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I'm awake!!Ilookatthesideofmybed

andgeezhe'sstillsleeping!Todayismy

birthday!!He'ssupposedtobesaying

"Happybirthdaymyloveright!?Holding

atrayofjunkfoodandfeedsme,"He's

sleepingnx!I'm notgonnawakehim up.

He'sgoingtobelateforwork.Orhe's

notgoingright?Becauseit'smybirthday.

He'sgonnaplanasurpriseformelikeall

thebirthdayevents.Yes!!Ilovehim so



muchnow!Imademywaytothe

bathroom andtookalongshower,Igot

outandlotioned.MyphoneringsandI

jumpedtolookatthecaller.Tash

flashesonthescreen!Ianswerit

immediately.

Me:"Mybestofthebestfriendsinthe

wholeworld!"

Isaythatwithmyheartwaitingfor

that"HappyBirthdayfriend!!!!"

Tash:"FriendI'm indeepshit!"

Really?Shit?Onmybirthday?

Me:"What'swrongTash!"

Isaidthatseatingdownholdingmy

heart.I'm heartbrokenreally.



Tash:"I'm goingtomyfather'svillagein

thisweekandIdon'tknowany

traditionaloutfittowearpleasehelp

me!"

Me:"Soyousawmynumberandthought

ofaboutique?"

Tash:"Nomtha!!"

Me:"Gotoaboutiqueandsayyouwant

somethingtraditionalokay!Goodluck

onyourvillage!"

IdropthecallandIgotdressedupina

floraldress,Ihaven'tchangedalittle.I

matchedthedresswithsomesandals!I

tiptoedtothisfool'sphone.Iopenedit

andsetareminder,toremindhim about

mybirthdaytoday!Ithenlookedathim.I



justwantedtopunchhim rightacross

from hisface.Iwalkeddownstairs

beforeIlosemytemper.Iprepared

breakfastformyselfaloneIcheckedmy

WhatsAppforanymessagesbut

nothing!MyWhatsAppgrouphadno

messagesnoteventhedeletedonesto

provethattheyareplanningsomething

forme.IcheckedmyFacebook!

Nothing,myInstagram!Nothing!Ihate

everyoneinthisworld.Ifeltlikecrying.

Thisfoolcamedownstairsdressedup

forwork.He'snotgoingright?He's

supposedtobestayingwithme,

celebratingmybirthdaywithme.He

cametomysideandkissedme.

Him:"MorningBbe"



Me:"Morning"

Ilookedatthetimeandthereminder

willalertinafewminutes!

Him:"Where'smine?"

Me:"Where'syourswhat?"

Him:"Where'smyfood?"

Me:"Wheredidyouplaceit?"

Him:"Imeanmybreakfast!"

Me:"Youpreparedit?"

Him:"Youweresupposedto!"

Me:"Am Iyourwife?"

Thatquestionhasn'tpassedmymind.

It'sbeen6yearstogetherandhehasn't

evenpoppedthequestion!Whatkindof

aboyfriendishe?He'saboringone!He



chuckledandmadehimselfcereal.He's

phonebeepedandItookapeep

becauseitwasontopofthecounter

anditwasthereminder.Itkepton

beeping.

Me:"Yourphoneisbeepingnonstop!"

Him:"Pleaseswitchitoff!"

Me:"Itmustbeimportant!"

Him:"I'llcheckitatworkifIhavetime!

I'm verybusytoday!"

Me:"Busywithwhat?"

Him:"Busywithwork,lateronit'sboy's

night!"

Me:"Soyou'regoingtospendyourtime

inaclubsippingabeer?"



Him:"Iusedtodothatandyoudidn't

haveanyproblem before!"

Me:"Haveyoucheckedthecalendar!?"

Him:"YesIdidandit'sthe21st,almost

tothemonthend!"

Me:"You'reboringandIhateyou!!"

Ijustwenttotheloungeandswitched

ontheTV.Ifeltcrying!Hecameoutof

thekitchentothelounge.

Him:"Whyareyousomoodylikea

pregnantwoman?"

Me:"Leave!Anddon'tevercomeback!"

Hechuckledandkissedmyforehead

andheadedtowork.Ihatemyboyfriend.

Itookmycarkeysanddrovetomy



mother'splace.Maybeshefiguredout

thedatetoday!Iknockedoncethen

pushedthedooropen.

Me:"Myfavoritepeopleinthewhole

world!?"

Mom:"Myfavouritedaughter!"

Sislookedather!

Siphesihle:"thenwhatam I?"

Me:"Secondbest!"

Siphesihle:"Gotohell!"

Me:"Withyoubymysideright?"

Welaughed!

Siphesihle:"Sowhydoweownaspecial

visitfrom you!"

Them too!!!Theyknownothing.



Me:"Mhhhwhat'sthedatetoday!"

Iaskedwhiletakingmyphoneout

actinglikeIdon'tknow.

Mom:"It'sthe21st"

Me:"ThanksMom,Ijustfeltlikemy

visitingdayswerecloser,"

Mom:"OkayIhearyou!"

Me:"Where'sNtando!"

Mom:"He'-"

Ntando:"I'm here!"

Ijumpedtohughim!

Me:"Heyyou!!"

Ntando:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"



Ntandoluhle:"Youdon'tjustvisithere

andjumpformyhugwantingnothing?

Whatareyouupto?"

Me:"I'm notuptosomething,Ijust

missedyou!"

Ntando:"That'srare!"

Me:"Ifyoudon'thavesomething

amazingtosayjustshutyoumouth!"

Ntando:"Mymouthisshut!"

Isatonasinglecouchsoheartbroken.

I'm hurt!

Me:"Anyplansfortoday?"

Mom:"I'm goingonaveryimportant

businessmeetingtoday.There'sadealI

needtosortitout!"



Siphesihle:"I'm goingoutwithmyfriends

justtocatchup!"

Ntando:"AndI'm takingmygirlfriend

out!"

Me:"Seemslikeeveryonehasgotthe

dayplanned"

MyphonebeepedandIquicklyrushed

toseethenotification.Ihidthenameof

thepersonitwasfrom.Ireadit."Happy

birthdayMissNomthandazo

Ngwenya,wewishyouablissfulday!

MTN!"

Really?Didtheyhavetoliftmyalready

highthopesevenhigher!?

Ntando:"Youlookdisappointed,what?

Didyouboyfriendbreakupwithyou?"



Me:"MindyourownbusinessNtando"

Mom:"Someonewokeonthewrongside

ofthebed"

Itookmycarkeysanddroveouttowork!

Iwasreallynotplanningtogobutwhat

am Igoingtodo?Iparkedmycarand

headedinside.

HeyguysbeforeIbluffevenmore,let

metellyoualittleaboutthesepast

years.Theyhavebeengreatnothing

much,justmebecominganOrthopedic

surgeon.Mydream job,gettinga

boyfriendwhocan'tevenslidaringon

myfinger,havingauselessfamilywhich



forgetsyourbirthdayandbecoming

barren!Ihavenotbeenabletoconceive

forthewholepastyearsandthat'sthe

reasonwhyIthinkKursadoesn'twantto

marryme,becauseI'm barren.Ithurts

butI'm strong.I'veacceptedit.I'm

barren.Lifehasbeennothingbutthe

painintheassbutImadesureIdon't

inhalethesmell.Welcometoseason

two.Letthestoryunfold.

AsI'vesaidonseason1Lifeisnota

BedofRoses,stillithasn'tchange!Let's

ridetogetherasalways
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Iwalkedintomyofficebutfirstpastby

theReception.

Me:"Terry!"

Terry:"Mam,Happybirthday!"

Me:"Atleastsomeonetoldme"

Terry:"Whatdoyoumean"

Me:"Myboyfriend,mybestfriend,my

mother,mysister,mybrotherdidn'teven

sayasinglewordtome!"

Terry:"Maybetheyareplanninga

surpriseforyou"



Me:"Theyalways,alwayswishedmea

happybirthdaybeforeplanningit.That

wasthefirstthingtheydidandthey

evenbetteronwhowasgoingtosayit

first.Irememberthistimewhentheyall

stayedawakeforthewholenightjust

waitingforthetimetostrike00:00,then

theywouldwakemeupshoutingall

thosekindsofwishingnames,butthis

timethingsaredifferent"

Terry:"That'sbadbecauseIreally

wantedtoattendyourbirthdaythistime"

Me:"Seeyou!"

Iwalkedtomyofficeandwhat!!Itwas

decoratedbeautifullyAllsortsofsweet

thingswereplacedinmydesk.



Terry:"Hopeyoulikeit!"

Me:"Thiswasyou?"

Terry:"Yesitis"

Me:"ThankyousomuchTerry"

Terry:"Pleasuremam"

Terryisjustoneopenbaby!She's19

yearsandshestartedworkingherelast

weekbutlookather.She'ssofriendly

andtalkative.She'snewhereandIlove

herattitude.Iaskedhertorecordme

eatingsomechocolatesandshedid.I

thenposteditinmyWhatsAppstatus

andKursawasonlineandIwantedhim

toseethatsomepeoplecare,Iwanted

them toknowthatsomepeoplehaven't

forgotten.Ithencheckedaftereachand



everyminuteifhehascheckeditbutno.

IposteditonmyInstathensome

peoplecommentedwishingmehappy

birthday!IthencheckedmyWhatsApp

butstillnothing.Ifthisdayendswithout

him sayinghappybirthday,IswearI'll

breakupwithhim.Igotboredseatingin

myofficedoingnothing!Itookmy

thingsanddrovehome,tookashower

thenslept.

IwaswokenupbyTash,didn'tshesay

she'sgoingtohervillage?Shewaslying

becauseshewantedmetofeel

bad,she'scomingtodistractmefrom a

birthdaysurprisetheyhaveplannedfor

meright!

Me:"Didn'tyousayyouweregoing?"



Tash:"Iam butIdon'twanttoleavewith

thistension!Yousoundedsoangryat

thephoneandIthoughtIshouldcome

andcleartheairbetweenus!"

Me:"I'm okay"

Tash:"SeriouslyNomtha,pleasetalkto

me,I'm yourfriend"

Ijustkeptquietandlookedather!

Tash:"Idon'thavemuchtimeNomtha

look,Ievencamewithmyluggage,once

youforgiveme,I'm outofherestraightto

myvillage!"

Ilookedbehindherandherbagswere

besidethedoor,Omgshe'sserious,she's

leaving.WhatafriendIhave!

Me:"I'm okayTash,travelsafe"



Tash:"Ireallyhavetogo!Callmewhen

youfinallydecidetotalkokay?"

Shequicklygetsupandexitthedoor!I

feltlikeIneededtoscream,tocry!!So

loudthatthewholeworldcouldknow

thatI'm notokay!Igotupandwentto

takeashower,Igotout,lotionedand

woremypyjamasandgotundercovers.I

tookmyphone,thetimewas06:49andI

hadtonsofmissedcallsfrom work!!I

calledtheReceptionandTerryanswered.

Me:"Terry!"

Terry:"Mam I'vebeentryingtogethold

ofyoubutyourphonewentstraightto

voicemail"

Me:"Iwassleeping,what'sgoingon?"



Terry:"There'sameetinginthe

boardroom andyou'renotpresent!"

Me:"Iwasneverinformed"

Terry:"Youbetterdriveto******center

rightnow"

Me:"Ohhhreally"

Iwasonmyfeetdancing!Ilovethat

placesoheavenlymuch!Iwokeupand

tookaquickshower,woremywhite

ladiessuite,styledmyhairandtookmy

keysandmyhandbagthenwalkedout.

Igotthere,andtheplacewasbreezing

windasusual.It'scoolandquiethere,a

greatplaceforaseriousmeeting.Iwas

welcomedbyTerrysmilingfrom teethto



teethnexttotheparkingarea.

Me:"What'sgoingon?"

Terry:"WithwhatMam?"

Me:"You'reallsmiley?"

Terry:"It'sjustthat,whenitcomesto

workyou'realwaysformal?"

Me:"Workisformalbabygirl,howfaris

themeeting?"

Terry:"Idon'tknow?Ijustgothere!"

Me:"I'm sureyouwhenyouweregiving

them drinksyouheardsomething"

Terry:"Nothingatall"

Me:"You'resuchaliar"

Wewalkedtothebuildingsbutshe

stoppedme.



Terry:"Actuallythemeetingisbythe

bar!"

Me:"Bar?"

Terry:"Yesmam"

Me:"Sothere'salcoholinthismeeting?"

Terry:"Abit?"

Me:"Atleast,let'sgo"

WewalkedtothebarandTerrywas

followingbehindme,Ididn'tspotany

boardmembersoranyone.

Me:"Terryareyousu-"

Terrywasnowheretobeseen.The

placewasquietandbuildingswere

locked.JustwhenIattemptedtowalk

awaythelightswentoff.Theplacewas



completelydark.DidItellyouthatI'm

scaredofthedark?Ihalfscreamedand

tiptoedsonooneoranythingwould

knowI'm here!Iheardalittlelaugh!I

quicklyturnedtolookbutnoonewas

here,howcreepy.JustwhenIwasabout

toturntolookforward,adarkshadow

raninfrontofmeandInearlyfell.My

heartstartedpoundingsofast.Iswearif

itcoulditwouldjumpoutofmychest.I

swearI'm inahorrormovie.Someone

outofnowherewouldcomeandeat

me,ortortureme.I'm scaredtoeven

moverightnow.OhGod!There'snot

evenaplacetorunto!Icriedguys.I

tookmyphoneandcalledKursabutit

wenttovoicemail,Icalled



Ntandoluhle,Mom,Siphesihlebutnoone

answered.IswearthisgirlTerryisthe

devil.WhenIwasjuststartingtotrust

her?

Justthen,theBardooropensandIran

toitandcloseassoonasIcan,Ieven

lockedthedoor.Ithefeltsomeround

softthingsinmyfeets.Myheart

poundedmuchharderthistime.How

canIbesostupid?Ididn'tevenknow

whoopenedthedoor.Thisistheworst

dayinmylife.Icouldevennotleaveto

tellmykidsaboutit.WhatifIcoulddie

thisminute.Iclosedmyeyespreparing

myselftoturnandfacewhateverthat

awaitsme.Iwascryingguys.AsIwas

standinglikethat,withthoughtsbattling



inmyhead,thelightswenton!Onlythe

barlightswenton!I'm scared.Justasj

turned,acrowdshouted,"surprise!!!",that

cameasashock.ThattheonlythingI

remember,thenextminute,lightswent

offonme.Iwasdown.

IwaswokenupbymyMom!

Her:"Sweetyareyouokay?"

Iblinkedmyeyesopen!Iwaslyingona

couchwithmanypeoplesurroundingme.

Me:"HowlongwasIout?"

Ntando:"2yearswith6months!"

Me:"What!!Howoldam Inow?"

Everybodyjustlaughedatme!



Siphesihle:"He'sjokingsis,itwasjust5

minutes!"

Istartedtorememberwhathappened.I

jumpedup.

Me:"Whatsgoingonhere?"

Theplacewasalldecoratedwithmy

picturesonthewall,withhappybirthday

quotes!

Terry:"It'syourbirthdaymam!"

Me:"Youlittlewitch,youleftme!"

Terry:"Itwaspartoftheplan!"

Me:"You'reallevil!!"

ThedoorswingopenandTashiawalked

in!"

Tash:"Oops!I'm late!WhatdidImiss!"



Shewascarryingmanygiftbags!

Me:"Didn'tyo-...hom-"

Tash:"Home?Onyourbirthday?never!"

Irantohugher!

Me:"You'rethebestbestfriendever!"

Tash:"Iknowbabes,sowhen'stheparty

starting?"

Iwasbusylookingatthedoorexpecting

Kursatowalkinbut,notaninchofhim

appeared.Sohereallyforgotmy

birthday.

Me:"Letthepartybegin!!"

Crowd:"Yheah!!!"

Allmycolleagueswerehere.Sothe

partystarted.



Iwassittingbythewindow,looking

outside,hopingKursawouldcome.Tash

cametome.

Tash:"What'swrongfriend?"

Me:"Nothing!"

Tash:"It'samanright?"

Me:"Kursaisnothere!Howam I

supposetobehappy?"

Tash:"Who'sthat!"

Me:"Who?"

Isaidturning.Thisfoolwaslookingat

mesmiling,withalongboxnexttohim,I

swearthiswasahumansizedteddy.Is

hecrazy.IfoundmyselfIhisarms

Me:"You'relate?"



Him:"That'smyplan"

Me:"What'supwithalltheseplans,Ihate

plans!"

Him:"Why?Becausetheymakeyou

scared?"

Me:"Youwerealsopartofthisfoolish

plan!Ihateyou!Ialmostdied!"

Him:"Diedofwhat?Icouldhave

protectedyou?"

Me:"Wherewereyouwhenaflashof

shadowranpastme?"

Him:"You'reexaggera-"

Voice:"Cansomeonegetmeoutof

here?"

Thatvoicecamefrom theboxandit



wassofamiliar,sofamiliarthatthe

personspeakingwasinmymind.It's

notherright?.

Theboxwasthenopenedandmyeyes

wereclosed.Ididn'twanttoseewho

wasinside!

Voice:"Openyoureyesbitch"

Kursa:"Surprise!!"

IopenedmyeyesandGeezit'sher!!I

screamedforeveryonetohearme!

Me:"Olwethu!!!"

Olwethu:"Thando!!"

Wehuggedandstayedlikethatforlike

15minutesandIwascrying.Herhugs

justbringbackthememoriesofAndile.



WeweredisturbedbyTashseparating

us.

Tash:"Hey,I'm jealousnow!"

Everybodylaughed!

Me:"Olwethu!"

Olwethu:"Heyit'snofuneral,wipeyour

tears!Andletthepartystart!TheQueen

isherenow!"

Voice:"Howcanthepartystartswithout

usmakingthegrandentrance?"

Ohgosh!ThatwasFix'svoice.That

meansAndileisheretoo!I'vesaidthis

eailer,thisistheworstdayofmylife!

Olwethuwhisperedinmyear.

Olwethu:"Relax,Andileisnothere!"



Itookabreathout!

Me:"Youtwoarehere?"

Tiller:"Wherecouldwebe?"

Me:"Thanksguys!"

Olwethu:"Thisisnottherightplacefor

emotionalmoments,Iwantbooze,more

boozeandfun!

Thepartystartedandwewerecatching

upwithOlwethuwhilehavingmore

drinks.Wewerehavingsomuchfun

togetherandIwasn'tleavingherside.

Tashcametoourtable

Tash:"Nomtha,it'stimeforthepictures!"

Me:"Whydon'twetakethem

tomorrow,I'm stillcatchingupwith



Olwethu!"

Tash:"Wealwaystookpictureswhenthe

timestrikes12andit'salmost12,just5

minutesleft!"

Me:"Wecouldskipittoday,thatwouldn't

hurt!"

Tash:"Itwould!Wealwaysdothis,

wheneverit'smy,oryourbirthday!"

Olwethugotupandwalkedaway.

Me:"Olwethuwaitforme!"

Tash:"I'm stilltalkingtoyouNomtha"

Me:"Ihavetogo!"

IrantoOlwethu!

Me:"Whereareyougoing?"

Olwethu:"I'm goingtocheckFix!"



Me:"Youlovementomuchcomeon

let'sdance"

Themusicstoppedplaying.

Me:"Ohh,whatamooddropper!"

Kursa:"CanIhaveyourattentionplease!"

Me:"Whatisit!!"

Thepeoplelaughedatme.Iwasdrunk

guys.

Kursa:"Ihaveaveryimportant

announcementIhavetomake,it'sabout

someonespecialtome!"

Crowd:"Ncooa!"

Kursa:"NomthandazoNgwenya,could

youpleasecomeforward."

Myfacewashfullofsmiles.Olwethu



pushedmetogo!Iwenttostandnextto

him.

Kursando:"I'm notamanofwords,I'm

notamanofpoetry,butwhenIsay

something,forsureit'strue.Ilove

you,that'sthewordsIsaidanditwas

true,it'sstilltrue.Iloveyou

NomthandazoandI'm stillpreparedon

spendingmywholelifewithyou!You're

themostamazingpersonI'veevermet.

You'rethemostfungirlI'veeverdated

andIwouldbefoolishtoletanyman

beatmetothis."

HewentdownonhiskneesandI

becamesoberatthatmoment!

Him:"NomthandazoNgwenya,willyou

makemethehappiestmaninthe



universebymarryingme"

Everybodyscreamed.Iwaslostof

words.Idon'tknowwhattosay.

Me:"Yes!IagreeKursando!!"

Heslidtheringonmyfingerandspring

meintheairwhilegiggling.

Iwokeupwithmyheadpounding!Ihate

alcohol.Iwasinmyroom withOlwethu.

Igotupandwenttothebathroom,Itook

abath,brushedmyteethandworefloral

dress.Iwentdownstairsanddrank

painkillers.Istartedwiththebreakfast.I

setthetableandlookedatmyring.I'm

inengaged.Likeengagedguys,I'm

someone'sfiance.I'm abouttohavea



weddinginfewmonthstocome.Thisis

amazing.

AsIwasstillinmythoughts,Olwethu

camedownstairswearingoneofmy

jeans,whichIdon'tevenwear.

Me:"Morning"

Olwethu:"I'm surprisedtoseejeanson

yourcloset,andtheystillsmellnewand

looknew"

Me:"BecauseIdon'twearthem!"

Olwethu:"Butyouboughtthem?"

Me:"Siphesihledid!"

Olwethu:"You'resuchawaste!"

Me:"Idon'tlikejeansyouknowthat!"

Olwethu:"Theywouldsuiteyou,you



know?"

Tash:"Andtheysuiteyou!"

Olwethu:"Really!"

Me:"She'sjoking!"

Tash:"Aring?"

Me:"Ow!"

Isaidwavingmyhandather.

Tash:"Heproposed?!I'm happyforyou

friend!"

Me:"Youweren'tthere?"

Tash:"NoIwasn't"

Shewalkedtothefridgeanddrankcold

water.

Everybodycamedownandwestarted



eatingoversmalltalks.

Me:"Olwethu,whydon'twegotothemall

today.I'm offatwork"

Tiller:"Canwetagalong"

Me:"Nonoit'smeandOlwethu,only!"

Tash:"Whataboutme?"

Me:"NexttimeTashia"

Kursa:"I'm startingtogetjealous"

Me:"Whatever,let'sgoOlwe!"

Tash:"Now?"

Me:"When?"

Wegotupandwentout!

Wegottothemallanddidalittle



windowshoppingandwenttositdown

tograbalunch.Weorderedandour

ordercame.

Olwethulookedabitdownnow.

Me:"What'swrong?"

Olwethu:"Haveyoueverthoughtof

Andile?"

Me:"Idon'twannatalkabouthim!"

Olwethu:"Why?"

Me:"Ijustdon'twantto!"

Olwethu:"Thepoorguyisstruggling

Thando"

Me:"I'm notthecauseofhisstruggles"

Olwethu:"Yesyou'renot,bu-"

Me:"AndilechoseKitharaoverme



Olwethu"

Olwethu:"Youlefthim Thando!"

Me:"WhatwasIsupposedtodo?"

Olwethu:"Whatwashesupposetodo?"

Ikeptquiet

Olwethu:"Youhavetodosomething!"

Me:"Whatam Isupposedtodo?"

Olwethu:"Savehim!"

Me:"How?"

Olwethu:"Idon'tknow,you'lltryand

figurethatout!"

Me:"Whydon'tyoufiguresomethingout

andhelphim insteadofme?"

Olwethu:"We'vetriedthatandfailed"



Me:"SohowdoyouthinkIwillmanage"

Olwethu:"Idon'tknowbutallIknowis

thatyou'retheonlyonewhocansave

him!"

Me:"I'm engagedremember?"

Olwethu:"YouthinkIdon'tknowthat?"

Me:"I'm abouttobesomeone'swife!"

Olwethu:"Thatwillneverhappenyou

alsoknowthat!"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Olwethu:"Everyoneknowsthatyouand

Andileweremean'ttobe"

Me:"Soyou'reGodnow?"

Olwethu:"Don'tactlikeyoudon'tknow

Thando,you'retheonethatunderstand



itmorethanwedo."

Me:"There'snothingIcandoaboutit!"

Olwethu:"Whataboutus,ifwehada

chancethere'ssomethingthatwecould

havedon'tbutwedon't!"

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Olwethu:"We'rebanned!"

Me:"Banned?Whatareyoutalking

about?"

Olwethu:"We'rebannedfrom your

villlage"

Me:"What!?Why?bywho?"

Olwethu:"Firstly,yes,byyourQueen

Kithara,becauseweweresocloseat

findingthetruthaboutherandher



wickedstepmother"

Ikeptquiet.

Olwethu:"DoyouknowthatAndileno

longerwork?Ohhletmetellyoualittle

fairytail.Andile'smom tookover

Andile'splacebecause"Andile"isa"King"

nowhehastolookafterhispeople.Just

then,fewmonthslater,Kithara'sMother

tookoverbecause"Andile's"motheris

notfeelingwell.Thatcompanyisfalling

down.RememberAndilewasthe

biggestshareholdernowthathasfallen

intothehandsofthosetwoevilpeople

inthewholeuniverse.Andile'shas

becameaservantinhisownfather's

house!He'ssufferingwithhisown

mother."



Me:"Whatdoyoumeanhe'saservant?"

Olwethu:"Kithara'smom isaKingand

KitharaistheQueen,justimagine"

Me:That'scrazy"

Olwethu:"What'smorecrazyisthatthey

owntwoKingdoms"

Me:"HowisAndiledoing,howishe

coping?"

Olwethu:"He'sdamaged,hecan'tdo

anythingaboutthat,he'shandsaretied"

Iwassosadtohearthat.

Olwethu:"Letmecallhim"

Me:"Nodon't!"

Olwethu:It'stoolate"

Icoveredmyfacewithmyhands.She



putthephoneonloudspeaker.

Andile:"Olwethu!"

Olwethu:"Andile,howareyoudoing?"

Hearinghisvoicejustmademyheart

beatfaster.

Andile:"Stillthesame,whataboutyou?"

Olwethu:"I'm ok!Whatareyouupto?"

Andile:"inthefield,ploughing,andthe

sunpiercingdownmyskin"

Tearsjuststreameddownmycheeks.I

sniffed.

Andile:"You'recrying?"

Olwethu:"Ohno"

Andile:"ThoughtIheardsniffs,haveyou

talkedtoNomtha?"



Olwethu:"Stillsearchingforher"

Andile:"Idon'tknowbut,Ifeelher

presenceoritsthatyou'recloseon

findingher.Idon'tknowhowtoexplain

this!"

Olwethu:"Actuallythere'ssomeonewho

wantstospeaktoyou!"

IShakedmyheadno!

Andile:"Who'sthat?"

Igotupandrantotheladiesroom.

Olwethu:"Ihavetogo!"

SheranaftermeandIlockedthesmall

room andcriedmylungsout.

Olwethu:"Thando"

Me:"Idon'twanttotalk!"



Olwethu:"Youneedtogetoutofhere!"

Me:"Idon'twantto,Andiledoesn'teven

havethefreedom tocomeherebecause

he'slockedinthatPalace."

Olwethu:"That'swhyyouneedtohelp

him"

Me:"I'm engagedOlwethuandIlove

Kursando"

Olwethu:"Youlovehim morethan

Andile?"

Me:"Pleasedon'tmakemechoose!"

Olwethu:"Youneedtofigurethatout"

Me:"IcareaboutAndileandIlove

KursandoandI'm willingtomarryhim.I



don'twantyounoranyonetomakeme

doubtthat.I'm hisfianceandI'm gonna

marryhim!"

Olwethu:"OkthenIhearyou,let'sgo

home"

Me:"Idon'twannago"

Olwethu:"Youcan'tstayhereThando"

Me:"Idon'twannagoanywhereOlwethu"

Olwethu:"I'm callingKursandothen"

Me:"NoDon't!"

Olwethu:"ThenI'm takingyouhome"

Iopenedthedoorandwewenttopay

thendrovehome!"

Chapter3
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IwalkedpastKursandoandtheother

guyswatchingsoccerinthecouch.



Kursacametome.

Kursa:"Bbe"

Me:"Hey"

Kursa:"Howyou'redoing?"

Me:"I'm drained"

Kursa:"Icanseethat,wannatalkabout

it!"

Me:"No"

Kursa:"CanIatleastlookintoyoureyes!"

Hepulledupmyfacetolookathim.

Kursa:"Youreyesarered,you'vebeen

crying?"

Me:"I'm okay"

Kursa:"I'm worried"



Me:"I'm okay!!"

Ishoutedathim andhelookedatme

shocked!

Kursa:"It'sgonnabeokayright?"

Ijustcriedandshookmyheadyes.I

layedonhischestandhebrushedmy

back.

Kursa:"GosoakyourselfinabathI'm

comingokay!"

Me:"Okay!"

HekissedmyforeheadandIwalked

upstairs.Itookabathandworemy

warm pyjamas.Igotundercoversand

thedoorswingopen.Kursawasholding

atraywithtwocupsofhotchocolate.

JustwhatIneeded.



Me:"Thanks"

Heplacedtheothercupandwalkedout.

Me:"Ain'tyougonnajoinme?"

Kursa:"YouneeditmorethanIdo"

Me:"Thankyou,somuch"

Hesmiledandwalkedout.Idrankmy

twocupsandwenttosleep

******

IwaswatchingAndile,inthefields.It's

breezingcoldoutsideandhe'sonahis

shortsandvest.Hislipsarecracking.

He'ssodirty.Whatamazeme,I'm

standingonmydoor,inmyhouse.ButI

canseehim.Hestopsworkingandlook

aroundasifheknowsthatsomeoneis



lookingathim.Itriedtohideforhim to

notseethatit'sme.ButIwastoolate.

Oureyeslocked.Aswewerestilllooking

ateachother.Thewhitebone

appears,fullofblood,crackedbutthe

piecesstillmovetogether.Everything

disappearedandwewereleftalonewith

thisbone.Thelandthatwewereon

seemeddried.Likeit'snotrainedfor

decades.Iwasnowwearingalionskin

asaskirt,withabramadeoflionskin.

SowasAndile.Iwassothirsty,andon

thisplace,Icouldn'tevenseeanearby

river.IwavedatAndileandweranto

eachother.Hepickedupthebone.

Andile:"Theboneisn'twhite."

Me:"Thatmeanstheancestorsareangry



atus.Lookaround,therearenopeople

norhouseshere."

Andile:"We'veturnedourbacksonour

call."

Me:"Andile,let'spleasefindariver

first,I'm thirsty."

Andile:"I'm thirstytoo,let'slookaround"

Weheldhandstogetherandranthrough

theland.Wecouldn'tseeanyriver.We

sawatree,withnoleaves.Justbranches.

Werantoitandclimbittogether.The

treegottallerandmyheartstartedto

race.

Me:"Andilewhat'sgoingon!!"

Andile:"Idon'tknowtoo."



Thetreebendedandplacedusonthe

groundsafely.

Me:"What'sgoingonhere."

Voice:"Youturnedyourbacksonyour

ancestors."

Thevoicesaidbehindus,anditsounded

sofamiliar.Weturnedbackonlytobe

metbyAndile'sfather.

Me:"MyKing"

Isaidwhilebowingmyheaddown.

Andile:"Father,whatareyoudoinghere?"

King:"Doyouseehowyourlandis?It's

dry,nothingwillevergrowhereunless

youdothingsthewaytheysupposedto

bedone."



Andile:"Fatherwhatareyoutalking

about?"

King:"I'm angryAndile,I'm veryangry.

Youleftmythronetoawoman."

Andile:"I'm sorryFather,butmyhands

aretied!Ican'tdoanything"

Thekingthenlookedatmyside.

King:"Makoti,pleasedon'tdisappoint

me!"

WhenIwasabouttoraisemyheadto

answer.Hewasnolongerhere.

Andile:"PleasehelpmeNomtha."

Welearnedtohugbutsomething

stoppedus.Thelandwasthendivided

intotwo.Iwasontheothersidewhile



hewasontheotherside.

Andile:"Nomthapleasehelpme"

Hisvoicewasfadingaway.Myeyes

weregettingbluruntilIcouldn'tsee

anything.Bloodstarteddrippinginthe

dryland.Avoicespoke.

Voice:"Toomuchbloodhasfallentothe

ground.It'stimeyoureturnhomemy

child.Ourgrandsonsfelltotheground.

Wedon'twantmorebloodtofall.Please

returnhome"

Icouldn'tseewhowastalking.Ijust

heardthevoiceastheword'home'

repeatedit'sself.Ithenheardaroaring

soundthatwokemeup.



*******

Itwasalreadydayoutside.Itookmy

phoneandcheckedthetime.Itwas

12:30.Iwenttothebathroom,tooka

bath,lotionedandworemyfloraldress

withsandals.WhenIwasabouttoopen

mybedroom dooravoicespoke.

"It'stime"

IturnedbacktolookbutIcouldn'tsee

anyone.IturnedupfrontandIsawa

babywrappedupinalionskinblanket.I

almostscreamedbutIheldmymouth.I

movedback,untilIhittheclosetwithmy

head.Ifelldown,andwhenIgotup,there

wasnothingonthedoor.Iquicklyran

out.



Therewasnoonedownstairs,Iguess

Kursandohasgonetowork.Itookmy

carkeysanddrovetomymother's

house.OnthewayIfeltlikesomething

wasfollowingme.Idrovelikeamaniac

tomymother'shouse.Isawherinthe

garden.IranasfastasIcantoher.

Mother:"What'schasingyouNomtha?"

Me:"Idon'tknowmom butIfeellike

somethingisfollowingme."

Ifeltasifsomethingwaspressingdown

myshoulders.

"Yourchildrenarehauntingyou,theyare

pressingyoudown.Theyarenotsafe.

Theywantyoutotakethem home."

Thevoiceechoesinmyhead,andit's



gettingsoloudthatIwanttoscream so

loud.ItfeelslikeI'm gonnagocrazy.

Mom:"Nomtha!"

Me:"Mom,somethingispressingmy

shouldersdown,Idon'tknowwhat's

goingon!!"

Mom:"Sitdown"

Me:"I'm thirsty!"

Myvoicesoundedasifit'sfadingaway.

What'sgoingonwithme.

Me:"Somebodyhelpme!!!"

NtandoarrivedandIwasontheground

now.

Ntando:"Nomthawhat'sgoingon!"

Me:"Brother!!Ican'ttakethisanymore."



Ijustlayedonmystomachandlights

wentoffme.

**********

Narrated.

**********

Everyonewasnowworriedabout

Nomtha.Theytookherinsideand

Ntandocheckedherpulse,shewasstill

alive.

Ntando:"Motherlet'stakehertothe

hospital!"

Ntandocarriedhertothecarandthey

fldrovetothehospital.Whilethenurses



werebringinginstretcherstocarryher.

Ntandorushedtohisofficeandtookhis

medicalstuffandrushedtoNomtha's.

Ntando:"Everybodyoutnow!!"

Heshoutedandnowhewasleftalone

withNomtha.Ontheotherside,

Nomtha'smom waspraying.Siphesihle

arrivedwithOlwethu.

Siphesihle:"What'sgoingonMother!"

Nothando:"Let'sgofetchahealer!"

Siphesihle:"Mother,where'sNomtha?"

Nothando:"Stopaskingquestions

Siphesihlelet'sgo"

TheyallrushedtothecarandSiphesihle

wastheonedriving.



..........

EveryonewasinNomtha'sroom with

thehealertoo.Ntandocouldn'tfigure

outwhatwaswrongwithherbecause

shewasallhealthy.

Thehealerwaschanting.

Nothando:"Whatdoyousee?"

Healer:"Sheneedstobehome!"

Nothando:"Whatdoyoumean!?"

Healer:"Takeherhome!!!!!Theancestors

areveryangry,andherchildrenarenotat

piece.Theyaredrainingher!!Sheneeds

tobehomeassoonaspossible,or

else!!!!!!"



Ntando:"Orelsewhat??"

Healer:"Orelseherchildrenwilldrainher

todeath!!!!"

Nothando:"Whatcanwedotoappease

totheancestors?"

Healer:"Sheknowstheway!!"

Ntando:"Howisshenow!"

Healer:"She'sresting,shewon'twakeup

untilshe'sathome."

Thehealerthensprinkledustonher

nose.Nomthasneezed!

Healer:"Go!!!"

Nothando:"Now?"

Healer:"Wedon'thavemuchtime!!Go!!!"

Ntandowenttocarryherbuthegota



shock.

Nothando:"What'swrongNtando?"

Ntando:"She'sfire,sheburn'tmyhand"

Nothando:"Whatdoyoumeanshesfire"

Nothandowenttotouchherbutnothing

happenedtoher.

Nothando:"Nothinghappenedtome!"

Healer:"NtandoisaPrince!!Hecan't

carryher!"

Nothando:"Okaythenlet'sgo!"

Healer:"Ntandocan'tgowithyou!Hewill

usehiscar!"

Ntando:"What!!That'simpossible!Idon't

evenknowtheway!"

Healer:"Findsomeonetogowith!"



Ntando:"Who?"

Thehealerjustwalkedoutoftheroom.

NothandotookNomtha.

Nothando:"You'llbeokaymyboy"

TheywalkedoutleavingNtando

alone,notknowingwhattodo.

********

Tashia

********

Iwassittingatmyapartment,watching

television.IwasthinkingofNomtha,how

cansheturnedherbackonme.I

thoughtshewasmyfriendbuttotallyI



waswrong.Shehasafriendmore

importantthanme.

Asiwasstillinmythoughts,ireceiveda

callfrom Ntando.IwasallsmilywhenI

lookedatthescreen.

Tashia:"HeyNtando"

Ntando:"Whereareyou?"

Geezbro,notevenahello.He'sso

arrogant.

Tashia:"I'm home,why?"

Ntando:"Packyourclothes,makesure

theyareenoughforalongtime."

Myheartpumpedevenmore.

Me:"We'regoingonatrip?Justthetwo

ofus?"



Ntando:"I'llbetherein10minutes."

HedroppedthecallandIscreamedso

loud!!

Me:"I'm goingonatripwithmyman!!!"

Iranupstairsandstartedpacking.Ijust

packedasmallbag.IfI'm gonnaneed

clothesI'llbuythem whereI'm going.I

sowishwe'regoingtoParis,whatabout

Germany!!!ohhgosh!!Nomthaneedsto

hearthis.Ow,I'm stillangryather.

Myphonebeeped.Itwasamessage

from Ntando,sayinghe'soutside.

Itookmysmallbagandwentout.I

placeditinthepassengerseat.Andgot

inthefront.

Ntando:"Where'stheotherluggage?"



Me:"I'llbuyitinGermany!"

Ntando:"You'recrazy!"

HegotoutandIranafterhim.

Ntando:"Where'sthekey?"

Ithrewittohim.Hecatchedandopened

thedoor.Hewenttomybedroom.Haa

heevenknowsthedoor!Ohhgoshhe

wasstalkingmeright?Hepacked

almosthalfofmycloset.Howcute.

Ntando:"Packyourunderwearsand

followme."

Ididastoldandfollowedhim.He

packedeverythingonthebootandwe

hittheroad.

Me:"Wherearewegoing?"



Ntando:"DoyouknowNomtha'svillage?"

Me:"Yeahduhh?"

Ntando:"We'regoingthere!"

Me:"What!!NoGermany?"

Ntando:"I'm nevergoingonatripwith

you,forgetit!"

Me:"JustasI'veforgotthatwecould

everdate!"

Ntando:"Goodgirl!"

Me:"Fuckoff!"

Hedroveandleftmyheartbroke!!

Chapter4
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Iwokeupinanunfamiliarplace.Isaton

mybumsandlookedaround.Mom got

inholdingatrayofbreakfast.

Mom:"MyAngelyou'reawake"

Me:"Wheream I?"

Mom:"We'lltalkaboutthatlateron!"

Me:"Where'sKursando?"

Mom:"StopstressingyourselfNana!"

Me:"Where'smyphone?"

Shepassedit.

Me:"Youcango!"

IdialledKursando'snumbersandhe

answeredonthefirstring.

Kursa:"Bbe,whereareyou?"



Me:"Kursa,Idon'tknow.Ijustwokeup"

Kursa:"Whatdoyoumeanyoudon't

know?I'vebeenlookingforyouallnight.

Icheckedyourmother'splace,Ntando

andevenTashia"

Me:"I'm withmymotherBabeandIdon't

knowwheream i"

Kursa:"Sendmethelocationthen"

Me:"Okwaitafewminutes"

IdroppedthecallandMom camein.

Mom:"Whatdoyouthinkyou'redoing?"

Me:"Youwon'ttellmewheream IsoI'm

sendingKursandothelocation"

Shegrabbedmyphone.

Me:"Mom whatareyoudoing?"



Mom:"You'renotsendingKursandoany

Location"

Me:"What'sgoingonwithyou?You

wannakidnapme?"

Mom:"That'sthelastthingIwoulddoon

thisearth"

Olwethu,Siphesihle,TillerandFixcame

in.

Me:"What'sgoingonhere,where's

Ntando?"

Olwethu:"He'sonhisway!"

Me:"Wheream I?"

Myphonerang,Mom lookedatthecaller

andpassedthephonetome.Itwas

Ntando.



Me:"Brother"

Him:"Sis,you'reawake"

Me:"Whereareyou?"

Him:"We'repreparingfortheroad"

Me:"'were'"

Him:"It'smeandTashia"

Me:"Ohpleasesayhitoher"

Him:"Idon'tevenwannatalktoher"

Me:"Why?"

Him:"Youreallywannaknowit?"

Igiggled.

Me:"Talk"

Icoveredthespeakeronmyphone.

Me:"Canyouallgetout,I'm inacall"



Theylaughedandmadetheirwayout.

Me:"Brother"

Him:"Yourfriendisveryobsessedwith

meI'm tellingyou,shethoughtIwas

takinghertoatripthetimeIaskedher

toaccompanymetoyourvillage"

What!!!I'm inmyvillage,no!!That'sthe

worstthingever!

Me:"Tomyvillages"

Him:"LastnightshethoughtIwasgonna

fuckherthetimeIsaidweshouldbook

ahotelforthenight"

Me:"Brother,Idon'tlikewhatyou'redoing

tomyfriend"

Him:"WhatdidIdo?"



Me:"You'replayingwithherfeelings,she

crushedyoulongbeforeIknewyou"

Him:"She'sinarelationshipwithChad

remember?"

Me:"Ohhifshewassingleyouwould

dateher"

Him:"What,never.IfIwantedherIwould

havedatedherlongtimeago"

Me:"Butwhere'sChadnow?Huh?"

Him:"He'snotgonnadiethereright"

Me:"Doesheevencareabouther,when

lastdidhecallherhuh?"

Him:"Ohhyouevennoticed?"

Me:"WhatdoyoumeanInoticed?She's

myfriendofcourseInoticed"



Him:"You'vebeenbestfriendswith

Olwethu,notnoticingshe'shurtbyyour

behavior,youdon'tevenhavephotosof

yourbirthday,there'sacrossinthe

spaceforyourphoto.She'shurtdeeply"

Me:"Ncooa,younoticed.Clearlyyoucare

aboutherbutyoudon'twannaadmitit!"

Him:"Hey,justbecauseI'm tellingyour

mistakesthatdoesn'tmeanIloveher,or

evenlikeher,Itakeherasmysister"

Me:"Thenwhenarewemeetingour

sisterin-law?"

Him:"Hey,don'toverthink,I'm still

enjoyingmylife"

Me:"Brother,youain'tgettingany

younger,we'reexpecting"



Him:"Ifyoujuststoppedstickingyour

noseinyourbrother'snose,youwould

know"

Me:"Hey,you'retheonecomingtocryon

me"

Him:"I'm notyourfriendNomtha"

Me:"Ofcourseyou'remybrotherandI'm

yoursister"

Him:"Youknowwhat,Bye.Ihavea

Longwayaheadwithyourfriend"

Me:"You'reusingacar?"

Him:"Yes"

Me:"Whydon'tyoucatchaplane,you

couldhavelongarrived"

Him:"It'stherules"



Me:"Whatrules"

Him:"Ihavetogo,Bye"

HedroppedthecallandIgiggled

**********

Narrated

**********

AsNtandowasbusytalkingtoNomtha

onhisphone,Tashiawaspretendingto

beasleep,listentotheirconversation

withaachingheart.Shereallyloved

Ntandoevenhetalkedbadabouther

andevenifshegotmanyrejections

from him butshestilllovedhim.She



didn'tknowwhattosayaboutwhatshe

heardtoday.Ntando'swordsabouther

hurthersodeeply.

Tashia'sinnervoice:"Ineverknew

Ntando'sdislikesmethisway,tearswere

inmyeyes.Iwasscaredtoevengetup

andlookathim.Ididn'tknowI

disgustedhim thisway.Ievenbecamea

nuisancetohim.Ithinkit'sbetterifI

stayasfarasIcantohim.Idon'teven

knowwhyI'm helpinghim andhissister

becauseIcanseeI'm justapeacejobto

them.Isupportedthem ineverythingbut

intimesoffuntheydon'tevennoticeme.

Am Ithatbadtoberememberedin

timesofdarkness.MaybeI'm thelightin

timesofdarknessandintimesoflight,I



bethelightlikeeverybodyelse.I'm tired

ofbeingeverybody'spuppet.I'm tiredof

lovingNtando.I'm tiredofChad,I'm tired

ofrelationships.Iguessit'stimeIstart

focusingonmyselfandcarelessabout

anyotherperson."

ShegotupandgreetedNtando's.She

wenttothebathroom,tookabath,

lotionedandwrappedatowel.Shewent

tothecartopickupclothes,shetooka

deminhighriseJeanwithapinklaced

shortsleevedcroptop.Shetookapair

ofblack&pinkandwhiteAdidaskicks.

Shewalkedbacktothehotel,tothe

bathroom anddressedup.Shelether

hairlooseandappliedalipgloss.

Her:"Let'sgo"



Ntando:"I'llpassbythereception."

Shewalkedouttothecarandsatinthe

frontasusual.Shewasbusyonher

phoneinInstagram scrollingpictures.

Ntandoarrivedandtheysetfortheroad.

Thedrivewasverysilent,theawkward

silence.Tashiatookoutherheadphones

andconnectedthem.Sheplayedmusic

onherphoneasNtandoconnectedhis

musiconhiscar.Hethenblasteditthat

Tashiacouldn'thearhersright.Shethen

turndownthevolumeonNtando's

music,butNtandoturnitup.Tashia

lookedatNtandodisgusted.

Shestoppedhermusicandlistenedwith

Ntando.Ntandoturnedhisoff.

Ntando:"What'swrongwithyoutoday?"



Tashia:"Doyouhaveaproblem?"

Ntando:"You'renolongeranuisance"

Tashiawashurtbyhisstatement.

Tashia:"Youreallywantmetobea

nuisance?"

Ntando:"Yeah"

Tashia:"ListenNtando,I'm tiredofbeing

anuisanceokay,ifyoucouldjustleave

mealoneanddriveandstopbeinga

nuisancetome.I'm verybusy.Don't

fuckwithme"

Sheconnectedherheadsetagainand

playedmusic.Ntandowasleft

astonished.Hedidn'tevenknowwhatto

say.Hewasthinkingmaybeshe

overheadormaybenot.Buthedidn't



care.Atleastsheknowsthetruth.They

continuedontheirjourney.

***************

Nomthandazo

***************

Imademybed,tookabath,lotionedand

woremyNiketracksuit.Itookthetrayof

breakfastandwalkedtothekitchen.I

rinsedtheplateandwenttothelounge.

Me:"Mom,pleasetellmewe'renotin

SikhanyaKingdom."

Mom:"Sitdown"

Me:"NoMom don'ttellmetosit



down,justtellmewe'renotinSikhanya

Kingdom"

Mom:"Unfortunatelyweare"

Me:"Whatam Idoinghere,andwhogave

youthepermissiontotakemehere"

Mom:"Idon'tneedanybody'spermission

remember?"

Me:"I'm goingtoAmerica"

Mom:"Ifyouwishtodie,go!"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean"

Mom:"Justaskyourselfwhyyouwere

hereinthefirstplace"

Me:"Why?"

Mom:"Isaidaskyourself?"

Me:"Howam Isupposetoknow,Idon't



rememberanything"

Mom:"Ihopeyou'rereadycausewe're

goingtovisitourQueentoday"

Me:"Who?Kithara'sMother?"

Mom:"Yes,themajestyherself"

Me:"I'm notgoinganywhere"

Mom:"Ifyoudon'twannadie,you'llfollow

us"

Me:"Really,you'regoingtoscareme

withdeath?"

Mom:"IfyouknewI'm doingallthis

becauseofyou"

Me:"let'sgo"

Olwethu:"Idon'tthinkwe'llbegoing,were

justgonnawaitforNtando"



Mom:"Okay"

IwentwithSiphesihleandMom.Ican't

believeI'm reallyinthishellhole.Inever

thoughtI'llsetmyfootinthisplace

again.ThedrivetothePalacewasn't

long.Wewerewelcomedbyguards

outsidethegate.

Guard:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Mom:"WewanttoseetheQueen"

Aslaplandedonmymother'sface.

Me:"Whatthefuckareyoudoing?"

Guard:"She'snottheQueen,she'sthe

King"

Me:"Sothatgivesyouarighttoslapmy

mother"



Guard:"Isshethepresident'sdaughter?"

Me:"Iam thepresident'sdaughterhoe"

Guard:"We'resorry"

Theyboweddowntome!

Islappedeachandeveryofthem.

Me:"Don'tfuckwithus!"

Theyopenedthegateandtherewere

othersinside,theplacewasfullof

guards,thewerealltellingtheothers

thatthepresident'sdaughterishere.

Foolishguards!"

Wewerestandinginfrontofthepalace

dooranditwasclosed.Thetwoguards

startedtopulltheropestoopenthe

door.Itookadeepbreathandthedoor



slidopen.
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**************

Ntandoluhle

**************

Igottasay,Tashiaisactuallyacting

weird.She'snotthatkindapersonwho's

activeanymore,she'snolongertalking

nonstoporwantingtokissme.Ijust

thoughtIshoulddisturbher.Itookoff

herheadphonesandshejustlookedat



me.

Her:"Whatareyoudoing?"

Me:"I'vebeencallingyouforlike15

minutes"

Her:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Me:"Aren'tyouhungry?"

Her:"ThenifI'm hungrywhatareyou

goingtodo?Letmeeatyou,because

youcanseethisisaplaincity"

Me:"Actually,Iwouldlikeyoutoeat

me,seehowroughyoucango?"

Her:"Stopdreamingsies"

SheplacedherheadphonesandIpulled

them offagain.

Her:"Don'tfuckwithmeNtando!!"



Me:"Whywon'tyoufuckmethen!"

Her:"Ntandoluhle,getthatshitoutof

yourfuckingmindbecauseIwon'tfuck

withyou.Probablythisdaywillevenbe

thelastdayIsetmyeyesonyou,nor

yourfamily"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean,skirrskirrkid"

Her:"Youknowwhat,justdrive,it'sbetter

we'recloseanyway"

Me:"Iheardthat"

Her:"It'snotlikeIwashidingitanyway"

SheputherheadphonesagainandI

pulledthem again.

Her:"Ntandodon'tfuckwithmejust

pushthedamnandleavemethehell



aloneplease!!"

Iparkedthecaronthesideoftheroad

andlookedather.

Her:"IthinkIneedsomeair."

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedinfront

ofthecar.Shelookedsobeautifuland

freespirited.HowdumpdidInotnotice

thebeauty.Igotoutandfollowedher.

Theskyturned.Itquicklyturntodark.

Therainstartedtopouronourheads.

Me:"Tashia"

Her:"It'sraininglet'sgoback!"

Shewaslaughing,sheranbackbutI

caughther.

Me:"Wheredoyouthinkyou'regoing?"



Her:"LetgoofmeNtando"

Me:"You'renotgoinganywhere!"

Her:"I'm gettingwetNtandoletgoofme

youmotherfucka"

Me:"You'rewetalready,ohhbabyyou're

readyforme"

Her:"SiesNtando,allyou'rethinking

aboutissex,letgoofme"

Ilethergoandsherantothecar.I

walkedthereandfoundhershiveringin

thebackseat.

Me:"You'recold?"

Sheshakedherheadyes.

Ilookedformywinterjerseyintheboot

andIgaveittoher.Iwentbacktomy



seatandstartedthecar.

Her:"Ntando,Ithinkweshouldwaitfor

theraintopassfirst."

Me:"No,you'vesaidwe'reclosersoI

thinkIshouldspeedupbeforeyoucatch

acold."

Her:"I'm okayNtando,justpleasedon't

drive"

ShesaidthatwhileIspeedthecar.Ijust

couldn'twaittoarriveatthisvillage,I

wasalsotiredofdrivingIneededabath

andbed.Icouldseethegravelledroad

andTashiasaidthat'sthevillage.Itried

tobreakbutthecarwasrunningstilland

theroadwasslippery.Itriedagainbut

nodifference.



Tashia:"Ntandowhatsgoingon!"

Me:"Ican'tstopthecar"

Her:"Nonono,pleasetellmewhatI'm

thinkingisnottrue!!"

Iturnedthesteeringwheeltomeetthe

gravelbutthecarcontrolleditselfand

turnedaround.Iopenedthedoorand

jumpedout.JustwhenIwasaboutto

holdTashiathecarjustwentstraightto

someunfinishedhutandthecar

crashedinside.Themudblocksfell

ontopofthecar.

Me:"No!!!!!"

IshoutedasItookmyphoneoutifmy

pocket,IcalledOlwethu.

Olwethu:"HeyNtando"



Me:"Olwethu,don'tyouknowanynearest

hospitalinthisplace."

Olwethu:"Idon'tknowletmeaskandI'll

getbacktoyou,whereareyouandwhy

doyouneedanambulance?"

Me:"HurryupOlwethuplease"

Irantothehutandtriedtakingofthe

mudbrickswhilescreamingTashia's

namebutshewasn'tresponding.After

sometimeOlwethucalled

Me:"Youfoundone?"

Olwethu:"Yes,butit'sfortheRoyalties

only"

Me:"Fuckthat,tellthem there'san

emergency,sendthem myLocation,I'll

sendittoyou.Hurryup"



Olwethu:"Oksendthelocationfirst!!"

Idroppedthecallandsentthelocation.I

carriedontakingoffthebricks.

Afterawhile,theambulancearrivedand

theyhelpedwiththebricksuntilthecar

appeared.WetookTashiaoutofthecar

andIhoppedonthebackofthe

ambulancewithTashiatothehospital.

Wegottothehospitalandsomedoctor

toldmetostayback.

Me:"Wtf,I'm thedoctorhere,youcan'ttell

mewhattodo"

Doc:"Yesyou'readoctoratyourown

hospital,butthisismyhospital"

Me:"Youknowwhatdoctor,ifyoucould

justshutthehellupandborrowmethe



tools,everythingcodberunning

smoothly.Isaidtakingoffhiwhitecoat

andenteringtheemergencyward.

***************

Nomthandazo

***************

Makingthegrandentranceisthebest

thingever.Walkingontheredcarpet

andeveryoneislookingatyou.Itfeltlike

therewespotlightshereandeveryone

wastakingsnapsatme.Ihadahuge

smilelookingatmytoes.Suddenly,

Siphesihle'shanddisturbedmefrom my

daydreaming.Wewerenowstanding



infrontoftheKinghimself.Heyguys

notethis"Him".haha.

King:"Siphesihle,Siphesihlemychild!"

ShegotupandheadedSiphesihle'sway.

Sis:"Pleasedon'tmyKing"

King:"I'm yourMotherSiphesihle"

Me:"Aren'tyouafatherperhaps?"

Everybodylookedatme.

Me:"Sorry"

King:"Nomthandazo"

Me:"TheKingHIMself"

Ishoutedthepart"Him".

King:"Ineverknewyouwerethis

forward"



Me:"You'reusualtotheinnocentface

andactions"

King:"Afterallyouweren'tinnocent"

Me:"Yourdaughterturnedmetobethe

personIam today"

King:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Me:"I'm heretomaketherainfall,

becauseIcanseethelandisdrylikeit's

notrainforyearsorevendecades."

King:"Sowhathaveyougottomakerain

fall"

Me:"Powers,powersthatyoucouldnever

steal."

King:"Ineverthoughtyouyouwere

dump."



Me:"MyKing,pleaseletitrain!"

King:"Solittlegirl,whatcanyoudoto

makeitrain"

Me:"IhavemymouthMyFather!!"

OneElder:"Makeitrain"

Me:"Haoldman,youtookthatserious?"

Elder:"Makeitrainoryouwillfacea

punishment!"

Me:"Youcan'texpectacommonerto

makeitrain"

Elder:"YoungLady!"

Me:"Uhh,letitrain!"

Isaidthatinalowvoice,morelike

defeatedvoice.Suddenly,therain

startedfallingdownlikethetearsofa



lostchild.

Me:"Huh!!Imadeitrain!!Imadeitrain

bitch!"

King:"Arrestthecommoner,Ibannedher

firstandshereturnedwithevilness.Only

theRoyalpeoplecouldmakeitrain.

Arresther!!"

Elder:"YoungLady,what'syourbusiness

onthispalaceyounggirl"

Me:"I'vecometoseekanswerstothis

bitch!!"

Mom:"Nomtha!!"

Me:"NoMom,thisbitcharrangedthe

villagerstochasemeoutofthis

village,shewantedmetobedeadwith

somethingIdidn'tdo.Doyouknowthe



painIwentthroughinthisPalace,the

painIsufferedbecauseofthiswicked

ruthlessbitch!!"

King:"Guards!!Throwthischildoutof

here!"

Me:"YouthinkI'm scaredofyou?Itwas

graceformetorespectyouinthefirst

place,becauseIalwayswantedto

strangleyoutodeaththefirsttimeIlay

myeyesonyou."

Isaidthatrunningtoherchairand

strangledher.SiphesihleandmyMom

triedtofreemefrom her.

King:"Thisgirlneedstobepunishedfor

touchingtheKing!!"

Me:"You'renoKingtome!You'rejust



someworthlesswoman.I'm even

ashamedofcallingyouawoman.You

mistreatedme,youmademetosuffer.I

almostdiedbecauseofyou.IfAndile

didn'tfindme,Iwouldbedeadbynow

youwickedselfishbitch."

Theguardscameinrushing.

Guard:"Littlelady,you'rearrestedof

attemptedmurderofourKing!"

Me:"Youdaretouchme,I'llcutofallyour

dicks!"

Guard:"Isthatsupposedtomakeus

scared?"

Me:"Ipromiseyou,Idon'tmakeempty

threats!"

King:"Beather!"



Ireceivedasmackonmybackwitha

hardthingIdon'tknowtoo.Iscreamed

sohard.

Me:"No!!!!!!!!"

Myscream turnintomorelikearoar.It

thenbecamesowindy.Thedoorswere

open,thewindowswereopenandthe

placewascoveredwithdust.Ishutmy

eyesandallIsawwasAndileandthe

whitebone.Butnowitwasblack.A

voicespoke.

"Thereisnotmuchtimeleft.Hurry!

Hurry!"

Thentheword"hurry"startedreplaying

inmymindanditgotmoreloud.I

shoutedstop!!!Everythingwentbackto



normalandIwasstandingaloneinthe

centreoftheroom.

Me:"Joinallyourforces,callyour

ancestorsandpleadforprotectionand

gatherallyourwitchdoctorstoprotect

yourchild.BecauseI'm comingforboth

ofyou!"

IsaidtotheQueenasshewas

astonished.

Me:"Let'sgoMom"

Wegottomycarandeverythingoutside

wasnormal.Idrovebacktothehotel

andtherewasnoonehere.

Me:"Where'severyone?"

Siphesihle:"LetmecallFix!"



Me:"I'llcheckOlwethu!"

Itookmyphoneandcalledher.She

answeredonthefirstring.

Her:"Nomtha,hurryup!"

Me:"What'swrong?"

Her:"Tashhasbeenadmittedtothe

hospitalandherconditionisvery

critical!"

Me:"What!!Where?"

Olwethu:"Idon'tknowthenamebutit's

fortheRoyaltiesorsomething."

Me:"Where'sNtandoluhle!"

Her:"Ntandoisattendingtoher!"

Me:"He'streatingher?"

Olwethu:"Sortof!"



Me:"Okaywe'recomingrightnow"

Idroppedthecall.

Mom:"What'swrong?"

Me:"Tashhasbeenadmittedto

hospital!"

Siphesihle:"Let'shurrythen."

Me:"OhGodpleasedon'tletherdie!!"

Atearescapedmyeye.Shecan'tleave

me.Shecan't!!

Chapter6
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Iarrivedatthehospitalandtheywere

talkingwithNtando.

Me:"What'sgoingon?"



Ntando:"It'sverycriticalandtheother

doctorsinthishospitalarenotmakingit

easyforme."

Me:"Why"

Ntando:"Theywanttotakecontrolin

everything."

Me:"That'smadness,I'm goingintoo"

Olwethu:"You'renotworkinghere

remember?"

Ntando:"Idon'tgiveafuckaboutthat"

Olwethu:"Ntando,whyareyouobsessed

aboutTashia"

Ntando:"Iputherinthatpositionsheis

rightnow"

OlwethuchuckledasmeandNtando



rushedtoTashia'sward.

WhenIgotthere,thereweremany

doctorsandnurses.

Me:"What'sgoingonhere"

Doctor:"We'reinthemiddleofan

emergencypleasegetout!"

Me:"Ithinkwe'regonnatakeitfrom

here"

Doctor:"Thisismyhospitalyou'renot

goingtotellmewhattodo"

Me:"Pleasesir,letustryourstrategy"

Doctor:"You'retalkingrubbish,getoutor

I'm throwingthispieceofrubbishoutof

thishospitaltoo,it'sforRoyaltiesnot

commoners,peacesoftrash"



Me:"IthinkI'm notcomfortablewithyour

insultsSir"

Doctor:"Getthefuckoutofhere,thisis

myhospitalandIcalltheshots'

Me:"DoIlooklikeIcare?"

Doctor:"Ineedtoinform theQueen

aboutthis"

Me:"Goahead,callthatbitch!"

Heheadedoutandhischicken's

followedhim.Ilockedthedoorand

everythingweneededwashere.We

startedwithourjob.

Afteranhourorsoweweredone.She

looksmuchbetterandherheartbeatis



stableeverythingisfine.

Me:"Brother!Wedidit!"

Itookalookathim andhewascrying.

Me:"Who?Ntando?Crying?Something

mustbeup,what'sgoingon?"

Ntando:"IalmostkilledherNomtha,I

didn'tlistentoher."

Me:"It'sokaybrother,she'sokaynow!"

Ntando:"Thatdoesn'tchangeanything

still,shecouldhavedied!"

Me:"Yesshecouldhavediedifshewas

treatedbythosedoctors"

Ntando:"But..."

Me:"NoNtandocomeon"

Iwenttogivehim ahug.



Me::"Don'tworry,Tashlovesyouso

muchandI'm sureshe'llforgiveher"

Ntando:"Whotalkedaboutlovehere,I

didn'tsayIloveher,Iwastalkingabout

theaccident"

Me:"Ntando!Ididn'tsayanythingabout

youlovingher,Iwasjusttalkingabout

her,thatshelovesyouandshewill

forgiveyou,oryouwanttosay

somethingelse?"

Ntando:"Hey,don'tmesswithme."

Ilaughed.

Me:"Let'sgo"

Theminutewewalkedout,therewere

manyjournalistsandpolicewaiting

outside.



Me:"What'sgoingonhere"

Journalist:"MissNgwenya,isittruethat

thisisnotyourhospitalandyouforced

yourwayhere?"

Me:"Yes,thisisnotmyhospitalbutI

didn'tforcemywayhere,Iaskedthe

doctorforustotryourownstrategybut

hejustinsultedus."

Journalist:"Isittruethatyoualso

insultedtheQue...ImeantheKing?"

Me:"Yes"

Journalist:"Whydidyou?"

Me:"BecauseIfeltlikeit"

Journalist:"Aren'tyouscaredofthe

consequences?"



Me:"Whichare?"

Journalist:"Beingarrested?"

Me:"For?"

Police:"Forforcingyourwayinpremises

inwhichyoudon'townanddon'twork

for"

Me:"Nonsense"

Ntando:"Anyfurtherquestions?"

Me:"I'm notgonnalistentojournalist,im

off"

Journalist:"MrNgwenya,wouldyoulike

toanswersomeofthequestions"

Ntando:"Ihavetogo"

Olwethu:"Howisshe?"

Me:"She'sfine,everythingisfine"



Fix:"Nomtha,Kursahasbeentryingto

callyou."

Me:"Ow,I'llcallhim"

Fix:"Didyoutellhim whereyouare?"

Me:"YesIdid"

Fix:"Letmegiveyouahint,he'snot

happyatall"

Me:"I'lltalktohim"

Tiller:"Let'sgo"

Me:"Ineedabath!"

Olwethu:"WhenisTashsupposetobe

discharged?"

Me:"Whenshewakesup!"

Olwethu:"Let'scheckonhertomorrow

then"



Tiller:"Ntando,aren'tyoucomingbro?"

Ntando:"No,youcanleaveme,I'llfollow

uptomorrow"

Me:"I'llcatchyouinthecar!"

Theymadetheirwayout.Isatnextto

Ntando.

Me:"Spititoutbrother"

Him:"Spitwhatout?"

Me:"Youknow,sometimesithelpsto

talk"

Him:"I'drathertalktowallsthanpeople"

Me:"Ohh,soyou'rehidingthingsfrom

yoursisternow?"

Him:"Thisisbetterstoredinmyheart

thantobeexposed"



Me:"Youlikeherright?"

Him:"Who?"

Me:"Tashia?"

Him:"Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalking

about?"

Me:"Youdon't?"

Him:"Idon'tloveher"

Me:"Whosaidanythingaboutlove?"

Him:"Youasked?"

Me:"Ifyoulikeher,notloveher?"

Him:"That'salmostthesamething!"

Me:"Thenwhyareyousittinghere?"

Him:"BecauseIcausedallthis!"

Me:"There'smoretoit!"



Him:"Whatareyoutryingtosay?"

Me:"I'm justsayingthere'smoretothe'i

causedallofthis'statement."

Him:"Youalwayshavequestions,whoy

won'tyoushutup,andstopjumpingto

conclusions!"

Me:"Andthoseconclusionare?"

Him:"Ithinkyouneedtogo"

Me:"I'm hereformyfriend,notforyou

remember"

Him:"Thenleavemealone"

Me:"Ididn'tknowlovecoulddriveyouto

this."

Him:"StayoutofmybusinessNomtha"

Me:"Asalways,I'llstayoutofyour



business,andI'llwaitforyoutocome

withyourbusinessandI'llmeddle"

Hesuckshisteeths.

Me:"Byebhuti(brother)"

Iwalkedoutofthehospitalgiggling.My

brotherisinlove.Geez!!

Igottothecarandwedrivehome.I

tookmyphoneandIgottonsof

Messagesandmissedcallsfrom

Kursando.SeriouslyI'm deadnow,he's

gonnakillme!.Waitwhatam Ieven

thinking?Im....Idon'tknowifI'm what?

Ireadoneofthemessages.

"Sohowam Isupposedtoknowwhere

youare?Justtellmedammit!



Next!

"Soyou'reenjoyingthis,youdon'teven

bothertomessagenorcallmeback?"

Next!

"Ifyouwantmetoleaveyoualone,tell

me,Iwill."

Ihavegotnotimeforthis.Kursandojust

wanttomakesomethingsmall,abig

deal.

Me:"Tiller,where'sSiphesihleandmy

Mom?"

Tiller:"Theysaidtheyneededtorush

somewhere!"

Me:"You'resure,you'retellingmethe

truth?"



Tiller:"WhywouldIlie?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Olwethu:"Haveyounoticedsomething

withNtando?"

Me:"Yes,he'sinlove"

Olwethu:"I'm happyforhim"

Me:"Don'tbe,becausehe'sindenial.He

doesn'twannaadmithisloveforher"

Olwethu:"Iswearhe'llgocrazy.What's

wrongwithmans,hidingsomethingeven

ifit'sclear?"

Me:"Theyareapieceofrubbish"

Olwethu:"Whataboutapieceoftrash?"

Me:"Theycomplicatesituations"

Olwethu:"Theyactliketheyknowbetter



thanus"

Fix:"Heyladiesdon'ttalklikewe'renot

here!"

Tiller:"Theyaretotallydissingus,and

theyarenotevenhidingit!"

Wejustlaughed.

Wegottothehotelandjustwenttotake

ashower,lotionedandworemyonesie

pyjamas.Itookmyphoneandcalled

Kursa!

Him:"Hey"

Me:"Heybabe,howhaveyoubeen

doing?"

Him:"Whenareyoucomingback,Imiss



you!"

Me:"TherearesomethingsIneedto

sortoutfirst"

Kursa:"Somethinglikewhat?Haveyou

seenthenewspapers,talkingaboutyou

beingaherodoctortoapatientand

insultingaQueen?Whyyoudidn'ttell

meyou'regoingonajobvacationthan

justvanish?"

Me:"I'm notonavacation,andIalso

wokeuponthisplace?"

Kursa:"Soyou'vegotmagicsnow?"

Me:"No,Mom flewmehere"

Kursa:"I'vegotnotimeforthis,clearly

you'renotplanningoncominghome

anytimesooner,bye"



Me:"Babe,Kursawait!"

Hejustdroppedthecallonme!Hemust

bereallyupsetaboutthis.

Iwalkedtotheloungeandorderedthe

room service.Isatdownandscrolledon

myphone.iheardaknockandIwentto

open.ItwastheKingwithmyMom and

Siphesihle.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

King:"I'vecometomakepeacewith

you?"

Me:"Whatcanyoupossiblybedoto

makepiecewithme?"

King:"It'swhatIcouldpossiblysay?"

Me:"Whatcanyoupossiblysay?"



King:"Iwanttospeakthetruth"

Me:"Whattruth?"

King:"Thetruthofhowthingsturnedlike

this?"

Me:"Ialreadyknow,getout!"

King:"PleaseNomthandazo,pleasedon't

gotomydaughter,pleasedealwithme!"

Me:"Why?"

King:"YoucantakethisKingdom but

pleasedon'ttakemydaughter'sone,I

willgotoherandyouwillneverseeme

hereagain!"

Me:"Idon'twantthisKingdom,it'sthe

Kingdom thatneedsme!Andit'smy

brother'sKingdom okay?Andforthat



matter,mydestinyisinyourdaughters

Kingdom andIwillfightforit!Iwillmake

yourlivesalivinghell!Youwillcursethe

dayyouwereborn!Youwillwishfor

ancestorstohavemercyonyou!You

willprayfortimereverse!Youwillpoo

onyourselvesbitches!!Getout"

Hewascrying,andIenjoyedit!

King:"I'm sorryNomthandazo"

Me:"It'ssoearlyforapologies,getout!"

Ipushedheroutandlockedthedoor.

Bitch!!!

Youradminisabitchright!!!
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IwassittingnexttoTashia'sbedinher

ward.Shewassleepingpeacefully,with

allthemachinesdisturbinghersilence.I

heldherhandandbrushedit.Iwasso

hopingsheatleastmovesherhandor

finger.

Me:"HeyTashia,it'smeNtando.I'm

probablythelastpersonyouwanna

see,norspeakto!IknowI'm thereason

you'reinthishospitalbed.Iknowsorry

won'tcutupforitbutI'm sorry.I'm truly

sorry.I'm sorryfornotlisteningto

you,I'm sorryforthinkingIknow



everything.Youknowwhat,it'struewhen

theysay,yourealiseyoulovesomething

onceyouloseit.I'm justgladthatIdidn't

loseyou.Thissituationmademerealise

howmuchIloveyou.Itmademerealise

howmuchIcaredaboutyou.I'vebeena

jerkandignoredtheloveinfrontofme.I

realisenowthatIbrokeyourheartmany

whenIalwaysrejectedyou.Ijust

thoughtyouwereobsessedwithmeand

Iusedthattomyadvantage.Theway

youwereallovermegotmethinking

thateverygirlseesmethewayyousee

me.Ialwaysshowoffwhenyouwere

aroundandaroundacrowdofgirls

becauseIwantedtomakeyoujealous.

Eventhough,Ididn'tunderstandwhyyou



wereallovermewhileyouweredating

mynigga.ButIloveyouTash,yeahI've

saidit.IloveyoubroandI'm sorryfor

beingajerk.I'm crazyinlovewithyou

andeveryminuteIseeyouinthisroom

ripsmeapart.Iwishyoucouldjust

squeezemyfingeratleastjustformeto

knowthatyou'relistening.Maybethat

willbetheeasiestwayformeto

confessmyfeelingstoyouhey.So

pleasewakeupsowecangohome

okay?"

Ithenfeltsomethingsqueezingmy

hand.Shewassqueezingit,likeshe,she

,movedherhand.

Me:"Tashia!You'reawake,nurse!!Nurse!!

Babyyou'reawake."



Nurse:"What'swrongMrNgwenya"

Me:"Bringthedischargepapersquickly!"

SheopenedhereyesnowandIwentto

sitherproperly.

Me:"Areyoucomfortable?Doyouwant

water?OhhletmecallNomthasoshe

cancomeandfetchus!"

Her:"Whyareyousoworkedup!"

HervoicewasfaintbutIstillcouldhear

her.

Me:"Youneedtogethomesoyoucan

rest!"

Her:"I'm fine"

Me:"No,I'llrathermakesuremyself

you'refine."



Thenursecamewiththedischarge

papersandIsignedthem.Itookmy

phoneandcalledNomtha.

Her:"I'm sleeping"

Me:"Heysis,comequicklyatthe

hospital!"

Her:"Tashdied?"

Me:"That'stheworstthoughtsistakeit

back"

Her:"Sheagreedonbeingyour

girlfriend?"

Me:"ComeonNomtha"l

Me:"Fuckyou!!FuckyouNtando,I'm

sleeping"

Me:"Whoaawhoaawhat'supwiththe



cursingwords!Areyouokay?Is

everythingokayathome?"

Her:"WhatdoyouwantNtando?"

Me:"Ohhyeah,pleasecometofetchme

andTashia?"

Her:"Why?"

Me:"She'sbeendischarged!"

Her:"Byyouright?"

Me:"Thatdoesn'tmatter,she'sawake!"

Her:"ButIdon'tgetinatanything,butI'll

doitformyfriend"

Me:"Ex-friendboo!"

Her:"Fuckyou!"

Me:"Stopcursinglittlebitch!OrI'llkill

you"



Her:"Youtooyou'recursing"

Me:"I'm wayolderthanyouandcursing

doesn'tsuityou!"

Her:"Bye!"

Me:"Hurry"

Her:"Mxxm"

Me:"That'sgoodforyou,suckingteeths

isforyou"

ShedroppedthecallandIwentbackto

Tashia.

.

.

.

.



***************

Nomthandazo

***************
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TheQueenwalkedawayandIclosedthe

door.WhenIturnedback,Ireceivedone

hellahotofaslapfrom mymother!

Me:"Ma!"

Isaidholdingmyrightcheekandshe

againslappedmeonmyleftcheekandI

holdbothmycheeksnow.



Me:"Ma!"

Mom:"Whothehelltaughtyoutocurse?"

Me:"Whatyou'retalkingaboutMom?"

Mom:"What'supwithallthisbitch

nonsenseofyours?"

Me:"IwasjustinsultingtheQueen"

Mom:"That'swhereyouwerewrong

again?DidItaughtyoutoinsultadults?"

Me:"ButMashedeservesit,shedoe-"

Mom:"ShutupNomtha,ifIeverhearyou

insulttheKingagain,youwillseewhat

I'm madeoff,youwillalsowishthe

ancestorshavemercyonyou"

Me:"ButMo-"

Mom:"I'm goingtosleep"



Shewalkedovertothebedroom.These

idiotswerelookingatmelikeI'm on

somekindofajokeshow.

Me:"What'supwithyouguys?"

Tiller:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Fix:"Whatwereyouactuallythinking?"

Olwethu:"What'sgottenintoyou?"

Me:"Nothing,why?"

Olwethu:"What'supwiththesecursing

words?"

Me:"Theyarenothing"

Fix:"Oneadvice,leavethem becausethey

don'tsuityou"

Me:"Ouch!"

Tiller:"Gobacktoyouroldselfbecause



it'smorenaturalandaffective"

Me:"Butyouguysalwayssaidmylifeis

boringIshouldlivealittleandallthat's

stuff"

Tiller:"Becausewewantedyoutonot

stopwithyourboringlifebutnowyou're

overdosingit"

Me:"I'm sohurt!"

Tiller:"I'm goinginthebedroom"

Olwethu:"I'm alsogoing"

Me:"Ahh,youtwo?".

Olwethu:"Hey!That'sfriendandhere's

mybabey-"

Wejustlaughedather.
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MorningcameandIwasinashower,I



gotout,lotionedandworemyblack

trackpantswritten"I'm future"inwhite

onbothsideswithawhiteshortsleeved

top.Itiedmyhairandappliedalipgloss

onmylips.Iwalkedtotheloungeand

scrolledonmyphone.Olwethuwalked

in.

Olwethu:"Morning"

Me:"Morning"

Olwethu:"Aren'tyougoingtothe

hospital?"

Me:"Forwho?"

Olwethu:"Tashremember?"

Me:"Ow,theyarrivedtodayat2am but

theybookedanotherroom,sincethis

oneisfull"



Olwethu:"Justthetwoofthem?"

Me:"Yeah,justthetwoofthem oryou

wantedtojointhem?"

Olwethu:"No,it'sjustthatI'm feeling

sorryforthepoorgirl,Ntandoisgonna

fuckhim upallnight"

Me:"I'llhavetokillhim then"

Olwethu:"ButIreallythinkyouownthat

girlanyapology"

Me:"Yeahright"

Olwethu:"You'resuchadogyouknow

that?"

Me:"Hey,letmegoandseeherbefore

youinsultmemore!"

Iwalkedoutandheadedtotheirroom.I



knockedandthedoorwasattendedby

Ntando.

Me:"Hey!"

Ntando:"Sis"

Me:"MoveIwannagetin"

Ipushedhim asideandgotin.Tashia

wassittingintheloungescrollingonher

phone.She'sonInstagram,lookingfor

fashionandbadcommentsonher

famousinstaenemiesforsure.

Me:"Heyfriend!"

Shejustlookedatme,thenbackohher

phone.

Me:"Howareyoufeelingtoday?Ohflip

it'sstillthesamedayIasked,sohoware



youfeelingthishour?"

Tash:"...."

Ntando:"Idon'tthinkshe'sreadytotalk,

it'llbebetterifwegivehersometime"

Me:"WhodoyouthinkyouareNtando?

Justgiveussomespaceplease!"

Ntando:"Forwhat?"

Me:"Getout!"

Ntando:"WhoaokokI'm going"

HewentoutandIwasleftwithTashia.

Me:"Mybestofthebestfriends,I'm sorry

friend.I'm sorrythatIdidn'tgiveyou

muchattentiononmybirthdayday,I

knowouralbum hasaunfilledspaceso

Iwouldlikeifwefilleditup.AndI'm



sorryIneglectedyouforOlwethu.It's

justthatontheothersideIwasdealing

withthisAndileissueandontheother

sideIdidn'trealiseIwaslosingyou.I

loveyousomuchfriendandI'm so

afraidoflosingyou.Pleaseforgiveme

I'm beggingfriend.Icanevengoonmy

kneesforyoubabeplease!"

Isaidkneelinginfrontofher.

Tashia:"Heyyousucker!Getup!"

Me:"Finally,shetalks!"

Tashia:"Icanstillgobackonmysilent

treatment"

Me:"Soyouwereplayingmeallthistime

!!?"

Tash:"Iwasn'tplayingyou,Iwasdead



serious,Ihadalreadywashedmyhands

withtheNgwenyafamily."

Me:"Ohhgosh,Ialmostranoutoftime"

Tash:"YouknowIhatethatIloveyou,

becauseIwassostartingtogetover

you"

Me:"Thathurtsyouknow,butyourlove

formesavedme.Iloveyoutoofriend!"

Iattemptedtohugherbutshestopped

me.

Tash:"Hey,mybodyhurtsjeez!"

Me:"Ow!!I'm sorryjeez!"

Welaughed.

Tash:"Butthanksforsavingmylife

friend,Ireallyappreciateit."



Me{giggling}:"Ohhmybrothercouldn't

waittogivehimselfacreditforsaving

yourlife"

Tash:"No,hedidn'ttellme.It'sallover

thesocialmedia"

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanit's...."

Tash:"'TheNgwenyadoctorssavea

ladyfrom atragetichorrificaccidentin

justonehour.Noonehadhopeforher

buttheperformedamiracle'image"

Me:"Ncooathat'scute!"

Tash:"Andthat'swhatIcallaselfcredit"

Me:"I'm justcomplimentingdon'tpush

it!"

Tash:"Andthisfoolishbrotherofyours



wantstodateme!"

Me:"Iknow,he'scrazyinlovewithyou.

Heneverleftthehospitaleversinceyou

wereadmitted!"

Tash:"Youwouldn'tbelievethetailhe

toldmethetimeIwokeup!"

Me:"I'm curious"

Tashi:"Heconfessedhisloveforme"

Me:"Noway!"

Tash:"Yesway,hesaidallthosesexy

picsandallthoseshowoffhedidwas

formetonotice!"

Me:"Andyoufellforthem!"

Tash:"Bitch!Haveyoueverseenhis

bodybro,it'sso,hot!!It'scraviliciouse



bro!"

Me:"Craviliciouse?Really?You'vejust

comeupwithaword!"

Tash:"Anywayitfits!"

Me:"ButTash,I'm notabitch,youknow

howmuchIhatebeingcalledone!"

Tash:"Sorryfriend"

Me:"So,whatwereyoubusywith?"

Tash:"Onsocialmedia,scrollingthrough

fashionandthenthebitchesfake

asses!"

Toldyah!

Me:"Won'tyouevergettiredofstalking

them,Imean,theydon'tevenknowyouor

careaboutyouforthatmatter!Okaylet



mesee"

Shepassedmeherphone.

Me:"GeezTash,youevenfollowedher!"

Tash:"BecauseIwanttobeupdated!"

Me:"Actually,you'reherfan!"

Tash:"Who?What?Never!Lookatwhat

shedid!Shelikedmypicture,andthen

commentedshit!"

Me:"Whatdidshesay?"

Tash:"Lookforyourself!"

Icheckedherprofileandwenttoher

latestpost!

Me:"Nicebutputmoreeffortbitch!"

Tash:"Howcanshesaythat?"



Me:"Atleastshecomplimented"

Tash:"Complimented?Doyoucallthata

compliment?Nice?Nice?Jeezshemust

growup!!Maybeshehasfoundher

equalbutshewantstomakemelook

downonmyself,yeah!"

Me:"You'rereallydepressingyourself

withthesethings,Imeanhaveyouever

lookedathowexpensiveherclothes

are?"

Tash:"It'snotherownmoney,she'susing

herparent'smoney"

Me:"Stillthesamethough,youcan't

affordtobeatherlevel,don'tfake

yourselffriend."

Tash:"Isowishmyfatherpaidmethat



much,youknowhowheisaboutmoney"

Me:"YouknowIlovetakingyououtfor

shoppingbutIwon'thelpyoubecause

youwanttobesomeoneelse!"

Tash:"Pleasefriend,oklooksatthiscrop

topfrom aboutiquethat'ssituatedat

Mexico!"

Me:"Whataboutit!"

Tash:"Iwanttobethefirstonetobuyit

withitsmatchingtrackpaintsandthe

heeltekki"

Me:"Tash!Thesethingsintotalcost

abouthalfamillion!"

Tash:"Haadon'texaggerate!"

Me:"Thoughitstillscostafortune!"



Tash:"IjustwishIcouldbethe

president'sdaughter!"

Me:"Askhim tofosteryouthen!

Tash:"Fuckoff!"

Ilaughedathergrumpyface.

Me:"Thanksforforgivingme!"

Tash:"Ididn'tsayIforgiveyouIjust

talkedwithyou"

Me:"Isoloveyou"

Tash:"Comehere!"

Sheopenedherarmsforahugandwe

hugged.

Tash:"OhhIloveyouNomthandazo"

Me:"Didn'tyousayyourbodyhurts?"



Tash:"Ahhgetoffme"

Me:"You'resuchabrilliantliar!"

Tash:"Whatever,butthatwouldn'tstop

mefrom huggingmybestfriend"

Me:"Youroneandonlyright?"

Tash:"Myeverything"

Me:"I'm neverlettingyougoagain,I

promise"
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Youwouldn'tnoticehowfastdayspass

buttheyactuallypassfasterthanyou.

Today,I'vedecidedtogotopayKhithara

alittlevisityouknow.It'sbeensomany

yearsnow.Everythingissettled,we're

readytogo.TheKinghasbeenpleading

withustonotgotherebecausethat

wouldruinKithara.Actually,Idon'tcare

aboutherorKithara.Idon'tcareabout

howtheyfeel.I'm tiredofbeing



emotionalaboutanything.Ohthebest

newsisthat,thingsareofficiallycoming

togetherhere.It'sbeenfinalisedthat

NtandowillbetakingoverasKingbut

he'ssoagainstit.Hesayshedoesn't

wantanythingtodowiththronesorany

Royalaffairs.We'vefoundatraditional

seerfortheRoyalhouse.TheKingisout

ofthewayandwe'veappeasedtothe

ancestors,andwe'refinallywelcomedto

thefamily.Butasyouallknowmy

destinyisnotsethere.Igottagetwhat's

mine.

Ican'treallyinterpretmyrelationship

withKursa,it'sjusttoocomplicated.I

triedexplainingthesituationtohim but

he'stoodeaftolisten.SoIjustletthings



be.Andthecrazinessgoingbetweenmy

brotherandmybestfriend.Ican'treally

putitintowords!Butmybrotherisreally

intoher.

Okay,weweredonefortheroad.

Mom:"You'reready?"

Me:"Morethanready!"

IwassittingwithTashatthebackand

Mom wassittinginthefrontwith

Olwethu.Ntandowasinanothercarwith

FixandTiller.

Ontheway,myeyesweresetoutofthe

windowandmemoriesfloodbackandI

rememberedeverythingthathappened

onthisroad.Irememberitlikeit



happenedyesterday.Thevillagers

chasingme,beatingmeuplikeI'm

somesortofananimal,whilemyfeet

hurtsomuch.Istillrememberthestone

beingthrownonmyhead.Theonethat

knockedmedown.Allthosememories

weregushinginmymind.Ididn'teven

realisethatIwascrying.Truly,I'vebeen

throughalotinmylife.Ishutmyeyes

andcriedevenlouderontheinside.

IwaswokenupbyTashia:"We'vearrived

babe!"

Me:"Really?"

Isaidwipingmyeyesandlooking

outside.Reallywehavearrived.It'sbeen

yearsawayfrom thisplace.Itooka

sweetoutofmysmallbagandchewed



it.Wegotoutanddamnwewereinfront

ofthecastle.

Me:"Wasitnecessaryforustocome

herestraight?Can'twejustlookfora

placefortheday?"

Mom:"Youalwaystendtorunawayfrom

yourenemies."

Tash:"It'snowornever"

Me:"Yeah!"

Wewalkedoutandwalkedtothegate

wherewewerewelcomedbyguards.

Guard:"Whoareyou?"

Me:"I'm thepresident'sdaughter,these

aremyfollowers!"

Tash:"I'm hersister!"



Guard:"Oh"

Wewereletinandwemetotherinside.

Guard:"Whoareyou?"

Me:"Thepresident'sdaughter"

Guard:"Oh,doestheQueenknowabout

yourvisit?"

Me:"It'sasurprise,wewereattending

universitytogether,sheknowsme!"

Guard:"Ihopethesearenotjournalist?"

Me:"Ofcoursenot"

Guard:"Thepalacebusinessstartsinthe

palaceandendhere"

Me:"Ohcomeon,oryouwantmeto

scream andcallmyfriendandlether

knowyou'reharrassingmewith



questions?"

Guard:"Getin!"

Me:"Thanks!"

Wewalkedintothefronthouse.I'm

surethedevilissittingintheloungewith

manymaidesnexttoher.Waitwait,I

saidmaids?

Me:"I'vegotaplanguys"

Mom:"Whatplan?"

Olwethu:"For?"

Me:"Soguys,Kitharadoesn'tknow

you,butsheknowsTiller,Olwethuand

Fix.Sotheywillstayhere,outside.Mom,

SiphesihleandNtandowillgoin.You'll

pretendtobepeoplelookingfor



business.IneedtogotoAndilefirstand

gethim outofthefieldbecauseif

Kitharacouldknowim inthe

building,shewillfortunatelyorder

someonetolockhim up."

Tiller:"Thefieldisontheothersideof

thehouse,howareyougoingtoget

past?"

Me:"Don'tworryaboutthat.AndTash

baby,sheknowsyoutoo"

Tash:"SoI'llstayoutsidetoo?Sheonly

sawmeoncethough!OhhGodI'dlove

toseetheaction.IjustwishIcould

strikethefirstslap!"

Me:"Hahahahaveryfunny,therewillbe

noslapshere.Youknow,I'm notadrama



person."

Tash:"See,that'swhereIfitin.Iwould

slapthewitchforyou"

Me:"No,nofightingTash,andlet'sgeton

ourplanorIwon'tstoparguingwith

Tashia."

Ntando:"SureBoss!"

Me:"Don'toverdoitNtando,andbe

careful,she'llbeoveryou,she'llundress

youwithhereyes"

Tash:"Thefuck!!!I'llkickherballsthen!"

Olwethu:"Really??"

Me:"Myfriend!You're....."

Wejustlaughed!

Me:"I'm gone."



Iwenttosomemaid,andMom gotin

withSiphesihleandNtando!Tashstayed

outsidewithTillerandFixwithOlwethu.

Me:"Hey"

Maid:"CanIhelpyouMam?"

Me:"Ineedahugefavourfrom you!"

Maid:"WhatcanIdoMam?"

Me:"Where'syourrestroom?"

Maid:"I'm headingtoitMam"

Wewalkedtothemaid'sroom.

Me:"Don'tyouhaveaspareuniform?"

Maid:"Thereis"

Me:"Ineedit,pleaseborrowme."

Shetookitoutandhandittome.I



dressedandcoveredmyhead.

Me:"I'llwalkinwithyou"

Wewalkedoutandheadedtothehouse.

Wewalkedpasttheloungewhere

KitharawaswithNtandoonly.Idon't

knowwhereMom was,buthey,asI've

saidit.Kitharawasalloverhim,

brushinghischestandseducinghim.

Kithara:"Maid!!"

SheshoutedandlookedatoursideI

wasafraidthatshewouldnoticeme.

Luckily,themaidIwaswithattendedher

andIwentpasttothepalaceside.There

weremanyguardsnow.Iwalkedtothe

fieldsidewhereAndilecouldprobably

bein.Seriously,I'm nottoosureifI'm



readytoseehim aftersomanyyears!

I'm afraidofwhatwouldhesay.What

I'm afraidmoreofisthat,Istilllovehim.I

lovehim somuchandmebeingwith

him meansmyrelationshipwith

Kursandoisover.ItmeansIshouldjust

cancelthewedding.Iwenttothegate

anywayandthereweretwoguards

blockingtheway.

Me:"Iwastoldtocomeandfetchthe

gardener!"

Guard:"Why?TheQueeninstructedus

nottoletanyonenearhim"

Me:"Haven'tyouseentheguestthatare

hereforhim?"

Guard:"Nowehaven'tseenthem,would



youbesokindtoshowus?"

Theylaughed.DammitIhavetofinda

quickplanforthis!Ilookedaroundand

luckilyIsawmymothermakingacall.

Me:"Lookthen,there'syourproofokay?"

Guard:"Getincutey!!"

Me:"Yuck!"

IwalkedinandAndilewassofaraway.I

couldseehim buthewasfacedthe

otherway.Hewassothin,verythinguys

thatmyheartcracked!Ifeltlikecrying

ontheothersidemyheartwasracing

withmymind!OntheothersideIfelt

likescreamingsoloud.Idon'tknowhow

toexplainthewayI'm feeling.Ijustshut

myeyesouthardandstartedto



daydream aboutmeandAndileuntilI

ranintoaholeandIscreamed,notso

hardthough!ThenextthingIsawwas

Andilepullingmeoutoftheholebuthe

hadn'trecogniseme.

Andlile:"Areyouokaysister?"

HesaidwhileIbrushedmyuniform.His

voicehitmysoulthattearsfellwithout

menoticing.Hesawthem.

Andile:"Wereyouhurt,pleasedon'tcry?"

Hesaidtakingmyhand.Hestuckedfor

amomentandlookedinthesky!

Andile:"Nomtha"

Myteardroppedinhishand.Helifted

myfacewithhishandandIlookedat

him.



Me/Andile:"Baby!"
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Me/Andile:"Baby!"

Welookedateachother'seyesforsome



timeandhiseyesweretoosharponme

soIbroketheeyecontact.

Me:"I'm sorry"

Andile:"It'syou"

Myeyeswerewonderingaround,Ijust

couldn'tlookathim intheeye.

Me:"WehavetogoAndile"

Andile:"AreyouworkingforKithara?"

Me:"No,illexplaineverythinglateronbut

weneedtogonow!"

Hedroppeddownhistoolsandcame

withme.Okaynow,I'm stuckIdon't

knowwhattodo.

Me:"Don'tyouknowanotherexitinthis

place?"



Andile:"Youcangoahead,I'llmeetyou

outside"

Me:"Pleasebesafe"

Andile:"Iwill,thanks!"

Iwalkedinandtookalongdeepbreath

out!Ihopehemakesitoutwithout

beingseenbyguards!Iwalkedinand

foundKitharaallovermybrothersbody.

Sheevenunbottonedhisshirtbutton.

Suchadisgrace.Istoodnexttothem

andlookedather.Justalookather

causessomuchpain.Ithurts,somuch.

Kithara:"Maidcanyouexcuseus?"

Ijuststoodthereandwaitedforherto

turnandfaceme.Shefinallyturnedand

oureyesmet.



Kithara:"Bitch!Whatareyoudoinghere?

Inmymaid'suniform?"

Me:"Iwasjustconcernedonwhatyou

weredoingwithmybrother?"

Kithara:"Yourwhat!!?"

Ntando:"Tashia!!"

Shecamerunninglikesheexpectedto

becalled!

Kithara:"Yourfriend?Whatisshedoing

here?Whatareyoudo-guards!!"

Tashia:"You'rescaredbitch!screaming

likeaheadlesschicken!"

AhotslaplandedonKithara'sface!

Me:"Tashia!!Thatwasreallynot

necessary"



Tashia:"MybloodisboilingNomtha,I

can'tcontrolmyselfoverthisbitch!"

Kithara:"Youhaveaguttoslapyour

Queen?'

Tashia:"Queenmyfoot!Stophidingin

yourfakecrown,comefightme!I'llshow

youwhoyoureallyare!"

Kithara:"Guards!!"

Tashiawenttoherandgaveheranother

slap,whenshewasabouttoslapher

again,aguardstoppedher.

Ntando:"Theregoesmygirl!"

Kithara:"Arresther!"

Me:"Youcan't!"

Kithara:"Whynot?AreyoutheQueen?



Dotheydanceatyourtune?Infacttake

them all!"

Voice:"Leavethem alone!"

WeturnedtolookatAndile,whowas

outsidebuthisfacewasinside.It'slike

hewasscaredtogetin!

Kithara:"Youuselessman?Wholetyou

out?"

Andile:"Areyougoingtolistenatyour

KingorQueen.Ihavespo-"

Justthen,bloodstarteddrippingoutof

hismouth.Hestuckedasifhewas

runningoutofbreath.Hethenfelldown

onhisstomach.

Me:"What!!"



Ithenrantohim,butIwasstoppedby

Kithara'smotherwhomadethegrand

entrance,holdingaknifewithblood,

Andile'sblood.

King:"Youhavecrossedthelinetoo

muchthistime!Ibeggedyou,tonot

comehere,butwhatdidyoudo?You

tookmycrownawayfrom me!Youtook

mydignityandmyreputationand

tarnishedit!Youembarrassedme

infrontofthevillage."

Me:"Youhaven'tseennothingyet!That

wasnothing!Doyouhaveanyideaof

whatIwentthrough?Whatyouputme

through!I'llmakesureyourdeathis

slowlyandpainfully."

Icouldn'tcontrolmyself,Iwascryingso



hard,butthepersonIwasworriedabout

wasAndile.Ididn'tcareiftheKing

stabbedmeornot!Irantohim.Itook

outmyphoneandattemptedtocallthe

ambulance!

King:"Givemethatphone!"

Me:"Iwanttocalltheambulance"

King:"DoyouthinkIdon'tknowthat,give

methephoneorI'llstabyoutoo.

Me:"I'llratherdiethanwatchthemanI

lovedie!"

Icalledtheambulance.

Me:"Wehaveanemergencyatthe

palacepl-"

Ifeltsomethingsharpandwarm inmy



back.Idroppeddownmyphoneand

heardsomeonescream "No!!"butthe

voicewasfading.Thepainwas

unbearable.Ithurtsomuch.Mybody

wasbecomingweakandmyeyeswere

becomingblurry.Itotallywentoff.

.

.

.

.
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Me:"No!!!"

IscreamedasIlookedatNomthawhile

shewaslosingherbreath!Thisain't

supposetobehappening.JustasIwas

abouttoruntoher.Thisbitchpointed

theknifeonme.Ipausedforaminute

andshewasdown.Tillergotinholdinga

brick.TheKing'sheadhadblood.The



ambulancearrivedandtheytookAndile

withNomtha.

Me:"Leavethisone,evenifshediesI

don'tcare!"

Paramedic:"ButMam,sheha-"

Me:"Idon'tcare!JustgoandIwillfollow

withthefamilyok!?"

Theywentaway!andKitharawasstill

shockedaboutwhathappened.

Me:"Youaregoingtotakecareofyour

mother.Nomaidwilldothatforyou.

Youwilldoit.Nowgetonwithit!"

Kithara:"Howdareyouorderme

around!?"

Me:"Mybestfriend,isonherwaytoa



hospital,becauseofyou!Becauseof

yourevilmother!Youwillpayforthis."

IsawmyselfontopofherandNtando

waspullingmeawayfrom her.

Me:"LeavemealoneNtando!Leaveme

alone!!"

SiphesihlegotinwithNomtha'sMom

from thebackdoor.

N.Mom:"What'sgoingonhere?"

Siphesihle:"There'sbloodonthe

floor,Whathappened?Where's

Nomtha?"

Ntando:"Shewasstabbedonherback

andisadmittedtohospitalwithAndile"

Siphesihle:"What!!?"



Nomtha'sMom justcollapsed,butluckily

Siphesihlecaughther.

Siphesihle:"Aunty!!Auntywake

up,Aunty!!"

Ntando:"Letmecallanambulance!"

IlookedbacktokickKithara,butI

couldn'tfindher.Whereisshe?

Me:"WhereisKithara?"

Ntando:"Hermotherisnothereeither"

Me:"Thisiswitchcraft!"

Chapter11
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It'stwomonthsafterguysand

everythingisbacktonormal,wellalmost

normal.We'vefoundthetwowitches

andtheyhavebeenlockedup.Xhakais

backonair,haha,wellguysmostofthe

thingsinourlivesareturning.Westill



hasn'tfoundAndile'sMotherthough.

Thetwowitchesdon'twannatalk.So

today,it'stheirlastchancetospeakup

thetruth.Ontheotherhand,Andileis

backonhisthroneandsettingupa

divorce.Wehaven'tgottentimetospeak

properly,wealwaysplayhideandseek

from each.I'm justnotreadytofacehim,

nortalktohim aboutpersonalissueson

theside.I'm notready.

Wewereonourwaytomeetthetwo

witches,withallthefamilymembersand

alsotheelders.Thetwowomanare

confessingtodayandfacingtheir

judgement.It'stimeIhearthetruth,from

them.Maybethatwilleasethepainand



sufferingIfacedfrom alltheseyears.

Wewereseatedandtheywerebrought

totheroom chained.

Tash:"You'reokay?"

Me:"It'snoworneverbabe"

TashiawasonmyrightsideandNtando

wasonmyleftside.

Mom:"Bereadyforwhateveryou're

goingtohear"

Me:"Isitthatbad?"

Mom:"Justbestrongmychild,we'llget

throughthis"

Andile:"Asafamily"

Me:"Right?"

Elder:"Let'snotmakethisanylonger,is



thereanyoneofyouwhowantstogo

first?"

KitharaandherMom justwentquiet.

Theylookedsomiserable.Itrulyfeelfor

them butthisisnotimeforemotions.

Elder:"okIthinkit'llbeeasyifwejust

haveaconversationforall,justtalk

aboutthepast,howanyonegrewup.

Anythingtogettheballrunning."

Everyonejustwentquiet.

Mom:"Okay,I'llstart"

Elder:"ThankyouMam"

Mom:"Well,IwasaPrincessone

day,from theMthompelaKingdom.As

youknowthatitpassedfrom

generationstoothers,Iwasarrangeda



marriagewiththePrinceoftheSikhanya

Kingdom.Yeshehadaloverwhich

happenstobeKithara'smotherandthey

alsohadachildbeforemarriage,and

thatwasSiphesihle.Allthefairytailsare

thesame,sowhywouldminebethe

different?IwasI'lltreatedbutinfrontof

theelders,Iusedtopretendlike

everythingisokay.Justafterwegot

married,hemarriedKithara'smother.A

yearlater,theeldersexpectedachild.

From mefirst,butKithara'sMotherwas

angryaboutthat.Shewasangryabout

thefactthatmychildrenwillbetheone

totakeoverthethrone.Shetriedbyall

meanstomakesurethatIcan'tgive

birthbutwhatIcansayisthat,the



ancestorswerewatchingoverme

becauseIbecamepregnantwith

Ntandoluhle.Theelderscherished

Ntandoandintroducedhim tothevillage

thatheisthefutureKing.Shegotvery

frustratedthatsheeventriedtokillme

andmychild,butjustasI'vesaid.The

ancestorswerereallywithme.Years

passedandshewasreallybecoming

strongerontheplanstoterminateme

andmychildoutofherhusband'slife

andhishusbandwasstartingtoloveme

thatwewereexpectinganotherbaby.

Anditwasagirl.Butshealsowas

expectingKithara.Herhusbandstarted

focusingmoreontomesinceitwasthe

secondbirthandheexpectedason



again.ButIhopedtheotherwiseand

Godansweredmyprayers.Itwas

Nomthandazo.Therecomeadaywhen

Kithara'sMotherwasonanotherlevelof

herschemes.Shereallyplannedit

carefullytokillNtando.ButIcouldn'tlet

thathappen.IescapedwithNtandoand

Siphesihlebecauseshedidn'tlikeher

motherabitandshewaslikemyown

daughter.ButIleftmyprincesstohis

father.Ithoughthewouldtreather

betterthanIcould."

Tashia:"Sothewitchisacommoner?

Toomuch!"

Ntando:"Tashia!"

Tash:"Sorry"



Elder:"Aswehaveheardabitofthe

adventure.Candice,wouldyoumind

tellinguswhathappenedbacktothe

villageaftertheyescaped"

Kithara'smotherclearedherthroat.I

hopeshespeakssomesense.

Candice:"Aftertheyescaped,itfeltlike

theroyalhousewasmyplayground.I

hadenoughtimetoplotallmyplans.

ButIneededtomakesurethatNomtha

dissapearsfrom theRoyalhouse.I

vowedtomakeNomtha'slifealiving

hell!"

Thatstrokemeasashock.Ididn'tknow

howIwasfeelingbutIwasallsweaty.

Myhandsweresweatyalsomyhead.



Candice:"Ipayedoffaguardtoraiseher

andhisownchild.Iusedtosendthem

moneytotakecareofthemselves.Ialso

senthertoschool.That'stheonlygood

thingIdidforherlife.Butshespoiled

herfreeticketandexcelledinschool.

Shewasthetalkofthetownandthat

reallygotintomynerves.BecauseIonly

wantedthebestforKithara.Istopped

sendingthem moneysothatshe

couldn'tpaythefees.Wellmyplan

workedforoneweekandtheyother,she

wasbackinschoolbecauseher

teachersvolunteeredtohelpherwith

thefeesjustbecauseshe'sanAstudent.

TherenothingIcouldhavedoneabout

that.Sotheywereoffthehook,untilthe



guardcametotheRoyalhouseand

threatenedmetotellNomthaabouther

realidentitybutthatdrivemetothe

edgeofkillinghim.AfterhisdeathI

bewitchedmyhusband.Ijustwanted

him tonotdoubtanythingIdoormarry

anotherwife,andhewasalsolooking

forNothandoandherkids.Hewasn't

givingmeanyattention.SometimesI

usedtoinviteKithara'sfatherinthe

palaceandmydumphusbandwould

thinkhe'sintobusinessbutwechowed

eachotheratnight.Yes,Kithara'sreal

fatherisnottheKing.Icheated.After

theguarddied,amonthlater,Nomtha

cametoaskforajobinthePalace.I

didn'twantanythingtodowithher,I



wantedtothrowheroutatthesame

momentbuttheeldersletherin.She

explainedhersituationsoemotionally

andtheeldershiredher.Iwasfurious

withthatbecausethereasonIsoldher

totheguard,Ididn'twantherdirtyface

inthePalace.

Monthspassedbyandshewas

behaving,butIdidshakeherlifeabit.I

alwaystreatedherbadly.There'sthis

timeIwasimpregnatedbyKithara's

father.Theeldersthoughtitwasmy

husband'schild.Iwassoclosewith

Kitharawehadthatmotherand

daughterrelationship.Iwasalso

startingtoteachmyfastestwaysof

solvingmyproblems.ThemostthingI



likedisthatshewasafastlearnerand

dedicatedtomyteachings.ThedayI

gavebirthIwastolditwasaboy.That

ruinedeverything.Theboywasgoingto

becrownedKingonedayandIwasafter

thethronetoo.IwantedtobeKing.And

ontheotherhand,thekidwasgoingto

beintroducedtotheancestorsandtruth

couldcomeout.Thatwasmyworstfear

soIhadtothinkofaplantogetridof

theboy.Forthenight,ImadeNomtha

responsiblefortheboy.Ichoseheras

theguardianoftheboy.Youknow,it's

nicetokilltwobirdswithonestone.

Thatwasmyplan.Atmidnight,Ipoured

awhitepowderintotheboy'smouthand

noseandhesneezed.Ithenwenttomy



bedroom andletthepowderdoitsjob.

Inthemorning,everyonewaspreparing

fortheintroductionoftheboyandIwas

relaxedtothecore"

Tearsstartedfloatingoutofmyeyes.All

thosemomentsgushedinmymind.I

wasscared.IheldTashiasocloseand

madesureIdon'tlethergo.

Tashia:"It'sokayfriend,everythingis

goingtobeokay"

Candice:"Nomthawassummonedinthe

ancestorshousetobringthechild.She

camecryingandshewasamess.The

eldersaskedwhatwaswrongandshe

saidthechildisnotbreathing.The

elderstookthechildandchecked.The

eldershoutedthatthePrinceisdead!



That'swhenIgotupandbeatthehell

outofher.Ithrewallmyangeronher

andIbeathermercilesslyuntilthe

guardsstoppedme.Ithenordered

everyoneinthethroneroom.Isentout

twoguardstogatherthevillagemen

intothepalace.IthenjudgedNomtha

forkillingthePrince.Ibannedherfrom

thevillageandtobeescortedbythe

villagersandtobebeatenup.Ipayed

someothermentomakesuretheykill

her.Isentheroffandshestarted

beggingformercyandthatshedidn'tdo

anything.Shewascryingandscreaming

don'tknowingwhattodo.Thatwasthe

firsttimeinmywholelifeseeing

someonecryingblood.Hereyeshad



bloodredveins.Herwhitefacewasred!

Offshewentwiththevillagers.Andthey

werebeatinghersohard!"
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Elder:"Mydaughter,Iknowthismustbe

thehardestthingforyou,butweneed

yoursideofthestory.Takeyourtime

andtelluswhenyou'reready.Youcan

justtellusalittlesothestorycould

matchwiththenextperson."

Itookadeepbreathoutandsatstill.

Me:"Igotchasedbythevillagersand

somemanthrewmeinthecarand

drovemetosomeforestwherethey

beatenmetodeath.Theyleftmealone

sobbing,Ihadnomoretearsinme.The

onlythingIcoulddowastosobthepain

Ifelt.Itwasunbearable,itwassopainful.

Ijustdidn'twishanyonemylifecause

thispartistheworst.Noonedeserved

mypain.Iforgaveanyoneforwhatthey



didtomebecausetheydidn'tknowthe

truth.IforgaveKithara'smothertoo

becauseIdoexpectanyonetodo

anythingcrazy.Layinginthegrass

sobbinginpainandhearinghorsesrun

aroundwasthelastthingIremembered

untilflashwentoff.Iwokeupinalittle

room fitforoneperson.That'showI

metAndile.HereallyhelpedmeoutbutI

couldn'tstaywithhim.Ididn'twanttobe

aburdentohim.Hedidtellmetostaya

bitlonger,yeshewasn'tgonnasayifI'm

invadingsoIjustthoughtIhavetoleave.

Ialsodidn'tknowwheretogobutIhad

to.ImetSiphesihlethereandshe

offeredmeaplacetostay.ImetTashia

andshewasveryfriendlytome.Itwas



thefirsttimetogetafriendandIdidn't

knowhowit'slike.Butsheteachedme

everything.IagainmetAndile.Hewas

differentthistime.Westartedhanging

outtogether.Wefinallydated.

EverythingwasfineuntilImetKithara.

ShedidntlikemeabitandIwasafraid

thatshewasgoingtotellhermother

thatI'm stillaliveandtheywould

probablyplantofinishmeoff.Iwasso

scared.Westartedhavingproblems

withAndilebecausehewasexpectedto

marryaPrincessandIwasacommoner.

IfellpregnantwithAndile'schild.

Everythingtherehappenedsofast.I

brokeupwithAndile,Tashialeftforhis

fatherandIwasallalone.Ididn'twant



anythingtodowithAndile,Ihatedhim

withoutadoubt.Imethisfriend,Iforgot

hisname.Idatedwithhim.Hewasona

mission.Heplayedme.Healways

shoutedatmetoterminatemybaby.He

workedwithKitharaandthere'sthis

day,Iwaswithhim inmyplaceand

KitharacamealsoAndile.Andilejust

wentcrazyandbeatuphisfriend.I

didn'tknowtheywerefriends.Wethen

gotbacktogetherwithAndileandthen

there'sthisdayIwenttohishouse.His

motherdidn'tlikemeabit.Shefavoured

Kithara.Igotintoanargumentwith

KitharaandIgotstabbed.Mybabydied.

Myfirstbabydied!!!Iwasstartingto

growbondbutGodtookmybaby!!"



Ishoutedsohardcrying!Losingababy

isn'tachild'splay.Itdamagedme.

Tashia:"It'sokayit'sokay.Cryallyou

wantuntilthepainisbetterokay?"

Ijustletitallout.

Elder:"Well,Idon'tthinkNomthawillbe

abletocarryonwiththestory,Kithara

theballisonyourcourt."

Kithara:"I'm nostorytellersoI'm just

goingtosaywhatIknow.NomthaIhate

you,IhateyouwithallIhaveandIdon't

feelforyou.

Me:"WhathaveIeverdonetoyouto

deservesuchhatredfrom you?"

Kithara:"Youalwaysgetbetterthings

thanme.Youwerethevillage'sfavourite



brightkidandIwassupposedtosmile

andcongratulateyou.Well,Ikilledyour

firstchild.AndIalsokilledyoursecond

bastardchild!!"

Ifoundmyselfontopofherbeatingthe

helloutofher.ItwasthefirsttimeIever

beatensomeonelikethis.Iwas

controlledbyanger!Everyonepulledme

overandIjustlookedather.

Me:"Youkilledmychildrenandyoudon't

evenshowremorseforwhatyoudid.

You'rebothenjoyingthis"

Olwethu:"Let'ssitdownNomtha"

AndilebroughtmewaterandIwentto

sitdown.Idrankedandtookadeep

breathinandout.



Elder:"Mychild,we'veheardyourcries

andtheancestorshaveheardyourcries.

Thepunishmentliesinyourhands!"

Me:"Iwantthem tosufferbeforethey

die.Idon'tcarehowthathappensbutI

wantthem tosuffer."

Andile:"Ialreadyhaveasolutiontothat

problem."

Twoguardscameholdingtwobuckets

filledwithdirtywater.

Andile:"Youseethismixturehere,it'sthe

mixtureofallthethingsyouusedto

bewitchpeople.You'regonnadrink

it,andfinishit.I'llbewatchingyou

throughyourmiserabledeath"

Kithara:"Whydon'tyoujustkillus?"



Me:"Youdon'tdeserveaninstant

death,youdeserveaslowandpainful

one.Youdeservepain!"

Kithara:"Okay,carryon.Killus.ButAndile,

knowthatyourcompanyisdyingwith

me.IfIdie,Idiewithallthepossessions

Ihave."

Andile:"Ohbabygirl,that'swhereyou're

wrong.What'sminewasyoursand

what'syourswasmineremember?"

Kithara:"Ihateyou!"

Andile:"Nowdrinkupandstarttellingme

wheremymotheris?"

Candice:"She'sdyingwithus"

Andile:"YoubetterstartdrinkingbeforeI

getangryandohhboy,thingswillgetout



ofhand"

Kithara:"Iguessyouhavetoforcemeto

drinkbecauseIwon'tdothat."

Andile:"Well,justasyou'retiredup.Ican

doitmyway,andmywayisthemost

painfulway."

Hesaidashekneeledinfrontofherand

tookoutthebiggestinjection.

Andile:"Youseethisinjection,itwillopen

manyporesinyourskinbecauseallof

thisneedstomixtureneedstofitinto

yourskin."

Hesaidwhileinjectingherthefirsttime.

Andile:"Therearehighpossibilitiesthat

theneedlecouldbreakinsideyourbody

becauseI'm notgoingtobethiscool.



I'm gonnaberoughatit."

Kithara:"OkayokayI'lldrink"

Andile:"Goodgirl"

Sheandhermothergulpeddownuntil

theyfinished"

Andile:"There,done.No-"

Me:"Nowenjoyyourmiserablepainto

hell"

Istormedouttomyroom andjustthrew

myselfontopofmybed.Icried.Icried

soloudthatIevenpassedout.

Iwaswokenupbysomeoneshakingme.

IgotupandIwasastonishedtosee

Andile.Myheartstartedracingandmy



handsweresweaty.

Andile:"It'sfine,I'm notheretohurtyou"

Me:"Idon'twannatalkAndile"

Andile:"I'lljustlookatyouthen"

Me:"Iwannabealone"

Andile:"Let'sbeonethen,soyoucanbe

alone"

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Andile:"Iwannaknowhowyou'redoing?"

Me:"What?Really?You'reheretoaskme

that?Pleasegetout!"

Andile:"Nomthapl-"

Me:"Howam IsupposetofeelAndile

huh?BeingliedonsinceIwashours

born.Mywholelifehasbeenlie.Myown



motherdesertedmetoherenemy.Iwas

raisedbysomeonewhoIthoughtwas

myfather.Ilostmychildren,twoofthem.

Ineverevengotachancetomeetthem.

I'm themostdamagedpersoninthis

wholeentireworld.Ifsomeonewasthe

onelivingthelifeIlived.Thatperson

couldhavekilledherself.I'm hurt!The

painI'm feelingnowisworsethanthe

painIfeltbackthem.I'm broken.My

heartandmysoularelikeaglassthat

wassmasheddown.I'm hurt.!"

Andile'sinnervoice:"Ijustwenttohug

her,andlethercryinmyarmsbecause

shebelongshere.Inmyarms"


