


ZANELE

PROLOGUE

InthecityOfJohannesburg...

Shelaughedwithhergrandmotherandmother

whilehavingdinnerintheir3bedroomedhouse.

EachofthemhadaroomwithZanele'snexttothe

kitchen...

Thembeka:wowmygirlthisisthebestchickeni

haveeverhadyou

Zanele:areyouforrealmom?

Thembeka:yes.Whatdoyouthinkma?

Nomathemba:isecondyoumychild.Mybaby

outdidherselftoday

Zanele:ohwelltheniwilltakethecredit(checked



herphone)

Thembeka:youkeepcheckingyourphoneareyou

expectingsomeone?

Zanele:nonodon'tworryaboutthatmother.Imjust

checkingonwhatmyfriendsareuptotoday

Thembeka:ohok.Sowhatareyourplansmygirl

youaregraduatingnextweekend

Zanele:ohimsoexcitedmomtrustme

Nomathemba:ihavealittlesomethingplannedfor

youmygirl

Zanele:ohreallynowgrams?

Nomathemba:ohyesmybaby.Youaremylittlego

getterandgogettersgetthebest

Zanele:awwthankyougrannyireallyappreciate

that

Nomathemba:butalwaysrememberwhatitaught

youright?

Zanele:ohdefinitelygranny."Onceyousetyour

mindonsomethinggoforit"



Thembeka:holdontothosewordsmybaby.Ilived

bythoseexactwordsthat'swhyimwhereiam

today.

Zanele:andtrustmeimgoingtodobetter(they

smiled)

Thembeka:sosinceyougotgoodgradeswhatdoes

yourbosssayabouthiringyoupermanently?

Zanele:(checkedherphoneagain)wellhesaidhe

willtalktomeiguessonMonday

Thembeka:ok.Thatlogisticscompanyisa

successfulcompanyiwanttoseeyouatthetop

oneday

Zanele:(smiled)youdefinitelywillmom

Nomathemba:afterallmybabyisahardworker

isn'tit?

Zanele:youknowmetoowellgranny

Theylaughedassheclearedthetableandwentto

bathwhilehermotherandgrandmothercontinued

theirchat.



AttheJola's...

Dumisani:uphi'uBongani?(Where'sBongani)

Nomayeza:uphumenabanganibakheforfuntata

Dumisani:nothisboyneedstostopoverdoingithe

forgetsthathe'snotentirelyok?

Nomayeza:awutatakhau'myekemtwan'abantu

(comeonloveleavethechildalone)he'sdoingvery

wellactually.Ihopeyouknowit'shisgraduation

tomorrowfinallyourboywillofficiallybean

InformationTechnologydegreeholder

Dumisani:iwishhedidbusinessmanagementbut

heyitiswhatitis

Nomayeza:itwashischoiceTataletitgo

Dumisani:ihavemamaihave(theychuckled)

Nomayeza:imgoingtobedareyoucoming?

Dumisani:ijustwanttowatchthisgame.Shouldi

bringyouwaterforyourpills?



Nomayeza:yespleasetataiwouldreallyappreciate

that

Dumisani:justgetcomfortableinbedimright

behindyou

Shesmiledgoingupandassoonassheclosedthe

doorhewenttothekitchenandpouredheraglass.

Hereachedinthepocketofhispantsandtookout

twocapsulesoftablets.Heopenedthemand

emptiedthepowdersinthewaterstirringit.Hethen

tookthewatertoherasshetookherhypertension

pillsandgotinsideherbed...

Nomayeza:don'tstayuptoolateoktata

Dumisani:yesmamaiwon't.Iloveyouok?

Nomayeza:metootata

Hesmiledleavingherandwentbackdown.He

checkedthetimeandwentbackup10minuteslater

wherehefoundhiswifefastasleep...



Dumisani:(smiled)goodgirl.(Clearedhisthroat)

honey?Mylove?(Shookher)mamavukagaloku

(wakeupnow)

Heshookherbutshewasdeepinhersleep.The

sleepingpillsreallyworked.Hereachedinhis

closettofindtrackpantstowearandat-shirt.He

putonhisexpensivecologneandwatchtakinghis

walletandcarkeys.Hecheckedifhisdaughters

wereasleepandtheyweredeepasleepaswellas

hesmiledmakinghiswaydown,gotinhiscarand

droveoff...

Dumisani:iwillbeinyourstreetin30

HesentthetextandcalledthesecurityguysatJola

Truckingcompanybuildingwhileinherhouse

Zanelesmiledreadingthetextfixinghermakeup...



Zanele:timetogocollectwhat'syoursmylove.

Shesaidputtingonherfishnetsandthenher9inch

pencilstilettosandthenflippedher24inchreal

humanhairweaveputtingonherexpensive

perfume.Shefixedherlashesandmadesureher

redlipstickwasintactandthenpulleddownher

blackdressalittlecheckingherselfoutinthe

mirror...

Zanele:won'tyoulookatthat.Mogurlgotthebody

fordays

Shechuckledtakingherhandbagandcheckedher

poppingcleavageforthelasttimecomingoutof

herroom.Shesmiledlookingathermotherand

grandmotherdeadasleeponthecouchesasshe

tookfleeceblanketsfromtheirroomsandcovered

them...



Zanele:okkumkanikazizamsizodibanangomso,

ndisayoku'lwelamanje(okmyqueensiwillseeyou

tomorrow,imgoingtofightfory'allnow)

Shechuckledgoingoutandlockedthedoorthen

threwherguminhermouth.Shesatontheveranda

for10minutesasawhiteGD6parkedtwohouses

awayfromtheirs.Shesmiledsendingatext

messageandgotinthecarasDumisanidroveoff.

Ataclub...

Bonganiandhisfriendtoastedwiththeshotsthey

orderedanddownedthemshoutinginexcitement...

Mandla:soguysnextweekwewillofficallybe

degreeholders

Sbu:averyrockyjourneyitwasguys

Mandla:iknowright



Bongani:butfinallyguysnomoreprojectsstress

andshit

Sbu:that'swhatimhappyabout

Mandla:projectsarebetterguysnomoretution

feesstress(theylaughed)

Bongani:yohyohdudethatonewasjustanother

stressofitsown

Sbu:atleastyouaresortedyouknowyourfather

willhireyou

Bongani:imrelocatingtoLondonihavebeen

offeredajobthereandmyflightisactuallyonthe

samedayofthegraduationbutatnight

Both:what!?

Bongani:yepyourboyisgoinginternationalnow

Mandla:whenwereyougoingtotellus?

Bongani:ijustdid.That'swhyiinvitedyouguysout.

Theofferlettercameintodayandiaccepted

Sbu:wowbruhgoodforyou

Mandla:imjusthappywewillbehavingthegirlsto



ourselves(theylaughed)

Bongani:yousuchawhoreMandla(theylaughed)

Mandla:anywayscheerstoyoubuddy

Bongani:cheersguys.Youguyswillvisiteverynow

andthen

Both:ofcourse(theylaughed)

Sbu:waiter,anotherroundofshotspleaseourboy

hereisgoingtotheUS!

Theylaughedasthewaiterbroughttheirshots

enjoyingtheirFridaynight.

AtJolaTrucking...

Zaneleputonsomesoftmusicontheradioleaning

onDumisani'sface...

Dumisani:haveitoldyouhowbeautifulyoulook?



Zanele:alotoftimesdaddy

Dumisani:andiwantapieceofthat(grabbedher

waist)

Zanele:ohnonodaddynotafteryousignour

agreement

Dumisani:afocusedyoungladyisee.

Zanele:(smiled)imagogetter

Dumisani:okthenmylove.Apenplease

Zanele:irealisedtherewassomethingwrongwith

thecontractyoudrewsoifixedtheerrors

Dumisani:ohwhatwasit?

Zanele:nothingmajorjustspellingerrorsdaddy

Dumisani:ohok

Shestoodbehindhimsmilingandsoftlymassaging

hisshoulderswhilehesighedoneverydottedline

ofeverypage...



Zanele:(smiled)gooddaddy

Dumisani:happynow?

Zanele:morethanhappydaddy

Dumisani:nowcanigetmybiscuit?

Zanele:ofcoursedaddyfromnowonyouaregoing

togetitanytimeandanydayyouwant

Dumisani:ilovethesoundofthat

Zanele:butfirstletsgetthebloodrushingwitha

glassofsomefinewhiskey

Dumisani:yourwishismycommandbaby

Zanele:iloveitwhenyousaythat

Shesaidworkingherpetitefiguretohisstashand

tookoutabottlegivinghimherback.Sheturned

herheadtohimsmilingandwinked,lickingherlips

whiletakingasmallbottleoutofhercleavage.

Focusedonwhatshedidwithherfacehesaw

nothingasshechuckledemptyingeverythinginthe

bottleintohisdrink.Shesmiledsoftlyshakingit



andgaveittohimsittingonhislap...

Zanele:cheersdaddy

Dumisani:cheersmygirl(theyclickedtheirglasses

ashetookasip)niceonelove

Zanele:comenowdaddydrinkitall

Shesaidhelpinghimdownitwithasmileonher

faceashegroanedtotheburningtasteand

laughed...

Dumisani:youareonebad,badgirlyouknow,come

here

Zanele:OhdaddyJ

Sheseductivelysaidlooseninghistrackpantswhile

kissinghisneckasDumisanicoughed...



Zanele:isdaddyok?

Dumisani:yeahiguessishouldn'thavedownedit

Zanele:welliwillhelpyoupoppabear

Shesaidreachinginhispantsashesneezedblood

onthedeskwhileshejumpedoffhim...

Zanele:ohmyGoddaddy?

Dumisani:(coughing)what'sgoingonpleasehelp

me.Hel...

ThecoughworsenedasZanelegrabbedthephone...

Zanele:imcallingformedicalhelp.Daddyhangon

please

Dumisani:fastplease

Hefelloffthechaircoughingandstartedseizuring



withfoamcomingoutofhismouth.Zanelelooked

athimstrugglingtobreathuntilhestopped...

Medic:Medicalrescuehello?

Zanele:sorry,wrongnumber(shehungup)daddy?

Dums?(Shookhim)love?

Therewasnosignoflifeasshesmiledgoingtothe

doorandwhistled.Twowellbuiltmencameintothe

officewearingblueoveralls...

Zanele:Zozski,Bulldozerourworkstartsnowok.

Both:yesma'am

Zanele:takecareofthisstupidman'sbody.It's

predatorslikehimthatmakeyounggirlslikeusfeel

likewearenothing.Youknowwhattodo

Bulldozer:yesma'am

Zozski:andthecameras?



Zanele:don'tworryiwilltakecareofthat

Zozski:okma'am

Theycarriedhimoutandputhiminabodybagand

inthebackofavandrivingawayintothenight.

BackintheofficeZanelesmiledlookingaroundand

satontheCEOchairswingingit.Shetookthe

contractandputherlegsonthedesk...

Zanele:ohZaneleMsomi.Thenewanonymous

ownerofJolaLogistics.(Smiled)atonly21.Alotof

youragematescouldlearnalotfromyoumylove.

Theydon'tcallyou"Umcgwabi"(undertaker)for

nothing

Shelaughedfanningherselfwiththeagreement

andsighedgoingtothesurveillanceroom.
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AttheJola's...

Nombulelotookatrayoffoodtohermother's

bedroomwhereshefoundherlookingather

husband'spicture...

Nombulelo:morningma,here'syourfood.Ithought

youwouldjoinusforbreakfastbutiguessitwasa

farfetcheddream



Nomayeza:mygirltodaymarksthefifthyearsince

yourfatherdisappearedintothinairandwhenhe

disappearsheleavesuswithnothing

Nombulelo:mamaihavetoldyoutostopworrying

yourselfaboutsomeonewhoclearlynevercared

aboutus

Nomayeza:howcanyourfatherdothistous?

Nombulelo:howwilliknowmom?Andwhenhe

comesbackhebetternotthinkwearegoingto

allowhimbackintoourliveslikethat.Whatkindof

mandoeswhathedid?

Nomayeza:don'tbelikethat

Nombulelo:nomomheliterallytookaway

everythingthatweworkedhardforandtothinkthat

hewantedtoforceBonganianditostudycourses

thatwouldhaveusworkforthefamilycompany

thatnolongerexistsmakesmeevenmoresick

Nomayeza:hewantedtomakesurethelegacywas

protected

Nombulelo:whatlegacymom?Whatlegacyareyou



talkingabout?Thesamelegacyhegavepeoplewe

don'tknowandthenyousayweshouldcallhima

father?Notonmywatchitellyoumom.Ifitwasnot

formeworkinginthebankandBonganiworking

overseaswewouldbelivinginthedustystreetsof

Thembisa.

Nomayeza:mybabyiunderstandthatyouare

angrybut...

Nombulelo:butwhatma?Butwhat?Andimnot

angryimlividmamawhatyourhusbanddidisnot

human.Youdisappearinthemiddleofthenight,

sellyourcompanytoghostsandexpectyourwife

andkidstoliveoffwhat?TothinkthatNomvulais

stillastudentwhatdoesheexpectustopayher

tuitionwith?Nomanthisisjustbull

Nomayeza:don'tyoudaretalklikethataboutmy

husband

Nombulelo:whereishemom?Youneedtostart

livingyourlife,youneverknowmaybehe'senjoying

thebenefitsofsellingusoutwithanotherwomanin

anothercountrywhileyouareherecryingyoureyes



outonyourbedeverynight.Ishouldn'tfindyouin

thatbedwhenicomebackfromwork.Vula?

Nomvula:(fromherroom)almostdonesis

Nombulelo:bequickineedtogettoworkasearly

aspossible.Asforyoumamaixeshalokuphila

sel'fikilemanje(it'stimetomoveon)sozesi'mise

ubhomibethu(wearenotgoingtostopliving)fora

manwhodoesn'tgiveashitaboutus

Nomayeza:Nombulelo...

Sheclickedhertongueslammingthedoorofher

mother'sbedroomwhoclosedhereyesandsoftly

sighedshakingherhead.Sheputthetraydownon

thesideboardandsighedagain...

Nomayeza:Dumisaniwhereareyou?Howcanyou

dothistoustata?5yearsyonkeandnothingfrom

you?Ourkidsareangrybutallineedfromyouisto

comebackhomeandtelluswhyyoudidwhatyou

did.Pleasecomebackhome



Shesaidgettingoffbedwhileherdaughter'sdrove

out.

AtZanele'shouse...

Shewentintoherstudyinblackformalpants,a

matchingwaistcoatandwhiteshirtwithher

assistantfollowingher...

Lady:anythingyouwouldlikema'am

Zanele:nothingasofnowjustmakesurethecaris

readyforwhenifinishhere

Lady:okma'amnoted

Zanele:andohremindSamkelothatwehaveadate

thiseveningsoshebetternotforgetlikethelast

timeandmakesureyoustressthatisaidshemust

beontime

Lady:notedma'am



Zanelesmiledandsatonherlongchairfacingthe

otherwayasherassistantswitchedonherlaptop

andacceptedthezoomrequestthenwalkedout...

Man:wowwhenithoughtwearefinallygoingto

meettheownerofJolalogisticsandthenweare

facedmyachairfacingtheotherway

Zanele:(eatingherdriedfruits)goodmorningto

youtooMrZulu

Theyallwentsilentwonderingiftheywerehearing

whattheywere...

Zanele:andallofasuddenyouallgosilent?Yes

theownerofthiscompanyisawoman.Y'all

thoughtitwasgoingtobeagiantman?

Man:whenareyougoingtoshowyourface?

Zanele:whatdidtheyteachyouaboutbeing



anonymousatschool?(Theyallkeptquiet)exactly

andasforyouMrZuluimgoingtoneedyouto

respectthenameofthiscompany.Doyouseeany

Jolaboardsupintheair?

Zulu:no

Zanele:thenwhydoyouinsistoncallingitJola

trucking?What'sthenameofthecompanyZulu?

Zulu:LeeTrucking

Zanele:exactlysoyoubetterrespectitorelsewe

arenotgoingtogetalongverywell

Zulu:isthatathreat?

Zanele:idon'tmakethreats

Man:okibelievewehavegottenthatoutoftheway,

somissarewenotgoingtoatleastgetyourname?

Imeanit'slikeweareworkingwithaghost

Zanele:areyouinthisbusinesstomakemoneyor

toknoweveryone?

Man:obviouslyimheretomakemoneybutweall

deserve...



Zanele:nothing.Focusonthemainthingofwhy

youallinvestedinthiscompanytostartwith.

Man:howwillweknowwearesafe?

Zanele:howlonghasthiscompanybeenoutof

Jola'shands?

Man:5years

Zanele:haveyouhadanyhiccupsinthose5years?

Man:no

Zanele:insteadyouevengotapercentageincrease

right?

Man:(swallowed)yes

Zanele:andwhatdoesthatshow?

Man:growthandthatweareheadedintheright

direction

Zanele:andallthatmadepossiblebyan

anonymouswoman

Lady:iforoneamhappyabouteverythingithinkwe

shouldsticktothisarrangementafterallthere'sno

needtopersonallyknowoneanotheraslongthe



companyisdoinggoodwearegood

Zanele:thatiswhyihavealwayslovedyouCherel

youareonefocusedlady.Theworldneedswomen

likeus

Cherel:youcansaythatagain

Zulu:iwouldliketounderstandsomethingthough

Zanele:whatMrZulu?

Zulu:wehavenevergottenanexplanationofwhy

Jolatookthedecisionhetook,weallknewthatthis

companywasalegacyforhischildren

Zanele:(rolledhereyes)doyouseeanyofhis

childrenhere?

Zulu:nobutwealsodeserveanexplanation

Zanele:(frowned)Zuluwhydoesitseemlikeyou

andiaregoingtohaveaproblem?

Zulu:weallhavealotofquestionsourselvesmiss

anonymous.Itsbeenawhole5yearsandweare

meetingyounowsowedeservetoknowwhat

happenedandhowithappened



Cherel:speakforyourself

Man:yesplease

Zulu:areyouguysseriouslygoingtositbackand

watchusbeingexploitedlikethis?

Zanele:(scoffed)exploited?WowZuluifyouall

werebeingexploitednoneofyouwouldnolonger

beapartofthiscompanyandagainZului

understandverywellthatyouareaclosefriendto

DumisaniJolasoI'mnotreallysurprisedbywhat

youaretryingtodonow.Justforyourown

informationfriendshipsdon'tmeanyouwilltellone

anothereverythingsoMrZuluifyoudon'tmindi

wouldliketogettothemainreasonwhyicalled

thismeeting

Zulu:whatcanwedo,continue

Zanele:justbecauseimawomanyoubetternot

thinkyoucanwalkallovermehoweveryouwant.

TrustmeZuluyoudon'twantourrelationshipto

takeashotleft.Iworkharddayandnighttomake

surethatyourfamilylivesthekindoflifetheyare

livingandthisisthethanksiget?(Scoffed)talk



aboutbeinggrateful

Cherel:MrZuluifeellikeyouoweMissAnonan

apologyplease

Zanele:pleasecallmeLee

Man:iagreewithCherelyouoweMissLeean

apology

Zulu:imgratefulforeverythingbutiwantanswers

Zanele:canipleasegettowhyicalledthismeeting?

Man&Cherel:yesplease

Zanele:apartfromintroducingmyselftoyouallthe

otherreasonwhyicalledthismeetingwasbecause

iwantedtoletyouknowthatLeeTruckingisgoing

higherandhigherwehavesigneda25yearsdeal

with5morecountriestoofferourservicesto

Man:wowthisisamazing(theyapplauded)

Zanele:indeeditis.Doweknowwhatthismeans

now?

Cherel:wearenowprovidingourservicestothe

restofAfrica



Zanele:(smiled)yesmissCherelandifwekeep

doingwhatwehavebeendoingwithalltheother

countrieswewilldefinitelysignlifetimecontracts

withthesecountries

Man:wowsomoremoneyinourpockets

Zanele:ohyesbutwehavetounderstandonething,

wedon'tcondoneselfishnesssowhenwegohigh

wegohighwitheveryonethatmeanseveryone

workingforuswillbegettingaraise

Man:wonderfulnews(theyapplauded)

Zanele:thankyou.Anotherthingisthatwearenow

planningtogointernational.Theteamthatiwork

withisstillcomingupwithideasofhowwecan

achievethisandonceit'sdoneiwillbecomingto

youallwithafullyflashedproposal

Cherel:wewillbewaitingMissLee

Zanele:thankyousomuchforyourtimeladyand

gentlemeniwilldefinitelystartkeepingintouch

whoknowsonedaywewillbesittingtogether

havingcoffee



Zulu:imhonestlylookingforwardtothatday

Zanele:youallhaveagoodday

Man&Cherel:youtooLee

TheyhungupasZanelesighedandturnedclosing

herlaptop...

Zanele:Zuluyoureallyneedtotieyourshoesand

sitbackmaybeyoucanlearnathingortwofrom

Ma'Msomi.Zee?

Zino:yesmadam

Zanele:imgoingtocheckhowthingsaregoingat

thefuneralparlourok

Zino:ohok.Youneedadriver?

Zanele:noimgood.DidyoucallSammy?

Zino:yesma'am

Zanele:good.Ihaveanassignmentforyou

Zino:ok



Zanele:oneoftheshareholders,MrZuluineedyou

tostartlookingintohim

Zino:ohoknoproblem

Zanele:he'swaytoocheekyformylikingsothe

moreiknowabouthimthebetter

Zino:imonitma'am

Zanele:that'smygirl.Seeyoulaterheyandohi

won'tbearoundfordinnerasyouknowsoitwillbe

you,momandthehousehelpery'allwillseewhatto

eat

Zino:noproblem.I'llsortthatout

Shesmiledtakingherbagandphonesleaving.She

pressedthekeysofherblackandwhiteMcLaren

andgotinsidewhiletheguardsopenedthegatefor

her.

AttheJola's...



Nomayezatookherringingphoneandsmiled

seeingherson'snameonthescreen...

Nomayeza:ohsanalwam(myson)ihaven'theard

fromyouforthepast2dayswhy?

Bongani:that'sbecauseiwasonmywayhome

Nomayeza:(smiled)what!?

Bongani:haibomamavuligate(openthegate)

Nomayezascreamedoutofjoylookingforthey

keysandopenedforhimashisuberdroveinand

thedriverhelpedhimwithhisbags...

Bongani:molomama(goodmorningma)

Nomayeza:moloboyboyididn'texpecttoseeyou

sosoon

Bongani:wellhereareiammama,whereareyour

famoussconesiknowyouneverrunoutofthem



Nomayeza:youknowmetoowell

Hepaidtheuberasheleftwhiletheylaughedgoing

tothekitchen...

Nomayeza:youwantthemwithtea?

Bongani:Rooibospleasemayouknowthedrill

moss

Nomayeza:(boiledthewater)ohyes

Bongani:isLeloatwork?

Nomayeza:yes(sighed)andasusualwehada

fightthismorning

Bongani:letmeguess,wasitaboutdad?

Nomayeza:idon'tgetwhyyoursistercan't

understandthatyourfatherwasmysoulmate

Bongani:reallymom?Youaregoingtocallaperson

whocanneglectyouandyourchildrenasoulmate?

Comeon



Nomayeza:youkidsdon'twanttounderstandthis

butdespitewhathehasdonethisishishome

Bongani:notanymoremama,whohasbeentaking

careofthishouse?Leloandi.Whohasbeentaking

ofVula'sschoolfees?Leloandi.Whohasbeen

takingcareofyoumama?

Nomayeza:okokiunderstandbutsonhemadeyou

guys

Bongani:nomaweareourownpeopleandcanwe

stopuku'thethanga'lendondandiyacgelama

Nomayeza:(sighed)ijusthopeonedayyoukids

willhaveyourpartnersandunderstandwhatim

talkingaboutwhenisaymyhusbandwillalwaysbe

welcomeinmyhome.Anywaywhyareyouhome

thisearlyweknowyouonlycomeinDecember

Bongani:mycompanyisreadyforrunninghere

Nomayeza:what!?

Bongani:yesmaihavebeenworkingonmy

companywhileworkingoverseasandnowimback

torunit



Nomayeza:ohBoboimproudofyousoncomehere

Bongani:itoldyoutostopcallingmeBobomom

imtoooldforthatah

Nomayeza:whatever(theylaughedhugging)im

proudofyoumyson

Bongani:thankyousomuchma

Nomayeza:doesthismeanyouarebackforgood?

Bongani:yesmamaimbackhomeforgoodbuti

willkeepgoingbacktotheUSbecauseidecidedto

buytheapartmentilivedin

Nomayeza:wowthat'samazingatleastmychildren

willallbehomenow

Bongani:andmaybeyoucanforgetaboutthat

uselesshusbandofyours.Whoknowsmaybehe's

nowmarriedtoayoungerwomanwith4kidsnow

Nomayeza:stopbeingsillyandhaveyourtea

Shesmiledlookingathimwhileherolledhiseyes

shakinghisheadandateup.



AtLeeTrucking...

ZanelewhistledashimandBulldozermadewayto

theoffice...

Zanele:Zozski,Bulldozerourworkstartsnowok.

Both:yesma'am

Zanele:takecareofthisstupidman'sbody.It's

predatorslikehimthatmakeyounggirlslikeusfeel

likewearenothing.Youknowwhattodo

Bulldozer:yesma'am

Zozski:andthecameras?

Zanele:don'tworryiwilltakecareofthat

Zozski:okma'am

Theycarriedhimoutandputhiminabodybagand

inthebackofavandrivingawayintothenight...



Zozski:Dozerdoyouthinkthisisgoodthing?

Bulldozer:whatareyoutalkingabout?Itsbecause

ofumcgwabithatwearewhowearenowsowhat

areyousaying?

Zozski:whocallsherselfundertakerthough?

Honestlyspeakingthisdoesn'tsitwellwithme

Bulldozer:reallynowZo?Really?Thisladyhas

beentrainingusforthisZoandthere'snoturning

backnowharekenerekenemyboy

Zozski:that'sthethingthere'snowayoutofthings

likethesebutthroughyourbackinacoffin

Bulldozer:stopbeingasissy.Youshouldbe

gratefulthatyouareworkingtwojobsnow.It'shard

tofindthatinSouthAfricaandagainyouare

gettingextracashforallthesepiecejobs.Manup

man

HeclickedhistonguedrivingintoMsomi'sfuneral

parlour.BulldozerputDumisani'slifelessbodyon



hisshouldersasZozskifollowedhimtoaroom

labelled"PRIVATE".Bulldozerputthebodyonthe

tableastheychangedintooverallsandworeface

masks...

Zozski:whycan'twejustburyhimlikeahuman

beingoratleastdeliverhisdeadbodytohisfamily?

Bulldozer:youhonestlyaremoreofanidiotthani

thoughtyouwere

Heclickedhistongueswitchingonthechainsaw

andcutDumisani'sbodyintosmallpieces.Hethen

putthepiecesinblackplastics...

Zozski:youpeoplehavenohearts

Bulldozer:hethoughtZanelewasthatmuchofan

idiot.Hedeservedtodielikeadog,come

Theychangedintotheirclothesandlockedthe



roomtakingDumisani'sbodypieceswith.Zozski

stoppedastheywereabouttostepintothecar...

Bulldozer:whatareyoudoing?

AshesaidZozskisplashedvomitasBulldozer

sighedshakinghishead...

Bulldozer:reallynow.Zozski?Zo?

Hesaidshakinghimashegaspedwakingupand

coughedholdinghisneck...

Bulldozer:areyouokdude?

Zozski:(breathingheavily)shitthatfeltreal?

Bulldozer:(frowned)what?

Zozski:idreamtuscuttingMrJola'sbo...

Bulldozer:(lookingaround)shutupmanareyou



nuts?Whatareyousaying?(Heswallowed

remembering)areyoucrazyyouwanttogetusinto

trouble?

Zozski:shit

Bulldozer:ifyoukeepgoinglikethisyouaregoing

tohaveaproblemwithmadam,doyouwantthat?

Zozski:thisisnotrightguysweshouldn'thave

donewhatwedid

Bulldozer:imsonotgoingtorepeatmyselfZozski,

thesooneryoustopwiththisthebetteritsbeen

fucking5yearsmancomeon

Hesaidgoingtowashhisbreakfastboxwhile

Zozskisighedshakinghishead.

AtMsomi'sFuneralparlour...

Zanelesmiledtotheemployeesheadingtoher

mother'sofficewhereshefoundheronthephone.



Sheputherbagonthecouchandpouredtwo

glassesofwhiskey...

Thembeka:thankyousomuchwewillbewaitingon

thebody(shehungup)

Zanele:anotherbody?

Thembeka:yesmyloveisn'tthat'swhatwework

withandpeopleinSAaredyinglikeflies

Zanele:moredeadbodiesmorebusinessforus

(shelaughed)here

Thembeka:asmuchasitsnotfunnybutit'sour

breadandbutter.Thankyoulove

Zanele:ohyes.Cheers

Thembeka:to?

Zanele:successmama

Thembeka:ohokiguessyouhavesomegood

news

Zanele:yesmaiwouldn'tbedrinkingwhiskeyifi

wasnot.Iwishgrannywasstillalivetowitnessthis



mayhersoulcontinuetorestinpeace

Thembeka:yeahhey.It'slifeithappens.Outwith

thenews

Zanele:yesterdayLeeTruckingsigneda25years

dealwith5morecountries

Thembeka:(smiled)what?Areyoubeingforreal?

Zanele:yesmamawenowprovideourservicesto

thewholecontinent

Thembeka:wowmybabythisisamazingnews.Im

happyforyou

Zanele:ndiyabulelamama(thankyoumom)(they

drankup)

Thembeka:iwasthinkingaswellthatit'stimefor

metotakeabackseatnowandhaveyourunthis

companymylove

Zanele:butyouknowmyhandsarefullmamaand

it'snotlikeyouarethatold

Thembeka:iknowbutthiswouldhelpyoukeep

busyatleasthereyoucanshowfacethanatLee

Truckinganditwillhelpyouwithcoveringup



Zanele:(smiled)youhaveapointtherenowiknow

whereigetthisfireinmefrom

Thembeka:ofcoursenanawhatdidyouthink.

(Theylaughed)ihavespokentoourlawyerandshe

willgetthepapersreadytomakesureyouare

legallyandofficiallytheownerofthecompany

Zanele:okmomyouwillletmeknowonce

everythingisreadyforsigning

Thembeka:noproblemmygirl

Theysmiledclickingtheirglassesandcontinuedto

catchup.

LATERTHATDAY

AttheJola's...

NomayezaopenedthegateasMrZuludrovein.

Nomvulatookherbooksandheadeduptoherroom



asZulumadehiswayin...

Zulu:(smiled)MrsJola

Nomayeza:MrZuluwhatapleasuretoseeyouafter

solongpleasehaveaseat

Zulu:thankyousomuch.Wherearethegirls?

Nomayeza:Nombulelosaidshewillbecoming

homeabitlateandNomvulaisinherbedroom

Zulu:ohok

Nomayeza:anythingtodrink?

Zulu:juicewillbefinethankyou

Nomayeza:ok

Shewenttothekitchenwhilehelookedaroundthe

housewithhislipscurvedandsmiledatNomayeza

whocamewithhisjuice...

Zulu:ishouldsaythishouseisamazing



Nomayeza:allthankstoLeloandBobo

Zulu:yeahhey.Sowhatdotheysayaboutfighting

forthefamilycompany?

Nomayeza:honestlyspeakingwearealways

fightingaboutthatandit'sdrainingnowithinkits

timetomoveon.Itsbeen5yearssinceDumisani

leftus

Zulu:buthebuiltthisforyouguys

Nomayeza:wethoughtsobutclearlyitwasfor

otherpeoplenowwedon'tknowwho'srunningit

Zulu:whatiknowisthatit'salady

Nomayeza:oh?

Zulu:yessheintroducedherselftousthismorning

Nomayeza:what'shername?

Zulu:wedon'tknowallweknowisthatshe'sLee

andwedon'tknowhowshelookslikeorwhereshe

lives

Nomayeza:(sighed)wow

Zulu:youcansaythatagainandhonestlyifeellike



there'ssomethingfishygoingonhere

Nomayeza:oh?

Zulu:yesandweneedtolookintoher

Nomayeza:honestlyspeakingMrZuluiknowyou

meanwellbutihavenomeanstobefighting

anyoneatthismomentimfinewiththelifeimliving

withmykidsbesides,thatLeegotthecompany

legally

Zulu:shemighthavebutwhathappenedforherto

getitisthequestion

Nomayeza:wewanttomoveonMrZulusoplease

respectourdecision

Zulu:idobutiwon'trestuntilihavethoseanswers

Nomayeza:goodluck

Shesaidsippingherteawhileheshookhishead

sippinghisjuice.

Atthemall...



SamkeloandZanelelaughedintheirlongsummer

dresseswiththeirhandbagshangingontheirarms

headingtotheirfavouriterestaurant.Bongani,

MandlaandSbucametheotherdirectionasthey

alsolaughedpassingthem.Bonganistoppedand

frownedturningtothemaftercatchingZanele's

beautifulscent...

Mandla:dude?

Bongani:(clearedhisthroat)pssst!Excuseme?

Ladyhi

SamkeloandZanelestoppedandflippedtheir

weavesturning...

Both:hi

Bongani:(smiled)imeantyou(hesaidpointingat

Zanele)



Zanele:(smiled)ohhi

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:05] :ZANELE

02

Bongani:mynameisBonganiJ...

Mandla:reallynowBongz?Youknowtherestaurant

wealwaysgotoisfullypackedmostofthetimeso

thesoonerwegettherethebetter

Bongani:canyoupleasechillMandla

Zanele:whatwasthewholepointofstoppingus?

Samkelo:wedon'thaveallnight



Bongani:pleaseforgivemyfriend,asiwassaying

imBonganiandishouldsayyoureallyarea

beautifullady

Zanele:thankyou

Bongani:whereareyouheadedto?

Zanele:tohavedinnerwithmybestfriendsoifyou

don'tmindwewouldliketogo

Bongani:mayipleasejoinin?

Zanele:(frownedandscoffed)excuseme?

Mandla:yeahexcuseyou

Bongani:ihaddinnerplanswithmyguysmaybewe

couldjustjoinyouguys

Zanele:didanyonesayweneedcompany?

Bongani:nobutitwouldbeapitytonothavedinner

withsuchabeautifulladylikeyou.Iwillpayeven

Zanele:foryourowninformationwecanaffordour

ownfood.Sothanksbutnothanks

Bongani:okimsorrybutcanwepleasejoinyou?



Zanele:no,Sammylet'sgo

Theyscoffedshakingtheirheadsandwalkedaway

whileBonganisighedshakinghishead...

Sbu:youneedsomeschoolingwhenitcomesto

hittingonsomeonedude

Bongani:ahnoguysican'tlethergolikethat.This

ismywomanitellyou,come

Mandla:Bongzcanwego,youtriedbutfailedgive

upalreadybecauseyougotnogame

Bongani:onethingiknowisthatimnotgoingback

homewithouthernumber

HesaidfollowingtheladiesasMandlaandSbu

shooktheirheadsandfollowedhim.Theladies

arrivedattherestaurantasthewaitergreeted

them...



Waiter:tablefortwo?

Bongani:notablefor5please

Theladiesturnedwithfrownsontheirfacesas

BonganismiledatthemwithhiseyesonZanele

whilehisfriendgrinnedshruggingtheirshoulders...

Zanele:(scoffed)youarehonestlyanuisanceyou

know,tablefor5itis

Waiter:pleasefollowme

TheydidasBonganistuckouthistonguetohis

friendsandtheytooktheirseatsasthewaitertook

theirorders...

Bongani:imBongani,thisisMandlaandSbusiso

akaSbutheyaremyfriends

Zanele:ohok.ImZaneleandthisismyfriendand

businesspartnerSamkeloNdlovu



Bongani:nicemeetingyouladies

Zanele&Samkelo:likewise

Bongani:sodoyouguysstayhere?

Zanele:yeswedo.WebothliveinMidrandWaterfall

justafewhousesfromoneanother

Bongani:ohok.Idon'tlivefarfromWaterfallaswell,

iresideinBarbequeDowns

Zanele:ohok.Sowhatdoyoudo?

Bongani:imaninformationtechnologyspecialist

Zanele:ohnice.Withhowmuchexperience?

Bongani:morethan5yearsnow.Imopeningmy

companyherethedayaftertomorrow.Ihavebeen

workingoverseasforthepast5years

Zanele:ohisee.That'sgreatitsalwaysgoodto

haveyourownthingyouknow

Bongani:yeahithinkigotthatfrommyfathereven

thoughhe'sturnedintoascumbagnow

Zanele:ohsorryforthat



Bongani:it'sok.Whatdoyoudo?

Zanele:iown3businessestwowithmyfriendand

onewithmymom.Thetwowithmyfriendarea

cosmeticcompanyandVilla

Bongani:ohwowiminawe

Zanele:wellmygrandmotherhasalwaystaughtme

togoforanythingiwant

Bongani:shetaughtyouwell

Zanele:iknowheyandtheonewithmymomis

MsomiFuneralparlour

Bongani:niyacgwabananinaneh(theylaughed)

(y'allundertakers)

Zanele:yeahyoucansaythat

Bongani:honestlyspeakingilovemeawomanwho

isfocusedonwinning.Lifeisnoteasybutitsupto

youtomakesomethingoutofitsoimhappyfor

you

Zanele:(smiled)awwthankyouimhappyforyou

too



Hesmiledatherasthewaiterbroughttheirdrinks

andcontinuedtoallcatchup.

AttheJola's...

NomayezaandZululaughedassheputthefoodon

thetablewithNomvulajoiningtheminhershort

pantsandavest...

Nomvula:goodeveningsir

Zulu:(smiled)hellonana

ShesmiledpullingoutachairforherselfwhileZulu

checkedheroutbutquicklysnappedoutofitand

grabbedaglasstopourhimselfsomewater...

Nomayeza:imhonestlyshockedofhowyouarestill



singleevenuptonowZuluwhenareyougettinga

wife?Youarenotgettinganyyounger

Zulu:(chuckled)allingoodtimesMrsJolaallin

goodtimes

Nomayeza:nomanyouneedtomarrysomeone

whowillcookforyouandstopeatingatother

people'shomes

Zulu:wowMrsJolabutanywayiwillgetawife

don'tworry

HesaidlookingatNomvulawhohummedpouring

herselfaglassofjuice...

Zulu:sohowisschool?

Nomvula:schoolisfinethankyou

Zulu:whatgradeareyouinagain?

Nomvula:11

Zulu:ohisee.Sowhatdoyouaspiretobe?



Nomvula:idon'tknowyetbecauseimthinkingof

startingmyowncompany

Zulu:ohnice.Whatwillthatcompanybeoffering?

Nomvula:iwanttoownaguestLodgebecausewith

alotoftouristscomingintoourcountrymeans

there'smorebusinessthere

Zulu:smartgirlyouare.MrsJolayouseeatrue

seedofDumi?Sheknowswheretolookintermsof

business

Nomvula:canyoukindlynotmentionthatman's

nameinmypresence

Nomayeza:Vulacomeonnowbaby

Nombulelo:nomomshe'srightandyoushould

stopentertainingthismaninourhouseplease

Nomayeza:whatiswrongwithyouchildren?

Zulu:(smiled)goodeveningLelo

Nombulelo:isaidleave

Nomayeza:nohe'snotgoinganywhere

Nombulelo:doyouwanttobearrestedfor



trespassing?

Nomayeza:youarebeingrudenowLelo,MrZuluis

myvisitor

Nombulelo:morelikeapestandatick.Youarenot

welcomedinthishouseafterlettingyourfrienddo

whathedidtohisfamily

Zulu:i...

Nombulelo:(wenttothekitchen)Zuluisaidleave

Zulu:mychildiunderstandthatyouarestillangry

butisweartoyouididnotknowanything

Nomayeza:Nombulelocanyoupleasestopwith

thisbehaviourofyours.Youaretoooldtobe

behavingthewaythatyouare

Nombulelo:(camewithakettleofwater)Zuluisaid

leave!

Zulu:(jumpedup)okiwillleave

Nombulelo:nowyoutraitor!

Heswallowedandtookhiscarkeysandphone



leavingwhileNomayezashookherheadonthe

table...

Nomayeza:reallynowNombulelo?

Nombulelo:wearenotgoingtowelcometraitors

andpredatorsinthishousedoyouhearmemom?

Hemustgofindafamilyhecanlieandpretendto

becausewithusitlongstopped5yearsago.Imean

whothehelldoeshethinghethinkheis?

Nomayeza:youhonestlyneedtogetoveryour

angeritsunnecessarynow

Nombulelo:isaidwhatisaid

Sheclickedhertongueandwentuptoherroom

whileNomvulafocusedonherfoodashermother

sighedpushingherplateaway.

AttheMsomi's...



Zaneleparkedhercarandheadedintothehouse

whereshefoundhermotherandZinowatchingtv...

Zanele:ohyouguysarestillup?

Thembeka:youknowineversleepwhenyouare

nothomeyet

Zanele:(chuckled)maim27andyouarestayingin

myhouseifyoudidn'tnotice

Thembeka:andimnevermovingout(theylaughed)

howwasyourmeetingwithSammy?

Zanele:wedidn'thaveameetingasplanned

becausewegotdisrupted

Thembeka:bywho?

Zanele:Zeedidyoushowthehousehelperwhatim

wearingtomorrow?

Zino:yeahsheironedthem

Zanele:good.Wegotdisturbedbytheseother3

boysbutthere'sthisoneamongstthemmamai

thinkilikehim



Thembeka:youlikingaboy?That'safirst

Zanele:haumamaihavefeelingsaswell

Thembeka:ohisee.Sowhat'shisnameandwhat

doeshedo?

Zanele:BonganiandhewillbeopeninghisIT

companythedayaftertomorrow

Thembeka:ohwownotsobad

Zanele:(smiled)iknowrightandhehasbeen

workingintheUSforthepast5years

Thembeka:ohwowokiguesshe'sawellmannered

boy

Zanele:ithinksotoo.Hedresseswelltooand

smellsnice

Thembeka:ofcourseyouareZaneleimeanhow

wouldyoulikesomeonewho'sdoesn'tfitinanyof

thosecriterias(theylaughed)

Zanele:yazu'ndazkakuhlemama(youknowme

toowellmom)(theylaughed)

Thembeka:ohyesmybaby.Sowhatishislast



name?

Zanele:ididn'tgetitbutwehaveagreedtomeetup

tomorrowjustasthetwoofusiguesswewillgetit

offthen

Thembeka:okmybaby.Rememberwhatgranny

anditaughtyouright?

Zanele:yesmama."Nomatterhowmuchmoney

yougetonceyoufindamanwholovesyouforwho

youareandnotwhatyouhaverespecthimand

everythinghedoes"

Themebeka:(smiled)that'smygirl.Soshouldthis

goanyfurtherrememberthosewordsok

Zanele:iwillmomiwill

Thembeka:okgirlsimofftobedtomorrowis

anotherday

Zanele:goodnightbabygirlseeyoutomorrow

Zino:nightma

TheychuckledasshewentupwhileZinobroughta



bottleofwaterforherselfandZanele...

Zanele:anythingyet?

Zino:youwon'tbelievewhatidiscovered

Zanele:shockme

Zino:MrZulutheshareholderwasseenhangingout

atMrsJola'shouse.Hearrivedthereafterworking

hoursandonlyleftafewminutesago

Zanele:(scoffed)iknewtherewassomethingabout

him.Trustyoumehewenttofillthatwomanwith

informationthathehasfinally"metme"

Zino:definitely

Zanele:weneedtohavehisphonetappediwantto

knowhiseverymoveandkeepfollowinghim

Zino:alrightconsiderthatdone

Zanele:good.Imofftobedhey.Seeyoutomorrow

Zino:sureiwannafinishthisprogramfirstthen

headout.



ZanelesmiledgoingupwhileZinofinishedher

waterandconcentratedonherprogram.

BackattheJola's...

Bonganiwhistledopeningthefrontdooras

NomvulaexcitedlyjumpedonhimwhileNombulelo

smiled...

Nomvula:momsaidyouarearoundbutyouwere

nottherewhenicheckedforyouinyourroom

Bongani:ihadtogogreetmyfriends.Howareyou

doingsis?

Nombulelo:apartfromyourmotherannoyingme

everydayimgoodbuddy

Bongani:(laughed)iknowexactlyhowyoufeelwe

almostfoughtaboutthatjustwhenigothere

Nombulelo:yourmotherandherobsessionover



thisexampleofamanofhersthough

Bongani:iknowsisiknowbutanywaythebigbro

hassomegoodnewsy'all

Nomvula:youknowimalwaysupforsome

Bongani:imopeningmyfirstITcompanytheday

aftertomorrow

Both:(smiled)wow

Bongani:yepbeenworkingonitwhileoverseas

Nombulelo:wowbrothat'samazingimhappyfor

you

Nomvula:metoobigbro

Bongani:thankyouguysandthat'snotall

Nombulelo:ohiseeyoucomebearingsurprises

Bongani:yepbutdon'ttellmomyetbutimetthis

beautifulladytoday,hernameisZaneleandsaying

she'sbeautifulisanunderstatementthatladyis

exquisitelycrafted

Nomvula:(laughed)yaziwasevenstartingtothink

youaregaybro



Bongani:(laughed)youandbeingsilly

Nombulelo:wheredoesshestay?

Bongani:Waterfall

Nombulelo:ohbarbiedoll

Bongani:ah-uhLelopleasedon't

Nombulelo:what?Womenfromthatsidearespoilt

andknownothingaboutlifealltheyknowistofake

everything

Bongani:thisiswhyihaveneverbroughtagirl

homeit'sbecauseofyouandjustforyourown

information,sheownsthreesuccessfulcompanies

twowithherfriendandonewithhermothersodon't

youlookdownonherlikethat

Nombulelo:whatdidshebuildthemwith,life

policiesfromherrichfatherthathermother

probablypoisonedyeahright

Nomvula:wowLelodoyoureallyhavetobethis

petty

Nombulelo:iknowgirlslikeher.Howoldisshe?



Bongani:27andimgoingtobedyouknowhowto

getunderone'snervesyouknowmxm(heleft)

Nomvula:youseewhatyouhavedone?

Nombulelo:aesokamanwebothknowshe's

nothingbutafakeslayqueenwhoprobablydoesn't

ownshit.ShejustboughtfacetoBonganibecause

sheheardhimsayinghe'sopeninghiscompany.

I'mofftobed

Nomvula:ithinkyoualsoneedamansis

Nombulelo:nothankyou

ShesaidgoingupwhileNomvulashookherhead

andswitchedoffallthelightsgoingtosleepaswell.

THEFOLLOWINGDAY

AtMsomi'sFuneralparlour...



Zanele: uyinkosiyamakhosiungumdaliwalo

mhlabazonkesizwesibabazakuuuuuuuwe...

Shesangoutloudtoheralltimefavouritegospel

songasaknockcamethrough...

Zanele:hawuYesu,comein(Bulldozeropened)oh

Dozer-Dozercomeoninbuddy

Bulldozer:(smiled)goodmorningmadamiseeyou

areinagoodmoodtoday

Zanele:whenyouareZaneleagoodmoodshould

beadailything(theychuckled)pleasehaveaseat

Bulldozer:thankyoumadam.Yousmellnicelike

always

Zanele:youknowwhatthescentiscalled?

Bulldozer:schoolmeplease

Zanele:powerandyouwillgetthatonedaymyguy

Bulldozer:ohiintendto



Zanele:sowhatbringsmybully-bullherethisearlyi

thoughtthisweekyouwillbeworkingatthe

truckingcompany?

Bulldozer:(smiled)there'ssomethingweneedto

talkabout

Zanele:ok?

Bulldozer:Zozski

Zanele:whatabouthim?

Bulldozer:ithinkhe'sbecomingaproblem.Hecan't

seemtogetoverwhathappenedtoyouknowwho

andhedreamtabouttheincidentofthatday

yesterdayduringlunch

Zanele:Bulldozer?

Bulldozer:yesmadam?

Zanele:youknowhowifeelaboutpeoplelike

Zozskiright?

Bulldozer:yesmadam

Zanele:thenfixthisidon'twantanyproblems

please



Bulldozer:igotthatloudandclear

Zanele:remindhimofwhatidotoliabilitiesandif

he'sgoingtobecomeonethenhimandiaregoing

tohaveaproblem.Heshouldpulluphisbigboy

undiesbeforeidothatforhim

Bulldozer:iwillsurelypassonthemessagemadam

Zanele:good.Anythingelse?

Bulldozer:noma'am

Zanele:okthenyoumayexcuseyourself

Bulldozer:haveagooddayma'am

Zanele:ialwaysdopapi

HesmiledleavingwhileZanelesquinthereyes

thinkingandthenscoffedputtinghermusicback

on...

Zanele: otauyaletsolaJudah,weworship

you



Shecontinuedtosingasthereceptionistbrought

hercoffee.

AttheJola's...

Bonganicamedownthestairsandfoundhis

mothergoingthroughthenewspaperashescoffed

switchingonthekettle...

Nomayeza:whatisit?

Bongani:youreallyareafraidofLeloneh?

Nomayeza:whatmakesyousaythat?

Bongani:shetoldyoutostopstressingyourself

aboutsomeonewhodoesn'tgiveadamnaboutyou

andyoudidexactlythat

Nomayeza:youkidshonestlyneedtostop

disrespectingyourfatherlikethat



Bongani:yohiwasnotsayingweshoulddwell

muchintoit.Youneedtogetadressforthe

openingofmycompanytomorrowma

Nomayeza:sowhatdoyousuggest?

Bongani:thatyougotoyourfavouriteboutique

Nomayeza:ohokthennoproblem

Bongani:yeahiwillgiveyousomemoney,getyour

nailsdid,getyourhairdoneandhireamakeup

artistfortomorrow

Nomayeza:awwsomeonewantshismothertolook

beautiful

Bongani:ofcoursemama.Imeanyouneverknow

maybeyouaregoingtomeetyourfuturedaughter

inlaw

Nomayeza:areyoutryingtotellmethatyouare

finallybringingmeumakoti?

Bongani:holdyourhorsesbutitcouldbea

possibility

Nomayeza:(ululated) Vuli'ndlelawemam'gobozi



u'nyanawamheleleuya'shatanamhlanje

SheululatedwhileBonganilaughedmakinghis

coffee...

Bongani:mamano

Nomayeza:whatisit?Andyoubetternotwaste

timeiwanttoplaywithmygrandkidsbeforeidie

Bongani:youarenotgoinganywheremamayouare

goingtoplaywithyourgreatgranchildrenaswell

Nomayeza:ohimsohappymyboy

Bongani:it'snotofficialyetbutihavegoodhopes

Nomayeza:worrynotmyboyJolamenarelucky

withwomen

Bongani:ifyousaysomama.Youshouldlookfora

mantoo

Nomayeza:ithinkilikeMrZuluyouknow

Bongani:(chokedonhistea)haibomamaumgani



womyeniwakho!?(Yourhusband'sfriend)

Nomayeza:iphinkingaapho?(What'swrongwith

that)isn'tyourfatherhasleftusandyouguyshave

beennaggingmeaboutmovingon?Soyesmyson

he'stheoneilike.(Blushing)phelaweallhaveour

ownstrangedesiressanalwam(myson)

ShelaughedwhileBonganiclappedonceshocked

andlaughedshakinghishead.

Atarestaurant...

CherelmadeherwayinandfoundMrZuluandthe

othershareholderalreadydrinkingcoffeeasshe

orderedateapot...

Cherel:youmencouldn'twaitformeisee

Zulu:youarealwayslateCherel

Man:youneedtoworkonyourtimemanagement



lady

Cherel:ohplease.SoZuluwhydidyoucallushere?

Zulu:iwantustotalkaboutLee

Cherel:whatabouther?

Zulu:there'ssomethingaboutherthatgivesme

sleeplessnights.ImeanhowdoesshegetJola

truckingandthenbecomeanonymous?

Man:youmeanLeetrucking

Zulu:whateveryouwanttocallitman.That

companywillalwaysbeJolatruckingtome

Cherel:changeisgoodyouknowMrZulu.

Man:whyiminotsurprisedhe'satypicalzuluman.

Theyarealwayslikethat,hardheadedandneverup

forchange.Ifeellikethiscompanyisdoingwell

wetherrunbyapersonweknowornot.Imeanlook

atthechangeshehasbroughteversinceshetook

over.Changethattookyourfriendyearstoimply.

Hekeptpromisingusglitterbutneverdeliveredbut

eversinceLeesteppedinwithinthefirst2yearswe

werealreadycoveringoverhalfofthecontinent



whichissomethingweshouldbegratefulforand

respectherdecisionofbeinganonymous.

Cherel:mypointexactlyshehasn'tstolenfromus

becausesheunderstandslife.Youmencanlearna

lotfromuswomen.There'snouseinbeingstingy.

Whenyouwin,winwithotherpeople.Honestly

speaking,Leeinspiresmealotandimlooking

forwardtowhenshedecidestoshowherface.She

andiwoulddowonders

Zulu:whyiminotsurprisedwithyouCherelyou

loveitwheneverit'sraininggoldjustwaituntilshe

showsyouallhertruecolours

Man:youmeanwhensheshowsyoutonevermess

withawomanhercalibre?Treadcarefullymyguy

youdon'twanttosteponapowerfullady'stoes

Cherel:tellhim

Zulu:imnevergoingtoallowawomanthinkshe

canwalkallovermeaswellifshethinksiwill

squealtoherdeminorthenshehasn'tmetazulu

maninherlife

Cherel:Zuluyoubetternotruinthingsforus



Zulu:imnotgoingtorestuntilifindwhatexactlyis

itthatthiswomanishiding

HeclickedhistonguewhileCherelandtheman

shooktheirheadsasthewaiterservedCherelher

tea.

THATAFTERNOON

Atarestaurant...

BonganipulledoutachairforZanelewhoworea

blacktuxedowithawhiteshirt...

Zanele:(flippedherhairsmiling)thankyou

Bongani:thepleasureisallmine.Howwasyour

morning?

Zanele:amazingandyours?



Bongani:itwasokwasbusyrunningaroundgetting

afewthingsfortomorrowandiwasworriedthati

wasnotgoingtobeontimebutithensaidahno

ladiesarealwayslate

Zanele:imnoordinaryladyBongani

Bongani:icantellhey.Iwasshockedwhenyou

saidyoujustgotattheparkinganditwas5

minutestolunchtime

Zanele:onethingaboutmeisthatirespecttimein

everythingido

Bongani:nowonderyouhavebeenabletorunso

manycompanies(thewaitertooktheirorders)

Zanele:soyounevergottotellmeyoursurname

yesterday

Bongani:ohyes(smiled)imBonganiJola

Zanele:(heartskippedabeat)oh?

Bongani:doyouknowanyJola's?

Zanele:nopeidon'tknowany

Bongani:(smiled)phewwthat'sareliefiwas



startingtothinkthatmaybewearedistantrelatives

Zanele:soze(never)

TheylaughedasBonganicalledupthewaiterto

changesomethinginhisorderwhileZanelesquint

hereyesdeepinthoughtslookingathim.She

smiledtakingherwaterandsatback...

Bongani:(smiled)sorryaboutthat,wherewerewe

again?

Zanele:youweretellingmeaboutmyfutureinlaws,

theJola's

Bongani:(smiled)waitwhat?

Zanele:(laughed)imjoking

TheyburstintoaloudlaughasBonganitoldher

abouthisfamily.



21YEARSLATER

^

^

^

^

^
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Around00:00midnightasKumkaniandhisfriends

switchedroadsheadingtooneoftheATMsaround

themall...

Kumkani:itshouldbeaquickinandoutguyswe

arenotgoingtowastetimeok

All:sure

Kumkani:good



Hesaidputtingabaklavaoverhisfaceandleather

glovescheckinghispistol.Hecorckeditandputit

onhiswaistasthequantumdriverapproachedthe

machine.200mawayfromit3oftheguysthrew

outtinsofteargearsasawhitecloudcoveredthe

wholeareawhilesecurityguardsfleedtheplace.

Kumkaniandoneoftheguysquicklygotoffand

placedbombsonthemachineandranoffasthe

bombblastedthemachinewithmoneyflyingall

over.Withthequantumenginerunningandthe

driverreadytotakeoffanymomentthecrew

collectedthemoneyandputitintheirbagswhile

insidetheguardhittheemergencybuttonasallthe

otherguardswhowerearoundstartedfiringshots...

Kumkani:shit!There'salotofthemlet'sgo!

Theyranofftotheirquantumwhiletheguards

continuedtoshootatthem.Oneofthemgotshot

onthelegashefelldownwhiletherestgotinthe



quantum...

Guy:guysimshot!

Driver:wecan'tleavehim

Kumkani:that'shisproblemlet'sgo!

Guy:guys!

Oneguygotoffandgrabbedthebagofmoneyfrom

theonewhowasshotthenjumpedbackinasthe

drivertookoff.Theguardsgotholdofftheonewho

wasshotastherestdisappearedintothe

darkness...

Man:youaregoingtotelluswhoyourfriendsare.

Youyoungboysthinklifeisajoke.Thisispeople's

moneyyouidiotsandyouthinkyoucanstealitjust

likethat?Come!

Theydraggedhimbackinsidewhilehegruntedin



pain...

Kumkani:dammitthatwasaclosecallguys

Guy:iknowrightbutwegotoffwithalmost

everything

Kumkani:yeahimawarethatatmhadover3million

initsowedefinitelygotoverameter

Driver:(smiledlickinghislips)wedefinitelyarerich

boys

Kumkani:butwearegoingtolaylowforaweekor

twoguys

Guy:that'snotaproblem,theonlyproblemwehave

istheguyweleft.Weshouldhavejustdraggedhim

inside

Kumkani:noitrusthimtonotpimpusout.He

knowswhatimcapableofshouldhedoany...oh

shitreversedude!

Driver:bloodyhell(quicklyhitthebrakes)there's

anotheronebehind



Kumkani:fuck!

Hesaidhittingaseataspolicecarssurrounded

theminallsides...

Guy:whatdowedo?

Kumkani:shutupdude!

Officer:imgoingtocountto4andyouallhaveto

comeoutofthattaxiwithyourhandsuporelsewe

aregoingtoshoot

Driver:arewegoingtogetout?

Guy:wehavenochoicedoyouwanttodie?

Kumkani:guysican'taffordtogotoprison

Officer:3...

Oneoftheguysslowlyopenedthedoorastheyall

gotoutwiththeirhandsupaswellasthedriver.

Therewas7ofthemastheforcewentonthem



handcuffingthemasthedetectivewentinsidethe

quantum...

Masilela:youlothavealotofexplainingtodo.You

reallythoughtyouweregoingtogetawaywiththis

didn'tyou?Littledidyouknowthere'sanewsheriff

intown.Loadtheminthevanboysimcomingwith

theirtaxi

Heclickedhistongueputtinghisgunonsafemode

whileKumkaniandhisfriendsgotloadedintoa

policevanthattookthemtothepolicestation.10

minuteslaterKumkanigotcalledinashetookhis

seatwithhisheaddown...

Masilela:whatisyournameyoungman?(Hekept

quiet)youbetterrespondmyboywhenitalktoyou.

Isaidwhatisyourname!?

HeloudlysaidhittingthedeskasKumkani



nervouslyswallowedwithhiseyesclosed...

Kumkani:Kumkani

Masilela:shouldiaskyouyoursurname?

Kumkani:KumkaniJola(Masilelalaughed)really

now?ZaneleJola'sson?

Kumkani:howdoyouknowmymother?

Masilela:what'swrongwithyourichkids?Huh?Are

younotsatisfiedofallthethingsyouhave?You

haveeverythingyouneedbutyoucanstillgothere

andbombatm's(scoffedandclickedhistongue)

youhonestlyhavesomenerve(hesaidwalkingout)

Kumkani:waitwhereareyougoing?Pleasedon't

callmom...shit!

HestressfullysighedasMasileladialedZanele.In

hersleepshegroanedwakinguptohervibrating

phone.Shecheckedthetimeandsighedpicking

up...



Zanele:(checkedifherhusbandwasasleep)

Masilelait's00:30inthemorningwhatdoyouwant?

Masilela:ihaveyourson

Zanele:(frowned)what?

Masilela:himandhisfriendsbombedanatmafew

minutesago

Zanele:(sighedrubbingherhead)okimcoming

TheyhungupasZaneleshookherheadgettingoff

bed.Shecheckedifherhusbandwasstillasleep

andhewasasshechangedintoherblacktracksuit

andtakkiesandtookherson'scarkeysheadingout.

Shegotinthecarandquietlydroveoutdialing

Bulldozer...

Bulldozer:(yawned)madam?

Zanele:let'smeetatthefuneralparlourin20

minutes



Bulldozer:ok

Theyhungupassheclickedhertonguechanging

gearsandsteppedontheacceleratorheadedto

Thembisapolicestation...

Zanele:whydoesthischildalwaysgooutofhis

waytoembarassmelikethis.Bloodycunt

Sheclickedhertongueoncemoreandarrivedatthe

station10minuteslater.Theinterrogationroom

dooropenedasKumkaniswallowedlookingupat

hismotherandthedetective...

Kumkami:maididn'tmean...

Ahotslaplandedacrosshisfaceashefellonhis

knees...



Kumkani:ma!?

Zanele:getupKumkani

Kumkani:butmai...

Zanele:isaidgetup!

Shesaidjerkinghimupandslappedhimhardashe

fellonhiskneesagain...

Zanele:howmanywerethey?

Masilela:8onegotshotsowecaught7

Zanele:okyouknowwhattodoandmakesurethe

onewho'sshotisattendedto.AsforyouKumkani

followme

Theytookthehandcuffsoffofhimashefollowed

hismotherouttothecarandgotinthepassenger

seatasshedroveoutwhilehewasstillclosingthe

door...



Kumkani:doyouwanttokillme?

Zanele:shutup

Kumkani:mandiceliuxolo(imsorry)alliwanted

was...

Zanele:Kumkanindithethula(isaidshutup)you

shit!

Kumkani:siyaphikengoku?(Wherearewegoing

now)

Sheslowlyturnedtohimasheswallowedandkept

quietsittingback.10minuteslatertheydroveinto

MsomiFuneralParlourasheswallowedlooking

around...

Kumkani:mamapleasecomenowiwilldo

whateveryou...

Zanele:(openedhisdoor)getout

Kumkani:mamapleaselistenI'llnever...



Zanele:isaidgetthefuckoutofmycaryoupiece

ofshit!

Shesaidpullinghimoutwithhisneckandpushed

himinsidewherehefellinBulldozer'sarm.He

lookedupathimashesmileddownonhimwhile

heswallowedahugelumplookingathismother...

Kumkani:mamandi'acelandikunyanawakho

(momplease,imyourson)

Zanele:insideBulldozer!

HewastednosecondanddraggedKumkanitothe

privateroom.Cryingandbeggingformercyfrom

hismotherBulldozerstrappedhimonahumantray

andpusheditinthefreezerandcloseditwhilehe

screamed...

Kumkani:mamapleaseletmeout.Imsorrymama

please!



Zanele:goandmakemetea(Bulldozerwenttothe

kitchenwhileshecalled)

Zino:madam?

Zanele:checkifMrJolaisstillasleep

Zino:okjustasecond

Shegotoutofherroomandwenttocheckonhim

andhewasstillfastasleep...

Zino:he'sstillasleepma'am

Zanele:okgoodkeepcheckinghimforthenext20

minutesok

Zino:noproblem(theyhungup)

Bulldozer:yourteama'am

Zanele:good.Pullhimout

HedidasdirectedwhileKumkanicriedshivering...



Kumkani:mompleasedon'tdothistome

Zanele:Kumkanihaveieverdeniedyouanything

youwanted?

Kumkani:nomama

Zanele:thenwhydoyoukeepdoingthesesilly

thingsKumkani?Why?

Kumkani:imsorrymama

Zanele:(slappedhim)stopsayingyouaresorry

dammit!Whatdoyouwanthuh?Doyouwanttogo

toprison?

Kumkani:no

Zanele:ididn'traiseyoutobecomealowlife

criminalforcryingoutloudKumkani.Youarea

smartkidbutyouarealwaysinvolvedinpetty

crimeswhy!?

Kumkani:maimcold

Zanele:youwantsomeheat?

Kumkani:somethingtowarmmeup

Zanele:puthimundertheheaterDozer



Kumkani:aimamanopleasedon't

Zanele:Dozerdoasitellyou

Hedidn'twanttowasteanymoretimeasherolled

thetraytotheheaterandopeneditasKumkani

screamedtotheheatcomingdownonhim...

Kumkani:mamayouaregoingtokillme

Zanele:(sippedhertea)nexttimeyouwill

rememberwhatyourmotheriscapableof.Ndi'za

ku'cgwabamntan'am(iwillburyyoumyson)

Sheclickedhertongueandemptiedtheteainthe

zincasBulldozerunstrappedhim.Hetriedtotake

hisclothesbuthetookthemfromhimashe

followedhismotherinhisunderwearonly...

Kumkani:youarenothingbutmymother'sboot

lickerneverforgetthat



HeclickedhistonguewhileBulldozerscoffed

shakinghishead.Theyheadedhomeashealso

headedtohishouse.

LATERTHATMORNING

AttheJola's...

Zanelesatinherbathwithhereyesclosedand

braidshangingoutsidethebathasBonganismiled

standingbythebathroomdoor.Sheslowlyopened

hereyesandsmiledathim...

Zanele:heysexy

Bongani:heysexy

Zanele:comejoinin

Bongani:youdon'thavetoaskagain



Hesaidtakingoffhissleepingclothesandwent

insidesittingbehindhersoftlyrubbingherbody...

Zanele:howdidyousleep?

Bongani:likeababyandyou?

Zanele:sodoilove

Bongani:icantellbyhowfreshyourskinlooks

(theychuckled)sowhatistodaylove?

Zanele:our20thmarriageanniversaryandorson's

21st

Bongani:(smiledkissingherneck)yougotthatright

(sighed)buticouldn'tbemoreproudofoursonyou

know

Zanele:(scoffed)he'sawonderfulboythatonebut

weallknowwhoyourfavoritechildis

Bongani:noloveilovebothourkidsequally.

Anywaydoyourememberhowwemet21years

ago?



Zanele:iwillneverforgetthatday.Youambushed

uswithyourfriends

Bongani:honeymyeyeswereonyoutheyhada

choiceofleavingmeiftheywantedto(theylaughed)

Zanele:andnowweareheremylove,21yearslater

andyoursisterstilldoesn'tlikeme

Bongani:youknowLelohasalwayshadherissues

love

Zanele:youknowthaticouldcarelessmyloveas

longasyourmotheristhereformenoonecanbe

againstme

Bongani:shelovedyoufromtheverybeginning

Zanele:ndinjalo(I'mlikethat)mylove,lovable

Bongani:henceifellinlovewithyouthevery

secondilaidmyeyesonyouandistilldo

Zanele:iloveyoumorehoney

Bongani:andtostartourbeautifulsaturdayiwas

thinkingmaybeweshould...(kissedherneck)geta

little...(kissedheragain)naughty



Hesaidsoftlymovinghisfingeronherclitasshe

softlygaspedbitingherlowerlipwithasmileonher

faceandeyesclosed.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Shesmiledcomingdownthestairsandfoundher

daughtershavingtea...

Nomayeza:(smiled)goodmorninggirls

Both:morningma

Nombulelo:pleasetellmethatpatheticmandidn't

sleephereagain

Nomvula:haiboLelo

Nombulelo:ma?

Nomayeza:wetherheslepthereornotit'snoneof

yourbusinessmygirl



Nombulelo:mamadoyouforgetyouareamarried

woman?

Nomayeza:marriedtowho?It'sbeenover20years

nowLelosopleaseletmebe

Nomvula:andshe'sthelastpersontosaysuch

becauseshehasbeennaggingyouaboutmoving

onwithyourlife

Nombulelo:moveonyesbutididn'tsaywith

someonewhowas...

Zulu:(smiled)goodmorningladies

Nombulelo:andtheregoesmyappetitemxm(she

saidemptyingherteainthezinc)

Nomayeza:don'tmindher

Zulu:howareyoudoingVula?(Hesaidsoftly

movinghishandonherback)

Nomvula:(smiled)imgoodthanksandyou

Zulu:imamazingmygirl.Whatarewehavingfor

breakfast?

Nombulelo:didyouperhapsbuythatbreakfast?



Nomayeza:haiboLelo?

Nombulelo:haisukayazlentoyenu(youknowthis

thingofyours)isactuallyannoying(shesaidgoing

up)

Nomvula:getahousethensis

Nombulelo:thishousewasbuiltbyamaniusedto

callafathersononeofyouisgoingtotellmeto

moveout

Nomayeza:it'syournephew's21sttodayareyou

coming?

Nombulelo:imnotgoingtothatwitch'shouse

Nomayeza:that'syourbrother'swifeLelo

Nombulelo:shecangojumpacliffforallicare(she

slammedherbedroomdoor)what'swrongwith

yoursister?

Nomvula:ihavebeentellingyoutoaskhertotry

therapymama.Lelostillhasn'tdealtwithdad's

disappearanceandthat'swhatcostedherherjob

Nombulelo:youknowhowhotheadedshecanbe

somaybeyoucangetthroughher



Nomvula:istillwanttolivemama.Shouldwarmup

yourfoodforyouguys?

Zulu:(smiled)yespleasemygirl

Shesmiledgoingtothemicrowaveoveninher

whiteshortsandvestwhileNombulelowentback

uptoherbedroom.Zuluswallowedcheckingthe

coastandclearedhisthroatlookingatNomvula's

yellowthingsandpointytitties...

Zulu:sohowarethingsgoingwithyourbusiness?

Nomvula:afewhiccupshereandtherebutallwill

begoodiguess.Havingmysisterinlawasa

mentorishelpingalot.Isn'tsheownsasuccessful

villa

Zulu:that'sgood.Sowhenarewegettinglobola?

Nomvula:(chuckled)haibotataidon'thavetimefor

men

Zulu:butyouarenotgettinganyyounger



Nomvula:anditdoesn'tbothermeatall

Zulu:isee

Sheturnedtakingoutthefoodasheswallowed

againlickinghislipswhileNomayezacameback

down.

BackattheJola's...

BonganidroveoutwithMandlaandSbutogeta

fewthingsforthepartywhileZanelewhistled

mindingherfaceinfrontofhermirror.Herphone

rangasshesmiledandpickedup...

Zanele:Sammy

Samkelo:heybabehowareyoudoing?

Zanele:amazingmylove,yourself?

Samkelo:imgood,justwokeup.Ishubbythere?



Zanele:hejustleftwithhubbyandMandlathey

wenttogetmoredrinksbecauseifeelliketheone's

wegotwerenotenough

Samkelo:okloveiwillbethereinanhour

Zanele:noproblemlove

Samkelo:so20yearslater

Zanele:ohyeshoney

Samkelo:yazunesbindigirl(youhavesomegut)

Zanele:(laughed)what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Samkelo:tomarrythesamemanwhomyouhave

killedhisfatheraiminangekemntase(icouldnever)

Zanele:(laughed)theonlydifferenceisthatyouare

notmebabes.

Samkelo:yohchomiyouareonyourownleague.

Soyousleeppeacefullyatnight?

Zanele:likeababysweets.It'scalledkeepingyour

enemiesevencloser.Ihavealltheseidiotseating

outofmyhandbutonethingiknowisthati

genuinelylovemymanandourchildren



Samkelo:thaticanattesttowhichialsofindweird

though

Zanele:theheartalwayswantswhatitwantsbabes

andBonganiisthemanihavealwaysdreamtabout

Samkelo:indeed.Anywayijustwantedtotellyou

thatillbethereinafew

Zanele:okloveyouwillfindmehome

Samkelo:good

TheyhungupandZanelewenttositatthebalcony

asaknockcamethrough...

Zanele:comein

Kumkaniopenedthedoorwithatrayoffoodand

hismother'sfavoriteteaandjoinedherinthe

balcony...



Kumkani:morningma

Zanele:Kumkani

Kumkani:ithoughtishouldcomeandapologise

Shelookedathimforafewsecondsandsighed

lookingaway...

Zanele:sit

Kumkani:(smiled)imadeyouteaandasalad

Zanele:thankyou

Kumkani:mamaiwantyoutoknowthatimeanit

whenisaidimnevergoingtodowhatididlast

nightandpleasedon'ttelldadyouknowhow...

Zanele:that'syouaskingforforgiveness?Youwant

metolietomyhusband?

Kumkani:mamayouknowhowdadisgoingtobeif

hefindsoutthat...

Zanele:don'tyouthinkthatimighthavealreadytold



him?(Heswallowed)youwantmetoruinmy

marriagebecauseofyoubeingnaughty?

Kumkani:noma

Zanele:lookdownthereandtellmewhattheyare

doing

Kumkani:(did)theyarepreaparing

Zanele:for?

Kumkani:my21stbirthdaypartyandyour20th

anniversarycelebration

Zanele:thenyougooutthereandbombautomated

machinesKumkanidoyouknowthedignitythis

familynameholds?Imaginepeoplehearingthat

ZaneleJola'ssonhasbeenarrestedforbombingan

atm,amereatmKumkani?Don'tyouevertryto

embarassmelikethatdoyouhearme?

Kumkani:imsorrymomiwillneverdoitagain

Zanele:youwon'tbegettingyourallowanceforthe

nextmonthandyouwillbebathingbodiesatthe

funeralparlourforthatmonth

Kumkani:haiboma!?



Zanele:excuseme?(Heswallowed)ithoughtas

much.Youneedtolearntoworkforthemoneywe

giveyousoMondaymorningyouarereportingto

workdoyouhearme?

Kumkani:(softly)yebomama

Zanele:sir?

Kumkani:yebomama

Zanele:(smiled)that'smyboy.Nowgogetreadyto

celebrateson

Hesighedleavingwhileshesmiledputtingherfeet

uponthetablesippingonhertea.

AttheStation...

Thenewlieutenantcolonelmadehiswayinsideas

alltheofficerssalutedhim...



Molao:mynameisLieutenantcolonelMolaoand

wewillbeworkingtogetherfromnowonibelieve

yougotthememo

Officers:yessir

Molao:good.Asyouwere

Theywentbacktotheirpositionsashemadehis

waytoMasilela'sofficewhoquicklygotupand

saluted...

Molao:asyouwere

Masilela:(smiledsittingbackdown)goodmorning

lieutenantcolonelmynameisdetective...

Molao:Masilela,followmetomyoffice

HeturnedwalkingoutasMasilelaclearedhisthroat

andfollowedhim...



Molao:closethedoorbehindyou(hedid)Masilela

what'syourdutyhere?

Detective:tomakesurethateverycasechecksout

andmakingsurethateverycriminalistakenoutof

thestreetsofThembisa

Molao:thenwhathappenedlastnight?

Masilela:pardon?

Molao:thepeopleyouarrestedfortheatmbombing

thathappenedatthemall,whathappenedtothem?

MasilelaswallowedsniffingwhileMolaoraisedhis

eyebrowlookingathimwaitingforananswer.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Molao:imwaitingforananswerMasilela

Masilela:(scoffedsmiling)youknowwhatdetective

thingis...

Molao:Masilelaimnothereforfarfetchedstories

whathappenedtothepeopleyouarrestedthis

morning

Masilela:howdoyouknowaboutarrestswhenyou

arenewhere?

Molao:areyougoingtoquestionmenow?

Masilela:(swallowed)nosir

Molao:nowhat?

Masilela:nocolonel

Molao:imgoingtoaskyouforthelasttime

Masilelawhathappenedtothe7youngmenyou

arrestedthismorning?



Masilela:ihadthemreleased

Molao:why?

Masilela:becausetheyknewnothingaboutthe

bombing.Itwasjustagroupofdrunkboyswho

wereontheirwaybackhome

Molao:oh?

Masilela:yescolonel

Molao:areyousureaboutwhatyouaresaying?

Masilela:yescolonel

Molao:doyouknowwhatwillhappenshouldit

cometolightthatyouarelying?

Masilela:whywouldilietoyoucolonel?

Molao:isaidyouknowwhatwillhappenifit's

revealedthatyouarelyingright?

Masilela:yescolonel

Molao:goodnowiwantareportofallyourcases

rightthissecond

Masilela:butcolonelihaveto...



Molao:isaidnowdetective

Masilela:(clearedhisthroat)okcolonel

HewalkedoutwhileMolaoscoffedsittingdown.He

tookouthisproteinshakeandtookasipwaitingon

Masilela.AthisofficeDetectiveMasilelasighed

sittingdown...

Constable:everythingokDetective?

Masilela:wheredotheygetthisman?He'sabully

Constable:(chuckled)ifeellikethisstationisgoing

tobethebestinthewholeofGautengbecauseof

him.Ilikehisstature

Masilela:justbecausehe'sagiant.Focuson

gettingyourjobdoneandstopdroolingonaman

youwillneverhave

Constable:takewhatyouareaskedofandleaveme

alone

Masilela:(sighed)hewantsareportofallmycases



in5minutesandihaven'tevendoneanything

Constable:iwouldn'tbesurprisedifthisdayends

withyougiventheboot.Honestlyspeakingyou

havebeenslackingoflate

Masilela:don'tyoudareforgetthatimstillyour

superior

Constable:reportdetectivereport

Shelaughedleavingwhilehesighedandtookafew

fileswithhim.Hesighedstandinginfrontof

ColonelMolao'sdoorandopened...

Molao:ohthatwasfast

Masilela:thingissiriwasn'tyet...

Molao:iwantthatreportonmydeskbeforelunch

timeorelseyouwillkissyourbadgegoodbye

Masilela:ahbossbutyoucaughtmeoffguard

Molao:asanofficerofthelawyoushouldmake

surethatonceyoucloseoffacaseyoumakesure



it'scaptured.Iknowhowmanycasesyouhaven't

capturedMasilelaandifiwereyouiwouldn'tbe

standingtherenowbecausetimewaitsfornoman

Masilelasquinthiseyesandleftsighingwhile

Molao'sphonerang...

Molao:ColonelMolao?

Lady:siryourculpritwillbereadytoseeyouafter

lunch

Molao:(smiled)wonderful.Thankyousomuch(he

hungup)Masilela!?DetectiveMasilela!?

Masilela:Colonel?

Molao:telltheconstabletoclearherscheduleafter

lunchwehavesomewheretobe

Masilela:she'skindofbusyicancomewith

Molao:didn'tyouhearme?

Masilela:okColonel



HeleftwhileMolaoclickedhistongueshakinghis

headandstartedworking.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Zulubroughtthedrinkstothebedroomwhere

Nomayezawasdoinghermakeup...

Nomayeza:thankyoutata

Zulu:you'rewelcome.Doyoureallyhavetolooklike

this?Allthishardworkforwhat?

Nomayeza:it'smygrandson's21stbirthdayandmy

son's20thmarriageanniversarysoihavetolook

thisway.It'saveryimportantdayofmylife

Zulu:andalsomorethan20yearsstillrefusingto

dowhatihavebeenaskingyoutodo

Nomayeza:Zuluifiwanttomoveonialsohaveto

forgetabouteverythingthathasDumisani'sname



onit.HefailedusZuluwhywouldwewasteour

breathonsomeonewhoclearlydidn'tcareaboutus?

Zulu:whatifhewasmurdered?

Nomayeza:Zulucanyoupleasestopthis

Zulu:noNoma,wehavebeenavoidingthisforfar

toolongnow,ihavehonestlyrunoutofpatience

becausewearebeingledbysomeonewedon't

know

Nomayeza:whyisitanissueZulu?Areyounot

gettingyourreturns?

Zulu:that'sbesidesthepointNomaandyouknowit.

Evenifwearegettingfatbankbalancesfactiswe

deservetoknowthepersonbehindthewheel

Nomayeza:why?

Zulu:haiboNomareally?Forusknowingifwereally

aresafe

Nomayeza:menandtheirinsecuritiesjustbecause

itsawomanyouwanttotakeyourwholelifetrying

tofigureoutwhosheis.Ifitwasamanyouwould

havelongletitgo.Imeanthatwomanhastaken



thiscompanytogreaterheights.Itisnow

internationalsomethingDumisaniwouldn'thave

doneevenifwecouldbet

Zulu:yesDumshadhisshortfallsbuthealways

madesurethatwewereallsatisfied

Nomayeza:areyounotsatisfiednow?

Zulu:iwillneverbesatisfieduntiliseethat

woman'sfaceandknowhowshemanagedtoget

thecompanyfromDumisani.Forallweknowshe

mighthavekilledhim

Nomayeza:noDumisaniisnotdeadhewas

involvedinacrimeandsoldhiscompanyto

someonewhoknewwhathedid

Zulu:ifsothenwehavetodigdeeper

Nomayeza:allthebestwithdiggingdeeper

Zulu:wearetalkingaboutyourchildren'slegacy

here

Nomayeza:whatlegacy?Mychildrenandiarejust

finethankyouwedecidedtomoveonfromthatlife

andletthingsbe.Sopleaserespectourdecisionsif



youwanttolivepeacefullywithus

Zulu:ohoktheniwillstayoutofyourwaybutdon't

sayinevertoldyouso

Nomayeza:canyoupleasegogetreadyor

something,imhonestlyoverthisconversation

HescoffedgoingdownwhileNomayezasighedand

continuedwithhermakeup.AttheJola's,Zanele

shookherheadsmilingafterlisteninginonthe

conversation.Sheliftedherlongsummerdressa

bitandgotoutofthebedroomheadingdownbutas

shepassedherdaughter'sbedroomsheheard

somesobbing.Shefrownedlisteningonandthen

openedasshequicklywipedherfaceandthrew

somethinginthebinpressingherphone...

Zanele:andthen?(Shejustfocusedonherphone)

Mbaliimtalkingtoyou

Mbali:(smiled)ma?

Zanele:isthatatearonyourface?



Mbali:noma

Zanele:don'tyoudarethinkoflyingtomeMbali

Mbali:(chuckled)aomacomeon

Zanele:youreyesareredMbali

Mbali:youknowhowmyeyesgetsometimesma,i

needtofindmyglasses

Zanele:Mbaliwhat'sgoingon?

Mbali:geezmacanyoupleaseleavemealone?

Zanele:whoareyoutalkingtolikethat?

Mbali:nomayouarealwaysinourbusinessand

pleasedon'tyoudareactlikeyoucareaboutme

becauseyoudon't.Ifyouarenotatworkyouare

alwaysrunningaroundwithyourcriminalbut

perfectson(Zaneleslappedher)

Zanele:don'tyoudareMbali

Mbali:youseewhatimtalkingabout?Imieven

yourdaughterma?Huh?Becauseyouhavenever

beenthereforme.Theonlypersonwho'salways

beenthereformeistataasforyou...(lookedather



downup)idon'tknowwhattothinkofyouhonestly

Zanele:Mbaliimyourmother

Mbali:whenitsuitsyou.Tellme,whenwasthelast

timeyouthrewmeapartylikethis?

Zanele:whenyouwere16Mbali

Mbali:butKumkanigetsanextravagantpartyyear

inandyearout

Zanele:Mbaliareyougoingtotellmewhyyouare

cryingoryouaregoingtostandthereandwhine

likean8yearold?

Mbali:thisisexactlywhatimtalkingabout.Your

sonwillalwayscomefirsttoyou

Zanele:excuseme?

Mbali:forgetit(shewalkedout)

Zanele:Mbalicomebackhere,Mba...(sheslammed

herbedroomdoor)wow

Mbalirandownthestairsgoingoutsidewhileinthe

bedroomZanelesighedlookingaroundher



bedroom...

Zanele:havekidstheysaid.Ifoneisnotbeing

arrestedoneisactinglikeaspoiltbrat

Shesaidclickinghertongueandwenttothedust

binsearchingit.Herheartdroppedasshecameout

withapregnancytestingstick.Sheswallowed

lookingatthetwolinesandscoffedsittingdown...

Zanele:what?Sothislittlegirlispregnant?

Anotificationcameinherlaptopasshepresseda

buttonandhereyeslandedonMbali'sresults.Her

heartracedmoreasshewentdownwiththemand

swallowed...

Zanele:nodistinctionoratleastapassallofthem

afail.(Sighed)howcanthischilddothistome.Not



onlydoesshefallpregnantshefailsherfirstyearof

varsityafterweputsomuchmoneyonher.Nothis

isunacceptable

Sheclickedhertongueandsenttheresultstoher

emailandtookthepregnancytestingstickgoing

backtoherroom.

AtBulldozer'shouse...

HewhistledbuttoninghisshirtwhileZozskicame

outofthebathroominatowel...

Bulldozer:youneedtobequickbro

Zozski:whydowehavetogothere.Youknowi

havebeenavoidingtobearoundthiswomanforthe

longestoftime

Bulldozer:Zozskithiswomanpaysyourbillsbruh

thelittleyoucandoistorespectandhonourher.



It'sbeenmorethan20yearssincewedidanything

badsoyoushouldbeoverthatissue

Zozski:ohsoy'allknowthatwhatwedidwasbad?

Bulldozer:whatisitZozskiyouwannaquit?You

canifyouwanttothere'snoonestandingagainst

you.Imeanwhowouldforceamanyouragetodo

whathe'snotcomfortablewith?

Zozski:ineversaidiwantedtoquit

Bulldozer:thenstartactingright.Lifehasbeen

amazingforthepastyearssopleaseyoubetternot

ruinanythingwhenwegetthere

Zozski:soishouldsmilewithpeopleknowingwhat

ihavedonetotheirfather?

Bulldozer:youknowwhatmaybeyoushouldjust

stayhomethenexplaintomadamwhyyoudidn't

honourherinvite

Zozski:youtwoaretoxic

Bulldozer:yougetpaidfortoleratingourtoxicityso

hurryandfinishup

Zozski:sowheredidyougotolastnight?



Bulldozer:ihadtoattendtosomething

Zozski:wereyoucalledtocomeandburyanother

body?

Bulldozer:areyoucrazy?

Zozski:it'sjustasimplequestion

Bulldozer:madamcalledmetogosorthissonout

Zozski:why?Didshekillherownchildnow?

Bulldozer:areyounutsZozski?Onethingyou

shouldknowaboutmadamisthatshewoulddo

anythingforherfamilysoshouldshehearyousay

suchthingsaboutheruzonya.Literally

Zozski:sowhydidyouhavetosorthersonout?

Bulldozer:that'snoneofyourbusinessfinish

gettingready

Zozski:andwhywouldshecallyoualone?Areyou

sleepingwithMrsJolaBulldozer?

Bulldozer:what!?Howcanisleepwithmyown

bosswhenshe'smarried?Shecalledmealone

becausesheknowshowsissyyoucanbe



Zozski:stopcallingmesissysndyoubetterbe

tellingthetruth

Bulldozer:stopspeakingnonsenseandfinishup

Heclickedhistongueandleftthebedroomwhile

Zozskilookedathimshakinghishead.

THATAFTERNOON

AttheJola's...

Everythinglookedamazingwithblackandwhite

coloursallover.Ablacktieeventitwasaseveryone

respectedthetheme...

Bongani:(kissedZanele'scheek)youlookamazing

love

Zanele:(smiledputtingonherearrings)thankyou



love.Youlookamazingaswell.Isyourfamilyhere?

Bongani:Nomvulasaidtheywillbehereany

moment

Zanele:okgood.Wearejustwaitingonthemthen

wecommence.Haveyouseenhowdapperyour

sonlooks?

Bongani:yeahhelooksamazingandMbalitoo

Zanele:where'sSbuandhiswife?

Bongani:theyareoutsideentertainingtheguests.

Babewhydoyoualwaysbrushmeoffwhenim

tryingtocomplementMbali?

Zanele:hawubabeithought...(aknockcame

through)comein

Zino:thefamilyishere

Zanele:ok,let'sgolove

BonganiledthewayoutasZanelepulledZinoto

theback...



Zanele:ihopeeverythingwillgoasplannedidon't

wantanydrama

Zino:don'tworrymadam.Everythingwillgoas

plannedimadesureallthecamerasareworking

andthatthesecurityisbeefedup

Zanele:good.You'vealwayshadmybackyouknow

TheychuckledgoingdownasNomayezaululated

whileZanelehookedherarmaroundherhusband's

arm...

Zanele:helloma

Nomayeza:mybeautifulbabies,happy20th

marriageanniversary

Both:thankyouma(theyhugged)

Nomvula:igotyoualittlesomethingguys.Happy

20thanniversary

Zanele:(smiled)awwthankyoumylove.Youhave

alwaysspoiledus(theychuckled)



Nomvula:that'sbecauseyouhavealwaysbeen

goodtomybrotherandus

Zanele:that'swhatfamilyisfor

Nomayeza:youseewhyiloveher.Anyway,i

believeyoutwohaven'tmetbefore,mylovethisis

MrZulu(smiled)agoodfriendofmine,Zuluthisis

ZaneleJolamybeautifuldaughterinlaw

Zanele:(smiledlookingstraightinhiseyes)helloMr

Zulu,welcometomyabode

Zulu:(smiled)thepleasureisallmineMrsJola.I

shouldsayyouhavepiercingeyesyoh(they

laughed)

Bongani:that'smywifeforyoushe'salookerthis

one

Zulu:icantellhey.Youcanletgoofmyhandnow

miss

Zanele:(chuckled)ohmybadjustthatimasking

myselfalotofquestionsyouknow

Nomayeza:don'tgetsillynowZanelehawu

Zanele:(laughed)noimnotit'sjustthatimhappy



thatmamaisfinaly...

Nombulelo:whatdoesonehavetodotoget

somethingtodrinkhere?

Nomvula:Leloplease

Nombulelo:whatnow?Iwasjustaskingwhatdoes

onehavetodotogetadrinkhere

Bongani:okladiesnowisnotthetimeplease

Zanele:(smiling)letmeshowyouwhereyoucan

getadrink

Bongani:noloveweneedto...

Zanele:itsokhoneywewillfindyouguysoutside

Bongani:ohokthen

Hetookhismother,littlesisterandZuluoutwith

himwhileZanelesighedlookingatNombulelo...

Nombulelo:mydrinkplease

Zanele:youhonestlyneedtocutdownyourattitude



becauseit'swhatclosingdoorsforyou

Nombulelo:andyouare?

Zanele:justasisteradvicinganother

Nombulelo:(scoffed)you?Mysister?Itwouldrain

pigletsitellyou.Ihaveenoughsistersinmylifeall

youwilleverbeismybrother'stailthat'sallyouwill

everbeandican'tbelieveheactuallyputupwith

someonelikeyouforthislong.Bonganicouldhave

honestlydonebetteryouknowbutheywhatcanwe

say.Menalwayspickwhateverthingtheyseeinthe

streetsnowifyouwouldexcusemeiwouldliketo

getsomethingtodrink

Zanele:evenaftersomanyyears?

Nombulelo:evenaftersomanyyearsZanele.Iwill

neverlikeyouandiwillalwaysadressyouas

ZaneleMsomibecausethat'sexactlywhoyouare.

Youdon'tdeservemyfather'sname

Zanelewantedtosayitbutsheheldbackand

smiledinsteadwhileNombulelolookedatherfrom



downupandclickedhertonguegoingoutside...

Zanele:nxnxnxnxpatheticidiotforagrownass

woman.Ifonlyyouknew(scoffed)Anyway

Shesighedsmilingandfollowedheroutasthey

joinedeveryone.

AttheHospital...

ColonelMolaoandtheconstablemadetheirwayin

themalewardastheyoungmanswallowedsitting

up...

Molao:nonorelaxmyboycalmdown

Guy:alliwantistoseemygrandmother.Imthe

onlyonetheyrelyonathome.

Molao:calmdown.MynameisColonelMolaoand



imwithmyconstablehere.Weareheretomake

surethatyougohometoyourgrandmotherand

siblingsfitok

Guy:ok

Molao:allyouneedtodoistellmethetruthand

everythingwillbeok

Guy:ok

Constable:telluswhowasbehindtheideaofyou

goingtobombanatm

Guy:(swallowed)areyouseriousthatiwon'tbe

namedamongstthosepeople?

Constable:youhaveourword

Guy:ok(clearedhisthroat)itwasKumkaniJola

Molao:whoishe?

Guy:afriendofourshelivesinWaterfall,Midrand

buthangsaroundwithusinThembisamostofthe

time

Molao:sohe'sfromarichfamily?

Guy:yes.Hismotherisawellknownrichbusiness



woman

Molao:doyouknowhername?

Guy:yessir.ZaneleJola

Molao:ok.Doyouperhapsknowhisaddress?

Guy:yessir(hewroteitdownforthem)

Molao:thankyousomuchweneedcitizenslikeyou

inthiscountry

Guy:youaresureiwon'tgetintotroubleright?

Molao:hundredpercentmyboy.Yoursafetyismy

priorityfromhereon.Constablelet'sgo

Constable:suremyboy.Youwillbefineok

Guy:thankyou

Theyleftasheclosedhiseyesandheavedahuge

sigh.

BackattheJola's...



EveryonelaughedasKumkanifinishedhisspeech

andhuggedhisparents...

Mc:thankyousomuchmyboy.Youarenowa

grownmansoyouneedtoliveuptothose

promisesyoujustmadeok(Kumkaninodded

smiling)good.Nowladiesandgentlementhelady

ofthemomentZaneleJola

EveryoneclappedcheeringexceptforNombulelo

andMbaliwhorolledtheireyes...

Nomayeza:comeonLeloatleastpretendtobe

happy

Nombulelo:imbadatthat

Zanele:thankyouallsomuch,thankyou(sighed

smiling)ithonestlyhasn'tbeenaneasyroadbut

hereweare,20yearslaterhubbyand21yearslater

withmyhandsomebabyboy(theychuckled)he

doesn'tlikeitwhenicallhimababybuttomehe



willalwaysbe.Verynaughtybutmyloveforyouwill

neverfade

Kumkani:iknowmomthankyou

Zanele:andtooyouhubby(sighed)idon'tknow

wheretostartbutwhatiknowisthatwehave

grownfromstrengthtostrengthyearinandyear

out.Itisnotbymightorpowerbutbythegraceof

theLordthatweareheretodaymylove.Two

decadeslatercanyoubelieveit(everyonechuckled)

yougavemetwobeautifulchildren,anamazing

motherinlawandtwoamazingsistersinlawi

couldneveraskformuch(theywavedexceptfor

Nombulelo)justasipromisedyou20yearsagomy

loveistillpromiseyoueventodaythatiwillalways

honouryouandrespectyouasmyhusband.Iknow

icanbeaheadachesometimesbutyoualways

managedtolookthroughthatandlovemeforwhoi

am.Imawarethatmostpeoplesaid"theirmarriage

won'tlastbecauseshemakesalotofmoneythan

him"noladiesit'sneveraboutmoneyorhow

independentyouareit'sallaboutrespect,patience,

supportandmostimportantlylove.Materialthings



alwayscomesecondwelltomebecausethere's

nothingivaluelikefamily.Trustmeifitwere

possibleformetoruneverycompanyintheworldi

wouldbutonethingiknowforsureisthatmy

husbandwouldalwayscomebeforeanything.Ilove

youMrJolaandhere'stomanymoreyearsofus

together

Bongani:iloveyoutoobabeandthankyoufor

alwaysputtingmeandourchildrenfirstaswellas

ourextendedfamily,mamaTiloveyoumore

Thembeka:iloveyoumoremyson

Zanele:thankyouallletuseat,drinkandparty.

Woooooah!

Everyonelaughedasthedjpumpedupthemusic.

Sheandherhusbandkissedasoneoftheguards

cametotheirtable...

Man:ma'ammayyoupleasecomewithme

Zanele:(frowned)iseverythingok?



Man:there'samanoutsidehesayshisnameis...

Molao:ColonelMolao.Gooddayeveryonesorryto

disturbyoulikethis

Zanele:(frowned)whatcanwedoforyousir?

Man:siritoldyoutowaitatthegate

Molao:ihavealotonmyplatemyboytobewaiting

atotherpeople'sgates.Ma'amimhereforyourson?

Bongani:(confused)huh?

Zanele:(chuckled)officeryoumustbeconfused

Molao:imacolonel,noimnotconfused(tookout

hishandcuffs)KumkaniJolayouhavebeen

arrestedforbombinganatmearlierthismorning

All:what!?

Zanele:noyouaremistaken

Molao:anythingyousaywillbeusedagainstyouin

thecourtoflaw.Youhavetherighttoalawyerand

ifyoucan'taffordonethestateshallprovide

Kumkani:sir,ma,ouchyouarehurtingme!



Bongani:sirmysonwashomesleepingwhatdo

youmean!?

Molao:(pushinghimout)youallhaveanamazing

party

Zanele:don'tpushmychildlikethatyouexcusefor

aman!

Kumkani:mamadosomething!Ouch!

Bongani:babewhat'sgoingon?

Zanele:imrightbehindyoumyson!Babecallmy

lawyer.Where'smy...ohhere

Shesaidgrabbingherbagandliftedherdress

runningtohersportscarinstilettoswhileeveryone

lookedon...

Zanele:honeycallthelawyernow!

Shesaidsteppingontheacceleratorfollowingthe

policevanwhileNombulelosmileddowningher



glassofchampagne...

Nombulelo: hadibossodikenawenaosutemo

tseleng,osutemotseleng (whistled)djpumpup

someMakhadzithere

Hewastednosecondanddidasshesaidwhile

Bonganiworriedlytriedtogetholdoftheirlawyer

headingtothehouse.

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:06] :ZANELE

05



MrsJolachangedgearsandwenttohercontacts

onthecarmonitoranddialedDetectiveMasilela...

Masilela:MrsJ

Zanele:MrsJmyfootwhatisgoingon?

Masilela:imdoingmyreportonasaturdaywhile

everyone...

Zanele:stopbeinganidiot,whyismysonarrested?

Masilela:what!?

Zanele:there'sastupidgiantmanwhojustarrested

mysonimbehindthepolicevanrightnow

Masilela:theremustbeamistake

Zanele:there'snomistakeMasilelahesaidmyson

hasbeenarrestedforbombinganatm.Ithought

youtookcareofeverything

Masilela:idid...flip!

Zanele:whatisit?

Masilela:therewasonewhowasshotsoithinkhe



gottohim

Zanele:iaskedyoutotakecareofeveryoneofthem

Masilelaandmakesurenoneofthemtalks!

Masilela:don'tshoutatme.Ididbuticouldn'tgetto

himbecausehewasstillunconsciousashelosta

lotofblood

Zanele:imgoingtoshoutatyoubecauseyou

slippedupdammit!Whichhospitalisheat?

Masilela:Bara,butimsurethisidiothassecurityall

overhisroom

Zanele:whichsecuritysystemhaveinever

surpassed?Youknowyoucanbeannoying

sometimesyoushouldmakeupforthis

Masilela:how?

Zanele:youwillknowhowwhatiknowisthatmy

sonisnotgoingtoprisonthat'sit

SheclickedhertonguehangingupanddialedZino

astheydroveintothestation...



Zino:madam?

Zanele:hasMrJolacalledourlawyer?

Zino:yesma'amhe'sonthephoneaswespeak

Zanele:good.Ihaveanassingmentforyouandi

needyoutobeasquickasyoucanbe

Zino:ok?

Zanele:there'sayoungboywhohasbeenshot,his

roomisguardedbyofficersineedyoutotakecare

ofhim

Zino:consideritdonema'am

Zanele:good.Rememberbeasquickasyoucan

Zino:noted

TheyhungupasZinothoughtforafewseconds

andtookhercarkeysmakingacallwhileatthe

stationZanelesighedandgotoffhercarmaking

herwayinsidestillinherdesignerdressandhigh

heels...



Bongani:thankyou,pleasebequick(hehungup)

Zeewhereareyouoffto?

Zino:there'ssomethingineedtotakecareofiwon't

belong

Bongani:ohok

Hesighedlookingoutsidewitheveryonehavinga

goodtime.Hewenttothekitchenanddrankaglass

ofwaterashismotherandsistercamein...

Nomayeza:Bobo?Bo...ohmysoncomehere.

(Huggedhim)don'tworrymyloveKKwillbeout

todayiknowZanelewillmakesureofthat

Bongani:mysonbombinganatm?Canneverbe

himmomthesepeoplejustdon'twanttoseeus

happy.

Nomvula:hewillbeoutbro.It'sjustamistakeor

maybeit'ssomeoneheoweswhowantstogetback

athim



Bongani:Kumkanilacksnothingforhimtogoout

thereandmakedebtssisheknowsthatwhatever

heneedsweprovidewithouteventhinkingtwice

Nomayeza:thenyoushouldn'tworrymyloveitrust

yourwifetomakesurethatshecomesbackhome

withhim

Bongani:butthisisbadforourbusinessesmom.

Wehavebeenavoidingscandalsforthepastyears

andalotofrivalshavebeenwaitingonasmallslip

upsotheyaredefinitelygoingtousethistotryand

getbackatus

Nomayeza:youknowhowitwaswithyourdadbut

wehavealwayslearnedtokeeptoourtruthright?

Yes,sothat'syourtruth,youknowyourchildbetter

thananyonesothere'snohowhewoulddowhat

theyareaccusinghimof

Nombulelo:whatmakesyouthinkso?Ofcoursehe

didit.Can'tyouseethatboyisalowlifecriminal?

WholivesinWaterfallandhangsoutwithcrews

fromThembisa?Really?

Bongani:Nombulelonotnowplease



Nombulelo:andiknowwhohegotthecriminal

genefrom,hismother(sheburstintolaughter)

Bongani:mompleasetalktoyourdaughter

Nomayeza:okLelonowisnotthetimeplease.For

oncecanyoupleasestopbeingthepersonyouare?

Weknowyouarestillscornedmychildbutyou

needtomoveonliketherestofus

Nombulelo:imnotscornedimlividmom.Firstit

wasdadleavingusnowthiswitchstoleourbrother

fromus

Nomvula:uncgilile(youaredrunk)

Nombulelo:veleimdrunkwhodrinksanddoesn't

getdrunk?Ungadiphapheliapha(don'tcomeatme

likethat)youbootlicker(clickedhertongue)lookat

thehouseshe'slivingin,allmybrother'smoney

Bongani:Nombuleloimgoingtoaskyouforthelast

timetostopdisrespectingmywifelikethatplease.

Thisisthewomanilovewhat'swrongwithyou?

Howwouldyoufeelifitreatedyourboyfriendlike

that?



Nomvula:shewilldieadryfruitthisone

Nombulelo:excuseme?Nomvuladidyoujustinsult

me?

Nomvula:ihonestlydon'thavetimeforthismomim

goingoutside

Nombulelo:yesthat'sbecauseyouwanttobeseen

astheperfectsisterinlaw.Keepgoinglikethatyou

willfindyourselfindeepshitandiwon'tbethereto

helpyou

Bongani:Nombulelo!(Hegrabbedherbytheneck)

Nomayeza:haiboBobo!Stopitplease!

Nombulelo:qubekamntakabawo,ndi'bethe(goon

mybrother,hitme)forhavinganopinionaboutthat

snakeofyoursfactremainsshe's...

Bongani:bloodyshit!

Hesaidpushingherawayandletgoofhergoingup

whileshecoughedmassagingherneck...



Nomvula:browait(shesaidrunningafterhim)

Nomayeza:whatiswrongwithyou?

Nombulelo:uyabonamandithiumloyilelomfazi,

ndishokanje(youseewhatimeanwhenisayshe

hasbewitchedhim)whostranglestheirsisterlike

this

Nomayeza:youneedhelphonestly

Sheclickedhertonguefollowingherkidsupwhile

Nombulelolookedatheremptyglassandsighed...

Nombulelo:mxm

Mbali:iseverythingokaunty?

Nombulelo:(smiled)mygirl.Yesbabyeverythingis

good.Ineedsomethingstrongerthischampagneis

nothittingtherightspots

Mbali:(smiled)iknowexactlywhereshekeepsher

oldestandfinestwhiskeysfollowme

Nombulelo:thisiswhyiloveyousomuch



Theychuckledheadingdownthebasementwhile

everyoneoutsidepartiedthedramaawaywiththe

djpumpingupsomegoodmusic.

InThembisa...

Molao:(hitthedesk)iaskedyouaquestion!

Zanele:isaidopenthisdoor!

Molao:(sighed)doyouwanttobethrowninacell

too?

Constable:ma'ampleasewaitatthewaitingarea

Zanele:idareyoutoputyourfilthyfingersonmeok!

Molao:Constableisaidtakethatwomanoutofhere

Zanele:imnotgoinganywherewithoutmyson

Constable:ma'amyouheardcolonel

Zanele:ibelieveheheardmetoosopleasestop

wastingyourtimeandgocertifycopiesor



somethingbecauseimnotmoving

Constable:oknowyouare...

Mgqobi:goodafternoon

Zanele:(sighed)thankGodyouarehere.Ourlawyer

isheresoopenup

Molao:(clearedhisthroat)openforthemconstable

(shedid)

Zanele:nowgodowhatyouarehiredtodoand

stoptryingtoimpresssomeonewhodoesn'tcare

aboutyou

Sheclickedhertongueastheconstableclosedthe

doorandscoffedshakingherheadgoingbackto

heroffice...

Mgqobi:GoodafternoondetectiveimMgqobi

Nxumalothisyoungman'slegalrepresentative

Molao:imnotadetectiveimacolonel.Colonel

Molao



Mgqobi:ohmybadbutigotitnow.Solet'sget

downtoit.Whyismyclientinyourpremisesandin

cuffssir?

Molao:hehasbeenarrestedforbombinganatm

Mgqobi:ohisee.Didhedoitalonethat'sifhedidit?

Molao:nohedidn'tweareyettorearrestthewhole

troupe.Myteamisactuallyouttherelookingfor

them

Mgqobi:lookingforthem?(Scoffed)nodetectiveif

youarecertainthatitsnotjusthimthenthere'sno

howyoucankeephimherewithouttheothersand

yousaidrearrest,whathappened?

Molao:theywerereleased

Mgqobi:onwhatgrounds?

Molao:thedetectivewhoarrestedthemsaidthey

werejustabunchofdrunkboys

Mgqobi:werethereanydrunktestsdone?

Molao:no

Mgqobi:isthereanyfootagethatshowsthatit's



them?

Molao:no

Mgqobi:soyoudidn'taskforthefootagefrom

wherethisatmwasbombed?

Molao:ididbutitshowsnothing

Mgqobi:sowhatmakesyouthinkthisyoungmanis

responsileforthebombing?

Molao:becausewehaveawitness

Mgqobi:withwhatproof?

Molao:hisword

Mgqobi:awordofmouth.Colonelyouknowhow

thatworksright?

Molao:iknowbutourwitnessiscertainaboutwhat

hesaw

Mgqobi:ishepartofthetroupeperhaps?

Molao:(clearedhisthroat)no

Mgqobi:thenwhatmakesyouthinkhehasnobone

topickwiththisyoungman?



Molao:thingis...

Constable:sorrytodisturbcolonelbutiwantedto

tellyouthatourteamjustarrivedbackandtheysay

theydidn'tfindtheboys

Molao:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Constable:theboysDetectiveMasilelaarrested

earlierthismorningarenowheretobefoundsir.

TheysearchedthewholeofThembisabutnothing

Molao:(sighed)ok

Mgqobi:nowcanyoureleasemyclient

Molao:(swallowed)MrJolayouhavebeenreleased

butjustknowthatiwillbekeepingmyeyeonyou

Zanele:don'tthreatenmychildlikethat.Howdo

youexpecthimtolivehislifeknowingthereare

bullieslikeyoueyeinghim?Youknowthat's

unlawfulandiwillhaveyourlittlepositionrevoked

Molao:justleave

Mgqobi:thankyouforyourtimelet'sgo



Heuncuffedhimastheywalkedoutwhilehesaton

thedeskwiththeconstablejoininghim...

Constable:what'sgoingoninyourmindcolonel?

Molao:imdefinitelygoingtokeepaneyeonthis

family.Weneedtofindtherestoftheboysand

makesurethatboyissafeatthehospital.You

madesuretotelltheguardstonotletanyonethey

don'tknowinhisroomright

Constable:yessir

Molao:goodwhenwillhebereleased?

Constable:tomorrow

Molao:good.Thatboyisourtickettomakingsure

wehavethisyoungmanbehindbars

Constable:yeah.Whatdoyouthinkofhismother

though?

Molao:whatiknowforsureisthatshecan'tbe

trusted



Hetookhispadandrecordingdeviceastheyleft

theinterrogationroom.

BackattheJola's...

Zulufixedhimselfanotherglassofwhiskeyand

frownedspottingBulldozerandZozskidancingin

thecrowd.HewenttothemandtappedBulldozer

onthebackasheturnedsmiling...

Bulldozer:sir?

Zulu:mayihaveawordwithyou?

Bulldozer:noproblem(theysteppedaway)what

canidoforyousir?

Zulu:aren'tyouanemployeeatLeeTrucking?

Bulldozer:iamsirwhy?

Zulu:(smiled)youdon'tknowmebutimoneofthe

shareholdersthere



Bulldozer:(tookasipofhisdrink)ohisee

Zulu:yes.Sowhodoyouknowhere?

Bulldozer:(chuckled)youarewhoagain?

Zulu:Zulu,MrZuluihavebeenashareholdersince

thebirthofthiscompany.

Bulldozer:ohMrZuluok(tookanothersip)howdo

youknowthestaffaren'tshareholderssupposedto

onlylookoutfortheirpockets?

Zulu:wellimashareholderthatlovesbeinghands

on.Sowhodoyouknowherebecauseiseeno

otheremployeeherebutyouandyourfriend?

Bulldozer:well...

Thembeka:(smiled)soniseverythingok?

Zulu:ohhi

Bulldozer:ohyesmaallisgood

Zulu:yesiwasjustaskinghimwhoheknowhere

sinceihaveseenhimatLeeTruckingMrsMsomi

Thembeka:(chuckled)ohhe'smynephew.My

sister'schild



Bulldozer:(chuckled)yes.Yohmakaziishouldsay

thispartyisamazing

Thembeka:uyamaziumzalawakho(youknowyour

cousin)shelovesgoingallout

Bulldozer:indeedhey(theychuckled)

Thembeka:ihopeweansweredyousir?

Zulu:yeahnoit'scool.Thanks

Hewalkedawayandfrownedturningtothemand

thenscoffedwalkingawayshakinghishead...

Bulldozer:damnthatwasaclosecall

Thembeka:(sippedherdrink)ihavebeentelling

Zaneletogetridofthisman.He'sapest

Bulldozer:iknowright.Idon'tknowwhatiwould

havedoneifyoudidn'tcomehere

Thembeka:learntothinkonyourtoesmyboyand

keepacloseeyeonZozskibecauseshouldheget

tohimhe'sgoingtosqueal



Bulldozer:don'tworrywewillbeleavingsoon

Thembeka:good

Shesoftlysqueezedhisshoulderandwalkedaway

whileatadistanceZuludancedwithNomayeza

whilekeepinghiseyeonBulldozer...

Nomayeza:what'sdestructingyou.Comeonnow

Zulu:(chuckled)it'snothing

Theylaugheddancingasthegateopenedwith

Zaneledrivingin.Kumkanigotofffollowedbyhis

motherastheywentstraightintothehousewhere

theyfoundNombulelooutonthecouchwhile

Nomvulatriedtowakeherup...

Nomvula:ohyouguysareback

Zanele:yeaheverythingokthere?



Nomvula:shejustblackedout

Zanele:(scoffed)wowsoearly.Where'syour

brother?

Nomvula:inyourbedroom

Zanele:ok

Nomvula:canwetalk?

Zanele:nottodaymyloveyoucancomeover

tomorrowijustwanttobathandchange

Nomvula:ohoknoproblem

Zanele:areyougoingtopartyorchangefirstKK?

Kumkani:changefirstialsoneedtobath

TheywentupwhileNomvulagaveuponhersister

andwentoutside...

Zanele:(sighed)heylove

Bongani:pleasetellmeyouareherewithKK?

Zanele:yesbut...



Bongani:goodletmego...

Zanele:ng-ngwaitlovemyboyistraumatisedso

let'sjustlethimbefornowyouwilltalktohim

tomorrow.Allheneedsisabathandadistraction.

Thosepeopleruinedmyson'sdayandit'sgoingto

livewithhimfortherestofhislife

Bongani:(sighed)ok.Ijustranyouabathimgoing

tojoineveryoneoutside.Youwillcomeright?

Zanele:yesbabeiwill

Bongani:thankyoufortakingcareofus

Zanele:that'sonethingiwillneverstopdoing.Ilove

youguys

Shekissedhimashehelpedheroutofherdress

andwentintothebathroomwhilehejoinedthe

partyoutside.Inhisbedroom,Kumkaniclickedhis

tonguetakingoffhisclothesasMbaliwentin...

Kumkani:andthen?



Mbali:youdiditright?Andyourdearestmotherwas

theretobailyououtlikealways

Kumkani:idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Mbali:what'swrongwithyouKumkani?Doyou

forgetthatigrewupwithyou?Iknowthisgoodboy

actisnothingbutthat,anact

Kumkani:Mbaligetoutofmyroom

Mbali:whyareyouthisperson?Whydoyoualways

gooutofyourwaytoembarassthisfamily?

Kumkani:Mbaliididnothingthatmanaccusedme

ofok?

Mbali:KumkaniiknowyouhangoutinThembisa

Kumkani:so?

Mbali:that'swherelowlifethugsareandiknow

youtakedrugs

Kumkani:oknowyoubettershutyourmouth

Mbali:orwhat?

Kumkani:Mbalileave



Mbali:youbettertellthetruthorelseimgoingtotell

dadthatyouaretakingdrugsandyouknowhowhe

feelsaboutthat

Kumkani:youwouldn'tdare

Mbali:trustmeiwould.Imhonestlytiredofyou

lyingtoourparentsmakingthemthinkyouarean

innocentchildwhileyouarenothingbutawolfin

sheepskin.Imtiredofyoumakingourmother

shieldyouallthetimebecauseyouhave

manipulatedherintothinkingthatyouarethis

perfectchild.Imtired!

Kumkani:Mbali!?

SheslammedthedoorleavingasKumkanihitthe

bedsittingdownandsighed...

Kumkani:noshewouldn't,shewouldn'tdare

Heclickedhistongueandwentintohisbathroom.



AttheHospital...

Theyoungmansmiledashisgrandmotherandtwo

siblingswentinhisroom...

Guy:himama

Granny:myboyhowareyoudoing?

Guy:imgoodmamathedoctorssayiwillbehome

tomorrow

Granny:okwebroughtyousomefruits

Guy:awwthankyoumama

Granny:(sighedsittingdown)myboydoyousee

thatthislifedoesn'thaveanygoodresults?

Guy:yesmamathatiswhyihavedecidedtotellthe

policethewholetruth

Granny:that'smyboy.Ihavespokentoyourauntin

Capetownshesaysthatassoonasyouare



completelyhealedyouwillgetonthefirstflightto

theresothatyoucanstartanewlife

Guy:whataboutyouguysmama?

Granny:wewillbefinemyboy.Shehasfinally

foundajobsoshewillbeabletotakecareofus

andpayforyourschoolfees

Guy:ohokthat'sgreatnewsthen.Ican'twaittogo

there

Granny:yeahneh.Anywaywewantedtocomesee

howyouaredoingwearegoingbackhomebefore

thetaxisfinish

Guy:okmakhulu.Begoodokboys

Both:yebobhuti(yesbrother)

Granny:bye

Theysmiledleavingashesighedopeningthefruit

basket.Hetookanorangeandpeeleditthenateup.

Helimpedtothebasinandwashedhishandsthen

wentbackintobed.2minutesinhestartedfeeling

drowsyasheyawnedandfoughttokeephiseyes



open.Hecheckedthetimeanditwasstilltooearly

forhimtobefeelingsleepy.Themorehefoughtto

stayupthemorehefeltsleepyandfinallygavein

slowlyclosinghiseyes.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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ColonelMolaoparkedhiscarintheHospital

parkingandwentinsideaskingforthedoctorwho

calledhim.Heheadeddowntohisofficeand



knockedashewelcomedhimin...

Dr:goodmorningcolonelpleasesitdown

Molao:thankyou.YoucalledDoctor

Dr:(sighed)yescolonelsomethinghappened

Molao:what?Pleasedon'ttellmetheyoungboy

fleed

Dr:nohedidn'tbuthe'snomore

Molao:huh?

Dr:theyoungmanhaspassedonsir

Molao:(frowned)wait,how?

Dr:hewasfounddeadbythedoctorwhowason

theshiftlastnight

Molao:whatexactlyhappenedDr?

Dr:iranbloodtestssowearestillwaitingforthe

resultsbuteverythingwasokwithhim.Therewas

nointernalbleedingoranything

Molao:didhevomitorwhat?



Dr:nosirhejustdiedinhissleep

Molao:(sighedrubbinghisface)thisisjustnoton

Dr:imsosorry

Molao:didanyonevisithim?

Dr:onlyhisgrandmotherandtwosiblingscolonel

Molao:areyousure?

Dr:yesweevencheckedthecctvfootagetheonly

peoplethatvisitedhimarethose

Molao:(sighed)okdoctorthankyoufortheupdate.

Didyoutellthegrandmother?

Dr:yesisenttwonursestogobreakthenewsto

them

Molao:okthankyouoncemore

Dr:noproblem

TheyshookhandsasMolaowentbacktohiscar

verydisappointed.Hesighedthrowinghisheadon

theheadrestandhitthesteeringwheel...



Molao:flipman!(Heclickedhistongueanddialed

theconstable)

Constable:Colonel?

Molao:constableimatthehospitalandtheyjust

toldmethattheyoungmanisdead

Constable:what!?

Molao:yes

Constable:how?

Molao:baitsehejustdiedinhissleepbuthehas

ransomebloodtestssohe'swaitingontheresults

maybetheywilltellhimwhatreallyhappened

Constable:whovisitedhim?

Molao:hisgrandmotherandtwosiblings

Constable:aretheysure?

Molao:yesheevencheckedthecctvfootagealso

theguardsideployedconfirmedso

Constable:wowsowehavenothingnow?



Molao:yougotthatright

Constable:butthisgoestoshowthatthere's

definitelysomeonetryingtocoverupsomething

that'sifhedidn'tdieanaturaldeath

Molao:youareontosomethingthere.Let'swaitfor

theresultsandtakeitfromthere

Constable:inthemeantimewedon'tgetoureyes

offtheJola's

Molao:never,butyouthinktheycouldbebehindit?

Constable:thatwomanstrikesmeassomeonewho

woulddoanythingtoprotectwhat'sherssoifthis

boywassomehowpoisonedtheyaredefinitely

behinditallweneedistofindsolidproof

Molao:(smiled)thisiswhyiloveworkingwith

intelligentofficers.Weshalldothatconstable

Constable:(smiled)yescolonel

Molao:haveagreatSunday

Constable:iwanttocook7coloursbutimallalone

doyoumindcomingoverforlunch?



Molao:ihavenothingtodotodaysoiwilldefinitely

showup

Constable:(smiled)awesome.Bye

Molao:byeconstable

TheyhungupasConstablepunchedtheair

celebratingwhileinhiscarMolaothoughtfully

smiledplayingwithhisphone...

Molao:ZaneleJola,whoexactlyareyou?

Hescoffedandstartedhiscardrivingout.

AttheJola's...

Thehousehelperputthelastdishonthetableand

wenttoattendtothelaundryasthefamilytooktheir

seatsaroundthetable...



Bongani:wecan'teatwithoutyourmother.

Mbali:butimstarvingdad

Bongani:waitMbali,love!?Foodisready?

Zanele:(comingdown)imherelove

Bongani:wearestarvinghere

Zanele:ohcomeon.(Smiled)Goodmorningkids.

It'sabeautifuldayoutsideisn'tit?

Kumkani:morningma

Mbali:morning

Bongani:yesloveitisandyoulookradiantwhatdid

youbathwithtoday?

Zanele:(smiledgiggling)ohcomeonlovedon'tyou

getusedtothis?Ilooklikethiseverydayandagain

whowouldn'tlookamazingwhentheyhave2

decadeswiththeloveoftheirlife?Huh

Bongani:(smiled)comehere(theykissed)

Mbali:urghguysgetaroom



Bongani:yougetahouse(theylaughed)

Mbali:wowdadreally

Bongani:youknowimjokingnana.SoKKhowdid

yousleepboy?

Kumkani:gooddad

Bongani:good.Sohowdiditgoatthepolicestation?

Zanele:dowehavetotalkaboutthatlove?

Kumkani:it'sokmom.Itwentokdadtheyrealised

thatiminnocent

Mbali:(scoffed)yeahright

Bongani:what'sthatsupposedtomeanMbali?

Mbali:huh?(Scoffed)ohnoimjustinmythoughts

dadsorry

Bongani:ok.That'sgoodmyboyandihopeyou

didn'tdoitright?

Kumkani:yesdadwhywouldidosuchathing?

Zanele:exactlylove.KKisthemostwellmannered

childweknow.Eventhoughsometimeshehangs



outinThembisawetrustthathewouldn'thangout

withbasicthugsrightboy?

Kumkani:yesmama

Bongani:goodboy.Sowhatareyourplanssince

yougraduatednowmyboy?

Zanele:ohihavebeenmeaningtotellyouthathe

willbeworkingatthefuneralparlourfromtomorrow

mylove(Mbaliburstintoaloudlaugh)anything

funny?

Mbali:funeralparlour,really?

Zanele:yesMbali

Mbali:sowhatwillyoubedoingbigbro?Washing

deadbodies(shelaughedsomemore)

Kumkani:that'snotfunnyMbali

Bongani:honestlyspeakingnowlovethefuneral

parlour?

Zanele:yesbabehe'sokwithit

Bongani:ithoughtmaybeyouwouldfindhim

somethingatthecosmeticofficesorthevillaboo



Zanele:noKKisokatthefuneralparlourandithi

boy?(Rightboy)

Kumkani:yeboma

Zanele:(smiled)see

Bongani:ohoktheniwillstayoutofit(theysmiled)

Mbali:(lickedherfinger)somybirthdayiscoming

inamonthwhat'stheplan?

Zanele:(cuttingintohersausage)nothing

Mbali:huh?

Bongani:hawulove?

Zanele:ourbudgetistightmylove.Wearefinishing

offtheextensionatthefuneralparlourandyou

knowweareopeningabranchofthecosmetic

companyinGhanaloveandalsotheconstruction

ofmoreofourvillasinCapetownisongoingsoour

budgetistight.Youaswellareworkingonopening

anotherbranchinLimpoposothatalsoneedsalot

ofcapital

Mbali:butKumkanijustgotamassivebirthday

celebrationdad



Bongani:iknowmylovebutmomisright.Youwill

gooutwithyourfriendsasalwaysbutasforahuge

partythatcan'thappen.

Mbali:noyouguysarenotfair

Bongani:honeyyouwillgetapartywhenyouare21

aswellthaticanpromiseyou.It'sgoingtobebig

Mbali:noguysyouarealways...youknowwhat

forgetisaidanythingandidon'tneedyourmoney

forthatoutingwithmyfriends

Bongani:Mbali?

Shethrewthenapkinonthetableandstormedoff

goingtoherbedroomslammingthedoorwhile

BonganisighedwithKumkanisecretlysmiling...

Bongani:youseenowlove?

ZaneleslowlylookedatBonganiandturnedaway

slowlychewingonherfoodandclearedherteeth



withhertongueslowlysippingonherjuicenot

bothered.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Nomvulasighedcomingdownthestairsandtook

herhandbagandcarkeyswearingshortpantsand

at'shirt.Shecheckedherselfinthemirrorand

walkedoutasZuluputthepaperhewasreading

downandtookoffhisglasses...

Zulu:Vula?

Nomvula:ohgoodmorningididn'tseeyouthere

Zulu:whereareyouofftosoearly?

Nomvula:mybrother'shouse.Ihaveameetingwith

uZanele

Zulu:ohisee.Soyouaregoingtoleavethehouse

dressedlikethat?

Nomvula:(frownedlookingatherself)yes,istherea



problem?

Zulu:ofcourseyoucan'tgooutshowingyour

thighslikethat

Nomvula:firstlytheyaremineandnotoursand

secondlywhyareyouevenlookingatmythighs?

Zulu:it'sjustthat...

Nomvula:nothing,focusonyournewspaperand

leavemealoneplease.Haibo

Shesaidgettinginhercaranddroveoutashe

sighedwithhisgirlfriendjoininghim...

Nomayeza:goodmorning.Whereissheofftothis

early?

Zulu:shesaysshehasameetingwithZanele

Nomayeza:ohok.Imgoingtomakebreakfasthey

Zulu:beforethatcanwetalk?

Nomayeza:ohok.What'sgoingon?



Zulu:there'ssomeoneisawatthepartylastnight

Nomayeza:ohok,anoldfriend?

Zulu:nosomeguycalledBulldozerhe'soneofthe

driversatLeeTrucking

Nomayeza:ok,whatabouthim?

Zulu:questioniswhatwashedoingthere?

Nomayeza:youareaskingthewrongpersonwhy

didn'tyouaskhimyourself?

Zulu:ididbutZanele'smothersaidhe'shernephew

doyouknowhim?

Nomayeza:theonlypersoniknowfromthe

Msomi'sisThembekaandhersisteriknowshehas

twochildrenaboyandgirlbutihavenevermet

them

Zulu:ohiseebutsomethingdidn'tsitwellwithme

Nomayeza:what?

Zulu:ifeellikethere'smoretothemthanwhat

meetstheeyeandhehasazuluaccentandthe

Msomi'sareXhosa



Nomayeza:youandalwayssuspectingtheworst

outofothers.DidyouseeanyotherLeeTrucking

employeethere?

Zulu:itwasjusthimandhisfriend

Nomayeza:sowhatareyoutryingtosay?

Zulu:youknowwhat,nevermindjustgofix

breakfast

Nomayeza:yourinsecuritiesanddoubtsfor

everyonewillbethedeathofyou.Canyoustart

livingyourlifeplease?

Zulu:howcanilivelifewhenmyfriend'scompany

gotstolenunderournoses?

Nomayeza:notthisagainZulu

Zulu:noineedtolookintothisboythere's

somethinggoingonhereandhelookslikesomeone

whowouldmercilesslykillahumanbeing

Nomayeza:youarejustbeingparanoid.Forthelast

timeit'sbeenover20yearsnow.Acceptwhathas

happenedandmoveonyoh



ShesaidgoinginthehousewhileZulusquinthis

eyesthinkingandsighedtakinghisnewspaper.

AttheJola's...

Afterfinishingtheirbreakfast,Zaneledecidedto

joinhermotherwhowasseatedoutsidereadingher

magazine...

Zanele:himother

Thembeka:hibaby,Mbalicametomecryingsaying

thatyouguyssaidshecan'thaveaparty

Zanele:ohcomeonmadoyoureallyhaveto

alwayslistentoMbali'stantrums?She'sjustbeing

alastbornandit'snotlikeshewon'tbegetting

anything.Bonganiisplanningtobuyheranewcar

Thembeka:butyouguyshavetobefaironthekids

Zanele:aren'twealwaysmom?Whowantsaparty

whentheyaredoing19years?Kidstodayprefer



goingoutwiththeirfriendsandwetoldherthatour

budgetistight

Thembeka:whileyouwillstillbegettingheracar?

Zanele:it'sherdadnotme

Thembeka:ohwellweneedtotalkaboutZulu

Zanele:whathasthatpestdonenowmom?

Thembeka:hecorneredBulldozerlastnight

Zanele:what!?

Thembeka:imtellingyou,ifitweren'tforme

steppingin,wewouldbesayingsomethingdifferent

now

Zanele:thismanishonestlygettingonmylast

nerveyouknow?

Thembeka:heneedstobedealtwithpermanently

Zanele:noimnotgoingtokillhimma.Peoplelike

himyouletthembeandseewhattheirintentions

are.Whatdidyousaytohim?

Thembeka:itoldhimBulldozerismynephew



Zanele:goodweneedtotalktomakaziincasehe

triestodigdeeper

Thembeka:don'tworryihavealreadydonethat

Zanele:(smiled)thisiswhyiloveyou

Thembeka:butistillsayheneedstobedealtwith

Zanele:allingoodtimesmafornowlet'sjustlet

himchasehisowntail

Thembeka:ifyousaysomylove

ThegateopenedasNomvuladroveinandparkedin

theguestpot.Shegotoffandpulleddownher

shortsjoiningthembytheshade...

Zanele:(smiled)Vula

Nomvula:morningsis.Himom

Thembeka:hellomybabyhowareyoudoing?

Nomvula:goodthanksma,yourself?

Thembeka:imgood.Letmegiveyouspacemygirls



iwillbeinmyroomokZee

Zanele:okmom

Thembeka:comesaybyewhenyouleaveVula

Nomvula:willdomother

Thembekasmiledgoinginthehouseandaskedthe

househelpertofixNomvulasomethingtodrink...

Zanele:(flippedherhair)ithoughtmaybeyouwere

goingtocomeintheafternoon

Nomvula:noididn'twanttostayhome.Thankyou

Zanele:isee.Sowhatdidyouwanttotalkabout?

Nomvula:iwantedtoknowhowfarwiththeproject

youpromisedtodoforme

Zanele:ohthat.Iforgottotellyouthatmyteamwill

bestartingtomorrow

Nomvula:(smiled)areyouforreal?

Zanele:yesloveVulaguestLodgewillbeupand



runninginnotime

Nomvula:thankyousomuch(huggedher)

Zanele:notaproblemmylove

Nomvula:ithoughtmaybeyouforgotthatthere's

somethingweneedtodo

Zanele:icanneverforgetanythingthatscreams

businessmylove

Nomvula:youareanamazingwomanyouknow

that

Zanele:thankyoulove.Itwouldmeanalotifyou

couldtellthattoyoursister(theylaughed)

Nomvula:Nombulelohasherownissuesyouneed

tojustignoreher.Shehasn'tdealtwithdad's

disappearancesoshetakesoutthestresson

everyone

Zanele:butthatwon'thelpherwithanything

Nomvula:exactlywhatihavealwaysbeentelling

hersheneedstherapy

Zanele:indeed.Imeaneveryonehasmovedon



excepther.Nextthingshewillbedoingthingsthat

willlandherintrouble

Nomvula:youknow.PleaseaskBobototalktohim

Zanele:iwillbutyouknowhowtheirrelationshipis

sinceicameinthepictureandican'thelpbut

blamemyself

Nomvula:noZeeyoudon'thavetoblameyourself.

YouandBoboloveoneanotherandthat'swhatyou

shouldfocuson.Whatotherpeoplesaydoesn't

matter

Zanele:(smiled)ilovehowyouhavealwaysstood

upforme

Nomvula:wellyouinspiremesomuchZeesoiwill

alwaysstandupforyouanddon'thesitateifyou

needmetodoanythingforyou

Zanele:(smiled)oh?

Nomvula:yesthat'swhatsistersareforiwould

evenkillforyou(theylaughed)

Zanele:ohnonolet'snottakeitthatfar.Iknowwe

haveamorguebutihateseeingdeadpeople



Nomvula:(laughed)imjokingbutjustknowthatfor

youiwoulddoanything

Zanele:thankslove.Tellyouwhat,howaboutyou

comeovertomorrowatthefuneralparlourandsee

howbusinessisrun?

Nomvula:doigettospendthedaywithyou?

Zanele:ofcourse.Ihaveafewmeetingstomorrow

soyouwillalsositin

Nomvula:countmein.Imdefinitelycoming

Zanele:wonderful

TheysmiledatoneanotherasKumkanicame...

Kumkani:molomakazi(goodmorningaunty)

Nomvula:moloKK,u'njani?(Howareyou)

Kumkani:ndiphililemakazi,u'njani?(Imgoodaunty

howareyou)

Nomvula:imgood



Kumkani:macanihaveawordwithyou?

Zanele:ohok

Nomvula:letmegocheckonmamaT

Zanele:oklove(sheleft)what'sup?

Kumkani:it'sMbali

Zanele:whatabouther?

Kumkani:she'sthreateningtotelldadaboutthe

drugs

Zanele:(laughed)tellmeyouarekidding.Howdoes

sheknowaboutthem?

Zanele:sheoncefoundapacketinmypocketand

threatnedtotellhimbutiboughthersilencenow

shehasbroughtitupagain

Zanele:ilongtoldyoutostopdoingdrugsKumkani,

youdidn't?

Kumkani:ididmom

Zanele:don'tlietomeKumkani

Kumkani:momyouknowit'shardtojustquitthese



thingsi...

Zanele:justshutupKumkani,whatdoyouwant

fromme?Doyouwantmetostopyoufromgoingto

Thembisanow?

Kumkani:no

Zanele:thenwhydoyoualwaysgooutofyourway

toannoyme?Youknowhowmuchyourdadhates

itwhenyoualwaysgothereandittookmealotto

convincehimthatyouneedtobroadenyour

knowledgeonotherpeople'swayoflivingsinceyou

didhospitality

Kumkani:imsorry

Zanele:justgetoutofmyfaceKumkani

Kumkani:whataboutuMba...

Shegavehimastareasheswallowedandwent

backintothehouse.Shesighedandsatback...

Zanele:ifitsnotZuluitsthesekidsandtheirfather



whenwillievercatchabreak.Youblockthissideit

leakstheothersideaifokmanineedastrongdrink

Shesaidgoingintothehousetoo.

THATAFTERNOON

AttheDlomo's...

Samkelocamedownthestairsandfixedherselfa

glassofjuiceandsmiledseeingherhusbandinthe

pool.Shemadehimaglasstooandheadedoutside

ashefinishedhislapandgotoutwipinghimself...

Sbu:thanksloveit'slikeyouknewhowmuchi

neededit

Samkelo:you'rewelcomehoney.Ithoughtyouwere

goingtobetiredtoswimtoday



Sbu:youknowinevermissdoingsonomatterhow

tiredicangetmylove

Samkelo:yourdedicationreallyinspiresmebut

swimmingisjusttoomuchforme

Sbu:doesn'titinspireyoutotryforababymaybe?

Samkelo:herewegoagain.Babeithoughtwewere

goingtoletthisrestnow.Weagreedthatyouandi

arenotgoingtohavechildren

Sbu:thenwhydidwebuildallthislove?Whydid

youbuildallyouhave?

Samkelo:therearecharityhomesthatneedsuch

boosterslovesoicanalwaysgiveawaymy

companiestocharityhomes

Sbu:whataboutme?

Samkelo:honeydidn'tweagreeonthis?

Sbu:wedidbutseeingBongani'ssonturning21

yesterdayandhowbigMandla'stwinsaremademe

thinkagain

Samkelo:ohwelltimedoesn'tallowmetohavekids

now



Sbu:howsureareyou?Therearewomenwhohad

childrenintheir50's

Samkelo:imnotthem.ImSamkeloandagainwe

arebuiltdifferently

Sbu:whycan'twefindasurrogatethenifyoudon't

wanttocarryababy?

Samkelo:Sbuwhatisitthatyoudon'tunderstand

whenisayidon'twantachild?

Sbu:whatisitthatyoudon'tunderstandwhenisay

iwantachildbabe?

Samkelo:youknowwhatimoverthisconversation

whatwouldyouliketosnackon?

Sbu:imfine

Samkelo:ohsoyouaregoingtosulknow?

Sbu:isaidimfineSamkelo

Samkelo:ohimevenSamkelo?(Chuckled)wow.No

matterhowmuchyousulkSbuimnothavinga

babyifthat'swhatyouwanttomakethismarriage

workthenfindanotherwomantodosoforyou.Im

notaboutthat.Iwillmakeyouasandwich



ShewentbackintothehousewhileSbulookedat

herlostforwords.Hescoffedandfollowedher

insidegoingtotakeashower.

AttheJola's...

ZanelelaughedwithNomvulaastheyputthelast

dishesoflunchonthediningtable...

Nomvula:guysfoodisready

Bongani:youdon'tknowhowmuchimissedthe

wayyoumakefishnotsayingidon'tlikehowyou

makeitmylovebutiloveVula'srecipemore(they

laughed)

Zanele:wellforyourowninformationshetaught

mehowtomakeitthewayyoulikeit

Bongani:ohthankyouVulaioweyou

Nomvula:(chuckled)yesyoudo(theyalllaughed)



Kumkani:mayouknowthatidon'tlikefish

Zanele:imadeyousteakmyboy

Mbali:iwillhavesteakaswell

Zanele:ohoksincewhendoyounoteatfish

becauseiknowyouloveit?

Mbali:iprefersteaktoday

Zanele:ohisee.Ok.Mapleasesaygraceforus

Thembeka:let'sbowourheadsandpray(theydid)

heavenlyfatherwethankyouforalltheblessings

youkeeppouringonus,helpusgrowstronger

togetherandneverletanythingcomebetweenus.

Blessthisfoodamen

All:amen

Mbali:(dishingforherself)sotatathere's

somethingiwanttotellyou

Kumkani'sheartskippedabeatashelookedat

Zanelewhowasrathercalm...



Bongani:ohokmygirl

Mbali:it'saboutKumkani

Zanele:(lickherfinger)pleasepassmethesalt

Mbaliandwhileyouareatitkindlyexplainthis

Shesaidthrowingapregnancytestingstickinher

plateaseveryonelookedonshockedwhileMbali

swallowedlookingatitandupathermotherwho

pouredherselfaglassofwineandtookasipsitting

back...

Zanele:wearewaiting

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Thembeka:what'sgoingon?

Mbaliswallowedandsighedsittingback...

Mbali:soyouwentthroughmythings?

Bongani:Mbaliwhatisthat?

Mbali:dadthisisjust...

Zanele:don'teventrytolie

Bongani:babe?

Zanele:noshewilltellyouwhatitis

Mbali:whydoyouhatemesomuch?Whathavei

everdonetoyou?(Zanelecontinuedtoeat

unbothered)

Kumkani:Mba...



Mbali:youshutthehellup!

Zanele:ah-uhwatchyourtonguemygirl

Bongani:willsomeonepleasetellmewhatthehell

isgoingon?

Zanele:MbalinhleJolaispregnant?

Thembeka:(choked)what!?

Bongani'sheartdroppedtothestomachashe

instantlylosthisappetite.Hesighedandsatback

whileMbalikepthereyesonhermothersoftly

shakingherhead...

Bongani:isthistrue?(Shekeptquiet)Mbaliim

talkingtoyou

Mbali:dadimplanningtogoandabortit

Bongani:(scoffed)wow

Mbali:ithonestlywasamistakedad

Bongani:who'sthefather?



Mbali:it'snotimportantdad

Bongani:Mbaliisaidwhoisthefatherofthatthing!

Thembeka:okmyboyiunderstandthatyouare

angrybutthere'snoneedtoshoutatyourdaughter

likethat.Thesethingshappen

Zanele:excuseme?Thesethingshappen?Momare

youlisteningtoyourselfrightnow?Doyouknow

howoldMbaliis?

Thembeka:yesZanelechildrenheragecanfall

pregnant

Zanele:firstofallyousay"children"andsecondly

she'snotanyofthosemom.Mbaliwho

impregnatedyou?

Mbali:don'tactlikeyoucare

Bongani:ifyouwanttoseehowlividicanbe

continuetalkingtoyourmotherlikethat.Answer

me!

Everyone'sheartskippedabeatasMbaliswallowed

lookingatthestickandatherfather...



Mbali:ican'tsay

Bongani:why?Mbaliyoubettertelluswhothe

fatherofthatchildisrightnow

Mbali:becauseimgoingtoabortit

Bongani:soyouwanttokill?

Mbali:it'snotevenababyyet

Bongani:Mbali?

Mbali:dad

Bongani:whoimpregnatedyou?

Mbali:dadisaidican'tsaywhycan'tyou

understandthat!?

Bongani:areyougoingtoraiseyourvoiceatme?

Mbali:thingiseveryoneisalwaysonmycase.One

slipupandimbeingambushedonatableduring

lunch.Whydoyouguysalwaysdothistome?

Kumkaniisalwaysinvolvedin...

Zanele:don'tyoudaretryandswitchthison



KumkaniMbali

Mbali:why?Becausehe'stheperfectson?Kumkani

shoulditellthemoryouwill?

Bongani:telluswhat?Whathaveyoukidsbeenup

to?

Kumkani:mamapleasetalktoyourchild?

Thembeka:canipleasehavemylunchinpeace?

Kumkani:nomakhuluisn'tyourgranddaughter

startedthis?Mbaliwhatexactlyisthelieyouwant

totellmyparents?I'miwrongtoactuallybeagood

personandnotdisobeythem?

Mbali:(scoffed)goodperson?Yeahright.Tellme

dad,whichgoodpersongetsarrestedontheir

birthdayandhumiliatesyouguyslikethat,dragging

your"reputation"inthemud?

Kumkani:falselyarrested,ifididwhattheyaccused

meofiwouldn'tbehereright?

Mbali:that'sbecauseyourmotherisalwaysrunning

behindyoursorryass!



Zanelestoppedeatingandlookedupather

shocked...

Mbali:andthedrugsKumkanidoyouwantmeto

tellthemaboutthedrugsyouaretaking?

Bongani:what?

Mbali:yesdadyouprecioussonistakingdrugs

Kumkani:(scoffedshakinghishead)wowMbaliso

that'showpettyyoucanbe?

Thembeka:Mbalimygirliunderstandthatyouare

angrybutdon'tbelikethismychild

Bongani:wait,Kumkaniisthistrue?(Zanelewiped

herhandstakingoutherphone)

Kumkani:ofcoursenotdadMbalijustwantsto

distractyouguysfromtellingyouwhothefatherof

thatchildshe'scarryingis.Idon'tdodrugsandi

neverwill

Mbali:liesKumkanilies!Tata,Kumkaniisdoing

drugsandhe'sathiefhebombedthatatm.Ionce...



Zanele:okokholdondidihearsomeonetalkabout

draggingthefamilyreputationinthemud?

Mbali:yesisaidyourpresioussonisthemasterat

that

Zanele:ohisee.Honeylookatthis

Sheopenedhermailandshowedhimherresultsas

Bonganifrownedgoingdownwiththem.Heslowly

lookedatMbaliwholookedatthemwithafrownon

herface...

Nomvula:iseverythingokbro?

Bongani:reallynowMbali?

Mbali:whatisit?

Bongani:(turnedthephonetoher)whatthehellis

this?

Thembeka:let'ssee



ZaneletookthephonefromBonganiandshowed

hermomwhoclearedherthroatseeingtheresults...

Thembeka:wow(sheshowedNomvula)

Nomvula:yoh

Bongani:howcanyoudothistousMbali?

Mbali:whatisgoingon?

Bongani:youfailed!

Mbali:(swallowed)oh

Bongani:oh!?Areyouseriouslygoingtosaythat?

Oh?

Mbali:sonotonlydidyougothroughmythingsyou

alsowentthroughmycomputer?Youareawitch!I

hateyou!

ShestormedoffwhileZanelesighedsittingback

andtookasipfromherwine...



Bongani:Mbaligetbackhere!Mba...(sheslammed

herbedroomdoor)wow

Kumkani:andthenshesaysimtheonewhodrags

thefamilyinthemudwhileihaveneverfailedinmy

life

Bongani:howcanMbalidothistous?Notonly

doesshefallpregnantshealsofailsherfirstyear

andthenhasthegutstowantahugeparty.Ihave

lostmyappetite

Hepushedhischairoutandwentuptotheir

bedroomwhileThembekaandNomvulasighed

shakingtheirheads...

Zanele:anyoneupforsomecake?

Kumkani:countmeinpleasemom

Shesmiledtakingtheirplatesandwenttothe

kitchen.



AtConstableLerato'shouse...

ColonelMolaoparkedhiscarandwentinsidewitha

bunchofflowersandagiftbagonhishandand

knocked...

Lerato:justasecondplease

Shefixedherblouseandlipsticksmilingand

opened...

Lerato:goodafternooncolonel

Molao:(smiled)goodafternoonconstable

Lerato:pleasecomein

Molao:theseareforyou

Lerato:thankyou(smelledthem)andtheysmell

reallynicethankyou



Molao:you'rewelcome.Ialsoboughtsomewine

Lerato:howdoyouknowilovemesomered?

Molao:ihaveactuallystudiedallofyouatthe

station(theylaughed)

Lerato:icantell.Letmeputitonthecollection.We

willhavetheoneihavechilled

Molao:unfortunatelyidon'tdrink

Lerato:ohmybadbutyou'remissingout

Molao:(chuckled)iwouldrathermissoutthanto

weakenmybody

Lerato:ohisee.Anywaylet'sdigin

Molao:theylookamazingihopetheytasteasgood

astheylook(theylaughed)

Lerato:youwillbethejudgeofthat

Molao:definitely(theydishedup)

Lerato:sohowlonghaveyoubeencolonel?

Molao:5yearsnow

Lerato:ohnice.Whydidyoudecidetocometothis



sideofthecountry?

Molao:wantedtoputsomeorderinGauteng(they

laughed)

Lerato:andit'sneededheyit'sreallyneeded

Molao:yeah.Whatareyouraspirations?

Lerato:iwouldlovetoseemyselfasadetectiveone

daybutalotofofficersatthestationthinkimnotfit

fortheposition

Molao:why?Becauseyouarenotanuptightofficer?

Lerato:iguessso.Theyonlyseeayounglady

who'sdestinedtobehangingoutinKonka

Molao:whydidyoujointheforcetobeginwith?

Lerato:ithasalwaysbeenadreamofmineandim

passionateaboutit.Ireallywantedtobealawyer

butstudyinglawrequiredalotoftimesoichoseto

beapoliceofficerbecauseiwantedtochangethe

situationbackathome

Molao:iseesuchagreatthinker.Youshouldgo

backandstudylawafteryouachieveeverything

youwantedtoachievebackhome.Peopleneedto



understandthatsometimesyoudon'tjusttohaveto

chooseacareer.Youchooseitbecauseofhowyou

feelaboutitfromwithinandhonestlyspeakingi

feellikeyouaresmarterthanmostoftheofficersin

thatstationnotsayingyoushouldstartgetting

cheekynow

Lerato:(smiled)thankyoucolonel.It'sactually

goingtohelpmewanttodomore

Molao:good.Somepeopletakecomplimentsasa

wayofstartingtowalkalloverotherpeople

Lerato:wellnotthisconstable(theysmiled)soyou

didn'tmovewithyourfamily?

Molao:(smiledcuttingintohismeat)imsingle

Lerato:(laughed)what!?

Molao:(laughed)youhaveanuglylaughyouknow

Lerato:oneofthethingsiloveaboutmyself

Molao:isee

Lerato:whyareyousingle?You'rerunningoutof

timecolonel



Molao:welltheladiesihavetriedtobewithalways

toldmethatimtoouptightandseriousalotof

timessoidecidedtobeinarelationshipwithmy

job

Lerato:wowbutithinkyouarefine.Atworkyesbut

outsideworkyouareaneasygoingpersonwhat

weretheytalkingabout?

Molao:iguessmenotbeinganoutgoingperson

madethemthinkimuptight

Lerato:ohsotheyarethetypethatalwayswantsto

beinthestreets

Molao:yeahisn'twhatyoudrinkerslovedoing?

Lerato:wellnotmecoloneligooutintopubliconce

inawhilebutmostofthetimeimalwaysindoors

havingmywineandreadingmynovelsorwatching

crimeseries

Molao:nowonderyouarealsosingle(theylaughed)

Lerato:iguessso.How'sthefood?

Molao:it'sactuallygood.You'reanamazingcooki

wantsomeformylunchboxtomorrow



Lerato:there'smorethanenoughyouwillhelp

yourself

Theylaughedandcontinuedtogettoknowone

anotherwhileeating.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Withheroutatthemall,Zuludecidedtoloungeby

thepoolasNombulelocametothepoolsidebut

sighedseeinghimandturnedback...

Zulu:there'snouseforyoutoavoidmelikethatyou

know

Nombulelo:where'severyone?

Zulu:yourmotherisatthemallandVulaisatyour

brother'shouse

Nombulelo:perfect.Whenareyougoingtoyour

house?



Zulu:youknowmyhouseisstillunderrenovation

Nombulelo:pleasetellthemtobequickbecause

youarecrampingourspace

Zulu:canwetalk?

Nombulelo:(scoffed)metalkwithyou?Youreally

areambitiousyouknow

Zulu:youandiwillnevergetalongandihavemade

peacewiththatbutiknowthere'sonethingweboth

want

Nombulelo:(foldedherarms)whatexactly?

Zulu:answersaboutyourfather'sactions

Nombulelo:nowyou'recrossingtheline

Zulu:tellmethatimlying

Nombulelo:youmighthavebeendad'sfriendbut

youhavenorighttotellmewhatiwantordon't

wantsopleasestayinyourlane

Zulu:Nombulelowearetalkingaboutyourlegacy

here

Nombulelo:yeahright



Zulu:weneedtofindoutwhatexactlyhappened

andbetweenyou,yourmotherandsisterifeellike

youaretheonlyonewhowouldactuallylovetoget

tothebottomofthis

Nombulelo:let'ssayiagreewithyouwhatexactly

willyougivemetoconvincemeto"work"withyou?

Zulu:firstlyyourfatherleavesinthemiddleofthe

nightandnevercomesback,3weeksdowntheline

weareinformedthatthecompanyhasanewowner

andthat'sawomancalledLee.Wetrytoreachfor

yourfather,openamissingpersoncasefilebut

nothing.Whodisappearsfromthefaceofearthlike

thatunlesstheyaredeadandhowcanthiswoman

easilygetownershipthateasily?Onethingabout

Dumsisthathetoldmeeverythingsoifhewasin

troublehewouldhavetoldmebutheneverdid

whichmeansonlyonething.Hehasbeenkilledand

chancesarethatthiswomancouldbetheone

behindthemurder

Nombulelo:ok

Zulu:secondlythere'ssomeoneisawyesterdayat



yourbrother'shouse.Heworksatthetrucking

companyasadriver.Iaskedhimwhohewasand

MrsMsomitoldmehe'shernephewbuticouldn't

buyit

Nombulelo:whereareyougoingwiththis?

Zulu:ithinkifwecangettothatguywecangetour

answers

Nombulelo:(scoffed)areyouseriouslygoingto

thinkthatmaybetheMsomi'sarebehindourdad's

disappearance?

Zulu:maybe,maybe?

Nombulelo:(laughed)ohwowZulu,iknewyouwere

anidiotnehbutididn'tthinkitwasthisintense.

Whocanmakeapersondisappearfromthosetwo

women?Comeonnowandwhywouldtheyeven

marryintoafamilytheyhave"hurt"comeonnow

Zulu.Ifyouwantustoworktogethercometome

withsomefacts

Zulu:Lelowait...

Nombulelo:ihavebetterthingstodothanlistento



yoursicktheories

Zulu:but...

Nombulelo:aisoka.(Laughed)ThembekaorZanele

makingapersondisappear?Yeahright

ShelaughedgoingtothehousewhileZulusighed

andlaidback.

BackattheJola's...

ZaneleandNomvulalaughedwatchingthetvasher

phonerang...

Zanele:letmetakethisonehey

Nomvula:imactuallygoingtoleavenow

Zanele:ohoklovethanksforspendingthedaywith

usmylove.Seeyoutomorrowat9

Nomvula:noproblemletmegosaybyetomy



brother

Zanele:cool.Heylove(shewenttoherstudy)

Samkelo:whattookyousolongtoansweryour

phone?

Zanele:mysisterwasheresoshewasstillsaying

bye

Samkelo:ohok

Zanele:what'sup?

Samkelo:yourhusband'sfriendhasstartedwithme

Zanele:yourhusbandyoumean

Samkelo:hehasstartedwiththebabymatter

Zanele:iseebutwhycan'tyougivehimababy

Sammy?

Samkelo:idon'twanttofallpregnantandthenlose

thebabyZanelehowmanymiscarriageshaveihad?

Zanele:whosaidyouwillalwaysmiscarrySammy?

Maybeyouwerenotsupposedtohaveachildout

ofwedlock



Samkelo:idon'twanttoputhishopeshighonlyfor

thechildtopass

Zanele:notsalayouneedtoreconsideryour

decision.Youhavebuiltalottojustthrowitinthe

handsofcharityhomes.Itmightnotallbeabout

yourlegacybuttohavesomeonewhowillcarryon

yournamewhileyouaregonemeansalot

especiallytomen

Samkelo:ican't

Zanele:doyouloveSbu?

Samkelo:morethananything

Zanele:doyouwanttolosehim?

Samkelo:ofcoursenot

Zanele:thencompromisetsala.Arelationshipisa

twowaystreetyougiveasmuchasyoucantake.

JustasSbuwouldcompromisealotofthingsfor

you,youshouldbeabletodosoaswell.There's

nothingamanlovesthanknowingthattheyhave

builtalegacyfortheirownseed.Haveyouseen

menaroundtheirchildrenthough?(Smiled)my



husbanddoesn'twanttohearanythingwhenit

comestohischildrenandit'swhatkeepsme

smilingeveryday.SotsalajustgiveSbuachildits

notgoingtotakeanythingfromyoubutratherbring

youguysevencloser

Samkelo:ihearyoutsalabuthonestlyspeakingit's

aharddecisiontomake

Zanele:weallhaveourownfairshareofmaking

difficultdecisions.Takemeforexample

Samkelo:wearedifferenttsalayoualwayssaythat

yourself

Zanele:yes,tellme,(checkedthecoast)wouldyou

marryamanknowingwhatyouhavedonetothem?

Samkelo:itwoulddependonhowhemakesmefeel

butitwouldn'tbeeasy

Zanele:exactlyandthat'swhyimarriedBongani,

despiteallididtheloveheshowedandgaveme

mademeoverlookthatandallowhimintomyspace

lookatusnow,20yearslaterandstillgoing

strongerthanever.SochomiitstheloveSbuhas

shownyouforthepast11yearsthatshouldhave



youoverlookwhatyouhavebeenthroughbefore

andtrustthatthistimearoundyourbabywill

survive

Samkelo:(sighed)iwillthinkaboutittsala

Zanele:keepinmindthatyouare3yearsto50my

girl(theylaughed)

Samkelo:wowZeereallynow

Zanele:ijusthadtoremindyoumylove

Samkelo:wellthankyousomuch

Zanele:onaseriousnotethoughmyloveifyoulove

yourmanandwantyourmarriagetowork

compromiseandgiveyourmanwhathe'slonging

for.Iknowyoualsowantababybutit'sthelittle

devilinyourmindthatmakesyouhavedoubts

Samkelo:ihearyoumyfriendwewilltalkhey

Zanele:noproblemlove.Bye

Samkelo:bye

TheyhungupasZanelesighedshakingherhead...



Zanele:sometimesuswomentendtobehardon

ourselvesandletsituationstakecontrolofourlives.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

Mbaliopenedherbedroomdoorgoingoutasher

fatheropenedtheirsaswellandasshesawhim

shequicklywentbackinsidehersandlocked

herselfinside.Bonganishookhisheadashiswife

cameout...

Zanele:everythingok?

Bongani:howlongisshegoingtoavoidus?

Zanele:idon'tknowbecauseiwantustogettothe

bottomofthis

Bongani:imnotgoingtositforbreakfastokihave

anearlymorning

Zanele:oklove.Haveawonderfuldayok



Bongani:thanksbabeyoutoo

Hekissedherasshesmiledandwipedherlipstick

offhislips.Hedroveoutashisphonerangand

answered...

Bongani:Sbudah

Sbu:surebuddyhowareyoudoing?

Bongani:okbuddy,yourself?

Sbu:(sighed)eyshmanidon'tknow

Bongani:what'sup,talktome

Sbu:ifeellikemymarriagehasreachedit'sexpiry

datemyguy

Bongani:why?

Sbu:thiswomandoesn'twanttohavemychild

Bongani:butithoughtyouguysspokeaboutthis

Sbu:yeahwehavebutseeingyoursoncelebrating

his21standhowbigMandla'schildismademe



thinkofhavingmyownchild

Bongani:butyouknowherreasonsfornothavinga

childright?

Sbu:yesbutitdoesn'tmeansheshouldstoptrying

Bongani:whyareyouwithher?

Sbu:iloveher

Bongani:andthat'sallthatmatters

Sbu:buthavingachildofyourowngivesyouthat

dignityyouknowespeciallyasaman

Bongani:yesbutlovingyourwifewethershecan

giveyoubabiesornotshowsofhowgreatofaman

youare.Thesocietythinksthatmenvaluechildren

morethananythingyeswevaluechildrenbutpeace

isalsoimportant.IgotmarriedtoZanelebecause

shegivesmethepeaceandwarmthihavealways

prayedfornotbecauseshecangivemechildren

Sbu:butwhataboutthelegacywehavebuilt?

Bongani:thatdoesn'tmatter.Weareallgoingtodie

andleavethesethingsmyguyitdoesn'tmatterwho

takesthem



Sbu:eyshbruhiwantachildsobad

Bongani:ihavetoldyoumyopiniononthatmyguy

it'suptoyouandyourwifetodecideonwhattodo

butitwouldhurtmetoseeyoulosingsucha

wonderfulwomanoverthefantasyofhavingachild.

Youguyscanalsoadopt

Sbu:itwon'tbethesameespeciallyknowingthat

wearebothfittoreproduce

Bongani:thentheballisinyourcourtmyboy

Sbu:yeahhey,weshallseehowitends

Bongani:butbewise

Sbu:sure

Bongani:latermyboy

Sbu:fede

TheyhungupasSbusighedgettingoffbed.

AtNomayeza'shouse...



Nomvulacamedownstairsinapencilskirt,awhite

blouseandheels.Shehadherhairtiedinaneat

bunasshesmiledputtingherbagonthecouch...

Nomvula:goodmorningfamily,kindlyputmyfood

inaboxiwilleatattheoffice

Nombulelo:office?

Nomvula:yesiwillbeworkingwithZaneletoday

(Nombuleloburstintoalaugh)

Nomayeza:ohwowbabywhere?

Nomvula:thefuneralparlour(Nombulelolaughed

more)what'sfunnyNombulelo?

Nombulelo:soyouarealldresseduptobeminding

deadbodies?Ohwowsiswow

Nomayeza:comeonLelobenice

Nombulelo:nomatterhowbrokeicangetmamai

willneverworkinafuneralparlourespeciallywith

thatwitch



Nomvula:thingisyouhaveyourownissuesand

youwillalwaysbeacouchpotato

Nombulelo:watchyourwords

Nomvula:stophatingandgetalifeLelo.Byemomi

loveyou

Nomayeza:iloveyoutoobabyhaveawonderful

day

Nomvula:youtoolove

Nombulelo:haveawonderfuldaywithdeadbodies

nana

ShelaughedwhileNomvulashookherheadtaking

herbagsandleft.

AtJola'sI-tech...

Focusedonhislaptop,Bongani'sofficedoor

openedasaladywalkedin...



Bongani:(lookinginhislaptop)finallyyouarehere

pleasefixmea...

Lady:cupoffreshlybrewedcoffeewithtwosugars

andabitofmilk

Bonganifrownedlookingupandlockedeyeswitha

youngbeautifulpetitelightskinnedladywhohad

hernaturalshoulderlengthhairinrichbouncy

waves...

Bongani:(smiledconfused)goodmorning?

Lady:(smiled)goodmorningMrJolaimValentine,

yournewPAandhere'ayourcoffee

Bongani:thankyou..uhm...

Valentine:yourfirstappointmentisat9:30the

driverwillbehereby9:25andihavemadesure

yourwifereceivesherflowersat10:00amandthis

timearounditsabunchofpinkroses



Bongani:(smiled)wow

^

^

^

^

^
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Bongani:pleasesitdown

Valentine:(smiled)thankyou

Bongani:ididn'tknowyouwerecomingintoday

Valentine:iguessyourHRforgottoinformyou

Bongani:ohwellthatdoesn'tmatternowwhat

mattersisthatyouarehere

Valentine:yessir



Bongani:sohowdoyouknowhowilovemycoffee

andthatisendmywifeflowerseverymonday?

Valentine:ialwaysstudymyemployerbefore

reportingtowork

Bongani:that'sagreatattribute

Valentine:iknowitmakesworkeasierandbesides

thatimnotyourordinaryPA

Bongani:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Valentine:(chuckled)whatwouldyouliketosnack

onatyourfirstmeetingMrJola

Bongani:(scoffed)anythingthatdoesn't...

Valentine:containnutsbecauseitwillmakeyou

haveanaphylaxis

Bongani:ohwow

Valentine:iguessafruitplatterwoulddo

Bongani:youaresocreepy

Valentine:(smiled)butinanicewatright?

Bongani:canyoupleasealsomakesurethat...



Valentine:yourcardoesn'ttakealotoftimeatthe

washbecauseyoudon'tlikeitstayingawayfrom

youforlong.Don'tworryMrJolaihavemadesure

toletthewashersknowthatwhenthedriverbrings

ittheyshouldimmediatelyattendtoit

Bongani:ok

Valentine:iwillletyouknowonceyourfirst

appointmentishere

Bongani:thankyou

Shestoodupandpulledherskirtdownalittle

walkingoutwhileBonganisatbackandtookhis

coffee.Hetasteditanditwasjustthewayheliked

itashescoffedandshookhisheadgoingbackto

work.

AttheJola's...

WitheveryonegoneMbalicameoutofherroom

andsighedthrowingherselfonthecouchswitching



thetvon.Thembekasilentlystoodbehindherfora

fewsecondsandclearedherthroatasMbali

jumpedstartled...

Mbali:geezgrandmayouwillgivemeaheartattack

Thembeka:sothisisyounowmychild?

Mbali:ithoughtyouwenttowork

Thembeka:ihaveretiredsoimgoingtobehome

thewholedayfromnowon

Mbali:whydon'tyouvisityoursisterinSowetoor

somethingimeanit'sbeenlongsinceyoubeenat

youroldhouse

Thembeka:areyoukickingmeoutofmyson's

house?

Mbali:imjustsayingvisityoursistersinceyouhave

plentyoftimeonyourhands

Thembeka:whyareyouhiding?

Mbali:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Thembeka:youhaven'tbeenoutofyourroomsince



youstormedoffatlunchyesterdayandyouonly

comeoutwhenyouthinkeveryone'sgone

Mbali:imnothidingfromanyone

Thembeka:mychildthesoonerwealldealwiththis

thebetter

Mbali:makhulucaniwatchmyseriesinpeace

please?

Thembeka:notuntilwecometothebottomofthis

Mbali:bottomofwhatmakhulu?There'snothingto

gettothebottomofhere.Iwillalwaysremaina

failureinthesepeople'seyes

Thembeka:don'tsaythat

Mbali:youshouldhaveseendad'sfaceyesterday

hehatesmejustashiswife

Thembeka:theydon'thateyoutheyarejustangry

andstillshocked.Nooneiseverreadyforachild

youragetofallpregnantandalsofailatschool

Mbali:theyhatememakhuluespeciallyyour

daughter.Shehasneverlovedmetheonlychildshe

prefersisherpreciousperfectsonwhomshe's



alwaysbailingoutoftrouble.Ihavebeentryingto

tellmyparentsallyearthatiwanttochange

coursesbuttheydidn'twanttolisten.Theyhave

neverhadtimeforme

Thembeka:youshouldhavespokentomethen

Mbali:theyaretheoneswhopaymyschoolfees

makhuluiwantedtogivethemthatrespectbuti

guesstheyneverdeserveditanyway.Ithoughtmy

dadwasdifferentbutsinceyesterdayI'verealised

thathe'sjustlikehiswife

Thembeka:pitywedon'tchooseourownfamilyso

it'sbetterwegetoveranddonewiththisnowthan

later.Whoisthefatherofthechild?

Mbali:whatdidyouhaveforbreakfast?

Thembeka:Mbaliiaskedyouaquestion

Mbali:withallduerespectmakhuluidon'thave

timeforthis.Ihavebookedanabortion

appointmentsothere'snoneedtogobackand

forthaboutthis.Didyouguysleavefoodformeor

shouldigograbsomethingfromthemall?



Thembeka:yourfoodisintheoven

Mbali:thankyou

ShewenttothekitchenwhileThembekalookedat

herandshookherhead.Shesawherphoneand

checkedwhatshewasdoinginthekitchenand

openedit.Shewentthroughhercallregisterand

copiedtheclinicnumbertoherphoneandthen

deleteditfromMbali's.Sheputthephoneback

whereitwasandsteppedoutsidedialingtheclinic...

Lady:howmayibeofhelp?

Thembeka:iwouldliketocancelmyappointment

Lady:who'sthis?

Thembeka:MbalinhleJola

Lady:justasecondplease(shewentthroughthe

bookings)ohhere.Whyifyoudon'tmindmeasking?

Thembeka:ihavedecidedtokeepthebaby

Lady:ohoknotaproblemyouknowyouwon'tbe



gettingyourrefundright?

Thembeka:it'snotaproblem

Lady:okbye.

Thembeka:thanks

Shehungupandsighedlookingbackinthehouse

lookingatMbaliwhowaseatingandonherphone

aswell.

AtMsomi'sFuneralparlour...

Nomvula:soyouguysnevergetnightmaresor

anythingafterseeingsomanydeadbodies?

Zanele:(chuckled)ihaveneverseenanyofthe

bodiesthatcomeinhereandtheonlydeadbodiesi

haveseeninmyentirelifeareofmyfatherand

grandmotherthat'sit.Ihaveaproblemwiththem

Nomvula:yetyouhaveanofficehere?



Zanele:wellijusttellmyselfthatimatanormal

officeandidon'tthinkaboutit

Nomvula:isee

Zanele:sinceyourlodgeisstillunderconstruction

don'tyouwanttokeepyourhandsbusythisside?

Nomvula:areyouofferingmeajob?

Zanele:wellyoucanchoosebetweenhereandthe

Villa

Nomvula:I'drathergofortheVillatogetmore

knowledgeonhowtorunsuchabusiness

Zanele:noproblem.

Nomvula:thankyou

Zanele:(smiled)wearefamilylovesoit'stheleasti

cando.

Nomvula:(sighed)ihonestlysometimeswishdad

caredaboutusthewayyoucareaboutyourfamily

Zanele:nomatterwhathappenstoyouinlifefamily

willalwaysbethereforyou.Yessometimeswe

thinkwecanlivewithoutthembutthetruthiswe



can't.Ivaluefamilymorethananything

Nomvula:anditinspiresmesomuch

Zanele:imgladthoughyousayyoudon'twantto

getmarriedorhaveafamilyofyourown

Nomvula:yeah.Whatdaddidtomomandushas

mademenotwantanythingtodowithmen

Zanele:butyouneedtolivealittlelove

Nomvula:iknowbutitshard

Zanele:let'sjusthopethatonedayhewillcome

backandexplainwhyhedidwhathedid

Nomvula:howmanyyearshasitbeennowZee?So

ihavelosthopeonthat.He'sgoneandweshould

justgoonatleastifheleftthecompanytouswe

wouldsayhecaredbutnoheneverdid.One

questionialwaysaskmyselfisthathowisheable

tolivethislongwhereverheiswithoutthinking

aboutus

Zanele:nottohurtyourfeelingsbuthowwouldyou

feelifyoufoundoutthathewasnomore?

Nomvula:honestlyspeakingidon'tknow.Ihave



livedwithhimhalfofmylifeandhavelivedwithout

himhalfofmylifesoidon'tknow.Youthinkthat

couldbeapossibility?

Zanele:it'sbeenalotofyearsandhe'sobviouslyan

elderandweknowmentendtodieearly

Nomvula:(sighed)canwetalkaboutsomething

elseplease

Zanele:noprobleminfactlet'stalkaboutZulu

Nomvula:thatoneclaimstobedad'sfriendyethe's

busyshagginghiswifenotknowingifhe'sstillalive

ornot(Zaneleburstintolaughter)seriouslythough

Zanele:wealldeservetobeservicedmylove

Nomvula:missmewiththat(theylaughed)

Zanele:whatkindofamanishethough?

Nomvula:he'schillediguessbutnevermissesa

chancetobringuptheissueaboutmydadevery

nowandthen.That'sonethingthatannoysme

abouthim.He'swithmombuthe'salwayspestering

heraboutfindingwhathappenedtohimandhow

comedidtheladyrunningthecompanynow



acquiretherights

Zanele:iguesshejustcaresaboutthelegacyyour

fatherbuilt.Youknowwhat,whydon'tyoutellhim

thatimwillingtohelpwithgettingtothebottomof

this?

Nomvula:areyouforrealnow?

Zanele:yeah.Imeanthisismyhusband'slegacy

wearetalkingabout.Hedoesn'tliketalkingaboutit

becauseitremindshimofhowbadlyyourdad

treatedyourmombutifthere'ssomonewillingto

findthetruthaboutallthisimwillingtohelpthem

Nomvula:(smiled)thatwouldmeanalottous

honestly.Yeswehavemovedonbutknowingthe

truthwouldmeanalotsoiwilldefinitelytalktohim

Zanele:wonderful(Nomvula'sphonerang)

Nomvula:pleaseexcuseme

Zanele:noproblem

ShesteppedoutsidewhileZanelesmiledfixingher

papersandwhistled.



AttheStation...

ConstableLeratogreetedthefrontofficersand

headedtoherofficewithahugesmiledonher

face...

Masilela:didtheyserviceyougoodoverthe

weekend?

Lerato:excuseme?

Masilela:nevermind

Lerato:thisisaworkplaceincaseyouforgot

Detective

Masilela:andtwolunchboxes?

Lerato:that'snoneofyourbusiness.Didyouhear

thatoneoftheguysfromtheatmbombingdied?

Masilela:huh?

Lerato:theatmbombingthathappenedon



Saturdayoneoftheguyswhowasshotdied

Saturdaynightatthehospital

Masilela:ohok

Lerato:wherearethestatementsfromtheothers?

Masilela:whatareyoudoingwiththem?Ialsotold

youthatthoseguyswerejustabunchofdrunk

boystheyknewnothingaboutthebombing

Lerato:canihavethestatements

Masilela:who'sthedetectivebetweenyouandi?

Lerato:you

Masilela:goodsostayinyourlane

Shegavehimalookandtookonelunchbag

headingout.Masilelaclosedthedooranddialed

Zanele...

Zanele:imbusy

Masilela:apparentlytheboyatthehospitaldied



Zanele:yes,so?

Masilela:ithoughtyouwouldlovetoknow

Zanele:ikilledhim

Masilela:how?

Zanele:that'snoneofyourbusinessnowifyou

don'tmindiwouldliketogetbacktowork

ShehungupwhileMasilelasmiledshakinghis

head.Leratoknockedonthecolonel'sofficeashe

welcomedherin...

Lerato:youforgottotakefoodyesterdaysoi

thoughtishouldpacksomeforyou

Molao:(smiled)thankyousomuchihadalready

madeupmymindthatimgoingtohaveakotafor

lunchtoday(theylaughed)butiblameyou

Lerato:haibojwangjwale?(How)

Molao:youcouldn'tstoptalking



Lerato:blameitonthewinecolonel(theylaughed)

Molao:butthanks

Lerato:you'rewelcome.Soihavebeentalkingto

Masilelaabouttheboyshearrestedonsaturday.I

askedforthestatementsandhedidn'twanttohear

anythingaboutit

Molao:justleavehimalone

Lerato:soyouarejustgoingtolethimgoafterlying

toyou

Molao:imnotreallylettinghimgobutiwanthimto

thinkthathehaseverythingincontrol.Ijustwantto

gatheralltheinformationicanfirstthenstrike

Lerato:ohiseesowhat'stheplan?

Molao:ithinkweshouldtalktothegrandmother

Lerato:areyousureshe'sfittotalk?

Molao:wewillseewhenwegetthere

Lerato:ok.Anyinformationfromthehospital?

Molao:theresultscamebackpositive.Hewas

definitelypoisoned



Lerato:wowsoareyouthinkingwhatimthinking?

Molao:yesit'sdefinitelythatwomanandherson

butprovingitisgoingtobeahustle

Lerato:let'sjusthopetheoldwomanwillhave

somethingforushey

Molao:yeah.Ihaveameetingsowewillgotherea

littlelater

Lerato:noproblemiwillkeeppesteringMasilela

aboutthestatementsaswell

Molao:nonodon'tjustleavethatonetome

becauseifit'syouaskingforthemhewon'tgive

themtoyou

Lerato:ohokthennoproblem.Letmegoworkon

mycasesaswell

Molao:sure

Shesighedandleftwhilehesatbackthinkingand

tookhisbagleaving.



Atarestaurant...

Zuluandtheothershareholdermadetheirwayin

andlaughedseeingCherelatthetable...

Zulu:wowforthefirsttimeeveryoumakeitontime

Cherel:Zuluwehaveotherbusinessestorunyou

can'tjustsummonuswheneveryoulike

Zulu:iwantedustotalkaboutsomething

Man:isitanythingtodowithDumisani?

Zulu:yes.IthinkiknowwhoistheownerofLee

Trucking

Cherel:so?

Zulu:reallynowCherel?

Cherel:yes,whatdifferencewillitmake?

Zulu:itwillgiveusanswerstowhatexactly

happened

Man:howdidyoufindthem?



Zulu:there'soneoftheworkersisawatapartythis

weekend.Dumisani'seldestchild'smarriage

anniversaryandtheson'sbirthdayparty

Cherel:whichworkeristhis?

Zulu:oneofthedrivers

Cherel:and?

Zulu:iaskedhimwhoheknewthereandhe

seemedtobealittletonguetiedbutthenBongani's

motherinlawjumpedinandsaidheishernephew

butididn'tbuytheirstory

Cherel:(laughed)reallynowZulu?

Zulu:yesimeanfirstofallthosepeoplearexhosa

andtheguyhasazuluaccent

Man:maybehisfatheriszulu

Zulu:fromwhatigothegrewupwithhismother

whoisthesistertoBongani'smotherinlaw

Cherel:whereareyougoingwiththis?

Zulu:ithinkBongani'smotherinlawandwifeknow

somethingaboutwhathappenedtoDumisani.After



allDumisanihadaPAcalledZaneleandhemessed

aroundwithher

Cherel:what'sZanele'ssurname?

Zulu:idon'tknowit

Cherel:therearealotofZanele'sinthecountryZulu

andhowwouldshemarrysomeoneafterstealing

fromtheirfather?

Man:iwasabouttoaskthesamequestion

Cherel:comeonnowZuluyouhonestlyneedto

moveon

Zulu:butguys...

Cherel:noZululet'sorderandtalkaboutmore

importantthings.Lifegoeson.Youareshagging

Dumisani'swifenowbutyoucan'tstopchasingthis

theoryofyoursnomanit'sannoying.Waiter

Zulusighedlookingatthemandsatbackasthe

waitercame.



AtJola'sI-tech...

Bonganishookhandswiththemenhewasina

meetingwithandheadedtohisoffice.Hechecked

hismailanddecidedtocallhissister...

Nombulelo:hi

Bongani:hiLelohowareyoudoing?

Nombulelo:fineandyourself?

Bongani:imgood.Iwanttotalktoyou

Nombulelo:about?

Bongani:yourrelationshipwithmywife?

Nombulelo:youknowhowifeelaboutthatBongani

Bongani:noLeloit'stimeyouburiedwhatever

problemyouhavewithmywifebecauseshe'snot

goinganywhere.It'sbeen21yearsnowLelocome

on

Nombulelo:imnotgoingtolikesomeonejust



becauseyouwantmetoorthatshe'syourwife

Bongani.Youallcanlikeherbutasforme,missme

withthat

Bongani:comeonLelowhathasshedonetoyou?

Nombulelo:idon'tlikeheraurathat'sjustit

Bongani:why?

Nombulelo:whatusewillitbeifitellyou?

Bongani:iwanttoknowsothatweseeifwecan't

findawayaroundthat

Nombulelo:she'snothonesttowhosheis

Bongani:whatdoyoumeanbythat?Don'tyouthink

iwouldhavenoticed?

Nombulelo:that'sbecauseukudlisile(shehas

bewitchedyou)

Bongani:Zanelewouldneverdosuchathing.You

arejusttryingtofindanexcuseofhatingmywife

Nombuleloandyouneedtogetridofthat.Maybe

thisiswhyyourthingsaren'tgoingwellforyou.It's

thegrudgesyouareholdingoninnocentpeople.We

havelostourdadaswellbutyoudon'tseeus



hatingoninnocentpeople

Nombulelo:yohBonganilikeisaidyouallcanlike

Zanelebutimnotgoingtofallforherfake

personality

Bongani:youknowwhatbye

Nombulelo:byebrother.Mycarneedstobe

servicedcanyouhelpwiththat?

Bongani:speaktomywifeshetakescareofour

finances

Nombulelo:youknowwhatforgetitiwilltalktomy

mother

Bongani:sure

Nombulelo:mxm

ShehungupwhileBonganisatbackandsighed

shakinghishead.

THATAFTERNOON



InThembisa...

ColonelMolaoparkedhiscarinfrontoftheyardas

hegotoffwithConstableLeratoandmadetheir

wayintheyard.Theybrieflyspoketotheunclewho

ledthemtothehouse...

Molao:goodafternoonma

Grandma:hellomyson

Molao:mynameiscolonelMolaoandimwith

ConstableLerato

Grandma:ok.Whatcanidoforyoumykids?

Molao:weunderstandthatyouaregrievingbutwe

wouldliketoaskyousomething

Grandma:isitanythingtodowithfindingthekiller

ofmygrandson?

Molao:yebomama



Grandma:okaskaway

Molao:thefruitsthedoctorsaysheatewheredid

theycomefrom?

Grandma:there'sawomanwhocamehereand

donatedfoodforus.Shesaidshehasafewspotted

lessfortunatehomesandshewillbedonatingfood

hampersforthemandweareoneofthosefamilies.

Thefruitbasketshegaveusidecidedtotakeitto

mygrandsonatthehospital

Molao:oh,didyougethername?

Grandma:shesaidhernamewasLerato

Molao:Leratowho?

Grandma:unfortunatelyididn'ttakethesurname

Molao:(sighed)ok.Anythingelsethatcanleadus

toher?

Grandma:nothingmychild

Molao:okmamanoproblembutifyouremember

anythingjustcallme

Grandma:ok



Molao:thankyouforyourtime

Grandma:youarewelcome

Lerato:thankyouma

Theysteppedoutandsighed...

Lerato:yeahneh

Molao:wekeephittingdeadends

Child:sorry,gogoaskedmetoaskyoutocome

backinside

Molao:ohok

HelookedatLeratoconfusedassheshrugher

shoulderswhiletheyfollowedtheyoungboy

inside...

Molao:ma?

Grandma:ithinkirememberthecarshewasdriving



^

^

^

^

^
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Molao:areyousureaboutwhatyou'resayingma?

Grandma:yesmychild

Molao:okhowdiditlook?(Hesaidtakingoutapad)

Grandma:it'sanavybluevolvo

Molao:platenumber?

Grandma:(tryingtorecall)BJ...0...

Molao:justtakeyourtimemamadon'tfightit

Grandma:03...nonoit'snot03its...its...yesit'sBJ



02GBGP

Molao:areyousuresureaboutthis?

Grandma:verysuremyson

Molao:thankyousomuch.Doyouperhaps

rememberhowshelookedlike?

Grandma:tall,darkincomplexion,roundwhiteeyes,

aperfectsetofcleanteeth.Thickdarklipsand

keepsshorthair

Molao:howtallisshe?

Grandma:justasyoumygirl(shesaidlookingat

Lerato)

Molao:thankyousomuchthiswillhelpusalot

Grandma:thepleasureisallmine.

Theyshookherhandandwenttothecarallsmiles...

Lerato:notallhopeislostafterall

Molao:thisisgood.Weneedtocheckwhothecar



isactuallywrittenunder

Lerato:yesletmegetintocontactwiththoseatcar

registrationoffices

MolaosmiledasLeratomadethecall...

Man:gooddayma'amhowmayibeofhelp?

Lerato:hi.YouarespeakingtoconstableLerato

fromThembisapolicestationwewouldliketo

confirmaregistryforthiscarwebelieveithasbeen

involvedinsomecrime

Man:ok.Platenumberplease

Lerato:BJ02GBGP

Man:thankyoupleaseholdonforabit

ShewaitedonhimwhileMolaostoppedatthe

trafficlight...



Man:areyoustillthere?

Lerato:yessir

Man:ok.ThecarbelongstoZinokuhleTombale

Lerato:ohoksirthankyousomuch

Man:thepleasureisallmine(theyhungup)

Molao:and?

Lerato:thecarbelongstoaZinokuhleTombale

Molao:thenweneedtofindthatZinokuhle

Lerato:(thoughtfully)andithinkiknowhowwecan

dothat

Molao:oh?Pleaseenlightenme

Lerato:(smiled)allineedisforyoutogivemeand

DetectiveMasilelaadayofftomorrow

Molao:why?

Lerato:pleasetrustme

Molao:ifthisdoesn'tworkoutyouaregoingto

work2monthsstraightwithnooffdays

Lerato:yescolonel



Molao:ok.I'mcurioustoknowyourplanthough

Lerato:nopejustfocusonputtingsomemore

pressureonMasileladetective

Molao:ohthatimgoingtodo

Theylaughedashetookaturnleadingtothe

Station.

AtJola'sI-tech...

Valentinespottedthereceptionistseatedather

usualspotforlunchbreakandsmiledgoingtoher...

Valentine:heyloverdoyoumindifijoinyou?

Lady:notaproblemlove.Howisyourfirstdayso

far?

Valentine:ihaveneverfelthomeatajoblikethis

Lady:wellwehavethebestbossintheworld



Valentine:yeahhey.Helooksrichthough

Lady:yeahtheyarerich.Hiswifeisamulti

millionairebusinessownerandshehasactually

wonafewawardsbothlocalyandinternationaly

Valentine:(scoffed)ZaneleMsomi-Jola

Lady:youknowher?

Valentine:(clearedherthroat)notreallybutihave

readabouther

Lady:ohok.She'saverysweetwomanyouknow

Valentine:really?

Lady:yepshecancomeinandbuythewholeoffice

lunch

Valentine:(scoffedbitingonhermeat)typicalrich

blackperson.Theyalwayswanttoflashtheir

lifestylebeforeeveryone.

Lady:buttheJola'sarereallyhumblepeopleshame

youwouldn'tthinktheyhavemillionsjustlying

around

Valentine:mmh.IheardMrJola'sdaddisappeared



onhisfamily,doyouknowanythinganoutthat?

Lady:justbitsofthestory,iwasstillinschoolthen

butithappenedmorethan20yearsago

Valentine:andhewasapowerfulbusinessowner

Lady:yeahheownedJolaTruckingwhichisnow

knownasLeeTrucking

Valentine:isthepersonchinese?

Lady:it'sactuallyablackwoman

Valentine:oh?

Lady:wellweassumebuttheyarecertainitsa

woman

Valentine:ohisee.Sowhatdoyouknowabout

theirmarriage?ImeanZaneleandMrJola?

Lady:(smiled)ihaveneverseenanylovelikethose

twohaveforoneanother.TherespectMrsJgives

herhusbandandtherespectMrJgivesheriswhat

makesthemgrowstronger.Theyalsolooklike

peoplewhovaluefamilyalotimeanMrsJiseven

buildinghersisterinlawawholeguestlodge



Valentine:(choked)what!?

Lady:yep.Imaginebuildingyourinlawaguest

lodge.IwantmybrothertomarryawomanlikeMrs

Jhonestly

Valentine:(scoffed)nomatterhowgoodtheyareto

oneanotherthere'sonewhohashugeskeletons

hiddensomewhere

Lady:(chuckled)comeonnowV,can'tpeoplejust

genuinelyloveoneanotherwithoutyouguystrying

tofindsomethingwrongabouttheirunion?Some

peoplearereallygenuine

Valentine:iwillbelieveitwheniseeitmylove

Lady:huh?

Valentine:Let'sjustsayonceiputmymindonto

somethingimakesuretoseetheendofit

Lady:ohiseebutmaybeyoushouldfocusonyour

joblove

Valentine:thankyouforanamazinglunchbreak

dear.Seeyou

Lady:ok



Valentinesmiledgoingbacktotheofficewhilethe

receptionladysquinthereyeslookingather.She

scoffedandshookherheadtakingherthingsgoing

backinsideaswell.

AtMsomi'sFuneralparlour...

Zanelewhistleddoingsomeworkasaknockcame

throughatthedoor...

Zanele:there'snoneedforyoutoknockVula

Kumkani:himaitsme

Zanele:whatareyoudoinghere?Areyounot

supposedtobeworking?

Kumkani:it'slunchbreakma

Zanele:(checkedthetime)oh

Kumkani:yesandauntyVulaaskedmetotellyou



thatshesteppedouttogetyouguyssomethingto

eat

Zanele:ohok.Willthatbeall?

Kumkani:iwouldliketotalktoyou

Zanele:thisisaworkplaceKumkaninottheJola

household.Wheniminthisspaceifocusonwhat's

here

Kumkani:iunderstandyouweretryingtoprotect

memabutdidyouhavetodoMbalilikethat?

Zanele:what?

Kumkani:thewayyourevealedherdirtylaundryis

notthewayamotherwould

Zanele:ohsoyouaregoingtoteachmeabouthow

tomothermyownchildrennow?TellmeKumkani

didyouwanthertohumiliateyouinfrontof

everyone?

Kumkani:ofcoursenotbut...

Zanele:butnothing.Ican'tbelieveyoucameallthe

waytotellmethat



Kumkani:issheyourchild?

Zanele:(scoffed)whatnow?

Kumkani:onlystepparentsdothistotheirstep

children

Zanele:wherewereyouwhenicarriedMbali?

Kumkani:iwas2

Zanele:istherenotavideoofmegivingbirthto

Mbali?

Kumkani:thereismabutthewayyousometimes

treatherisunfair

Zanele:getoutofmyoffice

Kumkani:ma...

Zanele:shouldicallthepoliceonyouandtellthem

thatindeedyoubombedtheatm(heswallowed)i

thoughtasmuchsotakeyourdryassandstickit

upinyourbusiness

Kumkani:imsorry

Zanele:ilongaskedyoutoleavemyoffice.Comein

hereandaskmestupidquestionsaboutachildi



carriedfulltermandbirthed.Out!

Kumkani:beforeigolet'stalkaboutthe"PRIVATE

ROOM"(shegavehimalookasheswallowed)oki

guessnot

HesaidleavingwhileZanelesighedsittingback...

Zanele:kids

AttheJola's...

Mbali'sphonerangassheranfromthebathroom

butsighedlookingatthenameandsilencedit.She

sighedagainandsatinfrontofhermirrorchecking

herselfoutandherskinwasstartingtohavesome

breakouts...

Mbali:wow



Asshesaidherphonerangagainandsighed

answering...

Mbali:whatdoyouwant?

Mandla:hibaby

Mbali:don'tyoudarehibabyme

Mandla:comeonloveimissyou

Mbali:ohreallynow?Whataboutyourbabymama?

Mandla:iaskedyoutonevermentionherwhenwe

aretalking

Mbali:whynot?Isn'tyoudecidedtochooseher

overme

Mandla:chooseherover...what?Mbaliithought

whenallthisstartedweagreedthatwearedoingit

forfun

Mbali:yesbuticaughtfeelingsalongthewayand

youcan'ttellmeyoudidn't



Mandla:ofcoursenot

Mbali:welliloveyouandiwanttobewithyou

Mandla:youknowthat'simpossibleMbali.Comeon

lovewehavebeenhavingfunnowyouwannaruin

allthefun?

Mbali:yeahrightthesamefunthatmademefailmy

firstyear

Mandla:socanwemeetafterworkinghours?

Mbali:ijusttoldyouthatifailedmyfirstyear

Mandlaandyoutellmeabouthookingup?

Mandla:babecanwemeetatthehotelafterwork.

Mbali:(sighed)okfine.Ineedabreatherfromthis

houseanyway

Mandla:putonthatsexyrednumberok

Mbali:Mandlastop

Mandla:imisshearingyoumoanmynameyou

know

Mbali:(chuckled)youaresick



Mandla:foryoumylove

Mbali:(laughed)mxmbye

Mandla:byebooboo

TheyhungupasMbalismiledputtingherphone

down.Athoughtcrossedhermindasshe

massagedherstomachandcheckedtheclinic

numberbutfrownedasshecouldn'tfindit.She

rolledhereyesandwenttothebathroomagainin

smiles.

BackinMsomi'sfuneralparlour...

AfterdoingalotofthinkingZaneledecidedtotake

thephoneanddialCherel...

Cherel:Cherelspeakinggoodday

Zanele:heyhowisyourdaygoing?



Cherel:goodthanksandyours?

Zanele:amazing.YouarespeakingtoLee

Cherel:ohLeewhatapleasuretoreceiveacallfrom

you

Zanele:(chuckled)there'ssomethingiwouldliketo

talktoyouaboutactuallysomeone

Cherel:ohokdearnoproblem

Zanele:howlonghaveyouknownthisZuluman?

Cherel:wehavebeeninbusinesstogetherforyears

nowsoiknowhimverywell.He'ssomeonewho

makessuretosucceedonsomethingonceheputs

hismindintoit

Zanele:thisissueofmebeingtheownerofLee

truckinganddecidingtobeanonymousseemsto

notbesittingwellwithhimright?

Cherel:yeshebelievesMrJolawaskilledandthat's

howthecompanyrightswereacquired

Zanele:oh?

Cherel:yes.Apparentlyhewenttoapartyat



Dumisani'sson'shousethisweekendandhe

bumpedintooneofthedriverswhohewas

informedthathewasacousintoDumisani'sson's

wifebutthenhefailedtobuythestoryandfeelslike

there'smoretoit.TellmedoyouknowtheJola's?

Zanele:iknowthemfromadistanceimnotcloseto

anyofthem(scoffed)Zuluneedstomoveonwith

hislifehowiacquiredtherightsshouldn'tmatterto

him.Whyaremenlikethis?

Cherel:youcanaskthatquestionagain.Whycan't

hejustmoveonliketherestofus.Heeventoldus

thatDumisaniusedtomessaroundwithayoung

ladycalledZanelemaybethatZaneleisthesame

ZanelewhokilledDumisaniandacquiredtherights

Zanele:excuseme?

Cherel:howfoolishdoesthatsound?Imeanthere

arealotofZanele'sinthecountryandagainhow

doyoucallyourselfLeewhenyournameisZanele?

Doesn'tmakesenseatall

Zanele:pleasetalktoZulubecauseidon'twantto

seemlikeabadperson.Tothinkthaticannever



hurtaflythensomeonethinksimighthavekilleda

wholehumanbeingandthatmynameisZanele.

Kindlytalktohim

Cherel:iwilltrymybest

Zanele:pleaseremindhimthathehasalottolose

Cherel:exactly

Zanele:bye

Cherel:bye

TheyhungupasZaneleheavedahugesigh

throwingherheadback...

Zanele:Zuluidon'twanttodothis,idon'twantto

dothis,pleasedon'tmakemedothisibegyou.It

wouldn'thurttostayinyourownlanepleasedon't

makemehurtyou

Shesighedandpackedthefilesaway.



AttheJola's...

TheguardsopenedforZuluashedroveinwhile

Thembekasatundertheshadewaitingonhim.He

sighedgettingoffhiscarandjoinedher...

Zulu:goodafternoon

Thembeka:AfternoonZulu

Zulu:youremembermeright?

Thembeka:whywouldn'ti?Youaredatingmyson

inlaw'smother

Zulu:(chuckled)yes

Thembeka:imsurprisedyoudecidedtovisit

Zulu:yeahwelliwanttotalktoyouabout

something

Thembeka:oh,ok

Zulu:yournephew



Thembeka:ohokwhatabouthim?

Zulu:wheredoeshismotherstay?

Thembeka:inSoweto

Zulu:ohok.IsheZuluorXhosa?

Thembeka:mixofthetwo.Why?

Zulu:thingisipickedthathehadazuluaccent

Thembeka:ohok.Whyareyouinterestedin

knowinghim?

Zulu:imashareholderinthecompanyheworksfor

soijustwantedtogettoknowhimalittle

Thembeka:soyouthoughtiwastherightpersonto

giveyouyouranswers?

Zulu:yes

Thembeka:whydon'tyouaskhiminsteadsince

y'allworktogetherwhyme?

Zulu:ididn'twanttomakehimfeeluncomfortable

ormakehimthinkthathe'sintroubleorsomething

Thembeka:bettertheinformationyougetfromthe



horse'smouththansomeoneelse

Zulu:iwillrememberthatnexttime.Hasheever

beeninvolvedincrimebefore?

Thembeka:yeshecameoutofprisonbeforehe

lookedforwork

Zulu:whatwashetakeninfor?

Thembeka:(lookedintohiseyes)murder

Zulu:oh?Sohewasfoundguilty?

Thembeka:yes

Zulu:butwhydidhegetreleased

Thembeka:idon'tworkwithjudgesorprosecutors

soyouareaskingthewrongperson

Zulu:butashisauntyoushouldknowanywaydo

youthinkhecankillaperson?

Thembeka:againyouareaskingthewrongperson.

Doyouthinkhehaskilledsomeone?

Zulu:ye..noit'sjustthatiwanttobesurethatwe

aresafeatwork



Thembeka:ohokthen.Anythingelse?

Zulu:yourdaughter

Thembeka:whatabouther?

Zulu:whatkindofbusinessissheinto?

Thembeka:sheownsacosmeticcompanyanda

villawithherfriendandisalsotheCEOofour

funeralparlour.WhatdoyouandNomayezatalk

aboutinyourhouseifyoucancometomewith

suchquestions?

Zulu:ohisee.What'shernickname?

Thembeka:whyareyouaskingmesomany

questions?Areyouadetective?

Zulu:no

Thembeka:thenwhat'sallthis?Youarehonestly

makingmeuncomfortable.HernameisZeederived

fromZanele

Zulu:hassheworkedforatruckingcompanybefore?

Thembeka:ofcoursenotmydaughterhasalways

beeninlovewithbeautyandproperty



Zulu:ohiseeokthenthankyouforyourtimeMrs

Msomi

Thembeka:oknoproblembutitwasweirdifimay

say

Zulu:(chuckled)sorryforthatijustwantedtoknow

youguysbetterimeanwearefamilynow

Thembeka:yeah

Zulu:haveagoodafternoon

Thembeka:youtoo

Heswunghiskeysonhisfingergoingtohiscar

whileThembekaslowlyshookherhead.The

secondhedroveout,Thembekaclickedhertongue

andcalledZanele...

Zanele:ma?

Thembeka:youwon'tbelievewhojustleft

Zanele:who?



Thembeka:Zulu

Zanele:thismanishonestlybecomingaserious

problemnowandifidon'tdosomethingaboutit

nowimightregretitlater

Thembeka:ihavebeensayingmychildbutyousaid

weshouldjustlethimchasehisowntail

Zanele:iguessiunderestimatedhimbutit'snota

problemiwilltakecareofhim.Ispoketooneofthe

shareholdersandshetellsmethathetoldthemthat

Dumisaniwasmessingaroundwithayounglady

calledZanele

Thembeka:hejustaskedmeamillionquestions

aboutyouandBulldozer

Zanele:ahnoididn'twanttodothisbutnowihave

nochoice.Ihavecomethisfartoletamerestupid

zulumanthinkheknowsbestimeanit'sbeenover

20yearsnowsincethatpervetfriendofhisdied

whycan'thejustmoveon?Menneedtostop

thinkingthattheworldrevolvesaroundthem,they

aren'tGod

Thembeka:justmakesureyoutakecareofthis



idiotbeforethingsgetoutofhandorelseiwill

Zanele:(sighed)yeahiwillmathanksfortheheads

up

Thembeka:anytimemybaby

TheyhungupasThembekaclickedhertongue

goingintothehouse.

AttheStation...

Masilela:youcalledformecolonel

Molao:yespleasehaveaseat

Masilela:okthissoundsserious(hechuckled)

Molao:yesitis.Itakeworkseriousdetectiveso

shouldyou

Masilela:idosir

Molao:really?

Masilela:yes



Molao:that'sgoodthen.Canipleasehavethe

statementsfromthebunchifboysyouarrestedon

Saturday?

Masilela:(clearedhisthroat)ikindofmisplaced

them

Molao:isthatso?

Masilela:yescolonel

Molao:andyousayyoutakeyourjobseriously

Masilela:ido

Molao:thenhowdoyoumisplace7statements?

Masilela:ihavealotofthingstodocolonelmaybe

that'showtheygotmisplaced

Molao:ohisee.OkDetectivethatmeanstheni

havetopunishyoufornotbeingresponsible

Masilela:ahcolonelcomeonnow

Molao:yesthosestatementsareveryimportant

detecive.It'seitheryoufindthemin24hrsoryou

gettoworkatthefrontdeskfor2weeks

Masilela:iwilllookforthemcolonel



Molao:rememberyouhave24hrs

Masilela:yessir

Molao:youmayleave

Masilelamadehiswayoutandasheclosedthe

doorshesighedrubbinghisfaceandwenttohis

office.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Zuluparkedhiscarinhispotandsighedsitting

backdeepinthoughts.Hetookhisphoneand

dialedLeeTruckingoffices...

Lady:welcometoLeeTruckinghowmayibeof

help?

Zulu:gooddayyouarespeakingtoMrZulu

Lady:ohMrZuluit'sgoodtohearfromyou,how



mayibeofhelpsir?

Zulu:areyoustillabletoaccessemployeeprofiles

from26yearsago?

Lady:that'salongtimeagobutibelieveiwouldbe

ableto

Zulu:okkindlytryandfindMrJola'sPA'sprofilefor

me

Lady:whatwashername?

Zulu:Zanele

Lady:ohok.Iwillcallyoubackinafewsir

Zulu:thankyou

TheyhungupasZulusighedonemoretimeand

headedintothehouse.

^

^

^

^



^

.....
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Hethrewhiskeysonthediningtableandwentto

thekitchentogetsomethingtodrinkasNombulelo

camerunningdownthestairs...

Nombulelo:ohitsyou

Zulu:(frowned)whereisyourmother?

Nombulelo:shewentforasocietalmeeting

Zulu:ohok.What'sfordinner?

Nombulelo:excuseme?

Zulu:iwasjustaskingiwasn'tpokingforanattack

Nombulelo:ohsoialwaysattackpeople?

Zulu:ineversaidso



Shelookedathimfromdownupandheadedback

asheclearedhisthroat...

Zulu:canwetalk

Nombulelo:youknowifannoyingwasapersonit

wouldhonestlybeyou

Zulu:ngiyaziwhynisafunikumamela(idon'tknow

youalldon'twanttolistentome)

Nombulelo:sikumamelauthethantoni?(Welisten

toyousayingwhatexactly)ukuthiichomiyakho

iswelekile?(Thatyourfriendisdead)Ifuswelekile

thengoodriddancehedeservesitafterwhathedid

tous

Zulu:iknowyoudon'tmeanthatbutyesiwantus

totalkaboutthat

Nombulelo:believewhateverstupidtheoryyou

wanttowedon'tcare(shesaidgoingup)

Zulu:yourfatherwasmessingaroundwithayoung

ladycalledZanele



Nombulelostoppedandfrownedstilllookingaway.

SilencehittheroomasZuluwaitedonherreaction.

Sheswallowedandslowlyturned...

Nombulelo:whatdidyoujustsay?

Zulu:yourfatherwascheatingonyourmotherwith

uZanele?

Nombulelo:wheredoyougetthat?

Zulu:Dumisaniwasmyfriendsohetoldme

everything

Nombulelo:whichZanelearewetalkingabouthere?

Zulu:ididn'tknowthesurnamebutallhetoldme

wasthatshewasamazingandevenplanningto

takeherasasecondwife

Nombulelo:haibo!?

Zulu:yessoihaveafeelingthisZanelecouldbethe

sameasyoursisterinlawhaveyouseenhowthat

womanlooksataperson?Shewouldkill



Nombulelo:(laughed)youreallyhavesomesick

obsessionwithZaneleyouknow?Everysecondits

ZanelethisandZanelethatcanwegoadaywithout

hearingthatnameinthishouse?Y'allcanbe

intimidatedbythingsthatdon'tevenknowhow

manylettersmakethewordintimidation.Zulu,tata

isgonemoveon.

Zulu:nomygutfeelingistellingmeadifferentthing

Nombulelo:uzosalaaphonegutfeelingyakho

thinasgqubekilengempilo(youwillstaytherewith

yourgutfeelingwhilewehavemovedonwithlife)

andanotherthingyoudon'tevenknowthesurname

itcanbeanyZaneleforallweknow

Zulu:iaskedthecompanyreceptionisttolook

for...(hisphonerang)yesshe'scalling.Iaskedher

tofindmeyourfather'sPAprofile.Hi

Lady:MrZulu

Zulu:yeswhatdoyouhaveforme?

Lady:hernamewasZaneleMatjikizaandlookingat

thedatesshehassincemovedtotheUK

immediatelyafterMrJolapassedon



Zulu:ohokthanks.Pleasedon'ttellanyoneihave

beenlookingforthisinformation

Lady:ohoksirnoproblem.Goodday

Zulu:goodday(hesighedhangingup)

Nombulelo:(shrughershoulders)and?IsitZanele

Msomi?

Zulu:noitsZaneleMatjikizaandshemovedtothe

UK

Nombulelo:youseejustgiveitup

Zulu:butonethingthatdoesn'tsitwellwithmenow

iswhydidshemovetotheUKimmediatelyafterMr

Joladisappearedandi...

Nombulelo:(lookedupwithherhandsraised)bawo

thixosomandla,ngenelela,nangumntan'akhoanga

funiukugqubekangempiloyakhe.HaiboZulu,

nyankengoku?(Lordtakecontrol,here'syourchild

whodoesn'twanttomoveonwithhislife.Really

nowZulu)pleaseburythisthingandmoveon

becauseit'shonestlystartingtoannoyme



ShesaidgoingbackupwhileZuluslowlywentto

thecouchandsatdowndeepinthoughts...

Zulu:somethingisdefinitelyuphere.Dumisanimy

friendwhereveryouareimgoingtomakesureiget

tothebottomofthis,there'snohowyoucan

varnishintothinairlikethis.Youlovedyourfamily

andfoughtforthemwitheverythingyouhave,you

builtthiscompanyforthemandidon'tdoubtthat

youwoulddowhateveryonethinksyoudidtothem.

Iswearonyourlifebuddythatifanyonedid

somethingtoyoutheyaregoingtopayaheftyprice.

Imnotperfectyesbutforyouandyourfamilymy

friendiwillfighttodeath

HesaidsittingbackwhileatthetopNombulelo

frownedlookingdownathim.Sheswallowedgoing

intoherbedroomandsatonherbed...

Nombulelo:whatifthismanisright?(Frowned)why

didthisZanelemoveimmediatelyafterdad



disappeared?

Sheaskedherselfbutgotnoanswerasshescoffed

andclappedoncelyingdown.Shetookherphone,

thoughtforasecondandshookherhead.

THATEVENING

AttheJola's...

ZaneleandBonganilaughedplayingwithone

anotherwhilecomingdownthestairs...

Zanele:youaresosilly

Bongani:atleastistillgotgame.Wowmathefood

looksamazingifyouretiringmeantuseatinglike

thiseverydaythenthankyousomuchfordoingiti

don'tmindpayingyou(theyalllaughed)



Thembeka:idon'tcomecheapthoughsonny

Bongani:thankyousomuchforremindingme(they

laughed)

Zanele:Mbali!?Dinnerisready!

Thembeka:she'snothome

Zanele:why?

Thembeka:shesaidshewasgoingoutwithher

friends

Zanele:ohbutshedidn'tsayanythingtous

Thembeka:doyoublameher

Zanele:reallynowmom?Wearetheparentsand

she'sthechildhowdoessheexpectustoreact

whenwehaveexpectedsomuchfromher

Thembeka:let'snotdwellmuchintoit.Kkhowwas

yourfirstday?

Kumkani:pukedthefirsttwotimesbutigotthe

hangofitasthedaywent

Thembeka:awwmypoorgrandson.Zanelebaby

don'tyouthinkmaybeyouarebeingunfaironthe



boy?

Zanele:how?

Thembeka:clearlyhe'snotmadeforit

Zanele:buthe'smadeforotherthingshuh?

(Kumkaniswallowed)

Bongani:whatdoyoumean?

Zanele:whendidMbalisayshewillbeback?

Thembeka:shedidn'tsay

Zanele:shebetternotstayuptoolate

Thembeka:justleavethechildalone.She's19let

herlive

Zanele:19andpregnant

Thembeka:howwasyourdaymysonny

Bongani:amazingma.IhavethisnewPAshe'sall

sortsofamazing

Zanele:(frownedlookingathisgrin)ohreallynow?

Bongani:nolove(chuckled)notinawayyouare

thinkingimeansheknowsherjob



Zanele:yetyouaregrinninglikethat

Bongani:haibobabe,imgrinningbecausefinallyim

goingtobeworkingwithsomeonewhoknowsher

jobverywell.Idon'thavetoteachheranything.I

meanshecameallpreparedma,sheknewwhati

likeandallidoonMondays.Thecoffeewasperfect

andmycardidn'tstaylongatthecarwashandshe

alsoknewthatihaveanallergyfornuts

Thembeka:wowshereallydidherassignmenthey

Zanele:(scoffed)morelikeoverdidit

Kumkani:whydoisenseabitofjealousyfromyou

mom?

Zanele:iwasonceaP...(clearedherthroat

coughing)

Bongani:honeyareyouok?

Kumkani:it'sthejealousydad(himandThembeka

laughed)

Zanele:it'sasignthatyouneedtostoptalking

aboutstrangersonourdinnertable

Bongani:lovethough



Zanele:mmmh

Shesaidtakingherglassofwineandtookasipas

theycontinuedtocatchup.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Nomvulasighedcomingdownstairsandsmiled

findingeveryoneeating...

Nomvula:y'allcouldn'twaitformeisee

Nombulelo:betweenyouandmystomachiwill

alwayschoosemystomachdear

Nomvula:ohwow

Nomayeza:howwasyourfirstdaymygirl?

Nomvula:itwasnotafirstdaypersayZeewasjust

showingmetheropesandishouldsayiminspired

byhowthatwomangetsittogether.Herplateisso



fullbutshemakesitlooksoeasy

Nombulelo:yohbethuna,Zanelethis,Zanelethatall

dayeverydaywhenwillweevergetadaywherewe

don'tmentionthatwoman?

Nomayeza:don'tmindhernanaimgladyouhada

goodtimeandlearnedalot

Nomvula:ohyesmama.Sheofferedmeajobatthe

villaofficessothat'swhereiwillbestarting

tomorrow

Nomayeza:ohwonderful

Nombulelo:congradulationssis.Beingabootlicker

isworkingforyouneh?

Nomayeza:haiboLelowhyareyoulikethis?

Nombulelo:mamycarneedsservice

Nomayeza:idon'thavemoney

Nombulelo:sincewhenma?

Nomayeza:soyouknowmywalletnow?

Nombulelo:youneverrunoutofmoneythatiknow

forsure



Nomayeza:idon'thavemoneylyingaroundLelo.

Getajob

Nombulelo:wowma

Nomvula:howmuchdoyouneed?

Nombulelo:4k

Nomvula:ohokiwillEFTyouthemoney

Nombulelo:putanextragranfordiesel

Nomvula:noLelo

Nombulelo:doesmycarusewatertodrivearound?

Nomayeza:that'salotofmoneyLeloyouknow

yoursisterhasthingstodoaswellandagainwhy

don'tyousellthiscaranddowngrade?Youdon't

havethemoneytomaintainitanyway

Nombulelo:youknowwhatit'sfineifyouguysdon't

wanttohelpme.Iwillseewhattodo

Nomvula:iwillEFTyouthe5kLelostopsulking

Nombulelo:isaiditsokNomvulaiwillseewhatto

do



Nomvula:youknowit'snotokyourproblemisthat

youneverwanttolisten.MrZuluyouaresoquiet

today

Nomayeza:andyouhaven'ttouchedyourfood

Zulu:(sighed)ihavebeenthinkingaboutmyfriend

alottoday.Sorry

Nomvula:ohaboutthat,ihadachatwithZeeearlier

andshesaidifwewanttofindanymore

informationonthismattersheismorethanwilling

tohelp

Zulu:(frowned)oh?

Nomvula:yesandithinkitwouldbegreatsinceshe

hasalotofresourcesandknowsalotofpeople

Nomayeza:ihonestlythoughtwewerenevergoing

togobacktherebutthenitwouldn'thurttoget

clarityofwhatexactlyhappened

Nomvula:yeahisaidthesamethingtoher

Nombulelo:whywouldshewanttohelp?

Nomvula:she'smarriedtoDumisani'ssonhello?



Nomayeza:exactly

Nombulelo:ohwellthendowhatyouwantimnot

gettinginvolved

ZulusatbackandfrownedlookingatNombulelo

thensoftlyrubbedhislipthinkingandsighedgoing

backtohisfood...

Zulu:iguessitwouldn'thurtgettinganextrapairof

eyestolookintothis

Nomvula:thankyou

Nombuleloshookherheadandcontinuedtoeat.

AttheDlomo's...

SamkeloandSbuquietlyhadtheirdinnerand

finishedwithoutsayingawordtooneanother.Only



thetvwastalkinginthelivingroomastheyboth

sighed...

Both:weneedtotalk

Samkelo:yougofirst

Sbu:noyougofirst

Samkelo:iwantustotalkaboutthebigelephantin

theroom.WearenotthesepeopleSbu.Ourhouse

isneverthisquiet.Wealwayshavealottotalk

aboutbuttheonlythingwesaidtooneanother

whenwearrivedfromworkwas"hi"andthat'snot

healthy.IloveyousomuchSbuandiwanttobe

withyouforeverthatiswhyihavedecidedto

conquermyfearsandtryforababy

Sbu:(smiled)areyouforreal?

Samkelo:yesforreal

Sbu:ohwowthankyousomuchmylove.Youdon't

knowhowmuchthatmeanstome

Samkelo:marriageisnoteasybutittakesthetwo

ofustomakeitworkandcompromisingplaysa



hugeroleinthat

Sbu:thankyousomuchlove

Samkelo:(smiled)sowhatdidyouwanttosay?

Sbu:iwasgoingtosaythatiunderstandyour

reasonsfornotwantingachildandimnotwithyou

becauseionlywantachild,imwithyoubecausei

loveyou,childornotiwillalwaysloveyou

Samkelo:(smiled)awwiloveyoubabebutihave

madeupmymindlet'shaveababy

Sbu:yeay!(Theylaughed)

Samkelo:ithoughtmaybeyouwouldliketostart

now

Sbu:don'ttemptmelove

Samkelo:(droppedastrapofhershirt)timewaits

fornoman

Sbu:youknowwhatsaynomore,comehere

SamkelolaughedrunningtothebedroomasSbu

ranafterher.



Atthehotel...

MbalifinishedbathingandjoinedMandlaonthe

diningtableinatowelonlywhileheworeboxers

onlyaswell...

Mbali:whyareyoulikethisthough?

Mandla:likewhatlove?

Mbali:ihavebeentryingtoavoidyoubutican't

seemtostayawayfromyou

Mandla:neithercanibabe(hesaidtouchingher

hair)

Mbali:shouldmydadfindoutaboutthisweare

dead

Mandla:that'swhyheshouldnevereverfindoutmy

love(herphonerang)

Mbali:speakofthedevil(shesilencedit)



Mandla:areyounotgoingtotakeit?

Mbali:nopetheyshouldjuststayawayfrommeim

havingatimeofmyownandspeakingofhavinga

timeofmyownithinkimreadyforround2

Mandla:(smiled)nowyouarespeakingmy

languagecomehere

Heliftedherupasshecrossedherlegsaroundhis

waistwhiletheyfrenchkissed.Hesoftlylaidher

downonthebedwhileshecaressedhislean

musclesasheloosenedhertowel.Hewentforher

neckasshesoftlymoanedbitingherlowerlipwith

hereyesclosed.Mandlasoftlymovedhisfingeron

herthighasshegaspedand.....#REMOVED

InThembisa...

LeratolaughedwithdetectiveMasilelaasthe

bartenderbroughtmoreshots...



Masilela:whatarewecelebratingagain?Imeanits

amondayforcryingoutloud

Lerato:whosaidwecan'tgooutonMondays?It's

mogoduMondayforcryingoutloudsoletloose

man

Masilela:butwearegoingtoworktomorrow

Lerato:let'sjustsayipulledafewtricksand

managedtoscoreusadayofffromthecolonel

Masilela:ohsoyouguysdoingfavoursforone

anotheroutthereneh

Lerato:ohcomeonSile.Iwantedtohangoutwith

youmanandagainithinkcolonellikesmeyou

know

Masilela:(laughed)inyourdreams.Thatmanis

probablymarriedto3women

Lerato:youthink?

Masilela:sothomenarewhores

Lerato:haiboMasilelaimsothoaswellwatchhow

youspeakofus



Masilela:y'allwhoresthen.(Downedhisshotand

groaned)bringsomethingstrongermyguy

Lerato:gethimwhiskeyplease,makeitadouble

Waiter:ontherocks?

Masilela:imnotgoingtoworktomorrowsono

ThewaiterdidasdirectedwhileLeratosmiled

lookingathimdancewhilesippingonhervirgin

cocktail...

Masilela:whyareyoudrinkingthosecolourful

things?

Lerato:imawomanMasilela.Hereyougo

Masilela:(downedit)keepthemcomingmyboy

Lerato:bathongwena

Masilela:azikhalentomboo

Lerato:wait,letmeaskyousomething

Masilela:ok



Lerato:(showedhimapicture)youknowtheowner

ofthiscar?

Masilela:(blinking)ohyesthat'sZinokuhle'scar

Lerato:youknowhersurname?

Masilela:Tomba'something

Lerato:here'syourdrink

Masilela:(downedit)goodnowkeepthebeers

flowing

Lerato:youarereallyouthey

Masilela:ihavebeengiventhegreenlightsweetie

(helaughedwhileLeratoChuckled)

Lerato:sohowcanigetincontactwithher?

Masilela:she'soneofthebestprivateinvestigators

andinformationtechnologistsintown.Whatisit,

youwanttoworkwithheronacase?

Lerato:yesplease

Masilela:shelivesattheZaneleJola'smansionin

waterfall



Lerato:(smiled)ohok.Waitergivemesomething

strong

Masilela:yeay!

Lerato:(smiledsendingatext)wegother

Masilela:(singing) youwanttobum-bumwanna

chillwithbigboys...

Leratotookherglassofwhiskeyandtookasipwith

asmileonherfacewhilesheshookherhead

lookingatMasileladancingwiththeyounggirls.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AtBongani'sI-tech...

Hesighedandputhisbagonthedeskandhunghis

jacketonthejacketholderlooseninghistieand

unbuttonedthetopbuttonasthedooropenedand

hefrowned...



Bongani:iseverythingok?(Valentinesoftlyshook

herhead)okokcomeinandtellmewhat'swrong

Valentine:whydoesthisalwayshappentome?

(Sheburstintoacry)allihaveeverdonewas

becomeagoodgirlfriendtohim

Bongani:(gaveherabottleofwater)okhere.Drink

up

Valentine:(shedid)ichosehimovermyfamilyand

hegoesanddoesthistome?Thisisnotfair

Bongani:imsosorry.Icangiveyoudayoffifyou

like

Valentine:andgowhere?Gowherewhenhehas

kickedmeoutofourflat

Bongani:what!?

Valentine:hetookallmythingsandthrewthemout

thewindow.Ihadtoshamefullypickthemupwith

everyonelookingwhileipaidforrentandeven

boughtgrocery(shecriedmore)he'sajerk

Bongani:yesheisandhedoesn'tdeserveyou.No



manshouldtreatawomanlikethis

Valentine:rightnowihavenowheretogo,ican't

findaplacetostayinsuchashortspaceoftime

andihavenoonehere.It'sjustamessiguessiwill

justhavetoswallowmyprideandsleepinmycar

(shecriedmore)

Bongani:nonotellyouwhat,makesureyouhave

everythingofyoursinyourcarthencleanupyour

face.Youwillcomewithmetomyhousewhenwe

knockoff

Valentine:thankyouMrJolabutidon'twantto

invadeyourspaceandyouneedtospeaktoyour

wifeaswell

Bongani:shewon'thaveaproblem.Ican'thavemy

employeesufferlikethiswhenicanhelpout

Valentine:areyousureMrJola?

Bongani:yesimsure

Valentine:thankyousomuch

Shesaidhugginghimandputherfaceonhisshirt



ashesoftlyrubbedherbackwhileshesniffed

lettinggoofhim...

Valentine:imsorry

Bongani:it'sok

Valentine:letmegocleanup

Bongani:noproblem

ShegavehimherbackandsmiledwhileBongani

sighedshakinghishead...

Bongani:somementhough

AtthePoliceStation...

ColonelpunchedinLerato'snumberandashewas

abouttopresscallaknockcamethroughashe

sighedandputthephonedown...



Colonel:comein

Zulu:goodmorningsirmynameisZuluandiasked

forthestationsuperiorandtheyledmehere

Colonel:ohwelcomeMrZuluimcolonelMolaoyou

mayhaveaseat

Zulu:thankyou

Molao:whatcanidoforyouMrZulu?

Zulu:ihaveafriendwhodisappeared25yearsago

andgavehiscompanytosomeladycalledLeebuti

haveafeelingthere'sfoulplayinthis

Molao:whatmakesyouthinkso?

Zulu:DumisaniJolawasafamilymanandhebuilt

hiscompanyforhisfamilyandforhimtogiveitall

toastrangerreallyraisesafewhairstrands

Molao:haveyouopenedamissingperson'sfile?

Zulu:yesbutthecasegotthrownoutbecausehe

wasnowheretobefoundandnopersoncan

varnishlikethatunlesstheyaredead



Molao:soyouthinkhewasinvolvedwithbad

peoplewhoswindledhiscompanyoffhishands

andtookhislife?

Zulu:yesbutthenagaintherewasaPAhemessed

aroundwith

Molao:asincheat?

Zulu:yes

Molao:ohokwheredoesthePAgetinallofthis?

Zulu:ihaveitongoodauthoritythatshemovedto

theUKrightafterMrJola'sdisappearancewas

announced.HernameisZaneleMatjikiza

Molao:ohokletme...(hisphonerang)ineedto

takethisitsmyboss.Pleaseleaveyournumberso

wetalkmoreaboutthis

Zulu:thankyousomuch

Molao:thepleasureisallmineihopewegettofind

theanswersyouarelookingfor(answered)sir

Zuluputhiscardonthedeskandheadedout.He



gotinhiscarandsmileddrivingout...

Zulu:atleastthere'ssomeonewhodoesn'tthinkim

chasingnothing

Hesighedjoiningtheroadandincreasedtheradio

volumesingingalong.HesmiledseeingaLee

Truckingtruckandsteppedontheaccelerator.The

driverofthetruckchangedgearsandcheckedthe

mirrorsthenchangedlanesinfrontofMasilelawho

frownedandchangedlanes...

Zulu:haibothisguy

Ashewasstilltryingtomakesenseofwhatjust

happenedthetruckdriverquicklyturnedthe

steeringwheelasthebackofthetruckhitZulu'scar

asatyreburstanditrolledouttheroadwhileevery

carcametoaquickstop.Zanelehitthebreaksand

smiledasshequicklychangedseatswithBulldozer.



Sheliedbehindthetruckseatsandmadeacall

whileBulldozergotoffthetruckandwenttothe

scene...

Zozski:madam

Zanele:howfarareyou?

Zozski:ijustparkedinfrontofthetruck

Zanele:good

Shecamefrombehindtheseatsandcheckedthe

coastaseveryonewasfocusedonseeingwhat

happenedtoZulu.Shegotoffandgotinthecar

Zozskiwasdrivingashetookoff...

Zanele:(smiledlookingthroughthemirror)sorry

notsosorryZulu.Restinpeace

Zozskisteppedontheacceleratorasthepolicecar

andambulancecamewailing.



^

^

^

^

^

.....
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11

Man:everyonepleasebackoff!

Woman:ha'yininkingangawebhuti,sfuniku'bona

(what'swrongwithyouwewanttosee)

Woman:yebowhatifweknowtheperson?

Man:guysyoudon'tknowwhatmighthappento

thecarpleasestepback!

Officer:everyonemakewayfortheparamedicsand

thepoliceofficersplease!



Theymovedbackasotherofficersputtheredtape

aroundthescenewhiletheparamedicscarefully

tookZuluoutwiththehelpoffirefightersandlaid

himonthestrecherastheyattendedhim.Colonel

Molaohitthebrakesandgotoffhiscarrunning

throughthecrowd...

Molao:whathapp...waitwhat'sgoingonhere?

Officer:hehasbeeninvolvedinanaccidentweare

stilltryingtogettothebottomofwhatexactly

happened

Molao:nothismanjustleftmyofficeafewminutes

ago.Sirishealive(theparamedickeptquiet)i

askedaquestion!?

Paramedic:canyoujustletusdoourjobplease!

Molao:(breathingheavily)whosawwhathappened

amongstallofyou?

Bulldozer:alliheardwassomethinghitthebackof

mytruckandthatwasit

Molao:whichtru...(heturnedandsawLeeTrucking



truck)soyouarethedriver?

Bulldozer:yesofficerandpeoplearewaitingon

theirdeliveriesnow

Molao:givemeyourcontactsthenleave(hedid)

Bulldozer:howishethough?

Molao:sir?

Paramedic:it'snotlookinggood.Hispulseisvery

faintweneedtorushhimtothehospital

Molao:ohokimrightbehindyou.Siriwillcontact

you

Bulldozer:oksir

TheyloadedZuluintheparamediccarwhileMolao

gotinhiscarandfollowedthem.Bulldozerwent

backtothetrucksmilingwhiletheotherofficers

andfirefightersclearedtheaccidentscene.He

carefullyjoinedtheroadanddialedZanele...

Zanele:tellmethegoodnews



Bulldozer:whereareyou?

Zanele:office

Bulldozer:he'sasgoodasdead

Zanele:yeshecalledforitsohegotexactlywhathe

orderednoonegetsinthewayofUmcgwabiand

thinkstheywilllivehappilyeverafter.Bloodysonof

abitch

Sheclickedhertonguehangingupandcalledthe

receptionist...

Lady:helloma'am?

Zanele:telleveryonethatbossladywillbebuying

lunchtoday

Lady:(smiled)ohokthankyouma'am

Zanele:youareallwelcome

Shehungupandsmiledputtingherfeetonthedesk



eatingherdriedfruits.Behindtheambulance,

ColonelMolaotookhisphoneanddialedconstable

Lerato...

Lerato:colonel?

Molao:areyouup?

Lerato:yeah.What'sup?

Molao:youwon'tbelievewhatjusthappened

Lerato:what?

Molao:amancalledZulucameintomyofficeto

reportamissingpersonfrom26yearsagoandhe

suspectsthere'sfoulplay.Thismissingmansigned

offhiscompanytoaladybuthesuspectshisPA

gotsomethingtodowithitandthisPAmovedto

theUKimmediatelyafterMrJoladied

Lerato:anotherJola?

Molao:yeahanotherJola.He'sthefatherto

BonganiJolawhoisZaneleJola'shusbandandthis

PA'snameisZaneleMatjikisanowthefunnything

isthatZuluhasbeeninvolvedinanaccidentright



afterheleftmyofficeandisinacriticalcondition

Lerato:what!?

Molao:yesidon'tthinkthere'saZanelethatmoved

totheUK.Thecompanyisbeingrunbyawoman

namedLeenowtellmewhichnicknamescanyou

derivefromthenameZanele?

Lerato:ZeeorLee(thoughtfully)wait,youthinkthis

ZaneleJolacouldbetheZaneleMatjikiza?

Molao:asfarfetchedasitsoundsithinkso.This

man'saccidentisnotacoincidencetrustme

Lerato:thatibelieve

Molao:andwhatdidisayaboutthisZanelewoman

thefirsttimeilaidmyeyesonher?

Lerato:shecan'tbetrusted

Molao:exactlysowearegoingtobeveryvigilant

aboutthisone,don'tmentionanythingtoanyone

andihopeandprayMrZulusurvives

Lerato:yeahnehbecauseshouldhesurviveit

wouldmakethingsabiteasier



Molao:yeah.Wejustarrivedatthehospitalwewill

talklaterneh

Lerato:yeah.WhenwillyoutakeinZinofor

questioning?

Molao:laterineedtoattendtothisone

Lerato:ok.Seeyoutomorrow

Molao:bye

Hehungupandranaftertheparamedicsasthey

tookZulutotheemergencyroomwhileLerato

slowlysatbackthinkingaboutwhatcolonelMolao

justtoldhim.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

AnuberdroppedNombulelooffbythegateasshe

openedandwentinwithafewshoppingbagsinher

hands.Shesighedopeningthedoorashermother

turned...



Nomayeza:ohyouareback,hawushoppingbags?

Nombulelo:yesineededafewnewthings

Nomayeza:thatdoesn'tlooklikeafewtomeand

whereisyourcar?

Nombulelo:it'sbeingserviced

Nomayeza:ithoughtyouneededthemoneyforit

Nombulelo:yesidid

Nomayeza:butyouwentshopping

Nombulelo:servicingmycarcosts3kmom

Nomayeza:butyoutook5kfromyoursister

Nombulelo:yesdidistealfromher?Noshegave

methemoney,theothermoneyimgoingtoput

dieselandtheremainingiuseditforthese.You

shouldseethesneakersigotmyselfihavebeen

dyingtogetthemand...

Nomayeza:soyouthinkthat'sagoodthingtodoto

yoursister?Justlikeyoushe'sunemployed



Nombulelo:aisokamamaisn'tZaneleandBongani

alwaysgiveherthousandsofmoneyeverymonth

sowhynothelpherspendthem

Nomayeza:youaredelusional

Nombulelo:ohcomeonmarelaxigotyouablouse

aswell

Nomayeza:returnitandgiveNomvulahermoney

Nombulelo:haibo,whyareyoubeingungrateful?

Nomayeza:i...(herphonerang)youknowwhat,this

iswrong.NomayezaJolahello?

Man:goodmorningma'amyouarespeakingtoDr

FoxfromBarahospital

Nomayeza:(frowned)ohoksirhowmayihelpyou?

Man:doyouknowamancalledThembaZulu?

Nomayeza:yesiseverythingok?(Nombulelo

frowned)

Man:hewasinvolvedinacaraccidentinThembisa

pleasecometothehospital

Nomayeza:(stoodup)what!?



Man:yesma'amaskforDrFoxwhenyougethere

thankyou

HehungupasNomayezaswallowedahugelump

withhereyeswidenedlookingatNombulelo...

Nombulelo:andthen?

Nomayeza:Zuluhasbeeninvolvedinacaraccident

Nombulelo:what?

Nomayeza:yesijustspoketothedoctornow.

Comelet'sgo

Nombulelo:waitwhathappened?

Nomayeza:idon'tknowLeloleavethosethingsand

comewithme!

Nombulelo:yebomamahawuthere'snoneedfor

youtoshout

NomayezagrabbedhercarkeysasNombulelo



followedher.

AtMsomi'sFuneralparlour...

MbalislowlywalkedintheofficewhereKumkani

wasworkinginasheslowlylookedup...

Mbali:yeahnehifitsnotmommy'slittlefavorite

boy

Kumkani:Mbali

Mbali:intheflesh

Kumkani:whatareyoudoinghere?Areyounot

supposedtobelookingforyourunbornbaby'schild

andfundstorewriteyourexams?

Mbali:aren'tyousupposedtobewashingbodies?

Ohwait,aren'tyousupposedtobebustingitopen

foranothermaninprisonnow?Youlowlife

schemingcriminal

Kumkani:(scoffed)yougotissuestosolvegirlbut



thisisnottheplace

Mbali:wheredoyouthinkyouaregoingtoendup

withthismanipulationofyours?

Kumkani:whoimimanipulatingnow?

Mbali:orshouldisayyourdeceivingpersona?It's

goingtocatchupwithyoubigbrotherandiwillbe

thereinthefrontrawlaughingatyouandyour

mother

Kumkani:youtriedtobringmedownsisbutyoufail.

ThewordofGodsaystouchnotmyanointed

Mbali:(burstintoalaugh)ohreally?Youanointed?

AndwhatdoyouknowaboutGodanyway?

Kumkani:alotthatyoudon'tlittlesis.Wheredid

yousleepanyway?

Mbali:that'snoneofyourbusiness

Kumkani:ohokweshallseeifitwillstillbenoneof

mybusinesswhenyougethome.Youkeepdigging

yourgravedeeperanddeeperwhileimtryingto

helpyouout

Mbali:iwouldratherdiethanbehelpedbya



spinelesssuckerlikeyou

Kumkani:okthat'senoughinsultsforthedaysis.

Canipleasegetbacktowork?

Mbali:youcallthiswork?Yeahright

Shethrewthejuiceshehadinherhandathimasit

spilledalloverthedocumentshewasworkingon...

Kumkani:Mbali!Whatthehell!?

Mbali:let'sseehowyouhandleyourmotherboy

Shelaughedstruttingherpetitebodyoutwhile

Kumkanisighedshakinghishead...

Kumkani:thislittleloosewhore

AttheHospital...



Nomayezaparkedthecarasshequicklygotoffand

pacedinsidethehospitalwhileherdaughter

followedher...

Nombulelo:idon'tunderstandwhyyouarethis

concernedhe'snotevenyourhusband?

Nomayeza:gooddayma'amimlookingforDrFox

heaskedmetocomehere

Lady:pleasegotohisoffice,5thdooronyourleft

Nomayeza:thankyou.ComeLelo

Nombulelorolledhereyesshakingherheadasher

motherknockedonthedoor...

Dr:comein

Nomayeza:gooddaysirimNomayezaJola

Dr:thatwasfast

Nomayeza:istayinBarbequeDowns



Dr:ohokpleasetakeyourseats

Nomayeza:thankyou.IsMrZuluok?

Dr:firstofallhowdoyourelate?

Nomayeza:wearelovers

Dr:ohok.(Sighed)ma'amMrZuludidn'tlookgood

whenhewasbroughtinbutsofareverythingis

comingtoastablestate

Nomayeza:ohthankyouLord

Dr:yes.Hispulseisfullyback,itwassofaintwhen

hegothereandwehadnohopeatall.Hehithis

headhardonthesteeringwheelandcausedsome

nerverapturingbutwemanagedtofixthose.He

alsobrokehisarmand2ofhisribsbutit'snothing

wecan'ttakecareof

Nomayeza:ohwonderfulimgladeverythingis

stable.Iwasthinkingtheworsthonestly

Dr:hereallysurvivedaterribleonebecauseim

informedhiscarisunrecognizable

Nomayeza:thankyoudoctorwhencanweseehim?



Dr:tomorrowoncehe'sawakerightnowhe's

sadatedbecausewewantthemedicationtowork

Nomayeza:okdoctornoproblem

Dr:seeyoutomorrow

Nomayeza:ok

Shesighedoutofreliefandleftwithherdaughter

followingher.TheygotinthecarasNombulelo

quietlyputonherseatbelt...

Nomayeza:areyouok?(Nombulelokeptquiet)Lelo?

Nombulelo:huh?Ohyeahyeahimgoodmom.Ijust

hopehemakesit

Nomayeza:don'tworryhewill

ShezonedoutagainasNomayezafrownedlooking

atherandshookherheadswitchingtheradioon

focusingontheroad.



AtMandla'shouse...

Hesmelledhimselfandcheckedhisclothesand

openedthedoorashebumpedintohiswifewitha

trashbaginherhand...

Mandla:heylove

Shemovedhimoutofthewayandheadedtothe

trashcanwhileMandlagrinnedgettinginsidethe

house...

Mandla:imdeadtoday

Hesighedgoingtothekitchenandtookhisglass

openingthetapforwaterbutnonecameout.He

frownedopeningthefridgeandthetankwasempty

eventhebottleandfrownedmorelookingatthe



emptyfridge.Hiswifecamebackintothehouse

andcontinuedwithcuttingherveggies...

Mandla:what'sgoingoninthehouse?(Shekept

quiet)Dianneimtalkingtoyouwhyisthefridge

emptyandwhyistherenowater?(Shejustkept

quiet)Diannewhatdidyoudowithmoneyforthe

housebills?

Shewentintothepantry,lockedherselfinsideand

cameoutwithtwocutsofmeat...

Mandla:what?Youarehidingfoodfrommenow?

(Shequietlyslicedthemeatintostrips)Dianneim

talkingtoyou,what'sgoingonhere?

Sheswitchedonthestoveandputthepanheating

theoilthenthrewtheveggiesinside...



Mandla:Dianne?

Shequietlyseasonedtheveggiesandputinthe

meatstripswhileMandlasighedgoingup.Hetried

toopenthebedroomdoorbutitwaslocked...

Mandla:ohwowreallynowDianne?(Hewentdown)

areyougoingtolockmeoutofmybedroomnow?

Dianne:mayipleasehaveyourcarkeys?

Mandla:(frowned)what!?

Shesighedandwenttohisbagandtookthecar

keysputtingtheminherbreasts...

Mandla:whatareyoudoing?(Shequietlyminded

herpots)canipleasehavemykeys?

Sheputonherheadsetsandsangalongtothe



musicfromherphonewhileMandlascoffedand

wenttothelivingroom.Hetooktheremoteputting

thetvonandrealisedthatthedecoderwasnot

there...

Mandla:oknowthisisbull.Dianne!?

Dianne:(tookoffherheadsets)nonoyouarenot

goingtoshoutatmelikeamadman

Mandla:iwanttochangeandalsowatchtvandeat

what'sallthis?

Dianne:yeahright(shesaidputtingtheheadsets

backonandwhistled)

Mandla:ihonestlydon'thavetimeforthisim

talkingtoyouDianne

HetookherphoneasDiannegrabbedherglassof

waterandsplasheditonhimashegasped...

Mandla:whatthehell!?



Dianne:bringmyphoneback

Mandla:ineedtounderstandwhatididwronghere

Dianne:Mandlabringbackmyphone

Mandla:bringmycarkeys

Dianne:youmustbesick

Mandla:okyouarenotgoingtopullyourcoloured

stuntsonmeok.Bringmykeysnow

Dianne:saythatagain?

Mandla:whatdididowrongDianne?

Dianne:gobacktowhereyoucomefrom

Mandla:huh?

Dianne:youheardthatright.Gobacktowhereyou

arefrom

Mandla:thisiscrazy

Dianne:Mandlaisaidgetthehelloutofmyhouse

andstaythereuntilyourealisewhatyouhavedone

wrong

Mandla:babethemeetingtooklongsoidecided



to...

Shegrabbedherphonefromhishandandputher

musicbackonwhistling...

Mandla:ohwow.Justwow

HesaidgoingtositoutsideasDiannelockedallthe

doors.

THATEVENING

AttheHospital...

NombuleloopenedthedoorandfoundZuluawake...

Nombulelo:thedoctorsaidyouaskedmetocome

seeyou



Zulu:(softly)yes

Nombulelo:whymeandnotyourgirlfriend?

Zulu:becauseiwantyoutoseewhatiwastalking

about

Nombulelo:idon'tfollow

Zulu:thepersonwhokilledyourfatherisaliveand

isthesamepersonrunningthecompanyandthe

verysamepersonwhotriedtokillmeandthat

personisyoursisterinlaw

Nombulelo:(swallowed)whydoyouthinkso?

Zulu:(frowned)ohsoimnottalkingbullnow?

Nombulelo:(sighed)ihavetoadmit,something

aboutthistheoryofyoursmakessenseandafter

youmentionedaZanelelastnightithoughtaboutit

andcouldn'tstopthinkingwhyshewouldmoveto

theUKimmediatelyafterdaddisappeared

Zulu:there'snoZaneleintheUKLelotheZaneleis

amongstus.IfshewasintheUKhowcomedidi

getinvolvedinacaraccidentafterspeakingtothe

policeandafteraskingThembekaMsomiabouther



daughter?MyaccidentisnotacoincidenceLelo

(Leloswallowedasherheartraced)Zaneleisthe

sameLeerunningthiscompanyandshemarried

yourbrothertoblindsidethewholefamilyandyou

aretheonlypersonicantrusthere.Iwenttoask

hermotherquestionsdeliberatelytoseeifanything

wouldhappen

Nombulelo:whatifyoudied?

Zulu:lifeisallabouttakingrisks.Sodoyoubelieve

menow?

Nombuleloheldherwaistandheavedahugesigh

pacingaroundtheroom...

Nombulelo:noican't,sheclaimstoloveBongani

Zulu:that'srightsheclaims,shedoesn'tlovehim

shemarriedhimforherownselfishreasons

Nombulelo:butwhy...(sighed)youknowwhati

needtosleeponthis.Thiscan'tbehappening(she

tookherbag)



Zulu:Lelowait.Remembertonotbreathawordto

anyoneaboutthis.Ihaveinvolvedthepolicethey

arecomingtoseemetomorrow

Shelookedathimandswallowedleavingwithout

sayingaword.Hesighedandclosedhiseyes...

Zulu:ihopeyoudon'toverreactplease

AttheJola's...

Mbaliparkedhercarandsighedgettingoff...

Mbali:herewego

Shesaidlockingitandheadedtothefrontandas

sheopenedshewasmetbyaveryhotslapasshe

staggeredbackholdinghercheek...



Mbali:ma!?

ThembekaandKumkanicamerunningdownthe

stairs...

Zanele:Iza'phaMbali(comehereMbali)

Mbali:whydidyoudothatfor?

Thembeka:whatdidshedo?

Zanele:isaidcomehereMbali!

Shesaidgrabbingherbytheneckofhershirt

pullinginside...

Thembeka:haiboZanelestop!

Mbali:youarehurtingmeareyoucrazy!?

Zanele:whereareyoufromthistimeMbali?



Mbali:letgoofme!(Shedidandslappedheragain)

Kumkani:ma!?

Zanele:itsbeen24hoursMbaliwherethehellare

youfrom?

Mbali:youknowwhatidon'thavetimeforthisshit!

Youareacrazyconnivingbitch!

ZanelewidenedhereyesshockedasMbalistormed

offtoherbedroom.Zanelewantedtofollowherbut

Thembekastoppedher...

Thembeka:youwillhavetogetthroughmefirst

Zanele:didthislittleungratefulbratcallmeabitch!?

Maibirthedthischildmoveoutofmyway

Bongani:haiboguysgoodevening!(Theyallturned)

what'sallthecommotionabout?

Zanele:Yourdaughterjust...



ShefrownedandstoppedtalkingasValentine

pulledherbagsinsideandsmiled...

Zanele:(withherlipscurved)andthen?

Bongani:babethisisValentinethenewPAiwas

talkingaboutshehasnoplacetostayandiasked

hertocomestaywithus

Zanele:(frowned)what!?

Kumkani:(smiledcheckingherout)mayiplease

helpwiththebags?

Zanele:nonoKumkaniwait,Bongani?

Bongani:(sighed)Ok,KKhelpVoutbabelet'sgoup

Zanele:whatdidyoujustcallher?

Bongani:babenow

ZanelelookedatasmilingValentinefromdownup

asBonganitookherhandandtheywentup...



Kumkani:thiswayplease

Valentine:thankyou.Youaresuchagentleman

Kumkani:ohreallynow

Hechuckledopeningtheguestroomdoor.Whileby

thetrafficlightsZinogotpulledtothesidebythe

police...

Zino:(rolleddownherwindow)goodeveningsir

howmayibeofhelp?

Molao:(showedherhisbadge)mynameisColonel

Molaoandiwouldlikeyoutocomewithmetothe

Station

Zino:why?Dididoanythingwrong?

Molao:weneedtoaskyouafewquestionsma'am

soifyoudon'tmindhopintomycarandmyofficer

willdriveyours

Zino:ohok.

Molao:thankyou



ShegotoffconfusedandwentintoMolao'scaras

theotherofficerdrovehers.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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BonganiclosedthedoorasZanelesighedlooking

athim...

Zanele:whatisthisBongani?

Bongani:babetrustmeshe'sagoodperson



Zanele:ohreallynowBongani?Didimissa"charity

home"signoutsidemaybe?

Bongani:comeonnowloveyouarebeingunfair

Zanele:unfair?Youwanttoknowwhatunfairis

Bongani?

Bongani:lovekeepyourvoicedown

Zanele:NoBonganiimnotgoingtolowermyvoice

ifitmakesheruncomfortablethengoodriddance

shemightaswellleave!

Bongani:MrsJola

Zanele:unfairisyoubringingaskunkintomyyard...

Bongani:Zanele!

Zanele:yesaskunkBonganiisaidit.Youcan'tjust

springaskunklikethatoneonmyfaceinourspace

withouttalkingtomefirst

Bongani:imsorryloveshehasnowhereelsetogo

Zanele:weallhaveachoiceBonganiyoucan'ttell

meyouweretheonlyoption!

Bongani:iactuallywas.Ihadaswampeddaylove



henceicouldn'tsayanythingtoyou.Youseethati

nevergottocallyouthewholedayionlysenta

shorttexttellingyouiwasbusy

Zanele:therearehotelsalloverMidrandBongani!

Bongani:shejuststartedwork!

Zanele:yetyousayshe'sagoodpersonwhenyou

havemetherlikewhat,30secondsago?Comeon

Bongani,comeon!

Bongani:(sighed)babepleasecalmdownand

understand.Herboyfriendkickedheroutoftheir

flat

Zanele:(scoffedchuckling)unbelievableBongani

youaresounbelivable.Sincewhendowedosuch

things?

Bongani:shehadnowhereelsetogo

Zanele:shehadahotelasanoptionBonganiJola

ShesaidclappingherhandsasBonganisighed

takingoffhisshirtgoingintothebathroom.

MeanwhileintheguestroomdownstairsKumkani



smiledshowingherthebathroom...

Kumkani:andyouhaveyourownbathroom

Valentine:wowyouguyshavebeautifulhousebut

yourmomsoundslikeshe'snothappytohaveme

around

Kumkani:don'tworryshewillcomearounddad

alwaysknowshowtocalmherdown.Momis

selfishwhenitcomestoherspaceallyouhaveto

doisrespectitandyouguyswillgetalong

Valentine:(sighed)iguessihavenochoice

becauseidon'thavemuchoptions

Kumkani:mynameisKumkanibythewayimthe

firstbornandim23years

Valentine:(smiled)niceimValentine,23yearsof

ageaswell

Kumkani:letmeguessyouwerebornonthe14thof

Febright?Yourparentsgotalittlewarmerduring

winterneh?

Valentine:(laughed)youaresosilly.Yesiwasborn



onthe14th.Sowhatdoyoudo?

Kumkani:imhelpingmymotheratthefuneral

parlourwhilelookingforajob.Ihavea19yearold

littlesistershe'sstillsulkingupstairs

Valentine:that'showlastbornsare

Kumkani:tellmeaboutit(theylaughed)didyou

havesomethingtoeat?

Valentine:nobutimgood

Kumkani:don'tbesillywewerejustabouttohave

dinner

Valentine:iwouldratherstayinhereandsettle

down

Kumkani:that'swhenmomisgoingtogoballistic

onyou,youneedtobeactivearoundthehouse

Valentine:ohokiguessishouldstickaroundyouto

beabletogetthroughyourmom

Kumkani:(smiled)yeah

Valentine:letmegetinthebathroomsowegoto

thelounge



Kumkani:cool

ShewentintothebathroomwhileKumkanisaton

thebedsmilinglookingaround...

Kumkani:it'sabouttogethotinthisroom

Mbalifrownedgettingoutofherroomandfound

hergrandmotherinthelounge...

Mbali:what'sallthenoiseabout?

Thembeka:youdon'twanttoknowaboutit.

Kumkani,Valentineimputtingfoodonthetable

Mbali:(frowned)whendidZinochangehername?

Thembeka:let'sjustsaythisValentineisthereason

whyyourmomanddadarefighting

Mbali:(laughed)what!?



Thembekashookherheadgoingtothediningtable

withMbalifollowingherasKumkaniandValentine

came.UpintheroomBonganifinishedshowering

asZanelefollowedhimoutoftheshower...

Bongani:soyouaregoingtofollowmelikethat?

Zanele:yesBonganiuntilyouhearmeout

Bongani:enoughZanele!Enough!

Hesaidthrowingat-shirtonthebedasZanele

swallowedlookingathimwithafrownonherface...

Zanele:didyoujustraiseyourvoiceatme?

Bongani:howlonghaveibeentryingtotellyouto

listentome?Valentineisnotgoinganywhereuntil

shefindsaplacetostaywetheryoulikeitornot

Zanele:Bo...

Bongani:thisismyhouseaswellandmywordis

finalnowareyoucomingdownornot?



Zanelepoutedbreathingheavilyandswallowed

followinghimasherphonerang...

Zanele:Zino?

Zino:ihavebeentakentoapolicestationfor

questioning

Zanele:wait,what!?(Bonganiturned)

Zino:yesbutcalmdownihaveeverythingunder

controldon'tcomeijustwantedtoletyouknowso

thatyoudon'tstartworryingaboutme

Zanele:areyousure?

Zino:yes

Zanele:okiwillbewaiting

Zino:ifanythingiwillcallMgqobi

Zanele:goodbutimnotgoingtobeduntilyouget

here

Zino:(scoffed)ok(theyhungup)



Bongani:whatisit?

Zanele:Zinohasbeeninvolvedinanaccidentbut

shesaysit'snothingmajor

Bongani:issheok?

Zanele:yesshesaysshe'swaitingtobetreated

thengotothepolicestationforastatement

Bongani:ok

TheywentdownasZanelescoffedseeingValentine

onherseat...

Zanele:wow.Notonlydoyoufallintomyhouselike

poopyoualsotakemyseat

All:haibo!

Zanele:getoffmyseat

Kumkani:reallynowmom?

Valentine:imsorryididn'tmeanto...

Zanele:ndithephumashlalwenisam(isaidgetoff



myseat)

Valentineswallowedandtookherplategoingtosit

nexttoKumkaniwhileBonganieyedher...

Zanele:what?Youallknowthatthisismyseatand

nooneisallowedtosithere

Mbali:comeonit'sjustamerechair

Zanele:youbettershutupbecauseimnotdone

withyou

Mbali:tatayour...

Zanele:ithipe,ithipendikubonisekuthindiku'bani

ithipeMbali(justsayitandiwillshowyouwhoi

am)

Thembeka:haiboZanelewhyareyousoangry?

Zanele:mawhydopeoplealwaysfeellike...

Thembeka:(pointedherwiththetableknife)

rememberwhoraisedyouyounggirl.Thisisa

dinnertablenotawrestlingringdoyouunderstand?



Ifyoucan'trespectmerespectyourmanatleast

andteachyourdaughterhowawifebehaves.You

areoldtobeshoutinglikethisman

Zanele:youknowwhatidon'thavetimeforthis

Sheclickedhertonguepushingherplateawayand

wentup...

Bongani:manawe(notyoutoo)babecomeonnow

don'tbelikethis

HesaidfollowingherbackupwhileMbalitookher

glassandtookasipwhileValentinefocusedonher

plate.

AttheStation...

ColonelMolaocamewithacupofcoffeeandapad

witharecordingdeviceandputthemonthedesk...



Molao:sorryaboutthatihadtotakecareof

something

Zino:it'sokcolonelthereareculpritscominginand

outofapolicestationeverysecondsoiunderstand

Molao:thankyou

Zino:beforewebeginthisisjustaquestioningright

imnotarrested?

Molao:yesma'ambutyoucancallyourlawyerif

youwant

Zino:noimgoodcolonel

Molao:ohok.Whowasthatyouwerecallinginthe

car?

Zino:mysister

Molao:ohokwecanstartnow.(Pressedthe

recording)thisisColonelMolaowithMsZinokuhle

TombaleinThembisapolicestationat19:15fora

questioningsessioninlinewiththedeathofZolani

Phiriwhodiedduetofoodpoisoning(Zino

swallowedbutkeptastraightface)MsTombaledo



youknowthepersonimtalkingabout?

Zino:nocolonel

Molao:ma'amwherewereyouonSaturdaylate

afternoon?

Zino:iwasoutinThembisadoingsomecharity

work

Molao:whatkindma'am?

Zino:iwasgivingoutfoodhampersto5familiesi

spotted

Molao:didthesefoodhamperscontainfruits?

Zino:yescolonel

Molao:wheredidyougetthesefruits?

Zino:fromthelocalmarketladies

Molao:whynottheshop?

Zino:becauseibelievefreshfruitsarefromthe

localmarketladies

Molao:thesamefruitsthatarealwayslaidoutin

thesun?



Zino:theladyiboughtfromhasashadecolonel

Molao:ohiseewouldyourememberher?

Zino:yesialwaysbuyfromher

Molao:ohok.Soyoupackedthesefruitsyourself?

Zino:yescolonelwiththehelpofmyadopted

mother

Molao:doyourememberthiswoman?

Zino:yescolonelshe'soneoftheeldersipickedto

donatetothatday

Molao:okthisisthesamewomanwhohaslosta

grandsonaftereatingthefruitsfromyou

Zino:(heldhermouth)areyouforrealcolonel?

Molao:yesma'am.Tellme,howdoyouknow

ZaneleJola?

Zino:she'smyboss

Molao:youlivewithher?

Zino:yessir?

Molao:whathappenedtoyouradoptivemotherto



enduplivingwithZanele?

Zino:shestayswithus,Zaneleismyadoptivesister

Molao:ohsoZaneleisyourbossandsisteraswell?

Zino:yescolonel

Molao:ohok.(Sighed)thankyouma'amweshalldo

athoroughfollowuponthismatter

Zino:pleasedobecausethelastthingiwantisto

beaccusedofkillingsomeonethoughididn't

Molao:wedefinitelywillma'am

Zino:thankyou

Shesmiledastheofficergaveherherbelongings

whileColonelMolaosighedsittingbackwriting

Zanele'snameonhispadandcircleditthenwrote

Zino'sname,themarketlady,Shaka,Kumkani,Zulu

andDumisaniJolaaroundit...

Molao:youZaneleareonehellofawomanbutone

dayisonedaymydearest



Heclosedhispadandtookhisotherthingsleaving.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AtMandla'shouse...

Diannemadesuretheirsonwasallpackedupas

hisubercametocollecthim.AllthattimeMandla

wasstillasleeponthecouchasDiannewenttothe

kitchenandgotaglassofwater.Shewentbackto

thecouchandslowlypouredthewateronhimashe

gaspedwakingup...

Mandla:geezDiannewhatthehellisthis?

Dianne:areyounotashamedofyourself?Yourson

sawyousleepinginthecouchwhatkindofexample

areyousettingforhim?

Mandla:doyoublameme?



Dianne:excuseme?

Mandla:thisisallyourfaulthadyouletmesleepin

ourroomortheguestroomatleasthewouldn't

haveseenthis

Dianne:whatdoyouwantfrommeMandla?

Mandla:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Dianne:wheredidyousleepyesterday?Doyou

knowhowikepttorsingandturningbecauseiwas

worriedaboutyou?Onlyforyoutocomehomean

eveninglater

Mandla:themeetingtooklongandidecidedto

bookaroomididn'twanttodisturbyouguysandi

wenttoworkfromthehotel

Dianne:withthesameclothesMandla?Whywas

yourphoneoff?

Mandla:thebatterydied.Ihadnochoicelove

Dianne:liesMandlalies!Youhaveasparecharger

inyourfuckingcar!Andyouhadachoiceofcoming

hometochangeandgobacktotheoffice!Stop

lyingtomeMandla



Mandla:babeim...

Dianne:(smashedtheglassonthefloor)god

dammitMandlaicalledthefuckingofficeandthey

fuckingtoldmethatyoudidn'tcomein.Who'sthe

bitchyouareshaggingbehindmyback?

Mandla:Diannecalmdown!Imnotshagging

anyonebehindyourback!Imarriedyouforcrying

outloud!Whatdoyouwantfromme!?Huh,tobleed

throughmyearsthenyouwillseethatiloveyou

andonlyyou!?Isthatwhatyouwant?

Dianne:(swallowed)Mandlai...

Mandla:noshutupDianne.Iworkdayinandday

outforyouandourchild.Forustohaveabetterlife

butyou,younevermissafuckingchanceof

accusingmeofcheating.ImworkingDianne!

Dianne:honeyim...

Mandla:nosaveitDianneimthemanofthehouse

nottheotherwayaround.Youchosetobea

housewifedidn'tyou!?

Dianne:yes



Mandla:sodon'tyoudaretakeoutyourfrustrations

onmeDianne!Ihavealwaystoldyouthatyouare

freetodowhateveryouwantwhenitcomestoyour

career.Haveinot?

Dianne:youdolove

Mandla:thenwhydoyoualwaysinsisttreatingme

likeimafucking5yearoldhuh?Isitbecauseim

black

Dianne:nolovecomeonnow

Mandla:noDiannedon'ttouchme,isleptonan

emptystomachandisleptonanuncomfortable

couchallbecauseofyourstupidinsecurities

Diannei...youknowwhatineedashowerthenleave

forwork

Dianne:shouldimakesomethingtonibbleon?

Mandla:saveyourfoodidon'twantit

HeclickedhistonguegoingupasDianneleanedon

thecounterandsighedshakingherhead...



Dianne:DianneDiannewhat'swrongwithyou?

Shesighedagainandmadeherhusbanda

breakfastandlunchpackanyway.

AttheJola's...

AfterBongani,KumkaniandValentinelefttowork

Zinomadewayuptothemasterbedroomwhile

Thembekawateredherplantswithher

granddaughter.ShefoundZanelestandingonthe

balconylookingattheview...

Zino:bosslady

Zanele:(turned)justthepersoniwaslookingfor

Zino:everythinggood?Iheardmothersayingthere

wascommotionlastnight

Zanele:itsjustBonganigettingonmylastnervebut

that'snotimportant.Areyouok?



Zino:yeahbutimessedup

Zanele:whatareyousaying?

Zino:theboywekilled,lookslikethegrandmother

rememberedmyplatenumber

Zanele:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Zino:yes.Itoldthecolonelthatiboughtthefruits

fromaladyfromthemarketplace

Zanele:didyounow?Don'tyouthinkthecolonelwill

gooutthereandaskthemarketladies?

Zino:ihavetakencareofthat

Zanele:areyousureshewillcooperate?

Zino:yesandagainthepoisoniusedcanbefound

insomefruitsjustthatihadtoenhanceitabit

more

Zanele:sothatmeansthiswomanwillbeonthe

clearaswell?

Zino:yes

Zanele:(sighed)thankGod,ithoughtmaybenow

wehadtogetridofthisstupidcolonel,whoishe



anywayandwhereishefrom?

Zino:ihavemyguyslookingintohimiwillletyou

knowonceigetsomething.AnynewsonZulu?

Zanele:theyarequietandidon'twanttoask

anythingbecauseitwouldraisesuspicions

Zino:ifhewasdeadtheywouldhavecalledright

away

Zanele:exactlyibelievethatsonofabitchsurvived

theaccidentishouldhavejustwentstraightinto

him(sheclickedhertongue)

Zino:doyouwantmetofinishhimoff?

Zanele:nonohewasfromapolicestationsohe

toldthatstupidcolonelsomethingwhatwehaveto

doisbeathimathisowngame

Zino:howthough?

Zanele:wehavetothinkaboutitandfast

Househelper:(opened)sorryma'ammayiplease

havethelaundry?

Zanele:iwillbringitwhenifinishheredearwhat



youcandonowischangetheguestlinenplease

putthecheapest

Househelper:ok(sheleft)

Zaneke:iainthavingnocheapslutputtingherticks

onmyItaliansilklinenhellno

Zinolaughedastheytriedtocomeupwithaplanto

tackletheirproblems.

Atthehospital...

ColonelMolaoandConstableLeratomadetheir

wayinsideZulu'sroomashefrownedsittingup

holdinghischest...

Zulu:whoareyouwithnow?

Molao:theonlyofficeritrustinthatstation.

ConstableLerato



Zulu:ohawoman

Lerato:doyouhaveaproblemwiththatsir?

Zulu:no

Lerato:ihopesobecauseyouneedmeasmuchas

youneedthisman

Molao:okok,gunsdownletsgetdowntothe

businessofthedaywehavealongdayaheadofus

constable

Lerato:yesplease

Molao:MrZuluiwouldlikeyoutostartfromthe

beginning

Zulu:ok(clearedhisthroat)mynameThembaZulu

andimalongtimefriendofDumisaniJolawhois

nownowheretobefound.DumisaniJolaandiwere

inbusinesstogetherand2otherinvestorsor

shouldisayshareholdersbutMrJolawasmore

closetoi,weweregoodfriendsandiknew

everythingabouthimandbyeverythingimeaneven

hissidechick.DumisaniJolamessedaroundwitha

youngladycalledZaneleMatjikizawho'snow



supposedlyinUK.Youwillunderstandwhyisay

supposedlytowardstheendofthisstatement.25

yearsagooutofnowherewelearnedthatJola

TruckingwasnolongerJolaTruckingbutLee

TruckingandthisLeehappenstobeawomanwho

chosetobeanonymous.Firstquestionwhyisshe

anonymous,secondquestionhowdidsheaquire

thoserightswithoutusknowingandlastlywhy

didn'tDumisanitalktousratherthanvanishinginto

thinair.DumisaniJolawasatruefamilymanand

healwaysstressedoutthatthiscompanywasfor

hiswifeandtheirchildrenandnooneshouldever

dreamoftakingitfromthem.Heremindedusof

thateverychancehegot.Yeshewasnotperfect

buthelovedhisfamilydearlythat'swhyibelieve

there'sfoulplayinallofthis.EvenifMrJolawas

involvedincrimeshewouldhavetoldmejustlike

hetrustedmewithhissecretaffairswhichnow

takesmetobelievingthatMrJolawasmurdered

why?Fortherightsofthiscompany,bywho?

Zaneleandit'snotZaneleMatjikizaitsZanele

Msomi.ThereisnoZaneleMatjikizastayinginthe

UKtheZanelewearelookingforistheZanele



roamingthestreetsclaimingtobeawomanof

honour

Molao:sowhyareyoucertainthatthisZaneleisnot

inUKandthatit'stheZaneleMsomiyouaretalking

about?

Zulu:ifthisZanelewasintheUKthere'snowayshe

wouldhaveknownthatimdiggingforwhat

happenedtoMrJola.Secondlyideliberatelywent

toZaneleMsomi'smother,ThembekaMsomiand

askedheraboutthekindofpersonherdaughteris.

Yesshegavemetheanswersiwantedbutthatwas

formetocanceloutthisZaneleonmysuspectlist

butlookwherewearenow,imonahospitalbed

afterafatalaccidentrightaftertalkingtoThembeka

MsomiwhileZaneleisin"UK"sothiscanonly

meanonething.Ourculpritislivingcomfortablyin

WaterfallwhileMrsJolaandherdaughtersare

struggling.That'sall

Molao:wowokthankyouMrZuluthisisdefinitely

somethingtolookintoandtrustmewhenisaywe

aregoingtogettothebottomofthis



Zulu:iwouldappreciatethat

Molao:iwillarrangewiththehospitalthatyouget

movedtoanotherhospitalforyourownsafety

Zulu:iwasabouttocometothat.Thankyouso

much

Molao:domeonefavour,don'tbreathawordto

anyoneaboutthis

Zulu:mylipsaresealed

Molao:thankyou

Lerato:thankyouMrZulu

Henoddedastheymadetheirwayoutashe

smiled...

Zulu:imgoingtogetjusticeforyoumyfriend

whereveryouareimgoingtomakesureileaveno

stoneunturned

Molao:weneedtobecarefularoundthiscase

constablenooneshouldgettheirhandsonit



Lerato:illmakesureofthatcolonel.What'sthenext

step?

Molao:wehavetowatchZanelecloselyfromnow

onbutfornowineedtogotothelocalmarketand

askaboutthisZinokuhlewomanshemanagedto

escapejaillastnight

Lerato:okcolonelandMasilela?

Molao:illseetothatonewhenigetback

Lerato:ok

Hestartedthecaranddroveoutasthehospital

preparedtomoveZulu.

BackattheJola's...

Zanele:okithinkthisplanwouldwork.Goforit

whileitryandplaymycardsonthisside

Zino:noproblem



ShesmiledandleftasZanelewhistledgoinginto

thebathroomandcheckedthelaundry.She

searchedallpocketsoftheirtrousersandcameout

withafewmoneynotes...

Zanele:myhusbandandforgettingmoneyinhis

pockets

Shecontinuedtowhistlebutstoppedholdinghis

whiteshirtup...

Zanele:whatthehellisthis?(Shesmelledit)andhe

woreityesterdaybecausethisisthecolognehe

putsonMondays.Isthis...isthismakeup?

Sheheldupagainandscoffednotbelievingwhat

shewasseeing.

^



^

^

^

^

....
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Zanele:idon'tknowifBonganiistryingmeorwhat,

ma!?Mama!?

Thembeka:imoutsideZanelestopshoutinglike

that

Zanele:pleasetellmewhatthisis(shegavehimthe

shirt)

Thembeka:itlookslikemakeup

Zanele:itdoesn'tlooklikema,it'smakeupandhe

worethisshirtyesterday

Themebeka:who?



Zanele:Bonganimama,heworethisshirtyesterday

(scoffed)soBonganihasthegutstobringhisside

womaninmyhousema?

Thembeka:woahwoahZanelewhydoyouhaveto

jumptosuchconclusions?

Zanele:who'smakeupcouldthisbema?Ididn't

meetupwithBonganiyesterdaysothisisthat

Valentine'smakeup

Thembeka:youneedtocalmdownBonganiwould

neverdothattoyou

Zanele:ohreallynowma?He'saman

Themebeka:areyounotsatisfyinghiminbed

Zanele?

Zanele:wellbythelookofthingsidon'tknow

Themebeka:stopjumpingintoconclusionsand

waitforhimtocomebackfromworkthenaskhim

Househelper:ma'amiwouldliketostartwiththe

laundryplease

Zanele:gotakethebasketinmyroom(sheleft)i

sweartoyoumomifBonganiissleepingwiththat



skunkimgoingtokillher

Thembeka:ValentineistooyoungforBonganito

thinkofherlikethatcomeon

Zanele:buthisfatherdidn'tthinkiwasyoungright?

Thembeka:shutupZaneleyouneverknowwho's

listeningandspeakingaboutthatwhat'sthe

developmentwithZulu?Whyhaven'tweheard

anythingabouthisdeath?

Zanele:thatidiotsurvivedtheaccident

Themebeka:noZanelethisisnotgoodyouhaveto

finishthatbastardoff

Zanele:Zinowilltakecareofit

Thembeka:ihonestlydon'tlikehowthingsare

going.Everythinghasbeencomingalongjustfine

wehavebeencoveringourtracksreallywellnow

thingsarejust...idon'tevenknowwhattosay

Zanele:Zinoandihaveeverythingundercontrolma

relax.WearehavingdinnerattheJola'stonight

Thembeka:sincewhen?



Zanele:imissmyinlawsma

Thembeka:ohreallynow?What'sgoingonZanele?

Zanele:justmakesureyouarereadyby7pmma.

Letmegoputthisshirtaway,yoursoninlawis

goingtoknowmethistimearound

Thembeka:Zanelestoppickingunnecessaryfights

withamanhewillleaveyou.Whenyouhavea

problemwithhimaboutsomethingapproachhimin

acalmmannermendon'tlikeanoisywifeandi

don'tknowyouasone.Idon'tunderstandwhere

yougetthisbehaviourofyours

Zaneleeyedherandmadeherwaybackinthe

housewhileThembekasighedholdingherwaist...

Thembeka:kidsoftodayandspeakingtotheir

spouseshowevertheywantyoh

Sheclappedonceandcontinuedwithherwatering.



InThembisa...

ColonelMolaowalkedaroundtheladiesselling

fruitsandvegetablesaskingfortheladyZinosaid

sheboughtsfruitsfrom...

Molao:helloma.ImcolonelMolaoimlookingfora

womancalledNokubongaJele

Nokubonga:that'smesir

Molao:ohwonderful.Ma'amhowlonghaveyou

beenworkinghere?

Nokubonga:over5yearsnow

Molao:ohwowoksoiguessbusinessisdoing

good

Nokubonga:wellimnotcomplainingsir

Molao:nice.Iwouldliketoaskyouafewquestions

ma



Nokubonga:noproblemmysonyoucanaskme

anything

Molao:wheredoyougetyourfruits?

Nokubonga:fromourlocalfarmer

Molao:ohoksoheorshehasbeensupplyingyou

forthose5yearsnow?

Nokubonga:yessir

Molao:doyourememberthislady?(Showedher

Zino'sphoto)

Nokubonga:(smiled)yessirthat'smybeloved

customershealwaysbuysfruitsfromme

especiallywhenshe'sdonatingfoodhampers.A

wonderfulwellmanneredyoungladysheis

Molao:nice,ok.Sowhenwasthelasttimeshe

boughtfruitsfromyou?

Nokubonga:thispastweekendsir.Why?

Molao:wearejustconductinganinvestigationon

something

Nokubonga:isitabouttheyoungboywhodiedout



offoodpoisoning?Wehearthathisgrandmother

sayshediedaftereatingfruits.Doyouthinkit's

fruitsfromme?Officerisellfreshfruitsthere'sno

howicansellapersonpoisonedfruitsimyself

havechildrentofeedwhywouldidosuchathingto

anotherwoman?

Molao:ineversaidanything

Nokubonga:thenwhatareyoutryingtosay?Even

MsTombalewouldneverwanttohurtsomeone

deliberatelyofficernever

Molao:yesma'amiunderstandthatandlikeisaid

it'sjustaninvestigationwearenotsayinganyone

ofyouisresponsibleforthis

Nokubonga:youcanfindthattheoldwoman

conspiredwithherdaughterincapetowntokillthis

youngboysothattheycangetaninsurancepay

outandfinishtheirhouseinSoweto

Molao:oh?

Nokubonga:yes.Thisboys'smotherdiedandnone

ofusknewwhatkilledher.Shediedinhersleep

justlikehersonandaftertheinsurancepayoutthe



oldwomanfinishedthehousetheyarelivinginnow

Molao:isee.Okthankyouforyourtime

Nokubonga:anythingforyouofficer

Molaosmiledgoingbacktohiscarandsighed

callingLerato...

Lerato:and?

Molao:anotherdeadendshe'ssayingnonsense

Lerato:yohit'saproblemnow

Molao:ican'tbelievethesepeoplearegoingtoget

awaywithmurder

Lerato:don'tworrywewillcatchthemallwehaveto

doisbepatientourselves

Molao:yeahhey.Seeyouinabit

Lerato:sure

TheyhungupasMolaosighedstartingthecar.A



thoughtcrossedhismindasheswitchedtheengine

offanddialedthedoctor...

Dr:goodday?

Molao:dryouarespeakingtoColonelMolao

Dr:ohcolonel,whatcanidoforyou?

Molao:it'sabouttheyoungboywhodiedoutof

poison

Dr:ohok

Molao:younevertoldmethenameofthepoison

Dr:it'shydrogencyanide

Molao:canitbefoundinfruits?

Dr:yes

Molao:whichfruits?

Dr:notfruitsfruitsbutfruitpits

Molao:ohisee.Soitcankill?

Dr:yescolonel



Molao:(sighed)ohokthankyouDoc

Dr:thepleasureisallmine

Molao:didyoufindanypitsinhisbodythough?

Dr:nowedidn't

Molao:ohiseeok.Haveagoodday

Dr:youtoocolonel(theyhungup)

Molao:thesepeoplearesmartbutnooneis

smarterthankarmatheirdayisdefinitelycoming

Heclickedhistongueanddrovebacktothestation.

AtJola'sI-tech...

Valentineknockedbutgotnoanswerandopened

thedoortonoone.Shesighedandputthetwofiles

onBongani'sdeskandleftonlytobumpintohim

comingin...



Valentine:sorryboss

Bongani:it'sok.IprefertobecalledMrJolathan

boss

Valentine:(smiled)ohok

Bongani:areyoubusy?

Valentine:notatthemoment

Bongani:goodbecauseiwouldlikeustotalk.

Valentine:ohokimiintrouble?

Bongani:(chuckled)nonotatallpleasegrabaseat

Valentine:ok

Bongani:iwantustotalkaboutlastnight

Valentine:(sighed)youwantmetomoveoutright?

Bongani:noidon'tijustwantyoutonotworry

aboutMrsJola'sbehaviouriguessishouldhave

spokentoherfirstlikeyousuggestedbutididn't

thinkshe'dhaveaproblem

Valentine:neverassumehowapersonwouldfeel

aboutsomethingMrJola



Bongani:iknowmywifeshehardlycomplains

Valentine:butareyousureicanstay?

Bongani:yesyoucanstayit'snotaproblem

Valentine:thankyousomuchMrJola

Shetouchedhishandasheclearedhisthroat

sittingback...

Bongani:it'snotaproblem.Ihopethebedis

comfortableenough

Valentine:(smiled)yessiritis

Bongani:awesome.Allyouhavetodoisnotgetin

herwayandallwillbefine

Valentine:yeahyoursonhasalreadyfilledmeupon

that

Bongani:ohreallynow?

Valentine:yeahishouldsayhe'sabreathoffresh

airthekindofcompanyineedafterwhathappened



Bongani:(scoffed)ihopehe'snotgettingsillyideas

Valentine:(chuckled)noidon'tdoyoungboysi

rathergoforhisfather

Bongani:huh?

Valentine:(laughed)calmdownMrJolait'sjusta

jokeyoushouldseeyourface

Bongani:(chuckled)youwannakillmewithaheart

attackV,gobacktoworkandstopbeingsilly

Valentine:yessir

ShesoftlylaughedleavingwhileBonganismiled

shakinghisheadandattendedtothefilesshe

brought.AfterclosingthedoorValentinestopped

andmovedherfingeronBongani'snameonthe

doorlickingherlowerlip.Shescoffedstruttingher

curvaceousbodytoheroffice.

AtNomayeza'shouse...



Nomayezawashedthebreakfastdishesinthe

kitchenlookingatNombulelowholookedmiles

away.Sheshookherheadandfinishedandthen

pouredtwoglassesofjuicejoiningher...

Nomayeza:youdidn'thavebreakfastsohavesome

juice

Nombulelo:imfine

Nomayeza:youdidn'tevenhavedinnerwithusLelo

iseverythingok?

Nombulelo:isaidimfinemom

Nomayeza:noloveyouarenotthisperson

Nombulelo:whatdoyoumean?

Nomayeza:youarenotaquietpersonmygirl

what'seatingyou?

Nombulelo:i...(sighed)whycan'tifindajobma?

Nomayeza:sothat'swhatit'sabout?

Nombulelo:ihavetherightqualificationsand

experiencebuteverytimeiknockthedoorgetsshut



onmyface

Nomayeza:justbepatientmylove

Nombulelo:forhowlongma?Nomvulaisworking,

herlodgeisbeingbuiltandBonganigivesher

moneyeverymonthbutnotme.

Nomayeza:weknowwhyBonganiisnotgivingyou

moneyright?

Nombulelo:weweresiblingsbeforethatsnakeof

hiscameintohislife

Nomayeza:thatisexactlywhyhedoesn'tcare

aboutyouNombulelo.WhathasZaneledonetoyou?

Nombulelo:thatwitchme...youknowwhatnever

mind

Nomayeza:thatwitchwhatLelo?

Nombulelo:isaidnevermindsocanyouplease

leavemealone?

Nomayeza:(squinthereyes)istheresomethingyou

arenottellingme?

Nombulelo:(sighedstandingup)iguessishould



leaveyoualone

Nomayeza:Lelocomebackhere,Lelo?

Sheshookherheadgoingintothehousewhile

Nomayezasighedsittingback...

Nomayeza:ZaneleisagoodwomanLeloidon't

understandwhyyouhatehersomuch.Shehas

beennothingbutgoodtothisfamily

Atthestation...

MasilelasighedshakinghisheadinfrontofMolao's

officeandopenedthedoor...

Molao:finally

Masilela:herearethestatementsyouaskedfor

Molao:ohgoodmaniwasscaredthatimighthave



topunishyou

Masilela:iguessimisplacedthem

Molao:alwaysbevigilantwhenitcomestowork.

Thisiswhatputsfoodonthetable

Hesaidgoingthroughthemandsighedputting

themaway...

Masilela:and?

Molao:theywereabunchofdrunkboyslikeyou

said

Masilela:(smiled)yousee

Molao:youcangobacktowork

Masilela:okbutbeforethatcolonelwhatisgoing

onbetweenyouandConstableLerato?

Molao:whatareyouonaboutMasilela?

Masilela:youguysarealwaystogether

Molao:howisthatanyofyourbusiness?



Masilela:she'saconstablebossifanythingyou

shouldbeworkingwithme

Molao:Masilelaleavemyofficeplease

Masilela:youwillnevergetthroughanycaseifyou

keepworkingwithinexperiencedpeoplelikeher.I

meanallsheknowsishavinghernailspaintedand

wearingweaves

Molao:Masilelaisaidgobacktoworkandyou

shouldneverinsultacolleaguelikethatagain

Masilela:it'snotaninsultcolonelit'sjustthati...

Molao:Masilelaisaidleavegeezman

Masilela:okokbutneversayididn'ttellyouso

Molaoeyedhimashescoffedandleft.Hetookthe

phoneandpunchedinthenumber...

Lady:gooddaysir?

Molao:doyouhaveafreehandwritingexpertnow?



Lady:yessir

Molao:goodaskthemtocomedowntomyofficei

haveafewstatementsineedscanned

Lady:oksiriwillsendsomeonejustnow

Molao:good

Hehungupasaknockcamethrough...

Molao:(sighed)comein

Bulldozer:gooddaysir

Molao:ohthetruckdriverpleasecomein

Bulldozer:thankyou.Yousaidyouwillcallmebut

neverdid

Molao:iwasgoingtojustthatihavebeenbusy

Bulldozer:ok.Pleasetellmethatthemanisalive

Molao:yesheis

Bulldozer:(sighed)that'samazing.Iwouldn'thave

neverbeenabletolivewithmyselfknowing



someonediedbecauseofme

Molao:becauseofyou?Ithoughthe'stheonewho

hityou

Bulldozer:yeshedidbutifiwasn'tthereatthat

timehewouldn'thavehitanything

Molao:ohisee

Man:siryoucalled?

Molao:ohpleasetakethesestatementsandcheck

thehandwritingsforme

Man:ok(hetookthemandleft)

Molao:whatreallyhappened?

Bulldozer:ihonestlydon'tknowalliheardwas

somethinghitmeonthesideandthensawacar

rolling.Ibelievehewastryingtoswitchlanesbut

didn'tcountthedistancecorrectly

Molao:isee.Ohwellthankyouforcomingthoughi

didn'tcall.Mayipleasehaveyourname

Bulldozer:everybodyknowsmeasBulldozer

Molao:ok.AdriveratLeeTruckingright?



Bulldozer:yessir

Molao:okthankyou.Becarefulontheroadok

Bulldozer:yescolonel.Thanks

HesmiledleavingwhileMolaowentbacktowork.

Theofficedooropenedagainashesighedsitting

back...

Molao:whatnowofficerihavethingstodohere

Officer:areportofMrZulu'saccident

Molao:themanyousawleavingjusttoldmewhat

happenedsoidon'tneedit

Officer:ithinkyoumightwanttolookatitthough

Molao:oh?

Theofficergavehimthereportandleftashe

openeditandreaditwithafrownonhisface...



Molao:heebathong

AttheCosmeticshop...

Diannepickedafewmakeupitemsandpaid...

Dianne:isMrsDlomoin?

Lady:nosheisworkingfromtheheadquarters

today

Dianne:ohokiwillcallher

Lady:haveagooddayma'am

Dianne:thanksloveyoutoo

Shetookherthingsandwenttohercar.Sheputon

theseatbeltanddroveoutofthemallparking

dialingSamkelo...

Samkelo:lover



Dianne:heybabesithoughtyouwouldbeworking

attheshoptoday

Samkelo:yeahbutihadsomethingtoattendtoat

theheadquarters

Dianne:yeahiheardoneofthecashierssayingso.

Whydoesitsoundlikeyouaredriving?

Samkelo:imonmywaytothedoctor

Dianne:ohokareyouok?

Samkelo:yeslovejustgoingtocheckafewthings.

Sbuandiaretryingforababy

Dianne:(smiled)ohwowthat'samazinglove.About

damntime

Samkelo:yeahhey.Ittookalottogethere

Dianne:iknowlove,iknow

Samkelo:howareyouthough?

Dianne:ihadafightwithMandlaearlier

Samkelo:whataboutnow?

Dianne:ihaveafeelingthathe'scheatingonme



Sammy

Samkelo:areyouforrealnow?

Dianne:yeah.Hedidn'tsleephometheotherday

andonlycamebacktheeveningofthethenextday

Samkelo:what!?

Dianne:yeahbuthesayshewasinameetingandit

tooklongsohechosetosleepatahoteltoavoid

disturbingusandwenttoworkfromthehotelthe

followingday

Samkelo:henevercamehometochange?

Dianne:noandicalledtheofficeandtheysaidhe

wasnotin

Samkelo:ohwow

Dianne:idon'tknow,maybeimjustoverthinking

thingsbecausehetoldmethathewouldnever

cheatonmeandhewaslividthaticanthinkof

suchabouthim

Samkelo:firstofallyoucan'tbelividforsomething

youarenotdoingandsecondlywherewasheifhe

didn'tgotoworkandagaindoesn'thehavehisown



housekeys?

Dianne:hedoes

Samkelo:sowhatdidhemeanabouthedidn'twant

todisturbyouguys?

Dianne:iloveMandlaSammyandidon'twantto

losehim

Samkelo:imsorrytosaythisbuthe'sdefinitely

doingsomethingbehindyourbackmylove

Dianne:whythoughSammyiminotenoughforhim?

Samkelo:don'teverdoubtyourworthlovewewill

definitelygettothebottomofthis.Letmefinish

withthedoctoriwillgetbacktoyou

Dianne:oklove.Allthebesthey

Samkelo:thankyoubabe.Wewilldolunchandtalk

more

Dianne:oknoproblem

TheyhungupasSamkelotookherbagandwent

intothedoctor'sofficeallsmiles.



AttheHospital...

NomayezaputtheflowersshebroughtforZuluina

vaseandhelpedhimsitupandtookherseat...

Nomayeza:whydidtheymoveyouhere?

Zulu:ifeltlikeiwasn'tgettingthebesttreatmentat

thathospitalsoiaskedtobemovedtoaprivateone

Nomayeza:ohok.Howareyouthough?

Zulu:justaslightheadachebutiwillbefine

Nomayeza:youtoldthedoctor?

Zulu:yesit'sbecauseoftheheadinjuryitwill

subside

Nomayeza:ohok.Ihateheadinjuriesbecausemy

sonsufferedamnesiawhenhewasababybecause

ofit.Ittookhimlongtohealandrememberus

Zulu:don'tworryiwouldnevergothroughthat



Nomayeza:ihopeso.

Zulu:howarethekids?

Nomayeza:(smiled)Nomvulaissoexcitedabout

hernewjob

Zulu:that'sgreatandLelo?

Nomayeza:(sighed)shewassoquietthismorning.

Iguessherbeingunemployedhastakenatollon

her

Zulu:isee.Didshesayanythingtoyou?

Nomayeza:about?

Zulu:whyshe'squiet

Nomayeza:ijustsaidit'sbecauseshe's

unemployed

Zulu:ohithoughtyouwereassuming

Nomayeza:noshetoldmeso.

Zulu:ohok.Iwilltryfindhersomething

Nomayeza:pleasedo

Zulu:eventhoughshehatesme



Nomayeza:comeonZulushe'sjustbeingover

protectivethat'sall

Zulu:yeahwell

Nomayeza:Bonganiandfamilyarecomingoverfor

dinnertonightiwishyoucouldbethere

Zulu:ohisee.Don'tworryiwillbeoutsoon

Nomayeza:letmegetgoingihavesomethingto

attendto

Zulu:okbye.PleaseaskLelotocomeseemeok

Nomayeza:oknoproblem.Bye

Shekissedhimandleftashesighedclosinghis

eyes.

AttheJola's...

ZanelecamedownthestairsandfoundMbali

seatedonthediningtableonherphone.Mbali



sighedandstooduptomakeherwayuptoher

roomasZanelegrabbedherbythearm...

Mbali:you'rehurtingme

Zanele:youandiarenotdonetalkingyounggirl.

Mbali:Zanelepleaseletgoofmyarm

Zanele:(tightenedthegrip)excuseme?

Mbali:ouchma!You'rehurtingme!

ShepulledherselffromherasZanelepushedher

backonthechair...

Mbali:areyoucrazy?

Zanele:saythatonemoretimeyounggirl.Whois

thefatherifthatthingyou'recarrying?

Mbali:that'snoneofyourbusinessandit'snota

thingit'sachild

Zanele:what'swrongwithyouMbali?



Mbali:(stoodup)nowhat'swrongwithyouZanele?

Youaremymother,youaresupposedtocarefor

meandbeamotherbutnoyouhavethishatei

knownothingabouttowardsme,whathaveidone

toyou?Whathaveidoneforyoutohatemethis

muchhuh?Isitbecauseimnotacriminallikeyour

favoriteson?Isthatwhatthishateyouhave

towardsmeisabout?Thatimnotalowlifecriminal

likeKumkani?

Zanele:youknowwhatidon'thavetimeforthis

Mbali:nonoyouarenotgoinganywheremother,

whatisithaveihurtyourfeelings?Whyhaveyou

neverlovedme?Whyhaveyounevershowedme

thesameloveyoushowtoKumkani?Thesame

personyouarenowfightingwithyouralltokeep

outofprison.Moresothatyoucanembarassyour

owndaughterlikeyoudidtheotherday?Whathave

idonetoyouandhaven'tdonema?

Zanele:you'reweak!Mbaliwhatdoyouwantmeto

do?Huh?Whatdoyouwantmetodo?Ihaven't

beenamothertoyoubecauseihavetowork,iwork

hardforyoutohavethiskindoflifeMbali.Youlack



nothingbecauseofmeworkingforyou.Youareset

forlifeMbaliallbecauseofmyblood,sweatand

tearsbutwhatdidyoudo?WhatdidyoudoMbali!?

Mbali:youknowitoldyouthatihatedthatcourse!

Zanele:howdoyouhateacoursethat'sgoingto

buildyou!?

Mbali:majustbecauseyoucarriedmedoesn't

meanimanythinglikeyouma.Immyownperson

Zanele:ohyouwanttobeyourownperson?Okif

youwanttobeyourownperson,givemecarkeys

andpackeverythingthatisofyoursandleavemy

house!

Mbali:what!?

Zanele:youheardmeMbaligetoutofmyhouse

andgobeyourownpersonoutthereisn'tyouarea

grownwomannow?Go!

Mbali:youdon'thaveaheart

Thembeka:heyguys!What'sgoingonhere?

Mbali:ihopeyoulivewithyourselfknowingthat

youthrewyourownchildoutoftheirownhomeand



youknowwhatgoodriddancebecauseyoudon't

deservemeasachild.Youandyourpatheticson

deserveoneanother

Thembeka:Mbali!

SheclickedhertonguegoingupwhileZanele

swallowedlookingathergoupandclickedhers

too...

Thembeka:what's...

Zanele:notnowplease

Shegavehermotherahandgoingoutsidewhile

Thembekasighedgoingupthestairs.

Attheclinic...

ThedoctoropenedthedoorasSamkelosmiled



sittinguponthechair...

Samkelo:ihopeeverythingisgooddoctor

Dr:(satdown)ihaveyourbloodresultswithme

here

Samkelo:okiseverythingok?

Dr:(sighed)MrsDlomoitisdiscoveredthatyou

havecervicalcancer

AbigballoflumpgotstuckonSamkelo'sthroatas

sheslowlysatbackblinking.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Sheswallowedasateardroppedandshequickly

wipedit...

Samkelo:Doctor?

Dr:imsosorryMrsDlomo

Samkelo:nodoctorthosearenotmyresults,are

yousuretheyaremine?

Dr:imhundredpercentsureMrsDlomotheyare

yours

Samkelo:why?

Dr:ithappensMrsDlomoallwehavetodoisact

beforeitgetsoutofcontrol

Samkelo:whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Dr:wehavetoperformahysterectomy

Samkelo:what'sthat?

Dr:youareonanearlystagethatisnormallyknown



asstageonesothat'swhatwedoastreatmentof

cervicalcancerwhenitsearlystage.Wearegoing

toremoveyourwombandcervixandthenthe

fallopiantubesandovaries

Samkelo:soimasgoodasdead

Dr:noma'amthisdoesn'tblockyoufromhaving

kids.Youcanstilladopt

Samkelo:wewantedourfleshandblooddoctorthis

is...(swallowed)thisis...ohLord

Dr:imsosorryMrsDlomo

Sheburstintotearsasthedoctorswallowed

holdingherhandwhileshecriedhereyesout.

AttheJola's...

Afterafewminutesoftryingtogether

grandaughtertoopenforhershefinallydidasshe

wentinandslowlyclosedthedoorwhileMbaliblew



hernoseinherbathroomandjoinedhersittingon

herbedholdingherteddybear...

Thembeka:what'sgoingonbetweenyouandyour

motherwhyareyoutwofightinglikethis?

Mbali:idon'tknowifishouldsayshe'smymother

ornot

Thembeka:ZaneleisyourmotherMbali

Mbali:thenwhyisshetreatingmelikethismakhulu?

Whydoesshealwaysgooutofherwaytomakeme

feellikeimnothing?

Thembeka:Zaneleistheonlychildmygirlsoshe

wantsthingstogoherwaymostofthetime

Mbali:that'sunfairmakhulu.Shecan'texpectallof

ustobelikeher.Howdoessheexpectmetofeel

whenshecallsmeweak?It'snotmyproblemi

failedmakhuluit'sherfault.Itoldheridon'tlikethe

courseshewantedmetodoandjustbecauseit's

whatiloveisnotinlinewithwhatshewantsfrom

meshegoesandblackmailsme.Whichparentdoes



that?Amotherprotectsmakhulunotbreak

Thembeka:pleaseforgivehermylove

Mbali:nomakhuluimtiredofbeingmadefeellike

imnothingimgoingtograntherherwish.Im

leavingandimnevercomingback

Thembeka:noMbaliyoucan'tdothat.Whatabout

yourfather?Youknowhowprotectiveheisofyou

Mbali:wellhisprotectionfromhisvenomouswifeis

notenough.Maybethiswillbeaneyeopenerfor

himhewillseeherforexactlywhatsheis.I'mdone

beingwalkedallover

Shestoodupandopenedherclosetstakingouther

bagsasThembekatookthem...

Mbali:canyoupleaseletmepackinpeace?

Thembeka:youarenotgoinganywhereMbalithisis

yourhome

Mbali:itdoesn'tfeellikehome



Thembeka:noimgoingtocallZaneleandweare

goingtotalkaboutthis.Youarenotgoinganywhere

andthat'sit

Zanele:(openedthedoorasithitthewall)you're

stillhere?

Thembeka:Zanelecanyoupleasestopit

Zanele:MrsMsomiMbaliwantstobeherown

personsoimgivingherthechanceto.Thenext

thingiwillbecallednamessoletMbalileaveand

gobeherownperson.Imtired

Mbali:ihopeyouheardforyourselfmakhulusocan

ipleasehavemybags

Zanele:thosebagswereboughtwithwho'smoney?

Mbaliswallowedandmadeherwaydownstairs

whileZanelestoodbythedoorlookingather...

Thembeka:whatareyougoingtosaytoBongani

Zanele?Doyouwanttoloseyourhusband?



Zanele:mastayoutofthis

Thembeka:thisisatimewhereweshouldbe

stickingtogetherasafamilyandnotletthingslike

thishappen.Wecan'taffordtofallapartnow.You

knowbetterZanele

Zanele:macanyoupleasekeepquiet

Thembeka:Zanelelistentome

Mbalicamewith3trashbagsandputallherthings

inthem...

Zanele:Thelaptop,bankcardsandcarkeysdear

Mbali:withpleasure

Shethrewthecarkeysandthebankcardsather

andhungherpouchonhershouldertakingher

blackplastics...



Thembeka:(holdingherwaist)ican'tbelievethat

thisishappeningrightinfrontofmeididn'traise

youtobethispersonZanele.WhathasMbalidone

toyou?Justbecauseshechoosesadifferentpath

oflifeyoufeellikeshe'snotworthbeingyourchild?

Mbali:makhuluidon'tunderstandwhyyouarestill

goingonaboutthis.Yourdaughterisananimaland

she'snotgoingtoliveahappylifeiswear.

Thembeka:don'tdothatbaby

Mbali:isweartoyoumakhulu.Shemighthaveall

themoneyintheworldbutshe'snevergoingto

havepeaceorbehappyeveragain

Zanele:okenoughgetthehelloutofmyhouse

Shesaidgrabbingherarmandpushedheroutas

shehoppeddownthestairswithhergrandmother

behindher...

Thembeka:canitakeyoutomyhouseatleast

Mbaliwherewillyougo?



Zanele:Who'shouse?Thisbratisnotgoing

anywherenearmybirthhome,Mbalileave!

ShepacedtothegatewhileThembekaswallowed

andturnedtoherdaughterwithtearyeyes...

Thembeka:youhavehurtmeZanele.Youreally

haveopenedahugepainfulholeinmyheart

Shesniffedwithtearsrollingdownandwenttoher

bedroomwhiletheguardsclosedthegateafter

Mbaligotout.Zaneleclickedhertongueand

slammedthefrontdoorwhileoutsideMbalisighed

andcalledMandla...

Mandla:hiloveiminameetingpleasetext(hehung

upasshetextedhim)

Mbali:ineedmoneytobookintoahotelroom.Iwill

tellyouallaboutitlaterwhenyouknockoffiwilllet

youknowwhereibooked



Aminutepassedasshereceivedacellphone

bankingtransactionfromMandlaandsmiled

hailingataxiwhiletextinghimagain.

Attheclinic...

Sbuknockedasthedoctorwelcomedhimin.The

secondhesteppedinSamkelojumpedonhisarms

andburstintoacryagainasherubbedherback

lookingatthedoctor...

Sbu:it'sokloveimherenow

Samkelo:imsosorrySbusisoimsosorry

Sbu:it'sokmylove.Lookatme(sheletgoofhim

asheheldherface)whateveritisiknowwewillget

throughitmylove.Imeantitwhenisaidiwillbe

withyouinsicknessandinhealth.Let'ssitdown



Samkelosniffedwipinghertearsashehelpedher

takeaseat.Thedoctorgaveheratissueasheheld

herhand...

Dr:thankyouforcomingassoonasiaskedMr

Dlomo

Sbu:it'snotaproblemdoctor

Dr:weransometestsandwediscoveredthatyour

wifehasstage1cervicalcancer

SamkelosilentlycriedwhileSbuswallowedand

lookedatherstillholdingherhand...

Sbu:whatdoesthismeandoctor?

Dr:weneedtoactnowandsaveherbeforeit

spreadsandbysavingherwehavetoperformwhat

wecalla

hysterectomy.Ahysterectomyisaprocessof

treatingthecancerbyremovingthecervix,womb,



fallopiantubesandovaries

Sbu:sothatmeanswecanneverhavechildren?

Dr:shecannevercarryachildbutyouhavean

optionofadoption

Samkelo:imsorry

Sbu:(swallowed)ithurtsyesbutyourhealthcomes

firstmylove.Iloveyouandnotwhatyoubringto

thetablesowearegoingtorunthisracetogether

andwinitok

Samkelo:youdon'thavetosaythatSbu,iknowyou

wantedababysomuchandihavebeengivingyou

arunaroundonlytogetthis.Thisisapunishment

fromGod

Sbu:nolovedon'tsaythat

Samkelo:it'strueSbuidon'tdeserveyou

Sbu:hey,babelistentome,achildwillneverdefine

ourloveortheloveihaveforyouok.Stopbeating

yourselfupbabeweareinthistogether,your

sicknessismysickness.Ashardasitmaygetim

goingtoholdyourhandthroughitall



Dr:yourhusbandistellingthetruthMrsDlomoyes

aswomenwefeellikenotgivingmenheirswill

havethemwalkaway,somedoyesbutwhenyou

getahusbandlikeMrDlomowhohasanopenmind

ithelpsalot.It'snottheendoftheworld(Samkelo

blewhernosesighing)iknowitmaybesoonbutthe

soonerwedothisthebetterforyou

Samkelo:okdoctorjustgetmeadateandiwill

availmyself

Dr:thankyousomuch.ToyouMrDlomoi

commendyouforbeingthemanthatyouare

pleasebewithyourwifebecausethisisnotgoing

tobeeasyforher.Ihaveagoodtherapistfriendof

mineiwillgiveyouhisnumber,makesureyouget

intouchwithhimandattendthosetherapy

sessions

Sbu:thankyoudocwewill

Dr:good(gavehimthecard)Iwillcommunicatethe

datesofthesurgerieswithyou

Samkelo:ok

Dr:goodday



Sbu:gooddaytoyoutoodoc

Hehelpedhiswifeupastheyleftwhilethedoctor

sighedsittingback.Sbuopenedthedoorfor

Samkeloandwenttothedriver'sside...

Samkelo:whataboutmycar?

Sbu:iwillgetoneofthedriverstocomegetitlove

don'tworryaboutit

Samkelo:ok

Sbu:iloveyouok

Samkelo:iloveyoutoo

Sbu:comehere

Hepulledherinforakissandsmiledcaressingher

hairanddroveoff.

AttheHospital...



Zinoshookherheadunlockinghercarandgot

insidescoffing.Sheclickedhertongueandtookher

phonedialingZanele...

Zanele:isitdone?

Zino:notheymovedthebastard

Zanele:shit!Where?

Zino:idon'tknowandnooneinthishospitalknows

Zanele:dammitthisisnotgoodZinoweneedto

findthismanandweneedtodosoverysoonor

elsewearegoingdown

Zino:iwillhavemyguysonthelookout

Zanele:pleasedoandtheyshouldfindhimvery

soonbecausethelongerwetakethedeeperour

gravesget

Zino:yeahletmedosomething

Zanele:ok



TheyhungupasZinodialedMasilela...

Masilela:hello?

Zino:it'sZino

Masilela:icansee

Zino:wehaveaproblem

Masilela:imlistening

Zino:ThembaZulu,DumisaniJola'soldfriendis

diggingforsomeskeletonsandhehasalready

gottenintouchwiththecolonel.Wetriedtokillhim

butheescapedthepitofdeath.IminBaranowbut

theytellmehehasbeenmovedbuttheydon'tknow

wheresoineedyoutofindhimandfindoutwhat

thiscolonelknows

Masilela:howimisupposedtodothat?

Zino:comeonMasilelahowslowcanyoube?We

needyoutogetclosetoyourcolonelandfindout

whatheknows



Masilela:thismanisnotonetobefooled

Zino:Masilela?

Masilela:noguysthisisatoughone

Zino:shouldwelookforsomeonewhowillnotthink

twiceabouttheassignment?Ihopeyouknowwhat

itwillcostyou

Masilela:(swallowed)haveyoumetthisman?

Zino:yesihave.He'stoughyesbuthe'shumanyou

canbeathimaswell.Gettheinformationassoon

aspossiblebecauseyouknowhowZanelehates

delays

Masilela:(sighed)iwilltry

Zino:don'ttrydoit

Shehungupanddroveoffcallingherpeoplewhile

inhisofficeMasilelagruntedpunchingthedesk.He

rubbedhisfaceandsighedtakinghiscoffeemug

goingout.



Atthehospital...

NombulelosighedslammingthedoorasZulu

smiledlookingather...

Nombulelo:youandiarenotfriendssostopcalling

formewheneveryoufeellikeitandisurelyamnot

yourgirlfriend

Zulu:andyouneverwill

Nombulelo:whatdoyouwant?

Zulu:whohaveyouspokento?

Nombulelo:(scoffed)wowsothat'swhatyoucalled

meherefor?

Zulu:thisissensitiveNombulelo

Nombulelo:ihaven'tspokentoanyone

Zulu:sohaveyouthoughtaboutwhatitoldyou?

Nombulelo:yesandibelieveyou

Zulu:(sighed)finally



Nombulelo:whydidyouwaitthislong?

Zulu:iloveyourmothersoididn'twanttoloseher

Nombulelo:(rolledhereyes)sowhenarewegoing

toexposeher?

Zulu:doyouseewhatthatwomaniscapableof?I

couldbedeadbynowsoweneedtobecareful

whendealingwithher

Nombulelo:isweartoyouifshekilledmyfatherim

goingtokillherwithmytwohands

Zulu:nonoyoucan'taffordtothinkonyour

emotionsnowLelo.Ihaveinvolvedthepoliceand

themanihaveonthiscaseisveryintelligent

Nombulelo:reallynow?Thepolice?Thesame

peoplewhofailedtofinddadwhenwereportedhim

missing?

Zulu:wellthisoneisadifferentkindofpoliceman.

Imcertainwearegoingtogettothebottomofthis

Nombulelo:sowhatshouldhappenwhilehegetsto

thebottomofthis?IshouldlaughwithZanele

knowingwhatshemighthavedone?



Zulu:yesandiwantyoudoitmoreoften

Nombulelo:huh?

Zulu:ineedyoutogetclosetoZanele

Nombulelo:(laughed)ok,imwillingtodoanything

nehbutgettingclosetoZaneleisthelastthingican

everdo

Zulu:itwilljustbeanactNombulelo,rememberwe

aredoingthisforyouandyoursiblingsandalso

yourmom

Nombulelo:(sighed)noZulu,noman

Zulu:yesyouhavenochoice

Nombulelo:iwillsee

Zulu:that'sallimaskingofyouandanotherthingi

hearyouguysarehavingdinnerwiththemthis

eveningpleasemakesureyourmotherdoesn't

disclosewhereiamtothemok

Nombulelo:alright

Zulu:andthankyoufornotsnapping

Nombulelo:ihaveaperfectfunctioningbrain



Thembasodon'tcomeatmelikethat

Zulu:(smiled)sorryMsJola

Nombulelo:seeyouaroundyoupest

Zulu:youknowwecanmakeagreatteamtogether

Nombulelo:haisokauyaibaxakengoku(youare

jumpingthegunnow)

Zulu:(chuckled)goodday

Nombulelo:sure

Shetookherbagandwalkedoutbutstoppedatthe

doorasathoughtcrossedhermind...

Nombulelo:quickquestionthough,whyareyouso

investedinthis?Firstofallyouaredatingyour

friend'swifenotknowingifhe'saliveornot

Zulu:icareaboutyouguysthat'swhyimdoingthis.

Ijustwantyouguystohaveyourlegacybackin

yourhands.IfDumisaniisalivewewillsortthe

issueoutbutfornowwhatmattersismakingsure



wegetJolaTruckingback

Nombulelo:youmeanwe,ustheJola'sright?

Zulu:(smiled)yougotthatright

Nombulelo:hmm,maybeyouarenotthatmuchofa

badmanafterallyouknow

ShesquinthereyesandleftwhileZulusighed

smilingandlaidback.

InThembisa...

ThegrandmothersmiledofferingcolonelMolaoand

ConstableLeratoseatsastheysighedtakingoff

theirhats...

Grandmother:iwasbeginningtowonderifyou

guyshaveforgottenaboutmenow

Molao:wecanneverdothatma'ambutwecome



bearingnotsogoodnews

Grandmother:oh?

Molao:yes.Wedideverythingwecouldtogettothe

bottomofthisbuteverythingchecksout.The

poisonyourgrandsonhadcanbefoundinsome

fruitpitssowehadnochoicebuttoclosethecase

ma'am

Grandmother:somysonwillnevergetjustice?

Molao:imsosorrykokobutthere'snothingwecan

dounless...(heswallowedlookingatLerato)

Lerato:unlessyouclarifysomethingforus

Grandmother:whatnow?Youfailedtocatchthe

peoplewhokilledmysonandyouwantclarification

fromme?

Lerato:itissaidthatyourdaughter,asinyourson's

motheralsodiedthesameway,shediedinher

sleep?

Grandmother:yesshediedinhersleepduringthe

week

Lerato:wereyoutoldwhatkilledher?



Grandmother:thepostmotemshowednothing

Lerato:(lookedatMolao)oh?

Grandmother:yes

Molao:kokodoyouhaveadaughterworkingin

Capetown?

Grandmother:yes,why?

Molao:howlonghasshebeenworkingthere?

Grandmother:(swallowedandclearedherthroat)

whyareyouaskingmeaboutmydaughterwhile

youshouldbefindingmygrandson'skillers?Please

leave

Molao:butkokowe...

Grandmother:isaidleaveyouuselessofficers,

leave!Getoutofmyface!

Shesaidgrabbingashoeandthrewitatthemas

theyquicklygotupandleft...



Grandmother:don'tyouevercomebackhereuntil

youfindmyson'skillers!

SheclickedhertongueasMolaoandLeratoscoffed

gettinginthecar...

Lerato:andthen?

Molao:whatifthatlocalmarketladywasright?

Whatifthiswomankilledherdaughterand

grandsonforinsurancepayouts?

Lerato:itwillmeanthatwehavebeenchasingthe

wrongpeople

Molao:(sighed)yoh.Weneedtogetintouchwith

thiscapetownwoman

Lerato:ormaybeweshouldfocusonThemba

Zulu'scasewewillseethisgrandmotherwhenwe

aredone

Molao:youarerightplusshechasedusoutanyway

solet'sfocusonthisone



Lerato:ifeellikechickennecksandfeet

Molao:youjustreadmymindwithmagwinyaand

atchar

Lerato:(salivating)youjustactivatedmytastes

buds

TheylaughedasMolaotookaturnleadingtothe

localfoodjoint.

THATEVENING

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Bonganiparkedhiscarandopenedforhiswife

whileKumkani,ThembekaandZinogotoutfrom

theback.Theyledthewayinthehousewith

BonganiandZanelecomingbehindthemhandin

handasNomvulawelcomedthemin...



Nomvula:(smiled)heyguys.Momwillbedonewith

thefoodjustnowpleasesitinthelounge

Thembeka:letmegoseewhatshe'supto(she

wenttothekitchen)

Zanele:heybabehowisitgoingatthevilla?

Nomvula:amazingimlearningsomuch

Zanele:imgladyouare.HiLelo

Nombulelo:goodevening.Wouldyoulike

somethingtodrink?(Everyonelookedather

shocked)whatisit?Ismycoochieshowing(theyall

burstintolaughter)

Bongani:goodeveningsisandyeswewouldlike

somethingtodrink,juiceplease

Zanele:getmesparklingwaterplease

Kumkani:idon'tunderstandwhatyoulikeabout

thatwater

Zanele:youarenotZanelesoyouwillnever

understand



TheyalllaughedasNombulelowenttogettheir

drinks...

Kumkani:whenareyouguyshavingkidsineed

somemalecousinsman

Nomvula:justgiveupbuddymaybeLelowillhave

kidsonedayasformeit'satotalnono

Nombulelo:mytimeisupsoforgetmyboy,your

drinks

Bongani:soiwillnevergettobeanuncle?Wow

girlswow

TheylaughedasNomayezasmiledwipingher

hands...

Nomayeza:foodisreadymychildrenletsgosit

Zanele:andimstarvingpleasetellmeyoumade

youramazingdumblingsma

Nomayeza:it'severythingyouloveandmore



sweetheart

Zanele:youarethebestmotherinlawagirlcould

everaskfor

Theylaughedfollowingoneanotherintothedining

areawhileNombulelorolledhereyesbehindthem...

Thembeka:let'ssaygraceplease.(Theybowed

theirheads)Godwethankyouforthegiftoflifeand

wethankyouforeverythingaboutit.Keepkeeping

usthisunitedandletthefoodinfrontofusbless

anduniteusnowandforevermore,amen

All:amen

Nomayeza:diginguys.Sowhere'smybabygirl?

Bongani:youdon'twanttoknowma,she'snoteven

pickingourcalls

Nomayeza:whathappened?

Bongani:hermotherwantedtotalktoherabouther

pregnancyandfailingatschoolandshepackedher



thingsandleft

Nomayeza&herdaughters:Mbaliispregnant!?

Bongani:yepandshefailedherfirstyear

Nomayeza:nothiscan'tbetrueguys

Bongani:wellbelieveitma.Zeesayssheblatantly

toldherthatshewantstobeherownpersonand

wearetaminghersoshe'drathergolivebyherself

Nomayeza:wowimstunned

Zanele:ihavebeennothingbutamothertoMbali

andthisisthethanksigetbutihopeshewillcome

back

Nomvula:theyalwayscomebackdon'tworry

Zanele:theoxtailisamazingmawow(Nomayeza

smiled)howisZuludoingweheardhewasinan

accidentbutihavebeentoobusytocall?

Nomayeza:he'sdoinggood.HewasinBarabut

nowtheymovedhimto...

NombulelocoughedbeatingherchestasNomvula



jumpedtoheraid...

Nomvula:sisareyouok?(Shekeptcoughing)pour

meaglassofwaterKK,siswhat'swrong?(she

pointedatherthroat)

Nomayeza:somethingmustbestuckonherthroat,

punchherback

NomvuladidasNombulelomovedbackand

splashedvomitonthefloorwitheveryonelooking

onwiththeirlipscurvedindisgut.

AtBulldozer'shouse...

HegaveZozskihisfoodandsatwithhimasthey

playedamovie.Aknockcamethroughatthedoor

ashesighedandlickhisfingergoingtoanswerit...

Bulldozer:good...(heswallowedlockingeyeswith



ColonelMolao)goodeveningcolonel

Molao:iwishicouldsaythesame(tookouthis

handcuffs)Bulldozeryouhavebeenarrestedfor

providingfalseinformationabouttheaccident

involvingThembaZulu

Bulldozer:what!?

Molao:youhavetherighttoremainsilentand

anythingyousayordowillbeusedagainstyouin

thecourtoflaw

Zozski:woahwoahwhat'shappening?

Bulldozer:youarehurtingme,colonelyouare

mistaken!

Molao:youhavetherighttoalawyerandifyou

can'taffordonethestateshallprovideoneforyou.

Loadhimingents

Bulldozer:Zozskidon'tjuststandtherecallmy

lawyerdammit!

Theofficersthrewhiminthebackofthepolicevan

whileZozskiswallowedlookingon...



Zozski:lawyer

Hewenttothecouchandtookhisphonedialing

Zanele.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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AttheJola's...

Zanelesilincedherphoneaftercheckingwhowas



callingasNombuleloandNomvulacamedownthe

stairs...

Nomayeza:areyouokbaby?

Nombulelo:yeahmaimok

Zanele:whathappened?

Nombulelo:iguessisuckedthebonefatandit

wentstraighttothepipesthat'swhyichoked

Zanele:shamesorryhey

Nombulelo:thanks.Ihopeididn'tputeveryoneoff

All:no

Kumkani:it'sokauntyiforoneworkwithdead

bodies

Zanele:mayouwerestilltellingmewhere...

Nombulelo:(chuckled)tellmeaboutthatKKican

neverhavethegutstotouchadeadperson

Nomayeza:pleaseenlightenus



Zaneleswallowedandtookasipfromherwine

annoyedasherphonerangagain...

Bongani:who'scallingyouthislatelove?

Zanele:it'snoonebabe

Bongani:butyourphoneisringing

Zanele:it'sjustthosespamcallsloveit'snothing

Shesaidcuttingthecallandputherphoneonflight

modewhileatthehouseZozskisighedsitting

down...

Zozski:comeonmadamansweryourphoneits

urgent(hesaidtryingtocallherbutnothing)shit!

HewentintohiscontactsandlookedforZino'sbut

realisedthathedidn'tsaveit...



Zozski:thisisnothappening

HewenttoMasilela'sanddialedhimandashewas

thinkinghewouldpickupthecallcutandhe

couldn'tbeabletogetholdofhimagain...

Zozski:fuck!

BackatthehouseZaneletookanothersipas

Kumkanifinishedchewingandwipedhismouth...

Kumkani:ithonestlywasn'teasyatfirstbutigot

thehangofitnow.Icantreatabodywithmyeyes

closed(theylaughed)iswearguys

Nombulelo:yeahright.Iguessiwillstickto

numbersicanneverdealwithsuch

Nomvula:soZeeitoldeveryonethatyousaidyou

wouldhelpwithfindingthetruthaboutdad

Bongani:what?



Zanele:yesVula,iknowhowthismakesyoufeel

butwealldeservetoknowthetruthdon'twe?

Nombulelo:wedo

Nomvula:whatchangedyourmindLelo?Ithought

youwantednothingtodowiththis

Nombulelo:imhumanimallowedtochangemy

mindandbesidesthatweneedtoknowwhat

exactlyhappenedtowhat'srightfullyours

Bongani:howmanyyearshasitbeenguys?

Nomvula:weknowbhutibutwedeserveabitof

closure

Bongani:idon'tthinkit'snecessaryguyswehave

beenlivingourlivesjustfinesinceeverything

happenedandwewillalwaysbefine.Dumisaniis

oldnews

Nombulelo:thingisyouhavemanagedtobuildup

yourlifebrowhileVulaandiarestuckhere.

Imagineilostajobjustafterbeingpromotedall

becauseofwhatthatmandidtomeifatleasthe

leftapartofthecompanytousitwouldbebetter



nottogiveitalltoastrangernooneknows.Vulais

bettershe'sgettingherlodgeupwhataboutme?Im

tiredofaskingforhandoutsaswell

Zanele:youseewhywedeserveclosurelove?

Bongani:howareyougoingtofindDumisanito

startwithbabe?

Zanele:honeywehaveZinoshe'satopnotch

privateinvestigatorandyouareawelldeveloped

Informationtechnologistlovesowithyour

knowledgeandhersitwouldn'teventakemorethan

amonthtofindhim.Again,ihavecontactsinmost

ofthecountriesintheworldsoicanhelpevenlook

outsidethecountry.Comeonlove,thishas

honestlyaffectedyoursisterandmoreespecially

yourmomsoifnotforyourselfdoitforthem

Bongani:(sighed)oknoproblembutwheredowe

begin?

Zino:wecanstartbycheckingwithhiscartracking

companytocheckwhereitwaslastparked

Bongani:okiguesswewillstartworkingtomorrow

then



Zino:sure(Nombulelosniffed)

Thembeka:iseverythingokLelo?

Nombulelo:ijustrealisednowhowmuchofagood

personZaneleis(burstintotears)imsosorryfor

alwaysbeingthatthorninyourbuttZeeyouarea

goodperson...and...and...ohthixo(shecried)

Zanele:awwit'sokLeloweallfeeldifferently

towardspeoplemylove.Iknowsomehowyoufelt

imtakingawaytheonlyclosestthingtoafather

awayfromyoubutimeantitwhenisaidatthealter

20yearsagothatimnotonlymarryingBonganiim

marryinghismotherandhissistersaswell

Nombulelo:imreallyreallyreallysorryplease

forgivemefromnowoniwilltreatyouasasister

Zanele:youareforgivenlovecomehere

NombulelocriedasZanelewenttoherandhugged

herwhileNomayezatearfullysmiled...

Nomayeza:iguessthisdinnerwasmeantto



happen

Bongani:imhonestlyproudofyousisandihope

youmeanit

Nombulelo:actionsspeaklouderthanwordssoi

willshowyouhowmuchimeanitbro

Bongani:(smiled)thankyou

Zanele:(wipedNombulelo'stears)everythinghas

it'sownendlove.Nothingstaysforgood

Nombulelo:(smiled)definitely.Iloveyousis

Zanele:wowiloveyoutoo

Nomvula:holdup,didNombulelojusttellsomeone

thatshelovesthem?Honeyyouhardlydothat

Nombulelo:Zeejustsaidnothingstaysforgood

Nomvula:okI'mlovingthisnewLelo,weneedto

capturethismoment

Theylaughedasshewenttotakeherphonefrom

thekitchen.



Atthestation...

Molao:Bulldozeroncemore,whydidyoulietome?

Bulldozer:coloneloncemore,I'mnotsaying

anythinguntilmylawyergetshere

Molao:iftherewasalawyerheorshewould

alreadybehere.Idon'tmindstarringatyouthe

wholenightyouknow

Bulldozer:nomylawyeriscomingiknowforafact

Molao:yeahright.Bulldozeryouknowgrievous

bodilyharmisanoffence?

Bulldozer:canimakeacall?

Molao:towho?

Bulldozer:mylawyer

Molao:youaskedyourfriendtocallthemforyou

moss?

Bulldozer:iwanttomakesureifhedid



Molao:soyoudon'ttrusthim?

Bulldozer:canimakeacall?

Molao:gorightaheadsir

Hefrownedlookingathimandwenttothephone

punchinginZozski'snumber...

Bulldozer:howfar?

Zozski:madamisnotansweringherphone

Bulldozer:(frowned)areyousureyoudialedthe

correctnumber?

Zozski:yesDozercomeonimnotacompletefool

Bulldozer:whatabouttheotherone?

Zozski:ididn'tsavehernumber,ialsotriedtocall

DetectiveMasilelabuthecutmycallsandswitched

offhis...

Bulldozerhunguponhimandputthephoneback



onthehooksighing...

Molao:and?

Bulldozer:(swallowed)lookslikehewon'tbe

coming

Molao:thenyoushouldgetreadytobecomfortable

inourholdingcellsbuddyifyourlawyerisn'there

by9amtomorrowthestatewillfindyouone.Officer

cometakehimtohiscell.(Smiledstandingup)

haveanamazingnight

HewinkedathimandleftwhileBulldozershookhis

headbeingtakentohiscell.

BackatNomayeza's...

WithherglassofchampagneZinojoinedZanele

outsidewhosighedafterspeakingtothephone...



Zino:and?

Zanele:(jumpedstartled)Zinodon'teverdothat

again

Zino:youareneverjumpywhat'sgoingon?

Zanele:theseendlesscallsarefromZozski

apparentlyBulldozerhasbeenarrestedforZulu's

accident

Zino:areyouforreal?

Zanele:yesandheaskedforalawyer

Zino:whatarewegoingtodonow?Weobviously

can'tsendMgqobitohisrescue,thatcolonelwill

putthedotstogether

Zanele:that'swhatgotmelostinmythoughtsi

don'tknowwhatwewilldo

Zino:can'tMgqobisendoneofhisemployees?

Zanele:themoreprivatewearewithourrelationthe

better.

Zino:butthatwastheonlybetterplanwhatcanbe

donenow?



Zanele:heshouldjustwaitforastatelawyer

Zino:wecan'taffordto...

Bongani:iseverythingoklove?(Zanelesniffed

coveringhereyes)

Zino:itwillbeoksis,she'sjustworriedaboutMbali

shewouldbeheretoenjoythenightwithus

Bongani:don'tworryloveiwilltryandfindherok

Zanele:(sniffed)okbabe

ShehuggedhimandwinkedatZinowhoflasheda

smiledgoingbackintothehouse.Upstairsin

Bongani'soldroom,Nombuleloclosedthecurtain

afterwatchingZinoandZanele...

Nombulelo:imgoingtocatchyouwitchandit's

goingtobesoon.Ihopeforyourownsakemy

fatherisalivebecauseifnotGodshouldhelpyou

countyourdaysoflife



Sheclickedhertonguegoingbackdown.

Atthehotel...

Mandlasighedopeningthehotelroomdoorwitha

boxofpizzaandabagofnandosinhishands...

Mandla:babeimhere

Mbali:imintheshowerloveijustgotinyoucan

comejoinme

Mandla:ok

Hesmiledputtingthefooddownandtookoffhis

clothesgoingin...

Mandla:(kissedher)hi

Mbali:hi

Mandla:youdon'tlookok



Mbali:that'sbecauseimnotok.Didyoubring

somethingtoeat?Idon'tfeellikehotelfoodandi

havebeenvomitingjustnow

Mandla:awwsorrylove,yeahibroughtsomepizza

andnandos

Mbali:(sighedoutofrelief)exactlywhatineeded.

Youareastar

Shewrappedherarmsaroundhisneckasthey

kissedandfinishedshowering.Intowelstheytook

thefoodandsatonthediningtableeating...

Mandla:what'sup?

Mbali:youfriend'swifekickedmeoutoftheirhouse

Mandla:what!?

Mbali:yeahandyourfriendisdoingnothingaboutit

iguessshemanagedtotwistsomeliesforhim

Mandla:whythough?Bonganilovesyoualot

Mbali:ithoughtsotoobutiguessnot.Just



becauseitoldherthatiwantedtobemyown

womanmadeherangryandkickedmeout

Mandla:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?Wearein

the21stcenturyforcryingoutloudthoseyearsof

oppressingandtamingchildrenareoverweshould

letkidsbewhotheywanttobe

Mbali:exactlybutanywayimgladtohaveyouifit

weren'tforyouiwouldbeinthestreetsnow

Mandla:iwillalwaysbethereformylovenomatter

what.IwilltrytalktoBonganithough

Mbali:andsaywhat?Heyyourdaughterisinahotel

roomibooked?

Mandla:yeswearefriendssohewon'tsuspecta

thing.YoucancometomeorgotoSbuwhenever

youhaveaproblem

Mbali:ohokthengoodluck

Mandla:idon'tneeditlove.How'sthefood?

Mbali:amazingbabealliwantfromhereissome

gooddessert



Shesaidbitingherlowerlipmovingherfooton

Mandla'slegashesmiledandchuckled.

AtDianne'shouse...

Shetuckhersoninandkissedhisforeheadashe

smiledupather...

Alex:mommy?

Dianne:(smiled)yesson?

Alex:areyouok?

Dianne:yesmyboyallineedyoutodoissleep

tomorrowisschool

Alex:imgoingtosleepwithoutseeingdadagain?

Dianne:(swallowed)daddyworkshardmybabybut

don'tworryyouwillseehim

Alex:ihaveafootballgametomorrowatschooldid

youtellhim?



Dianne:iwillcallandremindhimmylovenowgoto

sleepok

Alex:okmom.Iloveyouok

Dianne:(smiled)iloveyoumorebaby

Sheswitchedoffthelightasheclosedhiseyes

whileshesighedafterclosinghisdoorandwent

down.Shetookherphoneandtriedtocallhimbutit

didn'tgothroughasshesighedswitchingoffthe

lightsandwentbackupto.Shesetthesecurity

alarmandwentinherbedroomsittinginfrontofthe

mirror.Shecheckedherselfandsighedlookingat

herstretchmarksonherbumsandstomach...

Dianne:arethesethereasonwhyyouarenever

homethesedaysMandla?(Sighed)wemissyou,

yoursonmissesyouandourbedmissesyou.

Sheswallowedandsighedswitchingoffthelights

andgotintobed.



THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AttheHospital...

ColonelMolaoopenedZulu'sroomdoorandfound

thedoctorstillbusywithhim...

Dr:it'sokyoucancomeinimdonewithhim

Molao:ohok

HeclosedandtookhisseatasthedoctorputZulu's

cardandleft...

Zulu:areyoualwaysthispunctual?

Molao:itakemyjobseriouslynomatterhowbigor

smallthecaseis

Zulu:that'swonderfulourcountryneedsmore



officerslikeyou.Iknowyoudon'tliketobecalled

officerbutyouareattheendoftheday

Molao:(chuckled)itsnotthatidon'tlikebeing

calledanofficerijustwantpeopletorespectmy

positioninthelawenforcementdepartment.SoMr

Zuluwhydidyoucallmethisearly?

Zulu:iwantustomoveastepfowardcolonel

Molao:okimlistening

Zulu:there'sayoungmancalledBulldozer.Heisa

wellbuiltgiantthatlooksdangerouswithatattoo

thatlookslikeMarkTyson'sonhisface.He'sa

driveratJolaTrucking

Molao:ok,whatabouthim?

Zulu:heknowsZaneleandhermother,theyclaim

thathe'sZanele'scousinbutidon'tbuythestoryso

pleaselookintohim

Molao:itsagoodthingthatihavearrestedhim

Zulu:oh?

Molao:yesheprovidedfalseinformationregarding

theaccident



Zulu:sohewastheonedrivingthetruck?

Molao:thereportsaysthepressureappliedonthe

brakesshowsthatthebodyweightwasofawoman

andnotaman.Imyettofindoutwhatreally

happened

Zulu:soZaneleistheonewhowasdrivingthat

truck

Molao:thatisapossibility

Zulu:(scoffed)thiswomanisdangerous

Molao:that'swhywehavetobecarefulifatall

she'sbehindallthis.Imnotsayingshe'snotjust

thatweshouldalwayskeepourmindsopenisn'twe

arestillsuspectinghere

Zulu:yeahiunderstandofficer.Anotherthingi

wantedtopassbyyou,ihavetoldoneofJola's

daughter'swhatithinkaboutherfather's

disappearance,hernameisNombulelososhehas

agreedtoworkwithmeinfindingthetruthbehind

allthismess

Molao:okyou'llgetmehernumbersandiwilltalk



toher.Hersafetyisveryimportant

Zulu:whatareyougoingtodotomakesureshe's

safe?

Molao:it'sagainstthelawbutihaveafewguysi

alwaysworkwithwhenitcomestoprotectingthe

peopleconcernedinacasesoimgoingtohave

themkeepinganeyeonhereverywhereshegoes.

Youalsohavepeoplelookingoutforyoujustthat

youcan'tseethem

Zulu:wowyoudeservealltheaccoladesinthe

worldforagoodpoliceofficer

Molao:(laughed)iloveyoursenseofhumor,rest

assuredthatwhenyougetoffthisbedwearegoing

tomakesurethatanyonebehindyourfriend's

disappearanceisgoingtobelockedupforavery

longtime

Zulu:imalreadyassured

Molao:letmegettowork

Zulu:thankyou



HesmiledtappinghisshoulderandleftwhileZulu

sighedsmilingproudoftheprogresshe'smaking.

AttheDlomo'shouse...

Dianneparkedhercarandpacedtothefrontdoor

shakingherhead.Sheknockedonceandpushed

thedoorasitopened...

Dianne:knockknock

Lady:goodmorningma'am.Howcanihelp?

Dianne:imtheladyyouwerespeakingtoimhereto

seeMrsDlomo

Lady:okshe'sinherbedroomupstairs

Dianne:oklovethankyou.Waithasshehad

anythingtoeatyet?

Lady:no

Dianne:whereisMrDlomo?



Lady:hejuststeppedouthesaidhewillbeback

Dianne:ok,justfixherabowlofyoghurtandbringit

ok

Lady:ok

Shesighedgoingupandslowlyopenedthedoor.

Samkeloturnedtothedoorwithreddisheyesas

Diannedroppedherbagandhuggedher...

Dianne:imsosorrymylove(sheburstintotears)i

cameassoonasigotSbu'smessage.Wearegoing

tobeatthismylove

Samkelo:ithurtsD,ithonestlyhurts

Dianne:iknowbabebutwithtimeitwillallbefine.

Imhereforyoumylove,weareallhereforyouok

Samkelo:(sniffedlettinggo)andSbuistryingto

keepitalltogetherbuticantellfromhisfacethat

it'shardforhimaswell.Idon'twanttolosemy

husbandD,idon't...ohlord(shecried)



Dianne:Sbulovesyoubabe,yesitsnormalforhim

tohurtbuttrytohideit,itsbecausehewantsyouto

havecouragetogoonmylovethat'swhataperson

wholovesyoudoes.Neverdoubthisloveforyou

babe

Samkelo:butwewerelookingforwardtohavinga

childD,hewassoexcitedaboutit

Dianne:weneverknowwhattheuniversehasin

storeforusmylove.It'snotlikeyouareoutof

optionsbabes,youcanalwaysgoforadoption

Samkelo:iwantedababyicarriedDialsowanted

tobelikeotherwomenwhocarriedtheirchildren

fulltermandwatchedthemgrowbut...

Dianne:weallhavedifferentpathstomotherhood

mylove.Didn'tthedoctorsuggesttherapy?

Samkelo:shedidwearegoinginintheafternoon

Dianne:that'sgoodtrustmeyouandSbuaregoing

tosurvivethisok

Lady:hereyougoma'am

Dianne:thankyoulove(sheleft)



Samkelo:sincewhendoyoueatanythingwithmilk?

Dianne:it'sforyou

Samkelo:noidon'twantfood

Dianne:imnotgoingtotakenoforananswer

Sammyyouneedtokeepyourimmunesystem

active.Eat

Samkelo:(sighed)iforgothowforcefulyoucould

get

Dianne:mmh.Haveyouspokentoyourfriend?

Samkelo:who,Zanele?Notyet

Dianne:why?Ithoughtyouguyswerethickas

thieves

Samkelo:iwilltalktoher.Shehasherown

problemstooherhusbandcalledhubbyandtold

himthattheirdaughterlefthome

Dianne:ohisee.Youshouldspeaktoherthough

she'syourfriend

Samkelo:istilldon'tunderstandwhyyoucan'tbe

closetoherthough



Dianne:itoldyoushe'skindauptightformyliking

Samkelo:(scoffed)butshe'snot.Youshouldtry

gettingclosetoheryou'llseeforyourself

Dianne:wewillsee

Samkelo:(sighedrollinghereyes)howareyou

holdingupthoughweweresupposedtomeetfor

lunchyesterday

Dianne:(sighed)hedidn'tsleephome

Samkelo:youlie

Dianne:imtellingyouandhisexcusewashehada

meeting

Samkelo:again?

Dianne:yep

Samkelo:thisisgettingoutofhand.Whenhesays

hewentforameetingcallhiscartrackingcompany

andtunethemastory.Theywilltellyouwhereheis

andgothere

Dianne:whatififindwhatimlookingfor?Imafraid

ofwhatI'lldo



Samkelo:youhavenochoicebutlookoutforyour

marriagemylove.

Dianne:ihonestlydon'tunderstandwhyMandla

woulddothistome,imitoofat?

Samkelo:hellnoDyouarefinethewayyouare.

Don'tyouallowyourmindtotellyouthatyoucould

betheproblem.Hellno,youarenotloveifhe's

cheatingthenhe'stheonewiththeproblem

Diannesighedsoftlyshakingherheadwhile

Samkelofinishedtheyoghurt.

AtthePoliceStation...

InaIslamicoutfitthatshowedonlyhereyes,Zanele

wasletthroughtotheholdingcellsandclosedthe

doorwhileBulldozerfrownedlookingattheladyhe

couldn'trecognise...



Bulldozer:whoareyoulookingfor?

Zanele:it'smeBulldozer

Bulldozer:finally,wherehaveyouguysbeen?I

spentanightinherewhenyoushouldhavegottena

lawyerforme

Zanele:reallynowBulldozer?Youwanttoblowour

cover?

Bulldozer:butican'tstayinheremadam

Zanele:whathappenedBulldozer?

Bulldozer:thatidiotsomehowfoundoutthatilied

tohimabouttheaccident

Zanele:how?

Bulldozer:thereportsayssomethingdifferent

Zanele:(sighed)ok,iwillseewhattodo,iwillget

youalawyerbutitsnotgoingtobeMgqobi

Bulldozer:why?

Zanele:MgqobiismylawyerBulldozerareyou

crazy?



Bulldozer:wearecousinsremember?

Zanele:there'salotgoingonatthemoment

Bulldozerwecan'tkeepthesepeopleclosetous.I

willgetyouadifferentlawyerhewillbehereby9

Bulldozer:hebetterbegood

Zaneleeyedhimandwalkedoutashesighedgoing

tositbackdown.Shegotinhercarandtookoffthe

facecovertakingherotherphonedialingMasilela...

Masilela:detectiveMasilelagoodmorning?

Zanele:you'rewithsomeone?

Masilela:yes

Zanele:ok,youneedtofindThembaZulu'saccident

reportandworkyourmagiconit

Masilela:okthankyou

ZanelehungupanddroveoffwhileMasilela



sighed...

Lerato:everythingok?

Masilela:yes.Whereisyourmancrush?

Lerato:what?

Masilela:whereisMolaodammit

Lerato:ithinkhe'sinhisoffice

Masilela:ohok.Letmegotothebathroomwewill

continuewhenicomeback

Lerato:butyoujustcamebackfromthebathroom

Masilela

Masilela:youwantmetotellyouthatihavea

stomachache?

Lerato:(laughed)stopeatinglikethere'sno

tomorrow

Masilela:imgoingtoslapyouwithawarningoneof

thesedaysyouknow



HeclickedhistongueleavingwhileLeratolaughed

shakingherhead.

AttheHospital...

NombuleloopenedthedoorasZulufrowned

lookingather...

Zulu:ididn'texpectyoutocometodayiseverything

ok?

Nombulelo:yeaheverythingisok.Ihavemanaged

tomakeeveryonethinkimovermyhateforZanele

Zulu:ohthatwasfast

Nombulelo:ihopeshebuysit

Zulu:shewilldon'tworry

Nombulelo:sowhat'snextnow?

Zulu:youaregettingajobinLeeTrucking

Nombulelo:youknowtheonlythingiknowis



numbersright?

Zulu:yesdon'tworryaboutthatiwillhave

everythingsortedout

Nombulelo:ok.Ijustcametotellyouwhatihave

managed

Zulu:youcouldhavejustcalled.Iseeyoulike

seeingme

Nombulelo:nobutinthissituationyouareinnow?

Yes

Zulu:(chuckled)youareheartless.WhereisVula?

Nombulelo:atwork

Zulu:pleaseaskhertocomeseeme

Nombulelo:noyoucan'tsayanythingtohershe's

Zanele'spuppetthatone

Zulu:noijustwanttoseeherhawu

Nombulelo:ohisee.Okiwilltellher.Bye

SheleftwhileZulusmiledandreachedforhisnew



phonedialinganumber...

Man:sir?

Zulu:there'ssomeoneineedyoutoeliminate

Man:ohoksiryouwillsendthroughthedetails

Zulu:sure

Hehungupandsmiledplayingwithhisphone...

Zulu:imcomingforyouZaneleandyouwon'tsee

mecoming.Thetimeallbecomesclearforyou,it

willbegameover.

^

^

^

^

^



.....
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AtCherel'soffice...

Herprivatephonerangassheaskedtheoneonthe

officelinetoholdonandanswered...

Cherel:Cherelhello?

Lady:helloma'amit'sthereceptionistfromLee

Trucking.Imtryingtogetholdofbossladybuti

can'tseemtogetthroughherlineandwithMrZulu

inhospitalican'tcallhimsoyouaretheonlyonei

managedtogetthrough

Cherel:ohokisthereaproblem?

Lady:yesma'amtheCFOhasbeeninvolvedina

fatalaccidentandthecompany'sfinancialsneedto

bedeliveredtoSARSafterlunchandidon'thave



them,theHRisalsonotinshewentforameeting

Cherel:damnthat'saproblemletmeseewhatican

doiwillgiveyoufeedbackinafewminutesok

Lady:okma'amthankyou

Theyhungupasshewentbacktotheothercall...

Cherel:hiletmecallyoubackinabitplease(she

hungupanddialedZulu)Zulu

Zulu:hiCherelwhatcanidoforyou?

Cherel:there'saproblematLeeTrucking,theCFO

hasbeeninanaccident,thereceptionistcan'tget

holdofLeeandtheHRofficerisatameetingbut

financialsneedtobetakentoSARSafterlunchand

youknowthesepeoplearewaitingforustoslipup.

Onemistakewearegone

Zulu:there'snostandin?

Cherel:no.Don'tyouknowanyonewhocanholdthe

fortsolong?Bettersomeoneweknowcandoa



goodjobwhiletheCFOheals

Zulu:uhmm...ohDumisani'sdaughterisnotdoing

anythingandsheknowsthesethingssoletmeget

intouchwithher

Cherel:willsheagreethough?

Zulu:ihopesoiwillletyouknowwhatshesays

Cherel:pleasedoweneedthatpersonASAP

becausethosestatementsneedstobedelivered

afterlunch

Zulu:ok

TheyhungupasZulusmileddialingNombulelo...

Nombulelo:Zulu?

Zulu:getreadytogotoreportforworkatthe

truckingcompany

Nombulelo:thatwasquick,whatdidyoudo?

Zulu:let'sjustsayiwoulddoanythingtomakesure



wecatchZanele

Nombulelo:ohwellthenaslongasimgettingpaid

imgame

Zulu:youdefinitelywill

Nombulelo:coolletmegetreadythen

TheyhungupasZulusmileddialingCherel.

AttheStation...

MasilelacheckedthecoastandknockedonMolao's

officewherehegotnoresponse.Hecheckedthe

coastagainandopenedthedoorgoingin.He

whistledclosingitandtookaseatlookingaround

upattheroofing.Hesubtlymovedhisfingers

underneaththedeskbrimandwentaroundituntil

hesatonMolao'schair.Hefoundnothingand

smiledgoingthroughthefilesthatwereonthedesk

andbumpedintotheonethathadtheaccident

report...



Masilela:gotcha

Hesaidopeningitandscannedthroughitthen

closedit.Hemadesureeverythingwasjustashe

founditonthedeskandashelookedupreadyto

leavehelockedeyeswithMolaowhosilentlystood

therelookingstraightintohiseyes...

Molao:howcanihelpyou?(Heswallowed)Masilela

iaskedyouaquestionbrother,whatcanidofor

you?

Masilela:iwasjust,iwasjust...uhmmm...

Molao:justwhatMasilela?Idon'thavealldayand

what'sthatinyourhand?

Masilela:what?Ohnoitsnothing

Molao:itdoesn'tlooklikenothingtomeMasilela

Masilela:ineedsomereferenceinit

Molao:readwhat'swrittenoutsideplease



Masilela:Colonelthingis...

Molao:youknowwhatwait,officers!Pleaseleave

whatyouaredoingandcomehereexceptthoseof

youwhoarewithcustomers

Masilela:(nervouslychuckled)comeonmyguywe

can...

Molao:myguy?SoI'myourguynow?

Masilela:imeanwecantalkaboutthisandreach

andagreement.I...

Officer:weareherecolonel

Molao:everyonecomeinside

Lerato:what'sgoing...ohhiMasilelaithoughtyou

wenttothebathroom

Molao:ohisthatwhathetoldyou?

Lerato:yesapparentlyhehasastomachache

Officer:whohasastomachacheandcontinuesto

eatmogoduaftereatingbreakfast?

Molao:soMasilelaisthisatoilet?



Masilela:(swallowed)nosir

Molao:iaskedyoutoreadwhat'sinthatfile

Masilela

Masilela:(clearedhisthroat)thisservesasareport

fortheaccidentinvolvingMrThembaZuluanda

LeeTruckingtruck.Itwas...

Molao:stopthere.TellmeMasilelaareweworking

togetheronthiscase?

Masilela:nocolonel

Molao:Constabledidyouaskhimtobringthisfile

foryou?

Lerato:nocolonelicanneversendasuperioronan

errand

Molao:thenwhatareyoudoingwithitMasilela?

Whatreferenceareyoulookingforfromthatfile?

Enlightenusplease

Masilela:coloneliwas...

Molao:handoveryourbadgeandgunrightnow

Masilela:colonelpleasetryto...



Molao:nowMasilela!

EveryonequietlylookedonasMasilelaswallowed

andtookoffhisbadgeandtookoutthegungiving

themtoColonelMolao...

Molao:good.Masilelayouhavebeenofficially

dismissedfromyourdutiesasalawservingcitizen

inthiscountryandthisprovinceaswellasthis

station

Masilela:what!?

Molao:youarerequestedtostaywithinthe

provinceandnottravelanywhereuntilthismatter

hasbeenresolved.Youmayleave

Masilela:nothisisunfair

Molao:wewouldliketogetbacktoworkMasilela

leavetheofficerightnow

Heswallowedlookingateveryoneandshamefully



walkedout...

Molao:nowtoeachofyou,ifyouknowyouarea

corruptofficerhandoveryourbadgeandgunright

nowbeforethingsgetworse.(Theyquietlylooked

atoneanother)ibelievewewillworkwelltogether.

Thenationnolongertrustsusbecauseofthelikes

ofMasilela,theytreatuslikeabunchoffoolswho

arejustspendinggovernmentmoneywithoutdoing

ourjob.Wealltookanoathright?

All:yescolonel!

Molao:whichis?

All:tolead,serveandprotect!

Molao:goodandifyoudon'trespectthatoathyou

enduplikeMasilelaandibelievenoneofyouwants

thatright?

All:yescolonel!

Molao:good.ConstableLeratoyouarenowthe

detectiveofthisstationalldocumentswillbeready

foryoubeforetheendoftheday



Lerato:(smiled)okcolonel

Molao:OfficerXabayouwillnowtakeover

DetectiveLerato'sduties.Thankyou.Everyoneback

towork(theysalutedandleftchatting)Detective

LeratoandconstableXabapleasestaybehind

Lerato:yescolonel?

Molao:youhavetofindoutwhosentMasilelato

stealthisreportandalsotakeoverBulldozer'scase.

Everythingyoufindoutyoureporttomefirst

understood?

Both:yesColonel

Molao:(gavethemallthefiles)gooditrustyoutwo

todoagreatjob

Theysmiledandleftashesighedsittingdownand

shookhishead.

AttheJola's...



ZanelefinishedwithaphonecallfromChereland

answeredMasilela'scall...

Zanele:Masilelatellmeyouhavethereportinyour

hands

Masilela:youcostmemyjobyoubloodycunt!

Zanele:(frownedlookingatthephone)excuseme?

Masilela:youheardmeyouwitch!

Zanele:doyouforgetwhoyouaretalkingto?

Masilela:ohyesiknowwhoexactlyimtalkingto.A

cowardselfishbitch!

Zanele:haibo!?

Masilela:youbettergetmemyjobbackorelse...

Zanele:eyeyey!Don'tyouevendaretrytogothere

doyouhearme?

Masilela:ijustgotdismissedbecauseofyou

ZaneleJolaandiwantmyjobbackorelseim

openingyourbagofsecrets



Zanele:iwouldlovetoseeyoutry

Masilela:trustmeZaneleyoudon'twanttomess

withme

Zanele:oh?Yougotsomeballsnowisee.Masilela

trymeandyouwillseehowruthlessicanbe,just

doitmyboy,justdoit

Sheclickedhertongueandhunguppunchingher

desk...

Zanele:shit!

Zino:(openedthedoor)iseverythingok?

Zanele:whatdoyouthinkZino!?

Zino:don'tshoutatme

Zanele:(sighed)imsorrymyheadisallover

Zino:what'sgoingon?

Zanele:iaskedMasilelatogethishandsonZulu's

accidentreportfileandchangeitnowhegotcaught



andwasdismissedandhe'sthreatningtoreveal

everything

Zino:ohreallynow?Youaregoingtobethreatned

bysomeonewhoyouhavebeensponsoringhislife

solong?ComeonZeewhyareyoubecomingweak?

Zanele:andanotherthingisthatNombuleloisthe

newappointedCFOatLeeTrucking

Zino:what!?

Zanele:yesimfromaphonecallwithCherelnow

apparentlytheonewhowasworkingastheCFO

wasinvolvedinanaccidentearlierandshejustdied

andshouldihaveNombulelodismissedit'sgoing

toraiseafeweyebrowslookingatthefactthatZulu

isonournecks

Zino:thisismessedupyouknowwhatthismeans

right?

Zanele:(sighed)iknow,shewillseethatLee's

accountsareinSAandnottheUK.Nombulelois

smartshewilleventracewherethemoneyhas

beencirculating



Zino:weneedtocomeupwithaplanandfast

Zanele:(smiledasathoughtcrossedhermind)i

thinkimighthaveanidea

Zino:what?

Zanele:there'ssomeonewhoowesmeafavourin

theUK,makesuremybankaccountsarefrozen

withimmediateeffectwhileicallthelady

Zino:ohok

ShesmiledcallingherfriendwhileZinocalledthe

bank.

AtJola'sI-tech...

ValentineknockedonBongani'sofficeandopened

ashesmiledather...

Valentine:yourmidmorningsnackMrJ



Bongani:thankyousomuch.Youareefficientandi

loveit

Valentine:thankyou.Sohowwasthedinnerlast

night?

Bongani:itwasamazingthankyou.Pityyou

couldn'tcomewith

Valentine:it'snotaproblemitwasafamilydinner

afterall

Bongani:nosillyyouarepracticallyfamilyaswell

Valentine:nonoidon'twanttocrossany

boundaries.Imjustanemployeeyouoffereda

placetostaythat'sall

Bongani:howfarwithfindingaplace?

Valentine:it'shardMrJit'sreallyhard

Bongani:takeallthetimeyouneedyouwill

definitelyfindsomethingsoon

Valentine:ihopeso.Idon'tknowifishouldaskthis

ornotbutiseverythingokbetweenyouguysand

yourdaughter?



Bongani:(sighed)notatall.Mbalijustdoesn'twant

toseethelight.Hermothertriedtoreasonwithher

butshefeelslikewearealwaysunfaironherand

shetookherthingsandleft

Valentine:oh?

Bongani:yeahthat'showhecticitis

Valentine:maybeyouguysdon'twanttolistento

her

Bongani:imalwaysgivingMbalianearbutthistime

aroundshewantsnothingtodowithme

Valentine:isee.She'sateenageranywaysoshe

willcomearound

Bongani:butsheshouldbearoundthepeoplewho

careabouthergiventhesituationshe'sfacedwith

now

Valentine:whatsituation?

Bongani:I'drathernotsay.Thankyouforyour

concernthough

Valentine:you'rewelcomeiwilltrytohavealadyto

ladytalkwithher



Bongani:shedoesn'tevenknowyou

Valentine:alotofpeopleopenupbetterto

strangersthanthepeopletheyknow

Bongani:ohokthenweshallseehowitgoes

Valentine:yeah.Anywayletmegetbacktowork

Bongani:(smiled)sure

SheturnedandsmiledleavingwhileBongani

sighedgoingbacktowork.

InCourt...

Lerato:MyLordwehaveitinthisreportthatthis

manprovidedfalseinformationtothepoliceand

thatthepressureappliedonthebrakeswasofa

weightofawomannotaman.Especiallyamanhis

sizemyLord

Judge:baillifsussupthereportplease.Sirplease

standup(hedid)whowasdrivingthattruck?



Bulldozer:iwasmyLord

Judge:butyoujustheardwhatthedetectivesaid

Bulldozer:welltheremustbesomethingwrongwith

theirfindings.Iwastheonedrivingthattruckmy

Lordandiwassurelynotdrunk

Judge:okthenwhydidyoulietothepolice?

Bulldozer:ididn'tmyLord,thatmanhitme

Judge:butthereportsaysthedriverswervedthe

steeringwheelandhitthebrakesthenthebackof

thetruckhitthatcar.Howcanthatcarbethis

damagedhittinghitthetruck?

Bulldozer:myLordweallknowhowmysteriousand

unexplainableaccidentsare

Judge:noeveryaccidentcanbeexplainedthatis

whytherearethingslikereportswhicharefinal

findingsofwhatexactlytranspiredsoimgoingto

giveyouonelastchancetotellusthetruth,who

wasdrivingthattruckandwhydidyouhitMr

ThembaZulu'scar?

Bulldozer:iwasdrivingthetruckandMrZuluisthe



onewhohitme.Ihitthebrakesafterhearing

somethingbumponme

Lerato:justtochipsomethinginmyLord

Judge:yesplease

Lerato:ifMrZuluhitthetrucktherewouldhave

beenadentonthetruckbuttherewasnothingnot

evenascratchmyLord.Thankyou

Judge:youknowwhatI'mnotgoingtowastemy

timeonthis.Bulldozeryourbailapplicationhas

beendeniedyouaregoingtowaitforyourtrialdate

behindbars.Datesofthetrialwillbecommunicated

withyourlegalrepresentativecourtisadjourned!

Hehitthegavelastheyallstoodashemadehis

wayout.Bulldozersighedsittingdownandshook

hishead...

Bulldozer:thisisnothappening

Man:don'tworrywewillseeawaythroughthisok



Bulldozer:makesureyoutalktothemiknowthey

willworksomethingout

PrisonGuard:sirthevanisreadyforyouplease

comewithus

Hesighedandstoodupastheyescortedhim

outside.HislawyerfollowedLeratoandconstable

XabaasXaba'sphonerang.Hesighedseeingthe

nameonthescreen...

Xaba:iwillfindyouinthecardetective(Leratowent

ahead)hello?

Lady:heelantatewamoxhosaorengkatabaya

ngwanahao?Kehojweditsehoreketlammehoya

mosebitsenghoseng.Orengwanaosalalemang

abuti?(Whatareyousayingwiththeissue

concerningyourchild?Itoldyouthatimgoingto

worktomorrow.Whodoyouexpecttomindthe

child)

Xaba:itoldyoumysituationcan'tyoufind



someonetomindthechildoratleastfindschool

forhim?

Lady:keitsehowenakarengwanaenwawahaoha

dumelehosalaleopentlehaakalewenaXabake

koparesaqabanakatabayangwanaplease(itold

youthatyoursondoesn'twanttostaywithanyone

besidesyouandisolet'snotfightaboutit)it'stime

youtooksomeresponsibility

Xaba:(sighed)iwillseewhattodobutyouknowim

sharingandmyfinancesaretightiwillseewhatto

do.Imtheonlybreadwinnerathomesoeveryoneis

lookinguptome

Lady:eotabahaenkamehohangabutibathobao

batlamehilehotsebaoreontateyamothojwalea

lebonebafumanebontatebadikatanatsabona

(thatdoesn'tconcernmethosepeopleshouldknow

thatyouaresomeone'sfathernow,theyshouldfind

thefathersoftheirrats)

HehungupshakinghisheadasBulldozer'slawyer

smiledpassinghim.



AttheDlomo's...

ZanelesighedputtingherbagdownasSamkelo

camewithtwoglassesofjuice...

Samkelo:youlookdrainedchomi,iseverythingok?

Zanele:ifsomeonetoldmehowexhaustingitisto

bemeiwouldhavenotbeenmeyoh

Samkelo:what'sgoingon?

Zanele:urghdon'tworryfriendit'snothingican't

handle

Samkelo:ohyouarekeepingthingsfrommenow?

Zanele:comeonSammy,itsjustZulugettingunder

mynervesbutsofarsogood.Afewhiccupsbuti

willhavethemoversoon.Ihaveaperfectplanin

placejustwaitingonthem

Samkelo:ifyousaysolovebecauseihateseeing

youlikethis.Youarealwaysontopofthings



Zanele:don'tworryboo.Igotthis.Nowlet'stalk

aboutyou,youhaveeyebagshoneywhat'sup?

Samkelo:(sighed)icalledyouheretotellyouthat

mydreamofhavingSbu'skidshasbeenofficially

dimmed

Zanele:whathappened?

Samkelo:iwentforbloodtestsyesterdayandthey

foundoutthatihavestage1cervicalcancer

Zanele:(choked)what!?

Samkelo:iknowfriend

Zanele:soyouaregoingtoremoveeverything?

Samkelo:imafraidsolove

Zanele:awwbabeimsososorryidon'tknowhowit

feelsbuticantellit'shard

Samkelo:(sighed)itreallyisloveandimscared.Im

tryingallicantokeepapositivemindevenSbuis

doingallhecantoassuremebutimscaredthatthe

roadtotheendofmymarriagehasbeenoffically

opened



Zanele:noSammy,Sbulovesyoubabe.Yousaidit

yourselfthathesaidhehadacceptedyourdecision

ofnothavingkidsafteryouchangedyourmind

aboutit

Samkelo:youcanneverknowwhatapersonis

thinkingZee

Zanele:yesbutwhatiknowforsureisthatSbu

lovesyoubabeneverdoubtandevenifyouguys

divorce,Godforbidithappens,youwillalwaysfind

yourwaybackupagain.Youareastrongwoman

onyourownbabeyesiunderstandSbuisapartof

youbutremembertherewasyoubeforehim

Samkelo:(sighed)weshallseehowitallpansout

love.Wearegoingforcounsellinglater

Zanele:that'sagoodstepintherightdirection

babes.Italwayshelps

Samkelo:yeahhey

Zanele:iknowimaselfishbitchbuticannever

wishsuchonmyworstenemyachildisablessing

eventhoughMbaliandiarealwaysatloggerheads

istillloveher



Samkelo:tellmeaboutthatone

Zanelechuckledandtookasipastheycontinuedto

catchup.

THATAFTERNOON

AtJola'sI-tech...

Valentinetookaspoonfullofherfoodandputitin

hermouthasshewenttohercontactsanddialed

Mbali...

Mbali:hello?

Valentine:(clearedherthroat)hiisthisMbali?

Mbali:whodidyouwanttocall?

Valentine:iwilltakethatasayes.Youarespeaking

toValentine



Mbali:oh,hi

Valentine:howareyoudoinglove?

Mbali:let'scutthefakecareplease

Valentine:(rolledhereyes)comeonlovefirstofall

wedon'tevenknowoneanotherthatmuchsodon't

jumptotheconclusionthaticareaboutyou

Mbali:ohthanksatleastyouareclearaboutitso

bye

Valentine:imightnotcarebutitdoesn'tmeanim

notwillingtolisten

Mbali:whatisit?Didtheysendyoutocheckon

howmuchimstruggling?

Valentine:imightbeaPAbutimnotgrovellerok

Mbali:isee.Sowhat'syourstory?

Valentine:iwantyoutoknowthaticanrelateto

whatyouaregoingthroughrightnow.Iwent

throughthesamethingjustthatiwasn'taspoilt

bratihadtoworkmywayup

Mbali:whatmakesyouthinkimaspoiltbrat?



Valentine:youhaveeverythinghandedtoyou

Mbali:foryourowninformationihaveneverhad

anythinghandedovertomealltheydidwastaking

responsibilityasparentsandithinkihaveletthem

thinktheyhavecontrolovermylifeandthe

decisionsimake

Valentine:areyoufreetomorrowwecandoaladies

nightoutandchatabit

Mbali:ihaveenoughfriendsthankyou

Valentine:hasanyoneofthemcheckeduponyou

sinceyoutoldthemyouhavehadyourbuttkicked

outofthewaterfallmansion?(Shekeptquiet)i

guessnotsoit'snotupfordebatetomorrow7pm

sandton.Bethere

Mbali:i...

Valentine:haveagoodday

Shehungupandsmiledeatingup.InBongani's

office,heclosedhislaptopandtookhisphone,car

keysandwalletheadingout.Hesighedopeningthe



doorandalmostbumpedintoMandla...

Bongani:buddywhat'sup?

Mandla:doyouhaveaminute?

Bongani:imonmywayouttograbsomethingto

eat,let'sgo

Mandla:noimgoingtomyhouse

Bongani:ohok,areyouok?

Mandla:imtheonewhoshouldbeaskingyouthat

question

Bongani:idon'tunderstand

Mandla:whokickstheirgirlchildoutonthestreets

Bongani?Whichsanemandoesthat?Tellme

Bongani:oh,that

Mandla:yesthatBonganithepoorchildcametome

cryingsayingshehasbeenkickedoutofherown

homebecausehermotherthinksshe'sweak

Bongani:(scoffed)andshecanevenliewow,did



shealsotellyouthathermotherwastryingto

reasonwithherafterfindingoutthatshefailedand

ispregnant

Mandla:(frownedashisheartdropped)huh!?

^

^

^

^

^
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Bongani:bythelookonyourfaceiguessshedidn't

tellyou

Mandla:whatdidyoujustsayBongani?

Bongani:thesamepersonyouarehereadvocating

forfailedandispregnantat19andguesswhat,she



doesn'twanttotelluswhothefatheris

Mandla:givenhowyouguysaretreatingherdoyou

thinkshewouldtrustyoutwotodealwiththislike

theadultsyoupotrayyourselvestobe?

Bongani:soshe'sstayingwithyou?

Mandla:nobutjustknowthatshe'ssafe.Bongani,

Mbalihastofeelsafearoundyou.Girlchildrenare

alwaysfondoftheirfathersandyourrelationship

withherasshewasgrowingupwasasolidone.

Whatwentwrongmyguy?

Bongani:MandlailoveMbalialotyouofallpeople

knowthatandyouknowiwoulddoanythingfor

Mbalibutwhatdoyouexpectmetodowhen

everytimewetrytohelphersheshutsusout?Ifher

motherdidn'tsnooparoundherthingsandfound

outwhatshefoundoutwhenwasshegoingtotell

us?

Mandla:that'sbesidesthepointBonganiyouhadto

bethefathersheknowsyoutobe,youshouldhave

beentherenomatterwhatshehaddone.Nowthe

poorchildisoutthereallaloneandpregnant.Do



youguyseverthinkmaybeyouarebeingtoohard

onher?

Bongani:wearenot

Mandla:yesyouareBongani.Mbalitoldmethat

youguysforcedhertodoacourseshedoesn'tlike.

Youdon'tdothattoachildBonganithatiswhyshe

failedlikethis

Bongani:itwasforherowngood

Mandla:sosayssomeonewhodisobeyedhisfather

anddidacoursehewanted.ComeonBongani

comeondude

Bongani:iknewistoodabetterchanceMandlanow

thingsaredifferent.Whenwillshegetabreakinthe

arts?

Mandla:itsnotlikeyoudon'tknowhowmuchofa

greatartistMbaliisyoualwaysattendedherdrama

showsathighschoolit'sjustthatyouguyschose

toturnablindeyetoit.Ifshe'sregisteredunderthe

rightagencyshewilldefinitelygetherbreak.Allow

yourdaughtertoexplorehertalentimeanyouguys

allowedKumkanitostudyhospitalitysomethinghe



hasalwaysbeenfondofandisgoodat

Bongani:hismotherownsavilla,youownahotel

sohewouldalwaysgetajobtherewhereasfor

Mbalinoneofusownsatvproductionorhave

sharesatanyradiostationsoforgiveusfor

thinkingforourdaughter.

Mandla:giveyourdaughterabreakandallowherto

beherownpersonpleaseitwilltakenothingfrom

you.Asformysoniknowhelovessoccerandiwill

alwayssupporthimifhewantstobeaprofessional

footballplayerbutiwilladvicehimtostudy

somethinghewouldalwaysfallbackonsodothe

samewithMbaliorelseyouaregoingtoloseher

forgoodandiknowyoudon'twantthat.Ijustcame

totellyouthat.Seeyouaround

Bongani:sure

Mandla:beamanandstopallowingZaneletake

overoneverything

Bongani:youarestartingnow

Mandla:(chuckled)seeyouaroundbuddythink

aboutwhatisaid



HewinkedathimandleftasBonganisighedand

followedhimout.Mandlagotinhiscarandclicked

histonguescoffing...

Mandla:howcanMbalinottellmeshe'spregnant.

AtZasamVilleoffices...

Zanelepulledoutherchairasthelawyertookhis...

Man:imstillstunnedbyhowyoukeepittogether

Zanele:ihavebeendoingthisforover20years

dearsoit'seasywaters

Man:andtheresultsareshowing

Zanele:sohitmewithithowdiditgoatcourt?Were

thereanysurprises?

Man:(sighed)nopehewillbewaitingforhistrial



behindbars

Zanele:damnthisisnotgood

Man:andthereportsaysthedriverwasawomam

Zanele:howdidtheycometothatconclusion?

Man:theforceappliedonthebrakesshowedthat

thepressurewasfromasmallfoot

Zanele:andwhatdidhesay?

Man:hestickingtohisstory

Zanele:iowethismanmylifepleaseassurehim

thathislifebehindbarswillbeascomfortableasif

he'soutside

Man:idon'tthinkhewouldstaylongbehindbars

Zanele:why?

Man:theconstableworkingonthecasewiththe

newdetective

Zanele:whatabouthim?

Man:itlookslikehehasafamilyproblem.Hisbaby

mamaisgivinghimhellfromwhatiheard



Zanele:(smiled)oh?Sowhatareyouthinking?

Man:wecantrygethimonourside.Himbeing

madeDetectiveLerato'ssecondincommand

showsthatthecoloneltrustshimsoallwehaveto

doisworktogethimonoursidehehasavery

subtlepersonalityyoucan'treadhimthateasily

unlesshewantsyouto

Zanele:what'shisname?

Man:ConstableXaba

Zanele:okiwilltakeitfromherethankyousomuch

eventhoughyoucouldn'tgetmyrighthandmanout

ofjailyoudidawonderfuljobsoexpectalittle

somethingontopofyourpayment

Man:thepleasureisallmine.SeeyouaroundMrsJ

Zanele:seeyouaroundmymanandsayhitoyour

bossok

Man:iwill

HesmiledleavingwhileZanelesmiledsittingback.



AtMasilela'shouse...

Aknockcamethroughashetookasipfromhis

beerandwenttoattendtoit.Asheopenedthedoor

Zinokickedhisballsandgrabbedhimbytheneck...

Masilela:whatthe...(hegaggedasshetightenedthe

grip)

Zino:whothehelldoyouthinkyouare?

Masilela:letgoofme

Shedidandslappedhimwiththebackofherhand

ashefellonthecouchholdinghischeekandballs...

Masilela:whatthehellisthis?Areyouawarethat

youareattackinganofficerofthelaw?

Zino:ohplease,saveityouspinelessuseless



bastard!

Masilela:sothatcowardbossofyourssentyou

huh?

Zinoopenedherokapiknifeasheswallowed

lookingatit...

Zino:sayitagain.Iwillkillyourightnowandcall

theguystocomeandtakeyoutothemorgueofthe

samepersonyouareinsultingandyouknowwhat

happenstobodiesofpeoplewhobehavelikeyou

dowhentheygetthereright?

Masilela:(swallowed)whatdoyouwantfromme?

Zino:wheredoyougetofftoinsultsomeonewho

hasbeensponsoringyourlife?Doyouwantyour

wifeandkidstoknowwhatyouhavebeendoingto

givethemthelifetheyarelivingrightnow?Andi

knowforafacttheydon'tknowyoulostyourjob

today

Masilela:youcan'tdothatyouwillbeselling



yourselvesout?

Zino:(laughed)it'sbeen20yearsmyboyweknow

whatwearedoingwhatyouhavetodoismoveout

ofGautengandkeepyourmouthshut

Masilela:wheredoyouwantmetogo?

Zino:EasternCape

Masilela:thatfar?

Zino:youwillkeepgettingthesamemoneyyouare

gettingandyourfamilygetstokeeptheirlifestyle

Masilela:butican'tleaveuntilmycaseisdone

Zino:finebutidareyoutomentionZaneletheblade

ofthisknifewillgetstuckdownyourfilthythroatdo

youhearme?

Masilela:whyareyouwomenlikethis?

Zino:isaiddoyouhearme?

Masilela:yes,yesihearyou

Zino:good



Shetookhisbeeranddowneditthenthrewthe

emptybottleathim...

Zino:youneedtoworkonyourtidiness.Filthypig

ShesaidslammingthedoorwhileMasilelasighed

massaginghisballsandwenttotakeanotherbeer.

Zino'sphonerangandsheanswereddrivingout...

Zino:heysis,ijustdealtwithhimimadesurehe

getsthemessage

Zanele:good.Ithinkwemighthavefoundournext

betterversionofhim

Zino:who?

Zanele:ConstabeXaba,Bulldozer'slawyertellsme

hehasbabymamaissuesandhe'ssomeoneyou

can'treadthateasilyunlesshewantsyoutosomy

loveitstimeyouworkedyourmagic

Zino:(smiled)consideritdonesis



Zanele:iknewicancountonyou

Zino:always.Seeyoulater

Zanele:bye

TheyhungupasZanelewhistledopeningherfood.

Atthehospital...

ZulusmiledasColonelMolaoopenedthedoorand

tookhisseat...

Molao:youlooksomuchbetterthanthismorning

Zulu:ifeelbetter.Whenyourthingsaregoing

accordingtoplanyoulooklikeme

Molao:icantell.SoyoucalledMrZulu

Zulu:yes.Iwantedtoletyouknowthatihave

managedtogetmystepdaughterintothecompany

now



Molao:ohwowok.How?

Zulu:theCFOwasinvolvedinacaraccidentthis

morningandshewastheonlyoptionavailable

Molao:ohokbutihopeyouhavenothingtodowith

it

Zulu:noofficeriknowimdesperatetoknowwhat

happenedtomyfriendbutiwouldneverhurt

anotherhumanbeing

Molao:okibelieveyou.Sowhat'stheplan?

Zulu:thoughihaven'ttoldheryetbuttheplanisfor

herto...(hisphonerang)canitakethis?

Molao:yeah,sure

Zulu:MrZuluspeaking

Zanele:gooddaydaddyhowareyoudoing?

Zulu:(frowned)who'sthis?

Zanele:it'sZaneleJola

Zulu:oh,wheredidyougetmynumber?

Zanele:frommymotherinlaw



Zulu:isee.Whatcanidoforyoumygirl?

Zanele:ijustwantedtocheckuponyouandalso

letyouknowthatwearemakingprogressinfinding

outwhathappenedtoMrJolasenior

Zulu:(frownedlookingatMolao)oh?

Zanele:yes,thefamilyhasagreedformetohelp

themwithwhatexactlyhappenedandtheytoldme

thatyouhavebeenwantingtogettothebottomof

thisaswellsoijustwantyoutoknowthatwehave

somefindings,myhusbandandPIareworking

togethertogettotheanswers

Zulu:ok,whatarethefindingssofar?

Zanele:wehavediscoveredthatMrJoladrovefrom

hishouse,toSowetothentheofficeandoneofthe

localriverssoiwashopingyoucouldaskthe

surveillanceteamtogothroughthecamerasofthat

daysinceyouaretheonlyoneweknowthathas

accesstothecompany

Zulu:(clearedhisthroat)ohokthankyouiwilldoso

andgetbacktoyou



Zanele:wonderful.Whenareyoucominghomewe

missyou

Zulu:iwillbereleasedsoondon'tworry

Zanele:bye

Zulu:bye

Hehungupandsighedthrowinghisheadback...

Molao:and?

Zulu:thiswitchisastepaheadofus

Molao:how?

Zulu:shehasmanagedtolurethefamilyinto

believingherlies.Apparentlythehusbandandtheir

PIareworkingonthecaseaswellandtheyfound

outthathedrovefromhishouse,totheofficeand

thenalocalriver

Molao:don'tlettheirfindingsdeteryoufromour

mission,youfocusonwhatwebelievethisisher

tryingtothrowusoffbutwearegoingtostay



focused

Zulu:okbutwhatiftheymanagetocovertheir

trackswellthistimearound?

Molao:peoplelikeZanelealwaysslipup(hisphone

rang)itsthebossesletmegettoit.Wewilltalkok

Zulu:sure

HeansweredleavingwhileZulusighedpouring

himselfaglassofwateranddownedit...

Zulu:yeahneh,youreallyareasmartoneZanele

Msomibutimgoingtogetyou.

AtMandla'shouse...

Heparkedandwentinsidewherehefoundhiswife

eating...



Mandla:(kissedhercheek)hilovehowareyou

doing?

Dianne:goodandyourself?

Mandla:imgood.Icametochange

Dianne:ok

Mandla:isAlexhomeyet?

Dianne:nopehehasafootballgame

Mandla:ohandyoudidn'tattend?

Dianne:youpromisedhimthatyouwillgolove

Mandla:noDianneyouknowthatimbusy

Dianne:ihadalreadymadeplansloveyoudidn'ttell

methatyouwon'tmanagetogo

Mandla:soyouaremorebusythani?

Dianne:ineversaidso

Mandla:thenwhatareyousaying?

Dianne:imsorryloveiguessishouldhavejust

went

Mandla:yesnowmysonisgoingtobe



disappointed.Youareafulltimeparentforcrying

outloudDiannetakeresponsibility

Dianne:yesloveiwill

Mandla:good.Iwon'tbecominghomeforthenext

twodaysimhostingsomedignitariesatthehotel

tonightsoseeyouguysonSaturdaytellmyboy

thatiloveandmisshimsomuch

Dianne:iwillbutyouknowhehasaphoneright?

Mandla:yesI'llcallhim

HewentupstairsasDiannesighedpushingher

plateaway.Shethoughtforafewsecondsand

shookherheadtakingherfoodagainasMandla

camedownafewminuteslater...

Mandla:thisismegoing

Dianne:areyounotgoingtoeatsomething?

Mandla:noiwilleatlater.Iloveyouok

Dianne:iloveyoutoo.Ihopeyoupackedsome



condoms

Mandla:(frowned)excuseme?

Dianne:thatcameoutwrongimsorry

Mandla:yeahright.Yourcardhasenoughmoney

foremergenciesright?

Dianne:yes

Mandla:cool.Seeyouguys

HewhistledleavingwhileDianneswalloweda

painfulllumplookingathiscardriveout.Atear

droppedfromhereyeassheslowlywipeditand

continuedtoeat.

AtMsomi'sFuneralparlour...

Kumkaniclosedtheofficedooranddialedhis

friend...



Lazer:KK

Kumkani:howzitbuddy?

Lazer:goodandyou?

Kumkani:whereareyouguyshiding?

Lazer:wearejustaroundJozimyguywhat'sup?

Weheardthatguypassedon

Kumkani:yeahmanifeelforhimmayhissoulrest

inpeace

Lazer:yeahhey.Anywaywhat'sup?

Kumkani:ihaveventuredintothisotherbusiness

andiwanttoworkwithyou

Lazer:whatisit?Youknowimalwaysupfor

anythingthatscreamsmoney

Kumkani:iknewicouldcountonyoubuddy,it'sthe

whitepowderbusinessmyboy

Lazer:ehthat'sadangerousventuredude

Kumkani:iknowbutwehaveallittakesandiwant

ustostartourowncartel



Lazer:doyouknowtherisksofthis?

Kumkani:yesbutyouknowthere'snosweet

withoutsweat

Lazer:let'stalkaboutcustomerswhereareyou

goingtogetthem?

Kumkani:fromtheotherdealers

Lazer:that'sstartingawaryouwannadieyoung?

Kumkani:doyouforgetwhomymotheris?Im

talkingtoyourightnowwith100kilogramsofthe

purestaffonitsway.

Lazer:fromwhere?

Kumkani:Colombia

Lazer:ahKumkanihowdidyougetintouchwith

them?

Kumkani:mysupplier.Istoletheircontactsfrom

himandmadethemagoodoffer

Lazer:soyouarepokingawareverywhere

Kumkani:comeonLazerdon'tbeacowardnow



Lazer:sohowareyougoingtocollectit?

Kumkani:it'slandingonFridayandthereareafew

bodiesthatarecomingtobecollected.Beforethey

comeimgoingtousethemtogocollectit

Lazer:(sighed)idon'tlikeanyofthisbutheywhite

powderisgoodmoney

Kumkani:ofcoursebuddy

Lazer:seeyouonfridaythen.Wherewillwedothe

packaging?

Kumkani:yourhouse

Lazer:oktheniwillmakesureeverythingisproper

Kumkani:surebuddyyou'reamazing

Lazer:nostress

TheyhungupasKumkanismiledsittingback...

Kumkani:timetomakesomegoodmoneyandbuild

yourownempirebuddysoonyouwillrankingup



withyourmother

THATEVENING

AttheJola's...

Valentinesighedopeningthedoorandgreetedthe

househelperheadingtoherbedroomasZanele

camedown.Shecheckedthepotsandheadedto

Valentine'sroom.Sheslowlyopenedthedoorand

lookedaroundwithherlipscurvedwhileValentine

cameoutofthebathroominjustherunderneath

clothing...

Valentine:MrsJola

Zanele:mmhhowdoesitfeellivinginamansion

youknownothingaboutit'scosts?

Valentine:honestlyspeakingitscomfortableandim

lovingeverybitofit



Zanele:don'tgettoocomfortablenana,howfarwith

findingaplacetostay?

Valentine:ihonestlycan'tfindtimetolook

Zanele:oh?AmerePAwithsomuchtimeinher

hands?Comeonlove

Valentine:haveyoubeenaPAbefore?

Zanele:ihavePA'snotaPA

Valentine:yeswenatheBillGatesofAfrica

Zanele:ohshe'safeistyone

Valentine:nonoit'snotaboutbeingfeistythat's

howyouseeyourselfisn'tit

Zanele:tellme,what'syourstory?

Valentine:pardon?

Zanele:welllearnerdisee.What'syourstory,what

areyoudoinginmyhouse,let'stalkwomanto

woman

Valentine:onethingisthatihaterepeatingmyself,

secondlywearebothindifferentleaguessocalm

downidon'twantyourman



Zanele:ineversaidyoudowell,unlessyoudo(she

scoffed)

Valentine:imawomanicansmellinsecuritiesfrom

milesaway.YouarebeautifulMrsJolaandyour

husbandlovesyoualotsorelaxI'drathergofor

yourson

Zanele:iwouldlovetoseeyoutry

Valentine:unfortunatelyhe'snotmytypeiwas

goingtofinishbythat

Zanele:hmm,look,thesooneryoufindahousethe

betterbecauseidon'twanttoendupcrossingbad

pathswithyou

Valentine:butimasinnocentasicome

Zanele:(scoffedsmiling)iwasonceyouragemy

lovesotreadcarefullyok.Dinnerwillbereadyina

few

Shesaidtouchingherchinandsmiledleavingwhile

Valentinesmiledaswellgoingbackintothe

bathroomandtookashower.



Atthehotel...

Mandlaopenedthedoorwithhisheaddownas

Mbalismiledputtinghermagazinedownand

helpedhimwithhisbag...

Mbali:ican'twaittospendthenextfewdayswith

you

Mandla:whenwereyouplanningtotellme?

Mbali:huh?

Mandla:whenwereyouplanningtotellmethatyou

arecarryingmychildMbali?

Mbali:(swallowed)iknewtalkingtomydadwas

goingtobeabadideanowhewentoffandtoldyou

mythings

Mandla:leaveyourfatheroutofthisMbali,whydid

younottellmeassoonasyoufoundout?

Mbali:iwasscaredanddidn'tknowhowtotellyou.



Iwasafraidyouweregoingtoleaveme

Mandla:whywouldileaveyou?

Mbali:youaremarriedandalreadyhaveachildbut

anywayitsfineiwillbookanabortionappointment

Mandla:areyoucrazy?

Mbali:whatdoyouwantmetodo?Carryamarried

man'schild?

Mandla:iwanttobewithyou

Mbali:huh?

Mandla:iwanttomarryyou

Mbali:youcan'tbeserious.Youknowyourwife

wouldneverallowthattohappenletaloneyour

friend

Mandla:theycanallgotohellforallicare.My

decisionisfinaliloveyouandiwanttobewithyou

Mbali:(smiled)areyouserious?

Mandla:yesandwearegoingtoraiseourchild

togetherinpeace



Mbali:okthenlet'sgetmarried

Mandla:yes!(heliftedherupandkissedher)we

needtofindyouahouseandacar

Mbali:ok

Mandla:asintomorrow

Mbali:what!?

Mandla:yepspendtonightlookingforrealestate

agentonceyoufindahouseyouloveimputtingan

offeronitandalsogoregisterforthatacting

course

Mbali:youareamazingyouknowthat?

Mandla:ithinkideserveareward

Mbali:whateverdaddyaskshegets

ShesaiddroppinghertowelasMandlasmiled

pullingherinforasteamyfrenchkiss.

AttheJola's...



Bonganicameoutofthebathroominhisboxers

whileZaneletookoffherglassesandputherbook

away.Hegotonthebedandwentontopofher

kissingher...

Bongani:imissyoubabe

Zanele:soshedidn'tgiveittoyoutoday?

Bongani:(frowned)what?

Zanele:(threwthewhiteshirtathim)explainthaton

theshirt

Bongani:idon'tunderstandwhyyou...

Heswallowedlookingatthemakeupstainwhile

Zanelefoldedherarmswithhereyeswidenedat

him.

^

^



^

^

^

....
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Zanele:sonowyouhavenothingtosay?

Bongani:itlookslikeamakeupstain

Zanele:ohsoyouknowhowamakeupstainlooks

like?

Bongani:youapplymakeupisn'tit?

Zanele:yesbutwhendidyouwearthisshirt?Smell

it

Bongani:(did)isn'tthisshirtsupposedtobe

washedbynow?

Zanele:Bonganiwhendidyouwearthatshirt?

Bongani:onTuesday.Whyareyoumakingabig



dealoutofthis?IworkwithalotofwomenZanele

soimighthavecameacrossone'sface

Zanele:onyourchestBongani?Whodidyouhug?

Bongani:(rememberedandscoffed)ohitmustbe

Valentine's.Pleaseaskthehelpertowashthisshirt

Zanele:soyoufindthisamusing?

Bongani:excuseme?

Zanele:youhuganotherwomanandcomesmile

aboutitwheniaskyou?

Bongani:whatdoyouwantmetodo?What'sgoing

onwithyouthesedaysZanele?

Zanele:what'sgoingwithmethesedays?Really

Bongani?Youcheatonmeandbringthesame

personunderourroofandaskmethatquestion?

Bogani:uyai'baxakengokuZaneleehlakulontaba

please(youareexaggeratingnow,getoffthat

mountain)

Zanele:ohimexaggerating?Boganithatgirlsis

youngenoughtobeyourfirstborn!



Bongani:(sighed)imhonestlygettingtiredofyou

alwaysshouting.EversinceValentinecamehere

youarelikethispuppythatcan'tstopwhining.I

huggedValentinewhat'sthebigdealaboutit?Don't

ieverhugotherfemales?

Zanele:doyoubringthemtoourhouseafter?And

don'tyouevercallmeapuppyBonganiimyourwife

Bongani:thenactlikeawifeZanele.Sincewhenare

youaninsecurewoman?IhuggedValentine

becauseshewashavingahardtimeafterher

boyfriendkickedheroutoftheirflat

Zanele:whydidn'tshegotoothermalecolleagues?

Bongani:youknowwhat,imnotgoingtoentertain

thisimgettingintobed.Myshirtshouldbewashed

tomorrow.Goodnight

Zanele:Bonganiwearestilltalking

Bongani:Zanelegotobed

Zanele:Bongani?

Bongani:okZaneleifyouwantustotalklet'stalk

aboutMbali,whydidyoucallmydaughterweak?



Zanele:excuseme?

Bongani:Mandlacametomeearlierandhetoldme

thatMbalicametohimcryingandtoldhim

everything

Zanele:ohsoshe'sstayingwithhim?Wearenot

talkingaboutMbalihearweare...

Bongani:wearedonewiththat,itoldyouwhat

happenednowyoutellmewhyyouhateyourown

daughterlikethistoeventhrowheroutwithher

thingsinatrashbag

Zanele:shechosetoleavelikethat

Bongani:don'tyoudarelietome.Who'scaristhat

outsidehuh?Thelaptop?

Zanele:that'sourcarandthelaptopisourmoney

Bongani:whatkindofamotherareyou?Youhave

owncarsZanele,thatcarisMbali'sit'swritten

underhernameandtellmeifimlyingwhenisay

youtookherbankcardsaswell

Zanele:shesaidshewantstobeherownpersonso

letherbeherownpersonwithoutourthings



Bongani:wouldyoueverdothattoKumkani?(She

keptquiet)imhonestlystartingtoaskmyselfalot

ofquestionsaboutyou

Zanele:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Bongani:ifyoucanbethisheartlesstoyourown

pregnant19yearsolddaughterwhatelseareyou

capableof?

Zanele:Bonganiyouhavetounderstand...

Bongani:goodnightZanele(switchedoffhisside

lamp)pleaseswitchoffthelightonyourside

Zanele:Bonganii...

Hecomfortablylaidinthesheetsclosinghiseyes

assheswallowedandswitchedoffthelightlying

downaswell.BytheirbedroomdoorValentine

smiledandtiptoeddownstairsbutstoppedasa

thoughtcrossedhermind.Shesmiledandwent

backuptoKumkani'sroomassheslowlyopened

thedoorandfoundhimonhislaptopinhisboxers

only.Hismelaninskinpoppingwithhislean



musclesinperfectshape...

Kumkani:iseverythingok?

Valentine:icouldn'tsleepsoithoughtmaybei

couldcomeupandcheckifyou'reasleep.Whatare

youupto?

Kumkani:justdoingsomeonlineshopping

Valentine:(lookedin)sneakersfor5Khowmuchdo

youhave?

Kumkani:(chuckled)thatdoesn'tmatter

Valentine:iwishicouldaffordsuch(putherarms

onhisshoulders)imeanthepriceofthatsneakeris

mywholesalary

Kumkani:don'tlieiknowhowmuchyouearn

Valentine:iwillberemainingwith2kwhat'sthat?

Kumkani:maybeyoushouldfindasecondjob

Valentine:jobsarescarce

Kumkani:wellyoucanalwaysventureintobusiness



Valentine:soyouhaveasidehustle?

Kumkani:kindof

Valentine:whatisit?

Kumkani:(turneduptohersmiling)howopen

mindedareyou?

Valentine:veryopenminded

Kumkani:(scoffedsmiling)iwouldrathernotsay

fornow

Valentine:howdoyouwantmetoproveittoyou?

Kumkani:youdon'thavetoproveitijust...

Valentine:isthisenough?

Shesaidbitingherlowerlipandslidherhandunder

hisboxerskissinghisneck...

Valentine:wowithoughtgymguyshadasmallone

Kumkani:(swallowedwithhisheartracing)my

parentsareinanotherroom.Stop



Valentine:wewillkeepitdown

Kumkani:areyousure?

Valentine:icantry

Kumkani:whydon'twegotoyourroom?

Valentine:iloveithereimeanyouevenhavea

balcony(shesaidplayingwithhisballs)

Kumkani:(sighed)youarebadinfluencecome

Hetookherhandandwenttothebalconyand

closedthedoorasshepushedhimdownonthe

chair...

Kumkani:youareabadone

Valentine:letmeshowyouhowbadicanget

Shesaidgoingonherkneesandpulleddownhis

boxersstrokinghissemihardmachine

and.....#REMOVED



THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AttheDlomo's...

SbuwavedatDiannedrivingoutassheparkedher

carandheadedinsidewhereSamkelofrowned

takingthebreakfastdishestothekitchen...

Dianne:knockknock

Samkelo:iminthekitchenbabe

Shesighedandtookaseatinthediningareaas

Samkelocamewipingherhands...

Samkelo:iseverythingok?Didyousleepbyour

gate?

Dianne:noicameassoonasAlexleftforschoolso



ididn'twanttodisturbyouguysiwaiteduntilSbu

leftforwork

Samkelo:what'sup?Youlooklikeyoudidn'teven

sleepawink

Dianne:myhusbandischeatingonmeandhe'snot

evenhidingitnow

Samkelo:whathappened?

Dianne:hecamehomeyesterdayintheafternoon

andtoldmethathewasgoingtobeatthehotelfor

twodaysbecausehe'shostingsomedignitaries

Samkelo:sincewhendoeshesleepatthehotel

whenhehassuchguests?

Dianne:therearenosuchguestsatthehotel

Samkeloiwenttherelastnightandhedidn'teven

bookaroomatthehotel

Samkelo:sohethoughtyouwouldn'tcheck?

Dianne:becausehethinksimafool

Samkelo:didyoucallthecartrackingcompany?

Dianne:hiscarisatthehotel



Samkelo:youlie

Dianne:imtellingyou

Samkelo:Mandlaisusingthesamephoneasyours

right?

Dianne:yes

Samkelo:thenwecanuseittotrackhim

Dianne:whatifheswitchedoffthesettings

Samkelo:wewillneverknowuntilwetrybringit

here

Shegaveittohimasshetriedtotrackhimbutit

showedherthehotellocation...

Dianne:and?

Samkelo:areyousurehe'snotatthehotel?

Dianne:yesiwentthere

Samkelo:itshowsthathe'satyouguy'shotel

Dianne:(sighed)seeitoldyou.Hefrozethe



trackingsettings.Mymarriageisover

Samkelo:noyouarenotgoingtogiveuponyour

marriageDianneyouhavecomethisfartoleta

boneyassbitchthinkshecanhaveyourhusband

likethat.Thefatherofyourchild?HellnoDhellto

thefuckingno

Dianne:whatwillidowhenhewantsadivorce?

Whatifshe'snotevenboney?Youknowtheylike

themhourglassshapedandican'tcompetewith

thatimeanlookatme

Samkelo:it'snotevenaboutcompeting.Thisis

yourmarriage,youinvestedinthisDianne.Iwillget

intouchwithZinoshewillknowwhattodototrack

Mandla.He'sinJozisoitcan'tbethathardtofind

him

Dianne:imhonestlytryingtokeepmycooland

respecthimasmyhusbandbutimslowlylosingit

Samkelo:youhavetherighttoloseit.Thisman

promisedtoloveandcareforyoutodeathsoifhe

can'tliveuptothatpromisewearegoingtohaveto

remindhim



Dianne:yeahneh?You'rerightSammythegoodgirl

actwon'tleadanywherebuttolosethemanilove

soineedtostandupformyself

Samkelo:that'smygirl

Dianne:(scoffed)thelessonimgoingtoteachthat

loosebitchonceigetmyhandsonherit'soneshe

willneverforget.Whenimdonewithhershewill

nevereverlookintoamarriedman'swayagain

Samkelo:amentothat,wouldyouloveaglassof

juice?

Dianne:yesplease

Samkelosmiledtakingtheclothandwenttothe

kitchenwhileDiannesatbackthinking.

Atthehospital...

ZulusighedtakinghisphoneanddialedNombulelo

whopressedthegateremoteclosingitand



answeredjoiningtheroad...

Nombulelo:earlyinthemorningZuluwhatdoyou

want?

Zulu:howdoesitfeelwakinguptogotoworkagain?

Nombulelo:ibetyoudidn'tcallmetoaskmesuch

crap

Zulu:comeonLeloyouneedtoloosenupstop

beingtenseallthetime

Nombulelo:yohZuluthetha(speak)idon'thave

timeforachitchat

Zulu:wheredidZanelegetmynumber?Shecalled

meyesterday

Nombulelo:iguesshermotherinlawgaveittoher.

Whatdidshewant?

Zulu:shesaidshewascheckinguponmeand

wantedtotellmewhattheyhavefoundoutsofar

Nombulelo:thatbitchwantsustothinkthatmy

fatherthrewhimselfinthatriverandknowingthat



riverhascrocodilessothere'snowaywecanever

findhim

Zulu:ihopeyouarenotfallingforhertrap

Nombulelo:imightbealotofthingsbutim

certainlynotafool.Afterseeingherhavingachat

withthissidechickofhersiknewrightthenthat

therewassomethingtheyarehiding

Zulu:goodimgladweareonthesamepage.So

howisworksofar?

Nombulelo:ikeepcomingthroughalotoferrors

thatCFOwomanhasbeenstealingfromyouguys

andyoucouldn'tseeathingbecauseyouweretoo

focusedonthereturnscomingintoyourpockets.

ShehasgoneawaywithatleastR3M

Zulu:nowondershediedapainfuldeathit's

becauseofherbaddeeds

Nombulelo:behonestwithmeZuludoyouhave

anythingtodowithit?

Zulu:yes

Nombulelo:soyoucankillaswell?



Zulu:canwenotgetmuchintoityouneverknow

whocouldbelistening

Nombulelo:imwonderingifishouldtrustyounow

youknow?Whatifthere'ssomesickagendayou

aretryingtopush?

Zulu:whatsickagendanowLelo?Allimdoingis

fightingtogetwhatbelongstoyouguysandfreeing

youfromthiswoman.Youknoweveryfighthas

casualities,imsorryshehadtodiebutimnotso

sorrybecausewasstealingfromyouguys

Nombulelo:(sighed)sowhat'sthenextstepnow

thatimin?

Zulu:aCFOhasaccesstotheaccountsofall

employeesofthecompanysoiwantyoutolook

intoLee'saccounts.Findoutwhereshealways

useshercardsandwhatsheuseshermoneyon

thatwillgiveustheexactlocationofthiswoman

Nombulelo:okiwillgetonitrightaway

Zulu:awesome.DidyoupassmymessagetoVula?

Nombulelo:yesidid.Nowcanifocusondriving?



Zulu:yesma'ambye

Hehungupandsmiledasthenursecametocheck

uponhim.

InPrison...

Inalongdressandahugesummerhatwithabob

weaveandsunglassesonZanelecheckedfordust

andtookherseatafterdisinfectingthesurfaces.

ShelookedaroundandshookherheadasBulldozer

cameandtookhisseat...

Bulldozer:hi

Zanele:howareyoudoing?

Bulldozer:iwasinafightlastnight

Zanele:haiboDozerfirstnight?

Bulldozer:theythoughtimoneofthosesissies



Zanele:fromyourheightandhowbuiltyourbodyis

whowoulddaretomakeyoutheirgirlfriendmaybe

theyarejustinsecurethatyouaregoingtosnatch

theirs

Bulldozer:(laughed)youknowimnotaboutthat

Zanele:(smiled)theneedforsexwouldmakeyou

dounimaginablethingsyouknow

Bulldozer:(scoffed)youhavealwaysknownhowto

calmmedown.Godknowshowmadishouldbeat

younow

Zanele:youaremyniggarDozercomeonandits

notlikeimnotdoinganythingtogetyououtofhere

Bulldozer:iknowyouwillalwayshavemyside

Zanele:andthankyoufornotsellingmeouteven

thoughthereportsayssomethingelseyoustuckto

yourstory

Bulldozer:youhavebeengoodtomethat'swhyi

willalwaysdoeverythinginmypowertoprotect

youbecauseiknowyouwillprotectmeaswellinor

outofprison



Zanele:thatyousureknowsmyman.Noonewill

evertouchyouagain.Pityyouwon'tbestayingfor

longyoucouldberunningthiswholeprison

Bulldozer:what'stheplan?

Zanele:let'sjustsayumcgwabiisworkingovertime

tomakesureyouarereleasedsooner

Bulldozer:evenwithareportlikethat?

Zanele:whateverumcgwabiwantsshegets

Bulldozer:(smiled)youknowifyouwerenot

marriediwouldkissyourightnow

Zanele:(laughed)it'stimeyougotoveryoursilly

crushonmeDozerwearenotinthesameleague

Bulldozer:butyouknowwewouldmakegreat

couplegoalsbosslady

Zanele:(laughed)eewDozerstopityouarebeing

creepynow(gavehimaplastic)iboughtyousome

toiletriesandcigarettes.(Lookedaroundandleaned

towardshim)There'salittlegreensomethingin

thoseorangessomakesomemoneyinherewhile

youwaittobereleased



Bulldozer:(smiled)youarethebest

ShesmiledandwinkedathimleavingasBulldozer

tookhisgoodiesandwentbacktohiscellinagood

mood.

AtJola'sI-tech...

Valentinetookasipfromhercoffeeandsighed

answeringherphone...

Valentine:imbusy

Kumkani:(smiled)comeontoobusytotalktome?

Valentine:KKbothyourparentshavesuccessful

businessesihavenothing

Kumkani:youhaveme

Valentine:stopbeingsilly

Kumkani:(chuckled)whydidyousneakoutbeforei



wokeupandwhydidyounotjoinusforbreakfast?

Valentine:ohsoyouwantedyourparentstoseeme

comingoutofyourroom?Andthereasonwhyi

didn'tsitforbreakfastisbecauseihavealotof

workwhichyouarekeepingmefromfinishing.

Shouldyourdadfindmeonthephoneandnot

workinghe'sgoingtofireme

Kumkani:stopexaggeratingV

Valentine:andwhathappenedlastnightshould

neverhappenagainitwasamomentofweakness

Kumkani:reallynow?It'snotlikeimtryingtopersue

anythingwithyouiknowyoujustwantedtoshow

mehowopenmindedyouarebutimstillnot

convinced

Valentine:(scoffed)whatmoredoyouwant?

Kumkani:iwannafuckyouwhilewashingadead

body

Valentine:what?Areyoucrazy?That'sinsane

Kumkani:wellyouwantedtoprovetomehow

spontaneousyouaresothisisyourchanceand



againiknowyouwantmoreofthismelaninmagic

Valentine:Kumkanistopit,youaresocreepy

Kumkani:inmanywaysthanonebaby

Valentine:youknowwhatbye

Kumkani:youknowwheretofindmewhenyouare

readyforthat

Valentinehungupandscoffedshakingherhead.

Shestoppedandsmiledthenclearedherthroat...

Valentine:noVdonotlosefocusyouknowwhowe

areafter(sighed)butfuckinginamorguesoundsa

bitfunandheknowshiswayaroundthecoochie

Shelaughedtakingfilestothereceptionasshe

bumpedintoBongani...

Bongani:justthepersoniwantedtosee.Cometo



myoffice

Valentine:okMrJola(hewentaheadofher)is

everythingok?

Lady:ithinkhewokeupinthewrongsideofthe

bedtodayhegothereallgrumpy

Valentine:yohnowimscared

Lady:justgofindoutwhatitcouldbe

Shesighedandwenttohisoffice...

Bongani:sitdown

Valentine:iseverythingokMrJola?

Bongani:whatareyouplayingat?

Valentine:idon'tunderstandsir

Bongani:thatdaywhenyoucriedaboutyour

boyfriendandyouhuggedmedidyouputthemake

upstainonmyshirtdeliberately?

Valentine:what?Nosiriwouldneverdosucha



thing

Bongani:wellmywifesawthestainandshethinks

imcheatingonherwithyou

Valentine:butyouknowthat'snottrueright?

Bongani:andyounothavingbreakfastwithus

madethingsworse

Valentine:imsorrysirididn'tmeantocauseany

trouble

Bongani:it'sfinebutfromnowonnophysical

contactbetweenyouandiareweclear?

Valentine:yesMrJola

Bongani:thankyou,youcangobacktowork

ValentineswallowedandleftasBonganiwentback

towork.Assoonassheclosedthedoorbehindher

shesmiledandheadedtoheroffice...

Valentine:wearesurelygettingtheremylove.Next

moveMbali



Atthehospital...

NomvulaopenedthedoorasZulusmiledlookingat

her...

Nomvula:goodmorning

Zulu:sogoodtoseeyouhowareyoudoing?

Nomvula:goodthankyou.Iseeyouaredoingmuch

better

Zulu:yesiwillbehomesoon.Howisyourmother

doing?

Nomvula:goodshesaysshewillbecominginthe

afternoon

Zulu:ok.How'swork?

Nomvula:workisamazingimlearningalot

Zulu:imgladyouare.Runningalodgeisn'teasyso

youareluckytohaveasisterinlawwho'swillingto



showyoutheropesaroundthewholeprocess

Nomvula:yeah.Lelosaidyouwantedmetocome

seeyou

Zulu:yes,soiwasgoingtocomeoutofthehospital

withoutyouvisitingmeonceatleast?

Nomvula:(chuckled)it'sjustthatimbusyMrZulu

Zulu:whydon'tyoujustcallmeThemba

Nomvula:haibo,youaremyelderandicallallmy

elderswiththeirlastnames

Zulu:sucharespectfulyoungladyyouare

Nomvula:thankyou

Zulu:andbeautifulaswell

Nomvula:(frowned)thankyou,iguess

Zulu:anytime.Areyousureyoudon'thavea

boyfriend?

Nomvula:notthistopicagain.Imgoingtoleave

now

Zulu:(chuckled)sorryiwasjusttryingtomake



conversation

Nomvula:(smiled)myprivatelifedoesn'tmatterto

youMrZulufocusonhealingbecauseyour

girlfriendmissesyouineedtogettowork

Zulu:haveagooddaynana

Nomvula:youtoo

Shestoodupandpulleddownherfigurehugging

pencilskirtwalkingoutasZulusmiledcheckingher

out.Sheclosedthedoorbehindherashesighed

closinghiseyesandstrokedhismanhoodwiththe

otherhand.

AtthePolicestation...

ZinomadewayintoMolao'sofficeasheofferedher

aseat...

Zino:thankyoucolonel,icametocheckthe



progressyouhavemadeinfindingoutwhatreally

happenedtotheyoungboy?

Molao:ohthat,thecaseisclosedbecausewe

foundoutthatthepoisonheatecouldbefoundin

somefruitpitssowecan'tblameanyone

Zino:ohisee.Thankyouthencolonelihopewe

don'tcrosspathsinbadwaysagain

Molao:(smiled)ifyoustayoutoftroublethenwe

willbegood

Zino:(smiled)ipromise.Haveagoodday

Molao:youtoomiss

Sheleftandasshepassedthedetective'soffice

shebumpedintoamanwhowascomingoutofit

anddroppedherphone...

Xaba:imsosorryisitbroken?

Zino:justasmallscratchitwillbefine

Xaba:nonoithadnootherscratcheswhichmeans



youhavebeentakingcareofit.Givemeyour

numberandwewillseewhatdoaboutit

Zino:(giggled)noit'sokreally

Xaba:iinsist

Zino:(sighed)okthen(shegavehimhernumber)

it'sZinoforZinokuhle

Xaba:beautifulnameI'mMthembuXaba

Zino:(smiled)ohoknicemeetingyouofficerXaba

Xaba:(smiled)iwilldefinitelycallyou

Zino:sure

Sheputherphonebackinherbagandwalkedout

smilingasXabasmiledcheckingheroutand

clearedhisthroatgoingwherehewassentto.

^

^

^

^



^
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DianneandSamkelolaughedasherphonerang...

Dianne:he'scalling

Samkelo:puthimonloudspeaker

Dianne:hello?

Mandla:Diannewhatdoyouwantfromme?

Dianne:idon'tunderstand

Mandla:howdareyoudowhatyoudid?

Dianne:whatdididonow?

Mandla:don'tyoudaretakemeforafoolyouknow

exactlywhatyoudid.Nowmystaffthinksimnot

manenough



Dianne:ohiguesstheytoldyou.YesMandlai

calledthehotelandaskedthemifthereareany

visitorsyouarehostingandguesswhatthere's

none

Mandla:Diannewhydoyoualwaysgooutofyour

waytodisregardme?

Dianne:whydoyougooutofwaytohumiliateme?

Mandla:imhonestlygettingsickandtiredofthis

Dianne:imiwrongtolookoutformyownmarriage?

Mandla:iwantout

Dianne:excuseme?

Mandla:iwantadivorceDianne

Dianne:sothat'syoutellingmethatyouare

cheatingonme?

Mandla:yesDianneimwithsomeoneandtheyare

waymuchbetterthanyou

Dianne:tellyouwhatMandlayouaregoingtobe

withherovermydeadbodydoyouhearme?

Mandla:canwenotpleasefightoverthis.Irealised



imadeamistakewithyousoiwantout

Dianne:aftersomanyyearsandyouonlyrealise

nowthatyoumadeamistake?(Scoffed)youmust

thinkimanidiotbutguesswhatimnot.Wearenot

gettingdivorced

Mandla:don'tmakethishardplease

Dianne:ifyouhavefallenoutoflovewithmeyou

aregoingtolearntolovemeagainMandlaJeleyou

andiaregoingtobepartedbydeathnotsome

boneyassbitch

Mandla:thisiswhyinolongerwanttobewithyou,

youdon'tknowhowtochoosewordswhentalking

tome

Dianne:whoisshe?

Mandla:that'snoneofyourbusinessyourbusiness

istomakesureyouarereadytosignthedivorce

paperswhentheycome

Dianne:weshallseeifanyofthatwillhappenandif

youdon'ttellmewhosheisiwillfindhermyself

andshe'sgoingtoregreteverlookinginmy



husband'sway,ipromiseyouthat

Mandla:areyouthreateningsomeone'slife?

Dianne:imnotthreateninganyoneimjustmakinga

promiseMandla.Youbetterbebackhometodayor

elseallhellwillbreakloose

Mandla:Dianne!?

Dianne:seeyoulaterbabe

ShehungupandhighfivedwithSamkeloas

Mandlasighedshakinghishead...

Samkelo:hewilllearntorespectawoman

Dianne:isweartoyouSammyifthatmandoesn't

comebacktodayhe'sgoingtoknowhowmuchofa

loosecannoniam

Samkelo:imwithyouonthatone.Thesecheating

menneedtobetaughtagoodlesson.Whydoyou

getmarriedtosomeoneknowingyoudon'tintendto

lovethemandonlythem?ShouldSbutrythis



nonsenseiwouldkillhimwithmytwohandsand

relocatetoenjoyhismoneytrustme

TheylaughedmorewhileinhisofficeMandlawent

toMbali'snumberandashewasabouttopresscall

hercallcamethrough...

Mandla:iwasjustabouttocallyou

Mbali:oh,howareyoudoing?

Mandla:mywifewentsnoopingbehindmybackbut

it'snothingican'thandle.What'sup?

Mbali:youneedtoteachherherplaceshe'sstarting

togetannoyingnow

Mandla:that'swhyithinkishouldgotothehouse

todayandgetherinherlane

Mbali:noproblemihavealadiesnightoutdate

anywaybutimthinkingishouldinvitethechickto

mynewhouse

Mandla:ohokiwasabouttoaskyouhowthe



houseis

Mbali:(lookingaround)itsbeautifulican'twaitto

makealotofmemoriesinitwithyou

Mandla:(smiled)ican'twaittoseeit.Andthe

furniture?

Mbali:it'sfullyfurnishedtheownersrelocatedto

Francesotheylefteverythingbehindallihavetodo

isgetnewbeddingforalltheroomsandallwillbe

sorted

Mandla:andisawyougotyourselfabeautifulmini

cooper

Mbali:andit'ssocomfortabletheinteriorlooksway

morebeautifulinperson

Mandla:iwillseeitsoonlove.Haveyouregistered

formonthlycheckups?

Mbali:yeahidid.Iwillbemakingmywaytothe

schoolofartstoregisterthendosomegrocery

shopping

Mandla:ohok.Iwillsendyournewbankcardtothe

houseyouwillfinditwhenyougetbackok



Mbali:(smiled)ok.Thankyousomuch

Mandla:noproblemlove.Youdeserveeverything

andmore

Mbali:andyouaresosweet.Seeyousoonhey

Mandla:kissesandhugs

Theyhungupasshesmiledandsnappedaselfiein

thekitchenthensentittohimashesmiledand

sighed...

Mandla:iknowbeingtogetherwon'tcomeeasybut

imwillingtodoanythingandletgoofeverythingto

bewithyou.Somemayseeitasstrangebutforme

it'slove(smiled)iguessyouaremystrangedesire

Hekissedthescreenandputhisphoneaway

focusingonwork.

InLeeTrucking...



Nombulelosighedsittingbackafterahecticfew

hoursofsnoopingaroundLee'sbankaccounts.She

tookabottleofwateranddowneditthencalled

Zulu...

Zulu:Lelo

Nombulelo:areyoufreetotalk?

Zulu:ihaveallthetimeintheworldnana

Nombulelo:don'tcallmethatitsoundsweird.

AnywayihavemanagedtosnooparoundLee's

accounts

Zulu:pleasetellmeitsZaneleMsomi

Nombulelo:unfortunatelyshe'sintheUK

Zulu:what?

Nombulelo:yepallhertransactionsshowsthat

she'sintheUK

Zulu:dammitit!Onceagaintheybeatus



Nombulelo:maybethisLeeislegitanditsnot

Zanele

Zulu:comeonLeloyouaresmarterthanthatshe

obviouslycoveredhertracksshehasaPIanda

husbandwhostudiedIT

Nombulelo:shewouldneveraskBonganitododirty

workforherandhewouldneveragreesoit'sthat

Zinobitch

Zulu:(sighed)anotherblowtoourmission

Nombulelo:idon'tthinksowestillhaveanother

option

Zulu:whatareyouthinking?

Nombulelo:weshouldrequestforameetingin

Zanele'spresence

Zulu:(smiled)okthatcouldworkbecausethatway

shewillbeforcedtoanswerandifshedoesn'twe

willknowthatit'sher

Nombulelo:yes

Zulu:goodthinkingtheremygirl,letmeknowonce

youmanagetogetherinthesamespaceasyou



andiwillgetintouchwiththeothershareholders

Nombulelo:that'snotgoingtobehardsoiwill

surelydoittomorrow

Zulu:goodiwillinformtheshareholdersaboutit

justnow

Nombulelo:coolandpleasecallmeNombuleloor

Lelonotmygirlornanaonlymydadcalledmethat.

Stopbeingcreepy

Zulu:yesma'am

HelaughedhangingupwhileNombuleloswungher

chairlookingatalltheaccounts...

Nombulelo:comeonmannotallcanbeclearlike

thisthereshouldbeamistakesomewhere

Shesaidpushingherchairbackinthedeskand

wentthroughthemagainforthe7thtime.



AttheZasamVilleoffices...

ZinowentinZanele'sofficewithtwocupsofcoffee

asZaneleclosedherlaptop...

Zanele:justwhatineededihavealotinmyplate.I

don'tknowwhenSammyisplanningtocomeback

toworkbecauseihateleavingthefuneralparlour

withnoone

Zino:comeonZeeitsnotlikethereareno

supervisorsthere

Zanele:youknowilovebeinghandson.Sheknows

ialsohavetocheckupwiththecosmeticsoffices

sosheneedstocomebacksoon.She'smyfriendi

loveandcareaboutherandiknowshe'sgoing

throughthemostbutihavealottodealwithatthe

momentandmypersonallifeisnotgivingmea

breakeitherZuluisonmyneck

Zino:breatheZanelebreathe(sheheavedahuge

sigh)good,nowstopworryingandfocusonone



thingatatime.Youhavemanagersforcryingout

loud.Youshouldbeatyourhouseenjoyingthe

fruitsofyourhardworknotintheoffice

Zanele:youknowmeZino

Zino:noyoushouldonlycometotheofficeoncea

weekeachmonth.Firstweekyouareatthefuneral

parlour,secondweekintheVilleandthirdweekat

thecosmeticofficesjustlikeyouarerunningLee

truckingfromthecomfortofyourownhome

Zanele:(scoffed)okma'amiwilltrybutstaying

homegetsannoyingattimes

Zino:youdon'thavetostaystayhomeyoucando

allthethingsrichwomendo,takethedogstothe

vet,goroseshopping,goforamassage,go

shopping,goformanicure,gofishingorhavelunch

inacruiseshipcomeonZanelelivealittleplus

stayinghomewillhelpyoualotwithmakingsure

youkeepZuluoutofyourway

Zanele:thereyouarerightsoiwilltakeyouuponit.

Thankyoubabe

Zino:that'swhatsistersarefor



Zanele:onewouldswearyouaremybiological

sisterandnotadopted

Zino:(laughedandtookasip)guesswhoibumped

intoatthestationandscratchedmyphone

Zanele:who?

Zino:MthembuXaba

Zanele:mygirlmygirlmygirl

Zino:andheaskedformynumber

Zanele:ahnorekene,wearewithin(theylaughed)

Zino:butidon'tknowwhathe'sgoingtofixmy

phonewithwhilehissalarydoesn'tevencome

closetoitsprice(theylaughed)

Zanele:ahZinodon'tberudenow,that'sourman

rightthereallyouhavetodoisworkyourmagic

now

Zino:ihopehecomestoplayorelsewewillfind

ourselvesindeepshit

Zanele:wearehissavinggracefromhisevilbaby

mamasohedefinitelywillcometoplay



Zino:wecanonlyhope

Zanele:itrustyoulove.Ohanotherthing,ihave

beenthinkingofNombulelo'ssuddenemployment

atthetruckingcompany.FirstlyourCFOdiesinan

accidentandallofasuddensheishiredwhich

meansitcanonlybeZulu

Zino:yeahitstheirplantocatchyouout

Zanele:unfortunatelyforthemtheydon'tknowwho

theyaredealingwith

Zino:youcansaythatagainabunchofidiots

chasingtheirowntails

Zanele:mhem.Weneedtolookintothisaccident

andwhateverwefindwekeepittoourselvesfor

futureuse

Zino:okiwillgetrightonit

Zanele:that'smygirl.Cheers

Zino:cheers

Zanele:anotherone,Valentine

Zino:whatabouther?



Zanele:herauradoesn'tsitwellwithmefindout

whatshe'saboutthesoonerieliminateheroutof

Bongani'slifethebetter

Zino:oklovewillworkonitaswell

Zaneleraisedherglassastheysmiledatone

anotheranddrankupcatchingup.

Atthemall...

Bonganigotoutofatechshopwithoneoftheguys

fromtheofficeafterbuyingafewthings.He

frownedspottingsomeonethatlookedlikeMbaliin

ahouseholdshopandaskedtheguytogoahead

ashewentintotheshop.HewenttotheisleMbali

wasinandswallowedlookingather...

Bongani:Mbali

Mbali:hi...(sighed)areyouguysstalkingmenow?



Bongani:noiwascomingoutofashopandspotted

you

Mbali:whatyouwantfromme?Areyouguysnot

havingafinelifewithoutme?Imeanthe

embarrassmentandblacksheepofthefamilyis

goneibetallisamazingnowhey

Bongani:comeonMbalidon'tsaythat

Mbali:pleaseexcusemeimshoppinghere

Bongani:wheredoyougetthemoneymylove?

Mbali:mylove?(scoffed)youmustbemistaken.

Youlosttherighttoadressmelikethatthemoment

youchosetosidewithyourcontrollingwifeand

forcemetobesomeoneimnot

Bongani:ihadachatwithMandlaandhetoldme

thatyoucametohim.Ishetheonebuyingyou

thingsnow?

Mbali:ohsoithadtotakeyourfriendtalkingtoyou

torealisethatyouguyshavebeenunfairtome?

Andnohe'snottheonebuyingthesethings

Bongani:youknowihavealwayscaredaboutyou



babycomeon.Comebackhome

Mbali:imsorrythatwillneverhappenevenwhenim

dead.Imdonewithyouguysandpleasetellyour

wifethatisaidthankyouforkickingmeoutand

callingmeweaknowimmyownwomanandstrong

Bongani:atleasttellmewhereyoulive

Mbali:dadisaidleavemealoneplease

Hercarkeysfellasshesighedpickingthemup...

Bongani:youhaveacar?

Mbali:that'snoneofyourbusiness.Areyounot

supposedtobeatwork?

Bongani:Mbalipleasetellmeyouarenotdatingan

olderman

Mbali:(chuckled)wowBonganiJola,isthatwhat

youthinkofme?Wellletmetellyouthisdad,the

samemanwhogotmepregnantboughtmehouse,

boughtmecarandispayingforthecourseihave



alwayswantedtodosomethingyouasmyparents

failedtodosogoaheadandtellyourwifethati

don'tneedyoutwoanymorey'allcangoburninhell

forallicareandyouknowwhat,ithinkiwilldothis

shoppinglaterbecauseimstartingtogetdisgusted

now

Sheclickedhertongueandflippedherhairleaving

whileBonganiswallowedandsighedleavingas

well.

Atthehotel...

SbuknockedonMandla'sofficeashewelcomed

himandsmiled...

Mandla:myman,beenagessinceisawyouboy

whereyoubeenhiding?

Sbu:what'supmyguy,justbeenaround(theyfist

bumpedandhugged)



Mandla:haveaseatman.Itsbeenlongsincewe

hungoutguysandweshoulddoitthisweekend

Sbu:imspendingtimewithmywifethisweekend

myguysocountmeout

Mandla:oh?Shepregnantanddemandingalready?

Sbu:iguessyouhaven'theard

Mandla:heardwhat?

Sbu:shehascervicalcancersoshe'sgoingto

removeherwombandotherthings

Mandla:ahmanimsosorrytoheartothat.You

guyscanalwaysadoptyouknow

Sbu:wejustwanttotakeeverythingstepbystep.If

youspenttimewithyourwifeyouwouldknowby

now

Mandla:comeondudeyouknowimbusydon'tbe

likethat

Sbu:busychasingafteruselessskirts

Mandla:didshesendyoutocomeandannoyme?

Sbu:noonesentme.Iseealotofyourwifeatmy



houseandiaskedmywifewhat'sgoingonandshe

toldmeeverything.WhyareyouthispersonMandla?

Mandla:don'tstartwithmeplease

Sbu:nomanwhydidyoumarrythepoorwomanlet

alonehaveachildwithherknowingthatyouwere

nevergoingtochange?

Mandla:youaregoingwaytoofarnow

Sbu:ohreallyimigoingtoofaroryoucan'tstand

thetruth?StopbitchingaroundMandlasetagood

exampletoyoursonman.Nextthinghewillbe

treatingwomenthesamewayyouaretreatinghis

motherbecausehegotitfromyou.Don'tyoudare

thinkthesechildrendon'tseeathing,theydo

Mandla:ihonestlydon'thavetimeforthis,Dianne

andiaredivorcinganyway

Sbu:wowdudewowsoyouaregoingtolosea

goodwomanoversomeoneyoudon'tknow?

Mandla:whatmakesyouthinkidon'tknowthe

personiwanttobewithnow?Andagainifyouthink

Dianneisagoodwomanwhydon'tyoumarryher



yourself

Sbu:youshouldhearyourselfrightnow.Yousound

pathetic

Mandla:youknowwhatSbu,leaveman,getoutof

myoffice

Sbu:Mandlathingsliketheseneverendwell

Mandla:lookSbuifyouhavenothingtodowhy

don'tyouratherfocusonyoursickwifeandleave

meandmylifechoicesthehellalone?Youaremy

friendnotmyfather

Sbu:(pointedathim)watchhowyouspeakofmy

wifedude

Mandla:justgoman.Imnotaweakasslikeyou

thatgetspulledbytheearbyawoman.Thisismy

lifeigettochoosehowiwannaliveitandifit

doesn'tsitwellwithyouthenthere'snohowican

helpyou.Imgoingtodowhatiwantandifyousee

itasdirtywemightaswellcutourloses

Sbu:heebanna

Mandla:yeahandimeanit.Imhappywhereiam



andifyoucan'tbehappyformethenyoudon't

deservetocutbreadwithme,byeSbusisoDlomo

Sbushookhisheadlookingathimandwalkedout...

Sbu:allthebestmyguyallthebest

HescoffedclosingthedoorbehindhimasMandla

clickedhistongueandclosedhislaptop.

Atthemall...

SamkeloandDiannelaughedastheydidabitof

shoppingandwenttoarestaurant...

Samkelo:youknoweversinceidiscoveredthatim

sickihavebeenhavingahugeappetite

Dianne:maybeitsthemedicationlove



Samkelo:iguessso

Dianne:areyougoingtogothroughchemo?

Samkelo:justonesessionbeforethesurgeryand

anotherafter

Dianne:ohokatleastit'sstageoneandithasn't

affectedanyarea

Samkelo:yeahheyijusthopeitdoesn'tcomeback

inanotherformaftersometime

Dianne:wehavetopraythen

Samkelo:yeahhey.(Herphonerang)ItsZino,hey

Zino

Zino:hiSammyihopeimnotcatchingyouatabad

time

Samkelo:nopeyou'renot

Zino:ihavefoundoutwhereMandlawaslastnight

Samkelo:ohokwherewashe?

Zino:hotelParadiso

Samkelo:ohokthankyoulovewhereishenow?



Zino:athishotel

Samkelo:ohokbyeletmeknowonceyouget

anotherunknownlocationhey

Zino:willdo

Samkelo:cool.Bye(theyhungup)

Dianne:and?

Samkelo:hespentthenightathotelParadiso

Dianne:perfectwearegoingthereafterourbrunch

Samkelo:howarewegoingtoaccesstheroom?

Dianne:aformerclassmateofmineisamanager

theresoitwon'tbeahustlewecanevenaccessthe

cctvfootage

Samkelo:(smiled)perfectwewillmakeourway

therethen

Theysmiledastheirdrinkscame.

AttheStation...



Leratoranintotheofficeasherphonerangbut

sighedseeingthenameonthescreen.Shesat

downandanswered...

Lerato:ma?

Pontsho:watlawaarabamehalayaakaphelletsong

(finallyyouansweredmycalls)

Lerato:imabusywomanmawhatdoyouwant

fromme?

Pontsho:keabonadiponetsaHautengdiho

ferekantsehlalohanyo.Obolelajwalolemotswadi

eahao?(Iseethecitylightshavegottentoyou.Is

thathowyouspeaktoyourmother)

Lerato:maijustsaidI'mbusythatmeansimat

worksaywhatyouwant

Pontsho:keatlamoonoHauteng.(Imcomingto

Gauteng)

Lerato:excuseme?



Pontsho:onkutlwilehantlengwanaka(youheard

mecorrectlymychild)

Lerato:whatareyoucomingherefor?What'swrong

withFreestate?Isyoursonanddaughterinlawnot

takingcareofyou?

Pontsho:a'cheeFreestateehantlengwanakaempa

kebatlahobonakwamoradiaakaadulanghona

felahle(Freestateisjustfineijustwanttosee

wheremydaughterresides)

Lerato:idon'thaveenoughspacewhydon'tyougo

staywithKennedyisn'the'sstayinginGautengas

well

Pontsho:nangwananaenwahankutlwe,mmanyeu

kitseketlahahao.Kennedyketlammonamohlang

kenyakangempakasenasebakaketlahahaoand

ketshepaosadulentlongtsenatsadisenkeyoooh

nahanangwanaPontshoaseadulamekhukhung

(didn'tyouhearme?Younggirlisaidimcomingto

yourhouse.IwillgotoKennedy'shousewheni

wantandihopeyouarenotstayinginacorrugated

ironsheethouse)



Lerato:wowmareally?Awholeofficerstayingin

suchahousecomeon

Pontsho:ketshepahaobolelannete(ihopeyouare

tellingthetruth)

Lerato:(sighed)whenareyouplanningtocome?

Pontsho:keseemetsetaxietlankisangmaane

mapalamelong(imwaitingforataxitotakemeto

thebusrank)

Lerato:what!?

Pontsho:shebamokerekileairtimeenakachelete

ngwanaakaesengkamohlaporautlwanaso7pm

aboonkemetsemaaneparkstation(lookibought

thisairtimewithmoneynoturinesobeatPark

stationby7pm)

Lerato:thisissounbelievable

Pontsho:byemygirl

ShesmiledhangingupwhileLeratosighedshaking

herhead...



Molao:knockknock,everythingok?

Lerato:myworstnightmareiscomingover

Molao:(chuckled)comeonihopeitsnotthatworse

Lerato:haveyoumetmymother?

Molao:(scoffed)okthenthat'stheworstmymother

isanogozoneeither

Lerato:what'swrongwithSothowomen?

Molao:youmeanyourselfincluded

Lerato:nonoimeanoldsothowomen

Molao:checkoutthosecasesforme

TheylaughedashewenttohisofficewhileLerato

sighedshakingherhead.Hesighedsittingdownas

Zozskiclearedhisthroatsittingup...

Molao:thankyouforcomingthrough

Zozski:notaproblemsir



Molao:ijustneedtoaskyouafewquestionsabout

yourfriendBulldozer

Zozski:(swallowedwithhisheartracing)oh

^

^

^

^

^
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Molao:don'tlooknervous

Zozski:(nervouslychuckled)noimnot

Molao:icantellitfromyourface

Zozski:butiswearimnotnervous.Whatabout

BulldozerDetec,imeancolonel?



Molao:howlonghaveyouknownhim?

Zozski:wehavebeentogethersincehighschool

Molao:(frowned)beentogether?

Zozski:imeanasfriends

Molao:ohiwasbeginningtoaskmyselfquestions.

Soyouknowhimmorethanheknowshimself

Zozski:yescolonel

Molao:whatkindofapersonishe?

Zozski:alotofpeopleareafraidofhimbecause

theythinkhe'sthisuptightdangerousgangster

whilehe'sthetotaloppositeofthat

Molao:ohisee.Ok.Soyouguyslookedforwork

together?

Zozski:yes

Molao:howlonghaveyoubeenworkingforLee

Truckingcompany?

Zozski:whenitwasstillJolaTrucking.It'sbeen

over27yearsnow



Molao:howoldareyounow?

Zozski:45

Molao:soyouhavebeenworkingtheresinceyou

were19?

Zozski:yescolonel.Westartedasjanitorsand

appliedfordriverspostsaftergettingourlicenses

Molao:ohisee.SodidyouguysknowMrDumisani

Jola?

Zozski:(clearedhisthroat)notreallywejustknew

himfromadistance

Molao:ohok.Let'sgobacktoyourfriendBulldozer.

Whereishefrom?

Zozski:hisfatherisZuluandhismotherisXhosa

Molao:doyouknowhisfamily?

Zozski:yes,hismother,cousinandaunt

Molao:whoarethey?

Zozski:HisauntisMrsThembekaMsomiandhis

cousinisMrsZaneleJola



Molao:isee.Haveyoumetanyonefromhisfather's

sideoffamily?

Zozski:nocolonel

Molao:why?

Zozski:hisfatherwasneveraroundeversincehe

wasakid

Molao:doeshehavesiblings?

Zozski:yesasisterwhoresidesinChina

Molao:isee.Sotellme,wherewereyouontheday

oftheaccident?

Zozski:whichaccidentcolonel?

Molao:theoneconcerningyourfriendandoneof

LeeTrucking'sshareholders

Zozski:ohthatone,welliwasatwork

Molao:(frowned)isthereanyotheraccident?

Zozski:nowhydoyousayso?

Molao:becauseyoujustsaid"ohthatone"which

comesacrossasiftherehasbeenotheraccidents



before

Zozski:noyouaremisinterpretingmecolonel

Molao:isee.Areyousureyouwereatwork?

Zozski:yescolonel

Molao:andnotdriving?

Zozski:yessir

Molao:ohokthen.Sotherelationshipbetweenyour

friendandhiscousinhowisit?

Zozski:youseethatrelationship,it'sthebest

cousinshipihaveevercomeacross.Thosetwoare

asthickasthievesmadamloveshimsomuch

Molao:(frowned)madam?

Zozski:(clearedhisthroat)icallwomenwhohold

morepowerthanmemadam

Molao:youonlycallyourfemalebossmadamor

yourteacherandZaneleJolaisnotateacher

Zozski:likeisaidthat'showiaddresswomenwho

holdmorepowerthani



Molao:oknoproblem

Zozski:yescolonel

Molao:yousaysheloveshimtoomuchandi

believehelovesherasmuch

Zozski:yes

Molao:toanextendthathewoulddoanythingshe

asks

Zozski:yes(clearedhisthroat)imeanaslongasits

inlinewithhisprinciplesandmorals

Molao:(squinthiseyes)areyouinsinuatingthat

MrsJolaiscapableofdoingsomethingthatis

morallywrong?

Zozski:nosir

Molao:but...youknowwhatlet'sleave.Thankyou

forcomingthroughZozski

Zozski:thepleasureisallminecolonel

HenoddedasZozskileftandsighedafterclosing

thedoor.MeanwhileintheofficeMolaojotted



somethingdownandplayedwithhispen...

Molao:theycallhermadamandsheiscapableof

doingimmoralthings

Hescoffedclosinghisnotepadandattendedto

otherthings.

InhotelParadiso...

DianneparkedhercarassheandSamkelowentin.

Thebrieflyspoketothereceptionistandwenttothe

manager'soffice...

Man:comein

Dianne:heyknucklehead

Man:(laughed)aftersomanyyearsyoustillcallme

that?(Theylaughed)D-I-AtothedoubleNN-Ebeen



aminutegoodlookingbitch

Dianne:stopbeingsillymaninolongercallmyself

that,anywayimwithmyfriendhere,Sammythisis

theguyitoldyouabout,Sammyismyadulthood

friendwemetinvarsity

Man:nicemeetingyouSammy,yousmelllike

money

Samkelo:(laughed)thankyou.Nicemeetingyou

toodear

Man:sowhatdididodeserveavisitfromsuch

esteemedguests

Dianne:youandexaggeratingthings,wearejust

normalpeople

Man:whichnormalpersoncarriesaChristianDior

bag?Comeonladiesandjustthewayyouare

dressedtellsmoreaboutyouraccountsnotto

mentionthewayyousmell.AreyouevenmarriedD?

Dianne:yeswhataboutyouithoughtyouwouldbe

livinglargeinDubaibynowwithyoursugardaddy

Man:(laughed)youknowmetoowell.Iguessit's



notyettime

Dianne:wearealmost50duh

Man:ohnohoneydon'tinvolvemeinyour

ridiculousyearsimstill30don'tilook30Sammy?

Samkelo:(laughed)youdefinitelydo

Dianne:anywayspeakingofmymarriagethere's

someonetryingitsoineedyourhelp

Man:whodaretrymesswithacolouredwoman?

Thatbitchmustbearealone

Dianne:ohplease.Wetrackedmyhusband'sphone

andwefoundoutthathewasherelastnight

Man:what'shisname?

Dianne:MandlaJele

Man:justasecondlove

Hewentthroughthecheckinsystembutfound

none...



Man:there'snoonebythatnameherebabesare

yousureyourtrackingdeviceisaccurate?

Dianne:yesweusedahightechsystem

Man:ormaybeheusedadifferentnamemostmen

whobringtheirsideshereusesfakenamesortheir

middlenames

Dianne:hedoesn'thaveamiddlenamesoiguess

heusedafakeone.Canyouaccessthecctv

footage?

Man:youareluckytheyjustdelivereditnow

Dianne:pleaseplayitmaybewewillseehim

Heplayeditforthemastheycarefullywatchedand

spottedhim...

Dianne:seeitoldyou,hecamehere

Theycarefullywatchedtoseewhowouldgointo

thatroombutnooneshowedonlyforhimtocome



outinafewsecondsandwentdowntheislewith

nothingshowing...

Dianne:waitwhyisnotshowingtheendofthisisle

Man:thecamerasoftheislewerenotworking

yesterdaybuttheyareworkingonthemaswe

speak

Dianne:that'sabummer

Theycontinuedtowatchonlyforhimtogobackto

hisroomthenextmorningandthencameout

leaving...

Dianne:sothat'sit?Wewillneverseethiswoman

Samkelo:waitsomeonejustwalkedpasthisroom

that's...(checkedthetime)anhourafterheleft,is

thiswhoithinkitis?(Shepausedthevideo)

Dianne:(squinthereyes)noSamkelomaybeshe

justdecidedtobookintoahotel



Man:whoisit?

Samkelo:myfriend'sdaughterhernameisMbali

Jolacheckonthesystem

Dianne:comeonSammywhywouldMandlasleep

withhisfriend'sdaughter?Agirlthatyoungeven?

Samkelo:youneverknowDiannethesethingsare

possible

Dianne:that'sjustdirtyandabsurdmanitcan'tbe

Mbali

Man:yesMbaliJolaisinthesystemandshe

bookedwaybeforehimbecauseMandlabooked

theroomafterworklookingatthecamerasinthe

receptionarea

Dianne:youseeSammyifitwashershewould

haveusedadifferentnameaswell

Samkelo:noDsomethingdoesn'tfeelrightithink

there'ssomethinggoingonhereandweneedtoget

tothebottomofit

Dianne:ijustfeellikeyouareexaggeratingmylove.

MandlaandBonganiareoldtimefriendshewould



neverdosuchathing.HetakesBongani'skidsas

hisownmanimeanheusedtochangeherdiapers

andevenbabysitherwhentheytravelled

Samkelo:ihearallthatbutistillsaywemighthave

foundthepersonwearelookingfor

Dianne:noSammy,pleasebeonthelookoutokif

youseehimwithawomanherecallmerightaway

Man:idefinitelywilldarling

Dianne:good.ComeSammy,bye

Man:byehoneyonceyoufindthisbitchcallmeso

thatweteachherafewlessons

Dianne:focusonbeingagoodmanager

TheylaughedleavingwhileSamkeloquietlygotin

thecar...

Dianne:comeonSammygetitoutofyourmind

there'snohowMandlawouldcheatonmewitha

girlyoungenoughtobeourdaughter



Samkelo:ifyousaysoD

Dianne:yes.Don'tworrywewillfindherok

Samkelo:mhemandhopeitsnotMbaliJola

Dianne:(laughed)ikeepforgettinghowyoucanget

sometimes.Letitgolovetheyjusthappenedtobe

inthesamehotelonthesameday

Samkelo:but...(sighed)youknowwhatlet'sdropit

Dianne:thankyou

ShesmiledshakingherheadwhileSamkeloplayed

somemusic.

THATAFTERNOON

InThembisa...

Xabawenttothelocalfoodoutletandordereda

drinkwaitingforZinoashisphonerang.Thinkingit



washercallinghesmiledtakingouthisphoneonly

forhissmiletodisappearseeinghisbabymama's

numberonthescreen...

Xaba:ithoughti...

Lady:shebamontatehakenatabalebo'ithought'

bahaoreautlwana?Keitsehowenaketlamme

hoyamosebetsingkajekootlehonkasefatana

senasahao(lookhereidon'tcareaboutyour

thoughtsdoyouunderstand?Itoldyouthatihadto

gotoworktodayandyoushouldcomegetthispig

ofyours)

Xaba:don'tcallmychildnamesplease.Itoldyou

thatimsharingwhydidn'tyouleavehimwithyour

mother?

Lady:heebasothobantswetseXabaonkutlwisang

mara?Keitsengwanaenawahaohanyakehosala

leopentlehakalewenaandhoxalanengosatsebe

horemmewakawakula?(Zinowavedandsat

down)(whatareyousaying?Itoldyouthatthis

childofyoursdoesn'twantanyonebesidesyouand



iandagainsincewhendon'tyouknowthatmy

motherissick)

Xaba:lookiwillcomegetmysonwheniknockoff

soyoucandowhateveryouwantmetodo.Bye(he

hungup)

Lady:otleka...heebathonaasefelekwanesenase

ntimelamohalatsebeng?(Bring...didthiscrazyman

justhanguponme)

Xaba:hi,pleaseforgivemeforthatyoumustthinki

liveacrazylife

Zino:iseverythingok?

Xaba:itsjustacrazybabymama.Shefoundajob

andwantsmetotakeinourchild

Zino:aretherenopeoplewhocanlookafterhim?

Xaba:hermotherandsisteraretherebutshe

claimsmysonwantsnoneofthem.Iknowshe's

lyingaboutthisjob.Shehasprobablyfoundaman

anddoesn'twanthimtoknowshehasachild

Zino:whatkindofamotheristhat

Xaba:iknowright.Soiwilljustgogetmysonafter



workidon'twantasothowomanscreamingdown

myneck.Eventhoughidon'tknowwhowillbe

stayingwithhimwhileimatwork(stressfully

sighed)

Zino:howoldishe?

Xaba:3

Zino:iownadaycarecentreyoucanhavehim

registeredthere

Xaba:mybudgetiskindoftightatthemomentand

ihavetofixyourphonewhichlooksexpensive

Zino:don'tworryaboutitigotitfixedalreadyitwas

justtogetridofthescratch

Xaba:areyousureitsok?

Zino:yeahandforthechildyoucanjustregister

himyouwillpayonceyouarefinancialystable

Xaba:noidon'twanttoseemlikeimexploitingyou

Zino:(laughed)comeonMthembuitlookslikeyour

sonislivinginatoxicenvironmentandthat'snot

goodforhim.Thisiswhyourchildrenturninto

criminalsit'sbecauseoftheenvironmenttheygrew



upin

Xaba:thankyousomuch.Ioweyou

Zino:(smiled)itsok.Wherearethewaitersim

farmished

Xabalookedaroundandcalledone...

Waiter:goodday,whatcanigetyou?

Zino:what'sonyourspecialtoday?

Waiter:pap,ourfamoussalsaandchickennecks

Zino:perfectgetmethat

Waiter:ohokandyousir?

Xaba:thesameplease

Zino:areyoustillonduty?

Xaba:yep

Zino:okgetusavirgincocktailsiwasplanningto

getyoualittledrunk(theylaughedasthewaiter

wenttothekitchen)



Xaba:chickennecks?

Zino:igrewupinsowetoMthembu

Xaba:ohnowigetit.Youcantakemeoutofthe

ghettobut...

Both:youcan'ttaketheghettooutofme

TheylaughedasZinosmiledlookingatXabawho

tookasipfromhisjuice.

AttheJele's...

Mandlaslammedthefrontdoorandthrewthecar

keysonthetable...

Mandla:Dianne!

Dianne:imintheloungeMandlathere'snoneedto

shoutlikethat

Mandla:tellme,whydidyougotomyhotelandask



whatyouasked?

Dianne:ithoughtwespokeaboutthisearlierwhy

areyoubringingitupagain?

Mandla:andthisthingofalwaysrunningto

Sbusiso'swifewheredoyougetit?Whycan'tyou

beyourownwomanandfaceyourproblemsalone?

Dianne:imnotacowardlikeyouMandla

Mandla:excuseme?

Dianne:youheardmeMandlajustbecauseifind

somethingwrongwithmyspouseidon'trun

betweenintoanotherman'sthighs

Mandla:youbetterwatchyourtongue

Dianne:orwhat?You'regoingtobeatmenow?

Comeon,goaheadlet'sseeifitwillhelpyourealise

howmuchofanidiotyouare.Doyouthinkimgoing

toletthismarriagegolikethat?(Scoffed)youhave

anotherthingcomingandifihavetofighttodeath

that'swhatiwilldobutiknowitsurewon'tbeme

lyinginthatcasket

Mandla:youarecrazyanddilutionalidon'tknow



whatisawinyou

Dianne:youlovemethat'sthetruthandyouknowit.

Youcheatingisjustyoubeinganidiotbutitsokits

justaphaseitwillpassbutasforDianneJele,she's

notgoinganywhereyouaregoingtocomeback

andfindherhere

Mandla:youaresick!Youknowthat?Youaresick

Dianneandimdonewiththisshit

Hesaidgoingupandstartedpackinghisthings...

Dianne:yesimsickMandlait'stheloveihavefor

youthatmakesmethissick.Wheredoyouthink

youaregoing?

Mandla:imleavingyoucrazywoman!

Dianne:noyouarenot

Mandla:watchme

Shequietlyfoldedherarmsstandingbythedoor



whilehepackedtalkingtohimself...

Mandla:moveoutoftheway

Dianne:noimgoingto

Mandla:Dianneisaidmoveoutofmyfuckingway!

Hesaidpushingherasshestaggeredbackwhilehe

clickedhistongueandpulledhisbags...

Mandla:youbettersignthosedivorcepaperswhen

theycomeorelsewearegoingtohaveaproblem

Dianne:likehellweare!

Shesaidrunningafterhimandpushedhimdown

thestairsasherolleddownandlandedonhisface

whileshefoldedherarmslookingathim...

Dianne:ifI'mnotgoingtohaveyouthenshe'snot



goingtohaveyoueither

Sheclickedhertonguegoingdownandpulledhis

bagsbackup.Shethentookhisarmsandpulled

himintotheloungeandlaidhimonthecouchthen

attendedtothebloodonthefloor.

InZasamVille...

BonganiknockedasZanelewipedhermouth

welcominghimin...

Zanele:awwhoneywhatalovelysurprise

Bongani:hi

Zanele:(frowned)areyouok?

Bongani:howwillibeokwhenibumpedintomy

daughterinthemallandshegavemeacold

shoulder?



Zanele:she'smydaughteraswellrememberthat

Bongani:really?

Zanele:youjustdidn'tBongani

Bongani:ourdaughterhatesusZaneleandyoucan

sithereandstuffyourfacewithfood

Zanele:youknowidon'tappreciateitwhenyoutalk

tomelikethat

Bongani:yetyoucantalktomehoweveryouwant

andevenaccusemeofcheating

Zanele:Bonganiwhatdoyouexpectmetothink

onceiseemakeuponyourshirtknowingididn't

seeyouonthatday?

Bongani:imnothereforthatimherebecauseofour

daughter,weneedtogetherbackhome

Zanele:doesshewanttocomebackhome?

Bongani:whatdoyouthink?

Zanele:thenletherbe.Shewillcomeback

Bongani:(scoffed)keeptellingyourselfthat



Zanele:whatdoyoumean?

Bongani:ibumpedintoherdoingbedroom

shopping

Zanele:excuseme?

Bongani:andsheevenhasanewcar

Zanele:what?

Bongani:sheblatantlytoldmethatthefatherofher

childistakingcareofher,boughtherahouse,acar

andispayinghertuition

Zanele:areseriousrightnow?SoMbaliisgoingto

throwherselfintoablesser'sarms?

Bongani:doyoublameherZanele?Afterfailingto

beamothertoher,youaregoingtoblameher?

Zanele:youarebeingunfairBongani

Bongani:unfairZanele?Youkickedourdaughter

outofherownhomewhatdoyouexpecthertodo?

Shehastoliveaswell!

Zanele:keepyourvoicedown

Bongani:why?Becauseyoudon'twantyour



worshiperstohearhowyouarefailingtokeepyour

familytogether?

Zanele:Bonganino

Bongani:yesZanele,youhadtobeamother!

Zanele:(hitthedesk)flipBonganiwhycouldn'tyou

beafathertohertoohuh!?

Bongani:ihavealwaysbeenthereforMbaliwhile

youwerebusyrunningaroundsavingyourspoilt

son'sassallthetime!

Zanele:don'tyoudaretalkaboutKumkanilikethat.

He'saboyhe'sboundtogetintotrouble!

Bongani:that'sjustandexcuseforyoutobabyhim

andyouknowit!

Zanele:goshBonganiwhatdoyoupeoplewantme

todo!?Doyouwantmetobleedtoshowyouguys

thaticareandloveMbali?Iwasonlyteachingher

responsibility!

Bongani:wheredidthatteachinglandher?Inthe

armsofablesser!Allyoudidwasforceour

daughtertobesomeoneshe'snotandthat'swhat



youarecapableofdoingZaneleyoualwayswant

thingstogoyourwayorthehighway.Shewasright

you'recontrolling!

Zanele:Bonganicanyoupleasestopthis!

Bongani:iwon'tstopuntilyourealisehowwrong

youare!Youareunfaironthesekids!

Zanele:sosayssomeonewhoalwaysjumpsatthe

firstchanceofseeingKumkaniasabadchild

Bongani:that'sbeforeheturnedanewleafZanele.I

treatmychildrenthesameandasforyou,idon't

knowwhattosay

Zanele:(sighed)okBonganiwhatdoyouwantme

todo?

Bongani:makesureourdaughtercomesback

homeandshouldshegetintotroubleiwillnever

forgiveyou

Zanele:what!?

Bongani:youheardme.Don'tpokeasideofmeyou

wouldneverlove.Whenitcomestomychildreni

don'tthinktwiceicanleaveyourightonthespot



HeclickedhistongueleavingasZanelefrozewith

hermouthhangingwideopen.Heslammedthe

doorassheclosedhereyesandswallowedsitting

down...

Zanele:thisisnothappening.AlliwantisforMbali

to...(sighed)youknowwhatfuckthis

Sheclickedhertongueandpackedherthings

leaving.

Atthehospital...

MolaowhistledmakinghiswayinsideZulu'sroom

ashesmiledbythewindow...

Molao:ohourpatientisoutofbednow



Zulu:yepandreadytogohome

Molao:icansee.Ithinkihavealead.It'snotthat

clearbuttosomeonewho'ssmarttheywouldgetit

Zulu:ialsomadesomeprogressonmysidethough

wehitadeadend

Molao:whathappened?

Zulu:iaskedNombulelotogothroughLee's

accountsandshediscoveredthatshe'sintheUK

Molao:whichtakesusbacktotheZanelewewere

tryingtocrossout

Zulu:yeahbutistillsaythere'snoZaneleintheUK

Zaneleissmartandknowspeoplewhoaregoodat

workingaroundsystemssotheydefinitelydid

something

Molao:youreallybelievethiswomanisbehindall

thisneh?

Zulu:withmyallcolonel.Myguthasneverliedto

me

Molao:wellapartofmebelievesthistoobecausei

satdownwithoneofthedriversfromthetrucking



companyandhereferredtoZaneleasmadamso

questioniswhywouldhereferhertoassuch

Zulu:unlessheworksforher

Molao:exactlybuthesaidheaddresseswomen

whoholdmorepowerlikethat

Zulu:that'sjustatrickanswer

Molao:iknowandhealsowentontosayBulldozer

woulddo"anything"forhiscousinbeingZanele

Jolabutthenclearedhisthroatandsaidaslongas

itismorallygood

Zulu:soheinsinuatedthatZaneleiscapableof

immorality?

Molao:exactly

Zulu:youseewhyiwillneverbelieveanyonewho

triestopersuadethatthiswomanisascleanasshe

comes

Molao:yetweneedtoleaveroomfor

disappointment.SeenowLee'saccountscheckout?

Zulu:yeahbutwehaveanotherplan



Molao:ok?

Zulu:wearegoingtoholdanonlinemeeting

tomorrowafternoonwithNombuleloinZanele's

presencetoseeifZanelewillanswer,ifshedoesn't

answerthenwewillknowshe'sthewomanweare

lookingfor

Molao:that'sagreatideaiwillbewaitingonan

updatethen.Iwillsussherupafterthat

Zulu:ohoknoproblemjustmakesureyoudon't

giveawaytoomuchwhenyoudoso.

Molao:igotthis

Zulu:itrustyou

Theysmiledatoneanotherandcontinuedtocatch

upashesharedhislunchwithhim.

Inhercar...

ZaneledecidedtocallNomayezawhosmiled



answering...

Nomayeza:mybaby

Zanele:himama,howareyouaredoing?

Nomayeza:imgoodandyourself?

Zanele:imgoodma.Whereareyou?

Nomayeza:imhome

Zanele:ohokiwantedtosay,youweretellingme

whereMrZuluisadmittedtheotherdaybutwegot

disruptedbyLelo'sincident

Nomayeza:ohyeah.He'sinaprivatehospitalin

VornaValley

Zanele:ohniceitsagoodhospitalhewilldefinitely

getthebesttreatment

Nomayeza:yeshe'sbeingreleasedtomorrowihave

togethimbutialsohaveerrandstorun.Lelocould

begettinghimbutshe'sworkingnow

Zanele:ohisee,howaboutigethimforyou?



Nomayeza:nomybabyyouareabusywoman

Zanele:iactuallyhavealotoftimeinmyhands

now.Gettinghimfromthehospitalwon'ttakethat

long

Nomayeza:hewillneedsomeonetolookafterhim

untilicomeback

Zanele:welltheniwillgowithhimtomyhouseyou

willcomecollecthimwhenyouaredone

Nomayeza:ohokmylovethanksomuchyouarea

lifesaver

Zanele:it'snotaproblemma,wearefamilyafterall

Nomayeza:mysonreallymarriedwell

Zanele:yesma.Letmegetgoing

Nomayeza:okmygirlbye

Zanele:byema(theyhungupasshesmiled)and

hereyouwerethinkingyouwouldhideforeverZulu

Shechuckledchanginggearsandcarefully

switchedlanes.



AttheDlomo's...

Sbudownedhisjuiceandpickedhisteethtaking

hiscarkeysandphone...

Sbu:imgoingbacktotheofficemylove

Samkelo:(wipedherhands)oklovewhatwouldyou

lovefordinner?

Sbu:let'sgooutrather.Findagoodrestaurantand

letmeknow

Samkelo:(smiled)spoilingmeisee

Sbu:(chuckled)youdeserveithoney

Samkelo:thankyoubabe.Ithinkweshouldtry

LKG'shotel

Sbu:ohoknoproblem.Somewomenareluckyto

getawholehotelfromyourhusband

Samkelo:iknowright.IwishDiannewasaslucky.



Myfriendisgoingthroughalotyouknow

Sbu:iknowshameispoketoMandlaearlierandhe

literallytoldmetogotohellandendedour

friendship.Thatguydoesn'tcare

Samkelo:butimnotgoingtoletDianneallowthat

Sbu:iknowshe'syourfriendlovebutwehaveour

ownproblemstofocuson

Samkelo:iknowlovebutican'twatchmyfrienddie

aslowdeathlikethis

Sbu:okbutbecarefulanddonotneglectyourself

ok

Samkelo:yesbabe.Speakingofwhich,howisit

goingattheJolahousehold?

Sbu:ahBonganitellsmehehadafalloutwithhis

wifebecauseofMbali,hethinksshehasablesser

andthisblesseristheonethatimpregnatedher.He

saysheboughtherahouse,carandisevenpaying

forhertuition.(Checkedthetime)letmegetgoing

beforeigetstuckintheafterlunchtrafficseeyou

laterok



Samkelo:okbabe(kissedhim)iloveyou

Sbu:iloveyoumorehoney

Hewinkedatherandsmiledleavingwhileshe

slowlysatdowndeepinthoughts...

Samkelo:ablesserwhoboughthersuchthings

(scoffed)nopleaseLordletitnotbewhatim

thinking

Shegroanedtakingtheclothandwenttothe

kitchentowashthelunchdishes.

InJola'sI-tech...

ValentineopenedBongani'scarandreachedinthe

pocketofhertrousertakingoutacondom.She

openeditandthrewthecorneroftheopeningon

thebackseatmatandtookoutawhitecream



sachetemptyingitinthecondom.Shetookatissue

andwrappedthecondomputtingitinthepouchof

thedriver'sbackrest.Shesmiledtakingthefiles

shewassenttogetandheadedbacktotheoffice.

THATEVENING

^

^

^

^

^
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AtLerato'shouse...

Shegotoffthecarandopenedthegatewhileher



motherscoffedshakingherhead.Shegotback

insidethecaranddroveinheryard...

Pontsho:otlohojwetsabokgatsadiahoengha

ditsotsitsamonadikakgannakoloienakeleka

hare?(Whatwillyousaytoyoursiblingsifthugs

driveawaywithme)

Lerato:comeonmaitwasamatterofseconds

Pontsho:he-ehLeratongwanaPontshootlamehile

gotobesaremoteseloseitsamaisejwaleka

sebokolodiesenghofolohaopalamakoloingman

(mychildshouldopenhergatewitharemotenotto

getonandoffacar)

Lerato:youareinThembisamathisisnotwaterfall

Pontsho:Leratootlamehilehoboodulantlongtsa

boHarrietKhozamaanekenengosebetsamara?

(Youshouldbestayinginbighouses.Howlong

haveyoubeenworking)

Lerato:don'ttellmeabouttvthingspleaseand

againimapoliceofficerimnotadrugdealer



Pontsho:lehonaokenyetulotsenchamonantho

enayahaoebaballamanhaiman(youshould

changeyourcarseatstheyareuncomfortable)

Lerato:doyoueverstopcomplainingthough?Let's

goin

Shehelpedherwithherbagsandleadthewayin

thehouse...

Lerato:welcometomyhouse

PontshoburstintoaloudlaughwhileLerato

frownedconfused...

Lerato:andthen?

Pontsho:a'cheekannetemokealorangwanaaka

keengnthoena?(Imustbedreamingwhatisthis)

(shesaidpointingathercouch)

Lerato:it'sanL-couchma



Pontsho:yonanthoeonetsenghakana?AiLerato

monakemohlolostruu,ntsipengwanakantsipeke

besurehorehakelore(thisoldthing?NoLerato

thisisnoton,pinchmetobesurethatimnot

dreaming)

Lerato:stopitmathiscouchisjustfinewhyareyou

beingsojudgemental?

Pontsho:hahonakajudgementkesuretulotsaha

Kennedyketseerengonnahotsonaabodibula

nthoyamaotookilewabona(imnotjudgingyou,

imsureKennedy'scoucheshavealegrest)

Lerato:whydon'tyougotohishouseifyouare

goingtobelikethat?

Pontsho:aisokaman

Lerato:andhowlongareyouplanningtostayhere?

Yourbagsarealot

Pontsho:(smiled)forgood

Lerato:what!?

Pontsho:youheardmemygirl.Nowwhat'scooking

imhungry



Lerato:imadepapandfish

Pontsho:eng?

Lerato:onkutlwilehantlemama.Yourfoodisinthe

microwavehelpyourselfimgoingtogetyourroom

ready

Pontsho:Leratoketlohelesnoekfishmaane

FreestateketlehosejalemoHauteng?A'chee

Leratosenketsejwalohle(ilefttinnedfishedin

FreestateonlytocomeandeatitinGauteng)

Lerato:it'seitherthatorcerealma.That'swhatieat

onThursdays

Pontsho:haohanehobasekupujwalo(nowonder

youarethatfat)

ShesaidgoingtothekitchenwhileLeratofrowned

inthebedroomandcheckedherselfouttoseethe

fathermotherwastalkingaboutbutallshesaw

wasacurvaceouswoman...

Lerato:ihonestlydidnotsignupforthis



Shesaidchangingthelinen.

AttheJele's...

Diannecheckedonhersonandhewasstillbusy

withhishomework.Shekissedhisforeheadand

wenttoherbedroomwhereshefoundMandla

slowlyopeninghiseyes...

Dianne:(smiled)wakeywakeybaby

Mandla:what'sgoingon(flinched)myheadhurts

Dianne:iknowloveimthecauseofallthat

Mandla:(frowned)what?

Dianne:iwantedyoutofeelhowpainfulitsgoingto

beifyoudareleaveus

Mandla:youareacrazywomanhonestly



Hetriedtomoveonlytorealisethathishandsare

tiedtothebed...

Mandla:Dianneuntieme

Dianne:wheredoyouwanttogobaby?Youare

homethisiswhereyoubelongmylovenotinthe

streetswithsomecheapbitches

Mandla:Diannestopwhatyouaredoing,areyou

crazy?

Dianne:crazyforyoumylove

Mandla:youknowthisisanoffenceright?

Dianne:oh?Shouldwecallthepolice?Willyoutell

themyouhavebeenmessingaroundbehindmy

back(chuckled)iguessnot

Mandla:Diannetakeoffthese...

Dianne:ssshbabyoursonisdoinghishomework

youdon'twanttodisrupthimnowdoyou?

Mandla:whatkindofsickgameareyouplayingat?

Dianne:sothisisgametoyou?Nohoneythisisa



womanlookingoutforherownmarriage

Mandla:whatdoyouexpectfromthis?Wetheryou

keepmehereforthelongesttimeimgoingtoleave

you

Dianne:alliwantfromyouistolovemelikeyouare

supposedto

Mandla:thatwillneverhappenDiannegiveitup

already.ThesearethethingsSamkeloisputting

youuptoright?

Dianne:ohnolovesheknowsnothingaboutwhat's

goingonnow.Speakingofher,haveyouseenhow

hermanlooksatherthough?Itslovewrittenall

overhiseyesican'tunderstandwhyyoucan'tdo

thesame

Mandla:becauseidon'tloveyouDianne

Dianne:thenwhydidyoumarrymehuh?Whydid

yougivemeachild?

Mandla:youwerethebestthingatthattimeand

againSbusisoandBonganiwerepressurisingme

Dianne



Dianne:noyouwereoldenoughtonotletfriends

putpressureonyouhoney.Youlovemeit'sjust

thatthelittlebitchyouarerunningbehindistheone

distractingyoufromseeingit

Mandla:(sighed)Dianneletmego

Dianne:doyoulovemeMandla?

Mandla:no

Dianne:thenimnotlettingyougountilyouknow

howtolovemeagain

Shesaidopeningthesidedrawerandtookoutan

injection...

Mandla:(swallowed)Diannewhat'sthat?

Dianne:wehavehadenoughchatsforthedayit's

timetogobacktosleep

Mandla:Dianneareyoudruggingme,Diannedon't

dothatpleaseDianne...



Shecoveredhismouthandinjectedhimwitha

smileonherface...

Mandla:(feelingdrowsy)Dianneyouareevil,

you...youare...you...

Hedozedoffbeforehecouldfinishwhathewas

sayingwhileDiannechuckledputtingtheinjection

backinthedrawer...

Dianne:ifyouthinkyouhaveseencrazythenyou

haven'tmetyourwifebabe(kissedhisforehead)

haveagoodnightmylove

Sheleftaredlipmarkonhimanduntiedhimthen

puthimunderthesheetsandwenttocheckupon

theirson...

Alex:imdonema



Dianne:goodboylet'sgohavedinnernow

Alex:where'sdad?

Dianne:he'ssleepingmyboyhe'ssotired

Alex:ohokistillneedtoaskhimwhyhemissedmy

footballgame

Dianne:youwillaskhimtomorrowok

Alex:okma

Heputhisbooksawayastheywentdowntohave

dinner.

AtMbali'shouse...

Theycameoutoftheguestbedroomwithglasses

ofcocktailsintheirhandssmiling...

Mbali:soyeahthisisthehouselove

Valentine:ineedtovisityourmatwetwegirlitsonly



afewgirlswhocangetamantobuythemanew

house,carandpayforawholeyearofschool.

Honeyyoubetterplugme

Mbali:(laughed)comeon.It'sjustthathelovesme

Valentine:andtothinkthatallthosethingsarein

yournames?Yohgirlyouhavehitthejackpotibet

youaredoingwondersbetweenthosesheets(they

laughed)

Mbali:likeisaidweloveoneanother

Valentine:ishemarried?

Mbali:yep

Valentine:ahbummertheyalwaysgobacktotheir

wives

Mbali:notthisoneloveheactuallywenttheretoput

thefinalnailtotheirmarriagecoffin

Valentine:youtellingmehe'swiththewifenow?

Mbali:yep

Valentine:whatifshelureshimbackin?

Mbali:wecanbetshehasnothingonme



Valentine:that'smygirlandagainthehouseand

carsareinyournames

Mbali:andimcarryinghisson.Yaziwassoscared

whenheaskedmeaboutthepregnancy,ithought

hewasgoingtoaskmetoabortanddumpmebut

funnyenoughhewasmadwhyididn'ttellhim

soonerandeventoldmehewantstobuildahome

withme

Valentine:wedon'tgetthatfromblessersboowhat

kindisyours?

Mbali:differenceishe'snotablesserhelovesme

(thegatebellrang)thatmustbethepizza

Valentine:oktakecareofitiwillfixusanother

roundofcocktails

TheysmiledasMbaliattendedtothefoodwhileshe

lookedaroundwithherlipscurved...

Valentine:onedayitwillbemespendingher

father'smoney



Shesaidpouringfreshglassesofcocktailsas

Mbalicamebackinthehouse...

Mbali:foodisheregirl

Valentine:andiwasstarving

Mbali:didyoubringanovernightbag?Becauseyou

arenotgoinganywhere

Valentine:(laughed)it'sinthecar

Mbali:good.Youarenotbadcompanyyouknow

andithinkilikeyou

Valentine:cheerstothathoney,whatshouldwe

watch?

Mbali:justputonarealityshow(theyduginthe

pizza)

Valentine:sohowdidhefindoutaboutthe

pregnancy?

Mbali:(sighed)mydadtoldhim



Valentine:(frowned)heknowsyourdad?

Mbali:(clearedherthroat)kinda

Valentine:ohisee

Mbali:yeahbutihopeyoudon'tsayathingtohim

Valentine:imnotthatkindofgirlbabes.Imallfor

girlcodeinfactpinkieswear?

Mbali:(smiled)goodbutibumpedintomydad

earlierandwentoffathimnowikindoffeelbad

Valentine:thatmanisawonderfulpersonandican

tellhecaresaboutyou

Mbali:yeahhedoeshehasalwaysbeentherefor

mejustthatsnakewifeofhisworkedhardtopush

himawayfromme

Valentine:comeonMbalsshe'snotthatbad

Mbali:hellowearetalkingaboutsomeonewho

gaveyouanattitudewhiledadwastryingtobenice

Valentine:(scoffed)yeahyouarerightshe'skinda...

Mbali:notkindabutshe'sevil



Valentine:whywouldyourdadmarrysomeonelike

herthough?

Mbali:iguessitsbecauseoppositesattract

Valentine:(laughed)yeahright.Ithinkyourdad

deservessomeonechilledandnotoutthereyou

know

Mbali:ithinkheneedssomeoneyoungeryouknow

togivehimthatthingyouknowthatvibeplusi

wouldn'tmindayoungerstepmotherifeelwe

wouldgetalongjustfineasforZaneleimdone

Valentine:(smiled)isee

Mbali:waitwhydon'tyougiveZanelearunforher

money?

Valentine:noMbalsareyoucrazy?Imjustherefor

workandiwillbeleavingthehousesoon

Mbali:comeonZaneleneedssomeonewhowill

remindherthatshe'snotallthat

Valentine:idon'twanttobelabelledamansnatcher

Mbali:don'ttellmeyouhaveneverthoughtaboutit



Valentine:noihaveneverMbali,MrJolaisnothing

butabosstome

Mbali:youshouldthinkaboutityouhavemeinyour

corneriwillevengiveyoutipsonhowtowinhim

afterallagirlchildknowstheirfatherbetteryou

knowletmegetasauceinthekitchenthispizzais

nothotenough

Shelaughedgoingtothekitchenalmosttripping

whileValentinesmiledinthoughtsanddownedher

cocktail...

Valentine:bringthatbottleofcocktaillovewefinna

getdrunktonight

Mbali:yaaaasgirl!

TheyburstintoaloudlaughasValentinechanged

toamusicchannel.



AtMasilela'shouse...

Aknockcamethroughashelickhisfingerand

wenttoansweronlytolockeyeswithMolao...

Masilela:whatdoyouwantinmyhousethislate?

Molao:ihavecometotellyouthatyouareordered

tovacatethehousebytomorrow

Masilela:wheredoyouguysexpectmetostay?

Molao:amanyourageshouldhaveahouseofhis

ownbynow.Whatdoyoudowithyoursalaryspend

itongirls?

Masilela:youcametosaywhatyouwantedtosay

nowleave

HesaidclosingthedoorbutMolaoblockeditwith

hisfoot...



Masilela:getyourfootoutofmydoorwayMolao

Molao:doyouseewhatbeingsomeone'spuppet

leadsto?

Masilela:Molaoimnotgoingtoaskyouagain

Molao:allyouhavetodoiscomecleanaboutwho

sentyouthenwewillpartways.Youneverknow

maybeyoucangetyourjobback

Masilela:youcantakethatjobandshoveitwhere

thesundoesnotshinedoyouunderstandimnot

workingforanyone

Molao:thenwhatwereyoudoingwiththereportfile?

Masilela:soyouaregoingtointerrogatemeinmy

doorway?(Scoffed)leave

Hekickedhisfootoffandslammedthedooronhis

face...

Molao:alliwasdoingwastrytohelp

Masilela:takeyourhelpandboardabustothe



nearesthellwithit

MolaoshookhisheadandleftwhileMasilela

sighedcallingZanelewhocuthiscalls.

AttheJola's...

Kumkani:areyounotgoingtoansweryourphone

mom?

Zanele:whattimeisit?

Kumkani:iwasjustaskingididn'tsaybitemyhead

off(sheeyedhimasheclearedhisthroatlookingin

hisplate)thetableissoempty

Zanele:whoelseshouldbehere?

Kumkani:Valentine

Zanele:excuseme?

Kumkani:she'sourvisitormomandimissmakhulu

Zanele:yourgrandmotherisatherhouseyoucan



visitheranytimeyouwant

Kumkani:whydidsheleavewithoutsaying

anythingtous?

Zanele:that'snoneofyourconcern

Bongani:nobehonesttoyourchildshesawright

throughyou

Kumkani:huh?

Zanele:reallyBongani?Whatdidwesayabout

bringingourmatterstothediningtable?

Bongani:noZanelebehonestforonceinyourlife

Kumkani:haibo

Bongani:yourmotherkickedyoursisteroutofthe

housebecauseyoursisterdecidedtonotbeforced

tobesomeoneshe'snot.Insteadofyourmother

becomingamothertoherowndaughtershechose

tokickheroutandusehersituationtoherown

advantage.Yourmotherwentontolietomeand

sayMbalidecidedtoleavewhilesheknewsheis

theonewhothrewherouttothewolves.Nowyour

sisterhasherlifedependentonablesserthesame



blesserwhogotherpregnant.Zanelewhatmoreare

youcapableof?

Zanele:(swallowed)youknowwhatidon'thave

timeforthisimgoingtobed

Bongani:noZaneleyouaregoingtositdownand

tellyoursonwhatyoudidandihopehesees

throughyou

Zanele:Bonganiletgoofme

Bongani:Zanelesitdown

Zanele:Bonganiletgoofme

Bongani:Zaneleisaidtellthisboythetruth

Zanele:Bonganiisaidletgoofme!

Shepulledherselffromhimandclickedhertongue

goingupasBonganiclickedhistoofollowingher.

Kumkanislowlychewedwithhiseyeswidened

lookingatthem.Zaneleslammedthedooras

Bonganipushedit...



Bongani:whatthehelldoyouthinkyouaredoing?

Zanele:noBonganiyouareunfair(burstintotears)i

havebeennothingbutgoodtothisfamilybutall

youguysseefrommeisnothingbutadarkhearted

woman.Ievenwentoutofmywaytohelpyour

familytofindthetruthaboutyourownfatherwho

leftyoufornothing!Yoursisterhatedmebutistill

stayedwhy!?BecauseiloveyouBongani!Iloveyou

andourchildren!

Bongani:thisisnotaboutyouZanelethisisabout

ourdaughterandherlife!Whatisitthatyoudon't

getaboutthat!?

Zanele:iwanthertobeherownwomanyesbuti

wanthertobestrongdammitBongani!

Bongani:noZaneleyouwanthertobeanother

versionofyou!

Zanele:excuseme!?Mbaliwillneverbehalfofthe

womaniamsodon'tyoudaredisrespectmelike

that

Bongani:youseewhatimtalkingabout!?Youare

thisselfishandselfcentredwomanandifyouare



notcarefulitsgoingtochaseeveryoneyoucare

aboutaway!

Zanele:wellmaybeiwasdestinedtobealone!

Maybeyoualldon'tdeserveme!

Bongani:wowZanelereally?

Zanele:(sniffedwipinghertears)whatdoyouwant

metodoBonganiwhatdoyouwantmetodowhile

everyoneisjudgingmefortryingtobuildmyown

child

Bongani:(sighed)idon'tthinkiwanttoshareabed

withyou

Zanele:what?

Bongani:untilmychildisbackhomeimnotgoing

toshareabedwithyou

Zanele:Bonganidon'tdothis

Bongani:imeanit

Hesaidtakinghispillowandfleecegoing...



Zanele:Bonganicomebackhere,Bong...

Heslammedthedoorassheclosedhereyes

startledandcurvedherlipsburstingintotears.

Kumkanislowlyopenedthedoorandfoundheron

herkneescrying...

Kumkani:momi...

Zanele:getout!GetthehelloutKumkani!

Shethrewapillowathimasheranoutandclosed

thedoorandsighedgoingtothesparebedroomhis

fatherwasin...

Bongani:idon'thavetheenergyKumkani

Kumkani:soyouaregoingtoletyourwifehurtlike

that?

Bongani:shemadeherbedsosheshouldlieonit



Kumkani:aftereverythingshehasdoneforthis

familythisisthethanksshegets?Wowdadso

muchforbeinganexemplaryhusband

HeleftandslammedthedoorwhileBongani

frownedlookingathimandscoffedshakinghis

head.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

Zinoopenedthemainbedroomdoorandfound

Zaneleinthebalconywithsmokecoveringthe

wholearea.Inherwhitesilkrobesheputherfeeton

thetableandsippedhercoffeeasZinoopenedthe

slidingdoorandclosedit...

Zino:yousmokingmeanssomethingisreally

botheringyou

Zanele:heysis



Zino:hiwhat'sup?

Zanele:imiabadpersonZino?

Zino:noitsjustpeopletendtorubyouoffthe

wrongwayandyouareleftwithnochoicebutto

lookoutforyourself

Zanele:thenwhyisBonganiblamingmeforthe

kindoflifeMbalichose?

Zino:Kumkanijustfilledmeupthat'swhyidecided

tocomeuphere

Zanele:yourbrotherinlawsleptinaguestbedroom

Zino,inour20yearsofmarriageneverhavewe

foughttoanextendofhimleavingourbedroombut

Mbalimanagedtoshowmethatit'spossible

Zino:doyouwantmetobehonestwithyou?

Zanele:yes

Zino:youwereunfaironthegirlZee

Zanele:guys,how?

Zino:youshouldn'thavekickedheroutloveyou

shouldhavegivenherwhatshewanted



Zanele:butthat'sexactlywhatidid

Zino:noyouwentaboutitthewrongwaybabes.

Whatyoushouldhavedonewastoletherdowhat

shewantsandsupporthernottocallherweak.Do

youknowwhatthatdoestoachild?Nowyouhave

pushedherintoadarkhole.Thatmanisgoingto

giveherwhatshewanttowhatextend?Whatifhe's

marriedanddecidestotakethechildawayfromher

andgobacktohiswife?

Zanele:(sighed)iguessyouareright

Zino:doyourealiseimsayingthesamething

Bonganihasbeensayingtoyou?

Zanele:noBonganiwasblamingandthreatening

mebutitsokiguessiwillhavetolookforMbali

andtalktoher

Zino:don'tworryiwillfindherforyou

Zanele:thanksforalwaysbeingtheresis

Zino:that'swhatsistersareforlove.Onothernews

ihavemanagedtogetXabaclosertous.Heis

goingtoregisterhissonatmydaycarecentreand



hewon'tbepayingathing

Zanele:(smiled)finallysomegoodnewsyou

alwayscomethroughformeyoulittlerascal

Zino:(smiled)andigotanotificationthatsomeone

wassnoopingaroundtheaccounts

Zanele:webothknowwhoitisunfortunatelyfor

themtheyaredealingwithsomeonewayabove

theirleague

Zino:theyshouldgiveitupalready(theylaughedas

Zanele'sphonerang)

Zanele:heySammy

Samkelo:hilovehowareyoudoing?

Zanele:imgoodlovejustfamilyproblemsbutiwill

solvethem

Samkelo:that'swhyicalled.Sbutoldmeaboutyour

daughter

Zanele:(sighed)Mbaliisdependingonablesser

andherfatherblamesmeandthreatensthatshould

shegethurthe'sgoingtoleavemewithinablinkof

aneye



Samkelo:shamehe'shurtingandithinkyoushould

reachouttoher

Zanele:yeahthat'swhatimplanningtodo

Samkelo:oklove.Areyougoingtofindoutwhothis

manis

Zanele:ihaveto.Ihavenochoicebuttoknowthe

fatherofmygrandchildimjustscareditcouldbe

someoneoldenoughtobemyfather

Samkelo:yeahhey.Youwillletmeknowhowit

goes

Zanele:yeah.Bye

Samkelo:byebabes(theyhungup)

Zanele:nowitsknownalloverthatZanele's

daughteriswithablesser

Zino:putthatatthebackofyourmindandputher

first

Sheheavedahugesighandfinishedhercoffeeas

shewenttoshowerwhileZinolefttoher"man



cave".

Fromtheaiport...

Kumkanibithislowerlipashecameacrossaroad

block.Thetwocarsbeforehimgotstoppedbythe

policeandpassedashesighedbeingnext.The

officersignalledhimtopassashesmiledand

dialedhisfriendafewmetersafterpassing...

Lazer:KK

Kumkani:guesswho'sabouttogetrichmyboy

Lazer:(smiled)tellmeyouarejoking

Kumkani:lalelabro,themerchandiseissafelylying

inthecoffinintheback

Lazer:(laughed)ifthere'ssomeonewhoknowshis

gameitmustbeyou

Kumkani:sayhellotoyounewdrugLordmyboy.

Imgoingtothemorgue,offloaditinmycarand



comedropitoffok

Lazer:sureboythehouseisreadyandigottwo

ladiestohelpout

Kumkani:ihopetheywon'tsellusout

Lazer:nobuddytheyknowwhat'satstake

Kumkani:good.Seeyouinabitok

Lazer:sure

Kumkani:byournextjobwewillbeselfmade

millionaires

Lazer:youaretheman

Kumkani:alwaysrememberthat

TheylaughedhangingupasKumkaniheadedtothe

funeralparlour.

Atthehospital...

Zulufinishedputtingonhistracksuitsasthedoor



opened...

Zulu:finallyyouarehereiwasstartingtothink

that...

HefrozelookingatZanelewhowasallsmileswith

awheelchairinherhands...

Zanele:goodmorningMrZulu

Zulu:(clearedhisthroat)ithought...

Zanele:areyoureadytocomehomewithme?

Zulu:buti...

Zanele:unfortunatelyshehadtoattendto

somethingandaskedmetocomecollectyouon

herbehalf

Zulu:oh

Zanele:yes.Iseeyouarereadysoyoumaysiton

thewheelchair



Zulu:thewheel...ohyeah

HeswallowedlookingatZanelewhowouldn'tstop

smilingandsatdown...

Zanele:aretheseallyourbags?

Zulu:huh?Ohyeahyeahtheyareallmine

Zanele:perfect(shetookthemandpushedhimout)

don'tworrywearegoingtohaveagoodtime

together

Zulu:(tookouthisphone)ohok

Zanele:(shetookitfromhim)iwillholdontothis

fornow.Youknowiwantustobuildarelationship,i

meanyouarepartoffamilynow

Henervouslychuckledwhileshesmiledpushing

himoutofthebuildingaftersigningallthe

necessaryforms.

^



^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:14] :ZANELE

22

DetectiveLeratosighedgettinginherofficeand

greatedXabawhowasfocusedonacase.Shegot

herselfaglassofwaterandthrewinanenergy

boosteranddownedthewaterwhileMolao

chuckledstandingbythedoor...

Molao:everythingok?

Lerato:youdon'tevenwanttoknowtrustme

Xaba:goodmorningColonel

Molao:sorryconstable.Ihopeyouaregood



Xaba:yessir,detectiveimofftocourtseeyouina

fewhours

Lerato:ohok.Hasthecourtcommunicated

Bulldozer'strialdatethough?

Xaba:notyet.Youknowtheycantakeuptoa

month

Lerato:yeah.Alrightallthebest

Xaba:thanks.

HeleftwhileMolaopulledoutachairandsat

down...

Molao:youlookdrained

Lerato:ionlysleptfor4hours

Molao:why?

Lerato:momwantedtokeepmeupallnightwoman

wouldnotstoptalking

Molao:(laughed)iguessshemissedyou



Lerato:missedmewhileallshedidwascomplain

Molao:shamesorryman.Maybeyoushouldjust

takeadayoffandgorest

Lerato:ijusthadanenergyboosteriwillbefine.

Goingbackhomeisnotanoption.Ifigobacknow

she'sgoingtodemandwegoout

Molao:isthisherfirsttimeinGauteng?

Lerato:yes

Molao:soyoucan'tblameher

Lerato:whydon'tyougoandattendtohercolonel?

Youwillseewhatimtalkingabout

Molao:fromwhatimgettingshe'snodifferentfrom

mymothersonothankyou

Lerato:(scoffed)youknowwhatshesaid

Molao:what?

Lerato:ihavebeeninGautengforthislongandim

notevenmarried,whydon'timarrymyselfoffat

leastbecausepeoplewillstartthinkingherkids

aren'tmarriagetype(theylaughed)



Molao:doourparentsknowwhatwegothroughin

relationshipsthough?Itsnotbackinthedayswhen

youwouldbebroughtamanorwomanandbe

forcedtomarrythemnowadayspeopleareselfish

Lerato:theydon'twanttounderstand

Molao:mymomhasalwayspesteredmeabout

havingatleastonechildandimlikemaidon'twant

tohaveachildwithsomeonewhowillbemarriedto

anotherpersonandourchildwillbeforcedtohopin

betweenhomes,no

Lerato:exactly.Theyshouldjustacceptthat

sometimessomeofusarenotdestinedfor

marriage

Molao:soyouhavesiblings?Youdidn'ttellmethe

lasttimeiwasatyourhouse

Lerato:yeahimtheonlygirlbetweentwogrownass

men.OneisalsoinGautengheownsasuccessful

fitnessclubandanightclubcalledK-Zonein

Sandton.Mom'sfavoriteandtheotherisamilitary

officerandistheonlyonemarried

Molao:ohsothefirstonemakesmoneythat'swhy



yourmomadoreshimmore

Lerato:yeah

Molao:butwhyishenotmarried?

Lerato:idon'tknowsometimeshegavesme

homosexualvibesyouknowbutit'shardtotell

Molao:sowhathe'shomosexual,theyareallowed

togetmarriedtoo

Lerato:wellthat'smethinkingbecausesometimesi

canfindaladywhenigotohishouseand

sometimesifindaman

Molao:hashesaidanythingtoanyoneinthefamily?

Lerato:no

Molao:okthenbesidesthepeopleyoufindathis

housewhatgivesyouhomovibesabouthim?

Lerato:thewayhedresseshelovestightthings

Molao:ilovetightthingsaswellinfactmostmen

lovetightclothesthesedaysdoesthatmeanweare

gay?

Lerato:no



Molao:thenyouarejustreadingwaymuchintothis

detective

Lerato:yeahwellitiswhatever.Canistartworking

nowdoyouforgetweareatwork?

Molao:(laughed)mymorningisfreesoicansit

hereallmorningandlookatyou

Lerato:(laughed)nocolonelleaveyouaregoingto

makemeuncomfortable

Molao:(smiled)how?

Lerato:Molaogo

Molao:(giggled)okokimgoing.Doyouneed

anythingtokeepyougoing?

Lerato:imoutofgumsandjellytots

Molao:okiwillgogetthemforyou

Lerato:what?

Molao:seeyouinabitMsSeboko

HesmiledleavingwhileLeratosatbackwitha



frownandasmileonherface...

Lerato:awholecolonelgoingtogetgumsandtots

foradetective?(Scoffed)wow,ok

Shesaidattendingtoherworkload.

InLeeTrucking...

Nombulelowentinherofficesteeringherteaand

tookasipthendialedhermother...

Nomayeza:Lelo?

Nombulelo:himayoumanagedtogetupontime?I

leftforworkbeforeyouguyswokeup

Nomayeza:yesmyloveimalreadyattheinsurance

company.

Nombulelo:insurancecompany?



Nomayeza:yesisn'tyourfather'saccountsare

beingopentoday

Nombulelo:imaskingbecauseyouaresupposedto

beatthehospitaltocollectZuluinfactyouguys

shouldbeonyourwayhomenow

Nomayeza:ohnoispoketoZaneleandshewentto

pickhimup

Nombulelo:(choked)what!?

Nomayeza:yes,iseverythingok?

Nombulelo:mahowcanyouletZanelegopickZulu

up?

Nomayeza:she'sfamilyisntit?Isthereaproblem?

Nombulelo:yes...(sighed)nomait'sjustthatZanele

isabusywomanyoucan'tdisruptherschedulelike

that

Nomayeza:sheactuallyoffered

Nombulelo:(clenchedherteeth)okmaaclientjust

walkedintotheofficeletmegetgoing

Nomayeza:okbye



TheyhungupasNombulelosighedhittingthe

desk...

Nombulelo:mymotherthoughyoh,(shesaid

dialingZulubutitdidn'tgothrough)shit!

Shegotoffthechairandpacedaroundtheoffice

thinking...

Nombulelo:ican'tcallZaneleshewillsuspect

something(sighed)yesthecolonelbutwhatwillhe

do?(Groaned)letmejustcallhim(shedialedhim)

Molao:MsJolahello?

Nombulelo:morningcolonel,wehaveaproblem

Molao:imlistening

Nombulelo:mymotherwassupposedtopickMr

ZulufromthehospitalbutsheaskedZaneleinstead,

wellshesayssheofferedbutstillZanelehasMr



Zulu

Molao:calmdownshewon'tdoanythingtohim.

Firstofallyourmomknowssheistheonewho

wenttopickhimup.Shouldanythinghappenshe

knowsshewillbethefirstsuspect

Nombulelo:youneverknowthesepeoplecolonel

whatifshethreatenshimandhefleesthecountry

thenkillhimwhereverhewillbe?

Molao:MrZuluisasmartmansohewillbeok

Nombulelo:youknowthatMrZuluistheonlyticket

tofindingoutwhathappenedtomyfatherandright

nowhe'sinthehandsofourprimesuspectso

shouldanythinghappenimgoingtoholdyou

accountablecolonel

Molao:iunderstandthatverywellMsJolabuttrust

meshewon'tdoanythingtohim

Nombulelo:ihopeidon'tgettoremindyouofthis

moment

Molao:ifwestartambushingMrsJolarightnowits

goingtogiveawayeverythingsocalmdownand



focusonbeingproductiveatwork

Nombulelo:(sighed)bye

Molao:bye

Heshookhisheadgettingoffthecarwithaplastic

fullofallkindsofsweets.

AttheJola's...

AfterhelpingZulueathisfruitsaladZaneleputthe

dishinthezincandsatnexttohim...

Zanele:youlooksouncomfortableareyouok?

Zulu:imgood,imgood

Zanele:ihopeso.Iwouldlovetoshowyou

something

Zulu:what?

Zanele:(smiled)justcomewithme



Zulufrownedasshesmiledpushinghimdeeperin

thehouse.Thefurthertheywentthedarkerit

became...

Zulu:(clearedhisthroat)wherearewegoingit's

gettingdarkerandhowbigisyourhouse?

Zanele:noonehaseverseenthissideofthehouse.

It'swhaticallmymancave

Zulu:mancave?

Zanele:yep

Zulu:whyareyoushowingittomethen?

Zanele:ihavealwaystoldmyselfthatiwasgoingto

showittomyfatherinlawunfortunatelyhe'snot

herebutyouareisn'tit?(Shesmiledathim)

Zulu:mmh

Shepressedabuttonasadoorslidopenasshe

pushedhiminsideandwentinclosingthedoors...



Zulu:isthisanelevator?

Zanele:yes

Zulu:butyourhouseisadoublestory

Zanele:fromtheoutsideitlookslikeadoublestorey.

Thethirdstoreyisthemancave

Zulu:ohisee

Theyarrivedasthedoorsopenedandshepushed

himoutintoadarkroom.Sheswitchedonthelights

anditwasredallover...

Zulu:idon'tknowifimcomfortablewithbeinghere

Zanele:why?

Zulu:howcomeyourhusbandknowsnothingabout

thissideofthehousedidn'tyouguysbuildthe

housetogether?

Zanele:thisismyhousebutiputitinbothour



nameswhenwegotmarriedandwhyhedoesn't

knowthissideofthehouseisbecausehe's

claustrophobichecan'tbeinsmallspaces(slid

anotherdooropen)letmeshowyoumyfavorite

spotnow

Zuluswallowedseeingabalconythathadno

barriers...

Zulu:thisisnotsafe

Zanele:ihatebeingsafe,everytimeifeellikehaving

someadrenalinerushicomeuphereandstand

straightatthebrim,youwannaknowhowitfeels?

Zulu:nonoimfine

Zanele:comeonMrZuluipromiseyouit'snotthat

scary

Zulu:canwepleasegobackdown

Zanele:ijustwanttohavefunwithyou

Zulu:whatifmywheelchairrollsdown?



Zanele:itwon't,come

Shesaidpushinghim.Theclosertheywentthe

morehisheartracedandthinkingthathiswas

phonebackinthelivingroommadethingsworse...

Zulu:okokZanelestop

Zanele:(laughedengagingthebrakes)ididn'tknow

yousuchababy

Zulu:imnotitsjustthatthisisn'tsafeatall

Zanele:okoklet'sgobacktotheloungebutthis

shouldstaybetweenusok

Zulu:why?

Zanele:idon'tlikealotofpeopleinmybusiness

becausethisiswhereikeepmostofmyprivate

thingsespeciallywhenitcomestomybusinesses

Zulu:(thoughtfully)oh?

Zanele:yeah.Comelet'sgobackbeforeyougetme

intotrouble



ShepushedaconfusedZulubackinsideandthen

downtothelounge.

InMsomiFuneralparlour...

Kumkanifinishedtranferringhispowdersintohis

caranddialedValentinedrivingout...

Valentine:hi

Kumkani:soyougotcoldfeettoanextendofnot

sleepinghomelastnight?

Valentine:(scoffed)coldfeetforwhat?Iwasjust

withafriendihadpromisedherthatiwillspendthe

nightwithher

Kumkani:butyoudidn'tsayathingtome

Valentine:thelasttimeicheckedyouandiwerenot

anitem



Kumkani:that'snotwhatimimplyingwhatim

sayingisithoughtyouweregoingtoshowmehow

spontaneousyouareyesterday.Rememberour

deal?

Valentine:yessiridobutlikeisayihadpromised

myfriendthatiwillvisither

Kumkani:sowhenshouldiexpectyou?

Valentine:let'sjustsayimgoingtocomelikeathief

inthenight

Kumkani:hmmthat'sinteresting

Valentine:(smiled)soyoupromisetotellmethe

kindofbusinessyou'reintoafterthat?

Kumkani:itwilldepend

Valentine:onwhat?

Kumkani:youwillsee

Valentine:youaresomysteriousyouknowthat?

Kumkani:verywell.Isitaturnonenough?

Valentine:KKimatworkplease



Kumkani:don'tyouthinkimatworkaswell

Valentine:youknowwhat,bye

Kumkani:(chuckled)byeV,it'sFridaytodaywhat

areyourplans?

Valentine:imjustgoingtogettwobottlesofwine

andchillinmyroom

Kumkani:howaboutwegochillinThembisa

Valentine:allthewayfromwaterfalltoThembisa

comeonKK

Kumkani:okthenwheredoyouwanttogo?

Valentine:SandtonKumkani

Kumkani:okthenSandtonitis

Valentine:cool,bye

Kumkani:byesexy(hechuckledhangingup)

Valentine:thisboythough

Shesighedtakingafileandcheckedhowherjeans

wereonherbodyandheadedtoBongani'soffice...



Valentine:goodmorningMrJ(hekeptquiet)i

broughtyouthefileyouaskedfor(hestillkeptquiet)

MrJ?

Bongani:huh?Ohthefile,thankyou

Valentine:iseverythingok?

Bongani:yeswhy?

Valentine:iknowitsnotmyplaceMrJbutcomeon

icantellfromyourfacethatyouarenotok

Bongani:isthatobvious?

Valentine:yes

Bongani:(sighed)thetensionbetweenmydaughter

andhermotheristakingatollonme.Ourdaughter

isnowdependentonablesserandshestillinsists

tohaveheroutthere

Valentine:imsosorryihopeshecomesaround

Bongani:iknowmywifeandafterthefightwehad

lastnightthere'snowayshe'sgoingtoletMbali

comebackhomeandthefactthattheyareboth



stubbornitsgoingtomakethingsworse(sighed

sittingback)soit'shonestlyemotionallydraining.I

triedtoreachouttoherbecauseimtheonlyperson

shenormallylistenstobutnothingmannothing

Valentine:awwMrJimsosorry.Imaynotgethow

itfeelsbutiknowwhatstressdoestoaperson

Shesaidgoingbehindhischairandsoftly

massagedhisshouldersashesighedclosinghis

eyes...

Bongani:ilovemydaughtersomuchandseeing

herinthispredicamenttearsmeaparthonestly

Valentine:don'tworryshewillcomearound

Bongani:afterhowlongV?Thismanboughthera

houseandacar,heevenpaidhertuitionfeeso

whendoyouthinkshewillcomearound?Ihavelost

mydaughteranditsforgoodbutshouldsheget

hurtimnevergoingtoforgiveZanele

Valentine:(smiled)don'tsaythat



Bongani:noV,imagineourdaughterrunningfor

helpouttherewhilewearearoundiguesssheran

offfromhishousebecauseshewasnotgetting

whatshehopedforandendedupgoingtothe

fatherofherchild

Valentine:who'sthefriend?

Bongani:HisnameisMandlaJele

Valentine:(frowned)ishemarried?

Bongani:yeahandhasachild

Valentine:ohisee.Whatdoeshiswifedo?

Bongani:she'sjustastayhomemom.Hedoes

everythingforherandtheirson.Heownsahotel

Valentine:isee(stoppedmassaginghim)

Bongani:thankyousomuchthemassagehelped

Valentine:imgladicouldhelp.Letmegetbackto

work

Bongani:alright.Wait,whatareyourplanstonight?

Valentine:ihavenone



Bongani:doyoumindgoingoutwithme,idon't

wanttobehometonight

Valentine:areyousureaboutthat?

Bongani:yeahicoulduseabitofdistractionbutits

okifyouareuncomfortableaboutit

Valentine:noitsokiwillgowithyou

Bongani:(smiled)thanks

Valentine:notaproblem

ShesmiledleavingwhileBonganisighedand

attendedtohiswork.

Atthemall...

ZanelewatchedMbaligetoutofhernewmini

cooperandshookherheadwhilesheheadedtoa

restaurantjustbytheentranceofthemall.She

brieflyspoketothewaiterwhothentookhertoher

seatasZanelecameoutofhercar...



Zanele:heregoesnothing.Imnotgoingtoleta

younggirlyourageendmymarriagelikethis

Shesaidlockinghercarandheadedinandwent

straighttoMbali'stablewhowasfocusedonher

phonelaughing.ShepulledoutachairasMbali

frownedlookingupandsighed...

Mbali:(scoffed)someonepleasetellmeim

dreaming

Zanele:hiMbali

Mbali:what'sgoingonwithyoupeople?Whycan't

youletmeliveinpeace?Didileavewithanything

thatbelongstoyoumaybe?Ifsopleaseremindme

whatitissothaticangiveitbackandbeatpeace

Zanele:canwetalk

Mbali:ihavenothingtotalktoyouabout

Zanele:honeywewouldlikeyoutocomeback



home

Mbali:(chuckled)honeyshesays.Isyourmarriage

ontherocksnowandyoucan'thandleit?Youmade

yourbedsweetheartnowlieonit

Zanele:ihaverealisedthatimadeamistakemy

lovesoiwanttomakeituptoyou

Mbali:wow,ZaneleJolaadmittingshewaswrong?

That'safirsthowiwishihadmycamerarunningso

icouldcapturethismoment.Imfinewhereiam

dearmothersopleaseleavemealone

Zanele:comeonMbaliiwilldowhateveryouwant

metodo

Mbali:somethingyoufailedtodofromtheonset

nowthatyouseeyourreputationisonthelineyou

comebeggingformetocomebackwell,readmy

lipsZanele,imnotcomingbackandyouknowyou

guysshouldstopinsinuatingthatimdatinga

blessernoimdatingthefatherofmychildwhois

capableoftakingcareofmeandourchild.Wewill

begettingmarriedsoonandnoneofyouisinvited

Zanele:ohcomeonMbaliwhyareyoubeingso



hardheaded?What'samere3bedroomedhouse

andacheapminicooper

Mbali:(smiled)nowthisistheZaneleiknow

Zanele:yourfatherisbreakingdownMbalidoyou

wanttohurthimthatbadhuh?Yesyoucanhurtme

butnotyourfatherMbali,youknowhowhefeels

aboutyou

Mbali:youdon'twantmetohurthimbecauseifido

itmeansyougettosufferandyouknowwhat,

there'snothingiwouldenjoythantoseeyousuffer

morethanyouarenow.Mywholelifewas

miserableallbecauseofyouandyourselfishness

andimeantitwhenisaidyouarenevergoingto

havepeaceorhappinessinyourlifeeveragain

Zanele:youknowwhat,tohellwiththis.Suit

yourselfdon'tcomecryingtomeoncethingsgo

southforyou

Mbali:likeyouaredoingnowdearestmother.Iwill

neverbegyouforanythinginmylifeeveragain!

Zanele:gotohellMbali!



Mbali:afteryou!

ZaneleflippedherhairleavingwhileMbaliflipped

herstooandclickedhertonguepressingherphone

whileeveryonelookedonshocked.

AttheJele's...

Mandlawokeupandfrownedrealisingthathewas

nottied.Hesniffedgettingoffbedandmassaged

hisneck...

Mandla:Dianne?(therewasnoanswer)Dianne?

(Therewasstillnoanswer)bloodywitch

Heclickedhistonguetakinghisbagspackingthem

againandheadeddownstairs.Hetriedtoopenthe

frontdoorashissoncameoutofhisgameroom...



Alex:whereareyougoingdad?

Heswallowedandsighedturningtohim...

Mandla:hiboy,whyisthedoorlockedandwhereis

yourmother?

Alex:momwentoutandshesaidshewillbe

comingbacklater

Mandla:okcanyoupleaseunlockthedoor?Ihave

togotowork

Alex:withhugebagslikethose?

Mandla:nevermindthebagsAlexunlockthisdoor

Alex:momlockedalltheexitsandleft

Mandla:what!?

Alex:yes.Areyouleavingusdad?

Mandla:huh?

Alex:areyougoingtodivorcemom?Isthatwhy

youmissedmyfootballgameyoudon'tloveus



anymore?

Mandla:noAlexhowcanyousaysuchathing?

Alex:thenwhyareyouneverhomedad?Imiss

playingwithyou

Mandla:daddyisabusymanmyboy

Alex:nodadbutyouusedtoalwaysbehome

Mandla:didyourmotherputyouuptothis?

Alex:uptowhat?

Mandla:(sighed)youknowwhatforgetaboutit.

Let'sgoplay

Alex:(smiled)yeay

Heexcitedlyhoppedbackintohisgameroomwhile

Mandlasighedleavingthebagsbythedoorand

shookhisheadfollowinghim.

THATAFTERNOON



AttheJola's...

NombuleloparkedhercarandsentZuluatext

messagegoinginthehouse...

Nombulelo:anybodyhome?

Househelper:madamisinthestudy

Nombulelo:okthankyoulove

ShesighedandheadedtothestudyasZanele

smiledwelcomingherin...

Zanele:whatanicesurpriseLelo.Haveaseat

Nombulelo:(smiled)ihaveafreeafternoonsoi

thoughtwhynotcheckuponmybeautifulsisterin

law

Zanele:awwthat'ssweetofyoulove.Wouldyou

loveanythingtodrink?



Nombulelo:yesplease

Zanele:okimcoming

Shestuckherheadoutandcalledthehousehelper

whileintheirofficesCherel,thethirdshareholder

andZulugotreadyforanonlinemeeting...

Zulu:(sentNombuleloamessage)she'snotpicking

up

Nombulelo:imwithhernow

Zulu:let'sgiveitafewseconds.Anynotification

thatreported?

Nombulelo:nope

AsZuluwasabouttoanswerZaneleansweredthe

meetingrequest...

Zanele:gooddaygentlemenandlady



Zulu:(sentatext)shejustpicked

Nombulelofrownedreadingthetextandslowly

lookedupatasmilingZanele...

Zanele:everythingoklove?

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Nombulelo:yeaheverythingisok

Zanele:areyousure?Becauserightnowyoulook



likeyouhaveseenaghost

Nombulelo:mhem

Shesaidlockingherphobeanddownedherjuice...

Zanele:yohLeloeasyonthejuice

Nombulelo:(sighed)iguessiwasthirsty

Zanele:ohok.Sowhat'sup?

Nombulelo:ijustwanttogettoknowyouhey,you

havebeenapartofourlivesforsolongbutiknow

nothingaboutyouwellimtoblameforthat

Zanele:(smiled)imjustaneasygoingchilled

person.Ihatesteppingonotherpeople'stoesandi

hatemyspacebeinginvadedaswell

Nombulelo:isee.Seehowdoyouhandlesomany

businesses?

Zanele:luckilyformeihaveteamsthatitrustso

theymakeeverythingeasyforme



Nombulelo:idon'tthinkI'deverrunabusinessin

mylife

Zanele:haibo,ngoba?(Why)

Nombulelo:it'salotofwork.Iwanttoworkfrom9

to5thengobackhome

Zanele:soyoupreferreportingtosomeonetherest

ofyourlife?

Nombulelo:whatifthebusinessfails?

Zanele:itdependsonhowdesciplinedyouare.

Therearebadandgooddaysinbusinessyoujust

havetoknowhowtotackleboth

Nombulelo:(chuckled)thanksbutnothanksiwill

leavethosetoyou,VulaandBobo

Zanele:(laughed)youshouldjustchallenge

yourself

Nombulelo:nope.Sowhat'stheprogressonmy

dad?

Zanele:iwasthinkingweshouldtakewhatwehave

foundsofartothepolicetheywilldeploydiversto

searchtheriversincethelastlocationofhiscaris



attheriver

Nombulelo:ohoktheniwilltalktothembutdoyou

thinkwewillfindsomething?

Zanele:someboneremainsiguessthat'sifhewent

inthere.It'sbettertotrythandonothingatall

Nombulelo:yeahhey

***

Zulu:Lee

Zanele:yesZulu?

Zulu:didtheynottellyouihavebeeninhospital?

Zanele:theydidandiaskthereceptionisttosend

youflowersdidn'tyoureceivethem?

Zulu:ididn't

Zanele:butiaskedherto.Youshouldaskher

Zulu:isee

Zanele:yes.Lookingatthemarketpriceweare



doingsogoodandtheinternationalbusinessis

doingsogoodseeinganincreaseof3.5%in

businesssothatmeansmorereturnsforusand

everyoneright?

All:yes

Zanele:Zuluyouseemtobedowntoearthtoday

what'sup?

Zulu:whatdoyouexpectmetodo?Ihavecometo

termswiththefactthatwewillneverknowthe

driverofthisship

Zanele:howoftendoyouseepilots?

Zulu:notoften

Zanele:whatyoudoisheartheirvoicesright?

Zulu:yes

Zanele:that'sexactlywhat'shappeningwiththis

businessmypeople.Yestherehasbeenbumpsand

humpshereandtherebutwecansafelysayweare

comfortableright?

All:yes?



Zanele:yesandthat'sallthatmatters.Youguyswill

seeme,maybetomorrow,nextmonthorevennow

ShesaidturningasCherelandtheother

shareholdersmiledwhileZulufrowned...

Zanele:gooddayoncemoreladiesandgentlemen.

MynameisZaneleMatjikizacommonlyknownas

Leeandimtheonewhohasbeenrunningthis

companyforthepast25years

Zulu:soyouexist?

Zanele:reallyZuluyouthoughtiwasaghost?

Zulu:noitsjustthat...

Zanele:justwhat?Youknowiknowwhatyouhave

beenuptoZulu?

Zulu:whatdoyoumean?

Zanele:iknowyouhavebeensearchingformeand

evenhadmyaccountsbelookedinto

Cherel:what?



Zanele:butit'snotaproblembecauseimcoming

downin2daysandiwillgiveyouanswerstoallthe

questionsyouhave

Cherel:noLeewait,Zuluwhatdidyoudo?

Zanele:it'sokChereljustletitgo.Iunderstandwhy

hedidwhathedidthat'swhyihavetocometoSA

andcleartheairandalltheconfusion.Another

thingbeforeigo,iwantustotalkaboutour

deceasedCFO(Zulusniffed)sheworkedhardfor

thecompanysoshedeservesasendofffitfor

someonelikeher

Zulu:butiwasgoingtotelleveryonethatour

currentCFOdiscoveredthatsheswindledusatotal

ofR3Msoidon'tthinkshedeservesthesendoff

youaretalkingabout

Zanele:comeonZuluwhat's3M?

Zulu:that'samillionforeachofus

Zanele:howmanymillionsdoyoumakeinamonth

Zulu:stillLeewe...

Zanele:nothingZuluevenonyoursickbedyou



alwaysopttobedifficultforoncejustletthingsbe.

Youhavealwayswantedtoseemenowthatyou

haveyouwanttodenysomeoneabefittingsendoff,

comeon

Cherel:eitherwaysheusedthemoneyandshe's

gonenowsothere'snoneedtocryoverspilledmilk

Man:exactly

Zanele:thanks.Iwillcontactyouguysonceiland

sothatwegooutandgettoknowoneanothermore

Zulu:I'mlookingforwardtothat

Cherel:ican'twait

Man:sodoi

Zanele:bye

All:bye

TheyhungupasZulusighedthrowinghishead

backandpunchedtheair...



Zulu:flip!

Nomayeza:everythingok?

Zulu:Leejustrevealedherselftous

Nomayeza:whyareyouworkedupnow?Ithought

itswhatyouhavealwayswanted

Zulu:youwillneverunderstand

Nomayeza:yoh,comefoodisready

Shepushedhimoutwhileherubbedhisface

frustrated.

InThembisa...

ThewaitersmiledatXaba'ssonwhoexcitedly

clappedforhisfoodwhileXabaandZinolaughed...

Waiter:whatcanigetyouguys?

Zino:braaimealmyloveitsfridaysoiwanttolayer



upbeforeturningitup

Xaba:iwillhavethesamethankyou(heleft)so

whatdoyounormallydrink?

Zino:imawhiskeyperson

Xaba:suchheavythings?

Zino:andiguessyoudrinkbeerright?

Xaba:yeah(chuckled)whydoyousayso?

Zino:iknowmostmenpreferbeerandagainyou

areanofficerofthelaw

Xaba:whosaidofficerscan'tdrinkheavystaff?

Zino:youguysareworkingmostofthetime

Xaba:itjustdependsonwhatapersonprefers

honestly

Zino:oksir

Xaba:thankyouforcomingwithhim

Zino:it'snoproblemiknewyouwouldstillbeat

workbycollectiontimehenceioffered

Xaba:youareatruelifesaveryouknow



Zino:comeon

Xaba:imeanwedon'tknoweachotherthatmuch

butyouhavedonesomuchforme

Zino:ijustlovekidsandihatetoseethem

strugglingbecauseoftheirparent'sdecisions

Xaba:youwouldmakeawonderfulmotheroneday

Zino:ihopeso.Ifonlymencouldstopbeing

intimidatedbymystature

Xaba:ohreallynow?

Zino:yep.Iwouldtalkwithsomeoneandthenthey

runawayaftermeetingupwithme

Xaba:what'sintimidatingthem?Imeanyouare

humanlikethem

Zino:ihonestlydon'tknowandimjustasimple

woman.Yesimightbeselfmadebutthatdoesn't

meaniwouldlookdownonamanilove.Imeanmy

sistermakes5timesofwhatmybrotherinlaw

makesbutneverhaveieverseenherlookdownon

himorhimforcehertorespecthimbecausehe

feelsintimidated



Xaba:howlonghavetheybeenmarried?

Zino:20years

Xaba:that'strueloverightthere.That'sthething

withmeibelievewearedestinedfordifferentpaths

inlifeandwethertheheartwantstheonewho

makesmoreorlessthanyoujustsatisfyit.You

guyswillbetogetherbecauseyouloveoneanother

notbecauseofwhattheotherbringstothetable

Zino:(smiled)truethat.Sohowarethingsgoingat

work?

Xaba:sofarsogood.Withthenewpositionim

holdingibelievemyplanswilltakeoffnow.Iwant

tobuildahouseyouknow

Zino:ithinkbuyingisbetterthanbuildingthese

days.Timeismovingsoit'sbetteryoubuy.Imean

the300kyouaregoingtospendbuildingthe2

bedroomedhousewouldhavegottenyouathree

bedsinstead

Xaba:(thoughtfully)iguessyouareright

Zino:yeahjustthinkaboutitthoughmaybeyou



haveaspecialplanyouwanttobuild

Xaba:idefinitelywillthinkaboutit.

Zino:ihopetheyarenotgivingyoutoomuchwork

loadthoughbecauseyoujustgotinthisposition

Xaba:noijusthave2casesoneiclosedthis

morning.Theguygotjailtimeheraped

Zino:that'sagoodthinghegotjailtimesomemen

arejustcruelyouknow

Xaba:yeahandtheotheroneisofthisotherguy

whoprovidedfalseinformationtothepolice

concerningtheaccidenthewasin.Heblamedthe

otherpersonwhilehewastheoneatfaultnowthe

surprisingpartisthereportsaysthedriverwasa

womanbuttheguysayshe'stheonewhowas

driving

Zino:yohthat'shecticshame.Sowhat'sthe

progress?

Xaba:wejustwaitingonthetrialdatethentakeit

fromthere

Zino:itsoundsverycomplexareyoualoneonit?



Xaba:noimworkingwiththedetectiveonitbut

she'skindofoccupiedwithsortingouttheprevious

detective'smess.Hewasreallyacorruptoneyou

know

Zino:isee.Soyouarebasicallyheadingeverything

atthemoment?

Xaba:yeah.Howbusyareyouiwannatakethis

champforamoviedate

Zino:imfree.Weekendsaremyfreedaysshame

Xaba:ohokthendoyoumindcomingalong

tomorrow?

Zino:idon'tmindatall

Xaba:alrightiguesswe'llmeetatMallofAfrica

then

Zino:youwilltellmethetimeandiwillavailmyself

Xaba:awesome

Zinosmiledwashingherhandsandateherpap

withherhandwhileXabasoftlysmiledlookingat



her...

Jason:papa

Xaba:yesmyboy?

Jason:keyenammeyaakayamoshaenwa?(isthis

mynewmother)

Theyburstintolaughterwhilehesmiledlookingat

Zinowaitingforananswer.

AttheJola's...

ZanelehuggedwithNombuleloasshegotinhercar

anddroveoffwhileKumkanidrovein.Zanele

frownedstandingbythefrontdoorwaitingforhim

tocomeout...

Kumkani:beforeyoushoutatmeimadesureallthe



bodiesleavingtodayaregoodtogo.Theyarejust

waitingfortheirfamiliestocomecollectthem

Zanele:howmanyaregoingouttoday?

Kumkani:107ofthemaregoingtobecollected

between3and4pmandtheother3at5pm

Zanele:goodeverythingisperfectrightthepeople

gotthecoffinstheyaskedforright?

Kumkani:yesmomnowcanwegetinsidethe

houseplease

Zanele:justbecauseyouaretheboss'schild

doesn'tmeanyouhavetodoasyouplease

Kumkani:it'sbecauseineedtotalktoyou

Zanele:don'ttellmeyouhaveimpregnated

someoneaswell

Kumkani:(laughed)noiknowhowtouseprotection

Zanele:(scoffed)yeahright.Whatdoyouwantto

talkabout?

Kumkani:let'sgotothestudy

Zanele:(frowned)ohok



SheledthewaywhileKumkaniheavedafewsighs

behindher...

Zanele:what'sgoingon?

Kumkani:ihavedecidedtostartmyownbusiness

Zanele:(smiled)awwthat'smyboy.Whatbusiness

isit?

Kumkani:firstofalliwantyoutoknowthatit's

goingtobringinalotofmoneyforus.Notonlyme

butthebothofus

Zanele:ohokwhatisit?

Kumkani:there'snoneedtoworryaboutcustomer

baseihavethatcoveredalready

Zanele:okKumkaniwhatbusinessisit?

Kumkani:imnotsureifyouwouldliketoinvestinit

but...

Zanele:haiboKumkanithetha(speakup)ishishini

lentoni(whatkindofbusinessisit)



Kumkani:(clenchedhisteeth)whitepowder.Looki

knowyou...

Zanele:what!?

Kumkani:listenmomallyouhavetodois...

Ahotslaplandedacrosshisfaceasheheldhis

cheekpuzzled...

Zanele:areyounutsKumkani!?

Kumkani:mamajonga(momlook)bythenext...

Zanele:shutupKumkani,shutup!Youknowexactly

howifeelaboutthosethingsandyouhavetheguts

tostandinfrontofmeandtellmeitsbusiness,are

youmad!?

Kumkani:momi...

Zanele:no!Gobacktowork

Kumkani:ialreadyhavethefirstbatchdistributed

Zanele:what!?



Kumkani:yes

Zanele:Kumkaniarecrazy,come...

Shetriedtograbhimbutheranoff.

Zanele:Kumkanicomehere

Kumkani:justgivemethisonechanceandproveto

youhowmuchoflucrativebusinessitis

Zanele:drugsKumkani?Doyouknowhow

dangerousthatis?Againhowdidyoufindclients

sofast?

Kumkani:ipoachedthoseiknewfromotherdealers

Zanele:wha...Kumkanidoyouhaveadeathwish?

Kumkani:itssurvivalofthefittestinthisbusiness

momtheywillunderstand

Zanele:flipitKumkaniyouhaveputourlivesin

danger!

Kumkani:lookmomitsdoneandimsellingthebest



cokeeverijustwantedtoletyouknowandmaybe

giveyouacutfromthebusiness

Zanele:onethingiwillneverdoisgamblewithmy

family'slivesKumkanistopwhatyouaredoing

Kumkani:iloveyoumomnowletmegocelebrate

myfirstsuccess

Zanele:Kumkani?

HeblewherakissandleftasZanelebitherlower

lipandgroanedannoyed...

Zanele:whatdothesekidswantfromme?Dammit

man!

OnherwaybacktotheofficeNombuleloscoffed

shakingherheadanddialedZulu...

Zulu:Lelo



Nombulelo:isthemeetingover?

Zulu:yesandshejustrevealedherselftous

Nombulelo:what!?

Zulu:yesandshesaysshewillbeinSAin2days

Nombulelo:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Zulu:asdeath

Nombulelo:sowehavebeenafterthewrongperson?

Zulu:noweareaftertherightperson.Howcanshe

revealheridentitynowwhenweareworkingon

findingoutwhathappened?

Nombulelo:whoisit?

Zulu:ZaneleMatjikiza

Nombulelo:thesamewomandadwascheating

with?

Zulu:yes

Nombulelo:theit'sclearthatwehavebeenafterthe

wrongpersonZulucomeon

Zulu:nowhatifshehasbeenpaidtothrowusoff?



Nombulelo:ormaybeshe'stiredoflivingunderthe

rock.Imeanyousaythewomansaysshewillbe

herein2days

Zulu:yesandshesaysshewillanswerevery

questionihaveforher

Nombulelo:whichmeanswestandachanceof

finallygettingourcompanyback

Zulu:itwilldependontheoutcomesofmy

conversationwithherbutifshe'sbehindmyfriend's

disappearancetheniwantherarrested

Nombulelo:thatsurewillhappen.Soinolonger

havetopretendtoZaneleanymore

Zulu:noLelowehavetokeepitgoingZaneleisnot

outofthepictureyet

Nombulelo:butthepersonwehavebeenlookingfor

justhandedherselfinZuluwhatmoredoyouwant?

ItoldyouthatZaneleisnotcapableofgettingaway

withsuchathingforlong

Zulu:Nombulelo...

Nombulelo:byeZuluimgoingtotheofficeseeyou



later

Shehunguponhimashesighedcheckingwhere

NomayezawasandcalledColonelMolao...

Molao:MrZulu

Zulu:wehaveaproblem

Molao:yes?

Zulu:thatplanitoldyouabout?

Molao:whataboutit?

Zulu:itfailedtoanextendofseeingLeewithmy

nakedeyes

Molao:(satup)what!?

Zulu:isweartoyou.LeeisZaneleMatjikiza

Molao:thesameMatjikizayourfriendwasmessing

aroundwith?

Zulu:yesandshesaidshe'scomingtoSAintwo

daystoanswerallthequestionswehaveforher



Molao:doyouknowwhatthismeans?

Zulu:noistillbelievethere'ssomefoulplayinthis

Molao:believeitornotMrZuluwehavebeen

chasingthewrongpersonlet'sjustwaitfor...

Zulu:comeonguyswhydon'tyouwanttobelieve

that...

Molao:MrZuluidon'tknowwhatyouhaveagainst

ZaneleJolabutwehavenochoicebuttowaiton

MsMatjikizaandhearwhatshehastosaythen

takeitfromthere

Zulu:soyouaregoingtoletthisotherZanelego

likethat?Howdoyouexplainmyaccidentcolonel?

Molao:let'swaitforMsMatjikizathat'sallicansay

rightnow.Ifshedoesn'tcomein2daysthenwewill

knowthere'ssomethinggoingon

Zulu:(sighed)okcolonel2daysitisthenbuttrust

methepersonwearelookingforisZaneleJola

Molao:onlytimewilltellbye

Zulu:bye



TheyhungupasZulusighedputtinghisphone

down.

InJola'sI-tech...

Valentinelockedherselfinherofficeandwentinto

googlesearchingMandlaJele...

Valentine:thisisdefinitelythemanisawinMbali's

phone

Shereadabouthimandbumpedintohiswedding

picture...

Valentine:DianneJele(smiled)hmmacoloured

womanthisshouldbeinteresting



Shesaidsearchingforherfacebookprofileand

sentherarequest.Shecontinuedtoreadabout

Mandlaforagood5minutesasanotification

reported...

Valentine:awesome(shesentDianneatext)hi

Dianne:himylady

Valentine:iknowwedon'tknowoneanotherbuti

believeihavetheanswertoyourworries

Dianne:excuseme?

Valentine:(sentherMbali'sphoto)doyouknowher?

Dianne:yesshe'smyhusband'sfriend'sdaughter.

Whatabouther?

Valentine:gohometoyourhusbandandaskhim

abouther

ShesentthemessageandblockedDiannebefore

shecouldrespondandsatbacksmilingsoftly

swingingherchair...



Valentine:"shouldmychildgethurtimnevergoing

toforgiveher"(sheevilchuckled)ticktockthe

mightyZaneleJolayourtimewithBonganiJolais

slowlyelapsing

Shepoppedhergumandplayedwithitsmiling.

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:15] :ZANELE
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Dianne:no!

Samkelo:whatisit?



Dianne:sheblockedme

Samkelo:who?

Dianne:iwasspeakingtoaladyrightnowon

Facebook.Shesaidshemighthavetheanswersto

myworriesandshesentmeapictureofMbali

Samkelo:(frowned)what!?Letmesee

SheshowedherasSamkeloscoffedshakingher

head...

Samkelo:youstillwanttosayyoudon'tbelieveme

whenisayMbaliistheonedrivingyourhusband

crazy?

Dianne:thiscan'tbetrue,she'sonly19andher

fatherisMandla'sfriend

Samkelo:believeitornotmylovebutthat'sthe

truth

Dianne:whywouldMandladothistome?Why

wouldhedosuchathingtohisfriend?



Samkelo:thefactthatheendedhisfriendshipwith

Sbusisoshouldsayalothoney

Dianne:(sighed)idon'tknow,idon'tknowhowto

dealwiththis!

Samkelo:okcalmdownloveiknowhowwecan

endthisonceandforall

Dianne:how?

Samkelo:wefindtheanswersweneedfromMbali

Dianne:she'sjustakid

Samkelo:sheismessingaroundwithamarried

manandevengotpregnantwithhischild

Dianne:what!?

Samkelo:yepZanele'sdaughterispregnantthat's

whyZanelekickedheroutofherhouse

Dianne:waitwhyareyouhelpingmeinsteadof

stickingupforyourfriend'sdaughter?

Samkelo:Zaneleknowshowmuchivaluemarriage

soshewilldefinitelyknowwheremyloyaltieslie

whenitcomestothismatter.Friendshipornoti



hateitwhenpeopledisregardotherpeople's

marriagesandthinkitsoktodestroyhomes

Dianne:isee

Samkelo:sowhatdoyousay?

Dianne:iwanttoconfrontMandla

Samkelo:he'sdefinitelygoingtolietoyouDianne

youknowthistoo.IfweconfrontMbalishewill

definitelytellthetruthbecauseshewantstokeep

him

Dianne:buta19yearoldSammy?How

disrespectfulcanMandlabe?

Samkelo:wearegoingtodealwiththemniceand

cleanbabes.Iwillmakesuretogetthatgirl's

locationthenwecheckuponherbutyoushould

promisemetonotsnaponceyouseeMandla

please

Dianne:iwilltrymyalltokeepittogether

Samkelo:good



DiannesighedlookingatMbali'sphotoandshook

herheadputtingherphoneaway.

AtMbali'shouse...

ShetriedtocallMandlaagainbutitwouldn'tgo

throughasshesighedandcalledValentine...

Valentine:babe

Mbali:hisphoneisnotgoingthrough

Valentine:howlonghaveyoubeentryinghim?

Mbali:eversincemorning

Valentine:maybehe'sbusylove

Mbali:he'ssomeonewhocommunicateswhenhe's

busyVwhatifyouwereright?Whatifshemanaged

tolurehimbackintoherlife?Whatifshefoundout

andkilledhim?Colouredwomenarecrazy

Valentine:watchhowyouspeakofcolouredwomen



myloveimcolouredaswell

Mbali:comeonit'sthetruthandyouknowit

Valentine:notallofusarelikethat.Justwaitfor

himtocallbabes

Mbali:heshouldhavecallednow.Shouldicallthe

police?

Valentine:andsaywhattothem?"Himymarried

boyfriendwenttohiswife'shouselastnightnowi

can'tgetholdofhim?"Theywon'tevenallowyouto

sayanythingfurther

Mbali:thenwhatshouldidoV?Ican'tjustsithere

anddonothing.Mymanneedsme

Valentine:youhavenootherchoicebuttoactually

sitanddonothing.Shewouldneverkillthefatherof

herchildloverelax.IfthismanisyoursGodwill

makesuretomakehimfindhiswaybacktoyou

Mbali:butthewaitisgoingtofinishme

Valentine:justgetabottleofwineanddrinklove

Mbali:whydon'tyoucomewaitwithme?



Valentine:ihaveadatelovesosorry

Mbali:withwho?Doyouforgetourmission?

Valentine:itoldyouthatican'tdothatMbaliyoh.

Byeloveiwillcomeovertomorrowandtellyouall

aboutitifyourmandoesn'tshowup

Mbali:don'tsaythatpleasebecauseimgoingto

explodeifhedoesn'tshowupimisshim

Valentine:(chuckled)byelove

Mbali:byeiwillkeepyouupdated

Valentine:surebabes

TheyhungupasValentinerolledhereyesthrowing

herphoneonthedesk...

Valentine:mymanthismymanthatthat'sanother

woman'smanbitch.Youtakeourmenthencall

colouredwomencrazywewillshowyoucrazyand

ittakessecondstodealwithabarbielikeyouifyou

knew



Atthestation...

Pontshosighedgettingintothebuildingwithher

handbaghangingonhershoulder...

Pontsho:yohbathokatlakakgathala.Lonaho

banengkantorotsalonadileholehakaaka?(Im

exhausted.Whyareyourofficesthisfar)

Officer:helloma'amhowmayihelp?

Pontsho:skatlahoiketsabeterengwanakeatseba

letswafahampemaponesakelona.Kebatla

moradiaaka(don'tactlikeyouarealwaysthis

efficient,youallarealazylot.Imlookingformy

daughter)

Officer:what'shernamema?

Pontsho:officerLe...(Leratofrozebyherofficedoor

seeingher)ohmybaby,bulamokefeteabhuti(let

mepass)



Lerato:nonoyouarenotopeningforanyone.Ma

whatareyoudoinghere?

Officer:ohshe'slookingforyoudetective

Pontsho:detective?Heelangngwanakaodetective

empahaonjwetsenex?(Youareadetectiveand

nevertoldmeanything)empakehoeditsengRato?

(whatdidievertoyouLerato)

Lerato:okthat'senoughma.Thisisaworkplace

youcan'tjustthrowyourselfinherewheneveryou

want,doyouwantmetolosetheonlyjobihave

Pontsho:phosoemokaehobonamongwanahaoa

sebetsanghona?Ngwanakakeitsebulakefete

man(what'swrongwithcomingtoseewhereyour

childworks?Youngmanisaidiwantedtopass)

Lerato:(sighed)letherthrough

Pontshosmiledastheyopenedforherandfollowed

Leratointoherofficeandclosedthedoor...

Pontsho:soodetectiveLerato?(Youareadetective?



Lerato:yes

Pontsho:empaosasebedisapitsatsaHart?Ka

nnetengwanaaka,oikemiseditsehontlontlolla

jwalo?(Thoughyoustillusinghartpots?Reallymy

child,youarethatdeterminedtoembarassme)

Lerato:thisisnotyourlifeitsmine.Ibuywhatican

affordandbesidesijustgotpromotedthisweek

Pontsho:goodhochohoreketsilekanakoe

lebanengjwalehe(thatmeansicameattheright

time)

Lerato:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Pontsho:ketlohobontshahorengwananaya

dulangmakgoengophelalifeejwangmygirl(im

goingtoshowyouthelifetoliveasacitygirl)

Lerato:iwillalwaysbeLeratofromFreestateandi

willdieherifitmeansusinghartpotssobeitat

leastthefoodcooksjustasthoseofexpensivepots

Pontsho:Leratootlamehileho...

Shestoppedtalkingasthedooropened...



Molao:youcan'tbelievewhatijust...ohididn't

knowyouhadavisitor

Lerato:(sighed)Colonelthisismymother,mom

thisismyboss

Pontsho:(smiledstandingup)ohmohlomphehi

kebekesantsekejwetsangwananaenwahore...

(sir,iwasstilltellingthisyoungwomanthat...)

Lerato:youaregoingbackhome,yes?

Pontsho:hmm,okkethabelahohotseba

ngwanakakeabonamoradiaakaosireletsehile

mona(imhappytomeetyoumysoniseemy

daughterissafehere)

Molao:kethabelahohotsebalennamme(im

pleasedtomeetyoutooma)

Pontsho:(smiledshocked)haibo?Omosothole

wena?HaeLeratomossohaemona?Keyena

monnahaoenwabonahoreokwennejwang(you

aresothoaswell?Thisisyourmanlookathis

muscles)(shesaidtouchinghisbiceps)



Lerato:bathongma!

Molao:(chuckled)yesmaimsothobutwasborn

andraisedinFreestate

Pontsho:(clappedoncesmiling)tjokatlakathaba

jwang.Shebamo,onalemmeyatshelangnao?(Im

sohappy.Look,doyouhaveawife)

Lerato:bathongMmaSeboko!?

Pontsho:aisokamanwenaLerato.Yesmyson?

Molao:(laughing)cheemmehakenayena

Pontsho:good.Thenetlahaka,mxmimeanha

Leratohosaneotlojadijotsamotsheharelerona

(cometoLerato'shouseandhavelunchwithus)

Lerato:nomahe'sabusymanrightcolonel?

Molao:nomainfactimofftomorrowsonkathabela

hotladijongtsamotsheharemme(iwouldbe

delightedto)

Pontsho:good.Ratomychildletlooseokmybaby?

Repangwanakakehonaotlafumanangmonnamy

girl(letloosemychildthat'swhenyouwillfinda

man)seeyoutomorrowmyboy



Molao:okma

Shetouchedhisbiceponemoretimeandlaughed

leavingwhileLeratosighedthrowingherselfonher

chairwithMolaolaughing...

Molao:wow

Lerato:seewhatimtalkingabout?

Molao:shemadememissmom

Lerato:andyouwerebusyintertainingher,mara

whyMolao?

Molao:(smiled)comeonshe'snotthatbad

Lerato:anywaywhatwereyousayingwhenyougot

inhere

Molao:youwon'tbelievewhatZulujusttoldme

Lerato:oh?

Hesighedsittingbackandtoldhereverything.



AttheJele's...

DianneparkedhercarasMandlaleftthegame

roomandwenttotheloungehearingthecarpark.

Hewaitedforhertounlockandassheopenedhe

triedtooverpowerherbutsheclosedandlocked...

Dianne:areyoucrazy?

Mandla:noareyoucrazy?OpenthisdoorDianne

Dianne:imnotgoingtoopenthisdoorMandlayou

aregoingtostayinhereuntilyouarebacktoyour

senses

Mandla:Dianneimnotachild

Dianne:butyousurehavebeenactinglikeone(she

saidgoingtothekitchen)where'smychild?

Mandla:wheredidyouleavehim?

Dianne:Mandlagiveitupimnotopeningforyou



Mandla:whatwillyougainfromthat?Youwantme

tobreakdownthisdoor?

Dianne:ifyouwantyourchildtosleepinanunsafe

housedosohoney

Mandla:whatiswrongwithyouwoman!

Alex:dad...

Mandla:youshutup!

AlexswallowedlookingonwhileDianneslowly

lookedupathimwithafrownonherface...

Dianne:didyoujustshoutatmysonMandla!?

Mandla:Diannecanyoustopbeingacrazydelilah

andopenthefuckingdoor!

Dianne:ohsoimDelilah?Iguessthenyouarea

manwhore!

Mandla:excuseme!?

Dianne:youheardme!Alexgotoyourroom!(He



juststoodthere)

Mandla:isaidopenedthemotherfuckingdooryou

witch!

Hegrabbedherbytheneckastheyfoughtforthe

keywhileAlexswallowedlookingon.Diannefought

tokeepitinherbreastwhileMandlafoughttotake

itout.Hemanagedtooverpowerherandtookit

pushingDianneaway...

Dianne:youarenotgoinganywhere

Mandla:trytostopmeagain

HesaidgoingtothedoorasDiannegrabbedapan.

ThattimeAlexhidbehindthestairsandasshewas

abouttohithisheadheturnedandgrabbedher

handandpunchedherasshefelldown...

Mandla:don'tyouevertrytofuckwithmelikethat



orelseiwillkillyou!

Heunclockedandtookhisbagsgoingtohiscar

whileDiannegotup.Hegotinandopenedthegate

thendroveoutasDiannegrabbedabrickand

smashedthebackscreen...

Mandla:fuckyou!

Dianne:(burstintotears)iloveyoudammit!

ShefellonherkneeswhilebythedoorAlexlooked

onsilentlycrying.Hismother'scrygottohimashe

sniffedwipinghistearsandwenttoher...

Alex:mamadon'tcry.Imhere,mama?

AttheJola's...



AvideocallrequestcamethroughasZanelesmiled

fixingherblouseandanswered...

Zanele:(smiled)heyZee

Zanele:heyLee

Zanele:howareyoudoing?

Zanele:imgoodhoney,yourself?

Zanele:imfantastic

Zanele:sohowdiditgo?

Zanele:itwentaccordingtoplanloveyoucouldsee

fromthelookonhisfacethathewasshocked

Zanele:(laughed)iwishiwastheretoseethe

pricelesslookonhisface

Zanele:trustmeitwasmorethatpriceless.Hewas

finished

Zanele:good.Ihopeyouarereadyforournextstep

right?

Zanele:yeshoneyeverythingissetimgettingona



planetomorrowevening

Zanele:that'smygirl.It'stimeweputthistoa

completeend

Zanele:iagreewithyouimtiredoftheUKimissSA

sobad

Zanele:awwshamethetimeforyoutocomeback

homehasarrivedmylove

Zanele:ican'tbelieveittookthislongforsomeone

tostartdigging

Zanele:iknowright.Itsonlyamatteroftimeistart

runningLeetruckingwithouthidingijusthope

everythingworksout

Zanele:don'tworryitwillhoney

Zanele:ibelieveso

Zanele:anywayletmepackthelastfewitemsijust

wantedtoletyouknowthatallwentwell

Zanele:oklove.Seeyousoon

Zanele:surebabes



TheysmiledhangingupasZanelesighedsitting

back...

Zanele:neverstartafightwithsomeonenot

knowinghowfartheywillgoandwhattheyare

capableofZulu.Youareyettolearn.

THATEVENING

Zanelewhistledinherstudysortingoutsome

papersasthedooropened...

Bongani:imgoingout

Zanele:withwho?

Bongani:whodoialwaysgooutwithbesidesyou?

Zanele:ohok.Besafebythewayimanagedto

speaktoMbalibutshedidn'twanttolistento

reason



Bongani:idon'thavetimeforthis

Zanele:butithought...

Bongani:imusingyourLamborghini

Zanele:Bonganiimtalkingtoyou

Bongani:don'twaitup

HeclosedthedoorandleftasZanelesighed

shakingherhead...

Zanele:wow

InapinkandwhitepologolfT-shirt,slimfitnevy

pantsandsneakershegotinZanele'slamboand

checkedthetimeonhiswristwatch.Hedropped

thesunblockerandcheckedhimselfoutonceagain

brushinghiswellkeptbeardwithhishand.He

startedtheengineasZaneleshookherhead

hearingitfromherstudy.Hedroveoutwhile

ValentinedroveinandwentinsidegreetingZino



whowasdrinkingherwhiskeyplayingagameon

hertab.AnhourlaterValentinecameoutinashort

tightglitterdressandhighheels...

Zino:goingout?

Valentine:yepiwillseeyouguysonSunday

Zino:alrightbesafehey

Valentine:thanks

Shesmiledgoingtohercaranddroveouttexting

Bongani.BackinthehouseZinosighedgoingtothe

study...

Zino:heysisimgoingouthey

Zanele:soyouguysareleavingmewiththenewgirl?

Zino:sheactuallyjustleft.IthoughtKumkaniwas

around

Zanele:nohesaidhewasgoingout.Oklovei



guessitsjustmeandthehousehelper

Zino:maybeyoushouldgooutaswell

Zanele:nothankyouiwilljusthavemybottleand

dozeoff

Zino:alright.Seeyou

Zanele:byebabe

ShetookhercarkeysandleftwhileZaneleshook

herheadandcontinuedwithherpapers.

AttheDlomo's...

Samkelotookherglassofjuiceandnovelleaving

hersisterinthelounge...

Samkelo:makesureyoulockupok?

Lady:whataboutMrDlomo?

Samkelo:whenhe'soutwithhisfriendshecomes



backverylatebutdon'tworryhehashiskeysand

knowsthepasscode

Lady:shouldhebegoingoutthough?Givenyour

situation

Samkelo:justbecauseimsickdoesn'tmeanhehas

tostoplivingbabes.Thesecrettoahealthy

marriageisalwaysgivingyourspousespacetolive

alittleanditsnotlikeimdying.

Lady:ohokthen.Goodnightsis

Samkelo:nightlove

Sheheadedtothebedroomwhilehersisterlocked

upandcontinuedwithhermovie.Samkelogotin

hersheetsandtookherphonedialingMbali...

Mbali:auntySammy

Samkelo:hibabyhowareyoudoing?

Mbali:imgoodandyouaunty?

Samkelo:imgoodmylove.Whatareyoudoing



tomorrowat9am?

Mbali:nothing,why?

Samkelo:canwepleasemeetyourorderisready

Mbali:isitreallyanorderormomsentyoutotalkto

me?

Samkelo:(scoffed)okiknowyouandyourparents

areatloggerheadsnowbutitsnotmyplaceto

interfereok.Ihavealotofproblemsimfacing

myselfidon'thavetimetobecarryingother

people'sproblemsonmyshoulders

Mbali:okimsorryauntyididn'tmeantooffendyou

Samkelo:itsokmylove.Socanwemeet?

Mbali:ye...

Mandla:imwaitinglove

Mbali:imcomingbabe.Yesauntyitsnotaproblem.

Iwouldlovetochatbutigottago

Samkelo:noproblemmylove.Goodnight



Shehungupandscoffedshakingherhead...

Samkelo:kidsoftoday

BackattheJola's...

Zanelefinishedwithherdocumentsandtookthe

staplerbutithadnostaples...

Zanele:comeonnow

Shesearchedforstaplesinherstudybutfound

nothing...

Zanele:Bonganialwayskeepssomeinhiscar

Shesaidgoingtothekeysboardandtookhiscar

keysgoingtoit.Shesearchedbutcouldnotfind



anything,wenttothebootandtherewasstill

nothing...

Zanele:eish(sheclosedthecarbutremembered)

thebackpouches

Shesaidgoingbackinsideandfrownedseeinga

cornerofwhatlookedlikeasachet.Shefrowned

throwingitoutandputherhandinthedriver'sback

restpouchandfeltatissue.Shetookitoutwitha

frownonherfaceandsawwhatlookedlikea

rubberandthrewitout...

Zanele:thehell?

Shesaidlookingforastickandopenedthetissue

ashereyeslandedonatiedcondom.Herheart

droppedtothestomachassheswallowedahuge

drylump.Shewentintothehouseshakingherhead

andputonasurgicalgloveandtookthecondom,



lockedthecarandwentbackinthehouse...

Zanele:whatdidiexpectmarryingsomeonewho's

fatherwaspryingonyounggirls.He'sgoingto

knowmetoday.

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:15] :ZANELE

25

Samkelosniffedwipinghertearswithatissueas

shefinishedreadingthelastchapterofhernovel.

Shechuckledclickinghertonguegoingtoputitin

hernovelcollectionshelfandwentbackintobed...



Samkelo:loveneedsapatientsoulitsindeednot

everyonewho'sgoingtohaveahappyendingbut

it'sbettertofightanddietryingthantothrowinthe

towelassoonasthewhistlehasbeenblown

Shesaidswitchingoffthesidelampandclosedher

eyesasherphonerang...

Samkelo:Dianne?(Answered)babe?

Dianne:(crying)he'sgone!

Samkelo:(satupconfused)huh?

Dianne:he'sgoneSamkeloandimleftallalone!

Samkelo:okcanyoucalmdownandtalktome

babewhat'sgoingon?

Dianne:Mandla,hetookhisthingsandleft.Mandla

lefthisfamilyforZanele'sdaughterSamkeloa19

yearoldchild!

Samkelo:whoareyouwithimcomingovernow



Dianne:nonoitslateidon'twantyoutodrive

aroundthislatebutalliwantisthatlittletwitch

dead!

Samkelo:nolove

Dianne:yesSamkeloidon'tcareifshe'sadaughter

tooneofthemostrichestwomenintheworldbut

whenitcomestomysonidon'tlookbacksoiwant

herdead

Samkelo:(swallowed)allwewantfromMbaliisthe

truthmylovenotherlife

Dianne:Samkeloareyougoingtoprotectyour

friend'sdaughter?Whatdidyousaytometheother

day?Didn'tyousaywhenitcomestomarriageyou...

Samkelo:okok,iknowwhatisaidDiannebuti

didn'tsaywemustkillthegirl

Dianne:shehasthenervetotakethefatherofmy

childawayfromhimSamkelo,doessheknowwhoi

am?Mandlapunchedmeanddroveoutfora19

yearoldbitch!

Samkelo:hedidwhat!?



Dianne:forthefirsttimein13yearsSamkelo,3

yearsofdatingand10yearsofmarriagethisman

hasneverlaidhishandonmebutsawnothing

wrongwithityesterdayinfrontofourchild

Samkelo:hedidthatinfrontofAlex?

Dianne:withnoremorseorguilt

Samkelo:wow

Dianne:andyousaythatlittlebitchdeservestolive?

Hellno!

Samkelo:Diannewearesavingyourmarriagenot

signingsomeone'sdeathwarrantorpaveyourway

toprison

Dianne:haveyouspokentoher?

Samkelo:yesbutitsbetterimeetupwithheralone

Dianne:noimcomingwithyouwhereareyouguys

goingtomeet?

Samkelo:Dianneyouareangryandnotthinking

straightrightnowiwillmeetupwithMbaliandtalk

toheralone



Dianne:howsureimithatyouwilltalktoher?What

ifyouaregoingtowarnher?Ohwait,youare

friendswithhermotherhowcanibestupidthis

wasyourplanallalongwithyourfriend."Pretend

youarefriendswithherthenweusemydaughterto

destroyhermarriage"howcaniletmyselfbean

idiotlikethis?

Samkelo:oknowyouarejustspewingnonsense.

Givemeareasonwhyiwoulddothattoyou?

Dianne:ifitsnonsensethenwhyareyourefusing

forustomeetupwithMbali?

Samkelo:becauseyouarenotemotionallyand

mentallyfitdammitdoyouwanttogetintotrouble?

Dianne:youknowwhat,byeSamkelonowisee

whereyourloyaltieslie

Samkelo:what!?

Dianne:bye

Samkelo:Diannewait...(shehunguponher)

Dia...(sighed)ohGodno.What'swrongwiththe

worldthough?Urghdammitman.Mxm



Shesaidputtingherphoneawayandsighedagain

puttinghethandonherforehead.

AtClubK-zone...

SbuandBonganismiledastheirplattercame...

Sbu:ithoughtyousaidtherewassomeonejoining

us

Bongani:yeahtheywillbehereanytimefromnow.

Thisclubisreallyamazing

Sbu:iknowrightthenewownerdidanamazingjob

Bongani:doyouknowwhoitis?

Sbu:romourssayitsamanandhisnameis

Kennedy

Bongani:ohokthenhe'sgotgoodtaste

Sbu:ibetalltheinteriordesignwasdonebyhis



wife

Bongani:yeahbecauseits5%ofmenwhocan

comewithsuchbeautifulinteriordesigns

Sbu:(laughed)icancomeupwiththis

Bongani:unlessyougayofcourse(theylaughed)

Sbu:youaresuchanutheadyouknow

Waiter:youdrinkssir

Bongani:thankyou.Butjustgetustwobottlesof

yourfinestcognacandchillfourbottlesofyour

mostexpensivechampagneokandfixanother

platterofseafood

Waiter:ohoksir(heleft)

Sbu:doyouknowhowmuchthatisBongani?Ihave

asickwifewhomihavetomakesurehermedical

billsaretakencareof

Bongani:iknowbuddythat'swhyimtakingcareof

thebilltonight

Sbu:ohokbuttellmeaboutthechampagnewe

haveneverdrankthatinourentirelives



Bongani:stopaskingquestions

Sbu:Bongani?

Bongani:youknowitdoesn'tfeelthesamewithout

Mandla?

Sbu:stopdodgingmyquestionBongs

AshesaidValentineglitteringlikeadancehallball

smiledstandinginfrontofthemasBonganismiled

andpulledoutachairforher...

Bongani:ithoughtyouwerenevercoming

Valentine:afreenightout?Wouldnevermissthat

Bongani:ishouldsayyoucleanupwell

Valentine:(smiled)youtoo.Iguessbehindthesuit

liesamanwithagreatsenseoffashion

Bongani:imalwaysflatteredwhenalady

complementsmyfashionsense(theychuckled)

anyway,SbudahthisisValentineLotterin,Vthisis

SbusisoDlomoagoodfriendofminesincehigh



school

Valentine:asinSbusisoDlomofromGenerations

(theylaughed)

Sbu:nonoimnotngamladearbutnicemeetingyou

Valentine:nicemeetingyoutoo(checkedhimout)

youdon'tlookbadyourselfiseewhyyouguys

becamefriends

Sbu:thankyou

Hesaidrubbinghisfacewithhislefthandmaking

surehisweddingbandwasvisible...

Valentine:sowhatdoesyourfrienddoBongs?

Bongani:(smiled)Heisamineengineerandalso

hassharesintheminehe'sworkingat

Valentine:ohnice.Iguessitsoneofthose"befriend

thoseofthesameintellect"kindoffriendship(they

laughed)

Bongani:iguessyoucansaythat



Sbu:sowhatdoesMsVdo?

Valentine:ohimaP...

Bongani:PrivateInformationTechnologist(smiled)

yeahiknowherfromthefield

Sbu:ohreallythat'snicebuthowcomeihaven't

heardmuchaboutyou

Valentine:(chuckledsmiling)iliveundertherock

Bongani:she'sbasedinEasternCapesoshetold

methatshewasinthecityandidecidedwhynot

hangoutwhileyouarestillaround

Sbu:isee.Soyouworkforaprivateorganisation?

Waiter:yourdrinksandfoodsir

Bongani:ohfinallythankyousomuch.Iordered

youchampagneVihopeyoudon'tmindit

Valentine:almosteveryladydrinkschampagnesoi

don'tmind

Bongani:wonderful

Valentine:iwanttogototherestroomfirstthough

soexcusemegentlemen



Sbu:noproblem

Shesmiledstandingupandpulledherminidress

downabitleavingwhileBonganismiledlookingat

her.SbusquinthiseyesandsatbackwhileBongani

pouredhimselfaglass...

Bongani:what?

Sbu:youknowyoucanneverlietomeright?

Bongani:aboutwhatnow?

Sbu:evenablindpersoncanseethatsheknows

nothingaboutITsobehonest

Bongani:reallynow?Areyougoingtojudgeanother

humanbeing?

Sbu:ohcomeonmanbefrankwithmeareyou

doublecrossingZanele?

Bongani:what!?Nodudeareyounuts?Okshe'smy

PA

Sbu:ohwow(scoffed)wowBongsyourPA,nowim



convincedyouareshaggingoneanother

Bongani:stopitSbuhaibo

Sbu:what'swrongwithyouandMandla?

Bongani:okenoughSbusiso,forthelasttimeim

notshag...

Valentine:sowho'stheownerofthisclubitlooks

amazing

Bonganichuckledlookingatherasshesatdown

whileSbusoftlyshookhisheaddowninghis

cognac.

AttheJola's...

Shetriedtostaplethedocumentsbutcouldn'tas

shesighedsittingback.Shesniffedanddowneda

glassofwhiskeylookingatthecondomonthe

tissue...



Zanele:soyouarecheatingonmewithyourPA

Bongani?Andyoucanfuckherinacaryoubought

withmymoney?(Chuckled)soBonganitookmy

Lamborghinitodrivethatloosecolouredbitchinit?

(Laughed)wowZanelewow.Howcanyouletthis

escalatethisfar?Imeanyousawthesignsthe

momentyoulaidyoureyesonherthebitchwas

writtenmansnatcheralloverthathugeforeheadof

hers.(Scoffed)"imgoingout,don'twaitup""whodo

inormallygooutwith"thismanhassomenerve.

CheatonZanele?AwholeZaneleUmcgwabiMsomi

-Jolacheatedonbyamereinformation

technologist?(Scoffed)wowgirldoesheknowwho

youare?(Stoodupandstartedpacingaround)does

thissonofabitchknowwhatumcgwabiiscapable

of?Iwillfeedhimhisbitchalive(sheclickedher

tongue)butitsallthatspoiltbratofhis,it'sher

fuckingdamnfaultthatmyhusbandisoutthere

fuckingandbreathingontopofacheapslut!

Shesaidsmashingthewhiskeyglassagainstthe

wall...



Zanele:aconnivinglittlepregnantbitchthatonly

knowstosleepwitholdermen,whatthefuck!

Shescreamedthrowingallthedocumentsshewas

workingontothefloorandsatonthedesk

breathingheavily...

Zanele:noZaneleyouarenotthiswoman,youare

notgoingtoletachildyouraisedandafucking

bluntheadedcolouredbitchdestroyyourhome.

Youhaveworkedsohardtogetherewithyour

husband.(Smiled)yes,youhaveworkedsohardto

getherewiththemanyouloveandyouaregoingto

doeverythinginyourpowertogethimback.You

areafighter,youaretheundertakernoonewillever

bringyoudown

Shesaidtakingthebottleofherwhiskeyanddrank

itlikewaterbutthenscoffedsmashingitagainst



thewallaswellandburstintotears...

Zanele:thethoughtofhimontopofherthough!

Shefellonherkneescryinghereyesout.

InThembisa...

Leratocameoutofthebedroomapplyinglotionon

herhandsinherpyjamaswhilehermothersatin

theloungewatchingtv...

Lerato:whatareyouwatchingma?

Pontsho:ashowabout...

Shestoppedtakingoffherglassesandfrowned

lookingatherandburstintoalaugh...



Lerato:whatnow?

Pontsho:njwetseRatomybabykeengnthoeo

tennengenwa?(Tellme,whatareyouwearing)

Lerato:mypyjamasmomwhat'swrong?

Pontsho:haibo!(Laughed)obitsanthoenapyjama?

(Youcallthispyjamas)yonaratharathaena?(This

nonsense)

Lerato:youaresojudgementalandit'snotfunny,

yesyonaratharathaenaismybelovedpyjama

Pontsho:ebehothwemotsadiwamothoasolofele

bohadingwanahaeatenanthotsamofutaona

a'cheeRatoweneedtogoshoppingmanthisis

unacceptable(andthenitssaidishouldexpect

bridepricewhilemydaughterwearssuchthingsno

Rato...)

Lerato:okithinkimgoingtoleaveyounow

Pontsho:beforeyougomybabyrememberwehave

tobeupearlytomorrowrekenetlerepengelaya

haoehotwengkoloireyedishopong(andgetinthat

scrapcarofyoursandgototheshops)



Lerato:forwhatnow?Andpleaserespectmycar

Pontsho:heelangbasotho,radijejeelwaya

berakanglewenaotladijongtsamotshehareo

lebetsenaa?(Thatmusclemanworkingwithyouis

comingforlunch,haveyouforgottennow)

Lerato:ohyeah,ihaveeverythingneededma

Pontsho:nomonnahaphehelwekapototsahart

LeratoSebokoman(youcan'tcookforamanwith

hartpots)

Lerato:ohsoyouaregoingtogetmeanewsetof

pots?Wowmamayouarethebestyouknow.

Goodnight

Pontsho:haiboLeratohuhlelamo(comebackhere)

Lerato:imtiredmamabye

Pontsho:Lerato...Le...

Sheclosedandlockedherbedroomdooras

Pontshosighedtakingapadandapen...



Pontsho:ekabahotwehasengwananawa

mosetsana(you'dswearshe'snotagirlchild)

Sheclickedhertongueandstartedtowritethelist

ofthingstheyhavetoget.

BackattheJola's...

Kumkaniquietlydroveintotheyardastheguards

closedthegate.Hesighedswitchingofftheengine

andrubbedhisforeheadtryingValentine'sphone

againbutitwasstilloff.Hefrownedhearingthe

loudmusiccomingfromthehousewithsomeone

singingfromthetopoftheirvoiceandgotoffgoing

inside.Heunlockedthefrontdoorandslammedit

asZanelestoppedsinginganddancingandturned...

Zanele:(laughed)ohitsyou

Kumkani:momwhat'sgoingonwithyou?



Zanele:huh?

Kumkani:reducethevolumesoyoucan...(sighed)

youknowwhatleaveit

Hesaidgoingtotheradioandreducedthevolume

asZaneleswallowedherdrink...

Zanele:whatthehellKumkani?

Kumkani:mawhyareyoumakingsomuchnoise

andwhyareyousodrunk?(Shelaughed)maim

seriousyouaredisturbingtheneighboursandthe

househelper

Zanele:welltheycanallgotohellthisisafree

country

Kumkani:youaresodrunkandit'snotfunny.You

areevensmokinginthehousewhatthehellma?

Zanele:excuseyou?Who'shouseisthis?

Kumkani:mawhat'sgoingon?

Zanele:putmymusicbackon



Kumkani:mano

Zanele:Kumkaniisaidputmymusicbackon

Kumkani:notuntilyoutell...(shepulledoutagun)

what!?Okmomoklet'stalkwhat'sgoingon?

Zanele:(swallowedastearsstartedbuildinginher

eyes)haveievermissedachanceofmakingsure

everyoneisokinthishouse?

Kumkani:noma

Zanele:haveieverletanyonegotobedhungryor

worriedabouttheirneeds?

Kumkani:nomama

Zanele:thenwhyarepeoplesoungratefulKumkani

huh?Allihaveeverdoneforthisfamilywaslook

outforthem.Everythingihaveeverdoneinmy

entirelifewastolookoutforeachofyoubutjust

becausesomepeoplearespoiltandentitledthey

seeitfittowanttodestroyeverythingihaveworked

hardfor!Lookaroundyouandtellmewhatyousee

Kumkani

Kumkani:mawhat's...



Zanele:noone,youseenooneKumkaniimall

aloneinthisworldallthepeopleihavebeen

fightingfortohaveagoodlifearenothere.They

leftme(swallowedapainfullump)theyleftmeall

alone!

Kumkani:nomayouhaveme,iwillalwaysbehere

foryounomatterwhatjusttellmewhathappened

andiwillsortitout.Youknowiwilldoanythingfor

youasmuchasyouarealwaysthereforme

Zanele:youdon'tunderstandKumkaniyoudon't

understand!

ShesaidcockinghergunandshotatValentine's

bedroomdoorasKumkanifellonthecouch

shockedwithhisheartracing...

Kumkani:okmaenoughnowgivemethegun

Zanele:iwantthecarkeys.Wherearemycarkeys

Kumkani:youarenotdrivinganywhereespeciallyin

thestateyouareinmamano



Zanele:Kumkani?Givememycarkeys

Kumkani:no!

Theybothrantothekeysholderashegrabbedall

thecarkeysintheyard...

Kumkani:iwouldratherhaveyoushootmethanto

letyoudrivelikethis

Zanele:Kumkaniimyourmother

Kumkani:iknowthatbutasyoursonihaveto

protectyoufromharm'sway

Zanele:fuckKumkani!Fuck!

SheburstintotearsgoingupwhileKumkani

swallowedputtingthekeysinthedrawerand

followedher...

Kumkani:mamaopenup



Zanele:goandjointhem,goandjointhose

ungratefulbastards!

Kumkani:mamawhat'sreallygoingonpleasetalk

to...

SheblastedtheradioinherbedroomasKumkani

sighedshakinghishead.Sheopenedafreshbottle

ofwhiskeyandsangalonglightingarollofweed.

LATERTHATNIGHT

Ataguesthouse...

Valentineshookherheadlookingatapassedout

BonganionthepassengerseatandparkedZanele's

Lamborghini...

Valentine:youmenshouldunderstandthatyouare

nolongerabletohandlealcohollikeus



Shegotoffandhelpedhimoutashepartlywoke

up...

Bongani:arewehomealready?

Valentine:yes

Bongani:Sbudah?Sbu?

Valentine:helongleftusattheclubyoudon't

remember?Keepitdownyouaregoingtowake

peopleup

Bongani:(shouted)imnandiimpilo!(life'sgood)

ubomibumnandiguys!(life'sgood)

HesaidwhistlingasValetineshookherheadas

theywentin...

Bongani:ohacouch(hethrewhimselfonit)

Valentine:goodeveningma'amorisitmorningdo



youhaveroomsavailable?

Lady:yesma'ambutonlyexecutiveones

Valentine:ohokpleasegetusonehowmuchisit?

Lady:R1500

Valentine:noproblem

Lady:cashorcard?

Valentine:card

Lady:ok

ShefixedthemachinewhileValentinetookouther

cardandpaid.Shegaveherthekeysasshehelped

Bonganiupandwenttothebedroom...

Bongani:(threwhimselfonthebed)finally.Heylove

Valentine:Bonganijustgotosleep

Bongani:butiwanttoplaywithyoubabycomehere

(laughed)rememberhowourfirstnightwasafter

gettingmarried?



Valentine:Bonganistop

Bongani:itwasmagicalandiwantexactlythat

Valentine:okokletmehelpyouoffyourclothes

first

Bongani:that'smygirl.Youhavealwaystakencare

ofmeyouknow?That'swhyisawitfittingtomake

youMrsZulu.Iloveyouok

Valentine:metoo

HesmiledpartlyawakewhileValentinetookoffhis

t-shirtandvestandswallowedlookingathisabs.

Fora48yearsoldmanhewasn'tbadlookingatall

infacthelookedwaymuchbetterthansome23

yearolds.Hesmiledassheloosenedhisbeltand

pulledouthispantsaftertakingoffhissneakers

andthereitwaslyingunderhisbriefs."Likefather

likeson"shemutteredtoherselfassheswallowed

alustfullumpwithherheartracing...

Valentine:wearegoingtohaveagoodtimetonight



okbaby

Bongani:ohyesloveandiwantyoutobeincontrol

Valentine:likethegoodoldtimeshoney

Bongani:iloveitwhenyousaythat

Hebithislowerlipwithhiseyesclosedandputhis

handsbelowhisheadwhileValentinetookoffher

clothesandputherphonebythedressingmirror

afterpressingrecordandwenttothebed.Shewent

ontopofhimandstartedkissinghimasheheldher

bums...

Bongani:mmmhfreshbunsMrsJ

Valentine:ohyes

Shechuckledgoingdownwithhisbodyandtook

outhismachine.Sheswallowedlookingatitasshe

feltherclitthrobbing.Sheputherbumsonhis

chestandflippedherhairtothesideandslowlyput



itinhermouthwhileBonganisoftlymoanedtothe

warmthofhermouth.Sheslowlysuckedonit

turningtotherecordingcameraandwinked.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING.

^

^

^

^
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AttheDlomo's...

Sbuopenedhiseyesgruntingashisheadpounded

whilehiswifechuckledwalkinginthebedroomwith



atrayofmedication,ahang-overconcoctionand

breakfast...

Samkelo:goodmorninglove

Sbu:ifitisn'tmyangel.Heybabe(hekissedher

cheek)didyouhearmecomingin?

Samkelo:ionlyheardyougettingonthebed

Sbu:yohwewereatthisnewclubloveitsamazing

Samkelo:icantellbyhowfinishedyouare

Sbu:what'stheuseofalcoholbabe?

Samkelo:(chuckled)drinkuptheconcotionand

stoptalking.Soearlyinthemorningwenauya

thetha

Sbu:uyazingibreakingnewsmina(theylaughed)

ouch

Hedrankuptheconcotionwithanuglyfaceonand

gruntedtakingaglassofwater...



Sbu:yesesman

Samkelo:mmhyouwilllearnalesson

Sbu:(laughed)never,upforaminiintimatebraai?

Justyouandi?

Samkelo:noproblemlovebutihavetogotothe

mallfirstimgoingtogiveMbalihermakeuporder

Sbu:ohoklovewhileyouarethereiwillcatchupon

somesleep

Samkelo:yessir

Sbu:soareyougoingtotalktoheraboutherissues

withhermom?

Samkelo:(clearedherthroat)nopeidon'twantto

getinvolved

Sbu:ohok.Yaziwonderwhothismanshe'swithis?

Samkelo:ibethe'sjustoneofthosemarried

perverts

Sbu:aolovecomeonnowyouareamarried

womantoamanatthat



Samkelo:mymanwillneverbethatiknowso.

Sbu:butyouaretellingthetruthsomemarriedmen

areperverts

HesaiddigginginhisfoodasSamkelofrowned

lookingathim...

Samkelo:whatdoyouwanttotellme?

Sbu:(sighed)don'tfreakoutok

Samkelo:whathappenedlastnightbabe?

Sbu:ihatedoingthisbutahitiswhatever.Ithink

BonganiischeatingonZaneleifnotthinkingabout

it

Samkelo:excuseme?

Sbu:nobabecalmdown

Samkelo:what'swrongwithyourfriends?

Sbu:babelalela

Samkelo:nomanlove,whatkindofmenarethey?



Whotreatsawomanlikethat?Iknowwecanbe

annoyingsometimesbutthatdoesn'tmeanyou

guyshavetoruntothenearestskirtoncewehavea

misunderstandingimgettingsickandtiredofthis

andithinkyoushouldkeepawayfromthemlove

Sbu:theyaretheonlypeopleimclosetoafteryou

babewellBonganibecauseMandlamadeitclearto

methathewantsnothingtodowithme

Samkelo:soyouwanttohangaroundcheaterslove?

Youknowwhatthatsaysaboutcharacterlove?

Sbu:noloveyouarewrong,itallgoesdowntoself

desciplineyouknowiwouldneverletmyselfbe

pressurisedbyfriendsandagainBonganistillowes

meanswersthat'swhyisaidmaybehe'sstill

thinkingaboutitbecausetheladyishisPAdon'ttell

Zaneleplease

Samkelo:she'smybestfriendSbu

Sbu:idon'twanttoloseBonganiasafriendtoo

loveletmetalktohimfirst.Bonganiismorelevel

headedthanMandlasoifishowhimtherightthing

todohewilldefinitelyabortwhateverhe'splanning.



Iwenttohimforadvicewhenwewerefighting

aboutthebabyissueandhe'stheonewhoactually

changedmymindaboutthewholething

Samkelo:(sighed)okiwillgiveyouachancetotalk

tohimbutifhedoesn'tchangeimtellingZanele

Sbu:deal.What'sDianne'splan?

Samkelo:she'sreadytokillwhoeveristryingto

destroyherfamily

Sbu:what?

Samkelo:yepbutimstilltryingtohelphercalm

downyouknowhowhardheadedcolouredscanbe

Sbu:iknowrightyohbutdoyourallandremember

tonotneglectyourself

Samkelo:yeslove

Sbu:anybodychangesyouhavebeennoticingso

far?

Samkelo:nothingmajoryetjustconstantminor

headchesandaslightwaistpainsnowandthen

Sbu:oklovethesoonerwegetoveranddonewith



thisthesoonerwewillbeabletoplanourway

forward

Samkelo:yeahhey.Letmegetreadywhileyou

finisheating

Sbu:noiwannaeatyounow

Samkelo:(laughed)Haibo,Sbu!

Sbu:ndiakusbwl'ababy(imcravingforyou)so

comehere

HesaidputtingthetraydownasSamkelorantothe

bathroomlaughingwhileheranbehindhermaking

someanimalsounds.

AttheJola's...

ZaneleyawnedopeningthedooronlyforKumkani

tofallonhisbackwakingupwhileshefrowned

lookingathim...



Zanele:andthenwena?

Kumkani:(yawning)morningmom

Zanele:didyousleepbymydoor?

Kumkani:yesmomafterlastnight'sdramaihadto

dosomethingtomakesureyou'resafe

Zanele:im48yearsoldnot12Kumkaniandimyour

motheratthat

Kumkani:butthewayyouwere...

Zanele:shutup

Kumkani:whatreallyhappenedlastnightmom

becausewowyouwere...

Zanele:heymanshutupyoh

Shesaidgoingoverhislegsandwentdownashe

followedher...

Zanele:whatwouldyoulikeforbreakfast?

Kumkani:mamayouknowyoucanalwaystalkto



meright?

Zanele:weethixosomandlaufunantonikum

Kumkani?(OhgraciousLordwhatdoyouwantfrom

me)

Kumkani:anexplanationofwhathappenedlast

night

Zanele:explanationyentoni?Aisukaaphakum

man.Ufunaukutjantoniforbreakfast?(Getoutof

myface.Whatwouldyouliketohaveforbreakfast)

Kumkani:where'severyone?

Zanele:youwanttoeatthemforbreakfast?

Kumkani:ahmama

Zanele:stopwithyoursillyquestionsthen

Kumkani:oksorryandthegun?

Zanele:Kumkanishouldileavethepots?

Kumkani:no

Zanele:thengetthehelloutofmyfaceman!

Kumkani:okoksorryMrsJola



Zanele:(clickedhertongueashewenttothedining

area)ihopeyouletgoofthestupiddrugidea

Kumkani:no

Zanele:(pointedathimwithaknife)Kumkanidon't

tryme

Kumkani:comeonmamathisisgoodmoney

Zanele:youstoleotherpeople'scustomersdammit

Kumkani:survivalofthe...

Shethrewacupathimashedodgedandithisthe

glassdoorbreaking..

Zanele:dammitKumkanidammit!

Kumkani:whyareyouangry?

Zanele:doyoukidswanttoendmymarriage?First

itwasyoursisternowitsyou!

Kumkani:hedoesn'thavetoknowmom

Zanele:noKumkaniit'snotaboutthat!



Kumkani:what'sitaboutthenmomtellme!?Im

tryingtodosomethingformyselfbutyouwantto

kickmedownbutimnotgoingtoletyou

Zanele:itsaboutrespectingyourfatherdammit!

Respectinghiswishesastheheadofthishouse.

YouknowhowhefeelsaboutdrugsKumkani

Kumkani:ahnomamaineedthemoney

Zanele:whatareyoutryingtosay,wearenot

givingyouenoughmoney?

Kumkani:iwanttoknowhowitfeelstomakemy

ownmoney

Zanele:youareworkingforcryingoutloud

Kumkani:forwhatmama,forwhat!?Thatlousy10k

noman

Zanele:wegiveyouallowance

Kumkani:youdon'tunderstand

Zanele:wellasfarasimconcernedthereareno

drugscomingintoBongani'syardandwhenyouget

introublewiththosejunkiesdon'tdarecome

beggingforhelpdoyouhearme?



Kumkani:thisiswhyMbalileft!

Zanele:excuseme?

Kumkani:youwillhaveyourbreakfastalone

Zanelewidenedhereyeslookingathimtakehiscar

keysandleavethenclappedonceattendingtoher

pots...

Zanele:wheredidyougowrongZanelewheredid

yougowrong

Shechuckledshakingherheadindisbelief.

Ataguesthouse...

Valentinesmiledtakingafewselfiesofherselfand

asleepingBonganiwhohadhisarmaroundherand

hisfaceonhershoulder.Hesoftlygruntedasshe



quicklyputherphonedownandclosedhereyes

whileBonganiopenedhis...

Bongani:goodmorninglove(rubbedhiseyes)lo...

Hisheartskippedabeatashelaideyesona

"sleeping"Valentineassheopenedhersyawning...

Valentine:goodmorning

Bongani:waitwhat'sgoingonhere,howdid...

Hequicklyliftedthebedcoverandrealisedthat

theywerebothnakedandrolledoffthebed...

Bongani:whathellisgoingonhere?

Valentine:weslepttogether

Bongani:nonoValentinedidwehavesex?

Valentine:yes



Bongani:what!?Valentineimamarriedmanand

yourbossthisisinsane

Valentine:butfromwhatigotlastnightyouwere

havingagoodtime

Bongani:nothisistotallywrong,howdidweeven

getherewhereismyunderwear?

Valentine:canyoupleasecalmdown

Bongani:calmdown?Reallynow?Mywifeisawell

knownbusinesswomanwhatiftheownersofthis

guesthouseknowher?Especiallythatshe'sinthe

samebusinessasthem!DamnValentine!

Valentine:theywillknowbetterthantodisclose

suchinformationtoher.Nowcalmdownandcome

backtobed(shesaidbitingherfinger)ineedmore

ofthatvitaminD

Bongani:youprobablyarestilldrunk(putonhis

briefs)wherearemycarkeysiwanttogohome.To

mywife

Valentine:comeonBongsyouareallowedtolivea

littleplusyousaidityourselfattheclublastnight



Zaneleisstartingtobecomeaheadache

Bongani:MrsJolatoyouandhowcanSbuleave

me?

Valentine:yousaidhecouldgo

Bongani:didyoudrugme?

Valentine:howcanyouthinkthataboutme?

Bongani:ihaveneverbeendrunklikeiwaslast

night

Valentine:that'sbecauseZaneleisstressingyou

out

Bongani:forthelasttimeshe'sMrsJolatoyouand

youknowwhat,iwantyououtofourhouseby

todayifthisiswhatyourintensionsare

Valentine:ohsoyouareturningonmenow?

Bongani:noValentineiwon'tbecomfortablehaving

youaroundafterwhathappenedbetweenus

Valentine:(sighed)fineiwillsquatatafriend'sso

longbecauseirespectyouthatmuch

Bongani:pleasestopit,stopdoingthosefaces



Valentine:(chuckled)sorry

Bongani:carkeys?

Valentine:there

Bongani:good.Makesurewedon'tseeoneanother

onceyoucometakeyourthings

Valentine:yourwishismycommandsexy(heeyed

herasshegiggled)sorrydaddy

Hesighedshakinghisheadandleftwhileshe

sighedsmilingandlaidonherback.Sheopenedthe

curtainandsmiledseeinghimdriveoutanddialed

Mbali...

Mbali:heyyou

Valentine:(pretendcrying)yourmotherissocruel

nowiseewhyyouchosetoleavethishousecani

comestayoverforadayortwo?

Mbali:whathappened?

Valentine:alotican'ttellyouoverthephone



Mbali:problemisistaywithbaenowandheloves

hisprivacy

Valentine:ipromisetomakemyselfscarceplease

Mbaliyou'remyonlyhopeihavenooneplease

(criedmore)

Mbali:(sighed)okokcalmdown,iwilltalktohim

butpromiseyouwillmakeyourselfscarce

Valentine:ipromiseMbaliipromise

Mbali:ok.Wearegoingoutinabitsoiwilltextyou

whereileftthegatekeyok

Valentine:thankyousomuchiknowyoudon't

knowmebutthankyou

Mbali:notaproblem.Seeyoulater

Valentine:bye(shehungupandlaughed)ihave

neverseenabunchoffoolslikethisfamily.Once

imdonewithallofthemtheywon'tknowwhathit

them

Shesaidgoingtohergalleryandplayedhersex

tapewithBonganiwhileplayingwithhercoochie...



Valentine:neverknewafatherandsonwouldfuck

thisgooddamn

AtMbali'shouseMandlacameoutofthebathroom

whileMbalimadethebed...

Mbali:yourclothesaretherelove

Mandla:thanksboo

Mbali:ithinkweshouldreportthiswomanandhave

yourheadcheckedbyaprofessionalwhatifyour

headisdamaged?

Mandla:iwillgotomydoctoratthemallwhileyou

attendtoSamkelolove

Mbali:ohokbabenoproblem

Mandla:whowasthatonthephone?

Mbali:ohafriendofminetheoneitoldyouiwas

goingtospendladiesnightwith?Sheneedsaplace

tostay



Mandla:whataboutmyprivacylove?

Mbali:itoldherlovebutshepromisedtomake

herselfscarce.Sheneedsthehelpshehasnoone

andshesaysitsforadayortwo

Mandla:okjustforyouiwillallowit

Mbali:(smiled)thankyouloveyou'reamazing

Mandla:butihopeitstwodaysmax

Mbali:ipromiseyoumylove,ipromiseyou

Hechuckledandhuggedherfrombehindkissing

herneckasanurgetovomithither...

Mbali:vomittime

Mandla:eew

Helaughedassherantothebathroomwhilehe

finishedgettingready.



AtNomayeza'shouse...

Nomvulacamedownandtookherseataroundthe

tableaseveryonehadtheirfood...

Nomvula:haiboguyswhyareyouallthisquiet?

Nomayeza:youcanaskthemagain.Itriedtostarta

conversationwiththembeforeyoucamedownbut

nothing

Nomvula:Lelo...

Nombulelo:whatNomvula?

Nomvula:nodon'tspeaktomelikethathawu

Nombulelo:whatdoyouwant?Isitaproblemtoeat

quietly?

Nomvula:it'snotaproblembutweareneverthis

quietaroundthetable,MrZulu?

Zulu:yesnana?

Nombulelo:whydoyoulikeaddressinguslikethat?



Itoldyouit'screepy

Nomayeza:Nombulelowhat'sgoingonwithyou?

Nombulelo:nothing

Nomayeza:thenwhyareyouangry?

Zulu:imsorryNomvulaifcallingyounanais

offensiveidon'tmeantomakeyouuneasy

Nomvula:itsokMrZuluNombuleloisjustgoing

throughherownthings

Nombulelo:imgoingtogototheshopsdoyou

needanythingma?

Nomayeza:ineedafewthingsbutiwillgetthem

myself

Nombulelo:whydon'twegotogether?Vula?

Nomvula:ohnowyouwanttogooutwithme?

Nombulelo:mxm

Nomvula:youcan'tbarkatmelikethatandexpect

metojumptoyouroutinginvitation

Nomayeza:nawefuthiVula?(Youtoo)



Nombulelo:justsayyoucan'tandstopbeating

aroundthebush

Nomvula:ican'tandbesidesihavesomestudying

todo

Nombulelo:seetherewasnothinghardaboutthat.

Soweusingyourcarormine?

Nomayeza:mine

Zulu:soyouguysareleavingme?

Nomayeza:sorrylovebutyouneedtorestplusi

needtospendtimewithmydaughtersothatshe

tellsmeaboutherfirstweekatwork

Nombulelo:don'tremindme

ZulusecretlysmiledlookingatNomvulawhowas

focusedonherfoodwhileNombulelotookherplate

tothekitchen.

InThembisa...



Leratostretchedcomingoutofherroomasher

motherstoodbythedoorholdingherwaistwithher

handbagonhershoulder...

Lerato:mamamandon'teverdothat?

Pontsho:kanneteotswakamorengosahlapaleho

hlapaLeratooshebilenakomara?(Youreallyare

goingtocomeoutofyourroomwithoutbathing,did

youseethetime)

Lerato:comeonmawestillhavetime

Pontsho:watsebamohatlaotseyasebakaseseka

kanghobutswa?Senhlollekeahokopa(doyou

knowhowlongittakesforanoxtailtocook?Don't

trymeplease)

Lerato:whydowehavetocookoxtail?

Pontsho:kebatlantateyaleailatswemenwanaena

yahaeabonehoremohwahwadiaheotsebao

phehamarakesebeletsawenamonacomeoneya

hohlapakehofametsotsoelesome(iwantthat

mantolickhisfingers.Iwanthimtoseehowmuch



ofacookhismotherinlawis.Youhave10minutes

tobath)

Lerato:motherinlawagain?Haemaoseonametsa

thabajwalennaleMolaoemparesebetsammoho

felaefellamoo(youareexaggeratingnow,Molao

andiarejustcolleaguesandthat'sthat)

Pontsho:bonalesahosenyanakookenebateng

manhaibo(stopwastingtimeandgobath)

Shesaidpushingherbackinherbedroomandwent

tositdownwhileLeratosighedpouringsomewater

intoherbathtub.

Atthemall...

InlongbaggyjeansandacroptopMbalilooked

aroundforSamkelo'scaranddialedher...

Mbali:hiauntySammyimherewhereareyouat?



Samkelo:ijustparked.Icanseeyoulooktoyour

farleft(shestuckherhandoutwaving)

Mbali:ohyeahiseeyou

Shehungupandsmiledwalkingbetweenthecars

goingtowheresheparked.Beforecrossingtothe

lineSamkelowasparkingatablackSUVvan

stoppedinfrontofherandwhilestillconfuseda

hugemangrabbedherandpulledherinasshe

screamedforSamkelodroppingherphone...

Samkelo:whatthefuck!(Gotofthecar)heystop!

Somebodystopthatcartheyjusttookmyniece!

Somebodyhelp!Shit!

Shesaidrunningafteritasitdroveawaywhile

everyonelookedonshocked...

Samkelo:don'tjuststandtherecallthepolice!



ShesaidrunningbacktohercarandpickedMbali's

phoneanddialedherhusband.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Samkelo:comeoncomeonloveansweryour

phone

ShesaidpacingaroundhercarpantingasSbu's

phonejustrangunanswered...



Samkelo:thingisidon'twantZaneleandBongani

topanicthat'sifhe'shomeanyway.Comeonlove

wakeupandansweryourphoneihopeitsnoton

silent(itrangunansweredagain)ohno.Comeon

Samkelothink.Thinkmygirlthink

Shepacedaroundtakingdeepbreathswhilepeople

startedtouploadstatus...

"Kidnappingjusthappenedinfrontofus"

"ayoungladyseemstobeinherlateteenyearshas

justbeenabductedinfrontofme.Whathasthe

worldcometo"

"SouthAfricaishonestlynotsafe.Anabduction

justhappenedinMallofAfrica"

Samkelo:let'stryforthelasttimetheysaythird



timeisacharm(shedialedasheanswered)

Sbu:love?

Samkelo:ohthankyoulord.Honeydon'tpanickok

butMbalijustgotabductedinfrontofme

Sbu:(satup)what!?

Samkelo:yeslovesoineedyoutodrivetowaterfall

andletZaneleandBonganiknowiftheyarehome

Sbu:oklove.Didyoucallthepolice?

Samkelo:iaskedthepeoplewhowitnessedthe

wholethingtocallthepolicesoiguessihaveto

stayhereuntiltheycome

Sbu:imputtingmyshoesonnowanddon'tworry

wearegoingtofindherok

Samkelo:honeythecarisgone

Sbu:didyouseetheplatenumber?

Samkelo:(touchedheforeheadclenchingherteeth)

fuck!Iforgotlovebutihaveherphoneherewithme

shedroppedit

Sbu:okloveimlockingthehouse.Ihopeyouareok



thoughmakesuretodrinkwaterok

Samkelo:yeslovehurry

Sbu:bye

Samkelo:byebabe

Shehungupandsighedleaningdownholdingher

knees...

Samkelo:Godknowsididn'twantanyofthisto

happenalliwantedtodowas...

Shefrozeinthatpositionwithafrownonherface

asathoughtcrossedhermind...

Samkelo:Dianne.Flip!Itcanonlybeher(shedialed

her)

Dianne:hi

Samkelo:whateveryouaretryingtododon'tdoit



becauseyouwon'tlikethesideofZaneleyouare

poking

Dianne:whatareyouonabout?

Samkelo:geezdammitDianneimnotachildiknow

youtookher

Dianne:whoSamkelo?

Samkelo:Zanele'sdaughterdammitDianne.Iknow

youwanttodealwithherbuttrustmeyouare

diggingyourowngrave

Dianne:youarenotmakinganysenserightnow

becauseimwithAlexathomesoidon'tknowwhat

youaretalkingabout

Samkelo:forthelastDianneibegyoupleaseidon't

wanttobecaughtbetweentwopeoplewhoboth

happentobemyfriendsfighting.Justsoyouknow

Zaneledoesn'tholdbackwhenitcomestoher

husbandandchildrentakeitasawarningmylove

Dianne:youknowwhatbyeSamkelo

Samkelo:bye



Shehungupandclickedhertongueshakingher

headasthepolicecararrived...

Man:thisistheladywhoaskedustocallyou

officer

Officer:goodmorningma'amwhatreallyhappened?

Samkelo:myfriend'sdaughtercalledMbalinhle

Jolajustgotabductedafewminutesago

Officer:didyouseetheperpetrators?

Samkelo:nosirbuttheyweredrivingablackSUV

andthewindowsaretinted

Officer:platenumber?

Samkelo:ididn'tseeit

Woman:therewasnoneofficer

Officer:okwhatwasshewearing?

Samkelo:bluetornbaggyjeans,awhitecroptop

(closedhereyes)whitenikesneakersknownas

airforce,ablackpouchandademincowboyhat

like



Officer:okthanks.Whatwasthepurposeofthe

meetingagain?

Samkelo:iwascomingtogiveherhernewsetof

makeup

Officer:yourfullnamesagain?

Samkelo:SamkeloDlomo

Officer:ok.Didyoucallherparents?

Samkelo:noparentwouldlovetoheartheirchildis

abductedoverthephonesoicalledmyhusbandto

gotelltheminwaterfall

Officer:okpleasetellthemtocometoThembisa

policestationrightaway

Samkelo:(grinnedclosinghereyes)onething

officer

Officer:shehadafalloutwithherparentsandwas

stayingwithherbabydaddy

Officer:doyouperhapsknowhim?(Samkelofroze

andzonedout)ma'am,doyouknowhim?

Samkelo:no,nonoidon'tofficer



Officer:okgetintouchwiththeparentswewillbe

waitingforthem

Samkelo:ok

Officer:besafe

TheyleftasSamkelosighedtappingherphonewith

hernailsandgotinhercarshakingherhead...

Samkelo:youcouldhavesaidyouknowhim

Sammy

Mbali'sphonerangasshefrownedlookingat

Mandla'sname...

Samkelo:bloodypervert(sheanswered)

Mandla:love?

Samkelo:areyounotevenashamedofyourself?

Mandla:(frownedconfused)what?



Samkelo:youarespeakingtoSamkelo

Mandla:(hungup)shit

Samkelo:bloodybastardhangsuponme

Sheclickedhertongueanddialedhimbuthedidn't

answer...

Samkelo:(senthimatext)Mbalihasbeenabducted

intheparkinglot

Mandla:(called)whatdidyoujustsay?

Samkelo:yescometomycarimattheeastwing

parking

Heputhisphoneinhispocketandrantothe

parkinglotandlookedforSamkelo'scaruntilhe

foundit...

Mandla:hi



Samkelo:yourbloodypervertwayshavemadeyour

wifeabductapoorchild

Mandla:(sighed)thatevilwitch

Samkelo:uh-ahdon'tyoudareturnthetables.You

knowverywellyouareatfaultfordoingwhatyou

did.Don'tyoudareblameDianne

Mandla:whycan'tyourfriendjustacceptfate?I

don'twantheranymore

Samkelo:butyourfriend'schild?Urghsiesman

Mandlayouaredisgusting.Whichcardidyoucome

with?

Mandla:hers

Samkelo:unfortunatelyshehasthekeyswithher.

Wearegoingtoyourhouseforyoutotalktoyour

wifeandjustsoyouknowthepolicearealready

involvedandknowinghowstubbornDianneisyou

shouldalsoprepareyourselfforyouaregoingto

faceMbali'sparents

Mandlaswallowedandsighedrubbinghisforehead



whileSamkeloreversedoutoftheparking.

AttheJola's...

Bonganiswitchedofftheengineofhiscarand

sighedgettingoff.Hedraggedhimselftothefront

doorwhileZanelelookedathimfromthebalcony.

Shewentouttothestaircaseasheopenedand

sighedagainputtinghisheadagainstthedoor

tryingtojoghismemoryaboutwhatreally

happenedbetweenhimandValentine...

Zanele:yeah,that'showtheguiltofcheatingfeels

likehoney

Bongani:(turned)what?

Zanele:youheardme

Bongani:ijustneedashowerandsleep

Zanele:gobacktowhereyoucomefromBongani

imnotgoingtoletyougoanyfurtherinthishouse



withallthebadluckonyou

Bongani:Zaneleimnotinthemood

Zanele:andyoucaneventakemycartogoride

withherinit

Bongani:whatareyoutalkingaboutZanele?Fillme

upsothaticanunderstandwhyyouareactingthe

wayyouare

Zanele:behonestwithmeBonganiareyou

cheatingonmewithValentine

Bongani:excuseme?

Zanele:youheardme

Bongani:soyouthinkimthatofalowlife?Ican

sleepwithmyownPA?

Zanele:thenexplainthisdammit!

Shethrewthetissueathimashefrownedpickingit

upandopenedit...



Bongani:what'sthis?

Zanele:sincewhendon'tyouknowhowacondom

lookslike?

Bongani:wheredidyougetthis?

Zanele:inyourcarBongani.Yousleptwiththat

loosebitchinyourcar!

Bongani:youneedtostopdisrespectingValentine

likethat

Zanele:(chuckled)wowBonganisoyouaregoing

tostandthereanddefendisfebesakho?

Bongani:(sighed)Zaneleidon'thavetimeforyour

tantrumsandiknownothingaboutthisstupid

condom(hethrewitaway)onethingiwillneverdo

ishavesexwithsomeoneinacariwouldrathergo

toaguesthouse

Zanele:ohsothat'swhereyouwentwithherlast

night?OkBonganiit'sfine

Bongani:ZaneleiwaswithSbuattheguesthouse

Zanele:ohsoimafoolnow?HowcanSbulethisill

wifesleepalone?



Bongani:Zanele...

Zanele:Bonganinditheit'sfine.Youknownothing

aboutthecondomandyoudidn'tsleepwithherat

theguestlodge.Allthosearejustfarfetched

storiesibuiltinmyhead.Fine

Bongani:Zanele

Zanele:justleavemealone

Shesaidgoingdownthestairsandheadedtothe

studyashetriedtoholdherhandbutshepulledit

fromhim.Sheclosedthestudydoorandlocked

herselfinsidethensliddownthedoorcoveringher

mouthastearsrolleddown.Bonganisighedsitting

onthestairsandrubbedhisheadasthegatebell

rang...

Bongani:Jolaresidencehello?

Sbu:it'sSbuopenup

Bongani:ohok



HeopenedupasSbudroveinandparkedhiscar

headingtothehouse...

Bongani:hibuddywhat'sup?

Sbu:hi(smelledawomanperfume)where'sZee?

Bongani:inthestudy

Sbu:okineedtotalktoyouguys

Bongani:iseverythingok?

Sbu:justgetyourwife

Bongani:ok(hetookastepasSbupulledhimback)

whatnow?

Sbu:(whispered)soyousleptwithher?

Bongani:(frowned)what?Areyounuts?

Sbu:comeonBonganiyousmelllikeawomanand

itsnotZanele

Bongani:ohsoyouknowhowmywifesmells?

Sbu:icouldsmellValentine'sperfumelastnight



andit'stheexactscentcomingfromyou.Theleast

youcouldhavedonewasto...

Zanele:(sniffed)Sbu

Sbu:(clearedhisthroat)ohhiMrsJ

Zanele:iseverythingok?

Sbu:(frowned)youreyesarered

Zanele:justanallergy

Sbu:ohok.Maywepleasesit

Zanele:what'sgoingon?

Sbu:intheloungeplease

Zanele:Sbu?

Sbu:comeZee

ShelookedatSbuthenturnedtoBonganiwho

lookedawayastheywenttothelounge...

Sbu:imabouttotellyousomethingbutdon'tpanic



Zanele:whatisit,isSammyok?Pleasedon'ttellme

that...

Sbu:nonoSammyisokZee,it'sMbali

Zanele:(frowned)whatabouther?

Bongani:Zaneleitoldyouthat...

Sbu:shehasbeenabducted

Both:what!?

Bongani:Sbuwhatdidyoujustsay?

Sbu:MbaligotabductedinfrontofSammyatthe

mall

Zanele:(swallowed)Sbuareyousureaboutwhat

youaresaying?

Sbu:yes.Sammycalledthepolice

Zanele:wheredidthishappen?

Sbu:MallofAfrica

Bongani:it'stheblesser'swife.Zanelewhatdidi

saytoyouifMbaligotintotrouble?

Zanele:ohshutupBonganimydaughterismissing



andyouthinkyoucansitthereandbarkatmewhile

yousmelllikeanotherwoman?

Bongani:Zanele

Zanele:isaidshutup!Sbuanymoredetailsonthis?

Sbu:Sammysaysthepoliceofficerssaidyou

shouldcomethroughtothestation

Bongani:oklet'sgo

Zanele:(frowned)whereareyougoing?

Bongani:tofindmychild

Zanele:whileyoureekofsex?Sbulet'sgo

Sbu:Zeecomeonhe...

Zanele:Sbulet'sgo.Youandihavealotoftalking

todo

Bongani:iwillbebehindyouguys

Zanele:uyaphiBongani?

Bongani:MbaliismychildZanele

Zanele:youlosttherightofcallingheryourchild

themomentyousawitfittopenetratethatbitch's



minehole

Sbu:yooh

Bongani:wow

Zanele:Sbu!

Sbu:yeahyeah

ShetookherphoneandfollowedSbuoutwhile

Bonganishookhisheadwatchingthemleave.He

clickedhistongueandwentuptoshower.Sbu

quietlydroveoutandincreasedtheradiovolumeas

Zanelereducedit...

Zanele:nooffencebutpleasedrivelikeaman

Sbu:iamZee

Zanele:youareanhonestpersonright?

Sbu:yes

Zanele:whowasoutwithyouguyslastnightand

pleasedon'tliesayingyouguyswenttotheguest



houseafterwardsbecauseiknowyouwouldnever

haveSammysleepalone

Sbu:withallduerespectZeepleasekeepmeoutof

yourmaritalproblems

Zanele:alliwanttoknowiswhowereyouguys

withlastnight.WasitValentine?

Sbu:who'sthat?

Zanele:wowSbusoyouaregoingtolietomyface?

Sbu:(sighed)okZanelewewerewithher

Zanele:whattimedidyouleavetheclub?

Sbu:2am

Zanele:youwenttoyourhouse?

Sbu:yes

Zanele:andthem?

Sbu:ileftthemattheclub

Zanele:ohokthankyou

Sbu:sothat'sitihavejustthrownmymanyyears

offriendshipwithBonganidownthedrain?



Zanele:noit'sfinejusttellhimyoudidn'ttellme

whenheasksyou

Sbu:whatareyougoingtodo?

Zaneleeyedhimandincreasedtheradiovolumeas

hesighedsoftlyshakinghishead.

AttheJele's...

AssoonasSamkeloparkedhercarintheyard

MandlagotoffandslammedthedoorasSamkelo

pacedbehindhim...

Samkelo:iboughtthiscarwithmoneydoyouhear

me?Don'teverslamthedoorlikethat

Mandla:saveitSamkelo(roughlypushedthedoor)

witch!

Dianne:heeey!Howdareyouberoughonmydoor

likethat?



Mandla:whereisshe?

Dianne:who?

Mandla:youknowwhoimtalkingabout

Dianne:Alexgoplay(heleft)Samkelowhat'sthis?

Samkelo:okfriendiknowyouareangrybutcome

onthisisnotworthit

Dianne:(chuckled)people,what?

Mandla:dammitDiannestopbeinghardheaded!

Samkelo:yohMandlayouarenothelpingnawe

fundinicanyoupleasecalmdown

Mandla:tellthisfriendofyourstoletgoofthepoor

child

Dianne:youknowwhat,ifyouguysarenotgoingto

saywhyyouareherekindlyleavebecauseim

havingsometimewithmysonsomethingyouknow

nothingaboutMandlaanddefinitelyyouSamkelo

Samkelo:(widenedhereyes)haibo!

Dianne:youheardmenowleave



Mandla:Samkelolet'sgoasforyouDianneyouare

goingtoregretthis

Samkelo:gowithwho?Youhitchhiketowhere

you'refrombecauseimdonewiththis.Imgoingto

myhouseandfocusonmymarriageandmyhealth

andyesDianneiwillneverknowwhatitfeelsliketo

haveachild.Youthinkichosetohavecancer?So

muchforbeingafriend.MaytheGodyouprayto

forgiveandgiveyouplentymydear

SheleftasDianneswallowedlookingather...

Mandla:youseewhyiwantadivorce?Younever

deservedme

Dianne:getoutMandla,getthehellout!

Shesaidpushinghimoutandclosedthedoor

sighing...



Alex:mamawhy...

Dianne:shutupAlex!

OutsideSamkelocarefullyjoinedtheroadwhile

Mandlawalkedtothestop.Shetriedtodistract

herselffromDianne'swordsbuthermindfailedher

astearsblurredhervisionandsheswervedtothe

sideandparked.Shesatbackrubbingherchinwith

herfingertryingtoblockthetearsbutfailedasshe

burstintoacry.Shetookherphoneandcalledher

husband...

Sbu:honeyimwithZaneleatthepolicestation

Samkelo:(crying)babeimhurting

Sbu:what'swronglove?

Samkelo:myownfriendlove,myownfriendused

mysickness,somethingididn'tchoose...(hervoice

broke)ohthixo(sheswallowedapainfullump)

Sbu:whereareyou?



Samkelo:afewmetersawayfromtheirhouse.Baby

myownfriend,theonlypersonitrustedwithmylife

afterZaneleusedmysicknessagainstme.What

haveidonetodeservethis?

Sbu:okbabeimcomingokeverythingwillbegood.

Iwillcalloneofthedriverstocomegetyourcar

thenweuseminetogethomeletmesaybyeto

Zanele

Samkelo:ok

ShehungupstillcryingwhileSbuswallowedgoing

backinside...

Sbu:kindlyexcuseme,ZeeSammyisnotfeeling

wellsoimgoingtoattendtoherok

Zanele:ohokkeepmepostedabouthowshe's

doing

Sbu:sure



HeleftandbumpedintoBonganibythemain

entrancewhoblockedhisway...

Sbu:whatareyoudoing?

Bongani:whatdidyousaytoher?

Sbu:untilyouandMandlastopyourstupiditydon't

evercallmeagain.Moveoutofthewaymywife

needsme.

Hepushedhimoutofthewayandclickedhis

tonguegoingtohiscarwhileBonganifrowned

lookingathimandwentinsidewheretheofficers

showedhimwheretogo.Heknockedandwas

welcomedinasZanelestood...

Zanele:whatareyoudoinghere?

Bongani:Mbaliismychildtoo

Zanele:Bonganileave!

Officer:ma'amwait



Zanele:waitmyfoottellthismanwhoretoleave!

Officer:ma'ammindwhereyouare

Zanele:Bonganiisaidgetthehelloutofhere!

Shetriedtoattackhimbuthegrabbedherhands

andheldthemtogetherwithonehand...

Bongani:getoffyourhighhorsewoman.

Officer:okifyouguysdon'tbreakitoffimgoingto

haveyoubothlockedup

Bongani:imMbali'sfatherandihavealltherightto

behere

Zanele:ohokthenyoutakeoverandfindyour

daughter

Bongani:soyouaregoingtoleave?

Zanele:imnotgoingtobeinthesamespacewith

you

Bongani:butwearemarriedZanele



Officer:(hitthedesk)okenoughthebothofyou!

Enough!Thisisapolicestationnotafreedom

squaredoyouhearme?Achildismissinghere

whichhappenstobeyours.Whateverdifferences

youhavethrowthemoutthereandfocusonhelping

usfindthechild.Nowwhendidsheleavethehouse?

ZaneleswallowedlookingatBonganiandthentook

herseatnexttohim.

AtXaba'shouse...

ZinolaughedwithXaba'ssonashegotafewfiles

fromhiscarandputthemonthekitchencounter...

Jason:canwegonowdad?

Xaba:yessonlet'sgo

Jason:finally(theylaughed)

Zino:iseeyouareexcitedtoseethemovie



Jason:ohyes.Myfriendsfromschooltellmethat

theyalwaysgothereandthetvisbiglikethis(they

laughedasheshowedthem)

Xaba:okokboylet'sgobeforeitgetsfull.Didyou

pee?

Jason:nope

Xaba:comelet'sgoreleasethewatermyboy

Jason:ahpapaimok

Xaba:nonoimnotgoingtositforthatmyboyetla

Jason:ahmarawenapapanakoyaresia(you

thoughdad,wearerunningoutoftime)

Xaba:comeJ

HewhinedfollowinghisdadwhileZinosmiled

lookingatthem...

Zino:awwsocute(theygotinthebathroom)but

notascuteasmefindingwhat'sinthesefiles



Shequicklywenttothefilesonthekitchencounter

andwentthroughthemlookingforBulldozer'scase

file.ShesawitwhileinthebathroomXabaflushed

asshequicklywentbacktowhereshewas

standing...

Xaba:youseethatyouneededtopee?

Jason:yesdad

Zino:(smiled)who'sreadyforthemovies?

Jason:(jumped)me!

Zino:goodlet'sgo

Jason:canisitinthefront?

Xaba:nokidssitatthebackontheirbabyseat

Jason:butdaddyiloveauntyZino'scarinthefront

seat

Zino:(laughed)rememberdadisanofficerright

Jason:urghmancan'tyouchange



Xaba:unfortunatelynotmyboy

JasonwhinedleadingthewayoutasZinolookedat

thefilesonelasttimeandfollowedhimwhileXaba

lockedthedoor...

Zino:(smiledgivinghimthekeys)youdrive

Xaba:(smiled)areyousure?

Jason:canwegonow!?

Zino:youdon'twanttokeephimwaitingnowdo

you

Hesmiledtakingthekeysashegotinthedriver's

seatwhileshegotinthepassengerside.Hestarted

theengineanditwassoftasmilk...

Xaba:wow

Jason:soundsbetterthanyourcar



TheylaughedasZinoswitchedonthescreen

behindthedriver'sseatforJasontowatchhis

cartoons.

AtMbali'shouse...

AftergettingherclothesfromtheJola's,Valentine

openedthegateanddroveinandparkedinMbali's

space.Shesmiledpullingherbagsandunlocked

thefrontdoor...

Valentine:(smiled)JordanSparksoncesaidtake

onestepatatime.HereyouareVabouttoowna

wholehouse.RestinpeaceinadvanceMbaliJola

beingabitchhasnoresultsbutleadstoeternallife.

Shesmiledslowlymovingherfingeronthecouch...



Valentine:nextupisyourparent'smarriageand

legacy

Shelaughedtakingthehouseleaseoutofher

handbagandpouredherselfaglassofwine...

Valentine:MandlaJeleboughtValentineLotterina

wholehouse.(Smiled)therecanonlybeonequeen

andthat'sValentine"Vivacious"Lotterin.Alotof

themcanlearnalotfromyoubabes

Shechuckleddowningawholeglassofwineat

once.

^

^

^

^

^



.....
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28

SbuparkedinfrontofSamkeloandquicklygotoff

hiscargoingtoher.Heopenedthedoorandhelped

heroutastheyhugged...

Sbu:sssh,itsokmyloveimherenow

Samkelo:imhurtbabeimreallyhurt

Sbu:ifshecansaysuchthingstoyouthatmeans

youguyswerenotmeanttobefriends.Youdon't

usesomeone'sshortfallstohurtthem,wetheryou

arefightingornotit'snotgood.Comelet'sgo

Samkelosniffedwipinghertearsasataxistopped

bythemwithamancomingout.Sbugavehim

Samkelo'scarkeyswhiletheywentintoSbu'scar...



Sbu:whatreallyhappened?

Samkelo:iaskedhertoletgoofMbali

Sbu:what!?

Samkelo:wefoundoutthatMbaliistheone

sleepingwithMandla

Sbu:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Samkelo:yesandweagreedthatallwearegoingto

getfromMbaliisherconfessionthatsheisindeed

sleepingwithherfather'sfriend.NowDiannewants

herheadonatrayshe'stheonewhotookher

Sbu:didyoutellthepolicethis?

Samkelo:(swallowed)no

Sbu:whynotbabe?

Samkelo:loveididn'twantitlooklikeimtheone

ruiningthefriendshipifit'sgoingtocomeoutit

shouldbefromMbaliandMandla

Sbu:soyouwerenotgoingtodelivermakeupto

herbuttoambushher?

Samkelo:iwenttogivehermakeupthingsloveand



alsotalktoheraboutitbutidon'tknowhowDianne

knewwhereweweregoingtomeetbecauseididn't

tellherjustforMbali'ssafety

Sbu:sheobviouslyhadyoufollowedbabecomeon.

Youshouldhavepostponedthemeeting

Samkelo:imsorryfornotbeinghonestwithyou

love

Sbu:imabitdisappointedbutitsoklovefromnow

onwefocusonourhomewearedonewithbeing

caughtbetweensituationswehaveourown

problems

Samkelo:iwasthinkingthesamethingaswell

Sbu:ihadtotellZanelethetruthaboutBonganiand

Valentine

Samkelo:whatreallyhappened?Theyslept

together?

Sbu:theyobviouslydidbecauseBonganididn't

sleephomeandwhenigottheretotellthemabout

Mbaliicouldsmellherperfumeonhimandit

lookedliketheywerefightingbecauseZanele's



eyeswerered

Samkelo:yohthat'saproblemimhonestlynot

goingtogetinvolvedinthematteriwilljustsupport

herasafriendbuttobeinvolvedinwhatevershe

willbeplanningsoze(never)

Sbu:good.Ithinkyoushouldgoandtellthepolice

aboutthisbecauseonceDianneisarrestedshe's

goingtoimplicateyouthenyougetchargedfor

beinganaccompliceinMbali'sabduction

Samkelo:idon'twanttogetinvolvedbabe

Sbu:butyoualreadyarelovethefactthatyouwere

planningtogoambushherwithDiannewill

definitelystandincourtandyouknowhowcunning

andconnivingZanele'slawyercanbe.He'sgoingto

sayyouweretheretomakesurethatithappened

andyounottellingthepolicethetruthwillthrow

youfurtherunderthebus

Samkelo:(sighed)okbabeihearyouwewillgobut

alliwantnowistheintimatebraaiyoupromisedme.

Fromnowonit'sjustthetwoofus

Sbu:yesitootoldBonganithatifhimandMandla



don'tchangetheirwaystheyshouldn'tbother

callingme

Samkelo:(heldhishand)iloveyouok

Sbu:(kissedherhand)iloveyoumorehoney

TheysmiledatoneanotherasSamkelotookwater

whilehismanconcentratedontheroad.

AttheCinema...

Zino'sphonevibratedasshewhisperedtoXaba

andheadedout...

Zino:hisis

Zanele:(pacingaroundthestudy)whereareyou?

Zino:atthecinemalikeitoldyoulove.What'sup?

Zanele:Mbalihasbeenabducted

Zino:saywhatnow!?



Zanele:thismorningatthemallrightinfrontof

Samkeloandalotofpeople

Zino:(frowned)Samkelo?

Zanele:yes

Zino:didtheygettheplatenumberatleast?

Zanele:notheSUVhadnoplatenumber.Theysay

everythinghappenedsofastandtheydidn'tsee

anyoneasthewindowsweretintedaswell

Zino:okiwillgetmyguytotrackherphone

becauseican'tleavenow

Zanele:theproblemisshedroppeditit'sherewith

me

Zino:whydidshemeetwithSamkelo?

Zanele:shehadtogiveheranewmakeupset

Zino:withherphonewithyouthere'snowaywecan

trackher.Anyoneyouthinkhasabonetopickwith

youbesidesZulu?

Zanele:(heldherforehead)shit!

Zino:what?



Zanele:Kumkani

Zino:whatabouthim

Zanele:thatbloodyshittellsmeheventuredintoa

businesswhilehemeansadrugbusiness

Zino:tellmeyou'rejoking

Zanele:imseriousashell.Hesaidhewasgoingto

poachclientsfromotherdealers

Zino:fuckitmustbethem

Zanele:youknowwhatletmecallhim

Zino:alright.Don'texpectmelaterokiwilltellyou

allaboutittomorrow

Zanele:ohoklovebesafe

Zino:sure.Iwillcontactmyguystokeepanearon

thegroundforme

Zanele:okbabesbye

TheyhungupasZaneledialledKumkani'snumber

checkingthecoast...



Zanele:thesekidsaregoingtobethedeathofme

youknow

Kumkani:hel...

Zanele:bloodyshit!Whatdiditellyouaboutputting

thisfamilyindanger?

Kumkani:what?

Zanele:u'ngashonywatkumkumkani(don'tsay

whattome).Yoursisterhasbeenabducted

Kumkani:what!?

Zanele:ibetterhavemydaughterhomebeforethe

endofdayorelseyouandyourpeoplearegoingto

knowwhoZaneleJolaisdoyouunderstandme?

Kumkani:momitstooearlyforthesepeopleto

noticethatimsupplyingtheirclients

Zanele:youthink?Kumkanistoptakingthislightly

yoursistercoulddiedoyouknowthat?

Kumkani:mamaiftheyhadtakenhertheywould

havetoldme



Zanele:there'sathingcalledindirect

communicationandwhereareyouanyways?

Kumkani:atafriend's

Zanele:doingwhat?

Kumkani:don'tactlikeyouforgotwhatyoudid

Zanele:nowisnotthetimeKumkaniwehavetofind

yoursisterifpushcomestoshoveimgoingtoend

uptellingyourfatheraboutwhatyouaredoing

Kumkani:mamano

Zanele:thenhaveMbalihomebeforethesunsets

Kumkani:momidon'tknowanythingaboutMbali's

abduction.Ifitwereotherdealerstheywould

have...(shehunguponhim)shit!

Lazer:whatisit?

Kumkani:mysisterismissingnowmomthinksits

otherdealerswhotookher

Lazer:theywouldhavespokentoyoumoss

Kumkani:exactlybutshedoesn'twanttolisten



Lazer:thisiswhyitoldyouthattellingyourmother

aboutthiswasnotagoodidea

Kumkani:wellithoughtshewouldn'tmindsince

shelivesadangerouslife

Lazer:dangeroushow?Yourmom'sbusinessesare

legit

Kumkani:sheownsagun

Lazer:sowhat?Mostpeopleowngunsthatdoesn't

meantheylivedangerouslivesit'sjustforsafety.

Youknowhowmuchyourfamily'ssafetymattersto

yourmother

Kumkani:whatshouldidonow?

Lazer:gohomeandtrytomakeherunderstandthat

itsnototherdealers

Kumkani:andshethreatenstotelldadaboutthe

drugsifMbaliisnothomebeforethesunsets

Lazer:yohbruh?

Kumkani:ndizothini?(Whatimigoingtosay)

Lazer:maybeit'sasignthatweshouldletitgo



Kumkani:andthethousandsoforderswealready

havewhatshouldwedoaboutthem?

Lazer:letgoofthem

Kumkani:hellnoihavealreadyspokentomy

Colombiancontactandpaidthedepositthistime

aroundwearegetting150kg

Lazer:Kumkani?

Kumkani:yeahthat'sthatmyguyletmegohome

andseehowicansoftenherup.Imnotgoingtolet

goofgoodmoneyjustforastuckupspoiltbrat

Lazer:that'syoursisterbruh

Kumkani:yeahwhatever.Latermyguy

Lazer:sure

KumkanileftwhileLazershookhishead.Hetook

outapacketandmadealinewithhisbankcard,

rolledaR100noteandsniffed.Hesmiledsitting

backandletoutasoftsighofsatisfactionwithhis

eyesclosed...



Lazer:butthestuffisdamngoodnowonderwe

havesomanyorders.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Zuluheardwatersplashingoutsideandgotoffthe

wheelchairlimpingtothepoolside.Hesmiled

seeingNomvulainthewaterandtookaseatonthe

sunlounger.Shewentindeepandemergedfrom

anothersidecatchingherbreath...

Nomvula:(tookoffthegoggles)ohheythere

Zulu:youreallyareagoodswimmerhey

Nomvula:it'sactuallytheonlysportihaveever

loved.Ihavealotofmedalsfromwheniwasstillin

school.Theyknewthatwhenitcametoswimming

NomvulaJolawasobviouslygoingtobeinthetop

three



Zulu:wowthat'samazingDuminevertoldmeabout

it.Nowonderyouareingoodshape

Nomvula:(laughed)thankyouthoughitkindof

soundsweird

Zulu:how?Imcomplementingyouhere

Nomvula:onlyapersonhittingonanotherwould

saythat.Youaremorelikemydadsoidon'texpect

youtothrowinsuchcomplementsunlessiaskfor

it

Zulu:okokMsJolasorry(hesmiled)

Nomvula:it'sok

Shedidabackstroketowheresheputhertowel

anddrinkwhileZuluswallowedlookingatherflat

tummyandbellybuttonring.Herthighsshookas

shekickedthewaterwhileheclearedhisthroat

takingouthisphone...

Nomvula:(tookasip)sodidtheytellyouwhenthey

willbeback?



Zulu:noiguesstheyarehavingfun.Didyouread

thoughiheardyousayingyouwanttoread

Nomvula:yeahidid.Sowhenwillyourhousebe

finished?

Zulu:intwoweeksandhopeyouwillvisit

Nomvula:wedefinitelywill

Zulu:imeanyoualone

Nomvula:(frowned)whymealone?

Zulu:justtohangout

Nomvula:nothanks.Youarebeingcreepyyou

know

Zulu:hownow?

Nomvula:whywouldyouwantmetocometoyour

housealone?

Zulu:justforustobond

Nomvula:(chuckled)wehavedoneenoughbonding

andbesidesit'snotlikewedon'tknowoneanother.

Thepast3monthswereenoughforustoknowone

another.Soifivisityouitseithericomewithmom



orLelo

Zulu:stillnoproblem

Nomvula:areyouhungry?Imgoingtomakemyself

asnack

Zulu:iwillhavewhateveryouaremaking

Nomvula:ok

Shegotoutofthewaterandfixedherunderwear

andwrappedherselfwithatowelwhileZulu

secretlycheckedheroutpretendingtobeonhis

phone.Shetookherphoneandheadedinsideashe

checkedherjigglingbumandswallowed...

Zulu:damnthischildgotbunsfordays

AtLerato'shouse...

PontshoandMolaolaughedwhileLeratoshookher



headfinishingwithsettingherdiningtable...

Lerato:Molaomomisnottellingthetruth

Pontsho:kamantsweamangorekeleshanoLerato?

(Inotherwordsyousayimaliar)

Lerato:nkaseetsenthotseobolelangkatsona

mamayoh(iwouldneverdothethingsyouare

sayingididmom)

Molao:youwereachildLeratohowdoyouknow?

Lerato:ohokthen,mamahowoldwasi?

Pontsho:5years

Lerato:nomamano

Theylaughedtakingtheirseats...

Molao:thefoodlooksamazing.Bohobebonabo

nkhopotsamaanedithabeng(itremindsmeof

home)



Pontsho:honengkesayeLesothomara?(Been

longsinceiwenttoLesotho)Ratowehavetogo

thereverysoonwatseba

Lerato:withmytightscheduleidon'tthinkitwould

beanytimesoon

Pontsho:lonabananabamatsatsianaletshaba

hoyamahaenghobanengmara?(Youkidsoftoday

hardlygohome,why)

Lerato:timeshavechangedmama.

Molao:maywesaygracebeforeweeatplease

(theybowedtheirheads)Lordwethankyouforthis

dayandthefoodbeforeus.Blessthemandbless

usAmen

All:Amen

Pontsho:yourmotherdidwellwithyoumyson

Molao:thankyousomuch

Pontsho:asformykidsihonestlydon'tknowthe

kindofchildrentheyare.Theyallstoppedgoingto

churchat18years

Lerato:mama



Pontsho:what?It'sthetruthandyouknowit

Molao:itsnotlikeigotochurchmyselfbutiread

thebibleandipray

Lerato:exactly.Youdon'thavetogotochurchfor

youtobechristianenough

Pontsho:a'cheebanakahoyakerekengho

bohlokwahampe.KerekekemmelewaMorena(no

mykidsgoingtochurchisveryimportant.The

churchisthebodyofChrist)njwetsenghonahore

mohlanglenyalanghoetsiwajwang?KeofeMoruti

yokadumelanghonyadisabathobasakeneng

kereke?(Tellmewhichpastorwouldagreetomarry

youguysoffthetimeyougetmarriedwhileyou

nevergotochurch)

Lerato:haibomamawheredidwegettothattopic

now?

Pontsho:leatshwanelanahalebonekante?(You

guyslookgoodtogether)kapajwangLao?(Orwhat)

Molao:wearejustcolleagues

Lerato:yes



Pontsho:lekasenketsestlaelabanakelona(you

can'tfoolme)icanseepeopleinlovefroma

distanceandyoutwowantoneanother

Lerato:wellyouarewrongthistimearoundmama

Pontsho:(chuckled)ok.Sonjwetsengwanakamme

mmahooetsang?(Tellmemyboywhatdoesyour

motherdo)

Molao:she'safarmerandshesuppliesalotof

marketswithvegetablesandmeat

Pontsho:ohwowthat'sbeautifuliwouldloveto

meetheroneday

Lerato:pleasedoyourmomafavourandkeepher

awayfrommomplease

Pontsho:hobanengjwale?(Whynow)

Molao:yespleaseiwouldliketoknowaswell

Lerato:mymomistroublesome

Pontsho:bathongLeratootlohompuisajwalopele

hamonnahao?(Youaregoingtotalktomelikethat

infrontofyourman)



Lerato:monnaaka?Bathongmamarefihlileneng

tabengeo?NnaleMolaoresebetsammohoma

(whendidwegettherenowma?Molaoandiare

justcolleagues)thisiswhyiwantednothingtodo

withthislunchiknewyouweregoingtoembarass

melikethis

Molao:comeonLeratoshemeantnoharm

Pontsho:thankyoumyson.Stopbeingindenialyou

loveMolaoandyouwanthim

Lerato:youknowwhatithinkihavelostmy

appetite.Pleaseexcuseme

Pontsho:heebathongngwananaenwa.(Thischild)

Lerato?

Molao:justletherbemashewillcomearound.

Pontsho:atsebehorehaesahloleelengwanaa

khutlisehotefa(shemustknowthatshe'sno

longerachild.Shemuststopbeingacrybaby)

Molao:okokma.Sotellmeaboutyourself

Pontshosmiledtakingabitefromheroxtailpiece



andtoldhimaboutherself.

InMbali'shouse...

Valentineputherglassofwinedownandreduced

thetvvolume.Shereachedforherphoneandcalled

Bongani.Thecallgotcutasshescoffedanddialed

himagain...

Bongani:whatdoyouwant?Itoldyoutostayaway

fromme

Valentine:babecomeon

Bongani:babe?Valentineimyourbossanda

marriedmanatthat

Valentine:evenafterthegoodtimewehadlast

night?

Bongani:don'tyoueversaysuchthingsespecially

overthephonewhatifmywifehastappedmy

phone?



Valentine:that'sherproblemnotmineandshe

neverdeservedyouanyway

Bongani:excuseme?

Valentine:iwantyou

Bongani:imclosetofiringyou

Valentine:onwhatgrounds?

Bongani:flirtingwithyourbossandareyouaware

thatwhatyoudidwasrape?

Valentine:howcanirapeamanyoursize?

Bongani:yousleptwithmewithoutmyconsent

Valentine:wewerebothdrunk

Bongani:Valentinecanyoupleasestopwhatyou

aredoing?MydaughterismissingforChrist'ssake

Valentine:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Bongani:andmywifeknowsthatisleptwithyou

shecouldsmellyourperfumeonme

Valentine:canyoustopcallingthatexcusefora

womanawife?



Bongani:continuedoingwhatyouaredoingand

youwillfindaletterofdismissalonyourdeskon

Monday

Valentine:(smiled)imallalonelovedon'tyouwant

comeoversowecontinuewhereweleftof?

Bongani:youarecrazy

Heclickedhistongueandhunguponherasshe

smiledandtookasipofherwineasherphone

rang...

Valentine:(sighed)thispest(sheanswered)

Kumkani?

Kumkani:soyousawitfittingtostandmeuplast

night

Valentine:ihadanemergencytoattendto

Kumkani:andyoucouldn'tsendasimpletext?

Valentine:whyareyouworkedupanyway?

Kumkani:imnotworkedupijusthatepeoplewho



can'tkeeptotheirpromises

Valentine:look,yesweshaggedbutthatdoesn't

anddidn'tmeananything.Wewerebothhornyand

hadnoonebuteachothertohelpoutsodon'tthink

ioweyouanythingespeciallyexplantionsaboutmy

whereaboutsdoyouunderstand?

Kumkani:youknowwhatyoucanactuallycatchthe

nearestlifttohellbecauseitwasnotworthit

anyway.Girlslikeareusuallyfuckedbythewhole

street

Valentine:excuseme?

Kumkani:ididyouafavourthat'swhatimsaying

there'snothinggoodaboutyoupu$$y

Valentine:youbloodysonofabitchwhothehelldo

youthinkyouare?

Kumkani:youjustdidn'tinsultmymother

Valentine:ididandwhatareyougoingtodoabout

it?

Kumkani:don'tyoudarestartsomethingyoucan't

finish.



Valentine:gotohellKumkani

Kumkani:youfirst

HehunguponherasValentinebreathedheavily

downingherwine...

Valentine:thenerveofthisboy,there'snothing

goodaboutmypu$$y?Hemustbeonsomekindof

drug.Bloodyhell!

Shesaidgoingtothefridgetopourherselfanother

glassasthegateopenedandclosed.Shewentto

thewindowtocheckonwhoitwasanditwas

Mandla...

Valentine:(curvedherlips)verygoodlookinginlife

nowiseewhyMbaliisdoingeverythingtokeephim

Shesaidrunningtothecouchandtookherseatas



thedooropened...

Mandla:whoareyou?

Valentine:(smiled)himynameisValentineLotterin

Mandla:ohmxm,theladyMbalisaidwillcomestay

withusfortwodays

Valentine:yeah.Wheredidyouleaveherithought

youguyswentouttogether?

Mandla:Mbalihasbeenabducted

Valentine:what!?(Shesaiddroppingtheglasson

thecarpet)

Mandla:yeah.Herparentsandthepoliceare

lookingforherbuttheydon'tknowwheretostart

becausethere'snothingaboutthekidnappers

Valentine:that'ssad

Mandla:ineedtobathandseewhaticando.Make

yourselfathome

Valentine:thankyou.Imhereifyouneedanything



Mandla:sure,that'skindofyou

HesaidgoingtothemainbedroomwhileValentine

curvedherlipslookingathimandsmiledrollingher

eyes...

Valentine:(mumbled)gohometoyourwife

THATEVENING

InThembisa...

LeratoclosedhergateandsmiledatMolaowhile

Pontshosmiledlookingatthemthroughthe

windowastheytookawalk...

Molao:hionceagain

Lerato:hi



Molao:stillangry?

Lerato:imok

Molao:youshouldunderstandyourmotherbynow

thatshejustblurtsthingsout.Mymotheralways

doesthatandimusedtoit

Lerato:whatifyouweresomeonewhowouldn't

understand?

Molao:thatpersonwouldunderstandthatshe'san

elderandthat'showmosteldersarelike

Lerato:nosheembarassedme

Molao:youwillgetoverit.Here(hegavehera

lollipop)

Lerato:(smiled)reallyMolao?

Molao:yesreally.Iknowyoulovesweetssoi

thoughtishouldgetyouonetocalmyoudown

Lerato:awwthat'sverythoughtfulofyou.Thank

you(sheopenedit)

Molao:you'rewelcome.(Clearedhisthroat)so

what'syourfuturelookinglike?



Lerato:honestlyrightnowidon'tknowijusttake

whateachdaythrowsatme

Molao:oh,that'snice

Lerato:yeahbecauseifeellikethemoreyouplan

aheadthemorelifegetshard

Molao:soyouarenotaresolutionsperson?

Lerato:iwouldn'tsaythat.Idosetgoalsandthen

lettheuniversetakecontrol.Ifithappensnowgood,

ifithappensafter5yearsstillgood.Idon'tlike

pressurisingmyself

Molao:that'swonderful.Iforonebelieveinsetting

goalsandarchievingthematthetimeiplannedto

Lerato:ohisee.Soyouhaveneverhadtimeswhen

youfailedtofulfilthosegoals?

Molao:thereareplentyoftimes

Lerato:andhowdidyoufeel?

Molao:notgood

Lerato:yousee?Settinggoalsisgoodandnotgood

attimessoit'simportanttosetthemandletthe



universetakecontrol.Youendupdoing

unimaginablethingsjusttosatisfyyourself

Molao:truethat

Lerato:imeanforexampleyou'dsayyouwantto

buildahouseandthenfinancesgoagainstyouor

sayyouwanttogetmarriedthisyearandfindout2

weeksinmarriagethatyourspousehasbeen

cheatingonyouorthechildyouhavewithyour

spouseisnotyours

Molao:soyousayishouldn'tsayiwantgetmarried

tomorrow?

Lerato:imsayingtalktotheuniverseaboutitfirst

Molao:whatifyoulikesomeoneandwanttopersue

them?

Lerato:taketimeknowingthembeforeyoucantake

thatstep

Molao:ohiseebutwhatiftheheartsaysiwanther

orhimandyoushouldbetogethernow

Lerato:itsoktolistentoyourmindsometimes.Yes

weknowtheheartis"alwaysright"butthemindcan



comeinhandyattimes

Molao:ohok.Ilikeyou

Lerato:(chokedonhersaliva)huh?

Molao:(laughed)youjustdidn't

Lerato:(chuckled)whatdidyoujustsay?

Molao:isaidilikeyou

Lerato:how?

Molao:canishowyou?Hotweactionsspeaklouder

thanwords

Lerato:howareyougoingto...

Heheldherchinandlookeddownonhereyesas

sheswallowedlookingupathim...

Molao:likethis

Heslowlyleanedinforakissandplantedasoft

kiss.Lerato'sheartracedashewhisperedwithhis



foreheadonhers...

Molao:icanfeelyourheartbeat

Lerato:i...i...

Hesoftlyfrenchkissedherasshekissedhimback

wrappingherarmsaroundhisneckwhileheheld

herface.

AttheJola's...

Bongani:Zanelecanyoupleasestopit

Zanele:whereisshe!?Valentine!(Openedthe

emptycloset)ohsoshechosetorunaway.Well

sheknowswhoshe'sdealingwithnoonesleeps

withmymanandgetsawaywithit

Bongani:Zanelecanyouplease...

Zanele:hey!Don'tyoudareuyandiva?Don'tyou



daretouchmewithyourfilthycheatinghands

Bongani:comeonwehaveadaughtermissingwe

can'tbefightingoversomethingthat'snotthere

Zanele:howolddoyouthinkiamBongani?6?

Bongani:lovepleasecalmdown

Zanele:Sbusisotoldmethetruthdammit!

Bongani:huh?

Zanele:anddon'tyouthinkiknowhowshesmells?

Bongani:itwasamistakeandwewerebothdrunk

Zanele:wowBonganiareyoubeingseriousright

now?Amistakeblamedonalcohol?

Bongani:ithoughtshewasyou

Zanele:soismellcheap?Bonganiidon'twearR25

perfumedoyouunderstandme?Andneverinyour

lifethinkofcomparingmetothatslut!

Bongani:ipromiseyouitwillneverhappenagain

Zanele:ofcourseitwon'tbecauseyouaregoingto

fireher!



Bongani:okloveiwilldoit

Zanele:andifyouthinkyouaregoingtogetoffthis

thateasilythenyouhaveanotherthingcoming

Bongani:but...

Thegatebellrangashewenttoanswer...

Bongani:Jolaresidencehello?

Mandla:it'sMandla

Bongani:ohok

Heopenedforhimashedrovein.Hesighed

parkingandgotoffgoingtothehousewherehe

stoodbythefrontdoorandsighedagainshaking

hisheadthenknocked...

Bongani:comein

Mandla:goodevening



Zanele:(lookedathimfromdownup)whatareyou

doinghere?

Mandla:ihavetotellyouguyssomething

Theylookedatoneanotherandbackathimwith

frownsontheirfaces...

Bongani:whatisit?

Mandla:(lookeddownandswallowed)I'mMbali's

babydaddy

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Zanele:whatdidyoujustsay?

Bongani:yousonofabitch!

Helandedastrongpunchonhisfaceashe

staggeredbackwhileZanelefoldedherarms

shakingherhead...

Mandla:imsorry

Bongani:(chokedhim)howcouldyouMandla?How

dareyousleepwithmydaughter?A19yearold

Mandla?Why!?

Mandla:i...

Bongani:shutup!

Hesaidlettinggoofhisneckandpunchedhim

againashefellonhiskneesandputhishands

togetherlookingupatafumingBongani...



Mandla:iloveher

Bongani:itoldyoutoshutthefuckup!(Hekicked

himonhisfaceandwentontopofhim)my

daughterMandla(hepunchedhim)whenyouarea

marriedman(hepunchedhim)she'sonly19(he

puchedhim)howcouldyou!

HetriedtopunchhimagainbutZaneleheldhis

arm...

Bongani:letgoofmeZanele!

Zanele:that'senoughBonganiyoudon'twantto

landyourselfintrouble

Bongani:he'stheonewhohaslandedhimselfin

trouble!Howcouldhe!?Thispervertsleptwithmy

daughter!Whatifhemolestedhereverytimeweleft

herwithhim?

Mandla:(wipingbloodoffhislips)ipromiseyoui

neverdid



Bongani:shutup!

HetriedtokickhimbutZaneleblockedhim...

Zanele:canyoustopit!

Bongani:letmeteachthisjerkalesson.Mandlayou

aresupposedtobemyfriend,youaresupposedto

beafathertoMbalinotherblesserdammit(tears

builtinhiseyes)itrustedyoudude,itrustedyouto

(swallowedapainfullumpashisvoicebroke)i

trustedyoutotakecareofmychildren(cried)but

whatdidyoudo?

Zanele:babecalmdown

Bongani:noZanelethisbastardhastopayforwhat

hedid!Howdoyoulookmeintheeyeknowing

whatyouhavedone!?Answerme!

Mandla:imsorry

Bongani:stopsayingyouaresorrydammit!Doyou

thinkyourapologywillfixwhatyouhavebrokenin

thisfamily?Huh!Doyou...



HeattemptedtoattackhimagainbutZanele

blockedhim...

Zanele:Bongsno!

Bongani:hehasruinedourdaughter!Thisbastard

hasmadeourchildthinkoldermenaretheway.

HowcouldyouMandla!?Ifuckingtrustedyoudude,

i...

HecoveredhisfaceandburstintoacryasZanele

gavehimachairtositon...

Mandla:imsorrythatyouguyshadto...

Zanelelandedahotslapacrosshisfacewiththe

backofherhand...



Zanele:doyouseewhatyouhavedonetomy

husband?Huh?

Mandla:imsorry

Zanele:(slappedhimagain)youhavebrokenmy

husband'sheartsomethingihavealwaysprotected

himfromandyouknowthatverywellyetyoustill

wentoutofyourwaytohurthim.Doyouknowwhat

youractionshavedone?

Mandla:i...

Zanele:shutthefuckup!Youractionshavebroken

thisfamily.Myownhusbandsleptinaguestroom

forthefirsttimein20yearsofourmarriageall

becauseofyou!Why?WhyMandla!?

Mandla:iloveher

Bongani:(frowned)excuseme!?

Mandla:i...

Zanele:BonganiNo!

Bongani:Zanelemoveoutofmyway!



HeshovedZaneletothesideandgrabbedMandla

bythecollarofhist-shirt...

Bongani:whatdidyoujustsay?(Zaneleranup

stairs)

Mandla:(raisedhishands)imsorrybutiloveher

Bongani:Mandlamydaughter!?Someonewho

shouldseeyouasheruncle?

Mandla:yesandimgoingtoleavemywifeforher

Bongani:overmydeadbody!

HewasreadytopunchhimasZaneleshotthe

ceilingastheyfellontheirknees...

Zanele:whatwillbeatinghimupsolve?huh?

Mandlawhereismydaughter?

Mandla:(swallowedlookingatthegun)idon'tknow

Zanele:tellyourwifethatshehas24hrstogivemy



daughterbackorelseshewillknowwhoZaneleis.

Mandla:buti...

Zanele:getthefuckoutofmyyard!

Mandla:Zanelei...

Zanele:(pointedthegunathim)isaidgetthefuck

out!

HeswallowedandhurriedoutasZaneleopenedthe

gateforhimwhileBonganisilentlycriedsittingon

thefloor...

Zanele:imsorrylove

Bongani:howcanhedothistomeZanele?How

canMandladothistomydaughter?Ihavebeen

friendswiththisguyforsomanyyearsandtrusted

himwithourchildrenandthenhegoesanddoes

this?Whatifheusedtomolesthimwhenweleft

himwiththem?

Zanele:Kumkaniwouldhavetoldusbabe



Bongani:hecanstilldoitwhileKumkaniisasleep

Zanele.There'snowayachildwouldfalloverheels

forherfather'sfriendunlesssheorheisusedto

doingdirtythingswithhimorher

Zanele:it'soklove,wewilldefinitelygettothe

bottomofthis

Bongani:letgoofme!

Zanele:butimtryingtohelpyou

Bongani:itsyourfault!

Zanele:what!?

Bongani:itsyourfaultthatMbalisawnothing

wrongwithrunningintoanolderman'shands

becauseyouneverlovedher.Shegoteverything

youdeniedherfromhim.SoitsyourfaultZanele,

it'syourfaultourdaughtercouldhavebeen

molestedasatoddler,it'syourfaultMbalisawitok

tosleepwithMandlaandfallpregnantwithhischild

allthisisyourdamnfault!

Heclickedhistonguegoingupandslammedthe



bedroomdoorasZanelelookedathimoutof

words...

Zanele:(scoffed)wow

InthebushesofEdenvale...

Inaturtleneck,blackleatherpantsandatrench

coatwithablackcowboyhaton,Diannekickedthe

doorandswitchedonthelightasMbaliscreamed

shakingthechairshewastiedto...

Dianne:shutup!

Mbalibreathedheavilylookingupatherwithacloth

tightlytiedbetweenherlipswhichweredry.Her

weavewaswetfromallthesweatingoftryingto

loosenherself...



Dianne:won'tyoulookatyourself?Youlook

patheticanddry(Mbalimumbled)ohyouwanna

saysomething?(Chuckled)ohokletmehelpyou

withthis

Sheuntiedtheclothonhermouthasshecoughed

andswallowedadrypainfullump...

Mbali:whatdoyouwantfromme?

Dianne:wheredidthinkyouweregoingtoendup

sleepingwithmyhusband?Yourfather'sfriend?

Youarehonestlyapieceofworkyouknowthatbut

imgoingtoteachyoualessonyouwillneverforget

Mbali:mydadisgoingtofindmeandyouaregoing

topayforthis

Dianne:(slappedher)shutup!

Mbali:truthishedoesn'tloveyouimeanlookat

yourself!

Dianne:(slappedheragain)isaidshutthefuckup!

Whatdoyouknowaboutlove?Doyoureallythinka



manlikeMandlawouldleavehiswifeandchildfor

adrypieceoftrashlikeyou?

Mbali:wellthisdrypieceoftrashgotanewhouse

andcarandispregnantwithhischildwhatdoyou

have?

Dianne:(chokedherasshegagged)whothehelldo

youthinkyouare?

Mbali:thegirlwhomakesyourhusbandhappy

Dianne:(tightenedthegriponherneck)sayitone

moretime

Mbali:thegirlwho...

SheletgoofherneckandpunchedherasMbali

coughedoutaballofblood...

Dianne:Mandlaismyhusbanddoyouhearme?He

marriedmethatmeanshelovesme.Imgoingto

makeanexampleofyoumygirl.Imgoingtoshow

allthegirlswhogoaroundbreakinghomeswhat

willhappentothemshouldtheycontinue.Idon't



mindgoingtojailforlovingmyhusbandbutthat

willhappenonceimcertainthatyouare6feet

undertheground

Shesaidputtingtheclothbackbetweenherlips

whileMbalitriedtofighther.Shetiedittighterthan

beforeasMbaligruntedinpainfeelingherlips

crack...

Dianne:bloodyDelilah

Shetookahalffullbucketofwaterandsplashedit

overherasshegasped.Dianneswitchedoffthe

lightleavingherintotaldarknessandclosedthe

doorasshecried...

Dianne:sayyourlastprayerbecauseyouare

meetingyourcreatortomorrow



ShegotinhercaranddroveoffasMbalicried

more...

Mbali:dadpleasecomeandhelpme,mamaplease

Shecriedtryingtoloosenherselfbutfailed.

EARLIERTHATMORNING

InXaba'shouse...

Zinoopenedhereyesandreachedforherphoneto

checkthetimeanditwas02:30am.Shelookedat

Jasonwhowassleepingwithheronthebedand

thencheckedonXabawhowassleepingonthe

mattressonthefloor...

Zino:(softly)Mthembu?Xaba?



Shecalledhimbutheneverrespondedasshe

carefullygotoffthebedandtiptoedtothedoor.

JasonturnedasshestoppedandcheckedXaba

onemoretimewhowasdeadasleep.Shebither

lowerlipandslowlyopenedthedoorgoingout.In

thedarknessshewenttothekitchenandopened

thefridgeasitlitforherwhileshewenttothefiles

onthekitchencounter.Shewentstraightfor

Bulldozer'scasereportfileandtookit.Shepoured

herselfaglassofwaterandclosedthefridgegoing

backtotheroom.AssheclosedthedoorXaba

turnedandsighed...

Xaba:iseverythingok?

Zino:yeahiwantedsomewater

Xaba:ohok

Sheletoutasoftsighofreliefandputthe

documentsinherhandbagandwentbackintobed



closinghereyeswithasmileonherface.

LATERTHATMORNING

AttheJele's...

ZaneleroughlyhithercarhornwhileDiannewoke

upfromhersleepwithafrownonherfaceandput

onherrobe...

Dianne:whoisitthisearly

ShesaidrunningdownthestairswhileZanele

continuedtosoundherhorn.Thedogsinthe

neighbourhoodbarkedasonemanlookedthrough

hiswall...

Man:whatdoyouthinkthisis?It'searlyinthe



morningandyouaredisturbingus

Zanele:(rolleddownthewindow)onemoreword

fromyourfilthymouthandyouwillcatchyourteeth

halfwaydownyourthroat

Man:imcallingthepolice

Zanele:nooneisstoppingyou

Shebitherlowerlipandhitthehornonemoretime

asDianneopened...

Dianne:whatthehell?

Zanele:(gotoffhercar)imnothereforgames

where'smydaughter?

Dianne:(scoffed)wowreallynow?

Zanele:lookidon'thavetimetowastelikeyouok

givememydaughteranddon'tyoudarethinkof

lyingtomebecauseyourhusbandtoldusthetruth

Dianne:ohsonowyouseethatyourdaughterisa

bitch



Zanele:(pointedherwiththekey)insultmy

daughteronemoretimeDianneidareyoutodoit

Dianne:whatwillyoudoaboutit?

Zanele:youknowwhatidon'thavetimetobe

fightingwithlowliveslikeyouwhodependona

man

Dianne:alowlifeis...

Zanele:whydoyouthinkyourhusbandranoffto

Mbali?Becausehewantsanindependentwoman

notafilthycouchpatatothatonlyknowstostuffits

facewithfoodandgainweight

Dianne:Zaneleithinkyoushouldleavenow

Zanele:igaveyourhusband24hrstomakesuremy

childishomeandit'sjustafewhourstothatsoif

mydaughterisnothomebythisafternoonnotonly

thepolicewillbeknockingonyourdooryouwill

alsogettoknowwhoireallyamandtrustmeyou

don'twanttoknowhowfariwouldgotoprotectmy

children

Dianne:isthatsupposedtobeathreat?



Zanele:nodearit'sapromiseandtrustmewheni

say(clenchedherteeth)ikeepmypromises

Dianne:welllookslikeyouhaveunderestimatedme

soisaybringthosepoliceofficersandthatsideof

yoursyouaresoproudofandweshallseewho

getsthelastlaughbetweenyouandi

Zanele:(scoffedsmiling)shameyourdesperationis

writtenalloveryourface.Mydaughtershouldbe

homethisafternoon.Bye

ShegotinhercarandroughlytookoffwhileDianne

closedthegate...

Dianne:whatareyoualllookingat?Don'tyouhave

livestomind?

Everyonewhowaslookingonthroughthewalls

wentdownonebyoneassheheadedbacktothe

house.



AtLerato'shouse...

Shewhistledsettingthetableforbreakfastandit

waseverythingnice.Hermothercameoutofher

bedroominherMethodistwomen'sleague's

uniform...

Lerato:ohwon'tyoulookatyourselfmotheryou

lookbeautiful

Pontsho:thankyoumybabyjwalenjwetsemona

moradiaakakeengmona?(Nowtellmewhatisall

this)

Lerato:whatdoyoumean?It'sbreakfastma

Pontsho:breakfastekana?Oroentsemoketeha

wammema?(Thismuchfood.Oryouarethrewa

partyanddidn'tinviteme)

Lerato:(laughed)stopbeingsillyandsitdown.

Pontsho:whyareyouhappy?

Lerato:themoreyoutalkthefastertimegoesand



youwillbelatetochurch.Lehonanjwetsaotsebela

kaekereketsamona?Lehonahoreabrunchjwa

methodistbotengmona?(Tellme,howdoyou

knowchurcheshereandifthereisamethodist

branchhere)

Pontsho:justbecauseistayedinFreestateallmy

lifedoesn'tmeaniknownothingaboutother

provinces.Wealwaysgotoconferencesandimeet

theotherwomenfromdifferentprovincesit'sjust

thateverytimeaconferencewasheldinGautengi

hadpersonalissuestoattendto

Lerato:ohokmama.Let'seatupthen

Pontsho:mmeokatshosetsahlemybaby(youcan

givesomeonearunfortheirmoney)

Lerato:(laughed)thingiswithyouhavethis

mentalityofthinkingthatimlazy.Stayingalonehas

taughtmealot

Pontsho:ohisee.SoarebuekawenaleMolao

ngwanaaka(let'stalkaboutyouandMolao)

Lerato:(smiled)whatabouthimma?



Pontsho:(smiled)ohModimoyatletsengmosa

bonajaakaonyenya(ohgraciousLordlookat

yourselfblushing)

Lerato:stopitma

Pontsho:hoetsahetsengmaobane?Skalekao

njwetsaleshanohobanekelebonebosiu(what

happenedyesterday?Don'tyoudaretrylietome

becauseisawyouatnight)

Lerato:howmama?

Pontsho:thatdoesn'tmatternowtellmewhat

happened?

Lerato:wellhetoldmehelikesmeandthenkissed

me

Pontshogotoffherchairandululated...

Lerato:nomamano,wearenotthereyet

Pontsho:bahokaebaloimaaneFreestatekeyena

moradiaakaoanyalwa(wherearethebadwishers



ofFreestate.Mydaughterisgettingmarried)

Lerato:momstop(laughed)wearestillgettingto

knowoneanother

Pontsho:aesokaman(ululatedandstartedsinging)

ntatenthekeleseanamarenantatenthekele

seanamarenantatenthekeleseanamarenakobo

yabohadiseanamarena (sheululatedmoreas

Leratolaughed)

Lerato:okenoughnowmamayouaregoingtobe

late

Pontsho:(sighedsmiling)watlawaetsasontaha

akaabeyamotlemybabykeproudkawena

ngwanaaka.Kehojweditsekarepitsatsamabono

ditsilehohobeelamonnaatlengtsahao(yousure

justmademySunday,improudofyoumubaby.I

toldyouthatonceyoustartusingqualitypotsyou

willgetamamstraightinthepalmofyourhands)

Lerato:(laughed)oseoenametsathabajwale(now

youarejumpingthegun)

Pontsho:imhappyforyoumylove



Lerato:thankyouma,iguess.AnywayKennedyhas

invitedustohishouseforlunchsoasyouguys

singthelasthymntextmesothaticomepickyou

upok

Pontsho:okmylove

ShesmiledfocusingonherfoodwhileLerato

smiledtoagoodmorningtextfromMolaoand

responded.

AttheJola's...

Zinoknockedonthestudyandopenedbutfrowned

tothemessinthere...

Zino:woahwasthisroomhitbyatsunamiorwhat?

Thehelpersaidiwouldfindyouinhere

Zanele:nevermindthis

Zino:didyouandBonganifight?Isawabullethole



onValentine'sdoor

Zanele:where'sthatbitchanyway?

Zino:(frowned)okwhathappened?

Zanele:(sighed)Bonganisleptwithher

Zino:what!?

Zanele:yep

Zino:nowonderthehelpersaysshecametotake

herthingswhileyouguyswerestillatthestation

Zanele:ohsoshesneakedout?

Zino:yep

Zanele:shecanrunbutshewillneverhide.Oncei

findmydaughterimgoingafterhernoonemesses

upwithmyhusbandandlivestotellthetale

Zino:aboutMbali,anyprogress?

Zanele:Diannehasher

Zino:asinMandla'swife?

Zanele:yes.Zinoyourniecewentoffandhadan

affairwithamarriedman,amanwhohappenstobe



herfather'sfriendandtomakemattersworseshe

fellpregnantwithhischild

Zino:shocking

Zanele:shockingisanunderstatementim

perplexedandvexed

Zino:sowhat'sthewayforward?

Zanele:itoldthemtheyhave24hrstheyaregoing

tohavetodealwiththepoliceandmyself

Zino:okihopethiswillhelpyoucalmdownabit

(sheputthefileonthetable)

Zanele:what'sthis?

Shetookitandreadthroughitandsmiled...

Zanele:whatcanyounotdo?Tellmeplease

Zino:let'sjustsayimagoodplayer

Zanele:burnthisandihopetheydon'thaveacopy

Zino:idoubttheydo



Zanele:finallyBulldozerwillbeoutsoon

Zinosmiledandthrewitinthemetaltrashcanand

burnedit...

Zanele:andValentine?Anythingonher?

Zino:everythingchecksoutsofarbutiwanttotap

herphonemaybeiwillgetsomethingfromthere

Zanele:woulditbeeasythough?

Zino:it'snotgoingtobeeasybutiwilltryharderto

makesureimabletodoit

Zanele:itrustyou.Thesooneridealwithherthe

better.Imtiredofthisbickeringbetweenmy

husbandandi.Yeshecheatedbutibelievehe

didn'tdoitwillinglymaybeshedruggedhimor

something

Zino:yeahnehitoothinkshedruggedhimbecause

Bonganiisoneofthefewloyalmen

Zanele:yeah



ShesmiledsittingbackasZinoleft.

Attheairport...

Aftertheplanelandedtheyallmadeaquetothe

arrivalpotandonebyonetheywereletthrough.

Zaneleexhaledwithasmileonherfacetakingoff

hersunglasses...

Zanele:goodtobebackhome

Driver:yourbagsma'am

Zanele:thankyoumyboy

Hetookthemtothecarasshefollowedhimina

Fabianitracksuitandacapwithfurguccisandals

on...



Zanele:thetimetoputDumisanitohisfinalrest

andgetthepestbeingZuluoffourbackshascome

Shesaidwithasmileonherfaceandgotinthe

backseatofthecar.

InMbali'shouse...

ValentinesangalongtotheSundayballadsplaying

ontheradiowhilefixingherselfasandwich.She

threwatomatosliceinhermouthasherphone

rang...

Valentine:whatdoeshewant(sheanswered)

Willem?

Willem:youaretooquietformyliking

Valentine:imnotworkingwithidiotshereWillemi

shouldmakesurethatallmymovesarewell

calculated



Willem:thatman'sfatheristhereasonwehaveno

legacythesoonerhepaysthebetter

Valentine:it'snotlikeimnotdoinganythingWillem.

Doyouthinkienjoysleepingwithamarriedman?

Willem:movealittlefaster

Valentine:youalsoneedtostartworking

Willem:whatdoyoumean?Icameupwiththisplan

Valentine:weneedtolookintotheireldestchild.

Kumkani

Willem:sendhisphotoandeverythingyouknow

abouthim.

Valentinerolledhereyesandhunguponhimand

tookherfoodgoingtothelounge.

^

^

^

^



^

.....
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AtNomayeza'shouse...

Nombuleloparkedhercarfromthegymand

headedtothehousewhileNomvulaquicklyputon

herflopsonthephoneandwentdownhearingher

sister'scar...

Nomvula:ohokthanksiwillleteveryoneknowbye

Sherandownthestairswithherboobiesgoingup

anddownwhileLelogreetedhermotherwhowas

settingthetableandfrownedlookingatNomvula...



Nomayeza:areyouok

Nomvula:ma(caughtherbreath)pheewthese

stairsarealotofwork.Okguyslistenimjustfroma

phonecallwithZanelerightnowandshetellsme

thatMbalihasbeenabducted

Both:what!?

Nomayeza:whendidthishappen?

Nombulelo:how?

Nomvula:shesaysyesterdayatMallofAfricawhile

Samkelo...thatisZanele'sfriendyouknowherright

Nomayeza:yes

Nomvula:mmhshewastogiveherhernewmake

upset

Nombulelo:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Nomvula:shesaysithappenedaround9am

Zulu:(cameoutofthestudy)didyouguysseethe

news?

Nomayeza:whatdotheysay?



Zulu:"19yearolddaughterofahighlyknown

businessmogulZaneleMsomi-Jolaandan

informationtechnologistofnoteMrBonganiJola

hasbeenreportedmissing.Itissaidthatshewas

abductedyesterdaymorninginfrontofpeoplein

MallofAfricaandtheyputupapictureofher

Nomvula:iwasjusttellingthem

Nomayeza:holdthisineedtocheckuponmyson.

Nomvula!

Nomvula:don'tshoutatmemageez

Shetookthebowlfromherasshetookherphone

fromthechargerwhileNombuleloquietlywentto

thekitchentogetwater...

Bongani:mama

Nomayeza:oohthixowamsomandlamtanam

unjani?(Ohgraciouslordmyson,howareyou)

Bongani:mybabyismissingmamabutdon'tworry

wewillfindher



Nomayeza:doyouknowthepeoplewhotookher?

Bongani:(swallowed)nomamabutwewillfindher

don'tworry

Nomayeza:howBonganihowareyougoingtofind

herwhileyouknowitsbeen20yearssinceyourdad

wentmissing?How!?Andyouguysareonlytelling

usnow

Bongani:mapleasecalmdown

Nomayeza:didSamkeloseetheplatenumberat

leastorcan'tyoutrackherphone?

Bongani:unfortunatelyshedroppedherphoneas

theytookherandthecarhadnoplatenumberall

weknowisthatit'sablackSUV

Nomayeza:oohbawouphikodwamtanawo

mtanamooohJeso(ohLordbutwhereismygrand

daughter)

Bongani:momwatchyourhighblo...

AshesaidshemeltedtothefloorasNomvula

screamedholdingherwhileBonganiquicklygotup



hischair...

Bongani:hello?Ma!?Areyouok?

Nomvula:hishejustfaintedbutshewillbeokdon't

worry

Bongani:areyousure?

Nomvula:yeahbye.Lelocomehelpmeputheron

thecouch

TheyliftedherupwhileZuluswallowedlookingat

them.Nomvulafannedherandloosenedherbraas

LelotookZulu'shandtothekitchen...

Zulu:whatareyoudoing?

Nombulelo:doyouhaveanythingtodowiththis?

Zulu:what?Areyoucrazy?

Nombulelo:iknowyouhaveabonetopickwith

Zanelebutwhenitcomestomyniecethat'swhere



thebuckstopsmyguysoyoubettertellmethe

truthnowbeforeyouregretitlater

Zulu:onethingiwouldneverdoishurtachildinthe

processofmakingtheirparentspay

Nombulelo:whataboutthechildrenoftheCFOyou

killed

Zulu:heysssh...(checkedthecoast)areyoucrazy?

Ididthatforyouandeveryonedammit

Nombulelo:thefactthatyoucankillsaysalot

aboutyourcharacter

Zulu:wowreallynow?

Nomvula:ohthankyouLord,Lelopleasebringa

glassofwaterforher

Nombulelo:ok.Youbetterbetellingthetruthoryou

willhavemetodealwithandonceigotothatplace

yougetalotmorethanafracturedarmandribs.

Sheclickedhertongueandgottheglassofwater

whileZululookedatherspeechless.



AtMbali'shouse...

Mandlasatuponthebedwithjusthisboxerson

andsniffedlookingathishappymomentspictures

withMbalionhisphone.Hetookthebottleof

whiskeyanddrankabitthendialedhiswife...

Dianne:whatisit?Didn'tyoumakeitclearthat...

Mandla:shutup!ShutthehellupDianne!

Dianne:youcan'tcallmetotellmetoshutup

Mandlawhileyoucalledme

Mandla:whereisBongani'sdaughter?

Dianne:doilivewithher?

Mandla:Diannestopplayinggameswithme

dammitwhereisMbali!?

Dianne:youarethelastpersontoseeherwelli

think,soyouaresupposedtoknowher

whereabouts



Mandla:reallyDianne?

Dianne:maybethisisasignthatyoushouldcome

backhomemylove

Mandla:youaresickdoyouknowthat?Youare

delusionalandyouaregoingtopayforwhatyou

havedone

Dianne:whatdididoMandla?

Mandla:bringbackMbalidammit!

Dianne:stopshoutinginmyearMandla.Idon't

knowwherethatgirlisandhonestlyidon'tcare

aboutherwhereaboutsallicareaboutismy

husbandcomingcometohisfamily.Thefamilyhe

belongsto

Mandla:doyourealisethatyouareputtingAlex's

lifeindanger?

Dianne:youlongdidthatthesecondyousawitok

tosleepwithyourfriend'sdaughter.Haveyouno

shame

Mandla:imgoingtomakesureyourotinthatjail

Dianne:areyounow?Tellmehowmanygirlsgo



missinginSouthAfricaafterhavingaffairswith

marriedmen?Andwhileatthataskyourselfwhois

alwaysthefirstsuspectwhenithappens.The

husband,somydearpreparetogotojailbecause

Bonganiwon'tleavenostoneunturnedwhenit

comestohispreciouslittlegirl

Mandla:ohsothisisagametoyouisee

Dianne:imtoooldforgamesdearhusband.Imjust

apoorhousewifewhohasbeencheatedonand

whensheconfrontsherhusbandabouttheside

chickhebecomesviolentandleavesthehouseand

ohiactuallywenttothedoctorandyoureallyhurt

myeye.

Mandla:youareatwotimingsnake

Dianne:youbroughtthisallonyourselfmylovebut

theanswertoallthisisifyoucomebackhometo

yourfamily.Truefamily

Mandla:soyouhaveher?(Shehunguponhim)

Dia...flip!



Hescreamedthrowinghisphoneonthebedwhile

inthekitchenValentinewidenedhereyeswitha

smileonherface...

Valentine:(chuckled)troubleinparadise

Shechuckledmorestuffingthechickenshewas

goingtomakeforlunch.

AttheJola's...

Inherjeansandashirt,ZanelelookedforBongani

inthewholehouseonlytospothimbythepoolwith

abottleofwhiskeyinhishanddrinkingfromit.She

curvedherlipsandshookherheadgoingdownto

him...

Bongani:kindlyleavemealone

Zanele:soyouareliterallygoingtostuffyourface



withalcoholanddonothingtogetourdaughter

backhome?

Bongani:oknowthatyouhaveseenanopportunity

toshineasa"caringmother"youthinkyoucan

standthereandjudgeme?

Zanele:(scoffed)reallynowBongani?

Bongani:imilyingZanele?Huh,imlyingwhenisay

youhaveneverlovedMbalilikeyourownchild?

Zanele:BonganiyouknowverywellthatiloveMbali

justasiloveKumkani

Bongani:liesZanelelies!

Zanele:stopshoutinglikethat

Bongani:whynot?Don'tyouwantpeoplehearing

howmuchofabadmotheryouare?(Shouted)

everyone...!

Zanele:okyouaregoingtostoptherenow

Bongani:(burped)youseeyourself,youareonehell

ofanopportunistZaneleanditshonestlyannoying

me.YouwanttobethisherothatMbalihastobeg

andgrovelforbutletmetellyouthismydearwife



that'snotgoingtohappen

Zanele:youaredrunkandican'ttalktoyouwhen

youarelikethis

Bongani:Zanelecomebackhere

Zanele:no

Shesaidgoingashegrabbedherarmturningherto

him...

Zanele:youarehurtingmeBongani

Bongani:doesithurtlikethepainofnotknowing

whereyourdaughteris

Zanele:Bonganiyouarehurtingmecanyouplease

letgoofme(tightenedthegrip)ouch,Bongani!

Bongani:doesithurtlikenotknowingifyour

motherwillcomesaveyouornothuh?Doesithurt

likehavingtosleepwithamanoldenoughtobe

yourfatherandhappenstobeyourfather'sfriend

buthavenootherchoicebuttodoitjusttoget



awayfromparentsthatdon'tvalueyou

Zanele:Bonganistopthis!

Bongani:it'syourfaultthatourdaughterismissing

Sheslappedhimashestaggeredbackholdinghis

cheek...

Bongani:youjustdidn't

Zanele:that'sgoingtobethefirstandlasttimeyou

holdmelikethatdoyouhearme!?Webothareat

faultforwhatishappeningheredon'tstandhere

thinkyoucanboastabouthowmuchofagreat

fatheryouhavebeentoMbali.Webothfailedheras

herparentsanditsuswhoshouldseetothefact

thatshecomesbackhomesafe.Butnosinceyou

arethegreatestfatherintheworldyouseeitokay

tosithereanddrownyourselfintoalcoholwhile

youcouldbeouttherepressingbuttonsmaking

surethatyourfriendmakessurethatourdaughter

comeshome.Foronceinthismarriagewearthe



pantsBongani!

Bongani:excuseme!?

Zanele:yesyouheardmeBongani.Ifyouwereman

enoughyouwouldn'tbeheretodaybut(scoffed)

whatdoiexpectfromsomeonewhocansleepwith

hisPA

Bongani:Zaneleyou...

Hetriedtograbherbutshepushedhimintothe

pool...

Zanele:andaftergettingmydaughterbackhome

imcomingforyouandthatslutofyours.Ifyou

thoughtiwasdonethenyoudon'tknowhalfofthe

womanyoumarried.

Sheclickedhertonguegoingbackintothehouseas

Bonganiwipedhisfacewithhishandcomingoutof

thepool.



THATAFTERNOON

Leratoclosedhergateandgotinhercarjoiningthe

roadasherphonerang...

Lerato:(smiled)hi

Molao:hi.Howareyou?

Lerato:imgoodjustdrivingouttogopickmymom

fromchurchwearegoingtomybrother'shousefor

lunch

Molao:ohtoobadithoughtmaybeicouldcome

overforround2(theylaughed)

Lerato:doyouhavefoodinyourhousebecauseim

startingtoaskmyselfsomequestionsnow(they

laughed)

Molao:youknowhowitislivingaloneyougetlazy

tocook

Lerato:thengooutandenjoysomelivejazzovera



heartymeal

Molao:imighttakeyouuponthat

Lerato:yeahman

Molao:sowheredoeshestay,yourbrotherimean

Lerato:inBarbequeDowns

Molao:wowhereallymakesmoneyifhecanstayin

suchareas

Lerato:yeahhedoesshame

Molao:alrightthenletmeleaveyoutoit,ohhave

youreadthenews?

Lerato:yeahisawthatZanele'sdaughterhasbeen

abducted

Molao:andsomepaperssayit'ssuspectedthatshe

waslivingwithasugardaddy

Lerato:richpeopleandalwayshavingproblems

though

Molao:wellnooneisimmunetoproblems.Weall

gothroughthingsinlife



Lerato:yeahhey

Molao:yeah.Williseeyoulaterwhenyoucome

back?

Lerato:no

Molao:ahwhy?

Lerato:(laughed)imjokingyeahyouwillseeme

Molao:don'teverdothattome

Lerato:butstillwearegoingtoseeoneanotherat

work

Molao:nowhenit'stimeforworkit'stimeforwork

nonastythingsLerato

Lerato:butit'salwaysgoodtoyouknow...

Molao:holditrightthereyouaregoingtogiveme

ideasnextthingwearebothfiredfromwork(they

laughed)

Lerato:canipleasedrivenow

Molao:okok,bye



TheychuckledhangingupasLeratosighedwitha

smileonherface.

AttheJola's...

Zinoputthelastbowlonthediningtableandran

forherringingphone.Herheartskippedabeat

seeingXaba'snameonthescreenasshecleared

herthroatandanswered...

Zino:heyyou

Xaba:hiihopeimnotcatchingyouatabadtime

Zino:nonoyouarenot.What'sup?

Xaba:ijustwantedtosaythankyouforyesterday.

Zino:(letoutasilentsighrelieved)itsnotaproblem

andbesidesyoualreadythankedmethismorning

Xaba:(smiled)iguessijustwantedtotalktoyou

Zino:(chuckled)isthatyouguyssayingyoumiss



me?

Xaba:thehouseissoquietwithoutyouthisguyis

watchingcartoonsandmyhousemateisneverhere

onweekendssoimallalone

Zino:awwsorrymaybeishouldhaveinvitedyou

guysoverforlunch

Xaba:nonoitsokyouguysneedalltheprivacyyou

canget.Yournieceismissingsobeingaroundalot

ofpeoplecanbeoverwhelming

Zino:(sighed)iknowright.Ijusthopetheydon'tdo

anythingtoher

Xaba:juststaypositiveibelieveyouguyswillfind

hersoon.Hasthekidnapperscommunicatedyet?

Zino:nope

Xaba:ohokbutoncetheydomakesureyoutalkto

thepolicenomatterwhat

Zino:yeahthanks

Xaba:notaproblem.Wewilltalklaterthen

Zino:byeiwillalsoletyouknowifanythingcomes



up

Xaba:ok.Bye

Zino:bye(theyhungupasshesighedagain)guys

foodisready

Kumkanicameoutofhisroomfollowedbyhis

fatherwhileZanelecameoutofthestudy...

Zanele:okthanks.Igavethem24hrsanditsalready

afternoonnowbutshe'sstillnoheresowehaveno

choicebuttotalktothepolicenowandtellthem

everything.Byelovebebetterok.Xoxo(shehung

up)

Bongani:whowereyoutalkingto?(Sheignoredhim)

Kumkani:madadistalkingtoyou

Zanele:tellyourdadthatihavenothingtosayto

himuntilhestepsupandbecomesamanheclaims

tobe

Bongani:Kumkanitellyourmomthatshehasto



respectmeasheadofthishouse

Zanele:Kumkanitellyourfatherthataheadof

housedoeseverythinginhispowertoprotect

what'shisfromharm'sway

Bongani:Kumkanitellyourmotherthatifshe

wasn'taweaknecktheheadofhousewouldbe...

Zino:okenoughyouguysplease.Youaretooold

forthis

Kumkani:thankyouauntieZino

Zino:Zanelewhowereyoutalkingtoonthephone?

Zanele:Samkelo

Zino:isshesick?

Zanele:noshe'sstillhurtingfromwhatDiannesaid

toher

Zino:whatdidshesay?

Zanele:sheremindedherthatshewillneverknow

howitfeelstohaveachild

Zino:wowonekindoffriendsheisneh



Zanele:youcansaythatagain

Kumkani:yousaidtellthepoliceeverything,what

doyoumeanbythat?

Zanele:(satbacklookingatBongani)Mbalihas

beenhavinganaffairwithMandla

Kumkani:(choked)what!?

Bongani:(pushedhisplateaway)ihavejustlostmy

appetite

Zanele:noBonganiyouaregoingtositdownand

eatthisfood

Bongani:imyourhusbandnotyourchildsowatch

howyoutalktome(hesaidgoingup)

Kumkani:youbeingseriousma?

Zanele:yeshecameherelastnightandtoldusthat

he'sthefatherofherchild

Kumkani:wow

Zanele:mmhsoigavehimandhiswife24hrsto

bringMbalibackhomeorelseimsendingthepolice

theirway



Kumkani:it'swaypast24hrsnowisn'tyouguys

saidthishappenedyesterdaymorning

Zanele:yeahimcallingthepoliceaftereating

Kumkani:nowlet'stalkaboutyouanddadwhat's

goingonbetweenyouguys?

Zanele:canyoupleaseeat

Kumkani:nomomthetensionbetweenyouguysis

definitelynotcausedbyMbali'sabductionwhat's

reallygoingon?

Zanele:iwilleatinthestudy.Thankyouforthefood

Zino

Zino:you'rewelcome

Kumkani:ma?

ShejustwalkedawayasheturnedtoZinowho

shrughershouldersandfocusedonherfood...

Kumkani:no,momtellsyoueverythingsoyou

definitelyknowsomething



Zino:youwannasitaloneonthistable?(Hekept

quietsittingback)ithoughtasmuch

ThegateopenedasThembekadrovehercarin

whileinherstudyZanelemovedherblindsbitingon

herchickenandscoffedwipingherhands...

Zanele:noshedidnot

Shesaidgoingoutandwenttothefrontdoor

blockingThembeka...

Thembeka:soihavetohearinthenewsthatmy

owngranddaughterismissing?

Zanele:gobacktowhereyoucomefromma

Thembeka:excuseme?

Zanele:youcan'tcomehereandtalktomeabout

Mbali,wherewereyouwhenineededyouma?



Thembeka:(frowned)excuseme?

Bongani:(upstairs)Zaneleletmomin

Zanele:inwho'shouse?Shechosetoleavemeall

aloneatatimewhenineededherthemostinfactall

ofyouherechosetoleavemealonewhenineeded

you.Haveieverleftanyoneofyoualoneintimeof

need?

Bongani:Zanelethisismyhousetoosoletmam

Thembekain.Imnotaskingyouimtellingyou(she

moved)

Thembeka:thankyoumyson.What'sgoingonwith

you?

Zanelewentbacktoherstudyshakingherhead

whileKumkaniandThembekalookedatherpuzzled.

BonganicamedownthestairswhileZinowentto

thestudy...

Zanele:whatdoyouwantinhere?

Zino:what'sgoingonwithyouZanele?



Zanele:Zinohaveyoueverbeenbetrayedby

someoneyoulove?

Zino:nobutiforsureknowthatyoudon'ttakeout

thestressoninnocentpeople.Whathasmomdone

toyou?

Zanele:pleaseleavemealone

Zino:nomanyouneedtogetyourshittogetherthis

isnottheZaneleiknow

Zanele:excuseme?

Zino:youheardmeZanele

Zanele:Zinodidyoujustinsultmeinmyown

house!?

Zino:youdefinitelyarenotgoingtoraiseyourvoice

atmeZanele

Zanele:Zinodoyourealisewhereyouareat?This...

Zino:(agitated)Zanelegetyourfuckingshit

togetherorelseyouaregoingloseeveryonethat

caresaboutyou!Isthatwhatyouwant!?



KumkaniandThembekawidenedtheireyeswhile

Bonganishookhisheadlisteningon...

Zanele:(sighed)getoutZino

Zino:ihopeimnotgoingtorepeatmyselfagain

SheleftandslammedthedoorasZanele

swallowedlookingupandsighed...

Zanele:she'srightZaneleyouarespirallingoutof

controlandthisisnotyou.Nosituationisbigger

thanyou

Sheheavedasighagainandtookherphonedialing

theThembisapolicestation.Backinthedining

roomKumkani'sphonerangashefrownedtothe

privatenumber...

Thembeka:areyounotgoingtopickthatup?



Kumkani:it'saprivatenumber(itcutbutrangagain)

Thembeka:eitheryouswitchoffyourphone,silence

itorpickupthatcall

Kumkani:(sighed)pleaseexcuseme

Hewenttotheglassdoorandanswered...

Kumkani:KumkaniJolahello?

Voice:ihopeyouknowtheconsequencesofwhat

youhavestarted

Kumkani:(frownedconfused)huh?

Thecallcutashethoughtforafewsecondsand

swallowedadrylump.

^

^

^

^



^

.....

[05/16,09:17] :ZANELE

31

ThecallcutasKumkanithoughtforafewseconds

andswallowedadrylumpstartingtosweat...

Thembeka:areyouok?(Hejustlookedoutside)

Kumkani?

Kumkani:huh?Gogoyeahimfine

Thembeka:(frowned)areyousure?

Kumkani:yesmakhuluimgood

Bongani:youaresweating

Kumkani:oh(wipedhisforehead)mustbethe

chillie

Thembeka:whatchillie?Everythinginthisfoodis

balanced



Kumkani:(chuckled)maybeimreaching

menopause

Zino:(laughed)youarecrazy.

Bongani:whowasthatonthephonecall?

Kumkani:huh?

Bongani:whocalledyouKumkani?

Kumkani:ahnoit'sjustafriend.What'sgoingon

withmomauntieZino?

Zino:yourmomwillbefinequestionisareyou?

Kumkani:(chuckled)hawuijustsaidimgood

Zino:ohokthenisyourfriendokbecauseyoulook

likeyouhavejustseenaghost

Kumkani:hewillbefinejustthathe'snotfeeling

well

Zino:areyousure

Kumkani:weeJesuisaidimokguyscanyouleave

mealoneplease!



Theyquietlylookedathimasheswallowedand

sighedpinchingthebridgeofhisnose...

Kumkani:imsorryididn'tmeantosnapatyouguys

Bongani:whyareyoujumpyallofasudden

Kumkani?

Kumkani:iwillbeinmyroomifyouneedme(he

tookhisplateandleft)

Bongani:Kumkaniimtalkingtoyou.Kumkani?

Hejustignoredhimandwentintohisbedroom

lockingthedoorasBonganistoodup...

Thembeka:noleavehimalone

Bongani:nomathere'sdefinitelysomethinggoing

onwithhimwhatifit'saboutMbaliandhedoesn't

knowhowtotellus(Zinorolledhereyes)

Thembeka:hewilltelluswhenhewantstoBongani

sometimesitsgoodtoletapersontakeinthings



beforesharingwitheveryone

Bongani:whatifmydaughterisinseriousdanger?

Zino:iwouldlistentomaifiwereyou

Hesighedandtookhisseatandpulledhisfood

backeatingwhileZanelewenttothekitchen,put

herplateinthezinc,tookafreshbottleofwineand

aglassandwentbacktoherstudy...

Zanele:thanksforthelunchZino

Zino:sure

Thembeka:Zanelemy...

Zanele:imnotinterestedsosaveit

Shesaidclosingherselfinherstudywhile

ThembekaandBonganilookedatoneanother

shakingtheirheads.



AtKennedy'shouse...

PontshoandLeratogotoffthecarwhileKennedy

stoodbythedoorwearingpinkshortsandawhite

vestwithflops...

Pontsho:(smiled)yohbathongngwanakaheba

njwetsahoreonnamahasi-hasingantlokenekesa

tsebehorebabolelakanthoetjenaa.Hotwerekae

hapeRato?(Ididn'tknowtheymeantahousethis

sizewhentheytoldmeyoustayinabighouse.

WhereareweagainRato)

Lerato:BarbequeDownsmama

Pontsho:hahotweyaspiceakere(notthespice

right)

Theylaughedhugging...

Kennedy:himamaandnonotthespice.HeyRato



Lerato:heybigbroiseeyouarestillkeepingfithuh

Kennedy:howcaninotyouknowimafitness

trainersoineedtostayinshapeandleadby

example

Pontsho:empahaoiseonyale(thoughyouarestill

notmarried)

Kennedy:yohbathongma.Comeinguysand

welcometomyabode

Lerato:anabodeindeediloveit

Kennedy:thankssis

Pontsho:emamopeleKennedy(stopthere)

Kennedy:whatnow?

Pontsho:keengsonasosetennengmona?(What

areyouwearing)

Kennedy:shortsma

Pontsho:honamokedishorts?(Youcallthisshorts)

Ratonshebidisemongwanaakaabuti'ahoore

kamponwanaenakedishortsaruriosemofi

Kennedy?(HelpmehereRato,hesaysthisskimpy



thingisshortsareyousureyouarenotgay

Kennedy)

Kennedy:wow.Anywayguys,momishere

Pontsho:Kennedykehoboditse....ooohbanaka

Hlompho,Buhlelebewakeenyemona?(Iasked

you...ohmychildren,Hlompho,Buhlewhatbrings

youguyshere)

Buhle:(smiled)hima.Kennedyinvitedushereto

havelunchwithhimtoowedidn'tknowyouwere

comingaswell

Kennedy:wellithoughtishouldjustcallthewhole

familyoverforyoutobethefirstonestoseemy

renovatedhouse

Pontsho:ohngwanakathisisbeautifulmanwa

bonaRato?Esengmokhukhuenwawahao?(You

seeRato?Notthatsmallhouseofyours)

Hlompho:aomamahlestopbeinglikethattoRato,

hisis

Lerato:imalreadyusedtoitshame.Heylilbrohow

areyoudoing?



Hlompho:imgoodcan'tcomplain

Lerato:nice

Buhle:mothercomethissideandseewhatthese

peopledidtothehouseitlooksamazing

Lerato:(clearedherthroat)idon'trememberyou

greetingmeBuhle

Buhle:really?Sorrydearithoughtwhenigreeted

maicountedyouinyouknow

Lerato:mymotherandiaretwoseparatepeople

Kennedy:eh-ehleaqalajwalelena(nopleasedon't

startyoutwo)comehelpmefinishupinthekitchen

sis

BuhleandPontshowenttowhereshewantedto

showherwhilethesiblingswenttothekitchen...

Lerato:whydoesyourwifehatemesomuch?

Hlompho:idon'tknowandI'mnotgettinginvolved



Lerato:wellyoubetterremindherwhoisthefirst

daughterinthisfamilyishaibaringelayahaeya

mohlantshamohlomongweketlomophahamola

bokobonabahaekaladuma(ifthatringisdriving

hercrazyonedayimgoingtogetherbackintoher

senseswithoneslap)

Kennedy:okguysijustrenovatedmyhousesoi

don'twanttoseethingsflyingandbesidesididn't

callyouallheretofightiwantustohavefunasa

family

Hlompho:mohlomongwehakgaitsadiaho

aka...(maybeifyoursisterwould...)

Kennedy:shutupHlomphoyouknowverywellyou

haveletyourwifelookdownonoursisterfromway

backsodon'tyoudareplease

Lerato:thankyou.Passmethespiceholderplease

ShetookiteyeingHlomphoandwenttoputitatthe

tablewhileHlomphotookthejuiceasKennedy

sighed.



AtNomayeza'shouse...

Zuluturnedthemeatinthebarbecuestandashis

phonerang...

Nomayeza:(fromthekitchen)howfarpapa?

Zulu:imalmostdoneican'tbelieveyouguysmade

asickpersonbraaimeat

Nomayeza:itsaman'sjobmyloveiwillgetthepap

cookingthen

Zulu:(frownedattheunknownnumber)Zuluhello?

Zanele:hiThemba

Zulu:hi,whoimispeakingto?

Zanele:it'sZanele

Zulu:sincewhendoyoucallmebymyfirstname

andwhendidyouchangenumbers?

Zanele:ZaneleMatjikiza



Zulu:ohyou,hiZanele,wait(lookedatthenumber)

doesthismean...

Zanele:yesiminSouthAfricailandedearliertoday

Zulu:(smiled)ohwowthat'samazingsowhencan

wemeet?

Zanele:howdoestomorrow10amsound?

Zulu:imgood

Zanele:awesomeseeyouthen

Zulu:ilookforwardtothat

Zanele:(rolledhereyes)metoo

TheyhungupasZulusmileddoingalittledance

whileZaneletookasipofherchampagneina

bubbleandtookabitefromhercreamed

strawberry...

Zanele:it'stimetoplayThembaZuluandmaythe

bestmanwin



Shechuckledsippingherchampagneagainwhile

ZuludialedMolao...

Molao:MrZululongtime

Zulu:Colonel,longtimeindeedandicomebearing

goodnews

Molao:oh?Surprisemethen

Zulu:ijustreceivedacallfromZaneleMatjikizaand

shesaysshe'sinSA

Molao:ohshewasserious

Zulu:iguesssoandshesaidwecanmeet

tomorrowat10amshewillsendotherdetails

Molao:that'swonderful

Zulu:ineedyouinthatmeeting

Molao:ohokthenishallavailmyself.Didyoutell

herthatiwillbearound?

Zulu:nopeididn'twanthertoprepareherselffor



questionsfromanofficerofthelaw

Molao:ohyouwantustocatchheroffguard

Zulu:youreadmymindverywellcolonel

Molao:goodseeyouthenZulu

Zulu:enjoyyourSundayColonel

Molao:youtoo

Zulu:afterthecallijustreceived,iintendto

TheylaughedhangingupwhileZuluwhistled

turningthelastmeat.

AttheJele's...

Alexputtheearpiecedownandopenedthegateas

Diannecamedown...

Dianne:whoareyouopeningfor?



Alex:theysaytheyareyourvisitors

Dianne:auntiewhatdidisayaboutlettingAlex

answertheintercom?

Helper:imsorrymadamiwasstilloutsidehanging

thelaundry

Dianne:it'sokbutnexttimeletanadultanswerok

Alex(henoddedasaknockcamethrough)comein

Herheartskippedabeatassheswallowedadry

lumplockingeyeswithtwofemalepoliceofficers...

Officer:gooddayma'am.WearelookingforDianne

Jele

Dianne:(nervouslysmiled)gooddayofficerthat's

me.Howcanibeofhelp?

Officer:ma'amweareheretoaskyoutocomewith

ustothestation

Dianne:(frowned)why?

Officer:wewouldliketoaskyouafewquestions



aboutMbalinhleJola'sdisappearance

Dianne:oh?

Officer:yessocanyoupleasewillinglycomewith

ussothatwedon'tusecuffsonyouinfrontofyour

child

Dianne:(swallowed)oknoproblem.Auntieplease

callSamkeloandtellherwhatjusthappenedand

askhertotalktoherlawyerformeandaskherto

cometakeAlex

Helper:okmadam

Dianne:(toAlex)babymommyiscomingokdon't

worryauntySammyiscomingneh

Alex:ok.Areyouarrestingmymother?

Officer:nomyboywearejustgoingtoaskhera

fewquestions

Alex:ok.Iloveyoumommy

Dianne:iloveyoutoomyboy

Theydirectedhertoleadthewayasshesighed



withthemfollowingherwhilethehelpercalled

Samkelo...

Samkelo:hello?

Helper:thepolicewereheretotakemadamsoshe

askedmetocallyoutogetheryourlawyerand

comegetAlexbecauseimknockingoffsoon

Samkelo:(sighed)okimcoming(theyhungup)

Sbu:whowasthat?

Samkelo:Dianne'shelper.Shesaysthepolicejust

tookherandsheaskedhertotellmetogogetAlex

andgethermylawyer

Sbu:ohsonowshewantsyourhelp?

Samkelo:imnotdoingitforherimdoingitforAlex

solet'sgopickhimup

Sbu:okandthelawyer?

Samkelo:Zaneleandiusethesamelawyersoshe

willsortherselfoutthat'sherproblemtheonly

personthatmatterstomeisAlex



Sbu:ok

Hetookthecarkeysandfollowedherout.

AtMbali'shouse...

Valentine:ohoksirletmegocheckhiminthe

bedroom

Shewenttothemainbedroomasthepolicelooked

aroundwaiting...

Mandla:comein

Valentine:thepolicearelookingforyou

Mandla:police?

Valentine:yeah



Heputonat-shirtandfollowedhertothefront...

Mandla:gooddayofficers

Officer:gooddaysirareyouMandlaJele?

Mandla:yessir

Officer:okcanyoupleasecomewithustothe

station

Mandla:why?

Officer:wehaveafewquestionsforyouaboutthe

disappearancesofMbalinhleJola

Mandla:butofficeri...

Officer:MrJelemaywenotpleasewasteeach

other'stime.Wewouldhatetousethesecuffson

you

Mandla:canicallmylawyeratleast?

Officer:youwillcallitatthestation.Wearenot

arrestingyouwearejusttakingyouinfor

questioning



Mandla:ohok

Hesighedandtookhisphoneleadingthewayout

whileValentinesmiledlookingthroughthewindow...

Valentine:timetodance.Oopsmychicken

Shelaughedrunningtothekitchenandcheckedon

herchickenandthentookherphonedialing

Bonganiwhosighedintheguestroombathroom

andansweredputtingheronloudspeakerashe

wasbathing...

Bongani:imgettingsickandtiredofyouyouknow

(Zanelestoppedbythebathroomdoor)

Valentine:oryoumissmetoomuch

Bongani:Valentineimamarriedman

Valentine:sowhat?Youareallowedtolivealittle

aren'tyou?



Bongani:ihonestlydon'tknowhowtogetthis

throughtoyou.Whathappenedlastnightwasa

mistakeitwillneverhappenagain

Valentine:youcan'ttellmeyoufeltnothing

Bongani:iwaswastedValentinesoyesididn'tfeel

anything

Valentine:yetyouejaculated

Bongani:ihopeweusedprotection

Valentine:nodaddyyousaiditshouldbeas

magicalasthefirstnightofyourmarriage

Bongani:Za...imeanValentinestopit

Valentine:ican'tgetyouoffmyminddaddyiwant

moreofyou

Bongani:wait,didyouplantthecondominmycar?

Valentine:noiwouldneverdosuchathing

Bongani:stoplyingdammitandthemakeuponmy

shirtwasitdeliberate?Themassage?Wasthat

yourwayofluringmein?

Zanele:(mutteredbydoor)wow



Valentine:idon'tbeataroundthebushwheniwant

amanhoneyigostraightforthekilljustlikeididon

Fridaynight

Bongani:youaredilutionalandiwantyououtofmy

officefirstthingtomorrow

Valentine:iloveyoutoodaddy.Bye

Bongani:Valen...(shehunguponhim)Va...dammit!

Thisbitch!

Heclickedhistongueandcontinuedtoshower

whileZaneleshookherheadleavingtheroom.

InThembisa...

Diannefrownedasthepoliceopenedthedoorfor

Mandla...

Mandla:thisisthewomanyoushouldbearresting

forMbali'sabductionsheknowswhere...



Officer:MrJelekindlysitdownandonlyspeak

whenspokento

Mandla:buti...

Officer:idon'twanttorepeatmyselfMrJele(he

tookhisseatastheofficerpressedrecordonhis

tape)imwithMrMandlaJeleandMrsDianneJele

withmetoaskthemaboutthewhereaboutsof

MbalinhleJolawhowasreportedmissingon

Saturdaymorning.MrJelewhenwasthelasttime

yousawMsJola?

Mandla:imnotansweringanythingwithoutmy

lawyer

Man:whichhappenstobeme.Pleaseopenforme

(theydid)

Officer:welcomesirpleasehaveaseat.Iwasjust

askingyourclientherewhenwasthelasttimehe

sawMsJola

Man:youcananswer

Mandla:thedayshewentmissing.Wewere

togetherinMallofAfrica.Shewasmeeting



SamkeloDlomotogethernewmakeupkitwhilei

wenttoseethedoctorforwhatthiswomandidto

me

Man:andthisisthemedicalreportofficer

Officer:(frowned)didyoudothisMrsJele?

Dianne:nowhereismylawyer?

Officer:youcancallherorhimifyoulike

Sheswallowedandtookthephonedialing

Samkelo...

Samkelo:MrsDlomohello?

Dianne:whereismylawyerihavebeenwaiting

Samkelo:Zaneleandiusethesamelawyer

unfortunatelyican'thelp.WearewithAlexhe'ssafe

sodon'tworry

Dianne:but...

Samkelo:bye(shehungup)



Officer:and?

Dianne:(clearedherthroat)i...yesofficerididitbut

ihadmyreasons

Man:andwhichreasonsarethoseifimayask

madam?

Officer:imtheoneaskingquestionshere

Man:wellwewouldliketoknowwhyshedidwhat

shedid

Dianne:wehadamisunderstandingandi

accidentally...

Mandla:bullDianne,youfoundoutthatiwas

seeingsomeoneelsewhohappenstobeMbalinhle

Jele

Officer:isthistrueMrsJele?

Dianne:noitsnot

Mandla:ohcomeonDiannepleasetellthetruth.

Youdidthisbecauseyoufoundoutthatimseeing

Mbaliandthatiwantadivorce

Man:youseeofficer?Doyouseehowdilutionalthis



womanis?Shedefinitelyknowswherethischildis

Officer:forthelasttimeMrsJelewhereis

MbalinhleJola?

Dianne:idon'tknow

Officer:wellthenMrsDianneJeleyouleavemeno

choicebuttoofficiallyarrestyoufortheabduction

ofMbalinhleJola

Dianne:healsodeservestobearrestedyoucan't

takemealone!

Officer:Officercometakethiswomantohercell.

Dianne:don'tyoudaretouchme!

Officer:ifyoudon'thavealawyertomorrowby

10amwewillmakesurethestateprovidesone.

Haveagoodday

Dianne:no

Mandla:comeonDiannejusttelluswherethepoor

girlis

Dianne:iwouldratherdieyousonofabitch!



Thefemaleofficerhandcuffedhertakinghertoher

cellasshetriedtofighther...

Officer:MrJeleyoucangobackhome

Mandla:thankyou

Heledthewayoutandtookhisbelongingsgetting

inhislawyer'scar.

AttheJola's...

Kumkanigroanedscratchinghisheadandpunched

theairinhisroomandsatdownhittinghishead

againstthewall.Hesighedandtookhisphone

callinghisfriend...

Lazer:buddy

Kumkani:wehaveaproblem



Lazer:whatisit?

Kumkani:ireceivedacallfromaprivatenumber

andtheysaidtheyhopeiknowtheconsequences

ofwhatihavestarted

Lazer:what?

Kumkani:someonemusthavetoldoneofthe

dealersthatimsupplying

Lazer:shitdudebutwhowoulddothat?

Kumkani:areyousureallthebuyerspromisedto

keeptheirword?

Lazer:yesbutyoudon'tknowwhatpeoplecando

whenhigh

Kumkani:shitdudethenweareindeepkaak

Lazer:thisiswhyitoldyouthatweneedtoletgoof

this.Theytookyoursister

Kumkani:nomyfamilyknowswhohasMbaliand

it'sdefinitelynottheotherdealers

Lazer:istillsaylet'sthrowinthetowelwearenot

cutoutforthis



Kumkani:nomanthere'salwaysawayoutmaybei

cansitwiththeseguysandtalktothem.Everyone

hasaprice

Lazer:whatifitssomeonewhodoesn'tlike

negotiating

Kumkani:wewillcrossthatbridgewhenweget

theremyguy.Imgoingtotryandcontactthemand

seewhatcancomeoutofourconversation

Lazer:allthebestbutwhenthingscomecrumbling

downkindlykeepmynameoutofit

Kumkani:byeLazerstopbeingacoward

Lazer:I'dratherbeacowardthattogobeanother

man'sgirlfriendinprison.Bye

TheyhungupasKumkanisighedthinkingforafew

secondsandlaidonhisbed.

THATEVENING



InthebushesofEdenvale...

Mbalifrownedlisteningtothemalevoicesoutside...

Man:shesaidweshoulddoitatthistimeman

Man:withoutheraround?

Man:ofcourseareyounuts?Ifshecomesherethe

policearegoingtotraceher

Man:butithinkweshouldwaitforhercall

Man:doyouwanttobekickedontheballsfornot

doingyourassignmentproperly?Shealreadypaid

usinfullstupidlet'sdoit

Man:whydon'twetakethemoneyandrunoff?

Man:towhere?Capetwon?Thiswomanhas

resourcesshewouldfindusyoufool

HesaidopeningthedoorasMbalilookedatthem

withdrybrokenlips...



Man:awwshamebeautifulimsorryyouareabout

tomeetyourmakernana(heuntiedher)

Mbali:guyslistenicangiveyoumorethanwhat

shegaveyou.Myparentsareveryrichandtheywill

protectyou.Allyouhavetodoistakemeback

homeplease

Man:awwhowtouchingbutno(helaughed)

Mbali:comeonibegyou(lookedattheotherman)

comeoncanyoushowhimhowmuchofagood

ideathisis?Youguyswillbesetforlife

Man:(slappedher)shutup!

Man:dude!

Man:youshutitandgetthebodybagready

Mbali:(crying)pleaseibegyou.Impregnant

imagineyourgirlfriendorsistergoingthroughthe

samethingwhileshe'spregnant

Man:isaidshutthehellup!



Hepunchedherandchokedherasshegagged...

Man:lookmeintheeyeiwantyoutoseethisface

andrememberitwhenyougettohell.Iwantyouto

rememberthereasonwhyyouareinhell.Our

motherswerebootedoutoftheirmarriagesby

bitcheslikeyou(Mbaligaggedwithhereyesrolling)

myfatherwastakenawayfrommyfamilybecause

ofthesameslutlikeyouandimdoingthisforall

thewomenwholosttheirmarriagesandkidswho

losttheirfatherstowhoreslikeyou!

HebithislowerliptighteningthegripasMbali

chokedslowlyclosinghereyes...

Man:dieyoungslut!

Herheaddangledasheletgoofherandtookout

hisgun,bithislowerlipandshotherstraightonher

heartandburstintoalaughwhiletheotherguy



swallowedlookingon...

Man:bodybagfool!

Hejumpedandwenttotakeitwhileheuntied

Mbali'slifelessbody.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AtJola'sI-tech...

Inheroffice,Valentinewhistledchewinghergum

withmusicplayingfromherBluetoothspeaker.

MeanwhileattheentranceZanelegreetedthe

receptionistandwentintothelift.Shesighedasit

reachedthemanagementofficesfloorasshegot

outandheadedtothePA'soffice.Shestoodthere

forafewsecondsandroughlyopenedthedoor...



Valentine:whatthe...

Zanele:yessfebe!(yesbitch)

^

^

^

^

^
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Valentine:ooohjusttheladyihavebeenwaitingfor

(applauded)iknewyouwouldn'tdissapointwhen

comestoentrance.Stellarperformancemylady

Zanele:(scoffed)ohsoyouhavebeenexpecting

mewowimhonoured

Valentine:yesdarlingihavebeenwaitingforyou

Zanele:ohreallynow?



Valentine:likeeveryonewaitingonthecomingback

ofJesusChrist

Zanele:(smiled)iloveaveryconfidentgirl(shesaid

closingthedoor)

Valentine:awwmydarlingareyougoingtodenythe

wholefloortheprivilegeofseeingeverythingnow

Zanele:unfortunatelyimhereforyounotthem

Valentine:(curvedherlips)mmhproudmuchisee

Zanele:imnotproudiknowwhoiamandwhati

standfor

Valentine:yeahthat'saboutright(stackedsome

paperstogether)soyourroyalhighnesswhatcani

doforyou?

Zanele:giveitupbabeshedoesn'tloveyounor

wantyou

Valentine:(laughed)ohandyouaresureaboutthis

how?

Zanele:iheardhimonthephonebabeyouare

nothingbutanunrecyclablepieceoftrash



Valentine:wellletmeschoolyousomethingabout

thispieceoftrashok,imnotfazedbyalltheglitz

andglamourimfromtheghettosothelittlepower

thatyouthinkyourmoneygivesyouhasnothingon

thisgirl

Zanele:wowproudofthetrashyouare,ok.Wellthis

womanisaselfmadeKingdidyougetthat?King,i

dominatewhereverigomyloveidon'tgoaround

openingmylegsandtakingscrapsforjobsand

screamimfromtheghettomyloveZaneleJolais

theghettoherself

ShesaidholdingonthedeskleaningonValentine's

facewhowassmiling...

Valentine:ifyouwereallthatthenwhatareyou

doinghere?Imeanyougoteverythingyetyoucan

comeintomyspace,myofficeandstillthinkyou

dominate(scoffed)youmightwanttocheckupthe

dictionaryforthatmeaningsweety.Apersonwho

dominatesdoesn'tdriveallthewayfromWaterfall



totheCBDtoconfrontamereladyfromtheghetto

aboutherhusband.Ifyouwerereallythatyour

husbandwouldn'tevenhaveletmetouchhimnor

invitemeoutforanightoutonFriday.Kingsare

obeyedmylove

Sheputherfeetonthedeskandcrossedthem

wearingredstilettos,redformalpantsandawhite

blousewhileZanelepulledoutachairandsatdown

wearingblackformalpants,aredblouse,blackred

bottomstilettosandablackberet...

Zanele:sothiswasyourplan?

Valentine:forthepast5yearsmylove

Zanele:(squinthereyes)ohsoyoualreadyknew

whoweare?

Valentine:likethebackofmyhandsweery

Zanele:whatdoyouwant?

Valentine:(satup)nowthat'sthequestionihave

beenwaitingtohear



Zanele:imlisteningdear

Valentine:yourhusband(Zaneleburstintoalaugh)

Zanele:ohshe'sserious

Valentine:likedeathknockingonyourdoor

Zanele:onlyifwisheswerehorsesmylovetryagain

becauseBonganiandiwillbetogetherforever

Valentine:ohok

Zanele:withoutadoubteven.Solet'sstartovermy

sweetheart.Whatdoyoureallywant?

Valentine:(sighedandsmiled)yourhusbandand

everythingthatcomeswithhim.Justtomakeit

clearforyouiwanteverythingthatscreamsyour

name

Zanele:(laughed)girlyouarewaytooambitious,

reallynow

Valentine:mhem

Zanele:wellyouwillhavetokillmefirst

Valentine:don'tyouthinkihavealreadydonethat?

(Zanelefrowned)ohwaitshedoesn'tgetme



(chuckled)rememberwhenyourhusbandsaidto

youandiquote"shouldMbaligetintotroublei

wouldn'tthinktwiceaboutleavingyou"?(Zanele

swallowedbutkeptastraightface)letmebreakit

downagainforyou,asinthetimehefoundoutthat

notonlydidyoulietohimabouttherealreasonwhy

Mbaliwasnolongerstayingwithy'allandwhenhe

foundoutthat,ohgoshthismusthavebeenpainful

formypoorlove.Whenhefoundthathislastborn

wasdatinganoldman.Ihopenowyouunderstand

Zanele:sothat'sallyougot?

Valentine:icanstillpulloutmorefilesifyoulike

babes

Zanele:lovedon'tstartsomethingyouwouldnever

seetheendofibegyou

Valentine:(laughed)shakinginyourredbottomsi

see

Zanele:(scoffed)overmydeadbody

Valentine:(sighed)oklook,ithinkwehavespent

enoughtimetogethersoimgoingtogostraighttoit.

ZaneleJolaifyoucareaboutyourreputationand



yourhusband'syouwillpeacefullygetthose

divorcepapersready,signoffeverythingyouown

tohimandwalkoutlikealadyofhonouryousay

youare

Zanele:(scoffedstandingup)youmustbedrunk

Valentine:(tookoutherphone)justasiwaslike

here?

ShesaidplayinghertheirsextapeasZanele

swallowedlookinginhereyes...

Valentine:(stoppedit)that'senoughforyoureyes.

Fromhismoansibelievehewaslovingit.Soloveis

thatencouragementenough?

Zanele:imgoingtoenjoyseeingyouslowlylose

yourbreath

Valentine:(scoffedputtingherphonedown)ohso

youthoughtimonthisalone?Honeycomeonyou

saidyouaretheghetto

Zanele:thedayiwilldivorcemyhusbandwillbethe



daythedevilrepents(shetookherbag)makesure

yourmemorydoesnoterasethismoment.

Valentine:ohitneverwillbabesandjustsoyou

knowtick,tock,tick,tock

Zanelesquinthereyeslookingatherandcleared

herteethwithhertonguethenscoffedwithasmile

onherfacewalkingout.Seeinghercomeoutof

Valentine'sofficeBonganiquicklywentbackinto

hisasZaneleclosedthedoorandcalledthe

elevator.ShegotinsideandwentdownasBongani

wenttoValentine'soffice...

Valentine:ohheybabe

Bongani:packeverythingyoucameherewithand

leave

Valentine:(smiled)doyouwantsomecoffee?

Bongani:didn'tyouhearwhatijustsaid?

Valentine:ohiheardyoulovebutwhatyoushould

besayingis"ValentineLotterinyouhavebeen



promotedtobetheheadofadmin"

Bongani:areyoudrunk?

Valentine:inlovewithyouMrJo-Jo(shelaughed)

Bongani:Valentineiwon'trepeatmyself

Valentine:(pulledhimcloserwithhistie)butiwould

likearepeatofwhatyoudidtomeonFridayhoney

Bongani:youaresickletgoofme

Valentine:youandiarelikethis wakandaforever

(shelaughed)

Bongani:imgoingtohavesecurityremoveyou

fromthesepremises(hesaidwalkingout)

Valentine:(poppedhergumtakinghercoffeemug)

that'sifyoudon'tmindseeingyourfacenextto

mineunderthesheetsinallthemediaplatforms

Bongani:(frowned)what?

Valentine:tellthereceptionisttofixtheHeadof

Adminofficeformewhileigetmycoffee



Shekissedhischeekstruttingherfigureoutwhile

Bonganistoodtherepuzzeled.

InThembisa...

LeratosighedgettinginherofficewithXabaashe

smiledgreetingher...

Lerato:asyouwereconstable.Howwasyour

weekend?

Xaba:amazinggottospendtimewithmyboy

Lerato:ohwowibelievehe'sabigboynow

Xaba:justturnedthreeyeah

Lerato:nicesoonhe'llberunningawayfromths

police(theylaughed)

Xaba:youmightberightbecausehe'swaytoo

smartforhisage.Howwasyours?

Lerato:alothappenedtrustme.Ihaveneverlooked



forwardtoMondaythanididthisweekend

Xaba:shamesorrymandaysdon'tcomealike

Lerato:true.Bathongsomanycases

Xaba:iknowright.Ithinkweshouldleavethese

pettyonestotheotherofficersandfocusonthis

oneofabduction

Lerato:yeahandspeakingofcasescanihave

Bulldozer'scasereportfileineedtocheck

somethinginit

Xaba:ohok.Iwentwithitathometocheckforany

otherloopholesbutgotbusyandcouldn'tsoit

shouldbeinthesefiles

HesaidlookingforitwhileLeratoarrangedher

messytableandtookaseat...

Lerato:foundityet?

Xaba:nopebutithinkitsinthecar

Lerato:okgogetitquicklysothatwecanlookinto



theabductiononebefore9am

Xaba:sure

HetookhiscarkeysandwenttohiscarasMolao

knockedontheofficedoor...

Lerato:(smiled)comein

Molao:heyyou,sleptgood?

Lerato:yepandyourself?

Molao:idid(checkedthecoast)buticouldn'tstop

thinkingaboutyou

Lerato:(chuckled)stopityouaregoingtomakeme

blush

Molao:(keptaseriousface)DetectiveSebokoare

youblushinginaplaceofwork?(Theylaughed)

Lerato:youaresosilly

Molao:anywayineedtoprepareformymeeting

withZuluandZaneleMatjikizasoiboughtyou



somecakeonmywayhereihopeyoudon'tmind?

(Hesmiled)

Lerato:that'ssweetofyouthankyousomuchandi

didn'thavetimeforbreakfastshamesoyoujust

savedmyass

Molao:morelikeimruiningit(theylaughed)

Lerato:canyoupleasegoprepareforthemeeting

Molao:okhaveawonderfuldayhey

Lerato:youtoo

Molao:canistealakissatleast?

Lerato:nosillygomaybeyoumightgetluckylaterif

youbehave

Molao:ohwow

Lerato:Molaogo

Xaba:ohgoodmorningcolonel

Molao:(clearedhisthroat)constableXaba.

Detectivemakesureyoumakethathappen

Lerato:yescolonel(heleft)areyouok?



Xaba:yeah,no(pinchedhisnose)actuallyno

Lerato:whatisitandwhere'sthefile?

Xaba:ithinkimighthaveleftithome

Lerato:nonothere'snotimeyoucan'tgohome

nowlet'slookintotheabductioncasewewillseeto

itafterlunch

Xaba:okdetectivebutimsureitwaswiththeother

filesicamewith

Lerato:it'sokConstableyouwillgotakeitduring

lunch

HesighedsittingdownassheopenedMbali'scase

file.

AttheJola's...

TheguardsopenedforZaneleasshesmiledat

themdrivingtoherparkingagotandoffhercar

whistling.Sheheadedtothehouseandasshe



openedthefrontdoorhermotheropenedthe

kitchendoor...

Thembeka:myrosegardenhasn'tbeenwelltaken

careof

Zanele:wearebusypeoplemother

Thembeka:anywaywhereareyoufromthisearly?

Zanele:likeisaidwearebusymother

Thembeka:weneedtotalk

Zanele:about?

Thembeka:yourbehaviourtowardsmeyesterday

whenigothere

Zanele:whataboutit?

Thembeka:Zaneleyouwererudeandwhatdidyou

meanbyileftyoualonewhenyouneededmethe

most?

Zanele:iwasprobablydrunkmotherorhighfrom

theweed



Thembeka:don'tlietomegirlyouaremydaughter.

IseverythingokbetweenyouandBongani?Ihave

noticedthathesleepsintheguestbedroom

Zanele:youaskhimmamaasformeeverythingis

good

Thembeka:idon'tlikeitwhenyougetlikethis.

Who'smurderareyouplotting?

Zanele:haiboMmaMsomiilongleftthatgame

Thembeka:again,iknowyouZanele

Zanele:it'snothingican'thandledon'tworry

Thembeka:welliworry

Zanele:welllet'sjustsaythere'sthisotherdog

fightingforabonethatdoesn'tbelongtoitandit

willnevergetit(shecheckedherphone)

Thembeka:iknewit.Whoisit?Ialsosawabullet

holeonthatlittlegirl'sbedroomdoor

Zanele:ohtheydidn'ttellyouthatshemovedout?

Thembeka:inoticed

Zanele:yeahshefoundaplacetostayandthat



bullethole,iwasdrunkFridaynightandiwasjust

foolingaroundwithmygun(shecheckedherphone)

Thembeka:doyouknowthatyouthatyouwerelike

thisthenightDumisanidied?

Zanele:haibomamathesewallshaveearsyou

forgetimmarriedtoanITspecialist?Andwhatare

youeventalkingabout?

Thembeka:youkeptcheckingyourphone

Zanele:(scoffed)stopreadingmuchintothisma.

Youknowwhatimsorryformybehaviourlastnight

andimhappyyouareback.Kindlyaskthehelperto

bringmyteainthestudyihavealottotakecareof.

Zino!?

Zino:yessis?

Zanele:cometothestudymylove

Zino:inafewbabes

Zanele:cheers

ShewhistledgoingtothestudywhileThembeka



squinthereyeslookingatherandscoffedgoingto

thekitchentomakeherhertea...

Thembeka:whentheygavebirthtodaughtersnda

zalaumgcwabiqobolwakhe(igavebirthtothé

undertaker)

Zinocamedownthestairsandwenttothestudy...

Zino:imheresis

Zanele:wehaveapestiwanttodealwith

Zino:Valentine?

Zanele:yes

Zino:iactuallyhavesomethingforyou

Zanele:ohok

Zino:shehasabrothercalledWillem

Zanele:ohwheredoeshestay?

Zino:he'sinCapetown



Zanele:theirfamilyhistory?

Zino:Theirfatherwasinatruckingbusinessbefore

Zanele:ooohnowitmakessense

Zino:what?

Zanele:(laughed)sothislittletwitchdoesn'tknow

imtheonerunningLeeTruckingandchosetocome

afterDumisani'ssonandeveythingthat'sofhis,

wow

Zino:idon'tunderstand

Zanele:okI'mfromJola'sI-technow.Iwantedto

knowexactlywhatshe'splayingatandshesays

shewantsmetodivorceBongsforherandthen

signoffeverythingiowntohimsothatshecan

reapoffmyhardwork(laughed)wow

Zino:shesaidthat?

Zanele:yepandactuallyshowedmetheirlittlesex

tape

Zino:(frowned)andyouarenotangry?

Zanele:notatallimjustdisappointedinmyselfthat



ididn'tdealwithherassoonasimether.Valetine

LotterinisthegranddaughterofVanessaLotterin

whoinheritedthebusinessfromherhusbandand

thenpasseditontohersonMicahLotterinwhois

ValentineLotterinandWillemLotterin'sfather.

Micahfailedtokeepupthebusinesssohetradedit

forafarminNorthernCapewithDumisaniJola

Zino:ohnowigetit.Thereasonwhytheyareafter

Bongsisthattheydon'tknowwhotheownerofthis

companyissotogettheir"revenge"istogoafter

Dumisani'ssonwhohappenstobethewealthiest

amongsthissiblings

Zanele:nje

Zino:barkingupthewrongtreemuch?

Zanele:youcansaythatagain(theylaughed)

Helper:yourteamadam

Zanele:thankyouboo(sheleft)butweneedtobe

carefulshehasourreputationsinherhands

Zino:okhaveyouthoughtofsomethingyet?

Zanele:notyetijustwanthertosoakinher



momentofgloryfirstthenpah,pounceonherwhen

sheleastexpectsit

Zino:ididn'texpectthatpahmyself

TheylaughedasZaneletookasipfromhertea

whileZinosatbackthinking.

BackinJola'sI-tech...

Bonganiloosenedhistiesighingandclosedhis

laptopsittingback...

Bongani:whyisyourlifesuchamessBongani,why?

Yourchildismissing,youcheatonyourwifewho's

damnangryatyounowandontopofitallyou

choosetocheatonherwithacolouredloose

cannon.Likewhybruh?Mxm

Hesaidtakinghisphoneandwentdownhis



contactsandstoppedatSbu's.Hedreadedcalling

himforafewminutesandfinallydid...

Sbu:BonganiJolawhatdoyouwant?Didn'timake

myselfclearthelasttimewhenweweretogether?

Bongani:ihavenoonetoturntobutyoubroplease

lendmeanear

Sbu:ihavelentyouwaytoomanyearsBonganibut

whatdidyoudo?Youchosetobetrayyourwifethe

personyoupromisedtoloveandprotectinfrontof

alotofpeople

Bongani:iknowSbuiknowandnowthingshave

spiralledwayoutofcontrol.Isawherleave

Valentine'sofficethismorningandican'tstop

thinkingaboutwhatwentdowninthereandto

makethingsworsenowValentinethreatensto

slandermynameandreputationshouldithinkof

firingher.Ithinkshetookpicturesofusthatnight

Sbu:thisisexactlywhattheymeanby

consequencesofone'sactions.Nowbrotherthe

onlyadviceihaveforyouisstickwithyourwife.



Zanelemightnotbeperfectbutshelovesyou

Bongani,shemightnothavebeenthemotherweall

expectedhertobeforMbalibutshewoulddo

anythingforher.Yourwifewoulddoanythingfor

herfamilyimeanlookatwhatshe'sdoingfor

Nomvula,whileshebuiltamerekindergartenfor

herownsister.Allthethingsshedoesforallthe

otherinlawsbroZaneleisaselflesswoman.Yes

withMbalisheblunderedbutyoucan'tholdit

againstherallyourlife.Rathersitdownwithher

andshowherhowtobethemothershe'ssupposed

tobetoherkidsinsteadofconstantlyremindingher

ofhowmuchshefailed,broweallfailatsomepoint.

Justbecauseyouownmulti-millioncompanies

doesn'tmeaneverycornerofyourlifewillbe

perfect.Humbleyourselfaskforforgivenessifshe

acceptsyourapologyguideherastheheadofthe

house

Bongani:(sighed)thanksman

Sbu:it'snotaproblem.Imightbemadatyoubuti

stillcareaboutyou.Yourmarriageinspiresmeto

beabetterhusbandtomywifeifyoufailhowdo



youexpectmetowin?

Bongani:wowimhonoured

Sbu:actrightBonganiyouarenotgettingyounger.

WhatMandlamadewashischoiceandimfinewith

it

Bongani:buthe...

Sbu:ididn'tsayweshouldgetintoit.LeaveMandla

alonefocusonmakingsureyourfamilyisbackto

howweknowittobe

Bongani:alrightsure

Sbu:sure

TheyhungupasBonganisighedthrowinghishead

backonhischairwhileSbushookhis.Meanwhilein

hernewofficeValentinesmiledcallingherbrother...

Willem:youcallingmeansyouhavegoodnews

Valentine:indeedido.Imonestepclosertofinally

finishinguptheJola's



Willem:(smiled)musictomyears

Valentine:yesbrotheritoldyoutojustwatchand

learn

Willem:iloveyourfightingspirit

Valentine:iwon'trestuntilwehaveeverythingof

theirsinourhands

Willem:wonderful

Valentine:howfarwiththeirson?

Willem:ihaveafewearsonthegroundoncemy

peoplegivemethegreenlightimgoinginforhim

Valentine:perfect.(Smiled)justsoyouknowyou

mightwanttostartlookingfortailorsbecauseican

hearweddingbellsringing"herecomesthebrideall

dressinwhite"(theylaughed)

Willem:thenicepartaboutitisthattheyneversaw

thiscoming

Valentine:andtrustmeseeingthatwoman'sface

wheniboastedaboutsleepingwithhermanwas

priceless.Herpridecrumbledrightthatsecond

(theylaughed)wewilltalkletmedealwith



somethingsothatyoumoveherequickly

Willem:suresis

TheyhungupsmilingasValentinemadeanother

call.

AtMsomi'sfuneralparlour...

Everyonewasbusywiththeirjobswhile3male

cleanerssatundertheshadebythegatecatchinga

breather.Theystoppedtalkingastheyheard

somethingdropwithacartakingoffathighspeed

astheyallgotupatonceandwenttolook...

Man:what'sthat?

Man:lookslikeapackage

Man:let'sgosee



Theydustedtheirhandsandwenttowhatlooked

likeabodybagasonemanopeneditandtheyall

jumpedbackshocked...

Man:gocallKK!

Oneofthemranbackinsidewhiletheotherlooked

aroundwiththeirhandsontheirheads.Kumkani

camepacingbehindthemanandfrowned...

Kumkani:what'sgoingonhere?

Man:look

Kumkanifrownedagainandlookedinside.Hisheart

skippedabeatseeinghissister'slifelessbodyand

meltedontheground.

AtMbali'shouse...



FromthehotelMandladecidedtogorestbut

frowneddrivinginashesawwhatlookedlikehis

bagsandhisson's...

Mandla:whatthehellisthis?

Hesaidparkingonthewalkwayandgotoffgoing

tothehouseanditindeedwashisandAlex'sbags...

Mandla:youmustbekiddingme

Hetriedtounlockthedoorbutthekeywouldn't...

Mandla:whatthehell?

Hesaidtakinghisphoneastheairblewapieceof

paper.Hepickeditupandreadwhatwaswrittenon



it...

"leavetheoldkeysofmyhouseintheflowerpotby

thedoor.YourssincerelyValentine"

Mandla:whathell!?

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Mandla:thislittlegirlmustbesmokingonsome

strongwoonga



Hesaidtakingouthisphoneanddialedherasher

phonerangunanswered...

Mandla:youbetteranswerthedamnphoneifyou

knowwhat'sgood(hedialedheragain)

Valentine:MsLotterinhello?

Mandla:Valentinewhatnonsenseisthis?

Valentine:ibelieveyougotmynotesopleasejust

doasitsaysandleaveinpeace.Threeisacrowd

youknow

Mandla:thisismyhouseValentineareyoucrazy

Valentine:nocorrection,it'sMbali'shouseactually

itwashersbeforeshesoldittome

Mandla:(frowned)excuseme?

Valentine:actuallyshedidn'tsellittomeshegifted

ittome

Mandla:iseeyouloveplayinggamesalotbutyou

havemessedwiththewrongperson



Valentine:ifiwereyouiwouldsavethelittlemoney

ihaverightnowtosustainmeinthefuturethan

wastingitrunningupanddowncourthouses.Jele

takeyourbagsandyourson'sandvacatemyyard.

Ordoyouwanttojoinyourdearwifeinprisonfor

trespassing?

Mandla:whoareyou?

Valentine:goandaskBonganiyourfriendwho

MicahLotterinisthenyouwillknowwhoexactlyi

am

Mandla:what!?

Valentine:youheardme.Ifyoudon'tmindiwould

lovetogetbacktowork

Mandla:thisisinMbali'snameandthebothofus

havenorighttobestayinginitsoifileaveyouare

goingtoleave

Valentine:MrJelewouldyoulikemetoemailyou

theagreementbetweenMbaliandi?

Mandla:iknowyoufakedit

Valentine:imightwearweaveseverynowandthen



butwhenitcomestothingsliketheseimakesurei

settleforauthenticity

Mandla:thisisfarfromover

Valentine:byeMandlaJele

Shehunguponhimandlaughedstaplingsome

documents...

Valentine:ialwayssaybecarefulofthepeopleyou

be-friendbecauseyouneverknowtheburdenthey

aregoingtobringbeforeyou.SolongMandlaJele

Shelaughedputtingtheminafileandansweredthe

officeline...

Valentine:headofJola'sI-techadmingoodday

AtMsomi'sFuneralparlour...



Itwaschaosalloverthebuildingwitheveryone

shockedofwhatjusthappened.Theycarriedan

unconsciousKumkaniintothebuildingwhileothers

tookMbali'sbodytothecoldroom...

Man:whatdowedonow?

Woman:callMrsJolathere'snothingwecando

Man:icalledthepolicetheysaidtheywillbeherein

15

Man:butwhatdowesaytoMrsJolawecan'tsay

herdaughter'slifelessbodyhasbeendroppedoff

here

Woman:wejusttellherthatitsanemergencycome

onguys.Themorewetalkthemoretimeweare

wasting

OnewomantooktheofficelineandcalledZanele

asKumkanicoughedgaininghisconsciousness...



Kumkani:whathappened?

Man:youcollapsed

Kumkani:what?

Man:yessir

Kumkani:how?Ihavenevercollapsedbeforeinmy

life

Theyallquietlyswallowedlookingatoneanother...

Kumkani:andwhyareyouallguyshere?Can

someonetellmewhatthehellisgoingonhere?

Woman:MrJolayoucollapsedafterseeingyour

sister

Kumkani:(laughed)youguysmustbekiddingme

now

Man:whatshemeansisafterseeingyoursister's

lifelessbody



Kumkani:(frowned)what?

Man:pleasecomewithus

Hestoodupconfusedandfollowedthemtothe

coldroomandastheyopenedthecoldroomhelaid

eyesonMbali'sdarkface...

Kumkani:(swallowedashisheartraced)nothisis

nothappening.Thiscan'tbeMbali

Man:wearesosorryMrJola

Kumkani:shutup!(Breathedheavily)Mbali?Mbali

wakeupMbali?Canoneofyoucallforhelpplease!

Man:wecalledyourmotherandthepolice.The

policesaytheywillbeherein15minutes

Kumkani:noMbalican'tdie.Mbali!

Hesaidshakingherwithhistearsblurringhis

vision...



Man:MrJolashe'sgone

Kumkani:noleavemealone!Mbaliwakeupdude

comeonnow!Mbali

Man:MrJola...

Kumkani:(shouted)shutup!

Heburstintotearsbitinghislowerlipwithhis

handsonhisheadwhiletheothersquietlylooked

on.

InThembisa...

Samkelowasletthroughtotheholdingcellsand

stoodbyDianne'scell...

Dianne:whatareyoudoinghere?Youhavemadeit

clearthatyounevercaredaboutmesopleasedon't



comehereandactlikeyoucare

Samkelo:noimactuallyheretoseewithmytwo

eyesofhowmuchofanidiotyouareDianne.How

didwegethere?

Dianne:lookidon'thavetimeforachitchatok,so

pleaseleave

Samkelo:doyouknowhowpainfulitwasseeing

Alexjumpeverytimethegateopenedhopingitwas

you?Diannedoyouknowthatyouareaparent?

Dianne:soyouaregoingtotellmeaboutsomething

youarenot?

Samkelo:(scoffed)andshedoesthisagain.You

actuallydeservetobeinthepositionyouarein

rightnow.Alexdeservessomuchbetter.Ican't

believeilookeduptoyouasafriendwhileallalong

youwerejustlaughingbehindmyback.Imjustglad

hisfatherisoutthereforhimpoorchildwouldhave

beenlostshouldhadhisfatherdiedfromthedrugs

youfedhim

Dianne:whyareyoustillstandingthere?



Samkelo:doyouknowthesayingthatgoes

"childrenwillalwaysbeaffectedbytheirparent's

actions?"Ihopethisdoesn'thappentoAlex

becausepoorchildisinnocentinallofthisbuthey

whoimitostoptheuniversefromtakingaction

Dianne:don'tyoudarestandthereandtalksuch

thingsintomychild'slife

Samkelo:noloveyouaretheonewhobroughtbad

luckintohislife.Howdoyouabductanother

woman'schildandpretendthatyouknownothing

aboutit?

Dianne:shehadaudacitytosleepwithmyhusband

Samkelo:whenisaidfightforyourmarriageididn't

meangooutthereandhurtanotherwomaninthe

process.Youhaveachild,a10yearoldsonfor

cryingoutloudDiannewhoshouldbethefirstthing

tothinkofbeforemakinganydecisions.Imnota

parentandmightneverbeonebutisureamwould

doabetterjobthanyouare.

Dianne:yeahtrueyouknownothingaboutthepain

ofhavingachildsodon'tyoudarestandthereand



thinkyoucangoDrPhilonmemydearactually,

leave,pleasego

Samkelo:beforeigoletmetellyouthis(moved

closer)whateverZaneledecidestodowithyou

onceshefindsherdaughteriwillberightbehind

herbecausenowiseewhyMandlawantsnothing

todowithyou.Youbelongtothegutter(shewalked

away)

Dianne:(laughed)let'shopeshefindsheralive

Samkelo:(turned)excuseme?

Dianne:ifiwereyouiwouldgostraighttomytailor

andfixablackoutfit

Samkelo:Diannewhatdidyoudo?

ShehummedclosinghereyesasSamkelosquint

hereyesatherandscoffedshakingherhead

leaving.ShetookherphoneanddialedZanelebut

shereceivedanautomated"imdriving"message

fromherasshesighedgettinginhercaranddrove

out.



BackattheFuneralparlour...

ZanelegotoffhercarwithZinoandlockeditas

theyranintothebuilding...

Zanele:whatemergencyisit?(Thereceptionist

swallowed)areyougoingtosaysomethingoryou

arejustgoingtostareatus?

Woman:MrsJolapleasecomewithus

Zanele:(frowned)what'sgoingonhere?

Thewomansighedassheledthewaytothecold

room.Sheopenedthedoortoeveryoneinthere...

Zanele:whyareyouallinhereandnotworking

Kumkani:(turned)ma!



Hejumpedintoherarmsandburstintotearsasshe

frownedconfusedhugginghimwithonehand...

Zino:guyswhat'shappening?

Man:pleasecomecloser

Zanele:wowguysareyouseriouslygoingtoshow

meabody?WhyareyoucryingKumkani?Itsnot

yourfirsttimeseeinga...

Herheartdroppedasshedroppedherbagonthe

floorandcoveredhermouthwithherhandsasZino

widenedhereyestoMbali'slifelessbody...

Kumkani:(crying)mamashe'sgone,Mbaliisgone

mama

Zaneleslowlywentcloserblinkingandwidely

openedthebodybag.Itwasreallyherdaughterin

herbaggybluejeans,whitecroptopandsneakers.



Sheswallowedahugelumpholdingontothetray

shewasputonandleaneddownshakingherhead.

SheclosedhereyesasZinorubbedherback...

Zanele:don'tZino

Zino:imsosorrysis

Zanele:(heavedahugesigh)didanyonecallthe

police?

Man:yestheysaidthey...

Ashesaidthepolicecarparkedoutsideas

DetectiveLeratoandconstableXabacamein...

Receptionist:thepolicearehere

Lerato:gooddayladiesandgentlemen.Wewere

calledherebecauseabodywasjustdroppedhere

whichisbelievedtobeMbalinhle's



Zanele:(clearedherthroat)asyoucanseeofficer

Lerato:(sighed)imsosorry.Whowitnessedthis?

Man:wedidn'twitnessmuchweweresittingunder

ashadeandheardsomethingdropbythegateand

acartakingoffathighspeed.Wewenttocheck,

openedthebagandfoundher

Lerato:(putonhergloves)itlookslikeit'snotlong

sinceshepassedon.Youmustbehermotherright?

Zanele:yes,ZaneleJolaimalsotheownerofthis

parlour

Lerato:ohokMrsJola.Wewillgetourteamto

comecarryoutanexaminationonherbodybut

frommypointofviewshewasstrangledandthen

shot

Zanele:wecanallseethatdetective

Lerato:thismustbeaverypainfulmomentforyou

allbutipromiseyouallwewillgettothebottomof

this

Zanele:yeahlikeyoualwaysdo

Zino:calmdownsis



Lerato:okma'amiunderstandthatyouareinpain

butigiveyoumyword.Mysincerecondolences

oncemore

Zanele:thanks

Lerato:let'sgoconstable

TheyheadedoutwhileZanelesighed...

Zino:areyouok?

Zanele:mhem.Everyonetakeyourthingsandgo

backhome.Youhavetherestofthedayoff.Wewill

makesurethatbeforeyouallstartworking

tomorrowyougetafewminutesofcounselling

fromatherapist.Youmayleave

TheyallsighedquietlyleavingwhileKumkani

frownedlookingathismother...

Kumkani:sonotevenasingleteardropfromyou?



Zanele:ZinopleasetakeKumkanihomewithyou

Zino:but...

Zanele:don'tmakemeaskyouagainZino

Zino:(swallowed)ok,KKcome

Zanele:andpleasedon'tsayanythingtoBonganior

anyoneyetok

Zino:ok

HesniffedandshookhisheadfollowingZinooutas

theygotinhiscarandleft.BackinsideZanele

sighedandcaressedMbali'shair...

Zanele:howdidwegetheremylove?Didyouhave

toleaveuslikethis?Imsosorryfornotbeinga

motherenoughtoyouiknowitmaynotcountbutif

youbyanychancecanhearmepleaseforgiveme

mygirl.Iwantedaversionofmeinyoubutididn't

realisethatiwasslowlypushingyouawayfromour

livesanddeeperintoyourgravebutimdeeplysorry

mygirl.Iwillacceptwhateveryourdadthrowsat



mebecauseyouwerehislittletreasurebutone

thingiknowisthateveryoneinvolvedinyouending

uphereisnevergoingtofindpeaceintheirlivesas

muchastheyhavetakenthepeaceawayfromme

byseeingitoktotakeyourlife.Imsosorrymylove

Shekissedherforeheadandfoldedherblouse

puttingongloves.Shetookoffhershoes,jeans,

croptop,weaveandputtheminaplastic.She

swallowedlookingatthebruisesonherneckand

thebulletholeonherchest.Shesquinthereyes

lookingcloselyandrealisedthatthebulletwasstill

loggedinherasshelookedfortwitchersand

carefullytookitout.Sheputitinaclearbagandput

itinherbag.Shesolelyremovedherdaughter's

lifelessbodyfromthebodybagandcoveredher

genitalsthenputherinhercubicle.Sheclosedit

andswallowedanotherlumpblockinghertears.

Shesigheddisposingtheglovesandfixedher

blousethentookherbagleaving.Shestoppedby

thedoorandsoftlyshookherheadclosingthedoor

andleftsendingZinoatext.



InCourt...

Thejudgetookhisseatandorderedeveryonetosit

down...

Judge:detectiveSebokoiseehereitsaythe

victim'sbodyhasbeenretrievedandithasnolife?

Lerato:yesmyLord

Judge:ohokthenwearenotlookingatabduction

onlybutpremeditatedmurderaswell

Lerato:correctmyLord

Judge:good.Maytheaccusedpleasestand

(Diannestoodup)gooddayMrsDianneJele

Dianne:goodday

Judge:iseeyouhavenolawyerwithyousothat

meansyouaregoingtorepresentyourself?

Dianne:yesyourhonour



Judge:okthen.MrsDiannehowdoyoupleadtothe

chargesputbeforeyou?

Dianne:guilty(Leratosighedoutofrelief)

Judge:ohoksoyoudidthis?

Dianne:andidon'tregretanybitofit

Judge:ohwow.Okthenthecourtwillcommunicate

thedatesofsentencingwiththestationandofficers

onthiscase.Courtisadjourned

Officer:allrise!

Theyalldidashemadehiswayout.Theprison

officalsputcuffsonDianneandescortedherout

whileLeratoandXabalookedatoneanother...

Xaba:isshementallyok?

Lerato:wellinherstatementshesaysthisgirlwas

sleepingwithherman

Xaba:buthowcanonebeproudofmurderlikethis?



Lerato:ifbyanychanceshementionedthatshe

wouldkillforherhusbandwhentheygotmarried

thenshemeantit

Xaba:somepeoplehavedarkcoldhearts

Lerato:welcometotherealworldConstablelet'sgo

backtotheofficebuddy

Theysighedfollowingoneanotherout.

AttheJola's...

Zaneleflashedasmiledtotheguardsbutsighed

seeingeveryone'scarintheyard.Sheparkedhers

inherpotandsighedagaingettingoff...

Zanele:Lordiknowimnotperfectbutdamnyou

surearethrowingalotofcurveballsmywaybut

heyishallovercomethem.(Sighedsomemore)you

gotthisZaneleyougotthis



Sheopenedthedooraseveryoneturnedtoher

whilethehelperservedthemwithdrinks...

Nombulelo:ZeewereceivedamessagefromZino

sayingyouhaveanemergencyandyouneedusin

thehouse

Bongani:ihadtopostponeaveryimportant

meetingwhat'swrongthatcouldn'twait?

Nomayeza:canwejustgiveheramomentplease

Zanele:whereisMrZulu?

Nomayeza:hehasameetingintownbutwhatever

itisiwilltellhimwhenhecomesbackhome

Zanele:ohok.Firstlyletmesaythankyoufor

comingatsuchshortnotice.Weareallbusybuti

didn'twanttowaitanylonger

Bongani:what'sgoingon?

Zanele:(sighed)Mbaliisnomore

All:what!?



Bongani:woahwaitwhatareyousayingZanele?

Zanele:BonganiMbaliwasstrangledandshotto

death

Thembeka:wehThixo!

Zanele:imsosorry

Bongani:(swallowed)areyousayingmychildis

dead?

Kumkani:dadtheydeliveredherbodyinabodybag

atthemortuary

Bongani:soyoutooknowaboutthisbutyou...

Zanele:loveiaskedthemtonotsayanythinguntili

gothere

Nomayeza:nomygrandaughtercan'tdielikethat

notMbalino!

Zaneleshrughershouldersandswallowedslowly

goingupstairswhileNomvulasattherewithher

mouthhangingwideopenwhilehersisterfrozeon

herfeetwithaglassofjuiceinherhand.Thembeka



attendedtoahystericalcryingNomayezawhile

Zinoswallowedblinking.Kumkani'seyesgotfilled

withtearsashelookedathisdadwhowassilently

cryingbitinghisindexfingerwhileshakinghis

head...

Bongani:(sniffedwipinghistears)nomychildcan't

die!Iwantmydaughter!

Hesaidgrabbinghisphoneandcarkeyspacingout

asKumkaniandZinoranafterhim...

Kumkani:dadwait!

Zino:youcan'tdrivelikethatBongsplease

Bongani:isityourdaughterthatdied?

Zino:nobut...

Bongani:butnothingZinoyoudon'tknowwhatim

feelingthatbastardandhiswifearegoingtogive

memydaughteralive!



Zino:Bonganinositdownandthink

Bongani:think!?Zinowhatdoyouwantmetothink

whenmyownfriendkilledmydaughter?Huh?The

samepersonwhoitrustedtoprotectmydaughter

atallcosts?

Zino:yesyouarehurtingbutisitreallyworthitto

goandambushhimlikethat?Isthisthewayyou

wanttorememberyourdaughter?

Bongani:(crying)Zinoijustlostadaughterdammit!

Zino:(heldhishands)iknowandthere'snothing

painfullikelosingachildbutlet'snotmakehasty

decisionspleasemybrotherifnotforyoudoitfor

yourlittleangel

Bongani:goshZinoshewasstillyoung

Zino:(softly)iknowandsorrycomehere

ShehuggedhimashecriedmorewhileKumkani

squeezedhisshouldershakinghishead.Upinthe

balconyZanelesatontopofthebalconybarrierand

smokedherweed.Sheclosedhereyesasthe



memoryofherholdingMbaliforfirsttimehither.

Sheswallowedasateardroppedandshesoftly

wipeditandgotoffthebarriersittingonthechair...

Zanele:itsgoingtobehardbutyouneedtoholdit

togetherforyourhusbandandsonmylove.You

can'tbreakdownnow.

ShesaidsighingasNomvulaandNombulelo

knockedonherdoor...

Zanele:itsopen

Nomvula:(lookedatLelo)areyouok?

Zanele:imfinethankyou

Nomvula:youknowyoudon'thavetoacttough

right.Youareallowedtobreakdownaswell

Zanele:tellmeVulaifibreakdownnowwhois

goingtobethereformyhusband?

Nomvula:wearehereforyouguysasafamilythis



isyourdaughterwearetalkingabout.RightLelo?

Nombulelo:mmh

Zanele:thanksforyourconcernguysbutiwould

liketobealonerightnow

Nomvula:whateveryouneedjustcallus

Zanele:onceagainthanks.Kindlyclosethedooron

yourwayout

Theyswallowedlookingatoneanotherandleftas

shesighedandtookabigpuff.

Atthemall...

ZuluandMolaowalkedinarestaurantasawaiter

greetedthem.Zanelesmiledseeingthemand

waved...

Zulu:ohthankyoumyguybutwehaveseenthe



personweareherefor

Waiter:ohok

TheyheadedtothetableasZanelesmiledstanding

upandfixedherjacket...

Zanele:goodmorningMrZulunicetomeetyouin

person

Zulu:(smiled)apleasuretomeetyouaswellMs

Matjikiza

Zanele:(smiled)butyoudidn'ttellmeyouwillbe

comingwithabodyguard

Zulu:ohno,thisisColonelMolao,Colonelthelady

wehavebeenlookingforwardtomeetupwith,

ZaneleMatjikiza

Molao:pleasuretomeetyouma'am

Zanele:likewisecolonel.Wemaysit



Theytooktheirseatsasthewaitresscametotake

theirorders.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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34

Zanele:sowhat'sthisZulu?Shouldicallmylawyer

perhaps?

Zulu:there'snoneedforyoutocallalawyer

Zanele:ohbutthere'saneedforyoutobringa

policeofficer?(Chuckled)let'splayfairbuddy

Shesnappedherfingersasagiantmanthesame



sizeasMolaocameinablacktux,awhiteshirtand

ablacktie.Hehadfullneatlykeptbearedbutmore

lighterthanMolao...

Man:goodmorninggentlemen

Zulu:(frowned)goodmorning

Molao:morning

Zanele:gentlementhisismylawyerMrJackson,

Jacksonthisisthemanitoldyouabout,Themba

Zuluandhiscolonelfriend

Molao:ColonelMolao

Jackson:pleasuretomeetyouoncemore

gentlemen

Zanele:(smiled)youmaysit

Zulu:buthonestlyitwasnotnecessarytocallhim

here

Zanele:it'sadvisabletoalwayshavealegal

representativebyyoursidewheneveryougoto

meetingslikethisoneimeanyoucamewithan



officerofthelawforareasonright

Zulu:wejustneedclarityinafewthings

Zanele:noyouarehopingtohavemearrestedat

theendofthismeeting

Zulu:comeonMsMatjikiza

Zanele:icanreadbetweenthelinesZuluyouare

dyingtogettothebottomofwhatexactlyhappened

thatiswhyyoufishedintomyaccounts

Jackson:andthat'sanoffenceyoushouldbe

chargedfor

Zulu:alliwantwasclarity

Zanele:clarityofwhatZulu?Havingyourgirlfriend's

daughtersnooparoundmypersonalaccounts?

Really?

Zulu:alliwantwastoknowwhoLeewas

Zanele:why?

Zulu:becauseibelieveshehastheinformation

aboutthedisappearanceofDumisaniJola.Waiti

shouldbetheoneaskingyouquestionsnotthe



otherwayaround

Zanele:aCFOZuluisonlyallowedtoaccess

accountswhentheydealwithfinancialreviewsand

whatyouandyourstepdaughterorwhateversheis

toyoudidwasillegalyouweretrespassingandim

goingtobepressingcharges

Zulu:waitwhat!?

Zanele:(chuckled)youshouldseeyourfaceyouare

acoward.(Sighed)okMrZuluyoumayaskaway

justtoclearthingsoutyouaretheoneaskingright?

Becausethissureain'tapolicestationsohecan't

bewritinganythingorrecordinganythingitsnot

officialitsjustashareholdergettingclarityfromthe

businessowner

Zulu:yes

Zanele:sirithinkyoumightwantgobacktothe

officeanddosomerealpoliceworkbecausethis

maniswastingyourtime

Zulu:ifheleavesyourlawyerleaves

Molao:noiwouldratherstay



Zanele:but...(sighed)youknowwhat,let'sgetover

anddonewiththisbringforththequestionsZulu

Zulu:soyoumessedaroundwithDumisaniJola?

Zanele:yesweusedtohavefuntogether

Zulu:whyhim?

Zanele:heapproachedme

Zulu:whydidyoulookforajobinJolaTrucking

Zanele:everyoneisallowedtolookforajob

anywhere

Zulu:oktherealquestionisdidyousleepwith

Dumisaniforyoutobeontop?

Zanele:ofcoursenotandihaverighttonot

disclosewhywedidwhatwedid

Zulu:fairenough.MsMatjikizahowdidyouacquire

JolaTruckingrights?

Zanele:throughawhitemancalledDanielDe'Graff

Zulu:wehaveneverworkedwithsuchaperson

Zanele:that'sbecauseassoonasheacquiredthe



rightsheapproachedme

Zulu:whyyou?

Zanele:ihadthemoney

Zulu:yetyouwerejustamerePA?

Zanele:Jackson

Jackson:(tookoutdocuments)inthosedocuments

it'sstatedthatMsMatjikiza'sparent'slifeinsurance

policyhadjustpaidoutandyoucanseethefigures

inblackandwhitethatitwasalotofmoney.Money

enoughtobuyintoacompanyashugeasLee

Trucking

Molaotookthedocumentsandreadthroughthem

andgavethemtoZuluwholookedintothemas

well...

Zanele:and?

Zulu:theyareauthentic.

Zanele:ok.(Smiled)GoonMrZulu



Zulu:whydidyoufleethecountryafterallthis

messhappened?

Zanele:ididn'tfleeirelocatedandididsotoprotect

myselffrompeoplelikeyouhenceikeptmyidentity

unknownforthislong

Zulu:butwhycomeoutnow?

Zanele:wewillgettothatoneafterallthequestions

Zulu:ohisee.SotellmeaboutthisDe'Graffhow

comeheapproachedyouandnotusthe

shareholders?Andwhereisproofthatyoureally

acquiredthesesharesfromhim?

Zanele:Danielapproachedmebecausehimand

Dumisaniusedtohangoutalottheydidsome

dodgybusinessestogether,businessesyouhis

'bestfriendknewnothingabout.'Ithappenedone

nightthatDumisanitookmeouttoagamblingdate.

Itwasnotentirelyaboutgamblingitwastosource

outmorebusinessopportunitiesandmarketJola

truckingandwhowasbettertogowithhim?HisPA

ofcoursewhoalsohappenstobeanamazing

marketinggraduate.Hemetwiththesewhitemen



andDanielwasoneofthem.Fromthentheygotto

hangoutalottogetherwithmethat'swhyDaniel

approachedbecauseheknewmefromthose

meetings

Zulu:dodgybusinessesyousay,whatkindare

those?

Zanele:thatunfortunatelyican'tsharerathergoask

Danielhimself

Zulu:ohsoheexists?

Zanele:definitely(turnedtoMolao)ithoughtasan

officerofthelawespeciallyacolonelthename

wouldringabelltoyou

Molao:ihavenevercomeacrosssuchanameijust

startedworkingthisside

Zanele:Jackson

Jackson:hereisDanielDe'Graffaprisonerwitha

longsheetofcharges.AfewofthembeingDrugs,

humantraffickingthelistgoesonandon

Zulu:(laughed)soyouwanttotellmethat

DumisaniJolaamaniknewfromhighschoolwas



capableofallthese?

Zanele:wheredoyouthinkhegotthemoneytobuy

thefirsttrucksofJolatrucking?Atruckdoesn't

cost2centsZuluandthere'snowherethatshows

hetookaloanfromabankbecausehehasnever

beenemployedanywherebeforewecanshowyou

hisbankstatementsifyoulike

Zulu:(swallowedlookingatMolao)imokwiththose.

Iaskedtwoquestions

Zanele:Jacksonwillanswerthesecondone

Jackson:yousaidyouwantedtoseeproofthatshe

reallyacquiredthesharedfromDanielright?

Zulu:yes

Jackson:hereistheircontracts

HetookoutthecontractsandgavethemtoMolao

whoscannedthemandgavethemtoZulu...

Jackson:isn'tthatDumisani'ssignatureMrZulu?



Zulu:itisbutwearenotsureifthisoneisDe'Graff's

andifthisoneisyoursZanele

Zanele:letmeprooftoyouthatitismineandasfor

Danielyouwillvisithiminprisontogethis

signature

ShetookoutherIDandshowedthemhersignature

astheynoddedandsheputitback...

Zanele:satisfied?

Molao:iwilldefinitelycheckonthisDe'Graff

Zanele:bemyguestcolonel

Zulu:sowhatreallyhappenedtoDumisaniforhim

togivethisDanielhisshares?

Zanele:onlyheknowssoyouwillaskhim

Zulu:butyousaidyouknewtheyusedtodosome

dodgybusinessestogether

Zanele:that'sasfarasiknowidon'tknowthe

deepersideofthings



Zulu:okiguessitsoneofthequestionsthecolonel

willaskthisDaniel.(Zanelesmiled)butwhywould

De'Graffsellsuchalucrativebusiness?

Zanele:becausehewasn'tintoauthentic

businesseshe'sfromapoorbackgroundsopeople

weregoingtostartaskingquestions.

Zulu:buthesurelygotalotofmoneyfromthe

drugsandhumantraffickingbusinesswhydidn'the

usethetruckingcompanyasafront?

Zanele:hehadnobrainsforitjusttogiveatidbit

intohislife,helivedasimplelifeinSAbuthad

porschehousesintheU.S

Zulu:ohiseesohelivedinbetweencountries

Zanele:preciselyimnotsurebecausethelasttimei

sawhimwasthelasttimewefinalizedthetrucking

businessdeal

Zulu:(Sighed)ohwellthenthat'sabouteverything

what'sleftofthisistogetintouchwiththis

De'Graffifhisstorymatchesyourstheniwillhave

nomorequestionsordoubts



Zanele:itsnotstoriesbutactualfacts

Zulu:yeahyeah

Zanele:ifthat'sabouteverythingyouwantedto

knowtheniwouldliketoansweryourquestionof

whyshowmyidentitynow

Zulu:yesplease

Zanele:ihavereachedthetargetiwantedtoreach

andhaveopenedmyowntruckingbusinessinthe

USwhichisdoingverywellsoiwanttosellLee

Truckingtooneoftheshareholders

Zulu:(raisedhisbrows)oh?

Zanele:yesbutwewillsitdownandtalkfurther

aboutit

Zulu:okimlookingforwardtothat

Zanele:ibetyouare.Anythingcolonel?

Molao:no

Zanele:okiguessourjobhereisdoneJacksonyou

guyswillcontactusonceyouhavemanagedtotalk

toDe'Graff



Zulu:definitely

Zanele:(smiled)gooddayandpleasesettlethebill

ShetookherbagandledthewayoutasJackson

followedher.ZulusighedlookingatMolaowhowas

brushinghisbearedwithhishand...

Zulu:yeahneh

Molao:wow

Zulu:ican'tbelieveallthistimeihavebeenchasing

afterthewrongpersonwhileDumisaniistheone

whodiduswrong

Molao:butishouldspeaktoDanielfirstthenwewill

definitelyknowthatDumisaniistheonewho's

actuallyatfaulthere

Zulu:atleastifhecantelluswhereDumisaniis.

He'salreadybehindbarssothere'snoneedtoeven

presscharges

Molao:yeahitwasjustamatterofgettingclarity



aboutyourfriendandwhathappenedibelieveyou

got80%ofitnow

Zulu:ihatetoadmititbutyeah.(Athoughtcrossed

hismind)butthenthere'smyaccidentdetectivethe

reportsaysit'sawomanwhowasdrivingthetruck

butBulldozercameforwardasthedriver

Molao:there'sapossibilitythattheymiscalculated

Zulu:yeah

Waiter:yourbillsir

Zulu:thankyou

Hetookouthiscardandpaidastheyleft...

Zulu:thankyouforbeingpatientwiththiscolonel

Molao:thepleasureisallmine.Wearenotyetdone

though

Zulu:ofcoursebutitsmoreclearernow

Molao:yeahgooddayThemba



Zulu:sureColonel

Hegotinthebackofthecarasthedriverdroveout

followedbyMolao'scar.

THATAFTERNOON

InThembisa...

Xabadroveintothepolicestationheaving

countlesssighs.Heparkedinhisspaceandsat

backthinking.Heshookhisheadandgotoutofthe

cargoinginsidethestation.Heopenedtheoffice

doorandfoundLeratoonaphonecallthentookhis

seatcontinuingwhereheleftoff...

Lerato:thankyousomuch(shehungup)pleasetell

meyouhavethereportbecausethatwasthecourt.

Thetrialisstartingtomorrow(hekeptquiet)Xaba?



Xaba:detective(heswallowed)

Lerato:thereportplease

Xaba:idon'thaveit

Lerato:whatdoyoumeanyoudon'thaveit

Constable?

Xaba:isweartoyouDetectiveihaditwiththeother

files

Lerato:Xabadidyoulosethereport?

Xaba:(swallowedlookingdown)ithinksoDetective

buttrustmeiknowi...

Lerato:youknow,youswear,Constabledoyou

realisewhatyouhavedone!?

Xaba:(swallowed)yesDetective

Lerato:Xabayouhavejeopardizedthewholecase

nowwearegoingtobeforcedtoreleaseBulldozer

doyougetthat?

Xaba:yesdetective

Lerato:atleasttellmeyoumadeacopy(henodded

lookingdown)whatnowXaba!?Youknowverywell



thattherearealotofcorruptofficersoutthereand

anythingcanhappenandyoudon'tmakeacopy!?

Xaba:imsorrydetective

Lerato:doyouthinkColonelMolaowillbuythat

Xaba?Doyouthinkyoursorrywillsaveourarsesat

thismoment?

Xaba:wewillexplain...

Lerato:explainyaengXabawhenyouhaveflushed

thewholecasedownthedrain!?Wehadthisone

personXabathisonepersonwhowasgoingtohelp

ussolveallthesecasesbutno,MthembuXabahad

tolethimoutscotfreelikethat.Awholeconstable

(Xabasighed)colonelMolaoputusonthiscase

becausehetrustedustodoagoodjobbutXaba

beingXabawasixabanisanomphathi(landedusin

troublewiththeboss)

Xaba:Detectiveidon'tknowwhathappened

Lerato:youlostthedamnreportXabathat'swhat

happened!YouhaveletaculpritfreeXabathat's

whathappened!You...



Molao:(openedthedoor)hey!What'sgoinginherei

canhearyourvoicefromtheparkingDetective

Lerato:explainlikeyousaidyouwillXaba

Xaba:(stooduprubbinghishands)ColonelMolao

imreallysorrybutididn'tmeanforittohappen

Molao:(frowned)whathappened?

Xaba:ilostthereportfromBulldozer'scase

Molao:youwhat!?

Xaba:imsorrycoloneliwillgiveyoumy...

Molao:nonowaitdoyourealisewhatthebothof

youhavedone?

Xaba:itsallmyfaultcolonelimtheonewho...

Molao:noshutitXaba!Thiswasteamworkso

Detectiveyouareinitasmuchasheis

Lerato:what?He'stheonewhotookthefileshome

withhim

Molao:didyoumakeacopy?

Xaba:no



Molato:Detectivedidyouadvicehimto?

Lerato:(swallowed)nocolonelbutasanofficeri

thought...

Molao:thoughtwhatDetective?Thoughtwhat!?I

putthetwoofyouonthiscasetrustingthatyou

woulddoagoodjobandthenyougooffanddothis?

Lerato:Coloneli...

Molao:shutitdetective!(Sheswallowedkeeping

quiet)hasthecourtcommunicatedthedatesyet?

Lerato:yescolonelthetrialistomorrow

Molao:(chuckled)ohwow,justgreat.Twodamn

goodpoliceofficersundertheleadershipofthe

mosttrustedcolonelinthisprovincewillbelooking

likefoolstomorrowinfrontofajudgedoyouknow

whatthismeans?

Both:yescolonel

Molao:imsodisappointedinthetwoofyou.Im

utterlydisappointedDetectiveSeboko.Didyoucall

theforensicofficeatleast?

Lerato:its15:30coloneltheyhavealreadyknocked



off

Molaobreathedheavilylookingatthebothofthem

astheylookeddown...

Molao:considerthisyourfirstverbalwarning.As

youwere!

Theyquicklytooktheirseatsasheclickedhis

tongueandslammedthedooronhiswayout

bumpingintoanotherofficerwhodroppedaheapof

files...

Molao:doesanyoneinthisstationeverdoanything

right!?Ifyouknowyouhavetocarrysomanyfiles

atonceyouknowthere'satrayforthat!Nextthing

chargesheetswillbemissingmoveoutoftheway!

Hesaidgoingtohisofficewhileintheiroffice



LeratolookedatXabawhostressfullyrubbedhis

face.

AttheJola's...

WiththemattressonthefloorZanelewentthrough

herphonesittingbetweenhermotherand

Nomayezawhowerechatting...

Zanele:eishcan'tyouguysgochatsomewhere

maybeinthebalcony?

Thembeka:havemannersZaneleweshouldbeon

themattresswithyou

Zanele:butyouguysaretalkingloudandican't

listentomythoughts

Thembeka:youareonyourphoneorisityourbrain

now?

Nomayeza:let'sgivehersometimealoneskwiza

shedeservesitafterall



Zanele:ohthankyousomuchmamezala

Thembeka:wearenotgoinganywhereNomawe

aresittingrightherewiththisgirlit'stradition

Zanele:doievenhavetowearablackheadwrap

ma?Imtooyoungforthis

Nomayeza:thatoneisnonnegotiablemychild

Zanele:ohJesuwhenithoughtyouwereonmy

side.Can'tyoufindmesomethingsophisticated?

Thisisjusthideous

Nomayeza:youaremourningyourchildmybaby

youwillgetsomethingsophisticatedafterbeing

treated

Zanele:(sighed)doesn'ttraditionevolvewithtime?

Yoh

Nomayeza:unfortunatelynotmygirl

Zanele:butBonganigetstositwitheveryonewhile

imcouppedupinhereineedair

Thembeka:youcangetairfromthebalconymygirl

andyourroomisspaciousenoughforyoutoget

theairyouwant



Zanele:thatmomentimsandwichedbetweenthe

twoofyou

Nomayeza:(laughed)youaresosillyreadabookor

something

Zanele:whileyouguysbespeakingyourdeep

xhosabesidesme.Iswearimmabeawitchofnote

thetimeigetoffthismattress

TheylaughedasNomvulaknockedandstuckher

headin...

Nomvula:Samkeloisheretoseeyousis

Zanele:ohokletherin

Sheopenedthedoorwideforherasshegotina

blackdressandablackheadwrap...

Samkelo:molo(goodevening)



Nomayeza:molomtanamunjani?(goodeveningmy

babyhowareyou)

Samkelo:ndiaphilamamani'njani?(Imgoodhow

areyou)

Nomayeza:ngingomusawenkosiphelamtanam

kodwaa'kukholula(itsbythegraceoftheLordmy

babybutit'snoteasyatall)

Samkelo:sizobekezelamaa'kukhoinyentoesinga

yenzayo(wewillholdonma,there'snothingwecan

do)

Thembeka:nyanleyomtanam(that'struemybaby)

Nomalet'sgivethemsomespaceandgofixthem

somethingtodrink

Zanele:ohsonowy'allwannago?

Thembeka:don'tbelikethatZee.She'syourfriend

andsheknowshowtocomfortyousoitsokwee

bandla(gosh)

TheygotupandleftwhileSamkelosmiledatthem

andthensatonthemattressholdingZanele's



hand...

Samkelo:itsokchomithere'snoneedtopretend

withme

Zanele:(frowned)pretend?

Samkelo:Zaneledon'tdothattoyourselfplease

Zanele:babesshe'sgonethere'snothingicando

Samkelo:butdeepdownyouknowithurts

Zanele:didyoucomewithSbu?

Samkelo:yeshe'swithBonganinow.Stopdodging

meZanele

Zanele:imnotdodginganything(chuckled)how

hilariousisthisimeanihavetobeseatedonthis

mattressalldaywiththesetwooldwomenbutthey

can'tsleepwithmewhy?

Samkelo:youareamarriedwomansoyouhaveto

sleepwithyourhusband

Zanele:ificanbewithhimatnightwhycan'tibe

withhimduringtheday?



Samkelo:becausehehastooverseeeverything

Zanele:butMbaliismydaughteraswellSammy

Samkelo:(sighed)iknowlovebutasawomanyou

havetostayinhereuntilthedayoftheburial

Zanele:yohanywaydidyouinformouremployees?

Samkelo:yesandpleasestopworryingaboutthe

logisticsmeandyoursistersinlawhaveeverything

coverediknewMbalijustasiknowyousoiwill

makesureshegetseverythingshedeservesso

focusonmourningyourbaby

Zanele:imanewagemomSammyimnotcutout

forthis

Samkelo:traditionistraditionyouknowhowwe

Xhosa'svalueandrespectit

Zanele:yeahyeah.Sowhat'supwithyou,whenare

yougoingforyouroperation?

Samkelo:imgoingforchemotherapyonMonday

thenFridayistheday

Zanele:awwyouwillbefinelove



Samkelo:withoutadoubtbabes.(Clearedherthroat)

nowlet'stalkaboutyouknow...theperpetrators

Zanele:youmeanyourfriend

Samkelo:youmeanmyexfriend

Zanele:yousaidishouldfocusonmourningmy

babyright?

Samkelo:yesbutiknowyoubabeyounevertake

anythinglyingdown

Zanele:ihavealottodealwithandibelieveyou

knowwhatimtalkingabout

Samkelo:iactuallywanttoknowwhatyouare

planningtodowithher

Zanele:firstofallimnotDianneandshe'sdefinitely

notMbalinotsayingmybabywasdumbor

anythingbutwiththisoneihavetobeextra

cautious

Samkelo:mmhyoushouldthelastthingwewantis

youbehindbars

Zanele:(scoffed)ZaneleJolaandprisonaretotal

opposites



Samkelo:butyouknowwhattheynormallysay

aboutopposites

Zanele:wellnotwiththiswoman

TheylaughedasthedooropenedwithZinowalking

inwithabowlofsnackanddrinksforthem...

Zino:goodtoseeyousmilingZee

Samkelo:ihavealwayshadthateffectonheryou

know.Thankslove

Zino:you'rewelcome.Iknowthatverywellandto

keepthatsmilegoingihavesomegoodnewsfor

youZee

Zanele:ohok?

Zino:themeetingwithZuluwasasuccess

Zanele:(smiled)areyouforreal?

Zino:shedidjustasshepromisedmylove

Zanele:ohthankyouLordatleastonethingis



goingthewayiwantitto

Samkelo:okitlookslikeyouhavealotoffillingto

dowithmelovewhatareyoutalkingabout?

Zino:(smiled)letmeleavey'alltoit

Zanele:thanksloveyouareastar.Tellheriwillring

herupsoon

Zino:shesaysyoucantakeyourtimeshe

understandsthesituationwearein

Zanele:ok

ZinoleftasZaneletookasipfromherjuiceand

filledSamkeloinonthelatest.OutsideZuluwalked

aroundtherosegardenasNombulelojoinedhim...

Nombulelo:whydoyouseemunhappy?

Zulu:imnotit'sjustthatican'tbelievewehave

beenrunningbehindthewrongpersonwhileour

answersarewithawhitejailbirdcalledDaniel

De'Graff



Nombulelo:what?

Zulu:allicansayisZaneleMsomi-Jolaisas

innocentasshecomes

Nombulelo:yeahitoldyou

Zulu:(sighed)iknow,youdon'thavetorubitinbut

thatZaneleMatjikizasaidsomethinginteresting

Nombulelo:what?

Zulu:shewantstosellthetruckingcompanytoone

ofustheshareholders

Nombulelo:thenyoubuyit(smiled)finallywewill

getwhat'soursback

Zulu:thingisCherelandtheotherguyarericher

thani

Nombulelo:thenwewillhelpyouimeanBongani

wouldn'tmindchippinginandofcoursethereare

dadpolicies.Weannouncehimdeadthengetthe

money

Zulu:areyousure?

Nombulelo:definitely.Let'sgetoveranddonewith



thefuneralthenitalktothefamilyaboutit

Zulu:okiwouldappreciatethat

Nombulelo:andagainthere'snowaytheywould

doubtyourloyaltytous.Thoughyoucanbeapest

attimesyouhaveshownthatyouwereatruefriend

toDumisaniJola.WowimagineJolaTruckingre-

calledJolaTrucking.Godreallyworksin

mysteriouswayswow

ShesmiledgoingbacktothehousewhileZulu

stoppedandlookedatherandsmiledaswell

smellingtheroses.

LATERTHATNIGHT

Bonganisatupashewasfailingtofallasleepand

lookedathiswifewhowasdeadasleep.Hesighed

gettingoffthebedandwenttothebalconyand

stoodthereforafewsecondslookingatthestars.

Heturnedleaningagainstthebarrierandsniffed



lookingatZanelewhowasstillfastasleep.Hewent

backintotheroomandwenttothebedroomdoor

lockingit.Helockedtheglassdoorleadingtothe

balconyaswellandstoodtherelookingatZanele...

Bongani:(softly)howdoyousleeplikethiswhen

youhavejustlostachild?DidyouhateMbalithat

much?

Angerconsumedhimashewentontopofthebed

andstrangledZaneleinhersleepasshewokeup

gagging...

Zanele:Bongani...

Bongani:(bithislowerlip)youdon'tdeservetolive.

Youkilledmydaughter!

^

^

^



^

^

.....
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35

Zanele:(gagging)Bonganiyouarehurtingme

Bongani:mydaughterZanele,yourownchild.The

onlychildyouhadtoprotectwitheverythingyou

hadbutyoufailed.Yousenthertohergrave

TightenedthegripasZanelegaggedmorekicking

tryingtogethishandsoffherneck...

Zanele:Bongani...

Bongani:whathasMbalieverdonetoyouhuh?

Whatdidisaytoyoushouldshegethurtwhatdidi...



Zanelefeltherbreathslowlyleavingherbodyas

shefoughttogetholdofthesidelampandthe

secondshedidshewastednotimeandhithimon

theheadashefellontheothersideofthebedwhile

shecoughedfallingoffthebed...

Bongani:youcrazywoman

Hesaidcheckingforbloodandhisforeheadwas

bleedingasheclickedhistonguegettingoffthe

bedwhileZanelekneltonthefloorstillcoughing...

Bongani:soyouwanttokillmetoo!?Isthatwhat

youwant?

Zanele:Bonganiwhathasgottenintoyou!?Areyou

crazy!?

Bongani:soyouaregoingtoraiseyourvoiceatme

whileyoukilledmydaughterZanele?



Hesaidchokingherfromthebackandjerkedher

upasshegroanedholdinghishands.Inhisroom

Kumkaniquicklyopenedhiseyeshearingthenoise

comingfromhisparent'sroom.Hedecidedtolisten

butquicklygotupasheheardhismotherscream.

Hequicklygrabbedhisrobeandopenedthedooras

Thembekaquicklydisarmedthehousealarmand

ranupstairswithZinocomingbehindher...

Zino:what'sgoinginthere?

Kumkani:thisbastardisbeatingupmymother

(bangedonthedoor)Bonganiyoubetterstopwhat

youaredoingrightnow!

Thembeka:Bonganiyousurearenotbeatingmy

daughterinthere!

Zanele:(screaming)pleasehelp!BonganiNo!

Bongani:ilovedthatchildZanele!Ilovedher!

Zaneletriedtoruntothedoorbuthegrabbedherby

hersleepingshirtandpulledherbackandslapped



herwiththebackofhishandasshefell...

Zino:(bangingthedoor)Bongani!

Bongani:youallknownothingaboutwhatthis

glorifiedwitchofyoursdidtomydaughter!

Thembeka:imcallingthepolice!

Bongani:yesandtellthemthatyourdaughteristhe

reasonmydaughterisnomore!

Zanele:(slowlygettingup)Bonganiwhatdoyou

wantfromme?

Bongani:(turned)whatdoiwantfromyou!?Really,

youaregoingtoaskmethat?

Zanele:ilovedMbaliBongani,Mbaliwasmy

daughteraswelldon'tyouthinkimfeelingthepain

youarefeelingrightnow!?

Bongani:wellyouhaveafunnywayofshowingit

then.YouneverlovedMbali!

Zino:Bonganiyoubetteropenthisdoorrightnow!

Bongani:orelsewhatZino!?Orelsewhat!?



Thembeka:Bonganistopthisplease

Bongani:ithoughtyouweregoingtocallthepolice

mother

Kumkani:dadpleaseisthishowyouwantto

rememberthepassingofyourdaughter!?

Bongani:youshutupbecauseyouarenothing

closetowhoMbaliwasdoyouhearme!?

Zanelewipedbloodonherlipsandclickedher

tonguegoingtohersafe...

Bongani:(corkedhergun)lookingforthis?

Thembeka:didhejust...(bangedthedoor)Bongani

stopthispleaseBongani!

Kumkani:shit!

HesaidrunningdownthestairsasZinofollowed

him...



Thembeka:guyswhereareyougoinghejustcorked

agunandmydaughterisinthere!

TheyignoredherasZinograbbedthekeystothe

doorleadingtothegarageandthrewthemat

Kumkaniashequicklyunlockedthedoorand

grabbedtheladderwhileZinograbbedtwoharmers

fromthetoolbox...

Zanele:(swallowed)okBonganisoyouaregoingto

killmeaswell?

Bongani:whatdoyouthink?Yes

Zanele:ohokthen(movedcloser)doitBonganiand

makesurethatidon'tsurvive

Bongani:(withhishandonthetrigger)Zanelewhy

areyouthisperson?

Thembeka:(screamingbythedoor)Bonganiplease!

Bongani!



Zanele:letmetellyouwhyimthispersonBongani.I

didn'thaveeverythingwhenigrewupdoyouhear

me?Ihadtofightallmylifetogetwhereiamdo

youunderstand?Ofcourseyouwouldn't

understandbecauseyouhadeverythinghandedto

youwhengrowingupyouwerefedwithasilver

spoonandyouareastuckupspoiltbratjustas

yourdaughterwas!

Thembeka:Zaneleno!

Zanele:nomamahewantstoknowwhyimthekind

ofpersoniamsoletmefillhimin

Bongani:Zanele...

Zanele:yesBonganiisaidit!Justlikeyourdaughter

youarenothingbutweaksogoaheadkillme

Bonganiandweshallseehowyoulivewithyourself

knowingyouhavekilledtheonlypersonwhohas

neverjudgedyouyourwholelife,apersonwho

respectedyouevenwhenyoucheatedherwithyour

PA!

Thembeka:what!?

Zanele:yesmamayourgreatsoninlawcheatedon



yourdaughterwithamerePAsokillmeBongani!

Yourdaughterwasoutthereinthearmsofanold

manwhohappenstobeyourfriendandyoudid

nothingtorescueherandyouthinkyoucanstand

hereandtellmeofhowmuchihatedher!?Yohbroi

lovedMbalidoyouunderstandme!?Ilovedthatgirl

morethananyoneinthishouseandwantednothing

butthebestforherandyouknowwhatfuckthis!

Shekickedhisballsasheleaneddowngroaningas

shequicklygrabbedthehandhewasholdingthe

gunwithastheyfoughtforit.OutsideZinoand

Kumkanijumpedintothebalcony...

Kumkani:macanyouguys...

Zino:moveoutoftheway

Sheshovedhimtothesideandhittheglassdoor

withthetwohammersshehadasthewholeglass

felldownandthegunwentoffaseveryonefroze...



Zino:Zanele!

ZaneleslowlyletgoofBonganiandheldher

stomachasBonganiswallowedlookingatallthe

bloodcomingoutofZanele...

Kumkani:Ma!

Thembeka:guyswhathappened!?Zanele!?

Zino:calltheambulanceKumkani!Zanele,Zanele

lookatmemylovelookatmepleasekeepyour

eyesopenformeplease!Kumkani!

Kumkani:imcalling!

Hesaidgrabbingthehousephonebesideshis

parentsbedanddialedtheemergencycarwhile

Bonganislowlysatonthebedlookingathiswife

wholookedtobeinalotofpainwhileZinograbbed

atowelandtriedtostoptheblood.Zaneleturnedto



himashelookedaway...

Zanele:(coughed)Zino

Zino:ssshdon'tsayanythingmylovehelpisonthe

wayok

Zanele:Zinoi...i...i

Zino:Zanelekeepyoureyesopenplease,ibegyou

Zanelekeepyoureyesopen

Thembeka:willsomeoneopenthisdooralready!

KumkanirantoitandopenedasThembekaran

insidebutfrozeseeingherdaughter'sstomach

coveredwithblood...

Bongani:Za...

Thembeka:shutup!Lookatwhatyouhavedoneto

mychild!

Bongani:ididn't...



Thembeka:shutup!

Shejumpedonhimcryingandbeathimupwhile

Kumkanitriedtogetheroffhim....

Zino:youknowwhat,theambulanceistakingtoo

long,Kumkanistopitandgobringthecararound!

Kumkani!

HeletgooffThembekawhowasbreathingheavily

lookingatBonganiwhileZinoliftedZaneleupas

Kumkanibroughtabiggercararound....

Thembeka:don'thurtherplease

Zinocarefullywentdownthestairswithher

bleedingsisteronherhandswhileKumkaniparked

bythefrontdoor.Heopenedthebackasthey

carefullylaidherontheseats...



Zino:macomewithmeKumkanimakesureyour

fatherdoesn'tgoanywheredoyouhearme?

Kumkani:ok

Zino:whenthemedicsgetheretelltemwehave

alreadywenttothehospital

Kumkani:okdrivesafeplease

Zino:(gotinthedriver'sside)mamakesureshe

keepshereyesopenandpressthetowelonthe

woundtocontroltheblood

Shesaidengagingthegearsandsoundedthehorn

astheguardsopenedthegate.Shesteppedonthe

acceleratorasitagreedwithherandputonthe

hazards.BythedoorKumkanisighedandclosedit

butasheturnedhesawhisfathercomingdownthe

stairs...

Kumkani:youarenot...



Heshovedhimoutofthewayandgotout,gotinhis

caranddroveoutaswell...

Kumkani:whatthehell?Dad!

Hiscarflewoutoftheyardastheguardsshook

theirheadsnotbelievingwhattheyjustwitnessed.

AttheJele's...

Alexgotoutofhisroomandwenttothemain

bedroomwherehefoundhisfathersleeping.He

softlyshookhimasheopenedhiseyesandsatup...

Mandla:what'supmyboy?

Alex:ican'tsleep

Mandla:why?



Alex:whereismommy?Shesaidshewascoming

backbutsheneverdid

Mandla:(Sighed)okjumponthebed(hedid)mom

isnotcomingbackanytimesoonok

Alex:why?

Mandla:thepolicearekeepingherbecauseshehas

donesomethingverybad

Alex:sotheyarrestedher?

Mandla:yesmyboy

Alex:doyoulovemomdad?

Mandla:notanymore

Alex:why?

Mandla:becausesheisnotthewomaniwantto

spendtherestofmylifewith

Alex:whydidyoumarryherthen?

Mandla:becausethenithoughtshewasthewoman

forme

Alex:whatchanged?



Mandla:imetsomeoneelse

Alex:soyoulovehermorethanmom?

Mandla:yesandthereasonwhymomisinprisonis

becauseshehaskeptthepersonilovehostage

Alex:what'sthat?

Mandla:shekidnappedher

Alex:likeinthemovies?

Mandla:yesmyboy

Alex:didthepolicefindher?

Mandla:notyetbuttheywillandoncetheydo,you,

meandheraregoingtobeahappyfamily

Alex:butiwanttoseemom

Mandla:youcan'tgotoprisonmyboyyouareto

youngtogointhere

Alex:butimissheridon'twanttobewithanother

womaniwanttobewithmom

Mandla:(sighed)okokAlexiwillseewhattodo

tomorrownowcanyougotosleep



Alex:youpromise?

Mandla:yesipromise

Alex:ok

HelaiddowninthebedasMandlasighedlookingat

him.Hefixedtheduvetmakingsurehewaswell

coveredashelaiddownaswellandsighedsoftly

shakinghishead.

AtMbali'shouse...

ThegatebellrangasValentinefrownedwakingup

fromhersleepandcheckedthetime...

Valentine:whothehellcanitbeatthistimeofthe

night?(Itrangsomemore)geezimcomingdammit

Shesaidputtingonhersleepersandfoldedhersilk



robegoingtoanswer...

Valentine:hello?

Willem:openup

Valentine:(frowned)whoisthis?

Willem:Willem

Valentine:what!?Whatareyoudoinghereatthis

timeofthenightWillem?

Willem:Valentineareyougoingtoopenuporyou

wantmetogetattacked?

Valentinescoffedopeningashewalkedinand

closed.Shelookedthroughthewindowandhehad

hisbagswithhimassheopened...

Valentine:really?

Willem:hililbrohowareyoudoingwouldbebetter

Valentine:whatareyoudoinghere?Isaidyoucan



comeovertheweekend

Willem:factisimherenow.Anythingtoeatimdead

hungry

Valentine:Howdidyougethereanyway?

Willem:icaughtthelastflightout

Valentine:youarecrazyhonestly.Ihaveleftovers

inthefridgeiwasgoingtopackthemforlunch

tomorrowbutyoucanhavethem

Willem:awsome.Thisisanicehousethough

Valentine:whodidyouleaveoumawith?

Willem:ourauntValentineitoldherihadtocome

assoonaspossible

Valentine:(shookherhead)youhonestlyare

somethingelse.I'mgoingbacktosleepihavework

tomorrowyouwillseewhichroomyouwanttokeep

therearetwomore

Willem:awesome.Nightsis

Valentine:youneverlistentoinstructionsandijust

prayyoudon'tjeopardiseourmission



Willem:gotobedV

Hechuckledtakingouthisfoodinthemicrowave

andatewhileValentinewenttosleep.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AttheJola's...

Samkelodroveinathighspeedandparkedhercar

runningtothehousewhereshefoundeveryone

withNomayeza...

Samkelo:goodmorning.Forgivemeforthrowing

myselfinlikethisbuticouldn'twaittocomeas

soonasigotyourcall.Pleasetellmethatmyfriend

isok...

Zino:goodmorninglovehaveaseatplease



Samkelo:Zino?

Zino:Zaneleisok,wellshewillbefine

Samkelo:(sighedoutofrelief)thankGod

Zino:yeahthedoctorsmanagedtoremovethe

bulletanditdidn'thitanyvitalorgans

Samkelo:thankyougoodLordiwassoworriedthat

myfriendwouldn'tgettoburyherownchild.When

canweseeher?

Zino:wecangointheafternoonifyouarenotbusy

Samkelo:okwewilldefinitelygo.WhereisBongani?

Nomayeza:(sighed)mypoorson

Thembeka:yourpoorson?Yourpoor...

Zino:mapleasecalmdown

Thembeka:noZinohersonalmostkilledmy

daughterandshecansitthereandsayherpoorson?

Ihopehe'snotalivewhereverheisbecausewherei

seehimimgoingtokillhimwithmytwohands

Zino:ma!



Nomayeza:ican'taffordtolosemysonthesame

wayilostmyhusbandno.Anyupdatefromthe

police?

Thembeka:youmustbekiddingme

Zino:macomeonnow,nomathepolicehaven't

saidanythingbutibelievetheywillfindhimontime

Nomayeza:theyshould

Thembeka:mxm

ShesaidgoingupwhileZinosighedshakingher

head...

Samkelo:canwecontinuewithpreparationsforthe

funeral?

Zino:yeahlet'sgotothestudyplease

TheyheadedtothestudyleavingNomayezainthe

loungewhileKumkanisatinthekitchenonhis

phone.



InPrison...

ColonelMolaopressedhisphoneasahugewhite

manstoodinfrontofhim...

Daniel:avisitfromthepolicewhathaveidonenow?

Molao:(lookedup)youmustbeDanielDe'Graff

Daniel:yesitisi

Molao:imcolonelMolaokindlyhaveaseat(hedid)

imheretoaskyouafewquestionsaboutacertain

individual

Daniel:ohok,who?

Molao:DumisaniJola

Daniel:(chuckled)thatsickoldbastardyeahwhat

abouthim?

Molao:soyouknewhim?

Daniel:ofcourseidid



Molao:how?

Daniel:wewereinbusinesstogether

Molao:whatkindofbusiness?

Daniel:whydoyouthinkimbehindbars?

Molao:soyouguystraffickedhumanbeings

together?

Daniel:yes

Molao:whathappenedthen?

Daniel:hesaidhewantedoutandknowingthe

dangersofhavinghimoutofthebusinesswehad

nochoicebuttoendhim

Molao:endhimhow?

Daniel:obviouslykillhim

Molao:ohisee.SoMrJolaisnomore?

Daniel:yesihadhisbodycutintopiecesandfedit

tothecrocodiles

Molao:isee.Alittlebirdtellsmethatyouacquired

hissharesbeforehisdisappearancethough.Wasn't



thatenough?

Daniel:itwasn'tenoughyesbecausehavinga

liabilityaliveismoreofalifetimesentence

Molao:iseebutwhydidn'tyoukeepthebusiness?

Daniel:imahustlerandabusinesslikethatwasnot

goingtobeofanyusetomesoihadtosellittothe

highestbidder

Molao:whynottheothershareholders?

Daniel:ididn'tknowthemtheonlypersoniknew

besideshisfamilywashissidechickandbythen

shehadthemoneyiwanted

Molao:doessheknowwhathappenedtohim?

Daniel:no

Molao:hassheasked?

Daniel:nobecauseassoonasthesalewent

throughsheneverknewhowtogetholdofme

Molao:butwhybuyabusinessofsomeonenot

knowingwhathappenedtothem?

Daniel:noonewouldsaynotosuchagreat



opportunity

Molao:sosheknewwhatyouarecapableof?

Daniel:yes

Molao:(sighed)okMrDe'Graffthankyouforyour

time

Daniel:gotallyouwanted?

Molao:andmore

Daniel:imgladicouldhelp.Ishiswifestillaround?

Molao:yes

Daniel:kindlytellherthatnexttimeshegetsintoa

relationshipshemustmakesurethatsheknows

whoherpartnerreallyisbecausetherearealotof

thingsherhusbanddidbehindherback

Molao:likewhat?

Daniel:yousaidyougotallyouwantedColonelbye

Molao:nowaityoucan't...(hewalkedaway)Daniel?

Heignoredhimandwalkedfurtherawayashe



sighedshakinghishead...

Molao:iguessthatmeanswecanfinallyclosethis

matter

HegotupleavingandtookhisphonecallingZulu.

Atthefemaleside...

Diannewaitedforhervisitorandscoffedasshe

sawMandlacomingin...

Dianne:tellmeyou'rejoking

Mandla:hiDianne

Dianne:whatareyoudoinghere?

Mandla:youarebehindbarsnowDiannethere'sno

needforyoutokeepMbalihostageanymorejust

releasethepoorchild



Dianne:(laughed)iguesstheyhaven'ttoldyouyet

Mandla:(frowned)tellmewhat?

Dianne:ifican'thaveyouthenthere'snowayshe

canhaveyoutoo

Mandla:(confused)what?

Dianne:yourlittlepoppieisnomore,theystrangled

andshothertodeath

Mandla:what!?

Dianne:nxnxnxshame,pooryou

Mandla:Diannewhatdidyoujustsay?

Dianne:ihadherkilled

Mandla:youbloodywitch!(Hesaidgrabbingher

withhercollar)

Guard:hey!

Dianne:(laughed)lookatyourself,youthoughti

wasgoingtoletyouhaveahappilyeverafterwhilei

wasmiserable?Hellnobuddyitdoesn'tworklike

that



Mandla:whatkindofamonsterareyou?

Dianne:haveanicelifeMandla

Mandla:youdisgustme

Shegotupandwalkedawaygivinghimamiddle

fingerandburstintoalaughwhileMandlaslowly

satdownblinking.

InCourt...

Thejudgeorderedeveryonetositdownandlooked

atthefilebeforehimandlookedupateveryone...

Judge:mayipleasehavetheaccusedonthestand

please

Lerato:MyLordwehavesomethingtotellyou

Judge:can'titwaituntilitsprosecution'sturntotry

theaccused?



Lerato:nomyLord.Wehavelostthepolicereport

fortheaccidentyourhonour

Zulu:what!?

Judge:pleasetellmeyou'rejoking

Lerato:iwishiwasyourhonourbutmycolleague

misplaceditnowwecan'tfindit

Judge:nocopy?

Lerato:nomyLord

Zulu:thismustbeajoke!

Judge:MrZulusettledownplease.Withthepowers

investedinmeinowdeclareMrBulldozerfree

becausethereisnousefortryinghimwithoutthis

report.Yourcarelessnessasofficersofthelawhas

costedavictimthejusticehedeserved.Bulldozer

youarefree.Courtisadjourned

Hehitthegavelastheyallstoodupandheleft...

Zulu:whatthehellisthis?



Lerato:wearesorryMrZulu

Zulu:tohellwiththisman!

Heclickedhistongueleavingashisdriverfollowed

him.LeratolookedatXabawhoswallowedand

followedheroutwhileBulldozersmiledwhistling.

AtJola'sI-tech...

InatracksuitandahoodieoverhisfaceBongani

walkedinhisofficesandgotintheelevatorgoing

up.Itarrivedatthemanagementfloorofficesashe

gotoutandswallowedinfrontofValentine'soffice

door.HesniffedandopenedthedoorasValentine

frownedlookingup...

Valentine:areyounotsupposedtobehome?

HeclosedthedoorandlockeditasValentine



swallowedstandingup...

Valentine:idareyoutotryanythingimcallingthe

securityonyou(hequietlyclosedalltheblinds)

Bonganiwhatareyoudoing?

Heslowlydroppedthehoodieassheswallowed

lookingathissweatyface...

Valentine:areyouok?

Hegrabbedherandpushedheragainstthewallas

shebreathedheavilylookingathim...

Valentine:Bong...

Hetightlyheldherchinandkissedher.

^



^

^

^

^
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Valentinesighedbitingherlowerlipwithherblouse

openwhilehertwocakesdangled.Shesatontopof

herdeskwithherlegscrossedasBonganiquietly

tightenedhistrackpantwaist...

Valentine:ineverknewyouwouldbethatgood

whensober(hekeptquiet)honestlyspeakingifthis

isthekindofsexwearegoingtohavewhenyou

arenotdrunktheniwantyousoberallthetime

daddy



Hequietlyputonhishoodiewhileshebitherlower

liplookingathim...

Valentine:ithinkitstimeigaveyoumyaddress

becauseitseemslikeyouandihavealongwayto

go

Bongani:don'tflatteryourself

Valentine:(chuckled)menandplayinghardtoget.I

knowyouhadagoodtime

Bongani:imamarriedman

Valentine:so?

Bongani:youhavetorespectthat

Valentine:yetyoucancometome

Bongani:ijustwantedtorelievesomestressits

nothingpersonalmydear

Valentine:ohreallysoyouthinkyougettodistract

melikethatandgettotossmetotheside?

Bongani:whatareyougoingtodoaboutit?



Valentine:don'ttryme

Bongani:ialreadyknowthekindofpersonyouare.

Didyoureallythinkiwasthatnaive?Theproblem

withyouwomenthinkyoucanalwaysusesexto

getwhatyouwant.Youhavemessedwiththe

wrongpersonthistimearound

Valentine:(tookherbra)Bonganiyoudon'twantto

godownthatroadwithme

Bongani:doyouwanttogodownthatroadwithme?

(Shekeptquietfrowning)ididn'tthinkso.Firstofall

thisismycompanyandimaketherules.Youreally

thoughtiwouldsquealandletyouwalkallovermy

head?Thisiswasmeprovingtomyselfthekindof

personyouare.Youarenothingbutalowlifebitch

andyouareluckythatimgoingtoallowyoutobea

receptionistassistant

Valentine:(gotoffthedesk)excuseme!?

Bongani:youheardthatright.Youcangoahead

andreportmeallyoulikebutrememberihavea

friendwhowaswithusFridaynightandjustsoyou

knowhe'ssomeonewhoreallycaresaboutme



Valentine:youcameontome

Bongani:youforgetwhatido?ImanInformation

technologistsoyoureallythinkididn'tlookinto

yourlife?There'snoboyfriendwhokickedyouout

ofanapartmentyoucameallthewayfrom

Capetwontoherebecauseyouwantrevengeforthe

dealbetweenmyfatherandyourfather

Valentine:(swallowed)idon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout

Bongani:ifyouthinkmywifeisanaivewomanthen

youhaveanotherthingcomingyesimightbemad

atherforwhathappenedtoourdaughterandi

mighthavedonesomethingsoutofangerbuttrust

methetimeshedecidestocomeforherpaybacki

willberightbehindher.Iregretevertrustingyoubut

imgratefulforfollowingmygutanddoaback

groundcheckonyou.Sleepingwithyounowwas

justtoshowyouofhowmuchofadesperateloose

bitchyouareandtoletloose.Itmeantnothingto

me

Valentine:(scoffed)soyouwanttoplaydirtyisee



Bongani:abunchofpicturesofyouandiwillnever

getyouwantyouwantandifiwereyourightnowi

wouldpreparetogoworkinthegroundfloor

becauseyouneverdeservedtobehereinthefirst

place

Valentine:wow

Bongani:ifyouwanttoknowwhathappened

betweenMicahandDumisaniyouknowwhereto

findme.Ineverthoughtthisdaywouldcomebutim

gladithas.Alotofpeoplehavetakenmefor

grantedbecauseimquietandsoftlittledothey

knowthatbehindthesoftnesslies...

Valentine:acheatinghusbandwhowoulddo

anythingtoembarasshiswife

Bongani:(scoffed)noahusbandwhowoulddo

anythingtoprotecthisfamilymoreespeciallyhis

wifefromvultureslikeyou.(Grabbedherbyher

chin)Trymeonemoretimeandyouwillseeexactly

whoBonganiJolais.Pleaseopenthewindowsit's

kindofstuffyinherewedon'twanttherightperson

forthisjobcomeintothisright?Goodgirl



HesmiledandwinkedatherleavingwhileValentine

swallowedahugelump.Assoonasthedoorclosed

shegroanedandpunchedthedeskbitingherlower

lip...

Valentine:shit!Shit!Shit!(Sighed)okokValentine

youstillgotthis.Yeshemightthinkhegotitallbut

mygirlyouarestillontopofyourowngame.Your

dadandmombuiltthattruckingbusinessforyou

andyourlittlebrotherandyouwilldoanythingto

getitbacknowyouhavetoplaysmartbecauseyou

havehonestlywidenedyourcardswaytoomuchto

thesepeople(smiled)onlyifheknewtherewasa

video

Shechuckledfixingherskirtandtookherhand

mirrorfromherbagfixingherlipstick...

Valentine:peoplewithmoneyalwaysthinkthey



havepoweroverusbutimgoingtoteachthese

peoplealessontheywillneverhealfrom.Hellhave

nofurylikeawomanscorned.BonganiandZanele

JolaareyettoknowwhoValentineLotterinis.If

theythinkI'mmydrunkardfatherthentheyhave

anotherthingcoming.Bloodyshits

Sheclickedhertongueandpackedherthings.

InThembisa...

FromcourttotheirofficeXabaanddetective

Sebokodidn'tsayawordtoeachotherasDetective

SebokosighedandlefttheofficewhileXaba

attendedtoanothercase.Sheheadeddownto

ColonelMolao'sofficerandstoodbythedoor

shakingherhead.InsideMolaoplayedagameon

hisphoneasshefinallyknocked...

Molao:comein



Sheslowlyopenedandwentinsideashepaused

hisgameandsatup...

Lerato:gooddayColonel

Molao:haveaseat

Lerato:thankyou

Molao:whatcanidoforyoudetective?

Lerato:iwouldliketoknowwhatyourplanwithus

is

Molaosatbackandsoftlyrubbedhischinwithhis

fingerswinginghischairwhilelookingather.She

swallowedandlookeddowntwitchingherfingers...

Molao:lookupatme

Lerato:imreallysorryi...

Molao:isaidlookupididn'tsaysaysomething



Lerato:(swallowed)iknowhowmuchthismeantto

alltheothercasesbut...

Molao:youarethedetectiveLeratoanditrustyou

todoabetterjob

Lerato:iknowbutididn'tknowanyofthiswould

happen

Molao:weworkwithcriminalsLeratoSebokoso

somethingofthisnatureisalwaysboundtohappen

Lerato:(sighed)ishouldhaveknownbetter

Molao:indeed

Lerato:imsorry

Molao:sorrywillnotfixthismess

Lerato:whatcanidotofixthemess?

Molao:investigateXaba

Lerato:butcolonelXabaisoneofthegoodofficers

Molao:reallynow?

Lerato:yescolonel

Molao:yetawholereportwentmissingunderhis



watch

Lerato:hejustmisplacedit

Molao:youwantedtoknowwhatyoucandotofix

thisright?

Lerato:yesbut...

Molao:butnothing.Startinvestigatinghim

detectivethat'stheonlywayicanforgiveyou

Lerato:(sighed)ok

Molao:ifyoudon'tmindiwouldliketogobackto

whatiwasdoing

Lerato:howdiditgowithyourmeeting?

Molao:allwentwell

Lerato:(swallowed)ok

Shepushedthechairbackandwenttothedoor.As

shewasabouttoopenupMolaopausedhisgame...

Molao:Lerato



Lerato:(turned)Colonel

Molao:iloveyoubutwhenitcomestoworkidon't

compromise

Lerato:iunderstand

Molao:greatsodowhatiaskedyoutodo

Lerato:yescolonel

Sheswallowedleavingashesighedjustaftershe

closedthedoorbehindher...

Molao:thisiswhytheysayneverdateacolleague

Herubbedhisfaceheavinganothersighandwent

backtohisgame.

AttheJola's...

TheguardsopenedforMandlawhoroughlyhitthe



brakesandpacedinsidefindingZinoandSamkelo

talkingtoachef...

Mandla:where'sBongani!?

Zino:thankyousomuchthatwillbeall

Mandla:isaidwhere...!

Zino:youbetterholdyourhorsesbecausefirstofall

shouldtheoldwomenofthisfamilycomedown

youwillnotevenrememberhowyoucameinhere

HesniffedwhileZinoshookthechef'shandwho

leftandtheylookedatMandlawiththeirarms

folded...

Samkelo:haveyounoshame?

Mandla:imnothereforyouimhereforBongani

Zino:thesamepersonwhotrustedyouwithhis

childandyouwentofftosleepwithher?Notonlyto

sleepwithherbutimpregnateherandgetherin



danger?Howrich

Samkelo:notdangerbutgotherkilled

Mandla:excuseme?

Samkelo:yesMandlamyfriendismourningher

daughterbecauseofyou

Mandla:ilovedMbaliSamkelo

Zino:ifyoureallylovedheryouwouldhave

protectedherfromharm'sway.Nowmynieceis

lyinginacoldroomallbecauseofamanwho

wouldwouldn'tkeephiszipclosed.Aperverted

marriedman.Siesman

Mandla:Zino...

Samkelo:doyouknownowmyfriendisfightingfor

herlifeonahospitalbedbecauseofyou?

Mandla:what?

Zino:yesMandlayoutoreyour"friend's"family

apartandyoucomehereandthinkwecanstand

hereandlistentoyourbull?Actuallyleave

Mandla:imnotgoinganywhereideservetobury



Mbali

Thembeka:youhavethenerve

Mandla:mamai...

Thembeka:heyungadiqelekakubimchanandiza

kuhlakanizanezibontongempamauyandiva?

Maundibekaubonaunyokokum?Ungadinjwaele

kanjalo(Don'tyoudaremyboyiwillhityouagainst

thesewallsyouhearme?Doyouseeyourmother

whenyoulookatme?Don'tcomeatmelikethat)

Mandla:ngiyaxolisa(imsorry)mamaididn'tmean

to...

Thembeka:mkafundini(gomyboy)

Mandla:butmamai...

Thembeka:khuzaukundibizaunyokowo

mthakathindithegodukaapha!(Stopcallingme

yourwitchmotherisaidleave!)

Mandla:ma

Thembeka:haiboZinocan'tthisboyhearme?

Mandla:okmaiwillgobutyouwillnot...



Thembeka:MandlaJelephumaemdliniyomtanam

phuma!(isaidgetthehelloutofmydaughter's

house)

Shesaidtakingoffhershoeandthrewitathimas

heranoutwhileSamkeloandZinolookedatone

anotherlaughing...

Thembeka:yesesman.Ninabobabili(youtwo)do

youhaveanyupdatefromthepoliceaboutBongani?

Iwantthatlunaticarrested

Zino:iknowwhathedidwasnotonbuthe'sstill

Zanele'shusbandmama

Thembeka:notwhileimstillalive

Nomayeza:andungubaniwena?(Youare)

Thembeka:(foldedherarms)Zanele'smother

Nomayeza:that'srighthermothernother

Zino:okbomamaiknowemotionsarerunningwild

rightnowbutlet'sthinkaboutwhyweareherein



thefirstplace.LetBonganiandZanelesortouttheir

issuewithoutyouguysinterferingplease

Thembeka:imlookingoutformydaughter

Nomayeza:haveyoueverstoppedandwondered

whyhedidwhathedid?Bonganiisnotaviolent

person

Thembeka:ohreallynow?Haveyouseenmy

daughter'sroom?Where'smydaughterrightnow?

Nomayeza:notonly...

Samkelo:okenoughnowladiesplease!Your

grandaughterisnomoreandyourdaughteris

fightingforherlifeinthehospitalinsteadoffighting

youguysshouldbeworkingtogethertoseethat

everythinggoeswellintermsofyour

granddaughter'ssendoff.Zaneledoesnotdeserve

anyofthisifitwasoneofyouinthesituationshe's

inshewouldbedoingeverythinginherpowerto

makesurethateverythinggoesaccordinglysostop

actinglikekidsanddowhatyouaresupposedtodo.

ComeZino



Shetookherhandastheywentoutsidewhile

ThembekaandNomayezalookedatoneanother

andwenttodifferentdirections.

THATAFTERNOON

Atthehospital...

SamkeloandZinowentintoZanele'sroomandput

infreshflowersinhervasewhileSamkelofixedher

sheet...

Samkelo:neverinmylifehaveieverthoughti

wouldseeZaneleinthisposition

Zino:neitherhaveibutheyiguessnooneknows

whattomorrowholds

Samkelo:indeed.Butareyouguyssureabout

sellingthecompanytooneoftheshareholders?

Zino:wellshe...



Zanele:yesimsure(shecoughed)

Samkelo:ohmywordZee(rantothedoor)doctor!?

Nurse!?Pleasehelp!

SheclosedthedooragainwhileZaneletookoffthe

oxygenmask...

Zino:noZeekeepiton

Zanele:ican'tbreathproperlywithitonmynose

Dr:(smiled)ohshe'sawake.HelloMrsJola

Zanele:(clearedherthroat)hidoctor

Dr:(checkingherup)youaredoingsowellMrsJola

justtakeiteasyok

Zanele:yesdoctor

Dr:don'tworryladiesshe'sstillregainingher

consciousnesssodon'tmindthebreathingand

coughing

Zanele:canitaketheoxygenmaskoffdoc?



Dr:letmechecksomething

Heaskedhertobreathinandoutwhilehemoved

thestethoscopearoundherchest...

Dr:(smiled)yesma'amyoucan

Zanele:ohthanksGod

Dr:iwillseeyouinabit.Ladies,don'tmakehertalk

alot

Samkelo:yesdocwewon't

HesmiledleavingasZinoandSamkelosmile

standingonhersides...

Zanele:y'allthoughtiwasgoingtodieright?

Samkelo:youshouldhaveseenhowscarediwasi

couldn'tevensleepafterZinotoldme

Zanele:imumcgwabiloveiwon'tgodownthat



easily

Samkelo:ohyesbabythatiknow

Zanele:(clearedherthroat)where'sBongani?

Zino:wedon'tknownowbuttrustmeoncehe's

foundhewillpayforwhathedid

Zanele:no

Both:huh?

Zanele:that'smyhusbandandhewasright

Samkelo:Zanelethismanwentbizarreonyou

Zanele:andit'smyfault

Zino:sisno

Zanele:yesZinoit'sallmyfaultandnohusbandof

minewillbearrestedwhilehehastoburyhischild

Samkelo:friendiknowyouloveBonganibuthe

almostkilledyou

Zanele:yesalmost.Iminotalivenow?

Samkelo:youarebut...

Zanele:butnothing.Bonganiisnotgoingtoprison



andthat'sit

Samkelo:soyouaregoingtojeopardiseyoursafety

becauseoflove?

Zanele:mysafetyismyhusband'spriority.You

bothknowihaterepeatingmyself

Zino:okoksisbutwhataboutMbali'skillers

Samkelo:andthisValentinebitch

Zanele:ladieswhatmattersrightnowismaking

suremydaughter'sfuneralbecomeswhatshe

wouldhavehopedfor

Samkelo:but...

Zanele:nothing,mydecisionisfinal

Zino:sisyoucan'tleaveDiannejustlikethatcome

on

Zanele:youheardthedoctormyloviesdon'tmake

metalkalot.Byeandiloveyou

Samkelo:Zanele



Shequietlyputheroxygenmaskbackonwhilethey

lookedatoneanotherandleft.

InMbali'shouse...

Valentinethrewherkeysonthekitchencounterand

wenttothefridgewhileWillemcameoutofhis

roomstillinhissleepingclothes...

Willem:sisyouarehomealready

Valentine:imhereforlunch.Whyareyoustillin

yoursleepingclothes?

Willem:stilljetlegged

Valentine:really?A2hourflightdonotpatronize

meplease

Willem:areyouok?

Valentine:doilookok?

Willem:whathappened?



Valentine:thatbastardknowswhoiam

Willem:who?

Valentine:BonganiJola(scoffed)ihonestly

underestimatedthatbastard.Iforgotthatheisan

ITspecialist

William:whatdidhedo?

Valentine:thebloodymoronknowswhoiamand

knowwhathappenedbetweenourparents

Willem:didyouknowhewasaninfirmation

technologist?

Valentine:ofcourseWilliam

William:soyouthoughthewouldn'tscanthrough

you?

Valentine:ofcourseWilliamineverthoughtso.He

looksstupid

William:neverjudgeabookbyit'scover

Valentine:whateveristillholdtheupperhandhere.

Onemistakeididwastoopenmycardssoearly

William:ihavealwaystoldyouV.Youcanneverdo



suchathingtopeopleuntilyouknowexactlywhat

theyarecapableof

Valentine:thosepeoplearenothingandanyway

what'stheupdateonKumkani?

William:he'sbusywithpreparingforhislosssohe

hasn'tdoneanythingsinisteryet

Valentine:thesoonerwefinishwithhimthebetter.

Thesepeople'sweaknessesistheirkidssowork

hard

Shesaidtakingherkeysagainandleft.

Backatthehospital...

Zaneleslowlygotoffthebedbitingherlowerlip

andslowlywalkedaround.Sheheldhertight

stomachandliftedherdressalittleandsoftly

shookherheadstandingbythewindow.Thedoor

openedassheslowlyturnedtoitthinkingitwasthe

doctorbutlockedeyeswithBonganiwho



swallowedashisheartraced...

Zanele:(smiled)don'tjuststandtherecomeonin

Bongani:hi

Zanele:gooddayMrJola

Bongani:Zaneleimhonestlysorryaboutwhat

happened.Iknowsorrydoesn'tcutitbutihopeyou

finditinyourhearttoforgiveme.Imangryabout

Mbali'sdeathbutyouwererightitooshouldhave

donesomethingtoprotectherasaparentsoas

muchasiwanttoblameyouforherdeathihaveto

blamemyselftoo.SoMrsZaneleJolaimreally

reallysorry

Zanele:ilongforgaveyou

Bongani:(frowned)areyounotangry?

Zanele:nothere'snoneedformetobeangryatyou

Bongani.Youwereconsumedbyangerandnoim

nottryingtojustifywhatyoudidbutido

understandwhyithappened.Iknowyouarenotan

abuserandthatyouwillneverbeone.Imsorryfor



notdoingmypartasamothertoMbalibutright

nowlet'sfocusongivingherthebestsendoffshe

canget

Bongani:(heldherhand)iloveyouZanelealot

Zanele:iloveyoutooBonganiandwearehuman

wemakemistakesbutwehavetolearnthrough

thosemistakesandibelieveyouhavelearntthat

youdon'tgosleepingaroundifyouareangryabout

something

Bongani:(swallowed)imreallysorry

Zanele:youwerewithherlastnightright?

Bongani:(lookeddown)nothismorning

Zanele:(liftedhisface)yesitsembarrassingbut

somedayyouwillhavetogetoverit.Youalsonota

cheatermylovesoiforgiveyou

Bongani:noZaneleidon'tdeserveyourforgiveness

Zanele:imeantmyvowswhenisaidingoodand

badtimesBonganiJola

Bongani:idon'tdeserveyou



Zanele:metooyethereweare

Bongani:weneedtotalkabouthowtogetridof

Valentine

Zanele:ok

Bongani:ifoundoutwhosheis.Ididalittle

investigationonheraftersheforcedmetopromote

herandifoundoutwhoshereallyis

Zanele:(smiled)iknow

Bongani:(frowned)youdo?

Zanele:yepshe'sMicahLotterin'sdaughterright?

Themanwhotradedthecompanyforafarmwith

yourfather

Bongani:howdidyou...(frownedandscoffed)oh

ZinosometimesiforgetwehaveaPIinourhome

Zanele:(smiled)andsometimesiforgetimmarried

toaveryintelligentITspecialist

Bongani:(tookherhandandhelpedhertothebed)i

wasthinkingweshouldhackintoherphoneand

deletethephotosshehasonmebecausethat'sthe

onlyleverageshehasonme



Zanele:don'tyouthinkshemighthaveacopies

Bongani:truebuthowdowefindthem?

Zanele:Zinowillknowexactlywhattodofindthem

myloveandjustsoyouknowthere'salsoasex

tape

Bongani:what!?

Zanele:yepsheshowedittometheotherdayand

saidishouldpeacefullyleaveyouforherorelse

she'sgoingtodragourreputations

Bongani:wowsoMicah'sdaughterisreally

determinedhey

Zanele:andithinkweshouldpayhimavisitafter

thefuneral

Bongani:why?

Zanele:Valentinedoesn'ttakecareofherfatherbut

onethingiknowisthatshestillrespectshim

Bongani:soyouwantustousehimtogetherto

backdown?

Zanele:yesbutalsofindoutwhyshe'snottaking



careofhim

Bongani:okthat'snotaproblemmylove

Zanele:(smiled)acouplethatdoeseverything

togetherstaystogetherforlong

Bongani:formyfamilyiwoulddoanything.One

thingisaidtomyselfwasthatiwasnevergoingto

bethekindofmanmyfatherwas.Iwasgoingto

loveandprotectmyfamilywithmyallhencei

chosethecareerichose.Iknewmydadwas

cheating(Zaneleswallowed)andifitweren'tforme

goingtotheclubthenighthedisappearediwould

havefoundoutwhohewascheatingwith

Zanele:wellthat'sinthepastnowandyouare

nothinglikehim

Bongani:yeahhey.Youbetterhealquicklyineed

youhome

Zanele:ohimcominghomemyloveandnothingis

goingtostopmenotevenagunwound

Theylaughedasthedooropenedwithtwopolice



officerswalkingin...

Officer:gooddayandsorryforthrowingourselves

inlikethisbutwearehereforyouMrJola

Bongani:oh?

Officer:yesyouneedtocomewithusforwhatyou

didtoyourwife

Zanele:whatdidhedotome?

Officer:MrsJolaweknowhesho...

Zanele:nowhatyouneedtodoiswalkoutthatdoor

thesamewayyoucameinandgooutthereand

arreststherealculprits.Myhusbandisnotgoing

anywhere

Officer:MrsJolaweun...

Zanele:doyouwantmetopresschargesagsinst

you?Doyouwantthehospitalchargeyoufor

harassingapatient

Officer:wearejustdoingourjob

Zanele:idon'thavetheenergyforyou



Officer:(sighed)okbut...

Zanele:leaveofficer

Theofficersighedagainandshookhishead

walkingoutashiscolleaguefollowedhimout.

Bonganismiledandlookeddownathiswife...

Bongani:howdoyoudoit?

Zanele:what?

Bongani:makeamanthatsizetrembleinhispants?

Zanele:(chuckled)let'sjustsayyouaremarriedtoa

womanwhoknowswhatshestandsfor

Bongani:andilovehersomuch

Zanelesmiledasheheldherfaceandplanteda

softkissonherlips.

AttheStation...



Xabaswunghischairdeepinthoughtsandsighed

dialingZino...

Zino:heyiseverythingok?

Xaba:yeaheverythingisok.Howareyouholding

up?

Zino:iwillbefinetryingtobestrongforeveryone

Xaba:don'tdenyyourselfthechancetomournas

well

Zino:yeah

Xaba:youknowthere'ssomethingthathappened

thatcancostmemyjob

Zino:whathappened?

Xaba:ilostafilethathadacasereportonsomeone

Zino:really?

Xaba:yeahbutimverysurethatiwenthomewithit

onFridayitwaswiththefilesihadbutnowitsno



wheretobefound

Zino:imreallysorrymaybeyouthoughtyoutookit

butdidn't

Xaba:imsureidid.Idoublecheckedallthefiles

beforeputtingtheminmycarunlessmycolleague

tookitSundaynightbymistake

Zino:youthinkso?

Xaba:yeahbutthenagainwhatwouldhedowithit?

Zino:idon'tthinkhetookitjusttryjogyourmemory

maybeyouwillrememberwhatreallyhappened

Xaba:(sighed)thisisfrustratinghonestlybutim

justgladistillhaveajob

Zino:yeahheyimreallysorryhopefullyyouwillfind

itsomewhere

Xaba:itwillbeofnousebecausetheculprithadto

bereleased

Zino:imreallysorry

Xaba:itsok.Wewilltalklaterhey

Zino:noproblem.Haveawonderfulafternoon



Xaba:iwilltryto.Youtoo

Zino:bye

Hehungupandrubbedhisfacewhilebythedoor

Leratofrownedinthoughtsandwalkedaway.Atthe

Jola'sZinosighedplayingwithherphoneand

shookherheadgoingbackinthehouse...

Zino:imsorrybutihadtodoit

Shesighedmoreshakingherheadandpoured

herselfaglassofwater.

Backatthehospital...

Zanelesatupreadinganovelasthedooropened.

ShelookedupatitasValentinewalkedinwitha

smileonherface...



Valentine:ohwowwon'tyoulookatthat

Zanele:goodday

Valentine:wheredidyourloveforstarringlandyou?

Ahospitalbed(shelaughed)youshouldseehow

wornoutyoulook

Zanele:whatcanidoforyouValentineLotterin?

Valentine:ishouldbetheoneaskingyouthat

questionbutanywayit'sok.Ijustwantedtosee

withmyowntwoeyesifitreallywastrue

Zanele:iwouldliketoreadmynovelinpeaceifyou

don'tmind

Valentine:timeisrunningoutmyloveimwaitingto

hearaboutthedivorce

Zanele:(swallowed)imworkingonit

Valentine:don'tpatronizemeZaneleiknowyouare

notandjusttomotivateyoualittle(bitherlowerlip)

hecamebymyofficethismorninganditwassoso

sogood



Zanelequietlylookedatherandsighedopeningher

novel...

Valentine:he'snolongerinterestedinyoumylovei

hopethat'smotivationenoughandagainyouknow

what'satstake.Condolencesaboutyourdaughter

andihopeyougetbettersoon

Shesmiledrubbingherarmandwalkedoutas

Zaneleslowlyclosedherbook.Shesoftlyshookher

headandsmiledasValentineclosedthedoor...

Zanele:thisimsogoingtoenjoy.Youcoloured

womenthinkimjustgoingtowatchyoutakeaway

mylifelikethat?Youdon'tknowthewomanyou

havemessedwith.

3DAYSLATER



^

^

^

^

^
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Pelahaohakefitlhaosekewantelekawena

lefikalakaketshabetsehowena...

Jehovaholefikalakamookamedi

Haholejwalonkagolebogajwang...

Theladieswearingablackandwhiteuniformwith

whiteberetssangtheirheartsoutasZaneleand



Bonganicamedownstairsholdinghands.Zanelein

afigurehuggingblackdress,amatchinghatthat

wasdecoratedwithfeathersandblackgloveswith

herblackstilettoswhileherhusbandworeaslimfit

tuxedowithablackmalekuan.Behindthem

followedZinoinablackdressaswellassheheld

ontoKumkaniwhowaswearingblackskinnyjeans

andablackjacketwithablackgolft-shirt.The

pastormovedforthemasSbuopenedthecasket

forMbali'sviewing.Infullmakeupandablackand

whitedressshepeacefullylaidinthereasBongani

swallowedholdingherforehead.Zanelesoftly

rubbedhisarmastearsfilledhiseyes...

Bongani:iwishyoucouldjustwakeupmylove

Zanele:itsokbabyit'sokimhere

HesighedastheymovedforZinoandKumkani.

Tearsbuiltinhiseyesnotbelievinghewasseeing

hislittlesisterlyinginthere...



Kumkani:auntZi...

HeswallowedapainfullumpasZinotookhishand

followingBonganiandZaneleout...

Zino:itspainfuliknowmyboybutwithtimeitwill

healok

Therestofthefamilyandfriendsfollowedviewing

Mbali'sbodyandwenttotaketheirseatsasthe

mencarriedherwhiteandgoldcasketoutside.The

topofitwascoveredwithabigpictureofhersas

theycarefullyputitonthestandwhilethechoir

sanganothershorthymn.Sbuasthemasterof

ceremonytookthemicrophoneandtookasipfrom

hiswaterstandingbythepodium...

Sbu:notaverygoodmorningbutsomehowagood

onebecauseourbelovedisrestinginthearmsof

ourLord.IknewMbalifromwhenshewasababy



(smiled)actuallyherfatherwasthemostexcited

manonthatdayirememberhowhesentme

picturesofhereverysecondtellingmethathecan't

believehisbabygirlhasarrived.Hewasthat

obsessedwiththischilditellyouall(everyone

chuckled)heliterallydroppedeverythingonthat

daywhenhiswifetoldhimthatshewasonlabour.

Theywenttothehospitalaround12noonandhe

stayedthereuntilshegavebirtharound6pm.A

whole6hoursofwaiting,thedoctorstriedtochase

himawaybutherefused.Ifyoucouldseethe

videosandphotosofhiswifeinlabouryouwould

fallbackwithlaughter(theychuckled)that'show

muchiknewthismanlovedhisdaughterandi

shouldsaybuddyidon'thowyouarefeelingatthis

momentbutalliknowisthatGodwillhealyoumy

friend.Godwilldefinitelytakeyouthroughevery

phaseofhealingandsomedayswon'tbeeasybut

asialwayssayyouhaveastrongwifebesidesyou

myguy.Thiswomanisyourrockandyoudidn't

marryherbymistakeshehonestlyremindsmeof

mywife.ZaneleandBonganiwhateveryouguys

needwewillbehereforyouandthisgoestothe



restofthefamily.WeallknowMbali'spresence

wasfeltwherevershewent.Shealwayschosethe

bestvacationspotswheneverwehadtogoonatrip

asafamilyandwenowdon'tknowwhowilleverdo

suchagreatjobmychild

Heswallowedlookingathercasketandsighed

lookingintheprogram...

Sbu:rightnowwewillgostraighttothespeeches.

Wewillstartwithherauntandbrotherthenher

grandmothersandthenherparentswillcomein

last.ZinoandKumkanipleasecomeforth

ZinofixedherdressandfollowedKumkanitothe

podium.Shesighedtakingthemicrophonefrom

Sbu...

Zino:it'shonestlyaverysaddayforusasthe

familiesofJolaandMsomi.Mbalijustlikeher



namewasaflower,shebroughtlifetoeverything

sheputherhandson.Sheandifoughtalot

(scoffed)idon'tknowmaybeitwasbecausewe

bothwantedZanele'sattention(everyonechuckled)

butwewerereallycloseyouwouldswearwewere

sisters.Imgoingtomissyoualotmyniece,idon't

haveanyonetodomymakeupwithandtease

whiledoingit.Likeyourunclesaidyoualways

chosethebestvacationdestinationsandthat'sone

thingthat'sgoingtomakeithardtogetthrough

yourpassingbutwithGod'shelpandthesupport

fromeveryoneibelievewewillgetthroughit.Rest

wellmyMbaliauntyZinolovesyousomuch

ShesniffedgivingKumkanithemicrophoneand

wipedhertearsasSbugaveherabottleofwater.

Kumkaniswallowedlookingatthecasketand

heavedahugesigh...

Kumkani:i...(swallowed)i...



Hecouldn'tholditanymoreandcoveredhisface

withhishandburstingintotearsasZinohugged

him.Bonganileaneddownonhisseatcoveringhis

aswellshakinghisheadwhilehiswifesoftly

rubbedhisback.Thechoirbrokeintoasongwhile

ZinotriedtogetKumkanitocalmdown...

Zino:it'sokmyboyitsok

Kumkani:idon'tknowificandothisauntyit'shard

Zino:iknowmyboybutthisispartofyouhealing

myboyiknowyoucandoit

Hesniffedwipinghistearsandtookabottleof

waterasthechoirstoppedsinging...

Kumkani:(withhisvoiceshaking)mysisterandi

werenotthebestoffriendstobehonestwithyou

all.Wefoughteverychancewegotand

that's...that'swhy...



Hesighedleaningdownholdingontohisknees

shakinghisheadcryingwhileZinotearfullyrubbed

hisback...

Kumkani:(crying)thisiswhytodayisnotagood

dayforme.Iwishasabigbrothershouldhave

workedhardonmakingsureourrelationshipgot

betterbutinsteadinevercaredaboutit.Iwas

supppsedtoprotectyouMbalibecausebesidesmy

parentsandeveryoneweonlyhadoneanotherto

lookafterbutididn'tdomypartasabigbrother.I

failedyoumysisterandimhonestlysorry

HeburstintomoretearswhileBonganiwalkedout

ofthetentshakinghisheadwithtearsalloverhis

face.Hiswifetookabottleofwaterandfollowed

himtothehousewhilethechoirsang...

Zanele:babe

Bongani:idon'tthinkicangoonwiththisZaneleim



notreadytoputmychild'sbodyinthathole.Imnot

readytoseethosemencoverherbodywithsoillike

she'snothing

Zanele:comeherelove

Bongani:nolovei...

Zanele:iknowitshardmyloveiknowitshardbut

imhereforyoubabeimheretomakesurewewalk

thisroadtogether

Samkelo:(camein)iseverythingok

Zanele:yeahhewillbefine

Samkelo:(heldhishand)iknowitshardbuddyi

honestlyknowitshard.Iknowhowitfeelslosing

yourownchilditsapainthatnevergoesawaybut

youlearntolivewithitastimegoes.Comelet'sgo

giveyourdaughterthebestshedeserves

SherubbedhisarmashesighedandtookZanele's

handandtheywentbackoutside...



Kumkani:yourpassingisawoundthatwillnever

healmysister.Seeingyourbodyinthatbodybag

wasthemostpainfulthingandican'tgetthe

pictureoffmymind.Ijustwantedyouwakeupthat

dayandwakingupeverydaytonoonemaking

noiseortellingmeofhowmuchofanuisanceiam

mademerealisethatyouwerereallygonebuti

don'tknowifiwilleverforgivemyselffornotbeing

thereforyouasyourbigbrother.Mamanotataim

reallysorryforfailingyourdaughterandihopeyou

bothfinditinyourheartstoforgiveme.Tataiknow

howmuchyoulovedMbaliyourloveforhercould

beseenbyablindpersonbecauseitwasveryvocal

andyouneverhiddenit.Imreallysorryandihope

onedaywewillbeatpeacewiththis.Thankyouall

HesniffedgivingSbuthemicashismothercalled

himandhuggedhim...

Zanele:itsokmyloveitsokmamaishereok.We

knowitshardbutwearehereforyouok



Henoddedwithtearsrunningdownhiseyesas

Zanelesoftlywipedthem.Bonganistooduplooking

athimandhuggedthebothofthemwhileSbu

sighed...

Sbu:yeahnehit'snevereasytosaygoodbyeto

yourlovedone.Mayhergrandmotherspleasemake

theirwayuphere

Intheirblackdresses,ThembekaandNomayeza

madetheirwaytothefrontasthechoirsang.

Atthepolicestation...

LeratoopenedtheofficedoorandfrownedtoXaba

whowasalreadythere...

Lerato:whyareyouheresoearly?



Xaba:ijustwantedtogetmymindoffthings

Lerato:ithappenedXabaweneedtomoveonfrom

this

Xaba:whataboutthetrustColonelMolaohadinme?

Iknowforsurehenolongertrustsme

Lerato:he'sangryyesbuthewillcomearoundall

youhavetodoisproveyourselftohimthatitwas

indeedamistake.Thetrustmightbebrokennow

butyoushouldworkonbuidingitupagain

Xaba:whatifhedemotesme?Thispromotion

honestlywasthebeginningofgreatthingsforme

doyouknowthat?

Lerato:youarenotgoingtobedemotedXabait's

been3daysnowsoinsteadofbeatingyourselfup

workonmakingyourselfbetteragain

Xaba:(sighed)yeah

Lerato:anywayihavebeenmeaningtoaskyou

something

Xaba:ok?

Lerato:whowereyouwithatthehouse?



Xaba:mysonandmyvisitor

Lerato:whoisthevisitor?

Xaba:Zinokuhle

Lerato:(frowned)Zinokuhlewho?

Xaba:Tombale.Whydoyouask?

Lerato:haveyouaskedheraboutthefile?

Xaba:noshewouldn'ttakeit

Lerato:whatmakesyousosure?

Xaba:whywouldshedoitinthefirstplace?

Lerato:doyouknowhowthesepeoplerelateto

Bulldozer?

Xaba:who?

Lerato:theJola's?

Xaba:noalliknowisthatheworksatatrucking

companythatusedtobetheirs

Lerato:he'sZaneleJola'scousin

Xaba:oh?



Lerato:yesandhowisZinokuhlerelatedtoZanele?

Xaba:theyaresistersbutnothere'snohowshe

couldhavetakenit.Shewasaroundmeallthetime

idon'trememberherbeingoutofmysight

Lerato:didshesleepover?

Xaba:yesdetective

Lerato:then...

Xaba:nodetectiveiknowwhatyouaretryingtosay

butthat'snothowZinois.Shewouldneverdosuch

athing.Zinoisagoodwoman.Yesitmightbeher

cousinbehindbarsbutZinostrikesmeassomeone

whowillalwaysstandforthetruthwetheryouare

familyornot

Lerato:youhonestlyhavealottolearnabout

women

Xaba:withallduerespectdetectivenotallwomen

arecunningandconniving

Lerato:don'tletyourcrushforherblindyou

Xaba:ineedtotakethesetotheforensics



Lerato:Xaba...

HeshookhisheadleavingwhileLeratoscoffed

shakingherheadandstartedworking.

BackattheJola's...

Zanelesighedtakingthemicrophoneasthechoir

stoppedsinging....

Zanele:firstlyletmethankyouallforyourimmense

support.Ithashonestlygotusthroughthistrying

time.Iwillbespeakingforbothmyhusbandandi

becausehe'snotemotionallyoktostandinfrontof

everyoneandtalkaboutourdaughterasamemory.

(Swallowed)honestlyspeakingitsatoughtimefor

allofus.Iknowsomeofyouarelike"wheredoes

shegetthestrength""didshereallyloveher

daughter""whyhaven'tweseenasingletearfrom

hereyes"wellthat'sbecausewemourndifferently.



Justbecauseimnotcryingandrollingonthefloor

doesn'tmeanthatmydaughter'spassingdoesn't

hurtme.Ifyoucouldtakealookinsidemeyouwill

seethatbrokendoesn'tevencomecloseto

describehowiamnow.Ilovedthisyounggirlwith

myall.Sheknewiwoulddoanythingforherbuti

wasn'treallyaperfectmother.Ihopeshefindsiton

herspirittoforgivemebecausehadiletmy

daughterbeherownwomanwewouldn'tbehere

today.Mydaughterwouldhavenotranawayfrom

homeandthrewherselfatamanwhowasleading

hertothis.It'smyfaultthatweareallgatheredhere

todaycryingbutitdoesn'tendheremylovethat's

allimgoingtosay.(Sighedsmiling)nowtothe

relationshipshehadwithherfather,allicansayis

thatthesetwowereinseparable.Frombirth

Bonganicouldn'tstopravingabouthisdaughter

andhonestlyspeakinghespentalotoftimewith

herthanidid(everyonesmiled)whatevershe

wantedhediditforhernomatterthecost.Henever

missedherdramaplaysatschoolandhonestlythat

shouldbethetimeirealisedwhoMbaliwasbuti

wassoblindedbytheneedforhertobeanother



versionofme.Mbalilovedactingwhenevershehad

aplayshewouldrehearseherlineswithher

grandmotherandyouwouldseethatitwasa

naturalgiftshedidn'tforceit.Ijustwishiaccepted

whoshewasthantotryandforceherindoing

somethingshewasnotfondof.Mbalimylove

daddyandiwillalwaysloveyouandyouwill

foreverbeinourhearts.Ourmemorieswithyouwill

liveforever.Goodorbadiwillalwayscherish.Ilove

youmybabygirl

ShegaveSbuthemicrophoneandwenttositdown

asBonganihuggedher...

Sbu:rightnowwewillhavetwosongsfromthe

choirthenhearthewordofencouragementfrom

thepastorthenheadofftoourdaughter'sfinal

restingplace

Thechoirtooktheirplaceandstartedsingingwhile

outsideamongstthecarsMandlasatinhiscrying



hiseyesoutlisteningontheprogram...

Mandla:imsosorryMbali.Ishouldhaveprotected

youfromallthis.Ireallyamsorrymylove.

AtMbali'shouse...

Valentinesatonthediningtablewatchingthe

funeralonlineasherbrotherjoinedher...

Willem:whatareyouwatching?

Valentine:thefuneral.Whatkindofawomanisthis

woman?

Willem:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Valentine:notevenasingleteardropfromhereyes

Willem:she'stryingtoacttough

Valentine:shereallyhatedherdaughter

Willem:anywayenoughaboutthosepeoplelet's



talkaboutyou

Valentine:whataboutme?

Willem:howdidyouacquirethishouse?

Valentine:thatdoesn'tmatter

Willem:itactuallydoesVnextthingiwillbechased

outofherewhileyouareatworknotknowingwhat

doto

Valentine:thisismyhouse

Willem:how?

Valentine:okWillemyoh.Ichangedthelease

Willem:whatabouthersignature?

Valentine:iforgeditofcourse

Willem:whatifhersugardaddycomesbehindyou

Valentine:hewillbeverybrave.Hehasalottodeal

withthantoberunningaroundahousethatnever

belongedtohim

Willem:butheboughtitV

Valentine:so?TheleasewasinMbali'snameand



shegiftedmethehouseihavealettertoproofthat

indeedshegiftedmethehouse

Willem:letmeguess,it'sfakeisn'tit?

Valentine:yesitis

Willem:ourtargetsaretheJola'sVnototherpeople

Valentine:shewasaJolaaswell

Willem:but...

Valentine:butnothingWillemspeakingoftheJola's

youhavebeensayingyourguysarekeepinganear

onthegroundforyouaboutKumkanihowisit

going?

Willem:theyhavefoundnothingyet

Valentine:reallynowWillem?

Willem:maybehe'sclean

Valentine:ohpleaseWillemyoucanseethathe'sa

thuglookinginhiseyessolookharderdammitpay

peopleifyouhavetoineedinformationonthatboy

Willem:iwilltryharder



Valentine:youshould

Willem:whataboutyouandthecoupleimeanhere

theyarelookingallloveydovey

Valentine:(smiled)let'sjustsaynotonlywilltheybe

mourningtheirpreciousdaughterbutwillsoonbe

mourningtheirbusinessesaswell.Imlandingmy

firststrikeverysoon.Ijustwantthemtobe

comfortable

Willem:areyousuretheyarenotplanninganything?

Valentine:theyknowihavethembytheballs

Willem:butweneedtobecareful

Valentine:don'tyouthinkimcareful?Evenifthey

strikeiwillbereadyforthem

Willem:BonganiisanITspecialistV

Valentine:iknow

Willem:thatmeanshe'sabletohackthrough

anythingwhatifhedeletesthethingsyouhaveon

him?

Valentine:ValentineLotterinisnotanidiot



Willem:istillsaywehavetohaveplanB

Valentine:thatiswhyyouhavetomakesuretofind

what'sreallygoinginKumkani'slifeandstop

stuffingyourfacewithfoodallday.

Shesaidtakingherphonegoingtoherbedroom

whileWillemsatbackshakinghishead.Hetookhis

phoneanddialedoneofhiscontacts.

AttheCemetery...

Everyonetooktheirseatsasthechoirsangwhile

the8mencarefullyputMbali'scoffinonthe

loweringbelts.TheMsomiFuneralparlourworkers

gaveeveryoneawhiteballoonwrittenMbali'sname

onit.BonganiandZaneleheldhandsasKumkani

laidhisheadonZino'slapquietlywipinghistears.

Thepastorsaidashortprayerasthemenknelt

downandpressedthebuttonasthecasketstarted

toslowlygodownwhilethechoirbrokeintoa



song...

dumelangkeatsamayakeyalefatshenglena

Jesowampitsaontukisetsasebakasahodula...

BonganibrokedownasSbutearfullysqueezedhis

shoulder.Zaneletriedsohardtokeepittogether

butseeingthatcasketslowlyvarnishingintothe

gravesealedeverythingasshebrokedownaswell.

SamkelosniffedrubbingherbackwhileNomvula

attendedtoacryingThembeka.Nombulelo

attendedtohermotherwhileZinominded

Kumkani...

Zanele:Mbali!

Samkelo:itsokfrienditsokshe'srestingnowshe's

atpeace

Zanele:mybaby!

Samkelo:iknowitspainfulmyloveiknowbuthang



intherebabyhanginthere

Shecriedoutloudasthecasketlandedintheinbuilt

graveasthepastoraskedthefamilytocomethroe

inahandfulofsoil.Theyfollowedoneanotherwhile

outsidethegraveyardMandlalookedonasthe

balloonsfilledthesky.Hesighedandgotinhiscar

drivingoffwhileZanele,Bonganiandweregiven

whitedovestoreleaseintothesky.Thechoir

continuedtosingwithSamkelojoiningthemasthe

mencoveredMbali'sbody.Theyputupa

tombstoneafterwardsasSbureadthelast

message...

Sbu:"yourspiritshalllivethforeverwithinus.Rest

intheLord'sarmsMbalinhleMabelJola"

Pastor:thankyou.Mayweallstandonourfeetto

saythelastprayer(theyalldid)let'sallbowour

headsandsaytheLord'sprayer

All:ourfather,who...



TwoblackSUV'sdroveinathighspeedaseveryone

stoppedprayinginshock.Twogiantmengotout

followedby6othermenholdinggunsasallthe

ladiesscreamed...

Man:yeahyouthoughtyouwouldhidefromusneh?

Zanele:whatthehellisthis?Whoareyoupeople?

Bongani:babeno

Zanele:noBonganithesemencan'tjustdrivein

hereanddisrespectuslikethis.Whatthehellisthis?

Man:KumkaniJola

Zanele&Bongani:what!?

Man:shoulditellyourparentsorwillyou

Kumkani:(swallowed)whoareyou?

Man:(laughed)reallynow?Isthatwhatyouare

goingtoplayat?

Bongani:Kumkaniwhatarethesepeopleonabout?



Zanele:whatdoyouwantfrommyson?

Man:boyidon'twanttosayanythingmuchcome

Zanele:youarenottakingmysonanywherewith

you

Zino:whatdoyouguyswant?

Man:canyouladiesjustshutup!?

Bongani:don'tyoudaretalktothewomenlikethat?

Howdisrespectfulcanyoupeoplebe?Can'tyousee

weareburyingourchildhere?

Man:dowelooklikewecare?Kumkaniidon'twant

tosayanythingsocomewithus

Zanele:mysonisnotgoinganywherewithyou

Kumkani:momitsok

Zanele:noifanythingyoutakeme

Bongani:what!?Babeno

Zino:Zanelenopleasethesepeopleshouldtellus

whotheyarefirst

Bongani:exactly



Man:yoursonknowswhowearesoarewegoing

withyoumyboyorthebeautifulmotherhere?

(Smiled)

Bongani:nooneisgoinganywherewithyou.Sbu

callthepolice

Man:iwouldn'tdaretrythatifiwereyoumyman

becausenoneofyouwillmakeitoutofhere

Ashesaidhismencorkedtheirgunsastheyall

raisedtheirhands...

Kumkani:okokenoughguysletmegowiththese

people.Momyoudon'thavetodoit.Thisismy

messiwillfixit

Zanele:ijustburiedachildandican'taffordtolose

anotheronesorathertakeme

Bongani:babeplease...

Man:youknowwhatimactuallystartingtoget

annoyedgetinthecar!



Bongani:love...

Zanele:it'sokbabe.Zino

Zinoswallowedlookingatherwhileeveryone

lookedonshocked...

Kumkani:mama...

Zanele:itsokmyboy

ZanelegaveZinoherbagandtookherglasses

headingtothecarwiththemencomingbehindher.

Theyopenedthedoorforherasshelookedather

familyandwentinside.Theyallgotintheircarsand

droveoffwhileafumingBonganiturnedtoa

nervousKumkani.

^

^

^



^

^
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AttheJola's...

Thewholefamilywentinsidethehousewhile

everyoneelsegotservedwithfoodoutside...

Bongani:howlongareyouplanningtokeepquiet

forKumkani!?

Zino:Bonganipleasecalmdown

Bongani:calmdown!?ReallyZinoyouareseriously

goingtoaskmetocalm downwhileihavenoidea

wherethosepeoplehavetakenmywife?Yoursister?

Wejustburiedyoursisterforcryingoutloud



Kumkanitheleastyoucandoistellushowmuch

youowethosepeoplesothatwegivethemtheir

money

Thembeka:didanyonecallthepoliceatleast?

Zino:soyouwanttoriskyourdaughterbeingkilled?

Thembeka:butwecan'tsithereanddonothing

Zino:wellifyouallcouldjuststopshoutingmaybe

Kumkaniwouldtelluswhothosepeopleare

Kumkani:idon'tknowwhotheyare

Bongani:dammitKumkani!Dammitman!Doyou

reallythinkwearethatnaive!?

Nomayeza:don'tshoutathimlikethatson

Bongani:mamamywifeisoutthereGodknows

wheredoyouunderstandthat?Awomanwhojust

buriedherowndaughterisouttheretryingtosave

hissonbecauseshe'safraidoflosinganotherchild.

Kumkanishould...

Nomvula:stopitBongani!

Bongani:Nomv...



Nomvula:nomamstopit!Thisthingofyoualways

blamingsomeonewhensomethinghappenswill

takeyounowhere.Youalmostkilledyourwife

becauseyoublamedherforMbali'sdeathnowyou

wanttoblameKumkaniforZanelestandingupfor

him?Comeonman!Yesthosepeoplewerelooking

forKumkanibutknowingthepainoflosingachild

Zaneletookthechanceandofferedtheytakeher

insteadwhatdidyoudo?NothingBonganiyoudid

nothingbutshoutatKumkanidon'tyouthinkhe's

notworriedabouthismotheraswell?Shoutingat

Kumkaniwillhelpwithnothingweshouldbe

workingtogethertoseehowwecanfindZanele

(Bonganiswallowed)stopactinglikeadamnbitch

andmanupman

Nomayeza:haibonaweVula

Nomvula:nomaimsickandtiredofBongani

alwaysplayingthevictimhehastomanupandfind

hiswife.Ifanythingheshouldbetheoneonthe

phonewithhiscontactslookingforZaneleinstead

ofshoutingatachild.

Zino:(sighed)mayyoupleasecomewithme



Bongani

Bongani:wherearewegoing?

Zino:justfollowme.Everyonepleasestayputinthe

loungedonotansweranycallsfromanunknown

numberexceptforyouKumkani

Thembeka:whereareyouguysgoing?

Zino:tofindZanele

Thembeka:inthehouse?

Zino:yes.Bongs

Shesaidleadingthewaydownthepassageas

Bonganifollowedher.Thedeepertheywentthe

darkeritbecame...

Bongani:(frowned)howcomeihaveneverseen

thissideofthehouse?

Zino:onlyZaneleandiknowthissideofthehouse.

Thisiswhereikeepmystuff



Shesaidopeningaroomasbluelightslitup...

Bongani:somanyequipments?

Zino:imnotyourregularPI.Haveaseat

Bongani:(hedid)sohowarewegoingtofind

Zaneleinhere?

Zino:remembersheworeglassesaftergivingme

herbag?

Bongani:yes

Zino:thosearen'tordinaryglassesthoseglasses

haveatrackerinstalledinthem.She'salways

carryingthemsothatwheneversomethinghappens

toherimabletotrackherthroughthem

Bongani:wow

Zino:seehowmuchofschoolingyoustillneed?

(Scoffed)anywayputonthatcomputerandpunch

inthispassword



Shesaidgivinghimatabthathadthepasswordto

thecomputer...

Zino:justsoyouknowmypasswordschange

everytimeiswitchoffthesystemsodon'tthinkyou

cancramitupandcomesnooparoundhere

Bongani:wheredoyougetthiskindoftecnology?

Zino:frommybraineverythinginhereiinvented

myself

Bongani:maybeishouldhireyouasmypersonal

systemdeveloper

Zino:idon'tcomecheap.What'sourlocation?

Bongani:it'sstillloading....theretheyarein

Rosebank

Zino:goodwehavetomakeourwaythere

Bongani:withoutsecurity?

Zino:everheldaguninyourlife?Wellbesidesthe

otherday?

Bongani:yeahtwiceithink



Zino:thenyouwillusethisone

Shesaidthrowinga9mmathimashefrowned...

Bongani:soyoualsohaveguns?

Zino:safetyisveryimportant

Bongani:areyousureyouareawoman?

Zino:doyouwantyourwifealiveornot?

Bongani:let'sgobutistillthinkweneedbackup

Zino:howlonghasyourwifebeeninbusiness?

Bongani:25years

Zino:howdoyouthinkshehasstayedrelevantand

consistentforthislong?

Bongani:herabilitytoconvinceandmanipulatea

situation

Zino:(smiled)impressiveBongsyouknowyour

wife.SotrustmewhenisayZanelewillwalkoutof

therewithnoscratch



Bongani:thingismaybethesepeoplearedifferent

Zino:25yearssothatmeansyourwifehas

definitelydealtwithdifferentcharacters

Bongani:okthensowhydowehavetogothereif

youaresosureshewillmakeitout?

Zino:1she'sgoingtoneedtransportand2wejust

needtomakesureshedoes

Bongani:okthenlet'sgo

Shesmiledathimastheyfollowedoneanotherout.

Everyoneintheloungeturnedtothemasthey

walkedin...

Thembeka:and?

Zino:theyareinRosebankwearegoingtherenow

Sbu:imcomingwith

Zino:noyoustaybehindandmindthesewomen

andmakesureKumkaniisokandagainyourwife

stillneedsyou



Nomayeza:isitsafethough?

Zino:theyhadgunsmasoitsdefinitelynot

Nomayeza:imnotreadytoloseason

Thembeka:imnotreadytoloseadaughtereither

andhemadeavowwhenthey...

Samkelo:okmathere'snotimeforblackmailsnow,

Zinopleasebringmysisterbackhome

Zino:onethingaboutZaneleisthatshe'safighter.

Seeyouguyslater

SheledthewayasBonganifollowedherwhile

Kumkaniswallowedlookingatthecardriveout.

ZululookeddownthehallwayasSamkelocleared

herthroatlookingathim...

Samkelo:ithinkweshouldgrabsomethingtoeat

anddrinkwhilewewait

Thembeka:imnoteatinganythingwithoutmy

daughterhome



Nomayeza:metoo

Samkelo:shouldiremindyouthatyoubothhaveto

takeyourmedication?(Theysighed)Vulacome

helpmeinthekitchen

ShefollowedherwhileZululookeddownthe

hallwayagainandsniffedgoingoutside.

InRosebank...

OneofthemenopenedthedoorasZanelelooked

atthemandscoffedgoinginside.Someofthemen

holdinggunswantedtocomeinbutoneofthe

leadersstoppedthematthedoor.Zanelelooked

aroundtheofficeandcurvedherlipssittingdown...

Man1:ishouldsayyouareonebravelady

Man2:amotherofnote.Youdeserveanobleprize

forwhatyouhavedoneforyourson



Zanele:(smiled)sogentlemenwhatdoyouwant?

(Theylookedatoneanotherandsmiled)

Man1:ithinkimgoingtolikeyou.Youlooklike

someonewhounderstandsthegameverywell

Zanele:iinventedthegame

Man2:ohwowimpressivemama.Unfortunatelyit

doesn'tworklikethat.Wearethegame

Zanele:tryme

Man1:anythingtodrink?

Zanele:wearenotfriendssonothankyou

Man1:comeonmylady

Zanele:isaidno.Tellmewhatyouwanttheniwill

leavepeacefully

Man2:yoursonhascostedusmillions

Zanele:letmeguess,drugs?

Man2:hititonthenail

Zanele:howmuchdidhecostyouguys?

Man1:R5M



Zanele:(laughed)areyouguysbeingseriousright

now?

Man1:ohsoyouaregoingtolookdownonusnow?

Zanele:that'sbesidesthepointwhatiwanttoknow

iswhatwereyouthinkingyouweregoingtogain

fromtakinghim?

Man1:youjustburiedyourdaughtersoyou

definitelywouldn'trisklosinganotherchild

Zanele:whatyouaretryingtosayisyouweregoing

tomilkmoneyfromus

Man2:allhe'ssayingisthatyouareavery

successfulbusinesswoman

Zanele:andnotnaiveatthat

Shesmiledlookingatthemastheylookedatone

anotherandscoffed...

Man1:sohowisthisgoingtoend?

Zanele:youaregoingtobackoff



Man1:ohreallynow?

Zanele:becauseyoudon'twanttodealwitha

womanwhowouldanythingtoprotectherson

Man1:youarenotgoinganywherewithoutgiving

usourmoney?

Zanele:imnotgoingtogiveyouadimebutim

goingtostartbeingyoursupplier

Theylookedatoneanotherandburstintoalaugh

whileshekeptastraightface...

Man2:youmusthigh

Zanele:whydoyouthinkyourcustomerswentto

him?(Theyswallowed)becausehesellsoneofthe

bestcokeintownwheredoyougetyoursagain?

Ghana(laughed)howcheap

Man1:carefullady

Zanele:sowhatdoyousay?Imigoingtobeyour

supplieroryouarereadytolosemorethanjust



yourclients?

Man1:areyouthreatningus?

Zanele:notatallifiwereyouiwouldhaveinformed

youguysthatialsoownafuneralparlour.Imagine

yourownkillerbetheonetakingcareofeverything

aboutyourfuneral(shesmiled)

Man1:wearedealers

Zanele:supplyingcheapcokepeoplewantthereal

stuffandyouknowthere'snocokebetterthan

colombiancoke

Man1:(swallowedlookingathispartner)how

much?

Zanele:60/40

Man1:youmustbecrazy

Man2:wearenotfools

Zanele:who'slifewillbeatmorerisk?

Man1:wewillhavetothinkaboutitthisisour

territorywewon'tbeleadbyawoman

Zanele:afterEvecomesmejustsoyouknow



Man2:let'sseeifyoucandelivertheamountof

cokeweneedatthemomentthenwewilltalk

Zanele:iseeyoustilldoubtmehasn'tthetimewe

spenttogetherproventoyouthatimnoordinary

woman?

Man1:getourcokeandthenwewilltalk

Zanele:letmewriteyoumynumber

Theygaveherapenandapaperasshewrotedown

herdetails...

Zanele:iguesswearedonehere

Man1:yes.Needtransport?

Zanele:ohnomysisteriswaitingformeoutside

Both:(frowned)what?

Zanele:onceagainImZaneleJolaandimnot

someoneyouthinkyoucanjustwalkallover.Iwill

hearfromyousoongentlemen



Shesmiledandwinkedatthemwalkingoutwhile

theylookedatoneanotherwithfrownsontheir

faces.Shewalkedpasttheothermenandclosed

thedoorbehindhershakingherhead.Shelooked

aroundandspottedZino'scarthensmiledmaking

herwayoutoftheyardwhileZinoandBongani

smiled...

Zino:whatdidisaytoyou?

Bongani:thankGodshe'sok

Hesaidgettingoffthecarandrantoherwhilethe

menstoodbythedoorsurprised...

Bongani:whathappened?Didtheyhurtyou?

Zanele:noloveimok.Theyarejustabunchoffools

thatKumkaniborrowedmoneyfrombutiwillsort

themoutsoon



Bongani:borrowedmoney?ButwegiveKumkani

moneylove

Zanele:youknowtherearesomethingsthatwe

wouldneverallowhimtoownsoithinkhewanted

tobuysomethingwewouldn'tapproveof

Bongani:howmuchdoesheowethem?

Zanele:50K

Bongani:youbeingseriousrightnow?Amere50K?

Zanele:iknowright.Canwepleasegohomenowi

wanttomournmydaughterinpeaceandpleasedo

notshoutathimoraskhimanythingwhenweget

there

Bongani:butweneedtoaddressthisissuemylove

Zanele:youwilldoitinafewdaysmyloveright

nowourheartsarestillsoresoweneedtobegentle

withhim.Youseethathe'shavingahardtime

dealingwiththepassingofhissister

Bongani:okloveimjustgoingtogivehim3days

max

Zanele:that'smorethanenough



Zino:canyoupleasegetinthecar?Igotcoldbeers

atthehousescreamingmyname

TheylaughedgettinginthecarasZinodroveoff

whileZanelerolleddownthewidowandlookedat

themenoncemoreasthecardisappeared.

InThembisa...

LeratomadeherwaytoMolao'sofficeasshethrew

herselfinwithoutknockingandfoundhimpacking

histhings...

Lerato:Colonel

Molao:detectiveyouhavetoknockfirst

Lerato:imsorryaboutthat.Goingsomewhere?

Molao:yesimgoingtowaterfallihavetotalktothe

Jolafamily



Lerato:ohiseebutbeforethatcanwehaveaquick

chat?

Molao:about?

Lerato:themissingreportithinkiknowwhotookit

Molao:who?

Lerato:ZinokuhleTombale

Molao:how?Didn'tXabasayhewenthomewithit?

Lerato:shevisitedhimthepastweekendandspent

anight

Molao:howdotheyknowoneanother?

Lerato:idon'tknowbutthat'stheonlythingthat

makessensenow.

Molao:soyouthinkmaybetheygotclosetoXaba

togetthereport?

Lerato:yesbecausetheyknowwithoutthereport

there'snohowBulldozerwouldstaybehindbars

Molao:ohwowokthenbutifshetookittheyhave

alreadydisposedit



Lerato:iknowbutatleastwehavesomethingonly

ifXabacanbelieveit

Molao:sohedoubtsshewouldtakeit?

Lerato:yeahthat'swhyithinkmaybeishouldtalk

toherwomantowoman

Molao:ihavespokentothatwomanbeforeshe's

slick

Lerato:itwouldn'thurttotry

Molao:okyouhavethegreenlightbutremember

wesaidwewillgobacktothepoisonedyoung

boy'scaseaftersolvingthesecases?

Lerato:yeah

Molao:soithinkthetimeisnowweneedtotalkto

theoldwoman

Lerato:justtellmewhencolonelandiwillavail

myself

Molao:goodfornowletmegototheJola's

Lerato:yessir



Shesalutedhimastheysmiledatoneanother

walkingout...

Molao:yougotanicebutt

Lerato:imgoingtoreportyouforsexual

harassment

Theylaughedashemadehiswayoutwhileshe

wentintoheroffice.

AttheJola's...

TheguardsopenedthegateasZinodroveinhercar.

Everyonewasseatedundershadesdrinkingtheir

beerswhileZanelegotoffthecarandheadedtothe

housewherethewholefamilywas...

Samkelo:friend!



Shejumpedonherhuggingheraseveryonelooked

onsmiling...

Zanele:mygunwoundisstillhealinglovebe

careful

Samkelo:imsosorrybabesitotallyforgot

Zanele:it'sokit'snolongerpainfuljustthatthe

stitchesarestillthere

Thembeka:mybaby

Zanele:himaiknowyouwereworriedaboutmebut

imgood

Thembeka:ihopetheydidn'tputafingeronyouor

elsetheywillhavemetodealwith

Zanele:mayouareoldandhavenoenergytobe

fightingmenthathuge(everyonelaughed)butno

theydidn'ttouchmewejustspoke

Nomayeza:whatdidtheywant?



ShelookedatKumkaniwhoswallowedlooking

away...

Zanele:apparentlyKumkaniborrowedmoneyfrom

them

Thembeka:what?Why?

Zanele:idon'tknowbutitsnotimportantwhat's

importantisthatitsallsortednow.OkKumkani?

(Hekeptquiet)Kk?

Kumkani:ma?Yes,yesmaandthankyousomuch

Zanele:yourdadwillsitdownwithyoubutnot

today

Kumkani:(swallowed)ohok

Sbu:(phonerang)pleaseexcuseme

Hesteppedoutsideastheyallwantedtoknowhow

itallwentwhileKumkanimadehiswayupstairs...



Sbu:Mandla?

Mandla:iknowimthelastpersonyouwannahear

fromnowbutpleaseineedyoumyguy

Sbu:whereareyou?

Mandla:outsideBongani'shouse

Sbu:ohokimcoming

Hesaidlookingbackatthehouseandeveryone

wastalkingashemadehiswayout.Hespotted

Mandla'scarbytheneighboursandwenttoit...

Mandla:thankyoufotcoming

Sbu:what'swrong?

Mandla:imnotcopingSbuineedyoutoorganizea

meetingbetweenmeandMbali'sparents

Sbu:areyoulisteningtoyourself?

Mandla:yeahbutiwouldneverhealuntilitalkto

them



Sbu:thesepeoplearehurtingMandlaandit'sall

yourfault

Mandla:andiregretit.IregretputtingMbali'slifein

dangerineverthoughtthingswouldcometothis

Sbu:oneofyouwasboundtonotsurviveobviously

MandlaallyouhadtodowasbeaparenttoMbali

notalover

Mandla:iknowbutpleasehelpme

Sbu:(sighed)iwillseewhaticandobutMandlaim

tiredofyouguysactingliketeenagers.Weareway

toooldtobedoingthethingsyouaredoing.You

haveachildwho'slookinguptoyouforgoodness

sakeifyoucan'tdoittoprotectyourdignityatleast

thinkabouthisfutureandwhatyouareteaching

him.Youarebothhismotherandfathernowsoyou

betterstartactingright

Mandla:yeahiwill

Sbu:sureiwilltalktoyouaboutthemeetingand

justsoyouknowiwillbedoingthisforhimand

whenyouwalkintothatmeetingshouldithappen

thinkabouthim



Mandla:yeah

Sbu:cheers

HesaidgettingoffthecarasMandlasighed...

Mandla:Sbudah

Sbu:yes?

Mandla:thanksmyguy.Idon'tdeserveitbutthank

you

Sbu:actrightJeleactright

HeclosedthedoorasMandlasighedthrowinghis

headbackanddroveoff.Justastheguardswere

abouttoclosethegateafterSbuwalkedinMolao's

carstopped...

Guard:howcanwehelpyousir?

Molao:ihaveamessageforthefamily



Guard:ok

Heparkedoutsideandwalkedintheyardandfound

everyonehavingfun.Heheadedtothehouseas

Nomvulalethimin...

Bongani:gooddaysirhowmaywehelpyou?

Molao:ihavesomenewsforthefamily

Bongani:about?

Molao:MrDumisaniJola

Zanele,SamkeloandZinoswallowedlookingatone

anotherwhileZulusmiled...

Bongani:ohoksirhaveaseatplease(hedid)

Molao:firstofallletmesaycondolencesforyour

lossnoparentshouldburytheirchild

Bongani:thankyousir



Molao:(sighed)wehavebeencarryingoutan

investigationaboutMrJola'sdisappearance

Zanele:weyoumeanyourselfandwhoelse?

Molao:mycolleaguesma'am

Zanele:ohokbutsofarasthefamilyweknowhis

carendedattheriver

Molao:yesthat'swherehetookhislastbreath

Nomayeza:what?

Molao:imafraidyourhusbandisnomore.Itsbeen

20yearsnowsincehepassed

Nomayeza:what!?

Molao:iknowitsashockbutMrJolagotmixedinto

businesswithruthlesspeoplesotheystolethe

companyfromhimandkilledhim

Nomayeza:whykillhim?

Molao:becausehewantedoutofthebusinesshe

wasdoingwiththesepeople

Nomvula:whatbusinesswasit?



Molao:theydidalotofthings,fraud,human

traffickingandalltheotherbadthings

Bongani:butmyfatherwasanhonourableman

Molao:onlyonyoureyesMrJola.Imreallysorry

Bongani:wowsowherearethesepeoplewhokilled

him?

Molao:thegotraidedandallwentbehindbars

Bongani:atleast.Thankyousomuchcolonel

Molao:thepleasureisallmine

Zanele:whataboutthetruckingbusinessnow?

Molao:that'sallknownuntothenewownerandher

investors

Zanele:didyoufindwhoitis?

Molao:yeshernameisZaneleMatjikiza

Bongani:ithoughtyousaidZaneleJola

Zanele:(chuckled)haibobaby(everyonelaughed)

Molao:ithoughtishouldcomeandtellyouguys

whatwehavefound



Zanele:thankyoucolonelweappreciateit

Nomayeza:thankyousomuchatleastnowiknow

whatreallyhappened

Molao:haveagooddayall

Zanele:youtoocolonel

HesmiledleavingwhileNomayezashookherhead...

Nomayeza:thisisunbelievable.Humantrafficking?

Yoh

InPrison...

Withtheprisonersatthegroundtheguardmade

waytowhereDiannewassittingandgaveheran

envelope...

Dianne:whoisitfrom?



Theguardwalkedawayasshefrownedopeningit

andtookoutanotewrittenonasmallpaper...

"Ibelieveyouhavereceivedmygift.WithloveZ.J"

ThepersondrewasmileyfacewhileDianne

frownedreachingintheenvelopeandtookouta

bulletthathadbloodstainsonit.Sheswallowedas

herheartracedwhilesheputitbackintheenvelope

lookingaroundtoseewhowaslookingather.

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:19] :ZANELE
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AttheJola's...

Zuluaskedforeveryonetocometothediningroom

astheyalltooktheirseats...

Zino:what'sgoingon?Imhonestlygettingtiredof

theseendlessmeetingscanienjoymydrinksin

peace?(Nombuleloeyedher)

Nomvula:(laughed)youaresowasted

Zino:itsbeenonehellofaweektrustmealli

neededwasacoldonebutthenyouguysdon't

wanttostoptalking.What'supMrZulu

Zulu:forgivemefordisturbingyouguysbutijust

haveafewannouncementstomake

Zanele:(satontopofBongani)can'ttheywaituntil

tomorrow?Ineedtimealonewithmyhusband.You

guyshavebeeninourspaceforwaytoolongnow



(theyalllaughedexceptforNombulelo)

Nombulelo:typicalunappreceativeblackperson

Nomvula:ohcomeonLeloshedidn'tmeanitlike

that

Zanele:justhaveatidbitofhumourLeloyouwillbe

fine

Nomayeza:yougirlsshouldnotcomeatmy

daughterlikethatplease

Nombulelo:thankyoumaimissmybedanyway

Zanele:okMrZuluwhat'sup?

ShesaidputtingherheadonBonganiashesoftly

caressedherbehind...

Zulu:iwantedtotalkaboutwhatthecolonelsaid

whenhewashere.Nowthatweknowwhathas

happenedtoyourfatherithinkwecanmoveon

withlifewiththatsaidNomayezaandiwillbe

gettingmarried



Nombulelo:(frowned)oh?

Nomayeza:(chuckled)areyoubeingseriousright

now?

Zulu:yeswehavebeentogetherforlongsoithink

thetimeisnow

Thembeka:atyourage?Girlyouaresolucky(they

alllaughed)

Nomvula:wellidon'thaveaproblemwiththat

myselfyouguyshavebeentogetherforlongnow

sowhynot

Nomayeza:butihavetobecleansedfirst

Bongani:wecanarrangeforthattohappenmom

comeon.Youcan'tsayyouarestillmourningdad

Nomayeza:(sighed)okokiguesswecanget

marriedthen

Zulu:(smiled)wonderful

Zanele:isitgoingtobeasmallweddingor?

Nombulelo:theyareoldsoit'sobviouslygoingtobe

somethingintimateclosefamilyandfriends



Nomayeza:whatifiwantabigwedding?

Zanele:(sippedherwine)exactly

Nombulelo:reallynowma?Youaretoooldforthat

Nomayeza:nowigetwhyNomvulaandZaneleare

onyourcaseabouthavingasenseofhumourof

courseiwantasmallweddingnotreallyawedding

butasmallcelebration.Wejustappeasethe

ancestorsgosignandhavedinnerwithourclose

onesthat'sit

Zanele:iwilldefinitelygetsomeonetogiveyou

exactlythat

Nombulelo:itsherweddingnotyoursZaneleso

knowyourplace

Zino:haibo?

Zanele:imjusthelpingmymotherinlaw

Nombulelo:didsheaskforyourhelp?

Bongani:notnowLelo?

Zanele:nowaitlove.Mymotherinlawdoesn'thave

toaskformyhelpmydearI'mbasicallyher



daughtersoimobligedtohelpher

Nombulelo:throughasignatureandapieceof

metalyeahright

Zino:imnotgoingtosithereandlistentoyou

speaktomysisterlikethat

Bongani:ladiescomeonnowhowdidwegettothis

now?AllMrZuluwantedwastospeaktousnow

y'allwannafight?Comeon

Zanele:talktoyoursister

Nombulelo:maimgoingtoplanthatcelebration

Nomayeza:iloveyoumygirlbutI'dratherhave

Zanelehandlethisoneyouknownothingabout

planningmylove

SilencehitthewholeroomasNombuleloswallowed

sittingback...

Bongani:that'scoldma

Nomayeza:anythingelsebeforeweheadhome?



Zulu:eventhoughyouguyshavedampenedthe

moodalittlethere'sanotherthingiwanttopass

throughyou

Nomayeza:ok?

Zulu:there'sapossibilitythatwemightgetbackthe

truckingbusiness

Bongani:what?

Zulu:theownerofthetruckingbusinesstellsus

thatshewantstosellitbutonlytooneofthe

shareholders

Bongani:thengoforitMrZuluthiswouldmeana

lottoushonestly

Zulu:iwanttobutCherelandtheothershareholder

standabetterchanceatgettingthecompanythani

Bongani:howmuchisthestartingprice?

Zulu:wehaven'tspokenaboutityetbutit's

obviouslyalotofmoneymaybe200/300M

Zanele:foradevelopedcompanylikethatonethat's

waytoolittle.Thatcompanyisinternationalnowso

she'sdefinitelygoingtowanthalfabillionora



billionatleast

Zulu:andidon'thavethatkindofmoney

Bongani:Zeeisrightthetruckingbusinesshas

developedsoitsworthabillionatleast

Zulu:soiguessidon'tstandachangeicanonly

affordclosetohalfabillionthepersonwhostanda

betterchanceisCherelbecauseshe'sworthover

R5B

Zanele:wewillhelpyou

Zulu:huh?

Zanele:orwhatbabe?

Nomvula:iheary'allbutwhatabouttheprojects

youarealreadydoing?MylodgeandBongani'snew

branch?

Zanele:myhusbandandiwilltalkaboutitandi

comebacktoyouguysandibelievewewillcome

bearinggoodnewsrightlove?

Bongani:yesloveitwouldbeagreatinvestment

Zanele:indeedsoMrZulugettheamountshe



wantstosellitforthentalktous

Zulu:idefinitelywill

Nombulelo:y'allrushingtoagreetothemhelping

youbutyouareforgettingtoaskwhattheywill

wantinreturn

Zanele:whowillbebenefitingfromthecompany

again?Thefamily,soshouldwebeabletohelpwe

wouldn'twantanythinginreturnit'safamily

business

Nombulelo:bloodfamilybusiness

Nomayeza:Nombulelono

Nombulelo:mamamydadbuiltthiscompanyfrom

scratch

Bongani:(scoffed)guysweareofftobed.Thank

youoncemoreforbeingwithusduringthistrying

time.MrZuluwelcometothefamilyiguessican

nowcallyouTata(theylaughed)

Zulu:ohnoThembawilljustbefinemyson

Bongani:goodnighty'all



All:night

Hefollowedhiswifeupwhiletheotherstooktheir

thingsleaving...

Nomayeza:what'swrongwithyouthoughLelo?

Nombulelo:Zaneleshouldalwaysrememberthat

she'snotblood

Nomvula:butithoughtyouguyswereover

whateveryouhaveagainstoneanother

Nomayeza:Zanelehasnothingagainstyoursister

Vula,Leloistheonewho'shassomethingagainst

herbutthesoonershegetsoveritthebetter

Nombulelo:ifshethinksimgoingtoletherrunthis

companythenshehasanotherthingcoming

Nomayeza:onlyZuluandZanelearecapableof

runningthiscompanymyloveyouknownothing

aboutrunningacompany

Nombulelo:Bonganiisalsocapableofrunningthis



company.ZuluandZanelearestrangers

Nomayeza:ihavesaidwhatisaidandthat'sthat

Nombulelo:mayouareseriouslygoingtogivethe

companytostrangersagain?Whatiftheyrunoff

withit?Isayshouldwebeabletobuythiscompany

Bonganishouldbetheonewiththecontrolling

shares

Nomvula:let'sjustwaituntilthedealisdoneand

Nombuleloiknowyoumeanwellbutpleasestop

makingMrZuluandZanelefeellikeoutcastthese

twopeoplehavedonealotforthisfamily.Lookhow

farMrZuluhascomewithuslookwhatZanelehas

doneforuseversinceshecameintoourlivessoi

agreewithmombutlikeisaidlet'swaituntilthe

dealissealed

Theysighedgettinginthecaranddrovebackhome

whileupinthemainbedroomZanelecameinthe

bathroominjustatowelandputabottleofwine

withfeshglassesandputthemonthebathtub...



Bongani:areyougoingtocomeinornot?

Zanelechuckledtakingoffthetowelandwentinthe

tubfullofbubblewaterandlaidherbackon

Bongani'schestashekissedhercheek.Shepoured

themwineandgavehimhisglass...

Bongani:howdoyoudoit?

Zanele:what?

Bongani:Howdoyoualwayshaveeverythingunder

control?

Zanele:iguessit'snatural(shechuckled)

Bongani:nomansometimesitbeatsmehonestly

speaking.Thepastfewdayshavebeennothingbut

fullofshitbutyouhavealwayskeptyourcalm

Zanele:onethingihavelearnedgrowingupisto

notdealwithsituationswithyouremotionshigh.

Taketime,sitdownandbreakitalldownthenyou

willsucceed



Bongani:iwanttobeyouwhenigrowup

Zanele:(sippedherwine)therecanonlybeone

Zanelelove

Bongani:yeahright(theylaughed)ijustwanttosay

imreallysorryforbehavinglikeateenagerthepast

fewdays.Imadedecisionsthatiprofuselyregret.I

haveputmyfamilyindangerinsomewaybutwith

youonmysideiknowwearegoingtoovercome

this

Zanele:areyoutalkingabouttheValentinesituation?

Bongani:yeslove

Zanele:ihavelongforgivenyoumylove.Iwasmad

andreadytokillherbutdeathisnotalwaysthe

answerimeanlookatDiannenowhersonwillbe

theonesufferingandidon'twantthatformyfamily

Bongani:thisiswhyiloveyou,youhavealwaysput

usfirst

Zanele:onethingmydadandgrandmothertaught

meisthatfamilyiseverything.Theyshouldbeyour

firstpriority.I'mnotperfectbutitsmy



imperfectionsthatkeepmegoingandmotivateme

tobeabetterwife,mother,sisteranddaughter

Bongani:pleaseteachmeaswellbecausewowi

havebeenfloppingoflate

Zanele:(smiled)idefinitelywillteachyoumylove

(shekissedhisshoulder)

Bongani:sowhatdoyousayaboutZulu'sproposal?

Zanele:ibelievewhatevertheamountthatlady

bringsforthwewillbeabletomatchevenifthe

othershareholderstrytobeatuswewilldefinitely

getthatcompany

Bongani:oktheniguesswewillwaittohearfrom

Thembathen

Zanele:yeah

Bongani:butfornowalliwanttohearis

you...(kissedherneck)feel...(kissedheragain)

good

Zanele:(chuckled)youknowwhatyoucandoto

makemefeelgood

Bongani:givemethat



Hetookherglassandputthemdownashekissed

hernecksoftlycaressingherbreastswhileshe

chuckledbitingherlowerlipwithhereyesclosed.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

Zanelesatinfrontofthemirrorandwhistledputting

onhercap.Shesmiledlookingatafastasleep

Bonganiandzippedhertrackjacketandtightened

hersneakers.SheleftanoteforBonganiandkissed

hisforeheadleaving.SheopenedKumkani's

bedroomdoorasheslowlyopenedhiseyes...

Kumkani:morningma.Whattimeisit?

Zanele:putonyourclothesandcomewithme

Kumkani:wherearewegoing?(Checkedthetime)

mait's5aminthemorningcomeon

Zanele:idon'twanttorepeatmyselfKumkani



followme

Shesaidgoingdownstairswhilehewhinedgetting

upandfollowedherout...

Zanele:(threwthekeysathim)youdrive

Kumkani:butma...

Zanele:getinthecarKumkani

Hesighedandgotindrivingout...

Kumkani:wherearewegoing?

Zanele:MsomiFuneralparlour

Kumkani:what?Why?

Zanele:Kumkanidrive

Kumkani:yoh



Hesaidjoiningtheroadastheguardsclosedthe

gate.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Zuluwentdowntogogetaglassofwaterbut

frownedseeingNombulelosittinginthedark...

Zulu:didyousleep?

Nombulelo:whatdoyouthink?

Zulu:youneedtogetoveryourself

Nombulelo:excuseme?

Zulu:wearefinallygettingwhatwedeservethe

littleyoucandoistoappreciate

Nombulelo:we?Zulukindlyrememberhowyou

becameapartofthisfamilysopleasedon'ttryme

Zulu:Nombuleloithoughtyoulovedtheidea.Are

younottheonewhowasexcitedandsayingthat



evenifididn'thavethemoneyBonganiwouldhelp?

Nombulelo:BonganinotZaneleweobviouslyknow

who'sgoingtopopoutthemoneybetweenthetwo

andshe'sgoingtoexpectustoletherruntheship

Zulu:whyareyoulookingdownonyourbrother?

Thosetwoareamarriedcouplesohermoneyishis

money

Nombulelo:youknowwhatimtryingtosay

Zulu:noNombuleloyourproblemisthatyouare

alwaysfocusingonthenegativeyourmotherhas

thefinalsaysoinsteadofyouentertainingthe

negativeyoushouldmakesureyourmothervotes

forme

Nombulelo:whyyou?

Zulu:ihavebeenwithyouguyseversince

DumisaniwentAWOLsowhywouldiswitchupon

youwhenishouldbeprovingtoyouwhoireallyam?

Thisisyourchancetoseeifimreallybehindyou

guysorimjustachancer.YesiappreciateZanele

andhereffortsbutiwouldneverbeokseeingher

runwhatbelongstoyourmother.Thisiswhyiwant



tomarryyourmom.Iwanttomakesureshe'sset

forlife,tomakesurethatyouandVulaaresetfor

life.Sostartworkingonyourmotherandstop

focusingonthenegative

Hesmiledtakingthewaterbottleandwentupwhile

Nombulelosquinthereyesathimandsighedsitting

back...

Nombulelo:iguesshe'sright

Shetookherphoneandheadedtoherbedroom.

Atthefuneralparlour...

ZanelegotoffthecarandunlockedasKumkani

followedherin...



Kumkani:mawhatarewedoinghere?

Sheignoredhimandkeptwalkingasheshookhis

headfollowingher.Sheunlockedthe"Privateroom"

anddirectedhimtogoinfirst...

Kumkani:it'sdarkinhere

Zanele:getinside

Shepushedhiminassheclosedthedoorand

switchedonthelight.Kumkaniswallowedlooking

aroundthewallwhichhadbloodstainsalloverit.

Hiseyeslandedonalotofdangerousequipments

asheswallowed...

Kumkani:mawhat'sthis?

Zanele:youhavealwayswantedtoknowwhat'sin

thisroomright?

Kumkani:maisthis...



Zanele:(pushedhimdownonachair)sitdown

Kumkani:mawhat'sgoingon?

Zanele:ithinkitstimeyouknewwhoyourmother

reallyis

Kumkani:idon't...

Shestrangledhimwitharopeashegaggedkicking

whileshebitherlowerlip...

Zanele:whatdidisaytoyouaboutdrugs?

Kumkani:mayouare...(sheletgoofhimashe

coughed)

Zanele:answerme

Kumkani:maididn'tthink...

Sheslappedhimwiththebackofherhandashe

coughed...



Zanele:didn'tthinkwhat?Atyoursister'sfuneral

Kumkanireally?

Kumkani:imsorry

Zanele:sorrydoesn'tcutitmyboy.Lookatme(he

did)didinotaskyoutostopwhatyouwantedtodo?

Kumkani:youdidbut...

Zanele:(strangledhim)butwhatKumkani?

Kumkani:iwantedtoknowhowmakingyourown

moneyfeelslike.Youarehurtingmemom!

Heshovedherhandoffhisneckasshechuckled

holdingherwaist...

Zanele:withsomanybusinessopportunitiesand

youchosedrugs?Whydidn'tyouaskmefor

businessideas?

Kumkani:iwantedtodosomethingthat'swas

goingtobringinmoneyquicker

Zanele:quickmoneyisneveragoodideamyboyif



youwanttomakeitinlifeyouhavetoworkhard!

(Sheslappedhim)iworkedhardtomakesureyou

havethekindoflifeyouhavenow.Doyouwantto

dieaswell?

Kumkani:notbut...

Zanele:butnothingKumkaninothing!(Sheslapped

him)youputyourlifeingreatdanger,youputyour

family'slifeindangerdoyouunderstandthat?

Kumkani:imsorryma

Zanele:that'sthethingaboutyouKumkaniyouare

alwayssorry.Everysecondimsorrymaimsorry

mawhenareyougoingtogrowup!?

Kumkani:i...

Zanele:shutup!(Sheslappedhimagain)

Kumkani:mayouarehurtingmecomeon!

Zanele:trustmethisawarmupmyson.Doyou

knowihadtolietomyhusbandonceagain

becauseofyouKumkani?Doyouknowthekindof

agreementihadtogoinwiththosethugsofyours

Kumkani?



Kumkani:whatdidyouagreeon?

Zanele:that'snoneofyourbusiness.Onceagaini

havetakenyououtofshit!YouknowMbaliwas

right,youareaspoiltbratbutthatendstoday.Take

offyourshirt

Kumkani:what?

Zanele:Kumkanitakeoffyourshirtandlieonyour

stomach

Kumkani:mawhatareyougoingto...(shetooka

shambok)mapleasedon'tdoitthisisnothowit

shouldbemaplease

Zanele:isaidtakeoffyourdamnshirtandlieonthe

floor!

Shesaidlandingastrongstrokeonhislegsashe

jumpedscreaminginpain...

Kumkani:ma!

Zanele:Kumkaniyoudon'twantmetouseforce



becauseiwillkillyouandrightnowimcloseto

doingso.Takeoffthatshirtandliedown!

Heswallowedlookingatherandslowlytookitoff.

HeslowlywentdownasZanelelockedthedoor...

Kumkani:macanyouplease...ma,ma!

Hescreamedasshelandedastrongstrokeonhis

back...

Zanele:imtiredofprotectingyouKumkani!(Hithim

again)youneedtomanupandstartbeing

responsibleforyourownlife!(Hithimagain)ido

myalltoprotectthisfamilybutyoualwaysgoout

ofwaytoputusindanger!(Shehithim)

Kumkani:(crying)imsorryma!

Zanele:youwilllearntobemorethansorrytoday!



Shesaidhittinghimcontinuouslyashecriedhis

eyesout.Shestoppedandwipedhermouthlooking

athisbruisedback...

Zanele:iwantyoutorememberthisdayeverytime

youlookinthemirrororthinkofdoingsomething

bad.Getup(hejustlaidthere)isaidgetup!

Sheroughlyjerkedhimupashesilentlycried

lookingupather...

Zanele:fromnowyoulistentomedoyouhearme?

(Henodded)imtiredKumkani,imhonestlytiredof

lettingyoudoasyouplease.Onemoreslipupim

goingtoletyourotinjailandtrustmeiwillmake

youliveanuncomfortablelifeintheredoyouhear

me?

Kumkani:yesma'am

Zanele:fromhereyouaregoingtoyouraunt's

houseinSowetoforaweekandifyouthinkof



doinganythingstupidjustknowthatimnothalfof

thewomansheis,shewillkillyou

Kumkani:yesma'am

Zanele:good.Putonyourshirt

Hesniffedputtingitonwhileflinchingasitcame

intocontactwithhisbruises.Zaneleopenedthe

doorashewalkedoutandfollowedhimout.

AtMbali'shouse...

Valentinesetthetableforbreakfastasherbrother

camefromthebedroomonthephone...

Willem:thankyousomuchbroyoudidagreatjob

(hehungup)

Valentine:pleasetellmethat'sanupdateabout

Kumkani



Willem:hmmthefoodlooksgreatlookslikeim

goingtohaveawonderfulSaturday

Valentine:Willem?

Willem:okokValentineyesthatcallwasaboutthat

boyofyours

Valentine:so,whatdidtheyfind?

Willem:apparentlyhe'sadrugdealer

Valentine:iknewit.Iknewthatboywasdoing

somethingdodgy.Allweneednowisproof

Willem:andiguessishouldgetit

Valentine:onethingaboutyou,youaresmart.Get

thatproofformemyboy

Willem:imwaitingtoknowhowicancontacthim

butwhat'stheplan?

Valentine:gethimbehindbarsofcourse

Willem:ohok.Iwillletyouknowonceihavethe

contact

Valentine:(smiled)justwhentheythoughtlosinga

childtodeathwaspainfulthenboomanothergoes



tojailallbecauseofsomeonetheythoughtisno

matchtothem(chuckled)there'snothingthatgives

mejoythanseeingthiscoupleliveontheedge

Willem:canweeatnow?

Valentine:ohyesbrotherhelpyourself

ShesmiledgoingtogetthejuicewhileWillemsat

downsalivating.

InKenzonefitnessclub...

Zaneleparkedhercarandtookhergymbagandher

waterbottleasherphonerang...

Zanele:love?

Bongani:ijustsawyournotebabe

Zanele:ohok.ItookKumkanitomyaunt'shouse

foraweek.Ithinkheneedsadifferentspaceto



thinkclearlyofwhathewantsinlife.Wewillsit

downwithhimwhenhecomesback

Bongani:oklove.Youalsosaidsomethingabout

thegymwhydidn'tyouwaitformetowakeup?

Nowmenaregoingtobedroolingovermyproperty

there

Zanele:(laughed)canwenotbeinsecure(they

laughed)

Bongani:okbabeseeyoulaterletmeanswer

Sbudahhe'scalling

Zanele:okmylove

Shehungupandandputonherairpodsgoingupto

thegym...

Lady:goodmorningma'amwelcometoKenzone

fitnessclub

Zanele:sofancyinhere.ThankyouloveimZanele

Jolaimadeanappointmentyesterday



Lady:justasecond...yeahMrSebokoisreadyfor

youma'am.Kindlygothatway

Zanele:thankyoulove

Shesmiledheadingtowhereshewasdirectedand

openedthedoordoother5womensittingontheir

matswhileatoplessmanstoodinfrontofthem...

Kennedy:welcomema'amthere'syourspotwaiting

foryou.ImKennedybutyoucancallmeKenzo

Zanele:thankyou.HieveryoneimZaneleJola

Kennedy:nicemeetingyouMrsJola

Shesmiledlayingouthermatandsatonitlikethe

otherladies...

Kennedy:wearegoingtostartoffbyexercisingthe

mindfirstsoimgoingtoaskyoutocloseyoureyes

andmoveyourheadtothebeatandlistentomy



directions

Heplayedsomesoftsoundsastheyallclosedtheir

eyesandfollowedhisdirections.

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:19] :ZANELE
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WithNickiMinaj'sSuperbassplayingfromthe

speakersZanelesangalongwhilemovingherwaist

tothebeatastheyfoldedtheirmats.Kennedy

softlychuckledlookingatherandshookhishead

drinkinghiswater...



Lady:iloveyourenergy

Zanele:tryingtokeepupwithyouyoungladies

(theylaughed)

Lady:whenareyoursessions?

Zanele:Saturdays,Monday'sandWednesday's

Lady:justasiimneverskippingasession

Zanele:bathongloveimnewhere

Lady:butyourenergyrubbedoffonalotofus.

Honestlyspeakingtheclasseshavebeenboringim

theyoungesthereandyourvibeisallineededto

keepmegoing

Zanele:(laughed)awwwelltheniguesswewill

becomegymbuddies

Lady:notonlygymbuddiesineedabusiness

mentorijustopenedaboutiqueandineed

someonetogetmethroughtheropesofrunninga

businessuntilitbecomesasuccess

Zanele:whatmakesyouthinkiknowanything



aboutbusiness?

Lady:comeonyouareZaneleJolaoneofthe

richestandsuccessfulbusinessmogulsinSA

everyonewhowantstostartupabusinessand

looksforrolemodelsyournameisatthetop

Zanele:there'sadifferencebetweenbeingafanof

someoneandwantingamentorinsomeone

Lady:wellimlookingforamentor

Zanele:oklovegivemeyournumberiwilltalkto

you

Lady:areyoubeingforreal?

Zanele:yeponethingibelieveinisinspiringyoung

ladieslikeyoutoreachtheirdreamsbecausei

knowhowitfeelstobeyouragesoiwilldefinitely

talktoyoumylove

Lady:wonderful(gavehernumber)mynameis

Simmone

Zanele:nicemeetingyouSimmoneiwillsendyoua

message

Simmone:thankyouoncemore



Zanele:notaproblem

Simmonesmiledandleftsingingalongtothemusic

playingthroughherairpodsasZanelefollowedher.

Kennedycamebehindherandheldthedoorasshe

closedit...

Zanele:ohsorry

Kennedy:itsok

Zanele:ok

Kennedy:beenlisteningonyourconversationwith

thatyounglady

Zanele:ohok

Kennedy:andishouldsayitsafewwomenwhoare

likeyouandimalwayschuffedbywomenwho

alwayswanttoseeotherswinning

Zanele:earthisahugeplanetsowhynotsharethe

wisdomwegotwithothers

Kennedy:yeahheyandishouldsayforsomeone



whojustgotoperatedyougotquiteanenergy

Zanele:onethingaboutmeisthatialwaysmake

sureimincontrolnothingwillneverbeaboveme

Kennedy:agogetterisee

Zanele:imbeyondthat

Kennedy:willibeforwardifiaskyoutofindtime

andsitdownwithmeandtalkbusiness?Ineedan

investorinmybusinesses

Zanele:whatbusinessdoyouhaveapartfromthe

fitnessclub?

Kennedy:ialsohaveaclubinsandtontheK-zone

club

Zanele:ohisee.Youknowwhatlet'ssaywewill

talkwhenihavethetimebecauseihonestlyhavea

tightschedule,beingamother,wifeandbusiness

womanisnoteasybutsincewehaveeachother's

numbersiguesswewilltalkoneofthegooddays.

Youcansendmeatextbutdon'tbethrownoff

whenidon'trespondontimeireallyhaveabusy

schedule



Kennedy:iunderstand

Zanele:andohthankyouforawonderfulfirstday

Kennedy:that'smymotto,tosatisfymyclients

Zanele:butonethingyoushouldworkonis

decencysomeofusaremarriedwomensoyou

havetorespecttheboundaries

Kennedy:(chuckled)ohthat,iwillrememberthat

thenexttimebutmostofthetimeiuseitasaway

ofmotivatingyouguys

Zanele:iunderstandbutrememberwhatisaidhey

Kennedy:idefinitelywill

Theysmiledatoneanotherasshetookherbag

fromhimandgotinherLamborghini.Sheobserved

herblindspotsdrivingoutoftheparkingand

steppedontheacceleratorasheshookhishead

lookingatitdisappearbetweenthecarsandwent

backintothebuilding.



InThembisa...

Zinosmiledastheirordercame.Jasonchuckled

lookingathisburgerandchipsbutfrownedlooking

athisdad'sfoodandZino's...

Jason:whydoyouguyslikeeatingweirdthings?

(Theylaughed)

Xaba:weknewnothingaboutthesethingsthisis

whatwegrewupwith

Jason:ohcomeonguysyouarelettingmedown

Theyburstintolaughterashetookabitefromhis

burger...

Zino:kidsright

Xaba:ineverknewmyboyisthisvocal

Zino:sometimesschoolevokescertain



personalitiesfromkidsthatweneverknewof.

Xaba:iguessthat'sbecausehemeetsupwithkids

whohavedifferentpersonalities

Zino:exactlyandtheyruboffonhim

Xaba:imeanit'snoteventwoweekssincehecame

thissideandhe'sthisconfident

Zino:that'sschoolforyou

Xaba:true.Iwishitwasthesamewithwork

Zino:howdidthebosstaketheissueofthemissing

file?

Xaba:trustmehe'sstilllividwithmerightnow

Zino:imsosorry

Xaba:itsokbutyouwon'tbelievewhatthe

detective'stheoryis

Zino:whatisit?

Xaba:itoldheryouvisitedmeandjustbecauseyou

arerelatedtoBulldozershethinksyoutookit

Zino:ohwow



Xaba:buttrustmeididn'tevenwanttoentertainit

becauseiknowyouaremorethanthat

Zino:ithinkalotofpeoplethinkjustbecausewe

areawellofffamilywethinktheworldrevolves

aroundusbuttherearerichpeopleouttherewho

believeindoingthingstherightway.Imoneperson

whowouldgooutofmywaytomakesurethat

everythingisdoneintherightway

Xaba:thatiswhyididn'tevenwanttoentertainthe

thought.Iknowshehasspokentothecolonel

aboutitsoexpectacallfromthestationsoon

Zino:thankyoufortheheadsup

Xaba:notaproblem.Youhavebeenthereformeso

whywouldn'tidothesameforyou?

Zino:(smiled)that'ssweetofyou

Jason:canyouguysjustdate?

Xaba:bathongJason

Theyburstintoalaughwhilehekeptaseriousface

onlookingatthem...



Zino:ohmywordhe'sserious

Jason:iamyouareacoolmom

Zino:noJay

Jason:imtellingyou,again,mydadhasnowoman

ordoyoudad?

Xaba:Jasonyouare3whatdoyouknowabout

women

Jason:ihaveagirlfriend

Both:what!?

Jason:she'sshydon'tbethatloudguys

Theylaughedoutasheshylychuckled.Xabashook

hisheadwhileZinosecretlyeyedhimcrackingher

chickenhead.

AttheJola's...



FromtheshowerZanelewenttothestudytotake

careofsomeworkasherphonerang...

Zanele:ooohmygirl(answered)heyLee

Zanele:heyzee

Zanele:howareyoudoinglove?

Zanele:noimtheonewho'ssupposedtobeasking

youthatquestion

Zanele:(chuckled)iwillbegoodwithtimebutim

doingeveythingicantonotletitgettome.

Zanele:noloveyoushouldn'tbeneglectingyourself

Zanele:imnot,losingachildisnoteasytrustme.

Goingtobedisnoteasybutmyhusbandandiare

startingtherapysoonsoibelieveeverythingwillfall

inplace

Zanele:itrustyoutobouncebackmylove

Zanele:thankyousomuchihavealsosignedupfor

gymwhichishelpingaswell

Zanele:that'swonderful.AnywayhasZuluspoken



tothefamilyyet?

Zanele:yephehas

Zanele:goodwearehavingthemeetinglaterandi

hopethere'snothirdpartylisteningonour

conversations

Zanele:ialwaysthinkthingsthroughmyloveso

don'tworryZinomadesurethatnoonebreaks

throughourlines

Zanele:awesome.Iwasgoingtotellyouthatim

puttinganoffertomorrow

Zanele:coolyouknowwhatweagreedonright?

Zanele:yeah

Zanele:goodthethreeofthemwillfightitoutbuti

wantZulutocomeouttops

Zanele:iwillmakesureofthat

Zanele:eventhoughCherelisgoingtogivehima

runforhismoneyimreadyforanything

Zanele:afterallitsyourcompanylove(they

laughed)



Zanele:goodluckwiththesalehey

Zanele:idon'tneeditwebothknowwhatthe

outcomeisgoingtobe

Zanele:butthere'sCherelgirlweshouldn't

underestimateher

Zanele:youhaveneverbeenintimidatedby

someonebefore

Zanele:yesbutthatdoesn'tmeanidon'trespect

otherbusinesswomenandCherelisinthesame

leagueasisoihavetobepreparedforanything

Zanele:don'tworryloveiwillmakesureallgoes

accordingly

Zanele:kindlydomyloveiwouldreallyappreciateit

andoh,Danielalsocametoplay

Zanele:whenipromisedyouthatimgoingtomake

suretheplanworksimeantitmylove

Zanele:what'sournamesagain?

Zanele:thesepeopleshouldknowbetterthanto

messwithaZaneleintheirlives



Zanele:(laughed)wewilltalkloveihaveother

errandstorun

Zanele:abusyladyyouare

Zanele:youknowlove.Bye

Zanele:bye

Theyhungupasshesmiledandtookhercarkeys

whistlingherwayout.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Nombulelocalledforhermotherassheanswered

fromoutside...

Nombulelo:mawhyareyousittingoutside?Can't

youseetheweather?

Nomayeza:iloveitlikethis.Iwishitcouldrain

throughthenight



Nombulelo:wantjuiceorshouldiaskthehelperto

makeyoutea?

Nomayeza:youalreadybroughtthejuicemylove

soitsok

Nombulelo:where'sVulaandMrZulu?

Nomayeza:Vulawenttoherfriend'splace,Themba

wenttomeetwithLee

Nombulelo:ohok.(Sipped)somamahowdoyou

feelaboutthiswholething?

Nomayeza:what?

Nombulelo:thebusinesscomingbacktousand

havingZanelehelpwiththepaymentandZulu

involvedintherunningimeanobviouslyhehasto

runitbecausehe'stheonewhowillbesigningthe

dealshouldhebeabletosucceedinbuyingit

Nomayeza:youreallyareworriedright?

Nombulelo:yesmaandithinkitstimewestarted

thinkingsmart.YesiappreciatethefactthatZanele

willbepoppingoutthecashbutithinkZuluisthe

onemoreabletorunthiscompany.He'sbeenwith



itfromthebeginning

Nomayeza:andZanelehasalsoproventobeatrue

memberofthisfamilymylove

Nombulelo:thiscompanywasbuiltbydadforus

right?HisbiologicalchildrenandrightnowZuluis

goingtomarrywho?Youmomsothebusinesswill

stillbeforushischildrenwithyoumarriedtoZulu

thatwillmeanyouareentitledtohalfofwhat'shis

thatincludesthesharesreturnsofthecompany.

YesZaneleandBonganiarefamilybuttheyhave

alreadybuiltuptheirlegacymomwehavetolook

outforourselves

Nomayeza:Bonganiisalsomychildbaby

Nombulelo:idon'tdisputethatmombutlookathim

nowhe'sonaleagueofhisownwhataboutus?We

arelivingonhandouts

Nomayeza:Lelo...

Nombulelo:comeonmathisisouronlychanceto

getbackupthere

Nomayeza:whatifZulufails?



Nombulelo:wehaveVulamama,Zaneleis

mentoringherintobeingasuccessfulbusiness

womansoshewilldefinitelyknowwhattodoto

helpusgetbackupthereitoodon'tmindtakinga

courseinBusinessmanagementforsecuritymom

Nomayeza:beingasuccessfulbusinessperson

doesn'trequirebeingbooksmartonlyitalsoneeds

youtobestreetsmartaswellimeanlookatthis

womanwhoacquiredtherights.It'snotallbooks

thattookhertotheseheightsbutbeingstreetsmart

aswell

Nombulelo:thatisiwhyimtryingtoemphasizethat

ourstrongcontenderinthatareaisVula.She's

closetoZanelesoshedefinitelyhasacquiredafew

skills

Nomayeza:iwillthinkaboutitmylove

Nombulelo:that'sallineedfromyouma.Weareall

countingonyoutomaketherightdecisionshould

timecometovoteforwhoweshouldputupthere

astheshipdriver.It'sstartingtodrizzlelet'sgetin

Nomayeza:iwillcomeinjustnowmylove



Nombulelo:ok

Shesmiledgoinginsidewhilehermothersighed

sittingback.Shesighedagainandshookherhead

makingherwayinsidethehouseasitstartedto

rain.

Inprison...

Dianneputonherapronandquietlystartedtocut

thevegetableswhileherothermatesfocusedon

whattheywereassignedtoprepareforlunch...

Zanele:(tiedherapron)hi

Dianne:hi...(frownedlookingup)whatthehellare

you...

Zanele:ssshyoudon'twanttocallattentiontoyou

right?

Dianne:whatareyoudoinghere?Howdidyou?



Zanele:there'sathingcalledcommunityservice

thatalsoincludesprovidinghelptoprisonersand

Jola'sPtyltdisoneofthosecompanieswhosupply

groceriestoprisonsandwehaveoneortwoofour

employeescomingintohelpwithpreparingmeals

duringtheweekendsandguesswho'sworkingwith

thisparticularprisonforthewholeofthismonth

Dianne:youconnivingbitch

Zanele:ohnoloveitsnotconnivingit'sgivingback

tothecommunity

Dianne:youandibothknowwhyyouchoseto

comehere

Zanele:ohreallynow?

Dianne:shedeserveditjustlikehermothershewas

abitch

Zanele:wowdoyouknowthatyouhavea10year

oldchildDianne?

Dianne:ifimnotgoingtohavemyhusbandno

otherloosebitchisgoingtohavehim

Zanele:someofusarecaringmothersyouknow



that?

Dianne:(chuckled)yeahrightyetshestillrantoan

olderman

Zanele:wellthereyouhaveapointmylovei

floppedbutitsnothingcomparedtowhatyouhave

donetoyourchildmydear

Dianne:pleaseleavemealone

Zanele:ohsoyouthoughtiwasgoingtoletyougo

aftertakingmydaughterawayfromme?Doyou

knowthepainmyhusbandandsonaregoing

throughrightnow?

Dianne:icouldcareless

Zanele:(scoffed)icantelliguessyouwouldn't

mindreceivingafingerofyoursoneverydayas

mail

Dianne:(pointedatherwiththeknife)idareyouto

touchmyson

Zanele:(chuckled)onethingaboutZaneleJolais

thatshedoesn'tbeataroundcornersshegoes

straightforthekill



Dianne:justshutup

Zanele:yesma'am

Diannelookedatherfromdownupandscoffed

shakingherhead...

Dianne:justadogthatbarkswithnoteeth.Getlife

whore

Shesaidtakinghervegetablestoherpotwhile

Zanelescoffedandsmiled.Aguardcameand

calledDianneforaphonecallasshewipedher

handsandleft...

Zanele:onethingtheseladiesshouldlearnisthat

youdon'tjustgetupandgoforrevenge.Ifyouwant

yourenemytolearnalessonyoutakeitonedayat

atime.(Scoffed)Ineedtoopenavengeanceschool

tobehonest.Vengeanceislikepoisoniteatsyou

slowlyuntilyouaredoneforthepits.



Shechuckledtakingouttwo"stockcubes"outof

herapronpocketandbrokethemintothevegetable

soupDiannewasmaking.Shestirreditand

whistledgoingbacktosortingoutthefruits...

Zanele:enjoyyoursupperprisoners

Shechuckledbreakingintoasongoutloudasthe

otherprisonersondutyjoinedin.

InLeeTrucking...

Zulu,Zanele,Cherelandtheothershareholdermade

theirwayintotheboardroomandtooktheirseats...

Zanele:thankyouallforcoming.Iknowweekends

aretimesforourfamiliesandallbuticouldn'twait

anylongeriwantustogetdonewiththissothatwe



canallmoveonwithlife

Cherel:ishouldsayiwasthrilledthatyouchoseto

sellthecompanytooneofus.Honestlyspeakingwe

weretiredofworkingwithpeoplewedon'tknow.

YoudidagoodjobwiththecompanyZeethere'sno

doubtaboutthatandwewillforeverbeindebtedto

youbecauseyoudid10timeswhatMrJolacould

havedoneimeanweareinternationalnowand

whoeverisgoingtostepinnowhasbigshoestofill

Zanele:wowCherelimhonestlyhonoured.Ithas

alwaysbeenadreamtoseemyselfsucceedand

whenigotthisbusinessiwaslikeyouknowwhat,

thisisyourchancegirlsodoasyoupromised

yourself

Man:andanotherthingaboutyouisthatyouare

notaselfishleaderyoualwaysmakesureyour

juniorsaresatisfiedbeforeyourself

Zanele:ifyouwannabesuccessfulinbusinessyou

havetotreatyouremployeestheywaytheydeserve

tobetreatedandthat'swithrespectandiknowthe

threeofyouarecapableoftakingthiscompanyto



evenmoregreaterheights.Whoeversecuresthis

companyiknowwithoutadoubtwilldoaneven

betterjob

Zulu:butishouldsayyoureallyhavesetthe

standardshighyouknow

Zanele:wellisetastandardformyselftoo(theyall

chuckled)withoutwastinganymoretimelet'sget

downtoit.ThestartingpriceisR500Mnowlady

andgentlemenbattleitout

Man:R700M

Zulu:R800M

Cherel:R1B

Zulu&Man:wow

Cherel:(chuckled)what?Itsbusinessattheendof

thedaygentlemen

Zanele:R1Bgoingonce,going...

Zulu:R1.5B

Man:R2B

Cherel:R3.5B



Zulu:yohCherel

Zanele:likeshesaidgentlemenit'sbusinessso

R3.5Bgoingonce,goingtwice,going...

Zulu:R4B

Cherelandthemanwidenedtheireyeslookingat

himashetookasipfromhiswater...

Zulu:businessright?

Zanele:R4Bgoingonce,goingtwice,goingthree

times.Sold!LadyandgentlemenLeeTruckinghas

beenofficiallysoldtoThembaZuluforawhopping

R4B

Cherel:(clapped)wowZuluineverthoughtyou

wouldcomegunsblazinglikethis

Zulu:afterallit'sbusinessladyandgentleman

Zanele:indeed.MrZuluiwillgetintouchwithmy

lawyerthenwewillsorteverythingout

Zulu:thankyousomuch.Imlookingforwardto



takingover

Cherel:wellourinvestmentsarestillsecureright?

Zulu:definitelyandiwilldefinitelyhaveyouguyson

boardwitheverything.Wecomefromfarandjust

becauseimtheownerdoesn'tmeanihaveto

alienateyouguysnow

Man:wellimahappychap

Zanele:thankyoufortrustingmealltheseyears

thoughyoudidn'tknowwhoiwasandwhatilooked

like

Man:(smiled)youarenotbadlookingthough.

Actuallyyouarebeautiful

Cherel:areyouflirtingSizwe?

Sizwe:stopitCherel(theylaughed)

Zanele:shouldwegoout?Billonme

Zulu:thatsoundslikeaplansowhynot

Cherel:let's

Sizwe:youguysarebadinfluences.Imgamefora

goodSaturdayafternoonoutinganyway



Theylaughedtakingtheirbelongingsfollowingone

anotheroutwhileZanelecameoutlastandsmiled

lookingatZuluinfrontofher.

AtMandla'shouse...

ZaneleandBonganisatontheothercouch,Sbu

andSamkeloonanotherwhileMandlasaton

anotheralonewhilehissonplayedwithhisfriendin

thegameroom...

Sbu:gooddayeveryoneandthankyousomuchfor

coming

Bongani:trustmeSbudahifitweren'tforyoumy

wifeandiwouldn'tbehererightnow

Sbu:iknowbutireallyappreciatethatyousawitfit

tocome

Zanele:whyarewehere?



Sbu:Mandlaibelievethatquestionisforyou

Mandla:(lookeddownwithhishandstogether)i

knowsorrydoesn'tcutitforwhathappenedbutim

honestlysorryforhowthingsturnedout

Bongani:howthingsturnedout?

Zanele:letsgivehimanearlove

Bongani:babethismanhadtoprotectourdaughter

butheputherindangerinsteadnowwelostour

daughter

Zanele:honeywhatdidyoursistersaytoyouabout

blamingpeople?YesMandlaisatfaultsomehow

andimasmadathimbutlet'sgivehimanear

pleaselove.Wealsohadaconversationabout

dealingwithsituationslastnightright?(Hesighed)

Mandla:thankyouMrsJola.Asiwassayingim

reallysorryforhowthingsturnedoutbutiwillnever

apologiseforlovingMbali.(Bonganistartedto

breathheavily)IknowitsoundssickbutMbali

showedmetheloveineverexperiencedbefore.She

showedmerespectsomethingmywifenever

showedme,shelovedmeforwhoiamnotwhati



providedforheryesshefeltsecurewithme

becauseisupportedallherdreams.Imnotsaying

youguyswerewrong.Asparentswewantour

childrentowalkcertainpathsbutthat'slimiting

themhencetheyalwaysfail

Bongani:Mandlayouweresupposedtobeher

uncle

Mandla:iknowBonganiiknowthatverywelland

honestlyspeakingitallstartedasfunbutastime

wentwerealiseditwasmorethatwhatwewantedit

tobe

Zanele:didyouevertouchherinappropriately

before?

Mandla:thatoneiswearonhergraveihavenever

touchedherinaninappropriatewaywhenshewas

achild.Thisallstartedaftershefinishedhermatric

Bongani:imhurtMandla

Mandla:iknowBonganibuticanassureyouiloved

Mbaliwithmyallandistilldo

Zanele:thenwhydidn'tyoumakesureshewassafe



Mandla?Youknoweverymarriedwomanwoulddo

anythingtoprotecttheirmarriage

Mandla:alliwantedwastoleaveDiannepeacefully

Zanele:(scoffed)wowMandlaleaveacoloured

womanpeacefully?Theoneyoumarriedatthat?

Y'allmenneedtolearnathingortwoaboutwomen.

Wearepossessivebutwewillnevershowitunless

youpushustowherewecannolongerhold

ourselvesanymore.Diannehadtherighttodowhat

shedid

Bongani:what?

Zanele:noloveyeswelostachildbutweshould

acknowledgethefactthatshemessedup.She

shouldhaverespectedDianneasawifeandif

Mandlawantedtomakethingsworkwithherhe

shouldhaveleftDiannefirstthentrywhateverhe

wantedtodowithMbaliobviouslywewerenot

goingtoacceptbutfactiswithtimeweweregoing

toacceptit

Sbu:ZaneleisrightBongani.Idon'tagreewiththis

atallbutitseemstheyreallylovedoneanotherand



wetherwelikeditornotweweregoingtoaccept

theirrelationshipatsomepointbecauseyoudon't

wanttolivetherestofyourliferesentingyour

daughterortheotherwayaround(Bonganisighed)

allthreeofthemarewrongfortheactionstheytook.

Mandlashouldhaverespectedhiswifeandlefther

peacefullybecauseshelovedhim.Healsoshould

haverespectedthefactthathe'sfriendswithyou

guysandasMbali'sparents.Mbalishouldhave

respectedMandlaandDianne'sunionandwaited

forMandlatobeasinglemanthendowhatthey

wantedtodoandalsoshouldhavelookedatthe

factthatyouguysarefriendsandrespectyouas

herparents.Sheshouldhavecametoyouguysand

telly'allwhatwasgoingon.Yesyouguyswould

havebeenlividbutwithtimeyouwouldunderstand

andthat'safactandDianneshouldhavethought

aboutherchildandyouguysasMbali'sparents

beforetakingthedecisionshetook.SoZaneleand

BonganiiknowyouaremadatMandlaandwantto

punishhimforwhathappenedandthat's

understandablebutwecan'tholditagainsthim

foreverweneedtomoveandhonestlyimissyou



guysah.WehavetogotoK-zoneclubanddrinkour

livesaway(theyallunexpectedlylaughed)

Samkelo:butwhat'swrongwithyoulove?

Sbu:youguysweretooserioussoijustwantedto

throwitinbutonaseriousnoteguysweareangry

butweareoldnowandyoubothhavechildrenwho

grewupwithoneanother.ImagineAlexhearinghe

can'tgoplayvideogameswithhisbigbrother

Kumkanianymore

Zanele:ihearyouSbubutit'sgoingtotakesome

timetogobacktohowthingswere

Bongani:true

Mandla:onceagainimsosorry

Bongani:comeherebuddy

HestoodupopeninghisarmsforhimasMandla

stoodupsmilingandtheyhugged...

Bongani:imangrywithyoubutistillloveyou



Mandla:iloveyoutoobuddy

Zanele:heyheybreakitoff(theyalllaughed)

Mandla:ineedyourhelpwithsomethingthough

Bongani:what'sup?

Mandla:iboughtMbaliahouselikeyouknowbut

there'sthisgirlclaimingthatshegiftedittoher

Zanele:(frowned)who'sthat?

Mandla:hernameisValentineLotterin

ZaneleandBonganilookedatoneanotheraswell

asSamkeloandSbu...

Mandla:what?Youknowher?

Bongani:that'smyPA

Zanele:andthesamegirltryingtobreakmyfamily

apartbecauseshethinksmyhusbandowesher

familyforthedecisionherfathermade.

Mandla:oh?



Zanele:yessotrustmewhenisayshe'slying,

Mbaliwouldneverdosuchathing

Mandla:mythoughtaswell

Bongani:hisfathertradedthetruckingbusinessfor

afarmwithmydadsotheythinkmydadstoleit

fromhim

Samkelo:thatgirlneedstobedealtwith

Zanele:amentothatfriendamentothat

Mandla:sowillyouhelpmeBongs?

Bongani:withoutadoubtbuddy

Zanele:friend,rememberhowwedealtwithgirls

whotriedtomesswithourboyfriendsbackinhigh

school?

Samkelo:yeshoney

Zanele:ithinkit'stimeweshowedherwhoweare

andwhatwearemadeofthisgirlhashonestly

gottenundermyskinI'muptoherewithherso

Mandlayoudefinitelygettingyourhousebacksoon

ok



Samkelo:andBonganidon'tworryyourmarriageis

safeaslongasimalivenofriendofminewillbe

divorced

Zanele:tsalayouhavechemoonMondayuzoku

bonisamsunuwenyokaumlungu(thewhitegirlwill

showyouasnakeass)

Samkelo:Zanelestop

TheyallburstintolaughterwhileMandlabroughta

bottleofwineand5glasses.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Achaoticafternoonitwasasprisonerswentinand

outoftoilets.Notonlyprisonersbutguardsas

well...

Guard:what'shappeningtoday?Everyoneiscrying

ofastomachache.Youshouldseetheprisoner's

toiletsit'sastampedethere

Guard:it'sdefinitelysomethingweate

Guard:I'mwithyouonthatoneimeanwecan'tall

getsicklikethis

Guard:butthishasneverhappenedbefore

Guard:truethatsoitneedstobeinvestigated.Ifat

allitsoursuppliersthentheybeheldaccountable

forthismess

Asshesaidtheprisongovernorcameinwith2

wardensastheotherguardsstoodup...



Lady:what'sgoingon?Whatisthisihearabout

peoplegettingsick?

Guards:webelieveitsthefoodweate

Lady:thentheydefinitelyhavetobetestedbecause

rightnowwehave15prisonersbeingtakentothe

hospitalbecausetheirdiarrhoeaisbad

Guard:really?

Lady:yessopleasegetmeeverythingthatwas

cookediwillgocallfoodspecialiststogotestthem

thenseewhatreallyhappened.Donotmixthem

disheverythingthatwascookedseparately

Guard:okma'amwewilldoso

Thegovernorleftwiththewardensastwoguards

headedtothekitchentodisheverythingthatwas

cookedthatafternoon.InDianne'scell,hercell

mateandfriendswaitedforherasshesighed

comingin...

Dianne:thisdiarrhoeaisgettingworse



Woman:andthelasttimewecheckedyouwereone

ofthepeopleinduty

Dianne:yesbutthatdoesn'tmeani...

Woman:doesn'tmeanwhat?Areyouawarethat

fourofourfriendscoulddie?

Dianne:imsorrybutimsureit'snotmyfault

Woman:sorry?(Scoffed)reallynow,youthinkwe

careaboutyoursorry?Ladiescanyouplease

explaintothiswomanwhatitwouldmeanshould

weloseoneofourfriends

Dianne:whyyouallattackingme?Itsnotlikeimthe

onlyonewhowasonthelunchdutythereareother

prisonershereaswellwhydon'tyouquestionthem

aswell

Woman:youaretheonlyonewhowasnewonthat

duty.Noneofthishashappenedbeforesoits

definitelyyourfault

Dianne:whatifthefoodwegotwasnotfresh?

Woman:youreallyaretryinghardtogetoffthe

hookbutyouarejustwastingyourtimebecause



thesuppliersneverbringexpiredthings.Wemight

beprisonersbutweknowwestillhaverightsand

that'stoeatingfreshfoodeverydayandtheprison

isgoingtogetthefoodtestedjustprayitsnot

somethingyoucookedbecausethenyouwillknow

whoweare

Dianne:youguysarejustbeingunfairiknow

nothingaboutthiswholemesssoidon't

understandwhyyouallaretryingtoblameme

Woman:ifiwereyouiwouldstartprayingbecause

noneofusisgoingtotakeanyofthislyingdown.

Comeladies

ShesaidlookingatDiannefromdownupandblew

somesmokeonherfaceastheyheadedtothe

toilets.Diannecurvedherlipsandshookherhead

lyingdown.

InSoweto...



Kumkanisatuponhisbedcheckingouthisbackon

themirrorandswallowedseeingallthebruises.His

greatauntknockedandopenedholdingasmalltub

andatowel...

Thando:hellosontimetowashthosebruises

Kumkani:what'sinthatwater?

Thando:saltandsomedettol

Kumkani:isitnotgoingtohurt?Thesearefresh

Thando:it'sgoingtopinchalittlebutitwillhelp

withfasteningthehealingprocess

Kumkani:idon'tlikepain

Thando:yetyoulovetrouble

Kumkani:momjustoverreactedauntyT

Thando:reallynow?Whenaparentpunishesachild

youragelikethisshowsthatshe'sfedup.Whatdo

youthinkyourfatherwouldhavedoneifhewasthe

onewhofoundoutwhatyouwereupto?

Kumkani:didshetellyou?



Thando:ofcourseshedid.Youthinkiwouldlether

crowdmyhousewithyounotknowingthereal

reasonwhyyouarehere?

Kumkani:wow

Thando:youknowverywellhowyourfatherfeels

aboutdrugsKumkaniandyougooutofyourwayto

disrespecthimlikethat?What'swrongwithyou

Kumkani:alliwantedwastomakemoney

Thando:therearealotofwaystomakemoneymy

son.Comecloser(hedid)butnotdrugs.Your

motherisalotofthingsbutonethingiknowshe

wouldneverallowistoletherchildthrow

themselvesinapitoffirejustlikethat.Tellme,

whatiftheykilledyourmom,whatwereyougoing

tosaytoBongani?(Hekeptquiet)exactly,nothing

Kumkani:butwhatimigoingtodowiththeorder

that'scominginafewdays?

Thando:tellZaneleaboutitshewillknowwhatto

do

Kumkani:doyouknowhowmuchthatisthough?



(Shedeliberatelyhurthim)ouch!

Thando:that'sfornotwillingtolearnyourlesson

Kumkani.Yourmotherjustsavedyouforcryingout

loud

Kumkani:butaunty...

Thando:butnothingKumkaniwhatyouneedtodo

isgrowupandthinkofwhattodowithyourlifeand

itshouldbelegitorelseyouwillthenhavemeto

dealwith.Doyouwanttoloseyourfamily?

Kumkani:noaunty

Thando:thenstartactingrightKumkani.Timewaits

fornoman.Youwanttowakeuptomorrowand

regretallyourlifechoices?

Kumkani:no

Thando:that'sexactlywhatZaneleisprotectingyou

from.Shedoesn'twantyoutoberegrettingthe

choicesyoumademyboy.Can'tyouseehowmuch

yourmotherlovesyou?

Kumkani:icanaunty

Thando:goodandihopeyoumeanit



Kumkani:idobutonethingiwanttoknowiswhat

momhasagreedwiththosemen

Thando:justtrustthatwhateverdecisionshetook

isgoingtobenefittherestofthefamilybecause

onethingaboutmynieceisthatshewoulddo

anythingtoprotectherfamilysojusttrusthermy

boy

Shecarefullywashedthelastbruiseashesighed

whileshewenttopouroutthewater.Shethen

appliedanointmentandwenttostartwiththe

dinnerwhilehelaidonhisstomachtakinghis

phone.Hewentthroughhiscontactsanddecided

tocallLazer...

Zanele:Kumkani

Kumkani:(frowned)what?

Zanele:iaskedZinotodivertalltheunknown

numbersonyourphonetomynumber

Kumkani:reallynowma?



Zanele:youarenotgoingtobetalkingtopeople

whoarenotfamilyfortherestofthisweekandthey

won'tevenbeabletogetholdofyou

Kumkani:that'sunfair

Zanele:shouldicomeremindyouwhyimdoingall

this?

Kumkani:(swallowed)noma'am

Zanele:goodnowgetoffyourassandgohelpyour

auntwithmakingfood.Youarenotatahotelyou

arehome

Kumkani:butican'tgetinthekitchenwithnoshirt

on

Zanele:youdefinitelycanputashirtondon'tget

smartwithus.Thosearebrusisesnotcutsnowget

up

Kumkani:(muttered)thisisabuse

Zanele:excuseme?

Kumkani:nothingma

Zanele:bye



Shehungupandclickedhertongueshakingher

headasshewentbacktowhatshe'swasdoing

withSamkelo.OutsideBongani,MandlaandSbu

sippedontheirbeerswhilepreparingthemeat...

Bongani:soiguessishouldcallher

Sbu:yeah

HetookouthisphoneanddialedValentineputting

heronloudspeaker...

Valentine:honey

Bongani:hi

Valentine:youaresocalmtodaywhatisit,have

yourealisedtheimportanceofhavingyour

reputationintact?

Bongani:yesandihavedecidedtofilefordivorce



Valentine:idon'tbelieveituntiliseeit

Bongani:mylawyerisalreadyworkingonthe

documentssoicancomebytomorrowandshow

you

Valentine:ohoktheniwillsendyoumyaddress

Bongani:iwillbewaitingonthat.Ohanotherthing,i

thinkyoushouldgobacktoyourpreviousposition

Valentine:previousposition?

Bongani:yesHeadofAdmin

Valentine:(smiled)ohyeahyoumeanthatonei

wouldbedelightedtodaddy

Bongani:awesome.Seeyoutomorrow?

Valentine:yessir

Bongani:andpleasewearsomethingsexy

Valentine:let'sjustsayitsgoingtobeasurprise

Bongani:youknowhowmuchilovesuprises(they

chuckled)bye

Valentine:byelove



Theyhungupsmilingandassoonasthecallcut

Bonganigaggedashisfriendslaughed...

Bongani:dammitguys

Sbu:buthowmuchofanidiotcouldshebe?

Mandla:youcansaythatagain

Bongani:wellthesoonerwearedonewithherthe

better

Mandla:let'sjusthopeeverythinggoesaccordingto

planbecausewecan'tunderestimatehergiventhe

factofhowyouspoketoherthelasttime

Zanele:Mandlaisright(theguysturned)howfaris

themeat?

Sbu:almostthere

Samkelo:betterbebecausewearestarving

Sbu:itislove

Samkelo:iguessyouguysspoketoher



Bongani:yeahijustdid(hisphonereporteda

message)andshejustsentheraddress

Samkelo:good.Zaneleandihavemadeanorderof

thespecialchampagneyouaregoingtotakewith

you

Bongani:ihopewearenotkillinganyonethough

(theladieslaughed)

Zanele:howiwishbutthat'snothowwerolllove

it'sjustgoingtohelpyoumakesureyou

successfullycarryouttheassignment

Bongani:ohok

Zanele'sphonebeepedaswellasshequietlyread

themessage...

Mandla:everythingokMrsJ?

Zanele:igotZinotolookmoreintoherbrotherand

itlookslikehe'sinJozisohe'sdefinitelyatthe

houseaswell



Bongani:that'sgoingtojeopardisethewholeplan

now

Zanele:nonolovedon'tworryiwillmakesureit

doesn't.YouguysfinishupwiththemeatSammy

followme

SheledthewaybackinsidethehousewithSammy

behindherwhilethemenquietlylookedatthemand

backatoneanotherandscoffedfinishingupwith

themeat...

Samkelo:what'suplove?

Zanele:ineedyoutocallthisboy

Samkelo:ohokandsaywhat?

Zanele:offerhimajob...(readthemessageagain)

lookslikehehasbeenlookingforajobin

constructionandheappliedtoafewcompanies

hereinJozisoyouneedtocallhimandaskhimto

comeinforaninterview

Samkelo:it'sSundaytomorrowlove



Zanele:youwilltellhimit'sanemergencythe

personwhoissupposedtobeworkingonMonday

ditchedonyouthelastminuteandproductioncan't

stopbecauseofthat

Samkelo:okbutwhatabouttheoffices?

Zanele:Nomvula'slodgeconstructionsiteoffices

mylove

Samkelo:ohperfecttheniguessishoulddoalittle

researchaboutconstructionnow

Zanele:yepbutitrustyoutonailit

Samkelo:withoutadoubt

Theysmiledasthemencameinthehousewiththe

meataslightningstruckcuttingthepower...

Alex:dad!?

Mandla:thebackupwillpickupjustnowson



ItdidasAlexandhisfriendshoutedinjoywhile

Zanelestartedtosetthetable.

AtMbali'shouse...

ValentinesmiledonherphonewhileWillemcame

talkingtothephoneandtookhisseat...

Willem:okiwillseeyoutomorrow(Valentine

frownedashehungup)what'swrong?

Valentine:whoareyouseeingtomorrow?Ineed

you

Willem:itsthisotherconstructioncompanyilong

appliedforajobtotheyfinallyhaveapostforme

soI'mgoinginforaninterviewtomorrow

Valentine:buttomorrowisSundayWillemwhatare

yousaying?

Willem:wellihavebeendyingtoworkwiththese

peopleandthemoneyisgoodValentine



Valentine:forgetaboutthosepeopleWillemweare

abouttoownthebiggestcompanyintheworldso

weneedtofocusonthat

Willem:wearenotguaranteedthatwewillsucceed

withourplanValentine

Valentine:ohsoyouaregoingtodoubtmeandmy

efforts?

Willem:nobutweshouldlookatalltheoptions

Valentine:noweshouldbepositiveWillem.Bongani

iscomingtoseemetomorrowandiwantusto

makesurethathedoesn'tgobacktohishouse

Willem:soyousayishouldthrowanopportunityof

workingmydreamjobforsomethingimnotsure

willcometopass?ComeonValentineandagain

Bonganiisyourmissionnotminesowhateveryou

doyouwillsucceed.

Valentine:Willem...

Willem:myassignmentistogetKumkaniforyou

andijustreceivedthenumbericancontacthimon

soonceyouaredonewithBonganiwearegoingfor



Kumkaniandthat'safterimdonewithmyinterview

Valentine:(sighed)okthat'ssoundsbetter

Willem:letmegetintouchwithhimrightaway

HesaidleavingthediningroomanddialedKumkani

whileValentinesatbackthinkingforafewseconds

anddialedacontact.Kumkani'snumberwentto

voicemailasWillemleftamessage...

Willem:yohbuddyiheardyousupplythebestwhite

powderintownsoithoughtwecouldmeet

tomorrowlatemorningbecauseineedafewkilos.

Mybudgetis50K

Hehungupsmilingandlithiscigarettewhileat

Mandla'shouseZanelelaughedandlickedher

fingerreadingthetextmessagethatwassupposed

tobeKumkani'svoicemessage...



Zanele:ohok

Bongani:what'sup?

Zanele:nothingloveitsjustthosespammessages.

Thesepeoplereallythinkweareidiotsandwillfall

fortheirscams

Bongani:whenwilltheygiveupthough

Mandla:soannoying

TheychatupastormwhileZanelesmiledsending

Bulldozeratextmessage.

AtXaba'shouse...

HefinishedcookingwhileZinotookasipfromher

wine...

Xaba:youhavebeenbusyonyourlaptopforover2

hoursnowwhat'sup?



Zino:justdoingabitofworkforsomeladybutim

donenow

Xaba:isshetryingtolocateherman?

Zino:(laughed)what?

Xaba:(laughing)weknowthatmostofthetime

whenladieswantservicesofaPItheyaretryingto

locatetheirmen

Zino:whatmakesyouthinkit'sawomantobegin

with?

Xaba:yousaidso

Zino:ohyeahidid(chuckled)wellyeahshehad

filedfordivorcenowshewantsproofthatindeed

thepersonshe'sdivorcingisacheat

Xaba:yousee(theylaughed)

Zino:thefoodsmellsniceishouldsay

Xaba:thankyousomuch

Zino:andthere'snothingifindsexylikeamanwho

knowshiswayaroundthekitchen

Xaba:soyouthinkimsexy



Zino:idon'tthink,youaresexy

Xaba:ohwowidon'tknowwhattosay

Zino:justsaythankyou

Xaba:(chuckled)thankyou

Zino:ohgoshwhoimifooling,Xabaithinkimin

lovewithyou,actuallyidon'tthink,iminlovewith

you

Hefrozewithaspatulainhishandwhileshe

swallowedlookingathim...

Zino:(clearedherthroat)tooforward?

Xaba:nononotatallimjustshocked

Zino:bywhat?

Xaba:ihaveneverhadawomantellmetheylove

mebefore

Zino:welcometothe21stcenturyMthembuwe

alsoknowourworthandgoforwhatwelikeandat



themomentilikeandwantyou

Xaba:wowshe'sserious

Zino:asdeath

Xaba:(swallowed)ok

Zino:ok?

Xaba:welliminlovewithyoutoobutijustdidn't

knowhowtosayit.ImeanI'mjustamerepolice

manand...(shestoodinfrontofhim)Zinowhatare

youdoing?

Zino:kissme

Xaba:huh?

Zino:kissmeXaba

Xaba:butiwasstill...

Shegrabbedhisneckandplantedasoftkissonhis

lipsashisheartracedwithhiseyeswidened...

Zino:areyouok?



Xaba:(lickhislips)yeah,it'sjustthatI'm...

Zinoscoffedandpulledhiminagainthistimefora

frenchkissasheslowlyresponded.Bythe

bedroomdoorJasonstoodandburstintoalaugh

astheyletgoofoneanother...

Xaba:Jason

Jason:idon'twanttoeatburntfoodplease

Theylaughedashechuckledtakinghisseatonthe

diningtablewhileashyZinoandXabajoinedhim.

THATEVENING

InMsomi'sfuneralparlour...

Zaneleparkedhercarthesametimeastheother



carandgotoffgoingfortheentranceasthetwo

menfollowedher.Inherblackminidressshe

flippedher24inchrealhumanhairweaveand

punchedintheunlockingcodewhilethemen

checkedoutherlongyellowlegsunderher

fishnets...

Zanele:imamarriedwomandon'tdrooltoomuch

Sheflashedasmileatthemandledthewayinside

catwalkinginher9inchpencilstilettos...

Man:imhonestlyshockedbyhowsomeofyou

ladiescanwalksowellinshoesthishigh

Zanele:it'sallaboutowningtheshoesnottheother

wayround.Afteryougentlemen

Shesaidopeningtheofficedoorforthemand

directedtheminandcameafterthemsmiling...



Man:whyarewemeetinghere?

Zanele:thisistheonlysafestplaceyouguysandi

cantalk

Man:cautiousisee.Imimpressed

Zanele:that'stheaim.Tomakesurethatyouleave

thisplaceimpressed.Didn'tyoucomewithyour

bodyguardstoday?

Man:there'snoneedforthemibelieve

Zanele:(smiled)definitely.Let'sgetdownto

businessbecausemyhusbandiswaitingformeat

home

Man:ok.Wesatdownandthoughtaboutyouroffer

anddecidedwhywedon'tmakeit53/47

Zanele:(chuckled)soyoumendon'twanttogive

memyextra10percentisee

Man:wellitsourbusinessafterall.The3percent

wearegivingyoucountsforsomething

Zanele:(sighed)okokgentlemeniguessitwouldn't



hurtso53/47itis

Man:(smiled)wonderful.Sowhenisourfirst

shipment?

Zanele:thecokeislandingonTuesdaysoiguess

youhavethenumberofordersforme

Man:howmuchcokeisit?

Zanele:150kg

Man:(smiled)ohwowthat'salotofmoney

Man:indeedandibelievetheorderswehaveare

goingtocoverthatamount

Zanele:wonderful.Shouldwesealthismeetingwith

oneglassofdrink?

Man:whynot

Man:wouldlovethatmylady

Zanele:yourwishismycommandgentlemen

Shesaidsmilingandwenttoherstashpouring3

glasses.Sheflippedherhairandturnedtothem



smilingastheychuckledquicklylookingaway...

Zanele:icouldfeelyoureyesundressingme

gentlemen

Man:(chuckled)yourhusbandisluckytohavea

womanlikeyouasawife

Zanele:he'snotluckybutblessedandsamegoes

tomyson.Nomotherwoulddowhatijustdidfor

him

Man:trueheowesyouhislife

Zanele:(smiledgivingthemtheirdrinks)toanew

andlonglastingrelationship?

Man:cheers

Man:cheersmylady

Theyclickedtheirglassesastheyalldownedtheir

drinksatonce...



Man:damnmanthisissomegoodstuff

Zanele:ionlyservethebestandthesecrettoitisto

sitalittleandletitrunthroughyoursystemand

whilewedothatyoutwocansigntheseforme

Shesaidgivingthemdocumentsastheysmiled

lookinginthemandsigned...

Man:iguessthissealsourdeal

Zanele:indeed

Man:(sniffed)ihopewedon'tevergettofight

Zanele:trustmeitwillnevergettothat

Man:i...(anurgetosneezehithim)i...

Hesnizzedintohishandonlytoseebloodashe

frowned...

Man:whatisgoing...(theotheronesneezedaswell)



Man:whatthehellis...

Man:womanwhatdidyoudo!?

Zanelesmiledgettingupherchairpullingdownher

dressasthemenuncontrollablycoughed...

Man:Womandidyou...(theystartedtolosetheir

breaths)

Zanele:relaxgentlementakeiteasy

Man:youbitch!

Zanele:itsalllove

Theytriedgettinguptheirchairsbutfelltothefloor

coughingoutbloodwiththeireyesturningred...

Man:you...

Man:youare...

Zanele:sssh



Shesaidputtingonsurgicalglovesandcovered

theirmouthsandnosesblockingtheirairpipesas

theystruggledtobreathuntiltheycompletely

stopped...

Zanele:(sighedstandingupandtookoffthegloves)

youreallythoughtawomanofmycalibrewoulddo

drugs?Greetthedevilformewhenyouarriveinhell

(shesaidtakingherphone)

Bulldozer:bosslady?

Zanele:ihavetwobodiesintheparlourforyou

comedowhatyouknowbest.Switchthecameras

backonafterok

Bulldozer:yesma'am

Shehunguplookingatthemenagainandclicked

hertongueleaving.Shewenttotheircarwith

glovesonandkneeleddowntakingoffthetracking

device.Shegotupandflippedherhairgoingtoher



car...

Zanele:youaskDumisaniJolawho"umcgwabi"is

whenyougettohell.

Shesteppedontheacceleratorheadingbackhome.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING
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InSoweto...

Samkelolaughedwiththeguardsassheparkedher

carandputonhersafetyhelmet.Shegavethem

somecashandheadedinsidewhereshefound

Willemwalkingaroundtheoffice...

Samkelo:(smiled)talkaboutrespectingtime

Willem:goodmorningma'am

Samkelo:iseeyouhavealreadymadeyourself

home

Willem:(smiled)ihopeididn'toverstepthe

boundaries

Samkelo:notatall

Willem:ishouldsaythough,ithoughttheinterview

wasgoingtobeatyourmainoffices

Samkelo:nooneisallowedintheofficesduringthe

weekendthat'stherule.Noteventhemanagement

sosinceitwasurgentithoughtmaybeweshould



holdtheinterviewinoneofoursites.

Willem:howwilliknowthisislegit?

Samkelo:(tookoutdocuments)ihaveyour

applicationwithme

Willem:(smiled)ohok.Youknowtherearealotof

scammersinthiscountrysoonehastobesuper

careful

Samkelo:iagreewithyou.Wouldyoulike

somethingtodrink?

Willem:waterwillbefine

Samkelo:ok(shegottwobottles)sotellmeWillem,

whyconstruction?

Willem:ilovegettingmyhandsdirtyandbesides

thatihonestlyfellinlovewithitfromaveryyoung

age

Samkelo:ohwowit'snotalwayswhereyoufinda

childbeingfascinatedbyconstruction

Willem:constructionsarealifetimeinvestmentso

helpingsomeoneachievethatmeansalottome



Samkelo:thenyouloveyourjob

Willem:alot

Samkelo:youarefromCapetownright?

Willem:yes

Samkelo:whydidyouchoosetoapplyinGauteng

whiletherearealotofopportunitiesthere?

Willem:idon'tlikebeingcomfortable

Samkelo:isee.Okthenihaveatestforyouihope

youarereadyforit

Willem:yesma'am

Samkelo:awesome

Shesmiledtakingoutatestpaperandgaveitto

himashewenttositbytheotherdesk...

Samkelo:youhave1hour30minutestofinishit

Willem:ok

Samkelo:shouldistepoutoryoudon'tmindme



sittingin?

Willem:thechoiceisyoursma'am

Samkelo:ohokiwillsitinthen

Willemsmiledpushingthechairinhisdeskand

readtheinstructionsonthetestpaperwhile

Samkeloputherfeetonthedeskandtookher

phone.

AtMbali'shouse...

Valentineputtheintercomearpiecebackonthe

hookasshefixedhercleavageandlipstick.She

brushedherlonghairwithherhandsandopened

thegateasBonganidrovein.Helookedaroundthe

yarddrivingunderashadethentookanenvelope,

flowersandabottleofchampagnegoingtothe

house.HerangthedoorbellasValentineopened

withasmileonherface...



Valentine:hey

Bongani:(smiled)hi

Valentine:comeonin

Bongani:thankyou.Theseareforyou

Valentine:awwsobeautifulthankyousomuch

Bongani:you'rewelcome

Valentine:makeyourselfcomfortableinthedining

roomwhileiputtheseinwater

Bongani:ok

Hesaidgoingtothediningareawhileshesmiled

goingtothekitchen.Hesatdownlookingaround

andatthefoodsheprepared...

Valentine:ihopeyoudidn'teatanything

Bongani:igrabbedsomethingonmywayheresoi

willjusthavecoffeetonotcomeacrossasrude

Valentine:(smiled)youthinkimightpoisonyou



right

Bongani:(chuckled)ohnonothat'snotwhatim

thinking

Valentine:ohokthensuityourself.(Shesaid

dishingupforherself)sowhatchangedyourmind?

Bongani:myreputationmeansalottome.Ihave

comealongwaytogetwhereiamnow

Valentine:soyouwouldsacrificeamarriageof20

yearsforreputation?

Bongani:yes.Myreputationismesoifichoosea

womanoverithowimigoingtogetthroughlife?I

willdefinitelyfindanotherwomanastimegoes

Valentine:butthenyourwifeseemstobeadifficult

person

Bongani:youmeanmysoontobeexwife.Well

she'sabusinesspersonaswellsosheknowshow

importantagoodreputationis.Imeanimagineall

thatshehasworkedforovertheyearscrumble

downjustlikethat

Valentine:iseebutthenyouguyswerehandin



handatthefuneral

Bongani:thatwasforshow.Youknowwhatimover

thiscoffeedoyoumindpoppingthebottle?

Valentine:soearlyinthemorning?

Bongani:whynot?

Valentine:andagainithoughtyouarenota

champagneperson

Bongani:youarenotacognacpersoneithersoi

havetocompromise

Valentine:(smiled)hmmyouareawonderfulman

youknowletmegogetglasses

ShewenttothekitchenwhileBonganisoftlysighed

rubbinghisface.Hequicklygrabbedatabletand

swalloweditandsmiledatValentinewhotookher

seat...

Valentine:areyousureyoudon'twanttoeat?

Bongani:nopeimgood



Valentine:ok

Shebitherlowerlipandpoppedthebottleas

Bonganismiled...

Valentine:sowhatareyouplanningtodowiththe

informationyouhaveaboutmebeinginyourlife?

Bongani:ibelievewecanreachanagreementyou

know.Imeanthiswasourparentsdecisionithas

nothingtodowithus

Valentine:itactuallydoesbecausewedeservea

steakinthatcompanybutanywaysinceyouguys

arenolongertheownerswedeserveastakefrom

yourcompanies(shetookasipfromthe

champagne)

Bongani:(tookasipaswell)butlikeisaidithas

nothingtodowithus.Ourcompaniesareours.The

peopleyoushouldbefightingaretheownersofthe

truckingbusiness

Valentine:theyknownothingaboutthehistoryof



thecompany(tookanothersip)thischampagneis

goodwheredoyougetit?

Bongani:iknowpeopleandagainihavegoodtaste

whenitcomestoalcohol

TheylaughedasValentinedownedherglassand

pouredanotheronewhileBonganicontinuedtosip

fromhisfirst...

Valentine:anywaylettinggoofthebusinessissue

fornowhowwilliknowthatyouareindeedleaving

yourwife?

Bongani:(gavehereanenvelope)lookinthere

Valentine:(smiledtakingit)oh,ok

Sheopenedandreadthroughthedocuments

shakingherhead...

Valentine:wow



Bongani:what?

Valentine:areyouseriouslygoingtogetthismuch

fromassettlement?

Bongani:yeah

Valentine:yourexwifeisarichbitch

Bongani:youcansaythat

Hesaidtakinganothersipwhileshefinishedher

secondglass...

Bongani:whyareyoudrinkingitlikewaterareyou

tryingtogetyourselfdrunkorwhat?

Valentine:maybeyouneverknow

ShelaughedgoingtothebathroomwhileBongani

sighedsittingback.Shefinishedpeeingthen

flushedandwashedherhands.Shechecked

herselfonthemirriorbutfrownedashervision

becameblurry...



Valentine:waitwha...

ShecollapsedwhileatthediningroomBongani

frownedhearingsomethinghitthegroundthe

bathroom...

Bongani:Valentine?V?

Hecalledgoingtothebathroomonlytofindheron

thefloor...

Bongani:pathetic

Hesaidtakingherhandsandpulledhertotheliving

roomwhereheliftedherandlaidheronthecouch.

HetookhisphoneandsentSamkeloatext...



Samkelo:(lookedatWillemandresponded)he's

havingahardtimewiththetestsotakeyourtime.

Anhourtogo

WillemsmiledwhileatthehouseBonganisighed

lookingaround.Hetookoutglovesfromhis

pocketsandputthemongoingtothebedroomand

startedsearching.Hemadesureeverythingwasas

itwaswhilehesearched.Heliftedthebedmattress

andfoundanenvelope...

Bongani:let'sseewhatwehaveinhere

Hesaidtakingoutthedocumentsandreadthrough

themshakinghishead...

Bongani:thiswomanisaconnivingwitch

Hesaidgoingtohiscarwiththeenvelopeandputa



fewcleanA4sheetsintheenvelopeandwenttoput

itbacktowherehefoundit.Hewenttothedining

roomandtookherphonethenusedherfingerprint

tounlockit.Hewentthroughherfilesandtookhis

dialingZino...

Zino:Bongs?

Bongani:imanagedtogetthroughherphonebut

there'safilethatneedsapasswordtoopen

Zino:justasecondplease

Bongani:ok

Zino:readoutthecodeonthebackofthephone

please(hedid)awesome

AsshesaidthefileopenedasBonganismiled...

Bongani:youareastar

Zino:myinvoicewillbereadyforyouwhenyouget

home(theylaughedashewentthroughthe



documents)

Bongani:wowZanelewasrightthisbitchtooka

videoofus.Slut

Heclickedhistonguedeletingeveything.Hewent

toherbackupanddeletedeverythingfromthereas

well.Helockedthephoneandputitbackonthe

table.Heclearedthetableandwashedallthe

dishes.Hetooktheflowerstothecarandputthe

vasewhereshetookit.Hetookherphoneagain,

unlockeditthenchangedthetimeandthensenther

an"Ican'tmakeit"text.Hesmiledchangingthe

timebacktotheactualoneandlockedherphone

puttingitonthecoffeetable.Hewenttothe

bedroomandtookhermakeupremoverand

sleepingclothes.Hewhistledwipingherfaceand

thenchangedherintosleepingclothes...

Bongani:nexttimesussupthepeopleyouare

planningtomesswithyounggirl.Wearetoooldfor

youtobetryingyourluckwithus



Heclickedhistongueputtingafleeceoverherand

openedthegatemotor.Heopeneditwithhishands

anddroveoutthencloseditandusedametalrodto

closethemotorfromoutside...

Bongani:don'teverthinkofmessingwiththeJola's

againinyourlife

Hesaidtakingoffhisglovesandgotinhiscar

drivingoff.

InPrison...

Allprisonerswerecalledintothedininghallasthe

governorcamewith2wardens...

Lady:gooddayeveryonelet'sallsettledownplease

(theydid)thankyousomuch.Letmestartoffby



sayingwhathappenedyesterdaywassomething

newandfromthe25peoplewhoweretakentothe

hospital,5ofthemhavelosttheirlives(prisoners

muttered)it'sindeedasadthingbutasthe

managementwehavedecidedthatwhoeveris

behindthiswillfacegreatpunishment

Prisoner:whoarethe5?

ThegovernorsaidthenamesasDianne'scell

matesbreathedheavilylookingather...

Lady:wearesosorryforthelossofyourmatesand

asiwassaying.Thepersonbehindthisisgoingto

facegreatpunishment.Mayalltheladieswhowere

onthekitchendutyforlunchstepthissideplease

TheyalldidasDianneswallowedavoidingher

cellmate'seyesasshelookedlikeshewasreadyto

eatheralive...



Lady:thankyouladiesandiunderstandthatyou

werealsointhemidstofMrsZaneleJolawhois

oneofthegreatestsuppliersofthisprison

Prisoner:yesma'ambutshewassortingfruitsonly

Lady:yesandallthefruitsweredeclaredsafeby

thefoodspecialists.

Guard:whatwaspoisonedthenma'am?

Lady:ithasbeendeterminedbythefoodspecialists

thatthegravythatwasservedhadpoison.

All:what!?

Dianne:youarenotbeingseriousrightnow

Lady:yes.Nowquestioniswhomadethisgravy?

Dianne:(swallowed)idid

Mate:soyoukilled2ofmyfriends?

Dianne:noiwouldn'tpoisonpeople

Mate:yetyouareproudofmurderingahuman

being

Dianne:excuseme?



Mate:youaregoing...

Lady:okoksettledownplease

Mate:MrsJelepleasefollowmetomyoffice

Dianne:butma'amiknownothingaboutpoison

everythingiputinthegravywas...

Lady:ihaterepeatingmyself.Guardsbringherwith

Theytookherandfollowedtheprisongovernor...

Mate:youshouldbepreparedtodealwithmewhen

yougetbackfromtherelady.Noonekillsmy

friendsandgetsawaywithit!

Dianneswallowedastheotherprisonersdispersed

totheirrespectivecells.

InThembisa...



MolaoparkedthecarbythegateasLeratosighed

followinghim...

Lerato:whatifshesplashesuswithhotwaterthis

timearound

Molao:imnothereforjokes.Peoplediedhereand

there'sapossibilitythatshemighthavekilledthem

LeratoshookherheadasMolaosniffedand

knocked...

Grandmother:comein

Molao:goodafternoon...

Grandmother?:whatareyoudoingbackhere?

Molao:ma'amwe...

Grandmother:younothing.Youpeoplefailedtofind

mygrandson'skillersandthentrysayikilledmy

ownchild?Reallynow?



Molao:allwewantisanswers

Grandmother:iwantanswersaboutmygrandson

aswell

Molao:whatdidyouusetorenovateyourhouse

with?

Grandmother:ohsonowyouwanttoknowhow

deepmypocketsare?Youngmandon'tyoudare

comehereanddisrespectmelikethat

Molao:it'sjustaquestionmabecausewehaveit

undergoodauthoritythatyouusedtheinsurance

moneyfromyourdaughter'sdeathorshouldisay

yourdaughter'sunexplainabledeath

Grandmother:getoutofmyhouse

Lerato:whydidyourefuseforanautopsytobe

doneonyourdaughterma'am?

Grandmother:inmybeliefwedon'topendead

bodiessoyounggirlandyoungmangetout

Lerato:whichreligionisthat?(Shekeptquiet)

ma'am?

Grandmother:imhonestlygettingannoyedright



nowgetoutbeforeipourhotwateralloveryou

Molao:theniguessyoudon'tmindexplainingtothe

judgewhatreallyhappened

Grandmother:excuseme?

Molao:isn'tyouseeusasajoke?Wehavepeople

whoknowhowtodealwithmotherslikeyou.

Motherswhocankilltheirownchildrenandgrand

childrenformoney.Youliedtoyourgrandson

sayinghisauntdoesn'tworkkanteallthistimeshe

hasbeenworkingwiththeyoungboyandthe

motherwritteninherpolicies.Nowyoutwoplotted

tokillthemtogetbackthemoney.Detectivearrest

her

Grandmother:haibo!

Molao:DetectiveSebokoarrestthiswomanshewill

knowthatthelawdoesn'tjokearoundwhenit

comestothelivesofotherpeople

Lerato:nkgono(grandma)youhavebeenarrested

forkillingyourdaughterandherson.Youhavethe

righttoalawyerandifyoucan'taffordonethenthe

stateshallprovideyouwith



Grandmother:but...

Molao:etlankgonoetla(comegrannycome)

HesaidleadingthewayoutasLeratocamebehind

himwiththeoldladyhandcuffed...

Grandmother:lalelanibantwanabam...(pleaselisten

mykids)

Lerato:getinsidethecarmother

Shesaidhelpingherinsidewhiletheneighbours

lookedonshocked.Leratogotintheothersideas

Molaodroveoffwhiletheyoungboyintheyardran

tothehouseandcalledhisuncle.

AtLerato'shouse...

Pontshofrownedatthebackofthehousehearinga



carparkinsidetheyard.Kennedygotoffandwent

insidewithafewplasticsandopenedthedoor...

Kennedy:heebathonglehokaejwale?(Whereis

everyone)Hello?

Pontsho:(laughed)kekamonamyson(imthisside)

Kennedy:oh(hechuckledgoingtotheback)hima

where'sLerato?

Pontsho:omosebetsing(she'satwork)

Kennedy:ohonweekendduty.Okhowareyou,i

broughtsomegroceriesandafewdrinksthought

wecouldchill

Pontsho:awwthat'sthoughtfulofyoumyson.

Empanjwetsengwanakaoraletsetropoosatena?

(Buttellmemysonyouwentintotownnaked?

Kennedy:(frowned)whatareyoutalkingaboutmai

haveclotheson

Pontsho:onemakgasaanaorekediphahlo?(These

retardedclothes)



Kennedy:mathesearecalledrippedjeansand

againitshotican'twearlongsleeveshirts

Pontsho:ochohoreoenkileshopongelejwalo?

(Youmeanyouboughtitlikethat?

Kennedy:yesma

Pontsho:aishamebutyoulooklikeahobomyson

Sheburstintoalaughwhilehesighedsittingdown

andopenedabeer...

Kennedy:youcanbeexhaustingattimes.

Pontsho:yoh.Anywaywhere'syourgirlfriend?

Kennedy:notthistopicagainma

Pontsho:onaseriousnotethoughmyboyhowold

areyou?

Kennedy:38

Pontsho:andyouarestillsinglewhileyouhave

suchahugehouseandeverything?



Kennedy:wellihavemyownpreferencesma

Pontsho:oratabannaKennedy?(Youlikemen)(he

choked)nobehonestwithme

Kennedy:mamano

Pontsho:imseriousKennedyiwanttoknowifi

shouldexpectasoninlaworadaughterinlaw

Kennedy:both

Pontsho:what!?

Kennedy:ilikebothmenandwomenyohbathong

mama

Pontsho:ehehwenaKennedykemotlholowakae

ono?(Whatthehellisthat)

Kennedy:immadethatway

Pontsho:oseohlanyajwale(youarecrazynow)

Kennedy:there'swhatwecallbisexualitymother

whenyouareattractedtobothmenandwomen

Pontsho:Kennedyketsebafelahorehonalegay,

lesbianlebommebababelehwengelebo-rrekana

borrebababelehwengelebo-mme(ionlyknowof



gays,lesbiansandtransgenders)moohahaohake

hotsebe(thatidon'tknow)orebio-what?

Kennedy:(scoffed)bisexualma.Don'tworryyou

willgettounderstandwithtimebutlikeisaidihave

myownpreferencesimnotattractedtoanymanor

anywoman

Pontsho:youyoungpeoplearegoingtobetheend

ofuswiththesethingsofyours

Kennedy:there'salsowhatwecallapansexualma

Pontsho:oskanjwetsahoreleserobalanaledi

panejwale(don'ttellmeyouguysaresleepingwith

pansnow)

Kennedy:(laughed)momno

Pontsho:sokamanKennedy

Shesaidlaughinggoingintothehouseashe

followedher.

AtNomayeza'shouse...



EveryonetooktheirseatoutsideasNomvulaand

Nombulelocamewiththedrinks...

Zulu:thankyoumygirlsandthankyouZaneleand

Bonganiforcoming

Bongani:notaproblem

Zulu:(smiled)letmestartoffbysayingmywifeand

ihavesetourweddingdate

Zanele:oh,whenisit?

Nomayeza:(smiledholdinghishand)onTuesday

All:what!?

Nombulelo:whythatfast?

Zulu:iwanttomakesurethatimmarriedbythe

timewefinalisethesaleofLeeTrucking

Zanele:ohwowsothatmeansyoumanagedto

secureit?

Zulu:yes



Bongani:(smiled)congradulations.Forhowmuch?

Zulu:R4B

Nomvula:(choked)what?

Zulu:yeah

Nomvula:wherearewegoingtogetthatkindof

money?

Nomayeza:yourdad'spoliciesarecashinginsoon.

ThembaalsohashalfabillionandZanelesaidthey

wouldhelp

Nomvula:buthowmucharedad'spolicies?1.5

billion?Plusthe500MfromZulutellmehowmuch

islefttomakethe4B

Nombulelo:2B

Nomvula:exactlyandwecan'texpectBonganiand

Zaneletopartwayswithsomuchmoney

Zanele:lookatitasaninvestmentmylove

Zulu:exactly

Nomvula:butthat'salotofmoney



Bongani:whichwilldefinitelycomebacktous

multiplied

Nomvula:whataboutyourprojects?

Zanele:youshouldn'tworryyourselfaboutthose

deareverythingwillgoonasplanned

Nomvula:ifyousayso

Zanele:(smiled)sosincewebotharepoppingout

halftogettingthiscompanybackwhowillbe

runningit?

Nombulelo:nowthat'sthepartihavebeenlonging

for.LeeTruckingisoriginalytheJola'scompanyso

ithinkitsonlyfairforus,imeanVula,mom,Zulu

anditobenefitmorefromit

Bongani:weareJola'saswellLelo

Nombulelo:idon'tdisputethatbutmindthatyou

guyshavealreadyestablishedyourempire.You

rankhigh

Bongani:but...

Zanele:comeonloveitsoklet'sletthemrunitas

longwehavesharesinthere



Zulu:howabout25%

Zanele:soundsgoodtome

Nomvula:howmuchwillwebeleftwith?

Nombulelo:45%

Zanele:youreallyareamathsgenius

Nombulelo:youcanbeatmeinallthingsbutnot

whenitcomestocalculations(theyalllaughed)

Zulu:soisthatgoodenoughMrJola?

Bongani:yeahimgoodbutthencomesinthename

issue

Nomayeza:wearegoingtocallinJola'strucking

Zanele:won'tthatbeexcludingMrZulu?

Zulu:imactuallyokwithit.Thenamedoesn'treally

meanmuchwhatmattersisthesignature

Zanele:ok.Wellweareokwithitthen,rightlove?

Bongani:yeah

Nombulelo:wonderfulthencheerstotakingthis

businesstogreaterheights



All:(chuckled)cheers

Theyclickedtheirglassesandtooktheirsipswhile

Zanelelookedatallofthemsmilingunderherglass.

Atthegraveyard...

Mandlaparkedhiscarandtookfreshflowersand

whitecandlesgoingtoMbali'sgrave.Hesighed

leaningdownandlitthecandles...

Mandla:hiloveitsmeMandla.Ijustwantedtosay

sorryfornotcomingtoyourfuneralbutweboth

knowwhyicouldn'tshowmyface.Imissyouso

muchbabeandimsorryfornotmakingsureyou

weresafe.Ifailedtofulfilmypromiseofprotecting

youbutiguessiwillhavetodealwithit(sighed)i

wantedtoletyouknowthatihavesatdownwith

yourparentsandwespokeabouteverything.Ifonly

wedidsomethingsacertainwaywewouldn'tbe



heretodaybutjustknowthatiloveandiwillforever

missyou.It'sgoingtotakemesometimetomove

onbecausethelastthingiwantistofeellikeim

replacingyou.Wehonestlyhadbigplanstogether

butunfortunatelyourtimingwaswrong.Pleasefind

itinyourhearttoforgiveme

Heswallowedwithtearsbuildinginhiseyesashe

movedhisfingeronhernameonthetombstone.

InThembisa...

WearingahoodieoverhisfaceZozskispotted

Willemwaitinginthepubandwenttowherehewas

sittingandfacedtheotherway...

Zozski:WillemLotterin?

Willem:who'sasking?

Zozski:MrJolaiswaitingforyouinthecar.Kindly



followme

HeledthewayoutasWillemfollowedhimholding

anenvelope.HedialedValentinebutitjustrang

unansweredasheclenchedhisjaws.Hetriedagain

buthungupasZozskiopenedthedoorforhim...

Willem:thankyou.MrJolaibelieveyou...

AshesaidZozskiquicklyinjectedhimwhile

Bulldozersmiledthroughthemirrorlookingathim

passout...

Bulldozer:let'sgoZo

Hesaidputtingitondriveandheadedoffwhistling

whileZozskitooktheenvelopeandcountedthe

money.

^



^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:20] :ZANELE

43

InThembisa...

Molaosighedsittingbackastheoldwomanjust

lookedathim...

Molao:mawedon'thavetimetobewastingplease

answermyquestions

Grandmother:doilooklikeafooltoyou?Iknowmy

rights

Molao:buthowlonghavewebeenwaiting?



Grandmother:imnotsayinganythinguntilmy

lawyergetshere

Molao:butyouhaven'tevenmadeacall

Grandmother:wellhewill

Asshesaidanofficeropenedthedoorandstuck

hisheadin...

Officer:Colonelthere'samanherehesayshe'sa

legalrepresentativeforthiswoman

Molao:ohokbringhimin

Theoldwomansmiledasamiddleagedmanmade

hiswayinsideandtookhisseat...

Man:goodday

Molao:gooddaysirandthankyouforcoming

Man:yeah.Mamysoncalledmetellingmethatyou



havebeenarrested

Molao:youknowher?

Man:ofcourseido.Howcaninotknowmyown

mother?

Molao:ididn'tmeantooffendyou

Man:whyhaveyouarrestedher?

Molao:weareinvestigatingthedeathofher

daughterandgrandsonwhomysteriouslydiedin

hercare

Man:soyouaretryingtotellmethatmymotheris

suspectedtohavekilledherownchildren?

Molao:wehaveitundergoodauthoritythatshe

evenrefusedapostmortemexaminationforher

daughter

Man:yesandtoyouthat'sanoffence?

Molao:wellitraisesafewhairs.Whichbelief

deniesthat?

Man:whydoyoupeopleinsistongoingintoother

people'sbusinessesandnotdoyourjobthoroughly?



Mysisterlivedaprivatelifeandinherdeathshe

askedtokeepthingsthatway.Hereisawillshe

wrote

HegaveittoMolaowhofrownedreadingit...

Man:ifanything,ishouldbesuingthisstationfor

theemotionaltraumayouhavebroughtonmy

mother.Yessomepeopledosacrificetheirchildren

butnotmymotherdoyouunderstand?Mysister

wasaprostitutebeforeshefoundadecentjoband

duringthosedaysshecontactedHIVthatiswhyno

oneknowswhatkilledherbecauseshedidn'twant

anyonetoknowaboutherstatusletalonehowshe

contactedit.(Molaoswallowed)areyousatisfied

thatyouhavemadeusdisrespectmysister's

wishes?

Molao:imsorryididn'tmeanto

Grandmother:youdidn'tmeanto?Youngboyim

stillmourningmygrandsonandyousawitfitto

comeintomyhouseandputhandcuffsonme.Im



goingtosuethisstation.Youfailedmygrandson

andhavethegutstoclaimthatikilledhim.Whodo

youthinkyouare?

Molao:idoesn'thavetogothere

Man:wellit'sgoingtogothere.Doyouknowwhat

youhavedonetomymother'sreputation?Nowthe

wholestreetthinksshe'sacriminal.Nowtheyare

goingtobelieveallthefalserumourstheyhave

beenspreadingabouther.That'semotionaldamage

anddefamationofcharacterwhichispunishableby

thelawandexpectalawsuitsoon

Molao:(sighed)canwetalkaboutthisplease

Man:nothingisyouofficerswantustoalwaysdo

yourjobs.Howfarhaveyougonewithfindingout

whatkilledmynephew?

Molao:weonlyfoundthatthepoisonhehadcould

befoundinfruitpits

Man:what'sitcalled?

Molao:hydrogencyanide

Man:foundinwhichfruits?



Molao:thedoctorjustsaidfruits

Man:whichfruitdidthatboyeat?

Molao:orange

Man:youareawelleducatedofficerright?

Molao:yes

Man:thendoyourjobproperly.Findoutwhokilled

mynephewandstopchasingforthingsthataren't

there

Molao:idon'tunderstand

Man:whatimtryingtosayisgoaskthatdoctorof

yourswhichfruitpitshavehydrogencyanidein

them.Macome,let'sgo

Grandmother:iwillbecomingformymoneyand

trustmeimnotgoingtoholdback

Sheclickedhertonguefollowinghersonoutwhile

Molaoblinkedaskinghimselfquestions.Lerato

wentintheinterrogationroomandfrownedata

distantMolao...



Lerato:(snappedherfingers)earthtoMolao

Molao:howcanibesostupid?

Lerato:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Molao:ineveraskedwhichfruitpitshavehydrogen

cyanide

Lerato:idon'tfollow

Molao:thepoisonthatkilledtheyoungboy.The

doctortoldmeitwasfoundinfruitpitsbuttheni

didn'taskwhichonestobeexactandthewaythis

manisconvincedthere'snohowanorangewould

killaperson.Imeanwecanchewanorangepitby

mistakeright?

Lerato:yes(scoffed)youareright

Molao:ineedtocallthedoctoragain.WowMolao

howcanyoubesoignorant

Hesaidshakinghisheadgoingtohisofficeas

Leratofollowedhim.Hetooktheofficelineand



calledthehospital...

Lady:unfortunatelythedoctorisonleave

Molao:(sighed)whenishecomingback?

Lady:Monday

Molao:ohokiwillcontacthimthen.Thankyou

Lady:Goodday(theyhungup)

Lerato:and?

Molao:he'sonleavebutcomingbackonMondayi

willtalktohimthen.Ifanythingthenthiswillmean

thatwehavetopayZinoandthefruitmarketladya

visitagainandthistimearoundoneofthemis

goingbehindbars

Lerato:definitely

Molao:(clickedhistongue)wereallywerefooled

nowtheoldwomansaysshe'sgoingtosuethe

station

Lerato:damn



Molao:iknowrightbutifwecangettheculpritfor

herson'sdeathwewilldefinitelygetbackinher

goodbooks

Lerato:yeah.Whatareyouuptoafterwork?

Molao:nothing.What'sup?

Lerato:mybrotherhasplannedabraaisessionat

myhousesoiwasthinkingyoushouldcomeby

Molao:youdon'thavetoaskagain

Lerato:(smiled)seeyouthen

Molao:alright

Theysmiledatoneanotherasshewenttoher

officewhilehesighedsittingback.

InPrison...

Diannelookeddowntwitchingherfingersasthe

prisongovernorsatonherdesklookingather...



Lady:doyouunderstandwhatyouhavedone?

Dianne:honestlyspeakingiknownothingabout

whathappened

Lady:yetyouaretheonewhomadethefood.

Womanyouhavekilled5people

Dianne:butiswear

Lady:youcanswearallyoulikebutitsallonyou

Dianne:whataboutthefoodsuppliers

Lady:thesepeoplehavebeensupplyingusfor

manyyears

Dianne:butmistakesdohappen

Lady:yesbutthepoisonfoundinthegravydidnot

comefromthevegetablesitwasputintherewhile

thefoodwascooking.SoJelewheredidyouget

thispoison?

Dianne:ma'amisweartoyoui...(stoppedasa

thoughtcrossedhermind)shit!

Lady:whatisit?



Dianne:ZaneleJola

Lady:whatabouther?

Dianne:she'sdefinitelytheonewhoputthepoison

inthegravy

Lady:(laughed)reallynow?Look...

Dianne:noimtellingyoushe'stheonewho...

Lady:Diannejustshutit!Youaregoingtobe

cleaningthebathroomseverydayfromnowonfora

wholemonthdoyouunderstandme

Dianne:but....

Lady:andyouaregoingtobedoingallthelaundry

ofyourmatesinyourwingforamonth

Dianne:what!?

Lady:trustmethatisjustthebeginning.5lives,5

humanliveswerelostinyourwatchsoyouhaveto

facetherepercussions.Leave!

Dianne:butZa...

Lady:guard!Takethiswomanoutofmysitebefore

idosomethingimightregret.Wemightlose



sponsorsallbecauseofhernegligence.Getout!

Dianne:ma'am...

Theypulledheroutwhileshetriedtogether

statementacrosstoanuninterestedgovernor...

Dianne:isweartoyouladiesit'sZaneleJola!

Guard:getinside!

Sheclickedhertonguepushingherinhercelland

lockedleaving.Dianneheldtothebarsandsighed

shakingherhead.Shejumpedasshefelt

somethinghotfallonthebackofherneckandas

sheturnedherinmateblewsmokeonherfaceand

punchedherasshefelldown...

Dianne:whatthehell!?

Mate:whatthehell?Youkillmyfriendsandyousay

whatthehell?



Dianne:guyspleaselistentome,i...

Mate:girlsjerkherup(theydid)

Dianne:whatareyou...

Shegruntedasherinmatepunchedherstomach...

Mate:itoldyouthatyouaregoingtopayforkilling

myfriendsright?

Dianne:but...(gruntedasshegotpunchedagain)

Mate:butwhatbitchbutwhat!?

Dianne:youarehurtingme!

Mate:howdoyouthinkmyfriendsfeltonthatdeath

bedhuh?Howbitch!

Shesaidcontinuouslypunchingherwhileshe

gruntedinpain.Theythrewhertothefloorandall

startedtokickherwhileshescreamedforhelpbut

noonecametoherrescue.Aguardstoppedbythe



cellandshookherheadproceedingawaywhilethey

continuedtomercilesslykickher...

Mate:okladiesthat'senoughfornow.Youare

goingtowishyoudiedwiththose5inmatesyou

killedtrustme

Shesaidashinghercigaretteonherbruisedface

whileDiannecoughedwithhermouthandnose

bleeding.

AttheJola's...

Zinoparkedhercarandwentinthehousewhere

shefoundZaneleonherlaptop...

Zino:sis

Zanele:ohheystranger



Zino:(laughed)howareyoudoing?

Zanele:couldn'tbeperfectmylove

Zino:youguysowemealothonestlyspeaking.Im

outtheretryingtosecurearelationshipwiththis

hotofficerbutyouhadmeworkingnoguys

Zanele:(laughed)ohsomeone'sinlove

Zino:ididn'twantittohappenbuthereweare.I

lovehimsis

Zanele:oktheninvitehimfordinner

Zino:wearegoingforabraaiathiscolleague's

houselater

Zanele:ohwowokthen

Zino:he'ssohotZanelehaveyouseenhim?

Zanele:theonlyhotmaninmyeyesismyhusband

sopleasesavemefromthetrauma(theylaughed)

Zino:where'smomandBongsanyway?

Zanele:theyarestillatNomayeza'shouse.Ihada

businesscallihadtoattendtohere



Zino:ohok.Sohow'severythinggoing?

Zanele:ourplanhasworkedsis

Zino:that'sgoodbutyouknowwhatthismeans

right?

Zanele:yesZuluwillbeofficiallyowningthe

truckingbusiness

Zino:andyouaretotallyokwiththat?

Zanele:100%sis

Zino:whatifthelastlegofourplandoesn'twork

out?Thatmeans25yearsofyourhardworkdown

thedrain

Zanele:itwouldhavebeenagreat25years.Ihave

securedalotsoiwouldn'tregretitthatmuchbut

myhopeisforittoworkout

Zino:wecanonlyhope

Zanele:andagainitsnotlikeiwon'tbereaping

benefits.TheygavegivenBongsandi25%ofthe

shares

Zino:ohokthenyouwillstillbesafe



Zanele:yeaheitherwayiwillstillbewinning

Zino:yeahhey.Anywayletmegogetreadyformy

braaidate

Zanele:(laughed)okboo

Zino:ohiwasthinking,It'stimeigotmyownplace

now

Zanele:whydoifeellikethisrelationshipistaking

youawayfromme?

Zino:(laughed)getoveryourpossessivenesssis

youknownothingwillevergetbetweenus.Youand

iaregoingtobetogetherevenindeath(they

laughed)

Zanele:ihopeso

Zino:yessis

Zanele:wehaveaweddingdinneronTuesdayso

invitehimthen

Zino:ZuluandNoma?

Zanele:yep

Zino:it'sbeenalongtimecoming.Iwillinvitehim



love

TheylaughedasZinowenttoherroomwhile

Zaneletookherlaptopgoingtoherstudysinging...

Zanele:whenJesussaysyesnobodycansayno...

AttheDlomo's...

Sbucameoutofthebathroomnakedwhile

Samkelosatonherbedreadingabook...

Sbu:love

Samkelo:hmm?

Sbu:look

Shelookedupathimashestarteddancingwithhis

machineflyingalloverastheyburstintoalaugh...



Samkelo:Sbuyouneedhelp

Sbu:forbeingafreespiritedsoul?Nothankyou

Samkelo:showmeamanyouragewhodoesthe

sillythingsyoudo?Oneofthesedaysitwillflyoff

(theylaughed)

Sbu:youaresosilly

Samkelo:whereareyougoing?

Sbu:wearegoingtoK-zonelater

Samkelo:ohoklove

Sbu:(jumpedonthebed)howismywifedoing

though?

Samkelo:imoklovecanyoustandupandputon

lotionyourskinwilldryup

Sbu:lotioncanwaitiwanttocatchupwithmywife

(Samkelochuckled)areyoureadyforthiscoming

week?

Samkelo:(sighed)yeslovebutimnervous



Sbu:wellyouareallowedtobemylovebutjust

knowthatiwillbewithyouallthewayok

Samkelo:thankyouloveidon'tdoubtthat

Sbu:trustmewearegoingtobeatthisandgoingto

comeouttops

Samkelo:(smiled)whatdididotodeserveaman

likeyou?

Sbu:youlookedintherightdirectionlove

Samkelo:irememberhowZaneleandigaveyou

guysattitudethefirsttimewemet

Sbu:trustmeyouguysdemeanourintimidatedme

alot

Samkelo:buthereweare

Sbu:iknowright(theylaughedashelaidonhis

backwhilehismachinerestedonhisstomach)

Samkelo:babecanyoupleasegetdressedupyou

aregoingtomakemepuke

Sbu:(lookingatit)buthowcansomethinglikethis

makeapersonfeelgood?



Samkelo:(laughed)Sbunopleasegetoffmybed

Theylaughedmoreashewenttothedressing

mirror...

Samkelo:askMandlatobringAlexoverok

Sbu:iwasabouttoaskyoutobabysithim

Samkelo:yeahandZanelewillbecomingovershe

hasnothingtodotonight

Sbu:where'shermom?

Samkelo:she'sgoingtoSoweto

Sbu:ohok(checkedhimselfoutafterwearinghis

briefs)babebutwhyhaveyounevercomplimented

bybum?

Samkelo:what?

Sbu:lookattheseroundcakesbabesievenhave

dimples,look

Samkelo:Sbuyouaresodirtyican'twithyou



anymore

Shehystericallylaughedgoingtothebathroom

whileSbulaughedputtingonhispants.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

HoldingaglassofchampagneThembekawalked

pastZuluwhomadehiswayintothehousewhile

shewentoutsidetoBongani...

Thembeka:willZeebecomingbackhere?

Bongani:nopeshesaidfromthehouseshewillbe

goingtoSammy'shouse

Thembeka:ohisee.Ithoughtiwouldseeher

beforegoingtoSowetobutiguessiwillseeheron

Monday

Bongani:yeah



Thembeka:donotneglectyourselvesthoughmy

children.Rememberthatyouarestillmourning

Bongani:yesmawewon't

Thembeka:yesbecauseifyoudon'tmournit's

goingtohauntyouguysinfuture

Bongani:wewillrememberthat

Thembeka:good(tookasip)iwantustotalkabout

yourbehaviourthepastfewdays

Bongani:iknowmaandimhonestlysorryforthe

wayitookthings

Thembeka:Zanelewasnotaperfectmotherbutone

thingiknowisthatshelovedMbali

Bongani:yesma

Thembeka:andhonestlyifitweren'tfortheloveshe

hasforyouiwouldhavekilledyoubecauseyou

hurtmebybeatingmydaughterthatday.You

almostkilledmychildBongani

Bongani:imsorrymabuticanpromiseyou.Itwill

neverhappenagain.Zaneleandiareinamuch

betterplacenow.Yesihavedonesomethings



whichimnotproudofbutimwillingtobethatman

shemarried.Iknowshe'stryingtonotthinkabout

whatididbutdeepdownshe'shurtingandihate

thefactthatimtheonebehindallthathurt

Thembeka:whatiwantfromyouistobeagood

mantoherandagoodfathertoKumkani

Bongani:yesma

Thembeka:andwhateverZaneledoesknowthatit's

alllove.Whenmychildlovessheloveshardand

shewouldneverhateapersonwhenthere'snothing

offishaboutthem

Bongani:ohtrustmethatiknow

TheylaughedasheturnedthemeatwhileZulu

camewithsomemoreandcontinuedtocatchup

withNomayezajoiningthem.

InForchville...



Zanele:maku'khanye!

ShesaidswitchingonthelightasWillemclosedhis

eyes.Ahotslaplandedonhisfaceashebithimself

withafrownonhisface...

Zanele:yesbloodywhiteboy

Willem:slut

HespitasZanelescoffedsmilinglookingat

BulldozerandZozski...

Zanele:isheconfusingmeforhissister?

Willem:shewillbelookingformeinnotime

Zanele:andyouthinkshe'sgoingtofindyou?Yeah

right

Willem:letgoofme

Zanele:beepbeepbeepyourrequesthasbeen



declined(theyalllaughed)

Willem:youdon'tknowwhoyouaremessingwith

Zanele:yeahrightamateursandbeingwaytoo

ambitious.Boydidyoureallythinkiwasgoingtosit

backandnotlookoutformyson?Comeondude

Willem:youaregoingtopayforthis

Zanele:ok.Sotellmewhatdoyoutwowantfrom

myfamily?

Willem:youoweus

Zanele:whatexactly?

Willem:youstolefromus

Zanele:(sighedrollinghereyes)Dozerareyou

makingsenseofanythingthisbratissaying?

Bulldozer:icanhearthathe'stalkingbutdololo

understanding

Zanele:oh(laughed)littleinformationonsomething,

thatinterviewwasallfakeok

Willem:(frowned)what!?



Zanele:myapplepleaseDozer(hegaveittoher

withaknife)yesmyboywewantedyououtofthe

houseformyhusbandtodealwithyoursister

properly

Willem:(breathingheavily)whathaveyoudoneto

mysister?

Zanele:(laughedcuttingherapple)relaxmyboyi

don'tkillwomenokbutsomehowtheyendupdead

anyway(shelaughedchewingherapple)

Willem:bitch!Bitch!Bitch!

Heshoutedwithhisfaceturningred...

Zanele:awwyoushouldseeyourlittlepinkfaceall

rednow.Thereasonimgoingtoslaughteryouis

becauseyouwhitepeoplethinktheworldrevolves

aroundyoubutnotinZanele'sworlddoyouhear

me?

Willem:whatdidyoudotomysisteryoubitch!

Zanele:(movedtheknifeonhisface)iputherto



somegoodsleepshehasalwaysneeded.Maybeby

thetimeshewakesupshewillunderstandwhatlife

is.It'snotalwaysglitzandglamouryoufightmy

boybutitgetsworsewhenyouthinkyoucanfight

ZaneleJolainyourlife(laughed)imean...(she

stabbedhisstomachashegaggedwithhiseyes

widened)whothehelldoyouthinkyouare?Coming

formyhusbandandson?Theonlymeninmylifei

wouldprotectwithmyeverything?Ohnomyboyoh

no

Willem:(coughed)youaregoingtopayforthis

Zanele:likehelliwillyousonofabitch.Ifeelsorry

foryourparentsbutheywhatdoesn'tkillyoumakes

youstronger.Seeyouinanotherlifetimemyboy

Shewhisperedinhisearandheldtheknifethatwas

stillinhisstomachandpulleditfromthestomach

uptotheribcageopeninghimupasZozski

splashedavomit...

Zanele:itoldyouiwasgoingtoslaughteryou.



Bloodywhitebitch

Shesaidclosinghiseyesandtookabitefromher

apple...

Zanele:gofeedthiswhoretothelionsibettheyare

hungry.Ihaveneverlikedwhitebitchesanyway

Bulldozer:yesma'am

Shetookherthingsandshookherheadlookingata

vomitingZozski...

Zanele:youneedtogrowapairofballsyoungboy.

Dozerseeyouaround

Bulldozer:bye

Shetookthelastbiteofherappleandthrewthe

remainsonZozski'svomitleavingwhileBulldozer



workedonalifelessWillem...

Bulldozer:finishupandcomegivemeahandhere

Zozski:youpeopleareheartlesshowdoyouopena

humanbeinglikethat.Noman

Bulldozer:ifyou'renotcarefulyouaregoingtoend

uplikethis.Come

Zozskishookhisheadtakingabottleofwaterand

helpedhisfriend.

LATERTHATAFTERNOON

AtMbali'shouse...

Valentineopenedhereyestotheringingintercom

asshefrownedlookingatherselfinhersleeping

clothes...



Valentine:whatthehell?(Theintercomrangagain)

okokimcomingdammit

Shesaidlookingaroundtryingtomakesenseof

whatcouldhavehappenedandsighedanswering...

Valentine:hello?

Mandla:it'sMandlaopenup

Valentine:what?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Officer:ma'amkindlyopenupbeforewemovethis

gateofftherail

Valentine:whoareyou?

Officer:thepolice

Valentine:whatthehell?

Shefrownedhangingupandopenedstandingby

thedoorastheydrovein...



Valentine:Mandlawhatthehellisthis?

Officer:ValentineLotterin?

Valentine:yesthat'smyname

Officer:ma'amyouarerequestedtopack

everythingthatisofyoursandvacatethishouse

Valentine:(scoffed)excuseme?

Mandla:youheardthemright.Getout

Valentine:likehelliwillthisismyhouse

Officer:ohifitisreallyyourhousekindlyshowus

proofthatitindeedisyours

Valentine:youguysreallyhavetimeforpettythings

honestly

Shesaidgoingtothebedroomandcamewithan

envelope...

Valentine:here'syourproof



ShegaveittotheofficerwhilelookingatMandla...

Valentine:sopleaseleavemyyard

Officer:ma'am

Valentine:what?

Officer:(showedhercleansheets)theseareclean

A4sheets

Valentine:(frowned)what!?(Grabbedthemfrom

him)thiscan'tberight.Ihaveproofthatthishouse

ismine.Itwasinhere.Thiscan'tbehappeningit...

Officer:ma'amlook,wedon'thavealldaysoplease

packyourthingsandleavebeforewearrestyoufor

trespassing

Valentine:but...

Mandla:saveitValentine.Thepolicecalledthe

agentwhosoldMbalithishouseandconfirmedthat

it'sMbali'sandthemoneythatpaidforitwasfrom

myaccountandwithmeherearedocumentsthat



showsthatitindeedisinMbali'snameandshehas

nevergiftedittoanyone

Valentine:wait,wheredidyougetthose,ithought...

Mandla:thoughtwhat?Thatyouhidthem?Young

ladypackyourragsandleaverightnow!

Valentine:(swallowed)youaregoingto...

Mandla:idon'thaveyourenergy(heclickedhis

tongueheadingtothebedrooms)

Valentine:wheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?Hey!

Mandla:imgoingtohelpyoudowhatseemshard

foryou

Hesaidopeningtheclosetandthrewherthingsout

asshecursedhimtryingtofighthim.Intheother

roomtheofficerstookoutWillem'sthingsasshe

camerunning...

Valentine:thosearemybrother'sthingsstop!

Mandla:leave!



Hesaidthrowingtherestofthemoutandpulledher

out...

Valentine:youaregoingtopayforthis!

Mandla:gotohell!

Valentine:(gotinhercar)thisisfarfromover!

Mandla:haveagoodlife!

Valentine:sonofabitch!

ShesaiddrivingoutwhileMandlaclickedhis

tongueandsighed...

Mandla:thankyouofficers

Officers:thepleasureisours

TheyfollowedheroutasMandlastayedbehind

callingBonganiandSbu.Valentinepulledoverand



hitthesteeringwheelholdingherforehead...

Valentine:whatthefuckjusthappened!?(Shetook

herphoneandfrownedatthetime)wherethehellis

Willem(shesaidcallinghimasitwenttovoicemail)

youbettergetyourasstothephonerightnow

Willem.(Shehungup)thesepeopledon'tknowwho

theyaremessingwith.Bloodybastards!

Shesaidjoiningtheroadagainanddrovetoahotel.

InRockville...

Twomenwentinanofficewhichwascoveredwith

smokeinside...

Man:boss

Ndlovu:wherearethey?



Man:wetriedtocontactthembutnothingsir.We

can'teventracktheircar

Ndlovu:wheredidtheysaytheyweregoingagain?

Man:tocloseadeal

Ndlovu:withwho?

Man:wedon'tknowsir

Ndlovu:(turned)youboysbetterfindthosemendo

youhearmeandifsomethinghappenedtothem

thepersonwhodiditwillgettoknowwhoNdlovuis.

GetoutthereandturnthewholeofGautengupside

downifthat'swhatittakestobringmyboysalive

Man:yessir

Ndlovu:now!

Theyswallowedandquicklymadetheirwayoutas

hesatbacktakingthelastpufffromhiscigar.He

fixedhishatandoneofhisgoldringsonhisfingers

anddialedanumber...



Man:Ndlovu?

Ndlovu:someonehasmyboysandtheymight

probablynotbealiveineedyourservices

Man:oksiriwillbethereinabit

Hehungupanddownedhiswhiskeybrushinghis

longponytailbeardwithhishandwhilehischicklit

anothercigarforhim.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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AtLerato'shouse...



Everyoneunfoldedtheircampchairsandsatnextto

theircoolerboxeswhilethedjpumpedupthemusic.

Kennedy,Molao,Hlomphoandothermenminded

the3braaistandspreparingbeef,chickenandpork

onthem.Youwouldswearthewholestreetwasat

Lerato'shouse.BehindthehousePontshominded

thepapcookinginabigpotwhileLerato,twoofher

femaleneighboursandBuhlepreparedthe

chakalakaandmorogo...

Pontsho:ohJesoyatletsengmosa(ohgracious

Lord)thatpotisgoingtokillme

Lerato:yousaidyoudon'tminditma,youshould

callHlomphotocomeandhelpyouwithstirringit

now

Buhle:whynotthatmanwithhugearms

Lerato:he'sbusyoutside

Buhle:aswellasHlompho

Lerato:notfromwhatimhearing.He'stheloudest



outthereevencoveringthemusic

Buhle:youshouldknowthat...

Lerato:yohmamabutithoughtitwasanintimate

braainowthewholestreetisherewithadjaswell

Pontsho:youknowhowKennedyismylove.I

thoughthemeantanintimatebraaiaswellkeseke

makalajwalekebonabantatebalebakenaka

diletsoyoh(iwasshockedtoseethosemen

walkinginwiththeirequipments)(theylaughed)

Lerato:thisguythoughbutimgladhebought

everythingweareusingiwantnostresswhenit

comestomygroceries

Buhle:youhavegroceries?Ididn'tnotice

Kennedy:heyladieseverythinggoingwellright?

Lerato:(smiled)yesbrothanksforthisshameit

feelslikeanevent

Kennedy:iattractgoodvibessis.Ijustreceiveda

callfromthecluboneofthemanagersisnotfeeling

wellsoimgoingtostandinforhim

Lerato:oh,howmanymanagersdoyouhave?



Kennedy:haveyouseenthatclubRato?The

biggestinGautengitellyousoihave8managers.

4forthedayshiftand4forthenightshift.

Lerato:whysomanythough?

Kennedy:ihavethemanagerforthestandardside,

thevipsideandthevvipsidemyloveandfourth

onemanagesthekitchen

Lerato:okloveletmenotkeepyouwaitingthen.

YousawMolaoright?

Kennedy:he'sgotagreatsenseofhumorilovehim

alreadyandagainyoutwoarecompatable

Lerato:(smiled)iknowbroiknow

Pontsho:allthankstome(theylaughed)

Lerato:yesmaallthankstoyou.Youknowmetoo

well

Kennedy:iloveyouguysenjoythenightok.If

anythinggoesshortcallmeiwillhavesomeone

bringdrinks

Lerato:okbroloveyou(theyhugged)oh,pleasecall

Hlomphoonyourwayoutandtellhimthatmama



needshishelp

Buhle:HlomphoisbusyLerato

Kennedy:yessisiwillcallhim

Buhle:butguys...

Kennedy:weknowyoucareforyourmandearbut

he'sthelastbornsohehastobetheonerunning

aroundwhenmomcallsforhelp.Bye

Lerato:bye

HeleftwhileLeratosmiledlookingatBuhlewho

sulkedstirringthevegetablesforthechakalaka.

Outside,XabaswitchedoffZino'scarengineas

theygotoutinbluejeansandwhitegolft-shirtsand

matchingoriginalsneakers...

Zino:somanypeople

Xaba:ithoughtitwasanintimatething

Zino:wellimupforsomekasivibeshoney



Xaba:onethingiloveaboutyouisthatyoudon't

lookdownonpeopleyoufitinanywhereand

everywhere.

TheylaughedgoinginasMolaofrownedseeing

them.Leratosmiledcomingoutofthehouseand

chatwiththeotherpeoplemakingherwaytoMolao

aswellasXabaandZino...

Lerato:lovei...

Xaba:(smiled)colonel,detective

Lerato:hiXa...ohhi(shefrownedatasmilingZino)

youmadeit

Xaba:yeah.Whywouldn'ti

Lerato:isaweveryonehereandithoughtmaybe

youchosetodosomeotherthingsbutimgladyou

arehere

Xaba:yeah.ColonelthisisZinoTombale,Zinothis

isColonelMolaomyboss



Zino:apleasuretocrosspathswithyouoncemore

colonel

Molao:likewise

Xaba:andthisisthestationdetectiveLerato

Seboko

Zino:apleasureitisdetective

Lerato:sure.Loveiwassayingcanyoucomeand

helpmewithsomethinginside?

Molao:ohok

Lerato:kindlymakeyourselvesathome

ShetookMolao'shandgoingtothehousewhile

XabasighedlookingatZino...

Zino:nonodon'tworryigetthatalotsoit'sok

Xaba:areyousure?Thiswomanjustgaveyoua

coldshoulder

Zino:yesimsurenowcanwesitdownandhave



ourdrinks?

Xaba:oklovenoproblemthen

Theyjoinedsomeofthecolleaguesandchatupa

stormwhileinsideMolaohelpedLeratotakingafew

thingsdowninherbedroom...

Molao:didyouhavetodothattoher?

Lerato:dowhat?

Molao:giveheracoldshoulder

Lerato:ididn't

Molao:youdidandthat'snocool

Lerato:what'snotcoolisherkillinganinnocent

childthengetawaywithit

Molao:that'sunprofessionalandyouknowit.She's

innocentuntilprovenguilty

Lerato:butwebothknowthatshe'sguiltyMolao

Molao:wearesuspectingLeratoanduntilweare



certainthatshe'sbehindallthisthenthat'swhen

youcantreatherasacriminal

Lerato:idon'tevenunderstandwhyXabacan

chooseawomanlikeherandseesomethingworthy

abouther

Molao:that'sjudgemental

Lerato:wouldyoulovetoseeyoursondating

someoneyouknowcouldbecapableofmurder

Molao:nobutXabaisnotmysonhe'sagrownman

Lerato:he'ssomeoneyoucareaboutisn'tit?

Molao:yesidobutwhathechoosestodooutthere

andthepeoplehedoeswhateveritiswithisn'tmy

concern

Lerato:butitwillaffecthisperformanceatwork

whatifthesepeopleturnhimintoacorruptofficer?

Molao:ibelieveXabaiswiseandoldenoughto

knowthedifferencebetweenrightandwrong

Lerato:justlikeMasilelaright?

Molao:wedon'tknowifhewasworkingwiththose



people

Lerato:hetriedtostealtheaccidentreportwhich

Xabawassuccessfulin

Molao:canwegobacktotheparty?

Lerato:ihonestlycan'twaittothrowthesepeoplein

acell.

Molao:youarestartingtogetobsessedwiththem

andyouknowhowdisadvantageousthatcanbe

Lerato.Youwillendupgettingintroublejust

becauseyoubadlywanttothrowtheminaprison

cell.Relaxandjustdoeverythingthewayitshould

bedoneandlettheuniversetakecontrol.Isthat

everything?

Lerato:yeah.Thankyou

Molao:calmdownandenjoythesessionok

Hesmiledsoftlyrubbingherchinandleftwhileshe

sighedtakingtheservingdishestothekitchen.



AtSamkelo'shouse...

Withabowlofsnacksinfrontofthem,champagne

forZaneleandjuiceforSamkelo,theylaughed

playingscrabblewhileAlexplayedvideogamesin

Sbu'sgameroom...

Zanele:(tookasip)youwouldmakeawonderful

motheryouknowthat

Samkelo:youthink?

Zanele:yesthewayyouaresogoodwithAlexsays

alot

Samkelo:thankyoulove

Zanele:sowhat'sthewayforwardlove?

Samkelo:ourtherapisthasbeenmentioning

adoptiontous

Zanele:soyouwanttogiveitatry?

Samkelo:yeahbutimworriedifiwouldlovethe

childthesamewayiwouldlovemybiologicalchild



Zanele:thecareyouareshowingAlexshouldsaya

lottoyoumylove

Samkelo:(sighed)iguessso

Zanele:butdon'trushintoitokjusttakeitonestep

atatime.Startbyhelpingoutinorphanagesand

spendmoretimewithAlex.Trustmeyourlovefor

childrenwillstartgrowing

Samkelo:yeahiwilltakeyouuponthat

Zanele:butdon'toverdoitespeciallywithAlex.

Alwaysrememberthathestillhasafather

Samkelo:truethatbutwhatififallinlovewithhim

andwanttobewithhimallthetime?

Zanele:youcanavoidthatbyalwayslimitingyour

timewithhimmylove

Samkelo:ok(Zanele'sphonerang)

Zanele:whyisValentinecallingme?

Samkelo:answerher

Zanele:MsLotterin?

Valentine:sothisishowyoutwoaregoingtoplay



atthis?

Zanele:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Valentine:yousendyourhusbandtomyhouseto

drugmeandstealfromme?

Zanele:idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Valentine:youknowwhatimtalkingaboutZanele

andyouaregoingtopayforit

Zanele:whyimibeingthreatnednow?Ineversent

myhusbandtoyourhouseandiknownothing

aboutyoubeingdruggedsokindlyfindanothertree

youcanbarkupat

Valentine:youhavemessedwiththewrongwoman

Zanele:doyouknowthaticangoreportyoufor

whatyouaredoing?

Valentine:runZaneleJolarun.Where'smybrother?

Zanele:ohyouhaveabrother?

Valentine:imnotplayinggameswithyouZanele.

WefoundoutthatKumkaniissellingdrugsand

shouldanythinghappentoWillemyouaregoingto



knowwhoValentineis

Zanele:iwasinthemiddleofsomethingdearsoif

youaredonetalkingmayikindlygobacktowhati

wasdoing?

Valentine:don'tsayineverwarnedyou

ShehungupwhileZanelescoffedlookingather

phoneandlaughedputtingitdown...

Samkelo:and?

Zanele:she'sbusyblubberingsayingishouldn'tsay

sheneverwarnedme

Samkelo:thatgirlisanuisanceyoushouldhavefed

hertothegameanimals

Zanele:youdon'trushintodealingwithpeoplelike

Valentineloveletthemsoakintheirmomentsfirst

thenhitwhentheyhavelettheirguarddown

Samkelo:idon'thavethepatienceforthiskindof

craphonestly



Zanele:wellido.Allmylifeihadtoquenchfiresso

iknowalotaboutpatienceespeciallywhenyou

wanttosucceed.

Samkelo:itmustbegoodtobeyoubecausei

honestlywouldhavetoldherwheretogetoff

Zanele:thatwillbesellingyourselfout.It'snotlike

she'sacompletefool.Nooneknowsmaybeshe

wasrecordingthatcallandshouldihavesaidyes

wearebehindwhatyousaywedidtheniwouldbe

throwingmyselfunderthebus

Samkelo:true

Zanele:yeahsothingsliketheseyousitbackand

lettheballplayonyourhand.Mogirlwouldbe

thinkingtheyhaveyoubytheballskantedololo

theyknownothing

Theylaughedandcontinuedtoplay.

InK-Zoneclub...



KennedymadehiswaytotheVVIPareawherethe

gentlemenwerehavingtheirdrinks...

Kennedy:goodeveninggentsimKennedyandwill

bemanagingyourareatonight

Sbu:thankyouKennedy

Kennedy:thepleasureisallmine.Iseverything

sorted?

Sbu:yeah

Mandla:wait,youareKennedytheowner?

Bongani:huh?

Kennedy:(smiled)yessiriamtheowneroftheclub

Mandla:andyouaremanagingthefloor?Comeon

dude

Kennedy:themanagerforthisfloortonightisnot

doingwellsoihadtostepin

Mandla:whydidn'tyouofferovertimetooneofthe

managers?



Kennedy:thisisahugeclubanditgetsexhausting

sotheyalldeservetorest

Sbu:itindeedisabigonebruhanditlooksamazing.

Yourwifehasgreattaste

Kennedy:thankyoubutidon'thaveawifeallthe

ideashereareoriginalymine.Itoldtheinterior

designerwhatiwantedandtheydidexactlythat

(SbuandBonganilookedatoneanother)

Mandla:thenyouareafewofthosemenwhohave

agoodeyefordesign

Kennedy:youcansayso.Doyouguysneed

anything?

Mandla:nowearestillokbutthanksforchecking

uponus

Kennedy:enjoyyournight

HesmiledandwalkedawayasSbuandBongani

scoffed...



Mandla:iseverythingokwithyoutwo?

Sbu:wecameherenotsolongagoandwesaidthe

interiorlooksamazingandthensomeonesaidno

guyiscapableofdoingsomethinglikethisunless

theyhaveawifehelpingthemortheyaregay

Bongani:andhejustsaidhedoesn'thaveawifeso

there'sonlyoneanswertoallthis

Mandla:ohcomeonguyscan'tyouseethatthis

guyisstraight.Ibethehasdifferentgirlscomingin

andoutofhishousenowonderhedoesn'thavea

wife

Sbu:areyoucallinghimabitch?(Theylaughed)

Mandla:comeonguysweknowhowmenthatlook

likehimarewhenitcomestowomen

Bongani:whatdoyoumeanby"menthatlooklike

him"

Mandla:wellbuiltmen,menwhoareobsessedwith

gym

Sbu:Mandlaareyoutryingtosayanothermanis

sexy?



Mandla:noSbudahhaibo(theylaughedoutloud)

Sbu:butthat'swhatyouarebasicallysaying

Mandla:Bonganitalktoyourfriend

Bongani:(laughing)imnotgettinginvolved.

HesaidreadingZanele'stextandwhenhelooked

uphelockedeyeswithKennedyandlookedaway

whileKennedywipedaglassandputitonatray...

Kennedy:(tothewaiter)makesurethatthemenon

thattablehavefreshglasseseverytimeandthat

theydon'trunoutoftheirfingerfoodsandwaterok

Waiter:yesboss

HetookthetraytothemwhileKennedymadeis

waytohisoffice.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING



InPrison...

WithherbruisedfaceDiannequietlycleanedthe

bathroomsashercellmateandherfriendscamein

walkingonthewetfloor...

Dianne:comeonguyscan'tyouseethatimstill

cleaning?

Mate:howisthatanyofourbusiness?

Dianne:youguysarenotbeingfairyoushouldwait

forthefloortodryfirst

Mate:butwewanttobathorwhatladies?

All:yes

Dianne:butyouknowit'snotokto...

Mate:isthisyourmother'shouse?

Dianne:no

Mate:thenwhat'syourproblem?Infactyouknow



whatletmehelpyou

Shesaidgrabbingthebucketandemptiedthedirty

wateronDiannewhogaspeddrippingwetasthe

otherladieslaughed...

Dianne:whydidyoudothat?

Mate:(laughing)ohyoufeeldirty?Come,letmama

helpyoucleanup

Dianne:imgoingtotellthegovernor

Mate:isaidcomehaveashowerdammit!

Shesaidgrabbingherandthrewherinashower

andopenedcoldwateronherasshejumpedaway

butshepushedherbackunderthewater...

Dianne:canyoupleasestopityouarehurtingme

Mate:ohsoyouknowsomethingaboutpainnow



huh?

Dianne:imsorry...(chokedassomewaterwentin

hermouth)imsorryaboutyourfriendsbutiswear

toyouitwasnotmyfaultZa...

Mate:(slappedher)shutup!

Dianne:(shouting)cansomeonepleasehelp!Help...

Mate:(coveredhermouth)shutup!Shutyourfilthy

mouthyoubitch

Guard:iseverythingokinhere?

Mate:yeseverythingisok

Guard:where'sthewomanwho'ssupposedtobe

cleaning?

Mate:wedon'tknowwefoundtheflooramesslike

that

Guard:iguessshelovestrouble.Shedoesn'tknow

whothegovernorofthisprisonreallyis.Befast

ladiesothersarewaitingtoshoweraswell

Mate:yebo



ShewalkedawayastheladyletgoofDianne's

mouthassheswallowedlookingather...

Dianne:whatdoyouwantfromme?

Mate:tosufferallyourprisonyears

ShelaughedoutloudshoweringwhileDiannestood

therelookingonwithherorangedresson.

Atthehotel...

AfterorderingbreakfastValentinesatonherbed

andtookherphonecallinganumber...

Lady:Sundayworldnewspaperhowmayibeof

help?

^

^



^

^

^

.....
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Valentine:goodmorning.Mayipleasespeaktothe

editorinchief?

Lady:okma'amletmeputyouthrough

Sheheldonandopenedforherfoodandwenttosit

backonthebedeatingstrawberries...

Lady:goodmorning

Valentine:goodmorning.Ihopeyouaregood

Lady:imgoodthanksandyou



Valentine:imgood.Ihaveagoodstoryforyou

Lady:okwhoimispeakingto?

Valentine:iwouldliketoremainanonymous

Lady:okwhoisthestoryabout?

Valentine:BonganiJola

Lady:whoisthat?

Valentine:ZaneleJola'shusband

Lady:(satup)what!?

Valentine:yes.Imworkingasheadofadminathis

companybutbeforethatiwashisPA

Lady:isee.Sowhat'sthestoryabout?

Valentine:BonganiJolahassleptwithme

Lady:what!?

Valentine:yesheluredmeintohisspaceonlyfor

himtosleepwithme

Lady:isitrape?

Valentine:nobutheusedme



Lady:how?

Valentine:heinvitedmetostaywiththemathis

houseknowingthathiswifewasgoingtohavea

problemwithit.Imeannowomanwantstosharea

housewithanotherwomanespeciallywhenthey

arenotrelatedbutnoheinsistedonmegoingto

staywiththem.

Lady:doyouhaveevidencetoprovethis?

Valentine:yesido

Lady:okpleasesendtheproofthroughtomyemail

(shetoldhertheaddress)thenwewilltakecareof

therest

Valentine:(smiled)idefinitelywilldosobye

Lady:bye

TheyhungupasValentinewentthroughherphone

butfoundnothing...

Valentine:sohewentthroughmythings?Ohwow



okpitytheyforgetimnotanidiot

ShesaidtakingherbagandtookoutaUSB

connectingittoherlaptopandsenttheeditorin

chiefane-mail...

Valentine:nowweseewhoplaysitbetter.One

mistakeyoumadewastounderestimateme.Iwill

showyouflamesZaneleyoudon'tcomeatmelike

that.

Shesaidswitchingoffherphoneandcontinuedto

eatherbreakfast.BackintheSundayWorldoffices

theeditorcheckedalltheproofandsighedsitting

backcallingoneoftheeditors...

Lady:hey

Lady:hi.Ijustreceivedajuicystorynowimonafix

Lady:whoisconcerned?



Lady:BonganiJolawhohappenstobeZanele

Jola'shusband

Lady:wait,whodidyoujustsay?Zaneleasinthé

ZaneleMsomi-Jola?

Lady:theverysameonelove

Lady:what'shappening?

Lady:Bonganicheatedonherandihaveproof

Lady:wowthisisgreatbutweneedtobecareful

Lady:thatiswhyicalledforasecondopinion.It'sa

verygoodstorybutweshouldalsolookatthe

personwearegoingagainst

Lady:truethat.MyadvicewouldbecallZaneleand

thehusbandforcommentbeforereleasingthestory

Lady:that'sanideaandiftheydon'tanswerthen

wementiontheywereunreachableatthetimewe

wantedtoreleasethestory

Lady:exactly

Lady:alrightlovethankyousomuchletmecontact

Zanelefirst



Lady:okbye

TheyhungupasshelookedforZanele'scontacts

andcalledherassoonasshegotthem...

Zanele:ZaneleJolahello

Lady:goodmorningMrsJolayouarespeakingto

Sundayworldnewspapereditorinchief

Zanele:ohok.Howmayibeofhelpmylady?

Lady:wehavejustreceivedsomeinformation

concerningyourmarriagesowewouldliketoaska

fewquestions

Zanele:ohoklovejustholdonformeok

Lady:noproblem

Zanele:(pressedholdcall)babe?Bongani?

Bongani:honeyimrestingwhatisit?

Zanele:Valentinehascontactedthenewspapers

Bongani:saywhatnow!?



Zanele:calmdown

Bongani:calmdown?Babedoyouunderstandwhat

thatbitchhasdone?

Zanele:yesbutthesepeoplewantourcommenton

theissue

Bongani:wearenotdoingthathangup

Zanele:wearedoingitloveandwearegoingtobe

honestthatfooldoesn'trealisethatshehasdugher

owngrave

Bongani:nolovewearethrowingourselvesinapit

offireaswell.Nowpeoplearegoingtoknowabout

ourprivatethings

Zanele:itsbetterwesayourtruthlovebecauseif

wedon'twearegoingtosuffermore

Bongani:sowhatarewegoingtosay?

Zanele:iwillanswerthequestionsyoujustfollow

mysuit

Bongani:ok

Zanele:andpleasenomatterhowthisladypresses



youstaycalm

Bongani:oklove

Zanele:good.Hello?

Lady:MrsJola

Zanele:thankyouforholdingiwasstillwakingmy

husbandup

Lady:ohok

Zanele:youcanaskawaydear

Lady:thankyouMrsJola.Sotellme,didyouguys

staywithMrJola'sPA?

Zanele:yes

Lady:forhowlong?

Zanele:untilifoundoutwhatkindofpersonshe

was.Sheevenmovedoutofthehousewithout

tellingus.Youcansayshesnuckout

Lady:butshesaysMrJolainsistedshecomesto

stayover(Zanelenodded)

Bongani:yesthat'sbecauseiwashelpingherasmy



PA.Ican'twatchmyemployeesufferwhileimable

tohelpthem

Lady:couldn'tyoubookahotelforher?

Bongani:imtryingtoavoidspendingalotbecausei

havealotofprojectstodo

Lady:isee.Didyoutellyourwifeaboutthisbefore

comingwithyourPAtothehouseoryoujust

sprungitonher?

Bongani:isprungitonher

Lady:andhowdidshefeelaboutit?

Bongani:whatdoyouthink?

Zanele:iwasangry

Lady:doesthishappenoftenwithyoutwo?Imean

themiscommunication?

Zanele:no

Lady:thenwhydidyoudecidetonottalktoyour

wifefirstMrJola?

Zanele:kindlyrememberthatyouareajournalist

notajudgesomindyourquestionsplease.Just



becauseweagreedtocommentdoesn'tmeanwe

aregoingtodishouteverythingtoyou.Thereare

boundaries.Nextquestionplease

Lady:(swallowed)ok.MrJoladidyousleepwith

yourPA?(BonganiswallowedlookingatZanele)Mr

Jola?

Zanele:yeshedid

Lady:andyouareokwithit?

Zanele:wouldyoubeokwithfindingoutthatyour

husbandismessingaround?Ofcoursenotbut

becauseimawifeandnotsomestuckupcheap

girlfriendtryingtoproveapointihadtothinkabout

myvowsandpromisesimadetothismanwhenwe

gotmarriedthat'swhyidecidedtosavemy

marriage

Lady:ok.Wherethereanyotherphysicalcontact

betweenyouandthePAbeforedoingthedeed?

Bongani:yes.Wehuggedthenshedeliberatelyleft

amakeupstainonmyshirt.Sheoncemassaged

meinmyofficeandthenthedeedhappened



Lady:whydidyouendupsleepingwithher?

Bongani:iwashavingabadtimewithmywifeandi

neededadistraction

Lady:soyouusedher?

Zanele:myhusbandwillneverusesomeone.She

cameontomyhusbandtoanextendofplantinga

condominhiscar

Lady:(frowned)ohokthisismoreinterestingnow.

Thankyouforyourtimeandenjoyyourday

Zanele:thanks,youtoo.Whenwillthestorybeout?

Lady:thisafternoononallsocialmediaplatforms

Zanele:ohokbye(theyhungup)

Bongani:Valentineissick

Zanele:thisshouldteachyoualesson.

Bongani:sowhatnowfromhere?

Zanele:imgoingtodowhatZaneleMsomiwould

do

Bongani:(frowned)what'sthatsupposedtomean?



Zanele:idon'ttakekindtopeoplewhothinkthey

canusethethingsilovetobringmedown

Bongani:babeyouarenotgoingtohurtherright?

Zanele:ohtrustmeimgoingtodomorethanthat

Bongani:Zanele?

Zanele:whatwouldyoulikeforbreakfast?

Bongani:babewhatareyougoingtodotoValentine?

Thelastthingiwantistohavemywifebehindbars

becauseofme.Itwouldneversitwellwithme

Zanele:iguessiwillseewhattomakeforbreakfast

(shewalkedaway)

Bongani:lovepleasedon'tdothat.Don'twalkaway

frommeplease.Atleasttellmewhatyouare

planningsowecanworkonittogether.Love?

Zaneleturnedbythedoorandeyedhimashe

swallowedlookingdown.Sheclosedthedoorashe

sighedshakinghishead...



Bongani:whydowealwaysgooutofourwayto

hurtourwomen?Lordican'tlosemywifeall

becauseofsomeoneascheapasValentineplease

Hesaidgettinginthebathroom.

InThembisa...

Xabaparkedhiscarbythegateandheadedinto

Lerato'syardwhowasbusypickingupsomelitter

withHlompho...

Xaba:goodmorningdetective

Lerato:hiXabaiseverythingok?

Xaba:canipleasehaveawordwithyouinprivate?

Lerato:yeahsure.Bropleaseexcuseus

HesmiledatXabaandwentintothehousewhile



Leratosighed...

Lerato:iseverythingok?

Xaba:iwantustotalkaboutthereceptionyougave

uslastnight

Lerato:whichreception?

Xaba:youdidn'tgiveustheattentionyougave

everyone

Lerato:lastnightwasabusynightbutimsorryif

youfeltoutcasted

Xaba:it'snotjustthatbutyougavemygirlfrienda

coldshoulder

Lerato:(laughed)what?

Xaba:whenwearrivedhere,yourresponsetoher

greetingswasnotwelcoming

Lerato:likeisaidlastnightwasbusysomymind

wasobviouslyallovertheplace

Xaba:detectiveihavesomuchrespectforyoubut

whenitcomestomygirlfriendiwillstandupforher



wheniseethatshe'sbeingunfairlytreatedand

whatyoudidwastotallyunfair.Whathappenedto

innocentuntilprovenguilty?Youarestartingto

makemethinkyouaresomehowobsessedwith

thisfamily

Lerato:oknowyouaregoingwaytoofar.Ihavea

lotofthingsicanobsessaboutandyourgirlfriend

istheleastofmyworriesdoyouunderstandthat?

Xaba:thenwhyareyoubeingmeantoher?Files

alwaysgomissingbutihaveneverseenother

officer'swivesnorgirlfriendsbesuspectedfor

stealingthemsopleasestopwhatyouaredoing

Lerato:soXabayoucameallthewayfromyour

housetocometomyterritoryanddefendyour

criminalgirlfriend?

Xaba:watchhowyouspeakofher

Lerato:orelsewhat?

Xaba:youandiaregoingtohaveaproblem

Lerato:doyouforgettheoathyoutookwhenyou

graduatedMthembu?



Xaba:iknowmyoathverywellandyoudon'thave

toremindme.Whatiwon'tsitforisyouorcolonel

toabuseyourpowersandintimidateotherpeople.

Zinodidnottakethatfileandthat'sthatsoplease

getridofthisobsessionoffindingsomethingbad

aboutherandfocusondoingwhatyouarehiredto

do.

HesaidleavingwhileLeratosoftlyshookherhead

lookingathim...

Lerato:nxnxnxnxyeahnehsomemencanbe

foolsbuticaresomuchaboutyoutoletyoube

turnedintoanidiotXaba.Hlomphocome!

Hecametohelphercontinuewheretheyleftoffas

Xabadroveoffathighspeed.AtLazer'sbackroom,

hewrappedhimselfwithatowelandopenedthe

dooronlytofindKumkanionhisdoorstep...



Lazer:andthen?

Kumkani:areyougoingtoletmeinornot?

Lazer:comein.Whatareyoudoingheresoearly

andwhyhaven'tibeenabletogetholdofyou?

Kumkani:mamablockedallthenumbersshe

doesn'tknowfrommyphone

Lazer:how?

Kumkani:mydadisanITexpertandmyauntisaPI

sotheydefinitelydidsomething

Lazer:yohyourfamilyisdangerous

Kumkani:anywayimnotheretotalkaboutthemim

hereforbusiness

Lazer:what!?

Kumkani:yes

Lazer:aftereverythingthathappenedatyour

sister'sfuneral?Nobruhdidyouseethosemen?I

don'twanttodie

Kumkani:whyareyoubeingacowardLazer?Mom

dealtwiththosepeoplesotheywouldneverknow



wearebackinbusiness.Wehavesomepowder

landingonTuesdaynightanditoldmomaboutit

nowiwantustochangeroutes

Lazer:how?

Kumkani:icontactthecolombiansandaskthemto

changetheflighttimes

Lazer:butyoujustsaidyournumbersareblocked

Kumkani:wearegoingtouseyourphoneidiot

Lazer:no

Kumkani:yes

Lazer:Kumkanilet'sjustletthiswholethinggo

Kumkani:wehavecustomerswaitingLazerwe

can'taffordtodisappointthemplease

Lazer:dudeyouarestillinahotsoupwithyour

mother.Shealmostkilledyounowyouwanttodie

forreal?

Kumkani:whatshedoesn'tknowwon'tkillher.Idid

amistakebytellingherlasttimebutthistime

aroundimdoingthingsmyway



Lazer:Kumkani...

Kumkani:canipleasehaveyourphone?Ineedto

callmypeople

Lazer:Kumkanilistentome

Kumkani:Lazershouldicutyouout?Don'tyou

wanttomoveoutofthebackroomandowna

houseandacar?

Lazer:iwanttobutnotlikethis.Thisisdangerous

Kumkani:Lazeryouknowthatwearegoingtogeta

lotfromthisordercomeonbruh.Howareyou

goingtomakeitoutofthislifewhenyouhaveno

qualification?Hustlingistheonlywaydudeandi

decidedtoworkwithyouonthisbecauseicare

aboutyouanditrustyou

Lazer:(sighed)that'sunfair

Kumkani:what'sitgoingtobe?Shouldifind

someonewhowouldn'tthinktwiceaboutgrabbing

thisopportunityoryouwillthinkaboutyouandyour

grandmother'ssituation?

Lazer:(gavehimthephone)youareluckyicare



aboutmygrandmotherandiwanthertobeproud

ofme

Kumkani:(smiled)that'smyboy

HedialedthecolombianswhileLazersighed

listeningonthecall.

InPrison....

WithashoppingbagZanelewalkedinthevisiting

areawhileDiannesighedstandingup...

Dianne:whatareyoudoinghere?

Zanele:calmdownDiannemylove.(Chuckled)

whathappenedtoyourface?

Dianne:youwouldknowbetterisn'tit?

Zanele:theyreallydidyoubadmyloveletme...

Dianne:(shovedherhandoffherface)don'tyou



dareputyourfilthyhandsonmeyouwitch

Zanele:(smiled)iboughtyousomefruitsmylove.

Noonecaresaboutyousoithoughtwhynothelpa

fellowsisterout

Dianne:doyouunderstandthatyoukilled4people

Zanele?

Zanele:ohmywordDianneimnothinglikeyouso

pleasedon't

Dianne:ifyouthinkimgoingtotakethislyingdown

thenyouhaveanotherthingcoming.Youthinkyou

arethisuntouchablebitchbutimcomingforyou

Zanele:soyoubeinginprisonisnotenough?You

wanttoputmoreyearsontopofyoursentence?

YouhaveachildDianne

Dianne:leave

Zanele:yesI'llleavemylovebutletmetellyouthis

onething.Youkilledthewrongperson'schildok?

Youaregoingtoruethedayyousawitfittotake

mydaughter'sbreathoutofherbody.Ifyouthink

thisistoomuchthenyouknownothingbecauseim



onlyjuststarting.ReadmylipsyounggirlIMGOING

TORIPYOURSOULAPART

Shesmiledtakingherbagandflippedherhair

walkingawaywhileDiannestoodtherebreathing

heavilylookingather.Shetookthebagshebrought

andthrewitawaywiththefruitsinsideflyingall

overtheareaastheguardstookherbacktohercell.

AttheJola's...

Bonganirandownstairstohisringingphoneand

frownedtotheunknownnameonthescreen.The

callcutanditrangagainashescoffedand

answered...

Bongani:BonganiJolahello?

Kennedy:howareyoudoingBobo

Bongani:(frowned)whoisthis?



Kennedy:KennedySeboko

Bongani:Kennedy?Butyournameonmyphoneis

Tokelo

Kennedy:that'smymiddlename.Areyoutryingto

tellmethatthosenamesdon'tringabelltoyou?

Bongani:areyousureyouwanttospeaktome?

Kennedy:Bobocomeondon'tsayyouforgotme

Bongani:okimgoingtohangupbecausethisfeels

weird

Kennedy:bruhwewenttoschooltogether.You

couldn'trecognisemelastnight?

Bongani:Kennedy?Wait,asinKennedyofK-zone?

Kennedy:yes

Bongani:andyousaywewenttoschooltogether?

Kennedy:wewerefriendsBonganibeforemyfamily

andimovedtoFreestate

Bongani:wheredidwegotoschooltogether?

Kennedy:inKZNBonganiwhydoyouthinkiknow



yourhomename?

Bongani:imshockedbecausenoonecallsmethat

exceptmyfamily.I'msorrymyguyidon't

rememberyou

Kennedy:ohwow.Okthen

Bongani:isufferedamnesiawheniwasateenager

somemoriesfrombeforethenareblurred

Kennedy:ohreallyimsorrytohearthat

Bongani:it'sokimanagedtocreatedfresh

memories

Kennedy:that'swhatmattersbutimalittlehurtthat

youforgotme

Bongani:wellitsasituationicouldn'tcontrol

Kennedy:truethatmyguy.Anywayihopewecan

findtimetochillmaybeiwouldbeabletojogyour

memory(chuckled)

Bongani:yeahwellyouneverknowmaybethat's

whywecrossedpathsaftersolong

Kennedy:sure.Seeyouaroundbuddy



Bongani:howaboutlunchtomorrow?

Kennedy:mymondaysarealwayshectic

Bongani:dinneratmyhousethen?

Kennedy:(chuckled)oknoproblem

Bongani:iwillinvitemomovertheniwillknowyou

aretellingthetruth

Kennedy:(chuckled)imgamebuddy

Bongani:awesome.Seeyoutomorrow

Kennedy:sure

TheyhungupasKennedysmiledgoingthrough

Bongani'spictures...

Kennedy:youcoulduseabitoftoningmyguy.(His

phonerang)MrsJola

Zanele:hiiwon'tbeabletomakeitthroughtogym

tomorrowmymotherinlawisgettingmarriedon

Tuesdayandimtheplanner



Kennedy:ohokthat'sunderstandable.(Athought

crossedhismind)quickquestion?

Zanele:yes?

Kennedy:doyouperhapsknowofamancalled

BonganiJola?He'sanITspecialistofnote

Zanele:yesidowhy?

Kennedy:areyouhissister?

Zanele:(chuckled)whyareyouaskingaboutmy

husband?

Kennedy:waitwhat?Husband?

Zanele:yesthemanyouaretalkingabouthasbeen

marriedtomefor20yearsnowandstillcounting

Kennedy:ohwowok.Haveagreatday

Zanele:okthanks.Youtooandihopeyouare

puttingsomethingonyouandclothesarenotthe

bestoffriends

Kennedy:(laughed)iam



TheylaughedhangingupasKennedysquinthis

eyesinthoughtsandscoffedattendingtohis

chicken.

THATAFTERNOON

Atthehotel...

Valentineshookherheadtryingtoreachan

unreachableWillemandwentthroughhersocial

mediaonlytobumpintotheSundayWorldnews

paperstory.Shesmiledzoominginapictureofher

andBonganionthefrontwithbothoftheireyes

closed...

Valentine:theywilllearn.Let'sseewhattheyhave

written.Itshouldbegood

Shesaidreadingthestorywithasmileonherface



untilZanele'scomments...

Valentine:thesepeople,whywouldtheygotothis

womanforcomments?Nowtheyhaveruinedthe

wholething,shitman!

Shesaidgoingbacktohercalllogandtriedtocall

theeditoronlyforherfather'scalltocomethrough...

Valentine:Micahcallingme?Hello?

Micah:howcouldyouValentine?

Valentine:whatareyoutalkingaboutdad?

Micah:howcanyoukillyourownbrother?

Valentine:idon'tunderstand

Micah:youlandedyourselfintroubleandusedyour

brotherasbaithowcouldyou?Nowyourmother's

conditioniscritical.Whathaveweeverdonetoyou?

Valentine:Micahwhatareyousaying?



Micah:yourbrother'slifelessbodywasdeliveredon

ourdoorstepinpiecesValentine

Valentine:(stoodup)what!?

Micah:wearesohurt

Valentine:daddon'tdothatpleasetellmeyouare

lying

Micah:wewantnothingtodowithyouanddon't

youdaresetyourfootinourfarm.Youkilledour

sonyouronlybrother

Valentine:dadi...(thecallcut)da...shit!Fuck!

Shescreamedhittingthebedandputherarmson

herheadpacingaround...

Valentine:noWillemcan'tdieWillemcan't...(she

swallowed)fuckthiswomanhowdidsheeven

knowwheremyparentsarelocated?Like

how...fuckyouZanele!



Shepacedmoretryingtocalmherselfdown.

MeanwhileinthestudyZanelesmiledreadingthe

articlewhilesippingonsomewhiskey.Shesighed

andtookherphonedialingherlawyer...

Mgqobi:MrsJolalongtime

Zanele:himyloveit'sbeenlongindeedandihope

youaredoinggood

Mgqobi:ican'tcomplainMrsJ.Whatcanidofor

you?Iknowyoucan'tjustcallwhenyouhave

nothingforme

Zanele:(chuckled)youknowmetoowell.Iwantto

sueValentineLotteringfordefamationofcharacter

andtryingtodestroymymarriage

Mgqobi:whydidshetrytodestroyyourmarriage?

Zanele:shethinksmyhusbandowesherfamilyfor

thetransactionthathappenedbetweenBongs's

fatherandherfather

Mgqobi:okmylove.Iwillworkoneverythingand

makesureshegetsservedtomorrow



Zanele:(smiled)thankyoumylove

Mgqobi:anythingforyouMrsJola

TheyhungupsmilingasZanelesighedswinging

herchair...

Zanele:iwarnedyouValentineLotterinbutwhatdid

youdo?Nowlet'sdance

Shescoffedandwhistledherwayouttothekitchen.

InRockville...

TwomenwentintoNdlovu'sofficeasheturned...

Ndlovu:and?

Man:there'snotraceofthemboss



Ndlovu:boysyoudon'twanttoannoyme

Man:wehavesomethingtotellyouthough

Ndlovu:youbetternotwastemytime

Man:beforeallthistheyhadfoundoutthatthere

wassomeyoungboymessingwithourterritory.

Theywentforhimbuthismotherinsistedtheytake

herinstead.Theywenttotheofficesandspoke

whilewestoodoutside.Ibelievetheyreachedand

agreementwhichwastobefinalisedthedaythey

disappeared

Ndlovu:whoisthatmother?

Man:hernameisZaneleJola

Ndlovu:youknowwhattodo

Hesaidtakingacigarandturnedashischicklitit

forhimwhilethemenmadetheirwayout.

THEFOLLOWINGDAY

^



^

^

^

^

.....
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Cameintothisworld

Daddy'slittlegirl

Anddaddymadeasoldieroutofme(ooh-ooh)

Daddymademedance

Anddaddyheldmyhand(ooh-ooh)

Anddaddylikedhiswhiskeywithhistea

Andwerodemotorcycles

Blackjack,classicvinyl



ToughgirliswhatIhadtobe

Hesaid,"Takecareofyourmother

Watchoutforyoursister"

Andoh,that'swhenhegavetome

Withhisgun,withhisheadheldhigh

Hetoldmenottocry

Oh,mydaddysaidshoot

Oh,mydaddysaidshoot

Withhisrighthandonhisrifle

Hesworeitonthebible

Mydaddysaidshoot

Oh,mydaddysaidshoot

Heheldinhisarms

Andhetaughtmetobestrong

Hetoldmewhenhe'sgone



"Here'swhatyoudo

Whentroublecomesintown

Andmenlikemecomearound"

Oh,mydaddysaidshoot

Oh,mydaddysaidshoot

Ooh-ooh

(Yee,woo)ooh-ooh(yee-haw)woo

Daddymademefight

Itwasn'talwaysright

Buthesaid."Girl,it'syourSecondAmendment"

(ooh-ooh)

Healwaysplayeditcool

Butdaddywasnofool

Andrightbeforehediedhesaidremember...



Shesmiledtothedriverinthecarnexttohersby

thetrafficlightsandwinkedather.Thelightwent

greenasshetookoffsingingalongtothesongas

herphonerang...

Zanele:LordJesus,it'sstillearlyforthisplease

Shegroanedandpressedthepickupbuttononthe

sterringwheel...

Zanele:MrsJolaspeaking

Valentine:bloodywitch!

Zanele:goodmorningtoyoutooValentineLotterin

Valentine:youareasnake

Zanele:takesonetonoticeone

Valentine:whothehelldoyouthinkyouare?

Zanele:iknowwhoiamidon'tthinkaboutthekind

ofpersoniam



Valentine:youcoldbloodedmurderer

Zanele:haibontombimekillapersoniwouldnever

dosuchathing

Valentine:trustmeZaneleyouaregoingtopayfor

mybrother'sdeath

Zanele:imhonestlyhavingagoodmorning

Valentinesopleasedon'truinit.Condolenceson

losingyourbrotherthough

Valentine:youarevile

Zanele:imthesweetestpersonyoucouldevermeet

Valentine:youandibothknowwhatyouareplaying

atbuttrustmeyouhavemessedwiththewrong

one

Zanele:idon'tgoaroundmessingwithyounggirls

mydear.Youarewaytooyoungtobemydaughter

sowherewouldigetthetimetobeplayinghideand

seekwithchildrenlikeyou

Valentine:iknowyoukilledmybrotherandyouare

goingtopayforit

Zanele:goodbyeValentine.Doyouneedanyhelp



withthefuneralarrangements?

Valentine:evenifyouwerethelastpersononearth

iwouldneveraskhelpfromyou.Someonewho's

husbandcancheatonandyouthinkyouarea

worthywoman?Shameonyou

Zanele:factismyhusbandcamebackhomeand

humbledhimselfandwhere'sthepersonwhotried

totearhishomeapart?Busytryingtobea

somebodybyshaminganotherhumanbeingwho

hasnothingagainsther.GoodbyeValentineand

don'tyouevercallthisnumberagain

Valentine:Za...

Shehunguponherandblockedhernumberthen

continuedwithhermusicwhileafumingValentine

satbackinhercar.Shelookedattheofficesand

sighedgettingoffhercarandheadedinside...

Valentine:twocanplayatthisgameZaneleJola.

Twocanplayatthisgame



AttheStation...

Molaoclosedhisofficedoorandsighedputtinghis

bagonthedeskandtookhisseatdialingthe

hospital.Theylethimthroughtothedoctor'soffice

lineasheanswered...

Dr:goodday

Molao:goodmorningdoctoryouaretalkingto

ColonelMolao

Dr:Colonelwhatcanidoforyou?Iheardyoutried

toreachmetheotherdaybutunfortunatelyiwas

onleave

Molao:yesdoctor.Ineededsomeclarificationon

something

Dr:ok?

Molao:thehydrogencyanidepoisonyousaidcould

befoundinfruits.Whichfruitsexactly?



Dr:itcanbefoundinapricot,plumandpeachpits

colonel

Molao:andnotoranges?

Dr:yescolonel

Molao:areyousuredoc?

Dr:withoutadoubt

Molao:doyouknowwhyimasking?

Dr:nocolonel

Molao:remembertheyoungboywhodiedfrom

eatingthesamepoison?

Dr:ohyeahidoandheateoranges

Molao:yesdoctor

Dr:ohmywordareyoutryingtotellmethat...

Molao:thepoisonwasputintheoranges,yes

doctor

Dr:dammitthisisn'tgoodformeeither

Molao:idon'tunderstand?

Dr:it'sgoingtoseemlikeididn'tdomyjobwell.I



shouldhavedoneathoroughresearch

Molao:don'tworrydociwillmakesureallofthis

doesn'tcountagainstyou

Dr:iwouldreallyappreciatethat

Molao:wearehumansandwetendtomake

mistakessodon'tdespair

Dr:thankyou

Molao:nothankyou.Youhavejusthelpedussolve

averycomplexcase

Dr:imglad

Molao:gooddayDoctor

Dr:gooddaycolonel(theyhungup)

Molao:(smiled)wow(hesaiddialingZino)

Zino:goodmorningColonel

Molao:ohyouhavemynumber

Zino:yescolonel.Ihopeeverythingisgoinggood

Molao:yeah.Whatareyoudoingtomorrow?

Zino:mysister'smotherinlawisgettingmarriedso



iwillbebusywiththat

Molao:ohokthen,doyouhavetimeonWednesday?

Zino:yescolonel,iseverythingok?

Molao:ineedyoutocomedowntothestation

Zino:for?

Molao:weneedclarityonafewthings

Zino:ohokcan'twemakeittoday?

Molao:ihavemeetingsalldaytoday

Zino:ohokColonel,Wednesdayitisthen

Molao:thankyouMsTombale

Zino:thepleasureisallmine

TheyhungupasMolaosatbackthinkingand

scoffedtakinghisdiaryandphonesgoingtothe

boardroom.MeanwhileattheJola's,Zinopaced

aroundherroomwonderingwhatMolaowanted

clarityon.Shesatonherbedanddecidedtocall

Xaba...



Xaba:heylove

Zino:hi.Ihopeimnotdisturbingyou

Xaba:impreparingtogotoameetingnow

Zino:ohok.Ijustwantedtotellyouthatijust

receivedacallfromMolaohewantsmetocometo

thestationonWednesdaytoclarifysomethings

Xaba:(sighed)butwhat'swrongwiththesepeople?

Whycan'ttheyletthisreportthinggo?

Zino:soyouthinkit'saboutthereport?

Xaba:ofcoursebabebutanywayiguessthe

sooneryoutalktothemthebettermaybetheywill

getoffyourback

Zino:hopefully.Letmenotkeepyouforlonghey.

Haveawonderfulmorning

Xaba:youtoo

TheyhungupasXabashookhisheadgoingtothe

boardroomwhileZinosighedgoingtothe



bathroom...

Zino:it'stheirwordagainstmineandtheydon't

haveproofanywayZinosostopstressingyourself.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Nomayezasatinfrontofthedressingmirrorputting

onherearringsasZulukissedherfrombehind...

Zulu:lookingbeautiful

Nomayeza:thankyoulove

Zulu:ican'tbelievethatwearefinallydoingthis

Nomayeza:afterhowlong?

Zulu:iknowright

Nomayeza:sowhattimewillyourfamilybearriving?

Zulu:lateafternoon



Nomayeza:okispoketoZaneleandshetellsme

thatshewillspeaktoafriendofherswhohasa

hoteltoaccommodatetherestofthem

Zulu:yesbecausemyhousecanonly

accommodate,myuncleandhiswifeandmytwo

marriedsisterswiththeirhusbandsandkids

Nomayeza:yeahourfamilywillalsobeatthesame

hotel

Zulu:good.Ijusthopeeverythinggoesaccordingto

plantomorrow

Nomayeza:don'tworryitwillmylove.Allyouhave

todonowisgetreadysothatwegotothemarriage

counciloffices

Zulu:yeslove.Afterthiswewillbegettingthe

companybacktowhereitbelongs

Nomayeza:ohyes.Ibelievenowtheancestorsare

atwork

Zulu:trueloveverytrue

Nomayeza:Oh,iwantedtoalsoletyouknowthat

Bonganihasinvitedusfordinnerathishousethat



wayiwillalsobeabletofinalisethingswithZanele

Zulu:noproblemlovewewillgo.Whattime?

Nomayeza:7pm

Zulu:noproblemmylovewewillgo

Nomayeza:awesome.NowgobathZulu

Zulu:yesma'am

Theylaughedasheheadedtothebathroomwhile

Nomayezamadethebed.

Atthehospital...

Dr:MrsDlomoimgoingtoneedyoutorelaxok.Itis

painfuliwon'tlietoyoubutthepainisworthit

Samkelo:(chuckled)wowdocthanksalotfornot

makingthingseasierforme

Dr:(chuckled)ihavetobehonestisn'tit?

Samkelo:true



Dr:MrDlomoyouareokwithbeinghere?

Sbu:ipromisedheriwillbewithhereverystepof

thewaydoc

Dr:awonderfulmanyouare.Iloveitwhenaman

stickstohispromises

Theysmiledasheswitchedonthemachinesand

openedthelegrestforSamkelo.Anervouslooking

Sbuheldhiswife'slefthandasthedoctorgently

putaneedlethroughherrightarmnervewhileshe

closedhereyestakingthepainin.Lookingathis

wifesilentlytakethepainSbuswallowedadrylump

andlickhislipsasSamkeloheavedasoftsigh

openinghereyes.Themachinesstartedrunningas

shefelthernervescontracting...

Sbu:howdoesitfeellove?

Samkelo:iwillbeokmylovedon'tworry

Shesoftlysmiledwhilethedoctormonitoredthe



chemoprocess.HerlipsstartedtogetdryasSbu

gaveherabottleofwater...

Dr:nono,wewaituntilthetherapyisfinished

Sbu:butshelooksthirstydoc

Dr:that'swhyiaskedyouifyouareokwithbeing

here,drylipsarenothingwaituntilhereyeschange

colour

Sbu:areyousuremywifeisgoingtosurvivethis?

Dr:withoutadoubtMrDlomo.Bareinmindthatwe

arecleaningherbloodaswellasherinsidesso

she'sdefinitelygoingtosuffersomesideeffects

Sbu:okdoc

HeswallowedagainlookingatSamkelolayingback

withhereyesclosed.Hisheartbrokeevenmore

lookingathowdrainedshestartedtolook...

Sbu:whatarethesideeffects?



Dr:let'sstepoutsideplease

Sbu:ok.Babewearecomingok?

ShejustraisedhereyebrowsasSbusighedworried

andfollowedthedoctorout...

Dr:(scoffed)MrDlomostopworrying,yourwifewill

beok

Sbu:butseeingherlikethiskillsme.Shecan'teven

respondnow

Dr:iknowbuttrustmeshewillbounceback.The

sideeffectsaregoingtobelossofappetiteand

vomitingbutputheronliquiddietfromhereuntil

tomorrowmorningbecausewhenshecomesfor

admittionintheafternoontomorrowshewon'tbe

eatinganything

Sbu:howwillshesurvivethesurgerieson

Wednesdaydoc?

Dr:wearegoingtokeepherenergyupthroughthe

drip



Sbu:ohok.Iwon'tlietoyouthoughimhonestly

scared

Dr:yourwifeisgoingtobeokdon'tworry

Hesmiledrubbinghisshoulderandwentback

insidewithSbufollowinghim.TheyfoundSamkelo

sittingtherewithhereyesclosedbutbreathingas

hekissedherforeheadandtookhisseatsoftly

rubbingherlefthandandkissedit...

Sbu:iloveyouMrsDlomo

Shejustrespondedwithasoftsmileandsighed.

AtMandla'shotel...

Thereceptionstknockedandopened...



Lady:goodmorningboss.MrsJolaisheretosee

you

Mandla:ohokletherthrough

ShedidasshesmiledwithMandlastandingupand

offeredheraseat...

Mandla:wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Zanele:noimokthankyou

Mandla:okyoumayexcuseus(theladyleft)good

morningMrsJ

Zanele:howareyoudoing?

Mandla:imgoodandyourself?

Zanele:takingeachdayasitcomes.Ipassedby

Mbali'sgravewhenicamehereinoticedyouvisited

her

Mandla:yeahiwantedtotalktoherihopethat'sok

withyou



Zanele:yeahit'sok.Youareallowedtovisither

anytimeyouwant

Mandla:thankyousomuch

Zanele:notaproblem(satback)ineedafewrooms

ofyourhotel

Mandla:for?

Zanele:toaccomodatemyinlawsandZulu'sfamily

Mandla:ohok.Howmanyroomsarewetalking

about?

Zanele:howmanyroomsarebookedsofar?

Mandla:notmuchthebusysidesarethe

boardroomstherearesomecompaniesholding

meetingshere

Zanele:ohok.30roomswoulddo

Mandla:ohokbutyouknowourroomsareR800

right?Pernight

Zanele:yes

Mandla:howmanynights?



Zanele:2nights

Mandla:okareyousureaboutthenumber?

Zanele:letmecallZinotoconfirmthenumberof

flightticketsbought

Mandla:ok

Shetookherphoneandcalledherastheyspokefor

afewminuteswhilehecheckedtheavailabilityof

rooms...

Zanele:30rooms

Mandla:okthatwillbeR48000.00butiwilldiscout

foryouandmakeitR40K

Zanele:ohokthanks(shetookouthercard)putall

theroomservicesinmytabiwillsettlethemafter

tomorrow

Mandla:noproblemMrsJ

Zanele:awesome.Nowlet'stalkaboutyouand

Dianne



Mandla:(sighed)ok

Zanele:what'syourplanwithher?

Mandla:imabouttoserveherwithdivorcepapers

Zanele:okafterallnoonewantstobewith

someonewho'scapableofsuchthings.Whatabout

Alex?

Mandla:whatabouthim?

Zanele:rememberyouaredivorcingDiannebutshe

willalwaysbeapartofhislifewhateverdecision

youmakeabouthislifeyouwillneedheropinionas

well

Mandla:(sighed)itotallyforgotaboutthatone

Zanele:andforhimtogrowinasafeenvironment

aswell

Mandla:whatdoyousuggest?

Zanele:fightforsolecustody

Mandla:youthinkshewouldagree?

Zanele:notthateasilybutthecourtwouldn'tthink

twicetograntittoyoulookingatthethingsshe's



capableof.Achildisthemostprotectedbeingby

thelawtrustme

Mandla:(sighed)okiwillthinkaboutit

Zanele:rememberitwillbeforAlex'swellbeingand

safetyyoudon'twantDianne'stoxicityruboffon

himnowright?

Mandla:definitely

Zanele:goodsowhenyoutalktoyourlawyer

remembertoraisethematteraswell

Mandla:thankyousomuch

Zanele:noproblem

Mandla:butwhyareyoubeingsonice?

Zanele:ilovechildrenandifthere'sonethingiwill

doit'sprotectingachildwithallihavebecausethey

areinnocentsouls

Mandla:Bongsmarriedwell

Zanele:ikeepsaying(theylaughed)anywaysee

youtomorrowatthedinnerhey

Mandla:definitely



Zanele:(stoodup)andwhileatitthinkaboutgiving

measharefromthisbeautifulhotelofyours

Mandla:areyouserious?

Zanele:(chuckled)imkidding,bye

Mandla:(smiled)bye

ShetookherbagandleftwhileMandlasatback

thinkingforafewseconds.BehindthedoorZanele

scoffedsmilingandwhistledherwayout.

AtJola'sI-tech...

Valentinetookasipfromhercoffeeandwentback

tothefileshewasworkingonasaknockcame

through...

Valentine:comein

Man:gooddayma'am.Mayikindlysee...(looked



onhisboard)MsValentineLotterin?

Valentine:it'sme

Man:kindlysignhereforme

Valentine:what'sgoingon?

Themanquietlygavehertheboardasshesigned

stillwithafrownonherfaceandgavehimthe

boardbackwhilehegaveheranenvelope...

Man:ma'am,you'vebeenserved

Valentine:What!?

Man:goodday

Valentine:hey,wait!

ThemanquietlyleftwhileValentineopenedthe

envelope...

Valentine:whatnonsenseisthis"thisservesasa



summonsbythemagistratecourtofGauteng

province.MatterbetweenMsValentineLotterinand

MrsZaneleJolawhoissuingMsValentineLotterin

for..."what!?Thisbitchmustbecrazy(shetookher

phoneanddialedBongani)

Bongani:Valentine?

Valentine:Bonganisothisiswhatyouandyour

wifeareplayingat?

Bongani:youreapwhatyousow,kindlypackwhat's

yoursbecauseyouhavebeendismissedfromwork

withimmediateeffect

Valentine:excuseme!?

Bongani:yesthereceptionistandsecuritywillcome

helpyou.Goodbyeandhaveagoodlife

Valentine:thisisfarfromover

Bongani:seeyouincourt

Valentine:Bon...

Hehunguponherasshepunchedthedeskbiting



herlowerlipwhileherofficedooropened...

Security:youhave3minutesma'am

Valentine:ohplease

Shesaidpackingwhilethereceptionistandthetwo

securityofficerslookedonandhelpedherout.

Atthekindergarten...

Zinocheckedallthereceiptbooksafterthe

accountantgavethemtoherandheadedoutasher

phonerang.ShesmiledtoJason'snameonthe

screenandanswered...

Zino:Jaybabyhow'sFreestate.Yourfriendsare

waitingforyoucomeback

Semakaleng:nyweybabymyfoot.Ausinyanawee



ngwanawaitsholelwaonkutlwahantle?(Young

ladyyoumakeachildyourself)

Zino:(frowned)excuseme?

Semakaleng:onkutlwilehantlemmanyeu.Haebao

batlangwanamoiketsetseausinyana.Osekaba

lopelahoratwakentatangwanaakakahoithatisa

ngwanaaka.Yoorennaweemygirl(youheardme

rightyounglady.Ifyouwantachild,getone

yourself.Don'ttrytogetthefatherofmychildto

loveyoubypretendingtolovemychild.Thisoneis

mine)

Zino:who'sthis?

Semakaleng:keitseetswabophelongba

ngwanaakalehona,monnayoohahobatlemydear

empaahosebidisafelahobaneotlalengntleha

moohaolethomygirl(isaidstayawayfrommy

sonandagain,thatmandoesn'twantyouhe'sjust

usingyouforsexualsatisfaction.Besidesthatyou

arenothingmygirl

Zino:okimgoingtohangup

Semakeleng:andstayawayfrommyfamily.Haeba



obatlahobonahoremosadiwamosothookgona

hobalehlanyatswelelamorweetsanaketlaho

bontshanthoeosikengwabewaebonahohang

bophelongbahao.LonabananabaGautenglesele

hampeempaesenghonnamygirlesenghonnara

utlwana?(IfyouwanttoknowhowcrazyaSotho

womancanbecontinueyoungladyiwillshowyou

somethingyouhaveneverseenbefore.Youcity

girlsarenaughtybutnotonmeareweclear?

Zino:bye

Semakaleng:etswangwanengwaakalemonneng

waakaletekatsi!(Leavemysonandmanalone

bitch!)

Zinohungupandlookedatherphonethenburst

intolaughter...

Zino:hambauzobona(chuckledandclappedonce)

wow



Shegotinhercaranddroveoff.

THATEVENING

AttheJola's...

Bonganiwentdowntocheckonthefoodand

smiledseeingthetablewellset...

Bongani:thankyouaunty

Lady:youarewelcomeMrJola(hesmiled)

Zanele:(camedown)youaresotrickyhowcanyou

invitemyfitnesscoachtodinner?

Bongani:wellyouwillfindoutwhenhegetshere

ThegateopenedasKennedydroveinhisFerrari

andparkeditgoingtothehouse.Inpinkslimfit

pants,whitesneakersandawhitegolft-shirthe



madehiswaytothedoorholdingashoppingbag

andabunchofpinkroses.Herangthedoorbellas

Bonganiopenedwithasmile...

Bongani:5minutesearly

Kennedy:ihavealwaysrespectedtime

Bongani:welcometomyhouseman

Kennedy:thanks.Goodevening

Zanele:(smiled)hi.Youlookmuchbetterwith

clotheson

TheylaughedhuggingasBonganifrownedand

brushedoffthethought.MandidKennedysmell

nice...

Kennedy:theseareforyouMrsJola

Zanele:(smiled)ohthankyousomuchtheylook

beautiful(smelledthemandsmiled)howdidyou

knowmyscent?



Kennedy:ismelleditthelasttime

Zanele:(chuckled)youaresoweird

Kennedy:iknowandhere'ssomethingforyouMr

Jola

Bongani:ohwowthankyousomuch(openedthe

bag)myfavoritewhiskey,dudedoyouknowhow

harditistogetthishere?

Kennedy:wellimyourconnectionfromnowon

Bongani:thankyousomuch

TheyfistbumpedandhuggedwhileZanelesmelled

herrosesonemoretimeandgavethemtothe

househelpertoputtheminavase...

Bongani:wearewaitingfor...(thegateopenedagain)

thatmustbethem.Mymomandherfiancee

Kennedy:ohok

Bongani:comelet'ssit



TheyheadedtothediningtableasZaneleand

KennedychatlaughingoutloudwhileBongani

openedforNomayezaandZulu...

Bongani:Vulindlelawemangobozi...

Nomayeza:(laughed)aisokamanBobowhyare

youbeingsilly

Bongani:niyashadaphelamaguyscomeon(they

laughed)

Nomayeza:moveoutofmywaywhere'smy

daughterinlaw

ShesaidheadingtothediningareawhileZuluand

Bonganigreetedoneanother...

Zanele:inherema

Nomayeza:heybaby...haibo



Zanele:ntonikengokuma?(What'swrongnowma)

Nomayeza:Tokelo?

Kennedy:(smiled)inthefleshma

Nomayeza:jongakuthiu'khulilekanjanihaibo(look

howgrownyouare)

Kennedy:iknowright?

Zanele:soy'allknowoneanother?

Nomayeza:yesnanaawwcomeheremybabyyou

areahugemannow

Kennedychuckledgoinginforahugwhileeveryone

smiled...

Kennedy:unfortunatelyyoursondoesn'tremember

mema

Nomayeza:awwshamehesufferedamnesiamy

loveandlosthischildhoodmemory

Kennedy:yeahhetoldme



Nomayeza:BobothisisKennedyTokeloSeboko,

PontshoSeboko'sfirstchild.Pontshowasour

househelperinKZNwhenwestilllivedtheresoshe

stayedwithTokeloandyouguyswerethebestof

friends.Youdideverythingtogether

Bongani:ohsoyouweretellingthetruth

Kennedy:yep

Bongani:sowhendidtheymovemaandwhy?

Zanele:let'sdishupplease(theydid)

Nomayeza:Pontshofellpregnantwithhersecond

childandherhusbandhadfoundajobinthe

Freestatesothat'swhytheymoved

Bongani:ohwowok

Nomayeza:wow,sohowisyourmother?

Kennedy:she'samazingandshe'sactuallyinJozi

stayingwithmysister

Nomayeza:imgettingmarriedtomorrowsomake

sureyouinviteher

Kennedy:idefinitelywillma



Nomayeza:whatdoyoudonowmyboy?

Kennedy:iownagymandaclub

Zanele:he'sactuallymyinstructorma

Nomayeza:ohwowsmallworldhey

Kennedy:smallworldindeed

Theylaughedcontinuingtocatchupwhileoutside

theguardsfellasleep.6menmadetheirwayinside

theyardaftermovingthegateoutoftherail.One

directedeachofthemwheretogoastheyalldid.

Allcornersofthehousetheycoveredwearingall

blackwithbalaclavas...

Man:(spokeintoawalkie-talkie)one

ThefirstmancorkedhisAk47andshotstraightinto

thediningareaasNomayezascreamedwithallof

themgoingdown...

^



^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:21] :ZANELE

47

Zulu:Noma!?

AshesaidanotherbullethitthewindowasZanele

crawledtothestairs...

Bongani:Zanelewhatareyoudoing?

Zanele:imgoingtothebedroom

Bongani:wherearetheguards?

Zanele:idon'tknowandidon'tcare



Kennedylookedatthewindowandsawaredlight

onZanele'sbackandjumpedonherrollingover

withherasanotherbullethitthestairs...

Kennedy:whichisthesafestplaceinthehouse?

Zanele:thestudy.Zulutakemaandgowithherin

thestudyyoutwoarecomingwithme

Helper:(shouted)madam!

Zanele'sheartskippedastheyheardherscreaming

fromoutside...

Bongani:theyhavethehousehelper

Zanele:Zulugointothestudyrightnow!

Theywastednosecondandwenttothestudy

lockingthemselvesinside...



Zanele:youtwotakethatpictureandputitoverthe

studydoor

Bongani:loveyouknowhowheavythatpictureis

Zanele:youwantyourmothertodie?

Bongani:ofcoursenot

Zanele:thendoitBongani

HimandKennedydidassheaskedwhileshe

crawledintoaroomthatwasValentine'sand

reachedunderherbedtakingoutthreeguns...

Man:wearegoingtocomeinandwhateveryou

thinkyouaregoingtouseasaweaponyoubetter

dropit

Zanele:(gavethementheguns)here

Bongani:theysaidweshoulddropourweapons

Zanele



Zanele:areyougoingtolistentothem?

Bongani:andagainwheredoyougetsomanyguns?

Zanele:reallynowBongani?Kennedyyougotothe

pantry,Bonganistandbehindthestairswhatever

happensyoucoverme

Bongani:whatareyougoingtodo?

Zanele:welcomethenin

Bongani:buttheysawthecarsoutsidesothey

obviouslyknowtherearemorepeopleinhere

Man:in5,4,3...

Zanele:guysnow

TheytooktheirpositionsasdirectedbyZanele

whileshequicklyputasweetunderhertongueand

stoodbythestairrail...

Zanele:comein



3menwalkedinwithoneholdingashakingand

nervoushousehelper...

Zanele:howcanihelpyou?

Man:youarecomingwithus

Zanele:why?

Man:ourbossis...

AshesaidZanelechokedonthesweetandleaned

downasthemanletgoofthehousehelperwho

grabbedthevasewithfreshrosesandhithimon

theheadandfellwhileZanelequicklytookouther

gunandshottheotherwhileKennedygrabbedthe

otheronebytheneckinthekitchen.Hearingthe

commotioninsidetheother3madetheirwayinside

asBonganishotonewhileZaneleshottheother.As

theotheronewasabouttopressthetriggerhegot

shotfromthebackasZinocamein.Theonebeing

heldbyKennedytookoutasharpobjectand

stabbedKennedyonhisthighasheletgoofhim



butashetriedtograbthegunfromKennedy,

Bonganishothim...

Zino:whatthehellisgoingon?

Zanele:idon'tknow,thesepeoplejustattackedus

fromnowhere

Zino:andtheguardsaredeadasleeplookslikethey

druggedthem

Zanele:buthowdidtheygetintheyard?

Zino:theymovedthegate

Zanele:arethepolicecoming?

Helper:yesma'am

Bongani:quicklybringthefirstaidkit

ZinorantoherbedroomwhileBonganicut

Kennedy'spantswithaknifewhilehebithislower

lip...



Bongani:isitpainful?

Kennedy:ofcourse

Bongani:imsosorry.Wehavetoremovetheobject

Kennedy:itlookstobeintoodeep

Bongani:butitshouldberemovedmyguy

Zino:here

Zanele:comehelpmewiththisone

Theytooktheonethehousehelperhitwiththevase

andtiedhimonadiningchairwhileBonganiputon

surgicalglovesinthekitchen.Hegavehimarubber

tobiteonasheheldtheobject...

Bongani:iwillberemovingitin4ok.(Kennedy

nodded)1,2

HepulleditoutasKennedygroanedinpainwithhis

facesweating.Hebreathedheavilyashecleaned



himupwhileoutsidethepolicecarandambulance

wailed...

Officer:goodevening

Zino:eveningofficer

Officer:whathappenedhere?

Zanele:wewerehavingdinnerandstartedhearing

gunshortsfromnowhere

Officer:okbutwhokilledthese5men?

Zanele:wedid

Officer:doyouhavelicensestobeusingfirearms?

Zanele:yesthepeoplewhousedgunsareme,my

husbandandmysister

Bonganithrewtheotherguninthedustbin...

Officer:ok.Andthisone?

Zanele:he'stheonlysurvivor



Officer:(tothemedic)ishealive?

Medic:yesofficer

Officer:goodhewillgiveustheanswersweneed

Zanele:howishe?(PointedatKennedy)

Medic:hejustneedstobestitchedup

Zanele:ohok

Bongani:iwillbegoingwiththemtomakesurehe's

ok

Zanele:oknoproblem

TheyloadedKennedy,thesurvivor,andthe3

guardsandtookoffwhileBonganifollowedthem

withhiscar.Theofficersloadedthe5deadbodies

intheirvanandtookoffaswell...

Zino:whathappenedhere?

Zanele:I'mtryingtomakesenseofwhatjust

happenedandmymindsomehowtellsmeitcould



beValentinebecauseshe'stheonlyonewhohas

badbloodwithus

Zino:yeahitcouldbeher

Zanele:thatbitchisgoingtoregretevertryingto

hurtme.Shedoesn'twanttolearnisee

Nomayeza:guys!?

Zanele:ohshitiforgotthattheyareinthestudy.

Comehelpme

ThehousehelperandZinohelpedhermovingthe

picturefromthedoorandopenedforthem...

Nomayeza:what'sgoingon?Iseveryoneok?Where

ismyson?

Zanele:everyoneisok

Nomayeza:whyistheresomuchbloodonthefloor?

Where'sBongani,Bongani!?

Zanele:macalmdownthebloodisoftheculprits.

TheonlypersonwhogothurtisKennedybuthewill



befine

Zulu:whathappenedtohim?

Zanele:theystabbedhimonhisthigh

Zulu:ohok

Nomayeza:howcansomethinglikethishappena

daybeforemyweddingday?

Zanele:don'tthinkofthenegativenowmaweneed

tofocusonmakingsureyourdayisveryspecial

Nomayeza:nothisisnotgood

Zino:itwillbeokmadon'tworry.Pleasebringhera

glassofwater

ThehousehelperwenttogetthewaterwhileZulu

triedtocalmNomayezadownasZanelestarted

cleaningthefloor.

InSoweto...



KumkanicoveredhisfaceasThembekalandeda

strongstrokewiththebeltonhisarms...

Kumkani:makhulu!

Thembeka:doyoutakeusforfools?

Thando:(sippingonhertea)youreallythoughtwe

didn'tseethatyousnuckoutofthehouse?

Kumkani:ineededtoseesomeone(Thembekahit

himagain)ma!

Thembeka:whyareyouhereKumkani?

Kumkani:tolearnfrommymistakes

Thembeka:soyouthinkbydoingwhatyouare

doingisgoingtohelpyou?

Kumkani:makhuluiwantedtoseefreshfaces

Thembeka:(hithimagain)freshfacesmyfootand

youdon'tsayanythingtous?

Kumkani:imsorry

Thando:whodidyougotoseeKumkani?(Hekept



quiet)Kumkaniiwon'tmindspillingthisteaonyour

faceanswerme

Kumkani:afriend

Thando:who!?

Kumkani:youwon'tknowthem

Thembeka:(hithim)wesaidwho!

Kumkani:agirl

Thando:doesn'tshehaveaname?

Kumkani:makazilikeisaid...

Thembeka:wearenotfoolsdoyouhearme

Kumkani.Didyougoseeyourdrugdealingfriend?

Kumkani:no

Thembeka:Kumkani...

Shegrabbedhimandhithimeverywherewiththe

beltwhilehefoughttopullhimselffromherarms.

Oncehemanagedto,herantothebedroomand

lockedhimselfinside...



Thembeka:goodboythat'swhereiwantyou.You

arenotgoingtocomeoutofthereuntilimsatisfied

withyourmanners.Yourmotherwantsnothingbut

thebestforyoubutyoukeepdisappointingher.

Whymara?WhyKumkani?Youareasmartchild

butyoualwaysmakethesedumbdecisions.Grow

upman,growup!

Kumkanisighedandsatonhisbedsratchinghis

head.

Atthehospital...

ThedoctorfinishedwithKennedyashewasgiven

crutchesgoingtothecarwithBongani.Heopened

thedoorforhimandmadesurehecarefullysat

downandwenttodriver'ssidedrivingoutofthe

hospital...



Kennedy:thankyou

Bongani:it'snotaproblem.That'swhatfriendsare

for.Howistheleg?

Kennedy:iffeelsheavybutibelieveitwillbefinein

notime

Bongani:don'tworryitwill

Kennedy:butimhurtimgoingtohavetotakesome

timeoffgym

Bongani:imsorryforthat

Kennedy:iwillbefine

Bongani:yeahnehbutimsorryyouhadtobe

caughtinallthat

Kennedy:whoarethosepeoplethough?

Bongani:ihonestlydon'tknowitseemslikewe

havealotofenemiesoutthere

Kennedy:yohthenit'sdangerousbeingyouguys

Bongani:wellthisisSAmyguywhenyoustart

makingsomethingoutofyourlifeyouhavetargets

behindyou



Kennedy:true

Bongani:whereimitakingyou.Iforgottoaskyou

Kennedy:myhouse

Bongani:youhavesomeonewhowillhelpyou?

Kennedy:yeahdon'tworryaboutthatone.Iwill

sendsomeonetogogetmycarfromyourhouselet

mecallthemrightnow

Hetookouthisphoneandmadeacallwhile

Bonganifocusedontheroad.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AttheJola's...

Zanelesighedcomingoutofthebathroomandsat

onherdressingchairwhileBonganisatupontheir

bed.HelookedatherthroughthemirrorasZanele



frownedlookingbackathim...

Zanele:everythingok?

Bongani:wehaven'tspokenaboutlastnight

Zanele:what'stheretospeakabout?

Bongani:whoarethosepeople?Andhowdoyou

havesomanygunsinthehouse?Ionlyknewwe

had3gunsinthishouseZanele,mine,yoursand

Zino's

Zanele:it'sforsafetymeasures.There'snotimeto

runforthesafewhenyouareunderattacksoi

thoughthaving3or2gunsineveryroomofthe

housewouldbehelpful

Bongani:sotherearegunsalloverthishouse?

Zanele:yes

Bongani:andyoudidn'tcaretoinformme?

Zanele:imsorry

Bongani:noZanelethat'snoton.Asyourhusbandi

havetoknoweverythinghappeninginmyhouse.



Nowthereareroomsidon'tevenknowaboutinthis

house

Zanele:(frowned)excuseme?

Bongani:wewillgettothat.Now,whoarethose

people?

Zanele:isuspecttheyweresentbyValentine

Bongani:whywouldshesendpeopletotryandkill

us?

Zanele:becauseshewantsoursouls

Bongani:whathappenedtothepeoplewhowanted

Kumkaniandwhydidtheywanthim?

Zanele:isthisinterrogateZaneledaynow?Wehave

aweddingtofocusonBongani

Bongani:welliwanttobeonparwitheverything

goingonherebecauseitlookslikeweareinmore

dangerthanieverthought.Soanswerme

Zanele:ispoketothosepeopleandlikeisaidhe

owedthem50K

Bongani:areyousureyouaretellingmethetruth



Zanele?

Zanele:ofcourseiamBongani

Bongani:youbetterbebecauseshouldifindout

youarelyingtomethere'snothingnicethat'sgoing

tocomeoutofthisagain

Zanele:herewegoagainwiththreats.Whydoyou

alwaysdothis?

Bongani:becauseifeellikeyouarekeeping

somethingfrommeZanele.Imnotblindicansee

thatyouarejustnotanyotherwoman.Awoman

whocanputherselfindangerisawomanwho's

capableofkilling

Zanele:imamotherBonganiandmyjobisto

protectmykidsatallcostsnomatterhow

dangerousitis.Youofallpeopleknowthepainof

losingachildsonowyouwanttopersecutemefor

tryingtoprotectouronlychild?ComeonBongani

andagainiownagunsoveleimcapableofkilling

Bongani:ohwow

Zanele:don'tsayohwowBongani.Whoseideawas



itforustoownguns?Ididn'tbuythelicensei

trainedhowtoshootandonceyoupullthetrigger

youkill.Youarealsocapableofkillingimeanyou

shotapersondeadlastnightbutdoyouseeme

judgingyou?No,sopleaseBonganicanwenot

argueaboutthisandfocusonthewedding?Your

motherisgettingmarriedtodayforcryingoutloud

yoh

ShesaidleavingthebedroomwhileBonganisquint

hiseyeslookingather.Hetookhisphoneand

madeacall...

Man:MrJ?

Bongani:iwantyoutobugmyson,Kumkani

Man:ohok.Whatshouldibug?Hisphoneorwhat?

Bongani:hisphoneandhismanbag.He'sin

Sowetoandhisgreataunt'shouseiwillsendyou

theaddress

Man:okbutyouknowheshouldn'tseemedoingit



right?

Bongani:ohwaitwearehavingafamilydinner

tonightatmyparent'shouse.Everyonewillbethere

soiwillhelpbydistractinghimsothatyoubughim

Man:okthennoproblem(theyhungup)

Bongani:imdonebeingtakenforafool

Hesaidgettingoutofbedandwenttothebathroom.

InThembisa...

Theladysatintheinterrogationroomlooking

aroundasMolaowhistledhiswayinwithacupof

coffeeinhishands...

Molao:goodmorningmylady

Lady:whatimidoinghere?

Molao:liketheofficerstoldyou,toanswerafew



questions

Lady:whatquestionsnow?

Molao:aboutyourfruits

Lady:whataboutmyfruits?

Molao:remembertheyoungboywhodiedafter

eatingfruitsthatwereboughtfromyou?

Lady:butitoldyouisellfreshfruitsallthetime

Molao:idon'tdisputethatbutwhatelsedidyoutell

us?

Lady:thattheoldwomancouldbetheonebehind

hisdeath

Molao:exactlyandweinvestigatedthatbut

discoveredthatyouliedtous

Lady:haibo!Hownow?

Molao:thatoldwomanhasnohandinthedeathof

herdaughternorhergrandson

Lady:butshe...

Molao:trustmewehavethecorrectinformationof



howthedaughterdied.Nowalliwantfromyouis

foryoutotellmeifyouwerepaidtolietous?

Lady:(swallowed)no

Molao:areyousurebecausethefruitthatboyateis

notpoisonousbuttherewaspoisoninit.Sothelaw

won'thesitatetoholdyouaccountableforkillingthe

youngboyisthatwhatyouwant?

Lady:iwouldneverkillaperson

Molao:thenwhathappened?

Lady:idon'tknow

Molao:shouldithrowyouinacell?Maybethatwill

helpyoujogyourmemoryabit

Lady:nopleaseican'tsurviveadayinthathellhole

Molao:thentellthetruth

Lady:(swallowed)whatwilligetinreturn?

Molao:thecourtwillgiveyouasuspended

sentence

Lady:ok(sighed)iwaspaid



Molao:bywho?

Lady:theladywhoboughtthefruitsfromme

Molao:(showedherZino'sphoto)her?(She

swallowed)isither?

Lady:ye...(clearedherthroatandsighed)yessir,

yesitsher

Molao:thankyou.Youmaygohome

Theladywastednosecondandstormedoutwhile

Molaosatbacksmiling.Hetookasipfromhis

coffeeasLeratowalkedin...

Lerato:and?

Molao:wefinallygother.Wegotourkiller

Lerato:Zinoright?

Molao:yes

Lerato:(smiled)that'swonderful.Shouldigoarrest

her?



Molao:nowearegoingtowaitfortherighttime

Lerato:whywaitcolonel?

Molao:isaidwearegoingtowaitfortherighttime.

NowweknowZino'snephewwasapartofthecrew

thatbombedthatATM

Lerato:killedtwobirdswithonestone

Molao:youcansaythatagain

Hesmiledlookingupatherasshesmiledbackand

walkedout.

InRockville...

Ndlovu'sofficedooropenedashischicksquickly

gotoffhimwithhiswifestandingatthedoor...

Simmone:getthehelloutyouboneybitches

Ndlovu:comeonlove



Simmone:youreallyhavethesegirlssittingonyour

lapalldayhowdoyouthinkthatmakesmelookout

there?

Ndlovu:haveaseatloveyouknowitmeansnothing

Simmone:whatever.Didyourguysmanagedtofind

thosetwoidiots?

Ndlovu:noandisentthemtodealwiththeperson

whotheylastsawbuttheyweredealtwithinstead.

5ofthemkilledandtheotherisinhospital.His

brainisswellingbutihadhimmovedsoshe

doesn'tfindhim

Simmone:idiots.Who'sthispersonanyway?

Ndlovu:ZaneleJola

Simmone:wait,whonow?

Ndlovu:youknowher?

Simmone:wegotogymtogetherandimanagedto

gethernumbers.AreyousuretheysaidJola?Asin

thiswoman?(Showedhimherpicture)

Ndlovu:thisisthebitchwho'ssonwastryingto

messwithmyterritoryandhasprobablykilledtwo



ofmytrustedsuppliers

Simmone:ohwowsothisbitchisnotasdecentas

shecomesacross

Ndlovu:iguesssolove

Simmone:(sighedsittingback)youknowwhat,

leavehertome

Ndlovu:what?Ican'tletyougetyourselfindanger

likethat,nolove

Simmone:iknowexactlyhowwearegoingtodeal

withherandshewon'tseeuscoming

Ndlovu:Simmone

Simmone:mywordisfinal.Shechosetomesswith

mymoneyandyouknowhowidon'ttakekindto

peoplewhocomeatmelikethat.Noonecomes

betweenmeandmywealth

Ndlovu:okifyouneedanyhelpjustletmeknow

Simmone:iwill.Seeyoulaterok

Ndlovu:iloveyou

Simmone:iloveyoumore.Shouldicallbackyour



skinnyassbitches?

Ndlovu:(smiled)what'swrongwithyou

Shesmiledblowinghimakissandleftwhilethe

younggirlsmadetheirwaybackinsidetheoffice.

InPrison...

DiannetookherseatwhileMandlalookedupather

withhislipscurved...

Mandla:youreallylooklikeaprisoner

Dianne:idon'thavealldaywhatareyoudoinghere?

Mandla:icametogiveyouthis

Dianne:whatisit?

Shesaidtakingtheenvelopeandopeneditwitha

frownonherface.Shereadthroughthedocuments



andscoffed...

Dianne:couldn'tyousendsomeonetocomeand

givemethese?

Mandla:allyouhavetodoissignonthedottedline

Dianne:givemeapen

Mandla:ohwowok

Hesmiledgivingherapenasshesignedevery

paperwithapoutonherface...

Dianne:youareafreemansoyoucangoandsleep

witheverybitchyoucomeacross

Mandla:(tookthedocuments)thankyoufornot

fightingme

Dianne:whatever

Mandla:andthankyoufordoingwhat'sbestfor

Alexaswell



Dianne:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Mandla:oneofthedocumentsyousignedhereare

youdeclaringthatyouaregivingmethesole

custodyofourson

Dianne:bloodyfuckingcunt!Youwouldn'tdare

Mandla:it'soverforyouDianneyouwillneversee

himagain

Dianne:yousonofabitch!

Guard:ma'amcalmdown

Mandla:ifiwereyouiwouldlistentotheguard

(stoodup)haveanicelifebehindbarsmysonwill

notassociatewithamurdereraslongasimalive

Dianne:Mandla!

Mandla:goodbye

HetookhisthingsleavingwhileDiannesatthere

blinkingwithtearsbuildinginhereyes...



Guard:ma'amyouneedto...

Dianne:leavemethehellalone!

Sheburstintotearsandputherhandsonherface

cryinghereyesout.

THATEVENING

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Witheveryoneintheireveninggownsandtuxedosit

alllookedbeautifulasthedecoratingteamdid

wonderswithNomayeza'sbackyard.Pontshosat

nexttoKennedyasshesmiledtothewaiterwho

waspouringheraglassofchampagne...

Pontsho:(tookasipandfrowned)aimannthoena

empeman(thistastesawful)



Kennedy:(chuckled)aomaitschampagnehle

Pontsho:haimanmatswapofelamonahabana

malutimona(nonsense,don'ttheyhavemalutibeer)

Kennedy:(laughed)nomamait'sjustclassicbeersi

willaskthemtobringaglassforyou

Pontsho:pleasebecausethisican'tdrink

Kennedy:youareoneexhaustingpersonibet

Leratowassohappywheniaskedyoutocome

staywithmeforafewdays

Pontsho:youshouldhaveseenher,yoursister

doesn'tlikeme

Kennedy:aocomeonmait'sjustthatyouare

exhaustingmaandihopeyoudidn'ttellherthereal

reasonwhyicalledyouover

Pontsho:no.Honanjwetsemysonhoetsahetseng?

(Tellme,whathappened)

Kennedy:justafewnyaopeboystryingtheirluck

withmeanywaywearenotheretotalkaboutthat

right



PontshosighedshakingherheadasZaneletook

themic...

Zanele:(hitherglass)attentionladiesand

gentlemen.Ourbrideandgroomareabouttoarrive

sowhentheygethereululateandwhistleasloud

asyoucanbecausethesepeoplewaitedlongfor

thisday.Cheers

All:cheers

Shesmiledputtingthemicdownasthecrowd

continuedtochat.Zulu'scardroveintheyardashe

gotoffwithhiswifeandheadedtothebackyardas

everyoneululatedandwhistled...

Bongani:ladiesandgentlemenipresenttoyouMr

andMrsNomayezaThembaZulu

Theululationsandwhistlesgotevenlouderwhile

MolaoandLeratostoodinthecrowdwithsmileson



theirfaces...

Bongani:officershowmaywebeofhelp?

Molao:sorrytodisruptyourcelebrationbutweare

lookingforZinoandKumkani(Kumkani'sheart

skipped)

Zanele:(frowned)why?

Molao:ZinokuhleTombaleyouhavebeenarrested

forthemurderofJohannesHlong

Everyone:what!?

Molao:andKumkaniJolayouhavebeenarrested

fortheATMbombingthathappenedamonthago

Zanele:what!?

Bongani:colonelyoumustbemistakenmyson

wouldneverdosuchathing.AndZinokilling?No

Lerato:youbothhavearighttoalawyerand

whateveryousayordowillbeusedagainstyouin

thecourtoflaw

Xaba:wowdetective,wow



Lerato:imsorryconstablebutyourgirlfriendisa

criminalandamurderer.Come

ShesaidputtinghandcuffsonZinowhileMolao

putcuffsonKumkani...

Kumkani:ma?Madosomethingican'tgoto...

Molao:comemyboy.Haveagoodeveningall

Xaba:coloneldoyoureallyhavetodothis?

Molao:it'sthelawmyguy.Goodnight

TheytookZinoandKumkaniintothecarwhile

everyonelookedonshocked.Nombuleloburstinto

alaughandclappedoncewhileaheavilybreathing

Zaneledialedherlawyer.Nomayezaswallowedand

tookherseat...

Nomayeza:whatmorecouldgowrong?



Pontsho:bahuminghaekeaboohlokedramaho

hang(there'salwaysdramawhererichpeopleare

involved)

^

^

^

^

^

....
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Zanele:okthankyousomuch

Zulu:Bonganiwhatisthis?What'sgoingon?We

shouldbecelebratingBonganinotthisman

Nombulelo:ihavealwaysknownthatthisgirlisjust

notagoodperson

Zanele:youcancomeatmeallyoulikebutdon't



youdarecomeatmysisterlikethat.Zinois

innocent

Nombulelo:yeahright

Bongani:Nombulelo,no

Nombulelo:shejustruinedmymother'snight.She

andthatspoiltbratofyours

Zanele:getachildfirstthenyouwillknowwhatit

feelsliketohaveoneuntilthenyouhavenorightto

sayanythingaboutwhoKumkaniis

Thembeka:okenoughZanelewhat'sgoingon?

Zanele:didn'teveryoneseewhathappened?Why

areyouaskingmewhat'sgoingon?

Thembeka:don'tbitemyheadoff

Nombulelo:noonecanneverbearrestedfor

somethingtwiceandyouwanttobelievethatthey

areinnocenthellno

Zanele:(pointedather)youbettershutup,Bongani

talktoyoursister

Nombulelo:it'sthetruthyourtrophychildbombed



anATMsiesman

Zanele:youbloodybastard!

Shesaidgrabbingabottlefromthetableand

attemptedtohitherwithitasBonganiheldher

back...

Bongani:Zaneleno!

Zanele:moveoutofmyway!

Nombulelo:letherbeBongsletherbeshewill

followhersonandsistertoprisonlookslikethey

arecutfromthe...

Thembeka:Zanelesaidshutup!

Sheslappedherasshestaggeredbackholdingher

cheekwhileeveryonelookedonshocked...

Pontsho:bahumi



Nombulelo:youjustdidn'tslapme,maareyou

goingtowatchthiswomanslapmelikethis?

(Nomayezaquietlylookedon)

Thembeka:learntolistenwhenyouarespokento.

Thepeopleyouarebusybadmouthingaremy

childrenandshouldyoucontinueiwilldomore

thanjustslappingyoudoyouhearme?

NombuleloswallowedwhileNomayezashookher

headgoinginside...

Nomvula:ma?

Zulu:it'sokiwillmakesureshe'sok

Bongani:whatdidMgqobisay?

Zanele:it'slatetotryandgogetthemouthewillgo

applyforbailtomorrowmorning

Bongani:ok.

Pontsho:hotwereetsengkadijotsena?Lemain

coursehaisoreejekamohlaona(whatarewetodo



withthisfood.Wehaven'teveneatenthemain

course)

Kennedy:mamahle

Pontsho:what?Kenahanelampayaakangwanaka

yoh(imthinkingformystomach)

Bongani:thewaiterswilldishdoggybagsfor

everyoneyouwilleatatthehotel.It'sunfortunate

thingsturnedoutthiswaybutfactismaandZulu

areofficiallymarriednow.Wewillmeetagain

tomorrowforbreakfastbeforeallfamiliesgoback

totheirbases.Thankyouforcoming

Everyonechatontheirwayoutgettinginthecars

goingbacktothehotelwhiletheonesremaining

madetheirwayintothehouse.

Atthepolicestation...

KumkanipacedaroundasZinosighedandsat

back...



Zino:wouldyoustopitmanyouaremakingme

dizzy

Kumkani:noauntyican'tspendanightinhere

Zino:wellbelieveitornotwearehere

Kumkani:ithoughtmomtookcareofthis

Zino:tookcareofwhatwhenitsallyourdamnfault

Kumkani?

Kumkani:excuseme?

Zino:yesifyouwerenotastupidbloodyratwe

wouldn'tbeheretoday!

Kumkani:auntyi...

Zino:shutit!WhydidyoudoitKumkani?Whathave

youeverlackedinyourlife?

Kumkani:nothing

Zino:nowlookwhereweareandbythelookonthe

officer'sfaceswearenotgoinganywhereanytime

soon



Kumkani:no,momwillhavetopullsomestrings

Molao:(wentin)therearenostringsmomisgoing

topull.Youtwoaregoingdownthistimearound

anditsforgood

Kumkani:where'sourlawyer?

Zino:it'slateforalawyer

Kumkani:ican'tsleepinhere

Molao:wellthesooneryoucomeintotermswith

thesituationthebetter.Haveagoodnightguysthe

officerswillcometakeyoutoyourcells.

HewhistledleavingwhileKumkanigroanedhitting

thewall...

Zino:stopwiththedrama.Youlovetroublebutyou

areafraidoftheconsequences.Youbettersitdown

beforeigetchargedwithbeatingyouup

HesighedlookingatZinoandtookhisseatasthey



waitedfortheofficerstocometakethemtotheir

cells.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AttheJola's...

ZanelelookedatawakingupBonganiwhileshe

fixedthestrapofhersleepingvestsittinguponthe

bed.Heyawnedandrubbedhiseyeslookingather...

Bongani:didyousleep?

Zanele:ihavebeenupsince3am

Bongani:(dranksomewater)Zanelewhatisgoing

on?

Zanele:whatdoyoumean?

Bongani:didZinokillthatJohannes?

Zanele:asfarasimconcernedZinoisnota



murderer

Bongani:butwhydotheysuspecther?

Zanele:idon'tknowBongani

Bongani:okthenwhataboutKumkani?Thisisthe

secondtimetheyarresthimforthesamecrime

Zanele:so?

Bongani:there'snohowtherecanbeamistake

Zanele:soyouthinkKumkaniiscapableofsucha

thing?

Bongani:youandiknowthatKumkaniiscapableof

anythingsotellmethetruthZaneleanddosonow.

Imyourhusbandandhe'smyson.Zinoismysister

inlawsowhateveritisiwillsupportthem

Zanele:(sighed)allihaveeverwantedwasforhim

tobeabettermanBonganibutKumkanidoesn't

wanttolisten.Imalwaysoutthereputtingoutfires

forhimbutitlookslikehedoesn'twanttochange

Bongani:sohedidit?

Zanele:(lookingdown)yes



Bongani:wowZanelesoyoufoughttokeephimout

ofjail?

Zanele:yes

Bongani:how?(Zaneleswallowed)howZanele!?

Zanele:(jumpedstartled)ihadthekeywitness

killed

Bongani:what!?

Zanele:ihadtodowhaticouldforKumkani

Bongani:bytakinganotherwoman'schild'slife?

Zanele:ihadnochoice

Bongani:wealwayshaveachoiceZanelewe

alwayshaveachoice!

Zanele:soyouwantyoursontorotinjail?

Bongani:ifit'swhatshouldbedoneforhimtolearn

hislessontheyesZaneleyes.Kumkanihasalways

beenatroublesomechildandwheneveritriedto

gethiminlineyouwouldshieldhim.Looknow,his

actionsmadeyoutakeaninnocentchild'slifeand

nowourdaughterisdeadbecauseofthat



Zanele:ohhellnoBonganithishasnothingtodo

withMbali

Bongani:itdoesZanele,childrenarealwayswho

sufferfortheirparent'sactions.Mbaliisnothingbut

karmadealingwithyou.Ihonestlydon'tknowyou

Zanele:Bonganidon'tsaythat

Bongani:soyoumadeZinokilltheinnocentboy?

Zanele:stopsayingtheinnocentboyhewasalso

involvedinthiscrime

Bongani:didyougetZinotokillhim?

Zanele:yes

Bongani:(curvedhislips)whoareyou?

Zanele:Bonganiihadtodosomething

Bongani:nowonderKumkaniisalwayscrying"do

something,dosomething"that'sbecauseheknows

youwillkillsomeone.Youareoneheartlesswoman

Zanele:iwasjustbeingamother

Bongani:andthe50kstoryisitthetruth?(Zanele

swallowedlookingdown)Zaneleimtalkingtoyou!



Zanele:no

Bongani:(sighed)wow,sowhat'sthetruth?

Zanele:Kumkanihasbeendealingwithdrugs

Bongani:what!?Zaneleyouknowhowifeelabout

thosethingshowcanyouallowthistohappen

undermyroof?

Zanele:Bonganiitriedtospeaktohimbuthewent

aheadwithit

Bongani:sowhatdidyouagreewiththosemen?

Zanele:itrickedthemintobelievingthatiwasgoing

totakeoverthebusiness

Bongani:youtrickedthem?

Zanele:yes

Bongani:andyoudon'tthinktheywillnotice?

Zanele:(swallowed)theywon't

Bongani:(frowned)how?

Zanele:becausetheyarenolongeralive

Bongani:(widenedhiseyes)what!?



Zanele:iwaslookingoutforeveryoneBonganiifi

didn'tdoitwewereallgoingtodie

Bongani:sothosefuckingidiotswhoshotinmy

housearedrugdealers!?

Zanele:notheyaredeaditsValentine'speople

Bongani:(hitthebed)noZaneleno!Openyoureyes

dammitcan'tyouseethatit'sthosemen'speople

comingforrevenge?Drugdealersarenotstupid

theyknowhowthegameworksdammit!

Zanele:shityoumightberight

Bongani:(sighed)youarehonestlydelusionalhow

manydeadbodiesdoyouhaveinyourhands

Zanele?

Zanele:don'tputitlikethat

Bongani:whatifthesepeoplegoaroundkillingour

familymembersZaneledoyourealisewhatyou

havedone?

Zanele:iwillfixit

Bongani:how?(Scoffed)letmeguess,bykilling

morepeople(sheswallowed)imhonestly...(sighed)



youknowwhatihaveafamilybreakfasttogetto

Zanele:Bonganiwait...

Bongani:youleavemealoneZaneleandidareyou

tryanddosomethingbehindmybackidareyou

Heclickedhistonguegoingintothebathroomwhile

Zanelesighedandrubbedherfacesittingonthe

carpert...

Zanele:whyKumkaniwhy?

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Zulucameoutofthebathroomandfound

Nomayezastillinbed...

Zulu:lovepeoplewillbehereforbreakfastsoon

Nomayeza:tellthemtogetontheirplanesandgo



backtowheretheycomefrom

Zulu:nolovethisisnothowyouwanttostartour

union

Nomayeza:whatdoyouexpectfrommeZulu?

FirstlywealmostgotkilledinZanele'shouseand

wheniwasabouttocelebratewitheveryonepolice

takemygrandsonandhisauntawaysohowdoyou

expectmetostartourunion?Maybeit'snotmeant

tobe

Zulu:no

Nomayeza:yesZulumaybewearenotsupposedto

betogether.

Zulu:stopsayingthat.Ifweweren'tsupposedtobe

togetherwewouldhavelongseparated

Nomayeza:thenwhyisallthishappeningatatimei

shouldbehappy?

Zulu:suchthingshappenmylove.Comeongetoff

bedandgogetready

Nomayeza:imnotgoingtostandoutthereand

pretendtobehappy.No,tellthosepeopletotake



thefoodtotheorphanagesandcalleveryoneand

tellthemthatthebreakfastisnolongerhappening

Zulu:Noma...

Nomayeza:nowZulu!

Zulu:ok

Hesighedlookingatherandtookhisphonemaking

callswhileshesighedwithhereyesclosed.

AttheDlomo's...

SbubroughtabowlofyoghurtwhileSamkelo

smiledsittinguponthebed...

Samkelo:thankyoulove

Sbu:iputinsomepiecesoffruits

Samkelo:awwthat'sthoughtfulofyou

Sbu:how'syourtemperature(hesaidholdingher



forehead)

Samkelo:imfeelingsomuchbetterthanyesterday

Sbu:ijustwantallofthisoverbecauseican'tstand

seeingyoulikethis

Samkelo:don'tworrywewillgetthroughitmylove

Sbu:youaresopositive

Samkelo:wellihavetokeepapositivemindforitto

beasuccess

Sbu:true.

Samkelo:ihavebeenspeakingtoZaneleovertext

messagesshetellsmeZinoandKumkanihave

beenarrested.ZinoformurderandKumkani

bombingofanATM

Sbu:waitwasn'theacquittedthelasttimethey

arrestedhim?

Samkelo:yeahbutitlooksliketheyfoundmore

information

Sbu:okbutZinomurderingsomeone,how?

Samkelo:idon'tknowloveandshedidn'tgointo



detailaboutthatonesoiguesswewillhearmoreif

itgoesfortrial

Sbu:wowanywayihopewhateverhappensjustice

prevails

Samkelo:yeahhey

Sbu:iwillbemeetingupwiththeguyslaterafter

droppingyouoffatthehospital

Samkelo:oklovenoproblembutdon'tdrinktoo

muchplease.Iknowyouarestressedbutyou

shouldkeepasanemind

Sbu:idon'tthinkiwilleventouchalcohol

Samkelo:thatwouldbegood(sighed)canyou

pleasefeedme?

Sbu:(chuckled)comeheremybigbaby

Theylaughedashetookthebowlfromherandfed

her.

Atthestation...



XabawenttoZino'sholdingcellasshejumpedand

huggedhimburstingintotears...

Xaba:imsosorrybabe

Zino:trustmewhenitellyouthatiknownothing

aboutwhattheyarrestedmefor

Xaba:itsokloveibelieveyou,iknowyouwould

neverhurtaninnocentchildlikethat

Zino:whatdotheywantfromme?

Xaba:idon'tknowbutiwon'tallowthemtoget

awaywithit

Zino:youpromise?

Xaba:trustmemyloveiwilldoanythingtohelpyou

outofthis.Youhaveshownmehowmuchofa

womanofhonouryouarebystandingwithme

duringmyhardshipsnotevenknowingwhoiamto

beginwith.Mysonknowshowitfeelstobeloved

byamotherbecauseofyousoI'mgoingtostand

withyouineverystepoftheway



Zino:(huggedhimagain)thankyousomuch

Officer:MsTombaletimetogo.Pleasecomewith

me

Xaba:whateverhappensimrightbehindyou

Zino:iloveyou

Xaba:iloveyoumore

Officer:MsTombale

Xaba:canyoujustchillout?

Heplantedasoftkissonherlipsastheytookher

away.Xabaclickedhistongueandheadedtotheir

office...

Xaba:youmusthappyneh?

Lerato:goodmorningtoyoutoo

Xaba:whathasZinodonetoyou?

Lerato:shekilledaninnocentchild

Xaba:yetyouknownothingabouthavingkids



Lerato:youarecrossingboundariesnow

Xaba:likehelliam.Youknowyouarepushingan

agendawithZinobuttrustmeyouaregoingtofail

Lerato:welllet'sjustsayweshallseewhoanidiot

isbetweenyouandiXabathiswomanhasfooled

you

Xaba:Leratogetalife

Lerato:(stoodup)ifyoudon'tmindconstableihave

abailhearingtogetto.Bye

ShesmiledtakingherthingsandheadedtoMolao's

officewhileXababreathedheavilytakinghisseat.

AttheJola's...

Zanelequietlyfinishedmakingherselfasandwich

andheadedtothediningtableasBonganicame

downthestairs...



Zanele:(frowned)ithoughtthebreakfastwas

cancelled?

Bongani:yes

Zanele:thenwhereareyougoing?

Bongani:totryandfixyourmess

Zanele:butyoucan'tshutmeout

Bongani:imgoingtomaybethatwillteachyoua

thingortwoaboutprotectingyourlovedones

insteadofputtingthemingreatdanger

Zanele:youjustdidn'tinsultmyintelligence

Bongani:takeithoweveryouwant.Whoeverwillbe

lookingformetellthemimattheoffice

Zanele:(sighed)ok

Bongani:areyounotgoingtogoforthebailhearing?

Zanele:it'sstartinginafewandagainit'saprivate

hearing

Bongani:whatiftheygetreleasedwhowillbring

themhome?



Zanele:Mgqobiwill

Bongani:ok.Haveagooddayandpleasestayaway

fromthinkingaboutkillingpeople.

Heleftwhilesheshookherheadandtookabite

fromhersandwichasherphonerang...

Zanele:Simmone?(Remembered)ohtheyoung

ladyfromthegym(answered)heyyou

Simmone:heyMrsJ.Ithoughtyouweregoingto

speaktome

Zanele:imsosorrylovethepastfewdayshave

beenhectic

Simmone:awwiunderstand,runningalotof

companiesisnotchild'splay.

Zanele:yeahhey

Simmone:anywayicalledtoaskyouwhenwecan

meetandstartontheproposalitoldyouaboutthe

otherday



Zanele:ohyeah.Eyshimswampedatthemoment

butiwilldefinitelyrunitthroughmyPAtoschedule

aproperappointment

Simmone:ohoklove.Iwillhearfromyouthen

Zanele:mostdefinitely

Simmone:letmenotkeepyouhey

Zanele:thankslovebye

Simmone:bye

Theyhungupassheswangherchairthinkingfora

fewminutesandscoffedgoingbacktowork.

Zaneleputherphonedownandtookanotherbiteas

herphonerangagain...

Zanele:bawothixoyoh(answered)heyKen

Kennedy:hiMrsJihopeimnotcatchingyouata

badtime

Zanele:noimjusthome



Kennedy:ok.Howareyoudoing?

Zanele:mysisterandsonarebehindbarsandmy

bestfriendisgoingforsurgerysoimnotok

Kennedy:imsosorrytohearthatmyladybutjust

trustthateverythingwillfallintoplaceneh

Zanele:yeahonethingaboutmeisthatimavery

patientpersonsoiknowverysoonthingswillbe

normalagain

Kennedy:that'sgreat.Where'shubby?

Zanele:hejustleftforwork

Kennedy:ohsoyouareallalone?

Zanele:imwiththehousehelper

Kennedy:ok.Woulditbeaproblemificomeby?

Maybebringsomepizzaandaboardgame?

Zanele:(chuckled)aren'tyousupposedtobe

restingyourleg?Andagainwhichinstructor

encouragestheirstudenttoeatjunk?

Kennedy:wellimadifferentkindMrsJandagain

mymotherisonmynervessoineedabreather



fromher

Zanele:whowilldriveyouherethen?

Kennedy:oneofthedriversfromtheclub

Zanele:ohokifyouinsistthenyoucancome

Kennedy:(smiled)wonderful.Seeyouinabitok

Zanele:sure

TheyhungupasZanelesmiledandfinishedher

sandwich.

InCourt...

Judge:prosecution

Molao:(stoodup)thankyoumylady.Wewouldn't

justgooutthereandarrestsomeoneiftheywere

innocentyeswebelievethatoneisinnocentuntil

provenguiltybutinthiscasewebelievethesetwo

areguiltyofthechargesbeforethemthereforemy



ladytheyshouldbedeniedbail.Firstofallmylady

theyareaflightrisk.Theyhavealltheresourcesto

helpthemskipthecountryoncetheyarereleased

alsogiventhatZinokuhleTombaleisawellknown

PI.Secondlymyladywehavealltheevidencethat

provesthatthesetwoareguiltyanddon'tdeserve

tobeamongstthecommunityastheyareadanger

toit.Ahumanbeingdiedhere.Ithankyou

Judge:thankyoucolonel.Defence

Mgqobi:thankyoumylady,mylady,myclientsare

twolawabidingcitizensandwhywouldtheyskip

thecountrywhentheyknowtheyhavepending

casesontheirshoulders?Rememberthesetwoare

relatedtooneoftheprominentbusinessownersof

SouthAfricawhowoulddoanythingtonotbe

associatedwithcriminalsbecausesheknowshow

thiswouldaffectherbusiness.Notonlythatmy

lady,MsTombalealsohasbusinessesofherown

sowhywouldsheriskherreputationlikethat?So

shedeservesbail.Ourproblemashumanbeingsis

thatwetendtothinkpeoplewhomakeitinlifeare

alwaysuptonogoodbuttherearegoodpeopleout



therewhoarewealthyandthesepeoplearesome

ofthosepeople.MsTombaleischargedwith

premidatedmurderwhichstatesthattherewas

poisonfoundinwhattheyoungmanate.Question

iswhoputthepoisoninthefruit?Won'titbethe

marketladyandthenchosetoliesayingshewas

paidbyMsTombalejustlikesheliedtotheofficers

aboutthedeathofthisboy'smother?IfMs

Tombaleisgoingtobebehindbarsshealsohasto

bebehindbarstoobecauseshealreadyhasatrack

recordoflying.WhenitcomestoKumkanimyLady,

howdoweknowhewasapartofthecrewthat

bombedtheATM?There'snovideothatshowshe

wasamongstthosepeopleandagainwhereare

thosepeople?Nowheretobefoundandalsohow

didcolonelMolaoacquireinformationthatKumkani

Jolawasapartofthebombing?Throughawordof

mouthsomyladyuntiltheseofficersdoathorough

investigationonthismatterisaymyclientsbe

grantedbail.Ithankyou

Judge:thankyouprosecution,thankyoudefencei

willaskfora10minutesrecesstoevaluatethe



informationbeforemeandcomebackwiththe

results

Officer:allrise!

Theyalldidasthejudgemadeherwayout...

Kumkani:dowestandachance?

Mogqobi:iwon'tlietoyouthejudgeonthiscaseis

atoughoneshe'snoteasilyconvincedbutipray

thatwhateveriusedhasconvincedhertograntyou

guysbail

Kumkani:whatdoesmymompayyouforwhenall

yousayis"youprayandhope?"

Zino:Kumkani

Kumkani:noauntythismanissupposedto...

Mgqobi:don'tyoudareinsultmewhenyouknow

whathappened.Imdoingallicantosaveyourass

andallyoushouldbedoingisbegratefulbecause

nolawyerintheirrightmindwouldworkwith



someoneguiltydoyouunderstandme?Getyour

ballswarmedupandassmassagedbecauseyou

mightbesomeone'sdinnertonight

Zino:Mgqo

Mgqobi:noZinoimnotgoingtosithereandbe

insultedbythisyoungboybecauseimriskingmy

reputationhere

Zino:iunderstandbutdon'tbethatharshonhim,

naweKumkanirespectthisman'sjob

Mgqobiclickedhistonguegoingthroughhis

informationwhileKumkaniswallowedsittingback.

Outside,Molao'sphonerangashepickedup...

Molao:colonelMolaohello?

Valentine:gooddaycoloneliwouldliketoreporta

crime

Molao:okbutI'mnotattheofficenow

Valentine:it'saboutKumkaniJola,Zaneleand



BonganiJola'sson

Molao:ohwhatdidhedo?

Valentine:yesdealingwithdrugs

Molao:ohwow,doyouhaveevidence?

Valentine:nonotyetbutwhenmybrotherwas

supposedtogetithegotkilled

Molao:ohokimsosorryaboutyourbrother,letme

callyouwhenifinishheresothatwemeetatthe

officeok

Valentine:noproblembye(theyhungup)

Lerato:and?

Molao:moretroublecomingtheJola'sway

Lerato:okthesepeoplearegoingtomakeuswork

ourbuttsoffright

Molao:alotanditlooksliketheyenjoytakinglives

somuch

10MINUTESLATER...



Judge:ihavereviewedalltheinformationbefore

meandihavecometoadecisionofgrantingthe

twobailatR100000.00eachwhichshouldbepaid

withinthenext5days.Youbotharedeniedtocross

anyboaderorelseyouwillthrownintoprisonfirst

sight.Untilthedatesofyourtrialarecommunicated

youaregoingtobehome.ColonelMolaomakesure

bytrialtimeyouhavealltheevidenceneeded.

Thankyou,courtisadjourned

Shehitthegavelastheyallstoodupwhileshe

madeherwayout...

Kumkani:yes!

Molao:thisisfarfromovermyboy.Trialiscoming

andyouaregoingtopayforwhatyoudid

Kumkani:asfarasimcon...

Mgqobi:youwon'tbesayinganythingmore

Kumkanishutyourmouth



Molaoscoffedandshookhisheadleaving...

Lerato:oncemoretheyescapeprison

Molao:don'tdespairdetectiveitisjustbailit

doesn'tmeantheyareoffthehook.Allwehaveto

doismakesureourevidenceandthecasefileare

safebecausewecan'ttrustwhatXabaiscapableof

Lerato:iwasabouttosaythesamething

TheygotinthecarandleftwhileKumkaniandZino

gotinMgqobi's.

InLeeTrucking...

Zulusmiledashesignedonthedottedlinesaswell

asZanele...



Zanele:itisdone.LeeTruckingisofficiallyyours

Zulu:itwasapleasuredoingbusinesswithyouMs

Matjikizaipromiseyouthebusinessisinsafe

hands

Zanele:ibelievesotoo.HaveagooddayMrZulu

Zulu:youtoo

TheyshookhandsasZaneleleftwhileZulusat

downandswangthechairthenputhisfeetonthe

table.Hesmiledtakinghisphoneandmadeacall...

Zulu:Lwethumyman

Lwethu:myfriend

Zulu:guesswhat?

Lwethu:youjustwonlotto?

Zulu:evenbettermyfriend.Afterworkinglongand

hardweareofficiallyinside

Lwethu:(smiled)tellmeyouarejoking?



Zulu:(holdingthecontract)youarelookingata45%

ownerofJolaTrucking

LwethucelebratedasZululaughedhangingupand

tookthecontract...

Zulu:ladiesandgentlemenipresenttoyouThemba

ZulutheownerofZuluTrucking.Jolatrucking,Jola

trucking(Scoffed)overmydeadbody

Hesmiledleaving.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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AtJola'sI-tech...

Bonganiswanghischairinfrontofhiscomputers

asacolleaguewalkedin...

Man:himaniwasstuckintraffictherewasan

accident

Bongani:it'sok

Man:sowhat'sup?

Bongani:manmywifehasmessedupshehas

landedherselfinalotoftroubletryingtolookout

foreveryone

Man:how?

Bongani:itsKumkaniwhogotherinthemessto

beginwith.Thislittleboyhasbeenfoolingaround

withthelawforsometimenow



Man:iheardmediaplatformssayhewasarrested

foranATMbombingatyourmother'scelebration

aswellasyoursisterinlawformurder

Bongani:yeahandit'sactuallytrue.Zanelecame

cleantomethismorning.Theywouldhavebeen

longthrownintoprisonifZaneledidn'tdowhatshe

did.Theykilledthekeywitness

Man:wowandnow?

Bongani:iguessthepolicefoundoutsomething

thatledthembacktomyhouse

Man:that'sbadman

Bongani:iknowandhonestlyiwantKumkanitopay

forwhathehasdonebutthenthere'sZanele,she

honestlylovesthisboywaytoomuchandit'sgoing

tobreakher.

Man:sowhatareyouplanningtodo?

Bongani:idon'tknowbutmyheartsaysmaybe

Kumkaniwillwakeupfromhisslumberoncehe

getstoknowwhatprisonislike

Man:andagainyoudon'twanttolosewhatyou



haveworkedfor.EvenifZanelegetsangrywithyou

fordoingtherightthingitdoesn'tmeanshewill

staylikethatforgood.Shewilleventuallycome

aroundandunderstandwhyyoudidit

Bongani:andthenshewentoffandkilledtwodrug

dealerstwomyguy

Man:damnnowthat'stryingthedevilhimself

Bongani:wewereattackedtheotherdayandshe

thoughtitwasValentine'speopleandiwaslike

womanyoucan'tjustkilldrugdealerslikethatand

thinknoonewillcomeafteryou

Man:exactly.There'salwayssomeonetheyare

workingfor

Bongani:whatbeatsmeishowshemanagedtokill

twogrownmen

Man:yourwifeismoredangerousthanithought

Bongani:youcansaythatagain.Nowiwantusto

lookfortheonewhosurvivedtheshootingatmy

houseandquestionhimalittle.Theyhavemoved

himtoanotherhospitalsoit'sgoingtobetrickybut



itrustyoutobeabletodoagoodjob

Man:whatiftheyhavehiredahomenurseforhim?

Bongani:theconditionhewasinrequireshimtobe

inhospitalforsometime

Man:alrightiwillgetonit

Bongani:goodontheothersideiwilltryandfind

theirboss

Man:andafteryoudo?

Bongani:goafterhisweaknesses

Man:ok.Youknowthesemen'sweaknessesare

alwaysfamilyright?

Bongani:everyparentormarriedperson's

weaknessistheirfamilysoyeah

Man:good

Bongani:iwantustoalsoinvestigateZanele

Man:(frowned)why?

Bongani:there'ssomethingthattellsmesheisnot

thepersonshesayssheis.Thiswomanhasalotof



peoplekillediwanttoknowifshekilledthem

herselforifshehiredsomeoneespeciallythedrug

guysandalsoherfinances

Man:comeonnowman

Bongani:yesherbusinessesareboomingbutwho

takesoutR2Bandstillhassomuchmoneyleft

whenalltheyhaveisacosmeticcompanyanda

villa?She'salsobuildingmysisterawholelodge

fromscratch

Man:cosmeticcompaniesmakealotofreturnsmy

guyandthere'snovacantapartmentinhervillaand

youknowhowmuchtherentisandalsoshe'snow

afullowneroftheirfamilyparlourimeancomeon

guy

Bongani:nodudeZanelehasalotofmoneyformy

liking.Oncewefindoutifallthemoneyshehasis

fromthosethreetheniwillletmyguarddownbut

untiltheniwanttoknowifwearesafeornot.Im

donesittingbackandletthingshappenrightunder

mynose

Man:(sighed)whatifshefindsoutthatyouare



investigatingherandthenthrowsusinprison?

That'sinvasionofprivacyBongani

Bongani:ifshe'snotdoinganythingsinisterthen

shewon'tmind.Afterallshetoldmeearlier,ihave

everyrighttolookintoherlife

Man:(sighedagain)trustmethisisnotgoingto

endwellbutheywhateveryouneedmetodoiwill

do

Bongani:thanksman

Man:sureletmegotryandfindtheguy

Bongani:sureimworkingonasystemthatwillhelp

usgetaccessinheraccountswithouthernoticing

Man:bareinmindthatshehasasisterwho'sa

tecnosavvy

Bongani:thatiswhyiwanttocreatesomething

untraceable

Man:alright.Later

Bongani:allthebest



HetookhisbagandleftwhileBonganiputonhis

headsetsandstartedwithhiscreation.

AttheJola's...

Zanelejumpedoutofexcitementcelebratingher

winoverKennedywholaughed...

Kennedy:youarejustluckyimstillhealing

Zanele:howdoesyourleghaveanythingtodowith

thefunctionofyourbrain?Justacceptdefeat

Kennedy:ohsothat'showitis?Okiknowwhereim

goingtocatchyou

Zanele:imalwaysupforachallenge

Kennedy:wewillseeifyouwillbeupfortheonei

haveforyouoncemyfullyhealed

Zanele:isaybringitonMrSeboko(theylaughed)

refill?



Kennedy:yesplease

Shetookthedirtyglassesandwenttothekitchen

whilehesortedeverythingbackintothebox.The

gateopenedasZanelecamewithfreshglasses

withjuiceinside...

Kennedy:isthatthegate?

Zanele:yeahitmustbehubbyorthelawyer

ShegavehimhisdrinkwhileMgqobiparkedhiscar

withKumkaniandZinofollowinghimtothehouse...

Mgqobi:knockknock

Zanele:ohmyword.Sis(shejumpedupand

huggedZino)areyouok?

Zino:yeahiwillbefineallineedisahotshower

Kumkani:hima



Zanele:whatdidthejudgesay?

Mgqobi:theyhave5daystopay100keachandthe

trialdatewillbecommunicated

Zanele:sothesepeoplehaveevidence?

Mgqobi:yeahsoineedtostartworkingassoonas

nowtobereadybythetimethetrialstarts

Zanele:that'sgreat

Zino:imgoingtoshowerwewilltalkonceimdone

Kumkani:metoo

Zanele:showerwhereKumkani?

Kumkani:inmyroomma

Zanele:don'tyoudaremamedoyouhearme?Im

honestlytiredofyourmessKumkani.Youarenot

allowedtogoanywhereinthishousebeforeyour

fathergetshere

Mgqobi:okguysletmeloveandleaveyouiwill

keepintouch

Zanele:noproblemlove



HeleftwhileZinowenttoherbedroom...

Kumkani:whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Zanele:ifyoudon'tmindiwouldliketogobackto

whatiwasdoing.Youareluckyihaveletyoustep

inside.Youshouldbewaitingforyourfather

outside

Kumkani:whyareyoulikethis?

Zanele:don'tyoudarestartwithmeKumkani

Kennedy:iknowitsnotmyplacetosayanything

butMrsJjustallowhimtogoshowerplease

Kumkani:andbesidesthisismyhomesoihavethe

righttobehere

Zanele:ohyeahrightsneh?OkKumkanigoshower

Heshookhisheadandmadehiswayupwhile

Zanelesighedsittingdown...



Kennedy:areyouok?

Zanele:thisboylovestroubleandhedoesn'trealise

thathe'scostingus

Kennedy:okimaynotknoweverythingbutdon't

treathimlikethat.Onceyoudothatthat'swhenyou

willbepushinghimtodosomethingmoreworse.

Wewanttopunishourchildrenasparentsbutwe

havetobemindfulofourwaysofpunishment.You

mightthinkpunishmentwouldmakethemlearn

fromtheirmistakesonlyforittopushthemfurther

intothedark

Zanele:whatshouldidonowKennedybecauseim

outofideas

Kennedy:lettheuniversetakeitscourse.Allyou

guyscandoistotalktohimandadvicehimbut

nowsincehisactionsareinthehandsofthelaw

that'swherehewilllearnfromhismistakes

Zanele:shouldhegotoprisonhewon'tbeableto

surviveit



Kennedy:he'sasmartchildright?

Zanele:yes

Kennedy:thenheknowseveryactionhas

consequences(Zanelesighed)iknowitshardbut

thistimeleaveeverythingtotheuniverse

Shelookedathimandshookherheadtakingasip

fromherjuicewhilehesoftlysmiledandrubbedher

arm.

Atthestation...

ColonelMolaowelcomedValentineinandoffered

heraseat...

Valentine:thankyoufortakingyourtimetohearme

out

Molao:it'snotaproblem.Youmightnothave

evidencebutthere'ssenseinwhatyoutoldme.



Condolencesonyourbrotheroncemore

Valentine:thankyoucolonel

Molao:iwantyoutostartfromthebeginningand

tellmeeverything.Howyoumetthesepeopleand

howweendeduphere

Valentine:ok(sighed)iappliedforajobinBongani

Jola'scompanywithamotivethatimgoingtotake

whattheytookfromus.Hisfathertookthetrucking

companyfrommyfatherandnevercompensated

him

Molao:soitwasallaboutyourevenging?

Valentine:yescolonel.Myapplicationwas

successfulandididn'twastetimeidecidedtogo

fortheirmarriage,thatisZaneleandBongani's

marriage.Imanagedtosleepwithhimbut

unfortunatelytheydidn'tgetadivorce.

Molao:whatwereyouhopingtogainfromthe

divorce?

Valentine:withtheproofihadiblackmailedherinto

divorcinghimandsigneverythingsheownstohim



becauseshevaluesreputationalotsohavingher

husbandaffairsalloverthenewswasgoingto

destroyher.Unfortunatelyshebelievesshe'sabove

everythingsoshedecidedtonotgothroughwithit.

Idecidednowtogofortheirsonandaskedmy

brothertogoafterhim.Hediscoveredthathewas

dealingwithdrugsandthedayhewassupposedto

catchhimouthedisappearedthenlaterfoundout

thathewasdeliveredonmyparent'sdoorstepwith

hisbodyinpieces

Molao:ok.Whatdidyoudofromthen?

Valentine:iimmediatelyputthedotstogetherand

realisedthatitisallZanele'sdoingbutlikethedevil

sheisshedeniedeverything

Molao:typical.Okwherewasyourbrother

supposedtomeetthisboy?

Valentine:oneofthepopulartarvenshere

Molao:there'sdefinitelysomeonewhosaw

somethingsoiwillaskaround.Tellmewhathe

woreonthatdayandwewilltakeitfromthere.We

willalsolaunchaninvestigationonthisyoungman



becausehe'soflateafriendtoourcells

Valentine:okiwouldappreciatethat

ShetoldMolaowhatWillemworeonthedayofhis

disappearanceandleft.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Nombulelomadewaytohermother'sbedroomand

frownedfindingthempacking...

Nombulelo:ohsoyouguysarestartingtotravel

withoutusnow?

Nomayeza:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Nombulelo:whereareyoupackingto?

Nomayeza:wearemoving

Nombulelo:to?

Zulu:ourhouse



Nombulelo:idon'tunderstand

Nomayeza:imMrsZulunowLeloican'tbestaying

inanotherman'shouse

Nombulelo:butitsyoursisn'titma?

Nomayeza:it'syoursnotmine

Nombulelo:soyouareleavingusalone?

Nomayeza:Lelo,youandVulaaregrownwomen

andihonestlythinkyoushouldfindahousefor

yourself.Youareworkingnow

Nombulelo:soyouaregoingtokickmeoutofour

ownhome?

Nomayeza:imnotkickingyouout.Havingyourown

propertyisagoodthing

Nombulelo:thishousewasbuiltforusbyourfather

evenofidieinhereit'snotaproblem.Anywayyou

guyswillmovewell

Zulu:thankyou.Iwillbelookingforwardtoyou

guysvisiting

Nombulelo:yeah.Sowhenistheofficialhanding



over?

Zulu:endoftheweek

Nombulelo:ohok.Bye

Nomayeza:byebaby

ShesighedandleftwhileZulusmiledzippinghis

bag...

Zulu:sothisishappening?

Nomayeza:(smiled)finallywearehere

Zulu:(smiled)icouldn'tbehappier

Nomayeza:metoo

Theykissedandchuckledstillinoneanother's

arms...

Zulu:aboutNombulelogettingherselfahouse,i

thinkyoushouldstressithard



Nomayeza:Nombuleloisonedifficultpersonto

persuadelove

Zulu:iknowbutwearestartinganewlifenowbabe.

Nomvulahasalreadyputanofferwhatisshe

waitingfor?

Nomayeza:mypointexactly.Iwilltrytotalktoher

Zulu:pleasedoshe'syourchildsoshehastolisten

toyounomatterwhat.Likeisaidwearestartinga

newlifewhyholdontothingsofthepast?

Nomayeza:ifsheagreestofindahousewhatwill

wedowiththisone?

Zulu:yourchildrenareindependentadultsnowmy

lovesowewillsellit

Nomayeza:ohokbutthishouseholdsalotof

memories

Zulu:(heldherface)iknowmylovebutweare

goingtocreatenewonesfromhereonright?

Nomayeza:(smiled)yes

Zulu:(kissedheragain)iloveyouMrsZulu



Nomayeza:iloveyouMrZulu

Theysmiledandstartedtakingtheirlightbagsto

thecarasatrucktheyhiredfortheheavystaff

cametotaketherest.

AttheJola's...

KennedyleftafterchattingtoBonganiforabitas

hemadehiswayinthehousewherehefound

ZaneleandZinointhekitchen...

Bongani:hiZino

Zino:hiBongs

Hearinghisfather'svoicedownstairsKumkani's

heartskippedabeatashesighedputtingonat-

shirt...



Bongani:where'sKK?

Zanele:upstairs

Bongani:KK!?

Kumkani:dad?

Bongani:comedownheremyboy

Kumkani:ok

Hefrownedshockedofhisgentlenessaswellas

ZaneleandZinowholookedatoneanother...

Bongani:maywepleasecomesitonthetablei

wouldliketotalktoeveryone

Zanele:ok

Theywipedtheirhandsandjoinedhimonthe

diningtableaswellasKumkani...



Kumkani:dadimsorryi...

Bongani:listen(hekeptquiet)yourmothertoldme

everything

Zino&Kumkani:huh?

Bongani:yes.Iknowthatyoutwoareguiltyofthe

crimesyoucommittedandshedidwhatshedidto

lookoutforyouKumkanilittledidsheknowshe

wasputtinghersisterandtherestofusingreat

danger

Zino:andyouarenotangry?

Bongani:trustmeimlividbutimnotperfecteither

henceidecideditakemattersintomyownhands

andtryfixthiswholemess.Kumkaniyouaregoing

tofacetheconsequencesofyouractions

Kumkani:what!?

Bongani:yes

Zanele:but...

Bongani:imtalking(shekeptquiet)becauseyour

mothershieldedyoufrombeingarrestedforthe

ATMbombingyouthoughtitsoktocommitcrimes



becauseyouknowshewouldkillforyoutowalkthe

streetshenceyouwentaheadandstartedwith

drugs(Kumkaniswallowed)yeslifeisnotawalkin

aparkthatiswhyyourmotherandiworkedsohard

foryouandyoursister,mayshecontinuetorest,to

haveacomfortablelifewhichidon'tunderstand

whyyoucan'tappreciate

Kumkani:alliwantedwastomakemyownmoney

Bongani:wetookyoutoschoolforareason

KumkaniandGodknowshowintelligentyouarebut

youkeepdoingthesestupidthingsmyson.You

knowhowmuchihatedrugsandit'sforthisexact

samereason,yougotoprison,wegetattackedby

peopleinourownhome

Kumkani:oh?

Bongani:yesthepeoplewhoattackeduson

MondayareyourpeopleKumkani

Kumkani:butithoughtmama...

Bongani:shekilledsecondsincommandnowtheir

bossisoutforblood



Kumkani:killed?

Bongani:yes.ThemenwhocameforyouatMbali's

burialarenomoreshehadthemkilled

Kumkani:(frowned)mamayoukilledahumanbeing?

Bongani:thisisnotaboutmomitsaboutyouand

thetroubleyoubringinthishouse.Ifitweren'tfor

youshewouldn'thavedoneit.Yourauntherealso

hadtokillanotherwoman'schildtosaveyourass

Kumkaniallbecausehewasthestate'skeywitness.

Youseehowmanyliveshavebeenlostallbecause

ofyou?Andtherearemoretoloseifyougo

unpunished

Kumkani:butdadiwouldn'tbeabletosurvive

prison

Bongani:it'seitherthatoryouwillneverbe

consideredamemberofthisfamily

Zanele:what!?

Kumkani:(chuckled)wow

Bongani:yesimnotgoingtolivemylifelooking

overmyshoulderwonderingwho'scomingforme



allbecauseofmyownchild

Zanele:noBonganithat'sunfairwhyareyou

makingthingshardforhim?

Bongani:wasitfairforyoutokickMbalioutofthe

housejustbecauseshewasn'tmeetingthe

standardsofbeingyourchild

Zanele:wow

Kumkani:sothisiswhatit'sabout?

Bongani:notatall.Thedifferencebetweenyouand

MbaliisthatMbalididn'tbringanytroubleor

dangerforus.Allshewantedwasforustoaccept

herforwhosheis

Kumkani:yeahrightlikedatingyourownfriend

Zanele:Kumkani

Kumkani:nomawhyishepaintingMbalitobethis

goodperson?

Bongani:that'sbecauseshewasandyouarenot

Zanele:Bongani

Bongani:noZaneleletmebehonestwiththis



youngboy.YouarenotagoodchildKumkaniyou

havetroublewrittenalloveryouandifyoustillwant

metoconsideryoumysonthenyouaregoingto

humbleyourselfandfacetheconsequences

Kumkani:youknowwhat,dad(stoodup)ican

surelylivewithoutyouguys

Zanele:Kumkanidon'tdothatplease

Kumkani:imsorryforallthetroubleibringtoyou

guysbutmaletmehelpyousaveyourmarriage

andsaveyou"dad"fromthedangeribringtoyou

guys.Onceiwalkoutofthatdoorconsidermemy

ownperson

Zanele:Kumkani

Kumkani:byeauntyZinoanddon'tworryaboutmy

attorneyfeesiwillpaythemmyself

Zanele:Kumkanidon'tdothisplease,Bongani

comeon

Bongani:nolethimgo.He'samannowright?Fine

Kumkanilookedathisfatherandscoffedshaking



hisheadthenleftasZanelepacedafterhimtrying

tocalmhimdownwhichshefailedasshesighed

lookingathimdriveout.Shewentbackintothe

houseandsighedlookingatBongani...

Zanele:wowBongani.Somuchforteachingme

howtosolvemattersonlytomakethemworse.

Zino:doyourealisewhatyouhavedoneBongs?

YouhavedonethesamethingthatZaneledidto

Mbaliandyouknowwhatguysiwillbeoutaswell

Zanele:what?

Zino:youguysaresotoxicthatican'tbearound

youanymore.Imgoingtobestayingatahoteluntil

myhouseisdone

Zanele:Zinono

Zino:ifthere'snothingelseiwouldlovetogostart

packing

Zanele:soyouaregoingtoleavemealone?

Zino:youhaveyourhusbandsis.Ihavenothing

againstthetwoofyoubutiwanttoknowwhatit



feelsliketohavemyownspace.Itsalllove

ShesaidgoingtoherroomasZanelesatdown

lookingatBongani...

Bongani:what?

Zanele:youseewhatyouhavedone?

Bongani:wehavetolookforthismananddealwith

himbeforehefinishesallofus.Ihavemyguy

lookingfortheguywhosurvivedtheshootingon

Mondaybecausehe'stheonewhowilltakeusto

hisboss.IhaveKumkanibuggedaswellso

whateverhedoeswewillknowfirstandprotecthim

fromthelifehe'stryingtolive.Thatiswhatyoudo

todealwithproblemsyoudon'trushtotakingaway

lives

Zanele:oursonisstilloutthereBongani

Bongani:lethimbe

Zanele:whataboutmysister?



Bongani:she'soldandsmartenoughtolookoutfor

herselfstoptryingtobabyher.It'stimeyoufocus

andworkonbeingawoman

Hesaidrubbinghershoulderandwentupwhile

Zanelesatbackandshookherhead.

THATAFTERNOON

AtMandla'shotel...

Zaneleparkedhercarandheadedinsideasthe

receptionisttookhertoMandla'soffice...

Mandla:(smiled)MrsJolawhatapleasantsurprise

Zanele:(smiled)howareyoudoing?

Mandla:imgoodandyourself?

Zanele:tryingtogetthroughthislifething



Mandla:yeahheyit'snevereasy

Zanele:trustme.Anywayijustcametothankyou

formakingsureourfamilieswerewelltakencareof

Mandla:it'snotaproblemandimsorrythe

celebrationdidn'tendinagoodnote

Zanele:yeahheyihopemaandZuluwillhealas

timegoes

Mandla:don'tworrytheywillwhatmattersnowis

thattheyaremarriedtheywilldoacelebrationon

theiranniversary

Zanele:yeah(tookoutanenvelope)ihave

somethingforyou

Mandla:ohok

Hesmiledtakingitandreaditwithafrownonhis

face...

Mandla:whatisthis?

Zanele:can'tyouread?



Mandla:idon'tunderstand

Zanele:youandyourwifetookmydaughteraway

frommyhusbandandisotheonethingyoucando

isallowustoadoptAlex

Mandla:(scoffed)isthisajoke?

Zanele:doilooklikeimjoking?

Mandla:Zaneleyoucan'ttakemysonawayfrom

mewhileimstillalive

Zanele:yesiwillandimgoingto.Alexdeserves

betterthantohaveneitherofyoutwoasparents

Mandla:wait,isthatwhyyouwantedmetogetsole

custody?

Zanele:ummm...kindofyes

Mandla:youareaconnivingwitch

Zanele:iknow

Mandla:youwillnevergettohaveAlexasyour

child,overmydeadbody

Zanele:ohthatcanbearranged(tookherbag)go

throughthosewithyourlawyeryouhave48hours



togetbacktous.It'seitherwedothispeacefulor

wedoitthehardway.Theballisinyourcourthave

awonderfuldayMrJele

Shewinkedandhimandwhistledherwayoutina

tightpencilskirt,heelsandaredblouse.Mandlasat

downandtookthedocumentsagainandscoffed

shakinghishead...

Mandla:thisbitch

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Mandlashookhisheadgoingthroughthe

documentsandsatbacktakinghisphone...

Mandla:thiswomanisunbelievable.Whothehell

doesshethinkssheis,God?

Bongani:Jele

Mandla:soisthiswhatyouandyourwifearegoing

toplayat?

Bongani:(frowned)excuseme?

Mandla:don'tactlikeyoudon'tknowanything

aboutthisBongani.Imnofooldoyouhearme?

Justbecauseiletyouguyshelpmegetmyhouse

backdoesn'tmeanioweyouguys

Bongani:Mandlawhatareyouonabout?

Mandla:theadoptionBongani

Bongani:whatadoption?

Mandla:yourwifecameintomyworkplaceand

threwadoptionpapersatmesayingyouguyswant



mychild

Bongani:(frowned)what!?

Mandla:apparentlyDianneanditookyourchild

awayfromyouguyssoAlexhastobewithyou

becausehedoesn'tdeserveusasparents

Bongani:imhonestlystartingtohearaboutthis

now

Mandla:wellthenyoubettertalktoherbecause

youguysarenotgoingtohavemychild

Bongani:iwilltalktoherandimsorry.Yoursonis

notgoinganywhereZaneleisjustallovertheplace

ofrecent.Idon'tknowwhat'sgottenintoher

Mandla:youshouldgetherinlinebeforeshedoes

somethingbad.ItoldhershewillgetAlexovermy

deadbodyandsheblatantlywithoutshamesaidit

canbearrangeddoyouhowseriousthatis?Ican

getherarrested

Bongani:iunderstandbuddyiwilltalktoher

Mandla:good.HaveyouspokentoSbudah?

Bongani:yeahwehavebeentextingSamkelois



goingundertheknifeintheinafewhours

Mandla:oklet'shopeeverythinggoeswell

Bongani:yeah.Letmedosomethingiwillmake

suretotalktoZanele

Mandla:sure,doso

TheyhungupasBonganigroanedrubbinghis

face...

Bongani:Zanele,Zanele,ZaneleJolaohthixonda

celaumfaziwandinikaumenziwenkathazo(oh

Lord,iaskedforawifeandyougavemeatrouble

maker)

Hesighedanddownedhiswhiskeygoingbackto

work.

InThembisa...



AtaxidroppedKumkanioffashewentintoLazer's

yardwherehefoundhimandtheladiesworkingon

thepackage...

Kumkani:ohwowguysgoodgoing.Imhappy

Lazer:dudethisisalotofcoke

Kumkani:thatmeansalotofmoney.Don'tforgetto

putextraforourcustomerstocompensateforthe

delayokladies

All:yes

Kumkani:(smiled)good

Lazer:(lookingattheshoppingbag)andthen?

Kumkani:ohthis,itsmynewphone

Lazer:why?

Kumkani:imstartinganewlifeievensoldmycar

Lazer:what?

Kumkani:yestheykickedmeoutoftheirhouseand



youknowwhattheycanactuallygofuck

themselves

Lazer:Kumkaniareyoulisteningtoyourself?Come

here,ladiesfinishupweshouldbemaking

deliveriesinthenext10minutes(theywentoutside)

Kumkani:whatisit?

Lazer:dudethoseareyourparentswhatif

somethinggoeswrong?

Kumkani:nothingwillgowrong.Imgoingtobuya

newsmallercar

Lazer:didthebuyerpayyou?

Kumkani:ofcourse(showedhimthebankbalance)

iboughtanewphoneandwentcarwindow

shopping

Lazer:youaresomethingelse

Kumkani:imgoingtoshowthemthatidon'tneed

them.FromnowonimKumkanionly,akaKKnota

JolanoraMsomi.Nowlet'sgetseriouswith

securingthebag.Come

Lazer:wait,wherewillyoubestaying?



Kumkani:withyouuntiltheendoftheweektheni

willbegettinganewhouse

Lazer:withwhatmoney?

Kumkani:whatarewedoingLazer?(Hisoldphone

reportedamessageashechuckled)theyjust

frozenmyaccountslikeineedtheirmoney

Clickedhistonguetakingouthissimcardand

formattedeverythinginthephone...

Lazer:whatareyoudoing?

Kumkani:findsomeonetobuythisphoneidon't

carehowmuchyousellitfor

Lazer:doyouknowhowmuchthisphonecosts?

Kumkani:doilooklikeicare?Sellthatphone,buy

dinner,anewoutfitforyourgrandmotherandget

alcoholwiththerest

HewentinsidetheroomwhileLazershookhishead



lookingatthephoneandheadedinsideaswell.

BackatthehouseBonganigruntedscratchinghis

headanddialedhiscolleague...

Man:MrJ?

Bongani:ihavejustlostKumkani

Man:whatdoyoumean?

Bongani:(sighed)hiscarjustgotstrippedata

garagetheytookoutthetrackingthedeviceand

nowthebuggingsysteminhisphonehasstopped

working

Man:didtheyhijackhim?

Bongani:nohesoldthecartothegarageiheard

himspeakingtothegarageowneronthephone

Man:that'sbad

Bongani:atleastiknowhe'sinThembisasojust

getafewguystofollowhimaround

Man:whatifhemoves?

Bongani:hisbailconditionsdoesnotallowhimto



leaveGautengprovince

Man:ohokiwillgetmyguysonitrightaway

Bongani:sure

TheyhungupwhileZaneleopenedthedoor

whistlingasBonganiclosedhislaptopgoingtothe

kitchen...

Zanele:hilove

Bongani:yestroublemaker(gotwater)

Zanele:excuseme?

Bongani:whatdoyouwantfrommeZanele

Zanele:stopspeakinginparables

Bongani:Mandla

Zanele:(putherbagdown)ohherantoyou

Bongani:yeswhatdidyouexpect?Howcanyou

eventhreatenmyfriend?

Zanele:(scoffed)friendhesays.Whatfriendsleeps



withyourdaughterandevebimpregnatesher?

Bongani:wespokeaboutthisZaneleandforgave

him

Zanele:speakforyourself

Bongani:wow

Zanele:mydaughterisnomorebecauseofthose

twosotheleasttheycandoisgiveustheirs.Isn't

youalsotookmysonawayfrommewhatdoyou

expectmetodo?

Bongani:noZanele,no.Youaretheonewho

chasedyourowndaughteroutofyourlife,youare

theonewhopushedherintoMandla'sarmsand

Dianne'swrath.Zaneleyouarethereasonourson

isnotinthishouseanymorebecauseifitweren't

foryoubabyinghimandshieldinghimallthetime

wewouldn'tbeheretoday

Zanele:ohsoimtheonlyonetoblameinallofthis

Bongani:youhititonthenailmylove

Zanele:wetheryouguyslikeitornotimgoingto

adoptAlex



Bongani:noyou'renot.Thatwillneverhappen

Zanele:justwaitandwatch

Bongani:thenyouandiwillhavetoseparate

Zanele:excuseme?

Bongani:youheardthatright.YoutakeMandla's

sonawayfrommeyouaregoingtolosemeaswell

Zanele:wowBonganisoyouaregoingtochoosea

friendoveryourwife?

Bongani:thechoiceisactuallyyoursareyougoing

tochoosesenselessvengeanceoveryourhusband

of20years?

Shelookedathimandswallowedwhilehe

swallowedhiswaterwaitingonheranswer...

Zanele:idon'tknowyouanymore

Bongani:neitherdoi(shewentup)andjustsoyou

knowitsMbali'sbirthdaytoday.Youdidn'tforget

didyou?



Shestoppedandswallowedasherheartsankand

continuedtotheirbedroomwhileherhusband

sighedsittingbackdown...

Bongani:thiswoman

AtKennedy'shouse...

Hismothergavehimhispillswhilehecomfortably

satbackonthecouch...

Pontsho:ihaveneverseenasickpersongoingup

anddowntowndoyouthinkyouwillhealontime?

Kennedy:themoreistayinbedthemoreitaketime

tohealsoletmebema

Pontsho:okthenmaybeishouldgobacktoRato's

house



Kennedy:oh?Ithoughtyouwouldlovetostayhere

alittlelongerimeanit'sthesuburbs

Pontsho:nottobemeanbuttheneighbourhoodis

boringimisssomenoiseandseeingpeopleand

theirdrama.Hereigetnothing

Kennedy:ohwowokthenyouwillgoback

tomorrow

Pontsho:good

Kennedy:caniasksomethingthoughma?

Pontsho:yes

Kennedy:whatwouldyoudoifyouweretorn

betweentwopeople?

Pontsho:torn?

Kennedy:asinlovewithtwopeople

Pontsho:youcanneverbeinlovewithtwopeople

Kennedy:welliammaandthat'sbecausetheyboth

bringsomethingdifferenttothetablewhichisa

turnonforme

Pontsho:youarecrazykeyonabiosexualyahao?



Kennedy:(laughed)bisexualmanobiobathong

Pontsho:whateverman.Whatiknowisthere'sno

waythat'spossible

Kennedy:andtomakeitworsetheyareacouple

Pontsho:what!?

Kennedy:iknowmamaiknow

Pontsho:couplehow?

Kennedy:marriedcouple

Pontsho:heelangbasotho,ngwanonao

nkutlwisangmara?(Whatareyousaying)areyou

crazyKennedy?

Kennedy:nobutiminlove.Theotheronewasmy

childhoodcrushandtheotherijustrecentlymet

butiloveherenergy

Pontsho:childhoodcru...childhood...heelang

Kennedyesekeoboobolelakangwanaha

NomayezaleDumisani(ihopeyouarenottalking

aboutBongani)

Kennedy:it'sactuallyhim



Pontsho:nkhutlisetsahaLeratohonajwaletjenaa

(takemebacktoLerato'shouserightnow)

Kennedy:ma

Pontsho:wahlanyaKennedy,areyoucrazy?Those

peoplehavebeenmarriedfor20yearsdoyou

understandthat?Andwhatmakesyouthink

Bonganiislikeyou?

Kennedy:hemightnotbebutwithtimehewould

Pontsho:Kennedyareyouhearingyourself?

Kennedy:eyamama

Pontsho:imgoingbacktoThembisathisimnot

goingtositfor

Kennedy:mamawhatshouldido?

Pontsho:youwanttoknowwhatyoushoulddo?

Kennedy:that'sthewholereasonwhyiaskedyou

isn'tit?

Pontsho:getbackintoyoursenses.Imdone



Shesaidgoingtothebedroomshewassleepingin

whileKennedysighedtakinghisphone.

Atthepolicestation...

Xabaclickedhistongueandclosedtheofficedoor

callinghisbabymama...

Semakaleng:ntatewamoxhosa

Xaba:whenareyoubringingbackmyson?

Semakaleng:forwhat?

Xaba:Semakalengithoughtyouwantedno

disturbancewithyourjobhenceyouwantedmeto

takeJason

Semakaleng:youtakehimnotyourbitches

Xaba:andwheredoyougetoffansweringhis

phone?

Semakaleng:there'sno3yearoldwhoisgoingto



ownaphone,notundermywatch.Ifthatwhoreof

yourswantsababythengiveheroneisn'tthat's

whatyou'regoodat

Xaba:don'tinsultme

Semakaleng:whilebreathingonherrememberthat

youowememaintenancemoney

Xaba:youmustbeondrugs.LookSemakalengi

don'twanttofightwithyouoverJason.Thatchild

startedschoolandhewasdoingsowellnowyou

wanttodraghimdownwithyou?Imnotgoingtolet

youturnmysonintoyourtrashyself

Semakaleng:ohsoketrashMthembu?Imtrashto

you?Whatdidyouseethetimeyoufuckedmeand

gavemeachild?Didyouseethesametrash?

Xaba:mxm,whenshouldicomeformyson?Now

thatyourstupidrelationshiphasendedyouwantto

takehimbackandusehimtomilkmoneyoutofme?

Notthistimearounddeariwantmysonandifit

meansusingthelawagainstyoutogethimtheni

will

Semakaleng:comewithwhateveryouthinkyoucan



comewith,Jasonisnotgoinganywherenearyouor

thatbitchofyours.Jasonbelongswithhisparents

Xaba:youknowthere'snowayonearthweare

goingtogetbacktogethersostop.Thatchild

deservestoliveabetterlife.Bye

Heclickedhistongueandhunguponher.

AttheZulu's...

WithNomayezapackingthemainbedroomandthe

househelperfixingthemsomethingtoeatZulusat

outsidesmoking.Hetookhisphoneandcalledhis

friend...

Lwethu:Zulumyman

Zulu:youshouldsay"Zuluthewealthiestmanin

Africa"(theylaughed)howareyoubuddy

Lwethu:imgood.Yousoundhappy



Zulu:iam,iamit'sbeenanotsosmoothroadbut

herewearebuddyhereweare

Lwethu:iknowright.Whereareyou?

Zulu:atmyhousewejustmovedin

Lwethu:youdidn'twanttowastetimeisee

Zulu:atall

Lwethu:whataboutmenow?

Zulu:yourpositioniswaitingonyou.Lwethuthe

ChiefOperationsOfficer(COO)ofZulutruckinghow

doesthatsound?

Lwethu:amazingbutthenyouknowineedaplace

tostay

Zulu:youknowDumisani'shouse?

Lwethu:yes

Zulu:thatwillbeyourssoon

Lwethu:what?

Zulu:(chuckled)yesmyguy.Imworkinginhaving

hisdaughtersbootedoutthenwebuyit.Sofari



haveconvincedNomayezatosellit

Lwethu:wowthisisamazingnews.Soiwillbe

livinginamansion

Zulu:(laughed)whichCOOlivesina2bedroomed

house?Comeon

Lwethu:ohyesyouarerightbuddyyouareright

Zulu:makesuretobeattheofficialhandingoveron

Fridaybecauseiwillbeintroducingyouaswell

Lwethu:iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld

Zulu:cheersbuddy

Lwethu:cheers

TheyhungupasZulutookapuffandblewoutthe

smoke.Hesighedsittingbackwithasmile...

Zulu:LG,LifeisGood

Hesmiledmoresippingonhisdrink.



AttheJola's...

Zanele:mxm

Shesaidclosingafileshewaslookinginandtook

hertabvideocallingZino...

Zino:MrsJola

Zanele:soyouseriouslyleftmealone?

Zino:imtoooldtobelivingwithmysisterZanele

comeon

Zanele:whatimisupposedtobewithoutyou?

Zino:it'snotlikeimdeadZeecomeon

Zanele:butican'thelpandthinkihavelostyoufor

good

Zino:norememberwhatwepromisedoneanother

Zanele:isitbecauseitoldBonganithetruth?



Zino:thatthrewmeoffalittlebutimkindofrelieved

thatheknows

Zanele:iwastiedinacorner

Zino:that'swhyisayiunderstandtherewasno

howyoucouldlietohimanymore

Zanele:nowidon'tevenknowwhereKumkaniis

Zino:apartofmethinksBonganididgoodthough

Zanele:noZino

Zino:yesZanele,clearlyKumkanitakesafteryouhe

doesn'twanttolistensomaybethistimearoundhe

willlearnwhatBonganiwastryingtoprotecthim

from.Don'tstressKumkaniwillbefinetrustme

Zanele:butthat'smybabyican'tsitbackandwatch

himdrownwhileimstillalive

Zino:stopbeingselfishandstopshieldingKumkani

Zaneleplease

Zanele:andnowhe'sbusygivingmeultimatums

Zino:whatultimatums?

Zanele:iwenttoMandlaandtoldhimiwantto



adoptAlex,hetoldBonganinowBonganisaysit's

eitheriletgooftheadoptionorhedivorcesme

Zino:comeonnowZanelereally?

Zanele:thesepeoplekilledmydaughter

Zino:butyouguysspokeaboutthiswhyareyou

hurtingMandlanow?Thepersonyoushouldbe

focusingonisDianne

Zanele:that'sthewholereasonwhyimdoingthis,i

wanthertofeelthepainoflosingachild

Zino:youreallycanshockmeattimesandI'm

honestlynotgoingtogetinvolvedinthisone.Ihave

myownfirestoputoutnowbutwhaticansayis

thatyouwouldn'twanttoloseyourhusbandof20

yearsnowdoyou?

Zanele:ofcoursenotZinoyouknowhowmuchi

feelaboutBongani.Iwoulddoanythingforthat

manbuthedoesn'twanttounderstandthatim

doingthisforus,forMbali

Zino:bewisebabes.Ihaveacallcomingthrough

let'stalklater



Zanele:ok

Shehungupandsighedsittingbackwhilebythe

studydoorBonganisighedandshookhishead

goingbacktothediningtable.

InLeeTrucking...

AbusyNombulelosighedasherphonedisrupted

her...

Nombulelo:Vulaimbusy

Nomvula:it'slunchtimeLelo

Nombulelo:rememberiwasn'tintheofficeon

MondayandTuesdaysothere'salottocatchupon.

What'sup?

Nomvula:iwantedtotalktoyouaboutthehouse

Nombulelo:whathouse?



Nomvula:ourhouse

Nombulelo:whataboutit?

Nomvula:don'tyouthinkit'samemoryweshould

letgoofnow?

Nombulelo:excuseme?Youwantustogetridofa

houseourfatherbuiltforus?

Nomvula:hebuiltitforhiswifenowhe'snomore

andmomismarriedandstayinginhermarital

homenow.

Nombulelo:whataboutus?

Nomvula:weareadultsnow,Bonganihastwo

houses,ijustgotminesoyoushouldgetyoursas

well.Youareworkingnowandearningwellsoyou

shouldbeabletoaffordyourownspace

Nombulelo:imnotgettingridofthathouse.You

guyscanbuyhousesallyouwant.Icanbuymyself

oneaswellbutimnotgettingridofmyfather's

house

Nomvula:whowillbestayinginit?

Nombulelo:iwouldratherrentitouttotelevision



productionhouses,buttosellit?Hellnosishellno

Nomvula:(sighed)comeonLelo

Nombulelo:that'smywordandit'sfinal.Wewill

involveBonganiinthismattershouldneedbe.Iwill

onlyagreetoitbeingsoldifimoutvoted

Nomvula:okiwillcontacthimsothatwemeetand

talkaboutthis

Nombulelo:good.Now,canigobacktomyheapof

work

Nomvula:yeah,bye

Nombulelo:(hungupandscoffed)getridofwhat

yourfatherbuiltfromscratch?Hellnothatcan

neverbeme.Yesdadwasnotperfectbutonething

hedidrightwasmakesurethatwewerewelloff

andtheywanttoustogetridoftheonlymemoryof

himleft?Notsogoingtobeme.

Atthehospital...



ThedoctorcarefullytookoutSamkelo'swombasa

nursetookitandputitinabucket.Hestitchedher

upandcleanedhersmiling...

Dr:asuccessfuloperationitwas.Nowshe'sfree

fromthecancerdemon

Nurse:(smiled)imgladitwasdetectedbefore...

Theyallfrozeasthemachinesstartedtobeep

louder...

Dr:what'sgoingon?Checktheorganmonitor

(nursedid)

Nurse:herbloodpressureisrisingdoctorweneed

totakeitbackdown

Dr:goshthisisnotgood.Goandgetme50gof

adrenalinnow!

ThenurserushedoutsidewhileSamkelostarted



seizuring...

Nurse2:hertemperatureisdramaticallydropping

doctor

Dr:thiscan'tbehappening.MrsDlomopleasestay

withus

Hesaidcheckinghereyesandtheywereturning

yellow...

Dr:dammit!

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Thenurserushedinwiththeadrenalininjectionas

thedoctorquicklyinjectedher.Theseizuringslowly

stoppedastheorganmonitorbeepingwentdown

slowlyaswell...

Dr:goodnessmewealmostlosther

Nurse:itwasaclosecall

Dr:butimgladwesavedherontime

Nurse:iknowrightyoh

Nurse2:docwehaveasituation

Dr:(frowned)whatisit?

Nurse2:herwoundisbleeding

Dr:what?

Hequicklytookanotherpairofglovesandchecked

herout...



Dr:damn.Increasehersedativewith50gihaveto

cutheragain.(Nurse1fixedit)switchonthe

screenandthelightonandgetmeapairof

scissors

TheydidasdirectedwhilehecarefullycutSamkelo

openagain.Helookedupatthemonitorlookingfor

whatcouldbewrongashespottedaneedle...

Dr:wealmostkilledapersoninasurgeryshewas

definitelygoingtosurvive.Howdidthisgetlodged

inhere

Nurse:ihavenoidea

Dr:imsosorryMrsDlomo

Hesaidcarefullytakingouttheneedleandthen

stitchedheruponemoretime...



Dr:getheranotherkgofbloodsheneedssome

Nurse:okdoctorletmegocallthelab

Thenurseleftwhilehefinishedandcleanedherup

again.Theydecidedtomonitorherforanextra10

minutes.Assoonastheynoticednotroubling

changetheytookheroutofthesurgeryroomtoICU

asthedoctorcalledSbu...

Sbu:doctorihavebeenwaitingforyourcallwhat

tookyousolong?

Dr:goodeveningMrDlomoihopeyouaredoing

good

Sbu:iwillbegoodonceiknowmywifeisok

Dr:theoperationwasasuccessMrDlomo

Sbu:(sighedoutofrelief)thankyouLord

Dr:therewasabitofcomplicationshencethedelay

buticanassureyoueverythingisok

Sbu:complications?Ihopemywifedoesn'thave



anyotherscarycondition

Dr:nonoitsnotthatMrDlomoitwasnothingmajor

hencewemanagedtoattendtoit

Sbu:good.Whencaniseeher?

Dr:wehaveputherinICUrightnowbutyoucan

cometomorrow

Sbu:ICU?(Mandlafrowned)

Dr:yesit'sjusttomakesureeverythingisok.We

can'ttakeapersontoageneralwardjustaftera

surgery

Sbu:ohok.Tomorrowthendoctorthankyouso

much

Dr:thepleasureisallmine.Goodnight

TheyhungupasSbusatbackandsighedoutof

reliefagain...

Mandla:ibelieveallwentwell



Sbu:yepitdid.Mywifeisfinallyfreeofthecancer

manyohispentthedayworriedtheyevenasked

metocomebackhomeatworkbecauseiwasso

distracted

Mandla:(chuckled)youaresuchababy

Theylaughedandwatchedtheirgame.

AttheJola's...

AfterhisshowerBonganicamedownthestairsand

foundZaneleonthecouchwatchingafootball

gameeatingpopcorns.Hetooktheremoteand

switchedthetvoffsittingdown...

Zanele:imwatching

Bongani:weneedtotalkZanele

Zanele:thereasonwhyimwatchingfootballis

becauseimtiredoftalkingBonganiweneverreach



commonground

Bongani:thatisthewholereasonwhyiwantusto

havethisconversation.Iwanttoknowwhoyouare

Zanele:itsbeen21yearssincewemetBongani

whatisitthatyoudon'tknowaboutme?

Bongani:firstofallineverknewyouhaditinyouto

takesomeone'ssouloutoftheirbody

Zanele:wellthereyouhaveitnowhubbyyourwife

iscapableofmurder

Bongani:anditsitswellwithyou?

Zanele:yes

Bongani:how?

Zanele:iwastaughttoalwaysgoforwhat'smine

andneverletanythingstandinmyway

Bongani:sokillingpeopleisgoingforwhat'syours?

Zanele:thepeopleihavekilledweretoprotectmy

family.Howmanytimesshoulditellyouthis?

Bongani:iunderstandZanelebutkillingisneverthe

answer.Itoocankillwithoutthinkingtwice



Zanele:ohsoyoucansitthereandjudgemewhile

wearethesameperson?Talkaboutattractingyour

type

Bongani:canifinish?

Zanele:goon

Bongani:icankillwithoutthinkingtwicebutim

obligedtothinktwicebecauseihaveafamily,

peopleicareabout,peoplewhoicangototheends

oftheworldtomakesuretheyaresafebutonce

someonedeliberatelylandsthemselvesinapitof

fireiletthemburntoknowtheconsequencesof

theirstupidactions.Iknowafterburningfromthat

firetheywillknowthatsomethingsaren'tworthit.

Therearerisksyoucantakeknowingtheywillbe

worthyourwhileinfutureandtherearerisksyou

justcan'ttake.WhatisKumkanigoingtoreapfrom

bombinganATMandsellingdrugs?Nothing,sohe

threwhimselfinthatfireandashisparentswe

shouldlethimburnbecausewewanthimtobea

responsibleadultright?Yes.Imdonewiththatone,

nowlet'sattendyourloveforrevenge,whydoyou

valueitsomuch?



Zanele:iwantpeopletounderstandthatwhatyou

dotosomeonecanbedonetoyouaswell

Bongani:andyouarenotafraidthatitcouldturn

intoacycle?Lookatthedrugpeopleforexample.

Kumkanistolefromthem,youkilledtheirpeople,

theyalmostwipedthewholefamilyonMonday,

knowingNombuleloandZinotheywouldhave

wantedtorevengeaswellasKumkaniisthathow

youwantuslivelove?

Zanele:no

Bongani:let'sgoforMandla'ssituation,wespoketo

himcametoanagreementallofasuddenyouslap

himwithadoptionpapers.MandladidnotkillMbali,

helovedMbali,asdirtyasitlookedinalotofus

eyeswecan'tdenythatfact.HowdoyoufeelMbali

wouldfeelifyouhurtthepersonsheloved?You

wanthertobemoreangrierwithyou?

Zanele:nobut...

Bongani:butnothing.Whatyouhavedoneto

Dianneisenoughshe'ssufferingasitissoleave

MandlaandAlexoutofthis



Zanele:howdoyouknowaboutDianne?

Bongani:afteryoutoldmeeverythingiremembered

thediarrhoeasagathathappenedatprisonand

rememberedthatyouwereonthekitchendutythat

Saturday.Youalwayspicksomeonetogoonyour

behalfbutthatdayyouwent.Why?Toplotagainst

Dianne.

Zanele:oh

Bongani:immoresmarterthanyouthinkmylove.

Wedidn'tjustgetmarriedbecauseofourfeelingsit

wasbecausewethinkaliketheonlydifferencewe

haveishowwewanttoraiseourchildrenwhichi

hopeyouwillconsider

Zanele:isee

Bongani:arethereanymoredeadbodiesyouare

nottellingmeabout?

Zanele:(swallowed)no

Bongani:ok.Fromnowonifthere'saproblemin

thishouseweinformoneanotherontimeok

Zanele:ok



Bongani:soyouwon'tgothroughwiththeadoption

messright?

Zanele:iwon't

Bongani:goodgirl.(Hekissedhercheek)youcan

watchyourgame

Shesighedandswitchedthetvbackonasher

phonereportedamessage...

Bongani:everythingok?

Zanele:Kumkani'sdrugshadtolandyesterdaybut

theyhaven't.Iaskedsomeonetogofetchthemso

thaticouldgetridofthem

Bongani:(sighed)heobviouslychangedtheroute

Zanele:howbecauseiblockedeveryunknown

numberfromcontactinghim?

Bongani:there'semailshoneyandhecanuse

someoneelse'sphone(rubbedhisforhead)thisboy

isgoingtobeaproblembutimnotgoingtogiveup



untilheseesthelight

Zanele:sowhatdowedo?

Bongani:welethimbe.Hesoldhiscarand

changednumbers

Zanele:when?

Bongani:earlier.Wewerebothtoobusytotalk

aboutit

Zanele:(sighed)imgettingworried

Bongani:don'tworryjustleaveeverythingtomeifi

needyourhelpiwillletyouknow

Zanele:ok

Bongani:don'tstayuptoolate

Hekissedheragainandwentbackupwhileshesat

backcontemplatingwethertocallZinoornot.Her

mindtoldhertocallherbutshesighedand

switchedoffthetvgoingtoherman.



THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AtLerato's...

Shesmiledcomingoutofherroomandhungher

backpackontheotherchair...

Lerato:itsmellsamazinginhere

Pontsho:goodmorningmybaby

Lerato:morningma.Onethingiloveaboutyouis

thatiknoweverymorningmeanswakingupto

goodfood

Pontsho:getoutofhere.Didyousleepgood?

Lerato:yeahandyou?

Pontsho:kebatlahohuhlelahae(iwanttogoback

home)

Lerato:whatchangednowma?Ithoughtyouwere

hereforgood



Pontsho:imdonewiththiscity.Thiscityhas

changedyouchildrenintosomethingelseandi

havehadenough

Lerato:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Pontsho:yourbrother.Whofallsinlovewitha

marriedcouple?

Lerato:(frowned)what?

Pontsho:horekehuhlelemonaKennedyoitsentho

enngweemakatsanghampehonna(formeto

comebackhereKennedytoldmesomething

shocking)

Lerato:whatisit?

Pontsho:hesayshe'sinlovewithZaneleand

Bongani

Lerato:(choked)excuseme?

Pontsho:kerayabonabahaJola(imeantheJola's)

Lerato:mamawhatareyousaying?

Pontsho:morahohahonjwetsahoreoratabannale

basadiorayaabatlahoetsaonamanyalaana



(aftertellingmethathe'sbisexualhewantedtodo

thiskindofnonsense)

Lerato:doesheevenknowthekindofpeoplethose

peopleare?Let'sstartthere,weareinvestigating

thatfamilyatworkandsecondlywhatkindofdirtis

that?

Pontsho:ketsonatsengwanaaka.Yourbrotherhas

shockedmesoijustwanttogobacktomyhouse

andliveinpeace

Lerato:nomayou'renotgoinganywhere.Youare

oldyouneedtobewithsomeone.Ifitmeans

helpingyougetKennedybackintohissensesiwill.

Whofallsinlovewithacouplewhoarecriminalsat

that?Kennedyismadthatisnotgoingtohappen

notundermywatch

Pontsho:goodluckmychild

Leratoscoffedshakingherheadandcontinuedto

eat.



Atarestaurant...

ZanelesmiledtakingherseatasSimmonesmiled

atheraswell...

Simmone:goodmorningMrsJ

Zanele:morninglove,howareyoudoing?

Simmone:imwonderful.Haveyouspokentoour

instructor?

Zanele:yeahhewillbefinewithtime

Simmone:yeahhey.Soaren'tyousupposedtobe

attheoffice?

Zanele:Iworkfromhomeloveplusihave

managerssoidon'thavealotofworktodo.My

onlyjobistoworkonreports

Simmone:ohisee

Zanele:soyouwanttoopenaboutiqueyousaid

Simmone:ohyesidosoiwantedtoknowhowto



goaboutitandithinkyouaretherightpersonto

help

Zanele:awwimhonouredshame.Sowhatexactly

doyouwanttoknow?

Simmone:firstofalliwanttoknowwhatittakesto

besuccessfuliknowthebasicsijustwant

somethingprofound

Zanele:(scoffed)whatmakesyouthinkthere'sany

otherformula?

Simmone:noonebecomesassuccessfulasyouby

knowingthebasiccomeonMrsJ

Zanele:welliusedthebasictogettowhereiam

now.Allyouhavetodoisbelieveinyourselfand

neverallowpeopletoputyoudown.Goforevery

opportunityyousee,youstumble,yougetupand

moveon

Simmone:butwhatifpeoplestandinyourwayand

doeverythingpossibletoblockyou?

Zanele:likeisaiddon'tallowyourselftobeput

downmylovewhenamosquitostartsannoyingyou



whatdoyoudo?

Simmone:endit'slife

Zanele:youwillseehowyouinterpretthat

Simmone:waitsoyouhave...(lookedaroundand

whispered)killedbeforetogetridofastumbling

block?

Zanele:(chuckled)unfortunatelyihaven't

Simmone:unfortunately,sothatmeansgivenan

opportunityyouwould?

Zanele:(clearedherthroat)letmegoaskfor

somethingatthefront

Simmone:ohok

ZanelesniffedgoingtothefrontwhileSimmone

smiledlookingatherfromdownupandpressedher

phone.AsZanelereachedthefrontsheturnedto

theirtableandlookedatSimmonewithafrownon

herface...



Supervisor:hello,ma'am?

AttheStation...

LeratowenttoMolao'sofficeafterrealisingthat

Xabawasnotin...

Molao:justthepersonihavebeenlookingfor.Have

aseat

Lerato:ohok,didyousendXabasomewhere?

Molao:noheaskedforadayoff

Lerato:Why?

Molao:he'snotfeelingwell

Lerato:justbecausehe'sdatingsomeonewhohas

moneyhenowthinksthisjobischild'splay

Molao:comeondetectiveiknowyoucan'tstand

Zinobutcuttheguysomeslackhe'sinlove

Lerato:withacriminalandthat'sactuallyconflictof



interestMolaoweshouldwritetothegeneraland

tellhimaboutthis

Molao:calmdownDetectiveit'snotourbusinessto

choosewhohedatesornot

Lerato:butweareinvestigatingthispersoncolonel

nextthingfileswillbemissing

Molao:speakingofthem,iminformedthatthey

settledtheirbailafewminutesago.R200Kwonke

Lerato:mxm(Molaolaughed)honestlyspeakingi

can'tstandthosepeople

Molao:iknowtheygetunderaperson'sskin.

Lerato:anywaywhyareyoulookingforme?

Molao:ineedyoutoorganisesomeundercover

officerstostartlookingintoKumkani.Itoldyou

abouttheladywhosaysshewasabouttobusthim

outandherbrothergotkilledright?

Lerato:yes

Molao:yeah.Sogetafewguysforthejobifit'strue

thenwewillstartinvestivatingZaneleJola



Lerato:marathiswomankeepsslippingthrough

ourfingersneh?RemembertheLeetruckingstory

(theylaughed)

Molao:iknowbutonedayisonedayitwillallcome

crumblingdown

Lerato:trustmeiwouldbethehappiestofficerever

iwouldevenresign(theylaughed)

Molao:gobacktoworkandohtheoldwomanisno

longersuingus,arrestingZinoreallyhelped

Lerato:that'sgood.Haveagreatdayok

Molao:youtoomylove(Leratosmiled)getready

tonightiwanttotakeyououtsofindanicedressok

Lerato:ohokyessiriwill

Molao:somesugartogetmegoing?

TheylaughedasLeratoplantedasoftkissonhis

lipsandwentbacktoherofficewhilehestarted

working.



AtJola'sI-tech...

Hisofficedooropenedashelookedupandsmiled...

Bongani:myguy,comeonin

Man:thanksbuddy

Bongani:good?

Man:morethangood

Bongani:wannasharethegoodness?

Man:ofcourse(theychuckled)ihavefoundhim

Bongani:youlie

Man:serious,ihavefoundhimbuthe'snotata

hospital

Bongani:ohreally?

Man:yeptheyaretreatinghimfromhomebutit's

honestlynotgoodtheyaregoingtoenduptaking

himbacktothehospital

Bongani:whatiftheylethimdie?Theyknowthe



policearelookingforhim

Man:thatiswhyithinkweshouldusethat

opportunity

Bongani:actaspolicemen?

Man:yes

Bongani:butwemightneedbackupwhatifthose

peoplestartshooting?

Man:iwillorganizemyguysfromKZNanda

uniform

Bongani:wonderfulifwecangethimthenwewill

beset

Man:ohyes.Howfarwithyourson?

Bongani:he'sstilluntraceablebutthere'sthisother

oddlookingfriendofhishelivesinThembisasoi

wanttolookforhim.Mywifesayssheblockedall

thenumberstocontacthimandeveryonewhocalls

himtheircalldivertstohersoiwanttocheckifthe

guyevercalledthenaftergettinghisnumberwe

tracehim

Man:goodidea.Letmenotkeepyouwewilltalk



onceeverythingissetonmysideneh

Bongani:awesome

Theysmiledastheguyleft.MeanwhileinThembisa,

Kumkanipumpedupsomemusicparkinginfrontof

Lazer'sgrandmother'syardandcameoutwith

shoppingbagsastheoldwomanlookedathimwith

herhandsonherwaist...

Kumkani:(whistled)fatherChristmasishere

everyoneho-ho-ho-ho

Lazer:dudewhatareyoudoing?Areyoucrazy

peoplearestarringatyou

Kumkani:youloveit?Mynewbabybuddy

Lazer:forgetaboutthecarlet'stalkaboutthenoise

Kumkani:nolet'stalkaboutyoursenseoffashion

infactihaveafewthingsforyouthatha

Hechuckledgivinghimafewshoppingbagswhile



Lazerfrownedlookingatthem...

Kumkani:ahmagrizawam,myfavoriteoldladyhow

wouldiforgetyou?Igotyouafewnicenicethings

mama

Oldlady:awwmtanam,thankyousomuch

Kumkani:kubongaminamama(thepleasureisall

mine)

Lazer:reallyKumkaniyouboughtmeanewphone?

Kumkani:ofcourse.Weareelevatingmybrotherso

thatmeansthelifestyleisupgrading.Ialsogotyou

anewsimcardsogetridofthatoldthingandgeton

withthetimesmyboy(hechuckled)

Lazer:thisiscrazy

Kumkani:nowhat'scrazyisthatineedyouguysto

packyourthingsbecausewearemovingtoournew

house

Lazer:what!?

Kumkani:mamayouwanttoliveinabighouse



right?

Oldwoman:ohyesmyboy

Lazer:nomawait.Kumkaniwhat'sgoingon?

Kumkani:imaliingenilebaba

Lazer:butweneedtobecarefulKumkaniwhatif

thesepeoplestartsniffingaround?

Kumkani:wherewilltheyfindus?Mamagopack

yourclothesihavecalledsomepeopletocomeand

collecteverythingtoournewhousewhilewego

chillatahotel

Oldwoman:(smiled)areyouserious

Kumkani:ohyesmama

SheululatedgoingintothehousewhileKumkani

smiledfollowingher.Lazershookhisheadand

followedthemtoo.

InRockville...



Simmonewhistledgoingintoherhusband'soffice

ashesmiledlookingupather...

Ndlovu:iknowthatwhistle.Outwithitmylove

Simmone:(smiledsittingonhislap)notonlyisyour

wifeaprettyfaceshecanalsodiginformationout

ofanenemywithoutanenemyseeing

Ndlovu:yesbaby?

Simmone:she'sdefinitelycapableofkillingandshe

killedthosetwoidiots

Ndlovu:that'smygirlbutwearesufferingmylove.

Wearestilllosingcustomers

Simmone:what!?

Ndlovu:iwantyoutogetmehermother

Simmone:okloveiwillgetonit

Ndlovu:thankyoubabeandwelldone

Simmone:youdon'tneedtocongratulatememy



loveimdoingthisforus

Ndlovu:(smiled)andagoodwomandeservesa

greatreward

Simmone:ohyeshoney

Ndlovu:clue,wearyourlittleredsexynumber

tonight

Simmone:(smiled)iseewhatyouaretryingtodo

Shechuckledkissinghimandstoodupleavingas

hespankedher.Theylaughedandassheclosed

thedoorbehindherhesighed...

Ndlovu:ZaneleJolayoudon'tplayinNdlovu's

territoryandthinkiwilljustletyoube.Myterritory

isnotafreedomsquare(hetookhisphoneand

madeacall)

Man:boss

Ndlovu:finishhimoffhe'snotimportant

Man:onitboss



Hehungupandlithiscigar.

AtZino'shouse...

ThefurnituretruckdroveinsidewhilesheandXaba

smiledlookingon.Shepressedthegateremoteto

closeasSemakalengwalkedinwithJason...

Semakaleng:woah,butlepelengwanetshobutle

(waitdearwait)

Xaba:(frownedwithhislipscurved)what?

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Jason:mama!

HeexcitedlyrantoZinowholaughedandpicked

himupkissinghimalloverandticklinghimwhile

XabablockedSemakaleng'sway...

Semakaleng:andthenwena?

Xaba:whatareyoudoinghereSemakalengand

howdidyouevenfindthisplace?

Semakaleng:ihavemywayshoney.Nicehouse.

Sorry,darlingpleaseputmysondown

Xaba:don'tmindherlovepleaseexcuseus?

Zino:ohok.Wantsomeicecream?

Jason:ohyes.Wowyouhaveabighouseiloveit

Zino:waituntilyouseeyourroommyboy



Theylaughedgoinginsidewhilebythegatethetaxi

mansoundedhishorn...

Semakaleng:ohthat'sourtaxiheneedstobepaid

Xaba:whydon'tyoupayhim?

Man:ladyidon'thaveallday

Semakaleng:youheardhim

ShesaidfoldingherarmswhileXabasighedand

wenttothegateshakinghishead.Hepaidtheman

ashegavehimSemakaleng'sbagsandtookoff

leavingXabathereshocked...

Xaba:Semakalengwhatisallthis?

Semakaleng:ourbagsofcourse

Xaba:whatdoyoumeanour?

Semakaleng:mineandJason's



Xaba:whatareyoursdoinghere?

Semakaleng:arewegoingtostandouthereoryou

aregoingtoshowmemyroom?Thisisanice

housethough.WelldoneMrXaba(shesmiled)

Xaba:youcan'tbehere

Semakaleng:wellimalreadyhere

Xaba:whatareyoudoinghereSemakaleng?

Semakaleng:imheretostartanewlifewithmyson

andmyman

Xaba:man?

Semakaleng:youofcoursewhoelsewouldibe

talkingabout?

Xaba:excuseme?Ihaveagirlfriend

Semakaleng:imthemotherofyourchild

Xaba:so?

Semakaleng:weareboundtobetogetherforgood

Xaba:youmustbecrazy,pleasetakeyourbagsand

gobacktowhereyoucamefrom



Semakaleng:imthirstyineedsomethingtodrink

ShesaidgoinginsidewhileXabasighedshaking

hisheadfollowingherinside...

Semakaleng:ohwownicefurnituremyloveyou

havetaste

Zino:thankyou

Semakaleng:iwasn'ttalkingtoyoudearimtalking

tomyhusband

Xaba:hu...what?

Semakaleng:yesit'sonlyamatteroftimethenwe

tietheknotmyloveisn'tit?

Xaba:Semakalengyoumustbecrazy.Canyou

pleasego

Semakaleng:gowhere?Idon'tknowanyonehere

besidesyoulove

Xaba:wellyouhavenoplacehere



Semakaleng:there'splentyofroomhere.Lala

pleasegetmeaglassofjuice(threwherselfonthe

newcouch)socomfy

Xaba:noyouarenotgoingtodothat,Semakaleng

getupandleave

Zino:itsokXabathere'splentyofroomhere

anyway

Xaba:noZinoshecan'tbehere

Semakaleng:Jayyouseeyourdadiskickingme

out?

Jason:(toZino)facefreeze

Hesaidgrinningwithicecreamalloverhisfaceas

theyburstintolaughter...

Zino:letmegetyourmomherjuiceandattendto

you

Jason:youaremymom

Semakaleng:(scoffed)yeahright



Zino:nobabaimyourauntshe'syourmom

Jason:butsheneverdoesanythingniceforme

Zino:okletmegoshowyouyourroom.Loveplease

getyourvisitorthejuice

Xaba:there'snojuiceshewillbedrinkingshe's

leaving

Zino:comebaba

Shesaidputtinghimonhershoulderandtickled

himgoingupashelaughed...

Jason:byeSemakaleng

Xaba:youheardthechild

Semakaleng:sothisgirlofyours,issherudeor

what?Where'smyjuice?Andwheredoessheget

offcallingyouloveinfrontofme?

Xaba:becausesheandiareanitemandyouneed

toleave



Semakaleng:imnotgoinganywherewithoutmy

son

Xaba:buthejustsaidbyetoyouclearlyhedoesn't

wantyou

Semakaleng:ifigoimgoingwithhimandyouwill

neverseehimagain

Xaba:youaredelusional

Semakaleng:andyouheardyourlittle

makhwaphenithere'senoughroomheresogetme

myjuice

Shesaidtakingthetvremoteafterthetechnicians

finishedinstallingeverthingwhileXabashookhis

headgoingtothekitchen.

Atthehospital...

Withabunchofwhiteroses,twohugeballoonsand

asnackbasket,Sbuwalkedinwithasmileas



Samkelosmiledbackaswell...

Sbu:mybaby

Samkelo:(softly)hilove

Sbu:(puteverythingdown)howareyoufeeling?

Samkelo:iminpainbutiwillbefine

Sbu:shouldn'ttheygiveyoupainkillersor

something?

Samkelo:theyjustgavemeabitofthemsothe

painiminismuchbetterthancomparedtotheonei

couldbefeelingiftheydidn'tgivemethelittlethey

did

Sbu:oklove.Sonomorecancer?

Samkelo:(smiled)nomorecancerbabe

Sbu:(kissedhercheek)icouldn'tbehappier.You

shouldhaveseenmeyesterdayiwassorestless

Samkelo:knowingyouibetyouevenskippedwork

Sbu:(laughed)nobuttheyhadtosendmeback



homebecauseicouldn'tfocus

Samkelo:whatwouldyoudoifidiedbeforeyou

though?

Sbu:yohloveiwouldaskGodtotakemewithyou.

Mylifeisincompletewithoutyou.Ievenaskedyour

sistertocomeoverlastnightbecauseifeltlikethe

housewassoemptywithmealone

Samkelo:awwsorrymylovebutfromhereimnever

leavingyouok

Sbu:ohyesbecauseyouwillbeafulltimemom

Samkelo:huh?

Sbu:theyounggirlwhohasgivenusherbabyto

adoptgavebirthearlythismorning

Samkelo:(smiled)areyouserious?

Sbu:yesshegavebirthtoabeautifulbabygirlhere

isherpicture

Samkelo:(tearfullysmiled)awwlookatthoselittle

fingers.Mommy'slittleprincess

Sbu:ohyes.Youarehealedandwegotblessed



withagiftwehavebeenlongingfor

Samkelo:sonohiccupsright?Shewon'tbecoming

backtousinfuturesayingshewantsherchild?

Sbu:nopethestateandourlawyermadesure

everythingransmoothly.Likeweagreedshewill

alwaysvisiteveytimeshehasachanceto

Samkelo:goodbecausethelastthingiwantisfor

hertoagreetousadoptingherchildthenshe

changeshermindagain

Sbu:shehasguaranteedthatshewon'tgiveusany

problemsaslongaswegivethebeautifulgirlthe

lifeshedeserves

Samkelo:awesome.Sowhencanwegether?

Sbu:fromhereimgoingtotakeherhomewithme

Samkelo:imhavingFOMOrightnow

Sbu:(laughed)don'tworryloveyouaregoingtofind

herwhenyoucomehome.Unfortunatelyshecan't

visitthissideofthehospital

Samkelo:bacteriasandallbutwillyoumanage

babe?



Sbu:yoursisteristheretohelploveandiputinmy

leaveatwork

Samkelo:ohwonderful.Hercrib?

Sbu:theguysareworkingonitaswespeak

Samkelo:ok.Goshimdyingtoholdherinmyarms.

MyMessiahSisandaDlomo

Shesmiledlookingatthepictureonemoretime

whileSbuopenedthesnackbasketandtheyhadit

together.

AtJola'sI-tech...

ZaneleopenedBongani'sdoorwithoutknockingas

hefrownedlookingupandsatback...

Bongani:MrsJola

Zanele:sorryforthrowingmyselfinlikethis



Bongani:it'sok.Areyouok?Youlookabitthrown

off

Zanele:somethingweirdjusthappened

Bongani:what?

Zanele:ithinkimighthavesoldmyselfouttoa

stranger

Bongani:ok,calmdownandstartfromthetop

Zanele:(sighed)maybeimreadingtoomuchintoit

butthere'sthisladyimetatthegymthelasttimei

wentthere.HernameisSimmoneNdlovu.Shetold

mehowshelookeduptomebecauseofmy

successandwouldlikemetomentorher.We

exchangednumbersafteragreeingtoitanddecided

tomeetsometimewhichhappenedtobetoday.We

metandspokeandshewassoadmantinto

knowinghowimadeitthisfar.Itoldherthatiused

thebasicinformationilearnedfromschoolbutshe

wantedmetodigdeeperandislippedoutandused

theannoyingmosquitoparableandsheaskedmeif

ihadkilledbefore

Bongani:whatdidyousay?



Zanele:itoldherthatunfortunatelyihavenever

beeninasituationtodoso.Sheunderlinedthe

wordunfortunatelyandaskedifiwoulddosogiven

theopportunity

Bongani:andwhatdidyousay?

Zanele:idecidedtostepawayabitandrealised

thatshecouldbediggingforinformation.Imean

whywouldshebeinterestedinthekillingpart?

Bongani:youcouldberightshemightbelooking

forinformationbecauseatthisjuncturewecan't

trustnooneandtheonlysafewaytoknowifweare

safeistolookintoher.What'shernameagain?

Zanele:SimmoneNdlovuwithdoublem

Bonganitypedonhiscomputerasinformation

abouthercamethrough...

Bongani:marriedtoPallanceNdlovuaveryweird

lookingmanishouldsay.(Turnedthecomputerto

her)whatwouldbethefirstthingthatcomesin



yourmindwhenyoulayyoureyesonhim?

Zanele:athug

Bongani:definitely

Zanele:youthinkhecouldbetheonewhosent

those6guysourway?

Bongani:yesandno.Imsayingnobecausethere

arepeoplewholooklikethugsbuttheyaren't

Zanele:butwecan'tcrosshimout

Bongani:definitely,thatiswhyimgoingtoputmore

eyesonhim.Ontheotherhandmakesureyouplay

intoSimmone'shandsbutbecarefulofwhatyou

dishout

Zanele:okthaticando.Wealsoneedtoupsecurity

ineveryhome

Bongani:iwillhavethatsortedout.Youknowwhat.

InviteSimmonefordinnerandaskhertocomewith

herhusband

Zanele:areyousure?

Bongani:yeahiwanttosusshimupabit.The



closerwehavethemthebetter

Zanele:okimonit

Bongani:awesome.Iwasonmywayoutimgoing

tomeetwithmysisters

Zanele:thehouseissue?

Bongani:yeah

Zanele:okbesmartaboutitpleaseandbeneutral

don'ttakesides

Bongani:there'stakingsidesandthere'sstanding

uptothetruth

Zanele:allthebest

Bongani:plans?

Zanele:iwanttomeetupwithZinothenpreparefor

thedinnerifsheagreestocomeover

Bongani:ok.Didyouhearthegoodnewsabout

Samkelo?

Zanele:yeahandiheardaboutthebabyaswell

Bongani:ican'tbelievetheykeptitfromus



Zanele:imhappyforthemshame

Theychuckledleaving.

Atthehotel...

Whiletheoldwomanwasgettingamassagethe

youngladsdecidedtochillatthepoolsidewith

Lazerstudyinghisnewphone...

Kumkani:youaresoldisee

Lazer:it'sanicephoneidon'twanttolie

Kumkani:yeah.Thisisourlifefromnowon.

Lazer:butimstillabituncomfortablewiththismy

guy

Kumkani:why?

Lazer:peoplearegoingtowonderwhereyougetso

muchmoney



Kumkani:myparentsarerichLazercomeon

Lazer:whatiftheydiscoverthatyouandyour

parentsarenotingoodterms?

Kumkani:youaretheonlyonewhoknowsthissoit

willbeonyou

Lazer:youknowiwouldneversellyououtbutyou

neverknowwhoislookingintoyourlifebruh.What

ifthoseguyscomebackagainandyouhave

magrizainyourmessnow

Kumkani:Lazercanyoupleasesitbackandenjoy

thebenefitsofyourhardwork?Implanningtobuya

fuelingstationfranchisetouseitasafront.Iwillbe

makingyoupartownerthenyouwillstartspending

becauseifyoustartspendingnowthat'swhen

peoplewillstartsnoopingaround

Lazer:atleastyouhaveabitofbrillianceinyou

Kumkani:dudeimnotafool.Ididn'tgetstraight

distinctionsfornothingatschool.Imbookand

streetsmartjustthatmyparentsarenarrow

mindedbutiwillshowthemthatadruglordcan

makeitinreallifeitsnotjustfiction



Lazer:weshallseeastimegoesmyguy.Sohow

soonwillyougetthefranchise?

Kumkani:ihavealreadycontactedtherightpeople

soconstructionwillbestartingsoon

Lazer:ohok

Kumkani:cheerstothegoodlife?

Lazer:cheers

Theysmiledclickingtheirglassesandcontinuedto

planaheadwhilehavingtheirdrinks.

Atarestaurant...

Nombulelogothercappuccinowhileherbrother

andsistergottheirpotsofteawithabiscuitplatter...

Bongani:what'supladies?

Nomvula:asitoldyoubroyoursisterisrefusingto



sellthehouse

Nombulelo:whywouldyouwanttosellsomething

ourfatherbuiltforus?

Nomvula:idon'tdisputethatLelobutweareold

andarestartingourownlives.Momismarriedso

there'snoneedforustokeepthathouse

Nombulelo:whatwillyougainfromsellingit?

Nomvula:wecanusethemoneytostartupourown

siblingbusiness

Bongani:that'sagoodidea

Nombulelo:orwecanrentitouttotelevision

productionhousesthat'sanotherbusinessidea

Bongani:agoodideatooandlookingatitsvalueit

wouldgeneratealotofincomeforus

Nomvula:someproductionhousespreferbuying

thehouses

Nombulelo:wedon'trentitouttolongcontracts.

Wegoforshorttermcontracts

Nomvula:butyouknowthesepeopleworkwitha



budgetright?Whatifourpricedoesn'tmeettheir

budget?Whatifwego3monthswithnoonetorent

itoutto?Thatmeansnomoneycominginbutifwe

sellitwewillbestartingalongtermbusiness

knowingthatwehavemoneycomingineveryday

Bongani:hmmgoodthinkingVula

Nombulelo:butthisisourlegacyguys.Youwantto

getridofdadforgood?Momcanmoveonwithher

lifeyesbutthismanwasourfatherhisbloodruns

throughourveinsthere'snohowwecandenyhim

Nomvula:wearenotdenyinghimlovethebusiness

wewillbestartingwillbeinhishonour

Bongani:ithinkimgoingtoagreewithVula.We

shouldjustsellthehouseandstartabusinessin

dad'shonourimeanweareadultsnowsisand

haveourownlivestofocuson.Youaregettingold

youhavetofindyourselfamanandstarthaving

kids

Nomvula:exactly

Nombulelo:guysno



Nomvula:yousaidyouwillonlyagreetothiswhen

youareoutvotedandBonganisaysheagreeswith

me

Nombulelo:(sighed)okfineyoucansellthehouse

butijustfeellikewearemakingthebiggest

mistakeever

Bongani:why?

Nomvula:becausethehouseisourlegacythat's

whatshe'sgoingtosay

Nombulelo:andthat'sthetruthVula,theonly

memorywehaveofourdadbutanywayallisgood

maybeimjustbeingtooclingy

Nomvula:soishouldcontactmyagentright?

Nombulelo:wehavetotalktomomfirst

Nomvula:ispoketomomandshe'sokwithit

Nombulelo:soyoumanagedtocornerher

Nomvula:notatallshe'sactuallytheonewhocame

tomeandaskedmetotalktoyouaboutit

Nombulelo:isee(Bongani'sphonerang)



Bongani:letmetakethis

Hesteppedawaywhiletheycontinuedtochat...

Bongani:buddy?

Man:ihavesomenotsogoodnews

Bongani:whatisit?

Man:ourkeytofindingthedruglordhaspassedon

Bongani:what!?Areyoubeingserious?

Man:yeahtheykilledhim

Bongani:(sighedrubbinghisforehead)shitman

that'snotgood

Man:iknowwearebacktosquareonenow

Bongani:notreally.Mywifecametomyofficeand

toldmeshehadaweirdmeetingwithsomeonewho

soundedtobediggingforinformation.Welookedin

herprofileandrealisedthatshe'smarriedtosome

weirdlookingguysoiaskedhertoinvitethelady



andhermanfordinnersothaticansusshimup

Man:youthinkhecouldbeourguy?

Bongani:somethingtellsmesoandagainwehave

tolookintoeverystrangerthatcomesintoour

spacebecauseweneverknowwhocouldbeafter

us

Man:truethat.Allthebest

Bongani:sure.Anotherthingican'tfindthefriend

ofKumkaniiwastalkingabout

Man:butyousayhe'sfromthelokshinright?

Bongani:yes

Man:iwillgetmyguystoaskarounditmighttake

sometimebutsincewearecertainthathe'sin

Gautengwewillfindhim

Bongani:yeah.Anywaywewilltalklaterneh

Man:sure.Howisitgoingwithyourwifethough?

Bongani:imputtingfinishingtouchesinthesystem

ihavecreatedtheniwillbegoingforher

Man:ok.Laterbuddy



Bongani:bye

Theyhungupashesighedandwentbacktohis

sisters.

AttheZulu's...

Zulucamedownwithtwotuxedoswhilehiswife

helpedthehousehelperprepforthenextday's

lunch...

Zulu:love?

Nomayeza:inthekitchenhoney.Don'tworryim

goingtoteachyouhowtomakethebestbutter

chickenneh(theylaughed)

Helper:okma'am

Zulu:love,ohyouguysplanningabigfeastisee

Nomayeza:justplanningsomethingniceforthe



familytomorow.It'sthehandingoverofthe

businessremember

Zulu:yeslovehenceihavetwosuitsinmyhands.

Imcaughtbetweenthetwoofthem

Nomayeza:ilovethemaroononelove

Zulu:withawhiteshirtandmaroontieright?

Nomayeza:definitelyandthoseblackshoes

Zulu:butiwasalsolovingthisbrownone

Nomayeza:it'stooboyishforme

Zulu:(laughed)yeahright.Yourdress?

Nomayeza:it'satightmarooneveninggown

Zulu:ohnowiseewhyyouchosethissuit(they

laughed)thankslove

Nomayeza:ohaboutthehouse,thekidshave

agreedtosellit.Vula'sagentwillbetakingcareof

thesale

Zulu:ohthat'swonderful

Nomayeza:ican'tbelievewearestartingafresh



Zulu:andtrustmeit'sgoingtobeamazing

Nomayeza:iloveyouMrZulu

Zulu:iloveyouMrsZulu

HesmiledgoingbackupwhileNomayeza

continuedtoprepwiththehousehelperwhoshook

herheadlookingatherwhileshefocusedonthe

recipebook.

AtZino'shouse...

ZinogaveXabahercarkeysasheleftwithJasonto

themall.Sheclosedthedoorsmilingwhile

Semakalengfinishedherjuicelookingather...

Semakaleng:whenareyouleaving?

Zino:pardon?

Semakaleng:whenareyouleavingmyhusbandand



childalone?

Zino:ohsoyouguysaremarried?

Semakaleng:wehaveachildtogether

Zino:ohsothatautomaticallymeansy'allamarried

couple?

Semakaleng:ausiyouneedtopackyourbagsand

leave

Zino:butthisismyhouse

Semakaleng:(scoffed)yeahright

Zino:itsgoodtomoveonsometimesyouknow.

Xabahasdonethesamethingsoshouldyou

Semakaleng:ohsoyouthinkhehasmovedonwith

you?

Zino:idon'tevendoubtit.Anywayimtoobusytobe

goingbackandforthwithyouaboutamanwho's

noevenyourstobeginwith.Xabamadeitclearthat

hedoesn'twantyouanywherenearhimsowhy

can'tyouacceptfateandmoveonwithlife?I

believetherearealotofmeninFreestatewho

wouldlovetogetitonwithyou



Semakaleng:(stoodup)youaregoingtoofarnow

Zino:(scoffedfoldingherarms)don'ttellmeyou

wantfightmeinmyownhouse

Semakaleng:Xabadoesn'tloveyoumygirlallhe

wantsis...(theintercomrang)

Zoni:holdthatthought(shewenttoanswer)hello?

Zanele:it'sZee

Zoni:okjustasecond

ShehungupandopenedasZaneledroveinher

Lamborghini.Semakalengfrownedcheckingitout

withherlipscurved...

Zino:youweresaying?

Semakaleng:areyouadrugdealer?

Zino:mxm

ShelaughedandopenedforZaneleastheyhugged



whileSemakalenglookedonwithherlipscurved

andarmsfolded...

Zanele:youevenhaveahousehelperyouwere

reallydeterminedtomoveout

Semakaleng:househelperkemmao

SheclickedhertonguewalkingawaywhileZanele

widenedhereyeslookingatZinowhowaslostin

laughter...

Zanele:andthen?

Zino:astuckupbabymama

Zanele:yoh,mylifeisdramaonitsownnehbuti

don'twishforyoursthankyoubye(theylaughed)

Zino:somethingtodrink?

Zanele:yespleaseacoldbeer

Zino:okfollowme



Theyheadedtoherminibarandtooktheirseats...

Zanele:thisisanicehousemyloveandtheoutside,

breathtaking

Zino:thankyousis.What'sup,whyareyoudrinking

beeratthishouroftheday?

Zanele:Bongani

Zino:whatabouthim

Zanele:thiswholesagajustevokedasideofhimi

neverknewexisted

Zino:whichisthat?

Zanele:there'sthisdangerousfeeltohissoftness.

Wespokelastnightandheaskedmeiftherewere

anyotherdeadbodiesimnottellinghimaboutand

alsothefactthathecanbugandtraceaperson

raisesafewhairs

Zino:what'sonyourmind?

Zanele:ihaveafeelinghemightlookintomypast



andwiththeresourceshehashestandsagood

chanceoffindingoutabouthisfathersoiwantus

togothrougheverythingandmakesurethereare

noloopholesandalsoupthesecurityinmy

accountsidon'twanthimseeingwhereihavebeen

earningalotofmoneyfrom

Zino:okiwillworkonthatone.Lovewemanaged

tobeatZuluwhowasfightingforthetruth

Zanele:wearetalkingaboutBonganiherenotsome

lowlifeoldmanfromDurbanclaimingtobestreet

smart

Zinolaughedastheysippedontheirbeers.

InSoweto...

Thembeka'sphonerangasThandolookedintosee

whoitwasandsippedonhertea...



Thando:sisyourphoneisringing

Shecamepacingfromthebedroom...

Thembeka:ohmywordsisit'sthepeopleihave

beenwaitingfor(answered)ThembekaJolahello?

Lady:gooddayma'amyouarespeakingto

HambaniTravellingagency

Thembeka:yesicantell

Lady:yes.Webelieveyouenteredacompetition

withus?

Thembeka:yesmydear

Lady:wearepleasedtoletyouknowthatyouhave

wonyourselfanallexpensespaidtriptoDubai

Thembeka:(screamedoutofjoy)ohmywordthank

yousomuch!

Lady:thepleasureisours.Ouragentthatyouwill

betravellingwithwillcontactyouinafewminutes

togetyourdetailstogeteverythingready



Thembeka:oknoproblem

Lady:justsoyouknowyouwillbeleavingon

Saturday

Thembeka:okthankyou

Lady:haveagooddayMrsMsomi(shehungup)

Thembeka:guesswho'sgoingtoDubaisis

Thando:wowtakemewithplease

TheylaughedwhileinherofficeSimmonesmiledat

theyounggirl...

Simmone:goodjobmylove.Wewilltalklater(the

younggirlleft)ZaneleJolawon'tknowwhathither.

Notwhenitcomestomywealth.

Shesaidsmilingandbitonherbiltonghumming.

THATEVENING



^

^

^

^

^
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AtZino'shouse...

Shecameoutofthebathroominsilkwhitesleeping

shortsandavestapplyinglotiononherhandswhile

Xabaputhisuniformhejustironednicely...

Xaba:whydidn'tyouwaitformesothatwecan

bathtogether?

Zino:ijustwantedtoenjoythebathalonelove



Xaba:(smiled)youarestartingtobeselfishisee

Zino:(chuckled)ohno.Iopenedwaterforyou

though

Xaba:okthencomesitwithme

Zino:okimcomingjustgoin

HesmiledgoingtothebathroomwhileZinowent

downtogetatuboficecream...

Zino:goodnight

Semakalengignoredherfocusingonhertelevision

showwhileshesmiledshakingherheadand

checkedonJasonwhowasfastasleep.She

headedtothebedroomandlockeditputtinghertub

oficecreaminherminibarfridgeandwentintothe

bathroom...

Zino:imherelove



Xaba:howdoesitfeelhavingyourownhome?

Zino:itfeelsamazingmylove.It'sbeenalongtime

coming

Xaba:trueanditsmotivatingmetoworkongetting

minenow

Zino:yeahheywhateveryouneedhelpwithjust

knowthatimhereok

Xaba:iwillalwaysrememberthat.Solet'stalk

aboutSemakaleng,thefactthatyouofferedhera

roomstillbeatsme

Zino:whensomeoneactslikeheryougiveherthe

oppositeshewilleventuallyseethatshe'sbarking

upthewrongtree

Xaba:Semakalengdoesn'tgiveinthateasily

Zino:neitherdoiandtrustmewhenisayshe's

goingtoleave

Xaba:youwouldbethefirstpersontomakeher

listenandactuallydowhatyousay

Zino:itwon'tbedoingwhatisaybutitwillbeher

doingwhat'sright



Xaba:allthebest

Zino:(scoffed)thankslove

Xaba:sobabelet'stalkaboutyourcase

Zino:mhem

Xaba:youaretoocalmwhat'sup?

Zino:iknowmystoryandthat'sit

Xaba:anditis?

Zino:iminnocent

Xaba:butthentheysaytheyhavesolidevidence

againstyoubabethatiswhyyouarewaitingfora

trial

Zino:welltheymighthavebeentoldwhattheywere

toldbysomeonebutiknowmytruthlove.You

knowhowpeoplearealwaysouttogetpeoplelike

myfamily,theywoulddoanythingtodragusdown

totheirlevel.Notsayingimbetterthananyonebuti

hopeyougetwhatimsaying

Xaba:yeahidoandunderstandthat.Likei

promisedyoumyloveiwillbebyyoursidealways



ok

Zino:thankyouloveireallyappreciateit.Finishup

there'samovieiwantustowatchandigotusthe

icecream

Xaba:oklovegiveme5minutes

Shesmiledandplayfullypulledhisbeardleaving

thebathroomandfixedthebedthenswitchedon

thetv.

AttheJola's...

SimmoneandNdlovugotofftheircarandheld

handsheadingtothefrontdoorwhereBonganiand

Zanelesippedontheirdrinkswaitingonthem...

Simmone:MrsJ,ishouldsaythisisabeautiful

yard

Zanele:thankyouloveimdyingtoseeyours



Simmone:(chuckled)ihopeyouloveit

Zanele:everyyardhasitsownuniquestyle

especiallywhenthere'sabeautifulwomanminding

it(theychuckled)thisismyhusbandBonganiJola,

lovethisisSimmoneNdlovuthewomanitoldyoui

wasgoingtoinvitefordinner

Bongani:apleasuremeetingyouMrsNdlovu(he

tookherhandandkisseditlookingstraightinher

eyes)

Simmone:(chuckled)agentlemanheis.Apleasure

tooMrJola,thisismyhusbandPallanceNdlovu,

lovethisisZaneleJolatheladyitoldyouimetat

thegymandismymentor

Ndlovu:bhelekazi,apleasuretomeetyoutoomy

lady(hejustshookherhand)

Zanele:likewiseMrNdlovu.Wemaygetin(they

followedthemin)Simmonepleasecomehelpme

finishupinthekitchen,lovemakesureMrNdlovuis

comfortable

Bongani:oklove



Theladiesheadedtothekitchenwhilethe

gentlemenwenttothelounge...

Zanele:wine?

Simmone:yesbutwhiteplease,dry

Zanele:igotyoubabe(shefixedheraglasswhile

shelookedaround)

Simmone:yourhousehonestlylooksamazing

Zanele:thankyoulove.Thenextdinnerweare

comingovertoyoursmaybeweshouldmakethisa

traditionyouknoweveryWednesdaynightwemake

itourcouplesdinnernight.Wehavefriendsofours

whoareamarriedcouplejustthattheyjusthad

theirfirstbabytodaysotheywillbeoutofthe

sceneforamonthorso

Simmone:soundslikefunimgame

Zanele:sonextweekWednesdayyourhouseright?

Simmone:definitely.Cheerstothat



Zanele:cheers

Theyclickedtheirglassesandsippedlookingat

oneanotherthroughtheirglasses.Meanwhileinthe

loungeBonganiandNdlovulaughedatajokeontv...

Bongani:somepeoplearereallyfunny

Ndlovu:youcansaythatagain

Bongani:youhaveauniquebeardiseeit'snice

Ndlovu:ohthankyoubrother

Bongani:howlonghasitbeensincegrowingthe

ponytail?

Ndlovu:12goodyears

Bongani:wowyoureallyareapatientmanneh

Ndlovu:yeahiam.Itakemytimeineverythingido.

Bongani:(sippedonhiscognac)that'sagreat

attributeibelieveit'swhatmadeyourwifefallin

lovewithyou



Ndlovu:(chuckled)youcanneverknow

Bongani:sowhatdoyoudo?

Ndlovu:imabusinessman

Bongani:ohwonderfulit'sbettermakingyourown

moneythesedaysneh

Ndlovu:ohyessomuchbetterthanworkingfor

someoneandforpeanutsatthat

Bongani:truebutibelieveyourbusinesseshave

createdemployment

Ndlovu:yeah

Bongani:ihavecompanieswithmywifeaswell

Ndlovu:mywifecan'tstoptalkingabouther.She

reallyinspireshersomuch.Thewayshehaskeptit

togetherforsomanyyearsisreallyprofound.She

deservesalltheawardsshehasbeenreceiving

Bongani:ohyouknowaboutheraccolades?

Ndlovu:yesaftershementionedhertomeilooked

herupandrealisedthatshewouldbeawonderful

mentorforher



Bongani:that'samazing.Itallgoestopassionand

resilience

Ndlovu:indeed

Bongani:butit'sneveraneasyroadwemeetalotof

obstaclesalongthewayshame

Ndlovu:wellthere'snosuccesswithoutsweatisn't

it

Bongani:iconquer

Theychuckledasacertainsceneontvcaught

Ndlovu'sattention.Bonganisippedonhisdrink

againlookingathimputhisphoneonthecoffee

table...

Bongani:youloveactionmoviesright?

Ndlovu:yeahibelieveit'severyman'sfavorite

Bongani:true

Ndlovu:sothebusinesseswithyourwifearethe

onlybusinessesyouown?



Bongani:yeah

Zanele:okgentlementhefoodisready

Ndlovu:andimfarmishedyoh.Mywifesaidi

shouldn'teatanythingandimahugeman

Zanele:wellihavecookedupastormcomethrough

HeledthewaytothediningareawithZanele

walkingbesideshimtalkingtohimabouthisbeard

whileBonganiquicklytookhisphonefromthe

coffeetable...

Simmone:seewhyitoldyoutonoteatbabe

Ndlovu:thefoodsmellsamazing

Zanele:hopefullyittastesasfoodhey

Ndlovu:idon'tdoubtthatabit(thetelephonerang

upstairs)

Bongani:iwillgetthatpleaseexcuseme

Zanele:noproblemlove



HeranupstairswhileZaneleremainedwiththe

couplechatting...

Ndlovu:don'tyouhavekids?

Zanele:myfirstbornhasgonetoholidayandmy

lastbornisnomoreitsbeen2weeksnow

Ndlovu:imsosorryforthat

Zanele:it'sokhernamewasMbaliMabelJola

maybeyouhavereadaboutherpassingonthe

news

Ndlovu:ohnothat'sher?

Zanele:yeah

Ndlovu:shamebutit'sreallyprofoundofhowyou

guysaremovingon

Zanele:itsallGod'sdoing.Doyouhavekids

yourself?

Ndlovu:ye...



Simmone:no,(chuckledsoftlykickingNdlovu'sfoot

underthetable)nolovewedon'thaveany

Zanele:youdon'twanttohaveoneatleast?

Ndlovu:maybeinfutureiwantmywifetobeset

first

Zanele:awwthat'slovely.Iwishallmenwerelike

you

Simmone:mymanisalimitededitionlove(they

laughed)

Zanele:indeedloverindeed

TheylaughedasBonganicamedownsmiling..

Bongani:iwanttoknowthejokeaswell,waitletme

goreducethetvvolumeit'stoohigh

Zino:justswitchtoradiomylove

Bongani:okbabe



HewenttothelivingroomwhileZaneledistracted

thecoupleashermanputNdlovu'sphoneonthe

coffeetableandswitchedtoradio...

Bongani:who'sphoneisthis?

Ndlovu:itsmineiguessiputitonthetablewhile

focusingonthemovie

Theylaughedashetookittohimandjoinedthem

feasting.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

Zaneleopenedhereyestoherhusbandonhis

laptopassheassatupandclearedherthroat...

Bongani:ohgoodmorningbabe.Thebathisready

foryouandthedesignersaysshewilldropping

youroutfitinafewminutes



Zanele:ohokthankyoulove.Whatareyoubusy

with?

Bongani:asurpriseforyoumylove

Zanele:oh?

Bongani:yep.Hereyougo

Hesmiledgivingherthelaptopasshereadthrough

theinformationonthescreen...

Zanele:what!?

Bongani:inblackandwhitemylove

Zanele:thisisamazingbabe

Bongani:who'syourman?

Zanele:wait,howdidyougettheinformation?

Bongani:fromhisphone.Inoticedheputitonthe

coffeetableaswewerewatchingthemovie.I

managedtodistructhimandtookit.Thatphone

callwasnotaphonecallimtheonewhodialedthe



housesothaticouldgoandcopyeveythingfrom

hisphoneintomylaptop

Zanele:wowbabeyouareagenious.Thisisgood

Bongani:nowidon'tknowifishouldtakethis

informationtothepoliceornot

Zanele:nononotthepolicelove.Youwanttosend

Kumkanitoprisonremember,soifhegoestooour

sonwillbeasgoodasdead

Bongani:hmmyouareontosomething

Zanele:isayweholdintothisinformationand

comeupwithagoodplan.Maybewaitforhimto

gettoKumkanithenusetheinformationagainst

him

Bongani:doyouthinkhe'sgoingtospare

Kumkani'slifethemomenthegetstohim?

Zanele:(sighed)yeahthat'sanotherthing

Bongani:let'sworkhardonfindingtheboymyguy

saidhewillhavesomeguyslookaroundforhim

sincewecan'ttrackthemanymore

Zanele:thisboythough



Bongani:ijustpraywegettohimbeforeNdlovu

becausethefactthathemanagedtogetridof

someonewhowasgoingtotakeustohimshows

thatweshouldn'tlookdownonhim

Zanele:trueandhiswifeisawomanonamission

trustme

Bongani:youthink?

Zanele:ibelievesobutihaveherexactlywherei

wanther

Bongani:aslongasyoumakesureshedoesn'tslip

throughyourfingersimgood.Where'sValentine

she'swaytooquietformyliking

Zanele:idon'tknowandidon'tcarehonestly.She

wasjustasmalltimechancerthatonelet'sgobath

Bongani:butweshouldn'tletourguarddownwhen

itcomestoher.Youknowwhattheysaywhena

childistooquietright?

Zanele:shewouldknowbetterthantotryandmess

withus.Let'sgobathlovewedon'twanttobelate

Bongani:yesma'am.Williscoresomesugarinthe



bathtub?

Zanele:Bonganino

Theylaughedfollowingoneanotherintothe

bathroom.

AtKennedy'shouse...

HefoldedhisgownafteropeningforLeratowho

drovethepolicecarintotheyardandpacedtothe

house...

Kennedy:whyareyouangrysoearlyinthemorning

andhowdoyourockupinmyhousewithouttelling

me?

Lerato:goodmorningtoyoutooKennedymayi

comein?

Kennedy:yeahsure



Shewentaheadwhileheclosedthedoorand

scoffedlimpingtothelivingroomwhereLerato

threwthekeysonthetableandheldherwaist...

Lerato:doyouhaveadeathwish?

Kennedy:thattabledidn'tcostR300Leratoyou

can'tjustthrowkeysonitlikethat

Lerato:answermeKennedy

Kennedy:younggirlwatchyourtoneimyourelder

brother

Lerato:butyousurearen'tbehavinglikeone

Kennedy:kantewhyareyouhere?

Lerato:tohelpyougetyoursenseback

Kennedy:imhonestlyplanningtohaveagoodday

soifyouareheretoruinmymorningpleaseleave

Lerato:momtoldmewhatmadehergobacktomy

house



Kennedy:ohokso?

Lerato:areyoucrazy?

Kennedy:idon'twanttoremindyouourage

differenceagainLerato

Lerato:whatareyoutryingtodo?Youwanttoget

killed?Areyouawareofthethingsthosepeopleare

capableof?Howdoyouevenwanttostarthavocin

otherpeople'smarriage?Kennedydoyouwantto...

Kennedy:yoahLeratoandyourhundredquestions

canyoupleaseshutup

Lerato:noKennedyimtryingtosaveyouhere

Kennedy:fromwhat?

Lerato:throwingyourselfinthelion'sden.Wehave

oureyesonthosepeopleatthestationsothe

furtheryoustayfromthemthebetter

Kennedy:that'syourproblemnotmineandLerato

youhavenorighttotellmewhoicanandcannot

love.Thisismyliferememberthat.Youarean

officeratThembisapolicestationnotinmylifedo

youunderstandthat?



Lerato:Kennedylistentome

Kennedy:whateverproblemsyouhavewiththose

peopledon'tconcernmeandagainyoupolice

officershatetoseepeoplemakingitinlife.Imjust

luckymysisterworksfortheforceifitweren'tfor

thatyouguyswouldbeonmycaseeveryday.Tell

me,whatdorichpeoplebotheryouwith?

Lerato:itsnotaboutthatKennedy.Thatcouple's

sonwasarrestedforbombinganATMandZanele's

sisterformurderingakeywitness

Kennedy:andwheredoesBonganiandZanele

comein?Nowhere

Lerato:theyaretheirrelativesKennedyanddoyou

thinkZaneleorBonganiwouldsitbackandwatch

youdowhateveryouwanttodowithneitherof

them?ThosepeoplearemarriedKennedythey

madevowsyoucan'tjustbreakthemoff

Kennedy:ineversaidiwantedtobreakthemoff.I

wanttobewiththebothofthem

Lerato:(scoffed)wowyoureallyneedtogetyour

headcheckedKennedy



Kennedy:pleaseleavemynursewillbecoming

soon

Lerato:Kennedystopwhatyouaredoing

Kennedy:mylife,myrulesifyouhaveaproblem

withhowiwanttoliveittheexitiswideopen.Ihave

beenlivingwithmyselfforthelongestoftimesoit

wouldn'treallymakeanydifference

Lerato:wow

Kennedy:yes,nowgo

Lerato:soyouwoulddisownyourownfamilyfor

somethingsostupid?

Kennedy:leavebeforeisayanythingimightregret

Lerato

Leratoswallowedandheavedahugesightaking

herkeysandleft...

Kennedy:somuchdramainthemorning,geezman

focusoncasesorsomething.



AtLeeTrucking...

Witheveryonelookingalldolledupanddecentthey

satinamarqueeasZaneleMatjikizatooktothe

podium...

Zanele:thankyouladiesandgentlemeninSouth

Africaandaroundtheworld.Todayisavery

importantdayformeasiwillbefinallyhanding

overthebatontothesomeonedeserving.Ishould

saythecompanyiskindofgoingbackhomeina

way.Weallknowthatthiscompanywasknownas

Jolatruckingandtheniboughtitfromtheowners

andfunnyenoughthepersonihavesoldittowas

MrDumisaniJola'sgoodfriend,mayhissoul

continuetoresteternally.Nowthispersonis

marriedtoNomayezawhowasDumisaniJola's

wifeiguesstheyfoundtheirwayineachother's

armsafterMrJola'spassinghenceisaythis

companyisgoingbackhomeinaway.Afterbuying



thiscompanyivowedtoliveuptoMrJola's

principlesofputtinghispeoplefirstandalso

makingsureitooktheservicestoallpartsofthe

world.IstandheretodayproudtotellyouthatLee

TruckingwhichwasJolasTruckingisnowa

globallyrecognisedcompany(everyoneapplauded)

sothepersontakingoverfrommereallyhasbig

shoestofillandihopetheydoagoodjob

Zulu:ohidefinitelywill(everyonechuckled)

Zanele:withthatbeingsaidmayikindlyaskMr

ThembaZulutocomejoinmehere(hedid)MrZulu

ihavenodoubtthatyouwilldefinitelytakethis

companytomuchgreaterheights.Onethingineed

youtorememberisthatyouarenothingwithoutall

thesepeopleyouneedthemmorethantheyneed

yousoifyoudon'ttakegoodcareofthem

unfortunatelyyouwillsufferthemost

Zulu:ipromisetokeeptherelationshipbetweenme

andthemstronger(theyallapplauded)

Zanele:wonderful.Maywehavetheagreements

please



Jacksoncamewiththemasthemediahouses

movedcloser...

Zanele:ladiesandgentlemenimofficiallysigning

overmycontrollingsharesandrightstoMrThemba

Zuluandfamily

Everyoneapplaudedstandingontheirfeetasthey

puttheirsignatureswheretheyweresupposedto

andshookhands...

Zanele:ladiesandgentlemenipresenttoyouthe

ownerofLeeTrucking,ThembaZulu

Theyapplaudedashesmiledfixinghisjacketwhile

Zanelewenttositdown...

Zulu:wowican'tbelieveweareheretoday.Itwas



notaneasyroadbutwearefinallyhere.Allthanks

tomyco-shareholders,wifeandherlovingfamily

thatwelcomedmewithwarmhands.Istandhere

todaytoguranteeyouthateverythingwillgojustas

ithasbeengoingbuttherearealsoafewchangesi

havemadethatimgoingtomentionpublicly.Asthe

majorshareholderihavetherighttochangethe

nameofthecompany,opennewjobopportunities

andeveninvitemoreshareholders.Soiwillbegin

byintroducingournewshareholderswhowillbe

taking25%ofthemainsharesofthiscompany.

Ladiesandgentlemenhelpmewelcomeonboard

MrandMrsZaneleBonganiJola

Everyoneapplaudedastheystoodupwaving...

Zulu:ifitweren'tforthemiwouldn'tbestanding

heretoday.Theyplayedahugeroleinmakingsure

thesalewasasuccess(theyapplaudedagain)and

comingtojobopportunities,irealisedthatwedidn't

haveaChiefOperationsofficerinthiscompany



thereforeisawaneedtoopenupthejob

opportunityandgiveittomybelovedanddeserving

welllearnedfriendLwethuKhoza(hestoodupand

waved)

Nombulelo:ididn'tknowhehadafriend

Nomvula:imasshockedbutwhatcanwesay

Zulu:thankyouladiesandgentlemen.Justsoyou

knowididn'thirehimbecausehe'safriendno,i

hiredhimbecausehe'sdeservingandhasthe

experiencesoexpecthimtodoawonderfuljob

(everyoneapplauded)withthatbeingsaidladies

andgentlemenallowtointroducetoyou"Zulu&

PartnersTruckingCompany"

Hesaidtakingoutthenewcertificateaseveryone

stoodupclappingwhileNombuleloandNomvula

frownedlookingatoneanother...

Nomvula:didn'tweagreethatthiswasgoingtobe

Jola'struckingcompany



Nombulelo:irememberthatverywell

Theyjustclappedwithfrownsontheirfaceswhile

ZaneleJola,ZaneleMatjikizaandZinolookedat

oneanotherfromwheretheywerestandingwith

smilesontheirfaces.

AttheStation...

MolaosoftlysangwhiledoingsomeworkasLerato

wentin...

Molao:myqueen

Lerato:howareyoudoing?

Molao:youdon'tlookokwhat'sup?

Lerato:mybrotherjustgettingundermyskinbuti

willdefinitelyshowhimtheway

Molao:anditrustyouto(sheunexpectedlylaughed)



what'sup?

Lerato:icametoupdateyouaboutKumkaniJola

Molao:ok?

Lerato:itlooksliketheguyhasmovedoutofhis

parent'shouseandlivesina5bedroomshouse

withafriendandthefriend'sgrandmother

Molao:what?

Lerato:yeahandagainhe'susinganewcar

Molao:areyouforreal?

Lerato:yesbutthenproblemishisparentsarerich

sotheycanaffordtobuyhimthatkindofhouse

andanewcarthereforewecan'tprovethatit'sthe

drugsmoney

Molao:butthenagainwhatraisesafewhairsisthe

peoplehe'slivingwith

Lerato:exactly,whichiswhyithinkweshouldcall

thatladybackandaskherabouthisrelationship

betweenhimandhisparentsisn'tshestayedwith

them?



Molao:yes,that'sawonderfulidea.Ifthe

relationshipisn'tgoodthenwewilldefinitelyknow

thatthere'ssomethingfishygoingon

Lerato:(smiled)let'sgetonitandihopeweget

whatwearelookingfor

Molao:prayhard

ShesmiledleavingwhileMolaosatbackand

smiledcallingValentine.

THATAFTERNOON

AtZulu'shouse...

Withtheirclosefriendsandfamilyaroundtheyset

thetablesoutsideaseveryonetooktheirseats.

BackinthehouseNombulelolookedforhermother

andfoundherinthebedroom...



Nombulelo:ma

Nomayeza:yesbaby

Nombulelo:ihavebeentryingtogetyourattention

afterthehandingover,what'supwiththename

issue?

Zulu:(opened)lovewecan'tkeeppeoplewaiting

Nombulelo:Zulucanweplease...

Zulu:notnowNombulelo,Nomabequickpeople

arewaiting

Nomayeza:sorrylove(shefinishedchangingher

shoes)wewilltalklatermyloveyoucanseehow

busyiam

ShepathershoulderandsmiledtakingZulu'sarm

astheymadetheirwayoutsidewhileNombulelo

heldherwaistlookingaround...

Nombulelo:nomanthisnamejustraisesafew

hairs.WeagreedthatitsgoingtobeJolatrucking



notZuluandpartners

Peopleapplaudeddownstairsassheshookher

headmakingherwayouttoo...

Zulu:abeautifuldayisn'tit?

All:ohyes

Zulu:thankyousomuchmyloveforputting

togetherthisbeautifulluncheon.Wedidn'tgetto

celebrateourweddingwellbutimhappynow

Heplantedasoftkissonherlipsaseveryone

smiled...

Zulu:thefoodisenoughforallussoyouare

allowedtofeastanddrinkasmuchasyou...

Hestoppedtalkingasthegateopenedandacar



drovein.Everyonefrownedandlookedonasa

womanandtwoteenagechildrencameoutofthe

car...

Zulu:Khethiwe,Lindani,Lindiwewhatareyouguys

doinghere?

Khethiwe:soyouwereseriouslygoingtoforgetthat

youhaveawifeandtwo19yearoldtwinsinDurban?

(Chuckled)comeonnowThembacomeon

Everyonegaspedoutofshockasshetookoffher

Dolce&GabbanasunglasseswhileZanelesmiled

andsippedonherchampagne.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Nombulelo;what!?

Nomayeza:wow

Bongani:nonoguystheremustbeamistake

Khethiwe:whatmistakemyson?There'sno

mistakehereoristhereZulu?(Hejustswallowed

lookingatNomayeza)

Nomvula:don'tjuststandtheresaysomething

Zulu:canwenotdothisrightnow

Nombulelo:ohhellnoZuluwearedefinitelygoing

todothisnow.Whoarethesepeople?

Khethiwe:thesepeoplearehiswifeof22yearsand

twinchildrenof19yearsthat'swhothesepeople

aremychild

Nomayeza:youaresounbelievableican'tbelieve

youwoulddosomethinglikethistome.Howlong

havewebeentogetherZulu?



Zulu:ilongleftthiswomanbabeidon'tknowwhat

she'stalkingabout

Khethiwe:leftmeinourmaritalhome10yearsago

withtwo9yearoldsyes

Zulu:canyoupleasestopit

Khethiwe:imnotgoingtostopanything.Whothe

helldoyouthinkyouare?Honeyyouareasecond

wife

Nombulelo:notmymother,mymotherwouldnever

settleforless

Khethiwe:unfortunatelyshehasbaby

Zulu:Khethiwepleasegobackyouwillcomeback

anotherday

Lindani:ohmymotherisdonelisteningtoyourlies.

Don'tyouthinkwedon'trememberwhatyousaid

thetimeyoudumpedusinDurban?Doyouwantus

totellallthesepeoplewhatyousaid?

Lindiwe:tellmeDADwhodoyouthinkispayingour

universityfeeswhileyouareheretakingcareof

grownups?



Nombulelo:yooohlittleonenowyouarecrossing

boundariesmydearwatchit

Lindiwe:crossingwhatboundarieswhileyouhave

beenfeedingoffthemoneythatwassupposedto

payformyfees

Zulu:Lindiwe!

Lindiwe:wetheryouraiseyourvoiceatmeorthrow

thingsatmeyouknowthetruth

Lindani:andwearenotgoinganywhere

Nomayeza:youknowwhatimdonewiththismess

imgoingtopackmything.Ican'tbelieveyouwould

dothistomeZulu

Zulu:no,lovewait

Khethiwe:loveshesays.Kidslet'smakeourselves

comfortableandeat

Nomayeza:noZuluihaveneverbeenmadetofeel

thislessofaperson.Vulacallyouragentand

cancelthesaleofthehouse



ShepacedtothehousewhileZulufollowedheras

Nomvulacalledheragent...

Lady:MsJolaiwasabouttocallyou

Nomvula:hi,canyoupleasecancelthesaleofthe

house

Lady:unfortunatelyihavealreadygiventheowner

thekeysandhehaspaidfullamount,hesignedthe

leaseandeverything

Nomvula:shit!

Lady:what'sleftisforyouguystocometakeyour

valuablethings

Nomvula:(sighed)okthankyousomuch(shehung

up)

Nombulelo:and?

Nomvula:thehousehasalreadybeensoldandthe

leasesigned

Nombulelo:whatdidisaytoyouguys?Whatdidi

say!?



Bongani:there'snoneedtoshout

Nombulelo:norightnowourmotherhasnowhereto

goallbecauseofyourfoolishness!Ourownmother

isstuckwithaconnivingoldbitchwhileyousold

herhouse!

Bongani:Nombulelowatchyourmouth!

Nombulelo:noBongani,howcanyouguysbeso

stupid?Imsodisappointedinthetwoofyou

ShesaidgoingtothehouseasNomvulafollowed

her...

Zanele:loveiseverythingok?

Bongani:nomomhasnowheretogo,thehousehas

alreadybeensold.Pleasedosomething

Zanele:whatcanido?

Bongani:idon'tknowmaybetalktothisKhethiwe

woman

Khethiwe:imsittingrightbesidesyouareyou



awareofthat?

Bongani:whydoyouwomenlovedrama?

Khethiwe:wedon'tlovedramait'syoumenwho

makeusdothesethings.IfZuluwantedanother

wifeheshouldhavespokentome.Imzuluits

cultureandidon'thaveaproblemwiththattheonly

problemihavewithhimisthatheabandonedhis

children

Bongani:eish

HesaidgoingtothehouseasZanelefollowedhim

whiletheguestssatthereconfused...

Khethiwe:don'tfreteverythingwillgobackto

normalwhatyoucandoiseat,drinkandbemerry

afterallweareheretocelebrateisn'tit?Wonderful

Theyallstooduptoservethemselveswhileinthe

houseNomayezapackedherthingswhileZulu

unpackedthem...



Nomayeza:(slappedhim)leavemydamnthings

alone!

Bongani:madon'tbeviolentplease

Nomayeza:don'tbeviolent!?Bonganiyouare

tellingmetonotbeviolentwhilethisman!Thisidiot

usedme!?Hemademegiveupeverythingforhim

tocometreatmelikethisandyouwantmetosettle

forit?Ohhellnomysonimightbealotofthings

butimnevergoingtosettleforless.Isthembumina?

Ngeke,you'drathercheatonmethantomakemea

secondwifeortakeasecondwife

Zulu:imintheprocessofdivorcingher

Nomvula:for10yearsZulu?Yessomedivorce

processestakelongbutnotsomanyyearsweare

notfools

Bongani:butwhydidn'tyoutellmomabouther

though?

Zulu:becausetherewasnoneedto.Idon'twantto

bewithheranymore



Bongani:evenifyoudon'twanttobewithher

anymoreyoushouldhavetoldmomthatthere'sa

womanyouleftinDurbanwhomyouaremarriedto

butyoudon'twanttobewithheranymoreandi

don'twanttomentionthekidsissue

Nombulelo:letmetelly'allsomethingthisman

doesn'twanttodivorcethiswoman.Hestillloves

herandwantstobewithherallhewantedwasto

secureallthatwasmom'sandthenleaveherdry

andoutthat'swhathewanted!

Zulu:no

Nombulelo:yes!Wefuckingusedourinheritanceto

helpyoubuythiscompanyandyougooffand

nameitZuluandpartnerswhatkindofaconniving

whoreareyou!

Bongani:Lelowatchyourtongueplease

Nombulelo:noBoboimnotgoingtowatchmy

tonguebecausethismanisnothingbutafucking

connivingbastardwhodeservesnothingbut...fuck

youZulu!



Shesaidjumpingonhimastheystaggeredtothe

wall.Shestrangledhimsohardaseveryonetriedto

getheroffhisneckwhileZanelestoodbackwith

herarmsfolded...

Bongani:Lelostopit!

Nomvula:youaregoingtokillhim!

Nomayeza:Lelono!

Nombulelo:nothisbastarddeservestodie!

Bonganipulledheroffhimbutshemanagedtograb

himbackandsankherteethonhisshoulderashe

screamedinpain.OutsideLindiweandLindanigot

uptogointothehousebuttheirmotherstopped

them...

Zulu:youarehurtingme!

BonganimanagedtopullheroffZuluashequickly



tookoffhisjacketandfoundbloodonhiswhite

shirt...

Zulu:youanimal!

Nombulelo:(burstintotears)formymotheriwould

turnintoanything!

Bongani:Lelocalmdown

Nombulelo:noBonganino!Thismanhashurtmy

mother!Hehasrippedusoffeverything!Youare

goingtohell!Youare...

Sheswallowedapainfulllumpashervoicebroke

andcriedmoreasBonganihuggedherwhile

NomayezaattendedtoableedingZulu...

Zulu:pleasedon'tgo

Nomayeza:justshutup!



Heswallowedwhileshecontinuedtofixhim...

Zanele:whatshouldisaytoeveryoneoutside?

Nomvula:theyarealreadysettledsolet'sjustlet

thingsbe

Zanele:ok

Nombulelo:iwanttogetoutofhere

Bongani:oklet'sgotomyhouse

Nombulelo:noimgoingtobookintoahotel

Zanele:youcan'tstayinahotelwhilewehaveso

muchspacecomeon

Nombulelo:(sniffed)idon'twanttobeaburden

Zanele:youarenotaburdenLeloyouarefamily

comeon.Iwillstaybehindandmakesurethat

everyoneissettled

Bongani:justmakesurethatmomandthatwoman

don'tcrosspathsuntilicomebackok

Zanele:noproblem



Nombuleloledthewayoutastheothersfollowed

her.

AttheNdlovu's...

Simmonefinishedmakinglunchandgaveher

husbandhissharejoininghimonthetable...

Ndlovu:howiseverythinggoingwithgetting

ThembekaMsomi?

Simmone:allisgoingasplanned.Imgettingher

travelingdocumentsready

Ndlovu:goodtakingheroutsidethecountrywasthe

bestdecisionyouhaveevermadethatwaywewill

beabletogetthosetwoidiotsplayinourhands

Simmone:itoldyouloveimgoingtodealwiththis

womanniceandeasy

Ndlovu:theyhavemessedwiththewrongpeople



Simmone:howfarwithtracingthepersonwho's

takingourcustomersthough?

Ndlovu:it'sthesamepersonfromlasttimeallthe

drugdealersiknowdon'tsellthecokethatperson

isselling

Simmone:doyouthinkit'stheirson?

Ndlovu:yeahbecausethecoketastesjustlikethe

lastone

Simmone:thenyoushouldgetpeopletracehim

Ndlovu:ialreadyhavemyguyslookingforhimbut

he'shidingsowell

Simmone:noonehidesforever

Ndlovu:mypointexactly.It'snotaproblemthough

lethimhavehismomentistillwanttoavengemy

brothersdeathfirsttheniwillcometohim.Once

hismotherconfessestokillingthemtheniwillbe

comingforhim

Simmone:whataboutbusiness?

Ndlovu:thisboyistooyoungtogettothelevelwe

areatmylove.WeareknownalloverSAand



outsideandhe'sstillupcomingsodon'tworry.The

disappearanceofhisgrandmotherwillshakehis

motherthatiknowforsurebecausenoonewants

toseetheirmotherhurtingespeciallywhenthey

havethekindofrelationshipZanelehaswithher

mothersoitwon'ttaketime

Simmone:okloveiwanttogetoveranddonewith

thisbecausethelongerittakesthemorewewillbe

financiallycrippled

Ndlovu:don'tworrymylovewegotthis

Hesaidtakingherhandandkisseditasthey

continuedwiththeirmeal.

Atthehotel...

Valentinecameoutofthebathroomasherphone

reportedamessage.Shejumpedonthebedand

openeditonlytolockeyeswithherbrother's

funeralprogramsentbyhercousin.Sheswallowed



astearsblurredhervisionandsniffed...

Valentine:imsosorryWillemimreallysorrybuti

willneverrestuntiliseethepersonwhodidthisto

youpayforit.Thiswomanthinkstheworldrevolves

aroundherbutsheknowsnothing.Imgoingto

makesurethatidealwithherniceandslow.(She

wipedatear)imgoingtocomeatherlikeathiefin

thenighttrustme.Ijusthopeourparentswill

forgivemeonedayandseethatit'snotmyfaultalli

wantedwastogetbackwhatbelongedtous.Rest

wellmybrother

Shekissedthescreenofherphoneandcoveredher

facewithherhandscryingout.

BackatZulu'shouse...

ZanelemadesureeveryonewasokasZinowentto

her...



Zino:Zee

Zanele:yeslove?

Zino:thedrama?

Zanele:yohsiskushubile(it'samess)ihavenever

seenNombulelothislivid.Neverinmylifedidiever

thinkiwouldseehercry

Zino:sohowdidshegetheredon'ttellmeyouhad

somethingtodowithit?

Zanele:noidon'tbutimhappythatshe'sheretrust

meimjumpingupanddowninsidejustthatihave

tocareformyhusband'ssake

Zino:sowhat'sthewayforward?

Zanele:there'snowayforwardNomayezajusthas

tosettleforbeingasecondoption.Imeanshehas

nohouseandnothingtohername.Shetookallthe

moneyherhusbandleftforherandthrewitallinto

Zulu

Zino:iwouldhaveburntthishousetrustme



Zanele:(laughed)witheveryoneinside(they

chuckled)thismeansourplaniscomingalongjust

fineandsoontheywillbecomingtoaskmeforhelp

thenislapthemwithanultimatum

Zino:youaresoconnivingZanele

Zanele:blameitallonDumisaniJola.Hewantedto

useme,hellnonotZaneleMsomiimtoosmartto

beusedbyanoldretardedman

Zino:yohanywayihavesomethingtotakecareof

heywewilltalk

Zanele:isitthebabymama?

Zino:noidon'thavetimeforpeoplelikethatchick.

She'sjustastuckwhorewhowillseethatshehas

runoutoftimeandgobacktotheholeshecomes

from

Zanele:whatifshedoesn't?

Zino:imgivingheruntilnextweekfridaythenshe

willknowwhoZinokuhleTombaleis

Zanele:that'swaytoolongsis

Zino:rememberimdatinganofficerandihaveto



makesureiminhisgoodbooks

Zanele:ohyeah.Allthebesthoneyletmeseetothe

messhere

Zino:bye

TheyhuggedasZinotookherthingsandleft.

ZanelehummeddishingforherselfasKennedy

camelimping...

Kennedy:hey

Zanele:(turnedsmiling)ohhi

Kennedy:sothisishowyourfamilyeventsare

alwayslike?Dramaalways?

Zanele:(chuckled)iguessweattractit

Kennedy:sowhatwouldyouhavedoneifyouwere

inthesameposition?

Zanele:iwouldhavepeacefullyleft

Kennedy:soyoudon'tcondonepolygamy?



Zanele:ifiwastoldfromtheonsettheniwouldn't

haveaproblembutforanotherwomantocomeout

ofnowherewithkidsthatbigyohiwouldn'thave

hadthetimetoevenlethersayanything

Kennedy:isee.Where'syourhusband?

Zanele:theyareinthehousetryingtosort

everythingout

Kennedy:andyouarenotwiththemwhy?

Zanele:wecan'tleaveeveryoneunattended

Kennedy:ohok.Whatareyoudoingtomorrow?

Zanele:nothingwhy?

Kennedy:don'tyouwanttogofishing?

Zanele:withwho,you?

Kennedy:yes

Zanele:whileyouarelimpinglikethat?

Kennedy:myhandsareperfectlyfinethankyou

Zanele:(chuckled)butagainiknownothingabout

fishing



Kennedy:there'salwaysafirsttimeforeverything

andwehavetotalkbusiness

Zanele:nowyouarespeakingmylanguagesoi

definitelywillbethere

Kennedy:iknewifimentionedbusinessyou

wouldn'twanttomisstheopportunityfortheworld

TheylaughedwhilefromadistanceMandla

frownedlookingatthem.Kennedyremoved

somethingfromZanele'shairastheylaughedabout

itwhileMandlascoffedandtookasipfromhis

drinkshakinghishead.Hetookhiscarkeysand

phoneandmadehiswayoutwhileThembekamade

waytowhereZaneleandKennedywerestanding...

Thembeka:excusememysoncanistealherfora

moment?

Kennedy:noproblem,shouldigetyousomethingto

drink?

Zanele:yesplease(heleft)heymalet'ssit



Thembeka:imnotsittingweareleaving

Zanele:why?

Thembeka:ihavetogoandpackmythingsbaby

Zanele:yourthings?

Thembeka:yesimleavingforDubaitomorrow

Zanele:oh?Andyoudidn'ttelluswhy?

Thembeka:imtellingyounowaren'ti?Ientereda

competitionandwon

Zanele:ahahmamanowhatifitwasascam?

Thembeka:itsnotaskThando

Zanele:isitmakazi?

Thando:yesbabyiwaswithherwhensheentered

Zanele:ohok.Whichtravellingagencyarethey

using?

Thembeka:HambaniTravellingagency

Zanele:okiwillcheckitupandseeifitslegitthe

lastthingiwantisforyoutobelostinthemiddleof

nowhere



Thembeka:iwillbetravellingwiththeiragent

Zanele:okbutiwillcheckitupstill.Doyouhave

enoughmoneytospendthough?

Thembeka:yes.Idon'twanttowastetime.Iwilllet

youknowonceimboardingtheplaneok

Zanele:howaboutwetakeyoutotheairport

tomorrow?

Thembeka:noyouhaveyourmesswiththeinlaws

todealwith,Thandowillmakesureimsafe

Zanele:youwillaunty?

Thando:yesmylove

Zanele:maybeishouldbuymakaziaticketaswell

andpayforherexpensesimeanyouaregoingto

beboredtherealone

Thando:areyouserious?

Zanele:yesiwillgetZinotofixeverythingforyou

justgetmeyourflighttimeandthehotelyouwillbe

sleepingatmama

Thembeka:okmyloveiwillsendyoueverything



whenigethome.Byelove

Zanele:byema.Iloveyouguys

Both:weloveyoubaby

Theytooktheirthingsandleftaswellasshesighed

shakingherheadandtookherphone...

Zanele:(typing)HambaniTrave...

Kennedy:yourdrinkmylady

Zanele:(putherphoneaway)thankyou.Youare

suchasweetheart

Kennedy:ohimflattered

Zanele:don'tgettoocomfortable

Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchupwhileback

inthehouseNomayezasatbacklookingatZulu...

Zulu:iknowwhatididwaswrongbutplease



forgiveme

Khethiwe:soyouwantmetoacceptdivorcejust

likethat?Hellnowewouldratherbeina

polygamousmarriage

Nomayeza:soze(never)

Khethiwe:whatchoicedoyouhaveagaindear?

Becauseimnotleavingmyhusbandofsomany

yearsforyou

Nomayeza:theniwillleave

Zulu:no,youarenotgoinganywhereNomayeza

Bongani:whatdoyouexpecthertodo?

Zulu:wewillseeawayforwardBongani

Nomvula:wasthisyourplanallalongMrZulu?

Zulu:no

Nomvula:don'tlietouspleasethefactthatyou

nevermentionedthatyouhaveawifeandkidsthis

oldsaysalotsopleasebehonestwithus

Zulu:Khethiwehaven'tibeensendingmoneyfor

thiskids?



Kethiwe:(scoffed)haveyoueverseenyourself

sendmoneydearhusbandorthemoneywegot

wasfromyourbrother?

Zulu:wheredoyouthinkitcamefrom?

Khethiwe:wecancallhimrightnowandaskhim

Zulustoplyingandtellthesepoorpeoplethetruth

(heswallowed)

Nomvula:wetookourinheritanceZulu,themoney

ourfatherleftforusandhelpyoubuythetrucking

companybackthenyougoanddouslikethis?

Wow

Zulu:okthetruthididn'twanttotellyourmother

thatihadawifeandkids...

Khethiwe:"have,nothad"

Zulu:yes,becauseididn'twanttoloseher

Bongani:soyouwantedtospringpolygamyonher

Zulu:itwaseitherthatwayorilosther

Bongani:(chuckled)soyoumadeafooloutofour

ownmother?



Zulu:no

Bongani:yesyoudidZuluyoufooledourmother

Zulu:iloveher

Bongani:youdon'tdothattosomeoneyoulove.Ma

whatdoyousay?

Nomayeza:impackingmythings

Zulu:nopleasedon't

Nomayeza:yesiamZulu.Isn'tyourfamilyishere

now?Soimpackingmythingsandimleaving.I

havechildrenwhohavehomestheywilltakemein.

Youmademesellmyhusband'shouseonlyforyou

todothistome.Iwillneverforgiveyou

Zulu:Nomailoveyouplease

Nomayeza:moveoutofmyway

Zulu:noimnotlettingyouleavemeNomacomeon

Nomayeza:wetheryouroll,throwyourselfinapitof

fireorgointoalion'sdenidon'tcareimleaving.I

knowmyworthandthisisnotit.



Sheshovedhimoutofthewayandmadeherway

uptothemainbedroomashetriedtofollowherbut

BonganiblockedhiswaywhileNomvulafollowed

hertohelpherpackagain...

Zulu:(turnedtoKhethiwe)doyouseewhatyou

havedone?

Khethiwe:blameitallonyourselfdearhusband.

Kidsgotakeyourthingsandputpickroomsfor

yourself

TheydidasdirectedwhileZulusighedshakinghis

head.

Atthepolicestation...

ValentinemadeherwayinMolao'sofficeashe

offeredheraseat...



Molao:thankyouformakingitthrough

Valentine:anytimecolonel.Whatcanidoforyou?

Molao:ineedsomeinformationonKumkaniand

hisparent'srelationship.Wehavemadeavery

disturbingdiscoverysothatinformationwillhelpus

concludethediscoverywemade

Valentine:ohok.Welltheyhonestlydon'thavea

goodrelationship

Molao:ohreally?

Valentine:yesespeciallywithhisfather.Itlookslike

hehasalwaysbeenatroublesomechildandhis

motherwouldshieldhimallthetime

Molao:isee.Soyouthinkhismotherwouldbuyhim

ahousetostaywithotherpeopleaslongashe's

awayfromhisfather?

Valentine:Zaneleisaverypossessivewomanand

there'snothingshe'sselfishaboutlikeherspace

andbeingthecontrollingpersonsheisshewould

imposethatattributeontoherchildren

Molao:isee.Soyouthinkshewouldneverlethim



staywithsomeoneinahousesheboughtforhim?

Valentine:exactlyunlessit'shiswife

Molao:okthankyouforthatinformationwewill

makesurewegetbehindthismatter

Valentine:alliwantisjusticeformybrother'sdeath

Molao:andjusticeyouwillgetMsLotterin

ValentineflashedasmileandleftwhileMolao

sighedsittingback...

Molao:thegoodcandidatetogetinformationfrom

wouldbetheoldwoman.

Atabusstop...

Thefruitmarketladytriedtostopcarsforaliftbut

theyjustpassedheruntilablackRangerover

stoppedforher.Thepassengerwindowrolleddown



asagentlemansmiledather...

Lady:hellomysonimheadedtoPretoriawouldyou

givemealift?

Bulldozer:youaresoluckymaimheadedthereso

hopin

Lady:ohwowthankyouLord.Iwasstartingtoget

worriedbecauseit'sgettinglate

Shehoppedinandputonthesafetybeltas

Bulldozerclosedthewindowandlockedthem...

Bulldozer:withalotofabductionsgoingonareyou

notafraidofbeingavictim?

Lady:(chuckled)iwalkwithGodmyson

Bulldozer:amen

Zino:hi

Lady:ohhi...



Herheartskippedasshelockedeyeswithasmiling

Zino...

Lady:(swallowed).....

Zino:youthoughtyouweregoingtohideforever?

Lady:thisisnothappening

Shetriedtodisengagethesafetybeltbutitwastoo

lateasZinostrangledherfromthebackwitharope

asshegaggedtryingtofightitoffwhileBulldozer

increasedtheradiovolumeandsangalongtothe

music...

Bulldozer:Bamthathilebamthathileuloveywami...

Shefoughtuntilshecouldn'tnomoreandpassed

outasZinoletgoofher...



Zino:bloodywitchshereallythoughtiwasgoingto

lethergolikethatafterpimpingmeouttothecops

foristupidsuspendedsentenceifigodownigo

downwithyoubitch

Sheclickedhertonguedroppingtheseatbackand

pulledherfromthefronttothebacktyingbothher

handsandlegs.

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:23] :ZANELE

55



AttheJola's...

Zanelecamedowninlightclothestogetsome

waterwhileNombulelomadeherselfacupof

coffeejoiningherbrotherwhowaswatchinga

movie...

Zanele:yohguyswhataneventfulday

Bongani:youcansaythatagain

Nombulelo:sojustlikethatZuluscammedus?

Zanele:wellsurprisesurprisedearsisteryounever

knowwhatapersonhasplannedforyou

Nombulelo:10fullyearsZanele10years?Some

peoplearehonestlysnakesbutimnotgoingtotake

thislyingdown

Zanele:whatcanyoupossiblydolove?He'stheone

runningthecompanyandthere'snothingwecando

withthefactthathe'smarriedwithtwobigchildren

Nombulelo:wecangethimchargedwithobtaining



byfalsepretence

Bongani:how?

Nombulelo:heliedtousBobo,weallagreedthat

thetruckingcompanywasgoingtobenamedJola

truckingnotZuluandpartners

Bongani:wastheagreementinwritingorwordof

mouth?

Nombulelo:itdoesn'tmatter

Zanele:itactuallymattersbecauseitwillbeour

wordagainsthisandhestandsabetterchanceof

winningbecausetheamountofsharesheowns

allowhimtodowhathedidafterallhehasthefinal

saysobasicallythatcompanyishis.Hejustput

partnerstoputawebonoureyes

Nombulelo:andthenheappointshisfriendasa

COOafriendweknewnothingaboutallofasudden

heresurfaceslikewhatthehell

Bongani:let'sjustacceptthatwewillneverhave

ourcompanybackandmoveon.Doyouknowthe

personwhoboughtthehouse?



Nombulelo:don'tyoumentionthehousebecause

youandNomvulaarethereasonwhyourown

motherissquatting.Wearetheoneswhocan

squatternotourmotherBongani.Thathousewas

forher,builtbyherhusbandofmanyyears

Bongani:ididn'tsaybitemyheadoff.Wedidwhat

wesawgoodthen

Nombulelo:propertyissomethingyoudon'tjust

wakeupandgetridof.Youtaketimetothinkabout

it.Propertyisalifetimeinvestmentguys

Zanele:wellnooneknewthiswouldhappen

Nombulelo:sooutof3welllearnedpeopleiwasthe

onlyonewhothoughtofthepossibledangerof

sellingourhouse?ComeonZanele

Zanele:butatleastyouguysaregoingtostarta

business.Wecanalwaysgetmamaanewhouseso

thatshecanstartnewmemories

Nombulelo:idoubtshewouldbehappyifNomvula

isn'tplanningtostaywithherforalongtimeiwill

takeherinbecauseitseemslikeimtheonlyone

whocaresabouther



Bongani:that'sunfair

Nombulelo:whateverBongani,youguysshould

havelistenedtomeandwhatifthisbusinesswe

wanttostartfails?

Bongani:becauseyouhavedoubtinyourhead

that'swhenitsgoingtofail.Havesomefaithplease

hawu

Nombulelo:imnotgoingtorestuntilZulupaysfor

whathedidtrustme

Bongani:youwanttorisklosingyourjob?

Nombulelo:youhaveabusiness,Zanelehas

companies,Vula'slodgeiscomingupwellandwe

areabouttostartabusinessaswellsothereare

manyplacesicangetajobfrom,thatstupid

truckingcompanyisnottheonlycompanyonearth.

Iwouldratherloseajobtherethantowatch

someoneliveoffmyfather'shardwork

Zanele:sowhatareyouplanningtodo?

Nombulelo:iwantthosecontrollingshares

Zanele:andyouthinkhe'sgoingtogivethemtoyou



justlikethat?

Nombulelo:ifZuluthinkshe'stheonlyonebetterat

thisconnivinggamethenhehasn'tmetNombulelo

Jola

Zanele:(smiled)oh?

Bongani:youarenotgoingtoturnintosomeone

youarenotjustbecauseofgreedLelo

Zanele:it'snotgreedlove

Bongani:whatisit?Don'ttellmeyouaregoingto

supporthersillyidea

Zanele:itsfightingforwhat'srightfullyyoursand

yesimgoingtosupporther

Bongani:whyiminotsurprised

Zanele:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Bongani:Lelodon'tdosomethingyoumightregret

laterplease.Let'sjustacceptwhathappenedand

moveon

Nombulelo:overmydeadbodyBongani.Imgoing

tofightthatmantoothandnailjustwatchandsee.



Whoeveriswithmegoodandwhoeverisn'tstillfine

butdon'tcomerunningaftermeonceyouseeme

flourishing

Bongani:sothisisyoubeingselfish?

Nombulelo:notatalliwillbefightingforthisfamily

Zanele:jongaLeloimwithyouallthewaywhatever

youneedhelponjusthitmeupihonestlycan't

standpeoplewhothinkit'soktostringpeoplealong

andthendropthemlastminuteoncetheygetwhat

theywanted

Nombulelo:thankyou

ShesippedhercoffeewhileBonganisighed

shakinghisheadasZaneleheadedtothekitchen

smiling.

AtNomvula'shouse...

Sheslowlyopenedhermother'sbedroomdoorand



foundherstillsobbing.Sheswallowedclosingit

aftergettinginsideandslowlymadewaytoher.

Shesatbesidesherandwipedhertearsasshe

criedoutloud...

Nomvula:it'sgoingtobeokmama.It'sgoingtobe

ok,comehere

Shesaidhelpinghersitupandtightlyhuggedher...

Nomayeza:ilovehimVulailovethatman

Nomvula:iknowmom

Nomayeza:howcanhedothistome?Howcan

ZuludothistomeVulaaftersomanyyears?

Nomvula:wellyoucanneverknowapersonand

theirintensionsma

Nomayeza:butwearetoooldtobeplayingsuch

games.Heshouldhavejustbeenhonestwithme

thantolookmeintheeyeseverydayandlietome



for10years.10yearswonkeVulanomanno(she

criedmore)

Nomvula:allyouhavetodonowisfocuson

movingonmama

Nomayeza:howdoyoumoveonfromsomeoneyou

loveandlivedwithforsomanyyears?TellmeVula,

how?

Nomvula:idon'tknowbutiknowitwon'tbeeasy

kodwayoujusthavetofindawayma

Nomayeza:ifsomeonesaidtomeinmyyounger

yearsthatiwillbecryingforamaninmy70'si

wouldhavelaughed

Nomvula:mjolowanyisamaitdoesn'tmatterhow

oldorhowyoungyouare

Nomayeza:manaredogsandtheyaregoingtodie

apainfuldeath

Nomvula:henceichosetobecelibateidon'twant

tobegoingthroughsuchthings

Nomayeza:firstitwasyourfathernowZuluthe

manithoughtifoundcomfortin



Nomvula:thisgoestoshowthatyoucannevertrust

apersonmanomatterhowlongtheyhavebeenin

yourlife

Nomayeza:butilovehim

Nomvula:iknowbutwhatiknowisthatyouwillget

overhimwithtime

Nomayeza:whattimeVula?Mytimeonearthis

limiteddoyouforgethowoldiam?Theseyearsare

theyearsishouldbespendingwiththeloveofmy

lifenotcryingoverhimbreakingmyheart

Nomvula:whatdoyouwanttodonow?

Nomayeza:(sighedandsniffed)idon'tknow

Nomvula:don'ttellmeyouareconsideringtobea

secondwife(shekeptquiet)haiboma?

Nomayeza:hesaidhelovesmeVula

Nomvula:nomayouarenotforthatandyouknow

it.Youknowyourworthmacomeonnow

Nomayeza:buthehasnotbeenwithherfor10

years



Nomvula:areyousureaboutthat?HistripstoKZN

andalloverSAdon'tyouthinkmaybehewas

meetingupwithher?(Shesighed)exactlysowe

can'tbecertainthathehasn'tbeenwithherforthe

past10years.Don'tdothattoyourself

Nomayeza:anywaywhoboughtthehouse?

Nomvula:ihaven'theardbutiwilltalktomyagent.

Areyoulisteningtome?

Nomayeza:yesNomvulapleasegetmeaglassof

waterandpainkillers

ShewenttogetthemforherwhileNomayezathrew

herheadbackontheheadboardandsighedwith

hereyesclosed.

Fromthehospital...

Mandlareachedinthecoolerboxandtookouta

drinkopeningit...



Mandla:wantone?

Sbu:noimdrivingandshouldwegetstoppedthe

policearegoingtothinkthatimdrinkingwithyou

Mandla:tohellwiththem

Sbu:(chuckled)sohowwastheluncheon?

Mandla:dramaasalways.Ithinkthisfamily

deservesarealitytvshow."Keepingupwiththe

Jolas"(helaughed)

Sbu:fillmein

Mandla:notonlydidheshockthemaboutthe

renamingofthecompanybuthiswifeof22years

andtwo19yearoldchildrenresurfaced

Sbu:what!?

Mandla:isweartoyou

Sbu:sohowdidBongs'smothertakeit?

Mandla:youknowher,shehasalwaysbeenasoft

womansoshejustwenttothehousebutthe

personwhowaslividwasNombuleloyohthechick



wasreadytokillsomeone

Sbu:iwouldaswell.Youhavebeeninourlivesso

manyyearsfightingforourlegacyinthenameof

gettingbackwhat'srightfullyoursforus,onlyfor

yourwifeandkidstoresurfaceaftergettingthe

companyinyourhands,iwouldhavebeenlivid

Mandla:Bongstellsmethatsheevenchokedhim

andbithim

Sbu:(laughed)youlie

Mandla:isweartoyou

Sbu:damnimissedalot

Mandla:trustmeitwasamess

Sbu:indeed.Iwonderwhattheyareplanningnow,

there'snothingasdangerousasawomanscorned

Mandla:myadviceforZuluisforhimtodowhat's

rightbeforehelosesvaluablethings.Heshouldask

meandiwilltellhim,thatfamilyisdangerousmore

especiallytheirdaughterinlaw

Sbu:honestlyspeakingilongpickedthatZanele

wasdangerousthetimewemetthem.Aselfmade



womanisonewomanyoucan'teasilygoagainstso

iwasn'tshockedwhenyousaidshewantedto

adoptAlex.Thosekindofwomenarepossessive

andselfishidon'tunderstandhowsheandBongs

survivedthislong

Mandla:iguessBongscancontrolher

Sbu:truesoZulushouldbecareful

Mandla:butthere'ssomethingiwantustoaddress

Sbu:whatisit?

Mandla:thisKennedyguy,Bongani'slonglost

friend

Sbu:whatabouthim?

Mandla:there'ssomethingabouthimthatdoesn't

sitwellwithme

Sbu:really?

Mandla:yeah.He'swasjustactingweirdaround

Zaneleattheluncheon

Sbu:how?

Mandla:hewastootouchymanandwasstanding



waytooclosetoher

Sbu:(laughed)don'ttellmeyouthinkhewantsher

Mandla:trustmehedoes

Sbu:nomanwhichfriendwantsafriend'swife?

Mandla:anythingispossibleSbuaskmeandiwill

tellyou

Sbu:ohyeahimeanyouareanexpertinthatarea

youmanagedtoscoreitwithyourfriend'schild

Mandla:(chuckled)ididn'tsaycomeatmelikethat

(theylaughed)butonaseriousnotemyguyithink

heneedstobestoppedidon'ttrusthim

Sbu:ihaveanewbornatthehouseandmywifeis

cominghometomorrowthetwomostimportant

womeninmylifesomyattentionfromnowonwill

mostlybeonthem.Whenitcomestopeopleand

theirfamilyaffairsidon'twanttogetinvolved

unlesstheycometome.Yousawhowmywife

almostgotburntinyoursituationsowehavelearnt

ourlesson

Mandla:but...



Sbu:that'smywordandit'sfinalbruhgetrealwith

drinkingandmindyourbusinessmaybeitstime

youfoundyourselfafreshyoungchickisn'tthat's

whatyouprefer

TheylaughedasMandlacontinuedtodrinkhisbeer.

InFochville...

Afterfillingametaltubwithwaterandicecubes.

Theytookoffallherclothesandleftherwithher

underneathclothingononlythenputherinthetub

asshegaspedforairgainingherconsciousness...

Lady:what...

Theydidn'tallowhertosayanythingmoreasthey

putherunderthecoldwaterasshekickedwith

Bulldozerholdingherlegs...



Zino:(pulledherheadout)whothehelldoyouthink

youare?

Lady:(shivering)whatareyougoingtodowithme?

Zino:whatishouldhavedonealongtimeago

Lady:imsosorrypleaseforgiveme

Zino:doyouknowihadtosleepinaprisoncell

becauseofyourtongue?

Lady:ididn'tmeantopleasedon'tkill...

Zino:(sunkheragain)didn'tmeantobutyetyoudid

Shesaidstranglingherwithherheadundertheicy

waterwhileshekickedasshepulledheroutagain

andshecoughedcatchingherbreath...

Lady:don'tkillmeplease

Zino:yetyoutookaknifeandstabbedmeinthe

back.Tellmeareasonwhyishouldkillyou



Lady:mychildren...

Zino:youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbefore

youdidwhatyoudid

Lady:theycorneredme

Zino:soyousawitoktosellmeout?

Lady:ihadnochoice.Whowasgoingtostaywith

mychildrenwhileiwasbehindbars?

Zino:soyouneverthoughtofthedangersthis

posedwhenyouacceptedthemoneyigaveyou

right?(Sheswallowed)iaskedyouaquestion!

Lady:nopleasedon'tputmeunderthewateragain.

It'stoocold

Zino:ohok.Bull,fixthatheaterforme

Theladyswallowedlookingonwithherbody

uncontrollablyshiveringwhileBulldozerfixeda

heaterandputachairinfrontofit...

Zino:up



Lady:whatareyou...

Zino:isaidup!

Shejerkedherupwithherhairasshegruntedwhile

beingpulledtothechair.Zinothrewheronitas

Bulldozertiedhertoit...

Lady:it'stoohot

Zino:whatdoyouwantmetodowithyou?

Lady:iwilldowhateveryouwantpleasereleaseme

Zino:(laughed)afterwhatyoujustdid?Inyour

dreams.

Lady:comeondon'tyouhavekidsofyourown?

Zino:onethingaboutmeidon'tinviteweaklinksin

mylifewhentheyarefarawayihopeihave

answeredyou

Lady:(swallowedburning)canyoupleasereduce

theheatimburning



Zino:ifiletyougoiwillberiskingmyfreedomi

knowyouwillsurelygoandsinglikeacanarytothe

policejustlikeyoudidsomyladyhowdoyouwant

todie?Timeismoney

Lady:(swallowed)pleasehavelittlefaithinmei

wouldneverdosuchathing.Iwillretractmy

statement

Zino:andifyoudon't?

Lady:thenyoucandowhateveryouwantwithme

Zino:oh?Ohwellthenthat'ssoundsgood

Bulldozer:don'ttellmeyouaregoingtolistentoher.

Youwillbesigningyourlifeawaytrustme.

Liabilitieslikeherdon'tdeservetoliveinfactwe

shouldbedonewithhernowidon'tunderstandwhy

youarestillwastingyourtimewithher

Zino:didyouhearthat?

Lady:yesbutipromiseyouiwilldojustasyousay

Zino:trustmeifyoudon'tdothatyouaregoingto

wishthatyouhadnevercrossedpathswithmedo

youunderstand(shenodded)isaiddoyou



understand!?

Lady:yes,yesidounderstandmylady

Zino:good.Nowgo

Bulldozer:what!?

Zino:untieher

Bulldozer:ma'ambut...

Zino:isaiduntieher!

Bulldozersighedshakinghisheadanduntiedher

asshequicklyputonherclothesandtookherbag

runningoff...

Bulldozer:doyourealisewhatyoujustdid?

Zino:(takingoffhergloves)imnotZaneleidon'tgo

aroundtakinglivesunnecessarilyyouandher

betterwatchandlearn.Clearthisplaceandlockup

youwillcallZozskitocomepickyouup



Shetooktherangecarkeysanddroveoffwhile

Bulldozershookhisheadandclearedupafter

callingZozski.

AtZulu'shouse...

InalongsilkyandfeatheryrobeKhethiwecameout

ofthebathroomsingingwhileZuluclosedthebook

hewasreadingandtookoffhisglasses...

Khethiwe:atleastyoursecondwifehastaste

shame

Zulu:Khethiwewhatareyoudoinghere?

Khethiwe:whatkindofquestionisthat?Imyour

wifeThembaandthosetwokidsmakingnoise

downstairsareyours

Zulu:didyouhavetodoitthiswaythough?

Khethiwe:whatdidyouwantmetodo?Zuluiwas

tired,imissedmyman,imissedbeingaroundyou



24/7

Zulu:didn'tipromisetocallyouonceeverything

wassettled?

Khethiwe:iknowyouZulugiventhetimeyouhave

beenawayshowsthatyouwouldn'thave?Iwas

tiredoflivinglikeawidowwhileyouwerealiveand

livinglargeinGauteng

Zulu:nowyouaregoingtomakepeoplecomeafter

me

Khethiwe:theycancomeafteryoualltheywantbut

theyarenevergoingtogetwhattheywishfor.How

longhaveyoubeenworkingwithDumisanibutall

yougotwasyoursharereturns?Youkeptthat

man'ssecretsandeverythingbuthenever

appreciatedyoubygivingyoumoresharesatleast

andiwasactuallythinkingyoushouldfirehis

daughter

Zulu:what!?

Khethiwe:yesshedoesn'tdeservetoworkinthat

companyandyoushouldrenameittoZuluTrucking

only



Zulu:buttheyhelpedinbuyingitback

Khethiwe:(turned)so?

Zulu:theydeservesomething

Khethiwe:areyoutheirfatherperhaps?

Zulu:nobut...

Khethiwe:butnothing,the25%percentyougave

themismorethanenoughyoushouldhavegiven

them15justliketheothershareholderseven

Zulu:youcausinghavocisenoughidon'twantany

moretrouble

Khethiwe:youarehonestlyacoward

Zulu:nowyouarecrossingtheline

Khethiwe:yesyouareZulu,theygaveyou

Dumisani'smoneysowhat?Youdeservedityou

havebeenlookingafterthosepeopleforalongtime

now

Zulu:mywordisfinalimnotfiringNombuleloand

that'sit

Khethiwe:ohsoyourwifeshouldstayhomeanddo



nothing?

Zulu:withwhatqualificationsKhethiwe?AAT?That

younggirldidmastersinfinanceandshe'sa

charteredaccountantahugedifferencefromwhat

youdid

Khethiwe:soyoudoubtmycapabilitiesZulu?

Shesaidstandingupfromthedressingchairand

droppedherroberemainingwiththeshortsleeping

dresswhichhadhercleavagepoppingasZulu

swallowed...

Khethiwe:iaskedyouaquestion

Zulu:don'tdothat

Khethiwe:(scoffed)goodnight

Zulu:(frowned)what?Whereareyougoingtosleep?

Khethiwe:inanotherroomimnotgoingtosleepin

anotherwoman'ssheetsandwithamanwho

doesn'twantappreciatemyworth



Zulu:ah

Khethiwe:anduntilyourealisemyworthyouwon't

becominganywhereclosetothis

ShesaidstruttingherfigureoutwhileZulusighed

andthrewhisheadbackontheheadboardgrunting.

AttheJola's...

ZanelegotintobedasBonganiputhisphoneaway

andcuppedher...

Bongani:love?

Zanele:yes

Bongani:stopadvicingNombulelointothingsshe's

notgoodat

Zanele:soishouldletZulugetawaywithtaking

awaywhat'syourslove?



Bongani:sometimesit'sbettertojustwalkaway

Zanele:no,whatZuludidiswronginsomanyways

andhehastopayforitandidon'tappreciatehow

youspoketomeearliersayingyouarenot

surprisedthatiwouldsupportLeloforherseekfor

revenge

Bongani:imsorryitjustslippedout.Iwantustobe

safe.Idon'twantustogoaroundpokingsnake

holesnotknowinghowdeeptheyare

Zanele:there'snothingdangerousaboutwhatLelo

isfightingforandagainitsnotrevengeshe's

fightingforwhat'srightfullyoursasfamily.

Bongani:whatareyougoingtofightwiththen?

Zanele:everyonehasskeletonslove

Bongani:wellyoucouldusehisfirstwifeandkids

againsthimbutthatwouldn'tbepossiblenow

Zanele:therearesomanywaysofkillingacat.

EnoughaboutZululet'stalkabout...(hisphonerang)

Bongani:whoisitthislate,ohit'smyguy.Buddy

whyareyoucallingthislatedon'tyouknowima



marriedman?

Man:sorrymyguybutididn'twanttowaitany

longer.IhaveinformationaboutKumkani's

whereabouts

Bongani:(satupandputhimonloudspeaker)oh?

Man:yeshimandhisfriendandhisfriend's

grandmothermovedtoMidrand

Bongani:what!?

Man:yesheissaidtohaveboughtanewcaranda

bighousethere

Bongani:areyousureaboutthis?

Man:100%myguyihaveaskedmyguystogetme

theaddresssoibelieveiwillhaveittomorrow

morning

Bongani:okthesoonerwehaveitthebetter

Man:yeah.Haveagoodnight

Bongani:sure(hehungup)wow

Zanele:soKumkaniisstillsellingdrugs?



Bongani:clearly

Zanele:thischild

Shesighedastheywentbackinsidethesheets.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

InOR-Tamboairport...

ThembekaandThandolaughedaftertakingaselfie

andposteditontheirwhatsappstatusescaptioning

it"Dubaiherewecome".The"travellingagent"came

afterhavingtheirdocumentsscanned...

Lady:wearereadytogomyladies

Thembeka:canwemakeaquickcall?

Lady:noproblem

Thembeka:(dialedZanele)heybaby



Zanele:(yawning)ma

Thembeka:areyoustillsleeping?

Zanele:yesmamait'saSaturday

Thembeka:ohwellweareboardingourplanemy

love

Zanele:ohokmathatmeansyouguyswillbein

Dubaiearlymorningtomorrow

Thembeka:yesmybaby

Lady:weaskedtobequickMrsMsomi

Thembeka:ohok.Letmeloveandleaveyoumy

baby.Kissesandhugs

Zanele:safetravelsmakissmakaziformeok

Thembeka:iwillbye

Theyhungupastheyledthewayoutthedeparture

doorwhiletheyoungladysentSimmoneatext

message...



Simmone:(smiled)guesswhatdaddy

Ndlovu:yeslove?

Simmone:ourtwoparcelshavejustmadetheirway

intotheplane

Ndlovu:musictomyears

TheychuckledasSimmonecalledhercontactin

Dubai.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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AttheZulu's...

Khethiweandherchildrenlaughedastheysat

downafterthehousehelpersetthetable...

Khethiwe:thankyousisi

Helper:youarewelcomemadam

Khethiwe:andforeverything,iwilldefinitelytalkto

MrZulutogiveyouaraise.Whatyoudidformy

childrenandiisjustoutofthisworldthankyouso

much

Helper:thepleasureisallminemadam

Shesmiledgoingtothekitchenastheyduginwhile

Zulucamedownthestairsinblueshorts,golfT-

shirtandajerseytiedonhisshoulderswithacap

on...

Khethiwe:goingsomewhere?



Zulu:yesihaveagolfoutingwithLwethusoiwill

beoutallday

Khethiwe:ohwhydidn'tyoutellmesoicouldtag

along?

Zulu:didn'tyoujusthearmesayingwithLwethu?It

willjustbethetwoofus

Khethiwe:ohokthennoproblem.Havefun

Zulu:thankyou(smiled)soyouguysdecidedto

havebreakfastwithoutme?(Theykeptquiet)

Lindani,Lindiwe?Imtalkingtoyouguys

Lindani:ohsorry,weareusedtohavingbreakfast

justasthethreeofus

Khethiwe:haiboLindani

Lindiwe:whatmait'sthetruth

Lindani:exactly

Zulu:iunderstandyouguysmightbeangrybut...

Lindani:might?Reallynowdad?

Zulu:oksorry,youguysareangrybutyoushould

alsorememberthatimyourfather(Lindiwescoffed



shakingherhead)anythingwrongLindiwe?

Lindiwe:actuallyitsalotofthingswrong"dad"

whenwasthelasttimeyousawus?10yearsago

whenwewerestillkidslookatusnow,Lindanihas

afullbeardihaveahugechestandyouthinkthings

wouldbenormal?NoZuluitdoesn'tworklikethat

Lindani:ihadtobetaughthowtodrivebymyown

motherwhileihadadadwhowasbusyhelping

somewomanraisegrownups

Zulu:okyoutwocancomeatmeallyoulikebut

whenitcomestoNomayezaidrawtheline.That

womanismywifeandyouaregoingtorespecther

Lindiwe:yeahright.Shewasbusystuffingherface

withyourmoneywhilewestruggledwithour

mother

Zulu:ohreallynow?Youstruggled?Iguessi

missedthemeaningofstrugglebecausewheni

lookatyouiseepeoplewhoarelivingavery

comfortablelife

Lindani:that'sbecausemomhadtoworkdayand

nighttomakesureweareok.Doyouknowhow



peoplemockedusinDurban?Tellingusthatwe

arefatherlessandwearenothingtothecommunity

allbecauseourfatherchoseanotherwomanover

hisfamily

Zulu:imsorry

Lindiwe:sorrydoesn'titcutit.Youoweusandour

motheralotmorethanthis.10yearsisalot

Zulu:whatdoyouwantmetodotoshowyouguys

thatimsorry?

Lindiwe:startbygettingmomajobinthatcompany

notjustanypositionbutapositionshedeserves

Zulu:(scoffed)ohsoyouputthekidstothis

Khethiwe?

Khethiwe:huh?Whatareyouguystalkingabout?

Zulu:don'tactlikeyoudidn'thearthat

Khethiwe:iheardeverythingwhatiwantto

understandiswhyyouthinkiwouldputtwogrown

upstoanything.Theseareyoungadultstheyknow

alotandcanseealotsodon'tyoutryandshift

blame



Zulu:yourmotherdidAATyoucan'texpectherto

holdanyhigherpositionthanbeingajunior

accountant

Lindani:youarethebossyoudowhat'sright.After

doingsomakesureyoubuyuscars,payourfees

forthenexttermandthencreditusourallowances

from10yearsagouptodateandjustsoyouknow

sinceweturned16ourallowancemovedfromR1.5

toR3K

Zulu:what!?Areyouguyscrazy?Wheredoyou

expectmetogetallthemoneyyouaretalking

about?Ijustboughtacompanyineedtorecover

myfinancesfirst

Lindiwe:youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbefore

leavingus

Zulu:youknowwhatyoutwo,imnotgoingtosit

hereandlistentoyournonsense.Iapologisedfor

abandoningyouguysbutididitforyou.Ifyouwere

smartenoughyouwouldrealisesobutsinceyou

aremoreinvestedinmakingme"pay"youcan'tsee

it.Imtoooldtobecontrolledbymyownchildren.



Haveagoodday

Heclickedhistongueandgrabbedhiscarkeys

leavingwhileLindiwewidenedhereyeslookingat

himdriveout...

Lindani:(shookhishead)wow

Lindiwe:didthismanjustwalkoutonus?

Khethiwe:(wipedhermouth)sitbackandleavehim

tomekidsiwillmakesurethathedoeswhat'sright.

Ifhethinksweareheretojokethenhehasanother

thingcoming.(TotheHelper)lovepleasebringme

ahotsauceicannevereatmyomeletteswithout

one

Shetookasipfromherjuiceasthehelperdidas

asked.

AtNomvula'shouse...



Sheheavedahugesighedhittingherheadagainst

thefridgeashermothercamerunningafter

smellingsomethingburning...

Nomayeza:(movedthepanofftheburner)dammit

Vulayouwanttoburnusinthehouse?

Nomvula:(sighed)thisisjustnoton,noman,no!

Nomayeza:what'sgoingon?Whyareyouangry?

Nomvula:imjustfromaphonecallwithmyagent

Nomayeza:whatdidshesay?

Nomvula:youmightwanttositdownforthisone

Nomayeza:(pulledthekitchenstool)don'ttellme

Zuluistheonewhoboughtmyhouse

Nomvula:(sighed)nobuthisfrienddid

Nomayeza:what!?

Nomvula:imtellingyouma.Lwethuisstayingin

ourhouseaswespeak.Ievenaskedthemanwho



wenttocollectourthingsandheconfirmedthatit's

indeedLwethu

Nomayeza:wowsoZulubrokemyheartandgave

hisfriendmyhouse?Vulawhathaveidoneto

deservethis?Whathavei...

Sheputherhandsonherfaceandburstintoacry...

Nomvula:imsosorrymayouseewhyisaythis

mandoesn'tdeserveyou?

Nomayeza:iwasbuiltthathousebyamanwho

lovedmeVula,thatisyourfather'shardworkican't

believeithrewitawaylikethati...ohthixo(shecried

more)

Nomvula:itwillbeokma.Youwillhealfromthis

Nomayeza:(clickedhertonguewipinghertears)

youknowwhat,Zuluwouldgrowatailimnotgoing

tofeedhisprideandego(shetookherphone)

Nomvula:nomawhatareyoudoing?



Nomayeza:imcallinghim

Nomvula:andsaywhat?That'snotagoodidea

mamapleasedon't...

Nomayeza:leavemealone!

NomvulajumpedbackstartledasNomayeza

clickedhertongueandcalledZulu...

Zulu:MrsZulu

Nomayeza:whereareyou?

Zulu:immakingmywayintoagolfcourseright

now

Nomayeza:weneedtotalk

Zulu:ohokyoucanmakeyourwayherethen

Nomayeza:goodiwillbethereinafewminutes

sendmethenameofthegoldcourse

Zulu:ok



Nomayezahungupandclickedhertonguegoingto

herroomwhileNomvulasatdownshakingherhead.

Shecameout10minuteslaterinjeans,sneakers

andat-shirtwithahatandtookhercarkeys...

Nomvula:madon'tyouwanttothinkaboutthisfirst?

Nomayeza:byeVula

Nomvula:ma,mamacomeon,ma...

ShesighedasNomayezaslammedthedoorleaving

herinside.

Atthepolicestation...

Molaolaughedwithanofficerandopenedhisoffice

onlytofindthefruitmarketladyinsidewhostood

upashegotin...



Molao:ma'amhowmayibeofhelp?

Lady:imheretoretractmystatement

Molao:excuseme?

Lady:idon'twanttobeinvolvedinanything

Molao:whatareyousaying?Youarealready

involved

Lady:isaidwhatisaid.Idon'twanttobecaught

betweenanything

Molao:doyouunderstandtheconsequencesof

whatyouaredoing?Youaresafewithus

Lady:ohreallynow?

Molao:yesicanguaranteeyouthat

Lady:(scoffed)notafterwhatiwentthroughlast

night

Molao:(frowned)whatdidyougothrough?Didthey

threatenyou?

Lady:iwantoutofyourlittledealandiknowimnot

safewithyouguys



Molao:canyoupleasetellmewhathappenedlast

nightsothaticanhelpyou

Lady:lookhere,ididn'tcomeheretospendalldayi

cametotellyouthatican'tdowhatyouwantmeto

do

Molao:ma'amwait

Lady:goodbyesir

Molao:ma'ami...(sheleft)ma'am...(hitthedesk)

dammit!Dammitmanwhat'swrongwithpeople!

Urghman!

HesaidhittingthedeskonemoretimeasLerato

walkedin...

Lerato:everythingokandwhyareyouintheoffice

areyounotsupposedtobeoff?

Molao:ihavealotofwork.It'stheJola's

Lerato:whatdidtheydonow?

Molao:theythreatnedthemarketladynowshe



wantstoretractherstatementdoessheknowthe

powerherstatementholdsonthiscase?Urghshit

manpeoplecanbeannoying

Lerato:whenitoldyouthattheJola'sareapieceof

workyousaidimobsessedwiththemnowlookat

whattheyhavedone.

Molao:noican'tletthemgetawaythateasily

Lerato:wellwiththerateatwhichthingsaregoing

theyaregoingtogetawayagain

Molao:overmydeadbodyimgoingtomakesure

thatZinokuhleandKumkanirotinjail

Lerato:ihavebeensayingandagainiwastoldi

wasobsessing

Molao:nowiseewhatyousee

Lerato:good.Iknowthatwoman'sstatementholds

somuchweightinyoursidebutwethersheretracts

itornotwecanstillwin

Molao:allwehaveisproofthatthepoisonthe

youngmanconsumedisnotfoundinorangepits

whichissomethingthecourtcaneasilyoverlook



oncethatwomanprovesthatshehasbeenselling

cleanfruitsallherlifeandwhenZinoproofsshe

hasbeendonatingcleanfruitsandeverythingtothe

communityofThembisaforalongtime

Lerato:(sighed)yeahnehbutweshouldn'tgiveup.

Thetrialdateshaven'tbeencommunicatedyetlet's

fighttowinthiswomanoveragain.Ifshecomesto

oursideshestandsagreaterchanceofgettinga

suspendedsentencebutifshechosestostandwith

theenemyshewouldneverseeherkidsagain

becauseshewouldbeanaccomplicetomurder

Molao:(sighed)okwecantrythatapproachbut

bareinmindthatthesepeoplethreatnedher

Lerato:thereisourammunitionincourtifshestill

refuses.Weclearlyproofthatshecametoretract

herstatementafterbeingthreatenedsothem

threateninghermeansthere'ssomethingthey

runningfrom

Molao:(smiled)wonderfulideaandifthecourtasks

forproofofherwantingtoretractherstatementi

showthemtherecordinginmyofficeandtheywill



seethatshewasshaken

Lerato:(smiled)yousee,butlet'sgiveheronelast

chancetosaveherselfifnotwegoaheadwithour

plan

Molao:haveievertoldyouhowmuchofagenious

youare

Lerato:(smiled)iknowlove.Seeyoulaterhey

Molao:okbabesimheadingtoquestionKumkani

later

Lerato:okallthebest,comefordinnerlater

Molao:whatareyoumaking?

Lerato:yourfavoriteplusmomsaysshemisses

touchingyou(theylaughed)

Molao:ifeellikeyourmomsbwlsme(theylaughed)

Lerato:byebabe

Molao:bye

Sheleftashesatbackwithasmileonhisfaceand



thoughtforafewsecondsthenstartedworking.

Atagolfcourse...

NomayezalookedaroundandspottedZuluand

Lwethuchattingbythebarassheclickedher

tonguegoingtothem...

Zulu:ohhilove

Lwethu:(smiles)MrsZulu

Shelookeddownathishandandbackupathim

andclickedhertongue...

Nomayeza:leave

Zulu:butlovehe...

Nomayeza:youngmanisaidleaveandwhileyouat

itpackyourtrashandvacatemyhouse



Zulu:justgiveusafewminutes

LwethutookhisdrinkandwalkedawayasZulu

turnedtoNomayezabutwasmetbyahotslapthat

partlyblindedhimasheblinked...

Zulu:whatwasthatfor?

Nomayeza:soitsallnormalforyouhuh?

Zulu:ithoughtyouwantedtotalk

Nomayeza:Zuluwhatdoyouseewhenyoulookat

me?

Zulu:awomanwho...

Nomayeza:isanidiotright?Awomanwho

deservesnothingbuttobeusedbymenisthat

whatyouseewhenyoulookatme?

Zulu:nolovei...

Nomayeza:don'tyoudarelovemedoyouhearme!?

HowcouldyouZulu?Youstealfrommychildren,

childrenyoualwaysclaimedtocareaboutandafter



thatyouforcemetogetthemtosellahousetheir

fatherbuiltforthemonlyforyoutogiveittoyour

friendwhatkindofapersonareyou?

Zulu:Nomayezaitsnotlikethat

Nomayeza:whatisitlikethenZulu,whatisitlike!?

Zulu:stopshoutinglikethatyouareinviting

unnecessaryattentiontous

Nomayeza:welltheycanlookalltheywantidon't

care.Youarenothingbutanexcuseforaman!You

aretrashZulu,youareathief!Youareascammer!

Youarenothingbutalowlifecriminal!Sonofa

bitch!

Shesaidhittinghimwithherbagashegrabbedher

andlockedherinhisarms...

Zulu:okenoughnowNomayezathat'senough

drama

Nomayeza:letgoofmeZulu!



Zulu:nowearegoinghome

Nomayeza:didicomeherewithyou?Isaidletgoof

meyoubastard!

Shebithishandashegruntedlettinggoofher

whilethepeoplewhoweretheretookvideos...

Security:wedonotcondonethiskindofbehaviour

heresopleaseleave

Zulu:wearesorrysirwewillgo

Nomayeza:gowherewithyou?Zuluyoubetter

listenandyoubetterlistencarefullydoyouhearme?

Youandthatgoatsmellingzulubitchofyours

bettersleepwithoneeyeopenatnight.Youcando

whatyoulikewithmebutnotwhenitcomestomy

childrenthat'swhereidrawtheline.Allthethings

youheardthemsayingaboutXhosawomenyouare

abouttoexperiencefirsthand.Watchyourback!

SheclickedhertongueandwalkedawaywhileZulu



sighedsittingdownmassaginghishandasLwethu

madehiswayback...

Lwethu:andthen?

Zulu:ihavehurthermanihaveneverseenherthis

angry

Lwethu:itwasboundtohappensoonerorlaterlet's

drinkandgoplaysomegolfandstopworrying

aboutwomenwehavealotofplanningtodo.Zulu

Truckingisnotasmalltimecompany.Waitergetus

shotstogetourbloodrunning

HedidasaskedwhileZulusighedstillmassaging

hishand.

AtZino'shouse...

Jason:ma!

Semakaleng:heyshutup!Youcan'tsitlikethis



whileeatingandexpectthingstonotspillonyou

areyoucrazy!?

Jasoncurvedhislipsandburstintotearswithhis

handsonhisfaceasSemakalenghithimonthe

head...

Semakaleng:whyareyoucrying?Doyouwantme

to...

Zino:(grabbedhim)areyoucrazywhyareyou

hittingthechild?

Semakaleng:putmychilddown

Zino:likehelliwill.Youcan'tshoutatachildlike

thiswhilehe'seating.Ifhe'splayingaroundwhy

don'tyouputhiminhisfeedingchair?Jasonisstill

threeyearsoldhecansitonit

Semakaleng:betweenyouandiwho'schildisthis?

Givememychildbackyoubarrenbitch!

Zino:youaresick.Howcanyousaysuchwordsin

frontofachild?Imsosorrymyboygotoyourroom



iwillbringyousomethingelsetoeatok

Sheputhimdownashesobbedgoingupwhile

Semakalengscoffedandclickedhertonguegoing

tothekitchen...

Semakaleng:soyouwanttousemysontoget

Xabaright?

Zino:noyouaretheoneusingthepoorchildtoget

toXabawhatkindofamotherdoesthat?Areyou

evenawareofwhatyouaredoingtothechild?

Semakaleng:sinceyouknowalotaboutraisinga

childwhydon'tyouhaveoneyourself?

Zino:youneedtobeamotherSemakalengstop

takingoutyourfrustrationsonJason.He's

watchingcartoonssohe'sboundtobedistracted

andspillsomethingandit'sokhe'sachild.Mind

howyoureprimandhimandstopteachinghimthat

violenceistheanswertoeverything

Semakaleng:wellhetakesafterhisfatherthey



believeinviolence

Zino:youneedtofindajob

Semakaleng:sonowyouwanttomotherme?

(Scoffed)moveoverileftmymotherinFreestate

Zino:Xabacan'tbetheonetakingcareofthechild

aloneyouneedtoplayyourpart

Semakaleng:1heejaculatedinmeididn'teven

cum,2icarriedthatchildforawhole9months,3i

wentthroughaseriesofsicknessesnottomention

morningsicknesses,4mylegswenthuge,igained

weight,myfacechangedandeverythinginme,i

havestretchmarksrightnowwhilehewasbusy

fuckinggirlsalloverGauteng.5imtheonewho

wentonthewhitehorse,14hoursoflabour,14

fuckinghoursoflabourihadmypussystretched

thathisbigheadedchildcouldcomeoutandyou

comeandtellmeishouldplaymypart?Hischildbit

mynippleseverytimewhenifedhimbutijust

soldieredonbecausehehadtobefed.Sodon't

comeatmewiththat"playyourpart"nonsensei

playedmypartsoheshouldplayhis



Zino:soyouthinkwhatyoujustsaidhassense?

Youaremoredumbthanithought.Ittakesmore

thanthattobeamother.Allyousaidiswhatyou

havetogothroughasawomansoyouhaveno

righttouseitagainstXaba.Iknowhewaspresent

fromtheonsetsodon'tstandthereandtrytojustify

yourselfforbeingauselessmotherwithwhack

theories

Semakaleng:mxm,imdonetalkingtoyou

Zino:imnotdone.Ifyouwanttocontinuebeinga

partofyourchild'slifeyoubetteractaccordinglyor

elseyouaregoingtohavetoleavemyyardand

onceyoudoknowthatyouwillneverseeJason

again

Semakaleng:isthatathreat?

Zino:idon'tmakethreatsimakepromisesandtrust

meiliveuptothem.Thisismyhousesoyouare

goingtorespectmeandthemanofthishouseif

youcan't,thereisthedoor.Idon'twanttohavethis

conversationwithyouagain



Sheopenedthefridgeandgotareadymadefruit

saladandJason'sspoongoingup...

Zino:(stopped)youknowwhat,weactuallyneeda

childminderatmykindergartensoifyouarewise

andwanttobeabettermotheryoushouldthink

aboutit.Billsinthishousedon'tpaythemselves

ShecontinuedtoJason'sroomwhileSemakaleng

rolledhereyesandwentoutside.

InMidrand...

TheoldladyopenedthegateasBonganidrovehis

carinsidetheyard.Theygotoffandknockedwhile

lookingaroundtheyard...

Grandma:(opened)goodmorning

Bongani:goodmorningmahowareyoudoing?



Zanele:(movedtheoldwomanoutoftheway)

Kumkani!Kumkaniwakeup!

Bongani:imsorryma,Zanelecomeongivetheold

womansomerespect

Zanele:iwanttoseemyson

Grandma:iwillgoandcallthem.Theyarestill

sleeping(sheheadedup)

Bongani:reallynow?

Zanele:sothisisthelifeyoursonwantstolive?Is

thisisit?

Bongani:wellifyoudidn'tbabyhimtoomuchhe

wouldn'tbehereright?(Shesighed)yes,soplease

behave

Kumkani:butmakhuluimstillsleepingwhocan

possiblycomehereat...ohno,nonono,notyou

people

Zanele:Kumkaniyoubettercomedownhere

Kumkani:howdidyouguysevenfindwhereilive?

(Sighed)youknowwhat,forgetaboutitjustleave



Bongani:okKumkaniwearenotheretofightwith

youwejustwanttotalk

Kumkani:thelasttimeirememberyouanditalking

yougavemeoptions,wethertogotoprisonor

leaveyourhousesoichosetoleaveyourhouse

whatdoyouwantfromme?

Bongani:wewanttostartoverKumkani

Kumkani:(chuckled)funny.Wellit'salittletoolate

forthatfatherdearestbye

Bongani:Kumkani...(theintercomrangastheold

ladywentforit)

Kumkani:whyareyouguysstillstandingthere?I

mademychoicesolivewithitguys

Lazer:browhat's...(swallowed)goodmorningMr

andMrsJola

Zanele:(chuckledshakingherhead)wow

Grandma:it'sthepolice

Kumkani:(heartskipped)what!?(Lazerswallowed)

Bongani:staycalmdoyouhearme?



Kumkani:soyoucalledthepoliceonme?

Zanele:whatdoyoutakeusfor?

Kumkani:thenwhataretheydoinghere?

Aknockcamethroughastheoldladyopenedfor

MolaowhofrownedseeingBonganiandZanele...

Molao:goodmorningladiesandgentlemen

Bongani:goodmorningcolonelhowmaywebeof

help?

Molao:iwouldliketoseeKumkani

Zanele:whatfor?

Molao:ihaveafewquestionsforhim

Bongani:ohok,KKlet'ssitdown(chuckled)you

knowwejustgothereaswell

Molao:isit?

Bongani:yeahwehavebeenwaytoobusytocome

andseeourson'shouseandwegotachancetoday



sowethoughtlet'sgoandseeifthatboyiskeeping

ourinvestmentsafe

Kumkanifrownedalittleshockedofhisfather's

statementwhileZanelesmiledproudandrelieved...

Molao:ohokisee.Mayipleasetalktohimaloneif

youdon'tmind?

Zanele:oksirwewillbeinthekitchen.(Tooktheold

woman'shand)youknowhowmuchimissedyou

aunty,imissedyourbakingespeciallyyourbiscuits

TheoldladychuckledconfusedwhileLazer

followedthemtothekitchen...

Molao:wemeetonceagainyoungman

Kumkani:(clearedhisthroat)whatcanidoforyou

colonel?

Molao:sothisisyourhouse?



Kumkani:yes

Molao:andtheGTIoutside?

Kumkani:ittoo

Molao:howdidyouobtainthematsuchayoung

age?

Kumkani:likeyouheardmydad,theyboughtthem

forme(hesmiled)

Molao:ohmustbenicetobeyouisee

Kumkani:youcansaythat

Molao:youhaveanysourceofincome?

Kumkani:noiliveonallowance

Molao:ohokwhathappenedbecausethelasttimei

checkedyouworkedatyourfamily'sfuneralparlour

Kumkani:itwasjustforamonthiwasholdinginfor

someonewhowassick

Molao:ohisee.Howmuchallowancedoyougetin

amonth?

Kumkani:R10Kcolonel



Molao:ohwowok.Soyouarenotdoinganything

ontheside?

Kumkani:nosir

Zanelestoppedbythewalldividingthekitchenand

thelivingroomwithatrayonherhands...

Molao:howareyourelatedtotheoldwomanand

theyoungman?

Kumkani:asyouheardmymothersayingaunty,

she'sawifetomymother'suncleandtheyoung

manisadistantcousinwhohasbeenlivingwith

hersincehisparentsdied.Hismotherwasmy

mother'suncle'sdaughter.Soit'sgrandsonand

grandmother

Molao:wherehavetheybeenliving?

Kumkani:Thembisa

Molao:ohok.Onelastquestionwherewereyouon

the18th?



Zanele:(mutteredtryingtorecallwhathappenedon

the18th)the18th,the18th,the...(remembered)shit

Kumkani:iwasinSowetoatmygrandmother's

house

Molao:ohokthankyouMrJolathatwouldbeall

Zanele:(smiledcomingout)imsorrytodisturbbuti

thoughtmaybeyouwouldlovetotrymyaunt's

biscuitscolonel

Molao:thankyousomuchbutwearedonesoim

leaving

Zanele:ohok.Ihopeyoumanagedtogetwhatyou

wantedfromhim

Molao:yeah,thankyouonceagain

HesaidleavingasKumkaniopenedthegateforhim.

Theotherscameoutofthekitchenandassoonas

MolaodroveoutZaneleputthetrayonthecoffee

table...



Zanele:wow

Kumkani:whatwasthat?

Zanele:reallyKumkani?Whatwasthat?Babeyou

won'tbelievewhatijustdiscovered

Bongani:what?

Zanele:idecidedtoeavesdropontheir

conversationandheardhimaskingwhathewas

doingonthe18th

Kumkani:andiwasatmygrandmother'shouse

that'swhatisaid

Zanele:doyourecallwhathappenedonthe18th

love?

Bongani:thatwaswhen...thatwaswhen...wait

Zanele:exactly

Bongani:nowonderthatwitchhasbeenquiet

Kumkani:whatareyouguystalkingabout

Zanele:youknowwhatKumkaniimdonewithyour

messnowiseewhyyourfatherwantsyoutoface

theconsequencesofyouractions



Kumkani:(confused)what!?

Zanele:honeylet'sgo

Kumkani:noyouguyscan'tgowithouttellingme

what'shappening

Zanele:sorryforconfusingyoumatheboyswill

explaintoyouwhatjusthappenedbutifiwereyoui

wouldpackmythingsandgobacktomyhouse.

Let'sgolove

Theywalkedoutleavingthethreepuzzledtryingto

makesenseofwhattheyareonabout...

Bongani:ican'tbelieveValentineandherbrother

pimpedoutKumkani

Zanele:trustmethistimearoundimgoingtodeal

withValentineheadonimsickandtiredofthis

bitch

Bongani:(hitthebrakes)waityoutoldmeher

brotherwasplanningtogetthecopstoKumkani

thatdaybutyounevertoldmewhathappenedto



him

Zanele:ikilledhim

Bongani:weebandlaZanele?

Zanele:ihadnochoiceitwaseitherhimormyson

Bongani:(shookhisheadjoiningtheroad)tellme

whyimstillwithyouwhileyouhavesomanydead

bodiesinyourhands.Mywifeyoushouldforget

aboutgoingtoheavenifitreallyexists

Zanele:weneedtofocusonhowwearegoingto

getridofValentineBongani

Bongani:dowhateveryouwanttodowithherits

timeicametotermswiththefactthatyouarea

heartlessmurdererbutwhateveryoudomakesure

itdoesn'tcomebacktobiteus.It'snotlikeimnot

fedupwiththischickbutyohZanele,yoh

Zanele:thankyou

Shesaidbitingonherindexfingerthinkingofwhat

todowhileBonganilookedatherandscoffed

shakinghishead...



Bongani:marriageneh.Wow

Atagolfcourse...

LwethuandZululaugheddrunkastheyplayedtheir

golfgame.Nombulelodrovearoundinagolfcart

lookingforthemandspottedthem.Sheclickedher

tongueandparkedhercartgoingtothem...

Zulu:(laughed)twiceinonedaywowaspecialman

iam

Nombulelo:what'sspecialaboutyou?Thefactthat

youareacriminalandabloodsuckingtick?

Zulu:ohwowladiesandgentlemenasecondround

ofinsultsthistimefromherlovelydaughter(they

laughed)

Nombulelo:youarenotevenashamed

Zulu:afterwhatyourmotherdidearlier?Notevena



bit,actuallyimgladithappened

Nombulelo:wellimnotmymotherimnotgoingto

restuntilyoupayforwhatyoudid

Zulu:goaheadmychildthere'snothingstandingon

yourway.Giveityourbestshot

Nombulelo:iseeyouforgetiknowhowtheformer

CFOpassedon

Zulu:(scoffedgoingclosertoher)iknewitwould

cometothisbutrememberyounggirlitoldyou

whathappenedandwhatdidyoudo?Youdidnot

tellthepolice(laughed)guesswhatthatmakesyou,

anaccomplicetomurder(helaughedmore)ifigo

downigodownwithyou

Nombulelo:yousickbas...

Zulu:sssssh,idon'tpickfightswithyounggirlslike

you.Locateyourlaneifyoustillvalueyourself

Nombuleloclickedhertongueandwalkedaway...



Zulu:ohbytheway,tellmommydearestthatitwas

agreat10years

HelaughedoutloudwhileafumingNombulelogot

backinhercartanddroveoff...

Zulu:pheewwangithulaumthwalo(aweightlifted

offmyshoulders)

Lwethu:youmyfriendaresomethingelse

Zulu:iamThembaZulu.Theyshouldknow.Where

werewe

Helaughedtakinganotherclub.

^

^

^

^

^



.....

[05/16,09:23] :ZANELE

57

Molao:fuck!

Heshoutedhittingthesteeringwheelandclicked

histongueswervingtothesideoftheroadand

switchedofftheengine...

Molao:dammitman!FucktheJolas!

Hescreamedcoveringhisfaceandandsighed

droppingtheseatbackrestalittle.Hereachedfor

hisphoneanddialledLerato...

Lerato:honey?

Molao:why?



Lerato:whywhat?

Molao:whyarethesepeoplealwaysastepahead

Lerato?

Lerato:whathappened?

Molao:nomanthisisunfair.Thesepeopleare

alwaysblockingmywaywheneverimaboutto

closeinonthem

Lerato:whereareyou?

Molao:I'mparkingbesidestheroadicouldn'tdrive

anymorebecausethestresswasconsumingme

Lerato:imsorryyouhavetogothroughthatalone.

Drinksomewaterlove

Molao:whatwillwaterhelpmewithbabe?Theonly

thingthat'sgoingtohelpmeisifigetallthose

peoplebehindbars

Lerato:iknowloveiknowbutdon'tletitgettoyou

likethat

Molao:likehowdidtheygettherebeforei?

Lerato:who?



Molao:hisparentsifoundthematthatboy'shouse

andtheyplayeditwell.Ihaveneverseensuchgreat

actorsandtheysoslickwhenitcomesto

convincingapersonifyouarenotwiseyouwould

fallfortheirtrapespeciallywhenyoudon'tknow

them

Lerato:sowhatdidtheysay?

Molao:likewesuspectedtheysaytheyboughthim

thehouseandthecarandtheoldwomanandthe

boyarerelatedtothem

Lerato:ithinkitstimewegotaPInow

Molao:doyouknowanyonegoodatthis,someone

whoisnotusedbycriminals?

Lerato:iactuallyknowsomeoneshehasalso

practisedlaw

Molao:amanorwoman?

Lerato:woman

Molao:race?

Lerato:white



Molao:what'shername?

Lerato:Anne

Molao:howwouldwebeabletocontactthatperson

rankingthathighlove?Iknowthatwomanshe'sa

bigshot

Lerato:wellifwewanttogetthesepeoplewehave

toworkwiththebestinthegame

Molao:doyouknowshe'snoteasilyreachable?

Lerato:iknowbutiwilldomybest

Molao:areyousure?

Lerato:yesbabetogetthesepeopleiwoulddo

anythinginmypower

Molao:okloveidon'tdoubtyourcapabilitiesbut

youknowtimeismoneythelongerwetakethe

moretheywillbeuntraceable

Lerato:nooneisuntraceabletoAnnebutiwill

makesuretonottakelong

Molao:iputmytrustinyoulove.Whilewewaiton

Anneiwilltryandworkonthemarketladyandalso



trydigformoreinformationoniftheyarereally

relatedtothatoldwomanandyoungman.Ihateto

dothisbutihavenochoicebuttoshakethatold

womanabit

Lerato:yeahheywehavenochoice.Letmeworkon

gettingintocontactwithAnne

Molao:okbyeletmealsodrivetothestation

TheyhungupasMolaosighedandstartedhiscar

again...

Molao:ihaveneverhadtodealwithslickpeople

liketheseonesbutonethingiwillneverdoisgive

up

Hesaidcarefullyjoiningtheroadandheadedtothe

station.

AttheJola's...



AheavilybreathingZanelethrewherbagonthe

couchandtookoffhershoesgoingtothealcohol

stashandpouredherselfaglass.Shedownedit

andpouredanotheroneanddowneditandpoured

anotheroneandasshewasabouttodownit

Bonganigottheglassfromher...

Bongani:slowdown

Zanele:whatdoesshewantfromus?Afterfailing

withusshesawitfittogoafterourchildBongania

childibore?NoBonganinoman

Bongani:sowhatareyourplanswithher?

Zanele:whatdoyouthink?

Bongani:isitworthit?

Zanele:Bonganiifoursonisgoingtogotoprison

thenitwillbeonusnotsomelowlifeAfrikaans

womanwhohasabonetopickwithus.Sending

Kumkanitojailisforteachinghimalessonnota

revengeplan.Mychildisnotachesspawn



Bongani:haveyouperhapsthoughtaboutwhy

she'safterKumkani?

Zanele:itsobviouslyaboutherbrother'sdeath

whichshecan'tprove

Bongani:soshesuspectsyou?

Zanele:yesBonganiafterhearingthathewasno

moreshecalledmeandtoldmethatsheknowsit's

meandwhateverwehaveagainstoneanotheris

farfromoverbutimgoingtoputthefinalstrawtoit.

Ididn'twanttodothisbutshekeepspushingme

Bongani:ihearyoumylovebutareyouawarethat

thepoliceknowaboutthisnow?Thefactthatshe

spoketothemshouldtellyouthattheyobviously

knowshesuspectsthatyouarebehindher

brother'sdisappearance

Zanele:cantheyproveit?No

Bongani:yestheycan'tbutonceanofficerlike

Molaosuspectssomethingandbelievesthose

suspicionshewillneverrestuntilheprovesthem

right



Zanele:hecanchaseallhewantsBonganibutim

goingtodealwiththattwitch

Bongani:Zanelepleaselisten

Zanele:ihaveaphonecalltomakeifthere's

nothingelseyouwouldliketosay

Bongani:yourfightwithValentineiswaytoo

personalnow

Zanele:iblatantlytoldhertonotstartsomething

shewouldneverseetheendofandwhatdidshedo?

Shechosetobehardheadednowshewillknow

thatikeepmywords

Bongani:Zanele

SheheadedtothestudyasBonganifollowedher

butsheslammedthedooronhisfaceashesighed

andwentbacktothelounge...

Bongani:Valentine,Valentine,Valentinesometimes

ithelpstolisten



Hepacedaroundtryingtothinkofwhattodowhile

inthestudyZanelecalledZino...

Zino:sis

Zanele:it'stimewesquashedValentineforgood

Zino:tellmewhattodoandiwilldoit

Zanele:organiseahelicopterformethatbitchisnot

goingtoseetheendofSundayevening

Zino:imonit

TheyhungupwhileZaneleclickedhertongueand

heavedahugesigh.Sheheardacarenginerunning

outsideandpeepedthroughtheblindsandsaw

Bonganidrivingout.Shesighedandwenttothe

loungewhileinhiscarBonganisighedonemore

timeanddialedValentine...

Valentine:whatdoyouwantfromme?



Bongani:leavethecity

Valentine:why?Andwhoareyoutomakemeleave?

Bongani:what'sleftforyouhere?

Valentine:whereiliveisnoneofyourbusinessdo

youhearmeBongani?Focusonyourlifeandyour

wifeandleavemealone.

Bongani:Valentineallimtryingtodois...(shehung

uponhimashesighed)tohelpyousaveyourself

andmywifefrommakingthebiggestmistakeofher

life.Yohbethuna,abafazibayinkathazonyan

(womenarehonestlytrouble)

Atthemall...

Leratosoftlysangtothesongplayinginherairpods

whilepickingafewgroceries.Shespottedsomeone

thatlookedlikeherbrothergoingtotheotherislein

theshopasshefrownedandfollowedhim.Inthe

otherisleKennedypickedafewthingsasLerato

stoodinfrontofhim...



Kennedy:ohhisnoopy

Lerato:that'snotfunnyKennedyimlookingoutfor

you

Kennedy:imnotabouttodothatwithyouhere

Lerato

Lerato:whyareyoubuyinggrocerieswhilelimping

couldn'tyouuseanapporsomething?

Kennedy:isthisgroceriestoyou?

Lerato:(lookedintheshoppingcart)areyougoing

camping?Kennedyyouhaven'tcompletelyhealed

Kennedy:imgoingfishing

Lerato:withwho?

Kennedy:ZaneleJola

Lerato:ohLordnotellmeyouarekidding

Kennedy:doilooklikeiam?

Lerato:Kennedyyouarediggingyourowngravemy

brotherpleaselistentome



Kennedy:areyoudonepickingthethingsyou

needed?

Lerato:nobut...

Kennedy:thengofinishupandgohomethelast

thingiwantisyourtwocentsopinionit'shonestly

notneeded

Lerato:Kennedyicareaboutyou

Kennedy:ifyoucaredaboutmethenyouwould

leavemealoneandletmelivemylifethewayi

wantto.Ihaveneverbeenadictatorinyourlifeso

don'tturnintooneinmine.Youareadetectivenota

dictatororarelationshipexpertsopleaseknow

yourplace

Lerato:ohwellbigbrothersuityourselfdon'tsayi

nevertoldyouso

Kennedy:imakemyownfiresandiquenchmyown

fires.Isthatenoughforyou?Yesthankyounow

movealong

HesaidgoingtheotherwaywhileLeratoturnedand



shookherheadthenheadedtothecashregister.

AtNomvula'shouse...

Nombuleloslammedhercardoorandheaded

insidewhereshefoundhermotherandsister

watchingsoapieomnibuses...

Nomvula:areyouok?

Nombulelo:ican'tbelieveweletthatsnakeintoour

lives.Doesthatmanknowthathe'swhatheis

becauseofourmoney?Wemadethatbastard!

Nomvula:okyouneedtositdown

Nombulelo:noimnotgoingtositdown.Mayou

won'tbelievewhathesaidishouldtellyouwitha

smirkonhisface

Nomayeza:(calmly)whatdidhesay?

Nombulelo:"tellyourmotheritwasagreat10

years"



Nomayeza:ohok

Nombulelo:canyoubelieveit?

Nomvula:youcanneverconfirmapersonhonestly

Nombulelo:weneedtodealwiththatbastard

Nomayeza:ohyesweareandwearenotgoingto

leavenostoneunturned.He'sgoingtotryandfire

youbuttrustmehewillneverseethatday.Dial

Zanele

Nombulelo:ok(shedid)

Zanele:Lelo

Nombulelo:heywhat'sup?

Zanele:imdrivingbutwecantalk

Nomayeza:hiNeleimwiththegirls

Zanele:ohhimawhat'supguys

Nomayeza:LelojusthadanaltercationwithZulu

andhewastooproudnowiwantustodealwith

himniceandgood

Zanele:ohokwhatdoyouneedmetodo?



Nomayeza:ineedyoutogetmeyourlawyeriwant

toknowmychancesififilefordivorce

Zanele:okiwillcontacthimandhewilltalktoyou

Nomayeza:wonderful

Nombulelo:there'ssomethingiwanttotellyou

guys

All:ok?

Nombulelo:theformerCFO,heraccidentwasn't

reallyanaccidentZuluistheonebehindit

Nomayeza&Nomvula:what!?

Nombulelo:yesitsalongstoryidon'twanttoget

muchintoitnowbutthat'swhatiwantedtouseas

leverageagainsthimbutthefactthatididnothing

whenhetoldmeimplicatesmeandthelastthingi

wantisacriminalrecord

Nomayeza:Lelohowcanyoukeepsomethinglike

thisfromus?

Nombulelo:itwasstillwhenithoughthecared

aboutusma



Nomvula:wow

Zanele:therearesomanywaysofkillingacatmy

lovedon'tworrywewilldefinitelygetsomething.

Letmegetintouchwithmylawyer

Nomayeza:bye

TheyhungupasZaneleclickedhertongueand

slappedthesteeringwheeldialingZino...

Zino:youcallingmesomanytimesinadaysaysa

lot.What'sgoingon?

Zanele:ourleverageagainstZulunolongerhasthat

muchofstrengthanymoreitnowimplicates

Nombulelo

Zino:what?

Zanele:yesnowourplanhasbeenruinedweare

goingbacktosquareone

Zino:thisisnotgoodZaneleifwedon'tfind

anythingonthisguysoonwearegoingtolosethis



companyforgood

Zanele:andlosingitisgoingtogivemyfinancesa

hugeblowthenthingswillstartcrumblingdown

Zino:weneedtoworkhardandfast

Zanele:yes.Sostartdigging

Zino:willdo.Thehelicopterisready

Zanele:wonderful.Let'stalklatermySaturdayis

justamessbutanywaywewillgetthroughit

Zino:likealwayssis,likealways

TheyhungupasZanelestoppedataredlightand

heavedahugesigh...

Zanele:whatisgoingonZanelewhydoesitseem

likeyouarelosingyourtouch.Getittogetherman

getittogether

AtMandla'shouse...



Hecamewithabucketfullofbeersastheysat

underashadenearthepoolwhileAlexandhis

friendswam...

Mandla:youlooktensebuddywhat'sgoingon?

Bongani:everythingisamessmyguyidon'tknow

anymoreihonestlydon'tknow

Mandla:talktome

Bongani:idon'tknowwhetherimcomingorgoing

Mandla,thewomanimwithnowisnotthesame

womanimarried20yearsago

Mandla:what'sgoingon?

Bongani:everydayimlearningsomethingnew

aboutZaneleandit'snotalwayssomethinggood.

Whenithoughtnowwearegettingintoanother

wonderfulphaseofourmarriagelifethingsseemto

beheadingdowndeepintoadarkhole

Mandla:ifit'snolongerworkingforyouwhatare

youwaitingfor?



Bongani:iloveherMandla.IloveZaneleand

despiteallthediscoveriesihavebeenmaking

aboutherrecentlyistillfeeldeeplyforheridon't

understandwhatshehasfedme

Mandla:what'slovewhenyouarefeelingthisheavy?

Bongani:loveiswhenimcalmduringthestormand

findingawaytoeventrytohelpheroutofthepits

butit'snoteasy.Justearlierifoundmyselfdoing

somethingineverthoughtiwould.Idefendeda

criminal

Mandla:wellmaybeyouguysarealikethat'swhy

youarefindingithardtoleaveher

Bongani:imafraidthatmightbethetruthandim

afraidwemightloseeverythingweworkedfor

Mandla:sitherdown

Bongani:wetalktrustme,wetalkabouteverything

butwealwaysfindourselvesbacktosquareone.I

nolongerhavetheenergytofightwithheranymore

ihavejustdecidedtoletherbebutifeellikeim

failingmyself,herandourmarriage.Imtheheadof

thehouseMandlaimtheonewho'ssupposedto



makesurewearesafebutnowit'shardmyguyits

hard

Mandla:wellyouknowwhat,let'sdrinkalcoholyou

willseetoallthisthenextdaybutbeforewedothat

weneedtotalkaboutsomeone

Bongani:whonow?

Mandla:yourlonglostfriend

Bongani:who,Tokelo?

Mandla:yeahtheSothoguy

Bongani:whatabouthim?

Mandla:idon'twanttoseemlikeimtryingtoruin

thingsbutithinkhewantsyourwife

Bongani:(laughed)what?Whatmakesyousaythat?

Mandla:imtellingyou.Yesterdayattheluncheon

whiley'allwerebusywiththedrama,hewas

standingtooclosetoherandwastootouchy

Bongani:youarejustbeingsillymyguy.Kennedy

wouldneverdosuchathingandagainithinkhe's

intomensothere'snohowhecanwantZaneleand



againZaneleisalotofthingsbutwouldnevercheat

onme

Mandla:that'sthething,youhearyourselfthatyou

sayyouthinkhe'sintomen?That'showmenare

thesedaystheycomeintoyourlife,pretendtobe

gaywhileshaggingyourwifebehindyourback

Bongani:evenifthat'sthecase,Zanelewouldnever

inherlifethinkofdoingthattomeiswearon

Mbali'sgrave

Mandla:whatdidZulujustdotoyouguys?

Bongani:ZuluandZanelearetotaloppositeslet's

drinkbeerandstoptalkingaboutsillythingsman

HelaughedopeningabeerwhileMandlasippedhis

lookingathim.

Atalake...

Zaneleparkedhercarandgotoffsmilinginjeans,a



looseblouseandsandalsmakingherwaytowhere

Kennedywasstanding.Shesmiledtothelittle

picnicsetuphedidunderatreeshadeandtickled

himashejumpedturning...

Kennedy:MrsJola

Zanele:heyyou.Iseeyouarealreadydoingyour

thing

Kennedy:(smiled)wellithoughtmaybeishould

keepmyselfbusywhile...

Somethinggrabbedonhispoleashequicklyrolled

thewheel...

Kennedy:ithinkigotsomething

Zanelesmiledanxiouslylookingonasherolledout

aperfectsizedfish...



Zanele:ohwowimpressive

Kennedy:thankyou.Let'sgoputitawayandget

yourfishingrod

Zanele:ok

HeledthewaytotheequipmentasZanelecame

behindhim.Shefixedherblouseonlytotripon

grassasshescreamedfallingandKennedyquickly

turnedtocatchherastheybothfelldownwithher

fallingontopofhimandtheylaughed...

Zanele:gosh

Kennedy:(smiledstillholdingher)youhave

beautifulteeth

Zanele:(chuckled)thankyou

Theylookedinoneanother'seyesandswallowed

asKennedymovedhisheadcloser

^



^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:24] :ZANELE

58

Zanele:(chuckledtappinghischest)yourfishsir

instructor

Kennedy:(clearedhisthroatsmiling)oh(chuckled)

sorry

Zanele:it'sokihopeididn'thurtyou

Kennedy:nopeimtotallyfine

Zanelechuckledgettingoffhimashecarefullysat

up.Zaneledustedherpantswhilehecheckedher

outbutclearedhisthroatquicklylookingaway...



Zanele:areyouok?

Kennedy:yeahiam.Yourself?

Zanele:imokidon'tunderstandwhereiwas

looking

Kennedy:maybeyouaregoingblind

Thelaughedasheputthefishhecapturedina

bowlandfixedZaneleherrodwhowaschecking

herselfforanydirt...

Kennedy:(chuckled)neatfreakthatmuch?

Zanele:ihatedirt

Kennedy:icantell.(Theylaughed)areyoureadyto

givethisatry?

Zanele:wellimalwaysupforanychallenge

Kennedy:let'sdothisthen



Hesmiledtakinghisastheywentbythebank...

Kennedy:allyoudoisthrowitinandslowlyrollthe

wheelclockwiseonceyoufeelsomethinghas

grabbedonitrollitunti-clockwise

Zanele:yessir

Shetriedtothrowitinbuttherodgrabbedonthe

grassbehindherastheyburstintoalaugh...

Zanele:don'tlaughatmehelpme

Kennedy:okok,thetrickisyoudon'tswingittoo

muchyoujustbegentlewithit.Letmeshowyou

Hedemonstratedforherasshechuckledandtook

herplaceoncemore...

Zanele:ifidon'tsucceedatthischanceimgiving



up

Kennedy:goforit

Shelickherlowerlipandsuccessfullythrewitin

andlookedatKennedyproudofherself...

Kennedy:youseeitoldyouthatyougotthisnow

rollthewheelslowlyclockwiseandpayattention

Zanele:yessir

Kennedy:howiseverythinggoingatthehouse?The

lasttimeweweretogethertherewerefireworks

everywhere

Zanele:wellmymotherinlawhasdecidedtowalk

away

Kennedy:andhowdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Zanele:it'sthebestdecisionsheevermadeandshe

won'tregretabitofitinfuture

Kennedy:alright



Zanele:doyouhaveafamily?

Kennedy:family?

Zanele:yeahlikeawife,kids?

Kennedy:noidon't

Zanele:yetyouarethisold?Whoareyougoingto

leaveyourlegacywith?

Kennedy:wellimhopingtofindsomeonesoon.It's

justthatihaven'tmettherightpersonyetbutihave

afeelingthatonceipersuethisotherpersoniwill

begoodtogo

Zanele:ohyou...(Somethinggrabbedonherrod)oh!

Kennedy:whatisit?

Zanele:ithink...

ShequicklyrolledthewheelbackwardsasKennedy

smiledlookingon.Somethinggrabbedonhisas

wellasherolledthewheelbacktooandtheyboth

cameoutwithperfectlysizedfishes...



Zanele:ohwow

Kennedy:(smiled)impressive

Zanele:andtothinkitsmyfirsttime

TheylaughedgoingtothepicnicsetupKennedy

putthereandtooktheirseatsafterputtingtheir

fishesinthecoolerbox...

Kennedy:ididn'tknowwhatyouwouldprefersoi

gotalmosteverything

Zanele:(smiled)thisisexactlywhatineedafterthe

morningihavehad

Kennedy:oh?Whathappened?

Zanele:let'sjustsaysometimesthingsdon'tgothe

waywewishthemto

Kennedy:youknowwhatidowhenthathappens?

Zanele:educatemeplease

Kennedy:ifocusonhowtomakeitoutbolderand



better

Zanele:butit'snotalwayseasy

Kennedy:iknowbutsometimeswehavetomake

theuniverselistenyouknowandeventuallyitwill

cooperate

Zanele:whatifitdoesn'tlistenandyouendupwith

thewrongendofthestick?

Kennedy:therearesomanywaysofkillingacat

MrsJ

Hesaidsippingonhiswhiskeywhileshefrowned

butwithaslightsmileonherface...

Zanele:beforethefishesdisruptedusiwasasking

youaboutyourlovelifeandyousaidyouareeyeing

someone

Kennedy:yeahiam

Zanele:whatkindofapersonaretheyifyoudon't

mindmeasking?



Kennedy:verysharp,knowswhattheywantand

neversettleforless.Successful,powerfulandisn't

easilyintimidated.Spontaneousandveryoutward

definitelynotshy.

Zanele:ohwowyoureallyknowthisperson

Kennedy:yeahbutihavejustmetthem

Zanele:andyouknowthismuchaboutthem?

Kennedy:henceisaytheyareoutward.It'seasyto

readthembutnotreallythateasy

Zanele:heorshe?

Kennedy:she(clearedhisthroat)whywouldyou

thinkimintohe's?

Zanele:imanopenmindedpersoniknowthereare

peoplewhoareattractedtopeopleofthesamesex

Kennedy:(smiled)isee

Zanele:andwhoeverthatladyis.She'saverylucky

woman.Doessheknowyou?

Kennedy:yeah

Zanele:sheknowsyouareattractedtoher?



Kennedy:nope

Zanele:thenwhenareyouplanningtotellher?We

liveinafastworldsomeonewillcomeandsnatch

her

Kennedy:nopethatwillneverhappen

Zanele:oh?Yousoundsosure

Kennedy:that'sbecauseiam

Zanele:wowokthen

Kennedy:whydoyouthinkshe'slucky?

Zanele:imnotgoingtolietoyou,youarecharming,

witty,spontaneous,intelligent,hardworkingandi

haveafeelingyouarethatkindofmanwhogoes

forwhathewantsandmakessurehegetsitand

protectsit

Kennedy:(smiled)hititonthenail

Zanele:youandthatladywillbeamatchmadein

heaven

Kennedy:ohyeah?

Zanele:isweartoyou.Iseealotofyouinherfrom



thewayyoudescribedher

Kennedy:andiseealotofmyselfinyou...(cleared

histhroat)imeanher(theyburstintoalaugh)

Zanele:yougotmethere(sheclickedhertongue)

sobusiness?

Kennedy:yeahlookingatthewayyouhavebeen

successfullyrunningyourbusinessisawitfittotry

anduseyourknowledgetoupliftmine

Zanele:butidon'tdothatforfreeandmy

knowledgeandexperiencedoesn'tcomecheap

Kennedy:ohthatiknow(theychuckled)thatiswhy

iwanttoofferyou40%oftheclubandtheygym

Zanele:ohokbutiknownothingaboutentertaiment

norfitness

Kennedy:didyouknowanythingaboutCosmetics

andrealestate?

Zanele:realestateyesbutcosmeticsno

Kennedy:thenhowdidyougettowhereyouare

now?



Zanele:myfrienditaughtoneanother.Itaughther

aboutrealestateandshetaughtmeabout

Cosmetics

Kennedy:theniwillteachyouaboutentertainment

andfitness

Zanele:okbutwhatiwanttoknowfirstishowyou

madeitthisfarimeanyourindustryisadogeat

dogkindofthing

Kennedy:ihavehadsomanydogstoeat

Zanele:(squinthereyes)oh?

Kennedy:yep.Itsnotaneasywaytothetopbuta

guy'sgottadowhataguy'sgottadoandlikeisaid

therearesomanywaysofkillingacat

Zanele:ihearyouMrSeboko

Kennedy:ilovehowyoupronouncemysurname

(theylaughed)sowhatdoyousay?

Zanele:letmegosleeponit.Thelastthingiwantis

tojumpintosomethingthenitdoesn'tworkforme

Kennedy:imapatientmanandtakeallthetimeyou

needthesliceofthepieisyoursandit'snotgoing



anywhere

Zanele:(smiled)ithinkilikeyou

Kennedy:(widenedhiseyes)oh?

Zanele:(laughed)notinthatwaysilly,imeanyour

wittiness

Theylaughedandcontinuedtoeatandcatchup.

AtKumkani'shouse...

Hecamedownstairsbuttoninghisshirtwhilethe

oldladyfinishedmakinglunch.Lazercameafew

secondsafterhimfixingthecollarofhist-shirtand

joinedthem...

Gogo:youguysareallcleanedupandsmellingnice

whereareyougoing?

Lazer:itsasaturdayGogowearegoingtospend



thedaywithotherkids

Gogo:butyouguysweresickandrefusingtogetup

thismorningandevenafterthepoliceleftyouwent

backtobed

Kumkani:yohdon'tremindmeofthatplease

Gogo:iseverythingokthough?

Kumkani:whatdoyoumeanGogo?Ooohthismeat

looksgood

Gogo:firstlyyourparentswereherereadyfora

fightjiki-jikithepolicegethereandtheyareplaying

happyfamiliesiseverythingok?

Kumkani:(clearedhisthroat)everythingisokGogo

stopstressingyourself

Gogo:whoboughtyouthishouse?

Kumkani:myself

Gogo:withwhatmoney?

Kumkani:frommyparents

Gogo:butyourfathersaiditwastheirinvestment



Kumkani:theygavemethemoney

Gogo:sopracticallytheyaretheowners?

Kumkani:noGogohaibowhat'swiththe

interrigation?

Gogo:iwanttoknowwhat'sgoingonmyboy.I

havebeenlisteninginonyourconverstionswith

Lazer(himandLazerchoked)soyoubetterbe

honestwithmeifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou

Lazer:haibogogowhywouldyoudothat?

Gogo:KumkaniJolatellmethetruth

Kumkani:(swallowedlookingatLazer)whatexactly

haveyouheard?

Gogo:doyoureallywantmetotellyou?

Kumkani:yebo,phelaiwanttounderstandwhat

truthyouwantfromme

Gogo:thewhitesugar?

Silencehittheroomastheyoungmenlookedat

oneanotherandswallowed...



Lazer:Gogothingis...

Gogo:sssh.ImlisteningKumkani

Kumkani:(sighed)yebomait'struewearedealing

Gogo:whywouldn'tyoubehonestwithme?

Lazer:(frowned)ma?

Gogo:youheardme?

Kumkani:wedon'twanttolandyouintotrouble

Gogo:Lazerhowdoyouthinkwehavebeen

survivingalltheseyears?

Lazer:yourpensionmoney?

Gogo:thosepeanutsarewhatyouthinkhelpedus

getthrougheverymonth?Buythekindofgrocery

wealwaysbought?Buyyouclotheseverymonth?

Expensiveclothesatthat.Payforallthebills

includingthetv?ComeonLazer

Lazer:Gogowhatareyousaying?

Gogo:ngithengisaintsango(imsellingweed)



Both:what!?

Gogo:yesandiwantininyourbusiness

Lazer:excuseme?

Kumkani:(smiled)ma?

Gogo:ihaterepeatingmyself

Lazer:macokeisnotmarijuana

Gogo:theyaredrugsattheendofthedayright?

Lazer:yesbut...

Gogo:butnothing.Imiinorimiin?

Kumkani:ohyouareinGogo

Gogo:wonderfulievenhave...

Lazer:nononoguyswaitican'taffordtoputyouin

dangerGogo

Gogo:dangerismymiddlenameLazer

Kumkani:(smiled)ilikeyou

Gogo:finishupandgoenjoyyoursaturday

tomorrowwearehavingourfirstofficialmeetingof

howwearegoingtomakeasuccessoutofour



business.Whileyouareoutiwillbegoingtocollect

mystockfromThembisa

Lazer:withwhat?

Gogo:don'tworryaboutthatmyboyihavebeen

doingthisfor20fullyearsnow

ShesmiledgoingoutsideasKumkanismiled

noddingwhileLazershookhisheadnotbelieving

whatjusthappened...

Lazer:don'ttellmeyouarehappyaboutthisdude

Kumkani:immorethathappy.

Lazer:thisisdangerousshe'sold

Kumkani:andwellexperienced.Icanalreadyseeus

takingoverthewholeprovince.Iswearyour

grandmotherknowshowtoevenuseagun

Lazer:no



Kumkanilaughedtakinghisplatetothekitchen

whileLazerpushedhisawaysighing...

Kumkani:youbetterbefinishedwhenicomedown

becausetimenotonoursideboy.

AttheStation...

ValentineknockedonMolao'sdoorashewelcomed

herinandofferedheraseat...

Molao:thankyouforcoming

Valentine:notaproblemcolonel

Molao:ithoughtmaybeyouweregoingtosayyou

arebusysinceitsasaturday

Valentine:let'skindlynotgothereplease

Molao:ohsorryforthat

Valentine:it'sok



Molao:imanagedtofindwhereKumkanilivesandi

wenttohimthismorning

Valentine:oh,ishebehindbarsnow?

Molao:unfortunatelynot

Valentine:why?

Molao:ifoundhisparentsthere

Valentine:and?

Molao:theysaidtheyboughthimthehouseandthe

newcar

Valentine:wow,areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Molao:yesbuthe'sstayingwiththisotherold

womanandhergrandsonwhichtheyclaimtobe

MrsJola'sauntwhowasmarriedtoMrsJola's

uncleandtheyoungboyistheirdaughter'sson

Valentine:andyouboughtthat?

Molao:ofcoursenot

Valentine:thenwhatareyouwaitingfor?

Molao:theonlypersoniknowcantellmethetruth



istheoldwomansoimplanningtoshakeherup

Valentine:wellthesooneryoudothatthebetter

(scoffed)andBonganicalledmeearlierandtoldme

toleaveGauteng

Molao:(frowned)what?Why?

Valentine:idon'tknowbutimnotgoinganywhere

Molao:(frowned)whatifhe'ssendingamessage?

Valentine:whatmessage?Thathiswifemightkill

me?Imnotafraidofherandyoudidn'ttellherwhy

youwereaskingKumkanisuchquestionsright?

Molao:noididn'tandagainitwasjusthimandi

wheniaskedhim

Valentine:thenthere'snowayshewouldknowim

theonewhosentyouherson'sway

Molao:areyousureaboutthat?

Valentine:evenifsheheardshewouldneverdo

anythingtomesheknowsthatyouguyswillknowit

washer

Molao:butistillthinkBongani'scallwasawarning



ofsomesort

Valentine:wellimreadyforthemaswell

Molao:maybeyouneedtolielowabit,goawayas

hesuggested?

Valentine:imnotgoinganywherecolonel(stoodup)

focusonmakingsureyoucatchthisboyimabig

girlicantakecareofmyself.Haveagoodday

Molao:MsLotterin,Ms...

Sheclosedthedoorbehindherleavingashesighed

sittingbackandrubbedhisface...

Molao:onethingaboutwomenisthattheyare

stubborn.Theysaymenhaveegosbuttheirsis

alwaysonsteriodsyoh

Hetookhiscarkeysandleftaswell.



AtLerato'shouse...

Sheclickedhertonguepackingthethingsshe

boughtasPontshocamefromthebedroomwitha

frownonherface...

Pontsho:icanhearyoumumblingandclickingyour

tonguefromthebedroomwhat'sbotheringyou?I

thoughtshoppingwastherapeutic

Lerato:notuntilyoubumpintoyourstubborn

brotherwhodoesn'twanttolistentoadvice.Ma

what'swrongwithyoursonwhycan'the...

Themayonnaisebottleslippedfromherhandsand

brokeonthefloor...

Lerato:shitman!

Pontsho:ok.ok,leavethatiwillattendtothat.You

willcutyourself



Lerato:it'shisfault

Pontsho:whathappened?

Lerato:imtryingtohelphim,noinfactimtryingto

savehimfrommakingthebiggestmistakeofhis

lifebutnoyoursondoesn'twanttoseeithe'd

rathercallmeadictator

Pontsho:wellmaybeyoushouldjustlethimbe

Lerato:what!?Nomom,areyoulisteningtoyourself?

Ishouldletsomeoneicareaboutthrowthemselves

intoapitoffire?

Pontsho:yesbecausemaybethenhewilllearnto

listen

Lerato:nomamaican't

Pontsho:wellthenyoumightenduplosinghim

Lerato:Kennedyneedsawakeupcall.Hecan'tfall

inlovewithacriminalespeciallyonewho'smarried.

Ishesick?

Pontsho:youareaskingthewrongperson

Lerato:whydoesitseemlikeyoudon'tcare?



Pontsho:youkidsareoldnowyouknowthe

differencebetweengoodandbadandagain

everyonelearnsfromtheirmistakes

Lerato:soyouwillbesayingthesamethingwhen

weburyyoursonright?Kennedyispreyingona

marriedwomanyouknowhowpeoplebehavewhen

itcomestotheirspousestheyarealwaysirrational,

secondlywhatifherthugskillshimafterherubs

heroffthewrongway?Ican'taffordtolosemy

brotherwhileicouldhavehelpedhim

Pontsho:wellyouareoughttolosehimifyoukeep

pesteringhimaboutthis.KennedyisoldLeratoso

lethimbeplease.Youhavearelationshiptofocus

on

Lerato:youdon'tunderstand,youreallydon't

understandma.Mxm

ShesaidgoingtothebedroomwhilePontshoshook

herheadandfinishedcleaningthemess.



Atthemarkertlady'shouse...

Shegotoutofherhousebutquicklywentback

insideasshespottedthepolicecarcoming.She

lookedthroughthewindowanditstoppedbyher

gateandswallowedseeingMolaogetoff.Hefixed

hisshirtandmadehiswayintheyardplayingwith

hisphonewhiletheladyquicklyswitchedoffthetv

andsatdown...

Molao:knockknock?

Shequietlysatdownandputherphoneonsilent...

Molao:knockknock?

Therewasstillnoresponseashelookedthrough

thekeyholeandsawthekeyinside...



Molao:(scoffed)besidesthekeyinthekeyholei

sawyoucomingoutofthehousebutquicklywent

backinafterseeingthepolicecar.Imnothereto

arrestyousoyoucanopenup

Theladyswallowedcontemplatingwethertoopen

ornotbutshedecidednottoassheswallowed

againsittingback...

Molao:okit'snotaproblemevenifyoudecideto

notopenup.Iwillsaywhatimhereforthenleave.I

understandthatyouwanttorevokeyourstatement

butinallhonestyitsnotanadvisablethingtodo

becauseit'sgoingtocountagainstyou.It'syour

choiceattheendofthedaybutasanofficerofthe

lawitookanoathtoprotectyouandthat'swhatim

tryingtodo.Withorwithoutyourstatementweare

goingtofindMsTombaleguiltyandoncewedowe

willrevealthatshewasworkingwithyouthenyou

willbechargedwithbeinganaccomplicetomurder,

somethingyoudon'twantyournameontrustme,



youwillgotojailandwherewillyourkidsgo?The

state,andwebothknowthatitsnotnotliketheyare

goingtohaveagoodlife,someonemighteven

decidetoadoptthembutisthereaguaranteethat

theywillbesafe?No.Ifyoustickwithuswewill

definitelygetyouasuspendedsentenceandyou

willgettotakecareofyourchildrensoma'amthe

ballisinyourhandsit'syourdecisiontoseewhat

youdowithit.Doyoutossittousortosomeone

whowillruinyourlifeandnotonlyyourlifebutyour

children'saswell.Theymighthavethreatnedyou

buttrustmenooneisabovethelawandyour

safetywillbeournumberonepriorityigiveyoumy

word.Rememberit'syourresponsibilitytomakeor

breakthefutureofyourkids.Haveawonderful

Saturday

Hesighedandleftwhiletheladyswallowedand

sighedaswell.Shestooduptocheckhowfarhe

wasassheheavedanothersighagain...



Lady:Godkindlyseemethroughthis.Whatifiget

killedbythesepeopleandmykidssuffer?They

haveresourcestokillmeevenifimunderthepolice

protection,ifidon'tdoasthismansaysimgoingto

gotojailandmykidswillsufferagainbutwhatif

theyfailtogetmeasuspendedsentence?Ohnkosi

yamngenelela(Lordcomethrough)

Shesighedagainthrowingherselfonthecouch.

AtNomvula'shouse...

Mgqobiparkedhiscarandheadedinsidewhile

NombulelofixedthesnacksasNomvulaanswered

thedoor...

Nomvula:welcomesirpleasecomerightthrough.

Ma!?Ma,Mgqobiishere

Nomayeza:imcomingbaby



Shesmiledleadinghimtothediningtablewhile

Nomayezamadeherwaydown...

Nomayeza:ohMgqo

Mgqobi:MrsZuluapleasuretomeetyou

Nomayeza:(scoffed)MrsJolawoulddoplease

Mgqobi:ohokthenapologiesforthat

Nomayeza:notaproblem.Ibelieveyouhavemet

mydaughters?

Mgqobi:iknowthemma

Nomayeza:ohok.Let'sgettoit

Mgqobi:yesplease.Whatwouldyoulikemetodo

foryou?

Nomayeza:imarriedamanandhedidn'ttellmehe

hadawifeandtwo19yearoldkidsonlytofindout

afterheboughtmyhusband'scompanywiththe

moneywehelpedhimwith



Nombulelo:R2billiontobeprecise

Mgqobi:ohwow,ok?

Nomayeza:nowiwantadivorcesoiwanttoknow

mychancesififile

Mggobi:firstofalldidyoumarryinoroutof

communityofproperty?

Nomayeza:in

Mgqobi:thenyouareentitledtohalfofeverything

heowns.Doyouhaveahouse?

Nomayeza:noheforcedmetosellit

Mgqobi:areyouworking?

Nomayeza:noihavenosourceofincomemy

childrenaretheone'stakingcareofme

Mgqobi:thenMrsJolayouareentitledtohalfof

everythingheownsandthathousenotjusthalfofit

butallofitwitheverythinginside

Nomayeza:(smiled)areyousure?

Mgqobi:sureasdeathMrsJola,isn'the'sworking

sohecangethimselfanewhouse



Nombulelo:whatifhiswifefightsforhershareas

well?

Mgqobi:isshegettingdivorcedaswell?

Nombulelo:no

Mgqobi:doesn'tshehaveahouseinKZN?

Nombulelo:ibelieveshedoes

Mgqobi:thenshehasnorighttogetinvolvedMrs

Jola,thishasnothingtodowithherit'sbetween

youandherconnivingspitefulthiefofahusband.I

honestlyhatemenwhogoaroundtreatingwomen

likethissotrustmeimgoingtomakeanexample

outofhim(theysmiled)MsJola(pointedat

Nombulelo)

Nombulelo:yes?

Mgqobi:MrsJola,asinZaneletoldmesomething

youareinvolvedinwiththisZuluman

Nombulelo:whywouldshedothat?

Mgqobi:calmdown,itwasnotinanywaybutshe

askedmeifthere'sanythingicandotomakesureit

worksinourfavourandtheredefinitelyis



somethingicando

All:oh?

Mgqobi:(satback)letmegetmyselfaglassof

juicefirst

Hesmiledpouringforhimselfwhiletheladies

lookedathimanxiouslywaitingtohearwhathehas

forthem.

^

^

^

^

^
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AtZino'shouse...



Xabawhistledopeningthefrontdoorandsmiledto

thegoodsmelloffoodthatfilledthewholehouse...

Xaba:wowbabyicansmellthegoodfoodallthe

wayfromhere

Therewasnoresponseashemadehiswaytothe

kitchen...

Xaba:love,lo...ohit'syou

Semakaleng:(smiled)hiMrXaba

Xaba:whogaveyouthepermissiontobeinmy

woman'skitchenandwhatareyoustilldoinghere?

Semakaleng:wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink,

juice,wineorsomethingstronger?

Xaba:iaskedyouaquestionSemakaleng

Semakaleng:somethingstrongitwillbe



Xaba:whereisJasonandZino?Love!?J!?

Semakaleng:shetookhimoutforaplaydatewith

oneofhisfriendsfromschoolsoithoughtishould

startupondinner.Hereyougo,adoubleonthe

rocks

Shesmiledsoftlyslidingthewhiskeytohimashe

frownedlookingather...

Semakaleng:howwasyourday?

Xaba:ngngwhat'sgoingonwithyouSemakaleng?

Whyareyoubeingnice,whatdoyouwantfromme?

Ifyouthinkimgoingtogiveyoumoneythenforget

aboutit

Semakaleng:idon'twantmoney

Xaba:thenwhatisit?Andagainhowwilliknowyou

didn'tpoisonthiswhiskey?

Semakaleng:(scoffed)letmetakeasipthen

Xaba:ohthatwouldbeapleasure



Hegaveittoherasshetookabigsiplookingatone

another.Sheswallowedandgavehimtheglass...

Semakaleng:see?(Coughed)EsesmanXabawhy

letlamehilehonwanthotsechesanghakana?

(Whydoyouguysdrinksuchburningthings)

Xaba:youcan'tdrinkitifyouarenotastrong

person

Semakaleng:nomanthat'snonsensebutanywayi

havedecidedtoturnanewleaf(Xababurstintoa

laugh)imseriousXaba

Xaba:you?Newleaf?Don'tfoolmeplease

Semakaleng:ihadaconversationwithyour

girlfriendthatopenedmyeyes

Xaba:shehasaname

Semakaleng:Zinoimean.Wehadaconverstaion

andshemademerealisethatthere'snoneedtobe

fightingforsomethingthat'snotthere.Allihaveto

doisrespectthatyouandiwillneverbetogether



againandyouhavefoundsomeoneyouarehappy

with.Imnotdoingthisformyselforforyoubutim

doingitforourson.Forustobeabletoco-parent

wehavetoworktogetherandseeinghowmuchshe

lovesJasontellsmethatmysonisinasafespace

andishouldsay,she'sabettermotherthani

Xaba:wellyouhaveyourflawsbutdon'tjudge

yourselfthatmuch.Weareallhumanwemake

mistakesbutittakesaresponsiblepersontorealise

theymadeamistakeanddoeverythingtheycanto

makethingsright

Semakaleng:indeed.Soyougoshowerandrelax

Xab:weshallseeifyoureallymeanwhatyousay

youknowtheyalwayssayactionsspeaklouder

thanwordsright?

Semakaleng:yesandtrustme,myactionsare

goingtospeakforme

Hesmiledtakinganothersipfromhiswhiskeyas

ZinoandJasonopenedthedoorlaughingoutloud...



Jason:daddy,mamaZeegotmenewtoys.Look

HeexcitedlyshowedthemtohimwhileZinosmiled

takingabottleofwaterfromthefridge...

Zino:ohitsmellsniceinhere

Semakaleng:(smiled)wellithoughtishouldkeep

myselfbusyanddosomethingniceforthefamily

Zino:oh?Ok

Semakaleng:yepandthankyouforputtingsome

senseintome.Iguessineededit

Zino:youarewelcome

Semakaleng:andaboutthejob,iwilltakeit.Like

yousay,billsinthishousewon'tpaythemselves

Zino:(frowned)ohisee

Xaba:wait,ajob?

Semakaleng:(smiled)yesyouramazingwoman



offeredmeajobatherkindergartenasachild

minder

Xaba:(smiled)reallybaby?

Zino:(fakesmiled)yeslove

Xaba:ohwowthat'samazingthankyousomuch

myloveyoureallyareanamazingwoman

Zino:wellibelieveinupliftingothersmylovesoi

thoughtwhynot

Xaba:Godblessyouformebabe(hekissedher

cheek)letmegogetofftheseclothes.Jimcoming

toplaywithyouok

Jason:yesdad

Zino:iwanttogetoutofthisjeanaswell

ShesmiledatSemakalengwhosmiledbackasthey

followedoneanotherup.Semakalengstopped

smilingandcurvedherlipsrollinghereyeswhile

Jasonmaderevvingsoundsplayingwithoneofhis

newtoycars.



AttheZulu's...

Lindiwehelpedhermotherwithgettingthefood

readywhileLindaniplayedagameonhisphone

sittingonakitchenstool...

Lindiwe:somomwhat'stheplannowthatweare

here?

Khethiwe:theplanistotakeover

Lindiwe:butthepeoplewearetakingoverfrom

don'tlooklikenaivepeople

Lindani:isecondthat

Khethiwe:andidon'tdoubtthatabit

Lindiwe:areyouawareofwhatmighthappenifthat

womanasksdadfordivorce?

Khethiwe:yesshestandagoodchanceoftaking

thishouse



Lindiwe:sowhatisyourplanonthat?

Khethiwe:don'tworrymychildrenimastepahead

there'snowherethishouseisgoingthisisyour

father'shouseandwhatbelongstoyourfather

belongstome

Lindani:butstillithinkweshouldtreadcarefully

Khethiwe:idon'tdisputethatmyson

Lindani:okbecausethelastthingiwantisforusto

notbeabletogetwhatwecamehereforyouknow

howlosingmakesusfeel

Lindiwe:yeahihopeyoudo

Khethiwe:(chuckled)iknowmybabiesiknow.

Lindiwe:whenareourcarscoming?

Khethiwe:youshouldaskyourfatherthat

Lindani:mamayouaresupposedtopushhim

Khethiwe:idon'twanttooverdoit.Yousawhowhe

respondedthismorningsoiwasthinkingweshould

justwaitforamonththenseeifhewillbuythemor

not.Ifhedoesn'tthenthat'swhenwewillstart



pushinghim

Lindiwe:sowhatdoweuseinthemeantime?

Lindani:wearestayinginahugehousebutwe

don'thavecars?Comeonmacomeon

Khethiwe:hewillgetyouguysadriversoonor

maybegiveyouhisothercar

Lindiwe:wedon'tdothesamecoursemasoour

timetablesaredifferent

Khethiwe:thengettingadriveristheonlyoptionfor

now

Thetwinssighedandfocusedonwhattheywere

doingwhileshecheckedonthechicken.Thefront

doorroughlyopenedasZuluwalkedindrunkasa

horseandstartedsinging...

Zulu:"wangithathala,wandibekaleujesu'no

bubelenamooooh..."

Khethiwe:youaremakingnoiseZulusitdown



Zulu:itsajoyfulnoiseisn'tit?Heeeyfamily.Hello

mybeautifulwife

Hetriedtokissherwhileshemovedherfaceaway

withherlipscurvedfromthedisgustingalcohol

stenchcomingfromhismouth...

Zulu:comeonbabygivedaddysomelove

Khethiwe:areyoucrazyZulu?Sothisiswhatyou

havebecome?Notevenaweeksinceyouowned

thecompanyandyoucomebackhomedrunklike

this?

Zulu:imstillonmycelebratorymoodsopleaselet

me...(heburped)letmesoakinitbecauserealwork

beginsonMonday

Khethiwe:weneedtotalkaboutyoursecondwife

Zulu:(scoffed)whatagain?

Khethiwe:thatxhosawomanZuluweneedtotalk

abouther



Zulu:there'snothingtotalkaboutwhenitcomesto

thatwitch(laughedandclickedhistongue)canyou

believethatshecametothegolfcourseand

ambushedmetellingmeofhowmuchof

a...(gagged)ofaconnivingbastardiam?(Chuckled)

guesswhatitoldher,itoldherthatshecangoto

helliwantnothingtodowithherphelaigotwhati

wantedandthenshesentherdaughter(chuckled)

youuseachildtofightyourbattles?YooohZuluwill

crushyoushame.Angitsangominang'benywe.I

amThembaZulutheownerofZuluLogisticsyes

(chuckled)canihaveapieceofmeatplease?

Khethiwe:youneedtosleep

Zulu:haibosthandwasamjustasmallpieceplease

Khethiwe:noZulu

Shesaiddragginghimtotheloungeandputhimon

acouchandhelaiddownmumbling...

Khethiwe:(shaking)youhonestlyneedtogetyour



prioritiesstraight.Insteadofgettingwastedlike

thatyoushouldbemakingsurethatthereareno

loopholesthataregoingtocountagainstus.Mxm

Shesaidgoingtothekitchenasherchildrenlooked

atoneanotherandburstintoalaugh.

AtKennedy'shouse...

Hefinishedmakingthefishandsaladandtook

themtothediningtablewhileZanelecamewitha

bottleofwine...

Kennedy:willyoubeabletodrivefromhere?You

havebeendrinkingsinceourpicnicuptonow

Zanele:didinotdrivemycartohere?

Kennedy:wellitakeitthatyouwerestillalittletipsy

butnowyouaretakingwineandyouknowhowitis

Zanele:idrinkthingsstrongerthanwineKenso



relax

Kennedy:ohokma'ambecausethelastthingiwant

istogetintotroublewithyourhusband

Zanele:stopworrying.Howisyourlegthoughi

hopeididn'thurtyouwhenifellearlier

Kennedy:noyoudidn'tit'soknow

Zanele:ok.Wowyououtdidyourselfwiththisfish.

Whatcan'tyoudo?

Kennedy:absolutelynothing(theylaughed)thank

yousomuch

Zanele:youkeptsomeforBongsright?

Kennedy:yesma'am

Zanele:awesome

Kennedy:caniaskyousomething?

Zanele:yep

Kennedy:inyouryearsofbeinganentrepreneur

whatwasthehardestthingyouhaveeverdone?

Zanele:wowok,letmethink.....(scoffed)thenext



thingiknowyoursisterwillbeknockingatmydoor

toarrestmesoiwouldrathernotsay

Kennedy:(chuckled)soyouthinkimfishingforher?

Zanele:youneverknow

Kennedy:sothatmeansyouhavesomeskeletons

inyourcloset?

Zanele:don'tweall?

Kennedy:hmmminterestingbutjustsoyouknow

imnotfishingforanyoneimjusttryingtogetto

knowmypossiblefuturepartner,businesspartner

Zanele:(chuckledlookingathim)whataboutyou?

Kennedy:ihaveafewdeadbodiesonmyname

Zaneleburstintoalaughwhilehekeptastraight

faceeatinghisfish.Shestoppedlaughingandtook

asipofherwineandgasped...

Zanele:yeahright



Kennedy:youdon'tbelieveme?

Zanele:youaretoosoftforthatandyoursisterisa

policeofficer

Kennedy:thatiswhyihavemanagedtogetaway

withitforthislong

Zanele:(frowned)oh?

Kennedy:yes.Peopleseeasoftiewhentheylookat

meandthefactthatmysisterworksfortheforce

makesthemthinkimascleanasaprivatehospital

floor

Zanele:(sighed)wow

Kennedy:soyouknowhowakillerlookslike?

Zanele:(clearedherthroat)ithinkishouldgetgoing

Kennedy:butithoughtwewerehavingfun

Zanele:itsbeenhourssinceilefthomeandmy

phoneisoffidon'twantmyhusbandtostart

worrying

Kennedy:ohokbutihopeit'snotbecauseofthe

conversationwejusthad



Zanele:(smiled)haveawonderfuleveningtrainer

andthankyouforanamazingafternoonitreallygot

metorelaxandforgetabouteverything

Kennedy:thepleasureisallmine

Shesmiledtakingherbagandatakewaythathe

putBongani'sfishinandleftasKennedycame

behindher.Shegotinhercarandrolleddownthe

windowwavingathim...

Zanele:wewilltalksoonhey

Hejustwavedassherolledthewindowbackup

andfrownedlookingathimthroughtherearview

mirror...

Zanele:yoh

ShedroveoutasKennedyclosedthedoorand



downedhiswhiskey...

Kennedy:MrsMsomi-Jola.DumisaniJola'sside

chick.

Hechuckledgoingbackinsideandwentthrough

hisphoneplayingcertainvideo.

AtLerato'shouse...

Molaoparkedhiscarandsigheddroppinghisseat

asLeratocameinside...

Lerato:what'supyoulookdrained

Molao:thissaturdayfeelslikeaMondaytobe

honestwithyou.Ihaveneverbeeninsomany

placesinoneday

Lerato:shamethat'swhatbeingahandsoncolonel



comeswith

Molao:thankyousomuch(theychuckled)isyour

mominside?

Lerato:yepbutifyouaretiredtohangoutwithus

it'sokiunderstand

Molao:nonoineedtounwind

Lerato:areyousure?

Molao:yeah.Iwenttothemarketlady'shouseand

shelockedherselfinside

Lerato:oh

Molao:butitoldherwhatiwantedtotellherandi

hopeshemakestherightdecision

Lerato:areyousureshewasthere?

Molao:yeahisawherquicklygobackinthehouse

whenshesawthepolicecar

Lerato:ohokthenlet'shopeshedoeswhat'sright

Molao:yeahandMondayimgoinginfortheold

womanifoundatKumkani'shouse



Lerato:goodihavemanagedtoreachAnnewelli

reachedherPAandshetoldmethatshewill

contactmeonMonday

Molao:ohthatwasfast

Lerato:ibrieflytoldherwhyweneededhersoi

guessthat'swhatinterestedher

Molao:ohokihopeitallworksout

Lerato:don'tworryitwill.Let'sgoin

Molao:givemeakissfirst

Shechuckledandbabykissedhimbuthegrabbed

herneckandfrenchkissedher.

AtK-zoneclub...

Kumkanilaughedandtookapufffromacigaras

theirplattercameaccompaniedbychampagnesfor

theirladies...



Kumkani:okgirlsdrinkandeatasmuchasyou

wantdaddyKhasgotyousortedok

Ladies:yeah!

Kumkani:wonderful,fromherewearegoingtoa

hotelwhichibookedjustforusokihopeyoutold

yourparentsthatyouwillbebackhomebyMonday

TheyalllaughedasLazerpulledhimtotheside...

Kumkani:dudewhyareyouspoilingthefun?

Lazer:weneedtotalk

Kumkani:ahLazerbruh?Timingmyguytimingman

thisisnottherighttime.Imeanlookatthebeautiful

ladieswaitingfordaddy'sattentioncomeonnow

Lazer:Kumkanimygrandmothercannotbe

involvedinthisjob

Kumkani:areyousureyouareamanLazer?

Becausewow,youarebehavinglikea14yearold



pussy

Lazer:imbeingseriousKumkani

Kumkani:didanyoneforcehertobeapartofus?

Lazer:nobutwecan't...

Kumkani:wecan'tnothingLazercanwehavefun

andfocusonit?Please

Lazer:weneedto...

Kumkani:it'saSaturdayLazeradaytorelaxand

unwindstopbeingtenseandrelaxabityouhavea

lotofpussytoeattodaysotheenergyyouare

wastingnowyoushouldbereservingforlatercome

Hesaidtakinganotherpuffandwentbacktotheir

tablewhileLazersighedandfollowedhim.

AtKumkani'shouse...

Theyoungmenoffloadedthelastbagofherstock



asshesmiledtakingout2rollsofR200notesand

gavethem...

Gogo:goodjobmyboys

Guy1:youknowmagriza

Gogo:ihopenoonesawwhereyougotthe

merchandise?

Guy2:nomaoladywemadesurethecoastwas

clear

Gogo:good.Nowthatihavemovedtothesuburbs

doesn'tmeanbusinessisstoppinginThembisano

it'sstillgoingtocontinueasalwaysbutwhatyou

aregoingtodonowisthatyouaregoingtostart

takingordersthencomecollectheredoyouhear

me?

Guy1:yesgogobutdon'tyouthinkweshouldbe

usingyourhouseasourlittlestore?

Gogo:noit'snotsafebutthisoneisbecauseithas

abasement

Guy1:oh,iseeokthennoproblem



Gogo:andwhoeverasksyouanythingaboutmetell

themthatihavemovedinwithmyniece'ssonok

Both:yesgogo

Gogo:goodandtellourloyalcustomersthatwe

havealsoventuredintowhitepowder

Guy2:(smiled)serious?

Gogo:(smiled)yesmyboyican'tmovetoahouse

likethisandnotupgrade

Guy2:wowsoweareabouttomakerealmoney

now

Gogo:weareabouttobowlmyboynowgoand

spreadtheword.Youguysknowthedrillright?

Guy1:yebomagrizayebo

Theysmiledleavingwhileshesatbackandsighed

nodding.

AttheJola's...



Zanele:(switchedofftheengine)yeslovehetold

methatthemeetingwithNomayezawentwelland

thatweshouldn'tlosehopeonourinitialplan

there'ssomethinghewilldefinitelydoaboutthe

CFOmurder

Zino:that'sgreatnews.Everythingissetfor

tomorrowandihaveherfollowedshewenttothe

policeearlier

Zanele:ohiguesstheywantedtotellherthatthey

foundusanddidn'tfindwhattheyhopedfor

Zino:obvious

Zanele:anywayineedyoutolookintosomeonefor

me

Zino:who?

Zanele:KennedyTokeloSeboko

Zino:Seboko?Asinyourhusband'sfriend?

Zanele:yeahhe'sLeratothedetective'sbrother

Zino:whatabouthim?



Zanele:hewantstogetintobusinesswithmebut

hementionedthathehasafewdeadbodiesonhis

namenowiwantmoreinformationonhim

Zino:that'sweirdyoudon'tgoaroundtellingpeople

thatyouareakiller

Zanele:exactlyhenceiwantyoutodigdeeper

Zino:okiwilldosobuthowdidthedatego?

Zanele:(scoffed)itwasnotadateZinoitwasjust

twopeopleoutforfishingandiactuallycaughtone

youknow

Zino:(laughed)ohthat'snice,newhobbiesisee

Zanele:he'salotoffunshameandweird

Zino:byeZaneleandstophangingoutwith

dangerouslysexymen

Zanele:(laughed)bye

TheyhungupasZanelesighedandgotoffhercar

goingtothehousewhereshefoundherhusbandin

thekitchen...



Zanele:heylove.Alongdayitwas

Bongani:finallyshedecidestocomehome

Zanele:ohcomeonloveitwasjustforafewhours

it'snotlikeyoudidn'tgooutaswell

Bongani:didyoudrivelikethat?

Zanele:likewhat?

Bongani:drunk

Zanele:imnotdrunkimjusttipsy

Bongani:whatifthepolicestoppedyou?

Zanele:theydidn'tnowdidthey?Anywaywhatare

youmaking?

Bongani:asandwichtheniwillbeofftobed

Zanele:ibroughtyousomefish

Bongani:ohthanks

Zanele:youarewelcome(shekissedhischeek)did

yourmomtalktoyou?

Bongani:yeahimfromthephonewithhernow



Zanele:ohok.WearegoinginforZuluandweare

leavingnostoneunturned

Bongani:allthebest,iforoneamtiredoffighting

honestly

Zanele:butlovethisisyourmotherwearetalking

about

Bongani:idon'tdisputethatbutialsohavealotin

myplate.Mysonisgoingindeeperandmywife

wantstokillsomeone

Zanele:(sighed)notthisagain

Bongani:ijustwantedtopaintapictureofyouwhy

imnotinterestedingoingafterZulu

Zanele:honeywetook2billionfromourmoneyto

helphimbuythiscompanyandhegoesanddoes

yourmotherlikethat?Noloveno

Bongani:likeisaidihavealotinmyplate

Zanele:imgoingtoshower

Bongani:okthanksforthefish

Zanele:you'rewelcome



Shesaidgoingupwhilehesatbacklookingather

andshookhishead.Helickhisfingersandwentfor

hislaptopgoingintohiswelldevelopedsystem.He

punchedinafewkeysandwaitedfortheaccess

notificationwhilehetookabitefromhissandwich.

Hetookasipfromthejuiceashislaptopbeeped.

Hesmiledlookinginthescreenbutthesmiledgot

wipedoffashegotdeniedtheaccesstoZanele's

bankaccounts...

Bongani:mxm

Hesaidclosingthelaptopandpushedhisfood

awaysighing.

*****

InDubai...



Thembeka,Thandoandtheirtravellingagentgot

greetedbyaladyinanarabattireaftergettingoff

theirplane.Theysmiledlookingaroundand

followedthelady...

Thembeka:wowthisisbeautiful

Thando:theyalwayssaidDubaiisanamazing

placebutthisisbeyondamazing

Lady:andtrustmewearegoingtohavealotoffun

Theysmiledwalkingbehindthearabladyasthe

travellingagentstoppedwhiletheycontinuedto

walkwiththearablady.Shesmiledanddialed

Simmonegoingtheotherwayoftheairport.

^

^

^

^



^

.....
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AttheNdlovu's...

Simmonesoftlygruntedwakinguptohervibrating

phoneandansweredwithhereyesclosed...

Simmone:it'stooearly

Lady:wehavejustlandedandtheyaresolostin

thebeautyoftheplaceandarenotawarethatim

notwiththem

Simmone:(openedoneeye)whatnow?

Lady:yesma'am

Simmone:thatiswonderfulnewsmylovegoodjob



Shehungupandsmiledsittingup.Shecheckedthe

timeanditwas04:02aminthemorningasshe

softlyshookherhusband...

Ndlovu:babewhatisitit'sstillearly

Simmone:wellihavegoodnewslove

Ndlovu:theybetterbebecauseyouknowhowifeel

aboutbeingwokenup

Simmone:theladieshavesuccessfulyarrivedin

Dubai

Ndlovu:huh?

Simmone:yepimfromacallwiththeir"agent"just

now

Ndlovu:(smiled)nowletthegamesbegin

Simmone:letthegamesbegin

Ndlovu:wannacelebrate?

Simmone:ofcourse



ShegiggledlyingbackdownasNdlovukissedher

neckwhileplayingwithhercoochie.BackinDubai

ThembekaandThandocontinuedtowalkchatting

notrealisingthattheladywasnotbehindthem...

Thembeka:afterrestingweneedtogooutand

checkoutthis...(turned)wait

Thando:whatisit?

Thembeka:where'souragent?Nonowecan'tbe

walkingalonewheredidshego?

Lady:ladiespleasedon'tpanicshe...

Thando:don'ttellustonotpanicwecan'twalk

aroundwithsomeonewedon'tknow.

Thembeka:thatladyhasourtravellingdocuments

andshe'souragentwecan'tloseher

Lady:(sighed)okcalmdownletmecallher

Thembeka:pleasedo

Theylookedaroundworriedwhilethearablady



videocalledtheladytheycamewith...

Lady:hello?

Thembeka:(tookthephone)bringithere,hi,where

areyou?Areyoulost?

Lady:(chuckled)nonotatallimstillsorting

somethingsouttheniwillbejoiningyouguysjust

now

Thando:butwhyleavewithouttellingus?

Lady:youladieswerestilltakingintheviewssoi

didn'twanttodisrupt.Trustmeyouguysaresafe

withthatlady

Thembeka:youhaveourthingsremember?

Lady:yesma'amillbetherein30minutes.Getto

yourhotel,showerthenrest

Thembeka:okifyouarenotattheroomin30

minuteswearecallingthepolice

Lady:(chuckled)yesma'ambye(shehungup)

Lady:see?



Thembeka:(sighedoutofrelief)sheshouldnever

dothatagain

Thando:iwasstartingtofreakout

Theylaughedfollowingthearabladyintotheir

beautifulexpensivehotel.

AttheDlomo's...

Sbusleptonhisbackwiththebabyonhischest.

Shesuckedonherpacifierwhileheputhishandon

her.Samkelocameoutofthebathroomand

pressedthecurtainremoteastheyopenedwhile

shesmiled.Theylookedsopeacefulasshetook

herphoneandtookafewphotos.Shehidthe

baby'sheadinthepictureandjustshowedherhand

onSbu'sfaceandpostedthepictureonher

Instagramfeedandwhatsappstatuscaptioningit

"myperfectfamily"shesmiledputtingthephone

awaywhileSbuslowlyopenedhiseyestothelight



cominginside...

Samkelo:(shakingthebaby'sbottle)wakeywakey

sleepyhead

Sbu:(smiledrubbinghiseye)morningloveareyou

notsupposedtoberesting?

Samkelo:ineedtomovedaroundtohealquickly

love

Sbu:ifitwasn'tmystubbornwife(theychuckled)

whydidn'tyoutakethebabyoffmeaftershefell

asleep?

Samkelo:andriskherwakingupagain?Nothank

you

Sbu:weareinforitican'tbelieveshecriedfora

wholehour

Samkelo:welcometoparenthood(theychuckled)

butithinkicantakehertoherbednow

Sbu:pleasedo



Shecarefullytookherandputherinherbabybed

whileSbuwenttothebathroom...

Samkelo:ishouldcommendyouthoughyoureally

areapatientdadithoughthercryingwasgoingto

irritateyou

Sbu:ihavebeenreadingsomeparentingbooks

love

Samkelo:that'swonderful.Don'tyouwannagoout

today?

Sbu:nopebuttheguyssaidtheywanttocomeover

Samkelo:welly'allgoingtoendoutsidenooneis

goingtocomenearmybabyorherspacebeforea

month

Sbu:(smiled)yesma'am.Whatwouldyouliketo

haveforbreakfast?

Samkelo:spoilme

Sbu:andiindeedwill



HekissedhercheekandwentdownwhileSamkelo

putthebaby'smilkinwarmwaterandsmiled

lookingather.Shedroppedoneofthebedbarriers

andsatonherchairreadingababybookforher

whileshepeacefullysleptinherpuffypinkromper.

AtZino'shouse...

Shecamedownthestairsfoldinghergownbut

frownedtothesmelloffood...

Semakaleng:(smiled)ohgoodmorning

Zino:hi.Whattimedidyouwakeuptomakeallthis?

Semakaleng:theearliestbirdcatchesthefattest

wormandiheardyouguyssayingyouwanttogoto

churchtodaysoithoughtwhynotwakeupearly

makeafeastofbreakfastandpreparelunchatthe

sametime

Zino:ireallyneedsomeofyourenergy(they

laughed)



Semakaleng:wellyouhaveitaswellyoujusthave

tomaketimeforit.That'showwewomenare

Zino:ohok.Soyoucomingwithtochurch?

Semakaleng:ofcoursethat'swhyicookedlunchas

well

Zino:wonderfuliguessyouwillgetJreadyright?I

gothimanewoutfityesterdayandtoldhimthat

he'swearingittoday

Semakaleng:okiwill

Zino:wonderful.Letmegogetreadyaswellhey

Shetookabottleofwaterandheadedupwhile

Semakalenghummedputtingthelastdishofthe

breakfastmealandheadedtoherroomwhile

upstairsZinolookedatherandscoffedgoinginto

theirroomshakingherhead...

Xaba:andthen?

Zino:Jason'smom



Xaba:don'ttellmeyoufought

Zino:nono.Imjustshockedofhersuddenturn

around,it'sagoodthingyesbutican'thelptothink

she'suptosomething

Xaba:wellmaybeshehasreallydecidedtoturnher

lifearoundmylovejustgiveherthebenefitofthe

doubt

Zino:yeahwell

Shesaiddowningapillwithherwaterandwentinto

thebathroom...

Xaba:andithinkyoushouldstoptakingthesepills

Zino:haibowhy?

Xaba:Jasonneedsalittlesibling

Zino:(laughed)tellmeyouarejoking

Xaba:doilooklikeiam?

Zino:youneedtogetahousefirstandiwannasee



myringfingershining

Xaba:thatcanbearranged

Zino:(chuckled)don'tgetmewrongXabailoveyou

butweneedtogiveourrelationshipsomeroomto

growhavingababynoworgettingmarriedthis

soonmightbeacallfordisaster

Xaba:wewon'tknowuntilwegiveitago

Zino:(scoffed)canwefinishgettingreadyfor

churchplease

Shescoffedandchuckledclosingherselfinthe

bathroomwhileXabasmiledlookingatherbirth

controlpillsandhidthem.

AtKennedy'shouse...

Kennedy:imcomingdammit



Hesaidfoldinghisgownandansweredthegate...

Kennedy:goodmorning.Idon'thaveapiecejob

pleasetrynextdoor

Mandla:it'sMandla,Bongani'sfriend

Kennedy:ohok

Hehungupandopenedforhimcheckinghimself

onthemirrorbythedoorandopenedasheparked

andheadedtothehouse...

Mandla:forgivemeforwakingyouupthisearly

Kennedy:whatcanidoforyou?

Mandla:mayicomein?

Kennedy:yeahsure(heledthewaytotheliving

room)don'tmindthemessihadasolosessionlast

night

Mandla:it'sok



Kennedy:anythingtodrink?

Mandla:imfinethankyou

Kennedy:ok

Mandla:soBonganitoldmeaboutyouwellmeand

ourotherfriend

Kennedy:ok

Mandla:andiwouldliketobelievethatyouknow

there'sathingcalledabrocodeandwerespectthat

Kennedy:yesidobutwithallduerespectimhis

friendnotyouguys's

Mandla:igetthatbutwhenyouarehisfriendit

meansyouareourstooandwehavetherightto

callyoubackinlineifweseeyourailingoff

Kennedy:idon'tunderstand

Mandla:howlonghashebeenmarried?

Kennedy:(confused)20years

Mandla:that's2decadesandyouknowit'shardto

breakpeoplewhohavebeentogetherforthatlong

right?



Kennedy:okimsoconfusednow

Mandla:whatimtryingtosaytoyouisstayaway

fromBongani'swife

Kennedy:what?

Mandla:youheardme.Ifyouwantustobecool

youwilldoexactlythat

Kennedy:whatmakesyouthinkiwanthiswife?

Mandla:isawhowyouwerewithherattheparty

theotherday

Kennedy:so?

Mandla:she'samarriedwoman.Toyourfriendat

that

Kennedy:(scoffed)youreallyareonetoknowabout

thevalueoffriendship

Mandla:excuseme?

Kennedy:youcan'tcomeintomyhouseand

ambushmelikethiswhileyouhavehistoryyourself

Mandla:thisisnotaboutme



Kennedy:exactlysostayinyourlane.Wearegrown

upsmyguyconfrontationsareforteenagers

Mandla:imwarningyou

Kennedy:ithinkwehavespentenoughtimenowso

kindlyleave

Mandla:youdon'twanttorubusoffthewrongway

Kennedy:ifonlyyouknewhalfofthepeopleyouare

defendingsoearlyyouwoulddobetter

Mandla:excuseme?Whatdoyouknowaboutmy

friends?Whenwasthelasttimeyousawthem?

Kennedy:MrJelehaveagreatSundaybye

Mandla:myguy...

Kennedy:goodbyeMandla,pleasego

Mandlalookedathimandsighedleaving.Kennedy

closedthedoorandopenedthegateforhim...

Kennedy:marapeoplehavetheenergytowakeup



soearlyfornonsenseyazyoh

Hesaidclosingthegateandgruntedwhilehis

househelperstartedcleaning.

BackatZino's...

Shefixedherlipstickwithanearpieceinherear...

Zino:imtellingyousis.Theguyistalkingmarriage

andbabiesnow

Zanele:(laughed)wellmaybethisisasignmylove

Zino:letmegetoverthecourtissuefirstthenwe

willtalkaboutthat

Zanele:maybeyoushouldusethecourtissueto

makehimprovethathewouldstandbyyou

regardless

Zino:it'sstillearlylove



Zanele:evenbetter(theylaughed)

Zino:anywayhasmomandauntyThandospoken

toyou?TheyshouldbeinDubaibynow

Zanele:nonotyetibelievetheyarestilljetlegged

sotheydecidedtorestfirst

Zino:truebutyouknowmomalways

communicatesnomatterhowpressedsheis

Zanele:yeahbutlet'salsounderstandthatit'sher

firsttripalonesolet'sgiveherthespace

Zino:ifyousayso

Zanele:mmhandagainwehaven'theardanynews

ofamissingairplaneoronethatcrashedsothey

havelandedsafely

Zino:yesma'am.Timeforbreakfastloveidon't

wanttobelateforchurch

Zanele:kindlyprayforValentine'ssoul

Zino:(laughed)iwillbabesandallthebesthey

Zanele:sure

Zino:whydon'tyouguyscomeoverforlunch?



Zanele:BongsisgoingtoSbu'shouse

Zino:ohbutithoughtSamkelosaidwecanonlysee

theminamonth

Zanele:yeahshedidtheywilljustbeoutsidenoone

isallowedtogoin

Zino:ohokthenyoushouldcome

Zanele:iwill

Zino:awesome.Bye

Zanele:byeboo

TheyhungupasKennedycalledbutZanelelooked

atitandsilencedthephonegoingtothebathroom...

Zanele:patienceisvirtueMrSeboko

Bongani:breakfastisreadylove!

Zanele:okI'llbethereinabit!

3HOURSLATER



InDubai...

ThandoandThembekalaughedinthebathroomof

theirhotelandgotoutinwhitegownsandwhite

towelswrappedaroundtheirheads...

Thembeka:I'msoreadyfor...

Theyfrozelookingattwoladiesandtwomenin

blackssuitsandwhiteshirts...

Thembeka:gooddayladiesandgentlemenhow

maywebeofhelp?

Man:sitdown

Thembeka:excuseme?

Man:isaidsit...

Lady:(opened)iwasthinkingwe...ohladiesarise



andshine

Thembeka:whoareallthesepeople?

Lady:(smiled)MrsMsomitheseareyournew

friends

Thembeka:(frowned)newfriends?

Lady:let'sjustsaytheyweresentbyyourdaughter

Thembeka:imconfused

Man:sitdown

Thembeka:willyoustoptellingmetositdownand...

Theyswallowedasthemanshowedhisgununder

hisjacket...

Thando:Thembs?

Lady:nowMrsMsomiyouaregoingtolistenand

doasinstructed

Thembeka:waitwhat's...

Lady:youhavebeenheldcaptive



Thembeka:waitwhat!?

Thando:whatareyou....help!Help!Somebody...

Oneoftheladieshitherwithagunasshecollapsed

whileThembekatriedtojumponherbutoneofthe

menheldherback...

Thembeka:letgoofme!Letgoofme!

Lady:wedon'twanttohurtyouMrsMsomiso

pleasecalmdown

Thembeka:calmdownmyfootyoucan't...

Shetriedtofightbuttheyputherdowmonachair

andtiedherupandtapedhermouthanddidthe

sametohersister.The"agent"ladyswitchedona

computerasNdlovuappearedsmiling...

Ndlovu:(caressinghisbeard)wellwellwell,lookat

whatwehavenow.ThebeautifulMrsMsomiand



hergoodlookingsister.Lovecomeseethis

SimmonesatonhislapandsmiledwhileThembeka

foughttountieherselflookinginthecomputer...

Ndlovu:imsosorrytodothistoyoubutifitweren't

foryourhardheadeddaughterwewouldn'tbein

thisposition.Yourlifedependsonher

Hehungupastheagentladyclosedthelaptop

whileThembekabreathedheavilyoutofhernose

lookingupatherwithafrownonherface...

Lady:it'stimetoplayalittlesweetmomma

BackinSA...

Valentinewalkedaroundafieldlookingforthe



personshewasmeetingandsigheddialingthe

numberagain.Shefrownedasitrangbehindheras

sheturnedandsighedlockingeyeswithasmiling

Zaneleinablackleatherjumpsuitandhighheeled

bootswithablackberet...

Valentine:ishouldhaveknown

Zanele:(laughed)whatexactly?Ihavebeenaround

foralongtimemylovesoyoushouldcountonthe

factthatiwillalwaysgetmywaywithyouno

matterwhat

Valentine:youreallythinkhighlyofyourselfyou

know

Zanele:noidon'tthinkhighlyofmyselfit'scalled

selfworthmylove

Valentine:yeahrightasifyouareworthanything.

WhatdoyouwantZanele?

Zanele:iwantyoutoleaveandnevercomeback

here

Valentine:ohreallynow?(Laughed)youreallyarea



truecomedian.Youcan'tmakemeleave

Zanele:evenifipromisetosponsoryourlife?I

meanValentineyourparentswantnothingtodo

withyoubecauseyoukilledtheirchildandthere's

nowhereyouwillevergettoworkagain

Valentine:ohreallynow?

Zanele:(smiledgivingheranenvelope)kindlytake

alook

Valentine:what'sthis?

ZanelejustsmiledasValentineopenedthe

envelopeandfrownedreadingwhatwasinit...

Valentine:what!?

Zanele:youhavebeenblacklisted

Valentine:youconnivingwitch!

Zanele:ohnonodearimnotonetoblameyouare.I

toldyoutotreadcarefullybutyoudidn'twantto

listen.RememberthatdayatBongani'soffice?I



askedyoutonotstartsomethingyouwouldnever

seetheendofbutwhatdidyoudo?Youchosetobe

adonkey

Valentine:whatareyourplans?

Zanele:likeisaidtakemyofferandleave

Valentine:andifirefuse?

Zanele:thenyouwillhavetolivetherestofyourlife

suffering.Ievenhavearidesortedforyouallyou

justhavetodoisgetonitandsoar

AsshesaidahelicopterlandedasValentinesquint

hereyesather...

Zanele:comeonVwhat'stheretothinkabout?

What'sagoodlifecomparedtohavingmyson

behindbarsforsomeonewho'salreadydead?You

gettospendmymoneyafterallimaginethelifeyou

wouldhave.Goonlovegoon



Valentinelookedatthehelicopterandbackat

Zanelewiththoughtsrunningwildinherhead.What

wasmoreimportant?Strugglingwithmakingends

meetorlivingoffyourenemy?Sheaskedherself

thetwoquestionsforafewminutesanddecidedto

goonthehelicopter...

Zanele:iknewyouwouldmaketherightdecision

mylovetakecare.Thefirsttransferwillreportina

fewminutes

ShesmiledwavingasValentinelookedonwhilethe

helicopterslowlytookoff.Zanelereachedinher

bagandtookherphonegoingintoherbankingapp

andmadeatransferofR30000.00toValentine.

Valentinetookherphoneandreadthemessageand

smiledbuthersmilewasshortlivedassomething

hitthehelicopter'stailrotoranditstartedtospin...

Valentine:whatisgoingon!?



Sherantothepilotbutfoundnooneasshe

swallowedandsatonthechairwhileithitthe

groundagainandwentupinflames.Afewmetres

awayZanelesmiledputtinghergunbackinherbag

andwenttohercar...

Zanele:restinpeacebitchiwarnedyou

Shesmiledasherphonereceivedamessageand

sheopenedit...

Zanele:(frowned)avideo?

Shesaiddownloadingitandplayeditasherheart

racedlookingathermotherandaunttiedupona

chair...

Zanele:what!?(Atextmessagereported)



"Theirlivesareinyourhands"

Shetriedtotypearesponsebutthenumber

blockedherasshequicklytriedtocallitbutitdidn't

gothrough...

Zanele:nonononono!

ShequicklygotinhercaranddialedZino.

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:24] :ZANELE



61

AnanxiousZaneletapherfootinhercarwaitingfor

Zinotoanswerbutshedidn'tasZanelehitthe

steeringwheel...

Zanele:dammitZinoansweryourdamnphonewhy

doyouhaveitwithyouifyouarenotgoingto

answerit.Thisisnotthetimetobepretending

aroundhypocritesourmotherandauntaremissing

dammit

Sheclickedhertongueanddialedheragainbutit

stillrangunansweredasshesighedthrowingher

headbackontheheadrest...

Zanele:whyisthishappening,whynowandwho

thefuckisthispersontryingme...(frowned)wait

whatifValentine...noshewouldn'tbeabletopull

offsuchastunt(sighed)butwhatifshecan?Havei



killedthepersonwhoknowswheremymotheris?

(Sheturnedlookingatthedistantflame)noZanele,

nocalmdownandthink(shesighed)andthen

there'sZinowho'snotansweringmycalls

Shecalledheragainbuthungupasitrangforthe

fourthtimenotbeinganswered...

Zanele:ifanewrelationshipisgoingtohaveyou

actlikethisthenyoumightaswellgiveupthe

wholethingnoman

ShesaiddiallingBonganibuthisalsojustrangwith

noanswer...

Zanele:whatiswrongwiththesepeople!?My

motherismissingforcryingoutloudwouldyou

pickupyourfuckingdamnphones!Urgh!



Shesaidroughlystartingherengineandrevvedthe

caroffwhiletryingtoreachBonganiwhojust

lookedatitandsighed...

Sbu:hawuBongssincewhendon'tyoutakecalls?

Bongani:idon'twanttotalktoanyone

Sbu:whoiscallingyou?

Bongani:nooneimportant

Mandla:soZaneleisnolongerimportanttoyou

now?

Bongani:firstofallwhyareyoulookingintomy

phone?

Sbu:okgunsdownbuddiesihaveanewborninthe

houseandyouknowkidscanreadenergiessostay

ascalmasyoucanplease

Bongani:noSbudahwhyishelookinginmyphone?

Sbu:whyareyounottakingZanele'scallsnawe

phela?

Bongani:becauseidon'twantto



Sbu:Bongsdoyouwanttobeastatistic?

Mandla:woahwhatareyoutryingtosay?

Sbu:isaidBongsnotMandlaandbetweenyouand

himhe'sabettermanthanyoucouldeverbeso

please

Mandla:ohwow

Bongani:whatistheuseofstayinginamarriage

whereyoufeellikeyounolongerknowtheperson

youmarried?

Sbu:atleastshe'snothidingwhosheisfromyou

Bongani:soyouarecondoninghercharacter?

Sbu:imnotonetojudgeyouneverknowwhat

madehertobethekindofpersonsheis.Weall

knowourcharactersareinfluencedbythe

environmentswegrewupin

Bongani:soifyoumarriedZaneleyouwouldstay

withher?

Sbu:wehavedifferentprioritiesandmorals

Bongani:youarenotansweringme



Sbu:becauseimnotmarriedtoZaneleican'tjudge

herbasedonwhatyougiveusorwhatshegivesus.

Iwillhavetoknowmoreofhertoconcludeifi

wouldstayornot

Bongani:(scoffed)youaresowiseanditsannoying

Sbu:thefactthatyoudidn'trunforthedivorce

papersthemomentsherevealedwhoshewasto

youshowsthatthere'smoretowhatyouloveabout

her

Bongani:definitelybutthiscanaffectmeshould

shegetcaught

Mandla:myadvice,run,runwhileyoustillcan

Sbu:don'tlistentoMandlayouknowhe'salways

impulsivewhatyoudoiscloseyourselfinaroom,

writethegoodandthebadaboutZaneleifthegood

outweighsthebadthentrytomakethingsworkbut

ifthebadoutweighsthegoodthenyoucantakethe

nextstep.

Mandla:DrPhilhasspoken(theylaughed)

Sbu:imseriousthoughitreallyhelps.Aren'tyou



guysgoingfortherapy?

Bongani:wewenttwicebutnowshe'salwaysbusy

thoughsheworksfromhome

Sbu:isee.Wellsometimestherapydoesn'thelpso

maybethat'sthecaseinyoursituation.The

universewantsyoutotakechargeandbeincontrol

Bongani:(sighed)ihearyoubruhihearyou

Mandla:istillsay,putonyourtrackshoesandrun

asfastasyoucan

Sbu:stopitwena

Samkelo:love!?

Sbu:yeshoney?

Samkelo:comehelpmewithsomethingyouwillgo

backtothosetworugrats

Sbu:dutyiscallingboys

Mandla:u'kudlisileumfaziwemxhosa(she

bewitchedyou)



Theylaughedashemadehiswaytothehouse...

Bongani:youbetterwatchitimmarriedtoaxhosa

womanaswell

Mandla:luckilyforyou,youarexhosaaswellbutai

lookingatyounowonewouldswearshefedyou

something

Theylaughedeatingtheirpoundedmeatdrinking.

InDubai...

Thandogainedherconsciousnessbutfrownedas

shenoticedthatshewastiedtohersister'sback.

Shetriedtospeakbutfailedashermouthwas

taped.Thetravellingagentwalkedinwithoneman

andsmiledattheladieswhomadesoundsbehind

thertapedmouths...



Lady:wannasaysomething?

Shesmiledlookingatthemandswitchedonthe

laptopthentookofftheirtapes...

Thembeka:whoareyou?

Thando:whatthehellisthis?

Lady:ladiesmantombezanacalmdownnow

Thembeka:calmdownyokunuka,yikakyentonile!?

(Whatbullshitisthis)

Ndlovu:(smiledinthepc)onethingaboutxhosa

womenistheirfiestyness.Helloonceagainladies

Thembeka:whoareyou?Whatdoyouwantfromus?

Ndlovu:mybrothers

Thando:ntoni!?Zibazela'phithina?Doyouknow

whoweare?

Ndlovu:yesidomylady,twogrownassstupidold

womenwhoarealwayspulledwiththeirearsby



theirstupiddaughter

Thembeka:uzonyawenauzokakagoetndiya

k'xelela(youaregoingtoshityourselfimtellingyou)

Ndlovu:(laughed)thattimeyouareallthewayin

Dubaioryouforgot?

Theyswallowedlookingatoneanother'sshoulder

andbackatthescreen...

Ndlovu:playtimeisover,isentyourfoolish

daughtersomethingtogetheradrenalinrushibet

you,she'ssweatingbulletswhereversheis

Thembeka:wenfundiniuthiufunantonikuthi

kanye'kanye?(Whatexactlydoyouwantfromus

youngman)

Ndlovu:yourdaughterkilledmybrothersforyour

grandson

Both:what!?

Ndlovu:nowinreturnimgoingtokillhermothers.



Thetwomostpreciousbeingsinherlifesoifiwere

youiwouldstartprayingbecauseyoudon'thave

muchtimeinthisplanet.Ciao

Thembeka:weenja!Weemgodoiima!(Youdog!

wait!)

Ndlovu:dearfeedthemsomethingtheyareoldi

don'twanttolosethebeforetime

Thembeka:ndithethanawemgodoiwomsilawo

mnyama!(Imtalkingtoyou,youdogwithablack

tail)

Ndlovu:tick-tock

Hesaidsmilingandhungupastheladyclosedthe

laptop...

Lady:somygirlswhatwouldyoulike?

Thembeka:sowelooklikegirlstoyou?Bitchare

youawareofwhoyouaretalkingto?

Lady:okiwillleaveyoutocatchupwhileigoget



youfood.Imnotgoingtotapeyoubutshouldyou

misbehavethisyoungmanwon'thesitatesliting

yourwrinkledthroatsandagainjustknowthathe's

nottheonlyonewatchingyoualotofpeopleareso

onemistakeyouaregone

ShesmiledleavingwhileThandolookedaroundfor

cameras...

Thembeka:ofunanantoni?(Whatareyoulooking)

Thando:ndifunikubonakuthibasibekilengentoni

(iwanttofindwhattheyarelookingatuswith)

Thembeka:sozeuziboneapha,phola(youwon't

seethemheresorelax)

Man:english

Thembeka:(scoffed)yeahrightkuchointonga

mathamboaomileyogaaa(sosayathingwithdry

bones)

Man:womanisaidenglish!



Thembeka:idareyoutoputyourgreendryveiny

handsonmeyourecyledtoy,idareyou

Man:youseemtobeaproblem

Thembeka:trustmeimmorethanaproblemandifi

wereyouiwouldsavemyselfasearlyasnow

becausefromhereimgoingtomakesure

everythingthatscreamsyournameisclearedfrom

thefaceofearth

Man:menopause

Thembeka:yesandimproudofitwecan'tsaythe

sameaboutyourmotherwhodoesn'tevenknow

thathersonistossedaroundinthestreetsofDubai

doingdirtyworkforpeanuts

Man:shutup!

Thembeka:soze(laughed)ndithesooooozefundini

(isaidneveryoungboy

Thando:yoohkodwanaweThembeka(youthough

Thembeka)

Thembeka:haimantheycanallvoetsekoutofhere.

Iftheythinkimgoingtotremblebeforethemthen



theyhaveanotherthingcoming(scoffed)nizonya

onebyoneigiveyoumyword

Thando:nowiseewhereZanelegetshercharacter

from

Thembeka:youwanttobeapartofthem?

Thando:aimanThembekashutupyouaregoingto

getuskilled

Thembeka:I'dratherdiefighting

Shesaidlookingattheyoungarabladwhoscoffed

andshookhisheadlookingaway.

BackattheDlomo's...

ThemenlaughedoutloudwhileinsideSamkelo

openedthegateasZaneleroughlydrovein...

Mandla:itoldyoutorun



Sbu:issheok?

Zanele:howmanytimesshouldicallyouforyouto

answeryourphoneBongani?

SheslammedthecardoorwhileSamkelolookedon

fromthebalcony...

Bongani:Zanelethere'sababyhereyoucan'tcome

inherelikethat

Zanele:iwouldn'tbedoingthisifyouanswered

yourdamnphone

Bongani:okimsorrycalmdown

Zanele:willyoursorryormecalmingdownfreemy

motherandauntfromcaptivesinDubai?

All:what!?

Bongani:babewhatdidyoujustsay?

Zanele:nowyouwanttolisten



Sheclickedhertonguetakingoutherphoneand

playedthevideoforhim.Heswallowedgoingsober

atthatsecondastheguystookthephonefrom

him...

Bongani:butithought...

Zanele:itwasthekidnappersBonganitherewasno

trip(sighed)ishouldhavecheckedwiththe

travellingagencybeforelettingmymomgothere

nowlookwhatishappening(putherhandsonher

head)howimigoingtofreemymotherfromthere?

Wheredoievenlook?DubaiisnotGauteng

Bongani:okbabecalmdownletusgohomeand

thinkthoroughlyaboutthis.Boysiwillseeyou

Sbu:pleasestayintouch

Bongani:willdobuddy.Comelove.ByeSammy

Samkelo:ok.Don'tworryfriendyouaregoingto

findyourmom

Thebabycriedwakingupassheattendedtoher



whileBonganiwentinthedriver'sseatofZanele's

carwhileZanelegotinthepassengerseat.Mandla

followedSbuinthehousebuthestoppedhim...

Mandla:whatnow?

Sbu:westillstandbyourrulesgospendtimewith

Alexandstopneglectinghim

Mandla:reallynowSbu

Sbu:yesMandlabye

Hesaidclosingthefrontdoorashegotinhiscar

andfollowedtheJola'sout.InthecarBongani

swallowedlookingatZaneleandbackattheroad...

Bongani:what'sonyourmind?

Zanele:mymotherBonganiwhatelsewouldbeon

mymindrightnow?Andknowinghowstubbornshe

isshe'sgoingtotryandfightthosepeoplemaking

thingsworseforherself



Bongani:Zanelecalmdown

Zanele:Bong...

Bongani:(agitated)Zaneleman!(Sheswallowed)

canyoujustshutupandlisten.Iunderstandthat

youremotionsareallovernowbutyouneedto

calmdownforustofindmamaT.Weneedtosit

downandthinknotthroweverythingalloverthe

place.Firstlywearegoingtocontactthattravelling

agencyandcheckforauthenticityandsecondlywe

needtothinkwhowouldreallygothisfartogetting

backatusandwhytheywoulddothatsousethis

drivetothinklongandhardaboutthat.

Hesaidswitchingofftheradioastheyquietlydrove

toWaterfall.

AttheZulu's...

Zuluwokeupfromthecouchyawningand

stretched...



Zulu:yohthatwasonelongsleep

Khethiwe:nxnxnxnx

Zulu:(turned)goodmorning

Khethiwe:it's12:00intheafternoon

Zulu:wellitiswhatitis

Khethiwe:noZuluno,imnotgoingtohaveyou

behavelikethiswhilewehaveacompanytorun

Zulu:youmeanmycompany

Khethiwe:thesamecompanyyouonlypoppedout

halfabilliontobuyit

Zulu:factremainsitsmine

Khethiwe:Thembawehaveenemiesnow,youtook

peopleforaride

Zulu:thosearejustabunchofnaiveidiots

Khethiwe:reallynowZulu?

Zulu:yesKhethiwecanyoupleasegetoffmycase

now?Ineedtoshowerandeatmakeyourselfuseful



andmakesureihaveapropersuitfortomorrow

Khethiwe:soilooklikeyourmaid?

Zulu:imnotgoingtodothiswithyouidon'thave

theenergybye

Hesaidtryingtogoupstairsbutsheblockedhis

way...

Zulu:Khethiwe

Khethiwe:doyouwanttoloseallthis?

Zulu:yoohmfaziwomzuluhlukananam(zulu

womanleavemealone)

Khethiwe:shouldiremindyouthatyouhavetwo

kidswhoareatvarsitynow?Andyouknowthatwe

payforeverythinginthiscountrysoactright

Zulu:doyouwanttogoshoppingmaybe?

Khethiwe:ohsoyouhavemoney?

Zulu:soyouthinkiwouldspendallofmymoney



whilethoseidiotshaveallthemoneyintheworld?

Hellnoandyesihavemoney

Khethiwe:whenareyoubuyingyourchildrencars

then?TheyaregoingbacktoDurbansoon

Zulu:iwillbuythematmytimesobyeKhethiwe

Khethiwe:Zulu?

Zulu:mysuitplease

HesaidgoingupstairswhileKhethiwesighed

shakingherhead...

Khethiwe:marryaZulumantheysaidyohah-uh.

Sthupungasama'cgina(anidiot)

Fromthechurch...

ZinoandJasonsangoneofthesongsthatwas

beingsungduringtheservicewhileXabasmile



focusedonthewheels.Shereachedforherphone

inherbagandfrownedseeingZanele'smissed

calls...

Jason:yourturnmamaZee

Zino:waitnana,imissedZanele'scallslove

Xaba:callherback(shedid)

Zanele:finallyshechecksherphone

Zino:hitoyoutooijust...

Zanele:cometoWaterfallnow

Zino:Zanelebutwearejust...

Zanele:nowZinonow!It'surgent

Zino:Za...(shehunguponher)hawubandlashe

hunguponme

Xaba:why?

Zino:shesaysishouldcometowaterfallnowit's

urgent

Xaba:ifitsurgentthenweshouldgolove



Semakaleng:but...(Xabalookedatherthroughthe

mirror)okwecango

HeturnaroundrightthereandheadedtoWaterfall.

AtKumkani'shouse...

Gogomadewayuptotheboy'sbedroomwithajar

fulloficecoldwaterandfrownedopeningthedoor

tousedcondomsonthefloorandtwogirlssleeping

betweenKumkaniandLazer.Shescoffedstanding

besidesKumkaniandslowlypouredthecoldwater

onhimashequicklygotup.Whilehewasstilllost

onwhatwashappeningshesplashedtherestofthe

wateronLazerandthegirlsastheyquicklygotup...

Girl:whatthehell!?

Gogo:nywatthehellngendunuezibolileyo(What

thehell,withrottenbums)getup!



Kumkani:kodwagogoyohdoyouhavetobethis

dramatic?

Gogo:haihaigetup,ninamantobezanaiwantyou

outofthishouse

Girl:andyouare?

Gogo:excuseme?

Shesaidtakingoutasmallgunastheyoungladies

swallowedkeepingquiet...

Gogo:sayonemorewordyounggirl(shekeptquiet)

ithoughtasmuch.Getoutofhereanddon'tmake

merepeatmyself

Theyounggirlsquicklydidassaidwhileshe

clickedhertongue...

Gogo:andyoushouldshaveyourcoochiesdammit

siesman(Kumkanilaughed)



Lazer:ma?

Gogo:aivoetsekmanhowdoyougetinabushlike

that.Getupboys

Kumkani:whyarewebeingwokenupwithsomuch

forceandrage?

Gogo:(openingthecurtains)lifeistooshortmy

boyswehaveanempiretoseeto.BillGatesdidn't

wastetimesleepingoryouwanttosleeponmoney?

Kumkani:ofcoursenot

Gogo:thengetupwehavetostrategizeimgiving

you10minutesandyoushouldbedown

Kumkani:okma

SheleftwhileKumkanichuckledgettingoffbed...

Lazer:sothisisfunnytoyou?

Kumkani:noiminspiredyourgrandmotheristhe

realdeal



HesaidgoingtothebathroomwhileLazershook

hishead...

Gogo:whatareyoutwoskimpyassesstilldoing

here?

Lady:wedon'thavetransportmoneyGogo

Gogo:(threwarollatthem)runyounggirlsrunand

neverreturnhere

Theytooktherollandleftwhilesheopenedthegate

forthemlaughing...

Gogo:childrenoftodayandsleepingaroundsies

man.

AttheJola's...



ZinopacedtothehousewhileXaba,Semakaleng

andJasonfollowedher...

Zino:what'sgoingon?

Zanele:i...didyouhaveto?

Zino:wewerefromchurchZanelewhatdidyou

expect?

Xaba:gooddayMrsJola

Zanele:hi.Wedon'thavetimecometothestudy

Zino:ok.Loveimcomingokmakeyourselvesat

home

Xaba:ok

Zanele:butdon'tthinkthisisacharityhome

ShesaidtakingZino'shandwhileXaba,

SemakalengandJasonsatinthelounge.Theygot

tothestudywhereZinofrownedlookingatBongani

onthelaptop...



Bongani:ihave...ohhiZino,ihavemanagedtoget

thelocationofthenumberthatsentyouthevideo

Zino:whatvideo?(Zanelegaveherherphone)wait

butthisis...

Zanele:yesmomandauntyTareheldcaptive

Zino:bywho?

Zanele:that'swhatwearestilltryingtofigureout

Zino:butithought...waitdidyoucalltheagency?

Zanele:iwasaboutto

Zino:dosonow,Bonganiwhereisthenumberfrom?

Bongani:itsaZimcodebutusedinSA

Zino:sothepersonisinSouthAfrica.Okthat's

easy

Shesaidgrabbingachairandfoldedherblouse

takinganotherlaptop...



Lady:HambaniTravellingagencyhello?

Zanele:yesyouarespeakingtoZaneleJola,my

motherThembekaMsomienteredacompetition

withyouguysandwonatriptoDubaibutnowwe

aresentavideoofhertiedandtapedtoachair

what'sgoingon?

Lady:noma'amwedon'tknowofanywinnerofthat

nametheladywhowonisinFinlandrightnow

(ZaneleswallowedlookingatBongani&Zino)hello?

Ma'am?

Shehungup...

Bongani:and?

Zanele:itwasallfake,thewinnerisinFinlandso

thatmeansmomhasbeentaken

Zino:bywhothough,howfarwiththetriangulation

ofthatvideo?

Bongani:stillloading



Zanele:idon'tknow(startedpacing)imtryingto

thinkofwhoitcouldbebuti...(shefroze)

Bongani:butwhatlovecomeonnow

Zanele:Simmoneandherhusband

Bongani:shitwhydidinotthinkofthat

Zino:whoarethose?

Bongani:Simmone'shusbandisawellknowndrug

lordofSouthAfricaandZanelekilledtwoofhis

mentoprotectKumkani

Zino:shitguys

Bongani:(sighed)fuck

Zanele:(scoffed)thatunscrupulousbitch!She's

goingtoknowme

Bongani:Zanelecalmdown

Zanele:imnotgoingtocalmdownforshit.Zinofix

abombwearegoingtokilleverythingthatwalksin

hisyard

Zino:noZaneleyouneedtocalmdownlikeBongani

sayswecan'tgoaroundkillingpeople.Thisshould



showyouhowdangerousthisNdlovumaniswe

needtotreadcarefullyandbesmartaboutit

Zanele:Zinoourmotherandaunt'slivesareinour

handsrightnow

Zino:iknowbutcalmdownsisplease.What

informationdoyouhaveonNdlovuBongs?

Bongs:letmegogetmypcinthebedroombut

makesureyoursisterdoesn'tgoanywhere

Zino:don'tworryshewon't(heleft)

Zanele:Zinoweshould...

Zino:perfect,thevideowastakenfromAlSalam

GrandHotelthat'saperfectstart

Zanele:don'ttellmeaboutwhere...

Bongani:theinformationishereZee

Zino:okbringitheresothatweseehowwecan

workwithit

Zanele:issomeonegoingtolistentomeorareyou

twogoingto...

Both:shutupZanele!



Sheswallowedlookingatthemandquietlytookher

seatwhileintheloungeXabaandSamakaleng

lookedatoneanother...

Xaba:okithinkweshouldtakeherupontheideaof

makingourselveshomewhatwouldyouliketoeat?

Semakaleng:anythingyoufindisokidon'twantto

touchanythingofthiswomanshelooksdangerous

XabalaughedgoingtothekitchenwhileJason

focusedonthecartoonsplayingonthetv.

Atthepolicestation...

Nombulelomadeherwayinsideasanofficer

greetedher...



Officer:howmayibeofhelpma'am

Nombulelo:imheretoreportamurder

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Officer:okma'ampleasecomethrough

Nombulelo:areyounotgoingdirectmetooneof

yourtopofficers?

Officers:theyareoffbutiwillbehandingthecase

tooneofthemtomorrow

Nombulelo:iwantyoutogiveittoColonelMolao



Officer:oh?Okma'amiwill.Sowhendidthis

murderhappen?

Nombulelo:afewweeksago

Officer:andyouarecomingtoreportitnow

Nombulelo:yes

Officer:why?

Nombulelo:becauseiwasthreatenedbutnowi

decidedtojustriskitallandgetthepoorladythe

justiceshedeserves

Officer:soibelieveyouhaveallthedetailsabout

this?

Nombulelo:everythingyouwillneedofficer

Officer:nameofthevictimpleaseandhowyou

knowher

Nombulelo:ThandiweButhelezi

Officer:howdoyouknowher?

Nombulelo:shewasaChiefFinancialOfficerinLee

TruckingnowknownasZuluTrucking



Officer:howwasshemurdered?

Nombulelo:theculpritfiddledwithhercar

Officer:andwhoistheculprit?

Nombulelo:ThembaZulu

Theofficerstoppedwritingandlookedather...

Nombulelo:what'swrong?

Officer:nothing.Youknowthishow?

Nombulelo:hetoldme

Officer:(scoffed)ohsoThembaZulucametoa

strangerandtoldthemthathemurderedsomeone

andthiswasafewweeksago?

Nombulelo:ineversaidwearestrangers

Officer:ohsohowdoyouknowhim?

Nombulelo:hewasmymother'sgirlfriendnow

husbandbuttheyareplanningtodivorce

Officer:ohisee.Whywouldhetellyouthis?



Nombulelo:becausehesaidhewasdoingitforme

Officer:oh?

Nombulelo:yes.Wewereplanningtorevealthe

truthaboutsomeoneandhewantedsomeonetogo

throughtheiraccountsandiwastheonlyonehe

trustedthushegotridofthelady

Officer:soyouareanaccomplice

Nombulelo:no

Officer:youknowthishow?

Nombulelo:itoldhimimnotokwithwhathedid

andiwasgoingtoreporthimthat'swhenhe

threatnedmywholefamily

Officer:who'sthispersonyouwantedtoexpose?

Nombulelo:ZaneleJolawethoughtshehad

somethingtodowithmyfather'sdisappearance

Officer:ohsamesurnameasyou

Nombulelo:she'smysisterinlawmarriedtomy

brother

Officer:ok.Sowhatevidencedoyouhavethatwill



provethatindeedthisThembaZulukilledthis

woman?

Nombulelo:(tookoutaUSB)aphonecallrecording

ofhimtalkingtooneofhisguysandtext

conversationsbetweenhimandi

Officer:okallinhere?

Nombulelo:yesofficer

Officer:okthankyouiwillgiveColonelMolao

everythingfirstthinginthemorningandhewilltake

itfromthere

Nombulelo:thankyou

Officer:andihopeyouaretellingthetruthwhen

yousayyouwerethreatenedtokeepquietbecause

onethingaboutColonelMolaohedigsdeeperwhen

hefeelslikesomethinghasbeenfabricated

Nombulelo:imtellingyouthetruth

Officer:okyoumaygo

Sheleftwhiletheofficerpunchedineverythingand



tookthefiletoMolao'soffice.

AttheJola's...

Zinofinishedgoingthroughtheinformation

BonganihadonNdlovuwhileZanelecameinwith

snacks...

Bongani:whatdoyouthink?

Zino:thisguyhasfinishedthestateBongsthisis

goodinformation

Bongani:iknow.Whatdoyousaynow?

Zino:iwouldsayweshouldgotothepolicebut

nowthingisThembekaandThandoarealltheway

inDubaionceNdlovusmellsarattheyaregone

Zanele:whathappensnow?

Zino:wehaveinformationofwherethevideowas

takenandwherethecommunicatorissooneofus

hastogotoDubaibutitcan'tbemebecauseihave



bailconditionsthatdon'tallowmetoleavethe

country

Zanele:icango

Bongani:noyouaretooemotionaltodealwiththis

infactnoneofuscan'tgobecauseshouldhefind

outthatoneofusisoutofthecountryhe'lldig

deepertofindoutwheretheyare

Zanele:whatisthepointofhavingsomeonego

therenow?

Zino:becausewearegoingtoapproachNdlovuand

weneedtomakesurethatwhenwedothatmom

andauntyTaresafe

Bongani:there'saguyiworkwithithinkhecango

Zino:doyoutrusthim?

Bongani:yeahhehelpedmefindKumkaniandhow

togetthisinformationonNdlovu

Zino:okthenbringhimoversothatisusshimupa

bit

Zanele:youstillwanttosusshimupZino?Timeis

notonourside



Zino:it'simportantZanelewecan'taffordtosend

anamateuronthisjobwewantsomeonewho's

smartandalsoweneedtofindouthowmany

peoplehewillbedealingwithinDubai

Zanele:(chuckled)howwillyoubeabletogetthat?

Zino:oncehegetstherehewillplantadevicethati

willgivehimitwillgetusalltheinformationwe

need

Zanele:callhimBonganiwhatareyouwaitingfor?

Helookedatherandtookhisphonecallinghis

colleaguewhileZinosighed...

Zino:iknowthisisemotionalforyousis.Itisfor

measwellbutweneedtostaycalminordertobe

abletogetwhatwewant.Youcandothismygirli

knowyoucanallyouhavetodoisstopthinking

murderwheneveraproblemarisesmaybethisis

ourchancetogetthepoliceoffourbacks

Zanele:iwilltry



Zino:don'ttrydoit

Bongani:(sighed)he'soutoftownonlycomingin

tomorrow

Zino:bummerbutlet'snotpanicwewillwaitforhim.

Zaneleiftheabductorscontactyouagainmake

suretoconnectyourphonetothiscablethatway

wewillgettheirexactlocation.Whicheverstrange

numberthatcallsyourushtothiscable

Zanele:ok

Zino:evenyouBongs

Bongani:noproblem

Zino:letmeleaveyouguysfornow

Bongani:sorryforallthetrouble

Zino:itsok

TheyheadedtotheloungewheretheyfoundXaba

andtheotherswatchingtv...



Bongani:mybrother,sorryforthathey

Xaba:it'sokitwasurgentsoweunderstand

Bongani:haveagreatSundayevening

Xaba:youtooandihopewhateveritwashasbeen

solved

Bongani:everythingwillbefine

Xaba:goodbyeMrsJola

Zanele:bye

Jason:byeaunty

Zanele:(smiled)byenana

TheysmiledandfollowedZinooutwhileZanele

sighedandthrewherselfonthecouch...

Zanele:shouldn'twereportthemmissingtothe

police?

Bongani:it'stooriskyatthemomentunlessyou

wanttogotojail.Wearetryingtoprotectyouhere



ifyoucan'tnotice

Zanele:ohwow

Bongani:whatwouldyouliketoeat?

Zanele:anythingisfine

HewenttothekitchenwhileshedialedSamkelo...

Xaba:what'supyoulookworried

Zino:(sighed)mymotherandaunthavebeenheld

captive

Xaba:what!?Bywho?

Zino:iwilltellyoueverythingwhenwegethome

Xaba:ohok

Herubbedherthighasshesighedleaningonthe

window.AtthebackSemakalengfrownedand

shookherheadgoingthroughherphone.



AtNomvula'shouse...

SheopenedthegateasKhethiwedroveinwhile

Nomayezacamedown...

Nomayeza:whoisit?

Nomvula:yoursisterwife

Nomayeza:what?

Nomvula:allthebestimgoingtogetreadyfor

tomorrow

Nomayeza:noyoucan'tleavemealonewiththis

womanwhereisLelo?

Nomvula:shesaidshewasgoingtoseeanold

friendfromthepolicestation

Nomayeza:ohokbut...

Khethiwe:knockknockimalreadyin(smiled)oh

heysisterwife

Nomayeza:goodeveningKhethiwepleasecomein



Nomvula:nottoberudemabutihavetogetready

fortomorrowyouarewelcomethough

Khethiwe:thankyoumychild.Iunderstand(sheleft

them)nicehouse

Nomayeza:thankyoupleasehaveaseat

Khethiwe:thanks.Uhm...icametotalktoyouabout

whathappened

Nomayeza:oh?

Khethiwe:yesiknowyoudidn'texpectitmylove

butitiswhatitisandbabatellsmethatyou

ambushedhimatthegolfcourse

Nomayeza:noididn'tambushhimiwenttotellhim

whathehadtohear

Khethiwe:isit?Ohwellthensowheretofromhere?

Nomayeza:howisitanyofyourbusinessdear?

Khethiwe:oh?

Nomayeza:thelasttimeicheckedthiswas

betweenmeandZulu

Khethiwe:yes,amanwhohappenstobemy



husbandandthefatherofmychildren

Nomayeza:stillit'snoneofyourconcern

Khethiwe:okbutjustsoyouknowicanseethe

rageinyoureyesbutisitworthittogothroughwith

whateveryouareplanning?

Nomayeza:ohsoI'mplanningsomething?

Khethiwe:wearetwogrownwomenNomalet'splay

opencardswithoneanother.Imeanyouarea

womanscornedsodefinitelyyouareupto

something

Nomayeza:ifthat'showthingsalwayspanourin

zululandthenthat'syourproblemidon'tworklike

that

Khethiwe:areyouplanningtodivorcehimmaybe

Nomayeza:still,noneofyourbusiness

Khethiwe:becauseifyouarethenyoushouldforget

aboutgettinganythingfromhim.Hehaskidsand

everythinghebuiltbelongstothem

Nomayeza:okithinkyouhaveoverstayedyour

welcomepleaseleave



Khethiwe:ohiwillbutjustknowthatyouare

fightingalosingbattle

Nomayeza:idon'tgoaroundpickingfightswith

peoplewhodon'tknowtheirworthpleaseleave

(sheopenedthedoor)

Khethiwe:andyouknowyourworth?

Nomayeza:Khethiwe,outandpleasetellyour

husbandtostopsendingwomentofighthisbattles

heshouldbeaman

Khethiwe:nxnxnxnx

Nomayeza:heelaoutmfazi

Shepushedheroutandslammedthedoorclicking

hertonguewhileKhethiwechuckledgoingtoher

car.Nomvulacameoutoftheironingroomshocked

withherarmsfolded...

Nomayeza:thenerveofthesepeople

Nomvula:imshocked



Nomayeza:welcometotherealworldmychild

Nomvula:thisiswhyiwantnomannearmeyoh

Sheclappedoncewhilehermothersighedsitting

down.

AttheJola's...

Bonganitookashowerintheirbathroomwhile

Zanelesatinthestudydoingsomework.Herphone

rangasshesighedandanswered...

Zanele:MrSeboko

Kennedy:shefinallygetstopickupherphone

Zanele:ihavebeenbusy

Kennedy:oryouhavebeenavoidingme

Zanele:whywouldi?

Kennedy:afterallthethingsitoldyouyesterday



youareoughttoavoidme

Zanele:wellyouwereabittoohonestformyliking

Kennedy:imonepersonwhoneverhideswhothey

arewhenitrustsomeoneandagainweareaboutto

bebusinesspartnerssothemoretransparentiam

thebetter

Zanele:youthink?Whatifyourhonestyiswhatwill

costyouhavingmeasapartner?

Kennedy:thenitwouldsayalotaboutyou

Zanele:ohreallynow?Likewhatexactly?

Kennedy:thatmaybeyouaresomeonewhodoesn't

valuethetruthortransparency

Zanele:therearelevelstothis.Webearlyknowone

another

Kennedy:yeahright.Anywaywhat'sup?

Zanele:nothingmuchjustsittinginmystudy

Kennedy:iseverythingokyousoundabitdown



Shethoughtifsheshouldtellhimornot...

Kennedy:MrsJ?

Zanele:yeahimhere,everythingisok

Kennedy:areyousure?

Zanele:yes.Areyougoingtoworktomorrow?

Kennedy:seeyoudodgingmyquestion.Yeahiam

butiwon'tbedoinganythinghecticandithinkwe

shouldtalkabouttheattackers

Zanele:(frowned)whataboutthem?

Kennedy:whotheywereandwheretheyarefrom

Zanele:don'tworryaboutthat

Kennedy:don'tforgetiwasavictimtoo

Zanele:andwearesorryKennedy.Tellme,doyou

speaktoBonganiasmuchasyouspeaktome

Kennedy:that'snotimportantandspeakingof

Bonganihisotherfriendcametoconfrontmethis

morning



Zanele:oh?

Kennedy:yeshesaidishouldstayawayfromyou

Zanele:who'sthat?

Kennedy:Mandla

Zanele:whywouldhesaythat?

Kennedy:hethinksiwantyou(Zaneleburstintoa

laugh)imserious

Zanele:youcan'tbe

Kennedy:isweartoyouhecameherebrightand

early

Zanele:wowohwellihopeyoutoldhimwhereto

getoff

Kennedy:isuredidanywayijustwantedtocheck

uponyoueventhoughyoudon'twanttobehonest

withme

Zanele:seeyoutomorrowatthegymMrSeboko

Kennedy:bye



TheyhungupasZanelelaughedwhileBongani

openedthedoor...

Zanele:youwon'tbelievewhatijustheard

Bongani:what?Theshowerisreadyforyou

Zanele:imfromaphonecallwithKennedyyour

childhoodfriendandhetellsmeMandlawenttohis

placethismorningandtoldhimtostayawayfrom

mebecausehethinkshewantsme

Bongani:what?HowcanMandladothat

Zanele:that'sabsurdright

Bongani:ineveryway.Thisguythough

Zanelelaughedgoingupasherhusbandfollowed

her.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING



InDubai...

Thembekagroanedopeninghereyesandsighed

throughhernosenoticingshewasstilltied.Her

sisteropenedhereyestooastheyoungmen

watchingthemcameoutofthebathroom...

Thembeka:(frowned)niyadlananina?(areyou

fuckingoneanother)

Guy:what?

Thembeka:whatwereyoudoinginthebathroom

together?

Guy:that'snoneofyourbusiness

Thembeka:iheardsomesoundscomingfromthere

Guy:justshutupoldlady

Thembeka:tellmeyoungboyswheredoyouthink

youaregoingwiththis?Youcameallthewayfrom

thePhilippinestobehitmen?

Guy:howdoyouknowwherewearefrom?



Thembeka:justbecauseimblackdoesn'tmeani

knownothingaboutotherraces.Doyourparents

knowthatyouhavesettledforsuch?

Guy:youneedtoshutup

Thembeka:noineedthebathroom.

Guy:youarepushingyourluck

Thembeka:youngmanit'sbeenhoursonthischair

ineedtostretchmyweakbones,ineedtopooand

pee

Guy:reallynow

Guy:comeondudeshe'srightit'sbeenhourssince

theywenttothebathroom

Guy:idon'twanttogetintotrouble

Thando:ufunakwenzantoniT?(Whatareplanning

todo)

Thembeka:thembausisiwakhoumdalangizoba

bonisakuthiubaniinjayomdlali(trustyourbig

sisterimgoingtoshowthemthattwocanplayat

thisgame)



Guy:heyEnglishman!

Thembeka:iwasjusttellingherthatimreally

pressed

Guy:(sighed)idareyoutotrysomethingfunny

Thembeka:allineedisthetoilet

Theguyuntiedherandhelpedhertothebathroom

whiletheotherremainedwithThando...

Thando:sohowoldareyoumyboy?

Guy:that'snoneofyourbusiness

Thando:comeonimtryingtorelaxhere.Idon't

knowhowlongihavetolivesoatleastallowme

thechancetodierelaxed

Thembeka:areyougoingtowatchmedomythings

now?

Guy:(checkedifeverythingwaslocked)youhave3

minutes



Thembeka:that'smorethanenough

Shesaidsmilingastheyoungmanstoodoutside

thedoorwhileshesatonthetoiletseat.Shequickly

stoodupandcheckedforanythingsharpinthe

cupboardsandfoundashavingblade.Shecurved

herlipsandhummedbreakingittoremovethe

blades.Sheswallowedtakingoneandsighed...

Thembeka:goshiwasreallypressed

Shesaidlettingoutaloudfartwhilebythedoorthe

youngmancurvedhislipsandcoveredhisnose

disgusted.Thembekaletoutasoftsighandclosed

hereyesbitingherlowerlipandcutintoherleftarm

veins.Sheswallowedlookingatthebloodcoming

outwhilehervisionstartedtobeblurryand

collapsedonthefloor...

Guy:shitmanthatladyhasgasfordays(acall



camethrough)it'sthebosscheckonherin3

minutes

Hesteppedouttoanswerwhiletheotheryoung

mancheckedthetimeandsatdown.Hecheckedit

againand3minuteshadelapsedandmadewayto

thebathroom...

Guy:whatisyoursisterstilldoinginthere.Oldlady

imgoingtocomeinnow

Thando:(muttered)whathaveyoudoneThembeka

Guy:(opened)shit!Thisoldretardedbitch!Heyyoh

buddy!?

Thando:what'sgoingonwhathappened?

Guy:shutupandstayput!

HesaidrunningoutwhileThandoloosenedherself...



Thando:onethingyouforgotwasthatyoutiedme

tohersoifshe'sletlooseiamtoo.Fuckingidiots.

Themb...yohsisiwenzentoningoku(Whathaveyou

donenowsis)

Shetriedtofeelherpulsebutsheheardfootsteps

pacingdownthehallwayasshequicklytookaside

lampheadandwentintothecloset.

^

^

^

^

^
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Guy:whereisthisidiot!?



Hesaidrunningdownthehallwaywhileoutsidethe

hotelthetravellingagentandtwootherladies

parkedtheircar.Theguyfoundhisfriendstill

talkingtothephone...

Guy:dudewehaveaproblem

Guy:whatproblem?Whatareyouevendoinghere

youcan'tleavethosetwowomenalone

Guy:thefuckingoldladycutherselfnowshe'slying

onthefloorunconscious

Guy:saywhatnow!?Bossihavetogetgoing

Guy:dudecome!

Theyranbacktothehotelroomwhiletheladies

camepacingbehindthem...

Lady:idon'tunderstandwhymencanbesostupid

sometimeslikehowcantheybeplayedbyold



womenlikethisfuckman

Theguysarrivedatthehotelroomandranstraight

tothebathroomwithoutevennoticingthatThando

wasnotaround...

Guy:shitmanweareindeepshit

Guy:itsyourfault

Guy:it'syourfaultdammityouwerebusy

advocatingforthisbitchtogotothebathroomnow

look.Itsallonyou

Lady:stopshoutingandtellmewheretheotherold

womanis

Both:what!?

Lady:yesshe'sgonetoo

Guy:no(hesaidgoingout)shit

Lady:wherethehellisshe!?



OneoftheladiesopenedtheclosetThandowasin

andThandowastednosecondandhitherhardon

theheadwiththesidelampheadasshecollapsed

andsheranout...

Lady:dammititman

ShesaidtakingouthershortgunandshotThando

whofellinthehallway...

Lady:don'tjuststandtheregoandfuckingdragher

backinhere.What'swrongwiththesewomen,did

someonecallthedoctor?

Lady:yeahhe'sonhisway

Lady:good(herphonerang)urghshitman(she

sighed)MrNdlovu

Ndlovu:ijustreceivedacallfrommyfriendthere,

whatisgoingon?

Lady:it'snothingwecan'thandlesirtheladiestried



tobesmartbutwehaveeverythingundercontrol

Ndlovu:youbetterbecauseiclearlystatedthatno

hiccups

Lady:yessirwegotthat

Ndlovu:youofallpeopleknowthekindofmoney

impayingforthathoteltobeclosedjusttogetback

atthisJolabitchsoitrustyoutodobetter

Lady:yessiranddon'tworryitwon'thappenagain

Ndlovu:good

HehungupandpunchedthedeskasSimmone

frownedwalkingin...

Simmone:everythingok?

Ndlovu:thosexhosabitchestriedtogetsmartbut

everythingisundercontrolnow

Simmone:wemustmoveupalittlewithourplan.

It'stimetohitZaneledirectnow



Ndlovu:no;justanother24hrsthenwewillreveal

whowearetothem

Simmone:that'smorethanenoughtimeforthemto

comeupwithaplan

Ndlovu:how?Theyareinthedark

Simmone:theyhaven'tsaidanythingtothepolice

either

Ndlovu:that'sbecausetheyareconfusedand

pleaseactnormalwhenyougettothegym

Simmone:ofcourse

Ndlovu:goodnowgofixdaddysomethingtoeat

beforeyouleave

Simmone:areyounotgoingtotheofficetoday?

Ndlovu:nopeiwillbeworkingfromhometoday

Simmone:ok

Shesmiledgoingtothekitchenwhilehesighed

swinginghischair.



InZuluTrucking...

EveryoneexceptNombuleloapplaudedasZulu

walkedinwithhiswifeinmatchingoutfitsandtheir

childreninjustnormalclothes...

Zulu:thankyouall.Thankyousomuch.Anewday

itisindeedbutmostimportantlyanewera.Wecan

safelysaythelandisback(theylaughed)justasi

promisedattherelaunchwearegoingtodomore

greatwork.Ihopewewillworkwellwithone

anotherwithnoorlesshiccups

All:yesboss

Zulu:good.Beforeweallheadbacktoworki

thoughtitwasfittingtointroduceyouguystothe

Zuluclan.ThisismywifeKhethiweZuluandour

twobeautifultwinsLindiweandLindaniZulu

Nombulelocurvedherlipsshakingherheadwhile



theothersclappedwithconfusionwrittenallover

theirfaces...

Zulu:icanseeothersareabitconfused.Yesimstill

marriedtoNomayezaZulubutthisladyismyfirst

wifeandournewChiefFinancialofficer

Nombulelo:what!?

Zulu:yesthatmeansMsNombuleloJolawillno

longerbeworkingwithus.Aroundofapplause

pleaseaswewelcomeournewCFO

Nombulelo:roundofapplauseyoku'nukawhatcrap

isthis?

Zulu:justfromherspeechyoucantellthatshe'san

unfitemployee.MsJolayouhavebeenfiredwith

immediateeffect

Nombulelo:noyoucan't...

Zulu:yesicanandihave.Kindlytakeallyourthings

andleavepeacefully.Yoursalaryforthenextthree

monthswillbepaidorbetteryetjustleavewewill

havewhateverthatbelongstoyoubedeliveredto



yourdoorstepthankyou

Nombulelo:Zuluyoucan'tbeserious

Zulu:ladiesandgentlemenournewCFOisMrs

KhethiweZuluandifyouarenothappywiththese

changeskindlyfollowMsJolaouttherearealotof

unemployedpeoplewhowouldkilltoworkwithus

thanks.Mylove,mylovelykidspleasefollowme

Nombulelo:youare...

Molao:sorrytocutinbutMrThembaZuluwould

youcomewithusplease

Zulu:(smiled)ColonelMolaowhatcanidoforyou?

Molao:ThembaZuluyouhavebeenarrestedforthe

murderofMsThandiweButhelezi(Nombulelo

smiled)

All:(shocked)what!?

Zulu:(scoffed)Colonelyoumustbemistakeni...

Molao:boyshandcuffhim.Anythingyousayordo

willbeusedagainstyouinthecourtoflaw.

Zulu:youarehurtingme.Molaoyoucan'tdothisto



me

Khethiwe:wouldyoustopthisnonsensepleasemy

husbandcan'tkillanyone

Molao:youhavetherighttoremainsilentandtoa

lawyerbutifyoucan'taffordonethestatewill

provideoneforyou.Come

Zulu:Molaocomeonbuddy

Molao:thelawisthelawmyman.Haveagreatday

everyone

Zulu:lovecallmylawyernow,now!

Theydraggedhimoutsidewhileeveryonelookedon

shocked.Khethiwesearchedforherphoneinher

bagasNombuleloheldhershoulder...

Nombulelo:andimgoingtoreporthimforunfair

dismissal(scoffed)imaginebeingreplacedbya

mereAATgraduate.Honeynexttimeyoupicka

fightwithaXhosafamilymakesureyouarewell

equippedwearenotdonewithy'alljustsoyou



know.Thisisonlythebeginning,haveaniceday

ShelaughedstruttingherfigureoutwhileKhethiwe

breathedheavilylookingather...

Lindiwe:momthelawyer

Lindani:thesepeopledon'tknowwhoweare

Heclickedhistonguewhilehismotherclearedher

throatandcalledZulu'slawyer.

AttheJola's...

Nomayezaparkedhercarandmadeherwayinside

whereshefoundBonganidrinkingblackcoffee

whilehavingasmoke...

Nomayeza:hisonicameassoonasiheard.



Nomvulacouldn'tmakeitthere'sameetingather

workplaceandyouknowit'sZulu'sfirstdayatthe

truckingcompanysoLelohadtobethere.Howare

youholdingup,whereisZanele?Itmustbevery

hardforher

Bongani:youjustmissedhermashewenttogym

andwearenotdoingsogood.Zaneleevenhada

nightmareaboutthiswholething

Nomayeza:poorthinghermotherwaseverythingto

her

Bongani:haibomawhyareyouspeakingofherlike

she'sdead?

Nomayeza:babyshe'sinDubaisoherchancesof

survivalareveryslim

Bongani:nomaZaneleshouldn'thearyousaysuch

abouthermother.Haibo

Nomayeza:imsorrybutweshouldbereadyfor

anythingmyboy

Bongani:wearegoingtofindMamaThembsand

auntyTallinonepiece



Nomayeza:orpieces

Bongani:youknowwhatma,leave.Ifyouarenot

heretosupportuspleaseleave

Nomayeza:imsorry(Bonganisighed)anywayZulu

hasbeenarrested

Bongani:ohok

Nomayeza:ohok?

Bongani:yesmawhatdoyouwantmetosay?

Jumpupanddownscreaming?

Nomayeza:wearefinallygoingtogetwhat'sdueto

us

Bongani:youarenotsureyetandhonestly

speakingZuluistheleastofmyproblemsatthe

momentimtryingtogetmymotherinlawback

homesafe

Nomayeza:ohsoyouaregoingtoneglectyour

momthen?

Bongani:ofcoursenotanddon'tforgetthatifit

weren'tforZanele'slawyeryouguyswouldn'tbe

heresotheleastyoucandoisbethereforher,



genuinelyatthat

Nomayeza:whosaidwearen't?

Bongani:andyoushouldtellyourdaughterthatshe

stillhassomeansweringtodohowdareshe

suspectsmywifeforkillingmyownfather?Imean

howintheworldwouldthatevenbepossible?Why

wouldsheevenmarrymeknowingshekilledmy

dad?

Nomayeza:ZulujustusedLelomyboycomeon

Bongani:noLelohasalwayshaditagainstmywife

andafterallthisshemustbereadytofaceme

becauseimdonehavingmywifedisrespected

Nomayeza:whyareyousoangryBongani?

Bongani:anythingtodrink?

Shequietlylookedathimashesighedandwentto

thekitchenshakinghishead.

InThembisa...



Xabasighedclosingafileandsatbackrubbinghis

faceasLeratofrownedlookingathim...

Lerato:areyouok?

Xaba:yesimfine

Lerato:areyousure?

Xaba:yes

Lerato:butyoujustclosedthatfilelike...

Xaba:yohdetectivecanyoupleasegetoffmycase,

justthisonceplease

Lerato:yohsorryididn'tmeantooverstep...(a

knockcamethrough)comein

Zino:goodmorning

XabasighedsittingbackwhileLeratofrowned

lookingather...



Lerato:howcanwehelpyousisi?

Zino:iwouldliketotalktoConstableXabaplease

Lerato:thisisaworkplacethat'sifyouare

confused

Zino:iknow

Lerato:Xaba?

Xaba:wewillgooutside.Sorryaboutthatdetective

Lerato:(scoffed)mehlolo,don'tyouhaveworktodo?

Xaba:imbehindyouMsTombale(Zinoleft)idon't

wanttoendupsayingthingsiwouldregretlater

Lerato:yazitoldyouXabai...

Xaba:bye

HesaidleavingwhileLeratoscoffedandclapped

once.OutsideZinoleanedonhercarasXabastood

infrontofher...

Xaba:whatareyoudoinghere?



Zino:youhaven'tsaidawordtomesinceitoldyou

whymyparentsaremissing

Xaba:andyousawitoktocomeallthewayhere?

Zino:yeswhatdidyouwantmetodo?Iwill

understandifyouwantnothingtodowithmeXaba

butiwantyoutobefrankwithmesothatiknow

whereistandwithyou

Xaba:Zinoyoursisterkilledamannotonebuttwo

toprotecthercriminalsonhowdoyouexpectmeto

react?Imapoliceofficerforcryingoutloud

Zino:shewasconfusedXaba

Xaba:sodidyoukilltheyoungboyZino?(She

swallowed)imtalkingtoyou

Zino:(withhereyesclosed)yes

Xaba:wowsoLeratowasrightaboutyouguys?

Zino:imsorryXaba

Xaba:pleaseleavemealone

Zino:Xabawait...

Xaba:Zinokuhleimatworksopleaseleaveme



alone

Zino:Xabapleaseunderstandwhenisay...(he

walkedaway)Xabaimsorry,Xa...ohfuck

Shecoveredhermouthcryingwhileheshookhis

headwalkingbackintothestationwithhishandsin

hispockets...

Zino:whathaveyoudoneZinokuhleTombalewhat

haveyoudone

Shesniffedgettinginhercarandwipedhertears.

ShetookherphoneanddialedSemakaleng...

Semakaleng:hi

Zino:(clearedherthroat)don'tyouhaveafriendin

Jozi?

Semakaleng:nowhy?



Zino:ihavejustwonthisamazingvoucher,ahotel

voucherbutitsaysfortwopeopleiwasthinkingi

shouldgiveittoyou

Semakaleng:whydon'tyougowithXabathen?

Zino:wearesobusytodaysowecan'tmakeit

Semakaleng:iwillgowithJasonthen

Zino:no...(clearedherthroat)imeanheneedshis

resthecan'tbegoingaroundinhotels.Iwilltalkto

thehotelownerforthemtojustallowyoutocome

alone

Semakaleng:(frowned)iseverythingok?

Zino:yes.Iwilldropitoffatthecrechenownow

ShehungupbeforeSemakalengcouldputin

anotherwordanddroveoutthestationdialing

Mandla...

Mandla:MsTombale?

Zino:ineedafavour



AtKumkani'shouse...

Molaofrownedbythegatetryingtogetholdof

Valentinebutitsenthimstraighttovoicemailfor

thefifthtimeashesighedcallingLerato...

Lerato:colonel

Molao:istillcan'tgetholdofValentinebutanyway

kindlymakesureZuludoesn'tgoanywhereorgets

attendeduntilimbackok.Thelawyerisstillincourt

hewillbeavailableintheafternoon

Lerato:okloveiwill.GoodluckwiththeGogoand

pleasewehavetolookintoValentine'sissueASAP

Molao:whydon'tyoutakecareofit?

Lerato:oknoproblem

Molao:seeyoujustnow.(Hehungupandpressed

theintercom)

Gogo:inthatwaymyboyswewillbeabletomake



thebestoutofthis.Goodmorning

Molao:itscolonelMolaowouldyoupleaseopen

Gogo:ohok(shedid)

Kumkani:andthen?

Gogo:thepolice

Lazer:again?

Gogo:youneedtotightenyourballswena.Yes

again

Lazer:butdidn'tthey...

Molao:helloonceagainmayicomein?

Gogo:yesplease.Whatcanwedoforyoucolonel?

Molao:iwouldliketospeaktoyouma,inprivate

(hesaidlookingattheboys)

Gogo:ohokboysithinkyoushouldgototheshops

nowitsok

Kumkani:ohokmakhuluseeyoujustnow.Nice

seeingyouagaincolonel



Hejustnoddedastheyleft...

Gogo:yescolonel?

Molao:imjustgoingtogostraighttoit.Howare

yourelatedtotheJola's?

Gogo:Zaneleismyniececoloneliwasmarriedto

herlateuncle

Molao:butyoustayedinThembisawhiletheylived

itupinthesuburbs?

Gogo:iloveasimplelife

Molao:oh?

Gogo:yesimightbelivinginaluxurioushousenow

butiloveasimplelifeandagainheraunt,thesister

tomylatehusbandstaysinSowetososhe'snot

reallylivingituptoo

Molao:ohok.Whystayherenow?

Gogo:becauseonceKumkanigotthishousehe

wantedtosomeonehecouldstaywithsoheinvited

hiscousinoverandimtheonlyparenthiscousin



hassoheinvitedmeaswell

Molao:soyouleftyourownhousetolivein

someoneelse'shouse?

Gogo:mygrandnephew'shousetobeexactcolonel

Molao:isee.Maareyousureyouarebeinghonest?

Gogo:yesormaybeyouknowsomethingidon't

colonel?

Molao:nobutimshockedthatyoucaneasilyleave

yourhousejustlikethatimeanoldpeoplearefond

oftheirhomestheyareveryclingywhenitcomesto

them

Gogo:butthatdoesn'tmeanihavetoneglector

abandonmychildrenwhentheyneedmycompany

Molao:youcanalwaysvisit

Gogo:theyaretwoyoungboysandyouknowhow

mischievousyoungboyscanbewhenalonesoit's

alwaysbetterwhentheyhaveanelderaround

Molao:ohisee.Letmegetgoingthenmaandi

hopeyoureallyaretellingthetruthbecausethelast

thingiwouldnotlikeistohavetoarrestanelderly



woman

Gogo:whywouldyouarrestmenowphoyisa?

Molao:justsayingmamajustsaying

Gogo:ohok

Molao:haveagoodday

Gogo:youtoomyson

Hesmiledandleftwhileshelookedathimgetinhis

car.Shescoffedandwentbackinthehouse

shakingherhead...

Gogo:kids

BackinDubai...

Thetravellingagentlookedatthetimeand

continuedtopacearoundwhilethedoctorworked

onThandoandThembeka...



Lady:comeondudewhat'stakingyousomuch

timetohavetheseladiesup?

Dr:imsorrybuttheyarebadlyinjuredsotheyneed

tobetakentotheHospital

Lady:doyougetpaidtosaysuchcrap?

Dr:nobut...

Lady:butnothinggetworkingdammit!

Dr:ihavedoneallican.Yestheyarestablenowbut

theirconditionsarecritical.Theybotharebleeding

internally

Lady:what!?

Dr:hencetheyneedtobetakentothehospital

ma'am

Lady:shitman!Shit!Wecan'taffordthiscrapman

dosomething!

Dr:ihavedoneallicanhonestly

Lady:tryharderdammit!



Shesaidkickingthetableandheavedasigh

holdingherforehead.Breakingsuchnewswasnot

goingtobeaneasythingtoherbossbutthe

medicalexperthadspokenandtherewasnoother

way.MeanwhilebackinSAatKenzofitnessclub,

Zaneleranathighspeedonthetreadmillas

Kennedylookedatherandshookhishead.Hewent

toherandreduceditasshefrownedtakingoffher

airpods...

Zanele:whatthehellareyoudoing?

Kennedy:isthatawaytotalktoyourinstructor?

Zanele:(swallowed)imsorry

Kennedy:ZaneleJolawhat'sgoingonwithyou?

Zanele:wouldyouplease...

Simmone:(smiled)iseverythingoklove?

Justbylookingathershefeltliketakingthesoul



outofherbodyandwatchherslowlydie...

Simmone:Zee?

Zanele:(smiled)ohhey,yeaheverythingisoklove

why?

Simmone:youhavebeenabitdistanttodayand

youhavebeenrunningathighspeedonthe

treadmillyouarenolongerthatyoungyouknow,

youneedtogoeasyonthejointslove

Kennedy:thankyouMrsNdlovu

Zanele:(scoffedsmiling)ohwowsoyouaregoing

toganguponmenow?

Simmone:it'sthetruthlove.Arewestillonon

Wednesday?

Zanele:huh?

Simmone:thecouple'sdinnerdateatmyhouse?

Zanele:ohthat,yeslovewearestillongoshidon't

knowwheremymindisbutweareokjustremind

metomorrow



Simmone:iwill.Anywayseeyouaroundiwantto

dashoffsomewhere

Zanele:oklovehaveawonderfulday

Simmone:youtoo.ByeMrInstructoryoushould

healquicklyimissseeingyourabs

Theylaughedassheleft.Zaneleturnedwithher

withragewrittenalloverherfacewhileKennedy

squinthiseyeslookingather...

Kennedy:icangetridofherforyouifyoulike

Zanele:(frowned)what?

Kennedy:iwassayingyouneedtogohomenowi

canseeyourmindisnothere

Hesaidleavingherwhileshefrownedlookingat

him...



Zanele:thisguy

AttheStation...

Molaomadehiswaytohisofficelookingatthetime

andfrownedfindingthemarketladyinhisoffice...

Molao:morning

Lady:(swallowed)colonel

Molao:whatcanidoforyouma'am

Lady:ihavemadeupmymind

Molao:oh

Meanwhileoutinthefrontawhiteladywalkedin

wearingalongleatherjacket,blackleathergloves,

tightblackskinnyjeans,blacksleatherboots,a

blackvestandablackexotichat...



Officer:goodmorningma'amhowmayibeofhelp?

Lady:imheretoseedetectiveLeratoSeboko

Officer:andishouldsayyouare?

Lady:Anne,AnneVanLeesburg

Officer:ohok

HesaidheadingtoLerato'sofficewhileAnnetook

offherblacksunglassesandlookedaroundthe

stationwhiletappingherminiblackleatherbag.

^

^

^

^

^
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Molao:okma'amwhathaveyoudecidedon?

Lady:ihavedecidedtonotrevokemystatement

Molao:(smiled)thatisthebestdecisiontoever

makeandipromiseimgoingtomakesurethatyou

aresafe

Lady:how?

Molao:iwillassignfourofficerstowatchonyou,2

duringthedayand2atnight.Youwon'tseethem

buttheywillbewatchingyouandpleasedonotsay

awordtoanyoneaboutthis

Lady:okmylipsaresealed

Molao:yousaidtheythreatenedyou?

Lady:yescolonelZinokuhleistheonewho

threatenedme

Molao:alrightwewillmakesurethatthecourtis

awareofthis

Lady:thankyou.Whenisthetrialstarting?

Molao:theyhaven'tcommunicatedthedateswith



usyet

Lady:okpleasekeepintouch

Molao:iwillandthanksonceagain

Lady:justicetothepeople

Molao:justicetothepeopleindeed

Theyshookhandsastheladyleftandbumpedinto

Leratoassheopenedthedoor...

Lerato:ohsorry(shesmiledandkeptgoing)please

comein.ColonelimherewithMsVanLeesburg

Molao:(stoodup)apleasuretomeetyouMsVan

Leesburgpleasehaveaseat

Anne:thankyouandpleasecallmeAnne

Molao:Anneitis

Lerato:AnnethisisourColonelhe'sMrMolao

Anne:apleasuretomeetyousir.Averyformidable

officerofthelawyouare



Molao:youknowme?

Anne:let'sjustsayiknowthesystemfromthe

insideout

Molao:ohwellimflatteredifimaysay

Anne:it'snotalwaysthatiworkwithpoliceofficers

butwhenmyPAtoldmewhyyouwantedmyhelpi

thoughtwhynot

Molao:ohokwellwehavebeentryingtocatch

thesepeopleforthelongestoftimebuttheykeep

slippingthroughourfingers

HeputZanele,ZinoandKumkani'sphotosbefore

her...

Anne:hmmthemightybusinessmogulZaneleJola

andhertechnosavvyadoptedsisterok

Molao:youknowthem?

Anne:whodoesn'tknowZanele

Lerato:whatcametoyourmindwhenyoufirstlaid



youreyesonher?

Anne:smart,slick,gogetterandwoulddoanything

togetthingsdoneherway.Youcantellfromher

eyesthatshecankillyoujustbylookingatyou

Lerato:oh?

Anne:yes.(Startedrecordingtheirconversation)

whatdoyouneedmetodoforyouorbeforethat

whyareyouguystryingtocatchonthem?

Molao:wehaveevidenceonZinothatsheisbehind

themurderofthisyoungboy.Thisyoungboywas

involvedinanATMbombingwithZino'snephew.

Wecouldn'tfindtheotherswhowerewiththembut

hewastheunfortunateoneashewashurt.He

agreedtobeourkeywitnessbuthedied,dueto

poisoningatthehospital.ZinoandKumkaniwere

releasedonbailaftertheirlawyermanagedto

convincethejudgeotherwisesowearewaiting

theirtrial

Anne:ok

Molao:wealsosuspectthatthisyoungman

(pointedatKumkani)isdealingwithdrugssowe



alsowantinformationonthat.He'snowstayingin

hisownhousewiththisotheroldwomanandaguy

calledLazertheysaytheyarerelatedbutihighly

doubtitsopleaselookintothat

Anne:ok.IgetwhyyouwantZinoandhernephew

butwhoidon'tgetwhyyouwantisZaneleJola

Molao:detective

Lerato:thislady(gaveheraphotoofValentine)her

nameisValentineLotterinshecametoColonel

Molaoandtoldhimthatherbrotherhaspassedon.

Infacthewasdeliveredattheirparent'sdoorstep

withhisbodyinpiecesandthatshebelieves

Zaneleistheoneresponsibleforit

Anne:why?

Lerato:becausesheandherbrotherwereplanning

tobustKumkaniJolafordealingwithdrugs.We

believeZanelegottohimfirstsoZaneleprobably

killedthisyoungmantoprotectherson

Molao:anotherthingwhenitcomestoZaneleand

herson,theysaytheyboughthimthehouseand

thecarhe'susingnowbutValentinetoldusthat



theirrelationshipwasnotreallythatgreatwhenshe

stayedwiththem

Anne:thisValentinehashistorywiththem?

Molao:yesapparentlyherparentsgavetheJola's

theirtruckingbusinessnowshewastryingtofight

themtogetwhatwasowedtothemunfortunately

shegotburntandlostherbrotherintheprocess

Anne:ohokandthehouseandcar?

Molao:ihaveafeelingtheywereboughtwiththe

drugsmoneyandnotbytheparents

Anne:okiwilldoeverythingtomakesurethati

havealltheinformationyouneedverysoon.Iwill

getmyteamtoworkonitrightaway

Lerato:ohthere'ssomethingelse

Anne:ok?

Lerato:amancalledBulldozertheyalsoclaimtobe

relatedtohimheworksatthetruckingcompanyas

adriverhewasarrestedfortryingtomurderaman

calledThembaZulubutgotoutbecausethefile

wentmissing



Anne:whowasworkingonthecase?

Lerato:myselfandourconstableXaba,hetook

someworkhomefortheweekendandthefilewas

oneoftheworkhetookandhenevermadeitback

with

Anne:sowheredoyouthinkitcouldbe?

Lerato:hewasalreadyinarelationshipwithZino

whenitdisappeared

Anne:(scoffed)shetookit

Lerato:withoutadoubt

Anne:isthatall?

Molao:fornowyes

Anne:alrightletmegetgoingsothatwegetonit

Lerato:ok.Thankyousomuchforrespondingso

quickly

Anne:thepleasureisallmine

ShesmiledandshooktheirhandsasLeratotook



heroutthedoor.SheclosedandturnedtoMolao

smiling...

Molao:ihaveneverbeenthisintimidatedby

someone'saurainmylife

Lerato:iknowrightshe'ssocalmbutyoucantellit

fromherfacethatdamnthiswomandoesn'tplay

games

Molao:ihopeshefindseverythingweneed

Lerato:don'tworryshewill

Molao:haveyougottenholdofValentineyet?

Lerato:noit'sstillnotgoingthrough

Molao:imgettingworriednowbutibelieveshewill

comethrough(lookedatthetime)hasanyonetried

toreachtoZulu?

Lerato:hiswifeyesbutitoldherthatshecan't

comeonceyouaredonewithhim.Ishouldsay

thoughimshockedatwhatissaidofhim

Molao:imdisappointedhonestlyheseemedlikea



goodman

Lerato:whatdotheysayaboutsheepskinand

wolves?

Molao:(chuckled)yeahneh

Lerato:seeyouinabit

Molao:surebeautiful

ShechuckledleavingwhileMolaosighedwitha

smileandsatback...

Molao:yeahnowlet'sgettheballrolling

InDubai...

Dr:ma'amtheirstateofhealthishonestly

deterioratingtheyneedtogotothehospital

Lady:can'tyouturnthisintoahospital

Dr:therearemachinesthatweneedandtheycan



onlybefoundatthehospital

Lady:there'snohow...(herphonerang)shit(she

clearedherthroat)MrNdlovusir

Ndlovu:imgettingsickandtiredofthishowcan

youallowforsuchcraptohappen?Wetrustedyou

dammit

Lady:siritistheguyswhowereonduty

Ndlovu:youshouldbetherewiththemallthedamn

timenotinthestreets

Lady:iwasjustfromthenightshiftsoithoughti

shouldrest

Ndlovu:nodammitno!Nowweareforcedtotake

themtothehospitaldoyouknowhowriskythatis?

Lady:wecanjustletthemdie

Ndlovu:areyouinsane?Ineedthosepeople,ineed

toknowwheremybrothersarebeforedealingwith

them

Lady:thenwehavenochoicebuttotakethemto

thehospital



Ndlovu:dosobutmakesureyoudon'tleavetheir

site

Lady:yessir

Ndlovu:fromthehospitaltheygostraighttothe

hoteldoyouunderstand?

Lady:yessir

Ndlovu:alsotakemeavideoofthematthehospital

iwillletyouknowwhattosay

Lady:gotthatsir

Ndlovu:goodandpleasenoslipupsdoyou

understand?

Lady:yessir

Hehungupandclickedhistonguethrowingthe

phoneonthedeskandpuncheditasSimmone

walkedinwithasmilebutfrowned...

Simmone:what'sgoingonnowlove?



Ndlovu:thosefuckingbitcheshavetobetakento

thehospital

Simmone:ohwow

Ndlovu:idon'tunderstandwhythatgirlwouldlet

suchathinghappen

Simmone:don'tworryibelieveshehaslearnther

lessonnowshewillworkharder

Ndlovu:anywaydidshecometogym?

Simmone:yes(chuckled)youshouldhaveseen

howshewasthestressonherfacewaswhatmade

mydayshewentonthetreadmillandranathigh

speed

Ndlovu:thisisonlythebeginningimnothereto

playwithsomewannabetoughwoman.Thisisthe

realworldwearenotinamovie

Simmone:ibetyousheknowsthatnowandithinki

havejustanideatoshakeherworldupabitonce

more

Ndlovu:shockmebaby



Shesmiledandpouredtwoglassesofwhiskey.

AttheJola's...

Bonganicameoutofthestudyaftertalkingtohis

colleagueandZinoandfoundhismotherbusyin

thekitchen...

Bongani:wewon'teatnowwhyareyoubothering

yourself?

Nomayeza:imjustmakingafewdishesallyouwill

doiswarmthemupandeatwhenyoufeelhungry.

Whenisyourhelpercomingthough?

Bongani:wehavedecidedtohavehercometwicea

weektocleananddothelaundry.It'sjustthetwoof

usheresowedon'treallyneedahousehelper

Nomayeza:ohok.WhenisZanelecomingback

home?

Bongani:shesaidshewasgoingtostopby



Samkeloaftergym

Nomayeza:ok

OutsideNombuleloparkedhercarandlaughed

goinginsidethehouse...

Nombulelo:youguyswon'tbelievewhatjust

happened

Nomayeza:what?

Nombulelo:Zulufiredmeandreplacedmewithhis

wife

Both:what!?

Nomayeza:whydidn'tyoutellmethis?

Nombulelo:ididn'twanttotellyouoverthephone

ma

Bongani:sowhatareyougoingtodoaboutit?

Nombulelo:I'mfromtheCCMAofficesnowi

reportedhimforunfairdismissal



Nomayeza:Zuluishonestlyabastard

Nombulelo:don'tworrymahewillgetwhat'sdueto

himsoon.Youshouldhaveseenhisfacewhenhis

friendarrestedhim

Nomayeza:serveshimrightnowwho'sanidiot(she

clickedhertongue)

Nombulelo:anywayhowareyoudoingbrother

whereisZanele?

Bongani:iwillbefinewithtime,Zaneleisout

Nombulelo:atatimelikethis?What'swrongwith

thatwoman

Bongani:don'tyoudareNombulelo

Nombulelo:whatnow?Hermotherismissingshe

shouldbeheretryingtolookforhernotgallivanting

outthere

Bongani:wouldyoubeinonespaceafterknowing

thatyoursisterinlawsuspectedthatyouhad

somethingtodowithherfather'sdisappearance?

Thesamefathertothemanyoumarried?

Nombulelowhyareyoulikethis?



Nombulelo:okimnotheretofightwithyouor

explainmyselftoyou

Bongani:velebutimdonewithyouguysalways

tryingtoseethebadoutofmywife.Canyougive

thepoorwomanabreakpleaseurghman

HeclickedhistonguegoingbackupwhileLeloand

hermotherlookedatoneanothershocked.

AttheDlomo's...

Aftersuccessfullyputtingthebabytosleep

Samkelojoinedherfriendwhosighedafterreading

Bongani'stext...

Samkelo:everythingok?

Zanele:yeahBonganiwasjusttellingmethatour

informatwhomwehavedeployedtoDubaihasjust

boardedhisplane



Samkelo:ohokthat'swonderfulnews.Carefora

mimosa?

Zanele:pleasemakesureit'smorealcoholneh

Samkelo:(laughed)yesma'am

ShefixedthedrinksandgaveZanelehers...

Samkelo:iwaslookingatthefinancialsandi

shouldsayeverythingislookingupthemarketis

doingwellandthecosmeticproductsareselling

likesweets

Zanele:that'swonderful

Samkelo:soiwasthinkingweshouldopena

branchinNigeria

Zanele:youthinkit'sagoodidea?

Samkelo:ohyesNigerianslovenicethingsmylove

soitwouldbeconvenientforthemtohaveabranch

inthecountry

Zanele:okloveifyouaresureitwouldworkforus



thenstartworkingoniticurrentlyhavealotinmy

platerightnowbutyouhavemyblessing

Samkelo:iunderstandloveandiwillalwayskeep

youposted,ohandNomvula'slodgeiscomingup

well.Theysentmephotosofthegardenprocess

andishouldsayit'sgoingtobebeautiful

Zanele:itrustourteamlovetheyalwaysgoallout

Samkelo:indeedandtheVillaisdoinggoodaswell

Zanele:yeahimanagedtolookintothefinancials

yesterdayandiwasimpressed

Samkelo:yeah.Yourplanwiththetrucking

company?

Zanele:it'sgoingwelleverythinggoingasiplanned

itfornowandiprayitstaysthatway

Samkelo:don'tworryitwill.SoSbutoldmeabout

youandKennedy

Zanele:(scoffed)whydoyouguyslikegossiping?

Samkelo:(laughed)itsnotgossiping,Sbuanditalk

abouteverything



Zanele:yeahright.Anywaythere'snothinggoingon

there

Samkelo:areyousure?

Zanele:haibo,ofcourseSammyimamarried

womantobeginwithandagaintheguyissocreepy

Samkelo:how?

Zanele:whenwewentforfishinghetoldmethathe

hasafewdeadbodiesinhishandsandearlier

todayheaskedmeifheshouldgetridofSimmone

forme

Samkelo:uyaxoka(youlie)

Zanele:isweartoyouandhesayshewantsmeto

buyintohisbusinesses

Samkelo:andwhatdidyousay?

Zanele:iwillthinkaboutit

Samkelo:wouldyouwanttogetinvolvedwith

someonelikethatthough?

Zanele:itsnotlikeimasainteither

Samkelo:that'sbesidesthepointlovethisguyis



justwaytoocreepyformyliking

Zanele:buthe'salotoffunandveryspontaneous

alsosuccessful

Samkelo:youlikehim?

Zanele:yesasaperson

Samkelo:whyiminotsurprisedafterallthetwoof

youarecutfromthesamecloth(theylaughed)but

stillthere'sjustsomethingoffabouthim

Zanele:iknowbutiaskedZinotolookhimupfor

me(herphonerang)speakofthedevil(answered)

heysis

Zino:hiilookedintoKennedylikeyouasked

Zanele:ohokSammyandiwerejusttalkingabout

him.What'shisstory?

Zino:he'sascleanasacat

Zanele:areyousure?

Zino:yeahbutyouguyswenttothesamevarsity

Zanele:(frowned)really?



Zino:yeah

Zanele:employmenthistory?

Zino:nothing.Hisfatherboughthimabarwhenhe

finishedvarsitysosincethenhe'sbeeninto

business

Zanele:(sighed)ohokbuthecan'tstopbeing

creepylove

Zino:wellthenhehasdoneagoodjobwithburying

hispast

Zanele:okloveiguessishouldkeephimcloser

maybetheniwillfindoutwhohereallyisbutthe

factthatwewenttothesamevarsityraisesafew

hairs

Zino:iknowright

Zanele:yeahanywayhasBongsspokentoyou?

Zino:yeahihavemytailontheguy

Zanele:good.Let'stalklaterthen

Zino:bye(theyhungup)

Samkelo:ZaneleJolayouneedtobecarefularound



thismanng-ng

Zanele:iknowloveiknow

Theytooksipsfromtheirdrinksandcontinuedto

catchup.

THATAFTERNOON

InThembisa...

Molaomadehiswayintotheinterrogationroom

withZulu'slawyerashesighedsittingback...

Zulu:aboutdamntime.Doyouknowhowitfeelsto

beinaholdingcellallday?

Molao:gooddayZulu

Zulu:imsodisappointedinyou,aftereverythingi

havedoneforyou?



Molao:excuseme?Ifirememberverywelliwasthe

onehelpingyououtsoimtheonewhoishonestly

disappointed

Zulu:mxmasforyou,idon'tknowwhattosay.Doi

payyoutodothistome?

Brian:MrZuluiwasincourtanditsnotlikeididn't

askoneofmyjuniorstocomeforyourrescue

Zulu:idon'tworkwithjuniors

Molao:anywaylet'sgettoit.MrZuludidyouordid

younotorderahitonThandiweButhelezi?

Zulu:ididn'tthatwomandiedofacaraccidentand

youknowit

Molao:yesiknowitandiaskedyouifyouhad

anythingtodowithitandwhatdidyousay?

Zulu:noandimstillsayingthesamething

Molao:whatdidisayiwasgoingtodoififoundout

thatyouareinvolved?

Zulu:idon'trememberanditsnotimportant

becauseiminnocentnowreleaseme



Molao:siradvocatehereisalltheproofwehave

thatthismanistheonebehindtheaccident.The

reportalsocamefromtheforensicthatthebrakes

werefiddledwith.

ZuluswallowedwhileBriantookthedocumentsand

wentthroughthem...

Brian:MrZulucanyoupleasebehonest

Zulu:lalelalaifyouaregoingtohavemearrested

thenyoushouldarrestNombuleloJolabecauseshe

knewaboutitaswell

Molao:ohsoyoudidit?

Zulu:nowhatimsayingis...

Mgqobi:sorrytothrowmyselfinlikethis(smiled)

justthemanimlookingforgooddayMrZulu

Molao:wearebusy

Mgqobi:iwon'teventakeaminute.Isthisyour

lawyer?



Brian:yeswhy?

Mgqobi:wellthenit'sagoodthingyouarehere,Mr

Zuluyouhavebeenserved(hegavehimthe

envelope)

Brian:nobringithere(hetookitandopened)

Zulu:whatisit?

Brian:NomayezaZuluhasfiledfordivorce

Zulu:what!?

Brian:andthat'snotall,sheisaskingforhalfof

everything

Zulu:no!

Mgqobi:(smiled)whatshouldisaytohersir?

Brian:wearestillgoingtodiscusstheconditions

Zulu:wearenotgoingtodiscussanythingtellthat

womanthatshe'snotgoingtogetadimefromme

andifshedoesn'tgetitthenwewillmeetincourt

Mgqobi:iguesswewillmeetincourtthenMrZulu.

Thankyouforyourtimecolonel



HesmiledleavingwhileZulugrabbedthepapers

fromhislawyer...

Zulu:whatthehellisthis!?Thiswomaniscrazy

Molao:ifiwereyouiwouldbeworkingonapplying

forbailMrAdvocatebecausethismanisgoingto

beinourhandsuntilthen

Zulu:isaid...

Molao:wehaveconcreteevidenceagainstyou

ThembaZulugoodday

Zulu:Molaodon'tdothistome

Molao:youseemtohavealotofproblemsandalli

cansayis,goodluckseeyouwhenthedatesfor

yourbailhearingareout.

HesmiledtakinghisthingsandleftwhileZulu

sighedsittingbacklookingathislawyer...



Zulu:don'tjuststandtheregoandapplyforbailyou

idiot

Brianscoffedandshookhisheadtakinghisthings

andmadehiswayout.Zulugroanedrubbinghis

faceastheofficerscametotakehimbacktohis

holdingcell.

THATEVENING

AtZino'shouse...

ShelaughedwithJasonwhilehelpinghimwithhis

colouringhomeworkwhileoutsideXabaparkedhis

carandheadedinside...

Xaba:goodevening

Zino:(smiled)hi,howwasyourday?



Hejustignoredherandkissedhissongoingupto

thebedroomwhileZinosmiledatJason...

Zino:okwearedonenowyoucanwatchyour

cartoonswhilewaitingfordinnerok

Jason:ok,butisdaddyok?

Zino:iguesshe'sjusttiredbutiwillgofindout.

Don'ttouchanythingok

Henoddedwhilesherubbedhisheadandheaded

tothemainbedroomwhereshefoundXabataking

offhisworkclothes...

Xaba:whatareyoudoinghere?

Zino:weneedtotalkandbesidesit'smybedroom

aswell

Xaba:ihavenothingtosaytoyou



Zino:theniwilldothetalking

Xaba:Zinokuhleihadalongdayandmyheadis

poundingrightnowsoplease

Zino:imsorryXabaireallyam(hekeptquiet)i

knowitshardforyoutotakeinwhatitoldyoulast

nightbutihadtotellyouthetruthbecauseilove

youXabaandiwanttobewithyoufortherestof

mylife

Xaba:doyoureallylovemeoryouwanttoturnme

intoanotherMasilela?

Zino:ireallyloveyouXabatrustmeonthatone

Xaba:tellmeZinodidyoustealthatfile?(She

swallowed)answerme!

Zino:(sheswallowedagainwithhereyesclosed)no

Xaba:andyouexpectmetobelieveyourightnow?

Zino:howwouldistealitwhenweweretogetherall

daythatday?

Xaba:ihaveneverlostafilesinceistartedworking

Zino



Zino:butisweartoyouineverstolethatfile(she

madeacrosssign)

Xaba:butwhyZino?Whyareyouguysthesepeople?

What'swrongwithbeingsuccessfulandnotbeon

thewrongsideofthelaw?

Zino:allshewantedtodowasprotectherson.

Wouldyounot?

Xaba:one,Jasonwouldneverputhimselfinharms

wayneverZinosodon'tyoudarecomparehimto

thatspoiltnephewofyoursandsecondly,ifilove

mychildiwouldmakesurehefacesthe

consequencesofhisactionsforhimtolearn.What

youandyoursisterdidwaswrong.Youkilled3

peopleZino,3people

Zino:imsorryXaba

Xaba:ineedsomespace

Zino:nopleasedon'tdothis

Xaba:honestlyspeakingyoudisgustmerightnow

soimgoingtotakemysonandweareleaving

Zino:Xabaibegyoupleaseiwilldowhateveryou



wantmetodopleasedon'tleave,don'ttakeJason

awayfrommedon'tdothistohimibegyouplease

(burstintotears)

Xaba:youwouldanything?

Zino:whateveritis

Xaba:firstthingtomorrowmorninghandyourselfin

Zino:huh?

Xaba:youheardme.Imnotgoingtolosemydignity

andreputationbecauseofyou.Molaogavemethat

positionwithtrustsoimnotabouttolosethattrust

letalonejeopardisemyfuture.Now,wouldyoudo

that?

Shetriedtosaysomethingbutwordscouldn'tcome

outofhermouth...

Xaba:theniguessimgoingtotakemysonandwe

areleaving

Zino:Xabanopleasedon'tdothis



Xaba:untilyoudotherightthingstayawayfrom

me.Thanksforeverythingyouhavedonebutifyou

can'trespectmyprinciplesandmoralsthenwe

werenevermeanttobe.Goodbye

Hesaidtakingasmallbackpackandmadehisway

outwhileZinoswallowedlookingathim...

Zino:Xabapleasedon'tdothistomeplease...

Xaba:Jasoncomewearegoing

HeslammedthedoorasZinosatonthebedand

coveredherfacewithherhandscryingoutloud.

Alongtheroad...

FromSamkelo'shouse,Zanelesangalongtothe

softsoundsfromherradiogoingat120km/hr.A

carcamefromtheoncomingtrafficandbrightened



it'slightsasshesquinthereyes...

Zanele:dammitman!

Thesecondshegainedherfullvisionshesawa

humanfigureinfrontofherasshequicklyswerved

tothesidebutwiththespeedshewasdrivingat

shelostcontrolofthecarasitoverturnedand

rolled3times.Itgotstoppedbyatreewithit's

wheelsupwhileshecoughed.Herphonerangafew

centimetresfromherwindowandsheanswered

withherbleedinghand...

Bongani:Zanelewhereareyouatthistimeofthe

night?

Zanele:(coughing)I...i...i...

Bongani:Zaneleareyouok?

Zanele:accident



Shecoughedandletoutasoftsighclosingher

eyesasBonganiquicklywenttothestudy...

Bongani:shit!

Hesaidlookingforherlocationandfounditthen

ranoutgrabbinghiscarkeys...

Bongani:babeareyouthere?(Therewasno

response)fuck!

Hesaidspeedingoffandcalledformedicalhelp.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Bongani:comeonit'sthelastone

Zanele:imtired

Bongani:youcan'tgiveupnowplease

Zanelegruntedandtookthelaststepupasthey

slowlymadeittothemainbedroom.Shehasacast

onherhandandabandageonherheadandankle.

Hecarefullyputheronthebedasshesighedoutof

relief...

Zanele:finally

Bongani:areyoucomfortable?

Zanele:yeahimfineimjustinpain

Bongani:idon'tunderstandwhyyoudidn'twantto

stayatthehospital



Zanele:youwantthemtofinishmeoff?

Bongani:ofcoursenotit'sjustthatthehospitalis

muchbetterthanbeingathome.Iwouldhave

deployedtwoguardstogowatchoveryou

Zanele:noimfinehereandbesidesthehomenurse

iscomingtomorrow

Bongani:sowhatreallyhappened?

Zanele:someonedazzledmewiththeirlightsand

thesecondmyvisionbecameclearisawaperson

ontheroadanddecidedtoswervetothesidetheni

lostcontrolofthecar

Bongani:howmanytimeshaveitoldyoutostop

drivingwhiledrunk?

Zanele:notnowpleaseBongani

Bongani:noZaneleyouneedtolisten.Wherewould

webenowhadinotcalled?Thatmeansicalledjust

wheneverythinghappened

Zanele:thankyouforsavingmylife

Bongani:noZaneleyouneedtostartbeing

responsible,yourmotherismissingbutyouare



busygettingdrunk

Zanele:canyoustopshoutingatmeandhelpme

figureoutwhysomeonewoulddazzlemewith

lights

Bongani:it'sobviouslySimmoneandherhusband

Zanele:howdidtheyknowiwouldbedrivingon

thatroad?

Bongani:doyouforgetthekindofpeopleweare

dealingwithhere?

Zanele:thisiswhyisaidweshouldjustgetridof

thempermanentlyweknowwheretheyarekeeping

myparentssowhatarewewaitingfor?

Bongani:sothat'sthebestyoucancomeupwith?

Tokill

Zanele:theoddsareagainstusBongani

Bongani:idon'tdisputethatbutyoudon'trushinto

doingthingswhenoddsareagsinstyou.Wekill

themthenriskmamaThembsandauntyTgetting

killedaswellwhatwillwegain?

Zanele:whycan'tweapproachthesepeople?



Bongani:Zanelewearewaitingformycolleagueto

arriveinDubaiandthengiveusagoaheadstopit

please

Zanele:imgettingpissedoffhonestlyandZino's

phoneisoffidon'tunderstandwhyshewoulddo

that

Bongani:Zinoisagrownwomanshehasa

boyfriendZanelecanthepoorwomancatchbreak

fromyou?Infactlet'stalkaboutZuluand

Nombulelothinkingyouhadsomethingtodowith

myfather'sdisappearance

Zanele:wow

Bongani:noZaneleihavebeendefendingyouall

dayknowingexactlywhatyouarecapableofso

Zaneleifyouknowsomethingaboutwhat

happenedtomyfathernowisthechancetotellme

everything

Zanele:ithinkimgoingtosleepnow

Bongani:ohsoyouarerunningaway?

Zanele:why...(sheflinchedhurtingherself)why



wouldimarryyouknowingihavekilledyourfather?

Infactwhywouldikillhimwhenididn'tevenknow

himthetimehewasalive?Yesihavekilledpeople,

yesimheartlessBonganibutimnotthatheartless.

Sleepwith...(swallowedastearsbuiltinhereyes)

sleepwithyouwhileiknowwhatidid?Imnotthat

muchofasnakebutitsokBonganiitsokyour

familyhasneverwelcomedmebecausethey

alwaysfeltintimidatedbymysuccessespecially

Nombulelobutnowimsurprisedthatyouwantto

jointhemyouofallpeopleBonganireallynow?

Bongani:(swallowed)imsorryididn'tmeanto...

Zanele:don'ttouchmeiwanttosleep

ShesaidwipinghertearsasBonganiswallowedin

regret.Shelaiddownashesleptnexttoherwhile

shefacedtheotherway.Shekeptsniffingas

Bonganisighedandrubbedhisfacewithhisguilt

eatinghim...

Bongani:babeididn'tmeantoupsetyouplease



forgiveme

Zaneleburstintoaloudcryashesighedand

squattedonherside...

Bongani:Zanelepleasedon'tcrylikethat

Zanele:mymotherandmyauntaremissingimto

blame,mysonisnolongerstayingwithusimto

blame,mydaughterpassedawayimtoblamenow

youguyssayihadsomethingtowithyourfather's

disappearanceitsokBonganiitsok(shecriedmore)

it'sok

Bongani:babeitsallinthepastnow

Zanele:itmaybeinthepastbutthatdoesn'ttake

awaythefactthatyoursisterwouldthinkofsuch

aboutmeletaloneyoutrytoentertainthethought.

Imhurt

Bongani:imsorry

Zanele:leavemealoneBongani(shesaidturning

andhurtherbrokenarm)ouch!(Criedmore)



Bongani:Zanele...

Hetriedtohelphersleepontheothersidebutshe

pushedhimawayashestoodthereandwatched

herstrugglingwhileconsumedwithguilt.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

Simmonesangcomingoutoftheshowerwhileher

husbandsmiledwakingup...

Ndlovu:someoneisinagoodmood

Simmone:thisishowitfeelswhenyouknow

someonewhothoughtwasuntouchableisnot

reallythatuntouchable

Ndlovu:areyousureshedidn'tseethatitwasyou?

Simmone:itwasdarkanditwasonlythetwoofus

onthatroadandapedestrianshealmosthit



Ndlovu:youaredangerousandilikeit

Simmone:nowthisaccidentwillslowthemfrom

tryingtodoanythingandgiveustimetofinishthem

off

Ndlovu:whatifshedoesn'tsurviveloveireallyneed

toseethatbitch'sfacewhensheburieshermother

Simmone:itwouldhavebeenalloverthenewsnow

ZaneleJolaisawellknowncitizenofthiscountrya

celebritythatdoesn'tappearontv(rolledhereyes)i

hateher

Ndlovu:(scoffed)icantell

Simmone:soshe'snotdead

Ndlovu:butitwasjustthetwoofyouontheroad

whenithappenedlove

Simmone:therewerecarscomingafteripassedso

theydefinitelyfoundher

Ndlovu:okifyousaysomylove

Simmone:justtoputyouateaseiwillgoand

confirmifshe'saliveok



Ndlovu:nowyouaretalking

ShechuckledwhileNdlovuheadedtothebathroom.

InThembisa...

Khethiwewasletthroughtheholdingcellsasher

husbandjumpedseeingher...

Zulu:finallysomeonewhocaresaboutme

Khethiwe:whatthehellisthisZulu?

Zulu:icanexplain

Khethiwe:explainwhatZulu,explainwhat?Doyou

knowweareheadliningeverynewspaperatthe

moment?Eventhetvnewsaretalkingaboutyou

Zuludoyouknowwhateffectthiswillhaveonus,

thekidsandthecompany?

Zulu:weshouldjustignorethosepeopleandfocus



onfixingthemess

Khethiwe:onyourfirstdaynogal.Whyareyoulike

this?

Zulu:imsorry

Khethiwe:noZuluiwarnedyou,itoldyoutothink

aheadincasethesepeopledecidetocomeforyou

nowlookatwhathashappened

Zulu:andshehasfiledfordivorce

Khethiwe:ohwowjustwowZuluandletmeguess

she'saskingforhalfofeverything

Zulu:yes

Khethiwe:overmydeadbody!Thatwitchisnot

gettinganythingthatbelongstomychildren

Zulu:that'swhatitoldmylawyerwearegoingto

fightthisandwinimnotgoingtoletaxhosawitch

milkme

Khethiwe:didyouhavetogoasfarasmarryingher

though?NawekodwaZulu

Zulu:iwantedthemtotrustme



Khethiwe:youhavebeenwiththesepeoplefor10

yearsZulusotheywerealreadytrustingyou

Zulu:therewasnohowiwasgoingtobeabletorun

thecompanyiftherewasnothingtryingmetothem

Khethiwe:(sigh)butitoldyoutobecarefulZuluand

youchosetobeadrunkard

Zulu:nawedon'tinsultmelikethat

Khethiwe:whyisn'ttheirdaughterbehindbarsas

well?Youdidthisforhersoshe'sanaccomplice

Zulu:apparentlyithreatenedher

Khethiwe:didyou?

Zulu:no

Khethiwe:thenwhatmakesthemsaythat?

Zulu:theyhavetextsKhethiwe

Khethiwe:didyousendthosetexts?

Zulu:ofcoursenottheyarelying.Thosetextsare

fabricated

Khethiwe:thenthat'syourlegtostandon



Zulu:butthentheyweresentfrommynumber

Khethiwe:aretheythereonyourphone?

Zulu:iwouldn'tknow

Khethiwe:whereisyourphone?

Zulu:withthepolice

Khethiwe:(sighed)okbutwearegoingtostickto

thefactthatyouknownothingaboutthosetextsifit

meanstakingaliedetectortestthensobeit

Zulu:nowyouaretalking

Khethiwe:mxm.Whenisyourbailhearing?

Zulu:theyhaven'tcommunicatedyetandiwillbein

herefor3daysifthedatesaren'treleasedbefore

then

Khethiwe:maybeyouwillcomeoutasensiblemam

Zulu:howarethekids?

Khethiwe:whatdoyouexpect?Theyare

embarrassedanddevastedtheycan'tevengoon

theirsocialmediapagesbecausetheirpeersare

busymockingthemallbecauseofyou



Zulu:tellthemthatisaidimsorry

Khethiwe:youwillhavetowaituntilyouare

releasedtodothat

Officer:yourtimeisupma'am

Zulu:don'tworryiwillbehomesoonok

SheleftshakingherheadwhileZulusighedholding

onthebars...

Zulu:damnthesexhosawitchesuyaziama'xhosa

ayaloya(youknowxhosa'sarewitches)shitman

Heclickedhistongueandwentbacktohisbed.

AtZino'shouse...

Shefrownedhearingthefrontdooropenand

quicklywenttoseewhoitwas...



Xaba:imhereformyuniformiforgotitlastnight

Zino:ok.HowisJason?

Xaba:he'sfineijustdroppedhimatschoolandi

foundSemakalengthere.Shetellsmeyougifted

herwithahotelvoucher

Zino:yesbecauseiwantedustotalk

Xaba:there'snothingtotalkaboutwhileyouarestill

here

Zino:Xabaican'tgotojailplease

Xaba:yetyouseeitoktotakesomeone'slife?

Zino:it'snotlikeididitforfun

Xaba:thereweresomanyroutesyoucouldhave

takentomakethingsrightZino

Zino:likelettingmynephewgotojail?Hewouldn't

surviveanhourinthere

Xaba:soyoudecidetogetyourselfintroublejustto

protectacriminal?ComeonZinoihonestlythought

youwerebetterthanthis



Zino:iamtrustme

Xaba:noandidon'ttrustyouanymore.Thissaysa

lotaboutwhoyouareandhonestlyspeakingidon't

seeusbeingtogetheranymore

Zino:what?

Xaba:weareoverZinoimapoliceofficerandmy

jobistoprotectandservethenationnowimaginea

policeofficersharingabedwithamurderer?Noi

can'tdothat

Zino:Xabailoveyou

Xaba:ilovetheZinoyouarehidinginyoubutidon't

lovethepersonstandingbeforemeanymore

Zino:okiwillgohandmyselfinthen

Xaba:stillthelastthingiwantistobeinvolvedwith

acriminalandihopeyouaretellingthetruthwhen

yousayyoudidn'ttakeZulu'saccidentreportfile

Zino:Xabawecanworkthisoutplease

Xaba:Zinokuhlethere'snothingtoworkout.I'm

heretotaketherestofmythingsandmyson's.If

Semakalengdecidestostayherefineiguessyou



willtellherwhywearenolongertogetherandalso

Jasonbecausehe'sgoingtostartaskingquestions

Zino:comeonXabadon'tdothistome

Xaba:noidon'twanttoseemlikeabadpersonso

youwilltellthem.Allimdoingrightnowislooking

outformychildandi.It'snotsafebeingaroundyou

Zino:no

Xaba:yesandiwantedtotellyouthatiwillstart

payingmyson'sschoolfees.Iwouldtakehimout

ofthatschoolbuthehasalreadymadefriends

thereandiscomfortable.Nowcanigoandtakethe

restofmythingsoutofyourbedroomandhouse?

Zinoswallowedandmovedoutofthewayashe

madehiswayup...

Zino:sothisisitXaba?Throwingallthatwehave

workedfordownthedrain?

Xaba:it'sallonyouMsTombale



Zino:iloveyouplease

Xaba:idon'thaveanythingmoretosaytoyoubut

todotherightthing

Hewentinthebedroomassheswallowedandwent

totheloungeblinkingtryingtoblockhertears.

Atthestation...

Lerato:goodmorning

Molao:ohheyyoucomeonin

Lerato:ihavesomeworktodowhat'sup?

Molao:anythingonValentineyet?

Lerato:nothingthephonestillgoesstraightto

voicemail

Molao:oknowthisisacallforconcernyouneedto

informAnneaboutthis

Lerato:iwasplanningto



Molao:andthefactthatBonganiaskedhertoleave

theprovincemakesmeaskmyselfalotof

questions

Lerato:ithinkishouldgoquestionthem

Molao:pleasedothat.Itsguranteedtheywon'ttell

youthetruthbutitwouldworkinourfavourwhen

wefindoutthattheyarelying

Lerato:alrightletmegetonthephonewithAnne

thenseewhaticando

Molao:goodgirl.Dinnertonight?

Lerato:itwilldependonhowmuchworkihave

Molao:aah

Lerato:(laughed)imjokingyesbabydinneritis

Molao:wonderful.OhisXabaok?Inoticedhewasa

bitdistantandquietyesterday

Lerato:ithinkthere'stroubleinparadisebutheyits

notlikeididn'ttrytowarnhim

Molao:wellamanbelievesingettingburntfirstbut

ihopethat'snotthecasewithyou



Lerato:imthesweetestgirlyoucanevercome

across(theylaughed)iguessiwilltakehimalong

whenigoquestiontheJola'saboutValentine

Molao:okbutbecarefulyouknowhe'sdatingone

ofthem

Lerato:imwatchinghimlikeahawk

Molao:that'smygirl

TheysmiledatoneanotherasLeratoheadedtoher

office.

AttheJola's...

Kennedydroveinasthehousehelperleadhimto

themainbedroomwherehefoundthenurse

changingZanele'sheadbandage...

Kennedy:goodmorningicameassoonasi

receivedyourtext.Howareyoudoing?



Zanele:howdoilooklikeimdoing?

Nurse:iwillbecomingwithyourpillsin30minutes

shouldiaskthehousehelpertobringyou

something?

Zanele:noimokfornowthankyou(thenurseleft)

Kennedy:areyousureyouareok?

Zanele:iwillbefine

Kennedy:whathappened?

Zanele:someonedazzledmewiththeirlightsand

whenigainmyvisionisawahumanfigureonthe

roadandiquicklyswervedoutbutlostcontrolof

thecar

Kennedy:howfastwereyougoing?

Zanele:120

Kennedy:thatwasfastespeciallygivenyourcar.

Howisit?

Zanele:atotalwriteoff

Kennedy:okwhat'simportantisthatyouareok

nowacarcanbereplacedanytime



Zanele:yeah.Whatareyoudoingherethough?I

onlytoldyousothatyouknowiwon'tbecomingin

forawhile

Kennedy:youaremyclientZanele

Zanele:doyoudothiswithyourotherclients?

Kennedy:itdoesn'tmatter

Zanele:youcomingherewillstartgivingBongani

ideasthathisfriendcouldberightandthefactthat

youcomeherewhenhe'soutwillnailitalldown

Kennedy:thatwillbehisproblemthen.Imjustan

instructorcheckingontheirstudentthat'sall

Zanele:butyouarehisfriendwhydon'tyoutalkto

himinsteadandvisitwhenhe'saround?

Kennedy:howoldareweZanele?

Zanele:itdoesn'tmatter

Kennedy:nowearetoooldtobeexplaining

ourselvestoanyoneisitaproblemthatimcloseto

younow?Arehisfriendnotclosetoyou?

Zanele:toacertainextend



Kennedy:wellitsnotmyproblemthatinowvibe

withyoumore.Tellme,what'stheissuewith

Simmoneandpleasedon'ttrytobeataroundthe

cornersicouldtellfromhowyouwerelookingat

heryesterdayyouwerereadytokillher

Zanele:doilooklikeakillertoyou?

Kennedy:imjustsaying

Zanele:itdoesn'tmatter

Kennedy:areyousureyoudon'twanttotalkabout

it?

Zanele:(frowned)whydoyousoundlikeyouaremy

husband?

Kennedy:noimtryingtobethereforyou

Zanele:why?

Kennedy:becauseicareaboutyouZanele

Zanele:wellthanksbutican'ttalktoyouabout

anythingbesidesgym

Kennedy:soyouaregoingtoshutmeout?

Zanele:excuseme?



Kennedy:it'sjustaquestion

Zanele:firstofallyoudon'tgettoaskmesuch

questions.Doyouwantmetocutyouoff?

Kennedy:no

Zanele:thenstopbeingweird

Kennedy:howimibeingweird?

Zanele:wehaveonlyknownoneanotherforwhat,2

weeksandyoutellmeyoucareaboutme?Just

becauseiagreedtogofishingwithyoudoesn't

meanwearefriends

Kennedy:oh?

Zanele:yesionlywenttherebecauseineededto

unwindandyouwantedtotalkbusinessandoh

don'tthinkididn'tseewhatyouweretryingtodo

whenwefell

Kennedy:whatdiditrytodo?

Zanele:canyoupleaseleave

Kennedy:nowyouarechasingmeaway?

Zanele:Kennedypleaseleaveanddon'tcomehere



unlessyouareheretoseeBonganiimhonestly

uncomfortablenow

Kennedy:imsorrytomakeyoufeelthatway

Zanele:justgo

Kennedy:whatcanidotomakeituptoyou?

Zanele:bystayingawayfrommeandtrybuildyour

friendshipwithBonganiagainthat'sifhestillwants

to

Kennedy:soyouarechasingmejustlikethat

Zanele:bathongKennedySebokojustgo

Kennedy:okiwillgobutjustknowthaticareabout

you

Sheglaredathimashemadehiswayoutandshe

sighedrestingherheadontheheadboardwithher

eyesclosed.OutsideKennedygotinhiscarand

sentBonganiatextmessagethendroveout...

Kennedy:youcan'tchasemeawaythateasilyMrs



Jolawetheryoulikeitornotyou,yourhusbandand

iaregoingtoenduptogether.

BackinsidethehouseZanelereachedforherphone

asitreportedamessage...

Zanele:anothervideo(sheopenedit)

Voice:ihopeyoucanseethatwemeanbusiness

whenwesayyourmotherandaunt'slivesarein

yourhands

Itstoppedassheswallowedwithherheartracing

anddialedZino.Itdidn'tgothroughandshe

decidedtocallBongani.

InAlberton...

Anneswungherofficechaireatingherappleasher

computerbeeped...



Anne:abouttime(shesmiledgoingthrough

Zanele'sfinances)let'sseewhatyouhavebeenup

tomylady.Yohyoureallymakealotofmoneyyou

butthere'snothingshowingthatyouhavepaidfora

newhouseoracar(frowned)waitandthere'ssome

moneycominginyouraccountbutit'suntraceable

girlwhathaveyoubeenupto...(herphonerang)

VanLeesburg

Man:ma'amhi

Anne:yeswhatcanidoforyou?

Man:ihavejustaskedafewdriversabout

Bulldozer'swhereaboutsonthedayofMrZulu's

accident

Anne:ok,and?

Man:hewasoffduty

Anne:ohreally?

Man:yeah

Anne:okbutnowhowcomewasheontheroad

whenhewasoffduty?



Man:that'smyquestionaswell

Anne:goodjobmymanihavealsojustfoundout

thatZanelehasn'tpaidforanyhouseorcarinthe

last3months

Man:thatcanonlymeanonething

Anne:weneedtocatchhimredhandedandyou

knowwhattodo

Man:youdon'thavetomentionitma'amiwillbeon

it

Anne:good(shehungup)nowlet'sseewherethis

othermoneyiscomingfromMrsJola

Shesaidhummingpunchinginafewkeysasher

computerwentblank...

Anne:whatthehell?

Shesaidswitchingitbackononlytofindoutshe

hadbeenblockedtoaccessZanele'saccounts



again...

Anne:it'sthesmartasssisterofhersluckilyihave

copiedthedocumentstotheothercomputernowi

havetobuildanothersystemtogetinimnotgiving

upuntilifindoutwheretheothermoneyiscoming

from.

InDubai...

ThedoctorwentintoThembekaandThando'sroom

whilethetravellingagentladysteppedoutforsome

coffee.Thedoctorfocusedonthevitalorgan

monitorwhileThembekaslowlyopenedherright

eye.Shelookedaroundwithitandnoticedthather

sisterwasstilloutontheotherside.Thedoctor

movedasshequicklyclosedtheeyebutthen

openeditafterafewsecondsandrealisedhewas

busywithThando.Shelookedaroundagainasher

eyelandedonwhatlookedlikeaninjectioninthe

doctor'spocket.Shetriedtoreachforitbutthe



doctorleaneddownabitasshequicklylaidstill.

Thedoctorstoodupstraightagainassheopened

hereyeagainandreachedfortheinjection.Shebit

herlowerlipandcarefullytookitoutthenquickly

laidstillasthedoctorturnedwithafrown.He

scoffedandputtheirfilesontheirbedsidesand

left...

Thembeka:stupiddoctor.Psst,psst,Twakeup

Thando:(openedoneeye)whatisit?

Thembeka:(softlychuckled)youlook...

Thedooropenedastheyquicklylaidstillagainwith

theireyesclosedwithThembekamakingsurethe

injectionwaswellhiddenunderherhand...

Lady:youneedtohealquicklyyoutwosothatwe

canmoveonwithourplan.

^



^

^

^

^

.....
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Lady:(sippedhercoffee)imeanmygirlswhatwas

yourdaughterthinkinghuh?Shethoughtshewould

getawaywithkillingtwodrugdealerswithoutdoing

herhomeworkthoroughly?(Scoffed)fora

successfulwowanshereallycanmakesomedump

decisions.Nowlook,thetwoofyouarelyingina

hospitalbedmilesandmilesfromhomeall

becauseofher.Pleasedomeonefavour,nomatter

whathappenswhenyougettotheothersidedon't

youdareforgiveher.Sheisthereasonthetwoof

youareonadeathpath(shechuckledcheckingthe

time)ihopetheseboyscomebackontimebecause



thelastthingiwantistogetintotroublewiththe

bigman.Iknowhowitfeelstostayupallnightjust

tomakesurethatsomeonedoesn'tgettoescape

sotheybetternottakemeforafool.Iftheyarenot

backinthenext10minutesimcallingthemforthe

lasttime.(Tookanothersipandscoffed)imean

imaginemyladies,tryingtoprotectyourcriminal

sononlytolandyourwholefamilyindanger

Shelaughedgoingtothevitalorganmonitors...

Lady:iwonderhowthesethingsworkyouknow,

howdotheymonitorsomethingfromdeepinside,

youmayneverunderstandthepowerofscience

Thembekaopenedoneeyebutquicklycloseditas

theladyturnedtoher...

Lady:yesmygirl.(Caressedherhair)Youthought

thatbathroomstuntwouldhelpyounehnowlookat



youfightingforyourlifeidon'tunderstandwhythe

bosswon'tjustletusfinishthebothofyouoff

(Thando'smachinestartedtobeepfasterasshe

turnedtoher)ohsomeoneislisteningonican...

Thembekaquicklyheldtheinjectioninplaceand

jabbedheronherbuttasshefrozewhileThembeka

satup...

Thembeka:nowwhoisafoolbitch

TheladycollapsedasThandoopenedhereyes...

Thando:bloodybitch

Thembeka:comeonsislet'sbequickwedon'thave

allday

Shesaidtakingoffherhospitalgownandchanged

intothenurseclothestheladywaswearingand



grabbedawheelchair.Shealsotookherwigand

fakeglassesandputthemonasThandoquicklysat

onthewheelchair...

Thando:wherearewegoing?

Thembeka:idon'tknowbutaslongasweareoutof

hereiwillbegood.Stayinposition(shedidas

Thembekasighed)heregoesfreedom

ShesaidpushingThandooutwithafileonherlap

asshesmiledattheothernurses...

Man:whereareyoutakingthepatient?

Thembeka:sherequestedtositoutsidesoim

takingherthere

Man:ohokyouknowshecan'tstayoutforlong

right?

Thembeka:yes



Shesmiledandcontinueddowntheisleonlytospot

twoofthemencomingatthefrontandchangedthe

route...

Thando:befastthesecondtheyfindtheladywe

shouldbeoutofhere

Thembeka:canyourunthough?

Thando:let'sstealacar

Thembeka:ok

Theywenttotheparkinglotintheothersideofthe

buildingandbrokeawindowofoneofthecarsand

gotin...

Thembeka:youlieondownintheback

Thandodidasheoldersisterinstructedwhileshe

bitherlowerlipconnectingtwowiresunderthe

steeringwheelastheenginestarted.Sheputiton



reverseanddroveoutoftheparkinglotthensped

off.Insidethehospital,thetwoguysopenedthe

dooronlytofindtheirbossonthefloor...

Guy:fuckthesetwooldwhores.Gocheckifthere

arecamerasinherewhileitrytowakeherup

Oneguyrantothereceptionwhiletheothercarried

theladyontothebed.Thereceptionistledhimto

thesurveillanceroomwheretheyfoundthemanon

dutyfastasleep...

Guy:wakethehellup!

Man:ohsorry,sorrysirwhatcanidoforyou?

Guy:move(hemovedhimoutoftheway)

Man:but...

Hekeptquietastheguyglaredathimandthen

rewindedthecamerasonlytonoticeThembekaand



Thandodrivingout...

Guy:shit!Shit!Shit!

Heranbacktotheroomleavingthesurveillance

manconfused...

Guy:and?

Guy:theyaregone

Guy:whatdoyoumeantheyaregone?

Dr:(wentin)ithinki...whatthehellisgoingonin

herewherearethepatients?

Guy:theyaregoneandwefoundthisonherbutt

Dr:(sighed)ihavebeenlookingforthissedative

Guy:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Dr:shewillbeoutforthenext8hoursgoodday



Heshookhisheadleavingwhiletheguys

swallowedoutofideas...

Guy:weareindeepshit

Guy:tellmeaboutit

Theybothsatdownfrustratedwhilealongtheroad

Thembekaparkedthecar...

Thembeka:didyoufindsomethingwecanputon?

Thando:justtwoclothsandasummerhat

Thembeka:there'sacaphereiwillwearthecapand

youwillwearthesummerhat

Thando:whataboutmyhand?Imstillinpain

Thembeka:youwillhavetobarewiththepainuntil

wefindourwaytoapolicestation.Come

Thando:can'tweusethecar?

Thembeka:itobviouslyhasatracker.Wejust



escapeddeathnowyouwanttobeaprisonerina

foreigncountry

Thando:ofcoursenot

Thembeka:thenbefast

Theychangedintoclothsandtheirhatsandstarted

walkingwithThandomakingsureshedoesn'thurt

herarm.

BackinSA...

SamkeloopenedthegateasZinodroveinand

parkedheadingtothehouse...

Zino:(crying)iknowyousaidyoudidn'twant

visitorsuntilyourbabywasamontholdbutihad

nooneelsetogoto

Samkelo:it'soklovecomein.Haveaseat



Zino:(sniffed)thanks

Samkelo:(gaveheraglassofwater)what'sgoing

onlove?

Zino:ihavemessedup

Samkelo:youcantalktomelove

Zino:youknowihavebeendatingXabaneh?

Samkelo:yeah

Zino:soitoldhimmymotherandauntaremissing

andihadtotellhimwhytheyweremissing

Samkelo:(sighed)why?

Zino:therewasnohowiwasgoingtolietohimand

thenjustthatonethingopenedacanofalotof

worms

Samkelo:whatnow?

Zino:hewantsnothingtodowithmeSammy(burst

intotears)hesaysidisgusthimandhecan'tbe

withacriminalgiventhefactthathe'sanofficerof

thelaw

Samkelo:(sighedagain)youwantmetobehonest



withyouright?

Zino:yes

Samkelo:youknowiloveandwilldoanythingfor

youandZaneleright?

Zino:mhem

Samkelo:butyouguysknowthatsomeofthe

thingsthatyoudoorhavedonearewrongright?

Zino:yes

Samkelo:andthateverybaddeedhasitsownday

right?

Zino:yeah

Samkelo:andthatnotallofficersarelikeMasilela

right?

Zino:iknowbut...

Samkelo:butnothingZino.ClearlyXabaisaman

whotakeshisoathseriouslyandwhatwereyou

doinggettinginvolvedwithanofficerofthelaw

knowingexactlywhatyouandyoursisterare

alwaysupto?



Zino:itwasformakingsurethatBulldozergotout

ofjail

Samkelo:whydidyoustaylongerafterhewas

released?

Zino:hewasgoingtobesuspicious

Samkelo:itwouldhavebeenbetterthannow

Zinokuhleyouwouldhavesavedyourselfsomuch

pain

Zino:ilovehimbuthewantsmetoturnmyselfin

Samkelo:youseewhatimtalkingabout?Younow

arestuckinacornerthatthere'snowayofcoming

out

Zino:whatshouldidonow?

Samkelo:startbeingtruetoyourself,Zaneleisyour

sisterandiknowyouloveher,she'smyfriendandi

loveherbutifyoukeepgoingbacktoheryouwill

bestuckinoneplacemylove.Imnotsayingdisown

herallimsayingistellheryoucan'tdoallthese

dodgythingsforheranymore

Zino:ican'tabandonmysisterthatoneisoutofthe



question

Samkelo:soyouwouldratherlosesomeoneyou

love,loseyourdignityjustforbeingaloyalsister?

Thisisn'tevenloyaltyitsyoubeingsomeone's

puppet

Zino:Sammy

Samkelo:noimgoingtobehonestwithyouand

youcantellZaneleifyouwant.Thereasonimnever

intoodeepinyourissuesisbecauseihavea

reputationtolookoutforandnowachildtothink

for.Iknoweverythingaboutyouguysyouknowit

evenZanele'sbiggestsecretbutyoudon'tseeme

gettinginvolvedinthedeepersideofthingsthat's

becauseimlookingoutformyselfandevenZanele

knowsthisiwouldneverinanygivendaygoona

killingspreewithyoursisterandsherespectsthat

nowit'stimeforyoutodothatforyourself.

Zino:soishouldturnmyselfin?

Samkelo:foryourowngoodnotbecauseyouwant

topleaseXababecausehe'sdonewithyou

Zino:whatifidon't?



Samkelo:thechoiceishonestlyyoursbutdon'tbe

surprisedwhenhedecidestotestifyagainstyou

duringthetrial

Zino:(sighedthrowingherheadbackonthecouch)

whydoesithavetocometothis?Gosh

Samkelo:thechoiceisyoursmylove.Itriedtoput

lightinyouhowicouldbutyouhavetheballinyour

hands(Sisandacriedwakingup)kindlyexcuseme

Zino:alrightletmetakeashortdriveandthinkof

whattodo

Samkelo:okbesafe.Doyouknowthatyoursister

wasinacaraccidentthough?

Zino:what!?

Samkelo:youdidn'tknow?

Zino:myphonehasbeenoffsinceyesterdayisshe

ok?

Samkelo:she'shomenow

Zino:ohmyword



Sheputtheglassdownanddashedoffwhile

Samkeloshookherhead...

Samkelo:yeahneh.Mommyiscomingbaby.

AttheJola's...

Bonganiranuptotheirbedroomwherehefound

Zaneleseatedonachair...

Bongani:dotheysaysomethinginthevideo?

Shegavehimherphoneashewatcheditand

sighed...

Bongani:damnthesepeople

Zanele:whatifmymotherisdeadBongani?Whatif

auntyTis...



Bongani:nononoZaneledon'tthinklikethatplease

Zanele:(crying)whatwouldibewithoutmymother

thatwomanismyeverything,Bonganimamais...

Bongani:babesssh,calmdownplease,yourmom

isafighterthatiknowforsure.

Zanele:butyoucanseeheronahospitalbed

Bongani

Bongani:yesthatmeanstheywanttokeepthem

alive

Zanele:whatifshe'stoohurttosurvive?Mymom

can'tdieBonganiican'taffordtolosemymother

notrightnow,notlikethisno

Bongani:babepleasetrytostaycalmimgoingto

gotothestudyandtryandfindoutwhichhospital

isthiswhilewewaitforourguytoarrivewhati

needyoutodoformeiscollectyourself

Zanele:iwantSimmoneandherhusbanddead

Bongani:nooneisgoingtodieherebutyoucango

aheadifyouwantyourmotherandauntdead

Zanele:whycan'tweapproachthemnow!



Bongani:wehavetoldyouwhysopleaseZanele

calmdown

HesaidgoingdownbutfrownedseeingDetective

LeratoandConstableXababytheirdoorstep...

Helper:sirtheyarehereforyou

Bongani:ohokthanks(sheleft)detective,

constablewhatcanidoforyou?

Lerato:isyourwifearound?

Bongani:yes

Lerato:pleasecallherwehaveafewquestionsfor

thebothofyou

Bongani:thisisabout?

Lerato:MrJolakindlycallyourwife

Bongani:shewasinvolvedinacaraccidentsoshe

can'tcomedown

Lerato:butshemanagedtogoupright?



Bongani:detectivecomeonnow

Lerato:don'tkeepmewaiting

HesighedandwenttogetZanelewhiletheytook

theirseatslookingaround...

Lerato:theirhouseisnotthatbadthough(Xaba

keptquiet)youreallyneedtogetoverwhatever

that'sbotheringyou.Youknowthatwedon'tbring

ourproblemstowork

Xaba:justleavemealoneplease

HesaidsittingbackwhileBonganiandZanele

camedown...

Lerato:MrsJola

Zanele:whatcanidoforyou?

Lerato:letmestartbysayingimsorryforwhat



happenedtoyouihopeyouhealquickly

Zanele:youcantakeyoursorryandshoveitwhere

thesundoesnotshine

Bongani:haibo,love

Zanele:sheandibothknowhowshefeelsabout

me.Whatareyoudoinginmyyard?

Lerato:ValentineLotterin(Zanele'sheartskippeda

beat)ringsabell?

Zanele:iknowher,why?

Lerato:wecan'tseemtobeabletogetholdofher

andshehasbeenworkingcloselywiththepolice

forthepastweek

Zanele:so?

Lerato:doyoubyanychanceknowwhereshe

couldbe?

Zanele:whywouldi?

Lerato:idon'tknowmaybebecauseyourhusband

askedhertoleavetheprovinceafewdaysago

Zanele:what!?



Lerato:imilyingMrJola?

Bongani:(swallowed)noyouarenot

Lerato:that'sright.Sowhywouldyouasksomeone

toleaveaprovinceMrJola?

Bongani:(clearedhisthroat)becausetherewas

nothingleftforherhere

Lerato:ormaybeyoutriedtogetherawayfrom

yourcoldbloodedkillerwife

Zanele:excuseme!?

Bongani:youcan'tspeaktomywifelikethat(Xaba

lookedatZanelewithhislipscurved)

Lerato:youandibothknowthisJolacomeonstop

harbouringacriminal

Zanele:youknowwhatthat'senough,getoutofmy

house!

Lerato:whereisValentineZanele?

Zanele:idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingaboutso

pleaseleave.Thatbitchsleptwithmyhusband...!

Bongani:babecalmdown



Zanele:noimnotgoingtocalmdownforshit

Bongani!Thisidiotcan'tcomeintomyhouseand

askmeaboutthatunscrupulousdeadbeatass

bitchaftereverythingshehasdonetomeafteri

tookherininmyspace.Getout!Getthefuckoutof

here!

ShegrabbedacushionandthrewitatLeratoasshe

andXabastoodup...

Lerato:thankyouforyourtimeMrsJola

Zanele:isaidout!

Bongani:imsosorrydetective

Zanele:(shouted)out!

TheywalkedoutwhileBonganisighedlookingat

her...

Zanele:what!?



Bongani:reallynowZanele?Youhavejustthrown

yourselfunderthebus

Zanele:theycanfuckoffidon'tknowwherethat

bitchoftheirsisforallicareandasforyoutowarn

hertoleave,doyoustillwantherBongani?

Bongani:yohletmegofindoutwherethisvideo

wastaken.

HewenttothestudywhileintheircarLerato

scoffed...

Xaba:didyouhavetodothatthough?

Lerato:yesandigotwhatiwanted.ZaneleJola

knowswhereValentineis

Shesmiledastheguardsopenedthegateforthem

asXabaswallowedseeingZino'scar...

Lerato:wannastaywithyourgirlfriend?



Xaba:mxm

ShelaugheddrivingoutwhileZinodroveinand

swallowedcatchingaglimpseofXabainthepolice

car.Sheparkedandwentinside...

Zino:whatare...

Zanele:finallyshedecidestocomeoutofhernest.

Howlonghaveibeentryingtogetholdofyou?

Zino:ihadalotgoingon.Sammytoldmeabout

youraccidentareyouok?

Zanele:iwillbefine.Whathappened?

Zino:(sighed)wasthatXaba?

Zanele:yeshimandhisbosscametoaskusabout

Valentine(Zinoswallowed)intoningawe?(What's

wrongwithyou)

Zino:itoldhimthetruth

Zanele:what!?



Zino:itwaseitherididorhewasgoingtofindout

himself

Bongani:what's...ohhiZino

Zanele:youwon'tbelievethis

Bongani:whatnow?

Zanele:yoursisterinlawdecidedtotellherpolice

officerboyfriendthetruth

Bongani:so?

Zanele:excuseme?WearegoingtojailZino!Are

youmad!?

Bongani:Zinohowdidhetakeit?

Zino:notwell.Webrokeup

Bongani:didhetellonyou?

Zino:nobutheaskedmetoturnmyselfin

Bongani:didhegiveyouanultimatum?

Zino:no

Bongani:thenyoushouldn'tdoanything.Wehavea

lottofocusonatthemoment.Zanele...



Zanele:Bonganiweare...

Bongani:yimaka'ncgincgitogZanele(pleasewaita

little)Zanelereceivedanothervideowithyour

parentsatahospitalijustgotinformationofwhich

hospitalitis

Zino:ohthat'sgreatandthenumber?

Bongani:samenumber.Hasourguycontactedyou?

Zino:no

Bongani:okwhilewewaitforhimcomehelpmedig

intoNdlovu'slifeZaneleaskedhimifhehaskids

theotherdaytheywerehereandhewantedtosay

yesbuthiswifejumpedinandsaidno

Zino:whatareyouplanningtogetoutofthis?

Bongani:everyman'sweaknessishischildren

Zino:oklet'shopeso

Zanele:soonceagainyouaregoingtoshutmeout?

Bongani:yesbecauseallyoucomeupwithis

murder

Zanele:andistillsayweshouldgetridofXaba



Zino:excuseme?

Zanele:he'saliability

Zino:howaboutwegetridofBonganifirst?

Zanele:don'tyoudare

Zino:ilovethatman

Bongani:canwepleasegettoworkZino,haimam

niyakhathazayaz(youtwoareexhausting)

HesaidtakingherhandtothestudywhileZanele

squinthereyesandscoffed.Shetookherphone

andwentthroughherchatsandstoppedat

Kennedy'snumber...

"Icangetridofherforyouifyoulike"

Thewordsplayedrepeatedlyinhermindasshe

swallowedandopenedtheirchat.Asshewasabout

tosendhimamessageZinocameoutofthestudy

assheputherphoneaway...



Zanele:whatdoyouwant?

Zino:ijustgotanotificationthatsomeonewas

tryingtoaccessyouraccountsearlier.

Zanele:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Zino:yesimgoingtotryanddistractBonganitotry

andlocatetheserverofwherethefisherislocated

Zanele:makesureyoudothatandquick

Zino:seethaticareaboutyou?Butyoudon'twant

tounderstandthatiloveXaba

ShesaidgoingbacktothestudywhileZanelerolled

hereyesandsatbackonthecouch.

InDubai...

Thetwoladieswalkedaroundthecitytryingtofind

thepolicestationbuttherewasnoonecomingto



theiraid...

Thando:attheratethingsaregoingwewillendup

bumpingintothesamepeoplewearerunningaway

from

Thembeka:wejustneedtokeepgoingsiscomeon

wedidn'tcomethisfartogivein

Thando:butTweare...sorrysirdoyouknow

where...

Themanlookedatherindisgustandwalkedpast

herwithoutevenlookingatheragain...

Thando:siesmaninthisdayandagetherearestill

racists.Hambauyofanjandini(goandhang

yourselfyoudog)

Thembeka:(laughing)wow

Thando:whothehelldoeshethinkheis?Hehas

thesamebloodasusit'snotlikehisisbluebloody



cunt

Thembeka:calmdown.Okletmetrythisone.Hi

ma'am

Lady:hi(smiled)ohmywordiloveyourhair.Are

youfromAfrica?

Thembeka:yesimfromAfricaandwekeepLions

aspetsandrideZebrastoworknowtellme,where

canifindapolicestation?

Lady:wowihearAfricaisabeautifulcountryand

thecapitalcitybeingSouthAfricaiswaymore

beautiful

Thembeka:ma'amthepolicestationplease

Lady:ohsorry,(shedirectedthem)

Thembeka:thankyousomuch

Lady:canitouchyourhairforthelasttime

Thembeka:aisukaaphamansiesthatmeansthank

youforthedirections(theywalkedaway)

Lady:(smiling)wowwakandaforever

Thembeka:AfricaisacontinentyouidiotandSouth



Africaisoneofthecountriesinthecontinent

Theylaughedheadingtothepolicestationwhilethe

ladysmiledlookingatthemvanish.

BackinSA...

MolaoofferedAnneaseatasshesmiledsitting

down...

Molao:ididn'texpecttoseeyouthissoon

Anne:that'showefficientiam.Ihavesome

informationforyou

Molao:ohokhitme

Anne:imanagedtofindoutthatZanelehasn'tpaid

foranyhouseandcarrecentlythelasttimeshe

paidforthoseiswaybackwhentheyrenovatedthe

housetheyarelivinginnowandthelastcarshe

boughtwasforherdaughterwhenshefinished



highschool

Molao:ohwowsothismeanstheyliedtous

Anne:yesandweareworkingoncatchingthe

youngmanredhandedwiththedrugs

Molao:that'sgood

Anne:asfortheBulldozerlad,oneofmyemployees

discoveredthathewasoffdutythedayofthe

accident

Molao:(smiled)yethedrovethecompanytruck

Anne:yeahandihadZulu'scarsussedupabitand

discoveredthatthepressurefromthetruckwasnot

fromsomeoneofBulldozer'sbodymass

Molao:exactlywhatthereportsaid

Anne:yeah

Molao:oknowwewaittobusttheyounglad

Anne:yes

Molao:(sighedlookingatthereport)waitthere'sa

somethinginthisstatement



Anne:what?

Molao:itlookslikeZaneletransferred30K

to...(scoffed)ValentineLotterinandonSunday

Anne:letmesee(shetookit)

Molao:butmycolleaguesaysshedeniedseeing

Valentineofrecentandsheevenwentballasticon

her

Anne:youknowwhatletmegoandtrytoseeifi

canfindherlastlocation.

Molao:wouldyoubeableto?

Anne:yesonethingabouttechnologyisthatyou

canuseittoyouradvantageificanaccess

Zanele'slocationonSundaythroughherphonethen

iwillknowexactlywhereorwhathappenedto

Valentine

Molao:ohokthenallthebest

ShesmiledandleftwhileMolaoshookhishead

smiling...



Molao:ifonlyyouknewhowcloseyourdoorsare

closinginonyouMrsJolayouwouldn'tbeso

relaxed.

BackinDubai...

Officer:okma'amletmegoandcallyourdaughter

pleasestayput

Theynoddedashemadehiswayout...

Thando:doyoutrusthim?

Thembeka:comeonThandothisisapolicestation

Thando:youneverknowthesethingsThembs

Thembeka:calmdownmylovefromherewewillbe

goingbackhome



Shesmiledrubbinghersister'sarmwhosighed

worried.Inhisoffice,theofficertookhisphoneand

called...

Ndlovu:hello?

Officer:theoldwomenyousaidescapedareinthe

policestation.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Theofficerwentbacktotheladiesandsmiledas

Thembekafrownedlookingupathim...



Thembeka:whyareyoucomingemptyhanded?

Officer:ijustspoketoyourdaughterma'amand...

Thembeka:nononowait,youshouldhavebrought

thephoneheresothatwecouldhearyouspeaking

toherwealsowantedtospeaktoher

Officer:ma'amdon'tworryeverythingisunder

control.Ihavebeenaskedtotakeyouguystoa

safespacewhereyouaregoingtomeetupwiththe

ambassadorofyourcountrythenallyourtravelling

documentswillbefixedforyoutogobackhome

Thando:whyiminotreallycomfortablewiththis?

Officer:shouldigocallmybossforyoutobe

comfortable?

Thando:kindly

Heleftastheylookedatoneanothershakingtheir

heads.Theofficercameback3minuteslaterwith

hisboss...



Man:gooddayladiesimtoldthatyouaredoubting

whatmycolleagueherewastellingyou

Thando:wejustwanttobesurethatwearesafe

Man:youareingoodhandsma'am.Youwillbeon

yourwaybackhomeinnotime

Thando:okthenifyousayso

Man:officermakesurethesewomenare

comfortableandateaseplease

Officer:yessir

Man:good.Wecanalsoassureyouthatweare

lookingfortheculpritsyoudescribed

Thembeka:that'sgreat.Thankyou

Officer:maywegetgoingthen?

Thembeka:yesplease

Theyfollowedtheofficeroutasaladyofferedthem

sweetsbythefront.Theywentintothecarwiththe



officerashedroveoff...

Officer:ishouldsayyouaretwobravewomen

Thembeka:beinganafricanisn'teasysoyouhave

tobeabletofighttogetthroughlife.Especially

beingaSouthAfrianwefighteverydayofourlives

Officer:ihaveheardalotaboutthecountrybutim

sohappyofhowfarithascome

Thembeka:yeaheventhoughweareledbythieves

weareproudofwherewecomefrom

Theychuckledopeningtheirsweetsandthrewthem

intheirmouths...

Thembeka:ican'twaittogetinashowerandwash

awayallthisdirt

Thando:youandiboth

Thembeka:(clearedherthroat)ifwedidn'tdie

duringthistripitwilltakealotforustodie



Thando:ihaveneverwantedtobehomethisbadin

myentirelife(clearedherthroataswell)

Thembeka:(frownedandrubbedhereyes)imso

tired

Thando:(yawned)itsallthewalkingwehavedone

today

Thembeka:(satback)yeahneh

Thando:mmmh

Itwaslightsoutforthemastheofficersmiled

lockingthedoorsandsteppedontheaccelerator...

Officer:notsocleverladies.

AttheJola's...

Zino:hehaschildrenindeedtheystayinPoland.

One18andtheother15.Look



Bongani:theylookbeautifulshame

Zino:pitytheirparentsarenotgoodpeople

Bongani:butwhatiswrongwithusparents?Why

dowealwaysdothistoourchildren?

Zino:notjustchildrenbutourpartnersaswell.We

willbedoingthingstryingtoprotectthemonlyto

endangertheirlivesmore

Bongani:partnersicanunderstandbecauseyou

haveanoptiontoleavebutyoucan'tleaveyour

child.Idon'tgotobedwithoutthinkingabout

Kumkani.Isometimesaskmyselfwhatihavedone

wrongforhimtoendupbeingthepersonheisnow.

YesmostofthetimeiblameZanelebutimhis

parentaswellishouldhavebeenmorefirmerin

makingsurethathedoesn'tbecomewhoheisnow

Zino:ithoughttellinghimthetruthwasgoingto

helpourrelationshipgrowhonestlyspeaking.Ifi

didn'ttellhimthetruthhewasgoingtofindout

himself

Bongani:imeanhe'saveryintelligentyoungman,

gotpricesatallhiseducationlevel,graduatedwith



distinctionsonlybutlooknow

Zino:he'sgoneandidon'tknowifiwillbeableto

gethimback

Bongani:alliwantisforhimtolearnfromhis

mistakes

Zino:idon'tknowwhyhecan'tunderstandthatwe

arepeopleandwemakemistakes(sighed)but

honestlyspeakingkillingapersonisnotamistake.

Hewasrightishouldhavelookedforotheroptions

thantorushintotakingthatdecision

Bongani:huh?

Zino:huh?

Bongani:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Zino:Xabaandi

Bongani:ithoughtweweretalkingaboutKumkani

Zino:(sighed)imsorry

Bongani:itsokbutifimayask,whatdoyouwantto

do?

Zino:imstuckbetweenarockandahardplace.I



lovemysisteraswellasXaba

Bongani:don'tyouwanttoseeyourselflivingalife

freeofcrime?

Zino:idobutican'tthrowmyfamilyunderthebus

Bongani:whoareyoulivingfor?

Zino:myselfbutthroughmyfamily

Bongani:hlukananobutsplease

Zino:imlivingformyself

Bongani:thendowhat'sgoodforyou.

Zino:whataboutmysister?Whataboutthewoman

whogavemehopeandahomewhenihadnone?

Bongani:didtheytakeyouinfortheirown

advantageortheysawachildwhoneededahome

andlove?

Zino:idon'tknowbutwhatiknowis...

Bongani:itoldyoutostopsayingbut,yestheyhave

givenyouhopebutZinoyoudon'toweanyoneyour

life



Zino:wearetalkingaboutyourwifehere

Bongani:iknowandihavehonestlyacceptedthat

she'sthispersonsoihavechosentosupportherin

anywayandwhatevertheuniversedecidesabout

heriwillacceptandcontinuetostandbyherasher

husband.Zanelemightnotbeasaintbutshehasa

goodheart.She'slovingandcaringonethingilove

aboutheristhatshevaluesfamilymorethan

anythingandwoulddoanythingtoprotecther

familyeventhoughattimesherprotectionisn't

alwaysgoodbutyoucantellthatshe'ssomeone

whowoulddoanythingforthosethataredearto

her

Zino:soinsteadofprotectingherishouldthrowher

tothewolves

Bongani:takeitasteachingherthatnoteverything

goesthewaywewant

Zino:(sighed)thisishonestlyhard(herphonerang)

ohit'sourguy(answered)fede

Man:sure,imfromthehospitalandtheyarenot

there



Both:what!?(Zanelewentintothestudy)

Man:yeahbutihaveplacedthedevicesyougave

meatthehoteljustincasetheygobackthere

Bongani:ibelievetheyhavenowhereelsetogo.

Whereareyounow?

Man:immakingmywaytomystationit'sjustafew

metersawayfromthehotel

Zino:good.Whateverhappensyouinformus

Man:allclear(theyhungup)

Zanele:whatiftheyhavealreadyburiedthem?I

shouldpreparemyelfforavideoofmymotherlying

inacheapcoffin

Bongani:Zanelepleasecalmdown

Zanele:calmdownforwhatBongani?Doyouknow

whatim...

ShecollapsedasZinocalledthenurse...



Bongani:Zaneleyouneedtotakeiteasynow

honestly

Nurse:whathappened?

Bongani:ibelieveherstresslevelsarehighshejust

collapsed

Nurse:pleasecarryherbacktothebedroom.Isaid

sheshouldjuststayintherenoneofthiswould

havehappened

Bongani:thepolicewereheresoshehadtocome

down

Nurse:nexttimetakethemup.Whatifshehashurt

herarmagainandthistimeitwillneverbethesame

again?

Bongani:ihopethatdoesn'tbecomethecase

Hesaidcarryingherupwhilethenursecame

behindhim.Zinosatintheloungeandsighed

throwingherheadbackwithSamkeloand

Bongani'swordsplayinginhermind.



InThembisa...

NomayezawasletthroughZulu'sholdingcellashe

frownedsittingup...

Zulu:whatareyoudoinghereyouwitch

Nomayeza:shouldiborrowyouamirrorsothatyou

canseewhatawitchlookslike?

Zulu:youaregoingtoregretmessingwithme

Nomayeza:me?Messwithyou?Youreallythink

highlyofyourselfbrotherimjusttakingwhat

belongstome

Zulu:youwillgetthatinyourdreamsnotwhileim

stillalive

Nomayeza:whatkindofamanareyou?Howcan

youdothistothepersonyouclaimtobeyourfriend?

Cominginwithyourfakeloveknowingwhatyour

intentionsare

Zulu:itsadogeatdogworldifyouarenotwell



equippedforitthenthere'snohowwecanassist

Nomayeza:wellihopeyouknowthesayingwhat

goesaroundcomesbackaround

Zulu:ifyouthinkimgoingtogodownwithouta

fightthenyouhaveanotherthingcoming

Nomayeza:formychildreniwilldoanything

Zulu:whenigodownimtakingyourpreciousfirst

daughterwithtrustme

Nomayeza:iwouldlovetoseeyoutry.Onething

youshouldneverrepeatishurtawomanandher

children

Brian:(wentin)ohhi

Zulu:Brianwhatcanidoforyou?

Brian:icametoinformyouthatyourbailhearing

willbetomorrow

Zulu:thankyou

Brian:goodtoseeyouMrs...okbye



HescoffedwalkingawaywhileNomayezalookedat

himfromdownup...

Zulu:evenpeopledon'tknowhowtoaddressyou

becauseyouareamarriagebitch

Nomayeza:seeyouincourtThemba

Zulu:itwillbemypleasure

Shelookedathimwithherlipscurvedandclicked

hertongueleaving.

AtKumkani'shouse...

Lazercamewithhisgrandmother'steawhile

Kumkanifinishedmakinghiscalculations...

Gogo:and?

Kumkani:fromournextshipmentweshouldbeable



tomakemorethan4million

Gogo:thisiswonderfulnews

Kumkani:indeed

Lazer:howfarwiththefuelingstationdeal?

Kumkani:ohthedealisfinalisedsoconstruction

willbestartingsoon

Gogo:sowherewillyousayyougotthemoneyto

buythefranchisefromimeanyouarejusta21year

oldwhohasn'tbeenemployedanywhere

Kumkani:ihavewelloffparentswhobelieveinself

employment

Gogo:thenyoushouldtalktothem

Kumkani:idon'twanttobutihavenochoice

Gogo:goodbecausethelastthingwewantisto

havethepoliceonourtails

Lazer:theyarealreadyonourtailsgogo

Gogo:buttheyhavenothingyet

Kumkani:exactlybutiwilltalktomyparents.Have



youhandledtherelationissue?

Gogo:yesitoldmyboysbackinThembisatomake

surethateverythinggoeswell

Lazer:whatifthepoliceaskthewrongpeople?

Gogo:peopleofThembisawillhavemyback

anytimeanyday

Lazer:youneverknowgogothere'salwaysthatone

personwho'sdyingtoseeyoudownandout

especiallynowthatyouhavemovedtoabetter

place

Gogo:yournegativityistheonethat'sgoingtodrag

usdown

Kumkani:thankyougogo

Lazer:youknowimonepersonwhoneverturnsa

blindeyetobothadvantagesanddisadvantagesof

something

Gogo:yoh,movingrightalongKumkanionething

weshouldbeawareofisthepeopleweareselling

to.Wearenotdistributorswearedealersihopeyou

bothgetwhatimtalkingabout



Kumkani:ido

Lazer:wellidon't

Kumkani:whatgogoissayingisthatwedon'tsell

toindividualswehaveourowncustomerswhobuy

fromustoselltotheirpeople

Lazer:ohisee.

Gogo:yessoifsomeonecomeshereorbumpsinto

youinthestreetsandasksyouaboutcokeyou

knownothingareweclear

Both:yesma'am

Gogo:good.Tomakinglotsandlotsofmoney

Kumkani:herehere

TheylaughedclickingtheirglasseswhileLazerjust

chuckledsittingback.

Atthekindergarten...



Zinosignedthedocumentsshewascalledforand

madeherwaytohercarasSemakalengcame

runningbehindher...

Semakaleng:hey

Zino:ohhi.(Smiled)howwasthehotellastnight?

Semakaleng:itwasamazingandthankyouso

much

Zino:thepleasureisallmineimgladyouenjoyed

Semakaleng:alot.(Clearedherthroat)Xabatells

methathimandJasonhavemovedbacktohisold

houseandJasonconfirmedthattomewhenigot

towork.Itriedtoaskhimwhybuthesaidishould

talktoyou

Zino:itsnothingwecan'thandle

Semakaleng:areyousure?BecauseXabasounded

abitdownonthephone

Zino:oh?

Semakaleng:yeah



Zino:(sighed)truthiswebrokeup

Semakaleng:ohmyword,why?

Zino:that'snotreallyimportantbutihopeoneday

wewillfindourwaybackintoeachother'slives

Semakaleng:imsosorry

Zino:(scoffed)don'tactlikeyouarenothappylove

Semakaleng:what?

Zino:nevermindbutyouarewelcometostayatmy

houseuntilyoufindyourownspacebecauseXaba

issharingandthere'snowhereyoucansleepthere

Semakaleng:(sighedoutofrelief)thankyouso

muchiwasworriedofwhereiwasgoingtogo

Zino:seeyoulater

Semakaleng:youwillbefineok.Thesethings

happenmylovebutlikeyousaymaybeonedayyou

willfindawaybacktoeachother

Zinoscoffedgettinginhercaranddroveoffwhile

Semakalengsmiledgoingbackinside...



Semakaleng:ihopewefindourwaybacktoone

anothermyfootimgoingtomakesureheforgets

aboutyouthatmanismineandwebelongtogether.

Theboyisminedearhe'ssomine

Shelaughed.

AttheJola's...

BonganiopenedthebedroomdoorforSimmoneas

shegaspedgoingin...

Simmone:ohnolovehowareyoudoing?

Zanele:(swallowed)iwillbefine

Simmone:shameicameassoonasthetrainertold

us

Zanele:thankyou



Simmone:whatreallyhappened?

Zanele:(sighed)ihonestlydon'twanttotalkaboutit

Simmone:it'sokiunderstand.Somedriverscanbe

carelessyouknowtheythinktheyowntheroad

Zanele:howdoyouknowtherewasanotherperson?

Simmone:(scoffed)imjustsayingisn'tmost

accidentsarealwaysbetweentwodrivers

Zanele:ohisee.Welltherewasnootherperson

Simmone:ohokthecarhadafault?

Zanele:yes

Simmone:ohok.Howiseverythingthough?

Zanele:alliswellthankyou

Simmone:(sawaphotoofThembekaandZaneleon

thebedside)isthatyoursister?

Zanele:nothat'smymom

Simmone:awwshelookssoyoungandbeautiful

onewouldsayyouguysaresisters

Zanele:thanks



Simmone:she'sstillalive?(Bonganifrowned)

Zanele:yeah

Simmone:that'samazing.Youknowiwoulddo

anythingtobringbackmymothertolife.Mothers

areeverythingyouknow.Allthesepeoplewould

turntheirbacksonyoubutyourmotherwillalways

standbyyou

Zanele:iwonderwhatkilledher

Simmone:who,mymom?(Sighed)shehad

hypertensiononedayitjustwentupandshenever

camebackfromthehospital

Zanele:awwimsosorrybutiwonderwhatcaused

it.Youknowsometimeswearetheoneswhobring

thesediseasestoourparents

Simmone:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Zanele:maybeoneofherchildrenisacriminalso

shewasalwaysworriedaboutthem

Simmone:no...

Zanele:theygoaboutabductingo...



Bongani:lovewouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Simmone:areyouokZanele?

Zanele:thankyouforvisitingiwouldlovetobe

aloneplease

Simmone:butwe...

Bongani:let'skindlyrespectherwishesplease

Simmone:ohok.Sonodinnerdatelater?

Bongani:asyoucanseeourstateofhealthdoesn't

allowus

Simmone:okit'snotaproblem.Wewillseetoit

nexttime

Zanele:(muttered)ormaybenever

Simmone:huh?

Zanele:iwassayingtellyourmanisaidhi

Simmone:iwill.Itwasgoodseeingyou

ZanelefakesmiledasSimmonemadeherwayout

withBonganifollowingher.Zaneleclenchedher



jawsandrubbedherfacefrustrated...

Zanele:thenerveofthiswitch.

AftermakingsureSimmonedroveoutKennedy

sighedclosingthefrontdoorashisphonerang...

Bongani:myman

Kennedy:longtime

Bongani:whatcanisayyouhavechosenmywife

overme(theylaughed)

Kennedy:areyoucomplaining?

Bongani:ofcoursewearefriendsman

Kennedy:okhowaboutimakeituptoyou?

Bongani:mywifewasinanaccidentjohsoidon't

wanttoleaveheralone

Kennedy:ohyeahwellicancometoyourhouse

then.Youcaninviteyourother2friendsandwewill



haveaminihangoutsession

Bongani:that'siftheyarenotbusyimeantheother

oneisanewfathersochancesofhimshowingup

areslim

Kennedy:justmakesurehecomesiwanttogetto

knowthembetter

Bongani:(laughed)iwouldtrymybest

Kennedy:thankyou.Soyouwanttotellmethatyou

don'trememberathingaboutyourchildhood?

Bongani:zero

Kennedy:oneofthesedaysimgoingtotryandjog

yourmemoryabit

Bongani:thatwouldbegreat

Kennedy:soyouareupforit?

Bongani:anythingtoremembermychildhood

buddy

Kennedy:weareonthen

Bongani:cool.Wewilltalklaterneh



Kennedy:sure

TheyhungupasBonganiwentupwhileKennedy

satbackinhisoffice...

Kennedy:Bongani,Bongani,Bongani

Hesaidsoftlyswinginghischairbitinghislowerlip.

InDubai...

Thembekablinkedopeninghereyestryingtomove

butrealisedshecouldn't.Sheblinkedthemmore

onlytorealisethatshehasbeentied...

Thembeka:whatthe...

Guy:helloonceagainmamaitsme

Thembeka:whatthehellisthis!?Whatthehellis



happening,whereismysister?Wearesupposedto

be...

Guy:onyourwayhome?(Laughed)yeahright.You

arenotdealingwithamateursmama

Thembeka:fuckyou

Ndlovu:ittakestwo

Thembeka:whothehellareyouandwherethefuck

ismysister?

Ndlovu:somewheresafe

Thembeka:whathaveyoudonetoher!?

Ndlovu:calmdownmamacalmdown.Ishouldsay

youreallycanputagoodfightimhonestly

impressed

Thembeka:whatiswrongwith...

ShefrozeseeingThando'sphotowithherthroatslit

asshescreamed...



Thembeka:Thando!Whatthefuckhaveyoudone!?

Ndlovu:nowlet'sseewhatyourdaughtersays

whensheseesthis

Thembeka:youcunt!Youaregoingtopayforthis!

Sheburstintotearsasthescreenwentdarkwhile

theyoungmanputatapeoverhermouth.Inhis

stationtheinformatswallowedandrubbedhisface

afterlisteningon...

Man:shit!(HedialedZino)

Zino:hi

Man:itlooksliketheyhavekilledyouraunt

Zino:(stoodup)what!?

Man:andtheyaregoingtocontactZanele

Zinoswallowedasherphonefellfromherhand

withtearsrollingdown.Shesatbackdownblinking



andcoveredhermouthwithherhandsilentlycrying.

BackattheJola's...

Zaneleclickedhertongueandtookherphone

sendingKennedyamessage...

:weneedtotalk

Amessagereportedonherphoneanditwasthe

samenumberthat'sbeensendinghervideos.She

openeditonlyforhereyestolandonaphotoofher

lifelessauntwithamessage...

:wherearemybrothers

Zanele:(shouted)Bongani!?

^

^



^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:26] :ZANELE

68

Bonganidroppedtheglasshehadonhishandin

thekitchenrunninguptohisshoutingwife...

Zanele:Bongani!?

Bongani:what'sgoingonimhere

Zanele:whatdidisaytoyouguys?Didinotsaywe

mustfinishoffthesepeople?

Bongani:youcan'tseriouslycallmethisloudfor

that

Zanele:(threwherphoneathim)takealook



Hetookitwithafrownonandasheopenedithis

eyeswidenedlookingatthepictureofThandowith

anopenthroat...

Bongani:what!?

Zanele:(breathingheavily)myauntisnomore

Bongani

Bongani:nothiscan'tbe.Ndlovucannotdothisto

us

Zanele:wellthereyouhaveit

Bongani:(triedtocallthenumber)shit!

HesaidthrowingZanele'sphoneonthebedand

pacedaroundwithhishandsonhisheadwhile

Zanelelookedathimwithtearsbuildinginher

eyes...

Zanele:wherehasyourplantakenyou?Nowhere,

butithastakenmyaunt,mymother'sonlysiblingto



thegrave!MyauntBongani,myaunt!

Bongani:iknowZaneleimsorrybutwedidn'twant

toriskit

Zanele:tohellwithriskingit!Youtookyourfucking

timetosavemymotherandauntnowlook!

Bongani:don'ttalktomelikethatZanele

Zanele:noBonganihowdoyouthinkmymotheris

feelingnow,huh?Whatiftheyhavekilledhertoo?

Bonganiiwouldneverforgiveyoushouldthese

peoplekillmymotheriswearonmydaughter's

grave!

Bongani:reallynowZanele?Doyouforgetthe

personwhoputusinthispositioninthefirstplace?

Itsyouandyoursonsodon'tsitthereandactlikea

victim(sheburstintotears)it'sthetruthandyou

knowitZanelenomatterhowmuchtearsyoucry

youarethereasonbehindallthismess!Ifyoudidn't

wanttojumpineverytimeKumkanimessedupwe

wouldn'tbehere,ifyoutoldmethefirsttimeyou

realisedKumkaniwasdealingwithdrugswe

wouldn'tbeherenow.Youmightnotevengetto



buryyourauntdoyourealisewhatyouhavedone!?

YourauntdiedinanothercountryZanelemilesand

milesawayanditsallyourdamnfault!Ihaveto

makeacall

HesaidleavingandslammedthedoorwhileZanele

lookedatitwithafrownandtearsonherfacewhile

breathingheavily.Sheswallowedandwipedthe

tearswithherotherhandandthrewherheadonthe

headboardwithhereyesclosedandstarted

twitchingherfingerswhilebitinghertongue.The

imageofherauntlifelessdauntedherasshe

screamedandgrabbedapillowthrowingittothe

mirror...

Zanele:fuckyouSimmone!

MeanwhileinthestudyBonganishookhishead

pacingaroundwaitingforZinotoanswerherphone.

Hercardroveinasshegotoffandraninside



Zino:Bongs!?Bongani!

Bongani:(frowned)iminthestudywhyareyounot

answeringyourphone?

Zino:wehaveaproblem

Bongani:(swallowed)youheard?

Zino:theguycalledme

Bongani:andZaneleisgoingcrazyupthereim

afraidshe'sgoingtoendupkillingtheNdlovu's

wetherwelikeitornot

Zino:ihavejustspokentoBulldozerandZozskito

nottakehercalls

Bongani:whoarethose?

Zino:theguyshesometimesgetstodoherjob

Bongani:doyouthinktheywillcooperate?Whatif

shethreatensthem?

Zino:igavethemasternwarningandiboughtthem

ticketstogotoCapetownsoevenifshemanages

toreachthemtheywon'tcomenow



Bongani:ok.Weneedtomakeourfirstmoveto

ensurethatThembekadoesn'tgethurt

Zino:iagreewithyouandthesoonerwedothatthe

better

Bongani:yesthistimearoundtheyalsosenta

messagesaying"wherearemybrothers"

Zino:bloodyshittheyarebusysellingdangerous

thingstopeopleandthinktheywillliveforever

Bongani:let'snotforgetthatoursonisapartof

themnow

Zino:imhonestlygoingtogiveKumkaniagood

hidingwheniseehimwewouldn'tbehereifit

weren'tforhim

Bongani:andhismotherisstillprotectinghim

Zanele:becausethat'smydutyasamother.Thatis

somethingiwoulddoforeachofyoubutyoufailed

myaunt

Zino:Zanelehowdidyougetdownhere?

Zanele:thatdoesn'tmatterwhatmattersisknowing

whenwearegoinginfortheNdlovu's



Zino:wearenotgoingtokillanyoneZanele

Zanele:ourauntjustgotkilledZinoorwhat,isit

becauseshe'snotyourblood?That'swhyyouhave

beendraggingyourfeet?

Bongani:Zanelethat'snotfair

Zino:youhavejustbrokenmyheart

Zanele:sincewhenareyouthispersonZino?Since

whendoyougosoftwithsituationslikethis?What

isit,youwanttocashinonthepoliciesyoucovered

theminhuh?Bonganiisitaboutthemoney?

Bongani:youaredilutional

Zino:ithinkimgoingtogo

Zanele:yeahrightitsclearnowthatyoudon'twant

myparentstolive

Zinoswallowedapainfullumplookingatherand

leftwhileBonganisighedsittingdown...

Zanele:areyougoingtositthereoryouaregoingto



dosomethingaboutthepeoplewhohaveyourin

lawsormaybeishouldtakecareofeverything

myself?

Nurse:(wentin)Mr...ohyouarehere,MrsJolayou

havetobein...

Zanele:youshutit!Doyouknowthepainoflosing

someonewhiletheyaremilesaway?

Nurse:but...

Zanele:isaidshutit!

Thenurseswallowedandleftembarassedwhile

BonganiscoffedandleftasZanelescoffedtooand

satdown...

Zanele:wow.Youdoalotforpeopleandthey

choosetowalkawaywhenyouneedthemthemost.

Talkaboutbeingungrateful(sheclickedhertongue

andtookherphone)iguessihavetodothisonmy

ownlikeeverytime



ShesaidcallingKennedywhileoutsideBongani

droveout.HefrownedlookingatZino'scarand

parkedgoingtoit.Shesniffedinsideandrolled

downthewindowasheknockedonit...

Bongani:areyouok?

Zino:(burstintotears)imhurt!

Bongani:imsosorry.Nottryingtospeakforherbut

let'stryandunderstandthatit'sthepaintalking

Zino:butwearesistersBonganishe'ssupposed

to...(swallowed)she'ssupposedtotrustme.Isit

becauseimnotblood?Ithoughtshelovedme

Bongani,ithought...

ShecriedmoreasBonganiswallowedandhelped

heroutofthecarhuggingher...

Bongani:shelovesyoutrustmeonthatoneshe

reallydo



Hehuggedhertightlywhileshehystericallycriedin

hisarms.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

InThembisa...

LeratowhistledgoingintheofficeandgreetedXaba

thencontinuedwithherwhistling...

Xaba:canyoupleasekeepitdownimtryingto

focushere

Lerato:haiboXabait'sstillearlytobethatserious

Xaba:someofushavetoworkourbuttsoffweare

notdatingourbossesafterall

Lerato:excuseme?(Hekeptquiet)what'swrong

withyou?ImyoursuperiorhereXabadon'tyoudare



talktomelikethat

Xaba:imsorryboss.Detective

Lerato:youaregoingthroughsomethingandimnot

goingtoallowyoutomakemeyourpunchingbag

Xaba:what'swrongwithyou?

Lerato:what'swrongwithme?

Xaba:yesyou,women

Lerato:(sighed)okXabawhat'sgoingonwithyou?

It'sbeen2daysnowofyouactingfunny

Xaba:it'snothing

Lerato:justyesterdayyouwerebusyangrywith

filesherenowyouarebeingpetty,what'sgoingon?

Xaba:youwereright

Lerato:aboutwhat?

Xaba:theJola's

Lerato:oh,isee

Xaba:howcanZinodothistome?

Lerato:whatdidshedo?



Xaba:(swallowed)nothing

Lerato:reallynow?

Xaba:canwejustdropitnow?

Lerato:whatdidyoufindXaba?

Xaba:nothing

Lerato:Xabayouarenotgoingtodothat

Xaba:dowhat?Isaidifoundnothingandagain

withallduerespect,itsnoneofyourbusiness

Lerato:didsheconfessthatshekilledtheyoung

boyorthatshestolethereportfile?

Xaba:imgoingtoworkintheinterrogation

Lerato:Xabawait

Xaba:byedetective

HetookhisfilesandleftwhileLeratosquinther

eyesandclickedhertongue...

Lerato:thosedogsdaysarefinallyhere.It'spay



backtimeandimnotgoingtorestuntiltheyareall

lockedaway

Sheclickedhertongueagainwhilebythedoor

Xabashookhisheadandwenton.

AttheDlomo's...

InhispyjamasSbuopenedthegateforBonganias

hedrovein.Hewenttothekitchenandputthe

kettleonwhileBonganiwentinthehouse...

Bongani:goodmorningimsosorrytobotheryou

thisearlymyguy

Sbu:it'sokicouldtellfromyourvoicethatyouare

notok.Coffeeortea?

Bongani:strongblackcoffeewithadashofwhiskey

please

Sbu:ok,what'sgoingon?



Bongani:theykilledher

Sbu:(heartskipped)who?

Bongani:Zanele'saunt

Sbu:areyoubeingforrealnow?

Bongani:yeahtheysentherapictureyesterdayand

ourguyheardthemtalkingtomamaTihavenever

heardhercrylikethat

Sbu:damnmanthat'sbadhowisZanele?

Bongani:she'soutofcontrolandidon'tknowhowi

cangethertothinkstraight.Shewantstokillthe

peoplewhotookher

Sbu:icanonlyimaginewhatshe'sgoingthrough.

Youleftheralone?

Bongani:ihonestlyneededsomeair

Sbu:whatifshegoesonwithherplan?

Bongani:shecan'tpullatriggerwhilehurtandcan't

drivewithoneleg

Sbu:it'snotlikeshedoesn'thavepeoplewhowould

doitforher



Bongani:Zinotookcareofthemandspeakingof

Zino,Zanelesaidsomehurtfulthingstoher

Sbu:aboutherbeingadopted?

Bongani:it'slikeyouwerethere

Sbu:shamehowdidshetakeit?

Bongani:shewashurtobviouslybutmanagedto

calmdown.Ispoketoheronmywayhere

Sbu:ifeelforyoubutidon'twanttobeinyour

shoesrightnow

Bongani:ohtrustmeyoudon't.Dealingwitha

stubbornwifeisnojoke

Sbu:yeahneh

Bongani:where'sSammy?

Sbu:feedingthebabythisgirleatsalotah

Bongani:(scoffedsmiling)remindsmeofmy

daughterwhenshewasababy.Ithinkishouldvisit

hergraveintheafternoonitsbeenlongsinceiwent

toitmaybethingswouldbemuchbetter

Sbu:youshould.What'syourplananyway?



Bonganisighedandtookasipofhiscoffeeasthey

continuedtochat.

AttheJola's...

Thehousehelperbroughtherteawhilethenurse

madesureshewascomfortableonthecouch...

Zanele:eyshimnotababymanimfine

Nurse:ihonestlydon'tunderstandwhy...

Sheglaredatherassheswallowedandheadedout

whileKennedycamein...

Kennedy:knockknockinthehouse

Zanele:inthelounge

Kennedy:goodmorning



Zanele:hi.Wouldyoulovesomecoffeeortea?

Kennedy:teapleaserooibos

Zanele:ok.Lovepleasemakemyvisitorapotof

rooibos

Helper:okma'am

Kennedy:what'supigotyourtextandyoucalled.

Yousoundedagitated

Zanele:someonejustkilledmyaunt

Kennedy:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Zanele:andthepeoplewhoshouldbedealingwith

thisarenotdoinganything.Literallynothingallthey

doissitinfrontofcomputersandpressthemand

keepsaying"wearenotgoingtodothiswearenot

goingtodothat"nowlook

Kennedy:sowhatdoyouwantmetodoforyou?

Zanele:ineedyourhelp

Kennedy:with?

Zanele:rememberyouofferedto...(thehelperput

thepotdown)thankslove.(Clearedherthroat)



rememberyouofferedtogetridofsomeoneforme

atthegym?

Kennedy:(scoffedsmiling)itwasajoke

Zanele:wellsheandherhusbandaretheonewho

tookmyauntandmother

Kennedy:(choked)what!?Youmeanthesoft

spokenSimmone?

Zanele:softspokenmyshitthatbitchisawolfin

sheepskin

Kennedy:areyoubeingforreal?

Zanele:yesandiwantthemdead

Kennedy:Zaneleyouknowwhatyouareaskingof

meisnotaneasythingtodoright?

Zanele:ifyoumakesurethatithappenstheniwill

buyinyourbusinesses

Kennedy:(scoffed)ZaneleJolaimnotonetobe

bought

Zanele:imnottryingtobuyyou.Consideritasmy

wayofsayingthankyouwellitwillhappenonceim



certainthattheyaredead

Kennedy:butyouknowthisisgoingtotieus

togetherforgood?

Zanele:iknowandimwillingtotaketherisk

Kennedy:youknowmysisterisacopsoletme

thinkaboutit.Giveme24hrstogetbacktoyou

Zanele:comeonKennedyyouhavedeadbodieson

yournamealready

Kennedy:don'tpushitpleaseandthisshouldbethe

firstandthelasttimeyoumentionthattotryand

putmeinacorner

Zanele:imsorry

Kennedy:noreallyidon'tappreciateit.Itoldyou

thatinconfidencenotforyoutouseitagainstme

andjustsoyouknowshouldiagreetothisideaof

yoursitdoesn'tmeaniwillbeyourpushover.The

lastthingyoushouldeverthinkofistothreatenme

becauseyoudon'tknowwhatimcapableof.Imnot

ahitman

Zanele:imsorryMrSeboko



Kennedy:apologyacceptedandiwillthinkabout

whatyoujustaskedofme

Zanelesighedandtookasipfromherteawhile

Kennedysmiledbehindhiscup.

InCourt...

Officer:allrise!

TheyalldidasthejudgewalkedinwiththeZulu's

ontheothersideandtheJola'sonanother...

Judge:youmaybeseated(theydid)defence

Brian:thankyoumyLordandgoodmorning.My

Lordimherewithmyclienttogethimbailbecause

hedoesn'tdeservetobeinthatcell.Allwehave

herearetextmessagesandrecordedphonecalls.

Aretheyauthenticwedonotknowthatanduntil



thenirequestformyclienttobereleasedonbail

untiltheproofbeforeusisproventobeauthentic.

Thankyou

Judge:thankyoudefence.ProsecutorBambatha

Mgqobi:ithankyoumyLord.MyLordwhywould

wewasteourtimecomingwithproofthat'snot

authentic?

Zulu:totryandbringmedownthat'swhy

Judge:silenceMrZulu.Doyouwantmetocharge

youwithobstructionofcourtproceedingsnow?(He

keptquiet)ithoughtasmuch.Continueprosecutor

Mgqobi:thismandoesn'tdeservebailyourhonour

itsplainstatedinblackandwhitethatthismanis

theonebehindMsThandiweButhelezi'saccident,

leavingtwochildrenmotherless.He'sadangerto

thecommunityespeciallytoMsNombuleloJolaas

she'stheonewhoreportedhimdespiteallthe

threats.Againshouldhebegivenbailhewould

definitelyfleethecountryyourhonourandthisis

whatwecall"beingaflightrisk"MsThandiwe

Butheleziandherchildrendeservejusticeandwe



areacourtthatpridesitselfwiththat.Ithankyou

Judge:thankyouprosecutor.Courtwillgofor30

minutesrecesstogoandlookintotheproof

providedandalsothestatements.(Hitthegavel)

Officer:allrise!

Theyalldidashemadehiswayout.Nomvulaand

hersistertooktheirseatswhileZulu,hiswife,kids

andBrianwentoutsideescortedby2officers...

Mgqobi:whydidn'tyourmothercome?

Nomvula:shesaidshewantedtovisitafriend.Did

youhearthatZanele'sauntpassedon?

Mgqobi:oh,whathappened?

Nomvula:itsstillafamilymatternooneknows

besidesus.SheandThembekawereabducted

Mgqobi:shamethat'sbadhavetheyfoundmamaT

though?

Nomvula:nobutweknowwheretheyarekept



Mgqobi:whydon'ttheyinvolvethepolicethen?

Nombulelo:youcanaskthatagain.Theydon'twant

tosaywhy

Mgqobi:but...youknowwhatlet'sleavethatone.

Areyouokthough?

Nombulelo:imscaredifhegetsbail.Youknow

thosethreatswere...

Mgqobi:stoprightthere.Doyouwanttoendupin

prisonaswell?

Nombulelo:ofcoursenot

Mgqobi:thensticktothescriptorelseyouwillfind

yourselfinacorrectionalservicedress.Asfaras

weareconcernedthosemessagesweresentby

Themba

Nombulelo:ok

Mgqobi:let'sgograbasnackandtalkabout

somethingelse

Theyfollowedhimout.



InThembisa...

Nomayezamadesurehercarwaslockedand

lookedaroundgoinginthehousewherePontsho

smiledputtingapotofteaandsconesonthetable...

Pontsho:youdon'tknowhowhappyiwaswhenyou

toldmeyouarecomingover

Nomayeza:(chuckled)pleasetellmethoseare

choclatechipmuffins?

Pontsho:justthewayyoulikethemimadethem

speciallyforyou

Nomayeza:ohmywordyoudon'tknowhowmuchi

missedandlovedthese(tookabite)andtheystill

tasteasgood

Pontsho:(smiled)youarewelcome.Iheardonthe

newsthatyourhusbandwasarrestedhisbail

hearingislivetheywentfora30minutesrecess

whatareyoudoinghere?



Nomayeza:myhusbanddiedyearsagodear

Pontsho:iseverythingok?

Nomayeza:noandyes

Pontsho:youknowyoucantellmeanything

Nomayeza:thatsonofabitchstolefromus.Ican't

believeiusedmychildren'sinheritancetohelphim

buythatcompanyandthenforcedthemtosellthe

onlyhousewehadandguesswhatitwasbought

byhisfriend

Pontsho:wowsothingsarethatbad?

Nomayeza:trustmebutimdivorcinghimshame

I'mnotgoingtostaywithsomeonelikethat.

Pontsho:hohlakanaletabayahoreonyetse(plus

he'smarriedalready)

Nomayeza:kabanafelababatonahampe(with

twogrownkids)

Pontsho:satanelebannakedinamelathabakeaho

jwetsa(menandthedevilarecutfromthesame

cloth)



Nomayeza:(laughed)youcansaythatagain

Pontsho:butthennowhe'stryingtogetbailfor

murderingacolleaguewhatisgoingonthere?

Nomayeza:heactuallydiditandthreatenedmy

daughtertokeepquietsayinghewillkillallofus

Pontsho:heebathonglona!Thismanisthatmuch

ofasnake?

Nomayeza:imtellingyoubuthemessedwiththe

wrongfamilyshamehe'sgoingtoknowwhatwe

aremadeof

Pontsho:Dumisanimustbedisappointedwherever

heis

Nomayeza:andican'tbelieveilethimsleepinmy

husbandbed(clickedhertongue)thatdouble

tonguesnake

Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchup.

Backincourt...



Theytooktheirseatsafterthejudgeorderedthem

ashefixedhisglassesandafileinfrontofhim...

Judge:thecourthaswentthroughtheproof

providedbyprosecutionandbothstatementsfrom

thedefenceandprosecution.Justasprosecutor

Bambathastatedthiscourtpridesitselfinensuring

thatcitizensofthiscountrygetthejusticethey

deservebutallthiscanbedoneifwehaveenough,

concreteandsubstantialproof(Nombulelo

swallowed)withthatsaidmayihaveMrThemba

Zuluonhisfeetplease(hestoodup)MrZuluthis

courthasgonethroughtheproofandwecansurely

saythecallsandmessagesweredefinitelysent

fromyourphone

Zulu:buti...

Judge:youkeepshutwhileimspeakingorelsei

willhaveyouthrowninthatcellfasterthatyoucan

blink.Asiwassayingtheproofhasbeenprovento

beauthenticandwealsobelievethatapersonwho



isabletodothiskindofthingisadangertothe

communityandgivenyourstatureyouarealsoa

flightrisk.MrZuluallofyouraccountswillbe

frozenandthecompanywillbecloseddownuntil

yourtrialends

Khethiwe:what!?

Judge:settledownMiss!Howeveryouremployees

willbepaiduntileverythinghasbeenresolved.With

allthatsaidMrThembaZuluyouwillbewaitingfor

yourtrialbehindbarsthatmeansyouhavebeen

deniedbail.(Hisfamilyshooktheirheads)Datesfor

yourtrialwillbecommunicatedtotherightpeople.

Courtisadjourned

Hehitthegavelandmadehiswayoutwhile

KhethiwelookedatNombulelowithafrownonher

face...

Lindai:youhavehumiliatedusdad

Lindiwe:idon'tknowificouldevercallyoudad



again

Zulu:don'tworrymykidsallofthiswillberesolved

soon

TheprisonguardstookhimawaywhileKhethiwe

wenttotheJola's...

Khethiwe:youmighthavetakenhimtoprisonfor

nowbuttrustmewearenotgoingdownwithouta

fight

Nombulelo:bringyourbestshots

Khethiwe:(scoffedlookingatherfromdownup)

youreallyloveembarrassingyourselvesneh?Yeah

right

Shechuckledleavingavoidingthemediaasthey

triedtogetacommentfromher.

Atthefield...



Annegotoffhercarandlookedaroundandbackon

hertab...

Anne:thisistheexactlocation

Shesaidwalkingaroundandsawaburnthelicopter.

Sheheadedtoitandfoundaburntphonebutwith

notraceofhumanremains...

Anne:whathappenedhere?

Shesaidputtingthephoneinaplasticbagand

frownedseeingwhatlookedlikeatrailofblood.She

decidedtofollowthetrailonlytoleadherintoa

bush.ShesighedandtookherphonecallingMolao.

AttheNdlovu's...



SimmonegaveNdlovuhisfoodthenmadesureshe

hadeverythinginherbag...

Simmone:havetheyreachedoutyet?

Ndlovu:theytriedtocallbuttheyhaven'tsentany

messages

Simmone:theirsilenceisacallforconcernnow

there'snowaypeoplewouldbethisquietafter

seeingsomethinghorrific

Ndlovu:welltheydon'tknowwhoitis

Simmone:buttheyhaveanideanowfromthetext

wesent

Ndlovu:stilltheydon'tknowtheidentityofthe

personbehindallthis.Ithinkweshouldputmore

pressureonthemandshakehermotherupabit

Simmone:truebutbeforethatpleasecheckonthe

kids

Ndlovu:yesloveiwillaftertheirclasses



Simmone:okbabe.Seeyouinabitok

Ndlovu:iloveyou

Simmone:iloveyoumore

Shekissedhimandtookherbagwhileheduginhis

food.Hispersonalphonereportedamessageashe

sighedopeningit...

Ndlovu:what!?

Simmone:(turnedbythedoor)whatisitlove?

Ndlovu:(swallowed)ihavejustbeensentpictures

ofourkidsintheirclasses

Simmone:nowayletmesee!

Shesaiddroppingherbagonthefloorandgrabbed

thephoneasatextcamethrough...

:theeldestlovesherstrawberryicecream



shameandwoulddoanythingforit

Simmone:ohno

Ndlovu:whatnow?

Sheswallowedandgavehimthephoneandhesat

backandpunchedthetable...

Ndlovu:shitman!Shit!Shit!Shit!

^

^

^

^

^
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Simmone:thisisgettingoutofcontrolnow,noi

can'thavemykidscaughtupinthismess

Ndlovu:lovecalmdown

Simmone:calmdown?Babeareyoutellingmeto

calmdownwheniknowsomeonemighthurtmy

kidsanysecondfromnow?Nowehavetodropthis

wholethingrightnow

Ndlovu:excuseme?

Simmone:yesNdlovubringbackthatoldwitchand

herdeadsisteriwon'thavemykidsgethurtover

peoplewhosawitoktobeidiots

Ndlovu:watchhowyouspeakofmybrothersthose

aremymother'schildren

Simmone:yesiunderstandthatandimsorrybut

areyouwillingtoloseachildNdlovu?

Ndlovu:ofcoursenotSimmone.Canyoujustsit

downforasecondplease!

Simmone:willthatensurethatmy,ourchildrenare

safe?(Ndlovusighed)ididn'tthinkso

Ndlovu:oktellme,howareyougoingtocomeup



withabetterplanifyouareallovertheplace?

Simmone:iwantmychildrenthat'sall.Idon'tcare

whathappensorwhodoeswhatalliwantismy

kidsplease!

Ndlovu:(sighed)buthowdidtheyfindthem?No

oneknowswhereourchildrenarenotevenclose

family

Simmone:idon'tknowandidon'tcare.Bookmea

flighttoPolandrightnow

Ndlovu:(frowned)what!?Areyoucrazy?

Simmone:orshoulditaketheprivatejet?

Ndlovu:youarecrazysitdown(shejuststoodthere)

isaidsityourassdown!

Shepoutedandpulledputachairflippingherhair...

Ndlovu:good.Nowlistentome,youaregoingto

calmdownandyouaregoingtomakesurethatyou

getthebestpeopleforthisassignment



Simmone:whatassignment?

Ndlovu:theyshoulddigdeepintoZanele'spast

Simmone:whatiftheyfindnothing?

Ndlovu:awomanlikeherhastohaveadarkerpast

Simmone:let'sjusttakehertothepolice

Ndlovu:whatwillyoutellthemwhentheyaskwhy

shekilledthembecauseshe'sgoingtotellthetruth

Simmone:(gruntedannoyed)fuck!

Ndlovu:theonlyweaponwewillhavenowisfinding

somethingaboutherpastevenifitmeansbreaking

inherhousetodig

Simmone:(sighed)okiwillgetonitbutwhatabout

ourchildren?Wejustkilledherauntshe'sgoingto

killoneofthem

Ndlovu:imgoingtobeefuptheirsecurity

Simmone:youbettermakesurethisworksorelsei

wouldneverforgiveyouifanythinghappenstoour

girls

Ndlovu:haveieverdisappointedyou?



Simmone:nobut...

Ndlovu:nobuts.Justgetonwhatiaskedofyou.

Cleanyourselfupandbestrong

Simmone:whataboutthemother?

Ndlovu:ThembekaMsomiisnotgoinganywhere

untiliseemybrothers.Thetimeshewillleaveis

whenisendherbacktohercreator.Thiswitch

killedmy2brotherssoimnotgoingtorestuntilher

motheris6feetunderthegroundwhatever

happensThembekaMsomiisnotgoingtowalkout

ofthisalive

Hesaidstrokinghisbeardwhilehiswifeshookher

headandtookherphonemakingafewcalls.

AttheStation...

Molaoranintohisofficeandansweredhisphone

justasitwasabouttocut...



Molao:MsVanLeesburg

Anne:thisismy5thtimecallingyou

Molao:imsorryileftmyphoneintheofficewhilein

ameeting.Whydidn'tyougetholdofDetective

Seboko?

Anne:hersisnotgoingthrough

Molao:oh,imreallysorryforthat

Anne:anywayicalledtoletyouknowthati

managedtotrackZanele'slocationonSundayand

itisinsomedodgyfieldinVereeniging

Molao:okdidyoufindsomething?

Anne:aburnthelicopter

Molao:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Anne:yesandaphonethatcouldbethevictim'sbut

what'sshockingisthatthere'snohumanremains

here

Molao:oh?



Anne:yeahbutthere'satrailofwhatseemslike

bloodicutoutafewgrassesthathavethedroplets

andwillbetakingthemfortesting.Thistrailleads

intothebushandican'tgointheresoimgoingto

needyoutodeployasearchteam

Molao:okbutareyousuretherearenohuman

remainsatall?Imeanifthathelicopterburneditfell

fromtheskyandtherewereobviouslythepilotand

maybeValentinesotherehastobesomething

Anne:unfortunatelythere'snothingmaybethepilot

jumpedout

Molao:ok.Onceyouhavetheresultsofthose

dropletsletmeknowsothatitakeherinfor

questioning

Anne:noproblem.I'lltalktoyousoon

Theyhungupashesighedputtinghisphonedown

andthedooropened...

Lerato:colonel



Molao:oh,justthepersoniwantedtosee.Anne

hasbeentryingtoreachyou

Lerato:mybatterydiedbutimchargingnow.What's

up?

Molao:shemanagedtogetZanele'slocationon

SundayanditwasatafieldinVereeniging.She

foundaburnthelibutwithnohumanremains.The

onlythingshefoundwasaburntphoneandsome

dropletsonthegrassleadingintothebushwhich

seemedtobeblood

Lerato:heebanna

Molao:yeahsoineedyoutodeployasearchteam

tothererightaway

Lerato:okillbeonitcolonelbutwhat'stheway

forward?

Molao:she'sgoingtohavethedropletstestedand

iftheycomematchingValentine'sbloodthenwe

willhavetotakeherinforquestioning

Lerato:greatandthereasonicameherewas

becauseithinkweneedtocornerXabaanddigthe



truthoutofhim.Itlookslikethereistroublein

paradisebuthedoesn'twanttosay

Molao:youthinkitwouldwork?

Lerato:it'stheonlyway

Molao:okwewillscheduleitwhenwearebothfree

fornowgodeployasearchtimewhileigoto

anothermeeting

Lerato:yessir

Shesalutedastheysmiledatoneanotherandleft.

AttheZulu's...

Khethiwesighedthrowingherbagonthecouchand

pouredherselfaglassofwhiskey...

Lindiwe:whatdowedonowma?

Lindani:ubabajusthumiliatedusinfrontofthe



wholeofSouthAfricahowdowesurvivefromthat?

Khethiwe:that'sallyoucareabout?Thelevelof

embarassmentyouareyettoface?

Lindiwe:ofcoursemahowdoyouexpectustolive

freelyknowingthatpeoplewillbepointingfingersat

uscallingusabantwanabesgebengu?Hainoma

no

Khethiwe:weareabouttoloseeverythingyoutwo

idiots,everythingyourfatherworkedhardforall

theseyears

Lindiwe:iwouldratherloseeverythingthantohave

myreputationdraggedinthemudbysomeonewho

leftusforasolid10years

Lindani:nje

Khethiwe:iphireputation?Huh?Whichreputation

whileyouareamere19yearold?

Lindiwe:mayouknowimaninfluencerihave

followersandsincethiswholedebaclemy

followinghasdroppedandthat'snotgoodforthe

brandsimrepresenting.Soontheywillbepulling



theircontracts

Khethiwe:wellifyoudon'twantthemtopulltheir

contractsthenyouaregoingtohavetohelpme

fightforyourdad

Lindani:iforoneimontrialforjoiningtheAmazulu

footballclubwhatiftheynolongerwanttowork

withme?Yourhusbandisruiningourlivesmahai

ngeke

Lindiwe:andyouwant...(herphonerang)yousee

theyarestartingtocall.Shouldthesepeoplepull

theircontractI'mgoingtodisownubabaiswear

Shesaidgoingupstairsansweringashertwin

brotherfollowedher.Khethiwepouredherself

anotherglassandsatdown...

Khethiwe:influenceryo'kunuka,youcan'tevenbuy

yourselfacarandhavethegutstospeakabout

contractsaisokaman



Shedownedtheglassandtookherphonecalling

Brian.

Atthestation...

SemakalengknockedonXabaandLerato'soffice

ashewelcomedherin...

Semakaleng:(smiled)hi

Xaba:hiwhatareyoudoinghereareyounot

supposedtobeatwork?

Semakaleng:imonabreaksoithoughtishould

bringyousomethingtoeat.Leshidishidi

Xaba:ohokthanks

Semakaleng:it'syourfavoriteMthembuatleast

pretendtobehappy

Xaba:ihonestlyhavealottodoheresopleaseif

youdon'tmindkindlyexcuseme



Semakaleng:(swallowed)ohwow.(Clearedher

throat)Jasontellsmeyouaregoodwithhelping

himwithhishomework

Xaba:he'smysonafterall

Semakaleng:howaboutwegosomewhere

tomorrow?Justthe3ofusitwillbeaSaturday

afterall

Xaba:ihonestlydon'tunderstandwhatyouarestill

doinghere

Semakaleng:thisisforthechildXaba.Heshould

seethatevenifwearenottogetherwestillwant

what'sbestforhim

Xaba:yeahright.Thanksbutnothanksmysonand

iwillbeokandbesideshesayshewantstohang

outwithZino

Semakaleng:oh

Xaba:yesnowgo

Semakaleng:soyouaregoingtoprioritiseanex

overyourson'smother?

Xaba:awuthixowam,mmewamosothocanyou



pleasego

Semakaleng:Xabaistillcare(heburstintoalaugh)

imseriousandiwantyoutoknowthatiwillalways

behereifyouwanttotalk

Xaba:youarethelastpersoniwouldwanttotalkto

aboutmyprivatelife.Justgobeforeigetyou

thrownoutofhere

Semakaleng:Xaba

Xaba:officers,offi...

Semakaleng:okokI'llgobutjustknowthati...

Xaba:officers!?

ShesighedandtookherbagleavingwhileXaba

scoffedsittingback...

Xaba:abafazikodwa.Mhlaumbeumtukumeleabe

sis'bhuti(womenthough.Maybeapersonshould

justbegay)becausewow



AttheJola's...

Bongani:anyresponseyet?

Zino:nothingyet

Bongani:eyshheshouldhaverespondedbynow.

Whatisourguysaying?

Zino:therehasn'tbeencommunicationfromthat

side.It'sjustquiet

Bongani:he'stryingtocomeupwithaplansowe

shouldputmorepressureonhimanddistracthim

untilhegivesin

Zino:whatdoyouthink?

Bongani:secondphaseofourplancontactyour

friendinPoland

Zino:ok

ShetookherphoneasZaneleopenedthedoor...



Zanele:Zinocanihaveawordwithyou?Inprivate

Bongani:okiwillgocallhim

Zino:alright(heleftasZanelelimpedtoherseat)

Zanele:hi

Zino:hi

Zanele:iunderstandwhyyouaregivingmeacold

shouldersoiwanttocomeandsincerelyapologize

Zino:oh?

Zanele:yeah.Thethingsisaidtoyoulastnight

werejusthurtfulandunfair.Ishouldn'thavetake

myfrustrationsoutonyou.Youhavebeenbymy

sideallmylifeevenwhenyoulivedoverseasand

insteadofbeinggratefulandpatientibecame

ungratefulsoimreallysorryandiguaranteeyou

thatitwouldnevereverhappenagain.Nomatter

whatiwillalwaysappreciateyourefforts.Imightbe

smartbutiacknowledgethefactthatyouaremore

smarterthaniandwhateveryouareplanningor

doingwithBonganiiacceptitandipromisetonot

standinyourway.Imreallysorrysispleaseforgive



me

Zino:whatyousaidreallyhurtme.Imightnotbe

bloodbutigrewupknowingmamaasmymother

regardless.IgrewupknowingthatauntyTismy

auntandilovethemsomuchandwouldneverlet

themgethurtinanyway.Whathashappenedmight

havehappenedbutwearefightingtohaveumama

backalivehopefullywithauntyT'sbodysothatwe

canburyherproperlyandappeasetheancestors

becauseitsourfaultZanele.Wetherwelikeitornot

weenabledKumkaninowlookwhereweare

Zanele:iunderstandsisireallydo

Zino:soyoumeanitwhenyousayyouwon'tstand

inBongsandi'sway

Zanele:100%

Zino:goodbecausewehaveasolidplanthatwe

believeitwillwork

Zanele:itrustyoutwo

Zino:thankyouandyourapologyhasbeen

accepted



Zanele:(smiled)thankyousomuch

Zino:iwouldhugyoubutyourarm

Zanele:(chuckled)iknowimdyingtogetridofthis

stupidthingyouknow(theylaughed)letmeleave

youtoitthen

Zino:sure

ZanelemadeherwayoutwhileZinosatbacksoftly

swingingherchair...

Zino:igetyouapologizingbuttoeasilysayyou

won'tstandinourwayjustlikethatsaysalot.You

forgetiknowyoulikethebackofmyhandsis(sat

up)letmedothis

Shesaidgoingintoherlaptopandactivatedthe

trackingdeviceinZanele'sphoneandcar...

Zino:nohidingfrommesisnohiding



Outside,BonganifinishedtalkingtoZino'sfriendas

hisphonerangagain...

Bongani:oh,helloMrJola

Kumkani:(clearedhisthroat)hiMrJola

Bongani:wowMrJola,ok.Whatcanihelpyouwith

myson?

Kumkani:iwouldlovetositdownandhaveaword

withyouguys

Bongani:ohok.Iguessyouknowwheretofindus

Kumkani:soyouarefreetoday?

Bongani:yessir.Yourmotherandihavedecidedto

workfromhome

Kumkani:ok.Iwillcomeoverlaterthisafternoon

Bongani:noproblemmyson

Kumkani:bye

Bongani:bye



TheyhungupasBonganishookhisheadandwent

backintothehouse.

BackattheNdlovu's...

Ndlovu:comeonmyguyyouknowwesellyouthe

beststuff

Voice:butijusttoldyouimtakingmybusiness

elsewherethestuffiswaybetterthanyours

Ndlovu:browe...

Voice:thankyouforthewonderfulserviceNdlovu

butourrelationshipstopshere.Untilyouget

somethingbetterthendon'tcontactme

Ndlovu:waiti...(theyhungup)ohgraciousLord

anothercustomergoneyouknowthesepeopleare

startingtoannoymenow...

Hisphonereportedamessageandhefrownedto



anotherpictureofhisdaughterstandingwitha

strangewhiteman...

Ndlovu:(stoodup)thehell!?

Hetriedtocallthenumberasavideocamethrough

andhedecidedtoplayitfirst.His18yearold

daughtertalkingandlaughingwithastrangerand

thentalktoherbodyguardthengotinthe

stranger'scar...

Ndlovu:thisidiothowcanheletthishappenwhilei

toldhimtonotletmydaughteroutofhissight(he

called)

Man:boss

Ndlovu:areyouanidiot?

Man:whatnowboss?

Ndlovu:howdoyouletmydaughtergooffwith

anotherman?Itoldyoutonotletheroutofyour



sight

Man:shesayssheknowshimandtheyaredating

Ndlovu:youbetterfindmydaughterandgether

homenow!(Amessagereported)

:justletthechildbe

Ndlovu:whatthefuck!?

Man:boss?

Ndlovu:yougofindmydaughter!(Hehungupand

responded)whoareyou?

:whodoyouthinkiam?

Ndlovu:youareplayingadangerousgame

:whostartedit?

Ndlovu:allyouhavetodoisgivememybrothers

:ohsoyouknowwhoyouaretalkingto?

Ndlovu:ofcourse

:whydidyouhavetodothattomyaunt?Trust

meiknowthepainoflosingachildanditdoesn't

goawaythateasilyinfactitnevergoesaway



Ndlovu:idareyoutotouchanyofmychildren

:butyoukilledmyauntwhatdoyouwantmeto

do?

Ndlovu:alliwantismybrothers

:releasemymotherandmyaunt'sbodyfirstor

else

Ndlovu:orelsewhat?

Aphotoofhimandtwoministersinadodgyplace

camethroughashestoodupandrubbedhishead...

Ndlovu:holyfuckhowdidthey...shit!

:whyareyouquietnow?

Ndlovu:(satdown)thatisjustapicture

:youwantmoreproof? okiwillgiveyousome

Ascreenshotofoneofhisconversationswithone

ministercamethroughasNdlovu'sheartdropped...



:yourproblemisthatyouunderestimatedme.

Youhave24hrstoreturnmymotherandmyaunt's

bodyorelse....

Ndlovuangrilyhitthedeskandstoodupwithhis

handsonhishead...

Ndlovu:whatthefuck!(HecalledDubai)

Lady:boss

Ndlovu:iwanttoseetheoldwoman

Lady:ok(sheturnedthescreentoher)

Thembeka:youbitch!

Ndlovu:yourdaughterisnowpushingmeandfor

youtosurviveyouaregoingtohavetohelp

yourselfnow

Thembeka:iwouldratherdie.Killmealready!

Ndlovu:whatdoyouknowaboutyourdaughterthat



nooneknows?

Thembeka:excuseme?

Ndlovu:don'tyoudaretakemeforafoololdwoman

whatdoyouknowaboutyourdaughter(Thembeka

keptquiet)answermedammit!

Thembeka:mydaughterisagoodwoman

Ndlovu:fuckitman!Fuckit!

HesaidangrilyclosingthelaptopwhileSimmone

openedthedoorwithafrownonherface...

Simmone:whatisitnow?

Ndlovu:wehonestlyunderestimatedthosecunts

Simmone:whathappened?

Ndlovu:theyhaveinformationthatimworkingwith

twoministers

Simmone:what!?

Ndlovu:andyouknowthatshouldthatinformation



beleakedweareasgoodasdeadSimmone

Simmone:howdidtheygetthatinformationNdlovu?

Ndlovu:itsinmyphonesoidon'tknow.Unless...

Simmone:unlesswhat?

Ndlovu:shit!Thetimeiputmyphoneonthecoffee

tableattheirhousehemusthavetakenitwithhim

whenhewenttoanswerthatphonecallupstairs

Simmone:dammit!

Ndlovu:buthowdidhegetitoutofmyphone?

Simmone:(readamessageonherphone)because

he'sanITspecialistandthatbitch'ssisterisas

highlyrecommended

Ndlovu:(sighed)pleasetellmeourpeoplefound

somethingonZanele

Simmone:nothingyet

Ndlovu:fuck!Andthatbitchsayswehave24hrsto

bringbackthosetwooldwitchesorelseweare

dead

Simmone:andmychildren?



Hegaveherhisphoneassheswallowedlookingat

theconversationhehasbeenhavingwiththe

unknownnumber.

InThembisa...

OneofAnne'semployeessigheddrivingdownthe

street.Hequicklyhithisbrakesashenearlyhitan

elderlywoman...

Man:imsosorrymamamymindiselsewhere

Woman:it'sokmychildbutyouneedtobecareful

whiledriving

Man:yebomama.Quickquestion

Woman:yes?

Man:(showedherapictureofGogo)uyamazilo

mama?



Woman:yeswhy?

Man:howlonghaveyouknownher?

Woman:weareagemateswewenttothesame

schools

Man:ohsoyougrewupwithher?

Woman:yes

Man:wassheevermarried?

Woman:no

Man:ohok,doesshehavechildren?

Woman:yesbuthediedandleftherwithhisson

Man:ohitwasnotadaughter?

Woman:no

Man:okmama.Sosheisnotrelatedtoanyrich

family?

Woman:she'stheonlypersonremainingfromher

family.Sheandhergrandson.Youknowthey

movedtothesuburbsjustaweekortwoago.

Romourhasitthatshesellsweedmaybethat's



whatsheboughtthehousewith

Man:ohokthankyousomuch

Woman:whoareyoubythewayandwhyareyou

lookingforher?

Man:thankyoumamaarrivesafelyathomeok

Hesmiledquicklygettingbackinthecaranddrove

offleavingtheconfusedoldladytherewhoscoffed

andcontinuedon.

BackattheJola's...

Zanele'sphonerangasshegotoffbedtocheckthe

coastandanswered...

Zanele:MrSeboko?

Kennedy:ifigured24hrswouldbealongtimesoi

havedecidedtohelpyou.Whatdoyouneedmeto



doforyou?

Zanele:(smiled)youwon'tregretthis.Iwillemail

youeverythingindetail

Kennedy:no.Onemistakewetendtodoisplana

hitthroughphones.Technologyisevolvingevery

secondthesedayssoitsbetterwetalkinperson

Zanele:ohok.Whenwillyoubeabletocomeover

then?

Kennedy:wehaveasmallgettogetherwithyour

husbandandhisfriendstomorrowwenajustletme

knowwhenheleavessothaticanquicklypassby

Zanele:ohoknoproblem.Bye

Kennedy:bye

TheyhungupasZanelesmiledplayingwithher

phone...

Zanele:youwillknowtonevermesswithZanele

Msomi-JolaSimmone.Theydon'tcallme



umcgwabifornothing.

Atthemall...

Samkelosmiledwalkingaroundthebabyshop

pickingafewthingsasaladystoodinfrontofher

outofnowhere...

Samkelo:haibo

Lady:imsosorryma'am

Samkelo:it'sokbutdon'tscarepeoplelikethat

somehaveweakhearts

Lady:(smiled)doyouhaveafriendwhohasa

daughter?

Samkelo:(frowned)yeswhy?

Lady:tellyourfriendthatherdaughterisveryangry

withheranduntilsheasksforforgivenessnothing

ofherswillnevergowellforher.Allthatis

happeningnowisjustthebeginningshemust



braceherselffortheworstifshedoesn'taskfor

forgiveness.

Samkelo:huh?

Shehitabottlebymistakeasitfelldown.She

pickeditupandwhenshelookeduptheladywas

nowheretobefound...

Samkelo:haibo.Sorrybhuti,didyouseetheladyi

wasjuststandingwithhere?

Man:nopeithoughtyouweretalkingtothephone

Samkelo:haibo

Shelookedaroundwithafrownonherfaceand

continuedwithhershoppingstillconfused...

Samkelo:"she'sstillangrywithherandnothingof

herswillgowellforher?"(Clappedonce)yoh



^

^

^

^

^
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AttheDlomo's...

SbugiggledwatchingtvwhilebabySisandasleptin

herrockingchairwithapacifierinhermouth.

Samkeloparkedhercarandwentinthehousewith

shoppingbagsinherhands...

Samkelo:babeyouwon'tbelievewhat...

Sbu:ssshijustputhertosleep



Samkelo:(whispered)ohsorry

Sheheadedtothekitchenashepausedthetvand

followedher...

Sbu:whatdidyougetme?

Samkelo:wehaveachildnowlove

Sbu:haibosothischildhastakenmyplacenow?

Samkelo:ofcoursebutididgetyousomething

Shethrewapacketoftotsathimashesmiled

openingit...

Sbu:iwasabouttocrymyeyesout(theylaughed)

sowhatdidyouwanttotellmewhenyouarrived?

Samkelo:beforethatisentherbiologicalmom

photosofherandshewassohappy

Sbu:ohokthat'sgood.Didyouaskherhowitis



overseas?

Samkelo:shesaysshehavingagoodtimebutis

focusingonherstudies

Sbu:that'sgreat.Nowhitmewithsomemgoziand

stopleavingmehanging

Samkelo:(laughed)soiwasinababyshopnehand

thenoutofnowherethiswomanstoodinfrontof

meandaskedmeifihadafriendwhohasa

daughter

Sbu:mhem

Samkelo:andisaidyesandshesaidishouldtell

herthatherdaughterisveryangrywithherand

untilsheasksforforgivenessnothingofherswill

nevergowellforher.Allthatishappeningnowis

justthebeginningshemustbraceherselfforthe

worstifshedoesn'taskforforgiveness.

Sbu:heebanna

Samkelo:ihitabottlebymistakeandwhenileaned

downtopickitupshevanished

Sbu:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?



Samkelo:isweartoyouloveican'tstopwondering

whathappened.Wasidaydreamingorwhat

Sbu:noyouweren't.Webothknowwhothis

messageisfor

Samkelo:butwhyme?Suchmessagesaretoldto

thefamilymembersorthepersonwhohasto

receivethemnotfriends

Sbu:wellthenyoumustbeaspecialfriendlove

Samkelo:knowingZaneleshe'snotgoingtobelieve

this

Sbu:butyouhavetotellherlove

Samkelo:iknowbutimalsoscaredforheryou

know.Iftheworstiscomingthenimightendup

beingavictimiminbusinesswithher

Sbu:youhaveapointtherebutidon'tthinkour

ancestorswouldturntheirbacksonyoulikethat

Samkelo:there'sapossibilitylovephelaimstill

friendswithsomeonewhotakeslives

Sbu:sowhatdoyouwanttodomylove?Endthe

relationshipandifyoudowhataboutyour



businessestogether

Samkelo:that'stheonlythingimworriedabout.I

loveZaneleeveryoneknowsthatbutaishame

moghelhasalotinherplate

Sbu:let'snotdumpthemwhentheyneedusthe

most.Ifanythinghappenstoyourbusinessesyou

willriseupagain.Youareasmartgirliknowyou

willgetbackupshouldanythingbadhappen

Samkelo:(smiled)thankyoubabe.

Sbu:plusidon'twanttolosemyboy

Samkelo:(chuckled)yeahrightwhowouldyouget

mischievouswith(theylaughed)

Sbu:ohwearegoingtoMandla'splacetomorrow.

BongswillbecomingwithKennedyapparently

Kennedywantstogettoknowusbetter

Samkelo:ohokluckilyihavemysister.Wewould

gotoZanele'shousebutidon'twantmybabyout

thereinotherpeople'shomesyet

Astheysaidsheburstintoaloudcryastheyboth



grunted...

Sbu:ohLordheregoesourfewsecondsofpeace

AttheNdlovu's...

SimmonesatdownwhileNdlovupacedaround

tryingtothink...

Simmone:thisisallamessnowithoughtwehad

everythingundercontrol

Ndlovu:whatweshouldhavedonefromthe

beginningwastodoathoroughbackgroundcheck

onallofthem.Thatmanpurposelyliedtoussaying

theonlythinghe'sdoingwasthebusinesseswith

hiswifewhileheisawholeITspecialistfuckitman

Simmone:hasthatstupidbodyguardfoundour

daughteryet?

Ndlovu:noandidon'twanttoscareherlittlesister



byaskingherquestions

Simmone:(sighed)goodLordandthesepeopleare

takingforevertofinddirtonZanele.Maybeit'sa

signthatwemustgivein

Ndlovu:andnotavengemybrothersdeath?Hellno

youpokemyeyeipokeyoursback

Simmone:butwhataboutourkidslove?Andagain

wehavekilledtheauntandalsodoyouwanttolose

allthis?

Ndlovu:ofcoursenotandiwouldn'tforgivemyself

ifanythinghappenedtomychildren

Simmone:solet'sjustacceptthatyourbrothersare

goneandreturntheoldlady

Ndlovu:24hrsisn'toveryetimnotgivinginuntil

thelast30minutes.Ifwedon'thaveanythingon

Zanelethenwewillletthemothergo.Fuckit!Ihate

losingwehadonejobbabeonesimplejob,tocheck

upourenemiesthoroughly

Simmone:(heldhishand)iknowitshardlovebut

betterwesecurewhatwehavenowthantoloseit



all

Ndlovusighedashisphonerang...

Ndlovu:itsNadia(answered)Nadiapleasetellme

youarehome?

Nadia:yesdadandimtoldyouhavebeenasking

whereiam.Canyouguysjustletmebreath?Im18

forcryingoutloud.It'snotcooltohavebodyguards

followingyoueverywhereinfactitscreepyand

crampingmystyle

Simmone:butwewanttomakesureyouaresafe

mylove

Nadia:wehavebeenlivinginPolandallourlives

mamawhatcouldhappentous?Comeonnow

Ndlovu:weknowbabybutyoursafetycomesfirst

Nadia:icantakecareofmyselfperfectlythankyou.

Stopruiningmylifegeez



Shegruntedandhunguponthemastheysighed

lookingatoneanother...

Simmone:teenagers

Ndlovu:atleastshe'ssafenow(amessage

reported)

:areyouhappynow?

Ndlovu:stopit

:theclockistickinganditwouldn'tbeniceto

havesomeonebekilledbytheirfavoritething

Ndlovu:thispieceofshit

Simmone:calmdownloveican'tbelieveimcalming

youdownnow

Ndlovu:ihonestlydon'tknowwhattodonow.Can

thoseidiotsfindsomethingquickyoh

HegruntedsittingdownwhileSimmonesoftly

massagedhisshoulders.



AttheJola's...

BonganisighedsmilingandsatbackasZino

pouredthemaglassofwhiskey...

Bongani:hethoughthewasdealingwithamateurs

Zino:guesswho'sanamateurnow

Bongani:cheerstothat(theyclickedtheirglasses)

butthisdoesn'tmeanwehaveto...(anotification

reported)it'sourguy.Buddy?

Man:hitheyaremovingThembekafromthehotel

aswespeak

Zino:ihopeyouareontheirtails

Man:yesiambutipraytheydon'tnoticeme

Bongani:wellyoubettermakesuretheydon'tand

pleasedon'tremovethedevicesfromthehotel

Man:yeahiwon't.Howarethingsonyourside?



Bongani:wehavefinallyrespondedandhe's

alreadyshakinginhisboots.Wegavehim24hrsto

releasethem

Man:ok.Isheworkingwithtechnologyspecialists?

Bongani:obviouslyamanlikehimhastohasa

smartypantsworkingforhim

Man:thenyoushouldmakesurehedoesn'tfindany

dirtonyou(Zinoswallowed)

Bongani:imascleanasacatandibelievemywife

istoorightZino?(Shenodded)yeahwearegood

Man:perfect.Iwillletyouguysknowofournew

location

Bongani:noproblem.Bye

Man:sure(theyhungup)

Bongani:youarecertainthere'snothingtheywould

findtoputusinacornerright?

Zino:yeahimsure

Bongani:(downedhiswhiskey)okthenletmedash

off.Seeyoulaterhey



Zino:sure

HetappedhershoulderandheadedoutasZinoput

herglassdownandquicklywentinherlaptop...

Zino:everythingaboutZaneleMatjikizamust

disappearofthisveryinstant

Shesaiddeletingeverythinginallcloudswhile

makingsurethatallZanele'saccountswerehighly

secured...

Zino:thethingsidoforyoumysister

Shesaidpouringherselfanotherglassofwhiskey

andsatbackdrinkingitwhileeverythingworked

itselfout.



AttheStation...

MolaoandLeratolaughedhavinglunchtogetherin

hisofficeasAnneknocked...

Molao:comein

Anne:sorrytobreakoffthepartybutworkcomes

first

Molao:itsokyoumaycomein

Anne:thanks.Hi

Lerato:hi

Molao:whatdoyouhaveforus?

Anne:ihavejustbeeninformedthattheoldladyis

notrelatedtotheJola'sorMsomi'sinanyway

Lerato:(smiled)tellmeyouarejoking

Anne:itsallinhere.Arecordedconversation

betweenmyemployeeandaladyhere.Alsoproof

thatshehasneverbeenmarried,homeaffairs



knowsnothingaboutherchanginghersurnamenor

anydeathofherhusbandandalsoproofthather

childwasaboynotagirl

Molao:(smiled)wowthisisamazinggreatwork

Anne

Anne:iwouldsaythanksbutthisismyjob

Molao:yeahhey.Howfarwiththeresultsfromthe

droplets?

Anne:iwillgetthemtomorrow

Lerato:youarehonestlyastar.Whataboutthe

youngJolaanddrugs?

Anne:wearehittingdeadendsonthatonebuti

haveaspysetupattheaiportincasesomething

arrives

Molao:wonderfulwewillmakesuretohaveroad

blocksateveryportofentryinJohannesburgjust

incasetheytrytouseadifferentroute

Anne:goodidea

Molao:didyougetanythingfromtheburntphone?



Anne:nopebutwhilewalkingaroundthefieldialso

foundthis

Molao:anearring

Anne:yeahihopethere'sstillsomeDNAonitim

goingtohaveittestedaswell

Molao:wonderful.Thankyousomuchforajobwell

done

Anne:itsnotoveryetbutthepleasureisallmine

Molao:butwithallthatwehavenowwecansafely

sayweare80%there

Lerato:true

Anne:(smiled)anywayenjoyyourlunchihave

assignmentstofinish

Molao:alrightthanks

Anne:andjustsoyouknowiwillbewaitingonmy

invitetoyourwedding

Theyalllaughedassheleft.



Atthegraveyard...

Withfreshflowers,acandleandabottleofpink

roséchampagne,Bonganimadeitoutofhiscar.He

puteverythingdownandwentbacktothecartoget

aclothandabucketofwaterandstartedcleaning

hisdaughter'stombstoneandpickedthegrassthat

grewarounditwithhishand.Afterfinishinghelit

thecandleandputajacketoverhisshouldersand

satonthetombstone...

Bongani:hellomybabyit'sdaddyhere.Iknowits

beenlongsincewevisitedyousoithoughtishould

comeandseehowyourhomeis.Ibroughtyou

freshflowersandabottleofchampagne(chuckled)

champasasyoulovedtocallit

Hepoppeditopenandpouredinaclaypotjustby

theheadofthetombstone...



Bongani:(tookasipfromhisnip)youknowdaddy

doesn'tdrinkchampagnesoibroughtmyselfsome

whiskey(hetookanothersip)babythingsarejusta

messathomeandidon'tknowwhy.Yourbrother

haslandedyourmotherandthefamilyinalotof

trouble.Imtryingtosaveyourmotherbutshewon't

listen.Zinohasbeenofgreathelpbutknowinghow

stubbornyourmotherisshewon'tbudgeallshe

wantstodoiskillandit'snotgood.Imissthegood

olddayssomuchwhenwesattogetherandhada

goodtimeasafamily.Alliwantistoseeusback

therebutwiththewaythingsaregoingweare

headedfordisaster.Yourgrandmotherismissing

andtheykilledauntyTit'sallamessbabyit

honestlyisallamess.Thereasonwhyimhereisto

askyoutoforgiveyourmotherforeverythingshe

hasdonetoyou.Iknowyouguysexchangedsome

hurtfulwordswhereyouendeduptellingherthat

shewouldneverbehappyagainandifthisisbyany

chanceyourdoingspleasemydaughterforgive

yourmother(hetookasip)ibegyoumylove.Yes



she'snotperfectbutiwouldhatetoloseherandi

wouldfeellikeihavefailedhersopleasemygirl

comethroughfordaddyifatallthisiscausedby

yourrage.Youknowiloveyouandwoulddo

anythingforyouandiknowyouwoulddothesame

foryourdad.

Ashesaidasoftwindblewoffthecandleashe

sighedandstoodup...

Bongani:thankyouforlistening

Heleftthecandlethereandtookhisnipleaving.

AttheDlomo's...

SamkelotookherphoneandvideocalledZanele

whiledoingthedishes...



Zanele:heynewmomma

Samkelo:heymylittlecrippledfriend(theylaughed)

Zanele:howisthebabydoing?

Samkelo:she'sgoodandgrowinguptoofast.

Zanele:yeahhey.What'sup?

Samkelo:friendhowmuchofabelieverareyouin

spiritualmessages?

Zanele:iwon'tknowuntilithappenstomebutyou

knowimatraditionalperson.Why?

Samkelo:earliertodayattheshopsibumpedinto

someladyandsheaskedmeaboutafriendwho

hasadaughter

Zanele:ok?

Samkelo:yeahshetoldmethatherdaughteris

angrywithherandnothingofherswillgowelluntil

sheasksforforgivenessfromherdaughter

Zanele:ohokandwhichfriendisthattsalai

thoughtiwastheonlyfriendyouhadexceptthat

colouredlunaticbehindbars



Samkelo:it'syoufriend

Zanele:(laughed)whatnow?

Samkelo:yes

Zanele:firstofallidon'thaveadaughteriusedto.

Comeonnowandagainwhywouldabaphanzi

communicatewithyouinsteadofme?

Samkelo:shemightmegonebutherspiritleaves

onfriendthatiswhyiaskedhowmuchofabeliever

areyouwhenitcomestothespiritworld

Zanele:there'snohowMbalicouldbeangrywith

meiaskedforforgivenessbeforeshewasburied

Samkelo:didyoudoitproperly?

Zanele:ofcourse

Samkelo:whenwasthelasttimeyouwenttoher

gravethen?

Zanele:sincetheburial

Samkelo:friendyouneedtowakeup

Zanele:nofriendthatmessagewasnotforme.All

mythingsaregoingwell



Samkelo:isit?

Zanele:yes.Mymarriageandbusinessesare

perfect

Samkelo:whereisyourson?Valentine?Almost

losingZino?Youraccident?ComeonnowZee,i

meanZulu'sincidentandnowthetrucking

companyiscloseduntiltrialisoveristhisallfinein

youreyes?

Zanele:loveyouarereadingmuchintothis,jongai

havetogetgoingwewilltalkhey

Samkelo:Zanelepleaseforoncestopbeing

stubbornandlistentoadvice

Zanele:byebabyiloveyouXO

ShehungupwhileSamkelosighedshakingher

head...

Samkelo:naniniyabonaabakweJolanaboMsomi

(asyoucanseeancestors)ihavetriedmybest



AtK-zoneclub...

Mandlasatatthecounterhavingaglassofwhiskey

whileonhisphone.Ayoungladysatonthestool

nexttohisandorderedadrink.Itsherbeautiful

scentthaycaughthisattentionasheslowlywent

upwithher.Herphonerangassheansweredand

spokeforaminutethenherdrinkcame...

Mandla:himynameisMandla,youare?

Lindiwe:tooyoungforyou

Mandla:(smiled)ohwow.Ilikeyourfiestiness

Lindiwe:youneedtoworkonyourapproachskills

Mandla:whatcanisayimanoldie

Lindiwe:whoshouldbehomenursinghisweak

knees

Mandla:(laughed)youarefunny.Haveiseenyou

somewherethough?



Lindiwe:probablysocialmedia

Mandla:imnotreallyactivethere

Lindiwe:wellthenidon'tknow

Mandla:okitdoesn'tmatterbutcaniatleastbuy

yournextround?

Lindiwe:nothankyou

Mandla:getyouasnackmaybe?

Lindiwe:youknowwhatimgoingtofindmyselfa

tablemyfriendswillbeheresoon.Thanksforyour

annoyingcompanyoldman

Shegotoffandheadedtoanemptytablewhile

Mandlasmiled...

Mandla:(tothebartender)whatevershewantsgive

ittoherandputitonmytabevenherfriendsok

Guy:ohok



HechuckledturningtowhereLindiwewassitting

whileshepaidattentiontoherphone.

AttheStation...

XabaknockedonMolao'sofficedoorashe

welcomedhimin...

Xaba:youcalledfor...oh

Molao:pleasecomein

Xaba:whathaveidonewrongnow?

Molao:nothingwejustwanttohaveaconversation

withyou

Xaba:ifthisisaboutmeandZinothenirequestto

notbepartofthatconversation

Lerato:comeonXabayouknowthatthisstation

believesintakingoutcriminalsoffthestreets

Xaba:ohsoyoudothatbyusingotherpeople?



Molao:that'snotwhatshemeans.Whatshe's

tryingtosayisasapoliceofficerdotherightthing

Xaba:whatmakesyouthinkiwanttosay

somethingletaloneifihaveanythingtosaytostart

with?

Lerato:thenwhydidyouguysbreakup?

Xaba:withallduerespectithasnothingtodowith

thetwoofyou.That'smyprivatematter,ithas

nothingtodowithwork

Molao:butyouwereinvolvedwithacriminalXaba

Xaba:andthat'sforyouguystoworkandfindout

Molao:whatifigaveyouthecase?

Xaba:ican'ttakeit

Molao:why?Sincewhendowerefusetotakecases?

Xaba:wouldyoutakeyourgirlfriend'scaseifshe

wassuspectedofacertaincrime?Noandagain

youasthesuperiorshouldknowthatitwouldn'tbe

allowedatallsoidon'tknowwhatyoutwoare

tryingtodo.Pleasedoyourworkandstoptryingto

forcemetohelpyouwithacaseiknownothing



about.Shouldthiscontinueimgoingtoreporttothe

authoritiesthatyouaretryingtousemypersonal

problemstoyourownadvantage

Molao:itsokXabayoumaygo

Xaba:thankyou

HeleftwhileMolaosatbackandsighed...

Molao:okthatwentwell

Lerato:wecouldn'tjustsitbackanddonothing

Molao:let'sjustfocusondoingourjobandstop

tryingtocutcorners.Nextthingweknowwewillbe

callednames

Lerato:ijustdon'tgetwhyhe'sprotectinga

murdererbutyeahigetyou

Molao:thankyouandit'snotlikewedon'thave

enough

Lerato:true.Letmegetgoing



Molao:seeyoulater

Sheleft.

THATEVENING

AttheJola's...

Bonganifinishedputtingthefoodonthetableas

theydugin...

Zanele:ifthisishowitsalwaysgoingtobewhenim

notwellthenmayipleasenotheal(theyalllaughed)

Bongani:don'tgettoocomfortable

Zino:ishouldsayyououtdidyourself

Bongani:thankyousisimhonestlyfeelingalot

better

Zanele:iwonderwhatputyouinthisgoodmood



Bongani:visitingmydaughterwasthebestthingto

everdotoday

Zanele:ohyouwenttothegraveside?

Bongani:yeah.Cleareditabit,changedflowersand

gavehersomechampagne

Zanele:ohok.WhendidKumkanisayhewas

coming?

Bongani:heshouldbeherenowmaybehe'sstuck

intraffic

Zino:ithinkweshouldgotooZanele,imeantovisit

Mbaliandchatwithherabit

Zanele:whenwehavetime

AsshesaidKumkaniparkedhiscaroutsideand

headedin...

Kumkani:goodevening

Zanele:comein



Bongani:haveaseat

Kumkani:thankyou

Zino:youcanserveyourself

Kumkani:imokthanksiateonmywayhereand

againimnothereforlong

Bongani:that'srudeKumkani

Kumkani:alliwantistotalktoyounotyourfood

(Zanelescoffedshakingherhead)

Bongani:ohok.Whatdoyouwanttotalkabout?

Kumkani:imabouttostartconstructionformy

petrolstationsoineedyouguystocoverupforme

whentheyaskwhereigetthemoney(Zaneleburst

intoalaugh)

Bongani:areyoulisteningtoyourself?

Kumkani:yes.Areyounotmyparents?Iminotyour

child?Youguysshouldbegladthatimdoing

somethingauthentic

Zino:withwhatmoney?Themoneyfromdrugs?

Yeahright



Bongani:youwantustolieforyou?Mysonweare

donedoingthat

Kumkani:ishouldhaveknown

Zanele:yesyoushouldhaveknownbettertobea

wellmanneredchildanddothingsothergood

childrendonowyourauntisdead

Kumkani:huh?

Zanele:yesyourpeoplekilledmyauntandmy

mothercouldbenext

Kumkani:nowaitwhatareyousaying?

Bongani:whatyourmotherissayingisthatyour

greatauntandgrandmotherareabductedinDubai.

Nowtheabductorskilledyourgreatauntandwe

don'tknowwhattheywilldotoyourgrandmother

Kumkani:whyareyouguysnotgoingtothepolice?

Whyimionlyhearingaboutthisnow.

Zanele:becauseitsyourdamnfaultKumkani!

Bongani:calmdownlove

Zanele:noBonganiimdoneriskingitallforthisbrat!



Nowilostmyauntandcouldlosemymothertoo

justfortryingtobeamotherandhopingyouwould

changeforthebetter.Kumkaniihavetakenlivesfor

you.Doyouknowwhatthatmeans!?Thatmeans

oneslipupiwillbegoingtoprisonfortherestof

mylifejustforbeingamother.Ilostadaughter

Kumkaniallbecauseofyou!

Bongani:babe...

Zanele:noBonganileavemealone(tearsbuiltin

hereyes)ilostmydaughterbecauseiwasbusy

tryingtosaveyoubutwhatdidyoudo?Youspatit

rightbackonmyfaceyouungratefulbastard.I

killeddruglordsforyounowmyfamilyisindanger

allbecauseofyoucunt!

Zino:sisplease...

Zanele:(sniffedwipinghertears)noZinotodayi

wantthisspoiltbastardtoknowthathe'sonhis

ownfromnowon.KumkaniJolareadmylipsI'M

DONEWITHYOUdoyouhearme?Ihavewashed

myhandsoffyou.InolongerhaveachildYOUARE

DEADTOME



Kumkani:(swallowed)ma...

Zanele:getout!

Bongani:lovecanwe...

Zanele:nogetoutKumkanigetthehelloutofmy

house!Getout!

Shesaidgrabbingaglassandthrewitathimashe

dodgeditandswallowedwalkingout...

Zanele:(crying)icouldlosemymotherKumkani,

mymotherallbecauseofyou!

Bongani:comeherelove.

HehuggedherasshehystericallycriedwhileZino

swallowedapainfullumpwipingatearthat

droppedoffhereye.Kumkaniclosedthefrontdoor

andsliddownitandsilentlycriedbitinghisindex

finger.Hesniffedandstoodupgoingtohiscarbut

whenhegotinemotionsgotthebetterofhimashe



burstintoaloudcry...

Kumkani:imsosorryauntyTimsosorrymakhului

didn't...i...

Hecouldn'tsayawordanymoreashecriedlikea

babyinhiscar.

THEFOLLOWINGDAY

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:28] :ZANELE
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AtMandla'shouse...

Hesmiledopeninghisbedroomdoorwithatrayin

hishands.Injustbriefsandanapronheputthe

trayonthebedsideandsatbesidesLindiwewho

movedwakingup...

Mandla:ariseandshinebeautiful

Lindiwe:(openedoneeye)what?

Mandla:youreallywereinitlastnighthey

Lindiwe:(scoffed)goodmorning.(Lookedatthe

food)isthatforme?

Mandla:yesma'am

Lindiwe:awwnoonehaseverdonethisforme

Mandla:seeyoudidgoodbyfinallygivingmea

chancetotalktoyoulastnight

Lindiwe:(smiledsittingup)thankyousomuch



Mandla:areyousureyouarenothungover?Phela

youtookalotdownlastnight

Lindiwe:imusedtothesethingssonopeimnot

hungoverijustneedtoeat,showerthencontinue

withtheday

Mandla:ohperfectandihopeyouareplanningto

spenditwithme?

Lindiwe:haiboMandlawemetyesterdayandyou

alreadywantmetospendmyweekendwithyou?

Whatifihaveashoot?

Mandla:I'lltakeyoutherethen

Lindiwe:rememberimstillyoungsoihavetotalkto

myparents

Mandla:comeonLindzyouare19theyhaveto

understandandagainwemetyesterdaybutslept

together

Lindiwe:wellthere'snohowyoucansleepwitha

maninbeddrunkandnotwanttohavesexcome

onbutimnotsayingitswhatialwaysdo

Mandla:igetthat



Lindiwe:andimnotagolddiggereither

Mandla:itotallyunderstand

Lindiwe:really,ablackmanwhounderstands

whateverayounggirllikemesays?Oneborninthe

2000'seven?

Mandla:yes

Lindiwe:imshockedbecauseyouguysalways

thinkwearealwaysplanningtheworst

Mandla:imnotonetojudgeabookbyitscoverlet

alonethinkbeforeknowingwhat'sinsideandcani

pleasebehonest?

Lindiwe:(startedeating)yeah

Mandla:ithinkyouareasmartyoungladydestined

forgreatthings.Giventhefactthatyouarein

varsityandalsopushingthisinfluencingstuffyou

reallyaredestinedforgreatnessandifyouallow

meI'dbehonouredtobeapartofthatgreatness

Lindiwe:(chuckled)thankyousomuchbutlet's

takeitdownabit.Foralliknowyoucouldbe

married



Mandla:ifiweremarriediwouldn'thaveinvitedyou

tomyhousewithmysonaround

Lindiwe:ohyeahyoudidmentionthatyouhavea

10yearoldlastnight

Mandla:andihopeyoudon'tmindthat

Lindiwe:notatalliforonewouldlovetohave5kids

maximum

Mandla:ohwowok.Sowhatdoyousayaboutmy

offer?Youspendingthedaywithme?

Lindiwe:imstillsayingishouldtalktomymom.Not

likeit'sgoingtobeabigdealbutihavetodoityou

knowjusttoshowsomerespect

Mandla:awesomeyoucaninvite2or3ofyour

friendsbecausethreeofmyfriendsarecoming

overbutonlyoneofthemisnotmarriedjustlikei

Lindiwe:(laughed)bathongwearegoingtospenda

daywithabokehla?(Theylaughed)

Mandla:doilookthatold?

Lindiwe:nope



Mandla:ifyouseemeyouseethemtheydon'tlook

adayover40

Lindiwe:alrightthenaslongasthere'sgoodfood,

musicanddrinksmygirlswillbegame

Mandla:wecanhavethatsortedout(hesaidtaking

outhisblackcard)

Lindiwe:no

Mandla:yeah.Justgetwhateveryouwantit's

unlimited

Lindiwe:(smiled)butyoumustrememberimnota

golddigger

Mandla:yesma'amigaveyouthecardtosortout

whatwewillneedthisafternoon

Lindiwe:awwyouaresosweet

Mandla:(chuckled)thanksnowfinisheating

Lindiwe:nofoodcanwait.Whatiwanttoeatnowis

you

Shesaidpullinghiminforakissashechuckled



kissingherback.Shetookofftheapronandflipped

himovergoingontopofhimwhilehechuckled

bitinghislowerlip...

Lindiwe:thiswillbethebestrideofyourlife

Mandla:oh

Sheleaneddownandkissedhimwhilemovingher

bumonMandla'smachinethatwasslowlybuldging.

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Nomvulaopenedhermother'sbedroomandjoined

herinbed...

Nomayeza:haiboagrownwomanlikeyou

Nomvula:iwantcuddlesisthataproblem

Nomayeza:nobut...(thedooropened)naweLelo?



Nombulelo:(goinginbed)yep(theylaughed)

Nomayeza:what'sgoingonwiththetwoofyou

today?

Nombulelo:isitwrongtowanttocuddlewithour

mothertoday?

Nombulelo:nobutthelasttimewecuddledwas

whenyouwerestillteenagers

Nomvula:wejustwanttoappreciateyoutoday

mama.Wehaverealisedhowshortlifecanbe.We

arealwayslostandfocusedonourproblemsand

tryingtofixthemwhileneglectingthemain

importanceoflifethatisliving

Nomayeza:awwyouaregoingtomakeme

emotionalnow

Nombulelo:notearsmamayoh.Whathas

happenedtoZanele'smotherandaunthadhonestly

openedoureyesthatanythingcanhappenatany

giventimesowewanttomakesurewespend

enoughqualitytimetogether

Nomayeza:thankyoumychildrenbutimnotgoing



anywhereanytimesoonespeciallywhileistillhave

todealwiththatsnakecalledZulu

Nombulelo:wegetthatmamabutcanwenottalk

aboutourissuestodayandjustlive?Imeanitwon't

killtojusttakeadayoutofthisstressfullife

Nomayeza:okmybabiesihavenoproblemwith

that

Nomvula:wonderful.Thatmeanswecanstart

gettingreadyforourdaythen

Nomayeza:huh?Ithoughtwewerecuddling

Nomvula:wecuddledenough(chuckled)wehave

bookedatableforbreakfastatanicerestaurant

fromtherewearegoingforshopping,pickingof

flowersandalsogetapetweneedapuppyinthis

house,abeautytreatmentandthencomeback

home

Nomayeza:sowehavetoleavenow?

Nombulelo:youhave40minutestogetreadyma

andohallexpensesonNombuleloJola

Nomayeza:haibo?Didmydaughterfinallyscorea



bigone?(Theylaughed)

Nombulelo:noma.Ijustwanttospoilyouguysand

againyourlastbornmanagedtogetmeagreetoit

(shesighedrollinghereyes)

Nomvula:beenlongsincewespentyourmoneysis

(theylaughed)

Nomayeza:howmuchisthebudgetsothatistart

thinkingofwhattoget?

Nombulelo:unlimited

Nomayeza:haibo!Soicangetacar?

Nombulelo:haibomano

Theylaughedgettingoutofbedwhileshewentin

thebathroomtogetready.

AtZino'shouse...

XabadroveinandparkedasJasongotoffthecar



andraninside...

Jason:auntyZino!?Aunty...

Zino:(smiledpickinghimup)hellobaby

Jason:imissedyou

Zino:imissedyousomuch

Jason:didyougetmenewtoys?

Zino:gotoyourroomandtrytofindoutbaby

Jason:ok

HegotdownandranupstairswhileXabasmiled

lookingathim...

Zino:thankyou

Xaba:itsnotaproblem.Helovesyousoican'tdeny

himtocomespendtimewithyoudespiteour

differences

Zino:iappreciateit.Igotinformedthatyoupaidfor



twomonthsschoolfees?

Xaba:yesipromisedtodosodidn'ti?

Zino:butyoudidn'thavetoJasonislikemyown

child

Xaba:let'snotargueaboutthisplease

Zino:okimsorry

Xaba:anywayitwasgoodseeingyouiwillgethim

onMondayafterschool(shegaveherhisbag)

Zino:ohoknoproblem.Sowhatareyoudoingthis

weekend?

Xaba:willjustbechillingwithmyguysinThembisa.

Letmegetgoing

Zino:Xabawait(Semakalengstoppedoutsidethe

kitchendoor)

Xaba:what'sup?

Zino:imreallysorryforwhathappened

Xaba:dowereallyhaveto?



Helookedatherhandonhisarmassheswallowed

andletgoofhim...

Xaba:imeanyoudon'toweanyonebutyourselfan

apology.Youaretheonewhodisappointedthe

youngZinowhogrewupwantingtobeagood

personinlife.Youtookherandturnedherintoa

murderer(Semakalengcoveredhermouthshocked

bythedoor)sowhatyoucandotomakeituptoher

istoturnyourselfinmaybeshewillforgiveyou.My

superiorsareonmycaserightnowwantingmeto

pimpyououtbutirefusetobecauseit'snotmy

placetoandidon'twanttolooklikeabitterex.

Haveawonderfulweekendandpleasemakesure

mysonissafe

HeleftwhileZinoswallowedandsighedgoingupto

Jason'sroom.Semakalengslowlyopenedthe

kitchendoorandwentinwhispering...

Semakaleng:bathongkedulantlongyasebolai?



(Imireallylivingwithakiller)whentheysayawolf

insheepskintheymeanthiswoman.Youwould

thinkshe'sallsweetandlovingwhenlookingather

kante...(athoughtcrossedhermindasshesmiled)

ohwell.MaraModimowakawantwanelashame

(myGodisfightingforme)

Sheheadedtoherbedroom.

AtKumkani'shouse...

LazerandGogocamedownthestairsandfrowned

atKumkaniwhoputGogo'slastbagbythedoor...

Gogo:haiboandthen?

Lazer:whyareourbagsthere?

Kumkani:youareleaving

Both:what!?



Kumkani:youheardme.Youguysareleaving.Gogo

yourguyscametocollectyourstaffsotheyarein

Thembisaaswespeak

Gogo:idon'tunderstand.What'sgoingonKK?

Kumkani:whatweweretryingtodowillnolonger

happen

Lazer:why?

Gogo:wehadagoodplaninmotionKumkaniyou

can'tpulloutnow

Kumkani:awholeplanthathasmygreatauntkilled

andmygrandmothersomewhereinDubai

Both:what!?

Kumkani:youheardmesopleaseleave.Thishouse

willbeupforsalebeforetheendoftheday

Gogo:Kumkaniyoucameintothegameknowing

thatitsadangerousoneright?

Kumkani:yesbutididn'twantthingstopanoutlike

this.Ialmostgotkilledatmysister'sfuneral,iput

mymotherindangerthewomanwho'salways

lookingoutformeallbecauseofwhat?Moneyand



power?Nomanthere'snoneofthatinendangering

thelivesofyourlovedonessoseethisasme

protectingyouguysfrombeinghurt

Lazer:ohwelliwasn'tcomfortablewiththewhole

thingfromtheonsetsothankyouforcomingto

yoursensesbrother

Gogo:stopbeinganidiotLazer.Kumkaniwehave

merchandiseonthewaywhatdoyouwantustodo

withit?

Kumkani:burnit,smokeit,sellitorflushitidon't

careimdone.Imnotcutoutforthis.Iwon'trisk

losinganymoreofmyfamilymembersno

Gogo:Kumkani?

Kumkani:thankyouforallyouhavedoneforme

butitstimetofacemymusicanddealwiththe

problemsihavecaused.

Gogo:Kum...

Lazer:Gogolet'sgo

Gogo:aisukawenaman.Kumkaniwhataboutthe

milli...



Kumkani:goodbyemaandasisaidthishousewill

beupforsalebeforetheendoftheday.Imgoing

backtomyparent'shouseandworkonmyself

Herolledupthewindowofhiscaranddroveoutas

ateardropped.Hesniffedandquicklywipedit

whileinthehouseGogosighed...

Gogo:beinginbusinesswithamateursbutanyway

ifitmeanstakingoverthebusinesssobeit.Maybe

thisismybreakoutofpovertyforgood

Lazer:haiboGogo

Gogo:andifyouhaveanyproblemwiththati

suggestyougofindyourownhouse

Hestoodthereshockedastheirridecame.Lazer's

phonereportedamessageashefrownedreading

it...



Kumkani:there'saflighttickettoEnglandinyour

luggage.Oneoftheguysischooledwithlivesthere

hesaidhewillgetyouajobthere.There'salsoa

cardandsomecashinitforyoutogetgoingwhile

waitingformonthend.Pleasegoandsaveyourself.

IwouldrathertakethefallfortheATMbombing

alonethantohaveyourgrandmotherhurtbecause

youwillbeinprison.WithyouinEnglandshewillbe

certainthatyouaresafeandyouwillstillbeableto

takecareofher.Iloveyousomuchbuddyand

thankyouforallyouhavedoneformeeventhough

youwereuncomfortablewithit.Youareagood

friendandihopeonedayiwillvisityouandyour

wifeinEnglandbecauseiknowyouareagoodguy

deepdown.Iloveyoubuddytakecare.

Heswallowedahugelumpnotknowinghowto

respond...

Gogo:haiboLazerstopstarringatyourphonelet's

getgoing



Hesighedandgotinthecarastheydroveoff.

AttheJola's...

KennedywentinthehouseasZanelesmiled

lookingathim...

Kennedy:sowhat'sup?

Zanele:idon'twantanymistakeswiththisonei

wanttomakesuretheyburntohellok

Kennedy:alright

Zanele:(gavehimasmallbox)makesuretoplaceit

underthecar.Thenpressthisbutton

Kennedy:ohokandthen?

Zanele:everythingwillworkitselfout

Kennedy:ok.Isthatall?

Zanele:yesplease



Kennedy:okthenletmegetgoing

Zanele:thankyousomuchyouwon'tregrethelping

me

Kennedy:(smiled)iknowiwon't

HeleftwhileZanelesmiledandsighed...

Zanele:restinpeaceinadvanceSimmoneandyour

husband

InhiscarKennedysmiledlookingatthesmallbox...

Kennedy:(kissedit)here'stoamorebrighterfuture

asoneoftheJola's

Heputitonthepassengerseatanddroveoff.

AttheZulu's...



Khethiwescoffedshakingherheadgettingoffthe

phonewithLindiwe...

Lindani:mahaveyouseenLindz?She'snotinher

roommaybeweshouldcallthepolicebecausethat

bedlookslikenoonesleptonit

Khethiwe:ijustgotoffthephonewithher

Lindani:haibo,uphi?(Where'sshe)

Khethiwe:shesaysshemetanewfriendattheclub

lastnightsoshehasdecidedtospendtheweekend

withthem

Lindani:whodoessheknowinJoburgma?

Khethiwe:apparentlyitssomeonetheyareinthe

sameinfluentialcontractwith

Lindani:yoh.Wellthencanigooutforasoccer

gameatleast

Khethiwe:yeahnoproblemijustwanttobealone

aswell



Lindani:why?

Khethiwe:yourfather'scaseisgivingmea

headachehonestly

Lindani:whydon'twejustforgetabouthimma?

Khethiwe:andsurvivewithwhat?

Lindani:ma,Lindzandiarehustlerswewillseeour

waythroughlifeplusweareinvarsitynowso

everythingwillworkoutsoon

Khethiwe:noican'tjustdumpmyhusbandlikethat

Lindani:butyenahewastednosecondwhenhegot

thechancecomeonmaputyourselffirstforonce

Khethiwe:don'tyouthinkthatisthewholereason

whyimfightingtoothandnailtomakesurehe

comesout?

Lindani:butgiventheoddshischancesareslim

Khethiwe:youknowwhatjustgoLindani

Lindani:thinkaboutit

Khethiwe:whoareyougoingwith?



Lindani:ijustcalled...(hisphonerang)anuberand

that'sthedrivercallingciaomalaterhey

Khethiwe:findasugarmommyandsleeptheretoo

Lindani:haibo

Helaughedrunningoutwhileshesighedsitting

down...

Khethiwe:ThembaZuluyoukeepslippingfrommy

fingerswhatcanidotolockyouin

Shesaidtryingtothinkofaplan.

THATAFTERNOON

AtMandla'shouse...

Kennedydroveinandfoundtheguyslaughingand



chattingloud.Hegotoffinpinkshortsandawhite

golfshirt...

Kennedy:gentlemen

Sbu:MrSeboko

Kennedy:howareyoudoingMrDlomo?

Sbu:greatandyourself?

Kennedy:imperfect.Can'tcomplain.MrJele

Mandla:welcometomyhumblehome

Kennedy:thankyou.Iknowthelasttimewewere

togetherwasn'tpleasantbutihopewehaveagreat

timetoday

Mandla:ihopesotoo

Kennedy:(smiled)mylonglostfriend

Bongani:(laughed)what'supbuddy

Kennedy:chillingbrochilling.Soisitusorthereare

someyoungpeng-tings?

All:(confused)what?



Helaughedatthemwhilethegateopenedwith

Lindiwedrivinginwith3ofherfriends...

Kennedy:thisiswhatimtalkingabout

Lindiwe:comegirlsdon'tbeshy

Bongani:waitisthiswhoithinkitis?

Sbu:who?

Bongani:thegirlinthewhitedressis...

Lindiwe:heylove(kissedMandla'scheek)we

managedtogeteverything.Hellogentleme...n

ShesaidlookingatBonganiwhosatbacklookingat

her...

Lindiwe:wow

Mandla:whatisitnow?

Lindiwe:thesontothewomanwhostolemydad



fromus?Reallynow?

Bongani:younggirlwatchit

Mandla:waitwhat?YouareLindiweZuluasin

ThembaZulu'sdaughter?

Lindiwe:ofcourseandican'tbelieveyouare

friendswiththis...

Bongani:watchitnanaimwaytoooldenoughtobe

yourfather

Lindiwe:yeahright.Youhavesomeexplainingtodo

followme

Sheflippedherhairgoingtothehousewithher

friendsfollowingher...

Mandla:imsosorry(hefollowedthegirls)

Sbu:whatiswrongwithyourfriendandyounggirls?

Bongani:idon'tthinkicanstayhereanylongercan

wegosomewhere?



Kennedy:comeonBongsthesearejustkidsyou

can'ttellmeyouarebeefingwithateenager

Bongani:soishouldstayandbedisrespected?

Kennedy:whataboutme?

Bongani:wecangotoyourcluborsomething

Kennedy:nowearestayinghereandactuallyihave

togogetmorealcohol.Youguysaredrinkinglight

things

Sbu:ohwowrememberimanewfather

Kennedy:wellyouwilltellmommythatit'sall

Kennedy'sfault(theylaughed)caniuseyourcar

Bongs?

Bongani:yeahsurenoproblem

Hegavehimthekeysashegotinsideanddrove

out...

Sbu:where'syourphone?Ihaven'tseenyou

holdingit



Bongani:ohflipit'sinthecarbutanywayit'sfinehe

willansweritifZanelecallswhilehe'sstillout

TheycontinuedtodrinkwhileonthewayKennedy

lookedatthemirrorontheleftsideandsaw

Bongani'sphone...

Kennedy:(smiled)perfect.

Hesmiledcaressingthesteeringwheeland

changedgears.

AttheNdlovu's...

Hepacedaroundtheloungeandcheckedthetime...

Ndlovu:anythinglove?

Simmone:nothing



Ndlovu:(sighed)shitmanthatmeansimgoingto

havetolettheoldladygo

Simmone:yeslovewehavenochoice

Ndlovu:have...(amessagereported)

:24hourshaselapsedNdlovu

Ndlovu:(swallowed)okiwillreleasetheoldlady

andthecorpsebuthowwilltheygethere?

:don'tworryaboutthat.Iwillsendyouthe

locationofwhereyourbrother'sare

Ndlovu:now

:patienceNdlovuassoonasimanagedwith

transportingtheladiesyouwillhavethelocation

Ndlovu:okuntilthenimnotlettingthemgoeither

:

Simmone:and?

Ndlovu:wehavesomeextratimetheyaretryingto

sortouttransportyoutellthoseguystocontinue

digging



Simmone:ok

Ndlovu:whendidthecarwashguyssaytheywill

finish?

Simmone:in30minutes

Ndlovu:okwewillgogetitwhenwegotothe

locationwheremybrothersare

HesighedsittingdownwhileinherhouseZino

calledtheinformer...

Man:Zino?

Zino:makesureyouarereadyimbusywith

transportlogisticsrightnowimorganisingaprivate

jetandapilot

Man:oknoproblem.Fromhereorfromthere?

Zino:fromthatside

Man:ohokiwillbewaitingonyourgoaheadthen



Shehungupandcontinuedtoworkwhileatthecar

washKennedygotinBongani'scarandheadedto

hisclub.

InAnne'soffice...

Anemailreportedasshesatupandopenedit...

Anne:(smiled)gotyouZaneleJolagotyou.

ShesaidtakingherphoneanddialedColonelMolao.

InPrison...

Zulumadehiswayintothephoneboothand

punchedinanumber...

Voice:hello?



Zulu:youarespeakingtoZulu.Listenidon'thave

muchtimebutihaveajobforyou

Voice:ok?

Zulu:NomvulaandNombuleloJola.Lookforthem

andmakesureyouhurttheminawaythattheir

familywillneverforget

Voice:onitboss

Zuluhungupandclickedhistonguegoingbackto

hiscellwhilepoppinghisfingers...

Zulu:neverinmylifewilleverallowmyselftobe

hurtorgetwalkedoverbyawoman.Never,shewill

learn.

^

^

^

^



^

.....

[05/16,09:28] :ZANELE

72

Molao:MsVanLeesburg

Anne:gooddaycolonelihopeimnotdisturbing

yourweekendplans

Molao:iwouldneverseeyourcallasadisturbance.

What'sup?

Anne:(smiledswingingherchair)ihavejustgotan

emailofthedropletsresultsandtheDNAonthe

earringifoundatthefield

Molao:okimallears

Anne:thedropletsareindeedbloodanditbelongs

toValentineLotterinandtheDNAontheearring

matchesthatofKumkaniJola.WeusedKumkani's

DNAbecauseyouguysdon'thaveZanele's

Molao:(smiled)wowthisiswonderfulnews



Anne:indeed.Howfaristhesearchteamwith

findingher?

Molao:theycan'tseemtofindanything

Anne:iguessmaybethewildanimalsfoundher

andfinishedheroff

Molao:yeahbutwewillkeepsearchingmaybewe

willfindbonesorhair

Anne:yespleasedon'tgiveup

Molao:yeahwewon't.Thankyousomuchforajob

welldoneMsVanLeesburg

Anne:anydaycolonel.Iguessthisiswhereyou

takeovernow

Molao:yes.Ijustneedtoputeverythingtogether

thenarresther

Anne:alright.Iwon'tstoplookinginherthough

maybeimightbumpintosomethingwecanuse

againsther

Molao:noproblemanythingwecanuseagainsther

wewouldbegratefulfor



Anne:ok.Haveawonderfulweekend

Molao:youtooMsVanLeesburg

TheyhungupsmilingasMolaosatbackonhis

couchanddialedLerato.

AttheJola's...

Zanelefrownedturningherearringboxupside

down...

Zanele:nomanthere'snohowicanlosethat

earringsoeasily.Thoseearringsareexpensiveand

shouldBonganiknowthatilostonehe'sgoingtobe

mad.Comeonnowwhereisit(shekeptsearching)

imaginelosingsomethingyourhusbandboughtfor

youonyourhoneymoontripawuguyscomeon

now



Shesighedsittingbackwithallherearringsinpairs

butexceptone.Anemeraldstoneearringitwas.

Shesighedagainandcarefullyputthembackinthe

boxhopingtoseethemissingoneasthedoor

opened...

Zanele:Mar...(frowned)Kumkani?

Kumkani:(softly)molomama(goodafternoonmom)

Zanele:wenzantoniapha?(Whatareyoudoing

here)didinotmakemyselfclearlastnightKumkani?

Kumkani:youdidmamabutndicelu'xolo(imhere

toapologise)

Zanele:xoloyentoniKumkanihuh?(Apologyfor

what)doyouforgethowyouleftthisplace?

Kumkani:ndiyaziukuthindiphumenjaniapha

mamakodwaaku'meliukhuthikubenjalo.(Iknow

howileftthisplacemombutitwasnotsupposed

tobelikethat)

Zanele:soufunaukuthinditheni?Ndililizele

ukhuthiyoohumtanamwothengisanyoisiyobisi



ubuyelekhaya?HaiKumkaniayisebenzikanjalo

sanalwamsozendiyezeleyonto.Sondisaku

iphindafithuevha?NDIQIBILENGAWEKumkani

Jola(sowhatdoyouwantmetodo?Celebratethat

mysonwhosellsdrugsisbackhome?NoKumkani

itdoesn'tworklikethat,iwillneverdosuchathing.

Soimgoingtosayitagainok,I'MDONEWITHYOU

KumkaniJola)

Kumkani:(rubbinghishandstogether)butihave

decidedtostopmama

Zanele:(laughed)so?

Kumkani:pleaseacceptmyapology

Zanele:weemfanandiniawu'zwikahleendlebeni

zakho?Umakaziwam,usisiwamamawam

iswelekilengenxayakhonjandin!(tearsstartedto

buildinhereyes)umakaziwamKumkani(littleboy

areyourearsnotworking?Myaunt,mymother's

sisterisdeadallbecauseofyoubastard.Myaunt

Kumkani)

Kumkani:(sniffedwipingatear)ididn'tmeanfor

thingstogothisway



Zanele:(tearfullychuckled)wowKumkaniwow.So

youthoughtitsallliesandgameswhentheyshow

howdangerousdealingwithdrugsisontv?You

haveturnedthisfamilyintosomethingitsnot.Just

amonthago,adamnmonthagowewereburying

yoursisternowwearegoingtoburymyauntand

possiblymymother.Yourgrandmother

Kumkani:(burstintotears)don'tsaythat

Zanele:shutup!Idon'tcarehowmuchtearsyoucry

butitsallyourfaultwearewherewearetoday

becauseofyou!

Kumkani:whatcanidoforyoutoforgiveme

Zanele:(scoffed)iwillneverforgiveyouKumkani.I

don'tcarewhatyoudo,gotothepolice,hang

yourselforwhateverIDON'TGIVEADAMNdoyou

understandme?

Kumkani:soyouaregoingtoturnyourbackonme?

Zanele:sorichofyoutosaythat.Iwarnedyou

Kumkaninotonebuttwicetostopit.Ievenkilled

twomenthinkingyouwouldstopbutwhatdidyou

do?Youchosethesamepathiwastryingtoprotect



youfrom.Soyouaretheonewhoturnedyourback

onusandyourself.Beamanthatyouclaimedtobe

whenyouleftthishouse

Kumkani:ma...

Zanele:don't...don'tyoudareKumkani!Takeyour

bagsoutofmyhouse,getinthatcheapcarofyours

andgetthefuckoutofmyhouseandmyfamily's

lives.Youareawalkingpoisonandwhereveryou

goyouarenevergoingtofindrest.Thatican

assureyou

Kumkani:(withtearsalloverhisface)mayouare

cursingme?

Zanele:veleKumkani(yes)onethingididwrong

wastobabyyou.Theyalwaystriedtoadvicemeto

bemoresternonyoubuthaishameibecameand

donkeyandwenttheotherwaysoKumkaniyouare

deadtome.Leave!(Heswallowedlookingather)i

saidleave!

Shegrabbedashoeandthrewitathimashegot

outandclosedthedoorbehindhim.Zanelesat



downonherdressingchairandburstintoaloudcry

whileKumkanistoodbythestairrailandswallowed

apainfullumpwithtearsrollingdownhiseyes.The

nurseandthehousehelperrantoZanele'saidwhile

hemadehiswayout.

AtZino'shouse...

ZinogaveJasonhisfoodasSemakalengcame

runningandtookthefoodfromher...

Zino:haibo,andthenwena?

Semakaleng:(sniffedthefood)justwanttobesure

Zino:ofwhat?

Semakaleng:(tastedthefood)somepeopletake

outtheirbitternessonkids

Zino:excuseme?

Semakaleng:justsaying



Zino:whywouldibebitter?

Semakaleng:youcaneatmysonthefoodissafe

Zino:(chuckled)wow

Semakaleng:thisisyourex'sson

Zino:yeahright,sonnotmyexwhywouldiproject

myissuesontohim?

Semakaleng:aleopardneverchangesit'sspots

Zino:(confused)whatareyouonabout

Semakaleng?

Semakaleng:andihavefoundahousesoiwillbe

movingbeforetheendoftheday

Zino:youarehonestlysoundinglikeabroken

cassettenow

Semakaleng:iknewyouwerenotrightformyson

andhisfatherthesecondilaidmyeyesonyouand

allthestoriesJtoldmeaboutyouicouldtellthey

weretoogoodtobetrue.Youareasnakeinthe

grass

Zino:youclearlyhavebiggerissueswithmethani



thought

Semakaleng:afterwhatiheardear...(clearedher

throat)nevermindisaidanything

Zino:excuseme?

Semakaleng:ihaveclothestotakeoutfromtheline

Zino:noSemakalengyoucomebackhereandtell

mewhatyouhaveheard

Semakaleng:Jenjoyyourfoodok

Jason:okmama

ShequicklymadeherwayoutsideasZinoscoffed

andfollowedher...

Zino:Semakalengwhatdidyoujustsay?

Semakaleng:nothingsopleaseleavemealone

Zino:Semakalengwhatdidyouhear?

Semakaleng:yohwomanisaidnothingsoplease

leavemealone



Shesaidtakingherclothesandwalkedbacktothe

house...

Zino:youarenotgoinganywhereuntilyoutellme

whatyousayyouheard

Semakaleng:leavemealone!

ZinopulledherbackwithhershirtasSemakaleng

missedastepandfelldownhittingoneofthe

decoratingrockswiththebackofherhead...

Zino:standupidon'thavetimeforyourjokes.(She

justlaidthere)Semakaleng?

ShejustlaidthereasZinofrownedandleaned

downholdingherheadonlytocomeincontactwith

Semakaleng'sblood...



Zino:fuck

Jason:(fromthehouse)auntyZino!?

Zino:imcomingbaby!(Kneltdown)nono

Semakalengyoucan'tdothistomepleasewakeup.

Ididn'tmeanforyoutofallpleasewakeup

Jason:aunty!?

Zino:imcomingmyboy(feltherpulse)shiiit!Zino

whathaveyoudone

Shegruntedstandingupholdingherheadand

checkedthecoast.SheheardJason'svoice

approachingandrantothekitchendoor...

Zino:(chuckled)yesmyboy

Jason:(frowned)areyouokaunty?

Zino:yesmyboywhatdoyouwant?

Jason:imdoneeating.Thenwhyareyousweating?

Zino:youareagoodboyyouknowwhatyoucando?



Goupstairschoosewhatyouwanttowearweare

goingoutforicecream

Jason:(smiled)really?

Zino:yesmyboy

Jason:yeay!

HesaidrunningupstairswhileZinolickherlipsand

lookedoutsideandSemakalengwasstilllyingthere.

ShewentforherphoneandcalledBulldozerbut

hungup...

Zino:shitZinoyousentthemtoCapetownyoufool.

Thinklovethink

Shegrabbedaglassandpouredherselfwaterand

downit.Shethensighedandtookcleaninggloves

andrantothegabbagetankssideandtookone.

Shelaiditdownagainstthericksthenstartedto

pullSemakaleng'sbodyinside.Meanwhileupstairs

Jasonjumpedupanddownexcitedonlytostepon



thecurtainofhisroomanditfelldown.Hisheart

skippedabeatbutwhatcaughthisattentionwas

catchingaglimpseoflegsgoingupinthebin,his

aunttiltingitupandcloseitthenwipeoffsweat...

Jason:eh

Hecontinuedtojumpupanddownwhileoutside

Zinorolledthegarbagecantotheothersideand

wentbackfortheclothesSemakalengtookfrom

theline.Sheputtheminthebinandsighedclosing

it...

Zino:imsosorryididn'tmeanto

shethrewthecleaningglovesinsidethebinand

wentbackintothehousebumpingintoJason...

Zino:areyoudone?



Jason:yep

Zino:oklet'sgoseeandhelpyouchange

Jason:ihavesomethingtotellyou

Zino:ok?

Jason:idroppedthecurtainwhilejumping

Zino:(smiledrubbinghishead)it'sokcome

Theyheadedupbutshefrownedrealisingitwasthe

curtainofthewindowbythebackside...

Jason:soyoulikeit?(Shekeptquietlooking

outside)aunty?

Zino:huh?

Jason:doyoulikemyclothes?

Zino:yes,ohyesniceonemyboy.Tellmepapadid

youseeanythingasthiscurtaindropped?

Jason:nope.WherearewegoingauntyZino?

Zino:noJasonineedyoutoremember,didyousee



anything?

Jason:(shrughisshoulders)noaunty

Zino:ohokcomeletmehelpyousothatigo

changeaswell

Shehelpedhimintohisoutfitandwentwithhimto

herroomtochange.

AtMandla'shouse...

KennedydroveinwithBongani'scarasBongani

sighedsittingback...

Bongani:finally

Kennedy:gentlemenherecomesrealalcoholnot

thosethingsyouaredrinking(theylaughed)

Bongani:butyoutookdamnlongmanwheredid

youfirst?



Kennedy:ihadtoattendsomethingattheclub

sorryforthat

Bongani:didn'tmyphonering?

Kennedy:yourphone?

Bongani:yeahitwasinthecar

Kennedy:nopeithasn'trangiwouldhaveseenit

Bongani:goodiguessshe'sok

Kennedy:ican'tbelieveyouleftyoursickwifealone

(theylaughedasMandlacameoutofthehouse)

ntatewastocko(theylaughedmore)

Mandla:youwantroundtwoofwhathappenedat

yourhouse?

Kennedy:chillmanweareonefamilyhere

Sbu:sodidyoumanagetocalmherdown?

Mandla:yeahandtheyarebusymakingsomeweird

foodinthere

Bongani:that'sama2000foryouboy(theylaughed)

Mandla:youstop



Sbu:butwhydoyoulikekidsMandla?

Kennedy:he'srunningawayfromtherealitythat

he'sgettingold(theylaughed)

Mandla:nomanthesepeoplearefunandarenot

uptight

Sbu:butaretheypeopleyoucanbuildahomewith?

Mandla:onethingaboutmeisthatialwaysgofor

thosewhoareintelligentandwitty.Notgolddiggers

Bongani:waituntilZululearnsaboutthisbruh

Mandla:whatcanhedo?Prisonchick(theylaughed)

Kennedy:sheshouldn'thearyousaythat

Mandla:iwoulddie(theylaughedmore)butilike

herguysshe'sasmartone

Bongani:ohwellweallhaveourpreferences.You

likethemyoungwelikethemmature

Kennedy:andilikethemboth

All:huh?

Kennedy:imbisexualguys



Mandla:heebanna

Sbu:ohyouarethoseguysthathangwithour

wivesandmakeusthinkthatyouarefriendswhile

youaregivinghermultipleorgasmshuh?(They

laughed)

Kennedy:nooo

Mandla:whatdidisayBongani?Hewantsyourwife

(helaughedwhiletheystoppedlaughing)what?

Sbu:reallynow?

Bongani:whatdoyoutakemywifefor?Thisguyis

myoldfriendtostartwithMandlawhat'swrong

withyou

Mandla:ahguyscomeonitwasjustajoke

Bongani:wellit'slame

Kennedy:nownowguyseasyonhimtheladwas

justfoolingaroundlikehesays

Mandla:nje.Chillguyshawu

Hesaidtakingasipfromhisdrinkaswellas



Kennedywhosmiledbehindhisglassstealinga

lookatBonganiwhosippedhisdrinkaswell.

THATEVENING

Itwasaround18:00asSimmoneandNdlovudrove

tothelocationtheyweresent.Hisphonerangwhile

Simmonestoppedthecarbythegate...

Ndlovu:(gotoffanswering)yes?

Lady:bosswehavefoundsomethingonZa...

Sheheardaloudbangasthecarblewoffwith

Simmoneinside.Thepressureoftheblowthrew

Ndlovuacrossthegatethenlandedonahugerock

hittingithardwithhishead.Theladystoodupwith

herheartracinghearingpeoplescream...

Lady:boss?Bo...shit!



SheranbacktothewarehousewhileBongani's

colleaguetriedtogetholdofZinobutshedidn't

pickherphone...

Man:comeonnow

Hetriedheragainbutstillshedidn'tanswerashe

thendecidedtocallBonganibutitjustrang

unanswered...

Man:shit!Guyswhereareyoudammit!

Hekeptcallingwhileatthewarehousethelady

kickedthedoorwhichThembekawasbehindas

shebreathedheavilylookingather...

Thembeka:letmego!



Lady:theykilledmyboss!

Sheangrilytookouthergunandscreamedpulling

thetriggershootingThembekacountlesstimes

whileBongani'scolleaguestoodupwithhishands

onhisheadandmouthhangingopenlisteningto

thegunshots.Hegrabbedthephoneagainand

triedtocallZinobutitwasnotgoingthroughwhile

sheparkedatafieldandthrewthegarbagecaninto

theholeshedug.Shepouredpetroloveritinahole

andthrewallofSemakaleng'sclothesinside.Shelit

thematchstickandswallowedwithateardropping

thenthrewitinasthecancaughtfirewith

Semakaleng'sbodyinsideaswellasherclothes.

ShewenttohercarandgotincheckingifJason

wasstillasleepandhewas.Shedroveoffand

checkedthefirethroughtherearviewmirrorasa

teardroppedagain...

Zino:imsosorry

^



^

^

^

^
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Thepoliceputatapearoundtheareawhileaflock

ofpeoplelookedoninshocktakingpicturesaswell.

Anewsreportingcrewalsoarrivedatthesceneand

triedtogetthepolice'sattentionafterthefire

fightersceasedthefire...

Officer:asyoucanseewearebusywedon'thave

timetobetalkingtonewsreporters

Theyexcusedthemandwenttothecrowd...



Reporter:goodeveningma'am

Lady:hi

Reporter:didyouwitnesswhatjusthappenedhere?

Lady:isaweverythingfromthestart

Reporter:pleasegiveusaglimpseofwhat

transpired

Lady:thiscarparkedandthemangotoff.Imnot

sureifhewastalkingtothephoneorwhatbut

withinthosesecondsthecarblewoff

Reporter:wowthisisindeedoneofthoseincidents

thatshowthatitsnoteasybeingaSouthAfricani

meanwhokillsanotherhumanbeinginthiscruel

way.Wewillkeepupdatingyouathomeonwhat

transpireshere.Backtoyouinstudio

Zanelesmiledswitchingoffthetvandcalledthe

househelper.MolaoandLeratoparkedtheircar

andrantothesceneshowingtheirbadgesand

wereletthrough...



Molao:anyidentity?

Officer:it'samanandawomansir

Molao:names?

Officer:Simmone&PallanceNdlovuitslookslike

theyareacouple

Molao:ok.Thewomanisdeadright?

Officer:yeahthere'snohowshecouldsurvivethe

fire

Lerato:whatdoyouthinkcausedit?

Officer:theforesincsfoundbombparticles

Lerato:whowouldwanttokillthesepeople?

Molao:doyouknowwhoPallanceNdlovuis?

Lerato:(remembered)thedruglordwehavebeen

tryingtocatchalltheseyears

Molao:exactly

Lerato:wowsoiguesshisenemiesgottohim.Is

healive?



Officer:themedicstookhimtothehospitaltheysay

hispulseratewasveryfaint.

Lerato:okgood.Weshouldpassbythehospital

fromhere

Molao:yeah.Anotherquestioniswhatwerethey

doinghere?Thislookslikeanabandonedplace

Lerato:yesyouthinkweshouldgoinsideandcheck

Molao:yeah.Didyouguysbringasnifferdog?

Officer:yessir

Molao:good.Bringitwearegoinginside

Hewentandtookoutthesnifferdogastheywentin

withit...

Lerato:haiboit'semptyinhere

Molao:buttherehastobeareasonwhytheycame

heretheycan'tjustcomeherefornothing



Ashesaidthesnifferdogstartedcirclinginone

areaonthefloorandstartedbarking...

Molao:okguyswearegoingtostartdigginggoand

getthethingswecandigwith

Officer:yessir

TheyrantothecarandtookoffasMolaowentout

andmetthereporter...

Molao:ma'amthisisacrimesceneyoucan'tcome

in

Reporter:weneedtoknowwhat'shappening

colonel,whyarethepolicespeedingofflikethat?

Molao:(sighed)firstofallletmestartbysayingwe

haveonedeadbodyandtheotherisatthehospital

rightnowinacriticalcondition

Reporter:whoarethesepeoplecolonel?

Molao:SimmoneandPallanceNdlovu



Reporter:anyideaofwhytheywerehere?

Molao:weareyettofindoutbecauseoursniffer

dogjustsniffedsomethinginthefloorsothose

officersthatarespeedingoutofherewenttoget

diggingmaterialsothatwecanfindoutexactly

what'sunderthere

Reporter:thankyousomuchcolonel.Asyouhave

heardathome.OurvictimsareSimmoneand

PallanceNdlovuandthepolicearegoingtotryto

digandfindoutwhytheywerereallyhere.Maybe

thiswillgiveusanideaofwhocouldhavedone

suchahorriblethingtoourfellowcitizens.Stay

tunedasthestorybehindwhatcouldbea

gruesomemurderunfolds.Backtoyouinstudio.

AttheJola's...

ZaneletriedtogetholdofKennedybuthisphone

justrangunansweredaswellasBongani's...



Zanele:whyareyounotpickingupyourphone

wheniwanttotellyouthegoodnewsKen.(Sighed)

anyway

Shesaidincreasingthemusicvolumeandsipped

onherchampagne...

Zanele:nowweworkongettingmymombackhere

andburymyauntproperly.BonganiandZinocan

learnalotfrommehonestly.Wehaveaplanwe

haveaplanaisoka(shechuckledtakinganother

sipasherphonerang)honey

Samkelo:Zanele

Zanele:haibowhysoserious?

Samkelo:ihavebeenthinkingaboutwhatispoketo

youaboutyesterday

Zanele:what?Messagesfromtheancestorsoh

comeSammyyoucan'tbeseriousrightnow

Samkelo:Zaneleforoncelistentomepleasebefore

it'stoolate



Zanele:howmanytimesshoulditellyouthat

everythingisgoingwellonmyside?

Samkelo:areyousureZanele?

Zanele:yes

Samkelo:thenwhywouldihavesuchanencounter?

Youaremyonlyfriendwhohasadaughter

Zanele:SammyBonganialreadywentthereso

there'snouse

Samkelo:youhavetogoforyourselfZanelecan

youstopbeingstupid.Youknowhowthesethings

work

Zanele:siyathukanangoku?(Areweinsultingone

anothernow)

Samkelo:noZaneleimnotinsultingyouimbeing

honestwithyouaboutwhatimseeingnow.Youare

turningablindeyetoimportantthings.Thisis

serious

Zanele:okSamkeloiwillgotoMbali'sgraveand

askforforgivenessareyouhappynow?

Samkelo:iwillonlybehappyifyouactuallydoand



notjustsayit

Zanele:iwillgoyoh

Samkelo:good.Firstthingtomorrowmorning

Zanele:notfirstthingbutiwillgotomorrowlate

morning

Samkelo:youbetter

Zanele:arewedone?

Samkelo:bye

Zanele:byehoney

ShehungupasSamkelosighedshakingherhead

whileZaneledownedherchampagne...

Zanele:graveyardthisgraveyardthatgivemea

damnbreakyoh

Shesaidpouringanotherglass.



InDubai...

Bongani'scolleaguewaitedforallthepeoplethat

wereatthewarehousetoleaveandassoonasthey

didheputonamaskandglovesandwentin.He

tookhishandtorchandstartedsearchingthewhole

buildingwhilestilltryingtogetholdofZinoand

Bongani.Zino'sphonewasstilloffwhileBongani's

justrangunanswered.Hesighedshakinghishead

givingupandcontinuedtosearch.Thesmellof

bloodwasstillfreshanditwaswarmerinside...

Man:wherecouldtheyhaveputthebodybecause

theydidn'tcomeoutwithit

Hesaidmovinghistorcharoundandstopped

seeingwhatlookedlikeafreezer.Withafrownon

hisfacehewenttoitandopeneditonlytolayhis

eyesonThandoandThembeka'slifelessbodies.He

swallowedshakinghisheadandtookouthisphone

callingthepolice.



Inabush...

Kumkanicriedhiseyesoutinhiscarasallthe

wordshismothersaidtohimreplayedinhishead...

"sowhatdoyouwantmetodo?Celebratethatmy

sonwhosellsdrugsisbackhome?NoKumkaniit

doesn'tworklikethat,iwillneverdosuchathing.

Soimgoingtosayitagainok,I'MDONEWITHYOU

KumkaniJola"

Hesatbackandcontinuedtocryhittingthe

steeringwheel...

"Myaunt,mymother'ssisterisdeadallbecauseof

youbastard.MyauntKumkani"

Kumkani:fuck!



Hesaidoutloudandbithislowerlipcryingmore...

"Youhaveturnedthisfamilyintosomethingitsnot.

Justamonthago,adamnmonthagowewere

buryingyoursisternowwearegoingtoburymy

auntandpossiblymymother.Yourgrandmother"

Kumkani:(screamedcrying)no!

"iwillneverforgiveyouKumkani.Idon'tcarewhat

youdo,gotothepolice,hangyourselforwhateverI

DON'TGIVEADAMNdoyouunderstandme?"

Kumkani:(criedscratchinghishead)imsosorry

ma,I'msosorryididn'tmeanto!I'msorryma!

"...hangyourselforwhateverIDON'TGIVEA

DAMN"



Hestoppedcryingandwipedoffhistearsandgot

offthecarbreathingheavily.Heopenedtheboot

andstartedsearching...

Kumkani:whatuseisittolivewhileyourmother

wantsnothingtodowithyou,whileyourwhole

familyhatesyou.Doyoublamethemthough?

Kumkaniyouarepoisonandyoudon'tdeserveto

live

Hestoppedsearchingashefoundaropeandwent

backinsidethecar.Hegrabbedhismanbagand

tookoutanotepadandapenthenstarted

scribbling.Aminutelaterhesniffedandwipedhis

faceonemoretimeandheadedforatree.He

checkedforastrongerbranchandstackedtwo

rocksaftertyingtheropetothebrach.Hewentup

ontherocksandswallowedputtinghishead

aroundtheropeandclosedhiseyeskickingone

rockdownthendangled.Hegaggedkickingashe



slowlyranoutofairwhilehisheadnervesbulged.

InThembisa...

GogowentinLazer'sroomandfrownedfindinghim

packing...

Gogo:andthen?

Lazer:impacking

Gogo:icanseethat.Whereareyougoing?

Lazer:England

Gogo:what!?

Lazer:yesmama.Ihavenolifeheresoit'sagood

opportunity

Gogo:idon'tunderstand.Whendidyoumakethis

decision?

Lazer:ihavebeenapplyingforjobsthatsideand

onecompanyfinallyrespondedsoimleaving



tomorrow

Gogo:flighttickets?

Lazer:(gaveittoher)everythinghasbeensorted

ma

Gogo:whoareyougoingtolivewiththere?

Lazer:oneoftheguyswewenttoschoolwithlives

theresoispoketohimandhehasnoproblem

Gogo:noLazer,noyoucan'tdothistomewhat

aboutbusiness?

Lazer:whatbusinessGogo?Drugs?Thatisnota

businessandthat'snotlife.Doyouwanttobe

rememberedasanoldwomanwhokilledchildren

withdrugs

Gogo:there's...

Lazer:noGogoimgoingtomakeenoughmoneyto

lookafteryousopleasestopthisideaofyoursof

tryingtomakeitinlifethroughadangerousliving.

Itsnotsafeordoyouwanttodieinjail?

Gogo:ofcoursenot



Lazer:thenstopitGogoplease.Iwillmakesureto

sendyoumoneyeverytwoweeks

Gogo:but...

Lazer:butnothingGogowehavebeengivena

secondchancetomakethingsrightsowhynot

grabitwithbothhands?

Gogo:(sighedsittingdown)soyouareleavingme?

Lazer:imnotleavingyoumaiwillalwayscomefor

Decemberholidays.Lookatitasfinallygettingmy

break

Gogo:oksongowell

Lazer:doyoupromisetoliveacleanlife?

Gogo:yes

Lazer:(smiled)thankyousomuchGogo.Come

here(theyhugged)ipromiseyouimgoingtomake

youthemostproudoldwomaninThembisa.You

willalwaysbragaboutmetoyourstovelladieswho

alwaysthoughtiwouldneverbeathinginlife

Gogo:(smile)ohthatican'twaittodo



Theylaughedasshehelpedhimfinishpacking.

AtMandla'shouse...

EveryonelaughedoutloudoutsidewhileKennedy

secretlymadehiswayinsidethehouselookingfor

Bongani.Heheardhimdrunksingingintheguest

bathroomandsmiledheadingtoit.Heopenedthe

doorasBonganiturned...

Bongani:ohmanKenzo

Kennedy:(leanedagainstthewall)hi

Bongani:what'sup?Cametocheckhowmylong

mypeeis?(Laughed)

Kennedy:youhavebeengoneforlongnow

Bongani:ohyoumissedme?

Kennedy:ofcourse



Bongani:awwthat'ssosweetofyou(hefinished)

whatdidyoumissaboutme?

Kennedy:yourcompanyBongani

Bongani:doyouknowthatyouareabeautifulman

Ken?

Kennedy:thankyouandalsoiwanttoremindyou

ofsomethingisn'tyousaidishoulddoanythingto

jogyourmemoryasakid?

Bongani:anything

Kennedy:comecloserthen

Bongani:huh?

Kennedy:comecloser

Bongani:whatareyougoingtodo?

Kennedy:iwanttotellyousomething

Bongani:youbetternottrytobefunnybecausei

mightbedrunkbutimnotthatdrunk

Kennedy:comeonnowBongani

Bongani:ok



HeleanedinasKennedyquietlylookedintohis

eyes...

Bongani:imlistening

Kennedy:closer

Bongani:haiboKennedy

Kennedy:don'tyouwanttoremember?

Bongani:i...

BeforehecouldfinishspeakingKennedywas

alreadyonhislipsashewidenedhiseyeslooking

athim...

Kennedy:and?(Bonganijuststoodtherepuzzled)

Bongani?

Bongani:(swallowed)Kennedywhatdidyoujustdo?

Kennedy:wewillmeetoutside



HesaidwinkingathimandleftwhileBonganistood

thereconfused.Heswallowedstilltryingtomake

senseofwhatjusthappenedbutfunnyenoughhe

didn'tfeelangryorappalledbyit.Hescoffedand

walkedoutaswellshakinghishead.

AtZino'shouse...

Shecameoutoftheshowerwithredandpuffyeyes

andputonhergowngoingtocheckonJasonwho

wasfastasleep.Shewentbacktoherbedroomand

tookherphoneswitchingitonasattemptstocall

fromBongani'scolleaguereported...

Zino:whywereyoucallingithoughtwesorted

everythingoutoryouwantedtoletmeknowthat

youhavesuccessfulyboardedtheprivatejet(she

saiddialinghim)

Man:finally



Zino:hiaren'tyousupposedtobeonairnow?

Man:ihavebeentryingtocallyouandBongani

since18:00pmbutcouldn'treachy'all

Zino:(frowned)iseverythingok?

Man:imatthepolicestation

Zino:(frownedgettingoffbed)whathappened?Are

youok?

Man:(swallowed)imsosorry

Zino:(heartracing)canyoutellmewhat'sgoingon

please

Man:yourmotherdidn'tmakeit.Weareatthe

policestationwewillbemakingourwaybackinto

thecountrytomorrow...

Zino'sphoneslippedoffherhandsasshemeltedto

thefloor.

InK-zoneclub...



NombuleloandNomvulalaughedgoingtothe

toilets...

Nombulelo:ohmywordihaveneverfeltthisyoung

Nomvula:weshoulddothisonceamonthevery

month

Nombulelo:imgame.Thedjissogood

Nomvula:iknowright.(Startedsinging)"dipatjiiiii..."

Nombulelolaughedinhertoiletwhilehersister

sang.Outsidetwoguyslockedthemaindoortothe

toiletsandsighedshakingtheirheads.Theykicked

downthetoiletdoorsasthesistersjumpedback

startled...

Nomvula:thisisafemaletoiletidiot

Man:idiotkemmaoyoushit!



Hesaidgrabbingherastheotherguygrabbed

Nombulelowhiletheyscreamedforhelp...

Man:nevermesswithamaninyourlifeyoupieces

ofshit!

Theymercilesslypunchedthemuntiltheywere

satisfiedandlefttheminapooloftheirownblood

climbingouttheceiling.Atthedooroneofthebody

guardsmanagedtofinallykickthedooropenasthe

ladieswhowantedtogoinscreamedterrified.

BackwhereNdlovuandhiswifedied4officers

cameoutwithtwohumanbodyremainsasMolao

andLeratocoveredtheirnosesandmouths...

Molao:whatthehell

Lerato:calltheforensicsquicklythesebodiesneed



tobetakenfortesting

Sheranoutsideasoneofficerwenttocallthe

forensicteam.Molaosighedgoingoutsidetothe

reporterandshookhisheadtoavomitingLerato...

Reporter:ibelieveyouhavesomethingforme

colonel

Molao:(sighed)wehavejustdiscoveredtwohuman

remainsthatisskeletons.Ourforensicteamwillbe

goingtodoafewresultsonthemthenwewillgive

outastatement.Thankyou(hewenttoLerato)

Reporter:wowanothershockingtwisttothis.Two

humanbodyremainshavejustbeendiscoveredin

thisyardwherewejustlostonelifeandtheother

hangingonathreadatthehospital.Wewillbe

followingthisstorytoseehowitunfoldsfromhere

forthbutfrommeandmyteamit'sagoodnight.

Thecamerawentoffasshesighedshakingher



head.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AttheJola's...

Itwas6amasZanelecamedownthestairsafter

thehousehelpercalledher.Shefrownedlookingat

MolaoandLerato...

Zanele:maybeishouldmakespaceforthetwoof

youitlookslikeyoulovecomingherealot

Molao:canwepleasesitdown

Zanele:nosaywhatyouwanttosayandleave

Molao:areyousure?

Zanele:ijustsaidso

Molao:ohokthen.(Sighed)MrsJolawereceiveda

callfromtheNationalPolicecommissionerwho



receivedacallfromDubaipoliceservicesinforming

usthatThandoDandalaandThembekaMsomiwho

happentobeyourmotherandauntare...

Zanele:ontheirwaybackhome

Molao:yes

Zanele:goodthengo

Molao:nounfortunatelytheyarenomore

Zanele:(heartskippedasshefronwed)what!?

Molao:yourmotherandauntarenomore.They

haveleftus

Zanele:(chuckled)nonotmymotherthere'snoway

mymothercandie,no(shetearfullysaidstaggering

onthecouch)

Lerato:andthat'snotall(shetearfullylookedupat

her)weareheretoarrestyouforthedisappearance

ofValentineLotterinandthemurderofWillem

Lotterin

Zanele:what!?

Lerato:pleasecomewithus



Zanele:noyouguysarecrazywheredoyougetall

that?

Molao:detectiveplease

Lerato:idon'twanttohurtyouMrsJolasoplease

come

Zanele:noyoucan'ttellmethatihavelostmy

motherandthenwantto...

Lerato:elah,comeMswedon'thavealldaysorry

aboutyourmombutthelawisthelawandacrime

isacrimecome

Zanele:(sniffedwipinghertears)Marthapleasecall

myhusbandorsisterandtellthemtocallmy

laywerhewillmeetupwithmeatthepolicestation

youpeoplemustbecrazy

Lerato:wozaMrsJolahaibo

Shesaidgrabbingherandpushedheroutsideas

shestaggeredlookingbackather...



Lerato:keepgoing.Everydoghasit'sday

ShesaidhelpingherintothecarwhileMartha

quicklytookthephoneanddialedBongani

^

^

^

^

^
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MarthapacedaroundwaitingforZinotoanswerher

phonebutshedidn't.Shesighedanddialed

Bonganiandhiswasnolongergoingthrough...

Martha:(sighed)graciousLord.ComeonsisZino



pleaseansweryourphone

ShesaiddiallingheragainwhileinherhouseZino

frownedopeninghereyesonthefloor.Shelooked

aroundconfusedandreachedforthephoneand

clearedherthroatanswering...

Zino:Marthawhatcani...

Martha:bamthathile,bamthathilesisi

Zino:(frowned)what?

Martha:bathathileumadam.Siza

Zino:who?

Martha:amaphoyisa

Zino:(stoodup)what!?

Martha:yebobafikelabamjelakhuthiumamaT

uswelekile(Zinoswallowedasherheartskipped)

besebambophaforukunyamalalakwaValentine

andukufakwaWillemLotter'something(theygot

hereandtoldherthatmamaTisnomoreandthen



arrestedherforValentine'sdisappearanceandthe

deathofWillem)

Zino:(heldherforehead)areyoubeingseriousright

now?

Martha:yebouthendikujelekuthiuthinteumeli

wakhe(shesaidishouldaskyoutogetholdofher

lawyer)

Zino:okokthankyousomuch.(Frowned)wait,

where'sMrJola?

Martha:uphumeizoloazangeabuye(heleft

yesterdaybutnevercameback)

Zino:eish,okiwilltryandfindhim.Thankyouso

muchMartha(shehungup)whatiswrongwith

thesepoliceofficersyougototellsomeonethat

theirmotherisnomorethenarresthermxm(she

saiddialingMgqobi)

Mgqobi:onaSaturdaynogal.Whatcanidoforyou

MsT?

Zino:look,Zanelehasbeenarrestedandibet

whereversheisshe'sanemotionalwreckandwill



endupsayingthingsthatmightlandherinprison

foraverylongtimesogothere

Mgqobi:ohok.Whywasshearrested?

Zino:forthedisappearanceofValentineand

murderofWillemLotterin

Mgqobi:didshedoitandpleasebehonestwithme

Zino:(sighed)yesshedid

Mgqobi:okbutyouknowhowmyratesarewhen

representingaguiltypersonright?

Zino:youknowmoneyhasneverbeenaproblem

Mgqobijustgoanddoyourdamnjobgeez

Mgqobi:bye

TheyhungupasZinosighedandsatonherbed.

Shelookedatherphotowithhersisterandmother

andtookit...

Zino:restinpeacemama.Imsosorrywetriedall

wecould(remembered)Jason



Shequicklyranoutoftheroomandwenttohis

roombutfoundnooneinthere...

Zino:nononono.Jason!?

Shecalledhimrunningdownthestairsandstopped

heavingasighofreliefseeinghimlaughwatching

tvwhileeatingcereal...

Zino:goodmorning

Jason:hiaunty(hecontinuedtolaughatthe

cartoons)

Zino:whomadeyoufood?

Jason:myself

Zino:(frowned)what!?Jasonyou'reonly3yearsol...

Shesighedandchuckledshakingherheadlooking



atthemessinthekitchen.Therewascerealand

milkalloverthecounter...

Zino:atleastyoudidn'ttrytoswitchonthestove

Jason:ma?

Zino:whydidn'tyouwakemeup?

Jason:youwerenotinyourroom

Zino:iwasonthefloorontheothersideofthebed.

Finisheatingsothatwecleanthekitchenok

Jason:okaunty

Helaughedsohardthathefellonhisbackonthe

carpetasZinolaughedathim.Shesmiledlooking

athimandsighedrememberingwhatshedid...

Zino:(muttered)nonoZinotherewasnootherway

myloveitwaseitherthatorbeinghatedbyXaba

andJasonsostopfeelingguilty



Shesighedandtookherphonetryingtocall

Bonganibuthisphonewasstilloff...

Zino:butwhereisthismanbathong

AtMandla'shouse...

Kennedyopenedhiseyeswithafrownonhisface

lookingatBonganiwhowasallovertheroom...

Kennedy:andthen?

Bongani:imlookingformyphone

Kennedy:yourphoneisintheloungecharging

Bongani:(sighed)thankGodiwasscaredthose

girlsmighthavetakenit

Kennedy:ikeptitsafeforyou

Bongani:ineedtogogetitmaybeZaneletriedto



callme

Kennedy:shewouldhavecalledMandlaorSbu

Bongani:yeahyou'reright

Hewenttothebedsidesittingdownbutfrowned

steppingonsomething.Helookeddownashis

heartskippedabeattoausedcondom...

Bongani:Kennedy?

Kennedy:huh?

Bongani:(tookit)what'sthis?

Kennedy:ohthat,iwasthinkingaboutitevenletme

godisposeit

Bongani:nowhousedthis?

Kennedy:us

Bongani:Kennedyimserioushere

Kennedy:metoo

Bongani:Kennedy



Kennedy:whatBongani?

Bongani:didwe...?

Kennedy:yeswedid

Bongani:what!?

Kennedy:yes

Bongani:comeonKennedyiknowyoulovejoking

aroundsopleasebeserious

Kennedy:iwouldneverlietoyou

Bongani:butKennedyhow?Why?When?

Kennedy:lastnightorshouldisayearlierthis

morning,youstartedtouchingmeanditouchedyou

backthenwestartedkissingandthenvoilayou

wereontopofme

Bongani:(chuckled)youareafoolyouknow

Kennedy:noimseriousBongani

Bongani:imamarriedman,toawomanatthat

there'snohowicansleepwithanothermanandi

knowimstraight



Kennedy:forastraightguyyouseemtobechilled

afterhearingsuchnews

Bongani:becauseiwanttobelievethatyouarejust

messingaroundwithme

Kennedy:(gotoffbed)tryjogyourmemoryfrom

whenwewereintheguesttoiletbeforesleeping

Hesaidtakingthecondomandwenttothe

bathroomwhileBonganisatthereandremembered

thatKennedykissedhim.Heclearedhisthroatand

rememberedgoingtobedwithKennedyandhow

theystartedkissinginbed...

Bongani:no

Kennedy:yes

Bongani:didanyonehearus?

Kennedy:nowekeptitdown.Whatdoyou

remember?

Bongani:everything.Imsosorryididn'tmeantodo



suchathing.Iknowiwasdrunkbut...

Kennedy:it'sok

Bongani:huh?

Kennedy:yes

Bongani:butyouknowwhatthismeansright?No

oneshouldfindoutwhathappenedbetweenus

please

Kennedy:mylipsaresealed

Bonganistoodupandputonhisjeansandat-shirt

goingtothelounge.Hetookhisphoneswitchingit

onandsatdownasKennedyjoinedhim...

Kennedy:coffee?

Bongani:yesplease

Kennedy:isMandlanotyetawake?

Bongani:lookslikeit.(Frowned)somanymissed

callswhat'sgoingon(hedialedZino)Zee



Zino:wherehaveyoubeen?

Bongani:isleptoveratMandla's

Zino:youneedtocometoyourhousenow

Bongani:iseverythingok?

Zino:Bonganinow!

Bongani:ok(hehungup)forgetthecoffeemysister

saysishouldgohomenow

Kennedy:iseverythingok?

Bongani:idon'tknow.Wewilltalk

Kennedy:ohok.Maybeishouldgoaswell

Bongani:yeahsure

HeranouttohiscarwhileKennedysmiledshaking

hisheadandswitchedhisphoneon.Hefrownedat

missedcallsfromtheclubmanagersandcalled

back...

Kennedy:imissedyourcalls.What'sup?



Man:sirtherewasanaccidentlastnightintheclub

twowomenwereassaultedtheyareatthehospital

aswespeak

Kennedy:what!?Didyougettheiridentity?

Man:ummm...NombuleloJolaandNomvulaJola

Kennedy:excuseme!?

Man:yessir

Kennedy:whichhospital?

Man:Baragwanathsir

Kennedy:thankyouforlettingmeknow

Heputhiscoffeedownandcheckedforhiskeys

andranouttohiscaraswell.

Atthepolicestation...

ZanelesatbacksilentlycryinglookingatLerato...



Lerato:areyougoingtorespondtomyquestionsor

wearegoingtojustsithereandplaythesilence

game?(Shekeptquiet)iknowyouhavelostyour

motherandauntbutweneedtomoveon.Where

wereyouonSunday?(Shejustkeptquiet)look

Zaneleimstartingtolosemypatiencewithyou

rightnowcanyouanswermyquestions

Mgqobi:isthatawaytotalktoahumanbeing

detective?Officeropenupforme(Zanelewipedher

tears)

Lerato:(sighed)comein

Mgqobi:thankyou.HiMrsJola.Imsosorryabout

whathashappened.Mycondolencestoyouandthe

family(sheburstintotears)imsosorry.It'sgoing

tobeok

Lerato:idon'thavealldayhere

Mgqobi:can'tyouseethatthiswomanisgrieving?

(Hegaveherhishandkerchief)pleasegiveusa

moment

Lerato:lookimnotgoingtoletyoucomeinhere

andthink....



Mgqobi:detectiveweallknowyouhaveaboneto

pickwiththeJola'sbutpleasegiveussomespace.

Shehastherighttoprivacywithherlawyeror

shouldisuethisstationformistreatingasuspect?

Lerato:5minutes

ShetookherfilesandwalkedoutgoingtoMolao's

office...

Zanele:mymomMgqobi,mymomisdead

Mgqobi:itsgoingtobeokbutweneedtofocuson

thismatterunlessyouwantthemtoburyher

withoutyou

Zanele:ofcoursenot

Mgqobi:goodthengetyourselftogethersothatwe

canfightthis

Shesniffedwipinghertearswhileheopenedhis

bag.LeratosighedopeningMolao'soffice...



Molao:areyouwinning?

Lerato:notatallandthatlawyeroftheirsjustcame

soihadtogivethemspace.Shewon'tstopcrying

Molao:shejustlosthermothercomeon

Lerato:butshe'sacriminal

Molao:criminalsalsohavefeelings

Lerato:soyouaresayingishouldsympathizewith

acoldbloodedmurderer?

Molao:allimsayingiscalmdownorelseyouare

goingtomessupeverything

Lerato:(sighed)ok.Whatareyouworkingon?

Molao:ihavebeenlookingatthisNdlovucaseand

theresultsfromthehumanremainsstatethatthese

menwereNdlovu'sbrothers

Lerato:ohsowhatdoyouthink?Hekilledthem?

Molao:theforensicswentthroughhisphoneand

thelastnumberhecalledbeforethebombwentoff

wasaDubaicode



Lerato:andZanele'sparentshavebeenfoundin

Dubai

Molao:Ndlovuwasadruglord

Lerato:andZanele'ssonissuspectedofdealingas

well

Molao:sothere'sapossibilitythatallthislinksto

Zaneleshemighthavekilledthesementhen

Ndlovufoundoutandgotangryandheabducted

ThembekaandThando.Itisalsostatedthat

ThandodiedafewdaysbeforeThembekasoi

wouldlovetobelievethat...

Lerato:ZanelefoundoutandwentforNdlovuand

hiswifethenyousayimustsympathizewithsucha

person?Hellno

Molao:wellNdlovuwasnotasainteither

Lerato:wearedefinitelygoingforhimassoonas

hegetsbetter

Molao:(sighedsmiling)thisisconfirmationthat

Kumkanihasbeensellingdrugsandthatold

womanwascoveringforhim.Sendtwoofficersto



thathousetoarresteveryoneinthathousethen

anothertwototheJola'sandarrestZanele's

husbandandsisterforkeepinginformationfrom

thepolicebecausethere'sdefinitelynohowthey

didn'tknowaboutthis.

Lerato:(smiled)thewholefamilyinjailwow

Molao:rememberwehavetobecarefulaboutthis

don'tgettoooverexcited

Lerato:yescolonel

Molao:andthemancomingfromDubaimakesure

thathehaspoliceofficerswaitingforhimwhenhe

landsattheairport

Lerato:onitcolonel.Letmegobackandcheckon

Zaneleandherlawyer

ShesmiledleavingwhileMolaosatbackand

smiledopeninghisnotepad...

Molao:indeedeverydoghasit'sownday.Ipityall

thesepeopleyouhavedraggeddownwithyou



ZaneleJola

Hechuckledtappinghispenonhername.

AttheJola's...

Bongani:areyoubeingseriousrightnowZino?

Hesaidlookingatherwithtearsinhiseyeswhile

Zinonoddedsilentlycryingaswellsittinginfrontof

himonthecoffeetable...

Bongani:(burstintotears)butshedidn'tdeserveto

dielikethat

Zino:(sighed)iknowbutithashappened

Bongani:wehadaplanZinoaperfectplan.What

ruinedit?(Sheswallowedandstooduppacing)

Zino?



Zino:Ndlovuandhiswifearenomore

Bongani:saywhatnow!?

Zino:yeahtheircarwasbombedlastnightrightat

theyardwhereZaneleburiedhisbrothers

Bongani:why?Whodidit?(Shegavehimalook)no

Zinono

Zino:whoelsecanitbeBongani?Yourwifefooled

usandruinedourplan

Bongani:(angrilyhitthecoffeetable)fuck!What's

wrongwithZanele?

Zino:(scoffed)idon'tknowhowshediditbutshe

managedtoslipoffmywatch.Iactivatedthe

trackeronherphoneandcaraftersheapologised

butitshowssheneverwentanywhere

Bongani:sheobviouslysentBulldozerand

whateverhisnameis

Zino:thosetwoareinCapetown.Imwatchingthem

Bongani:thenwhocouldshehaveworkedwith?

Zino:wehavetocheckeveryoneclosetoZanele



andsussthemoutandalsolookfortheirlastnight

locations

Bongani:iwaswiththeguysanditcan'tbeSammy

becauseshehasababy

Zino:wellanythingispossibleBonganiwehaveto

besure

Bongani:oklet'sgettoitthen

Guard:sorrytodisturbbutthepoliceareheretosee

you

Both:huh?

Officer:goodmorning.WearelookingforBongani

JolaandZinokuhleTombale

Both:it'sus

Officer:ma'am,siryoubothhavebeenarrestedfor

keepinginformationfromthepoliceaboutthe

disappearanceofyourmotherandaunt

Both:what!?

Officer:youhavetherighttoremainsilentandright

toalawyer.Whateveryoudoorsaywillbeused



againstyouinthecourtoflaw.Come

Bongani:noyouguysaremistakenthere'snohow...

Zino:guysihaveachildcomeonnow

Officer:come!

TheysaidputtinghandcuffsonthemwhileMartha

rantothekitchendoorhearingJasonapproach...

Jason:iwanttoshowauntysomething

Martha:(nervouslyclearedherthroat)auntyhas

gonetotheshoptogetsomething

Jason:ohok

HeranbacktotheswingwhileMarthasighed

shakingherhead...

Martha:ican'tbearrestedtoo



ShesaidcallingSamkelo.

AtNomvula'shouse...

Nomayezashookherheadtryingtocallher

daughterstonoavailandsighedsittingdown...

Nomayeza:whereareyoumygirls(herphonerang)

Vula?Whereareyou?

Lady:goodmorningma'amisthisNomvulaJola's

mother?

Nomayeza:yeswho'sthis?

Lady:youarespeakingtoDrMay,mayyouplease

cometoBaragwanathhospitalassoonasyoucan

(shehungup)

Nomayeza:wha...bathong(frowned)hospital?Wee

jesumykids



Shequicklygrabbedherbagandcarkeyspacing

out.

AtthePolicestation...

Mgqobi:aswejusttoldyou,MrsJolawasintown

thewholeofthatdaydetective

Lerato:wehaveproofofherphonelocationatthe

fieldwherewefoundaburnthelicopterandblood

trailsthatwebelieveareValentineLotterin's.Sofor

thelasttimewhereisValentineLotterinMrsJola?

Mgqobi:wellshemighthavepassedbythefield

andherphonepickedthelocation

Zanele:yazyouarerightirememberseeingahuge

smokealongthosesidesbutjustignoredit

Mgqobi:yousee

Lerato:youreallythinkimafool?Sotellme,whose

earringisthis?



SheputitonthetableasZaneleswallowed...

Zanele:(frowned)idon'tknow

Lerato:reallynowMrsJola?

Zanele:yes

Lerato:prosecutorMgqobithisearring...

Molao:sorrydetectivecanistealyouforamoment?

Lerato:I'mstillin...

Molao:it'surgentdetective

Lerato:okstaythere.Officerwatchonthem(she

leftleavingeverythingthere)

Zanele:shit

Mgqobi:(wroteonhisnotepad)imgoingtoaskfor

thetoilettakethisearringandswallowit

Zanelereadandwidenedhereyesasheshrughis

shouldersthenclearedhisthroat...



Mgqobi:officer,mayyoupleaseshowmethe

bathrooms

HeturneddirectinghimwhileZanelequicklytook

theearringandthrewitinhermouthandthrewthe

plasticitwasininMgqobi'scase...

Zanele:mayipleasehavewater

Officer:ok

HewentoutasZaneleclosedhereyesand

swallowedtheearring...

Lerato:colonelno

Molao:(sighed)hewasfoundhangingonatree

dead

Lerato:whatdoesthismean?

Molao:weneedtothinkclearlynowwearenot



lettingthemgoyet.Wehavemorethatenough

evidence

Lerato:true.Okthenletmegobackthatside

AtGogo'shouse...

LazerpulledhisbagoutwithGogocomingbehind

himbutstoppedseeingthepolice...

Officer:goingsomewhere?

Gogo:howcanwebeofhelp?

Officer:Gogo,youngman,youtwohavebeen

arrestedforlyingtopoliceofficersaboutyour

identity.

Lazer:what!?

Officer:it'sworseyouwereeventryingtorunaway

come

Gogo:haibomtanamuzobophaumamaonjengami?



(Areyougoingtoarrestanoldladylikeme)

Officer:notimeGogohaak

Theyputcuffsonthemwhiletheneighbourhood

watchedon.

InPrison...

Zulusmiledathiswifewholookedathimwitha

seriousfaceon...

Zulu:whatapleasantsurprise(sheputanenvelope

beforehim)andthis?

Khethiwe:openit(hedidandfrowned)divorce

papers

Zulu:reallynow?

Khethiwe:yes.Ifthatwitchisgoingtogethalfof

yourwealthitoodeservehalf



Zulu:noKhethiwethere'snowayyoucan...

Khethiwe:ijustdid.HaveagreatdayZulu

Zulu:Khethiweno,wait

Shewalkedawaywhilehefrownedgoingthrough

them...

Zulu:whatthefuck?

Backatthestation...

ZanelefrownedandquicklystoodupasBongani

andZinocameincuffs...

Zanele:what'sgoingonhere?

AsshesaidGogoandLazergotthrowninaswell...



Zanele:what!?

Lerato:youseewherecrimeleads?Colonel

Molao:(fixedhisjacket)beforeweproceedwe

wouldliketoinformyouthatKumkaniJola,your

son,wasfoundhangingonatreelifeless

Lazer,Bongani&Zino:what!?

Molao:andheleftaletter

HetookitoutasZanelemeltedonthefloorwhile

thethreelookedatMolaoinshockasanofficer

wenttoaskformedicalhelp.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Bongani:whatdidyoujustsay?

Molao:MrJolacalmdownfirstletthemwakeyour

wifeup

Bongani:don'tyoudaretellmetocalmdown.You

tellmethatmysonwasfoundhangingonatree

deadandthenwanttometocalmdownafteryou

alsoambushedmeinmyhouse

Mgqobi:okBonganievenifyoujumpoutofthis

roofhewon'tgiveyoutheattentionyouwant

Molao:(frowned)whyisshenotwakingup?

Medic:weneedtotakehertothehospitalright

awayican'tfeelaheartbeat

All:what!?

Medic:befastguys

Molao:nonowait,youcan'tfeelherheartbeatbut

yousaysheneedsthehospital?



Medic:yesitsveryfaintwaywaytoofaint

Molao:wewillbeinthehospitalsoon

HeswallowedwhileZinosatdown,shookherhead

andcoveredhereyescrying...

Bongani:itsgoingtobeoksisZaneleisafighter

shewillgetthroughthis

Zino:whatisgoingonBongani?Whyareallthese

thingshappening?

Lerato:iwilltellyouwhy

Molao:nodetectivenowisnottherighttime

Gogo:sowhataboutus?

Molao:unfortunatelyyouaregoingtospendanight

inholdingcells

Gogo:noyoucan'tdothattomeihavepillsthati

takeeverynight

Molao:anofficerwillgotoyourhouseandgetthem



foryou

Lerato:ithinkitsbestwegetoveranddonewith

interrogations

Molao:youthink?

Lerato:whywastetime?

Bongani:ijustlostason,amotherinlaw,anauntin

lawandmywifeisfightingforherlifewhatmoredo

youwantfromme?

Lerato:thetruth.Comeon.Bonganiinterrogation

room1,Zinokuhleroom3,Gogoroom2,youngman

Lazerroom4.Moveitmanmoveit

TheofficerstookthemtotheroomswhileLerato

headedtotheoneZinowasin...

Lerato:azishebabygirl.

Zino:imnotsayinganythingwithoutmylawyer

Lerato:buthejustgaveBonganifirstpriority



Zino:stillihavearighttoalawyer

Lerato:ohokyouthinkI'dbelazyhuh(shesaid

goingtoroom1)ColonelawordwithMgqobiplease

Mgqobi:whatcanidoforyou?

Lerato:youarerepresentingtheJola'sright?

Mgqobi;yes

Lerato:Zinokuhleneedsalawyer

Mgqobi:letmegetmyjuniorstocomeand

representthem

Lerato:shonakhona(getonwithit)

Shesaidpullingupherjeansgoingbacktoroom3.

Onewouldtellthejoyonherfaceasshewalked

downthecorridor.Shelookedlikealionessthat

justmadeit'sfirstkill.

AttheJola's...



Samkelodroveinandputherbabygirlinhercarrier

andheadedtothehousewhereshefoundMartha

tryingtosushahystericallycryingJason...

Samkelo:iseverythingok?Hellomyboydon'tyou

wanttoplaywiththelittlegirl?

Hesniffedandlookedinthebabycarrierthen

smiledatSisandawhowaseatinghersmallfists...

Jason:whatishername?

Samkelo:SisandaoryoucancallherMessiah

Jason:ohok.(Smiled)hiSisanda

Shewidenedhereyeshearinghernameandmade

bubblesasJasongiggledplayingwithher...

Martha:thankyousomuchforcoming



Samkelo:what'sgoingonlove?Yousounded

worriedoverthephone

Martha:theyhaveallbeenarrestedandidon'tthink

icanbehereanymoreineedtosavemyself

Samkelo:whatnow!?

Martha:yesfirstitwasmadamthentheycame

backforMrJolaandZino

Samkelo:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Martha:yesicalledyoubecauseididn'tknowwhat

todowiththelittleboy.Iwanttogo

Samkelo:(sighed)ifonlyZanelelistenedtome.Its

notaproblemiwilltakehimtomyhousethencall

hisfather.Youdidgoodbycallingmeandi

honestlyunderstandwhenyousayyoucan'tbe

hereanymore

Martha:thanksforunderstanding

Samkelo:didhecomewithabag?

Martha:no

Samkelo:ohoklet'sgetgoingthen.Ihaveanew



babysoidon'twanttogoupanddownwithhera

lot

Martha:ok

Samkelo:youwillleavethekeyswiththeguards

neh

Martha:yesiwill

Samkelo:(sighed)boyyouaregoingtocomewith

auntyright?

Jason:areyoutakingmetoauntyZino?

Samkelo:shewillfindusatmyhouseandagainthe

babylikesyou

Jason:andilikehertoo

Samkelo:good.Let'sgosoyoucanplaymorewith

her

Jason:ok

Samkelo:byeMartha

Martha:bye



TheywenttothecarasSamkelomadesurehe

doesn'tseeZino'scar.Shedroveoutandspoke

withtheguardsforafewsecondsthenjoinedthe

road.ShecheckedJasonthroughthemirrorandhe

wasbusyplayingwithSisandaasshesmiledand

shookherhead...

Samkelo:MaybethiswillteachZaneletostopbeing

stubbornandlisten(herphonerang)mamaNoma?

Nomayeza:(sniffed)himybaby

Samkelo:(frowned)areyouokma?

Nomayeza:imatthehospitalandihavebeentrying

togetholdofBonganiandeveryoneelsebuttheir

phonesarenotgoingthrough

Samkelo:(swallowed)theyareprobablybusy.Are

youokma?

Nomayeza:yesiambutitsNomvulaand

Nombulelo

Samkelo:(heartskipped)whathappened?

Nomayeza:theywentoutlastnightandwere



attacked

Samkelo:ohnoisitthatbad?

Nomayeza:(startedcryingagain)it'sbadSammy

theyarebothinintensivecareunits

Samkelo:okletmecallmyhusbandrightnowto

comeandbewithyou.Ican'tcomebecauseimstill

busywithsomething

Nomayeza:thankyoumychildihopeimnot

inconveniencingyoujustthatyouaretheonly

personiknowbesidesmychildren

Samkelo:it'snoproblemmawearefamily.Sbusiso

willbetherejustnow

Nomayeza:thankyou(shehungupandsniffed)

Samkelo:goodLordwhatishappeningtothis

family(shesaiddiallingSbu)

Jason:areyouok?

Samkelo:(smiled)yesmyboy.Hibabe...

Atthehospital...



KennedystoppedbythebencheswhereNomayeza

wasasshefrownedlookingupathim...

Nomayeza:andyouare?

Kennedy:(swallowed)theclubownerofwhereyour

daughterswereattacked.Imsoso...

Nomayeza:shutup!Youbettershutupbecause

nowimightlosemychildren(startedcrying)ican't

evenrecognisemydaughtersbecausetheywere

beatenintopulpsatyourclub.Youpeopleshould

makesureourchildrenaresafetherebutno,the

onlythingyoucareaboutismakingmoneynottheir

safety.Bloodycunts!

Kennedy:mamaipromiseyouthatwearegoingto

makesurethatthesepeoplegetcaught

Nomayeza:caughthow?Doyouhavecamerasin

yourtoilets?

Kennedy:nobut...

Nomayeza:yousee?Trustmethisisnotover.Im



goingtomakesurethatyouknowtheimportanceof

prioritisingpeople'ssafetyinyourclubs

Kennedy:mamai...

Nomayeza:leave(heswallowedstandingthere)i

said...

Dr:heyguys,canyoupleasekeepitdown

Nomayeza:doctorhowaretheydoing?

Dr:theyarestillinICUma'amiaskedyoutogo

homebecausetheywon'twakeupanytimesoon

consideringtheirinjuries

Kennedy:howbadisitdoc?

Dr:andyouare?

Nomayeza:thisistheowneroftheclubandiasked

himtoleave

Dr:weonlyshareinformationaboutourpatients

withtheirfamiliesonlysoimafraidyouwillhaveto

leave

Kennedy:okcanyouatleasttellmethecostsof

theirmedicalcaresothaticantakecareofit



Nomayeza:wedon'twantyourmoney

Kennedy:iinsistma.Doctor?

Dr:gotothereceptiontheywillassistyou

Kennedy:thankyou(heleft)

Dr:asforyoumamayouhavetogohomeand

watchyourhighblood

Nomayeza:there'ssomeonecomingtopickmeup

pleasecallmeifanythinghappens

Dr:yesmaiwill

Hesoftlysqueezedhershoulderandleftwhile

Nomayezawenttothedoorofherchildren'sroom

andlookedatthemthroughtheglass.Atearfellas

shewipedit.

Backatthepolicestation...

Lerato:nowthatyouhaverepresentationmaywe



continue?

Zino:yes

Lerato:didyouknowyourparentswereinDubai?

Zino:yes

Lerato:how?

Zino:theytoldusaboutthetrip.Mymomsaidshe

hadwonatripvouchertoDubaisoZaneledidn't

wanthertogoalonesosheboughtaticketforour

auntaswell

Lerato:wheredidshewinthistrip?

Zino:atravellingagencycalledHambani

Lerato:didyouatleastresearchtocheckifitwas

legit?

Zino:yesanditwas

Lerato:butnowhowcomethiskindofthing

happened?

Zino:wedon'tknow

Lerato:reallynow?



Zino:yes

Lerato:andwhydidyounottellthepoliceoncethe

abductorscontactedyouguys?

Zino:imaprivateinvestigatorandITspecialistby

professionandmybrotherinlawisanITspecialist

sowedecidedtojusttakethematterintoourhands

alsogiventhefactthatyouguysalwaystakeyour

time

Lerato:ohsoyouthoughtyouwoulddoabetterjob

thanus?

Zino:yesandit'sallowed

Lerato:peoplediedZinokuhleifyouhadinvolved

thepolicenoneofthiswouldhavehappened.

Zino:youguysalsousePI'ssometimesright?

Lerato:that'sbesidesthepoint.Nowtellme,doyou

knowSimmoneandPallanceNdlovu?

Zino:no

Lerato:areyousure?

Zino:yes



Room1...

Molao:areyousureyoudon'twantmetoreadthe

letterforyou?

Bongani:yeswewillreaditsomeothertimegiveit

toourlawyer

Molao:nomaybeithasinformationwemightneed

Bongani:ok

Molao:sotellme,didyouknowyourinlawswerein

Dubai?

Bongani:yes

Molao:how?

Bongani:theytoldusaboutthetrip.MamaTsaid

shehadwonatripvouchertoDubaisomywife

didn'twanthertogoalonesosheboughtaticket

forauntyTaswell

Molao:wheredidshewinthetrip?



Bongani:HambaniTravellingagency

Molao:didyouatleastresearchtocheckifitwas

legit?

Bongani:yesanditwas

Molao:butnowhowcomethiskindofthing

happened?

Bongani:idon'tknow

Molao:oh?

Bongani:yes

Molao:andwhydidyounottellthepoliceoncethe

abductorscontactedyouguys?

Bongani:imanITspecialistbyprofessionandmy

sisterinlawisanITspecialistandprivate

investigatorsowedecidedtojustdoeverythingby

ourselves

Molao:butnowyoudoingthingsbyyourselvesleft

somecasualities

Bongani:it'snotguaranteedthatyouguyswould

havedoneabetterjobtoo



Molao:(scoffed)ohwow.Anywaydoyouknow

SimmoneandPallanceNdlovu?

Bongani:nosir

Molao:areyousure?

Mgqobi:hejustsaidno

Molao:(sighed)ok,let'stalkaboutyourson.When

wasthelasttimeyousawhim?

Bongani:Fridaynightatourhouse

Molao:whathappened?

Bongani:hejustcamefordinner

Molao:(squinthiseyes)ohok.ThanksMrJola

Mgqobi:whatdoesthatmean?

Molao:hecangobackhome

Bongani:thankyou

Room3...



Zino:whatdoesthatmean?

Lerato:youcangobackhome

Zino:(sighedoutofrelief)thankyou

Lerato:butimwatchingyouZino

ShesighedandwalkedoutbumpingintoBongani...

Zino:areyouok?

Bongani:notatall

Zino:let'sgodealwiththis

Bongani:sure

TheyleftwithMgqobiasLeratoandMolaocame

outoftherooms...

Molao:whatdidshesay?

Lerato:shedoesn'tknowtheNdlovu's



Molao:aswellasBongani

Lerato:iguessweshouldgiveAnnethatnumber

wefoundinNdlovu'sphonetocheckwhereithas

beencommunicatingwithhimfrom

Molao:yeah.Andtheoldwoman?

Officer:theyaregoingtohavetofacethejudgefor

abailhearing

Molao:okgood

Officer:iaskedtwoofficerstogoandsearchher

yardandtheycameoutwith550kgbagsofweed

Molao:heebanna

Officer:yeah

Lerato:ithinkweshouldusehertoconcludethe

drugsaga

Molao:youareontosomething.Anythingon

Zaneleyet?

Lerato:nothingbutihave2officerswatchingher

hospitalroom

Molao:good



Theyheadedtotheiroffices.

AttheZulu's...

LindiweandLindanilaughedgoinginthehouse

wheretheyfoundtheirmotherwatchingtv...

Lindiwe:ohhima

Khethiwe:mmmhiseeJoburgistreatingyouguys

nicehuh?

Lindiwe:comeonmaitwasjustforthisweekend

Lindani:exactlyplusyousaidyouwantedtobe

alonewhenileft

Khethiwe:yeahwhatever.Y'allcomesitiwanttotell

yousomething

Lindiwe:ohok,what'supMaZulu?

Khethiwe:ihaveservedyourfatherwithdivorce



papers

Lindani:good

Lindiwe:what,why?

Khethiwe:ispoketoBrianandtheoddsareagainst

yourfathersohewillbegoingtojailforalongtime

Lindiwe:so?

Khethiwe:sowhenhegoestojailthatmeanshis

lifewillbeoverbutwecamehereforareasonright?

Lindiwe:yestogetwhat'sowedtous

Khethiwe:andthat'swhatwearegoingtogetfrom

thisdivorce.IfistayinthismarriagethatXhosa

witchisgoingtotakeitallbutwithmedivorcing

himaswellthestatewilldivideallhisbelongings

betweentheXhosawitchandi

Lindiwe:ohisee.Okgoodthinkingmaanywayyou

arealreadyinlovewithhisbrothersoitwasnouse

oftryingtogetbackwithhimagain

Khethiwe:youshouldn'tevermentionthatto

anyoneorelsemyplanwouldfail



Lindiwe:ofcoursema

Khethiwe:goodletalonewithusbecausethese

wallshaveears

Lindiwe:ohrelaxma.Isthatall?

Khethiwe:yeahgoshowerandcometellmeabout

yoursugardaddy

Lindiwe:haiboma

Theyburstintoalaughasthetwinswenttotheir

roomswhileKhethiwesighedsittingback.

Atahospital...

MgqobidecidedtostayinthecarwhileZinoand

Bonganiheadedinside.Theyaskedforthedoctor

treatingZaneleandthereceptionistdirectedthem

tohisoffice...



Dr:comein

Bongani:hellodoctor.ImBonganiJolaandthisis

mysisterinlawZino

Dr:ohMrsJola'shusband,youmaycomein

Bongani:thankyou.Howisshedoingdoc?

Dr:(sighedsittingback)yourwifesufferedastroke

MrJola

Both:what!?

Dr:yesherwholerightsideisnotfunctioningatall

Bongani:willsheeverbeok?

Dr:wellsheseemstobeastrongladysoshewould

butinhercaseit'sgoingtotakelong.Shesuffered

alotofstresssoherbodycouldn'ttakeitanymore

Zino:yohisthatall?Nocardiacproblems?

Dr:shealsohadaheartfailurebutwemanagedto

resuscitateher.Herheartisswellingandnot

pumpingbloodlikeitshouldbutwearekeepinga

carefuleyeonher

Bongani:areyousureshewillbeok?



Dr:wecanonlybehopefulMrJola

Bongani:(sighed)eish.Okthankyoudoc

Dr:anytime

Zino:whencanweseeher?

Dr:tomorrowbecausewearestillmonitoringher

Zino:okthanks

Henoddedastheybothsighedandleft...

Mgqobi:(gotoffthephone)everythingok?

Bongani:notatallbutweshouldn'tlosehope

Mgqobi:yeah.IjustgotoffthephonewithSamkelo

Dlomo

Bongani:oh?What'sup?

Mgqobi:yourmotherandamancalledMthembu

Xabaareatherhouse?(Zinoswallowed)

Bongani:why?



Mgqobi:MthembuiswaitingonZinobutyour

mothercouldn'tgohomealonefromthehospital

Bongani:(frowned)hospital?

Mgqobi:(sighed)yeah.YoursisterswenttoK-zone

clublastnightandweremercilesslyattackedthere

Both:what!?

Mgqobi:yeahtheyarebothininducedcommasas

wespeakbuttheycanonlybevisitedtomorrow

Bongani:whathavewedonetodeservethis?

Mgqobi:imsosorryguys

Hedroveoffwhiletheybothlookedoutsidetheir

windowswithBonganisoftlyrubbinghisforehead

whileZinosilentlycried.

Attheairport...

Bongani'scolleaguewentthroughthecheckpoints



andwhenhegotouthefrozewithafrownonhis

faceastwoofficersgreetedhim...

Man:howcanihelpyouofficers?

Officer:mayyoupleasecomewithustothepolice

station

Man:why?

Officer:wewouldliketoaskyouafewquestions

aboutthewholeincident

Man:(swallowed)ohok

Theyescortedhimtotheircarwhiletheambulance

wailedheadingtoMsomiFuneralparlourwiththe

Dandalasisters.

Atahospital...

AnursetookNdlovu'scardandstoodbythevital



organmonitorasshefrownednoticingsomething...

Nurse:MrNdlovu?(Hiseyeballsrolledashetried

tospeak)pleasetakeiteasy

Ndlovu:Za...Zane...

Nurse:MrNdlovupleasetrytostaycalm(checked

themonitor)shit,okMrNdlovuimgoingtogetthe

doctorfor...

Ndlovu:ZaneleJola...

Themonitorbeepedandflatlinedasthenurseran

out.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Dr:onemoretime

Hesaidrubbingthedefibrillatorstogetherand

chargedNdlovubutnothinghappenedasthevital

organmonitorjustbeepedstillwithflatlines...

Dr:(sighed)he'sgone.Timeofdeath09:15.Please

makesuretocontactthecloserelatives

Nurse:dr

Dr:yes?

Nurse:there'ssomethinghesaidbeforepassingon

Dr:oh?

Nurse:yeshementionedaname

Dr:who'sname?

Nurse:ZaneleJola



Dr:oh,okthankyounurse.Pleasecontactthe

familyiwillcontactthepolice

Hesaidleavingwhilethenursedroppedhisbedand

coveredhimwithasheetleaving.

AttheDlomo's...

MgqobidrovethroughthegateandparkedasZino

heavedahugesighandgotofffollowedbyBongani.

Mgqobiwentinsidetogreeteveryoneandleftas

JasontriedtoruntoZinobuthisfatherstopped

him...

Jason:papai...

Xaba:no

Zino:(swallowed)hi

Xaba:whywouldyoudosomethinglikethistomy

child?



Zino:imsosorryididn'tknowanythinglikethis

wouldhappen

Xaba:ijustwantedtotellyouthatthisisthelast

timeyouareseeinghim.Imtakinghimoutofyour

schoolalso.Iwantmysontobeinasafespace

andthere'snosafetyaroundyou.Thankyouso

muchMrandMrsDlomo

Sbu:it'snotaproblemmyguy

Xaba:Jasonlet'sgo

Jason:byebye

Samkelo:(smiled)byemylove

Jason:byeauntyZino

Zino:(tearfullysmiled)byebaby

Hisfathertookhishandastheywalkedoutwhile

Zinoblinkedblockinghertearslookingatthem...

Nomayeza:Bonganiwhatisgoingon?



Bongani:(sighed)everythingisjustamessbut

beforeisayanythinghowisVulaandLelo?

Nomayeza:youwon'trecognizethemifyousaw

themmysonidon'tknowiftheywillmakeitbuti

won'tstoppraying

Bongani:hasKennedycommunicatedwithyou?

Nomayeza:yeshehas

Bongani:and?

Nomayeza:hewillbetakingcareofthefinances

Bongani:good(sighed)Kumkaniisnomore

All:what!?

Bongani:hecommittedsuicide

Nomayeza:Bonganistopplayinglikethat

Bongani:imseriousmamaweweretoldwhileatthe

policestation.Hewasfoundhangingonatree

Nomayeza:(tearfully)ohmygrandson.Whywould

hedosomethinglikethistous.Wejustburiedhis

sisteramonthago



Bongani:heleftaletterbutwehaven'treaditit's

withthepolice

Sbu:imsosorrybuddy

Bongani:it'sok

Samkelo:noitsnotBonganiiknowKumkaniwasa

troublesomechildbutyoucan'tdenythefactthat

he'syourson.Whateverhappenshewillforeverbe

yourson

Bongani:yeahiknowbutit'sok

Sbu:justknowthatwhateveryouneedwearehere

tohelpyou

Bongani:thankyou.Sowehave3funeralsto

preparefor

Nomayeza:(sniffing)ohthixo.Senzenikodwa?

Bongani:maybethisisGodpunishingusforallwe

havedone

Samkelo:don'tputitlikethatBongs

Bongani:it'sthetruth.Anywayimthinkingwe

shouldjustburythemadayaftertomorrow



Zino:thatsoon?

Bongani:whatwillwestillbewaitingfor?

Zino:Bonganiyouwanttoburymymother,aunt

andnephewwithoutmysister?

Nomayeza:(frowned)whereisshe?

Zino:inhospital

Samkelo&Nomayeza:what!?

Samkelo:why?

Zino:afterhearingthenewsofKumkani'spassing

shehadacardiacarrestandsufferedastroke

Samkelo:(swallowed)areyoubeingseriousright

now?

Zino:yeah,thedoctorsaysherheartisswellingand

notpumpingbloodnormallybuttheyarekeepinga

closeeyeonher

Samkelo:(tearfully)babeican'taffordtolosemy

friend,no

Sbu:don'tworryloveuZaneleisafightershewill

getthroughthis



Samkelo:strokeplusaheartproblem?That'snota

goodcombinationthat's...

SheswallowedandburstintotearsasSbuhugged

her...

Bongani:Soyeahthat'sitma

Zino:wearenotburyinganyonewithoutmysister

Bongani:Zinoyouheardthedoctorsayingit'sgoing

tobealongroadtorecoveryforher

Zino:wouldyouloveitifweburiedyourmotherand

sisterswithoutyou?(Hekeptquiet)ithoughtas

muchsowearenotburyinganyoneinadayand

that'sit(Bonganisighedrubbinghisface)

Nomayeza:nowwhywereyoutwoandZanele

arrested?

SilencehitthewholeroomasZinoandBongani

swallowedlookingatoneanother...



Bongani:itwasjustamisunderstandingmom

Nomayeza:don'tlietomeBongani

Bongani:(swallowed)imtellingyouthetruthma

Nomayeza:whydidn'tyouguystellthepoliceabout

ThembekaandThando'sdisappearance?

Zino:there'snouseinkeepingthisawayfromher

Bongani

Nomayeza:keepwhataway?

Bongani:(sighed)ma,Kumkaniwasinvolvedwith

dangerouspeople,peoplewhoweresellingdrugs.

RememberthemenwhocameatMbali'sfuneral

thatZaneleendedupgoingwith?

Nomayeza:yes

Bongani:thosepeoplewantedtodealwithKumkani

butZanelesteppedinandendedupkillingthem

Nomayeza:(choked)ntoni!?(What)

Bongani:yesma



Nomayeza:uZaneleuthatheimpilozabantu?

(Zaneletooksomeone'slife)

Bongani:yesma

Nomayeza:howdidshedoit?

Bongani:shepoisonedthem

Nomayeza:hawuhawuhawunoBonganiyouhave

torunawaywhileyoustillcan.Thatwomanisnot

goodforyou

Bongani:anywaytheirbrotherfoundoutandalso

thatit'sZanelewhokilledthemandhedecidedto

takehisrevengeonZanele'smother.Thandowasn't

supposedtobetherebutithappened

Nomayeza:Bonganiareyoulisteningtome?This

womankilledherownmother,auntandchildren

Zino:excuseme?

Nomayeza:u'ndivile(youheardme)

Zino:whatZanelehasbeendoingwaslookoutfor

herfamily.It'sjustthatshewentaboutitthewrong

way



Nomayeza:factisumbalaliuzohlalau'ngumbulali

(akillerwillalwaysbeakiller)somysonsave

yourselfwhileyoustillcan

Bongani:sothatiswhyallthisishappening

Nomayeza:somychildrenwereattackedbecause

ofher?

Bongani:idon'tthinksoma

Nomayeza:whywouldtheybeattackedoutof

nowhere?Itcan'tbeacoincidence

Zino:wellmaybeyourexhusbandtobeandyour

sisterwifecouldbethereasonbehindit.Just

becauseZanelehasmadeafewbaddecisions

doesn'tmeaneverybadthingthat'shappeningis

herfault.Givemysisterabreak

Bongani:youmighthaveapointthereZinosowe

willhavetoinformthepoliceofwhowesuspect

Nomayeza:theonlypersonwithaproblemhereand

faultisZanelefinish

Zino:uabaleamagamaakhongosisiwami(watch

howyouspeakofmysister)



Bongani:okguyscanweatleasttrynottofight

please

Zino:tellthattoyourmother

Nomayeza:shouldmychildrennotmakeitI'm...

Bongani:weeJesu,macan'tyouhearme?Sbudah

canyoupleasedropusoffatmyhouse

Sbu:yeahnoproblem

Zino:iwillcallanubertomyhouse

Bongani:Zinoyoucan'tbealoneatatimelikethis

Zino:welliwantto

Samkelo:justletherbeBongs

Zino:thankyouSammy

Bongani:ok,youknowwheretofindmewhenyou

needmelet'sgomom

Nomayeza:imnotgoingintoamurderer'shouse

Bongani:bathong

Nomayeza:yebo.Sbusisomysontakemetomy

daughter'shouseplease



Sbu:okma

Bongani:idramaengaga?Yoh(somuchdrama)

HeclappedonceastheyfollowedSbutohiscar

whileZinosighedsittingback.

Atthestation...

LeratosigheddiallingHambaniTravellingagency...

Lerato:isocan'tbelieveimworkingonmyweekend

off.HelloisthisHambaniTravellingagency?

Lady:yesma'amhowmaywebeofhelp?

Lerato:youarespeakingtoDetectiveLeratoSeboko

fromThembisapolicestationiwouldliketoaskyou

afewquestions

Lady:okma'amnoproblem

Lerato:howlonghaveyoubeeninbusiness?



Lady:10yearsnow

Lerato:ok.Didyourunacompetitionofrecent?

Lady:yesma'am

Lerato:whatkind?

Lady:thecontestantsjusthadtoanswerafew

questionsaboutourservicesandthewinnerwona

triptoFrance

Lerato:notDubai?

Lady:noma'amnotDubai.Ourwinnerisactually

stillonhertriptheyareonlycomingbacktomorrow

Lerato:ohokthankyousomuchmylady

Lady:ihopeyougotwhatyouwanteddetective

Lerato:yesma'amihave.Bye

Lady:bye

TheyhungupasLeratosighedscribblingafew

notesdown...



Molao:youwon'tbelievewhatijustheard

Lerato:bathongdon'tthrowyourselfinmyoffice

likethatyouwillgivemeaheartattack

Molao:sorry

Lerato:what'sup?

Molao:thehospitaljustcalledmeandtoldme

Ndlovuisnomore

Lerato:(sighed)areyouseriousrightnow

Molao:yeahbuthere'swhat'sinteresting

Lerato:mhem?

Molao:hementionedZaneleJolabeforehepassed

on

Lerato:why?

Molao:becauseshe'stheonehewasfightingwith

Lerato:butthenZinoandBonganideniedknowing

him

Molao:exactly.Theyhavealotofexplainingtodo.

AllimwaitingforisAnnetoconfirmthelocationof



thenumberinNdlovu'sphonethenwetakethemin

againbutwhilewaitingonthatimgoingaskthe

manwhofoundthebodiesinDubaiafewquestions

Lerato:ohhe'sherealready?

Molao:yeahhejustarrived

Lerato:ohokthenallthebest

Molao:thanks

HewalkedoutwhileLeratosatbackswingingher

chair...

Lerato:nomatterwhatyoudoyouwillneverrun

fromthetruthitwillalwayscatchupwithyou.

AttheJola's...

TheguardsopenedforKennedywhileBongani

camedownaftertakingashower.Herespondedto



afewmailsasKennedyknockedonceandwent

inside...

Bongani:ihaven'twelcomedyouinKennedy

Kennedy:sboshwa(theylaughed)

Bongani:it'snotfunnyman

Kennedy:imsorrybuddy

Bongani:itiswellhey

Kennedy:iseeSamkelohasreleasedapress

statementthatZaneleishospitalisedandyouhave

lostyoursonimreallysorry

Bongani:thanks

Kennedy:andaboutyoursistersaswell

Bongani:imjustgladthatyouaretaking

responsibilityforwhathappened

Kennedy:wellihavetobutyourmotherseemsto

notwanttohearathing

Bongani:she'sjustemotionalatthemomentleave



hertome

Kennedy:butiwouldunderstandifshewantsto

suetheclub

Bongani:nomaniwon'tallowittogetthere.Come

onyouaretakingcareoftheirmedicalexpenses

thatismorethanenough

Kennedy:yeahshehasthefinalsaytheyareher

childrenafterall

Bongani:neverinyourlifeletsomeonewalkallover

youforsomethingthat'snotyourfault.Imeanyou

can'thavecamerasinrestroomsthatwouldbe

invasionofprivacy

Kennedy:thanksforunderstanding

Bongani:imabusinessmansoyeah

Kennedy:(smiled)sohowfarwithfindingyour

inlawskillers?

Bongani:theyaredead

Kennedy:oh?

Bongani:whichissomethingwedidn'twantto



happenbutsomeonekilledthemnowwearebeing

questionedfortheirdeath

Kennedy:sothepoliceknewabouttheabduction?

Bongani:notheydidn't

Kennedy:why?

Bongani:because...(rememberedhewasaSeboko

andsighed)canwepleasetalkaboutsomething

else

Kennedy:okiunderstandbuthowdoyouplanonat

leastfindingthekillersoftheabductors?

Bongani:wouldyouliketeaorcoffee?

Kennedy:don'tyoutrustme?

Bongani:nottosoundrudeoranythingbutthisisa

privatefamilymatterKen

Kennedy:butimyourfriendbuddy

Bongani:yesbutpleaserespecttheprivacy.

Kennedy:what,youthinkimightgotellmysister?

Bongani:ineversaidsuchathing



Kennedy:(puthishandonhisthigh)Bongsicare

aboutyou

Bongani:(swallowedlookingathishand)ithink

coffeewillbefine

Kennedy:Bongs?

HesniffedgoingtothekitchenwhileKennedy

slowlyturnedtohimwithasmileonhisface.

Atthepolicestation...

Molao:sir

Man:colonel

Molao:allineedisforyoutoanswerafew

questionsforme

Man:ok

Molao:don'tyouwantlegalrepresentation?

Man:imokcolonel



Molao:ohok.HowareyourelatedtotheJola's?

Man:BonganiJolaismybusinesspartnerand

friend.Weattendedvarsitytogether

Molao:closeenoughtoknowhisfamilymembers?

Man:yes

Molao:dotheyknowyou?

Man:yescolonel

Molao:sirwhatwereyoudoinginDubai?

Man:iwasonabusinesstrip

Molao:ohandthenyouhappenedtobumpintotwo

deadbodies?

Man:MrJolatoldmethathisparentsweremissing

sosinceweworktogetheridecidedtohelphim

locatethem

Molao:whydidn'tyoulocatetheDubaipolice?

Man:youknowhowpoliceservicescanbeslow

andagainpeoplewhooftenabductothersalways

havecontactsintheforce.Imilying?



Molao:noyou'renot

Man:soifyouweremewhatwouldyoudo?

Molao:imtheonewho'ssupposedtoaskthe

questions.Youtookthelawintoyourhandshere

Man:weallhavetherighttoensurethatwearesafe

thatiswhytherearegunlicensessoasanIT

specialistit'smydutytousemyknowledgeand

skillstofindsomeoneiftheygomissingandagain

youdon'tknowifweweregoingtoreportornot

Molao:(sighed)doyouknowthepeoplewho

abductedthem?

Man:no

Molao:areyousure?

Man:yes

Molao:okyoumaygohome

Man:soimnotarrested?

Molao:youwerebroughtintoanswerquestionssir

Man:ohokthankyou.Goodday



Molao:youtoo

HemadehiswayoutwhileMolaosatbackand

turnedwithhischairwithhispeninhismouth...

Molao:youpeopleshouldhonestlystoplying.

Insteadofsavingyourselvesyouarelanding

yourselvesinmoretrouble.(Sighed)humanbeings

Hetookthefileandheadedtohisoffice.

Intheholdingcells...

GogosatuponherbedwhileLazerpacedaround

thecell...

Gogo:canyoustopthat

Lazer:gogoareyouawareofwhereweare?



Gogo:yes

Lazer:anditsjustushereallthepeoplewhoare

supposedtobeinhereareouttherecomfortablein

theirownhomes.(Scoffed)tothinkthatiwanted

nothingtodowiththis?Thesamepersonwhogot

meinthiswholenonsensedecidedtotakehislife

Gogo:imsorrymysonit'sgoingtobeok

Lazer:ok?How,howGogo?Nothingisgoingtobe

okwearedoomedweshouldjustacceptthatthisis

ournewlife

Gogo:no

Lazer:whatdoyoumeanno?

Gogo:ihaveaplantogetusoutofhere

Lazer:whatplan?

Gogo:imgoingtocutadealwiththepolice

Lazer:whatdeal?

Gogo:theygiveusourfreedomandigivethemthe

Jola'sinasilverplatter

Lazer:what!?Doyouknowthepeopleyouwantto



goagainst?Ican'tbetraymyfriend

Gogo:friend?Kumkaniwasneveryourfriendhe

usedyoumyson.Whereishenow?Doyouseehim

anywherehere?

Lazer:he'sdead

Gogo:exactly.Hetooktheeasywayoutnowyou

arelefttodealwitheverythingalone.Humiliation

andall.Thefactthatwearepoorshouldbe

humiliationenoughnotprisonsoletmedealwith

thisthebestwayiknowhow

Lazer:whatiftheyfindtheweed?

Gogo:asfarasimconcernedthattallyellowbone

withdreadsismysupplier.Shecametomeand

forcedmetosellforher

Lazer:hisauntgogothat'sdefamationofcharacter

youwanttobesued?

Gogo:notunlessit'sfoundatherplace

Lazer:bathongGogo

Gogo:ittakestwototangomyson.Youwilltell

themthatyoulearntfromthebest.Nowwiththe



Jola'siknowtheyaregivingthemtherunaround

aboutthedrugsissuesoimgoingtosinglikea

canary

Lazer:youareconniving

Gogo:(smiled)iknow

Hesatdownlookingatherindisbeliefwhileshe

laidbackonherbed.

AtMandla'shotel...

LindiweopenedthedoorasMandlasmiledlooking

upather...

Mandla:just5minutesiwillbedonethenwegofor

ourdate

Lindiwe:yourhotelisnice

Mandla:thankyou



Lindiwe:sowhereareyoutakingme?

Mandla:tothelongestdateofyourlifebutiwanna

knowonethingthough

Lindiwe:ok?

Mandla:areyouscaredofheights?

Lindiwe:nope

Mandla:perfect.Wearegoodtogo

Lindiwe:(smiled)justtellmewherewearegoing

Mandla:canyoupleaseletmesurpriseyou

Lindiwe:youbetternotdisappointbecauseiwent

throughalotformomtogivemepermissionto

leave

Mandla:don'tworry.Wewillgethersomethingshe

reallylikestokeepherquiet

Lindiwe:(laughed)youcharmer

Theylaughedleavingandgotinsidethecar...



Mandla:how'severythingwithyourdad?

Lindiwe:mxmthatloser,momservedhimwith

divorcepapers

Mandla:heebanna,why?

Lindiwe:whystaywithsomeonewho'sofnouse

plusouruncletreatsherandusbetterthan...

(clearedherthroat)nevermindisaidanything

Mandla:(frowned)ohokanyway,youaredressed

perfectlyforthedayyouknow

Lindiwe:oh(lookedback)apicnicbasket?Really

Mandla?That'sthesurprise?

Mandla:it'snotanordinarypicnic

Lindiwe:(scoffed)wow

Mandla:playsomemusicandstoptryingtofishfor

thesurprise

Theylaughedassheputonherphoneandplayed

somemusic.



Atthestation...

Leratowhistledorganizingherdeskandtookher

belongingsonlytobumpintoherbrotheratthe

door...

Lerato:ohheyKen

Kennedy:havingajollisee

Lerato:(frowned)what?

Kennedy:areyounotgettingenoughactioninyour

lifeLerato?Doesyourgiantnotgiveyouenough

pleasure?

Lerato:heelang

Kennedy:don'theelangmeiaskedyouaquestion

Lerato:areyouok?

Kennedy:ibetyoudon'torgasmenoughsoyoutry

fishforitinarrestinginnocentpeople

Lerato:okyouhaveinsultedmeenough



Kennedy:whathavetheJola'sdonetoyou?

Lerato:incaseyouforgotmyjobdescription,Ideal

withcriminalsthatincludesarrestingthem

Kennedy:toarrestsomeoneandjustblurtoutthat

theirsonhangedhimselflikethat,haveyounosoul?

Lerato:howmanysoulshasshetaken?

Kennedy:Zaneleisnotakiller

Lerato:(scoffed)yeahrightkeeptellingyourself

that.Ifyouarenotcarefulyouaregoingtoendup

withyourbackinacheapcasket

Kennedy:icanaffordadecentcoffin.Wecan'tsay

thesameaboutyou

Lerato:(sighed)canigohomenow,ihadagood

daytoletitberuinedbyyou

Kennedy:Leratoyoudon'twanttodothiswithme

Lerato:(turned)excuseme?

Kennedy:iseeyouforgetthatimyourbigbrother

andiknowyoumorethananyoneandifyoudon't

getridofthisstupidobsessionabouttheJola's



you're...

Lerato:(pointedathimwithhercarkeys)you

wouldn'tdare

Kennedy:justkeepdoingwhatyouaredoinglittle

sisjustkeepatitandiwillshowyouwhatthey

meanbyittakestwotosingaduetandyousodon't

wanttoduetwithme

Lerato:Kennedy...

Kennedy:enjoyyourSundayevening

Lerato:Kennedyareyouthreateningme?

Kennedy:noit'sapromise.Thislittlejobofyours

andthatstupidgiantofyourswillvanishintothin

airjustlikethat

Hesnappedhisfingersandlookedatherfrom

downupandclickedhistongueleaving.Lerato

swallowedcheckingiftherewasanyonearound

andsighedwalkingoutshakingherhead.



AttheJola's...

Zinoparkedhercarinherparkingasherphone

rangandquicklyansweredseeingXaba'snameon

thescreen...

Zino:hi

Xaba:hi,ijustgotoffthephonewithSemakaleng's

mothershecan'tseemtogetholdofher,doyou

perhapsknowwhereshecouldbe?

Ahugelumpgotstuckonherthroatasshesat

therewithhermouthopen,eyeswidenedandheart

racing...

^

^

^

^



^

.....
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Xaba:Zino?(Checkedhisphone)Zino?

Zino:(clearedherthroat)hi,hisomethingdisturbed

meyouweresaying?

Xaba:isaidijustgotoffthephonewith

Semakaleng'smothershesaysshecan'tgetholdof

herneithercanisoiwantedtoknowifyouknew

whereshemightbe

Zino:ihonestlydon'tbecausethelasttimeisaw

herwaswhenshepackedherbagsandleft

Xaba:shedidn'tsaywhereshewasgoing?

Zino:shesaidshehadfoundahousetorentanda

betterjob

Xaba:ohbutitsunlikehertoswitchoffherphone



Zino:maybeshedecidedtochangehernumber

Xaba:andnottellmeorhermother?She'ssomeone

whodoesn'tgoadaywithouttalkingtoherson

Zino:idon'tknowandagainpeoplechange

Xaba:youwouldknowthatwon'tyou

Zino:(sighed)isthatall?

Xaba:pleasetellmeifshecontactsyou

Zino:whywouldshe?

Xaba:maybesheforgotsomethingatyourhouse

Zino:icheckedsheleftnothing

Xaba:whydidn'tyoutellmeaftershesaidshewas

leaving?

Zino:iwasoverwhelmedtryingtolookformy

parents

Xaba:yeahgoingagainstthelaw

Zino:okithinkimgoingtohangupnow

Xaba:youguysreallyneedtoturnyourlives...(she

hunguponhim)



Zino:mxmwegetthatyouarealawabidingcitizen

youdon'thavetorubitalloverourfacesleaveus

stupidcuntsbewithourimperfectlives

Sheclickedhertongueandheadedinsidewhile

Xabathoughtfullysatbackonthecouch...

Xaba:Jason?

Jason:yesdad

Xaba:whenwasthelasttimeyousawmom?

Jason:atauntyZino'shouse

Xaba:didshehavebagswithher?

Jason:no

Xaba:areyousure?

Jason:yesdad

Xaba:sosheneversaidbyetoyou?

Jason:nobecauseweleftheratthehousewhen

auntyZinoandiwentoutforicecream.Iwokeup



thenextmorningandshewasnotaroundthenwe

wenttoauntyZino'sbrother'shousewheretheyleft

me

Xaba:ohok.(Sighed)butwhywouldSemakaleng

dothisshecan'tjustdisappearfromthefaceof

earthlikethisletaloneswitchoffherphone.Thisis

sounlikeher

Jason:issheokdad?

Xaba:yeahijustwantedtoknow

Jason:ok

Hesaidtakinghisballgoingoutsidetoplay.

MeanwhileattheJola's,Zinofixedherselfaglass

ofwhiskeyandjoinedBonganionthecouch...

Bongani:howisshe?

Zino:lyingtherehopelessidon'tseeherwakingup

anytimesoon.Howareyoursisters?

Bongani:theyarestilloutaswellhey



Zino:butisitpromising?

Bongani:thedoctorssayssobutiseenochange

Zino:welltheyknowwhattheyaretalkingabout.

Howfarwiththepoliceconcerningtheircase?

Bongani:thatwordaloneirkstheshitoutofme,

theyareslowasalways.Theysaybecausethere

arenocamerasintherestroomsthere'snothing

theycandountiloneofthegirlswakeupand

maybetellthemsomething

Zino:ihaveastrongfeelingitsZulu

Bongani:metooimeanhe'sscornedbecausemom

wantstodivorcehimandthatthecompanyis

closeddown

Zino:didhethinkweweregoingtolethimgetaway

withstealingfromus

Bongani:imnotevenworriedabouthim.Imworried

aboutusZee,wehavefuneralstoprepareforonthe

otherhandthepoliceareonournecks

Zino:ijustwanttosqueezeoutthelivingshitoutof

thatprouddetective



Bongani:(scoffed)thatwomanhasabonetopick

withtheJola'sisweartoyou

Zino:it'sasifshecan'tbreathwhenweareouthere.

Didyouseeherfacewhentheytoldusabout

Kumkani'spassing

Bongani:shedoesn'tknowwhatitfeelsliketohave

andloseachildthat'swhyshe'ssoheartless.

Enoughabouther,whatdoyouthinkaboutburying

themadayaftertomorrow?

Zino:(sighed)ihavethoughtaboutandwehaveno

choicebutto.Wehavealotonourplatessothe

soonerwegetoveranddonewithitthebetter

Bongani:good,thatmeanstomorrowweshouldgo

findoutwhatKumkaniwroteinthatletter

Zino:ijusthopeitsnothingincriminating

Bongani:wecanonlyhopebutiforoneI'mready

foranything.Yoursisterdidusdirtyhonestly

Zino:idon'tknowhowmanytimesihaveescaped

prisonbutbythelookofthingsiwillbewearingthe

orangedresssoon



Bongani:(chuckled)haveyoufoundoutwhoshe

couldhaveworkedwith?

Zino:ihaven'thadtimetolookintoitbutassoonas

igetachanceiwill

Bongani:thesooneryoudothatthebetterandalso

weneedtogetridofthenumberwewere

communicatingwithNdlovuwithbeforetheythink

oftrackingit

Zino:whydidn'tyouthinkaboutthatsooner?

Bongani:ihavebeeninmyemotionsoflateidon't

knowifimcomingorgoinghonestly

Zino:iknowexactlywhatyouaretalkingaboutlet

megettoit.

ShesaidgoingtothestudywhileoutsideKennedy

parkedasBonganifrownedwonderingwhoitwas.

Hejustpushedthedooropenandwentin...

Bongani:youshouldtreatthishousewithrespect



Kennedy:youguysshouldcalmdownandnot

worryaboutathingihavejustmadesurethatyou

don'tgotoprison

Bongani:(frownedconfused)what?

Kennedy:yesihadachatwithmysisterand

remindedherofwhatshewouldloseifshedoesn't

treadcarefully

Bongani:noKennedyyoudidn'thaveto

Kennedy:yourinlawswereabductedbysomeidiot

whothoughttheworldrevolvedaroundhim.Not

onlydidheabductthembuthekilledthem.That

manhastakenalotfromyouguysandyouhaveto

gotojailforhimallbecauseyoutriedgettingthem

backwithoutinvolvingthepolice?Hellnoand

whoeverkilledhimdidtheworldjustice

Bongani:bathongKennedy

Kennedy:canipleasehaveadrink

Bongani:helpyourselfisn'tthisyourhomenow

KennedychuckledgoingtothestashwhileBongani



lookedathimstillpuzzledandscoffedshakinghis

headnotbelievingwhathejustheard.

THEFOLLOWINGDAY

AttheZulu's...

Khethiwestoppedwateringtheplantsand

answeredherringingphone...

Khethiwe:KhethiweZuluhello

Zulu:ihopeyouhadtimetothinkaboutwhatyou

gavemetheotherday

Khethiwe:ohZulu,hi

Zulu:whyareyoudoingthistomeKhethiwe?

Khethiwe:whatdoyouexpectustodo?Weneedto

getonwithourliveshowdoyouthinkweare

survivingwithnomoneycomingin?



Zulu:youaremywifeKhethiweyoushouldbeby

myside

Khethiwe:(laughed)yeahrightimyourwifeonly

whenitsuitsyoubutwhenyouarebusyenjoying

thecitylifeyoucanevenforgetyouhavechildren.

Haipissoffman

Zulu:whyareyouwomenlikethis?Whydoyou

alwayskickadogwhileit'sdown?

Khethiwe:oh,goodthatyourealisedthatyouarea

dogbecauseyoudeserveit

Zulu:soyoudidn'tcomebackheretofixthings?

Khethiwe:after10years?Don'ttakemeforajoke

please

Zulu:areyoucheatingonmeKhethiwe?

Khethiwe:imnotadirtybastardlikeyou

Zulu:isweartoyouifyouareleavingmefor

anothermanyouare...

Khethiwe:justsignthedamnpapersandgetitover

anddonewith(sheclickedhertonguehangingup)

veleimleavingyouforanotherman,yourbrotherat



thatandjustsoyouknowhegivesit10timesbetter

thanyou.Rubbish

Shesaidputtinghermusicbackonandcontinued

wheresheleftoff.

Atthestation...

Leratolaughedgettingoffthephoneandwentin

theinterrogationroomwhereGogowasseated...

Lerato:aaahfeelingathomeisee

Gogo:wereyounottaughtmannerswhenyougrew

up?

Lerato:excuseme?

Gogo:yougreetyoureldersjustbecauseimunder

yourmercydoesn'tmeanyoushouldtreatmelikea

fool



Lerato:goodmorning.Youaskedtoseeme

Gogo:yeah.Sit

Lerato:whatcanihelpyouwith?

Gogo:questioniswhatcanIhelpyouwith

Lerato:idon'tunderstand

Gogo:ihavethepowertosaveyouallthetroubleof

tryingtocatchtheJola's

Lerato:oh?

Gogo:ononeconditionthough

Lerato:andthatis?

Gogo:youreleasemysonandi

Lerato:butmayoulied

Gogo:iknowsowhat'sitgoingtobe?Areyou

takingtheeasywaytotheJola'sorthehardway?

Lerato:whatexactlydoyouhaveforme?

Gogo:easyorhard?

Lerato:whatifisayeasy?



Gogo:younggirljustanswerme

Lerato:(sighed)okeasyway

Gogo:(smiled)goodgirlnowgowriteand

agreementandbringitformetosign

Lerato:whatifyoudon'tgivemewhatiwant?

Gogo:noonewouldgamblewiththeirfreedom

Lerato:sosaysawomanwhowefound5bagsof

weedatherhouse

Gogo:(smiled)ifiwereyouiwouldbeonmyfeet

gettingtheagreementreadybecausewhatihave

foryouwouldevengetyouapromotion

Lerato:(squinthereyes)iwillgetbacktoyou

beforetheendoftheday.Letmespeaktomyboss

first

Gogo:sendanudeorsomething(Leratowidened

hereyes)rumourhasitthatyoutwoareanitem

Lerato:huh?

Gogo:thesewallshaveears(leanedtowardsher)

andtrustmeimnotyourordinaryGogo



ShewinkedandsmiledasLeratoscoffedand

walkedoutshakingherhead...

Lerato:takeherbacktohercellofficer

InhisofficeMolaosentandemailandansweredhis

phone...

Molao:MsVanLeesburg

Anne:ihavesomethingforyou

Molao:ok?

Anne:imanagedtotrackthenumberyouaskedme

to

Molao:okand?

Anne:itwascommunicatingwithNdlovufrom

Waterfall

Molao:(smiled)thankyousomuchAnne:it'snota



problem.TheJola'sarealloverthenewsisee

Molao:it'snotrainingbutpouringforthemandwe

arenotgoingtogiveupuntilwehavethemwhere

wewantthembutthepersonwewantmostlyisthe

oneatthehospitalthoseothertwomightjustget

offwithafine.Wecan'thavethembehindbarsuntil

wehaveZaneleJola

Anne:yeahanywayallthebestlet'shopeshe

wakesupsoon

Molao:thanks.Wethershewakesupinamonth,3

orayearshe'sgoingtofindhertroubleswaitingfor

her.

Anne:(chuckled)yeahheyyoucanneverrunaway

fromthewrathoftheuniverse

Molao:iconcur

Theychuckledhangingupasthedooropenedwith

Leratosighing...

Molao:areyouok?



Lerato:isn'tittheoldwoman

Molao:whatabouthernow?

Lerato:shesaysshewantstogivetheJola'stous

inasilverplatterbutnowwehavetoguranteeher

freedom

Molao:okifshe'swillingtotalkwhydon'tyoulisten

toher?

Lerato:shewantsawrittenagreementbetweenus

andhersothatshe'ssurewewon'tbackdownon

her

Molao:okthenfixthat.ImgoingtotheJola'ssoon

Lerato:ohokijustwantedyourpermission

Molao:sincewhendoyouneedmypermission?

Youarethedetectivesoifyouseeanopportunityto

dealwithaproblemgoforit

Lerato:okthanks

Molao:ohandAnnejustcalledshesaysshe

managedtotrackthenumberthatwas

communicatingwithNdlovu



Lerato:ohokand?

Molao:itwasinWaterfall

Lerato:ohok

Molao:(fronwed)areyouok?

Lerato:yeswhy?

Molao:youarenotthesameLeratothatisawwhen

wearrestedthewholelot

Lerato:iguessimjusttired

Molao:areyousure?

Lerato:yeahletmegoandgettheagreementready

Molao:buti...

SheleftasMolaosatbackconfusedwithafrown

onhisface...

Molao:o-kay,that'sweird



Atthehospital...

KennedyopenedtheroomwhereZanelewasinand

wentinside.Heswallowedlookingatherconnected

toallthemachinesandsighedholdingherhand...

Kennedy:imissyousomuch.

ThatmomentSamkelomadeaquickstopbythe

door...

Kennedy:wewerereadytotakeovertheworldyou,

BonganiandI.(Samkelofronwed)ireallycare

aboutyouZaneleandalsoBongani.Iwoulddo

anythingforyouguysevenifitmeansgoingtothe

endsoftheworldtomakesurethaty'allaresafe

andfree.Idon'tmindlosingafamilymemberjustto

makesureyouareok,that'showmuchicareabout

youguys.Ihaveneverimaginedbeingwithanyone

elsebesidesyouandthepersonyoumarried



(Samkelowidenedhereyes)yesihavelonghada

thingforyouandiknoweverythingaboutyou

(Samkelofrowned).Onewouldsayit'sobsession

butformeit'sthedefinitionoftheamountoflovei

haveforyou.(Smiled)yourbraveryandzealto

alwayswinhadmefromthegetgoandinever

thoughtyouwerereallythatbraveuntilidiscovered

thatyoumarriedamanwhomyoukilledhisfather

(Samkelowidenedhereyesandcoveredhermouth

inshock)thatmademefallinlovewithyoueven

moreZanele.Thefactthatyouhavebeenrunning

Leetruckingforsomanyyearswithoutanyone

noticingathingsoldme(Samkeloshookherhead

indisbelief)that'swheniknewihadtodo

everythinginmypowertomakesurethatifindmy

waytoyouandthankGodyoumarriedmyalltime

friendandchildhoodboyfriend(Samkelocovered

hermouthagain)ican'twaitforyoutowakeupso

thatwecangetonwithourlivesjustasthethreeof

us.IloveyouZaneleJola.IagreedtokillNdlovu

becauseiknewitwasgoingtomakethingseasier

forustobetogetherand...



Samkeloaccidentallypushedthedoorasitopened

whilesheranoff.Kennedyquicklylookedbackwith

afrownandwenttoittocheckwhowasthere.He

foundnooneandwentbackinsideclearinghis

throat...

Kennedy:ishouldgetgoing.Pleasewakeupwe

havealottotakecareof

Heputtheflowershehadonthesideandkissed

herforeheadthenwenttothereception...

Kennedy:hi

Lady:Hi

Kennedy:areyourcctvcamerasworking?

Lady:nosirtheyarebeingattendedtotoday

Kennedy:ohokthanks



Lady:you'rewelcome

Hesighedlookingbackandleftwhileinhercar

Samkelodroppedherseatwatchinghim...

Samkelo:itoldyouZanele,thismanisafreak.

Bathonghowdoesonegotosuchlengthstoknow

aboutanotherperson?Yohandhowdidheeven

acquirethismuchinformation?

AtSbu'shouse...

HegaveMandlaadrinkashetookhisbabyfrom

hermat...

Mandla:manyourdaughterreallygrowsupfast

Sbu:shelivesinahappyhomewhywouldn'tshe

(theylaughed)



Mandla:hellobabygirl

Sheignoredhimandplayedwithherfather's

beared...

Sbu:nowiknowshewon'tfallforyouwhenyoutry

yourluckwithherwhenshe's19youpervert

Mandla:wowreallynow(theylaughed)

Sbu:weallknowyouwith19yearoldsbuttrustme

iwouldkillyouonmydaughtereses

Mandla:ithinkiwillbemarriedtoZulu'sdaughter

bythen

Sbu:ohsoit'spromising?

Mandla:ohyes.Itookherforapicnicinahotair

balloonthechickwaschuffedman

Sbu:wellyouareonehellofaromanticthat'sone

goodthingaboutyou

Mandla:ahnowhenitcomestothatdepartmenti

takethecup.Youboyshavenothingonme



Sbu:true

Mandla:andshementionedsomethingweirdyou

knowbutbrusheditoff

Sbu:what?

Mandla:somethingabouthermotherdivorcingZulu

andheruncletreatingthembetterthanZulu

Sbu:oh?

Mandla:yeah

Sbu:youthinkshe'sbeenhittingitoffwithZulu's

brother

Mandla:yeahman

Sbu:ohisee

Mandla:mmh,hellonunu

Shestillignoredhimashelaughedanddownedhis

whiskeywhileSbuthoughtaboutwhathejusttold

him.



AttheJola's...

BonganiofferedMolaoaseatashesatonanother

couchwithZino...

Bongani:whatcanwedoforyoucolonel?Weare

busyplanningthesendoffofourmothersandson

tomorrowandwewereplanningtocomethroughto

thestationtoreadtheletter

Molao:goodthingicamewithitbutfirstihaveone

questionforyouguys

Both:(lookedatoneanother)ok?

Molao:youheardaboutNdlovu'spassingright?

Both:oh?

Molao:yeshepassedonandhesaidsomething

Both:(frowned)what?

Molao:hementionedZaneleJola'sname

Both:oh?



Molao:yesandquestionis,whywouldPallance

NdlovumentionZaneleJola'snamejustseconds

beforepassingonwhileyouguysclaimyoudon't

knowhim?

Theyswallowedandlookedatoneanotherwhile

Bonganirubbedhisthighs.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Molaolookedatthemwithasmileonhisfaceas

theyclearedtheirthroats...



Zino:howarewesupposedtoknowpeoplewhotalk

toZanele?

Molao:she'syoursisterandyouguyshaveavery

closerelationshipsothere'snohowshecannottell

youabouthercontactsandasforyouMrJolashe's

yourwife

Zino:she'smysisteryesandwehaveaclose

relationshipbutitsnotalwaysthatshewouldtell

meaboutwhoshetalksto

Bongani:sameappliestome.Iknowmywifeisa

businesswomanbutidon'tknowmostofher

investors.Soifthere'ssomeonewhowouldexplain

betterwhoNdlovuisitsherbutunfortunatelyshe's

fightingforherlifeonahospitalbed

Molao:soyoustillaresayingyoudon'tknowwho

Ndlovuis?

Bongani:wedon't.

Molao:okthenpleaseexplainthistome



HesaidgivingthemanenvelopeasZinofrowned

openingit...

Molao:asaPIandITspecialistibelieveyouwill

understandwhatthatis

Zino:triangulationinformationofastrangenumber

idon'trecognisearoundourarea

Molao:notaroundbutexactlyinthisyard

Bongani:(clearedhisthroat)whatdoesthis

supposedtomean?

Molao:thatisthenumberthatcommunicatedwith

Ndlovupriorhisdeath.Youcanevenseethe

conversations

Zino:wedon'tknownothingaboutthis

Molao:ohreallynow?

Both:yes

Molao:butyouguyswereworkingonfindingyour

parentsandthat'swhatpeopleofyourlineofwork

tendtodoinordertotryandgettosomething.I



haveworkedwithprivateinvestigatorsiknowhow

itworks

Zino:wellZanelehasbeenaroundusforalong

timetolearntheropes

Molao:oh?

Zino:imilyingBongani?

Bongani:noyou'renot

Molao:Bongani,Zinokuhle

Both:yescolonel

Molao:it'snottoolatetoturnanewleafpleasefor

oncejustbehonestwithus.Theonlythingyoutwo

havedonewrongiskeepinformationfromusand

youwilldefinitelygetafinefromcourt.Theperson

atfaulthereisZaneleJola,thethreeofusknow

thatandialsoknowthatyoufeeldeeplyforherand

woulddoanythingtoprotectherbuthowlongwill

youdothatfor?Howfardoyouguysthinkyouwill

getwiththisbackandforth?

Bongani:wehearyouofficerandallwearedoing

rightnowistellyouthetruth.Wedon'tknowthis



manandwehaven'ttriedtocommunicatewithhim

Molao:thenhowwereyouplanningtofreeyour

parents?

Bongani:youwanttoreallyknow?

Molao:ofcourse

Bongani:justasecondplease(hewenttothestudy)

Zino:yousureyoudon'twantanythingtodrink?

Molao:nothankyou

Zino:ok

Bonganicamebackwithsomedocumentsand

gavethemtoMolao...

Molao:what'sthis?

Bongani:That'salltheinformationyouneedto

knowaboutPallanceNdlovu,wewereplanningto

takethatinformationtoyouguysoncewewere

certainofourparent'ssafetybutallthatgotruined



whenNdlovugotkilledbysomeonewedon'tknow.

Clearlythemanhasalotofenemieslookingatthat

informationcolonel

MolaoswallowedlookingonwhileZinoand

Bonganiwaitedonhisreponse...

Molao:thisismyboss

Bongani:yes.Pallanceworkedwithalotofbig

namesinandoutofthiscountrythatiswhyhehas

beenabletorunadrugdealershipsuccessfullyfor

somanyyears

Molao:whydidn'tyoucometouswiththissooner,

noneofthiswouldbehappening.

Bongani:consideringthefactthathe'sworkingwith

oneofyourbosses,awholepoliceministerwe

thoughtyouwoulddragyourfeetbecauseyoulove

yourjob

Molao:(sighed)okthankyouforthisinformationi

willtakeitfromhere.Onethingaboutmeisthati



hatecorruptionwetheryouareabovemeornoti

woulddoanythingtomakesureyouaredonewith

sothankyouMrJola

Bongani:thepleasureisallmine

Zino:sowhatdoesthatmean?

Molao:iunderstandwhyyoudidwhatyoudidandi

believeyouguyswhenyousayyoudon'tknow

NdlovuiguessweshouldwaitforMrsJolatowake

upnow

HeputthedocumetsnexttohimwhileZinoand

Bonganisoftlysmiledatoneanotherrelievedashe

tookouttheletter...

Molao:mayireadtheletter?

Both:yescolonel(heopeneditandfrowned)

Bongani:and?(Heturnedittothem)

Both:"imsosorryfornotbeingaperfectsontoyou

mombutihopeiwillbeabetteroneontheother



sideoftheworld.Imsorrymomforallthethingsi

putyouthrough.XO"

Molao:sowouldyoutellmeallthatisabout?(They

lookedatoneanother)

Bongani:colonel...

Zino:onceagainyouwillhavetowaitforZaneleto

wakeup

Molao:wellyouarehisfatherclearlyyouknow

whathe'stalkingabout

Bongani:imcluelessandasyoucanseehe

mentionedhismothernotoncebuttwice

Molao:soyouhadnoproblemwithhim?

Bongani:noididn't

Molao:(scoffed)ohok.Thankyouthatwillbeall

Zino:thankyoucolonel

Hetookhisthingsandleft.Assoonasheclosed

thedoorbehindhimtheyheavedhugesighsas

Zinopouredtwoglassesofwhiskey...



Bongani:whatwasthat?

Zino:idon'tknow

Bongani:thatwasaclosecall

Zino:iknowright

Bongani:butwehavejustthrownZaneleunderthe

bus

Zino:(tappingtheglasswithherfinger)don'tworry

aboutthatoneihaveaperfectplantomakesureall

goesaccordingly

Bongani:whatisit?

Shedownedherwhiskeyandsatdowntellinghim

aboutherplan.

AttheDlomo's...

Samkeloswitchedoffhercarafterparkingand



scoffedstilltryingtogetoverwhathappenedatthe

hospital...

Samkelo:Godwhydidyouletmehearallthat?All

theseweresupposedtobeknownuntothethreeof

usonlyZino,Zaneleandibutnowthere'saweird

strangefourthperson.Howdoyoufallinlovewith

someoneknowingwhattheyarecapableof?Unless

youare...(frowned)wait,whatifZaneleand

KennedyaretheonesbehindtheNdlovuaccident?

ButZaneleisnotsomeonewhowouldmeeta

strangerandplayopencardslikethis,imeanshe

bearlyknowsthisguy(scoffed)yohbutasfor

Bonganibeingbisexualaikeimshocked

Sbuknockedonthewindowasshejumped

startled...

Samkelo:babe(nervouslychuckled)whatareyou

doingoutsidewiththebaby?



Sbu:whyareyoubacksosoon?

Samkelo:theywerestillbusywithhersoithoughti

willgolater

Sbu:ohok

Samkelo:what'sup?IsMandlastillhere?

Sbu:yeahhe'sinthehouse.Sisadoesn'twantto

sleeppleasehelp

Samkelo:justletplayonhermatloveshewill

eventuallydozeoff

Sbu:ihavetriedthatbutwheneveriputherdown

shecriesforme

Samkelo:thencarryherbabe

Sbu:nomanthisisabuse(theylaughed)

Samkelo:beforewegetinthehouselove,howwell

doyouknowBongani?

Sbu:verywellwhy?

Samkelo:haveyoumaybeeverthoughthecouldbe

bisexual?



Sbu:(laughed)nolovewheredoyougetthat?

Samkelo:justthinkingoutloudlove

Sbu:whywouldyouthinkthat?

Samkelo:howdoyouhaveagayfriendwhileyou

arestraight?

Sbu:Kennedyisnotgayhe'sbisexual

Samkelo:youknowwhatimean

Sbu:wellifyouhadagayfriendyourselfwouldyou

begayaswell?

Samkelo:nobut...

Sbu:homosexualityisnottransmissibleandit'snot

adiseaseorsomesortofsickness.Youareborn

withit

Samkelo:soyoudon'tthinkBongsisahomosexual?

Sbu:no

Samkelo:haveyouaskedhim?

Sbu:idon'tneedtoandbesideshewouldhavetold

us



Samkelo:it'snoteveryhomosexualthatisfeminine

someactstraightjustlikeKennedy

Sbu:sowhatareyousayingMrsDlomo

Samkelo:ithinkyoushouldsitBonganidownafter

allthismessandaskhimtobehonestwithyou

Sbu:(scoffed)okMrsDlomoiwill

Samkelo:goodandonemorefavourplease

Sbu:yes?

Samkelo:askKennedytocomeoverfordinnersoon

Sbu:(frowned)why?

Samkelo:justdoit

Shesaidsmilingathimandwentaheadofthemas

theycamebehindher.

Atthestation...

Gogosmiledgoingintheinterrogationroomwhile



Leratosighedandpushedapaperbeforeher.She

silentlyreaditandsmiledmore...

Gogo:penplease(shegaveittoherasshesigned)

Lerato:nowwiththatoutofthewaycanwegetover

anddonewiththis

Gogo:yesplease

Lerato:good(startedrecording)thisisdetective

LeratowithPhumezaMjalicommonlyknownas

Gogo.GogohowdoyouknowtheJolafamily?

Gogo:idon'tknowthem

Lerato:soyouguysarenotrelated?

Gogo:atall

Lerato:butthelasttimewevisitedyou,they

claimedtobeyourrelatives

Gogo:That'sbecausetheywereprotectingtheirson

Kumkani

Lerato:why?



Gogo:hewasadrugdealerandistheonebehind

theATMbombingthathappened2monthsago

Lerato:oh?Sothehouseyouguyslivedinwas

boughtbywho?

Gogo:KumkaniJolawiththedrugsmoney

Lerato:good.SoGogothesepeopleknewtheirson

wasdealingwithdrugs?

Gogo:yes.Thepeoplewhohewasstealingclients

fromwantedtofinishhimoffbuthismotherstood

inforhimandkilledtwomenthosetwomenwho

werePallanceNdlovu'sbrothers.Ndlovusenthis

mentoattacktheJola'safterfindingoutthat

ZaneleJolawasbehindthedisappearanceofhis

brothers.Theyfailedtokillthefamilyandthat's

whenthewarlinesweredrawn

Lerato:andyouknowallthishowGogo?

Gogo:KumkaniJolatoldmeonedaywhenhewas

drunk

Lerato:ok.Nowlet'stalkaboutyousellingweed

Gogo:it'snotmine



Lerato:oh?

Gogo:yes,itbelongstoZinokuhleTombale.

Kumkani'saunt

Lerato:heebannahowdidyouendupsellingit?

Gogo:theyforcedmetosellitafterlyingtoyou

guysaboutusbeingrelatives.Theywantedtomake

sureiwasgoingtokeepquiet

Lerato:butyoushouldhavejustcametous

Gogo:ifeardformyson'slife.(Voicebroke)myson

hasbeenlivingunderthemercyofthesepeoplefor

solongdetective(startedcrying)andunfortunately

theymanagedtoropemeinbecausealltheysaw

wasavulnerablepooroldwomanwhowoulddo

anythingformoney

Lerato:(sighed)okGogothankyousomuchfor

finallytellingthetruth

Gogo:evennowifearformylifebecausethose

peoplearedangerous

Lerato:don'tworrywewillmakesurethatyouguys

areok.Officergetmamaandherson'srelease



papersreadyandreleasethemwithimmediate

effect

Gogo:whereshouldwego?Oncetheylearnweare

outtheywillbecomingforus

Lerato:wewillorganiseasafehouseforyouguys

untilwegofortrial

Gogo:ok

Lerato:youwillbefineGogoyouarenotthefirst

persontheydidthistosotrustmetheyaregoingto

getwhat'sduetothemiwillmakesureofthat

Gogo:thankyou

LeratoleftwhileGogocoveredherfacewithher

handssmiling.OnherwaytoMolao'sofficeher

phonerangasshesighedanswering...

Lerato:KennedySeboko?

Kennedy:whatwasyourboyfrienddoingatthe

Jola'shousehold?



Lerato:howwouldiknow

Kennedy:youknowicancallBonganiandfindout

rightnow?

Lerato:Kennedywhyareyoudoingthistome?

Thesepeoplearecriminalstheydeserveto...

Kennedy:shutup!ShutupLeratoandmakesure

youpullthepluginthisshittynonsense

investigationofyours.

Lerato:Kennedyitsnotlikeimworkingalone

Kennedy:doyouwanttoloseyourbelovedjoband

"perfect"relationship?

Lerato:nobut...

Kennedy:thendowhatisayorelseallthatwillbe

historyandguesswhowillbewearingthe

humilationgownwithanorangedressunderneath

Lerato:Kennedyimyoursisteryouknow...

Kennedy:goodbyeLerato

HehungupasLeratosighedandshookherhead



goingbacktoheroffice.Shetookherseatand

gruntedrubbingherface...

Lerato:whywhywhy!?

Shesaidscreamingandthreweverythingonthe

deskonthefloor.

AttheJola's...

Bonganigotoffthephonewiththefuneralparlour

receptionistwhileoutsidethedecoladystartedto

setupforthefuneralservice.Hisphonerangagain

ashesighedandansweredonloudspeaker...

Bongani:Sbudahimsobusyrightnowbuddy

what'sup?

Sbu:iactuallycalledtocheckonhowyouaredoing



Bongani:Kennedyisdoingagoodjobhelpingout

isn'tyouguysdecidedtoditchme

Sbu:sorrybruhyouknowimondutyhereandagain

mywifeisbusywiththesconesfortomorrow

Bongani:(chuckled)youknowimjustpullingyour

legbuddyitsok.Itsnotlikethere'smuchtodo.The

familywillbearrivinglaterandweoptedfor

professionalcatering.Thedecoisbeingsetupas

wespeak

Sbu:ohgoodsothebodieswillbecomingfromthe

mortuarytomorrow?

Bongani:yeahbutwearegoingtopassbytheir

houseinSowetoforashortprayerfirstthencome

finishoffeverythingthisside

Sbu:ohokthat'sgood.Yohiwantedtotellyou

something

Bongani:ok?

Sbu:Mandlatellsmethathisgirlfriendmentioned

thatZulu'sbrotherischowingKhethiweandnow

Khethiwehasservedhimwithdivorcepapersas



well

Bongani:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Sbu:yeahimeanhowmessedupcanthesepeople

be

Bongani:yeahnehbutanywayimnotinterestedi

havealottodealwithmyself

Sbu:yeahnehanywayseeyoutomorrowbuddy

Bongani:sure

TheyhungupasBonganiattendedtothedeco

peoplewhilebythecouchZinothoughtfullysquint

hereyesafterhearingtheconversation.

THATEVENING

AtXaba'shouse...

HesighedandtookhisphonecallingLerato...



Lerato:constable

Xaba:areyoufreetotalk?

Lerato:yes,what'sup?

Xaba:mybabymotherhasgoneAWOLandthat's

unlikeher

Lerato:ohwhenwasthelasttimeyousawher?

Xaba:shehasbeenstayingwithZino

Lerato:thesoundofthatnamemakesmewantto

pukesobye

Xaba:detectivepleaselisten,Semakalengisalotof

thingsbutonethingshewouldneverdoisspend

morethan5hourswithouttalkingtohersonand

nowit'sdaytwosincewelastheardfromher

Lerato:everythingthatconcernsZinoseemsto

disappearsoimsorryican'thelp

Xaba:mysonsayshedidn'tseeherpackbutZino

saysshetookherbagsandleftsayingshefounda

betterjobandahousetorent



Lerato:oh?

Xaba:yesandthatdoesn'tmakesensetome

Lerato:(remembered)justgotoMolaoaboutthisor

investigateityourselfyouareapoliceofficerafter

all.I'mhonestlyswamped

Xaba:okiwillthanks

Lerato:sure

Theyhungupassheswitchedoffherphoneand

coveredherselfwithherblankets.

AttheJola's...

FailingtosleepZinodecidedtogotothestudyand

playonhercomputers.Shepouredherselfaglass

ofscotchandsatdownastheyloaded.Sheswung

herchairwhileslowlysippingherdrinkgoing

throughtheinformation.Thelastcomputerbeeped

asshefrownedlookingonandputherdrinkdown...



Zino:BonganiJolawhatwereyoudoingatacar

washinNdlovu'sareathedaytheydied?

Shesaidbreathingheavilyanddownedherdrink

switchingoffthecomputers...

Zino:sonofabitch

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING
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InSoweto...

DressedinallblacktheDandalaandMsomi

familieswiththerclosefriendsmadetheirwayinto

Thembeka'shousewhichshelivedinwithhersister.

Theirmalecousinstoodinfrontoftheircoffinsand

sighedlookingateveryone...

Man:whatwilllifebewithoutmycousins?These

twowerethelifeofourfamily.Dandalafamily

gatheringswerealwaysajollwiththemaround

becausetheynewhowtoplananeventandmakea

successoutofit.Herewearetodaysaying

goodbyetothem.Whowouldhavethoughwe

wouldbeheretoday.Restinpeacemybeautiful

cousins.Ourchildrenarewhotheyarerightnow

becauseofthetwoofyou.Iftherewerepeoplewho

knewhowtodesciplinechildrenitwasthetwoof

you.Yourunbreakablebondiswhatmadesurethis



familystucktogetherevenafterourfore-fathersleft

thisworldyouwerethegluetoallofus.Restwell

mysisterswewillalwaysrememberyouguys.

Thankyou

Pastor:thankyou.BeforeweleavetotheJola

householdmaywebowourheadsandsayashort

prayer

Theydidasthepastorledtheminprayer.

Atthepolicestation...

LeratostoodbyMolao'sofficedoorandsighed.She

dreadedthethoughtofknockingorgoingbackto

herofficewhileMolaofrownedseeingashadowby

thepassagelight...

Molao:istheresomeoneoutthere?



Leratoclenchedherteethandsighedopening...

Molao:goodmorning,whyareyouherethisearly?

Lerato:icouldn'tsleepsoidecidedtocomepush

somework.Whataboutyou?

Molao:samebutsinceyouareheretellmewhy

yourphonewasofflastnight

Lerato:iwastiredsoisleptearly

Molao:sincewhendoyouswitchoffyourphone?

Lerato:ididn'twanttobedisturbed

Molao:andyousawitoktonottellme?

Lerato:ihavebeenworkingalotoflatesoijust

passedout

Molao:ohokbutpleaseletmeknownexttime

Lerato:yesiwill

Molao:areyouok?

Lerato:yeahihaveGogo'sstatementandit

matchesthefindingsfromAnne



Molao:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Lerato:yes

Molao:butthosetwodenyknowingNdlovuand

gavemesomeinformationonthepeoplehewas

workingwithandthatincludesthepoliceminister

Lerato:what!?

Molao:yesthatiswhyhewassuccessfulwithhis

business

Lerato:isthatinformationauthenticthough?

Molao:yesihavebeendoingsomegroundcheck

ontheministerandtherearealotofloopholesin

hisfinances

Lerato:sowhatareyouplanningtodo?

Molao:investigatehimmore.Sowhatshouldwedo

withtheJola's?What'sfunnyisthattheygaveme

Zaneleinasilverplattertheysaidishouldwaitfor

hertowakeup

Lerato:thesepeoplearehonestlyexhaustingto

dealwithsodowhateveryouwant.Iwanttogetoff

theircases



Molao:heelang,why?

Lerato:it'stoomuchworkandit'sgoingtokillme

Molao:Leratowhat'sgoingonwithyou?

Lerato:nothingijustwanttogetoffthecases

Molao:noLeratojustadayagoyouwereexcited

thatwearefinallygettingthesepeoplejikijikiyou

wanttobetakenoffthecaseswhat'sgoingon?

Lerato:nothing

Molao:youarenotgoingtolietomeareyou?

Lerato:(sighed)it'scomplicatedok

Molao:oktalktomeasyourboyfriendnotyour

boss.Icareaboutyouandiwouldn'tbeokseeing

younotfinishwhatwebothstarted.Iknowhow

muchgettingthesepeoplebehindbarsmeansto

you

Lerato:(swallowed)ican't

Molao:babedon'tyoutrustme?

Lerato:youaregoingtohateme



Molao:there'snoperfecthumanbeingbabe.What

isit,didyounearlyacceptabribemaybe?

Lerato:imessedup

Molao:howlove?

Lerato:(swallowedlookingdown)ifabricatedmy

results

Molao:huh?

Lerato:icouldn'tstandbeingafailureinmy

mother'seyessowhenifoundoutifailediasked

mylecturetofabricatemyresults

Molao:inreturnofwhat?

Lerato:(swallowed)ican'tsay

Molao:comeonlovetrustmeplease

Lerato:healwayswantedmesoihadsexwithhim

forhimtochangemyresults

Molao:Lerato

Lerato:(tearfullysniffed)iknowandimhonestly

ashamedofmyself



Molao:okbutwhydoesthathaveanythingtodo

withyouwantingtothrowinthetowelonthese

cases

Lerato:someonewhoknowsthisisblackmailing

me

Molao:who?

Lerato:ican'tsay

Molao:isittheJola's?

Lerato:ofcoursenot

Molao:comeonlovetellme

Lerato:iwouldrathernotsaysopleaserespectthat.

Molao:wellweareallforcedtodosomethingswe

wouldneverbeproudofbutimgladyoutoldme

nowwecanbeatwhoeverthisisattheirowngame.

Lerato:whatareyougoingtodo?

Molao:imgoingtosuspendyouandyouaregoing

tore-writethemodulesyoufailed

Lerato:it'sbeen2yearsnow



Molao:itdoesn'tmatter

Lerato:butwhatifourcolleaguesfindout?

Molao:wewilltellthemthatyoutookastudyleave

andyouhavebeenstudyingonline

Lerato:that'slyingandyouarenotthatkindof

person

Molao:iloveyouLeratoandimawareofhowmuch

youloveyourjob.Ifitmeansmedoingthistohelp

youkeepitthenitswhatiwilldo

Lerato:pleasedon'tdoit

Molao:wellyouwon'tstopmelove

Lerato:(burstintotears)imsosorry

Molao:there'snoneedforyoutoapologiseloveyes

whatyoudidwaswrongbutatleastyouaregoodat

yourjob.Whowouldwanttoloseacolleaguelike

you?Noone,sowearegoingtofightthismylove

andwhoeverisblackmailingyouletthemthinkthey

havewontheywillgetashockoftheirlivesbythe

timetheytrytoexposeyou

Lerato:youdon'tknowhowmuchthismeansfor



me

Molao:provethatbymakingsurethatyoupass

Lerato:idefinitelywill.Nowwho'sgoingtohelpyou

withtheJola'swhileimsuspended?

Molao:iwillworkonmyownandagaindon'ttell

anyonethatyouaresuspendedit'sjustforprotocol

asfarasweareconcernedandsoaseveryone,you

areonstudyleave

Lerato:(smiled)igotthat

Molao:goodnowcomehereandstopcrying

Helockedherinhisarmstightlyhuggingherwhile

shesmiledhugginghimback...

Lerato:iloveyou

Molao:(kissedherforehead)iloveyoumorebabe

andthisshouldbethelasttimeyoukeepsomething

likethisfromme.Weareateamman

Lerato:ipromise



Molao:comehere

Theykissedandhuggedagainasaknockcame

through...

Molao:(sighed)reallynow.Comein

Xaba:ohgoodmorningcolonelhaveamoment?

Molao:yeahdetectiveSebokowasjustdroppingoff

herstudyleaveapplicationwhat'sup

Xaba:oh,morningdetective

Lerato:hiXaba.Seeyousoonguys

Molao:remembertoacethoseexams

Lerato:mostdefinitelycolonel

ShesmiledleavingasXabatookhisseat...

Xaba:ididn'tknowdetectivewasstudying



Molao:wellyouarenotherboyfriendnowareyou

Xaba:(chuckled)wow.Anywaycolonelineedyour

helponsomething

Molao:yes

Xaba:ithinkmyson'smotherismissing

Molao:oh,howdidyoucometothisconclusion?

Xaba:1shedoesn'tspendmorethan5hours

withouttalkingtohersonandsecondlyJason,my

sonsayssheneversawherleavebutontheother

handZinosaysshetookherbagsandleftsaying

shefoundabetterjobandahousetorent

Molao:Zino?

Xaba:yes

Molao:reallynow?Howdidsheevencometothat

conclusion?

Xaba:theystayedtogether

Molao:waitwhat?Yourexgirlfriend/babymama

livingunderthesameroofasyourcurrentgirlfriend?

Xaba:Semakalengjustrockedupoutofnowhereso



wehadnochoicebuttotakeherinwhenZinoandi

werestilltogether

Molao:soyouarenolongertogether?

Xaba:yes

Molao:why?

Xaba:she'snottherightpersonforme

Molao:why?

Xaba:she'salwaysinandoutofthisplace

Molao:why?

Xaba:becauseshe'sasuspecttoalotofcrimes

Molao:andyouthinksomeonewouldjustvanish

withouttracewhilelivingwithsomeoneofthat

trackrecord?

Xaba:whatareyousayingcolonel?

Molao:yourexgirlfriendiswaitingtobetriedfor

murderinga20yearoldboyMthembu

Xaba:whywouldshekillSemakaleng?

Molao:firstlySemakalenginvadesyouguy'sspace



andsecondlyyoudumpZinoafterlearningofwho

sheisandsheknowsyouarestillincontactwith

yourbabymamasoifshecan'thaveyounoone

elsewill

Xaba:really?

Molao:ZinokuhleTombaleisundoubtedlyacold

bloodedmurdererXabaandyouknowthis

Xaba:(lookeddowntwitchinghisfingers)you

actuallyareright

Molao:(frowned)oh?

Xaba:(sighed)there'ssomethingineedtocome

cleanabout

Molao:ok?

Xaba:shetoldmethatshepoisonedtheboy

Molaosatbackandsoftlyrubbedhischinwithhis

fingerwhileXabalookedupathim...

Xaba:areyounotgoingtosayanything?



Molao:youhavebeenwatchingLeratoandigoup

anddowntryingtocatchthiswomanwhileyou

knewthetruth?

Xaba:iwantedhertohandherselfin

Molao:wecouldhavebeendonewiththiscasea

longtimeagoXaba

Xaba:imsorry

Molao:reallynow,doyouthinkthatisenough?

Xaba:whatwouldyoulikemetodotoprovethatim

sorry?

Molao:(squinthiseyes)sincedetectiveLeratoison

leaveyouwillbeworkingwithmeonnailingthe

Jola's

Xaba:ohok

Molao:secondly,getawarrantofarrestforZino

ready.Assoonastheyaredonewithburyingtheir

relativesiwantherbehindthesebarsdoyou

understandme?

Xaba:(swallowed)siryouwantmeto...



Molao:arrestyourexgirlfriendwhoisamurderer.

Xaba:siri...

Molao:dismissed

XabalookedathimlickinghislipsbutMolaowasn't

goingtochangehismindashegotupandleft.

MolaoclickedhistongueandplayedGogo's

recordedstatement.

Atthehospital...

ThenursecheckedtheJolasister'sandscribbled

onNomvula'scard.Sheturnedassheheardsome

softsoundsbehindherandquicklyputNomvula's

carddownrealisingthatNombulelowaswaking

up...

Nurse:MsJolapleasecalmdownyouareina

hospitalok.Donotpanic(shepressedthe



emergencybutton)thedoctorwillbeheresooni

justwantyoutotakeiteasy

Nombulelo:(coughed)whereimi?

Nurse:thehospital.YougotinjuredonSaturday

night

Nombulelo:(becamerestless)ohnowhere'smy

sister,Vula,where's...

Nurse:ma'ampleasecalmdownyoursisterissafe

Dr:nurseiseverythingok?

Nurse:shejustwokeup

Dr:perfectgocallthepoliceandhermotheriwill

checkhowshe'sdoing

Nurse:ok(sheranoff)

Dr:helloMsJola

Nombulelo:whereismysister?

Dr:theresheis

Nombulelofrownedturningandassoonasshelaid



eyesonhersisterstearsbuiltinhereyes...

Dr:don'tworryshewillbeokjustlikeyou

Nombulelo:drshecan'tdie,noVulawakeup!

Dr:ma'amyoursisterwillbefinepleasecalmdown

Shecontinuedtocrylookingathersisterwhilethe

doctorpaidcarefullattentiontoher.

AttheCemeteries...

Thechoirsoftlysangafterthepastorsaidashort

prayerwhilethethreecoffinsmadetheirwaydown

intothegraves.Bonganisilentlylookedonasatear

droppedbuthequicklywipeditwhileSbusoftly

squeezedhisshoulders...

Sbu:itwillbeokbuddy



Hesniffedandsangalongtothechoirsongwhile

ZinohystericallycriedinSamkelo'sarms.

Nomayeza'sphonerangasshesteppedawaywhile

thecoffinslanded.Theyremovedtheloweringbelts

asthefamilywasaskedtothrowintheirrosesinall

threeofthem.Thementhenstartedtocoverthe

graveswithsoilwhilethechoircontinuedtosing

outloud...

Nomayeza:ijustgotacallfromthehospitalthey

sayNombuleloisawake

Bongani:ohreally,whataboutVula?

Nomayeza:yeah,theydidn'tsayanythingabouther

Bongani:ohokiwillcallyouwhenwegethome

Nomayeza:noproblem.(Kissedhischeek)take

caremyson

SheleftwhileKennedystoodnexttohim...



Kennedy:and?

Bongani:oneofmysistersisawakesotheyjust

calledher

Kennedy:ohokandtheother?

Bongani:theydidn'tsayanythingabouther

Kennedy:ohokthenatleastthere'shope

Bongani:yeahneh

Theysighedlookingonasthemencontinuedto

coverthegraveswhileZinoquietlylookedatthem...

Samkelo:areyouok?

Zino:yeah

Samkelo:butyourfacesaysotherwise

Zino:ijustburiedthreeofmyrelativesSamkelo

whatdoyouexpect?

Samkelo:imsorry.



Zino:(sighed)noimsorryididn'tmeantosnapat

you

Samkelo:it'sokweneedtotalkafterthefuneral

andeverything

Zino:about?

Samkelo:Zanele

Zino:oh?

Samkelo:yesbutlikeisaidonceeverythingisdone

thenwewilltalk

Zino:ok

Samkelorubbedhershoulderandwenttogeta

bottleofwaterwhileZinofrownedlookingather.

ShesighedandlookedbackatBonganiand

Kennedy...

Zino:mxm



Shesaidgoingtotheothersideofthecrowd.

AttheZulu's...

Khethiwesmiledopeningthegateasthetwins

camerunningdownthestairs...

Lindani:whoisitma?

Khethiwe:youwillsee

Lindiwe:whyareyousmiling?(Sheaskedpeeping

throughthecurtain)idon'tknowthiscarmawho's

this?

Khethiwe:justchillLindiwe

Lindani:ohmyworduncleTerrance

HelaughedrunningoutsideasLindiwechuckled

followinghim...



Lindani:baba

Terrance:myboy

Lindani:whatareyoudoinghere?

Lindiwe:whydidn'tyoutellusyouwerecoming?

Terrance:(laughed)iwantedtosurpriseyouguys

Khethiwe:(smiledbythedoor)wouldyoulethim

breathplease

Lindiwe:soyouknewaboutthisma?

Khethiwe:ofcourse

Lindani:youaresosneaky

TheylaughedgoingtothehousewhileTerrance

huggedKhethiwe.Likealwayshesmelledniceand

freshwithhisneatlykeptgreyandblackbeardand

ashinybaldhead.Hesmiledatherasshesmiled

back,itwashissmiledthatalwaysmesmerized

her...



Khethiwe:lookingfreshasalways

Terrance:youknowhowiroll,anywaywho'sready

forsomegifts?

Twins:me,me!

Theylaughedashegavethemthebagswhile

Khethiwesmiledmore.Shereallywasinlovewith

TerranceZuluonewouldtellitfromamileaway.

AttheHospital...

NomayezasmiledrubbingNombulelo'sarmsasan

officerwaitedforaresponse.Shequicklyopened

hereyesandlookedattheofficer...

Nombulelo:hehadascaracrosshisfaceandigot

aglimpseofaringonhispinkiefinger

Officer:wouldyoudescribeit?



Nombulelo:itwasbig,silverandhadlikeaskulland

bonesengraveonit

Office:likeanOrlandopiratesclublogo?

Nombulelo:theexactsamething

Office:skincolour?

Nombulelo:hewasdarkandhiseyeswerered

Office:didtheywearbalaclavas?

Nombulelo:no

Officer:wouldyoubeabletodescribetheonethat

attackedyourlittlesister?

Nombulelo:unfortunatelynot

Officer:okthankyouforthedescriptionma'amwe

willgothroughourcriminalrecordsandseeif

there'sanyonewhomatchesthisdescriptionand

alsohavethepolicelookingforhim

Nomayeza:thankyou(heleft)

Nombulelo:mamaNomvula

Nomayeza:thedoctorssayshewillbeokmylove



justfocusongettingbetterok

Shesaidsmilingandkissedherforheadwhile

Nombulelosighedlookingathersisteragain.

Atthestation...

Molaosatonhisdeskwith8officersinfrontof

him...

Molao:makesureyousearcheachandevery

cornerofthatwoman'splaceandcomebackwith

thatweeddoyouhearme?

Officers:yescolonel

Molao:here'syourwarrant.Go

Theywastednosecondashesighedandtookhis

seat...



Molao:ijusthopethisoldwomanistellingthetruth.

(Dialledthewarrantoffice)

Lady:warrantofficehello?

Molao:youarespeakingtoColonelMolao.Fix

anotherwarrantofarrestformeplease

Lady:whoisitfor?

Molao:BonganiJola

Lady:whichoffencedidhecommit?

Molao:liedtoprotectnotonebuttwocriminals

beinghissonandwifeandalsoliedaboutknowing

PallanceNdlovu

Lady:okcolonelimonit

Molao:thanks(hehungup)thistimearoundthe

Jola'swon'tbeleavingthestation

Hesaidsmilinglookingatalltheevidenceinfront

ofhim...



Molao:allthisevidencesaythesamethingandthat

istheJola'sareguiltyofallthesecrimes(amail

reportedasheopenedit)"ZinokuhleTombale

versusthestatetrialformurdersettostart

tomorrowmorning"(smiled)nazokeletthegames

beginZinokuhleTombale.

Hechuckledcallingthefruitmarketlady.

AttheJola's...

BonganifollowedZinotothestudyandclosedthe

doorbehindhim...

Bongani:iseverythingok?

Zino:whyBongani?

Bongani:whywhat?



Zino:whydidyoulietomesayingyoudon'tknow

whokilledtheNdlovu'sandmakemebelievethatit

wasmysister?

Bongani:(frownedconfused)what!?

Zino:ohpleaseBonganiit'srighthereBonganilook

(turnedthecomputertohim)yourcellphoneand

cartrackinghistoryanditshowsyouwereatacar

washintheareatheylivedinonFriday

Bongani:what!?

^

^

^

^

^
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Zino:stopsayingwhatandanswermeBongani

Bongani:ihaveneverbeentothatareawithmycar

onFridayZino

Zino:soareyousayingimlying?Areyousaying

thiscomputerislying?

Bongani:whenhasacomputerliedbefore?

Zino:exactlyBonganinowexplainyourselfandstop

tryingtobeataroundthebush.Whydidyoudo

whatyoudid?

Bongani:howimigoingtoexplainmyselfwhileyou

arethismad?Youwon'tevenlistentome

Zino:soyoudidit?

Bongani:no!

Zino:thenwhodiditBonganiwho!?

Bongani:idon'tknowok!Iwasdrinkingonthatday

butirememberverywellthatineverdrovemycar

outofMandla'syard.Youknowhowifeelabout

drunkendriving

Zino:(scoffed)stoptakingmeforafoolBongani



Bongani:whywouldiframemywifeZino?

Zino:becauseyouwanthertogotoprisonsoyou

cangogetyourgirlfriendandputherinthehouse

enjoyingwhatsheworkedhardfor

Bongani:soyouthinkimZulu?

Zino:youpeopleareunpredictable

Bongani:wowZinosoyouthinkidon'tlovemywife?

Zino:youoncecheatedonherdidn'tyou?

Bongani:imnotgoingtositforthisnonsense

Zino:Bonganicomebackhere!

Bongani:unlikeyouimgoingtotryandfindoutthe

factsleavemealone

Zino:imcallingthepolice

Bongani:bemyguest

HeclickedhistongueleavingasZinoclickedhers

aswelltakingherphone.Healmostbumpedinto

Samkelobythedoorandjustwalkedwithoutsaying



anythingtoherasshefrownedgoingin...

Samkelo:Zino(shegaveherahand)whatareyou

doing?

Zino:callingthepolice

Samkelo:Why?

Zino:becauseBonganiJoladecidedtokillNdlovu

toframemysister,helloisthis...(Samkelotookthe

phoneandhungup)whatareyoudoing?

Samkelo:inevertookyouforanidiotwhatdoyou

takeBonganifor?

Zino:Samkeloheneedstogotojail.Heneverloved

mysister

Samkelo:iunderstandthatyouarestilltryingto

processlosingthreerelativesatoncebutZinothink,

whywouldBonganidosuchathing?Ifhewanted

Zaneletogotoprisonhewouldhavelongdonethat

thedayZaneletoldhimeverythingshedidfor

Kumkani

Zino:but...



Samkelo:butnothingZinoyouhavetoapologiseto

Bonganibutbeforethatsitdownweneedtotalk

Zino:talkaboutwhat?Mycomputershowsthathe

drovetotheareatheNdlovu'slivedin

Samkelo:Kennedy

Zino:whatabouthim?

Samkelo:thisiswhyisaysitdown

Zino:(shedid)what'swrongwithKennedy?

Samkelo:Kennedyisnotwhowethinkheis.

Kennedyisonamissionandifwedon'tbeathimto

hisgamewearegoingtoloseZaneleandnotonly

herbuteverythingelsetoo

Zino:what'sgoingon?

Samkelo:iwenttothehospitaltheotherdayand

whenigotthereiheardhimtalkinginZanele's

roomandidecidedtostop.Infactididn'tdecide

thewordsiheardhimsayaretheone'sthatmade

mestop

Zino:whatdidhesay?



Samkelo:hesaidhewasreadytotakeoverthe

worldwithZaneleandBonganiandthathecares

abouther

Zino:he'sherhusband'sfriendwhywouldn'the?

Samkelo:(sighed)youknowwhatlistentothis

Shesaidtakingoutherphoneandplayedthe

recording...

"ireallycareaboutyouZaneleandBongani.Iwould

doanythingforyouguysevenifitmeansgoingto

theendsoftheworldtomakesurethaty'allare

safeandfree.Idon'tmindlosingafamilymember

justtomakesureyouareok,that'showmuchicare

aboutyouguys.Ihaveneverimaginedbeingwith

anyoneelsebesidesyouandthepersonyou

married.Yesihavelonghadathingforyouandi

knoweverythingaboutyou.Onewouldsayit's

obsessionbutformeit'sthedefinitionofthe

amountofloveihaveforyou.Yourbraveryandzeal

toalwayswinhadmefromthegetgoandinever



thoughtyouwerereallythatbraveuntilidiscovered

thatyoumarriedamanwhomyoukilledhisfather.

Thatmademefallinlovewithyouevenmore

Zanele.ThefactthatyouhavebeenrunningLee

truckingforsomanyyearswithoutanyonenoticing

athingsoldme.That'swheniknewihadtodo

everythinginmypowertomakesurethatifindmy

waytoyouandthankGodyoumarriedmyalltime

friendandchildhoodboyfriend.Ican'twaitforyou

towakeupsothatwecangetonwithourlivesjust

asthethreeofus.IloveyouZaneleJola.Iagreedto

killNdlovubecauseiknewitwasgoingtomake

thingseasierforustobetogetherand..."

Samkelo:theniaccidentallypushedthedoorand

hadtorunoff

Zino:(heartracing)Samkeloisthatthingreal?

Samkelo:yesZino,weneeddo...

Zino:(stoodupbreathingheavily)where'sthat

bastardhehastoexplain

Samkelo:woahwaitZino...



Zino:nothatsonofbitchisgoingtoknowmeim

goingtolookforhimhe'sgoingtoknowwhoiam

Samkelo:Zinonocalmdown

Zino:imnotgoingtocalmdownforshitnowweare

inthismessbecauseofhim.Heneedstobetaught

alesson

ShetriedtostormoffbutSamkeloblockedherway,

pushedherbackandslappedherthatshe

staggeredbackonachair...

Samkelo:shutupandthink!

Zino:whydidyoudothatfor?

Samkelo:stopbehavinglikealoosecanonZinoyou

arebetterthanthis.Zaneleistheonewhobehaves

likethatnotyou

Zino:Samkeloihavejust...

Samkelo:justshutup(Zinoswallowed)firstofall

thismanknowstoomuchwhatdoyouthinkwill



happenifyougoconfronthimlikethat?He's

obviouslydangerousandchancesofyoumakingit

outaliveareslim

Zino:let'scallthepolice

Samkelo:whendidyoubecomeanidiot?Whatare

yougoingtosaytothepolicewhenhedecidesto

openhismouthandtellthemaboutDumisaniand

Leetrucking?(Zinoswallowed)exactly.That'swhy

imsayingweneedtobesmartaboutthisZanele

andBongani'slivesareindangerallbecauseofthis

Sothomaniac

Zino:ithoughtBasothowereaweirdgroupof

peoplebutididn'tthinktheywerethisstrange

Samkelo:talkaboutstrangedesires.Howdoyou

fallinlovewithsomeonebecauseofthebadthings

theydid?

Zino:andasforchildhoodboyfriend

Samkelo:iaskedSbutodigdeepintothatone

Zino:sowhatdoyouthinkweshoulddo?

Samkelo:ihaveaskedSbutoinvitehimfordinner



atourhousesooniwanttocheckhimout,tryfind

hisweakspots

Zino:butthismankilledNdlovu

Samkelo:heworkedwithZanele

Zino:(sighed)howcanZanelebesostupid

Samkelo:shedidn'tknowthingswouldturnoutlike

this

Zino:wait,butmysyatemtellsmethatBonganiis

theonewhowasintheNdlovuresidentialareaon

Friday

Samkelo:thatmeanshedrovehiscar.Letmecall

Sbu(shedid)

Sbu:loveweareinthesameyardwhat'sup?

Samkelo:didanyonedriveBongani'scarbesides

himonFridaywhenyouguyswereatMandla's?

Sbu:yeahKennedydid,sayinghewasgoingtoget

booze

Samkelo:ohokthanks

Sbu:whydoyouasklove?



Samkelo:nothing,didyoucheckonthebaby?

Sbu:ihaveherwithmenow

Samkelo:ohokbyebooseeyoujustnow

Sbu:nolovewhy...(shehunguponhim)

Samkelo:thereyouhaveit

Zino:thatsickbastard,shitman!

Samkelo:questioniswhywouldhewanttodothat

toBongani?

Zino:simple,heknowsBonganiisanITspecialist

sohewasgoingtotryandtrackdowneveryone's

locationtotryandclearhiswife'snameandthen

he'drememberthatheneverdrovehiscartothe

Ndlovu'sbutKennedydidthenBonganiwould

confronthimthenhewillblackmailhim

unfortunatelyforhimimtheonewhofoundout

Samkelo:andhewasalsogoingtodothesame

withZanele.Hewasgoingtousethis,andZanele's

pasttobeintheirlives

Zino:trustmehe'sadeadmanwalking.Shit!



Samkelo:woahwoahwoah,wait,wearenotgoing

tokillanyone

Zino:whatshouldwedo?Wecan'ttakehimtothe

policebutwehavetosaveBonganiandZanele

fromhisclaws

Samkelo:likeisaidineedtocheckhimoutfirst.

Clearlysomeonelikehimhassomeskeletonsso

insteadofgoingonaclearwarpathlet'scomefor

himsubtlyandundetectable

Zino:(sighed)let'sjusthopehedidn'tdoagoodjob

inmakingsuretheyareneverfound

Samkelo:onethingforsureisthatimnotgoingto

letZaneleandBonganibetrappednotaslongasim

alive

Zinosighedasherphonerang...

Zino:(frowned)it'sMgqobi,hiMgqobiiwas

planningtocallyoulaterthere'ssomethingineed

totellyou



Mgqobi:what?

Zino:ihaveitongoodauthoritythatKhethiwehas

servedZuluwithdivorcepapersbutshehasbeen

messingaroundwithhisbrothersoyoucanuse

thatduringthedivorceproceedingstomakesure

thatNomayezagetseverythingandshewalksout

withnothing

Mgqobi:ohthat'sagoodonethankyouforthe

headsup

Zino:surewhydidyoucall?

Mgqobi:it'syourfirstdayofcourttomorrow

Zino:(stoodup)what!?

Mgqobi:yesbutdonotpanicwehaveeverything

undercontrol

Zino:isn'tittoosoon?

Mgqobi:it'snevertoosoonortoolateforatrialto

beginallyouhavetodoisgothroughthemailijust

sentyouandyouwillbegoodtogotomorrow

Zino:okthanks.Shehungup



Samkelo:iseverythingok?

Zino:it'smyfirstdayofcourttomorrow

Samkelo:yohokallthebestoflucklove

Zino:ineedtogothroughthemailhesentmeto

knowwhattoexpect

Samkelo:okthenletmeleaveyoutoitandplease

focusonthatiwilldealwithKennedy

Zino:areyousure?

Samkelo:ihavebeenaroundgangstersallmylife

sodon'tdoubtmycapabilities

Zino:(frownedwithasmile)oh?

Samkelo:weallhavethatsidetousit'sjustthat

someofuschoosetoonlywakeitupwhenit's

important.Startpreparingfortomorrow

ShesmiledandwinkedatherleavingwhileZino

scoffedandsighedopeninghermail...



Zino:howmuchmustapersongothroughthough,i

justburiedmymotherandauntnowtheywantme

tofaceajudgeohcomeon.

AttheStation...

AknockcamethroughatMolao'sofficeasheput

thephonedownandwelcomedthemin...

Molao:officerswhatdoyouhaveforme?

Officer:wefoundtheseatMsTombale'shouse

colonel

3officerswentinsideholdingtwo50kgbagseach...

Molao:isthiswhatithinkitis?

Officer:yescolonel.Intsango(weed)

Molao:fromZinokuhleTombale'shouse?



Officer:yescolonel

Molao:good.Thankyouforagoodjobofficersyou

maygo

Theysalutedandleftashechuckledshakinghis

headandmadeacall...

Lady:warrantofficehello?

Molao:getmeonelastwarrantofarrestforMs

ZinokuhleTombaleplease

Lady:constableXabaalreadyaskedoneforher

coloneliwasjustabouttofaxit

Molao:beforeyoudoaddonemorecriminalcharge

onit

Lady:ok?

Molao:weeddealing

Lady:okcoloneliwilldoso

Molao:thanks,whenisBongani'scoming?



Lady:iwasabouttofaxittoyoujustnow

Molao:goodiwillbewaiting(hehungupandcalled

Xaba)

Xaba:colonel?

Molao:areyouinyouroffice?

Xaba:yescolonelwaitingonthewarrantofarrest

forZino

Molao:goodimexpectingoneforBonganisoiwas

thinkingweshouldgotogether

Xaba:ohoknoproblemcolonel

Molao:thatmeanspreparefourofficersweare

usingthevanthistimearoundnotthemotorcar

Xaba:ohokiwillgetonitjustnow

Molao:good

Hehungupandsmiledsittingback...

Molao:imagineattendingacourtcasefroma



holdingcell

Helaughedtakinghisprivatephoneanddialed

Lerato.

AttheZulu's...

TerrancesighedgettingoffKhethiwewhosmiled

lyingonherback...

Khethiwe:thatwasneeded

Terrance:imissedyousomuch

Khethiwe:metoo

Terrance:andimgladyoudidn'tgivehimallofit

(theylaughed)

Khethiwe:heneverdeserveditanyway

Terrance:true.Iwassohappywhenyoutoldme

youhaveservedhimwithdivorcepapers



Khethiwe:itwasgoingtohappensoonerorlater

Terrance:thatwasagoodmove.Wearenowgoing

togethalfofeverythingwithnohustle

Khethiwe:iknowrightbutwehaveoneproblem

whichiswhyiaskedyoutocomehere

Terrance:whatismylove?

Khethiwe:thexhosawomanhemarriedtogetthis

company

Terrance:whatdoesshewant?

Khethiwe:shehasfiledfordivorceaswellsoshe's

goingtogethalfofhisthings

Terrance:nothatcan'thappen

Khethiwe:exactly,that'swhywehavetogetridof

herassoonaspossible

Terrance:doyouwantmetotakecareofit?

Khethiwe:yesbutitshouldbeacleanjobthelast

thingiwantisforustogobacktosquareone

Terrance:don'tworrysoontheXhosawomanwon't

beaproblem.Thatcompanybelongstousand



wethersomeonelikesitornotwearegoingtorunit.

There'snoxhosathat'sgoingtohavetheirfingers

onit

Khethiwe:andiwasthinkingthatwhenweget

ownershipwefindnewinvestors

Terrance:ohyeswewillihavealotofpeoplewho

wouldjumptotheopportunity

Khethiwe:nowthat'swhatilikehearingfrommy

man.Amanshouldalwayshaveaplan

Terrance:(smiled)andhowareyougoingtoshow

yourgratitude?

Khethiwe:(chuckled)Terry

Theygiggledgoingunderthesheetandkissed.

AttheJola's...

KennedypickedhisteethfollowingSamkeloto

whereeveryoneparked...



Kennedy:MrsDlomowhatcanidoforyou?

Samkelo:howareyoudoing?

Kennedy:imgood(scoffed)ibelieveyoudidn'tget

mefrommycomfortableseattocomeaskmehowi

am

Samkelo:whatareyoudoingtomorrowevening?

Kennedy:ummnothingwhy?

Samkelo:iwantedtoinviteyoufordinneratmy

house

Kennedy:ohyourhusbandalreadydid

Samkelo:ohthat'swonderful,ithoughtmaybehe

forgotyouknowhowmencanbe

Kennedy:(chuckled)idohey

Samkelo:alrightthenseeyoutomorrowevening

Kennedy:noproblembutyoushouldhavejusttold

mewhilesittingthere

Samkelo:itiswaytoonoisythere



Kennedy:(chuckled)okseeyouhey

Samkelo:bye

HewentbacktohisseatwhileSamkelostopped

smilingandcurvedherlipslookingathimwithher

armsfolded...

Samkelo:onethingaboutbeingsweetisthatno

onewilleverseeyoucomingforthem

Sheclickedhertonguegoingbacktothehouseand

joinedZinowhowasstillbusywithgettingreadyfor

court.

InPrison...

ZulufrownedatasmilingMgqobiandtookhis

seat...



Zulu:whatareyoydoinghere?Areyounot

representingthatwitch?

Mgqobi:(smiled)iambutthatdoesn'tmeanidon't

careaboutyou

Zulu:ohplease

Mgqobi:noforrealbuddyihavesomejuicynews

foryou

Zulu:(frowned)whatnews?

Mgqobi:aboutyourwife

Zulu:whatabouther?

Mgqobi:iheardsheservedyouwithdivorcepapers

neh?

Zulu:yesso?

Mgqobi:whywouldshedothat?

Zulu:whatdoyouknowthatidon't?

Mgqobi:alittlebirdytoldmethatyourbrotheristhe

onewhohasbeenservicingyourbelovedwife,well



soontobeexwifewhileyouwerebusyinGauteng

Zulu:what!?

Mgqobi:(putaphotoonthedesk)that'sthemon

vacation3monthsago

Zulu:(frowned)nowait,

Mgqobi:ifiwereyouiwouldcontactmylawyer

ASAP

HechuckledleavingwhileZulutookthephotoand

lookedatitwithafrownonhisface.Helookedback

upatMgqobiwhoopenedthedoorandpunched

thedesk...

Zulu:dammitKhethiwe!

BackattheJola's...

Sbuwentintothehousewithafrownonhisface



andfoundBonganibythewindowlookingoutside...

Sbu:haibo,whatareyoudoinginhere?Ihavebeen

lookingforyoualloveroutside

Bongani:(sighed)somethingdoesn'tfeelright

Sbudah

Sbu:what'supmyguy?

Bongani:itlookslikemycarwasdriventoNdlovu's

residentialareathedaytheydiedbutwewereat

Mandla'shousethewholefreakingtime

Sbu:what'supwithyouguysandyourcar?

Bongani:huh?

Sbu:no,Samkeloaskedmeaboutitearliertoo

Bongani:oh?Why?

Sbu:idon'tknowbutwhatiknowisyougave

Kennedyyourcarforhimtogogetalcoholfromhis

club

Bongani:(frowned)what?



Sbu:rememberwhenyouwantedyourphoneand

remembereditwasinyourcarjustafterhedrove

out?

Bongani:shit,woahbutwait,ifigaveKennedymy

carandmyphonewasintherebutthenthetracking

systemsaysiwasatNdlovu'sresidentialareait

means...what!?

Sbu:nowaitareyousayingKennedy...

Bongani:nothisguyhassomeexplainingtodo(he

stormedout)Kennedy!

Sbu:woahBongswait,

Bongani:Kennedy!

Kennedy:(frowned)what'supbuddy?

Bongani:tellme,didyou...

Molao:well,well,well,whatdowehavehere

Bongani:colonel?

Molao:pleaseswitchoffthatmusic.

Bongani:whatcanwedoforyoucolonel?(Zinoand

Samkelowentoutside)



Molao:(smiledseeingher)ohperfectXabatake

over

Xaba:(clearedhisthroat)BonganiJolayouhave

beenarrestedforlyingandprotectingnotonebut

twocriminals

Bongani:nowaitbutwespokeaboutthis

Molao:wehaveenoughevidencetoproofthatyou

liedtotheofficersofthelawtoprotectyourson

andwife.Officerstakehim

Bongani:nobutwe...

Molao:anythingyousayordowillbeusedagainst

youinthecourtoflaw.Youcancallthatlawyerof

yoursbutidoubtthistimearoundhewouldbeof

help

Bongani:youcan'tdothistome.ZinocallMgqobi

Xaba:notsofastMsTombale,youarealsoarrested

forthesamereasonsandalsoforsellingweed

Zino:what!?Weed?

Xaba:officershandcuffthatwoman



Zino:iknownothingaboutweed

Molao:idon'tlikerepeatingmyself,comegood

people

Theyputcuffsonthemwhiletheytriedtoreason

withZinomoreconfused.Kennedybreathedheavily

lookingonwhileSamkeloranbackintothehouse.

Meanwhileatthehospitaltwonursesandadoctor

rantoZanele'sroomassheuncontrollablyseizured

withbloodcomingoutofherrightnostril.

^

^

^

^

^
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Dr:hurryuppleasewecan'taffordtoloseher

Thenursequicklygavehimtheinjectionandput

somemedicationinZanele'sdripastheseazuring

stopped...

Dr:she'sstillbleedingweneedtofindoutthe

course.Quicklygetthescan

Nurse:ok

Sheranoutwhilethedoctorcheckedthevitalorgan

monitorandsighedshakinghishead...

Dr:whatiswrongwithyouMrsJola

Ashesaidthenursepushedthemachineinside

andconnectedit...



Dr:openhergown

Nurse:doyouthinkitssomethingtodowithher

insides?

Dr:whatcanwesayitsunlikelyforapatientto

bleedinacommamaybewemissedsomething

(frownedseeingsomething)waitwhatisthat?

Nurse:itlookslikeastone

Dr:getthesurgeryroomreadyandgetoneserguon

wehavetogetherundertheknifetoseewhatit

couldbe

Nurse:ok(sheleft)

Dr:whatdidyouswallowMrsJola

Hesaidwithafrownonhisfacemovingthescan

aroundherstomacharea.

AttheJola's...



Kennedygotinhiscarandclickedhistongue

callingLeratowhileSamkelolookedathimwhile

speakingtoMgqobi...

Lerato:KennedySeboko

Kennedy:soyouwanttoseehowfaricanget?

Lerato:withwhatnow?

Kennedy:whatdidisaytoyouaboutharassingthe

Jola's?

Lerato:idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Kennedy:andyousentthatidiotboyfriendofyours

Lerato:youknowwhatKennedyyoucaninsultme

allyoulikebutwhenitcomestoMolaoidrawthe

line.ImnotBuhlewholet'syouinsultHlomphoin

frontofher.Whodoyouthinkyouare?

Kennedy:Leratothosepeopleshouldn'tspenda

nightinthereorelsewearegoingtohavea

problem



Lerato:goaheaddowhatyouwanttodo.Iwould

ratherlosemyjobthantosavecriminals

Kennedy:Leratoimnotjokingwithyou

Lerato:doyouhearmelaughing?

Kennedy:weshallseewhatyousaytoyour

boyfriend

Lerato:likeisaiddowhatyouwantidon'tcare

Sheclickedhertongueandhunguponhimashe

scoffedshakinghishead...

Kennedy:thisgirldoesn'tknowwhoiambutshe's

abouttolearnveryquickly

Heclickedhistongueandjoinedtheroad.

Atthestation...



TheytookBonganiandZinointooneinterrogation

roomasMolaofollowedinwithafileandbumped

intoMgqobi...

Molao:maybeweshouldgetyouanofficehereyou

know

Mgqobi:whydoyoulikeharrassingmyclients?

Molao:atleastimputtinginsomebusinessforyou

myguyyoushouldbegrateful

Mgqobi:aisoka

Molaolaughedastheytooktheirseatswhile

Bonganiandhissisterinlawsatbackontheir

chairs...

Bongani:colonelithoughtwespokeaboutthis

Molao:iknowbutiwasstillgatheringallthe

evidenceineeded

Bongani:soyoutookusforfools



Molao:that'showallofyoucriminalsareisn'tit?

Zino:don'tinsultus

Mgqobi:colonelwhydidyouarrestmyclients?

Molao:becausewehaveitongoodauthoritythat

thesetwoliedtousandkeptcrucialinformation

fromus.Endangeringthenationbytakingthelaw

intotheirhandsandagainthisone(pointedatZino)

hasanextrachargeofsellingweed

Zino:(scoffed)youmusthavesmokedsome.Doi

looklikeaweeddealer?

Molao:anythingtogeneratemoneyMsTombale

Mgqobi:doyouhaveproofofthis?

Molao:ohyes,wewenttoherhouseandfound6

50kgbagsofweed

Zino:wait,what!?Youwenttomyhousewhileiwas

notthere?

Mgqobi:(scoffedsmiling)sohowdidyougetin

Molao?

Zino:thatiwouldlovetoknow



Molao:theguardsletusin

Zino:itoldthemtonotletanyoneinmyyardwhen

imnotaround.Youtrespassed

Mgqobi:didyouhaveawarrant?

Molao:(tookitoutsmiling)ohyeswedid

Zino:butiwasn'tthere

Molao:wellwiththispieceofpaperimallowedto

getinwetheryouarethereornot

Zino:yourobsessionforusisdisgustingiknow

nothingaboutweed.Wheredoyougetthat

information?Clearlythere'ssomeonewhoistrying

totaintmyname

Molao:wellyouhaverubbedoffafewshoulders

thewrongwayMsTombalewewouldn'tknow

Zino:youbetterfindoutwhoitis,theyhavetopay

Mgqobi:ohtrustmeiwill

Bongani:arewegoingtotalkaboutthefakeweed

alldayorwewillgetoveranddonewiththis?Ineed

togethomeihavealotofthingstodealwith



Molao:imafraidthistimearoundtheonlywayyou

aregoingtogohomeisifyouaregrantedbailMr

Jola

Bongani:excuseme?Ihaveasickwife

Molao:whoisstillunderpolicecustodyifyou

forgot.Whenshecomesfromthehospitalshewill

becomingstraighthere

Mgqobi:whydoyousaymyclientswon'tbegoing

home?

Molao:thereyougo

Hepushedthefiledtohimwithasmileonhisface

whileMgqobifrownedandopenedit.Hequietly

wentthrougheverypieceofpaperforagood10

minutesandsighedlookingupatthem...

Bongani:and?

Mgqobi:mayihaveafewminuteswithmyclients

please



Molao:bemyguest

HesmiledandleftasMgqobisighedrubbinghis

forhead...

Zino:saysomething

Mgqobi:oncethecourtgetsintouchwithallofthis

youtwowillbegoingtojail

Both:what!?

Mgqobi:youbothareguiltyandthere'snohowican

getyououttoday.Hefollowedalltheright

protocolsandyeahhehasyouguysthistime

around

Zino:noican'tsleepinaholdingcell

Mgqobi:imafraidyouaredear

Bongani:whatiswrongwiththisman?Areyousure

there'snothingnothingthatyoucanuseagainst

him?

Mgqobi:notatallhe'sascleanaspurifiedwater



Bongani:(satback)yeahneh

Mgqobi:imreallysorrybutiwillmakesuretoapply

forbailassoonasileavehere

Zino:whatdoestheevidencesayexactly

Mgqobi:inanutshellitprovesthatyouguysknew

theNdlovu's,knewaboutKumkanianddrugdealing

andalsoknewthatZanelekilledNdlovu'sbrothers

aswellasValentine'sbrotheralsothe

disappearanceofValentineormaybedeath

becauseit'sstatedherethatalltheyfoundwas

tracesofbloodandZanele'searringattheaccident

scene

Zino:(sighed)butpleasemakesuretofindout

aboutthisweednonsensesomeoneisframingme.

Youknowwearealotofthingsbutnotdrugdealers

Mgqobi:don'tworryaboutthisoneit'seasywaters

Zino:good.Doyouknowthestateprosecutionfor

tomorrow?

Mgqobi:it'sProsecutorNeilhedoesn'tscaremebut

imnotsayingyoushouldrelax



Zino:yeah

Mgqobi:seeyousoonguys.Wearedonecolonel

Molao:(smiled)ohtheyarereadyfortheirnew

home

Mgqobi:trustmethisisjustthebeginningihope

youarereadytofinishwhatyoustarted

HetookhisbagandleftwhileMolaosmiledrubbing

hishandstogether...

Molao:cleaningthestreetsiswhatwedo,officers

takethemtotheirholdingcells

TheyjerkedthemupandpushedthemasZino

turnedtoonewithafrownonherface...

Zino:istillhaverights

Molao:enjoyyournightMrJolahopethebedwon't



betoocold

Hechuckledgoingtohisofficewhiletheypushed

Bonganiinhiscellandlockedhimin.Heheldonthe

barsandshookhisheadsighing...

Bongani:iftheytoldmethatgettingmarriedwas

goingtobelikethisiwouldhavenotbothered

myself

Heclickedhistongueandsatonhiswornoutbed.

InhisofficeMolaoansweredhisringingphone...

Molao:colonelspeaking

Dr:helloyouarespeakingtoZaneleJola'sdoctor

Molao:pleasedon'ttellmeshedidn'tmakeit

Dr:nobutwefoundsomethinginherbody

Molao:(frowned)oh?



Dr:amemeraldearring

Molao:what!?

Dr:yessir

Molao:(scoffed)wowok,pleasepackitinabag

don'tcleanandalsojustrunsometeststoprove

thatithasherDNAiwillsendsomeonetocomefor

ittomorrow

Dr:ok

Molao:thanksdoctor

Dr:noproblem

TheyhungupasMolaoscoffedagainandcalled

Lerato...

Lerato:heylove

Molao:wheredoyoukeepevidence?

Lerato:ihaveasafeintheevidenceroomwhy?

Molao:iwilltellyoujustnowletmeruntoit



Lerato:ok(Hewenttoit)

Molao:code(shetoldhim)where'stheearringthat

Annefoundatthefield?

Lerato:it'ssupposedtobethere

Molao:noitsnotbuttheDrjusttoldmetheyjust

operatedZaneleandfoundanemeraldearring

Lerato:what!?

Molao:yeahyoumusthavemisplacedtheevidence

whileinterrogatinghersoshesawitandswallowed

it

Lerato:bathong,what'swrongwiththiswoman?

Molao:nexttimebeextracautiousok

Lerato:yeahimsorry

Molao:itsok.Youareluckyitwasfoundbya

doctor

Theychuckledandhungup.



AttheJola's...

SbugotoffthephonewithMgqobiandsighed

joininghiswifewhowasfeedingtheirdaughter...

Samkelo:and?

Sbu:theonlywaytheymightcomeoutisiftheyare

grantedbailbutMgqobisaysitdoesn'tlookgood

theyhavesolidevidence

Samkelo:onlyifZanelelistenedtomeanddidright

byMbalinoneofthiswouldbehappeningshehurt

herchildevenindeath

Sbu:nowwehavetoleaveourhomeandcomelook

aftertheirhouse

Samkelo:wellit'stheleastwecandoloveyou

neverknowwhattheseguardscando

Sbu:true.Iwillaskmybrothertogostaywithyour

sisteratourhouseuntilthismessissortedout

Samkelo:alrightlove.Imjustgladthatdespiteall



thismessourbusinessesarestillstanding

Sbu:yeahnehbutyoushouldbraceyourselflove

especiallywhenZanelewakesupchancesareyou

mightlosealot

Samkelo:iwon'tletmydaughter'slegacygodown

thedrainlikethat.Immeetingupwithourlawyerto

seewhatwecancomeupwithwhentimesget

tough

Sbu:youshoulddothat.Yoh,wherewereyou

beforeBongsgotarrestedhehadjustrealisedthat

KennedyistheonebehindtheNdlovucarbombing

andusedhiscartomakeitlooklikeitwasBongs

Samkelo:iknowandheworkedwithZanele

Sbu:huh?

Samkelo:iheardhimtalkingtoZaneleatthe

hospital

Sbu:what!?

Samkelo:thereasonwhyiaskedyoutotalkto

Bonganiabouthissexualityisbecausehe

mentionedthatZanelemarriedhischildhood



boyfriend

Sbu:what!?

Samkelo:yeahandthathewantstobewiththe

bothofthem

Sbu:woahwoahwoah(scoffed)whatdoyoumean?

Samkelo:KennedywantstomarryZaneleand

Bongani

Sbu:heebathong!

Samkelo:nje

Sbu:whatkindofsauceryisthat?

Samkelo:youcanaskagain.Apparentlyhehas

longhadathingforZanelewaybackinvarsity

Sbu:nobabethisguyisacreepbutwhywouldhe

frameBonganiifhewantstobewithhim?

Samkelo:fortheexactsamereason.Tobeableto

bewiththem

Sbu:butstillthatwasastupidmoveBonganiwon't

sitforitnowthatheknows



Samkelo:(clearedherthroat)youneverknow

Sbu:(frowned)istheresomethingyouarenot

tellingmelove?

Samkelo:whydoyousayso?

Sbu:whenyouhavesomethingyouarenottelling

meyoutendtoclearyourthroat

Samkelo:ah-uh

Sbu:yesloveiknowyousowhatisit?

Sisandacoughedchokingonhermilkasshe

splasheditouthermouthandnose...

Samkelo:ohmyword!Lovehurryupwithacloth,

babyareyouok?

SheliftedherupwhileSbuquicklyreachedfora

clothinherbag...



Sbu:so?

Samkelo:what?Goshnanaareyouok?

Sbu:whatareyoukeepingfromme?

Samkelo:mychildalmostdiedandyouareworried

aboutwhatimnottellingyou?What'swrongwith

you,getherwaterplease

Shecontinuedtorubherbackwhileshecoughed

asSbusighedandwenttogetwater.

AttheZulu's...

Terrance'sphonerangashewipedhishandsfrom

thebathroomandansweredtheunknownnumber...

Terrance:TerranceZuluhello?

Zulu:bafo(hechokedonhissaliva)areyouok?

Terrance:yeahimgood,unjanibafo(howareyou



mybrother)

Zulu:songiyaboshwaawuphoneoranythingbafo

unjanikodwa?(Igetarrestedandyoudon'tcheck

uponme,what'swrongwithyoumybrother)

Terrance:(chuckled)hawukahlebafo(comeonmy

brother)ihavebeenheldupdoingsomebusiness

Zulu:doesthatincludeukugibelamfaziwam

uziyenzaubabaemziniwam?(sleepingwithmy

wifeactinglikethemanofthehouseinmyhome)

thenplotagainstmydownfall?

Terrance:what!?

Zulu:ungathi"ngwa"tomeyouheardmenjandin

Terrance:(chuckled)haibobafoidon'tknowwhat

you'retalkingabout

Zulu:ileavemyhometotryandfendforthemwena

yougoonanddestroyitbafowhatdoyouwantme

todohuh?

Terrance:hello?Bafoareyoustillthere?Hello

Themba,bafoareyou(hehunguponhim)shit

Zulu:yeahnjandin(youbastard)imgoingtoshow



youandthatbitchofyourswhatimcapableof

Heclickedhistongueandpunchedhislawyer's

number.

THATEVENING

AtXaba'shouse...

HequietlybathedJasonwhileheplayedwithhis

toysinthewater...

Jason:papa

Xaba:yesmyboy

Jason:osharp?(Areyouok)

Xaba:(fakesmiled)yesmyboywhy?

Jason:jwalehobanengothotsehakaaka?(Then

whyareyousoquiet)



Xaba:imjustinmythoughtsmyboy

Jason:huh?

Xaba:(chuckled)isthatabigwordforyou?

Jason:yespapa

Xaba:whatpapameansisthathe'sthinking

Jason:oh,about?

Xaba:whatcouldhavereallyhappenedtoyour

mom

Jason:butyousaidsheleftpapa

Xaba:soyouaresureyoudidn'tseeherleave?

Jason:nopapathelasttimeisawhershewas

goingtothebacktogetsomeclothes

Xaba:andsheneverreturned?

Jason:notuntilweleftforicecreambutpelehaya

morahoeneekababalwanayenaleauntyZino(but

beforegoingtothebackitsoundedliketheywere

arguingwithauntyZino)

Xaba:(frowned)didyouhearanything?



Jason:nopapaiwaswatchingthetvbutkeutlwe

auntyZinoantseare"whatdidyouhear"ebamama

walkedout

Xaba:oh?

Jason:yeah(scoffed)marawatsebahonalentho

ekebonengpapa(butyouknowthere'ssomethingi

saw)

Xaba:whatmyson?

Jason:iwasjumpingupanddowninmyroom

pickingmyoutfitfortheicecreamdateandtheni

steppedonthecurtainbymistakeanditfell,hake

shebakantlekabonaauntyZinoakenyanthoe

lebehangsekamaotoharadustbin(whenilooked

outsideisawauntyZinoputtingsomethingthat

lookedlikelegsinadustbin)

Xaba:(heartskipped)areyousureJ?

Jason:yesdad,(chuckled)look,howismytoy

Xaba:(fakesmiled)cute.Comelet'swipeyou

JasonlaughedplayingwithhistoywhileXaba



wipedhimtryingtomakesenseofwhathissonjust

toldhim.

AttheZulu's...

TerrancequietlyhadhisfoodwhileKhethiwe

laughedwithherchildren.Shefrownedseeinghow

quiethewasandsatback...

Khethiwe:areyouok?(Hekeptquiet)baba?

Terrance:oh,yeslove,yesimok

Khethiwe:noiknowyou,themomentyoubecome

likethismeansthere'ssomethingbotheringyou

Terrance:(sighed)heknows

Khethiwe:(confused)huh?

Terrance:Thembacalledmeandconfrontedme

aboutourrelationship

All:what!?



Khethiwe:how?

Terrance:idon'tknowbutheknows

Khethiwe:whatdidyousaytohim?

Terrance:nothing,ifakedanetworkglitchandhung

uponhim

Khethiwe:buthowwouldheknow?Lindani?

Lindani:ahnomamayouknowidon'tlikethatguy

Khethiwe:(sighed)goshthisisnothappening,

Lindiwe?

Lindiwe:haiboma?Whywouldi?

Khethiwe:maybeyoumentionedittoyourfriends

whiledrinking

Lindiwe:idon'thavealosetonguemahawu

Khethiwe:thenwhoguyswho?

TheyallwonderedwhileLindiwefrownedand

swallowedrememberingthatshementioneditwhile

shewaswithMandla.



THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

Incourt...

Thejudgeorderedeveryonetositdownwhile

MolaoandXabalookedaroundworried...

Judge:prosecution

Molao:(clearedhisthroatstandingup)yourhonour

wearelateourrepresentativeisnothere,yet

Judge:whyisthatsocolonel?

Molao:thingisProsecutorNeilgotsicksowehad

tofindsomeoneatlastminutebutibelievethey

shouldbehereanyminute

Mgqobi:yourhonourthisistotallyunacceptable

maybeweshouldjust...



Ashesaidthecourtdoorsopenedandinformal

blackpants,blackstilettoswithamatchingjacket,

whiteshirtengraved"NDABAATTORNEYS"Puleng

walkedin...

Puleng:imsosorryI'mlateyourhonourwemay

proceed

ShesmiledatMolaoandflippedherhairputtingon

hergownwhileMgqobiswallowedsittingdown...

Zino:(whispered)who'sshe?

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Mgqobi:PulengNdabaahighlyesteemed

prosecutoraMotswanafromBotswanabybirth,

movedoverseasandnowiscurrentlyinSA.Herlaw

firmhasacontractwithonethebiggestinsurance

companieshere

Judge:thisshouldbethelasttimecolonelMolao

andyourteam

Molao:onceagain,apologiesyourhonour

Judge:goodwemayproceed.ProsecutorNdaba

Shestooduplookingatherelectronicpadandfixed

herglasseswhileZinosatbacksighing...

Puleng:myLordeverydayinthiscountry,this

continentandworldpeopledie.Lotsandlotsof

livesarelostbutmostlyit'sthosewhowere



murderedbytheirpartners,thievesorthelikes

ZinokuhleTombale.A21yearold'slifehasbeen

takenhereandafamilyhasbeenleftwithadeep

woundthattakeslongtoheal.Raisingachildisnot

easyandforsomeonetocomeandthinkitsokto

taketheirliveslikethat?Nothat'snookandthatis

whytherearelawyerslikeme,lawyerswhostriveto

fightforourchildrensafety.Wearethisfamily's

lasthope(turnedtothem)andimgoingtoassure

you,myteamandiarenotgoingtoleavenostone

unturned.WiththatsaidmyLord(turnedtoZino)

wecanprovewithnoreasonabledoubtthatMs

ZinokuhleTombaleisguiltyofthisact.Ithankyou

ShetookherseatasZinoswallowedavoidingher

eyes...

Judge:thankyouprosecutorNdaba,Mgqobi

Mgqobi:thankyouyourhonour.Yeschildrendie

everytimeespeciallyinSouthAfrica,yesthereare

criminalswhokillpeopletocovertheirtracksbut



let'snotforgetthattherearepeopleouttherewho

cangooutoftheirwaystoseeothersdown.(Zino

nodded)justthisweekalonewecan'tevencount

thenumberoftimesthiscolonelhasbeentothis

woman'ssister'shouseallbecausetheywantto

believethattheyarecriminals...

Puleng:objectionyourhonour,where'sthe

relevance?

Judge:granted.ProsecutorMgqobithatlinewillbe

removedfromyourstatement.Proceed

Mgqobi:allimtryingtosayisthattherearepeople

outtherewhowouldlovetoseeyoudownandout

andmyteamandibelievethatthisisthecasewith

MsTombaleandwecanalsoprovethatwithno

doubt.Ithankyou(hesatdownasZinosmiled)

Judge:thankyouprosecutorMgqobi.Maythecourt

pleasehaveMsTombaleonthestandforcross

examination

Shesighedandmadeherwaytothedockasa

bailiffcamewithabible...



Man:righthandonthebibleandlefthandupplease

(shedid)"iZinokuhleTombalesweartotellthetruth,

onlythetruthandnothingelsebutthetruthsohelp

meGod"

Zino:ido

Judge:thankyou.Youmaytakeyourseatma'am.

ProsecutorMgqobipleaseproceed

HestoodupastheyputaglassofwaterforZino...

Mgqobi:goodmorningMsTombale

Zino:goodmorningyourworship

Mgqobi:MsTombalepleasetelluswhatyoudo

Zino:imaPrivateInvestigatorandInformation

technologistbyprofessionandialsoowna

kindergarten(Pulengscribbled)

Mgqobi:howlonghaveyoubeenrunningthis

kindergarten?



Zino:mysisterbuiltitformewhenicamefromthe

US.Sheknewialwayshadapassionforworking

withchildrensoitwasawelcomebackhomegift

Mgqobi:soyouhaveapassionofworkingwith

children?

Zino:yesyourworshipihavebeenrunningthe

kindergartenfor10yearsnow

Mgqobi:wowandibelieveithasgreatreviews

Zino:yesyourworshipwehaveover200kidswith

us

Mgqobi:fromages?

Zino:3monthsto6years

Mgqobi:wowok.MsTombalearethereanyother

thingsyoudobesidesthose?

Zino:yesyourworshipialsogivesomefood

hamperstothelessprivilegedfamiliesinThembisa

onmyfreetime

Mgqobi:why?

Zino:yourworshiplikeisaidihavedeeplovefor



childrenandseeingachildwornoutorhungryin

thestreetsbreaksmyheart

Mgqobi:soyoudothisbecauseofchildren?

Zino:yesyourworship

Mgqobi:nowtellmeyourhonourwhywoulda

womanwholoveschildrendearlylikethistakealife

ofachild?Ithankyou

Judge:(scribbled)prosecutorNdaba

Puleng:thankyoumyLord.MsTombaleiseethey

callyouZinomayiaddressyouso?

Zino:yesyourworship

Puleng:thankyou.SotellmeZinodoyouhave

childrenofyourown?

Zino:no

Puleng:soyoudon'tknowhowitfeelstohaveand

loseachild?

Zino:nobutihadanephewandanieceitookthem

asmychildren

Puleng:fromthewayyouspeakofthemibelieve



theyarenomore?

Zino:yes

Puleng:soyouknowexactlyhowtheirparentsfelt?

Zino:notreallybut...

Puleng:yesornoZino

Zino:no

Puleng:exactly.Wearegoingtoleaveitlikethatfor

now.MsTombaledoesgivingyouhampersand

foodparcelsautomaticallybuildsarelationship

withyouandthepeopleyougivethemto?

Zino:notnecessarilybuttoacertainextend

Puleng:weareincourtnotasciencelaboratorywe

arenotheretoexperimentorhypothesiswedeal

withfacts.Givemeastraightanswer

Zino:pleaserephraseyourquestion

Puleng:(scoffed)Zinomyquestionisdoyousit

downwitheachofthesepeopleandshareteaand

sconeswiththem?

Zino:no



Puleng:thenitmeansyouhavenorelationshipwith

them

Zino:ido

Puleng:noyoudon'tallyoudoisgotheregivethe

poorpeoplefoodyouboughtinthemarketand

leaveisn'tthatso(shekeptquiet)answerme!

Zino:(clearedherthroat)yes(Mgqobisighed)

Puleng:thenwhyonthisparticulardaydidyou

choosetositwiththatoldwoman?

Zino:ididn'thaveanythingtodo

Puleng:ohwowsoallthisothertimesyouwere

heldup?

Zino:yes

Puleng:howmanystreetsdoyougotoinThembisa?

Zino:justtwo

Puleng:isherstreetsoneofthem?(Zinokeptquiet)

MsTombaletimeismoney

Zino:no(Mgqobisighed)



Puleng:howmanyhousesdidyougivehampersto

inthatstreet

Zino:idon'tknow

Puleng:iwilltellyouandthat's5.WhyZinokuhle

Tombale?

SheswallowedlookingdownasMolaosmiled

softlyrubbinghischinwhileXabasniffedsoftly

shakinghishead...

Puleng:ZinokuhleTombaleanswermyquestion!

Zino:becausetherewereextra5hamperstogive

out

Puleng:oh,ormaybeitwasbecauseyouwantedto

makesurethatyourtrackswerecovered

Mgqobi:objectionyourhonourspeculation

Judge:sustained.ProceedprosecutorNdaba

Puleng:yougave5hamperstothatstreetonlyto

coveryourtracksMsTombale.Smartbutnotso



smart.Tellme,didyoustayattheother4houses

aswell?

Zino:no

Puleng:why?

Zino:becauseihadtofinishgivingoutthehampers

andithappenedthatyardwasthelastone

Puleng:andyouchosetositbecauseyouhad

nothingtodoafter

Zino:yes

Puleng:orbecauseyouwantedtoluretheold

womanintoyourwebofliessoshedoesn'tsuspect

itwasyou

Zino:what,no!

Puleng:yourhonourherewehavesomeonewho

knowsnothingabouthavingachildnorlosingone.

Sheclaimstolovechildrenjustbecauseshehasa

kindergartenwhichibelieveit'sjustacoveruptobe

abletogetawaywithsuchcrimes.Ithankyou

Judge:thankyouall.Courtshallresumetomorrow

(hitthegavel)



Officer:allrise!

Theyalldidasthejudgemadehiswayout...

Mgqobi:justhanginthereit'sthefirstday

Zino:hanginthere?Thatwomancrushedmehow

didsheevengetholdofthatinformation?

Mgqobi:itsourjobtofindeverythingwecantouse

againsttheaccused

Zino:weneedtoworkharder

Mgqobi:tomorrowisanotherdaydon'tworry

Zino:howfarwiththebailhearingdates?

Mgqobi:it'stomorrow

Zino:yohatleastificangohome

Mgqobi:let'shopeyouguysgetit

Zino:youneedtoworkmagic

Mgqobi:imnotJesusguys



Thepolicetookherintothevanandbacktothe

stationwhilebythemotorcarMgqobishook

Puleng'shand...

Molao:iwasscaredinthereforaminutethinking

youwerenotgoingtomakeit

Puleng:(chuckled)nowhenAnnetoldmeaboutthis

caseithoughtyouknowwhatletmetakeit

Molao:weapologisefortheshortnoticethough

Puleng:luckyforyouiworkwithprofessionals

that'swhyimanagedtogetthatinformationat

shortnotice

Molao:ihearshesaysyourdaughterworkswith

her?

Puleng:yesshedoes

Molao:that'sniceiloveitwhenwomenoccupy

spacesinamaledominatedindustry

Puleng:yeahheyanywayletmegetgoingwewill



talk

Molao:alrightseeyoutomorrow

Shesmiledathimandopenedthebootofher

Porscheandputherthingsinitthendroveout...

Molao:nowthat'ssuccess

Xaba:howmuchdolawyersearn?Ithinkiwanther

(theylaughed)

Molao:youandwomenwithmoneyshe'smarried

Xaba:wellwomenareallowedtohavetwo

husbandsaswellplusI'llbesurethisoneisalaw

abidingone

Molao:therearelawyerswhoarecrooksmyboy

(theylaughed)getinthecarandstopbeinganidiot

Theygotinanddroveoutaswell.



AtMandla'shotel...

Lindiweburstthroughtheofficedoorwithout

knockingasMandlafrownedlookingup...

Mandla:heebanna

Lindiwe:whatdidyoudo?

Mandla:mina?

Lindiwe:yeswenaMandlahowcouldyou?

Mandla:howcouldiwhatnow?

Lindiwe:itoldyoutoneverminditMandlabutno,

whatdidyoudo?Youwentandsangtoyourfriend

Mandla:babewhatareyouonabout?

Lindiwe:don'tbabeme!

Mandla:ng-ngthat'sonebehaviourimnotgoingto

toleratenow.Calmdownandtellmewhatidid

wrongshoutingwon'thelpyouwithanything

Lindiwe:didyougoandtellBonganiaboutwhati



saidaboutmymotherandunclesohecangotell

mydadandthathismothercouldscoreitbig?

Mandla:breath,inevertoldBonganianything.What

areyousaying?

Lindiwe:don'ttakemeforanidiotMandlahow

woulddadknownow?

Mandla:istilldon'tknowwhatyouareonabouti

don'trememberyousayinganythingtomethat

concernedBongani,hismothernoryourfather

Lindiwe:areyousureyoudidn'thearme?

Mandla:positive

Lindiwe:(sighedsittingdown)thenwhowouldhave

heardmeiswearthatwastheonlytimeimentioned

it

Mandla:wellifiheardwhywouldiwantto

jeopardiseourrelationshiplikethat?

Lindiwe:imsorry

Mandla:it'sok.Doyouneedanything?

Lindiwe:noimgood



Mandla:(chuckled)soyoucameallthewayhereto

shoutatme

Lindiwe:(smiled)yesbecauseithoughtyouarethe

onewhosaidsomething

Mandla:noloveit'snotme

Lindiwe:it'sok.Anywayletmegoandfinishup

withmovinghere.Mybrotherandiareinthe

processofmovingtotheuniversityhere

Mandla:ohthat'swonderfuliwasstartingto

wonderhowiwouldbeabletotraveltoKZNevery

weekendwhichisnotaproblembutyoumoving

hereisbetter

Lindiwe:(smiled)youthough,bye

Mandla:byeseeyoulater

Lindiwe:sure

ShekissedhimandleftwhileMandlasatbackand

tookhisphonecallingBongani...



Sbu:buddy

Mandla:whydidyoutellhim?

Sbu:who?

Mandla:Bongani,aboutZulu'swife'saffair?

Sbu:Bonganiisourfriendandhismotherneedsour

help.Thatbastardstolefromthem

Mandla:imdatinghischildifyouforgot

Sbu:soyou'drathersacrificeyourfriend'speacefor

apairoflips?

Mandla:don'tyoudareinsultLindiwelikethat

Sbu:imsorrybutifyouwerenotawareourfriend

needsus

Mandla:butyoudidn'thaveto

Sbu:that'syourproblemnotmine.Bye

Mandla:Sbu(hehungup)Sbu,(heclickedhis

tongue)youshouldhavebeenaneditorfora

magazinegossipsectioneses



Hesaidthrowinghisphoneonhisdeskand

continuedworking.

Atthestation...

TheyletKennedythroughtoBongani'sholdingcell

asBonganifrownedfeelingsomeonestanding

behindhimandturned...

Bongani:(scoffed)ohwowJudas

Kennedy:(frowned)what?

Bongani:whatdoilookliketoyouKennedy?

Kennedy:idon'tunderstand

Bongani:whatdidyoudoonFriday?

Kennedy:weweretogetherBongani

Bongani:butyoudrovemycaroutKennedy

Kennedy:togetalcoholyes

Bongani:nothatwasacoveruptogoplantabomb



inNdlovu'scardammit

Kennedy:what!?

Bongani:don'tyoudaretakemeforafoolyou

forgetimaninformationtechnologist?

Kennedy:no

Bongani:wellifoundout,infactZinofoundout,

howcanyoudothistomeKennedydoyouknow

thatifthepolicegetthisinformationtheyaregoing

tolockmeupforalongtime?

Kennedy:notheywon't

Bongani:howdoyouknowthat?

Kennedy:idestroyedthetrackingdevicefromyour

caryesterday

Bongani:what!?

Kennedy:andimplanningtogetholdofyourphone

soicandestroytheoneinitaswell

Bongani:whyareyoudoingallofthis?Areyou

crazyandhowcanyouagreetoZanele'scrazy

ideas?



Kennedy:imgoingtomakesurethatyouguys

comeoutofhereok.YoumeandZanelearegoing

tobeonehappyfamily

Bongani:(frownedconfused)what!?

Kennedy:(heldhischeek)beagoodboyformeok?

(Smiled)takecare

HewalkedoutwhileBonganistoodtherewitha

frownonhisfaceconfusedevenmore...

Bongani:what?

AtNdabaAttorneys...

Pulengknockedonherdaughter'sofficeasshe

welcomedherin...

Bontle:ohheyma,iwasabouttomakemywayto



youroffice.Howdiditgo?

Puleng:idon'tunderstandwhycriminalsdothis

honestly.Theyshouldjustsaveeveryone'stime

andenergyandpleadguiltyinsteadofdragging

things

Bontle:exactlyimeanwhenyouareguiltyyouare

guilty.Sorryicouldn'tcomewiththough

Puleng:it'sokbabyyouhadworktodo

Bontle:yeahbutiwillbetheretomorrow

Puleng:goodbecauseiwantyoutobeabletotake

overwhenihaveanemergency

Bontle:yeah.IsTshephangandherhusband

comingoverfordinnertonight?

Puleng:shesayssoyeah.Speakingofhusband

whenareyougettingyourselfamanByouarenot

gettinganyyoungerkana

Bontle:youknowwhymama

Puleng:butwehavebeenthroughthatmyloveyou

cannotnottrusteverymanbecauseofwhat

happenedtoyouinthepast.Tshephangispregnant



withhersecondchildwhileimstillwaitingonafirst

grandchildfromyouyou

Bontle:wait,she'spregnantagain?

Puleng:oopsthatcameoutwrongshewas

planningtotellyoutonight

Bontle:ohisee

Puleng:anywayiwon'tforceyouorrushyouinto

findingasoulmatebutknowthattimeisnoton

yoursideok

Bontle:(chuckled)canipleasegettowork?

Puleng:thereyougoagain.Whenwillyoutakea

break?

Bontle:who'sgoingtotakeoverwhenyouretire?

Puleng:comeon

Bontle:iwanttobeskilledenoughmabye

Puleng:bye

Bontle:andyoushouldretiremanimeandadhas

retiredfromteachingwhatareyouwaitingfor?



Puleng:youknowhowmuchilovebeingincourt

Bontle:atleastmoveuptoajudgepostthen

Puleng:noilovebeingalawyer,byeBontle

ShelaughedleavingasBontlechuckled.Shesighed

andsatbackthinkingaboutwhathermothersaid

andsighedagaingoingbacktowork.

Atthepoliceheadquarters...

Kennedylookedaroundtheofficeasthe

commissionermadehiswayin...

Commissioner:sorryforkeepingyouwaiting

Kennedy:nonoit'sokyouareabusymanafterall

Commissioner:sowhatcanidoforyouMr?

Kennedy:Seboko

Commissioner:ohMrSeboko,yes?



Kennedy:imheretoreportanofficerwho'sworking

intheforcewithfalseresults

Commissioner:oh?

Kennedy:DetectiveLeratoSeboko

Commissioner:Seboko?

Kennedy:yesshe'smysister

Commissioner:oh?

Kennedy:yes

Commissioner:whycomewiththisnow?

Kennedy:ijustdiscoveredit

Commissioner:proofplease?

Kennedy:yes(tookouranenvelope)theseareher

realresultsandthesearetheonesshefabricated

Commissioner:butitsbeentwoyearssinceshe

startedworking

Kennedy:yesandtellme,howdoyoubecomea

detectivewhileyouhavebeenaconstableforonly

twoyears?(Thecommissionerfrowned)onlyifyou



aredatingoneofthebosses

Commissioner:what?

Kennedy:yesLeratoSebokoisdatingColonel

Molao

Commissioner:ohwow

Kennedy:youcanevenaskmymother

Commissioner:youknowwhatletmegettothe

bottomofthis

Kennedy:that'sallineedfromyou.Ifwearegoing

tohavepoliceofficersserveustheyhavetoleadby

example

Commissioner:indeedthankyouMrSeboko

Kennedy:thepleasureisallminecommissioner

Hesmiledstandingupastheyshookhandsandhe

left.Thecommissionersatbackandscoffed

lookingattheresults...



Commissioner:colonelMolao,whowouldhave

thoughtthatyouwoulddosuchathing?Wow

THATAFTERNOON

AtZino'shouse...

Xabacamedownthestairsafterscanningallthe

roomsupthere.Hewenttothebackandfrowned

lookingaround.Hefrownedmoremovingincloser

tothedecoratingrocksjustbythewashinglineand

tookoutglovesscanningthere.Hefoundonewitha

redstainonitandlookedclosely...

Xaba:thisbetternotbewhatithinkitisplease

Hesaidputtingitinaclearbagandlookedaround

goingtothetrashcanssideandfoundonebin...



Xaba:(frowned)Zinohastwobinswhere'sthe

secondone?

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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InPrison...

ZulupulledoutachairandsatdownwhileBrian

frownedlookingathim...

Brian:areyouok?



Zulu:whatthehelldoipayyoufor?

Brian:donotforgetthatyouhaven'tpaidmeformy

servicesbeforeyougotinheresodon'tcomeatme

likethatwhenimdoingyouafavour

Zulu:ohisthatwhatitis?Youaregoingtocome

whenyoufeellikeitjustbecauseihaven'tpaidyou?

Brian:igivepayingcustomersfirstpriority

Zulu:iwillgetanotherlawyerthen

Brian:ohokiwonderwhichlawyerwouldthatbe

agreeingtoworkforyouknowingyouraccounts

havebeenfrozen(Zuluswallowed)yeahright.Why

didyoucallmehere?

Zulu:ihavefoundoutthatmywifeischeatingon

me

Brian:so?

Zulu:shefiledfordivorceBrianandit'snotwithjust

anyoneshe'scheatingonmewithmyownbrother

Brian:oh

Zulu:yessoyouknowsheobviouslywantshalfof



everythingontheotherhandthatstupidxhosa

witchwantshalfaswellsoican'tloseallmy

propertiestothesewomenihavetoremainwith

something.Ibelieveyouknowwhattodo

Brian:payformylastservicesfirsttheniwillhelp

you

Zulu:haiboBrianuthinimanje?

Brian:(stoodup)youheardme.

Zulu:butyouknowihavealwaysbeenloyaltoyou

andnevermissedapaymentcomeondudedon't

domelikethis

Brian:youandiarenotfriendstobeginwithweare

aclientandserviceproviderandidon'tmix

businesswithfriendshipsodorightbymeandiwill

helpyouwithnohesitation

Zulu:wowBrian

Brian:haveagreatdayMrZuluwewilltalkwhen

youhavemymoney

Zulu:Briancomeon

Brian:goodluckwithfindingalawyersoonbecause



yourdivorceproceedingsandmurdercaseare

startingtomorrow

Zulu:what!?

Brian:yes

Zulu:andyoudothistome?

Brian:imnotgoingtogoincourtwithyouwhileyou

haven'tpaidme.Goodbye

Zulu:Brian

HetookhisbagandleftwhileZulustoodthere

blinkingnotknowingwhattodo...

Zulu:nothiscan'tbehappening

Hesaidscratchinghisheadtryingtothinkofwhat

todo.

AttheStation...



SbuwasletthroughasBonganistoodbythebars...

Sbu:dudewhat'sgoingon?Doyouknowihadto

bribeapoliceofficertobeallowedinhere.Theysay

youareallowedonevisitoraday

Bongani:thanksforthatbuddybutsomething

happened

Sbu:what?

Bongani:Kennedy.He'sbeingallcreepy

Sbu:(scoffed)yeahneh

Bongani:yeahneh?

Sbu:mywifetoldme

Bongani:toldyouwhat?

Sbu:whathedid

Bongani:sosheknew?

Sbu:sheactuallyheardhimtalkingtoZanelewith

hertwoearsbuddy.Who'sKennedyBongs?



Bongani:he'sanoldfriendlikeisaidbutnowit

turnsoutlikehewantsmorethanthatandhe's

doingallthewrongthingstogetit

Sbu:soyouwantittoo?(Hekeptquiet)Bongani?

Bongani:imamarriedmanSbu

Sbu:youdidn'tanswermyquestion

Bongani:idon'tknow

Sbu:what!?

Bongani:notlikethisifimaysay.Whydidhehave

todoallthis?Whydidhehavetobeconnivingto

getmetoagreetothis?Ifidon'the'sgoingtohave

melockedupforlongandnowheleftsayinghe

wasgoingtoworkonmakingsurewegetout

Sbu:Bonganiareyoulisteningtoyourself?Areyou

okupstairs?Youwanttobeinasituationshipyou

areforcedinto?

Bongani:no

Sbu:butyoujustsaidyoudo

Bongani:(sighed)lookwhatimsayingisimightfeel



somethingforhimbutimamarriedmanidon't

wanttobewithhimlikethisalsowiththefactthat

he'salsointomywifewhatkindofsauceryisthat?

Sbu:youknowwhat,yourlifeiscomplicatedsoare

you.ThisguyisdangerousBongscan'tyouseeit?

WhatifhealsohassomethingonZanele

Bongani:that'swhatscaresme

Sbu:andwhatifhe'snothereforlovebutforyou

guy'sriches(Bonganiswallowedandfrowned)huh?

Bongani:youmightberightbuthowdowegetrid

ofhimwithoutgettingintotrouble?Hissisterisa

cop

Sbu:Samkelosaysshehasaplanweshouldjust

trusther

Bongani:whatplan?

Sbu:shewon'tsayallsheaskedofmeistoexcuse

myselftonightsheinvitedhimfordinner

Bongani:what!?Andyouaregoingtoleaveyour

wifeandthatcreepalone?

Sbu:thesamecreepyousayyoufeelsomethingfor.



Ofcoursenotyouidiotihavesentsomeonetoplant

hiddencamerasinthehousesothatincase

anythinghappensihavehimontape

Bongani:aretheyaudible?

Sbu:yes

Bongani:goodbutyouneedtobethereaswell

Sbu:ijustwanttorespectmywifeandherplans

whatiknowforsureisthatshewon'tkillhim

Bongani:wow

Sbu:sorrybutmywifeisnothinglikeZaneleand

youknowit

Bongani:iunderstandyoudon'thavetorubitin

Sbu:sowhydidn'tyoutellusoratleastmethatyou

aregay?

Bongani:imnotgay

Sbu:butyoujustsaidyoufeelsomethingforthat

creepfriendofyours

Bongani:maybeitsbecause...(heswallowed)



Sbu:becausewhat?

Bongani:(sighedlookingdown)maybeitsbecause

hekissedmeandwehadsex

Sbu:what!?

Bongani:ssh!Keepitdown

Sbu:whatdidyoujustsay?

Bongani:weweredrunkSbuandiaskedhimto

remindmeofmychildhoodsohedecidedtokiss

me

Sbu:anddidithelpyouremembersomething?

Bongani:yesweusedtomessaround

Sbu:wowjustwowdoyouknowwhatyourwifewill

doifshefindsout?

Bongani:that'swhyineedyoutomakesurethat

youlookintothisguy'spastandmakehimgoaway

andnevercomebackthat'sifSamkelo'splan

doesn'twork

Sbu:weshallsee(sighed)marayouguyswhyni

nje?



Bongani:justdoasisay

Sbu:nowiwishtoneverbeyoumorethanevernow.

Yourichpeoplearehonestlytoomuchwork

Bongani:asifyouarenot

Sbu:clearlyimnotbecauseihaven'tbeeninso

muchmesslikeyoumyfriend.Youneedcleansing

Bongani:isweartoyouonceimoutofhereim

visitingasangomatocleanseme

Officer:igaveyouenoughtimemyguy

Sbu:thanks.Bongstakecareofyourselflet'shope

yougetthatbailtomorrow

Bongani:ihopesotoo.Thanksforbeingagood

friendbuddy

Sbu:anytime

HesmiledandleftshakinghisheadwhileBongani

sighedandpacedaroundholdinghiswaist...



Bongani:honestlyspeakingmylifeisonehugehill

ofmess

InMolao'soffice...

XabaknockedonceandwentinasMolaofrowned

lookingattheclearbaghehadonhim...

Molao:Constable?

Xaba:ihopeimnotdisturbingcolonel

Molao:notatall.Areyouok?(Heputtherockonhis

desk)and?

Xaba:thatcolonelisarockfromZino'shouse.

Pleasetellmewhatthisis

Molao:lookslikebloodstaintome

Xaba:exactly.Thatwitchhitthemotherofmychild

anddumpedherinabin

Molao:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?



Xaba:yescolonel.Zinokuhlehadtwobinsbuti

foundonlyoneinheryardwhere'stheotherone?

ProbablysomewhereinaditchwithSemakaleng's

bodyinside

Molao:orburntinabushsomewhere

Xaba:(breathingheavily)ishouldhavelistenedto

detectiveLeratowhenshetoldmetostayaway

fromthiswizzardbutnolookatwhathappened

now,whatimigoingtosaytoourson?

Molao:ok,calmdown...

Xaba:shekilledhercolonelshemurderedher

Molao:calmdownXaba(hesighed)goodwhatwe

aregoingtodoistakethisrocktotheforensicso

thatitcanbetestedthentakeitfromthere

Xaba:ok

Molao:havesomewater

Hethrewabottleathimashedowneditwhilehe

lookedattherockwithafrownonhisface.Xaba

almostchokedonthewaterasthedoorroughly



opened...

Molao:ohcommissioner

Commissioner:imheretoseeyou

Molao:ohok.Constablepleasegiveusaminute.

Dowhatweagreedon

Xaba:commissioner

Hesalutedandtooktherockgoingtohisofficeand

calledtheforensic...

Molao:haveaseatcommissioner

Commissioner:thankyou

Molao:sowhatbringyouheresir?

Commissioner:this

Hegavehimanenvelopeasheopeneditsmiling...



Molao:apromotion

Hechuckledbutinstantlyfrownedlookingat

Lerato'scertificates...

Molao:commissioner

Commissioner:caretoexplain?

Molao:(scoffed)ihavealreadytakencareofthis

Commissioner:what?

Molao:detectiveLeratocamecleantomeabout

whathappenedandisuspendedherindefinitely.

She'sathomenowwaitingahearing

Commissioner:ohokbuthowcomemyoffice

doesn'tknowofthis?

Molao:(scoffed)comeoncommissionerwedon't

havetoreporteverythingtoyou

Commissioner:ohyouactuallydoespeciallywhen



itconcernsthepeoplethatworkunderme.Ohwait,

isitbecauseshe'syourgirlfriendsoyoudecidedto

sweepitunderthecarpet?

Molao:what!?Nocommissioneryouknowicould

never...

Commissioner:shutupMolao!Youknowwhatthey

sayaboutmixingbusinesswithpleasureright

Molao:commissionerhonestlyspeakingit'snot

aboutthatshe'smygirlfriendoranythingdidn'tyou

hearthatisaidshe'ssuspended

Commissioner:suspendedornotyouhadtotellme

butnoyoudidn'twanttohurtyourlittlemissyand

tellmecolonelhowdoyoupromotesomeonetobe

adetectivewhentheyonlyhave3yearsof

experience

Molao:shedeservedit.DetectiveSebokoisoneof

thehardworkingofficershere

Commissioner:yeahrightyouonlysaythat

becausesheletyoubetweenherthighs

Molao:Commi...



Commissioner:shutup!Youdidyourgirlfrienda

favourandyouknowwhattheycallthat?Nepotism

sowiththatsaidColonelimsorrybutyouhaveto

givemeyourgunandbadge

Molao:whatnow!?

Commissioner:youheardmeclearly.Youhave

beensuspendedwithimmediateeffectpending

hearing

Molao:Commissionerwhataboutmycases?

Commissioner:iwillbetakingoveryourcasesuntil

furthernotice

Molao:but...

Commissioner:nothingMolaohandyourgunand

badge

Molao:youaremakingthebiggestmistakeofyour

life

Commissioner:noimsavingthisnationfrom

corruptofficerslikeyou,leave!



Molaoswallowedandputtheitemsheaskedforon

thedesk.Hetookhisbagandphonesandwalked

outbutstoppedatthedoor...

Molao:commissioner

Hejustturnedtohimasheswallowedand

continuedtowalkasthecommissionerfollowed

him...

Commissioner:everyonetothefrontnow!Ihavean

announcementtomake!

Atthehospital...

Nombulelochuckledwithhermotherasthey

caughtup...



Nomayeza:imtellingyoubabysometimesifeellike

catsarewalkingupontheroof

Nombulelo:don'tworrymamawewillbebackhome

soon

Nomayeza:onlyifVulacouldwakeup(theysighed

lookingather)

Nombulelo:anywayhowfarwithfindingmy

attacker?

Nomayeza:thepolicearestilllookingforhim.They

havemanagedtoindentifyhimfromoneofthepast

offenders

Nombulelo:ohsohe'susedtothisthuglife

Nomayeza:ibelieveso

AstheysaidNomvulacoughedastheybothlooked

ather...

Nombulelo:she'swakingupmacallthenurse

quickly



NomayezarantothedoorwhileNomvulacoughed

moreremovingtheoxygenmasklookingaround.

THATEVENING

AtMandla'shouse...

HedroveinwithLindiweandparked...

Mandla:areyouready?

Lindiwe:areyousurehe'sgoingtolikeme?

Mandla:ofcourse

Lindiwe:howsureareyou?

Mandla:Alexisadowntoearthchildhe'snotone

fordrama

Lindiwe:onenastycommentfromhimout



Mandla:justhavefaith,come

Hechuckledgettingoffthecarandopenedthedoor

forherastheyheadedtothehouse.Meanwhile

Alexcamedownstairsafterthehelpercalledhim

andfrownedlookingathisfatherholdinghands

withLindiwe...

Mandla:hellosonny

Alex:(buttoninghisshirt)hidadandwhyareyou

wearingalotofmakeup?Africansdon'tevenhave

hairthatlongareyou...

Mandla:haiboAlexbenicenow(Lindiweeyedhim)

Alex:ohimsorrydadididn'tknowtheymadedolls

thishugeandalsothatwehadtobenicetothem

Mandla:what?Alex

Alex:areyougoingtojoinusfordinner?

Mandla:Aleximnotgoingtoreprimandyouagain.

Yesshewillbejoiningusfordinner



Lindiwe:ithink...

Mandla:youshouldtakeaseat.Yes

Hesaidsmilingandpulledoutachairforherasshe

lookedathimandsighedsittingdown...

Mandla:awesomesoAlex...

Alex:sorryMisswhere'stherestofyourskirt?Left

itattheshopmaybe(helaugheddishingforhimself)

Mandla:Alex!

Lindiwe:youknowwhatimgoingtogonow

Alex:byeitwasnicemeetingyouanonymous

Mandla:Alex!

Alex:whatdad,wantsomemorehotsauce?

Mandla:Alexthisismyguestandyouaregoingto

respecther

Alex:(scoffedlickinghisfinger)ifiwereyouMissi

wouldrunwhileimstillalive



Mandla:what!?

Alex:shoulditellherwhathappenedtoyourlast

girlfrienddad?Whohappenedtobeyourfriend's

daughter?19yearsold?

Mandla:enoughAlexenough!

Lindiweswallowedandangrilytookherbagleaving

Mandla:babewaitgosh

Alex:yeahrightbabe

Mandla:whatthehelliswrongwithyou?

Alex:nodadwhatthehelliswrongwithyou?

Bringingkidsinourhousesayingtheyareyour

girlfriend

Mandla:Aleximyourfatherandyoushouldrespect

me

Alex:yeahwellrespectisearnedandasfarasim

concernedyoudon'tdeservemine



Mandla:what!?

Alex:ihavebeentalkingtomymotherandshesays

icanvisither

Mandla:youhavebeenwhat!?

Alex:youheardme,fatherandquietfranklyidon't

likethisskimpygirlfriendofyours,auntyMbaliwas

waymuchbettersheshouldnevercomebackhere

(hetookhisfoodandwentup)

Mandla:Alexcomebackhere,Alex!Ale...(he

slammedhisbedroomdoor)yesesmanteenagers

Heclickedhistongueandranout...

Mandla:babe!?

Lindiwe:takemehomenow!

AttheJola's...



ThedoorbellrangasSamkelosmiledputtingthe

lastcasseroleonthetable...

Samkelo:comein

Kennedywalkedinwithabottleofwineanda

bunchofflowers...

Kennedy:goodevening

Samkelo:(smiled)hilookinggood

Kennedy:thankstheseareforyou

Samkelo:thankyou.Theysmellnice

Kennedy:you'rewelcome.(Lookedaround)where's

MrDlomo?

Samkelo:ohhehadanemergencyatworksohe

won'tmakeitontime

Kennedy:ohok

Samkelo:yeah.Pleasehelpyourself



Kennedy:wowtheylookamazing.Thankyouonce

again

Samkelo:thepleasureisallmine

Kennedy:ihopetheyarenotpoisoned(chuckled)

Samkelo:(chuckled)whywouldthey?

Kennedy:justfoolingaround

Samkelo:ohlikeyouarefoolingaroundmyfriend

andherhusband

Kennedy:(smiledconfused)huh?

Samkelo:ibelieveyouarenotdeaflove

Kennedy:idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Samkelo:youcanfoolthetwoofthembutnotme.

Whatexactlyisitthatyouwant?

Kennedy:okithinkthedinnerisovernow.(Scoffed)

Wow

Samkelo:notyet

Shelickedherfingerandtooktheradioremote



pressingplayastherecordingofhimtalkingto

Zaneleatthehospitalplayed...

Samkelo:stilldon'tknowwhatimtalkingabout?

Kennedy:whatiswrongwithyou?Soyouarethe

onewhowasatthedoorthatday?

Samkelo:no,whatiswrongwithyousonofabitch!

Whatkindofamanareyou?

Kennedy:youdon'tknowwhoyouaremessingwith

lady

Samkelo:ohnoyoudon'tknowwhoyouare

messingwithKennedySeboko.Youaregoingto

stopwhatyouaretryingtodoifyouknowwhat's

goodforyou

Kennedy:(stoodupandscoffed)tellyouwhat

SamkeloDlomo,(leanedonherface)imgoingtobe

apartoftheJola'sliveswetheryoulikeornot,

wetheranyonelikesornotarewecrystal?

Samkelo:(stoodup)notwhileimstillbreathing

Kennedy:wecanalwaysmakeaplanforthat



Samkelo:justsoyouknowihavebeenaround

Zaneleallmylifesoifyouthinkimcutfroma

differentcloththenyouhaveanotherthingcoming

Kennedy:isthatathreat?

Samkelo:idon'tmakethreatsimakepromises.

Walkawaywhileyoustillcanicanguaranteeyoui

candoabetterjobthanZaneleandallthevillains

youknowcombinednotwhenitcomestomy

child'slegacy

Kennedy:ifyoucaredaboutitthatmuchyouwould

stepback

Samkelo:readmylipsOVERMYDEADBODY

Theylookedatoneanotherforaminutewithout

blinkingasKennedyclickedhistongueleaving...

Kennedy:onlyifyouknewwhatidotomyenemies

oranyonewhostandsinmyway

Samkelo:ohitendtofindout,bitch!



KennedyslammedthedoorwhileSamkeloclicked

hertongueandsatdown...

Samkelo:peoplewillmakeyouendupdothethings

youneverintendtodojustbecausetheydon'twant

tolistenandbackoff(shetookherphoneand

dialedanumber)hiisthisTshephangNdaba-

Williams?

MeanwhileinhiscarSbuslowlytookoffthe

earphoneswithhismouthhangingopeninshock...

Sbu:ZaneleJolakilledDumisaniJola,tookoverhis

companyandmarriedhisson?

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

^

^



^

^

^

.....
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InCourt...

Thejudgeorderedeveryonetositdownasheput

onhisglassesandlookedonthedocumentshe

had...

Judge:wemayproceed

ZinomadewaytothedockandsworeinasMgqobi

fixedhisgownstandingup...



Mgqobi:thankyouyourhonour.GoodmorningMs

Tombale

Zino:morningyourworship

Mgqobi:MsTombalewhatdoyouputinyourfood

hampers?

Zino:mostlybasicsandfruits

Mgqobi:anditissaidherethatthisyoungmandied

fromafruitthathadhydrogencyanideright

Zino:yesyourworship

Mgqobi:doyouperhapsknowaboutthispoison?

Zino:noyourworship

Mgqobi:doyouknowanyonewhoisascientists?

Zino:noyourworship

Mgqobi:dobyanychanceknowanyonewhodeals

withplants?

Zino:noyourworship

Mgqobi:thenhowonearthwouldyoubeabletoget

holdofthatkindofpoison?MyLordhydrogen



cyanideisapoisonthatisfoundinfruitpits.These

fruitsincludeapricots,cherries,peaches,pears,

plumsandprunes.Thefleshofthefruititselfisnot

toxic.Normally,thepresenceofcyanogenic

glycosidealoneisnotdangerous.However,when

kernelsarechewedcyanogenicglycosidecan

transformintohydrogencyanide-whichis

poisonoustohumans.MsTombalewhodidyou

buythesefruitsfrom?

Zino:oneofthemarketladiesintown

Mgqobi:doyouknowwheresheis?

Zino:noyourworshipevenwhenitrytocallhershe

can'tbereached(Pulengsmiled)

Mgqobi:thisisexactlywhatimtalkingaboutwheni

saytherearepeoplewhodon'twanttoseeyou

makeitinlife.ThiswomansawMsTombaledoing

agoodthingforthecommunityanditdidn'tsitwell

withher.Shesellsfruitsandvegetablessothat

meanssheknowspeoplewhoknowaboutthese

drugs.Ithankyou



HetookhisseatwhileZinosoftlysmiled...

Judge:ProsecutorNdaba

Puleng:(stoodup)thankyoumyLord.MsTombale

doyoupersonallyknowthiswoman?

Zino:yesyourworship

Puleng:ohreally?

Zino:yesyourworship

Puleng:howdoyouknowher?

Zino:ialwaysbuyfruitsandvegetablesfromher

becauseshesellsfreshones

Puleng:that'showyourrelationshipis

Zino:yesyourworship

Puleng:thenwhywouldshesellyoupoisonedfruits?

Zino:idon'tknow

Puleng:whatifthewholefamilydecidedtoeatthe

fruitbasket?

Zino:ihavenoanswertothat



Puleng:youaresureyouknowthiswomanright?

Zino:yesyourworship(Mgqobifrowned)

Puleng:okthen,myLordifthecourtpleasesiwould

liketocallforthMsKhozawhohappenstobethe

ladysheboughtfruitsfrom

Judge:youmay

PulengsteppedoutsidewhileZinoswalloweda

hugelump.Mgqobiheavedahugesighshakinghis

headwithhishandonhisheadasPulengandthe

marketladycamein.Shetookhertodockasshe

sworein...

Puleng:MsKhoza

Lady:yesyourworship

Puleng:doyouknowMsZinokuhleTombale?

Lady:iknowherasmycustomeryourworship

Puleng:notinapersonallevel?



Lady:noyourworship

Puleng:isshesomeoneyouwouldframefora

crime?

Lady:noyourworshipimjustapoorladywholives

outofthesalesshemakeseveryday

Puleng:ok.MsKhozahasMsTombaleever

threatnedyouconcerningthismatter?

Lady:yesyourworshipsheandhermantookmeto

anoldhouseandtorturedmesayingishould

retractmystatementorelseiwillloseeverything

includingmylife

Zino:Lies!Thiswitchislying!

Judge:(hitthegavel)settledownMsTombale,

settledown!

Puleng:MsKhozafromtherewhathappened?

Lady:theysaidishouldgoawayafterretractingmy

statement

Puleng:didyouconsiderit?

Lady:yesbutthecolonelmademeseethe



importanceofmakingsurethatcriminalslikeMs

Tombalegetlockedup

Puleng:thatwouldbeallmyLordithankyou

Judge:dowehaveanyothertestimoniesor

statements?

Puleng:noyourhonour

Mgqobi:noyourhonour

Judge:okifthat'ssothecourtwillcommunicate

thedatesoftheverdicttotherepresentatives.Court

isadjourned(hitthegavel)

Officer:allrise!

Theyallgotupontheirfeetashemadehisway

out...

Zino:thisisnotgood

Mgqobi:imgladyounoticed.Youshouldn'thave

takenherZino



Zino:whatcouldihavedonewhenshewastalking

tothepolice

Mgqobi:justleaveheralone.Wewouldbestanding

thefactthatpeoplewanttoseeyoudown.That's

defamation

Zino:soimgoingdown?

Mgqobi:wefoughtthat'sallicansaybutwiththis

woman'sstatementimnotsosureyouneverknow

Zino:(sighed)icannotimaginemyselfasaprisoner

Mgqobi:comelet'sgoyourbailhearingisinafew

minutes

Zino:eishihopeigetit

Theywentoutsideescortedbythepolice.

AttheJola's...

SbuheardSamkelocomingdownthestairsand



wenttoputhisdishinthezinc.Hewipedhismouth

andwalkedoutbumpingintoSamkelo...

Samkelo:morning

Sbu:hiihavesomethingtoattendtoatworkplease

excuseme

Samkelo:youareonpaternityleaveSbuandyou

havesomeoneholdingthefortforyou

Sbu:buttheemergencyneedsme

Samkelo:iseverythingokSbu?

Sbu:yes,why?

Samkelo:becauseyoucamelatelastnightandyou

wokeupsuperearlynowyoutellmeyouare

rushingtoworkwhilewearingshortsreally?

Sbu:(lookeddownandclearedhisthroat)ohididn't

realiseletmegochange

Samkelo:stoplyingSbuwhatisit?

Sbu:lying?Me,lie?Ohwow



Samkelo:Sbuwhatisit?

Sbu:ifeellikeidon'tknowyou

Samkelo:(frownedconfused)what?

Sbu:istheresomethingyouarenottellingme

Samkelo?

Samkelo:there'snothing

Sbu:ohreally?

Samkelo:yesSbu

Sbu:seeyouaretheonelying

Samkelo:aboutwhatbathong?

Sbu:soyouknowthatZanelekilledBongani's

fatherandmarriedBongani?

Samkelofrozewithhereyeswidenedand

swallowedahugedrylump...

Sbu:yesornoSamkelo

Samkelo:canwepleasesitdown



Sbu:noimnotsittinginfactidon'twanttobe

anywherenearyou

Samkelo:babeicanexplainplease

Sbu:iseeyouandZanelearecutfromthesame

cloth.Howdoyouexpectmetobearoundmy

friendwhileiknowwhathappened?Imeanhowdid

ZanelegettorunLeetruckingthisgoodbehind

closeddoorsfor20years?

Samkelo:Sbuweallmakemistakesinlife

Sbu:(scoffed)mistake?That'sonehellofamistake

pleaseexcuseme

Samkelo:babewherearegoing?

Sbu:somewherefarfromyou.Ifeelbetrayed

Samkelo:babepleaselisten(hetookhiscarkeys)

lovepleasedon'tdothis

Sbu:(turnedbythedoor)don'teventrytolookfor

me

Samkelo:areyougoingtotellhim?

Sbu:ivaluemyfriendshipwithBonganiwewere



friendsbeforethetwoofyoucameintoourlivesso

evenmarriagewon'tgetbetweenourfriendship.

That'sallimgoingtosay

HeopenedandslammedthedoorasSamkelo

swallowed...

Samkelo:shit!Zanelewhymanwhy!

ShegruntedscratchingherheadasSisandawoke

upcrying.

Backincourt...

ZinoandBonganisatbehindMgqobiwhilePuleng

satwithConstableXaba...

Officer:allrise!



Theydidasthejudgemadeherwayinandtookher

seat...

Judge:youmaybeseated.

Baillif:bailhearingforMrBonganiJolaandMs

ZinokuhleTombale.Itisbelievedthatthesetwo

keptcrucialinformationfromthepolice

Judge:thankyou.Defenceplease

Mgqobi:thankyoumylady.Myladymyclientshere

areaccusedofkeepingcrucialinformationfromthe

police.Yestheydidbecausewhy?Weknowhow

theserviceofourpoliceis,secondlytheyareboth

informationtechnologistsandtheotheraPIaswell

sotheywerebasicallydoingtheirjob.Itiswell

knownthatifofficerscan'tdotheirjobtheygetPI's

tohelpthemisn'tit?Somyladyisaymyclientsbe

givenbailbecauseMrJolaisafirsttimeoffender

andhasnocriminalrecordandMsTombale

becauseshehasn'tbeenprovenguiltyofanyofthe

crimesshehasbeenaccusedof.Ithankyou



Judge:thankyou.Ndaba

Puleng:thankyoumyLady.MyLadylet'sstartoff

withMsTombalethiswomanhasbeeninandout

ofjail.Secondlytheykeptthisinformationfromthe

policebecausetheyknewtheyweregoingtobust

themselvesbybeinginvolvedwithadrugdealeras

wehaveitingoodauthoritythattheirsonwasa

newdrugdealerintown.Theyknewthatifthe

policegottothebottomofthistheyweregoingto

findallthecrimesZaneleJolacommitted.Myladyi

saytheyshouldn'tbegivenbailbecausetheyare

alsoaflightrisk.Ithankyou

Judge:thankMrsNdaba.Courtwillgoona30

minutesrecesstheniwillpassmyverdict.(Hitthe

gavel)

Officer:allrise!

TheydidasZinoandBonganisighed...

Bongani:ithinkweshouldjustacceptfateguyswe



aregone

Mgqobi:it'satoughonelet'shopeforamiracle

Zino:yeahneh

Theysighedgoingoutescortedbythepolice.

AtMandla'shotel...

HetriedtocallLindiwebutherphonewasstillnot

goingthroughashesighedandsatback.Thedoor

openedashefrownedbutsmiledseeingLindiwe...

Mandla:thankgoodnessithoughtyouweregone

forgood

Hetriedtohugherbutshepushedheraway...

Mandla:babecomeon



Lindiwe:washetellingthetruth?

Mandla:who?

Lindiwe:yourson

Mandla:about?

Lindiwe:youdatingyourbestfriend'sdaughterand

herdying?

Mandla:(swallowed)yes

Lindiwe:andthatshewas19?

Mandla:yesbutbabeitdoesn'tmeanitwould

happentoyoucomeonnow

Lindiwe:howdidshedie?(Mandlakeptquiet)

pleaseanswermyquestion

Mandla:myexwifekilledher

Lindiwe:(scoffed)saywhatnow?

Mandla:butitsallinthepastnowthere'snoway

shecangettoyouletalonekillyou

Lindiwe:wearetalkingaboutsomeonewhotalksto

hersonMandlawhatifshe'stheonewhosenthim



toberudetome?

Mandla:don'tworryloveiwillmakesuretogetto

thebottomofit

Lindiwe:whilesheandhersonplotagainstme.Im

sorrybutican'tdothisanymore

Mandla:noLindiwepleasedon'tsaythat

Lindiwe:idon'twanttobeastatisticMandlarather

savemyselfnowthanpokethedevilinhisbums

Mandla:Lindiweimhereforyoutrustmewheni

sayiwon'tletanythingharmyou

Lindiwe:youarenotcertainaboutthatsoplease

whateverweweretryingisover

Mandla:Lindzcomeon

Lindiwe:(stoodup)byeyouareawonderfulman

butyourbaggageistoohugeican't(shewalkedout)

Mandla:babe,Lindz,Lindiwe,love

Sheclosedthedoorbehindherashesighedsitting

backandrubbedhisface...



Mandla:Dianne,DianneDianne.Evenbehindbars

youaremakingmylifedifficult.Why?

InPrison...

AlexmadehiswayinwithhisteacherasDianne

smiledseeingthem...

Dianne:thankyousomuch

Lady:shouldthisbeknowniwouldlosemyjob

Dianne:he'smychildandhasalltherightstosee

mewheneverhewants

Lady:mhem.Iwillbebackforyouinabitok

Alex:yesma'am(sheleft)

Dianne:sohowdiditgo?

Alex:shedidn'tevenspenttwominutesinthe

house



Dianne:that'swhyiloveyousomuch.Ifmomcan't

havedaddynoonewillright?

Alex:ohyes

Dianne:goodboy.Evenifshecomesbackmake

suretogiveanicecoldshoulderok

Alex:igotthatmom

Dianne:andifyourdadthreatensyoutellhimthat

youwillgotoachildren'shomeandtellthemthat

he'sneglectingyou

Alex:iwillmama.

Dianne:goodboy

Shesmiledsittingbackastheycontinuedtocatch

uponotherthings.

Backincourt...

Theyalltooktheirseatsasthejudgeputonher



glasses...

Judge:mayipleasehaveZinokuhleTombaleup

please(shestoodup)MsTombalethecourthas

lookedintoyouandwhatthestaterepresentative

statedandwiththatsaidwebelieveyouarea

dangertothecommunityandwillcontinuedoing

thesecrimesifnotreprimanded.Thusweseeitfit

todenyyouthisbail.MsTombaleyouwillawait

yourtrailbehindbars.Youmaybeseated(she

sighedandtookherseat)mayipleasehaveMr

BonganiJolaonhisfeetplease(hestoodup)Mr

Jolathecourthaslookedinyourcaseandyour

backgroundandwewouldlovetothinkthisordeal

hastaughtyoualessonright?

Bongani:yesyourhonour

Judge:good.Webelievethatyesyoumayhavenot

takentheinfromationtothepolicebutyouwere

doingyourjobtooandnoneofusknowsifyou

wouldhavegonetothepoliceornot.Withthatsaid

MrJolayouhavebeengrantedbailandexpectedto



payR70000.00within10workingdays.Thebail

conditionsarethat,yourpassportwillbe

confiscatedandyouwillnotbeallowedtotravelout

ofthecountrynortheprovinceareweclear

Bongani:yesyourhonour

Judge:thatwillbeall.Thankyou

Shehitthegavelasanofficerorderedeveryoneto

standupontheirfeet...

Bongani:imsosorryZee

Zino:(sighed)itsokiguessihavetofacethemusic

Bongani:pleasebesafeinthere

Zino:iwilltrybecauseaslongasMandla'swifeis

intheremysafetyisnotguranteed

Bongani:thenfightbackdonotletanyonebullyyou

ok

Zino:yeah.Thanksandtakecareheyseeyousoon



Bongani:sure.Youtootakecare

TheyhuggedasprisonofficialsescortedZinooutin

chainsbothonherarmsandlegswhileMgqobileft

withBongani.

AlongtheroadheadingbacktothestationXaba's

phonereportedatextmessageasheopeneditand

readitwithafrownonhisface...

"Thesampleyouhavegiventheforensiclab

matcheswithoneontherock.Sotheresultsare

positiveitisSemakalengLekhori'sblood.Thehard

copyoftheresultswillbepostedtoyouroffice.

Heswallowedandthrewthephoneonthe

passengerseat.Hefeltasiftheworldwasspinning

asheparkedonthesideoftheroadandgotoff...



Xaba:whatthehell?SoZinokilledSemakaleng?But

why?WhyZino,why!?

Hesaidkickingthetyreandscratchedhishead.He

leaneddownholdinghiskneesandheavedahuge

sigh.Meanwhileatthehospitalanursecarefully

lookedatZanele'seyeballsrollingunderhereyelids.

Shecheckedthevitalorganmonitorandeverything

wasnormal.ShecontinuedtolookonasZanele's

leftfingermovedandsheopenedhereyes...

Nurse:welcometothelandofthelivingmydear.

Stayputimgoingtogetadoctorforyou

ThenurseleftsmilingwhileZanele'seyeswondered

whereshewas.Shetriedtomoveherrightfootand

handbutcouldn'tasshefrownedwonderingwhat

couldbehappening.

^

^



^

^

^

.....
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Atthehospital...

Thedoctorcamerunningwiththenursecoming

behindandfoundZaneletryingtomove...

Dr:relaxMrsJolayouaresafeyouareinahospital

Zanele:....inaudible....

Dr:don'ttrytospeakma'amiwilltellyouwhatthe

matteriswithyoujustnow

Zanele:....inaudible....



Dr:pleasecallherhusbandand(whispered)the

police

Nurse:okDoctor(sheranoff)

Dr:weareheretomakesureyouaregoodok

pleasecalmdown

Zanele:....inaudible....

Dr:okican'tmakesenseofwhatyouaretryingto

saybutwhaticantellyounowisthatyousuffered

astrokeandaheartfailurewhenyougothere.Your

rightsideisnotworking(Zanelefrowned)imso

sorryanditisnormaltohaveanimpairedspeech

soifyoucoulddomeafavourofnotspeakingit

woulddothebothofusgood

Shekeptquietandblinkedwhilethedoctorchecked

herupwaitingonthenurse.

AtMolao'shouse...



Molao:comein

Xaba:gooddaycolonelihopeimnotdisturbingyou

Molao:notallhowarethingsatwork?

Xaba:itshavoctherethecommissionerisjust

somethingelsebutthat'snotwhyimhere

Molao:okwhat'sup?

Xaba:theresultsfromtheforensicscameback

Molao:and?

Xaba:itsmybabymomma'sblood

Molao:sohaveyouaskedherwheresheputthe

body?Yourwomanissomethingelseyouknow

Xaba:iknowright.Noihaven'timstillinshocki

don'twanttogointherewithmyemotionsalloveri

mightendupsayingwrongthings

Molao:okiunderstandbutthesooneryoudealwith

thisthebetter

Xaba:yeahandmysontoldmeyesterdaythathe

droppedthecurtainandsawsomethingthatlooked

likefeetgoinginadustbinandthenZinoclosedit



Molao:thenwearecertainit'sherachildJason's

ageneverlies

Xaba:mypointexactlybutwhywouldshekillher?

Molao:theyaretheonlyoneswhocanclarifythat

Xaba:Jasonalsosaidtheywerearguingabout

somethinghewasfocusedonthetvsohecouldn't

gettheconversation

Molao:youhaveenoughproofsofollowit.Imsorry

imnottheretohelp

Xaba:itsokiwillalwayscometoyouforhelp

Molao:iwillgiveyouourPI'snumbersothatshe

traceshercarandphone

Xaba:iwouldappreciatethat.Whenareyoucoming

towork?

Molao:imwaitingonyourbossestoletmeknow

Xaba:isittruethough

Molao:noitsnot.YouknowthatDetectiveLerato

deservedthatpositiontheonlytruthinallthisisher

results.Shetoldmewhyshefabricatedthemand



thenisuspendedhersothatshecanrewritethe

modulesshefailed

Xaba:whendidyoufindoutcolonel?

Molao:adaybeforethecommissionercame

Xaba:ohokanywaynomatterwhatjustknowthat

youhavemysupportandyouwillforeverbemy

colonel

Molao:that'skindofyou.Iwilldefinitelyremember

thatnowgooutthereandclosethosecases.Oh,

onemorefavourplease

Xaba:yes?

Molao:pleasekeepaneyeonthecommissioneri

believehe'sworkingwithsomeonewhowantsto

getridofusfromthestation

Xaba:iwilldetectiveidefinitelywill

Molao:thankyou

Xaba:sure.Letmegotothestation

Molaotookhimoutashegotinhiscaranddrove



off.

InCourt...

Everyonestoodontheirfeetasthejudgemadehis

wayinandorderedthemtotaketheirseats...

Bailiff:myLordacaseofmurderbetweenMr

ThembaZuluandthestateoverthemurderofMs

ThandiweButheleziwhowasaCFOinLeeTrucking

companybeforeitbecameZulu'sTrucking

Judge:thankyou.MrZuludoyouhavea

representative?

Zulu:noyourhonour

Judge:why?

Zulu:becauseheditchedmelastminute

Judge:ohokjustsoyouknowthat'snotgoingto

stopproceedingsok



Zulu:yesyourhonour

Judge:willyouberepresentingyourselforshould

wegetyouastatelawyer?

Zulu:imokyourhonour

Judge:okMrZuluhowdoyoupleadtothecrime?

Zulu:notguilty

Judge:ok.Imawareoneofthetestimonialsisstill

inhospital?

Puleng:yesMyLordshe'sstillinhospitalwas

attackedbypeopleinaclubandwecan'thelpitbut

tothink(turnedtoZulu)thatMrZuluhassomething

todowithitbutanywayit'snotprovenyetthe

policeforceisstilllookingfortheculprits

Judge:ohok.Soyouwon'tneedthelady's

testimonytoday?

Puleng:noyourhonouribelieveitwillbeneeded

tomorrowandshewillbedischargedbythen

Judge:okthanksMrsNdaba.MrZulumakeyour

waytothedockandswearin



Hedidasthebailiffcamewithabibleandheraised

hislefthandwithhisrightoneonthebible...

Bailiff:iThembaZulusweartotellthetruth,onlythe

truthandnothingbutthetruth.SohelpmeGod

Zulu:ido

Judge:ProsecutorNdabapleasecarryon

Puleng:thankyouyourhonour.MrZuluwherewere

youthedayMsThandiwehadanaccident?

Zulu:iwasonahospitalbedyourworship

recoveringfromanaccidentaswell

Puleng:ohok.Whereyouallowedtouseaphonein

there?

Zulu:yesyourworship

Puleng:wouldyourememberthepeopleyoucalled

onthatday?

Zulu:idon'tyourworship



Puleng:(tookoutapicture)mayitbeoneofthese

menMrZulu?

Zulu:(sniffed)idon'tevenknowthemanyour

worship

Puleng:thenhowcomethisisthesamemanwho

attackedthewomanyouareabouttodivorce'schild

andtheownerofthenumberwefoundinyour

phone?

Zulu:idon'tknowyourworshipnowadayspeople

masterthesetechnologythings

Puleng:ohreally?MyLordiwouldliketopresent

thispictureandthecellphonerecordofMrZulu.

Woulditbeacoincidencethathespoketohimthen

afterthatMsButhelezipassedoninafatalaccident?

Noidon'tthinkitasacoincidencethismankilled

MsButheleziandhedidthatbysendingthatmanto

fiddlewiththebrakesofhercar.Ihaveproofthat

thebrakeswerefiddledwith.Theywerecut

Judge:youmayproceed

Puleng:thankyou.MrZuluhowdoyouknowMs

NombuleloJola?



Zulu:she'sadaughtertothewomanimarried

recently

Puleng:MsJolawasoutofajobforawhileright?

Zulu:yesyourworship

Puleng:soyougotridofMsButheleziand

appointedherimmediately

Zulu:ididn'tgetridofMsButheleziyourworship

butiappointedMsJolaasCFObecausethe

companywouldn'trunwithoutone

Puleng:MrZuludidyouthreatenMsJola?

Zulu:noyourworship

Puleng:areyousureMrZulu?

Zulu:hundredpercentsure

Puleng:okthenwewillleaveitlikethatuntil

tomorrowwhenMsJolacomesontothestand.

ThankyouMyLord

Judge:courtwillresumetomorrow



HehitthegavelastheyallstoodwhileZulusat

thereshakinghishead...

Zulu:youbecomeloyaltoapersonbutwhenit's

theirturntoreturnthefavourtheydon'tpullup.

Mxm

Hesaidstandingupastheprisonofficialsescorted

himtothecar.

InPrison...

WithotherprisonersZinostoodinalineinher

underneathclothingonly.Shetookhernewblue

correctionalservicesclothingandwasshown

wheretogochange.Itwaspantswithamatching

jacketandrubberclocks...

Guard:lookingallcleanmyladylet'sgotoyournew



home

Zinosighedandfollowedtheguardastheother

ladieswhistledforthenewinmates...

Inmate1:bringthatfreshdreadlocksoneoverhere

Inmate2:iwanttheonewithdreadsstophindering

usfreshpu$$y

Guard:youtwoshutup

Thewhistlingandaskingfornewinmates

continuedasZinowasthelastonetobeputina

cell...

Guard:allthebestmeiskaat

ShesmiledleavingasZinosighedandturned

aroundtoaladysmoking...



Zino:hiimZinokuhleTombale.Iguesssinceim

newishouldtakethetopbunk

DianneturnedasZino'sheartskippedabeat...

Dianne:helloagain

Zino:okwhatsickgamearethesepeopletryingto

play.Hey!Comeandgetmeoutofhere!Hey!

Dianne:it'ssignedanddeliveredmylovethisis

yournewhome.(Smiled)iknewthisdaywould

comeadaywhereimincellwithoneoftheJola's

whatdoesyoursisterliketosayagain?Oh,

"welcometomyabode"(laughed)soyouare

welcomemylove

Zino:youwouldknowbetterthantomesswithme

Dianne:ohyeah?Wowthisgoingtobefun.Thetop

bunkisyoursmydear



ShetriedtotouchZino'sdreadsbutsheshovedher

handaway...

Dianne:ohwowimlovingthisalready

Zino:mxm

Shesaidmakingherbedandclimbedontop.

AttheJola's...

Mgqobiparkedthecarinfrontofthegateanddrove

offaftertheguardsopenedforBongani.He

frownedseeingSamkelo'scarinthedrivewayand

headedin...

Bongani:knockknock

Samkelo:ohhi,youareback?

Bongani:yeah.IgotbailunfortunatelyZinodidn't



Samkelo:why?

Bongani:becauseshe'snotnewintheoffenderlist

Samkelo:awwshamethat'ssad

Bongani:thedoctorscalledandtoldmethatZanele

isawake

Samkelo:(smiled)areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Bongani:buttheysayicanonlycomeseeher

tomorrow

Samkelo:ohok

Bongani:sowhyareyouguyshere

Samkelo:wejustdecidedtocomewatchoverthe

housewhiley'allarestilloutthere.

Bongani:whataboutyours?

Samkelo:mysisterandSbu'sbrotherarethere

Bongani:ohok.Thankyousomuch

Samkelo:it'snotaproblem

Bongani:where'sSbu?

Samkelo:heleftithoughtmaybehewasgoingto



attendthebailhearing

Bongani:nohedidn'tcome

Samkelo:andhehasn'tspokentoyou?

Bongani:nope

Samkelo:ohok

Bongani:hetoldmeaboutKennedythoughand

saidyouhadaplanforhim

Samkelo:yeahijustwanttomakesureheleaves

thecountryandnevercomesback.Imeanwhich

normalpersondesirestomarryamarriedcouple

Bongani:butidon'tunderstandwhyhewouldgoto

suchanextendforustoagreetohisstupidity

Samkelo:imstunnedaswell

Bongani:doeshehaveanythingonZanelethough

becauseiknowZaneleshewouldneveragreetoit

Samkelo:nohedoesn't

Bongani:oklet'shopeshedoesn'tagree

Samkelo:yeahhey.Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?



Bongani:justwhipsomethingformewhileishower

Samkelo:noproblemanddon'tworrywedidn't

sleepinthemainbedroom

TheylaughedasBonganiwentupwhileSamkelo

triedtocallherhusbandbuthisphonedidnotgo

through...

Samkelo:dammitSbuwhereareyou?

ShesaidgoingtothekitchensendingSbuavoice

message.

AtNdabaAttorneys...

Tshephangknockedonhersister'sofficedoorand

openedsmiling...



Bontle:ohheysis

Tshephang:heyboohowareyoudoing?

Bontle:goodandyoumypreggie

Tshephang:imgoodloveandimfromascanright

now

Bontle:and?

Tshephangsmiledtakingoutaphotoandgaveitto

herasshelookedincloselyandwidenedhereyes...

Bontle:arethese...

Tshephang:twinsyes

Bontle:ohmywordcongratulationssis

Theyhuggedjumpingandletgoofoneanotheras

BontlekissedTshephang's3monthsoldstomach...

Bontle:ohwowthisisamazing



Tshephang:thankyoubabes.Itstimeyouhadyour

ownkidsBhowoldarewe?

Bontle:herewegoagain.Whydoyouandmom

insistonpesteringmewiththisissue?Idon'twant

achildnow

Tshephang:why?

Bontle:youknowthatihavetointeractwithaman

Tshephang:lovewehaveoutlivedthatsituation

tlhemma

Bontle:iknowbutitstilltauntsmeevennow.What

ifheliessayinghewantsarelationshipandthen

runsoffonceitellhimimpregnant?

Tshephang:yourproblemisthatyouthinktoo

much.Imeanyouguyshaveallthecutesinglemen

inthisofficeandyoutellmeyoucan'tscoreone.

Wecanevenbetoneofthemisdyingtopersue

yourbecauseyouaretheboss'schild

Bontle:youseethat'sbeingselfish.Iwantgenuine

lovesis

Tshephang:whileyouarenotlooking?Wheredo



youthinkyouwillfindit?

Bontle:canwepleasetalkaboutsomethingelse

Tshephang:aslongasyoupromiseyouwillstart

looking

Bontle:yesma'amiwillstartlooking

Tshephang:goodourchildrenaresupppsedtoplay

togetherman

Bontle:yesma'amihearyou

Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchup.

InPrison...

Zuluwenttothephoneboothandpunchedin

Cherel'snumber...

Cherel:Cherelhello?

Zulu:hiyouarespeakingtoZulupleasedon'thang



up

Cherel:whyshouldiafterallyoudid?Howcould

youZulu.WhenMsMatjikizawasrunningthis

companywedidn'tgetscandalslikethisone.We

arelosingoutZulupeoplearepullingtheircontracts

Zulu:iknowandthat'swhyicalledyoutohelp

Cherel:withwhatZulu?

Zulu:myaccountshavebeenfrozenandican'tpay

mylawyersoineedyoutopayhimiwillpayyouas

soonastheaccountsareopenagain

Cherel:howsurearewethatyouaregoingtocome

out?

Zulu:trustmepleaseBrianisaverygoodlawyer.

Imdoingthisforeveryoneplease

Cherel:(sighed)howmuchdoyouneed?

Zulu:R85K

Cherel:that'salotofmoneyZulu

Zulu:iknowbutpleaserememberthisisgoingto

benefiteveryone.Iwillgiveyou5percentofmy



sharesthen

Cherel:okokiwillseewhattodobutimnot

promising

Zulu:thankyousomuch

Cherelhungupandshookherheadcallingher

banker.

AtthePoliceStation...

XabasatinfrontofthemanNombulelodescribed

whilehesatbackwithastraightfaceon...

Xaba:areyougoingtotalkorwearegoingtohave

toforcethewordsoutofyourmouth

Man:ihavenothingto...

Xabachargedalazerasheswallowedlookingatit...



Man:whatareyougoingtodowiththat?

Xaba:takethetruthoutofyourfilthymouth

Hechargedhimashescreamedshakingonhis

chair...

Xaba:whosentyou!?

Man:noone!

Xaba:(chargedhimagain)isaidwhosentyouto

attackthoseladies!

Man:Zulu,itwasThembaZulu(Xabastopped)

dammitmanyeses

Xaba:whywouldhesendyoutoattackhisexwife

tobe'sdaughters?

Man:hewantedtoteachthemalessonafterthey

hadhimarrested

Xaba:good.Officertakehimtohiscell



Man:butijust...ican'tgo...

Xaba:hambandoda!

Theofficerpushedhimouttakinghimtohiscell

whileXabaclickedhistonguegoingtohisoffice.

MeanwhileatK-zoneclubSbuorderedanother

glassofwhiskey...

Waiter:sirithinkyouhavehadenoughnow

Sbu:whatareyou?Analcoholmeasuringglassfor

SbusisoDlomo?

Waiter:howareyougoingtogetoutofherelooking

likethiscomeonMrDlomo

Sbu:ohsoyoudon'twantmymoney?Callyour

boss,ineedtotellhimthatyouaredenyinghima

chanceofmakingmoneyoutofSbudah

Helaughedthrowinghimselfbackonthecouch

whilethewaiterwenttotheback...



Sbu:youhavedrankenough,youhavedrank

enoughbullshitman.Wehaveproblemssoweare

usingthealcoholtodrownoursorrows

Kennedy:MrDlomo

Sbu:(lookedupandscoffed)yeahnehthedevilin

hisflesh

Kennedy:canwepleasenotdothishereMrDlomo

letmetakeyouhome

Sbu:sothatyoucanfinishmeoff?Imaybedrunk

butimnotanidiot

Kennedy:MrDlomodon'tmakemegetsecurity

throwyououtplease

Sbu:theyshouldstartwithyoubecauseyouapiece

trash.Afuckingcreepyhoethat'swhatyouare.

Whowantstomarrya...

Kennedy:MrDlomoyouscaringmycustomersnow

andyouknowtherightsofadmissionarereserved

heresostopdoingwhatyouaretryingtodo

Sbu:rightsofadmissionmyfoot.Howcouldyou?



Kennedy:okithinkaredonehere.Myguyplease

callsecurityforme

Sbu:youwanttomarrysomeoneafterlyingtothem

whileyoucallyourselftheirfriend.Whatajoke(he

laughedandgagged)

Kennedy:youseenowyouaregoingtostart

vomiting

Sbu:imgettingridofshityesandI'mgoingtoget

ridofitonyou...

HesaidsplashingvomitingonKennedy'storso

whilepeoplelookedondisgustedsometaking

videoswhilethewaitercamewithguards...

Kennedy:siesman!Guysthrowhimout!

Theygrabbedhimbyhisarmsanddraggedhimout

whilehetriedtofightthem...



Sbu:youarenotgoingtogetawaywiththistrust

me!Sonofabitch!

Kennedyshookhisheadandwenttohisoffice

takingoffhisshirt.

AtMolao'shouse...

Helaidonhiscouchdeepinthoughtswhilegoing

throughhisphone.Leratowasalsobusyinthe

kitchenmakinglunchquietaswell.Mandlathen

clickedhistongueanddialedAnne...

Anne:MrMolao

Molao:hihowareyouMsVanLeesburg?

Anne:imgood.Whatcanidoforyou?

Molao:MsSebokoandihavebeensuspended

Anne:why?



Molao:becauseshefabricatedherresultsbuti

suspendedherandaskedhertogorewritenowthe

commissionersaysididallthatbecauseshe'smy

girlfriendandthatigaveherapromotionwhileshe

hadlittleexperincebuttotellthetruthMsSeboko

worksharderthanalltheofficersatthatstation.

Shedeservesthisposition

Anne:ohoksowhatshouldido?

Molao:wesuspectthisisthepersonwho

blackmailedhertogetridoftheJola'scases.We

believehewenttothecommissionerandtoldhim

sothaticouldbesuspendedaswell

Anne:youknowthisperson?

Molao:yeahhe'shersisterhisnameisKennedy

Sebokohe'sachildhoodfriendofBonganiJola.So

wewantyoutolookintothecommissionerandsee

whatisitthathehasonthecommissioner

Anne:ohokiwilldothat

Molao:thankyou(theyhungupashelookedupat

Lerato)imsorrybutijusthadtodoit



Lerato:it'sokiunderstand.Kennedywasreadyto

endmycareer,hisownfleshandbloodsisterfor

what?Strangerswhoareknowncriminalshellno.If

hewantsafighttheniwillgivehimone.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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InPrison...

Mandlatappedhisfingersonthetablelooking

aroundwhilewaitingforDiannewhocameoutin

herblueuniform.Shescoffedandpulledoutachair



asMandlasatbackwithhislipscurved...

Dianne:whatalovelysurprise

Mandla:whatareyoutryingtodo?

Dianne:idon'tunderstand

Mandla:whyareyoudoingwhatyouaredoingto

Alex?

Dianne:ihaven'tdoneanythingtoAlexwhywould

youthinkofsuchaboutme?

Mandla:Alexwasrudetomyvisitortheotherday

andhetoldmehehasbeentalkingtoyou

Dianne:iminothismother?Andagainisita

problemifhewantstolookoutforhisfather?

Mandla:lookDianneyoucandoitallbutdonot

comeatmylovelifelikethatplease.Stopturning

mychildintosomethinghe'snot

Dianne:yourchild?Idon'trememberseeingyou

carryingachildMandla

Mandla:youforgetihavefullcustodyofthischildi



willtakeyoutocourtDianneandagainhowdoeshe

seeyouwhenhe'saminor?Iknowprisonofficials

wouldneverallowhimtocomeinherewithoutan

elder

Dianne:that'snoneofyourbusinessandagainim

notgoingtobethreatenedbysomepapers.Alexis

mychild,achildicarriedfulltermhe'snotadopted.

Mandla:wellthatpieceofpapershouldscareyou

becauseitwouldmakesureyounevercomeoutof

here

Dianne:imnotgoingtoallowyoutobringloose

bitchesaroundmyson

Mandla:thathasnothingtodowithyoujustfocus

onbeingaprisoner.Ifyouweren'tthispersonyou

wouldbeouttherelivingyourownlifeandnowyou

arecontinuingtodothesamethingwhilebehind

bars.ImnotgoingtoletyoupoisonmysonDianne

Dianne:youcan'tkeephimawayfrommeaswell

becauseifhewantstoseemehewillseeme

whetheryouaretheonebringinghimornot

Mandla:imgoingfindthatpersonwhocomeswith



himhereandmakethebothofyoupay

Dianne:goodluckwiththat

Mandla:youwillneverchangesies

Dianne:haveyoueverseenaleopardchangeit's

spots?

Mandla:(stoodup)youaregoingtoburninhell

Dianne:iwillberightbehindyousweetheart

Mandlacurvedhislipsandclickedhistongue

leavingwhileDiannescoffedsittingback...

Dianne:ifican'thaveyounoonewillthat'sjustthat

onthat.

Incourt...

Everyonestoodupasthejudgemadehiswayin...



Judge:youmaybeseated

Bailiff:myLordadivorcecasebetweenMrThemba

ZuluandMrsNomayezaZulu

Judge:thankyou.MrZuluwhereisyour

representative?

Zulu:myLordi...

Brian:(wentin)imheremyLordsorryforbeinglate

(Zulusmiled)

Judge:letitbethelasttime

Brian:crystalmyLord

Judge:okwemayproceed.ProsecutorMgqobi

Mgqobi:(stoodup)thankyouyourhonour.MyLord

thisisaclearsimplecase.Allthatthiswoman

wantsistopartwayswiththismanbecauseshe

realisedthathe'snotwhatheseemedtobebefore

theygotmarried.MrThembaZuluwasacaringand

lovingboyfriendtoMrsZulu.Hedideverythingfor

MrsZuluwhateversheorherchildrenneededhe

wasthere.Ishouldsayhewasapresentfather

figuretothefamily.Letmealsostressoutapoint



thatMrZuluwasaveryclosefriendtothedeparted

husbandtoMrsZuluwhowasDumisaniJola.Did

heenvythelifeMrJolalived?That'sonlyknownto

himbutthenwhywouldhemarryMrsNomayeza

Zuluinthenameofgettingthebusinessback?The

businessimtalkingaboutisZulutruckingwhich

wasownedbyMrDumisaniJolawithThembaZulu

asoneoftheshareholders.MyLorditisclearthat

MrThembaZulujustwantedtohavehishandson

thecontrollingsharesthushemarriedNomayezain

thenameofgettingthebusinessback.Notevena

weekpassesbythenawomanarrivesatMrs

NomayezaZulu'sdoorstepclaimingtobeMr

ThembaZulu'sfirstwifebutbeforethathappened

MrThembaZuluforcedMrsNomayezaZuluand

herchildrentoselltheirhouseonlytohavehis

friendtobuyitwhobynowisaCOOatZulu

truckingthisclearlyshowsMrZuluwasona

missionwhichwastogeteverythingthatMrsJola

ownedintohishands.AfterallthishappenedMrs

Zulucouldnotstayinapolygamousmarriage

becauseshedoesn'tbelieveinitandagainthefact

thatMrZulunevertoldheraboutthiswomanthrew



heroffcompletelythuswhyshedecidedtofilefor

divorce.MyLordallthiswomanisaskingfromthis

manishalfofthethingsheownsastheywere

marriedincommunityofproperty.Ithankyou

Judge:thankyouprosecutorMgqobi.Advocate

Brian

Brian:thankyoumyLord.Ihavetwoquestionsonly

forMrsZulu

Judge:goahead

Brian:MrsZuludidyoueveraskMrZuluifhehada

wifeandchildrenoutsideyourrelationship?

Nomayeza:noyourworship

Brian:howlongwereyouwithhim?

Nomayeza:10years

Brian:MrsZuluclearlyyouknowZulu'sbelievein

polygamyright?

Nomayeza:yes

Brian:thenwhydidyounotaskhim?

Nomayeza:itwashisplacetotellmenotmetoask



him.Ifyougenuinelywanttobewithsomeoneyou

tellthemeverythingaboutyourselfyourworship.

YesiknowinZuluculturetheypractisepolygamy

buthehadonejobthatwastobeopenandhonest

withmeabouthisfirstwifeandchildren

Brian:wouldyouhaveagreed?

Nomayeza:no

Brian:pleasebehonestwiththecourtMrsZulu.

WhyaredivorcingMrZulu?

Nomayeza:heliedtomeandmyfamilyandican't

beinapolygamousmarriage

Brian:doyoustilllovehim?

Nomayeza:no

Brian:idon'tthinkyouarebeingentirelyhonest

withthecourt.YouaredivorcingMrZulubecause

youwanttogetbackathimforowningthetrucking

company

Nomayeza:no

Brian:yes



Nomayeza:no

Brian:imnotgoingtoarguewithyou.Mylordthis

womandeservesnothingfromthisman.Heasked

hertoforgivehimfornottellingheraboutthefirst

wifesomyLordipleadwiththecourttorulein

favourofMrThembaZulu.Ithankyou

Judge:thankyouadvocateBrian.Courtwillresume

tomorrowasiwillbepassingthe...

Mgqobi:onemorethingmyLord

Judge:whatisitprosecutorMgqobi?

Mgqobi:iwouldliketoletthecourtknowthatMr

Zulu'sfirstwifehasalsofiledfordivorcesocan't

wewaituntilweknowwhattheproceedingsare

fromtheirsidebeforeyoupassyourfinalverdict?

Judge:youseemtobeanuisanceMrZuluhow

comebothyourwiveswanttodivorceyou.

Unfortunatelythatdoesn'tconcernthiscase.Im

passingmyverdicttomorrow

Mgqobi:okyourhonour

Judge:(hitthegavel)courtisadjourned



Theyallstoodupasthejudgemadehiswayout...

Nomayeza:whatwasthatlawyertryingtosay

Mgqobi:he'sjustfightingalosingbattlethefact

thatZulukeptthetruthabouthisfirstwifefromyou

favoursus

Nomayeza:tellhimtogetanewlaywerthatwould

fighttoothandnailnotanexampleforalawyer

MgqobilaughedleadingthewayoutwhileZulu

sighedwaitingtobeescortedbacktoprison...

Zulu:soyouwereserious

Brian:youthoughtiwasjoking?(Scoffed)werisk

ourreputationsforyouguysandthinkwewould

wanttogamblelikethathellno.Youshouldthank

Cherelshecamethroughforyou

Zulu:yeahwellnowiknowwhereiliewithyou



Brian:indeed.Wearenotfriends.Haveawonderful

dayandhopeforthebesttomorrow

Hesaidclosinghiscaseandrolleditoutwhilethe

prisonofficialstookZulutothevan.

AttheJola's...

AfterhisshowerBonganifeastedonthebrunch

Samkelomadeandsatbacksighing...

Bongani:ohgoshthatwasneeded.Jailfoodisnot

foodatall.IfeelforZino

Samkelo:weshouldgocheckuponheryouknow

Bongani:yeahwewill.Haveyoumanagedtoget

holdofSbuyet?

Samkelo:nopehisphoneisstilloffandit'snever

offiwonderwhatisgoingonwithhimtoday



AsshesaidSbupushedthedooropensinging.

TheybothfrownedlookingathimasSamkelostood

up...

Samkelo:Sbuwhat'sgoingonwithyou?Youare

goingtowakethebabyup

Sbu:(smiled)ohmanBongsyouareout

Bongani:yesandyouarewasted.Why?

Samkelo:comeletmetakeyoutobed

Sbu:don'tyoudaretouchmeyouwitch

Bongani:haiboSbuwhyareyoutalkingtoyourwife

likethat?

Sbu:wife?(Scoffedandburped)trustmewheni

sayyouwouldthinkyouknowsomeonewhileyou

don'tevenknowhalfofthepersontheyare

Bongani:youhavelostme

Samkelo:don'tmindhimBongshe'sjustdrunk



Sbu:imaybedrunkbutihaven'tforgotten

Bongani:forgottenwhatSbu?

Samkelo:Sbucanwepleasegotothebedroom

Sbu:Bongsiloveyouok

Bongani:iknowthatbuddybutwhat'sgoingonwith

you

Sbu:andjustknowthatourfriendshipcomesfirst

ok

Bongani:(confused)ok

Samkelo:youknowwhatimoverthis,Sbusiso

come

Shegrabbedhishandandpulledhimtotheguest

bedroomwhilehewhinedtryingtogobackto

Bonganiwhosatintheloungeconfused...

Samkelo:whatthehelliswrongwithyou

Sbu:itoldyoutoleavemealone



Samkelo:doyouwanttohurtBongani?

Sbu:thetruthalwayshurtsdoesn'titbutatthe

sametimeitheals

Samkelo:justsleepSbusisoandstopactinglikea

child

Shesaidputtingafleeceonhimashetriedtosay

somethingbutwasinaudiblethendozedoff.

Samkelosighedandshookherheadgoingtothe

lounge...

Bongani:whatwasthat?

Samkelo:ihonestlydon'tknowwhat'swrongwith

him.Sbuhasneverdranklikethis

Bongani:exactly.There'sdefinitelysomethinghe

wantstosay

Samkelo:youthink?

Bongani:yesihavebeenfriendswithSbusince

highschoolthishashappenedtwiceinhislifewhen



hismotherpassedonandwhenhisfirstgirlfriend

dumpedhim.Hedidn'tknowhowtotellussohe

ranforalcoholsoimdefinitelysurethathehas

somethingtosay

Samkelo:ohwelltheniguesswewillfindoutwhen

hewakesup

Bongani:yeah.(Readamessageinhisphone)mom

saystheirdivorcewillbefinalisedtomorrow

Samkelo:ohthat'sgoodihopetheyruleinher

favour

Bongani:shesaysshe'scertainthattheywill

Samkelo:pleasewatchSisaformeimgoingto

washthedishes

Bongani:notaproblemandyouguysshouldn'tfeel

obligedtostayhereicanmanageonmyown

Samkelo:(chuckled)isthatyourwayofkickingus

out?

Bongani:(smiled)kindof

Samkelo:howungrateful



Theylaughedasshewenttothekitchenwhilehe

scrambledthroughthechannels.

AttheZulu's...

Lindaniknockedonhissister'sbedroomandwent

infindinghersittingonherbedwithreddisheyes...

Lindani:areyouok?Igotyourtext

Lindiwe:imnot.Ijustdumpedaperfectman

Lindani(Khethiwestoppedatthedoor)

Lindani:ohsoyouhaveaman?

Lindiwe:ihavebeentryingthedatingthingwiththis

othermanfor2weeksnowihavedumpedhim

becauseofhissonbutbrothemanwaseverything

hewasgoingtomarrymeisweartoyou

Lindani:whatdidthechilddo?



Lindiwe:hewasallrudetomeandsaidsomescary

things

Lindani:whatthings?

Lindiwe:thattheexgirlfriendwhowasmyagedied

afterbeingkilledbytheexwifewho'snowinprison

Lindani:haibo

Lindiwe:imtellingyou

Lindani:butshe'sinprisonnowrighthowcanshe

gettoyou?

Lindiwe:throughthesonobviouslyshe'sgoingto

sendhimtopoisonmyfood

Lindani:yeahneh.Youdidgoodbysavingyourself

Lindiwe:butilovehimbro

Lindani:whoishe?

Lindiwe:hisnameisMandlaJeleafriendto

BonganiJola(Khethiwefrownedbythedoor)

Lindani:what!?

Lindiwe:sssh!Keepitdownhaibo



Lindani:youarepracticallydatingourenemy

Lindiwe:MandlaisnottheenemybutBongani

Lindani:still

Khethiwe:(opened)sohe'stheoneyoutoldabout

meandTerrance?

Both:ma!?

Khethiwe:answermeLindiwe

Lindiwe:itoldhiminpassingandhesayshewasn't

listening

Khethiwe:areyouafoolLindiwe?Ofcoursehewas

listeningthenhewenttotellhisfriendwhotold

ZulusothatitworksonthatXhosawitch'sfavour.

Howstupidcanyoube

Lindiwe:wowyouareindeedcorrectmahowcani

besostupid

Khethiwe:ofcourseiam.Himtellingyouthathe

wasn'tlisteningwasjusttothrowyouoff.Wheredo

yougetdatingamandoubleyourage?Youdid

goodbydumpinghim



Lindiwe:lovehasnoagelimit

Khethiwe:youseenowyouhaveruinedthingsfor

us?

Lindiwe:imsorryma

Khethiwe:noimnotgoingtoforgiveyouwehave

losteverythingbecauseofyourcarelessness

Lindani:haibocomeonnowdon'tdothattoher

Khethiwe:noshewillseewhowillpayhertuition

feesandbuysacarforher.She'saninfluencerright?

Yessolettheresultsshow

Lindiwe:macomeon

Khethiwe:imseriousyouarejustluckythatididn't

kickyououtofmyhouse

Lindiwe:wow

KhethiweclickedhertongueandleftwhileLindiwe

sighedshakingherhead.



InPrison...

ZinofrozebythedoorseeingXababythetables

andswallowed...

Guard:ladykeepitmoving.Youhaven'tevenspent

24hrsandyouarealreadygettingvisitorsiguess

youwereapopularoneoutthereneh

Zino:ican'tseethatman

Xaba:Zino

Herheartskippedabeatassheswallowedanother

lumpgoingtohim...

Zino:hi

Xaba:areyouok?

Zino:whyareyouhere?

Xaba:youdidn'tanswermyquestion



Zino:yesimok

Xaba:ok.Imheretoaskyouafewquestions

Zino:about?

Xaba:Semakaleng(herheartskipped)

Zino:whatabouther

Xaba:herwhereabouts

Zino:itoldyouthatSemakalengtookherbagsand

leftrightwhatmoredoyouwant?

Xaba:that'snotwhatJasontoldmeZino

Zino:whatdidhetellyou?Youarenotgoingto

believea3yearoldareyou?

Xaba:theyneverliesoihavenoreasontonot

believehim

Zino:areyousureaboutthat?Isthataprovenfact?

Xaba:ZinowhereisSemakaleng?

Zino:Xabaitoldyouwhereyourbabymamaiscan

youpleaseleavemealone

Xaba:whatabouttherockifoundinyouryardwith



bloodonit

Zino:(swallowed)iknownothingaboutthat

Xaba:wellthebloodonitmatcheswithJason's

samplesoitsdefinitelySemakaleng's

Zino:ohwowok

Xaba:youhadtwobinsZinowhereistheotherone?

Zino:soyouwenttomyhouseandparadedinitlike

itwasyourswithoutmyapprovalright?

Xaba:that'sbesidesthepointwhereisthesecond

binZino?

Zino:youknowwhatXabathetruthisiconfronted

Semakalengaboutwhatsheheardyouanditalking

aboutshedidn'twanttotellmeipulledherback

withhershirtsoiguessthepullwasstrongsoshe

trippedandfellononeoftherock.Icheckedher

pulseandtherewasnonesoiputherinabinand

tookJasonandtookhimforicecream

Xaba:wowsothefeetJasonsawwas

Semakaleng's

Zino:yesXaba



Xaba:soyoukillsomeone'smotherandtakethem

outforicecreamhowevilcanyoube

Zino:itwasamistakeXaba

Xaba:whereisherbody?

Zino:iburntitwiththebinandallherbelongings

Xaba:(swallowed)thedevilcanlearnalotfromyou

honestlywhatkindofawomanareyou?Ican't

believeioncefellinlovewithyoubecauseim

disgustedofthewomanimlookingatrightnow.

Youaregoingtopayforthis.Ihopeyoulivewith

thefactthatyoutookJason'smotherawaywhilehe

wasstillachild.Weshallmeetincourt

Heclickedhistongueandtookhisthingsleaving

whileZinosattherewithherhandsonherforehead

shakingherhead.

Atthehospital...



Zaneleopenedhereyeswakingupandtriedto

moveherlefthandwhichwastheonlyone

functioningbutwasshockedofitnotmoving.She

swallowedandliftedherheadalittleandrealized

thatshewascuffedtothebedrail.Shesighedasa

nursewentin...

Nurse:ohsoyouareawake?

Zanele:whatisthis?

Nurse:youhavebeenarrested

Zanele:what?

Nurse:yesyoucamehereinpolicecustody

Zanele:wow.Whereismyhusband?

Nurse:youwillonlybeabletoseehimtomorrow.

Imgladyourspeechisimproving

Zanele:youcallwhoeverputthesestupidthingson

metocomeandtakethemoff.Imnotacriminal

Nurse:iwilldosobutidon'tseeithappening.You

reallydidsomebadthings



Zanele:whothehelldoyouthinkyouare?Whatdo

youknowaboutmedoingbadthings?Mindyour

silyuniformandsillyjobthatpaysyoupeanuts

Nurse:haibo

Zanele:undi'vile(youheardme)

Nurse:ihavenevermetsucharudepatientlikeyou

Zanele:wellstartkeepingscoreimthefirstoneon

thelistnowgoandcallthepolice

Nurse:yoh

ShefinishedwritingonZanele'scardandheaded

outshakingherhead.Zaneleshookthecuffsbut

thatdidn'thelpasshesighedandclosedhereyes...

Zanele:ihavetogoburymymotherandson

dammit

Atthestation...



Kennedywhistledswinginghiskeysonhisfinger

goingtothecommissioner'sofficeasXabalooked

onfromhisoffice...

Kennedy:knockknock

Commissioner:comein

Kennedy:goodeveningcommissionersir

Commissioner:ohMrSebokowhatcanidoforyou?

Kennedy:(smiled)theperfectquestion

Commissioner:ohreally

Kennedy:yescommissioner.Rememberwhati

havedoneforyouoflate?

Commissioner:yesandimgrateful

Kennedy:goodsoibelieveit'stimeyoureturnedthe

favour

Commissioner:(scoffed)ohwow

Kennedy:yescommissionersir.Iwouldlikeyouto



makeallthecasesconcerningtheJola'sdisappear

Commissioner:(chuckled)nomyguythat'salot

Kennedy:ohreallynow?Thenyouandtheminister

wouldn'tmindexplainingthistothepresident

Hesaidshowinghimapictureofhim,theminister

andPallanceNdlovuexchangingsilverbricksand

moneyinthebush.Heswallowedandsatback

lookingathimwhileKennedy'ssmilewidened...

Kennedy:whatdoyousay?

Thecommissionerrubbedhischinandslowly

reachedunderhisdeskasKennedyquicklytookout

hisgun...

Kennedy:don'tyoudareeventhinkaboutitbecause

inevermiss.Answerme.



THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

^

^

^

^

^
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InPrison...

Theshowertimesirenrangasalltheladiesjumped

offtheirbeds.Zinoquicklyreachedforherhairpin

andputitonherwristandtookherbucketand

bathingitemsgoingtotheshowers.Diannecame

behindwithhertroupeastheygiggledwhispering.

Zinoturnedtothemandrolledhereyesfacing



forward.Shefixedherunderwarewhiletheladies

continuedtogiggleandwhisper...

Zino:wouldyouguysstopit

Dianne:whoareyoutostopusfromdoingwhatwe

aredoing?

Zino:Zinoifbyanychanceyouforgotmyname

Sheclickedhertongueandpouredhotwaterinher

bucketgoingintoashower.Shesighedclosingthe

curtainandleanedherheadbacktotieherdreads

butstoppedasherheartskippedabeat...

Zino:what!?

Hereyeswidenedasherheartracedtoalmosthalf

ofallherdreadslengthgone...



Zino:whatthefuck!?

DianneandhertroupelaughedasZinoclickedher

tonguegettingoutoftheshower...

Zino:bitch!Whathaveyoudone?

Dianne:isshetalkingtome?

Zino:hellyeahimtalkingtoyouwherethefuckare

mydreads?

Dianne:yoursinsatethem(theylaughed)

Zino:Dianneyoudon'twanttodothiswithme

Dianne:ohyouthinkimscaredofyou

Zino:Dianneimwarningyou

Dianne:youknowwhatgirlsholdthisforme.Come

bitchlet'sdothis

Zinotiedtheremainderofherdreadswiththe

ribbonshegotandfoldedherknuckles...



Zino:comebitchimwaitingforyou.Youbetterbe

suretofinishwhatyoustarted...

ShetrickedDiannebyaimingforthestomachas

Dianneblockedonlyforhertoreceiveahotslap

acrossherface...

Inmates:(cheered)woooo

Dianne:bitch!

SheattemptedtoslapherasZinoblockeditand

punchedher...

Zino:comebitchshowmewhatyougot

Diannechuckledmassagingherchinandattempted

tohitheragainasZinoblockeditbutDiannelanded



apunchwithherlefthandasZinostaggeredback...

Inmates:(cheered)wooo

Dianne:onethingaboutyoupeopleisthatyou

forgetthatimlefthanded

Zino:imdoneplayinggameswithyou

ShesaidgrabbingDiannebyherbrastrapsandhit

hercontinuouslywithherheaduntilDiannekicked

herknee...

Dianne:bloodybitchcomeon!

ShesaidlandingaslapacrossZino'sfacewiththe

backofherhandasZinolandedahotpunchunder

herchinasshecoughedoutalumpofbood...

Inmates:(cheered)wooo



ShewastednotimeandgrabbedDiannebyherhair

hittingherheadagainsttheshowerwalls.Not

givingup,Diannedecidedtokickherstomachas

ZinostaggeredbackholdingitandDiannelanded

fourslapsuntilZinofelldown...

Inmates:MissD!MissD!MissD!

ShewentstraightforherfacewithakickZinofell

onherback.Diannewentontopofherand

punchedZinocontinously.Hearingeveryone

cheeringDianneshegotmoremadandgrabbedon

herpussylipsashardasshecouldasDianne

screamedtryingtogetoffher.Zinopunchedher

andpushedherdownandwentontopofher...

Zino:doyouknowhowlongittookformetogrow

thesedreads(shepunchedher)doyouknowwhyi

grewthem(shepunchedheragain)thesedreads



aresentimentaltome(shepunchedher)andyou

thinkyouhavetherighttocutthem(shepunched

heragain)imnotgoingtoletabitchlikeyouthink

theycanwalkalloverme(shepunchedher)youare

nothingbutadesperateexwife(shepunchedher

again)whoknowsnothingtokillherexhusband's

women(shepunchedher)andthisoneisforMbali

Shepunchedheragainandgotoffherwhile

Dianne'smouthandfacebleed...

Zino:youarenothing!(Shekickedher)youwill

neverbeanythinginyourlife(shekickedheragain)

youwillalwaysbeknownasaprisonerthathasno

directioninlife

ShekickedherasDianne'stroupeheldherback

seeingthatDiannewasbecomingweak...

Zino:letmego!



Guard:heywhat'sgoinghere!?

Zino:iwantmyfuckingdreadsback!

Guard:hey!?Shutup!

Zino:imnotgoingtoshutupforshitthisbitch

betterbringbackmydreadsastheywere!

ShesaidescapingfromDianne'swomen'shands

andwentontopofDiannelandingonelastpunch...

Guard:holdherbackyouidiots!Areyoucrazy!?

Zino:yesiamshewantedtoseecrazynowshegot

to.Youletmegobeforeyoubecomelikeher(they

didassheclickedhertongue)thisshouldbea

lessontoallofyouthatyoudon'tcomeat

ZinokuhleTombalelikethatiwillpoundyourflesh

fordogstrustme.Bloodybitches!

Sheclickedhertonguegoingbackintheshower

whiletheguardattendedtoahalfconsciousDianne.



Meanwhileanothertroupeofwellbuilttallwomen

smilednoddingandbumpedtheirfistsgoinginto

showers...

Guard:sheneedsmedicalhelpyouguysbetterstay

hereandwatchher

Sheleftashertroupewatchedherwhileshe

coughedblood...

Lady:whatwereyouthinkingnaweaisokaman

Sheclickedhertonguegoingtobath.

InCourt...

Thejudgemadehiswayinwitheveryoneontheir

feet...



Judge:beforewetakeourseatsiwantustotakea

momenttorememberoneofthecountry's

respectedprosecutorsMrNeilwhopassedaway

earlythismorning(theyallbowedtheirheads)

thankyouyoumaybeseated.ProsecutorNdaba

Puleng:thankyoumyLord.Ifthecourtpleasesi

wouldliketocallMsNombuleloJolatothestand

please

Judge:yes

Sheslowlymadewaytothedockasthebailiff

camewiththebible...

Bailiff:iNombuleloJolasweartotellthetruth,the

wholetruthandnothingbutthetruth,sohelpme

God

Nombulelo:ido

Judge:thanks.Prosecutionmayproceed



Puleng:thankyouyourhonour.GoodmorningMs

Jola

Nombulelo:goodmorningyourworship

Puleng:iknowyouaresupposedtoberestingat

homebuthereweare

Nombulelo:nothingismoreimportantthantaking

criminalstowheretheybelong

Puleng:(smiled)indeed.MsNombulelomayyou

pleasetellusinsummaryhowyouknowMr

ThembaZulu

Nombulelo:ThembaZuluisamanwhofellinlove

withourmother10yearslaterafterourfather's

disappearance.Hewasreallyawelcomingand

caringmanbythattime.Whateverweseekedhe

wasthereforus

Puleng:soyourrelationshipwasgood?

Nombulelo:yesyourworship

Puleng:wehaveitingoodauthoritythatMr

ThembaZuluhiredyouafterMsThandiwe

Buthelezigotinvolvedinacaraccidentright?



Nombulelo:yesyourworship

Puleng:wouldyoupleasetelluswhy

Nombulelo:thattimehimandiwantedtofindout

whothefacebehindtheLeeTruckingbrandwasso

inordertodothatwehadtogothroughtheir

accountssowedidandfoundoutitwasaladyby

thenameZaneleMatjikizawhowasmyfather'sPA

Puleng:wastheresomeoneyoususpectedapart

fromMsMatjikiza?

Nombulelo:yesyourworshipwesuspectedmy

brother'swifeZaneleJola

Puleng:ohoksoforyoutobeabletogetthrough

theseaccountsandalsoinvestigateunderwraps

youhadtogetridoftheobstacle

Brian:objectionmyLordprosecutionisleadingthe

witness

Judge:granted.MrsNdabapleaserephraseyour

question

Puleng:okmyLord.MsJolahowwereyougoingto

beabletodothisjobwhiletherewassomeonein



theCFOoffice?

Nombulelo:MrZulucouldn'tdismisshersotheonly

wayhecouldgetridofherwastokillheryour

worship

Puleng:didyouknowabouthisplanforyoutoget

thisposition?

Nombulelo:noyourworshiphejusttoldmethati

shouldn'tworryiwillgetthejob

Puleng:whenwasthat?

Nombulelo:adaybeforeMsButhelezidied.

Puleng:yourhonourthatisthesamedatehemade

acalltothisman(thebailiffgotthedocuments)so

MsJolahowdidyoufeelwhenyouheardaboutMs

Buthelezi'sdeath?

Nombulelo:iwasshockedandwenttoaskhimifhe

hadanythingtodowithit

Puleng:andwhatdidMrZulusay?

Nombulelo:hetoldmethathedidit

Puleng:afterthat?



Nombulelo:wepartedwaysthat'swhenhestarted

threateningmyfamilyandi

Puleng:howdidhedoit?

Nombulelo:throughtextmessagesyourworship

Puleng:MyLordhere'sproofthatMrZuluindeed

sentMsJolathesetexts.Theyhavebeentested

andtheyarestillinbothoftheirphones

Judge:thecourtwillrunitsauthenticitytestaswell

Puleng:thankyoumyLordthatwillbeall

Judge:thankyouprosecutorNdaba.Advocate

Brian?

Brian:MsJolawhydidyoustaysolongtoreport

thesethreatstothepolice?

Nombulelo:ifearedformyfamily

Brian:ohbutyoudidn'tfeelforthedeceased's

children?

Nombulelo:ididthatiswhyidecidedtonot

commentfurther

Brian:didMrZulustaywithyouguysduringthat



time?

Nombulelo:(clearedherthroat)yes

Brian:andhowwastheatmosphere?

Nombulelo:ok

Brian:yetyousaidhethreatnedyou.MyLordthis

womanislyingthefactthatsheagreedtotakea

deceased'spositionwithnoremorseraisesafew

hairsthatisshewasokwiththedeceaseddead.

Withthatsaidifthecourtfindsmyclientguiltythen

theyshouldfindMsJolaguiltyofconspiracyto

murder,keepinginformationfromthepolice,

obtainingbyfalsepretenceandlyingtothecourtof

lawprovidingfabricatedthreatmessages.Ithank

you(Nombulelosighedashetookhisseat)

Judge:thankyouadvocate.Thecourtwilltakeall

theevidenceprovidedandwillcommunicatethe

datesoftheverdicttobothrepresentatives.(Hitthe

gavel)

Officer:allrise!



Theyalldidashemadehiswayout.ZuluandBrian

fistbumpedsmiling...

Zulu:thatwasagreatmove

Brian:(scoffed)theythoughttheyhadyouifyougo

downyougodownwithherthat'showitis

Zulu:thanksbuddy

Brian:rememberihavetobepaid

Zulu:(sighed)youdon'thavetoremindme

Zulugotescortedoutbytheprisonofficialsas

Brianwenttohiscar.OutsideNombulelosighedas

Pulengopenedthedoorforher...

Nombulelo:ithoughtMgqobiwouldbehandling

thiscase

Puleng:theyneededsomeonewhowouldrepresent

thestatebecausethestaterepresentsallthe

deceasedvictimssotheychosemeanditookover



fromhim

Nombulelo:ohokbutdon'tyouthinkthelast

statementmighthitusbad?

Puleng:itmight,itmightnotaslongasthose

threatsareauthenticwearegoodtogo

Nombulelo:ok.

Puleng:haveagooddayhey

Nombulelo:thanksyoutoo

TheysmiledasNombulelo'sdriverdroveoffwhile

Pulengwentintohercar.

Atthehospital...

BonganislowlyopenedthedoorasZanelefrowned

lookingatit.Assoonasshesawhimsheletouta

softsmilewhilehekeptastraightface...



Bongani:goodmorning

Zanele:hibabe

Bongani:howareyoufeeling?

Zanele:istillcan'tfeelmyrightsidebutthedoctors

sayiwillbeok

Bongani:ok

Zanele:canyoutellthemtotakethesethingsoff

mesothatwecangoandburyourmotherandson

(Bonganiswallowed)Bongs?

Bongani:honeywecouldn'tkeepthemanylonger

becausewedidn'tknowwhenyouweregoingto

wakeup

Zanele:(frowned)huh?

Bonganiswallowedtakingthefuneralprogramsas

sheblinkedlookingatthem...

Zanele:noBonganiyoucan'tdothistomeno



SheburstintotearswhileBonganisighedsitting

down...

Zanele:youcan'tburymyparentsandsonwithout

meBonganino

Bongani:likeisaidwedidn'tknowwhenyouwere

goingtowakeupletaloneifyouweregoingto

makeit

Zanele:youhavebetrayedmeBongani

Bongani:ohreallynow?LikeyoudidwithKennedy?

Zanelehowcouldyou?Doyouknowthatrightnow

yoursisterisinprisonbecauseofyou?

Zanele:huh?

Bongani:weslepttwonightsinholdingcells

becauseofyouZaneleandKennedy.Whywould

yougobehindourbackslikethat?

Zanele:ihadtodosomething

Bongani:nowlookatwhatyoursomethingdid.I



haveacriminalrecordnowallbecauseofyou.Do

youeverthink,ohwaitdoyouevenknowaboutthe

chargeswaitingforyou

Zanele:Bonganiyouburiedmyfamilywithoutme

Bongani:youaresoselfishthatevenahospitalbed

won'tchangeyou.Bye

Zanele:Bonganiwait

Bongani:noZanelenowyourfriendshipwith

Kennedyhasawakenedallthedemonsitriedto

bury

Zanele:what?

Bongani:goodbyeZaneleimhonestlyfedupwith

you

HesaidleavingwhileZanelelaidthereconfused.

Shelookedattheprogramsonhersideandsighed

closinghereyes...

Zanele:imsosorrymaandauntyTimreallysorry.



AtMolao'shouse...

HeopenedthedoorforXabaandlethiminside...

Molao:youshouldreducecomingtomyhouse

becauseoncethecommissionerlearnsaboutthis

yourjobwillbeontheline

Xaba:he'sacorruptofficer

Molao:oh?

Xaba:DetectiveLerato'sbrotherwenttoseehim

yesterday

Lerato:(cameoutofthebedroom)what!?

Xaba:ohyoustartledme

Lerato:areyousayingKennedyisworkingwiththe

commissioner?

Xaba:yesdetective.Heshowedhimsomethingon

hisphoneandhementionedsomethingabouthim



andtheministerexplainingsomethingtothe

president

Molao:wait,whatdidheaskhimtodoforhim?

Xaba:hesaidheshouldmakeallcasesconnected

totheJola'sdisappear

Molao:(chuckled)iguesshegottheinformation

abouttheministerandNdlovufromBongani's

phone.ThankyousomuchXabaiwillneverforget

whatyoudidforme.Ratothismeanswehaveto

gettothepresidentbeforethem

Lerato:ourhearingsarelaterthisafternoon

Molao:weattendtothemfirst,heartheoutcomes

thengotothepresident

Lerato:okimgoodwiththat

Molao:(smiled)iknewhemighthaveorwant

somethingfromthecommissioner

Lerato:ican'tbelievemyownbrotherisacriminal

Molao:ohwell

Xaba:andZinoconfessedtokillingSemakaleng,my



babymamabutshesaysitsamistake.What

mistakewhensheburntherbody

Lerato:yohimdonewiththatwomanisweartoyou

theonlypersoniwanttogofacetoface,womanto

womanwithwhenigetbacktoworkisZaneleJola

Xaba:she'sawakebytheway

Both:that'sgood(theylaughed)

Xaba:iseetheJola'saregivingyousleepless

nights

Molao:theonlypersonifeelforisthehusbandit's

apityhegotinvolvedwithsuchroughwomanyoh.

LetmecallAnneandtellherwefoundwhatiasked

hertolookfor

HereachedforhisphoneasXabaandLerato

continuedtocatchup.

AttheJola's...



SamkelofrownedlookingforSbuwhowasnowhere

tobefound...

Samkelo:bathongwhereisthisman

Shetriedtocallhimbuthisphonewasoffasshe

lookedoutsideandonlysawhercarwithZanele's...

Samkelo:evenBonganiisout.Goshthisisnot

happening(shecalledBongani)

Bongani:Sammy?

Samkelo:hiBongshaveyouseenSbu?

Bongani:nopehiscarwasnotaroundwhenileftto

thehospital

Samkelo:ohyousawZanele?

Bongani:yeahandhonestlyitwasn'tapleasant

visitsocanyouguyspleasestayanothernighti

justwanttounwindandbealone



Samkelo:(frowned)ohoknoproblem(anothercall

camethrough)letmeansweranothercall(Bongani

hungup)whatdoyouwant?

Kennedy:yourhusbandwasbusypullingstunts

yesterdayatmyclubsoifyoudon'tputaleashon

himyouwillendupwearingblackclothes

Samkelo:isthatsupposedtobeathreat?

Kennedy:youarejustabarkingdogwithnoteeth

locateyourlaneplease

Samkelo:ibetiam,don'tyouevercallmeagain

Sheclickedhertonguehangingupasanemail

reported.Sheopeneditandslowlysatdown

readingit...

Samkelo:wellwellwell.NotsocleanafterallMr

Seboko

ShechuckleddialingTshephang.



Atthehospital...

SbuquietlymadehiswayinZanele'sroomholding

abottleofwhiskey.Hecarefullyputitdownand

sniffedasZanelequicklyopenedhereyes...

Zanele:Sbu,whatareyoudoinghere?

Sbu:howdoyoustealsomeone'scompany,kill

themthenmarrytheirsonafterwards?

Zanele:(heartskipped)huh?

Sbu:youheardmeZanele

Hesaidtakingouthisgunandslowlyscrewedin

thesilencer...

Sbu:imwaitingformyanswerZanele



Hesaidgoingtothedoorandlockeditfromthe

insidewhileZaneleswallowedahugedrylumpwith

hereyeswonderingaround...

Sbu:youarepraticallyparalyzedandcuffedtoyour

bedyoudeadbeatcriminal.Youliedtomyfriend

theonlythingyouowehimisanexplanationsoim

heretogetitforhim.Starttalkingxhosawoman

HesaidtakingagulpofhiswhiskeywhileZanele

swallowedagainlookingatthegun.

^

^

^

^

^
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Zanele:idon'tknowwhatyouheardbutit's...

Sbu:shutup!

Zanele'sheartskippedassheswallowedlookingat

Sbuwhoscratchedhisheadwiththegunandtook

asipfromhiswhiskey...

Sbu:whatkindofpoisonareyouZanele?Yourlevel

ofevilnesssurpassesthatofthedevilhimself

Zanele:Sbui...

Sbu:isaidshutit!(Sheblinkedwithherheartracing)

youhaveturnedmywifeintosomethingshe'snot

Zanele.Mywifeisalovingandcaringwomanbut

whatdidyoudo?Youdraggedherintoyourevil

world.Ihavenevermetapersonascoldasyouare.

YouarethereasonwhypeoplethinkXhosawomen

areevil



Zanele:Sbu...

Sbu:idon'twanttoreprimandyouagainZanelei

toldyoutoshutit(hetookasipagain)andthenyou

gooffandmarrymybestfriendZaneleknowing

exactlywhatyouhavedonetohisfather.You

watchedtheJola'spayLobolaforyou,youwatched

usdanceandcelebratewhileyouknewwhatyou

did.(Scoffedandwipedhismouth)yoursmile,

(scoffedagain)yoursmilethatdaystilllivesrent

freeinmymindbecauseithoughtyouwerethe

happiestbrideihadevercomeacrosslittledidi

knowyouweresmilingathowfoolishtheJola's

were.YearsandyearspassedZanele,years!20

fuckingyearsZaneleknowingwhatyouhavedone.

Mypoorfriendthinkshemarriedawonderful

womanlittledoesheknowhemarriedafucking

monster!

Hesaidpressingherleftkneecapwiththegunas

Zaneleflinchedpressinghereyes...



Zanele:youarefuckinghurtingmeSbusisodammit!

Sbu:thisisnothingcomparedtowhatyouhave

donetomyfriendandhisfamily(chuckled)wait,so

ZuluandNombulelowererightZanele(laughed)

youdeserveanawardforamastermanipulatorof

theworld.Youreallyplayedyourcardswellladyi

shouldgiveyouthat

Zanele:thedoctorswillbeheresoonSbugiveitup

already

Sbu:(frowned)wownotevenasignofremorse

Zanele:idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Sbu:(tookasipandlaughed)youthoughtyour

secretwassafe.Yourboyfriendknowsdear

(laughedasZanelefrowned)Kennedyknows

everything(sheswallowed)youhavehurtthe

peopleiloveZaneleandyoudon'tdeservetolive

Hesaidgrabbingapillowunderherheadandputit

onherstomach...



Zanele:Sbusisono

Sbu:youaregoingtodieaslowpainfuldeath

Zanele:Sbuplease...

HepulledthetriggerasZanelewidenedhereyes

freezing.Heunscrewedthesilencerputthegunin

safemodeandputitinhisjacket.Hetookafew

sipswhilelookingatZanele'sbloodcomingout...

Zanele:youbettermakesurethatidon'tsurvivethis

Sbu:there'snothingyoucandotome

Zanele:youandiareswornenemiesevenindeath

imgoingtomakesurethatyoudon'tfindpeacei

don'tcareifyouaremarriedtomybestfriendornot.

Thisisyourlastyearonearththaticanguarantee

youbecausetheydon'tcallme"umcgwabi"for

nothing(coughed)youbetterusetheremaining

timetorepentbecauseeverythingtheysayabout

meistrue



Sbutookanothersipandcurvedhislipslookingat

her.Heheardfootstepsapproachingashequickly

madehiswayout.Hepassedanursewhopusheda

trolleytoZanele'sroom.Hewatchedherfroma

distanceasshewentintoZanele'sroom...

Sbu:shit!(Hesaidpacingout)

Nurse:ohmyword,doctor!Doctor!Nurse!Ward

233patientisbleedinghelp!

Shepressedtheemergencybuttonandquicklyput

ongloves...

Nurse:MrsJolapleasekeepyoureyesopen

Zanele:imfreezing

Dr:whathappenedhere?

Nurse:itlookslikeshehasbeenshot

Dr:let'stakeherforasurgerynow!Callthelaband

askfor2bagsofbloodshehaslostalotofblood.



Checkherbloodtypeinhercard.Otherslet'sgo,

let'sgo!(theyrolledherout)MrsJolajustmake

sureyoudon'tcloseyoureyes

ThedoctorpacedbehindthemwhileZaneleslowly

blinkedfightingtokeephereyesopen.Meanwhile

alongtheroadSbutookanothersipofhiswhiskey

anditspilledonhimashelookeddown...

Sbu:mxm

Thesecondhelookedupherealisedhewasinfront

ofatruckashequicklytriedtoswervetotheother

sidewithoutcheckinghismirrorsonlytohitanother

carastheybothoverturned.

InPrison...

ZulufrownedseeingBrianwalkinginwithXabaand



satbackonhischair...

Xaba:MrZulu

Zulu:gooddayofficer

Xaba:imconstableXaba

Zulu:yesiknowyouwhatareyoudoingherewith

mylawyer?

Xaba:wecomebearingnews

Zulu:okimlistening

Xaba:ithascometolightthatyouarethemaster

mindbehindtheattackofNombuleloandNomvula

Jola

Zulu:what!?

Xaba:yessir

Brian:apparentlyyousentsomeonetodothejob

foryou

Zulu:nothatpersonhasaproblemwithme

Xaba:unfortunatelythepersonwhotoldusthisis



thesamepersonyousenttofiddlewithThandiwe

Buthelezi'scar.Acriminalthatwehavebeen

fightingforsomanyyearstocatch

Zulu:(clearedhisthroat)iknownothingaboutthis

Xaba:wellthenyouwillhavetoprovethatincourt

Zulu:noimtiredofbeingincourtplease

Xaba:ifyoustayoutoftroubleyoustayawayfrom

courtthat'sjusthowitis.Thatiswhaticametolet

youknow.Goodday

Hetappedhisfingersonthedeskandleftwhile

BrianlookedatZuluwithhiseyebrowsup...

Zulu:what?

Brian:youhonestlyaresomethingelsepleasefix

mypaymentbeforeirepresentyouonanything

Zulu:Briancanaguybreath?Youwillonlygetyour

paymentafteralltheverdictscomepleasebare

withme



Brian:youknowhowirollMrZulu

Zulu:soyouaregoingtoditchmeagain?

Brian:juststandingformyrightsMrZulu

HesighedandstoodupleavingwhileZulugroaned

scratchinghishead...

Zulu:whatdidyouthinkyouweredoingZuluof

coursehewasgoingtothrowyouunderthebus.

Onemistakeididwastotrusthimah

Hesaidpushinghischairoutandmadehisway

backtothecellwithaguardbehindhim.

AttheJele's...

MandlacamedownstairsandfoundAlexplayinga

videogameinhisgameroomandswitchedoffthe



screen...

Alex:dad!

Mandla:weneedtotalk

Alex:ihavenothingtotalktoyouabout

Mandla:iseethatyouaregrowingandidon'tlike

theyoungmanyouaregrowinginto

Alex:andwhoistoblame?You

Mandla:noyouareonetoblamebecauseyoumake

badchoices

Alex:nodadyouaretoblamebecauseyouarethe

onewhosentmomaway

Mandla:noAlexyourmommadeachoiceofnot

acceptingthatididn'tloveheranymore

Alex:howdoyounotlovesomeoneyoumarried?

Mandla:sometimeswemarrypeoplethinkingwe

haveseenthebestofthemonlytorealiselaterthat

it'snotexactlywhatyouhopedfor



Alex:soyoudecidedtocheatonher

Mandla:imnotproudofitbutithappened.Iknowi

shouldhavewaitedforthedivorcetobefinalised

butmyloveforMbaliwastoomuch.Shehad

everythingiwantedinawomanandiwasreadyto

marryher

Alex:yourbestfriend'schild(scoffed)dadhaveyou

everheardofawordpaedophile?

Mandla:youareinsultingmenow

Alex:youarebothapaedophileandanadulterer

Mandla:Alex

Alex:yesdadandificouldiwouldbegoingtostay

withmominprison

Mandla:soyouhatemethatmuch

Alex:yes

Mandla:wow.Thisisallyourmother'sdoing

Alex:herewegoagainblamingmomwhenareyou

goingtotakeresponsibilityforyouractions?

Mandla:youknowwhat,thistalkwasnotworthit



Alex:ohsoimnotworthitdad?

Mandla:(sighed)Alexwhatdoyouwantfromme?

Alex:takemomoutofprison

Mandla:Alexyourmotherkilledahumanbeing

that'sacrimepunishablebythelaw.Ibelieveyou

willknowwhatthatmeanssinceyouknowwhata

paedophileandanadultereris

Alex:didyouleaveherachoice?No,youhurtmy

motherandiwillneverforgiveyou

Hethrewhispadonthecouchandwenttohis

bedroomwhileMandlasighedrubbinghisface...

Mandla:justwhenithoughtiwasdonewithDianne

andherdramaanotherversionofhercomes

through.Lordwhathaveieverdonetodeservethis?

Imiwrongtohavemyownpreference?Ah

Hesaidgettingupandleftthegameroomaswell.



AtNdabaAttorneys...

Bontleknockedonhermother'sofficedoorasshe

welcomedherin...

Puleng:heybabyhaveaseat

Bontle:youcalledformesweetie

Puleng:(smiled)howbusyareyou?

Bontle:imnotbusyallmycasesarescheduledfor

nextmonth

Puleng:goodbecauseineedyoutotakeovermy

cases

Bontle:why?

Puleng:theyneedmyhelpbackhome

Bontle:legalhelp?

Puleng:yeslove

Bontle:ohoknoproblemthen



Puleng:itrustyoutodoabetterjobpleasedon't

droptheball

Bontle:iwon'tmamatrustmetodoabetterjob

Puleng:there'sabiggercaseifyoubagitiwill

promoteyou

Bontle:yagamang?(Whoisitfor)

Puleng:ZaneleJolaversusthestateit'sahugeone,

yousureyouwillnailit?

Bontle:letmeseethefile(shegaveittoherasshe

browsedthroughit)bathongmamathiswoman,

whatkindofawomanisshe?

Puleng:tellmeaboutitsheremindsmeofIvyand

Mildred(theylaughed)

Bontle:butshe'sworseyoh

Puleng:iknowrightsoareyouin?

Bontle:iminma

Puleng:that'smygirlanyclarificationgotoColonel

Molaohewilldefinitelyknowwhattogiveyou.He

hasalltheproofweneed.He'ssuspendedfrom



worknowbuthetellsmethathehasn'thandedin

theproofyet

Bontle:okiwilllocatehimlater

Puleng:good.Youcangobacktowork

Bontle:havefunpleasebringussomelechotlhoi

havebeencravingitsobad

Puleng:(laughed)yesma'amiwill.Iwillbegoing

withdad

Bontle:ohokhehasnothingtodoafterallandi

hopeafterthesecasesyouaregoingtoretire

Puleng:justmakesurethatyouwinZanele'scase

andwewilltalk

Bontle:nowthat'smotivationenough

TheylaughedasBontlemadeherwaybacktoher

office.

AtthePoliceStation...



Leratomadewayintotheboardroomasshesighed

findingthenationalcommissioner,province

commissionerandthedeputyministerofPolice

services...

Lerato:goodmorninggentlemen

All:goodmorning

P-Commissioner:MsSebokowebelieveyouhave

beensuspended

Lerato:yessir

P-commissioner:why?

Lerato:becauseicamecleanaboutfabricatingmy

results

D-Minister:whywouldyoudosuchathingMs

Seboko?

Lerato:iknowthereasonsoundslamebutlooking

atmymotherandtellingherthatifailedwasgoing

tobethesameasstabbingmyselfwithaknife.In



hereyesthere'snochildwho'ssupposedtobea

failureorelseyouweregoingtolivewiththeregret

therestofyourlifeassheremindsyouaboutit

everyday

N-Commissioner:didyouthinkitwasnevergoingto

beknownMsSeboko?

Lerato:ithoughtso

N-commissioner:thetruthalwayshasit'sownway

ofcomingout

Lerato:(lookingattheProvincecommissioner)that

iknowsir

N-commissioner:sodon'tyouregretyourdecision

now?

Lerato:idobutihavedecidedtore-write

D-Minister:ohthat'sgood.Howlonghaveyoubeen

intheforce?

Lerato:2years

D-minister:howmanycaseshaveyouclosedand

won?



Lerato:ihavesuccessfullyclosed58casesand

won48ofthem

D-minister:hmmthat'scommendable

Lerato:thankyou

P-commissioner:butlet'snotbeblindedbywhat

shehasdone.Shehasbeenoperatingwithfake

results

D-minister:yesI'mawareofthatbutshehasdone

anoutstandingjobthusfar.Despiteherresults

there'snowherewhereitshowsthatshehandleda

caseunlawfully

P-commissioner:she'salsodatingthesuspended

colonelMolao

D-minister:hasthatgotteninthewayofher

performance?Notatall

P-commissioner:butshegotpromotedtobea

detectivewhileshehas2yearsexperience

N-commissioner:shedeservedthepost.Herwork

speaksforitselfgentlemen

D-minister:mypointexactly



Theprovincecommissionersighedsittingback

whileLeratosecretlysmiled...

D-minister:thankyouforyourhonestyMsSeboko

youhavebeenreinstatedtoresumeyourdutiesas

adetectiveofficerofthisstation.Youarestill

requestedtomakesurethatyourewriteallthe

modulesyoufailedthenprovidetrueresults

Lerato:(smiled)thankyousomuchdeputyminister

thankyousomuch

P-commissioner:youguysare...

N-commissioner:weneedofficerslikethiswoman

thedeputyminister'swordisfinalandisecondhim

soyouhavebeenout-voted.MsSebokofromnow

onbeentirelyhonestabouteverything

Lerato:(smiled)isurewillsir

D-minister:thankyouMsSeboko

Lerato:thankyou



Shesmiledleavingandthesecondsheclosedthe

doorbehindhershedidavictorydanceasMolao

smiled...

Molao:goodnewsiguess

Lerato:yepihavebeenreinstated

Molao:that'sgreatallyouhavetodonowisstudy

hard

Lerato:ohyesiwill

Backinsidetheprovincecommissioner'sphone

rangashesighedandansweredsteppingoutside...

Commissioner:imbusy

Kennedy:toobusyforme?

Commissioner:whatdoyouwant?

Kennedy:areyouseriouslygoingtoaskmethat



question?

Commissioner:thingsarenotlookinggoodonmy

sidetheyjustreinstatedthedetectivesotheyare

obviouslygoingtoreinstatethecolonelaswell

Kennedy:youhadonejobcommissionerone

simplejob.Youleavemenochoicebuttogotothe

president

Commissioner:nopleasedon'tdothathowmuch

doyouwant?

Kennedy:idon'twantyourmoneyiwanttheJola's

casesdestroyed

Commissioner:(sighed)lookiwillseewhattodo

Kennedy:youhave24hrscommissioner

Commissioner:yes

Kennedyhunguponhimashesighedandshook

hisheadgoingbacktotheboardroomforMolao's

hearing.MeanwhileinherofficeLeratoopenedher

laptopandsentthepresidentanemail.



Atthehospital...

SamkelopacedaroundwhileBonganisatonthe

benchestappinghisfoot...

Samkelo:whyaretheytakingsolong

Bongani:justcalmdownSammy

Samkelo:noBonganiican'tcalmdownwhenmy

husbandisfightingforhislife.Justwhenwewere

startinganewchapterofourlivesandthishappens?

Nomanno

Bongani:ibelieve...

Adoctorcameoutastheybothrantotohim...

Samkelo:pleasetellmethatmyhusbandisok

Dr:honestlyspeakingMrsDlomoyourhusbandis



hangingonathreaditisnotlookinggoodatall

Samkelo:(blinked)doctorwhatareyousaying?

Dr:wemanagedtoremovethegearoutofhischest

butithitthevitalorgansreallyhardandbyvital

organimeantheheart

Samkelo:(coveredhermouth)imigoingtolosemy

husband?

Dr:wearedoingallwecantosavehimallyoucan

doisprayforhimatthismoment

Samkelo:no,Sbucan'tleavemeandourchildalone,

Sbu!

Dr:ma'ampleasetrytostaycalm

Samkelo:iwantmyhusband,iwantmyhusband!

ShesaidrunningtothedoorasBonganigrabbed

herbeforeshecouldgoanywhere...

Samkelo:Sbu!



SheburstintotearstryingtogetBonganitoletgo

ofherwhilethedoctorleftthem...

Bongani:Sammypleasecalmdown

Samkelo:(fellonherkneescrying)ican'tlosemy

husband,ican't!

Bongani:Sbuwillfighthiswaytogoodhealth

pleasetrustme

ShecriedhereyesoutonthefloorwhileBongani's

phonerang...

Bongani:hello?

Dr:youarespeakingtoZanele'sdoctor

Bongani:ok?

Dr:siryourwifewasshotanhourago

Bongani:what!?



Dr:yessirwehavemanagedtotakeoutthebullet

butshe'sstillunconscious

Bongani:(swallowed)doyouknowwhodidthis?

Dr:unfortunatelywedon'tsirthepersondidagood

jobbyavoidingthecameras

Bongani:ohokthanksforlettingmeknow(they

hungup)

Samkelo:(sniffed)whoisit?

Bongani:thehospitalZanele'sintheysayshewas

shotanhourago

Samkelo:oh(sheswallowed)

Bongani:comelet'sgo.Ourlivesarejustamessif

it'snotprisoncellsit'shospitals.Ah

HesaidleadingthewayoutwhileSamkelocame

behindhimshakingherhead.

BackatthePoliceStation...



Molaosmiledcomingoutoftheboardroom

pressinghisphonewhileBontlemadeherwayto

theofficesside.Herphonerangasshesighedand

lookedforitinherbagwhilewalkingonlytobump

intoMolaowhodroppedhisphone...

Bontle:ohmywordimsosorrysir

Molao:it'sok

Bontle:isitbroken?

Molao:thescreenprotectoryes

Bontle:pleaseallowmetofixit

Molao:(smiled)noit'sreallyfineiwillfixitma'am

Bontle:(smiled)butimtheonewhodidn'tlook

whereiwasgoingsolet'snotargueplease

Molao:ma'amyouneedtoansweryourringing

phone

Bontle:(checkedwhoitwas)it'snotimportant.So

whatdoyousay?



Molao:oktoavoidthebackforthiwillletyoufixit

Bontle:thankyou.MynameisBontlebytheway

Molao:okBontle"bytheway"(theychuckled)im

colonelMolao

Bontle:ohthemanimlookingfor

Molao:oh,why?

Bontle:improsecutorNdaba'sdaughtershehasleft

meinchargeofhercasessoimheretoseeyou

aboutalltheevidenceyouhaveconcerningZanele

Jola'scase.Shesentyouanemail

Molao:ohokihaven'tcheckedmymailsyet.Im

onlyresumingworktomorrowwecangotomy

houseifyoudon'tmind,everythingisthere

Bontle:idon'tmindsir

Molao:youwillfollowmethen

Bontle:noproblem

Heletherleadthewayoutasshesmiledand

flippedherhairandfixedherhandbagwhileMolao



smiledlookingatherandshookhishead.A

massiveresemblanceofhermothershewasashe

saidtohimself.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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AttheJola's...

Bonganiquietlyhadhisdrinksittingonthekitchen

stoolwhilebrowsingonhisphonewhileSamkelo

quietlycutthevegetableswithbabySisanda

playingwithhertoysonhermatinthelounge.



Bonganiscoffedatamemeandtookasipbut

frownedatazonedoutSamkelowhowasslowly

cuttingacarrot.Helookeddownattheknifetosee

howfaritwasfromherfingerandlookedupather

againandbangedhisglassonthekitchencounter

startlingSamkelo...

Bongani:youwanttocutyourfingernow?

Samkelo:(sighed)imsorry

Bongani:areyouokSamkelo?

Samkelo:honestly,imnot

Bongani:stopcookingiwillfinishup

Samkelo:noit'sokineedthedistraction

Bongani:wellidon'tseeithelpingbecauseyoujust

zonedout

Samkelo:don'tworryiwillbeok

Bongani:ifit'saboutSbujusttrytokeepapositive

mind.Iknowaheartisaveryvitalhumanorganbut

Sbuisafighterhewillsurvivethis



Samkelo:(sighed)imnotreadytobeawidow

Bongani:andyouarenotgoingtobeone.

RememberSisandaalsoneedsyourattention

Sammysoonyouwillbeneglectingher

Samkelo:wouldyoublamemethough?

Bongani:youshouldn'tcarryalltheweightalone

Sammy

Samkelo:butifeelalonerightnow.Mybestfriend

andmyhusbandarebothfightingfortheirlives

Bongani:youhaveyoursisterandyouhaveme

Samkelo:youhaveyourownproblemsBongsi

don'twanttoburdenyou

Bongani:wellifitmeanscarryingmorethani

shouldjusttomakesurethatSbufindsyouand

babySisaingoodhealthiwilldoso

Samkelo:(sighs)thanks

Bongani:it'snobiggie.WherewasSbufromthough,

didthepolicetellyou?

Samkelo:(clearedherthroatturningtothestove)



theydidn'ttellmewherehewasfrombuttheysaid

hewasdrunk

Bongani:ohokarethereanyfatalitiesintheother

car?

Samkelo:thewifetothemanwhowasdrivingdid

notmakeit.

Bongani:(sighed)that'sbadhe'sgoingtofinda

chargewhenhecomesoutofthehospital

Samkelo:that'swhatworriesmeBongsmy

husbandmightgotojail

Bongani:butwhywouldSbudrinksomuchwhatis

itthathe'skeepingfromus?

Samkelo:(clearedherthroat)ihonestlydon'tknow

Bongani:andhewasallweirdyesterdaywhenhe

gotherethethingshesaidwerejustweird.It

soundedasifhewantedtotellmesomethingare

yousureyoudon'tknow?

Samkelo:Bonganiijusttoldyouthatidon'tknow

anythingcanyoupleasegivemeabreak

Bongani:yoh,imsorry



Samkelo:(sighed)noimsorryididn'tmeantosnap

atyou

Bongani:it'sokletmegoplaywithbabySisa

Samkelo:wantmoreofyourscotch?

Bongani:noimgoodthisglasswillbemylast

Samkelo:ok.WhendidtheysaywecanseeZanele?

Bongani:tomorrow

Samkelo:ohok

ShesaidopeningthefridgewhileBonganiwentto

thelounge...

Samkelo:(muttered)Sbuhowcanyoudothis

though?

Shesighedtakingthemeatoutofthemarinadeand

putitinthegriller.



AtMolao'shouse...

HeopenedthedoorandaskedBontletogoinfirst...

Bontle:thankyou

Molao:you'rewelcomepleasegrabaseat.Would

youlikesomethingtodrink?

Bontle:waterwillbefineplease.Purifiedplease

Molao:okcomingrightup

HewenttothekitchenwhileBontlelookedaround

admiringthecosylittleloungehehad...

Molao:thereyougo

Bontle:thankyousomuch

Molao:iwouldliketogochangeintolighterclothes

ifyoudon'tmind

Bontle:it'snotaproblemiwilljustgothroughthis



file

Molao:cool

HeheadedtothebedroomwhileBontle'sphone

reportedanotificationandshefrowned...

Bontle:Tinder?Me?Heebathongandsomeone

swipedrightformeyoh(itrang)Tshepi?

Tshephang:heybabedidyougetthenotification?

Bontle:(checkedthecoast)didyoujustsignmeup

inadatingapp?

Tshephang:youneedamanBontlecomeon

Bontle:butnotlikethisyoufoolwho'sthisperson

even

Tshephang:idon'tknowbuthisprofileisof

someonewho'ssuitableforyou

Bontle:youbettertakethatprofiledownimnot

goingonablinddatewithanyoneplusimbusy



Tshephang:youneedtohavefuncomeon

Bontle:youknowwhatTshephangyouare...(the

bedroomdooropened)lookwewilltalklaterbye

ShehungupandchuckledwhileMolaocamein

sweatpantsandavest.Bontlelookedathisfeet

andwentupwithhisbodyandswallowed...

Molao:(scoffed)areyouok?

Bontle:me?(Clearedherthroat)yeahiamthatwas

mysisterbeingsillyasusual

Molao:Tshephang?

Bontle:youknowher?

Molao:sheworkswithAnneVanLeesburgright?

Bontle:(smiled)yesshedoes

Molao:(satnexttoher)yeahidotheyaretheones

whogotusthiswholeevidenceagainstZaneleJola.

Hereiswhen...



Bontlesecretlycheckedhisarmsandwentdown

withhisbodyagain.Whatabeautifulmanhewas

becauseshehadneverseenamanwithbeautiful

feetandhandslikehisanditlookedlikehedoes

malemenicure...

Bontle:doyoudomalemanicure?

Molao:(frowned)huh?

Bontle:ohnonoimsorrythatcameoutwrong

Molao:(chuckled)it'sok.Yesido

Bontle:(muttered)aneatmanyouare

Molao:pardon?

Bontle:(clearedherthroat)imeanZaneleisonehell

ofawoman

Molao:(chuckled)youcansaythatagain

BontletookthewaterbottleanddowneditasMolao



frownedlookingather...

Molao:areyouok?

Bontle:yeahiam

Molao:areyousure

Bontle:(smiledtuckingherhairbehindherear)yes

colonelcanwepleasegetbacktowork

Shesaidmovingforwardtothecoffeetablewhile

Molaomovedbackabitandsmiledlookingather.

Hesniffedandscoffedpayingattentiontowhatshe

wassaying.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

InCourtroom1...

BontlescribbledonherpadwhileXabaandMolao



chat.OntheothersideMgqobiscribbledonhispad

aswellasZinosatnexttoherandbehindthemsat

BonganiandSamkelowithotherpeople...

Officer:allrise!

Thelawyersclosedtheirpadsandstoodupfixing

theirgownsasthejudgemadehiswayin...

Judge:youmaybeseated(theyalldidasheputhis

glassesdown)todaymarksjudgementand

sentencingofMsZinokuhleTombale.Mayihave

theaccusedonherfeetplease(shestoodup)this

countryfightscrimedayinanddayout.Thecourt

housegetscaseslikethisoneyearinandyearout.

Caseswherebysomeonehaskilledanotherperson

fortheirownadvantage.Somevictimsgetthe

justicetheydeservebutsomedon'titallgoesdown

tohoweachrepresentativepresentedtheircaseor

theykindofprooftheyhave.Hasthestateprovided

enoughprooftoprovethatMsTombaleisguiltyof



thischargeorhasthedefendantprovidedmore

substantialprooftoproveMsTombale'sinnocence?

Withallthestatementsandtestimoniesboth

partiesbroughtforththecourt,finds,MsZinokuhle

Tombale,(sheclosedhereyeswithherheaddown)

guiltyofmurder.(Mgqobisighedaswellas

Zinokuhle)notonlydoesthecourtfindMsTombale

guiltyofmurderbutguiltyofthreateningafellow

citizentryingtomakethemkeepinformationfrom

thepolice

Theboy'sfamily:yes!

Judge:(hitthegavel)settledownplease.Forthose

twoaccountsMsTombaleyouaresentencedto25

yearsofimprisonmentwithpossibleparoleafter5

yearsgivenyouareongoodbehaviour.Youmaysit

Shesighedtakingherseatwhilethefamily

celebrated...

Judge:imnotyetdone.MayihaveMsKhozaon

herfeetplease(shestoodup)MsKhozathiscourt



alsofindsyouguiltyofbeinganaccompliceto

murderanditsentencesyouto10yearssuspended

sentenceinwhichthefirst5youaregoingtospend

doingpublicservice.Thismeansfromhereonuntil

the5yearsperiodendsyouwillbereportingtoyour

nearestpolicestationMondaytoFriday.Doyou

understand?

Lady:yessir

Judge:good.Failuretodosoyouwillbesent

straighttoprisonwithnoremorse.Withthatsaid,

courtisadjourned(hehitthegavel)

Officer:allrise!

Theystoodupashemadehiswayout...

Bongani:imsosorry

Zino:(sighed)it'sok

Samkelo:whathappenedtoyourdreads?

Zino:Diannehappenedbutdon'tworryisortedher



out

Samkelo:Zinoyoubetterbehavewewantyououtin

5yearsorless

Zino:butihavetodefendmyself

Bongani:weknowbutSamkeloisright

Zino:iwilltry.PleasesayhitoZaneleforme

Bongani:wewillandweshallseeyousoonwhen

ourcasestarts

Zino:yohimtiredofcourt

Bongani:iknowbutwehavenochoice

Zino:seeyousoonguys

Shesaidwithasmileastheprisonofficials

escortedheroutwhileBonganiandSamkeloquietly

lookedather...

Mgqobi:imsorryguys

Bongani:wefought.Shewasguiltyanyway



Mgqobi:yeahlet'shopeshecomesoutin5yearsor

less

Bongani:yeah

TheyheadedoutwhileoutsideBontlechuckled

gettingoffthephonewithhermother...

Molao:ibelieveshe'shappyneh?

Bontle:thata(alot)ohsorryiforgotyouareZulu

Molao:bathongimSotho

Bontle:ohokmybadandiseeyoufixedyourphone

Molao:thankyouonceagain

Bontle:it'snotaproblem.Weshouldgetgoing

Molao:yeah

Theytriedtomakewaytotheircarsonlytobump

intooneanotheragainandlaughed...



Molao:what'swrongwithus

Bontle:youcanaskthatagain

TheylaughedgettingintheircarsasXabacame

running.Bontlecarefullyreversedoutofherparking

whileMolaocheckedheroutthroughthemirror...

Xaba:heebathongcolonelunlockforme

Molao:oh,sorryididn'tseeyouthere

Xaba:where'sdetectiveLerato?

Molao:(stillcheckingBontle'scarout)she'sbusy

withthecommissioner'sissue

Xaba:okthenstartthecarsowemaygo(hekept

quietlookinginthemirror)colonel?

Molao:huh?What?

Xaba:(laughed)let'sgoandyouknowyouwillhave

totakealoantoaffordthecarshe'sdriving

Molao:mxmstopbeingsilly



Theylaughedashedroveout.

InCourtroom2...

Anofficerorderedeveryonetostandontheirfeetas

Zulustoodaloneontheothersidewhileonthe

othersideNomayezastoodwithMgqobiandher

familybehindher...

Judge:youmaybeseated(theyalldid)MrThemba

ZuluandMrsNomayezaZuluyouareofficially

divorced.Thefollowingarethetermsofyour

divorce.1.MrZuluyouaregoingtogiveuphalfof

yoursharesinallcompaniesthatyouhaveshares

intoMsNomayeza.2.Allthedomesticanimalsyou

havewillbedividedbetweenthetwoofyousince

youbothdon'thavechildren.3.Giventhefactthat

MsNomayezahasnohouseinhernameandalso

thatyoumadehersellherhouseyouaretogiveher



thehouseyouownnow...

Zulu:butyourhonour...

Judge:imnotyetdone(heswallowedkeepingquiet)

good.4.MrZuluyouareexpectedtocontinue

financingMsNomayeza'slifestyleandpayallher

policiesuntilshedepartsthisworld.Thatwillbeall.

WhatdidyouwanttosayMrZulu

Zulu:mywifeandkidsstayinthehouseyouwant

metogivethiswoman

Judge:thatisnotmyproblemisn'tyouchosetolie

toMsNomayeza?Yesandonethingiforgotto

mentionisthatwhoeverisstayinginthathouse

shouldvacateitwithinthenext3daysfailuretodo

sotheywillbeapprehendedfortrespassing.Court

isadjourned

Hehitthegavelaseveryonestoodupwithhim

makinghiswayout...

Mgqobi:(smiled)ihopeyouarehappynow



Nomayeza:finallyhegetswhathedeserves

Nombulelo:there'smorecomingyourwaywena

Zulundini

SheclickedhertongueasZulumadehiswayout

escortedbytheprisonofficials...

Nomayeza:thiscallsforacelebration

Bongani:countmeoutijustwanttorest

Nomvula:comeonBongs

Bongani:immentally,emotionallyandphysically

tirediwouldbeaborehonestly

Nombulelo:ohwellsuityourselfthen

Theychuckledmakingtheirwayoutfollowedby

Samkelo,BonganiandMgqobi.

InPrison...



WitheveryoneoutinthefieldZinodecidedtojust

layonherbunkandreadabook.Shefrowned

hearingfootstepsgoinhercellasshemovedher

novelfromhereyesandsighed...

Zino:ifyouaresentbyDiannethenyouchosethe

wrongdayimnotinamoodforthrowingfists

Dinky:mynameisDinky

Zino:okhiDinkybyeDinky

Dinky:wesawhowyoustoodupforyourself

yesterday

Zino:yeahwellihadnochoicenowcanireadmy

bookinpeace?

Thewellbuilttallladieslookedatoneanotheras

Dinkyscoffed...

Dinky:werunthisprison



Zino:ohoknicetoknow

Dinky:andyouareZanele'ssister

Zinofrownedbehindherbookandslowlyputit

downsittingup...

Zino:howdoyouknowmysister?

Dinky:(chuckled)oneofthemostfearedslayqueen

inourschoolyears

Zino:oh?

Dinky:shegotinalotoftroublebutshealways

foundawayout.Verysmartbutnotallthetime

Zino:isee

Dinky:miss"theydon'tcallmeumcgwabifor

nothing"

Zino:(frowned)oknowyougotmyattention

Dinky:comelet'stakeawalk

Zino:(smiled)okithinkimgoingtoenjoythewalk.



(Jumpedoffthebed)youneedtotellmeeverything

youknowabouthertheniwilltrustyou

Dinky:whensomeonestepsinherterritoryshe

wouldsay"packyourtoybagsandleave,mamais

backintown"

TheyalllaughedheadingoutwithZinobeingthe

onlyshortoneinthemiddleofthem.

THATAFTERNOON

Atarestaurant...

Bontlemadeherwayinandfrownedlookingaround

asMolaowavedather.Shesmiledandmadeher

waytothetableashepulledoutachairforher...

Molao:ihopeididn'tdisturbyourbusyschedule



Bontle:notatall.Ihopeididn'tkeepyouwaitingfor

long

Molao:noijustgothere5minutesago

Bontle:ohok.Ishouldsaythoughiwassurprised

whenyouaskedmetomeetyouforlunch

Molao:wellifeellikethereareafewthingsweneed

tosharpenwiththiscase.Iwantustogointhere

gunsblazing

Bontle:youreallyloveyourjobdon'tyou

Molao:morethananything

Theylaughedasawaitercameandtooktheir

orders...

Molao:beforewegetdowntobusinesshowoldare

youagain?

Bontle:32why?

Molao:(smiled)ijustwantedtoknow



Bontle:onethingyoushouldknowisthatyou

shouldneveraskaladytheirage

Molao:oopsmybad,neveragain

TheylaughedasBontle'sphonereporteda

notification...

Bontle:bathongTshephang

Molao:whatisit?

Bontle:nomysistersignedmeuponthisdating

appwithasillyname"BforBeautiful"butiasked

hertotakedowntheaccountbecauseimnotgoing

tofindamaninthatmannerbutmoguyisbusy

textingme"whenarewemeetingwhenarewe

meeting"likebruhcan'tyougetthemessagethat

imnotinterested

Molao:soyouaresingle?

Bontle:yeah

Molao:isee



Bontle:andyourself?

Molao:iminarelationship

Bontle:(dissapointed)ohok

Molao:yeah.Haveyoudatedbefore

Bontle:iwouldrathernotgetintoit

Molao:ohokimsorry

Bontle:itsok.Sowho'stheluckylady?

Molao:mycolleague

Bontle:ohiseeok.She'saluckylady

Molao:youaresayingthatforthesecondtime

Bontle:wellimeanit

Molao:whydoyousayso?

Bontle:(chuckled)let'snotgothereplease

Molao:wearenotatworksofeelfree

Bontle:wellyouareagoodlookingmantostart

with,neat,smart,dedicated,responsibleandonthe

goodsideofthelaw



Molao:(laughed)iexpectedthelastone

Bontle:wellthat'swhateverylawyerlooksatbefore

anythingiftheyareinterestedinsomeone(cleared

herthroat)thatcameoutwrongimnotsayingim

interestedinyouitsjustthati...

Molao:it'sokBdon'tworryigotyou

Bontle:(sighedsmiling)youknowwhat,canwetalk

aboutsomethingelse

Molao:butyouhaven'taskedmewhatithinkthe

guysnotpersuingyouaremissingouton

Bontle:bathongwenacolonel

Molao:(laughed)imjoking.Thefoodiscoming

Theylaughedasthewaiterservedthem.Meanwhile

atthepolicestationLeratowentintoMolao'soffice

withahugesmiledonherfacebutitvarnishedas

shefoundnoone.Shecalledhimbutitjustrang

unansweredasshemadeherwaytoheroffice...



Lerato:ohyouarehere

Xaba:yeah

Lerato:haveyouseenColonel?

Xaba:heleftafewminutesago

Lerato:didhesaywherehewasgoing?

Xaba:no

Lerato:ohthat'sunlikehimbutanyway.Guesswhat

Xaba:pleasetellmetheministergotridofthe

corruptministerandhistroupe

Lerato:ohyesandtheywillbefacingthewrathof

thelawsoon

Xaba:ohwowthat'samazingthisisgoodnews

Lerato:unfortunatelyyourcolonelisnothereto

celebratewithusanyway.Let'sgohavesomehot

food

Xaba:ohimupforit

Lerato:awesome

Xaba:waitseimtryingtogetthisothergirl's



attentiononthisdatingappbutshekeepsblue

tickingmymessagesbutsheswipedrightforme

too

Lerato:datingappXabaareyouthatdesperate?

Xaba:ineedtogetlaidLerato

Lerato:ohmywordTMIXabaTMI(theylaughed)

what'shername?

Xaba:"BforBeautiful"

Lerato:kecatfishyekaleyonto(leaveheraloneman)

Xaba:youneverknowmaybeshe'smysoulmate

Lerato:yeahright.Comelet'sgo

Theylaughedasheclosedthefilehewasworking

onastheylockedtheofficeandwenttothelocal

shisanyama.

AtKennedy'shouse...



Heclickedhistonguegettingoffthephonewithhis

informat...

Kennedy:dammitLeratooneofthesedaysimgoing

to...(hisphonerangagain)ohwowjustwow

(sighedandanswered)SamkeloDlomowhatdoyou

want?

Samkelo:it'stimetodigupyourfather'sbodyand

tellyourfamilythetruth

Kennedystoodupashisheartskippedabeatwitha

hugelumpstuckonhisthroat.

^

^

^

^

^

.....
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Kennedy:excuseme?

Samkelo:youthoughtiwasjokingwhenisaidi

coulddoabetteejobthanZanele?(Scoffed)yes

Kennedyiknoweverydetailaboutyourfather

Kennedy:youknownothingaboutmyfamily

Samkelo:(scoffed)yeahright.Sowhatareyou

saying?

Kennedy:ifyouthinkimgoingtotrembletoyour

namethenyouhaveanotherthingcoming

Samkelo:whatotherthingcoming?Killmemaybe?

(Chuckled)trustmeitwon'tbethateasy

Kennedy:whatdoyouknowaboutmyfamily?

Samkelo:ohnowhewantstoknow(scoffed)let's

justsayyouareplanningtobetheonlySeboko

remaining.Wouldibewrongifisaidyoursister

wasnextontheline?(Heswallowed)sir?



Kennedy:seeyouknownothingyouthinkyouknow

something

Samkelo:keeptellingyourselfthat.Iknowyouput

yourwholefamilyinpoliciestobeabletocashin

ontheirpassingandenrichyourselfmore

Kennedy:shutup

Samkelo:what'sitgoingtobeMrSeboko?Dowe

tellyourfamilywhatexactlyhappenedtoMr

Sebokoseniororareyougoingtodowhatiwant

youtodo?

Kennedy:Samkeloidon'tknowwhatyouareon

about

Samkelo:ummm,doyouforgetthatyoursisterisa

detectivethattakesherjobseriously?

Kennedy:so?

Samkelo:idon'tknowmaybewemightendup

goingoutforacupofcoffeeandhaveachat

Kennedy:soyouareseriouslygoingtoplayatthis

Samkelo:imeanit



Kennedy:whydoyouwantmetoleavethecountry?

Mylifeishere

Samkelo:yeahrightalifeyoubuiltoutofyour

father'shardearnedmoneyafterrobbinghiswife

andotherchildren

Kennedy:Samkelo...

Samkelo:imnotplayinggameswithyouhere

Kennedy

Kennedy:iseeyoudon'tmindseeingyourfriendgo

downforallthethingsshedidtotheJola's

Samkelo:(smiled)that'srightigotyouwherei

wanted.Youjustconfirmedeverything(hecleared

histhroatandsniffed)ifyouthinkimgoingtotake

thislyingdownthenyoubetterthinkagain.Maythe

bestmanorwomanwin(shehunguponhim)

Kennedy:nowait,Sam...(threwthephoneonthe

couch)dammit!Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!Howdidthis

bitchgettothisinformation.(Startedpacingaround)

imadesurethatnoonegetstothisinformation

howdidshe?(Sighedandscoffed)iguessi

underestimatedthebitchdammitKennedy



HegrabbedhisphoneagainwhileattheJola's

SamkelopacedaroundwaitingforLeratotoanswer

hercall...

Lerato:DetectiveSebokohello?

Samkelo:hidetectiveyouarespeakingtoSamkelo

Dlomo

Lerato:helloMsDlomo

Samkelo:itsMrsnotMsbutanyway...

Lerato:pardonme

Samkelo:it'sok.Howisyourdaylookingtomorrow

Detective?

Lerato:imonlyfreearoundlunchwhy?

Samkelo:iwouldliketomeetupwithyoudetective

andlunchtimesoundsperfect

Lerato:doyouwanttoreportsomething?

Samkelo:let'sjustsayyouwillfindoutwhenweget



there.HowdoesK-zonerestaurantsound?

Lerato:(frowned)it'sinSandtonandimin

Thembisa

Samkelo:iknowicancomepickyouupifyoudon't

mind

Lerato:it'snotaproblemiwilldrivemyself

Samkelo:oklunchtimeK-zonerestaurantright?

Lerato:yesMrsDlomo

Samkelo:thankyou,bye

Lerato:byedear

TheyhungupasLeratofrownedlookingather

phoneandscoffedgoingbacktoherchatwithXaba.

AtMandla'shotel...

Khethiweknockedonceandopenedthedooras

Mandlafrownedlookingather...



Mandla:MrsZulu?

Khethiwe:ohyouknowme

Sheputherbagonthedeskcatchingherbreath

andpointedathim...

Khethiwe:youoweme

Mandla:(confused)what?

Khethiwe:doyouhavewaxinyourears?

Mandla:no

Khethiwe:ekethenyouheardme.(Openedher

hand)bringmyboybring

Mandla:whatdoioweyouandwhatshouldibring?

Khethiwe:ohsoyouwantmetoremindyou?Okmy

boy,1yousleepwithmy19yearolddaughterwho

inmyeyesisstillaminorand2shetellsyou

somethingconfidentialandyoufafazaitaround



uyiniwena,areyouagossipmonger?

Mandla:(scoffed)wowok.Sowhatexactlydidshe

tellmethat'sconfidential?

Khethiwe:weejesu,stopactingdump

Mandla:imnotactingdumpimconfused

Khethiwe:shetoldyouaboutheruncleandiand

whatdidyoudo?Youwenttotellyourfriendsothat

itcouldworkonhismother'sfavourwhenshe

divorcesthatuselessman

Mandla:ohnowthathe'sinprisonhe'suseless

(chuckled)typical

Khethiwe:(frowned)ungathitypicaltomeyouare

insultingme

Mandla:withallduerespectMrsZuluyoucan't

throwyourselfinmyofficelikethisandtellmethat

ioweyou.Ioweyounothingsopleaseleave

Khethiwe:boyboyyoudon'twanttodothiswithme,

iwillreapyouapart

Mandla:(openedafile)imusedtothatandim

alreadyimmunesobemyguestandjointheque



Khethiwe:MandlaJele

Mandla:magrizaifyou...

Khethiwe:magriza!?

Mandla:yes,ifyouaredonecanyoupleaseexcuse

yourselfihaveworktodo.Idon'thaveamanim

tryingtomilkihavetoworkhardsoplease

Khethiwe:soyouaregoingtocontinueinsultingme?

(Scoffed)imgoingtoreportyou

Mandla:(scoffed)idon'tthinkyouwouldwantto

embarrassyourdaughterlikethat

Khethiwe:ohsosiyavumelanaukhuthiyouarean

embarassmenttomanhood

Mandla:okwearegoingwaytoofarnowpleasego

Khethiwe:idon'tevenknowwhatshesawinyou

youarenoteventhathandsome

Mandla:(smiled)soimhandsomebutnot"that"

handsome?

Khethiwe:mxxxm



ShesaidtakingherbagandleftwhileMandla

laughedshakinghishead...

Mandla:opportunists

InNdabaAttorneys...

Bontlesoftlyswungherchairwithasmileonher

facewhileplayingwithapen.Tshephangandher

sonwalkedinandtooktheirseatswhileBontlewas

stilldaydreaming...

Tshephang:wakeup

Bontle:(startled)heebathongTshephangwhendid

yougetinhere.(Smiled)Heybaby

Thechildrantohersideandsatonherlap...



Tshephang:weknockedandwhenyoudidn't

answeridecidedtoopenandhereyouwereday

dreaming

Bontle:reallynow

Tshephang:who'stheman?Tellmeitstheguy

fromthedatingapp

Bontle:ohpleaseTshephangnotevenabitandwhy

doyouthinkit'saman?

Tshephang:onlyamancanmakeagirldaydream.

DoyouknowZynewasaskingmewhenimgetting

himcousinsbecausehisfriendsatschoolalways

tellhimabouttheircousins

Zyne:yesmamawhenareyougettingmeacousin?

Bontle:youshouldfocusonbeingagoodboyat

schoolandforgetaboutcousinsZyne

Tshephang:wellbabyonceauntyBhasachildthen

youwillhaveacousin

Zyne:(lookedupather)whenareyouhavingababy

auntyBmomhastwogrowinginherstomachsoon

wewillbe3(hesaidshowingfourfingers)



Bontle:(laughed)wantsomecandy?

Zyne:yesplease!

Bontle:goodboygogetitinaunty'sbag

HegotoffherlapandrantoherbagwhileBontle

laughed...

Bontle:seealreadyforgottenaboutcousins

Tshephang:youaresomethingelse

Bontle:(sighedsittingback)ithoughtimetmy

princecharminguntilhetoldmehewasina

relationship

Tshephang:(confused)huh?

Bontle:(showedherMolao'sphoto)thisman

Tshephang:notbadlooking

Bontle:comeonsisthismanisbeautifulifyou

couldonlyseehisfeetandhandsgoshimelted

Tshephang:wellimamarriedwomantheonlysexy



maninmyeyesismyhusband.He'sina

relationshipsoforget.Gotoadatewiththetinder

guy

Bontle:Talldarkandhandsome,really?Whatifhe's

notevenhandsome

Tshephang:Bontleobatlamonnakanaobatla

bontle?(Areyoulookingforamanorhisbeauty)

Bontle:idon'twantuglykids.(Smiled)Ifthisone

wasn'tinarelationshipourkidsweregoingtobe

cute

Tshephang:yoursmilethough.Anywaywhatare

youdoingwithamanlivinginThembisa

Bontle:(frowned)howdoyou...ohyouknowhim

Tshephang:ofcourseweworkinthesamefield

andtheyusedourservicesnotsolongago

Bontle:anywayitsnotwherehelivesbutwhathe

hastooffer

Tshephang:Bontlerememberthismanisina

relationshipdon'tgoandgetbetweenpeopleplease

idon'twantdrama



Bontle:(sighedrollinghereyes)iwon'tsiscomeon

whatdoyoutakemefor

Tshephang:good,yourmaniswaitingforyouon

Tinder

Bontle:aesokaleTinderyagagoTshephang(to

hellwithTinder)

Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchup.

AttheZulu's...

AfteropeningforNomayezaLindanitookhisglass

ofjuiceandtookhisseatwhileLindiwecamedown

stairs...

Lindiwe:didyougetyouremailbro?UJhas

acceptedourtransferin

Lindani:yeahidid



Lindiwe:waitwho'scaristhatparking?

Khethiwe:ithinkiheardthegatebell....whatnow?

Lindani:it'sdad'sexwife

Lindiwe:what?

Nomayeza:knockknock

Khethiwe&Lindiwe:comein

Nomayeza:(smiled)ohyouareallhere,good

Khethiwe:whatareyoudoinghereyouwitch

Nomayeza:(scoffedsmiling)gqwigakazimna?(a

witch?)Anywayimheretoletyouguysknowthat

youhave3daystovacatethishousewith

everythingthat'syours

Khethiwe:excuseme!?

Lindiwe:what!?

Nomayeza:youheardme.It'snotmeitsthelawso

dearZulu'syouhave3daystoleave

Khethiwe:youmustbekiddingme

Nomayeza:(gaveheranenvelopesmiling)3days.



Toodles

ShesaidleavingasKhethiwefrownedopeningthe

envelopeandreadthenotice...

Lindiwe:and?(Shegrabbedit)ohno

Lindani:wherearewegoingtogoguys?

Khethiwe:Terrance!Terrance!

Terrance:imhere

Khethiwe:didn'tiaskyoutogetridofthatwitch

looknow,wehavenowheretogo

Terrance:butithoughtyousaidweshould...

Khethiwe:urghforgetityouZulumencanbe

uselesssometimes

Terrance:haibo

KhethiwewentupstairswhileTerrancelookedat

thetwinswhowereasshocked.



AtalocalBar...

Bonganitookasipfromhisvirgincocktailand

browsedthroughhisphoneasKennedydropped

hiskeysonthetablehewassittingonandpulled

outachair...

Kennedy:drinkingvirgincocktailsnow

Bonganilookedatthekeysandslowlyupathim

andsatbackwithaseriousfaceon...

Kennedy:comeonBongscheerup

Bongani:ifyoudon'tmindimhavingsomealone

time

Kennedy:andyouarehangingitinsomedodgy

placewhileihaveasophisticatedplace



Bongani:iwantnothingtodowithyou

Kennedy:iknowyoudon'tmeanthat

Bongani:iactuallydo.Youcomingbackintomylife

broughtalotofpainsothanksbutnothanksnow

leave

Kennedy:Bonganiyouknowiwoulddoanythingfor

you.Imeantitwhenisaidicaredaboutyou(he

triedtotouchhimashemovedhishand)wow

Bongani:Kennedystayawayfrommeandmy

familyyouhavedoneenoughalready

Kennedy:imthestrengthtoyourfamilyBongs

Bongani:what?

Kennedy:yes.Ifonlyyoucanletuscontinuewhere

weleftoffyouwillseewhatimean

Bongani:youaremoredilutionalthatithought.You

ruinedmychildhoodnowyouarebacktoruinmy

adulthoodwhichtookalotformetobuild

Kennedy:ididn'truinyourchildhoodBongs.You

likedit



Bongani:noareyoucrazy?Ifitweren'tforyoui

wouldn'thavesufferedamnesiaandifitweren'tfor

youmymotherinlawandhersisterwouldbealive

rightnowandwewouldn'tbeinallthismess

Kennedy:thosepeopleweregoingtokillyourfamily

BongsandZaneledidagoodjobbygettingtothem

first

Bongani:yeahrightonlythatmycarandphone

wereinthesamelocationastheircarbeforeit

happenedyouareconnivingandihonestlythought

youchanged

Kennedy:Bongscomeon

Bongani:youknowwhatimgoinghomeandyou

betterstayawayfromme.Howdidyouevenknowi

washere?

Kennedy:Bongs...

Bongani:youknowwhatforgetit

HetookoutR400andputitonthetableandclicked

histongueleavingwhileKennedyheavedahuge



sighandrubbedhisface...

Kennedy:wearegoingtobetogetheragainbaby

andifit'snotyouwho'sgoingtomakesureofit

thenyourwifewillhavenochoicebuttobethe

pawn.ImnotgoingtoletthatSamkelogetinmy

wayofsuccess

Hetappedhisfingersonthetableandleft.

THATEVENING

AttheNdaba's...

InashortdressandslippersBontletookherglass

ofjuiceandapacketofSimba'sgoingtothelounge.

Herphonereportedatextmessageasshechuckled

respondingitandchangedthetvchannel.Areply

cameinandshechuckledagainresponding...



Bontle:youaresofunnyMolaoit'slategiveyour

girlfriendattention

Shesaidincreasingthetvvolumeandsippedon

herjuiceasanotificationcamein.Shesighedand

tookthephone...

Bontle:Molaoit's...ohgoshherewegoagaincan't

thistallandhandsomewhatevercatchahike.You

knowwhatletmerespondandgetitoveranddone

with

BB:hi

TDH:finallyyourespond

BB:Ithoughtmaybeyouwouldgetthemessage

TDH:whatmessage?

BB:thatimnotinterested



TDH:butyouswipedright

BB:itwasamistake

TDH:idon'tthinkso

BB:youknowyouareonehellofapersistantguy

andyoudon'tgiveup.Oktheniwillgotoadate

withyou

TDH:that'sallimaskingfor

BB:surejusttellmewhenandwhere

TDH:howdoestomorrowsound?

BB:okyouwillsendlocation

TDH:Thankshaveawonderfulnight

Shejustbluetickedthemessageandsighed

shakingherhead.MeanwhileatMolao'shouse.He

satonthetoiletseatgoingthroughBontle's

resumé...

Molao:wowshe'squitelearnedneh(Lerato



frownedbythedoor)likemotherlikedaughteri

guess

Lerato:babewhoareyoutalkingto?

Molao:(almostdroppedhisphone)me?Noone

Lerato:youhavebeeninthereforquitesometime

imwaitingonyoutocomeandhelpmestudy

Molao:lookslikeiateabone.Ihadalongdayboo

can'tyoustudyalone?

Lerato:butyoupromisedtohelpmelove

Molao:iknowbutimtired

Lerato:(sighed)okthen

Shewenttotheloungetocontinuestudyingwhile

Molaofinishedinthebathroomandwentintobed

stillgoingthroughBontle'sgooglepage.Heclicked

thelinktoherfacebookprofileandsmiledgoing

throughherphotosthensentherafriendrequest

whichwasdeclinedbuthereceivedawhatsapp

text...



Bontle:whyafacebookrequest?

Molao:justwanttobefriends?

Bontle:nothat'smysillyworldyoudon'twanttobe

apartofit

Molao:whatifiwanttobea...(heerased)ohokif

yousayso.Whyareyoustillup?

Bontle:itoldyouonourprevioustextsiwantto

watchmyfavoritetvprogramwhileyouwantedto

talkaboutwork

Molao:whatifijustwantedyourattention

Bontle: that'safunnywayofaskingforit.

Colonel'sarethehardestworkingaren'tyou

supposedtobesnoringbynow? ♀

Molao:ithoughtlawyersarethemosthardworking

Bontle: colonelitslategotobed

Lerato:babedidn'tyousayyouweretiredwhyare

youonyourphone?



Molao:iwasdoingsomethingbabe

Bontle: babe?

Molao:ohsorryitsnotforyou

Lerato:huh?

Molao:what?

Lerato:whoareyoutalkingto?

Bontle:yougotmethere

Molao:youknowwhatiwillmakemyselfastrong

cupofcoffeeandhelpyoustudy

Hesaidputtinghisphonedownnotrespondingand

followedLeratooutwhilebackhomeBontlesighed

andfocusedonthetv.

AttheJola's...

Samkelofrownedhearingthetvspeakingandgot

outofbedonlytofindBonganiwatchingsoccer...



Bongani:didiwakeyou?

Samkelo:noiwasonmyphoneandheardsome

voices

Bongani:okiwillreducethevolume

Samkelo:ican'tsleepsoimightaswellwatchwith

you

Bongani:(scoffed)whatdoyouknowaboutsoccer

yougonnadozeofffirstchance

Samkelo:tryme

Bongani:ohok

Theychuckledasshesatnexttohim.10minutes

intothegameshewasalreadyfailingtokeepher

eyesclosedasBonganisilentlyshookhishead.

Beforeheknewitherheadwasalreadyonhis

shoulderashechuckledlookingather...

Bongani:itoldyou



Hesaidsittingbackandgrabbedoneofthecouch

fleeceandputitoverherwhilehewatchedhis

game.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

^

^

^

^

^
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Samkeloopenedhereyesonthecouchwitha

fleeceoverherandfrownedslowlysittingup...



Samkelo:howdidi?

Shesighedseeingherphoneonthetableandthetv

onbutonlowervolumeandrubbedhereyes...

Samkelo:whattimeisit

Shesaidpressingherphoneandjumpedupgoing

totheguestbedroom...

Samkelo:nanaimsosorryioversleptareyou...

Bongani:(laughed)ouchSisathat'spainful

ShemadehappysoundswhilepullingBongani's

beardashermothersighedbythedoor...

Samkelo:goodmorning

Bongani:(smiled)lookwho'shere



Samkelo:ican'tbelieveioverslept

Bongani:it'sokididn'twanttodisturbyousoilet

yousleeponthecouchandcametosleepwithher

Samkelo:thankyousomuch.Comebabylet's

changeyournappy,bathandfeedyou

Bongani:ihavealreadydonethat

Samkelo:what?

Bongani:iwasonceafathertotwokidsSammyso

iknowthesethings

Samkelo:didyougetthemeasurementsforher

milkcorrectly(shesaidtakingherbottleandtasted)

ofcourseyoudid

Bongani:Sisandaisingoodhandsright?Right

baby?

HesaidticklingherasshelaughedwhileSamkelo

smiled...

Samkelo:thankyousomuch.Ireallyneededthat



sleep.Thepastfewdayshavebeenhectic

Bongani:yeahiknowbutwhatyoucandonowis

getintheshowerthenmakeussomebreakfast

Samkelo:(chuckled)yessiriwillaslongasyou

watchSisaallthetime

Bongani:wearebestbuddiessowhynot

Samkelo:alrightthenletmeshowerquickly

ShesaidgoingintothebathroomwhileBongani

tookthebaby,hermatandherbottleandwentwith

hertothelivingroom.Helaidthematdownandput

onacartoonschannelasifamontholdbabyknew

whatwashappeningbutanywayhelaidherdown

onthematassheplayedwithhertoyswithherfeet

intheair.Amessagereportedonhisphoneashe

sighedandopenedit...

Bongani:ihopethistimeyouareawakeforgood

Zaneleyouneedtogetoutofthathospitalsothat

wecanfaceourdemonsandgetitoveranddone



with

Hesighedputtingthephoneonthecoffeetableand

laidnexttobabySisandaastheyplayedtogether.

AttheZulu's...

Khethiwequietlysetthebreakfasttableasher

twinscamedownthestairsquarellingasusualand

tooktheirseatsfollowedbyTerrance...

Lindani:morningma

Khethiwe:morning

Lindiwe:haibomaitsabeautifuldayoutsideand

youarethissour?Comeontheskyisbluemom

listentothebirdschirping

Khethiwe:yeahtheywillbechirpingonyourheadin

twodayswhenyouwillbesleepingunderabridge



Terrance:haiboKhethi

Khethiwe:(pulledoutachair)noitsthetruth.You

canserveyourselvesandpleasemakesureyoueat

enoughbecauseintwodayswewillbeggingfor

foodinthestreetsandeatingfromdustbins

Lindiwe:nawemamaandbeingextracomeon

Khethiwe:anditsallyourfault

Lindiwe:haibo

Khethiwe:yesifyoudidn'topenyourmouthtothat

oldhagofyourswewouldn'tbeheretoday

Lindiwe:mamacanyoupleasenotblamemefor

this

Lindani:yespleaseLindiwetoldyouthatshe

approachedhimandhesaiditwasn'thimsoplease

ma

Terrance:andifit'shimthattoldhisfriendsit

shouldn'tbeLindiwewhogetsblamedKhethiwe.

Weallsaythingswedon'tmeantosayattimes

Khethiwe:youcan'tsayanythingwithoutthinking

aboutitfirst



Terrance:evenwhenyouarestressed?

Khethiwe:yessoLindiweistoblameandshe

wasn'tevenstressedimiwrong?

Lindiwe:maitslippedoutofmymouthhedidn't

evencommentfurtheronitcomeonnow

Lindani:insteadofarguingaboutwhotoldwhowe

shouldbetryingtofindasolutiontotheproblemwe

arefacedwithnowbecausethelastthingwewant

istobeinthewrongsideofthelaw

Terrance:thankyousonny.Iwasthinkingwe

shouldjustgobackhome

Khethiwe:(laughed)yeahnehandthat'sthebest

solutionyoucouldevercomeupwith?Wow

Terrance:ordoyouhaveanyotherplacetostay

besideshotels?

Khethiwe:ourdivorcecaseisuponMonday

Terrancethere'snohowiwillbeabletocommute

fromDurbantoJohannesburgeveryday.Ordowe

haveaprivatejet?

Terrance:thenwecanstayatahoteluntilthe



divorceisfinalized

Khethiwe:ihatehotelfoodandbythewaymy

childrenhavefoundaplaceinUJthere'snohow

theycanaskfortransfersagain

Lindiwe:fortunatelywehavebeenofferedroomson

campus

Khethiwe:oh?

Lindiwe:yes

Khethiwe:ohoktheniguessthehotelitisthen

Terrance:seethere'snoonewhowillbesleeping

underabridgein2days

Khethiwe:butwillyoubeabletoaffordtwohotel

rooms?

Lindani:wewereaskedtomoveintoourroomsthis

SundaybecauseourclassesresumeonMonday

Terrance:perfect

Khethiwe:ohoktheniguessitssorted

Terrance:andyouforgiveLindiweright?



Khethiwe:nosheruinedourmissionnowwehave

togobackhomewithnothing

Terrance:Khethiwewearegoingtostartanewlife

Khethiwe:soimarriedThembaZulufornothing?

Terrance:itsnotalwaysaboutmaterialKhethiwe

sometimesit'saboutbeinghappyjustbegladthat

youwillbeinabetterplacewithsomeonewho'snot

selfish

Lindiwe:exactlybutwillhecontinuetakingcareof

us?

Terrance:ofcourseyouarehischildren

Lindiwe:ohgreatthen

Terrance:solovedoyouforgiveLindiwe?

Khethiwe:(sighed)yeahisn'tyouguysareganging

uponmenow

Theylaughedassherolledhereyeshavingher

breakfast.



AtNomvula'shouse...

Theysighedfinishingtheirfoodastheirmother

broughtthemtheirmeds...

Nombulelo:whentheysaidyouwillalwaysbeyour

mother'sdaughtertheymeantexactlythis

Nomvula:(laughed)yeahneh

Nomayeza:yeswetheryouare45or60youwill

alwaysbeachildtomeandiwillbethereforyou

nomatterwhat

Nombulelo:butimworriedaboutBongsma.Hehas

beenwaytoodistantoflate

Nomayeza:iknowbabyidon'twanttobepushy

youknowhowhegetswhenyoutrytohelphim

carrytheweight

Nomvula:iwonderhowSammyisdoingthough

theyjusthadababyandthishappens

Nombulelo:howaboutwemakesomefoodand



checkonthemlatermajusttokeepthemcompany.

ImeanSbuisanamazingfriendtoBongsand

Sammyhasbeenthereforusintimesofneedso

theleastwecandoiskeepthemcompany

Nomayeza:butfirstcheckiftheyareupforthat

Nomvula:iwillcallSammy

Nombulelo:iknowthismightsoundabit

insensitivebutithinkitstimeBonganileftZanelehe

shouldsavehimself

Nomayeza:icouldn'tagreewithyoumorebaby

Nomvula:whythough?

Nombulelo:haveyouheardthechargesthatare

waitingforhertoface?

Nomvula:shehasn'tbeenprovenguilty

Nombulelo:yesbutifthepolicearrestyouthat

meanstheyhaveevidenceright?

Nomvula:youguysjustwanttogetridofZanele

Nomayeza:nanaweunderstandthatshehasdone

alotforthisfamilyespeciallyforyoubutthetruthis



thetruthican'thavemysonbeassociatedwith

someonelikeher

Nomvula:theymadevowsguys.Forbetterorfor

worse

Nombulelo:somybrothershouldsufferallbecause

ofsomewords?VowscanbebrokenVula

especiallyifitmeanssavingyourself

Nomvula:thentherewouldn'tbeapointofgetting

marriedifyouknowyouaregoingtobreakyour

vowsatsomepoint.BonganilovesZaneleand

pleasedon'ttryandmakehimturnagainsthiswife

whensheneedshimthemost

Nombulelo:hersisterhasbeenfoundguiltyof

murdersoit'sclearthatZaneleiscapableofitas

well

Nomvula:sothisisyouguyssayingyouwon'tbe

supportingherbythetimeshefacesthejudge?

Nombulelo:yes

Nomayeza:imwiththelawthistimearound

Nomvula:wowmathesamewomanwhohelped



youwithgettingbackatZulu?Lelothesame

womanwhogaveyouaroofoveryourheadwhen

Zulu'sfriendtookourhouse

Nombulelo:ididn'tevenstay2nightsthere

Nomvula:butstillLelo.ZaneleandBongs

supporteduswhenZulushowedushistruecolours

thisisthelittlewecangiveasgratitude.Imeanifit

wasn'tforZinoandZanele'saidwewouldn'thave

beenabletofabricatethosethreatmessageswena

Leloyouwouldbegoingtojailnow

Nombulelo:whatifthecourtsfindsoutthattheyare

notauthenticandthenigotojailyouseetheystill

putmeindanger

Nomvula:andwhatifthecourtfailstoprovethat

theyarefabricatedthenyouwalkfree?Againwe

areusingZanele'slawyerherewhoispaidbywho?

Thesamewomanyouguyswanttoturnyourbacks

oncomeonnowguys

Nombulelo:lookVulayouareallowedtosuppport

Zaneleallyouwantbutwestandbyourword

Nomayeza:VulaisrightthoughLelo



Nombulelo:haiboma?

Nomayeza:yeswearewherewearebecauseof

ZaneleandBonganisolet'snotturnourbackson

herwhensheneedsusthemostandlet'snotmake

Bonganiturnagainsthisvows.Amarriageisaholy

unionfromGodsoifweturnagainstGodwhatwill

webedoingtoourselves?Thinkaboutitmygirl

Nombulelo:imnotchangingmymindimwiththe

lawandthat'sit

Nomvula:wellimnotsurprised,youhavealways

hatedZanelethankyoumaforseeingthelight

Nombulelo:that'sbecauseihaveneverletmyself

beherbootlicker

Nomvula:ohwowsoimabootlicker?

Nomayeza:areyouseriouslygoingtofightnow?

Nomvula:nomaLelocan'tcallmeabootlicker.

Zaneleisapowerfulandstrongwomanonherown.

Sheworkedhardforherwealth,sheearned

everythingshehasnowandjustbecauseilookup

tosuchanesteemedwomanimrediculedtoaboot



lickerwowthat'swhyyouwillalwaysbesomeone's

employee

Nombulelo:excuseme?

Nomayeza:girlsstopit

Nomvula:imenoughwiththisconversationbye

Nombulelo:mxm

Nomvula:nawe

Nomayeza:girls!

NomvulawentoutsidewhileNombuleloclickedher

tonguetakingthetvremote.

THATAFTERNOON

InK-ZoneRestaurant...

SamkelosmiledwavingatLeratowhocame

wearingshortsandanoversizedblousepairedwith



sandals...

Lerato:hi

Samkelo:heyihopeyoudon'tmindthespotichose

Lerato:it'sok,there'salotofpeopleinsideanyway

Samkelo:soyouhatecrowds?

Lerato:notreallyjustdependsonmymood

Samkelo:ohsoyouarenotinthemoodforcrowds

today

Lerato:yeahihavealotofstudyingtodoandthisis

myonlyfreetime

Samkelo:ohthat'sgreatnooneiseveroldfor

education

Lerato:(smiled)indeedbutitsnotthatimold

Samkelo:icantellfromyourskin

Lerato:ohthankyou.SoMrsDlomowhatcanido

foryou?

Samkelo:imabeautytherapistmuchintocosmetic



stuffthat'smakeupandthenittygritty

Lerato:ohok

Samkelo:yeahandmycompanyhasthisnewsetof

makeuptobeputinstoresinaweek'stimesoi

wantedtogiftyouwithawholeset

Lerato:(smiled)ohmywordwhyme?

Samkelo:wellwehavebeendoingasurveyon

womenwholovetakingcareofthemselvesalso

usingourproductsandilovedyou.Youhavea

beautifulskintone

Lerato:awwthankyousomuch.It'salways

shockingtobenoticedbyastrangerandwhenyou

areanofficerofthelawlikemethefirstyouthinkof

is...

Both:catfishing(theylaughed)

Samkelo:iknowhey,iknow

Lerato:butimdelightedtotrythenewsetwelliuse

yourcompany'smakeupitemsanywaysowhynot

Samkelo:that'swhyichoseyoubecauseyour

namepoppedupalotwhenwedidourcustomer



backgroundcheck

Lerato:(smiled)honestlyspeakingyourmakeup

itemsarethebest.Thebrusheslastalongtime.

Thelisptickstaysthewholedaynomatterhow

muchyoueatorlickyourlipsandfoundation,oh

mywordthefoundationisa100/100loveno

sweatingatallandthatstickonsprayaishameke

horenthotsohlearetodo(everythingisamazing)

Samkelo:that'swhyweareoneofthebest

cosmeticcompaniesinthecontinent(theylaughed)

Lerato:thankyousomuchoncemore(screamed

excited)imgoingtoenjoyplayingwiththesebabies

igetanewcaseaswell?

Samkelo:ohyes

Lerato:ohmywordcomehere

TheyhuggedasKennedywentupwithoneofthe

managersandfrozeseeingthem.Samkelowinked

athimandsmiledasLeratoletgoofher...



Lerato:thisisgreat

Samkelo:imgladyouloveit

Kennedy:iwillgetbacktoyou(clearedhisthroat)

ladies

Leratocurvedherlipslookingathimfromdownup...

Kennedy:iseverythingok?

Samkelo:ye...

Lerato:wait,haveyouordered?

Samkelo:notyet

Lerato:goodlet'schangelocationsididn'tknow

somepeoplewerehere

Samkelo:youknowhim?

Lerato:idon'tevenwanttotalkaboutit

Kennedy:aosis...

Samkelo:wellido



Lerato:freeadvice,stayfarfarawayfromhim

Samkelo:oh?

Lerato:yes.Let'sgo

Samkelo:ohok.Ohandwehavealottotalkabout

Lerato:come

ShetookherbagandthemakeupsetasSamkelo

followedher.SheturnedtoKennedyandsmiled

winkingathimagainasheswallowedsittingon

theirtable...

Manager:bosswe...

Kennedy:justgodoyourdamnjob!

Theyoungmanfrownedandscoffedgoingback

insidewhileKennedysighedrubbinghishead...

Kennedy:comeonKennedythinkmanthink



Atarestaurant...

Bontlesteppedoutofhercarinafigurehugging

dressandsentTDHatext.Assoonasshestepped

atthedoorawaitergreetedherandledherwhere

herdatewas.Theybothfrownedsurprised...

Bontle:ohwow

Xaba:youcansaythatagain.(Pulledoutachairfor

her)haveaseatplease

Bontle:thankyouconstableXaba

Xaba:youarewelcomeadvocateNdaba

Bontle:(laughed)imsosorrytolaughbutitsquite

funny

Xaba:idon'tblameyou.Whowouldhavethought

Bontle:Tinderconstable?Withsomanyladies

around?



Xaba:icouldaskthesameaboutyou.Imeanthe

wayyouaregorgeousyoumusthavealotofmen

fightingforyourattention

Bontle:(smiled)gorgeoushesays.Thanksanyway

butit'snotlikethatmostmenareintimidatedto

datelawyersidon'tunderstandwhy

Xaba:youguysaresmartandsharpsosomemen

areintimidatedbythat

Bontle:andyouaren't?

Xaba:honestlyspeakingiprefermywomensmarter

thanibecausetheniknowwearegoingtohavea

wonderfulhome

Bontle:ohwowthat'safirst

Xaba:yeah.SowhyTinder?

Bontle:mytwinsistersignedmeupapparentlyi

needamaninmylifeandmymomisbusyasking

formoregrandchildrenfromme

Xaba:(laughed)ohwowsoyouhavebeensingle?

Bontle:thelasttimeitriedtobeinarelationship

waswheniwas18yearsold



Xaba:(choked)what!?

Bontle:yepbelieveitornot

Xaba:andsorryforaskingbuthowoldareyounow?

Bontle:(smiledtothepoliteness)im32

Xaba:bathongwena,14years?

Bontle:"goodwithmaths"(shesmiledthinkingto

herself)yessir14solidyears

Xaba:wowiwanttoaskwhybutlet'snotgetintoit

now.Whatwouldyouliketoeat?

Bontle:let'scheckthemenu

Xabasmiledshakinghisheadandlookeddownin

themenuwhileBontlesoftlysmiledlookingathim.

Atthehospital...

KennedyopenedthedoorasZanelefrownedseeing

him...



Kennedy:heyyou

Zanele:getout

Kennedy:whyareyoukickingmeoutnow?

Zanele:iwantnothingtodowithyou.Youarea

snakeinthegrass

Kennedy:me?

Zanele:yesyouKennedySebokosogetoutbeforei

pressthisbutton

Kennedy:(smiled)youaresobeautifulwhenangry

Zanele:Kennedyimeanit

Kennedy:alliwantistobehappy

Zanele:happy?Whatyouaredoingmakesyou

happy?Kennedywheredoyouevengetthe

information?

Kennedy:ohiguesstheyalreadytoldyouhuh?

Zanele:Kennedyyoudon'twanttomesswithme

likethat



Kennedy:neitherdoyoubabe

Zanele:babe?

Kennedy:contactyourfriendandtellhertostop

chasingdeath

Zanele:(frowned)what?

Kennedy:andalsofindawayofconvincingyour

husbandtoagreetousbeingtogether

Zanele:what!?

Kennedy:yesiwanttomarryyouZaneleiwantto

beyouandBongs'shusband

Zanele:youaresick

Kennedy:eitheryoudothatorthetruthfindsits

waytotheJola'sdoorstep

Zanele'sheartskippedasshefrownedlookingat

himwhilehesmiledstrokinghisbeard.

^

^



^

^

^
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Zanele:(scoffed)sothisisyouneh?

Kennedy:iloveyouZaneleihavealways...(triedto

touchherarm)

Zanele:(frowned)aifotsekKennedy,evah?(Arewe

clear)fo-tse-k

Kennedy:(chuckled)thisiswhatilikeaboutyou

youalwayswanttowin

Zanele:idon'talwayswanttowin,thisisnoteven

aboutwinningfotsekKennedy

Kennedy:(sighed)Zaneleallimtryingtodohereis

helpyouliveahappylife



Zanele:(scoffed)happylife?Nawe?Soze,iwould

ratherdiethanbehappywhilebeingblackmailed.

Imhappywithmyhusband

Kennedy:wouldyoustopbeinghardheaded!

Zanele:onethingyouarenotgoingtodoisshoutat

medoyouhearme?GoKennedy,goandtell

everyonewhatyouknow,youthinkicare?Idon't

careimaselfmadewomanidon'tneedanyonein

mylife

Kennedy:ohwow

Zanele:comeherethreatnenmewithsomething

thathappenedmanyyearsago(scoffed)veleididit,

idideverythingyouthinkyouknowandimcapable

ofmore

Kennedy:Zanelewearetalkingaboutyourfreedom

here

Zanele:(scoffed)thattimeimcuffedtomyownbed

whatfreedomareyoutalkingabout?Imagonegirl

honeyyoucangotellthemsothattheyaddmore

yearsontopoftheone'siwillbegetting



Kennedy:sojustlikethatyouaregivingup?

Zanele:noimrebuildingsogoKennedyandstop

wastingyourtime

Kennedy:doyouknowthatyourhusbandisgay

Zanele:(chuckled)yeahright

Kennedy:noforrealhe'smorethanreadyforthis

settlementwearejustwaitingonyou

Zanele:Kennedygetout

Kennedy:weknewyouweregoingtobehard

headedsoiaskedhimtoleaveeverythingtome

Zanele:Kennedyisaidgetout

Kennedy:what'syourchoice?

Zanele:readmylipsyoungman.Whatyouhave

beendreamingoforhopingforwillnevercometo

passgoaheadandrevealwhatyouwanttorevealI

DON'TCARE

Kennedylookedatherwithhiseyessquintand

swallowedleaving...



Kennedy:youaremakingthebiggestmistakeof

yourlife

Zanele:hamba

Heclosedthedoorbehindhimwhilebackinside

Zaneleswallowedwithhereyeswanderingaround...

Zanele:dammit,howdidhegetknowofthis?FuckI

needaphone

Shesighedcalmingherselfandtriedtomoveher

leftsidebutnothingwashappeningyet.Inhiscar

Kennedyputthekeyintheignitionandslappedthe

steeringwheelsittingback...

Kennedy:dammititfuckthis!



Attherestaurant...

Xabasettledthebillastheyfinishedtheirdrinks

andleft...

Xaba:caniholdyourbagforyou?

Bontle:(smiled)ohthankyou

Xaba:iwouldliketogetafewthingsfromthe

grocerystoredoyoumindcomingwith?

Bontle:noidon't

Xaba:awesome(theheadedtothestore)sodidyou

enjoyyourafternoon?

Bontle:ishouldsayyouareafunnyguy

Xaba:butthosearerealstories

Bontle:yeahright(theylaughed)imaginerunning

foryourlifetryingtosaveyourselffrombeingeaten

byacrocodile

Xaba:iwasanaughtyyoungboy



Bontle:yeahright.Idon'tbelievethatstory.A

crocodilegetslazytorunespeciallywhenonthe

ground

Xaba:iguessthatonewashungry(theylaughed)

Bontle:soyoustayalone?

Xaba:withmycolleaguebutiminaprocessof

buyingahouse

Bontle:andyouknowwheretogoincaseyouneed

legaladviceright?

Xaba:ohyesaslongasit'sfree

Bontle:(laughed)heelanghowimisupposedtobuy

myownhouseifistartgivingfreebiesnow?

Xaba:lookatitasaformofinvestment

Bontle:(chuckled)yeahright

Xaba:(StartedpickingsomethingsforJason)orimi

lying?

Bontle:whatkindofinvestment?

Xaba:(clearedhisthroatsmiling)bathongyouwant

metospellitoutforyou?



Bontle:imintheonewho'ssupposedtobemaking

youdoalltheguessworkhere

Xaba:yeahright

Bontle:youlovebabythingshey

Xaba:ohnothisisformyson'slunchbox

Bontle:(swallowed)oh

Xaba:yeahihavea3yearsoldsonturningfourthis

comingweek

Bontle:ohok

Xaba:yeah

Bontle:where'shismother?

Xaba:(sighed)myexgirlfriendmurderedher

Bontle:(swallowedasherheartskipped)what?

Xaba:yeahshe'sbehindbarsnowthecaseis

startingsoonandibelieveyouwillbehandlingit

sinceyouareholdingthefortforyourmother

Bontle:oh,isee

Xaba:youneedanything?



Bontle:noimgood

Xaba:ok

TheyheadedtothecashregisterwithBontlequietly

walkingbehindhim.HepickedaPSchocolate

written"you'reawesome"andputitinhisthings.He

paidastheywenttotheparkingandshockingly

therewere2carsbetweenthem...

Xaba:(smiled)theuniverseiscommunicatingyou

see?

Bontle:hhm?

Xaba:imeanweparkedinthesameparking

Bontle:(fakechuckled)ohyeahisee.(Checkedher

watch)anywayineedtogetgoing

Xaba:(frowned)areyouokB?

Bontle:mmh,why?

Xaba:youhavebeenawkwardlyquietsincei

mentionedthatihaveachild



Bontle:(scoffed)comeonyouhardlyfindsomeone

withachildthesedayssoimgood

Xaba:areyousure?

Bontle:oknowimgoingtoflipifyoukeepasking

meifimsure

Xaba:(chuckled)ohnonoidon'twanttoseethat

sideofyou(reachedinhisplastics)thisisforyou

Bontle:oh,that'sthoughtfulofyou.Thankyou

Xaba:themainthingisthemessageonit

Bontle:(lookedatthePS)awwthat'ssosweetof

you.Thanks

Xaba:seeyousoonhey

Bontle:sure

Xaba:canigetahugatleast?

Bontle:yeah,sure

Shesteppedonhertoesasheleaneddownabit

huggingher.Sheclosedhereyestakinginhisscent



butquicklysighedasheclearedhisthroatletting

go...

Xaba:thanksonceagain

Bontle:thepleasureisallmine.Takecare

Xaba:drivesafe

Bontle:youtoo

Shewenttohercarwhilehesmiledlookingather.

Sheflippedherhairassheturnedtohimwhile

openingherdoorandflashedasoftsmilethatleft

Xabasmilinglikeachildwhojustgotcandy.She

droveoutfirstashefollowedher.Whilewaitingfor

theothercartojointheroadshesighedlookingat

thechocolateandscoffed...

Bontle:yeahneh

ShefinallyjoinedtheroadandtookoffwithXaba



goinghiswayaswell.

Atthehospital...

Samkelosmiledopeningthehospitaldooras

Zanelesighedoutofrelief...

Zanele:ohmywordyoudon'tknowhowmuchi

havebeenthinkingofwaystogetholdofyou

Samkelo:(frowned)areyouok?Ibroughtyousome

flowers

Zanele:thankyou.Noimnotok

Samkelo:what'swrongshouldicallanurse?

Zanele:noKennedySebokoSamkeloyouwereright

thisguyisacreep

Samkelo:oh?

Zanele:yesheknowseverything

Samkelo:ok



Zanele:everythingSammyevery-thing

Samkelo:yes

Zanele:yes?

Samkelo:iknowheknows

Zanele:andyou'reonlytellingmenow?

Samkelo:youhavebeengoinginandoutofsurgery

Zanele

Zanele:howdoyouknowheknows?

Samkelo:hetoldme

Zanele:ohthat'showSbusisofoundout?

Samkelo:(swallowed)aboutthat...

Zanele:forgetaboutSbusisohimandiarenot

friendsanyway

Samkelo:excuseme?

Zanele:Sammyweneedtodosomethingabout

Kennedy

Samkelo:noineedtounderstandwhatyoujust

saidaboutSbu.Imsosorryhedidwhathedidbut



there'snoneedforyoutohatehim

Zanele:idon'thateSbuSamkelohejustshowedme

thathe'smoreofBongani'sfriendthanminejustas

youaremoreofmyfriendthanBongani(Samkelo

swallowed)orimilying?

Samkelo:ihatethis

Zanele:wellthelineshavebeendrawnloveareyou

withmeoryourhusband?

Samkelo:youknowiwillalwaysstandbyyoubut...

Zanele:goodsoimgoingtoneedyoutofindagood

PIandfindsomethingonKennedy

Samkelo:(sighed)hekilledhisfatherovermoney

Zanele:(smiled)oh?

Samkelo:yesandhisfamilythinkstheyburiedhim

buttheyburiedanemptycasket

Zanele:youlie,whyandhow?

Samkelo:hedidn'twantthemtofindoutthathe

wasmurderedbecauseitwasgoingtogobackto

him.Soheforgedastatementfromhisfather



sayinghewanteda"closedcasketfuneral"sothey

buriedbricksinsteadofMrSeboko

Zanele:wowsohecomesfromfarwithhis

creepiness.Butwhykillhisfatherformoney?I

meanhebuilthimabarmoss

Samkelo:hefailedtomanageitsotonotcomeasa

failureinfrontofhismotherhedecidedtokillthe

breadwinnerandcashinhispoliciesthenhebuiltK

zoneclubandgymandhishumongoushouseas

well

Zanele:bathonglenamosothoenwa(thisSotho

man)anywaywhydidn'ttheinsurancecompany

askforthewife?She'sthefirstbeneficiarymoss

Samkelo:hefakedherdeathcertificateaswellso

yeahhecashedtwicesayinghisparentsdiedina

caraccident

Zanele:bathongKennedy.Soyouknowwherehe

buriedhim?

Samkelo:no

Zanele:okatleastwehavethatnow.Sowecan



threatnenhimwithit

Samkelo:ihavealreadydonethatiaskedhimto

makeachoicewetherheleavesthecountryordigs

uphisfather'sbodyandtellsthefamilythetruth

Zanele:soyouaregoingtolethimgolikethat?

Samkelo:ofcoursenot.Wetherheleavesornotim

goingtoexposehimthatwaywewillknowhewill

belockedawayforgood

Zanele:(smiled)thisiswhyyouaremyfriend

(sighed)buthe'sgoingtoexposemeaswellso...

Samkelo:no,nomorekillingZaneleyouaregoingto

tellthetruthaswellit'sabouttime

Zanele:what!?

Samkelo:yesZaneleifyouarenotgoingtotellthe

truth...

Zanele:Samkelowhataboutmymarriage?

Samkelo:stopbeingselfishforonce.TheJola's

alsodeservethetruthjustastheSeboko'ssoyou

bettertellitorelseimcuttingyououtofeverything

weowntogether



Zanele:what!?

Samkelo:imserious

Zanele:youofallpeopleSamkelo?Wowwhowould

havethought

Samkelo:takeitasmeshowingmyloveforyouas

yourfriend.ImaginebeingfreefromthisZaneleyou

aregoingtoliveapeacefullife.TelltheJola'sthe

truthletthemhavetheircompanyimeanyouhave

amortuary,cosmeticcompanyandVillaswhat

moredoyouwant?

Zanele:Samkelomyhusband.BonganiJola

Samkelo:timeisagainstyoumylove.It'seitheryou

tellthemorsomebodywillandit'sgoingtobeten

timesworsewhentheyhearitfromsomeone.Alot

ofpeoplehavebeenhurtbythissecretespecially

myself.Myhusband'slifeishangingonathread

becauseofthis.Sisandamightloseherfather

beforeknowinghimsoZaneledotherightthing.I

loveyouandthat'swhyimblockingKennedyfrom

doingit

Zanele:Samkelodoyouknowhowlongiwillbe



lockedup?

Samkelo:againZanele,stopbeingselfish.Ilove

youandwewillonlytalkwhenyouarereadytotell

thetruth.Takecare(sheleft)

Zanele:Sammy,Samk...

SheclosedthedoorbehindherasZanelesighed

withhereyesclosed.Samkelolookedather

throughtheglassonthedoorandswallowed

walkingaway...

Samkelo:justtellthetruthmyfrienditshallsetyou

free.

AtMolao'shouse...

MolaokeptcheckinghisphoneasLeratofrowned

lookingathim...



Lerato:areyouok?

Molao:hhm?

Lerato:youhavebeencheckingyourphoneforthe

past30minutesloveareyouexpectingacall?

Molao:(chuckled)nonoloveimjustcheckingthe

time

Lerato:time?Forawhole30minutes?

Molao:yesisthataproblem

Lerato:wellthat'sweirdifyouaskedme

Molao:howso?

Lerato:youcan'tchecktimeforawhole30minutes

love.Isawyoutypingatext30minutesagoand

sincethenyouhavebeencheckingyourphone

Molao:heebannaareyoukeepingtabsonmenow?

Lerato:noijustwantyoutobehonestwithme

Molao:ohsoimlying?

Lerato:youknowwhat,letitgo

Molao:yespleasebecausethelastthingiwantto



doisfightwithyouoverasillythinglikechecking

timeonmyphone.(Hestoodup)

Lerato:whereareyougoing?

Molao:tothebedroomLeratoshouldicallyou

wheniwanttogointothebathroomaswell?

Lerato:bathong?

Molao:yoh

Hetookhisphoneandheadedtothebedroomwhile

Leratoturnedandfrownedlookingathim.She

scoffedandtookthetvremotechangingthe

channel.

AttheNdaba's...

Bontlesoakedherselfinabubblebathwithsome

eyebagtreatmentpadsonhereyeswithsoftmusic

playingfromthespeakerontheroofing.Herphone

rangasshesighedandtookonepadoff...



Bontle:TshephangWillams

Tshephang:spillthebeansloveleavenodetail

Bontle:bathongTshephangimenjoyingmybubble

bathwenayouareaskingmeforgossip

Tshephang:comeonBontlestopdoingthattome

Bontle:wellhe'saniceman.Handsomeyesand

sexyhisskincolourisamazing

Tshephang:(chuckled)itoldyousisitoldyouso

areyouguysgoingforaseconddate?Andwhat

doeshedo,wheredoeshelive?

Bontle:he'sanofficer,weworktogether.

Tshephang:youlie

Bontle:ConstableXaba

Tshephang:(laughed)areyoubeingseriousright

now?

Bontle:isweartoyou

Tshephang:ohwowok.Soseconddate?



Bontle:imnotsuresis

Tshephang:kagorengBontlemma?(Why)

Bontle:becausesis,hehasachild,adeadbaby

mommaandpsychoexgirlfriend

Tshephang:what'swrongwithsomeonewitha

child?Isit1childormorethan1?

Bontle:sincewhendon'tyouunderstandenglishsis

isaidachildthatmeansit'sonechild.Wellthere's

nothingwrongwithsomeonewhohas1childyou

hardlyfindsomeonewithnonethesedaysbutits

hispsychoexgirlfriendforme.She'stheonewho

killedthebabymamaandican'tbelieveiwillbe

handlingthecase

Tshephang:yes,that'swhereyoushouldmakean

impressionlovemakesuretheexgirlfriendis

lockedawayforgoodsincetheyhavenodeath

penalityhere

Bontle:whatifshesendsherthugsmyway?

Tshephang:youspeakasifwearenothighly

securedBontle



Bontle:thesepeoplehaveawayofdoingthingssis

Tshephang:ohsoyou'dratherbekilledbya

detectivewho'sgoingtomakesureshegetsaway

withmurderingyou?

Bontle:heelangwhendidwegothere?

Tshephang:noijustfeellikeyouarecomingup

withsillyexcusestonotbewithXabajustto

entertainMolao.Bontleidon'twanttoburyyou.

Losingouryoungerbrotherwaspainenough

Bontle:(sighed)youdon'thavetomentionit

Tshephangmmaao.Idon'tknowifiwillgoona

seconddatewiththisguypleaserespectthat

Tshephang:youaredisappointingme

Bontle:ohwow

Tshephang:noforrealsisforreal.Youhavea

chancetobewithanamazingguysopleasedon't

ruinit

Bontle:wewillseeTshephangyoh

Tshephang:youbetterseecorrectly.Enjoyyour

bubblebath



Bontle:wangalajaanong?(Areyougoingtosulk)

Tshephang:nomyhusbandneedsmyattention.

Bontle:ohwowyoucanbepettyyouknowsies

man

TheylaughedhangingupasBontlesighedsitting

comfortablyinherbath.Amessagereportedonher

phoneasshesighedreadingitandsighedagain

puttingthephonedown...

Bontle:youhaveawomanMolaopleasegiveher

theattentionyouaretryingtogiveme(another

messagereported)bathongMo....(she

unexpectedlylaughed)bathongXaba

Shesaidtakingoffbothpadsandrespondedhim.

THATEVENING



AtKennedy'shouse...

Hepouredthe8thglassofwhiskeyanddownedit

scratchinghishead...

Kennedy:youareafailureKennedySebokohow

canyou...(hisphonerang)unknownnumber?

(clearedhisthroat)hello?

Zanele:itsme

Kennedy:youwho?

Zanele:Zanele"umcgwabi"Msomi-Jola(shesmiled)

Kennedy:(frowned)howdidyougetaphoneyou

arenotallowedto...

Zanele:lalelaaphanjandin(listenhereyoubastard)

onethingidon'tminddoing,ismakingsureigetin

thegoodbooksofdetectiveSebokowhohappens

tobeyoursister

Kennedy:(stoodup)Zaneleyou...



Shehunguponhimashesighedandputthephone

down.Hetriedtopouranotherglassbuthis

thoughtsgottohimasheangrilysmashedthe

glassagainstthekitchenwallscreaming...

Kennedy:fuck!

ADAYLATER
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Atthehospital...



Kennedywalkedinwithhishandsinhispockets

andgreetedthereceptionist...

Kennedy:imheretoseeZaneleJola

Lady:youcan'tgoinsir

Kennedy:(frowned)excuseme?

Lady:MrsJolahasbeenofficiallybannedfrom

gettingvisitorsonlythepolice,lawyerandhusband

areallowedtoseeher

Kennedy:areyoukiddingmerightnow?She'ssick

Lady:shehasbeenmovedfromICUtoanormal

roomandshe'sunderpolicecustodyihopenow

youunderstand

Kennedy:nomanthat'sbullimherimmidiatefamily

Lady:KennedySebokoright?

Kennedy:yes

Lady:shealsostatedthatifyoubyanychance



comehereandclaimtobefamilyorwhateverwe

shouldn'tbelieveyousosorryMrSeboko

Kennedy:lookineedto...

Lady:williberequiredtocallsecuritysir?

Kennedy:youknowwhatforgetit.Mxm

HesaidgoingbacktohiscardialingSamkelowhile

thenurserolledhereyes...

Samkelo:it'searlyinthemorningwhatdoyouwant?

Kennedy:soimatoytoyou?

Samkelo:yourtimeisuphaveyousortedoutyour

travellingdocuments?Iontheotherhandhave

solidifiedmyrelationshipwithdetectiveSeboko

Kennedy:Samkelothisisnotajoke

Samkelo:ineverjokewithpeoplewhoaren'tmy

friendssowhat'sitgoingtobe?

Kennedy:howwilliknowthatyouwon'ttellevenifi



go?

Samkelo:iwillgiveyoualltheproofihavesothat

youdestroyit

Kennedy:(scoffed)ohsoyouthinkimgoingto

easilytrustthatyouwilldothat?Comeon

Samkelo:thesamefaithyouhadinallyourplansis

thesamefaithyoushouldhaveonme(scoffed)did

youreallythinkyouweregoingtosucceedwith

blackmailingsuchhighprofilepeopleintoa

polyandrysettlement?Youaresick

Kennedy:youknowwhatbye

Hehunguponherasheclickedhistongueand

sighed...

Kennedy:whatdowedonowKennedyyoucan't

affordtohavethissecretout.(Sighed)idon'twant

todothis,ihonestlyhatehurtinglittleinnocent

soulsbutthisSamkelowomanandherfriendleave

menochoicebutweneedtothinkitthroughfirst



therehastobesomeonewho'sgoingtobeblamed

forit

AtMolao'shouse...

Leratosmiledcheckingherselfoutinthemirrorin

hernewjeans.Shebuttonedhershirtandtuckedit

inandputonhergunandbadge...

Lerato:howdoilook?

Molao:(fixinghistie)ok

Lerato:ok?Lovethisjeanisnew

Molao:yeahso?

Lerato:bathong,so?Can'tyouseeitsitswellon

yourgirl?

Molao:doyougototheofficetoshowoffyour

bodyorworkLerato?

Lerato:youhavenevercomplainedaboutmy



wardrobeandthisishoweveryfemaledetective

goestowork.It'scomfortable.

Molao:sohavingajeanstickonyourskinlikethat

iscomfortableforyou?

Lerato:youknowwhatyouareclearlyinabad

moodandisweareveryoneisgoingtobeinitwith

youtoday.Letmegofixourlunchboxes

Molao:iwillbeoutthewholedaysodon'tmake

anythingforme

Lerato:ohokatleastwewon'thaveanyonebarking

onourfacesthewholeday(shelaughed)

Molao:excuseme?

Lerato:comeonloveitsajoke(heeyedher)yohlet

mego

SheleftwhileMolaosighedtakingoffthetieashe

wasnotwinningwithitandthrewitonthemirror

reachingforhisphone.Hecheckedforany

responsesfromBontlebuttherewasnoneashe

sighedtypinganothermessage.Hestoppedfora



secondandclickedhistongueerasingthewhole

thing...

Molao:youhaveawomandudewhyareyouletting

anewbiegettoyoulikethis(sighed)butshe'sa

nicewomanmxm

Hesaidtakinghistieandgaveitanothertry.

AttheJola's...

Inherformalpants,awhiteshirtandheelsSamkelo

hungherjacketonthebackofthechairandputher

bagsonthetablegoingintothekitchen.She

hummedfixingherselfaquickmealasBongani

cameinhisformalpantsaswellandashirtwithhis

jacketandbagonhisarmsandputthemonthe

table...



Bongani:haibo?

Samkelo:(turned)haibonawewhereareyougoing?

Bongani:work,you?

Samkelo:workihaveameetingwithourbigclients

today

Bongani:ihaveafewmeetingsaswell

Samkelo:who'sgoingtostaywiththebabynow?

Bongani:(laughed)ohsoyouweregoingtocorner

meintobabysitting?

Samkelo:SisalovesyouBongs

Bongani:iknowandilovehertoobutican'tmiss

thesemeetings

Samkelo:(sighed)okiwilltalktomysisterthen

Bongani:ithinkweshouldgetananny

Samkelo:imstillinsecureaboutmychild

Bongani:butyouareabusinesswomanSammy

Samkelo:ihavemysisteriwillpayherinthe

meantime



Bongani:whatifshegetsabetterchancetodo

somethingwithherlife?

Samkelo:(sighed)nowyouaretalking

Bongani:andagainithoughtyouwereonleave

Samkelo:withZaneleawayihavetobephysically

there

Bongani:yeahnehiunderstandbutgivemyideaa

thoughtok

Samkelo:okiwill.Immakingachickenmayo

sandwichwouldyoulikesome?

Bongani:areyoukiddingmethat'smyfavoriteand

gotosandwichsoyesladyiwantsome

Samkelo:(chuckled)goodwhileimakeusthatdo

meafavour?

Bongani:ohwow,reallynow

Samkelo:packSisanda'sbagformeplease

Bongani:whatshouldipack?

Samkelo:youwereonceafathertotwokidsright?

Soyouwouldknow



Bongani:(chuckledgoingtotheroom)wow

Samkelo:thankyouBongs

Bongani:imgoingtogetyou

Samkelo:yeahright

Theylaughedasshegotbusywiththesandwiches

whileBonganigotbusywithpackingafastasleep

Sisanda'sbag.

Atthestation...

Xabaparkedhiscarinhisusualparkingspotand

tookhisbagswhistling.Hisuniformwascleanand

nicelyironedwithhisbootshiningmorethanever.I

swearyou'duseitasamirror,that'showshiningit

was.Helockedthecarandheadedinsidesinging...

"Vulindlelawemamgobozisobanomonanyana

wamutshatilebebesithiunyanawamulixokibebe



sithiangekea'shatevulindlela..."

Helaughedgreetinghiscolleagues...

Officer:Constableyouareinagreatmoodtoday

Xaba:itsabeautifulMondaymypeopleihopeyou

allaregood

Officer:ohyesweare

Hesmiledandclockedinthencontinuedtowhistle

goingtotheiroffice...

Xaba:aaahmylady

Lerato:morningconstanble

Xaba:(smiled)yougood?

Lerato:imgoodhowareyou?

Xaba:ifeelamazing,ifeelontopoftheworld



Lerato:(chuckled)didyoufinallygetlaidbecause

that'stheonlythingthatcangetyouinsucha

mood

Xaba:(laughed)bathongdetectiveitsearlyinthe

morningonaMondayatthat

Lerato:thelasttimeicheckedyouwantedto(they

laughedoutloud)

Xaba:welllet'sjustsayit'ssomethingbetterthan

that

Lerato:ohyeah?

Xaba:yesma'am.Coffee?

Lerato:yespleaseandtellmeeverything,whois

sheandwhatdoesshedowedon'twantamurderer

thistimearound

TheylaughedoutloudasXababoiledthewater

whileoutsideMolaofrownedhearingtheirlaugh

anddecidedtolistenon...



Xaba:letmejustsayshe'sourcolleague

Lerato:Xabayoulie

Xaba:yepandshe'sverybeautifulishouldsay

Lerato:isitthegirlfromaccounts?

Xaba:(laughed)she'snotapoliceofficeryouidiot

Lerato:oh?

Xaba:yesshe'salawyer

Lerato:Xabayoulie.Areyoutalkingaboutwhoi

thinkyouaretalkingabout?

Xaba:ohyes

Lerato:asinthéBontleNdaba?

Xaba:theoneandonlydetective

Lerato:Xabathatladyisdamnbeautifulbruhwhat!?

XabasmiledwhilebythedooroutsideMolao

swallowedshakinghishead...



Lerato:aladythatbeautifulonadatingappwow

Xaba:hersistersignedherupthelasttimeshewas

inarelationshipwas14yearsago

Lerato:(widenedhereyes)Xabayoulie

Xaba:imtellingyou

Lerato:totasmartpeopledon'treallyhavetimefor

thesethingsmostofthetimeandshehonestly

lookslikesomeonewhodoesn'tmessaroundin

court.Sheintimidatesyoujustbylookingatyou

Xaba:youcansaythatagain.Iwasactually...

Molao:arewegoingtoworkorwearegoingto

spendthewholedaygossiping?(Theystoodand

saluted)asyouwere.DetectiveLeratoiexpectalot

fromyou

Lerato:Colonelwearejusthavingcoffeewehaven't

startedworking

Molao:thisiswhypeoplethinkweneverdoourjob.

Xabaiwantyourlastweekreportinanhour

Xaba:oksir



Molao:thisisaworkplacenotwherewetalkabout

girlsdoyouhearme?WenaDetectivewehave

courtlateryoubetterbereadybecauseiwantyour

reportinanhouraswell

Lerato:butcolonelihaveto...

Molao:that'snotmyproblemdowhatijustasked

youtodo

Hesaidleavingwhiletheylookedatoneanother

withtheireyeswidened.Leratostoodupandclosed

thedoorasXabashrughisshoulders...

Lerato:idon'tknowwenamothowasinasour

moodthewholeweekend.Yesterdaywasworse

Xaba:Detectiveareyounotfeedingyourman?

Lerato:wedidn'tdoanythingthewholeweekend.I

triedtotouchhimlastnightyohinearlydied

Xaba:okthat'sweird.Amanwouldneverresist

intercourse(theylaughed)



Lerato:youaresosilly.Let'sstartworking.Carefor

lunch?

Xaba:iwillletyouknowmaybemywomanmight

wantustogoout

Lerato:(smiled)ohwow.Ihaven'tseenyouthis

happy

Xaba:ithoughtthatcriminalwasmyforeverkante

nothere'saperfectonecomingmyway

Theylaughedandstartedworkingwhilecatchingup.

Incourt...

Officer:allrise!

Theyallstoodupasajudgedmadeherwayin.

SeeingitbeingafemalejudgeKhethiwesmiledas

shetookherseatandorderedeveryonetosit

down...



Bailiff:myladyadivorcematterbetweenMr

ThembaZuluandMrsKhethiweZulu

Judge:thankyou.Whofiled?

Bailiff:MrsKhethiweZulumylady

Judge:ok.Thankyou.MrsZulu'sadvocateplease

takeover

Lady:thankyoumyLady.MrsZuluwouldyou

clarifytothecourtwhyyoufiledfordivorce?

Kethiwe:thismanhasbeenawayfromhomefor10

yearsnowandhedecidedtogetmarriedwithout

tellingmenorourchildren

Lady:MrsZuluwhohasbeentakingcareofyour

children?

Khethiwe:ihaveyourworshipwiththehelpof

relatives

Lady:hasanyofhisrelativeshelped?

Khethiwe:yeshisbrotheryourworship

Lady:areyouinanyrelationshipwithhisbrother



MrsZulu?

Khethiwe:wehavegrowncloseyourworship(Brian

frownedshocked)

Lady:canyouelaborateonthatoneMrsZulu

Khethiwe:MrTerranceZuluisalwaysthereforme

andmychildren.Emotionaly,physicallyand

howeverweneedhim

Lady:ifyoudon'tmindmeaskingMrsZuluhave

youhadanyphysicalcontactwithMrZulu'sbrother?

Khethiwe:yesyourworshipitsbeen10yearsnow

Lady:okMrsZulusowho'sgoingtotakecareof

youguyswhenyoudivorcehimbecauseyouare

notworking?

Khethiwe:yourworshiponemistakewedoas

womenisstayinginlovelessmarriagesjustforthe

sakeofbeingtakencareof.Wearehappywherewe

arenowsoijustwanttoletMrZulugoandalsobe

freefromhimsothaticanbewiththepersonwho

deservestobewithmepeacefully

Lady:okthankyouMrsZulu.Myladyifthecourt



permitsiwouldliketoaskMrZuluonequestion

Judge:youmay

Lady:MrZuluhowlonghadyoubeenwithMs

NomayezaJali?

Zulu:(clearedhisthroat)10yearsyourworship

Lady:thankyou.MrsZuluhowlonghaveyoubeen

withMrTerranceZulu?

Khethiwe:4years

Lady:okthankyou.Thatwillbeallyourhonour

Judge:thankyou.AdvocateBrian

Brian:thankyoumyLady.SoMrsZuluyoudon't

denythefactthatyoucheated?

Khethiwe:yesforfouryearsZulucheatedfor10

years

Brian:didyoutellhimaboutthis?

Khethiwe:hashe?

Brian:don'tanswermewithaquestion

Khethiwe:noididn't



Brian:sowhatdoyouexpecttogetawayfromthis

divorce?

Khethiwe:whatideserveasawomanwhowas

marriedtohimforover20yearsincommunityof

propertyatthat

Brian:yetyoucheatedandyouarehappy

Khethiwe:factisweagreedtogeteachother'shalf

ofthingsshouldwedivorceandthismanofyours

isacriminalshoulditellthiscourtwhyMs

NomayezaJalidivorcedhim?

Brian:that'sirrelevant

Judge:iwouldliketoknow

Brian:butmyLady

Judge:Advocateit'snotupfordiscussion

BrianswallowedwhileKhethiwesmiledsippingher

water...

Khethiwe:yourhonourMsNomayezaJalidivorced



thismanbecausehe'sacrookhemarriedhertobe

abletostealherdepartedhusband'scompanywho

happenedtobehisfriend.ThembaZuluisaselfish

andcrookedmanyourhonour

Judge:isthatall?

Khethiwe:andalsobecausehedidn'ttellherthathe

wasmarriedtomeandaboutourkidsthat'sallyour

honour

Judge:(scribbled)thankyouMrsZulu.Anymore

questionsadvocate?

Brian:MrsZuluwhatdidyoudowhenyoufound

outthathemarriedanotherwoman?

Khethiwe:imazuluwomanyourworshipsoididn't

haveaproblemwithit

Brian:andthereasonyouhadnoproblemwithit

wasbecauseyouthoughtMrZuluwasgoingtobe

successfulinrunningthetruckcompanyandthen

staytomilkhimdryuntilyouareabletokickhim

outofthepictureright?

Lady:objectionyourhonour,speculation



Brian:itsnotaspeculationmyladythisisafact.

Whatwasshedoinghereifshewashappywithmy

client'sbrother?MyLadythiswomanisselfishand

allshewantistotaketakeandtakefromMr

ThembaZuluandenjoythefruitswithhisbrother.I

thankyou

Judge:thankyoutobothparties.Thecourtwillgo

throughtheseandcommunicatethedayofthe

finalizationwiththerightcandidates.Courtis

adjourned

Shehitthegavelastheyallstoodupwhileshe

madeherwayout...

Zulu:whatdoyouthink?

Brian:theyreallyplayeditwellbytalkingaboutthe

relationshipbutmylaststatementdidaneffect

trustme

Zulu:itbetter

Brian:justhavefaith



ZulusighedleavingwhileTerranceandKhethiwe

sighed...

Lady:thelaststatementreallykindofruined

everythingbutlet'shavehopethatthejudgewill

ruleinourfavour

Khethiwe:ireallyhopesobecausewereallyhadit

untilhecameforus

Terrance:wewillbeok.Factisyouwillfinalybe

freeofthisman

Theysighedandmadetheirwayoutshakingtheir

heads.

InPrison...

ZinofrownedsittingdowninfrontofMgqobiwho

tookoutacourtorder...



Zino:igetnervouswhenigetavisitfromyou

Mgqobi:youshouldbebecauseyourtrialfor

Semakaleng'smurderisstartingtomorrow

Zino:hawuJesu

Mgqobi:yesZinoandimgoingtoneedyoutobe

honestwithmebecausewiththeevidencethey

havehereitprovesthatitwasmurder

Zino:honestlyspeakingMgqobiitwasamistakei

nevermeanttokillheralliwantedwastotalk

Mgqobi:reallyZino?

Zino:haveieverliedtoyou?

Mgqobi:nobutthere'salwaysafirsttimefor

everythingmylady.Maybeyouarelookingatthe

chargesyouarefacingnowsoyouwanttotryand

playthemistakecard

Zino:butisweartoyouMgqoipulledhertoohard

Mgqobi:butthingsaren'tlookinggoodforyoulove

thefactthatshe'syourex'sbabymama,thefact



thatyouburntherbodyandallherbelongingsare

goingtobethelastnaillovesoiwouldadviceyou

tojustpleadguiltyandsaveeveryonetimeiwon't

chargeyou

Zino:whileiknowididn'tmeanto?

Mgqobi:didyounotburnherbody?

Zino:idid

Mgqobi:didyoucheckherpulseafterthefall?

Zino:ididandtherewasnone

Mgqobi:areyouaqualifiedmedicaldoctor?

Zino:no

Mgqobi:thenhowdidyouknowmaybeitwasfaint?

(Sheswallowed)didyoucontactthepoliceorcall

formedicalhelpaftertheincident?

Zino:no

Mgqobi:whatdidyoudoinstead?(Shesighed)see?

Theyaregoingtotearyouapartincourtsojustdo

asisay

Zino:(sighedrubbinghereyes)howcanibeso



stupid

Mgqobi:ithappensandmaybejustmaybeifyou

pleadguiltythejudgewillhavelittlemercyonyou

Zino:apersondiedhereMgqobinotachicken

Mgqobi:whatcanisay

Zino:iguessihavenochoicethen.Thankyouso

much

Mgqobi:notaproblemandagainthiswillgiveyou

moretimetoprepareforyoursister'scasebecause

it'sstartingsoon

Zino:trustmeimnotreadyforthatone

Mgqobi:readyornotit'shappening.Seeyou

tomorrowhey

Zino:bye

HetookhisbelongingsandleftwhileZinosatthere

andshookherhead.



InZaSamHoldings...

Kennedyslowlydrovethroughtheparkingand

headedtothemanagementparkingspot.Heslowly

lookedforSamkelo'scaranditwasthefirstfrom

theinsideoftheparking.Heparkedhiscar3cars

awayfromhersandgotoutwithhishandsinhis

pockets.Helockedaroundandheadedtowardsit

asasecuritymancamefrombetweenthecars...

Man:ohhellotherehowcanihelpyou?

Kennedy:(clearedhisthroatstartled)ithoughti

couldcomeandparkheresir

Man:unfortunatelythisisadesignatedparkingand

againhowdoyouparkacarwhilenotinit?

MeanwhileinthebuildinginherofficeSamkelo

tookthelastsipofherteaandcheckedifshehad

everythingonher.Shehummedtakingherpadand

movedhereyesthroughthecamerasmonitorinher



officeasshestoppedwithsomethingcatchingher

eye.Shefrownedreachingfortheremoteinher

drawerandzoomedinthecamerainthe

managementparkingandscoffed...

Samkelo:wowKennedySebokothisisahighly

guardedplacewhatdidyouthink

Sheclickedhertonguetakingherphoneandcalled

hersister...

Lady:sisthebabyisfinepleasework

Samkelo:(chuckled)imnotcallingforthatlove.I

justwanttotellyoutonotopenforanyoneokeven

iftheysaytheyarethewaterbillpeopleandmake

surethebackdoorislockedandsecuredok

Lady:ok,iseverythingok?

Samkelo:iwilltellyouallaboutitlater.IsSbu's

brotherstillthere?



Lady:yeah

Samkelo:pleasetellhimwhatijustsaidandmake

surehedoesn'tgoanywhere.Ifhehastogo,go

withhimandthebabyandaskhimtomakesurethe

carissafefirstok

Lady:youarescaringmenow

Samkelo:(lookingatthemonitor)don'tworryit's

nothingican'thandle.ByekissSisaforme

Lady:byesis

TheyhungupasSamkeloshookherheadand

calledBongani...

Bongani:Samz

Samkelo:heyihopeimnotdisturbing

Bongani:notatall.What'sup?

Samkelo:ineedyoursecuritycompany'semail

please



Bongani:iseverythingok?

Samkelo:yeahijustwanttobeefupmysecurity.

Doyouguysinstallcctvcameras?

Bongani:yeswedo

Samkelo:goodiwillcontactyouwheniknockoff

sothatyougoinstallafewatmyhouseandyard.

Canyouinstallsome500metersfromthehouse?

Bongani:youaremakingmeaskmyselfquestions

now,yeswecan

Samkelo:(chuckled)don'tworryyourself.Goodwe

willtalkwheniknockoffdon'tforgettoforwardme

theemailaddressforyoursecuritycompany

Bongani:sure

Samkelo:(hungup)youareplayingagamewiththe

wrongpersonKennedySebokodon'tstart

somethingyouwouldn'tfinish

Lady:ma'amtheyarereadyforyou

Samkelo:okthankslove.(Shefollowedherout)no

oneisallowedtocomeintomyofficeokandplease

askalltheguardstostartbeingonhighalertokand



tellthesurveillanceworkersthatisaidtheyshould

makesurethateverycamerainthisbuildingis

working

Lady:yesma'am

TheypartedwayswithSamkeloheadingtothe

boardroominsmileswhileherPAdidwhatshe

askedofher.BackintheparkingKennedygotback

inhiscarafterapologisingtotheguardandthrew

anelectronicdeviceonthepassengerseat...

Kennedy:youcankeephidingSamkelobutyouwill

neverrunawayfromme

Heclickedhistongueanddroveoffathighspeed.

Backatthestation...

Lerato'scomputerreceivedamailnotificationas



sheopeneditandfrowned...

Xaba:everythingok?

Lerato:it'sfromthehospital,theysayZaneleJola

wantstoseeme

Theybothfrownedconfused.

^

^

^

^

^
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InhernewtightjeanandbootsLeratowhistled



makingherwaytoZanele'sroom.Sheopenedthe

doorandfoundthedoctorfinishingwithher...

Dr:youcancomeinimdone.MrsJolatakeiteasy

pleasestoptryingtomove

Zanele:nomanifeeluseless

Dr:giveyourselftimeandbepatientyouwillsee

everythingwillbegood.Youseenowyourmouth

looksnormal

Zanele:that'sbecauseihavenormalisedtalkinga

lot.Youseeexercisingthemuscleshelps

Dr:(laughed)MrsJolaimserious

Zanele:okdriwilltrytokeepstill

Dr:good.(Scribbledonhercard)wearedone.She's

allyoursdetective

Leratosmiledathimonthecouchasheleftwhile

Zanelesighedliftingthebeduptoaidhertositup...



Lerato:youaskedtoseeme

Zanele:andididn'tthinkyouwouldrespondso

quickly

Lerato:wellasapoliceofficerimobligedto

respondquicklybutasLeratoimnot.Sowhyareim

here?

Zanele:weneedtotalkanditsaboutyourbrother

Lerato:(chuckled)ohwow

Zanele:ohwow?

Lerato:idon'twanttodiscussanythingaboutmy

brotherwithyou.Whenyouguysstartedbeing

friendsiwasn'tthererightsopleaseleavemeoutof

itbutonethingiwillsayisthat'sKennedyforyou

Zanele:(rolledhereyes)shekilledyourfather

Lerato:youknowwhat,iknewthiswasawasteof

time.Whatdoyouknowaboutmyfather?Youare

somethingelseyouknow(shesaidstandingup)

Zanele:ihaveproof

Lerato:yeahrightZanele.Goodbye



Zanele:youguyshadaclosedcasketfuneralright?

Lerato:(turnedwithafrown)howdoyouknowthat?

Zanele:itoldyouihaveproof.Didyouknowwhat

killedyourfather?

Lerato:Zanelewhatdoyouknowaboutmyfather's

death?

Zanele:answermeLerato

Lerato:lookitseitheryoutellmewhatyouknowor

wemightjustforgetaboutit

Zanele:whatkilledyourfatherLerato?

Lerato:itwasshortillness

Zanele:doyouknowthatifyoudigoutyourfather's

graverightnowyou'regoingtofindbricksinthe

coffin?Didyouevenseeyourfather?

Lerato:Zaneleiwasachildthepersonwhotook

careofeverythingwasKennedybecausemy

motherwastooweaktohandleanything

Zanele:youknowwhatLeratoifyoudon'tbelieve

megoanddigyourfather'sgraveandcomebackto



metheniwilgiveyoualltheproofyouneed

Lerato:whyshoulditrustyou

Zanele:whatwouldigainfromlyingtoyou?

Lerato:whywouldKennedykillhisownfatherwhen

hedidsomuchforhim?

Zanele:didyoueverhearyourmothertalkingabout

policymoney?

Lerato:nobecausedaddidn'thaveone

Zanele:ohisthatso?Okthen,whereisthebarthat

yourfatherbuiltKennedyisitstilloperating?

Lerato:nobecausehemoved

Zanele:nobecausehefailedtomanageit

Lerato:thenhowdidheopenhisclubandgym?

Kennedyhasneverworkedforanyoneinhislife

Zanele:youwillgetananswertothatonceyou

havedugyourfather'sgrave

Lerato:(sighed)goodbyeZanele

Zanele:byedetectiveandihopetoseeyousoon



LeratosquinthereyesatherandleftwhileZanele

scoffeddroppingherbedandclosedhereyes...

Zanele:"dearGodiknowinormallydon'tcometo

youinfactinevercometoyouatallbuttodayi

comeasyourchild.Youhavesaidinyourwordthat

youwillneverleavenorforsakemeandibelieve

thatbecauseyoucreatedmeandbroughtmeinthis

worldforareasonandiknowthatreasonisforme

tonotgotoprison.YesihavedonethingsLordbut

itsnotlikeijustdidthemforfuntheyprovokedme.

Yesyousaywhenyourenemyslapsyougiven

themanothersidebutyohLordsometimesitgets

toomuchandibelieveyoudoseeitaswell.So

Lordcomethroughforyourwomanineedyoumore

thanevershowyourgreatnesswithmysituation.

Amen"

AtMandla'shouse...



HedroveinwithLindiwewhileinthehouseAlex

scoffedshakinghishead.Heswitchedonthetv

andsatintheloungeastheycamein.SeeingAlex

LindiweturnedbythedoorbutMandlablockedher

way...

Lindiwe:moveoutofmywayMandlaimnotgoing

tobeinthesamespacewiththislittleboy

Alex:youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatwhenyou

sawthecardrivingthisway

Mandla:asforyouyoungmanyouaregoingto

behaveandshowsomerespect

Lindiwe:ithinkishould...

Mandla:noyouarenotgoinganywhere.Alex

betweenyouandiwho'stheadulthere?Imnot

goingtoletyoudisrespectmelikethattodaybutif

youwanttobeanadultgoandfindyourownhome

Alex:oh?

Mandla:whathasthisladydonetoyou?Nothing

andwhydoyouhaveaproblemwithher?Youhave



noreason.Thisladydoesn'ttakeanythingfromyou

herpresencedoesn'thavetobotheryoushe'smy

problemnotyoursiwon'tstopbeingyourfather

justbecauseihaveawomaninmylife.Shemay

notbeyourmotheryesbutyouareallowedtoform

arelationshipordon'tyoulovemeAlex?

Alex:(swallowed)ido

Mandla:don'tyoulovemeLindiwe?

Lindiwe:ido

Mandla:thenyouguyshavetohavearelationship

becauseiundoubtedlylovethebothofyou.

Genuinelyatthat.Haveieverbrokenyourheart

Alex?

Alex:no

Mandla:doyouwantmetolivewithabrokenheart?

Alex:no

Mandla:doyouwantbetobesad?

Alex:nobutyoucanbehappywithoutherdad

Mandla:youwillunderstandwhyiwantawomanin



mylifeonceyoustartgettingyourlifetogethermy

son.Yesapersoncanbehappyalonebutit

sometimesgetslonelythelonelinessthatyour

childrencannottakeawaybutonlyyourpartner

Alex:areyougoingtomarryher?

Mandla:hopefully

AlexswallowedlookingatLindiwewholookedback

athim...

Alex:whataboutmymom?

Mandla:yourmomisnevergoingtocomeoutof

prisonanditoldyouwhathappenedbetweenyour

momandibutimnotgoingtostopyoufromseeing

heronlyifyoudon'tallowhertofoolyouandifyou

promisetotryandbegoodtomypartner

Alex:ok

Mandla:whatdoyousayLindiwe?

Lindiwe:ihaveneverhadaproblemwithyourson



it'sjusttheatmospherehegavemethelasttimei

washerethatchasedmeawaybutiloveyouandi

wanttomakethiswork

Mandla:goodimgoingtoworkiwillseeyouguys

later

Both:youareleavingmewithhim/her?

Mandla:andiwanttofindmyhouseinonepiece

whenigetback.Bye

Lindiwe:bye

HeleftasLindiweandAlexawkwardlylookedat

oneanother.

Alex:ihavejustconnectedmygamedoyouwantto

watchsomethingontv?

Lindiwe:noihavesomeassignmentstodo.Im

goingtomakeasnackformyselfwouldyoulike

some?

Alex:nothankyouijustate



Lindiwe:ok(shewenttothekitchen)

Alex:whichcourseareyoudoing?

Lindiwe:parttimejournalismandtelevision

productionasamajor

Alex:ohwowsoyouwanttohaveyourownfilm

studio?

Lindiwe:yep

Alex:liketheFerguson's?

Lindiwe:(smiled)itslikeyouknewtheyaremy

inspiration

Alex:iwouldlovetoworkforthem

Lindiwe:oh,soyouintofilmmakingaswell?

Alex:yesbutmoreintoacting

Lindiwe:ohwowiguessiwillstartusingyouformy

projectsareyouintodramaatschool?

Alex:yeahandimtheleaderofthegroup

Lindiwe:ohwowwouldyoudomodeling?

Alex:ihavebeenintomodelingsinceayoungage



andioncefeaturedintoAckermansadvertiwillgo

getyouthepamphletandshowyouthevideo

Lindiwe:ohwowandyouhavetheheightforittrust

me.Ihavebeenlookingforsomeoneicanuse

Alex:idon'tcomecheapthoughmydadismy

managerhewillgiveyoutheprices

Lindiwe:(smiled)ohwowyouareheadedintothe

rightdirectionAllyinvestinyourcraft

Alex:(smiled)thankyou

Lindiwe:(tookabiteoffhersnackandsatinthe

lounge)whatareyouplaying?

Alex:needforspeed

Lindiwe:youlovecars?

Alex:ohyesfastcars.Doyou?

Lindiwe:areyoukiddingmeofcourseilovecars.

Bringmeanotherpad

Alex:imgoingtobeatyou

Lindiwe:let'sbet



Alex:whileyouareeating?Yeahright

Lindiwe:neverjudgeabookbyitscoverAlly

Theylaughedashegaveheranotherpad.She

focusedonthescreenchoosinghercarwhileAlex

smiledlookingather.

InCourt...

Theyallstoodupasthejudgemadehiswayinand

tookhisseat...

Judge:youmaybeseated

TheytooktheirseatswithZulunexttoBrianand

NombulelonexttoBontleandMgqobi.Molaoand

LeratosatbehindthemwithMolaoquietlylooking

atBontle...



Judge:caseslikethishavebecomeanorminSouth

Africabutonewithwewillneverstopdoingisto

bringtheculpritstobook.Sometimesyesthings

mightnotgoasthevictimhopesbutitallgoes

downtohowthedefenceandplaintiffplayed.

Justiceisforallnottherichorthetraditionally

strong,no.Withthatsaidthiscourthasgone

throughalltheevidencebroughtforthandican

safelysaywehavenoreasontodoubtwhatwas

putbeforeus(Zulushookhishead)MrThemba

Zulumayyoupleasestandonyourfeet(hedid)

thankyou.MrThembaZuluthiscourtsfindsyou

guiltyofThandiweButhelezi'smurderyouhave

beensentencedtolifeimprisonmentasyou

plannedtodothiswithnoremorse.Therewillbeno

chancesforparoleforyouMrZulu.Ithankyou

HesatdownstillshakinghisheadwhileNomayeza

andherdaughterssmiledaswellasBontleand

Mgqobi...



Judge:mayihaveMsNombuleloJolaonherfeet

too

Theyfrownedwonderingwhatwashappeningas

shestoodupwithherheartracing...

Judge:MsJolawhenyougetthreatsliketheseyou

gostraighttothepolicedoyouunderstandme?

Nombulelo:yesyourhonour

Judge:thankyou,youmaybeseated(theyall

sighedoutofreliefwhileZulushookhishead)court

hasbeenadjourned

Hehitthegavelastheofficerorderedeveryoneto

standupashemadehiswayout.Mgqobiand

Bontleshookhandssmilingatoneanother...

Mgqobi:ican'tbelievewearesmilingandshaking



handswhilewewillbeoneachother'sthroatssoon

Bontle:wellit'spartofourjobisn'tit?Onedaywe

areworkingtogetherthenextweareagainsteach

otherwhatcanwedo

Mgqobi:yeahhey.Allthebestonthecomingcase

Bontle:sametoyou

Theysmiledoncemoreandfollowedeachotherout

withMolaoandLeratocomingbehindthen.Molao

purposefullytrippedonBontlewhoalmostlosther

shoeassheturnedtohimwithafrownonherface...

Bontle:colonel

Molao:imsosorryididn'tmeanto

Bontle:(sighed)ok

ShesaidgoingtohercarasLeratoandMolaowent

totheirs.Hestartedtheengineandswitcheditoff

gettingoffthecar...



Lerato:andthen?

Molao:iforgottoaskadvocateNdabasomething

Lerato:ohok

Shelookedathimgotowheresheparkedand

shookherheadgoingintoherphone.Molao

knockedonBontle'swindowwhowassmiling

talkingtohermotheroverthephoneandthenhung

upgettingoffthecar...

Bontle:colonel?

Molao:soyouareignoringmenow?

Bontle:imnotingnoringyouimtryingtokeep

thingsprofessionalbetweenus

Molao:sowearenotallowedtobefriends?

Bontle:ihaveacrushonyoucolonelandyoutold

methatyouareinvolvedsoiwanttorespectthat



Molao:whatifilikeyou?

Bontle:unfortunatelyilikesomeoneelsenow

Molao:reallynow?Youlikesomeonewho'sgoingto

goaroundbraggingabouthowtheygotitonwith

youattheircolleagues?Comeonyouneed

someonemature

Bontle:andiguessthatshouldbeyoucolonel?The

samepersonwholeaveshisgirlfriendtocomeand

pesterme?Thesamepersonwhodeliberatelysteps

onmyshoejustbecausehethinksimignoringhim?

(Scoffed)imsorrybutyoucandobettershame

Molao:(clearedhisthroat)ididn'tdeliberatelydo

thatandagainimgoingtoleaveher

Bontle:forwho?Someoneyoumet2minutesago?

Comeondetectiveireallythoughtyouwereabetter

manthanthisandyesiwouldratherbewith

someonewhobragsaboutbeingwithmetohis

colleaguesthansomeonelikeyou.Atleasttheni

willbesurethatimallthatmattersintheirworld

thattimesocolonelthecrushihadonyouvanished

intothinairjustlikethat.Haveagooddayandsee



yousoonandloveandrespectyourwomanmore.

Youreallyhaveabeautifulwoman

ShesaidgettinginhercarwhileMolaoswallowed

standingthere...

Bontle:(openedherwindow)iwastryingtodrive

outifyouweren'taware

Hequietlymovedasshedroveoutwithouteven

lookingbackathimashesighed...

Molao:yeahnehlawyers.(Hewentbacktothecar)

Lerato:thatwasratherlong

Molao:so?

Lerato:bathongiwasjustsaying

Molao:sometimesitsbettertojustkeepyour

commentstoyourself



Lerato:Molaoareyouok?

Molao:yes

Lerato:noyouarenotokandyouareprojecting

whateveritistomeandidon'tlikeit

Molao:ohsonowimprojectingthings?(Scoffed)

wow

Lerato:ihonestlydon'tknowwhathasgotteninto

youbuttheMolaoihavebeengettingthepastfew

daysidon'tlike

Molao:ohsoyoudon'tlikeme?

Lerato:isaididon'tlikethe...

Molao:it'sfineyoudon'tlikeme

Lerato:Molaoi...

Molao:Leratojustshutupok!

HesaidslappingthesteeringwheelasLerato

frownedlookingathimandscoffedsittingback

takingherphone.



Atthemall...

Bontlewalkedintothecolognestoreandwentto

themalesectionandpickedabottle...

Cashier:thatwillbeR2000

Bontle:okcardplease

Shepaidforitandsmiledgoingintothemale

clothingstorepickingafewthingsasherphone

rang...

Bontle:(smiled)ohheyiwasjustabouttocallyou

Xaba:ohyouwerethinkingaboutme?

Bontle:(chuckled)maybe

Xaba:(laughed)yeahright.Whatareyoudoingi

washopingwecoulddolunch



Bontle:iwasabouttoaskthesamethingimjust

fromcourtnowgoingtotheoffice

Xaba:okiguessweareonthenbutyoupicka

place

Bontle:ohokiwillletyouknowoncemypalletstell

mewhattheywanttohavetoday(theylaughed)

Xaba:okma'amnoproblem

Bontle:(athoughtcrossedhermind)nowaitwhy

notmakeitdinnerthenbringyoursonwith?

Xaba:ohyouwanttomeethimalready?

Bontle:ifthat'snotaproblemwithyousir

Xaba:(smiled)notatallyouwillsendmetheadress

then

Bontle:wonderfulseeyoulaterhey

Xaba:seeyoulaterBforbeautiful

Theylaughedhangingupasshepaidforthe

clothingitemsandwenttothekidsstoreandpicked

afewitemsforJasonandheadedtotheoffice.



AtJola'sI'Tech...

Bonganiopenedhismailboxthatjustreporteda

notification.Hereaditandwentbacktowork...

Bongani:yesMrsJolaiwillseeyoutomorrow(his

phonerang)Vula?

Nomvula:heybrowejustreceivedmailsfromthe

hospitalsayingZanelehasaskedtoseeusis

everythingok?

Bongani:really?

Nomvula:yeah

Bongani:ohwelliguessshejustwantstoseeus

forthelasttimebeforethetrialstarts.Maybethey

havedecidedtostopvisitationfromeveryoneeven

closefamily

Nomvula:ohokiwasstartingtogetworried

Bongani:(chuckled)don'tworrysis



Nomvula:okbye

Bongani:Byelasty

Theylaughedhangingup.AminutelaterBongani

satbackthinkingabouttheemailandscoffed

takinghisfruit...

Bongani:itcan'tbeanythingdrasticshejustwants

tobewithus.

^

^

^

^

^
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AttheStation...

Xabawalkedintheofficewhistlingwithtwoplates

fromtheirfavoritelocalshisanyamajoint.Lerato

frownedsittingbackwhileheputaplateinfrontof

her...

Lerato:andthen?

Xaba:itslunchtimedetective

Lerato:iknowbutithoughtyouweregoingtogoto

lunchwiththenewbae

Xaba:noshecameupwithabetteridea

Lerato:oh?

Xaba:yepdinneratherhouse

Lerato:uya'xoka(youlie

Xaba:noimserious.Youseemenehaishame

wheniattractiattractndinalantouyabonathat

goospamanthathlwrrr



HesaidsuckinghistongueasLeratolaughed

openingherfood...

Lerato:aisukaaphawena,ooohlalamyfavorite

Xaba:(grabbedachair)yeahisawyouwereabit

downfromcourtsoithoughtwhynot

Lerato:(smiled)Bontleisaluckygirl.YouXabaare

forkeepsunlikesomemen(shesighed)

Xaba:iseverythingokbetweenyouguysihave

noticedsometensionman

Lerato:thanksforthefoodlove.Ahitseemslike

yourbossisgoingthroughsomethingbuthe

doesn'twanttotellme

Xaba:sincewhen?Ithoughthewasagood

communicator

Lerato:namithoughtsobutkeitseemsbendisi

xokisela(iwaslyingtomyself)

Xaba:shameimsosorryloveihopewhateveritis



hewillopenupaboutitsomeday

Lerato:ihopesotoohey

Xaba:mmh.Thismeatisniceandtender.Heeladid

younotgoseeZaneleearlier?

Lerato:(sighed)that'sanotherthing.Igotthereand

womanstartedtellingmeaboutmyfatherandhis

death

Xaba:(frowned)whataboutit?

Lerato:lookslikethere'ssomethingthatKennedy

knowsthatwedon'tknowbutshedidn'tgetmuch

intoitrathersheaskedmetogodigourfather's

gravethengobacktoher

Xaba:shewhat?

Lerato:iknowsoimconfused.Imeanwhywould

shelietomeaboutsomethinglikethisbutthen

againthisisZaneleJolawearetalkingabout

Xaba:sowhathaveyoudecided?Diggingadead

personisaformofdisrespectkuabaphanzi(tothe

ancestors)detective

Lerato:mypointexactlysoihavedecidedtotalkto



mymomaboutitwithoutgivingawaytoomuch

becauseifZaneleisbeinghonestihavetodealwith

thiscarefully

Xaba:okbutwhydighimup?

Lerato:becauseweapparentlyburiedbricks,

imagine

Xaba:(frowned)heebannathatraisesafewhairs

likehowwouldsheknowaboutthis?

Lerato:exactlyandshesaysshehasproofand

againshementionedthatwehadaclosedcasket

andweindeedhadonethentellmehowsheknows

thatbecausebythenwewerenotclosenorknewof

theJola's.Momlongstoppedworkingforher

motherinlawinKZNwhenKennedywasstillyoung

andiwasn'tevenborn

Xaba:yeahnehsheclearlyknowsalotsoyou

shouldbecareful.HaveyouspokentoMolaoabout

it?

Lerato:iwillbecareful.Noihaven'thowwillitell

himwhilehe'sinhismoodsplusijustwanttodeal

withitonmyown.Youaretheonlypersonitold



aboutthis

Xaba:okyoursecretissafewithmeuntilyouare

readytorevealit

Lerato:good.IknowwhatKennedyiscapableof.

Hedoesn'tthinktwiceevenifitmeanshurtinghis

ownfamilythatiswhyapartofmeiscuriousand

believesthere'salottothismatter.Alotof

loopholesifyoumayask

Xaba:ngngimafraidtoaskmorejustknowthatim

hereforyouifyouneedhelpwithanythingbut

tonightimunavailableihaveadinnerdate(they

laughed)

Lerato:whatareyougoingtowear?

Xaba:goshineedtogetanewoutfitevenforJason

aswell

Lerato:ohyoutakinghim?

Xaba:yessheaskedmetocomewithhim

Lerato:youknowwhatihaveafeelingyouwillbe

gettingmarriedsoon(theylaughed)iwillgohelp

youshopforanewoutfitafterworkpartnersodon't



worry

Xaba:thisiswhyiloveworkingwithyou.Youare

amazing

Lerato:iknownowopenmyjuiceforme

Xaba:whydoyouladiesalwaysinsistonputtingon

suchlongnails?

Theylaughedasheopenedforherandthen

continuedcatchingup.

AtMandla'shouse...

Alex'sphonerangasheaskedforpermissionfrom

histeacherontheironlinelesson.Hemutedthe

speakerandpickedup...

Alex:maiminalessonwhatisit?

Dianne:youaretooquietAlexwhat'sgoingonthere?



Alex:nothingma

Dianne:reallyAlex?Areyouseriouslygoingtolieto

me?

Alex:mayouknowidon'twantdadtoliveasadlife

becauseofmeandagainthisladyisnotabadlady

atall.Sheandiarekindof...

Dianne:shutitAlex,justshutup!Areyougoingto

letyourfatherturnyouintoafool?Youronlyfamily

ishimandionlyandwithoutusyouhavenofamily

Alex:withoutyou?Mayouarenevergoingtocome

outoftheredadneedstomoveonwithhislifeplus

hehasdivorcedyouiknowwhatdivorceisandhe

toldmewhyi...

Dianne:Alexyou...

Alex:noyouaregoingtolistentomema,imnot

thatlittlenaiveboyanymoreimgrowingupandi

knowthedifferencebetweengoodandbadand

whatyouaredoingisbad.Whyareyoua

possessiveperson?Justletgoandletdadlivehis

life.Hemaynotlikeyoubutilikeyouandhe

promiseshewon'tstopmefromseeingyoubutif



youcontinuetobethispersonimightcutyouoffas

well

Dianne:Alex?

Alex:imeanitmom.Doyouwanttoloseyourone

andonlychild?

Dianne:ofcoursenotbut...

Alex:butnothingma.Focusonyourselfandour

relationship.Imsofortunatetohavethebothofyou

inmylifeandifyouwantthattocontinueyoubetter

behave,nowiwouldliketogobacktoclassifyou

don'tmindandohauntyLindzsayseducation

comesbeforeanythingandshewillbehelpingme

growmytalent

Dianne:isthathername?

Alex:byema

Hehungupandsighedshakinghisheadandwent

backtohisonlinelessonwhileDianneshookher

headaswell...



Dianne:auntyLindz?(Scoffed)wow

Attheprisongrounds...

Zinowalkedaroundthetrackpickingsomegrasses

asDinkycamebehindherandgrabbedherbyher

shoulders...

Zino:it'syou

Dinky:youaresodistantwhyisthat?

Zino:imjustinmythoughts

Dinky:whatareyouthinkingofdoing?Breakingout

ofherewillneedyoutothinkforasolid5years

Zino:andlivemylifeontherun?(Scoffed)missme

withthatlifeI'dratherbeinhereandfacemy

troublesplusitsnotlikeitsallthatbad.Youguys

areactuallylivingitlargeinhere

Dinky:allthankstomamaumcgwabi



Zino:(smiled)youknowimissher.Wouldibe

selfishifisaidiwishtheyfoundherguiltyandthen

lockherup?

Dinky:(laughed)nothat'snotselfishatallimiss

hertooplusweneedtoreviveourbusinessandher

skillswouldcomeinhandy

Zino:butyouaremakingakillingwiththose

cigarettesDinks

Dinky:areyoukiddingme?Dudeweusedtosell

about500cigarettesinadaybutnowsincethose

terroristscolombianwomencameinweonlysell

200or150inadaythat'snotgood

Zino:ohsoyouareafraidoftheprisonersfromthe

west?

Dinky:haveyouseenthosewomenZino?Only

mamaumcgwabiwouldknowhowtodealwith

them

Zino:yeahnehtotellthetruthmysisterisone

fuckingtoughcookie(shesmiled)youwouldlookat

herfromtheoutsideandthinkshe'sjustatypical

slayqueenwithnobrainsbuteythatxhosawoman



isstreetsmart

Dinky:oldtimethugsyoudon'tmesswiththatone.

Soimwithyouontheideaofherbeingfoundguilty

Zino:thenweshouldpraythattheydo

Theylaughedandcontinuedtowalk.

THATEVENING

AtMandla'shouse...

LindiweandAlexlaughedpreparingthedinner

whileoutsideMandlaparkedhiscar.Hewentinand

smiledforthefirstseeinghissoninanapron

helpingout...

Mandla:somebodytellmeimdreaming

Alex:noyounotdad(theylaughed)



Mandla:thisiswhatiwouldlovetocomebackfrom

worktoeveryday.Heyguys

Alex:hipapa

Lindiwe:hi(theyhuggedandkissed)howwasyour

day?

Mandla:goodandyours?

Lindiwe:well...

Alex:yohdadUJlooksamazing

Mandla:huh?

Alex:iwenttherewithauntyLindzandtheplaceis

socool.Sheevenshowedmethefilmproduction

classesihaveneverseenanythinglikethat

Mandla:youguyswenttoUJ?

Lindiwe:yeahiwasgoingtoaskyoufirstbutyour

persuasivesonwouldn'tletmesowecalledanuber

thenicollectedmystuffanddecidedtorentoutmy

room

Mandla:whataboutyourtwinbrother?

Lindiwe:wespokeaboutitandhe'sokwithitand



yesispoketomymom,shewasn'tforitbut

Terrancemanagedtoconvinceherthatimagrown

upnow

Mandla:ohwowthisisamazingsoyouare

officiallystayingwithus?

Lindiwe:(smiled)yep

Alex:okokcanyoutellhimtheothergoodnews

please

Mandla:ohthere'smore?

Lindiwe:(smiled)yeah.AsAlex'smanageriwas

askingifitwouldbeoktoworkwithhimformy

projectsandgrowmypageimeanyoursonhasgot

somedopemodellingskillsandlet'snottalkabout

hisactingskills

Mandla:ummithinkweshouldgoinmyofficeso

thatwesitdownandtalkaboutityouknowwehave

togothroughpaymentsand....(laughed)imjoking

guysofcourseyoucanworkwithhimitwillhelp

himgetmoregigsouttheremaybeyoucangrow

intobeinghismanagerimeanimoldnow(they

laughed)



Lindiwe:thankyousomuch

Alex:butimstillgettingpaidright?

Both:ofcourse

Alex:awesome(theylaughed)andyeahiwould

preferauntyLindzasmymanagerasforyoudad

hmmmyou'regettingrustynow(theylaughed)

Mandla:ohwowhlalanilaphowenanoauntyLindz

wakhoishouldfindmydinnerreadywheniget

backdown

Theylaughedwithhimgoingupwhiletheysmiled

lookingatoneanother...

Alex:highfivetokillingit?

Lindiwe:let'sdothis

Theyhighfivedandchuckledcontinuingwiththe

food.



AttheJola's...

Samkelo:(openedthedoor)mommyishome!

Wooohitsmellsniceinhere

Theyburstintoalaughasshewenttopickupher

daughterwhoexcitedlyheldhercheeks...

Bongani:iminthehousetoo

Samkelo:(rolledhereyes)ohhitoyoutooBongs

what'scookingthere?

Bongani:justsomeniceheartymeal

Samkelo:hmmwenana,anywaythanksforpicking

Sisafromourhouseyousavedmealot

Bongani:ohwellimissedherandididn'twanttobe

alonesoyeah

Samkelo:diduncleBongztreatyounicebaby?Huh?



Theylaughedwhileshejustmadebubblesand

happybabysounds...

Samkelo:haimanSisayourbubblesaregettingin

mymouthnow

Bongani:sodidyoumanagewiththesecurity

company?

Samkelo:ohyesthankyousomuchandiseeyou

guysinstalledthecamerasjustsendtheinvoiceto

myPAandeverythingwillbesorted

Bongani:iwillgetthemtodoso.Imgladyouare

happy.SowhysuchhighsecuritySamz?

Samkelo:welltotellyouthetruthimguardingfrom

yourfriendKennedy

Bongani:hmm?

Samkelo:yepisawhimbeingweirdatouroffice

managementparkingjusttwocarsawayfrommine

soidecidedtobeastepaheadofhim



Bongani:what'syourplanSamzandwhyareyou

fightingthisguyoffsobad?

Samkelo:imlookingoutforyouguysthisguyisa

creepanddon'tworryyourselfaboutmyplan

Bongani:(sighed)ijustwishyoucouldbeopenwith

me

Samkelo:forrealBongzit'sokimokimabig

womaniknowwhoexactlyimdealingwithhereso

don'tfret

Bongani:thelastthingiwantisformyfriendtosay

ifailedtoprotecthisfamily

Samkelo:likereallyBongzimokI'vegotthisok?

Bongani:ifyousaysoandihopeyoureallydo

Samkelo:ido

Bongani:good.Haveyouheardanythingfromthe

hospital?

Samkelo:he'sstillinICUsoyeah

Bongani:atleasthe'sstillhangingon

Samkelo:yeah



Bongani:oh,yourfriendsentmyfamilymeeting

requests

Samkelo:oh?

Bongani:yeah,myself,sistersandmom

Samkelo:oh?Why?

Bongani:shedidn'tsayshejustsaidshewantsto

seeallofustomorrow

Samkelo:hmm,okallthebestthen

Bongani:yeahiguessshejustwantstobewithus

beforeeverythingstarts

Samkelo:yeahhey.Goodluckwiththatimgoingto

change

Bongani:noproblemiwillbedonewhenyouget

back

ShesmiledticklingbabySisagoingtotheir

bedroomwhileBonganicontinuedwiththepots.



AtKennedy'shouse...

Withsomeweirdsoundsplayingfromtheradio,he

whistledtotheminhisbasementaschemicals

boiled.HetookapictureofBongani'shouseand

smiledlookingatit...

Kennedy:tomorrowthistimewewillbesaying

goodbyetoSamkeloandherlittlebabyDlomo

Helaughedchewinghisgumandcheckedhowfar

thechemicalswereandwhistledtotheweirdmusic.

Hestoodup,clappedandsnappedhisfingersdoing

amoonwalk.Themicroovenfinishedashe

smiled...

Kennedy:dinnerisserved

Hesaidtakingouthispieandlookedattheboiling



chemicalsagain...

Kennedy:it'swritteninthestarsbabynooneandi

meannoonewillstandinmywayofhappinessand

success.

AtLerato'shouse...

Shesatontheothercouchandtookthetvremote

reducingthevolume...

Pontsho:bathongkesekeutlwelletsehorenaa

LindiweDikanawahoetsangngwanaenwawahae

wasfebehle(imtryingtounderstandwhatLindiwe

Dikanaisgoingtodotoherdaughterofabitch)

Lerato:tloheladibiskophannyanema(leavethetv

alone)iwanttoaskyousomething

Pontsho:ompotsangLerato?(Askmewhat)ifke

kamalomaahoyelwawaletahwahakedikene(im



notgettinginvolvedifitsaboutthatdrunkuncleof

yours)

Lerato:nomaitsnotaboutthatit'saboutdad

Pontsho:whatabouthim?

Lerato:papawasworkinginamineright?

Pontsho:yes

Lerato:sotheredefinitelyhastobesomepayouts

right?

Pontsho:ofcoursebutwaditsebatabatsamineho

dulahontsehotwedicheleteditshwarehileengeng

diakhathatsamannthotseo.Hobaneng?(Youthe

minesandalwayssayingthemoneyisheldupand

whatnot,itstiring.Whydoyouask)

Lerato:howlonghasitbeensincedadpassedon?

Pontsho:eseeledilemojwaleRatoman(it'sbeen

yearsLerato)

Lerato:butstillnomoney?

Pontsho:yes.Whyobotsakadicheletehakana?

(Scoffed)esengebeonyakahoipatellamahadika



cheletetsamonnaakaRato?(Doyouwanttopay

foryourownLobola)

Lerato:bathongmano.It'sjustthatimworriedits

beenyearsnowbutanywaywhydiddadsayhe

wantedaclosedcasketma?

Pontsho:howwilliknowthatLerato?

Lerato:sohedidn'tstatewhyinhislastwishletter?

Pontsho:no

Lerato:didyouseehimafterhepassedon?

Pontsho:haiboLeratohoshebaLindiweDikanaho

beterehofetahoarabanalemelekoenwaeahaoea

dipotsowatseba.NoLeratohakeabonantatahao.

Baitsehoetsaehetsekotsikwanaminengsontho

ditlammehoetswakapotlako.Kenekelesediding

rato,Kennedyeneeleyenaatshwerengntho

tshohle(itsbettertowatchLindiweDikanathanto

answeryoursillyquestionsyouknow.Ineversaw

yourfather.Theysaidtherewasanaccidentatthe

minesoeverythinghadtobedonefast.Iwasnot

wellsoKennedytookcareofeverything)



Lerato:but...

Pontsho:aisokamanLeratonyolosavolume

monono(increasethevolume)

Sheincreasedthevolumegoingtothekitchendeep

inthoughts...

Lerato:buttheytoldHlomphoandithathesuffered

ashortillness(scoffed)ahnohonkgalefothamo

(somethingsmellsfishy)

AttheNdaba's...

Inapairofjeansandawhiteshirtwithanapronon

Bontlesmiledlookingatallthefoodshemadeand

smiled...

Bontle:thisshoulddoit(aknockcamethrough)

thatshouldbethem.Imcoming



Shequicklytooktheapronoffandcheckedherself

onthemirrorputtingherhaironthesideand

checkedifherlipstickwasstillintact.Theyknocked

againasshewentforthedoor...

Bontle:(smiled)goodevening

Xaba:(smiled)hi

Jason:(waving)hiaunty

Bontle:ohheytherelittlechamphowareyou?

Jason:imgoodthankyou

Bontle:nice.Pleasecomein(Xabastoodthere

smiling)Xaba?Comein

Xaba:oh,oh(chuckled)sorry

Bontle:youaresomethingelseyouknow

Jason:wowyourhouseisbigauntymydadsays

wearegettingabighousesoonandiwillbegetting

myownroom



Bontle:ohreally?That'snice

Jason:yeayfood(herantothetable)

Xaba:Ja....

Bontle:nojustlethimbeiloveitwhenakidis

excitedforfood.Arethosenotheavy?

Xaba:what?Ohthese,(chuckled)theyareforyoui

alsogotabottleofchampagnenonealcoholic

becauseiknowyoudon'tdrink

Bontle:(smiled)awwthankyou,theflowerssmell

amazingletmeputtheminthewateryoucango

andhaveaseat

Xaba:thanks

SheheadedtotheloungewhileXabacheckedher

out.Thatjeansatwellonherandthewhiteshirt

waseverything.Herfeetinhersandalsblewhimoff.

Shejustlookedtooneatbutwhywouldn'tshewhen

thehousewasfullofwhitethings.Hewenttothe

tablejustassheturnedjoiningthemaswell...



Bontle:ihopeyoudidn'tgetlost

Xaba:notatallSirihelpedmeout

Bontle:that'swhyilovehersomuch.Okguysyou

maydishforyourselves

Everythingwasclearglassandthedrinkingglasses

wereobviouslycrystal...

Jason:morechickendad

Xaba:yessirmorechicken

Bontle:hereallyloveseatinghey

Xaba:that'sonethingiloveabouthimandhehas

strongbones

HesmileddishingforhimmorewhileBontleslowly

lickherlipscheckingXaba'sarmsintheshirtandt-

shirthewaswearing.Hereallycleanedupwell

himselftoo...



Bontle:sowhatisyournamemyboy?

Jason:JasonXaba

Bontle:ohnicenamemynameisBontleNdaba

Jason:BontleasinBeautiful?

Bontle:(smiled)youaresosmart.Yessirasin

Beautiful

Jason:areyoualsoSotho?

Bontle:nosirimamotswanawomanfrom

Botswana

Jason:isthatfar?

Bontle:notatall

Jason:aahithoughtmaybethistimewewouldget

onaplanetovisityou

Bontle:wellwedogetonplanestogothere

Jason:ohnicecanwegotomorrow?(Chuckledwith

adrumstickinhismouth)imjokingihaveschool

tomorrow(theyalllaughed)



Bontle:funnyjustlikehisfather

Xaba:(smiled)whatcanisayitrunsinthefamily

Jason:didpapatellyouthatmamaisanangelnow?

Bontle:yessirhetoldme

Jason:yesshe'slookingoverusnow

Bontle:yessir.Wowhe'ssosmartyoudidwell

Xaba:itryheyitryijusthopehegrowsuplikethis

Bontle:justkeepdoingwhatyouaredoing.So

how'sthefood?

Xaba:amazingyouareagreatcookbutwaitdid

youmaketheseyourselfor?

Bontle:bathongofcourseididiwasraisedbya

strictmother

Xaba:shedidgood(theychuckled)what'sthis

calledit'ssonice

Bontle:lekgomanetheyploughitinthefieldsback

home

Xaba:ohittastesamazingitsmynewfavoritefood



now

Bontle:wehavealotsoiwillgiveyouafewwhen

youguysleave

Xaba:thankyou

Bontle:onedayyouwillgettotastebogobejwa

lerotsetoo

Xaba:what'sthat?

Bontle:justafruitthatlookslikewatermelononthe

outsidebutitsorangeinside.Youcutitandcook

theinsidetomakeasauceifimaysay,astale

saucewecallitkgodubackhomethenyoumixit

withmadila,sourmilkifyoudon'tunderstandand

putinyoursorghummealthenyeahyouhaveyour

bogobejwalerotse

Xaba:soundsfunimexcitedtotrythat.Canyouuse

inkomazi

Bontle:eyshiwouldsayyesbutitsmuchbetterif

youusehomemadesourmilkialwaysmakesome

hereiwillgiveyouatastelater

Xaba:bathongyouareasuperwomanmosswena,



youknowhowtomakehomemadesourmilk?

Bontle:yepbutitswaybitterthantheinkomaziyet

sonice

Xaba:imgoingtolearnalotfromyouneh

Bontle:(smiled)juststickwithmeandyouwilllearn

alot

HesmiledbackatherwhileJasonburped...

Jason:asignofgoodfoodexcuseme(theyall

laughed)auntydidpapatellyouaboutmybirthday

onSaturday?

Bontle:(smiled)ohyeshedid

Theylaughedandcontinuedtochatovertheir

heartymeal.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING



Atthehospital...

HearingtheJola'stalkingdownthepassage

Zanele'sheartskippedassheheavedasighand

closedhereyes...

Zanele:sohelpmeGod

Thedooropenedastheyallwentinsmilingasshe

smiledbackwellexceptforNombulelo...

Zanele:goodmorningfamily

Bongani:hellolovewearehere

Zanele:icansee.Thankyouforhonouringmy

request.Youmaybeseated

Nomvula:bathongthissoundsseriousihopeyou

arenotdyingorplanningtotakeyourlife



Zanele:(chuckled)ohnonoZaneleisnotgoing

anywhere

Bongani:what'sgoingonlove?

Zanele:ineedtotellyouguyssomething

Nombulelo:whodidyoukillnowZaneleyoh

Bongani&Nomvula:haiboLelo

Nombulelo:whatisit?Weallknowwhatshe's

capableof

Zanele:yourfather

All:huh?

Zanele:sheaskedmewhoikilledthistimearound

soNombuleloJolaikilledyourfatherDumisani

Jola

NomayezafrownedaswellasNombulelowhile

BonganiandNomvulascoffedwithsmilesontheir

faces.

^



^

^

^

^

.....
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Bongani:babedon'tplaylikethathaibo

Nomvula:iknowLelocangetonotherpeople's

nerves,shegetsunderminealotbutshe'sjust

joking

Zanele:wellimnot

ShesaidkeepingastraightfacewhileBonganiand

Nomvulafrownedlookingatoneanotherwhile

Nomayezapouredherselfaglassofwater.

Nombuleloscoffedshakingherhead...



Nombulelo:theLordmustbetryingmetoday

Bongani:canyoupleasewaitLelo.Lovewhatare

yousaying?

Nombulelo:someoneistellingyouthattheykilled

yourfatheryouaresaying"Lelowait"(scoffed)so

Zuluwasright?

Bongani:Nombulelocanyoujustshutupplease

Nomayeza:kidsdon'tshoutlikethatthisisa

hospital

Zanele:yesZuluwasright.LookguysalltheZanele

Matjikizathingwasjustaplotforthetruthtonot

comeout

Bongani:Zanele?

Zanele:ikilledDumisaniJolayoucangoright

aheadandkillmeaswell

Nomayezafrozewithaglassofwateronhermouth

asherheartskippedabeatwhileBonganiscoffed



startingtopacearoundwithhishandsonhiswaist.

Nomvulastartedfeelingdizzyandgrabbedaglass

topourherselfwaterbutitslippedfromherhand

andbrokewhileNombulelosatbackonthecouch

slowlynoddingmovinghertongueaboveherteeth...

Zanele:(sighed)exactly20yearsagowhenistarted

gettingreadytomeetupwithDumisaniJolawhoi

washisPA.Mymotherandgrandmotherwere

aroundandwehadjusthaddinnerwhichiput

somesleepingdrugsin.ThesamedrugDumisani

Jolaputinyourmother'swaterandhisdaughter's

foodforhimtosneakoutwithnoquestions.Ifim

notmistakenBonganiyouwereoutthatnight

(Bonganistartedgettinghot)hethensentmeatext

sayinghewillbeatinmystreetin30minutesandi

rememberhowilookedthatnight.Averybeautiful

21yearoldwhowasabouttogetwhatshe

deserved

Nomvula:canyoupleasestop,thisisalljustalie

Zanele:30minutespassedandiwentoutand



foundmymotherandgrandmotheroutinfrontof

thetv.Iputfleeceblanketsoverthemandheaded

out.Istillrememberthewordsisaidbeforeleaving

"timetogocollectwhat'syoursmylove"anddoyou

knowwhyisaidthosewords?Becausemy

grandmotheralwaystoldmetogoforwhateveri

believedwasmineandishouldn'tletanything

standonmyway.Thosewordsarethewordsthat

mademethewomaniamtodaysoiwentoutthere

andtookwhat'smineisaywhat'sminebecause

Dumisaniwantedmetosleepwithhimfora

promotion

Nombulelo:stopit,stoprighttheremyfatherwasa

lotofthingsbutnotapervert

Zanele:(tearfully)hewasnotapervertinyoureyes

butouttherehepreyedonyounggirlslikei.Hesaw

howdrivenanddeterminediwasandhethoughthe

couldgetachancewithme

Bongani:(withhisbreathshaking)Zanelestopit

Zanele:wewenttotheoffice,igavehimthe

"contract"hedrewupformypromotionandhe



signedit.Hewantedustogothroughitbuti

refusedbecauseiknewwhatidid.Itwaseasyto

pullthisoffasiwashisPA(reachedunderher

pillow)hereisacopyofthecontractthatstatesthat

iwasafullownerofJolaTrucking

NombulelograbbeditwhileBonganisighed

scratchinghishead.Nomvulaquietlywipedher

tearswhilehermotherquietlysatbackwithher

armsfolded...

Nombulelo:thisbitchownedourlegacyguysthis

bitchfuckingkilledourfatherandmarriedour

brotherhowcruelcanyoube!

Shesaidangrilythrowingthecontractawayand

startedshakingZanelewhoburstintotearsaswell

asNomvula...

Nombulelo:whereismyfatheryouwitch!



Zanele:(crying)ipouredusaglassofwhiskeyafter

hesignedthesharestomeandpoisonedit.He

downeditwithmyhelpandthatwasit!Icalledmy

guystotakehisbodyandcutitintopiecesandit

wasfedtomywildcat!Ikilledyourfather!

ShecriedmoreasNombulelocontinuedtoshake

hershoutingatherwhileBonganistoodagainstthe

wall...

Bongani:Nombulelostopit,Leloisaidstopit,

Nombuleloisaidstopityoushit!

HepulledheroffacryingZaneleandslappedheras

shefellonherbum...

Bongani:Itoldyoutostopit!(Nomvularanout)

Zanele:Nomvulaimsorrypleaseihadnochoice

Nombulelo:youaregoingtofuckingknowme



ZaneleMsomiyouaregoingto...

Bongani:(angrily)Nombulelogetthefuckout!

SheswallowedlookingatBonganiandwentafter

hersister...

Bongani:momgo

Nomayeza:(calm)imnotgoinganywhere

Bongani:mom

Nomayeza:youactuallyleave

Bongani:noiwantto...

Nomayeza:Bonganiidon'twanttosaythisagain,

leave

HeswallowedlookingatZaneleandwalkedout

whileZaneleswallowedlookingatNomayezawho

stoodup...



Zanele:maimsosorrybuti...(sheputafingeron

Zanele'slips)

Nomayeza:areyoutellingthetruthsayinghe

wantedtosleepwithyou?(Zanelenodded)thenmy

childyoudidtheworldafavour(Zanelefrowned

shocked)yousavedalotofyoungwomenfromhis

claws.Ilongmadepeacewiththedeathofmy

husbandwetheryoukilledhimornotitdoesn't

matter.He'sgoneandhe'snevercomingback,

maybethatwashispunishmentforthekindofman

hewas.Yesiknewhewascheatingbutididn't

thinkitwouldbewithyou

Zanele:butisweari...

Nomayeza:ssssh(shesaidcaressingherhair)you

don'thavetoexplainyourself.Yesmychildrenare

goingtofightyou,itwastheirfatherafterallandim

notgoingtostandintheirwaytodowhateveritis

theywantwithyoubutjustknowthatmyheartand

soulareatpeaceandthankyousomuchfortelling

usthisyourself,itmaybeafteralongtime,maybe

youthinkingishouldbehittingyouagainstthe

wallsbecauseyoumarriedmyson,no,youmarried



himnotmelethimdealwiththishoweverhewants

asforNomayezaJaliimatpeaceandmaythegood

Lordbewithyoumychild.Goodluckwith

everything

ShetookherbagandleftwhileashockedZanele

swallowedlookingatherclosethedoorbehindher...

Zanele:(muttered)fuck

Shesaidsniffingastearsrolleddown.Outside

Nomayezaheldherson'shandandlookedhimin

theeyes...

Nomayeza:whateveryoudoknowthatihave

forgivenZanele

Hefrownedlookingathersurprisedasshe

squeezedhishandandwalkedaway.Heswallowed



standingtherenotbelievingwhathejustheardand

scoffedgoingbackintotheroom.Zanelequickly

openedhereyesasthedooropenedand

swallowed...

Zanele:iknowsorrydoesn'tcutandhonestlyimnot

sorryfordoingwhatididbutwhatiknowisilove

youBonganiwitheverythingihavethatiswhyi

remainedagoodwomantoyou

Bongani:howcouldyou?

Zanele:itjusthappened,theuniversehasit'sown

plans

Bongani:don'tyoudareputthisontheuniverse

Zaneleyousaidyestomeknowingexactlywhat

youdidtomyfather.Youcarriedmychildren

knowingwhatyoudidtotheirgrandfathermy

mothermighthaveforgivenyoubutasfrommy

sidethisisfarfromover

Zanele:Bonganiiloveyou

Bongani:ohpleaseohpleaseZaneleyoudon'teven



knowthemeaningofloveyoudon'tdeservemy

loveyouneverdid.YouareakillerZaneleandyou

willdiethesameway

Zanele:(Startedcrying)iwasonlylookingoutfor

myselfBongani

Bongani:hehadchildrenZanelehewasafamily

mandammit!

Zanele:whataboutmydignity?

Bongani:yeahthisisyou,allthisisyourtrueself

youareaselfishwitch

Zanele:Bonganiimstillyourwife

Bongani:maybenowbutwedon'tknowabout

tomorrow

Zanele:pleasedon'tsaythatitsnotlikeididn'thelp

thefamilywiththemoneylookimbuildingyour

sisteralodge

Bongani:idon'tcareZaneleyoutookourfather

awayfromusandwaltzedintoourfamilylikeitwas

nothing.Youwatchedmysistersgoupanddown

tryingtofindthetruthwhileyouknewwhat



happenedallalong.Youmakemesick

Zanele:noBongani

Bongani:youdisgustme

Zanele:Bonganiplease

Bongani:andimdonewithyouforgoodthistime

Zanele:Bonganipleasedon'tleaveme

Bongani:goodbyeZaneleMsomi

Heclickedhistongueandleftslammingthedoor

behindhimwhileZaneleburstintoaloudcry...

Zanele:Bonganipleasedon'tleaveme!Bongani!

Shecriedoutloudasanursecamerunning.

Atthestation...



Afteraquietdrivetothestation,MolaoandLerato

quietlygotoffthecarandheadedtotheirofficesas

Leratostoodbythedoorlookingathimgotohis

withoutevenlookingback.Sheclickedhertongue

anddecidedtofollowhimandashewasaboutto

closehisofficedoorsheblockeditwithherboot...

Molao:whatisit?

Lerato:whoisshe?

Molao:(frowned)what?

Lerato:itsbeendaysnowMolaoandimsickand

tiredofthisiknowwhenamanstartsactinglike

thisitsanotherwomansowhoisshe?

Molao:idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingaboutand

incaseyouforgotthisisaworkplaceifyouwanna

talkaboutanythingyouknowwheremyhouseis

Lerato:(closedthedoor)Molaoareyoucheatingon

me?

Molao:Leratorightnowimyourbossandyouare

oversteppingyourboundaries



Lerato:justsoyouknowyoudon'twanttocross

thatbridgewithmeisweartoyou

Molao:isthatathreat?

Lerato:youbetterstarttalking

Molao:getoutofmyofficebeforeigiveyoua

warning.Youforgetyouarebacktoworkrightnow

becauseofme?

Lerato:oh?Ididn'tknowyouwereGod

Molao:don'tinsultme

Lerato:youarepushingmeto

Molao:(sighed)youknowthat'sthethingwithyou

unsophisticatedwomeneveythingisafightwith

youguys

Lerato:unsophisticated?Molao?

Molao:youheardmeorwhat,youdon'tknowwhat

itmeansorhowit'sspelledsinceyouareafailure?

(Leratogaspedshocked)getoutofmyoffice

Sheswallowedandmadeherwayoutasheclicked



histongueandtookhisseat.Leratorantothe

femalerestroomsandlockedherselfinsideand

silentlycried.

AtNomvula'shouse...

NomayezawentintoNomvula'sroomwithsome

anxietypillsonherhandandaglassofwater...

Nomayeza:hereyougothesewillhelpyou

Nombulelo:Vulahavesomepills

Nomvula:(crying)idon'twantpills

Nomayeza:whatdoyouwantNomvula?Yourdad?

He'sgoneandnevercomingback

Nombulelo:haiboma?

Nomayeza:what?Isn'tthatthetruth?Huh?Isthat

notthetruthNombulelo?Yourfatherwasa

pervertedbastardandhegotwhathedeserved



Nombulelo:(stoodup)haiboma!?

Nomayeza:yesandidon'tunderstandwhyyoukids

arethrowingafit.It'sbeen20years,20years!

Nombulelo:idon'tknowwhathappenedtoyoubut

thisisnottheNomayezaiknow

Nomayeza:Zaneleactuallydidalloftheyounggirls

afavour.Shesavedthepoorgirlsfromapradator

youshouldbethankful

Nombulelo:what!?

Nomayeza:butthenagainyouarechildrenarestill

blindedsoiwon'tblameyouforthrowingtrantrums

likeyouare.Ialsowantedtoletyouknowthati

havepackedmybagsandmovingintoZulu'shouse

withimmediateeffect

Nombulelo:momwejustfoundoutthatourfather

gotkilledbythesamewomanwecalledasisterin

lawthesamewomanwhomarriedyoursonand

yousayyouaremovingout?

Nomayeza:yesandfromtomorrowimhavinga

meetingwiththetruckingbusinessinvestorsits



timetoreopen

Nombulelo:what!?Atatimelikethis?

Nomayeza:timelikewhat?Timewaitsfornoman

mychildanywayiwasn'taskingyouguysiwas

tellingyouandjustsoyouknowthecompanywill

needaCFOonceitstartsrunningsoyoubetterget

ittogetherorletmeknowifyoucan'tworkthereso

thatistartlookingforone

Nombulelo:youareunbelievable?

Nomayeza:leavethedeadforthedeadthat'sthe

biblenotme.Vulaifyoucareabouryourlifeyou

betterwipethosetears,putyourbiggirlpantieson

andseethatthelodgegetsfinished

Nomvula:(crying)iwantnothingtodowiththat

Nomayeza:ohwellthat'syourcalltomakeasfor

thisgirlshe'sout.Seeyoubabiesmommy'sdooris

alwaysopen,bye

ShesaidwalkingoutwhileNombuleloshookher

headnotbelievingwhatjusthappened...



Nombulelo:what'swrongwiththiswoman?

(Scoffed)butdon'tworrysisyoustillhaveme

Nomvula:(crying)whywouldZaneledothistous

whywouldshedothistome?

Nombulelo:letitalloutmyloveonceyouaregood

wearegoingafterher

Shesaidcaressingherarmwhileshehysterically

cried.

AttheStation...

Xabasmiledlookingathisnewwatchanddialed

Bontleswinginghischair...

Bontle:bathongXabawearemeetingincourtina

few



Xaba:imiwrongtojustcallmywoman?

Bontle:(chuckled)notatallbutyouareseeingher

inabit

Xaba:inadifferentsetting

Bontle:yesbutstill

Xaba:stillnothing.Istillcan'tgetoverwhatyoudid

formysonandilastnight

Bontle:comeonyouhavealreadythankedme

Xaba:butitfeelssospecial.Everyoneis

complimentingmetodayonlyiftheyknewim

wearinga2kcologneanda1kwatch

Bontle:(laughed)bathongbanna.Youguysget

excitedoversuchsmallthingsah

Xaba:thisishugeloveyouspenk5konmealone

noonehasneverdonethatforme

Bontle:wellyoudeserveithey

Xaba:andforyoutogetJasonabigpartynoman

no

Bontle:wellhedeservesitafterallhe'sacuteand



goodbabyshameijustwanttokeephim

Xaba:idon'tknowhowtothankyouenough

Bontle:justyousayingthankyouandseeingthe

smileonyourfacesisenoughforme

Xaba:youhonestlydon'tknowhow...

HestoppedtalkingasLeratocameinwithredhuge

eyes...

Xaba:loveiwillcallyoujustnowok

Bontle:nowewillseeoneanotheratcourtbye

Xaba:bye(hehungup)Detectiveiseverythingok

youreyesare...(shesatdownandburstintoanother

cry)youdefinitelyarenotok(hesaidclosingthe

door)talktome

Lerato:whatdididotodeservethisXaba?Ithought

itrustedhimwithmylifebutnowhe'susingmy

weaknessesandfailuresasweaponsagainstmeit

hurts,itreallyhurtsXaba(shecriedmore)



Xaba:imsosorrydetectivethatmeanshenever

deservedyou...(thedooropened)colonel

Molao:inmyofficerightnow!

Xaba:butsiri...

Molao:idon'twanttorepeatmyselfMthembu!

HesaidgoingbacktohisofficeasXabaswallowed

andgaveLeratohishandkerchiefandfollowed

Molao...

Molao:closethedoorbehindyou(hedid)sit

Xaba:siristhereaproblem?

Molao:whothehelldoyouthinkyouare?

Xaba:(frowned)huh?

Molao:MthembuXabawhothehelldoyouthink

youarewhileyouarejustamereconstable?Huh?

Doyouthinkshe'sgoingtofallforsomeonelike

you?



Xaba:coloneli...

Molao:heyshutitimtalkinghere.She'soutofyour

leagueMthembuandshedoesn'tdeserveafailure

likeyou

Xaba:(sighed)idon'tknowwhat'sthisaboutbut

withallduerespectcoloneli...

Molao:aisitbackdown(hepushedhimbackdown)

nowyouaregoingtodowhatisaythat'sifyoucare

aboutyourjobdoyouhearme?

Xaba:colonelareyoutryingtodowhatithinkyou

aretryingtodo?

Molao:imnottryingimgoingtodoitifyoudon'tdo

asisay.Xabayouarenotallowedtolookorbreath

inBontleNdaba'swaydoyouhearme?

Xaba:(scoffed)sothisiswhyyourwomaniscrying

hereyesout?Wowineverthoughtyouwerethis

kindofmanMolao

Molao:heyimyourbossMthembu

Xaba:thenactlikeitandstoptryingtofightmefor

awomanyouwillneverhave.Ican'tbelieve



detectiveLeratoisinlovewithamanlikeyou.You

lookalldecentandsharpenedoutsidebutinside,

(scoffed)youarerotten,amanwithnorespectfor

womenandyouthinkyoudeserveBontle?(Looked

athimfromdownup)youarebetterthanthat.You

honestlydon'twanttodothiscolonelbecause

MthembuXabaisnotapushnorawalkover.Idon't

mindtakingthisbadgeofftoshowyouthat,justtry

me

HeclickedhistongueleavingasMolaoscoffed

sittingonhisdesk...

Molao:imwarningyouXabadon'tpushmeplease,

don't

AttheJola's...

Samkelowhistledcomingfromoutsideafter

hangingherbaby'sclothesonthelineandchecked



herphoneinthecharger...

Samkelo:Whyhasn'tanyonecalledyetdidtheykill

myfriend

ShesaidpunchinginBongani'snumberbutthat

washaultedbyKennedywhowalkedinwhistling

holdingbabySisanda...

Kennedy:(smiled)heymama

Samkelo:(swallowedputtingherphonedown)how

didyougetinhere?

Kennedy:niceandeasyit'sTuesdayandtheJola's

mansionguardsareoffthedaydutyonlycomingin

atnightgivingusmorethanenoughtimetoplay

together

Samkelo:putmychilddownKennedy

Kennedy:nxcohshe'ssuchasweetwelcoming

babyit'sonlyapitythat...(Samkeloopenedtheknife



drawerasheputhisgunonthetable)ah-uhah-uh

don'tyouevendarethinkaboutitsweetypie

Sheswallowedlookingatthegunandupat

KennedywhilebabySisaplayedwithhisfacialhair.

^

^

^
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^
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Samkelo:okKennedywhatdoyouwant?

Kennedy:youknowwhyimhere

Samkelo:Bonganiwillbehereanytimefromnow



Kennedy:Bonganiisathisoffice

Samkelo:imnotsurprisedthatyouwouldknow

Kennedy:(smiled)atleastyouknowidomy

homeworkbeforedoinganything

Samkelo:yessiriknowthat

Kennedy:ooohsoshehasmanners(chuckled)i

didn'tknowachildcouldhumbleapersonlikethis.

Samkelowhatdidyouthinkyouweredoing?

Samkelo:imsorry

Kennedy:areyoureallysorryoryouaresorrythat

youareinatightcornernow

Samkelo:imsorryKennedyiunderestimatedyour

capabilities

Kennedy:ithinkweshouldsitdownandhavea

chatbeforewecandoanythingsofollowmetothe

lounge

HesaidturningsmilingandplayingwithbabySisa

asSamkeloquicklyreachedforabutterknifeand



putitinherbehindpocket.Sisandagroanedas

kennedysmiledtakingoutabottleofmilkoutofhis

pocket...

Kennedy:someoneishungry.Hereyougobeautiful

girl

Samkelo:whendidyoudohermilk?

Kennedy:don'tworryyourselfaboutthat

Samkelo:noandthat'snotherbottle.Whatareyou

feedingmychild?

Kennedy:(smiled)wouldshebedrinkingitifitwas

notmilk?Wedidn'tcometosithereandtalkabout

babymilk.Soyoudecidedtotellyourfriendabout

yourlittlediscovery?

Samkelo:yes

Kennedy:why?

Samkelo:forhertoknowthekindofpersonyouare

(shesubtlythrewapillowdown)

Kennedy:ohandyourotherfriendwhyhaven'tyou



toldher?

Samkelo:iwantedhertotrustmefirst(shethrew

anotherpillowdown)

Kennedy:ohsoyouaregoingtotellher?

Samkelo:youaregoingtokillusaren'tyou?

Kennedy:(smiled)ohsoyoualreadyknowwhat's

goingtohappenhere?

Samkelo:youwouldn'tcomeallthewayherefor

nothingnowwouldyou?(shethrewanotherpillow)

Kennedy:yougotthat...

Samkelo:bringmychild!

ShesaidgrabbingSidandafromhisarmsandthrew

heronthepillowsassheburstintoacryand

Kennedygrabbedherbytheneckfrombehind...

Kennedy:whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?

Samkelo:(gagging)oneofusisgoingtomakeitout



ofhereacorpsebutitsnotgoingtobemydaughter

Kennedy:(tightenedthegrip)ohsoyouareafighter

neh?

Samkelo:onethingaboutmeisthatimfromthe

ghetto

Shesaidlookingatthegunatthekitchencounter

whilehestrangledhermore...

Kennedy:thatmakesthetwoofus?

Samkelo:yeahright

Shesaidgrabbingabutterknifefromherback

pocketandstabbedhisarmasheflinchedback...

Kennedy:youshit!

Samkelo:whatareyougoingtodonow?

Kennedy:youareawitch



Samkelo:youhaven'tseenathing

Shedaidcountingthedistancefromtheloungeto

thekitchenanditwasquitelongasshekickedhis

knee...

Kennedy:ow!

Samkelo:nowwho'sfromtheghettoyoubastard!

(Kickedhimagain)youthinkimgoingtoletyou

comeinhereandgetawaywithyourshit!?

Kennedy:(stucktheknifeout)youbitch!

Samkelo:bitchkemmaoyoushit!

Shesaidkickinghimandattemptedtoruntothe

kitchenbuthegrabbedherbyherhairasshe

screamedfallingonherback...

Kennedy:slut!



HesaidgoingontopofherwhileSisandacontinued

tocryontheothersideofthecouches...

Kennedy:(strangledher)noonemakesitoutalive

whentheyhavetodealwithme

Samkelo:(gaggedholdinghisarms)youareevil!

Kennedy:(chuckled)iknow,iknow

FeelingherbreathslowlyleaveherbodySamkelo

putherfingerinthestabwouldasKennedyletgoof

her.Shewastednosecondandwantforhiseyes

withherfingersasKennedyscreamedswearingat

her...

Samkelo:youdon'tmesswithamotheryoushit!

Shegrabbedhimbyhisafroandpulleditashardas

shecouldwhilehegroanedinpain.Shepuchedhim

inthemiddleofhiseyesashegotblindedfora

minute.Thattimeshesuccessfullyrantothe



kitchenandquicklygrabbedthegunaimingforhis

shoulder.Likeapro,sheshothisleftshoulderashe

gruntedinpainwhilebabySisacriedmore...

Samkelo:itoldyoutonotstartsomethingyou

wouldneverfinish(sheshotanothershoulderashe

screamed)

Kennedy:bitch!

Samkelo:itoldyouoneofusisgoingtoleavethis

placeacorpse.Nowwhatdidyoufeedmychild!?

Kennedy:(stoodupwithblooddripingfromhis

shoulders)youseethat,that'sslowlygoingtoeat

herbutfactisshe'snotgoingtomakeittothe

evening

Samkelo:yousonofabitch!

Sheburstintotearsandshotbothofhiskneesat

thesametimeashefellonhisbackgruntinginpain.

Knowingtherewasnohowhewasgoingtomove

shequicklywentforherbabyandliftedherup...



Samkelo:don'tcrybabymamaishereok.Mamais

goingtomakesureyouareok

ShesaidgoingbacktowhereKennedywaslying

gruntinginpainandsteppedonhisotherkneeas

hegruntedmore...

Samkelo:mychildisnotalabratyoushit!

Shewenttothekitchenandputherheadoverthe

zincpressingherstomachwithbothherhands

whileSisandacriedinpain...

Samkelo:imsosorrybabybutimdoingitforyour

owngood

ShepressedagainasSisandavomitedthe"milk"

out...



Samkelo:that'smygirl.Let'sdoitforthelasttime

Shepressedheragainasshesplashedanother

vomitandcried..

Samkelo:youareabiggirlok.Mommywillneverdo

anythingtohurtyou

Shekissedherandlaidheronthekitchencounter

andwenttotakethegunfromthefloorsteppingon

Kennedy'skneeagain...

Samkelo:asshole!

ShetookthegunandfixedSisandaabottleof

processedmilkandputdropletsofherdigestive

systemcleansercyrupthengaveher.Shethentook

herandputheronthecarpetinthelivingroom



whilecallingformedicalhelp.Afterspeakingtothe

medicshecalledthepolice...

Officer:Thembisapolicestationhowmaywebeof

help?

Samkelo:youarespeakingtoSamkeloDlomoin

Waterfallhouse10237ihaveanintruder

Officer:okma'ampleaseremaincalmwewill

deployofficerstoyouraid

Samkelo:thankyou

ShehungupandwenttoKennedywhowassoftly

groaning...

Kennedy:imfeelingcold

Samkelo:andyouthinkicare?Thisiswhatyouget

fortryingpeopleyoudon'tknow(steppedonhis

shoulderashegrunted)ihadachancetokillyou

butimnotgoingtodothatbecauseyouhavealot



toanswerto.Onethingiknowisthatyouwillnever

forgetthatyouoncehadanencounterwith

SamkeloDlomoaladyyouthoughtunderestimated

youbutyouaretheonewhounderestimatedher

youpieceofshit!

Theambulancewailedoutsideassheopenedforit

followedbythepolice....

Medic:whathappenedhere?

Samkelo:ishothimbuthefedmychildthisi

believeitspotentbecausehesaidshewasn'tgoing

tomakeittotheevening

Medic:okquicklyattendthechild.Thisoneisnot

thatinjuredit'sjusttoremovethebullets.Ma'am

areyougoingtocomewithus?

Samkelo:ofcourse

Shesaidrunningtotheirroomtogetherdaughter's

bag...



Officer:yousayyoushothim?

Samkelo:yessirandhere'sthegun

Officer:thankyouwewillmakesurehefacesthe

law

Samkelo:thankyouofficer

Shesaidlockingthedoorandjumpedinhercar

followingtheambulancewithherdaughterwhile

thepolicewentbacktothestation.

AtJola'sI'tech...

AfterlockinghimselfintheofficeBonganiburst

intotearswithhisfaceunderhisarmsonhisdesk...

Bongani:whyZanele,why!?Whywouldyoudothis

tome?Itrustedyouwithmylife,why!?



Hecriedmorereachingforthewhiskeyontheside

tableandtookasipstraightfromthebottle...

Bongani:whathurtsmostisthatiloveyouZanele.I

loveyou(hecriedmore)youhavedonealotof

thingsbutthis,thisisnotwhatiexpectedyoutodo

tome.2decades,2fulldecadeslyingtomyface

tellingmeyoulovemewhileyouknowyoukilledmy

father(tookanothergulp)mylittlesisteradoredyou

Zaneleshelookeduptoyouasherrolemodel

becauseshebelievedyouwereawomanofhonour

littledidsheknowyoukilledherownfather(cried

more)Zanelewhatkindofanimalareyou,whatkind

of...

Aballoflumpstuckonhisthroatasheswallowedit

andcontinuedtocrywhiletakinganothersipfrom

thewhiskey.HisphoneranganditwasSamkelo

buthecutthecallandthenswitcheditoff.



Incourt...

Thejudgemadehiswayinandtookhisseatand

orderedeveryonetotaketheirseatasZinosatnext

toMgqobiwhileontheothersidewasBontleand

Xabaasshescribbled...

Judge:maytheaccusedpleasestand(Zinodid)Ms

ZinokuhleTombalehowdoyoupleadtothe

chargesbeforeyou?

Zino:(sighedlookingatXaba)guilty(Xabalookedat

her)

Judge:areyousureMsTombale

Zino:yesyourhonouripleadguiltytokilling

Semakaleng

Judge:okthentherewillbenoneedforatrial.Your

sentencedaywillbecommuicatedwiththeright

people.Courthasbeenadjourned(hehitthegavel)

Officer:allrise!



Theyalldidashemadehiswayout...

Mgqobi:thankyoufordoingtherightthing

Zino:nothankyouforshowingmethelight

Mgqobi:seeyouaroundhey

Zino:whenisZanele'scasestarting?

Mgqobi:tomorrow

Zino:areyoubeingserious?

Mgqobi:yeah

Zino:(sighed)oktheniguessweneedtobe

prepared

Mgqobi:yeahbutimreadyonmyside

Zino:that'sgood

TheypartedwaysasZinogotescortedoutwhile

outsideBontlepulledXaba'sarm...



Bontle:hey.Areyouok?

Xaba:(sighed)no

Bontle:what'swrong?

Xaba:myboss

Bontle:(frowned)who?

Xaba:Molao

Bontle:whatdidhedo?

Xaba:don'tworryyourselfit'snothingican'thandle

Bontle:butyoulookbotheredXabasoit'sdefinitely

worrisome

Xaba:(sighed)hetoldmetostayawayfromyou

Bontle:hewhat!?

Xaba:pleasedon'tgoandconfronthimiwillsortit

outmyself

Bontle:whywouldhesaythat?

Xaba:apparentlyidon'tdeserveyou.Iguesshe

wantsyou



Bontle:(scoffed)ohwowthismustbeajoke

Xaba:youarenotgoingtosayanythingtohimright?

Bontle:thisalsoconcernsmewhodoeshethinkhe

isthatheknowswhodeservesmeanddoesn't?Im

notgoingtotakethislyingdown

Xaba:babeplease

Bontle:noXaba,waitishethreatningyourjob?

Xaba:nohehasn't

Bontle:letmeknowifhetriesto,hewillseethat

he'snotgluedtothatpositionofhis

Xaba:babecalmdown

Bontle:noMolaothinkslessofmeyouknowjust

becauseitoldhimthatihadacrushonhimhe

thinkshehastherighttodothattoyou.Hedoesn't

ownme

Xaba:crush?

Bontle:that'sbeforehetoldmehewasinvolved

withsomeone

Xaba:ohok



Bontle:ihopethat'snotaproblemwithyou

Xaba:noimgoodaslongasyouneveractedonit

Bontle:noinever

Xaba:ok.

Bontle:remembertotellmeifhestartsthreatening

yourjob

Xaba:oklove

Bontle:seeyoulaterhey

Xaba:ihopeyouguyswillbeabletoworktogether

sinceZanele'scaseisstartingtomorrow

Bontle:I'maveryprofessionalpersonirespectmy

workspace

Xaba:that'sgood

Bontle:immeetingupwiththepartyplannerlater

soiwillcallyouandupdateyouonwhat'sgoingon

ok

Xaba:alright.Seeyou

Bontle:begoodhey



Xaba:iwill.Youtoo

Theyhuggedashekissedherforeheadandwent

intotheircarsdrivingout.

AtThembisagraveyards...

The6guyssheaskedforhelpfromreachedtheend

ofthegraveastheyshooktheirheadsseeing

remainsofthecoffinandsomebricks...

Guy:detectivecomesee

Shegotoffthecarandpacedtothegraveand

frownedlookinginside...

Lerato:areyoukiddingmerightnow?

Guy:nope,theywererighttherearebrickshereand



noskeleton

Lerato:(sighed)wowsoZanelewasright,Kennedy

mighthavekilledourdad(herphonerang)ma?

Pontsho:ohokae?(Whereareyou)Yourbrother

hasbeenarrestedandimtoldhehasbeenshoton

hisshouldersandknees.

Lerato:(sighed)okimcoming.(Shehungup)don't

coverthegravepleasejustputthefenceiasked

youtocomewithok,iwilltalktotheguardsatthe

gate

Guy:okdetective

Shegotinhercaranddroveout...

Lerato:whywouldKennedydosomethinglikethis?

Really,yourownfather?(Scoffed)he'sgoingto

knowwhoiamthistimearound

Sheclickedhertonguestoppingbytheguardsat



thegate.

^

^

^

^

^
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AtJola'sI'tech...

Withherdaughtersleepinginherbabycartanda

pacifierinhermouth,Samkelosighedcheckinghow

fartheelevatorwas.Onemoreflooranditarrivedat

themanagementofficesfloor.Itopenedasshe

pushedthecartoutandwentstraighttoBongani's

office.Sheputherearagainstthedoorbefore



knockingandheardsomemusicsoundsandthen

knocked.Shegotnoanswerandknockedagainbut

stillgotnoanswer...

Samkelo:Bonganiit'sSamkelopleaseopenup.

Bongani?

Sheknockedcallinghimbutshegotnoanswer

evenwhenshetriedthelock...

Samkelo:lookisawyourcardownstairssoiknow

youareinthereeventhereceptionisttoldmethat

youare...

Bongani:(opened)whatareyoudoinghere?

Samkelo:(frownedathowdrunkhewas)Bongani?

Bongani:whatdoyouwantZanele'sfriend?

Samkelo:(swallowed)canicomein

Bongani:no



Samkelo:butBonganiyouneedsomeonetotalkto

Bongani:anditshouldbeZanele'sfriend?Yeah

right

Hetriedtoclosethedooronherfacebutshe

quicklypusheditopenwithhimstaggeringback...

Bongani:hmmyou'restrongneh.Pleaseleave

beforeicallsecurity

Samkelo:(closedthedoor)whyareyoudoingthis

toyourself?Bonganiyouarenotthispersonand

againthat'snothowyoudealwithyourproblems

Bongani:didSbukillyourfatherandstayedwith

youfor20years?Nosodon'tcomehereandtalk

aboutsomethingyoudon'tknowof

Samkelo:yesitwouldhurtbutBonganiyoulove

thiswoman

Bongani:that'sexactlywhat'spushingmetodo

whatimdoingnow.IloveZanele.Wait,sowheni

toldyousheaskedtomeetwithusyouknewwhatit



wasabout?

Samkelo:yesiknew

Bongani:wow,abafazi

Samkelo:andSbuistheonewhoshotherafter

hearingwhatshedid

Bongani:(swallowed)what?

Samkelo:idon'tknowhowheheardKennedyandi

talkingbuthedidandwenttoconfrontZaneleand

shother.(Bonganiswallowedsittingdown)alli

havebeendoingwastoblockKennedyfrom

revealingorusingthisasaweapontogetintoyour

lives.IwantedZaneletotellyouguysherselfand

imgladshetookmyadvice

Bongani:(sighedscratchinghishead)Sbuplanted

microphonedcamerasinyourhousethenightyou

metupwithKennedy

Samkelo:ohsoyouknew

Bongani:yes.Whynow,whyadviceZaneletotellus

whatshedidnow?Wouldshehavedoneitif

Kennedywasn'tinthepicture?



Samkelo:tobehonestwithyouidon'tknowbut

whatmattersnowisthatyouguysknowthetruth

Bongani:mylifeisonebigmess.Immadlyinlove

withmyfather'skillerwow

Hescoffedtryingtotakeasipfromthewhiskeybut

Samkelograbbedthebottlefromhim...

Bongani:Samkelo

Samkelo:youguysbetterstoprunningtoalcohol

wheneveryouhaveproblems.Lookatyourfriend

he'sinICUfightingforhislifeallbecauseofthis

bottleandwhenhecomesbacktolifehewillbe

facedwithchargesofkillingapoorwomanand

injuringherhusbanddoyouseewhatrunningtothe

bottomofthebottledoes?Doyouwantthatfor

yourself?

Bongani:youknowiwouldneverdrivewhendrunk

Samkelo:atthemomentimnotsure.Youare

spirallingoutofcontrolinsteadoffacingthe



situationheadon.(Sighed)imsorrythisisgoingto

comeoutinsensitivebutyourfatherisdead,it's

been2decadesnowandhe'snotcomingback,yes

hislifewastakenfromhimbysomeonewholooked

tobeselfishatthattimebutshewasa21yearold

whowantedtomakeitinlife,yessheshouldhave

triedbetterwaysbutforherthatwasachanceand

shetookit.WhatZaneledidwaswrong,verywrong

butDumisaniwasn'tanangeleither.Hewantedto

sleepwithherBongani,wouldyoupreferyour

daughtersleepwithsomeoneforamerepromotion?

Ofcoursenot.Iunderstandyouareangryatherits

okforyoutobeangryatherbutdeepdownyoustill

loveherright?

Bongani:(sniffed)yes

Samkelo:that'swhatshouldmatter.Yourwifeis

abouttobefacedwiththeworstcourtcaseever

andmightendupgoingtoprisonforlifesheneeds

yoursupport

Bongani:soishouldsupportherafterwhatshedid?

Evenwithwhatimgoingthrough?Iwasliedto

Samkelo



Samkelo:youtwostoodinfrontofusanddeclared

thatyouwillbewitheachotheringoodandbad

timenowthisisthetimetoshowusthatyoumeant

yourvowsordidn'tyou?

Bongani:idid

Samkelo:beangrywithherbutdon'tshowthe

worldthatangerbecauseyouwillbeopeninga

woundthatwouldnevercloseandanotherthing

protectherfromyoursisterswebothknowhow

Nombulelois

Bongani:it'stheirfather

Samkelo:he'sdeadbutyourwifeisstillaliveordo

youwanthertodie?

Bongani:ofcoursenot

Samkelo:imsorrybutthisismarriageforyoudear,

thisisloveforyousometimesyouwinsometimes

youloseitsalluptoyouonhowyoucarryonduring

thesetimes.Now,wecametotellyouthatwewill

beofficiallymovingbackhome

Bongani:(wipedhistears)what?



Samkelo:yeahithinkit'stimewewentbackhome

now.Whateveryouneedimjustaphonecallaway

Bongani:(sawaplasteronhercheek)what

happenedtoyourcheek?

Samkelo:don'tworryaboutthatSisascratchedme

Bongani:andwhyisshethisasleep?

Samkelo:iguessshe'sjusttired.Rememberimnot

theenemyandimjustaphonecallaway.Ifyoufeel

aloneandlostwehaveplentyofroomatourhouse

youarewelcometocomeover.Byeanddon'tdrive

outherelikethisSisandaneedshisuncle

Bongani:iwon't

Samkelo:good.Comehere

Shegavehimahugandsmiledathimwalkingout

withherbabywhileBonganisighedsittingdown...

Bongani:yeahnehuthandonomshato(loveand

marriage)



Helookedatthewhiskeybottlebutgrabbedabottle

ofwater.

AtNdabaAttorneys...

Bontleclickedhertongueanddecidedtocall

Molao...

Molao:ColonelMolaospeakinghowmayibeof

help?

Bontle:youarespeakingtoBontleNdaba

Molao:(smiled)ohhi,howareyou...

Bontle:whatkindofamanareyou?

Molao:pardon?

Bontle:whywouldyouthreatenanothermanlike

thatoverawomanwhileyouareinarelationship?

Molao:ishouldhaveknownhewasgoingtorunto



you.Yousee,youdon'tdeservetobewithsomeone

likehim

Bontle:whoareyou?Myancestorperhaps?What

givesyoutherighttothinkthatyouknowwhoi

deservetobewithandnot?

Molao:I'mjust...

Bontle:nothing,ican'tbelieveihadacrushonyou,

whatawaste,youareapatheticexcuseforaman.

Imnowalkoveroranobjectthatyouthinkyoucan

own.ImwithXabaandilikehimalotandyoubetter

acceptthat.Iwasneveryourwomanandiwill

neverbeyourwoman.(Scoffed)tothinkithought

youwereamanofdignitykantenoyouarejustlike

thosepatheticpossessiveidiots.LeaveXabaalone

oryouwillhavemetodealwithandtrustmeit

won'tlookgoodbecauseiwillmakesuretoend

yourcareerinaninstantareweclear?(Hekept

quiet)areweclear?

Molao:imsorryididn'tmeantooverstepmy

boundariesithought...

Bontle:youthoughtnothing,asfarasyouandiare



concernedwewillbedealingwiththiscasethat's

startingtomorrowapartfromthatwehavenothing

bringingustogether.Focusonyourrelationship

andleaveXabaalone

Shehungupashesighedputtinghisphonedown...

Molao:howcanyouallowanotherwoman's

presencechangeyouMolao?Youarenotthis

person

Hesighedsittingbackandrubbedhisface.

Atthehospital...

ThenursecamewiththephoneandgaveZanele

whosatupandanswered...



Zanele:Zanelehello?

Nombulelo:yesnjandin(yesyoubastard)

Zanele:(scoffed)Nombulelo

Nombulelo:Nombulelomyassyouwitch

Zanele:soyouphonedtoinsultme?

Nombulelo:iknewyouwereneverformybrother

wena

Zanele:andyouknowthathow?Youarea

relationshipexpertwhilenomanhaslookedyour

wayforyearsnow?Don'tyoudarecomeatmelike

thatnana(thenursescoffedwalkingout)

Nombulelo:idon'tneedtobeanexperttoknow

whatmybrotherdeserves

Zanele:whatisthepointofthiscall?Ncgacgisele

please(clearthatforme)

Nombulelo:youaregoingtopayforwhatyoudid

Zanele

Zanele:ohokbutitwasokforhimtowanttosleep

withme



Nombulelo:ulihoola(youareaslut)youthrew

yourselfonhimvele

Zanele:idon'tdodesperatethingsformoneybabes

youandiarenotthesamepersonok.

Nombulelo:youthinkyouarethishighandmighty

bitchbutyouarenothing

Zanele:(chuckled)idon'tthinkyesiknowiamdon't

mistakethetwo

Nombulelo:imgoingtomakeyoupay,imgoingto

makesureyoubleeduntilyoudie

Zanele:iseeyouforgethowyoudidn'tgetcharged

forthemurderyouareanaccompliceto

Nombulelo:youwillbethrowingyoursisterunder

thebus

Zanele:she'salreadyinprisonandimprettyshe's

doingsowellinthereidon'tknowifyouwoulddo

wellaswell.Onephonecalltothejudgeandyour

lifewillcomecrumblingdownlittleprincessdon't

comeatmelikethat

Nombulelo:youareasnake



Zanele:andmypoisonslowlyeatsyouuntilyoudie.

Nombuleloiwillkillyou,ndisakubulalange

s'xhosamtase

Nombulelo:youarenotevenashamed

Zanele:ifyoudidn'tknowmynicknameis

"umcgwabi"andsinceyouareSouthafricani

believeyouknowwhatitmeans

Nombulelo:youaregoingtoburninhell

Zanele:withthedevilsuckingonmybreast.Bye

littletwimp

Sheclickedhertonguehangingupandcalledthe

nursetocomeandtakethephone.

Atthehospital...

Pontsho:areyounotgoingtocomein?

Lerato:noyougorightahead



Pontsho:Leratothisisyourbrotherwearetalking

about

Lerato:yohmadidisayiwanttoseehim?

Pontsho:iknowKennedydidyoubadbutmychild

it'sallinthepastnow

Lerato:magoinandseeyoursonordoyouwantto

usetaxistogobackhomeimworkinghere

Pontsho:yoh

ShesaidgoinginasKennedysighedseeingher...

Kennedy:matheyarelyingiwouldneverdosucha

thing

Pontsho:iknowmybabyiknow

Kennedy:thatwomanwantedtokillmejust

becauseitoldheriwasgoingtotellherfriend's

familythetruth

Pontsho:youshouldstayawayfrompoorpeople

myson.Whydotheyhavetoputhandcuffsonyou?



Kennedy:sheliedandsaidiwastryingtobreakin

herhomebutdon'tworryLeratoandmylawyerwill

comethroughforme.Didyoutellher?

Pontsho:she'sactuallyoutsideshesaysshe

doesn'twanttocomein

Kennedy:(sighed)maican'tgotoprisonimnot

guilty

Pontsho:don'tworrymysonwearegoingtofight

thisdon'tworryok

Shesaidkissinghisforeheadandpouredhima

glassofwaterwhilebythedoorLeratolookedin

throughtheglassandshookherheadwithherlips

curved...

Lerato:bloodycunt

Sheclickedhertongueandleftsendinghermother

amessage.



Incourt...

Theeveryonesatdownasthejudgeopenedhis

file...

Judge:MrThembaZuluandMrsKhethiweZulu

yourdivorcehasbeenfinalisedandthefollowing

arethetermsofyourdivorce.MrThembawe

believethatyouhavealreadygivensomeofyour

propertytoyoursecondwifewhoisnowyourex

butthenyouhavechildrenwiththiswoman.Isay

childrenbecausethiscourtbelievesthatKhethiwe

ZuluwantsnothingbutThemba'spropertyand

that'swhyshecamehereforinthefirstplace.We

believethatifthiswasn'tthesituationMskhethiwe

wasgoingtomilkThembadryandstillleavehim

forhisbrotherontheotherhandwealsobelieve

thatThembadidn'tdorightbyKhethiwe,heliedand

fleedtheirhomefor10yearsabandoningtheir

children.NowThembaZuluallyourremaining



propertywillbegiventoyourchildren.Theshares

tothetruckingcompanyhoweverwillbegivento

NomayezaZulufortimebeinguntilyourchildren

are21thentheywilldecidewhattodowiththemas

foryouMsKhethiweyouwon'tbegettinganything

fromthis.Courtisadjourned

Hehitthegavelastheyallstoodupwhilehemade

hiswayout...

Terrance:imsosorry

Khethiwe:it'sabummeryesbutatleastthekidsare

gettingwhattheydeserve

Terrance:thatmeansweshouldgoandstartour

newlifetogether

Khethiwe:let's

TheykissedandleftwhileZulugotescortedout

withhislipscurved.



Backatthehospital...

Zanelecalledthenursebackinagainandaskedfor

herphonetomakeacall...

Nurse:imgoingtodoroundswiththedoctorjust

keepitiwillgetitwhenwearedone

Zanele:youareanangelbabes

ShesmiledleavingwhileZanelepunchedin

Samkelo'snumber...

Samkelo:Samkelohello?

Zanele:yougoodwitch

Samkelo:(smiled)heybabehowareyoufeeling?

Zanele:surprisinglygoodifeelreleaved

Samkelo:youseesometimesitsgoodtolistento



Samkelo

Zanele:butimworriedaboutBonganibabeshave

youseenhim?

Samkelo:he'snotokbutafterthetalkihadwith

himibelievehewillbefineyoujusthavetogive

himtimeandspaceandifheasksanythingjustbe

honest

Zanele:definitelylove,thelastthingiwantistolose

myhusbandilovethismanSammyyouknowit

Samkelo:idobabesido

Zanele:imightgotoprisonforalongtimebutim

notgoingtostopfightinguntiligobackhometo

myman

Samkelo:nowthat'sthespiritlove.Hashissiblings

contactedyouyet?

Zanele:onlyNombuleloyouknowhowsheisbuti

putherinherplace

Samkelo:itrustyouto.Yourfocusisthecaseand

makingsurethatyourmandoesn'tleaveyouthat's

it



Zanele:yeah

Samkelo:anywayKennedycametoseemebuti

havedealtwithhim

Zanele:don'ttellmeyoukilledhimihavejustsent

hissisterbehindhim

Samkelo:iknewyouwoulddothatsoijusthurthim

alittle

Zanele:goodthatbastardisgoingtoruethedayhe

thoughtofcrossingmeortryingtocomebetween

myhusbandandi.Youdon'tthreatenZaneleJola

andgettolivepeacefullyno

Samkelo:speakingofthatwhatareyourplansfor

Sbusiso?Iknowyousodon'tyoudaretrytolieto

me

Zanele:honestlyimlividwithyourhusband

Samkelohowdarehedowhathedidtome?

(Sighed)he'ssoluckyhemarriedmybestfriendso

hegetsanotherchancetolife

Samkelo:(sighedoutofrelief)thenyouhavemyfull

supportfromnowon



Zanele:withthatsaiddidyougetholdofmyprivate

designertomorrowisfirsrdayofcourtandyou

Umcgwabiisaqueenofmakingstatements

Samkelo:(smiled)don'tworrybabeseverythingis

ontherighttrack

Zanele:that'smygirl(theylaughed)anywaybye

babesletmegetreadyformymeetingwithMgqobi

Samkelo:byelovebegood

Zanele:ZanelemaybebutnotUmcgwabibecause

fromhereonUmcgwabi'spersonalitywillbeliving

throughZanele'sbody

Samkelo:youaresick

Zanele:noimnotsickimthequeenofmycastle

TheylaughedhangingupasZanelesighedsmiling...

Zanele:Umcgwabiusevukilemanje,livukileidemon

(theundertakerisback,thedemonisawake)

everyonepleaseallowmetore-introducemyself



Shesaidslowlysittinguponherrightside.

AttheStation...

LeratopacedaroundtheofficeasXabafrowned

lookingather...

Xaba:youaregoingtoendupdizzy

Lerato:ican'tbelieveimgoingtosaythisbut

Zanelewasright

Xaba:shewhat?

Lerato:yepweburiedbricks.Youknowiwantedto

stormintothathospitalroomandstranglethelife

outofKennedyXaba?Ittookmealottohold

myself

Xaba:imgladyoudid,soyoufoundbricks?

Lerato:yeahnowihavetogobacktoherformore



detailsbutbeforethatiwantanswersXabaandif

heliestomethenimgoingtodotheunthinkableto

Kennedy

Xaba:don'tdoanythingtojeopardiseyourjob

please

Lerato:ofcoursenot,imnotanidiotmyfriend

Xaba:okmyfriend.Wowsohedidit?

Lerato:(tookhercarkeys)seeyoulaterbuddy

SheopenedthedooronlytobumpintoMolaoashe

wasabouttoknock...

Lerato:pleaseexcuseme

Molao:detective,imactuallyheretoseeyou...

Leratoscoffedshakingherheadandwalkedaway

asMolaoswallowedlookingatXaba...



Molao:constable...

Xaba:withallduerespectcolonelistillvaluemyjob

somayidoitinpeace?Thanks

HesaidtakinghisseatasanembarassedMolao

clearedhisthroatandmadehiswaybacktohis

office.15minuteslaterLeratomadewaytoXaba's

hospitalroomandstoppedbythedoorsighing.She

lookedathimthroughtheglassandmadeherway

inside...

Kennedy:(smiled)sis,iknewyouwouldn'tabandon

me.I'msorryforallididtoyoubutimgladyouare

heretosupportmesotrustmeiwill...

Lerato:Kennedywhereismyfather'sbody?

Hisheartskippedabeatasheswallowedahuge

lumpblinking.

^



^

^

^

^
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Kennedy:(clearedhisthroat)idon'tunderstand

Lerato:ohkehobotsekasesotho,Kennedykere

mmelewamofuntataakaohokae(ohshouldiask

youinSotho,Kennedywhereismydeadfather's

body)

Kennedy:Leratoweburiedourfather15yearsago

Lerato:ok.Kennedywhyisthebarthatmyfather

boughtyounolongeroperating?

Kennedy:kantewhydoyoukeepsayingyourfather

yourfatherhewasmyfatheraswellandagainwhy



areyouaskingmealotofquestionscan'tyousee

thatiminpain?

Lerato:stoptryingtododgemyquestionsplease

Kennedy:imnotdodgingyourquestionsimjust

wonderingwhat'sgoingon

Lerato:canyoupleaseanswerme

Kennedy:thebarisnolongeroperatingLerato

Lerato:whyisthequestion

Kennedy:whowasgoingtorunitwhileiminJoburg?

Lerato:youcanalwaysgetamanagerforit

Kennedy

Kennedy:wellifyoudidn'tknowimverysensitive

withmymoney

Lerato:ohyeah?

Kennedy:yes.Leratoinsteadofbombardingme

withendlessquestionsyoushouldbehelpingme

outofthesehandcuffsthatwomanislying

Lerato:youthinkidon'tknowwhoSamkeloDlomo

is?



Kennedy:ihopeyoudidnotlistentoanyshitshe

toldyou

Lerato:whatwouldshetellmethat'sgotanything

todowithyou?

Kennedy:whatcanisay,firstthingiseeyou

hugginginmyclubnowyoucomeaskingmeabout

somonewhodied15yearsago

Lerato:doyouknowyoualmostkilledaninfant

Kennedy?

Kennedy:(swallowed)idon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout

Lerato:(scoffed)youaregoingawayforalongtime

bigbrotheridon'tknowifyouaresickintheheador

whatbutitoldyoualongtimeagothatstopgetting

involvedwiththeJola'stheyarebadnewsherewe

arenotevenlongafter,thesamepeopleyouwerein

loveoverheelswitharetheverysameones

designingyourgraveandtrustmeicouldn'tbe

happier

Kennedy:Leratowhatareyousaying?



Lerato:goodbyeKennedyatleastthistimearound

youwillgetsomeactionbehindbars

Shelaughedleavingnotbelievingthathejustliedto

herface.MeanwhileKennedysweatbulletsashis

lipsinstantlywentdrytryingtomakesenseofwhat

Leratosaidtohim...

Kennedy:soZaneletoldLeratowhatidid?OhLord

thiscan'tbehappening

Hesaidlookingatthecuffsinhishandsandshook

therighthandhurtinghisshoulderandgroanedin

pain.

Atthestation...

MolaoknockedonXabaandLerato'sofficedooras

Xabafrownedlookingup...



Xaba:colonel,comein

Molao:ihopeimnotdisturbing

Xaba:noimdoneyoucanhaveaseat

Molao:thankyou.WhereisdetectiveSeboko?

Xaba:shesteppedout

Molao:work?

Xaba:yessir

Molao:ok(clearedhisthroat)icametoapologiseto

youconstable

Xaba:oh?

Molao:yes.Ihavenotbeenonmybestbehaviour

thepasttwodaysandisaidsomeinappropriate

thingstoyousopleasefinditinyourheartto

forgiveme.Justbecauseimyourbossitdoesn't

givemetherighttolookdownonyouandforthat

imreallysorry

Xaba:ishouldsaycolonelthathasreallyshownme

asideofyouthatineverthoughtyouhad



Molao:iknowimdisappointedinmyselfaswell

Xaba:youneedtoworkonthatcolonel

Molao:yesterdayinoticedDetectiveSebokowas

cryingdidshetellyouanything?

Xaba:yesshedidbutimnotgoingtodiscuss

anythingthat'sgotanythingtodowithherwithyou

Molao:(soghed)iunderstand.Ireallymessedup

Xaba:thankyouforunderstanding.Atleastyou

realisedthatyoumessedupittakesabigpersonto

dothatsoiguessyouwilldotherightthing

Molao:yeah.Sodoyouforgiveme?

Xaba:imokwithyou.Wearemenwedon'thold

grudgesbutidon'tthinkwewillbeabletobethe

sameasbeforebutlikeisaidihavenoproblem

withyou

Molao:(swallowed)okiunderstandthankyoufor

yourtime

Xaba:anytime



HestoodupleavingwhileXabashookhishead

lookingathim...

Xaba:neverallowawoman'spresencemakeyou

changefortheworstcolonel

Hescoffedgoingbacktowork.

AtNdabaAttorneys...

Tshephangknockedonceandopenedhermother's

officewithBontleinsideasshesmiledather...

Bontle:youshouldalwayswaitforaresponsewena

Tshephang:thisismymother'sterritorysoifshe

doesn'ttellmeto,imalwaysgoingtothrowmyself

inside(theylaughed)ibroughtusfoodihopeyou

haven'teaten



Bontle:iwasjustabouttocallforadeliveryyouare

alifesaver

Tshephang:Youlookhappy

Bontle:let'sjustsayyouguyswererightineededa

maninmylife

Tshephang:(laughed)allthankstowho?

Bontle:yeahrightshe'sgoingtotakeallthecredit,

wow

Tshephang:hadinotsignedyouupforthatdating

appwewouldn'tbeheretoday

Bontle:(smiled)he'saverynicemansis.Loving,

sweetandthoughtfulnotforgettingsmart

Tshephang:yourperfectmanbabeswewillsoonbe

planningawedding

Bontle:ijustwanttotakeeverythingslowyouknow

Tshephang:that'sgoodbutdon'ttaketoolong

sayingyouarestillgettingtoknowhim.Mostsingle

dadsaregreatmentheyknowhowtotakecareofa

personbecausetheyhadtosinglehandandlyraise

ahumanbeing



Bontle:oksisigotyou.(Sighed)butthenthere'sthe

colonel

Tshephang:noBontleno

Bontle:nohewasrudetohimtellinghimthathe

doesn'tdeservemeandthatimwayoutofXaba's

leagueimeanhowcouldhe

Tshephang:he'snotevenaman.He'sanexcuseto

themalecommunity

Bontle:youcansaythatagain.I'msodisappointed

inhim

Tshephang:butthenagainyouguyswillbeworking

together

Bontle:youknowhowiamwhenitcomestowork

Tshephang:ohyesidoyouarenotevenscaredof

shoutingatmom(theylaughed)myhusbandtells

methatyouarethrowingaparty

Bontle:yeahforhisson.He'sasweetchildT,him

andZynewouldgetitonlikeahouseonfirehe'sso

funnyandsmart

Tshephang:theyshouldmeetbeforetheparty



Bontle:yeahit'sthisSaturdaysoyoucanbring

ZyneforasleepoveronFriday

Tshephang:waitsoyouareinvitingXabafora

sleepoverthisweekend?

Bontle:(laughed)nonotyetmaybehewillsleep

overonSaturdaybutimnotyetreadytodo

anything

Tshephang:againstoplettingyourpastdefineyou

butbeingintimateisyourchoiceihavenosayin

thatarea

Bontle:thankyouforunderstandingsis

Tshephang:sowhat'sthepartytheme?

Theycaughtupwhilehavingtheirlunch.

Atthehospital...

LeratomadewayintoZanele'sroomandfoundher

busywithphysiosession...



Zanele:ohheyyouareback.Wearealmostdone

Dr:weareactuallydone

Zanele:thankyouDr

Dr:youaregoodtogoMrsJola

Zanele:youguyshavebeenamazingican'tthank

youallenough

Dr:it'sourjobhey

Hesmiledscribblinginhercardandleftwhileshe

slowlywentuponherbedasanofficerputbackthe

cuffs...

Lerato:it'sokdon'tcuffher

Zanele:(smiled)oh

Lerato:wearenotfriendsthough

Zanele:thatiknowanditwillneverhappen.

Lerato:sowhatevidencedoyouhave?



Zanele:iguessthatmeansyoudug"yourfather's

grave"

Lerato:yeahididandifoundexactlywhatyousaid

iwillfindalsoiaskedKennedyaboutthebarmy

fatherboughtforhimbuthestartedbeatingaround

thebush

Zanele:youshouldmakesurehetellsyouwerehe

buriedhimbutfornowthenextthingyouaregoing

todoisgototheinsurancepolicyofficeswiththis

certificate

Lerato:(frownedreadingit)mymother'sdeath

certificate?

Zanele:yes,thatishowyourelderbrotherwasable

tousethepayoutsaloneandthengotothemine

yourfatherworkedinandaskforthisman(gave

heraphoto)thisisamanwhoworkedwith

Kennedytopullouttheaccidentstory.Hewas

givenacutfromtheinsurancepayouts

Lerato:bathongKennedy

Zanele:thethingswedowhenweareinour20's

areunexplainablegoodluck



Lerato:sowhatareyouhopingtogetfromthis?

Zanele:(smiled)nothing

Lerato:really?

Zanele:wearetwowomenhelpingoneanotherto

getridofanannoyingpest

Lerato:thankyou

Zanele:thepleasureisallmine

Lerato:allthebestfortomorrow

Zanele:thanks

ShesmiledatherasLeratotookthedocumentsand

madeherwayout...

Officer:soishouldn'tcuffherdetective?

Lerato:she'sahumanbeingnotadog(shetookher

phoneanddialedXaba)

Xaba:detective?

Lerato:ZaneleJolawillbeattendinghertrialfrom



herhome

Xaba:butshewasplacedunderarrestdetective

Lerato:ihaveofficiallyreleasedher

Xaba:areyousureaboutthisdetective?

Lerato:yesconstableallwehavetomakesureofis

thatsheisescortedbytwoofficersfromhometo

courteveryday

Xaba:okthatwon'tbeaproblem.Bye(theyhungup

asshescoffed)whowouldhavethoughtthattoday

iwouldbedoingZaneleJolafavours(laughed)wow

Shesaidgettinginhercarandleft.Backinthe

hospital,thenursewentintoZanele'sroomrunning

andgaveherthephone...

Zanele:Zanelespeaking

Nomvula:hiit'sNomvula

Zanele:ohhi



Nomvula:whydidyoudoitZanele?

Zanele:itoldyouwhyididit

Nomvula:sohedeservedtodie?Whydidn'tyou

reporthimatleast

Zanele:(sighed)whydoyouhavetosaytheright

thingNomvula?

Nomvula:becauseitistherightthingyoushould

havedoneZanele.Allyouwantedwasthecompany

right?

Zanele:yes,youarerightandthatwastheonlyway

iwasgoingtobeabletogetit

Nomvula:youhavehurtmeZanele

Zanele:iknowandimsorryVulabutunderstand

thatimnotsorrythatikilledhim.Imsosorryfor

hurtingyou

Nomvula:idon'tknowwhattothinkofyouanymore

Zanele:istillcareaboutyouNomvula,you,your

motherandyourbrotheraretheonlypeoplewho

showedmeloveinthisfamilyandaretheonly

peopleiwillalwaysbeindebtedtoandapologiseto



allmylifeifihaveto

Nomvula:itrustedyouwithmylife

Zanele:youcanstilltrustmemyloveonethingiwill

neverdoistodeliberatelyhurtyou

Nomvula:butyoudidZanele

Zanele:ididn'tknowyouthattimeVula

Nomvula:sowheredoesthisleaveus?

Zanele:ibuiltthatlodgeforyouVulayoushouldn't

feellikeiwouldtakeitfromyou.It'syours.Yesi

paidforitbutit'syours

Nomvula:butalothaschangedbetweenus

Zanele:iknowandimwillingtodoanythingforus

togobacktowhatwewere

Nomvula:goodbyeandallthebestwithyourcourt

case

Zanele:thankyou

Theyhungasshesighedwithhereyesclosedand



leanedback...

Zanele:yeahnehatleastshespoketome.

AttheStation...

Leratogotoffthephonewiththeinsurance

companyasMolaoknocked...

Lerato:comein

Molao:goodafternoon

Lerato:goodafternoomcolonel

Molao:areyoubusy?

Lerato:nobutimmakingmywayhomenow

Molao:canwetalk?

Lerato:about?

Molao:us



Lerato:whataboutus?

Molao:iwanttoapologiseforwhatididtheother

day

Lerato:sowhat'sstoppingyoufromapologising?

Molao:iknowisaidsomebadthingstoyouandim

reallysorry

Lerato:pleaseclosethedoorbehindyou

Molao:Leratopleasehearmeout

Lerato:isaidkindlyclosethedoorbehindyou

there'snothingiwanttohearthat'sfromyour

mouthunlessitsaboutwork

Molao:MsSebokoimsorry

Lerato:haveagoodevening

ShesaidtakingherbagsandleftasMolaosighed

comingbehindherandclosedthedoor...

Molao:Lerato?



Sheignoredhimmakingherwaytohercarwhilehe

stillcamebehindherwithotherofficerslookingon...

Molao:ididn'tmeananyofthethingsisaid

Lerato:(turned)ifyoudidn'tmeancallingme

unsophisticatedandafailureyoushouldhave

apologisedrightthereandthen.Youfoundmein

theofficewhenyoucamebarkingatXababutyou

didn'tevensayanythingtomesoMolaoiknowmy

worthandthat'snotbeingwithsomeoneastoxicas

you.You'vehurtme

Molao:whatareyousaying?

Lerato:idon'twanttobewithyouanymoreweare

over.Youareanabuserandimworthmorethan

that.Goodbyeandgoodluckwithyournew

girlfriend

Molao:Lerato(shewentinhercaranddroveoff)

Lerato!?



Hesighedwithhishandsonhisheadandwentto

hiscar.

AtZulu'shouse...

LindaniandLindiweparkedtheircarstheyinherited

fromtheirfatherandheadedinsideasNomayeza

smiledwelcomingthemin...

Nomayeza:wouldyoulikeanythingtodrink?

Lindani:juiceplease

Lindiwe:metoo

Nomayeza:okjustasecond

Shewenttothekitchentogetthemtheirdrinks

whiletheylookedaroundattheemptyhouse...

Lindiwe:sowhathappenedtothefurnitureinhere?



Nomayeza:imrenovatingthewholehouse.Iasked

yourmomifshedidn'twantthemandshesaidshe

doesn'tsoisoldthem

Lindani:thatquick?

Nomayeza:thisisSouthAfricamyboyeverything

sellsquickly

Lindani:ohok.Thanksforthejuice

Nomayeza:you'rewelcome

Lindiwe:sowhyarewehere?

Nomayeza:firstofallthankyouformakingitand

notthinkmaybeiwanttokillyouguys

Lindiwe:youknowyouwouldbethefirstsuspect

Nomayeza:withoutadoubtespeciallynowthatthe

courthascontactedmewiththeissueconcerning

yourshares

Lindiwe:ohtheyspoketoyou

Nomayeza:yesthatiswhyicalledyouguyshere.I

wantyoutoknowthatyoursharesaresafewithme

andiwon'tgiveyouanytroublebythetimeyou



decideonwhattodowiththem

Lindani:that'sgreattohear.Howmuchsharesisit?

Nomayeza:heowned45%soigot23yougot22so

it's11eachofyou

Lindani:ohok

Lindiwe:whathappensifidon'twanttokeepthem?

Nomayeza:youcansellthembutiwouldadvice

youtokeepthe11%myloveitsagreatinvestment

Lindiwe:howmuchis11%worth?

Nomayeza:youwouldmakemillionsinayearmy

dear

Lindani:she'sontosomethingsis

Lindiwe:yeahneh.Okiguesswewillkeepthem

thenbutwhatareyourplanswiththecompany

Nomayeza:ihavealreadymetupwithother

shareholdersandthewholeboardsoweareready

toreopenandoperateagainmyplanistomakethis

companyasuccessZanelemadeit

Both:Zanele?



Nomayeza:longstorybutdonotworryyourselves

muchaboutit

Lindani:sowewillstillbegettingourreturnsevenif

wearenot21yetright?

Nomayeza:ofcoursetheonlythingishaving

accesstothem.Thatwillonlyhappenwhenyouare

21.Soafterturning21thenextdayyouwillbeable

tocashin

Lindiwe:ohwow.Thisisgoingtobethelongest2

yearsofourlivesbro

Lindani:youcansaythatagain(theylaughed)

Nomayeza:usethistimetogetproperfinancial

advice

Lindani:youareright

Lindiwe:whyareyoubeinggoodtousafterwhat

happened?

Nomayeza:youarekidsihavenoproblemwithyou

soihavenoreasontobepickingfightswithyou

guys.Alliwantisforeveryonetowin

Lindiwe:youkeepdoingthatyouandiaregoingto



befriends(theylaughed)cheerstowinning

All:cheers

Theyclickedtheirglasses.

THATEVENING

InThembisa...

Xababroughttwocupsofcoffeeastheysatin

Bontle'scar...

Bontle:thankyou

Xaba:you'rewelcome.Whydoyouhaveahead

wrapon?

Bontle:ihadmyhairdoneyouwillseeittomorrow

Xaba:whynotnowyouknowiwon'tbecomingto

court



Bontle:stillyouaregoingtoseemetomorrowand

againiwillsendyouapicturebeforeleavingthe

house.Igotanewoutfitaswell

Xaba:(chuckled)allthisforacase?

Bontle:thisismyfirstbigcaselovesoyeah

Xaba:ohwowallthebestthen

Bontle:thankyou.Where'smybuddy,isheready

forthesleepovertomorrow?

Xaba:he'sinbed.Yeahhe'ssoexcitediwishiwas

him

Bontle:(laughed)don'tpushyourluck

Xaba:anywaymyagentcalledandtoldmethatthe

houseisreadyicanmovein

Bontle:ohnicesowhenareyouplanningtomove?

Xaba:sincethisboy'spartyisonSaturdayiwas

thinkingSunday

Bontle:awwbummerithoughtiwouldinviteyouto

church

Xaba:sorrylove



Bontle:itsokwewillgotochurchthefollowing

Sunday

Xaba:youwannaskipchurch?

Bontle:yesit'sjustforoneSundayplusiwillbe

helpingyou

Xaba:neverputanyonebeforeGodhe'sajealous

God

Bontle:icanstillmaintainmyrelationshipwithGod

withoutgoingtochurch

Xaba:smart(theysmiled)Bontle?

Bontle:huh?

Xaba:it'sbeenafewdaysnowandilovethe

womaniseeinyoueverydaybutiwouldlovefor

youtotrustmeenoughtotellmeaboutyourpast

(shesighed)iknowitsaheavytopicbutplease

knowthatimhereforyouthisiswheretheroadof

trustbegins

Bontle:whatifyouleaveme?

Xaba:iloveyounotwhereyoucomefrom



Bontle:(tookasipandsighed)ok.Ihavequieta

messeduppast.(Xabadroppedthecarseatalittle)

igrewupinahomewheremygrandmotherwasthe

headofthehouse.Itwasher,mymother,myself

andmylittlebrotherMoabimayhissouldcontinue

torest.Welivedinasmallhousebackhomeata

townvillagecalledGabane.Knowinghowlifecan

beaftergraduationmymomcouldn'tfindajobshe

studiedforsosheendedupsettlingforanything

shegotandshewasapetrolattendant.My

grandmotherlovedaflashylifeandshehatedmy

momfornotgettingaproperjobwhileshewasa

graduate.Shedidn'twanttounderstandthat

breakingintotheindustrywashard.Thisdidn'tstop

momfortryingbecausethenshehadtwochildren.

Myyoungerbrother'sfatherwasnothelpingeither

becausehewasathug.Therewerehardtimes,

reallyhardtimesbutmymomalwaysmadesurewe

neverwenttobedhungry.Iwasaverybright

studentthatigotawardsinallthesubjectsevery

yearatschool.Teacherslovedmeandiwas

hopefulthatiwoulddoabetterjobthanmymomto

getusoutofthesituationwewerein.Oneyearwe



wenttoasciencefairandimetthisbeautifulclean

andsmartyounggirlcalledTshephang(Xaba

frowned)yesthenididn'tknowshewasmysister.

Wehititoffthesecondwemetandpeoplekept

tellingusofhowmuchwelookedalikeallthetime

weweretherebutbecausewewerekidswedidn't

takeittohead.Shewasfromarichandwelloff

familysoshewenttoabetterschool.Webecame

friendsandonedaysheinvitedmetoher

boyfriend'sparty(sighed)longstoryshortigot

druggedandrapedatthepartybytheboyfriendand

thefriendtotheboyfriendwhoclaimedtolikeme

(Xabasighed)thattookalotfrommeinfactittook

ahugechunkofmybeingiwasneverthesame

afterthat.Soyeahalothappened,timewentby,

momfoundajobasalawyerfinallyandtheni

foundoutthatTshephangwasactuallymysister,

mytwinsister.Ourmotherwasrapedbyourdad

butshesignedTshephangupforadoptionbutthen

thewomanwhowasTshephang'smotherthen

stoleTshephangandshewasactuallymarriedto

ourfather.Mindyouwelookmorelikeourfather

thanourmother(sighed)soyeahitallgotsorted



outandmomanddadfoundawayintoeachother's

armsbutbeforethatTshephangandigotraped

togetherinourmother'shouse

Xaba:again?

Bontle:againbypeoplesentbyourmother'slover's

psychoticwhitegirlfriend

Xaba:yoh

Bontle:soyeahthat'swhyihavenevertrustedany

manbesidesmydadandmygrandfatherinmylife

Xaba:howdidyouloseyourbrother?

Bontle:heburntinahousewiththisotheramazing

oldwomanwhowasfromavillagecalledSheep

farmbackhome.Hewasonly10yearsoldthen

Xaba:awwimsosorry

Bontle:(sighed)it'sokwehavelivedthroughthe

pain

Xaba:lookatme(shedid)iloveyouokBontle,not

becauseofyourpastbutbecauseofhowstrong

youare.Imsohappythatyouhaveallowedmeinto

yoursmallcircleofmenyoutrustinyourlifeandi



wanttoassureyoutodayrighthere,rightnowthati

willneverinanygivendaydeliberatelyhurtyou.

Youareawomanwhodeservestobelovedand

naturedlikeanyotherwomanintheworldandim

goingtobethemanwhogivesyouthat

Bontle:(sniffedwipingatear)youpromise?

Xaba:isweartoyouandipromise(softlystroked

hercheek)youarebeautiful

Bontle:Thankyou

Xaba:andyourscarsmakeyouevenmorebeautiful

(Bontlesmiledblinking)iloveyouok?

Bontle:(lookedathim)iloveyoutoo

Helickhislowerlipandslowlywentinforakiss.He

softlykissedherasshewasreluctanttokisshim

backbuteventuallydid.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING



Incourt...

Peoplewalkedinwhilemediahousesstoodoutside

waitingtointerviewthepeopleconcernedwiththe

case.FirstitwasBonganiandSamkelowhocarried

babySisandainherrockingchair...

Reporter1:herecomesMrJolalet'stryandgeta

fewwordsinfromhim,MrJola,MrJola

Reporter2:MrJolawhatdoyouhavetosayabout

today?

Reporter:MrJolayourwifewillbefacingthejudge

todaydoyouthinkshewillpleadguilty?

Reporter3:MrJoladidsheevendothethingsshe's

accusedof?

Reporter4:MrJolaisyourwifeamurderer?

Bongani:nocommentpleaseexcuseus

Reporter1:MrJolaweneed,MrJo...(sighed)asyou

canseeviewersathomeMrJoladoesn'twantto



sayanythingbutwehopeforacommentlateron

Theyheadedinfollowedbyotherpeopleandthen

BontleandMolao...

Reporter2:Colonelhowdoyoufeelabouttoday?

Reporter3:isn'tthiscasesupposedtobeheaded

byMrsPulengNdaba?

Bontle:imMrsPulengNdaba'sdaughterandiwill

beheadingthecasewiththehelpofmycolleagues,

ColonelMolaoandDetectiveSebokowhowillbe

cominginshortly.Wecanpromiseyouwehaveall

thatisneededforthiscasebutattheendoftheday

thejudgehasthefinalsay.Thankyou

Reporter:Didshedoit?Didshekillherhusband's

mistress.MsNdabaplease...

Bontlesighedshakingherheadandledthewayin,

wearingablackformalsuitthatsatwellonher

body,matchingitwithawhiteshirt,blackpencil



heelsandanicepurplecolouredgermancutwith

theendsofherhairtwistedalittle.Molaofollowed

herasshehunghercoatonherarmwhileLerato

camebehindthem.5minuteslaterablackBenz

SUVstoppedasMgqobiinafreshnewsuitanda

freshhaircutgotoutandwenttothesideopening

asZanelemadeherwayoutinaredandblack

trimmedXhosadesignfigurehuggingdressanda

matchingdoek.Seeingthatitwasherallmedia

housesflockedtothecar...

Reporters:MrsJola,MrsJolacanwehavea

commentfromyou(sheputonherdesignersun

glasses)

Reporter1:MrsJolahowareyougoingtoplead?

Reporter2:MrsJolawhoareyouwearing?

Reporter3:MrsJoladidyoudoallthethingsyou

areaccusedof?

Reporter4:MrsJolaareyounotsupposedtobeon

awheelchair?



Reporter5:MrsJolawhereisyourhusband's

mistressbody?

Reporter6:MrsJoladidyoureallycutherbrother's

bodyintopiecesand...

Zanele:takemeinplease

Mgqobi:moveoutofthewayplease,outoftheway!

Reporters:(moved)MrsJola,MrsJola!?

Theycontinuedtocallheraskingtheirendless

questionswhiletheymadetheirwayinthecourt

housewithtwopoliceofficersfollowingthem.

Mgqobiopenedthedoorsaseveryonewhowas

insideturnedandZaneletookoffherglasses

followingMgqobitotheirseatwithaseriousface

on.Shetookhersandlookedbehindhertoseethe

peoplewhoweretheretosupportherandsmiled

seeingSamkelo,BonganiandNomayezabut

Bonganikeptastraightface.Shesighedandlooked

tothefront.Thelawyersputontheirgownsasan

officerstoodup...



Officer:allrise!

Afullcourthouseitwasaseveryonestoodontheir

feetwhilethejudgemadeherwayinside...

Judge:youmaybeseated.(Theyalldid)maythe

accusedpleasestand

Zaneledidasacourtbailiffstoodupwithher

chargesheet...

Bailiff:myLadyacourtcasebetweenMrsZanele

Msomi-Jolaandthestate.MyladyMrsJolahas

beenchargedwiththefollowing;

●ThedisappearanceofMsValentineLotterin

●ThemurderofMrWillemLotterin



●ThemurderofMePallanceandMrsSimmone

Ndlovu

●ThemurderofPallanceNdlovu'sbrothersand

●Lyingtoprotecthersonwhowasacriminalanda

drugdealer

Judge:thankyou.MrsJolahowdoyoupleadto

thesechargesbeforeyou?

Zanele:notguiltyyourhonour

Judge:thankyou.Wemayproceed

Nombulelo:(atNomvula'shouse)thisbitch

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:35] :ZANELE



100

Bontlestoodupfixingthecollarofhergownlooking

inherpad...

Bontle:myladythestatewouldlovetocalltothe

standMsPhumezaMjalicommonlyknowninthe

streetsofThembisaas"Gogo"asthefirstwitness

ThejudgenoddedasGogomadeherwaytothe

standinamatchingtwopieceoutfitandaberet.

Shetookherseatasthebailiffcamewiththebible...

Bailiff:righthandonthebibleandlefthandup(she

did)"IPhumeza"Gogo"Mjalisweartotellthetruth,

onlythetruthandnothingbutthetruth,sohelpme

God"

Gogo:ido

Judge:thankyou,youmaycontinueMsNdaba



Bontle:goodmorningGogoishouldsayyoulook

beautiful

Gogo:(smiled)ohthankyousomuch.Good

morningyourworship

Bontle:Gogopleaseexplaintothecourtwhatyou

do

Gogo:imacurrentlyunemployedelderlywoman

wholivesoffherpension.Istaywithmygrandson

Lazer

Bontle:GogodoyouknowMrsZaneleJola?

Gogo:toacertainextendyourworship

Bontle:pleaseclarifythattothecourt

Gogo:yourworshipiknowthiswomanthroughher

sonwhowasafriendtomygrandson(Scoffed)one

kindofafriendhewas

Bontle:oh?Youthinkhewasnotgoodforyour

grandson?

Gogo:notatallyourworship

Bontle:thenwhydidyouletthefriendshipcarryon



Gogo?

Gogo:mysonadoredhimsoijustdiditforhim

Bontle:butGogoasaparentyouhavetolookout

foryourchild

Gogo:ididn'twanttolosemysonyourworship

Mgqobi:(whisperedtoZanele)she'sblockingme

Bontle:ohsowhydidn'tyoulikehimforyourson

Gogo?

Gogo:hewasallsortsofbadandyouknowhow

theserichpeople'skidsarealwaysinsomesortof

troubleandalotofthemarealwaysfriendswith

poorpeoplesothattheycanalwaysusethemas

bait

Bontle:iunderstandwhatyouaresayingGogo.So

GogowhatexactlyisitthatKumkaniJoladidthat

wasn'tsittingwellwithyou?

Gogo:hewasdealingwithdrugsyourworship

Bontle:whendidyoucometorealisethis,earlyin

theirfriendshiporlater?



Gogo:lateryourworshipwhenitoowasluredinto

hisweboflies

Bontle:ohhemanagedtolureyouintoo?

Gogo:yes.Hehadmovedoutofhisparentshouse

andheboughtanewhouseandaskedmysonto

moveinwithhimandmysondidn'twantmetostay

behindsohepersuadedmetocomewith

Bontle:soGogoyouleftyourhometogolivewith

twoyoungboyswhomoneofthemmovedouthis

homeandyoudidn'tknowwherehewasgettingthe

money?

Zanele:(whispered)isshesupposedtodothis,this

isherwitness

Mgqobi:(whisperedback)iguessthat'stheirtactic

theyaremakingsuretoshutallmycardsdown

Gogo:alliwantedtodowasmakesuremysonwas

safesoihadtogowiththem

Bontle:didyouperhapsaskhimifhisparentsknew

aboutthis?

Gogo:hetoldushisparentsboughtthehouseand



thenewcarforhim

Bontle:myladywithusarebankstatementsthat

showthatneitherMrnorMrsJolapaidforanew

houseorcarrecently(thebailifftookthem)So

Gogoiguessbecauseofthatyouhadtobelieve

him?

Gogo:yesyourworshipphelahisparentswererich

sotheycouldaffordit.

Bontle:okGogo.Gogopleasetakeusthroughthe

timewhenColonelMolaocametoyourhouseandi

believethat'sthesametimewhenKumkani's

parentscame?

Gogo:yesyourworship.(Clearedherthroat)your

worshipthepoliceofficercamejustafterMrand

MrsJolahadarrivedandthequestionheaskedthis

youngwaswhoboughtthehousewewerelivingin

andMrJolajumpedintosaytheyaretheoneswho

boughtit.Thepoliceofficerthenaskedwhowe

wereandMrsJolasaidiwasherauntwhowas

marriedtoherlateuncleandmysonwasasonto

hercousin



Bontle:GogowereyouevermarriedtoZanele's

uncle

Gogo:noyourworshipandihaveneverbeen

married

Bontle:myladythisisbecauseMrsJola(lookedat

Zanele)hasneverhadanuncleanddoesn'teven

haveacousinwhohaspassedon.Gogohowdid

thismakeyoufeel?

Gogo:iwasshockedbutidecidedtojustkeepquiet

Bontle:ok.Whathappenedafterwards,didyouask

MrsJolawhyshedidwhatshedid?

Gogo:no

Bontle:ok.Gogohowwasitlikelivinginthathouse

afterwards?

Gogo:honestlyspeakingitwasnotnicebecause

mysonandialwayslivedunderthreatsfrom

KumkaniJolaheforcedustosupporthisdrug

business

Bontle:soGogoyousawthesedrugs?

Gogo:yesyourworship



Bontle:andyoutestifythatindeedKumkaniJola

wasadrugdealer?

Gogo:withouteventhinkingtwiceyourworship

Bontle:thankyoumyladythatwillbeallfornow

ShetookherseatwithGogosmilingwhileZanele

keptaseriousface.InNomvula'shouseNombulelo

smiledsittingback...

Nombulelo:yeahnothisgirlisgoodshe'sspitting

fireshemadesuretoblockthatstupidlawyer's

doors.Justlookatthewitchlookinglikeexactlythe

witchsheis

Nomvula:youaregoingtodieofaheartattackif

youtakethiscasetoheart.

Nombulelo:thisgirlistakingZaneledownandim

hereforit

Nomvula:it'sonlythefirstdayNombulelo

Nombulelo:whydoisensethatyouwanthertowin?



Nomvulathisbitchkilledourfather

Nomvula:(sighed)wouldyoulikesomethingto

drink?

Nombulelo:refillmyjuicepleasethedevilofa

lawyerisstandingup

Nomvulatookherglassandwenttothekitchen

whileNombuleloincreasedthetvvolumeabit...

Mgqobi:thankyoumyLady.GoodmorningGogo

Gogo:morningyourworship

Mgqobi:Gogowhydidyoudecidetokeepquiet

afterrealisingwhatMrsJolawasdoing?

Gogo:ididn'twanttogetintotrouble?

Mgqobi:ohreallynowGogo?Knowingthatthe

policearealwaystheretokeepyousafe?

Gogo:youknowhowitissometimes,thepolice

taketheirtimeindealingwithsuchthings



Mgqobi:thesamepoliceyoutrustedthesecond

youwerethrownbehindbars?

Gogo:idon'tunderstand

Mgqobi:ohiwillmakeyouunderstandandiwill

vividlyremindyouofwhatyouandyoursondidto

myclientandhisson,nowaitandmyclient'ssister.

PhumezaMjalididyounotcallthesamedetective

Sebokoandtellheryouwanttocutadealwithher?

(Gogosniffed)didyounotGogo!?

Gogo:(startled)idid,(clearedherthroat)imeani

didn't,ijustcalledhertotellherthetruth

Mgqobi:whattruthPhumeza?

Gogo:aboutwhotheJola'sreallywere

Mgqobi:afterhowlong?(Shekeptquiet)afterhow

longGogo!?

Gogo:yourworshiptheydidn'tcarewetherwewere

injailornotsowe...

Mgqobi:youhadtodowhatyoucouldandthatwas

tolieaboutthem,spewgreenliesaboutmyclient

andherfamilyforfreedom(turnedtothecrowd)



youseehowmessedupoursystemis?(Turnedto

Gogo)butthatendstoday.Itsbecauseofpeople

likeyouPhumezathatalwayspainttherichpeople

asdark.Wearealwayscrying"richpeopleare

corrupt,richpeoplethis,richpeoplethat"nantsi

(here),hereisanexampleofanoldunemployed

ladywho'slivinginThembisatryingexploitarich

innocentwoman,nowwhatdoyoucallthat?Huh?

Gogotellmeareyoureallylivingoffyourpension

only?

Gogo:(frowned)yes

Mgqobi:ibelievethiscourtknowshowmuchour

elderspensionisandontopofthatGogo'ssonis

unemployedbuteverymonthGogobuysagrocery

ofR3000up,imlying?Everymonthwithoutmiss

Gogopaysforhertvlicenseanddstvsubscription

andontopofthatitsnotevenfamilypackageit's

thepremiumpackagethemostexpensivepackage

onDSTV,GogohasWi-Fiinherhouse,Gogohasa

car,Gogodoyouhaveanysidebusinesses?

Gogo:(clearedherthroatwithherheartracing)no



Mgqobi:thenhowdoyouaffordallthisbecause

youdon'tevenhavesavings?Whileyouareatitgo

backandexplainwhyyoutooklongtoreport

KumkaniJolafordealingwithdrugsandforcing

youtobeinbusinesswithhim.IthankyoumyLady

BontleshookherheadwhileGogoswallowedadry

lumpwiththejudgeclosingherfile.

Judge:courtshallresumetomorrow.(Shehitthe

gavel)

Officer:allrise!

Theyalldidasthejudgemadeherwayout...

Gogo:imsosorry

Bontle:it'sokthat'stheirjobasthedefence,to

crushyouthisiswhywealwaysadvicewitnesses

tobeopenlyhonestwithus.Ihopewewon'tbe



havingthesekindofsurprisestomorrowLazer

Lazer:noma'am

Bontle:good

Shemadeherwayoutfollowedbyhercrewasthe

reportersflockedbyher...

Reporter1:MsNdabahowdoyoufeelaboutthe

defence's...

Bontle:nocomment(shemadeherwaytohercar

astheywentforGogo)

Reporter2:Gogohowexactlydoyouaffordthekind

oflifestyleyouareliving?

Gogo:it'snoneofyourbusiness

SheclickedhertonguetakingLazer'shandleaving

asthereportersrantoZaneleasshecameoutwith

herlawyer...



Reporter3:MrsJolahowdoyoufeelabouttoday?

Zanele:it'sonlythefirstdaybutlikeisaidimnot

guiltyandmyteamisgoingtomakesuretoprove

that

Reporter4:wouldyoupleasetelltheviewersat

homewhoyouarewearingtoday?

Zanele:it'snousetheywouldn'taffordheranyway

ShelaughedmakingherwayintothetheSUVasit

gotescortedbythepolicevanwhilethereporter

laughed...

Reporter4:asyouhavehearditlookslikeMrsJola

haspaidbigmoneyforheroutfittoday.Thatwasall

fortodayfromMrsZaneleMsomi-Jolaversusthe

statecase.Staytunedbecauseitallcontinues

tomorrow.Backtoyouinstudio.



Atthehospital...

Thenursefinishedcheckinghimupashegrabbed

herarmasshewasabouttoleave...

Nurse:whatcanidoforyou?

Kennedy:iownaclubandgym

Nurse:okso?

Kennedy:iknowyouneedsomethingextratoboost

yourlivelihood

Nurse:andyouare?Godperhaps?No,justa

criminaltryingtogetsmartwithmeleavemealone

Kennedy:comeoniwillmakeitworthyourwhile.

10kifyougetmeaphoneandplantogetmeoutof

here

Nurse:noyouareunderarrestandnotallowedto

useaphonesopleaseleavemealone

Kennedy:siesyouthinkyouwillgoanywherewith

thepeanutsyouareearninghere



Nurse:andwherehasyourmillionstakenyou?At

leastmypeanutsarehelpingmetostayoutof

trouble.Now,ifyoudon'twantanymoretroubleyou

betterbehave

SheclickedhertonguelivingasKennedylookedat

herwithhislipscurved...

Kennedy:mxmbusywithanattitudewhileshehas

aflatfigurelikeshe'snotafrican.Siesmanyouare

adisgrace

Heclickedhistongueandsighedwithhiseyes

closed..

Kennedy:marawhereisLerato,whatisshedoing

goshihatebeinginthedark.Fuck!

Atthestation...



MolaoquicklygotoffhiscarandrantoLerato's

beforeshegotoffher'sandblockedherwayoutof

thecar...

Lerato:canihelpyou?

Molao:Leratothisiskillingme

Lerato:ineedtopickupsomethingandleaveMolao,

it'sworktimeincaseyoudidn'tnoticesoplease

moveoutofmyway

Molao:Leratoimsorry

Lerato:ithoughtwespokeaboutthisyesterday

Molao:youknowiloveyou

Lerato:shebamoColonelimhonestlyabusy

womanidon'thavetimeforyourtelltalesgodo

thattothatsomeonewhohastimeforjokes

Molao:thisisnotajoke

Lerato:shouldireportyouforharassment?Molao

moveoutofmyway



Molao:Leratoplease

Lerato:youknowwhatimgettingsickandtiredof

this

ShesaidroughlyopeningherdoorasMolao

jumpedbackavoidingtobehit.Shecloseditand

lockedhercargoinginside...

Molao:Lerato

Lerato:Molaoisaidimdonewithyoucan'tyouget

that!?

Silencehitthewholestationfrontaspeoplewho

werethereandofficerslookedon.Sheclickedher

tongueandheadedinsidewhileMolaosighed...

Molao:whatareyoualllookingat?Gobacktowork!

Youdon'tgetpaidtostandthereandbeuseless



Heclickedhistonguegoingtohisoffice.

AttheJola's...

MgqobifinishedwithZaneleandleftwhileBongani

camedownstairs...

Bongani:thehomenursewillbecominginlateri

hadsomeonefixtheotherbedroomdownstairsfor

you

Zanele:thankyou

Bongani:sure(hewenttothekitchen)

Zanele:Bongani?

Bongani:yes?

Zanele:canwepleasetalk?

Bongani:yeahsure

Hepouredhimselfaglassofwaterandjoinedher...



Bongani:what'sup?

Zanele:thankyouforthesupport

Bongani:that'swhatahusbanddoesright?

Zanele:evenaftereverything

Bongani:evenaftereverything

Zanele:thankyouforeverythinghonestlyidon't

deserveyouasahusbandyethereyouare

Bongani:yeahsure

Zanele:areweokthough?

Bongani:iwantadivorce

Zanele:huh?

Bongani:ijustwanttobefreeofyouZanele.Yesi

loveyoubutican'tlivelikethisanymore

Zanele:Bonganiwhatareyousaying?

Bongani:ihavenothingagainstyou,myfatheris

goneandnevercomingbackthere'snousetofight

youithappened20yearsago,wemovedonand



stillmovingandmemovingonisfreeingmyself

fromyou

Zanele:Bonganiiloveyou

Bongani:iloveyoutoobutican'tdothisanymore.

Wearejustwaytootoxicforoneanother.Wedon't

havetomakeitpublicuntilyourcaseendsbutijust

wantyoutoknowthatwearegettingadivorceso

wewillbesleepinginseparatebedroomsfromnow

onuntiloneofusmovesout

Zanele:wow

Bongani:iwon'tstopsupportingyouonyourcase

everythinghappenedwhileweweretogetherandi

promisetobewithyoutotheendbutthisisthelast

timewewillbefightingtogetheronanything.

Hestoodupandwenttoputtheglassinthezinc

thenwentbackupstairswhileZanelelookedathim

stunnedandoutofwords.Tearsfilledhereyes

blurringhervisionassheblinkedandtheyfelloff.

Shecoveredhermouthandlookedaroundwitha

rainoftearscomingdown.



Backatthehospital...

Kennedyclearedhisthroatlookingatthedoor

seeinghissisterwalkingin...

Kennedy:ohyouare...(twoofficerscamebehindher)

what'sgoingon?

Lerato:KennedySebokoyouhavebeenofficially

dischargedandarecomingwithustothestation

Kennedy:Leratowhatareyoutalkingabout?

Lerato:officershelphimontothewheelchair.Mr

KennedySebokoontopofyourchargesofbreaking

in,attackingSamkeloDlomoandpoisoningher

daughteryouhavebeenarrestedforthemurderof

yourfatherHlomphoSeboko

Kennedy:what!?

Lerato:officerstakehim

Kennedy:Leratowait,howcanikillmyownfather?



Zaneleliedtoyou,everythingtheysaidtoyouwas

a...

Lerato:whateveryousayordowillbeusedagainst

youinacourtoflaw.Youhavetherighttoremain

silentandyouhavetherighttoalawyer(bumped

intohisdoctor)thankyoudoc

Dr:pleasuredetective

Kennedy:Doctorpleasehelpme

HescoffedwalkingawaywhileLeratoscoffed

shakingherheadleadingthewayoutwhiletwo

officerscamebehindherwithKennedywhodidn't

wanttostoptalking.

AtZuluTrucking...

Nomayezagotoffaphonecallasherofficedoor

opened...



Nomayeza:ohhiLwethupleasecomeonin

Lwethu:MrsJolai...

Nomayeza:MsJalinow

Lwethu:sorry.Imsosorryforeverythingthat

happenedi...(stoppedtalkingasNomayezaslidan

envelopebeforehim)

Nomayeza:that'syourdismissalletter

Lwethu:(swallowed)oh

Nomayeza:youareexpectedtogoandpackall

yourthingsandleavethesepremisesinanhour's

time.Failuretodothatyouwillhavesecurityescort

youout.

Lwethu:whataboutthework?

Nomayeza:don'tworryyourselfthere'samore

deservingcandidatewhowillbecomingintofillthe

post.Thankyou,youmaygo

Lwethu:ma'amareyounotgoingto...

Nomayeza:ifyoudon'tmindiwouldliketomakea

veryimportantcall



Shelookedathimwithasmileonherfaceashe

swallowedandmadehiswayout.Shesighedand

punchedinZanele'snumber...

Zanele:hima

Nomayeza:hellomygirlhowareyoudoing?

Zanele:okandyou?

Nomayeza:good.Areyoufreetotalk?

Zanele:yesma

Nomayeza:good.RememberThembaZulugave

youguys25%ofthetruckingcompany?

Zanele:yesma

Nomayeza:yes.It'stimetoreturnthe25%toit's

rightfulownersandthat'stheJola's

Zanele:huh?

Shesaidsittinguponthecouchwithafrownonher



face.

^

^

^

^

^
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Nomayeza:yesmygirl

Zanele:idon'tunderstandma.Giveitback?

Nomayeza:isn'tthesharesweregiventoyouand

notsoldtoyouthat'swhyimsayingreturnthem

andnotbuyingthemback

Zanele:ohsothismeansyouareincontrolofthe

companynow?

Nomayeza:yes



Zanele:ithoughtthiswasafamilybusiness

Nomayeza:theJola'sfamilybusiness

Zanele:iminotmarriedintotheJola's?Justasyou

are?

Nomayeza:imnolongermarriedtotheJola'sihave

gonebacktomymaidenname

Zanele:ohsothenyouandiareonthesamepage

Nomayeza:imamothertotheJola's

Zanele:soimima

Nomayeza:lookZaneleidon'twanttogobackand

forthwithyouaboutthis.Mychildyouhavetakena

lotfromthisfamilysotheleastyoucandoisbring

backthelittletheyareleftwith.Imsorrytosaythis

butthepeoplewhodeservethosesharesareno

longerinthisworldsothere'snoneedforyoutobe

holdingontothem

Zanele:imstillmarriedtoyourson

Nomayeza:isawthelookonmyson'sface

yesterdayincourthe'sdonewithyou.Wecanbet

thathe'sthinkingaboutdivorcingyou



Zanele:imsorrybutimnotgoingtogiveanyshares

backtothefamilythesearemyshareswith

Bongani.Ideservedthem

Nomayeza:ohokZaneleimnotgoingtofightyou

either

Zanele:thankyou

TheyhungupasZanelescoffedshakingherhead.

Nomayezasatbackonherofficechairandscoffed

shakingherhead...

Nomayeza:thisgirl

Atthestation...

TheypushedKennedy'swheelchairwithhimonit

intoadarkroomandlockeditashescreamed

callingLerato...



Kennedy:youcan'tlockmeinadarkroomlikethis!

Iknowmyrights,Lerato!Youallaregoingtopayfor

this!

Leratoopenedthedoorandkickedthewheelchair

asitrolledwithhimalmostfallingoff...

Lerato:(switchedonthelight)youknowyourrights?

Wecan'tlockyouinthedark?Where'smyfather?

Hisspiritiswanderingaroundinthedarkandyou

tellmewecan'tlockyouinthedarkdon'tyoudare

pleasedon'tyoudare

Kennedy:whyareyoudoingthis?Imyourbrother

Lerato

Lerato:youkilledmyfatheryoushit!

Shesaidslappinghimasanofficerstandingbythe

doorflinchedfeelingthepainKennedyfeltfromthe

slap...



Lerato:(sniffed)officerleaveusaloneplease

Hedidn'twanttoaskanyquestionsasheleftand

Leratoclosedthedoor.Sheswallowedsoftly

bangingherheadagainstthedoor...

Kennedy:stopdoingthisyouarenotthisperson

Leratothisisnotyou(shequietlyremovedherbelt)

wearesiblingsLeratoandisweartoyouitwasa

mis...

Shelandedahardstrokewiththebeltacrosshis

faceashefrozewithhiseyeswidenedwhilethe

painpiercedhisheart...

Lerato:yourownfatherKennedy(shelanded

anotherstroke)yourmother'shusband(shebeat

himagain)theonlymansheeverlovedandwas

happywithandyoutookhimaway(beathimagain)

youtookawayourhappiness,ourmother's



happinessyoushit!

Kennedy:killmetooLeratodoit!

Angerconsumedherasshefoldedthebeltonher

handandcontinuouslyhithimuntilshewas

satisfied.Shestoppedbreathingheavilywhile

Kennedysniffedwithblooddrippingoffhisface.

Somegotinhismouthashespititout...

Kennedy:areyouhappynow?Areyouhappythat

youarenodifferentfromme?

Lerato:imnothinglikeyou,youarerotten,youare

evil,youaredisgusting.Youmurderedyourown

fleshandblood,thesamemanwhosupportedyour

dreams.Youalwaysspokeofowningasuccessful

pubandgrillandhegaveyouthateventhoughyou

studiedawonderfulcourseatvarsity.Henever

forcedyoutogoandsitinsomeone'sofficeandbe

anemployeethesecondyougraduatedhegaveyou

thekeystoyourfirsteverbarandthisisthethanks

hegets?Foryoutokillhim?Youaresomethingelse.



YourownsisterKennedy,youknewhowmuchi

lovedtheforceasachild,youknowhowialways

toldourparentsthatiwanttobeapoliceofficeror

asoldierbutthemomentwhenifeltthatwastaken

awayfrommeiconfidedinyouasmybigbrother

someonewhowassupposedtobethereforme

littledidiknowyouwilluseitagainstmetoruinmy

careerthecareeryouknowiworkmyassoff

everydaytomakeasuccessofitjustforwhat?

Yourstupiddesiresthatlandedyouwhere?Behind

thebars,youknowwhathappenswhenyoubitethe

handthatfeedsyou?Thisisourfather'swrathican

assureyou

Kennedy:areyoudonetalking?

Lerato:notevenonebit.Itstimetoanswerforyour

sins.WhereisMrSeboko'sbody?(Hekeptquiet)

Kennedyiaskedyouaquestion

HejustkeptquietasLeratoscoffedstandingup

andwenttothedoor.Sheunlockedandtookarod

andashambokfromtheofficerstandingthere...



Kennedy:aeLeratonopleasedoyouwanttokillme

aswell?

Lerato:areyougoingtoanswermeornot(he

swallowed)whereismymother'shusband'sbody

Kennedy?.

Kennedy:iburiedhimatourlands

Lerato:nowtellmewhatwereyourintentionswhen

youattackedSamkelo?

Kennedy:ididn'tattackhershe...(heswallowedas

sheputashambokonthetable)iwantedtokillher

Lerato:Why?

Kennedy:she'stheonewhotoldZaneleandiwas

afraidshewasgoingtotellyou

Lerato:womenoftodayareabletodefend

themselvesmybrotherneverunderestimatethem

doyouunderstandbecauseyouwilldie

Kennedy:soareyouseriouslygoingtohaveme

lockedup?



Lerato:forthelongestoftime

Kennedy:whatareyougoingtosaytomom?(She

scoffedtakingherthings)Leratowait,(shewalked

away)Leratopleasedon'ttellmomabout...

Sheturnedwithafrownonherfaceashe

swallowedlookingdown.Leratoclickedhertongue

andopenedthedoor...

Lerato:throwhiminacellhewillbemovedto

prisontomorrow

Officer:okma'am

Sheheadedtoherofficeastheofficerpushed

Kennedytoacellwithbloodalloverhisface.

AttheDlomo's...



Samkelofinishedchangingherdaughterasthey

laiddownonthecarpetinthelounge.Sisanda

chokedonhersalivaasSamkelolaughedatherand

laidheronhersideblowingonherface...

Samkelo:youshouldstopplayingwithyoursaliva

wena(herphonerang)heybabe

Zanele:hilovewhat'sup?

Samkelo:justplayingwithmybabygirlwhat'sup

Zanele:youwon'tbelievewhatihavejustbeentold

Samkelo:shockme

Zanele:motherinlawwantsmetobringbacktheir

25%ofsharesZulugaveBonganiandiandonthe

otherhandhersondroppedadivorcebombonme

Samkelo:youknowimgoingtobehonestwithyou

rightbabe?

Zanele:youwantmetogivethemthesharesright?

Samkelo:let'slookatthefactthatoutofallthe

peoplemamaNomaistheonlypersonwhodidn't



throwafitwhenyoutoldthemwhatyoudid,

secondlymaybethisisasignthatyouhavetostart

overimeanyouhaveaccumulatedalotfrom

runningthiscompanyonthedownlowandthirdly

theyhaven'topenedacaseonyousomyfriendjust

givethemthe25%andwalkawayinpeace.We

haveourcompanies,youhavethemortuaryand

therearealotofdyingcompaniesoutthereyoucan

buyifyouwanttomakemoremoney.Startover

choma'm

Zanele:(sighed)Samkelo

Samkelo:imsorrybutjustletgomylove.Choose

peace

Zanele:butthenwhataboutBongani?

Samkelo:itshismothersoshe'sobviouslygoingto

givehimashare

Zanele:soishoulddivorcehim?

Samkelo:iknowyoulovehimfriendbutweboth

knowthatalothashappenedthathasdrivenhimto

wantadivorce.Iknowhestilllovesyoubuti

believeheisfedup



Zanele:that'swhathesaid

Samkelo:somyfriendlethimgo,freehim

Zanele:soishouldgiveuponmymarriage?

Samkelo:youarenotgivingupyouarechoosing

peacemylove.Nelethemoreyoutrytofightthe

moreyouguysaregoingtoenduphurtingeach

othermore.Iknowitsaharddecisiontomakebut

justthinkaboutwhatisaid.Isitworthnotdivorcing

thenriskhimcheatingandthenyoufighteveryday

ofyourlifeorisitbettertojustwalkawayandstart

over?

Zanele:(sighed)okshloboiguesspeaceitis

becausethelastthingiwantistofightwithyoung

girlsformyhusband'sattention.Pluswenever

knowhowthetrialwillend

Samkelo:areyoulosinghope?

Zanele:noimnotbutishouldadmitthatyounggirl

isabeastshe'sfightingagoodfight

Samkelo:youcansaythatagain

Zanele:anywaywewilltalklaterhey



Samkelo:okbabes.Bye

Zanele:bye

TheyhungupasSisandapulledhermother'shair

asshelaughed...

Samkelo:yesma'amimdoneyouhavemy

undividedattentionnow.

Atthestation...

XabamadewayintotheofficeasLeratosmiled

lookingupathim...

Xaba:ihearyouhavelockedupyourbrother

Lerato:mybrotherisinSoweto

Xaba:imtalkingaboutKennedy

Lerato:idon'thaveabrothercalledKennedymy



friend

Xaba:youarethatmadathim?

Lerato:wouldn'tyou?

Xaba:iwould

Lerato:yeahsoitiswhatitisandimgoingtomake

surehenevergetstobreaththesameairasusand

ijustwishtheyendhiminprison(sheclickedher

tongue)

Xaba:angerisnotgooddetective

Lerato:imnotangryimhurt

Xaba:isitjusthim?

Lerato:no

Xaba:youneedtoaddressalltheissues

Lerato:idon'twanttotalkMolaoXaba

Xaba:butyouhavetoatsomepointorelseyouare

goingtobeangrytherestofyourlife

Lerato:youofallpeopleknowwhatthatmandidto

me



Xaba:iknowandit'snotfairbutjustbecivilwith

him

Lerato:thetwomenitrustedwithmylifearethe

samewhousedmymistakesagainstme.Molao

hadthenervetocallmenamesyaz

Xaba:maybeyoushouldgetatransfer

Lerato:imnotgoinganywherehefoundmehere

Xaba:soyouwouldratherbeinatoxicenvironment?

Lerato:there'snothingtoxicfrommypart

Xaba:ohokbutbecarefultonottakeoutyour

angeronyourjuniors.Thewholeofficealready

knowsofhowmuchyou'vebeatenyourbrotherso

pleasetreadcarefully

Lerato:(sighed)okimighthaveoverreactedabit

buthewasgettingundermynerveshecouldseei

knewwhathashappenedbuthestillwantedto

denyandcanyoubelievethatheevenaskedmeif

imreallygoingtothrowhiminacell,likedudethis

ismyjobirespectitandiloveititdoesn'tmatter

howwearerelatedonceyougoagainstthelawim



notgoingtowasteanytimejustashedidn'twaste

timetellingonmewhenhewasstillmadlyinlove

withthosepeopleofhis

SheclickedhertonguewhileXabascoffedshaking

hishead.

AttheJola's...

BonganimadewayintothestudyasZanelesat

backclosingthelaptop...

Bongani:igotyourmessage.Areyounotsupposed

toberesting?

Zanele:iwasjustgoingthroughourasserts.Please

haveaseat

Bongani:ok

Zanele:ihavethoughtaboutwhatyouaskedofme

soibelieveit'sthebestthingforthebothofusbuti



stillloveyouBonganialot

Bongani:istillloveyouaswellZanelebutimafraid

ifwecontinuebeingtogetherwearegoingtoend

uphurtingoneanotherevenmoresolet'sjustleave

whilewearestillcivilwithoneanother.Withthat

saidyoucankeepeverythingiwillmoveout

Zanele:wherewillyoustay?

Bongani:ihavebeenlookingintohousesanhour

agobutfornowiwillgostaywithmymother

Zanele:oksoallyouareleavingwithareyourcars

andclothes?

Bongani:yeahtherestyoucankeep

Zanele:ok.Anotherthing,yourmothercalledme

askingmetogivebackthe25%Zulugaveusafter

buyingthetruckingcompany

Bongani:and?

Zanele:imgoingtogiveitback.It'stheleastican

doafterwhatihavetakenfromher.

Bongani:butyoudidwhatyoudidtoownthe

company



Zanele:yesandihaveaccumulatedalotsoithink

it'stimetoletgoandjustbefreeofDumisaniJola

Bongani:ohwellthenit'syourcalltomakeihave

neverwantedanythingtodowiththatcompany

fromthebeginning

Zanele:iknow.IwillgetonthephonewithMgqobi

sohecangetthepapersready

Bongani:noproblemiwillbewaitingonthem

Zanele:sothisisit?20yearslater?

Bongani:imafraidso.It'snotthatwewanttobut

wehavenochoiceiwillalwaysbethereforyou

Zanele:samehere.Iwillalwaysbethereforyoutoo

Bongani:fistbump?

Zanele:(smiled)sure

TheyfistbumpedasBonganisighedleavingwhile

Zanelesatback.Sheclosedhereyeswithherhead

upandletoutalongsoftsighastearsfelldown.

BehindthestudydoorBonganiputhishandonit



andswallowed.Tearsbuiltinhiseyesashe

swallowedanotherballandsighed.Hekissedhis

handandputitonthedoorthenwentbackupstairs

andstartedpacking.

THATEVENING

Atthehospital...

Samkelowentinherhusband'sroomandchanged

theflowersputtingthenewbunch.Shesighedand

tookherseatholdinghishand...

Samkelo:babewemissyousomuch.Thehouseis

soquietwithoutyoubutyourbrotheristryingto

bringittolife(smiled)hereallyhasyourpersonality

andissofunnybutyouknowitwouldneverbethe

samebabe.Imissourlatenightchats,ourweekend

nightsgossipinthebalcony,imissseeingyouplay

withbabySisa.She'ssobeautifulandgrowingtoo



fast.Alothashappenedwhileyouarehereloveso

wehavealotofcatchinguptodo.Ineedyouto

fightandcomebacktous.Sisaneedstoknowher

dadiwantyoutobethereineverystepofher

growth.Iwantustogrowoldandraiseourgrankids

togethermylove,thoselatenightchatsonour

rockingchairshavingcoffeewhilewatchingthesun

godown.(kissedherhand)pleasecomebackto

yourfamily

ShesaidsoftlycaressinghisfingerasSbutightly

heldherhandasherheartskippedlookingupat

him...

Samkelo:babe?(Shesawhiseyeballsrollingunder

hislids)ohmyword,thankyou,thankyougood

Lord.Nurse!

Shesaidrunningtothedoorcallingforhelp.



AtNomvula'shouse...

Nombuleloscoffedcomingdownstairsseeingher

mother...

Nombulelo:ifit'snotthewomanwhowantstolet

herhusband'skillerwalkscotfree

Nomayeza:hellotoyoutooLelo.Youknowthere's

moretolifethanalwaysseekingforrevenge?

Nombulelo:mawecannotletthis...

Nomayeza:imnotheretotalkaboutZanele,imhere

totalkaboutus,myfamily.Asyouknowthe

businessisnowupandrunningbutimoldican't

stayinthatofficeforever.IspoketoBonganiand

hesaidhe'snotinterestedandohhimandZanele

aregettingadivorcesohewillbecomingtostay

withmeforawhileandit'sstillaprivatematterso

donottellanyone

Nombulelo:nowthat'ssomeonewho'steachinga

killeragoodlessonheshouldmakesurehetakes



everythingshethinksshe'sgoingtokeep(she

clickedhertongue)

Nomvula:whyareyousuchasadperson?

Nombulelo:Zaneledeservesnothingheneedsto

leaveherdry

Nomvula:mxm,macarryon

Nomayeza:sosinceBonganican'ttakeoverthe

companyiwasthinkingyou...

Nombulelo:don'tworrymaiwillmakesuretonot

disappointyounordadmayhissoulcontinueto

rest.Iwilltakethiscompanytoevengreaterheights

Nomayeza:iwasgoingtosayNomvula

Both:huh?

Nomayeza:ibelieveyouhavetherightetiquetteto

runacompanythishuge

Nomvula:maihavealodgecomingup

Nombulelo:exactlymypointplusNomvulaknows

nothingaboutthetrucks

Nomayeza:sheknowswhatabusinessis.She



learntfromthebest

Nombulelo:ohyeah?SohersulkinguptoZanele

makesherabetterpick?Maihavebeenworking

thereiknowwhat'sneeded.Nooneknowsherthere

andagainitsnotlikeZaneleistheonlysuccessful

businesswomaninthisworldwhyareyouputting

heronsuchahighpedestal?

Nomayeza:thisiswhyidon'tthinkyouaregoodto

runthecompany.Youaretooemotionaltheonly

thingyouaregoodatismoneyandyouknowvery

wellthatit'syourstrongestfortenotbeingaboss

Nombulelo:wowma

Nomayeza:sowhatdoyousayVula?

Nomvula:(sighed)idon'tknowmawhataboutmy

lodge?Ihavetobetherewhenitstartsup

Nomayeza:iwillgiveyoutwoyearstorunitthen

youwilltakeoverthetruckingcompany

Nomvula:iwillthinkaboutitma

Nomayeza:youaremyonlylasthope

Nombulelo:ohwow(Scoffed)youareso



unbelievableNomayezaandyouknowwhat,you

cankeepyourCFOpositionidon'twantit

Nomayeza:haiboNombulelo

Nomvula:Lelo

Nombulelo:youcangotohell,thebothofyou

Sheclickedhertonguegoingupstairswhileher

motherandsisterlookedatoneanotheroutof

words.

AtLerato'shouse...

Shesighedopeningthedoorandfoundhermother

watchingtv...

Pontsho:Leratowhereis...

Lerato:maKennedy,yoursonkilledourfather,your

husband



Pontsho:(frowned)what!?

^

^

^

^

^

.....

[05/16,09:35] :ZANELE

102

Pontsho:(stoodup)oreng!?(What)

ShesaidblinkingholdingherwaistwhileLeratoput

herkeysonthekitchencounterandtookoffher

gun...

Lerato:Kennedyisinoneofthecellsatthestation

now,onebecauseheattackedandalmostkilledan



infantandtwobecausehehaskilledHlompho

Seboko

Pontsho:Leratodon'tplaylikethat

Lerato:pleasesitdown

Pontsho:Lerato

Lerato:malet'shaveaseat

Pontshoswallowedconfusedwithherheartracing

andtookherseatoppositeherdaughter...

Pontsho:Kennedyobolayantatahejwang?

HlomphoobilelekotsiLerato,hoitsehotweho

nnilelekotsikwanamoepong.Kennedyebeale

dilemotse23akasebolaentataheman,nolehona

foreng?(howisitpossibleforhimtokillhisfather?

HlomphohadanaccidentLerato,theysaidthere

wasanaccidentatthemine.Kennedywasonly23

there'snohowhecouldhavekilledhisfatherand

forwhatatthat?)

Lerato:imgoingtoneedyoutolistenandlistento



mecarefully.ZaneleJola...

Pontsho:ketsibile,watsebahoreketsibilehore

felekwaneselesanohasehotwengZanelesebe

sekasehlokehohlahella(iknewit,iknewthat

crazysnakecalledZanelewouldhavesomethingto

dowiththis)

Lerato:malistenplease

Pontsho:mmhkemametse,njwetsemashanoa

mosadiyenwa(imlistening,tellmethatwoman's

lies)

Lerato:firstofallshehadnoreasontolietome.

Shetoldmethatwedidn'tburyourfatherbutbricks

(Pontshoscoffed)ididn'tbelieveheratfirstuntil

shementionedthatwehadaclosedcasketfuneral.

Nowhowwouldsheknowthat?Iaskedforproof

andshetoldmetogoanddigdad'sgravethengo

backtoherformore

Pontsho:Basothobahothuseesengebooepolotse

bitlalamonnaakaLerato(youbetternothavedug

myhusband'sgrave)

Lerato:ididandiindeedfoundbricks(Pontsho



frowned)iwentbacktoZaneleandshetoldmethat

Kennedycutadealwiththeminebosstospinthe

accidentlietoyouandtheshortillnesslieto

Hlomphoandiandistheonewhowrotepapa'slast

wishofhavingaclosedcasketfuneral.Kennedydid

thisinordertobeabletocashinpapa'sinsurance

payoutsandhemanagedtocashthemoutand

spendthemalonebyfakingyourdeath(Pontsho

widenedhereyesinshock)hereisyourfakedeath

certificate.Heknewthiswayitwasgoingtobe

easytogetthemoneywithouttheinsurance

companyaskingalotofquestionsandthattime

Hlomphoandiwerestillyoungsowedidn'taska

lot.SecondlywhyKennedykilledourfatheristhat

hefailedtomanagethebardadgothim.Itclosed

downandhedidn'twanttocomeacrossasa

disappointmentbeforeyouguysbutstillitdidn't

givehimtherighttokillourdadjustasitdidn'tgive

metherighttofabricatemyresults.Anywaymai

wentandgatheredalltheevidenceanditisindeed

Kennedywhokilleddadandusedallthemoneyto

startupthelifehe'slivingnow



Pontsho:(breathingheavily)Leratowhereismy

husband'sbody?

Lerato:hesaysheburiedhimatourlandsbythe

westcorner.

Pontsho:aftereverythingyourfatherdidforthis

boy?Aftersendinghimtoschoolandevengethim

thebarhewantedwithoutcomplainingandthisis

thethanksweget?Leratohowcouldyourbrother

dosomethinglikethistomyhusband?Howcould

hedothistome?TolieandsayimdeadLerato?It

meanstherewasnothingleftforhimtokillmetoo

moss

Lerato:imsorryma

Pontsho:LeratohowcanKennedydothistome

SheburstintotearsasLeratosighedandhugged

hersoftlyrubbingherback.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING



Incourt...

Reporter:cominglivetoyoufromthe

Johannesburghighcourtwhereweareonday2of

ZaneleMsomi-Jola'scasewiththestate.Nowas

youmayrecallMrsJolashasbeenaccusedof5

accountsofcrimewillshebefoundguiltyforallof

themoristhisoneofthosecasesthatwewillsee

therichwalkingscotfree?Allwecandoisstay

gluedandfollowitbutonethingimwaitingforisto

seehowshewillbelookingtodaybecauseshehas

clarifiedthatshewearsdesigneroutfitstocourt

andweclearlycan'taffordherdesigner(chuckled)

richpeople'sproblemsneh.Wehavealsonoticed

thatthefirstdaywasnothingshortoffireasboth

lawyersbroughttheirAgameandicanassureyou

thattodaywillbringjustthatasihaveitongood

authoritythatwearegoingtohaveatwopartcourt

session.Thatmeanstherewillbetwowitnesseson

thestandtodaysoviewersathomestaytuned.

Herecomesoneofthewitnessestodaylet'stryget

awordfromhim(rantohim)MrJolawhatdoyou



expectfromtoday?

Reporter2:MrJolasinceyouareoneofthe

witnessesonthestandtodaywhatshouldwe

expectfromyou?

Reporter3:areyougoingtospeakfororagainst

yourwifeMrJola?

Reporter4:andwhyareyoucomingtocourtalone

areyounotsupposedtobeholdingherhand?

Reporter5:willyourmarriagesurvivethisMrJola?

Bongani:pleaseexcuseme

Reporters:MrJola,MrJola!?(Theyranafterhim)

Reporter1:asyoucanseeMrJoladoesn'twantto

sayanythingbutyou...ohherecomesanother

witness.MrMjaliwhatcanweexpectfromyou

today?

Lazer:nothingbutthetruth

Reporter:youhaveseenhowruthlessthose

lawyersare,areyoureadyforthem

Lazer:yesiam(theyheadedin)



Reporter1:wowMrMjalireallyseemstobe

positiveit'sgoingtobeaveryinterestingdaytoday

backtoyouinstudio

BontlemadeherwayinfollowedbyMolaoand

Leratowhocameindifferentcarsagain.People

continuedtoflockinandafewminuteslaterthe

blackBenzSUVstoppedasMgqobigotouttoopen

forhisclient.Spottingthecarthejournalists

wastednotimeandflockedtoitwhileZanelegot

outthistimeinawhiteandblacktrimmedxhosa

figurehuggingdesign.Youwouldswearshedidn't

lookadayover40assheputonherdesigner

glassesandtookhercowleatherdesignerbag...

Reporter1:MrsJolait'sdaytwotodayyoushould

haveanideaofwherethingsareheaded

Reporter2:MrsJolaiknowwecan'taffordyour

designerbutcanyouatleastgiveherthecredits

Zanele:didshesayshewantedtobecreditedon

nationaltv?Andasforyouladyimjustaprominent



businesswomanifyoumayhaveforgotten,askme

abouttheeffectsofeconomicinflationorhowto

makeyourbusinessasuccessnotaboutideasof

wherecourtcasesareheaded,ihavealawyerfor

that

Reporter1:ohok,ProsecutorMgqobidoyouhave

any...

Mgqobi:timewaitsfornomanpleaseexcuseus

ThepoliceescortingZanelemovedthemoutofthe

wayastheymadetheirwayinsidewiththerestof

everyonecomingbehindthem.Shetookoffher

glassesasthehomenursewipedherchairandsat

down.Bontlelookedatherandscoffedshakingher

head...

Bontle:butherdesignerknowsherstuffshame

Juniorlawyer:youcansaythatagain

Officer:allrise!



Theyalldidasthejudgemadeherwayinside...

Judge:youmaytakeyourseats(theydid)asper

thestatementwewillbehavingatwopartsession

todaysoimgoingtoaskbothrepresentativestobe

asefficientandeffectiveaspossible.Withthatsaid

wemayproceed

Bontle:myladythestatewouldliketocalltothe

standLazarus"Lazer"Mjali

Hefixedhisjacketandclearedhisthroatgoingto

thedockandtookhisseatasthebailiffcamewith

thebible...

Bailiff:"iLazarusLazerMjalisweartotellthetruth,

onlythetruthandnothingbutthetruth,sohelpme

God"

Lazer:ido

Judge:thanks.Youmayproceed.



Bontle:goodmorningMrMjali

Lazer:morningyourworship

Bontle:youarecommonlyknownasLazerright,

canicallyouLazer?

Lazer:yesyourworship

Bontle:Lazerhowlonghaveyoubeenfriendswith

KumkaniJola?

Lazer:(smiled)manKaizer,mayhissoulcontinue

torest.Yourworshipwehavebeenfriendssince

highschool

Bontle:soyouknewhim

Lazer:morethanheknewhimselfyourworship

Bontle:LazerhowwouldyoudescribeKumkaniina

nutshell?

Lazer:Kaizerwasaveryintelligentguy.Hegot

distinctionsatschoolandinourgroupoffriendshe

wastheonlyonewhomadeittovarsity.Yeshewas

smartbuthewassomeonewhodidn'tliketobe

cagedheloveexploringalotandneverseen

himselfasbetterthaneveryone.Hetreated



everyonethesameandhelovedthekasialot

Bontle:pleasedescribeexploring

Lazer:(clearedhisthroat)helovedtryingnew

things

Bontle:like?

Lazer:alotofthingsyourworship

Bontle:drugsmaybe?(Hekeptquiet)MrMjali?

Lazer:allhewantedwastomakesomethingoutof

hislifeandfeelhowitfeelsliketomakeyourown

money

Bontle:soMrMjaliwhatyouaretellingthecourtis

KumkaniJolawasadrugdealer?(Hekeptquiet)Mr

Mjalianswermyquestion

Lazer:likeisaidKumkaniwas...

Bontle:ok,tellthecourthowhimbeingadrug

dealermadeyoufeel?

Mgqobi:objectionmyLadywhyisadvocateNdaba

movingonbeforeMrMjaliansweredher?

Judge:sustained.Mjalianswerthequestion



Lazer:(lookedathisgrandmotherwhohadafrown

on)yesyourworshipKumkaniwasadrugdealer

but...

Judge:thankyou.MsNdabacontinue(Mgqobi

shookhishead)

Bontle:thankyoumyLady.MrMjalihowdiditmake

youfeel?

Lazer:itoldhimthatheshouldstop

Bontle:wasitonce?

Lazer:noplentyoftimes

Bontle:andheneverlistenedtoyou

Lazer:yes

Bontle:ok.Lazersinceyouweregoodfriendswith

KumkaniJolahowwouldyoudescribehis

relationshipwithhisparents?

Lazer:itwasagoodone

Bontle:but?

Lazer:(sighed)butthingschangedafterhe

graduated.



Bontle:why?

Lazer:theydidn'tagreewithhisdecisions

Bontle:but?

Lazer:(lookeddown)hismotheralwaysstoodup

forhimnonetheless

Bontle:somyLadywhatthisyoungmanhasjust

doneistopainaperfectandclearpictureforallof

usherethatMrsZaneleJolaandherhusband

woulddoanythingtoprotecttheirsoneventhough

he'sevenonthewrongsideofthelawmore

especiallyhismother.Ithankyou

ShetookherseatwhileZanelerolledhereyes

takingasipfromherwater.

AtNomvula'shouse...

ShecamedownstairsandfoundNombulelo

smilingwatchingthetvbutshestoppedasshesaw



her...

Nomvula:howwasthefirstsession?

Nombulelo:thisisnotaprivatetveveryoneis

allowedtowatchforthemselves

Nomvula:okNombuleloiunderstandthatyouhave

beenlookingforwardtorunningthecompanybut

momistheonewhohasthefinalsay

Nombulelo:whatdoyouknowaboutrunninga

companyNomvula?Justbyspendingtwoseconds

onZanele'sfilthylapyouthinkyouareMissknowit

all?

Nomvula:imnotheretofightwithyou

Nombulelo:soimnothingtoyoupeopleinthis

familyneh?Wasinottheonerunningupanddown

withZulutryingtofindoutthetruth?Everythingi

havedoneforthisfamilyamountstonothingisee.

ThisisthethanksigetamereCFOseat?Wow

Nomvula:youareshoutingatthewrongperson

Nombulelo:imshoutingattherightpersonyou



shouldhaveturnedmadownandmakesureto

vouchformearewenotsisters?Arewenot

supposedtolookoutforoneanother?

Nomvula:okNombulelolet'ssaythreeclientsare

threateningtopulltheircontracts,1bringsgood

moneythesecondbringgoodmoneyandmore

businessyourwayandtheotherisjustanaverage

clientwhatwouldyoudothen?

Nombulelo:(scoffed)sonowyouaretestingme?

ImnotachildNomvula.Webothcanseeyouwant

thispositionsostoppretendingandgoforit

Nomvula:insteadoffightingyoushouldhavejust

answeredme.Thisisyourproblemyouaretoo

emotionalLelo,imnottestingyouhereimtryingto

helpyoutobeabletopersuademomthatyoutoo

arecapableofleading.

Nombulelo:isaidthisyesterdayandimgoingto

sayitagainyouguyscangotohellwithyourlittle

companynowifyoudon'tmindiwouldlovetoget

backtowhatimwatchingorwhatisitnow,shouldi

notwatchyourtv?



Nomvulasquinthereyesandscoffedgoingtothe

kitchenasNombuleloincreasedthevolume...

Mgqobi:thankyoumylady.Lazerneh?

Lazer:yesyourworship

Mgqobi:onekindoffriendyouare.Youareso

ungratefulLazerdoyouknowthat?

Lazer:imnotyourworship

Mgqobi:sothisisyourwayofhonouringyour

friend'sspiritLazer?Byslanderinghisnameinthe

courtoflaw?

Lazer:allididwasanswerthequestionsiwas

askedyourworship

Mgqobi:haveyoueverbrokenbreadwithKumkani

andhisparents?

Lazer:no

Mgqobi:butthenhowareyousoinformedabout

theirrelationship?



Lazer:hetoldmeeverything

Mgqobi:whatisaroleofamother?

Lazer:tonature,protectandcare

Mgqobi:soMrandMrsJolalookingoutfortheir

sonisacrime?

Lazer:noyourworship

Mgqobi:whyareyoucontradictingyourself?

Lazer:imnot

Mgqobi:yesyouare,shouldiremindyouthatyou

toldthiscourtjustafewsecondsagothat

Kumkani'smotherstoodupforhimevenwhenthey

didn'tagreewithhisdecisions,decisionsthatyou

believedwereoutoflineandalwaysreprimanded

himforisn'tit?

Lazer:ididbut...

Mgqobi:MrMjalihasthereeverbeenaday

Kumkanicutyouoff?

Lazer:noyourworship?

Mgqobi:MrMjalithetimeyourealisedMrJola



juniorwasa"drugdealer"didn'tyoucontinueto

staywithhimathishouse?

Lazer:idid

Mgqobi:MrMjalididn'tMrJolajuniorbuyapetrol

stationfranchiseandtoldyouthathewasgoingto

makeyouamanager?

Lazer:hedid

Mgqobi:MrMjalihasKumkaniJolaeverthrownyou

underthebustoprotecthimself?

Lazer:noyourworship

Mgqobi:MrMjalihasMrJolajuniorevercome

acrossasselfishtoyou?

Lazer:noyourworship

Mgqobi:MrMjaliisMrJolajuniornotthesame

personwhoboughtyouaplanetickettoEnglandto

goandstartanewlifethere?(hekeptquiet)Lazer!?

Lazer:(clearedhisthroatstartled)hedid

Mgqobi:andthisisthethankshegets.MrJolahas

beennothingbutanamazingfriendtothisyoung



manbutwhatdoeshedo?Thefirstchancehegets

hebetrayshimandstandswithhisgrandmotherto

dowhat?Todamageandruinaninnocentwoman's

dignityandreputation.Everyone,onceagainclear

proofofthepoorexploitingtherichjusttosave

theirownskin.Idon'thaveanymorequestions

(Zanelesmiled)

Judge:thankyouprosecutorMgqobi.Courtwillgo

foranhourrecesswewillbebackwiththesecond

witness

Shehitthegavelaseveryonestoodontheirfeet

andshemadeherwayout...

Gogo:why?

Bontle:rememberhe'switnessingagainstZanelei

hadtogetitoutofhim

Gogo:soyouwantedtolieLazer?

Lazer:idon'twanttosayanything.Whatiswrong

withyoulawyers?Mxm



Hesaidmakinghiswayoutwitheveryonecoming

behindhim...

Zanele:wheredoesthislittle

girlcomefrom?

Mgqobi:(chuckled)she'sagrownladyZanele.

She'sfromBotswanabutstaysinSAnow

Zanele:sotherearesomesmartBatswanaout

there?Ihonestlythoughtthatcountrywasjustfull

ofabunchofwaterheads

Mgqobi:(laughed)what'swrongwithyouZanele

that'srude

Zanele:urghpleaseyoushouldknowmebynow

Shesaidputtingonherglassesandledthewayout

whileMgqobiandBonganicamebehindher

chatting.Bongani'sphonerangashesighedand

answered...



Bongani:Lelo

Nombulelo:soyouaregoingtostandforyour

father'skiller?

Bongani:(sighed)canwepleasenotdothis?

Nombulelo:whydoesitlooklikeimtheonlyone

thatcaresaboutmyfather?

Bongani:whatdoyouwantustodoNombulelo?

Momtoldmewhatyoudidlastnightandhonestly

speakingidon'twantdramaihaveenoughdramain

mylifethatiswhyialwaystrybyallmeanstoplay

farfromthingsthatscreamfamilyihavehad

enoughplease

Nombulelo:hegaveyoulifeBonganiandyouare

supportinghiskiller

Bongani:pleaseleavemealone.Imnotdoingthis

forZaneleimdoingthisformyself.Asmuchasshe

mightbeatfaultimasconcerned

Nombulelo:ilongtoldyouthatZaneleisnotthe

womanforyoubutwhatdidyoudo?Yousaidiwas



jealous

Bongani:sincewhenareyoumyheartLelo?

Nombulelo:it'sfineBonganiimightnotbeyour

heartbutimnotwrongforlookingoutforyou.Had

youlistenedtomewewouldn'tbeheretoday.

Peoplewithmoneyaretroublesome

Bongani:justlikethemanyouarecryingfoulfor.

Youknowverywellthatdadwasnosaint(sighed)

youknowwhatbye

Nombulelo:byeyoutraitor

Bongani:youareangryandit'sgoingtobetheend

ofyou.Findhelpyouarestillyoungtobedoingthis

toyourself.

Heclickedhistonguehangingupandsighedgoing

backtohisconversationwithMgqobi.Ontheother

sideoftheparkingMolaograbbedLerato'shandas

shewasabouttogetinhercar...

Lerato:ineedtogetgoing



Molao:Leratoimissyou

Lerato:ok

Molao:iknowiwasjerkbutpleaseforgiveme

Lerato:(sighed)youknowwhatit'sokMolaoihave

noproblemwithyoubuttruthisidon'tseeyouthe

samewayididbefore

Molao:why?

Lerato:wouldyoubewithsomeoneyouknowwill

remindyouofyourfaultseverychancetheyget?

(Heswallowed)exactlysopleasetryandrespect

mydecision.Youandiareoverwearecolonel

MolaoanddetectiveSebokotooneanother.Now

canigo?

Heletgoofherasshewentinhercaranddroveoff

whileheleanedagainsthissighing.Helookedat

Bontlefromadistancelaughingonthephonewhile

leaningagainsthercar.Hedreadedthethoughtof

goingtoherornotgotoherbutdecidedtonotto

andwentinhiscardrivingoff.



ANHOURLATER

Thejudgeorderedeveryonetotaketheirseatas

Bonganimadehiswaytothedock...

Bailiff:"iBonganiJolasweartotellthetruth,only

thetruthandnothingbutthetruth,sohelpmeGod"

Bongani:ido

Judge:thankyou.Prosecutoryoumayproceed

Mgqobi:MrJolahi

Bongani:gooddayyourworship

Mgqobi:MrJolahowlonghaveyoubeenmarriedto

MrsJola?

Bongani:20years

Mgqobi:andinthese20yearsyouhavehadtwo

kidswhowere21and19andarebothnotinthis

world



Bongani:yesyourworship

Mgqobi:MrJolacanyoupleasetakeusthrough

yourlifewithMrsJola

Bongani:honestlyspeakingithasbeenawonderful

20years.Wehavebeentogetherfor21yearsbut

marriedfor20andofcourseeveryrelationship/

marriagehasitsstormydaysandcalmdaysandwe

havehadourownfairshareofthose

Mgqobi:soyoudon'tregretvowingtomakeMrs

Jolayourwife

Bongani:notonebit(Bontlesmiledreadinga

messageonherphone)

Mgqobi:howwasMrsJolaasamother?

Bongani:Zanelewashonestlyagreatmothertoour

kids(Nombulelorolledhereyeswatchingonthetv)

butwehaddisagreementshereandthereonhow

shewantedtoraisethem

Mgqobi:canyoutakeusintothat

Bongani:Zaneleisonewomanwhobelievesin

womenempowermentandthat'swhatshewanted



forourdaughter,tobeempoweredandstriveican

sayshewantedhertobelikeher.Strong,

opinionatedandsuccessfulbutiontheotherhand

wantedhertoletherbeherownwoman

Mgqobi:whataboutKumkani

Bongani:shewasrathersoftonhim

Mgqobi:why?

Bongani:becauseshebelievedthatasparentswe

needtonatureourboychildren'ssoftersideandlet

themknowthatbeingvulnerableisok,thatcrying

asamanisok

Mgqobi:wouldyousayshefavouredhimmorethan

Mbali?

Bongani:yes

Mgqobi:favoredhimtoanextendofshieldinghis

badbehaviour?(Bontlesighed)

Bongani:Zanelealwaysreprimandedoursonyour

worship

Mgqobi:MrJolawhy...



Bontle:objectionyourhonourMrJola'sanswerto

thepreviousquestionisnotclear

Bongani:(lookedatBontle)AdvocateNdabawhati

meantbymyansweristhatZanelewasbeinga

motherandshereprimandedKumkaniwheneverhe

steppedoutofhisway.Isthatananswerenough?

Judge:MrJolainthiscourtwhenalawyersays

"objection"iamtheonewhodecideswhathappens

afterareweclear?

Bongani:apologiesyourhonour

Judge:didheansweryouadvocate?

Bontle:it'sokmyLady

Judge:proceedplease

Mgqobi:MrJolawhydidyousaythehouse

Kumkanilivedinaftermovingoutofthefamily

housewasboughtbyyouwhilebothyourbank

statementsprovidedbythestateshowthatno

moneywastakenoutofyouraccounts?

Bongani:wehaveasafeyourworship,weusedthe

moneythatwasinthesafe(Zanelesmiled)



Mgqobi:myLadyweshouldalsorememberthat

there'snobankstatementshowingthatKumkani

paidforthishousehimselfsothere'snowaywe

candoubtthathisparentspaidforitwiththe

moneyfromtheirsafe(Bontlescoffedtakingout

herphoneandputitonthetable)nomore

questionsmyLady

Judge:thankyouprosecutorMgqobi,Advocate

Ndabapleasetakeover

Bontle:thankyoumyLady.MrJolahowdidyoufeel

whenyoufoundoutthatyoursonwasdealingwith

drugs?(Hefrownedsurprised)

Bongani:butwe...

Bontle:youranswernowMrJola

Bongani:(swallowed)iwasnotok

Bontle:whotoldyou?

Bongani:(lookedatZanele)mywifedid

Bontle:whendidshetellyou?

Bongani:afterwewereattackedbysomemenat

ourhouse



Bontle:whatexactlydidshesaytoyou?

Zanele:(whispered)holyshit

Bongani:thatitwasthedrugspeoplewhoattacked

us

Bontle:howdidsheknowitwasthem?(Hesighed)

MrJolahowdidsheknowitwasthem!?

Bongani:mayipleasehaveaglassofwater?

Bontle:yeah(theybroughthimsome)

Zanele:(whispered)whatisthisgirldoing?

Mgqobi:(sighedspeakinginhishand)justkeep

calmremembertherearecamerasonyou

Bontle:MrNdabahowdidsheknowitwasthe

drugspeople?

Bongani:becauseshehadhadanencounterwith

them

Bontle:whatkindofencounter?

Mgqobi:objectionmyladyhowdidwegettothis

issue?



Bontle:myLadylet'snotforgetthatMrsJolaisalso

chargedforNdlovuandhisbrother'sdeathsand

weallknowthattheywereafamilyofdrugs

Judge:objectiondenied.CarryonAdvocate

Bontle:thankyoumylady.(Mgqobisighedshaking

hishead)MrJolawhatkindofencounterdidshe

havewiththesemenandwhileyouareatitplease

explaintothecourtwhyyouliedandsaidyoudon't

regretmakingMrsJolayourwifewhileyoujust

filedfordivorceandmovedoutofyourmarital

home

Everyone:huh!?

Thewholecourthousecametoastandstillwith

ZaneleandBonganiswallowinghugedrylumps

whileinNomvula'shouseNombulelosmiled

watching.

Atthepolicestation...



Kennedywaitedintheinterrogationroomand

lookedupasthedooropened.Hesmiledseeinghis

motherwhoquietlymadeherwayin...

Kennedy:iknewyouwouldnever...

Hismouthgotshutbyahotslapashebithis

tongueandlookedatPontsho....

Kennedy:mamawhyare...

Sheslappedhimagainandgrabbedonhisneckas

hegagged...

Pontsho:howdareyou!?

^

^

^



^

^
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Officer:ma'amnoyouarenotallowedtodothat!

StillholdingonKennedy'snecksheturnedtothe

officerwhoswallowedandsteppedback.Sheletgo

ofhisneckandslappedhimagainashechokedon

hissalivaandcoughed...

Kennedy:ma!

Pontsho:myhusbandKennedy?Whatdidweever

dotoyou?(Heswallowed)whatdidweeverdoto

you!

Kennedy:imsorryma



Pontsho:sowillyoursorrybringbackmyhusband?

WillyoursorrybringbackLeratoandHlompho's

father?

Kennedy:hewasmyfathertoo

Pontsho:don'tyoudarecallmyhusbandyour

father!Nochild,nochildwouldkilltheirownfather

whenhemadesuretheyhadeverything.My

husbandworkedhardforhisfamilyandthisisthe

thankshegets?Tobekilledbyananimalhe

thoughtwouldlookafterhisfamilywhenhedies!

(Shegrabbedhisneckashegagged)why!?

Kennedy:(Gagging)mayouarehurtingme

Shehardenedthegripasheclosedhiseyesinpain.

Sheletgoofhimashecoughed...

Pontsho:whyKennedy,why?

Kennedy:itsallyourfault

Pontsho:excuseme?



Kennedy:yesyoualwayssaidyoudon'twantyour

kidstobefailuresandshouldonebeafailureyou

willchasethemoutofyourhousethatiswhy

Leratofabricatedherresultsthatiswhyididwhati

did!

Pontsho:thisisnotaboutLerato,wearetalking

aboutthelifeofamanwhowaseverythingtome.

Yesimayhavesaidthosethingsbutasaparent

youwouldneverkickyourownchilddownattheir

lowest.YouwereclosetoyourfatherKennedyyou

guyswerebestfriendswhydidn'tyoutalktohim?

Kennedyyoufakedmyowndeath

Kennedy:ihadtodowhaticould

Pontsho:youaresickandimgoingtomakesure

Leratomakessurethattheytakeyouawayfora

longtime

Kennedy:butyoujustsaidaparentcanneverkick

theirchilddownduringtheirlowestshowthatyou

areaparentnow

Pontsho:(laughed)whilemyhusband'slifewascut

short?Youreallyneedsomehelpmysonbutdon't



worryprisonisabetterplacetohelpyouwiththat

butjustsoyouknowfromnowonionlyhavetwo

childrenandthat'sLeratoandHlompho,asforyoui

don'tknowwhoyouare

Sheclickedhertongueandhithimwithherbag

leaving...

Kennedy:ma,mama,mapleasedon'tleaveme,im

sorry,maI'm...

Sheslammedthedoorasheswallowedandsighed.

Twoofficerscameinashefrownedlookingupat

them...

Officer:timetogotoyournewhomebuddy.Your

orangesuitawaitsyou,woza

Onepushedhimoutashesighedshakinghishead.



Backincourt...

Reporter:ohmyword.Thestatelawyerhasjust

droppedabombonus.Itlookslikeourbusiness

mogulpowercoupleisgettingadivorceandthey

triedtokeepthingsunderwrapsquestionishow

longweretheyplanningto?Let'sseehowhe

answersthisquestion,sho

Judge:(hitthegavel)silence,silenceincourt!

Silence!MrJolamayyoupleaseanswerthe

questionsintheordertheywereasked

Bontle:shouldiperhapsrepeatthemMrJola?

Hedownedthebottleofwaterashestarted

sweatingwhilebyherseataswellZaneledowned

herwaterashermakeupartistfixedherface

gettingridofthesweat...

Bontle:MrJola?



Bongani:yesyourworship

Bontle:MrJolaiaskedyouwhatkindofencounter

didshehavewiththesetwomenwhohappentobe

PallanceNdlovu'sbrotherandafterthatexplainto

thecourtwhyyouliedsayingyoudon'tregret

makingZaneleJolayourwifewhileyouhavefiled

fordivorceandmovedoutofyourmaritalhome

Nombulelo:(smiled)that'swhatyougetfor

choosingasnakeoverfamily(Nomvulafrowned

shockedupstairs)

Bongani:(clearedhisthroat)itwasduringour

daughter'sfuneralwhenagroupofmencameto

thegraveyard.Theywantedtotakeoursonbut

rathermywifedecidedtostepinsosheleftwith

them.Shecamebacklaterthatdayandtoldme

thatKumkaniowedthosepeople50kandshehad

sorteditoutonlyforustobeattackedafewdays

laterandthatwaswhenshefinallytoldmethetruth

aboutwhotheywere

Bontle:whoweretheyMrJola(hekeptquiet)

BonganiJolawhowerethemen!?



Bongani:(lookeddown)PallanceNdlovu'sbrothers.

Themanagersofhisdrugcartel

Bontle:andhowdidshetakecareofthem?(Hekept

quiet)MrJolahowdidyourwifetakecareof

PallanceNdlovu'sbrothers!?

Bongani:(withhiseyesclosed)shekilledthemyour

worship

Thecourthouseerruptedwithnoisewhilein

Nomvula'shouseNombulelojumpedoffthecouch...

Nombulelo:yes!Yes!Thewitchisgoingdown,yes!

Judge:(hittingthegavel)silenceincourtsilencein

court!

Bontle:soyourwifetoldyouthatshekilledtwomen

herself?(Bonganinoddedlookingdown)yesorno

MrJola

Bongani:yesyourworship

Bontle:nowwhydidyoulietothecourtabouthow



youfeelaboutyoursoontobeexwife?

Bongani:thisisaprivatefamilymatteryourworship

Bontle:aren'tyourlivespublic?Didyougetmarried

privately?No,soMrJolathepeoplemustknow

Bongani:usdivorcingdoesn'tmeanwehave

anythingagainstoneanotheritwasamutual

agreement

Bontle:whyisthequestionMrJola

Bongani:wewouldlovetowitholdtheanswerto

that

Mgqobi:objectionmyLadyMrandMrsJolahave

therighttonotanswerthisquestion

Judge:advocatedoeshimansweringithaveany

effectonthecase?

Bontle:yesmyLady

Judge:objectiondenied,MrJolathiscourtorders

youtoanswerthisquestion

Zanele:wow

Mgqobi:BontleNdabaissopettyandmessy(he



clickedhistongue)

Bontle:youloveoneanotherright?

Bongani:yesyourworship

Bontle:thenwhyareyoudivorcingwhileyoulove

oneanother?

Bongani:wehaverealisedthatwearegoingtoend

uphurtingoneanother

Bontle:howwhileyouloveeachother?

Bongani:(sighed)yourworshipcaniplease...

Bontle:noMrJolawearenotmovingonuntilyou

telleveryoneherethereasonwhyyouaredivorcing

yourwife

Bongani:(swallowed)she...

Juniorlawyer:pardonmeadvocatewehavean

answertowhyhe'sdivorcinghiswife

Bontle:oh?

Mgqobi:myladythisistotallyunacceptablewhy...

Bontle:(scoffed)soyourwifekilledyourfather?



Thecourthouseerruptedoncemoreasreporters

tookalotofphotossendingcaptionswhileZanele's

heartraced...

Reporter:wehavenevernoticedsomethinglikethis,

thisisatotalmess

Judge:silenceincourt!MrJolaanswerthe

question

Bontle:MrJolaisthiswhyyouaredivorcingyour

wife?Becauseshekilledyourfather?

Bongani:yourworshipthatisafamilymatterwe

havedecidedto...

Mgqobi:objectionmyLadywhere'stherelevancein

allthis?Wheredoesthestategetallofthesethings?

Nothiscan'tbeaccepted

Judge:settledownprosecutor,advocaterelevance

please

Bontle:myLadythisgoestoshowthatMrsJolais

notjustakillerbutisalsocapableofmarrying



someoneafterkillingtheirfatherforamere

company.Wehaveseenhowselfishandself

centredZaneleJolaisandallthesearecoming

fromaveryreliablesource

Mgqobi:wehavetherighttoknowtherealiable

sourcemyLady

Bontle:wehavetherighttoprotectoursourcesmy

Lady

Judge:okoksettledownthebothofyou.MrJolais

thistrue?

Bongani:noyourhonour(thecourterruptedwith

noise)

Judge:silence!

Bontle:butyoujustsaidthisisaprivatefamily

matterMrJola

Bongani:becausetherehasn'tbeenanyproofthat

Zanelekilledmyfatheryourworship

Bontle:itissaidthatshecalledthewholefamily

andtoldthem

Bongani:wellaskyoursourcetogiveyouproper



information

Bontle:there'sanemailshowingthatshecalledthe

wholefamilywhenshewasstillatthehospital

explainthat

Bongani:shejustwantedtobearoundusbeforeall

thisstarted

Bontle:MrJolayouarelyingtoprotectyourwife

oncemore

Bongani:mayipleasehavewater

Bontle:sure

Nomvula:youareevil

Nombulelo:imnotgoingtoletthisbitchgetaway

withthis

Nomvula:Nombulelogetalife

Nombulelo:wearetalkingaboutourfatherhere

Nomvula:idon'tthinkicanstaywithyouanymore

Nombulelo:excuseme!?

Nomvula:switchofmytv,packyourbagsandget



outofmyhouse

Nombulelo:yourownsister?

Nomvula:isaidgetthehelloutofmyhouse

Nombulelo,youdon'tvaluerelationanywayhow

canyoudothistoyourownsibling?Youare

patheticanddisgustingsies

Nombulelo:siesnaweyouleech

Sheclickedhertongueandwenttoherbedroom

whileNomvulashookherheadindisbeliefand

switchedthetvbackon...

Judge:proceedadvocate

Bontle:ValentineLotterin(Zaneleshookherhead)

tellushowsheendedupinyourarmsMrJola

Bongani:shewasjustamanipulativewitch.She

toldmethatherboyfriendkickedheroutoftheirflat

anddumpedher.Idecidedtotakeherin

Bontle:withoutconsultingyourwifefirst



Bongani:weareamarriedcouplesoididn'tthink

shewouldhaveaproblemwiththat

Bontle:yourwifenothavingaproblemwithyou,her

husbandbringinganotherstrangerhomewho

happenstobeawoman?

Bongani:wetrustedoneanother

Bontle:ohok,howwasherreaction?

Bongani:itwasok

Bontle:ohreally?MrJolamayikindlyremindyou

thatyousworetotellthetruthsopleasestoplying

Bongani:okitwasn'twelcomingbutimanagedto

calmherdown

Bontle:mmh.Let'stalkaboutthedayyousleptwith

her

Bongani:youmeanthedayshedruggedandraped

me?

Bontle:whywouldshedowhatyouclaimshedid?

Bongani:shehadabonetopickwithmyfamilya

verylamereasonitwasifyoumayask



Bontle:whywouldshehaveabonetopickwith

yourfamily?

Bongani:Justbecauseherfathergavemydadthe

truckingcompanyforafarmshethoughtshewould

comeandclaimthecompanyback

Bontle:whywouldtheydosuchanexchange?

Bongani:herfatherfailedtomaintainthecompany

Bontle:let'sfastforwardtowhenherplanfailed

whatdidyourwifedo(remembered)ohbeforethat

let'stalkabouttheiraltercationinyourcompany

buildingwhatdidyourwifesaytoMsLotterin?

Bongani:sheshouldn'tstartsomethingshe

wouldn'tfinish

Bontle:that'sright,thesamewordsthatifnotallof

usknowarecommonlyusedbypeoplewhoknow

thattheyarekillers

ShesaidlookingatZaneleasZanelelookedstraight

inhereyeswithoutblinking...



Bontle:nowwhatdidMsLotterindoafterher

missiontotakethecompanyandhaveyouguys

divorcefailed?

Bongani:shedecidedtogoafterourson

Bontle:andmyLadythat'swhenherbrothergot

involved.NowMrJolaimgoingtoaskyoutobe

carefulofhowyouanswermefromhereon

becauseihaveproofhere(heswallowed)whatdid

yourwifedowhensherealisedMsLotterinwas

comingforherpreciousson?Rememberihave

proofwithme(Mgqobishookhishead)

Bongani:wedecidedtolookoutforoursonashis

parents

Bontle:howexactly?

Bongani:byprotectinghimfromValentine

Bontle:youdidn'tanswermebutbeforeMsLotterin

decidedtogoafterKumkani?MyLadywithmeis

proofthatMsLotterindecidedtoexposeMr

KumkaniJolaforadrugdealerhewasandonthe

dayherbrotherpassedonwasthedaywhenhe

wassupposedtomeetwithKumkaniandbusthim.



Thepoliceknowaboutthisandcolonelcanattestto

it

Judge:colonel?

Molao:itistrueyourhonour

Judge:thecourtwillaccepttheproof.Proceed

advocate

Bontle:howdidyouguysdecidetoprotectyourson

MrJola(hekeptquietasBontlesighed)tosave

everyonetimeiwilltellyouhow.Yourwifedecided

toblockallnumbersinyourson'sphoneanddivert

allthecallstoherwiththehelpofhertecnosavvy

sisterZinokuhleTombale,allthemessagesand

callsthatKumkaniwassupposedtoreceivewere

receivedbyMrsJolaandshesawthemessage

WillemLotterinsentKumkaniJolaandshedecided

totakethematterinherhands.WhileWillemwas

waitingforKumkanitwopeoplecameandtookhim

toanabandonedhousewherehewasbrutally

murdered,cutintopiecesanddeliveredtotheir

parents'sdoorstepsendingtheirmothertohospital.

Hereiseverythingimtalkingabout



Judge:bailiff(theytooktheproof)

Mgqobi:myladytwoquestionsforadvocateNdaba

Judge:goahead

Mgqobi:wasthemurderreportedtothepolice?

Wasthereaforensicexamdoneonit?

Bontle:no

Mgqobi:thenhowsureareyouthatWillemwas

killedbyMrsJola?DidyouperhapsfindherDNAon

herbody?(Scoffed)nowaityoudidn'tbecausethe

bodywasburiedwithoutanyexamanationdoneso

myLadyweasdefencesaythisproofshouldn'tbe

acceptedbecauseit'snotfull

Judge:sotherewasnoforensicexaminationdone

onthisbodyadvocate?

Bontle:therewasn'tmyLady

Judge:thenimsorryyourproofwon'tbeaccepted

incourtbecauseitdoesn'tshowthatMrsJolais

indeedthepersonwhotookWillemLotterin'slife.

Continue



MgqobismiledsittingdownasZanelesmiledas

well...

Bontle:ihavenomorequestionsforMrJolamy

Lady

Judge:ok.Anythingelseprosecutor?

Mgqobi:nomylady

Judge:good.CourtwillresumeonMonday(shehit

thegavel)

Officer:allrise!

Theyalldidasshemadeherwayout...

Zanele:whatthehellhappened?

Mgqobi:shereallycamegunsblazing

Zanele:(clickedhertongue)thisshit

Molao:whatdoesthatmean?

Bontle:shemightgetawaywithkillingWillem



Molao:(sighed)thiswitch

Bontle:don'tworrywestillhaveMonday

Molao:butishouldsayyoufoughtagoodfight

today

Lerato:yeahnoyouwerespittingfire

Bontle:ijusthadtoshakeuptheirworldthanksto

thedivorceinformationigot,itreallyhelpedin

switchingthingsup

Molao:sofarsogood.Keepupthegoodwork

Bontle:thanks

Shetookherthingsleavingfollowedbyeveryone

else.AssoonasthereporterssawZaneleand

Bonganicomingouttheyflockedthedoorway...

Officer:pleasemakeway!

Reporter1:isittruethatyouguysaregettinga

divorce?



Reporter2:MrsJoladidyoureallykillMrDumisani

Jola?

Reporter3:howdoesallthismakeyoufeel?

Reporter4:MrsJolayourhusbandwascornered

todayandhadtosayalot,howdoesthatmakeyou

feel?

Reporter:areyouguys...

Bongani:canwepleasegetout

Reporters:MrsJola,MrJolaplease,Mrs,Mr!

Theofficersmovedthemoutofthewayasthey

madeittotheircarsandleft.Zanele'sphonerang

asshesighedanswering...

Zanele:friend

Samkelo:whatthehellhappened?

Zanele:thatfoolishgirlcorneredBongani

Samkelo:everythingwasjustashockandtryingto



notgiveyoumorestresswearestartingtolose

contracts

Zanele:what!?

Samkelo:yestwomajorclientshavejustcalledand

theyaresayingtheycan'tbeinvolvedwitha

murderer

Zanele:noSamkelo

Samkelo:isweartoyouitriedtoconvincethem

thatthiswon'taffectbusinessinanywayandthey

shouldjustwaituntilthefinaljudgementbutno

theyaresurethatyouareguiltyandyourhusband

istryingtocoverupforyou

Zanele:(sighed)youknowwhatbyefriend(she

hungup)

Mgqobi:iseverythingok?

Zanele:youknowwhoeverleakedthisinformation

aboutthedivorceisgoingtoknowme

Mgqobi:youdon'twantanymoretroubleright?

Zanele:but...(herphonerangagain)what?



Nombulelo:howdoesitfeelbeinginapitoffire?

Zanele:soit'syou?

Nombulelo:itoldyouimnevergoingtorestuntili

seeyoubeggingformercy.Youaregoingtopayfor

everythingandimgoingtomakesureofit

Zanelehunguponherandscoffedshakingher

head...

Zanele:Lordhelpthem,helpthemfortheyhaveno

ideaofwhattheyaredoing(scoffed)Lordimgoing

toaskforforgivenessinadvancebecausewhatim

goingtodotothispersonisthesamethingthat

JesusChristdidtothosepeoplewhoweretryingto

ruinyourtempleLord(shetookherphoneand

madeacall)Dozer

Bulldozer:umamaumcgwabiwhatcanidoforyou?

Zanele:it'stimetocomebacktoJohannesburg

(shehungup)

Mgqobi:(lookingatherthroughthemirror)Zanele



you...

Zanele:shutupMgqobi

HeswallowedfocusingontheroadasZanele

scoffedshakingherhead...

Zanele:NombuleloJola

^

^

^

^

^
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AtJola'sI'tech...



AfterspeakingtoNomvulaonthephoneBongani

scoffedandcalledNombulelowhodidn'tanswer...

Bongani:youbetteransweryourphoneofyouknow

what'sgoodforyou(hedialedheragain)

Nombulelo:Bongani

Bongani:whatiswrongwithyou?

Nombulelo:killmeforhelpingyou

Bongani:momtoldyouguysthatthisisaprivate

matterwhatpartofthatdidn'tyouget?

Nombulelo:soyouwantmetoprotectsomeone

whokilledmyownfather?Themanwhogaveyou

life?(Scoffed)missmewiththatBongani

Bongani:soyouwouldratherhumiliateyourown

brother?

Nombulelo:youhadalreadydonethatyourselfby

marryingthatsnake

Bongani:isthiswhyyoudon'thaveapartner?So



thatyoucanalwaysbeagainstourpartners?

Nombuleloyouneedtogetalifeandstop

harassingZanele

Nombulelo:whathasthiswomanfedyouthatyou

aredoingeverythingtoprotecther?Bonganiwake

up

Bongani:youwillalwaysthinkiwasfedsomething

becauseyoudon'tknowwhatloveisandyouare

goingtodieamiserablewomanwho'salways

tryingtoputotherpeopledown.Idon'tknowifican

callyoumysisterafterwhatyouhavedonetome

Nombulelo:excuseme?

Bongani:yesNombulelothisismesayingyouare

nolongerimportanttomenorapartofmylifeyou

areapastthatimnotproudof.Dumisaniisdead

getoverit

Nombulelo:youhaveneverloveddadsoimnot

surprisedyoucansaysuchathing

Bongani:andjustsoyouknowwearealsogoingto

cutyououtofthebusinesswearestarting



Nombulelo:Bonganiyouwouldneverdothat

Bongani:youhaveshownusthatyoudon'tvalue

familysowhywouldweriskbeinginbusinesswith

someonelikeyou?

Nombulelo:imgoingtotellmom

Bongani:gorightaheadthisisasiblingbusiness

shehasnosayinitbutgoaheadandwasteyour

time

Nombulelo:ineverthoughtyouwouldletasnake

getbetweenus

Bongani:youshouldhavemindedyourown

business,mymarriageandZanele'slifehasgot

nothingtodowithyoumaybethiswillteachyoua

goodlesson.Goodbyeanddon'tyouevercallme

again

Nombulelo:Bonganiyouaregoingtoregretdoing

this

Heclickedhistongueandhunguponher.He

blockedhereverywhereonsocialmedia,blocked



hercontactsanddeletedthemwhileshecalledtheir

mother...

Nomayeza:iminameetingcallmelater

Shehungupandclickedhertongueshakingher

headanddroveinsideNomayeza'shouseasthe

renovatorsopenedforher.

Inprison...

InalinewithotherprisonersKennedygothisnew

clothesasawardentookhimtoaroomtohelphim

change.Hepushedhimoutonhiswheelchairasall

thenewinmateswereputintheircells.Hegotinhis

andfoundhis3inmatesplayingagameofcards...

Kennedy:goodday

Man1:wegotacleanonetoday



Man2:whathappenedtoyou?

Kennedy:nothing

Man3:areyoutryingtosayweareblind?

Kennedy:(swallowed)nosir

Man3:sowhathappenedtoyouyoungman?

Kennedy:canipleasehavemybed

Man2:newboyssleepontop

Kennedy:buti...

Man2:didisayitwasopenfordebate?

Kennedy:nosirbutyoucanseethati...

Man1:nywenyweheelagetupthatwheelchairand

climbuponyourbunk

Kennedy:sirican'tmykneesarestillweak

Man1:(stoodup)youcan'toryouwon't?Young

mangetup!

Kennedy:siri(hereceivedahotslap)

Man1:getup!



Man3:nonowaitlethimtelluswhathedidforhim

togetinhere

Kennedy:iminnocent

Man3:aren'tweall?

Kennedy:butyouare...

Man3:(grabbedhishair)youngboywhatdidyou

do?

Kennedy:youarehurtingme(hegrabbedonit

harder)ikilledmyfatherandalmostkilledaninfant

afterattackingthemother!

Man3:youareanungratefulbastard

Man1:andhehasnorespectforoursistersand

children.Heneedstobetaughtagoodlesson

Kennedy:guyspleaseiminalotofpaincanyou

please

Man2:dowelooklikewecare?

Kennedy:guysibegyoucanyouplease...



Theothermanpushedhimoffthewheelchairashe

gruntedhittingthefloorwithhisfaceandthey

startedattackinghim.

BackinJola'sI'tech...

Bonganifinishedwhathewasdoingandtookhis

thingsgoingtohiscar.Hereceivedamessagefrom

SamkeloanddecidedtocallZanele...

Zanele:hello?

Bongani:howareyoudoing?

Zanele:howdoyouthinkimdoing?

Bongani:imsorryiwasputinacorner

Zanele:soyoursisterdoesn'tknowwhat"private"

means?

Bongani:imsosorryZanele

Zanele:it'salreadydoneBonganiyoupeoplehave



alwaysenabledthisgirltothinkthattheworld

revolcesaroundherandifyouguysfailtoteachher

somerespectiwillhelpyou

Bongani:Zanelepleasedon'tdoanythingthatwill

jeopardizeyourchancestofreedom

Zanele:Bonganiitsnotmyproblemthatshe'san

unattractivebitchwithaconfusedfigure

Bongani:Zanele...

Zanele:that'stheproblemwithallthese

unattractivebitchestheyprojecttheirproblemsto

us.Itried,itriedtobenicetoyoursister.20years

downthelinebutshe'sstillthesamenarcissistic

unscrupulousbitch

Bongani:igetthatyouareangrybutdon'tinsulther

likethat

Zanele:soitsokforhertoinsultourmarriageand

invadeourprivacy?

Bongani:youknowwhatmaybeifyoudidn'tkillher

fathershewouldn'tbethepersonsheisnow

Zanele:ohwowBongani



Bongani:don'tyouthinkthishasaffectedmetoo?I

lookedlikeacompletefoolinthatwitnessbox

Zanele:shehascrossedthelineandimnotgoingto

lienorsugarcoatit,imgoingtomakeherpay

Bongani:Zanelepleaselistentome

Zanele:no,imdonelisteningtoanyofyou.Wheni

startbeingnicethisiswhathappens,igetstepped

onbyuselessbratswhoarenothingbutbasic

leeches,evensomethinglikeNombulelothinksthey

havepowerovermedoyouknowwhoiamBongani?

Orshouldisaydoyouwantmetoremindyouof

whoZaneleMsomiis?Thosethatknowmecallme

Umcgwabiandyoushouldstartpreparingblack

outfitsforherfuneral

Bongani:Zaneleiwillreportyou

Zanele:gorightaheadimalreadygoingtoprison

becauseyouandyoursistermadesureofit.

Bonganiyoufailedtoprotectme

Bongani:Zaneletheoddswereagainstmewhatdo

youpreferiwouldhavedone?



Zanele:bemyhusbandstandbymebutit'sok

Bonganigorightaheadtellthepolicethatim

planningtokillyoursisterandevenifyoutryand

helpherrunoffimstillgoingtofindher

Bongani:youaresomethingelse

Zanele:iknow

Bongani:willyoueverchange?

Zanele:hellwouldfreeze

Bongani:imgladwearedivorcing

Zanele:atthisjuncturesoimi

Bongani:gotohellZanele

Zanele:afteryou

Shehunguponhimandclickedhertongue.

Bonganithrewthephoneonthepassengerseatand

slappedthesteeringwheelscreaming...

Bongani:dammitNombulelo,dammit!



InPrison...

ZinopacedaroundbreathingheavilywhileDinky

lookedatherpoppingherfingers...

Dinky:butwhowoulddosuchathingtomama

umcgwabi?

Zino:there'sonlyonepersoniknowhatesZanele

witheverythingshehasandthat'sBongani'sfirst

sister.TheuglyNombuleloslut

Dinky:thenweshouldorderahitonher.Justsay

thewordandiwillhavemygirlsonherback

Zino:(sighed)iknowZanelemustbefurious

whereversheisandshewon'tlistentoanyoneat

thisjuncturewithwhathappenedincourttodayshe

hasmadeuphermindthatshe'sgoingtojailso

she'sgoingafterherwithnocarenorremorse.I

havetotalktoher

Dinky:youshouldbecauseshecouldsignherlife



awaybeforethejudgegivesjudgement

Zino:ifanythingsheshouldletusdealwiththis

bitchbecausewearealreadyinhereshestillhasa

chancetosurvivethis

Dinky:butdoyouthinkshestillstandsachance?

Thatstatelawyerisnotplayinggamesdude

Zino:iknowMgqobi,he'safighterthatimpretty

surehehassomethinguphissleeve

Dinky:yeahhe'sagoodfighteraswell

Zino:Zanelemustfocusonhertrialandleavethe

Jolabitchtousthat'sjustit

Dinky:let'sgoandcallher

Zino:yeah(theyheadedtothephonebooth)iknow

wesaidwewantedherinherebuttheworld

wouldn'tbethesamewithouther

Dinky:plusit'sgoodtoknowthere'ssomeone

takingcareofusoutthere

Zino:mypointexactly



Theysighedjoiningthelineinthephonebooth.

AtLerato'shouse...

Leratosighedputtingherthingsonthekitchen

counterandgrabbedajuicefromthefridge...

Lerato:theytellmeyouvisitedyoursonbeforehe

wastakentoprisonma

Pontsho:iwantedtolookhiminthefaceandtell

himthatinolongerseehimasason

Lerato:imtoldhehasbeentakentoahospitalhe

wasattackedonhisarrival.Theyreallydidhimbad

Pontsho:theyshouldhavekilledhim(sheclicked

hertongue)anywayihavespokentoyourfather's

familysotheyaregoingtodighisbodyandwillbe

buriedproperly

Lerato:doyouhaveeverythingneeded?

Pontsho:yeahit'sjusttotakehisspiritandremains



thenburyhimattheSebokograveyards

Lerato:okmawearesupposedtobethereright?

Pontsho:yesweshouldleavewhenyouknockoff

becauseeverythingwillbedonetomorrow

Lerato:butiwannacomebackafterwardsbecause

Xabaisthrowinghissonaparty

Pontsho:ohokit'snotaproblemimgoingtobe

stayingthereforawhile

Lerato:ohok

Pontsho:ihaven'tbeenseeingyourboyfriendthese

dayswhathappened?

Lerato:(sighed)ma,Molaoandihave...(aknock

interruptedher)

Pontsho:(smiled)speakofthedevil

Lerato:whatareyoudoinghere?

Molao:helloma,ineedyourhelp

Lerato:Molaono

Pontsho:whathelpmyson?



Molao:Leratosaysshedoesn'twantmeanymore

Pontsho:eng!?(What)

Molao:yebomama

Pontsho:Lerato?

Lerato:mayouwerenottherewhenwedecidedto

getinarelationshipright?Sowithallduerespect

stayoutofit

Molao:butLeratoiloveyouandcan'tbewithout

you

Lerato:toolittletoolate.Youdon'tloveme

Pontsho:Leratowhathappened?

Lerato:madoyoucallitlovewhensomeonecalls

youunsophisticatedandafailure?

Molao:imsorry

Pontsho:didyou?

Molao:iwasinadarkspacemaandireallyregretit

Pontsho:thisismyonlygirlchildMolaodoyou

knowthat?



Molao:yesma'am

Pontsho:andithoughtyouwereamanofhonour,i

hadrespectforyouonlyforyoutousemy

daughter'sshortfallsagainsther?Youareno

differentfromthatbratthatkilledmyhusband

Molao:huh?

Pontsho:getoutofmychild'shouse

Molao:butmaI'm...

Pontsho:mydaughterdeserveswaymorebetter

thanyouare,getout!

Molao:Lerato...

Shejustlookedathimasheswallowedandmade

hiswayout...

Pontsho:what'swrongwithsomemen?

Lerato:youcanaskthatagain



Sheclickedhertonguewarmingupherfoodandsat

downashermotherclickedherstoo.

AttheJola's...

Zanelefrownedlookingatherphoneringand

sighedanswering...

Zanele:ihavenocommentcan'tyoupeople

understandthat?

Zino:It'sZino

Zanele:ohheysis

Zino:ihavebeenwatchingthetrial,infactthewhole

prisonhas

Zanele:ohsoiguessyousawwhathappened

earlier,Zinoimlosingbusinessleftrightandcentre.

Bigclientsarebusypullingtheiraccounts.Iwill

soonbeforcedtostepdownbecauseidon'twant

toruinSammy'slifeshehadworkedashardforus



togetheresoimightaswellstepdown

Zino:youcanstepdownbutitshouldbe

temporarilyuntilthefinaljudgement.Sammyisa

goodwomanandshedoesn'tdeservetobecaught

inthemiddleofthismessbutthat'snotwhyicalled

Zanele:whydidyoucall?

Zino:iknowit'sNombulelowholeakedthe

information

Zanele:youarerightandimgoingtomessthat

bitchup.BulldozerandZozskiareontheirwayback

Zino:noyouarenotgoingtodothat

Zanele:excuseme?Afterwhatshedidtome?You

can'tbeseriousZino

Zino:leaveNombulelotoDinkyandi

Zanele:(smiled)ohyoumetmybaby

Zino:yeah,didyouhearme?

Zanele:sheneedstoknowtonotmesswithme

Zino:sisidon'twantyoutogiveMgqobiareasonto

giveuponfightingforyourfreedom.Thatpetite



tswanagirlmightbefightingagoodfightbut

Mgqobiiscominginstrongaswellsodon'tdo

anythingthatmightgivethestatethestrengthto

buryyou.LetusdealwithNombulelo

Zanele:ihaveheardenoughofthisgirlZino

Dinky:iknowbutleaveitalltousmama

Zanele:stillimgoingtobethefirstsuspectsowhy

notdoit?

Zino:unlesstheyhaveproofthatit'syouwhodidit

theywon'ttakeyouanywhere

Zanele:ihavemadeitcleartoBonganithatim

goingtokillher

Zino:itdoesn'tmatter,Nombuleloneedstobedealt

with,severely.Youaredivorcingthisguysowhydo

youstillwanttowalkoneggshellsaroundhim?

Zanele:youaretellingthetruth,okthengoforheri

willleaveittoyouguys

Zino:thankyouforlisteningithoughtyouwerenot

goingtounderstand

Zanele:imightbeangrybutistillhaveabrain



Zino:that'smygirl.Bye

Zanele:byebabe

TheyhungupasZanelethoughtaboutitand

sighed...

Dinky:iguessishouldcallmygirls

Zino:noiwanttokillhermyself

Dinky:(frowned)howareyougoingtodothat?

Zino:(smiled)justwatchandlearn,mynameis

ZinokuhleTombale-MsomiandNombuleloJolais

goingtoknowthatyoudon'tmesswiththeMsomi's

andgettocelebrateit

Shesaidputtingherhandsinherpocketsasthey

wentbacktotheircell.MeanwhileZanelewhistled

butstoppedasherphonerang



Zanele:Sammy

Samkelo:Bonganijustcalledme

Zanele:ihavechangedmymind

Samkelo:really?

Zanele:it'snotworthit.Whyfightsomeonewhois

waybelowyourleague?Imbetterthanthat

Samkelo:iknowumcgwabi

Zanele:shehasabitofhumaninheraswell

Samkelo:noshedoesn'tandsheneverlistens

Zanele:thenyoudon'tknowher

Samkelo:doyouknowwhatthiswoulddotothe

outcomesofthistrial?

Zanele:thatiswhyihavedecidedtostepback

Samkelo:butshouldanythinghappentoherdoyou

knowthatBonganiandhismotheraregoingtoskin

youalive?

Zanele:iwouldlovetoseethemtry

Samkelo:youguysaremakingthissituationmore



messy

Zanele:Samkeloisaidihavedecidedtostepback

andthatincludesfromthebusinessesaswell

Samkelo:what!?

Zanele:idon'twantyoutoloseonalotbecauseof

mefriendyouareagoodwomanyoudon'tdeserve

anyofthis

Samkelo:but...

Zanele:it'sonlyuntilthetrialends.Ifigotoprison

theniwillstepdownforgoodandifidon'tiwillbe

comingback

Samkelo:(sighed)iseebutfriend...

Zanele:Sammyyouhaveadaughtertothinkofsoif

iwereyouiwouldstartcommunicatingwithallthe

clientsnowandreleaseapressstatementthati

havesteppeddown.

Samkelo:butyouknowiwillalwaysbetherefor

youneh?

Zanele:imnotdyingimjusttryingtosaveour

babies



Samkelo:thankyoulove

Zanele:anytimebabes.Bye

Samkelo:takecareandbesafe

TheyhungupasZaneleshookherheadand

scoffed...

Zanele:Nombulelo,shereallythinksshehasallthis

figuredout.Clearlyshedoesn'tknowwhoiam

THATEVENING

AtNomayeza'shouse...

Nomayezaparkedhercarfollowedbyhersonas

theygreetedoneanotherandwentinthehouse...

Bongani:ithonestlywasamessmom



Nomayeza:welleverythinghappensforareason.

Lelo?Areyouinherewejustsawyourcaroutside

Nombulelo:inthekitchen

Bongani:iwillbeinmyroom

Nomayeza:okson

Nombulelo:Bongani(heclickedhistonguegoingup)

macanyoupleasetalktoyoursonhedoesn'twant

to...

Nomayeza:soyouthinkmyhouseisharbourfor

traitors?

Nombulelo:huh?

Nomayeza:getout

Nombulelo:ma?

Nomayeza:Nombulelotakeyourthingsandgetthe

helloutofmyhouse

Nombulelo:mawheredoyouexpectmetogo?

Nomayeza:youshouldhavethoughtaboutthat

beforebetrayingyourbrother



Nombulelo:ma

Nomayeza:getoutLeloimnotgoingtotoleratethis

behaviour.Youshouldknowtheimportanceof

family.YesyoucanhateZaneleallyouwantbut

whenitcomesmysonthat'swereitallstops.You

shouldhavethoughtaboutwhatyoudidbefore

doingit

Nombulelo:somyownmotheristurningherback

onmeandthrowingmetothewolves?

Nomayeza:itsallyourdoingmygirl.Bye

Nombulelo:youknowwhat,haveanicelifeand

shouldidieoutthereknowthatitwillbeallyour

doingandiwillneverforgiveyou

NomayezajustkeptquietasNombuleloscoffed

andwenttotakeherbags.Sheloadedthembackin

hercaranddroveoffcallingaB&BwhileBongani

camedown...

Bongani:isshegone?



Nomayeza:throweverythingshewascookingout

inthebinwewillordersomething

ShewentupasBonganididasasked.Onherway

totheB&BNombuleloscoffednotbelievingwhat

justhappened.Apolicecarwailedbehindheras

shepulledoverandtheycametoherassherolled

downthewindow...

Nombulelo:sorrysirhowcanibeofhelp?

Officer:areyouNombuleloJola?

Nombulelo:yeswhydoyouask?

Officer:kindlystepoutofthecar

Nombulelo:why?

Officer:ma'amidon'twanttoaskyouagainplease

Nombulelo:(steppedout)what'sgoingon?

Officer:ma'amyouhavebeenarrestedforbeingan

accompliceinMsThandiweButhelezi'smurder



Nombulelo:what!?

Officer:thecourthasreceivedinformationabout

theproofyouprovidedandorderedyourarrest.

Come

Nombulelo:nothisismistake,stopdoingthis,ow,

youarehurtingme!

Theycuffedherandthrewherinthebackofavan

astheotherofficerdrovehercartakinghertothe

policestation.

ADAYLATER

^

^

^

^

^

.....



[05/16,09:36] :ZANELE

105

InCourt...

Reporter:ifthere'sanythingpopularrightnowit's

ZaneleMsomi-Jola'strialwiththestate.This

womanhasmadewavesnotonlyinthecountrybut

outsideaswell.Shewasoneveryone'smouththis

pastweekendmaybeshedeservesarealityshowof

herownsoproductionhousesthere'sanidea(she

chuckled)goodmorningviewersbackhomeweare

backtodayandtodayisthemostimportantdayof

thistrial.MrsMsomi-Jolaistakingthestandandi

knowwehavealotofquestionsabouttoday,firstly

shehasbeenflourishingwithdifferentdesigns

sincethetrialstarted,sowhatwillshebewearing

today?Usethehashtag#ZaneleJolaTrialtosendus

yourpredictionsthroughtwitterwhilewewaiton

her.Secondquestionisherattitudeoftheday,we

knowMrsJolaisaveryoutspokenandnoteasily



intimidatedwomanandwhenshegivesouther

opinionaboutsomeoneshemakessuretoleavethe

groundshakingsoarewegoingtoexperiencethat

todayorshe'sgoingtoshowasideofherthatwe

don'tknow?Staytunedtogetyouranswertothat.

Thirdquestionandmostimportantoneishowdo

weaddressherwhenshearrivesissheMrsJolaor

MissMsomi?Trustmethelastthingyouwantfrom

Zaneleisforhertogiveyouapieceofhermindthat

ladyhasasharptongue.Herecomesthestate

lawyerlet'stryandgetafewquestionsthrough

Bontlegotoffhercarasthedriverdroveoffand

madeherwaytothecourthouseinblackpants,a

whiteshirtandamatchingjacketwithhergown

hangingonherarmwhilepullinghercase...

Reporter1:GoodmorningAdvocateNdabasince

youarenowknownasaqueenofbombswhatcan

weexpectfromyoutoday?

Bontle:(scoffedsmiling)bombsiguess(chuckled)



butyouneverknowthingsnevergothewaywe

expect

Reporter2:whatareyouhopingtogetoutofMrs

Jolatoday?

Bontle:thetruth

Reporter2:andyouarecertainthatyougoingtoget

it?

Bontle:afterwhathappenedonFriday?Ofcourse

wearegoingtogetitgiventheevidencewehave

shewillhavenochoicebuttotellthetruth.One

thingaboutourfirmisthatweprideourselvesin

gettingjusticeandallourclientsknowthatwe

alwayskeepourpromises

Reporter:soyouarecertainthatyouaregoingto

winthiscase?

Bontle:imnotGodbutwhaticansayisthatallthe

peopleZanelehashurtaregoingtogettheirjustice

onewayoranother.Thankyou

Shesaidsmilingandheadedinsidewhilethe



reporterswaitedforotherpeople...

Reporter1:asyouhaveheardbackhomethestate

lawyeriscertainthatindeedthepeoplewillget

justiceonewayoranother.MrJolaonequestionfor

you(hestopped)firstlyletmesayimsureimnot

theonlyshockedtoseeyouhereafterwhat

happenedonFriday.Whatareyouhopingforfrom

today?

Bongani:thetruthshallprevail.Thankyou

Hesaidbuttoninghisjacketandheadedinside

followedbymorepeople.Afewminutesafterthe

blackBenzSUVstoppedwithtwopolicecars,one

atthefrontandanotheratthebackasreporters

rushedtoit.Theystartedtakingpicturewaybefore

Mgqobicameout.Hedidinanavybluesuit,awhite

shirtandamatchingtieandtookhisbagand

gown...



Reporter1:areyounotgoingtoopenforMrsJola

today?

Asshesaidthedooropenedastwoladiescame

outandstretchedouttheirhandsforZanelewho

cameoutinablackandwhitexhosaballdress.On

herneckwasabeadedneckpiecehangingfromher

neckuptoherwaist.Shehadinherheadafemale

traditionalzuluhatthatmatchedherdressandneck

piece.Shealsohadonabeadedhandpieceonher

righthandwhichshealsoheldashorthandspear

(umkhonto)thatmatchedheroutfit...

Reporter1:MrsJolalookingradiantaseverweare

pleadingwithyoutoday,pleasetelluswho

designedyouroutfit

Zanele:justknowthatit'soneofthebestcelebrity

designersinSouthAfrica

Reporter2:onmoreimportantissuesMrsJola,i

cancallyouMrsJolaright?



Zanele:didtheyperhapsfinalisemydivorcewithout

myknowledge?

Reporter2:apologiesMrsJola.Whatcanthe

peopleofSouthAfricaexpectfromyoutoday?

Zanele:awomanfightingforherfreedom.Asyou

canseeihavemyumkhonto(spear)withmetoday

andweallknowwhatthissymbolises.Yesit's

mostlyusedbyzulupeoplebutasarainbownation

itooamallowedtouseittodefendmyself.(Raised

thespear)Amandla!(Power)

Hersupporters:awethu!(Isforus)

Shesaidmakingherwayinsidewiththetwoladies

holdingthedressforherwhileMgqobicamebehind

herwithtwootherofficerswhiletwootherswalked

infrontofher.Thedoorsopenedandeveryone's

eyeswereonher.Hermakeupartistmadesureto

outdoherselfasZanelesmiledmakingherwayto

herseat.Somepeopleshooktheirheadsin

disbeliefwhileotherssmiledathowgodlyshe

looked.Witheveryonesettledanofficerstoodup



andorderedeveryonetostandontheirfeetasthe

judgemadeherwayin...

Judge:youmaybeseated(theyalldid)maywe

pleasehavetheaccusedtothestand

Thetwoladiesheldherdressforherasshe

gracefullymadeherwaytothedock.Theyhelped

hercomfortablytakeherseatandbroughttwo

bottlesofdistilledwater...

Judge:thecourtofferswater

Zanele:imsorrybutZaneledoesn'tdrinkwaterthat

shedoesn'tknowwhereitcomesfrom

Judge:(scoffedshakingherhead)bailiff

Baillif:righthandonthebibleandleftupplease

(shedid)'IZaneleMsomi-Jolasweartotellthetruth,

onlythetruthandnothingbutthetruth,sohelpme

God"



Zanele:ido

Judge:thankyou.ProsecutorMgqobiyoumay

proceed

Mgaobi:thankyoumyLady.GoodmorningMrs

Jola

Zanele:goodmorningyourworshipcaniplease

havemycushionthischairissouncomfortablei

don'tknowhoweveryonesitsonthis.Howdoyou

makepeoplesitonsuchanuncomfortablethingMs

Judge?Thisissouncomfortable

Mgqobi:cushionplease

Oneoftheladiespasseditwhilethewholecourt

laughed...

Mgqobi:iseeyouaresomeonewhoknowshowto

getpeopleingoodspirits

Zanele:yesyourworshipimaverynicewomanand

iloveseeingpeoplehappy.Irespectandvaluelife

butidon'tunderstandwhythestatewantstopaint



mewithsuchadarkcolour

Mgqobi:(smiled)andyoulookrelaxedMrsJola

Zanele:that'sbecauseiknowmytruthyourworship

(shesaidwithasmile)

Mgqobi:withoutwastinganymoretimepleasetake

usthroughyourrelationshipwithyourson

Zanele:awwmybabyboy.Ilovedthatboysomuch.

There'snothingiwouldn'tdoformyboy.Ilovedmy

childrenbutiwasmoreclosetoKumkani

Mgqobi:onewouldaskwhy

Zanele:KKasicalledhimhadmypersonality.He

didn'tliketobeboxedicansafelysayhewasavery

experimentalchild

Mgqobi:howwasthingsbetweenyouguyswhenhe

movedoutofthehouse?

Zanele:myhusbandandibelieveinindependence

andthat'swhatwewantedtoinstillinourchildren

sowegavehimourblessing.Imeanhowdowebuy

someoneahouseandnotletthemgoliveinit?

Mgqobi:MrsJolatellusaboutyourrelationship



withMsPhumezaMjaliwhyyouguyssaidshewas

yourrelativewhileshewasn't

Zanele:idon'tknowthiswoman,whereshecomes

fromandwhatshedoes.Letmestartby

apologisingtothecolonelforlyingtohimbutiwas

doingittoprotectmysonfromtheLotterinsnakes.

Theywantedtopaintmysonabadperson.Im

Kumkani'smotherimtheonlyonewiththerightto

reprimandhimifhegoesoutofwaynooneelse.

Forthosepeopletowanttoruinmyson'sreputation

wasjusttofeedtheirownegos.Whenyouare

successfultherearepeoplewhoarealwaysgoing

todoanythingandeverythingtobringyoudown

Mgqobi:okMrsJolabutyourhusbandtoldthe

courtthatyoutoldhimthatKumkaniwasdealing

withdrugswhydidyoudosomuchtoprotecthim?

Zanele:yourworshipitistruemysonwasadrug

dealerandthereasonwhyiprotectedhimwas

becauseibelieveeveryonedeservesasecond

chance.Iwon'tlieipunishedthatyoungboyfor

whathedidandhepromisedhewillstop



Mgqobi:didhestop?

Zanele:unfortunatelyhedidn'tandthat'sbecause

ofhisfriendLazarusMjali,likehowdoyounamea

childLazarus(shescoffedrollinghereyes)

Mgqobi:butLazarussaidhetriedtogethimoutof

thebusiness

Zanele:hesaidsojusttosavehisownskin.You

haveseenhowthisfamilyisouttoruinusyour

worship

Mgqobi:indeedihaveMrsJolaandjusttoremind

thecourt,rememberitoldyouthatMsMjaliandher

grandsondecidedtocutadealwiththepolice

seeingthatthingsweregettingworseforthem

(Leratoshookherhead)MrsJolalet'sgetthisout

oftheway,didyouordidyounotbuyKumkaniJola,

yourson,hishouse?

Zanele:myhusbandandididwiththemoneywe

hadinthesafe

Mgqobi:ok.PallanceandSimmoneNdlovu(Zanele

scoffedsippingherwater)tellthecourtabouthow

theycameintothepicture



Zanele:youmeanmymotherandaunt'skillers.

Thosetwocameintoourlivesthetimetheyrealised

Kumkanihastakentheirterritory.Theydecidedto

attackusoutofnowhere

Mgqobi:notbecauseofthedeathoftheirbrothers?

Imeanyourhusbandtoldthecourtthatyoutold

himthatyoukilledthem

Zanele:honestlyspeakingidon'tremembersaying

thattomyhusband(thecourtmuttered)

Judge:silence!

Mgqobi:kindlyclarifythatforus

Zanele:thetruthisyesitoldhimthatKumkaniwas

dealingwithdrugsbutinevertoldhimthatthose

menwerethedrugspeopleisaidisuspectthatthey

arethedrugspeopleandtheydidn'tattackus

becauseikilledNdlovu'sbrother'stheyattackedus

becausetheysuspectedikilledtheNdlovubrothers

onlybecausetheyknewZanele'ssonwastakingup

theirterritoryandthattheyknewwhoiwas.Their

attackfailedaswedefendedourselvessoNdlovu

andhispatheticwifedecidedtoabductmymother



andaunt

Judge:pleasewatchyourlanguageincourtMrs

Jola

Zanele:imsorryyourhonourbutspeakingabout

thosepeoplemakesmystomachturn(shesaid

takinganothersip

Mgqobi:soMrsJolayoudidn'tkillthebrothers?

Zanele:ifikilledthosemenwouldn'tmyDNAbeall

overthemandagainidonotknowtheplacetheir

bodieswerefound

Mgqobi:thisisrightmylady.Whentheremainsof

theNdlovubrother'sbodiesweretakenfora

forensicexaminationtherewasnoDNAfoundon

theirbodiesanditwasdiscoveredthattheywere

killedbypoison.MovingrightalongMrsJolalets

talkaboutthedeathofMrandMrsNdlovudidyou

plantthebombontheircar?

Zanele:(lookedatBongani)yourworshipiknow

nothingaboutthosepeople'sdeathalliwantedwas

myparentsandthat'swhatmysisterandiwere

workingonandmyhusband



Mgqobi:okMrsJolahowdidyoufindoutthatyour

parent'sweremissing?

Zanele:whenwecouldn'treachthem.Wecalledthe

agencyandtheysaidtousmymotherneverwon

anythingthatiswhenwedecidedtoworkonfinding

them

Mgqobi:whydidyounottellthepoliceaboutthis?

Zanele:becausemyhusbandandsister'sjob

descriptionallowsthemtodofindmissingpeople

withorwithoutthepolice

Mgqobi:sowecansafelysaytheyweredoingtheir

job

Zanele:yesyourworship

Mgqobi:ValentineLotterin

Zanele:myhusband'srapistandthewomanwho

foughtwitheverythingtotryanddragmyfamily

nameinthemud

Mgqobi:ibelievethingsweren'tgoodbetweenyou

guys

Zanele:atallbutrememberigavethiswomana



roofoverherheadlittledidweknowshehad

agendasofherown

Mgqobi:MrsJoladidyoukillValentine?

Zanele:no

Mgqobi:buthowareyouplacedatthelocationofa

helicoptercrashwhichMsLotterin'sbloodtrails

werefound?

Zanele:iwaspassingby

Mgqobi:yourhonourthisshowsthelocationhistory

ofMrsJola'sphoneandcaritisthesamelocation

wherethehelicoptercrashed.Myladylocation

triangulationsregistersevenwhenyouarejust

passing.Ithankyou.OnelastquestionMrsJolado

youbyanychanceknowWillemLotterin

Zanele:idon'tknowthatpersonyourworship

Mgqobi:thankyouMrsJola.Nofurtherquestions

forMrsJolamylady

HesaidsittingdownwhileZaneletookanothersip

fromherwaterlookingateveryoneinthecourt



house.InherofficeNomayezasighedandsipped

hercoffeeasherphonerang...

Nomayeza:NomayezaJalihello?

Zulu:(laughed)thetruthwillalwayscomeout

Nomayeza:whoisthis?

Zulu:ohsoyouaregoingtopretendthatyoudon't

knowyourhusband'svoice?

Nomayeza:mxmwhatdoyouwantZulu?

Zulu:mylawyerjusttoldmethatyourprecious

daughterwasarrestedonFridaynight

Nomayeza:so?

Zulu:iknewitwasgoingtohappen.Yourdaughter

isonepersonwho'semotionallydisabledifican

putitlikethatsoiknewshewasgoingtobitethe

samehandsthattriedtoshieldher.Youarejust

luckythatthepersonwhohelpedherwiththisis

behindbarsorelseiwouldbebreathingfireonyou

people



Nomayeza:youreallyhavetimeandenergyyou

know?Zulusomeofusarebusy,wehave

companiestorunsoifyoudon'tmindcaniplease

gobacktowork

Zulu:factisthetruthcameout

Nomayeza:mxm

Shesaidhanginguponhimandincreasedher

officetvvolumewhileZululaughedgoingbackto

hiscell...

Bontle:thankyoumyLady(scoffed)ZaneleJola

Zanele:Msomi-Joladearit'sadoublebarrel

surname

Bontle:averystrongandopinionatedwoman

Zanele:yesyourworship

Bontle:whoisn'tscaredoflyingevenunderoath

Zanele:iknowmytruth



Bontle:ibetyoudo.Iwantustofocusontwo

issues.ThedisappearanceofValentineLotterinand

thedeathoftheNdlovu'sandtheirbrothers.Soare

yousayingyourhusbandliedtothecourtsaying

youtoldhimthatyoukilledtheNdlovubrothers?

Thesamemanwhosaidhelovesyouwith

everythinghehas?

Zanele:ineversaidheliedhedidn'thearme

correctly

Bontle:thenwhydidn'tyoutellyourlawyertoask

himtocorrecthimself?

Zanele:ihavebeenoverwhelmedifyoumayknow

imstillrecoveringfromastrokeandheartfailure

Bontle:thosehavenothingtodowithyour

concentrationspanbutanywayimnotgoingto

dwellmuchintothat,MrsJolapleasetellthecourt

ifyourecognisethisearring

ShesaidtakingouttheemeraldearringasZanele's

heartskippedlookingatitwhileMgqobifrowned

surprised...



Bontle:Myladythisearringwasfoundwherethe

helicoptercrashed.WhereMsLotterin'sbloodtrails

werefound.MrsJolaisthisnotyourearring?

Zanele:(clearedherthroatblinking)no

Bontle:areyousureMrsJola?

Zanele:yes(Molaoscoffedshakinghishead)

Bontle:butthenwhydidyouswallowitwhen

DetectiveSebokoforgotitintheinterrogationroom?

Thesameinterrogationroomyouwerewithyour

lawyerinitafterbeingarrested?

ShesaidlookingatMgqobiwhosniffedrubbinghis

nose...

Zanele:isaidthatearringisnotmine

Bontle:myLadyihaveDNAresultsfromthat

earringafterthedoctoroperateditoutofMrsJola

whenshehadcomplicationsatthehospital



Zanele:theycutmewithoutmyconsent!?

Bontle:wereyougoingtogiveconsentwhileyou

wereinacoma?(Sheswallowedandclearedher

throat)ithoughtasmuch.MyLadytheDNAresult

provethattheearringwasfromMrsJola'sdigestive

system.MrsJolawhydidyouswallowtheearring

andwhileatitpleaseexplaintothecourtwho

KennedySebokois

ThebailifftooktheproofwhileZanelebreathed

heavilylookingatBontlewhowaswaitingonan

answer...

Bontle:MrsJolawearewaiting

Zanele:(scoffed)justbecauseupatalwanga

balunguucgingaukubandizokuyekelaundi

nyathelakanjalo?Sozendibeinkokothanjengawe

ntombi(justbecauseyouareonawhitepeople's

payrollyouthinkyoucanwalkallovermethat

easily?Iwillneverbeabootlickerlikeyoumygirl)



Bontle:MrsJolawouldyouspeakEnglishplease

Zanele:Thisisafreecountryandwespeak11

languageshereitsnotmyproblemthatyoudecided

tosettleintobeingaforeigner

Judge:MrsJolaBehavepleaseidon'twantto

reprimandyouagain

Bontle:pleaseanswermyquestionwhydidyou

swallowtheearringandwhoisKennedySeboko

Zanele:(sighedannoyed)youknowwhat,yesi

killedthebitch,ikilledherareyouhappynow?

Judge:MrsJola!

Zanele:aishutupwithyouruglyhair.Ikilled

ValentineLotterin,ikilledWillemLotterin,ikilledthe

NdovubrothersandikilledSimmoneandher

pathetichusbandareyouhappynow!?

EveryonemutteredinshockwhileMgqobilookedat

Zanelewithhismouthhanginginshock...



Bontle:thereyouhaveitmyLadyirestmycase

Zanele:youallcangotohell!

Judge:(hitthegavel)ZaneleMsomi-Jola!

Bonganishookhisheadandwalkedoutwhile

Zanelestoodupfromthestand...

Judge:Zanelesettledownbeforeithrowyouina

cell!

Zino:whatisshedoing?

Dinky:youknowumcgwabihatesbeingputina

corner

Thesirenrangastheyallrushedtotheircellswhile

incourtpeoplefinallysettleddown...

Judge:judgmentwillbepassed...

Mgqobi:onethingmylady



Judge:whatprosecutor?

Mgqobi:youknowhowwelawyerscanbe

emotionallydrainingandhowpsychologically

manipulativeweareandpleasetrustmewhenisay

MrsJoladidn'tmeantosnaplikethat.IfMrsJola

killedMsLotterinwheredidshetakethebody?If

shekilledtheNdlovubrotherswhywasherDNAnot

foundonthebodies?IfshekilledWillemLotterin

whyishis...

Zanele:it'snotworthitMgqobi

Judge:judgementandSentencingofMrsMsomi-

Jolawillbetomorrowcourtisadjourned

Shehitthegavelaseveryonestoodontheirfeet

andmadeherwayout...

Mgqobi:Zanelewhywouldyoudothat?

Zanele:onethingimnevergoingtodoisletayoung

waterheadlikethatgirlthinktheyhavepowerover

me.ImZaneleUmcgwabiMsomi



Mgqobi:youjustsentyourselftothegrave

Zanele:thankyouforallthatyouhavedoneMgqobi

butitiswhatitisnow

ShesaidleadingthewayoutwhileMgqobishook

hisheadcomingbehindher...

Molao:thatwasunexpected

Bontle:mytacticworkedandthatwasprovoking

heregoandprideandguesswhattheywere

bruisedandshesnapped

Molao:shehasmadethejudge'sjobaloteasier

Theychuckledleavingwhileoutsidethereporters

stoodaroundZanele...

Reporter1:soyoureallydidit?

Reporter2:howdoyouevenbegintothinkoftaking



someone'slife?

Reporter3:soyoureallywanttogotoprison?

Reporter4:whatiftheygiveyoulifeimprisonment?

Zanele:yesididit.Ikilledallthosepeopleandi

don'tregrettakingneitheroftheirlives.Isleptlikea

babyafterdoingsoandgivenachanceiwouldn't

minddoingitagain.Theycangivemelife

imprisonmentorwhatevertheywantbutwhati

knowisthatZaneleMsomiisnotgoinganywhere

trustmeineverdoanythingwithoutplanBandif

thatstatelawyerthinksshedidanythinggreatshe

didnothing.IamZaneleMsomiandthosewho

knowmecallme"Umcgwabi"googlethatandfind

whatitmeans.ThismightbetheendofZanele

Msomibutonlythestartofaneweraandthat's

"Umcgwabi'sera"

Shesaidmovingthemoutofthewayandgotinher

SUVwhilethereportersreportedbacktotheir

respectivestudios.



InPrison...

Inaline,newinmatesfollowedoneanotherasthey

gotputintheircells.AmongstthemwasNombulelo

Jolawholookedaroundwithherheartracing.They

passedZinoandDinky'scellastheywinkedather

withsmilesontheirfaceswhilerubbingtheirhands

together.Sheswallowedahugelumpandquickly

lookedforward.

InCapetown...

Valentinesmiledreducingthetvvolumeandturned

thepregnancytestingstick.Hersmilewidenedasit

showedtwolinesandshetookherjuiceand

downedit...

Valentine:congratulationsBonganiJola.It'stimeto

gobacktoJohannesburg



Shesaidlookinginthemirrorintheloungeofher

flatwithscarsonherface.

^

^

^

^

^

THEENDOFBOOK1

________________________

Thepersonwiththeclosestpredictionoftheending
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pleasecontactustogetyourprice.


