwhyweareherelets

stopplayinggames"

Mom:"YeyIdon'toweanyoneanything

ngiyolalamina"andsheturnstowalkaway.

Nhlanhla:"Ican'tbelieveyourightnowyaz,we

havefoundyourdaughter,theoneyouthrew

awaynotoncehaveyoushownthatyoucare

forhereorme,you'rebusyactinglike

everythingisokay"

Mom:"Yeyungayikhulumiintoongayazwena,I

willnotfeelguiltyaboutmakingdecisionsthat

helpedmyfamilyshame"



Themba:"PleasesitMaZulu,pleaseunderstand

wherewearecomingfrom,overamonthago

welearntthatwehaveasiblingwhojust

happenstobeNhlanhlastwin,allwewantto

knowiswhywedidyouhideherfrom us,you

beinghostileanddefensiverightnowisnot

assistinganyonerightnow"shesitsandscoffs

Mom:"Youwillneverunderstandwhyyour

fatherandIgaveawayAyandabutIwillnarrate

thestory"

Nhlanhla:"Mustbenice,agiveawayspree"he

sayssarcastically

Mom:"Nhlanhlaungsizeandkeepyour

commentstoyourselfunganginyanyisi"

Nhlanhla:"keepingthingsawayfrom peopleis

yourtraitmotherayimina"

Mom:"NhlanhlaSandisoKhumalo!Iwillnot

haveyoudisrespectmeinmyownhouse,

never"shesaysinasternvoice



Nhlanhla:"Orwhat?You'llgivemeaway"

Lihle&Themba:"Sandiso"Ireallydon'thavethe

energyforsnappyNhlanhla,I'vehadtodeal

withhim thewholemonthsoI'm stayingoutof

thisone,NsikaisastiredasmeandYomuziis

nothereforentertainment,shesaidImust

videocallherwhenwehavethisconversations

sheevensaidshewillbuypopcornbutthat

doesn'tlooklikeagreatidearightnow.

Mom:"HehNhlanhla,don'tpissmeoff"as

NhlanhlaisabouttoshootacommentNsika

speaks

Nsika:"Canwejustknowwhathappened,this

backandforththatishappeningbetweenyou

twoisnotfunforsomeofus,Icouldbe

somewheredrinkingbutIm heresoplease

mom"

Mom:"NaweNsika,youaretalkingtomelike

this"



Nsika:"Hayimapleasebefair,someoneneeds

toaccount,wehaveasisterthatwedidn'tknow

aboutallwewanttoknowiswhywasshe

excludedfrom ourfamilykuphela,itsnothing

personalreally"

Mom:"YourfatherandIneededthemoney"we

alllookedatshocked

Nhlanhla:"Yousoldherma?"

Mom:"Iam notgoingtoapologiseforthe

decisionswemadesowecouldsurvive"

Me:"Mother!"

Mom:"Wehadlosteverythingandshewasthe

onlyonethatcouldhelp"

Nhlanhla:"Howoldwerewe?"

Mom:"3months"Nhlanhlastandsupandpicks

upthechairthathewassittingonandthrows

atonthewallanditbreaksmom isnotshaken

soisNsikaandIbutLihleandThembadon't



knowthisNhlanhla

Mom:"Ungiqedeliifenishayami"

Nhlanhla:"I'm sureyoucantakefrom the

moneyyougotfrom sellingAyandaandbuy

newfurniture"mom rollshereyes

Mom:"You'rebeingchildish"Nhlanhlawantsto

respondbutstopshimself"Yourfatherhada

friendcalledMfanafuthiNdlovu,hecamefrom a

richfamily,andhadbusinesses.WhenIfell

pregnantwithFikamyfatherdemandedthat

yourfatherpaysthebrideprice,hehadjust

startedworkingatToyotabuthedidn'thave

enoughtopayandNdlovuofferedtohelphim

outandinreturnyourfatherwouldstealcar

partsforhim andheagreed.Thiscontinuedfor

yearsevenafterThembawasborn,Ifell

pregnantwithyouguysandyourwasfather

wasstillstealingforNdlovu,it'sjustthatnow

hewaspayinghim.Afteryouguyswereborn

yourfatherwascaughtandhegotfiredsowith



theskillshegothestartedfixingcarsbutwena

Nhlanhlayouwerealwayssick,Ispentweeksin

hospitalwithyouwhileAyandawasjustdoing

fine.Weneededthemoneyfoeyouandthe

businesswasnotpickingup.Onedaywehadto

rushyoutothehospitalyourasthmawasreally

bad,weleftFikaandThemba

Atourneighbourshouse.Whenwecameback

wecamebacktoaburninghouse,everything

wasinside.Theonlythingthatwasleftwerethe

clotheswewerewearing.AgainNdlovucameto

ourrescueonlythistimehewantedoneofyou

guys,hiswifehadbeenstrugglingforyearsto

conceive.Wehadalwaysbeenabletopayhim

buthesaidhewouldhelpusstartafreshand

wewouldn'thavetogivehim backhismoney

thistime.WithyoubeingsickNhlanhlaallthe

timewecouldn'triskofloosingyou,webegged

him buthedidn'tbudgeandweliterallyhad

nothing,Icouldn'tgobackhomemyfather



hatedyourfatherandyourfatherwastheeldest

andwasresponsibleforhissiblingstoosince

theydidn'thaveparents,that'showAyanda

endedupkwaNdlovu"shewasnowcrying

Nhlanhla:"crocodiletears"

Me:"Hayindodakahlemanje"

Nhlanhla:"Hayiletmebe,withallthemoneywe

haveandtheskillsthateachofushaveright

now,whyonearthdidyounottellus?Didyou

eventrytofindher?"

Mom :"Ndlovujustdisappeared,welookedfor

everywhere,butitslikeherelocatedwereally

triedbutnothing"

Nhlanhla:"Nothardenough,butitiswhatitis,I

hopeAyandaforgivesyouforsellingbecause

minaIam farfrom doingthat,Ican'tbelieve

youwatchedmeforyearsgrowingupbutnot

oncedidyoudesiretoseeyourowndaughter.

AllthosetimesItoldyouanddadthatIfeltlike



therewasapartofmissingandyouassured

methatitwasallinthemind,thedreamsma,I

toldyouandyousaidtheymeantnothing.Cha

nanikhonaboMaZulu,yousellachildand

neverlookback"

Mom:"Ifyouwilldisrepectmethenleavemy

houseNhlanhla,Iwillnottoleratesuch"

Nhlanhla:"I'm notgoinganywheremina,thisis

myhome,atleastwemustallenjoythemoney

thatmadeyousellalittlegirl"withthathe

leavestheroom leavingeveryonespeechless.I

don'tknowwhetherhewilleverletgoofthis.

Insert74

Yomuzi

ItsSundayMorningandIhavetogohometo

mysiblings,Iam leavingthekidsbehind,

Thembasaidtheenvironmentishostileforkids,

apparentlymama,LihleandThemba



experiencedsnappyandrudeNhlanhla.I've

beendealingwithhim forawholemonthsoI

am gladthatothersarealsosharingmypain.

Zwedoesn'twantmetodrivealonesoheis

drivingmehomehewillalsofetchme,wealso

needpasswithAyanda.From thevoicenotes

thatIheardIdon'tthinksheshouldherewhat

reallyhappenedandthat'sifhermotherdidn't

tellheralready.AsusualLandiwantstocome

with,I'm reallynotinthemoodforhertantrums

today,Iam moreworriedaboutSibani.Zwewill

takehim toourDoctoronMonday.Weleave,I

don'tevenknowwhereLandiisallIknowisthat

shewillthrowatantrum whenshedoesn'tfind

meorherfather.IknowthatLondiandAphiwe

canhandleher.WefindAyandawaitingforus

withherhusbandandson.Idon'tthinkthey're

comingwith.Wesharehugsandjourneyon.I

keepshowinghersightsaswedrivetothe

north.Sheisgenuinelyexcitedbutshelooks

anxioustoo.Whenwearriveattherearenokids



runningaroundtheyard,noonehascometo

greetusoutside,Iguessthingsarereallybad.

ThembaandLihlecomeoutafterawhile,to

greetZwewhohastorushbackhomengoba

Landiiscrying.Fikacomesandhelpswiththe

luggage.NsikaandNhlanhlaarenotaroundI

guess.FikagreetsandhugsAyanda,theothers

too,Iwonderwheremom is

Fika:"Awmotherofthenation!Unjan?"hesays

laughingamdplayingwithmytummy

Me:"awungiyekewenamabuyemendweni"the

otherslaughbuthedoesn't,Idon'tcare.

Fika:"Voesek,ngimdalakunawe"hewalksoff.I

wonderwhere'smom.

WegetinsidethehouseandweshowAya

around,stillnosignofmom.Ayandaaskstolay

downasshetiredandIshowherherroom.

Me:"Manjewhere'smom?"Iaskthethree



siblingsasIwalkinthekitchen

Lihle:"She'sbeeninherroom thewholeday,

hasn'tleft,shehasn'teateneven.We've

knockeddololoumawakho"

Fika:"Andworseherfavouritechildistheone

nottalkingtoher"we'vealwayssaidthat

Nhlanhlaisourmomsfavourite,becausesheis

soprotectiveoverandtheywereclosebutwe

laterlearntthatNhlanhlawasasicklychildso

mom andhim bondedwhilespendingallistime

inhospital.SoIwenttoknock.Nothingshe

won'topen

Me:"MamacomemeetAyanda"nothing.Iturn

theknobanditopenssoIwalkin,Ifindher

sittingonfloorwithaphotoalbum.

Mom:"Youknowyourdadwouldhavekilledyou

allifheheardhowlittleyourespectmeright

now"shesayswithoutlookingatme

Me:"Iknowmom"



Mom:"Imisshim somuchrightnow,Iwishhe

wereheretomakeyouunderstandatleastbut

mostlyIwishhewereheretoseeourgirlwith

me.I'm soscaredMpandeyomzi"

Me:"Itwillbefinemama,Nhlanhlawillcome

around,allowhim tovent"

Mom:"It'snotlikeNdlovugaveusanoption,we

hadnothing,andit'slikehegaveuswealth,no

hedidn't,allthisyourdaddidallbyhimself

becausehedidn'twanttofindhimselfinthe

samesituationandlooseoneofyouguys"she

sighs"Yourdaddiedlookingforher,Inever

forgother,it'sjustthatIcouldn'tlivewith

myselfafterthat,Idon'tknowhowmanytimes

Nhlanhlaalmostdiedbecausewecouldn'tfind

herandwewereneglectingtherestofyouguys.

TherewasapointwhereItoldmyselfthat

maybeshedied.AngazYomuzi,Ineed

Mntungwarightnowjusttomakeyouguys

understandthatIhadnochoice,wehadno



choice"allthistimesheiscrying,thelasttimeI

sawmymothercrywasthedaysheheardmy

fatherwasshotdead.That'sitafterthatshe

nevershedatearbutherewearetodaysheis

lettingitallout.SheactuallyneedNhlanhlabut

heisnowheretobefound.Ican'tthis,I'm not

goodwithpeoplewhocry,Irunouttowhere

Ayandaissleepingandwakeherup,Ipullherto

momsroom andthistimeIfindhersleeping

facingtheotherside,shecan'tseeusbuther

sobsaregettinglouder.Ayandaletsgoofmy

handAndwalktoher,shegetsinbwdbehind

herandwrappsherhandsaroundherwaist.

Thesobsareloudnow,andsad,Itakeoutmy

phonetakeapictureandsendittoNhlanhla

withamessage'Comebackhome'

Continuation

Fika



Thingsarehecticathome,I'veneverseenmy

mom likethisever.TheonlytimeIsawmy

mom crywaswhenweheardthatmyfather

hadbeenshotdead,afterthatsheneversheda

tearuntiltoday.Ireallydon'tknowwhattodo,

this,allthisemotionalchaos,thisisNhlanhlas

field.Heistheoneconnectedtohisfeelingsin

thishouse.NhlanhlaandNsikaleftintheearly

hoursofthemorningsayingbayozingela.I

rememberMntungwausedtotakeus,the

boys,huntingwithYomuziwheneverhewanted

someairandtothink.SoIguessthat'showwe

fellinlovewithnature,that'swherewelearnt

howtoanalyse,criticandstrategise.SoIguess

Nhlanhlaneededsomeair.Itsallowed.

ShortIknow

Insert75

Londi



I'vebeenmissingmybootoomuchandwe

haven'tbeentalkingalotsincehegothome,he

didsaythattheyhadalotofthingstodosoI

reallydon'tmind.Ididtakemypillaftermy

sisterslefttheroom.I'vebeenhelpingoutat

theshopswithAphiwe,it'sbetterthanstaying

athomethewholeday.Irecievedacallfrom a

lawfirm,Ihadappliedatforvacworkandthey

saidIcouldcomedoitovertheSeptember

holidays,I'm goingtoJoziMabonengbaby!

BhutZwehasbeenaroundthewholetime,I'm

guessinghedoesn'twanttobealonewiththe

kidssincesisYomuziisalsostillathome,his

justhangingaroundandcheckinguponthe

businesses.Sbaniiswarmingupabittothe

environment,Ihopehegetsspaceatschool

sinceitslateintheyearrightnow.Mom asked

ustohavealittlefamilymeetingafterour

dinnertonight,thekidsleftandwenttowatch



t.vsowewereleftatthedinningroom table,

thisisweird,weonlystartedeatingtogetherat

thistablewhenSisYomuzifirstcameintoour

livesnowitslikeafamilyritualanywayherewe

areallhereandwaitingtohearwhatmom has

tosay.

MaShandu:"Yazbantabam Iam veryhappyto

seeyoualllikethissittingtogetherandgetting

along,IneverthoughtIwouldseesomething

likethis"shesmiles,thatwasrandom and

wakwardbuthey.

Sno:"MakhulumaIwanttogosleepsomeof

workkmelesivuke"Iwanttolaugh.

MaShandu:"Abakhongiarecomingthis

weekend"wealllookatherconfused.

Aphiwe:"Ohwowwhosetheluckylady?"trust

Aphiwe,mom clearsherthroat.

Zwe:"yauban,Ithinkthosearegoodnews"Sno

andMbalichuckle,thisain'tgood.



MaShandu:"AykantuLondile,phelaloyamfana

waseMangadinikadewamthanda

uLondi"AphiwrandIburstintolaughtweeven

highfiveeachotherbuttheotherthreeladies

aredeadserious.

Zwe:"uLondilewaphima?Usujolelaukshada

wenaLondile?"whyaretheylookingatme.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatmom talkingabout,canI

notbemockedplease,whyonearthwouldIget

marriedrightnow?Mythingsarefinallylooking

up,whuuushamekuyadlalwa"Isaywithnocare

atall

Aphiwe:"Mom what'sgoingonbecauseIknow

thatLondiain'tgoingoutwithnoNgemaguy"

mom looksdownlikesheishiddingsomething

Zwe:"Khulumama?"

Mbali:"Ialwayswarnyouaboutyourplansbut

youneverlistenItoldthiswouldn'twork,maybe

withAphiweyesbutLondineverbutheynoone



everlistenstome"shesaysnotevenlookingat

us,she'sjusttypingawayonherphone

Zwe:"MaShandu!"hisscareybhutZwenow

MaShandu:"HayiNqobizizwedon'tdothat

hawuI'm stillyourmother"hegivesheracold

look"okayokay,Iborrowedsomemoneyyears

agofrom uNgemaloumashonisa,andthen

yourfatherdiedandIforgotandlaterthewill

thinghappenedandyouwerecontrollingthe

moneyZwesoIcouldn'tpayme,lastmonthhe

cametomeandsaidIcouldkeephismoney

butinreturnhewantedAphiweorLondito

marryhisSonSenzo"

Haaibo!

Zwe:"Haaibowhydidn'tyousayanything,I

couldhavepaidoffthatdebtalongtimeago,

evennowwecanpayitoff"

MaShandu:"HerefusedthemoneyZweand

saidit'seitherthatorhekillsbothofthem"



Me:"SoyoudecidedImustbethesacrificial

lamb,wowmom wow!"

Aphiwe:"AaiboLondi,atleastyou'reolderthan

me"

Zwe:"Soinsteadofdiscussingallthiswithusor

meyoudecidedthatyouwillgiveupandforthe

kidmarrysomeoneshedoesn'tknow,kant

sikuphila?Mom haven'tyoulearntanything

aboutfamily"heisfrustratedbutnotmorethan

meandIm leavingfirstthingtomorrowmorning.

Ican'tbelievethiswomanyaz.

MaShandu:"Hiswealthymanhawu,Londiyou

willloveSenzohisalawyerjustlikeyoumy

child,ngekeuhluphekenje,you'remarryinghim

andthat'sfinal"Aphiwe,BhutZweandIlookat

herinshock.Ithinkthere'smoretothisthen

justthemoneysheowesuNgema.

Zwe:"Motherareyoulisteningtoyourself?"he

asksindisbelief"youseriouslythinkyoucan



forceLondimarrythisguy"hechuckles,Iam

beyondhurt,Icannolongerholdmytears,I

can't

believemom.Shehasasmironherface,why

doesshehatemesomuchhuh?

Aphiwe:"Mom youcan'tbeserious?"sheis

angry.

Zwe:"Nosuchthingwillhappenla,Ican't

believeyou'reevendoingthis.Whoevenstill

believesinallthisarrangedmarriagebullshit?

Londiismarryingthatman,tellmehowmuch

youowehim andIpayhim.Ireallydon'ttake

kindtothreatsagainstmyfamily.Aphiweand

Londitomorrowmorningsiyahamba"withthat

hestandsupgoestothesittingroom andtakes

Landiwhosleepingnow,Siyakhasleepswith

me,SbaniandYakhilefollowBhutZweout.Iam

stillseatedatthetableSnostandsup

Sno:"WellIguesstherewon'tanynegotiations



thiscomingweekend"shetouchesmyshoulder

thenleaves,Mbalifollowsher.Idon'tknowwhy

I'm stillsittinghere,maybeIam waitingfor

mom tosaysheisjokingorsomething.Aftera

whileshestandsandgivesmeadisgusting

look,lookingvatmefrom headtotoe.Iwipemy

tears,Ican'tcryinfrontofher.Sheleavesme

andAphiweseated.Westandupandgotoour

bedroom.Igetitbedandletitallout,itstarts

withsoftsobsandtheygetlouder.Icry,Aphiwe

comesandtakesSiyakhaandplaceshim ather

bedshegetsinbehindmeandcuddlesme.I

can'tstopthetears,Iletthem out.RightnowI

thinnkIam rememberingallthenotsonice

thingsthatmom haseverdonetomeandit's

comingback,wheneveryonewouldgetathings

andbhutZweandIwouldbeleftout.Thetimes

IhadtogiveupmysavedupmoneyforSnoor

Londibecausedadrefusedtogivethem any

moneybecausetheyhadfailedorsomething.

ThepunishmentI'dgetformissbehavingwith



Aphiwe,IknowhateisastrongwordbutIam

actaullyrealizingthatmom hasalwayshated

me.Whythough?Am Inotherdaughter?Tears

areflowingdownmyface.Inowunderstand

whybhutnevercamebackhome,it'sallthis.

MyphoneringsIknowitsFikabutIdon'twant

totalktohim IfeellikeIwillcryevenmorenje.

Aphiwepicksitupbecauseitwon'tstopringing.

Aphiwe:"HeyMdala"shechuckle"Idon'tknow,

todaywasnotagooddaylaykhaya"..."she's

beencryingforanhournow""Lolo,Fikawants

totalktoyou"sheputsthephoneontopofmy

earsandmovesawayfast

Fika:"Lolobaby"Isniff,myvoiceisgone,

nothingiscomingout"talktomelove,what

happened"Ijustcry"ListenI'm comingthere

now,IwillcallyouwhenI'm closerandwhenI'm

outsideyourgate.Heeeisthisonecrazy,we

aresofarapartitsnotfunnyhisinthefarnorth

andI'm atthefarsouthhayi



Me:"No,I'm goingbacktoDurbantomorrow,so

Iwillseethen"heheavesasigh

Fika:"Okay,Iguessthatcouldworktoo"his

quietforawhile"Iloveyouokay,whateveris

goingontherejustknowIloveyouandIwillbe

thereforyou"Inodasifhecanseeme.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"Hesighs

Fika:"Stopcrying,getsomesleep"hedropsthe

callaminutelaterIreceiveasmsfrom him

saying'Yourheart,mindandsoulbelongtome,

Iloveyou'andIdoseoff

Insert76

Londi

Iwakeuptonoiseinhouse,Aphiweissleeping,

butthere'salotofnoise.Siyakhaisnotinbed

soIwakeupandfollowthenoise.

MaShandu:"YewenaZwe,thismyhouseIwill



doasIpleasengekengizwengawe"Zweis

ratherquietandmymom istheonethrowinga

fit,heisholdingabowlwithporridge."Whoare

tellingmethatshit,firstIhadtodealwithyour

fatherabusingmenowthatheisdeadIhave

dealwithhisghostmanifestingitselfinyou"

sheshouts

Zwe:"Howexcatlyam Iabusingyou?Metelling

youthatyouwon'tsellLoloisabusingyouwow

yazuneDramaMaShandu"heseemstobecalm.

MaShandu:"Yewena!Ifthatchildleavesthis

housenamuhla,shemustnotcomeback,

akahambeayoshona,niyangizwa,ngeke

ngiphathweuwemina"tearsform inmyeyes

again.

Zwe:"Youseriouslyneed"hesaysfeedingLandi

andSibani.

Mymom keepsthrowingtantrumsandZweis

calm."JustletyourNgemaknowthatifhe



daressetfoothere,Iwillpersonallykillhim"he

standsandgoestothekitchenandwalksout

leavingthekidswatchingt.v,mom turnsand

seesmecrying,andshestormstomeandI

quicklyruntomyroom.

MaShandu:"Yewena,wozala"shewalksin,our

room doesn'thavelockoranythingsoshe

pushesthedooranditbangsopen,Aphiwe

wakesupandisshocked."Phumalakwami

wena"theFuck?What?Whatdidshejustsayto

me?

Me:"Mooom"whathaveIdonetothiswoman?

Icry.

MaShandu:"shequicklygoestomywardrobe

andgrabsmysuitcaseandwalksoutwithit.I

followherandshethrowsitout.I'm shocked,

there'snoiseagainshekeepsonswearingand

sayingthingsIdon'tunderstand.

Aphiwe:"Mamawhatareyoudoing?"shesays



standingbythedoor,mom ignoresherand

walksbacktoourroom shetajeswhat'sleftin

ourroom andthrowsitout,Istopcryingnow

andstartpickingupmystuffandplaceitinmy

suitcase,shekeepscomingbackwiththings,

myschoolbag,laptopandphoneandshe

throwsitonthefloorandgoesbackthistime

shecomebackwithabasketfullofmyshows

andthrowsandstartstakingthem outand

hittingmewiththem

MaShandu:"Don'teversetfootherewena

sathana"rightnowIdon'tcare,whereisBhut

ZweIwanttoleave.Iseehim drivinginfrom

thegate,thecarstopsinfrontofmehequickly

comesoutIseehewenttofetchgogoand

babomncaneBheki.Hecomestomeandtakes

mybagsandputsthem inthecar.Hedoesall

thisinsilence.

Zwe:"Aphiwegopack"Aphiwerushesbackto

thehousewhilebhutZwegoestohishouse



andcomesoutwithbagsandputsthem inthe

car.

MaShandu:"UyaphiuAphiwe?Hambowena

noSiswakhookhohlakele"

Gogo:"MaShanduyinileoyenzayo?"she

ignoresugogo

MaShandu:"wenaZweungabuyila"Bhut

doesn'tevenlooklikeheialistening.Aphiwe

comeoutandputshebagsinthecar,mindyou

wearestillwearingpyjamas.Dramasoearlyin

themorning."Aphiweuyaphi?"shesayspulling

her.

Gogo:"Yazyouwillupsettheancstorswithall

theunnecessarynoiseyouarecausing,

uyixoshelaniiynganeMakoti"

MaShandu:"Amadloziani?"

GogoshakehetheadandBabomncaneis

clearlyhurtbyallthis."Angimfunilola,Ihave

keptherforyearsandnowitwastimetorepay



meandsheaskslikeIam punishingher"what

isthiswomantalkingabout.

Gogo:"YazuZunguItoldhim aboutyoubuthe

neverlistenedbhekamanjeyourchasingthe

childawayfrom theonlyhomesheknows"

MaShandu:"Itookinthischild,herbitchofa

motherleftdowntheatthegatesandItookher

andmotheredher,todayshedoesn'twantto

repayme"What!IseeBhutiseyeswideninghis

eyeslikeIshouldn'thaveheardthat,heishurt

everyoneishurtincludingugogo

Zwe:"Mama!"hewhispers

MaShandu:"Shemustleaveandnevercome

back,wenaLondileyouareacurse,yezwa!"she

hisses.Ifelldownandbhutirushestomeand

kneelsdowntogetsinbehindmeandhugsme

whilewesitonthefloor.Icry,everythingjust

keepsaddingup.

Zwe:"Calm downLolo,stopgivingherthe



satisfaction"hewhispersinmyearashe

craddlesme.

Gogo:"Kodwayinileoyishoyo"sheshouts"Why

areyoutreatingthischildlikethis,didyounot

agreetomotherher,IwasgoingtotakeLondi

butyourefusedandsaidyouwouldtakecareof

herandtodayyoudothistoherwhy"

MaShandu:"Ilosteverythingtothischild,

everydayIwasremindedeverydayIwas

remindedthatLondineedstoeat,dresswell,

helpedwithhomework,heevenlefthalfofhis

thingswithforyou"heeethiswoman,soIam

sufferingbecausemydeadfatherlovedmehayi

sukaandwhydon'tIknowanythingaboutthe

will,ZweisshockedasIam.

Zwe:"Sothisisallaboutthewill?Ngemawas

dadslawyer,ohgoshmotheryoudidallthisto

getLolosinheritance,nowallthisaddingup"I

standupanddustmyself,allmythingsarein

thecar,Igetinthecar.Iam nevercryingever



again.

Insert77

Fika

ItsbeenexactlytwomonthssinceLondibroke

upwithme,shesaidsheneedsspacefrom

everythingandeveryone,atfirstIthoughtthat

shewasjokingbutlaterIdiscoveredthatshe

meantit.Ihavebeenstalkingherforweeks

now,allshedoesiswakeup,eatandgoto

campusandspendsherdayandnightatthe

library.Onweekendssheislockedupinher

room,Iknowthatusuallyonweekendsshe

neverstudiessoIwonderwhatshedoeswith

hertime,IhaveaskedYomuzitoaskherwhat

ishappeningandshetoosaysshehasn'tspoke

toherin2months.Thisstartedduringthe

holidays,shecalledmecryingandIcouldn'tgo

seeher,Yomuzileftimmediatelyafterthat



sayingthatZweneedshersomethingwent

down.LaterthatweekZweaskedmetohelp

him withhisdadslawyerandthatiswhenI

knewwhathadhappened.Ihaveneverseen

Zwethatangry,yeswehavedoneafewjobs

withhim butnoneofthem involvedkillingbut

whathedidtothatmanwasplaineviland

horrific,heaskedjustaskedhim "whatisitthat

youwantfrom myfamily?wasisnotenough

thatyouhadmyfatherkilled"whathesaidafter

reallymademeadmirehim "ItoldyouthatIwill

growoldenoughtokillbecausemyanger

wouldhavematured"andthenhekilledhim,

justslithisthroatandlefttogoshower.Itoo

wasangry,howcanhedothatwithmyLoloin

factIwantedtobetheonethatkillsbutZwe

wasdetermined.Allinallmygirlain'tmygirl

anymoreIcheckuponherthroughAphiwewho

alsosayssherespondstowhatsheasksonly

andnothing.Ihearhersaythatsheisgoingto

Jobergforainternshipforaweekandthey



goingoutbeforesheleaves,andIam goingto

gatecrashthatthing.Igetreadyat8pm Iknow

thathavebeenthereforawhilebutIcan'tgo

thereonmyownsoIam waitingformyshitty

brothersbeforeIleave,andtheysaidifIleave

them behindtheywon'tcome,mnxm kids.After

2hourstheyeventuallycome,IaskAphiwe

wheretheyareandsherespondssaying

cubanaandthatswherewego.Iseethatthey

areattheVIPareaandthereareguyssitting

withthem andonehashisarmsaroundLondi

andsheiswearingwhiteLaceybum shorts,a

whiteseethroughtshirtwithkneehighdenim

boots,whatisdisturbingwiththispartyisthe

waysheisdancingwiththisguy.Iam beyond

pissedandNhlanhlaseesthatandstandsin

frontofme

Nhlanhla:"Fikabrochill,youwillcauseascene

justgospeaktoherkahle"Irollmyeyes,Ican't

standtheseguyswithminidreads,stupid



varsitykids.Nsikaisalsogettingpissed.

Nsika:"Eybafolookthoseboysaretaking

advantageofFikasgirl"

Nhlanhla:"Haaibohaveyouforgottenthatshe

dumpedhim"justasIam calmingdownIsee

thisguykissingherneckFUCKNO!notwhile

I'm stillalivenever.IswiftlypushNhlanhlaaside

andwalktowardsthem,Aphiweseesusand

triestomovetheguybuthecontinues,Londi

hasn'tseenmebutIcanseethatsheisnow

uncomfortablewithwhatthisguyisdoingto

her,sheistryingtomovehisarmsaway.Iget

thereandtheseboysaren'tphased

fuckBoy1:"Yhofam thisisourtablefindyour

own"

Nsika:"chillboywerearen'thereforyousifuna

laba"Londihasseenandlooksannoyed

FuckBoy2:"Aynosbalitheseareourhoes"what

didthisboyjustsayaboutmygirl?ngiyalingwa!



NsikachucklesandNhlanhlalooksrather

shocked.

Londi:"Ayningasjwayelikabi,wearenotyour

iyfebezenuthina"shesayspissed.

LondisGuy:"HaaibothulawenaSfebe"that'sit!I

getslowlymovetohim butthereisatable

standinginbetweenus,Ipullhim overthetable,

thebottlesonthetableareallonthefloornow,

Myfootisonhisneckbeforehecaneven

registerwhatishappeningtohim.Mybrothers

arejuststandingtherewatching

Me:"Uyabonaminaboyungangjwayelikabi

yezwa,ngizobulalaboyyezwa"Iseelondi

walkingoutwithherbag,Aphiweisheretrying

tocalm,theseotherfuckboyslookshitscared

mnxm.Iremovemyfootandruntotheone

leaving.

ItsShortbutIwillcontinue



Continuation

Londi

Fika:"Wazewamubi"hefoundmewaitingfor

ouruberafterIlefthim andhisbrothers

embarrassingmeintheclub.I'm angryat

AphiwecauseIknowshewasresponsiblefor

beinghere,Ijustwantedsomeair,yesIbroke

upwithFikabutitseriouslyhadnothingtodo

withhim,Iwasgoingthroughalot.AwomanI

thoughtwasmymotherwasactuallynotmy

mother,itturnsoutthatmymom threwmeat

thegateathomeandleft.BhutiZwehastried

callingtoexplainwhatreallyhappenedbutI

askedforspaceinsteadtoadjusttoallofthis

andjustbreath,everyonewasjustcroadingmy

space.ThisisthefirsttimeI'vedrankintwo

monthsorgoneout,allIdidwasstudy.Intwo

daysI'm leavingforJoberytodomyarticles,I

willbestayingwithanoldfriend,Ihadsaved



upsomemoneyfortravelingandtohelpherout

withfood,Iwasonlystayingtherefortwo

weeks.BhutiZwewasnotoetobegsohelet

bemeanwhileFikawassuffocatingmewhich

hasledhim toattackingthoseboysforno

reason,theyjustjoinedusandIwasnotinthe

moodtocauseascenesoIletbeandthey

voluntaryboughtdrinks.Ihadtodealwith

Aphiwesoon.Fikagrabbedmyarm andpulled

metohiscar,yazIdon'thavetheenergyplus

hejustsaidI'm ugly.Hedrovetohisplace,I

wastiredofbeingbullied,firstitwasthatwhich

andthenherbitchydaughterMbaliandSno

nowhim.

Fika:"Whatyouweredoingwasshitty"he

soundedangrysoIkeptquiet,angryFikais

annoyingandtalkstoomuchnooneeverwins

theargument."UyabonaLondiifthereisone

thingIhateispeoplewhoselfpitythemselves,



sowhatifshewasnotyourmotherdoesn'tthat

makeyouhappy,you'vealwayscomplained

aboutherilltreatmentvele,whatIdon't

understandiswhyyouwouldshuteveryoneout.

YouknowhowmuchIloveyouandIwoulddo

anythingforyouevenkillforyou,butyou

decideditsokaytoshutmeoutanddumpthen

gohoearound"whattheF,whendidIhoe

around,goingtotheclubonenjenowI'm ahow.

Me:"Ireallydon'texpectyoutounderatand,no

onehaseverabandonedyouandyou'venever

feltunwantedandodd,andIreallydon't

appreciatebeingbulliedbyyou,andwhythe

fuckdoyoufeelcomfortablecallingmeahoe?"

Hewaspissingmeoff,hejustlookedatme.

Fika:"Mnxm"

Wewerenowparkedathisplaceandsitting

insidehiscar.

Me:"Ireallyneedtogobacktores,Ineedto



pack,Ihaveanearlyflightksasa"mybagswere

packedbutIjustdidntwanttobewithFika,I

justdidn'ttrustmyselfaroundhim.Heignored

meandwalkedout,cametomydoorand

openeditforme.Thiswasnotupfor

discussion.Ifollowedhim inside,assoonasI

wasinside,hepinnedmeagainstthewalland

lookedmestraightintheeye.

Fika:"Youdrivecrazymecrazy,butIloveyou

forthat,ImissyouLolo"hiseyeswerepleading,

ImissedhtooandItriedbyallmeanstoavoid

him,hewasmakingmehornyandthatfactthat

Iwashavingwinedidn'thelpatall.Heleanedin

andhekissedhim back.Weendedupinhis

bedroom withhim ontopofme,wehadalots

ofsexthatnight,Ireallymissedhim.Wefall

asleepwithmeontopofmeandIwokeupto

hiserectionunderneathme,Ispreadmytighs

andstartedgrindinghim,hesmiledand

insertedhimselfin,Ismiled,Iwasreallygetting



ahangofthissexthinghewasholdingmy

waistandpumpinghardunderneathme.

Fika:"Fuckbaby,Iwillcum now"Iwasbusy

meetinghisthrustsandIwentfasterwecame

atthesametime"I'vemissedyoubaby,please

don'teverleaveme"Ichuckled"I'm seriousLolo,

youcantellmewhateveryou'regoingthrough

am Ihereforyoulentoyokbalekaisnothelping

anyoneincludingyou,youneedtofacethings

headon,IknowIdon'tknowhowyoufeelbut

rememberwejustdealtwiththeAyandaissue

ekhayaandIkinderfeelIfeelyourpain"Ijust

nodded

IstillneededtodealwithAphiwe,Iremoved

myselffrom him andwenttobrushmyteeth

andputononeofhist-shirts,Igrabbedmy

phone,hewasnolongerinthebedsoIdidthe

bedwhileIhadAphiweonloudspeaker,she

answeredafteracentury.

Aphiwe:"LoloI'm sorry"wellsheknowsI'm



pissedatherandIwillgiveherapieceofmy

mind

Me:"HowmanyshouldItellyoutonottellFika

shit?Itoldyouthathegetsveryangry,whatif

thoseboyslaycharges?"Shekeptkeptquiet.

"Manjeawsakwazukukhuluma,youaremy

sisterAphiwe"

Aphiwe:"I'm reallysorryLondile,Iwasjust

tryingtohelpyouout,Iknowyoumissedhim,

theguywasyourprofilepicturefuthi,butI

totallygetwhatyoumeananditwon'tever

happenagainbigsis"

Me:"Aitcool,let'shavelunchbeforeIgo?Imiss

thekidsbutIdon'twanttoseetheirparents"I

saidrollingmyeyes

Aphiwe:"askMdalathere"

Me:"AyhesaidIshouldfacemyfears,Ijust

wanttoignorethisuntilaftermyjobatleast"

shesighs



Aphiwe:"Okayletmego,mybaeishereandhe

isalsoangrythatIwentoutlastnight"Ilaugh

Me:"Uyalayeka"Ilaugh"Justgivehim sex

mntase"welaughhahahah

Aphiwe:"Uyahlanyawena"welaugh

"areyoufinethoughLondile"Isigh,itwasalsoI

sawherafterthatwholesaga.Fikawalksinand

istopless,helooksYummyhehadmuesli,it

hasplainyogurtIknowitsmyfavouriteandhe

knows

Me:"Aphiwesokhulumalateraboutourlunch,

bye"Ihangupbeforeshesayssomething

stupidandshecallsbackIanswer.

Aphiwe:"Justbecauseyoucalleddoesn'tmean

youshoulddropmelikethat"Ilaugh"Iknow

Fikaistherenow,givehim sex"shelaughs

Me:"Fuseg,ngimdalanjalo"shedropsthecall,I

knowFikaheardourconversationbecausehis

heregivingmeaanaughtylookandheis



playingwithhiseyebrows.Iseriouslymissed

him.Iputsthemueslionthesideandpicksme

uptostraddlehim.

Fika:"Aphiwesaysgivemesex"hesayskissing

myneck.Thisislikethesecondtimeweare

havingsexnje.Thedeedisdonenow.Ineedto

leaveandhedoesn'twantmetogo.

Fika:"Souzohlalaphi?"HeisannoyedcauseI

dontgivetwoshitsMe:"Withafriend"

Fika:"No,Zwehassharesinmayhotelswhy

can'tyoustaythere,I'm surehehasonein

Sandton"

Me:"WhotoldyouI'dbeworkingatSandton!"I

knowIhaven'tsaidshittohim

Fika:"Atyouasktomanyquestions,Im coming

withangfuniuboneabafanalapha"Ilaughand

lookathim buthisserious"Comelet'sgofetch

yourclothesyoustillhavethatthingwith

Aphiwe"Ilookathim androllmyeyes"don'tdo



thatitsdisrespectful"mnxm whatever.I'm

gettingreadyforlunchwithAphiwe,Istillhave

thingshere,Iputonafloralwraparounddress,

itsshort,Ilookformyshoes,andfindthem inin

hisclosetwiththerestofhisshoes,Itakemy

pushins,whenIwalkoutIfindhim dressedin

greatsweatpantsandawhiteT-shirtandhis

wearingblacksneakers,heputsonahisblush

fadedcapandthrowsmemine.Ididmyhair

justyesterdaybutputitonanyway.

Me:"Uyaphi?"Ididn'taskhim tocomewithsoI

dontknowwherehisgoing.Hesmilesand

takesmyhand

Fika:"Asambe"Ilethim be,wedrivetoFlorida

atheleadstoButcher'sBlockasIwalkIsee

AphiweandIsmilebutthatdoesn'tlastlong

causesheiswithBhutZweandYomuzi

Me:"WhatTheFuckMdala"Itriedtoturnback

butFikatightenedhishandandjustthenBhut

Zwesawmeandhiseyesimmediatelywentto



ourhands.Imightaswelldieyaz.

Insert78

Fika

IhadaskedYomuzitogetZwetomeetupwith

us,shetoldmeitwasabadideabecausehe

wasinabadspacebutIwastiredofhidingmy

relationshipwithLondieventhoughwehad

brokenupfortwomonthsbutthistimeIwas

notgoingtogiveanexcusetoleavesowe

neededtoconfrontthebigelephantintheroom

whichwasherbrother.Theminutewewalked

inIsawZweseyeslookingatourhandsthat

weretogetherLondiquicklyletgoofme.Zwes

facechanged.IknowZweandhedoesn'tscare

mebutrightnowIfeelsometypaway.Hisface

showsmethreedifferentemotions,anger,

betrayalandhurtbuthesaysnothingatall,

AphiweandYomuziarelookingshitscared.I've



neverseenYomuziscared.Wetakeaseat,

Londi:"Sanibona"Zwechucklesandfocuseson

themenueinfrontofhim.

Yomuzi:"Heythere,Londiitsbeenaminuteare

youfine?"Shewasnow8monthsandIknow

shecanpopanyday.Aphiwejustshylywaved.

Londi:"I'm gettingtherethanks,howarethe

littleonestreatingyou?Ican'twaittoplaywith

them"theygoonwiththeirchatmeanwhileZwe

andIhavebeendeadquietourfoodarrivesand

wediginwithnoonesayinganything.Zweand

Iarehavingbeers.Afterwhatfeelslikeforever

Zwetalks

Zwe:"SosuyajolaLondile"sheplayswithher

foodandsaysnothingsoIanswer.

Me:"Yes,LondiandIaredating"

Zwe:"WasItalkingtoyouFikanokuthula?"He

soundscalm,IseeLondisideeyeingme.

"Londilesuyajolayini?"LondiwantstocrysoI



heldhertighter.

Londi:"YesFikaandIhavebeenseeingeach

otherforalmostayearnow"finallyIwanttoroll

myeyes

Zwe:"Ujolanamakhehlamanjewena?"Whatthe

f!YomuzichucklesIwanttosaysomethingbut

sheshakesherheaddissaproving."WenaFika

youareahypocrite,youalmostkilledmegoing

outwithyoursisterandIdidn'tevenknowshe

wasyoursister,wenayouknowmysisterbut

youdidn'tcarecauseeverythingisaboutyou,

youarefuckena100yearsolderthanher,you

havecontrolissuesandyoyareshadykodwa

hereyouarewithmylittlesister.Icametoyou

whenIsawIseriouswithyoursister,wenayou

callafamilymeetingjusttotakecontrolofthe

situation.You'reanassandIwantyoutoplay

farawayfrom myfamily"uyaphaphaloyaz

Yomuzi:"Calm downManzini,justbecauseFika

didn'tdothingslikedoesnotmeanheisnot



seriousaboutLondi,wereactdifferentlyas

peopleandyenahethoughtwasthebestway"

helookedatheranditlooklikehewascooling

down

Zwe:"IffineMuntu,whatFikawantsFikagets

akunjaloKhumalo?"Hestandsupandtakeshis

wife'shand"asambeMuntu,Ihavealoyal

familywaitingformeathome"Londiwantsto

crynowandIcan'tallowthattohappenitwill

setus5stepsback.

Me:"ZwecanIhaveawordwithyouinprivate

please"Yomuzipleadswithhim withhereyes

andhenodsandwewalkoutandsitoutsidefor

alongtimebeforeIsayanything"Iam sorry

Zungumfwethu,Iallowedmyfeelingsand

arrogancetocontrolme,butIdoloveyour

sisterandIplanonspendingtherestingofmy

lifewithher"

Zwe:"IknowyouwithyourwifeFika,you'redirty

Fikaandyou'retoomuchformysistershe's



justakid,youarecontrollingandyouwon'tlet

herbe"hehuffs"besidesyou'retoooldforher

comeonman"

Me:"Iam notthatpersonanymore,yoursister

hasbroughtoutthebeatsideinme,shedoesn't

evenlistentomeshedoestheopposite,Itold

herIdontwanthertohangoutwithboysand

sheaddedtwomoreinthelistofguyfriends

shehas,Iknowthatmydivorcewasalsomy

faultbutIwasn'thappythereandyouknow.I

loveLoloandIknowthataftertodayifitdoesn't

gowellshewilldumpmeandthatcan'thappen,

thelasttwomonthshavebeentorturousforI

cantimaginemylifewithher.Iloveyoursister

pleasegiveusyourblessing"hechuckles

Zwe:"Iwanttoyoutomessupwiththose

escourtgirlsandgetyourselfdumpedkhona

ezoyekaukujolanamkhehlanaye"welaughI'm

noteventhatold"sizoxabanaifyouhurther,

sheisgoingthroughalotthelastthingshe



needsisanoldmanwithtemperissuesand

controlissues"Ihearhim butI'm notthat

personanymoreI'm notgoingtolooseherover

thatshit.

Wewalkbackinandtheylookatuswithrelief,I

seeYomuzisfacechangeandandhereyesall

out.

Yomuzi:"Mywaterjustbroke"shesaysbutshe

istoocalm "theywerenotsupposedtocome

untilnextmonth"werushoutandLondiand

rushtoherhousetogetherbagsandtheyrush

tothehospital,wefindthebagsinthesitting

room ontopofthecouch.Werushtothe

hospitalandfindthem inthewaitingareawith

NsikaandNhlanhla,IguessNhlanhlaisoncall

becauseheiswearinghisscrubs,Nsikais

wearingtheclotheshewasinlastnight.

Me:"Howisshe?Andwhendidthisoneget

here,IsaypointingatNsika"hesmellsbad

"Hambogezawena"hedoesn'tprotesthe



standsupandasksformykeys.Somethingis

upwithhim butIcan'tdealwithhim rightnow.

Wesitforhours,ZweiswithYomuziandIm

sittingwithLondiandAphiwe,Nhlanhlais

indeedoncall,Icalledmysistersandmom.

LihlewalksinwithAndile.Andwesitfor

anotherhour.Thisistakinglongwegother

middayandnowitwas6pm.

Lihle:"itsbeenhoursinganekama"shewants

tosulknowNsikaisinhiscornernottalking.

I'm notdoingthistodayyaz.Ayandaisthelast

toarrivewithherhusband.

Aya:"Howarethingsgoing?"Wesighjustthen

Zwewalksoutallsmiles,itlookslikehewas

cryingtoo.

Zwe:"Wehavetwoveryhealthyboys,itwas

touchandgoforafewhourswithoneofthem

butitsallgoodnow,theyarehealthy"hesays

withagrinonhisface.Weallclapandcheer.

Nsikalooksbetternowhisthefirsttoleaveand



wefollowhim.WefindYomuzisweeping

"sheistired,theboysdrainedher."Heishappy,

Iwrapmyarm aroundLolosshoulderandhe

frowns

Me:"Hayifusek"everyonelaughs

Zwe:"Soeveryoneknewacceptme,woooow"

wealllaughedagain.

Yomuziwokeaftertwohoursofusbeingthere

Nhlanhlahadtopullsomestrings.Wewanted

toseethekidswithherandheartheirnames.

Theirdoctorwhowasassistingcamein

pushingthetwinsin,shethedoctorNhlanhla

hasbeenaskingoutforclosetoayearnowand

shewasnotbudging.Weallrushedtotheboys,

theyworegreyrompers,withdifferenthatsone

hadawhitehatandtheotherworeagreyhat.

Wetookturnsholdingthem andtheywent

arounduntiltheywerewithYomuziandZwe.

Nsika:"Namethem beforeyourgogogetshere



andgivesthem thoseruralnames"welaugh.

Theylookateachotherandsmile

Zwe:"Thatoneyouareholdingislookingatyou

likethefirsttimeIsawyou,hislookingatyou

withsomuchloveheremindsmeofthefirst

timeIsawyouandI'm surehisgoingtodothat

alotashegrows,heremindsofourlovestory"

thearealotofaaaahsandncooos

Nhlanhla:"You'redramaticjustnamethem

already"welaugh,thedoctorhitshim lightly

Zwe:"Whatever,theoneis

Mlandowothandolethu,Mlando,theoneI'm

holdinghasstolenourheartswenearlylosthim,

uMniniwothandoloManziniheisreallyprotected

byourancestors,itsquietandheateardrops.

Wealmostlostyouchampyoutrulyownthe

loveofourelders,hewasthefirstonebornwith

thatfattyfollowinghim 2minuteslater"weall

laughIlookatLondiwhoisintears,whyisshe



crying.Ikissherforeheadandwhisper

Me:"Ican'twaitforustohavekids"shefrowns

andlooksupatme

Londi:"Youwillwaitforalongtime"Ichuckle.

WelcometothetwinsMniniandMlando

Insert79

Zwe

Beinganadultisverytough,therewasalot

goingonandIneededabreakbutIcan'tget

one,Ihavekidsandawifethatneedme.Istill

havetheSbanisituationthatneededtofixed.

Hewasstuckathomewithmebecausewe

didn'thavehisbirthcertificateandreports

nothing,wehavetriedreachingouttohisfamily

buttheyarenotusefulatall.Theyhateus.

Kunzima.There'salsothatissuewithLondi,

andourmother.YesLondiandIshareda



mother.Shewasmydadsfirstwifebutshe

couldn'tdealwithpolygamysosheleftleaving

Londibehindandshewasjustamonthold.I

dontwanttofindherbutIfeellikeLondineeds.

TomakemattersworseLondiisdatingFika,I

dontunderstandFika,andIam notquestioning

hisloveforherbutIfeltdisrespectedbyhim,I

wenttohim andtoldhim aboutMpandeandI

andaskedthathegivesmeachancetomake

hersisterhappyyenahedoesmelikethat.I

hatethathehasthissenseofentitlementabout

him butIhavebetterthingstoworryabout.My

sonscameearlierthanexpectedbutI'm happy

eventhoughitwastouchandgoforMninibut

hisgoodnow,Ididn'twantthesamethingthat

happenedLanditohappenMpandewouldn't

survive,thatwasonethingshewasafraidof,

thatwasloosinganyoneofthekids.Her

siblingsandmysistersleftandIhadtocall

gogoandbabomncaneandtellthem aboutthe

babies,Isureashellwon'tcallMaShanduafter



thatstuntshepulled.Iwenthometochange

andandgetthekidstocomeseetheirmother

andtheboys,IfoundMpandesbagalready

packedwithhercosmetics,Ishoweredand

whenIcameoutoftheshowerIfoundallthe

rascleswaitingformeatmybedroom.Siyakha

seemstobetheleaderinthisgangwithhis

armscrossedonhischest.Ichuckleandgoto

theclosetandgetdressed.Iwentbacktothem

andpickedupLandiandSibani,andleftthe

mamasboysbehind,Idonteventhinkthey

caredtheyfollowedme.

Siyakha:"BabakaSiyakhauphiuMuntuwami"

thisonealwaysamazesme.Hehardlysays

anythingbutwhenhedoesitalwayssurprises

me.

Me:"Mawethuwenttofetchyourlittlebrothers

atthehospital,wewillgoseethem now"Landi

beamedinexcitementsheevenclappedher

hands.



Landi:"WehavebrothersZwe?"Ichuckle,this

onealwaysthinkssheissmart

Me:"Yesbabyyouhavelittlebrothers.Mnini

andMlando"sheclappedherhandsagain.

Landi:"Let'sgobabakaSiyakha"Mpandecalls

likethatandIguessitstucklikeMuntustuck.I

wenttokitchenandmademyselfcocopopsthe

kidshadalreadyeaten.Weleftforthehospital

assoonasweenteredMpandesroom,theyall

rantotheirmom.

Yakhile:"Mawethu,wherearethebabies,baba

kaSiyakhasaidwehavebrotherswewantto

seethem"welaughed.Mybabylookedso

pretty

Yomuzi:"ComegiveMuntuakissfirst"theyall

ranuptoher,Ihelpedthem climbthebed.And

theyallkissedher,IwashappytoseeSibanifit

in.Justthenthenursewalkedinpushingthe

twins.Listenmykidswerelife,theywereso



happyandexcitedtheykeptonshouting"me"

"me"causetheywantedtoholdthetwins.They

satandweshowedthem thebabies.We

seriouslycouldn'ttellthem apart,theclothes

werehelpinghere.Inthehourwespentthere

thekidsknewwhichonewasMlandoandwhich

onewasMnini.ForthefirsttimeinmonthsIfelt

completewithmyfamily.Theloveinthisroom

wasphenomenon.Itookpicturesofmyhappy

people.

Continuation

Ma:"Kodwawillyoueverfinishschoolmychild

youhavebeeninUniversityforalongtimenow,

Igetitthatyouloveeducationkodwathink

aboutmehere,yoursisterisoutthereangmazi

wenzaniyouontheotherhandaretoooccupied

withyourbooks,youdon'tevencomehome,

yourbrotherisbusydrinkinghislifeaway.Kant

whenwillIeverfindhappinessmina"Thisis



whyIneveranswermymomscallsinpublic

space,nowIneedtoanswerforPhindaniand

Sindile.

Me:"Butmom therearenojobs,Itoldyounje

andIdosendmoneytoandyougiveittoyour

sonwhodrinksit,andIdoworkitsjustthatyou

don'tunderstandwhatIdosoyoudon'tlike

whatIdo,whichdoesn'ttakeawaythefactthat

Iam working"Isighshedoesn'tunderstand

whyIdecidedtoworkasalecturer,Iam doing

myPhdandlecturingatUCT,whatmymother

doesn'tknowisthatIam movingbackto

Durbannextmonth,IgotIjobofferfrom UKZN,

itpaysbetterandisclosertohome,Ihavebeen

awayfor10yearsnow,ImovedtoCapeTown

tofuthuremyeducationbutIendedupstaying

forabitlonger.Mysisterontheotherhandhas

beenoverseesforalmost3yearsnow,she

movedwithherhusbandJohnAdams after

mymotherremarriedourabusivefather,and



shehasn'tlookedbacksince.Thereare3

eKhayaSindile,PhindaniandMe

Mahl'amanguniKhuzwayo.Iam stuckataplace

Idon'tunderstand,Ifeellikemylifeisa

standstillnje,whichisoneofthereasonsIam

movingbackhomeIwanttorestartnje

everythingfrom thebeginningnje.Ihaveno

kids,noboyfriendorgirlfriendjustanapartment

andacar,thatIwanttosellbecauseIwantto

buymyselfaBMW X5aftermymove.

Ma:"KulungilekeMahle,ubuyanini?oryouhate

melikeyoursisterwhocallsonceamonth"that

isnotfair,sheknowswhySindifeelslikethat

aboutherhusband,shewastheonewhowas

lefttotakecareofmybrotherandIwhilemy

motherwasbusynursingherwounds,she

becameamotherbeforeherage,sheeven

hateskidsbecauseofthat.

Me:"IwillseeyounextmonthMa,bye"Ihang

upbeforeshesayssomethingelsethatwill



upsetme.

Amonthlater.

Iam standinginthemiddleof2bedroom flat

withakitchenandadinningroom,myfurniture

wasdeliveredafewhoursagoandImanaged

tosortitout,Ijustneedtobuyafewitemsand

Iam donebutrightnowIam tiredandIneedto

getmyselfabottleofwineandsomefood,I

do'thaveacaryetsoIneedtorequestacab.I

haven'tstayedinDurbanbeforeeventhoughI

am from KZNbutIam notfrom Durban.SoI

stillneedtofigurethisplaceout,mycousins

willhavetoshowmearoundandIwillhaveto

callthefriendsthatIleftbehind.Itakemyhand

bag,requestanuber.IstayinMusgraveandI

knowthatthereisamallaroundhere

somewhere,Itellthedriverandhedropsme

rightinfrontofthedoor.Iwalktopicknpay

andbuyafewitemsformyfridgeandwineof



cause,Istandthereforawhiledecidedwhat

elsetobuybesideswine.Ineedalcoholnje,it

makesmakesmylonelyflatfeelhomely,lol,I

knowthatthatisjuststupid,Ialwaysneedan

excusetodrink.Istandandstareatmyoptions.

"Whatsyourpoison"someonesays,Iturnto

lookatwhosaidthatanditsatallguy,dark,

looksgoodnjenothingseriousthough,Isigh

whenhesmiles

Guy:"Youlooklikeyou'rehavingahardtime

decidingwhattodrink"

Me:"Yes,Idon'tknowwhattobuyVodkaor

Whiskey"

Guy:"Ohareyougoingsomewhere?"

Me:"NoactuallyIjustmovedhereandIalways

liketokeepstashinmyhouse"Hechuckles

"Uhlekani"Iaskwithaseriousface

Guy:"Nothing,itsjustthatyouremindmeofmy

sisterandwhenwewerestillstudents"Ismile,



thatissweet,hetaketwobottlesofCiroc

Vodkaandaddsittohistrollythatisfullof

alcohol

Me:"Whatstheoccasion"Iaskpointingathis

trollywithmyeyes

Guy:"Mysisterjustgavebirthtotwobeautiful

healthyboys"hesayswithagrinonhisface,he

takesouthisphoneandshowsmeapictureof

twocutebabies,itssweetbutIdon'tknowthis

guyandhejusttoldmealmosteverything(I

knowI'm exaggerating)abouthimself.

Me:"Congratulationstoher"Isaywitha

genuinesmile"theylooksocute"shesmile

widens

Guy:"Youshouldseethem inperson,Ican't

eveneventellthem apart"westartmovingto

thetillandheischattingawaylikeheknows

me,heissorelaxedfuthi."Ican'twaituntilI

havekidsofmyown,likeallmysiblingshave



kidsexceptNhlanhlaandI"hesoundslikehe

sadnow,hestartstakingoutthethingfrom his

trollyandplacingthem onthecounter

Me:"Idon'thavekidseither,whydon'tyouhave

kidsvele,youandyourbrother"hefinishes

whenIthinkheisabouttopayhemovesis

trollyandstartstakingoutmystuff"OHno

that'smine"

Guy:"Iknow"hecontinuestakingmythingsout,

Ihavepads,pantylinersandgynaguardbuthe

doesn'tseem shaken"anywaythelasttimeI

lovedsomeoneandwantedtohavekidswith

them theybetrayedmeandIhaveneverloved

sinceandmybrother,Iguessheisalwaysbusy,

heisdoctorandhejustopenedhisown

practiceandhasneverhadtimetohimself"he

paysforourthingsandputsthem inonetrolly

andpushesitandIfollowhim "wena?"

Me:"IguessI'venevermettherightpersonto

havekidswithandIhavealwaysbeenbusywith



schoolandwork"Itakeoutmyphoneto

requestanduber

Guy:"You'reastudent?"heasksashepushes

thetrolly

Me:"No,Iam doingmyPhdandlecturing,Iam

goingtothefirstfloormyuberisthere.

Guy:"OhnoIcan'tallowyoutotakeacabthis

late"eshethisguy"Ihaveheardalotofthings

aboutthesecabdrivers

Me:"Idon'tknowyoueither,sohey"Ichuckles

Guy:"Iam NsikayomuziKhumaloandwena

younglady"Ismileshakingmyheadindisbelief

Me:"MahleKhuzwayo"hepushesthetrollyandI

followhim tohiscar,Ikindatrusthim.Wedrive

andIgivedirectionstomyplace,wearehaving

achatmeaninglessconversation

Nsika:"Sowhatareyouuptotonight?"

Me:"Nothinghey,Iwillcontinuetounpackand



drinkmywineandsleep"

Nsika:"comewithme,itwillbefun,freebooze

andfreefood"hesaysgivingmeasmileatiny

tightsmilelikeheisbegging,Iam notsureI

wanttorefusethenIrememberthatIpromised

myselftolivealittle

Me:"Okayletmefreshenupfirst"hestopsat

mygateIwebothcomeouthisphonerings,he

answers

Nsika:"Ngiyezabafohawu"helaughs"ay

kahlenimadodasenizofayini,tellLonditocook

paplapho"helaughsagain"you'reandidiotFiks

yaz,ngiyezanownow"helpsmewithmystuff

andmakeshimselfcomfortableonmybrand

newsofa,afterafewminutesIwalkoutofmy

room andweheadtoMountEdgecomb,that's

whathesaid.

Insert80

Yomuzi



Me:"Zwe,Iwanttosleep,yourkidsdon'twant

tobehave"Ihavebeenbackfrom hospitalfor

twoweeksnow,andIsleepforonly5hours

maxandthatisduringtheday,whenthelady

whoishelpingusisdonewithherchores

otherwiseatnightMniniiscryingandwants

attention,Mlandoontheotherhandisassists.

ItislikehewaitsforMninitocrythenhe

follows.Tonighttheyaredoingthemostand

Zweisjustsleeping,hesaysheistiredhehada

lottodotoday,Itoldhim totakesometimeoff

worksohecanspendsometimewiththetwins

buthesaidthingsareabithecticathis

companyandheisworkingonsomethingbla

blabla,honestlyIdon'tknowwhathesaid

chancesareIfellasleep.Rightnowhecan'tfall

asleepwhileIam up,Mninihasbeenrestless

thewholedaytodayIhardlysleptduringtheday

andnowitsalmost2am andhejustwon't



sleepwhichmeansthathisbrotherisuptoo,I

havechangedhisnappy,fedhim andeven

checkedhistemperaturebutnothingseemsto

betheproblem.Iam sittingontheflooratthe

nurserycauseIam tiredandsleepy,Zweis

wrappedupinthecouchweputinthenursery,

heisasleep.Ican'tanymore,Istartcryingtoo.I

meanIdon'tknowwhattodonow.Zwestirsa

little

Zwe:"Muntuwhyareyoucrying?"heseems

alarmedandshakenasseesme,hesays

walkingtowards.

Me:"Zwehehasbeenlikethisthewholeday

today,Ihaven'tsleptatall,Ihavedone

everythingbutnothingseemstobecalming

him down"Iam actuallyworriednow,withLandi

Ididn'thavesuchproblems,allIknowisthat

Siyakhahadthesameproblem afterhewas

bornbuthewas5monthswhenthishappened

tohim andhewasheatingup.



Zwe:"Bringhim here"Zwetakeshim andstarts

recitinghisclannamesandhecalmsdown.I

leavethem thereandgotakeashower.One

thingthatisworryingmethoughisthefactthat

weneedtogotoPortSheptonetodotheritual

forthekidsandSibanibutthereissomuch

goingtherethatIactuallydon'tfeelcomfortable

withallmychildrengoingthere,atleastmaybe

whentheyare3monthsold.Igooutofthe

showerandfindZweworkingonhislaptop,Igo

totheclosettogetdressed,assoonasIdrop

thetowelIfeelhim behindme,Icanfeelhis

dingyling,howdoesonebecomehornyatat

criticaltimelikethisandmyvaginaisbasically

stillonrecoverymode.

Me:"Youknowmosthatwearesupposeto

havesexafterthreemonths"hegaspsand

turnsmearoundtolookathim andIgrabmy

nightdress

Zwe:"3monthsMpandeyomuzingeke,nobaby



thatwon'thappen"

Me:"didyouseethosebigheadsthatcameout

ofthisvagina?andthelastthingIam thinking

aboutissexwhenMniniisactinglikethis"he

looksatmelikeheknowswhatIwillsaybut

doesn'twanttosayit

Zwe:"MpandeIdon'twanttogohomeyet,Iam

justnotreadyasyet,maybeIshouldcallgogo

tocomeoverandprayandburnsomeincense

forthem,Ifeellikeeverythingthatisgoingonat

homeitwilljustmakemattersworse"hesays

allthiswhilehelpingmegetdressed.Hetake

myhandandwegotobedandIleanonhis

chest"YazSiyakhaalsostartedlikethis,hewas

restlessandkeptoncryinguntilhis

temperaturestartedgoinghigh,Idon'twantus

togettherewiththetwinsbutIstilldon'twant

togohome"heheavesasigh

Me:"ksasaIwillcallgogoandaskifthereis

anythingthatwecandowithoutushavingtogo



home"hekissesmyforeheadandsmellsmy

hair"ThereisalsothatissuewithSibani,he

can'tstayathomeforthedurationoftheyear,

heisolderthentheboysbutitlookslikehewill

gotogradeonewiththem nextyear,thatfamily

isjustbeingdifficult"IfeellikeZweandIhave

alltheproblemsthatblackpeoplecouldever

imagine.

Zwe:"UyabonaIdon'tevenwantustotalk

aboutthatfamily,IwillsayanddothingsthatI

willlaterregret.Babewillweevercatchabreak"

Hesoundreallysad.Iliftupmyheadandkiss

hislip"ngaphaoLondibajolanamakhehla"I

chuckle,Iwon'tevensayanythingbecauseI

knowhewantsareaction"andSibanisfamilyis

beingdifficultwantingathousandcows"ihaba

shu"MaShanduwantingtosellthisLondi

becauseofthewill"Iwanttolaughbecausehe

isjustbeingextra.

Me:"Manzini,Iam surethatsolutionswillcome,



everyfamilyhasitsownproblemswejustneed

tositandregroupandfacealltheseproblems,

ksasawecallgogoandtrytocalm downthe

twins,eachdaywewilldealwitheachproblem"

Zwe:"Iam sohappythatyouagreedtobewith

me,IloveyouMakhumalo,letssleepnow"He

kissedmyforeheadagain

Me:"IloveyoutooManzini,thankyouforloving

meenoughtowantmetobethepersonyou

wanttospendtherestofourlifewith"andwe

driftawaytosleep.

Iwakeupinthemorningtoafullhouse,my

brothersareinthehousewithAphiweand

Londi,DrMsimangisheretooandaladyIdon't

know.Theyareallsittingaroundthetablewith

eachoneofmybrotherswithakidontheirlap,

SibaniisonAphiweslabwhilethetwoladies

areholdingthetwins.Itlooksliketherehave



beenhereforawhilebecausetheyarehavea

properenglishbreakfast.Nsikastandsupwhen

heseesme,heseemshappy,Idon'tknow

whetheritbecauseheisseeingmeorits

becauseofthemysteriousladyintheroom.He

comestomeandwehugabitlonger,Ihaven't

seenhim inawhile.ThelasttimeIsawhim

properlywaswhileIwasinhospitalandthey

leftsayingtheyweregoingtocelebrateonmy

behalf,from thepicturesIsawtheywereally

havingfunwithoutme.Ican'tevendrink

becauseIam breastfeeding.Wemovetowards

theothersandSiyakhajumpsdownfrom

Nhlanhlaslapandcomestome,thischildistoo

talltobepickedup.

Me:"Heymyboy"Isaybrushinghishead"Hello

everyone,whendidyougethere?Nonkosi

niyaphila?"IaskDrMsimangshelooksatme

andgivesmeabiggrin

Doc:"wazewangibizakamnandi,Iam finethank



youwena,howareyou?howarethebabies

treatingyou?"

Me:"Iam notenjoyingitbabe,Iwanttoloose

theweightbutIcan'tIam alwaysupbecause

Mnini"Iwalkuptotheotherdarkbeautyinthis

room becausenooneseemstobeinterestedin

introducingus"Iam MpandeyomuziZungu,

thereownerofthishouseandthepeoplewho

liveinit,Iam thelittlesisterofthosetwodark

menandatwintothisonefollowingmearound

andasisterinlawtothoseladies"Isaypointing

tothepeopleroundthetableandtheyalllaugh

indisbelief

DarkBeauty:"MahleKhuzwayo,friendswithall

thepeoplearoundthistablebutmetthem

throughtheonewhoisfollowingyouaround"I

laughIlikeherNsikamighthaveasmartone

likehim

Me:"NicemeetingyouPhakathwayo"she

chuckle



Mahle:"LikewiseMrsZungu"andIblush

Me:"Whatisthetimekantandwhereismy

husband"

Zwe:"Overherehesayswalkingfrom behind

carryingafewplasticbagandwhyistherea

coupleretreatinmyhousewithoutanyone

tellingme"theidiotslaugh,Iknowheisstill

annoyedbyFikaandLondibecausehekeeps

throwingshadeatthem "oLondibajolelakwam

namakhehlawabomanje"hesayswitha

straightfaceNhlanhlaandNsikaareinstitches

andLondistandsupandleavestheroom with

Aphiwefollowingher.

Continuation

Zwe



Yomuzi:"Youaresoextrasometimes,whydid

youhavetoembarrassLondilikethat?"she

soundsannoyed,Idon'tcare.IknowthatIam

actinglikeahypocriterightnowbutIwasnota

100yearsolderthenMpandeandhadn'tbeen

marriedbeforeandtoaddonthingswhenI

realizedthatFikaandMpandeIwenttohim and

spoketohim aboutitbecauseIdidn'twantit

compromisingourrelationshipheeven

threatenedtokillme,infactheisthehypocrite,

Iknowforafactthathisfeelingsdidn'tgrow

overformylittlesisterbuthewantedtodoas

hepleasesfirst.ActuallyIthinkthatismymain

problem withFikahealwaystakeswhathe

wants,theconsequencesarethingsthathe

dealswithafter.

"BabeIreallygetthatyouareunhappyabout

theirrelationshipbutIthinkthatshouldkeepan

openmind,Fikadidletusbeafterallanditsnot

fairthatyoudon'tdothesametooandplusyou



needtoletLondimakeherownmistakesyou're

notgoingtobearoundherforever,iftheyclaim

toloveoneanotherthenletthem be,Ifeelyou

arepunishingLondimorethenFikaandthatis

justnotfaironher"Isigh

Me:"I'm justtryingtoprotecther,thereare

thingsthatIknowaboutyourbrotherthatI

don'twantherexposedtoandIfeelthatshe

shouldbeouttherewithherpeers"shefrown

andfoldsherarmsagainstherchest,whichis

fullbythewaycausesheisbreastfeeding,I

justwantotakehernowbutitsjustbeentwo

weeks.

Yomuzi:"Don'tbecrazy,doyouknowthethings

thatIwastoldaboutyou?insteadofbeing

scaredofyouIgotdrawnsodeeptoyou,I

knowthingsaboutthatstillgivemenightmare,

thingsthatyouyourselfareafraidtoconfront

letalonetellmeabout,yetIam here,soplease

don'tbeamoodkiller,therearepeoplehere



startbehavinglikeanadultorgotothenaughty

corner,causeyouwanttoactlikeachild"What

thefuck,shejustputmeinmyplace"comeout

whenyou'rereadytobenicetoothers."with

thatshegoestotakeashower,Iwanttojoin

herbutsheispissedbutIwanttogoconfront

theidiotsshecallsherbrothers,whywouldthey

wantotellheraboutFlashwhenIhavenever

thoughtoftellingabouttheirbeaststoo.Igo

outandIfindthem chillingbythepoolside,I

can'tseeLondibutthereisanewladyand

Nhlanhlascrushorwhatever,theseidiotsare

drinkingsoearly.igotakeaseatnexttothe

doctorshelookshappyandtheotherladylooks

chillledtoo

Me:"Hiladies,whyareyouwiththeseidiots"

theylaugh

Nhlanhla:"HayileavemywomanaloneZungu"

helookstoohappy

Me:"Soshefinallygaveyouachance,chasisi



unesbindingiykuvuma"theidiotslaughbutshe

laughs"chillngiyadlala,I'm Zwebythewayand

thisismyhouseandIam thinkingofmoving

becauseIneverhavepeacehere"theyalllaugh

Lady:"HiI'm MahleKhuzwayo"Nsikagrins

Me:"Uhlekanikewena?"theyalllaughwhen

theyseethatNsikaisblushing,Iknowforsure

thathasn'tstartedaskingheroutbecauseif

shewasthegirlfriendshewouldbejustlikethe

doctorhere"SoNoma,Mninihasbegivingusa

headachethesepastfewdays,isthatnormal

heissorestless"IaskcauseIam really

concerned.

Noma:"Yeahitisbutifitcontinuesbringhim

throughIwillcheckhim out"Ismileandnod

Nhlanhla:"whydon'tyouaskmemosI'm alsoa

doctor"wealllaughhisjealous

Me:"Ihaveknownyouforalmost10yearsI

don'ttrustyouwithmyself,whyonearthwouldI



trustyouwithmykids"theyalllaugh,butitsnot

thatwedon'ttrusthim butwedon'twanttoput

him inabadposition.HeSulks,Nomaseemsto

bedoingthingstohim,sincewhendoeshesulk?

Iam stillexpectingmystillexpectingmy

grandmotheranduncletheyarecoming

tomorrow.Itlookslikewearehavingabraai

withtheKhumalos,Iknowtherestofthebrood

isstillcoming.IndeedLihleisherewithThemba

andAndile,alongsidewiththeirkidswho

quicklyrushtotheplayroom andlaterAyanda

camewithherhusband.Ihaven'tspokentoher,

sheissojoinedtoNhlanhla,Ifeellikeher

husbandisjealouscausehelooksuneasy,I

wanttolaughbecausetheyremindmeofmy

wifeandhistwin.Igostandnexttohim his

smoking.

Me:"ShoMfwethu"



Zenande:"Eita"

Me:"Howhasshebeen?"

Zenande:"Sheactsallstrong,thisisjusttoo

much,hermotherstillhasn'ttoldherthetruth

theyhaveevenstoppedtalking"eishitsthat

bad"IhaveevenmovedDalitomymothers

causethingsarejustgloomy"

Me:"Iwilltalktohertoo,Iknowthisfamilyis

overwhelmingtrustmeIknow,mywifeisalsoa

twinandheevenhasaroom here"helaugh"but

theyareharmlessandtheyloveeachother,my

wifetoldmethattheirmom wasquietclosed

offtoobutIguess,wewilldealwiththingsas

theycome,justtakethem inastheyare,they

areaveryprotectivebunchbuttheygood

peopleanddeeplycareforanother.Uzojwayela"

Zenande:"IhavenoticedsometimesIget

jealous,theyarehintingthatwemovecloserto

them,willNhlanhlaalsohavetohavearoom in



myhouse"Ilaughbecauseheisreallyworried

Me:"Kuyokusizalokho,Ididthatbecausemy

wifeandNsikadependoneachotherkakhulu

emotionallysoratherthenhavingherhavingher

driveallthewaytoNsikawhenheneedsher"he

nods

Insert81

Zwe

Me:"Babywearerunninglate,shesha"Mpande

hasbeensittingonthefloorforalmostand

hournow,shewantstocry."Kantyini?"she

givesmethe'don'tfuxkswithmelook'.Weare

goingtoAya'shousewarmingparty,Ididsay

thatshewasgoingtomovetothissidesoon.

Thisonehereisbeingdifficult.Iwalkoutthe

room justsoIcanbesafe,Iknowtheissueof

hernotbeingdressedhaseverythingtodowith

herbodyandherweight,weruntogetherinthe



morningandintheafternoon,herdiethasalso

changebutitstakinghertimetoloosethebaby

weightbutithasonlybeen2months.Igo

checkoutthetwins,theyarepeacefullyplaying

withthenannywhoisfeedingthem,gogodid

cometoseethem washisaimpephobutshe

saidImustcomehomesoon,shesaysMnini

needsmoreattentionbutshesaidshewillonly

tellmeaboutthefulldetailswhenIcomehome

andthatwas2monthsago.Landiisplaying

withtheboys,itsfunnyhowshedoesn'teven

carethatsheistheonlygirlinthishouse.Sbani

isslowlyfittingin,heistoohyperthoughand

that'sthesideofthattooktimetocomeout.I

wenttohomeaffairsanddidanew birth

certificateforher,Iwasn'tabouttowastemy

timewiththatfamily.Mpandewalksout

eventuallyandfindsmeinthekitchendrinking

orangejuice,weallhadtolaylowonthe

alcoholbecausethemadam can'thavesome

either.Shelookssohotrightnow,Ijustwish



sheknewthat.Sheiswearingblackdenim

pantswithawhiteshirtandabluedenim jacket

andredheels,it'slikewearematchingIam

wearingthesamejustwithablackdenim jacket

butchangingtotheblueone."Youlooksexy

baby"sherollshereyes,Ilaughatherandrush

backtothechangemyjacket,whenIgetback

sheseesmyjacketandrollshereyesagain.We

drivetoAya'snewplace.Nhlanhlaconvinced

hertomovetoMhlanga,IknowZenandedidn't

liketheideabutwhatchoicedoeshehavevele.

Wegetthereandtherearecarseverywhere,

everyonehasarrivedandofcausewewerethe

lastonestoarriveandIknowwearegoingto

bethefirstonestoleave.

Iwillcontinuelater

Continuation

Londi



SchoolhasbeenabithecticafterVacbut

Mdaladoesn'treallyunderstand,Ihardlyhave

timetocheckmymessages,todayallIwantto

doissleepIhadatestyesterdayandtoday

duringthedayIhadadatewithMdalacausehe

wassulkingbutIam genuinelytiredandIjust

needtosleep.Fikawantsmetogowithhim to

hissister'shousewarmingpartybutIdon't

wantto,notonlybecauseIknowBhutZwewill

betherebutIam alsotiredIreallyneedtorest.

Afterourdatehedroppedmeoffhereatres,we

spentthedayatBallitothenwearguedallthe

wayuntilhedroppedmeanddroveoff,you'd

swearI'm theelderinthisrelationship.WhenI

camebackIfoundNontlecampedbymydoor

lookingallsad,sowehavebeeninbedthe

wholeevening,sheisjustcryinganddoesn't

wanttotellmewhatisbotheringher.Fikacalls.

Me:"Babyboo"Ihearhim chuckle,onething



thatIam surehehaslearntaboutmeisthatI

holdnogrudges,especiallyifheissulkingIjust

havenotime.

Fika:"Howareyoumylove?"Ithinkhehas

calmeddowntoo.

Me:"I'm goodwenaunjan?"

Fika:"Icouldbebetter"IchucklecauseIknow

heisstillhungonthatsillyargument"Comeout

Iam attheparking"IlookatNontleandsheis

fastasleep

Me:"Okaygivemeaminute"Ijumpoutofbed

andputonhismuskhoody,heboughtmeone

toobutIjustlovehis,Ihardlywashitcauseit

smellslikehim buteverytimehisscentwashes

Igiveitbacktohim togivebacktohim towear

it.Igotohim,Ifindhim sleepingwithhischair

pulledbacksoIdecidedtogotohissideandsit

ontopofhim,hedoesn'tlookokay."You

seriouslycan'tstillbesulkingbecauseIdidn't



wanttogotothepartywithyoubaby"helooks

upatmeandhedoesn'tlooklikeheisokay.

Fika:"Canwepleasegotomyplace,Ijustreally

needtoholdyourightnow"Iwanttorefusebut

Icanseethatheisreallynotinagoodspace.

Me:"Okay,letmemakeacallfirst"Itakeoutmy

phoneandcallAphiwe"heysis,sorryforwaking

youupsolate,canyoupleasetakeacabtores,

IneedtobesomewhereandNontleisnotina

goodspace,please"sheagreesandImoveto

takemyseat.Wedriveinsilenttohisplace,he

isplayingTupac.Ihaveneverheardhim play

hiphopyazthisisnew.InfactIdon'tthinkI

knowanygenreofmusicthatheprefers.

Fika:"Yazbabe,Tupactakesmebacktomy

highschollyears,wgereeverythingwasjust

perfect"hesmiles,Idon'twhatsheonaboutbut

hey"Iusedtobethemostpopularboyinschool,

smartandhandsome"wellwellarewehavinga

bigheadtoday."ImissthosedayswhenIwas



worryfreeandhadnoproblemsatall,nowits

likeIinviteproblemsandsorrowinmylife.Ever

sincedadpassedonIhaveneverhadcarefree

life,ihavealwayshadtomakesurethatallmy

siblingswereokayandIam notcomplaining

butsometimesitjusttoomuch,itslike

wheneverIam happy,thegodsseeitandthey

sendpaintowardsme"nowweareparkedin

frontofhishouseandthereiscarthere,Idon't

knowwhoitbelongstobuthismood

immediatelychangesfrom sadtoangry,he

jumpsoutofthecarandrushesinthehouse,I

jumpoutrightafterhim causeIknowthatFika

toowellsomeoneisgoingtogethurt.

"WhatThefuckareyoustilldoinginmyhouse

Linda"ohittheexwife,Iquicklystandfarfrom

him,thereisalsotwomanIdon'tknowhere

"Whogaveyoupermissiontobeinsidemy

housewiththesepeople"

Man:"Eybabawatchyourself,doyouknowwho



you'retalkingto"IseefearinLindaseyesandI

knowwhy,thisFikawillbreakshitandthisman

won'tbereadyforit

Fika:"Excuseme,wasItalkingtoyou?"hesays

walkingtowardshim "Whogaveyoutheidea

thatyoucanwalkintoanothermanshouseand

disrespecthim huh"PitbullisoutasNhlanhla

wouldsay.Itakeoutmyphoneanddial911

Fikasplace,IsendittoNhlanhla

Linda:"Khumalo,Iam notheretocauseany

trouble,Ijustwanttodowhatisrightbymy

daughters,wereallydidn'tmeantodisrespect

you"shesaysnowstandinginfrontoftheman,

sheispleadingwithPitbull

Man:"EyLindaangekengincengeleSlima,Iam

hereformydaughters"thismanwantstodie,

themanisalsonowstanding,its2againstone

Linda:"Bhekiawuthule,you'remakingthings

worse"FikaisindeedfumingandthisBheki



characterisnotmakingmattersbetter.

Me:"Linda,Ithinkyoushouldgoandcome

backtomorrow"sheisshockedcauseshe

hadn'tseenmeallthistime.

shegrabsherbagbutBhekiwhom Iassumeis

hermanholdsherstillandsheflinches

Bheki:"WearenotleavingthishouseuntilIget

mydaughters"am Ihearingthingscorrectly

haaibowhileIam stillrecoveringfrom allthat

FikaisoutofmysightandisontopofBheki,

bothLindaandIrushtohim,butheistoo

strongwhenwetrytopullhim away,theother

guyattacksFikafrom behindindeeditstwo

againstone,thereisalotofscreamingand

thingsarebreaking,ofcausethescreamingis

comingfrom ustheladies.IknewFikawas

strongbutnotlikethis,everythingisjustred,I

seeBhekitakingoutaknifefrom hispocket,he

wasoutabitandtheotherguywasbeingdealt

with



Me:"FikauMese"Iam notsurewhetherhe

heardmebutIrushbacktothem andtrytotake

thatknife,theknifefallbutthefightcontinues,I

noticethatthereistoomuchbloodnow,Linda

isonthephonecryingnow,Fikaturnstome

andseessomethingIdon'tsee,buttheguyis

notlettinghim go.theyarestillatit.Yomuziis

thefirstonetorunin,sheseeswhatisgoingon

andIseetheexactlookthatFikahadon,Fika

immidiatelyjumpsawayfrom thisguyand

comestomeandYomuzistartsfightingwith

him,Ihaveneverseenanythinglikethis.Bheki

isonthefloorwhenMybrotherandNhlanhla

alsocomerunningin,Yomuziisfightinglikea

man,thisguyisalsofighting,BhutZwewastes

notimeandgoestofightoffthismanand

Yomuzirushestome,bhutisfinishedwiththis

guy.thetwomenarelayinglifelessonthefloor

andtheattentionallturnstome,Ididn'teven

noticethatNhlanhlahadlefttheroom,he

comesbackfrom oneofthebedroomswitha



firstaidkit,Ilookatmyarm,thejacketisred

andturn.Idon'twhatFikahasbeendoingall

alongnexttomecauserightnowhelooks

panickedandshocked.BhutZwelooksangry,I

am asshockedasFikathoughbutIthinkits

becauseIhaveneverseenawomanfightlike

thatinmyentirelife.

Nhlanhla:"Londi,canyouhearme"Iturnto

lookathim,Iam nowsittingonFikaslap,

everyoneseemstobeangry"Ineedyoutotake

thisjacketoff"Yomuziwalkstomeandhelps

metakeitoffbutmyarm isabitpainful.Ican't

believethescaronmyarm itstartsfrom the

shoulderandgoesallthewaydowntomy

elbow.IseeFikaflinchandhisfacechanges

andalotgaspsintheroom,BhutZweispacing

aroundtheroom."Shit,sheneedsstitchesFika"

Zwe:"Iknewshitlikethiswasgoingtopop,

lookwhatyou'vedonetomysisterFika,bheka

nxaa"Yomuzigiveshim theeyeanditslikeshe



isputtingfuelintoafire"Don'tstartwithme

Mpandeyomuzi,Ididn'tIsaystopfighting,what

wasgoingtohappentothekidsandIif

anythinghappenedtomehuh?"shelooksdown

asifshehasjustrememberedsomething

Linda:"Fikayouguyshavekilledthem"

Zwe:"EyFusegwena,whatdidyouthinkwill

happenwhenyoubroughtthosegoonshere

huh?wellyougotwhatyouwanted,they're

dead"IthoughtFikawasscarywhenheisangry

butthisZweissendingchillsdownmyspine.

Insert82

Fika

Iam reallynotinagoodspace,Iam hurt

emotionallyandIthinkIam actuallylosingmy

mind.AftersomanyyearswiththegirlsLindi

thinksshecanjustwaltzinandchangemy

wholeworld.OurrelationshipwasnotthebestI



know,butforhertodomelikethis,itstoo

much.Idon'tcarewhetherthemeninmyhouse

aredeadornot.OnethingIknowforsureis

thatnobodyistakingmygirlsawayfrom me.I

haveneverseenLondithatscaredinmylife,I

didn'tthinkthatshewasthatbraveeither,that

knifewasgoingtokillmeifshedidn'tseeit

firstandprotectme.Shesawanothersideto

ourfamily,asidethatIdidn'twanthertobe

exposedto.Wehadtotakehertothehospital,

sheneededtobestitched.Nhlanhlaassistedus.

Zweisherebeingdramatic,Idon'tthinkanyone

hastoldhim whatreallywentdown,allhe

knowsisthathissisterishurtandhiswifejust

threwherselfinafightwithoutthinking.Ifthere

isonethingthatIknowaboutmyfamilyisthat

weaskquestionslater,wellthatis,mybrothers

andYomuzi,ThembaandLihlearetheladies,

wearenotsurewithAyayet.Wearenow

standingatwaitingareaatthehospitalwaiting

forLonditobestitched.Ireallyfeelbadabout



herbeinghurt.IhadleftZweandNsikatotake

careofthosemenatmyhouse,Iassumethey

willtakethem tothewarehouse.Iam waiting

withYomuziandNhlanhlaisinsidewithLondi.

Mysisterswalkinwiththeirhusbands,wellnot

Themba,theyarewithNsikasFriendor

whatever,Mahle.Thembacomestomegives

meabighug,Iwanttocry,sheletssqueezes

meandIfailtoholdmytears,Iletitalloutand

sheletsme.Wesitonthefloorwithmyheadon

herthighsandIjustcry.

Themba:"ItwillbeokayFika,itwillworkout

Mntungwa"Idon'tthinksheunderstands,things

willneverbethesame.

Me:"Shewantstotakemygirls,shesaysthey

arenotmine,alltheseyears,whydoesshehate

mesomuch,itslikesomeoneisstabbingmy

heartkubuhlunguThemba"Iweep.Zwewalks

inwithNsikaandtheybothgototheirpartners,

thisisnotnormal.Nhlanhlacomesoutand



scanstheroom,Iguessheislookinghistwin

causehesmileswhenhiseyeslandonher.He

can'tseem tolookatmeintheeyethough,

Nhlanhla:"Youcancomethrough,sheisnot

readytogohome,areyoufine?"Istandandhe

givesmeatighthugtoo.IgoinandIfindLondi

starringatthewalls,shelookslikesheisin

deepthought,Ireallydidn'twanthertosee

Pitbull.IstandbythedooruntilIcan'tanymore,

soIwalktoher.Shedoesn'tlookgreat,she

looksworried.

Me:"Heybabe,areyougood?Iam sorryabout

today,mylove,Iam sorryIcouldn'tprotectyou,

Iam sorryforexposingyoutowhatyousaw

today,WhenIcametofetchyouIdidn'texpect

tofindLindistillthere,Itoldhertoleave,when

shetoldmeaboutthegirlsbutinsteadshe

broughtthosementomyhouse,Ireallylostit

babeandIam sorrythatyougothurtinthe

process"sheiscrying,mybabyiscrying,Ithink



itallregisteringnowtoher."Don'tcrybaby,

you'rehurtingme"Iam nowcuddlingher.

"NhlanhlasaysIcan'ttakeyouhome,doyou

wanttocomehomewithme?"sheshakesher

headno,"okay,IwillcallYomuzi"sheshakes

herheadnoagain.

Londi:"No,pleasecallbhutZweforme"I'm hurt

alittlebutitsfine,ItakeoutmyphoneandItext

Zwetocomethrough,afterafewminuteshe

comesin,andIjumpoutofthebed.

Zwe:"Mntungwa,sorryaboutearlierI

overreacted,youknowyoursisterdrivesme

crazy"InodandIthinkIwillgivethem space

Londi:"Pleasedon'tleaveFika"okaynowI'm

confused."Imiscarried,NhlanhlasaysIwas

pregnantandImiscarriedtoday"Zwestaggers

andsitsdownonthefloor,Istandfrozen,I

literallydon'tknowwhattodoorwhattosay,

whathaveIdonetotheancestorstodeserve

suchpunishment.Islowlygotoherandcuddle



heragain,ZwewalksoutIguessheisgivingus

space.Wecrytogether"Ididn'tevenknowthatI

waspregnant,Iam sosorryMbulazi"Itsnother

fault,thisisallme.

Me:"Nobabythisallonmelove,Iam sosorry,

itsthetraumafrom today"IwishIknewwhatI

wasbeingpunishedfor,firstthegirlsnowthis.

Afterashortwhilethewholefamilywalksin.

Yomuzilookslikeshewascrying,shequickly

comestousandgivesLondiahug.Ineedtogo

home,Ineedtogospeaktomyfather,thisisall

toomuch.IthinkIam goingtospendthenight

herethentomorrowIgohome,Londineedsto

meetmymother,IneedmymotherbutIcan't

leaveherbehind.

Me:"Tomorrowmorningwearegoinghome,I

needtoseemymother"everyoneisdeadquiet

Aya:"IwillcomewithBhut"Inod

Me:"Nqobizizwe,canItakeLondiwith,Idon't



wanttoleaveherbehindandIwanthertomeet

mymother"henods,IknowLondiisannoyed.

Afteranhourmyfamilyleave,Ican'tbelievemy

nightendedlikethis.

Londi:"IhavetoprepareforatestsoIcan'tgo

withyou"thisgirluyahlanyayaz

Me:"Pleasecomewithme,wewilltakeyour

bookswith"Ijustneedtocalm downandbeg.

Continuation

Fika

Me:“havenothingtomyname,noonetoleave

allmythingsto,allmyhardwork,IthoughtI

wasdoingeverythingforthem,andIloosea

chanceathavingachildbecauseofviolence

kantwhenam Imeanttobehappy?Ihave

alwaysmadesurethateveryoneishappyand

safe.AlltheyearsIspentwiththegirlsandit

turnsoutngikhulisaabantwanabenyeindoda”I

am talkingtomymother,weindeedwenthome



IneededtobreatheandDurbanwasnothelping

atall.Londihasbeencoopedupinmy

bedroom from thetimewegothere,ZwesaidI

shouldn'ttakeheralongbutIcouldn'tleaveher

behind,Iwantedtobewithher.

Mom:“That’snottruebaby”Ichuckleatthe

babypart“Youwillalsofundhappiness,just

giveittime.Iam sosorryaboutthegirlsbut

theyalsobelongtoyou,andwewillfightfor

them untiltheendletsjustnotgetcarriedaway,

theyneedtoknowthetruth,nowcomeonget

upandshowthisgirlthat’sdrivingyoucrazy”I

chortle,wewalkoutofthebedroom andfind

everyonesittingatthedinningareaeveryoneis

here,Ayanda,Yomuzi,LihleandThembaplus

mybrotherstheirhusbandsarenotherethough.

Thembalooksatmeforawhile,Iguesssheis

tryingtoseewhetherI'm ornot.Inodatherand

shelooksrelieved.Igoouttomyflatoutside

themainhouse.Iknockthengetintocheck



whetherLondiisdecent,thentellmymom to

comein.Londiwasbusyonherphoneshealso

hasherexam padonnexttoher,Iguessshe

wasgettingherworkdone.

Mom:“MaZunguunjansisi”Iguessshecansee

itsZwessister.“Iam sorrybabyforwhatyou

hadtogothrough,justknowthatwhenyou

needsomeonetotalktoI'm aphonecallaway”

mom sayshuggingLondiwholooksshitscared

bytheway.

Londi:“Thankyouma”

Mom:“Comenowgetdressedandjoinusinthe

house”shenodsandmymotherstandsto

leave“WozaFika,yekainganeigqokeinpeace”

Londichucklesatleastsheislaughing,thisis

thefirsttimesinceweleftthehospital.“Fika

inganele”shesaysassoonasweleaveandget

insidethemainhouse“Ican'tbelievethis,what

didZwesay,yazuyadelelawenaFikanokuthula”

Iwanttorollmyeyesbutthiswomanwill



remindmewithahotclapthatshesstillmy

mother.“kodwawhatcanwesay,whatsdoneis

donenow.Ithinkthenextstepukugezaingane

yabantuandidyouclaim thatyou'reserious,

hambohlawulauLobolebhut”Iscratchmy

headLondisaidweshouldwaitabiton

marriagebutknowingmymom allthatwillhave

tochangebecauseshehasspokenbutIhave

totellLondimanje.

Ihearcarsparkingoutside.Nhlanhlastandsup

togolookandfrowns.

Nhlanhla:“Ngathithat’sLindasparentsand

uncles”can'tIlikegetabreak,Ineedaminute

tothinkcantsheevengivemesuch,nxaaman

yesses.FinallytheyknockandNsikaopensup,

mysistersgotothekitchennowitsme,my

brother,mymotherandLindawithherfamily”

LindasUncle:“SiyabingelelakaKhumalo”we



nod“wearehereonbehalfourdaughterwho

hasputustoshamewithherungodlyways,we

can'tapologiseenoughforembarrassmentand

shamethatourdaughterhasputyouthrough.

MkhwenyanasiyaxolisaMbulazi”Isaynothing

“Lindacametouslastmonthandtoldusabout

herinfidelityandhowitledtoherconceiving

twochildrenleziezikhuliswauweMntungwa”

myangerkeepsrisingtheuncleseemstobe

catchingonbecausehestaysquietforawhile

thenspeaksagain“BoKhumalosizoshweleza,

sigezeikhayangalelishwa”hesaystakingout

anenvelopeandputtingitonthetable.Themba

walksinwithatraywithcooldrinkandbiscuts.

Iam suresheisheretocalm medown.

Nhlanhla:“Wedon'twantyourmoney,please

takeit”hesayswithsnappytone,ohpetty

Nhlanhlaisouttoplaynow“Didyourdaughter

whatshedidduringtheweekend?”theyalllook

ateachother,Iguessshedidn't“asifunilutho



kini,uLindamustplayawayfrom ourfamilyfar

away”

Uncle:“Siphindesixolise,sicelaabantwana”I

flipthetable,everythingturnupsidedown,

Lindarunstothedoor.Herfamilyisshocked

andscared,myeyesareredandmybreathing

isdoingthemost.Meanwhilemyfamilyis

relaxed.

Me:“NOONEISTAKINGMYCHILDREN,

LEAVE!”TheyallhurryoutbesidesLindawhois

stillbythedoor.

Linda:“FikathistheonlythingIwilleverask

from you,pleasegivememychildren”shesobs

andImarchtoher,thiswomanistrulytesting

me,Igettoherbeforeshejumpsoutthedoor.I

strangleher,everyonecomesrunningtowards

me,theytrytopullmeawaybutI'm toostrong.

Sheisshakingundermyarm,hardlybreathing.

Londicomesinrunning.



Londi:“Mntungwaplease!”I'm notlettingthis

bitchgo.

Shewalkstomeandwithtearsrunningdown

herface“Stopit,thegirlsstillneedtheirmother

Fika”Icanhereherparentspleadingandher

mom crying.Ieventuallylethergoandquickly

rushofftomyflatandlockmyselfinside.Idon't

likethepersonIam becoming.

.

Special

Londi

Idon'tknowhowtofeelrightnow,ifeelao

helplessanduselessatthesametime.Ifeel

likeFikahaslostmuchmorethanme.Asmuch

asIwasnotreadyforababybutIknowthatI

wouldn'thavemindedoncethebabywashere.I

knowFikawouldhavebeenmorethenexcited.I

losthim beforeIevenknewabouthim.IthinkI



needtobestrongforFika,hedoesn'tsaymuch

butheishurting.Hehasbeendistantsincethat

incident,hedoesn'twantmetoleavehissight,

I'vebeenwithhim eversincewecameback

from hishome.Ihaven'tbeentores,hedrops

meoffandpicksmeuplater,andIjustlethim

bebecausehisnotinagoodspace.Thefamily

decidedthatitwasbestthatFikaletsgooftge

girls,buthewouldgetvisitationrightsand

holidayswiththem.Hedidn'tliketheideabut

nothingcouldbedone.Todayisthelast

weekendhehasthem overduringschoolterm

sowearegoingouttogetthem afewthings

andFikawanttospendsometimewiththem

andexplaintothem whatisgoingtohappen

now.WewenttoBallito,tospendtheweekend

there,Ididn'tknowthathehadahousethisside

buthesaidherentsitoutforweekendsand

holidaystofamilies.

Fika:"Lolo,howdoItellthem thattheyarenot



mine"hesighs,weareinbedcuddling,the

weatherisnottoogoodoutside.

Me:"IwishIknewmylove,you'retheolderone

youshouldknowallthesethings"hechuckles

andkissesthebackofmyhead

Fika:"Ijustwanttorunawayfrom allofthis,

turnbackthingsnje,howcanLindabethis

selfish?"

Me:"KuzodlulaMntungwa,youwillsee,youwill

haveyourhappyending"Icanhearhim

breathing"Iloveyou"

Fika:"Iloveyoutoo"

There'saknockonthedoor"Babaasambe"oh

that'stheteenagerSithelo,wechuckle.Shetold

uslastnightthatshehatesgoingwithus

becausewearealwayslatelol."Okaybabylet

meshower"

Sthelo:"Anikagezi,wowdadwow"dramatic

mucharen'twe"themoviestartsinthenext



hourpleasebefast"wechuckle,Icanhearthat

sheisannoyed

Me:"SizosheshaIpromise"

Sthelo:"NisahleliWeeeeee"Ican'thelpbut

laugh.WegetupandFikaheadstotheshower,

whileImadethebed.Iwenttojoinhim.We

finishedandwewentouttothekids.

Unazo:"Finally!"Shesaysrollinghereyes,Iwill

reallymissthesetwo.WeheadouttoBallito

junction.Thedayisfilledwithfunwearefinally

sittingandhavingdinnerandoneofthosefancy

restaurants.

Sthelo:"Mom saysnowwewilllivewithher,

why?"Hereyeareabitwet.

Fika:"Mom andIhaveagreedthat,thatiswhat

isbestforyoutoo"

Sthelo:"Hawubabaplease,mom isabsentuyaz

nawe,sheistherebutshe'snotthere,ngeke

babaminaIam notgoing"Fikasighs



Fika:"Babyit'ssomuchcomplicatedthanthat,I

alsowishitwastheotherwayaroundbutits

likethat"

Unazo:"Mom alsosaidwehaveanotherdad,

ourrealdad,Ireallydidn'tunderstandthat"Isee

Fikasfacialexpressionchange,heclencheshis

jaws,Iholdhishandunderthetable.

Me:"Yes,youaretheluckiestgirlinthisplanet,

cabangayouhabetwomothersandtwodads"

shegiggles

Sthelo:"Idon'twanttwodadsmina,Iam fine

withjustdad"shesayswithanattitude"whatif

hedoesn'ttreatusgoodbaba,youknowmom

doesnotcareatall"Fikaisreallystruggling

Me:"Letsgiveyourotherfatherachancebefore

youmakeupyourmindprincess"sheisnow

cryingbutsheshakesherhead

Fika:"JustknowthatILoveyouandwoulddo

anythingforyou,I'm justaphonecallaway"he



sayswhilehuggingSthelo,wefinisheatingand

gotoshop.

Iam bushedyezwaallthatshoppingandthe

gameswehadtoplaywelaterwenttothe

beach.

Fika:"Mylovethankyoufortoday,thekidsandI

funandthankyoufortakingoverwhenIhadno

answersforthem,angazibengizobayininjeif

ubungekho"

Me:"AnythingforyouKhumalo"hechuckles

andgetsontopofme"getoffmeuyasinda"he

doesn'tmove,wehaven'tbeenintimateever

sinceIlostthebaby,myscarhashealedtoobut

youcanseeclearlythatIhaveit.

Fika:"Imissyou,it'sbeenmonthsnow"heis

exaggeratingitsbeenamonthandahalf

Me:"Hayiyouknowwhatyourmothersaid,we

can'tbeintimateuntilIgetcleansed"hegets



offmeandIknowhispissedbecausehehas

beentryingtodoalltherightthingbutIkeep

postponing.Ionceheardhim speakingtohis

brothersandtellingthem hewillitallatonce,

uzolobolasameday,IwassopissedbecauseI

feellikeheisjustbeingextra,whycan'thetalk

tomeaboutallofthisbeforedecidingforme.

Fika:"Yousureknowhowtoannoyme,I'm

settingadatesoonandIwillgotoyourfamily

andyoubetterbethere"hesaysandgetoutof

bedandheadstothebathroom.

MyphoneringsanditsZweIrollmyeyesthen

answer.

Me:"Bhut"

Zwe:"Londileukuphi"hesoundsangry

Me:"eBallito"Isayinalowvoice

Zwe:"Whatareyoudoingthere?Whoisatthe



resIpayfor?"Ikeepquiet,Fikaislookingatme

andIdon'tknowwhy.

"Ufunaukumithavele,ufundaniniumauhleli

koBallito,isFikagoingtowriteexamsforand

signyourdegreecompletecertificate?"Iam still

quiet"celaungangidini,getbacktoresandgo

study,ksasaIwanttofindyouthere"hedrops.I

wanttoscream.AsmuchasZweknowsabout

FikaandI,Ireallygetwhereheiscomingfrom,I

haveayearleftbutIam busyplayingtheroleof

agoodwifewithamanwhosegotitall.Istand

upandgoshower,FikaandIhaven'tspoken

sincelastnights'Fight'.WhenIcomeoutofthe

bathroom theisdoneandhisnotaround.Iget

dressedandgoouttothekitchenbutnooneis

thehouse.Igobacjtothebesroom andtryto

callFikaandhisphoneringsonthedressing

tablemnxm.Icallanuberandstartpackingmy

clothes.IcallStheloandshepicksupright

away.



Sthelo:"Sugar!"Iloveitwhenshecallsmethat

Me:"Heysugar,nikuphi?"

Sthelo:"Atspur,dadsaidyou'renotfeelingwell,

doyouneedanything"I'm gettingpissed

Me:"Noloveitsfine,Iwillseelater"Ihangup

andtheuberdrivercallstosayhisoutside.I

leavetores.Fikaissochildish,ifhewantsto

beachildIwillallowhim todoso.

Special2

Yomuzi

ThereissomethingspecialaboutFikaand

Londi,weallsawitathomewhenFikaattacked

Linda.WeallknowhowdifficultitistogetFika

tocalm butLondicalmshim down.Ifthereis

onethingIhateaboutLondiandFikas

relationshipithastobeZwe'snewfound

pettiness.Zwehasbecomepettyandit



annoying.Butthatstheleastofmyproblems.I

havejustrealisedthatImightnotgobackto

work,IhavesomanykidsandIenjoymytime

withthem,thetwinskeepmeupallnightand

duringthedayIsleepforafewhoursthenthe

big4comesback,chaosstarts.Sibaniisfitting

andgettingbetter.AfewyearsbackIwouldn't

havethoughtI'dbeamotherof5kidsbuthereI

am.

NsikahasfoundloveinMahlebutdudehasn't

toldheryetandisafriadofrejectionIwantto

laughathim butheisinneedsoIwillketitgo.

Heiacomingoverinafew,Ineedtocheckthe

booksofafewclientsincludingSibalikhulu

holdings,rememberthem right?,hesays

somethingsarenotaddingupbuthedoesn't

wanttojumpthegun.

Nsika:"Mpandeyomuzi"heshoutsashegetsin,

Iam happythatthekidsareatschoolcausethe



housewouldbeupsidedown.

Me:"Atthetwinsnursery"Iam bathingthe

twins,I'vejustfinishedfeedingthem.Hecomes

inandstandsbythedoor.

Nsika:"Ihaveneverimaginedyouasamother,

butyou'redoingsuchagreatjobwiththem all

byyourself"Ismileandhecomesuptomeand

kissedmycheeck."Ican'twaittohavemyown"

Ichuckle

Me:"IdoubtMahlewantstohavekidssheisso

careerdriven"hechuckles

Nsika:"Youdidn'twantkidseitherlookatyou,6

yearslaterushayanga6"welaugh,wetalk

aboutafewthingswhileIdressthekids.He

handsthefilesandIcalltheladywholooks

afterthekidstocometakethetwins,whileI

makeLunchforNsika.

Me:"Sowhatseemstobetheproblem?"Isay

handinghim Lunchandgothroughthefiles.



Nsika:"Thenumbersaren'taddingupbutIcan't

findwherethemoneyisdisappearingto"Iread

throughthefileandindeedthebooksaren't

balancing.

Me:"Idon'tknowthistrust,whendidtheyopen

it"IsaywhenIseeatrustfundthathasmore

thenitshould"Nsika,whoopenedthistrust

fund,themoneythatIseehereandthemoney

thatshouldbehereisnotaddingup,thereis

toomuchmoneyhere,butyourcalculationssay

adifferentamount"hetakesthefileandreads

itagain.

Nsika:"Bloodybasterd,makingmelooklikean

incompetentmanwhileheisbusystealingfrom

hisfamilynxa"hebangsonthetableandtakes

thefileleavingmeshocked,whatjusthappened.

Ihearacarpulligup.Zwewalksinfollowedby

Londi,shelooksboredwhilehelookspissed.

Me:"Backsoearly?HiLolo"Iwanttolaugh

causeIknowwhatthisisallaboutbutIwon't



sayaword.

Zwe:"NgiletheuLondi,sinceshedoesn'twant

tostayatres,Ithoughtshemustjustmovein

withusandIstoppayingnjejustonce"Iwant

tolaughbutIwon'tbecauseIseesomeoneis

nothavingittoday.IlookatLondiandwinkat

hershesmilestakinghersuitcasetothe

bedroom sheuseswhensheisaround.

Me:"Wouldyoulikesomefood?Ihadmade

lunchforNsika"

Zwe:"Nsikawashere?Doesn'thework"Idid

sayhewasbeingdramatic

Me:"Hewantedmetocheckoutoeofhis

accounts"henods

Zwe:"Foodwouldnicethanks"hesaysnoteven

lookingatme,Idishupforhim andLondiand

headtothetwins,theyneedtonap,Itaketheir

bottleswith.IfindMlandocrying,hekeeps

rubbinghiseyes,theirnannyiscryingtoIdon't



knowwhythough.Itakehim andhushhim.A

takeatoweltowipehiswetandsnortyface

andInoticesomethingoddabouthiseyes.I

looksathim andlookatthenannyandshe

looksawaylikeshedidsomething.

Me:"PleasegocallZweatthesittingroom"I

saytryingtocalm down,myfeelmyfaceisnow

wetI'm crying,Zwecomesinalarmed

Zwe:"Yiniinkingamawethu?"HeseesthatI'm

cryingsohecomestomeandbrushesmyback,

Ican'tstopcrying.

Me:"ZwelookatMlandoseyes"howonearth

didImissthis

"What'swrongwithmybaby?"Icryinglouder

causingMlandotocrytoo,Ican'tstopcrying.

Zwe:"Calm downlove,letstakehim tothe

hospitalandhearwhattheysay,Hlengiwe

pleasefixabagfortheboys"hesayslooking

herway"Londile!"Heshoutsandshecomesin



running"callNhlanhlatellhim tomeetusatthe

hospital".Mysonseyesareblueandbrown.

Insert83

Zwe

"Yoursonhasararediseasecalled

Heterochromia"thedoctorsays

Yomuzi:"Yinileyo?Willhebefine?Whatisthe

cause?"

Me:"Muntuyima,lethim explain"shetightens

thegriponmyhand,ourpalmsaresweating,

shestopcryingawhileago

Doctor:"WellHeterochromiaisclassified

primarilybyitstimeofonsetaseithergenetic

(congenital,presentatorshortlyafterbirth)or

acquired.Mostcasesofheterochromiaare

hereditary,andthesemaybeassociatedwitha

congenitalsyndrome.Othercasesareacquired



andcausedbyadiseaseorduetoaninjury,can

yourememberwhetheranyoneinyourfamily

haseverhadsuchormaybehefellhard,Iam

notsureofthecauseyet"welookateachother

Yomuzi:"Ihaveneverheardofsuchinmy

familybutIwillcalltofindout,howwillthis

heterothingaffecthim,canheseenow?"

Doctor:"Congenitalsyndromeswhichmaybe

characterizedbyheterochromiairidisinclude:

Waardenburgsyndrome,anautosomal

dominantgeneticconditionthatcancause

hearinglossandchangesincoloringofthehair,

skin,andeyes."Piebaldism"issimilarto

Waardenburgsyndromebutisunassociated

withdeafness"ohno"butifhehadsuffered

from traumayouwouldhaveseenhim,signs

areusuallyseizures,IhavetakenhisbloodsoI

candosomemoretests,ifitsgeneticyoudon't

havetoworryhishearingandsightwon'tbe

affect"nowthatsarelief.



Yomuzi:"Thankyoudoctor"

Doctor:"DrKhumaloisverygoodfriendofmine

andhashelpmewaytoomanytimesoIam

alwaysreadyandprivilegedtohelphisfamily"

Nhlanhlacalledinoneofhisfriendswhoalso

workwithhim tocomehelpus.

Yomuzi:"Canwetakehim home?"Ithurtsme

seeingmywifelikethis

Doctor:"afterafewminutes,pleasebringme

theothertwinsoIcheckhim outtoo"Istandto

gofetchMninifrom Londiandofcausethe

wholebroodishere,Iswearpeoplethinkweare

weird,FikahasMnini.andIasktotakehim,then

gobacktothedoctor

Dr:"thislittlefellalooks.finetomebutplease

bringthem regularlyfortheireyecheck,Iwilllet

youknowwhenIhavetheresults"wewentto

therothers,IguessNhalnhlatoldthem what

whatwasgoingonbecausenooneaskedus



anyquestions,IwascaringMniniandMpande

hasMlando.FikacameandtookMlandoand

LihletookMninifrom me,wedrovehomewith

everyonefollowingus,Nsikawasbusysohe

didn'tcome,infactMpandeinsistedthat

we.don'ttellhim becausehehadabigaccount

tohandle.Whenwegothomethekidswere

backfrom school.Westillhaven'tsortedour

Sibanisthings,wejustgothim.abirth

certificatethengothim toschool,therestwe

wouldsortitoutastimewent,buthewastoo

quietsoworriedalotabouthim.

Mpandeleftandwenttoourbedroom with

SiyakhaandYakhilefollowingher,itslikethey

alwayssensewhensheisnotokay.Ifollowed

herwhileLandiwaschattingup.astorm.with

Fika.Theboyswereplayingonthebedwhile

Mpandeusedthebathroom.Iwentinsidecause

shewastakingtoolong,when.Igotinshewas

crying.



Zwe:"Babypleasedon'tcry,Ican'tstandit

whenyoucry"Iwanttotakeherpainawayfrom

heresobad

Yomuzi:"Whydothesethingskeephappening

tous,Whatifhelooseshishearingability?"

Me:"Ithinkitstimewewenthome,Ineedto

lookformymother,Iwill.sortallthesethings

babyIpromise,juststoocrying"Isay

comfortingher.

Iwillcontinuelater,sorryitsshort.

Continuation

Yomuzi

ThisthingwithMlandohasnesobadihaven't

eatenorsleptproperlyfrom thedaywegot

backfrom thehospital.MymotherandThemba



arrivedyesterday,Tuesday,Thembadoesas

shepleasesthatschoolsheworksat,whyis

shehereduringtheweek?Thenannyisoffish

eversincewewenttothehospital,Ineedto

findoutwhathappened,sheisanoldladysoI

don'twantZweshoutingather.Icalltomy

room.

Me:"MaeversincewefoundoutaboutMlando

youhavebeenjumpy,istheresomethingyou're

nottellingme"shestartssniffing,thisoldlady

betternottryme.Ilookather,Ineedherto

finishbecauseIam reallyrunningoutof

patience.

MaDlamini:"Ngiyakucelasisicelaungangxoshi

kwakwiphuthasisi,ngixolelenamingabona

esehambileukuthinganengathiilimazekile"

whattheFisshetalkingabout?

Me:"Khulumama,awfunikuzekufikeubaba

walaykhaya"shejumpsup,IknowZwescares

her,Ijustdon'tkniwhowcauseIam theone



whotalksalotinthishouse.

MaDlamini:"KufikauSisilawathisheisyour

friendandsheisheretoseeyou,Itoldheryou

wereoutbutwouldbebacksoonasyouwere

runningerrandsandsheaskedtowaitfor

insidecauseshealsowantedtoplaywiththe

kids,Iassumedsisithatsheisclosebecause

sheknewaboutthechildren,soIletherin,she

thenaskedtoseethekids,thewereoutside

playingsoIshowedherwheretheywere,she

camebackwithallofandlookedconfused,she

thenaskedwhichoneisBukhosi"Ipopmyeyes,

WhatonearthwasKhosidoingher"ItoldherI

don'tknowwhoisBukhosiandtoldthenames

ofthekidsnotforgettingMlandoandMnini,she

lookedshockedtootofindoutaboutthrtwins

butthrncovereditbysayingthatshehasn't

spokedtoyouinalongandthatshehadlost

yournumberandwhenshewashereinDurban

shedecidedtocomeseeyouhopingyoustill



stayatthesameplace,shethenaskedmeto

showhertheeldestchildandIshowedher

Siyakhawhom shehuggedforawhilethenshe

droppedthebagshehadandsaidshebought

thingsforhim.MninistartedcryingsoIwentto

him andshefollowedme,sheplayedwiththe

twinsaminutelaterMlandocriedsohardand

shedroppedhim onthefloor"What"bythe

timeIgottohim hewasonthefloorandcrying

hysterically,sheapologisedandranout,Iwas

afriadtotellyoumam causeyouhadwarned

abouglettingstrangersinthehouse,aftera

weekInoticedthatMlandoseyeswere

changingIwasreallyafraidtosaysisi,please

don'tfiremesisiIneedthisjob,Imadea

mistake,ngiyaxolisa"Ireallydon'tknownow,I

am reallydisappointedatMadlaminiandangry

butIneedtotellZweaboutKhosicominghere.

Me:"Madlaminiyoushouldhavetoldmeabout

allthis,whereisthatplasticbag"sherunsout



togofetchthebag,Thembawalksincarrying

Mlando

Themba:"HewillbefineYomuzi,his

grandfatherwantsthem homethough"

useqalilekelosisi"everythingwillbefine,whatI

don'tunderstandiswhyyouandZwealways

wanttotakechanceswithkidswhenyouknow

verywellthattheZunguancestorsarecraycray,

bahlalabenilandelanjeandtellZwethathe

needstolookforhismother,hisfatherwants

herhomeassheisthefirstwifethatiswhyhim

andLondiwillneverfindpeacebecausehisdad

isnotresting"Whatdomykidshavetodowith

thatoldman"Iam reallysorryIknowthatthis

mightbetoomuchforyoubutheneedstodo

it"Iam startingtounderstandwhyZwedoesn't

wanttogohome,allthisdrama.igoontotell

ThembaabouttheKhosiincidentandshe

laughssayingInshouldtryreachingouttoher,I

am notdoingthat,thelasttimeItrieddoing



thatshethrewitinmyfacewithherfamily.

Zweisatickingtimebomb,Itellhim everything

thatThembasaid,weknowbetterthento

ignoreThemba.Hetakeshiskeysandthekids

withthetwinsandsaysheistakingthem out

foricecream,Iwanttotellhim itsaschool

nightbutheisnothimselfsoIlethim be.

Zwe

IfeellikeIwillnevergetabreak,ifitsnotmy

deadfatheritsmydeadbrotherorthepeople

whoarealive,Ireallydon'tknowwhatmyfamily

wantsfrom,can'tIbehappyforatleastayear.I

knoweverythingthatMpandetoldmeincluding

findingmymotheritwasmyfatherslastwishes.

Me:"Wearguedfordaysbeforehedied,Iwas



soangry,hewasmakinghisproblemsmine,he

wastheonethatwantedasecondwifeandby

thenMaShanduwasalreadypregnantwith

Siyathokozaandhewassendingadelegation

togonegotiatewithoutmymothersconsent.

Shewassoangryshestartedpackingour

things,myfatherfoundusattherankandhe

toldhertoleavealonebecauseshecamealone

andtookme.ThatwasthelasttimeIsawher

untilyearslaterIwasinhighschoolfuthi,

beforeIwenttoschoolIhadtogotoopenfor

thecowsandIwentbutIheardababycryandI

followedthevoice,Londiwaswrappedina

blanketandtherewasaletterthereaddressed

tomydad,ItookLondiandwenttogiveherto

dad,hewasfirstangrybutlater,therewasno

onethathelovedmorethanher.Ofcause

Mashanduwasjealous,whenfatherwasawayI

hadtotakecareofLondi,feedherandbathe

herorshewouldbeleftalone.Fatherwould

neverbelievemewhenItoldhim becauseod



thewayshecaredforherwhenhewasaround.

Mydadwouldwatchherplaywhenhewas

aroundandwhenwouldtakehereverywherehe

went.HeoncetoldmethatLondiwasareplica

ofmymotherandwasfreespiritedandhe

remindedhim ofhereverytime.Sodaysbefore

hediedhekepttellingmethatIneedtibring

backhislove.Iwouldn'tevenknowwhereto

start"IsighandMpandekissesmyforehead,I

takemykeysandgotothenursarytogetthe

twins,Ijustwanttogetsomeairwiththekids.I

needtobreath.

Me:"Iam takingthekidsforicescream"Ishout

asthewholetrooofollowsmeout,Ichuckleat

howtheboysalwayswaitforSiyakhatotaketje

leadthentheyfollowevenSibanifollowseven

thoughheisolder,thenyouhavetherebel

Landidoesherownthing.Iputthetwinsand

Landiintheircarseats,IhadtogetanAudiQ7

forthisbigfamilyitsannoyingIdon'tevenlove



thiscar.IcallAphiwetotellherIwillbefetching,

sheneedstohelpmewiththetwins.Ifetchher

andwegeadtogateway.Thekidsareexicited,

wehaven'tbeenoutasafamilyinawhile,the

unclesusuallycometotakethem out,nowthat

IknowaboutFikaandLondiitmakessense

whyhewouldtakethem outallthetimewhen

shewasatmyplace,Ichuckleatthethought.

WearenowseatedatMacDonaldswhenalady

walksuptous

Lady:"OMGZweisthatyou?"shestridestome

atfirstIcan'trecogniseherthenasshe

approachesIseeheritsZamaoneofBongekas

friends.Goshit'sbeenawhile.Iseeshock

whensheseesthekids,Iwanttolaugh

Me:"Zamahowareyou?"Isaywhilesharingmy

frieswithLandiwhohasherownbytheway.

YayaisonthetablefacingAphiwe,theyare

feedingeachother.

Zama:"Wowsuchahugefamily,itsbeenlike



over8yearsnow,doyoustillstayhereeven"I

wanttolaughcauseshecan'thide

theshockplasteredonherface.

Me:"Iknowhey,I'vebeentoobusy,ngikhona"I

seeshewantstoaskwhereYayaisbutisafriad

toask,andIwon'ttellher,sheshouldknowher

friendskid.There'sawkwardsilenceuntil

princessstartstalking

Landi:"Ohhello,mynameisLifalandileKuthula

Zungu,Iam 5yearsoldbutyoucancallme

Landilikeeveryoneelse,MyuncleFikacallsme

KuthulaandmydadcallsmePrincess"she

sayswithawidesmile"Ohthesearemy

brothers"shestartspointing"Siyakha,

Sibanisethu,Yakhile,andthesearemytwin

brothersMlandoandMnini,youknowtheylook

somuchalikebutnowMlandohasablueand

browneye"Zamaisstandingtheresmilling.

Me:"Enoughprincess"apparentlyhermom was



likethiswhenshewasgrowingup

Zama:"Youhaveasmartonetheredon'tyou,is

shetheonlygirl"InodshelooksatAphiwe

Me:"That'smylittlesisterAphiwe,mywifeisat

home"shesmiles

Zwe:"It'sgoodtoseehowfaryou'vecome

ukhulile"shebidsgoodbyewhiletakingouther

phone.WestaytherelaughingwithLondiat

misstalkativehere.Wefinish,andweleaveI

needtobuymywifesomethingniceandget

takeawaysbecausewehaveguests.

ThelastspotisChickenLichenasIwalkwe

bumointoadrunkBongeka,shelookslikeshe

hasbeenhitbyatrain.

Bongeka:"Yewenawhereismykid"Ichuckle

becausesheislookingattheboysbutshecan't

recogniseherownchild"IphiinganyamiZwe"

shestartswailingwhichstartlesthekids,Yaya

comestomeafterstaringatherforawhile



Yaya:"Asambebaba"weleaveBongekacrying

anddrivehome.

Insert84

Yomuzi

Isotired,IknowthatZweisnotinagood

spacebutweneedtogohome,likethesekids

aredrivingmecrazy.TheyaresorestlessandI

am notsettingfootinahospitalbecauseI

knowverywellwhattheyneed.Zwemightbein

denialbutweneedtogohomeplusnayehehas

beenhavingbaddreamsanddoesn'twantto

tellmewhattheyarereallyabout.Ifindhim in

thekitcheneatinghiscocopops,yepthehabit

hasn'tdieddown.Theonlythingthatisgiving

mestresssomuchthatIam evenloosing

weight,itsbad,notwhatIwantedreally.

Me:"Nqobizizweweneedtogohome"



Zwe:"Kobeseksilekenescefesakho"whaaat?

DidhejustsayI'm annoying?

Me:"ngizosibangaiscefebecausemykidsare

theonesthatarenotdoingokay,I'vebeen

beggingyouformonthstogoconfrontyour

motherandsortyourissuesbutnowenayou

wanttodoitmesekuvumeinhliziyoyakho,if

anythinghappenstomykids,IswearZweIwill

neverforgiveyou"nxaaa!Ileavehim withhis

cocopops,I'm sopissedrightnow,heisangry

withhismotherandmykidsaresuffering

becausetheycan'tputtheirdifferencesaside.I

lookformyphone,ifZwewon'tmanupIwillfix

thingsmyself.IcallubabomncaneBheki

Bab'B:"Makoti,whatapleasantsurprise"

Me:"babaniyaphila?"

Bab'B:"Wearedoingokay,wenaninjan?"Isigh

Me:"Siyaphilababa,sihluhlwaamawelenje,

whichactuallywhyIam callingyourightnow,



noSibanifuthi"

Bab'B:"Eishmakoti,inkanikumnyeniwakho

iyaxaka,heknowsverywellthathisancestors

loveattentionsoIdon'tknowwhyheisstill

ignoringthisissue"hesighs"noMamaherehas

beenhavingdreams,wozanimakoti"

Me:"namiIwasthinkingthesamething,please

fetchgogo,ngizokfakelaupetrolmanjebaba,by

todayeveningIwillbetherebaba"

Bab'B:"Don'tworryaboutpetrolmakoti,justby

izintozesiZuluuzogaya,atleastitsMonday

todaysowehavethewholeweeksobona

ngawe"wesayourgoodbyes,Istartpacking,I

packmythingsandZwesthingstoo,Iknowhe

willthrowafitbutrightnowIwoulddoanything

forthekids.Igototheboysnurseryandpack

forthem,Ipackfortheotherkidstoo,atleast

theyareinpreschoolsoIknowtheywon'tbe

missingmuch.Ineedsomeonetofetchthem

from schoolandsomeonetodrivewith,Idon't



knowwhotocallbetweenAphiweandLondi

butIneedbothofthem.LetmejustcallLondi.I

knowsheisnotbusythisweekbecauseshe

wasmootingherscheduleseemstofree.She

staysherefornowbecauseherbrotherispetty

butshesaidsheisgoingtoAphiwe,weall

knowthat'snottrue.Icallher

Me:"Lolobabe,Ineedafavourpleasebabe,I

knowyou'rewithFikathere"shelaughs"please

comewithmesiyekhayakwaManzini,your

brotherisstillsulkingbutmykidsarenotokay,

uyaznawebahluphakanjanbra"sheisquietfor

awhile

Londi:"soonerorlaterIneedtofacemyfears,

packformeandFikaandIwillfetchthekids

andwewillleavetogether"whuuuuatleastone

personisonmyside"IwillcallAphiwe,weneed

onepersonothandwayolapha"webothlaugh

andshedropsIsendheranSMSukuthwe

mustmeetupbyMicro,Ineedtobuygroceries.



Zweislonggonemnxm.Iputthetwinsinthe

carandweheadtoMicro,Idotheshoppingand

asIwaitforLondiandAphiwe,asIam

shoppingIseethekidsrunningtowardsme

withFikafollowingthem,obvioustheboysrun

tomewhiletheMissystayswithheruncle.I

can'tevenpickthem upbecausethetwins.

Londiispushingatrolleyfullofjunk,mybrother

spoilsthisonetoomuch,buttheylookcute

together.

Londi:"sisidoesbhutiknow?"Ishakemyhead

"lolyouguysarehilarious"Ichuckle

Fika:"manjenibuyanini?"

Me:"probablySunday"

Fika:"that'sawholeweekYomuzi,intombiyami

ngiyibonenini?"Ilaugh"IwillcomeonSaturday,

nizidlaniniiymbuzi"Ilaughhardthistimecause

hisseriousbutLondirollshereyes

Londi:"UyaphibecauseI'm surethisisasmall



intimatethingforthefamily"Ilaughagain

Fika:"I'm familyYomuziismyfamily,soIwillbe

there"thesetwoarefunny,I'veneverspenttime

withthem asacouple,theyaretoocute.We

finishourshopping,Idrivewiththetwins,

Aphiwe,SbaniandSiyakhaobviously.WhatI

didn'texpectisforFikatodrivewithus,hesays

hewantstospendsomemoretimewithLandi,

nowweallknowthatthatisnottrue,hedrives

withLondi,YakhileandLanding.Thedriveis

longandboring,IwishZwewereherewithus

butmeitiswhatitis.MyphoneringsandI

answeranditsconnectedtothecarsoitgoes

onloudspeaker.

Zwe:"Muntunikuphi?"Itsaround4pm nowand

weareclosetohishome

Me:"SiyangenakwaManzinimanjebaba"he

sighs

Zwe:"whatareyoudoingthereMpandeyomuzi"



Ikeepquiet"ubabiindodaMuntu,uwenaorits

me?"

Me:"It'syou"Ichuckles

Zwe:"Sowhydomakedecisionsforlelikhaya

withouttellingme,ikhayalamilelonomaikhaya

lakho"Aphiweissoembarrassedrightnowbut

I'm notlettingZwegettome

Me:"Ikhayalabantwanabami"

Zwe:"Iynganezakhowedwalezoyini?Idon't

knowwhyyouwon'tletmejustthink,ItoldIwill

comeupwithasolutionbutwenangoba

uyphetheuyahamba"

Me:"You'vebeenthinkingforawhole4months

now,ayungadlalingamiManzini"

Siyakha:"Nsizwenye"

Zwe:"Whythefuvkam Ionloudspeaker"I

dropthecall,ifthereisonethingIwon'tdois

letmykidsbesubjectedtoswearing.



Aphiwe:"mymotherreallymessedup,it'sjust

thatshewon'tapologizebutsinceBhutcuther

offevenfinanciallyshehasbeencallingnon

stopaskingmetotalktohim ngobahedoesn't

takehercallsbutIknowbhutiandIstayedout

ofit".AfterafewminutesMWearedrivingupto

theyard,itlookslikeIhaven'tbeenherefor

years.ZwehasbeencallingbutIhavebeen

ignoringhiscalls.IseeGogoandMaShandu

sittingoutsideandbabBheki.IstopandFika

stopsnexttome,andasUsualLandirunsto

MaShandu,Istillthinktheirrelationshipisweird.

Me:"Sanibonaniekhaya"Isayjoiningthem,

LondigreetsandgoestothemainhouseI

guesssheisgoingtofetchachairforherman,

shecomesbackwithoneandFikajoinsus.

Gogo:"Makoti,asisananzi,niyaphila?Jesuare

thesethetwins,suchbigboys"shetakes

Mlandofrom Londiandinspecthim "whereis

Lifa?"



Me:"Hehadtogotowork"Idon'tcarefuthi,I

leavethem underthetreewiththekids,Iknow

nothingisgoingtohappencausegogoisthere.

Weunpackthethingsfrom thecars,thishouse

hasnofoodagain,justmaizemeal.Isigh,I

reallydon'tlikethatwhenthingsaren'tgoing

wellbetweenZweandMaShandueveryoneelse

suffers,therearekidsinthishouseforcrying

outloud.IstartwiththepotsandLondijoins

me

Me:"whatdoyouthinkFikaissayingtothatold

man"FikawenttotalktobabBheki

Londi:"Ihopeitsnothingstupid,yourbrotheris

reallypushyyhu"welaughandcontinue

cooking,laterMbalijoinsus,shedoesn'tlook

toogood.

Mbali:"Sisiyoucame,andwehavefood,

uyabonawenasakulethelwainkosi"shesays

whilemakingbreadforherself,ItellLonditofix

drinksfortheeldersoutsideandinsteadshe



callsAphiwe,shetoocan'tstandMaShandu,

angizingeni.AfterahourFikaleaveandLondi

disappearslol.Igotomylittlehouseandstart

cleaningit.WhenI'm doneit'sstartingtoget

dark,IgodishupwhileLondiandAphiwehelp

withthekids.Wesitandeatasafamilythenwe

hearacardrivein.ZwewalksINAandallthe

kidsjumptohim whilehesideeyesme.Well

hishere,that'sallthatmattersnow.

Continuation

Zwe

Mywifedrivesmecrazy,Idon'tknowwhatgave

hertheideathatdoingthingsbehindmybackis

agoodidea.IknowIam toblameforthisbutI

havemyreasons,I'm justnotreadyforwhatis

waitingformelaphakwaManzini,thedreams

I'vebeenhavingofmydadtellingmeheisnot

restingbecausehiswifeisnotathome,areone



ofthemanyreasonswhyIdon'twanttogo

home.I'm justangrypeopledothingsthen

annoyuswhentheyaredead.Myfather

marriedMaShanduwithoutmymothers

blessingasthefirstwifeandsheleftandhe

didn'tbotherlookingforher,nowI'm supposed

todothat,ngingenphi?Ontheotherhandmy

trucksarebeingattackedleft,rightandcenter,

ifitsthepoliceraidingthem theyarebeing

hijackedandstripped.NowIwasgoingtogo

homebutafterIhadsortedthisoutbutdoes

mywifelistentome?No!WhenIcalledher,I

wentoffonherandshewasjustcalm,Ilater

realisedthatIwasonloudspeakerwhich

pissedmeoffevenmorelikewhy?NowIhave

togohomeandIam justnotready.Idriveupto

thesouth,Ineedtofixmyproblems,someone

ismessingwithmymoneyandthatcan'tbe

happeningnow,theonlyreasonthepolicedon't

findanythinginthosetruckisbecauseIhave

someonewhoworksontheinside.Flashhas



beenquietfortoolongnow,itstimeavuke.

Igethomeandofcauseitsafullhouse,gogois

hereandBab'Bhekitoo.I'm starvingandfora

minuteIam gladI'm homeandthereareelders

herebecauseifwewerebackinDurban,Iwas

goingtopayforallthatshitIsaidearlieron.I

thinkImissmykidseverytimeIm notwith

them,theyjustmakemehappy,completeand

content.Theyruntome,exceptSiyakha,Ithink

itsbecauseIdidn'tpayattentiontohim whileI

wastalkingtohismom overthephone.

Me:"Nsizwenye,uright?"Henodsandcontinues

eating,Muntuisfeedinghim,theyareall

wearingpyjamasnowsoI'm guessingtheyare

readyforbed.IneedtocallLithaandfindmy

shit.Iasktobeexcused"MakhumaloI'm

hungry"IsayandwalkoutIdon'twanttowait

andseeherreactioncauseI'm pissedtoo.Iget

totheroom andmakemycall



Litha:"ShoTa'Flashzikhiphani?"

Me:"Whontwanaugrand?"

Litha:"Shoskhokhondigrandwena?"

Me:"Ngimoshekilemnganam,I'm sureyou

knowwhat'sbeenhappeningtomytrucks,I

needtofindthepersonwhoisgivingtheorder,I

don'tcareaboutthehijackersIwon'ttheperson

makingthepayment"hefiddles

Litha:"Okayoutiyami,Iwillstartlooking,but

speaktoDlamini"

Me:"Muzi?"Iask

Litha:"Shobra,kuthwaheisjoiningthegame

andheislookingtoscorebig,theonlyway

anyonescoresbighereinNatalisbyhittingyou

andtheKhumalos"ohshitnowitallmakes

sense,Nsikadidsaytherewasmoneyhe

couldn'taccountforintheiraccount

Me:"HayibrauFastyezwa,findhim andtake



him tothewarehouse,I'lldealwithhim ksasa,

thanksawthiyami"IdropthecallandMuntu

walksinfollowedbyLondi,shehasabowlwith

warm waterandLondihasmyfood.Shelooks

pissedbutIm notphased.Londiputmyfoodon

thetableandleaves,whileI'm stillwashingmy

hands,afterwipingthem Muntuhandsmemy

foodandattemptstoleave"uyaphi?"

Yomuzi:"Goingbacktothemainhouse,Istill

needtocleanthekitchenandwashthedishes"

shesayswithattitude

Me:"abasekhoabantulaykhaya?"Shedoesn't

respond"Hlalaphansi"shewantstorespond

butsomethingstopsher.Itakeoutmyphone

andcallLondi,Itellhertocleanupthekitchen

andthattheymustsleepwiththekids,Iknow

thetwinsaregoingtosleepwithgogoand

thereforetheymustpreparetheirbottlesfor

them."Whydon'tyoulistenMpamdeyomuzi?"I

askherwhileIeat,shekeepsquiet,allofthe



suddenshecan'tspeak"Ngiyakhuluma

Makhumalo"Icontinueeating"Inthismarriage

sizwangawemanje?Don'twediscussthings

beforeweinvolvefamily?"

Yomuzi:"IhavebeentryingtotalktoyouZwe,

andyouignoreme,mykidsneedtobehereand

thissillyfightbetweenMaShanduandyou

realkynhasnothingtodowithmeorthekids"I

chuckle

Me:"DidInotsayIneedsometimetothink?"

Sherollshereyes"rollyoureyesagain,yaz

uzobona"shewantstobutshecan'treadmy

facerightnow,Iknowhertoowellshewantto

seewhereIam soshecanreact"wena

uyphethenjeyoudoasyouplease,youhaveno

regardformywordatallMpandeyomuzi,thisis

myhome,Iam themankaykhayaandImake

therules,ifyou'reunhappyyoudiscussitwith

meyoudon'tgorunningtobaba,uyangizwa"I

am shoutingandstandingnow,shelooks



freakedout,good.

Yomuzi:"whenwasIsupposedtodiscussit

withyouwhenyoualwaysdismissme,Iam the

onewhostaysathomewiththeboysallday,I

am theonewhodoesn'tsleepatnightcause

theycan'tsleep,wenauleleubhekephezulu,

youcomebackhomeandyouburyyourselfin

thatofficeyakhona,manjewhenwillIdiscuss

thiswithyou,sebefileabantwanabami

ilamadloziakhinianescefe,ayZwebefair"shei

shoutingback

Me:"MpandengiyinganeyakhoyiniMina?"

Yomuzi:"Cha"

Me:"Sowhyareyoutalkingtomelike

ngiwuSiyakha?"Shelooksdownfiddlingwith

herfingers

Yomuzi:"NgiyaxolisaManzini,itsjustnaweyou

arenotbeingfaironme,Ifeellikeyou're

relaxedandyoudon'tcare"



Me:"Doyouknowhowmanyproblemsarewe

goingtoleavewithwhenweleavethisplace,I

justwantedandminutetothinkbutwenaMfazi

wamiyoudoubtme,howisthatsupposedto

makemefeelMakhumalo,Igetthatyouare

anxiousbutdoingthingsbehindmybackisnot

assistinganyone,nowIhavetolookfora

motherIdon'twhenremember,Idon'thavethe

timetondothatmycompanyisbeingattacked

andIdon'thavetimeforthisdramayalaykhaya,

Ireallydon'thavetimebutwenaMfaziwami

awuboniseki,FuckmaniMpandeyomuzi,Ireally

don'tneedthis,Ihavetomuchon!yplate,Ijust

needaminute"sheisnowsittinglikeshedidn't

disobeymeatall.I'm actuallytiredIneedto

sleepcausetomorrowisgoingtobealongday.

Insert86

Londi



Ilovemyboyfriendkakhulufuthi,I'venever

thoughtthatFikaandIwillgettoapointwhereI

am notafriadtobevocalaboutmyfeelingsfor.

It'smyFinalyear,whoopi!Thirdyearwasanot

agoodyearformeandmymarksdroppedbutI

madeitandthisyearIwillmakeitcount.There

hasbeensomuchdramasurroundingmylife

evenIdon'tknowhowImadeitthroughthe

yearbutitturnsoutthatBhutZwesproblems

werecausedbymydeadfather.Letmejusttell

youthestory.

Myfatherandmymotherwerehighschool

sweethearts.Noneofthem madeittovarsity

becauseofthecircumstancesofthattimebut

theybothcamefrom welloffamilesandwere

bothbusinessmindedandsotheystartedtheir

business,theyopenedasmalltuckshop,

apparentlyitusedbewherethetarvenisnow.

Gogosaysdadalwayswantedhisownthings,



hedidn'tlikebeggingandhewantedtodo

thingsathisownpacewithhisownterms,

hencehestartedatuckshopeventhoughitwas

clearthathedidn'tneedthemoney.Theywere

soinlovethattheycouldn'twaittogetmarried,

gogosaystheywereinseparablehencethey

wantedtogetmarriedfastbutagainmyfather

wantedtobeabletoprovideformymotherand

nothavedependonthefamily.Gogosaysby

theendofthatyear,mydadalreadyowneda

fewlivestockinthekraalandwasreadytogo

lobolamymother.Theywereyoung,verywild

apparentlyandfree.ThatDecembermymother

becameaZunguandZwewasconceived,

Augustbaby.Overtheyearstgebusinessgrew.

Mymotherwasahandsontypergirl,sheand

mydaddideverythingtogether,Zwewouldstay

athomewithGogoandlikeallcouplestrouble

cameknocking.Myfatherwantedmorekids

butmymotherwantedtoworkonthelegacy

andbuildanempiregorherfamily.Thingsgot



sobadthatmyfathercheatedandSiyathokoza

wastheresult,apparentlymymotherendedup

acceptinghim butMashandusfamilywas

hearingnonofitandtheywantedMyfatherto

marryhersincehewastheonewhotookaway

herinnocence.Mashanduwasoneofthegirls

thatworkedformymom anddadsoyoucan

imaginegowbetrayedsgefelt.Whenthiswaa

proposedmymotherwasnotwillingto

compromiseandsaidshewouldleaveifmy

fatherweretotakeasecondwife.Thisgotbad

betweenthrcouplebecausenynothernow

didn'tevenwanttotakethischildanymoreand

thatswhenmydadputhisfootdown.

ApparentlyshetriedstayingafterMashandu

movedinwhichmeantthatnow

wayeseloboliwewithoutmymothers

permission.Thetwocouldnotstandeachother.

Myfathercouldnotpleasebothhiswivesand

Siyathokozabecameasicklychildwhichmeant

thatnowZunguwouldspendmoretimewith



hisnewwife.Onthedayoftheirwedding,which

justhappenedtobemymothersbirthdaymy

motherdecidedshecouldnolongertakeitand

sosheleft.Apparentlyshedidn'teventell

anyonethatshewasleavingandleftZwe

becausesheknewthatmyfatherwilllookfor

them more.Itissaidthatmyfatherdidn'teat

forweeks,helostweightandhardlysleptat

home,helookedeverywherebutcouldnitfind

her.Eventuallylifehadtogoonandsoitwent

on.Inthoseyearstheonlythinghedidwasto

careofhisbusinessandthatmeantthat

everyonewhowaspartofhisfamilyhadto

learntheropes.Zwebecamehisrightmanfrom

anearlyageandheknewtheinsandoutsof

thebusinessesandthefarms.Indeedhis

empiregrew,hewasrespectedabdfearedin

thecommunity.Gogosayshetriedteaching

Siyathokozabuthewasspoiltandtomothered.

LaterMbaliandSnowereborn,theytoowere

spoiltwhichannoyedmyfather.Onedayhe



wenttoDurbanonabusinesstripandge

bumpedintomymother,hetriedconvincingher

tocomebackhomebutsherefused.They

endedupinbedIthinkIwasaproductofthat

life.Theyneversaweachotheragain,12

monthslatersheleftmeatthemygrannies

frontdoor,withanotewithmyname,mybirth

certificateandabagwiththatbelongedtome.

Gogosaysthattherewasalettertometooand

thatwhenIam readyshewillgiveittome.

Gogosaysthatbrokemyfatherevenhepushed

Zweharder,Iwastheappleofhiseyeandwas

spoiltbyhim apparently,Idon'tremember.a

yearlaterAphiwewasborn.Whenitwastime

formetostartschoolMashandutookmeand

from thereIkindaknewthatthingswouldnever

bethesame.

Sohereweare.MybrotherZwe,hiswife,

myselfandFika.Weareatthegateofa



MansionatIzinkwazi,apparentlythiswherewe

willfindmylonglostmother.

Continuation

Yomuzi

WellIam happytosaythatthingswentwelland

mykidshavesomepeacebuttheyarenotout

ofthewoodsentirely.TheissueofZwe's

mother,shehastobefoundandbroughthome

apparentlyamadloziakoManziniawathokozile

ngokunyamalalakwakhewhichthenmanifests

itselfthroughourkidsrestlessness.Itsbeen

almost2monthsafterthewholethingy.First

thingisthatZwehadneversharedwithmethat

MaShanduwasnothisandLondi'sbiological

motheruntilaftertheincidentevenafterthathe

stilldidn'twanttotalkaboutit.IthoughtI

shouldletitgohewilltalkaboutitwhenhis



ready.Hehasn'tbeenreadyforalongtime.

WhenGogotoldwhatheshoulddo,hegot

angry,Ihadtocalm him downandremindhim

thatthiswasn'tabouthim butaboutthekids

andsohishasbeendrinkinglikeafishfrom

then.TheonlytimeZweisnotdrunkisonlyin

themorningandthat'sifhecamehomeearly.

Mybrothershelpedwiththewhereaboutofhis

mother.SecondlyhismotherisThandiwe

Dlamini,listenthisladyisoneofthemost

successfulblackwomeninKZN,sheissmart

andgoaldrivenanddraftsthebestbusiness

proposalsever,I'm afany'all,mymotherinlaw

isBOSS!Butmyhusbanddoesn'twanttoreach

out,itslikehisdealingwithsomepainthathe

refusestoacknowledgeanddealwithandI'm

gettingtired.Idon'twanthim togettoapoint

ofnoreturnbuthisshuttingmeout.Ifthereare

afewthingsIhavelearntaboutZweinthe

yearswehavebeentogetheristhathehas

neverhadagotoguy.Wellunlikemyself,I



alwayshadsomeonetotalktobesidesmytwin

brother,mysiblingsandIbelievedinsharingso

wehadourgotopersonbetweeneachother

whereasyenahedidn'thavethat.SoIbecame

hisgotoperson,orsoIthoughtbutthesepast

weeksIfeellikeIam loosinghim.Zwegrewup

fightingtobethebest,toprovethathecould

andalsoshowthathisresponsinle.Hehadto

growatanearlyage,whenhismatescame

backfrom schoolandchillbythetuckshopand

checkoutgirlsyenahehadtocomebackdo

homework,gofetchthecattlefrom grazing,go

byallhisfathersshopsanddothestock

checkingandbalancethebooksbeforehis

fathercametocheckwhethereverythingwas

okay.Onweekendswhenhecouldbewithhis

friends,hewaseitherworkingatoneofhis

fathersshopsortarvenorhewasstockingfor

alltheshops.Hesaysbytheageof14hecould

drivesohecoulddoallthesethings.He

becameaveryresponsiblemanataveryyoung



age,buthealwayssaystherearealotofthings

thathemissedoutofjustbecauseofthose

tasks.Wheneverhespokeabouthisfather,

whichhehardlydid,Iwouldonkynhearhowhe

resentedhim.Hesaysthatonweekendswhere

hisbdadwasoutoftownheknewthathis

stepmotherwouldhaveafielddaybullyinghim

andlateronLondibecamethevictim.

ItsaSaturdayeveningandIam homealone

withthetwins,therestofthekidsarewithLihle,

itstheweekendandIjustneedtobreath.Ineed

adrink,justonestrongdrink,butIcan't

becausemybabiesarestillenjoyingmyboobs.

Hecomesinreekingofalcoholandstaggering.

Thishasgoneonforfartoolong

Zwe:"Muntuwami"hesays,youknowhowbad

alcoholsmellswhenyou'renotdrinkingit.I

moveawayashetriestokissme."Awyini

manje,youwantmetobegyoumnxm"heturns



awayleavingatthedinningroom table,ashe

turnsIseeaverybiglovebiteofhischesthis

wearingavest,soIcanseeitclearly.Thishurts

butIholdmytearsastheytrytoescape.

Me:"uvelaphiManzini?"heturnstolookatme

again"whenwillyoustopthischildishbusiness,

yourproblemsarenotgoingtodisappearjust

becauseyougotdrunk.

Zwe:"You'renotmymother,youdon'tgetto

tellmewhentonotdrunk,ngimdalakabiMina"

mxm

Me:"actlikeanadultphelaandstopallthis

nonsense."

Zwe:"Aveusibangaiscefemewtholaithuba

yeeeses!"Hesoundsangry,hejustsaidI'm

nagginghim.Hepourshimselfadrinkatthe

dinningroom "Idon'twanttofindthatwoman,if

sheeverlovedusshewassupposetobackfor

us,sheknowswheresheleftus,whyam Ithe



onewhohastofixallthesethings,wherewasI

whentheywerebusyhavingajolwithher

husband,nowIneedtocleanuptheirmess,

hayifuvk"atleasthistalkingtoday

Me:"Soyou'regoingtodrinkandsleepwiththe

wholeofDurbanbecauseyouhavedaddyand

mommyissuesNqobizizwe"hewasshocked

whenImentionedthecheating"Iam herefor

youwhatIwon'tdoiscomfortamanwholeft

hishousetocomfortelsewhere,you'renot

differentfrom yourfather,you'vebecomeanda

cheat"Hethrowstheglasshisholdinginhis

handatmeandluckilyhemisses,theglasshits

thewallandhisdrinkisallovertheWall.Ijust

cleanedthesewalls.

Zwe:"Don'tyoudarecomparemetothatman"I

reallywanttocrybutIwon'tbecausehewill

wontbecausehewillwanttocomfortandIwill

keyhim

Me:"Butyouarebecomingthatman"he



quicklycometome,pullingmetohischestand

there'sthathickey.Ipushhim away"stayaway

from me,Ican'tbelieveyou'rereallygoingto

thatfuckboyZwe.Aftereverythingwe've

through?"Helooksdownnotknowingwhatto

say.Igoitothetwinsnurseryandtakethem to

myroom,Igetitandlockmydoor.ThenIstart

crying,whyismyZweturningonme.

Continuation

Zwe

Ifthereisonepersonwhoisneverentirely

happy,ithastobeme.Uyabonamina,

happinessisnotforme,ngivikalokhukuvele

lokh.ButifthereisonethingIam gratefulforit

hastobeMywife,IneverthoughtI'dhave

anyoneinmycornerlikethat,andoneofthe

thingsIlikeaboutisherhonesty,IloveMpande,

Ithinkthat'swhereGoddidn'tgowrong.I'm



goingthroughthemostandI'm tiredofoff

loadingtomywife,Ifeellikeeachyear,ifnot

month,therearemoreissuesthatmyfamily

andIbringtothetable.Ihavedoneeverything

formyfamilybutnothingisenough,thatold

manZungustilldoesn'twanttoseemehappy.

Mylifewhilemydadwasalivewasnoteasyall.

IsometimesfeltlikeIwasadopted.Thingsgot

worsewhenmymotherjustdisappearedafter

mydadtookasecondwife.WhatIdon'tgetis

whyshenevercamebackforme,atleastwhen

shewasaroundIwastreatedlikeachildthatI

was.WorseshedroppedLondilejustlikeshe

didtome.NowIhadtoplayherrolejustto

makesuremylittlesisterwasfine,whenmy

dadwasnotaroundLondiandIwouldstarve

butluckilyIhadaccesstotheshopssoI'dtake

careofthatbitbutfactstillremainedwewere

tobestarved.Icouldn'tevenmakefriends.My

motherleftandneverlookedbackbutMinaI

havetogolookforher.Sheistopbusiness



mogulnotoncedidshethinkmaybeweneed

her.Irememberthisonetime,hercompany

approachedmetodoafewdeliveriesforthem

butIjustcouldn't,Istilldon'tunderstandwhy

sheneverreachedouttouswithallthemoney

shehas.

I'vebeendrinkingfrom thedayGogotoldwhat

needstobedone.Ifeellikeloosingmyselfnje

andnotthinkofanythingandtheonlywaythatI

canachievethatisthroughthebottlebutIthink

todayImessedup.Therewasthisgirlwhokept

checkingmeout,skinnyyellowbone,thatused

tobemytypeduntilImetMpande.Shecame

overtoourtablewhereIwaswithLitha.She

wasfuckensexybafwethu,shejoinedusand

wecontinueddrinkinguntilitwastimeforme

toleave,ImissedmywifeandkidsdoIhadgo

eventhoughIknewI'dfindmywifepissedat

home.Shefollowedmeoutandwestarted



makingoutbymycarandshetoldmewe

shouldtakethistoherplace,andboywasI

readybutwhenItookoutmykeyfrom my

pocketmyeyesimmediatelyfellonmyring,my

heartdroppedwhenIthoughtofmywifeat

home,IpromisedherafterSiyakhaandYaya

thatI'dstopbeinganass.SoItoldtheladythat

IwasmarriedandIjustcan'tplaylikethatandI

lovemywifekids,ifsheweretohearorseethis,

shewoulddieandIwoulddiewithher,soIleft

herthereandwenthome.WhatIdidn'tseewas

thatsheleftafuvkenlovebiteonmychest,

closertomyshoulder,Ionlysawitwhen

Mpandementioned.Shereallyhitaneverwith

mymommyanddaddyissuesandIlostitwhich

shouldn'thavehappenedatall.

LastIendedupsleepinginourguestroom

becauseshelockedmeoutofourbedroom.I

knockedforthelongesttime,Iapologisedbut



nothingeventually,Igaveupandwenttothe

guestroom.Iam gratefulthatthetoddlerswere

notaround.Iwakeupandgotoourbedroom,

onSundayssheusuallysleepsin,butIdon't

findherthere,Ipanicandrunaroundthehouse

butIfindherinthekitchenfeedingthetwins

andI'm relieved.Theboysarehappytoseeme,

I'm gettingusedtoMlandoseyes,Ithinkits

cute.IstandnexttoMpande,andshedoesnot

makethemistakeoflookingatme.

Me:"Muntuwami"shecontinueswithwhatshe

isdoingandsaysnothingtome"MakaSiyakha"

stillnothing,IguessIneedtotalk"Iam so

sorryformybehaviourthesepastweeks

nothingjustifiesmyactions,I'm reallysorryfor

pushingyouawayandturningtoalcoholand

makingourhomeanunhealthyenvironmentfor

youandthekids.IbottledupthingswhichI

shouldn'thavedoneanditgotoutofhand.Last

nightIknowIpushedyoutothelimit,Ididn't



sleepwiththatgirlbaby,Ipromise"forthefirst

timesinceIwalktohershelooksup,mybaby

iscrying,Itrytoholdherbutshemovesaway,"

Pleasedon'tcrymylove,ithurtsmeseeingyou

cry,celaungakhaliMashobane"itslikeI've

askedtowailnowcauseshelet'sitallout,it

likesomeonedied"Ngiyaxolisasthandwasami,

pleaseforgivemengiyacelabandla"theaunty

hehelpsuscomesrunningin,sheseesusand

quicklytakesthetwinsawayandIam leftwith

mywife.I'vemessedup,Mpandehardlycries,

anditsneverlikethis.SheisstillcryingandI'm

loosing

Yomuzi:"Iwantmybrother"oohoh.Noways

Me:"Ahbabyyoucan'tdothat,everytimewe

haveproblemsyouwillcallNsika"that'snot

eventheissueyazbutIknowwhenweinvolve

herbrothersthingswillgetworse,shepushes

meawayandwipesherfacewithherhands,

geezthere'ssnorteverywhere.



Yomuzi:"Soyoucangooutanddrinkand

whorearoundandminaIcan'tgotomybrother,

you'rebeinganass"

Me:"BabyhowwillyourbrothersrespectmeifI

can'thandlemyownhouse"

Yomuzi:"AndwhosefaultisthatZwe?"She

huffs,ohshe'sback,ngizotshelwaiyndabazami

manje.

Me:"LookMakaLandile,Imessedupbigtime.I

swearIdidn'tsleepwiththatgirl,IadmitIwas

temptedbutIwalkedawaybabybecauseI

couldn'timaginemylifewithoutyou.Iknow

thatcheatingisatiebreakerandI'm sorryfor

eventhinkingofexposingourmarriagetothat.I

admitforthepastfewweeksI'vebeenanass,I

didn'twanttofacemyproblems,Ijustwanteda

distractionsomethingthatwouldputmest

easeandthatwasthebottlelove.Iseenow

thatitmadethingsworse.Ifthereisonething

thatcan'taffordtoloseitsyouandmykids,



especiallyoverpeoplewhoseem liketheynever

cared.I'm sorrybabe,Iam goingtofixthis,Iwill

gotalktomymother,I'lldoanythingtomake

thishouseahomeagain.Anythingtomakeyou

happy,IpromiseInevereveractoutofangry

andputyourlifeatrisk,Iwillnevereverhurtyou,

physicallyoremotionally.Ngiyacela

MaKhumalopleaseforgiveandwalkthis

journeywithme"shestandsupandstarts

walkingawayandIstayseatedonthefloor.

Yomuzi:"Ayawungiyeke,dowhatyoumustand

leavemeoutofit,Itriedputyoupushedme

away,drinkoffevenfatherthewholecountryI

don'tcareanymore,leavegostaywithyour

girlfriend.Idon'tneedthisZwe,Ireallydon't"

shewalksaway.Ireallymessedup,yousee

alcohol.

Sorryitshortbutwewillworklikethistillafter

exams



Continuation

Zwe

Itsbeenthreeweeksnowandthesilent

treatmentiskillingme,Mpandeisnottalkingto

meatall.Ifyou'reontheoutsideyouwould

neversee,ohshe'sgoodthekidsdon'tevensee.

Ican'ttakeit,Ibegeveryday,literallyeveryday

butnoresponse.Idon'twanttoaskherbrother

whattodocausethatwouldbeinvolvingthem

inourmarriage,whichIaskedhernottodo.Igo

toworkandcomeback,stillnochanges.Istill

callherasIusedtobutshedropsmycalls.I

buygiftsandifshedoesn'tthrowthem away

shegivesthem tothegogowholooksafterthe

kids.TodayisthelastThursdayofthemonth

andusuallyweusuallygoouttoeatasafamily

atanewrestaurantsomewherearoundDurban



buttodayIdon'tknow,likeangaz.I'm even

loosingweight,IknowIwasajerkandIregret

everythingthatIdidandsaid,Ijustwantmy

wifeback.ListenI'vetriedeverythinginthe

booklutho.Herfamilystoppedcomingover

acceptNsika,Iwonderwhy?Igethomeafter

workandIfindhertalkingtotheboysitsounds

serious

Yomuzi:"Youmustunderstandthatfamilyis

important,itcomesfirst"theynod,"Siyakhano

onemusthitanyofyourbrotherswhileyou're

aroundandnooneshouldevertouchyour

sister"henods"yourjobasabigbrother,you

andSbaniistoprotectyoursiblings,siyezwana"

theynod"youtooYaya"

Yaya:"Butmawethu,thatboywasbigandtall"

Mpandelooksathim foraverylongtime

Yomuzi:"WipethosetearsYakhile,you

rememberthestoryofDavidandGoliaththatI

toldyouboysabout?"Theyboysnod"tellme



whatdoesitsay"

Yaya:"ThatDavidwassmallandGoliathwas

bigbutDavidhitthebigguy"Iwanttobepartof

thisbutIdon'twanttodisturbthismoment

Yomuzi:"Yesthat'struenowwhat'sthelesson

from thatSbani?"

Sbani:"MawethuyousaidthatDavidwasa

smartboyandhecameupwithasmartwayof

hittingGoliath,sowehavetobesmarttoo"my

wifedoesalotwithoutmeknowingyaz,she

looksupatmeandsmiles,shesmiledatme.I

walkuptoherandkissherforeheadandshe

let'sme.

Yomuzi:"Yourkidsdecidedtohitsomeboy

todayatschoolandIwasaskedtocomefetch

them"thattimeIthoughttheyweretheones

whogotabeating

Me:"Ithoughtitwasthem whogotabeating,

whyareyouguystalkingaboutDavidand



Goliath"I'm soconfusedrightnow

Yomuzi:"Theboysneedtolearntobesmart,

theyarenotsmartatall,theyshouldhave

waiteduntiltheteacherwasgoneortookthat

boytothetoiletthat'sbeingsmart"

IpullhertothesidecauseI'm shockedatwhat

shejustsaid"What?Don'ttouchmelikethat"

ohwe'rebackatmissattitude."Nooneshould

bullymykidsandgetawaywithit,theywill

defendthemselveswhennecessary,theyjust

havetobesmartaboutit"Isighcausethere's

nowayI'm changinghermindonthisonewe

willgavetotalkaboutitoncewe'recool.We

movebacktothethreeboysandItellthem to

gototheTVroom.

Me:"listenbabeI'm sorry,butthisnottalkingto

methingiskillingme,Ican'tanymore"she

looksatmelikesheisthinking

Yomuzi:"okaybutthingswillgobacktonormal



onlyifyouagreetogomeetupwithyourmom

andtalk"ohwowthat'ssmartofher"thoseare

myconditions"Inodandpullherinforakiss,a

longpassionatekiss,I'vemissedmywifeandit

seemslikeshehadmissedmetoo.Ipickherup

andweheadtotheguestroom,istoofar.As

soonaswegetthereIlockthedoorbehindme,

andgentlyputheronthebed

Yomuzi:"NoforeplayZwe,Ihaven'thadsexfor

morethenamonth"Igrinandripoffthedress

sheiswearing,Iputmythumbonherclitand

shegoescrazy,she'ssowetrightnow,Itakeof

mypantsandveleGwabiniisready,Iinsert

myself,itfeellikehome.Wearepoundingat

eachotherlikerabbits,allsortsofposition's.

Wegooneforawhile,I'vemissedmywifeandI

ain'tlettinganyonekissmeeveragain.Itjust

wasn'tworthit.

Me:"Babe"

Yomuzi:"hmmm"wearecuddling



Me:"Ngiyaxolisalikeforreal,thismonthof

silencehadtaughtmealotandIdon'twantto

findmyselfwherewewereeveragain,Iknow

theonlyreasonyouactuallyspoketomeis

becauseyouwerehornyandnotthatyouhave

forgivenme"shechucklescausesheknowsits

true"pleaseforgivemebabe"

Yomuzi:"I'm reallydisappointedthatafter

everythingwehadbeenthroughyoustill

couldn'ttalktomeandworseyouwentoutside

ourmarriagetoseekcomfortfrom another

woman,thathurtmeanditbrokeme"shesighs

"Lithatoldmewhathappenedandyouloosing

weightwasjustnotworthit,allthatmuscle

babe,Iwantitback"welaugh

Me:"Weshouldbothgobacktothegym you've

lostalltheweighteventheoneyou'renot

supposedtoloose,I'm reallysorrymuntuwami

IpromisethatIwillcometoyouwitheverything

thatbothersmeandshenods.There'saknock



onthedoor

Voice:"baba"itsSiyakhahistheonlyonethat

callsusthewaitsforaresponse

Me:"Mmmmh"

Siyakha:"Malum Fikauthiangikubizewena

noMuntu"

Me:"Okayboysiyeza"

Siyakha:"Shesha"Mpandelaughs

Me:"yourboyuyangijwayela"wegetoutofbed

andlookforatowelcausemadam doesn'thave

anythingtowearinguboistorn.Shegoesupto

takeaquickshowerandIattendtoFika.Ifind

him talkingtoLandi

Fika:"Yourparentsareannoying"hesayswith

heronherlap

Landi:"Whatsannoying?"

Fika:"Yourparents"Ilaugh



Me:"leavemykidalone,comehereprincess"

shecomesuptomeandgivesmeabigkiss

andhug

Landi:"I'vemissedyoudaddy,uncleFikacame

tofetchusatschoolbecauseSiyakha,Yaya

andSbanihitNhlalobutItoldtheteacherthat

NhlalohitYayafirstbutmissdidn'tlistenso

Malum cametofetchusandmommysaidshe

wantstohaveawordwiththeboys"

Fika:"Yourdaughterisaradiogogo"welaugh

"Lihlewaslikethistoo,weneverdidorsaid

anythinginfrontofherbecauseshewouldspill

thebeans"welaughagain

Me:"SouLihleloofuziseinganyamikabikanje"

welaugh"Landilegocallyourmother"Istand

upandpouraglassofwhiskeyforFikaandgive

ittohim,hesmellsitandrunstothetoilet,

Mpandewalksin

Yomuzi:"What'swrongwithhim"Ishrug,Fika



comesback

Fika:"Thatwhiskeyiyabhedathrowitaway"

uyahlanyalo"doyouhavecoke,ngathi

ngingadlaigwinyabecokenamuhla"Mpande

andIlookathim "Yini?""InfactIwantbraaid

meetandpap,yaseYadini"haaibowhat'sup

withhim

Yomuzi:"Iwantchampaign"Ilookather,she's

breastfeeding"what?Ihaven'tbeenoutofthe

houseinmonths,Ineedtobreath,andI

stoppedbreastfeedinglikeamonthago,Mnini

doesn'twantitsoIhadtomakeMlandostop

tooandhejuststoppedwithnohassle"

Me:"What?Youstoppedwhen?Howcomeyou

didn'ttell?"Sherollshereyes

Fika:"Letmecalltheguys,I'llfetchLondi"

Me:"Shehasclasses"heshakeshisheadin

disagreement

Fika:"Shedoesn'thaveclassesonfriday,for



someonewhopaysherfeesyoudon'tknowshit

abouther"helaughs,idiot

Me:"Fuseg"mywifeislonggone

Fika:"namingisayolandaumfazwami,seeyou

thereinthenexthourokay"

Me:"Ungazodakwawena,umfazwakho

umkhiphelemalini,ungangdini"theidiotlaughs

andtakeshiskeysandleaves.Mybeautifulwife

comesbackwearingacamouflagejumpsuit

withwhiteallstarsherdreadsaretiedupin

neatbun.Shelooksamazing,sheiswearing

oneoftheperfumeIboughtafewdaysago,I

guessshedidn'tthrowawayallmygifts.Ijust

rememberedthatafewyearsagoshebought

meajumpsuittoo,soIgouptokissesandgo

changeintothatjumpsuitandallstarstoo.

WhenIwalkdownandmuntuistalkingtothe

boysagainshelooksupandsmiles,I'vemissed

allofthis.



Yomuzi:"Somommyanddadaregoingoutand

Iwon'tbeheretoputyoutobedbutIwantyou

tobehaveyourselfyezwa,ningamhlumphi

uGogoziyezwa"theynodweshouldgetgoing,

shekissestheirforeheads"Iloveyouguys

rememberthat"andthechurchsings"welove

youtoo"Iseriouslyneedtospendmoretime

withmykidstherelationshipwithMpandeis

amazing.Kmelengishitshukwenza.Ikissthe

kidstoo.Landiisbusysulkinginherbedroom

andMpandewenttospeaktoher,Ican'thandle

asulkingLandi,Icouldstayandnotgo

anywhereifIseeher.Isneakouttowork

everydaybecauseshecriesandendupbeing

late.Sometimeshedoesn'tgotoschoolwhen

I'm athome,apparentlyshecrieseverymorning

whenshehastogotoschoolandwhenI'm

aroundshesworse.Soshejustdoesn'tgo

whenI'm around.Mpandefinallycomesdown

andweleave,Iopenherdoorandshegetsin,I

goaroundandgetintoo.WeheadtoeYadini



Yomuzi:"YourchildisspoiltandthedayIhither

uzobona"

Me:"Hawumuntushe'sallowedshe'stheonly

girl,myonlygirlbabe,justlether"shegivesme

anastylook

Yomuzi:"HayiZwe,stop!Sparetherodspoilthe

child"

Me:"Ahhhhnowwemusthit,changeke,listen

MinaIgrewupngishaywaandlookhowIturned

out,angryandresentful,Idon'twantthatwith

mykidsnowcanwedropit"thisisactually

irritatingmecauseIknowshespanksthekids

andIdon'tlikeitatallbutIjustletitgobecause

I'llneverheartheendofit.

Yomuzi:"WhatevernamiIhaveasay,I'm their

motherandIstaywiththem morethenyou"

whatdidIsay,letmejustbequietandthere's

silenceuntilwegettoeYadini.Itspackedbut

itsaThursdayKantdon'tpeoplework.Nsika



wavesatusandtheloverleavesmebehind,I

guesswearebackatfighting.Ifollowbehind

them untilwegetthereandtheyareseatedtwo

bytwo,MpandegoestositnexttoNsikaandI

hegotothem,Idon'tknowwherethisoneis

goingbecauseNsikaissittingwithMahle.Igo

tothem too,ngizothinike,Ipullherupand

makehersitonmylap.

Nhlahla:"Areguyseveratpeace"aaibothey

mustleaveusalone

Yomuzi:"letusbeplease"andshekissesmy

foreheadandwe'rebackbahlali.

Fika

Iam sohungryitsnotfunny.Ieatallthetime

andIam needywhichisnotagoodthing.Ialso

gettiredekseningivuka,Ireallydon'tknow

what'shappeningtome.Alothasbeengoing

onbutIam happythatIwillbecrossingoverto



thefollowingyearwithmyboo.Ineedtothank

oKhumaloforgivingmeasecondchanceat

love.WhoknewthatI'dfindlovelaphaeduze.I

loveLondimorethananythinginthisworld.I'm

atpeacewhenIam withher.It'slikeI'm anew

creationalltogetherwhenIam withher,she

becomesmycalm.MydemonslaylowwhenI

am withher.Thesexisamazingfuthi.Iswear,

Lolowascreatedforme.Theywayshelaughs

carelesslyeverytime.Whensheisangryshe

goessilent,notaword.Ithinkthathastobeher

worsttraits,shedoesn'ttalkwhensheisangry,

I'vetriedreasoningwithherwhenitcomesto

thisbutshesaysshe'dratherbequietthanlater

regrettingwhatshehassaid.Rightnowthough

we'reatagoodplace.Zwehascomearound,I

think,hedoesn'tpasssillyremarksaroundus

anymore.Yomuzisaysthat'sbecausehehasa

lottodealwith.WeareheadedtoChristmas,

andmybabyhastogohome,2dayslefttill

Christmas,I'vebeggedhertocomehomewith



mebutsherefusessayingshecan'tletAphiwe

bestuckbyherself.YesIdidsulk.

Shewalksdownlookingupset,Londihas

gainedweight.Infactfrom Septembershehas

beenweird,hereatinghabitsaresoweird.Mine

toobutluckilyIstillhitthegym.What'sweirdis

howneedysheis,Londiisnotneedybutthese

pastfewmonthsshehasbeenatmyplace

almostallthetime.IsometimesIhadtofetch

herinthemiddleofthenightbecauseshe

wouldcallsayingthatshemissesme.Yesall

thatisniceuntilthistimeshemademeshower

becausetheperfumeIwaswearingsmeltbad.I

won'tmentionhowmuchshehatesFish....Oh

myfuck!She'spregnant,whydidn'tIseethis.

Londi:"Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Sheisnowstandingbythefridgewithitsdoor

wideopen,Ican'thidemyhappiness,Ihavea

hugegrinonmyfacerightnow.



Me:"Ngikbukakanjanbaby"sheroleshereyes.

Takesoutstrawberriesandbananasandplain

yogurt,shewalkstothecardboardandtakes

outtheblender.Iguesssheismakinga

smoothy.

"Aren'tyougoingtohaveproperbreakfast?"I

ask,sheneedstoeatproperfoodisn'tshe?

Londi:"Ican'tdownanythingthesedays,

cabangaizoloIwashavingahotdogon

campus,yaveleyabuyayonke"shesays

clappingherhands.Ineedtotakehertoseea

doctorasinnow.

Me:"I'm sorrytohearthatbabe,letmetakeyou

toadoctor"

Londi:"Hayi!it'snotthatdeep.I'llbefine"thisis

harderthanIhadexpected.

Me:"Comeon,veleweneedusethatMedical

aid,unyakauyaphelamanjeandwehaven't

useditall"whichistrue,Iputheronmymedical



aidjustincaseofanemergency.Aftershe

miscarriedIsawhowdifficultitwasforusto

getimmediateattention,soItookher

documentswithoutherknowledgecauseshe

wouldhaverefused.

Londi:"Whatmedicalaid?"

Me:"Discovery"

Londi:"Don'tbesmartMdala"shesnaps,

there'sthattoo.Shesnapsallthedamntime.

Me:"Don'tsnapatme,Iputyouonmedical

aid..."shedoesn'tletmefinish

Londi:"Why?ItoldyouIdon'tlikeitwhenyou

dothingsformewithoutmypermission,Idon't

evenneedthatmedicalaidmncm"Thisisthe

lifeIlivebakwethu.

Me:"firstofalldon'tshoutatme,secondlyyou

doneedmedicalaid,yoursinusesaregetting

worse,sostopannoyingmeandgoputon

someshoessowecangotothedoctor"she



startstearing"don'teventhinkaboutcryingwe

aregoingtothatdoctor,nowsheshisa"Iquickly

leavetheroom beforeshecries,causethatcan

actuallymakemechangemymind,IputonaT-

shirtandtakehershoes,IsendNhlanhlaa

messagetellinghim Iam comingovertoNoma

thoughandhesendsmehernumber,sayinghis

notNomasPA,dramaticmucharen'twe.SoI

givehercallwhileIm takingLondisthings.She

saysImustpullthroughshewillsqueezeusin.

IfindLondidrinkinghersmoothy.

Me:"Asambe"angingeneki,Itakeherhandand

headout.Ourdrivetothehospitalisquiet,

anginandabaIwon'tbebulliedbyLonditoday.

WhenwearriveIgooutandshefollowsme,no

dooropeningwhatsoevertoday.

Londi:"whyarewegoingtoapediatricians?"

Me:"NomaistheonlydoctorwouldgetngoLast

minute,sheagreedsqueezeusin"wereach

NomasdoorandNhlanhlaopens



Nhlanhla:"MaZungu,awsaziwa"helooksatme

andlaughs,Iguessheknows,webrohug"took

youlongenoughtonotice"

Ilaugh

Me:"Shedoesn'tknow"Itrytowhisperwe

continuetolaugh.

Noma:"NhlanhlaleavesoIcanstartconsulting"

shesayswithanattitude.Isshealsopreggies?

Me:"Isshealsoknockedup,thatwouldbeso

awesome"wegigglelikekids

Nhlanhla:"Ithinkso,sherefusestotakethe

test"welaughagain.Nhlanhlawalksawayand

weproceed

Noma:"HowmayIhelpyoubigbrother"I

chucklebutshe'ssoseriousnottheNomawe

havetoknow.

Me:"Ithinkwe'repregnant"Lololooksshocked

whileNomalaughs



Noma:"Yourbrotherthinkssoaboutmetoo,I

guessitsaKhumalothing"Londiisnowtoo

quietformyliking"Londiwhatdoyouthink?

Whenwasyourlastperiod"Ianswer

Me:"15weeksago"theybothlookatme

displeasedmightIadd

Londi:"mightaswellpeeonthestickforme

whilstwe'reatitmnxm"shelookspissedsoI

won'tlaugh."Thisdoesn'tmakesense,we

alwaysuseprotectionandI'm onthepill"she

lookslikeshe'sreallythinking,Iactuallymight

haveanideaofwhenithappened.

Noma:"Let'swemedothetestandcheckyou

outbeforewegetaheadofourselvesnow"she

callLondiandtheyheadtotheback,theyare

goneforawhilethentheywalkbackwithNoma

holdingawhitecupwithastickstickingout.

"Let'swaitafewminutesthenwewillknow"

Londisideeyesme.Ipraysheispregnant."Well

itlookslikeyou'repreggiesbabe,letsgotothe



ultrasound,canIbeexcited?"Shesays

clappingherhands

Londi:"NO"I'm excited!Iwanttorollmyeyes,

shegoesandlaysonthebedclosebyandlifts

upherdress,Nomadoeshermagic.

Noma:"Khumalocomesee"Idon'tneeda

secondinvitation,sengkhona.Sheshowsmea

dot,itsabigone."Congratulationsbabe,You're

4monthspregnant"Londistartscrying

Londi:"ButIdon'twanttobepregnantNoma"

Ohbabe,you'llbefine,I'llbewithyoueverystep

ofthewayandFikaherewillbethere"

Londi:"Idon'twantababy,Iwanttobealawyer,

Iwanttograduateandtraveltheworld"

Me:"Youcanstillbealawyerbabe,graduate

andtraveltheworld.I'llbethereeverystepof

theway"sheisstillsobbing

Londi:"YoudidthisonpurposeFika,Iam so

young"sheisreallynothappy.Nomawhipsoff



thegelandshepullsdownherdressandleaves,

Ifollowbehindwithherbag.WhenIgettothe

carsheisstandingbythecar,Iopenitandshe

jumpsinweneedtogotoclicksforherpills

Nomagavemeherprescription.Wegetto

gatewayanditdoesn'tlooklikesheiscoming.

Me:"ManjekwenziwenjankeLondilengoba

usukhulelwe,ngenzenjan?"

Londi:.......

Me:"Angikwazinokujabulau5minute,please

comeoutsowecangobuyyourmedication"I

gooutandgotoherside,Ipullheroutandwe

headtoclicks.Idoeverythingbymyself,sheis

nottalkingatall,eventheshopping.Ithinkshe

ishungrycauseshejustwalkspastmeand

headstoTasha'sandIfollow,weorderandeat

whilenoonesaysanything.Ineedtotalkto

Themba.



WellLondiisleavingtodayandshestillhasn't

saidawordtome,Ihaven'tseenherpacking

though.Lastnight,IdidallthetalkingandI

sincerelyapologisedaboutgettingherpregnant.

Sheleftmethereandwenttothespare

bedroom andcriedherselftosleep,Icarriedher

toourbedroom.She'sbeeninthebedroom all

morningonherphone.

Me:"babe,whattimeam Idroppingoffat

home"

Londi:"Soveleuzofikaungmithisebese

uyangixosha"whendidIchaseheraway,wasn't

shetheonethatsaidshewon'tbecomingwith

mebecauseshedoesn'twanttoleaveAphiwe

byherself.YouknowwhatIm notdoingthis

today.

Me:"Iam drivingupngo4withNhlanhlaand

Noma,pleasestartpacking,ifyouneed

anythingfrom theshopstellmenow,Idon't

wanttobestucktherentambama"shejust



glaresatme."Minaangsazike,kwenziwenjan!"

Thesilenttreatmentisgoingtobethedeathof.

Londi:"doyouknowukuthuMaShandu

uzosizakalangami,allmylifeIhavebeen

comparedtoAphiwe,nowIam pregnant

withoutadegreeandjoblessandtoanold

man"

Me:"IsthatwhatIam toyouLondi,anoldman

nje,howwilleveryoneelserespectour

relationshipifyoudon't,youremindmeevery

secondyougetthatIam old.DidInotwantto

paylobolaforyouandyourefused,Ibeggedfor

monthstomarrymebutyousaidyouwantto

focusonyourselffirstandIletyou.Itoldyou

gobuythestupidmorningafterpillandyou

didn't,Iwaslateforwork.Youstilldidn'tremind

meafterwork.From whereIam standingyou're

theonewhokeepscomparingyourselfto

Aphiwenottheotherwayaround!"I'm pissed

Londi:"Angizwanga"....maybeIpushedit"So



nowit'smyfaultthatIam pregnant?Wow,just

wow!Youwe'relateforwork?Didn'tItellyou

thatwemustuseprotectionbecauseIwas

tiredandIwouldforget,youknewverywell

whatyouweredoingnowIam pregnant,letme

sulk"

Me:"UyathandaukuzenzaiVicticm njewena"

Londi:"Ayfuseg"ImovedFrom thedoortoher

inlessthenasecond,Iwanttostrangleherbut

Ican't

Me:"Londileungangijwayelikabiyezwa???

Rathershutupthaninsultingme,Ihavehadit

withyournastyattitudeyezwa"sgecries"wena

uyeyisauthembeukuthuzokhala"

Insert87

KwaZungu

Yomuzi



ItsChristmas,wegothereekseni,Icookedat

homesotherewasnothingmuchtodo.Ialso

wentshoppingyesterdaywithMahleandIgot

everyonegiftswhichisthemainreasonwhywe

aredrivingindifferentcars,ZwehatesitwhenI

dothat,evenwhenIbutgroceriesweareforced

todriveindifferentcars.

Eversincewearrivedwehavebeenfeeling

Zweswrath.Iseriouslydon'tknowwhats

botheringhim.Isetupforbreakfastwith

AphiwesandMbalishelp,Ihaven'tseenLondi

butI'm suresheissomewherearound.Gogo

andbabBhekiarehere.IaskAphiwetocall

everyonetocomejoinusatthetableandshe

goes.SiyakhaisthefirsttowalkinwithYaya

followingrightbehindhim,theSbanilolIreally

don'tknowhowthesekidsdoitallthetime,

theirpresencecommandsattention,Ihear

Mbalichuckle.

Mbali:"Iwonderwhatbhutiteachestheseboys,



bayazizwashame"welaugh.Zwewalksinwith

Mniniaroundhisneck,Mlandowalkssohe

doesn'twanttomepickedunlessitsme,he

runstomefallinghereandthere.Landiwalksin

withgogoandMaShandu,babBhekiisthelast

toenterwiththerestofthefamily.Ican'thelp

butsmile.Everyonedishesforthemselves,I

dishupformyhusbandwholookslike

sonethingisirritatinghim.Wealleatbuthe

doesn'ttouchhisfood,nowI'm hurt

Zwe:"Aphiwe"hecallout,shelooksup

Aphiwe:"Bhuti"

Zwe:"UphiuLondile?"I'm takenaback,Londiis

nother.Sheshrugshershoulders

Aphiwe:"Angmaz,Ithoughtshewouldbe

comingwithyouguyscauseshehadvacwork"

Iknowshelying"mhlampeshedidn'tget

someonetotakeherChristmasshift"itsall

quieteveryoneialisteningtothem



Zwe:"WenaAphiweaningazikahleninoLondile,

youdoasyoupleasenje.Theisourhomeand

youwillrespectthatmeningafuninihambe

laykhayaniyohlalanamadodenu"haaibo

"Nigibezaamadodenuekhanda"

Mbali:"Hawubhuti..."

Zwe:"Yiniwena???"Heshouts"Nonkeactlike

thereisnomaninthishouse,niyazalaabanye

bakiphileemaRes,yesAphiweIknowthethings

yougetupto"shelooksgobsmackedand

scared"Iwantyouandyousistertobe

pregnantnizohambalaykhayacausethatis

whatyouwantvele"thishastobefirsttime

MaShanduisquietbutIhaveaverybigfeeling

thatthishasalottodowithfactthatitsLondi

introuble."Mfonelenicausenooneiseating

untilthatspoiltbratgetshere"itsagoodthing

thatIhadfinishedmybreakfastlol."Iwant

someonetodaremeniyezwa?Nizongizwa

kahle"there'ssilence,Aphiweiscrying,he



leaveswiththetwinsandIfollowhim out.

Zwe:"UyabonaMpandeyomuziuFikaisvery

disrespectful,uthathainganeyasekhaya

uyoyikotizisalaphakini,engakhiphengisho

isihlanu,yenawayenganqamukauThreekatiifI

didthattoyouinfacthewouldfetchyou"I

reallydon'tknowhowtosolvethisone,itsa

uselesstaskactuallyandrightnowIwishFika

wouldactuallystartactinglikeanadult.

Me:"I'm sureshehasaperfectexplanation,

yehlisaumoya"Hegivesmetheeye"Idon't

thinkwhatyoudidatbreakfastokay,khona

uGogonobabatheleastyoucouldhavedoneis

callAphiweafterbreakfast"

Zwe:"Laykhayabangigibelaekhandangakho

lokho,nawengilibekanaweuyalibeka"sweet

jizassazesalufelaubala.

Me:"UyalwakemanjeletmeleavebeforeIsay

thingsIcan'ttakeback"hequicklystandsup



andpullsmetohim,lolhekisses

Zwe:"AwmamZungungingabayinimangase

ngidikilweuwe,pleasedon'tleaveme"wekiss

andMniniwon'tgiveuspeace

Mnini:"Mama"heshoutsputtinguphisarms

andItakehim,Zweisannoyed

Zwe:"Youspoilthischildwena""Butona

seriousnote,Londishouldgetherasshereand

tellyoubrotherthathisgettingcomfortable

withdisrespectingme,Iknowukuthuyindoda

kinikodwalakwaZunguuNqobizizwe

Lifalomanziniindoda"ngisahamba,Itakemy

phoneandIcallNsika,itringsforawhilethen

heanswers,Ithinkhewassleeping

Nsika:"YiniYomuzi"

Me:"Whyaresleepingatthistime?"It'salmost

eleven

Nsika:"CauseIdroveupreally...waitungvusela

lokho?AymaniMpandeyomuzi"hedrops



mnxm,letmecallThemba.Idialhernumber

andsheanswersimmediately

Themba:"MerryChristmasMrsZungu"wowlol

Me:"Wow,youshouldhavecalledmeyaz"she

laughs"WellyouKhumaloshavespoilt

ukhisimuziwaminomnyeniwami"

Themba:"Haaibowhathavewedonenow?"

Me:"NingixabanisanoMnyeniwami,whogave

FikatheideathathecantakeLondiandspend

Christmaswithher"sheletsoutasigh,actually

letmeventtothisonecauseIknowshewill

take"ThembauFikaknowsverywellhowZwe

feelsabouttheirrelationshipthenhedoesthis,

sikhulumanjewehaven'tevenstartedwith

lunchprepscausebabZungusaidnooneis

eatinguntilLondiishere,KuphikwaNongoma

ngilamina.Iam reallytiredofdefendingtheir

relationshiptoZwe,thingswerereallylooking

upbutnanguemosha.EvenafterZwehadpaid



amalobolaFikarefusedthatIspendmorethen

onedaylakwaZungubutnowhisbeinga

hypocrite.Myhusbandfeeldisrespectingand

thereforehissulking.Everyoneisfeelingit.Tell

mengenzenjan?"

Themba:"IhearyoulittleSis,andIhonestly

agreewithuZwe.Fikatakingadvantageofthe

factthatZweisyoungerthenhim andis

marriedtoyou.Iwilltalktohim now,gogive

thatmansex"welaugh

Me:"WasabouttobutthenMninihappened"

shelaughshard

Themba:"Youandyourkids.Byebabyseeyou

onNewseve,uyakhuphukaangithi?"Iletouta

hugesigh

Me:"AngazBabZunguisangryatyouguys.

Continuation

Fika



.

WejusthadourfamilylunchandLondileftto

goliedownabit.Thembawalksinandasks

thatwejoinherinthesittingroom.Ifollowher

andIfindherwithmybrothersandmymother

andIsitnexttoher.Shelooksserious,Iwonder

whereNomais.

Themba:"Sorryforsummoningyouguyshere

butIjustreceivedacallfrom Yomuziandsheis

upset"welookathersoshecancontinue"Fika

didLonditellherfamilythatshewouldn'tbe

cominghome?"Iscratchmyhead"WellItake

thatasaNo,YomuzisaysZweispissedsaying

thatyoudon'trespecthim andIagreewithhim"

Me:"HayianingiyekengoZwe"

Nhlanhla:"andthatisexactlywhywearehere

manjebecauseofyourarrogance,whywould

yousaythat,roleshavechangedwhetheryou

likeitornotwhenitcomestoLondiyouhaveto



giveZwehisplace"Fuckthatshit

Themba:"Fikadoesn'tlistentoanyoneIdon't

knowhowhegotwhereheistodayngobais

RUDE!"Shesoundspissed"Wenayouthrewa

tantrum whenYomuzigotpregnantandyou

demandedthathedoesrightwiththefamilybut

herewearetodayandyou'rebeingahypocrite"

mom isquiet"CanyouimaginewhatYomuzi

goingthroughlaphakwaZungu,shesaysZwe

forbideveryonetoeatuntilLondiisback"I

chuckle,thatsabuttoomuchthough

Nsika:"AveeneDramakodwauZwehayi"

exactly!

Mom:"Yazumuntuengakubukaakuthembe

Fikakodwahayiyoudon'tthink"

Me:"Ngenzenimina,Londididn'twanttogo

becausesheisafraidofhowtheywouldreact

toherbeingpregnantmaandshesaidIam

chasingherawaywhenIofferedtotakeher



home"

Mom:"Youaretheadultandthemaninthis

relationship,youaresupposedtoputyourselfin

Zwesshoes.AkuqalingayeuLonditobe

pregnantandshe'scertainlynotthelastone,

uzothethiswakudlule,nowmydaughterhasto

dealwithhergrumpyhusbandontopof

everythingshehasbeengoingthroughthis

year"shebangsherfistonthetable,Ididn't

knowshewasthispissed.

Me:"SonowwehavetojumpcauseZwesays

so?Hayi!"

Nhlanhla:"Andthatbafohasalwaysbenyour

problem,everyonemustrespectyoubutwena

yourespectnoone,respectisatwowaystreet,

thisisnotaboutyoubeingthefearedPitbull

andZwebeingtheFlashbutthisisaboutyou

respectingZwesspace,nikauZweindawo

yakhe.Londiisnotfrom eSbayenibutshehasa

familythatshehastoaccounttoandyou



Fikanokuthulaneedtorespectthat,whatwe

shoulddiscussingishowwearegoingtofix

thissoYomuzicanalsoenjoyChristmaswith

herfamily"Istanduptoleave

Mom:"UyaphiFikanokuthula?Uyaphingobawe

aretryingtofixyourmess,ungangidiniwena"I

sitdown

Themba:"UyaphaphauFikaukuthninaanimazi,

uyafaimpakamo.AllthiscouldleadtoLondi

beingalonewhatifuZweemdikila,youknow

howthatgirlwoulddieshouldanythingaffect

theirrelationship,Loloisthepregnantonewena

you'reexpectedtoberationalone"

Fika:"awsoeveryoneistakingajabatmenow,

doyouknowhowmanytimeI'vebeggedLondi

ukuthngithumeleabakhongingobangibalekela

yonkelento?Andshesaysnoallthetime"

Mom:"Sonowitsourfaultthatyoucan't

convinceyourladythatyouguysshouldspend



therestofyourlivestogether?Aksiyoinkinga

yethuleyo"

Nsika:"Ijustthinkweshouldsendmaand

Thembabeyoshoukuthsekonakeleandshe

wasafriadtogohomeandwearewillingtopay

thedamages,itsuptoyoukewhetheryoupay

namaLobolakhonalaphogospeakwithyour

sweetheart,inganekamaayidlileandwehave

seenZweandhowhegetswhenhefeels

underminedanddisrespected"Inodcausevele

itdoesn'tlooklikeIhaveachoice,Istandup

andmakemywaytoLondi.Ifindhercryingand

Iquicklyruntoher,sheisonherphone.She

putsitonloudspeaker.Thescreeniswritten

Aphiwe.

Aphiwe:"ChaLondiyoudon'tgettocry,you

knowhowbhutiembarrassedmeatthetable

todaymorningsayingminangikipitileatres.We

stillhaven'teatenkuyoshayao1manjeandhe

issittingatthedinningroom watchingevery



movewemake.Ihadtolieandsayyouhadvac

workandyousaidyouwouldcomehomeifyou

getsomeonetotakeyourChristmasshift"

Londi:"I'm sosorryAphiwe,Ididn'tmeanfor

suchtohappenngiyesabaukubuya"

Aphiwe:"HaaaaLondileshuthiyoudon'tlove

us"shecries"You'reknowyou'renotbeingfair"

shesobsharder.

Londi:"AphiweI'm pregnant,uzongibulala

uBhuti,ngiyesaba"

Aphiwe:"HaaaaLondithatssoreckless,wow

sazesafaJesu,Londilehewillbemoremadif

youdon'tcomeback,ukuphihawema"Iwantto

laughbutIcan't

Me:"Aphiwe"

Aphiwe:"Heymdala"Ilaugh,thenamestuck

withher.

Me:"I'm sosorryabouttoday,Iwilltrytofix



things,letmetalktoLondiokay"

Aphiwe:"Okay,bye"shehangsup.

Me:"Youwouldswearthatsomebodyisdead

indlelaosukhalangayo"shewipeshertearsand

snot"Iwilltryfixthismylove,Iam sosorryfor

gettingyouintotrouble"

Londi:"Itsokay,Iam theonewhoinsistedto

comewithyou"

Me:"ButIshouldhavebeentheadultinthis

situation"Ikissherforehead"Comeletspack,

umaandThembawillgospeaktoyourfamily,

andapologiseonmybehalfkodwaallthiscould

havebeenavoidedifyouhadjustagreedthatI

gopaythebrideprice"shesobsagain,hawe

maImissemotionlessLondiweeee

Londi:"Idon'twanttogetmarried,youguysare

makingmefeellikeproperty"

Me:"LondileIwishthingswereasyouputthem,

ukuklobolahasnothingtodoaboutbuyingyou



orsomething,Iwastaughtthatukwakha

ubuhloboobuhlebetweenthetwofamilies,so

yourfamilyknowswhatkindoffamilytheyare

entrustingwithyourukuphilakwakho"she

sighs"Ineedtodothisformyownsanityand

beforeyourbrotherkillsmykidswithhunger

laphakinikuthiwaitsawarlaphahehas

becomeStalinpeopleareafraidtoevenwalk

pasthim"shelaughs"pleasebabydomethe

honoursofbeingmywife"shelooksatme,she

looksupset

Londi:"KahlekeFika,isthathowyouaregoing

toaskmetobeyourwifewow,laendliniyakho

njewhuushameawungiboni"shestandsup

andstartspacking,I'm reallyclueless

ngizokwenzanjan.Iwalkbacktothehouse

afterthesilencetreatmentandIfindallmy

siblingsreadyincludingthekids

Nhlanhla:"TheplanistostayatkwaAyanda

whenwecomebackbecausedrivingbackhere



willbeexhausting"

Me:"Okay"

It'salmost6pm whenwegettokwaZunguwith

allthestopswehadIthoughtsofikango8la.

WestayinthecarswhileNsikaandtheladies

goinside,weallknowthatNsikaisgoingtosee

histwinandtofetchthekids.Hecomesback

withallofthem exceptMnini,thatoneis

mamasboyandofcausePrincessLandiis

leadingusanddoingallthetalking

Landi:"YhoooMalume,babakaSiyakhawas

shoutinginthemorning,haMawethuwasalso

angrysayingtoubabakaSiyakhais

unreasonable"Iwanttolaughthisradiogogo

"whereisauntLondibecauseubabakaSiyakha

saidnooneonewilleatuntilsheiaback,isshe

back?"

Insert89



Yomuzi

.

Iam outsidesittingwithmybrother,wellwedid

eat,LandiisjustexaggeratingasusualbutI

hadtobeg,Ievenusedsexandonlythendid

wegetourLunch.Thishastomyworst

Christmasever.I'vegotaverygoodmindofnot

talkingtothatman.

Fikacan'tlookmestraightintheeyesoIknow

somethingisdefinitelyupbecauseevenNsika

isignoringme.TheycamewithaH1,ihabaI

know.ThembaandMaareinside,Londiwent

straighttoherbedroom,Idon'twantspeakto

hertodayshemustknowthatweareangry.I

fixedupsomefoodmyfamilythenwenttojoin

mybrotherswiththeirfood.

Me:"Sooutwithit,whatareyou'llhiding?"Isay

lookingateachoneofthem.Nhlanhlatriesto



standupbutIgivehim theeyehitssitswhile

chuckling.

Fika:"Youthethingsis...well...ah"sincewhen

doesFikastarter?

Nhlanhla:"FikaistryingtosayisthatLondiis

pregnant"Igettheshockofmylife,eyeswide,I

can'tbelieveit.

Me:"Wow!"Idon'thavewords,ImeanI've

spokentoFikaandLondiaboutthismxm,I

standuptoleave,Ihavenothingtosayvele.

Fikatriestoholdmyhandbutiquicklymoveit

outofthewayandgetoutofthecar.JustasI

am onmywaytoourbackroom,Ihearnoise

andshuffling.It'sMaShanduthrowingout

Londisstuff,I'm sotiredofthisdramayaz.She

isshouting

MaShandu:"Yousaidyouwanttogostudy,

KantuyabukaabhutibakaKhumalo,doesmani,

hambalakwami"Iseeheadingtoourroom,I



don'tknowwhethertofixthisorgotohim.This

iswhatIwasavoiding.Fikaquicklyjumpsout

ofthecarbutIshakemyheadwarninghim to

stepbackandHelistensclimbsbackon."Wena

Zwe,uphiuZwe?"Ohgoshwazewalithwala

umnganiwami."UdayisangodadewenukoSbali

bakho"I'm sureifthiswasnotafarm,allthe

neighbourswouldbeoutwatching.Gogois

watchingshakingherhead.Londiisamessshe

iscrying,NsikaandNhlanhlalookatmeandI

shrugmyshoulders,Ireallydon'tknowwhatto

do.IgoandpickupLondisclothesandgoput

them inourroom,Ican'tnecessarilydragher

theretooandshecan'tbeseenwithFikatooso

IcallYakhiletogofetchmycarkeys.

MaShandu:"Thisiswhyshedoesn'trespectus

becauseyoualwaysbabyher,angmfunila

kwami"hebannathiswoman,herkidshavean

entirecrechebutshehasneverchasedthem

away,imihlola.Yakhilicomesbackwithmy



keysandIgivethem toAphiwetellinghertogo

withLonditothecar.WowYaziwow.Magogo

hereisstillcausingdrama.

Myfamilyeventuallyleaves,Ididn'tevengetto

saygoodbye.Mykidsarealwaysarounddrama

nje.Myhusbandhasn'tleftourminihouse.

Gogoasksthstwemeetasafamilyand

discussawayforward,andIam askedtogo

callZwe.Ifindhim staringattheceiling.

Me:"Sengwayo"ngizincengela,hedoesn'tlook

atmeorrespond,soclimbonthebedandlay

ontopofhim.

Zwe:"Am Ifailingtobeagoodbigbrotherto

mysisters?"Hesighs,Idon'trespondcauseI

feellikethere'smorecoming"Youknowthe

othertime,Ithink2monthsago,Iwentsurprise

Aphiwe,boughthertakeawayandstuff,Iknow

reslifesoyeah.Igettoherres,askaroundand



itlookslikeshequietpopularsoI'm directedto

herroom andIknockandguyhalfnakedopens

thedoorwithnocareatall,IaskforAphiwe

causeIthinkI'm definitelyatthewrongdoor

andhegladlytoldthstshewasatlibrary,I

turnedmybackbehindandwalkedtomycar."

Aaahman"Todayanotherdoesn'tcomekanti

sheispregnant,Londihassuchbigdreamswhy

wouldshethrowallthatdownthedrain?

Couldn'tshewaituntilshefinishedschoolat

least.Don'tyouguystalkaboutthesethings"he

sighs,I'm lettinghim vent"Doyouunderstand

thatIstillhavetogofacemymotherandbring

herbackhome,Iresentthatwoman,butno

caresaboutZwe"Iwanttosaysorrybutithink

I'djustannoyhim evenmorenje.

Me:"ComeGogoiscallingyou"hestandsand

wewalkouthandinhandjustasweenter

MaShandustarts

MaShandu:"YouknowZweweknow



uyiNkosanabutit'srudetomakeuswait"

Zwe:"YobeShandukaNdaba"sarcasticZweis

outtoplay

MaShandu:"AngimdingiuLondilakwami"

Gogo:"HaaiboMakoti,uthiayekuphi?"

Bab'Bheki:"iSnobashayanga3kahleno

awuyekeingane,besidesabakwaKhumalowant

tocomeplayforthedamages"

MaShandu:"Iwillnotbedisrespectedlakwami,

shecangotostaylaphakwaRawundi

kwaMamkhuluhayikwami"Zweisstillquiet

Gogo:"Hawuthathouseisfallingapart,leave

thechild"

MaShandu:"Idon'tcare,akayivusenjeveleit's

hermothershouse"Allthistimemyhusbandis

quiet.SometimesIwonderwhatgoesoninthat

headofhis.Hestandsupandtakesmyhand.

Zwe:"AsambesiyolalaMaKhumalo,



SiyobonanaksasaekseniboZungu."Okaaay

Bab'Bheki:"KulungileNdodanait'sbeenalong

daynomuntuhastogoopentheshopsksasa

ekseni,nathisiyindlela"him andGogofollowus

out.

Gogo:"WeLifa"heturnstolookatGogo"have

youfoundyourmother?"

Zwe:"YeboGogo,butihaven'thadthecourage

togoseeher"shenods

Gogo:"Befast,vusaindluyakweni,thishereis

notlife,beingremindedthatyouhaveno

motherwhilesheisalive,noangivumi,bringher

back"henodsandGogoandBab'Bhekidriveoff.

Zwe:"TellLonditocomeusethespareroom

here,shewillhavetosleepwiththeLandi"Inod

andgofetchLondiandtellherwhatwassaid.

Shamegirllookslikeshehasbeencryingall

daylong.Ihelphersettleandheadtoour

ensuiteshower.



Idon'tfindZweintheroom whenIcomeout

butIhearhim talking,Ithinkhishavinga

conversationwithhissister.Iputonmysilky

nightdressandthrowmyselfonthebed

withoutevencheckingmyphone.IthinkIfell

asleepbecauseIwokeupwithaheavyZwe

kissingmyneck,believemethisisnota

romanticone.Hisstilldressed,hishandsmove

downtomyclit.HeplayswithmeuntilIam

drippingwet,Ifeelhispantsgodown.Next

thingisaverybigtrust,Ilethim.Hekeeps

trustingandIlethim,meetinghim halfway,he

turnsmeover,putsapillowunderneath,plays

withmynipplesandthattrustagain,itspainful

butthere'salsopleasure.That'sthethingwith

Zwewhenheisnotokayhecangoonforever.

We'vebeenatitforawhilenowandI'm sore

likereallysore.

Me:"Babykubuhlungu"I'm tiredtoo,hetrusts



harderandImoanandhelet'soutachuckle,I'm

nowlayingonmysideandhisgivingittome

from behind.HefinallycomesandIdriftoff

withhim stillinme.Iwakeupwithhim holding

metight,Ican'tbreatheandIneedtopee.Itry

togetoutofhisholdbutheholdmetighter.

Zwe:"Uyaphi?"Heaskswithhiseyesclosed

Me:"Ineedtopeeandgopreparebreakfast"

Zwe:"Forwho?Awuyilapho,theycanmake

theirownbreakfast,uzwilenjemymothershut

isbythegate"ohwowit'ssoearlyforsuch

drama

Me:"Letmegopeeke"

Zwe:"Wozangikuchamise"hesayswithagrin

onhisface,hiseyesstillclosed.Iquicklyjump

offandhelaughs.Ipee,itssopainful,thisguy

wokemeupintheam'sandthengaveittome

goodbutmynunaisonfireshe.Ishowerwith

thedoorlockedIdon'ttrustZwe,Icomeout



andhislonggonethebedisdone.Idressup

puttingonmydoekthenheadtothekitchen

andIfindhim therewithallthekidshaving

cocopops,MlandoissittingontopofSiyakha,

ahbandlaumntanami!Itaketakehim andkiss

allofthem ontheirforeheads.

Landi:"MaWethu,canLwa,BanziandNosipho

comevisitusatourhomeinDurbanwhenwe

leave,pleeeeease"

Me:"ButyousaidyouwanttogotoNongoma

whenweleave"bathongthischild,shelooks

likesheisthinkingandZweispretendinglike

hecan'thearus

Landi:"HayiIdon'twanttogoanymoreGogo

andLuyandamustcometome"IhearZwe

laugh,thischildhasatendencyofdemanding,

mymom mightjustcomewithLuyandacause

Landialwaysgetswhatshewants

Me:"AngaziaskBabaandifhesaysyesask



auntyMbaliandauntySnotoo"Zwegivesmea

look,angnandabaIjustmakebreakfast.Mara

whowilltakecareofthesekids.Idon'twantit

tolooklikeIdon'twantanykidsvisitingor

anyonethinkingIisolatemykidsbutIneeda

breakifthesekidsarecomingSnoorMbaliare

comingtoongekengishukweinganengedwa

ngeke!

Apologyinsert

Yomuzi

Wearehere,finally!IhadfinallyconvincedZwe

thatwehadstarttheyearwithsortingoutour

issuessowedon'tdothisrunningupanddown

laterintheyear,luckyformeheactuallyagreed

thatwegoseehismother.



Wewerenowstandinginfrontofthisbig

beautifulhouseatZinkwazi,FikaandLondi

weredrivingbehindhertummywastoobignow

andFikahadbecometooclingy.Iwasdriving,

ZwewasmilesawayandsoIwantedtogive

him thattimetohimself.Ibuzzedatthegate

andafterafewsecondsitopened.Thishouse

isexquisite!!!!Wemakeourway,thedoorget

openedbeforewereachit.Aladywelcomesus

inandleadsustothisamazingsittingroom

withnicewhitesofa's,ohhowIyearnforsuch,

butkuphikhonawiththosekidsinmyhouse.

Lady:"Sanbonani,I'm Smangelengisiza

laykhayauyezamanjeumamawalaykhaya

usakhulumanogcingo"

Me:"Thankyousisi,wewillwait"sheexcuses

herselfandcomesbackminuteslaterwitha

traythathasdifferentkindsoffruits,biscuits

andJuicesandwithglasses,sheputsthem in

frontusthenleaves



Londi:"Strawberriesyummy"shestarts

indulginglol

Me:"doyouwantanythingtodrink"IaskZwe

andheshakeshisheadsayingno,itwasalong

shotIknow.It'stoosilentherenowit'sjust

LondieatingandFikarandomlytakingpicture

ofher.Aladywalksthestairsandsheis

wearingawhitesummerdresswithastrawhat,

Ihaven'tseenherfacebutI'm prettysuresheis

beautiful,mythoughtwondertoMaShanduand

Ichuckle."I'm sorryforkeepingyouwaiting,

thatcalllastedlongerthenIhadanticipated"

shesaysimidiatelyasshestopsandtakesa

seat.Shestillhasn'tlookedatuscauseshe

seemstobeoccupiedwiththenotesinher

hand,Zweclearshistroutandshelooksupand

theshockonherfaceispriceless.

MaDlamini:"Lifa!"Shelooksaroundtheroom

andhereyesfallonLondi,"Ohmygosh"and

shestartscrying.Thismomentissoawkward



right,shedoesn'tstopit'slikesomehasdied.

Shegasps,Ithinksheishavingapanicattack.I

quicklyruntoherandremoveherhat.

Me:"Mam breath"sheisstillstruggling"Zwe

getuswater"hesitsthereanddoesn'tmove,

pettyZweisouttoplayandasusualhehasno

timing"pleasebreathformengiyakucela"she

calmsdown,"countforme,from 10to1"

MaDlamini:"10;9;8......."shegoesonuntilshe

reachesoneFikahandsmeaglassofwater

andIgiveittoher."Thankyou"shesays

breathlessly.Shelookslikeshewantstocry

againbutIrubherbackandasktopleasecalm

down.Aftershehascalmeddown,Imoveback

tomyseatnexttoZwewholookslikehehas

glossyeyesandkeepsblinkingIguessthisis

deeperthenIthoughtitwouldbe.Thereis

silence,soIdecidetonudgeZwebuthisnot

budginghaaibo

Me:"SawubonaMa"shesmilesatme"mina



ngiwuMpandeyomuziZungu,thatismybrother

thereFikanokuthulaKhumaloandIam

guessingyoucanseeyourchildren"Fikais

busybrushingasobbingLondi

MaDlamini:"Ngiyajabulaukunazi"shesmiles

again

Zwe:"Myfatherishauntingmethroughmykids

ngobaefunawenaubuyeemagcekeni

akaZungu"hereyeswiden"Whatyouthought

thiswasasocialcall?"hissoundsangry,Isee

hurtallovereyes.

MaDlamini:"Lifa"shesayswithafaintvoice

Zwe:"Pleasedon'tcallmethat"shelooksdown

"constructionhasalreadystarted,ifIknewyou

werethisrichIwouldn'thavebothered"mncim

unamangaheknewhewouldfindherwealthy,

Nsikahadcheckedheroutanditturnedout

thatshewasactuallyoneofthepartnersinthe

companyIworkedfor.



MaDlamini:"whatdoyoumeanLifa"he

chuckles"Idon'tunderstand"hestandsupand

goestostandbythewindow,hedoesthisalot

whenheisupset

Zwe:"Yourhusbandwantsyoubackhomeand

heistorturingmykids"shelightsup

MaDlamini:"youhavekids,bangaki"hedoesn't

answer

Me:"6"shelooksatmewithshockandIlaugh

Zwe:"uLondiherekmeleazohlawulwaandthat

womanyouleftuswithwantsnothingtodo

withus,youknowsingabantubesiZulu,Kmele

sakheindluyangasenhla"

MaDlamini:"Yourfatherchosethatwomanover

meuptoapointofmarryingheronmybirthday,

akapokelinganiyena,enganwayemthanda

kakhulu"IseeLondigettingangry

Londi:"Singenaphithinalapho,isthatwhyyou

leftbythegate"



MaDlamini:"Whotoldyouthat?Youfather

droveallthewaytowhereIwasstayingatthat

timeandtookyouwathiinganeyakhengeke

ihlalenabaqwayizi,thattimeIstillstayedat

SouthBeach,bengangsukeli,Ibeggedhim not

totakeyoubuthesaidIhaveaplacebackat

home,Iwasn'tgoingtogobackthere.IwishI

couldjustdiesoIcanpersonallystrangleyour

father"sheispissedtoo.IthoughtZwelooked

likehisfatherIknowhim from thepicturesof

cause,butseeinghismotherhelookslikea

darkmaleversionofherLondilooksexactlylike

her,ngekeamuphike"Iam deeplysorry

bantabam fornotshowingup,yourfather

refusedtoletmeseeyou,Lifayouknowthishe

oncecaughtyousneakingLwandletomeand

hebeatusboth,IpromisedI'dneverputyou

throughthat,Iwantedtobethereforyouand

whenIwascomingbackyourfatherdiedonme,

ngangizobengiyaphiengasekhoyena



Zwe:"Whataboutus,werewenotworth

fightingfor?"Shewipeshertearsandwalksup

tohim "ubabakadewasishiyauthisihleli

nobani?"Hesoundslikehebreaking

MaDlamini:"thelasttimeIsawyouyouwereso

grown,kdidn'tthinkyouguysneededme,

NgyaxolisaLifalomanzini,ngiyaxolisaLwandle"

I'm guessingthatLwandleisLondi.Zweshakes

hisheadandmovesawayleavingusinsideshe

sighsandgoestositnexttoLondi."IfIcould

turnbacktime,IwouldLwandle,InowIdid

thingsthewrongway,ngiyaxolisathatyouwere

theonewhohadtocomelookforme.Thetruth

isIwasafraidthatyouwouldrejectme

especiallyyoungobayouhadnevermetme"

shecriesandLondiholdsherhand.Thereis

progress.

Insert89



Zwe

Idon'tthinkIhaditinmetostayangryatmy

motheroranyoneforthatmatter,itwastaking

toomuchofmypeace.Ijustwantedtodeal

withallthesethingssomykidscanbeatpeace

too.Idon'tknowthetruthaboutmyfatherand

motherandwhatreallywentdownandhecan't

defendhimself.Iknowwhyshedidn'tfight

though,myfatherwasabeastandhedidn't

backdownatall.Everyonewasafraidofhim

evenathome,noonewatchedTVwhilehewas

eating.Wewouldaddresshim inthirdperson,

"Ubabaubengibizayini?"Hee!Mydadtaught

mebethehardworkingbusinessmanIam

today,healsotaughtmeunknowinglyto

becomeabetterfathertomychildren.Ofcause

thereweretimesIyearnedformymother'slove,

eventhoughwewerewelloffathome,my

schoolshoeswereusuallywornout,gogoisthe



onewhotookcareofmyclothing,MaShandu

didn'tcareSiyathokozawasherprinceandI

wasstandingintheway.Ofcauseshecouldn't

mistreatLondi,myfatherlivedforhersmile

anduntilIsawmymotheragain,Iunderstood,

theirsmileissodiefor.

AsIsaidIwon'tdwellonthepast,itwon't

assistmeinanyway.Iam gratefulformywife,

angaziukuthiwhatIwouldbewithoutMpande,

loyasisiuyayibusisainhliziyoyami.Shehas

stuckbymethroughthegoodandthebad

times,Ican'timaginemylifewithouther.The

houseisdone,motherinsistedthatwe

extendeditsomykidswouldhaveroomsinside

lol.Wealsofoundoutthatwehavealittle

brother,yesandhelookssomuchlikemy

father,unlikeLondiandI,welooklikeour

motheryenaheevenwalkslikemydad.Wehit

itoffsincethatdayandhehasbeenspendinga



lottimewithme,hewasgoingtodohissecond

yearinbusinessscienceatWitsbuthe

transferedandcametofinishoffatUKZNsoto

beclosetohissibling,hisexactwordswere"I

can'tlooseanymoretimeofbondingwithmy

bigbrotherandbigsister",Mpandespoilshim a

lotwhichisgreat.HehasMlando'seyeswhich

wasagreatrelief.Westillhavetogohomeand

introducehim totheancestorssimenzele

imbelekonaye,healsohastochangehis

surnamebecausehewasusingourmothers.

Allthatneedstobesortedwillbedoneoncethe

houseisdone,andthat'snotfar.Mymother

hasbeenspendingsomuchtimewithus,im

thinkingsheistryingcatchupbutreallythereis

nothingshecandoaboutlosttime.

ThesedaysattheofficearebusyandMpande

hasgonebacktowork,Itriedconvincingher

otherwisebutthatleftmewithnosexfora



monthsoIletitgo.Backtomebeingbusyat

theoffice.MyPAcomesinwithoutknocking,I

hadtofiremyoldPAMpandedidn'tlikeher

Mbuso:"SorrysirbutIthinkwehaveaproblem"

heblurtsoutassoonashestepsin.

Me:"sowedon'tknockvele?"

Mbuso:"Iapologisesirbutthisisurgent"

Me:"KhulumaphelaMaphumulo"

Mbuso:"Theshipcomingfrom Mozambique

hasbeenraided,andthepoliceareontheirwah

herenow"hesaysbreathlessly,shitshit,that

shiphadFikasillegalthingshawema!

Me:"Pleasecallmylawyerlikerightnow"Itool

outmyphoneandcalledFika,itrangforawhile

andthenheanswered"Khumalowehavea

problem,theshiphasbeenraidedandpolice

areontheirway"Ialwaysknewthatthiswas

comingandIwasreadyforit



Fika:"Okay,havecalledyourlawyer?IthinkI'll

benext"justasIam abouttoanswerhim the

policebargein

Policeofficer:"YaZungu,sesizesakthola,here

isasuchwarrant"ItakeitandasIreadit,they

turnmyofficeupsidedowntakingallmyfiles,

thisoneofficertakethepictureframewithmy

wifeandkidsandbreaksitandsearchesthe

frame

Me:"Thatpictureframewasasouvenirfrom

mywifewhenshewenttoFrance,ngiyayifuna

weNdoda,Idon'twantustobeenemiesjust

becauseofapictureframe,whatyoudidwas

unnecessaryandyoucouldhavejustturnedit

andopenedit"shelookedatmeasifI'm shit,

whatFranceam Ieventalkingabout.That

pictureframeswasfrom someshopat

Pavallion,MpandeputitinhereafterIsawitat

herofficeandSaidIlovedit.Hewentontopull

downallthedrawingsthatIhadonmywalls



downbythekids

Me:"Fuckyou'resochildishyeeses!"Afteran

hourofmyofficebeingraidedevenmyworkers

computerswerealsotakenIaskedworkerto

leaveandwewouldmeetagainonMonday

sincetodaywasThursday.AndIwastakento

thepolicestation,whereIfoundmylawyer

waiting

Wearesittingintheinterrogationroom.The

PoliceofficerwhoInowknowisMokoena

walksinoozingsomuchconfidence

Mokoena:"wenayouthinkyou'reuntouchable

youandyourbrotherinlawsne,thatotherbig

oneisintheotherroom"chuckleabit"that

sgaqagaqaissoarrogantit'slikeyou'recut

from thesamecloth"yepit'sFika.Iwashoping

thatmylawyerwouldhavespokenbynowhayi

oKhanyilebanikeukucofaamafoni



Khanyile:"Aregoingtochargemyclientoryour

goingtochitchatabouthisinlaws"it'sabout

timeheshowsup"aveninomkhubaomubi

wokuzenzaamaphoyisaaphesheyayouwillpay

forallthosethingsyourbrokeatMrZungus

office"YaaaasbatsheleMkhulu

Mokoena:"Mncim MrZungutodayonaship

thatisownedbyyouwefoundcocain,caketo

explain?"Mylawyerlooksatmeandnods

Me:"unfortunatelyIcan'ttakeresponsibilityof

anythingthatgetsonmyships,Ionlyprovide

myservicestovariouscompanies,and

unfortunatelyIcannotpersonallycheck

whetherwhatispackedontheshipiswhatI

wasinitiallyhiredfor,Ihavepeoplethatarepaid

todothat,andIbelieveatbothhaboursthere

arepeoplewhocheck."

Mokoena:"YeywenaZungudon'tactsmart

withme,weknowverywellthatyouwereaware

andthosedrugsbelongtoKhumalo"



Me:"Ireallydon'tknowwhatyou'retalking

about,theonlybusinessthatsbaliandIhave

togetheristhetransportingornamentsforhis

Companythat'sit,helltheonlythingIknow

aboutFikaisthathedrawsbuildingsforaliving

andhebusydecorationsatourneighbouring

countries"Ilookatmywatchandglanceatmy

lawyer

Khanyile:"Areyougoingtochargemyclientor

what?"

Me:"Ireallyneedtogo,myfirstbornjust

startedgrade1andit'sparentseveningtoday

andmywifewon'tbehappyifI'm late"he

chucklesbitterly

Mokoena:"don'tworryyourwifeisnotgoing

anywhere,yourhouseisalsobeingraided"I

standandchargeathim ashelaughsandmy

lawyergrabsmetight

Khanyile:"don'tdoit,hewantsyoutoreact,



uzolalaladon't"Ibackoffgivinghim alookI

knowhe'llneverforget

Me:"WhattheFuckiswrongwithyoupeople

myyoungestkidsare10months,areyoutrying

totraumatisemychildren,Khanyileisanyof

thislegal"henods,IimidiatelythinkofYakhe

andhowhegetswhensomethinghedoesn't

threateninghappens,from thatincident,ittakes

afewdaysforhisnightmarestogoawayand

forthingstogobacktoNormal,theothers

becomezombiesbecausetheycan'thelphim in

anyway"KhanyileIreallyneedtogo,myfamily

needsme"I'm panickedbutIdon'twantthis

stupidfattytosee"

Khanyile:"Ithinkit'sclearthatyou'renotbring

charged"hetakeshissuitcase

Mokoena:"AngikaqedingawewenaZungu,Iwill

getyou"

Me:"Ayihambojimamani"IknowI'm being



petty,IbumpintoFikaonthepassageandhis

onthephone,hedropsandIgivehim the'talk'

look"

Fika:"LondiisinLabour"Ohshit

Me:"Letmegohomefirstthenwewilldriveto

thehospital"

Fika:"Everyoneisatthehospitalasambe

mfwethu"

Werunoff

Mokoana:"Nihlanyiswaabafazininjalo"thisguy

talkstoomuch

WecontinuerushinguntilwegettohiscarI

cameherewiththepolicesomycariswork.No

oneissayinganythingforallweknowthecaris

bugged.Fikabrakesthesilence

Fika:"Whatifshegivesbirthngingekho"he

soundssadandIseriouslydon'tknowwhatto

saysoIkeepmymouthshut.Wegettothe



hospitalandheleavesmebehindandrunsin.I

switchofftheengine,lockthedoorsandhead

inside.Indeedeveryoneishere,mykidsrunto

meandMpandeignoresme,Isitnexttoher

andkissherforeheadwithYayaonmylap.I

havealotofexplainingtodo.

FikaisnowherenearusIguesshisinthe

labourward.There'sawkwardsilence.Amahle

isalsoherewithNsikaandAphiwetoo.The

onlypeopletalkingarethekids,Nhlanhlawalks

inwearinghisscrubsallthekidsruntohim

Nhlanhla:"Aretheystillinside?"Heaskslooking

worried.Mpandenods.

Lihle:"LetmeaskAndiletobringusfood"

Ayanda:"Norelax,I'vealreadyaskedZenande

tobringitforus"

It'ssoweirdseeingherwiththerestofthe

khumalosyetshefitsinwithherpersonality.



Mymom comesrunningwithAkhile,yepthat's

mybrothersnameya'll.

Mom:"ZweIphiinganeyami?"Iwanttorollmy

eyes,IknowIsaidIwasoveritbutrightnow

sheisdoingthemostnje.Mpandeanswers

Mpande:"sheisstillinsidema"goodtoseethat

sheistalkingtosomeone,Akhilesitsnextto

MpandeandtakesMlando,thesetwogetalong

quietwellIthinkit'stheweirdeyes

Mom:"Iseverythingfine,isshealright"haaibo

andthen?Nowshecaresit's20yearstoolate.

Nhlanhla:"I'm surethey'refinemem,thisisthe

besthospitalinthecity"welaugh

Mpande:"OhMa,thesearemysiblingsand

theirkidsandbetterhalves,notallofushere

though,Thembaisathomewithmymother,

guysthisisZwesmotherandlittlebrother

Akhile"Everyonenodsandtheyintroduce

themselves.Zenandearriveswiththefoodwith



Andilebehindhim,everyoneeatsbutI'm not

hungry,lookslikemywifeain'thungrytoo.

Fikacomesoutwearingscrubswithabigsmile

onhisface,weallsighinreliefwestandand

slowlywalktohim.

Fika:"It'saboy,averybigboywhodidn'twant

tocomeoutinpeace"welaugh,Inodathim

andhewipesoffatearandhissiblingshughim

"Ican'tbelieve,Ihadmyfirstbornat47"we

laugh

Mom:"Canweseethem please"

Fika:"sure"heturnsandwefollowhim.Assoon

aswegetinthewardLandijumpsupanddown

Landi:"Babaababy,wehaveanewbaby"weall

laugh

Mpande:"Nobaby,thatismalumesbundleof

joy"wealllaughagain,Londilookstired.Fika



takesthebabyfrom herandmovesaroundthe

room showinghim tous,thereareaaahsand

ncoooohsaround,Lihleiscrying.

Landi:"What'stheBabiesnamemalumewam"

hissmileswidelymightIadd

Fika:"SizesandaLunzuluKhumalo"hekisses

him onhisforehead.

Insert90

Yomuzi

Iam stillpissedatZwe,Itoldhim abouthis

shadybusinesswithmybrothersbutnoooo

yenahealwaysdoeswhathewants.IknowI'm

pettybutI'velearntfrom him.Onthatdaywe

weresavedbyLondibybeinglabourotherwise

mykidswouldhavebeenscarredforlife

especiallyYaya.IonlyspeaktoZweifIhaveto



otherwiseIsaynothingbecausehestilldoesn't

wanttotellmeanythingtome.Iforgotto

mentionthatSiyakhaandSibaniaredoing

gradeoneandaredoinggreat,Yayaisstuck

withLandibecauseifbornafterJuneandhe

alsohadthatincidentthatkepthim awayfrom

school.Theteachersalwaysmakesuretheytell

mehowsmartSiyakhaisandIshouldtakehim

toaprivateschoollikeCrawfordbutIain't

doingthatanytimesoon.Thehouseisdoneand

nextweekwearegoingtoPortShepstone,I

needtobetherethewholeweek,Idon'tknow

howIwilldothatbecauseIhavebeenaway

from workforsuchalongtimeandmy

accountshavebeensittingherewaitingforme,

I'vebeenbackfortwomonthsexactlybutthe

workloadisnotgoingdown,Ileavetheoffice

lateandthatmakesZwehatemyjobmore.

Zwesmom saidIcantaketheweekoffshewill

speaktotheotherpartners.SoIpackup,I

hardlyworkonFridayssoI'm notgoingtopack



andgetreadyforthejourney,wehavetoleave

onFridaysowecandoallthesethings.Re-

IntroductionofMaDlamini,AkhilesMbheleko

andLondileshlawuloandlobola,rightnoeI

wishtherewasanothermakotitohelpmeout.I

needtoordercakesforthisweekandgodo

groceriesnje.Ipackmybagattheofficeand

drivehome.ThewayI'm pettyI'vedrivingmy

owncar,thegolfRlol.Idon'tlovethecar

anymorebutanythingthathastodowithZwe

annoystheshitoutofme.Ipassbygateway

andpickoutunderwearforeveryoneincluding

themanofthehouse.ThenIheadhome.There

issomuchnoisewhenIwalkinandlaughter.I

sawAkhilescarinthedrivewaysoguessthat's

whythere'ssomuchnoise.

"Sengwayo,Nyamakayashiishangaba

bhebhezeli,Manzini"laughterthatwasSiyakha

recitinghisclannamesforhisdadandAkhile.

Assoonashiseyeslandonmehequickly



rushestome.

Siyakha:"Muntuwami,Ncanedoesn'tknowour

clannames"helet'soutagigglelookingat

Akhilewhojustlaughsalong"SobabasaidI

mustteachhim"everyonelaughseventheir

stupidbaba,Ilaughtoo.Thekidsareallnextto

menowsoIgreeteachonewithkissonthe

forehead,Idon'tseethetwinssoIlookaround

Zwe:"Theyaresleepingitsbeenalongdaywith

them drivingmecrazy"

Me:"Awbaba,theywon'tsleepkeebsuku"as

muchaswedon'tspeaknooneshouldknow

ourproblems,heshrugshisshoulders.

Zwe:"ThereisfoodintheMicrowave,umaka

Akhilecookedbeforesheleft"Akhilechuckles.

Me:"AwIdidn'tknowshewouldcomebytoday,

howareyouNcanearereadyfortherurals"he

laughs

Akhile:"ForaminuteIthoughtyouhad



forgottenaboutme,Ican'twaittoseetherurals,

Yayasaysyouhavecows,sheep,goatsand

chickens,Ireallycan'twaityaziphelaI'venever

beentoaproperfarm"ZweandIlaugh,sucha

snobwemustmakehim fetchwaterjustforfun

lol.

Me:"Youwillloveit,themorningsarecleanand

peacefulkukhalaiynkukhuzodwa"wealllaugh"

letmegoputtheseawayNcanengiyabuya"I

takemybackandplasticandheadtomy

bedroom "comebabies,cometellmeabout

school"theyallstartspeakingatonceaswe

walkdownthepassage.Afterafewminutesof

beingwiththekidsandlisteningtotheirstories

aboutschoolZwewalksin,I'm sittingwithjust

mybraandskirt,wehaven'tbeenintimatefor

overamonthsoIseehismanhoodthroughhis

shortsbecominghard,I'llignorehim.

Zwe:"YouguysaresorudeyouleftNcane

aloneyethecametovisityouguyshmmmm"I



seewhathisdoing"Gotellhim aboutgogo's

houseandthechickensthatyouwillchasewith

him"Iseethekidsgetexcitedandthehurryoff.

Igetupandtakeofftherestofclothesand

walktotheshowerandhefollowsmetakingoff

hisclothestoo.AsIopenthewaterhewalksin

andclosestheshowerdoorbehindhim,Iknow

thewateristoohotforhim buthedoesn'tsay

thing.HejuststandsbehindmeandIfeelhis

erectionpokingme,hemovesclosertomeand

playswithmybreasts,hisonehandmoves

downtomyshavedpunani,Iletoutasoftmoan

asheleavessoftkissesdownmyneck.Noone

issayinganythingtoanyonewe'rejustheavily

breathing.Hisfingerpressesmyclitandhe

softlyrubsitwithhisotherhandplayingwith

mybum squeezingit,heturnsmearoundand

quicklykissesmewhilehisfingermovesdown

tomygloryhole,Iam drippingwet.Wekissfor

thelongesttimewithhistwofingersgoingin

andoutofme.Itooplaywithhismanhood,its



readytopop,Ineedhim insidemenow.He

pushesmetoleanonthewallandliftsoneof

mylegsandwrapsitaroundhiswaistandthen

heinsertshimselfinslowly,hewantsmetosay

somethingbutIwon't,Ikeeplettingoutsoft

moans.Histhrustsareslowandandconveying

amessageandmessagethatIam notlistening

torightnow.Heturnmearoundmakingme

touchmytoesandheentersfrom behind,his

goingfaster,Iknowhewillreleaseanymoment

from,Iandliterallyscreamingnow,Ivecum

twiceandhisstillatit.Bangingthelifeoutof

me.Ifeelhim inserthisfingerintheforbidden

wholeandItrytojumpbutitfeelssogoodright

now,hehasneverdoneanythinglikethistome

andatthatmomentIcomeapartagain.He

pullsmeup,andpicksmeupopeningthedoor

withhisfoot.Mylegsarewrappedaroundhim

andandmyarmsaroundhisneck,ourkissingis

drivingmecrazy,hedropsmeontopofthebed

andlooksatmeforawhileshakinghisheadhe



laysinbetweenmylegsandpositionshimselfI

thoughthewasgoingtocum backtherebutit

lookslikehewillbelikethisthewholenight.He

kissesmeashemovesinandout.

Zwe:"Whywon'tyouforgivemeMam Zungu"

hesayswithhisdeepthrusts,Idon'tanswer,I

justmoan"NgiyaxolisaMaKhumalowam,xolela

ibabazilakhophelababy"IwanttolaughbutI

don'tbecausethisniggerishavinghiswaywith

merightnow"Fuckbabytalktome,talktome

sthandwasami"wesleepingonoursidesnow

andmylegisuphighonhiswaistandweare

facingeachother"Ngixolelemylove,Iwilltell

youeverything,justtalktomelove,wecan'tlive

likethisMpandeyothandolwami"hehasn't

calledmethatinawhile.Ican'thelpbutsmile.

Hepicksmeupandputsmeontopofhim,he

smirksasIinsertmyselfonhim withmyhands

onhisbroadchestandIrunmyhandsdownhis

sixpack,thisassissohandsome.



Me:"You'lltellmeeverything?"IaskasIride

him increasingmypace.Henodswhile

groaning"UseyourwordsManzini"

Zwe:"Everythingbaby"hesaysalmost

breathless

Me:"okaycum forwithmebabakhe"Iam riding

him likemylifedependsonhim untilweerupt

together.Islideoffandslipoffhim andItryto

catchmybreathwhilehekissesmyforehead

Zwe:"Idon'twantyoutoeverdothattomeever

againMawethu,youalmostgavemeaheart

attackwithyoursilencetreatment"

Insert91

Londi

Nzuluhastobethebestgiftever.Myboyis



cute,adorableandagoodchildtoo.Myboy

crieswhenheneedshisnappytobechangedor

whenhishungry.I'm soblessedwithhim,I

knowSisYomuzigetsojealouscauseallher

kidsweremonstersasshealwayssays.Then

thereisthenewdad,theloverofmysoul,my

air,myeverything.Fikahastobethebestfather

intheworld.Hissohandson,I'm sureifwe

stayedtogetherhewouldbeextra.Wellbothhis

motherandmymom,yesIsaidmom,saidwe

shouldn'tstaytogetheruntilhisdonerightby

me.ButZwewantedtostaywithmebutmom

refusedsoIstaywithherwhichmakesFikas

visitssomucheasier.Thiscomingweekendwe

areheadinghome,I'm notevenexcited.So

muchneedstohappenbutnothingmakesme

sleeppeacefullymorethenknowingthatFikais

goingtobepayingforthedamagessoIcan't

havewaittoseehim withhissonwithno

restrictions,whuuuuIlovemyboys.Sowe

alwaysfightaboutwhichnameweshouldcall



him,Icallhim NzulucauseInamedhim

Lunzuluandhisdadcallshim Sandawhichis

shortforSizesanda.Fikaisobsessedwith

Nzuluhecomestoseehim everydaynomatter

howbusyheishemakestimewhichI

appreciate.Ithinkhestillfeelsguiltyaboutnot

beingtherewhenmylabourpainsstartedandI

wasrushedtohospital,I'vetoldhim amillion

timesthatitsfineandhestillfeelsguilty.I

haven'tgonebacktoschoolofficiallybutIhave

beenaskingfornotesandhandinginmy

assignments,Nontlerecordsclassesforand

sendsthem tomesoI'm stillgood.Mom

comesinjustasIputNzuludownafterfeeding

him.

Mom:"Howaremyfavouritepeopledoing?"

Shesayswalkinginthenursery,guysthis

nurseryisoutoftheworld.Itscream whiteand

ithasgreydrappingandthetoysinsidearejust

amazing.Iknowmom istryingeventhoughit's



toomuchbutsheistrying.

Me:"Siyaphilagogo,howareyou"

Mom:"AbantwanabaZwebazongibulala"Iwant

tolaughatherbecauseAkhilecameherewith

thewholebroodsayingBhutiandSisiwere

busy.IlovehowAkhilefitsrightin."LwandleI

wantustotalk,I'm sonervousIdon'tknow

wheretostartbutletmejustgetintoit."Isit

downnexttoherandshesighs."Londi,people

aretalkingandtheyarenotsayinggoodthings

aboutthatKhumaloboyyou'reseeinginfacthis

wholefamilyandIthinkyoursisterinlawhas

draggedyourbrotherintothisbusinessof

theirs"tosayshockedisanunderstatement"I

don'tmeantobadmouththem but..."Iraisemy

handbeforeshecontinues

Me:"MaDlaminiletmestopyoutherecauseI

haveafeelingthatwhateveryou'regoingtosay

isgoingtochangemyfeelingstowardsyou

rather"shelooksatmenotsurecauseIam not



showinganyemotionrightnow"Iwantyouto

removeanynegativethoughtsyouhaveabout

Sisi,firstlyyoudon'twanttoendyour

relationshipwithbhutbeforeiteventakesoff

becausehewillcutyouoffandlifewillgoon

likeyou'veneverexisted.Secondly,ifyouwant

toknowanythingaboutBhutaskhim don'thire

someonetolookintohim causechancesare

thathewillfindoutandnizoxabana.Thirdlyyou

don'tknowthestrugglesthatbhutihadtoget

throughsohecouldgetwhereheistodayso

youjudginghim won'tassistanyoneincluding

yourself.LastlyFikaworshipsthegroundthatI

walkon,Idon'tcarewhetherherobsspace

shipsforaliving,Ilovehim asheisandhe

makessurethatIfeellovedandprotectedall

thetime."Shewipeshertears"Doyouknow

thatBhutispentcloseto5yearsnotcoming

home,thedayhesetfoothomewaswithSisi

andshedraggedhim there.Siyabongatried

killingherwhenshewaspregnantwithLandi,



Bhutiwasreadytodisownuswhodoyouthink

spokesensetohim?Huh?Didyouknowthat

SiyakhaandYakhilearenotherkidsbutshe

hasbeenSiyakhasmotherfrom thedayhis

motherlefthim ontheirdoor.Theywerenot

evenmarriedthen.Yakhilesmom camewith

dramabutsisistayedandtodayyouwant

questionhercharacter"shesighswithtears

rollingdownherface.

Mom:"It'sthatIam badmouthingherbut"

Me:"Angikaqedi,SibaniisSiyathokozassonbut

Sisitookhim in.YouandusisSisiandnowyou

wanttolabelherbad?Uzozikhiphakuthina

strong,whateverBhutiisdoingthatisillegalI

betheisdoingonhishisownandithas

nothingtodowithSisiYomuzi.Iknowforafact

thatFikaandhim workedtogetherbeforeanyof

usgotinvolved.Itreallyhurtsmethatyou

wouldhavebadthoughtsabouttheoneperson

whohasbeenbyyoursideallalong"shewipes



hertears"I'm notangryatyoubutI'm hurtand

disappointed,theminuteyouwalkinourlives

youthinkitsokaytojudgethedecisionswe

havemademama,FikahaslovedmewhenI

couldntevenlovemyself,thatwomanyouleft

mewithhasnevertaughtmehowtolove

myselfbuthelovedmenonethelesswithallmy

issuesandfrom whatI'veheardaboutyour

husbandhewasnosainteither.Removeall

thosethoughtsaboutSisiandherfamilyfor

yourowngood"shenodsandstandsup

Mom:"Iam soproudofthewayyoustandup

forthoseyouloveeventhoughIwasnotthere

toteachyouloyaltybutIseethatyou'vefound

loveandyou'renotafraidtodieforit,neverlet

goofthatboy,Iseethewayhelooksatyouit

remindsmesomuchofyourfather.Don'tlet

yourstubbornassgetinthewayofyourgrowth

withhim,IneedtospendtimewithyourSisi

andseewhathasmykidsgoingcrazyabouther.



EvenAkhilecan'tstoptalkingabouther"we

shareachuckle"I'm sorryagainandthankyou

forputtingmeinmyplaceLolokaFika"

Me:"Wowmom"shelaughs"StopcallingFikaa

boyhissuchagrownman"

Mom:"Heeeephelahisyourmannotmine

habe"sheclapsherhands"letmegofeedthe

crècheyourbrotherbroughthome"wewalk

walkout,Nzuluhasbeenfastasleepallalong.

Thebroodissohappytoseeme,I'vemissed

them Ihaven'tseenthem inawhile,everyoneis

talkingatthesametimetryingtotellmeabout

schoolandthatandthat.

Akhile:"Yathatswhatyougetforlocking

yourselfupinthatroom,tellheraboutyournew

friendCloeLandi"Ilookathim withdisbelief

thiskidcangoonforhoursandsheismore

thenexcitedtotellmeabouthernewfriendbut

itseemslikesomethingisbotheringher



Landi:"LolowhereisUncleFikasbaby"whaaat

"Wellmalum wam saidwenayoutookhisbaby

away"shefoldsherarmsacrossherchestlolI

forgotshecanbesodramatic

Me:"ButitsmybabytoonjeLandile"shelooks

soconfused"NzuluismybabyanduncleFikais

hisFather"shestilllooksmoreconfused

Landi:"Butmalum wam saidthebabiesnameis

Sanda"ohmygosh,Itakeherhandandwewalk

tothekitchencauseI'm hungry

Me:"WellNzuluhastwonamesjustlikeyou,

youareLifalandileKuthulaandwecallyou

LandiwhilemalumecallsyouKuthulaor

princessright"shenodslookinglikeshenow

getsitlolthiskid.Smangeleofferstomakeus

foodsowegobacktheeveryoneattheTV

room.Fikaarrivesandthehouseisnoisyagain,

hehasababymonitorandnewbottleswitha

breastpumpandsaysitsagiftfrom Lihle,its

likesheknewIneededit.Wewalkuptothe



nursary,butheasksmethatwetalkinmyroom.

AssoonasIclosethedoorbehindmehe

smasheshislipsonmewithsomuchhunger.

Fika:"Imissyoumuch"IblushImisshim too

"LoloIwantustogetmarriedIwantSandaand

youtobewithmeallthetime.Iwantyoubymy

sideallthetime.Ican'tevenkissyoukahlela,

itslikeIhavetotiptoearoundyourfamily"I

sigh"MinangizoklobolanextweekendLondile"

Me:"Awmdalaletmefinishmydegreefirst"he

let'sgoofmywaistandsitsonthebed"what's

therushvele"

Fika:"Wowwenayoudon'tseeaproblem with

thissetting?Londileyourmom willcome

knockinganyminutefrom nowtomakesure

thatwearenotdoinganything,ngimdalakabi

forsuchandIneedtoaskforpermissionifI

wantyofetchyouandyouguyscan'tsleepover"

hesoundsirritated



Me:"AhFikayouknowukuththatsdonesowe

don'tgetintimateandwe'releftwithjusttwo

moremonthsnow"hestandsupandwalksto

thedoor

Fika:"Inkingayakhoisthatawungithathi

serious"hewalksofftothenursary,Isighand

followhim andIfindhim playingwithNzuluand

pickupmyphoneandtakeafewpic'stheylook

socute.Amessagefrom Zwepopsup"Tell

yourboyfriendtocomebackwithmykids"

Me:"Zweisaskingthatyoucomebackwiththe

kids"

Fika:"HayiwhosaidI'llgotoLaLucia"mnxm he

willleavewiththekidsvelecauseLandiisgoing

tocryforhim butngizothula.Wesitandplay

withNzulu,webathhim anddresshim up,

takingpictureshereandthere"youshouldsend

methosepictures"Inod,hisnotevelookingat

mehisplayingwithhisson"Hisgrowingso

fast,kmelesenseimbelekoafterwecome



backfrom yourhouse"haaaaanotherweekend

ofgoatsandchickenshayingeke

Me:"Okay,ngobauzongloboladoesthatmeanI

willhavetogodoutshwalabesiZulu"Iseehim

smile,hekissesNzulu

Fika:"Didyouhearthatboy,mommywillmarry

meMntungwamommywillbemywife"heputs

him andpullsmehim andkissestheshitoutof

me"I'llmakeyouthehappiestwomanonthis

earthbaby"

Insert92

Zwe

Iam notproudofallthesecretsthatIhavekept

anddidn'ttellmywifebutIjustwantedtokeep

hersafe.Inourbusinessthelesspeopleknow

aboutwhatyoudothemoresafetheyarebut



mysecretstodayhaveleftmewithanunhappy

wife.Mpandeislayingonmychest.Ihaven't

madelovelikethatinforeverandIam grateful

thatitswithmysoulmate.

Me:"Ineedtotellyoueverythingfrom the

beginningandnotleaveoutanythingbutwe

needtimewhichwedon'thavealuxuryofthis

weekendandthenext,Ineedallyourattention

love.IafternextweekIwilltellyoueverything

eventhetiniestofdetailsIjustneedyouyouto

givemetime,Iknowgoinghomewillgivea

hardtime,kuneDramakwaZungusoIdon't

wantyougoingtheresewukhatheleemotionally

causeIneedyoutoshowupformeplease"she

sighs

Yomuzi:"Okaylove,wherearemykidsIneedto

seemykids"shegoestoourclosetandputson

myboxersandabiggreyT-shirt"



Me:"Idon'tknowwhethertheboysandLandi

arebackfrom mymoms,IhadaskedAkhileto

takethem withbecauseweneededtimetosort

ourselvesoutbutthetwinsarewithugogo"

Yomuzi:"Hayiitsaschoolnightnje,Zinkwaziis

sofarwhywouldyoudothat?"

Me:"ChillItextedLonditoaskFikatodrop

them off,butIthoughttheywerenotgoingto

schoolsinceweareleavingearlytomorrow"

shelookspissed

Yomuzi:"Doyouknowhowharditistoget

thosekidstodoanything,Ihavetosendthem

toschoolsoIcanpackanddogroceriesbefore

theycomebackbecausetheymakeithardto

doanythingandwenayoudon'tevenhelp"she

foldsherarms

Me:"AwbabyIwillgetthecarreadynjeyou

knowhowhopelessIam withpacking"sheis

soannoyedrightnow.Shegetsout,I'm



guessingsheisgoingtothetwins.Istaybehind

andgetdressedandIwalkoutandfindherwith

thetwinsinthekitchen,myboyshavegrownso

muchandtheyaresocute,Itakeafewsnaps

withherfeedingthem,Mlandoisofcauseon

hismomslapwhereasMniniisplayingandthen

hejumpsuptomeassoonasheseesme.I

pickhim upandgositnexttohismom.

Me:"arewedrivinginthesamecarksasa?"

Yomuzi:"Won'tyouneedtheRangertomove

thegoatsfrom kwaGogotoyourhouse,Iwas

thinkingItaketheH1andyoutaketheRanger"

Me:"Haaa,whoareyougoingtodrivewith?

WithallthekidsngekeMuntu"

Yomuzi:"I'llaskNcanetodrivedownwithus,

I'm surehewon'thaveaproblem atallthat"

hayi

Me:"HayiMinangihambenobani"

Yomuzi:"haaibokantuhlaleuhambanobani,



awungiyekahawu"Iquicklykissherandshe

abruptlypushesmeoff"what'swrongwithyou

hawu,therearekidshere"

Me:"SoIcan'tkissmywifenowherebecause

therearekidsngekeke,Iam drivingwithyou

andAkhilewilldrivetheRanger"shenodsnot

payingtome.Laterthebroodcomesinrunning,

onlyLandiissleepinginherunclesarm,Itake

herandthankFikawhilewalkingawaytolay

herdown.

Iwalktothesittingroom whereIfindmywife

andFikachatting,justasIsittheboysstandup

bidgoodbyeandleave,Mninifollowsthem and

thebabynamawhocan'twalk.Isittomywife.

Theyaregivingeachotherawkwardlooks,Fika

speaksfirst

Fika:"Sbalikukhonaincwadiengiybhalele

abakwaZungu.NgiyishiyenoSiswam la"and



withthathestandsandbidsgoodbye.Firstly

FikanevercallsmeSbalisoIknowwhateveris

inthatletterwon'tmakemehappy.

Me:"What'sinthelettersisikaFika"shegives

methescariestsideeyebutnotmoved

Me:"Hewantstopaydamagesandlobolaon

theshedaynextweek"Idon'tsayanythingI

justfkiothroughtheTVchannelsandwesitin

awkwardsilence.

Igodropthekidsoffatschool,thenheadhome.

SomethingisannoyingaboutworkIfeellikeI

haveasnitchbutIknowitcan'tbeanything

from workbecauseeverythingthereislegit

theresosomeonehastobesnitchingat

warehouseIjustneedtofindoutwhobutI'm

stillfixingmyfamilyIneedtofocusonthat.I

findmywifedressedupandreadytogo,ugogo

isfeedingthetwinswhoIknowwillcrywhen



Mpandeleaves.

Me:"Siyaphilove?"Iaskandkissherforehead.

Mpande:"Macroinspringfield,Ialsoneedafew

itemsforthekidswewillstartatgateway"I

wanttorollmyeyesbutIcan't,akawaziuFew

uMpande.Wedriveout,wehadtousetheFord

Rangerbecauseshehasthingforbuyingin

bulk.

Whenwegettogatewaywegotodifferent

clothingshops,shebuysthingsforSandaand

allthekidsathome,wegotoMarkhamsand

getashorts,underwearandvestsforme,Ilove

mywife,weheadtoZarawhereshegets

herselfafewdressesandshoes.Wepassthe

pharmacycauseshesayswealwaysneedto

havemedicationonstandbyforthekids.She

alsobuysafewlaundrybasketsandsaysitfor

ourroom backinLaLuciathentheonebackat

homeandforthekidsroom athomenot

forgettingtheoneforLondi.



Me:"NgikhathelemanjeMinaasambefuthiI

needtofetchthekids"justasIsaythatI

receiveacallfrom thekidsschoolsayingwe

shouldmakeourwaythereitsanemergency.

Uponarrivingthereweheadtotheprincipals

officeandallthekidsstandingrather

uncomfortablefarfrom whoeverisfacingthe

principal.SiyakhalooksangrywhereasYaya

andSibanilookliketheywerecrying.Landiis

tooquiettoo.

Principal:"MrandMrsZungu,wearesosorry!"

Whatisshesorryabout,Mpandeisnextto

Siyakhaandsheturnsalsoangrylookingatthe

principal

Mpande:"Whohitmyson?"Thisofficetoobig

man,andwhothefuckhitSiyakha,asIwalk

closertohim Iseethathisalsobeencryingand

youcanclearlyseethehandmarkonhisleft



cheek.Thereissilent"MrsHazelhurstIam

askingyouaquestion"thisladybetterstart

talkingnow.

Principal:"MrsZungupleaseunderstandthat

wedidntknowwhatwashappeninguntilitwas

toolate"shetriestocalm downMpandebut

sheismakingitworse,whoisthisperson

shakingonthechair."Afterlunchtoday,Siyakha

flewoutofclassafterhesawYakhilebeing

draggedtothegatebythisladywhoclaimsto

behismother"shockisanunderstatement,

whatthefuck!"Herantocomecallmeandran

backtohisbrotherandwhenIgottothegate

shewashittingSiyakhawhowasholding

Yakhilefordearlife,infacttheywereholding

eachothercryingbutshekeptonhittinghim"

Mpandequicklygoestothisladyonthechair,I

stopherbeforeshebecomesviolentinfrontof

thekids"Thepoliceareontheirway,the

securityatthegatehelpmegetherhere"



Me:"Lovethekidsshouldn'tseeyoulikethis,

calm down"shemovesawayjustthenIseethis

personitsBongeka.Ishouldkillthisbitch.

Mpandegoesbacktotheboysandkissestheir

foreheadstellingthem theydidgood.I'm so

hurtandangryrightnow.

Mpande:"Iwanttofilearestrainingorder

againstthatbitch"

Bongeka:"Ijustwantedtoseemyboy"we

seriouslycan'thavethisconversationinfrontof

thekids.

Mpande:"Youthoughtitwasbetteryouvoilet

mysonintheprocess,youthoughtitsbetter

youtraumatizeYayaevenmore"

Bongeka:"Butyouwouldn'tletmeseehim"she

cries,Iwanttobeasfarawayaspossiblefrom

herbecauseIdon'ttrustmyself

MrsHazelhurst:"Pleasecalm downMrsZungu

youarescaryingthekids"itstruenowLandiis



cryingandMpandehasYakhileandSiyakha

nexttoher,I'm sureiftheywerenotthistalland

bignowshewouldbecarringthem.

Mpande:"Calm down!Calm down!Howdidshe

evengetinsidetheschool,whatifshetookmy

boy?Haveyouseenmysonsface?Doyousee

anythingnormalaboutthiswoman"sheshouts,

ItakeoutmyphoneandcallNsikaonlyhecan

handlehissisterwhensheislikethisandIam

reallynotinanypositiontocalm herdown.

Bongekastandsup"andwheredoyouthink

you'regoing,hlalaphansiwenatodayyouwill

sleepinacell,usilewena"I'm gratefulthatthe

kidsareintheroom otherwiseitwouldbelate

forBongeka.Thepolicearriveandprincipal

explainseverythingtothem,oneoftheofficers

isMokoana,whydomyancestorshatemeso

much?

Insert93



Yomuzi

Iam angry,beyondhurt.Whywouldshedothat

tomychildren,Ididsaywhenevershewas

readytoreconnectwithYayashecometo

him,butshechosetobeatupmychild.Whoin

theirrightmindbeatsupakid.Thisguyis

takingastatementfrom MrsHazelhurst.

Mokoana:"MrsZunguwemeetagain,uManzini

akashoukuthuneDramaengaka"

Zwe:"Yebaba,phumakuNkosikaziwami"

Mokoana:"Doessheknowaboutyourshady

dealings,oohlookwhoseherethewholegang"I

lookupandseemybrothers,Nsikaimmediately

comestomeandsidehugesmekissingmy

forehead."Youguysaresoextrawhatareyou

alldoinghere"

Nhlanhla:"UngasijwayelawenaSdudla,usho

ngeDiabetesla"hisfacechanges.



Mokoana:"I'lltaketheladyintocustody,Idon't

knowwhat'shappeningbetweenyouandthis

ladyallIknowisthattherearekidsinvolved

andshouldanythinghappentoheryouhavea

lotofexplainingtodo"

Nsika:"Soyou'realsoaPsychologistsdudla"he

pullsmeawayandthekidsfollow,Iwanttocry

sobadbutIcan'tcausemykidsarecounting

onme.

Me:"Comeboys,cometoMuntu"theyallwalk

tome,IlookatSiyakhahischeekisslightly

swallonifhewerelighthischeekwouldbered.

"YoudidgoodManzini,youprotectedyour

brother,youdidgreatbigboy"Ihughim andcall

theothersandtheyjointhehug,theirdadjoins

ustoo,hiseysarewatery.Indeedithasbeen

anemotionalfewhours"Iloveyouguys"Zwe

kissesmeandweheadtothecar.Westillhave

todrivetotheSouth,thegroceriesaren'teven

doneyet.Ijustwanttosleepandcuddlewith



mykidsbutIknowthatsnotevenanoption

rightnow.

I'dbenothingwithoutmysisterLihle,she

alwayspullsthrough,whenwewerecalledat

schoolIaskedhertohelpmeoutwithgrocery

shoppingandshedidthemost.Mysiblingsare

atmyhousewellexceptforThemba.Theyall

lookworried.Theyhelpmeputallthethingsin

thecar,FikaleavessayinghehastoseeLondi

andSandabeforetheyleave,Iknowhewill

driveupwiththem,Ialsoknowhewillbedriving

totheSouthalmosteveryday.ItssafetosayI

am avoidingthisBongekaissue,Idon'twantto

talkaboutitnorthinkabout,IknowIwilllooseit

anditstakingeverystrengthinmenottogo

crazyrightnow.IseeNsikaisheretomonitor

meandZweisafraidtoevenlookatmeinthe

eye,Iknowhestillhasn'tdealtwithwhat

happenedtodayjustlikemebutIam scaredfor



thosewhowillbeatthereceivingend.

Akhileisrunninglateandwehavetoleave,his

goingtobedrivingtheRangerandZweandI

aredrivingtheH1withthekids,Aphiwewas

supposetocometowithusbutshewillbe

drivingwithAkhilenowtokeephim company,I

alsothinkthattheywanttogettoknoweach

other.MybrothersandLihleleaveaftertheyare

surethatIwillbefine,Iappreciatethat.Akhile

comesinwithabigbag,Iguesshegotinwhile

mysiblingswereleaving.Wehandhim thekeys

andhesayshewillfetchAphiwethejoinuson

theroadwiththathisgone.Zwesmotherwill

comewiththeDlaministomorrowwithagoat

toapologisetotheancestorsforbeinghome

forsomanyyears.Iknowwewillfind

BabomncaneandGogotherenotforgetting

Zwesauntswhodrianme.Thedriveisnotas

quietasIthoughtitwouldbe.Thekidsareso



chattyevenSiyakhaandYaya.Wegettothe

homesteadbeforethesungoesdown,itsbusy.

Iwanttojustretireinmyroom butIdon'thave

thatluxury,itsacursebeingtheonlyMakoti,

Babomncaneisnotmarriedbuthedoeshave

childrenwhovisitoccasionally,hisfirstbornis

Londisage.

AstheytakeoutthegroceriesIrushtoour

bedroom andputonmypinaforeanddoek

acrossmyshouldersandcomfortableshoes.

Mybedroom isdirty,infactthiswholeflatis

dirtynje,butI'llhavetodealwiththatonceI'm

done.IquicklygotothemainhousewhereI

findeveryonebusy,Igreetandgotothedinning

room whereIfindGogoandBab'BhekiwithZwe

andAkhile,MaShandulooksangry,Iwantto

laughbutGogoontheotherhandlooksthrilled

andfascinated.

Me:"Sanibonani"Isaywithahugegrinonmy



face

Gogo:"Makhumalo,ngazengajabula.Thisone

lookslikeareplicaofmysonwithouttheeyes

ofcause"wealllaugh"Thankyou,Iknowyour

husbandwouldn'thavedoneitwithoutit"Zwe

rollshiseyes,Ireallywanttolaugh.Iwalkback

tothekitchenandmakethesepeopleteaand

giveallthekidsfood.

Akhile:"Thisfamilyissobig"shitthisone

scaredmeIdidn'tseehim comein"Ithas

alwaysbeenmeandmom,Ihardlyconnected

withmomssideofthefamily"hecontinuesto

talk.

Me:"Wellthisfamilyhasnothingonmyfamily,

I'm sureyou'venoticed.Haveyoumetyour

othersisters,MbaliandSno"heshakeshis

headsoIpointhim tothem.Letmegofindmy

husband.Igotothesittingroom andhisnot

there,soIleavetoourflatandIfindhim laying

onthebedfacingtheceiling.Iwalkuptohim



takeoffmyshoesandlaynexttohim andwe

laytheirinsilence.

Zwe:"DoyouthinkIpushedBongekatothat

point?"Huh?Whatdoeshemeannow."Iheard

thatheartbreakcanmakepeoplegocrazy,I

meanInevertreatedhergood.Ialwayscheated

onher,likeallthetime.Ijustdidn'tcareabout

her,shewasconvenientshecooked,washed

myclothesandmadesureIhadacleanplace.

Angazhowtoputit,butweneverhadthis,what

meandyouhave,Ihaveneverhaditwithher

andtodayIthinkIsawthatshewasactually

angrywithmeandshewoulddoanythingto

makemefeelpaintoo.Shedoesn'tcareabout

Yayasheneverdid,I'm surewhenshegot

pregnantshethoughtshewouldtrapme"he

sighs"thewayshewaslookingatmemademe

souncomfortableitwaslikeshewas

confirmingthatIwasindeedhurt"

Me:"Ithinkyouoweheranapologythen,cause



itlookslikeshewillalwaysbecomingbackto

tortureyouandsheknowsthatyourweakness

isthekids"heturnstofaceme

Zwe:"Shemustdareme,I'llkillher,I'llkillher

forreal"

Me:"Zwesheishurting,justapologise,I

promiseshewillbedefeated.Anapologywon't

killyounawe,justcalloncewearedonehere"

Zwe:"Let'scallherwithyourphone"huh?

Me:"Isn'tshearrested?"

Zwe:"I'm sosurethatstupiddetectivelethergo

justtospitme"helooksannoyednow.

Me:"Kantiwhat'shisdeal?"

Zwe:"Putitonloudspeaker"hawuhisignoring,

Itakeoutmyphoneandcallheronloud

speakerofcause.Itringsforawhileandjustas

Iam abouttodropsheanswers

Bongeka:"Yini?"Zweisabouttoberudewhich



willmakethingsworsesoIspeaksfirst

Me:"HeyBongekahowareyou?"

Bongeka:"Ayaymusaukungimakethawena

whatdowant?"Okayletmeshutitnow,

becauseI'lllooseitfast.IkickZwesohecould

speak

Zwe:"Bongekaum uhm..Iwantedustotalkdo

youhavetime"Irollmyeyes

Bongeka:"Angithingiphendulilewhydon'tyou

saywhatyouwanttosay"ItrytositupsoIcan

leavebutZwepullsmebackdownmnxm.

Zwe:"I...Iwouldliketoapologise,bongeka"he

sighs"Iam sorryforeverywrongthatIdidwhile

weweretogether.IwasanassandIhaveno

excuseforthewayItreatedyou.Youdidn't

deserveallthatIputyouthroughandforthatI

am deeplysorry"Ihearsniffingonhersideof

theline"pleaseforgivemeanddon'tallowyour

angertowardsmechangeyou.You'rebeautiful



andsmartanddriven"okaynowhispushingit"

thereisalotthatiswaitingforyououtthere

kodwaitlookslikeyourresentmenttowardsme

hasdelayedyourprogress.Ngiyaxolisa"

Bongeka:"Why?Idideverythingforyou,Itried

tomakeyouhappybutyouneverappreciated

myefforts.NothingIeverdidwasenough.We

weretogetherforyearsbutIneverevenhadthe

keytoapartment,youdidn'twantmenear

whereyoustayedbutshecameandinleasthen

ayearsheknewyourinsandouts.Whatisit

thatmadeherbetterthanme"sheiscryingall

theseYearssheisstillangry

Zwe:"WithherIjustknewthatweweremade

foreachother.Thereisnothingwrongwithyou

"exceptthatsheiscraycraybutokay"but

Mpandeismysoulmate,sheismylifeline.I

am sorrythatyouwerenottheonebutI'm sure

thatyoursoulmateisouttherewaitingforyou"

shecrieslouder.



Bongeka:"ButIwantyouZwe"MayeeZimu!

Zwe:"Noyoudon't,youliketheideaofme

beingwithyou.Youneedtoletgoandmoveon.

Youknoweventhisphonecallwasheridea.

BongekaIwasnotgoodforyouthenandI'm

stillnotgoodforyounow.Theonlypersonyou

needtofocusonrightnowisyoursonwhoyou

hardlyknow.That'swhereyourheartshouldbe"

shesniffs

Bongeka:"Okay,Iforgiveyou.ThankMpande

forme,I'm reallysorryabouttoday,Idon'tknow

whatgotintome,ngiyaxolisaIwillnever

happenagain,I'lldobetterI'llbeabettermother,

Ipromise,bye"shedropsthecall

Me:"ButngifunawenaZwe"Isaymimicingher

andweburstintolaughter.I'm gladthatwe

havedealtwiththatandhopefullyweare

movingon.
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Londi

Iam sonotlookingforwardtogoingtothe

South,likeangifuni.IfeellikeI'm notready,the

lasttimeIwastherewasthatawefulChristmas

lolyazwehavedramakodwa.I'm donepacking

thoughtandwaitingforFikatocometakeus

home,hecalledsayinghehadtorushtoseesis

YomuzisomethingcameupIhopenothing

happened.Akhileisstillwalkingaroundthis

house.Ifthere'sonethinghehastolearnabout

Bhutisthatheispunctualandhewillleavehim

behind,hemustaskAphiwe.

Me:"Yazuzosalawenausakhamisela!"Isayto

him ashewalkspastmytotohisroom once

again

Akhile:"Idon'tknowwhattopackLondi,I'm just

nervouslikebanjanlapha,aretheygoingtolike

me.ImeanIstillhavetomeetmyothersiblings



andtherestofthefamily"lolthisiscute,hisso

stressedhahaha.

Me:"Relaxman,you'llbedrivingupAphiwe

right?"Henods"shetalkstomuchsoyouwon't

missmuch,Snoisthebitchyonebutshe'scool

onceyougettoknowherandMbali,welllet's

justsayshedoesn'tlikeanyone.MaShanduwell

uzombonanaweandthenGogoisabreathof

freshairyou'llseeandBab'Bhekiisfunnyand

cool,you'llmeettheauntsandcousinstheyare

notbad.Butwatchwhatyoueat.Donteat

anythingthat'snotmadebyAphiwe,Sisior

myselfuyangizwa?"Helooksshaken"I'm dead

seriousAkhile"

Akhile:"OkayLwandle"Ireallydon'tlikethat

name.Him andmom lovethrowinginmyface.

"Areyouleavingwithmeorisyourbaefetching

you?"Lolthisidiot

Me:"IthinkFikaisfetchingme,heshouldbeon

hisway"



Akhile:"Okayletmeloveandleaveyou"he

walkstoNzuluandkisseshim onhisforehead

thenbidsgoodbye.

Fikaarrivesandwehittheroadandnarrates

theBongekastory,I'm sopissed,whodoesshe

thinksheismessingwiththekidslike

that?Worseshedoesn'tevenmakeaneffortto

seeYaya,hayi!Iwon'tsayIam gladthatFika

doesn'thavebabymamadramaeventhough

thekidsarenothisbutLindirespectshim,well

I'm notsurewhetheritsrespectorfear.

Me:"WherearewegoingKant?"IaskwhenI

seehim takeaturntoMountEdgecomb

Fika:"Ijusthavetotakeafewthingsendlini

thensihambe"whydidn'thetakethem before

hecametomehayisuka,andwhyishebeing

weirdaboutit,hekeepsstealinglooksatme.

Me:"I'vebeenmeaningtoask,whendidyoubuy



thecarseat"IturnandseethatNzuluis

peacefullysleepingthere,thisbabysleepsalot.

Fika:"Itookitfrom Yomuziangithitheyhavea

crèchesoitwastheresoItookit"Ilaugh

Me:"Youseenowthem havingacrechehas

assistedus"helaughstoo.Wegettothehouse

andhepullsupandgoestotakeNzuluoutof

thecar"didn'tyousayyouweretakingafew

thingsthenweleave?"

Fika:"Iam,Ialsowanttosend2emailsthenwe

go,comelet'sgo"hedoesn'tevenwaitforme

torespondheleaves.Ifollowhim andfindhim

pattingNzulusblanket.Hequicklypullsmeto

him andstartskissingme.SweetMary,Mother

ofJesus.I'vemissedthis.Heiskissingmelike

hislifedependsonit,Icanfeelhismanhood

growingonmytummy.Iletoutasoftmoanand

massagehim slowly.I'vemissedhim somuch.

IpullawayjustasIrememberthatwearenot

supposetobedoingthisandlookupathim.



Hiseyesaretinyandred.

Me:"We'renotsupposeto,Idon'tthinkI've

healeddownthere"IknowI'vehealed,itsjust

thatIam notasconfidentasIusetobewith

mybody,thestretchmarksonmytummyand

thefactthatitstakingitssweettimetogoback

toitsnormalsize.

Fika:"Ngizoyfakakancanebaby"Ilaughhisso

hornyrightnowitsnotevenfunny.Hepullsme

tohim andputshishandunderneaththedressI

am wearing,rightthroughmypanties.Iam so

wetIdontknowwhyIam evendenyinghim.He

playswithmedownthere,withhismiddle

fingergoinginandoutofmyNuna.Ican'tstop

myselffrom moaningloud,heshutsmeupwith

akissandpicksmeup,hewalkswithmetothe

bedroom andhelaysmedown.Hewantstake

offmydressbutItotallyrefuse.I'm notready

forhim toseemelikethis.Hekissesmewhile

undoinghisbeltandhelet'sgoofmepulling



downhispants,nowhisleftwithjusthisvestI

dontknowwhenwetookoffhisshirt.He

strokeshismanhoodwhilesmirking.

Me:"Babydoyouhaveacondom"

Fika:"HayihayiLondile,sincewhendoweuse

condomsmanje"hegetsbackontopofme

payingnoattentiontomyplea.I'm hurt.

Heeaseshimselfinsidemeandwemoan

together,itsabitpainfulbutnothingIcan't

handle.Hebitsmyneckandblowsit,heknows

thatdrivesmecrazy.Imeethim halfwaywith

histhrusts.I'vemissedthis.Hestartsmoving

faster,withhisfingerplayingwithmyclit"fuck

babe,I'vemissedthissomuch"hesays

thrustingashardashecan.

Me:"Aaaahloveuyangilimaza"myjointscan't

takeit,hestopsandturnsmearoundandputs

apillowunderneathmeandinsertshimself

again.NowIwishheIhadtakenthisdressoff



causewearesweatingoneachother.His

strokesarenowslowandlongwiththetipof

hisfingeronmybuthole,applyingalittle

pressure.Thisshitfeelsgood,Imoanlouderas

hethrusts

Fika:"Doyoulikethatbaby,doyoulikehowI'm

makingyoufeel"yesssdamnit.Ican'tstop

moaningatthispleasure.Hestartspickingup

hispaceandgroans."FuckbabyI'm coming"

hesoonreleaseshisjuicesinsidemeandfalls

ontopofme.Thatwasgreat.Wecatchour

breathandIstandupgotohisclosetandtake

outabigtowelandwalktotheensuit.

"Sincewhendoyounotundressinfrontofme?"

Iignorehim carryon.AssoonasIgetinIlock

thedoor,Iknowhisfollowingme."Hawuwhyis

thedoorlocked."Ishowerinpeace.OnceI'm

doneIcomeoutandhisnottherebutmybags

areheregreat.Iquicklychangebeforehewalks

in.I'm donesoIwalkoutandIfindhim feeding



Nzuluhisbottle.

Me:"Mlethesoyoucangoshoweritsgetting

late"there'sjustawkwardsilencebetweenus,I

thinkhisangryatmeorsomething.Idon'tcare,

Ijustgavehim sexKantufunani.HeputsNzulu

backintothatcarseat,pettymuch,andhe

walksbacktothebathroom.Afterawhilehe

comesbackwearinghismuskhoody,heknows

IloveitbutIwon'tsayanythingangithi

asikhulumi,hiswearingwhitesweatpantsand

whiteSuperegos.Hishandsome,MinaIam

eatingbutI'm readytoleave.Hetakeshiskeys

from thetableandpicksNzuluup

Me:"Haveyousentthatemailthatyouwanted

tosend?"Iaskhonestlycausethat'swhywe

werehereright?Hechucklesandwalksout

leavingmeconfused.Ifollowhim out,andfind

him standingnexttomydoor,assoonasIget

thereheopensitandIgetinandheruns

aroundtohisdoor,getsinthenwearegone.I



checkmyphoneandfindanSMSfrom Sisi

Yomuzi"Ungamithi!Yourbrotheristhrowinga

tantrum,pleasehurry"Ireplywithalaughing

faceemojiandI'm onmyway.

Me:"CanwegopastapharmacysoIcanget

themorningafterpill"henodsanddrivesto

Gateway,wegetthereandhesaysIjuststay

insidebecausengizomoshaiskhathiandwith

thathisgone.Minuteslaterhisbackwithfood,

thepillandwater.Idrinkitthereandthen.

ThedriveisveryslowformylikingbutIwon't

sayanything.

Fika:"Afterthelobolayouguysaremovingin

withme"

Me:"Arewediscussingthisorthisfinal?"

Fika:"What'sthatsupposetomean?Londiledo

youthinkthisupanddownisniceforme?

Everythingismonitored,wecan'tbeenina



room withoutyourmom checkonusevery

fuckingfiveminutes"Ikeepquiet"listenIwant

youandmysonnexttome,Iwanttoseeyou

likeallthetime.Wewillgetanannysoyoucan

focusonschool.Yourcarisreadyyou'lldrive

yourselftoschoolorIcangetyouadriver.Iwill

getyouallyouwant"

Me:"Soyou'danythingexceptspeaktoabout

movingin"Ilookathim andhisshocked,Iturn

andlookattheroad.

Fika:"LondileIthoughtyou'dbehappyabout

this,youdon'twanttomoveinwithme"he

soundshurtbutIwon'tlethim manipulateme

intodoingthis."LondiIloveyou,Iwantustobe

afamily,Iwantmysontogrowuplikeme,with

bothparents"Ikeepquiet"Lolongiyakhuluma

nje"

Me:"Idontknowwhattosay,youhavethis

plannedoutbutnotoncedidyouthinkwe

shouldtalkaboutit.Iam notreadyforthatstep



andyouknow,mydegreeisincompleteandI

won'thavetimetostudywhilebeingamother

andawife"

Fika:"Soyou'llbetravelingfrom Zinkwaziand

backeveryday,that'sridiculous"

Me:"NoI'm movingbacktores"

Fika:"Andmyson?"HisgettingangryIcanhear

itinhisvoice,I'm stillnotlookingathim.

Me:"I'llseehim onweekends"hechuckles

Fika:"Youcanstayatyourresorwhereverbut

MinaI'llbetakingmysoncauseclearlywena

awumfuni"Iwanttorollmyeyes.

Me:"You'rebeingchildish"hispissingmeoff.

Fika:"Noyou'retheonewhosebeingchildish

andselfish"

Me:"Mnxm fuseg"

Fika:"Angizwanga???"Ishouldnthavesaidthat,

infactheshouldn'thaveheardthat,Idon't



respond"uthifusegkuminaLondile?Ukhuluma

namikanjalo?"HeisscaryingmesoIwon't

respondatall.Heputhishandonmythighand

presseshisnailsagainstmyskin,itspainfulbut

Iwon'tsayanything

"NgithiukhulumanamiyiniLondileZungu,uma

wakhookufundiseukukhulumanamikanjalo,

kwathiwakiniubuyithukaindodayakho"my

tearsslidedownmycheeks,heisreallyhurting

me.Iwon'tsayanything,heremoveshishands

andI'm sureI'm bleedingsomewhereIwon't

look.Iwipemytearsandcontinuelookingout

thewindow."Idon'tcarewhetherwehavingan

argument,don'tevertalktomelikethat,don't

youeverswearatmeeveragain"heshouts

Me:"Awungiyeke"heclickshistongue.

Thedrivehasbeenquieteversincewethe

incident,weareclosenow,Itakeoutmyphone



andaskAphiwetocomefetchmeatthegate.

ButsherespondstellingmethatgogosaidFika

mustdriveinandcometoher.

Me:"AphiwesaysGogosaidshewantsto

speaktoyou"Isayandhelooksatmewith

uncertainty,mnxm.

Fika:"Whatdoesshewant"Iwon'tanswerthat

idiot!"Londilengikhulumanawe"

Me:"Howam Isupposetoknow,angithiI'm

herewithyou"Ishout,hewantstorespondbut

shakeshisheadrather,hetakesouthisphone

anddialsanumber,hiscallisconnectedtohis

carradiosoitimmediatelyringsoutloudandI

seeAphiwesnameappearthere

Aphiwe:"BabakaNzulusup?"Sheanswers

Fika:"Ngiyaphilahowareyoumamncane

kaSande"shelaughs

Me:"HaaiboourboyisNzuluhawu"



Fika:"Yazisizobona,Londilesaysyousaygogo

wantstoseeme"Iam justlistening"ufunani"

Aphiwelaughs

Aphiwe:"I'm notsurebutgogoisharmlessso

I'm sureitsnothingserious,futhiI'm sureshe

justwantstoseeubabakaMfana"theyboth

laugh"Where'sLondi,whyisshequiet"

Fika:"NangulasulkingKadengimninza"

Aphiwe:"HawuwhywouldyoudothatMdala

that'snotcool"

Fika:"TellheritsnotcoolukungithukaandI

won'teverpinchagain"stupidass.

Aphiwe:"I'm sureshehadherreasonsplease

understandandshe'snotonetopasswords

likethatI'm sureuwenanje"helaughs

Fika:"Veleshe'syoursistersoyousaysuchbut

umewangithukafuthiIwillpinchheragain"

Aphiwe:"Hayimdala"shehangsup.Wegetto



thegateanditsstillopenedsowedriveup.He

stopsbythenewhouse,helooksabitnervous.

Icomeoutandgototheboottotakemybags,I

seeAphiwewalkingtous.Shehugsmeand

goestotakeNzuluwhileFikahelpsmewiththe

bags.Nooneistalkingtoanyone.Wewalkwith

Fikafollowingme,wegettothesittingroom

whereIfindbhutZwe,Yomuzi,Gogo,

MaShanduandBab'Bhekisittingandtalking.

GogohasNzuluandisplayingwithhim.

Me:"Sanibonani"Igreetandtakeaseatnextto

gogowhoissittingonthefloor,shelooksup

andsmilesatme.

Fika:Sanibonaniekhaya"everyonegreetsback

MaShandu:"Yisoiskhathisokufikaekhaya

neNganeLondile?"Iwanttorollmyeyes

Fika:"NgixolisemaiminaobambekileKant

bengifunaukubonauSandangobabezobela

iwikilonkelelielizoqala"Mashanduchuckles,



Aphiwewalksinwithtraythathascakesand

juice,sheputsitinfrontofFika.Itrytostandso

Icanleavethem inpeacetotalkordowhatever

butgogoforcesmetositbackdown.

Gogo:"WeKhumalo!"Shecallsout

Fika:"YeboGogo"

Gogo:"Whenyouvisityoursisteratherhouse

yousawitfittodistractmygranddaughterin

herstudies?Howwillweevertrustourchildren

aroundyouumanibonaizintombiezinganeni

zasemzini?"Helooksdumbstruck,Iwantto

laugh.Gogoisnotevenpayingattentiontohim

butplayingwithNzulu

Mashandu:"Maybeoneofthem islookingat

Aphiwenow"everyoneisnowsilent.

Gogo:"IsawyouletterbutIthinkitstooearly,is

itpossiblethatyoupayjustforthelittleboy,

Londiisstillyoungandstillhasdreamsto

persue.Youontheotherhandyouhavedonea



lot,Ihearthatyou'reevendivorcedwhileIam

guessingyouareLondilesFirst"IseeFika

wipinghisfourhead."Iknowyouclaim tolove

eachotherbutIstronglyfeelthatyouwaitlet

yourlovegrow,Idon'twantLondiletoregret

thislateroninlife"Fikaishurt,ohmypoorbaby

Me:"Iwon'tgogo..."

Bab'Bheki:"Thulawena"heshouts

Gogo:"There'stheagegabtoo,Khumaloyou

mightbemanipulatinginganeyami"Iwantto

talkbutgogosideeyesme

Fika:"GogoIwanttomakeanhonestwoman

outofumaZungu.ThatiswhyIwantedtopay

forthedamagesandalsothebrideprice.

AngekengidlalengayeboManzini,

ngiyamthanda.Shehasgivenmethebestgift

anymancouldeveraskfor,Iknowsheisyoung

butwhatisagewhenthereislove.Iam sorry

forgettingherpregnantbeforemarriagebut



uyenaufakaziwami,I'vewantedtodothissince

thefirstdaywestartedtoseeeachother,

angekengimziseubuhlungungamabomu.

Ngicelaninginikeithubanjengobanathisanika

uZweithuba"

Zwe:"HayingengenaphimanjeMina"sis

Yomuzigiveshim thenastyeyeandheshrugs

hisshoulder.

Gogo:"NgiyakuzwabutIstilldon'ttrustyou

withher,justknowthatifyouhurtheryouwill

havemetodealwith,ngiyokuqalekisamfan

wamingekeukholwe"Islightlyliftupthedress

I'm wearingsohecanseewherehepinchedme,

heseesthisandhiseyespopandIquickly

coverit.

Fika:"IpromiseyouGogoIwillneverharm her"

Gogo:"Okay,seeyounextweek.Uphatheimali

ngobauzokhokhaayintoyokdlala"BhutZweis

laughingnonstopmuchtosisi'sannoyance.



AfterafewminutesFikastandsandbinds

goodbyeandItakethebabyfrom Gogoand

walkhim out,hetakesNzuluassoonasweare

outside.Noonesaysanythingwearewalkingin

silenceuntilwereachhiscar.

Fika:"I'm sorryIlostcontrolthere,Ishouldn't

havedonethat"hesaysleaningonthedoor.I

seeAphiwewalkingtowardsusinfactsheis

running.

Aphiwe:"GogosaysIshouldtakeNzuluback

insidecauseitslateandbhutZwesays

nihambeniyojolaphandlekweGate"Ilaughand

Aphiwetakesthebabyandwalksbackinafter

Fikahaskissedhim goodnight,wegetinthecar

andhedrivesoutandstopsoutsidethegate.

Me:"NamiIam sorryIshouldn'thavesworeat

you"hesighs

Fika:"Canyoupleasemoveinwithme?"He

looksatmedefeated



Me:"CanIthinkaboutit"heshakeshishead

andsighs

Fika:"okaythat'sfairIguess"heoutmyhadon

toponmine"I'llnotasyouguys,I'lltrytocome

upwhenIhavetime,ksasaIhavetodriveupto

kwaNongomatospeaktomyunclesandI'll

probablybebackMondaysoI'llmaketimeto

comeonTuesday"Inod,nowI'm sad.Helifts

upmyheadbyputtinghishandonmychinand

hekissesme,thekissislongandneedy,Iwant

toclimboverandsitonhim anditslikeheread

mymind."Comesitonme"hesayswitha

huskyvoice.Iclimboverandputmylegs

aroundhim andsitdirectlyonhishard

manhoodhelet'soutamoanasIdryhumphim.

Heliftshimselfupandlowershispantsandhis

memberspringsout.Isitonhim againandhe

shiftsmypanttothesidewhileplayingwithmy

clitandIinsertmyselfonhim.Hegroansloudly

asImoveupanddownonhim whilehespanks



me.Hewegoneonwhileandhequickenshis

paceandreleasesinsideme.Icanstillfeelhis

manhoodthrobbinginsideme.Hisphonerings

anditsconnectstohisBluetooth

Aphiwe:"Inganeiyakhala"webothlaughandI

jumpupwhileheopensthedoor,Ifeelhis

spermsgoingdownonmythighs.Hetakeswet

wipesonNzulusseaterandIwipemyself.We

kiss

Fika:"Iloveyousomuch"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"Irunbacktothehouse.

Insert95

Fika

Me:"Whatareyouguysdoingnow?"Iask.

Londi:"Ijustfinishedcleaningmyroom inthe

newhouse,phelaIhavetosleepherenow,this

room isbigmom putacotforNzulueven"I



laugh,shessoexcitedaboutmovingoutofthat

otherhouse

Me:"WhereisSanda?"

Londi:"HeiswithGogoI'llgofetchhim nowhe

needstosleepandlababamjayezaizandla,if

itsnotAphiweitsisYomuziorGogoevenBhut

Zwe,worseSisicarrieshim onherback,ngeke

whowilldothatmeseengekho?"Ilaugh

Me:"Uwenaumawengane.Ihavetogohe,I

loveyou,kissSandaforme"Iam drivinghome

withNsikaandNhlanhlatogotalkaboutthe

negotiationsandimbelekokaSanda.Ican'thelp

aboutfeelguiltyaboutwhatam doingtoLondi

butrightnowthat'stheonlywayI'llputpressure

onheretomarrymesowecouldofficiallybea

family.

Me:"GuysIthinkIdidsomethingbad,please

don'tjudgeme"Isaynotevenlookingatthem,I

knowtheywilljudgeme.



Nhlanhla:"I'llkeepanopenmind"Iknowhewill

Nsika:"I'llbejudgingtodaythanks!"Iexpected

thattoo."Well?Whathaveyoudonenow?"

Me:"ItrickedLondiintothinkingthatshewas

drinkingamorningafterpill,Ichangedthatpill

whenIopeneditforher".There'ssilenceanda

minutelaterthereloudlaughter.

Nhlanhla:"Whywouldyouwantherpregnant,

Sandaisjust2monthsoldndoda?"

Me:"Itstheonlywayshewillmarryme,ifshes

pregnantagainuzoshaywaamahloni,sikhuluma

njeshedoesn'twanttomoveinwithme"Isigh

Nsika:"Didyouaskheroryoutoldher"Isigh

"YouseewhenitcomestoLondiyouareyour

worstenemy,really.Worseuyazazathatyou

can'tkeepshitfrom her,shewillaskandyou

willtellher,whatdoyouthinkwillhappen"he

laughsinamockingtone.

Nhlanhla:"HayiNsika,heisdoingwhathe



thinksisbestforhisfamily"atleastmyboy

heregotmyback

Nsika:"Ohisthatso?Wenanjewouldyoudo

thatwithNomz"

Nhlanhla:"FuckNo,she'dmurderme"Nomais

duesoonsheiswithherfamilyinMpumalanga,

shesaidshewantedtoclosetohermom,much

toNhlanhlasirritation

Nsika:"YetyouthinkitsfinethatHedoesitwith

Londi"hisgotapointthere"Communicatewith

yourgirl,causeyouactuallydontknowhowshe

willreacttothesenews,youseeshewillsee

rightthroughyouandyouwillbedoomed"okay

IthinkIgotaheadofmyself.

Me:"Aykethedemagehasalreadybeendone"I

shrug.

Nsika:"youreallyneedtolearnhowto

communicateFiksoryouwilllooseout,these

kidsarenotafraidofwalkingaway."



Me:"Don'tsaythat,I'ddiewithoutLondi"they

laugh."MjitaIhaven'tspokentoAyandaina

while,sup?She'sbeendistant"Isaylookingat

Nhlanhla

Nhlanhla:"Yeah"

Nsika:"Hawuthat'sit?You'rejustgoingtosay

yeah??"

Nhlanhla:"IhitZenande"saaaaywhat?Outof

allofusNhlanhlaisthemostcalm sohim

hittingsomeoneisabitofastretch

Nsika:"Hawuwhy?Andwhydidn'tyoutellus?"

Me:"Yeah,that'ssounlikeyou"

Nhlanhla:"I'm stillgoingtobeattheshitoutof

him"hawunowI'm interestedtoknowwhat

wentdown

"ThatfoolistakingAyaforaride,hehasan

entirenewfamily,Imeanawifeandkidsthe

works"Ini?



"Iwalkedinonhim withhisfamilyatthe

hospital.TheladyhadbeenmypatientandI

toldherthatmysisterwasalsomarriedinto

thatsurnametoo,lastweekIam doingmy

roundsandIfindthatniggasittingtherewith

thekids,atfirstIthinkmaybehisthebrotherin

lawandthenmypatientcallstointroduceme

toherhusband"thisisreallypissingmeoff.

"Iknockedhisassoutthereandthen"

Nsika:"Isthatwhyyou'resuspended?"Henods

Fika:"You'reonsuspension?Noonetellsme

anythingyazandthatpissesmeoff"

Nsika:"Chillthisain'taboutyoumate"uthinilo

Nhlanhla:"ItsnothingIcouldn'thandle,soIgo

toAyastocheckherout,andIfindthenigga

thereandpaintingmebad"

Me:"Ihopeyouhittheshitoutofhim"

Nhlanhla:"Idid,kwashokeukuthAyaisa



khumalowehithim together"laughtereruptsin

thecar

Nsika:"How'sshethough?"

Me:"Ihopeshefilesfordivorce"

Nhlanhla:"TheyaremarriedinCOP"eiiiish

Nsika:"Shemustmoveherassetstome,I'll

playwiththebooksandseewhatcanbedone,

singadlalaizinjazakweminyimizi"likewhothe

FdoeshethinkheisnxaNja!

WegethomeandLihleiswithherkids,Sihle

andNdalo.Ishouldspendmoretimewithmy

peoplelike,I'm alwaysinDurbanbutIhardly

havetimeforLihle.I'm sureshecookedupa

storm.WeheadtothehouseafterIkissmy

niecesandnephews,itsalwaysgoodtobe

home.

Me:"SesfikileboKhumalo"



Lihle:"BabakaSizesandaLunzuluKhumalo,

babakaBoy,yababakaBundleofJoy"listento

thisonemakingfunofme,Igotoherandgive

herahug

Me:"HelloAunty"Ihugallofthem,whyare

womenofthishousealwaysbaking.

Mom:"WhenisSandagettinghere,phelekmele

akhothweidlozi"everyonelaughs

Me:"Iwasthinkingafterthelobolanegotiations

butLondisaysshehastocatchupwithher

schoolworkcausesheismissingoutonschool

asis"theynod

Mom:"Sandiso,how'sNoma,uvelaninikubo?"

WealllookatNhlanhlawhocan'tseem tolook

atus

Nhlanhla:"Nomsisfine,Ishouldbeflyingout

nextweektobeclosetoherbeforeshegives

birth,andNomaandIdon'tbelieveinthewhole

marriageinstitution"



Mom:"UngazodakwawenaNhlanhla"Nhlanhla

isNhlanhlatomom whensheispissedand

annoyedwhichharldyhappenssothisisniceto

watch

Nhlanhla:"Comeonmom,notallofusareinto

thismarriedlifething,wecanbecommitted

withoutthepaper"mom isloosingit

Mom:"Idon'tcarewhatyoubelievebut

leynganeumauzimisilengayongiyidinga

ithelwengenyongongisaphila"

Nhlanhla:"Comeonmom itsnotlikeyou're

dyinganytimesoon"shekeepsquiet"Ma!!!"

Mom:"Yinipeopledieeveryday"

Us:"Haaibo"

Nhlanhla:"Don'ttalklikethatmom,pleasedon't

upsetme"

Mom:"HayisukaSandisouyatefa"Nhlanhla

legitwantstocry,itsfunnybutwhatmom just



saidisabitscary.Nhlanhlathinkshe'salast

bornorsomething.Nsikawalksinandweare

alldown,nooneistalking

Nsika:"Yinikufeba"okaythat'snotfunny.

Me:"Let'svideocallSands"Isaytryingto

lightenupthemood

Nsika:"WeeeeaveuExtra,youknowthatLondi

isbusyusufunaiAttention"everyonelaughsat

mebutIdon'tcare,Itakeoutmyphoneandcall

mypeople,Londianswers

Londi:"Khumalo"Sandaissittingonherlap,

sheiswearingapinaforewithadoekandhasa

whitetoweloverhershoulder,she'ssittingona

grassmat.

Me:"Heybabe,wamuhlenedukulakho"she

giggles,myboyissuckinghistwofingers"

whatareyoudoingthere?"

Londi:"Justhavinginyama,youchilddoesn't

wanttobehavehisbeenrestlessthewholeday,



nihambekahleninoBabomncane?"

Me:"Yeswedidthanks,how'sSandanow,do

youwantmetocomeandtakehim tothe

doctor"

Londi:"Nooo,gogosaidhisfineitsjustthe

heatandthechangeoftheenvironment"Inod

notconvinced,shegiggles"I'llcallyouifhe

doesn'tgetbetter"

Me:"Okay,whereismysister?"

Londi:"Shejustleftyaz,Yakhilewascrying"

Yomuziandherkids"Lume"That'sLandi,she

popsin

Me:"Heyprincess"

Landi:"Inganyakhoiyatetema"lolIwonderwho

saidthat"AuntyAphiwesaidNzuluuyatetema

andheshouldgocrykwaNongoma"Ilaugh

Me:"ButSandaisstillababy,hissupposeto

cry"



Landi:"Likethetwins,Mlandohasbeencrying

forBabaalldayLume,Muntuevenhithim and

Babawasveryangry"shetalkstoomuch

Me:"Yes,justlikethetwins"sheblowsmea

kissandrunsoff"Yourniecetalkstoomuch"

welaugh

"SeemslikeSandahasbeenrestlessthewhole

dayLondile,whydidn'tyoutellme"

Londi:"ItoldyounjethatGogosaidhe'dfine,

shesaidifhecontinuesuzomshiselaimpepho"

WTF

Me:"Hayidon'tdothatLondile,ningashiseli

inganyamiimpephoyakwaZungu,Sizesande

hashisownsurname.Ningangicasuli"she

hangsup"IdontknowhowmanytimedoIhave

totellthisgirltonothanguponme"

Nsika:"Nawewhyumthethisa"

Me:"Nxayfuckoff"



Nsika:"That'srude"herphonekeepstakingme

tovoicemail,IcallAphiweanditrings

Aphiwe:"BabakaNzulu"

Me:"HeyPhiwe,areyoubyanychancecloseto

Londi"IhearLondispeakinginthebackground,

Ican'tmakeupwhatshe'ssaying

Londi:"Yini"IguessAphiwegaveherthephone,

Istandupandleavemysibling

Me:"Aveungahloniphiwena!"Isayinastern

voice,shesighs,Iknowshe'srollinghereyes

"howmanytimesdoIhavetotelltoneverdrop

thephonewhenwe'restilltalkinghuh,ujika

uyaluvala."Shekeepsquiet"akukhulumeki

Londile?"She'sstillquiet"I'lldrivetherengifike

ngiksakazengithatheinganyami,ungsizeke

ningayshiseliinganyamikeyompepho"Idrop

thephone.Londilikespushingmybuttons,Icall

Yomuzi

Yomuzi:"BabakaSanda"Ilovethisnewway



theyaddressme.

Me:"Heybabysis,unjan?"

Yomuzi:"I'm goodthankswhat'sup?"

Me:"IjustwantedtocheckonSanda,how's

he?"Shegiggles

Yomuzi:"Hasbeenabitrestless,buthe'llbe

fine,Ithinkitsthepeopleegcekeni"

Me:"Pleasemakesuretheydontdoanything

thatIwouldn'tliketomychild"shelaughs

Yomuzi:"Haaibo!Thatthingaboutabout

impephowasajoke,yessesI'm sureyou've

messedthingsupwithyourshorttempered

girlfriend"shelaughs,ohGod!"Wowyoudid,

didn'tyou"shekeepslaughing.Londineedsto

learnthingsthatshecanplaywith.

Londi



Fikahastobethemostfrustratinghuman

beingonthisplanet,hecan'teventakeajoke.

I'vebeenignoringhiscallsallday,Iknowthat

hisfamilyiscomingtomorrowbutIwont

entertainhim,uyadinashame.There'sjusttoo

muchgoingonbetweenus,Ithinkweare

movingtoofastwe'vedatedforlikealmosttwo

yearsnowthere'sababy,thenweneedtoget

married,ngathingisagwinyalokhoIneedto

moveinwithhim,that'swhatmarriedpeopledo

right?Ifeelsooverwhelmed.Ihaven'tfinished

mydegree,Ihaven'tgottenmydream job,Ifeel

likeangikaphiliandtheonepersonwhois

supposetogetmedoesn'tinsteadtheyare

pushingmenje.Wejustfinishedwashingthe

dishesandthepotsfortodayandwearenow

sittingwithmyfamily,mycousinsandbrothers

andsistersunderthetree.Thekidsareplaying,

thetwinsaresodirtyIknowsisYomuziwillbe

pissed,they'vebeenchasingchickensallday

withMlandocryingforhisfather.Sisgavehim a



hidingonhisbum andbhutiwassopissedhe

tookthekidswithtoesbayeniandtheyhave

beenfollowinghim thewholeday.Myfamily

hasn'tbeenthishappyinawhile,infactI'm not

surewhetherwe'veeverbeenhappynje.Akhile

fitsrightin,histheoppositeofus,hisloudand

energetic,meanwhileBhutiandIareabit

reserved.Gogosaidhetakesalotafterour

father,apparentlyheevenspeakslikehim,Ifeel

badforhim thathenevergotachancetomeet

him,butkesuchislife.Myphoneringsforthe

100thtime,Idon'tknowwhyIswitchediton.I

knowFikaiscalling,Itakeitoutandits

Nhlanhla.

Me:"Babombcane"Isay

Nhlanhla:"AveungbizakamnandimaZungu,

ngiyaphila"Istandandwalkofftoaquietplace

Me:"Siyaphilaninaninjani?"

Nhlanhla:"SiyaphilanathimakaSanda,nakhu



usuguliselainganekaMamakwenzenjan

MaZungu"Fikaalwaysdoesthis,hemessesup

thenNhlanhlahastofixthingsforhim

Me:"AngazMinakubabakaSanda,angaz

ngampela"

Nhlanhla:"Awuuthinjewenaawuziphenduli

izincingozakhe"

Me:"That'struekodwayenauyazwhy"

Nhlanhla:"Whydon'tyoutellme"Isigh

Me:"UbabakaSandalikestreatingmelikea

child,uveleangithethisenje,uzeangincinze

futhibutthenheexpectsmetojustforgivehim

andmoveon.Likenowhewasshoutingatme

athiuzingishayangempama.Whycan'thetalk

likeanormalpersonwithoutthreats"Ihearhim

sigh

Nhlanhla:"Whydoesheshoutatyou?"

Me:"Angazi,hewantsmetobeanadultbut



treatsmelikeachild.Thethingabout

ukushiselauSandaimpephowasajokebuthe

wassoreadytochopmyheadoffnje,hayi

ngeke,andhedidn'tevenwaitformetolaugh

orsayI'm jokingbecausehewasalready

shoutingthatIdidn'tsaythatSandahadbeen

restlessandIdidn'ttellhim,Imeanhisnota

doctorbutheactslikethingswillgowellifhis

around"

Nhlanhla:"Isthatwhyyou'reangry?"Heisso

calm,thattimeMinaIwanttocry.

Me:"Yes"

Nhlanhla:"Okay,uthiuyaxolisa,hewon'ttryto

overreactnexttimeandwilltrytostopshouting

atyoubuthisaskingthatyoustopdroppingthe

phonewheneveryouguysarehavingan

argumentandthatyourespecthim whenyou

guysareconversing"Isigh"sodoyouwantto

talktohim now"



Me:"No,I'llcallhim beforeIsleep"hechuckles

Nhlanhla:"okaymakaSande,seeyouksasa,

nisbekeleinyamalapho"webothlaugh"Bye

then,kissmyboygoodnight"hedropsthecall

andIgobacktotheothers.Ineedyogofeed

mybaby.SoIgotomymothershouse,that's

whereeveryoneis.ButZweiscarryinghim,with

Mlandonexttothem,hoveringoverthem.Sis

YomuziissittingonthefloorwithMninionher

lap.NowI'veneverbeensoconfusedwhenit

comestotwinsitsliketheychangetheir

favouritepersonovernightorweekormonth.

LastmonthIcouldhaveswornMlandowas

followinghismother.Igositnexttosisiand

Mninicomestome.Thesekidsaresocute.

Gogo:"ManjeweLondile,tellusaboutthis

Khumaloboy"sisYomuzistands"Hlalaphansi

MakaSiyakha"shechucklesandsits.Mymom

andMaShanduaresittingbythefarendofthe

room."KhulumaLondile"Ilaugh,mygranguys



Me:"NgithiniGogo"

Gogo:"uLifalouthiabakwaKhumalobazocela

ishloboesihlengesontoelizayo"

Mom:"LomfanangithakamlindeuLwandle,

usayingane,kmeleaqedeiskolekqala"

MaShandu:"Uyinganekuphi,wakwazi

ukumvulelaamathanga,akahambeayogana"

haaibo

Mom:"Ngconongobaakahambevulela

amadodaaganiweamathanga"wow,this

escalatedfast!

Gogo:"Anikahle,sikhulumangoLondilaayi

nganibakwethu.Manjeanisiyekengomuntu

ofile"bhutilaughsoutloud

Zwe:"Batshelegogo"

Gogo:"KhulumakeLondi,uyamthandayini

loyamfana,ngobaumekewathumelaabakhongi

njeakusekhoukujika"everyonelooksatme



Me:"Yebogogo,ngiyamthandaubabakaSanda"

gogolaughs

MaShandu:"HambaLolo"sheclapsonce.

Insert97

Zwe

Iam beyondtired.Thisweekendhasbeena

longoneandnextweekI'm heretooforLondi's

lobolanegotiations,wellitsnotlikeweare

goinganywhere.Iam standingoutsidewith

Akhile,babBhekiandafewofmycousins,bab

Bhekiskids.Weareeatingmeatandbraaingat

thesametime.Itsbeenalongweekend,Imiss

mywife,yessheisherewithmebuteveryoneis

havingapieceofherbesideme.Shemustbe

sotired.Theboysarealsosittingwithusbythe

fire,IseeAphiweapproachingus.



Aphiwe:"Asabenibafanaiskhathisokugeza"

theyprotestsayingthewillbathlater,theystill

wanttostaywithmehere.

Me:"BayekeAphiwe,basadlainyama"she

leaves,afewminutesaftersheleavesIseemy

wifecoming,Iknowthatlook,sheisannoyed

"Gobathguysbeforeyourmom bitsmyhead

off,hambani"theyquicklystandup,ofcause

Siyakharunstoherwhiletheothersfollowsuit,

sheglaresatme,Iwanttolaughbutthatwould

annoyhermore,sheturnsbackwiththeboys

followingher.

Sbu:"Zweaveunenhlanhlabafo"hisBabBhekis

eldest,hisafewyearsyoungerthenme

"Uyabonamengasengizitholeleofana

noMaKhumalongingamanengishadenami"we

alllaugh"likesheisamazing,andsheputsup

withyourshadyass"Isoftlyhithisarm while

welaugh

Me:"Iam aluckymotherfuckerain'tI"we



continuetolaugh

Akhile:"NamiIwanttogetmyselfagirllikeher,

I'veknownherforafewmonthsbutitfeelslike

forever,firstthingsheaskswhenIgettothe

houseukuthuzodlaniNcane!Likewhatmore

couldIeverwantthenawifewhoknowsthata

manhasgottoeat"welaugh,IlovehowAkhile

fitsrightin

BabBheki:"Kmelengivakashelaphaethekwini

ngifunaukuvuswangeBreakfast,uyabona

wenaZwewhenIknowMakhumaloiscomingI

makesurethatIdon'teatbeforeIcomehere

ngobaIknowI'llfindafeastwaitingforme"

thesepeoplearestupid."Ihopeyoudon'truin

thingswithherMfanwami,shehastobethe

bestthingthathaseverhappenedtousin,

wealthmeansnothingifyouhavenooneto

shareitwith,notsolongagoabantu

bebengasangenilaykhayabutfrom thedayshe

joinedthefamilythingsarejustlookinggreat"



itsgreattoknowthatmyfamilyappreciatesmy

wife

Me:"Ngekengisamoshababa,oyabona

ngingavelengifeifshe'dleaveme,akulaka

kodwa!"Isayclappingmyhandsandthey

laugh

BabB:"Kufaneleshehassuchagreatheart,I

am reallyproudofthemanyou'vebecomeandI

knowthatshehasplayedahugeroleinshaping

you.ThewayyouguyshavetakenSbaniasyour

ownissoamazingandmatureofyouguys,no

onewouldhaveexpectedyouguystodothat

especiallyafterwhatSiyathokozadidtoyou

guys"Inod,everythinghissayingrightnowis

true,Mpandehasbeenthebestthroughitall.

Me:"Iknowbaba,butthatladytherehasan

amazingheart,thefactthatshehasnever

remindedmethatthosekidsarenothersisjust

amazing,mykidsdeserveamotherlikeher

someonewholovesunconditionallylikeher.



Youshouldhearthem whentheygetbackfrom

schoolandtheyaretellingstories.Itscuteto

watch"themeattakentothekitchenandthe

foodisbroughttousandwefeast,while

drinking,wellnotme,nottodayatleast.

MpandeiswalkingtowardsiswithMlandoon

herbackandMninifollowingbehind.Thetwins

havetobethemostconfusingkidsever.One

minuteMlandoisthebabyandthenextMniniis,

thisweekendthekidwiththeweirdeyestook

thecrownofbeingapest,atfirstIwasannoyed

withMpandeforhittinghim butasthedaywent

on,Ihadhaditwithhim sohewentbacktohis

mom.I'm guessingtheyareheadingbednow.

Yomuzi:"Babanasesyolala"shesaysassoon

asshereachesme,Ikissherforeheadandpick

Mniniup

Me:"Ngiyezamanje"sheleaves"Haaike



madodawewillseeeachotherksasaekseni,

wenaAkhilebereadykuhlinzawenaksasa"they

alllaughacceptAkhilewholookscreeperout

Sbu:"whereareyougoing,letMaKhumalorest

nowyouwanttogosleeponherbreastshayi

Zwe"welaugh

Me:"Hayifusegwena,getawifenawe"Ileave,

bythetimeIgettomyflatMniniissleepingin

myarms,Igolayhim downnexttohistwinin

theirroom,IguessLandiissleepingwiththe

newGogoandSiyakhaandAkhilearewith

Aphiwe.Iheartheshower,Iguesssheisin

there.Letmegojoinher.Iundressandgetin

behind,thewaterissohotKantoMpande

bagezakanjan,Igetclosetoherandmassage

hershoulders,youngManziniwantstoplay,his

touchingherbigbooty.

Yomuzi:"HaahngikhatheleZwe"sheshakes

herbooty,likewhywouldshedothatifsheis

tired.



Me:"Kancanebaby"

Yomuzi:"No"shewalksoutoftheshower

leavingmetoservicemyself,Iain'tdoingthat

whenIhaveawife,never.IfinishupandIfind

herapplyinglotion

Me:"Ngekengiyalingwa,ngekebabyno

ngiyanqaba"sheshakesherheadandlaughs

"givedaddysomesugar"Iam nowstanding

behindher,Ibrushherboobsandkissherneck,

myhandgoesdowntohernuna,Iplaywithher

clit

"I'vemissedyousomuchbaby"Ibendherover

andenterfrom behind,sheissowetandready.

Aftermakinglovesheissleepingonmychest.

Yomuzi:"Sleep"

Me:"howdoyouknowthatIam notsleeping"

Yomuzi:"Icanhearyourthoughts,lala"Ikiss

herforeheadonceagain



WhenIwakeup,sheisnotnexttome,nkosi

yamiiyahluphekainganeyabantu.Iwakeup,it's

like6am butshe'supkantiwhendidyouwake

up.Igotakeaquickshowerthenheadout,I

findherinthekitchenbyherself.Cha

bayangijwayelalaykhaya.Igotothegirlsroom

andIfindthem asleep.

Me:"Aphiwe,musaniukungidina,nilaleleni?

Anvuke"itsbusyandpeoplearesleeping

"WeMbali,aningizwayini,uMpandekmele

efukuzeyedwa,whosegoingtomakeporridge

forthechildren,mywife?"Aphiweisupbutand

busydoingnothing,thesepeopleannoyme,my

wifehasbeenupanddownfrom Friday.AsIgo

outIbumpintoGogo

Gogo:"WeLifaowanilomsindo?"

Me:"Amantombazanealaykhayaayadina,

uNkosikaziwamilokhewafikalaykhayasheis



workingnooneishelpinghertheyaresleeping

Gogo"shelooksatmeamused

Gogo:"Hayimanjeyou'rewakingeveryoneup

becauseyouwantyourwifetosit"shelaughs

"aveunedrama,MaKhumalohasnoproblem

uwenauphaphayo,I'm suresheisoffendedby

allthisnoiseyou'remaking"shelaughsagain

"yiniabakunikangayiniizolo"ohgoshNo,what

isgoingon?Iquicklyleave,Ican'tstandforthis

uthiniuGogo

Insert97

Fika

TheLobolanegotiationswentwelleventhough

theZungustriedusbutallwentwell,Londisaid

shewouldliketocompleteherdegreefirst

beforewemoveintogetherbuymostofthe

timesheisherewithmesoIdon'tcomplain.Its

been2monthsalreadySandais4monthsnow



andissobigandbrown.Helookslikemydad.

Londijustfinishedherexamssoweare

headingtoNongomathisweekendforimbeleko

forthislittleman.I'm excited,Ijustfeelthat

thingsaregoingasplannedforme,theyare

goingwell.Nomaisgivingbirthsometimethis

monthsoNhlanhlaisleavingrightafter

imbelekotobewithher,I'm happyformyguys.

Igenuinelydon'tknowwhatishappening

betweenMahleandNsikaandI'm tiredof

askingbecausehehasbeenmoodyforawhile

nowandsleepingatYomuzis.Ayandafiledfor

divorce,theonlyreasonIhavenotkilledthat

fuckerisbecausethepolicearesnoopingand

justwaitingforustomakeamistakeotherwise

hisdayiscoming.

ItsaThursdayandwe'releavingtoday,Londi

andYomuziwentgroceryshoppingforthe

weekend,Ilikehowshehaspickedupsome



habitsfrom Yomuzi,nottheattitudethough.

Shepackedlastnightcauseshesaidtoday

wouldbeabusydayforher.I'vebeenwatching

hercloselyjusttoseeifthereareanychanges

withherbodybutsheisloosingweight

drastically,Iguesssheisn'tpregnant,uGalhas

notevenbeengivingsometomecabanga,Iam

starved,shesayssheisnotready,whatabout

myneedshuh?Iam atworkrightnowandits

almosttimetogowhenmyPAknocksandtells

mesomeone'sheretoseeme.Idon'twhoitis

butItellhim toletwhomeverin.Ayellow,tall

curvygirlmodelsinmyoffice.Muhleyenabut

notmytype,Idon'tdoyellowatallbutsheis

sexyshame.Oncesheisdonewithher

modellingIofferheraseat.

Her:"MrKhumalo,howareyou?"

Me:"I'm greatthanks,andhowareyouMiss..."

Her:"Ohsorry,BuhleMartins"shepullsouther

handformetoshakeandImeetithalfway



Me:"MissMartinwhatcanIdoforyou?"

Buhle:"Straighttobusiness,Isee"shechuckles,

Kantwhyisshehere.

Me:"That'swhyyou'rehereright?Ireallyhave

tobesomewheresoifyoudon'tmind"

Buhle:"Professionaltoo,Ilike"Iam confused"

letmegetstraighttoitthen,Iwouldliketowork

withyourfamily"Ilookather"Comeon

Khumalo,webothknowwhatI'm talkingabout

here"shesayslickingherlips,ngiyalingwa.

Me:"LookMissMartin,I'm notsurewhatyou're

talkingabouthere,thiscompanybelongstome

andIdrawforaliving,myfamilyontheother

handhasmultiplefuneralhomes,ifyouwantto

joinpleasefeelfreetocalltheiroffices,nowif

you'dexcuseme,Ireallyhavetogo"shesmiles

atme

Buhle:"ItsMartins"yeahwhatever"Ihave

merchandisefrom Morocco,deliveryisfree,



here'smycard,callmeonceyou'vemadeup

yourmindandyou'vedecidedthatyouknow

whatI'm talkingabout"sheplaceshercardon

thetableandstandsupshakingherbigbooty,I

reallyneedtogetlaidngeke!Ipackmystuff

andmakemywayhome,whereIfindLondi,

withAphiwewhoisplayingwithSanda

Me:"Sanibonanilaykhaya"IwalkuptoLondi

andgiveherakiss

Londi:"Heybabe"

Aphiwe:"BabKhumalo,uright?"sheisbusy

makingmyboylaugh,Iwanttoholdhim butI

alsoknowthatwon'tbenicesinceAphiweis

stillbusywithhim

Me:"I'm goodthanks,Ididn'tknowI'dfindyou

here"

Aphiwe:"Iwashelpingyourpersontherewitha

fewthingsbeforeshegoestobeaMakoti"we

laugh"letmeleaveyouguys,kukude



kwaNongoma,nihambekahle"

Londi:"Letmecallyouanubersis,seeyou

whenIgetback"Ileavethem talkingandIgo

takeashower.WhenIcomeoutLondiis

undressing,Ican'tholdmyself,myboyisonthe

bedplaying"whyareyoulookingatmelikethat"

shesayswalkingtowardsme,Idropmytowel

andmeetherhalfway,shecan'ttakehereyes

offme,IguessI'm gettingsomerightnow.I

kissherimmediately,notimeforforeplayla.

"Condom babe"whuuuuIhatethatshitbutI

gottagetlaid

Me:"YouknowIdon'thavenje"Isayplaying

withhernuna,sheiswet

Londi:"Ihavesomeinmybag"saywhat???We

willtalkaboutthatlater,shepointsmetoher

bagandIgotherebuttnaked,Icanfeelher

staringatme.Indeedshehasawholeboxof

Durex,heh!IwalkbacktoherandIfindher

sittingonourcouchandshe'splayingwith



herself,itsnicetowatchbutIneedtofeelher

rightnow,Ipullherupandlickherfingersand

shehelpsmeputonthedamnplastic,shegoes

tothecouchandbendsover,Iguesssonke

silambile,Ismashintoherandshelet'souta

loudmoan.Itdrivesmetotheedge,ohgosh,I

can'tcum justyethaaibo,butsheisissohot

andtight.Ipoundherwhileplayingwithherfull

tits,Ithoughtshestoppedbreastfeeding.I

can'tholdonanymoresoIletitout,weletgoat

thesametime,wefallonthecouchtogether,

withmeontopofher,shehitsmetogetupand

shegoestoshowerandIfollowhertoshower.

Afterwearedoneweheadtogatewayfor

dinnerbeforehittheroad.Oncewearedonewe

headhome.Thecondom thingisactually

botheringme

Me:"Sowhythecondoms"shelooksatme

"whydoyouhavecondomsinyourbagLondi?"

Londi:"Whatdoyoumeannowlove"haaibo



Me:"Iwon'tbeusingthatthingagain,ngeke

Londile"

Londi:"Shuthiwewon'tbehavingsexke"

Me:"UngangidiniLondile!"Shedoesn'teven

lookinterestedrightnowsheisbusyonher

phone

"Londiwhat'shappening,oneminuteyoudon't

wantmetotouchyoumanjeyoucarry

condoms"

Londi:"Iwasn'treadyandnowIdon'twanttobe

pregnant,Ihaven'thadtimetoget

contreceptives,whatseemstobetheproblem"

Me:"Whydoyouhavetobeoncontraceptives?"

Shegivemetheareyoudumblook

Londi:"whatisweirdaboutthisconversationis

thatyouactuallythinkwhatyou'recomplaining

aboutisrationalandnormal"Wiybooo!"Why

wouldIwanttobepregnantrightnow?Sandais

just4months,I'm almostdonewithmydegree



andmymarksdroppedandnowI'm notdoing

wellngobaebsukungivuswainganyakhothat

timewenaaresleepinghayiFika"thatwasa

mouthful

Me:"Soyoudon'twantmykidsnow"I'm upset.

Londi:"Iwon'tjustifythatwithananswer,you're

beingpettyandinconsiderate"whatever!Futhi

I'm hungrynow.Ipulloveratthegarage,weare

atEmpangeninow."Whyarewestopping?"I

ignoreandruninsideKFC,whileI'm standingin

thelinesheIreceiveanSMSfrom herthatsays

Ishouldbringherpopsandakrusher,I

seriouslyhaveagoodmindofignoringthisbutI

don'thavetheenergytofighther,I'm justtired.

WhileI'm waitingformyorderIreceiveacall

from hometellingmeImustbringsomething

nicesincetheyarewaitingupforme.Igback

andordermorefood,LondiwalksinwithSanda

wholookswideawake

Londi:"What'stakingsolong?"Sheasks



walkingtowhereIam standing,onceshegets

tome,Itakemyboywhoisgigglingatnothing.

Me:"uMautheImustbringsomethingnice

sinceIam keepingthem up"shesmilesand

nods,myfirstordercomesandshetakesher

popsandkrusherandstartseatingaswewait

forournextorder.Agroupofgirlsenter,drunk

andnoisy,onelooksatusandwalkstowards

up,theattitudeyoucan'tmiss.

Girl:"Khumaloumdala!"Iraisemyeyebrow

causeIdon'tknowher"Awawungibon?Kfanele

phelayourbrotherdumpedmejustbecause

yourcrazysistersaidso!"Sheispissedand

drunk,mostlydrunkandIdon'tknowwhatshe

istalkingabout.Myphoneringsit'sYomuzi

Me:"MakaLandi"

Yomuzi:"Hey,ukuphimanje?"

Me:"KFCEmpangeni,mawungenanje,notin

town"



Yomuzi:"BeforeeStation?WaitformesoZwe

canturnback,we'reclose"

Me:"Hayihowfarareyouandwhoareyouwith,

wenayouhaveaschoolofkids"shelaughs,the

ladyisstillstandinginfrontofmetappingher

footasifsheiswaitingformetofinish

Yomuzi:"SidlulaekrosinieDlangezwa,don'tbe

mean,I'm justwithLandiandthetwins,the

boyshaveagameksasa"nowshedoesn't

soundallexcited

Me:"OkaybefastYomuzi"shelaughsand

drops

Girl:"Yauyelowoowamoshaizintobetweenme

andNhlanhla,yeyngiyanizondaninayezwa"

LondiisbusylaughingandMinaIdon'tknow

thisperson.Afterafewminutesareverybig

orderisdonesowetakeitandmovetothecar.

Ileavethiscrazygirlwithherfriendswaitingfor

hotwings.WhenwegettothecarItakeout



Sandascarseatandputitattheback,whichis

full,rightnowIam sohappythatItooktheir

FordRanger.Ihaven'teatenandthisladyI'm

withisstuffingherselfwithmyfood.

Me:"Yousaidyouwantedpopsandakrusher

buthereyouareeatingmyfood"

Londi:"Awukhulumelaukudla,weareliterallyat

KFCyoucangetthefood"sherollshereyes

andcontinueseatingmyboxmaster,nowI

needtogobackandgetmyown.Zwedrivesin

justasIam abouttowalkbackin,soIwaitfor

them andthecrewcomesoutrunningtome,I

pickupthetwinwiththeweirdeyesandhe

gigglesashelooksattheothersandLandi

wantstothrowatantrum astheotherslaugh

Landile:"Haah,malumepickmeup,itsnotfair"

whatdidIjustgetmyselfinto,Zwecomesout

laughing

Zwe:"Don'tletthem messwithyou"hehugs



me"Howareyouman"there'sAkhileheretoo,

heismovingYomuzithingstothevan

Me:"Im greatman,umfazwakhohaspacked

forawholemonthhey"

Welaugh,"Iwasgoingtogoingtogetmore

foodyoursisterjustatemyfoodaftershesaid

shewasnothungry"helaughs

Zwe:"Ngikwazikwazikahlelokho,bhekalapho"

heturnstofaceYomuzi"Babe"heshoutsand

sheturnstolookatus"doyouwantfood,I'm

gettingfoodla"

Yomuzi:"No,I'm fineIdon'tlikeKFC"sheturns

backandcontinueswithwhatshewasbusy

with.

Zwe:"Uzobonakemesengiphuma,boys

wozani"hepicksupLandiandMninistays

behindwithYomuziandLondi.Wegetinside

andweorderagain,thosegirlsarestillhere,I

tellZwewhatthisgirlsaidandwelaughitoff



thenextthingshestandsinfrontof

Girl:"Uphilosisiwakhoohlanyayo?"Ilookat

Zweandwelaugh

Zwe:"Sisiwhateveryou'rethinkingunthinkit

realquickngobauzolimala"welaugh,Akhileis

hereallconfused

Girl:"Angimsabiyezwa!Bhutiangimsabi

nhlobo!"

Me:"Ohyoushouldbabygirlyoushould"our

ordernumberiscalledwetakeourfoodand

walkoutwiththedrunkgirlfollowingus.

Yomuzi:"Babyletmeseewhatyougot"

Zwe:"Shewantsmyfood,shethinkssheis

smartthisone"Ilaugh

Girl:"YewenaYomuzi!Wenaushadileujabulile,

bukamina!"Sheshoutswhilecrying,Yomuzi

looksratherbored"Youcouldhaveforgivenme,

Iwasyoungandfoolish,weallmakemistakes"



YomuziwalkstoZweandtakeshisfoodnot

lookingatthismadgirl

Yomuzi:"Youshouldhavemadethose

mistakeslekudenotwithmyfamily,

mus'ukungbhorabusyscaringmychildren,go

backtothewholeyoucamefrom"missPettyis

outtoplay"itsbeenalmost8yearsnow,move

onhoe"thattimesheissocalm,Zwelaughs

hard

Girl:"Awunazweloyezwa,Ihateyouandyour

family"shesayswhilecrying

Yomuzi:"Hateyakhoakusizingaluthongobawe

stillsleepperfectlyfineatnight,trysomething

else,vukaksasaekseniandgoplayintraffic

maybedosomething,khonawhogetsdrunkon

aThursday,hayisiesPhumlazithandegirl"oh

she'sthegirlfrom thecornerhouse,herfamily

usedtoownbuses

Phumla:"Tellyourbrotherthatwehavea



daughter"weareallshockednowwhatdidthis

girljustsay"andngekeamnuke"thisgirlmust

tryus

Me:"Yeyntombazanyanadon'ttryus"she

laughsawickedlaugh

Phumla:"ItoldyourbrotherthatIwaspregnant

butheblockedmerather,Ihateyouandyour

family,IhateyouYomuziandIhateNhlanhla

becausehejustletgoofwhatwehadjustlike

that,heshouldhavefoughtforus"Iam really

gettingannoyed,Akhilegetsthekidsinsidethe

carasYomuzi,Zwe,LondiandIgostandnext

toPhumla,I'm suretheyareheretohelpkeep

uscalm,IknowI'm gettingannoyedbutIcan't

figureoutYomuzionlyZwecanfigureherout

thesedays.

Yomuzi:"ListenandListencarefully,youknow

verywellwhatyoudidtoNsika,youdated

Nhlanhlaknowingverywellthathewasour

siblingwhatdidyouexpect?Youwerenotdealt



thewronghandyou,weretryingtoplaymy

brotherandIdon'twanttoknowwhybecause

I'm surethingswon'tendwellforyou.Knowdo

usallafavourandbringmybrotherschild

homeifyouknowwhatisgoodforyou"she

saysinthecoldestvoiceeverwhilemovingto

herslowly.I'm notgoingtosayanything

becauseIthinkYomuzihassaidenoughand

alsothefactthatshelookslikeshewillpee

herselfifIsayanythingbecauseoftheeyeI'm

givingrightnow."KsasaekseninjeIwantthat

childkwaKhumalo,ifyouthinkam Iscarywait

untilItellNhlanhla"

Insert98

Londi

WefinallyleftKFCanddroveourseparateways,

todayIsawaFikathatIlastsawwiththeLinda



incidentandthekids.Hiseyesweresodark

andhisaurawasnotkindatall,Iam greatful

thatYomuziwasthereeventhoughshewas

spittingfireIgladthatthatgirlreceivedthat

from herratherfrom thismanwhosenextto

merightnow.Thereissilencejustthekids

playingnje.

Yomuzi:"ThiswillbrakeNhlanhlasomuchyaz,

ifthatgirlisspeakingthetruthitwillbrakehim"

shesighs

Fika:"TheweekendseemstoolongandIdon't

thinkIcankeepanythingawayfrom Nhlanhla

hewillseerightthroughme,worseinMonday

heflyingouttoMpumalanga"

Yomuzi:"Howcansomeonebesoselfish,

Almost8yearsyonke,thatchildisprobablyin

grade1orsomethingnow"Ikeeplisteningto

them untilwereachNongoma,theyarenotas

excitedastheywereinthebeginning.Myfamily

willbecomingtomorrow,butBhutisaid



somethingabouthavingtotaketheboystoa

gameinthemorningfirst.Thenhewilldriveup,

Aphiweiscominginthemorningthoughwith

mymother,itwassohardconvincingher

becauseshesayssheisscaredofmymother.

Whenwearriveitlookslikewearethelast

one'stoarrivebecauseallthecarsIknowarein

theyardaswedrivein.I'm tired,Icoulddowith

alongbathandabed,butweallknowthatthat

won'thappenright?Wejumpout,Sandawas

asleepbuthiswideawakerightnow,I'm far

from sleeping.QueenLandiisleadingtoday,the

twinsarefollowingheraroundandsheis

enjoyingit.Weleavetheguystooffloadand

enterthemainhouseandjointherestofthe

ladies

MaZulu:"MaZunguniyaphilantombi?"My

motherinlawsaystakingtheheavychildout

offmyhands



Me:"Siyaphilama,ninjannina?"

MaZulu:"Siyaphilanathi,nihambekahle?"She

asksassheplayswithSanda,Irespondwhile

goingtothekitchentofixthefoodwecame

with,itsalatenightsnack.YomuziwalksinasI

am busyandlaughs.

Yomuzi:"hellomakoti"shesaysmockingme"

thisishowIfeelwhenI'm withyourfamily"she

laughswhilehelpingme,everyoneelseisinthe

TVroom chattingawayandcatchingup.Ilaugh

atwhatsisiissayingindeedroleshave

changed.ThisisthefirsttimeIam hereasan

"official"makoti.Idon'tknowwhat'sexpected

from me,unlikemyfamilythisfamilyisquiet

bigandtheytraditionalsoIreallydon'tknow

whatisexpectedfrom me.

Me:"SisicanyouhelpmewiththingsthatIam

expectedtodo?"Shechucklesandshakesher

headwhilehelpingmemakethethetea,

someonecallsherattheTVroom andshe



leavesinthiskitchenallbymyself,Idon'tknow

whethertoputthismeatinoneplatethenhave

sideplatedonthesideortodishindividually,

butIdon'tknowwhoeatswhat.Itakeadeep

breaththengowithmygut.Iputallthemeatin

oneplateafterwarmingit,takeoutcooldrink

from thefridgeandjuiceandafewglassesand

placeitonatray.ThewaterisboilingandsoI

takeoutafewmugsandputalltheessentials

onanothertrayandItakeittowheretheyare

seated,allthethingsIwasfixingarenowonthe

tableinfrontofthem andtheyarenoteven

payingattentiontothem,theyarejustchatting

awaylikeI'm notevenintheroom,Isighagain.

IwanttocrybutIdon'twanttoseem weak,

thesepeoplearealwaysaroundmebutIdon't

knowwhattheylike,howcanIbesoignorant.

Me:"Ma,shouldIfixyouacupofteaor

somethingcooler"shepaysnoattentiontome

causenowsheisbusywithLandi



MaZulu:"BlackcoffeewithnoSugarmakoti,in

thatgreencup,that'smycup,nooneusesit"

sheisstillnotlookingatme,Imakeherahot

cup,Iservealltheladiesandtheyallwanttea

soImakeforthem.IknowFikawon'thavetea

orcoffee,hedoesn'treallylikeitandhedoesn't

likecooldrinksoIpurehim juiceandask

Nhlanhlawhathewillhaveandhesaystea,its

weirdI'veneverseenhim drinkingtea,Nsika

sayshewillhaveabeersostandsupandgoes

totakeitatthekitchen.Iam tired,Iwantto

sleepandIstillhavetobathbutIcan'tjustup

andleavenow.I'vebeensittingnexttosisi

ThembaandFikahasbeenwinkingatmefor

thepast30minutesnow,I'm notsurewhat

reactionisheexpectingfrom me.Assoonas

theyfinish,ltakethethingsbacktothekitchen

andcleanit,IfounditspotlessthereforeI

shouldleaveitspotless.Icheckthetimeand

it'spastmidnight,Ishouldbeupby5am.Igo

backtothem andaskFikatohelpmewith



Sandawhoisnow sleeping,whenIgettoour

housewhichisanoutsidebuildingIfirst

changethebeddingandhelooksatme

confused,yesIbroughtnewbeddinginfactI

havemorethenone,Sandahashisownbed

here,Iwonderwhendiditgether,ItakeSanda

andcheckhisnappybeforeplacinghim onhis

bed,Ineedtotakeabathkuyabanda.Iquickly

takeabathandwhenIcomeoutIfindFikaon

myphone,IreallyhatethatshitbecauseIdon't

dothatwithhisphone

Fika:"RelaxIwasn'tgoingthroughyourphone"

hesaysstillholdingitandgoingthroughit"its

justpictures,Iwantedtoseeifyouhaveany

nudeshere"idiot

Me:"Whyareyoueatingontopofthebed"the

pasttwomonthsFikahasbeeneatingnonstop,

likeallthetime,hissosloppywhichissooutof

characterforhim.

Fika:"Sincewhenam Inotallowedtoeatontop



ofthebed"Ijustchangedthatbedding,Idon't

respondinsteadIjustgetdressedwhilehe

looksatmechewingwhatever.Igetinbedwith

him sittingontheside,ifthereisonethingFika

doesnotdoissleepwithouttakingabath

kungafiwa,hestandsuptakesoffhisclothes

andgoestotakeabath.Itakemyphoneandgo

throughmymessagesandIseethathewent

throughthem causetheyareallread,Aphiwe

textedsayingthatshewasgoingtoherewith

BhutZweafterthegamethattheboysare

playing,I'm hurtcauseIaskedhertocomeand

shesaidshewouldcomewithmymom now

herstoryischangingkodwakethere'snothingI

cando.Ihaveatextfrom Nontleaskingme

howdoesitfeeltobeamakotiandIlaugh.Sis

Yomuzialwayswakesupfirstandbythetime

wewakeupthehouseiscleanandthefoodis

ready,ImeanporridgeandEnglishbreakfast,I

rememberthedayBhutwasshoutingatus

sayingweareabusinghiswife.ThismeansI



havetobeupearly,atleastI'velearnthowto

makeporridge,sisitaughtmeandsaidthatFika

loveditwithlemon,infactallofthem loved

porridgeexceptherandNsika.IthinkI'm

panicingbecauseIreallydon'tknowhowIwill

doallthesethingsthatareexpectedfrom me,I

don'tknowwhat'sexpectedfrom me.Fika

comesoutofthebathroom withatowel

wrappedaroundhislowerpart,mymanissexy

kodwa.Herushestome,whythough?

Fika:"WhyareyoucryingLondile?"I'm cryingI

didn'tevennotice

Me:"Ijustdon'tknowwhat'sexpectedfrom me

tomorrow,IalwaysdothesethingsbutIdon't

knowhowshedoethem"nowIam wailing,to

tellyouthetruthIdon'tevenknowwhyI'm

cryingthismuchI'm sureitsnotthatdeep.Fika

liesbehindmeandwrapshisarmsaroundmy

waist,andkissesthebackofmyneckand

sighs.



Fika:"Whatdoyoumean?Laykhayawehavea

lotofwomendon'tworryaboutit"haaibowhat

isthisfoolsayingisshehearinghimself"Linda

didn'tdoanythingandtheyneverminded"did

hejustmentionLindatome?Am ILinda?More

ofthereasonwhyIshoulddoeverythinggosh,I

shifthisarmsawayfrom mefastandhe

flinchesIthinkhenoticeswhathejustdid

"don'ttakethisinthewrongmannerIdidn't

meantocompareyouwithLinda"mncm he

mustfuckoff,Iturnsmeupandgetsinbetween

mylegs,whyonearthishenakednowhayi.

"Ngiyaxolisababy"Itrytopushhim offbut

obviouslyIfail,Fikaissobigandtallcompared

tome,ngiyiqashananje,"Lookatme"he

commandsandIdo,heisstillinbetweenme

andI'm gettingwetasIfeelhismemberknock

onmynuna,Ifeelsobetrayedbymybodyright

now"Ididn'tmeantocompareyoutoLinda,I

wasjustsaying"hekissesthetopofmyhead

andnotmoving



Me:"Okaymove"Itrypushinghim andhe

laughsthrowinghisheadback"yiniuhlekani?"

Fika:"Yourcookiedoesn'twantmetomove"he

saysinsertinghimselfandIletoutamoanout

loud,hisnotmovingIam justfeelinghis

memberthrobbinginsideme,whatIdon'tknow

iswhyheisnotmovingandjustlookingmeat

me.

Me:"Ifyou'renotgoingtomovesukakimi"he

laughsthrowinghisheadback,angmazi

uhlekani.Hestartsmoving,hisstrokesarelong

andbreathtaking,everythingIknowaboutsexI

wastaughtbyhim ifthereismoretothisthenI

willdie.Fika'ssexisoutofthisworld,these

pastmonthshissoneedy.Wehavedoneall

positionsandnowwearecuddling,whenIlook

atthetimeits3am lendodaayingicabangeli,

whyoneartham Icryingfuthi.

Fika:"Hayibabywhyareyoucryingnow"how

didheknowthatIam crying



Me:"haveyouseenthetimeFika?"Itspast3,I

knowthatSisYomuziisalwaysdonewith

everythingby7am meaningby5am Ihaveto

beup.

Fika:"haaibouvukauyaphi?"Thismandoesnt

getitsothereisnousearguingwithletmetry

tosleep.Letmesetthealarm.

Its5am already,myalarm keepsringing,I'm

tiredandsore,sosore.Fikaneedstostopdoing

thistomeandwedidn'tuseprotection.Igetup

andgoshower,Ican'tbathbecauseIwillgetto

comfyandstaywhereasIdon'thavetime.Its

coldnala,Igetoutandgetdressednot

forgettingtheheadwrap.Umnumzaneulele,

umisengishoamadolo.

Ienterthemainhouseeveryoneisstillsleeping,

Igotothekitcheneverythingisjustclean,I



rememberwhereSisYomuzishowedmewhere

thingsstay.Ifirstmakethesoftporridge,afterI

makeeggsandbacon,thereisnotoastsoits

justbreadfortoday.BhutNsikawalksin

wearingblueoveralls,helookslikehejustwoke

up

Nsika:"Lolo,whyareyouupsoearly?"Isthisa

trickquestion?

Me:"Justwantedtofixbreakfastbefore

everyonewokeupyouknow"hewalkstofrigde

andtakesoutasmallsackoforangesandgoes

tothecudboardandtakesoutajuicemaker

Nsika:"Ifyouwanttoimpressusmakefresh

orangejuice,uzobonake,otherwisenexttime

justwakeupat6causelaykhayakuvukwa

sekphumeilangaandonlymom,yourhusband,

YomuziandIwakeupearly,abanyeungafa"he

laughsandIjoinhim,Itaketheorangesand

andhehelpsmecutthem intohalvesandwe

makethejuice



Me:"Sowhereareyougoingsoearly?"Heis

nowsittingdownandeatingporridge,hesaid

thosearestartersyenausazodla

Nsika:"eSbayeni,I'lltakethecowstoediphini

thentheherdboywilltakeitfrom there"I've

neverimaginedthem ashandsonpeople,they

arealwayswearingsuitsnjeunlessitsa

weekend"yourhusbandistheherdboy"he

laughsthrowinghisheadback,Ithinktheyall

dothatwhentheyarebeingsilly,Ijoinhim

"Whereishebytheway,heshouldbeupby

nowitssounlikehim tobeasleepatthistime?"

Hesayslookingathiswatch.

Me:"Thesedayshesleepsalot,hesaysthere

isaprojectthatisstressingatworkthat'swhy

hisalwaystired"heraiseshiseyebrow

Nsika:"That'ssounlikehim,usuallywhenheis

stressedhesleeps3hoursmax"Ishrug.Ihave

acupofcoffeeinmyhandanditsamazing

Nsikajustmadeitforme,itscoffee,withcoffee



creamerandwarm milk.MrsKhumaliwalksin

asNsikaandIarechatting.

MaZulu:"IfthereisonethingthatIwillenjoyits

havingyouspoilmelikethis"Iblush"morning

makoti"

Me:"Morningma,porridgeoreggsandbacon"

shewalksupandtakesabowl

MaZulu:"HayiIwillmakemyownfood,thanjs

forthefreshjuice,youarespoilingusIsee"my

motherinlawguys."Gowakeyourhusbandup

sisi,itslatenowbazofikaswkugcweleediphini

ifhedoesn'twakeup,kwakhonawhyishestill

sleeping?"Nsikajumpsup

Nsika:"letmedothehonours"helaughs

MaZulu:"UzoxabananoFikawena"hestill

laughing,Yomuziwalksinandsmilesatme

withthetwinsfollowingher,andMninirunsinto

myarms.

Yomuzi:"Youdidn'thaveto"shesaysdishing



porridgeforthetwinsIguess,afewminutes

lateragrumpyFikaandNhlanhlawalkin,Nsika

hasSanda.Idon'tthinkSandaandIwillbean

item thisweekendeveryonejustwantshim and

itsnothelpingthathedoesn'tmindatall.Fika

walksuptomeandkissesmyforeheadmaking

meblush.

Fika:"Awungvusanganganibaby"didhehave

tocallmebabyinfrontofphambikwabantu?I

blushthough,"Youmadebreakfast,thanks"he

looksatthefoodbutdoesn'tlooktopleased"I

wantmusliwithplaneyogurt,honeyand

banana"everyonejustlooksathim inarather

confusedmanner"Yini?Thatthingisnice,I

haveitallthetimeatwork,Ijustorderitfrom

wimmpy"hesaysallthiswhileopeningallthe

cudboards,uyanginyanyisa,allthiseffortand

thisisthethanksIgetwow."I'lljusthavethe

orangejuicethen"hesaystakingoutabig

glassandanappleplusagreater,thisIwantto



see.Hegratestheappleandputsitinsidehis

glassthenpurestheorangejuiceontop.

Everyoneisjuststaringathim whilehedrink

from hisverylargecup.

Nhlanhla:"IfnoonewillsayitIwill,

Congratulationsonyourpregnancy,Ididn't

thinkyouwereseriousFika,youscored

bhuddah"theyalllaughandclap,I'm so

confusedrightnow,whosepregnant?

Continuation

Fika

Am Ihappy?Fuckyeah,am Iinshit?Yep.Asmy

familyischeeringmeYomuziislookingatme

andsheshakesherhead.Ithinkitjustdawned

toLondithatNhlanhlaistalkingabouther.I

seehurtinhereyes,shewon'treactjustyetthat

Iknowforsurebuthereshewillacthappynje

thulaninibuke,shesmilesandIplaceakisson



herforeheadwithmyhandaroundherneck.

Kusazonyiwa!

Nsika:"Asambenimadodasowecancome

backearly,westillhavealongdayahead"I'm

havingaglassofmilk

Nhlanhla:"Yazbeforewego,izolomidnightI

thinkPumlacalledmecrying,Iwassleeping

andshesaidsomethingaboutmenotbelieving

whateveryouguyshavetosaywhat

happened?"wellyesterdaywemighthave

forgottentoshareourencounterwithPumla

butI'm surethatYomuzitoldthegirls

Yomuzi:"uyabonathatbitch"shesayspointing

atNsikaandNhlanhla,"ngiyamnyanya!"

Nhlanhla:"manjewhyuthukawithkidsinthe

kitchen?"

Yomuzi:"Chaukuthngiyenyanyanje"



Nhlanhla:"IsanyonegoingtotellmewhyIgota

callfrom Pumlaor?"

Me:"Pumhlasaysyouguyshaveakidtogether"

Igoonandtellhim whatwentdown

Nhlanhla:"Nxayi,sheislyingthatoneshewants

attention"

Me:"Idon'tthinkitswisetojustdismisssuch,

let'sgoandcheckitout,itsaroundthecorner

bra,atleastyou'llknowforesurethatyou'renot

beingplayed,wedon'twantuTatakhoor

khumbule'khayasAvanzadrivinginhere15

yearsdowntheline"

Nhlanhla:"Ayyouguysgosinceshetoldyou

notme,minaI'm goingtobewithNoms

tomorrow"

Lihle:"HawuSandisothat'snotnice,justgo

checkitoutyou'llgowithMdalahere,yourflight

isatlike2pm,uzovukanjeekseni"

Nhlanhla:"Hayiofunaleyonganemakayeyena



lapho,ifshesaysthechildismineshemust

bringithere"wellSandisohasspoken,hewon't

bechanginghismindanytimesoonfuthi

"Asambenisiyediphinininaitsgettinglate"we

allstandupandleave.Ienjoythesilenceofthe

rurals,justwalkingandbreathingFreshair,its

amazing.

OutofallofusNsikasureknowhowtomake

usrethinkourdecisions,histheoneyougoto

sheyouwantaclearopinion,niggertellsitlike

itisnje.Wearedonewiththecowswearenow

headinghome,I'm surewewillfindouruncle

therenowshouting,mydadslittlebrother,that

niggerisannoyingnje.

Nsika:"ManjeNhlanhlaveleyoudon'tcare

ngalencosi"

Nhlanhla:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutthis,cela

ningyeke"Nsikachuckles



Nsika:"WellIwanttotalkaboutit,ifyoudon't

wanttotalkthenlisten"Nazooo!"Youowethat

kidyourtimebra,chancesaretheyare8or9

now.Nothavingafatheratourageisnotfun

nowimaginenothavingafatherfrom theday

youareborn?Ifthatkidisyoursntwanayouwill

regrethavingabigheadrightnow,wedon't

wantarepeatoftheAyasaga.Umdalamanje,

youneedtothinkabouteverydecisionyou

make,beingemotionalisnotassistinganyone.

Allyouhavetodoisgocheckoutwhetherthe

kidisyoursornotthenwedorightbythem.

HaveyouseenwherePumlastayslapha

emabhasini,that'snotaplaceIwantmy

nepheworniecetostay,itsjustnothealthy."

Nhlanhla:"Ngiyakuzwa,I'm justsoangrymanat

PumlaandIdon'tthinkIcanjustlookpastthat,

whywouldshekeepthischildawayfrom me,I

meanlaphakuboisawalingdistanceyena

ukhamisilewaitingtoforashowkoKFC"



Me:"Unfortunatelythisisnotaboutyouor

aboutPumla,itsaboutthatchild,putyour

hatredasideandgofindyoukid"henodswhile

sighing

Nsika:"AndwenaFika"Hayihemustleaveme

alonethischild"Whyareyouselfish?"

Me:"Iwon'tfeelbadnorapologiseforwanting

togrowmyfamily"hechuckles,swinginghis

stickingandhittingtherocks

Nsika:"Noonesaiddon'tgrowyourfamilyyaz,

butitsveryselfishofyoutodoitattheexpense

ofanotherperson.Wenayouhaveyourdegree

infactevenyourMastersbuthereyouare

standinginthewayofLondisdream!"Itshot

manjeandI'm hungry"Thechildwantstojust

completeherdegreeandbealawyer,buthere

youarewenabusypumpingupkidsinher,

whenwillshelive?"

Me:"HayiwhenareyouandMahlehavingyour



ownkidsvelesoyoucanstayoutofmy

business"helaughs

Nsika:"AmahleispursuingherPHDin

Chemistryrightnow,notimeforkids,shehas

justbeenpromotedtobeingthedeaninher

department,doyouknowwhatthatmeans?

Shethefirstyoungblackfemaletoeverbe

promotedforsuchsobecauseIam personwho

caresabouttheirspouseIam lettingherhave

hermoment"Iactuallyfeelbadnowhehasa

validpoint,Idon'tevenknowwhetherLondi

wantstodoherhonoursortodoherarticles

Nhlanhla:"Ihavetoagreewiththekidonthis

one,youareonaboutyourselfrightnowman

andasfarasweallknowrelationshipsare

aboutsacrificingrightnowLoloisfeedingyour

wantsandwenayou'renotreciprocating

anything"itsganguponFikadaytoday

Nsika:"Sandaisjustfourmonths,shejustwent

backtoschoolandnowsheispregnantagain



howdoyouthinkthatwillaffecthermentally,

hersocialcircle,herschoolwork?Youknow

verywellhowshehasbeenpushingtogetback

toheroldselfandcatchupwithher

academics?"

Me:"HayiIhearyouguysunfortunatelythere's

nothingwecandorightnow,uyezaingane"

Nsika:"Ijustpraythatshedoesntleaveyou"

hayihayifire,Nsikalikessayingthatshithawu!

Wegethomeandtheyardisfilledwithpeople,

itsjust9am bayaphiabantu.Thereismyuncle

withgreenoverallsshouting

Eddie:"Umaniyaediphinikuyavukwamadoda

manjesesilindeninaaysuka"Ididsaythatthis

onewasdramaticwhyememeza,wearestillby

thegate.Thesetwoidiotslaugh,Ineed

somethingtonibbleon,letmegotellLondi,on

otherthoughtsletmejustdoitmyself.Igetto



thekitchenandYomuziismakingnoodlesfor

thekids,it'safullhouse,theylooksoyummy

shealwaysaddsmilk,cheeseandasparagusto

hernoodlesandI'venevertastedthem I've

alwaysthoughtthatitwasratherdisgustingbut

todaytheylookamazingandappetizing.

Me:"CelaungbalalaphoMamZungu"Ipickup

Mnini,Mlandoishisownmanhedoesn'tlike

beingcarriedatalleversincetheystarted

walkingherrunseverywhere.Shejustnodsand

continueswithwhatsheisbusywithignoring

mypresence."Iknowyouhavesomethingto

saysocomeoutwith,andbeforeyoujudgeme

andcallmeselfishplusbareinmythatI'm

gettingoldandtimeisreallyonmyside,

ngimdala"

Yomuzi:"Whataboutherandherdreams

Mdala"notthisMdalanameagain"Ifthereis

somethingIknowaboutloveitsthatitisnot

selfish,whatmakesarelationshipgrow



strongerismutualrespectandrightnowIdon't

thinkyouhaverespectforLondile"withthatshe

isoutofmyway,leavingmetomythoughts.

Indeedthedayhasbeenagoodone,siyenzile

imbelekokaSandaandLondihasbeenavoiding

methewholeday,itisbusybutIjustwantto

holdhernje.Iseehermarchingupanddown

sheisnotashappyasshewasearlierbefore

Nhlanhladecidedtotellher.ShenowhasSanda

onherbackandwashingdishesoutsidewith

Lihle.Todayaftertheburningimpephoand

puttingisphandlaonSandaslefthandhewas

cryingandwantedjusthismotherhencesheis

carryinghim rightnow.Theylookliketheyarein

deepconversationwithLihlesoIdon'twantto

disturb.Eventuallyshewillhavetofacemewe

sleepinthesameroom mos.Welaterhavea

braaiitsjustusnow,wearesittingoutside,

LondiwenttobathSandaandputhim tobed,I



don'tthinkshewillcomeoutanytimesoon.I

standupandsomeonetalks

Themba:"HlalaphansiuyekeuLondi"nansoke

imihlola

Me:"Ijustwanttocheckwhethersheisfine"

Aya:"Hayihlalabafo"Isitcausetheywillstart

shoutingandshit,wearedrinkingandhaving

meetZweisheretoonexttohim ishiswife

sittingonhislap.

Zwe:"YazonFridayIhadthisweirdvisitorat

work"wealllookathim becausewenevertalk

aboutworkstuffaroundYomuzibutIguess

theyarecoolnow."ShesaidshewasBuhle

Martinsandshewantstodobusinesswithus,

ofcauseIdismissedherbutsomethingwas

offishabouther"

Fika:"YashecametomeonThursdayyaz"they

alllookatmewiththe'Whydidn'tyousay

anythinglook'"what?Iforgot"



Zwe:"wellIlookedintoherandIthinkwearein

trouble"

Aya:"Howso?"Yepsheispartofthebusiness

Zwe:"Shehastakenoverthewest,andfrom

whatIhearshehasthem bytheirballs,whatI

don'tknowishowwemissedthechangebutI

suspectMokoena,thatdudehasbeenkeeping

usonourtoesthatweforgotaboutcheckingon

enemiessomethingisjustnotaddingup"

Lihle:"Let'sfinddirtonMokoenawe'velethim

gofartoolongnowitsnotokay"

Nhlanhla:"KanjanoPitbullbegcwele

amaHormones"theyalllaugh

Me:"Ididn'tfindthatfunnyatall,angazi

nihlekani"theycontinuetolaughmnxm

Zwe:"Ifwekillhim everyonewillknowitsusI

thinkweneedtoexposetheirrelationshipand

getthatgirloffourterritory,anditlookslikeshe

intohumantraffickingtoosoifwedon'twatch



outwearegoingtobeindeepshitcause

everyonewhosemoneyhungryendsupjoining

forceswithher"shitjustgotrealmanje"This

wholethingjustmakessensenow,how

Mokoenaiscorneringus,itmakessense,itsto

givethisgirltimeandspacetoworkour

territory"

Fika:"Thatwon'tfuckenhappen"thisisjust

pissingmeoff

Them a:"What'sgoingtostopthem,youguys

aresopreoccupieddownthereinDurban,like

ngathinithelwengentelezi"shesaysrollingher

eyes"Howcomeyoudidn'tevenseethatthe

policewereontoyou?Thisisjustnotaddingup

theyjustknowtomuchman"Actually!

Zwe:"Fuck!Litha"

"Litha"Weallrespondatthesametime

Nhlanhla:"Nooo,hewouldn't"

Zwe:"Rememberhewantedustoexpandand



takeovertheothers,andwewereagainstitand

hesaidhewasgoingtomakehismoneyif

thinawedon'twanttomoveup!"Thatshit

yeMpondo!!!"I'llkillhim"hehisses

Yomuzi:"Kwazekwamnandi,youwilljustkillnje,

hearhim out,besure"

Aya:"I'm withZweonthisone,weknowLitha,

hisgreedy,hedidthisandI'm surehethinkshis

smarterleyanja"

Yomuzi:"Whydon'tyoukillhim photo"Ayaand

Zwelaugh

Aya:"Withpleasure"shefistbumpsNhlanhla.

Me:"That'ssortedAyahasitinthebag,now

Sandisowenaksasazithini?"

Nhlanhla:"NgizohambananinoEddieksasa"we

laughathowhecallsouruncle"Idon'twantto

haveanyregrets"

Me:"Alright,ningvuseavengiselwathesedays"



theylaugh"Zweyousleepingover?"

Zwe:"Hayiufunaukungenzani"wealllaugh"

Mywifesaidwearenotstaying"hesaysagrin,

mnxm leslima

Me:"Letmegogetsomerest,I'llseeyouguys

ksasa,boZungunihambekahle"

IgettoourflatandIfindLolosleeping

peacefully.I'm actuallygladthatsheissleeping

causeIknowngisazonyayezwa!Iquicklygo

shower,I'm temptedtosleepnakedbutthat

mightnotbeagoodidea,Iputonmypyjama

bottom andgetinbed.Iturntoholdhersowe

cancuddleshepushesmyhandsaway

Londi:"Ungangithinti!"Isshecrying?

Me:"Londileareyoucrying?"

Londi:"Whydoyoucare"

Me:"Awbaby"Isigh"don'tstressyourselfits



notgoodforthebaby"shequicklyturnsand

shootsmealookIwillneverforget

Londi:"UngangidiniFikanokuthula,

unganginyanyisiplease"sheispissedactually

that'sanunderstatementsheisangry

Me:"I'm sorrybaby,Ididn'tputyourfirstIwas

selfish.Mysiblingsmademeseeand

understandwhereyoucomefrom andyour

perspective,I'vebeenaverybadhusband"she

scoffs"butthere'snothingwecandonowthe

babyishere,wewillhavetoworkaroundit,I'll

seewhatwecandomaybegetastayinnanny"

Londi:"Istillhavemyroom atres,I'm moving

backthere,Sandaisgoingtostaywithmymom,

youcangethim overtheweekends.Ineedto

finishthisdegreebeforeIbecomesomeoneI

don'trecognise"hawu!

Me:"Londithatnotnecessary,whatkindofwife

staysatred,ngiyaxolisanjeLolo,Iwaswrong



totrickyouaboutthatmorningafterpill..."DidI

just?Ohno

Londi:"OhmyGosh,Iknewit,I'vebeenso

careful,youaresoselfishJesus,whywouldyou

dothistome,andyouclaim toloveme,wow"

Me:"Londilengiyaxolisa,Iwasn'tthinking,I

admitI'vebeenselfishbutallIdidwasoutof

love,IguessIthoughtthatyouhavingmykids

wouldmakeyouneverthinkofleavingme,andI

lookedatmybiologicalclockandIdidn'tthink

foraminutethatthiswouldaffectyoubadly"

sheiscryinghereyesout,uneslokozane

"Pleasestopcrying"

Londi:"No!Iam neverdoinganythingforyou

yezwa,ungenzaislima,whataremypeersgoing

tothinkofme?Ngibuyamanjenjesengphindile

futhi?Fikayou'remakingmeababymaking

machine"Ireallydidn'tthinkthisthrough

Wearealmostdone



Insert99

Narrated

Yakhile:"Shobhuddah"hesaystoSibaniashe

enterstheirhouseastheyhavebeen

summonedbytheirfather."Iphiingane

kaMuntu"thatwouldbeSiyakha,thatshowthey

refertohim sinceheisclosesttotheirmother.

Sibani:"Withdadinhisstudy,wenawherehave

youbeen?"

Yakhile:"I'vebeenaround?I'm abusyman?"He

sayslaughing"Where'sLandi?Infactwhereis

everyone,where'sMuntu?"

Sibani:"Theywenttotown,gatewayor

something,thetwinsarewithMamkhulu

Thembashe'sintown"justthentheirfather

emergeswithSiyakhabehindhim,thesetwo

havebecomeinseparableeventhoughheis

closetohismotherhehasbecomehisfathers



secondincommandmuchtoYakhiles

disapproval,thathasmadethem catand

mouseovertheyearsheneverfailstotell

Siyakhathatheisasuckupfortheirparents

approval.Sibanihasbecometheirmediator

everytimetheyfight.Theyhavenevershowed

thattheydon'tgetalonginfrontofanaudience

though.Theygenuinelycareabouteachother

itsjustthatfrom timetotimetheydon'tagree

whichalwaysleadstothem fistfighting.

Zwe:"Yakhileusufikile,wozaweneedtotalk,

wozaninonkeinfact"bothSibaniandYakhile

standandfollowertheirfather,the3ofthem

exchangeaquestioninglookandallshrugat

thesametimeandchucklewhilstefollowing

theirdad.Assoonastheyentertheofficetheir

fathersitshetellsthem toclosethedoor,he

thenstandstolockthedoorandplacesthe

keysinhispocket.

Zwe:"Hlalaniphansimadoda"theyallsit,and



theirdadshowsthem whiskeyglasses,thisisa

firsttheirdadhasneverofferedthem such,he

hasneverbeenafraidtotellthem thatone

couldneverdrinkwhattheycouldnotafford,so

thiswasashock.

Astheygetcomfortabletalkingabouttheir

familyandsharingjokestheirfathersuddenly

becomesserious

Zwe:"WhatisthefirstruleinthisfamilySibani?"

Theirmoodsuddenlychangesbecauseofthe

suddenchangeoftheirconversationandtheir

dadsmood,helookscalm buteverythingabout

hisaurasayshisangrythere'ssuddenlyaheavy

energyinthestudysotheyknowthatitsabout

togetreal.Whiletheywerekids,theirmother

wasthedisciplineenforcer,from being

groundedtogettingahidingbutwhenthey

becameteenstheirfathertookovermuchto

theirmothersdisapproval.Hiswasabittough



andtheyknewnottocrosshim.Therewereso

manyrulesinthishousebutatthismoment

theyknewwhathewantedtohearandtheyhad

anideanowwhytheywerenowsummonedto

thehouse.Theboysweregrownnowandthey

didn'tstaywiththeirparents,Siyakhawasdoing

his4thyearinMedicineatUKZN,eventhough

hewantedtogotoWITShisfatherrefusedand

askedhim whowasgoingtolookafterhis

siblingsifheleft.Siyakhaalwaysfeltthattoo

muchresponsibilitywasplacedonhishandsby

hisfatherofcausebuthealsoknewabouthis

fatherssidebusinessandheknewthatwaking

uptoseethenextdaywasnotguaranteed.

Sibaniontheotherhandwasdoinghis2ndyear

inAccountingatWits,yeshecouldgo,their

fatheralwayshadasoftspotforhim,itsalways

feltlikehewastryingtofillupsomegapthathe

knewnothingabout,hecouldgetawaywith

almostanythingmuchtohisothersiblings

annoyance.Thisthoughalwayscameinhandy



whentheywantedsomethingfrom theirdad,

that'showtheygottheircarswhentheyturned

21thisyear.They3ofthem knewthattheirdad

wouldaskhim whathewantedandsotheytold

him towantacarandtheyalsoknewthattheir

motherthrivesontreatingthem fairlysothey

wouldalsogetcars,smartright?Sibanialso

tookagapyearhencehisbehind.Yakhileis

supposetobedoinghisthirdyearinFilm and

MediaatDUTbutherecentlydroppedout,what

hedoesn'tknowisthathisfathernowknows.

Sibani:"Tonevergetintounnecessarytrouble"

hesayslookingathisfatherwithuncertainty

Zwe:"AndwhatisthesecondruleYakhile?"

Yakhile:"Tobemybrotherskeeper"thisisnot

therulehisdadwantsandheknowsthatvery

wellbutheknowswhateverthisisitsabouthim,

Zwegivehim thescariestlookthathealmost

peesonhimself"Babangiyaxolisa"hesays

lookingdown.



Zwe:"WhatistheSecondruleYakhile?"Heasks

again,thistimehesoundsscarierthanthefirst

timeheasked.

Yakhile:"Tonevergetourhandsdirty

unnecessarily"hisfatherglancesathim and

chuckles

Zwe:"What'sthelastruleSiyakha?"

Siyakha:"Neverassociateourselveswith

criminals"

Zwe:"UxoliselaniYakhile?"Yakhileisreadyto

peeonhimselfbecauseheisnotsurehow

muchhisdadknows,heswallowshardbefore

anwsering

Yakhile:"IdroppedoutofschoolandIusedthe

moneyyougavemeforregistrationtoget

myselfanapartmentandusemyallowanceto

paymyrent"hesaysinashakeyvoice

Zwe:"Isthatall?"Heseemsshockedthathis

fathermightknowabouthissidehustle"didI



nottellyouthatIhaveawayoffindingout

things?"Hekeepsquiet"ngikhulumanawe

Manzini,isthatallyou'reapologisingfor?"

Yakhile:"Chababa"hepausesandlooksathis

fatherwhojuststoodupandwenttostandby

thewindow"Iam sorryforgettingmyselfinto

unnecessarytrouble"

Zwe:"Tellyoursiblingswhatyoudoforaliving,

minangikhiphaimaliyamieverymonth,Ieven

sentyoubookallowance,yiminaislima

layndlini"hesaysgettingangry"tellthem what

youdointhatflatofyoursatSouthbeach,tell

them"

Yakhile:"Butbabayou'vealwaystaughtustobe

ourownmenandmakeourownmoneyandrun

ourownshit"hesaysrudely,Zweturnsaround

quicklyandthrowsthewhiskeyglassinhis

handhisaimingatYakhilebuttheyallduckand

theglasssmashesinthedoor



Zwe:"Don'tpatronisemeYakhileyezwa!"He

roars"uthathaimaliyamiuyohlalalapha

egomorauqedalaphoudayisaiwunga,uyaphila

kahlelapheekhanda?"Theothertwobrothers

areshockedtohearallthis.

Yakhile:"BabaIwastryingtobemyownman..."

BeforeheevenfinisheshissentenceZwehas

him onthewallandhashishandsinhisneck,

hisbrotherstrytoholdtheirfatherbuthistoo

strong.Yakhilecan'tseem tostopthetears

from rollingdownonhisface,thebeating

begins,theotherbrotherstrytoholdoftheir

dadbutitslikehehasbeenpossessed,hisjust

toostrong"NgiyaxolisaManzini"Yakhilecries

butitfallstodeafearscauseZweishearing

nonofit,Siyakhahasquicklysentatexttohim

mother.

Zwe:"Wenauzenzaohlakaniphile"hesays

kickingYakhilewhoisnowonthefloorand

coveringhisface"Ialwayshavetocleanafter



you,todayyouwillgetit"heisstillhittinghim,

whenhisbrotherstrytointervenetheyalsoland

themselvesafewfists,suddenlythere's

someoneontheothersideofthedoor,banging

onit,heignoresit.Hemadesuretolockitwhen

theycamein.Someoneshoutsfrom outside

anditsoundsliketheirmother

Yomuzi:"Manzini,uzoybulalaingane"that's

whenYakhilestartscryinglouder

Yakhile:"Mahelpme"

Yomuzi:"Landilephuthumanokhiye"soon

enoughYomuziisinsideandcrouchingnextto

badlybeatenYakhile,Zwealmostslandshis

footonhiswife'sbackassheisshielding

Yakhile

Zwe:"SukaMpandeyomuzi"shedoesn'tdare

move,sheshieldsYakhilewithherbody"Nxa!"

Zwequicklytakeshiscarkeysontopofthe

tableleavingeveryonebehind,Landileis



traumatised,shehasneverwitnessedher

fatherswrath.

Yomuzi:"Siyakha,whatdotheyteachyouat

thatMedicalSchool?Comehelpyourbrother"

sheshoutswithashakeyvoice,sheknowsher

husbandandknowsverywellthatthisisfar

from over,hejustdoesn'tknowwhoisgoingto

behisnextvictim.SiyakhapicksupYakhileand

carrieshim tohisroom,whileSibanistays

behindtocleanthestudy.Landigoestofetcha

basinandfillsitwithwarm waterandtakesa

cleanhandtowelathermothersvisitors

cupboardanddashestoYakhilesroom.She

findshim sobbinghard,shelooksathermom

andshealsohaswateryeyesbutsheistrying

tobestrong,Siyakhahastearsrunningdown

hisface.Shehasneverseenherbrothersthis

vunerable.Sheputsthebasindownandgoesto

fetchhermother'smedicalkit.



Yakhile:"Mahealmostkilledme"hesobsashis

motheriscleaninghim up,Siyakhaisjust

standingtherehelplesslywatching,hisbrother

isbadlybruisedhecanalsotellthatthatisnot

theonlythingthathewasbeatenforbuthe

won'tprobefornow.Whentheirmotherisdone

hetakesthemedicalkitandpatcheshisbrother

andhehasafeelingthatthiswon'tbehislast

timethoughitwashisfirsttime.

Zwehasbeengoneforhoursnowandhis

phonekeepstakingYomuzistraightto

voicemail.Sheisworriednow,shehasn'tasked

theboyswhatthatwasaboutbutitseemsto

berelatedtoaphonecallthatledtoZwe

smashinghisbusinessphoneyesterdayand

sworetokillingsomeonebytheendoftheday

today.

Landi:"Mom,I'm scared"shesayssittingnext

tohermotherwheresheishavingahotcupof



coffee.IfthereisanythingthatYomuziregrets

it'sallowingZwetobabyLandi,yessheisthe

onlygirlbutdamnshe'ssuchacrybaby.She

can'tdoanythingforherself,lutho,sheisdriven

toschool,themall,church,everywherehaaibo

shecan'tevencook,thechildcan'tevendefend

herself,Yomuzijuststartedteachingherhowto

cookagainmuchtoZwesdisapproval.

Yomuzi:"Everythingwillbealrightbaby

uzobona"

Landi:"Ma,didyouseedad?Thelookhehadon

hisface,Idon'twanttotalkaboutYakhile,I

don'trecognisedadmom,whowasthatman"

Yomuzisighsheavlyandhugsherdaughter.

Siyakhahasn'tlefthisbrotherssidetheyare

justsittinginsilencewhenSibanibargesinand

closesthedoorbehindhim

Sibani:"WhatthehellBru!!!"Hehissesathim



Yakhile:"Nxayiawungyekawena,whatwasI

supposetodo?YouknowverywellthatIdidn't

likethatdiploma".Siyakhalooksathisbrother

withsomemuchanger

Siyakha:"IfthereisonethingIhateaboutyouit

hastobehowyouthinkyou'rethesmartest

persononthisearth!Youareneverstraightwith

usandontopofthatyouweretheonewho

insistedondoingmediantonntonbecauseyou

wantedtoannoydadbutthat'snotwhatSibani

isaskingabout,iwungantwanaatSouthBeach?

Comeon!"Hesaysinsomuchdisbelief

Sibani:"whatIwanttoknowiswhy?Youknew

verywellthattheoldmanwouldfindout"

Yakhile:"Aning'yekaboJudgeJudy,you'dnever

understand"

Siyakha:"Whoisjudgingyouhere?Wewantto

knowwhywouldyouputyourselfthroughsuch

knowingthatyourdadiscrazy"theyallsighand



Yakhiledoesn'trespondandheknowsthatthis

conversationisover.

Finale

Insert100

Narrated

Zwecamebackintheearlyhoursofthe

morningandthemainbedroom waslocked,he

kindofthoughtthatthiswouldhappenbuthe

hasnoenergyatallsohegoestooneofthe

guestroom.Overtheyearstheyhadrelocated

toZimbaliwherehemanagedtobuildaverya

bighouseforhiswife,thebusinesshadgrown

overtheyears,itwasadoublestoryanditwas

agiftforherbirthday.Hewenttosleepbut

sleepdesertedhim.Yeshewasdisappointedat

thefactthatYakhilehaddroppedoutbutwhen

hefoundoutthathewassellingdrugsthat

almostgavehim aheartattack,iftherewasone



thinghefoughtforitwasforhischildrento

neverlivethelifeheoncelived.Hecan'thelpit

sohejustsobbedhardonhispillow,tryingto

thinkwhathedidwrong.Overtheyearshehad

learnttomasterhischildren'scharacters.Allof

them,heknewthatSiyakhawasallshadesof

him justthathewasamommasboytoomuch,

theboywasalwaysathomeeventhoughhe

hadres,withallthattheboywassogoodwith

hidingshit,overhelearntthatSiyakhawasan

angrychildandwasdangeroustooatthat.

Thenthere'sYakhile,thatonehasalwaysbeen

trouble,it'slikehewasalwaysincompetition

withSiyakha.HeoncetoldYomuzitostayout

ofhisbusinessbecauseshewasnothis

mother,Zwehadneverseenhiswifesohurt.

From thenZwehasalwaysfeltthatYomuzi

triedtomuchtomakeYakhilehappywhichhe

thinksiswhathasledtothisbecauseheknew

thatshewouldcalm Zwedownandmakehim

"understand".ThenthereisSibaniveryshyand



privateasdangerousasSiyakha.Whenthey

hadturned16YomuziandZwetoldthem the

truthabouttheirrealparents,Bongekaonly

startedtoreachoutwhenYakhilewasingrade

11.That'swhenthingsstartedtogosouthwith

him.

Theyareallsittingatthedinningroom table

havingbreakfast,acceptYakhile.Oneofthe

familiestraditionswastohavebreakfast

togetherwheneveryoneisathome.Thetwins

camebackthepreviousnightandwe'rehappy

toseetheirbrother's,wellacceptSiyakhawho

wasalmostalwaysathomebuttheywere

alwayshappytoseehim athome.Whatthey

didn'tknowwasthatYakhilewasathometoo.

TheyallsatdownandasusualZwehadtolead

withgrace.

Zwe:"Sibanigocallyourbrother"



Mnini:"AwbhutYayaishometoo,letmegocall

him"

Zwe:"Hlalaphansiwenaphaphiyosi"Mlando

chuckledbetweenthetwinsMniniisthe

talkativeone,outgoing,downtoearthand

bubblyinfacttheonlythingtheysharedwith

hisbrotheristheirlookscausehewasthe

opposite.Withthathesatdown,hurtabit,he

wasalsotheemotionaltwin.Yomuzijustglared

atZwe.SibanistooduptocallYakhile,whonow

hadapurpleswallonface,thetwinswere

shockedtoseetheirbrotherlimpingdownthe

stairswithafacelikethat.

Mlando:"Yhobhutiwhathappenedtoyourface?

Areyoufine,hestooduptogotoassisthim"

Zwe:"Hlalaphansi!"Hesadinasternvoice,the

twinsaresoconfusedwithwhatshappening.

Outofallofthem,LandiandMlandowerethe

oneswhoalwaysdisobeyedZwe,soMlando

continuedtohelphisbrothermuchtohis



fathersdisapproval.Zwesaysgraceandthey

starteating.Platesareclickingnoonesaying

anything.

Mlando:"Soisanyonegoingtotelluswhat

happenedtobhuti"hesaysboldlylookingathis

fatherintheeye,Zwechuckles,nothingannoys

andangershim morethenadisrespectful

person.Nooneanswers,theycontinuetoeat.

"Ma?Baba?"Helooksatthem,Yomuziisnot

eveneating."Sonizothulavele?"Hehalfshouts

Yomuzi:"Don'tever,Imeaneverraiseyour

voiceatusuyezwa?"Yomuzishoutspointing

herforkathim "ungasijwayelikabi"heistaken

abackabitbecauseYomuzihardlyshoutsat

them

Mlando:"I'm sorryma,butsomeoneneedsto

answer,wecan'tsitherewithbhutilookinglike

this"Landihitshim underthetable."Wowyazi

justwow"heclapshishands"Ninjanlaykhaya,



ifnoonewantstofixthisandfindoutwhodid

this,Iwillgettothebottom it"hestandsupto

leavethetable

Zwe:"HlalaphansiwenaRambo"onanormal

daytheywouldbedeadwithlaughterbuttoday

nooneisinthemood.Mlandojuststood

lookingathisfatherindisbelief,Mlando

continuedtoleave,leavingZwemorepissed.

Yakhile:"Mlandobrahlalaphansibra"heknew

bythelookonhisfathersfacethatthingswill

notendwell,helookedathisbrotherwith

pleadingeyesandhesitsbackdownclicking

histongue,andwiththatwaslikehepushedhis

fatherstothecurvecauseshithitthefan,

tablesweren'tturntupsidedown,beforetheyall

evencomprehendwhatgoingonZwe'sfootis

onMlandoschest,SibaniandSiyakhaquickly

jumpuptopullhim away,andthistimethey

managetodoso.Zweshakesthem off

Zwe:"Ninanibonaumuntuehlekathenyou



thinkthatyousiyanisaba,neverdisrespectme

likethatever"hesaysandwalksaway.Mlando

isstillshockedbecausehehasneverseenhis

fatherthisangry,Yomuzistandsupandgoesto

herhusband,andthekidsareleftby

themselves

Mnini:"Whatjusthappened?Kwenzakalani

laykhaya"

Sibani:"Mlandothatwasn'toutoforder,that

wasuncalledfor,rudeanddisrespectfuland

youneedtoapologise"helooksathim with

disbelief"uyaphikayini"

Landi:"bakshayaRambo"theyallcrackand

laughattheirdadsprettiness"dadispettyguys

yhu!"

Siyakha:"Hlalaphansiwenaphaphiyosi"he

imitateshisfatherandtheyalllaughagain

Mnini:"iTymahlalelingiphoxabra,likeallthe

timeI'm nottouchedanymore"theylaughagain



Siyakha:"asiqoqenihereandgooutfor

breakfast,I'm paying"theyalljumpupin

excitement

Yakhile:"I'llpassobviouslyniyabonamos"

Mnini:"Soveleitymalikutrabhile,foriniNkunzi"

Siyakha:"Hedroppedoutofschool"hesays

lookingatYakhile

Sibani:"Andsellsdrugsforfun"hesayslooking

atYakhiletoowithsomuchdisappointment

Yakhile:"NisizakhelekeNina"

Sibani:"Hayi,theymustknowwhathappens

whenpeopledecidetobestupid"Yakhile

chucklesandtriestostandupandwalkaway

buthisbodyachessoMlandohelpshim upand

accompanieshim tohisroom

Mlando:"isittrueBhudda"hebadlywantshim

tosaytheyarelyingbutthelookonhisface

confirmseverything.Heleavestheroom with



outsayingaword,leavingYakhilefeelingbad

fornotjustdisappointinghisparentsbuthis

siblingstoo.

Yomuzi:"You'vegottostopthinkingthat

violenceissolveseverything,thekidswillfear

younotrespectyou"shehisses

Zwe:"inkingaisthatyouspoilthesekidstoo

much,thatboythinkshisamannow,hethinks

hecanturnmyworldupsidedownandIwillsit

downandwatchjustbecauseheisgoingtocry

neglect.HaveInotdoneallIcanforthem

Makhumalo?"Hisvoiceislacedwithsadness"

YakhilewantedtodothatartthingandIlethim

becauseIknewhewastestingme,theboyis

mastermind,hethoroughlythinks.Hewould

havebeenanamazinglawyerbutIlethim be.

Todayhetakesmymoneyandstartsa

businessofdrugs?"



Yomuzi:"YehlisaumoyaManzini"heshakeshis

headinfrustration

Zwe:"Theywantedtokillhim Mpandeyomuzi,

theywantedtokillmyson,ifAlihadn'tcalled

metotipmeoff,hewouldbedead"theyare

nowsittingontheflooroftheirbedroom,

leaningonthebed.

Yomuzi:"That'swhyyouhaveconnections

angithi,sothatyourfamilycouldbesafe,go

talktohim makehim seereason,Yakhileisnow

oldenoughtounderstandwhycertainthings

arenotacceptable.Forallweknowtheboywas

justtryingtogetyourattention,you'retoostrict

onthem andthisishim rebelling"Zweheaves

asigh.AllthistimeYakhilehasbeenstanding

bythedoor,listeningtotheirconversation,it

hurtshim hearinghisfathersohurtandsad

becauseofhim butwhathurtsthemostisthe

factthathehastoldBongekathathisfatherhit

him andshe'sonherway,gunsblazing.



Therestofthesiblinghavemanagedtodriveto

Gateway,wheretheywillbehavingtheir

breakfastatRoccoMammas,itwasthetwins

idea,sincetheywerebringtreatedbytheirbig

brother.Theatmosphereathomeissourso

theymightspendjustthewholedayhereand

around,theymightgoseetheiruncleNhlanhla

whonowstaysatMountEdgecombatMalum

Fikasoldplace.

Mlando:"WeshouldcallNcaneAkhiletotake

usshopping,I'm surehewillbringanew

honey"theyalllaughbesidesLandi

Landi:"thereisnothingfunnyaboutthefact

thatNcanechangeswomenlikehotpanties,its

ratherdisturbingnje"theylaughagain

Mlando:"pleaseleaveuswithyour

consciousnessthingsLifalandile,ngekephela

ngekesjoleuwena"Mlandoandfistsbumbs



MninileavingLandimoreannoyed

Siyakha:"NiyajolaNinamanje?"Theyboth

chucklesandignoretheirbigbrother.

MeanwhileatthehouseBongekahasarrived

withherbrotherMhlengi,ungenaneycabha.

ZweandYomuziaresittingattheirprivates

sittingarea,enjoyingthepeacewhilethekids

areaway.Bongekausshoutinglikeamad

woman

Bongeka:"YewenaZwe!Phumalawkhona,you

wanttokillmychildhuh?"Yomuziquicklygoes

tothefronttohearwhatthisnoiseisabout.

Zwefollowsbehindbuthisnotinarush,he

knowsthatBongekarubsYomuziinawrong

wayandhehasn'tseenhiswifeinactionina

while,sotodaymightbetheday.There'salso

unresolvedissuesbetweenthetwo,when

BongekacamebackintoYayaslifeshemade



suretotaintYomuzisname,claimingYomuzi

wasthereasonsheneverreachedout.

Bongekaisstillshoutingdownstairs,forminute

ZweisgladLandiwon'tbeseeingthissideof

hermoms.

Yomuzi:"Beseuqedeukupirigana,ungphumele

lakwam andknockagainlikeafuckenguest"

shefirmlysaysswiftlygoingoutsidethetothe

gate"Yeynina,whatdowepayyoufor?Youlet

peopleinandoutofthisplacekanjalpnje"

Security:"Siyaxolisamadam,shehadacode,I

thoughtmhlampeumam Zunguubanikile"

Yomuziisgettingangrier.Bongekaisstillinside

thehouse,Zwethinksshehasforgottenwhat

Mpandeiscapableof,Mhlengiisabitunsettled

andpleadingwithhersistertocalm down.As

soonasYomuzientersthehousesheseesthat

Bongekahasn'tmoveandshegetsangrier.

Yomuzi:"Ngicelauphumelakwam andknock



likeeveryguest!"Hervoiceisabitsternitsgets

Bongekasattention.HerandMhlengistandup

andgobackoutsidetogoringthedoorbell.

Afterafewminutestheyareletinandshown

wheretosit.Zwegiveistoocalm andthats

alarmingtoBongeka.

Zwe:"Howmaywehelpyou?"Zweasks

lookingatMhlengi

Bongeka:"ungasibuzilawomasimbaZweyezwa!

Inganyam umangafuniletmetakehim"

Zwe:"uYakhileisnolongerakidifhewantsto

staywithyouhecanchoosetogobutwhatI

am interestediniswhywouldyourbrotherwant

tomesswithme?"Zweiscoolasacucumber,

whichisneveragoodthing.Bongekaand

Yomuziareequallyconfused."Iwanttoknow

whyyouwouldgooutofyourwaytopissme

offMhlengi"immediatelythingsbecometense,

MhlengiisnotevenlookingatZwe,heis

fidgetingavoidingeyecontact.



Bongeka:"Mhlengiwhat'sgoingon?Whatare

younottellingme"

Zwe:"I'vespentsomanyyearstryingtomake

surethatmychildrenneverhavetodothe

thingsIdidandwenatotrybyallmeansto

pushthem there.Didn'tYakhiletellyouI'dkill

you,Itoldhim totelltgatonedayyouwillpush

meuntilIam inacornerandI'llbeforcedtokill

you"MhlengisuddenlylooksupandBongekais

nowscaredandwantstoleave.

Bongeka:"Kantkwenzalani?Khulumani"she

shouts

Zwe:"ayVoetsekwena,akukhomnganwakho

la"hisvoiceevenscareshiswife"youandyour

sisterhavedisrespectedmeforaverytimeand

youwhybecauseIwantedYakhiletohavea

placeshecallsekhayakonina,wenayoudrill

theideathatitwillbefinethatYakhiledrops

outofschoolandstaysinaflatwithmymoney

andselliwoongangemaliyamiMhlengi"



everyoneisalertanythingcanhappenfrom now

on,Yomuzihaslearntovertheyearsthather

husband'sveryunpredictablewhenheisangry.

Mhlengi:"AngikazengishominathatYakhile

mustselldrugsitwasallhisidea,Ijusthelped

him getasupplier"

Zwe:"Bongekangizoybulalainganeyakini,stru"

Bongeka:"KodwaMhlengiungenzani?Whatwill

Isaytomum?HawukodwaNkosiyamiwhy

wouldyougiveumshanawakhoamaDrugs"she

iswailingnow,Yomuzirollshereyes.

Zwe:"Iwantmymoneyallofit,themoneyhe

stealsfrom mycompanyyonke,bytheendof

theweek,I'm notsurewhatyouwereusingall

thatmoneyforbutIwillfindoutandifithas

anythingtodowithmynameandmychildren,I

willkillyouandyourmotherwillstillhavetopay

mymoneyngobanicabangaukuthkusinekwa

amahlezalapha"theatmospherejustchanged,



Yomuzihasn'tseenherhusbandthisangryina

verylongtimeandsheknowsnottosayaword

rightnow."Pleaseleavemyhouse"

Bongeka:"ButIstillwanttoseemysonZwe"

Zwe:"WhatSonBongeka?WhatSon,youcall

yourselfamotherwhenyoucouldn'tevensee

thatyourchildwasbeingmanipulatedbyyour

brotherallbecausehewantedtobelongandbe

lovedbyyou,youcameherewantingtobea

mothertohim andIletyouinaftersomany

yearsofnotmotheringhim,youfailedbecause

oftheresentmentyouhaveagainstmywife,

whohasbeennothingbutagoodmotherto

yourson,youplantedaseedofdoubtinmy

sonshearttheminuteyoufinallyshowedupto

beamother!Iwon'tallowyoutofuturebrake

thatboy,hehadbeenthroughalotsinceyou

showupwhenyouwantandleavewhenyou

want.It'sbeenover15yearsnowthatwe've

beeover,getoverit,youaretheonewholeft



thatboyandyouweretheonewhodecidednot

toshowupnomatterhowmanytimesMpande

triedtoreachoutyouwereanoshow,soIwill

notallowyouplaywithmysonsemotionsany

longeruyangizwa,leavecausethat'swhatyou

dobestleave!"AllthistimeYakhileissittingon

thestepslisteningtothisconversation,

everythingjustmakessensenow,henowsees

thathisunclehasbeenusinghim becausehe

knewthathewaslongingforhismother'slove

andaffection,heknowsnowthathismother

hasneverreallycaredforhim allherattempts

ofthem bondingweretogethisfather's

attention,hecriesashelistenstothismeeting

goon.

Bongeka:"Youcan'tdothat,Yomuzitellhim,he

can'tkeepmychildawayfrom me.Yayais

freaking21hecanmakehisowndecisionsnow"

sheshoutswhilecrying

Zwe:"No!LeavemyhousebeforeIthrowyou



out,hambanihambaninje"Yomuziissoquiet,

thatevenZweisshockedbutshedoesn'twant

thiscomingbacktohersinceYakhileblames

hereverythingthathisfatherdoestohim.

Mhlengihasalsobeenquiet,butwhat's

stressinghim thatheknowsverywellthathe

won'tgetthismoneybytheendoftheweek,

R75000isalotofmoney,hencehehadto

convinceYakhiletosellthatwoonga,itwasto

paythemoneythathehadagainconvincehim

tosteal.Hewantedtojoinintheagangthat

trafficslittlegirls,hediduseZwesnametoget

inandheknowsthatlatestbytodayZwewill

knowallthis,theonlyreasonhehasn'tfound

outyetisbecausehehasn'taskedyet

otherwiseit'slateforMhlenginow.Hereally

needstofixthis.Mhlengistandsuptoleave

andtakesBongekashandsotheycanleave.

Backatgateway,thegangisshoppingthistime



Sibanisaidhewillpay,hisverygoodwith

savinghismoneysohealwayshasalot.Things

areindeednotthesamesinceYayaisnothere,

hisalsotheclownbetweenallofthem sono

oneiscrackingjokes.

Mnini:"SograndgrandbhutiYayawasselling

drugs?"Thetwoolderbrothersnod"unesbindi

yessses,phelaitymaalidlali,thatguyhaseyes

atthebackofhishead,hehaseyes

everywhere"theyalllaugh"nihlekaguys,Idon't

knowhowMlandoalwaysspeaksbacktodad

ngobaminangiyamsabanje,rememberwhen

hefoundoutthatuLandihadaboyfriend"the

olderonesareshockedcausethey'venever

heardthis"HeeeeeuGirlgotanasswhooping

withabelt"helaughsbutLandiispissedathim

causethiswassupposetostaybetweenthem,

manjeuyaphapha.

Siyakha:"Landigotanasswhoopingfrom dad?"

Sibani:"I'm stillstuckontheboyfriendpart"



MlandoandMninilaughwhiletheolder

brotherslookatLandiexpectinghertoexplain.

Landirollshereyes

Landi:"Thatguywasaskingmeout,babajust

blewthingsout,IknowI'm notallowedtodate

untilIgetmarried,Idon'tevenknowifthat

makessense"sheisclearlyannoyed

Siyakha:"Good!"Theycontinueshopping"I

needtogoseeSandaandSabo,whatshould

wegetthem,Ihaven'tseenthem insuchalong

timeImissSabo"SabowasFikaandLondis

daughter,LondihadnamedherSiphosabo,

whenLondilewasaskedwhyshenamedher

Siphosabo,shesaidit'sbecausesheknew

whenFikalaideyesonherforveryfirsttime

thatshewaspurelyagifttotheKhumalos.

Theycontinuedshopping,itwasalsoclearthat

theywereallavoidinggoinghome.

Mlando:"Sowhenarewegoingtobackhome?



Bhutiisbyhimself"

Landi:"MinaIdonotwanttobeneardadwhen

hisinamood,atbreakfasthiswassosnappy,

sono,I'drathergotoBallittorightnow"

Mnini:"YaRambo"theyalllaughed

Sibani:"Dadissopettythough,wheredoeshe

thinkofallthethingshesays?"Theyalllaugh

"andhealwayssaysthesethingsatthemost

awkwardtime,whereyouknowthatifyoulaugh

kuzonyiwa"thelaughandcontinuediscussing

theirfather.

Mlando:"Istillwanttogohomethough,Idon't

careaboutdadandhismoods,whathedidwas

wrong,heshouldn'thavehitBhutilikethat,we

canhardlyrecognisehim"there'ssilenceas

theywalktowardsMacdonald'sfortheirlate

lunch,theyfindanemptytableandsit."You

guystreatdadlikesomedemiGodnje,it'shis

wayorthehighway,I'm surehedidn'tevenask



Bhutiwhyhewasdoingallthosethingsand

whyhedroppedoutofschool"Sibanishakes

hisheadandchuckleswhileSiyakhalooks

ratherhurtaboutwhathisSiblingissaying

Siyakha:"Mniniisthathowyoufeeltoo?"

Mnini:"I'm notsure,Ithinkbothpartiesareto

blame,Imeanmom alwayswarnsusabout

pushingdadandIthinkit'ssafetosaythat

bhutiYayahasreallypusheddadbutstillIthink

hispunishmentwastoosevere,thereisorwas

anotherwaythatthiscouldhavebeenresolved"

SiyakhanodsandlooksatLandi.

Landi:"AyminaIam traumatisedIwon'tlie,

phelaIsawhalfofwhatwentdown,andallI

knowisthatI'm neverpissingoffdadlikethat

ever.IthinkMlandorightnowyou'renotbeing

fairondad,andyou'retakingyourpersonal

issueswithhim andtheyarecloudingyour

judgement,ifBhutiwantedtotakeagabyears

heshouldhavetolddadinsteadof



deregisteringandmovingtotownwithdads

money,Iam notgoingtogotothewoonga

thingcausethatmakesmeverysadand

confusedbutthenagaindadneedstocontrol

hisangry,Yayacouldhavediedorhadverybad

injuries"theyallnod.SiyakhalooksatSibani

givinghim agoahead

Sibani:"IfIweredadIwouldhavethrownYaya

outofthehouse"theyalllookathim shocked.

Sibanialwayshasthescariestsolutions"what?

Thedrugbusinessisverydangerous,heputall

ourlivesatrisk,dadwasbeingaparent,thereis

nojustificationforwhatYayadid,ifhewas

goingthroughahardtimeIfeellikehecould

havetoldmom,me,yousiyakhaliterallyanyone,

butasusualhewasjustthinkingofhimselfand

wenaMlando,you'renotbeingfairtodad,you

thinkit'seasyoutthere,ofcausedadwasnot

goingtoclaphishandswhenhefoundoutthat

youguyssmoke"theylookathim shocked"I'm



surethere'ssomuchmorethatheknowsthat

hehaswatchedyougetawaywithbutsmoking

isaverybadhabittopickupandhisplayinghis

role.NowbacktoYakhile,doIfeelsorryforhim?

Yes,doeshedeservepunishment?Definitely.

Whatweallknowinthisroom isthatdad

solvesissueswithhisfistsandthat'swhywe

havetorespecthim andthefactthathetries.

Youmustbegratefulthatitwasnotmamawho

hithim,youmustaskSihle,thatlady

uyalimazana."Siyakhaisgladthatheisnotthe

onethathastodefendhisdadforhisactions.

Mlando:"SiyakuzwaSibanisababa"theyall

laugh.

BongekaandMhlengihavejustleftthehouse.

TheZungusareleftbythemselvesandnoone

issayinganything.Yomuzistandsuptogostart

withdinnerafterashortwhileYakhilejoinsher

inthekitchen,hesitsonthekitchencounter



andwatchesasshemovesupanddown.When

theyweregrowingupheknewthatYomuzi

didn'tlikecookingbutastheygrewandshe

retiredtheynoticedthatshebeganlovingthe

kitchen.

Yomuzi:"HowareyoufeelingnowFana?"She

asksnotevenlookingathim,sheisstandingby

thesinkwashingherveggies

Yaya:"IfeelbetterthanIlook"thereissilence

"mom I'm sorry"Yomuzidoesn'tturnfrom the

sinkbutlistenstohim "I'm sorryforhurtingyou,

alltheyearsthatIrebelledagainstyourlove,I'm

sorryforseekingwhatyouhavealwaysoffered

mesomewhereelse,Iguessithoughtthat

therewassomethingbetterthatcouldbe

offered,itsonlynowthatIrealisethatits

doesn'tgetbetterthanthis.Bongekahas

alwaysusedmetogetclosetodadandIwas

stupidfornotseeingthiscauseIthoughtthat

shewasofferingmeamother'slove,andwell



younowknowthatMhlengiwasusingmesohe

couldgetourmoney.Ireallynevermeantfor

thingstogetoutofhandsofast,ngiyaxolisa

Ma,I'm reallysorry"Yomuziturnstoacrying

Yakhileandembraceshim.

Yomuzi:"Itsokayboy,don'tcrynow"heweeps

inhismother'sarms,it'sallcomingbacknow

howBongekahasnevereveronceembraced

him,howshehasn'tsomuchashughim.He

wascryingbecausehewenttolookfor

affectionsomewhereelsewhereashehadleftit

hereinhishomewheregrewup,hewascrying

becausehehadallowedBongekatowhisper

badthingstohim abouttheonlymotherhehad

everknownandallowedMhlengitalkbadabout

theonlymanwhohasevershowedhim love.

Theend


