
Ziyanda-MaytheBlessingscontinue

Prologue

Lifeisn'talwaysasitseems.We'realwaysexpected

toholdonnomatterwhat.AsIwastoldonmy

weddingdaybymymom'saunts"mosadiotshwara

thipakabogale"(awomanholdstheknifeonit's

sharpedges).

Itseemslikeithasalwaysbeenlikethatforme.All

mylifeI'vehadtofightforeverything,nothingcame

easyforme-notevenmybirth.Mymostfavourite

personintheworld,mygrandmotherKhanyi,

namedmeZiyandameaningmaytheblessings

continue.Myownmotherhowever,namedme

Dikeledi(tears),becauseapparentlynothingbut

sorrowandheartachecamefrommyexistence.I

guessthatexplainswhyIhaveneverfeltherlove,



unlikemysisterwhosebeenthefullrecipientofher

loveanddevotedaffection.Thatprobablyexplains

whyshewasnamedThando.Icouldnever

understandhowsuchalovingwomanlikemy

grandmotherwouldbirthsuchanevilwomanlike

myownmother.Iaskmyselfevennow,25years

afterIwasbornwhyshehatesmesomuch,but

thenallIevergetfromthatansweris"ifitweren't

foryou,thingswouldbegoingaccordingtoplan".

Idon'tknowwhichplanthatis,nordoIwanttofind

out,insteadIamstuckinalovelesssixyear

marriage.That'smyshortsadstory,ZiyandaNqobo,

wifetoprominentmillionaireLanga"Dynamite"

Nqobo.

ChapterOne

Myalarmclockringsatexactly6:30inthemorning.

I'msousedtowakingupatthistime.You're

probablyaskingyourselfwhyamarriedwomanlike



myselfdoesn'tgetupearlier,right?Well,Ihaveno

children.

Yes,I'm25yearsoldwithnochildrenitsounds

crazyIknow.I'mnotbarrenoranythinglikethat.I

gotmarriedattheageof19andfellpregnantat20.

Ihadaspontaneousmiscarriageat19weeksof

pregnancy,tilthisdaythedoctorshavenoidea

whatcausedit.

LangaandIhavebeentocountlessspecialistsfor

twoyearstryingtohaveachildofourownafter

beingpressuredbymymothersinceshesaysa

manlikeLanganeedsanheirandthatamarried

womanwhocannotconceiveisuseless.

SometimesIwishIcouldjusttellhertomarry

Langaherselfbecausehe'sthegoldenboy

accordingtoher.

Anyway,asIwasabouttoleavemybedsideLanga

grabbedmyarmandrubbedmythigh.Iknowthat's



asignthathewantstohavesomemorningglory,

notthatitevenmakesadifferencebecausewe

alwaysdothesamething.

Me:Langa,we'regoingtobelateandremember

you'resigningofftheKennedydealtodaysoyou

havetobeearly.

Langa:Kennedycanwait,Zee.Besides,I'mnever

lateyouknowthat.I'llbequick,Ipromise.

Quickhewillmostdefinitelybe.Onewouldassume

afterbeingmarriedforsixyearsIwouldhave

enoughsexualexperience,butLanganeverlasts

morethanfiveminutes.So,Ilethimme.

Langa:(groaninginmyear)"Baby,you'resogood.

Youalwaystastesogood.PromisemeI'mtheonly

onewhoeatsthisamazingpussy."



Withthatsaid,hewasdone.Igotupandwentto

theshowertodomymorningroutine.Ineverreally

bothermuchwithmakeupbecauseIhavegoodskin.

IgrewupasabitofatomboysoIneverhadthe

timetobeinterestedinmakeup.

Ijustputonsomeredmaclipstickandmytight,

longreddresswithasmallslitattheback.It'sone

ofmyfavouritesgiventomebyPortia,oneofmy

bestfriendsonmybirthdaylastyear.She'snever

seenmeinitbeforesoshewouldbeveryhappy.I

greetMam'Masango,ourhelperwhostayswithus

butleavesonweekends.

Me:"Goodmorning,ma.Unjanikodwa(howare

you)?"

Mam'Masango:"Sawubonamntwanami.

Ngiyaphila,wenaunjani(Goodmorning,mychild.

I'mwellandyou)?"



Me:"Ngirightma(I'mfine,ma)."

LangacameoutofthemasterbedroomasIwas

grabbingbreakfastmademyMamMasangoas

usual.Hejusttookanapple.

Me:"Aren'tyoueatingbreakfasttoday?"

Langa:"IwishIcouldbabe,thankstothathot

sessionI'mslackingabittoday".

IwassoembarrassedIwasblushingwhilelooking

down.HowcanhesaysuchinfrontofMam'

Masango,though?

Me:"hayi(no)manLanga,howmanytimesmustI

tellyounotinfrontofMamFlora?"



Langa:"Sorry,babe.Anywayletmerun.Byebabe,

ByeMama."

Hekissedmeonmycheekandleft.

Mam'Flora:"Haibo(no)Ziyanda!Whywouldyou

embarrassMr.Langalikethat?He'syourhusband

andmanofthehousekodwa."

Me:"Sorrymama,kodwaitwasn'tmyintention.You

knowIliketoshowyourespect.Langaknowshe

cannotsaystufflikethatinyourpresence."

Mam'Masango:"haibo(no),don'tbesilly,Ziyanda.

Anyway,Iassumethingsaregettingbetterbetween

thetwoofyou?Whenareyougoingtotryagainfor

achild,mtwananami(mychild)?Yazi(youknow)

it'sbeenawhileandyou'renotgettingyounger."



Ihateitwhenpeopleaskmethatquestion,although

IknowMam'Masangomeanswell.Iconfideinher

abouteverything.

Me:"Ah,ma.Siyazamakodwa(Wetrybut)it'snot

happening.It'snotlikeIdenyLangaanybedroom

activities,butitsjustnothappening.Maybeit'sjust

meanttobe.ImeanIhavealreadyacceptedthat

maybewe'renotmeanttohavechildrenofour

own."

Mam'Masango:"Yebo,Ihearyou,mychild.Kodwa

puteverythinginGod'shands.OnlyHeknows.You

willbeblessedwithachildofyourownsoon.Ihad

avision."

Mam'Masangoisaprophet.Sheseesthings,

mostlyshecanpredictthingsbeforetheyhappen.

Shehaspredictedalotofthingsinmylife:when



Langahadanaccidentandwasshotbyhijackersa

yearago,whenThandolostherdaughterdueto

beingpoisonedandwhenIhadmymiscarriage.I

guessthat'soneofthereasonswhyIfeelsoclose

toher.She'sachurchladyandI'maprayerwarrior.

ItrybyallmeanstomakeittochurchasmuchasI

can,butshenevermisseschurch-ever.

Me:"Haibo(no)ma.Pleasedon'tgetmetooexcited.

Idon'twanttogetmyhopesupandLangaalso

stoppedaskingaboutthewholebabything.

Besides,Iammakingprogressandstoppedtaking

antidepressants.Idon'twannagobacktothat

phase."

Mam'Masango:"Trustme,Mntwanawami(my

child).Youknowmyvisionsareneverwrong.

Anyway,gotoworkbeforeyougetfired.Youknow

you'regettinganewbossnamhlanje(today)."

Ohyes,Inearlyforgotaboutthat.Myoldbossgot



firedfromthecompanybecausehewas

embezzlingmoney.Weallknowwe'regettinganew

bosstoday,butwehavenoideawhoitis.Ijust

hopeandpraythathe'swaybetterthanMr.

Mahlangu.Hewassuchanasshole,forevertouchy

andhadanendlesslistofsexualharrassment

accusationsfrommyfellowemployees.Oh,yes.

InevertoldyouwhatIdoforaliving.Well,I'man

architectatoneofthebiggestconstruction

companiesinSouthAfrica,BrennerConstructions,

ownedbyMr.WillemBrenner,oneofSouthAfrica's

mostsuccessfulBillionaires.

Ididn'twanttoworkforoneofLanga'scompanies,I

wantedtohavemyownsuccessandnotonlybe

knownashiswife.

IsaidgoodbyetoMam'Masangoandonmyway

drivingtowork,Icouldn'thelpbutwonderwhatshe

meantbyhervision?ImadeamentalnotethatI



neededtoaskheraboutitafterwork.

AsIwasenteringmyworkplacegettingreadyto

park,Inoticeeverythingischanged.Thewhole

buildinghadnewpaint,differentcolourseven.What

surprisedmewasthenameonthebuilding.

PZConstructions.I'msoconfused,perhapsItook

aturnatthewrongstreet.Idecidetoaskoneofthe

securityguardsbeforeIentered.IseeNtatePhiriis

standingatthegatereadytocheckmyaccesscard.

He'sbeenworkingforBrennerforover20years.I

alwaysaskhimwhenhewillretireandhekeeps

sayingassoonashefindsawife.

He's45,nochildrenandnowife.Ineverbothered

toaskwhybecauseitjustseemedlikeasensitive

issuewhenhespokeaboutit.Hegetstearyeyed

wheneverwespeakofchildrensoIdon'tbotherhim

aboutit.



Me:"ThobelaNtatePhiri.Lekaena?(Goodmorning,

Mr.Phiri.Howareyou?)"

NtatePhiri:"RegonanalekaeMmeNqcobo?(I'm

wellthankshowareyou,Mrs.Nqcobo?)"

Me:"aowa,regona.Godiragalaengfa?Kebona

lebitsolaBrennerletlogilemobuilding.Afakemo

plekengeright?(I'mwell.What'shappeninghere?I

seeBrennner'snameisoffthebuilding.AmIatthe

rightplace,though?)"

NtatePhiri:(lettingoutaslightlaugh)"ee,gonao

motengmma.KekwelebareBrennerorekisitse

company.Renalebossoemphya.Kenoleboga

Modimogoregarerekisalerena(Yes,you'remost

definitelyattherightplace.IheardBrennersold

thecompany.Wehaveanewboss.Ijustthank

Godhedidn'tsellustoo)".



Heletsoutanotherslightlaugh.

Iwaspuzzledsincenoonewastoldaboutthis.I

mean,I'moneoftheheadarchitectshereandI

didn'tevengetaheadsup.IassumedevenPorsche

(Portia)wouldknowaboutthis,butsheneversaid

anythingatallthisweekend.Ifsheknewnothing

thenitmeantnobodyknowsanything.Porscheis

thego-to-girlforallnews.

Me:"aowa,agonabothataNtate.Ereketseneketla

gofaupdategeketlogelagae.(Alright,noproblem,

sir.Letmegoin,I'llgiveyouanupdatebeforeIgo

home.)"

NtatePhiri:"aowa,skaitshwenyangwanake,Bosso

enchaererodirabraaigafetsadimorningbriefing.

Rokwabosekaona.(No,don'tbotheryourself

aboutthat,mychild.Thenewbossishostinga



braaiforallofusafterthemorningbriefing.We're

goingtohaveagoodtimewiththisone.)Icanfeel

itinmybones."

Okay,nowIwasevenmorepuzzledaboutthisnew

boss.First,hebuysthebusinesswithoutlettingus

allknow,changesthenameandbuildingallinone

weekendandnowhe'shostingabraaiforallofhis

employeesonthefirstday?Talkaboutapeople

pleaserIthoughttomyself.

Me:"golokilegeh.Ereketsenaretlabuantante(No

problemthen.Letmego,we'lltalk,sir.)"

NtatePhiri:"Gantlengwanake(Gowell,mychild)."

IdroveinandIseeeventheparkinghaschanged.

Weallhaveourpersonalparkingspaceandmineis

alwaysnexttoPorsche.Ievenseeourparking

nametagshavebeenupgraded.Hmm,thisnew



bossisreallygoingouttoimpressus.

Igoupwiththelifttothe7thfloorwhereIwork.

PorschealsohappenstobemyPAandreportsto

thebossaswellsinceIworkedcloselywithMr.

Brenner,especiallyafterhefiredMr.Mahlangu.I

justhopeeverythingworksoutreallywellandthatI

don'tgetassignedanewteam.Whatifthisnew

bosshatesmeandmakesallunnecessarychanges?

YouthinktoomuchZee.Youjustgotoffyourmeds

withyourtherapist'sapprovalamonthago.Don't

overthinkandgiveyourselfasetback,Ithinkto

myself.

Itakeadeepbreathandgetoutofthelift.I'mmet

bybrandnewcoloursandPorsche'sdeskalso

looksbrandnew.Iseethenameacrossherdeskas

well;PZConstructions.WhothehellisthisPZ?

Porsche:"HaiboZee!Youfinallydecidedtowear

thatdressIboughtyouontheverysamedaywe



getanewboss?Hehe,whydoIgetafeelingyou

arehidingsomethingfromme?Imeanyou'reone

oftheheadarchitectssothere'snowayyoudon't

knowwhothisMr.PZis."

Ai,Porsche.Shealwayshassomethingtosay.

Me:"aowa(no)manZee.Tlogela(stopthis)

nonsense.WhywouldIknowwhoheis?I'mjustas

cluelessasyouarenjena."

Porsche:"Ahchomimara(ah,butfriend).Phelale

wenaoMrs.Secrets.Ijusthopehe'syummyashis

namesoundsandIreallyhopethePstandsfor

"Pipi"(Penis)."SheletsoutahystericallaughandI

can'thelpbutlaughtoo.

Me:"Porsche,stopitman.You'remarriedhao."



Porsche:"aowamanRobertwatsebagoreamehlo

ayageziwamos(No,manRobertknowsthatyou

needtocleanseyoureyesonceinawhile).(Shelets

outanotherhystericallaugh)Somethingmustbe

fishyaboutthisnewPipiboss,Imeanmydesk

mganihasbeenre-arrangedandheputmy

favouritecolouredpensandpencilsonit.What's

evenweirderisthatIfoundsunflowersandjelly

babiesonmydeskandyouknowthosearemy

favourites."

Me:"Perhapsyouhaveasecretadmirer.Imean

everyonehereknowswhatyoulikeandmost

certainlywhatyoudon'tlike."

Porsche:"Maybeyou'reright.Letmegiveyouthe

benefitofthedoubt."

Justasweweretalking,Nozicamefromthe

boardroom'sdirectionandaskedthateveryone

makeittotheboardroom.Surprisinglyallmajor



staffmembersfromallfloorswerethere.JustasI

wasabouttoenter,IreceivedatextfromLanga"Hi,

babe.Enjoyyourday.YouarelovedMrs.N."AsI

wasabouttoputmyphonebackintomybag,Ihear

avoice.Itsoundssofamiliar.

Voice:"Goodmorningtoallofyou..."

Porsche:(whisperinginmyear)"Oh,mygosh,Zee!

Bonakemang!(Lookwhoitis)"

AsIlookupoureyesmeet.Ican'tbelieveit!What's

hedoinghereafteralltheseyears?!Itcan'tbe!

ChapterTwo

Aspeoplewereleavingtheboardroomafterthenew

bossaddressedus,theyweremakingtheirwayto

thegardenforthebraai.Hesaidnoworktoday.I'm

stillinshock,asI'mliterallyshakingbuttryingso

hardnottoshowit.Ifeelmyheartatthepitofmy



stomachandIfeellikewordsareabouttofailme.

Porschehasbeentalking,butIcouldn'tevenhear

whatshewassaying.ItisalmostasifIhadzoned

out.

Porsche:"Hello!EarthtoZiyanda!"

Me;"Sorry,Porsche,neorengna(whatwereyou

saying)?"

Porsche:"Kengokareobonespokona(Whydoesit

seemlikeyou'vejustseenaghost)?I'vebeen

talkingtoyohforthewhole20minutes.Canyou

Philaisback?ImeanIwouldalsobeshockedifmy

highschoolsweetheartwhovanishedintothinair

camebackyearslaterandbecamemynewboss."

Me:"ai,Portiamanlewenaobjangna(whyareyou

likethisattimes)?Let'sgobeforehecomes

towardsus."



AsIwastryingtosqueezethroughthepeople

leaving,Isawhimcomingtowardsus.

Porsche:"Toolate,chomi(friend)."

Phila:"Ladies.Whatapleasantsurprisetoseeyou

again.It'sbeenwhat?10years?"

Porsche:"ah,Philalewenaorataboclever(youlike

beingcleversometimes).Iwouldn'tbesurprisedif

youboughtthiscompanyonpurposebecase

Ziyandaworksherenow.Kengokareyou'vebeen

stalkingusbjana(haveyoubeenstalkingus)?"

Phila:(laughing)"aowa(no)Porsche,whywouldIdo

that?I'mamanofmanytalents.Didyoulikethe

flowersandthesweets?StillyourfavouriteI

presume?"



Porsche:"Hehe!(Clapping)kammao(onaserious

note)!Youstillevenremembermynickname.Aowa,

Ilovedthem.KealebogahlePhila(thankyouso

much,Phila).Iseesomethingsneverchange.Le

gonaIseeyourringfingerisnaked.Gaonamosadi

na(Don'tyouhaveawife)?"

Phila:"ah,Porsche,waitse(youknow)man.Zeehas

alwaysbeenmywoman.I'vebeensayinggoreone

dayI'mgoingtomarryher."

HekepttalkingtoPorschewithouthiseyesleaving

mine.IkeptlookingdownIevenfeltlikeIwasabout

tofaint.Ifeltmyforeheadwasabitsweaty.I

couldn'tseestraightandmyvisionwasabouttobe

blurry.

Imissedastepandrighttherehecaughtme.His

touchmademefeelthisweirdfeelingIhavenever



feltbefore,notevenwithLanga.Itfeltso

electrifying,Ifeltsomanyweirdfeelingsgoing

throughmybody.HiseyespiercedmineandIfelt

goosebumps.

Porsche:"aowaZeemankgantekengna(Zee,

what'swrongwithyou)?Owisakeng(Whatmade

youfall)?Wabona(yousee)Philatheeffectyou

haveonmyfriendesaleteng(isstillthere)?

Besides,you'realreadylatenow.Zeeismarried.Six

yearsnowsinceyoufailedtoshootyourshot."

Me:"Porschemanlewena.I'mfineIjustfeltabit

dizzy.I'mokaynow."

Phila:"P,doyoumindgivingyourgorgeousfriend

andIamomentofprivacyplease?"

Porsche:"hehe,P-man.SkareIneverwarnedyou

(Don'tsayIneverwarnesyou).Langakesegafisa



monnashem(Lungaisacrazymanshame).But

onlybecauseyouholdasoftspotinmyheartIwill

leave.Chomi,retlabualater(Friend,we'lltalklater).

WenaPhila,(staringhimintheeyeandpointingher

fingerathim)don'ttrytokidnapmyfriend."

Shewalkedout.Iwasstillfeelingsohotnot

knowingwhattodo.

Phila:"You'restillasbeautifulaseverYaya."

PhilausedtocallmeYayawhenwewereinhigh

school.Hewasfiveyearsolderthanmeandwe

starteddatingwhenIwasinGrade8.FunnyIknow,

hewasinmatricandafterfouryearsofdatinghe

justdisappearedwithoutatracewhenIfinushed

matric.Iwasheartbroken.Weneverevenslept

togethersinceLangawasmyfirst,butwhatwehad

wasamazing.



ThatwastheclosestthingtolovethatIhaveever

known.HebrokemyheartandIhaveneverbeen

thesamesince.IhadamentalbreakdownandI

wasforcedtomarryLangawhenIwasjust19,

whichisastoryforanotherday.

Me:"Whatdoyouthinkyou'redoing,Phila?"

Phila:"Whatdoyoumean,Yaya?"

Me:"Don'tactstupid.Youdisappearedforseven

yearsandnowyouwanttoactlikenothing

happened?Youjustpitchupoutofnowhereand

suddenlyyou'remyboss?!"

Iwasfuming.Ididn'tevenrealizeIwasraisingmy

voice.

Phila:"Pleasecalmdown,Yaya,I'mbeggingyou.I'm

sorryforwhatIdidbelievemeitwasnevermy

intention.IdidwhatIhadtodo,onedayyouwill



understand.Look,letmetakeyououtforlunch

afterworkandwecantalkabouteverything."

HeputhishandonmyfaceandIdidn'tevenrealize

Ihadtearsinmyeyes.ThelasttimeIfeltthismuch

painwaswhenIhadtomarryLanga.Ihadjust

receivedaletterfromPhilatellingmehe'ssorryand

howhewishedhewastheonemarryingme.I

couldn'tevenspeak.Itookadeepbreathandwiped

mytearsoffmyface.

Me:"Ineedsomeair.Pleaseexcuseme."Istormed

outoftheboardroomandrantowardsthebathroom.

Porsche:"Chomidintshangbjanong(Friend,what's

wrongnow?)"

Ididn'tevenwanttotalktoanyone.

IwassobbinginthetoiletwhenIsawthedooropen.

IknewitwasPorsche.Sheknowsmetoowell.



Porsche:"Aowachomikgantewhathappened?Ijust

sawyourunpastme.Philaevenlookedsadareke

tlogochecka(Philaevenlookedsadandaskedme

tocomecheckonyou).Skallahle(Pleasedon'tcry)

.Whatdidthatidiotdo?Ketlomotrapawaitse(I'm

goingtobeathimuo,youknow)."

Me:"Aowa(no)Porsche.Howcouldhedothisto

me?Howcouldhejustrockupaftersevenyears

likenothingeverhappened?Hebrokemyheart,P.

Bona(look)nowallthatpainiscomingbackand

mylifewasjustfinewithouthim."

Porsche:"Webothknowyourlifeisn'tfine,myfriend.

YouandLangahappenedasamatterof

convenienceman.Youknowyoudon'tloveLanga.I

meanyoudidwhatyouhadtodoandlikehesaid,

hedidwhathehadtodo."



Me:"Hesaysweshouldgooutforlunchtodayso

thathecanexplaineverything."

Porsche:"so?Wenaoreng?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,P.Imeanit'sbeenyears."

Porsche:"HaimanZeeskamboraasseblief.Idon't

wanttoseeyoucyingallweekandgoingbackto

livingonpills.Webothknowdeepdownyouwanna

go.Hearhimout.Youreallyhavenothingtolose

akere?Besides,youneversaynotofreefood."

Me:"Iguessyou'reright."

Porsche:"Now,let'sgobeforebafetsadijo(let'sngo

backbeforetheyfinishallthefood).YouknowI

lovemeat.Plus,Isawsomegoodwineonthe

tables.Areyeroutlwamonate,otlallamorago



(Let'sgohavesomefun.You'llcryafterwards)."

Iwalkedoutfixingmyfaceandhuggedher

laughing.Shealwaysknowswhattosaytomake

mefeelbetter.

Me;"Thankssomuch,Porsche.Kaoratachomi(I

loveyou,friend)".

Porsche:"Lennakaoratachomi(Iloveyoutoo)you

knowmos."Wewalkedoutandmadeourwaytothe

Garden.Thereweretablesfullofallkindsofmeat

andcheese,snacksandsomegoodoldwine.We

evenhadabarwithbarmenmakingdifferent

cocktailsforus.IoptedforaMojitoandPorsche

decidedonsomeredwine.

Porsche:"Yoh,Zee!Moroutlwamonatemfanaka

(Wow,Zee!We'resogoingtohaveagoodtimefrom

nowon).Mr.Brennernealeuptightlekgoalela(Mr.



Brennerwasveryuptight,thatwhiteman).

Hedidn'tevenhostafarewellpartynyanaforus.

CheapskateyaleBillionnairesalewaebonakae

wena?BonanourejabodiCamembertandblue

cheesewithChardonnay.Robbieotlantshwarela

koyagaeketagilweshem(Robbiewillhaveto

forgivemebecauseI'mgoingtogethomereally

drunk)."

Webothlaughedandlistenedtosomemusic.I

mustsayMr.Brennerwasabutuptight.Henever

madeanychit-chatoraskedaboutyourlife.Isaw

Philaeyeingmewhiletalkingtosomeofour

colleaguesandIjustblatantlyignoredhim.Perhaps

thisnewchapterisexactlywhatweneed.Onlytime

willtell.

Phila

AsIwastalkingtosomeshareholdersand



colleaguesandlistenedtotheirboring

conversationswhilepretendingtobeinterested,I

keptstealingglancesatZiyanda.Damn,thiswoman

isevenmorebeautifulthanthelasttimeIsawher.

Imean,I'vebeenstalkingherpicturesandshe

lookswaybetterinreallife.Herbodyisevenway

moregorgeous;thosecurvesandbeautiful,perky

breasts.Shehasalwaysbeenonthefullersideand

Ireallydonotmind.Ilovedherandstillloveherjust

thewaysheis.

Seeinghercrymademyheartbreakintoa

thousandpieces,I'veseenhercrysomanytimes

andIvowtonevermakehercryagain.Thatringon

herfingermeansnothingtome.Iplanonwinning

herbacknowfullforceandthere'snothingstopping

me.

Thatcheatingassholehusbandofherswillbea

thingofthepast,Ijusthavetoplaymycardsright.



HowdoIevenbegintotellherthatherveryown

parentsarethereasonforthismess?

ChapterThree

Ziyanda

Wewerehavingsomuchfun,well,Porschewas

havingfunforthebothofus.Amillionthoughts

keptgoingthroughmymind.Ifeltveryuneasy

becausePhilakeptstealingglancesatmeand

smiling.Thecocktailswerenowsinkingin.Iwason

mythird,Ididn'twanttooverdoitsinceIwillhave

todriveandprobablyhaveanotherdrinktoavoid

cryinglateronduringmylunchwithPhila.Yes,I

havedecidedtogohearhimout.

Porsche:"Mgani(friend),yaziwe'regonnaenjoy

workingwithournewbossPipi(Penis)".Shewas

laughinghystericallyandIcouldn'thelpbutlaugh

aswell.Porschealwayshadsomethingfunnyto



say.

Ziyanda:"Haichomi(nofriend)man.You'llgetusin

trouble.Skamobitsabjaolewena(Don'tcallhim

that).Whatifsomeoneoverhears?"

Porsche:"Skawarawenaman(Don'tworry).O

stressathata(Youstresstoomuch).Iwilljustcall

himBossPandpeoplewillthinkit'sshortforPhila

butyouandIwillknowitsshortforPipiakere."

Webothlaughed.Imustadmit.Iwasinstitches.

Porschecanreallymakeyourdayandnoonehates

her.

Porsche:"Heyspeakingofwhich,sinceyounever

gottotastehispipivele,aren'tyouthinkingof

tastinguMageba?"



Ziyanda:"HaiPorscheman.Stoptalkinglikethat.

I'mmarriedyouthatandnaweyou'remarriedtoo."

Porsche:"So?There'snoharminimagining.Imean

lookatitpokingthroughhissuit.HisMandingo

screamingatyousaying"comeeatmeYaya,Idare

you".ShewaslaughingsomuchIjustcouldn'thelp

buttojoin.

Ziyanda:"Wabona,Porsche(Yousee,Porsche).

Stopitman.Besides,youknowverywellI'venever

putapenisintomymouth."

Shelaughedevenharder.Luckilymusicwas

playingandmostpeopleevenstuckupNoziwasa

bittipsy,sonobodyevenbotheredtostare.Notthat

Porschewouldcareanyway.Porschewasso

shockedshejustcouldn'tstoplaughing.Shewas

literallyintears.



Porsche:"AowaZee(No,Zee).Kganteyouwere

serious?NnaIhonestlythoughtyouwerejoking.So

youmeantotellmeLittleLanganevergoesdown

onyou?"

Me:"No".Isaidthatwithalittlebitof

embarrassment,mostlybecauseIkindoftoldher

thatLungaisn'tverybigdownthere.NotthatI

wouldknowbecauseI'veonlysleptwithhiminmy

entirelife.

HispenisisallIknow.Idon'tevenknowIfelt

embarrassedsomuchreallybecausethathas

neverbeenthenormforme.Ialwaysthoughtonly

pornstartsandfreakypeoplelikePorschedosuch

things,Imeanherhusbandiswhiteandtheperfect

equivalenttoChristianGrey.Theyevenhavea

secretplayroomwheretheydothingstoeachother

whenthekidsaren'thome.

Porsche:(shocked)"AowaZee(No,Zee).Lungake



wasteyaMonnawaitse(Lungaissuchawasteofa

man,youknow).He'stoohottobesuchaborein

bed.ImustaskRobtogivehimsometips."

WiththatsaidIjustchangedthetopic.Iwasfeeling

abituncomfortablethatwewerediscussingmy

dullsexlifeataworkfunctionandplusshewas

gettingalittletootipsyformyliking.Idecidedthat

wehadbothhadenoughtodrinkforthedayandI

beggedPorschetodrinksomewatersothatshe

canbeabletodrivehome.Justasweweregetting

bottlesofstillwaterfromthebar,Philacame

towardsus.

Me:(mumblingtomyself)"Oh,nkosiyami(Oh,my

God)."Ijuststartedfeelinguneasyandtrembling

again.Ididn'tknowablastfromthepastcouldhave

suchaneffectonaperson.Hiscolognehitmy

nostrilsfromamileaway.Damn,Ihadeven

forgottenhowhotPhilaactuallyis.



Tall,darkandmostdefinitelyhandsome.Hehasall

thefeaturesyouwouldlookforinaman.Onething

aboutPhilawasthathedressesreallywelland

takesgroomingsuperseriously.Soseriousthathe

getspampersessionsatthespaeveryweekorso.

Heusedtodothatwhenweweredating.

Iwasneveragirlygirl,untilhecamealongand

introducedmetosuchthingsandnowIcannotget

enoughofspatreatments."Yourskinisyourbest

assetinlife,soyoualwaysgottalookthepart"he

alwaysusedtosay.

Phila:"Ladiesmantombazana.Nigrand(Areyou

good)?"

Porsche:"Ah,Philahowcanreskabagrandole

bossoedeseso(Oh,Phila,howcanwenotbegpod

whenyou'resuchanawesomeboss)?Ifyoukeep

upthegoodworkImightneverretire."



Helaughedwhilelookingatme.Healwayshadthis

manly,contagiouslaughthatwouldjusthypnotize

you.Itwasunforgettable.

Phila:"Ai,Porsche,somethingsneverchangeakere

(right).Anyway,sinceitsalmostknockofftime,I

wantedtoaskyouZeeifwecoulddrivetolunch

togetherinmycar?IpromiseI'llbringyouback."

Withafriendlysmirkonhisfacehekeptastraight

facewithouttakinghisgazeoffme.

Porsche:"Ah,wabonabjanong(Youseenow).

Lungaotlogotrapawena(Lungaisgoingtobeat

youup).Otloswaosoetsedimillionsfromthis

companykaojwetsa(You'lldiebeforeyoureapthe

millionsfromthiscompany,I'mtellingyou)."

Phila:(laughing)"Aowaman(No,man).Skampotsa

kadibhariplease(Don'ttellmeaboutidiots,



please)."

Me:(slightlyannoyedatthefactthathejustcalled

myhusbandanidiot)"Pleasedon'tcallpeopleyou

don'tknowidiots.Andbesides,it'syourfirstdayas

thebossandIdon'twantpeopletogetthewrong

impression.I'mamarriedwomanafterall."

Phila:"Ididn'tmeantooffendyouYaya.Andwho

saidIdon'tknowLunga?Itoldyou,I'mamanof

manytalents.Anyway,IguessIwillmeetyouthere.

I'llsmsyouthedetails.Ciao,ladies."

Porsche:"Ah,Zeechomimanlewenaoratagoba

serious(Oh,Zeefriendman,youlikebeingtoo

serious).Bonanowofetsagobahecticbjang(Look

howhecticthatwasjustnow).Relaxernyanaman

(Relaxabit,man)."

IwasabitannoyedandallmyangertowardsPhila



camebacknje.Weheadedtotheparkinglotand

saidourgoodbyes.ThankgoodnessPorsche

soberedupotherwiseIwouldhavehadtodriveher

home.

AsIsatbehindthesteeringwheel,contemplating

whatI'mabouttodo.Ijustcouldn'thelpbutfeel

guilty.Ihavenoideawhynje,butthefeelingjust

creptuponmelikeIhadmurderedsomeone.

Idon'tknowwhybecauseLungawon'tevenbother

tocallorcheckuponme.Allhedoesissendmean

smseverymorningassoonasIarriveatwork.One

wouldswearit'sprobablyanautomatedsms

becausehealwayssendethemessageat8o'clock

exactlyinthemorning.MyphonebeepedandI

checkedit.

Ansmscamethroughfromanunknownnumber.

"Let'smeetatCuppaccino'sinMenlyn.PS:Inever

forgotyourfavouriterestaurant.P.Iknewright



thereandthenitwasPhila.Thisseemsabitfreaky.

Hedidsayhewasamanofmanytalents.

DeepdownIcouldn'thelpbutsmile,yetIhada

weirdfeelingabouthim.Somethingabouthisaura

justdoesn'tseemquiteright,whichmakesmeask

myself:Howonearthdidhegetmynumber?

ChapterFour

IdrovetowardsMenlynParkinglevelG5.Itseems

quitepackedforaworkday,butthenMenlynis

alwayspacked.Atleasthechoseaplacenotvery

farfromhome.Menlynisn'tthatfarfromEquestria.

IfIhadknownIwasgoingtobesomewhereafter

workIwasgoingtobringsomeflatshoeswithme.

I'mstillinmyheelsandyouknowverywellheels

andalcoholdon'tmix.Iamabittiredand

overwhelmedandallIwanttodoistakealongbath

andsleepwhenIgethome.Iwalktowardsthe



entranceofCuppaccino'sandasIwasaboutto

enteroneofthewaiterswalkrightuptome.

Waiter:"Goodafternoon,ma'am.Yourdateis

awaitingyourarrival.MayItakeyouthrough?"

Me:"Alright,thatwouldbelovelythankyou."

AswewerewalkingthroughtherestaurantInoticed

itwasn'tthatpacked.ThesidewherePhilawas

sittingwasempty.Oh,gosh,didthismanbooka

wholesectionoftherestaurant?WhatisPhila

playingat?

AsIapproachedthetable,Philagotuptopullmy

chairforme.Iwasinawe.Lunganeverdoesthat

formewheneverwegoouttoeat.Notthatit'sever

aromanticgesture,wealwayseatoutwhenit'sa

workfunction.Ican'treallymissanyofthosestupid

functionsbecauseI'mthemillionaire'swife.I



blushedabit,Iguessit'sanautomaticresponseto

romanticgestures.

Phila:"I'msogladyoucouldmakeit,Yaya.Gosh,

youlooksobeautiful.Oh,IorderedaMojitoforyou

forstarters.Iknowit'syourfavourite."Hegaveme

asmile.Thismanhastheperfectsmilewithperfect,

sparklyteeth.

Me:"uhm,thankyou.Iseeyouneverforget.Didyou

bookthiswholesection?"

Phila:(faintlaugh)"Yes,Ithoughtofbookingthe

wholerestaurantforyou,butknowingyouyouwere

probablygoingtorunawayifIdid.Iknowyouhate

attention."

Me:(blushing)"Youreallydidn'thaveto,Phila

really."



Waiter:"MayItakeyourorders?"

Phila:"MayIpleasehavetheNachospecialwitha

greeksalad,please?"

Me:"I'llhavethepastaAlfredo,withlinguiniand

extracheeseplease.Thankyou"

Phila:"YoustillloveAlfredo.IguessIdidn'tmake

thewrongmovebychoosingyourfavourite

restaurantafteralltheseyears."

Me:"Canwecutthesmalltalkandgettothepoint

please,Nkosenye.WhyamIreallyhere?Whydid

youcomeback?"

Phila:"Yoh(Wow),youhaven'tchangedabit.Iknow

whenyoucallmebymysecondnameyoumean

business."



Me:"Ifyou'renotgoingtoanswermyquestionsthen

I'mleaving."Iattemptedtogetupandheheldmy

hand.

Phila:"Okay,BonaZee(Okay,lookZee).I'msorry.

Pleasedon'tgo.Iwillexplaineverythingtoyou."I

satbackdownandtookasipofmydrink.Iwas

gettingsofrustrated.Thismanwoo'smeafterall

theseyearsandI'mamarriedwomanforcryingout

loud."Okay,IthinkwhatyouwanttoknowiswhyI

left.Iwillexplaineverything."

Me:"well,don'tkeepmewaiting.Timeisrunningout

phela.Ihaveamanwaitingformeathome."

Phila:(deepsigh)"Zee,IleftbecauseIhadtookay.I

didn'thaveachoice.Doyourememberwehadto

meetuponthelastdayofyourmatricexams?You

weresoexcitedandIhadtoldyouIhadasurprise



foryou?"Inoddedinfrustration."Well,thatday,I

hadhadplannedtoproposetoyou,Yaya."

Me:(shocked)"whatdoyoumeanPhila?Idon't

understand."

Phila:"RememberfewweekspriortothatIhadbeen

askingyouifweweretogetmarried,whatkindof

ringwouldyoulikemetogetyou?Andyousaid..."

Me:(interruptinghim)"Anythingwithachampagne

diamond."Isaidthiswithtearsthreateningmyeyes.

Allthiswhileheneverlethiseyesoffme.Icouldn't

understandwhyPhilawastorturingmelikethis.

Phila:"IhadaskeduGog'Khanyiforyourhandin

marriage.Shesaidshewouldspeaktoyourparents

andmakethemagichappen.Icouldn'tspeakto

yourParentsYaya,becausewebothknowverywell

theyneverlikedme.ImeanIwasn'texactlyfroma



richfamilylikeyou.IhadameetingwithGogothat

day.Shewassupposedtoletmeknowwhatyour

parentssaidaboutthewholethingsothatIcould

finalizethelobola.IhadalreadysavedupR10000.

Itwasn'tmuch,ImeanIknewyoudeservedthebest,

butIhadpromisedmyselfthatIwouldgiveyouthe

bestonceIgraduated.Anyway,IwalkedintoGogo's

house,butshewasn'talone.Iheardvoicesinthe

livingroomanditseemedlikeshewashavingan

argumentbecauseIheardlotsofvoices,soI

decidedtoeasedropfromthekitchen.Ioverheard

hertellingyourparentsaboutourplansandthat

therewasnothingtheycoulddoaboutit.Shesaid

thatIwasyourchosenoneYayaandthatifthey

interferedshewouldtellyoutheirbigsecret.

ThatwaswhenIheardyourmomsayingyouwere

alreadypromisedtoLungaandthatshewastrying

todestroytheirwholeplan.Yourdadagreedwith

yourmomandjustwhenIwantedtohearmoreI



accidentallydroppedamugandtheyheardme.

Theycamerushingtothekitchenandtheywereall

shockedtoseemeandmusthavegatheredthatI

heardeverything.

YourmomsaidIwasaliabilityandthatshecouldn't

letmeleaveGogo'shouseinonepiece.Shetriedto

grabme,butGogoshoutedatmetorun.Iranas

fastasIcouldYaya,Imeanyouknowverywellthat

Iamnotacoward.Ifacethingslikeaman,butI

fearedforyourlifeandIcouldn'tletthemkillmeso

IranasfastasIcould.

Icouldn'tevengotomyhousebecausethat'sthe

firstplacetheywouldcomelookingsoIwentto

hideatSbu'shouse.ItriedcallingyouthatdayandI

knowyouwerebusywithexamsbutItriedmyluck.

Youobviouslyweren'tansweringandrightthen

Gogofoundme.ShetoldmeIhadtodisappearfast.

Mylifewasindangerasyourparentshadalready



paidpeopletocomeandkillme.Shegavemesome

moneyandIhadtodisappear.Imadeanoathto

GogothatIwoulddisappearandIwouldcomeback

onlywhenthingshaddieddown.WhichiswhyI

askedhertogiveyouthatletteronyourwedding

day.Itbrokemyhearttoleaveyou,Zeebaby,butI

hadto.YouhavenoideahowIneverrecoveredtil

today.

IcalledGogoafewweeksagoandItoldherthatI

cannottakeitanymore.Thefactthatyouweresold

toanothermanwhileIwasalivesickensme.Ihad

tocomebackYaya,Icamebackforyou.Icame

backforwhat'smineandI'mnotleavingever

again."

Hesaidthatwithtearsrunningdownhischeeks.

ThelasttimeIsawhimcrywaswhenhisfather

waskilled.AllthiswhileIwastryingsohardtocry

buttearswerestreamingdownmyface.Ijust

couldn'tbelievewhatIwashearing.



Phila:"SaysomethingYaya,please."

Me:"So,Gogoknewallalongwhereyouwereand

nevertoldme?"

Phila:"Itwasforyourowngood,Zee.Wehadto

keepitasecretotherwisetheyweregoingtokillme.

LordknowshowmanycountriesI'vehadtoskip

untilImadesurethatmynamewasahousehold

name.Nowyourparentscan'ttouchmdikeandthey

knowthatverywell.ThatiswhyIcameback."

Me:"This..Thissecretyouoverheard.Whatisit?

Whatissobadthatmyownparentswantedtohave

youkilled?"

Phila:"Ican'ttellyou?"



Me:(raisingmyvoice)"Don'tfuckwithme,

Nkosenye!Don'tyoudarefuckwithme!Youcame

backandnowyou'retellingmehalfstories!My

wholemarriageisbasedonalieandyourefuseto

tellmeeverything?!"

IjustfeltlikeIhadbeenbetrayed,byPhila,Gogo,

myownfamily.Everyone.Angerandresentment

creptupinthepitofmystomachandIwasstarting

toshake.Icouldfeelmybloodpressurerising

whichcausedmetostartsweating.

Phila:"Ican'ttellyoubabe.I'msorry.Gogosaidshe

wouldtellyouherselfwhenthetimecame.You

shouldgiveheracall.She'sexpectingit."

IcannotbelievejusthowcalmPhilaisrightnow.Is

hehearinghimself?!

Me:"Thisisjustawasteoftime!I'mleaving!"



Igotupandgrabbedmybagfromthetable.AsI

wasabouttoleavehegrabbedmyarm.

Phila:"Wait,there'ssomethingyoushouldknow.

Yourhusbandisntwhoyouthinkheis.He'skeeping

secretsfromyou,Yaya.Secretsthatwilldestroy

yourmarriage."

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout,Phila?Didyou

comeheretoruinmylife?!"

Phila:"Iwouldneverdothattoyou,Zee.Whenyou

gethome,askhimwhoisNkosiyabo."

Iwassoastonished.Isthisguybeingforrealright

now?

Me:"WhatthefuckiswrongwithyouNkosenye?!



Areyoutryingtobefunny?Thatwasthenamewe

weregoingtogiveourfirstbornson."

Phila:"Hurtingyouwasneverandwillneverbemy

intention,Yaya.Justaskhimthatonequestionand

hisreactionwillgiveyoutheanswer."

Me:"I'mnotgoingtolistentoanyshitanyfurther."

WiththatsaidIjuststormedoutoftherefeelingso

enraged,confusedanddamnrightupset.Philajust

comesbackoutofnowheranddumpssomuch

baggageonme?!HowthefuckwillIhandlethis?

I'mnotstrongenough.Ikeptwalkingwithtears

flowing.ThewayIwaswalkingsofastIevenforgot

Iwaswearingheels.AsIgottothepaypointIpaid

formyticketwithmyhandsshaking.Myfacewas

redandIdidn'tevennotice.Ifeltamigraine

creepinguponme.Iheadedtowardsmycar,



openedthedoorandsatinfrontofthestearing

wheelandIjustletitallout.Iwailedwithoutany

careintheworld.Isuddenlytobreathe.

Itriedtodosomebreathingexercises,butI

struggled.IheardabangonmywindowandwhenI

lookeditwasPhila.Thisdudeevenfollowedme

afteralltheshithedumpedonme?

Phila:"Openthedoor,Zeeplease."

Me:"Leavemealone,Phila."WiththatsaidIdrove

offinsomuchspeedIdon'teventhinkIrealizedI

wasspeeding.

ChapterFive

ImanagedtogethomeandIdon'tevenknowhow

becausemyeyeswereblindedbymytears.I

managedtowipemytearsoffmyfaceandcalm

down.Ilookedinmyrearviewmirroranditisso



obviousthatIhadbeingcrying.Myeyesarealmost

swollenshut.Perksofbeinglightneh.

MybriefandsurprisingconversationwithPhila

consumedmythoughtsthroughoutthewholedrive.

Imanagedtogetmyphoneoutofmybag.20

missedcallsand10textmessagesandnumerous

WhatsApptexts?!Eh,myphonewasonsilentthat's

probablywhy.Icheckthetimebeforeopeningmy

messages.

It's18:00I'msurprisedtofindLunga'scarparked.

He'shomeearlytoday,that'safirst.Iscrollthrough

myphoneandIseetwomissedcallsfromPorsche,

onefromGogo,mxmmustbeherconscience

talkingtoher,onefromLunga.

Itmustbeabouttoraincatsanddogsbecause

Lunganeverreallycallsme.Therestarefroman

unsavednumber.IreadthetextsandInoticethey

arefromthesameunsavednumber,Igatherthey



areallfromPhila."Zee,pleaseansweryourphone.

I'mworriedaboutyou."

"Itriedfollowingyoutoseeifyou'reokay,butyou

outdrovemewoman.Wheredidyoulearntodrive

likethat?"

"Pleasecallmewhenyougetthismessage,I

promiseit'sthelastone."

Mxm,Idon'tbotherreadingtherestandIdecidenot

torespond.IopenmyWhatsAppandIseefew

messagesfromPorsche"Zee,chomiansweryour

phonebathong.Philaisworriedsickaboutyouhe

saysyouwerecryinghysterically.""Ifyoudon't

respondwithinanhourI'mcomingtoyourhouse.

Keworriedhle."Iseeshe'sonlineandIdecideto

textherabriefmessage:"I'mfine.Talktomorrow.

Sorryforworryingyou."



Idecidetoputupabravefaceandfacemyso

calledlyinghusband.

IopenedthedoorandjustasIsteppedinI'mmet

byaveryunusualsceneIhaveneverseenbefore.

There'sfoodlaidoutonthetable,withcandlesand

champagne.Ievenseeabunchofredrosesonone

sideofthetable.Whatthefuckisthis?IsLunga

cheatingonmenow?Ishehavingacandlelight

dinnerwithhisbitch?

Hewalksoutofthekitchenwearinganapronwith

someflouronhisface.Iassumehewascooking.

He'sagoodcook,althoughhehasn'tcookedforme

inyears.Maybehe'stryingtopoisonme.

Lunga:(smilingbroadly)"Goodevening,mywife.

Welcomehome.I'vebeenawaitingyourarrival."

Hekissedmeonmycheek.Ilookathimwithso



muchshockwrittenonmyface.Who'sthismanin

frontofme?ThiscannotbemyLunga.

Lunga:"Oh,honey.Don'tlooksoshockedhaibo.

Can'tIspoilmywife?"

Me:"Lunga,whatisallthis?Areyouokay?Areyou

dying?Pleasedon'tdayyou'redying."

Lunga:(laughingamused)"ComeonZee.Iwantus

tocelebrate.Thisdinnerisalsotoshowyouhow

muchIappreciateyou.Iknowthingshaven'tbeen

thesamebetweenusforawhilenowandIwould

likeustochangeallthat.IreallyloveyouZiyanda

DikelediNqobo.Iwantustoputthepastbehindus

andcreateanewchapter."

Istaredathimandsomethinginhishazeleyestells

methere'ssomethingthat'snotright.Mygrandma

alwayssaidawoman'sfirstthoughtabout



somethingisusuallythecorrectone.SoIam

followingmygutfeeling.Perhapshereallyistrying

tochange.Ijustdon'tknow.There'sjustsomething

aboutthelookinhiseyesthatIcannotputmy

fingeron.

Lunga:"Sit,please.Dinnerisservedbyyour

gorgeoushusband."Hepulledmychairformeand

smiledashemadehiswaytokitchenI'massuming

togetthefood.

Hehe,Modimowamakatsashame(Godisfullof

miracles).Thetablesettingseemssoprofessional

withproper,redandgoldtablesets.Redismy

favouritecolourbythewayandI'msurprisedhe

remembersallthat.Hecamebackholdingtwo

smalldishes.

Lunga:"Hereisthestarter,mylady.Garlicglazed

prawns.Bon'Apetite."Hepouredussome

champagneandsatdown,whileholdinghisglass



upforatoastwhileIdothesame."Tonew

beginnings".

Me:"Uhm,tonewbeginnings."Wemakeatoastand

sip."So,youmindtellingmewhatthisisreally

about?"

Lunga:"Ipromiseyoubabe,I'mnotdying.Isecured

thedealtoday.We'regoingtomakebillionsfrom

thiscontractZeebaby.AndI'mtakingthischance

tofixthingsbetweenyouandI."

Me:"Congratulations,Lu.Imeanyouknowyou're

goodatwhatyoudo."

Lunga:"Thankyou,love.Soaboutus,whatdoyou

say?"

Me:"uhm,sure.Wecanfixthings.I'mjustnotsure



what'sbrokenthough."

Lunga:"Comeon,Ziyanda.IknowIhaven'tbeenthe

besthusbandever,Ijustwanttomakeitallupto

you.Let'sstartacleanslatestartingnow."

Me:(Isatthereandhadaflashbackofmy

conversationwithPhila)"Cleanslate,right?No

secretsright?"

Lunga:"I'manopenbook,ZeeandIknowforsure

you'reoneaswell.Iknowthere'snothingyoucan

hidefromme."

Thatstatementmademecringe.Hesoundssosure.

Whywouldhesaythat?

Me:"Whywouldyousaythat?Whatdoyoumean?"



Lunga:"Oh,uhm,Ijustmeanyou'remywifeZee.I

knowyou."Heletoutaslightlaugh."Comeon,lets

eatup.Ihavemoresurprisescomingup."Hepicks

uphisglassandtakesasipofhischampagne.

Me:"Speakingofacleanslate,whoisNkosiyabo?"

Hechokedonhischampagneanddropstheglass

onthetablecausingittospillnearlydroppingthe

glassonthefloor.

ChapterSix

Withthatsaid,I'mstilllookingathimhardlyblinking.

Itissaidthataperson'seyesholdthetruthand

rightthereandthenLungaprovedtomethatthere

ismoretothisNkosiyabothanmeetstheeye.He

can'tevenlookatmeashetriestodryoutthe

spilledchampagneonthetablecloth.

Me:"I'maskingagain,whoisNkosiyabo?"



Lunga:"Hao,baby.Ushokanjani(Whatdonyou

mean?Angithithatwasthenamewedecidedon

givingourfirstbornson?Whywouldyouaskme

that?Haveyoutakenyourmedstoday?"

Thislittlefuck.Suchalowblow.Isheinsinuating

thatI'mcrazy?

Me:"YouknowverywellI'vestoppedtaking

medicationforamonthnow."

Lunga:(lookingfullofregretrealizingthatstatement

justhurtmedeeply.)"I'msorry,Zee.Ididn'tmeanit

likethat."

Me:"OfcourseLunga.Younevermeanit"likethat".If

youbotheredtocomewithmetomytherapy

sessionsyouwouldknownottoever"meanitlike

that".



Lunga:"I'msorry.You'reright.I'mwillingtomakean

effort.Tellyouwhat,whydontyougochangeandI

willbringoutthemaincoursesolong?"

Me:"Don'tbother,I'vesuddenlylostmyappetite.I'm

tiredanyway.Goodnight."

Lunga:"Hao,Zee,Sthandwa(love),youhaven'teven

openedyourgiftyet."

Me:(whilewalkingaway)"I'llopenittomorrow.

You'renotdying,Right?"

Iwalkeduptothemasterbedroomandshutthe

doorbehindme.Iputmybagonmybedsideand

tookoffmyheels.Myfeetarekillingme,notto

mentionmyhead.Idecidetotakeaquickshower

beforegettingintobed.SomethingaboutLunga's

reactionwhenIaskedhimthatquestionconfirms

mysuspicions:heisindeedhidingsomethingfrom



me.IhavetogetPhilatotellmemoreabout

Nkosiyabo.Withallthosethoughtsponderingmy

headItooktwopainkillersandmanagedtodozeoff.

Lunga

Iwatchedhercarefullyasshemadeherwaytothe

bedroomandwaitedforhertoclosethedoor.Shit,I

nearlywetmypants.Wherethefuckdidthat

questioncomefromandsincewhendoesZee

questionme?Couldthatbitchbefeedingher

information?Idecidetocallher.

Lunga:"Yeywena.WhyisZeeaskingmequestions

allofasuddenaboutNkosi?

Woman:WhatareyouonaboutLu?HowshouldI

know?



Lunga:"Yeywena,sfebendini(Hey,youbitch).

Ungazongihlanyisawezwa(Don'tmakemego

crazy,youhearme)?IfIfindoutyouhadanything

todowiththis,Iwillwipeyouoffthefaceofthe

earthandeveryonewillforgetyoueverexisted,

siyazwana(areweclear)?"

Woman:"I'mseriousLubaby.Iwouldneverdothat

toyou.Besides,Zeedoesn'tevenknowthatname.

Sheknowshisothername.Everyoneknowshimby

Banele.Comeonnow."

Lunga:"I'mseriousBelinda,Ican'taffordtohavemy

marriagecollapse,especiallynotnow."

Woman:"Comeon,Iknowthat.Don'truinthings.

Besides,Imissyou.Whenareyoucomingto

serviceme?"

Lunga:"I'llcomebytomorrowatlunchtime.Usual



spot.Don'tdisappointme.YouknowwhatIdoto

peoplewhodon'tlistentome."

Woman:"Iknow,baby.Iwouldneverbetrayyoulike

that.Seeyoutomorrowthen.Goodnight,Ilove-".

Ihungupbeforeshecouldevenfinishthatlousy

sentence.Shit.Someoneissnoopingaroundand

tryingtomakeZeeawareofshit.Ifshefindsout,all

thiswouldbefornothing.Ican'tloseZee,Ican't.I

rubmyforeheadinfrustrationanddecidetocall

Tony,myITguyandrighthandman.

Lunga:"Tony,kenalejaive(Ihaveaproblem).I

needyourexpertiseandit'samatterofurgency."

Tony:"ShoBozza(Sure,Boss).Couldn'tthiswait?

Gapekejamaraomo(I'mbusychowingassright

now)."



Lunga:"Yewena,ungazonginyanyisawezwa(Hey!

Don'tannoyme)?Ijustsaidthisisamatterof

urgency."

Tony:"Shosho,HadeBozza,(Sure,sure.Sorryboss).

Whatdoyouneed?"

Lunga:"IneedyoutohackintoZiyanda'sphone.I

suspectsomeoneisfeedingherinformation.She

askedmeaboutmyson."

Tony:"Eh,eh,eh.Kejaiveeseriousmos,Bozza

(Thisisareallyseriousproblem,boss).Bona(look),

givemeanhour.Iwilllookintoit."

Lunga:"Sho(Sure).IknowIcanalwayscounton

you."Ihungupandtookasipofmychampagne.

Fuck,Ineedsomethingstrongerthanthis.Idecided

totidyupsinceallmydinnereffortswenttowaste.

Idecidedtogotomystudyanddrinkmywhiskey



there.Isunkdeepintothoughts.IfZeefindsout

aboutthis,I'madeadman.

Ican'tloseherforabitchlikeBelinda.Imeam,I

onlyhadsexwithhertohaveanheirsinceZeewas

strugglingsomuchtotallpregnant.Besides,itwas

allmydamnmother'sidea.Shepromisedmeall

wouldworkout.ImadeamentalnotethatIhadto

seehersoonsoshecouldexplainallthisshittome.

ChapterSix

Lunga

MyphonerangandIcheckedthetime.It's6am.I

musthavedozedoffonmychairinmystudy.My

whiskeybottleishalfempty.Eish,Imusthave

drankalotmorethanIshouldhave.Myheadis

killingmenottomentionmystiffneckandsore

back.Myphoneringsagain.It'sTony.Shit.So

manymissedcalls.



Lunga:"Tony".

Tony:"Bozza,aowakgalekegobelelabanna(Boss,

I'vebeencallingyou,man).Ebilemediyajae

nkwatetseerekamojolla(Mygirlfriendiseven

angryatme,shethinksI'mcheating).Bonanouo

letseantimasebonomonna(Looknowsheeven

refusedtogivemesomepussyallnight)."

Ichuckled.Tonynayemanai.

Lunga:"Sorryman.Iwillmakeitworthyourwhile.I

willsendyousomethingtomakeituptoher.Now

givemewhatIaskedfor."

Tony:"ShoshoBozza.Seemslikesomeoneis

interestedinyourwife,Bozza.Keshebile(Ichecked)

andshehadnododgyactivityuntilmaobane

(yesterday).There'samanwhokeepstextingher

andcallingher.Imadeafewcallsandseemslike



theyevenhadlunchmaobane(yesterday)ko

Menlasdaarsobajabodiprawnsledispaghettiwa

bona(atMenlyneatingprawnsandspaghetti).Ko

daaiplekyamaItalianbarengkeCuppaccino's

(TheywereatthatItalianplacecalled

Cuppaccino's)."

Myheartstartedtobeatfaster.Isuddenlyhada

millionthoughtspersecondrunningthroughmy

mind.CouldZiyandabecheatingonme?Nowaysit

can'tbe.IrealizeTonyhasbeencallingmyname.I

nusthavezonedoutforasecond.

Tony:"Bozza?Osaledaar?(boss?Areyoustill

there?)"

Lunga:"Jakesalehier(Yes,I'mstillhere).Who's

thismanthat'stakingmywifeoutfordilunch

now?"



Tony:"KediannemanwadizakabarengkePhila

(It'ssomeguywho'sloadedcalledPhila).Phila

Zwane."

Isuddenlyfeltamillionfeelingsrushingthroughmy

body.Anger,insecurities,butmostlyfear.Philais

back?Kanjani(how)?ImeanZiyanda'sparents

madedoublesurethathewouldbegoneforgood.

Theytoldmehewasdeadandtherewasnotrace

ofhimforthepastfewyears.Howcouldthisbe?

Lunga:"ShapTony.Thanks.Iwillsendyou

somethingnyanaforallyourefforts."

JustasIwasabouttohanguphetellsme

somethingevenmoreworrying.

Tony:"Wait,Bozza.There'smore.Itseemsasifhe

hasboughtMr.Brenner'sconstructioncompany.Ke

thenewCEOandowneryateng(He'sthenewCEO



andowner).Ebilehehaschangedthename.KePZ

CONSTRUCTIONSnou(It'scalledPZ

CONSTRUCTIONSnow)."

Fuck!Thiscan'tbe.PhilaisZiyanda'snewboss?!

Whatthefuckisgoingon?

Lunga:"Tony.Thanksman.Lookintohim.Findout

allyoucanandfindoutexactlywhathe'sdoingwith

Zeeandwhathe'splanning."

Tony:"ShoshoBozza.I'monit."

Ihungupandloggedintomybankingappand

transferredanimmediatepaymentofR50000to

Tony.IfZiyandaislyingtomeI'mscrewed.Imight

havebeenherfirst,butGodknowsIcan'tcompete

withPhila.



Icheckedthetimeandit's6:30.Zeemustbeupby

now.SoIdecidedtogotoourbedroom.Iwalked

inandIheartheshowerrunning.Thisisagood

timeformetosnoopthroughherphoneandsee

whatthefuckthisPhilaisplanningwithZee.

Icheckherphone.Iseelotsofmissedcallsfroman

unsavednumber.Itmustbethatasshole.Icheck

hermessages.Mostofthemfromhimtellingher

he'ssorryandaskinghertoanswerherphone.

Thereisonemessagethatcatchesmyeye."Yaya,

pleasedon'trunawayfromme.Pleasethinkabout

whatItoldyouaboutyourhusband.Iwillseeyouat

worktomorrow,P."Oh,sowe'reusingpetnames

now.Yayawamasimba.

Andwhatthefuckdidhetellheraboutme?Icheck

herWhatsAppmessagesandIseeafewfrom

Porsche."Chomihle,answeryourphone.Philatold

meyouleftthemallcryinghystericallyandhe's



worriedaboutyou.Ifyoudon'tansweryourphone

I'mcomingthere".Mxm.

IalwaysknewPorschedidn'tlikeme,buttosupport

mywifehavinganaffair?That'sjustlowofher.I

don'tevenknowwhatRobertseesinherass.

Ziyanda:"Whatareyoudoingwithmyphone?"

Lunga:"Zee,baby.Youstartledme.Didyouhavea

goodshower?"

Ziyanda:"Don'tdodgemyquestion,Lunga.Ngithe

uyenzaningephoneyami?Areyouspyingonme

now?"

Lunga:"Comeon,Ziyanda.Iwasjustcheckingthe

time.Noneedtobesodefensive."



Ziyanda:"I'mnotbeingdefensive.Youcouldhave

usedyourphonetocheckthetime.Anyway,could

youpleaseexcuseme.Iwouldliketogetdressed."

Lunga:"Hao,Zee.You'remywife.Whywouldyou

feeltheneedtohideyourbodyfromme?"

Ziyanda:(chuckling)YaziuyamangazaLunga

Nqcobo(YouaresofullofsurprisesLungaNgcobo).

Eversincelastnightit's"you'remywifethis,you're

mywifethat".Kantiungenweyini(Whatonearth

hasgottenintoyou)?ThroughoutourmarriageI

neverandImeaneverdressedinfrontofyou.You

havebasicallyneverseenmenakedorever

botheredtoseemenaked.Manje(now)you're

tellingmethis?"

Zeewassocoldtowardsme.Ideservedit.I'vebeen

adickthroughoutourmarriage.



Lunga:"ComeonZiyanda.IknowIhaven'tbeenthe

besthusbandbutIwasseriousaboutusfixingthis

marriage.IloveyouZeeandIampreparedtoshow

you."

Ziyanda:"Well,goodluckwiththat.Nowplease

leave.You'remakingmefeeluncomfortable."

Islowlygotupfromthebedandplacedherphone

onherbedside.ThislookI'mseeinginZee'seyesis

oneIhaveneverseenbefore.It'salmostasifshe

reallydoesn'tcareaboutwhatIdo.Inolongersee

thatlookofyearningtobelovedinhereyesand

thatscaresme.TheZeeImarriedwoulddo

anythingformesimplybecauseI'mherhusband.

Now,thisoneI'mseeinghereissomeone

completelydifferentanditscarestheshitoutofme.

I'mlosingmywife.Islowlywalkedtotheensuite

bathroomwithmyheaddown.BeforeIentered

rememberedwhatTonytoldmeandIdecidedto

testZee.



Lunga:"Howcomeyounevertoldmeyouhavea

newboss?"

Ziyanda:"Youneverasked."

Andjustlikethatitwasconfirmed.Iamaboutto

losemywifeandIcan'tletthathappen.Ineedtogo

seeMaasinyesterday.

Ziyanda

MxmIdidn'tsleepverywelllastnightandIwokeup

inaverycrankymood.Tomakemattersworse

LungaisaskingmefunnyquestionsandIfound

himsnoopingthroughmyphone.Iknowhewas

lyingaboutcheckingthetimebecauseIknowhim

whenhe'slying.Heraiseshislefteyebrowwhenhe

islying.Andbesides,IfoundmyWhatsAppchat

withPorscheopenedanditconfirmedmy



suspicions.

Mxm.Mencanreallyannoyyou.I'vebeenwiththis

manforsixyears.He'sprobablytoldmesixtimes

thatI'mbeautiful,whichamountstoonceayear.

Hehasneverreallyseenmenaked,Imeanwe

alwayshavesexonthebedunderneaththecovers

sowherewouldhehavefoundthetimeto

appreciatemybody?IknowI'mabitbigandonthe

chubbyside,butifmyownhusbandcan'ttellme

I'mprettythenitmeansI'mnot,right?

Ididmymorningroutine,lotionedmybody.I

decidedtowearmybluemaxidresswithflatstoday.

Itmightnotreallybeaveryproperprofessional

outfit,butI'msoannoyedandabitdepressedtoday.

I'mnotinthemoodfordressingup.Ilookatmyself

inthemirror.IactuallylookquitegoodifImustsay.



Thisdressaccentuatesallthegoodpartsofmy

body.Mycleavagemightbeabitexposed,butI

reallydon'tcare.Iputonalowcutsleevelessdenim

jacketontopandmademywaytothekitchen.I

foundbreakfastmadeasalwaysbyMam'Masango.

Ismiled.

Me:"Sawubona,ma.Kunjani(Goodmorning,ma.

Howareyou)"

Mam'Masango:"hai,I'mnotsowelltoday,mychild.

IhadabaddreamaboutyouandIstruggledto

sleepevenafterIprayedlastnight."

Me:(puzzled)"Hao,ma.Whathappenedinthe

dream?"

Mam'Masango:"Iwastoldmyspiritinthedream

ukuthithetimehascomeforthetruthtobe

revealedtoyou.Itwon'tbeaneasyjourneyonceit's



revealed.Thereisdangerapproachingmntwana

wamiandyouneedtotrustPhila.

Iknowheleftyouwhenyouneededhimmost,but

thereisareasonwhyheisbacknow.Allshallbe

revealedsoon.Butaboveallelserememberthis:mr.

Lungaisnotwhoyouthinkheis,buttrustPhila.He

willhelpyoutoreachyourdestiny."

Seemslikeweirdshitishappeningtomelately.

ThisisthesecondtimeIhearsomeonetellme

aboutLunga.Whatisgoingon?

Me:"Wait,ma.You'reconfusingmenow.Andhow

didyouknowaboutPhila?Inevertoldyouabout

him."

Mam'Masango:(laughing)"Ziyanda,youforgetI

knowthingsbeforeyoufindoutaboutthemandI

seethingsbeforetheyhappen.Allshallberevealed



mntwanami(mychild).Andmakesureyougosee

yourgogotoday.She'sexpectingyou."

Me:(chuckling)"Ikeeoforgettingaboutyourspiritual

skillsyazima.OkayIwilldothat.IwillgoseeGogo

today.Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)forbreakfast.Let

meleavebeforetrafficgetshectic."

Mam'Masango:"Alright,mybaby.Hambakahle(Go

well)."

Iwalkedoutanddrovetowork.Allalongthewayto

workIjustcouldn'thelpbutthinkofwhatMam

Masangotoldme."TrustPhila".Ai,allthisismaking

metenseup.IgottothegateandsawNtatePhiri.

Thismanalwaysbrightensupmydaynomatter

what.

NtatePhiri:(smiling)"Dumelamosadiomobotsana.

Otsogilelehono(Goodmorning,beautifullady.Are



youwelltoday)?"

Me:"DumelaNtatePhiri.Ketsogilelena(Good

morning,Mr.Phiri.I'mwell,andyou)?"

NtatePhiri:"Aowamme,retsogile(I'mwell).Ole

tshwerebjangMonnaomoswa(How'sthenew

bosstreatingyou)?Gaperenamasecurityledi

cleanersrekwabosekudu(He'streatingusthe

securityguardsandcleanersreallywell).Orefilele

diincrease(Wegotanincrease).Akatshepagore

letsatsilenalekafihlaphelaBrennernalengame

kudu(Ineverthoughtthisdaywouldcomesince

Brennerwasprettystingy)."

Webothlaughed.Ican'tbelieveI'mactually

gossipingwithNtatePhiri.

Me:"AowaNtate,keditabatsebotsetseo.Keakgola

kethatoyaModimo(Oh,sir.That'sgoodnews



indeed.Ibelieveit'strulyGod'swill)."

NtatePhiri:"ee,kennetengwanaka.Obeleletsatsi

leleboseakere(Yes,that'strue,mychild.Havea

greatday)."

Me:"LelenaNtate(Youtoo)."Ismiledandwaved

andwavedgoodbyeasImademywayintothe

parkinglot.Igotoutandmademywayuptheliftto

floor7andasusual,Porscheisherusualchirpy

self.Sheisalwaysearly,Imeanalways.Shehas

alwaysbeenthepunctualoneamongstthefourof

us.JustasIwaswalkingoutoftheliftPorsche

camerunningtowardsmeandgavemeahug.

Porsche:"Chomihleoshap(Friend,areyouokay)?

Gapelewenaodramaticbathong(Youcanbeso

dramaticattimes).Wanoremaezaregofonela

(Youjustdecidedtoignoreusallwhenwetried

calling).Dintshang(What'sup)?"



Me:"_Goodmorningtoyoutoo,Porsche.Howare

youthismorning?"

Porsche:"mxm.Wabona(Yousee?).Don'tyoudare

changethesubject.Keemekawena(I'mwaitingon

you).Etlakatsona(Outwithit)."

Me:"We'lltalklaterman.Ineedtogetbriefedonmy

upcomingprojects.Retlabualater(We'llseriously

talklater)."

Porsche:"Alright.Aslongasoleshapakere

ngwaneso(Aslongasyou'reokay,sister)."She

gavemeanotherhugandNozicametowardsus.

Nozi:"Ziyanda,wecannotbewaitingonyouforever.

Thebosswantstoseeus.Pleasehurry,notallofus

haveamillionairehusbandtofallbackon."She

clickedhertongueandJustasshewasaboutto



walkaway,Porschedecidedtoattackher.

Porsche:"Hai,waitselenabanyananyanabago

tswazululandletenagampe(Youknowyougirls

fromZululandareverydisrespectful).Galena

bannabagolefamonatekoDurbankwaotswang

teng(Don'tyouguyshavenicelookingmenwho

canshagyouwellinDurbanwhereyoucomefrom)?

OphelaolenegativeNozi(You'realwaysso

negative,Nozi).NowonderModimoogofilemmele

wamokekerepasesi(NowonderGodgaveyoua

chickenbody)."

Icouldn'thelpbutlaughatthatstatementand

PorschedecidedtojoininwhileNozilooked

annoyed.

Nozi:"Sorry,butIdon'tspeakbushlanguage.What

thehelldidyoujustsay?"



Porsche:"GoasksomeonewhospeaksBush

language.Goon,don'tkeepthebosswaiting."Nozi

walkedawayhuffingandpuffing.Ihavenoidea

what'swrongwuththisgirl.Shehasneverlikedme.

IwalkedintotheboardroomandPhilawassittingin

hischairrightacrossus.Hiseyesfollowedmeall

thewayuntilItookaseat.Nozijustlookedatme

withredeyes,fullofhate,butIjustwasn'tbothered.

Me:"Iapologizeforbeinglate.Ihadnoideawehad

ameetingscheduled."

Nozi:"Youwouldhaveknownifyouhadn'tbeen

gossipingwiththeofficehelp."

Thisbitchisreallystartingtoannoyme.Phila

steppedin,IguesshesawtheannoyedlookIhad

onmyface.



Phila:"Nozi,suchbehaviourwillnotbetoleratedand

youwillnotaddressemployeesassuch.Ifyou're

unhappywithanythingtakeitupwithHR.Iwillnot

havesuchunprofessionalismdisplayedespecially

inmypresence.Areweclear?"

ThesternnessinPhila'svoicefrightenedNoziabit.

Rightthereandthensheregrettedherlittlebitchy

outburst.

Nozi:(lookingdown)"Yes,sir.Iapologize."

Phila:"Good.Wecancontinue.Shaunwillbetaking

ourminutesforthismeeting.Infrontofyouisyour

profileandassignmentwhichwillkeepyoubusyfor

thenextfewmonths.

Nozi,youwilloverseethenewWilburTownhouse

projectinPretoriaEast.Thedrawingsneedtobe

donebytheendoftheday.YouwillspeaktoMr.

Wilburandhispartnerregardingthenewdesigns



theyrequire."

Nozi:"Excusemesir,butIhadalreadysubmittedmy

draftsforthedesignsandMr.Brennerhad

approved."

Phila:(annoyed)"Well,incaseyouhaveforgottenI

boughtthiscompanyfromMr.BrennerandMr.

Wilburandhispartnerrejectedthedesigns.They

saidandIquote"theywerenotwhattheywere

lookingfor."

Nozi:"That'sridiculous.I'moneofthebest

designershereandIbettheylovedmydesigns.

Theremustbeamistake."

Philatightenedhisjawandtookadeepbreathand

letoutasigh.Wewereallsoquietandyoucould

seePhilawasreallygettingannoyedbyNozi

challenginghim,especiallyinfrontofhisnewstaff.



Phila:"Ms.Sibanda,Iamverycapableofrunning

thiscompany.Ifyouhaveaproblemwithyour

projectIwouldbemorethanhappytogiveyou

somethingelse,thedesignandconstructionofthe

newcomplexinrandburgperhaps.Icanseethat

thisprojectisclearlygoingtobeaproblem-forALL

ofus."

Nozisuddenlylookedsurprisedandhadhereyes

wideopened.

Nozi:"No,sir.IwilltaketheWilburproject."

Phila:"It'snotupfordiscussion.Shane,youwill

swapwithMs.Sibandaeffectiveimmediately."

Nozilookedsoannoyed.Ifshedidn'thavesucha

bigmouthandwasn'ttoofullofherselfnoneofthis

wouldhavehappened.



Phila:"Anyway,Ziyanda,youhaveanewproject.Mr.

Brennerisretiring,hencehesoldmethiscompany

andherecentlyboughtahugepieceoflandinCape

Townandwouldliketobuildhisretirementhome.

Hestrictlygavemeinstructionstogiveyouthis

project."

Me:(eyeswideopenandshocked)"uhm,wow.I

wouldbehonoured,exceptIcannotstartdesigning

anythinguntilIhaveseenthearea."

Phila:"Whichiswhyyou'regoingtoCapeTownon

Friday.I'llbecomingwithyou.InstructionsfromMr.

Brennerhimself."

Iwassoshockedbutecstatic.ImeanIwasn'treally

closewithMr.Bbutweworkedreallywelltogether.

BelieveitornotIamreallygoodatwhatIdoand

I'mgladmyformerbossacknowledgedthat.



AlthoughmeleavingwithhimforCapeTown,I

doubtthatwasaninstructionfromMr.Brenner.

Noziwasrathersourunlikethefieryattitudeshe

hadthismorning.

Phila:"Allyourpreviousprojectswillbehandedover

toThato.Youwillbeworkingsolelyonthisproject.

Youonlyhavetwoweekstocompleteit,Ziyanda.

Thatisallonmyside.Youmayleave,thankyou."

EveryonegotuptoleaveexceptPhila.AsI

attemptedtogetup,hecamerushingtowardsme.

Heheldmyhadandstaredintomyeyes.Ihadto

lookupbecausehe'ssotall.Somethingabout

Phila'stouchalwaysmademefeelsafe.

Phila:"Doyouhaveaminute,Zee?Iwouldliketo

talktoyou,please?"

Me:"Sure."



HelookedatmesurprisedforthefactthatIdidn't

hesitate.IhavetoadmitImyselfamalsosurprised.

Me:"Wecan'ttalkhere.Peoplemightgetthewrong

impression,especiallyNozi."

Phila:"Ah,loyo.Leavehertome.She'sactingup

becauseIturnedherdown.Shewasflirtingwithme

andshe'sjustnotmytype."

Ilaughedatthatstatementandweheadedtohis

officewhichisrightacrosstheboardroom.He

closedthedoorandtookbothmyhandsinhis.

Phila:"Zee.What'sthematter?Areyouokay?Iwas

worriedsickaboutyouandwhyhaven'tyoubeen

answeringmycalls?"



Me:"I'msorry.Iwasjustoverwhelmedbyeverything

youtoldme.Itjustdidn'tmakesense.I'msorry".

IlookeddownandIcouldseehowsadand

disappointedhewas.Hiseyeswereglitteringwith

tearsandIcouldseehewastryingsohardnotto

letthemfall.

Phila:"I'msorryZee.Ireallyam.Whateverhappens

pleasedon'tshutmeout.Iwoulddoanythingfor

you,youknowthat.Let'sgothroughthistogether,

please.IjustfoundyouagainandI'mnotprepared

toloseyou."

Istareddeepinhiseyesandthesincerityinhis

voicemademefeellikeeverythingwillbeokaywith

himbyside.Ichoosetotrusthim,likeMam'

MasangosaidIshould.

Me:"Okay.ItrustyouPhila.AndItrustthatyou



wouldn'thurtmeintentionally.It'salottogetover,

whichiswhyI'mgoingtoseeGogotodayafter

work."

Phila'sfacesuddenlylitupandhesmiledbroadly.

Hegavemeahug.

Phila:"I'msoglad.We'llgetthroughthisZee,you'll

see.CanIcomewithyoutoseeGogo?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,Phila."

Phila:"please?IpromiseIwon'tannoyyou."

Ilaughedalittle.

Me:"Okaythen.Letmeheadbacktoworkbefore

Nozistartsspreadingrumours."



Phila:"Okay.Seeyoulaterthen."

IleftPhila'sofficeandfeltasenseofrelief.Idon't

knowbutitjustfeltsogoodtohaveadecenttalk

withoutbeingangryathim.

AsIwalkedtowardsmyoffice,myphonerang.It's

Gogo.IsighbeforeIanswerit.

Me:"SawubonaGogo.Unjani(Hello,Granny.How

areyou)?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Weh!Nanguuyaphilaumntwana

wakhoJehova(Wow!Yourchildisindeedalive,

Jesus)!Weh,Ziyanda.Uyangizibayini(Areyou

avoidingme)?Anddon'tyoudarelietome."

Me:"Ca(no),Gogo.Icouldneverignoremymost



favouritepersonintheworld."

Icouldhearherlaughingalittlebitoverthephone.

Gog'Khanyi:"That'sgoodtohear.Nowlet'sget

downtobusiness.Philaexplainedtomethathe

spoketoyou.Howareyoufeeling?"

Me(deepsigh):"TobehonestGogo,I'mangryand

confused.I'mangryatyou,myparentsandPhila

butmostlyIamdisappointedGogo.I'm

disappointedthatyounevertoldme.Youliedtome

allthistime."

TearswerethreateningmyeyesasIwalkedintomy

officeandclosedthedoorbehindme.Isatdownon

mychairwithmyfoneinmyhadwhilewipingmy

tearsoffwiththeother.



Gog'Khanyi:"Iunderstand,mychild.ButIshall

explaineverythingtoyouwhenyoucomeseeme.

Uyezanamhlanheangithi(You'recomingtoday,

right)?"

Me:"_Yebo,GogoI'llbethere."

Gogo'Khanyi:"Good.Nowwipethosetearsoffyour

face.It'stimeforyoutobestrong,mntwanami(my

child).AllIhavebeendoingallthoseyearswas

preparingyouforwhatstocome.BestrongZiyanda.

Afterthestormcomesabeautifulsunshineand

alwaysrememberwhyInamedyouZiyanda."

Ismiled.Gogoalwayssaystherightthings.Iguess

wisdomcomeswithage.

Me:"YeboGogo,Iwilldoso."



Gog'Khanyi:"Good.Anddon'tforgettobringmyson,

Philawithyou.Seeyousoon."

Shehungup.Seemslikethisisgoingtobealong

day.SoIdecidedtogothroughmyportfolioand

checkoutmynextassignment.

ChapterSeven

Lunga

I'matworkinmyoffice,butIstillcan'tconcentrate.

I'vebeenpacingupanddowneversinceIgothere.

IevenaskedmyPAtorescheduleallmy

appointmentsfortoday.Everythingsuchamess

now.IhopeTonycangetmetheinfoIneedon

Phila.Ican'taffordtoslipupthistime.

Myphonebeepsandit'sansmsfromBelinda.A

pictureofherinalacy,beigelingeriebodysuitwith

thecaption"Comeeatme."Igothardinstantly.



Don'tgetmewrong,Ilovemywife,butBelindacan

dothingstomethatZeenevercould.She'salot

thinnerthanZeeandnotuptightunlikeZee.Igrab

mykeysandheadouttoourusualspot.

IarriveattheSandtonHotelandenterourusual

room.Room226.IopenthedoorandIfindherwith

herlegsspreadopenonthebed.Ishutthedoor

behindmeandwithoutsayinganythingIgotonmy

kneesonthebedanddugintoherjuicypussy.

Damn,thisbitchdoesthingstomenowomanever

could.

Belinda:(moaning)"uh,Lubaby.Yourtongueisso

good.Suckthatpussybaby."

Iwastenotimeandtakeoffmypants.Islidemy

dickinsideherpussyandpoundherlikecrazy.I

wastenotimeandwithinfiveminutesI'mdone.I've

alwaysknownthatIdon'tlastinbedhenceIhaveto

enticethesebitcheswithmoney.Belindahada



disappointedlookonherfacebecauseshedidn't

cumbutIdon'tgiveafuck.Igotupandwipedmy

dickwithatowelandthrewitatherandputmy

pantsbackon.

Belinda:"Baby,whenareyouandIandNkosifinally

beafamily?Imeanyoupromisedyou'regoingto

leaveher."

Igotupveryirritatedatthatquestion.

Lunga:"YewenaBelinda.HowmanytimesMustItell

younottoaskmestupidquestions?Youknowvery

wellZiyandaismywifeandIhavenointentionsof

leavingher.Youbetterstayinyourfuckinglaneif

youknowwhat'sgoodforyou.Besides,she'syour

friend,yourbestfriendatthat.Youshouldreallybe

ashamed,youknow."

Shesuddenlygotangryandgotupfromthebed



veryquickly.

Belinda:(raisinghervoice)"Lunga,youhavenoright

tospeaktomelikethat!It'snotlikeImadethat

childonmyown.Ittakestwo!

Iwasseriouslygettingirritatedbythissupidbitch.I

walkeduptoherstaringherintheeyeandgrabbed

herbythethroat.

Lunga:"Whothefuckdoyouthinkyouare?Thatwill

bethelasttimeyoueverspeaktomelikethat,

wezwa?!I'vetoldyoucountlesstimesthatyou

cannotandwillnevermatchuptoZee.She'sway

outofyourleague.You'rejustawhorewho

happenstobethemotherofmyonlyson.Theonly

reasonIhaventslityourthroatandfedittopigsis

becauseofmymother'sfondnessofyou.Stayin

yourlaneBelinda,Iwon'ttellyoutwice."



Ireleasedmyhandsfromherthroatandthrewher

ontotheground.Itookoutafewnotesandput

themonthesidetablenexttothedoor.

Lunga:"Theroomispaidfor.Youcanstayhereuntil

checkouttime.Buyyourselfsomethingtocleanthat

dirtysoulofyours."

Ishutthedooronmywayoutandlefthercryingon

thefloor.Thisiswhathappenswhenyouhavekids

withwhores.Igotintomycaranddecidedonmy

nextstop,avisittomymother.

Ziyanda

I'vebeenbusytryingtofigureoutideasandplans

thatMr.Brennerwouldlike.EventhoughIhaven't

seentheplace,Ididgetafewpicturesinmy

portfolioofthesurroundingthatthehousewillbe

builton.Ididn'tevenhavemuchtoeatsinceIwas



coupedupinmyofficesincethismorning.

Porscheevenbroughtmelunch,shecouldn'tjoin

meitwasahecticdayofwhichI'mglad.Iamnot

readytofaceherandtellherabouteverything.

BeforeIknewititwas4o'clock.Knockofftimeis

alwaysthebesttime.AsIwaspackingmybagand

mydenimjacket,someoneknockedonmydoor.

Me:"Comein."

Philawalkedin.Hiscologneissostrongithitmy

nostrilsinaninstant.There'snothingbetterthana

manwhosmellsasgoodashelooks.Hesmiled.

Phila:"Hey,Iwasthinkingsincewe'rebothgoingto

Gogo,wecoulduseonecar?"

Me:"Hai,Philanowyou'repushingit.Whatwill



peoplesaywhentheyseemeintheboss'scar?"

Phila:"Relax.Noonewillseeyou.Wecanexit

togetherandbesides,everyoneisalreadygone

home.EvenPorsche."

Me:"Okay,buthowwillmycargettomyhouse?"

Phila:"YaziZee.Youasktoomuch.I'llgetFrankto

takeittoyourhouse.Yourhubbywon'tnoticea

thing."

Me:"Frank?Heheyouhaveadrivernow?Itmust

feelgoodtobebawlinginmoneyneh?"

Phila:(laughing)"HaiZeenawe.It'snotlikeyou're

notbawlingyourself.Angithiyoumarrieda

millionaire?Anyway,letsgoyouknowtrafficcanbe

anightmareinJozi."



Wewalkedoutofmyofficeandindeeditwasempty.

Everyonewasgone.Wemadeourwaydownthelift

tothebasementparking.Wewalkedtowardsa

MercedesG63.

Thisisoneofmyfavouritecars.Philausedtolove

MercedesandhewouldsayonedaywhenI'mhis

wife,hewouldbuythiscarforme.Funnyenough

it'sred,myfavouritecolour.Iturntolookathim

witharaisedeyebrow.

Phila:"What?"(Smiling)

Me:"Really,Nkosenye?AredG-wagon?Whata

coincidence."

Phila:"It'snotacoincidencemylove,Iboughtthis

caramonthago,foryou.Oneofthesedaysitwill

beyours."



Ismiledasheopenedthedoorforme.

Me:"Somethingsneverchange."

Aswedroveoutofthegate,NtatePhiriwaswaving

goodbye.ForsomereasonIjustfeltguiltyforbeing

inanotherman'scarafterworkhoursinsteadof

goingstraighthome.

Lunga

Iwalkedintomymother'shouseshouting.Iwas

consumedwithangerandfrustration.Ihateitwhen

thingsdon'tgomyway.It'stimeforsomeanswers.

Lunga:"Ma!Maweh!Ukuphi(Mom!Mom!Whereare

you)?!"



Zodwa:"YeywenaLungaNqcobo!Thisismyhouse

andyou'restillachildkimi(tome).Ungazongi

raselala(You'rebusyshoutinghere)!Usangeneyini

(Areyoumad)?!"

Lunga:(headdown)"Ngiyaxolisama(I'msorry,

mom)."

Zodwa:"Wozalana(comehere)andcometellme

whyyoupitchupunannouncedandwhyyou're

shoutinglikeamadman?"

Lunga:"Ma,Philaisback.Youtoldmehediedma."

Zodwalookedsoshocked.Morelikeshewasin

disbeliefwithhereyeswideopen.Sheslowlytooka

seatnottakinghereyesoffLunga.



Zodwa:"Ushokanjanimfanawami(Whatdoyou

mean,myboy)?WhatonearthdoyoumeanPhilais

back?"

Lunga:"Exactlythat.Andhe'salreadywormedhis

wayintoZiyanda'slife.He'sthenewCEOandowner

ofBrenner'scompanyma.Theywentoutforlunch

yesterdayandhe'sevencontactingher.Shecame

backfromlunchwithhimlookingdifferent.She

evenaskedmeaboutNkosiyabo.Ma,I'mlosingit.I

can'trisklosingZee."

Zodwalookedevenmoredistressed.Seeingher

songoingonlikeastarkravingmadpersonjust

brokeherheart.Shegotupandhuggedhimasa

wayofconsolinghim.

Zodwa:"Khululekawenamfanawami(Relax,my

boy).Iwillfixthis.uNomsaistheonewhotoldme

shegotridofPhila.Besides,wedon'tknowwhat

sheknowsangithi.Shedoesn'tevenknowthe



wholestoryofthisarrangedmarriage.Relax,itwill

allworkout.Ifallelsefails,wewillhavetovisitour

familysangoma.Ziyandaisungratefulmanyesses.

She'sbarrenngaphaandnowufunaukuk'jikela

(nowshewantstoturnherbackonyou)."

Lunga:"Ma,I'vetoldyoucountlesstimesnottotalk

aboutuZeelikethat."

Zodwa:"Okay,sorryke.Sit.Letmemakeyousome

food.Yourfavouritepapandmnchusu."

Lungasmiledandsatdownwhilehismothertook

outacoldbeerforhiminthefridge.Hefeltrelieved

likeeverythingisgoingtofallinplace.Hismomhas

neverlethimdown.

ChapterEight

Ziyanda



Theridetomygrandmother'splacewasverynice.I

wasevenlaughing.IfeelsomethingwhenI'mwith

Phila,amomentofpeaceandserenity.I'mcarefree

withhimandthat'ssomethingI'veneverfeltwith

Lunga.OnceagainI'mcomparing.Couldthismean

thatIwanttogetbacktogetherwithPhila?Anyway,

wefinallyarriveatGogo'shouse.Istilldon'tget

whyshelivesinsuchabighouseallalone.

Thando,mysister,evenoptedtohaveoneofher

kidsstaywithmygranny,butapparentlyherkids

arejustasill-manneredasherandshesaidthey

wouldmakeheroldbeforehertime.My

grandmotherisn'tyourtypicalgranny.

Yes,sheloveschurchandattendsoften,butshe

lovesherwine,anyredwine.Shelovesherspace,

goingoutwithhergirlsquadandevengambling.I

don'tevenknowwhyshelovestogamblesomuch

becauseherhusbandleftheraheftysumofmoney



andherretirementfundwasalsoahugeamount.

SheretiredasaProfessionalNurseattheageof50,

sayingshehadhadenoughofseeingbloodandill

people.Funnyenoughsherunsaminiclinichere

forpeoplewhoareinjuredorinneedofmedical

attention.

Aswewalkedin,Philahadacutedecoratedgiftbag

withawinebottleinit.Ai,thesetwousedtoget

alonglikeahouseonfire.

Me:"Knock,knock.Gogo,sesifikile(We'rehere,

Gogo)."

Gog'Khanyi:"Wozaningaphaelounge(Cometothe

lounge)."

Wewalkedintotheloungeandshehadherfeetup



ontheminitablewithaglassofwineinherhand.

Gog'Khanyi:"Haibo!WehPhilayouhavegrowninto

arealman!Bonaseumudenjane(Lookhowtall

you'vebecome).Comegivemesomesugar."She

smiledbroadlyandopenedherarmsandPhilawent

tohugher.

Me:(rollingmyeyes)"Oh,don'tmindme,your

granddaughter.PretendasifI'mnotevenhere."

Gog'Khanyi:"HainaweZeeunehaba(You'reso

jealous,Zee).Youcan'tbejealouswhenyouseeme

often.Ihaven'tseenuPhilainyears.Wenayou're

oldstock.Unjanikodwamfanawami(Howareyou,

though,myboy)?IseeItalyhasbeentreatingyou

well."

Phila:"Yebo(yes)ma.Thisisforyou".Handingher

thepaperbag.



Gogoopenedthepaperbagwithsomuch

excitementlikeasmallkid.

Gogo'Khanyi:"Yoh!Pinotage2016.Hehemfana

wami(myboy).Ialwaysknewyouwouldturnout

justfine.Sitmychildren,sowecangetdownto

business.IcanalreadyseeZiyandaisgetting

impatient."

Ijustrolledmyeyes.Wewenttothediningareaand

tookourseats.Iwassuddenlynervousandmy

heartwasbeatingsofast.Idon'tknowwhatto

expectandI'msuddenlynotsosureIwanttohearit.

Gog'Khanyi:"Alright.BeforeIstartZiyanda,Iwant

youtoknowthatIdidwhatwasbestforyou.Ialso

needyoutorememberthatwhatI'mabouttotell

youdoesn'tdefinewhoyouare.Letmestartwith

Phila.Thatdayhedisappeared,heoverheardan



argumentIhadwithyourparents.

TheywantedtomarryyouofftoLungamuchtomy

dismay.IrefusedandtoldthemaboutLunga's

interesttomarryyou.Theywantednoneofit.Phila

overheardyourmothertellingmethatIamruining

theirplan.

Yousee,Ziyanda,mychild,yourfatherisnotyour

biologicalfather.Onetimeyourmotherwenttoa

partywithherfriends,Idon'tevenknowwhere.

ThepartywasforA-listers,thewho'swhoofSouth

Africa.Oneofthemenapparentlydruggedand

rapedheratthatparty.Shewokeupononeofthe

bedsnakedanddisoriented.Shedoesn'tknowhow

shegottherebutshecouldtellthatshewasraped.

Yourfatheraskedhertogotothepartyonher

behalf,soshenevertoldhimaboutwhattranspired



thatnight.Shestartedfeelingsickafewmonths

lateranditwasconfirmedthatshewaspregnant.I

beggedhernottoabortbesidesitwastoolateand

toodangeroustoabort.

IwasshakingsomuchIdidn'tevenrealizeIhad

tearsrunningdownmyface.Ionlyrealizedwhen

Philatookmyhadinhisandstartedrubbingmy

back.Icouldseehowpainfulthisstorywasevento

mygrandmotherbecauseshewasalsocrying.My

grandmotherisnotonetocry,sowhenshecries

youmustknowit'shectic.

Me:(inashakyvoice)"So,I'maproductorrape.I'm

arapechild."

Sayingthatmadefeelsogut-wrenched.Itliterally

feltlikeasharpknifewasbeingshovedinmygut

andbeingtwistedslowlytoenforceeverlastingpain.



AllthiswhilePhilahadmyhandinhisandhiseyes

wereglisteningwithtearswhilehewastryingto

forcethembackin.AfterImadethatstatementhe

letthemfalldown.Iguessitbrokehimasmuchas

itdidme.

Phila:"No,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Pleasedon't

eversaythat-everagain.You'reaproductofGod.

Yes,howyouwereconceivedwasanevildeed,but

youweremeanttobehere,rightonthisearth,

Ziyanda.Youweremadeandcarvedjustforme."

Itriedtoletgoofhishand,buthetightenedhisgrip.

Iguessthatwasasignofreassurance.NowwhenI

thinkofallthathappened,itallmakessense.My

wholelifewasalie.Myownmotherresentsmeand

haseversinceshefoundoutaboutmyexistence

withinherwomb.Igetit,Imeanwhowouldlovea

rapechild?

Me:"So,howdoesthisallfitintomebeingarranged



tomarryLunga?"

Gogosighedandlookeddown.ThelasttimeIsaw

herthisdefeatedwasduringwhenmygrandfather

died.

Gog'Khanyi:"IbeggedNomsanottoletyoumarry

thatman,butshewassosoughtonmarryingyouto

himandtheonlywaytodothatwastothreatenme.

ShesaidifIdon'tallowittohappen,shewouldtell

youabouttherape.

SheknewjusthowmuchIvowedtoprotectyou.I

couldn'tletyoufindoutbackthenespeciallywhen

youhadjustfinishedmatric,thissecretwasgoing

tobreakyou,mybaby.Ijustcouldn'thandlethat.

Besides,yourfather'sbusinesshadtakenahuge

knock.

ApparentlyyoursisterThatoandherthenboyfriend



hadhackedintohisbusinessandstoleoverfive

million.Thatcrippledhisfinancialstatusandthey

bothcouldn'thandlethat.ThatwaswhenZodwa

andyourmothercameupwithaplantoletyou

marryLungaandinturnLungawouldpayR5

millionrandanddisguiseitaslobolaforyou."

Iwasinsomuchdisbelief.AmIaroyal?Whatmore

couldpossiblyphasemenow?

Philatensedupabit.Iguessthethoughtofyour

girlfriendbeingsoldtoanothermaninexchangefor

R5millionwouldmakeanyonecringe.

Itriedtomakesenseofitall.Gogotriedconsoling

mebutIjustcouldn'thearit.Themoreshekept

talking,wasthemoreIjustfreakedout.Iwas

suddenlyhyperventilating,Ifeltmywholebodyheat

upandsuddensweatdrippingfrommyforehead.I

feltmychestclosingupandthemoreItriedto

breathe,wasthemoremybodyrefusedtocomply



withmywishes.

Gog'Khanyi:(shakingme)"Ziyanda!Mybabycanyou

hearme?"

Philaintheotherhandkeptslappingmeslightly.

Phila:"Sthandwasami!Focusonme.Canyouhear

me?Pleasebreathe,Zee,breathe!Ma,kantiwhat's

happeningtoher?"

Gog'Khanyi:"She'shavingoneofherpanicattacks.

Letmegogetsomewater."

IsawGogogettingupandwalkingtothekitchen.

Herimageseemeddistantandfading.Thenext

thingIcouldn'tseeanything.Everythingwaspitch

black.

ChapterNine



Ziyanda

Iopenedmyeyesslowlyafterhearingvoices.My

headfeelssoheavy,mythroatisdryandmychest

feelssoheavylikeIswallowedsomethinghuge.I

seeablanketonmeandmyshoesareoffmyfeet.

Phila:"Howlongasthisbeengoingon?Younever

toldmethatshewassufferingfromAnxietyand

Depression,ma."

Gog'Khanyi:"Eish,bekunzimamntwanami(Ithas

beenreallytough,mychild.)Shehasbeenthrough

alot.I'msorryInevertoldyou,butwhatcouldyou

havedone?Youwerehalfwayacrosstheworld."

Philalookedatmewithhiseyeswideopenandhis

facefulloffearandworry.



Phila:"Hey,uzizwanjani,Sthandwasami(Howare

youfeeling,mylove)?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Letmegoandmakesomefoodand

giveyoutwosomespace."

Sheleftandclosedthedoor.

Me:(holdingmyheadtryingtogetup)"myhead

feelslikeI'vebeenrundownbyatrain.Mythroat

feelssodry."

Iattemptedtogettheglassofwateronmybedside,

butPhilabeatmetoit.

Phila:"Relax.Letmegetthatforyou."



HeheldtheglassformewhileIsippedsomewater

withastraw.Philaissuchagentleman.Thelast

timeIhadapanicattackMam'Masangowasthe

onewhohelpedmewhilemyownhusbandsaidI

wasseekingattention.Hesaysthatdepressionisn't

forblackpeopleandclaimedIwasusingitinorder

toavoidbearinghimchildren.

Philaputtheglassbackdown,tookoffhisshoes

andcametolienexttomeandheldmeinhisarms

andputmyheadonhischest.Allthisfeelsso

foreignyetmybodyrespondssowelltoit.

Welayinsilence,notsayinganythingtoeachother,

asIlistenedtohisheartbeat.Thatusedtobeour

favouritepositionbackintheday.Hewouldjustlay

inbedandholdmeafterwewerekissingabit.One

ofthenicethingsaboutPhilaisthathenever

rushedmeintoanything.Yes,wewouldkissand

touchhereandthere,butweneverdidanything

beyondthat.



Ijustthoughtofeverything.MylifewithPhilawas

soperfect.Hewasmyperfectmaninanimperfect

world.Andnow,it'sabouttobedisastrous.Thereis

nowayhecanwantmenow,notafterknowing

whatheknowsnow.IstartedtensingupandIjust

cried.

Phila:"Hey,pleasedon'tcry,Sthandwasami.Yaya,

pleasengiyakucelamuntuwami(Please,I'm

beggingyou,mylove).It'sallgoingtoworkoutjust

fine.Uzobona(You'llsee).Ijustneedyoutotrust

me."

Me:"Ho..how?Kanjani(How)Phila?I'mbasically

damagedgoods.Howcanyoustillwantmeafter

knowingthatmymotherwasrapedandthat'showI

wasconceived?"

Sayingthatoutloudjustmademefeeldisgusted



withmyself.Idon'tevenknowwhy,ImeanIdid

nothingwrong.TheonlysinIcommittedwasbeing

born,andIwillbeaconstantreminderofthepain

mymotherwentthrough.

Phila:"ComeonYaya.Youhonestlythinkthisnews

isnewtome?Gogotoldmeyearsagowhenwe

starteddating.ShesaidifIwasseriousaboutyou

sheneededtoknowifIwastheretostay.

Shetoldmeandthatmademeloveyouandwantto

protectyouevenmorethaneverbeforethat.It

didn'tchangeanythingthenanditmostdefinitely

won'tchangeanythingnow."

Heheldmetighterandkissedmyforehead.Wow.

Thisguyisfullofsurpriseshey.

Me:"But,Lunga,myparents-"



Phila:(interruptingme)"That'stheleastofour

worries,Sthandwasami.Allweneedtodonowisto

getyouthenecessaryhelptodealwiththis.Lunga,

hismom,yourparents,leavethatalltome."

Me:(Breathingasighofrelief)"Youwon'tkillthemor

anythinglikethat,right?"

Ilookedupathimandhehadthisfunnygrinonhis

face.

Phila:"Haibo,Sthandwasami(Mylove),haveIever

killedanyone?Don'tyouworryaboutathing.Iwon't

doanythinglikethat.Ipromise."

Thewayhesaidthat,sononchalant.Ijustdon't

believeit.

Me:"Okaythen.Thewayyoukeepcallingme



Sthandwasami.I'mmarriedPhila.Whatarewe

doingkahlekahle(exactly)?"

Phila:"Thereyougoagainmentioningthatguy

again.He'sanon-factor.ItoldyouI'mheretotake

youbackandImeanteveryword.Youjustsitback

andwatch."

Hekissedmyforehead.Thesmellofhiscologne

andhuswarmarmsjustmademefeellikethe

futureisbright.Icanfeelit.Ihavealottoget

through,butIknowIwillbeabletodoit.Ihave

beenthroughalot,whatmorecanbreakme?

Gog'Khanyi:(knocking)"Koko,ngingangenana

(Knockknock,mayIcomein)?Phelaangifuni

ukubonaabantwanabamibanqunu(Idon'tneetto

seemyownchildrennaked)."

Webothlaughed.



Phila:"Haibo,gogo.Youcancomein."

Gog'Khanyi:"Hai,onsecondthoughtsletmerather

not.Umamezalawami(mymotherinlaw)always

usedtotellmethatapersonshouldnevermakeita

habittoenteramarriedcouple'sbedroom.Ukudla

sekuready(Foodisready).Ningeza(Youmay

comedown).

Iheardfootstepsmovingfurtherindicatingshe

waswalkingdownthestairs.

IlookedatPhilaandhewassmiling.

Me:"Gogothough.Really?Marriedcouple?"

Phila:"Onestepatatime,babywami(mybaby).One

stepatatime.Comelet'sgodownstairsbefore



uGogocomesback.Youmustbestarving."

CometothinkofitIhardlyateanythingtoday.I

actuallyamstarving.Weheadeddownstairstothe

diningareaandIsawGogohadalreadydishedup

forusandopenedherbottleofPinotage.

TheonePhilagotforher.Shesawuscomingand

shesmiledbroadlyopeningherarmsformetohug

her.Youwouldswearshewasn'tintearsawhileagi.

Wehugged.

Gog'Khanyi:"Oh,mntwanawami(mybaby)Howare

youfeelingmanje(now)?Ipromiseyou,youwillget

throughthis,mybaby.RememberwhyInamedyou

Ziyanda."

Me:(Ismiledfaintly.)"Yebo(Yes),Gogo.Iwillbe

okay.Let'seat,I'mstarving."



AsalwaysPhilapulledthechairformeandIsat.I

lookedupathimandsmiled.Gogowasstaringat

ussmiling.

Gog'Khanyi:"Uyabonake(Youseenow),Ziyanda.

That'showamanshouldtreatyou.Notthatlousy

Lunga.Allhe'severcapableofdoingismakingyou

crymxm.Speakingofwhich,hehasbeencalling.I

toldhimyou'renotwellandthatyouwillbesleeping

heretonight.HeinsistedoncomingandItoldhimif

heeversetsfoothereIwillunleashmygunonhim.

Sorelax,hewon'tbecoming."

Hearinghersayingthatactuallymademelaugha

bit.IwasabitrelievedthatIwon'tbespendingthe

nightathome.I'mjustabitsadbecauseIdidn'ttell

Mam'MasangothatIwon'tbecominghome.Poor

womanprobablycookedfornothing.

Gog'Khanyi:"Oh,Icanseeunestressngo(you're

stressingover)Mam'Masango.Don'tworry,Icalled



herandtoldheryou'resleepinghereandIgaveher

thenightoff."

Ilaughedabit.

Me:"Haibo,Gogo.Sincewhendoyougive

Mam'Masangoinstructions?Sheworksformeand

she'syourfriend."

Gog'Khkanyi:"Exactly.MYfriend.Khululeka(Relax).

Enoughaboutallthis.Let'sprayandblessourfood

beforemywineishisa(getswarm)."

PhilaandIchuckled.Gogomadeaprayerandwe

starteddiggingin.

Gog'khanyi:"So,Ziyanda,mychild.Haveyoustarted

packingforyourtriptoCapeTownwithPhila?"



Wow.Sheevenknowsaboutthat.Thesetwotalk

abouteverything.It'salittleannoying.

Me:"HaoGogo.It'sonlyTuesday,andbesides,we're

onlyleavingFridayafterworkandthetripisonlyfor

twodays.SizobuyangoSunday(We'recoming

backonSunday)."

Phila(chippingin):"ActuallySthandwasami(My

love),we'reonlycomingbackonMondayevening."

Ilookedathimsurprised.

Me:"Oh,uhmokay.Iforgottobookaticket.Ihope

they'llhavespaceforus."

Gogo:(chuckled)"YaziwenaZiyandayoucanbeso

slowattimes.Ucabangaukuthi(Youreallythink)

youwillbebookingflightswithPhilabyyourside?"



Ilookedather,thenatPhilaconfusedandraised

myeyebrow.

Phila:"KhululekaSthandwawami(Relax,mylove).

We'regoingtobeflyinginmyprivatejet."

DidhejustsayMYprivatejet?Wow.Philamustbe

loadednow.ImeanIknowLungaisloaded,buthe

alwayshiresaprivatejet.Hedoesn'townone.I'm

impressed.Fromapoorkasiboytoarich

millionaire.

Me:"Howrichareyou?"

Helaughedwithhishandcoveringhismouthtrying

nottospillfood.

Phila:"I'mnotrich,Sthandwasami.I'mwelloff."



Me:"Hmm.Modestarewe?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Andthat'soneofthereasonswhyI

havealwayslovedhim.Youtwowillmakegreat

parentsonedayuzobona(you'llsee)"

Thatlaststatementputabitofadamperinmy

mood,butItriednottoshowit.I'vehadsuchan

emotionalturnofeventstodayIreallydon'tneedto

cryanymore.Thiswineisgoingdownwell,Phila

mustknowhisstuff.Afterall,hewashidingoutin

Italyalltheseyears.Youcaneventellbytheclothes

hewears.Allhissuitsseemcustommadeandhave

thatItalianfeeltoit.

Thethreeofushadsuchagreattime.Itfeltso

goodtobeinmygranny'spresenceasalways,but

thistimeitwasextraspecialbecausePhilawas

there.JustlikethegoodolddayswhenPhilawould



befixingsomethingbrokeninthehouseformy

grannywhilesheandIcookedtogether.

WewouldalwayshavedinnertogetherwithPhila

wheneverIcametovisit.SowhatifI'maproduct

ofrape?Itreallydoesn'tdefineme.Yes,itstings

likeabitch,butatleastIamsurroundedbyloving

andsupportivepeople.Istilldon'tknowhowPhila

andIaregoingtoworkout.WhatamIevensaying?

We'renotevenacouple.IguessI'llhavetotrust

himasGogoandMam'Masangokeepsaying.

Afterdinner,Gogosaidshewantstohaveanearly

nightsoIofferedtocleanup-wellPhilainsistedon

helpingme.ImadeamentalnotetoaskPorscheif

thisiswhatloveisbecausesheandRobertliterally

doeverythingtogether.SpeakingofPorscheshe

musthavebeenblowingmyphonethinkingI'm

ignoringher.Wehaven'tspokenalldayandI'm

prettysureshewillbegivingmeapieceofhermind

tomorrowatwork.



IrealizePhilahasbeenwipingafterIwashedand

heisstaringatme.

Phila:"UcabanganikangagaSthandwasami(What

areyouthinkingof,mylove)?"

Me:"Oh,justthinkingaboutPorscheandhowshe

probablythinksI'mignoringher."

Phila:(laughing)"Relaxaboutthatone.She'sbeen

yourfriendsinceforever.Youshouldbeusedtoher

bynow.Don'tfrettoomuch,you'llmakeituptoher

atworktomorrow."

Me:"Iguessyou'reright.Speakingofwork,Ididn't

bringanyclothesfortomorrow.Iwon'tevenmakeit

intimetogohomeandchange."



Phila:"Leavethattome.I'llcallFrancesca.Since

we'reinSandtonwecandropbySandtonMall.She

ownsoneoftheboutique'sthere.She'llmakeaplan

forus,don'tworry."

Eish,thisguy.He'sdoingthingstomeyazi.His

thoughtfulnessandunderstandingnature.Old

habitsdiehardIguess.

Me:"Thankyou."

Phila:"Don'tyouworrySthandwasami.Thedishes

isnothing.Mywomanshouldn'tdoeverythingin

thehouse.Mydutyistobeyourbetterhalf,todo

everythingwithyoubyyourside.Mywomanwill

neverbeaslave,especiallywhileI'malive."

Me:"I'mnottalkingaboutthedishes.I'mtalking

aboutyou.Thankyouforbeingsounderstanding

andkindtome."



Phila:"I'monlynicetothoseIloveSthandwasami.

Youarethetoprecipientofallthat.(Hesmiledand

gavemeawarmhug.)Let'sheadtobed,it'sgetting

lateandIdon'twantmynewstafftothinkI'm

alreadyslacking.

Igavehimaweirdlook.

Phila:"Yini(What)?"

Me:"Yousaid"let's"gotobed.Areweseriously

goingtoshareabed?Worstpartinmygogo's

house?"

Phila:"Oh,yesSthandwasami.IpaidR10000lobola

alreadybackinthedaysopractically,you'remy

wife."



Helaughedinsuchasinistermanner.Philathough.

Ididn'twanttooverthinkaboutsharingabedwith

anotherman-myexontopofthat.ButIdecidedto

lethimbe.

Me:"You'rejustluckyI'minnomoodtoargue.I'm

onlysharingabedwithyoubecauseofthat."

Phila:(chuckling)"Deepdownuyazi(youknow)that

you'resharingabedwithmewillingly.Butdon't

worry,Iwon'tdoanythingtoyou,Ipromise."

Weheadedupstairstooneofthebedrooms,the

oneIwassleepinginearlieron.Itactuallyusedto

bemybedroomwheneverIcametovisit.Gogo

didn'tchangeitmuch,shealwayssaysyoucan

neverputapriceonmemories.

Philatookhishisclothesoffandwasonlyleftinhis

underwear.Icouldn'thelpbutadmirethis



masterpiecestandinginfrontofme.Hehad

musclesinalltherightplaces-nottoobuff,hewas

justperfectlycarved.Whichtellsmeheworksout-

ALOT.Isawhispenispokingoutfromhis

underwearandI'mnotveryexperiencedonsize,but

Icantellthereisonehugesnakeunderneathall

thatcloth.

Porschealwayssaysyoucanestimateaman's

penissizebycheckinghisbuldge.Igulpedand

swallowedhard,allthisismakingmesuper

uncomfortableandIthinkhenoticedbecauseIwas

stillfullyclothedwithoutmyshoes.

Phila:"Don'ttellmeyou'regettinginbedwithyour

dresson."

Ilookeddownandfiddledwithmyhands.Ialways

sleepinmypajamasandmyownhusbandhasn't

reallyseenmenaked,sohowwillIevenbegintodo

thiswithPhila?



Phila:(walkingtowardsmeandholdingmy

hands)"Yini,Yaya(Whatisit,Yaya).Talktome.I

toldyouIwon'ttouchyouandImeantit.Ireally

wantto,butIwon't.I'mapatientman,soifit'ssex

you'reworriedabout,relax.Wewon'tdoanything.

I'mnotthatkindofman,youofallpeopleshould

know."

Me:(lookingdown)"It'snotthat.It'sjust...I'venever...

I'veneversleptnakednexttoamanbefore.And

youandIbothknowI'mnotexactly"sexy".We've

bothgrownandI'mnotthesamesizeIwasback

then,I'mbigger.Alotbigger."

Phila:"Heh,Yaya.Lookatme.(Islowlylookedupat

him)it'sme,Phila.YoumeantotellmethatLunga

hasneverseenyounaked?"

Islowlylookeddownagainandshakedmyhead.



Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).Thatidiotdoesn't

knowbeautyevenwhenit'sstaringhimintheeye.

You'rebeautiful,you'vealwaysbeen.You'remy

beautifulBBBW."

Ilaughedatthat.

Me:"BBBW?Really?Youwatchporntoomuch."

Phila:(chuckling)"ItactuallystandsforBig,

Beautiful,Boldwoman.You'reatruedefinitionof

beauty,Yaya.Don'tletanyoneelsetellyou

otherwise.Andbesides,whatkindofmanwouldI

beifIallowedyoutosleepnakedwithmeinyour

state?I'mnotananimal.Justtakeoffthedressand

sleepinyourunderwear.It'sgoingtobelotmore

comfortable."

Iguesshehasapoint.Islowlytookoffmydress



notevenlookingathim.Iwasshakingabit

becauseIwasnervousAF.Hemustbesousedto

beautifulItalianwomenshapedlikegermancars

andhereIwas,ahippo.

Phila:"Youlookbeautiful.(Hekissedmyforehead)

OneofthesedaysIwillshowyouhowtoappreciate

allthis.Comelet'ssleep."

Heheldmyhandandwegotintobed.Heputmy

headonhischestandheldme.Ineedtogetusedto

this.It'ssuchanicefeeling.

Phila:"IloveyouZiyanda."

Me:"IloveyoutooPhila.Ialwayshave."

Sayingitbackfeltsoright.Forthefirsttimesince

Philaarrived,Ididn'tfeelanysenseofguiltor



betrayaltowardsmyhusband.Couldthisbeastart

toawholenewjourney?Imostcertainlyhopeso.

ChapterTen

Lunga

It's23:00atnightandI'vebeendrinkinginmystudy

sinceIgotbackfromvisitinguMa.Ican'teven

focusmuchnowadays,likewhatthefuckis

happening?Masaidshewouldaskhersangoma

formebutallthisshitisstressingmethefuckout.

IwasfinallyfallinginlovewithZee.Imeanshe'sa

bitfatbutnothingthegymcan'tfix.Shejustmakes

myheartfeelsowarmandfuzzyandIcan'tbelieve

Inevernoticedhowbeautifulhersmileis.

Eversincehergrandmothercalledtotellmethat

Ziyandaisnotwellandwillbesleepingatherhouse

tonight,I'vebeenfeelingagitated.Damn,that



womancanbeexasperating.Iknowshehasnever

likedme,shehasmadeitapointtoshowmeshe

justtoleratesme.

EversincethatfuckerPhilamadeamagical

appearance,Ihaven'tbeensleepingwell.Ican't

evenfocusatwork.

TomakemattersworseTonycan'tseemtofindout

anythingaboutthisguy.Allhisinformationseems

tobeprotectedbyfirewallafterfirewall.Whatthe

hellishehiding?Ineedenoughinformationto

convinceZeehe'sbadnewsbeforehemakesa

moveonher.

IaskedTonytoaskaroundandseewhathecan

findoutabouthim.Ikeepdialinghernumber

hopingthatmaybeshewouldanswerbutitjust

ringsunanswered,soIdecidetosendhera

messageinstead.Maybeitmightreincarnateher

loveforme.



Phila

It's2aminthemorning.I'mwokenupbyZee's

phoneringingoffthehook.Shame,she'ssound

asleepandcan'tevenhearit.Today'semotional

eventsprobablyworeherout.Herphonerings

againandIcheckit.Mxmit'sthatfuckerLunga.I

decidetoputitonsilentandansmscomesthrough.

LeBharidoesn'tgiveupstruandsincewhenishe

sopersistentandcaringwhenitcomestoZee?The

smsreads"MydarlingZee.Ihopeseuright.uGogo

toldmethatyou'renotwell.I'llcomeseeyou

tomorrowatwork.Iloveyou."Mxm.Thisguyis

testingmyballs.Idecidetodeletethatsms.Zeeis

mineandIwillmakesuresheleaveshischeating

ass.

Ikeepbrushingherbeautiful,sweetfacegently.

Lookingatherrightnowinhersexyunderwear.

Damnshe'ssosexy.She'salwaysbeenabiggirl,



butseeingherbeautifulbustybreastscuppedinher

braandherbeautifulbigandcurvyass,Ijustcan't

waittofinallymakelovetoher.Iwillmakesurethat

itfeelsliketheveryfirsttimeforher.Ourveryfirst

time.I'vebeengettinghardsomanytimes

throughoutthenightandIcanhonestlysaythatI

don'twishforthismomenttoend.IloveZeeso

muchthatIwishIcouldjustkeephertomyselffor

alleternity.

Gog'Khanyi

Ihavebeentossingandturningallnight.Itbroke

metoseemypoorZiyandasobroken,itliterallyfelt

likeapieceofmyhearthadbeenrippedoffandcan

neverbeputbacktogether.OnethingIamsure

greatfulforistheweightthathasbeenliftedoffmy

shoulders.Inolongerhavetocarrysuchaheavy

secret.Smallliesbecomebiggerliesandgivebirth

tosecrets.



Nowthatthat'soutoftheway,Ihavetodealwith

thatcheatingbastardLunga.Hedoesn'tknowme

thatone.Onesecretdown,onemoretogo.

Icheckthetimeandit's3am.It'stimeformy3am

prayer:

"DearLord,TheFatherofJesusChrist.Youarethe

Messiah,theGodofMercy,theGodofgrace.You

makeeverythingseempossibleinanimpossible

world.Ihumblemyselfbeforeyoulordandaskyou

topleaseprotectmybabyZiyanda.Protectherfrom

allevilanddangerandmostly,grantherallthe

blessingsshedeserves,ohLord.Pleaselether

overcomethishurdleinherlife.Ithankyouonce

againoh,LordforbringingPhilabackintoherlife.I

askyoutopleasegrantmemoreyearstoseeher

andherchildrenthroughlife.InJesusnameIpray,

Amen."

Ziyanda



I'mwokenupbyGogobangingonthebedroom

door.Imusthavereallybeenoutofitformenotto

hearmyalarmringing.

Gogo'Khanyi:(knockingonthedoor)"Vukaninina

(Wakeup,youtwo).Isikhathisokuyenzaabezukulu

bamises'phelile(Babymakingtimeisover).Timeto

gotowork.Hambaniniyogerezanjengabanye

abantu(Goandhustlelikeotherkids)."

PhilaandIburstoutinlaughterasweheardher

walkingaway.IrealizedmybrawasexposedandI

pulledthesheetsuptocoverme.

Phila:"Morning,SthandwaSami(Mylove).Youcan't

hidewhatI'vealreadyseen.Imustsay,youlook

goodhalfnaked.Ibetyoulookbettercompletely

naked."



Hesmiledandkissedmycheek.Icouldn'thelpbut

blush.

Me:"Goodmorningtoyoutoo."

Phila:"Beforeweheadouttogetreadyforwork,I

needtodiscusssomethingwithyouSthandwa

sami."

Isatupstraightandlookedathim.

Phila:"Nowthatwe'retogether,Ineedyoutodoone

forme.PleasestopsleepingwithLunga.Ican't

shareyouwithanyoneandleastofallhim."

Ilookedathimsurprised.It'snotlikeIactuallylook

forwardtosleepingwithLunga,butI'mstillhungup

onthetogetherpart.



Me:"Oh,sowe'retogethernow?Idon'tremember

youasking."Iblushed.

Phila:"Idon'thavetoask.AllingoodtimeSthandwa

sami(Mylove).Youjustwaitandsee.So,dowe

haveadeal?"

Me:"It'sokay,Phila.Yes,wehaveadeal.Iwon't

sleepwithhim,Ipromise."

Hesuddenlyhadexcitementwrittenalloverhis

face.Hekissedmycheekandhuggedme.

Phila:"Thankyou,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Letsgo

getready."

Wegotup,madethebedtogetherandwentto

separatebathroomstogetready.Philaofferedand

Iguesshediditoutofrespectsincehesawhow



uncomfortableIwasbeinghalfnakedlastnight.

WesaidourgoodbyestoGogoandofcourseshe

packedussomelunchandmadeuspromiseto

bringherTupperwareback.Wemadeourwayto

SandtonMallandenteredNicci,oneofthe

boutiquesthereandweweremetbyFrancesca,the

owner.Shelooksquitethin,withlong,blackhair

andgorgeousskin.Shemustbeinherlate50s,but

withgorgeous,longlegslikethatonecan'ttell.

Francesca:"Mamba,sogoodtoseeyouagain."

Mamba?Yohhaike.Philaneverceasestoamaze

me.Imadeamentalnotetoaskhimaboutthat

name.ShekissedPhilaonbothcheeks.I'veseen

thiskindofgreetingonItalianmovies.Ineedtoask

PhilaaboutItaly.I'veneverbeenthere.

Phila:"Francesca.Thefeelingismutual.Iwouldlove



tochat,butmybeautifulDea(GoddessinItalian)

ZiyandahereandIneedtogettowork.Youknow

Jo'burgtrafficisanightmareandweneedtomake

ittoPretoriainanhourandahalf."

Francesca:"Ofcourse,ofcourse."

Shetookmyhandandkissedthebackofmypalm.

Francesca:"SoyoumustbethelovelyZiyanda.

Mambahastoldmesomuchaboutyou.Hmm,

you'requiteadea(goddess)indeed.Mambanever

lies.Anyway,Iknewyouwouldbeinahurry,

Mamba,sotheoutfitsarepreparedforyouinthe

fittingrooms,asrequested."

Phila:"Thankyou,Francesca.Icanalwayscounton

you.Sthandwasami,let'sgogetdressedquickly.

YoufollowFrancescatoyourfittingroom.Wewill

meetagainouthereinafewminutes."



IfollowedFrancescatooneofthefittingrooms

whilePhilawenttooneonhisown.Heseemsto

knowhiswayaroundthisstorewhichmeanshe

comeshereoften.

IthankedFrancescaandclosedthedoor.There

wasasuitcoveronthebench.Rightnexttoitwas

Goldstrap-onheelsandagorgeousdiamond

necklacewithasmallnotethatreads"Ican'twaitto

seeyouinthis.Iknowyou'lllookamazinginit.P"

Okay,Philaisclearlyamanofmanytalentstohave

beenabletopullthisoffwhilesleeping.

Iopenedthecoverandsawthisbeautiful,

redrucheddresswithabeltthatgoestoonesideof

thewaist.I'minawe.Philaisjustamazing.Iputit

onandIcan'tbelievehowwellitfitsme.Eventhe

shoesaremyexactsize.HowdoesPhilaknowmy

sizebecauseInevertoldhim?Hecan'tbethat



observant.

Francesca:"Dea,comenow.Mambaisharassing

me.HethinksIgotyoukidnapped.Youneedtogo

now.Chopchop.Ohandleaveyouroldclothesin

there.Iwilltakecareofeverything."

FrancescaseemslikeyourtypicalItalianmafialady

withtheoutfit,highheels,jeweleryandall.Not

forgettingthehair.Shequiteacoarsevoice.Must

befromallthesmokingbecausethecigarettescent

isn'thardtomiss.Otherthanthat,sheseemslikea

veryniceladywithabubblypersonality.

IgotoutandfoundPhilawearingareallynicenavy

suitthathasItalianwrittenalloverit.Italymust

reallyfeellikehomeforhim.holdingadifferentbag

thantheoneIhadwalkinginhere.Hisfacelitup

whenhesawmeandIcouldn'thelpbutsmile.I

mightnothavemuchconfidencewithoutclothes,

butwearingsomethingthatmakesmefeelgood



makesmefeelconfident.

Phila:"YoulookamazingSthandwasami.Awu

shayeiturnaroundlaphosoIcanseeyouproperly."

Ilaughedandhissillyrequest,butIdiditanyway.I

mustsay,itfeelssogoodhavingamanappreciate

thewayIlook.

Phila:"Ican'twaittoshowyouoff.Let'sgo.

Francesca,Ioweyouone.Iwillsendpaymentlater

on."

Francesca:"Don'tbesilly.Takethisasawelcoming

gifttothelovelyDea.Don'tbeastranger.Ciao

Bella(Goodbye,beautiful)."

Shewavedgoodbyeblowingakissatusandwe

madeourwayoutofthemall.Luckilyveryfew



peopleweremakingtheirwaytothestoressono

onewouldnoticeme.

Wemadeittoworkandgreetedthesecurityguard

ondutyfortoday.NtatePhiriisoffonWednesdays

sothankgoodnessIdodgedthatbullet.Ihave

madesuchagoodimpressiononhimIwouldn't

wanthimtothinkanylessofmenow.Wegottothe

basementparking.Philatookoutagiftbackfrom

thebackseat.Thismanwillkeepmeonmytoes,he

neverrunsoutofsurprises.

Me:"What'sthatnow?"

Phila:"JustsomethingtomakePorschesmileso

shedoesn'tasktoomanyquestions."

Me:"Hao,Phila.Youcan'tbespoilingmyfriendssoo

much.Besides,you'remymanandshehashers."



Phila:(smiling)oh,soI'myourmannow.Hehe

Sthandwasami(Mylove)Youjustmademyday.

You'reclaimingme.Let'sgobeforepeopleseeus.

Gouptheliftfirst,I'llseeyouinabit."

Me:"Okay."

Iheadeduptofloor7asalways.ImustsayIreally

lookgood.Iaminlovewiththisoutfit.Ithinkit's

becausePhilaboughtandchoseitforme.This

feelsamazing.ItfeelslikeI'minmyownRomantic

movie.

ChapterEleven

AsIgotoutoftheliftIwasmetwithanunusual

scene.Lungawassittinginthewaitingarea

oppositePorsche.Isuddenlyfeltmyselfbeing

overcomebypanic.WhatifheknowswhatIgotup

tolastnight?HowwillIexplainmenotcomingback



hometochangeforwork?Ithoughtofgoingback

intothelift,butPorschealreadysawme.

Porsche:"Chomihle(Friend).Kgalekeemekawena

(I'vebeenwaitingonyou?.Etlamo(Comehere).I

haveyourmessagesrightherewithme."

Wow,thanksforexposingme,PortiaWilliams,I

thoughttomyself.AsIwalkedtowardsPorscheI

couldseeLunganoticingme.Heputhisphone

backinhispocketsandattemptedtogetup.Hehad

abunchoflilliesinhisotherhand.Helooked

dreadfulwithdarkcirclesunderneathhiseyesand

hesmelledlikeashebeen.ThisisnottheLungaI

know.

Porsche:(Whispering)"Goodmorninghle,

Khumbul'ekhaya(Imissmyhome).Monnawagoke

oleogoemetse(Yourhusbandhasbeenwaiting)."



AiPortia.

IwalkedtowardsLunga.

Me:"Lunga.Whatasurprise.Whatareyoudoing

here?"

Lunga:"Icamebytoseeifyou'reokay.Iboughtyou

these."(Handingmetheflowers)

Me:"Thankyou,butyoudidn'thaveto.I'mfine.You

couldhavejustcalled,youknowinsteadofdriving

allthewayhere."

Lunga:"Ididcallyou,butyouneveranswered.

Besides,CornwallHillisn'tthatfarfromhome."

Me:"Oh,sorry.Itmusthavebeenonsilent."



Ifeltalittlebitguiltyforlyingtohim.Hestoodthere

forawhilestaringatme.I'mnotusedtoLunga

staringatmelikethat.I'mnotusedtohimlooking

atmeatall.Idon'tknowifmaybethere'ssomething

wrongwithmeorwhatwhichcausedmetofrowna

bit.

Me:"Istheresomethingwrong?"

Lunga:"Thatdress.Itreallylooksgoodonyou."

Me:"Uhm,thankyou.Ihavetogettoworknow.I'll

seeyoulater."

AsIsaidthatPhilacameoutofthelift.Onecould

telljustbyhisamazingscent.AsIwasstaringat

him,Lungadidtheunexpected.Heheldmebymy

faceandkissedme.Iwassosurprisedand

shockedIpulledoutandhehuggedme.Lungahas



beenactingreallyweirdthepastfewdays.Thenext

thingIdidn'tseePhilaanymore.Iturnedmyhead

andsawhimwalkingtowardshisoffice.

Me:"Okay,byenow,Lunga.Ngizokubonalater,

angithi(I'llseeyoulater,right)?"

Lunga:"Sure."Hewalkedawaylookingrather

disappointed.Iwasn'tevenconcernedabouthim.I

wasratherworriedaboutPhila.Dammit,howdoI

explainthatkisstohim?ImeanIjustclaimedhim

thismorningandnowhesawmekissingmy

husband.ThisisalotmoremessedupthanI

thought.Ihavetofixthis.Iattemptedtowalktohis

office,butPorschestoppedme.

Porsche:"Hehbanna,Khumbul'ekhaya!Okasendiri

sone(Youcan'tdothistome).Youavoidand

ignoremycalls,youwalkinherelookinglikea

millionbucks,yoursemidrunkuselesshusband

decidestobringyouflowerswhichtellsmeyou



didn'tsleephome,yourex

boyfriend/boss/boyfriendtobe/husbandtobe

givesmethiscuteGivenchyhandbagasagift

probablytotryandsmoothtalkmeintonotbeing

madatyouandyouruinallofitbykissingyour

husbandinfrontofhim?Outwithit,Zee.Goetsa

galaeng(What'shapoening)?Andyouwon'tdodge

methistime."

Me:"I'llexplaineverythingduringlunch.Orderus

somepizzaorsomethingandcometomyoffice."

IleftherthereandhurriedtoPhila'soffice.I

knockedsoftly,buthedidn'trespond.Iknocked

again.

Phila:"Whoeveritis,I'mbusy."

Okay,that'scold.Idecidetotakemychancesand

openthedooranyway.



Phila:"ItoldyouI'mbusy."Hesaidthatwithouteven

lookingatme.

Me:"Phila,canwetalk?"

Phila:"Notnow,Mrs.Nqcobo.Ihaveimportant

matterstosettlerightnow.Perhapslater.(Hedialed

hisworkphone)Mrs.Williams,pleasedon'tlet

anyonethroughtomyoffice,unlesstheyhavean

appointment."

Porsche:"Surething,Mr.P"

Hestilldidn'tevenlookatme.Ifeltdyingrighton

thatfloor.Himignoringmeflatlywassopainful,I

justfroze.IthinkherealizedIwasstillthereandhe

lookedup.



Phila:"Areyoustillhere?"

Okay,wow.Thatwasjusttheicecreamtip.Atear

betrayedmeandfelldownmycheeck.Theflowers

inmyhandsfellonthefloor.IhadevenforgottenI

stillhadthem.Ididntevenbotherpickingthemup,I

Don'tevenlikelilliestobeginwith.Ijustopened

thedoorandranout.Ididn'tevenbotherclosingit

behindme.AsIwaswalkingtowardsmyofficewith

myheaddowntryingtowipeawaymytears,I

bumpedintoNoziphowalkingtowardsme.I

assumeshe'sheadedtoPhila'soffice.

Nozi:"Well,well,well.Ifitisn'tlittleMs.Sunshine,

theboss'pet."

Me:"Oh,wouldyoujustfuckoffandleavemethe

fuckaloneNozipho!"

AtthatpointIdidn'tevencareifshesawmecrying.



I'maverysoftperson,butifyoumakemeangry,I

blowup.GogoalwayssaidI'matickingtimebomb

andonedayIwillexplode.Icarriedonwalkingto

myofficeandshutthedoorbehindme.Isatinmy

chairandsobbed.ThePhilaIsawrightnowisoneI

haveneverseenbefore.I'veseenhimbecomea

monsterwithotherpeoplebeforeinthepast,bit

neverwithme.Couldthisperhapsbethe'Mamba'

Francescawasreferringto?"

Lunga

AsIwalkedbacktomycarfromthe7thfloor,Iwas

leftdefeated.Zeelookedsodifferent,almostasif

she'sglowing.Imeanshehadawholenewoutfiton.

Icantellmythesmell.Newclothesalwayshave

thatcertainsmell.Ihaveneverseenherradiateso

much.CoulditbethatInevernoticed?Isawthat

fuckerPhilaandthewayhelookedatmewhileI

washuggingZeehasconfirmedmysuspicions.

Thatguyisouttogetwhat'smine.



WhatsurprisesmeisthatIdon'tseeZee'sRange

Roverparkedheresomyquestionis,wheredidshe

reallygoyesterday?IneedsomeanswerssoI

decidetodialTony.

Lunga:"Tony,injayami(mydog).Ineedyoutotrack

Zee'scarforme.Checkit'swhereaboutsfrom

yesterdayafternoontilnow."

Tony:"Shobozza(Sure,boss).Holdonletme

check."

Afteraboutfiveminuteshegavemefeedback.

Tony:"ShoBozza(Sure,boss).Yesterdaythecar

wasparkedatherworkplace,butat3pmthecaris

seenmovingforabout30minutesandwasparked

attheCenturionDam.It'sstillparkedthere."



WhatthefuckisZee'scardoingatCenturionDam?

Lunga:"Whatthehellishappening?Allthisdoesn't

makesense."

Tony:"Don'tstress,Bozza.IcangetTswaizatolook

intoitandgogetitcheckedout."

Lunga:"Shothanks,Tony.Icanalwayscountonyou

Brayami."

Ihungup.IdecidedtodrivetoworkwhileIthinkof

allthiscrazyshithappeningtome.Mahadbetter

comeupwithaplanandfast.

ChapterTwelve

Ziyanda



Afterthismorning'sevents,Itriedworkingona

previewtoshowMr.BrenneronFriday.Despitethe

migraineIfeelcoming,Imanagedtodosomething.

AsIwasdeepinthoughts,Porschewalkedinwith

twoboxesofDebonairsPizza,twobottlesof

sparklingwaterandsomecaramelchocolate

cupcakesfromWoolworths.Talkaboutcomfort

food.

Sheputthefoodonthetableandstaredatme.

Porsche:"Kereadygewenaolereadygobuwa

akerechomi(I'mreadywheneveryou'rereadyto

talk,friend)."

Shekeptquietandstartedeating.Ialsostarted

diggingin.Seeingthatfoodmademesuperhungry.

Imadeadeepsigh.Itoldhereverythingthat

happenedyesterdayatGogo'shouse,including



sharingabedwithPhila.

Allthiswhilesheneverinterruptedme.Porsche

mightbetalkative,butshesagreatandattentive

listener.Istillaskmyselfwhyshenevermajoredin

PsychologyinsteadofPublicRelations.Icouldfeel

thetearsbuldingupagainandassoonasminefell

offmycheek,shecriedtoo.

Porsche:"Oh,chomi(friend).Ihopeyouknowthat

keagoratahle(Iloveyou).Youmeansomuchto

meandthatdoesn'tchangeanythingakere.You're

beautifulandsmartandyou'rejustsimply

amazing."

Me:(wipingmytears)"Thankyouchomi.Lenna

keagorata."

Porsche:"Enoughaboutthesadstuff.Now,tellme

whyyouwerecryingthismorning."



Me:"Whotoldyou?Ai,maraPhilaonalemolomo."

Porsche:"Actually,IheardNoziboastingaboutit.

ShewastellingeveryoneintheofficeuntilItoldher

wheretogetoffleboer-figure(flatassfigure)."

Ilaughedoutloud.Porscheisfunnyshame.

Me:"Chomiman.Otlogelanengdiinsults(When

willyoustopwiththeinsults)?"

Porsche:"Thedayshedies.Nowoutwithit.What

happened?"

Me:"Well,Lungacameunanouncedandstarted

actingweirdandkissedmeoutodtheblue.The

nextthinghehuggedme.IfiguredPhilamightbe

upsetsoIwenttocheckonhimandtotrytalkingto



himinhisoffice.You,Porsche.HewascoldAF.He

didn'tevenbotherlookingatmeorhearingwhatI

hadtosay."

Porsche:"Byanonglewenayoujustlefthisoffice

likethatwallaallmorningmorning?"

Me:"WhatwasIsupposedtodo?Hebasicallytold

metofuckoffinamorepolitemanner."

Porsche:"Ai,waitse(youknow)Zee,oslowchomi

yakashem(youcanbesoslowattimesmyfriend).

IfIdidn'tloveyouIwasgoingtodivorceyoulong

timenana.IfIwereyou,Iwasgoingtolockthat

door,takeoffmydress,putonelegontopofhis

desk,diponefingerinmypussyandlickitandask

himifhewassurethathewantedmetoleave?"

Ijustburstoutlaughing.Porscheiscrazy.Ijust

knewshewouldsaysomethinghilarious.Porsche



alwayscomesupwiththemostridiculousideas,

justlikehernickname.Backinhighschool,oneof

theteachersusedtoflirtwithhersomuchbecause

ofherbody.Sheisnotbigandnotsmalleither,with

averypetitebody;smallbreastsandanicesmall

asswithcutecurves.

Thatteacherwasquiteapervert,butPorschecould

handlehim.Soonedayhesaidtoherthatherbody

issounique,tinyyetcomfortableanditcanmake

anymanreachhismaximumspeedwithingless

thanaminutejustbydrivingher.Hesaid"your

bodyissobeautifullydesigned,justlikeaPorsche".

HernameisPortia,shethoughtitwouldbeagreat

combination,soitstucklikeglue.

Porsche:"Wenawatshamekashame(Youlike

playing).NnaIdon'tplaywaitselewena(Idon't

olayandyouknowthat).SomegoodoldZiyanda

pussywillstophimfromthiswholesulkingepisode.

Onaseriousnotethough,he'llgetoverit.It'snot



likehedidn'tknowyou'remarriedandthathe

wouldn'thavetocompetewithyourhusband.This

isagreatwaytoseehowfarhe'swillingtogotobe

withyousohe'llcomearound,you'llsee."

Me:"hai,maralewenaPorschewaebitsa

competition(No,man,Porsche,you'reactually

callingitacompetiton)?"

Porsche:"Itiswhatitis,sesi."

Me:"Iwantedtoaskyou,howdoyouknowthata

manisreallyintoyouandnotinfatuatedbyyou?I

meanPhilahasbeenthemostcaringand

understandingpersoneversincehecameback.I

meanlastnightafterdinnerhehelpedmetidyup

andwashthedishesandthismorning,hehelped

memakethebed.Getthis,heorganisedmywhole

outfitformeatNiccisinceIcouldn'tgobackhome

andchange.He'sfriendswiththeowner."



Porsche:(Flabbergasted)"Eng?!Thismanisloaded

mos.Healwaystoldyouhewouldmakeenough

moneyforyousothatyouwouldn'thavetowork.

Letsatsilagohlabelangwanyana(Betterdaysare

comingforyou,girl).Anyway,well,amanwho's

reallyinlovewithyouwillshowit.Hewillgotothe

endoftheoceanjustforyou.

Hewillneverputyoudown,neverharmorhurtyou

intentionallyandmostimportantly-he'llneverabuse

you.Amanwholovesyouwillneverbetrayyour

trust,putyoudownandwillalwayslistentoyou.In

thiscase,webothknowthatPhilalovesyou,girl.

Healwayshasandhehasneverstopped.Hehas

comebacktotakewhatshis.Thequestionis:Are

youpreparedtogoalloutandchoosehim?"

Wow.Porschehassaidamouthful.Whatshe

describedisquitetheoppositeofLunga.



Me:"Iam,friend.I'vebeenwithLungaforsixyears

now.Sure,Ididn'tlovehim,butItried,Ireallytried.I

feellikeIhavesacrificedsomuchforhimthatitis

reallytimeformetochooseme."

Porsche:(ululating)"ModimoleBadimobaphela

lena(Godandtheancestorsarealive,guys)!Ihave

waitedforyoutosaythateversinceyougot

marriedtotonkielaLunga."

Shegotupandstarteddancingandsnappingher

fingersinajollyway.

Porsche:"Bytheway,oebonetonkiyagao?Yesses

neankgabjalamonna(Gosh,hesmelledlike

seriousbooze).Kesuregaasohlapethismorning

(Ibethedidn'tevenbothertobathethismorning)."

Shelaughedoutandcausedmetoburstoutin

laughteruntilIwasintears.Wedidn'tevenrealize



wewerebeingabitloud.Thenextthingweknew,

myofficedoorflungopenanditwasNozi.This

chickissoannoyingokare(like)awoman's

monthlyperiod.

Nozi:"Lunchtimeisoverandnihlelilana(you're

sitting)makingnoise.Wena,Portia,who'sminding

thedeskwhileyou'reheregossiping?"

Porsche:"Ai,ai,aiman.BanyanabagotswaDurban

lebjangna(Whatkindofgirlsareyougirlsfrom

Durban)?Youshouldreallygobackhomesome

timeandgotothebeachohlapasenyama(andgo

removeyourbadluck).Youmightcomebackanew

person."

Icouldn'thelpbutlaughevenfurther.

Nozi:"Mxm.WenaZiyanda,thebossislookingfor

you.Probablywantstomakeyoucryagain."



Sheclosedthedoorandleft.

Porsche:"Oneofthesedaysmysize3footwillbe

upherass.Itoldyouhewouldcomearound.Osa

emetseng?Gobeforehechangeshismind.I'llclean

upherebeforeIheadbacktomystation."

Ifixedmydressalittlebitandwalkedout.Idreaded

lookingathimthewholetimeIwaswalkingtohis

office.Ireallywon'tbeabletohandleanothercold

responsefromhim.Whilewalkingtowardshis

office,NozigavemeasmirkandIjustignoredher.

Oneofthesedaysthischickwillbetherecipientof

mywrathItellyou.Ireachhisofficedoor.Myheart

startsracing.Itakeadeepbreathandknocksoftly.

Phila:"Comein."

IwalkinandIseehimlookingsosad.Okay,thisis



totallydifferentfromthePhilaIsawthismorning.I

don'tevenknowwhattosay.I'mactuallyafraidof

sayinganythingsoIjuststareathimafterclosing

thedoor.

Me:"Nozisaidyouwerelookingforme."Isayina

low,shakyvoice.

Hegotupandwalkedtowardsme.Heheldbothmy

handsandbenddowninfrontofmeonbothknees.

AwholemanontheofficecarpetinanItaliansuit.

Talkaboutremorseful.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).I'mreallysorry

aboutwhatIdidtoyouearlier.Ireallyshouldn't

have.Ifeellikecompleteshit,especiallyafterNozi

hasbeentellingeveryoneshesawyoucryingand

yourfacewasredandswollen."

Mxm.Noziphohasbeenonmyasssincedayone.I



reallyneedaplantoputherinherplaceorelseone

ofusmustgo.

Phila:"It'sjustthat...WhenIsawyouwithhimIfelt

sojealousandwhenhekissedyouIjustcouldn't

handleit.Iknowhe'sstillyourhusbandandIhave

tosortldrespectthat.I'msorryforbeingso

childishaboutit,butImeantwhatIsaid.Iwon'tbe

abletoshareyou,babywami(mybaby).Yaya,

pleaseforgiveme.Iwon'tdoitagain,Ipromise."

Lookingdownathim,Iactuallysawtruthinhiseyes.

MyGogoalwayssaysthatyoushouldseekthe

truthinaperson'seyes.AtthatmomentIsaw

nothing,butthetruthandremorse.

Me:"It'sokay,Nokosenye.Ijustfeltsopainedwhen

youtreatedmeinsuchacolemanner.Pleasedon't

doitagain.YouknowIcryeasily.Iforgiveyou.Now

pleasegetup.That'sadesignersuitbakithi(for

goodnesssake)."



Helaughedsoftlyandthereitwas.Theradiant,

happyfaceI'musedtoisback.Hegotupand

huggedme.

Phila:"Thankyou,Sthandwasami(Mylove).I

promiseyouthiswillallbeoversoon.Youjusthave

tobearwithhimalittlelonger."

Me:"MayIaskwhy?Imeanyou'rebackandmy

familyisnolongerathreattoyousowhycan'tIjust

packupandleavehimandbewithyou?"

Phila:"BecauseLungaisdangerousSthandwasami.

Bothhimandhismother.I'mnotafraidofthem,but

I'mafraidtheymightdosomethingtoyouifthey

findoutaboutus.I'mstilltryingtofigureoutwhyhe

issohunguponmakingyoustaywithhim.I'm

workingonit,Sthandwasami.Justpleasebe

patientandhanginthere.Ipromiseyou'llbemine



officiallysoonandthistimeI'mnotwastingany

timeI'mmarryingyouonthespot."

Ilaughedalittle.Philathough.I'mnotsureifI

wouldbereadytojumpfromonemarriagetothe

next,butwewillsee.

Phila:"Oh,bytheway.Iseeyouhaveatherapy

sessionscheduledtomorrowwithyourtherapist.

CanIcomewithyou?"

Ilookedathimpuzzledandmadeaface.

Me:"Howdidyouknowaboutthat?"

Phila:"Itoldyou,Yaya.I'mamanofmanytalents.

Stickwithmeandyou'llsee."



Okay.Iseehereallywantstodothis.OnlyGogo

hasbeentoasessionwithme.Nooneelse.Not

evenLungahasofferedtogowithme.

Me:"Okaythen.Youcancomewithme."

Hesmiledbroadlyandkissedmyforehead.

Phila:"Thankyou,Sthandwasami.Gobacktoyour

officebeforetheofficegossipstarts.I'llseeyou

later."

HewinkedatmeandIwalkedout.Iwalkedbackto

myofficeandgaveNoziasmirk.Shethoughtshe

couldmakethewholeofficegossipaboutmeand

getawaywithit?Shame.Icouldshewasirritated

bymysmileandThatolookedatmeandthenather

confused.Igotintomyofficeandclosedthedoor

behindme.IsmiledjustthinkingaboutPhila.I

guessI'minlove.Idecidetotryandfinishafewof



mydesignproposalsbeforeknockofftime.

Zodwa

IfinallydecidedtocallNomsatoaskherabout

Phila.Sheowesmeagoodexplanationthisone.

Angazongijwaelakabi.Herphoneringstwiceand

sheanswered.

Nomsa:"Ufunani(Whatdoyouwant)?"

Zodwa:"Haibo,Nomsa.That'snowaytogreetyour

fellowsisterman.Kantiyiningawe?"

Nomsa:(Irritated)"Ngithe,ufunani(Isaidwhatdo

youwant)?I'mbusyZodwaandIdon'thavetimefor

chitchat."



Zodwa:(ClappinghandsmuchtoNomsa's

annoyance)"Heh!WehMa(Wow)!Soit'struewhat

theysay?Imaliiyagezana(moneychangesa

person)shame.Notsolongagobeudingaifive

million(youneededfivemillion)frommeandnow

thatyougotityou'reactinglikeyou'rebetterthan

me?"

Nomsa:"Ag,YaziniZodwa(youknowwhat,Zoswa).

Thatwasyearsago.Anditwasn'tyourmoney,it

wasyourhusband'smoney.Soifyou'renotgoing

totellmeanythingvaluableduringthisphonecall

ofyours,I'mhangingup."

JustasshewasabouttohangupZodwashocked

herwithsomenews.

Zodwa:"Yeywena.Whydidn'tyoutellmePhilais

back?Youtoldmehedied."



Nomsawasstartledandkeptquietforawhile.

Zodwa:"IseeIgotyourattentionnowthatthat

smartmouthofyourisoutofwords."

Nomsa:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?uPhiladied.I

madesureofthat."

Zodwa:"Well,it'seitheryouthinkI'mstupidorthe

PhilaZwanethat'sintownmustbeanimpersonater.

UngazodlalangamiNomsa(Don'tmesswithme,

Zodwa).Wehadadeal;Youtookthemoneyin

exchangeforZiyanda.Nowthatboyisbackand

messingupallourplans.

YouknowthatZiyandahasroyalbloodandLunga

needstosacrificeherfirstbornsoninordertostay

rich.Ifthatdoesn'thappen,unyilekesisi(you'rein

shit,sister).Don'tmakemerevealyourbigsecret

yezwa?WebothknowyouhadanaffairwithChief



Bekumuzi'ssonandifyourhusbandfoundoutit

wasallalie,Ican'timaginewhathewouldtoyou."

Nomsakeptquietforawhilebreathingonthe

phone.BynowIcantellshe'sscared.There'sno

wayoutforher.

Nomsa:"Areyouthreateningme,Zodwa?"

Zodwa:"Idon'tmakethreats,sweetheart,Imake

promisesandunlikeyouIkeepmine.Don'tmake

merepeatmyselfNomsa.Fixthisorelseyou'llfind

yourselfonthestreet."

Ihungupwithmuchsatisfactiononmyface.Now

thatIhaveNomsawhereIwanther,shejusthasto

finishthejob.Itookasipofmychampagneand

decidedtobaskinmyglory:Zodwa-1,Nomsa-0.

Theydon'tcallmeZodwaNqcobofornothing.



NomsaBhengu

AfterreceivingthatunpleasantcallfromZodwa,I

justcouldn'tthinkstraightanymore.Ievenhadto

cancelmymeetupwithmygirls.Whatthehellis

thatlowlifePhiladoingbackhere?Ispecifically

toldRonzatokillhim.Imademyinsructionsvery

clear.Ihavetogetholdofhim,IdidntpayhimR50

000fornothing.SoIdecidedtomakethecall.

Ronza:"Shosho,dimamzo.Kuhambani(Sure,sure,

ma.What'scooking)?"

Nomsa:"Yey,wena(hey,you),Ronza.Dimamzowa

masimba!Whycan'tyoudoanythingright?"

Ronza:"Hao,Dimamzo,jaive(what'stheproblem,

ma)?"



Nomsa:"Didn'tIgiveyouspecificinstructionssix

yearagotogetridofPhila?Nowwordisthathe's

aliveandwellandrighthereinSouthAfrica.Kanti

whyniuselesssoninaabafanabasekasi(Whyare

youkasiboyssouseless)?"

Ronza:(Puzzled)"Eish,Dimamzo.Hade(sorry),I

gaveSox20ktodothejob.Ihadajobtodothat

nightandIcouldn'tbeattwoplacesatthesame

time.Hade,Dimamzo(Sorry,ma)."

Nomsa:(Infuriated)"Yazi,Ronza(Youknow,Ronza).

Don'tpissmeoffmorethanyoualreadyhave.Fix

thismess.I'mgivingyoutwodays.Gofinishthejob.

Callmewhenyou'redone."

Ronza:"Shosho,dimamzo.Iwon'tletyoudownthis

time."

Nomsa:"Oh,andRonza.Ifyoudarefuckupthis



time,I'llgetridofyoumyself."

Ihunguphuffingandpuffinginfrustration.Ishould

havehandledthismyselfwhenIhadthechance.

ChapterThirteen

Ziyanda

It'sknockofftime.Thisdayhasbeenabittoobusy

forme,emotionally.AsIpackmybagandthinkof

goingbackhome,Isuddenlygetboredthinkingof

spendinganothernightwithLunga.ImeanIstill

needtofindoutwhyIwasmarriedofftohim.AsI

walkedoutofmyofficeathoughthitme.Oh,no!My

car.HowwillIgethome?JustthenPhilaappeared.

Phila:"Youtooklongenough.Ijustwantedtobring

youyourcarkeys."Hesaidthatwavingmykeys

withhisindexfinger.



Me:"Howdidyoudothat?Imeanmycarwasn't

herethismorningwhenwegotback."

Phila:"Frankdroppeditoffanhourago.Itoldyou,

I'mamanofmanytalents."

IsmiledasItookmykeysfromhim.

Phila:"I'mgoingtomisssleepingnexttoyou.It

won'tbeformuchlonger,Sthandwasami."Hesaid

kissingthebackofmyhand.

Aswewalkedouttowardstheliftwebumpedinto

Porsche.

Porsche:"Hello,baratani(lovebirds).Whatalong

daythishasbeenbakithi(guys).Bytheway,chomi,

BelindaandKeleaskedifwecoulddolunchor



dinnertomorrowevening.Sinceyouweren't

respondingtotheWhatsApptextstoday,Isaidwe'd

dodinneratyourhousetomorrowevening."

AsIwasabouttoanswerIsawPorscherollingher

eyesandPhilatightenedhisjawatthatstatement.

What'supwithhimbytheway?He'sneverliked

Belinda,butdoeshehaveaproblemwithKele?

Me:"Ah,it'sokay,chomi.I'mgoingtotherapysoI

mightbeabitdelayedbutdinnersoundsfun."

Porsche:"FunkaBelindaI'mnotsure,butanywayI'll

bringthefoodanddrinks.Wenahosterfela(You

justhavetobethehost).Belindakeptinsistingon

thismeetupforwhatakitsi(Idon'tknow).But

anyway,I'msktired.I'llseeyouguyskaosane

(tomorrow).Byeee."

Weallwentourseparatewaysintoourcars.Imust



sayIfeelabitsaddenedthatI'mnotleavingwith

Phila.Callmeweird,butthat'sjusthowIfeel.I

drovehomelisteningtosomernbmusic,buteven

thatmademymoodquitesombre.Forsomereason

itfeltlikesomeonewasfollowingme.Thisred

BMWwasbehindmeandeverytimeImadeaturn,

sodidthedriver.OnceIturnedaroundthecornerof

myhouse,thecartookaturnintoanotherstreet.

MaybeI'mjustoverthinking.

Igotintothehouseandwasmetwithalovely

aroma.IseeMam'Masangocookedalovelymeal

tonight.Onceagain,Iammetwithadecorated

dinnertable,withwhiterosesononesideofthe

table.Itriedtolookaroundandseeif

Mam'Masangowashome,butIassumeLungagave

heranearlynightoff.Lungacamefromthekitchen

wearingaverynicetuxedoandabottleofwinein

hishands.

Lunga:"Goodevening,mydarlingwife."



Hekissedmycheekwhichcaughtmebysurprise.

WhatisLungaplayingat?

Me:(skeptical)"Uhm,hi."

Lunga:"Howwasyourday?"

AsIwasabouttoanswerhecutmeoff.

Me:"Itwas-"

Lunga:"Youknowwhat?Don'ttellmenow.Iranyou

abubblebath,sogotakeabaththenyoucantell

meallaboutitduringdinner."

Ilookedathimandhelookedmuchbetterthanthis

morning.Hestillhadsomeeyebags,butheseems



tohavecleanedup.Ismiledandwalkedtowards

thebedroom.Iputmybagonmysideofthebed

andtookoffmyshoes.JustasItookoutmyphone

tochargeitabit,IreceivedamessagefromPhula

whichbroughtabroadsmiletomyface.

"Ihopeyougothomesafely,Sthandwasami(My

love).Idontmeantoscareyou,butthere'sared

BMWfollowingyou.I'monit,dontworry.Ifyousee

ittomorrowonyourwaytoworkpleasecallme

rightaway.Ican'twaittoseeyoutomorrow.

Goodnightmamawebantwanabami(Goosnight,

motherofmykids)."

Ismiledandputmyphoneonthecharger.Igotinto

thebathroomandthereweresmallscentedcandles

allaroundthebathtubandsomewhiterosesonthe

bubblesinthewater.

Thisguyandwhiteflowers.Igetinthewaterand

forsomereasonit'swarm.HowdidheknowI

wouldbehomeatthistime?Perhapshetimedme.



Letmenotpondermymindtoomuchaboutit.I

havehadalongdayandabubblebathisjustwhatI

need.

Phila

Ifinallygotintomyhouseaftertalkingtomy

brother,Sbusiso.Hecalledonmywayhomeand

toldmethere'saredbmwfollowingZeetodayon

herwaybackhome.Lungahassenthisstupid

lapdogtoaskquestionsaboutme.Mypeople

informedme.I'mnotreallyworriedabouthim,but

I'msurprisedaboutthisoneidiotwhogoesbythe

nameRonzathattriedshootingatmewhileIwas

drivinghomeafewminutesago.

Luckilymycarisbulletproof,andIalsogotFrank

toorganisebulletproofwindowsforZeeyesterday

andhadhercar'strackerdumpedrightnexttothe

CenturionDam.Lungaissuchanidiot.Howcan

youputonetrackerinyourwife'scar?Anyway,Igot



FranktoorganisetwotrackersinZee'scarsothatI

amabletotrackhermovementsincaseof

emergency.Idon'ttrustanyonearoundher

anymore.

IjustgotherbackandIamnotwillingtoloseher

again.SbucheckedtheCCTVontheroadwhileZee

wasdrivinghomeanditseemsasifLungaalso

sentthatTonyidiottofollowZee.I'lldealwithhim

later.RightnowIhavetodealwiththisRonza

motherfuckerwhomIshovedinmyboot.Hehad

bettertellmewhosenthimtoshootatmebeforeI

killhimmyself.

IgotintothehouseandleftRonzaintheboot.I

wanthimtlbeterrifiedforalittlewhilesowhile

waitingforSbutoarrive,Igottomystudyand

pouredmyselfsomewhiskey.Idecidedtosend

uYayawamiamessage.Eventhoughshewon't

respondbecausethatidiotmightbehoveringover

her,butI'mgladshe'ssafe.



AfterashortwhileIheardSbu'scarparkinginmy

driveway.

Sbu:(enteringthehouse)"Eh,Mamba.Wozaman.

AnginaubsukubonkeCome,man.Idon'thaveall

night)."

Phila:(walkingtowardsthekitchen)"Nawewarasa

kangaka(Didyouhavetomakesomuch

noise,though)?It'snotlikeyou'renotsleepingover

tonight.Sharongaveyouapasstonight,mos

(right)?"

Sbu:(laughing)"Hai,bafo(Hey,brother).Nawewa

khulumaasifngihlalangikuhousearrest,yini

(You'reralkingasifI'malwaysonhousearrest)."

Phila:"Ushadile,bafo(You'remarried,brother).

Marriageequalstohousearrest.HousearrestIcant



waittobeundersoon."

Sbu:"Hehe.Bonaunjani(Lookatyou).You'reso

whippedandyouhaven'teveneatenthatpussyyet.

Haishem.Ziyandamustbesomethingspecial."

Phila:"Mxm.Stoptalkingaboutmywife'spussy

manandgogetthatfuckerfromthebootbeforehe

suffocates."

Sbu:(laughing)"Ngiyaxolisabafo(Sorry,Brother).

Bengizidlalelanje(Iwasjustplaying)."

HewalkedoutandtookRonzaout.Ronzawashand

tiedandblindfolded.Ialsotapedhismouthsothat

hewouldn'tmakeanydisturbances.Ilikedrivingin

peace.Hehadablackeyeanditwasstartingto

closeupabitwithabloodymouth.Ipulledoverand

managedtoroughhimupabitafterhetried

shootingatme.Thefuckerevendentedmycar



becausehefailedtohitthebreakssoonenoughnxa.

Sbu:(slappingRonzaaroundabit)"Yeswena!

Uzokhuluma(areyougoingtotalk)ormustIshoot

itoutofyou?"HethrewRonzaroughlyononeofthe

chairsandtookouthisgun.HepointeditatRonza's

faceandcockedit.AllthiswhileIjustsattherewith

myglassofwhiskeyinmyhandwatchingsilently.

Ronza:(crying)"Pl..Please,man.I'msorry.Neke

nochunaspanesakafela(Iwasonlydoingmyjob).

Ihavenothingagainstyou."

Sbu:(Reelingatthis)"Youhearthatbafo.Kestuur

boydieding(Thisthingisaservantboy).Whosent

you?"

Ronza:"No..No.."



Sbu:"Khulumasdididi(Talk,youidiot)!"Hesaidthat

whilehittinghisheadwiththebackofthegun

causinghimtomoanoutinpainasmoretearsfell

fromhischeeks.

Ronza:"KeNomsa(It'sNomsa).NomsaBhengu.

Bona(Look)man.IhadnoideayouwerethePhila

shewastalkingabout.Iwasorderedtokillyousix

yearsagobecauseyouweredisturbingherplansto

getherdaughtertomarryLungaNqobo.My

assistantdidn'tgetthejobdonebecause

apparentlyyouhadalreadygonemissingbythen,

soIhadtolietoherandtellherthatIhadkilledyou.

Look,it'snothingpersonal,man.It'sjustbusiness."

Sbuwaspackingupanddowntellingthisguyall

kindsofshitwhilehittinghimeverynowandthenin

theprocess.SoNomsa,Zee'smothersentoneof

heridiot,unprofessionalstocomeandkillme.They

don'tcallmeMambafornothing.Shejustpokeda

snakeinit'sholeandnowit'stocrawloutand



attack.

Phila:"Manje(So),whydoesshewantmwdeadso

badly?Whatisthisplanshekeepstalkingabout?"

Ronza:"Idon'tknowmuch,butsomethingabout

Ziyandabeingofroyalbloodorsomething.Look,

that'sallIknow.I'msosorry.Pleasedon'tkillme."

Sbu:"Hmm.We'llletyougounderonecondition:

Youhavetogotoherhousetonightandplantthis

somewherewheretheywon'teasilyfinditinher

house.Preferablyunderneaththetableorcouch.

Youwilltellherwhatwedidtoyoiandwhyshe

shouldstopsendingmentocomeandtrytokillmy

brother,otherwiseMambaandCobrawillcomeout

foranattack.DoImakemyselfclear?"

Ronzawasnoinsomuchpainandtherewasfear

inhiseyes.Nomsasentthisweaklingsnitchass



bitchtocomeandkillme?Mxm.Shecouldhave

donebetter,actually,sheshould'vedonebetter.

Ronza:"Ye..Yes,Crystalclear."

Sbu:"Unfortunately,Ican'tletyouwalkoutofhere

inonepeace.IhavetoSendoutamessage."

HetookthegunandshotRonza'sleftfoodandleft

arm.CausingRonzatoscreamoutinagony.He

untiedRonzaandthrewhimaR100noteforataxi.

Hewouldhavetohikeatleasttwohoursbeforehe

findsataxiatthistime.Hecan'tevencatchan

Uberbecausewetookoutallthemoneyfromwallet.

Hecouldn'twaittogetoutoftherejudgingbythe

wayhewasrunningwiththatlimp.Hopefullyhe

won'tbleedoutbeforereachinghisdestination.

Phila:"Ah,naweSbudidyoureallyhavetoshoot

himrighthere?Onmywhitecarpet?You'reso



messysometimes."

Sbu:"Hademfwethu(Sorry,mybrother).I'llgetit

cleanedupforyou.NowIneedadrink."

Wewalkedtomystudywithmeshakingmyhead

behindhim.

ChapterFourteen

Ziyanda

Ifinallygotdonewithmybathandputonmysilky,

pinkpajamasanddecidedtojoinLungafordinner.

AllIwasinterestedinatthispointwasthefood-

nothingelse.

Lungawassittinginoneofthechairsandgotup

immediatelywhenhesawme.



Lunga:"Howwasthebath,madame?Comeandtake

aseat."

Hesignalledformewheretositanddidn'teven

botherpullingoutthechairforme.Somuchfor

beingromantic.

Itookaseatanrhepouredmeaglassofwine.The

conversationwasratheruninteresting.Allhedid

wasaskmeaboutmyday,myfriendsandfrom

therewejustateinsilence.AllIdidwasjustthink

ofPhilaandthewayhemademefeel.WhenI'm

withhimwehavesomuchtotalkabout.There's

neveradullmoment.WithLungaontheotherhand,

everythingseemslikeit'sforced.

Weateuntilweweredonewithdessert.Itwasa

reallygoodmealandIthinkMam'Masangoshould

takeallthecredit.



Hetriedmakingconversationonceagain,butmy

mindjustwentblank.Idon'treallyhaveanythingin

commonwithLungaandsadly,ittooksixyearsto

realizethat.

Me:"Thatwasaverylovelymeal,Lunga.Thank

you."

Lunga:"I'mgladyoulikedit.Letmeputthedishesin

thedishwasherandyouandIcantakethispartyto

thebedroom,whatdoyousay?"

Hesaidthatlikehewouldmakeitworthmywhile,

rubbingmyhand.Iquicklyremovedmyhandfrom

underneathhisandgotup.

Me:"It'sbeenalongday,LungaandI'mtired.

Besides,I'monmyperiod.Perhapsnexttime.Let

megotobed.Wewilltalktomorrow."



Ilefthimstandingrightthereandthen.Perhaps

Gogowasright.Itistimeformetochoosemeand

whatIwantandrightnowIknowthatIwon'twant

Lunga.

Igottothebedroomandreceivedamessagefrom

mymother."Weneedtotalk,Ziyanda.Whydon't

youevencallorvisitanymore?Callmeassoonas

yougetthismessage.Mom"Whatwasthatall

about?Idecidednottoreplynorcallherandprayed

instead.Igotintobedandfellasleepminuteslater.

Lunga

Afterdinner,Isawherwalkingbacktothebedroom.

ImeansincewhendoesZeesaynotosleepingwith

me?AndIbetshe'snotevenonherperiod.Sheis

lyingwhichconfirmsit:She'sfuckingthatasshole.



Itriedmakingconversationbutshewasjustoffand

seemedsouninterestedineverythingIsaid.WasI

reallysuchahorriblehusbandthroughoutour

marriage?What'sworseisthatIcan'teventrackher

whereaboutsanymoresincehercartrackerwas

foundnexttothwCenturionDam.Imusthave

underestimatedPhilaZwane.GoodthingIgotTony

followingher.She'stoonaivetonoticeanyway.I

gottacalluMatomorrow.Thisisgettingoutofhand.

Philaneedstodieasinyesterday.

NomsaBhengu

IwasjustaboutdonemakingdinnerwhenIheard

loudbangingonmydoor.

Nomsa:"Ubanimanebusukukangaka(Whoisitat

thistimeofnight)?!"

IgottheshockofmylifeasIopenedthedoor



Ronzafellrightonmykitchenfloor.There'sso

muchbloodandheseemstohavebeenshot.

Nomsa:"Yini(Whatisit)?!Whathappenedtoyou

wena?!Whodidthis?"

Ipickedhimupanddraggedhimontoachair.

Ronza:"Water.Ineedwater."

Helookedsoweak.Mybiggestfearwashim

droppingdeadonmyfloor.HowamIgoingto

explainthistoKhaya?Hecouldwalkinanyminute

now.

Ronza:"He..Theytoldmetogiveyouamessage."

Nomsa:"Who?"



Ronza:"Cobrale(and)Mamba."

Isuddenlyfeltlikemychestwasabouttoclosein

andIfeltasuddenheatwavegoingthroughmy

body.

Nomsa:"Kanjani(how)?Thosetwowerethemost

feareddruglordsinSouthAfrica.Wordisthey

retiredmos?"

Ronza:"Phi..PhilaisMamba.HisbrotherisCobra.

Theytoldmetotellyoutostopharassingthemor

elsethey'recomingforyou."

Rightthenandtherehepassedoutandtheglassof

waterfellfromhishand.Fuck.Thisismessy.I

decidetocalloneofmyboystogetRonzasome

medicalattention.Ineedtosortoutthismess.Phila

can'tbeMamba.There'snoway.Ihavetolet



Ziyandaknowshe'sdealingwitharuthless

motherfucker.Maybethenshewillstopentertaining

him.Idecidetosendheramessageandcleanup

allthisbloodbeforemyhusbandcomesbackfrom

work.

Ziyanda

It'sThursdaymorningandLungaisn'tonhissideof

thebed.Idon'tevenhearthewaterrunninginthe

bathroomwhichisagoodsign.I'mnotinthemood

foranyawkwardsilence.Igotreadyanddidmy

morningroutine.I'msettlingforajumpsuittoday.

It'sbrightbluewithalacetopandabowtiedonmy

waistside.It'sabittightprobablybecauseofmy

bigthighsandbums.I'masize38,alotofpeople

comparemetoAshleyGraham.We'remoreorless

thesamesize,I'mslightlybigger.I'mlightin

complexion;solightthatIturnredwhenI'mangry

orsad.Idon'tknowwhyInevernoticedrhe



differencesbetweenThandoandI.She'sslightly

darkerandsoaremyparents.I'mtheonlylightone

amongstthem.

Thisoutfitfortodaywillmostdefinitelymakeme

evenbrighter.Isettleforaredcourttoehealanda

redfeatherclutchbag.PorschesaysIoverdoitwith

theredattimes,butIcan'thelpit.It'smyfavourite

colour.Ihavenicethinglonghair,butIcutitshorta

fewmonthsago.Naturally,myhairiscurlysoI

don'tdomuchtoitotherthanstraightenitmostof

thetime,buttodayImleavingitcurly.

Ifinishmylookoffwithredmattelipstick.

ImademywaytothediningareaandMam'

Masangomadebreakfastasalways.

Me:"SawubonaMa.Unjani(Goodmorning,ma.How

areyou)?"



Mam'Masango:(smilingbroadly)"Yebo

MntwanamiGoodmorning,mychild).Awusemuhle

bakithi(Youlookbeautiful).Areyoutryingtosweep

Philaoffhisfeetorwhat?"

Me:(blushing)"No,ma.Ijustfeltlikewearingthis.

Isittoomuch?"

Mam'Masango:"No,no,no.Don'teventhinkof

changing.Todaytheywillallseewhatabeautiful

Africanwomanlookslike.You'rereallybeautiful."

Me:"Thankyou,ma.BeforeIforgetthegirlsare

comingfordinnertonight.ApparentlyBelinda

insisted."

Isawherfacechangesuddenly.Shehadadeep

frownonherfaceandstoppedeating.



Mam'Masango:"Hai,Isometimesaskmyselfwhat

youseeinafriendlikeBelinda,mychild.Justbe

careful.She'snottobetrusted."

Me:(puzzled)"Whatdoyoumeanma?Areyou

tryingtotellmesomething?"

Mam'Masango:"No,Ziyanda.Justthatyoushould

beverycarefulofher.Sheholdsthebiggestsecret

thatwillendyourmarriage.Althoughtheendof

yourmarriageisnearandinevitable,shewillbethe

causeofit."

Wow.Somuchhashappenedinaweekandnow

shetellsmethis?What'shappening?Withthatsaid

shegotupandstartedcleaningup.

Mam'Masango:"Youhadbetterleavebeforetraffic

catchesyou,mybaby.Andremember,pleasebe

carefulonyourwaytoworktoday."



Shegavemeafaintsmileandleftdorthekitchen.

Hai,Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthis.AsIwas

abouttoleavethehousemyphonebeepswithan

smscomingthroughfromPhila."Goodmorning,

Sthandwasami.Can'twaittoseeyou.Remember,if

youseeanythingunusual,callmeimmediately-P."

Somuchformorningtexts.Allthisisfreakingme

out.SuddenlyI'mnervousashell.Igetinmycar

anddriveoff,butIcan'thelpbutcheckmyrear-view

mirrorasifIowepeoplemoneyandthey'reoutto

getme.

Afterabout15minutesofdriving,Ihaven'tseen

anythingunusual.Itakeadeepsighandputon

somemusic.Istopatarobot,butfunnyenoughon

myleftIseearedbmw.Itlookslikesamebmwthat

wasfollowingmeyesterday.What'sevenfreakieris

thatthewindowsarealldark,Ican'tseeanythingin

thecarbutIbetthepersondrivingcanseeme.I

decidetotestytheoryandseeifhe'sreally

followingme.Ihittheacceleratorandspeedoff,as



Ichangelanessodoeshe.I'magooddriverthanks

tothoseadvancedrivinglessonsItookbackin

varsity.So,thisconfirmsthatIamindeedbeing

followed.Itrynottopanicbutfearislurking.I

decidetodialPhila'snumber.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove)."

Me:"Nkosenye,he'sfollowingme."Isaidthatin

suchashakyvoicewithmyeyesontheroad,all

thankstobluetooth.

Phila:"Don'tworry,Sthandwasami(Mylove)Sbuis

onhistail.Youjustfocusontheroadanddon't

panic.Iwillseeyousoon.I'mwaitingforyouinthe

basementparking."

Me:"Okay."



Phila:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Ihungupanddecidetoputall

thingsinGod'shands.AfterafewminutesImakea

turnandarriveatthegateandIseetheredbmw

takingadifferentturn,withablueMercedes

followinghim.IguessthatmustbeSbu.

IgreetNtatePhiriashesbackondutytoday.He

letsmein,notimeforchitchattoday.Igettomy

parkingspaceinthebasementandindeedPhila

wasrighttherewaitingforme.Hegotoutofhiscar

asIwasparking.Igotoutandwenttohughimwith

tearsinmyeyes.Iwasliterallyshaking.Iguessit

mustbeanaftershock.Whocouldbefollowingme?

I'mjustanordinarygirl,livinganordinarylife.

Phila:(brushingmyback)"Shhh,It'sokay,

Sthandwasami(Mylove).You'resafenow.And

you'reshaking.Youcan'tbeseenlikethis.Bona

ubusobakho(Lookyourface)issored,youlook



likeatomato."

Ilaughedwhiletryingtowipemytearsoffmyface.

Me:"Phila,you'renotfunny,youknow."

Phila:"Tellyouwhat,let'sheadtomyplace.Wecan

comebackafteranhourortwo.I'llexplain

everythingtoPorsche."

Me:"No,Phila.Whatwillpeoplesaywhentheysee

ustogether?Andwhatifthatguycomesbackand

followsus?"

Phila:(chuckling)"Relax,Sthandwasami(Mylove).

Noonewillseeustogetherandeveniftheydo,they

knowbetterthantoquestiontheboss."



WegotinhiscarandItriedsomuchtohidemy

face.LuckilyPhila'swindowsaretintedaswelland

NtatePhiriwasalreadyfarfromtheintercom.

Philajustputhisfingerprintontheaccessmachine

andwewereoff.IfeltabituneasyandIkept

lookingoutthewindow,butPhilakeptbrushingmy

thighasasignofreassurance.Hisfingerskept

movingupanddownonmythighsendingforeign

signalstomybody.Mybodywasonceagain

betrayingme,butinaniceway.

ChapterFifteen

Wedidn'tdriveverylong,aboutfifteenortwenty

minutesandweenteredBlueValleyGolfEstate.

Wow.ImeanIliveinaniceestateinEquestria,but

thisisquitePosh.Philareallydidwellforhimself.

Hemusthaveseenmyjawdroppedwhenhe

startedtalking.



Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove)closeyourmouth,

fliesmightjustflyintoit."

Ihithimplayfully.

Me:"Ican'thelpit,Phila.Thesehousesareamazing.

Theviewhereisoutofthisworld.Thiswholeplace

justscreamspeace,youknow."

Phila:"Doyoulikeithere?"

Me:"Iloveit!"

Phila:"Goodbecausesoonyou'llbelivinghere."

Afterashortdrivepassingamazingmansions,we

parkedrightinfrontofthisonewhichIassumedis

his.Oh,thisismagical.It'sareallybeautiful,



modernhouse,withanopenfloorplanand

expansivewindowsthatallowlightinthehouse.

Theglassbalconiesjustdoitforme.Notto

mentionthepoolarea.I'minawe.Whatshocked

meisthatthereareafewbig,buffedmeninsuits

walkingaroundhisyard.Aboutsixofthem.What

doesPhilareallydoforaliving?Ihavetoaskhim

beforeweheadbacktowork.

Me:"Wow,Phila.Thisisamazing.You'vedonewell

foryourself."

Phila:"Letmecorrectyouthere,I'vedonewellforus,

babywami,forus.Comeletmeshowyoutoyour

soontobehome."

Me:"Bytheway,whatareallthesemendoing

aroundyourhouse?Don'ttellmetheseareyour

bodyguards."



Phila:(Chuckling)"Yes,Sweetheart.Theyaremy

bodyguards."

Me:"Whatonearthdoyoudoforalivingbesidesthe

company?"

Phila:"I'lltellyoulater,Sthandwasami.Letmetake

youonatourofyoursoontobenewhome."

Wewalkedhandinhandintothehouse.The

majesticbeautyinthis.Ireallyneedthenameofthe

architectnottomentiontheinteriordesignerwho

designedthisplace.Thekitchenissobigwithred

andblackcupboards.Itevenhastwoovensand

enoughspacetocookupastorm.

There'sevenasmallwinecabinetinherefilledwith

differentkindsofwine.

Theoneloungeissonsophisticatedwithabeautiful

floorandlovelyredcouches,notforgettingthe



whitefeathercarpets.Theotherloungeseems

morelikeaboy'sroombecauseithasaplaystation

andgameareaanditleadstothepoolarea.

Iguessitishismancavewhenhe'swithhisfriends.

SeeingthishouseandcomparingittoLunga'syou

canactuallytelltheagedifference.Lungaiseight

yearsolderthanmemakinghim33,andPhilais

onlyfiveyearsolder,turning30inDecemberon

ChristmasDay.Yes,Lungaisnotmucholderthan

Phila,butthedifferenceissoobviouslookingat

theirsenseofstyle,fromthewaytheydresstothe

housestheyown,evenwhattheydrink.

AllIseeinhereisawiderangeofexpensivewines

and50yearoldwhiskeys.TheItalianshavesome

realtasteinwineandfood,muchlikePhila.Inever

forgothisbirthday.Don'tgetmewrongIlovemy

house,butitisn'tmystyle.Lunganeverbotheredto

askmewhatkindofhouseIwouldlike,Ijustmoved

inwithhimassoonaswegotmarried.



Iguesshe'sthetypical,traditionalZuluman.There

Igoagain,comparingthetwo.IneedtoaskDr.

Steinaboutwhat'shappeningtomeandwhyIkeep

doingthislaterontoday.IthassomanyroomsI

don'tthinkI'llbeabletoseealloftheminthese

heels.

Me:"Phila,yourhouseistoobigforme."

Phila:"Hao,kanjaniSthandwasami(Howso,my

love)?Itwon'tfeeltoobigoncewehaveourown

kidsrunningaroundhere."

Hearinghimsaythatdampenedmymoodalittlebit.

Thechildrentopicalwaysmakesmesad.Ihaven't

beenfallingpregnantforfiveyearsnow.Alotof

peoplesayit'sGod'swill,butperhapstheyjustsay

thingslikethattoeaseaperson'spain.I'm

guessingPhilasawmyfacechangingandhe



stoppedtolookatme.

Phila:(cuppingmyface)"Sthandwasami(mylove).

Lookatme.What'swrong?DidIsaysomething

wrong?"

Ireallydidn'twanttodampenthemoodbytalking

aboutmydepressingstateofmind.Iwillhave

enoughtimetodothatlateronduringmytherapy

sessionwithDr.Stein.

Me:"It'snothing.Let'sgocheckoutthegarage.

You'vealwaysbeenasportscarfanatic.Iwouldn't

besurprisedifyouhaveastashofcarshiddenin

there."

Hegavemeaninquisitivelookanddecidednotto

askaboutit.Hetookmyhandinhisandwewalked

towardsthegarage.There'sadoorrightnexttothe

kitchenwhichrequiresapassword,butthisone



seemsbiometricallyencryptedsinceheopenedthe

doorusinghishand.Hmm,peoplehavemoneyout

here.

Phila:"Thisismysmallcollection,SthandwaSami

(Mylove)."

Small?Really?Suchanunderstatement.Hisshort

introductiontohismobilecollectiondoesn'treally

doitmuchjustice,butthat'sPhila,alwayshasbeen

modest.IseeapowderblueBMW2SeriesGran

Coupe,aBlackMercedesBenzGLE300SUV,aRed

Ferarri812GTS,aredLambhorginiCentario,a

BlackAudiQ8andaredGolf7R.

AllinallI'mcounting8carsincludinghisG63.Wow.

SuddenlyLunga'spocketseemssmallcomparedto

Lunga's.Hehasfourcarsparkedinourgarage,

includingmyRangeRoverEvoquewithonlyoneis

aMercedescoupeandtherestareVWs.What

surprisesmeisthatallthesportscarsarered,my



favouritecolour.Nowyoucanimaginehowhuge

thishouseis,seemslikethebiggestI'veseen.

Me:"Nkosenye,thesearewaytoomanycarsfora

mannjena.Andwhyareallthesportscarsinhere

red?"

Phila:(laughing)"Isthatatrickquestion,Sthandwa

sami(mylove)?Theyremindmeofyou.Ibought

themwithyouinmind.EveryoneknowsRedisyour

favouritecolour."

Wow.Hearinghimsaythatbroughttearstomy

eyes.HowRomantic.EveryoneexceptLunga

knowsmyfavouritecolour.He'sneverbotheredto

notice.Oh,thereitisagain,thenastyhabitof

comparisonbetweenmycurrenthusbandandmy

soontobehusband,hopefully.

Phila:"Ungakhali(Don'tcry),Zee.Uyazi(Youknow)



itpainsmetoseeyoucry."

Me:"I'mnotcrying,I'mjustindisbeliefthatyoustill

remembersuchthingsaboutme.Icannotbelieve

youstilllovemeevwnafteralltheseyears;afterall

I'vebeenthrough."

Phila:(Pullingmeclosertohimwhileholdingmy

hands)"Itoldyou,Yaya,I'mitforthelonghaul.I

promisedyouyearsagothatyouwouldbemywife

andI'ddoeverythingforyousoyouandour

childrenwouldn'thavetosuffer.AndIdidit,allthis

isjustforyou."

I'mtouched.Philaisthetruedefinitionoflove,a

lovethatneverexpires.

Phila:"So,doyoulikeit?Doyoulikethehouse?"



Thelookinhiseyes,showedhowproudheisofhis

accomplishmentsandforsomereasonitseemsas

ifhe'ssearchingforapprovalinmine.

Me:"Areyoukiddingme?Iabsolutelyloveit.Allthe

colourschemes.Thered,whiteandblack,theyjust

doitforme.ThisistheexacthouseIwouldwantto

livein."

Hesmiledbroadlyandkissedmycheek.Hewasso

excitedandgladlikeafouryearoldboywho'sjust

beengivenalollipop.

Phila:"Iknewyouwouldloveit.Come,let'sgotothe

bedroom,Ineedtochangeandsodoyouandmake

ussomethingtoeat."

Me:"Hao,howamIgoingtochange?Ididn'tbring

anyclothes.Andbesides,weren'twesupposedto

gobacktowork?"



Phila:"Ican'tletyougobacktoworkrightnowuntil

wefindoutwho'sthisguythat'sbeenfollowingyou.

Come,let'schangefirstandwe'lltalksomemore."

Wewalkedupstairsandofcoursethereareso

manydoorsuphere.Wewalkesintooneofthe

bedroomsofwhichIassumeisthemaster

bedroom.

Phila:"Welcome,totheLoveDen,Sthandwasami

(Mylove)."

Ilaughed.Loveden?Really?Ifeltatintofjealousy

thinkingperhapshe'sbroughtsomewomenherein

his"loveden"butIdecidenottoentertainit.This

bedroomishuge,withanen-suitebathroomthat's

todiefor.Itevenhasawalk-incloset.I'vealways

wantedone.



Phila:"Wouldyouliketotakeatouroftbecloset?"

IdecidetoImeanthisiseverygirl'sdream,right?I

walkedinandsawawholesidefilledwithsuits,

jeans,sometshirtsandotherclothesandIassume

itshis.Allhisclothesarepackedinsections:jeans

withjeans,t-shirtsseparatefromworkshirts.I'm

notsurprised,though.Philahasalwaysbeenvery

neat,evenneaterthanme.He'sabitOCDifyouask

me.

Whatsurprisedmeistheothersideofthecloset.It

hadwomen'sclothesandlotsofshoes.Lotsof

dresses,evenonesidefullofsneakersandtakkies,

hoodiesandjeansandshirts.Oddly,mostofthe

itemsandshoesarered!Oh,wait!CouldPhilahave

boughtmealltheseclothes?Noways,hesurely

can'tbethatpersistentlyromantic.Alltheseitems

havetagson,whichconfirmsmysuspicion.

Philaontheotherhandhadhisbackonmeand



completelychangedhisworkoutfit.Hesettledfora

simpleJean,andwhiteT-shirtwithapairof

sneakers.Ihaven'tseenhimincasualclothesever

sincehecamebackintomylife.Thismanlookslike

arealGod.Onceagain,seeinghimsohandsome

sentelectrifyingsignalsthroughmybody.I

decidedtocomebacktoearth.

Phila:"Aren'tyouchanging?"

Me:"Areyoureallytellingmethatalltheseclothes

aremine?"

Phila:"Yes,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Itoldyou,this

isOURhousenow.IhopeIdidn'toverdoitwiththe

redclothes."Hesmiledatme.Thereitisagain,

thatcute,dimplesmileofhisrevealinghisperfect

teeth.

Me:"Ilovetheclothes,Phila.Thankyou."



Phila:"Letmeleavetochange.Ijusthavetomakea

quickcall.Getcomfortable,youcanputthat

jumpsuitbackonlaterwhenweheadouttoseeDr.

Stein."

Hewinkedatmeandlefttothebedroom.Itookoff

mywedgesandjumpsuitandsettledforapairof

leggingsandaT-shirtwithslippers.Hesaidget

comfortable.We'regoingtobespendingafew

hoursheresoIdon'tneedtodressup.I'mstillso

shockedastohowthisguygetsmysizerighttothe

T.IwalkedoutOftheclosetandsawhimonthe

phone.

Phila:"Shosho,Mfo.Takehimtothewarehouseand

makesurehesings.Keephimthereforafewdays

andmakesurehesfedbuttiedup."

Hehungandturnedaroundcaughtmestanding



therestaringathim.Hedidn'tseemshockedor

worriedatall.What'sallthistalkofwarehousesand

tyingpeopleup?

Phila:"Hey,Sthandwasami.Come,letsgosoIcan

makeussomethingtoeat."

Hegavemeawidesmile.IdecidedIwouldasklater

aboutallthisstuff.

Me:"Okay.Whowasthatoverthephone?"

Phila:"Oh,thatwasSbu."

SbuisPhila'stwinbrother.Theyareunidentical,

though,butequallyhandsome.

Me:"Sbuasinyourtwin,Sbu?"



Phila:(laughing)"Yes,Yaya,theSbuda."

Me:"Wo.Ihaven'tseenhiminforever.Howishe

doing?Ishestillafuckboy?"

Phila:"He'sgood.He'sbeenbasedinCapeTown

henceyouhaven'tseenhiminawhile.AfterIwent

intohidingheprettymuchhadtodothesame.He's

marriednow."

Me:"Noways.Sbu?Married?Towhom?"

Phila:(laughinghard)"Hao,he'salsohuman,

Sweetheart.HemarriedSharonfromhighschool."

Iwassoshocked.Thehell?!SharonVilakazi?The

bullywhousedtotormentmeuntilPorsche

knockedouttwoofherteethandsetherhaironfire



onceinGradeeleven.

Me:"Thatgirlusedtobullytheshitoutofme.How

didheendupwithameangirllikeher?"

Phila:"Ah,mattersoftheheart,Sthandwasami.

She'streatingSbuwell,though.Theyevenhavefive

yearoldtwingirlsnow.You'llgetachancetoknow

thenewher.You'llsee."

MeandSharonbeingbesties?Noway.Anyway,we

headedtothekitchenandhetookouttwowine

glassesandpouredussomeChardonnaywhichhe

tookoutfromthefridge.I'mnotreallybigonwines,

butthisonetastesasdivineasitsmells.Mustbe

anItalianthing.Iknow,whodrinkswineat10amin

themorning?Don'tjudge.

Hetoldmetositdownandrelaxasheswitchedon

thestoveandmadeusaquickmeal.Heremembers



myobsessionwithPastaandmadeussomePasta

Alfredo.Seeinghiminanaprongavemenasty

thoughts.Iwasneveronetofantasize,butIdo

watchpornonceinawhileandthestuffIhaveseen

there.I'msurprisedpeopledosuchthings.

Iofferedtosetthetablesincehedidn'twantme

doinganythingelseotherthanwatchhim.We

finallysattoeat,Isaidalittleprayerforusandwe

dugin.

Me:"So,areyougoingtotellmewhatitisyoureally

doforalivingorisitmeanttobeasecret?"

Hetookadeepsigh.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).Myintentionisto

neverlietoyouorkeepsecretsfromyou.Iknow

thatevenifIwerepooryouwouldstillloveme

regardless.IjusthopethatwhatI'mabouttotell



youdoesn'tchangethewayyoufeelaboutme."

Ifeltmyheartsinktothepitofmystomach.Idon't

knowifIampreparedtohearwhathe'saboutto

say.Whatifhe'sakillerorsomething?Imeanthese

richesdocomeatapricesurely.But,willwhatever

hetellsmechangewhatIfeelabouthim?

ChapterSixteen

Isatonmychairfrozen,staringatPhilawithahuge

lumpinmythroat.

Phila:"WhenIleftSouthAfrica,Ihadnotimetosay

goodbyetoSbuormymother.AsyouknowI

couldn'tevensaygoodbyetoyou.Gogoorganised

everythingforme,aonewayplanetickettoItaly.

LuckilyIhadfinishedmyEngineeringdegreeandI

wasabouttograduate.Igottodomyhonours,and

GogohadorganisedforPierroRicciandtotakeme

underhiswingandlookafterme."



Thatname.Itringsavividbell.I'veheardit

somewhere.Ijustcantcan'tputmyfingeronit.

Phila:"PierroisFrancesca'shusband,theonewho

onestheNicciboutiqueinSandton.Heisalsothe

bigbossoftheSicilianMafiainItaly.Gogosoldhim

yourgrandfather'sbusinessafterhedied,sointurn

PierrobecamethebiggestdruglordinSouthAfrica.

HecontrolsallthesebigshotwannabeesinSouth

Africa,includingyour"father"andLunga'sfather.

Theyallworkforhim,buthavenevermethim."

Iknewit.Irememberseeingadocumentaryabout

thisPierromanontvabouthisbusinessesand

drugs.Hesaidtheywerejustassumptionsbecause

he'saveryrichgiyandmostItalianscan:tstand

himbeingtherichestmaninItaly.

Wait,somygrandpasolddrugs?MydadandLuga's



fatheraredruglords?Whatshappeninghere?Does

thismakePhilaadruglordtoo?Andwheredoes

Gogofitintoallthis.Allthisismakingmesodizzy

andmakingmelosemyappetite.Iwasjustinso

muchdisbeliefthatIjustkeptquietandstaredat

himwithmyeyeswideopen.

Phila:"YourmotherandLunga'smothermetatone

oftheparties.See,theyhaveallthesebusinesses

buttheyareadisguiseforadrugempireownedby

Piero.Pierrotookmeunderhiswingandtaughtme

everythingIknow.IworkedforhimforyearsuntilI

decidedtoretirelastyear."

Me:"Sowait,youmeantotellmeyou'resomekind

ofdruglord?"

Philaletoutaslightlaugh.

Phila:"No,Sthandwasami(mylove).I'malegit



businessman.Yes,IranPierro'soperationwhenI

wasinItalyandIdohaveafewconnectionstiedto

him,butthat'sit.Allmybusinessesarepureand

legit.SbujustrunsmyfinancesaswellasPierro's

accounts.HemakessurethatPierro'smoneyis

cleanandlegit.IswearIamnotdealingindrugs.

Everywannabedruglordinthiscountryknowsme

asTheBlackMambaandSbuasTheCobra.Weare

feared,Sweetheart.Weonlyharmthosewhoharm

usorthosewelove.I'mnotagangster,althoughI

dohaveganstertendencies."

I'veneverbeensoshocked.Honestly,nothingcan

shockmenow.I'vehearditall.

Me:"Whydotheycallyouguysbysnakenames?"

Philalaughed.Ithinkhewasintriguedbythefact

thatIwasn'tshowinganysignsoffeartowardshim.

Iwasrathercuriousaboutallthis.Thisisthekind

ofstuffyouseeinmovies.



Phila:"Theycallusthatbecausewehadtocreatean

aliassothatpeopledon'trecognizeusforsafety

reasons.Mostpeopleinthedrugworldare

dangerous,evenMinistersandPresidentsareon

Pierro'spayroll.I'mtheMambabecausetheMamba

cankillyouslowly.It'saverydangeroussnake.Sbu

istheCobra,becauseheattackswithoutwarning.

YouknowwhatahotheadSbuis,buthe'smoreof

theprofessionalwhenitcomestokilling."

Hearinghimsaykilling.Sotheydokillpeople.My

eyesgrewwider.

Me:"So...Doyou...Doyoukillpeople?"

Phila:"Notreally,Sthandwasami.Idon'tkillpeople

forfun.IkillwhenIhaveto.Thisisadangerous

businessandyoucannotenteritorleaveitwithout

killing.Butyouhavenothingtoworryabout.Idon't



killpeopleformuthilikeyourhusband."

Isattherewithanastonishedlookonmyface.It

almostrenderredmespeechless.

Me:"Ushokanjani(Whatdoyoumean)?"

Phila:(sigh)"Zee,Ididn'twanttotellyouthis,but

yourhusbandisadrugdealer,samwashisfather.

Yourmotherinlawisaverywickedwoman,which

I'msureyouknowverywell.Icanonlyimaginethe

shitshe'sputyouthrough,Sthandwasami(My

love)."

IsuddenlyhadaflashbackofZodwahittingmeso

hardwithabeltsayingI'mauseless,barrenwoman.

IhavenevertoldanyonethatandseeingthatPhila

haskilledbefore,hemightjustkillher.She'snever

likedme,butIdon'twishdeathuponher.



Me:"Thisisalottotakein.Sowhenwasthelast

timeyoukilledsomeone?"

Phila:"Notsolongago.(Lookingdown)Theguywas

sentouttokillmebymyenemiesandIjusthadto

killhimZee.HecameatmybrotherandI,worstpart

hehadkidnappedSbu'stwins.Icouldn'tallowthat.

Webothcouldn't.Sowekilledhim.Ishothiminthe

head.Idon'tevenregretit.Youcomeatmeor

anyoneIloveandIWILLkillyou."

Hesaidthatwiththisdarknessinhiseyescausing

hispupilstodialate.I'veneverseenthissideof

Phila.It'ssendingshiversdownmyspine,butit

doesn'tchangeanythingabouthowIfeel.Asa

matteroffact,it'smakingmelovehimevenmore.

Phila:"So,whatdoyouthinkaboutwhatIjusttold

you?Aboutmypast,aboutmylife?"



Heaskedmethatholdingmyhand.Icouldfeelhim

shivering.Iguesshe'sworriedIwon'ttakeitwell

andrejecthim.HowcanIwhenhe'sacceptedme

withallmyflaws?

Me:"Nkosenye,thischangesnothingbetweenyou

andI.IhavelovedyouwhenyouhadnothingandI

stillloveyou.Iloveyouevenmorenow.Youdid

whatyouhadtodo.There'snothingwrongwith

protectingyourlovedones,butpleasedon'tmake

thiskillingpeopleahabit."

Hesmiledandsighedwithrelief.I'msoproudof

him,thoughandI'mmostlyhapphthathe'sopen

withmeandchosenottohidethisfromme.Wegot

upandtookthedishestothedishwasherand

cleanedupthetable.

WetookthebottleofwinetotheCinemawithsome

snacks.Oh,yes,hehasanin-houseCinema.It's

reallyniceandcosy.MyPhilahasdonesowellfor



himself.Fromakasiboytoasophisticated

businessmanwhowearscustommadesuitsand

chillsinhisownin-houseCinema.Howamazingis

life?

HeaskedmetopickamovieandIoptedforPretty

Woman.Yes,it'sanoldmovie,butI'manoldsoul

andIloveJuliaRobets'movies.Isatwithmylegs

ontopofhisandhekeptbrushingmythighs.once

againIgotweirdfeelingseverytimehisfingers

strokedmythighs.Itsentweirdsignals,especially

downthere.Itreallymustbethewine,sinceI'mon

mythirdglassalready.Hekeptstealingglancesat

meuntilIdecidedtoaskhimwhatthat'sallabout.

Me:"You'llloseyoureyesifyoudon'ttellmewhy

youkeepstaringatmelikethat."

Phila:(smilingandlickinghislips)"I'mjuststaring

athowbeautifulyouare.I'msoblessedtohaveyou

inmylifeagain,Yaya.Notmanypeoplegetsecond



chancesatlove.WhichiswhyIcan'tholditinany

longer.I'vebeenwantingtodothisfromthedayI

sawyouinthattight,reddressintheboardroom."

Withthatsaidhepulledmeupandplacedmeon

topofme,spreadingmythighssothatIcan

positionmyselfontopofhim.Heheldmyfacewith

bothhishandsandleanedcloser.Hislipsmetmine.

Hekissedmeinsuchamagicalway.Ourtongues

werecommunicatingwitheachother,itreallyfelt

likeourtonguesweredoingthechacha.Thelast

timehekissedmelikethatwasthedaybeforehe

left.Imustsay,hiskissingisevenbetternow.

Hestoppedtokissmyneck,andusinghisteethto

bitemeabit.Ileanedmyheadasidetogivehim

moreaccesstodowhathewantstomyneck.He

keptplantingkissesonmyneck,whilestrokingmy

backwithhismasculineandsofthands.

Me:(moaning)"Oh,Nkosenye."



Icouldfeelhispenispokingmefrominsidehis

jeans.Thisismakingmefeelsoweird.Ifeelsowet

downthere,almostlikeIwetmyself.Whileheput

hismouthbackonmylipsIpulledbackand

stopped.

Phila:(puzzled)"What'swrong?DidIdosomething

wrong?"

Me:(Embarrassed)"No,it'snothing."

Isuddenlyfelthotandmycheeksprobablylookred

rightnow.

Phila:(smiling):"Sthandwasami(Mylove),whatis

it?Look,yourfaceissoredrightnow.Don'tbe

embarrassed."



Me:(Lookingdown)"It'snotthat,it'sjustthatIfeel

weirddownthere.Ithinkngizicamele."

Philalaughedsohardhealmostcried.

Phila:"Relax,Sthandwasami(Mylove).You'rewet.

Ithappenswhenyou'resexuallyaroused.It'snota

badthing,itactuallyfeelsnice."

Niceitisindeed.

Phila:"Wecanstopifyouwantto."

Me:"No,wedon'thavetostop.Let'scontinue."

Philaplantedwetkissesallovermyfacestarting

frommyforehead,tomynose,tobothmycheeks

andthenkissedmedeeplyagain.Thistimealittle



roughly,butinagoodway.Lungahasneverkissed

melikethis-ever.Porschealwayssaysthatyoucan

tellhowgoodaman'sdickgameisbythewayhe

kissesyou.Judgingfromthisexperience,Phila

mustbegoodinbed.

Hetookoffmyshirtsofastandkeptkissingme.

Heflippedmeovertolieonmybackashegoton

topofme.Heunhookedmybraanditdroppedon

thefloor.I'veneverbeenseennakedapartfrommy

friends.It'smakingmefeelabitweird.Itriedto

covermybreastswithbothmyhands,butPhila

gentlyremovedmyhandsfrommybreasts.

Phila:"Relax,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Thisisme,

Phila.Youdon'thavetohidethebeautyGodgave

you.Iwanttoseeyou.Iwanttoseeallofyou."

Hispupilsweredialatedandhiseyesseemedso

small.IfiguredIshouldallowhimtodevourme.I

putmyhandsonhisbackashecuppedbothmy



breasts.I'maDDcup,sotheydon'tfitinhishands.

Hekissedmyneckgoingallthewaydowntoeach

ofmybreasts.Helickedmynipplesincircular

motioncausingmetomoanunexpectedly.

Me:"Oh,Phila.Thisfeelsso...Sogood."

Phila:(Moaninginbetweenkisses)"It'smyjobto

makeyoufeelgood,sthandwasami(mylove).

Pleaseallowmetodothat."

Hecontinuedtokissmybreasts,thenhekissedmy

bellyallthewaydowntomywaist.Mytoeswere

curledupandIwasfeelingsoflushed.He

attemptedtotakeoffmyleggings,butIquicklyheld

hishands.

Phila:"Yaya,pleaselookatme.Lookatme,

sthandwasami."(Iopenedmyeyesandlookedat

him.Hiseyesfilledwithhotdesire)"Iwon'tdo



anythingyoudon'twantmetodo.Ijustwantto

makeyoufeelgoodwithouttakingmyclothesoff.

Trustme.Doyoutrustme?"

Inodded.Whatishetalkingabout?Howcanhe

makemefeelgoodwithouttakinghisclothesoff?

Hetookoffmyleggingsandpantiesallatthesame

time.Iwassoembarrasses,I'veneverhadaman

lookatmyvagina.LuckilyIshaved,Ialwaysshave.

Phila:(withhisfacestaringatmyvagina)"Lookat

me,Sweetheart.Pleaselookatme."Ilookeddown

athimwithaflushedface."Youhaveavery

beautifulpussy,Sthandwasami."

Icoveredmyeyes.Hestartedlickingthetrailsof

myvaginaslowly.Ifeltsoweird,sohot,likeIwas

nolongerincontrolofmybody.Hespreadmylegs

furtherapartandpartedmyvaginalips.Heputhis



tongueonmyclit,flickingitupanddownandin

circularmotions.Iletoutinvoluntarymoansand

screamsandputbothmyhandsonhishead.This

feelssomagical.Ineverknewaperson'stongue

coulddosomuch.Heputhismouthonthe

entranceofmycoochieandateit.Ilostmymind

andfeltaninstantheatwavecomingoverme.

Me:"Oh,Nkosenye,whatareyoudoingtome?!"

Phila:"I'meatingyourdeliciouspussy,sthandwa

sami(mylove).I'mmakingyoufeelgoodasI

promised."

Icouldfeelmybodytenseup.

Phila:"Comeformebaby.Shit,youtastesogood.

Comeforme,mylove.Letitallgo."



IfeltsomethingIneverfeltbeforeovertakemybody

andIreleased,causingmetoshake.Icoveredmy

face.ImeanIjusthadmyfirstorgasmonPhila's

face.Hecleanedmeupwithhistongue.

Phila:"Lookatme,Sthandwasami(mylove)."

Ilookedathimwithembarrassmentwrittenallover

me.I'mcompletelynakedtotopitalloff.

Phila:"You'resobeautifulwhenyoucom,baby.No

needtofeelembarrassed."

Me:"It'sthefirsttimethat'severhappenedtome.I

don'tknowhowtolookyouintheeyes."

Phila:"Itoldyou,Yaya.Thisisme.PhilaZwane.It's

alwaysbeenme.I'veneverchanged.Andyoudon't

havetohideyourselffromme.You'resobeautiful,



Sthandwasami.Shit.Yourbodywasspecially

carvedjustformetodevour.Lookhowhardyou

mademe."

Hesaidthatpointingathispants.Ilaughed.

Phila:"Come,let'sgetyoudressed.Sbuiscoming

overandafterwardswe'reheadedtoyour

appointment."

Hehelpedmegetdressedallthiswhilehewas

smilinglikealittlekid.

Phila:"Imustsay,I'mhonouredtohavegivenyou

yourveryfirstorgasm.OnceImakelovetoyou,

you'llneverletgo.Iwillshowyouwhatyou'vebeen

missingouton."

WemadeourwaybacktohisbedroomandI



changedbackintomyjumpsuit,butdecidedon

wearingpumpsinstead.NouseforheelswhenI'm

notgoingtowork,right.Hejustchangedhisshirt

sinceitwasabitwetthankstomyvagina.He

washedhisfaceandwewalkedbacktothelounge.

Me:"Phila,howcomeyoudidn'tgoallthewaywith

me?Ithoughtallmendoitonceawoman'snaked."

Phila:"Becauseyou'renotready,Sthandwasami.

AndI'mnotallmen."

Hekissedmeonthelips.Justthensomeone

walkedinshouting.Iassumeit'sSbu.

Sbu:(Shouting)"Eh,bafo.Ukuphi(Whereareyou)?"

Phila:"Silanaelounge(We'reinthelounge),man.

Naweuyarasa(You'remakingnoise)."



HewalkedintheloungeandsawPhilaandIsitting

onthecouchnexttooneanother,holdinghands.

PhilaissomuchintoPDA.It'sgoingtotakealotof

gettingusedto.

Sbu:(Shoutingwithhandsonhishead)"Yoh,yoh

yoh!Qhawekazi(Heroine)!Kudlalangikakuboni(I

haven'tseenyouinforever).Wherehaveyoubeen

hiding?Beforeyouanswerthat,givemeahug

please,Sister-in-Law."

IlaughedandPhilashakedhishead.Iletgoof

Phila'shandandgaveSbuahug.Sbuletgo,held

myhandandspunmearound.

Sbu:"Yoh,mara.Ishould'vepickedyouwhileIhad

thechance.Ah,Bafo,seudlakamnandiman(Ah,

Brother,youhaveagoodmealhere).Youlookgood,

Qhawekazi(Heroine)."



Ijustlaughedoutloud.Sbuhasalwaysbeensucha

flirtandcharacter.That'swhatalwaysgothiminto

troubleatschool.He'sthetotaloppositeofPhila,

buttheygetalonglikeahouseonfire.

Philaontheotherhandwaslessthanimoressed.

HepulledmebacktothecouchawayfromSbu.

Phila:"Hai,manSbu.Thisismywoman,man.You

haveyourownwoman.Youshoulddothatto

Sharon,notZeeman,voetsek.(Pissoff)."

Sbu:(laughing)"Hade,manbafo(Sorry,.man,

brother).It'snotabadthinguk'gezaamehlo(tolook

)onceinawhile."

Phila:"Mxm.TellmeaboutthatloserTony.What's

thestatus?"



Sbu:"Eish,hesanglikeacanarythatone.AfterI

gavehimsomeahocktherapy.Youdon'twantto

excuseQhawekazi(Heroine)?"

Ilookedatthemtalkingaboutmeinthirdperson

likeI'mnotintheroom.Men.

Phila:"Relax.Sheknowseverything.Idon'twantto

keepsecretsfromher."

Sbuwassosurprised.

Sbu:"Andshestilldecidedtostay?Wow.Nkosi'yami

(Mygoodness).uMamaisgoingtobesohappy.

Qhawekazi(Heroine),you'reoneofakind.Philahas

nevertoldanyonehe'sdatedabouthislife.Hell,I

don'teventellSharonaboutwhatIdo."



Hearinghimsaythatstungabit.Howmanygirls

hasPhiladated,really?

Phila:"Hai,manSbu.Getwiththeprogram.Wehave

anappointmentinhalfanhour,dude."

Sbu:"Shosho.Okay,sohetoldmethathe's

Dynamite'sITguru.Imustadmithe'sreallygood,

butnotthatgoodtofindoutwhoyouareandwhat

youdoexactly.Hetoldmeeverything,howLunga

knowsaboutyouandZeeandsenthimtofollow

Zeesincehefoundoutthathertrackerhasbeen

removedfromhercar.Healsogotinstructionsto

hackherphone.Weneedtotreadcarefullyand

moveontoasecureplan,bafo.Especiallynowthat

Lunga'smommightalsobeplanninganattack,

alongwithNomsa."

Allthissoundslikeafuckedupmovie.Lunga

knowsaboutPhilabuthe'sneverevenaskedabout

him.He'salotmoredangerousthanIthought.



Phila:"Okay,let'scatchuplater.Ihavetogo

somewherenoZee.Keepmeposted."

Sbu:"Don'tworry,you'llfindmeherewhenyou

comeback.ByeQhawekazi(Heroine)."

Iwavedgoodbyeathimwhileshakingmyhead.

PhilaandIwalkedhandandaswewereaboutto

getintothecarIfoldedmyarmsandstaredathim.

Phila:"Yini(What)?"

Me:"Youdon'tthinkI'mgoingtoletyoudrivemeto

myappointmentinyourMerc,doyou?Let'stakethe

golfandI'mdriving."

Phila:(laughing)"Barelyaweekwe'vebeentogether

andyou'realreadybossingmearound?Okay,



ma'am."

Iwassoexcited.Hetookthecarkeysandgave

themtome.Igotintothedriver'sseatandstarted

thecar.Thepowerinthiscar.Ican'twaittofeelthis

beauty.AsIwasabouttoheadoutIseePhilajust

smilingwithouthisseatbelton.

Me:"Seatbelt,please."

Phila:"Kasimendon'twearseatbelts,Sthandwa

sami(Mylove)ButforyouI'lldoanything."

Iclickedmytongueandhelaughedsqueezingmy

cheek.Idroveoutthegateinhighspeed,nottoo

high.Thiscarfeelsamazing.

ChapterSeventeen

WefinallyarrivedatDr.Stein'soffice.AsIwas



parkingthecarIswitchedofftheignitionand

lookedatPhila.Helookedatmewithsomuch

surpriseandpride.

Me:"What?"

Phila:"Wheredidyoulearntodrivelikethat?

Uyayishayaimoto,Sthandwasami.(youcanreally

drive,mylove)"

Ismiledandblushedatthesametime.

Me:"Gogotookmeforadvanceddrivinglessons

backinvarsity.Shesaiditwouldhelpmeoneday

incaseIfindmyselfinadangeroussituation."

Phila:"HeheuGogoisarealgangsteryazi.Ineedto

thankherproperly.Come,let'sgetinside.I'msure

Dr.Steinisawaitingourarrival."



Wegotoutofthecarandwalkedupthestairs.All

thiswhilePhilakeptholdingmyhandandbrushing

itwithhisthumb.Imustsay,reachingthislevelof

PDA(PublicDisplayofAffection)isreallynice.We

walkedinandwefoundDr.Steinalreadywaiting.

Shegotuptogreetus.

Dr.Stein:"Hi,Ziyanda.Howareyoutoday?"She

huggedme.

Ziyanda:"Hi,Dr.I'mwell,thanksandhowareyou

today?"

Dr.Stein:"I'mmuchbetternowthatIgettofinally

meettheperisistentgentlemaninyourlifeinperson.

YoumustbePhila,right?"ShakingPhila'shand.

Phila:"Yes,pleasuretomeetyou."



Okay,whatdidshemeanbyPersistent?Whatdid

hedonow?Igavehimafirmlookbeforeturningto

Dr.Stein.

Me:"Whatdoyoumean'finallymeetthepersistent

gentleman?"Ilookedatherinquisitively.

Dr.Stein:"Oh,hekeptcallinganddemandedto

speaktotheDoctorthatsavedhiswife'slife.He

practicallytoldmehewillbesittingintodaywith

you.Imustsay,he'squitesomething."Shewinked

atme."Please,takeaseat,bothofyou."

WesatdownandPhilaheldmyhand.Ithinkthis

timeitwasmoreaboutreassurance.

Dr.Stein:"So,whathaveyoubeenupto?What's

new,besidesyourhighschoollovecomingback?"



Dr.Steinhasalwaysbeenverywarmand

welcoming.Shehasthisreallylovelyandinviting

smilethatjustmakesyouopenupwithoutfeeling

bad.It'sherjob,though,butshemakesitfeellike

we'refriends.

Itookadeepsighanddecidedtotellhereverything

thathappenedfromfindingoutthatI'machildof

rape,tofindingoutthatMymarriagewasactually

arranged,tofindingoutmyhusbandisaritualkiller

andfindingoutaboutPhila'spastandbeingapart

ofhispresent.

AllthiswhileI'vebeentearingupandwipingmy

tears,blowingmynosewhilePhilahasbeen

brushingmybackandholdingmyhandthroughit

all.

Dr.Steinhasbeenherpatientself,takingnotes



whilenoddingherheadandaskingmehowallthis

makesmefeelintheprocess.

Dr.Stein:"Well,Ziyanda,thatisawholelottodigest

inaspaceofafewdays.Imustsayyou'remaking

immenseprogressandyoulongerbreakdown

easily.However,Ihaveaquestion:Haveyoutold

Philawhyyouwereonanti-anxietyanddepression

medication?"

Myheartstartedbeatingsofast.Dammit.

Psychologistsandtheirwayofpersuadingyouto

talk.Ihatetheirreasoning,eventhoughIknow

she'sright.IfeltlikeIcouldpassoutanymoment

fromnow.Nobodyknowsthewholetruth,noone

exceptDr.Stein.IthinkImusthavezonedoutfora

secondbeforeDr.Steinbroughtmebacktoearth.

Dr.Stein:"Ziyanda?"



Me:"I..Uh...No...No,Ihaven'ttoldhim."

Dr.Stein:"It'simportantthatheknows.Remember,

hetoldyoueverythingabouthim,soit'sonlyfairhe

knowseverythingaboutyou,notso?"

Itookadeepbreath.She'sright,though.What'sa

relationshipwithsecrets?

Me:"Okay."(Ilookedatphilaandstartedshaking.

Philajustkeptsqueezedmyhandandreassured

mebytellingmeit'sokay.)"Well,whenIwas19I

hadamiscarriage.IhadnoideaIwaseven

pregnantbecausewehadbeentryingforalmosta

yearandnothingwashappening.Philagotso

frustratedwithmeandallIdidwascooklamband

hejustcamehomemoody.So.."

Istartedtearingupandshakingintheprocess.

Philahandedmeatissueandsqueezedmyhand.



Me:"So,Itriedmakinghimfeelbetter.Imean,asa

19yearoldwife,whatdoyoudotoyourhusband

whocomeshomeangryandupsetfornoreason?I

askedhimwhattheproblemwasandhowIcould

help?HesaidIhadbetterkeepmymouthshut,soI

did.Heleftandheadedtoourbedroom,whileI

dishedupforhimandputtheplatebeforehimon

thedinnertable.

Ihopedthathehadprobablycalmeddown.He

camebackdownevenmoreirritated.Ididn't

understandwhatIhaddonewrongandsoIdidn't

wanttoupsethimbysayinganythingmore.Hesat

downonhischair,tookonebiteofhisfoodand

startedtellingmewhatauselessbitchIwas.He..

Hethrewtheplateacrossthetableandithitmy

face.Ifelldownfrommychairwithmyforehead

bleeding.Hecameatmeandstartedinsultingme

sayingIambarrenanduselessandhowhewished

hehadmarriedawomanhereallyloved.



Hekickedmecontinuouslylikeauselessdog,and

wasonlysatisfiedwhenhesawthatIwas

unconscious.Ididn'tevennoticethatIwas

bleedingdowntherebecauseIhadpassedoutby

then.Iwokeupthenextdayinhospitalwitha

fracturedrib,swollenfaceandablackeyewithhim

nexttomeandabunchofsunflowerswithahuge

TeddyBearwithasmall"I'msorry"cardnexttoit.

Iassumedthatwashiswayofapologizingfor

beatingmeuplikeadamndog,butthedoctor

confirmedthatIwas12weekspregnantandso

muchdamagewasdonetomyabdomenthatIlost

mybaby.Tomakemattersworsethefuckertold

thedoctorthatIwashijackedandnearlyraped.

Whatkindofmonsterdoesthat?"

Itfeltsorelievingtofinallygetthatoffmychest.

Philaontheotherhandwasinsomuchpainhe

couldn'thideit.Heclenchedhisjawandtightened



hishandaroundmine,notrealizinghewasdoingit

abittootight.Atearescapedfromhiseye.

Whateverhe'sfeelingatthismoment,Ifeelita

milliontimesmore.

Me:"That'snotall.Ihadtostayimhospitalfortwo

weeksbecausethedamagewassobad.Ihadtolie

toPorscheandgogoandgowithhishijackingstory

becauseIwassoafraidofwhathemighthavedone

next.Myparentsandownsisterneverbotheredto

comeseeme.

Ireallyfeltsoalone,sohelpless.Porschewasreally

thebest.ItoldMam'MasangoexactlywhatLunga

saidIshouldtellher,butshedidn'tbelievemylie

onceIgothome.Shenursedmebacktohealth.I

recoveredfewweekslaterandthingsseemed

better,untilhismothercametovisit.Shenever

likedmesoIwasusedtoherinsults.

ShesuggestedthatLungatakeasecondwife,andI



refusedsoshesaidshewouldteachmealesson.

ShetookoneofLunga'sbeltsandkepthittingme

withthemetalsideofit,tillIendedupwitha

concussion.ThistimeInevertoldanyoneaboutit.

Iwasandstillamsopetrifiedofthatwoman.

IhadsomanybruisesonmybackthatIhadto

wearfullycoveredclothesfortwoweeks.After

thosetwoincidentsIjustlostit.Ihadamental

breakdownandthat'swhenPorscheforcedmeto

comeseeDr.Stein.Shesavedmefrommyself."

Philajustpulledmecloserforanembrace.

Me:"Iwasinahorriblestate,Phila.Everyone

thoughtitwasbecauseofthemiscarriage,butIjust

lostit.Icouldn'teatorfaceanyoneformonths.

ThingsgotworsewhenIslitmywristsinthebath

tubwhenIjustcouldn'thandlelifeanymore.That

waswhenLungadecidedtobealittlenicertome,

butitjustdidn'thelp.Ihadtogetonmedication



andhavebeenoniteversince.Ijuststoppedtaking

themedslastmonth."

Philaheldmecloserforanembrace.Hisbodywas

abittense,buthetriednottoshowit.

Phila:"So,youmeantotellmethatthedoctorwho

treatedyouneverquerieddomesticabuse?Even

afteryouhadreturnedafewweekslaterwitheven

morebruises?"

Me:(sniffinginhisarms)"No,Ineverevenasked.I

wassoterrifiedofhim,IthoughtifIaskedforhelp

hewasgoingtokillme.NottomentionZodwa."

Philakeptquietforawhile.AllthiswhileDr.Stein

waswatchingusandhadstoppedtakingnotes.

Afteraveryshortdeafeningsilence,Philadecided

tosaysomething.



Phila:"Iassumeyoustillhavethereportfromboth

incidents,rightDoc?"

Dr.Stein:"Yes,it'sstandardprocedurethatthe

patient'spsychologistgetsinformationofthe

patient'spreviousmedicalreportstoformulatea

properdiagnosisbeforestartingtreatment."

Phila:"I'mgoingtoneedthosereportsandacopyof

yourtherapysessions."

Dr.Stein:"Mr.Zwane,Icannotdothat.It'sagainst

policy..."

Philashotherastern,bewilderedlookbeforeshe

couldfinishhersentence.Dr.Steinfiguredit'stime

tocomplybeforeshegotamouthfulfromPhila.

Dr.Stein:"Ofcourse.Letmegetthempreparedfor



you.IwillaskmyPAtoemailthemtoyou."

Phila:"Thankyou.Iwillsmsyoumyemailaddress."

Dr.Stein:"Ofcourse.Thatisallfortoday.Wehave

madeimmenseprogress.Letmeleaveyoutwofor

afewminutes."

Shegotupfromhercouchandlefttheroom.I

finallycomposedmyselfandgotmyheadoff

Phila'schest.Myfacewassoredandmyeyes

swollenfromallthecrying.

Phila:"Areyoufeelingbetter,Sthandwasami?"

Hesaidthatholdingmychinwithtwoofhisfingers,

staringmeintheeye.IsawsomethinginhiseyesI

haven'tseeninalongtime,notsincehisfatherwas

murderedinHighSchool.Isawthelookofa



powerlessman,hiseyesglisteningwithtearsas

theythreatenedtofalldownonhischeeks.

Me:"I'mokay,Phila.It'sjust...Ihaven'ttoldanyone

aboutallofthis.It'sokayifyou'rethinkingof

leavingme.I'mtoodamaged."

Phila:"Lookatme,Ziyanda.Youwillstopwiththis

brokenstatementofyours.You'remyQueen,the

loveofmylife.Iloveyouwithallofme.Iwouldstill

loveyouevenifyouhadcutoffyourlegs.Iloveyou

somuch,Zee.

Itpainsmetoseehowmuchyou'vegonethrough

andIcouldn'tbetheretoprotectyou.Ipromiseyou

fromnowonI'mgoingtoprotectyouwithallofme.

Itistimetoendthisshitonceandforall.Asof

today,you'renolongergoingbacktothatuseless

Lunga.You'restayingwithmefromnowon,starting

today."



Ilookedathimpuzzled.

Me:"But,won'thecomeafterme?Afterus?What

aboutMam'Masango?Zodwa?Oh,no!Zodwawill

comeafterme,Iknowshewill!Andmymother!

Whataboutmyclothesandstuff?!Oh,gosh,Phila

I'mscared!"

Istartedcryingagainthinkingofallthehorror

ZodwapromisedtodotomeshouldIeverthinkof

leavingherpreciousson.

Phila:"Yaya,doyoutrustme?"

Me:"Yes,yes,Ido."

Phila:"That'sallyouneedtodo.Don'tworryabout

uselesspeople.Iwillhandlethem.Andasfor



clothes,itseemsyouhaveforgottentheclosetfull

ofclothesIgotforyou.Ifyoudon'tlikethemI'llget

younewclothes,anythingyouwant.Don'tworry

aboutMam'Masango.Shecancomelivewithusif

that'swhatyouwant.AllIneedfromyouistotrust

me."

Itookadeepsigh.Philahasneverletmedown-ever.

Idon'thavemuchtoloseandbesides,anywhereis

betterthanhome.

IsuddenlyrememberedthatIhaddinnerwiththe

girlsandtheyweresupposedtocometomyhouse.

Me:"Oh,Phila.IforgotthatthegirlsandIwere

supposedtomeetupfordinneratmy,well,Lunga's

house."

Phila:"It'sokay.Theycancometoourhouse.I'll

forwardyoutheaddressandtheycancome,butI'm



warningyou.AnyfunnybusinessfromBelinda,and

she'sout.Idon'ttrustthatbitchandneithershould

you,Sthandwasami.Beverycarefulofher,please."

Hewassoserious.Whatisitwithpeoplewarning

meaboutBelinda?AmIthatblind?

Me:"Okay,IpromiseIwillwatchher.Thankyoufor

allthis,Phila."

Phila:"Anythingforyou,Sthandwasami.

Ngiyakuthandayezwa?"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Phila:"Let'sgohome."

Home.Feelssogoodtohearhimsaythat.Our



home.WeleftDr.Stein'sofficeandhedecidedto

takeoverthewheelaswedrovebacktohishouse-

well,it'sourhousenow.

ChapterEighteen

Phila

Afterashortdrivebackhomefilledwithsilencewe

finallyarrivedhome.Ididn'tevenbotherplayingany

musicinthecar,asIwasfilledwithsomuchrage.

I'mnotangryatZee,I'mpissedoffatthat

motherfuckerLungaandthatsaggy,oldbitch

Zodwa.

Clearlytheydon'tknowtheBlackMamba.Iknow

GogoandIagreedononeplan,butthisshitis

gettingtiring.I'llhavetocallherandtellherI'm

movinginforthekill.Everyonewhowasinvolvedin

hurtingmyZeewillfeelmywrath,eventhatuseless

doctorwhoprobablygotbribedbyLungatokeep



hermouthshut.

I'llleavethatbitchBelindaforlast.Noonemesses

withmyZeeandgetsawaywithit-noone.Zeeon

theotherhandhasbeenratherquiet.Iparkthecar

andswitchofftheignition.

Phila:"Zee,areyouokay?You'vebeenawefully

quiet."

Ziyanda:"I'mokay,Phila.I'mjustabittired."

Phila:"Wecanalwayscancelthisdinnerdatewith

yourfriends.Youmeanmoretomethanthem-no

offence."

Zeelaughedalittlebit.AtleastImanagedtomake

hercrackasmile.



Ziyanda:"No,Phila.It'sokay.Perhapssomegirltalk

isjustwhatIneedrightnow.Theywon'tevenstay

thatlong."

Phila:"Good,becauseIwantyoualltomyself

tonight.Nofunnybusiness."

Herphonerangandshefrowned.

Ziyanda:"It'sLunga."

Phila:"Ignoreit.Remindmetogetyouanewphone

andnewnumber.It'stimetocuttieswiththatguy.

Forgood."

Ziyanda:"Iguessyou'reright.Letmeblockhimfor

nowsincethegirlswillbecommunicatingwithme

incasetheygetlost."



Phila:"Good.Let'sgetintothehouse.I'llrunyoua

nicebath."

Wewalkedhandinhandintothehouse.LuckilySbu

wasinthestudycatchinguponsomework.Ihad

textedhimbeforewelefttheofficeandbriefedhim

aboutthesituation.It'stimetounleaseCobraand

theBlackMamba.

Lunga

IdialedZee'snumberagainforthefifthtime.Itjust

goesmute.Didthisbitchjustblockme?!Mylifeis

amessrightnowandworstpartIcan'tgetholdof

Tony.It'ssounlikehim.Imean,withouthimIwon't

haveanyaccesstoanythingaroundZee.

Hisassistantisnotasgoodashim.Ican'tfunction

rightnow.Theonlyinformationhecoulddishout

wasthatZee'scarwasparkedatworkeversince



thismorning.It'sstillparkedtherewhichmeans

shemusthaveleftusingsomeoneelse'scar.I'm

totallyfucked.

PerhapsIcanusethatbitchBelindatogetmesome

infoonwhereZeeisandwhatshe'supto.They

weresupposedtohavedinnerheretonight,but

evenMam'Masangodidn'tcookorprwpare

everything.Ifuckinghatenotbeingincontrolof

anything!Masaidshewouldfixthisshit.Why

hasn'tshedoneanythingyet?!Idecidetocall

Belinda.

Belinda:"Hey,Baby."

Lunga:"Belinda,ukuphi(Whereareyou)?"

Belinda:"That'snotaverywarmgreetingespecially

sinceyouhaven'tseenmenoryoursoninawhile."



Lunga:"Yeh,wenaBelinda.Don'tfuckwithmeokay?

I'mnotinthemood.Ngitheukuphi(Isaidwhereare

you)?!"

Belinda:"Geez,noneedtobesoaggro.I'monmy

waytomeetupwiththeGirlsfordinner."

Lunga:"What?!Whichgirls?Where?Weren'tyou

supposedtomeetupatmyhouse?"

Belinda:"Yes,butZeechangedthelocationatthe

lastminute.I'mheadedthererightnow."

Lunga:"HeheuZeeuyang'nyelaman.Ahedoesn'tgo

toworkandnowsheisn'tcominghome,busy

hostingdinnersatherboyfriend'splace!Sendme

thataddress."

Belinda:"Hao,kantithisisaboutZee.You'restill



chasingafterher.Shedoesn'twantyouanymore."

Lunga:"Weh,Belinda,Sfebendini(youbitch).Isaid

sendmethelocationifyouknowwhat'sgoodfor

you.Otherwise,don'tevercallmeagain."

Ihungupbeforeshecouldsayanythingelse.I'm

fuming.Belindadidn'ttakelongtosendtheaddress

ofwheretheywillbetonght.ThatdickPhilawon't

knowwhathithim.I'mcomingtogetwhat'smine,

bro.Itakemycarkeysandtakeagulpofmy

whiskeyandleavethehouse.

Nomsa

I'vebeentryingtocontactZiyandaallbloodyweek

andshe'sbeenignoringme.Idon'treallyblameher,

ImeanI'vebeensuchahorriblemothertoherall

herlife.Ineedtofixallthisbeforeshithappens.I

canfeeldeathlurkinginmypresenceandIwouldn't



wanttodiebeforemakingamends.

Mybiggestmistakewassellingmydaughterto

Zodwaandherson.AllhersonsdiedandLungais

theonlyoneleft.HowIwishIcouldturnbackthe

timeandmakethingsright.Nowmysinsare

hauntingmeandIdon'tknowwhattodo.

ThatbitchZodwaisonmycase24/7.Doesn'tshe

havealifethough?!Ifshe'snotcallingshe's

sendingmeharassingmessages.Letmecallher

andtellherI'mout.Idon'twanttosteponMamba's

toes.I'veheardwhatheandCobradotothosewho

screwthemover.

AllI'vebeendoingallweekeversinceRonzacame

herethatnightisdrinkandthink,drinkandthink.

Khayaisawayonbusiness,thankgoodnessnot

thathe'severhomeandThandoandherbratshave

beenbotheringmeformoney.Sincewhenismylife

suchamess?IdialZodwa.



Zodwa:"Pleasetellmeigololakholokunuka(your

smellycunt)hasfinallyfixedthismess."

Nomsa:(Sigh)"YaziniZodwa(youknowwhat

Zodwa).Awomanofyourcallibreshouldlearnhow

tospeakproperly,man.Yourfoulmouthisreally

unattractive."

Zodwa:(annoyed)"Youdidn'tcallmeforacrash

courseonmannerisms,Nomsa.Nowtalk.Idon't

haveallnight."

Nomsa:"Look,I'mdone.Iwantout.Ican'tdothis

anymore.Zeedoesn'tdeservesuchhappeningto

herandyouandIbothknowyoursondoesn't

deserveher."

Zodwa:(laughinghystericallycausingNomsatoroll

hereyes)"Heh!NomsaBhenguhasfoundGod.



Sincewhendoyoucareaboutyourdaughterand

herwellbeing?Yeywena.Don'tfuckwithme

Nomsauyangizwa(doyouhearme)?!Ithinkit's

timeforKhayaandItohavealittlechataboutwho

Ziyanda'srealfatheris.Ibetyourmotherwillbeso

angrytohearthatyouactuallyliedaboutbeing

raped.Let'sseehowshewillfeelwhenIfinallytell

KhayathatyouhadanaffairwithKingBekumuzi

Gumede'ssonandwhenhecouldn'tchooseyou

overhiswife,youcriedrape."

Iwassodrained.Ijustdidn'tcareanymore.I've

beenabusedmyZodwaforwaytoolong.I'mjust

exhausted.

Nomsa:"Dowhatyouwant,Zodwa.Justdoit.

You'vebeenthreateningmeforsixyearsnow,sodo

it.Nowisyourchance,Idon'tgiveafuckanymore."

Zodwa:(surprised)"Weh,Nomsa.Itoldyou,Idon't

makeemptythreats.YouthinkI'mbluffingangithi."



Nomsa:"Doitman,Zodwa.YouhaveKhaya's

numbersowhydon'tyoujustsendhimamessage

abouteverything?!MeanwhileIwillalsotellDavid

thatyousacrificedallyourchildrensincetheywere

MaleandLungabeingthelastborn,yousacrificed

hismanhoodformdevatobecomericherangithi

(right)?Thatwaywewillallbeeven."

Zodwagrewscaredandkeptquietforasecond.

Zodwa:"Youwouldn'tdare!"

Nomsa:"Iwould.It'stimeIdorightbymydaughter,

whichIcannotsaythesameforyou.You'reawitch,

ZodwaandIcan'twaitforBlackMambatohear

aboutthis.Pierroisgoingtoexecuteyourhusband

oncehefindsoutwhatyouandLungaaretryingto

dowithKennedy.Don'tfuckwithmeZodwa,Iknow

allyoursecretsandIhavetheupperhandnow."



Zodwa'sheartwasbeatingsofastyoucouldalmost

hearitoverthephone.

Zodwa:"Wait,Nomsa.Ukhulumangani(Whatare

youtalkingabout)?WhatdoyoumeanMambaand

Cobra?AndhowdoyouknowabouttheKennedy

deal?"

Nomsa:"YoushouldknowbynowthatIhavemy

waysjustasmuchasyouhaveyours,Zodwa.I

meanPhilaisMambaandCobraishistwinbrother

Sbu,youidiot.Nowyou'vereallymessedup,Zodwa.

YouandyoursonareplanningtoovertakePierroby

stealinghisdealersandclientswithKennedy.He's

goingtocomeforyou.Istillhaveachanceto

redeemmyselfandI'mgoingtotellZeeeverything.

I'mgoingtotellherhowyouforcedLungatomarry

hersothatyoucansacrificeallherchildren



becauseofherroyalbloodline.I'mgoingtotellher

howyouputaspellonLungasohecouldbeather

toapulpsothatshemiscarriesandyouusedthat

foetusformorepowerandmoney.

I'mgoingtotellherhowyougotBelindaonyour

payrolltosleepwithLunga'sbrotherandclaimthat

thechildisLunga'sson.Youhaveruinedmylife

andnowyouwanttoruinZiyanda'slifeevenfurther.

I'mdonewithyou,ZodwaandI'mabouttoserve

youonasilverplattertoMamba.Gameover,bitch.

IhungupbeforeshecouldsayanythingandItook

asipofmychampagne.Ineedtogoseemymother

tomorrowandconfessmysins.Zodwatriedcalling

meback,butIswitchedoffmyphone.Itfeelsgood

tohaveallthepowerforonce.Redemptionfeels

reallygood.

Zodwa



ItriedcallingandcallingNomsaagainbutitjustleft

mestraighttoVoicemail.Whodoesthatwhore

thinksheis?Howdoessheknowallmysecrets

kanje?I'mliterallyshakingandhavingpalpitations.

Itrytodrinksomewaterbutthegripletlooseand

theglassfelltotheground.Ifellontotheground

andtriedtocomposemyself.Ineedagameplan

andquickly.IhadnoideaMambaandPhilaarethe

sameperson.

I'mtrulyfuckedandnowIcan'tcontrolNomsa

anymore.Ineedtothink.Perhapswecanmake

anotherdealwiththeSorcererandPhilawon'tcome

afterme.IdecidetocallLunga.

Lunga:"YeboMa.(yes,ma)"

Zodwa:"Cometomyhousenow.Wehavea



problem."

Lunga:"Ican'ttalknow,ma.I'monmywaytoPhila's

house.ZeeisthereandIneedherwithme."

Istartedtopanicmore.

Zodwa:"No,waitLungadon'tgothere!Philais..."

Icouldn'tevenfinishmysentencebeforehecutme

off.

Lunga:"I'llcomeseeyoutomorrowma,afterIdeal

withthis."

Hehungup.Oh,Nkosiyami(oh,mygosh).Whatdo

Idonow?Itrytocallhimagainbuthisphonegoes

straighttovoicemail.Oh,no.Lungaiswalking



straightintoatrap.Nginyilestraight(I'minserious

shit).Ican'tloseanotherson,myonlyson.Ican't.I

can'tbearanymoreofthisfrustrationasIsob

loudlyonthefloor.

ChapterNineteen

Ziyanda

IgotoutofthebathtubandfixedmyselfasI

preparedfordinnerwiththegirls.There'snoneed

todressupsoIputonacropTeewithblack

leggingsandslippers.Luckilythistshirtisn't

showinganypartofmybreastsortummy.I

wouldn'twantSbutogetthewrongideaaboutme.

Philaisthesweetestman.Heliterallygot

everythinginmysizeandexactlywhatIlike.I

noticedIhaven'tbeeneatingproperlynowadays.All

thisstressistakingitstollonme.I'msohappyhe's

bymyside.Icheckmyphoneforanymessages

fromthegirlsandInotice8Missedcallsandone

messagefrommymother."Ziyanda,mybaby,



pleasecallmeback.It'surgent.Iknowwe'renot

thatcloseandit'sallmyfault.Pleaseallowmeto

fixit.CallmeMybaby."That'sweird.Mymom

callingmepetnamesandsoundingsosincere.

That'sveryodd.Perhapsshe'sdyingorsomething

likethat.Ichoosetoignoreher.I'lldealwithher

anothertime.

Philawalkedinwithasmileonhisface.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(mylove).Yourfriendsare

here.PorschespeciallytoldmeifIdon'tcomeback

withyouwithin2minutesshe'sgoingtoburndown

myhouse".

Ilaughed.Oh,Porsche.

Me:"Okay,I'mdoneanyway.Let'sgo."



AsIwalkeddownthestairsIsawPorschestanding

inthemiddleofthekitchenholdingplateswithfood,

whileKeleisbusypouringsomewineinglasses.

Belindaontheotherhandwaslookingaroundwith

aweirdlookonherface.It'sbetweendisgustand

aweorrathersurprise,Ijustcan'ttell.

Porsche:"Whoo!It'saboutdamntime,"Sthandwa

sami"(imitatingPhila).Comehelpmewithsetting

upthedinnertablesinceBelindaasenamatsogo,

ngwaneso(sinceBelindadoesn'thavehands,my

sister.)"

Phila:(chuckling)"Well,that'smyqueueladies.

Shoutifyouneedanything."

Heturnedtomeandwhisperedinmyearbeforeleft

forhisstudy.

Phila:"Sthandwasami,don'tforgetwhatIsaidabout



yourfriend."

Withthatsaidhewalkedawayandleftus.Icarried

twoplateswithpizzaandPorschecarriedanother

twowithsalads,whileKelecarriedtwoglassesto

thedinnertableandwentbacktogettheothertwo.

AllthiswhileBelindaiajuststandinglooking

around,leavingPorscheratherannoyed.Icouldn't

helpbutalsofeelatadbitannoyedtoo.Imeanit'sa

bitrudetowatchpeoplepreppingfoodwhileyou're

juststandingdoingabsolutelynothing.

Porsche:"Eh,QueenElizabeth,Rekopaatleastotle

le(atleastbring)thebottleofwineandicecantoe.

(Please)"

Kele:"Yes,kgantewhyveleosadiresepe,Belinda

(Whyaren'tyouhelpingout)?"

Belinda:"Oh,sorryman.I'mjustadmiringthe



beautyofthishouse.Imean,I'maskingmyselfhow

Philaaffordsallthis.Mustbethebenefitsofcrime."

Wow.I'musedtoBelindatalkingshitbutthat'sjust

alowblow.Kele,Porscheandmyselfwe'reabit

dumbstruck.Ithinkthat'sbecausesheusually

saysshitwhenshe'shadabittoomuchtodrink.A

partofmefeelslikeshedoesitonpurposesoshe

canblameitonthealcohol.Porscheontheother

handhasalwayssaidthatBelindahasalwaysbeen

jealousofme.I'mstartingtobelieveit.

Porsche:"Heh!Belindaweh!(clappinghands)Kopao

skaretenaplease(Don'tannoyus).Youjustrock

uphereandbarelytenminutesyou'vebeenhere

you'rethrowinginsultsintheman'shouse.Theman

whoinvitedyouhere.Gaoswabewaitse(Youreally

havenoshame).Kanawaitibalagore(You're

forgettingthat)yourlifeisamessandyoudon't

evenknowwhofatheredyourchild."



Okay,thisisabouttogetoutofhand.Belinda

knowsbetterthantoarguewithPorsche.

Kele:"Okay,ladies,please.Canwejusthangouthle?

ImeanBelinda,you'retheonewhokeptinsisting

thatwehookuptonightandnowyou'rebeingnasty.

IthinkyoushouldapologizetoZee,please."

BelindalookeddownandIthinkshewasabithurt

myPorsche'scomment.Porschestookdwithher

handsfoldedandhereyebrowsraisedlookingat

her.

Belinda:"Keleisright.I'msorry,Zee.I'vejustbeen

stressedlately.Ididn'tmeantotakeitoutonyou."

Kele:"See,problemsolved.Let'senjoyourselves,

ladies.Wehaven'tseeneachotherinforever."



Kele,shortforKelebogile.She'salwaysbeenthe

peacemakerinthegroup.Abookworm,alsoan

AccountingmajorlikeSbuwhograduatedwithCum

laudeandanhonoursdegree,andatotalsuckerfor

romance.Shewearsglasses,buthassucha

beautifulface.Shehasabigafroandneverwears

weaves.Shehasatinywaistandcurvesfordays.I

justadoreherspirit.Itbringscalmnesstothegroup.

Me:"ItotallyagreewithKele,guys.Let'senjoythis

night."

Wesatdownandgrabbedsomefood,butIcould

alreadytellPorsche'smoodwasalreadyruined.

Me:"So,Kele,howarethings?It'sbeenawhilehey."

Kele:"Oh,well,sameold,sameold.Brianhasbeen

inandoutofjobshey,butItrytokeepthefamily

together.LuckilyKPMGhiredmeamonthagoand



thesalaryisgreat."

Me:"I'msoglad,man.Andhow'sThato?I'msurehe

talkstoomuchnow."

Kele:(laughing)"He'ssoadorbsnowhey.Imean

he'squiteahandfulthough.Ineverknewthreeyear

oldshadsomuchenergytolastthemalifetime."

Shesaidthatasshepassedherphoneontoallof

usshowingushispictures.Shejustlightsupwhen

shetalksaboutherson.It'ssoadorableandIcan't

waittohavemyown.

Porsche:"Speakingofkids,how'sBanele,Belinda?"

Belindaseemedabitcaughtbythatquestionand

tookawhilebeforesheanswered.



Belinda:"He'sgood,hey,reallygood."

Porsche:"Kanahowoldishenow?Five?"

Belinda:"yes,kgantewhat'swiththemillion

questions,Portia?!"

Wow.Okay.Belindajustseemstoneverliketalking

aboutherson.Ifindthatsoodd.We'venevereven

seenhispictures.Ineverreallyask.Iguessshe's

ashamedbecauseshesaysshedoesn'tknowwho

thefatherisandhewasaonenightstand.

ApparentlyBaneleliveswithherauntinCapeTown,

whilesheliveshereinPretoria.

Porsche:"Calmdown,sesi.We'rejustmaking

conversation.Whydidyousuggestthisdinnerif

you'regoingtobesogrumpyanyways?"She

clickedhertongueandpouredussomemorewine.



Kele:"Anyway,Zee.Isawsomeguardsaroundthe

house.What'sthedealwiththat?"

Whilewe'reconversingBelinda'sphonekeeps

beepingandshe'signoringherphoneand

eventuallyswitchesitoff.Mustbeapersistentexor

something.

Me:(slightlaugh)"Oh,that.Philalikesbeingsafe,

youknow.Nothingmajor."

Idecidetocutmyanswersasshortaspossible.I

don'tthinkitwouldbeappropriatetotellthemwhy

Philahassomuchsecurityaroundhim.

Belinda:"SpeakingofPhila,Zee.Areyouguys

togetherorwhat?Andwheredoesthatleave

Lunga?"



Belindawasratherinquisitivetonight.Itmademe

feelabituneasy,butIwon'tshowit.Iremember

Phila'ssternwarning.Somethingisn'trightabout

Belinda.AsIwasabouttoandwer,Porschejumped

rightinanddidthetalkingforme,whichI'mgrateful

for.

Porsche:"Well,sinceyoureallymustknow,Phila

andZeeareanitemnowandLungaisathingofthe

past.Sinceyou'vealwaysfoundhimhot,Bee,you

canhavehimnow.He'sallyours."

ItrustPorschetothrowalowblowatsomeonereal

quick.

Kele:"Well,I'mhappyforyou,Zee.I'veneverreally

likedLunga.Ifyou'rehappythenI'mhappy."

Belinda:(annoyed)"KganteZeegaakgonego

ipolella(can'tZeespeakforherself)?"



Porsche:"Shecan,butIjustliketalkingonher

behalf.Ihaveallnightyouknow."

Belinda:"Well,I'veneverwantedLunga.And

besides,whowouldwantatwo-minutenoodle?I

alsodon'tapproveofyoufuckinganexwhileyou're

stillmarried,Ziyanda."

Kele:(shocked)"Belinda!"

Porsche:"It'sokay,Kele.I'vegotthis.Noonecares

whetheryouapproveofanythingornot.Zeedoesn't

needyourapproval.Legona,howdoyouknowhe's

atwominutenoodle?AsIremembercorrectlyZee

hasneverlaidoutherbedroomissueswhenever

we'retogether."

PorschekepthereyesatBelindawhileBelinda

lookeduneasy.Shelookedlikeshewasthinkingof



somethingtosayuntilshestoodup.

Belinda:"Ag,wenaPortiaobusykadi20questions

tonight(Oh,Portia,you'resobusywith20questions

tonight).Sincewhenoledetective(Sincewhenare

youadetective)?Anyway,pleaseexcuseme,Ineed

thebathroom.Ekokae(Whereisit)?"

Kele:"Come,I'llshowyou.IwenttherejustwhenI

arrived."

TheybothleftthetableandPorschekeptstaringat

them.

Porsche:"Somethingisfishyaboutthatskinnybitch.

Idon'ttrustherZeeandneithershouldyou."

Me:"Youknow,Philasaidthesamethingtome

earlieron."



Porsche:"Hehe,SomethingisupandI'mgoingto

findoutonewayoranother."

WekeptsippingonourwineandIfilledherinona

fewdetails,includinghowPhilaatemycoochie

earlieron.Istillcan'tbelieveIcameonhisface.She

welcomedmetotheorgasmclubwithahighfive.

Phila

I'minthestudywithSbuandhejustplayedmea

recordingofthephonecallbetweenNomsaand

Zodwa.Thosetwobitchesaregoingtofeelmy

wrath.NowthatwefinallyknowwhyZiyandawas

forcedtomarryLunga,shecandivorcehisassand

wecangetmarried.Ican'ttellZeeaboutBelinda

andthatbastardchild,notrightnow.What'sworse

isthatthesonisn'tevenLunga'skid.SoLungais

actuallyimpotent.



That'ssomefuckedupshit.I'vealwaysknownnot

totrustthatbitch,butmyZeealwaysseesthegood

inpeopleanditwillruinheroneday.Iheared

LungatellingGogoZodwahe'sonhiswayhere.Let

himcome.I'mwaitingforhim.Ialreadytoldoneof

myguystopreparetoshoothimrightatthegate.I

can'taffordhimbeingshotrightinfrontofmy

house.Thatmightjustscareoffthewomen,

especiallyZee.Idon'twanttoexposehertothat

kindoflife.She'swaytokfragileforthat.SbuandI

decidetocatchupwhilesippingonsomewhiskey,

patientlyawaitingacallfromoneofmyguystelling

methatit'sdone.Ican'twaittoofficiallygetridof

thatleech.

Belinda

Ihadtothinkofawaytogetoutofthatmessy

situation.InearlyblurtedoutthatI'mfuckingLunga.

Tomakemattersworsehe'sbeencallingand



textingme.

Kele:(Whispering)"What'sthehelliswrongwith

you,Bee?Whydidyoudothat?Wagafa(areyou

crazy)?"

Belinda:(annoyed)"Keleman,skatlakagontenale

wena(Don'tyoualsoannoyme.)"

Kele:"I'mtryingtohelpyouhere.Ifyoucontinuethe

wayyou'regoingon,yoursecretwillbeout."

Belinda:"Isthatso,Mrs.GoodyTwoshoes?"

Kele:"Bonafa(lookhere)Belinda.I'myourfriend

andwhatyou'redoingtoZeeisnotright.I'mgiving

youachancetowalkawaybeforeeveryonegets

hurt."



ShewalkedawayclickinghertongueandIcouldn't

bebothered.She'sannoyingasfuckactinglike

she'sbetterthaneveryone.Zeehasalwaysbeen

littlemissperfectandnowthatShe'swithPhila,it's

myturntobeMrs.Nqcobo.

Igotinthebathroomandswitchedonmyphone.I

checkmymessagessincehe'sbeenblowingupmy

phone."Wherethefuckareyou?""Comeout.""The

guardswon'tletmein."Idecidetocallhim.

Lunga:"Whythefuckhaven'tyoubeenanswering

mymessages,Belinda?!"

Belinda:(whispering)"Sorry,Icouldn'tanswer.I

didn'twantthemtogetsuspicious."

Lunga:"NgithecomeoutnowsothatIcangetinto

yourboot.Ican'tgetin-"



Hecouldn'tevenfinishhissentencewhenIheard

threegunshots.Ipanicked.

Belinda:"Lunga?!Lu?!Oh,myGod,Lupleaseanswer

me!Areyouokay?!"

AsIburstoutintearssomeonetookoverhisphone.

Voice:"TakethisasawarningfromBlackMamba.

You'renext."

ThelinewentdeadandIsuddenlyfeltlikeI'mabout

topissmyselfwhileshaking.

ChapterTwenty

Ziyanda

Kele,PorscheandIwerechattingawayasalways



andenjoyingourselvessomuchthatweactually

forgotaboutBelindaforasecond.Wewerehaving

ChocolatecakefordessertwhenBelindacame

stormingdownthestairsintears.

Me:"Bee,areyouokay?"

Belindawasinserioustearsandstruggledtospeak.

Porsche:"Hao,Beelewena.Buaman(Talkman)!Go

swilemang(Whodied)?!

Seemslikesomeonereallydiddiebecauseshe

wailedevenmore.I'veneverseenBelindalikethis

before.It'sheartbreakingtoseeanotherwomancry

likethis.Oh,no.Shecan'tpossiblydriveinthis

state.LetmecallPhila.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).



Me:"Phila,canyoupleasedropBelindaoffather

house?Shecan'tpossiblydrivelikethis.She'sina

stateandIdon'tknowwhat'swrong."

Phila:"Noworries,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Sbu

willdrivehercarwhileIdriveherhomeinmine."

Me:"Thankyousomuch.I'mreallysorryto

inconvenienceyoulikethis."

Phila:"It'sokay,babywami.Besides,Mooikloofisn't

thatfarfromhere.We'recomingnow."

Ihungupthephoneandbreathedasighofrelief.

Me:"Bee,it'sokay.Philaisgoingtotakeyouhome.

Sbuwilldriveyourcarsothatyoucanbeabletogo

toworktomorrow."



Belindawasn'tevensayinganything.Shewasjust

noddingwhichItookasasignofsayingthankyou.

Shewasstillsobbingthough,waylessthanbefore.

PhilacamewithSbu.

Sbu:"Ladies.Let'sgoBee-Bee.Oskallanenana

(Don'tcry,baby).Whomeveritisthatdiedneele

nakoyagae(Itwasprobablytimeforhim/herto

die).

Sbuthough.Howinsensitive.Porscheontheother

handwasintriguedandsilentlylaughing.

Me:"Sbumara.Don'tbelikethat."

Sbu:(withasmirkonhisface)Okay,sorryke.(He

rubbedBelinda'sback.)Mfedikeytsakoloinana



(Givemethecarkeys,baby.).Let'sgetyouhome

safely."

AllthiswhilePhilawasjustdisinterested.They

bothleftandIwasleftwithKeleandPorsche.

Kele:"Wow,guys.It'snotnicetoseeBelindalikethis.

Whatdoyouthinkhappened?"

Porsche:"Karma."

Me:"Porschemaralewenabeserious."

Porsche:"WhosaidI'mjoking?"Shesaidthat

sippingonherwinenotcaringaboutBelindaorhow

shemightbefeelingatthispoint.

Kele:"Ai,guys.Letmeloveandleaveyou.I'llcheck



upBeetomorrow.BesafeonyourtriptoCape

Town,Zee.HavefunandshowBrennerwhatyou're

madeof."ShesaidsmilingandgavebothPorsche

andIhugs.Iwalkedheroutandshedroveoff.

MeanwhilePorschewasjustsittinginherchair,

unbothered,drinkingherwine.Istoodlookingat

her.

Porsche:"Keng(what)?Obatla(Doyouwant)some

morewine?"

Me:(chuckling)"maraobjangwenaPortiaWilliams,

heh(WhatkindofPersonareyou,PortiaWilliams,

huh)?"

Porsche:"I'mapersonwholovesyouverymuchand

whocannotpretend.Nowstopcomplainingand

givemeatourofthisgorgeousmansion."



Ilaughedshakingmyhead.It'snousetelling

PorschewhattodoorhowtofeelaboutanyonesoI

letherbe.Wegotupthestairswithourwine

glassesinourhandsasItookheraroundthehouse

foratour.

Phila

BelindagotintothecarandIdroveoffandSbu

camefollowingafterwards.Thisismychanceto

getthisbitchtocuthernicegirlact.Weallknow

shehatesZee.Somuchthatshewantstotake

everythingawayfromher.Shedecidedtositatthe

back,probablysoshecanmournherlousy

boyfriendinpeace.Aswedroveoutoftheestate,

therewereParamedicsonthesceneattendingto

thatfuckandhiscarwasbeinginspectedbyPolice.

Ithinkshesawthatasconfirmationthathemight

bedeadandstartedcryingagain.Mxm,Lunga

though,whateverhappenedtoBro'sbeforehoes?



Phila:"So,youwanttotalkaboutwhathappened?"

Sheshookherheadtryingtowipehertears.Ikept

lookingatherthroughtherearviewmirror.Jah,neh.

Fakeassbitch.

Phila:"Youknow,youcancuttheact,Belinda.I

knowyou'refuckingLungaandthatyouhaveason

withhim.Whatbafflesmeisthatwhydon'tyouend

yourfakefriendshipwithZiyanda?"

Shelookedatmesoshockedwithhereyeswide

open.

Phila:"Now,answermebeforeIputabulletthrough

yourheadandfeedyoutocrocodiles,joushit."

ChapterTwentyOne

Ziyanda



ItookPorscheonatouraroundthehouseandshe

absolutelylovedit.Iwasjustfallingdeepinthought

evernowandthenthinkingaboutBelinda's

behaviour.

Porsche:"Tjo!Wabonachomi(Wow!Justlook

friend)!Mokeseriousupgrade(Thisisaserious

upgrade).Kekamokgwaojoyejewangkateng

(Thisishowyouliveandenjoylife).Bonafela(Just

look);Abetterlookingman,abiggerhouse,afatter

bankaccountANDPipietona(Abiggerdick)!Itold

youletsatsilagohlabelangwanyana(Itoldyou

betterdaysawaityou,girl)."

Webothlaughedandclickedourglassestogether.

Porsche:"SpeakingoftheD,omofaneng(whenare

yougivingitup)?GapeI'mprettysurehisballsare

blueasfuck,manZee.Lewena(youalso)youneed



toexperiencesexyamannete(realsex)."

Me:(Blushing,feelingalittleflushed)"Hai,man(no,

man)Porsche.It'sstilltoosoon."

Porsche:"Toosoonka(in)2020?!Haowawena(no,

man).DidyouforgetthatRobandIhadsexonthe

firstdate?Andbesides,it'snotlikeyoudon'tknow

Phila,thisisjustoneofthosetobecontinued

phases.Ihonestlydon'tseethereasonyou'restill

waiting."

Porachedoeshaveabitofapoint,though.WouldI

beabitofabitchifIdidsleepwithPhilathough?

Me:"Ihearyou,chomi(friend).Ijustdon'tknowif

ke(I'm)ready,hey."

Porsche:"Nooneiseverreallyreadyforeverything,



friend.Sexeyakadifeelings,wantshwara(youget

me)?Notdithoughts.That'swhyonnaleodryso,

tshwanetseojesekukueo(That'swhyyou'resodry,

youneedtofeedthatvagina)."

Sheburstoutinlaughterwhichleftmeabit

embarrassed.Ijusthadtochangethesubject.

Me:"Anyway,didyouhaveanytroublerunningthe

officealonetoday?"

Porsche:"Skachangersubject(Don'tchangethe

subject).ThinkaboutwhatIsaid.Weshould

seriouslygolingerieshoppingsoon,it'shightime

yougotthosetittiesouttoplay.Ag,howwelldo

youknowme?Ibasicallyamthefaceofthe

company,baby.ItwasjustabithecticbecauseI

havetodealwithplacingnewstaff.Mr.Pis

merginghisconstructioncompanywithus,hence

herevampedthewholebuilding,sowe'reexpecting

newstaffka(on)Monday.Yourboyfriendwa



nkolota(owesme),sinceI'llberunningthe

companyle(even)tomorrowsinceyou'releaving

beforenoon."

Philathough.Iguesshemustbereallyrichtobe

growingthecompanysosoonafterhisarrival.And

what'sthisIhearnowaboutusleavingbeforenoon?

IthoughtI'dbeheadingforworktomorrow.This

wholethingofhimmakingdecisionsformedoesn't

sitverywellwithmeandIneedtosithimdown

aboutit.ThelastthingIneedistohaveanother

Lungaonmycase.

Me:"We'releavingbeforenoon?Kanjani(How)

Porsche?"

Porscheseemedlikesheletoutalittlebitmore

thansheshould'veandseemedabitregretful.

Porsche:"Eish,lennakaphaphaman(I'mwayto



foward,man).Orilekeskagobotsa(HesaidI

shouldn'ttellyou).Ke(It'sa)surprisesoact

surprised.AndDONOTtellhimItoldyou.

Iwasevenmoreconfusedthanwhenshestarted.

Me:"Ushokanjanimanje(Whatdoyoumeannow)?

SurpriseforwhatbecauseI'mpitchingforBrenner?"

Porschequicklyshutmedown.

Porsche:"Ey,ey,ey,Zee.Kaokopatoe(Please,I'm

beggingyou).Tswamogonna(Leavemealone).

Kareke(Isaidit'sa)surprisesoactsurprised.

Enoughquestionslewena.It'sbadenoughIhave

todeallemogeteola(thatasshole)barengke

(called)Nozionadaily.Yesses(Dammit)thatgirl

wantapisa(wearsmeout).Shecan'thandlethe

factthatBossPorometse(sent)everyoneanemail

withstrictinstructionstodoasIsaythesetwodays



untilyouguyscomebackonMonday.KerebonaI

evenhostdimorningbriefingnet(just)forcontrol.

Gollasehlakosakadaarso(I'minchargethere)."

Ilaughedsohardimagininghowtoughshemustbe

onNoziandhersidekickThato.I'mprettygladI

won'tbeseeingthosetwoforawhile.Ihavenoidea

howShanedealswiththem.IjusthopeNozi

doesn'tstartspreadingrumoursaboutPhilaandI.

Me:"Ijusthopeshedoesn'tspreaddirumourska

nnale(aboutmeand)Phila,youknow."

Porsche:"Wena,odlallaNozipho(youreally

underestimateNozipho).Shehasalreadystarted,

butyouknowme.Itoldherwheretogetoffshame.

Anyway,gobalata(it'sgettinglate).I'msureRob

mustbewornoutwiththekids.Letmegobeforehe

startscomplaining.Waitsebannabababjang(You

knowhowthesemenare)."



Itisgettingratherlate.11pmandPhilaisstillnot

backyet.I'mstartingtoworry.Itisn'tverysafeout

thereespeciallyatthistimeofthenight.Porsche

andIhuggedandsaidourgoodbyes.Idecidedto

cleanupabitanddothedishesinthesinksince

theyweren'tthatmany,justafewplatesandsome

wineglasses.Itidiedupandwenttositinthe

bedroom.LuckilyPhilahasatvinheresoIdon't

havetocurluponthecouchifIwanttocatchupon

sometvtime.IrealizethatIhadleftmyphonein

herewhenthegirlsarrived.

IcheckmyphoneandIhave20missedcallsand

dozensofmessagesfrombothmymotherand

Lunga'smother.Idecidetoignorethemall.These

twoareprobablyteamingupagainstmetryingto

getmetogobackhome.Ibrushedmyteeth,

positionedmyselfinthebed.Iswitchedonthetv

hopingtocatchupontheRiverandcameacrossa

disturbingheadline:"Prominentbusinessman

LungqNgcoboshotthreetimesintheearlyhoursof



theevening".OhmyGod!Istartedtopanicand

tearsfelldownmyfaceinvoluntarilyleavingmy

visionabitblurred.CouldthisbePhila'sdoings?I

dialhisnumberanditgoesunansweredstraightto

voicemail.Didhereallymeanwhathesaid?"Ifyou

comeforthosewhocomeafterandmythoseIlove,

IWILLkillyou."Hiswordskeptplayinglikeanold

recordIcan'tseemtoforgetinmyhead."Please

Lord,letthisnotbetrue."Ithoughttomyselfand

saidasilentprayer.

Phila

Phila:"Iaskedyouaquestion,sisi(sister)andyou

betteranswerme."

Belinda:(rattled)"I..I...Phila-"

Phila:"Mr.Zwanetoyou!"



Belinda:"Mr..Mr.Zwane.Ireallydon'tknowwhat

you'retalkingabout."

Hehe,thisbitchisplayingwithfire.LuckilyI'mina

goodmoodtoday.Ieliminatedthethreattomyand

Zee'slife,soIwon'tkillherjustyet.Idecidedto

playsomeOperaMusic.Pierrotaughtmethat

Operasingerssingtoaperson'ssoul,andhe

alwaysplayeditinthebackgroundbeforekilling

traitors.Itsoothesmealottoo,sowheneverIwant

tocalmmyselfdownIplaysome.Myfavourite

OperaartistisLucianoPavarottiandIdecideto

playmyfavouritesong'NessunDorma'.

Phila:"DoyouknowwhattheItalianMafiadoesto

traitorslikeyou?Especiallywhoreswhogoaround

actinglikewivesforgettingtheirplace?"

Shejuststaredatmewide-eyed,asmuteasafish.



Phila:"Theyinviteallthemafialeadersandtheir

wivesforanicedinnerpartyandbeheadyouin

frontofeveryone.Ifyoulie,theycutyourtongue.If

youstealfromthem,theycutyourarmorboth

dependinghowmuchyoustole.Ifyoufuckwith

theirwomen,theycutyourdickoff,butinyourcase

sinceolemagosha(sinceyou'reaprostitute)they

cutyourheadoffandsendittoyourlovedones.

Therestofthebodygetsburnttoash.Youdon't

deserveaproperfuneralandyousimplybecome

anotherJohnDoe."

Shelookedreallyscaredlikeshe'sabouttopisson

myleatherseats.

Phila:"Oskabewatenyela(don'tyoudareshit

yourself)onthoseseats.Ijustgotthiscarlast

weekforZee.I'dhatetoruinitkanyoyaoyago

kga(I'dhatetoruinitwithyourfoul-smellingcunt).

Iwasdrivingthegolfseven.ZeelikesthiscarandI



don'twantherruiningit.

Wegottohergate.Hmm,areallyniceamdposh

nyananeighbourhood,butrathersmall

Townhouses.

Phila:"Openthegate."

Belinda:(crying)"Please,pleasedon'tkillme.Oska

mpolayahle(Don'tkillmeplease).IPromiseI'll

stayoutofZee'slife.AllIwantedwastobenumber

oneinLunga'slife."

Phila:"Belinda,Ireallydon'thaveallnight,youknow.

Kerile(Isaid)openthegate.Andophumule

maminaaoamasepa(Andwipethatshittysnotoff

yourface)."

Sheopenedthegateusingherremote.Iparkedthe



carandSbuparkedrightnexttomeandgotoutto

takeasmoke.

Phila:"Etswa(Getout)."

Belindawalkedoutshakinglikealeaf.It'ssovisible

evenatthisdarkhour,especiallysinceshe'sskinny

asfuck.

Sbu:"Ai,Mamba.NnaakitsiDynamiteobonaeng

momonna(Idon'tknowwhatDynamiteseeshere,

man).Mokekerepeomoserious(she'saserious

skinnychicken)."

Webothlaughed.Myphonerang.ItwasZee.I

decidednottoansweritandfinishthisnightoff

withawarning.

Phila:"Bonamo,Belinda(Lookhere,Belinda).You



hadbettercomecleantoZeeabouteverythingyou

havedonetoher.I'mnotgoingtodothedirtywork

foryou.IfIeverseeyoucomingnearherand

throwinginsultsatherlikeyouweredoingtonight

duringyourdinnerparty,I'llcutyourfuckinghead

offandfeedittoyourbastardson,uyangizwa(do

youunderstand)?"

Belinda(shaking):"Ye..Yes,Iunderstand."

Phila:"Good.Nowyou'llsendheranicemessage

apologizingforyourbehaviourandforcallingmea

criminalinmyownhouse.I'mgivingyouaweekto

comecleanotherwiseyou'llmeetyourboyfriendin

hell.Sbu,arevaye(let'sgo)."

Sbu:"Byebye,nana."

Wegotinthecar,leavingBelindascaredashellon

thedriveway.NoonemesseswithMambaand



getsawaywithit.

IdroppedSbuoffathishouseandleftformine.He

wantedtosleepoveragain,butIwanttobealonein

myhousewjthmywoman.Hehashisownwife,

man.IDon'tgetwhyhehardlywantstosleepat

homeifhelovesSharonsomuch,butanywayI'll

havefrankdrophiscarofftohimfirstthinginthe

morning.It'slikehedoesn'thaveanyothercars,but

Iguessyoucan'tseparateamanfromhistoys.

Iparkedmycarinthegarageandwalkedin.Isee

Zeecleanedupabit.Iheadedupstairsandfound

hersobbingonthebed.Iquicklyrushtoherside

andgotonmyknees.

Phila:"Yaya,babywami(mybaby).Yini?

Kwenzalakaleni(Whathappened)?"

Zee:"Di..Didyou...Didyouhavehimkilled?Lunga,



didyouhavehimshot?"

Myheartstartedracingfasterthanusual.Howthe

fuckdidthisgetonthenewswhenIgavestrict

instructions?Peoplearegoingtolosetheirjobsin

theam!HowdoIgoaboutthis?Istaredatherin

theeyes.Iknowbetterthantolietoher.I'mso

conflicted.DoIcomecleanorlietoher?WhatdoI

do?

ChapterTwentyTwo

Phila

Ziyanda:"Iaskedyouaquestion,Nkosenye.Did

youhaveLungashot?"

Phila:"No.Ididn'tdoit."

Ziyandalookedatmeforawhilebeforespeaking



again.Herfaceissored,Iactuallyfeelashamed

forlyingtoherrightnow.ButIcan'thavehermad

atmewhenIhavesuchagreatweekendplanned

forus.Callmeselfish,butatleastI'mselfishwith

herfeelingsinmind.

Ziyanda:"But,buttheysaidhewasshotrighthere

outsideyourestate."

Mxm.Stupidjournalists.IthoughtIpaidthat

fuckingmayortomakesurethisnewsdoesn't

reachpeople'sears.Ishouldhavedonethismyself.

Phila:"Peoplegetshotandkilledeveryday,

Sthandwasami(Mylove).Maybehewasfollowing

oneofyourfriendshereorsomething.Besides,

whyareyousoworkedupaboutthisguy?Hedidn't

loveyou,Zee.Ido."

Ziyanda:"Iknow,it'sjustthat,Idon'twishdeath



uponhimoranythinglikethat.He'sallI'veknown

forsolong,Ijusthaveasoftspotforhim,Iguess."

Hearinghersaythatmademefeelapangof

jealous.Really,Zee?Thisguybeatyoutoapulp

andyoustillhaveasoftspotforhim?!Ijustthought

silently.Idon'twanttoupsetheranyfurthersoI

justletherbeonthat.Soonenoughthissoftspot

yamasimba(thissoftspotshit)willbeover.I'll

makesureofit.

Phila:"Iunderstand.Listen,getinthecovers.Let

megobrushmyteethandshowerabit.I'llbewith

younownow,okay?"

ShenoddedasIgotupfromthefloorandkissed

heronthelips.ShegotinthecoversandIgotin

thebathroom,andtookashower.AsIgotoutI

receivedanemailfromdr.Steinwiththereports

fromthetimeZeewashurtandinhospital,tothe

sessionsshehadwithher.I'lldealwiththese



fuckersaftermyweekendwithZee.

JustasIwasabouttoleavethebathroom,Sbu

calledme.Yesses,man.Thisguyakana(doesn't

have)timing.Ianswered.

Phila:"Sbu,yinimfo(whatisit,bro)?Ineedto

cuddlewithmywifenow."

Sbu:"Hademan,Mamba.Didyoucheckthenews?"

Phila:"Nah,IgotinhereandfoundZeecrying.She

toldmeaboutit.What'sworsesheaskedmeifI

killedhim."

Sbu:"Eh,eh,eh.Wenawathini(whatdidyousay)?"

Phila:"Isaidno."



Sbu:"Ah,ah,ah,Mamba.Uyabonakele(Yousee

this)?Thedayshefindsoutyouwereinvolved

uzobonaamasimba(you'llseeshit)I'mtellingyou."

Phila(sigh):"I'mwillingtoriskit,mfwethu.Igot

suchaniceweekendplannedaheadforher,Ijust

reallyneedhertolovemeagain,youknow.I've

beencompetingwiththisdickforyearsandnow

thathe'sdeadIdon'tneedtocompeteanymore."

Sbu:"Ini(what)?!Dead?!Akafangalorubbish(that

rubbishdidn'tdie).He'sinacomaaswespeak."

IgotsofrustratedthatIbangedmyfistonthewall.

Thepaindoesn'tevenmattertomenow.

Phila:"Nawe,whydidn'tyoustartwiththat?Why

didn'tyoustartwith'Mfo,akafangalorubbish'

(Brother,thatrubbishdidn'tdie)?"



Sbu:"Hade,man,Mamba(Sorry,Mamba,man).I

wasn'tthinkingstraight."

Phila:"Kugrand(It'sfine).I'lldealwithhimwhen

I'mbackfromCapeTown.Don'tforgettofeedthat

idiotTony.I'llseehimwhenI'mback."

Sbu:"Shosho(suresure)Mamba.Letmegobefore

Sharonskinsmealive.ApparentlyI'vebeenhaving

anaffair."

Ilaughed.Serveshimrightfornotsleepinghome

forawholetwonights.Ihungupanddecidedto

dialBlazer.

Blazer:"Shosho,Grootman(Suresure,Bigman)."

Phila:"Yey,wenaBlazer.DidIjustpayyou250kfor



lamasimba(thisshit)?!Whyisthatfuckerstill

alive?!"

Blazer:"Hadegrootman(Sorry,Bigman).Flopo,

daaimankelediehard(Problemisthatman

doesn'tdieeasily).Kemoshapilethreebullet,ka

mothubalehlogo(Ishothimthreetimes,Ieven

blewhiminthehead)."

Phila:"Shap.Retlaringalater(Sure.We'lltalklater)."

Blazer:"Kemofelletsekohosidaar(ShouldIgoto

thehospitaltofinishhimoff)?"

Phila:"No,heprobablyhasguardsonstandby.

Besides,Idon'twanttocauseunnecessary

attention.Momaezefornow(Leavehimfornow)."

Blazer:"shosho,grootman(Sure,sure,bigman)".



Ihungupandwrappedmytowelonmywaist.I

walkedintothebedroomandfoundZeesleeping

peacefullywiththetvon.Shame,lookhowredher

faceisfromallthecrying,itamatilami(mytomato).

Sheturnedtotheothersideandhercroptop

revealedapieceofherflesh.Gosh,thiswomanis

beautiful.WheneverIseehwrIjustgetaninstant

hardon.Ican'twaittomakelovetoher,toshow

herhowarealmanappreciatesabeautifulbodylike

hers.

AsIwasabouttogetintothecovers,herphone

rang.IcheckedandthecallerIDread"Mama

Lunga".Mxmit'sthatsaggybitchZodwa.Idecide

toanswerandtauntherabit.

Zodwa:"YeywenaZiyanda!Kuniningifouna(I've

beencalling)!Ngiyazi(Iknow)you'vemovedon

withyourdruglordboyfriend,kodwa(but)can'tyou

atleastansweryourcallorcometoseeyourdying



husband?Kantiipipieshaikwenzaubenje(Isthis

hownewdickmakesyoufeel)?"

Thiswoman.Nohi,howareyou.Justskipping

straighttoinsults.She'srudeasfuck.Ireallydon't

knowwhatMdeva(David)sawinher.

Phila:"SawubonaZodwaNqcobo.Unjani(howare

you)youlittlethief?OrshouldIsayumthakathi

(witch)?Whichoneisit?"

Shewentsilent,butIcouldsensethefearonthe

phone.

Zodwa:"Sa..sawubona.Ngikhulumanobani(who

amIspeakingto)?"

Phila:(Chuckling)"Yazi(youknow)forsucha

disrespectfuloldthing,youshouldknowbetterthan



tohumbleyourselfafterinsultingmywife.It'sabit

latedon'tyouthink?Anyway,letmecutthechit

chat.ThisisPhila,Mambatoyou."

Shewentdeadsilent.Icouldsenseanounceof

regretcreepinguponher.

Zodwa:"Oh,Philamfanawami(myboy).Unjani

kodwa(howareyou)?Ngiyaxolisa(Iapologize)for

behavingsobadly.I'mjustsostressedyouknow,

myonlysurvivingchildislyinginhospitaland-"

Ididthatevenbotherlisteningtotherestofhershit.

Phila:"Yazini(Youknowwhat)Zodwa,cutthe

bullshit.Ungitshelaamasimba(You'retellingme

shit)rightnow.Amasimbastraight(Straightup

shit)!"



Iwasstartingtogetsoworkedup,IforgotthatZee

wassoundasleepforamoment.

Phila:"Lalelala(Listenhere),maufunaukuphila(if

youwanttolive)toseeanotherday,youhadbetter

adressZeewithrespect,uyangizwa(doyou

understandme)?!"

Zodwa:"Ye..Yebo,Ngiyakuzwa(ye..Yes,Ihear

you)."

Phila:"DoNOTmakeyouruselesssonourproblem

andifIwereyouIwouldstopcallingZee.I'm

warningyou,I'mgoingawayforawhilesothat

givesyoutimetopractiseyourapologyspeechto

Zeeforalltheshityouputherthrough.WhenI

comebackithadbetterandIhadbetterfindyou

dressedfortheoccasion,otherwiseyouandyour

sonwillmeetinhell,uyangizwangithini(doyou

hearwhatI'msaying)Zodwa?!"



Zodwa:"Yebo,mfanawami(yes,mychild)."

Phila:"Mambatoyou.KisslittleLungagoodnightfor

meneh."IhungupandZeewokeup.

Zee:"Whattimeisit?Whoareyoutalkingtoatthis

timeofthenight?"

Phila:"NooneSthandwasami(Mylove).Come,let's

sleep.Wehavealongweekendahead."Ikissedher

cheekanddozedoffwithmyarmswrappedaround

her.

ChapterTwentyThree

Ziyanda

IwokeupwithPhila'sarmswrappedaroundmy



waist.Hisfacewasonmyneckandhisthingwas

pokingme.Itmademefeelsoawkwardanditjust

feltsohuge.Itriedtowigglemyselfoutofhisgrip,

buthejustwouldn'tbudge.

Me:"Phila."

Phila:"Hmm."

Me:"Letgo.Ineedtopee."

Phila:"Ha,butSthandwasami(mylove),it'ssonice

cuddlingwithyou.You'remyownhumanteddy

bear."

Me:"Philaman."

Phila:"Okayke(then)."



HefinallyletlooseandIgotupandwenttopee.I

satonthetoiletseatthinkingofLungaandhow

heartbrokenhisevilmothermustberightnow.It's

prettypainfulknowingyouronlychildthatyou're

leftwithisonthebrinkofdeathandit'sprobably

yourfault.Igotdoneandwashedmyhands.AsI

gotbacktothebedroom,IfoundPhilahadalready

madethebed.Hawu,hewassoundasleepafew

minutesago.

Phila:(sittingonthebed)"Goodmorning,Sthandwa

sami(Mylove).Ulelenjani(Howdidyousleep)?"

Me:(Smilinglikealovestruckidiot)"Goodmorning.

Isleptwell,thankyou,wena(andyou)?"

Phila:"HowcamInotsleepwellwithagoddessby

myside?"



Me:(Blushing)"Hayi(no),man,Phila.It'stooearly

forthis.Whattimeareweleaving?"

Phila:"It's7amnow.We'releavingat8tothe

airport."

Me:"Eish,butIhaven'tpackedanything,Phila.Why

didn'tyouwakemeupandremindmelastnight?"

Phila:"Don'tworryaboutpacking.Yougoandtakea

shower.Betteryet,howaboutwetakeone

together?"

Ifeltabitweirdafterthatquestion.I'veneverdone

thatbefore.Won'titbeawkward?Porschealways

sayssexintheshowerisnice,butarewereadyfor

sexthough?Istilldon'tknow.Ithinkhesawthat

somethingisenthrallingmymind,andhedecided

tospeak.



Phila:"Sthandwasami,(mylove).Pleaselookat

me."

Ilookedathimhesitantly.

Phila:"Doyoutrustme?Ineedyoutotrustme,

Yaya.Itoldyou,Iwon'tsoanythingyou'renotready

forandImeanteveryword.Whathappenedtothat

Ziyandawhowascarefreearoundme?TheZee

whowassoconfidentaroundme?"

IwantedtotellhimthatLunga,mymotherand

Zodwaandkilledallthat,butIdon'twanttodwell

onthepast.

Me:"Idotrustyou,Phila.Ijustdon'twanttorush

thingsmakingyouloseinterestinme."Ilooked

downteary-eyed.



Phila:(walkingtowardsmeholdingmyhands)"Zee,

Iloveyou.Ihavenointentionsofleavingyou-ever.

Thesooneryougetusedtothatthebetter.Ijust

wanttoshowerwithmywoman.IpromiseIwon't

doanythingfunny-unlessyouwantmeto."Hegave

methatcheesy,perfectsmileofhis.Icouldn'thelp,

butreturnthegesture.

Me:"Okay.Let'sgo.Wewalkedintothebathroom

hand-in-hand,andhewastednotimetakingoffhis

briefs.ThisisactuallythefirsttimeIseehimnaked.

Icouldn'thelpbutstareandmymouthopened

involuntarily.

Phila:(Smiling)"Closeyourmouth,sthandwasami

(mylove)."

Iquicklybroughtmyselfbacktoearth.Thesightof

hispenisleftmefeelingflushedwhichinturn

causedmyfacetoturnpink.



Phila:"Bonaunjanikodwa,tamatilami(Lookatyou

now,mytomato).Come,letmehelpyouundress."

Hetookoffmyclothesstartingwithmycroptop,

thenwentformyleggingandheeventuallytookoff

mypanties.Iwasn'twearingabraasIlearntalady

shouldneversleepinabra.Now,I'mofficially

naked.I'mstandinginfrontthisperfectlycarved,

tall,darkchocolatemanwhilemybigboobsare

hanging,andmybigassandthighsareexposed.

Ican'thelpbutfeelsoinadequaterightnow.Iask

myselfeverydaywhatonearthhelikesaboutthis

body.PerhapsIneedacrashcourseonself-

confidencebecauseonethingIknowaboutPhilais

thathehardlylies.Ifhesayshelovesmybody,

thenheprobablydoes.

Wegotintotheshower,andluckilyit'sbigandwide



enoughtofitsixpeopleinhere.Idon'thaveto

worryabouthowwewouldfitinhere.It'sgotatiny

benchinonecorner.Heranthewaterandstarted

washingmyback.There'sjustsomethingabout

thislevelofintimacythatIfeelnotevensexcanbe

comparedto.Beingcompletelynaked,both

physicallyandemotionallyinfrontofthemanyou

loveandyoursoulsbeingintertwinedwithone

anotheristotallyamazing.

Hewentallthewaydownwiththespongeand

somefoamtomybums,thenheturnedmearound

andstartedwashingmybreastsslowly,goingall

thewaydowntomycoochie,sendingsignalsall

overmybody.Phila'shandsmusthavebeen

createdbyGods,ImeanhowelsedoIexplainhis

handsbeingabletodoallthistomewithout

penetration?

Ashekeptwashingpartsofmybodywhilestaring

atmethroughoutthewholeprocessandhiseyes



neverleavingmine,it'salmostasifhe'slooking

deepintomywoundedsoul,searchingforawayto

healitpermanently.

HeleaneddownandkissedmeandIreciprocated

withouteventhinkingtwice.ImustsayIamgetting

betteratthiskissingthing.Ourtongueswere

makinglovetooneanother,thewatermadeitfeel

likedropletsifrainslowdancingonourskin.He

touchedandcaressedmybreastsandItouchedhis

rockhardabdomen.Aninvoluntarymoanescaped

mymouthintohis.Ithoughtofdoingthe

unthinkable-IwantedtotouchhisMandingoas

Porschecallsit.Shealwayssaysmenfeelnice

whenwomendoittothemsoIthoughtwhynot?

Letmetryit.

Wewerestillkissingandtouchingoneanother,and

Iletmyhandtraveldowntohiscrotch.Istarted

touchinghispenisandrubbingitupanddown.The

sizeofthisthing!Iswallowedhardthinkinghowit



wouldevengointomethedaywehavesex.Phila's

breathingstartedtochangeashewasbreathing

fasterandfaster.ThemoreIrubbedhisdick,the

fasterhisbreathinggot.Doingthatmademefeel

wetdownthere.Thisisatotallynewexperiencefor

me.HowIwishitwastheveryfirsttimeforus.He

brokethekissandbreathedoutloud.Ilookedat

himandhiseyesbecamesmaller.

Phila:"Shit,Zee!Ungiyenzani(Whatareyoudoing

tome)?"

Ismiledashismouthtraveleddowntomyneck.

Hestartedkissingmyneckandsuckingonit,while

hisonehandwasonmybeast,hisotherhandwas

goingdowntomycoochie.Herubbedmyclitin

circularmotionsanditdrovemeovertheedge.My

headtiltedbackwhileIwasstillrubbinghisdick.

HeinsertedafingerintomypussyandIwentwild.

Me:"Oh,Phila."



Phila:"Shit,Sthandwasami(Mylove).You'reso

warm.Comeformebabywami(mybaby).Come

fordaddy."

Ashisfingerkeptgoingfasterandfasterinsidemy

pussy,Ialsorubbedhisdick,goingfaster.

Phila:"Damn,Zee.Yourhandsaremagic,baby.Let

itallgo."

AshewaswhisperinginmyearIfeltmybodytense

up.Hewasalsogroaningmoreandmoreand

breathingheavier.Ifeltawarmwavefloatthrough

mybodyandIreleased,feelingsohotIendedup

twitchingabit.Hegroanedinmyearwhile

releasinghiscumonmyhand.

Phila:"Shit,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Yourhandis

talented.Ican'twaittotastemoreofyousoon."



Icouldn'thelp,butblush.Thismanthough.Atleast

Iwasn'tfeelingweirdbeingnakedwithhim

anymoreatthispoint.Heturnedaroundanditwas

myturntowashhisback.He'squitetallsoIhadto

tiptoealittlebit.Ifthisiswhatlovereallyfeelslike

thenIdon'teverwantthistoend.

ChapterTwentyFour

Phila

ZeeandIgotouttheshowerafterthatintense

session.Damn,thiswomanisbeautifulandIcan't

waittomakehermywife.Ihavetodothatassoon

aspossible.Timewaitsfornoman,right?

Wegotdressedincasualclothes,Ipackedmybag

andshealsopackedherswiththeclothesIbought

hertheotherday.Ifitwasn'tforFrancesca,I

wouldn'thavebeenabletopullitoff.Asshewas



busypackingthelastbitsinherbag,Ijustcouldn't

helpbutstareatherinaweandshenoticed.

Ziyanda:"Yini,Phila(whatisit,Phila)?You'vebeen

staringatmeforawhilenow.Ismyoutfitnot

okay?"

Iwalkedtowardsherandheldherhandsinmine.

Phila:"Youlookabsolutelybeautiful,Sthandwasami

(Mylove).Evenifyouchangedandgotnakedyou'd

stillbejustasbeautiful,ifnotmore.I'mjust

startingatyouwonderingjusthowluckyIam.Iam

thankfultoGodforbringingyoubackintomylife,

Yaya.I'mnotperfectandmylifecanbemessy,but

knowingthatyoulifemejustasIammakesallthis

moreworthwhile."

Icouldseeshewasgettingteary.



Ziyanda:"Iloveyou,Phila.AndspeakingofGod,

you'regoingtostartprayingwithmeangithi?"

Phila:"Eish,wakingupatmidnightand3am.Foryou

I'lldoanything."

Ziyanda:"Good.Oh,Ialmostforgottoask.Nowthat

Lungaisinhospital,what'sgoingtohappento

Mam'Masango?"

Phila:"Don'tworryabouther.Sbuisonhiswayto

Lunga'shouseaswespeaktofetchher.Shefinally

agreedtostaywithuGog'Khanyi,eventhoughshe

saysit'sgoingtobeforalittlewhile."

Ziyanda:(Breathingasighofrelief)"That'sgood.I

wasworriedabouther."

Phila:"Come,beforeFrankstartsgettingimpatient



withus."

Itookbothourbagsandwewalkedoutofthe

bedroomandmadeourwayoutsidetoFrank'scar.

Zodwa

Seeingmysonsobrokenlikethat,lyinglikea

uselessvegetablemakesmesoangry.Soangry

thatitmakesmesick.HowcouldPhiladothisto

myson?Whydidn'thecomeformeatleast?Thisis

allsuchamess.I'monmywaytohishouse,

perhapsIcangetsomethingtouseagainstZiyanda.

Myson'slifeandeffortscannotgotowastelikethis.

IfhediesI'msurelydoomed.AsImademywayto

mycar,myphonerang.It'sBelinda.Yazi(youknow)

thisbitchhasnotiming.Idecidetoansweranyway.

Zodwa:"Ufunaniwena(Whatdoyouwant)?"



Belinda:(Shakyvoice)"Ma,weneedtotalk.Phila,

Mambathreatenedme.HesaidifIdon'tstayoutof

Ziyanda'slifehewillmakesureIendupjustlike

Lunga."

Zodwa:"Hai,Belindaman.Sincewhendoyouget

scaredoffsoeasily?"

Belinda:"SinceIsawhiminperson.He'sdangerous

man."

Ithenthoughtofaplan.Thismightbemylast

resort.

Zodwa:"Don'tworry,mntwanawami(mychild).

Cometomyhouse.We'llfiguresomethingout.I

haveafewthingstodo.I'llseeyouthere."

Ihungupandmademywaytomycar.Igotinthe



backandtoldthedrivertotakemetoLunga's

house.AssoonasIgotthereIfoundFlorah

packingherbags.Goodriddancetobadrubbish.I

neverlikedheranywayandI'msuresheleftwith

someofmyson'sthings.Iopenedthedoorand

sawhercarryingherbags.

Zodwa:"Ya,Florah.Barelyadaythatmysonisin

hospitalandnowyou'rerunningaway?!"

Sheseemedunbotheredbymypresence.

Mam'Masango:"Sawubona,Zodwa.Unajanikodwa

(Hello,Zodwa.Howareyouthough)?"

Zodwa:"Heh!Ucabanganiwena(Whatdoyou

think)?"

Mam'Masango:(chuckling)"Weh,Zodwa.Youreally



thinkngiyakusabane(I'mafraidofyou)?Youand

thatSorcererQueenofyoursdon'tscareme.Your

muthidoesn'tworkonme.Now,pleasemoveoutof

mywaysoIcanleave."

Zodwa:(Annoyedandfrustrated)"Mxm.Ucabanga

ukuthiunqonowenane(Youreallythinkyou're

betterne)?Oncegousetfootoutthatdoor,don't

bothercomingback.AndI'mprettysureyou're

goingtocatchataxiwiththosehideosbigbagsof

yours."Isaidthatlaughingoutloud.

Mam'Masango:(Calmly)"Yazini,Zodwa(Youknow

what,Zodwa),thisisyourlastchancetorepent.

Yourdaysarecomingmuchsoonerthanyouthink.

It'sbadenoughwhatyoudidtoLungaandallyour

otherchildren,nottomentionZiyanda'sunborn

child,butyoucanstillfixthis.Godisgivingyoua

chancetofixitbeforeyourancestorsturntheir

backsonyou.Fixthisandfixthissoon."



Ifeltachilldownmyspineasshesaidthat.She

attemptedtowalkawaybutIstoppedher.

Zodwa:"Mxm,Florah,youwillneverunderstandme.

ButhowcanIexpectyoutounderstandanything

aboutchildrenwhenyoufailedtohaveyourown?"

Sheturnedtolookatme.Shecamecloserandheld

myhand.Ifeltlikemyhandwasburning.Itriedto

letgoofhergrip,butsheheldmestrongly,looking

meintheeyesanditfeltlikehereyeswerestinging

mine.

Mam'Masango:"MenothavingchildrenwasGod's

will,Zodwa.Itdoesn'thelpyouthrowingitinmy

facebecauseI'mdoingtheLord'swork.Youonthe

otherhand,aregoingtosufferfirstbeforeyoudiea

slow,painfuldeath,Zodwa.Youseethepainoffire

you'refeelingnow?You'regoingtodiethesame

way.



You'regoingtobeburntaliveandwatchyourself

takeyourlastbreath,Mazet.Youknow,growingup

you'vealwaysbeengreedy,alwaysbeendrawnto

thenicelifeandyoudidwhateveryoucouldtoget

thattasteofsuccess,nomatterthecost.Now

you'regoingtosufferandevenGodwon'tbe

listening."

SheletgoofmyhandandIscreamedoutinagony

andIwasleftwithdarkmarksfromherfinger

marksonmyarm.

Shelookedatmeonelasttimebeforesheleft.

Mam'Masango:"TellDavidthetruthabouttheson

yousoldwhenheandLungawereborn.Tellhim

thetruthaboutthesonheneverknew,beforeit's

toolate."



Iwasleftshocked.Howthehelldoessheknow

aboutthat?There'snoway.CouldtheSourcererbe

dealingwithhertoo?Iwasleftinsucha

devastatedstateaftersheburnedmyhandwithher

jujumagicshit.IdecidedtowalkintoLunga's

bedroomandtakeadressthatseemedlikeZiyanda

worenotsolongagojudgingbythesmellofit.I

putitinmybag.There'snowayIamgoingtogo

downwithoutafightthateasily.WhatcanIsay?

Oldhabitsdiehard.

Ziyanda

PhilaandIfinallymadeittotheairportalthanksto

Frankwho'squitefunnyandchatty,actually.Phila

issonicetopeoplewhoworkforhim.I'venever

seenhimtalkdowntothemorbeingnastytothem

eversincewegottogether.Wegotoutofthecar

andIwavedgoodbyetoFrankasPhilatookour

bagsfromtheboot.Wewalkedtowardsthis

beautiful,hugeplanethathad"Yaya"writtenonitin



Gold.OhmyGod.Henamedhisprivatejetafterme?

Wow!

Me:"Phila!Thisisamazing.Younameditafterme?"

Phila:"That'snottheonlythingInamedafteryou.

Come,let'sgoin.There'smoretocome."

Ismiledbroadlywalkingintothejet.Thisis

absolutelyamazing.Redleatherseatswithgold

andblackinterior.Absolutelyamazing.Philareally

hasstyle.I'veneverflowninsuchluxury,onlyin

businessclasswithLungaafewtimes.Thisis

quiteanupgradeasPorschesays.Itneedssome

gettingusedto,really.

Thehostesscameandaskesuswhatwewouldlike

todrink.IoptedforaMojitowhilePhilaordereda

glassofGlenmorangiePride1978SingleMalt

Whiskey.Thehell?!Thosebottlesgofor180kapop.



Philathough.Ineedtohaveawordwithhimabout

hismoneysplashingtendencies.It'snotright

spendingsomuchmoneyonalcohol.Irealized

thatwehaven'teatenanybreakfastwhenPhila

orderedaniceandgreasyEnglishbreakfastforus.

Thisisthelifeindeed,butquestionis,willIbeable

tofitintoPhila'slavishlifestyle?

ChapterTwentyFive

Wefinallylandedattheairport.Imustsay,itfeels

reallygoodnottogothroughtheairportandwait

fortheplanetobefilled.Wegotoutandthesun

wasblazinghot.Andyes,Iturnpinkorredhowever

Philasaysitwhenthesunburnsmyskin.Iforgot

tobuysunscreen.Imadeamentalnotetogetitas

soonaspossible.

Philatookourbagsandweweremetbyaverytall

ChaperonewhogreetedPhilabyMr.Z.Iassume

he'soneofPhila'sdrivers.Thecarwewalked

towardswasablackMercedezBenzGLB250,with



thewordsZwaneChuttleServiceswrittenonthe

side.Isthereanythingthismandoesn'town?

Mandla,thechauffeur,openedthedoorformeto

getinwhilePhilaputourbagsintheboot.Whata

gentlemanthisguyis.Myheartmeltseverytimehe

doesachivalristicdeed.Hegotinandsmiledwhile

holdingmyhand.

Me:"Whereto?"

Phila:"Togetyoupamperedup."

Igavehimaquestioninglook

Me:"ButIthoughtwe'reheadedtoBrenner?"

Phila:(Chuckling)"Leavethatfortomorrow,baby



wami(mybaby)."

IkeepaskingmyselfwhatPhilaisuptoexactly.

PorschesaidI'minforarealsurprisethisweekend,

soperhapsthispampersessionisthefirstofmany.

WearrivedattheGrandKloofBoutiqueHotelin

Fresnaye,whichis1kmfromMiltonBeach.This

placeismagnificent!I'minabsoluteawe.Reminds

meofPhila'shousebecauseithasalotof

similarities.

Mandlaopenedthedoorforusandaswegotout,

Philatookourbagsfromtheboot.Hecaughtme

baskinginaweofthisbeautifulplace.Theserene

viewwillmakeyouwanttostayforeverandtheair

seemsfresherhere.Maybeit'sallinmymind.We

walkedinandlooksliketheywereexpectingus.

Thereweretwoladiesatreception,lookingawefully

youngtorunthisplace,butIguesssuccesshasno

age.



Receptionist1:"Goodday,Mr.Zwane.Gladto

finallybeofyouracquaintance.Goodday,Mrs.

Zwane.Lovelytomeetyouboth."

Hmm.SoI'mMrs.Zwanenow?Idecidednotto

protestandgaveherasmile.Theotherladyonthe

otherhanddidn'tevengreetme,shegreetedPhila

withsuchabigsmileIcouldliterallyseethebackof

hertongue.SheheldPhila'shandalittletoolong

formyliking,andheseemedtonoticethatthis

chickisflirtingwithhimsohejustremovedhis

handfromhersandputhishandbackinminesince

Iwasstandingtohisright.Meanwhile,shewas

lookingatmewithasortofdisgustedlook,eyeing

mefromtoptotoe.Philadidn'tpickitup,butIdid

anditmademefeelsouncomfortablewhich

causedmetotenseup.WillallgirlswhofindPhila

attractivelookatmelikeI'mjustsomefatgirl?The

firstreceptionist,finallyloggedusontotheirsystem

andgaveusroom 105whichseemstobeonthe

lastfloor.



Receptionist1:"Hereareyourkeys,Mr.AndMrs.

Zwane.Leratohere(pointingatthesecond

Receptionistwithanastyattitude)willescortyouto

yourroom.I'llgetaconciergetotakeyourbags.

Pleasedoenjoyyourstay."Shegaveusawarm

smile.

Phila:"Thatwon'tbenecessary,ma'am.I'llcarrythe

bagsmyself.They'rereallynotthatheavy.Thank

youforyourkindassistance."

WewalkedtowardstheliftwhilebitchyLerato

walkedinfrontofus,completeyignoringmy

presence.Thewholetimeintheliftshewasbusy

tellingPhilahowwonderfulthisLodeHotelisand

howmanymenlikehimleaveherewithwomenthey

endupmarrying.Hehe,thisbitchuyangijwaela(is

messingwithme).ThewholetimePhilawasquiet

andsqueezedmyhadlndbecausehecouldseemy

faceturningpink,notfromblushing,butfrompure



angerandirritation.Wefinallygottothelastfloor

andasusualLeratowalkedinfrontofus,butthis

timeit'slikeshewasstruttingherstuffandshaking

herassalittlebitforPhilatonotice.JustwhenI

thoughtthenightmarewasover,sheactedlikeshe

droppedheraccesscardthatwasinherhand.

Don'ttheyusuallyputthosearoundtheirnecks?

Thisbitchistestingmeshame.Shebentdown

exposingherasssinceshewaswearingaskirt

whichwastooshortformyliking.

Lerato:"Forgiveme.Icanbesoclumsyattimes."

Philalookedratherannoyedwithhisjawtightened

andhekeptastraightfacewithoutsayinganything.

Afterwhatfeltlikeforeverwegottoourroom.

Lerato:"Hereisyourroom,Mr.Zwane.Idohope

youenjoyyourstay."



Asshewasabouttowalkaway,Philafinallyspoke

up.

Phila:"Uh,beforeyouleaveLerato."

Leratoquicklyturnedwiththebiggestsmileonher

face.

Phila:"Pleaseapologizetomywifefordisrespecting

herfromthemomentwewalkedinthatdoor.I'm

prettysureyourmotherdidn'traiseagoodlooking,

youngladylikeyouukuthengisaumsunuwakhe(to

sellherass)towealthymenlikeme."

Lerato:"I..That'snot..."

Philainterruptedherbeforeshecouldfinishher

sentence.



Phila:"I'mnotdone,yet.SurelythisHotelhasa

policyagainstrudebitcheslikeyouandtheir

treatmenttowardsguests,amIcorrect?"

Lerato:(Nowlookingseriouslyembarrassed)"Ye..

Yes,sir.Theydo."

Phila:"Good.Nowdon'tforgetthatthisplaceyou're

workingatisthereasonyoucanaffordthatfake

shithaironyourheadandthathideousmakeup

you'rewearing.Youhadbetterstartrespecting

yourselfandthebrandofthishotelthenexttime

youthinkofthrowingyourselfatoneoftheguests.

Nowthatwe'reclear,ifIeverseeyoudisrespecting

mywifelikethatagain,Iwillhaveyoufiredwith

immediateeffectandyouwillcrawlbacktotheshit

holeyoucamefrom.NowIbelieveanapologyis

needed.Don'tkeepuswaiting."



Wow.I'msotouched.Nomanhaseverstoosup

formelikethat-ever.Iwassoflushed,notbecause

IwasembarrassedforLeratobecauseIdon'tgivea

fuckhowshefeels,butbecausethewayhestood

upformejustmademewanthimevenmore.Iam

trulyloved.

Lerato:(lookingdownintears)"I..I'msorryMrs.

Zwane.Itwillneverhappenagain."

Phila:"Yea,you'remostdefinitelyright.Itwon't

happenagain.Idon'twanttoseeyouanywhere

nearmywifethisweekend.IfIsomuchasseeyou

staringather,I'lldropyouoffthisbalconymyself,

uyangizwa(doyouhearme)?"

Lerato:(lookingdown)Yes,Mr.Zwane."

Phila:"Good.Youmayleavenow."



Leratowalkedawayinshame.Ididn'tfeelbadfor

her.I'msotiredofpeopleactinglikeIdon'texist

justbecauseI'mabitbiggerthanthem.

Me:"Wasthatnecessary,though,Phila?"

Phila:"Ofcourse,Sthandwasami(mylove).You

didn'tthinkIwasgoingtoletheroffthehook,did

you?"

Me:"Iguessnot.Thankyou."

Phila:"Youdon'thavetothankme,Sthandwasami

(Mylove).AndI'mreallysorryyouhadto

experiencethat.ShebetterbehaveotherwiseI'llget

herfired."

Me:"Thatwon'tbenecessary,Phila.Noonehas

everdonethatformebefore."



Phila:"That'sbecausenoteveryoneisnamedPhila

Zwane."

Hekissedmylips.Wewalkedintoourroomandoh

themajesticSeaViewjustmakesyourealize

heavenreallydoesexist.

Phila:"Doyoulikeit?"

Me:"Iloveit."

Phila:"Good,nowgoandchangeintoyourrobe.

Theladieswillmeetyoudownatthespa.They're

expectingyou."

Heorganisedawholepampersessionforme.Wow,

Phila.Porschewasright,amanlikethisdeserves

pussyeveryday,howeverandwheneverhewantsit.



Me:"Andwherewillyoube?"

Phila:"I'llbedownatthebarcatchinguponsome

work.(Hekissedmeonthelips)Seeyouinthree

hours,Sthandwasami(Mylove)."

Heclosedthedoorandleft.Isthishowlifein

Phila'sworldwillbelikealways?Iloveitapartfrom

bitchyhotelgirls.

ChapterTwentySix

Ziyanda

IchangedintomyrobewhichIfoundhanginginthe

bathroom.Ithadanoteinoneofthepocketswhich

read"Enjoyyourspasession,there'smorecome-

LoveP".IsmiledtomyselfthinkinghowluckyIam.



Iwalkedoutwithmyaccesskeyinmypocketand

myphoneintheotherone.

IdidcheckmyphoneforafewmessagesbeforeI

lefttheroom.Ionlyrespondedtoonemessage

fromPorschetellingmeImustenjoythisweekend

andgiveitup,ai.Therestwerefrommymom

blowingupmyphonewhichIchosetoignore.I'm

notreadytoallowhertoruinmymoodthis

weekend.

AsIgotoutthelift,Iwalkedpastreceptionsince

thespaisontheoppositeside.Leratolookeddown

whenIwalkedpastherandherfaceseemed

swollenwithhereyesred.Servesherrightthough.

Imademywaytothespaandwasmetmyavery

cute,petitelady.

Lady:"YoumustbeZiyanda.We'vebeenexpecting

you."



Anotherladycametowardsmeandofferedmea

glassofchampagnewhichIgladlyaccepted.The

ladysaidhernamewasSimone.Iassumeshe's

colouredsinceshehasgreyeyes.

SimoneusheredmetomyseatandIsawthatthere

wereonlyfiveladiesinhere.Thewomenwhowork

inthespaarea.Idon'tseeanyoneelse.

Me:"WherearetherestofthepeopleifImayask?"

Simone:(Chuckling)"Mr.Zwanegaveusstrict

instructionstopamperonlyyou."

Iopenedmyeyeswideinshock.

Me:"ArwyoutellingmethatPhilabookedthiswhole

spaforme?"



Simone:"Yes,love.He'squitesomething.Imean

myboyfriendcan'tevengetmeabookingtoaspa.

NotevenherewhereIwork!"Shesaidthatrolling

hereyeswithacute,dimpledsmile.Ijusthadto

laughaswell.

Shewassonicetome.Theyalltreatedmewell.

Aftermyfacialandmanicureandpedicure,I

proceededtothewaxdepartment.Ithurtslikehell,

butit'sworthit.Nowitwastimeforthefullbody

massage.ApparentlyPhilabookedmeasmany

massagesIcanget.Ifthisisgoingtobearegular

thing,I'mreallynotcomplaining.

NomsaBhengu

I'vebeenanxiousforafewdaysnow.Ikeep

lookingovermyshouldereverywhereIgo.Mysins

arereallycatchingupwithmeandnowZiyandais



makingitworsebynotansweringmycallsor

returninganyofmymessages.I'vedecidedtogo

visitmymother.It'sabouttime.Ienteredthehouse

sincethedoorwasn'tlockedorclosedandtomy

surpriseIfindhersittingwithMam'Masango

watchingtvoversomewineandtea.

Gog'Khanyi:"Weh!Nomsa!Doyouwanttokillme

na?Whydon'tyouknocklikeanormalperson?

Phelaawusahlalilana(Youdon'tlivehere

anymore)."

Nomsa:"Sawubonama.Ngiyaxolisa.Sawubona,

Mam'Masango."

Mam'Masango:"Yebo,Mntwanami(mychild).

Unjanikodwa(Howareyouthough)?"

Nomsa:"Ngiright(I'mfine)."



Mam'Masango:"Hmmm."

Gog'Khanyi:"Weh,Nomsa.Younevervisitme-ever.I

onlywelcomedyousinceyoukeepblowingupmy

phone.Manje,ufunaningempela(Whatdoyou

reallywant)?"

Nomsa:(lookingdownandfiddlingmyhands)"Eish,

ma.Ngisenkingeni(I'mintrouble).

Gog'Khanyi:"That'sobvious,otherwiseyouwouldn't

behere.NowKhuluma(Talk)."

Nomsa:"Eish,ma.IneedtocomecleantoZiyanda.

IhavetotellhereverythingandbeforeIdothatI

needtocomecleantoyou."

Mam'Masangomadefunnysoundsandkept

burping.



Gog'Khanyi:"I'mallears."Shesippedherwinewhile

Mam'Masangosippedonhertea.

Nomsa:(Deepsigh)"IhadanaffairwithBonginkosi

Gumede.That'showZiyandawasconceived.

WhenItoldhimhesaidhewelcomesthechild,but

cannotleavehiswifeforme.Ireallylovedhim,ma.

Itrulydid.IwaspreparedtoleaveKhayaforhim."

Iwasnowinsomuchtears,butuMajustlookedat

mewithoutanounceofpity.

Gog'Khanyi:"Hao.Sesephelileistorysakho(Isyour

storyfinished)?"

Thatcausedmetowailevenfurther.Ifmymom

doesn'thelpmeI'mtrulyfucked.



Gog'Khanyi:"Yazi,Nomsa(YouknowNomsa),your

crocodiletearsare25yearstoolate!My

granddaughtercarriessomuchweightonher

shouldersbecauseofyou.Ihadtotellhershewas

aproductofrapefewdaysagomeanwhileyou

lied!"

Gogowasnowroaringwithangerandshecharged

atmepunchingmeinthefaceandIfelldown.

Mam'Masango:"Calmdown,Khanyisa."

Gog'Khanyi:(Fuming)"Calmdownsemoerman!

Wena,Nomsa.DidIraiseyouukubaisifebe(tobea

whore)?!"

IwassoscaredIshookmyhead.

Gog'Khanyi:"Khulumaman(Talkman)!!!"



IwassoscaredIliterallyfeltthegroundshake.

Nomsa:"No,mama."

Gog'Khanyi:"Dammit,man!Getup!Susaigololakho

(removeyourstinkingpussy)frommyfloorandtell

mewhyyouforcedZiyandatomarrythataweful

man?!

Nomsa:(Sobbing)"Thandoandherboyfriendused

tostealmoneyfromthebusinessandendedup

stealingR4millionleavingusbankrupt.Zodwa

offeredusthemoneyinexchangeforZeetomarry

Lunga."

Icouldseemymotherfumingwithangerandher

eyesbewilderedlikeaLionthat'sjustwantstofeed

onhisprey.NextthingIknewshethrewanother

punchatmeandIfelldownonceagain.



Gog'Khanyi:"Isaidgetupfrommyfloor!Sowena

yousacrificedyournormalandvirgindaughter

insteadoftheonewhowrongedyouandyousold

hertouZodwa?!"

Nomsa:"Ma,Zodwadidn'twantThando.She

insistedonhavinguZee."

Ididn'tevensayanythingfurther.Bloodwasoozing

frommynoseandIwasinsomuchpain.

Gog'Khanyi:"I'mwaitingforanswers,Nomsa.Tell

mewhyyoureallysoldmychildtothatwoman!

Whatwasherplanwithmydaughter?!"

Nomsa:"She..ShemadeapactwithaSorcerer.Zee

hasroyalbloodflowingthroughherveins,soLunga

sleepingwithherasavirginwasawayforhimto

activatemoreriches.Theyweregoingtosacrifice



allherchildrentokeepthemoneygrowing."

Thistimemymotherwasbeyondbewildered.She

threwanotherpunchatmeandIfellonthefloor.I

struggledtogetupthistimeandmyeyeswere

gettingheavier.

Mam'Masango:"Haibo,Khanyisa!Seumbulele(You

killedher)!"

Gog'Khanyi:"Ineedasmoke.Ican'tdealwiththis

shit."

IheardfootstepsfromthereallIsawwasdarkness.

Lightsout.

ChapterTwentySeven

NomsaBhengu



Iwokeuponthecouchwithmyheadfeelingheavy.

Icouldbarelyopenmyeyes.AsItriedtoopenmy

eyes,Inoticedmylefteyefailedme.Itried

touchingitandmywholeleftsidewasswollen

includinghalfmylips.Tearsstartedflowingdown

myfacewhenIrecallwhatmymotherdidtome.

Yes,Ideserveit,wholeheartedly.Inevertreates

Ziyandarightthewayamothershould.

Mam'Masangowasbusynursingmywounds.How

oddislife?I'veneverbeennicetothiswomanand

yetheresheisnursingmebacktoperfection.

Mam'Masango:(whileputtingaclothwithsomeice

initonmyswollenparts)"I'mgladtoseeyou're

awake,mntwanawami(Mychild).Howareyou

feeling?"

Nomsa:"I'minpain,ma."



Mam'Masango:"Khululeka(Relax).I'llgetyouone

ofyourmother'shangoverpills.Theywillhelpalot

withthepain."

IsattherecontemplatingwhetherornotIshould

justapologizeandredeemmyselfevenfurther.

Nomsa:"Ma,I'msosorry.I'veneverbeenniceto

youandnowlookhowmylifehasturnedout."

Mam'Masango:"Shh,relax,Nomsa.It'sallinthe

past.You'retryingtoredeemyourselfnowand

that'stheonlyimportantthing.Doyouthinkatmy

ageIhavetimetobemadatpeoplewhoarerudeto

me?"Shelaughed,makingmefeelevenmore

awkward.

Gog'Masango:"Luke17:4-5says"Sowatch

yourselves.“Ifyourbrotherorsistersinsagainst



you,rebukethem;andiftheyrepent,forgivethem.

Eveniftheysinagainstyouseventimesinaday

andseventimescomebacktoyousaying‘Irepent,’

youmustforgivethem.”Idon'thateyou,Nomsa.I

canneverhateyou."

Ilookedupandsawmymotherwalkinfrom

outsideandIjumpedinfear.

Gog'Khanyi:"Relax.Is'khathisok'shayanases'phelile

(Timetobeatyouupisover).I'vedecidedtohelp

you.Nexttimeyoufuckupdon'tsellyourkids,

Nomsa.ZeeisveryhappyrightnowandPhila

makesherveryhappy.Ifyouinterfereandconcoct

withZodwaeveragain,uzonyauyangizwa(you'll

shityourself,doyouunderstand)?"

Nomsa:"Yebo,ma."

Gog'Khanyi:"You'reluckyFlorahishwreotherwise



Ngabekudalangacedangawe(Iwould'vebeen

donewithyoulongago)."

Mam'Masango:(Laughing)"Hai,Khanyi.You'rea

prayerfulwoman,man.Youmustleaveyour

gangstertendenciesbehind."

Gog'Khanyi:(Laughing)"Iwillifyoujoinmein

drinking."TheylaughedtogetherandIwaseven

scaredtolaughwiththem.

Mam'Masango:"Yazi,Khanyisa.Ikeephavingthese

visions,man.Ziyandaisgoingtobeblessedwitha

child,twinsinfact,butnowthereisgreatdanger

lurking.Zodwawillnotstopuntilshegetswhatshe

wants,evenwithPhilainacoma.AndwenaNomsa,

you'reoffthehook,kodwaPhilaisbloodyangryat

youforsendingsomeonetotryandkillhim.You

shouldknowbetterthantomesswithhim."



Gog'Khanyi:"Uthini,Flora(whatareyousaying,

Florah)?!I'mgoingtobeaGrannyagain?Oh,

Nkosi'yam(MyGod).MyZeeisgoingtobeblessed

withagiftwe'vebeenlongwaitingfor."

Mam'Masango:"Allisnotoveryet.Youneedtofind

Ziyanda'sfatherbeforethesechildrenareborn."

Ijustfeltasurgeofpanic.I'mnotreadytotalkto

BonginkosiletalonetellKhayawhatIdid.They'll

killme.

Ziyanda

Icheckedthetimeanditwas6pm.Ifeltso

rejuvenatingaftermyspaday.Gosh,Isoneeded

that.Ithankedtheladiesfortheirwonderfulservice

andIwalkedbacktotheroom.Thankgoodness

Leratowasn'tthere,notthatIcareanyway.Ifeelso

freshIcoulddojumpingjacks.Igotintotheroom



andfoundabeautifulreddress,accompaniedby

long,diamondearringsandamatchingnecklace,

nottomentionthediamondstilettoswithanoteon

it"Getready,Ican'twaittoseeyouinthis.Meetme

attheBar-LoveP."Ijustsmiledtomyself.What

didIdotodeservesuchaman?

Ipickedthedressupandworeitimmediatelysince

Icleanedupatthespabath.Wow!Philaisindeeda

manofmanytalents.Thisdressissofigure

huggingandfitsjustright.It'sabeautifulsilky

dressthatgoesallthewaydowntomyankleswith

alongslitatthebackjustuptobelowmybums.

Judgingbythefeelofititmustcostafortune.I

tiedmyhairinasimplebunandworeredlipstick.

Iwalkedoutofmyroomandheadedtothebarand

therehewas.Sittingnexttothebarinagorgeous

black,buttonupItaliantux,chattingtothebarman.

Istoodthereacrosstheroomadmiringhim.He's



suchabeautifulman.Hesawmeashescanned

hiseyesacrosstheroomandsmiledimmediately.

Therewereafewpeoplearound.AtLeasthedidn't

booktheentiredininghall.Iwalkeduptohimand

hestoodup.Hegavemeakissandputhisarm

aroundmywaist.

Phila:(Whisperinginmyear)"Youlookbeautiful,

mygoddess.(Tothebarman)This,Jake,ismy

lovelywife,Ziyanda."

Philaandthiswifething.

Jake:"Lovelytomeetyouma'am.Everythingisset,

Mr.Zwane.Please,followme."

IlookedatPhilaconfused.

Me:"Ithoughtwewerehavingdinnerhere,Phila."



Phila:"Youthoughtwrong,mygoddess.Tonightis

aboutyouandIwantittobeveryspecial."

WefollowedJaketoanelevatorjustbehindthebar.

Wewentup.Ithoughtthatourroomwasonthe

lastfloor,Iguessthishotelhasmoretoitthat

meetstheeye.Astheliftopenedwefound

ourselvesontherooftop.Therewasabed

decoratedwithsomeredrosepetals,aniceand

rounddecorateddinnertableandacross,afireplace

withthefirealreadystarted.Wow.I'veseensuch

onmoviesIneverthoughtIwouldbethestarinit.I

lookedatPhilaspeechlessandyes,thewaterworks

began.

Phila:(withhisthumbonmychin)"Don'tcry,Zee.

Youknowwhatthatdoestome.Come,letshave

dinner."



HeheldmyhandandopenedmychairasIgotto

thetable.Jakewastheretobeourwaiterforthe

evening.Everythingseemssoperfect.Ijustdon't

wantthenighttoend.

Me:"Phila,thisissobeautiful."

Phila:"Thebestisyettocome,Sthandwasami(my

love).

ChapterTwentyEight

Ziyanda

Thenightwassopeacefulanditfeltlikethesun

andthemoonwereouraudience.Nothingelseand

nooneelsematteredatthisverymoment.This

wastheopeningsceneofourownmovieandIwas

lovingeverymoment.



ThewinekeptflowingandPhilalookedso

handsomeandyummy.Hekeptrubbingmyhand,

sendingtantalizingsignalstoimportantpartsofmy

body.Thewaywelookesateachother,itfeltlike

oursoulswerecommunicating.Forthefirsttime

sincewegottogether,itfeltlikemysoulwas

reassuringhis,tellingitthatit'stime,thatI'mhis-

forever.

Weweredoneeatingourmaincourseandwewere

havingdessert,whichwasthebestchocolate

puddingI'veeverhad.VusiNova'sThandiwe

playedinthebackground.Ididn'teventhinkof

askingwherehegotthetimetoorganiseallthis,but

itwasthemostbeautifulthinganyonehasever

doneforme.NowIrememberwhenhetoldme

backinthedaythatonedayhe'llmakesurethathe

hasenoughmoneytoensureIneverhavetoaskfor

anything.Rightnow,evenifwewereinashackI'd

stillbehappy.



Hegotupandaskedformyhandsowecould

dance.Justslowdancing,barelysayingmuchand

burryingourheadsineachother'sskin.His

colognewashypnotizingmeandhislipswere

cravingformine.

Phila:"You'resobeautiful,Sthandwasami(mylove).

Don'tletanyonetellyouotherwise.I'vewaitedso

longforthismoment,Yaya.Solongthateverything

Idid,Ididjustforyou.Iwantedyoutobeproudof

me,tolookatmeandseethefatherofyourchildren,

yourprotector,yourhero,yourloverandyourbest

friend.Iwanttoloveyousomuchthateventhe

worditselfbecomesjealousofmyloveforyou.I

wanttomakeyousohappythatyouwon'tfeellike

you'reonearthanymore.IfIcouldbuyheaven,I

wouldjustsoyoucouldlivethereandbemine

forever.Iloveyou,MaZwane,andI'mneverletting

yougoeveragain."

AtthispointIwasinsomuchtears,itreallyfeltlike



hewasrecitinghisweddingvowshey.Withthat

said,heputhislipsonmineandwekissed.Once

againourtonguesweredancingtothesametune.

ItwasmorelikeourtonguesweredoingtheRumba.

Somagical,sopeacefulandsoseductive.

Me:"I'mready,Phila.Makelovetome,please.I

wanttogivemyselftoyou-allofme."

Withthatsaidhedidn'thavetothinktwice.We

madeourwaytothebed.Istoodattheendofthe

bedandremovedmydress,asitdroppedonthe

floor.Iremovedhisjacketandthenhisshirt.I

proceededtohispants,allthiswhilehewasjust

staringdeepintomyeyes.

Itookoffhisunderwearuntilhewascompletely

naked.Heproceededtounhookmybra,andthen

removemypanties.



Atthispointwewerestanding,nakedlookingat

eachother.There'sjustsomethingaboutseeing

someoneyou'reinlovewithnakedinfrontofyou.

Thatlevelofintimacyisverydeep.Yougiveup

yourentiresoulinexchangeforhis,sohecouldbe

theownerandlockitawayinhisheart.That'swhy

whenbreakupshappenandpeoplehurtone

another,youfeelaheavypanginsideyourheart.

Youliterallyfeelyourheartbeingtornapart.Ithink

that'sthesoulyoupromisedtoprotecttryingto

escapefromthetaintedclawsofyourheart.

Mendingabrokenhearttakesagesbecauseonce

thesoulisdeeplyhurt,there'snoturningback.

Ilayonthebedandashegotontopofme,

MAJOR'sThisiswhyIloveyouplayedinthe

background.Thisfeelssomagical.Thisishowmy

veryfirsttimeshouldhavefeltlike.Butnowit'slike

I'mareincarnatedvirgin.Igettogivemyselfto

PhilajustthewayIhadimagineditwouldbeall

thoseyears.



Hekissedmeslowlyandgently,touchingand

caressingmybodywithsomuchcareasifI'ma

vasethatwouldbreakifhemadeonemistake.I

rubbedmyhandsonhisback,theheatofhisbody

mademegetwetter.Hekissedmeslowlyonmy

neck,makinghiswaydown.

Hesuckedgentlyonmybreastsandmadetrailsof

kissesonmytummyallthedowntomywaist.Ny

toescurledinvoluntaryashewentdowntokissmy

coochie.Heslowlylickedmyclitandmadehis

mouthdowntotheentranceofmypussy.Heate

meuntilIcouldn'tholditanymore.

Phila:"Iloveyousomuch,Ziyanda."

Ziyanda:"Iloveyoutoo,Phila.Iwantyounow,

please."

Phila:(Movinghisfingerinanoutofmypussy)"Tell



mewhatyouwant,Yaya.Whatdoyouwantmeto

do?"

Ziyanda:"Iwantyoutomakelovetome,please.

Pleasemakelovetome."

Withthatsaid,heslowlymadehiswayuptomy

mouthandkissedme.Heenteredmeandmygosh!

Itwassopainfulthathestruggledafewtimes.

Phila:"Relax,Sthandwasami(mylove).Relaxyour

bodyandyouwon'tfeelpain."

LungawasnothingcomparedtoPhila.Irelaxedmy

bodyandheentered.Thefirstfewstrokeswerea

bitpainful,butashewentonIwasovercomeby

pleasure.Whowould'vethoughtmyfirsttimewith

Philawouldbeonarooftopovercandlelightdinner

withthestarswatchingusandthemooncapturing

thismoment?Heslowlymadelovetomelikeit



washislasttime.

Phila:"Iloveyou,Sthandwasami(mylove).

Ziyanda:"Iloveyoutoo,baby."

Hewrappedmeinhisarmsanddozedoff.

ChapterTwentyNine

Ziyanda

IwasawokenbyPhilakissingmyneckandthe

risingsun.ItmustbemorningalreadyandI'mso

exhausted.Philagetwakingmeupduringthenight

tohavesomemoresex.MycoochieissosoreI

don'tthinkIcantakeanymore.

Phila:(Smiling)"Goodmorning,Beautiful."



Me:"Goodmorning,handsome."

Philastartedtouchingmedownthere,rubbingmy

clit.Noways.Notnow.

Me:"Hayi,BabyIcan'tyoh.Kubuhlungu(It'ssore)."

Phila:"I'msorry,love,justalittlebitnjena.Kancani

(alittlebit)please."

Me:"Nope.NopeandNope.Besides,wehavetoget

up.Thesunisabouttocomeandwecan'tbeseen

walkingdownwithourclothesfromlastnight."

Phila:(sigh)"Alreadyseuyangincishangefirstday

(Alreadyyou'rerefusingmesexonthefirstday.)

Haike(oh,well),let'sgo."



Weworeourclothesbackonandmadeourway

downthelift.Iwasreallyhopingnoonewouldsee

usandluckilynoonesawus.

WemadeourwaytoourroomandIwasjusthoping

tocatchuponsomesleep,butnope,Mr.Zwanehad

otherideas.

Phila:"Woza(come),Zee.Comelet'sshower.We

havelotstodotoday."

Me:(sigh)"Hayi,man,Baby.Youworemeoutand

nowIhavetogetup.That'sjustnotfair."

Iwassulkingbuthejustwasn'thavingit.

Phila:"Ipromiseyou,youwon'tregretit.Comenow,

let'sgoshower."



Igotupreluctantlyandfollowedhimtothe

bathroom.

Phila:"Bytheway,I'vefinallybeenupgradedto

uBabynow.I'mlovingit."

Ihithischestplayfully.Wegotintotheshowerand

gotready.Wemadeourwaytothediningareaand

atewithotherguestsatleast.Jakewasn'taround

soIassumehewasoffsinceitwasmorning.We

ateanicebreakfast,pancakes,sausages,friend

eggs,bacon,theworks.

ImostdefinitelyneededthisafterthenightIhad.

Weoptedformimosas.Iknow,right?It'sbarely

noonandhereweareindulgdinginsomealcohol,

butIdon'tmind.We'renotworkingyetandit'sonly

oneglass.Ineedabitofenergyforwhenwego

seeMr.Bupnnertoday.



Iquicklyturnonmyphoneanddecidetocheckup

onsomemessagesandgetintouchwiththeworld,

Istumbleacrossonethatreallycatchesmeoff

guard."Hey,Zee.Pleaseforgivemefortheother

night.Nowordscanexplainmyappalingbehaviour.

I'mreallysorryforactingweirdandmostespecially

forcallingPhilaacriminalinhisownhouse.Once

again,I'msorry-Bee".Itdidn'tseemverygenuine,

butanywayIjustletitslide.Atleastshe

apologized,though.Ifrownedwhilelookingatthe

messageandPhilanoticed.

Phila:"Whatisit?"

Me:"Ag,Belindasentmeaweirdmessage

apologizingfortheothernight."

Phila:"Hmm."



Hecarriedoneating.Ican'tshakethefeelingthat

somethingisseriouslyoffwithBelinda,butI'lldeal

withthatanotherday.

ZodwaNgcobo

I'vebeenthinkingallnightonwhattodotofixthis

messI'min.TherehastobeawayinwhichIcan

fixthis,there'salwaysaway.Adonia,mySpiritual

leaderandagreatSorcererpromisedmethat

thingswouldworkoutyearsago.Nowheredidshe

mentionPhila'sreturn,soIhavetogoseeher.I

cannotwaittildawn,asthisisamatterofurgency.

BelindacamehereyesterdayasrequestedandI

decidedtogowithhersincesheknowseverything.

She'salotstrongerthanZiyanda,hereinthedark

world,whichiswhyIchosehermyself.

BelindaandIgottoAdonia'shouseandtookoffour



shoesbeforeweenteredherhut.Wefoundher

waitingforusinhertraditionalsangomaattireand

beadscoveringherface.

Adonia:(Deepvoice)"You'relate,Zodwa.Youknow

Ihatebeingkeptwaiting."

Zodwa:"Sorry,Adonia.YouknowIhaveasonwho's

inacriticalconditioninhospital.Ihadtodropby

therefirst."

Adoniastartedmakingherfunnysoundsand

sneezingasusual.

Adonia:"You'vesummonedmeoutsidemyworking

hourswithyou,soIhavetofineyou.Khipa

ithousandranduibekela(Takeoutonethousand

randandputithere)."Shesaidpointingdown

beforeherknees.



Zodwa:(Shocked)"Haowa,Adonia.Manjeseuirip-

off(You'vebecomearip-offnow).SincewhendoI

havetopaysomuchforconsultationwithyou?!"

Adonia:(funnysounds)"Yeeeyi!Youeithertakeit

orleaveit.Idon'thavealldayandyouknowyour

wayout,angithi(right)?"

Igotsoirritatedandtookoutthemoneyanyway.I

reallyneedthemoney.

Adonia:(Chuckling)"Yourloveformoneyand

obsessionwithgreedwillgetyoukilled,Zodwa

Nqcobo.Nowtalk,ufunanikimi(whatdoyouwant

fromme?"

Zodwa:"Youknowwehadplansandnowtheyseem

toberuined.Ziyandaleftmyboy.He'sinhospital

fightingforhislifeandit'sallPhila'sfault,mysecret

isabouttobeexposedandIcannothavethat.



Davidwillkillme."

Adonia:"Hmm.WecanalwaysputaspellonDavid.

Leavehimtome,howeversinenkinga(wehavea

problem).PhilaisZiyanda'schosenone.Theirlove

iswaystrongerthanbeforeandtheyarebothhighly

favouredupthere.IfIdothis,there'sahighchance

itmightbackfireanditwillmessupmywholeaura,

Zodwa.Myancestorscouldturntheirbackson

me."

Zodwa:(Annoyed)"Yourancestorsturnedtheir

backsonyoualongtimeagososavemethe

speech.Willyoubeabletodoitornot?"

Adonia:"Yes,itcanbedone.Ziyandaispregnant

aswespeak,butshedoesn'tknowityet.That

givesmeanadvantagetoconsultwiththe

underworld.Icantryandtakethosebabies'souls

beforetheirevenbornandsincebothherandPhila

haveRoyalblood,yourbusinesseswillbe



strengthenedevenbetterthanbefore."

Iopenedmyeyeswideinshock.

Zodwa:"Ziyandaispregnant?Butyoutoldme

she'sbarrennowsincethemiscarriage."

Adonia:"Theancestorshaveamazingways,Zodwa.

She'spregnantanddon'tforgetthatafterthe

miscarriageyousacrificedLunga'smanhood

completelysohe'sbasicallysterile.Idon'tknow

whyyou'reactingsosurprised."

Ag,Adoniaisfrustratingmenow.Shedoeshavea

point,butevenafterdoingthatsheassuredmewe

wouldfindawaytogetZiyandapregnant.Didshe

perhapslietome?

Zodwa:"WhatdoyoumeanPhilaisalsoroyal?"



Adonia:"Imeanexactlythat."

Zodwa:"Okay,doit."

Adonia:"ButImustwarnyou,ifthisbackfires,it'sa

lifeforalife.IfZiyanda'sbabiessuriveandare

born,thenIhavetotakealifefromyourside.A

pure,innocentlife.Sinceyou'realltainted,itleaves

yourgrandchild."

Belindawassoastonishedshedecidedtospeakup.

Belinda:"No!Ican'tletyouhavemyson!"

Zodwa:"Oh,thulanawe(Keepquiet)!It'snotlike

he'sLunga'ssonanyways.Hadyouwaitedyour

turnyouwould'vefallenpregnantforhimas

planned.Besides,you'restillyoung.You'llfall



pregnantagaininnotime."

Belindahadtearsfallingdownhereyes,butIwasn't

bothered.Notintheleast.Isacrificedallmy

childrenexceptPhilatogettowhereIam.Allfour

ofthemandshethinksthatbecomingrichiseasy?

Youneedtosacrificealifeinordertohavethelife

youwant.Ilovemygrandson,butBelindawillhave

tosuckitup.Lifeistough,sheshouldknowthatby

now.

ChapterThirty

Ziyanda

Afterbreakfast,PhilaandIwenttoThePoint

ShoppingMalldrivenbyMandlaofcourseandhe

gavemehisblackcard.Hetoldmetogocrazyand

thathe'stakingmeshopping.Iwasabitskeptical

atfirst,ImeanIhaveneverreallyspentaman's

money.



AllLungausedtodowasgivemeamonthly

allowanceofR50000tobuynecessitiesaroundthe

house.Porschealwayshasherhusband'scard

sinceheneverallowshertospoilherselfwithher

salaryandshealwaystellsmethatyoushould

neversaynotoaman'smoney,especiallyifhe's

yours.Well,IdecidedtousethischanceandIwent

crazy.

IwalkedshoptoshopwithPhilabymyside,fitting

clothesandshoes.Imustsaythisretailtherapy

feelssogood.Ineverknewthatspendingmoney

couldmakemefeelsogood.Iwantedtotryout

somemakeupandlingerieforachangewithout

PhilafollowingmesoIaskedhimtogogetsome

coffeeandIwouldmeethimatoneofthe

restaurantsonceIwasdone.Luckilyhegave

MandlathemanybagsIhadfromshoppingsoI

couldwalkfreelyandstartalloveragain.



IwenttoMaqStoreandaskedforsomemakeup

tipsandtheydidmymakeupforfree.Ilooked

reallydifferent,butamazinglygorgeous.Inever

reallyfeelgorgeousorconfidentaboutmyself,butI

figuredifIwanttofitintoPhila'slife,I'dhavetotry

differentthingssomehow.Ican'tgoplainand

naturalforever,right?

IboughtallthemakeupIneededandheadedtothe

lingerieboutiqueoppositethestore.Iwasjust

cluelessaboutallthesethingsandmostofthem

justlookedlikespiderwebsandhardlyanythingin

mysize.

Iaskedthemanagertohelpmeoutinpickingout

somelingerieandluckilytheyhadawholesection

forplussizewomen.Atleasttheseitemslookedas

sexyastheonesforsmallerwomen,justabit

bigger.Ididn'toptforfittingssinceIdidn'twantto

keepPhilawaitingtoolong,ImeanIhadbeen

shoppingforoverfourhoursnowandmyfeetwere



gettingsore.Itookafewreditemsandsomebeige

andblackonestoo,alllaceofcourse.Allmenlove

laceyunderwear.Idon'tevenseethepointof

lingeriesincethewholepointistohavehimtakeit

off,butIdecidedtogowithitanyway.

Igottothetillandplacedmyitemsonthedesk.I

greetedthegirlwhowasprocessingmyitemsand

shelookedreallyyoung,probablyinherearly20s

likebitchLerato.Anyway,shedidn'tgreetmeback

andsoundedXhosabecauseshewastalkingonthe

phone.Howrude.

Idecidedtokeepquietandwatchher.Icouldhear

howshewastellingwhoeverwasonthephonethat

there'safatgirlstandinginfrontofherbuying

lingerie,askinghim/herwhatkindofmanwould

wanttofuckapiglookinglikeme?Imean,I'mZulu,

butIcanunderstandXhosahereandthere,

especiallywhenI'mbeinginsulted.Ithinkshejust

assumedthatIwascolouredandcouldbarelyhear



herhenceshedecidedtoswitchlanguagesinstead

ofspeakingEnglish.

IcalledtheManagerfromthestoreroomandI

couldfeelangercreepinguponme.

Manager:"Isthereaproblem,ma'am?"

Me:"Yes,thereisaproblem,Elmarie.(Igother

namefromherbadge)Idon'tappreciatetheway

I'mbeingtreatedbythisyoungladywhoseemsto

bepartofhourstaff.Ireallylikeyourstuffandas

youcanseeInearlyboughtthewholestore,but

becauseI'mbeingtotallyignoredasacustomer

andbeinginsultedandbodyshamedbyafellow

womaninyourstore,I'llhavetotakemymoneg

somewhereelse."

Elmariewasverysurprisedandupsetatthegirl.I

simplystormedoutoftherewithoutevenhearing



herout.Icouldfeelmyselfshakeandtears

threateningtofalldownmyfacewhenImetPhilaat

Whoolworthsfoodhavingacupofcoffeeatthe

cafewiththenewspaperinhishands.

Me:"Let'sgo."Ididn'tevenrealizeIwascrying.

Philaquicklygotupandheldmyhands.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(mylove),what'swrong?"

Me:"Nothing.Canwepleasejustgo?"

Phila:"Notuntilyoutellmewhomadeyoucrylike

thisandmadeyouruinthisprettymakeupofyours.

Nowtellme,who'sfaceamIbreaking?"

Igiggled.Itookadeepsighandtoldhimeverything.



Ihonestlyjustwantedtoleavethemallalready.I

reallylikedElmarie'sitems,eventhoughtheygofor

aboutR500apiece,buttotallyworthit.It'sjusta

shameshehassuchanill-manneredgirlaspartof

herstaff.

AfterItoldPhilaIcouldseehimtightenhisjawand

gettingworkedup.Iknowthatlookalltoowell.I

sawitwhenhetoldLeratowheretogetoffand

seemslikehe'sabouttodoitwiththatlittlegirltoo.

Phila:"Let'sgo.Showmethestore."Hesaid

grabbingmyhandandwalkingfasterwithme.My

heartwasbeatingsofastandIdon'tevenknow

whyI'mscaredbecauseIdidn'tdoanythingwrong.

Aswebothenteredthestore,wefoundElmarie

furiouslyremovingtheitemsIwantedtobuyfrom

thecounter.Iassumeshewasabouttoputthem

back.

Phila:"Goodafternoon,ma'am.Ibelieveoneofyour



staffmemberswasveryrudetomywife."

Elmarielookedsoshockedandintimidated.

Elmarie:"Ah,yes,sir,I...Idealtwiththesituation.

OnceagainIdoapologizeonherbehalf."

Phila:"Pleasedocallherforme."

Elmarielookedabithesitant.

Phila:"Immediately."

Hegaveherasternlook.Iknowthatlook.Icallit

the"Don'tfuckwithmelook"buthedoesn'tknow

that.Elmariewenttothebacktocallthegirlwho

lookedlikeshewascrying.



Phila:"Weh,Ntombazana(Hey,girl).Ubaniigama

lakho(What'syourname)?"

ShelookedsoscaredrightnowandIfeltalittlebad

forher,butshehadnorighttoshamemelikethat,

especiallysinceshedoesn'tknowme.

Girl:"MynameisAphiwe,Nomzane(sir)."

Phila:"Oh,sonowyoucancallmesir,butyou

disrespectmywifewhenyou'rejustamerecashier?

Youdoknowwhatyournamemeans,angithi

(right)?"

Girl:"Yes,sir.ItmeansGift."

Phila:"Well,you'reclearlynotowninguptoyour

nameatall.Sohere'swhat'sgoingtohappennow:

you'regoingtocatchataxibacktoyourlittlesmall



townandexplaintoyourmotherthatyougotfired

forbeingrudetotheBlackMamba'swife."

Aphiwewidenedhereyesinshockasifshejust

realizedwhoMambais.Couldhebesowellknown

thatevensmalltimegirlslikeAphiwehaveheardof

him?

PhilatookouthiswalletwhileElmarie,AphiweandI

werejuststaringathiminsilence.

Phila:"Howmuchwereyouearninghereasyour

salary?"

Aphiwe:"Eight...EightThousandRand,sir."

Phila:"Well,nowyou'vejustlostyourdailybead.

HereisR5000andconsiderthisyourlastsalary.

Gohomeandgiveittoyourmotherandstart



lookingforanewjobonceyou'verecollectedyour

manners."

Hesaidthatholdingouthishandwiththemoneyin

it.Aphiweslowlytookthemoneyandputitinher

smallwaistbagwithoutevenlookingPhilainthe

eye.

Phila:"No,Ibelieveyouowemywifeanapology

beforeyougo."

Aphiwe:(lookingdown)"I'msorry."

Phila:"Nowleavethisstore.You'refired."

AphiwestormedoutcryingwhileElmariejuststood

theredumbfounded.



Phila:"NexttimechoosestaffwithHumanRelations

skills.Mywifereallylovesyourstoreand

everythinginit,Elmarie.Don'truinyourbrandby

hiringlowlifegirls."

Elmariewassoembarrassed,youcouldseeitinher

eyesandinherfaceashercheeksseemedflushed.

Elmarie:"Yes,sir.Myapologies.Itwon'thappen

again."

Phila:"Howmuchdoesheritemscost?"

Elmarie:(Goingbehindthecounterandchecking

thetill)"R3500,sir."

Philatookoutsomemorecashnotesandhanded

toElmarie.



Phila:"Here'sR10000cash,foryourhospitalityand

forbeingsonicetomywife.Yourstoreseems

ratheremptyofcustomersforastorethathassuch

beautifulitems.Rememberoneofthekeynotesto

Business,Elmarie:ThepeopleyouhireAREyour

brand.Fixthatandcustomerswillbeflooding.

Haveaniceday."

Withthatsaid,weleftElmariestandingbehindher

countershockedtothecore.Philaheldmyhandas

Icarriedmypaperbagandwewalkedbacktothe

car.IloveitwhenPhilastandsupforme,butIcan't

helpbutfeelreallybadnow.WillIgeteveryone

firedforbeingrudetowardsmenow?MaybeifI

loseweightthenalltheseproblemswould

disappear.

Phila

WegotintothecarandMandladroveoff.Ihateit

whenZeecries,especiallybecauseofotherpeople.



Ican'tjustsitbackandrelaxasamanwhilesome

uselessbitchdecidestoberudetoherforno

reason.IjustwishZeewouldseewhatIsee.I

wishshecouldappreciateherbodyasmuchasI

appreciateit.Idon'tcareaboutthin,assless

women.IloveZeeandI'vealwayslovedher.

Icanseehowupsetanddownsheisrightnowand

Ijusthopethisdoesn'truinthenextphaseofthe

plansIsetinmotionforher.Afterthisweekend,

uYayawamiwillofficiallybemyfiancee.

ChapterThirtyOne

Ziyanda

ImusthavebeendeepinthoughtbecauseIdidn't

evenrealizethatwehadreachedourdestination.I

lookedoutthewindowandsawsomereally

beautifulhouses,muchlikewherePhilalivesback

inCenturion.Iseeahugeboardacrossthegate



"LangebaanCountryEstate".

Hmm,itseemslikeareallynicesuburbforrich

people.Niceandquiet.Thesehousesareso

beautifulandseemslikeeveryonebuysahugeacre

oflandataheftyprice.Theseownersmustberich

becauseonewouldn'tbuyR3millionlandoncredit,

right?

Phila:(Squeezingmyhand)"Sthandwasami(my

love).Sesifikile(We'vearrived)."

HegavemeasmileandIjustreturnedafaintone.I

wassodownafterthewholeAphiweepisode.First

LeratoandnowAphiwe.Ican'tsaythatit'saCape

TownthingbecauseevenNozipho,mymomand

mysister,evenBelindamakecommentsaboutmy

weight.

MaybeAphiwewasright,Iamafatpig.Maybe



PhilaheardeverythingGogotoldhimandmy

therapysessionsdidn'tdomejustice,andfeltbad

forme.Maybehe'swithmebecausehefeelssorry

forme.

Icouldn'thelpbutreleaseateardownmycheek

that'sbeendyingtoescapemyeye.Wewerestillin

thecarandMandlawentoutandopenedmysideof

thedoor.

Phila:"Babywami(mybaby),talktome.Yini(What

isit),Zee?"

Me:"It'snothing.Let'sgo,I'msureBrenneriswaiting

forus."

Iattemptedtogetoutofthecar,buthegrabbedmy

armgently.



Phila:"Zee,talktome.Please,don'tshutmeout."

Me:(Deepsigh)"I'mjust,I'mjustnotokay,Phila.

Everywherewegopeoplelookatmefunnyandcall

menamesbecauseofmysize.Imean,youknow

I'veneverbeensmallandIwasjuststartingtolove

myselfandnowthishappens.Willitalwaysbelike

this?Doesbeinginyourlifecomeatthisprice?"

Icouldseethatthelaststatementbrokehim.He

frownedandhiseyeswereshinywithtears,buthe

foughtthemback.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(mylove).Youmeanso

muchtome.Ifonlyyouwouldletmeprotectyou

andloveyou,thenyou'llseethatlovingyourselfwill

automaticallyhappen.

IwanttoloveyousomuchthatIwanttosetoffa

chainreactionofblessingsinyourlife,Ziyanda.



Pleasedon'teverletlowlife'stellyouthatyou'renot

beautiful.Youhaveanintimidatingpresence,

Sthandwasami.

Youradiatebeautyonalllevelsanditmakespeople

jealous.Pleasedon'tbeneagtive.Ihavesomuch

plannedforyouthisweekend,sopleasedon'tallow

cockroachesinhumanformtoruinallthis."

Ilaughedabitatthatlaststatement.

Me:(Wipingmytearsoffmyface)"Okay.

Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)."

Phila:"Don'teverapologizeforbeingyou,Sthandwa

sami(Mylove).Andifyou'rethinkingofleavingme

justknowthatitwillneverhappen.Iwon'tallow

that."



Hesmiledandwegotoutofthecar.Mygoodness.

I'vecriedsomuchthisweekI'msurePhilathinks

I'macrybaby,man.Wewalkedtowardsahuge

pieceofvacantlandandbehinditissomewoods

andtrees.

Iseeaboardrightinthemiddleofthislandwe're

standingon"PamGoldingPropertiesR4500000

SOLD".Okay,nowI'mconfused.PerhapsBrenner

boughtitlongbeforehedecidedtohiremeto

designahouseforhim.

Phila:(Lookingatmesmiling)"Whatdoyouthinkof

thisplace?"

Me:"Iloveit.It'ssopeacefulandthemountainview

isamazing.Icanimaginemyselfdrinkingcoffee

onthebalconyoverlookingthesea."

Phila:(smilingevenmore)"I'mgladyoulikeit



becauseit'syours."

Myeyesgrewwiderinshock.

Me:"Idon'tunderstand,Phila.Whatdoyoumean?

Didn'tyousayBrennerwantstoretirehere?"

Phila:(Chuckling)"Comeon,Zee.Brennermovedto

SwitzerlandrightafterIboughtthecompany.Do

youhonestlythinkagrumpyBillionairelikehim

wouldwanttosettledownandretireinCape

Town?"

Ilaughedatthatstatement.Hehasapoint,though.

BrennerisoriginallyfromSwitzerlandsoitmakes

sensetoretireinyourhomeland.

Phila:"Iboughtthislandforyou,forus.It'sgoingto

beourholidayhome,welloneofmany.Iwantedto



surpriseyouandIdidn'twanttoruinitbytellingyou

rightaway.Thehouseyou'redesigningisn'tfor

Brenner,butforus.Thisisyourproject,Sthandwa

sami(Mylove).Iwantyoutomakeournewhouse

ourhome."

Igotteary-eyedonceagain.Ireallyneedtoworkon

thesewaterworks.Themakeupissoruinedright

nowIevenwipeditoffwithsomewipesonourway

here.Philaissothoughtful,though.Spending4.5

milliononapieceoflandjustlikethat?

Me:"It'ssobeautiful,Phila.Iloveitsomuch.Thank

you,baby."

Philaleaneddowntokissme.

Phila:"That'snotall.There'smoretocome.Follow

me."



Isthereanythingthatcantopthis?Wewalkedhand

inhandtowardsthewoodsbehindthelandPhila

justboughtforus.Ireallyamnotafanofwoods

andtrees,ImeanI'veseenenoughhorrormoviesto

lastalifetime.

Me:"Hayi,Phila.Akunainyokalapha(Aren'tthere

snakeshere)?YouknowI'mterrifiedofnature."

Phila:(Chuckling)"Zee,I'vejustfoundyouagain,

whywouldIofferyoutosnakes?Besides,I'mthe

blackMamba,don'tworry."

Me:"Okay,butifIseeoneI'mrunningaway."

Philalaughedatmesohard.Reallythough?Aswe

werewalkingIsawatrailofredrosepetalsleading

ustowardssomegrassinwithtreessurrounded.

AswegotcloserIsawabig,redblanketwith

beautifulredandwhitepillows.



Therewasanicebucketwithsomechampagneinit,

withanotheronenexttoitwithadifferentbottleof

wineinit.Twowineglasseswereaccompaniedby

allkindsoffoodandfruits,fingerfoodanddelicious

lookingdessertswithsomechocolatesofcourse.

Hehe,Philaisindeedamanofmanytalents.

Organisingapicnicwithoutbeingphysically

present.IwasintotalawethatIevenforgotabout

Philaforasecond.Iwasstanding,lookingaround

andassoonasIturnedtolookathim,hebent

downononeknee.IshedoingwhatIthinkhe's

doing?!

Phila:(Ononekneewithanopenringboxinhis

hands)"ZandileBhengu,fromthefirstmomentI

laideyesonyouinthatcute,navyschooluniformI

knewthatyouwouldbemine.Fromthatday

forwardIcalledyoumywife.I'mreallysorryittook

mesolongtofinallydothis,tofinallymakeyour



dreamscometrue.

Iloveyousomuchthatitdrivesmecrazy.

WheneverIwakeupinthemorningyou'rethefirst

thingIthinkofuntilthesunsetsintheevening.

Yourbeautiful,contagiouslaughsetsmysoulon

fire.Yourbeautifuleyesmakemerealizethatyour

soulisjustasbeautifulasyouare.Yourperfectly,

carvedbodymakesmerealizethatGodtookhis

timetodesignyoujustforme.

Thissecondchanceatlife,atloveprovesthatyou

andIaretrulymeanttobe.Iwouldliketostartthis

newchapterinmylifewithyouandshowyouthe

world.I'llbuyyoutheworldifIhaveto.Yayawami

(myyaya),Sthandwasami(mylove),Qhawekazi

(Goddess),makemethehappiestmanonearthand

sayyou'llmarryme.

ChapterThirtyTwo



Ziyanda

Philawasonhisonekneewithabeautiful,pear-

shapedRoseGolddiamondring.Ihadtears

streamingdownmyeyesandmyheartwasbeating

sofastoutofjoy.Thankgoodnesshe'sjustwearing

ajeaninsteadofanItalianSuitthistime.Butthen

whogoesdownontheirkneeinthemiddleofthe

woodsinaGStarRawoutfit?Iswearthisguy

doesn'twearthesameoutfittwice.

Phila:"WhatdoyousaySthandwasami(mylove)?"

Me:(crying)"Yes,Yes,ngiyavuma(Iagree)."

Hegotupfromthegrassandplantedapassionate

kissonmylipsandhuggedme.Thenheputthe

ringonmyfinger.Iswearthisisthemostbeautiful

ringI'veeverseen,sosimple-yetelegant.Ilove

howPhilagetsme.



Phila:"Ngiyabonga,Sthandwasami(Thankyou,my

love).Thankyousomuchformakingmethe

happiestmanintheworld.Iswearifitwereupto

me,thisweekendwouldlastforever."

Hekissedmeagainandwecelebratedwithourown,

privatepicnicinthewoods-afewkilometersaway

fromournewlyboughtland.I'mofficiallyaland

owner!JustaweekafterPhilahasbeeninmylife

andI'mengagedandnotyetdivorced.Mylifeis

crazy,Itellyou.

Me:"But,babywami(mybaby),I'mnotdivorced

fromLungayet."

Phila:"Youleavethattome,Sthandwasami.Let's

enjoythismomentwehavesomewhereelsetobe

tomorrowafternoonbeforeweheadbackhome."



Hmm,anothersurprisecomingup?Whatcould

possiblytopthis?

Gog'Khanyi

It'sbeennearlytwodayssinceNomsapitchedup

heretoconfesstohersins.I'mnothappy,butI

mustsayI'mproudofherforfinallyowningupto

herdeeds.It'snevertoolateastheysay,kodwake

(But)It'stimeforhertogobackhome.Ineedmy

spaceman.FlorahandIcanbarelygossipwithher

depressingvibeallovermyhouse.

IwalkeddownthestairsandfoundFlorahand

Nomsachattingawayandlaughinglikeoldbuddies

inthelounge.Nomsacanevenshowherteethnow

soIguessthebruiseshaveonherfacehave

healed.

Gog'Khanyi:"Sanibonaniabantubami(Hello,my



people).Zirightzigirls(Areyougirlsalright)?"

Mam'Masango:"Hai,Nomsawasjusttellingme

aboutThando'schildren.Kodwathosekidsarea

handful."

Gog'Khanyi:"AbigonehenceIdon'twantthemhere

untiltheylearnsomemannersandhowtobehave.

Nomsa,youshouldtaketheminnowsinceThando

isbackondrugs.Iwouldn'twantthosekidstoend

uplikeher,orevenworse."

Nomsa:(lookingdown)"Yebo(yes)ma.I'llfetch

themtoday."

Gog'Khanyi:"Speakingoftoday,it'stimeforyouto

gobackhome-TODAY."

Nomsastartedtolookveryworried.



Nomsa:"Kodwa(but)ma,I'mnotreadytogoback

home.Khayawillkillme."

Gog'Khanyi:"Nooneiseverreadyforanything.I

wasneverreadytohaveyouandnowlookathow

wellyouturnedout.Nowpackyourbagsandhead

onout.Itwaslovelyseeingyou,mydaughter."I

gaveherasmile,butshejustreturnedafrown.

Mam'Masango:"BelievemewhenIsaythis,child,he

won'tkillyou.Infacthisreactionwillsurpriseyou.

Gofetchyourgrandchildrenandthengohome."

Nomsadraggedherfeetoffthecouchandsaidher

goodbyes.I'msogladshe'sgonenow.Ineedto

catchuponsomefewthingslikefindingZiyanda's

fatherbeforePhilapayslobola.Hewantstopay

lobolaasinyesterdaysoIhadbetterbequick.I

wentthroughmyemailsandcameacrossanemail



Philaforwardedme.

ItwasawholefileofZiyanda'stherapysessions

withDr.Stein,includingtwomedicalreportsfrom

twoincidents,withpicturesofZeeattached.Her

bodyandfaceweresobruisedandIcan'tbelieve

howZodwacoulddothisrightundermynose.Her

uselessassandherlowlifesonwillregrettheday

theyevermetmyZee.Bazonyaamasimba

wok'shisa(They'llshitsomveryhotshit).Butfor

now,IneedtostartwiththisDr.vanSchalkwykwho

refusedtoreporttheseincidents.

Mam'Masango:"YaziniKhanyisa(Youknow

Khanyisa),weneedtoactfast.Timeisnotonour

side.ZodwaalreadywenttoconsultAdoniaandwe

needtofindZiyanda'sfatherfast.Phila'spaternal

familyarealsoseekinghimandhe'stoostubborn

toagreetoitrightnow.Ziyandaneedsthe

welcomingceremonytobedoneassoonas

possible,otherwiseIforeseedanger.Zodwawon't



stopuntilshehasmoremoney.She'stoosupidto

evennoticethatAdoniaistakingherforaride."

Gog'Khanyi:"Yazi(Youknow)thatwomanisthe

devilherself.Uyanginyanyisa(Shemakesmesick).

Letmedealwithherfornow."

Idecidetocallher.She'smessedwithalotof

people'slivesandthistimeshehasgonetoofar.

Zodwa:"ZodwaNqcobohello?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Yah,Zodwa.Moneychangespeople

neh.Youcan'tevenrecognizemyvoice.Injani

kodwa,magosha(Howareyouthough,you

prostitute)?"

Zodwa:(annoyed)"Khanyisa.Ufunani(Whatdoyou

want)?"



Gog'Khanyi:(Chuckling)"Icanseeyou'renotinthe

moodtocatchupsoI'llgetstraighttothepoint.

Yekelaamasimbauwayenzawo(Stoptheshityou're

doing)beforeIburnyoualive.Iknowyou'rebusy

tryingtokillmyunborngrandchildren,Zodwa.So

I'mgoingtoaskyouonemoretimetostoptheshit

you'redoing."

Zodwa:(wentsilentforawhile)"Ihavenoideawhat

you'retalkingabout,Khanyi."

Gog'Khanyi:"Alright.Seuziyenzaistarringangithi

(You'reactinglikethestarring,right)?Seuzobona

ngami(You'lljusthavetowatchwhathappens).I'll

takeeverythingfromyou:startingwithallthe

businessesyoursonowns,allthatwillbeleftwill

behishouseandafewcars,thenafterthatI'm

comingforeverythingyouhave.I'llcleanyouout

untilyoucan'tevenaffordaloafofbreas,Zodwa.I

warnedyou.Youshouldhaveknownbetterthanto



sacrificeZiyanda'sfirstchild."

Zodwa:"Wait,Khanyi!"

Ihungupbeforeshecouldfinishherstupid

sentence.IdialedSbu.

Sbu:"Ola,Magriza(Hi,grandma).Kuhambani

(What'scooking)?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Yeywena(Heyyou)!Ungazonginyela

(Don'ttellmeshit).UbaniuGogowakho(Who'syour

grandma)?"

Sbu:(Chuckling)"Ngiyaxolisamama(Sorry,mama).

Zikhipani(What'sup)?"

Gog'Khanyi:"GetvanSchalkwykready.Meetmeat



thewarehouse."

Sbu:"ShoshoGangstergogo."

Gog'Khanyi:"Voetsek."Iclickedmytongueand

hungup.

Mam'Masango:"YaziKhanyi.JustwhenIthought

you'vechangedyougobacktoyouroldways.Why

ungayekelilabafana(Whydon'tyouleavetheboys)

todealwiththis?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Youknowthisispersonal,Florah.If

youwantthejobdoneright,youhavetodoit

yourself."

MynameisKhanyisaButhelezi,andIdon'tgive

secondchances.

ChapterThirtyThree



Ziyanda

It'sSundaymorning,andI'msoexhaustedall

thankstoPhila.Hekeptmeupallnight,doing

thingstomeIhaveonlyimaginedinmydreams.

I'mprettysureallotherguestsheardmebecauseI

wasscreamingsomuchIjustcouldn'tkeepquiet.

Porschewassoright,Philareallyis"BossPipi".I

neverthoughtmeninreallifehadsuchhugedicks.

Itriedtogetloosefromhisgrip,buthetightenedit.

Me:"Phila,man.Ineedtopee."

Phila:"Camelaumbedo(peeonthebed)justlikeyou

didlastnight."HelaughedandIclickedmytongue

forcingmywayoutofhisgrip.

Me:"Uyaborayazi(You'resoboring,youknow)."My

cheeksweregettingredfromembarrassment.



Phila:"I'mkidding,love.Yousquirted,it'snotpee.

It'sperfectlynormalwhenamanhitsyourg-spot."

G-spot,squirting.ThosearePorsche'sterms.I

madeamentalnotetoaskheraboutit.I'mstarving.

It's7amandweneedtogetupanyways,apparently

we'regoingsomewheretodayandwe'llbeleaving

fromtheretotheAirporttomorrowmorning,which

meanswe'recheckingoutofheretoday.Ican't

wait,honestly.Thishotelisamazing,butImiss

homecookedmeals.Ikeptwakinguointhemiddle

ofthenightstaringatmyringfinger.Ican'tbelieve

I'msoon-to-beMrs.ZiyandaZwane.Lifecanwork

inmysteriouswaysItellyou.

Philagotupandjoinedmeintheshowerandof

coursewehadaquickiebeforeweheadedourfor

breakfast.Whileeatingbreakfastinthedininghall,

IsawSimone,thegirlwhowassonicetomeduring

myspatreatmentandIwantedtogiveherandall



sixotherladiesthegiftsIboughtforthem.Noone

haseverbeenthatnicetomebefore.

TheyallseemedsogenuineandIwantedtothank

themforalltheirefforts.HearingSimonetellme

thatherboyfriendcannotevenaffordtotakeher

outorgetheraspavoucher,Idecidedtogetthem

allmacmakeupvouchersandlingerievouchers

fromElmarie'sboutique-allsixofthem.Icontacted

herviaemailandshewassopleasedandkept

apologizingforAphiwe'sbehaviour,butIwasover

that.Shewasniceenoughtogetthevouchers

deliveredtothehotelforme.IloveElmarie's

lingerieandI'mmostdefinitelycomingbackagain

tobuyfromherthenexttimeIcomebacktoCape

Town.Itcostmeabit,andthistimeIdecidedtouse

moneysavedinmybankaccountwhichPhilaused

togiveme.

Ihavenouseforitanyway.Iwanttostartona

cleanslatesoIalsotoppedtheirgiftbagswithR10



000each.AllinallIspentaboutR100000.They

reallydeserveit.Ididn'teventellPhilabecausehe

wouldprobablyflipifheheardthatIspentmoney

Lungagavemeinsteadofhis.Menandtheiregos.

IaskedSimonetocomeovertoourtable,andshe

wasabithesistantatfirst,buteventuallycameover.

Itoldhertomeetmeinthefoyerwiththeother

membersofherSpateambeforeIcheckout.Phila

wasn'tbotheredmuch,butIbethadSimonebeena

man,hewouldhavebeen.

Wewentbacktothehotelandpackedourclothes

andonourwaydowntheliftwefoundBitchyLerato

inthelift.Talkaboutawkward.Shelookeddown

asweenteredtheliftandPhilastartedchattingto

her,whichIsuspecthewasdoingonpurpose.

Phila:"Goodmorning,Lerato.Howareyouthis

morning?"



Lerato:(shakyvoice)"Goodmorning,Mr.Zwane,

goodmorning,Mrs.Zwane.I'mwell,thanksand

howareyoubothdoingtoday?"

Allthiswhileherheadwasboweddown.Wow.Talk

aboutawhole360degreeturn.Philacanhumblea

bitch,Itellyou.

Phila:"We'redoingfine,thankyouandasyoucan

seeMrs.Zwane'sfingeryouwereright.Thishotel

doesmakemenlikemeleavewithwomentheydo

intendtomarry."

IcouldhearLeratoswallowinghardaftersheturned

herheadtolookatmyringfinger.Philathough,he

canbetoomuchsometimes.

Theliftopenedandwefinallygotout.



Lerato:"Congratulations,Mr.AndMrs

Zwane.Ihopeyouhaveagreatjourneyhome."

Sheleftabruptlyandmadeherwaytotheother

sideofthehotel,probablytoavoidembarrassment.

PhilacheckedusoutandIsawSimoneandthe

otherladiesstandinginfrontoftheSpadoor.I

wenttothemandgavethemtheirgiftbags.The

lookontheirfaces,theyweresohappythatthey

evencried.Theycouldn'tstopthankingme.I

huggedthemallonceagainandIleft.Itfeltso

goodtodosomethingreallynicewithouteven

expectingsomethinginreturn.IdohopeLerato

learnsfromthisexperience;itdoesn'thurttobe

kind,youmightjustgetmorethanyoubargained

foroutofit.

Gog'Khanyi

IgottothewarehousefirstbeforeSbu.Thisboyis

alwayslateman.Idecidetotakeasmokeoutside



whilewaiting.Afterabouttenminuteshearrived.

Sbu:"Hade(Sorry),Gog'G.Igotheldup.Wehadto

packsomeextraclothesforthetwinssincetheir

goingtobestayingwithuMafromnowon.You

knowhowSharonissometimes."

Gog'Khanyi:"YaziSbuuyang'nyelashame(You

know,Sbu,you'refullofshit,shame).I'mnotyour

gogo."

Sbu:(Chuckling)"AngithiImouldeditalittlebit.

Gog'GforGogoGangster,uyabo(yousee)?"

Ichuckled.Thisboyshouldcounthisblessings

sinceItakehimasmyownson.

Gog'Khanyi:"Stopplayingandlet'sgetdownto

business.Masingene(Let'sgoin)."



Igotinthewarehouseandfoundafat,whitelady

withaDoctor'scoatonwhichIassumeisDr.Van

Schalkwyk.Nexttoherisayoung,lightskinned,

thinboywholookslikehe'sbeenherefordays

judgingmythesmellhereeksof.Thesmellcould

makeanyonepuketheirgutsout.

Gog'Khanyi:"Hayi(no)man,Sbu.Whydidn'tyoulet

thisboyhaveaguardtolookafterhim?Bonase

kunjanelana(Lookhowtheplacelooks).Kunyuka

amasimbalanamanyesses(Itsmellslikeshitin

here,man).You'resomessysometimes."

Sbu:"Ah,hade(sorry)Gog'G.Ihadahectic

weekend,eish.uSharonkeepsmeonmytoes."

Gog'Khanyi:"Yazi,thatstupidslayqueenofyours.I

askmyselfwhyyoudumpedalovelygirllikeuKele

forher,butthat'satopicforanotherday."



Sbu:"Eish,mattersoftheheart,Gog'G.Anyway,

whatwouldyoulikemetobringforthiswhite

bitch?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Bringmeanaxeandahammerand

somegloves.Idon'thaveallday.Makusheshwe

(Let'shurryup)."

SbuwenttothestoreroomandbroughtmewhatI

askedforomatrolley.IputmyglovesonwhileDr.

VanSchalkwyklookedscaredasfuck.Thesmall

boyonthechairnexttoherwaspetrifiedwithhis

mouthstilltapedandhishandstiedbehindhim.Dr.

VanSchalkwyk'shandswerealsotiedsoIremoved

thetapefromhermouthandshecriedoutinpain.

Dr.v.Schalkwyk:"Please,please.Idon'tknowwhat

youwantfromme,butIhave3millionrandinmy

bankaccount.Youcanhaveit.Youcanhaveitall



ifyoujustpleaseletmego."

SbuandIlaughedsoharditmadeherevenmore

scared.

Gog'Khanyi:"Doyouhearwhatthisbitchissaying?

She'ssayingshecangiveusi3Millionmfanawami

(myboy).Doweneedit,kodwa(though)?"

Sbu:"Hmm.Nah,wedon'tneedit.Sinawoama

millionthina(Wehavemillionsalready).Siama(We

are)Billionairesthina."

Gog'Khanyi:"Didyouhearthat?Wedon'tneed

money,whitebitch.Wepracticallywipeourown

shitwithdollarbills."

Dr.v.Schalkwyk:"Thenwhatdoyouwantfromme?

WhyamIhere?"



Gog'Khanyi:"Goodquestion,vettie(fatty).You're

heretomeetyourmaker,Luciferhimself.Anylast

words?"

Dr.v.Schalkwyk:"MyhusbandisaPoliceChief.

He'llfindmeandyou'regoingtorotinjail!"

Gog'Khanyi:(Chuckling)"Yazininaifebezabelungu

nidinakabi(Youknowyouwhitebitchescanbeso

annoying).Ihaveministersonmypayrolland

you'retellingmeaboutyourlousyhusbandPieterv.

Schalkwyk,ChiefofPolice?Heknowsyou'rehere.

Infacthewasmorethanwillingtogiveusyour

location.Whileyouwereatworkstealingmore

kidneysformoneytofeedyoureatinghabits,he

wasbusyfuckinghisgirlfriend."

IcouldseeIhitanervebecauseshestartedwailing

likeababy.



Gog'Khanyi:"IwishIcouldgiveyousome

counseling,butI'mrunningoutoftime.Yousee,

youtookmoneyfromLungaNgcobonottoreport

himabusingmydaughter,ZiyandaNgcobo.Do

thosenamesringabellinthatfatheadofyours?"

Dr.v.Schalkwyk:(wideeyed)"Look,I'mreallysorry.

HethreatenedtokillmeifIreportedit.Please,let's

talkaboutthis."

Gog'Khanyi:"Talkingtimeisover,vettie.You'rea

disgracetowomankind.Youmakemillionsoff

hidingdomesticabusefrommillionairesand

druglords.It'stimeforyoutodie."

ShekeptbeggingmeandscreamingasIstarted

choppingherlegsabovethekneewithmyaxe.

Bloodwasoozingalloverthefloorandshepissed

herself.Littleboynexttoherwassoscaredhis



eyeswerewideopenandhewasdeadquiet.

Dr.v.Schalkwyk:(weak)"Plea...Please...Forgive

me."

Gog'Khanyi:"YoucanaskGodforthat.Beforeyou

gotohell,sayhiNtandoButhelezi,theMighty

Gorillaforme.He'smylatehusband.Byebye

now."

Itookthehammerandsmashedherheadinso

hardthatbloodsplashedacrosstheroom,leaving

somebloodspatsonallofus,includingthelittle

boynexttoher.

Sbu:"Ah,ah,ah,Gog'G.IhavetobeinCapeTownin

twohours.NowIreekofbloodmanje."

Iturnedtothelittleboyandrippedoffthemouth



tapefromhislips.

Gog'Khanyi:"YoumustbeTony,angithi(right)?"

Tonyjustnoddedinfear.

Gog'Khanyi:"Good.Younowworkforme.Lunga

andZodwaarenolongeryourbosses.Youfuck

withme,Ieliminateyou,uyangizwa(doyou

understand)?"

Tonhjustnoddedagain.

Gog'Khanyi:"Good.Nowgetupandtakeashower.

You'llfindnewclothesonthebed.Weh,Sbu.Get

Blazerandtheguystocleanupthismessandmake

sureyoudiluteherbodyinacid.Notraces,angithi

(right)?"



Sbu:"Shosho,Gog'G.Notraces."

ChapterThirtyFour

Ziyanda

PhilaandIleftthehotelandwentstraighttothe

airport.Ithoughtwe'regoingbackhome,butI

guesshehadonemoresurpriseinstoreforme.

Wedidn'tevenflyforthatlong,abouttwohoursto

beexact.Philakeptbrushingmythighandkissing

methroughouttheflightsoIcouldn'tgetmuch

sleep.

Welandedandmadeourwaytoourcarwhichwas

awaitingusattheairport.Yetagainanother

Mercedeswith"ZwaneShuttleServices"writtenin

Goldontheside.Iexpectedadrivertocomeout

andopenthedoorforusasusual,buttomy

surpriseSbucameoutofthedriver'sside.

SurprisedIamreallysinceIhavenoideawhathe's



doinghere.

Sbu:"Qhawekazi(Heroine).Congratulationsand

welcometotheZwanefamily."Hegavemeatight

hug.

Phila:(Clearinghisthroat)"Hayi,manSbu.Kunini

ngikutshela(I'vetoldyoucountlesstimes)about

huggingmywoman.YouhaveSharontogiveyou

asmanyhugsasyouwant.SpeakingofShaz,uphi

(whereisshe)?"

Sbu:"She'satthehouseno(with)ma,preparing

lunch.Well,theChefsarepreparinglunchsoIdon't

knowuyenzaniyena(whatshe'sdoing)."

Ag,Igotannoyed.SomethingtellsmeI'mgoingto

seeSharonoftensincewe'llbasicallybesisters-in-

law.Istilldon'tknowwherewe'regoingandI'm

gettingreallyimpatient.Philatookourbagstothe



bootandleftsomeinthejetsincewe'reheaded

backtoPretoriatomorrow.Wegotintothecar,

PhilaandIattheback,whileSbuwastheone

driving.

Me:"Nkosenye,wherearewegoing?"

Phila:(Chuckling)"Hawunomore'Babywami'(My

baby)?I'mbackto'Nkosenye'now?"

Hegavemeafrown.

Me:"Comeon,now.Siyaphi(Wherearewegoing)?"

Phila:"We'regoingtomymother'shouse.It'stime

toofficiallymeetyournewMother-in-lawafterall

theseyears."



Ag,Philaandsurprises.Whydidn'thetellme

beforeweleftthehotel?AtleastI'mwearingamaxi

dresswithsandals.I'llgetalightjerseyandadoek

fromthebootbeforewegetintothehouse.Ican't

disrespecthismotherbywalkinginwithadress

thatexposesmybreastslikethis.

Me:"Whydidn'tyoutellme,though?Iwasgoingto

wearsomethingmoreappropriate."

Phila:(Chuckling)"Khululeka,Sthandwasami

(Relax,mylove).Youlookfine.Besides,mymom

isn'tthattraditional,youknow."

Me:"Still,Nkosenye,Ican'twalkinlookinglikethis.

Lookatmyboobs.I'lljustgetajerseyanddoek

fromthebootbeforewegoin."

Philaandsbulaughed.Thesetwocan'tbeserious,

man.Thisisn'thowuGogoraisedme.Wedrovefor



awhileandarrivedinLaLucia,Durban.Thehouses

hereareabsolutelyamazing.Thisfamilymust

reallyhaveathingforafluentsuburbs.

Sbuwaitedforthegatetoopenanditseemslike

someonefromtheinsidewatchesyoufromthe

camerasatthegatebeforetheyletyouin.The

gatesopenedandOh,mygoodness.Onceagain,

I'minawe.Thishouseisreallyhuge,amansionin

fact.Thereisareallybiggardenwithplentyof

flowersallover,withwaterfountainsbeforethe

entranceofthehouse.Itlooksjustlikethose

housesfromRealHousewivesshows.

Sbuparkedrightinfrontoftheentranceandgotout.

Hewenttothebootandtookoutourbags.NowI

wassonervous.IquicklyrememberedthatI

neededadoekandlightjerseyandstoppedSbu

beforehewentintothehousewithourbags.I

quicklyputthemonatthebackofthecar,Phila

keptlaughingatmeandIjustshothimadeath



stareandhekeptquiet.

Phila:"Comeon,Zee.Don'tbenervous.Let'sgo."

Heheldmyhandandwewalkedin.Thishouseis

majesticandverywellfitforaqueen.Ithas

stairwaysoneithersidegoingup.Everyroom

seemstoolargeforme.Whilewewerewalkingin

weweremetbytwotoddlerswholookalike.I

assumethesearePortiaandSbu'stwingirls.They

camrunningatPhilaandIandhehuggedthem

both,carryingthemandthrowingthemuponeafter

theother.Itfeelsreallygoodseeinghimwithkids.

He'llmostdefinitelymakeagoodfatheroneday.

Twin1:"UnclePhila,whatdidyoubringus?"

Twin2:"No,I'mmoreinterestedinknowingwho

thisladyis.Ubanikelo(Who'sthis)?"



Okay,thesecondoneseemsalotmoreforward

thanthefirstone.Theylooksoalike,Ihavenoidea

howtheytellthemapart.

Phila:"Yourparentsdon'tteachyouanything.Buhle,

Kuhle,whatdowesaywhenwehaveaguestinthe

house?"

Twin1:"Sawubona(Hello),mynameisNobuhle."

Twin2:"Hello,I'mNokuhle.What'syourname?"

Ismiled.Theyarereallyadorable.Theyhave

Sharon'sfaceandNokuhlemostdefinitelyhas

Sbu'scharisma.

Me:"Hello,mynameisZiyanda."



Nokuhle:"AuntyZiyanda,areyougoingtobeour

newaunty?PhelaumalumePhilauyaborekayoh

(UnclePhilagetsbored).Andbesides,it'sreally

tiringplayingwithNobuhleallthetime.It'slike

playingwithmyself,butamoreboringme,you

know.Yooh!Umuhle(You'resobeautiful).Inwele

zakhozemampela(Isyourhairreal)?."

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.Kidshey.

Phila:"That'senoughnow.Goplay,youcancome

speaktoauntyZeelater.

Nokuhle:"Okay.SeeyoulaterauntyZee."

Ismiledastheyleft.Kidsaretoogorgeous.Phila

tookmyhandinhis.

Phila:"Come,let'sgoseeuMa."



Iwasgettingnervousalloveragain.Wewalked

intothekitchenandIsawPhila'smotherseatedon

oneofthehighchairs.Thiswomanhasalways

beenbeautiful.Faircomplexion,whichmakesme

thinkPhilaandSbugottheirdarkercomplexion

fromtheirdad.She'snotthatbig,alittlesmaller

thanme,buthascurvesfordaysandabeautiful,

bigafro.ShesmiledasIapproached.JustasIwas

abouttogreet,Sharonattackedmewithahug.I'm

notevensurehowIfeelabouthersinceshebullied

mealmostthroughoutmywholehighschoollife.It

becameworsewhenPhilaleft.

Sharon:"HeyZee!Welcometothefamily,sis!Wow!

Youhaven'tchangedonebit.Where'sthemake-up,

babe?Andwhat'swiththedoek?Imeanit's30

degreesoutside.You'reevenstillthesamesize,girl.

Imusthookyouupwithmystylist,girl.Yoicannot

bemarriedtoaBillionaireandstilldresslikethat.

It'ssogoodtoseeyou."



Igotsoannoyed,butItriednottoshowit,more

especiallyinfrontofPhila'smom.

Phila:"Yey,wena,Sharon.Stopharassingmywife,

she'snotyourfriendwena.Especiallyafteryou

madeherlifehellinhighschool."

Sharonseemedprettyunbotheredandunapologetic.

StillthesameoldSharon,justabitmoreannoying.

Sharon:(Giggling)"Oh,that.Comeon,Zee!Areyou

stillupsetaboutthat?Wewerejustkidsbeingkids,

right?Andbesides,ithappenedanxientyearsago

andyou'restillalive,right."

Whekeptblinkingandsmilingandthrowinginher

annoyinggiggle.Sharonhasalwayshadathin

voice.Peoplewiththinvoicestendtogetannoying

asfuckwhentheyjustcan'tstoptalking.Ithought



havingkidshumbledher,butwell,Iwaswrong.I

stilldon'tknowwhatSbuisdoingwithherthough.I

justhavetoaskoneofthesedays.

Sbu:(Holdingabottleofbeerinhishand)"Hayi,

man,Shaz.GetawayfromZee.You're

overwhelmingher.Uzongibangelaisicefe,yazi

(You'llendupirritatingme)."

Sharon:"Sorry,baby."

Philagaveherasternlookandshemovedaway

fromme.

Phila:"Sawubonama(Hello,ma).Ngikulethele

umakotiwakho(I'vebroughtyouyourdaughter-in-

law)."

Shehuggedhim.



Phila'smom:"Yebo,mfanawami(Hello,myboy).

Sukalanangimbonekahle(MoveoversoIcan

greetherproperly)."

Philamovedoutoftheway,whilehismomstoodup

andopenedupherarmsforme.

Phila'smom:"Ziyanda,mntwanami(mychild).

Wozalankgikubukekahle(ComeheresoIcansee

youproperly)."

Shegavemethewarmesthugever.Itmademe

feelsoemotionalbecauseI'veneverreceivedahug

frommyownmother.

Me:"Sawubona,ma(Hello,ma)."

Phila'smom:"Unjani,kodwa(Howareyou,though)?



Awusemuhle(You'resobeautiful).Youmusttell

Sharonwhattoeat,she'sallskinandbones."

ShelightoutalaughandIjustsmiled.Ilookedover

andSharonwasrollinghereyes.

Phila'smom:"It'ssogoodtoseeyouagain.

Congratulationsontheengagement.Ihopemyboy

hasbeenmakingupforallthetimelost,ifyouknow

whatImean."(ShewinkedatmeandIjustblushed)

"Ungastressi,yezwa(Don'tstress,okay)?Allthe

Zwanemenhaveaverygoodstamina."

Yoh!Iwantedtodigaholeanddierightthere.My

cheeksfeltsohot,Ididn'tknowwhattodo.

Phila:"Hayibo,ma.You'reembarrassinguZeemanje

(now)."



Phila'smom:"Okay.I'llstop.Weh,Sharon.Get

Ziyandasomethingtodrink,Ineedtohaveaquick

wordwithPhilarealquickly."

PhilaandhismomleftforthediningareawhileI

wasleftwithSbuandSharon.

Sharon:"So,Zee.What'slifelikeasanarchitect?I

can'timaginemyselfslavingoffdoinga9-5dayjob.

Iwoulddie,hey."

Irolledmyeyesinternally.Thisbitchisreally

condeacending.AsIwasabouttotellherwhereto

getoff,Sbusavedme.

Sbu:"Shaz,pleasegocheckonthekidsandunpack

theirclothesintheirroom."

Sharon:"ButI'mstillcatchingupwithZee,baby."



Sbu:"Iwon'taskyouagain."

Hegaveheradeathstare.Shegotupandleft.

Ojay,whatwasthatallabout?

Sbu:"I'msosorryaboutthat,Zee.Sharoncanbe

annoyingattimes."

Hesaidashegavemeaglassofwine.Hecalled

herannoying.Ithoughthewasheadoverheelsin

lovewithher,though.

Ziyanda:"HowdidyouandSharonenduptogetherif

Imayask?"

Sbu:"Eish,Zee.IswearIdidn'tplanit.Icheatedon

Keleandshefoundoutandleftme.SoIhadno

choicebuttostickwithSharon."



Wait,what?SbuandKele?Ithoughtitwasa

rumour.Peoplecanreallykeepsecrets,hey.

ChapterThirtyFive

Ziyanda

Honestly,somuchhashappenedthisweek.Seems

likeeveryseconddayasecretcomesout.My

grandmotheralwayssayssmallliesproducethe

biggestsecrets.

Ziyanda:"Comeagain,Sbu?BecauseIdon'tthinkI

heardyoucorrectly."

Helookeddown.I'veneverseenSbusoashamed,

atleastnotsincehighschool.



Sbu:(Deepsigh)"Eish,Zee.Lendabainzimakimi

(Thisissueissoheavyforme).IdatedKelebackin

Matric.Youguysdon'tknowbecauseshesaidshe

wouldtellyouguysonceshewassureaboutme.I

lovedher,Zee.Istillloveher.ImeanItookher

virginityonthenightofthematricdance.She

mademefeelsomethingnootherwomaneverhas.

Thingswentwellthatwecontinuedtodatethe

followingyearinVarsity.

Weweredoingthesamecoursesoitwasreally

easytoseeeachotherandspendtimetogether.

Onenight,whileKelewenthomefortheweekend,I

metSharoninaclub.Iwasjusthavingagoodtime

withmyfriendsandsheandherfriendsaskedto

joinus.Iwasn'tevenattractedtoherinanyway,

Zeeandshehadbeenmakingpassesatmesince

Grade8.So,wewerehavingagoodtimeand

drinkswereflowing.

IwassodrunkIdon'tevenknowhowthefuckwe



gottomyflatandhowweendedupsleeping

together.Ialwaysrememberfuckingagirl,Zee,no

matterhowdrunkIget,butthisnighttilltodayI

rememberfokol(fuckall).Kelecametomyflatto

surprisemethatmorning.Iwassooutofitthe

doorwasn'tevenlocked.Shewalkedinandfound

SharonandInakedinbedtogether.

Thelookonherface,Zee.ShewassobrokenthatI

stillrememberhowshelookedatmethatday.I

triedtofixthings,butshewouldn'tbudge.Instead,

shegotmarriedtothatidiotofhers.Itriedbreaking

thingsoffwithSharon,butshetoldmeshewas

pregnanttwomonthslater.SoIhadtodorightby

herandmarryher."

Zee:"Wait.You'vebeenmarriedsixyearsnow,but

thetwinsareonlythree."

Sbu:"Shehadamiscarriagefewmonthsafterwe

gotmarried.Westruggledfallingpregnantafter



that.WehadthetwinsviaIVF.Ijustneededtofill

thatvoidsobadlyandmygirlsmeaneverythingto

me.Sharonontheotherhandismywife,butthings

aren'tasgoodastheywerewhenIwaswithKele.I

loveSharon,butI'mnotinlovewithher."

Me:"Wow,Sbu.That'samouthful.You'retellingme

thatyou'veneverseenKeleeversinceyougot

married?"

Sbu:(Deepsigh)"Wehookeduponenightafter

havinglunchtogether,afewmonthsafterIgot

married.Weslepttogetherafewtimes.Iwas

preparedroleaveSharonuntilKeletoldmetostay

awayfromher.Ihaven'tbeenokaysince.Itryby

allmeanstobeagreathusband,buteverytimeI

havesexwithSharon,Ijustimaginehavingsexwith

Kele.Ican'thelpit.IevensleepatPhila'shouseat

timesjusttoavoidseeingSharon.IknowwhatI'm

doingjustisn'trighttowardsher,butIcan'thelp

howIfeel."



Wow.Sbuhasbeengoingthroughashitload.This

wholethingwithSharondoesn'tmakesense.I

wouldn'tbesurprisedifshefakeditalljustforhim

tomarryher.Keleontheotherhandisone

secretivebitch.

Phila

Maaskedmetogowithhertothediningarea.I

assumeshewantsustofinalizelobolatalks

becauseIwanttopayLobolabytheendofthis

week.There'snousewaiting.IalreadygotZee

divorcedtoLungaeventhoughshedoesn'tknow

yet.IhaveconnectionsandIdon'tneedhiminour

livesanymore.Hecankeepeverythingsincethe

lousyassholedidn'tevenbotheraddingZee'sname

toanythingheowns.Fuckingcoward.

Phila'sMom:"Mfanawami(Myboy).Youneedto



gofindyourUncle.He'stheonewhoneedstodo

thenegotiationsforyou."

Phila:"Hawu,ma.I'vealreadyspokentoUncleMzi,

angithi.Hesaidit'sfine,he'lldoit."

Phila'sMom:(Shakingherhead)"YouknowwhoI'm

talkingabout.ImeantyourFather'sbrother."

Isuddenlygotsoworkedupandangry.

Phila:"Noma!Youknowwhattheydidtous!Ican

neverforgivethemforwhattheydidtous!They

killedourfatherandleftustofendforourselves

andnowthatwearesuccessfultheywanttocome

backintoourlives!Cha(no)ma.Angekengiivume

keleyo(Iwon'tallowthat)."

Phila'sMom:"Nkosenye,Iknowyou'reveryangry



andIunderstandyourpain.Youhavetolethimdo

this.ZiyandahastobeintroducedtoyourFather's

familyandtheyhavetodoaceremonyforher.You

knowthatverywell,Nkosenye.Ifyoudon'tallowit

tohappen,allhellwillbreakloose.You'lllosezee

andyourchildrenwon'tmakeit."

Iwassuhurtandfrustrated.EverytimeIfind

happinessandpeacesomethingcomesupand

triestodestroyit.Iletoutatearfrommyeye.This

istoomuchforme.Ican'tforgivemyuncle-ever.

Phila'sMom:"Mfanawami,youknowthatyou're

royal.Youknowyouhavetodothis.It'sjusta

ceremonyandhehastobepartofyour

negotiations."

Phila:"Buthewasn'tapartofSbu'snegotiations,ma.

Andheturnedoutfine."



Phila'smom:(Chuckling)"Ifyouthinkhe'sfinethen

youaren'tassmartasIthoughtyouwere.Their

marriageisn'tright,Nkosenyeandweallknowit.

Sbudoesn'tloveher,andbesidesyoursisaspecial

casebecauseZeeisroyaltoo."

Myeyesgrewwiderduetoshock.

Phila'smom:"Gogowillexplaineverythingtoyou

whenyougobackhome.Butpleaselistentome,

Nkosenye.Pleasedothis,foralloursake.Your

fatherhasbeentroublingmeinmydreams.Ifyou

don'tforgiveyouruncle,yourangerwillgrowand

you'llturnagainstthewomanyoulove.Thinkreally

hardaboutthis,Mfanawami(Myboy)."

PerhapsuMaisright.Growingupwithoutafather

andhavingtohustleinthestreetswastoopainful

forme.Idon'tknowifI'llbeabletoforgivehimfor

that,butIhavetodowhatIhavetodoforZeeandI

tobetogetheratlast.



Phila:(Swallowinghard)"Alright,ma.I'lldoit.I'llgo

lookforthemsometimenextweek."

Mymomwassohappyshesmiledbroadlyand

gavemeahug.

Phila'smom:"Ngiyabonga(Thankyou),Nkosenye.

I'mgladtoseeZeeisgettingridofyour

stubbornness."

Webothlaughed.I'lltrymybesttosuckitupwith

thatfamilyofmine,butaftermynegotiations,I

swearI'mdonewiththem.

Afteralongandemotionaltalkwithmymotherwe

wentbacktothekitchentojointherestofthem.I

foundZeemakingsomepapwhileSbuwashaving

abeerchattingtomywife.Ai,Sbuisgettingtoo

comfortablearoundmywifemanje(now).



Phila'sMom:"Hawu,makoti.Youreallydon'thave

tocook.Thechefshavealreadypreparedfoodfor

us."

Ziyanda:"Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)ma.Philasaid

he'ssotiredofposhfoodandIfiguredIwould

makepapsincetheChefsdidn'tmakeany.Ihope

youdon'tmind."

Ismiledwhilelookingather.Thiswomanisso

beautifulandthoughtfulanddoesn'tletmoney

changeheratall.Sheremainsahumblesoul.

Phila'smom:"Notatall,mychild.Ihaven'thadpap

inalongtimeandSharoncan'tevenliftaspoonor

fryanegg.(Whisperingtome)Youchosewell,

mfanawami(myboy).Yourfatherissurelyproud

ofyou."



Ifelttearsinmyeyesasshesaidthat.Iwas

robbedofanormalchildhoodwhenmyFather's

brotherkilledhimbecausehewasnextinlinetothe

throne.Athroneheneverevenwanted.I'llbe

damnedifIletmychildrengrowupwithoutmeas

theirfather.

ChapterThirtySix

Ziyanda

ItwasdinnertimeatMrs.Zwane'shouse.This

houseissobeautifulandinvitingthatyoufeelat

homeimmediatelywhenyouwalkin.Iofferedto

setthetableandpracticallybeggedSharontohelp.

IreallywishIhadn'tbecauseshekeptcomplaining

abouthernails.Thisgirlissolazy,Ikindof

understandwhySbuhatesspendingtimewithher.

Sheneverdoesanything-ever.

IevenheardfromPhila'smomthatshehiredtwo



nanniesforherkids-beforetheywereevenborn!

Talkaboutwastingmoney.Theconversation

betweenherandIwasn'tflowingeithersoIjust

decidedtokeepquietwhileshetoldmeallabout

thesecountriesshevisitsjusttogoshopping.She

evenhasalittlecliquewiththewivesSbu's

colleaguesandsuggestedthatwedolunchand

shoppingsometime.WaittilPorschehearsabout

this.

IcarriedthefoodtothediningtablewithSharon's

reluctance.Foodwasservedandwestartedeating.

Phila'smomkeptaskingmeaboutmylife,myjob

andtoldmehowSharonrefusestoworkand

insteadkeepschowingherson'smoney.

Sharondidn'tseemtocaremuchassherolledher

eyeswhileeatinghersaladandkeptdrinkinglike

wineisgoingoutofstock.Sbudidn'teventryto

defendhiswife,insteadhelaughedatevery

statementhismommadeaboutSharon.Thetwins



ontheotherhandwereenjoyingthefoodandkept

askingwhatpapis.

IhavenoideawhatSharonisfeedingthesekids.

Nokuhlekeptaskingmequestionafterquestion

whichIdidn'tminduntilPhila'smomtoldthemto

goplayintheirplayroom.

WehaddessertandIofferedtodothedishes.

Philawasreallyimpressedwithmyeffortsandso

washismom.Phila'smominsistedtotalktome

andsaidSharonshouldcleanupandputthedishes

inthedishwasher.

Shewassoannoyedbuttriedtofakeasmile.This

womanandherresistanceforhardlabour.Phila's

momaskedthatwetakeawalkoutsidesoshe

couldtalktome.ItriedtofindoutfromPhilawhat

thisisallabout,buthejustshotmeathumbsup.



Wewentouttothegardenandit'ssoniceand

peaceful.Ithassomanylightsthatyouevenforget

thatit'snighttime.

Phila'smom:"Ziyanda,I'msogladthatyoumade

yourwaybacktomyson'sarms.Hetoldmeall

aboutwhatyou'vebeenthroughwiththatcruelman

andthatevilZodwa.I'mreallysorry,mybaby,

kodwa(but)theworstisovernow.Yourkinghas

savedyou,Ziyanda."

Ifeltsoemotional.HowIwishmyownmotherand

Icouldhaveatalklikethis.

Phila'smom:"IknowthatNomsahasn'tbeenthe

verybesttoyou,butpleasedon'tletangerandhurt

consumeyou.Giveyourselftimetoforgiveher.I

wantyoutoknowthatI'mherewheneveryouneed

totalk.



IneedyoutoknowthatPhilacanbepossessiveat

timesandhegetsreallyangryattimesthathe

shutseveryoneout.Ineedyoutobestrong,

Ziyanda,mntwanawami(mychild).Philahashis

demons,butsometimeshemayhurtyou

unintentionally,butonethingforsureishe'llnever

layafingeronyou."

Thisisgettingreallyscary.Whatdoesshemeanby

hehashisdemonsandheshutseveryoneout?

Me:"Yebo,ma.Ihearyou.IlovePhilawithallofme

andIaccepthisflawsjustasmuchasheaccepts

mine."

Phila'smom:"That'swhatIliketohear.Youmust

comevisitmeagainsoon.Sharonuyavilapha(is

lazy)shame.Ifearthosekidsmighttakeafterher."

Webothlaughedoutloudandwalkedbackintothe



house.Itfeelssogoodtobeacceptedwithallmy

flawsforonceinmylife.Ican'twaittoseewhat

thenextchapterinmylifeholds.

Weallwenttobedafterchattingupastormfor

hours.ItfeltreallyweirddrinkingwinewithPhila's

mombutsheremindsmesomuchofGogo.We

headedtobedandIreallyexpectedtosleepina

separateroomfromPhilabuthewashavingnone

ofit.

Thankgoodnesshismom'sroomisatthefarend

ofthecorridor,whileourroomwasrightnextto

SharonandSbu's.Ifthismanreallythinkswe're

goingtoshaginhismother'shousehehasanother

thingcoming.

Hestartedtouchingmeasexpected.

Me:"Hayi,Phila.Notinyourmother'shouse."



Phila:"Ah,watimanaman(you'restingy),Zee."

Ilaughedoutloud.

Me:"Sincewhendoyouspeaktswana?"

Phila:"SinceI'vebeenspendingsomuchtimewith

Porsche.Shewarnedmethatyou'ddothis."

Ai,PhilaandPorscheandPhilaandGogo.Those

relationshipsarejustawkwardnje.Theytalkabout

everything.

Me:"Istillwon'tsleepwithyou."

Phila:"Alrightthen.Butyouknowmybedroom

policy,noclothesinthebed."



Oh,Philathough.Itookoffmypajamas,switched

offthelightandgotinbed.Heleftthetvonand

switchedonhissidelamp.

Me:"Phila,aren'twesleepingkanti?"

Phila:"I'vewaitedsevenyearstohaveyou,baby

wami(mybaby).I'mnotlettingthismomentpass

meby.Hekissedmesopassionatelyandwent

straightdowntomypussy.Thismanknowshowto

activateallmygirlyparts.Heatemeoutrealgood

andjustlikethatIgavein.Itriedmybesttobeas

quietaspossibleandwemadeloveallnightlong.

ThemorningcameandPhilawokemeupat6am.I

figuredwe'regoingbacktoworksinceit'sMonday.

We'vebeenslackingalotthesepastfewdaysandI

can'twaittobebackattheoffice.Ireallywouldn't

copedoingnothingalldaylonglikeSharon.



Wegotupandtookashowertogether,yesit's

becomeanormtogetcleaneduptogethernow.We

foundSbuandSharonreadywhenwegot

downstairs.Phila'smomwaswaitingforus

probablytoprayforusandtellustodrivesafely.

Thetwinsweren'tevenawakeandSharondidn't

lookbotheredthatshewasleavingherkidsbehind

andwouldonlyseethemduringholidays.

Phila'smomprayedforusandwewereoff.Wehad

adrivertakeustotheairportsincewe'reallgoing

backtoPretoria.Ireallywasn'tlookingforwardto

conversingwithSharoninthejetsoIoptedtosit

rightnexttoPhila.

Me:"Babywami(mybaby),younevertoldmeabout

theZwaneSchuttleServices."

Phila:(sippingonhiswhiskey)"Oh,weowna



SchuttlecompanyandhavebranchesinJo'burg,

CapeTownandDurban.MomrunstheoneinCape

Townfromhometokeepbusy."

Me:"Howdoyoumanagesuchabusylife?"

Phila:(chuckling)"Wehirepeople,love.Theyrun

mostofourcompaniesforus.Wekeeptabson

them,though."

IlookedatSbuandSharonandtheyweren'teven

holdinghandsorspeakingtoeachother.Cometo

thinkofitIneversawthemholdhandsorevenkiss

yesterday.MaybeSbuisn'tmuchofafanofPDA.I

washopingI'dhardlygettoseeSharon,butPhila

droppedabombonme.SbuandSharonbought

landatPhila'sestate,sothey'rebuldingtheirhouse

aswespeak.Yep,we'regoingtobeneighbours.I

can'tsayI'mthrilledtohearabouthowIneedto

dressbetterandhowIneedtofixmynails.



Anywau,wefinallygottotheairportandastiredas

Iam,Ican'taffordtogohomeandsleepnow.

ApparentlyPhila'smergingourcompanysowe

needtoprepareforthelaunchthat'shappeningthis

Saturdayevening.That'sfourdaysaway.When

youhavebillionsinyouraccountI'mprettysure

thatanythingcanhappen.

SbuandSharonmadeseparatewayswhilePhila

andIwenttowork.WegreetedNtatePhirias

alwaysbeforedrivingin.Wemadeourwaytothe

liftanditwasawefullyquiet,ImeanevenPorsche

wasn'tatherdesk.IlookedatPhilaandhejust

shruggedhisshoulders.Wemadeourwaytothe

boardroomandassoonasIopenedthedoora

wholecrowdshouted"Surprise!"

Porsche:"Whoochomibathong!Imissedyouso

muchMrs.Pipi."



ShegavemeahugandgavePhilaahug.Okay,

theyhostedawholesurprisecongratulatoryparty

forourengagement.I'mprettysurethiswasall

Porsche'sidea.Iscannedtheroomandeveryone

washappy-exceptNoziandThato.Theycouldn't

evenfakeitbutIdidn'tgiveafuck.I'mallowedto

behappywithoutfeelingguiltyaboutit.

Me:"Phila!Youknewaboutthisandyoudidn'ttell

me?"

Phila:"Hawu,Sthandwasami(mylove).Ihad

absolutelynoidea,Iswear."

Hesmiledandkissedmycheek.Thestaffcameto

giveusbothhugs.Porschepulledmetoheras

Philawenttominglewiththeothercolleagues.

Porsche:"Chomihle,wehavesomuchtocatchup

on.Letmeseethatring."



Shepulledmyhandtolookatmynewringandwas

intotalawe.OnethingIloveaboutPorscheisshe

can'tpretend.Shehaethatgenuinepersonalityand

warmthradiatesfromherfacewhenevershe's

genuinelyhappyorexcited.

Porsche:"Ao(Oh),man!BossPkeleparatoe(Boss

Pistheman)!Please,pleasetellmeomofilekuku

toe(youhavehimsomepussy)!"

IlaughedsohardIgenuinelyforgotthatwewere

aroundpeople.

Me;"Porscheman.We'lltalkaboutitlatertoday.I

havelotstotellyou.Cometomyhouselateron."

Porsche:"Youain'tgottaaskmetwice."



Me:"Bjanong(andnow)?Whydoesitseemlikeyou

madewaytoomuchfood?"

Porsche:"Oh,akerethestafffromtheconstruction

sidearecomingtoday.SoIwantthemtoknow

goreBossLadyotemgbaskalekanonsense(that

thereisaBossLadyandtheyshouldn'ttryany

nonsense).Youmustmarkyourterritory,girl."

Oh,PortiaWilliams.AsIwaslaugingather,afew

peoplewalkedin.Somefewmalesandsomefew

females,butonethatcaughtmyeyewasthis

particularone.Shehadareallylongweavethat

wentallthewaydowntoherbums,shewasreally

tallandlookedlikearealmodel.Shewasdark,but

hadflawlessskinandhadreallylongheelson.

Luckilyshehasajeanandvestonotherwisemen

andwomenwouldhavebeendroolingalloverherif

theysawherlegs.Everyoneliterallystopped

talkingthemomentshewalkedin.Iswallowed



hardfeelingabitinadequate.Icouldn'thelpbut

feelthatsheandPhilakneweachotherbytheway

helookedather.Thewayshesmiledathimasshe

flippedherweavemademefeelverysmall.Thank

goodnessPorschedidn'tnoticeathing.Outofall

thepeoplewhocamein,probablyabout20to30

peopleorso,Ionlynoticedher.Ilookedoverat

Philaandhehadshockandsurprisewrittenallover

hisfaceasheliterallyfrozewhenshewalked

towardshim.Whoisthisnewwoman?AmI

alreadybeinginsecure?

ChapterThirtySeven

Ziyanda

Ikeptstarringatthistallchick.IfyouknowMaria

Borges,thenyou'llknowhowbeautifulthisgirlis,

althoughIcouldliterallywipeoffallthatmakeup

fromherface.Sheseemstoweartoomuchmake

up.Ijustcringedasshehuggedmyman.Jealousy

isarealbitch.IliterallyzonedoutfromPorsche



andshefinallynoticed.

Porsche:"Hello!EarthtoPortia!"

Me:"Sorry,man,Porsche.Neoreng(Whatwereyou

saying)?"

Porsche:(Clappinghands)"Bathong(Goodness),

Zee!Twominutesfelayamanyobisetseonale

monaso(Barelytwominutessinceyou'vehadsex

andalreadyyou'resojealous)?Kaetshabapipiya

Philashem(Phila'sdickmustbedoingthethings)"

Me:"Mxm,Porsche,man.Tlogelanonsense(Stop

withyournonsense)."

Philaclickedhischampagneglasswithaspoonto

signalthatit'stimeforatoast.Callmecrazy,call

meinsecure,butIkeptlookingatMs.Modelover



there.Ican'tshakethefeelingthatthere'smoreto

herthanmeetstheeye.Philajustlookedalittlebit

nervousformyliking.Helaughsalittleinbetween

wordswhenhe'snervousandbelieveme,Hehardly

getsnervous.

Phila:"Attentioneveryone.Thankyousomuchfor

joiningustoday.MyfianceeandIareverypleased

toseesuchawarmstaffbehindus.Firstly,I'dlike

tothankMrs.PortiaWilliamsfororganizingthis

partyandforholdingthefortwhilemybeautiful

fianceeandIwereaway.(Porschegaveabowafter

PhilasaidthatandtheyalllaughedexceptNoziand

Thato)Itbringsmegreatjoytobeapartofyou.I

don'tcallyoucolleagues,we'reallfamily.Itrust

thatyou'llacquaintyourselveswiththenewteam

fromtheConstructionsideofthings.Therestof

theteamwilljoinustomorrowandasyouallknow,

Saturdayeveningwillbeourofficiallaunchparty,

sopleasesticktothethemeandbedressedtothe

occasion.Oh,andpleasebringyourdateswith!"



Everyonelaughedonceagain-exceptThatoand

Nozi.Thosetwoandtheirlittlebitchfest.They'll

surelydieyoungfromallthebitternesstheyhave

brewinginsidetheirfilthyhearts.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove),pleasecome

closer."

Heheldouthislefthandandsignaledformeto

comecloserwhilePorschepushedmegently

towardshisdirection.Sheprobablynoticedhow

awkwardIfelt.Iwasn'tevendressedforthe

occasion.Iwasinafloralmaxidressandredheels,

butIstillwouldn'tbetallenoughtoreachLittleMrs.

Poleoverhere.IwalkedclosertoPhilaandIwas

standingnexttothetallgirlnow.Shedidn'teven

moveaninchtogivemesomespace.

Phila:(Holdingmywaist)"ThisshowsthatIhave

indeedchosetherightfamily.Thankyouforbeing

apartofourcelebrationandforchoosingtocome



andcelebrateourlove.Thiswomanoverhere,the

loveofmylife,myheart'skeeper,uQhawekaziwami

(Myheroine),willalwaysbemysmilekeeper.

(Peoplewereaww-ingashesaidthat).Ihopetosee

yousoonatourweddingwhichisamonthfrom

nowon.Cheers"

Pilathough.Icouldn'thelpbutsmile.Healways

saystherightwords,Ireallywonderwhathe'llsay

ashisvowsonourweddingday.Speakingof

weddingday,didhejustsayamonthfromnow?I'll

askhimaboutthatabitlater.Iwantedtowiggle

myselffromhishand,butheheldmywaistfirmly

andmademeturntolookatLittleMrs.Pole.Gosh,

Ifeelsoweird.She'sevenabittallerthanPhila.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove),I'dlikeyoutomeet

NatashaMothupi.She'llbethenewCFOofthe

company."

Okay...CFO?ThattellsmeshehasbrainsIguess.



Mothupi?IexpectedsomeAmericanorNigerian

surname.Shereallydoesn'tlookfromaroundhere

withthatflawlessskin.

Natasha:(Smiling)"It'sapleasuretomeetyou,

Ziyanda.I'veheardsomuchaboutyouandmy

goodness,everythingwasspoton.MyGod,you're

beautifulandhowonearthdoyoumanagethose

curves?!Icouldneverhey!"

Shegavealoud,annoyinglaughwhilePhilajust

smiledlookingatme.Thefuckiswrongwiththis

tadpole?Didshejustcallmefatindirectly?!And

what'swiththefakeAmericanaccent?

Me:"Samehere,hey.Idon'tknowhowImanagemy

curves.Imean,Icouldnevermanageyourheight

aswell."

Igaveafakesmileandshelaughedevenharder



hittingPhilaplayfullyonhischest.Hehe,this

womanistestingme.DidGodbringherintomylife

totestmypreserverance?

Phila:"I'mgladyoutwohavefinallymet.Anyway,

Sthandwasami(Mylove),letmegettowork.There

areafewlogisticsIneedtosortoutwithNatasha

beforewestartworkingkusasa(tomorrow).I'llsee

youlater."

HekissedmesopassionatelyandIkissedhim

back.Ididn'tevengetflushedfromembarrassment

thistime.IpulledoutandNatashawasjustgiving

mehercreepysmile.Theylefttheboardroomand

wenttotheiroffice.Apartofmereallywantedto

beaflyonthatwall,butIfiguredhe'dtellmeall

aboutitifhereallywantedto.

Porsche:"Alright,people.Backtowork!"



PeoplelefttheboardroomonebyoneasNoziand

ThatogavePorscheandIweirdlooksandstarted

makingcommentsasusual.

Nozi:"Mxm,loucabangaukuthi(thinksshe)owns

thecompanyjustbecauseMr.Zwaneoutherin

charge.Thehippothinksjumpsfromone

millionairetothenext.MustbesomeMarabastand

Muthi."

AsNoziandThatowereabouttoleavePorscheput

herarmagainstthedoor,blockingthefromleaving.

Porsche:"Sho,Magosha(prostitute).OrengMona

na(Jealous,aren'twe)?Anyway,letmecorrectyou

rightthere:1.Idon'townthiscompany,butIown

manyhotelsininthiscountryallthankstomy

lovinghusband.2.Yes,Iwasinchargeandyou

hadbettergetusedtothatbeforeIwipethefloor

withyourcrookedteeth.3.Shedidn'tjumpfrom

oneMillionairetothenext,sheisabouttomarrya



BILLIONAIRE,butgakemakale(I'mnotsurprised).

Mathsandreadingdon'tseemlikeyourthing.And

lastly,ifyoudaremakeanymorefunnycomments

towardsZee,I'llmakesureShaundumpsyour

deformedass!"

Nozisuddenlystruggledtospeak.

Nozi:"I...Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout."

Porsche:"Mxm.Gakenanakoyamasepanna(I

don'thavetimeforshit).AndwenaThato,yousee

thisring(pointingatmyring)thiswillbethe

closestthingyou'lleverseetoaringsinceotloba

lefetwafela(sinceyou'llendupbeingaspinster).

Ifyoukeepbeingthisbitch'ssidekickyou'llnever

findlovekaobotsa(I'mtellingyou).Haveanice

daynowgirls."

Sheflashedasmileastheyleft.



Me:"Kannete(Really),Porsche?"

Porsche:"Thesooneryoulearntospeakyourmind

andactlikeawife,thebetter.Bathobatlatlogela

goonyatsangwaneso(Peoplewillstop

underminingyou,sister).Nowlet'sgetbackto

work.It'salmostknockofftime.I'llseeyoulater."

Iwenttomyofficeasshewentbacktoherdesk.I

can'thelpbutnoticethatPhila'sofficedoorisstill

closed.HeandTadpolehavebeeninthereforquite

sometime.Idecidetoburymyselfinthoughtsof

thispastfewweekend.Atleastsomethinggood

cameoutofit.

Phila

WhenIsawNatashawalkingintotheboardroomI

wasdumbstruck.Whatthefuckisshedoingback



inSouthAfrica??Worstparthowthehelldidshe

getapositionatmycompany?!NatashaandIused

tobefuckbuddiesbackinItaly.Istoppedsleeping

withheroverayeargo.I'mamanwithneeds,

theresnowayIwouldhavebeenabletosurvive

sevenyearswithoutsexthough.Ididn'tandstill

don'tloveher,though.Shewasjustastress

relieverandsomehowinhersmallmind,she

thoughtthatwewouldenduptogetheroneday.

IhadtogetherinmyofficesoIcouldaskherwhat

thefuckshe'supto.

Phila:(Closingthedoor)"Whatthefuck,Natasha?!

Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Natasha:"P,man.Ithoughtyouwouldbehappyto

seeme."

Shecametowardsmeandtriedtotouchmysuit,



butIyankedherarmsawayfromme.

Phila:"Gettothefuckingpointandtellmewhatthe

fuckyou'redoinghere?"

Iwasfuming.Thisbitchisgettingonmynerves.

Natasha:"Geez,you'resoboringwhenyoureserious.

Sbuemployedme.Hewasrunningoutoftimeand

hadnosuitablecandidate,sohehiredme."

Fuck!Sbuuyenzaamasimbamanje(Sbuisdoing

shitnow).Whythefuckwouldhehiremyexfuck

buddywhenI'mabouttomarrytheloveofmylife?!

Idecidetocallhim.

Phila:"Wena,stayrightthereandkeepyourfilthy

handstoyourself."



Sbu:"Shosho,Fozas(SuresureBrother).

Kuhambani(What'scooking)?"

Phila:"YeywenaSbu.Yinilamasimba(What'swith

thisshit)?WhyisNatashahereasmynewCFO?"

Sbu:"Ah,loyo(thatone).Hadebafo(Sorry,brother),

shewasmyonlyoption.It'shardfindingsomeone

wecantrustandyouknowwedon'tjustletanyone

intoourcircle."

Phila:"That'snotgoodenough.Findmea

replacementASAP.Idon'twantawhoreworking

withmyfinances.Ifyoucan'tfindanyone,thenyou

dothejob!"

Sbu:"Eish,maranawePhila.It'snotlikeyoustill

havethehotsforher,bafo(brother).Imeanama

kilosseahambilelapho(she'soverused).She's

sleptwithallofourguys,man."



Phila:"Idon'tcare.Idon'twantherhere.Idon't

trusther."

Sbu:(Chuckling)"Alright.Givemeafewweeks.I'll

findyousomeonequalified."

Phila:"Sharp."

Ihungup.

Natasha:"IseeIstillhaveaneffectonyou."

Phila:"Mxm.Don'tflatteryourself,Natasha.Idon't

fuckwhores."

Natasha:"Butyouusedtolikefuckingme,right?We

couldjustpickupwhereweleftoff.Imean,I'm



sureyourfatgirlfrienddoesn'tmakeyoufeelwhatI

canmakeyoufeel."

Islappedhersohardshenearlystumbledonmy

desk.

Phila:"Let'sgetonethingstraight,Natasha.You

andIwerenevertogether.Itwasjustsexand

nothingmore.You'llrespectmywife,youhave

nothingonher.She'smoreofawomanyou'llever

beandifIhearyouinsultingheragainI'llfucking

chopyourtallassandsendyourbodypartsbackto

yourhometown.Youhaveafewweekshere.Don't

fuckup.Uyangizwa(Doyouunderstand)?!"

Natasha:(Holdinghercheek)"Yes."

Phila:"Nowgetthefuckoutofmyoffice."



Sheranoutasquickasshecould.Isatonmydesk

andpouredmyselfsomewhiskey.Ineedtocome

cleantoZeebeforeallthisblowsupinmyface.I

don'ttrustthatbitch.

Gog'Khanyi

NowthatIsortedoutthedoctor,it'stimeforthe

nextphase.I'mgoingtostripZodwaofeverything

shehasandleaveherwithnothing.Shewillsuffer

firstbeforeshedies.IdecidetocallTony,heworks

formenow.

Tony:"Shosho,magriza(Sure,sure,grandma)."

Gog'Khanyi:"Yazininaabafanabamcaneanilaleli

(Youknow,yousmallboysdon'tlisten).Whotold

youtocallmeMagriza(granny)?"



Tony:"Hade,magriza(Sorry,granny).Nnaba

nthutilegorekehlompebagolokogae(Iwas

taughttorespectmyeldersathome).Especiallyba

gotshwanalewena(Especiallyelderslikeyou).

Phelaokansatanousoandgakenalemfana

nyana(IknowyoucankillmeanymomentandI

don'tevenhaveason)."

Ichuckled.Tonyisaveryfunnyboy.He'sasweet

boywithverygoodITskills.Pityhefoundhimself

workingforadicklikeLanga.

Gog'Khanyi:"Shapareringebesigheid(Let'stalk

business).Ontshwaretseeng(Whathaveyougot

forme)?"

Tony:"Shosho,Magriza(Suresure,Grandma).All

Lunga'sbusinesseskopitoridaar(inPretoria)have

beenshutdown.Igotsomefewnyaopeboys

(Junkies)totipoffthecopsandit'soneoperation

down."



Gog'Khanyi:(Chuckling)"That'sgood,mfanawami

(myboy).ThatwasLunga'sbiggestoperation.I'll

sendyouthemoneynow."

Tony:"Shosho,Magriza(Sure,sure,Granny)."

IhungupandwiredR100000toTony.Istarted

hummingmyfavouritesong"Modimoaleteng"and

sippedonmywine.MeanwhileFlorahkeptlooking

atme.

Gog'Khanyi:"Yini(whatisit),Florah?"

Mam'Masango:"Nothing.I'mjustwonderingwhen

you'llchange."

Gog'Khanyi:"Yazi,youusedtobeaseriouspartygirl

untilyoulistenedtoGod.PhelaGoduthiniphuze



kodwaningadakwi(Godsaysyoumaydrink,but

notgetdrunk).Howelsewasheabletomakewine

backintheday?"

Florahlaughed.

Mam'Masango:"Hayi,manKhanyisa.Youknow

verywellIstoppeddrinkinglongago.Ipromised

myhusbandI'dnevertouchalcoholeveragain."

Gog'Khanyi:"Yourhusbandisdead,mngani(my

friend).It'sbeenyearsman.Whenareyougetting

some?OrdoyouhaveabatteryoperatedfriendI

don'tknowabout?"

Florahwasgettingreallyembarrassedshame.

Mam'Masango:"No,manKhanyisa.Idon'tdothat.

YouknowverywellIhavedevotedmylifetomy



calling."

Gog'Khanyi:"Don'tstress.I'llgetyouoneasagift

foryourbirthdaysinceit'scomingupsoon,neh.

Youneedtocumonceinawhile,youknow."

Mam'Masango:"Hayi,hayiZodwa.Letmegoto

churchbeforeyoucorruptme."

Ilaughedsohard.

Gog'Khanyi:"Alright.Stevewilldriveyou.Byebye!"

Ai,Florah.Istillaskmyselfhowwecanstillremain

bestfriendswhenwe'resodifferent.

ChapterThirtyEight

ZodwaNgcobo



WhenChinuaAchebecameupwiththetitle"Things

FallApart"forhisnovelhesurewasn'tlying.Izinto

azihlangani(Thing'saren'tgoingwell)formeandit

seemslikeit'sgettingworsebytheday.

David'sbusinessisdoingokay,butnowLunga's

suffering,evenwhenhe'sinacoma.Hisside

businessinPretoriahasshutdown.Ican'tevenget

itupandrunningagain,apparentlytheygotstrict

instructionsnottoworkwithLungaeveragain.

InstructionsfromtheBlackMamba.

HospitalbillsarepilingupbythedayandIcan't

keepup.Imighthavetousehismainbusinessas

collateral.Oh,Nkosiyami(MyGod),ifonlyIhad

chosenadifferentpathinlife,butit'stoolatenow.I

justhopeLungacanwakeupandgethislong

deservedrevenge.



Belindanayeontheotherhandkeepsdemanding

moneyfromme.Lomntwana(Thischild)isgoing

tobethedeathofme.Sheevenhadtomoveoutof

herapartmentsinceLungacan'tpayforitanymore.

Sheandherbratarestayingwithmenowandyou

wouldthinkthatshewouldmakeanefforttodo

somethingaroundthehouse!

Zodwa:"Yazini(Youknowwhat)Belinda!Allyoudo

alldayisdrinkandeat!Ekseniuyaphuza,emini

uyaphuzanasebusukuuyaphuza(inthemorning

youdrink,intheafternoonyoudrinkevenatnight

youdrink)!Lungaislyinginacoma,manfor

goodnesssake!Getoffyourassanddo

something!"

Belinda:"Ngiyaxolisa,ma(Imsorryma)."

Shegotupandcleanedupabit.Yesses!Even

Nomsahasblockedmynumber.Kurough.



MyphoneringsandIanswerwithoutcheckingthe

callerID.

Zodwa:"ZodwaNgcobo,hello?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Yebo(Yes),Mazet.Unjanikodwa(How

areyou)?"

Zodwa:"Khanyisa,allthisisyou'redoing.Icanfeel

itinmybones."

Gog'Khanyi:(laughing)"Youdon'thavetofeelany

bones,slimandini(youidiot).ItoldyouI'mcoming

foreverythingyou'vegot.EverheardoftheProverb

"Sinsoftheparentsfallonthechildren"?Itoldyou,

Mazet.I'mcomingforeveryhingyou'vegotandI'm

justgettingstarted.Repentorelseyou'llfind

yourselfuyiS'gidlawaar(homeless)."



Shehungup.TheremustbeanotherwayIcanfix

this.IrubmyheadinfrustrationasItrytothink.

Fuck!

Ziyanda

It'sfinallyknockofftime,notthatIwasdoing

anythingtoday,really.Iwasjustdeepinthoughtall

day,thinkingofmyperfectweekendandTadpole

Natasha.AllIevermanagedtodoforworkwas

finalizethedesignforournewhouseinCapeTown.

Ijustcan'twait.

IheadedoutofmyofficeandfoundPorsche

alreadywaitingformeatreception.

Porsche:(withherhandbagalreadyonherarm)

"Hao,Zee.Kgalekeemekawenahle(I'vebeen

waitingonyou)".



Me:"Askies,friend.Ilosttrackoftime.Besides,ke

saemetsePhilasincewegothereusinghisdriver."

Porsche:"Ai,banna(Oh,men).Mofonele(Callhim).

AsIwasabouttodothat,hewalkedoutlooking

ratheranxious.Idon'tknowifhe'sworriedor

scared,Ijustcan'ttell.

Phila:"Sorrytokeepyoutwogorgeousladies

waiting."

Porsche:"Hey,wena(Hey,you).Watchyourmouth,

I'mmarriedphela."

Wealllaughed.



Phila:"Hey,baby.Whydon'tyougowithPorsche

andI'llmeetyouatthehouse?Sbuisonhiswayto

fetchmesinceFrankisbusywitherrands."

Porsche:"Wabonakegoratelaeng,BossP(Doyou

seewhyIloveyou,BossP)?Othoughtfulgampe

(you'resothoughtful).Zee,aretsamayeplease

(let'sgoplease).Mgozi(gossip)iswaitingforus."

IlaughedandkissedPhilagoodbye.Hereallylooks

muchdifferentfromwhenwearrivedhere,butlet

menotdwellonit.

WemadeourwayoutoftheliftandfoundSbu

alreadyparkinghiscarwaitingforPhilaIguess.

WegreetedhimandgotintoPorsche'sVWTcross

andleft.

Asweweredrivingshejustcouldn'twaitformeto

dishoutthedetails,butIwouldn'tbudge.Ineeda



coldglassofwineforallI'mabouttotalkabout.

WearrivedatPhila'sestateandasalwaysPorsche

wasveryimpressed.

Porsche:"Yoh,chomi(wowfriend)!Ekeupgradee

seriousbathong(Thisisaseriousupgrade).And

then?Bannabadithunya(What'swiththe

gunmen)?"

Ai.Ican'tkeepsecretsfromhersoImightaswell

tellher.

Me:"KebaPhila.Akerehe'saprominent

businessman.Heusedtobeadruglord.

Insteadofbeingshockedshelaughedhysterically.



Me:"What'ssofunny?"

Porsche:"Eh,banna.Kganteoserious(You'rebeing

forreal)?Iyo(wow)Zee.Yourlifeemonatehle

(please).Adoptme."

IlaughedatPorsche'scraziness.Wegotinthe

house.AndIjustcan'tgetenoughofthebeauty.It

alwaysfeelsliketheveryfirsttimeIwalkedinhere.

Funny,hey.IwalkedinhereaweekagoasMrs.

Ngcoboandnow,IcomebackasfutureMrs.Zwane.

Life.

Iwenttothekitchenandgotacoldbottleofwhite

wineoutthefridge.Philaalwaysfindsthetimeto

putsomealcoholinthefridge.Anyway,Itooktwo

glassesandpouredsomeforPorscheandIaswe

satonthecouch.Shedidn'tevenbothertoswitch

onthetvsinceshejustlikesgossip.



Porsche:(moaninginhermouth)"Wineeemonate

bjangchomi(Thiswineisdivine,friend).Emaruru

gamonatehle(It'ssoniceandcold)."

AllthankstoPhilaandhisfinetasteinwine.

Porsche:"Areye(Let'sgo).Etlakatsona(I'm

waitingonyou)."

Istartedfromthebeginning,tellinghereverything

fromPhila'sdrugdaysinItalyandhowhegothere,

tomyfabulousweekendandhowIfinallygotlaid

good.Ididn'teveforgetromentionthewhole

AphiweandLeratosaga.Ieventoldheraboutwhat

SbutoldmeabouthimandKele,andItoldher

aboutthedreadfulSharonandhowshedidn'teven

haveanounceofremorse.Itoldheraboutthe

cherryonthecake,whichisSharonandSbu

comingtoliveclosetous.



Porsche:(clappinghands)"Kammao!Gwanyewa,

gwanyewamolifeng(It'sreallyhappeninginlife)!

WareBossPipiogojelekorooftopkafirsttime,

chomi(AreyoutellingmeBossDickchowedyouon

therooftopforyourfirsttime)?Aowa,Diemanke

leparashem(Thisguyisboss,shame).Imean,I

thoughtwhitepeopleareromantic,butowagao

(yours)istheboss,hey!"

Ilaughed.Porschethough.

Me:"Ja,chomi(Yes,friend).Itwaseeallyawesome.

TomakethingsworseIpee'edonthebed.Hesaid

it'scalledsquirting."

Porschelaughedsohardshenearlychokedonher

wine.

Porsche:"Haowawena(No,man).Ishereallythat

good?Wowman.Givethatmanabells,wakwa



(Youhearme).Bjanongwenayouhavetostepup.

Youcan'talwayslethiminitiate,youhavetodothe

thingslewenaanZee.Hesucksonyourcoochieso

lewenatshwanetseomonepipieo(youalsohave

tosuckonthatdick)."

MyeyesgrewwiderasIwasastonished.I'venever

donethatbefore.Iswallowedhardintheprocess.

Porsche:"Skantomolelamahlo(Don'tstareatme).

Trustme,allmengowildforablowjob."

Me:"Bjanong(So)howwillIknowifImdoingit

right?"

Porsche:"Oh,you'llknow.He'lltellyou.Allthose

tipsI'vebeengivingyoushouldcomeinhandyright

now.Skawara(Don'tworry).I'llsendyouaPDF

bookthatteachesyousomesexualtechniqueson

WhatsApp."



I'llhavetoreaditassoonaspossible.Speakingof

Phila,He'sstillnotbackyetfromwork.MaybeI

shouldaskhimtobringussomefoodsincewe're

catchingup.JustasIwasabouttocallhim,he

walkedinwithSbu.

Me:"Hi,Sthandwasami(Mylove).SorryI'mabit

late.Westoppedbytogetyousomefood."

IgotupandwenttohimwhilePorscheswitchedon

thetv.

Sbu:"Qhawekazi,Porsche."

Porsche:"Sho,Sbuda".

Me:"Hi,Sbu.Iwasjustabouttocallyouandask

thatyouorderussomefood.Thanksbaby."



Ikissedhimonthecheek.

Phila:"We'llbeinmystudy,Sthandwasami(my

love).Callifyouneedanything."

Theyleftandwenttohisstudy.Theyboughtus

someDebonairsPizzasoIgotPorscheandIafew

slicesandwesharedaplate.AsIwenttositback

onthecouch,sherefilledourglasses.

Porsche:"Hehe,sobjanong,chomi(sonowfriend).

OreSbudaleKelenebadibetha(You'resaying

SbuandKeleusedtodate)?"

IlaughedjustthinkinghowshadyKeleis.Keeping

suchasecretforsolong,though.Makesme

wonderwhatelseshe'shiding.



Me:"Skarasalewena(don'tmakenoise)theymight

justhearus.Yes,apparentlytheydatedsince

Matric,buttheydidn'tlastverylong.Sbuore(says)

hewokeupinbedleSharon.How,hedoesn'tknow.

Shefoundtheminbedtogetherandlefthimonthe

spot."

Porsche:(Clappinghands)"Hehe!WareKeleo

breakilekeSbuvele(You'resayingSbuwasKele's

first)?Wow."

Me:"That'snotall.HewantedtowinKeleback,but

Sharonclaimedshewaspregnant.SoSbuthought

itwouldbebesttomarryher.Apparentlyshehada

miscarriageafewmonthslater,andhehookedup

withKelethatsameyear.Theyhadsexafewtimes,

butKeleendeditandgotmarriedBrian."

Porsche:"Eng(What)?!Ehbann(wow)!Keleke

tsotsieseriousmos(Keleissleezy).Mymomo

nnaare(alwayssays)'Stillewaters,diepergrond'



(Quietpeoplehavealotofsecrets)."

NowthatIthinkofitKelehasalwaysbeenthe

peacemakerandtheonegivessoundadvice,the

quietandcalmone,butneverdivulgesanyofher

secrets.

Me:"Iguessyou'reright,butIjustcan'thelpbutfeel

sorryforSbu,hey.He'ssobroken,Imeanheand

Sharonhavebeentogetherforlikesixyears,but

they'renotevenaffectionatetowardseachother.It

seemsasifthey'reforcingit,youknow."

Porsche:"Well,nnaI'veneverlikedSharonandI'dbe

morethanhappytoplaymatchmaker."

AsIwenttothekitchentogetsomemorewine,

Porschecallsme.



Porsche:"Zee,tlaobone(comesee)!"

Irantotheloungethinkingshesawsomething

hecticandIsawtheNewsHeadlines:"Prominent

BusinessmanLungaNgcoboawakeafteraweek

longcoma".

ChapterThirtyNine

Phila

SbuandIgotintomystudyandpouredourselves

somewhiskey.I'mstressedasfuckrightnow.

ThisNatashashithasgotmeonedge,butnothing

beatshowSbuIsfeelingrightnow.

Phila:"Wannatalkaboutit?"

Sbuhadhishandsonhisheadwithhisfacedown.

Ihateseeingmybrotherlikethis.



Sbu:"Eish,Bafo(brother).Angikho(I'mnot)happy,

man.Sharondoesn'tmakemehappy.I'vetried,

youknow.I'vetriedtoloveherforsixyears,even

afterthegirlswereborn,ItookhertoHawaiiasa

waytorekindlethespark,buttruthistherewasno

sparktobeginwith."

Phila:"Eh,foza(brother).Kantikuroughkanje(I

didn'trealizeit'sthisbad)."

Sbu:"Eish,youhavenoidea."

HesawZeeandPorschetalkingintheloungeon

themonitoronmylaptopsincetherearecameras

alloverthehouse-exceptthebedroomsofcourse.

Phila:"No,man,Sbu.Kucalaniniubukaabafazi

bekhuluma(Sincewhendoyouwatchwomenwhile

theirtalking).That'seavesdroppingman,cisha



lento(Switchoffthatthing)."

Sbu:"Lalelaman(Listen,man).They'retalking

aboutme."

WeheardZeetalkaboutwhatSbutoldherabout

himandKeleandSharoninthemix.Seemslikehe

wasn'tbotheredmuchuntilheheardPorschesay

shecanplaymatchmaker.

Sbu:(Jumpingup)"That'sit!Porschecanhelpme

getuKeleback!"

Phila:"Hayi,man.Sbu.It'sabittoolateforthat.

She'smarriedandnaweyou'remarriedandthere

arekidsinvolvedangithi(right)."

Sbu:"Phila,man.Comeon,bafo(brother).Isee

howyouandZeelookateachotherandthat'show



KeleandIusedtobe.Iwishforthatnami."

Phila:(Deepsigh)"Ihearyou,bafo(brother).Eish,

thisthingistoughbecauseyou'llhurtSharoninthe

process,butke,whoamItostepinthewayof

love?"

Sbu:"Ican'twait,Bafo(Brother).Ican'twaitto

makehermineagainandthistimeI'llmakesure

shedoesn'tgetawaythistime."

Phila:"Hayike.Manjearen'tyougoinghome

tonight?"

Sbu:"Hawu,seuyang'xoshamanje(Areyoukicking

meout)?"

Phila:"Nah,man.Ngifunaukudlairagongepeace(I

wanttochowassinpeace)withoutworryingabout



yoursorryass."

Sbuchuckledandtookanothersipofhiswhiskey.

Sbu:"Alright.Letmegetsomepizzathen

ngizohamba(I'llleave)."

ZodwaNgcobo

IgotacallfromLunga'scurrentdoctorsincevan

Schalkwykwentmissing.HesaidLungaisawake.

Ijustcouldn'twaittogettheretoseemyboy.

Belindawantedtocome,butIleftherlazyass

behind.IrushedintohisroomandjustbeforeI

couldspeaktohim,hisdoctor,Dr.Manyane

stoppedme.

Dr.Manyane:Goodevening,Mrs.Ngcobo.MayI

haveawordwithyou,please?"



Zodwa:"Can'titwait,Doc?I'vebeenwaitingforthis

moment."

Dr.Manyane:"I'mafraiditcan'twait.Yourson's

hospitalbillisinareas.Weneedanimmediate

paymentofR637000,otherwiseI'mafraidhe'll

havetobetransferredtoapublichospital."

Istartedpanicking.WhereamIgoingtogetso

muchmoney?

Zodwa:"Butdoc,we'vealreadyspentoverR1million

thispastweek."

Dr.Manyane:"I'mafraidyouknewtheriskswhen

youenteredthishospital,Mrs.Ngcobo.Yourson

canceledhismedicalaidamonthbeforehegot

shot,thereforeifyoucannotmakethepayment

beforeyouleavehere,we'llbetransferringhimtoa



nearbypublichospital."

Itfeltlikemyworldwasbeingshatteredpieceby

piece.Thiscan'tbehappening.

Zodwa:"Okay,thankyou,doc.Letmemakeaplan.

I'llspeaktoyousoon."

HelefttomakehisroundsandIneededtomakea

fewcalls.Idecidetocheckonhissidebusinessin

Jo'burg.Surelytheysoldenoughdrugstomakea

millionthisweek.Turnoverperweekisusually1.5

millionperweek.IcalledStix,Lunga'smainmanin

Alex.

Stix:"Shoshomamazala(mama).Eish,youcalled

meatabadtime.Copscameandraidedus.They

tookeverything,includingthestashofmoneywe

werehiding.I'mlookingforcoveraswespeak."



IfeltabigpanghitmychestandInearlycollapsed.

Zodwa:"What?!Howmuchmoneydidtheytake?"

Stix:"Theytookoveramillion.Hademamazala

(Sorrymama).We'lltalk."

Thiscan'tbehappening.IonlyhaveR50000inmy

accountandIhadtogiveAdoniamoremoneyfor

rituals.IhavenochoicebuttobegandIhate

begging.IdecidetocallNomsawithaprivate

numbersincesheblockedme.

Nomsa:"NomsaBhengu".

Zodwa:"Nomsa,it'sme.Pleasedon'thangup."

Nomsa:"Heh!Todayyou'rebegging.Youandthe



wordpleasehaveneverbeenfriends.Ufunani

(whatdoyouwant)?"

Zodwa:"Ngidingaisizolwako(Ineedyourhelp)."

Nomsa:"Igotthatassoonasyousaidtheword

'please'."

Zodwa:(Deepsigh)"Pleaselendme700k.Lunga's

hospitalbillsarepilingupandhisbusinessesareall

dying."

Nomsa:"Sorry,Zodwa.I'dlovetohelo,butI'mtrying

tobecomeanewperson.Ican'tassociatemyself

withpeoplelikeyouanymore.Youmademy

daughter'slifehellandforthat,Ican'thelpyou.

Pleasedomeafavour.Stopcallingme."

NomsaBhengudoesn'tevenwanttohelpmeafterI



grovelledlikeapoorperson.I'mfucked.IandI

mademywaytoLunga.Thankgoodnesshiseyes

arewideopennow.

Zodwa:"Lunga,mntwanami.Unjanikodwa?"

Lunga:"Whoareyou?WhereamI?"

Oh,myGod!Thiscan'tbehappening.

ChapterFourty

It'sSaturdaymorning,whichmeansthere'sonlya

fewhourslefttilthelaunchparty.Ididn'tdomuch

sincePorschehandledeverything.Thisgirlistruly

heavensent.Ihaven'tseenmuchofTadpole

Natashawhichisgreatforme.Eversincethatday

Philahasbeenabitweird,butItrynottodwelltoo

muchonit.Heprobablyhasalotgoingonplusthe

launchandall.



I'mevengladallthisishappeningsofast,since

PhilatoldmehegotmedivorcedfromPhilawithout

himevenbeingawakeorpresent.Idon'tknowhow

hedidthat,butI'mnotcomplaining.Justthathe

likesdoingthingswithoutconsultingmeattimes

anditscaresme.

Porsche:"Hehe,chomi(friend).Yourmanbetterpay

mepasella(abonus)after

tonight.I'veworkedmyassoffnjena."

Ilaughed,aiPorsche.

Me:"Don'tworry.I'llmakesurehegivesyouanice,

fatbonus."

Porsche:"IinvitedKeleandBelindatothelaunch.I

onlyinvitedBelindabecauseIknowKelewasgoing



toaskherifotlotlana(she'sgoingtomakeit).To

myirritation,sheacceptedtheinvitation."

Shesaidthatrollinghereyes.

Me:"Tobehonest,I'mnotlookingforwardtoseeing

Belinda,youknow.Aftertheothernight,ai."

Porsche:"You'vegotmeinyourcorner.One

mistakeotlonyela(she'llshitherself)."

Ilaughedatthatlaststatement.

Porsche:"SpeakingofKele,Sbuaskedmetoplay

matchmaker."

Me:"Hehbanna!Whatdidyousay?"



Porsche:"Kerileamfehundredgori(nehundred

thousandrand).Iwasjoking,butwell,heagreed

andwiredmethemoneysametime."

Me:(Laughingsohard)"Bathong(Goodness)Portia

Williams!Exploitationekana(somuch

explanation)?!"

Porsche:"I'mtryingtosaveformykidsphela.They

needtohavetheirownhousesandcarsatleast

whentheystartworking.Idon'twantthemtosuffer

likeIdid."

PorscheonlyhasonechildwithRobert,athreeyear

oldson,whileRoberthasa16yearolddaughter.

Shecallsbothofthemherkids.It'sprettyweirdfor

achild9yearsyoungerthanyoutocallyoumom,

buttheyseemtohaveitallundercontrol.How

Porschegottobeamomtoa16yearoldisastory

foranotherday.



Porsche:"Butanyway,Idecidedtohelp."

Me:"Howareyougoingtodothat?"

Porsche:"Justwatchchomi(friend)."

Justthen,TadpoleNatashawalkedinfromthelift

wearingaveryshortdress,nobraandmostlikely

nopanties,withverylongheels.Shecamein

holdingafileunderherarm,twocupsofcolaanda

plasticbagfromBurgerLingIfIdidn'tknowbetter

I'dsayshecamehereonamission:toseduce

someone.

Natasha:"Helloladies.Longtime,nosee."

Porsche:"Well,youknow.Nonewsisgoodnews."



Natashalaughed.Thereisthatannoyinglaugh

again.Ican'tsayImissedit.

Me:"So,aren'tyousupposedtobeworkingonfloor

four?"

Natasha:(Flickingherlongassweavewithhervery

longnails)"Oh,yeah,Iam,butI'mheretoseePhila."

Oh,sowe'reonfirstnamebasisnow?

Porsche:"IthinkyoumeanttosayMr.Zwane."

Natasha:"Oh,no,honey.PhilaandIgowayback.

There'snouseinmecallinghimMr.Zwane.

Anyway,letmegothrough.Youdon'tmind,doyou

darling?"



Shesaidtryingtotouchmyhair,butIpulledback.

Me:"Actually,He'sbusyrightnowandyoudon't

haveanappointmentso..."

Ididn'tevengettofinishmysentenceandshe

interruptedme.

Natasha:"Oh,honey.IknowI'mhot,butthere'sno

reasonforyoutobeinsecure.Imeanyou'vegot

enoughgoingonasitis,likeworryingaboutyour

weddingdressfittings.Seeyounownow."

Didthatbitchjustsaythattome?Porschewas

fumingandforthefirsttimeshewasquiet.

Me:"Didyouhearthat,Porsche?Didyouhearwhat

thatbitchjustsaidtome?"



Porsche:"Heh!Modimokalekwa!(God,I'mbeing

tested).Ntweesimple,Zee(Thisthingissimple,

Zee).Tshellampyapoison(Poisonthedog)."

Me:"Hayi,man,Porsche.Aremoshebenje(Let's

justkeepacloseeyeonher).Let'sleaveherfor

now."

Porsche:"Wareng(What)?!Leaveherinthatoutfit

alonewithyourmaninhisofficekadijonogal(With

foodontopofthat)?!Odlalakamollo(You're

playingwithfire)."

Me:"ItrustPhila,Porsche.Don'tbenegative."

Porsche:"Alright,Mrs.'Itrustmyman'.Onepieceof

advice:Bannakedimpya(Menaredogs).Ifyou

throwaboneathim,he'llmostdefinitelyeatit.Just

saying."



Okay,nowI'mgettingreallyconcerened.ShouldI

reallygoandcheckonhim?

Phila

Iwasworkingonsomelogisticsandmyspeechfor

tonight.Alltheplanningwentwellallthanksto

Porsche.JustasIwasabouttocallmywifeto

cometomyofficeforsomelunch,Natashawalked

inwithoutevenknocking.Thebitchisevenwearing

averytightandveryshortdressandhadsomefood

inherhands.It'squiteclearwhatshecamehereto

do.Thedisrespect.

Phila:"Whothefucktoldyoutocomein?Didn'tthey

teachyoumannerswhereyoucomefrom?"

Natasha:"Hellotoyoutoo,P.Ijustthoughtyou

mightbehungry."



Phila:"Iamhungry,butnotforyou.Getthefuckout

ofmyoffice."

Natashatookoffherdress,exposinghersmall

breastsandperfectlyshavedpussy.Igothard

instantly,butI'mnotabouttogivein.Ilovemywife.

Natasha:"Thesooneryoustopplayinghardtoget,

thebetterthingswillbeforallofus,P."

Shecametowardsmeandtriedtotouchme,butI

slappedhersohardshefellonthefloor.Igotclose

toherandputbothmyhandsonherthroat.

Phila:"Whatthefuckdoyouthinkyou'redoing?Do

youthinkIgoaroundhiringslutslikeyou?!Youhad

betterlistenNatashaandthistime,letitstickinto

youremptyheadbecauseIhaterepeatingmyself.I

don'twantyouandyoubetterstopcomingintomy



houselikeyou'remywife.

Youdon'tdeservethattitleandyouneverwill!Now

getthefuckupandputonyourcheapoutfit.Take

yourfuckingfoodwithyouaswell.Thenexttime

youcomeinhere,ithadbetterbebyappointment.

Getyourselfsomedignityandself-respect,sfebe

ndini(Youbitch)."

Ilethergoandshequicklyputherdressbackon.

Herstupidweavewasamessandsomeofthecola

spilledonherdress.Shepickedupherfoodand

ranoutofmyofficecrying.Idon'tfeelbadfor

layingmyhandonher,Ifeellikeshitforallowing

mybodytorespond.MydickbelongstoZeeand

onlyZee.

JustthenZeewalkedinasIstoodthereovercome

withshockandpanic.



Zee:"What'sgoingon,Nkosenye?uRight(Areyou

okay)?"

Ididn'tevenknowwhattosay.

Phila:"I'm..I'mfine.Iwasjustabouttocallyouto

comeoverforlunch."

Shelookedatthetableanditwasamess,andsaw

thespilleddrinksonthefloorandthenlookedback

upatme.

Zee:"Whathappenedhere?WhydidNatashaleave

yourofficeinsuchamess?Wait,whydoyouhave

aboner,Nkosenye?"

Oh,shit.Thisisit.Zeeisgoingtoleaveme.I'm

fuckingshakingrightnow.



Ziyanda

Istoodthereinshockanddisappointment.Imean

Phila'sreactionprettymuchsaysitall.Natasha

stormedoutofherewithherhairoutofplace,

cryingandherdresswrinkledwithstainsunlike

whenshearrivedhereafewminutesago.

Me:"Iaskedyouaquestion,Nkosenye."

Phila:(shaken)"Sthandwasami(Mylove).Let'ssit

downandtalk,ngiyakucela(please)."

Iwasstartingtoshakeandfeltmybreathing

change.Ididn'tevenrealizemyfacewasturning

pink.SoPhilaischeatingonmewithms.Perfect?

Hewalkedtowardsmeattemtpingholdmyhands.I

triedtowalkback,butmybodyfailedmeandI

foundmyselfonthefloor.



Phila:"Sthandwasami(mylove).Zee,talktome.

Canyouhearme?!"

That'sthelastthingIheard.

Phila

Ifeellikeshit.Zeewasonthefloorandwasn't

moving.Thisisallmyfault.Ishould'veputthat

bitchinherplacethemomentshegothereandlook

now.Zeewalkedinonmewithaboneranda

messedupdesk.Whatdoesthatlookliketo

someonewhowould'vewalkedinonmelikeZee?I

placedheronmycouchandtriedtowakeher.

AfterawhileshefinallywokeupandItriedtomake

hersitstraight.

Phila:"Oh,thankGodyou'reawake,Sthandwasami

(mylove).Phuzaamanzi(Drinksomewater)."



Itriedgivingheraglassofwater,butshewouldn't

takeit.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).Please,talkto

me."

Ziyanda:"AmInotgoodenough,Phila?Barelya

weekwe'vebeenengagedandyou'realready

fuckingsomethingpole.I'vealwaysknownthatI'm

notthehottestgirlintown,butforyoutodothatto

meespeciallyrighthereinyouroffice,hurts.It

hurtsbadly."

Iwassodisappointed.Shedidn'tevengivemea

chancetoexplain.

Phila:"Ziyanda..."

Ziyanda:"No,Phila.You'vegottheperfectbody,the



perfectlife,whichIdon'tfitinto.Andnowyouhave

managedtogetthetypeyou'vealwayswanted,

right?It'sbadenoughshetellsmehowfatIam

everytimesheseesme,buttofuckher,Phila?"

Phila:"Ididn'tsleepwithher..."

Ziyanda:"Pleaseleave.Ineedtobealone.Oh,I

forgotthisisyouroffice,I'llleave."

Sheattemptedtogetup,butIstoppedher.I'llgo.

Youstay.AsIapproachedthedoor,Idecidedto

givehermytwocents.

Phila:"ThedayyourealizejusthowmuchIloveyou

willbethedayyouunderstandthatIwouldnever

cheatonyou.You'retoobrokentorealizejusthow

amazinglygorgeousyouare."



Iclosedthedoorandleft.Whathurtsthemostis

thatsheneverevengavemeachancetoexplain.

Lovedoesn'thurt,peopledo.I'vegottosort

Natashaonceandforall.Ican'tloseZee,Icant.

Ziyanda

IsatonPhila'scouchsobbingmyheartout.How

couldhe?JustasIwailed,myphonerang.It's

Gogo.IhavetotakeitsinceIhaven'tspokentoher

indays.

Me:(Sobbing)"Sawubona(Hello)Gogo."

Gog'Khanyi:"WehZiyanda.Iyangzibayini(Areyou

ignoringme)?"

Me:(Sniffing)"Cha(no)Gogo."



Gog'Khanyi:"Yinimanje(Whatisitnow)?Ukhalelani

(Whyareyoucrying)?"

Me:"It'snoting,Gogo."

Gog'Khanyi:"Yazini(Youknowwhat),Ziyanda?I

canstillbeattheshitoutofyouthroughthephone,

nowoutwithit."

Me:"It'sPhila,Gogo.He...He...Uyang'jolela(He's

cheatingonme)."

GogolaughedoutsohardIfeltsostupid.HereIam

pouringmyheartouttoherandshe'slaughing.

Me:"It'snotfunny,Gogo."

Gog'Khanyi:"Okay.Whatdoyouwantmetosayke



(then)?M'yeke(Leavehim)".

Me:(Puzzled)"Gogo?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Angithi,uyajola(He'scheating),so

leavehim."

Me:"It'snotthatsimple,Gogo."

Gog'Khanyi:"Hawu,Ziyanda.Yousawhimangithi

(right)?Youcaughthimontopofanotherwoman

angithi(right)?"

Me:"Well,no.Natashawalkedoutofhisofficewith

herdressandhairmessedupandwhenIwalkedin

hehadaboner,so..."

Gogodidn'tevenwaitformetofinish.



Gog'Khanyi:"Uthiubani(Yousaidwho)?Natasha?

AsinNatashaMothupi?"

SeemslikeGogoknowseverything.

Me:"Yebo,Gogo(Yes,grandma)."

Shelaughedevenharderandevencalled

Mam'Masangotocomehearthestory.Iwantedto

hanguprightthereandthen.

Me:"Gogo,thisisn'tfunny."

Gog'Khanyi:"Weh,Florah!ListentoZee.UthiuPhila

uyajola(ShesaysPhilaischeating).Listentothis,

uthiujolano(he'scheatingonherwith)Natasha

Mothupi."



WhileGogowasinstiches,Mam'Florahtoldherto

stoplaughing.What'ssofunny?

Me:"Gogo,you'remakingmypainajokenow."

Gog'Khanyi:"Okay,okaykeh(then).Letmestopand

beseriousforaminute.You'renotserious,Ziyanda.

Soyousawhimwithabonerandassumedthat

uyajola(He'scheating)?Lalelalantombi(listen

here,girl),ifuPhilawantedtocheat,hewould've

doneitalongtimeagoandNOTinhisoffice.That

girlisaknowmagosha(prostitute)inexpensive

hair.Youshouldknowbynowthatheisn'tinto

thosetypeofgirls."

Isuddenlyfeltsobadaboutmyreaction.

Gog'Khanyi:"Didyouatleasthearhimout?"



Myheartsankevendeeper.

Me:"No."

Gog'Khanyi:"Hayi,Ziyanda.Youhavealottolearn.

Everytimeyouthinkhe'scheatingonceyou're

married,areyougoingtowalkawayandcrylikea

baby?Lalelala,you'rehiswife-to-be,atitlehe

chosetogiveyouandonlyyou.Stopgivingthese

lowlifebitchesareasontogettoyou.Showthem

thatyou'reagoddess,adivaandyou'rehereto

stay."

Me:"Ihearyou,Gogo."

Gog'Khanyi:"TellPhilatogetyouagunsothatnext

timeyouthinkhe'scheating,justconfrontthebitch.

Peoplealwaystellthetruthunderduress."



Ichuckledatthat.Gogocanbesocrazy.

Gog'Khanyi:"Now,stopcryingandgofixyour

nonsense.Subaweak(Don'tbeweak),man.AmI

theonlywomanwithballsinthisfamily?Yesses

man.We'lltalklater.Byebye!"

ChapterFourtyOne

Zodwa

IhadtobringLungabackhomesincewecan't

affordallthemedicalbillsanymore.Sinceallhis

businesseshavecrumbled,I'vehadtosellhis

house,atlessthanmarketvalueatthat.Sellingmy

son'shouseatR250000whenheboughtitatR3

millionisn'twhatIpicturedmyselfdoingatthisage.

Belindacamedownthestairs,fromadifferent



directionthanherbedroom.Whyisshecoming

frommysideofthecorridorinsteadofhers?I

decidednottodwellonBelinda.Ihavebigger

problemsthanherrightnow.

NomsaBhengudidn'tevenwanttohelpmeafterI

oncegaveherR4million.Somebitchesarereally

ungrateful.Sinceshedidn'twanttohelpme,I

decidetoplayGodwithherlife.Idialesher

precioushusband'snumber.

Khaya:"KhayaBhengu."

Zodwa:"Hi,Khaya,it'sZodwaNqcobo."

Khaya:"Oh,Nkosiyami(MyGod).Anginamali(I

don'thavemoney),Zodwa."

Wow.SoeveryoneknowsI'mbroke,now?



Zodwa:"That'snotwhyI'mcalling,Khaya.Ihave

newsaboutyourwifeanddaughter,Ziyanda.

Nomsaliedtoyouallthoseyearsago.Shehadan

affairwithBonginkosiGumede.Ziyandaishis

daughter."

Khaya:"Areyoudone?"

Wow.That'snotthereactionIexpected.

Zodwa:"WhatdoyoumeanamIdone?"

Khaya:"Yazini(Youknowwhat)Zodwa?Please,

don'tcallmeforbullshit.Don'ttellmeshitIalready

know.Saveyourairtime,you'regoingtoneedit.

Andstoptryingallthesetacticstoaskformoney,

man.Havesomeselfrespect."



Withthat,hehungup.IcanofficiallysayI'matthe

lowestpointinmylife.Peoplewhowereonce

lowerthanmelaughatmenow.

Phila

I'vebeenlookingalloverforNatashaandthatbitch

isnowheretobefound.IswearonceIfindher

she'llbenextonthemissingperson'slist.Thank

GodZeeandItookseparatecarstowork.Igotrid

ofthatRoverthatuselessexhusbandofhers

boughther.Ineedtobuyheracarthatsheloves.

Anway,I'msureshe'shomenow.Thelaunchparty

isonehouraway.Iwalkedinandfoundherdressed

already.Thiswomanisgorgeous.Shealways

makesmeweak.Thatgoldfigurehugging,silky

dressthatexposeshercleavage,withahighslitin

front.I'msoproudtocallhermywife.

Ziyanda:"You'reback.Canwetalk?"



Phila:"Yes,butbeforeyousayanything,I'dliketogo

first."

Ziyanda:"Okay."

Phila:"Zee,Iloveyousomuchitscaresme.Ihave

nevercheatedonyou-notthenandmostdefinitely

notnow.I'mmanythings,butnotacheater.Ineed

tobecompletelyhonestwithyou:NatashaandI

weresexbuddiesbackinthedaywhenIwasin

Italy.IneverlovedherandIstilldon't.Istopped

sleepingwithheroverayearago,Sthandwasami

(mylove).

ShecameontometodayandItoldherwheretoget

off.IwassopissedIbeattheshitoutofher.I'm

pissedthatshetriedthatespeciallyatmy

workplace,butonethingI'msureofIwouldnever

disrespectyoulikethat,Sthandwasami(mylove).



Whatdisappointedmethemostisthatyoudidn't

evengivemeachancetoexplain,youjustassumed

theworst.

IfGogodidn'treassureyou,youweren'tgoingto

hearmeout.Ifyouwanttomarryme,youhaveto

communicate,Zee.Inmarriage,youdon'tjustwalk

awayfromoneanother.IneedyoutoknowthatI

choseyou:outofallthewomenintheworldIstill

camebackandchoseyou.You'resobeautiful,Zee,

butyoujustdon'trealizeit.Womenthrow

themselvesatme,butIstillwantyou.You'regoing

tobeexposedinthelimelightwhenyou'rewithme,I

needaconfidentwomanbymysidewhowon't

throwafiteverytimeawomantriestocomeonto

me."

Ziyanda:(Lookingdown)"I'msorry,babywami(my

baby).Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry),Mkhonto(clan

name).Ipromisetodobetter.Ipromisetotreat

youlikethemanyouare.I'msorryIdoubtedyou.



I'mnotangryaboutyourpast.It'sjustthat-your

past.Pleaseforgiveme."

Ismiledandmyfacelitupasshesaidthat.She

calledmebymyclanname.Nowomanhasever

donethat,exceptmymother.

Phila:"So,I'mMkhontonow?"

Ziyanda:(Blushing)"Ididsomeresearch."

Phila:"Well,Iappreciateit,Sthandwasami(mylove).

Ngiyakuthandayezwa(Iloveyou,okay)?"

Ziyanda:"Iloveyoutoo.Nowpleasegogetready.

Porscheisgoingtobemadatusifwe'relate

tonight."



Igaveherakissandquicklyranupstairsandgot

ready.AfterhalfanhourIwasreadytobesideby

sidewithmywoman.ThethemeisGoldandBlack,

andwell,mysuitsaysitall.Ican'twaitto

indroduceuYayawami(MyYaya)totheworld.

Ziyanda

AftertodayIlearntthatIneedtogrowsomeballs

asGogosaid.It'shightimeIlearntogrowathick

skin.Well,IguessthiswasPhilaandI'sfirstofficial

fight.WithlovecomesgrowthastheysayandI'm

readytogrowandbethewomanPhilaneedsmeto

be.Philaistheonedrivingustonightinhis

Lamborghini.I'mnotafanofsmallcars,butthe

horsepowerofthisbabyismakingmehorny.

Wefinallyarrivedatourvenuefortheevening;the

RoyalElephantHotel.Iseesomanypeopleout

here,aredcarpetandasectionwherewetake

picturesbeforewegoinjustlikeontvduring



celebrityevents.

SpeakingofcelebritiesIseeacoupleofcelebrities,

evenonesIlove.Lira,Zonke,AmandaBlack,Ntsiki

Mazwai,andsomanymorethatIlostcount.Ihave

tobehavemyselfandtrynottoactlikeagroupie.

PhilaopenedthedoorformeandIstartedtopanic.

Ihateattention.WhatifImessuportripandfall?

Phila:(Whisperinginmyear)"Relax,Sthandwa

sami(Mylove).Justfollowmylead."

Itookadeapbreathandwalkedwithhim.Somanu

camerasflashingandpeoplewatching.IseePhila

smilingsoItriedsmilingtoo.Theselightsand

camerasaresobrightIdon'tknowhowpeople

handleit.Westoodbehindabigwallpaperwiththe

company'slogoprintedprobablyamilliontimes.

Wesmiledandtooksomepicturestogether.He

whisperedinmyear.



Phila:"Youneedtostandoverherealoneforafew

seconds,Sthandwasami(mylove).Theyneed

photo'sofyoualone."

Heleftmysidetostandasideashewatchedme

poseforthepictures.

ItriedtochangeposesandsmilesasmuchasI

could,mimickingthecelebsontv.Hecamebackto

mysideandwhisperedtomeagain.

Phila:"Youdidgreat,babywami(mybaby).Myturn

now.Iwon'tbelong."

Istoodasideandwatchedhimposeforthe

camerasinhisbeautifulblackItalianbuttonsuit,

withgoldliningandgoldbuttons.Thismanisa

god,man.HecamebacktomysideandIcould

hearthephotographersshouting"Whoisyournew



woman,mr.Zwane?""Wheredidyoumeether?"

PhilaandIjustignoredandwalkedintotheHotel.I

guesshe'susedtosuch.Wewalkedintothehall

andmygoodness,Porschedidsuchanamazing

job!Thedecoristodiefor.Eachroundtablehas

it'sownstyleandcanaccommodateaboutten

people.Therewasmusicplayingandabandon

stage,whilewaiterswerewalkingaroundwith

fingerfoodandchampagneglasses.Therewerea

fewpeoplehere,butIonlynoticedPorsche.Isaw

herapproachingusandasalways,shelookstodie

for.It'snicehavingatinybodylikehersbecause

youcangetawaywithprettymucheverything.She

optedforastraightupthistime.Verydifferent,but

suitsherovalshapedface.

Porsche:"Oh,thankGodyouguysarehere.Iwas

startingtogetreallybored.Aowa(No),Phila,whyo

sarefa(whydidn'tyougiveusa)warninggore

(that)yourcolleaguesbaboraso(aresoboring"



Webothchuckled.

Phila:"Well,hellotoyoutoo,Porsche.Ilovewhat

youdidwiththeplace.Youshouldconsidera

careerchange."

Porsche:"Stopplantingthoughtsinmymind,P.I

mightjusttakeyouuponthat."

Wealllaughed.

Phila:"Letmeloveandleaveyouladiesforabit.I

havetosayhitoafewpeople.Areyougoingtobe

okayonyourown,Sthandwasami(Mylove)?"

Me:"Don'tworry,I'mabiggirl.Yougoahead."



Hesmiledandkissedmylips.

Porsche:"Yoh,mara.Newloveemonatehle(New

loveissonice,though)."

Me:(chuckling)"ai,Porsche,mara.YouandRob

arealwayskissingandyou'vebeentogetherfor

years."

Porsche:"Ag,that'sdifferent.Robkelekgoa(Robis

white).Everydayforthemke(is)romanceday.If

it'sMonday,wecelebrate,hecanevenbuyme

flowersjustbecauseke(it's)Sunday."

Welaughedsohard.

Me:"SpeakingofRob,whereishetonight?"



Porsche:"Ag,Baileyisn'tfeelwelltonightsoRob

offeredtostayleena(withhim)andgavememy

chancetoshine."

Oh,Porschethough.

Me:"Didyouseeallthosecelebrities?"

Porsche:"Yes,babe.Bettergetusedtothislife.It's

abouttobeabumpyride."

Shesaidasshesippedonherwine.JustthenKele

andBelindawalkedintogether.Kelelooksso

beautifulasalwaysinhernaturalafrotiedintoa

bun.Tonightshe'ssurprisinglynotwearingglasses

andIthinkthisistheveryfirsttimeIseeher

withoutthem.Inevernoticedhowgorgeousher

hazeleyesare.She'swearingablack,silkydress

withaslightonherrightthighthatexposesher

beautifulcurves.Shehasthosesmallboobs,small



waist,butbigbumandbigcurveskindofbody.

Onewouldbeshockedtohearshehasafiveyear

old.Belindaontheotherhandjustlookslikea

junkieonsteroids.Shelooksalotthinnerthan

usual,butwell,Iguessshetriedtolookniceforthe

occasion.

Kele:"Heyguys."ShegavePorscheandIhugs.

Belinda:"Hey."Shejustgaveusafaintwave.

Okay...

Porsche:"Kele,ngwaneso(sister),bonaomontle

jwang(Lookhowgorgeousyoulook)!I'venever

seenyourbeautifuleyes,sesi(sister)andthatbody!

Mfedikhefatseo(Givemethosecurves)!"

Kelelaughedshyly.



Kele:"Thankyou,Porsche.Itried."

Porsche:"Ahtlogelabomodestngwaneso(stop

withthemodesty,sis)."

Me:"Belinda,howareyou?"

Belinda:"Ah,whatcanIsay?I'mdoingokay.

Congratsontheengagementbytheway.It'snot

everydayagirllikeyougetsengagedtwice,right?"

Andthereshegoesagain.TheoldBelindaisback

andabouttofuckupourevening.

ChapterFourtyTwo

Ziyanda

SometimesIaskmyselfwhywe'reevenfriends



withthelikesofBelinda.She'sbarelybeenherefor

fiveminutesandalreadytalkingshit.

Porsche:"Heh?!WarengBelindawaSfebe(What

didyoujustsaybitch!Buagape(saythatagain)

andI'llgetsecuritytoescortyouout.Garenanako

yamasepa(Wedon'thavetimeforshit)tonight."

Me:"It'sokay,Porsche.Igotthis.Yazini(Youknow

what)Bee.AllI'veeverdoneinlifeisbenicetoyou,

butyou'vebeennothingbutarealbitchtome.Yes,

Imightnotbethemostbeautifulgirlintheworld,

butatleastI'mnotmiserablelikeyou.Youbetter

behavetonightorI'llsendyoubacktothetrashyou

justcrawledoutof.Iwon'tstandyourshittonight."

Kele,PorscheandespeciallyBelindawereshocked.

I'vehaditwithpeoplemoreespeciallywomen

walkingalloverme.



Porsche:"Hehe,Ilikethisnewyou,babe."

Belinda:"Askies,Zee.I'mjuststressed.Ididn't

meantotakeitoutonyou."

Ziyanda:"I'mnotinterested.Justbehaveandifyou

can'tjustkeepquiet."

Isaidthatsippingonmywine.

Porsche:"Jane.Modimoodiramehlolo(Goddoes

wonders).So,Kele,kanayousaidyouworkat

KPMG,right?"

Kele:"Yes,Ijuststartedamonthago.Why?"

Porsche:"JustwaitandseeI'lltellyouwhy."



JustthenSbuwalkedinlookingsohandsomewith

Sharonbyhisside.Evenablindpersoncouldsee

howSharonwasclingingontohim.Shehasan

overthetoplongandcurlyweaveonwithavery

shinygolddress.Itprobablycostafortunebutit

mostdefinitelyisn'tclassy.

Sbu:"Hey,ladies.Kele,okae(howareyou)?"

Oh,no.Sbuismakingitsoobvioushowhereally

likesKele.Thisnightwon'tendverywell.

Kele:(blushing)"Hi,Sbu.Keshap(I'mfine)."

Sharon:(annoyed)"Hello?!Isn'tanyonegoingto

greetme?!"

Porsche:"Sharon,kegonaotsena(youjustwalked

in).You'resupposedtogreetus,likeyourwell-



manneredhusbandjustdid."

Sbu:"I'llseeyoubitlater,ladies."

Sharon:"Hawu,Sbu.Letmecomewithyou."

Sheattemptedtogowithhim,buthestoppedher.

Sbu:"Chillwiththeladies,I'llseeyoujustnow."He

leftwithoutevengivingherakiss.

Sharon:"So,whataredrinking?Youguyslooknice.

Youtried,shame."

Irolledmyeyes.Thiswomanisannoying.

Porsche:"Retlabonadinewspaperdirengkaosane

akere(We'llseewhattheNewspaperssay



tomorrow)?They'llbethejudges".

AsweweretryingtoabsorbSharon'spresence,

TadpoleNatashawalkedinwithridiculouslyhigh

heelsandalongdressthathasaslituptoherwaist.

Youcanseeherbutcheeks.Canthisnightgetany

worse?Shewalkeduptousaseveyonetriedto

ignoreher,exceptSharon.

Natasha:"Hello,Ladies.You'relookingnicetonight."

Porsche:"Ja,Natasha."

Sharon:"MyGod.Iloveyourdress.It'ssoclassy.

Andyournails,girlyouneedtogivemethenameof

yourbeautician."

Natasha:"I'dloveto,butIdoubtyou'dbeableto

afforditjudgingbyyouroutfit.Excuseme."



SheleftusasPorscheandIburstoutinlaughter.

Sharon:"Letshegaenglena(Whatareyoutwo

laughingat)?"

Porsche:"Kanawhatwasyourfavouritelinebackin

highschool?"Stayinyourlane,girl.Bonanou(Look

now)thatlineisfollowingyou."

Webothlaughedsohardwewereintears.Ieven

sawKelelaughingalittlebituntilSharongaveup

andleftus.

WesatandspokeforawhileandIexcusedmyself

totheladiesroom.Ineededtoreleaseallthis

champagnesincewehadn'tstartedthenightyet.

AsIwasabouttowalkintothetoilets,Philapulled

me.



Phila:"Sthandwasami(mylove).Uyaphi(Whereare

youheaded)?We'reabouttostartnow."

Me:"Iwon'tbelong,babe.Ijustneedtopeereal

quickly."

Phila:"Okay,don'tbetoolong."

HekissedmeandIwentin.Afterdoingmylady

business,Iwenttowashmyhands,andTadpole

Natashawalkedoutofoneofthecubiclesand

stoodnexttome.Howconvenient.Isthisthepart

wheresheknocksmyteethoutforstealingherman?

Natasha:"Youthinkyou'reallthat,don'tyou?"

Me:"Excuseme?"



Natasha:"mxm.Don'ttryactingstupid.Onagana

gorePhilaakannaletlouyagolekanalewena

(YoureallythinkPhilacanstaywithanelephantlike

you)?"

Me:(Chuckling)"Hao,kgantewakgonagobua(Oh,

soyoucanspeakyourlanguage)?Ithoughtyou

hadburiedTswanaallunderthatfakeAmerican

accentofyours.Andyouguysreallyneedtogeta

wholenewlineofinsults.Thisthingaboutmysize

isseriouslygettingold.Youshouldreallysave

yourselfsomeofthedignityandlittleselfrespect

youhaveleft,judgingbythosemarksonyourneck

youtriedtohidewithyourridiculouslythickmake

up.Ididn'tstealanyone.Soifyou'llpleaseexcuse

me,myfianceeiswaitingforme."

SheclickedhertongueanddecidedtospeakasI

wasabouttowalkoutofthedoor.



Natasha:"Well,sinceyouthinkyou'vegotitallunder

control,youwouldn'tmindplayingstepmomto

Phila'sson,wouldyou?Imeantwoyearoldscan

bequiteahandful."

ShegavemeasmirkasIwasstandingrightthere

inshock.Nah,she'stestingme,right.Gogotold

menottotrustherandifPhilareallyhadason,he

wouldtellme.Idecidedtoenjoymyevening.I

won'tshowherthatImightbelievewhatshetold

me.

IwalkedoutandfoundPhilawaitingformeoutside

theladies'toilets.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).Areyouokay?I

sawNatashawalkingoutofhere."

Me:"Don'tstress,I'mokay."



Phila:"Ipromiseyou,babywami(mybaby).She'll

behistoryafterthisevening,trustme."

Me:"Itrustyou,Mkhonto."

HesmiledandIside-eyedNatashawhowasstaring

atuswithasmirkonherface,butIdecidedtogive

Philaanice,passionatekissjusttoirritateher.

refusetoletsomevaingirlwalkalloverme.We

tookourseatsastheMCstartesgreetingus.By

now,ourtableonlyhadsevenpeoplesinceKele,

BelindaandPorschedidn'tbringanydates.

NatashasqueezedherselfinatNozi'stableand

keptgivingmeweirdlooks,butItrulydidn'tgivea

flyingfuck.

SbukepteyeingKelethewholetimeandIthink

Sharonnoticed.

Kele:"Who'sthattallgirlbytheway?"



Porsche:"She'sabouttobeathingofthepastifyou

agreetoPhila'soffer.HowwouldyouliketobePZ

constructions'newCFO?Benefitsincludingan

apartmentandasalaryof100kamonth?"

Kele'seyesgrewwiderduetoshockwhileSharon

lookedannoyed.Sbuwasanxioustohearher

answerjudgingbythewayhiseyesweregluedto

her.

Sharon:"Hawu,Phila.Areyourunningacharity

now?"

Sbuquicklyreprimandedher.

Sbu:"Voetsek,Sharon?"

Shequicklykeptquietandlookeddown.



Porsche:"Ineedananswerasinnow,Kele.Oreng

katabae,mychomi(Whatdoyousay,myfriend)?"

Kele:"I...Okay.Iaccept."

IcouldseehowSbu'sfacelitupashesmiled.

Belindajustkeptdrinkingpayingnomindtous.

PorschenoddedtoSbuwhichI'massumingisa

signalofherplanthatworkedwell.

TheMCintroducedthemainstaffmembers,

startingwiththeconstructionstaff.Whenhegotto

theCFOposition,Natashapositionedherself,but

shedidn'texpectthebombshelltheMCwasabout

todrop.

MC:"PleaseallowmetointroducethenewCFOof

PZConstructions,Mrs.KelebogileMolefe."



AspeoplewereclappingNatashaquicklysatdown

inhumiliation.Kelewasjustinseriousshock.

Shame,myfriend.

Porsche:"Well,whatareyouwaitingfor?Thestage

isyours,friend."

AsKelegottothestage,Sbu'sfacewasbeeming

withpride.Heevenstooduptoclapevenfurther.I

thinkatthatpointtheonlytwopeoplewhomattered

wereKeleandSbu.Ithinktheonlyclapsheheard

atthatparticularmoment,wasSbu's.Weeven

forgotaboutSharonwhojustcouldn'tstandit

anymoreandstormedoutcrying.Sbudidn'teven

attempttogoafterher.Ouch.Ihopemymarriage

withPhiladoesn'treachthatstage.Itmustbe

painfulasfuckbeingmarriedtosomeonewho

doesn'tloveyou.

ChapterFourtyThree



Ziyanda

SinceSharonstormedoutofhereafewminutes

ago,Sbubecamemorerelaxed.Heevenwenttosit

nexttoKeleandjustcan'tstopsmilingather.I

can'thelpbutfeelabitbadforher.Natashaalso

stormedoutofhereinadramaticstate,butIdon't

care.It'snotnicefindingoutataneventyou

plannedonruiningthatyouyou'refired.

EveryoneontheConstructionsidewasintroduced,

andthentheArchitecturestaffwasintroduced,

leavingPhilaandIforlast.Idon'tknowwhyI

wasn'tintroducedalongwithNoziandtherestof

thecrew,butIguessIhavetogetusedtobeingthe

Boss'swifesoon.TheMCintroducedPhilaasthe

ownerandCEOofPZConstructions,andhepulled

myhandsothatIcouldwalkuptothestagewith

him.I'msonervousrightnowIcouldreallypiss

myself.Wegotuptothestage,muchtoNozi's



annoyance,butIjustsmiled.

Phila:"Goodeveningladiesandgentlemen.Thank

youallforjoiningustonight.Tonightismorethan

justacelebrationofourcompany,itismoreabout

invitingyouintoourlives.Thiswomanrighthere,is

ZiyandaBhengu,myfiancee.Sheisalsooneofthe

headArchitectsofPZConstructions.Nowyouget

toseewho'sthebeautifulwomanbehindmysmile."

PeoplewerelaughingandIcouldseethatmore

flashesweregoingoffandreportersweretakinga

wholelotofpictures.Itriedtosmilebuttheflashes

weresodiaturbingtomyeyes.Philajustseems

likesuchanatural.He'salwaysbeenone,doing

publicspeakingandwastheheadboyatschool

withSbuasthedeputy.Sbuneverhadaproblem

beingoutofthelimelight.Hejusthashisownway

ofdoingthings.

Phila:"I'dalsoliketoletyouknowthatyou'reinvited



toourweddingwhichwillbetakingplaceon

Saturday,20thMarch.Ican'twaittomakethings

officialandonthatnote,pleasedon'tbothermy

wife,she'sveryshy.Enjoytheevening."

Theyclappedhandsandwewalkedoffthestage

withhisarmonmywaist.Hesaidwe'regetting

marriedonthe20thofMarch,that'smybirthday!

That'stheleastofmyproblems,itslessthantwo

monthsaway!Kodwa(But)Philaandhishabitof

doingthingswithoutnotifyingme.I'lldealwithhim

later.

Itwastimeforthemaincourseandwehadtodish

upforourselves,buffetstyle.Sbuwenttodishup

forKele,whilePhilawenttodishupforPorscheand

I.Belindadecidedtoleavesayingshewasntfeeling

well,butweallknowthat'snottrue.I'mjustglad

sheleftus,wedon'tneedanymorenegativity.

Porsche:"So,Kele,chominaiza(myfriend),wenale



Sbuladibethanou(areyouandSbudatingnow)?"

Kelewasblushing.Porschethough.

Kele:"Haowa(no)Portia.We'rebothmarried."

Porsche:"Marriedtotwoequallyuselesspeople.I

meanweneverseeBrian.Hedoesn'tsupportyou.

Hewasn'teventhereonyourgraduationday.No

hardfeelings."

ItrustPorschetobeharshandstraighttothepoint.

Kele:"Portia..."

Porsche:"Lenamaraleganannetengwaneso(You

guysdon'tlikethetruth).Bonaoblusherbjang,

maraerekegotlogele(Lookhowyou'reblushing,



butletmeleaveyou)."

AfterawhilePhilacamewithourfood.

Phila:"Here'syourfood,beautifulladies.Thisidiot

here(pointingatSbu)wasn'teveninterestedin

cateringforyou.Allhe'sworriedaboutisKele.

'Keledoesn'tlovemushrooms,shelikespotatoes.

Oh,shehatesmayonnaise,butlovescarrots.It's

goodforhereyes'."

HesaidthatashewasimitatingSbuandwe

laughedoutloud,includingSbu.Kelewasjust

smilinglookingdowninembarrassment.Ireally

don'tknowhowPorschedoesit,butshe'sjustgood

ateverythingshedoes.Wedugintoourfoodand

thealcoholkeptcoming.Theconversationwas

flowingsowell,evenKelewasstartingtobecome

morerelaxed,gigglingateverythingSbuissaying.

Theguysgotupagaintogetussomedessert.

Philalefthisphoneonthetablenexttomeandit



beeped.IcheckeditoutofcuriosityandIwas

shockedtothecore.It'sansmsthatcamethrough

fromNatasha"Ihavenoideawhtyou'rebeingso

meantome.IguessI'llseeyouincourt.I'msuing

youforchildmaintenance,andI'llmakesureyou

nevergettoseeyourson-ever!Natasha".

Hedidn'tsavethenumber,butclearlyitsfromher

sinceshementionedhernameattheendofthe

message.Isuddenlyfrozeandzonedoutdeepin

thought.Thiscantbe.She'sbluffing,right?

ProbablyseekingPhila'sattention.Porschenoticed

howwithdrawnIbecame.

Porsche:"Chomi,dintshang(Friend,what'sup)?O

shap(Areyouokay)?"

Ididn'tevenknowwhattosaysoIshowedherthe

messageandshepassedthephoneovertoKele.



Porsche:"Ah,oratagowarakabomagoshalewena,

Zee(Youlikestressingoverbitches,Zee)."

Kele:"IagreewithPorsche,Zee.Thisgirlistryingto

grindyourtits.Etswadaar(Leaveit)."

Iguessthey'reright.Letmeleaveitfornowand

enjoytherestofthisevening.

Sbu

ThemomentIwalkedintothelauchvenueandsaw

Kele,Ijustknewshewastheoneforme.Seeing

herinthatbeautifulblack,silkydressIboughther

fewyearsagojustmademyheartjumpforjoy.I

knewthatIdidn'thaveanymoretimetowaste.I

evenforgotaboutSharonfromthatmoment.Call

meselfishandcruel,buttobehonestIjustnever

lovedSharon.



ThinkingaboutKelebeingunderneaththatuseless

junkieahecallsherhusbandjustmakesmecringe.

Iknowhe'sajunkiebecausehebuysfromoneof

Pierro'sboyshereinPretoria.Theassholeeven

stealsmoneyfromheraccountjusttofeedhis

habit.

Hehasn'tworkedadayinhislifeandhe'sjust

makingmypoorKelegobankrupt.Idon'tgetwhy

shedoesn'tleavethatidiot,butIguessshe

probablyasksherselfthesamethingaboutSharon

andI.

IkeptwhisperingsweetnothingsinherearandI'm

reallysurprisedbyhowopenmindedsheistonight.

Foronce,she'snotthrowinginsultsatmeand

beggingmetoleaveheralone.Instead,she'sall

overme.Ievenmanagedtokissherhandand

she'sbeenblushingallnightlong.We'reso

wrappedupinourownbubble,wedidn'teven

noticehowPhila,PorscheandZiyandawerestaring



atus.

Porsche:"Yoh,aowaaowa(Oh,nono).Gaketlo

tshwarakeresenna(I'mtheoddoneout).Keya

tsamayannashem(I'mleaving)."

IhuggedherandsodidPhilaandweboththanked

herfortonight.Hepromisedherawelldeserved

somethingforherefforts.Porscheleftandthen

therewerefour.

ItwasgettingratherlateandthankGodthe

journalistsleftsinceZeeandKelehateattention.I

justcan'tgetenoughofmybeautiful,Nubianqueen.

Idon'tevenwantthisnighttoend.I'mhopingshe

spendsthenightwithme,butIdon'twanttoask

andscareheroff.

Phila:"Foza(Brother),siyaekhayamanje(we're

goinghome).Niyezaorkanjani(Areyoutwo



comingwithorwhat)?"

BothZeeandPhilalookedatus.Ididn'tknowwhat

tosayhenceIdon'twantittoseemlikeI'mtaking

advantageofatipsywoman.BeforeIcouldanswer,

Kelebeatmetoit.

Kele:"Yes,we'recomingwithyou."

Ziyanda

Theword"Shocking"doesn'tdescribewhatcame

overmewhenKelesaidshe'scomingwithSbuto

ourhouse.Tjo(wow),Iguessquietgirlsarefullof

surprisesindeed.Sheseemedabittipsyformy

liking,butIguessshe'sabiggirl.SheandSbu

probablyhookupeverynowandthensowhoamI

tojudgeorinterfere?



Weleftthevenueinseparatecars.Philadroveus

inhisLamborghini,whileSbudrovebehindusinhis

BMW.WeleftKele'scarattheHotelasPhilasaid

Frankwouldcomefetchit.PoorFrank,though.I

haven'theardhimcomplain,Iguesshisservices

mustcomeataheftyprice.

WearrivedatourhouseandhonestlyIwasabit

tiredandIwasn'tinthemoodforsomecoffeeor

chitchat.IthoughtSbuandKelewouldchilland

talkintheloungeorsomething,buttheywent

straighttothebedroomSbuuseswhenhe'shere.

Keleman!Ihavetoaskheraboutthisthing

betweenherandSbutomorrowmorning.

PhilaandIgotinthebedroom.Iwipedoffmymake

upandIdoubtI'dwearanyagainaftertonight.It

seemslikesomuchtrouble.Ibrushedmyteeth

andgotintobed,thinkingPhilawouldletmerest

tonight,butno.NotwhileMkhontoisawake.He

kissedmeslowly,sopassionately.Thewayhewas



touchingmeitfeltlikeitwashiswayofapologizing

forearlytoday.Wemadesweetlovelikeitwasthe

lasttime.

Ontheothersideofthewall,Screamswerefilling

theroomandoverpoweringthewholehouse.Hehe,

InevertookKeleforascreamer,youknow.ButI

guessshe'sfullofsurprises.PhilaandIlaughed

outloudwhenweheardwhatwashappeninginthe

otherroom.Itwasabitawkward,butwemanaged

todozeoffafterawhile.

ChapterFourtyFour

Ziyanda

MorningcameandIfelttiredashell.Philakeptme

upallnight,nottomentionKelescreamingallnight.

AllIwantedtodowassleep,butIhadtogetupand

makesomefoodforourvisitors,butPhilahad

alreadybeatmetoit.He'salwaysbeenanearly



bird.Ihavenoideahowhedoesit.

He'swearingoneofhisgymoutfits.Oh,yes,I

forgottomentionhe'sgotanindoorgymheuses

fewtimesaweek.EvenSbujoinshimwhenhe's

here.Idon'tknowwhyhelikesitsomuchhere

sincehe'salsogotagyminhishouse.Iguess

Sharonmustbethatunbearabletolivewith.Igot

downstairswearingPhila'sshirtandleggings

underneath.Idon'twantSbutothinkI'mnota

properwifeforhistwinbrother.

Ifoundhimmakingsomeomelettes,pancakesand

somefruitsandyoghurtsonthetablewithsome

juiceandofcourse,someMimosas.IfIdidn'tknow

better,I'dsayPhilaisturningmeintoanalcoholic,

though.

Me:"Goodmorning,Babywami(Mybaby)".Ikissed

himonhislips.



Phila:"Morning,Sthandwasami(Mylove)."

Me:"Hawu,Phila,somuchfood,kodwa."

Phila:(Chuckling)"It'sacelebratorybreakfast,

Sthandwasami(Mylove).Sbuhasfinallyfoundthe

loveofhislife."

Me:"Yoh(Wow),baby.Ubazwileizoloebusuku(Did

youhearthemlastnight)?YessesuKeleuyarasa

(isnoisy)."

Phila:"Hayi,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Don'tgossip,

man."

Me:"Alright.SpeakingofKele,whereisSbu?"



Phila:"Ilefthiminthegym,hemustbeonhisway

outbynow."

Whilewewerechatting,Kelecamerunningdown

thestairsinlastnight'soutfitandherheelsinone

hand.

Phila:"Hawu,Kelebogile.Whereareyourushingoff

to?Ijustmadebreakfast."

Kele:"Sorryguys,Ireallyhavetogo."

Keleseemedreallypanickyandscared,whichis

highlyunusual.Justasshewasabouttorunout

thedoor,Sbucame.

Sbu:"Hawu,Kele,Thembalami(Myhope).Oyakae

(Whereareyougoing)?"



Kele:(Shaky)"I..I'msorry,Sbu.Thiswasamistake.

I'mreallysorry,butIhadtogo."

Asshewasabouttoturnbacktothedoor,she

accidentallydroppedherphoneandheels.She

droppedonthefloorandburstintotears.Sbuwas

abouttogotoherandholdher,butIofferedto

instead.Keleneedssomegirltalkrightnow.

Me:"Letme,Sbu.Kele,comewithme."

Wetookawalkoutsideandwenttositonthepatio,

leavingPhilaandSbuinthekitchen.Iwouldn't

wantSbueavesdroppingonourconversation.

MeanwhileKelewasshakingandstillintears.

Me:"Kele,keng,chomi(whatisit,friend)?Buale

nna(Talktome)."



Kele:"Zee,Ishouldn'thavedonewhatIdid.I

shouldn'thavesleptwithSbu.Ishouldn'thave

spentthenight."

Moretearsfelldownherface.I'veneverseenKele

sodistraughtbefore.Itbreaksmyheart.

Me:"Kele,whyareyoucryingandshakingsobadly?

IsitBrian?"

Shekeptquietforawhileandfinallynoddedin

distress.

Me:"Doeshehityou,Kele?"

Shelookedatmewithsomuchpaininhereyesand

criedevenfurther.Oh,myGod.NowonderKeleis

alwayssowithdrawn,thatfuckerbeatsherup.



Me:"Kele,howlonghasthisbeengoingon?"

Kele:"Forawhilenow.Prettymucheversincewe

gotmarried.Itgotworseoverthepastyear."

Wow.

Me:"DoeshehitThato?"

Shenoddedherheadinshame.Thatbastard.

Me:"Yoh,Kele.YouhavetotelluSbu."

Kele:"No,please!Pleasedon'ttellhimanything."

Me:"Okay,butatleastletmehelpyougetoutofthis

situation.Thisisobviouslynothealthyforyouand

it'smostdefinitelynothealthyforThato."



Kele:"Okay,butpromisemeyouwon'ttellSbu."

Thisisgoingtobeatoughone.

Me:"Ipromise.Nowwipethosetearsoff.You're

goingtomakeSbuholdyouhostage."

Shesmiledandchuckledalittlebitasshewiped

hertearsoffherface.

Me:"Hehe,lewenaKelewarockaman(yourock).

Whydidn'tyoutellusaboutyouandSbu?"

Kele:(Smiling)"Ag,chomi(friend).Iwantedtobe

surehe'stheone,youknow.ButafterIcaughthim

withSharoninbed,Ijustlosthope.Hetookmy

virginityandthenwhenIwasn'taroundhetookthe

firstchancehegottosleepwithher."



Oh,mypoorfriend.Somethingstillisn'trightabout

thisstory.

Me:"Ai,Sharonleena.I'llhavetosortherout.Don't

youworryaboutathing."

Kele:"Istillhavetogo."

Me:"Ican'tletyouleaveinthisstate,babe.Atleast

stayforbreakfast.Besides,Thatoiswithyourmom

fortheweekendandifBriancalls,I'llanswer.Oka

sefeSbumonateso(youcan'tgiveSbusuchanice

time)thenleavehimhanging."

Shelaughedoutloud.It'sgoodtoseeherdimpled

smileagain.

PhilaandSbucameoutofthehousewithallthe



foodtothePatio.IassumeSbupeepedandsawus

laughingandtookitasthegreenlight.Somuchfor

havingahousemadeoutofglass.

Philakissedmeonmycheekandplacedthefood

onthetable.Sbujustlookedsodepressed.Love

canmakeyoudofunnythings,hey.

Sbu:"Kele,mayIhaveawordwithyou,please?"

Kele:"Sure."

JustastheygotupPhila'sphonerang.Hespoke

brieflyandhungup.

Phila:"Thatwasthesecurityguard,Bafo.Sharon

ubangaiscene(iscausingascene)atthegate.You

needtohidenowbeforeshedrivesinhere.Zeeand

Iwillstallher."



KelestartedshakingagainandSbupulledherinto

thehouseandtheydisappearedofftowhoknows

where.

Me:"Hehe,Phila.Yourbrotherdoesn'tsleephome

andnowyouandIareatagteam?Aowayou'reon

yourown."

Phila:"ngiyakucela,Sthandwasami(I'mbeggingyou,

mylove).Ipromise,I'llmakeituptoyou."

Me:"Youbetter."

JustthensomeonecamedrivingintotheEstatein

highspeedinaBMWCoupe.Imassumingit's

Sharon.Shewalkedoutinablondeweave,with

hugeshadesandatackydesperatehousewives

floraloutfitholdingapinkbag,andapuppypug.

I'mstartingtothinkthisbitchwantstobewhite.



Shewalkedtowardsfuminginherpeeptoeblue

stilettos.

Phila:"Sawubona(Hello),Shaz.Ngingakusiza(CanI

helpyou)?"

Sharonstoodinfrontofuswithherpuginherarms,

whiletappingherfoot.Ijustcouldn'thelpbut

chuckleabit.

Sharon:"Ungazongihlanyisa(Don'tpissmeoff)

Phila!Iphiindodayami(Where'smyman)?"

Me:"Hawu,Sharon.DowelooklikeSbu'skeepers?"

Sharon:(fuming)"Yey,wena,youdumbfuck,wasI

talkingtoyou?"



Phila:"Sharon!You'llnottalktomywifelikethat,

uyangizwa(doyouhearme)?!"

Sharon:"Don'tfuckwithme,Phila.IknowSbuis

here.Hiscaristhenoutside!"

Yoh.Menarestupid.Couldn'thejusthidehisdamn

carinthegarage?!

Phila:"Yeywena,Sharon.Ngithe(Isaid)Sbuisn't

here."

Sharonlostallcontrolofherself.Sheletherpuggo

onthefloor,reachedforherbagandtookoutagun

andpointeditatus.

Sharon:"SinceallofyouthinkI'manidiot,perhaps

thiswillgetyoutalking!Now,onelasttime:Where



thefuckisSbu?!"

ThenextthingIsawPhila'sgunmenwere

surroundinguswithdifferentkindsofguns.Phila

warnedSharonnottodoanythingstupid,but

Sharonwassoangry,shetookastepfurther.Next

thingallIheardwastwogunshotsgoingoffone

aftertheother.

ChapterFourtyFive

Phila

Sharondecidedtocomehereforashitfestand

noweverythingisafuckingmess.Shetriedto

shootZee,butIquicklyjumpedinfrontofher.Asa

result,sheshotmeinthearm.WhileBlazertook

theshotandwoundedSharonimtheshoulder.Sbu

andKelecamerunningoutandfoundusbothon

thefloorwithbloodeverywhereonthefloor.



Itwasn'tmyfirsttimebeingshot,butforZeetosee

thatjustpissesmeoff.Sharonhastogo.Sbuhas

toputhisbitchonatightleash,otherwiseuzofalo

msunu(Thisassholewilldie).

Ziyanda:"Oh,myGod!Sharon!Whathaveyou

done?!"

SharonlookedatSbuandsawKelenexttohimand

wailedimmediately.

Sharon:(cryinghysterically)"Lookwhatyoumade

medo,Sbu!Ismyloveforyounotenoughfor

you?!"

Seeinghersobrokenmademeabitsad.Ithurts

lovingamanwhoreallydoesn'tloveyouback,no

matterwhatyoudo.Keleontheotherhandwas

cryingandSbuwasatcrossroads.Mygunmen

werestandingbybutItoldthemtododamage



controlbeforecopscomerushinginhere.Ineedto

getourinhousedoctor,Draketocomesortusout

beforethisbitchbleedstodeathonmyfloor.

IcalledFranktobringKele'scaroverheresoshe

couldgohome.Sbuwantedtodriveher,butshe

assuredusthatshewouldbeokay.Zeehelpedme

getuoeventhoughIwasn'tinmuchpain.Sharon

ontheotherhandkeptscreamingmuchtoour

annoyance.Ithinkshe'sfakingit,butheywhoamI?

AssoonasKeleleft,Drakewalkedinwithhis

medicalkit.Drake,ismyhighschoolfriend.Weall

callhimDrakesincehelooksliketherealdrake,but

hisrealnameisThabiso.Hefollowedhispassion

formedicine,soweusehimforanymedical

attentionweneed.Andyes,itcomesatapricejust

likeeverythingelse.

SincewellSharonwasscreaminglikeadamnbitch

andbleedingonmywhitecouch,IaskedDraketo



attendtoherfirst.

Sharon:(Sniffing)"Sbu,SbusisoLethukuthula

Zwane!Doyouseewhatyoumademedo?Allthis

isyourfault!Allofit!Ifyouhadjustcomehome

insteadofgoinghomewiththatwhoreIwouldn't

havedonethis!"

Zeewasgettingseriouslyirritated.

Zee:"Sharon,voetsek(pissoff),man!Sbumakeher

shutup,please!Mymanisbleedingouthereand

you'resayingthisisallSbu'sfault?!Uyagula

(You'resick)wenashame."

Sharon:"Hayi,naweMafikizolouyadina(Youjust

cameyesterdayandalreadyyou'retiring).Who

saidheshouldtryandbeahero?!Iwastryingto

shootyou!Iknowyou'retheonewhoputhimupto

this!Keleisyourfriendafterall!"



Sbu:(Fuming)"Sharonfokofman!Sincewhendo

youactlikeadesperatebitchfollowingmearound

andshootingpeople,heh(huh)?!"

Sharon:"Sbusiso!You'llnottalktomelikethat!I'm

yourwife!"

Sbu:"Yazini(Youknowwhat)?Whoarewefooling

here?Webothknowthatithasn'tbeenworking

betweenusforyears,Sharon.Idon'tloveyou,I

neverdid.Iwantadivorce."

Yoh,Sbujustdecidestodropahugebombshellon

allofus.

Sharon:"Youdon'tmeanthat,Sbu.Youknowyou

loveme,please."



Sbu:"Eh,Drake.Pleasegivehersomethingtomake

hershutthefuckupandsleepthroughoutthe

night."

Withthatsaidhetooksomewhiskeyandpoured

himselfsomeandwenroutside.

Gog'Khanyi

It'sbeenawhilesinceI'veheardfromZodwa.I

can'tevenkillherbecauseFlorahsaysmyhands

willbetaintedifIdo.Noneofuscankillhermxm.

FlorahsaysthatZodwa'sdeathiscomingsoon,we

justneedtobepatient.

Thepersonwhoismeanttokillherisonewho

comesfromherwomb.Whateverthehellthat

means.Itcan'tbeLunga,becausesheconfirmed

thatit'snothim.Frommyknowledgeallherkids

diedandLunga'stheonlyoneleft,butwhoamIto



arguewiththeGods?

AnywayFlorahhasgonetochurchtohelpoutsome

peopleai.Shegoestochurchalmosteveryday.

Yohhai.I'msogladshe'snothometoday,itgives

metimetoenjoymynewBen10ToyBoyTony.

Yes,we'vebeenfucking.ALOT.Hekeptmaking

passesatmeandonedayIjustgaveintotestthe

watersandmygoodness!I'veneverhadmind

blowingsexlikethatbefore!Notevenmyuseless

deadhusbandwouldfuckmybrainsoutlikethat!

Tonyisabitontheskinnyside,butIloveaman

whocanworkmycurvesoutlikehedoes!Ihadjust

quicklywenttothekitchentogetussomeice.

Watchingallthispornhastaughtmeafewtricks.I

haven'thadsexintenyears!Ireliedonmy

vibrators,butthankGodforTonyI'mnotgoingback

thereanytimesoon.

Igotbackintomybedroomandfoundhimlying



naked,face-uponmybedwithhishuge,longdick

standingup.Herubbeditgentlyashesawme.I

tookoffmyrobesinceIwasnakedunderneathand

gotontopofthebedwiththebowloficeinmyone

hand.Istrokedhispenisgentlyandputanicecube

onhispenis,strokingitatthesametime.

Tony:(Moaning)"Yesses,Gog'G!Onketsangmara

(Whatareyoudoingtome)?"

Iputoneicecubeinmymouthandsuckedonhis

peniswhileatit.ThemorehemoanedthefasterI

got.

Tony:"Yoh,nnammaweh(Ohmygoodness)!Neo

lekaebophelobakabohle(Wherehaveyoubeen

allmylife)!"

HeturnedmeoversoIcouldlieonmybackand

kissedmesopassionately.InallmylifeI'venever



beenkissedsogood.It'snicebeingaliveinthe

21stCentury.ThanktheLordforsavingmeto

witnessthismoment.Hewentdowntosuckmy

breasts.ImighthavegivenbirthtoNomsa,butmy

breastsarestillperkyasateenager.I'mabig

woman,abitsmallerthanZee,butwe'rebothbusty

andcurvy.Hetravelledhislipsdowntomynavel,

lickingmeallthewaytomypussy.

Gog'Khany:"Oh,Nkosiyami(Oh,myGod)!Mfana

wamiuyay'shayaintoyakho(Youknowyour

business)!Whooo!Monantweo(Lickthatthing)!

Eatit!Keyagaokaofela(It'sallyours)!!!"

Hecamebackupandkissedme.Itfeelssogood

totastemyowncum.Oh,Lord,pleasedon'ttake

menow.Ihavealottolivefor!Heputona

condomandinsertedhimselfinme.Oh,Ican'tget

enoughofthispleasure.IfIwasstupidlikeNomsa

IwouldgivethisboyallmymoneyI'mtellingyou.



Gog'Khanyi:(Moaning)"Oh,uh,Tony!Shit!Fuckme!

Takemerightnow!I'mallyours!"

Tony:"Mpotseonyakakegodireng,Gog'G(Tellme

whatyouwantmetodotoyou,Gog'G).Omfa

monatesan(Yougiveittomerealgood)."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ngiifunayonkelentoyakho(Iwantall

ofyourdick).Iwantyoutofuckme."

Tony:"Obatlakegonyobe,babyG(Youwantmeto

fuckyou,babyG)?EreTonyagofemonatesan

(LetTonygiveyouanicetime)."

JustasIwasabouttoreleaseIheardaloudbang

onthedoor.Fokman!Who'sthispersondisturbing

meatthistimeiftheday?!

Gog'Khanyi:"Tony,skatloga,man(don'tgetoff).



Felletsahle(Finishup)."

Luckilywewerebothnearingourclimax.Hewent

fasterandfasterandwebothcameatthesame

time.

Tony:"Fok,magogo(Fuck,granny).Wadibusa,

yesses(Yourock,damn)!Lemediyakagaemfe

monateso(Notevenmyowngirlfriendgivesitto

methisgood)."

Ismiled.IguessIstillrockafteralltheseyears.

Thankstopussypower.Igotupandgordressed

quickly.

Tony:"Oyawaar(Whereareyougoing)?Gare

shaperoundtwo(Let'sgoforroundtwo)."

Gog'Khanyi:"Hayi,manTony.Getdressed.



Someoneisbangingdownmydoor.Youneedto

leaveasap."

WhatIloveaboutTonyisthathestillrespectsme

outsidethebedroom.Hequicklygotdressedand

gavemeapeckonmycheekbeforeweleftmy

bedroom.Asweapproachedthekitchendoor

Florahopenedthedoor.

Florah:"Hawu,Khanyisa.uNomsahasbeen

knockingforovertenminutes.Whybeungavuli

(weren'tyouopening)?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Hayi,man.Iwasstillbusytakingcare

ofsomebusiness.Iwasestudy(inthestudy)and

youknowhowfarthatisfromthekitchen."

Florahopenedhereyeswidelybeforesheasked

andpointedatTony'spants.



Florah:"ManjeMfanawami(So,myboy),whyis

yourzipnotclosedproperly?"

Yoh!uFlorahuyaphapha(Florahisnosy)man.

ChapterFourtySix

Gog'Khanyi

Eish,Florahjusthadtoburstmybubbleand

embarrassTonylikethat.Ididn'tevenbother

answeringher,insteadIjusttoldmyToy-Boyto

leave.IletNomsaandFlorahinandasusual,

Nomsawascrying.Ai,Seng'khatheleukudlalauDr.

Philmanje(I'msotiredofplayingDr.Philnow).

Thesetwowanttodampermymoodafterthathot

sessionwithTony.Iwenttothekitchenandgot

Twoglassesandabottleofredwine,andorange

juiceforFlorah.

Iwalkedintotheloungeandshejustgavemea



weirdlook.

Gog'Khanyi:"Yini,manje,Mngani(Whatisitnow,

friend)?"

Mam'Masango:"Janeh,Jesusiscomingsoon.

Wenaseulalanabafana,Khanyisa(You'resleeping

withsmallboysnow,Khanyisa)?"

Gog'Khanyi:(Chuckling)"Youwouldn'tcallhim

smallifyousawwhat'sinbetweenhisthighs."

FlorahandIburstoutinlaughter.

Mam'Masango:"Hehe.Thedaythatgirlfriendofhis

comesforyou,uzonya(you'llshityourself)I'm

tellingyou."



Gog'Khanyi:(laughing)"Maseuthukana(Whenyou

startswearing)Iknowyou'reserious."

Mam'Masango:"She'sunstablethatone.Iguess

what'sbetweenhislegsmustbeprettyaddictive."

WeburstoutinlaughteragainandNomsastarted

cryingagain.Irollwdmyeyes.

Gog'Khanyi:"Oh,Nkosiyami(MyGod).YiniManje,

Nomsa(Whatisitnow,Nomsa).Seukhalelani

(Whyareyoucrying)?"

Nomsa:(Sniffing)"It'sKhaya,man.Zodwacalled

himandtoldhimeverythingregardinguZee.He

didn'tevenseembothered.Hesaysheknewall

along,hewasjustwaitingformetotellhim.He

justpackedhisbagsandleft,ma.Hesaidhe'sin

lovewithanotherwoman,mycousin,Shirley,man!

Hesayshedoesn'tevenseeareasonwhyhe



shouldhangontothismarriage.Hecalledmwa

failure.SayingIgavebirthtoajunkieandabastard

child.HesaidIcankeepthehouseandthecarsand

50%ofwhatweownandthatIshouldn'teventryto

contestthedivorceashe'shappy.Imagine,ma!

Afterallwe'vebeenthroughhejustpacksupand

leaves!"

Itookasipofmywine,whileFlorahshookherhead

drinkingherjuice.

Gog'Khanyi:"Seucedile(Areyoudone)."

Nomsa:"But,ma.Youdon'tunderstand..."

Gog'Khanyi:"Yey,yey,yey,Nomsa!Ungazo

ngitshelaamasimbawezwa(Don'ttellmeshit,you

hearme)?!Uzelanakwamiukukhalelaidotiye

ndoda(Youcameallthiswaytomyhousetocryfor

arubbishofaman)?!Lalelalana(Listenhere)and



youbetterlistengoodbecauseIhaterepeating

myself:Youdon'tneedthatasshole,man.He

practicallygaveyoueverythingonasilverplatter!

Manjewenaukhalelani(whyareyoucrying)?!

Ukhalelaipipiyok'swhabana(Areyoucryingfora

wrinkleddick?!"

Florahcouldn'thelpbutlaughoutloud.

Gog'Khanyi:"WherewasKhayawhenyougavebirth

tomygrandkids?Wherewashewhentheyhad

schoolmeetingsandsportpractise?Wherewashe

whenhiskidsneededhimmost?Whileyouwere

busywithmani'sandpedi's,hewasawaydoing

whoknowswhat!WhenThatostarteddoingdrugs

asanescapebecausebothparentswereabsent,he

wasnowheretobefound.WhenZeewasgoing

throughthemostneitherofyouwerethere!So

please,I'vehadenoughoftears,bakithi(For

goodnesssake)!"



Nomsa:(Deepsigh)"Yebo(Yes),Ihearyou,ma."

Gog'Khanyi:"Good.Nowyou'regoingtowipeoff

thosetears,andfixyourdamnlife,man.You'rea

beautifulwomanwhohasmadeplentyofstupid

choices,butit'snottoolate.NotwhileI'malive.

We'regoingtoseemylawyerandgetyourdivorce

finalizedtomorrow.Fromtherewe'regoingtosee

Zeeandyou'dbettertellherthetruth.Yesses,niya

khatazaman(you'reexhausting).Youneedtowork

onthisshitofyoucryingwhenshitgetsreal!"

Florah:"Ai,Khanyisa,nawe."

Gog'Khanyi:"Nowphuzalewinebeforeishisa(Drink

thatwinebeforeitgetswarm)."

TwodaysLater



Ziyanda

Itsbeentwodayssincethewholeincident.Imust

sayI'veneverbeensoscaredinmyentirelife!

Seeingagunpointedatmewasjustroughashell.I

haven'tbeenabletosleepwellforthepasttwo

nightsandPhilakeepssayinghe'sgettingbetter.

He'swearingashoulderslingnow,soitseemsasif

hisshoulderisgettingbetter.

Sharonontheotherhand,hasbeenashittymess.

SbuhasbeenstayingherewithusandIdon'tmind

atall.Sharonhasbeencallinghimnonstop

blowinguphisphonewithover50missedcallsand

textsaday.She'sbeeninhospitaleversincethe

shooting.

Apparentlythebulletbrokehercollarbonesoshe

hastostayinhospitalforawhile.Igetthefeeling

SbuaskedDraketoputherthereforlongerfor

peaceofmind.Ihaven'tgonetoworkintwodays



andneitherhasPhila,undermystrictinstructions.

IexplainedeverythingtoPorscheandasusual,she

wantsallthegoreydetails.She'scomingoverfor

dinnerlateronandsinceKelehasbeenworkingfor

Phila,we'regoingtoseemoreofhernow.

Sbuontheotherhandhasbeenarealmess.He

hardlyshowers,allhe'sbeendoingforthesepast

fewdaysismopearoundandaskaboutKelesince

she'sbeenignoringhim.Iwouldalsoignorehimif

hiswifeshowedupwithagun.

AnywayIwalkedtowardstheloungetoaskthem

whattheywouldlikemetopreparefordinner.Phila

ischillingwithhisslingandsomebeerinhisother

hand,watchingsomesoccer.Sbualsohasabeer

inhisonehandbuthisphoneintheother.He

keepscheckinghisphoneevertwosecondstosee

ifamessagefromKelemightpopup.Shameman.



Me:"Whatwouldyouboyslikefordinner?"

Phila:"Anything,babe.Aslongasit'smadebyyou."

Hegavemeasmile,butSbujustsatthere.AsI

wasabouttowalkbacktothekitchen,Sbucame

runningafterme.

Sbu:"Zee,waitup.Whenlastdidyouspeakto

Kele?"

Me:"Lastnight.Why?"

Sbu:"Comeon,Zee.Youknowshe'sbeenignoring

me.Atleastcallhernowandaskhertocomefor

dinner,please,I'mbeggingyou."

Me:(Deepsigh)"Okay,I'mnotpromisinganything,

butletmetry."IdialedKeleanditrangacoupleof



timesbeforesheanswered.

Kele:"Hey,Zee.What'sup?"

Sbu:(Whispering)"Putheronspeaker."

Iputheronspeakerandrolledmyeyesinthe

process.

Me:"Ag,nothingmuchhey."

Kele:"How'sPhiladoing?"

Me:"He'sgettingbetter,hey.Howareyoudoing?"

Kele:"I'mokayIguess."



Me:"So,listen.I'mhostingdinnertonight.Wanna

join?It'sjustyou,PorscheandI."

Kele:"Idon'tknowZee.WillSbubethere?"

Sbulookedatmeandsignaledano,shakinghis

head.

Me:"No,hewon'tbehere.Doyouwanthimhere?"

Kele:"Honestly,no.NotafterwhatSharonsentme."

Me:"What?Whatdidshedothistime?"

Kele:"Uh,nothing.ForgetIsaidanything.Okay,I'll

comeby.Seeyoulaterthen."

Shehungup.Yoh,Sharondoesn'tgiveup.Shehas



seriouslygonepsycho.Alothashappenedthis

week.SomuchhashappenedthatIevenforgot

aboutNatasha'smessage.Ididn'tevenconfrontor

askPhilaaboutitandhedidn'tmentionanything.I

guessIreallydohavenothingtoworryabout.Just

asIwasthinking,Sbugrabbedhiskeysandwalked

tothedoor.

Me:"Sbu!Uyaphi(Whereareyougoing)?!"

Sbu:"ToseethatbitchSharon."

Hebangedthedooronhiswayout.I'vehonestly

hadenoughofdramaforonelifetime.

Sbu

Idrovetothehospitalinhighspeed.I'msosick

andtiredofSharontryingtocontrolmelikeI'mone



ofherkids!Wherethefuckdoesshegettheballs

tothreatenKele?!Istormedintothehospital,not

givingaflyingfuckaboutvisitinghours.Iwent

straightintoherprivateward.

Sharon:"Hey,baby.Iwashopingyoumightcome."

Ididn'tevenwaitanyfurther.Iclosedthedoorand

wentstraightforherthroat.

Sbu:"Yazi(Youknow)wenaSharon,ung'jwaela

amasimba(You'refullofshit).Youthinkyoucan

justthreatenKeleandgetawaywithit?!Idon'tlove

you!Idon'tfuckingloveyou,sfebendini(you

wore)!Thesooneryougetthatintoyourheadthe

better!IfIever,Imeaneverfindoutyoueven

breathedawordtoKeleagain,uzonya(you'llshit

yourself),uyangizwa(youhearme)?!I'llfuckyou

upsobadlyforgettingyou'rethemotherofmy

kids!"



Iletgoofherthroatandshecoughedbreathlessly.

Sharon:"Sbu,please.I'msorry.I'lldoanything,just

don'tleaveme.Ifyouwanttomakeheryour

secondwifeI'llagree,justpleasedon'tleaveme."

Ilookedatherindisgustandslammedthedoorand

left.

Ziyanda

Itwas6pmalreadyandasusualPorscheis

punctual.Sbucamebackanhouragolooking

furious.PhilaandIdidn'tbothertoaskhimwhat

wasupsowejustlethimbe.Atleasthewentto

takeashower.Onepositivethingcameoutofhis

visittoSharontoday.PorscheandKelewalkedin

andasalways,Porschebroughtusanicebottleof

wine,Chardonnaythistime.



KelehelpedPorschesetthetable,whileIwentto

callSbuandPhilafromthelounge.Thingswereso

awkwardatfirstbecauseIhadliedtoKeleandtold

herSbuwasn'tgoingtobehere.

Kele:"Ithoughthewasn'tgoingtobehere.I'm

leaving."

Sbu:"Kelewait.Pleasedon'tleave,I'mbegging

you."

Andthenthesoapiecontinues.

Kele:"Ican'tbehere.Ican't.Sharon..."

Sbu:"I'mdivorcingherforyou,Kele.Pleasedon't

leaveme,I'mbeggingyou.I'lldoanything."



Heevenwentdownonbothknees.Wow.He'son

thefloorinhisGStarRAWjeans.Thesemenhave

athingforexpensivejeans.

Kele:(hesitantly)"I..Ican'tpromiseyouanything,

Sbu."

Sbu:"Justgivemeyourtimetonight,please.I

promiseyouIwon'tletanyonehurtyou."

Kele:"Okay".

Theycametojoinusatthetable.

Porsche:"Janeh.GomonategojolagaZwane(It's

sonicetodateoneoftheZwanes).Bannabateng

banorapelabarapetse(Themenwillbegyoutill

kingdomcome)."



Wealllaughedoutloud.WesaidGraceandstarted

eating.

Phila:"So,Kele,howisitgoingatthecompany?Are

yousettlinginalright?"

Kele:"Oh,yes.Thankyousomuchforthe

opportunityonceagain,hey.I'menjoyingitsofar

andtheapartmentandcompanycar.Mysonjust

lovesthebigbedroomhehasnow."

Foraverysmartgirl,Kelewassurelystupidto

marryaguylikeBrian.Heneverworked-everandI

knowCharteredAccountantsearnadecentamount

ofmoney.WhatIcan'tunderstandisthatshe

doesn'townahouseofherownafterworkingforso

long.ThisBrianguymustbechowinghermoney.

Probablybeatingherupforit.Ididn'teventellPhila

orSbuaboutthat.Ican'tbetrayherlikethat.



Kelewaswearingascarfaroundherneckwithher

worksuiton.WhatIcantunderstandiswhyshe

doesn'tatleasttakeoffherjacketsinceitssuper

hot.Shewasevenstartingtosweat.

Sbu:"Kele,Thembalami(Myhope).Whydon'tyou

takeoffyourjacket?Itseemslikeyou'regetting

reallyhot."

Kelestartedtobecomereallyuncomfortable.

Kele:"No...I..I'mfine.I'mabitchillyanyway."

(Wipingthesweatoffherforehead)

Porsche:"Aowa(no),man,Kele.Bonaorotha

sethithobjang(Lookhowyou'redrippingofsweat).

Tlabesaweladijo(Yoursweatwillfallintothe

food)."



JustasPorschewasabouttotouchherscarf,Kele

stoodupandmadeascene.

Kele:"Isaidleaveitnowfuckingdropit!"

Wewereallsoshocked.Thisabuseshitwasmuch

deeperthanIthought.

Porsche:"Eh."

Sbunoticedshewasuneasyandkeptwondering

whyshewasapprehensiveabouttakingoffher

jacketandremovingherscarffromherneck.

Thosearesignsofabuse.Ithinkhenoticedittoo.

Sbu:(Standingup)"Kele,takeoffthatjacket."



Kele:"No!Youcan'ttellmewhattodo,Sbu!"

Sbu:"Kele,ifyoudon'tremovethatjacketandshow

mewhatthatfuckerdidtoyou,I'llripthatjacketoff

ofyoumyself."

Sbuwassoserious.He'salwaysmakingjokesand

laughing,I'veneverseenhimsoangry.

Kele:(pleading)"Please,pleasedon'tmakemedo

this,Sbu.I'mbeggingyou.He'llkillmeifhefinds

outItoldanyone."

Sbudidn'twaisttimeandwentclosertoKele,but

insteadshegotfrightenedandsteppedback.All

thiswhilewe'rewatchingthemlikeasoapiebeing

unfolded.

Sbu:(Softly)"Iwon'thurtyou,Kele.Icouldnever



layahandonyou."

Kelelookeddowninshamewithtearsstreaming

downherfaceandremovedherjacketfirst.

PorscheandIgaspedinseriousshock,whilePhila

andSbuhadtheirfistsandjawsclenched.She

removedherscarfnextandwegaspedevenfurther.

Justaswhenwethoughtshewasdone,she

removedhertopnext.Thereweresomanybruises

withdifferentcoloursonherneck,armsandbelly.

Thiswholeprocessmustfeelreallydaunting

becauseshecriedsohard.PorscheandIhugged

herwhileSbujustcompletelylostit.Hestarted

throwingthingsaroundleavingusladiessoscared.

ItookKeleandPorschetothestudysinceit'scloser

tothekitchen,whilePhilapinnedSbutothewall

withhisonearm,forcinghimtocalmdown.

PorscheandIwerealsointearsImeannoone

wantstoseeafriendbrokenlikethatallbecauseof

amanshedevotedherlifeto.



JustwhenIthoughtthisnightcouldn'tgetany

worse,oneofPhila'sgunmencametowardsme

withanenvelope.IlookedupandsawitwasBlazer.

Blazer:"Firstlady,acourierdroppedthisoff."

Hegavemetheenvelopeandheleft.

Iopeneditandmymouthwentopenvoluntarily.It

wascourtsummonswhichreadasfollows:These

papersproveasasummonstothecourtforchils

maintenanceduetoappearon20March2020.

Plaintiff:NatashaMothupi,Defendant:PhilaZwane.

TadpoleNatashahasgonetoofar.Thisiswar,

bitch.

ChapterFourtySeven

Ziyanda



Ifeellikediggingahugeholeandjuststayingthere

forever.It'sblowafterblowwheneveryou'rein

Phila'slifeIguess.Sbuisamess,Keleisinamess

andnowI'mhonestlyjustpissed.IfPhilareally

doesn'thaveasonwithtadpoleNatashathenwhy

isshesummoninghimtocourt?

PorschehelpedmecoverKele.Sheisinnostateto

drivehomeandwejustcan'tallowhertogoback

hometothatasshole.Wetookherupstairstothe

bedroomshewasinwithSbutheothernight.

BeforewegotupthestairsIsawSbulookingdown

cryingwithPhilanexttohimatthedinnertable.I

didn'tevensayaword,Ijusttossedthepapers

alongwiththeenvelopedtoPhilaandwentupstairs

withPorscheandKele.PorscheandIgotKelein

bed.Shewasinsuchastate,Ihadtogivehera

sedative.

Porsche:"Yoh!Chomi!Briankempyaman(Brianis

adog)!WhywouldhebeatKeletoapulplikethis?



Judgingbyallthesebruises,thishasbeen

happeningforawhile."

Ididn'tsayanythingnorreacttoherstatement.

Porsche:(Clappinghands)"Heh!Ziyanda!Neo

tsebakatabae(Didyouknowaboutthis)?"

Me:"WarasahlePorsche(You'remakingnoise,

Porsche).OtlabewatsosaKele(You'llwakeKele)."

Porsche:"Hehwena!Skandochaman(Don'tavoid

me).She'ssoundasleep.Thosepillsknockedher

out.HowcouldyounottellusorevenSbuwhen

shetoldyou,Zee?!"

Me:"Shebeggedmenotto.Icouldn'tbreakher

trustlikethat,Porsche."



Porsche:"Tjo,ngwanyana(wow,girl).Otletse

mehlolo(You'refullofsurprises).Erennake

tsamayepeledipitsadifofakantlong(Letmeleave

beforepotsstartflyingalloverthehouse).Callme

ifyouneedme."

ShehuggedmeandgreetedSbuandPhilagoodbye.

AtleastSbuwascleaningupthemesshemade.

Philawasinfuriated.MustbefromthepapersI

tossedathim.Iwenttoourbedroomandhecame

inmomentsafter.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).

Ikeptquietanddidn'tsayanything.

Phila:"Oh,soisthishowit'sgoingtobenow,Zee?

WhatdidItellyouaboutcommunication?"



Zee:"I'mallears,Nkosenye."

Phila:"Idon'tknowanythingaboutachild,Ziyanda.

Ifshehadone,itmostdefinitelyisn'tmine."

Ikeptquietandtearsstreameddownmyface.

Philatookoffhisshoulderslingandgotonthebed.

Me:"You'llhurtyourself."

Phila:"It'sjustminorpain,Sthandwasami(Mylove).

Look,I'llgetSbutogetontopofthis.Iswear,she's

lyingandI'llproveittoyou."

Me:"Don'tbotherSburightnow.He'sgotsomuch

goingonwithKeleandall.Please,baby."

Phila:"Okay."



Ican'tgetmymindoffKelerightnow.Myproblems

seemsmallcomparedtohers.Brianbrokeher,

physicallyandmentally.It'samazinghowshe

managedtoputupabravefaceeachandeveryday.

Me:"Ihavesomethingtotellyou."

Helookedatmepuzzled.

Me:"TheothernightKeleslepthereshetoldme

BrianbeatsherupandsometimeshehitsThato."

Phila:"Kodwa(But)Ziyanda!Whydidn'tyousay

anything??"

Me:"I'msorry.Iwaspeotextingafriendandher

secret."



Phila:"It'sokay.Let'ssleep.We'lldealwithitsome

othertime."

Hekissedmycheekandwedozedoffafterashort

while.

Sbu

Iwentintothebedroomafterashortwhileofsitting

aloneandthinkinginthedark.Seeingthose

bruisesonKele'sbodyjustmademegocrazy.

ThankGodThatoiswithKele'smother.I'llmake

surethatshitfaceisthrownoutoftheapartmentby

tomorrowmorning.

I'llbedamnedifshegoesbacktothatfuck.Looking

atKelenow,Idon'tloveheranydifferently.Ilove

herevenmorenowthatIsawherinsucha

vulnerablestate.I'llmakesureI'llsorthimout.



Nobodymesseswithmylovedonesandgetsaway

withit.Igotinbedandheldherclosetomychest.

Idozedoffafewminutesafterwards.

Ziyanda

ThemorningcameandIgotupextraearlyandfora

changeIleftPhilasleeping.Iwentdownstairsto

makesomebreakfastsincethelastbreakfastwas

ruined.Imademorethanenoughandtooksometo

thegunmenoutside.Theyguardourlivessoit's

onlyfairthattheygetachancetoeat.Atleastthey

don'twalkaroundwithguns24/7.Theydogetto

resteverynowandthen.Myfriendsdon'tevenget

scaredbythemanymore.

AsIsetthetable,Philacamewalkingdown.

Me:(Smiling)"Morning,Babywami(mybaby).

Takeaseat.Breakfastisserved."



Phila:"Hehe,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Don'tthink

you'lltakeawaymyearlybirdcrownfromme."

Ilaughedsoftly.Inoticedheisn'twearinghissling.

Me:"Hawu,Phila.Where'sthesling?"

Phila:"Idon'tneeditanymore,Sthandasami(My

love).I'mhealed,look."

Hetwistedhisarmandswungitbackandforth.

Perhapsheishealed.Iguessbulletsdon'tdoshit

totheZwanemen.

JustthenKelewalkeddownthestairswithoutSbu.

Me:"Goodmorning,babe.Sit.Imadebreakfast."



Shestilllookedabitashamed.Sheshouldn'teven

be.Briandeservestobeinashithole.

Kele:(Lookingdown)"Thankyou."

IthinkPhilanoticedhowuncomfortableKelewas

andhedecidedtoleaveusandgositonthepatio

andeatwithhisgunmen.

Me:"Howareyoureally,chomi(friend)?"

Kele:(teary-eyed)"I'mtrying,hey.I'mreallysorry

,Zee.Ididn'tmeantotroubleyouwithmy

problemslikethis."

Me:(holdingherhand)"Hey.Don'tbelikethat.I'm

hereforyou,we'reallhereforyou.Youjustfocus

ongettingbetterandtrustSbu,please.Ican



organizeyousomesessionswithmypyschologist.

She'shelpedmeagreatdeal."

Kele:"I'dappreciatethat,Zee.Thankyousomuch."

Me:"It'sapleasure."

JustaswewereabouttofinisheatingIsawGogo's

cardrivinginandparkinginourdriveway.Why

wouldshecomehereunanounced?Shelookslike

she'sherewithMam'Masango.Justthenanother

passangerdooropenedfrombehindandmy

mothercameout.Myheartstartedbeatingfaster

andIfeltlikeIwaslosingmybreath.Whywould

shecomeherewithher?!

Philacamerushinginbeforetheywalkedin.Ithink

henoticedthatthiscouldgetprettyuglysincemy

momnevervisitsme.



Keledecidedtofinishherfoodinherbedroom.

Gogo,Mam'MasangoandMymotherwalkedin.

Gog'Khanyi:"Sawubona(Goodmorning),Ziyanda

mybaby.Unjani(Howareyou)?"

Philaheldmebymywaist.

Me:"Ngiyaphila,Gogo(I'mwell,Gogo).Nibekwa

yinila(Whatbringsyouhere)?"

Nomsa:"Sawubona(Hello),Zee."

Mylipsfailedtorespond.Mymomhasneverinthe

25yearsI'vebeenonthisearthhumbledherselflike

thisbeforeme-ever.Maybeshe'sdyingofcancer

orsomething.I'velongedtoseeherlikethis,allI've

everwantedfromherwastobenicetome.



Andnowthatshefinallyis,I'mheartbrokeninstead

ofangry.Ijustletthetearsflowdownmyface.

Shewasalsocrying.Icouldn'tunderstandwhat

wasgoingon.Shejusthuggedmeoutofnowhere

andwebothsobbedineachother'sarms.

Phila,GogoandMam'Masangowereallquiet.I

thinktheyrealizedjusthowdeepthismomentwas,

forallofus.I'veneverfeltthewarmthofmy

mother'sarms.Thandowastheonewhoreceived

allherloveandwarmhugs.

Nowthatthismomentisfinallyhere,itjustbrings

metotears.ThinkingofallthosetimesIwashurt

andindeeppain,comingfromschoolcryingmy

eyeballsoutafterbeingcalledafatfuck.

Ijustneededtohearmymother'ssoothingwords,

Ineededahugfromhertellingmethatitwouldall

beokay.ThattimeIwasinhospitalafterbeing

beatentoshitbyLunga,Ineededhertocomfortme



andtellmeshewoulddealwithhim.Allthatnever

cameuntilnow.Isittoolate?

ChapterFourtyEight

Ziyanda

Aftercryingineachother'sarmsforaboutten

minutes,butfeltlikeeternity,thefiveofussatdown

atthedinnertable.Mam'Masangoclearedthetable

andcamebacktositwithus.

Gog'Khanyi:"Mntwanawami(Mychild),uNomsa

hasalottotellyou.Sopleasejustallowhertotell

youeverythingandwhyshedidwhatshedid."

Inoddedincompliance.

Mymotherstartedtellingeverythingfromher

relationshipwithmybiologicalfather,Bonginkosi



Gumede.Apparentlyhe'saprinceandnextinline

tothethrone.SoI'mroyalnow?Wow.Howweird

islife?OneminuteIwasbeingcalledafatpigand

nowIfindoutI'mthedaughterofavillagePrince?!

Shewentontoexplainwhyshetreatedmetheway

shedid.Ithurtsalottoreliveallthosetimes,butit

makesmefeelsomuchbetterthatmymother

doesn'thateme.Itwon'tbeeasytoforget,butI

wouldreallylovetohavearelationshipwithher.

Sheapologizedamilliontimesandtoldmethatshe

andmy"dad"Khayaarenowofficiallydivorced.

ThismakesmethinkofPorsche'ssituationwithher

ownmother.Hermotherwasanabusivedrunk

prettymuchallherlife.Porschewouldgetbeatings

fornoreason,yetshestrivedtobeanAstudentand

madeittoUniversity.

She'salwaysbeenaveryintelligentgirl.Shenever

gaveuponhermother.Andnow,hermomhasn't



touchedalcoholinsicyears.Theirrelationshipis

sostrong,you'dswearshewasn'tabusingtheshit

outofherbackintheday.She'sbeenthroughway

worsethanIhavewithhermom,butshe'sgrateful

forachanceshegottomakeupwithher.

Sheboughtheranicehouseinthesuburbsnotfar

fromherhouse.Sheliveswithhersisterwhohas

threekids,butthat'sastoryforanotherday.Gogo's

favouriteverseaboutforgivenesswhichshelikes

quotingisEphisians431-32:"Getridofall

bitterness,rageandanger,brawlingandslander,

alongwitheveryformofmalice.Bekindand

compassionatetooneanother,forgivingeachother,

justasinChristGodforgaveyou".Dr.Steinalways

tellsmethatForgivenessislettinggoofcaptivity

andnowIfinallyunderstandwhatshemeant.I

neverthoughtthatadaylikethiswouldbeherethis

soon.IguessPorschewasrightwhenshesaid

"Letsatsilagohlabela(Betterdaysarecoming)".



Philaendedupmakingudlunchsowecouldcatch

upandtalksomemore.Thismanisjustperfect.

Mam'Masangothendecidedtostartwiththe

serioustalk.Philawasnowsittingwithusagain

aftereating.

Mam'Masango:"Ziyanda,nowthatyoufinallyknow

thetruthyoushouldknowthattheancestorsneed

thelobolatogotoyourbiologicalfather.Weneed

tofindhimsoon,otherwisethingswillbecomea

mess.Andwenamfanawami(myboy),why

haven'tyougonetoseeyourfather'sbrotheryet?

He'sexpectingyouandtimeisnotonyourside."

Philagrewuncomfortableandclenchedhisfistand

hisjaw.Hedidn'tsayanything,insteadhelooked

down.

Mam'Masango:"Youknowwhatyouhavetodo.

Haveyoutoldyoursoontobewifethatyou'realso

aRoyal?"



What?PhilaisaRoyal?Whydoesitseemlike

everyoneknowsshitexceptme?I'malwaysthe

lastonetofindout.

Phila:(Lookingdownwithtearsthreateninghis

eyes)"Cha(No),ma."

Isqueezedhishandasasignofreassuranceand

hereciprocated.

Mam'Masango:"Youtwoaregoingtofacealotof

challenges.Thelongeryoudelaythesetwo

familiesmeeting,themoredangeryou'llbein,

especiallywenaZee.You'llfindoutsoonenough.

Zodwaisn'tathreatfornow,buthersonwillbevery

soonifyoudon'tactfast.Phila,Iknowthisistough

onyou,butyouneedtoactfast.Anoldenemyis

comingouttogetyouandhehassentNatashaasa

pawninhisgame.Tellyourhotheadedbrotherto



marryKelebogileverysoonandheshouldlearnto

controlhisemotions.OneslipupandSharonwill

strike.Beverycarefulofher."

Webothjustlookedatherinshock.Thatisquitea

lottotakein.Allthesewarningsaretoomuch.

Mam'Masango:"Ihopeyouheardme,mychildren.

Zee,rememberthis:yourlifewillnolongerbeyour

own.You'llhavetofightandbestrongerforthose

you'llbear.You'llknowsoonenough."

Whatdoesshemeanbythat?Withthat,shewas

done.Theydecidedtoleavesinceitwasgettinga

bitlateandapparentlymymomhadtofetch

Thando'skidsfromschoolwhileshetriestosort

outherlife.She'snotreadytogotorehabsoshe's

currentlyAWOL.

IgotsofreakedoutbyallthisthatMam'Masango



saidandIcouldsensePhila'ssuddendiscomfort

andsadness.Somethingdeepwentdownwithhis

dadandhisbrother,buthe'lltellmewhenhe's

ready.Aswesatthereinsilencewithourhands

lockedtogeth,weweredeepinthoughts.Sbu

walkedinlookinglikecrap.Hisshirtwasfullof

bloodandhisknucklesweretotallybruised.Ihope

hedidn'tdowhatIthinkhedid.

AfterashortwhilePhilaandIgatheredour

thoughtsandcamebacktooursenseswhenwe

sawSbuhyperventilatinglikehejustkilled

someone.

Phila:(Gettingup)"Bafo,wenzeni(Brother,whatdid

youdo)?"

Sbu:"ItaughtBrianwamasimba(shittyBrian)a

lesson."



Me:"Didyoukillhim?"

Sbu:"No,Ibeathimtoapulp,thesamewayHebeat

KeleandThato.Iwasawakeinthemiddleofthe

night.Keleendeduphavinganightmare.The

thingsshetoldme,Bafo.Thatmonsterbrokemy

Kele."

Hesatdownandsobbedinfrustration.

Sbu:"Igottotheapartmentandbeathimtoapulp

andthrewhisassoutonthestreet.Ifiledthe

divorcepapersandthey'llbedivorcedfirstthingin

themorning."

Me:"Whydidn'tyoukillhim?"

Theybothlookedatmepuzzledwithshock.



Me:"Youshouldhavekilledhim.I'msotiredof

peoplethinkingtheyownotherpeople.Ifhetriesto

fuckupagain,killhimandthistimedon'tmiss!"

TheybothkeptquietandlookedatmeshockedasI

walkedbacktomyroomtotakeashower.

AfterawhilePhilacametothebedroomandfound

meinbedreadingmyBible.Hetookoffhisclothes

andlaynexttome.

Me:"HowisSbu?"

Phila:"He'lllive,Sthandwasami(Mylove).He'sa

manafterall."

Icouldseehismindwasfaroff.



Me:"Doyouwanttotalkaboutit?"

Phila:(Deepsigh)"Mylifeandsbu'slifewasn'teasy

afteruBaba(dad)died,baby.Itwashard.Myuncle,

uBaba's(dad's)brotherkilledmydadbecausemy

dadwasolderandnextinlinetothethrone.My

dadneverwantedtobeKing.Hechosemymom

anddidn'twantanythingtodowiththeirtraditionof

marryingsomeonechosenforhim.Myuncledidn't

believeit.Hethoughtmydadwouldcomebackone

daytoclaimhisseat.Theynevergotalong,butone

nighthecalledhimtocomeseehim.Mymom

beggedhimnottogobutasstubbornashewas,he

wentandhenevermadeitbackhome.

Thefollowingmorningwereceivedacallthathe

diedoffoodpoisoning.Eversincethen,uMawas

neverthesame."

Myheartbledasheshedatear.Iwipeditwithmy

finger.



Me:"So,howsureareyouthatyourfather'sbrother

istheonewhokilledhim?"

Phila:"He'stheonewhocalledhimandhe'stheone

whohadamotive.Therereallywasnooneelseto

thinkof."

Me:"Andyourgrandparents?Aretheystillalive?"

Phila:"Yesalthoughmygrandfathersteppeddown

asKingyearsagowhenmyuncletookover."

Me:"Ihopeyougettothebottomofthisverysoon.

I'msorryyouhadtogothroughthat."

Phila:"Metoo,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Ithought

longandhardaboutwhatMam'Masangosaid,

whichiswhyI'mflyingtoItalytomorrowmorning.



I'llbebackintwodays,Ipromise.Ihavetosortout

Natashabeforeshebecomesarealthreattous.I'll

comebackwithproofsoyoucantrustmeagain,

Sthandwasami(Mylove).Ipromise."

Me:"Itrustyou,Babywami(Mybaby).Ialways

have."

Heleanedovertokissmeandthenbrokethenkiss

afterawhile.

Phila:"Ineedyou,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Ineed

yourightnow."

Ididn'thesitate.Igavemyselftohimthewayhe

wantedto.HewasabitroughbutIlethimbe.He

neededthat,toreleasethetension,thehurtand

anger.

ChapterFourtyNine



Ziyanda

It'sThursdaymorningandIjustwokeup.Istill

haven'tgonebacktoworkyet,IfiguredIneedto

watchKeleforawhileuntilshe'sreadytogetback

onherfeet.SbuisstillhereandsoisKele.Idon't

mindthecompanyatall.Iwassousedtolonely

nightsbackthenwhenIwasmarriedtoLunga.

IlookednexttothebedonPhila'ssideandhe

wasn'tthere.Heleftanoteinsteadwhichread

"Morning,SthandwaSami(Mylove).OfftoItaly.

Youcanstartplanningourweddingsolong.Call

thisnumber.Love-P".Thenumberheleftmewasa

weddingplanner'snumber.Oh,Philathough.

Iwasn'tplanningonhavingafancywedding,but

well,I'minthelimelightnowsoIguessIhavetogo

bigorgohome.IsuddenlygotsoexcitedsinceI



neverreallygottoplanmyownweddingwithLunga.

Mymomandhismomdideverything.Ihated

everythingaboutthatweddingandthelastthingI

wanttowearrightnowisawhiteweddingdress.

Speakingofmymom,shesentmeanicemessage

lastnight.Yes,Irespondtohermessagesnow.It's

amazinghowthatevilmasksheworejustcameoff

inaninstant.IlovethisnewherandItrulyhopeit

lasts.GogowouldneverlietomesoIguessifshe

saysshe'schangedthenIhavetobelieveit.

Idecidetotakeashowerandgodownstairsto

makesomebreakfast,butSbualreadybeatmetoit.

Ireallyhopetoday'sbreakfastwon'tberuined

becauseitseemsasifruinedbreakfastisanew

trendinourhouse.

IfoundSbusettingthetableonthepatioalone

withoutKele.ShemuststillbesleepingIguess.



Me:"Morning,Sbu.Ididn'tknowyouweregoodwith

thepots.Thissmellsdelicious."

Sbu:(Chuckling)"Shosho,Qhawekazi(Heroine).

uMamadeitapointtomakesurethatweknowhow

tocook.Shesaidshedoesn'twanttoseeussuffer

andmakeourwivesslavesinthekitchen."

Ilaughedsoftly.TheirmomistrulyaGodsent.

Me:"Nawe,Sbu.Whydoyoukeepcallingme

Qhawekazi(Heroine)insteadofZeelikeeveryone

else?"

Sbu:"BecauseI'mnoteveryoneelse,andalso

becausePhilatoldmewhatyouwentthrough.You

wentthroughsomuchyetyoumanagedtostand

tallandfacetheworld.Iadmirethat.So,

emehlweniami(inmyeyes)you'llalwaysbe



uQhawekazi(aheroine)."

Ismiled.Wow.I'mtouched.I'veneverreallyseen

thisemotionalsideofSbu.Imustsay,it'sanew

breeze,butIlikeit.

Me:"Ngiyabonga(Thankyou),Sbu.InjaniuKele

(How'sKele)?Isshecomingdownforbreakfast?"

Sbu:"She'stakingashower,butwillbedownina

moment.AfterbreakfastI'mtakinghershopping

andI'vebookedheranappointmentwithDr.Stein.

I'mgoingwithher."

Thisthingoftakingchargeofwomen'slivesmust

beaZwanething.Iguessthatgivesmeachance

tocalltheweddingplanner.Maybeheorshewill

befreetodaysoIcangoseewhatwecandoso

longformyupcomingwedding.



Sbu:"Oh,beforeIforget.Don'tstressngo(about)

Phila,Qhawekazi(Heroine).He'llbebackinnotime.

IfIwereyou,I'dberelaxedbecauseNatashaisjust

awhoretryingherwornoutluck."

Perhapshe'sright.Ishouldn'tbestressingover

bitcheslikeNatasha,especiallynotwhenIhavea

weddingtoplan.Kelewalkeddownthestairsand

cametowardsthePatio.Sbu'sfacelitup

Immediatelyandhewenttokissheranshugher.

AllthisloveismakingmemissuPhilawami(My

Phila).Keleshiedawayasusual.She'llhavetoget

usedtothis.IneverknewSbuwasafanofPDA

likePhila,butthey'retwinsafterall.

Sbu:"Morning,Thembalami(Myhope).Sit.Eatup

sowecangetstartedwithourday."

Kele:"MorningSbu.Morning,Zee.Okae(Howare

you)?"



Zee:"Keshap,chomiandwena(I'mwellandyou,

friend)?Orobetsebjang(Howdidyousleep)?

Kele:"Muchbetterthanyesterdayhey.Imanagedto

sleepwell,thankyou.Onceagainthankyouso

muchforyourhospitality,Zee.I'llbeoutofyour

hairsoon."

Sbufrownedandstaredather.

Sbu:"You'regoingnowhere,Kele.Wespokeabout

this,angithi(right)?"

Kele:"Askies,Sbu.Ireallydon'tlikeimposing."

Me:"No,manKele.Skawara(Don'tworry).We'llbe

familysoon.YoiandSbucanstayhereaslongas

youwant."



Sbu:"See?Andbesidesourhouseisalmostdone

thatside,sowe'llbeneighbours.Youdon'thaveto

worryaboutathing."

Kele:(Lookingdown)"Okay."

Sbu:"Letmegochangesowecanleave."

Hekissedhercheekandranupstairslikealittleboy

highonasugarhigh.Loveneh.

Me:"Doyouwanttotellmewhat'sonyourmind?"

Kele:(Deepsigh)"It'sjustthatallthisishappening

sosoon,Zee.Imean,I'mreallyscared.There'sso

muchIhaven'ttoldyouguysandleSharonkamo

(ontheotherhand).Shekeepssendingmethese

weirdmessagesandthreats.Sheeventreatened



Thato.KetshabalegobotsaSbu(I'mevenafraidof

tellingSbu)."

Okay,weallknowSharonisabitcrazy,but

threateningachild?That'sjustlow.

Me:"YouneedtotellSbu,babe.Allowhimtospoil

andloveyou.Pleasedon'tpushhimaway.Iknow

thisisdifferentfromwhatyou'reusedto,but

believemeit'sgoingtobeokay.Sbuisalotlike

Phila,theycanbeabittoomuchattimes,butthey'll

neverlayafingeronyouandtheydoalltheydoout

ofgenuinelove."

Kele:"Iguessyou'reright,hey.KesureBelindaotlo

naganagoreketikiline(I'msureBelindawillthink

I'mawhore)."

Me:"Mxm.Belindaisafineonetotalk.Don'tworry

abouther,she'smiserableasitis."



IsawSbucomingdownthestairs.

Me:"Don'tforgetwhatIsaid,Kele.Communicate."

Sbu:"Thembalami(Myhope),areyouready?"

Kele:(Standingup)"Yes."

Me:"Don'tworry,I'llcleanup.Yougo."

Philahasacleaningcompanycominginonceaday,

soIhardlydomuchcleaning.Itssuchahuge

houseinanycase.There'snowayoneperson

wouldcleanthiswholehousealone.Idecidedto

keepmyselfbusybywashingthedishesandgave

somefoodtothegunmen.



PhilasaidI'mspoilingthemandI'mmakingthem

losefocus,butheneedstotreatallhisworkersthe

same.AsIwashummingsomegospelsongs,my

phonebeeped.IquicklycheckeditbecauseI

thoughtitmightbeamessagefromPhila.Instead,

itwasaWhatsAppfromanunknownnumber.It'sa

photoofaDNAtest.

Ididn'tunderstandallthegibberishwrittenontop

withsomethingaboutcrhomosomesandDNA

particles.Iscrolledrighttothebottom:In

conclusion;theDNAtestsamplestakenfromthe

allegedfatherPhilaZwaneandthechildconcerned,

resultin99.9%probability,whichdeemsasPositive.

Thecaptionatthebottomread:"ItoldyouPhilawas

thefather,butyoujustwouldn'tlisten.Stayaway

frommyman."

Itcan'tbe.Thereisnowaythisistrue.Mygut

feelingistellingmethatallthisisfake.Itried



callingPhila,buthisphonewentstraightto

voicemail.IrefusetocryandGiveNatashaallthe

creditformytears.Sheclearlyunderestimatesme.

Iwillnotletsomelowlife,Poleintimidateme.

IdecidedtogoupstairsandcalltheWedding

Planner.Philaaskedmetotrusthimandthat's

exactlywhatI'mgoingtodo.

Afteraboutanhour,Idecidedtofreshenup.The

weddingplannerPhilagotformeisSophieLa

Grange,themostexpensiveandmostsoughtafter

weddingplannerinSouthAfrica.Ididn'tknow

muchabouthersoIdecidedtogoogleherbefore

shearrived.Herworkisabsolutelyamazing.She

mustknowherstuffprettywell,hey.

WhileIwaitedonherasshewasmakingherwayto

CenturionallthewayfromCapeTown,Idecidedto

catchuponsometv,adecisionIregrettaking.My

facewasalloverthenews;someheadlineswere



positiveandnice,whileotherswerejustdownright

nasty.

ThereIwas,trendingontv,mypicturesthatwere

takenatthelaunchsplashedalloverthenews

headlines.SomewerepicturesofPhilaandI

besideeachotherwhilemostwereofme.There

weremorepicturesofPhilaandIwhenwewerein

CapeTown.

Howthefuckdidthosepicturesgetleaked?Who

tookthosepictures?Therewasevenapictureof

PhilaandIinbedtogetherontherooftopwithour

clothesonthefloor.Therewasevenoneparticular

photoofavisibleunhappyversionofmyself

alongsideLungaatafunctionweoncewenttoover

ayearago.

Theheadlinesweredisgustingtosaytheleast.

"BillionaireMogulgetsengagedtoMillionaire's



wife"

"Bedhopping:FromBillionairetoMillionaire"

"Billionaireshaggingoverweightmarriedwomanon

rooftopofsnazzyhotel"

Icouldn'twatchanyfurther.Myphonewas

suddenlybeepingwithmessages.Porscheand

KeletextedmetoaskifI'mokay.Mymomand

Gogoaswell.Thesameunknownnumberthatsent

theDNAtesttextedmeagain"Itoldyou,you'reway

outofhisleague."

MyphonewasfloodingwithtweetsandFacebook

tags.IcheckedTwitterandIwastrending!One

withthehasthag#BBWwife,whichhadover1.2k

tweets,anotheronewith#HandsoffZee,whichhad

over3.5ktweets.



"Sheshouldjuststayawayfrommenwithmoney,

wordisshe'sthecauseofherhusband'scoma

#BBWwife"

"Comeon,guys.Sheisdivorcedandengagedto

PhilaZwane.Whycan'ty'allbehappyforafellow

blackwoman?#HandsoffZee"

ThereweresomanyIjustcouldn'tkeepcount.

TherewerepicturesofLungaandPhilanexttoone

anotherandonewiththecaption:"Whochowsher

best?#BBWwife"

OnepersontweetedpicturesofNatshaandI

alongsideeachotherwiththecaption:"FromModel

toFastAss.Iguessmoneycan'tbuyyouclass

#BBWwife."



Thatparticularonewasanewaccountcreated

today.It'sprobablyNatashaorZodwawhoknows?

I'mjustbeyondbrokenrightnow.Itriedcalling

Philabuthisphonewasstilloff.Ijustsuccumbed

tothepainandtearswhichwereflowing

continuouslydownmyface.

KeleandSbucamerushingin.Whenshesawme

shejustcametowardsmeandhuggedmewhileI

cried.Sbuwasonthephonescreamingat

someonetofixthisfuckingmess.Theyalwayssay

SocialMediacaneithermakeorbreakyou.Atthis

point,I'mbrokenbeyondrepair.Ican'tevenface

theworldandespeciallynotmyweddingplanner.

ChapterFifty
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I'vebeencurleduponthecouchforaboutanhour



now.Keleevenbroughtmeablanketandmadeus

somefood.SbuwasstillbusyinPhila'sstudy,

probablytryingtodosomedamagecontrol,butwell,

thedamageisalreadydone.It'salready3pmand

myphonehasbeenringingoffthehook.Idecided

toputitonsilentmode.

Kelebroughtmesomenicecomfortfood,pap,

chickenandcabbageonatraywithsomejuice.For

someoddreasonIcouldn'thandlethesmellof

chicken.I'veneverhadaproblemwithchicken

before,butnowthesmelljusthitmynostrilsalmost

causingmetovomit.Ididn'twanttomakeherfeel

likethere'ssomethingwrongwithherfood,soI

optedforthejuice.Gladly,sheunderstood.She

wantedtoswitchoffthetv,butItoldhertoleaveit

on.

Iwaseverywhereontv.Peoplearecallinginon

Today'sshowofDave'sDiaryandyep,I'mthehot

topicoftheday.Daveisawellknowngay



presenterwhohasbeenrunninghisowntalkshow

forthepasttenyears.Hehasinterviewedsomany

famouspeople.

Ihavenoideahowhecomesupwithatopic

everydayfromMondaytoFriday,buthedoesit.I

guessit'snaturaltalent.Hisshow'ssetupisquite

similartotheRickyLakeshow.Hehasabig

audiencecheeringhimonandinteractingwithhim

whilehe'sonstage.You'reevenallowedtocallin

andgiveyouropinionoraskquestions.

IalwaysrecordhisshowandforcePhilatowatchit

withmebeforebed,eventhoughhehatesit.I

haven'theardfromPhilaandI'vebeenreceiving

somenastymentionsandDMsfromthatsame

accountthatpostedthepicofNatashaandInextto

eachother.

There'snotmuchtofindoutaboutthisaccount

sincetheTwitterhandleis@TallestBitchInTown.It



doesn'ttakeageniustofigureoutthatit'sindeed

Natasha.NotallofwhatI'mseeingandreadingis

badbecauseapparentlythere'sacampaigncreated

formebypeoplewhoareonmyside.

Someareplus-sizemodelsandsomehavebeen

throughalotofbodyshaming,whilesomesaythey

aremyfans.Idecidedtoturnupthevolumefor

interestsake,Imeanit'snoteverydayyourpicture

appearsontvandpeopletalkaboutyoualldamn

day.

Dave:"WelcometoDave'sDiarytothosewhojust

tunedin.Asyouknow,ayoung,beautifulwoman

hasbeentrendingalldaytodayandforallthe

wrongreasons.Womencanbesocrueltofellow

women,whichiswhyIalwaysbringyouapositive

platform.IhaveafewguestslinedupandIdo

hopethatyou'rewatching,Ms.ZandileBhengu,

whereveryouare.NowbeforeIbringoutmyfirst

guest,Iwouldliketotakethismomenttospeakmy



heartout:Idon'tknowyoupersonally,Zandile,butI

cansaythatpeoplehavehurtyoualotfromthe

tweetsI'veread.

Nowomanisaboveanotherinthisworld.You're

beautifulinsideandoutsideandIcantellthatthe

personwhodidthisisprobablyabitter,uglyguest.

Nobeautifulpersoncandosuchathingtoanother

humanbeing."

ApictureofNatashaandInexttooneanother

poppedupagainwiththecaption:"FromModelto

fatass,Iguessmoneycan'tbuyyouhappiness."

Dave:"ThisisexactlywhatI'mtalkingabout.This

tweetcomesfromaghostaccountcreatedinthe

earlyhoursofthismorning.Thistweetisfrom

@TallestBitchinTown.Isitacoincidence?Idon't

thinkso.



So,myteamdecidedtodosomedigging.This

accountbelongstoaNatashaMothupi,thegirlon

theleftofthispicture.Natashawasan

acquaintancetoMr.PhilaZwane,andwasrecently

firedfromhiscompanyforallegedlyblackmailing

andharassingthefutureMrs.Zwane.Now,ifthat

doesn'tsoundbitter,Idon'tknowwhatis.Natasha,

you'reanevilpersonwhohasnoregardforother

people'sfeelingsandthankgoodnessnotallof

SouthAfricaisbad."

AllthiswhileIwasgluedtothetvnotrealizingthat

KeleandSbuwerwwatchingwithme.

Porschestormedinwhilewewerewatching.

Porsche:"Bathong(Goodness)!Zee!Kgalekefouna

hle(I'vebeencalling).AreyouwatchingDave'a

Diary?"



Kele:"DidimalahlePorscheonnefase(Pleasekeep

quietandsitdown)."

PorschesatnexttomewhileKeleandSbusatnext

toeachother.

Dave:"...Withthatsaid,let'swelcomeourfirst

guest."

Theguestsstartedclappingandmyheartskippeda

bitasIsawhimwalkingonstage.Helooks

handsomeasalwaysinhisItaliansuit.Helooksso

drainedlikehehasn'tsleptinawhile.

Dave:"Goodday,Mr.Zwane.It'sapleasuretohave

youheretoday."

Phila:"Thankyou,Dave.However,Idowishthe

circumstanceswerealotmorepleasant."



Dave:"Iunderstand.PleasetellusaboutNatasha

andherallegationsagainstyou."

Phila:"Well,Dave.Natashausedtoworkforme.

Wehadano-stringsattachedrelationshipafew

yearsagoandIendeditayearago.Shedidn'ttake

itverywellasyoucansee.Shefiledforchild

maintenanceandhadcourtsummonssenttomy

houseforachildthat'snotevenmine."

Theguestsweregasping.

Dave:"Andisthereproofofallthis?"

Phila:"Yes,asyoucanseeonyourscreensshehad

paternitytestsfakedandsenttomywife'sphone.

Thedoctorwhotookthebribefromherisgetting

firedaswespeak.Therealpaternitytestsarethe

secondonesonyourscreen,provingthatI'm



indeednotthefatherofherchild.Themessages

youseeonyourscreensaremessagesfrom

NatashathreateningmeifIdon'tgetbackwithher.

Ievenhaveavoicemailmessagesheleftme."

Theyplayedthemessage:"PhilaZwane!You'll

regreteverdumpingme!Noonemesseswith

Natashaandgetsawaywithit.I'llmakesureofit!

I'llruinyourentireworldandthatpreciousfat

girlfriendofyours!Markmywords!"

Thecrowdgaspedonceagain,whilewejust

remainedspeechlessandgluedtothescreen.

Dave:"Wow.That'squiteamouthful.Natasha

Mothupiisacruelwoman.Isthereanythingyou'd

liketoadd,Mr.Zwane?"

Phila:"Yes.(lookingintothecamera)Sthandwa

sami(Mylove),Iknowyou'rewatchingthis



becauseSbutoldme.I'msorryyouhadtogo

throughthisallwithoutmebyyourside.I'msorry

fortheworldbeingsocrueltoyoursweet,kindsoul.

You'remybeautifulgoddess,IloveyouQhawekazi

wami(Myheroine).Ican'twaittohaveyouinmy

armssoonandrestassured,thatNatashawillnever

botheruseveragainandeveryonewhomessed

withyouwilllivetoregretit.Bytheway,please

answeryourphone.

Sophiehasbeentryingtogetholdofyouforthe

pasthour.She'swaitingforconfirmationtoenterat

thegatealongwithFrancesca.Makesureyou

choosetheweddingdressofyourdreams.Icannot

waittomarryyou,MaZwane(Mrs.Zwane)."

Thecrowdjustclappedandwereinawe.Davewas

smilingandevensheddingatear.HethankedPhila

andheleftashecarriedonwithhisshow.



Itookamomenttograspwhatjusthappened.I

didn'tevenrealizeIwasintearsonceagain.

Porsche:"Wow!Philakelaasnumberman(Phila

theman).Zee,botsamasecuritybabulegateman

(Tellsecuritytoopenthegate).Otsamayeohlapa

sefahlegoseo,SophieleFrancescabakasego

boneoleskoboso(Goandwashyourface,Sophi

andFrancescacan'tseeyouinthisuglystate)."

Kelelaughedwhilewipinghertearsoffherfaceand

Sbuheldherwaist.Icalledthemenatthegateand

letthemknowit'sokaytoletSophieandFrancesca

in.Porschefixedeverythingforthem.Some

snacksandchampagne,whileIwentupstairsto

washmyface.

AfterwashingmyfaceIreceivedamessagefrom

Phila"Ihopeyouchoosethefinestdressandplan



thebestweddingofyourdreams.Youdeservethis,

MaZwane(Mrs.Zwane).Youdeserveheaven

becauseyou'reGod'sfinestcreation.Seeyousoon,

LoveP."

ChapterFiftyOne

Ziyanda

IsmiledasIreadPhila'smessage.Ilookedatmy

faceinthemirrorandmygosh,myfaceisswollen.

Myeyesarenearlyshutclosed.Igotdownstairs

andfoundSophiealreadyonmycouchwithahuge

bookthathaspaperclipsandsomestickynotes.I

assumethatsherweddingbook.Francescaonthe

otherhandhadahugerackfilledwithdresscovers.

There'sprobablyabout20dressesonthisrack.

Howonearthdidshecarrythemallhere?Porsche

servedthemsomechampagneandsnackswhile

Kelecleanedupandwashedthedishes.Sbu



wasn'taroundanymore,Iassumedhewasbackin

Phila'sstudy.Sophiesawmewalkingdownthe

stairs.Sophiehasshortblondehairandbeautiful

skin,withgorgeous,brightblueeyes.Shehas

amazinglegs,muchlikeFrancesca.

Sophie:"ThankGoodnessyou'rehere!Iwasstarting

tothinkyouchangedyourmindaboutthewedding!

Nottomentionallthedramathat'sbeenhappening

today,babe.Howareyoufeeling?"

Shesaidallthatwhilehuggingme.Shedidn'teven

greetmeproperly,Iguessthisisherwayof

greetingsincesheissuchahugeballofenergy.

Sophie:"Oh,myword!Youlookmuchbetterin

person!Yourfaceissogorgeousandthathair!Girl,

I'mgoingtohavesomuchfunwithyou!"

Ididn'tknowwhattothinkreally.Porscheisquite



energetic,butthis,isoutrageouslybubbly.

Francescacametowardsmeandheldmycheeks

withherhands.

Francesca:"Dea(Goddess),tuttoandràbene(all

shallbewell).Yousopretty,Dea(goddess).Let's

getyouinprettiestdress.Phila'sinstructions,yes?"

Ismiledandnodded.Shehuggedmeand

whisperedinmyear.

Francesca:"Mambasortedoutthemess.Natasha

isnomorethreattoyou.Natashaismorta(dead)."

Ifeltacoldshiverdownmyspine.Thesepeople

don'twastetime.Ican'treallysayIfeelbadfor

PhilakillingNatasha.Doesthatmakemeanofficial

mafiawifenow?



Francescasmiledatmeandgavemethefirsttotry.

Wewereintheloungesonoboyswereallowed.It

wasperfectlysafe.Ifeltabitweirdhavingtotake

offmyclothesinfrontofFrancescaandSophiebut

theydidn'tevenseembothered.LuckilyFrancesca

gavemeabodysuittowearunderneathbefore

tryingoutanydress.Itmademefeelabitbetter.

PorscheandKelewerelookingatmeinsomuch

excitementandIjustfeltsohapoyforthefirsttime

inalongtime.Igettoenjoyplanningmywedding

withoutanystress.I'llbedamnedifIletanyone

takethatawayfromme.Thefirstdresswasan

ElegantDeepV-NeckSheerFloralLaceMaxiDress

withFloorLength,aCasualFluffySwingandA-line.

Ithadflowerbeadingonmychestandshowed

someofmycleavage.Francescaalsobroughta

nice,hugemirrorformetobeabletolookatmyself

clearly.Icouldn'thelpbutgetemotional.Luckily



thisdresswasalightpurplecolour.Imeantitwhen

Isaidnowhiteweddingdress.Ilikeit,butIneeda

dressthatI'lllove,right?

Ichangedintothesecondone,whichwasaRed

SequinedVelvetMermaidWeddingDress,witha

SleevelessVNeck.Francescasaidit'sacustome

madeBridalGownbyher.Tearsjustdroppeddown

mycheeks.Thisisit.Thisistheone.Callme

cliche,butredismyfavouritecolour.IthinkPhila

hadsomethingtodowiththis.Hetoldherto

designsomethingspeciallyforme.

Porsche:(Teary-eyed)"Chomiweh(Ohfriend).

That'stheone!I'veneverseenaredweddingdress

lookthisgoodonsomeonebefore."

Me:"Iloveit.Thisisit,Francesca.Thisistheone."

Francesca:"Youonlywantonedressforwedding,



Dea(Goddess)?"

Me:"Yes,justoneisfine."

Francesca:"Alright,then.ItellMambawhichone

youlove.I'llmakesomeadjustment.Nothingbig,

justsmall-small.Ijustwantyourweddingtobe

perfect,Dea(Goddess).Mambaislikesontome

andPierro."

Me:"Thankyou,Francesca.Thankssomuchfor

everything."

Shekissedmeonmycheeks,Italianstyleand

headedoutwiththedresses.Shehadalottodofor

therestoftheday.NowitwastimeforSharonand

Itogetstarted.PorscheandKeleweretherefor

inputandIreallylovedthattheyweretherewithme.



Ichosethesamevenueforthelaunch:theRoyal

ElephantHotel,andyes,Porscheandherhusband

ownit.Itwashersuggestion.Wewouldhavethe

ceremonyoutsideandtherestoftheeventsinside.

IwentwitharedandblackTheme,andchosethe

bouquet,thecenterpieces,cutlery,thedrapings.It

wassoeasytoworkwithSharonsincesheknows

everyonewhodideverything.

SheevendealswithTraditionalweddingssoIwill

mostprobablyuseherforourtraditionalwedding

aswell.ItookafewpicturestoshowPhilawhenhe

comesback.Allthiswasnowgettingmeso

excited.ThemoreplanningwedidthemoreIjust

sawmyselfinmyweddingdress.Ireallycannot

waittobeMrs.Zwane.

Sophieleftafterthreehoursofplanningand

Porschehadtoleavetootogoandcaterforher

family.Kelegavetheremainingfoodshemadein

theafternoontothegunmenoutsideandmade



somesupper.Ifeelbad.Sheshouldn'thaveto

cooksomuch.Shemadesomechickenalaking

thistime.Ilovepasta,butIcouldn'tstomachthe

chickenparts.Ihadtoremoveallchickeninorder

toeatandshegavemealook.

Me:"I'mdon'tlikechicken."

Kele:(laughing)"Skanhlolla(Don'tbesilly),Zee.

You'vealwayslikedchicken."

Me:"Ah,peoplechange."

Kele:"Don'tplaystupid.Isawyouthisafternoon.I

sawhowyoumadeafacewhenIgaveyoutheplate

ofchicken.IfIdidn'tknowbetterI'dsayyou're

baking."

Me:(Chuckling)"Don'tbesilly,man."



Sbu:"Kelecouldberight.Sharonhatedthesmellof

chickenwhenshewaspregnant.Nottomention

thetaste."

Istartedthinkingandthenitcrossedmymind.Shit!

PhilaandIneverusedcondomsandI'mnoteven

onanycontraceptives.ButIcouldneverfall

pregnanteasily.Noways.It'sprobablyastomach

bug.KelenoticedhowdeepinthoughtIwas.

Kele:"Hmm,keabonawanaganabjanong(Icansee

you'rethinkingnow).Whenwasthelasttimeyou

sawyourperiod?"

Iwentquiet.

Kele:"Alright.Letmewashthedishesandheadto

bed.PorschesaidIhavetogobacktowork

tomorrow.Seemsthepresshasbeenattheoffices



alldaytoday."

Me:"No,leavethem,babe.I'lldothem.Youalready

cookedtwicetoday.Gosleep.Sbuiswaitingon

you."

Shesmiledandwentuostairstotheirbedroom.I

can'tstopthinking.WhatifI'mindeedpregnant.So

soonafterwefoundeachother?Idecidedtokeep

myselfbusywiththedishesandheadedtobed.

Belinda

Ican'tbelievemylifeissuchashitholenow.Ilost

mypenthousebecausethisidiotLungaleasedit

andneverboughtitforme.Ihadtomoveinwith

ZodwaandDavidandlet'snotforgetthatLungais

nowasemi-Vegetable.Heisstillusinga

wheelchairwhichmeanshecan'tevenusehis

uselessdickanymore.



Heremembersme,butforsomereasondoesn't

rememberZeeatall.Thedoctorssaidthathe

doesn'trememberanythingfrombeforethe

shooting,butitisabitoddthatheremembersme.

IfIdidn'tknowanybetter,I'dsayheschanged,butI

knowLunga.He'sfakingit.

IsawthenewstodayandZeehasbeentrending.

Foroncebadthingsarebeingsaidabouther.She's

alwaysbeenQueenBandstealingallthespotlight.

EvenZodwaofferedsomeofthepressdamaging

informationaboutZeeinexchangeformoney.

TheygaveherameaslyR30000.Shetwistedthe

truthhereandthere,butIguessIwoulddothe

sameinherposition.

Daviddoesn'tdoshittohelpZodwaanymore.All

hedoesisbuyfoodandthat'sit.Ican'tsurviveon

foodonly,ImeanIevenhadtosellmycar.Idoall

thecookingandcleaninginhereandZodwatreats



melikeaslave.

SoIdecidedtostartfuckingDavid.He'salsoas

lousyasLungainbed,itmustbeafamilything.He

givesmeanallowanceofR10000amonth.It'snot

asmuchasLungausedtogiveme,butatleastIget

topayformyson'sfeesandIboughtacheapcar

onfinance.

ZodwakeptaskingquestionsaboutwhereIgotthis

moneyfrom,butIliedandsaidIgotajob.She

can'tevengovisitAdoniasinceallthemoneyshe

stealsfromDavidgoestowardsLunga'smedical

fees.I'msittingonthetoiletseataftertakinga

pregnancytest.

Itwaspartofmyplantofallpregnant,sothat

DavidcanchaseZodwaoutofthehouseandIcan

finallybeMrs.Ngcobo.Beggarscantbechoosers

asmymotheralwayssaid.Awomanhasgottodo

whatshehastoinordertofeedherself.Ifthat



meansIhavetofuckbothfatherandsontodoit,

thensobeit.Myownfatherusedtofuckmefrom

age8untilIwas18,soit'snotlikeI'mnotusedto

beingabusedandnoonebelievingme.

Thetestshowedtwostripes.I'mfiallypregnant.I

can'twaittotellDavid.

ChapterFiftyTwo

Ziyanda

Iwentupstairstomybedroomafterwashingthe

dishes.Iswitchedonthetvinthebedroomtoavoid

thinkingofthepossibilityofmebeingpregnant.I

wouldn'tbeangryaboutit,infactIwouldbehappy,

butIhavehadsuchahorribleexperienceof

pregnancy.IfearImightnotbeabletocarryachild

fullterm.Iwouldn'twantPhilatogothroughthat

withme.We'vehadenoughheartbreaktolastus

foreternity.



IdecidedtocatchupontherestofDave'sshow

sinceIrecordedit.AfterPhilaleftthestage,

Elmarie,theboutiqueownercameonthestage.

Whatashock.

Dave:"Goodday,Elmarie.Pleasetellusaboutwhy

you'rehere."

Elmarie:"Thanksforhavingme,Dave.Iamhereas

thefounderofmynewcampaign#HandsoffZee.

We'veachievedover20000tweetsandIhave

personallymetZiyanda.Icantellyouthatsheis

toosweetofawomantobeattackedlikethis.No

womandeservestobeattacked,especially

bodyshamed.

ImetZiyandaafewweeksagowhenshecameto

CapeTownwithherfiancee,Mr.Zwane.Theyare

suchalovelycouple.Shecametomyboutiqueto



buysomelingerieandevenorderedsomemorefor

herfriendswhoworkatthementionedhotel.I

createdthiscampaignassoonasInoticedhow

fellowwomenwereganginguponherbecauseof

herlooks.Theydon'tevenknowher.Iexpanded

myplussizerangeallthankstoZee.

Mr.Zwanegavemesomegreatbusinessadvice

andasaresultI'vemanagedtoexpandand

franchiseyboutique.IwouldlikeZiyandatobethe

faceofmynewplussizerange.Ihopesheaccepts

myofferasIhavealreadytriedcontactingher.It's

hightimewechangethewaywomenbashother

women.Letthisbeanewrevolutionforwomenlike

Ziyanda,toencourageustoloveourselves."

Wow.Elmariehassaidamouthful.Afewother

guestswentonstageincludingSimonefromthe

hotel,whosaidgoodthingsaboutmeandstarted

bashingNatashaandallotherpeoplewhowere

negativeaboutme.SomeevenonTwitter



apologizingfornothavingthefullstory.Someeven

saidPhilaisromantictohavesexwithmeonthe

rooftopofahotel.

Ireadafewtweetsandapparentlyafewjournalists

gotfiredforreportingandpostingliesaboutme

andmyrelationshipwithPhila.IbetPhilahad

everythingtodowiththat.Othersevenleakedthe

divorcepapers,whilesomeclaimit'sallfake.

Atleastsomethinggoodcameoutofthisday.I

decidedIwoulddealwitheveryonetomorrow,for

nowIjustneedtogetsomeshuteye.Iprayedand

dozedoff.

Iwokeupinthemiddleofthenightwithsomeone's

armswrappedaroundmeandthetvon.Ijumped

andheardPhila'svoiceandimmediatelycalmed

down.



Phila:"It'sme,Sthandwasami(mylove).Don'tbe

afraid."

Me:"Youscaredme,Phila.Whattimedidyouget

here?"

Phila:"Notsolongago.Imissedyou,Sthandwa

sami(Mylove)."

Heheldontomesotight.Hesmelledoffreshsoap

andlotion,Iguesshetookaquickshowerbefore

comingtobed.Imusthavebeenreallytirednotto

haveheardhim.Hehadthisfaintsmelloffireor

chemicalsorsomething.Ijustcan'tputmyfinger

onit.IswitchedonmysidelampsoIcouldsee

himproperly.

Me:"Imissedyoutoo,Babywami(Mybaby)."



Ilookedathishandsandhisknuckleswerereally

bruised.Badly.

Me:"Whathappenedtoyourhands?"

Phila:"Nothingtoworryabout,Sthandwasami(My

love)."

Me:"WhathappenedtoNatasha?"

Phila:"Ngim'cishile(Ikilledher)."

Igotsofrightened.Hejusttoldmehekilled

anotherpersonwithoutanyfeelingorremorse.

Me:(Deepsigh)"Okay."

Heleanedforwardtokissme.Ireciprocatedandhe



wentontotouchme.Hekissedmyneckand

suckedmybreasts,whilehisonehandwasplaying

onmyclit.Icannevergetusedtohisamazing

hands.Itookoffhisboxersandwastednotime.I

rubbedhispenisgentlyandIpulledittowardsmy

pussy.Heenteredmesoslowlyandwentonwitha

passionaterhythm.Webothcameafteralong

whileandlayineachother'sarms.

Twoweekslater

Gog'Khanyi

It'sbeentwoweekssincewetoldZiyanda

everythingconcerningherbilogicalfather.Itwasn't

easybutI'mreallygladuNomsaismendingher

relationshipwithherdaughter.Weevenstartedto

bondagainandshe'slearningathingortwofrom

me.Ittookalotofworktofinallytrackdown

BonginkosiGumede.YerrforaKinghesurelikesto

keepalowprofile.Ifitwasn'tforhisflashywife



postingpicturesonsocialmedia,wewouldn'thave

foundhim.

Florah,NomsaandIareonourwaythere,after

flyingsixhours.ThankgoodnessPhilahaveushis

Jetfortheweekend.BonginkosilivesinEshowein

Kwazulu-Natal.We'rebeyondexhausted,but

there'snothingsomelunchandafewdrinkscant

fix.

Wewenttothemalltograbsomethingtoeatatone

oftherestaurants.It'sonlynowthatwerealizehow

hungryweare.NomsaandIhadafewglassesof

wine,whileFlorahhadjuice.What'snew?Igota

takeawayforthedriverandwewereoffagain.

Wefinallyarrivedattheirvillage.Theirhouseisthe

biggestofthemall,withanicelittlegardenand

somesecurityatthegates.Thesecurityrefusedto

letusinuntilItoldthemit'sabouttheKing'slong

lostdaughter.



Theysentsomeonetoinformhim,leavingusto

sweatsomemoreinthisscorchingheat.Ihaveno

ideahowtheysurviveinthisheat.Mustbehorrible

foraperson'sskin.Hayi,aboNomsabaya

dobelelaman(Nomsasureknowshowtopick

them).

Theguardsfinallyopenedthegatesandwedrove

in.Theyardisfilledwithflowersandsomewater

fountains.Hai,it'samazingwhatpeopledowith

ourtaxmoney.Aswewereabouttowalkout,a

verycurvywomanwithaverybigasscameoutand

startedshoutingatus.

Woman:"Bafunanilaba(Whataretheydoinghere)?!

Itoldyounottoletthemin!"

Itookoutmycigaretteandlitit.Itookafewpuffs

whilelookingatthisdisfiguredbitch.



Guard:"Sorry,Ma'am.WefollowedtheKing's

instructions."

Woman:"I'mtheQueenandIdemandthatyousend

themback!Angibafuniabathakathilaemziniwami

(Idon'twantwitcheshereinmyhouse)!"

Oh,sothismustbethewife.QueenZinhleof

Eshowe,whoflauntstheKing'smoneyonsocial

media.Thisisgoingtobefun.

Nomsa:"Sawubona(Hello),Zinhle."

Zinhle:"Yey,yey,yey!Wena,Nondindwa(whore)!

Hambalana(Goaway)!Andtakeyouruglymother

andwhoeverthisiswithyou!"

Iwon'tstandhereinthisscorchingheatlisteningto



thisbitchrantingandraving.I'vehadalongass

flightandIneedtodowhatIcameheretodoand

leavethisshittyplace.

Asshewasabouttostartscreamingagain,Iwalked

uptoherandburntherwiththeremainingpartof

mystilllitcigaretteonherface.Shescreamedin

agonyastheguardscamerunning.Surprisingly,

theydidn'tdoanything,Iguesstheymustdespise

heraswell.Iheldherbyherthroat.

Gog'Khanyi:"Good.NowthatIhaveyourattention,

Zinhle.Wegreetedyouinapolitemannerandwe

didn'tcomeheretofight.Idon'thavetimetostand

hereandlistentoyoubitchandmoan.Kuyashisha

ngokunyalana(It'sfuckinghot).Now,Leadusto

whereyourhusbandis."

Iletgoofherthroatandthrewheronthefloor.She

heldhercheeckwithheronehandwhiletheother

wasonherthroatwhichwasnoredwithfinger



marks.Sheclickedhertongueandledtheway.

Nomsaandflorahfollowedshakingtheirheads.

Ziyanda

It'sbeentwoweekssincetheNatashasagaandthe

wholemediathing.Thingshavedieddownand

Philagotafewpeoplefiredwhichwasabit

unnecessary.Ihaven'tbeenfeelingtoowellforthe

pastfewweeks.Ican'tseemtokeepanythingin

andKelestillinsistsonmetakingapregnancytest.

I'mabitscaredtodothatsoIkeepavoidingthat

topic.Philahasbeensoworriedandhasbeen

insistingontakingmetothedoctor,butIrefused.

Todayismybridalshower.

Idon'twanttodoitwhentheweddingisnearer.

Porscheinsistedonplanningthewholedayforme

soIlether.Idon'thavealotoffriends,soshe

wantedtoinvitesomefewfriendsofherown,butI

didn'twantittobeawkward.Idon'tlikehaving



peopleIdon'tknowinmycircle.Philainvitedafew

ofhisfriendstochillwithhiminhismancave.He

decidedtohostasmallBachelorpartyforhimself

aswell.Hesaidhedidn'ttrusthisfriends,soit's

betteriftheyhostitwithusinthehouse.

TheonlyotherwomanwhowillbehereisDrake's

wife,Melissa.WeallknowDrake,butitwouldbe

thefirsttimeweevermeetMelissa,she'scoloured

bytheway.

KeleandSbuhavebeendoinggreat.She'sbeen

attentionhersessionswithDr.Steinandhashad

remarkleprogress.Sharonontheotherhand

refusedtoacceptthedivorce,evenafteritwasfinal.

ShestillkeepsblowingupSbu'sphoneandhehad

tochangehisnumberandKele'saswell.

Idecidedtowearasimplewhite,shortMaxidress

withredsandals.Ileftmyhaircurlytodayandput

onesomeredlipstick.Igotdownstairsand



Porschealreadyhadeverythingsetup.Foodwas

alreadyhereandnottomentionthedrinks.Isaw

anunfamiliarfaceandIguessitmustbeMelissa.

Shecameuptomeandhuggedme.

Melissa:"Hi,Zee.I'mMelissa.Sonicetomeetyou.

Iloveyourhouse."

Sheflashedmeasmile.Sheisbeautifulwithhaira

bitsimilartomine,buthersisshorter.Shehada

petitefigure,muchlikePorsche's.

Me:"It'snicetomeetyou,Melissa.Please,feel

free."

TheguyswereoutsideonthePatiochillingalong

withtheguards.Thingsseemedtobegoingreally

wellandPorscherefusedtoletmedoanything.

JustthenBelindawalkedin.



Belinda:"Hey,guys.IhopeI'mnottoolate."

Herewegoagain.Wherethere'sBelinda,there's

drama.

ChapterFiftyThree

Gog'Khanyi

IwassoexhaustedandthisZinhlebitchwantedto

ruinmyalreadyruineddayfurther.Thethreeofus

walkedbehindherandsheledustoKing

Bonginkosi.Hewassittingonhisbig,highchair

withleopardskinonhischest.Sodramaticthough.

Ai,aboNomsaandbadtasteinmen.

Hiseyesgrewwiderwhenhesawus.Iguesshe

musthavenoticedNomsa.Hequicklystoodupand

Zinhlebowedbeforehim.Wealsodidthesameout

ofrespect.



Zinhle:"Myking,thesepeoplearehereto..."

Bonginkosi:(Quicklyinterruptingher)"Iknowwhy

theyarehere.Leaveus."

Zinhle:(Annoyed)"But,mylove,theyweresorude

tome.Thisuglywomanevenburntmewithher

cigaretteandyou'regoingtodismissme?!"

Hereshegoesagain.Idon'tblamesomemenfor

killingtheirwives.Ialsokilledmyannoying

husband.

Bonginkosi:(ShoutingIrritably)"Isaidleaveus!"

HeroaredandZinhlerushedofftowhoknows

where.



Bonginkosi:"Please,myguests,riseandtakea

seat."

Westoodupandsatdownonthecouches.This

houseisbigandbeautiful,butZinhle'sisaserious

mess.Browncolourseverywhereandnotanounce

ofclass.Forawealthykinghecansurelydobetter.

Bonginkosi:"Letmegetyousomethingtodrink."

Gog'Khanyi:"Thatwon'tbenecessary,Bonginkosi.I

thinkyouknowwhywe'reheresoI'lljustcuttothe

chase.Nomsahere,mydeardaughter,toldme

aboutyourlittleaffair25yearsagowhichresulted

inmygranddaughterbeingborn.

Idon'tappreciateyourunningoutonyour

responsibilityasafatherandfailingtoownupto

yourmistakes.Nomsaraisedthatchildinsucha



painfulway,you'llnevercomprehend.Anyway,my

Ziyandaisgettingmarriedsoonandweneedyouto

doaceremonyforher."

JustasBonginkosiwasabouttorespond,Zinhle

camerushingin.Thisbitchmusthavebeen

eavesdroppingonus.

Zinhle:(Fuming)"OvermydeadBody,Bonginkosi!

Youchosetosleepwithrhatwhoreandnowyou

wanttohaveaceremonyforher?!I'llnotapprove!

Itwon'thappen,notwhileI'malive!"

Icouldn'ttakeitanymore.IpromisedFlorahand

myancestorsthatIwouldbehavetoday,butIdon't

evenhavetohumblemyselfbeforethesemorons.I

stoodupandtookmygunoutofmybag.Icocked

it,pointingather.

ZinhlesuddenlykeptquietwhileBonginkosistood



upingreatshock.

Florah:"Khanyisa,calmdown,please."

Ididn'tevenlistentoher.

Gog'Khanyi:"Lalelalawena,stjumama(Listenhere,

youfatass).I'vehadafuckinglongday.Idon't

needthisshitrightnow.Eitheryougoawayasyour

darlinghusbandtoldyouoryoudiehereonthespot.

Youchoose."

ShewassoscaredIcouldseeatrailofurineflow

downherlegssinceshewaswearingadress.I

doubtshecanfindanysizeofpantswiththathuge

ass.

ShewasabouttorunoutoftheloungebeforeI

stoppedher.



Gog'Khanyi:"Onemorething,Zinhle,ifyoudare

disrespectusormydaughtereveragain,I'llcutyour

fuckingtongueoff!"

Shequicklyranoutoftheroomleavingasmall

puddleofurineonthefloor.

Florah:"Kodwanawe,Khanyisa."

Iputmygunbackinmybagandsatbackdown.

Gog'Khanyi:"So,dowehaveanunderstanding?"

Bonginkosi:(Shaken)"Ye..,yesofcourse,ma.Iwill

doeverythinginmypowerthatthingsgorightthis

time.Whenwouldyouliketodoit?"



Gog'Khanyi:"NextweekSaturday."

Bonginkosi:"Noproblem.Icanmakeallthe

necessaryarrangements.I'llhaveyourrooms

prepared.Youmustbeexhausted."

Gog'Khanyi:"Youhavenoidea.Youneedtoputa

tightleeshonthatbitchofyoursandgetsomeone

tocleanupherfilthyurinefromthefloor."

Ziyanda

Weallfroze,exceptMelissaofcourse.Shedoesn't

knowwhat'sgoingon.

Melissa:(Extendingherhand)"Hi,I'mMelissa.Nice

tomeetyou."



Belindagaveherafilthylooklookingatherfromher

headgoingallthewaydownbeforeacceptingher

handshake.

Belinda:(Fakesmile)"I'mBelinda.Likewise."

Porsche:"Ai,ai,ai.Belinda,omemilekemang(Who

invitedyou)?"

Kele:"Idid.I'msorry,Ithoughtitwouldbenicefor

hertobehere.We'veallbeenfriendssince

forever."

Me:"It'sokay,Kele.Justaslongaswedon'thave

anydramatonight."

BelindatriedtogossipaboutMelissa,butonething

aboutColouredsisthatmostofthemaremulti-

lingual,soshemadeabigmistake.Melissacomes



acrossasasweetwoman,butyouhadbetternot

steponhertoes.

Belinda:"BjanonglekereyetseSbumothonyanawa

lecoloured(So,didyougetSbuacoloured

girlfriend)?"

Me:"Belinda.."

MelissainterruptedmebeforeIcouldwarnBelinda.

Melissa:"No,honey,anginaskhatisaloko(Idon't

havetimeforthat).Incaseyou'reblind,here'smy

lovelyringmyhusbandboughtforme.Yousee

thatmanyou'vebeeneyeingeversinceyourskinny

assrockedupinhere?That'smyDrake.My

HUSBANDandfathertotwoamazingkids.Andin

caseyouhaveforgotten,SbubelongstoKelenow.

Sonexttimeuzokhulumaamasimba(you'regoing

totalkshit),observeyouropponent."



Weallkeptquietforawhile.Wow.Iknowforafact

PorscheandMelissawillgetalongjustfine.

Porsche:"Hehe!Wena(You)Melissa,I'mgoingto

loveandenjoyyou,ngwaneso(sister).Let'seat,the

boyscancometakethefoodthemselves."

Melissasmiledasweleftwiththefoodanddrinks

tothelounge,whilePhila,Sbu,DrakeandRobert

(Porsche'shusband)andthegunmenstayed

outsideonthepatio.

Wegottotheloungeandhadalotoffun.We

playedsomegames,30secondsandMelissaand

Porscheweregivingmesomesextips,and

surprisinglyKelegavemesometoo.Weplayed

truthordarewhileBelindawasjustdrinkingnon-

stop.Qeevenforgotshewasevenhere.



Porsche:(laughing)"Okay,Zee.Comeon.Please

tellmeyou'vegivenPhilasomeblozza(Blowjob)

nyana?"

Me:(Embarrassed)"No,Ihavent."

Porsche:"Aowa(No)man.Igiveup."

Melissa:"Thekeyistonotthinkaboutit.Startsmall

bylickingthetipofhispenisandthengraduallyput

moreofhiminyourmouthasyougoalong."

Porsche:"Yebo(yes)!WenaMelissakaoratashem

(Ilikeyou,Melissa)!Obuannetegotshwanalenna

(Youtellthetruthjustlikeme)."

Kele:"Youshouldtrygivinghimablowjobusing

blackhalls.Sbuhasalwayslikedthat."



Inearlychokedonmywine.

Porsche:"Hehbanna(mygoodness)!Kelethesex

queen!Otsotsiwenakgalekegoshebile(You've

alwaysbeennaughty)."

Wealllaughed,exceptBelindaofcourse.

Wewentontotalkaboutsexandrelationshipsand

howtotreatourmenbetter.ImustsayI'mlearning

alot.Anhourlater,theguysdecidedtojoinus,

leavingthegunmenoutside.Itwasgettingalot

better,exceptforBelindawhowastheonlyone

withoutapartner.Whilewewereallconversing

aboutrelationshipsandhowweallmetourpartners,

Belindadecidedtobeapartypooperasalways.

Shewassodrunkshewasstrugglingtospeak

properly.

Belinda:"Ja,neh.Hownicelifemustbeforallof



youboMr.AndMrs.Perfect.You'reforgettingone

thing,allyourfuckedupsecrets.Youknow,secrets

candestroyeverything.I'maskingmyselfifI

shouldn'truinyourperfectlittlelivesbyexposing

youall."

Kele:"Belinda,stopit,please.Iinvitedyouhereout

ofthegoodnessofmyheartandyouembarrassme

likethis?!"

Kelewasstartingtopanic.Icouldn'tunderstand

whatwasupwiththat.PerhapsBelindahasadeep

secretabouther.

Belinda:"Ag,wenaperfectgirl.LittleMissSunshine.

IwonderwhatSbuwillthinkofyouafterItellhim

thatyourprecioussonThatoisactuallyhisson.

Oops!Ijustletthecatoutofthebag."

Kele:"Shutthefuckup,Belinda!"



Sbu:"Whatthefuck?!Kele,isthistrue?!"

Belinda:"Oh,yes,Sbuda,itis.Shealsoforgotto

mentionthatSharondruggedyouthatdayKele

foundyoutwoinbedtogether.That'swhyyou

couldn'tremembershit.Oh,Iforgottomentionthe

juicypart.Kele,whydidn'tyoutellhimBrianfucked

youupsobadlyforrefusingtogivehimmoneyfor

hisdrughabit,thathenearlysoldThato,Sbu'sson,

tohisdrugdealersandheofferedanightwithyou

instead?Whydidn'tyoutellhimhisdrugdealer

fuckedyourightthereinfrontofyoursonwhile

Brianwasdoingalineofcoke?."

EveryonewasjustsoquietwhileSbuwasstaringat

Kelewithsomuchrageinhiseyes.

Porsche:"I'mwarningyou,Belinda,Sfebekewena

(Youbitch)!"



Belinda:"Wena,PortiaWilliams,Mosadiwalekgoa.

Haveyoueventoldyourhusbandhowyour

preciousmotherusedtosellyoutoherclientsjust

toputbreadonthetable?Sfebekemangnou

(Who'sthebitchnow)?!"

PorschestaredatBelindawithtearsthreateningto

fall.IneverevenknewthatbutforBelindatodish

outtheirdirtylaundrylikethisespeciallyonmy

specialnightisjustuncalledfor.

Me:"WenaBelinda!That'senoughnow!Youshould

getyourassoutofhere!"

Belinda:"Oh,darlingZiyanda.PreciousZiyanda

Ngcobo,whileyouwerebusytryingtofixyourlife,I

washavingthetimeofmylifefuckingyour

husband.Pityhisdickisassmallasmyson's

pinky.Oh,myson.Ialmostforgot.



IsleptwithhimforsolongIfellpregnant.He

thinksitshis,butmysonactuallybelongsto

Lunga'sdeadbrother.Whileyouhadyourprecious

miscarriage,ZodwaandItookyourpreciousbaby's

remainsanduseditformuthi.You'resofuckedup

it'snotevenfunny."

Ifeltlikemyheadwasspinning.Iwaslosing

controlofmybalance.

Phila:"Yeywena,Sfebe(bitch),shutthefuckupand

leavemyhousebeforeIskinyoualive!"

Belinda:"Oh,andthatleavesyou,PrinceCharming.

Disyouforgettomentiontoyourbrotherand

dearestZeethatIwalkedinyouwithSharonbackin

highschool?"

Phila:"Shutthefuckup,Belinda,uyangizwa?"



Istartedfeelingpaininmyabdomen.Ithoughtit

wasmaybeconstipationbutthenasharppain

camebackagain.

Me:(cryingoutinpain)"Ah!"

IheldmytummywhilePhilarushedtome.

Phila:"Yini,Sthandwasami(Whatisit,mylove)?"

Me:"Pain...Mystomach...."

ThenextthingIheardagunshotandIsaw

darkness.

ChapterFiftyFour

Kele



I'msosickandtiredofBelindaandherbehaviour.

I'vebeennothing,butgoodtoher.Allshe'sever

donewastakeadvantageofmykindness.Today,I

justlostit.Icouldn'ttakeitanymore.Shejustwent

onandonspillingallofoursecretsandIcouldn't

takeitanymore.

HowcouldBelindabesoevil?AfterallI'veever

doneforher.WhenshekeptramblingIjustcouldn't

takeitanymore.Withouteventhinkingtwice,Itook

Sbu'sgunwhichhehadputatthebackofhispants.

AndIpulledthetrigger.Ijustwantedtohurther,I

didn'tmeantokillher.Thebulletseemstohave

gonestraighttoherhead.Drakewasattendingto

herandPhilawasattendingtoanunconsciousZee,

whileeveryoneelsewasjustinablankstate.

Fromtheremymindjustwentblank.Mysenses

werestartingtocomebacktome,andIdidn'teven

realizeIstillhadtheguninmyhand.



Sbu:"Kele,givemethegun.Givemethegun,baby."

Igavehimthegunwithouthesitation.

Sbu:(toDrake)"Isshealive?"

Drake:"There'safaintpulse.Weneedtogethertoa

hospital,quickly."

Sbu:"I'monit."

SbucalledanambulanceandIhavenoideahowI'll

beabletohandleinterrogationfromthepolice.I

stoodwhereIwas,notmovinganinch.Ijustkilled

myfriend.I'mgoingtojailandmychildwillbe

motherless.Porschejustsatthereonthecouch

withherhusbandholdingherwaist,inadeep,trans-

likestate.



Theambulancecameafterashortwhileandthe

paramedicsdidn'treallyhavemuchtodosince

Drakegoeseverywherewithhismedicalkit.Zee

wasn'tconsciousyetsoPhiladecidedtodriveher

tothehospitalbeforetheambulancecame.Robert

tookPorschehome,andDrakefollowedPhilatothe

hospital.MelissastayedwithSbuandI.Sbuhad

tocallafewofhisgentstocomeandcleanupall

theblood.

ImusthavebeenstaringattheblooduntilMelissa

gavemesomewarm Chamomiletea.

Melissa:"Here.Thiswillhelpyoucalmdown."

Itooktheteacupwithshakyhandsandtears

startedstreamingdownmyface.Melissawas

beingsosupportiveassheheldmeclosetoher,

consolingme.



Melissa:"Hey.It'sokay,babe.Iwould'veshother

too.She'snotdeadsoyoucanrelax."

Kele:(Sniffing)"Butshecoulddie,Melissa.I'ma

murderer."

Melissa:"Listentome.Takeagoodlookatmeand

listentomeverycarefully."

Ilookedatherreluctantlywithmytearsblindingme.

Melissa:"Youdidwhatyouhadtodo.Sbuwillfix

this,theyalwaysdo."

Kele:"Howcanyouremainsocalmafterseeingall

that?"

Melissa:"Becauseitwasn'tmyfirsttimeseeing



someonebeingshotinfrontofme.Ihavehadto

killmyownfatherfortryingtorapemysister.Trust

mewhenIsaythis:Youwillgetoverthis."

Ijustkeptsniffingassheheldmeclosertoher

chest.Sbuwasinthekitchendrinkingwhiskey,just

sittingonahighchairstaringatme.I'mscared

shitlessrightnow.I'mscaredIwon'tmakeittil

tomorrowmorning.Whatifhekillsmewhen

Melissagoeshome?

Phila

Idrovetothehospitalinhighspeednoteven

worryingaboutjumpinganyredlight.Ihadmy

hazzardsonandallIcaredaboutwasZee'ssafety.

AsforthatBitchBelinda,Ihopeshe'sdeadandif

not,I'llfinishheroffmyself.

WegottothehospitalandluckilyDrakehadalready



preparedeverythingforus.IcarriedZeeinandthe

nursesbroughtastretcherandputheronit.We

wereledtooneoftheprivaterooms.Drake

checkedhervitalsandallnecessarythings.Then

heaskedmeabafflingquestion.

Drake:"So,doyouperhapsknowwhenlastZeehad

herperiod?"

Myeyesgrewwiderinshock.HowthefuckwouldI

know?Cometothinkofitawomanhasherperiod

onceamonthandonemonthlater,Ihaven'theard

Zeetalkaboutherperiodoranything.Wehaven't

evenbeenusingcondomseversincewestarted

havingsex.Awidesmilegrewonmyface.I'm

goingtobeafather!I'vebeenlongingforthis

momentandit'sfinallyhere.It'sapitywehadto

findoutthisway.

Phila:"Idon'tknow,Drake.Isshegoingtobeokay?"



Drake:"Yes,she'llbefine.Shefaintedduetoshock

andstress.Sheshouldtakeiteasythough,

consideringherhistorywithpregnancy."

AshesaidthatZeewokeup.

Zee:"WhereamI?Phila,whathappened?"

Phila:"Youfainted,Sthandwasami(Mylove)."

Drake:"Nowthatshe'sawakeIneedpermissionto

performasonarscan.Zee,mayI?"

Zee:"Sonarforwhat?Drake,amIpregnant?"

Drake:"Youcouldbe.I'djustliketomakesure."



Zee:"Fine.YoucandoitbutwithoutPhilainthe

room."

Myheartbrokeasshesaidthat.

Phila:"Zee.."

Drake:"Letmegiveyoutwoamoment.I'llberight

back."

Drakeleftandgaveusafewminutestotalk.

Phila:"Zee,whatdidIsayaboutcommunication?"

Ijustsawtearsstreamingdownherface.

Phila:"So,yougoaroundbelievingBelinda,manje

(now)?"



Zee:"Well?DidyousleepwithSharon?"

Phila:"Ithoughtyouknewmebetterthanthat,Zee.

Sharoncameontomethatnight.Shefoundme

takinganaponthecouchandshecameontopme.

Itoldhertofuckoffandshetriedtogetontopof

mebutIslappedherandshewentaway.Iswearto

youIdidn'tdoshit."

Zee:"Okay.Butplease,Phila,nomoresecrets.I

agreedtobeyourwife,butnomoresecrets."

Phila:"Ipromise,Sthandwasami(Mylove).No

moresecrets."

IkissedherforeheadandDrakecamebackwitha

smallmachine.



Drake:"Isitsafetowalkin,now?"

Phila:"Ngenawena(Justcomein)man.Wewantto

seeourbaby."

Ourbaby.Ilikethesoundofthat.

Drake:"Okay.Thisisgoingtobeabitcold,Zee.So

Ijustneedyoutorelaxokay?"

HeliftedZee'sdressupwhichmademeabit

uncomfortable,butIguesshe'susedtosuch.Zee

seemedlikeshewasfamiliarwiththiswhole

process,butshetensedupabitandIsqueezedher

handtighter.

DrakemovedthesonarpointonZee'sstomach.All

Icouldseeonthemonitorwasabunchofblurry

stuff.Idon'tknowhowdoctorsdoit.



Drake:"Well,Iseesomethingthere.Thereisthe

cervixansthatblackthingthatlookslikeasmall

ball,isthebaby.It'sstilltoosmalltotellwhetherits

aboyorgirlandwhethertotellifthere'sonlyoneor

moreinthere,butyou'redefinitelypregnant.2

weeksand4dayspregnant.Congratulations,

guys!"

IwassohappyIliterallyjumpedup.IkissedZeein

thelips.

Phila:"Ngiyabonga(Thankyou),Sthandwasamimy

love).You'vemademethehappiestmanalive.I

can'twaittobethehusbandyou'vealwayswanted."

ZeegavemeafaintsmilebutIcouldseeshewasa

bitworried.Drakegaveusaprescriptionofpills

Zeehastostarttakingandwewouldbebackina

monthtocheckthebaby'sprogress.Zeejustmade



melovehermore.Ican'tbelieveIscoredsosoon.

Sbu

IkepttakingsipsofmywhiskeyinthekitchenasI

thoughtofeverythingthathappenedearlieron

tonight.DrakecametofetchMelissaandIthanked

herforeverything.Nowthehousewasjustquiet.It

wasonlymeandKeleleft.Thetensionbetweenus

wasintenseandshelookedaoscaredofme.

Sbu:"Why,Kele?Whydidn'tyoutellme?"

Kele:"Iwantedto,Sbu,believemeIreallywantedto,

butSharoncameaftermewithagun.She

threatenedmewhenIwantedtotellyouthatIwas

pregnant.Shesaidshewouldshootmeeven

beforeIgotachancetogivebirth.Icouldn'trisk

that,Sbu.I'mreallysorry,Ijustcouldn'triskit."



Shebrokedownintearsanditjustbrokeme.I'm

overcomewithsomanyemotions;myson,myfirst

bornsonsufferedatthehandsofanotherman

whileI'malive.Icuppedherfaceinmyhandsand

wipedhertearsoff.Iremovedherglassesfromher

face.

Sbu:"TellmeaboutBrian,isittrue?Didhedothatto

you?"

Kelecouldn'tevenlookmeintheeyes.Shenodded

inshame.Ikissedherandtookherupstairstoour

bedroom.Ireassuredherthateverythingisgoing

tobeokay.AllIknowispeoplearegoingtodie

tonight.They'llregreteverhurtingmyKeleand

Sharon,oh,Sharon.ShehadbetterrunbecauseI'll

makesuresheneverlivestoseeanotherday.

Idecidedtocallher.



Sharon:"Hey,Sbu,baby.Iknewyouwouldmakeup

yourmind."

Sbu:(shouting)"JawenaSfebe(Yes,youslut).You

reallythoughtIwouldn'tfindoutaboutyoutryingto

seducemybrotherbackintheday?Youthought

youcoulddrugmeandtrapmeintomarryingyou

andIwouldn'tfindout?Youkeptmysonaway

frommeforfivefuckingyearsandyouthoughtI

wouldn'tfindout?!"

Sharon:(panicked)"Sbu,wait.Icanexplain."

Sbu:"SavethatforLucifer,Sharon.Youhadbetter

run.Runasfastasyoucantothefurthestplace

possible.Don'teventrytogobacktoyourparent's

housebecauseI'llfindyouandfuckingkillyou

myself.Gobacktowhereyoucomefrom,Sharon.

It'stimetofindyourroots.I'vetakeneverything

fromyou.Theonlythingyouhaveinyourname

nowisyourcar.I'vefrozenallyouraccounts.Run,



bitch.MakesureIdon'tfindyoubecauseifIdo,

you'llbenothingbutadistantmemory."

IhungupandlayinbednexttomyKele.Noone

messeswithmywomanandgetstolivetotellthe

tale.

PhilaandZiyandacamebackafterabouthalfand

hourandIwastednotime.ZeewenttobedandI

briefedPhilaonthesituation.Weheadedout

withoutthinkingtwice.It'stimeforafewpeopleto

meetCobraanrtheBlackMambatonight.

ChapterFiftyFive

Gog'Khanyi

It'sthemorningafterwecametoEshoweandIjust

can'twaittogobackhome.Wesleptonrealcomfy

beds,butthishousejustisn'tpeaceful.



Wekepttossingandturninginourbedsandeven

Florahstruggledtosleep.Shekeptsayingshesaw

skeletonsandweirdshithere.Shesayswe

shouldn'teatanythingZinhlepreparesforusand

wehavetoleaveassoonaspossible.

Iwasn'tevenplanningonstayinganylonger,sowe

gotupanddidn'tevenbothertotakeabath.My

spiritjustfeelssoheavyaftersleepinginthishouse.

Lomfaziumthakathi(Thatwomanisawitch).

WegottotheloungewithourbagsandBonginkosi

wasquiteshockedtoseeusleaving,whileZinhle

lookedpleasedandunbothered.

Bonginkosi:"Hawu,ma.Seniyahamba(You're

leavingalready)?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Yes,sorrywecan'tstayanylonger.We



haveanemergencytoattendathome.We'llbein

touchforthearrangements.Don'tletmedown.

Wena,Zinhle,tilwemeetagain,mthakathi(witch)."

Weleftherthereshoutingandinsultingus.I

couldn'tcareanyless.Ineedtogotochurchafter

sleepinginthedevil'shouse.

Wegotintoourcarandthedriverdroveoff.

Mam'Masango:"ThankGodwe'reoutofthathouse."

Nomsa:"Yoh!Kantiyoualsofeltit?!"

Mam'Masango:"Ifeeleverything,mntwanawami.

Allthegoodandthebadenergies,Ifeelthem.

Nomsa,doyouknowwhathappenedto

Bonginkosi'sfirstwife?"



Nomsa:(Surprised)"No,ma.WhenImethimhe

wasalreadywithZinhleandshewastheonlyone."

Mam'Masango:(Shakingherhead)"Bonginkosihad

anotherwife,thefirstwife.WhenZinhlejoinedthe

marriage,shewelcomedZinhlewithopenarms,but

Zinhlecouldn'thandlebeingintheshadow.

Bonginkosilovedhisfirstwifedearly,evenmore

thanZinhle."

Nomsa:"ButwhydidhemarryZinhlethen?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Ukugalanje(Greed)."

Mam'Masango:"Yes,greed,mybaby.Zinhle

poisonedthefirstwifeandshediedaveryslowand

painfuldeath.Bonginkosiwassoheartbroken,he

neverthoughthewouldfindloveagainuntilhemet

you.



Yes,youraffairwasunorthodox,butitwaspure

love.Zinhlecouldn'thandlebeingintheshadow

onceagainandtriedtogetyoukilledusingdark

magic.

Itdidn'tworkbecauseyourancestorsarevery

strong,mntwanawami(mychild).Sheputaspell

onZiyanainsteadwhenyouwerepregnant.Thatis

whyherbirthwassuchapainfulbirth.Bonginkosi

haslongbeenunderZinhle'sspell,butevenwith

thatspellhestillcan'tloveher.

ZinhleismuchlikeZodwa,butmoredangerous.

Nowthatherspelldidn'twork,sheistryingiton

Zee'sunborntwinsaswespeak.Zeeisingrave

dangerandthesoonerPhilacangoseehispaternal

family,thebetteritwillbeforallofus."

Gog'Khanyi:(Sighing)"Manje(So),whatabout

Zinhle?Can'tIjustkillher?"



Mam'Masango:(Chuckling)"No,youcan't.Fate

awaitshermuchlikeZodwa.Hertimeiscoming.

Justbepatient."

Allthisistoomuchformybaby.Everytimeshe

seemstofindhappinesssomecuntwantstotakeit

awayfromherandIwon'tletithappen.

Phila

SbuaandIheadedouttolookforBrian.Tony

tippedusoffandtoldushestaysatoneofthese

wannabedrulords'placeinMamelodi.Itdidn't

takeverylongtofindhim.Wedroveintoadark

streetwithnostreetlightsonandfoundhisexact

location.

Therewasalockedfourroomedhouse,andashack

withafewroomsatthebackoftheyard.SbuandI



bargedintotheshackandfoundBriansniffing

somecocainewiththesetwoidiots;theidiotshe

gottorapeKeleinfrontofmynephewwhilehewas

busysmokingdrugs.

Sbu:"Yes,Ninaizinja(youdogs).Kumnandilanane

(It'snicehere,hey)."

Guy1:"Nxa,voetsekwena(pissoff).Elegoreo

mangwenaonoitahlelakamoParliamentyakaso

(Whoareyoutojustbargeinmyplacelikethis)?!"

Sbu:"KewenaSghidline,plusbampoditsegoreo

ringathata(So,youmustbeSghidli,right,theytold

meyoutalktoomuch)."

Guy2:(Lookingworried)"Ah,ah,Sghidli,kebo

mangdiebrasbjanong(Whoaretheseguys,now)?

Oretliseditsemagata(Youbroughtuscops)?"



Sbu:"Relax,mfanakithi(myboy).Garemagata,but

retlogodidirelamasepatonight(we'regoingto

showyoushittonight)."

Guy2:"Ah,ah,ah,bonamybra,tseyangdieman

(look,myman.Takethisguy).Nnagakeditsene(I

hadnothingtodowithit)."

Phila:"Mxmobuamasepanou,maranegole

monatelerapervrouyamybra(You'retalkingshit

now,butitwasnicewhenyouwererapingmy

brother'swife).Sbu,baringakakhululabafana,

asibathate(theseboysaretalkingtoomuch,lets

takethem)."

Wewastednotimeandkickedthem.Sbugoton

topofBrianandstartedpunchinghim.Hewouldn't

stopuntilIbeggedhimto.Killinghimnowwoudbe

tooeasy.Theseguysdeserveapropersendoff,

torturestyle.



Weknockedallofthemwithourgunsontheir

headsuntiltheywereunconcious.Wetookout

cabletiesandblindfoldsandsometapeandtied

themup,blindfoldedthemandtapedtheirmouths.

WebroughtSbu'sMercedesViano.Weusuallyuse

thatwhenwehavemorethanonepersontokill.We

leftourwomenwaitingforusathomesowecan't

wastemuchtime.

WedrovetotheWarehouseandfoundtwoguyswe

hiredwaitingforus.Theybothhelpeduswith

gettingthemoutofthecarandputtingthemon

theirownchairsinthewarehouse.Wethrew

bucketsofcoldwateronallthreeofthemandthey

wokeup.Sbuisrunningtheshowtonight.He'sin

painsoI'lljustsitandwatch.

Sbu:"Yes,dimpya(dogs).Letsogilena(You're



awake).NowIcanfinallygetstarted."

SburippedoffSghidli'smouthtapefirstandthen

Guynumber2.Wedidn'tevengethisname,wejust

weren'tinterested.

Sghidli:"Please,man,kaofraisa(I'mbeggingyou).

Nekesaitsekevrouyagaodaicherry(Ididn't

knowshewasyourwoman)."

Sbu:"Itwasnicewhenyourapedherallnightin

frontofmysin,right?SoIthinkitsonlyfairifyou

getthesametreatment,orbjangmajita(right

guys)?"

Theothertwoguys:"Sho,sho."

Sbu:"Wellthen,getready,fozas(brothers).It'stime

tohavefunwiththesetwobitches.They'reall



yours."

ThetwoguyswehiredkickedbothSghidliandhis

friendoffthechairsandtookofftheirpants.They

bothworecondomsandfuckedtheirasses.They

screamedoutinpainwhileBrianwasscared

shitless,somuchthathepissedhimself.

Thetwoguyswereinalotofpain,beggingand

screaming.IcouldseeSbu'seyes,theywerered

withrage.Thosetwoguyswehiredhadsome

Viagrabeforewearrived,sotheyshouldkeep

themselvesbusyfuckingthesetwoforafewhours,

justastheydidtoKele.

WhileSghidliandhisfriendwerebusygettingraped,

SbuturnedhisattentiononBrian.Herippedoffhis

mouthtape.

Brian:"Please,Sbu,man,Please.Skaechunadie



ding(pleasedon'tdothis)."

Sbu:(laughing)"Umzwile(Didyouhearhim),

Mamba?He'sbeggingme.Kantiwasn'tKele

begginghimtostopwhilehewasbeatingtheshit

outofher?Wasn'tshebeggingwhilehehadthose

twofuckersrapeherinfrontofmychild?Angithi

wenayoulovedrugsmorethanyoulovelife.You

usedyourfistsandsticklegstobeatupmywoman,

soIthinkIshouldn'twasteanymoretimeandgive

youaslow,painfuldeath."

Brian:(pleading)"Please,please,Sbu,manI'm

beggingyou."

Sbu:"Toolate.Yourtearswillnotredowhatyoudid

toKele."

Sbutookoutahammerfromthefamoustrolleyand

startedhammeringBrian'slegs.Hescreamedout



inpainasSbuhammeredhisdickandballs.Brian

gaspedoutofpainwithtearsfailingtocomeoutof

hiseyes.Hethenproceededtohammerhis

abdomencontinuously.Brianwasinsomuchpain,

hewasstartingtobleedfromhismouth.

Sbu:(Holdingthehammerup)"ThisisformyKele.

Restinpeacemsunu(asshole)."

Hehithimonhisheadsohardthathisbrains

splashedout.

ChapterFiftySix

Sbu

WearrivedatPhila'shousejustaftermidnight.I

hopeKeleisn'tawakeyetbecauseI'mtiredasfuck.

Idon'tregretkillingBrian,heshould'veknownbetter

thantofuckupKelelikethat.Worstoarthe

damagedmyson.Sghidliandhislittlefriendwillbe



traumatizedforever.

They'llprobablyendupcommittingsuicide.

Speakingofmyson,Ihavetofetchhimandgetto

knowhim.IalsoneedtointroducehimtouMa.I

alsodon'twanttowasteanymoretimeandget

marriedtoKeleassoonaspossible.

PhilaandIsmelllikeshit.Noonecangetusedto

thesmellofblood.IheadedtoKeleandI's

bedroom.Iwalkedinslowlyhopingshewouldbe

asleep.Thankgoodnessshewassoundasleep.I

quicklyheadedtotheshowerandrubbedoffthis

disgustingsmelloffme.Igotoutandwipedmyself.

AsIwasabouttolotionmybody,Kelespoketome.

Kele:"Otswakae(Wheredoyoucomefrom),Sbu?"

Sbu:"Ijusthadtosortoutsomebusiness,Themba

lami(Myhope).Gobacktobed."



Kele:"Ican'tsleep.Ihadanightmare."

Igotinthecoversandputherheadonmychest.

Sbu:"Wanttotalkaboutit?"

Kele:"IdreamtofSharonkillingme.Itwassoscary

Sbu."

Sbu:"Hey.It'sokay.Sharonwillnevercomenear

youeveragain.Youcantrustme,Thembalami(My

hope)."

Kele:"Sbu,doyouhateme?"

Sbu:"Idon'thateyou,Thembalami(Myhope).Ijust

hatethefactthatImissedoutonfiveyearsofmy



son'slife.Ihatethefactthatourlivesgotruined,all

becauseofSharon.

Ihatethatmybeautifultwingirlscomefromthat

monster'swomb.Iwishtheywereyours.Icould

neverhateyou,Kele.You'remyworld.Forthefirst

timeinaverylongtime,mylifeisstartingtomake

sense."

Kele:"Iloveyoutoo,Sbu."

Sbu:"Tomorrowwe'refetchingoursonfromyour

mom'shouse.It'stimehegetstoknowme,butfirst

wemusttakehimgometouMa.Nowsleep.We'll

talktomorrow."

KeletriedtotouchmebutIjustcouldn't.Ican't

makelovetoherafterkillingthatfucker.Istillhave

everythingBelindasaidplayinginmyheadlikea

damnrecordplayerandIjustcan't.Notrightnow.



Sbu:"Nottonight,Thembalami(Myhope).Ican't

haveyouafterIkilledyourexhusband."

Kele:"Well,I'mgladyoudid.

Ikissedherforeheadanddozedoffafterashort

while.

Phila

IwalkedinandfoundZeealreadywaitingupforme.

Itmustbethatshejustfinishedpraying.

Zee:"Phila,thankGoodnessyou'reback!Youjust

leftwithouttellingmewhereyoiweregoing.

Ubuyaphi(Wherewereyou)?"



Phila:"Forgiveme,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Ihad

torunanimportanterrandwithSbu."

Ziyanda:"Isthishowthingswillalwaysbe?You'll

goaroundkillingeveryonewhocomesinyour

way?"

Phila:(sigh)"Zee,notnow,please.It'snotlikethat.

Ijustneedtoshowerandsleep.Canwedothat?"

Zee:"Okay."

ShegotinthecoversandIwenttotakeaquick

shower.AfterIfinishedIgotinbedandcuddled

Zee.Shetriedtopushmeaway,butIdidn'tlether.

Sheeventuallygaveinanddozedoff.Ididthe

sameafterashortwhile.

Zodwa



IgotnewsthatBelindawasshotintheheadand

wasinhospital.Goodriddance.Iwishshewould

justdie.Shesleepswithbothmysonsandgets

pregnantbyoneofthemandnowshegotpregnant

bymyhusband?!

Noonegetsawaywithdoublecrossingme.Sure,

DavidandIhaven'thadsexinoverayear,buthe's

stillmyhusband.Ihavetodosomethingtoregain

mypower.Surelymylifecantbeallthisbad.

IseeZeeisstillhappyaseverwhichmeansthe

tabloidsandbodyshamingdidnothingtoher.Mxm.

Shemusthavegrownsomeballs.It'stimeIgovisit

Adonia.Sheneedstoknowherplace.Howcan

sherefusetohelpmenowafterallthemoneyI

havespentonher?

Lunga



EveryonethinksthatI'velostmymarblesandthat

there'snohopeforme.TheythinkIdon'tremember

anythingbeforetheaccident,butIrememberitall.I

evenrememberwhatuMadidtomewiththatevil

bitchAdonia.

Irememberhowshehypnotizedmeandmademy

manhoodweak,mademesterile,plottedwith

BelindaandactedlikeNkosiyaboisminewhen

indeedhewasmybrother'sseed.

I'mactingstupidbecauseI'mwaitingfortheright

timetoattack.MymotheristhereasonI'minthis

position.Hadshejustletnaturetakeitscourse

betweenZeeandI,thingswouldn'tbethewaythey

arenow.

IkeepstalkingZee,checkingherTwitter,Facebook

andInstagramaccounts.Sheseemssohappywith



thatguy.She'ssupposedtobemine.Imarriedher

first.IloveZeesomuch,Ijustcan'tstopthinking

abouther.

I'mthinkingofamasterplantogetherback.Ilove

Zeeandnooneisgoingtostopmefromgettingher

back.MymemoryisbackandIwanttofixthings.

Zeeismine.

Ziyanda

Thefollowingmorningcame.Themorningaftermy

ruinedbridalshower.Everythingisamess,and

everyoneisevenmoreofamess.Keleseemstobe

doingokay,butI'msoworriedaboutPorsche.

I'vetriedcallingherbutRobertsaidshedoesn't

wanttospeaktoanyone.Theofficewon'tfunction

withoutheratwork.Ihopeshegetsbettersoon.

Phila,Kele,SbuandIareheadedtoCapeTownto



seehismom.We'regoingtofetchThatofirst.

WefirstdrovetoKele'smom'shouseinRandburg.

Kelewasjustsoanxious.I'veneverbeentoher

houseandnowIgetwhy.Hermom'shousewas

veryuncaredfor.Thewallswereextremelydirty

anditlookedlikeshehardlycleaned.Idon'tknow

howKelecopedwithallthis.

Shedidn'twantustogoinwithher,butwehadto

formoralsupport.Weallcomefromadarkplace

andit'simportanttomakeKeleseethatwe'rehere

forher.Keledidn'twantustoinwithher,butWe

decidedtoallgoinwithherformoralsupport.I

couldseetearsglisteninginhereyes,andSbu

squeezedherhandasshewalkedbyhisside.

Justbeforeweenteredthehouse,Thatocame

runningtowardsusandranintohismother'sarms.

Thesightjustbrokeme.Icouldn'tholdmytearsin

anymoreandPhilasawthat.Hejustbrushedmy



back.Thatolookedsodirty,andprobablyhadn't

beenbathedindays.Hisshoesweresobrokenwe

couldseehistoespeepingoutofthem.

Thisisodd.Keleloveshersonsomuch,Idon'tget

whyhersonwouldlooklikethis.Sbujustlookedso

sadandenragedatthesametime.Hewantedtolet

thetearsfall,buthetriedtoholdthemback.

Kele:"Boy,boy.Whyoleditshilaso(Whyareyou

sodirty)?Kgantedikaediaparotsekegotletseng

tsona(WherearerheclothesIbroughtyou)?"

Thato:"Ah,mama,nkgonoodifileTshwarelo

(GrannygavethemtoTshwarelo).Orilewenawa

mokolotasoTshwarelootlankadiaparotsaka

(ShesaidyouowehersoTshwarelowilltakemy

clothesasformofpayment).

Mama,pleasetellmeyoucametofetchme?I'd



ratherlivewithyouandBrianeventhoughhebeats

you.AtleastIdidn'tgohungrythen.Mobantima

dijo,kejagaonekaletsatsi(Heretheydon'tgive

mefood.Ieatonceaday)."

IcouldseehowcrushedKelewas.Thelookofa

brokenandhurtmother.ThefactthatThatocalled

Brianbyhisnameshowedhowmuchhehatedhim,

whichisunderstandable.Sbuwasabouttomurder

someone.Hefinallyletthetearsfalldownbuthe

quicklywipedthemoff.

Kele:"Skawara(Don'tworry)boyboy.Gotlogafao

tsamayalenna(You'releavingwithmetoday).Ga

resatlonnaleBrian(We'renolongergoingtostay

withBrian)."

Hejumpedupinexcitement.Thispoorboy.Ican

onlywonderhowmuchmoreabusehesufferedat

thehandsofhisgrandmother,Kele'smom.They

hadglasseshalfemptyofbeer,withoneHansa



quartinbetweenthemonthefloor.

Kele:"Goplay,I'llcomefetchyouwhenI'mdone

talkingtoyourgranny."

Thatowentbacktoplaywithhisfriends.Shehad

tearsstreamingdownherfaceandshewaseven

shaking.

Kele:"Please,Sbu.Please,let'sjustleave."

Sbu:"No,Thembalami(Myhope).Ineedtoseethe

bitchwhoistreatingmysonlikeafuckinghobo.

Let'sgo."

Kelejustfrozeatthegate.

Sbu:"Don'tmakemedragyou."



Kelereluctantlywalkedintotheyard,whilePhila

andIfollowed.Wehadtoseethismonster.We

knockedonthekitchendoor.Thefoulstenchof

alcoholwasdrowningthewholehouse.An

unpleasantsightofpiledupdisheswithfleasflying

aroundinthekitchenwelcomedus.Icouldn't

understandwhypeoplelivedlikethisinsuchanice

houseandaverypleasantneighbourhood.

Voice:"Kena(Comein)!"

WeenteredwiththealreadyshakenKelelooking

downwithherglassesblurredwithtearsfromher

eyes.Wefoundaratherthin,palelookingwoman,

probalyinhersixtieswithayoungerversionof

herselfsittingnexttoher.Iassumeit'sKele'smom

andsister.

Olderwoman:"Hao,Kele.Waserebotsegoreotla



lebaengbababotsanaso(youdidn'ttellusyou're

cominghomewithsuchgoodlookingguests).

Nkabekekolomakilemos(Iwould'vecleaned)."

Sosheonlycleanswhensheexpectsvisitors?

Wow.Kelejustremainedquiet.

Youngerwoman:"Hehbanna!Kelesetseole

semumubjanong(haveyougonemutenow)?"

SbuwasgettingratherirritatedandsowasPhila.

Sbu:"AreyouKele'smother?"

Olderwoman:"Heh!Utlwaobolelasekgoabotse

bjang(HeevensoeaksEnglishsowell).Aowa,ke

stepmothersagae(I'mherstepmother).Herstupid

fatherdiedandleftmetotakecareofher.Ke

serathaneseloseo(thatthingisanorphan)."



Thosewordsjustcutdeep.Kelecanreallykeepa

secret.NowIunderstandwhysheneverwantedus

tovisither-ever.

Sbujustlosthismarbles.

Sbu:"Soyoudecidedtotakeadvantageofher,

probablyusedupallherFather'ssavingsonyour

uselessbitchofadaughterandnowyou'retreating

mysonlikeshit?!"

Olderwoman:"Heywena,elegoreomangwenao

tsenakantlongyakaotloiketsastarring(Whodo

youthinkyouarecomingtomyhouseandacting

likeastarring)?"

Kele'sstepmotherdidn'tseeitcomingbecauseSbu

chargedather.Heslappedhersohardshenearly

fellonthefloor.Kele'ssisterjustscreamedand



startedcursing.Sbuslappedandkickedheraswell

thenwentbacktothemotherandheldherbyher

throat.

Sbu:"You'resofuckingluckyKeleishere.Idon't

wanthertowitnessmekillingyou.You'llfucking

regretevertreatingmywomanlikeshit,I'mtelling

you.I'llbecomingbackforyourestassured.I'll

fuckingburnyoualiveinthisshitholeyoucalla

house!"

Heletherthroatgoandshecoughedcontinuously.

Sbu:"Let'sgetyououtofthisshithole."

HegrabbedKelebyherhandandPhilaandI

followed.WetookThatowithuswithouteven

changinghim.Wewererunningoutoftimesowe

hadtotakehimlookingjustlikethat.



WegottheairportandenteredtheJet.Everyone

wasjustdeadquietwithKelesilentlycrying.Ifelt

soemotionalIwascryingaswell.Pregnancy

hormoneswerealreadykickingin.Thefirstthing

KeledidinthejetwasorderThatosomefoodand

juice.Thewayhegobbleduphisfoodbrokeusall.

SbujustcriedsilentlyandPhilashedatearaswell.

Ithinkoncethisisallover,Kele'sstepmomand

sisterarenextontheZwane'shitlist.

ChaperFiftySeven

Kele

AswewereridinginthejetonourwaytoCape

TowntoseeSbu'sMom,Ijustcouldn'tstopletting

thetearsflow.Itriedsohardformyboynottosee

meinthismessI'min,asIkeptwipingthemoff.I

evenhadtoremovemyglassesfrommyeyesdue

totheconstanttears.Sbu'seyesweresored,he

lookedatThatowithsomuvhsadness,almostlike

there'ssomuchgriefinhiseyes.



It'slikehe'smourningthelossoftimelost,

mourningthedamagedThatorightnow.Myfather

alwayssaidthere'salwayslightattheendofthe

tunnel,buthediedwhenIwasjustatthetenderage

of13.Ihadjuststartedhighschool.Hewasoneof

thebigguysatEskom,sohehadleftmealotof

money.

HegotmarriedtomystepmotherMarywhenIwas

five.MymotherdiedduringchildbirthandIguess

mufatherwaslonely.Hewassearchingfor

someonetobeamothertome.Andthat'swhenhe

metMary.

Theplaneridewashellforthefourofus,exceptfor

Thatowhowassohappyjusttohaveapropermeal.

Ihadtolethimstaywithmystepmothersincelast

monthbecausethingswerejustgettingworsewith

Brian.Icouldseehowmuchithadstartedaffecting

Thato,soIhadnochoicebuttobegmyevel



stepmothertolokkafterhim.

TheJetlandedandweallheadedout.Sbutook

Thatoinhishand,tellinghimallaboutwherewe

weregoing.Hewassoexcited.Wegotintotwo

separatecars;PhilaandZeegotintheirsasSbu,

ThatoandIgotintoours.Thedriverstookcareof

ourluggage.Ihonestlydon'tknowifIcouldget

usedtosuchalife.It'sabittoomuchforme.

Everyonealwaysendsupdisappointingyouwhen

thingsseemtobejusttoogoodtobetrue.

WearrivedattheirMother'shouse.Zeewasn't

kiddingwhenshesaidthesepeopleareloaded.

Suchahugemansion,withahugegarden.Ilove

thepeaceitscreams.Wegotoutofthecarsand

foundthesetwolittlegirlswholookalike.They

mustbeSbu'stwins.Theycamerunningtowards

Philwfirstashehuggedthem,thentheyhugged

Zee.



Nobuhle:"UnclePhila,whatdidyougetustoday?"

Nokuhle:"Aunty,Zee,didyoubringussomething

today?BecauseunclePhilaneverbringsus

anything."

Thesecondtwinwhotalkstoomuch.Thatmustbe

Nokuhle.SbuandPhilahavetoldmealotabout

thesetwo.

Phila:(Chuckling)"Ididn'thavetimetogotothe

shops,buttellyouwhat.Whenwe'redonetalking

toGogowe'lltakeyououtandgetyousomething,

okay?"

Thetwins:"Yey!"

Nokuhle:"Yazi(Youknow)UnclePhila,you'reso

muchcoolerthatmydad.He'salwayssoserious



justlikemymom."

PhilwandZeelaughed.

Sbu:"Yey,nina(Heyyoutwo).Ngitheni(WhatdidI

say)aboutgreeting?"

Nokuhle:"Eish,sorrybaba(daddy).Oldhabitsdie

hard.(Lookingatme)Didyoubeingusanew

auntie?"

Nobuhle:"Isthisournewbrother?!"

Theylookedsoexcited.

Sbu'smomsavedusfromallthesequestionsand

appeared.



Phila'sMom:"Yey,ninaman(Heyyoutwo)!Kunini

ngin'tshela(I'vetoldyoucontlesstimes)about

harassingpeopleastheywalkthroughthatdoor!

Hambaniniyodlala(Goandplay)!"

Nokuhle:"Hawu(But),Gogo.Wewanttogoandplay

withourbrother."

Phila'smom:"He'lljoinyoulater.Hambani(Go

away)!"

Nobuhle:"KodwaGogouyabhora(Butgrannyyou

canbesoboring)sometimes."

Theyleftandrantowardsanotherroom,I'm

assumingit'stheirplayroom.Thishouseisso

amazing.Sbu'smomhassomuchtaste.

Phila'smom:"Wozani,bantwanabami(Comein,my



children).Letmegreetabakotibamikucala(my

daughtersinlawfirst)."

Zeesmiledandhuggedher.Thenshecametome

andsmiled.Shelookedmeintheeyesandhugged

meforalongwhile.Icouldn'thelp,butshedatear.

I'veneverexperiencedtheloveofamother.Only

Zee'sGrannyshowedmesuchloveamdwarmth.

Shethenlookedatmeandwipedmytearsoff.

Phila'sMom:(tearyeyed)"Khululeka(Relax)

Kelebogile.Umyeniwami(Myhusband)toldme

thisdaywouldcomethissoon.You'rehomenow

andyou'vefoundamotherinme.Phephisa

mntwanawami(Takeiteasy,mychild)."

ShebentdownandlookedatThato.Tearsstarted

streamingdownherface,causingthefourofusto

cryaswell.Shehuggedhimforalongwhile.Poor

Thatodidn'tunderstandwhywewereallcrying.



Phila'sMom:"Hello,myboy.I'myournewgranny.

Wouldyouliketostaywithmeinthishouseandbe

takencareof?"

Thatonoddedwithabigsmileonhisface.

Phila'smom:"Good.Let'sgoandgetyoucleaned

upfirst.Gogoisgoingtogiveyouanice,warm

bathandputyouinsomeveryniceclothes."

Thato:"Koko,onalediaparotsaBen10(Grannydo

youhaveBen10clothes)?"

Phila'smom:(Laughing)"No,Ididn'tknowyoulike

Ben10,butIpromiseafterweeatsomelunchwe're

goingshopping,neh?Youcangetalltheclothes

andtoysyouwant."



Theywalkedhandinhandtowardsoneofthe

bathroomsIassumeleavingthefourofusstanding

there.Itwasabittersweetmoment,especiallyfor

SbuandI.

Sbu:(Holdingmyhand)"Let'sallgofreshenup.

ZeeandKele,gotoyourbedrooms,PhilaandIwill

bringtheluggage."

Ilookedathimpuzzled.Ihavenoideawhere"our"

roomis.

Kele:"ButIdon'tknowwhereourroomis."

Zee:"Come,I'llshowyou."

Shetookmyhandandwewalkedupthestairs.She

tookmeintooneofthebedrooms.Ithadahuge

bed,aplasmatvattachedtothewallandanen-



suitebathroomandsomeofSbu'spicturesfrom

whenhewasababyonthewalls.Phila'smomtook

suchaneffortwiththishouse.I'mguessingher

favouritecolouriswhitesincealmosteverythingis

white.Thebedhaswhiteandgraysheetsonit

whilethedresseriswhite.

ZeeandIhuggedforawhile.

Zee:"Chomi(friend),whyneosampotse(didn'tyou

tellme)aboutyourfamilysituation?"

Kele:(lookingdown)"Itwasn'teasyformetoopen

upaboutthat.NotevenBelindaknewthatpartof

mylife."

Zee:"I'msosorryyouwentthroughallthat.Please,

pleasetrustSbufromnowon.I'msureyousaw

howmuchhewoulddoforyou.Helovesyouand

Thatowillbeokay.You'llsee."



SbuwalkedinwithourluggageandZeewalkedout.

Sbuputtheluggageonthefloorandheldmyhand.

Sbu:"Comelienexttomeonthebed."

Welaynexttoeachotherstillinourclothes.He

heldmeclosertohim.

Sbu:"WhyKele?IunderstandthatSharon

threatenedyou,butwhydidn'tyouriskitandtellme?

Iwould'vehavetakencareofyou."

Kele:(Deepsigh)"MydadmarriedMary,my

stepmomwhenIwasfive.Mymomdiedduring

childbirth,wellthat'swhatmydadtoldme.She

wouldtreatmesobadlySbuwhenmydadwasn't

around,butassoonashecamebackshewouldact

likeanangel.Iwouldalwayswashthedishes,

scrubthefloorsevendoherandherdaughter's



laundry.

LeboalwaysbeatmeupifItriedtospeakup,and

sodidmystepmom.Icouldnevertellmydad,I

didn'twanttoruinourrelationship.Mystepmother

begandrinkingexcessivelywhenmydaddied.I

wasonly13,Ihadjuststartedhighschool.Igota

bursarytogotoourschool,Iwasahardworker.

Lebowouldalwaysbejealousofmymarksbecause

sherepeatedeverygradeanddroppedoutinGrade

11.Mydad'spensionwaspaidoutandafew

policiesandIneverreceivedacent.Ihadtodo

somepiecejobsjusttobuymyselfsanitarypads,

Sbu.Doyouknowhowhardthatwas?Lebohad

herfirstchildatSeventeenandhersecondchildat

Eighteen.Ihadtosleeponthecouchandmoveout

ofmybedroomtomakeroomforherkids.

OnedayIwasatschoolwritingmymatricexams,

andshehadleftthekidsalonetogoanddrinkata



localshebeen.Shecamebackandfoundthe

youngestbabyblueintheface.Thebaby

suffocatedinhersleep.WhenIgothomeMary

shoutedatmeandstartedbeatingmewitha

shambok.TheneighboursrescuedmeandIslept

withthemthatnight.Ihadanexamtowritethe

nextdayandIdideventhoughIwasinseriouspain.

Theneighboursweresokindtome,theygaveme

shelterfortherestofthecomingmonths.Luckily

aftermyexamsIstayedwithZeefortheDecember

holidayawaitingnewsofmyBursary.IthankGod

thatmybursaryapprovedmeinJanuary,andZee's

grannyhelpedmeoutwithregistrationfees.She's

theonlyoneItoldandIbeggedhernottotellasoul.

IstayedawayforyearsandwhenIfoundyouwith

Sharoninbedthatday,myheartbroke.

ImetBrianwhenIwasdoingmysecondyear.He

seemedsoperfectandAskedmetomarryhim

withinamonthofdating.Assoonaswegot



marriedhechanged.Hestarteddemandingmoney

fromme.AssoonasIstartedworkingIhadtogive

himhalfmysalary.Hewasdeepintodrugsand

hadaseriousdebtofoverR200000.Ididn'thave

thatmuchmoneyonmeandtheywantedtotake

Thato.Icouldn'tletthemdoitsoI...Ioffered

myselfinstead.Igavemybodyupformyson,our

son.

Icouldn'tleavehimbecauseItriedrunningaway

backtomystepmom'shouse.Itwashell,butmuch

betterthanlivingwithBrian.Shecalledhimand

toldhimwhereIwas,hefoundmeandbeatmetoa

pulp.Inearlycollapsedthatday.Ibeggedherto

takeThatoinandIsentmoneyeveryweek.R3000

everyweek,butshestillmanagedtotreatmyson

likeaslave."

AllthiswhileSbujustkeptquietandheldmeclose

tohim.Icouldfeelhissaltytearsfallonmyfaceas

Ilaidmyheadonhischest.Thatmomentof



silence,itwasalmostasifthemouringperiodwas

over.Inthatmomentweletoutallthepainwehad

burrieddeepwithinoursouls.Sbulookedatme

andkissedme.Weslowlytookourclothesoffand

madelove,realpassionateandslowlove.Weletgo

aswecametogether.

Sbu:"Marryme,Kele."

IwasshockedandindisbeliefbutIremembered

Zee'swords"TrustSbu".Ididn'teventhinktwice

andIanswered.

Kele:"OfcourseIwill.Iwillmarryyou,Sbusiso."

ChapterFiftyEight

Ziyanda

PhilaandIhavebeencurledupinbedeversincewe



gothere.We'vebeenmakingsweetlovefromthe

momentwegotinourbedroom.IassumeKeleand

Sbuhavebeendoingthesamesincetheyhaven't

beenout.Phila'smomtoldusshe'sgoingshopping

withtheThatoandthetwins.TheChefhadalready

madelunchsoit'sabouttimewegotup.

Wearrivedhereat11amandit's3pmnow.Idon't

wantPhila'smomtothinkI'mgettinglazyandtoo

comfortablenow.IdraggedPhilaoutofbedand

wetookashowertogether.Wegotdressedand

headeddownstairs.AfewminuteslaterSbuand

Keleheadeddownstairsholdinghands,smiling.I

assumethingshavebeensortedbetweenthetwo

ofthem.

Kelehelpedmesetthetable,andSbuandPhila

broughtthefoodanddrinkstothetable.Thesetwo

arereallysweet.NowthatIthinkaboutit,theyare

equallyromanticandequallyposessive.Philaisa

lotcalmerthanSbu.Sbuisahotheadanddoes



thingswithoutthinkingattimes,butsomehowKele

bringsoutthecalmboyinhim.Iguessthat'slove.

Phila'smomwalkedinwiththetwinsandThatojust

beforewestartedeating.Theywerecarryingso

manyplasticandpaperbags.Talkaboutspoiling

hergrandkids.Kelequicklygotupandfetched

someplatesforallfourofthem.

Phila'smom:"Yoh,yazilabantwanabaidlileimali

yami(Youknow,thesekidsfinishedallmymoney).

Wena,Sbu,uyang'kolota(YouowemeSbu)."

Weallchuckledandthekidsdidn'tevenseem

botheredwithfood.Theyjusttookthey'reclothes

andbagsandheadedtotheirplayroom.Sbu

offeredtotaketherestofthebagstothekids'

roomsandcamebackawhilelater.Wesaidgrace

andstartedeating.

Phila'smom:"ManjekeSbu,uphiuSharon(Sonoe

Sbu,where'sSharon)?Whyungam'cishangavele



(Whydidn'tyoukillher)?"

KeleandIlookedsosurprised.Kelealmostchoked

onherfoodandwascoughing.

Phila'smom:"Don'tbesosurprised.Youtwoare

joiningthefamily.You'llsoonlearnthatsome

peopleareajustawasteofspace.It'seasiertoget

ridofthembeforetheypollutetheworldeven

further."

Icouldn'tbelieveit.Phila'smomlookedsofragile

andsweet.Iguesslookscanbedeceivingalright.

Sbu:"Ngisam'cabangela(I'mstillthinkingonwhat

todotoher).Angifuniafemanje,kumeleakhale

kucala(Shemustsufferfirst)."

Phila'smom:"DoitsoonbecauseIbumpedintoher



atthemalltryingtopersuadethetwinstogowith

her."

Sbugotsoupsetandclenchedhisfist.

Phila'smom:"Khululeka,Sbu(Relax).Thosegirls

knowbetter.Theystartedscreamingandsheran

away.Kumeleumkhuze(youneedtowarnher)

otherwiseI'lldothejobmyself."

Sbu:"Yebo,ma."

Phila'smom:"Kele,mntwanami(mychild).You

needtogetthisidiotincheck,you'rehischosenone

andyou'retheonemeanttocalmhimdown.Don't

beimpatient,youneedtolearntounderstandhim

andhiswayofdoingthings.Ihopehe'streating

youwellinsteadofgoingallgansteronyou."



KelesmiledwhileSbulaughedabit.

Sbu:"Kodwa(but)ma..."

Phila'smom:"Thula,angikhuluminawe(Hush,I'm

nottalkingtoyou).I'mtalkingtomydaughter."

Kele:"Yes,ma.Ontshweresentle(He'streatingme

well)."

Phila'smom:"Ihopeso.Otherwise(Sheshowed

Sbuherfistandwealllaughed).Manjewena,Zee.

How'sitgoingwiththepregnancy?"

Okay,soit'sprettyobvioustheytelltheirmom

prettymucheverythingjustliketheydoGogo.

Me:"It'sgoingokay,ma.Justsomemorning



sicknesseverynowandthen."

Phila'smom:"Manje,whatareyoutwoboysgoingto

doaboutBelindanow?What'stheplanforwhen

shewakesup?"

PhilaandSbulookedateachotheruntilPhila

decidedtospeak.

Phila:"Wehaven'tthoughtthatfar,butIwanther

dead."

Phila'smom:(Shakingherhead)"That'stooeasy.

Sheneedstosuffer.Whenshewakesup,makeher

doitherself,makeherkillherself.Decideonaslow

yeteffectivemethodlikepoisonorsomething.She

gotherselfintothisshitsoshemusttakeherself

out."



IlookedatherandshewasdeadSerious.She

wasn'tkiddingatall.Iwonderiftheykilleveryone

whogetsintheirway.

WefinishedeatinglunchandPhila'smomcalledus

intothelounge.PhilaandSbutookabeereachand

aglassofwinefortheirmom,whileIhadaglassof

applejuiceinmyhandandsodidKele.Shedidn't

wanttodrinkinfrontofPhila'smom.

Phila'smom:"Now,let'sgetdowntobusiness.My

brotherMzwandilecalledme.Inotifiedhimthat

bothhissonsarereadytogetmarriedandhesaid

weneedtodotheceremonyquickly.Itoldthemto

comeherethisweekend,butitcan'thappenthis

weekendbecauseweneedtogotoEshowetoZee's

father'shouseforherceremony.Theywantedusto

gotoAlex,butwhat'sthepoint?So,bafanabami

(myboys),whenareyougoingtoseeyourfather's

brother?"



Wait,didshesaybothPhilaandSbuaregetting

married?SoSbuproposedtoKele?Wow.Things

arelookingup.

PhilaandSbuclenchedtheyjustkeptquiet.This

thingabouttheirfathercutsreallydeep.

Phila'smom:"Yazininanitwonisongibhorakabi

(Youknowyoutwoaregoingtoboreme).Letme

callFlorahandputheronspeaker.Perhapsnizo

lalelamakukhulumayena(you'lllistenwhenshe

speaks)."

ShedialedMam'Masango'snumberandputiton

speakerimmediately.

Mam'Masango:"SawubonaIvy(Hello,Ivy).Kunjani

(Howareyou)?"



Oh,soPhila'smom'snameisIvy.Whatanice

name.

Phila'smom:"Ngiright,mngani(I'mfine,myfriend).

Herearemystubbornboysandtheirwives.You're

onspeaker.Thestageisyours."

Shetookasipofherwineandputthephoneonthe

table.

Mam'Masango:"Yoh,yazininanitwo(Youknowyou

two)aresuchaheadache.Iaskedyoutodothis

weeksago,nowallthankstoyourhotheads,

everythingmustbedelayed.ItoldyouPhilayour

oldenemyisbackandhe'scomingforeverything

you'vegot.

Zee,yourlifeandthebabies'livesareindanger.

Youneedtoprotectthosebabies,butwecan'tdo

thatwithoutthosetwoidiotsmakingpeacewith



theiruncle.Thereismoretothestorythanyou

think,boys.Youneedtoseeyouruncleassoonas

possible.Timeisnotonyourside.Wena,Zee,

whenwegotoyourFather'shouseforyour

ceremonythisweekend,rememberDONOTEAT

ANYTHING,uyangizwa(understand)?"

Me:(Istartedtopanic)"Ye..Yebo,ma."

Mam'Masango:"AndwenaKele,whydidn'tyoutell

yoursoontobehusbandukuthi(that)you're

pregnant?"

AlloureyeswidenedandwealllookedatKele.

Kele:(Shakyvoice)"I..Iwantedtogotothedoctor

tobesure,ma."

Mam'Masango:"Noneedforthat.You'redefinitely



pregnant,alsowithtwins.It'stooearlytotellnow,

buttheyareinyou.Dothisassoonaspossible,

boys,thenwecandealwithKele'sfamily.You'rein

foraheavystormbeforethecalm.IhopeImade

myselfveryclearthistime.Niyekeleamasimba

lawoman(Youmuststopwithyourshit).Ivy,

sizokhuluma(We'lltalk)myfriend."

Ivy:"Shapshap."

Mam'Masangohungup.Keleissosecretive

though,Ijusthopethatonedayitdoesn'tblowupin

herface.

Phila'smom:"Well,Ihopenizwile.SbuandKele,

hambaniniyokhuluma(Goandtalk),isikhathisetv

manje(It'stvtimenow)."

PhilaandIlaughedwhileSbuandKeleleftand

wenttothekitchen.



Sbu

ItookKeleinmyhandandwalkedtothekitchen

withher.I'msoupsetrightnow.Ithoughtwewere

overthissecretsshit.Didsheplanonkillingmy

unbornchildren?

Sbu:"Khuluma(Talk)."

Kele:"I..Iwasgoingtotellyou.Ijustwantedtogo

checkwithadoctorfirst."

Sbu:"Areyousureaboutthat?!Wereyougoingto

keepthemawayfrommelikeyoudidThat?"

Kelewidenedhereyesandbecameteary

immediately.Okay,Ishouldn'thavesaidthat,butit

slippedout.



Sbu:"Look,Kele.I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanitlikethat."

Kele:"Isthathowit'sgoingtobefromnowon?Are

yougoingtothrowthatinmyfaceeverytimeyou're

angry?"

Sbu:(Lookingdown)"No,Thembalami(Myhope).I

don'twantustofightwhenwe'vejustreceivedsuch

goodnews.I'msorryIsaidthat.I'llworkonmy

temper,Ipromise."

IlookedatherandIsawwhatIfearedmost-doubt.

Icanhandlefearandeverythingelse,butonceyou

seedoubtinyourwoman'seyes,thenthere's

trouble.

Sbu:"I'vebeenmeaningtodothissincethemoment

Isawyouatthelaunch.Iwentandchoseitthe

morningItookyoushopping.Ijustcouldn'twait



anylonger,Kele.Iknewyouhadtobemine."

Itookoutasmallblackboxfrommypocketand

openedit.Iboughtthisringawhileagoandhave

beencarryingitwithmeeversince.Ihavebeen

waitingfortheperfectmoment,butwithallthis

happeningsofast,Ihavetodoitnow.Kelewasin

tearsatthispointwithhermouthcoveredbyher

hands.

Sbu:"Thembalami(Myhope),I'velovedyoufrom

themomentIsawyouinyourcuteafroandthose

cuteprintedglasses.I'veneverstoppedthinking

aboutyouKelebogile.YouwerenamedKelebogile

andIthankGodforthatbecauseyourfatherknew

youwouldbeagifttomankind.Yourdimpledsmile

makesmeweaktomyknees.

EverytimeI'mangryIjustthinkofyouramazing

smileandmyheartmeltsimmediately.Yourbeauty

bringspeacetomylife,yourbeautifulscent



hyptonizesmymind,mysoul,myspirit.You'remy

everything,KeleandIwanttoshowyoujusthow

muchIloveyou.

Allowmetoloveyouandyou'llseewhatyou've

beenmissingouton.Iswearonmylifenoonewill

everhurtyouagainaslongyou'remine.Please

blessmydayandsayyou'llbemineforever?

ChapterFiftyNine

Kele

IlookedatSbujustafterhegotononekneeand

tookoutthisgorgeouswhitegoldringwiththis

hugediamond.It'sabittoobigforme,butwhat'sa

girlwithoutdiamonds?

Sbu:"Thembalami(Myhope),mykneeisgetting

painful.Manjeuthini(Whatdoyousay)?"



Kele:"Yes,Yes,I'llmarryyou,Sbusiso!"

Hegotupandkissedme.Hismomwasshouting

fromthelounge.

Sbu'sMom:"NizeneChampopolapho(Bringsome

champagne)sowecancelebrate."

Sbukissedmeashelaughed.

Sbu:"NgiyabongaThembalami(Thankyou,My

hope).Thankyouformakingmethehappiestman

alive.Keagorataleratolapeloyaka(Iloveyou

loveofmylife)."

Kele:(Blushing)"Lennakeagorata,mothowaka(I

loveyoutoo,mylove)."



Wetookthechampagnebottletotheloungeand

celebrated.ZeeandIobviouslycan'tdrinkbut

Sbu'smomtoldusalittlesipwouldn'thurtthe

babies.

WehadagreatnightwithSbu'smomtellingus

abouthowSbuandPhilagrewupandwerevery

mischievous.IttookalotofhardworkforSbuand

Philatogethere,andyettheystillremainhumble.

Thatowassettlinginnicely.Hismomaskedthat

hestaysherewithherandthetwinswhenwego

backtoPretoria.I'mnotexcitedaboutleavingmy

boybehind,butperhapsit'sbetter.

We'reheadedforSbuandPhila'spaternalhome

tomorrowmorning.Apparentlywecan'twaitany

longer.Ihopewegetwelcomedwithopenarms,

butSbuandPhilaaren'tveryhappyaboutgoing

there.Sbutookquitelongtofallasleepashewas

tossingandturningallnight,buteventuallyhe



driftedofftosleep.

Ziyanda

It'sWednesdaymorningandwehadtogetupearly

sothatwecouldhelpgetthekidsready.I'mabit

tiredtosaytheleast.Wepackedasmanyclothes

aswecouldwithlotsofdressesanddoeks.Phila

couldn'tcaremuchsincehe'sreallynotinterested

ingoingtoseehisfather's"killer"brother.

Somethingtellsmethereismoretothisstory,but

anyway.

WewentdownstairsandfoundKeleandSbuready

andthekidsweredressed.Phila'smomaskedthat

wegototheirsacredplacebehindthehousetogo

andspeaktotheirancestors.LuckilyKeleandI

werewearingdressesanddoeks.

Phila'smomdidthetalkingforallofusandletthem



knowthatwe'reonourway.Sheproceededwith

theirclannamesandwewereoff.Wegota

MercedesVitosincewe'reeightpeopleintotal.

Wemadeourwaytotheairportandofcourse

Nokuhlejustkeptuscompanythewholeway.She

keptaskingandquestioneverything.Itgetstiring

attimesbutshe'ssupercute.Nobuhleisn'tthat

talkativeandThatowasjustbeemingwithexcited.

WeenteredthejetandasalwaysNokuhlewas

talkingthewholeway.Shekeptordering

milkshakesandfries.Ithinkshehadaboutthree

beforePhila'smomtoldhertostop.Shewason

suchasugarhighitwasabitexhausting.Thisis

nowmakingmefesrhavingkids.HowwillIhandle

myown?

Wefinallylandedafterafewhours.Apparently

we'reheadedtoNyanini,notfarfromEshowe.

Thesepeoplemustbemyfather'sneighbouring



kingdom.Wedroveforawhile,probablyabout30

minutesorsountilwereachedareallybighouse.It

hasbiggates,muchlikeIhadexpected.Phila's

bodytensedupandIsqueezedhishandasaform

ofaffirmation.Ijusthopenothingandnoone

messesthisupforus.

Asweapproachedthegate,theguardsletusin

whentheysawPhila'smom.Weenteredtheyard.

It'sreallybigandhasareallynicegarden,muchlike

Phila'smom'shouse.Thehouselookslikeareally

bigmansion,fitforaking.

Weexitedthevehicleandapproachedthehouse.

Weweremetbysomeonewholedusintothehouse.

Wewereledtothelounge,areallybigloungewith

aboutSixcouches.Thismustbewheretheking

holdshismeetings.

Wesatandwaitedandbythattimethekidswere

fastasleep.Thejourneymusthavewornthemout.



Awomanwithareallytinyfigurecameout.She

wasabitthin,butyoucouldtelllookingatherface

thatshewasmiddle-aged,probablyolder.She

lookedreallydispleasedtoseeus.

Phila'smom:"Sawubona(Hello)Lindiwe.Unjani

(Howareyou)?"

Lindiwe:"Mxm.Yazinimfazindini(Youwoman).

Unesbindisokuvezaubusobakholaendliniyami

(Youhavethenervetoshowyourfaceinmy

house."

Sbugotreallyangryandtriedtostand,butKeleheld

himbackdown.

Phila'smom:"Asizelangawenalana(Wedidn'tcome

hereforyou),wecametoseeShaka."



Lindiwegotsoirritatedandwantedtocome

towardsPhila'smom,butbothPhilaandSbugotup.

Sbuwassoangryather,hiseyeswerebewildered.

Hechargedatherandgrabbedherthroat.Thisis

goingtobealongday.

ChapterSixty

Phila

Ilookedatthiswomanandthewayshespoketo

mymothermadeallmyangertowardshercome

back.Thisverysamewomanchasedmymother

outofahousemyfatherleftus,sheevenrefusedto

letusreceiveyFather'sinheritance.MeetLindiwe

Zwane;wifetomyUncleShakaandonepainful

bitchintheass.

Sheletusgohungryandrefusedtohelpuswhen

weneededhermost.AssoonasmyFather's

funeralwasover,shekickedusoutlikedogs.Sbu



andIhadtofendforourselvesjusttomakesure

ourmothereatsatleast.

Weevenhadtodohousebreakingsonceupona

time.Irememberthisonetimewhenwewere

workingforMr.Zakes,abigshotgangsteratthe

time.Hesentusdotominiheistsandsoonenough

SbuandIuppedourrankandstarteddoingbig

heistslikecashintransits.Imaginebeingahigh

schoolkidduringthedayandathiefatnight.

That'sthekindoflifeourroyalfamilysubjectedus

to.Slowlywemovedfromashacktoafourroomed

house.Irememberthenightwemadeourfirstkill.

Weneverintendedtohurtanyonewhilestealing,

butthatnightthingstookabadturnandwehadto

killoneoftheguards,wellSbuwastheonewho

shothim.ItwaseitherhimorSbu,akillorbekilled

situation.

Sbucouldn'tsleepfordaysandhekepthaving

nightmares.Itwassobadweendeduphavingto



telluMaaboutit.ShegotMam'Masangotohelp

Sbu,butitwasstillhard.Luckilyweworkedhard

duringhighschoolandwehadsecuredbursariesto

gostudyatUniversity.Gogohelpedushereand

there,butwecouldn'tliveonhandoutsforever.

Sbuhadhishandsonthisbitch'sthroatandshe

wasstrugglingtobreathe.Ifitwasn'tforuMa,Sbu

wasgoingtokillherrightthen.

Ma:"Sbusiso,Lethergo!"

Sbulethergoandshedroppedonthefloortryingto

catchherbreath.Weheardvoicescomingtowards

us.Twowomenwerecoming,oneelder,who'smy

grandmotherandAphiwe,thetinybitchfrom

Elmarie'sboutiquewhowasrudetoher.ThebitchI

gotfired!

Grandmother:"Kwenzakalanilana(What's



happeninghere)?Niraselani(Whyareyoumaking

somuchnoise)?!"

Hereyesturnedtousandsheimmediatelychanged

herface.

Grandmother:"Weh,Ivy,uletheitandanezakolana

(you'vebroughtyourorphanshere)?"

Thekidswerestartingtowakeup.Aphiwelooked

shockedasfuckwhenshesawmeandZee.

Aphiwe:"Gogo,ungakhulumikanjalonabo(Don't

speaktothemlikethat).ThatgiyistheoneItold

youabout.He'sfamousandrich."(pointingatme)

Grandmother:"Mxm!Youthinkjustbecausese

uvelaematv(youappearontv)nowyoucancome

backandruinourlives!Iwantyougonerightnow."



Ma:"Sorrytoburstyourbubble,butthatjustwon't

happen.AsyoucanseeI'vebroughtmyboyshere

tocomeandsetfootontheirFather'shomeland.

Weneedyoutodoaceremonyforthemandwe

needShakatobepresentduringthelobola

negotiations."

Grandmother:"Sies!(shespitonthefloor)Overmy

deadbody!"

Phila:"Thatcanbearranged."

Shegavemealookandkeptshouting.

Phila:"Lalelalana(Listenhere),youoldfuck,

angik'sabimina(I'mnotafraidofyou).Youmight

havekilledmyfather,butitwillbethelastperson

you'vekilled!"



Shewidenedhereyeswhileeveryonekeotquiet.

UncleShakaappearedoutofnowhere.

Shaka:"WehLindiwe!WehMama!Whynibanga

umsindokangaka(Whyareyoumakingsomuch

noise)insteadofgivingourguestsaproper

welcome?!Whyareyouembarrassingme,theKing

likethis?!"

Lindiwe:(Lookingdown)"Ngiyaxolisamyeniwami,

kodwa(I'msorrymyhusband,but)..."

Shedidn'tevengettofinishhersentence.

Shaka:"Ididn'taskforyouropinion.Gopreparea

roomforthewivesandthechildren.They'llfollow

younow.Leaveusatonce!"



Grandmother:"Minaangiyindawo(I'mnotgoing

anywhere)."

UncleShakalookedsofrailandmucholderthanhe

shouldlook.Hewasevenusingastickasanaidto

walk.Thisdoesn'tlookveryright.

Shaka:"Weh,ma.I'mthekingofthiskingdomandI

saidLEAVE!"

Heroaredandshequicklyleft.

Phila:"Ourwivesaregoingnowhere.Idon'twant

themtocomebackinbodybags."

ZeesteppedinandIjustwishshehadn't.

Zee:"It'sokay,Phila.We'llbefine.We'llcallifwe



needanything.Thekidsneedsomerest."

SheleftwithKeleandthekids,leavinguMa,Sbu

andIwithhim.Aphiwealsodisappearedwith

ZinhleandfollowedZeeandKele.

Shaka:"Iwashopingyou'dcomeIvy.Asyoucan

seeI'mnotwell."

WhatIcouldn'tgetiswhywasuMasocalmabout

this?!Thismankilledherhusband.Theveryman

whowassupposedtobemyFather'sbrother!

Ma:"Yebo,Shaka.Mxolisikeptbotheringmeto

comeseeyou.Icanseeyou'refrail.Whyhaven't

youbeentothedoctor?"

MxolisiismylateFather'sname.



Shaka:"Ineedtotellyousomething,butI'mafraid

thewallshaveears.Pleasefollowmetothe

garden."

Wefollowedhimreluctantly.Wewenttothe

furthestendofthehouse.Thishousemustbe

underdeepsurveilancebutwithkidslikeAphiwe,I

wouldn'tbesurprisediftheyspyonhim.

Shaka:"IthinkIknowwhokilledyourfather.

uMxolisicametoourhousesayingIhadcalledhim

fordinner.IneverdidthatinfactIneverrecall

doingsuchathing.WhenIcheckedmyphone,

therewasnotraceofthecalltoyourfather,bafana

bami(myboys).YourfatherandIweresoclose,

justlikeyoutwo.Wegotonlikeahouseonfire.

uManeverlikedit.Shealwaysfavouredmemore

thanMxoandIneverunderstoodwhyshedidsuch

athing.Whenhecamethatnight,Iwassurprised

butwehaddinneranyway.Tomysurprisehe



startedcomplainingofastomachacheafterwe

weredoneeating.

Webothhadthesamethingtoeatyethediedthat

night.IheldhiminmyarmsandItriedmybest,but

hediedrightthereinmyarms.Idon'tknowwho

toldyouIneverlikedyourfather.Ilovedhimdearly,

andhewasmyelderbrother.Hewasdestinedto

beonthethroneandyetheneverwantedit."

Sbu:"Mxm,howdoweknowyou'renotlyingtous?"

Shaka:"BecauseaweekagoIatesomefoodas

usualpreparedbymywifeandIstartedfeelingthe

samewayyourfatherfeltthatevening.LuckilyI

didn'thavemuchofanappetiteandIdidn'teat

much.Iwasvomitingsomuchbutmywifrinsisted

itwasastomachbug.

Igotmytraditionalhealertovisitmeinsecretand



shegavemesomeherbs.ShetoldmeIwas

poisonedbytheverysamepoisonyourfatherhad

inhissystemwhenhedied.AsI'mstandinghere

beforeyoumykidneysareshuttingdownandit'sall

becauseofthepoison.Historyisrepeatingitself,

bafanabami(myboys).Iwouldliketodorightby

youbeforeIgotomyrestingplace."

Whatthefuck?!Lindiwekilledmyfatherandnow

she'souttogetmyuncle?!SbuandIgaveeach

otherthelook.Thatlookwegiveeachotherwhen

weknowwehavetokillsomeoneandthistime

makesuresheisdead!

ChapterSixtyOne

Phila

Allthisnowmakessense.Lindiwe'sreaction

doesn'tsurprisememuch,butmygrandmother's.I

wouldn'tbesurprisedthatshewasinonthis.She



reallyhatedmyfatherandnowsheispassingit

ontous.uMaknewaboutthissinceubaba(dad)

hadbeenvisitingherinherdreamsforthepastfew

weeks.

Lindiweisgoingtopaybigtime.Shetookmy

fatherawayfrommeandI'llmakesureshepays.

Ziyanda

KeleandIfollowedLindiweandAphiwetooneof

thebedrooms.IstilldislikeAphiweandIcan't

believesheandPhilaaresomehowrelated.She

wasevenafraidtospeakorsayanythingtome.

Lindiweontheotherhandwasverynastyandit

wasgettingreallyirritating.Maybeit'smy

hormonesbutlatelyIjustdon'thavetimefor

bullshit.

Lindiwe:"Comeinhere.Don'tgettoocomfortable.



Wedon'talwayshostcommonersinourgrand

palace."

KeleandIjustkeptquietandgotthekidsinbed.

Lindiwe:"Aphiwehereismyniece.Shetoldmeall

aboutthesceneyourlittlehusbandcausedandgot

herfired.Idon'tevenknowwhatPhilaseesinyou.

You'rejustafatgoat.Aphiweherecouldlookreally

betterbesidehim."

WestillkeptquietandItriedtoremaincalmbutI

wasonmyverylastbarofremainingcalm.Icould

feelmycalmnessrunningout.

Lindiwe:"Hehe,yazi(youknow),yourhusbands

mighthavesomemoney,butthey'llstillbelowlives.

Theywillalwaysbelowerthandirtinmyeyes.I

don'tevenknowwhatyoutwoaredoinghere,you're

notevenmarriedyetandyousureashellaren't



royal."

Icouldn'ttakeitanymoreandIjustlostit.Igotup

fromthebedandstaredherrightintheeye.I

thoughtofJoyousCelebration's'Skanshebawang

nyatsa'.

Zee:"Listenhere,youtoothpickandyoubetterlisten

good!Angizelangawenala(Ididn'tcomeherefor

you),IcamehereforPhila.Idon'tgetyouruseless

fussaboutthisshitholeyoucallahousebecause

comparedtomine,it'safuckingtin!

TakeagoodlookatKeleandI;we'reheretostay.

IfIwereyouIwouldn'tmesswithusbecauseonce

CobraandMambaareunleashed,you'llbesorry.

Nowgetthefuckoutofmyfacesowecanrest!"

Aphiwewassofrightenedshenearlypissedher

pants.Lindiwewassoappalled,butshejust



wouldn'tstop.ThenextthingIknewsheslapped

mesohardInearlylostmybalance.Idon'tknow

whereIgottheconfidencefrom,butIwassofedup

withpeoplethinkingI'mnothingbutapushover.I

lookedatherandpunchedherinthefaceand

watchedherasshefellonthefloor.

Aphiwe:"Aunty!Yoh,nawe!Mr.Zwaneisnotgoing

tolikewhatyoudid.Masihambe(Let'sgo)."

Kele:"Zee,pleasecalmdown.It'snotgoodforthe

babies."

Lindiwebecameevenmoreshockedwhenshe

heardthelastpart.Shegotupandstartedinsulting

meagain.Iwassotiredandreadytogetoutof

there.Thenextthingshekickedmeinmystomach.

IfeltsuchahardblowIfellontheflooronmy

kneesandIscreamed.



Me:"Ah!"

Kele:"Lookwhatyou'vedone,youevilwoman!"

Aphiwewastremblingassheranout.Iwasstillon

thefloorwhilethekidswerecrying.Theymust

havewokenupwhenLindiwestartedshoutingand

swearingatme.

Lindiwe:"Sies!Youwillneverbeapartofthisfamily.

Youandthosefilthymenyoucallyourhusbands!I

should'vegottenridofthemwhenIhadthe

chance."

Asshewasabouttoleave,Phila,Sbu,KingShaka

andPhila'smomrushedintotheroom.Therewas

somuchchaos,butallIkeptfocusingonwasthe

painIwasfeeling.



Shaka:(Angered)"Lindiwe,kwenzalanila(What's

happeninghere)?IsittruewhatAphiwetoldus?"

PhilarushedtomysideandIcouldseehow

bewilderedhewas.Lindiwestartedcryingand

actinglikeavictimholdingherbruisedcheek.

Nokuhle:(Crying)"UnclePhila,lomamaumshayile

uAunty(Thiswomanhitaunty).Sheslappedand

kickedherinthetummycallinghernames."

Philagotsoangrythenextthinghewasontopof

Lindiwepunchinghernon-stop.Phila'smomkept

begginghimtostop,whileKingShakajustkept

quiet.I'veneverseenPhilasoangryandI'venever

seenhimsnapsomuch.Phila'smomtriedtoget

metostandandthenextthingIfeltsomething

warmflowdownmylegs.

Kele:"Oh,no,Zee!You'rebleeding!"



Fromthereitwaslightsout.AllIsawwasdarkness.

Phila

WhenAphiwerushedtousandtoldherthatLindiwe

attackedmywife,Ijustlostit.Whenwewalkedin

thereandsawherbentoveronthefloor,Ijust

couldn'thandleit.Wejustheardthenewsthatshe

mighthavepoisonedourfatherandnowshetried

tokillmywifeandunbornchildrenwhenwehaven't

evenbeenhereforafullday!

Iwaslostinmyownworld.IwasnolongerPhila,I

wasnotheblackMamba.Isuddenlycamebackto

mysenses.Killingherrightnowwouldbefartoo

easy.IheardKeleandMymotherscreamingthat

ZeewasbleedingandIquicklygotup.Lindiwe's

facewasbadlybruisedandshewasbleeding.My

grandmothercamerushingandshealsostarted



swearing.

Grandmother:"Kwenzekalanilana(What's

happeninghere)?!Wena(You)Ivy,youbrought

yourtwosavangesheretokillmydaughter-in-law?!"

Shewantedtoopenhermouthevenfurther,butSbu

heldherbyherthroat.

Sbu:"Ungazong'nyanyisa(Don'tannoyme)wena!

Youneverlovedourfather,youneverlovedus!

We'regoingtothehospitalandweretaking

uMalumewithus.Masibuyalana(Whenwecome

back)youtwohadbetterhopeandpraythatZee

andthebabiesmakeit,otherwiseit'sgoingtobe

yourlastdayonthisearthtoday."

Heletgoofherthroatandshekeptgaspingforair.



Grandmother:"Shaka!You'rejustgoingtostand

thereandwatchthemhumiliateusinourown

kingdom?!"

UncleShakasaidnothingandwalkedoutwithus.I

pickedZeeup,whileKeleandSbutookthekids.

uMahelpeduncleShakawalkedtowardsthecar.

Wealldroveoffleavingmygrandmothershouting

andscreamingbehindus.

I'mpissedasfuck.ThisisjustwhyIdidn'twantto

behere.IcalledDrakeandaskedhimtoflyover

whilewe'reonourwaytoanearbyhospital.Isenta

helicopterovertofetchhimsohecanbehere

sooner.

Ican'twaitanylonger.Idon'ttrusttheserural

hospitalsandLindiwehadbetterhopeandpraythat

mywifeandkidsmakeit,otherwiseshecanstart

preparingtomeetherancestors.



ChapterSixtyTwo

Phila

Werushedtothehospitalinhighspeed.Therideto

thehospitalwasveryquiet,youcouldhearaneedle

drop.ZeewasstillbleedingandIjustdidn'tknow

whattodoanymore.Ijusthadtearsinmyeyes.

DearGod,IjustfoundmyZeeagain,Ican'tloseher

now.Wecannotloseourunbornchildren.Notnow.

Werushedinsidethehospitalandthenurses

assistedus.TheytookZeeawayandweallsaton

thebenches.Ibookedroomsatanearbyguest

houseforussincewecan'tletthewomenandkids

gobacktothatevilhouse.Icouldn'tgetahotel

sincetheyareabitfarfromthisarea.Drakearrived

afteranhour.ThenursestoldhimwhereZeewas

butIwasstillnotallowedintotheroom.



Ikeptpacingupanddownthewaitingarea,while

makeptprayingsilentlyandSbujusthafablank

stareinhiseyes.

Ma:"Hlalaphanzi(Sitdown),Nkosenye.You'llmake

usdizzywithyourpacing."

Phila:"Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry),ma.Angisaziukuthi

ngiyenzeni(Ijustdon'tknowwhattodoanymore)."

Sbu:"Kuzolunga(It'llbeokay),Bafo.Let'sjustwait

forDraketocomewithsomegoodnews."

JustthenDrakewalkedoutwearinghiswhitecoat

andgloves.Iquicklygotuoandsodideveryone

else.AllthiswhileUncleShakawassittingonhis

chairwithholdinghiscane.

Phila:"Drake,mfwethu(myman),pleasetellme



she'sokay."

Drake:(Lookeddown)"Shesufferedaseriousblow

toherabdomen.Shewokeupandexplainedwhat

happened.ShesaidLindiwekickedheronher

stomach.Shelostalotofblood..."

Phila:"Justtellmethebabiesareokay,please."

Iwaspleadingandhopingforthrbest.

Drake:(Shakinghishead)"I'msorry,Mamba,she

lostthepregnancy."

ThosewordsfeltlikeIwasbeingcutdeepmya

sharpknifethatwouldstaytherepermanently.Ifell

onmykneesandletoutaloudwail.uMaheldme

andtoldmeitwouldallbeokay.Sbuhadtearsin

hiseyeswhileUncleShakalethisfalldownhis



cheeks.Howcantheworldbesocruel?Howcan

wegetgoodnewsandhavethebabiestakenaway

fromussosoon?

Ziyanda

Iwokeupinahospitalbedwithdripsattachedto

mywrist.Istillfeltalotofpaininmystomach.I

triedgettingup,butDrakestoppedme.Whendid

hegethere?Isuddenlyhadarecollectionofwhat

happenedearlieron.Lindiwekickedmeinthe

stomach.Howcanapersonbesocruel?!Ihope

mybabiesareokay,ohdearLordpleaseletthembe

okay.

Drake:"Pleaserelax,Zee.Yousufferedalotof

trauma.Youcan'tgetup."

Me:"Aremybabiesokay,Drake?"



Hekeptquiet.Iknowsilenceafteraquestionisnot

agoodsign.

Me:"Aretheyokay,Drake?!Pleasetellmethey're

okay?!"

DrakejustlookedatmeandIhadtearsflowdown

mycheeks.

Drake:"I'msorry,Zee.Youlostthebabies.I'mso

sorry."

Icriedoutloudashelefttheroom.Howcanthe

worldbesocrueltome?!I'vebeennothingbut

obedient,butIstillamalwaystherecipientofpain.

BarelythreemonthsintomyrelationshipwithPhila

andalreadyI'vehadsomanymisfortunes.I'velost

threebabiesandI'mnoteven30yet.



Philawalkedinafterashortwhilewithredeyes.I

couldn'thelpbutbreakdownwhenIsawthesight.

I'msuchafailure.Icouldn'tgiveLungatheone

thingheneededandnowIhavefailedPhilawiththe

samething.Maybeit'shightimeIacceptthatmy

lifeisamessandI'mtoodamagedtobeloved.

Philahuggedmeaswecriedtogether.

Phila:"I'msosorry,Sthandwasami(Mylove).I'm

reallysorry.Ishouldn'thaveletyougointothat

roomwithoutme.I'msosorryforlettingyoucome

withme.Pleaseforgiveme,Ziyanda,please."

Icriedevenlouder.Nowhefeelslikeit'sallhisfault.

Mypresenceinpeople'slivesjustopensuproom

forcollateraldamage.

Me:(sobbing)"I...It'snotyourfault,Phila.Itreally

isn't.Ishouldn'thavepunchedheraftershe



slappedme.Ijustcouldn'thandleit.Ilostitand

nowmybabiesaregoneforeverevenbeforewe

couldknowhowfaralongIwas.Maybeweshould

callitquits,Phila.I'mbadnews.Nothingevergoes

rightinmylife."

Icouldseehowthatstatementbrokehimtothe

core.Helookedatmewithpaininhiseyes.

Phila:"You'renotleavingme,Zee.I'llneverallowit.

Thiswasn'tyourfault.Lindiwehasgonetoofar

andit'stimeforthatbitchtodie."

Ididn'tevenfeelscaredorupsetbyhimsayingthat

thistime.

Me:"Ihopeyoudoitsoonandmakeitslowand

painful."



Hestaredatmewithshockbuthenoddedhishead

inagreement.It'shightimepeopleknewI'mnot

anyone'sdoormat.

Phila

IletZeesleepafteranhourofcryingandconsoling

her.She'samess,I'mamess,butIneedtosortout

thisshitassoonaspossible.Icheckedmyphone

andsawdozensofmissedcallsfromGogoand

Mamasango.Iwaswrappedupinallthischaos

thatIdidn'tevenhearmyphonering.Idecidedto

callMamasangoback.

Mam'Masango:"Weh,mfanawami(myboy),kunini

ngifouna(I'vebeencalling).UnjaniuZee(How's

Zee)?Abaphansi(theancestors)werewarningme

whenIcalledyou,butit'stoolatenow.I'msorry

mfanawami(myboy)."



Tearsstartedflowingdownmycheeksagainas

uMa,SbuandUncleShakastaredatme.

Phila:"Yebo(Yes),Ma.Kunzima(It'shard),kodwa

ngiyazama(butI'mtrying).Zeeisnotcopingatall.

IneedtosortoutLindiweonceandforall."

Mam'Masango:"Yimakancane(Waitaminute),

ungabuyelilapho(don'tgobackthere)untilwe

arrive.We'reinthehelicopter.Minano(Meand)

KhanyisanoNomsasiyezalapho(areonourway)."

Phila:"Alright,ma.Kulungile(Okay)."

AsIwasabouttohangup,shestartedmaking

weirdsoundsandburping,shesaidsomethingthat

caughtmeoffguard.

Mam'Masango:"Yimalapho(Wait),Phila.Tshela



uSbuayocheckauKelenabantwana(TellSbutogo

checkonKeleandthekids).Dangerislurkinginthe

Zwanefamily.M'tsheleasheshise(Tellhimto

hurry).WenasalanoMalumewakhonoZeenoIvy

(YoustaywithyouruncleandZeeandyourmom)."

ShehungupandIstartedpanicking.ItoldSbu

whatMam'Masangosaid.HeleftinastateasuMa,

UncleShakaandIwereleftpuzzled.UncleShaka

sentsomeofhissecuritytogowithSbu.Whatis

happening?!WhyamIbeingpunishedlikethis!I

cantakealotofpain,butnotwithmyZee.

IkeptpacingupanddownwhileDraketookuncle

Shakatooneofthewardstogetassessed.So

muchshitishappeningrightnow,butIneedtokeep

mycool.Sbucamebackwithin30minuteslooking

pissedasfuck.

Ma:"Sbusiso,yini(Whatisit)?!



Sbu:"She'sgone,ma.TheytookKeleandThato!

They'refuckinggone!"

ChapterSixtyThree

Sbu

Irushedtotheguesthouseandfoundtheroomina

mess.MygirlswerecryinghystericallyandKele

andThatowerenowheretobefound.Isearched

theroomfranticallyandsenttheguardsUncle

Shakalendmetocheckeverywhere.

Whatfuckingbafflesmeisthatnoonewashereto

lookafterthekidsevenaftertheycouldhaveheard

themscreamingintheroom!Wherethefuckwas

thesecurityinthisguesthouse?Wherewas

management?!



Itookthetwinstothecarandaskedthedriverto

watchthemwhileIgosearchforsomeanswers.

Wesearcheverydamnroom!Ieveninterrogated

thecouplenextdoor.Islappedthewomanacouple

oftimestogetthestupidmantotalk,butallhesaid

washeheardawomanandchildrenscreamingand

hecalledReception,butnoonecame.Thisis

withoutadoubtthatManagementwasindeed

bribed.

Iwenttoreceptionandlaunchedatthewomanin

charge.Ididn'twastetimeandIgrabbedherthroat.

Sbu:"Wherethefuckarethey?!Where'smywifeand

son?!Whotookthem?!"

Asshewasabouttospeakanotherwhitewoman

camefromthekitchenandstartedyellingthatshe's

callingthecops.Itookoutmygunandshotherin

theshoulderandshescreamedoutinpain.I

pushedtheoneIwasgrabbingontothechair.



Sbu:"Now,areyoureadytotalkorareyoureadyto

die?!Youchoose!"

Woman1:"Iswear.Ididn'tdoanything.Two

womencameinwithtwobigmenholdingguns.

Theypointedagunatmeandtoldmetokeepquiet.

Ididasinstructed.She(pointingatthewhite

womanIshot)istheonewhotookthemoney.She

toldmenottoevengoandcheckonthechildren

whowereleftcrying."

Ifocusedmyattentiononthebleedingwhite

womanonthefloor.

Sbu:"Manjewena(Andnowyou),whitebitch!You

soldmywomanandsonformoney?!Howmuch

didtheypayyou?!"

Woman2:"Please...Pleasedon'tkillme.Ijustdid



whattheyasked."

Sbu:"Voetsek(pissoff),Iaskedyouaquestionand

youhadbetteranswerme."

Woman2:"TheygavemeR5000."

Sbu:(Chuckling)"Theygaveyouameasly5kand

youdidn'tevenbothertocallmeorthecops?!

Whatthefuckdidtheylooklike?"

Woman2:"They...Theylookedblack."

Shestillhastimetoberacistatatimelikethis?

Sbu:"Fuckingobviously,whitebitch.We'reina

villageinKwazuluNatal.Ofcoursethey'reblack.I

meantdescribethembeforeIcutyourtongueout."



Woman2:"She...They...Onelookedtallk,verytall

withaburntface.Heroneyewasgray,itlooked

likeshewashalfblind.Theotheronelookedshort

andthin,lightwithblondehair."

Whatthefuck?!DidshejuardescribeNatashaand

Sharon?!WhatthefuckisNatashadoingback?!

She'ssupposedtobedead!

Sbu:"Andthemen?Describethemen!"

Woman2:"Please,I'mbleedingtodeath."

Sbu:"KeepmakingmerepeatmyselfandIwon'tget

youanyhelp."

Woman2:"They...Theylookedreallybig.Theyhad

thesametattooontheleftsideoftheirneck.A



tattoofascorpionorsomethinglikethat."

Nofuckingway!Scorpionisinonthis?!That'sour

worstenemy.

Sbu:"Anythingelse?!"

Woman2:"They...Theyleftanote.It'sthereontop

ofthedesk."

Shepointedatthereceptiondeskandtheblackgirl

passedmethenote.Ittookthemfuckinglong

enoughtotellmethisshit.

Igrabbedthenoteandlookedatthewhitewoman

onthefloor.

Sbu:"Thisisforyourracistassacceptingmoneyin



exchangeforpeople'slives."

Ishotherintheotherarmandshescreamedout

inpain.Ithenlookedatheragain.

Sbu:"Thisisforyourracistasstellingher(pointing

attheblackgirlatreception)nottogocheckonmy

kidswhiletheywerescreamingtheirlungsout."

Ishotherleftthighandshescreamedagain.

Sbu:"Thisoneisforfailingtocallmeorthecops,

andforbeingagreedybitch."

Ishotherrightthighandshescreamedoutagain.I

lookedattheblackgir,tookoutmyphoneand

loggedontomybakingapp.



Sbu:"What'syouraccountnumber?"

Woman1:(Frigtened)"1568790234".

ItransferredR100000intoherbankaccount.She

checkedherphoneandhereyesopenedupin

disbelief.

Sbu:"Thisisforyou.Startyourownbusinessand

stopworkingforracistwhitebitcheswhowon'tlet

youlookafteryourown.IfIevercomebackhere

andfindyouansweringtosomeoneelse,you'llpay

mebackeverysinglecent."

Iwalkedoutandstoodattheporch.

Ireadthenote:"ItoldyouI'dcomebackforrevenge.

I'mtakingallthatbelongstoyou-Scorpion."



Fuck!Thisisafuckingmess!Iknowwepromised

Mr.ZakesthatMambaandIwouldnevergoafter

Scorpioneveragainafterwhathedidtome.It's

warnow."

ChapterSixtyFour

ZodwaNgcobo

Adoniacalledmeevenaftershestartedignoring

mewhenIlosteverything.ShetoldmeZiyandahas

lostherunbornchildren.I'mverypleasedtohear

that.Perhapsthingscannowstartmovinginmy

favour.I'llbeabletoregainmyson'sempirevery

soon.

IheardBelindawasshotintheheadandis

currentlyinhospital.I'mverypleasedtohearthat

sinceshe'sinhospitalonherdeathbedsinceshe

thoughtshewouldfuckmyDavidandfallpregnant

withoutmefindingout.



I'mnotevenmadather.I'lljustsacrificethechild

aspartofmyplan.Adoniahadbetterworkonher

planrealsoon.I'llshowNomsa,Khanyisaand

everyonewhofuckedwithmenottomesswithme

everagain.Lungahasgottenbetternow.Hecan

walkandtalkperfectly.Nowit'stimeforrevenge.

Lunga

I'vebeenstalkingZeealloversocialmedia,Ieven

sentherfriendrequestsandDMsunderadifferent

name,butshehasn'tevenbotheredtorespondto

anyofmymessages.IknowIlooklikeastalker,

butIjustcan'thelpit.Mabroughtallmyfurniture

andclothesfrommyhousebeforeshesoldit.I

can'tstopsmellingZee'sclothes.

Imissherbeautifulbodyandheramazingcaramel

skin.Ican'tgetheroutofmymind.She'sallIthink



aboutinthemorning,adternoonandintheevening.

MathinksI'mcrazyandIshouldjustforgetabout

her,butIcan't.She'stheonlywomanwho'sever

lovedmeforwhoIam.I'llbedamnedifIletPhila

marryher.

LindiweZwane

IgotKhwezi,mymother-in-LawandalsoShaka's

mothertocareformywounds.Philareallymoered

me,evenmylipsburstopen.I'minsomuchpain,

butnotasmuchpainasheisinsinceIkickedthat

whoreinthestomach.Adonialetmeknowbefore

theywalkedintherethatPhilaandSbuwillbe

comingwiththeirfuturewivesandthattheyare

bothpregnantwithtwins.

Icouldn'tletthischanceslipawayfromme.Ihad

tokillthefullroyaltwinswhichbelongedtoPhila

andZee.Theyweregoingtobenextinlineright

afterPhilaorSbudecidetotakeoverthethrone.I



should'vegottenridofthosetwobratswhenIhad

thechance.IhadtopoisonMxolisisincehisfather,

KingZuri,alwayswantedMxolisitobethe

precedingKingashewastheoldest.

MxolisiwantednothingtodowiththeKingdom,but

theloveandobediencehehadforhisfatherwasa

threattome.Shakadidn'tevenwanttofightforthe

throne.IhadtobecomeQueenatallcostssoIdid

whatIhadtodowiththehelpofKhwezi.

NowthatShakakeepssayinghewantstostep

downasKingandletPhilaorSburunasitistheir

birthright,Icouldn'tletithappen.Mysonhastobe

thenextkingsoIpoisonedhimjustlikeIdidhis

brother.Thefooldidn'tdie.NowKhweziandIhave

tocomeupwithplanB.

Khwezi:"Ai,nawe,Lindiwe.Didyouhavetobeather

up?Youmessedupagoodplan.Weweregoingto

poisonthemallonthedayoftheceremony.But



yourstupidheadjusthadtogoandruin

everything."

Lindiwe:"Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry),ma.Ijustgottoo

excited.Mysoncannotloseouttobeingking.

Thesepeoplecaughtusoffguard."

Khwezi:"Khululeka(Relax).Whentheycomeback

hereyoujusthavetoplaynice."

Aphiwecamein.

Aphiwe:"Aunty,youshouldn'thavedonewhatyou

did.Youdon'tknowwhoPhilaandSbuare.You're

playingwihfire."

Lindiwe:(Annoyed)"Utheniwenamntwanandini

(Whatdidyoujustsay,youstupidchild)?!You

mustknowyourplace.Don'tforgetItookyouin



andIcantakeyoubacktopovertyinaheartbeat."

Aphiwe:"Ididn'tmeananydisrespect,Aunty,but

PhilaistheBlackMamba."

Isuddenlygotfrustratedandweakinmyknees.No!

Itcan'tbe!

Lindiwe:"You'rewrong!WherewouldPhilagetall

thatpower?!"

Aphiwe:"I'mtellingyou,aunty.Askyour

connections.Youjustmessedwithaverypowerful

man!"

Khwezi:"Hayike!Lindiwe,allthisiayourdoing!

Youcameupwiththeplaninanycase.You'reon

yourownnow.Minangizophilayonkelento(I'm

goingtodenyeverything)."



Lindiwe:(angry)"Don'tyoudare!Weren'tyouthe

onewhogavemethepoisontokillyourownson?

Yourveryfirstbornson?!IfIgodownI'lltakeyou

withme!"

QueenZinhleGumede(WifeofKingBonginkosi

Gumede)

I'vebeensofrustratedeversincethatoldwitch

cameherewithherwhoreofadaughter.

Bonginkosihasbeensodistractedeversince.He

hardlyeventouchesmeanymore.Idon'tgetit.

Adoniapromisedmethemuthiwouldworkforever.

ImeanI'vebeenusingitforthepast25yearson

himandhe'sneverdefiedme.He'sbeengoingup

anddownpreparingforZiyanda'sceremony.He's

neverbeenthisexcitedforanyofourchildren.I

gavehimboys,allboysandnowallofasudden

he'sexcitedabouthisbastardchild?!Ineedtoget

thebottomofthis.Adoniahadbetternotmesswith



me.

Adonia:"Zinhle,ufunani(Whatdoyouwant)?"

Zinhle:"Weh,Adonia,azangeuthilomuthi

uzong'sebenzelawayawaya(Didn'tyoudaythis

muthiwouldworkforever)?"

Adonia:(Deepsigh)"Yazi(Youknow)youninaroyal

wivesniyadina(youroyalwivesareirritating).You

thinktheworldrevolvesaroundyou.Ifit'snot

Lindiweonmyback,itsyou.NowthatZiyandahad

amiscarriageyoucallmeforyourhusband.Hai(no)

man."

Zinhle:"Wait.Ziyandalostherpregnancy?"

Adonia:"Yes.Don'tlooksosurprised.Youwere

planningonpoisoningherthisweekend,but



Lindiwebeatyoutoit.Shekickedherrightinthe

gut."

Zinhle:(Shocked)"Atleastshesolvedtheproblem

forme."

Adonia:"Iwouldn'tbesohappyifIwereyou.Phila

iscomingforLindiweallgunsblazingandifyou

alsokeepmisbehaving,you'regoingtodietoo."

Iswallowedhard.

Zinhle:"Butthat'swhyIhaveyouonmyside."

Adonia:(chuckling)"Zinhle,I'masorcerer.Ican't

competewithwhat'scoming.Zinhle'sancestors

arestrongandnowIcan'tevenuseherdeadbabies

becauseFlorahalreadyworkedonthat.Solveyour

mananotherway.Thatmuthiwon'twork.Your



spellisbroken,darli.Bonginkosiisstillinlovewith

Nomsa,that'struelove.Unlessyoukillher,youcan

forgetaboutyourhusbandevertouchingyouagain.

Ihavetogo,dutycalls."

Shehungup.WhyisthisbitchZinhlesofucking

special?!

Gog'Khanyi

AssoonasIheardaboutmyZiyanda'smiscarriage,

Ijustlostit.Ididn'tevenwasteanytimeandgot

NomsaandFlorahonthechopper(Helicopter).I

don'tknowwhymypoorbabyhastosufferlikethis,

butLindiweisgoingtosufferdearly.

Wewalkedintothehospitalandthingsjustspiraled

frombadtoworseinaninstant.IfoundSbu

shoutingandPhilalookedlikeadeadcorpse

walking.Ivywasintears,ohmnganiwami(my



friend).

Gog'Khanyi:"Bafanabami(myboys),What's

happening?"

Sbu:"KeleandThatoaregone.NatashaandSharon

tookthem!"

Philagotshockedanddecidedtospeak.

Phila:"Kanjani(How),bafo(brother)?Ikilledher.I

madesureofit."

Gog'Khanyi:"Howdidyoukillher?"

Phila:"Itorturedher,Irippedoffafewfingersand

toesandthrewherinapoolofacid.Ihadtorush

outoftherebecausethereweregunshotsgoing



off."

Mam'Masango:"She'snotdead.She'sdisfigured,

butnotdead.Itoldyoutodothisceremonysooner,

nowyouroldenemyisback.Sbusiso,showhim

thenote."

PhilareadanotefromScorpion.IthoughtZakes

sortedouthislittlelapdogbrother.Sothatboyis

workingwithSharonandNatashatobringusdown

andhekidnappedKeleandThato?!NowIhaveto

intervene.Theseboyshavebecomesloppyasfuck!

Ineedtoremindafewpeopleukuthi(that)I'm

khanyisaandIonlyspeakonce!

ChapterSixtyFive

Phila

I'msodisappointedinmyself.Ishouldhavemade

surethatbitchNatashawasdeadwhenIwentto



finishheroffinItaly.HowcouldIbesosloppy?!I

alwaysfinishthejobonacleanslateatthat.Now

mywifeisinpain,KeleandThatoaremissing.We

havetofindthemsoon.Tonyisbusyonit.

TheirlastlocationwasCapeTown.Wegotour

guystocheckthemthere,butitwasadeadend.

Scorpionmusthavehadaseriousupgrade.I'll

havetofindthemsoon,orelseI'llhavetoinvolve

Pierro.OnceIfindthosetwobitchesI'llmakesure

theytellhellallaboutme.

Mam'Masangokeptcheckingwithherunderground

gang(ancestors)toseeifthey'restillaliveandif

shecouldtrackthemusingtheirspiritguides.

NomsahasbeeninZee'swardconsolingher.Ijust

don'tevenknowwhattodobecausewheneverI

walkintoherroom,Ibreakdown.



Gog'Khanyi:"BathinimanjeFlorah(Whatarethey

sayingnow)?"

Mam'Masango:"Eish,Kunzima(It'stough).Ican

feeltheirpresencewhichmeansthey'restillalive,

kodwaIcan'tTrackthem."

Sbu:"Whatdoesthatmean,manje(now)ma?"

Mam'Masango:"Mfanawami(Myboy),itmeans

thatthiswasmeanttobe.Whateverisgoingto

happenisthewillofGod."

Isuddenlyfeltacoldchilldownmyspine.Sbu

musthavefeltittoobecausehesuddenlylooked

nervousandhestartedshaking.

Sbu:(teary-eyed)"Ushokanjanima(Whatdoyou

mean,ma)?"



Mam'Masango:"Imeanexactlythat.Abaphansi

bathikumelebaamukeleimoyayabantwanabayi

thathu(Theancestorsaresayingtheyhaveto

welcomethesoulsofthreechildren)."

Ifeltlikethewholeworldwascomingtoanend,like

Iwasinamovie.Whatdoesshemeanthreekids?!

Phila:"Mam'Florah,ngiyakucelauchazekahle,

please(Pleaseexplainclearer)."

Mam'Masango:"Theyhavealreadywelcomedyour

unbornchildrenPhila,beforeevilcouldtakethem.

Theyhavebeenwelcomedandaresafeonthe

otherside.ThereisstillspaceforoneoftheZwane

childrenthattheyhavetowelcome.Idon'tknow

whichoneitisbetweenThatoandtheunborn

twins."



Sbuhadtearsrunningdownhiseyes.

Sbu:"PleaseMam'Forah,dosomething!Anything!"

Mam'Masango:"Ngiyaxolisamfanawami(I'msorry,

myboy).Thishastohappen.Nothingyoudowill

stopit.Youneedtostartsearchingnow.Wehave

alongroadaheadofus."

Ifeltsodefeated.I'vealreadylostmychildren,now

Ican'timaginehowSbumustfeel.Hejustfound

Thato,hecan'tlosehimnow.Whenhe'sangryhe

losescontrol.Ican'taffordforthattohappen.

Kele

Iwokeupwithcoldwaterbeingthrownonmyface.

IopenedmyeyesandIcouldn'trecognizetheplace

Iwasin.Icouldn'tmovemyhandsorlegs,Iwas



tiedtoachair.Myheadhurtssobadly.Suddenly

myheartstartedbeatingfasterasIremembered

whathappenedbeforeIgothere

Iwasintheroomwiththekidsandgettingthem

tuckedinbed.Iwasabouttogetupandlockthe

doortogetsomeshuteye,thenthedoorflungopen.

Iwasinseriousshock.Twobigmencameinwith

gunsandIassumedIwasbeingrobbed.

Theytoldmenottomakeanynoiseortheywould

killme.Ibeggedthemnottohurtthekids,butone

ofthemtookThataandtheothergrabbedme,

leavingthetwinscryingonthebed.Itried

screamingforhelpbutIgotknockedoutandIdon't

rememberanythingelse.

IlookedupasIheardafamiliarvoiceandtearsfell

downmyfaceasIrecognizedthepersoninfrontof

me.IlookedtomyrightandIsawmybabyThato

alsotiedtoachaircrying.MoretearsfellasI



couldn'tevenholdorcomfortmyson.

Sharon:"Jahwena(Yesyou),foureyes.You

thoughtyoucouldtakemymanandIwouldleave

youjustlikethat?"

Natasha:(Laughing)"Ai,waitsedifebetsetsadi

kobo(youknowtheseuglybitches).Theythink

theycantakeanyone'smanwithout

consequences."

IlookedatNatashawithsomuchshockandhorror.

Shelookedsodifferent.Shewaswearinganeye

patchonherlefteye,whilethewholeleftsideofher

facewasburnt.Herarmsweredisfiguredalmost

likeshewasskinnedalive.

Sharon:"I'llmakeyouregretevermeetingSbuwena,

Sfebendini(youwhore)."



Kele:"Please,pleaseletmego.Youcanhavehim."

Sharon:(Laughing)"That'snotwhatyousaidwhen

youwerebusywithhim!Youlethimhumiliateme!

Ievenofferedyousecondplace,butyourefused!"

Natasha:"DoyouseewhatPhiladidtome?I'mugly

now!HethoughtIdied,butoh,no.MyScorpion

ressurectedme.PityIwon'tsaythesameabout

youoryourson.Thisisgettingboring,Shaz.Let's

killthekid."

Sharon:"No,man.areyoucrazy?!Wejust

kidnappedthemtosendamessagetoSbuand

Phila.Weweren'tsupposedtokillthem,Natasha.

Thatwasn'twhatweagreedupon."

Natasha:"Well,planschange."



ShetookoutagunandSharonbeggedher.

Kele:"Please!I'lldoanythingjustdon'thurtmyson,

please!"

Iwaspleadingontodeafears.Natashathrew

Sharondowntothefloor.

Natasha:"You'resoweak,man.Youcan'tbeafraid

ofSbuevennow.Hediscardedyouliketrash."

ShepointedthegunatThatoandlookedatme.

Natasha:"Sorry,hun.Thisisjustbusiness."

Asshesaidthatshepulledthetrigger.Ihearda

loudgunshotandIscreamedoutinpain.Ilooked

atmyThatoandhewasbleeding.Hisbodylifeless



onthatchair.Oh,Lord.WhathaveIdoneto

deservethis?!

ChapterSixtySix

Kele

Theysaywhenlifegivesyoulemons,youmust

makelemonade,butwhatdoyoudowhenyou

witnessyouronlychild,achildwhoraisedunder

circumstancesofdistressbeingshotinfrontofyou

likeadamndog.Sheshouldhaveshotmeinstead,I

wouldhavetakenthatbulletanydayformyson.

IsatonmychaircryinguntilIhadnomoretearsleft.

IbeggedGodtobringhimback.Ibeggedand

begged,buyIguessHewasn'thearingme.Ican

nowonlypraythatThatoforgivesmewhereverhis

soulgoingrightnow.

Sharon:"Natasha!Youweren'tsupposedtokillhim!



Youweren'tsupposedtokillanyone!Doyouhave

anyideawhatyou'vejustdone?!Thatisaninnocent

child,Natasha!"

Natasha:"Ubuathatalewenaman(Youtalktoo

much)".Thiswasyourideaanyway,you'retheone

whoapproachedme,isn'tit?Yousaidyouwanted

revenge,nowthatyou'regettingityou're

complaining?!Skambora(Don'tboreme).Helpme

getridofthisbody."

TheyuntiedmyThatoandpickedhimuplikea

uselessanimalandtookhimaway.Ansjustlike

that,itwasthelasttimeIsawmyson.

Sbu

We'vebeensearchingalldayandnightforKeleand

Thato.Ihaven'tsleptawink,Ifeellikeallthisisa

shittydream.Ifeellikemyownmindisplaying



gamesonme.WhenIfindthosebitches,I'mgoing

tomakesureeveryoneremembershowtheydied.

WewenttobookourselvesaPenthouseatamore

decentHotelwithbeefedupsecurity.Wealsogot

extrasecurityforUncleShakaandZeeatthe

hospital.Weneedtosortoutthismessasap.Just

asIwasthinking,Mam'Masangostartedmaking

thosefunnynoisesagain.

Sbu:"Whatisit,ma?"

Mam'Masango:(Shakinghead)"Kunzima,mfana

wami(It'stough,myboy).Hisspirit,Ican'tfeelit

anymore."

Ifeltlikemysoulwasleavingmybodyatthat

moment.



Sbu:"Ushokanjani(Whatdoyoumean)?!

Mam'Masango:"Imeanhe'sgone,mfanawami(my

boy).He'snolongerpartofthephysicalworld."

IfeltlikeIwasabouttodieandcollapsedonthe

floor.IwailedsomuchthatPhilacomfortedme.

Everyonewentsilentintheroom,buttheywereall

crying.Mam'Masangowasprayingformyson's

spirittofindtheZwane'sontheothersidesincewe

neverintroducedhimtomyfamily.

Outofallthepainonecouldeveryexperiencein

theworld,losingachildespeciallyinsuchapainful

manneristheworst.Ifeelhollow,andsoenraged.

Natasha,SharonandScorpionhadbetterrun

becauseI'llfindthemandskinthemallalive.Asfor

Natasha,it'saneyeforaneye.Mam'Masango

couldsensemywrathandthoughts.



Mam'Masango:"Sbusiso,ngiyazikub'hlungu,mfana

wami(Iknowit'spainful,myboy).Butyouarenota

childkiller,youdonotkillinnocentsouls.Don't

eventhinkaboutit."

Sbu:"Kanjani(How),ma?Keleisstillmissingand

myunbornkidsareindanger!"

Mam'Masango:"Itwasmeanttobe,Sbusiso.Kele

andthebabiesremainprotected.Thatoservedhis

purposehereonearth.Yourfatherhadwelcomed

himontheothersideandthey'llworkhandinhand

toprotectKeleandyourunbornchildren.Wena

workonfindingthem."

Sbu:"Butwe'vesearchedeverywhereinthis

country."

Mam'Masango:"StartlookingforuZachariah.He'll

helpyou."



Gog'Khanyi:"KodwauZakeshasbeenM.I.Asince

the90s."

Mam'Masango:"Putyourfeelingsasideandstart

thinkingbroader.WhatIcantellyouisthattheyare

nolongerinthiscountry.Kodwa(But)Zachariahis

righthereinthiscountry.He'sinCapeTown.I

don'tknowwherekodwa.That'salltheancestors

arerevealing."

Phila:"I'llgolookforMr.ZakeswithSbu."

Mam'Masango:(Shakinghead)"Cha(No),wena

stayhereandlookafterZeeandMalume(Uncle)

Shaka.Youstillhavetohelphim.Hiskidneyshave

shutdownandhemustrelyondialysis.Zinhleis

ontherun.Sheknowswhoyouare,Aphiwetold

her."



Gog'Khanyi:"LeaveZinhletome.I'llsortheroutby

theendoftheday."

Mam'Masango:"We'llhavetopostponeumsebenzi

kaZee(Zee'sceremony),butwestillhavetodo

bothassoonaspossible.WenaPhilagetherto

agree.Nihambenikahle(Gowell)."

Kele

ImusthavedozedoffbecauseIwasawokenby

voicesofpeoplearguing.IopenedmyeyesandI

wasonthefloorandsomethinmattress.Mybody

wasachingbadly,butatleastIwasn'ttiedup

anymore.IstruggledseeingproperlybecauseI

didn'thavemyglasseson.

AbigmanhadhishandsonNatasha'sthroatyelling

ather.



Scorpion:"YeywenaSelokewena(youthing)!Ga

kaobotsagoreoskasatadaailaatie(Didn'tItell

younottokillthatchild)?!DoIlooklikeachildkiller

toyou?!Doyouwantthemtokilloursonaswell?!

Osetlaelasamosadiwaitse(You'reanidiotfora

woman,youknow)!NkabekekhethileSharon

insteadofyou(Ishould'vechosenSharon).Wa

kgonagodenkadiecherry(Shecanthink)unlike

wena(you)!"

Hethrewheronthefloorandkickedher.

Scorpion:"LookhowyoutraumatizedKelenow.O

kabolayangwanapelegammae,sfebekwena

(Howcanyoukillachildrightinhismother'seyes,

youslut)?!"

Hekickedherwhileshewasonthefloor.

Scorpion:"Bonaobjangnou(Lookatyounow),o



fyelemmeleoohle(yourwholebodyisburnt),odi

uselessgoods,mos(you'reuselessgoods).Or

maybenkatesteyelacherryyaSbu(OrmaybeIcan

takeSbu'swoman),plusbonadikhefatsela(lookat

thosecurves)."

Natashawasonthefloorcrying,whileSharonwas

juststaringather.

Natasha:"Orilewanrata(Yousaidyoulovedme),

Scorpion."

Scorpion:(Chuckling)"Thatwasbeforeyoutriedto

pawnmysontoPhila.Wabonaobsessionyagao

lePhilaerebeilekae(Youseewhereyour

obsessionwithPhilahasgottenus)?Neole

lepyatlasani,nouobodilefela(Youwerehot,man,

nowyou'rerotten)."

HecameclosetomeandIgotfrightenedasIstood



up.

Scorpion:"Aowa,Kelebogile.Don'tbeafraid,baby.I

cametogiveyouyourglassessoyoucouldtakea

goodlookatyournewhusband."

HegavememyglassesandIputthemon.Isaw

thescariestmanI'veeverseeninmylife.Hewas

bigwithlotsofmuscles,darkincomplexion,witha

scorpiontattooontheleftsideofhisface.The

wholeleftsideofhisfacewasburntjustlike

Natasha's.Hislefteyewasalsogrey.NowIsee

whytheycallhimScorpion.IswallowedhardasI

staredathim.

Scorpion:"Skantshaba(Don'tbeafraidofme),

sweetbaby.Thisiswhatyourdarlingexboyfriend

andhistwinbrotherdidtome.Everytimeyoulook

atmemakelovetoyou,you'llhateSbubecause

he'samonster.I'mnotamonster,baby.Ketlogo

tshwarafresh(I'mgoingtotreatyouverywell).O



tlobona(You'llsee).Emellakegobonepila(Stand

upsoIcantakeagoodlookatyou)."

Itookhisscaryhandandstoodup.Icouldbarely

standbecausemywholebodywasstillinsomuch

pain.Scorpionlookedatmelikehewasimpressed

andthatmademeevenmorescared.

Scorpion:"Areye,babywaka(Let'sgo,mybaby).

Onthatnote,letmetakethis(Heremovedmyring

frommyfinger).Fromnowonyou'llbemywife.

Thesetwoskinnybitchesbatloutlwakawenanou

(willbetakingordersfromyoufromnowon).Wena

odesesani(you'resohot,man),myafricanyellow

bone.Letmegoshowyouyournewhome."

WewalkedoutofthatsmellyroomleavingNatasha

andSharoninthere.Thebothofthemstilllooked

atmewitheyesfullofenvy.Idon'tunderstandhow

stupidwomencouldbe.Howcanyouenvya

womanwhoisbeingheldcaptive?



IwassoscaredatthispointallIwantedtodowas

die,butIrememberedthatIhavetwoliveswhoare

dependingonmetosurvivesotheycouldmakeit

intothisworld.Ineedtogetoutofhererealfast.If

IcanjustfindawaytocallSbu.

NowthatScorpiontooktheonlymemoryleftto

Sbu,myring,I'llneverbeabletomisshimonmy

ownterms.AmIgoingtobeScorpion'snewsex

slave?!IsaidasilentprayertomyselfasIwalked

intoabighousewhichIassumedbelongsto

Scorpion."DearGod,Ineedyounowmorethanever.

Pleasesavemefromthismisery.Amen"

ChapterSixtySeven

Threedayslater

Sbu



AfterthenewsMam'Florahgaveus,Iwasjustina

shittymess.Myson,myonlysonisgoneandallat

thehandsofotherpeople.AmIreallythatevil?I

onlygottomeethimafewdaysagoandnowhe's

beentakenawayfromme.ImadeavowthatI'lldo

anythingtoprotectKeleandmykidsandthat's

whatIintendtodo.Thetwinshavebeenso

restlessatnight.Mam'Florahsaysthattheycan

senseThatoisgoneandwejustneedtoappease

hisspiritatmyFather'shome.

We'vebeensearchingeverywhereforthosebitches

andnoonehasseenthem.Wehavefoundafew

peoplewhoworkforScorpion,buttheyallsaythe

samething;thattheyleftthecountryandthat'sall

theyknow.Evenafterwebeatthemupandtortured

them.

IfinallymanagedtotrackMr.Zakes.Apparentlyhe

livesinCapeTownnow,whowouldhavethought?

Asmalltimecriminallikehimmakingitbiglikethis.



He'sevenhardtotrackdown.Imustsay,I'm

impressed.

We'reheadedtomyFather'shometodayafterZee

getsdischarged.WehavemanagedtogetUncle

Shakabrandnewkidneys,allthankstohis

generouswife.Nowallwehavetodoisgetthis

stupidceremonyunderwayandwe'llbeheadedto

CapeTowntomymother'shouse.

We'lldealwiththeweddingandeverythingelse

oncewefindKele.We'reyettofindmyson'sbody.

MyguyshavebeenworkingtirelesslyandIknow

thatthey'llfindhim.AtleastIshouldbringhim

homeandgivehimadignifiedburial.It'stheleastI

cando.

Gog'Khanyi

Theboysaregoingthroughsomuchalready.I



askedTonytotracethatstupidbitchLindiweandI

foundherwithinhalfanhour.Stupidbitchhad

cashedoutallheraccountsandwasplanningon

escapingthecountry.TheidiotevenusedZwane

Shuttle'sasamodeoftrandporttotheairport.I

don'tknowhowdumbawomancanbe.

Ididn'thavetimetotortureherasmuchasIwanted

to,andIdon'tevenhaveawarehousehereinKzn.I

gotafewofmyguystodragherintoaopenfield

andIgottowork.Iputheronasteeltable,withher

handsandfeettiedtothetable.Ihadtobring

Drakewithmebecauseweneedthosekidneysasin

yesterday.

Iwalkedtowardsherandshewassoscared.Ilike

seeingmylittleenemiesscared.Theyweren't

scaredwhentheywerecommittingtothedevil.

Gog'Khanyi:"Sawubona(Hello),MaLindis!"



Lindwiwe:(frigtened)"Please,please,Khanyisa,let

mego.Ihadnoideawhoyouguyswere,Iswear."

Ichuckledandtookoutasmokeandlitit.

Gog'Khanyi:"Yazi(Youknow),peopleapologize

whenthey'reunderduress.It'sapityyouweren't

singinglikethiswhenyouplannedonkillingmy

grandchildren.Congratsbytheway,youhave

succeeded.YoubrokemyZeeandPhilatothe

pointofnoreturn.Younotonlykilledtheirfather,

youkilledhisgrandchildrentoo.You'reaverysick

woman,hey."

Lindiwe:"Please,Khanyisa.I'lldoanything.Look,

youcanhavemymoney,allofit.Justletmelive."

Gog'Khanyi:"Uyahlekisashame(You'refunny).

Peoplelikeyouneverrepent.DoIlooklikeIneed



yourmeaslycents?I'mamillionaire,baby.Gorilla

leftmeashitloadofmoney.I'mtryingtoenjoymy

retirementinpeace,butbitcheslikeyoukeep

fuckingwithme.Ihavetokillabitcheveryfew

weeks.It'syourturnnow,honey.Drake,getto

work."

Drakenoddedasheputonhisglovesandsterilized

hisequipment.Iaskedhimnottouseany

anaestesiasothatshecouldfeeleveryounceof

pain.

Lindiwe:"Wait!Khweziwastheonewhotoldmeto

doeverything.Iswear,Iwasjustanerrandlady.

ZinhleisalsoplanningonhurtingZeeandNomsa."

Gog'Khanyi:(Laughing)"Iknoweverything,babe.

Whatyou'retellingmwisn'tnews.I'mgoingtoneed

thosenicekidneysforyourdarlinghusband.

Considerthemapartinggift.Pitywecan'tgive

yourevilhearttoanyone.Wewouldn'twantthem



toinherityourevildeeds."

Drakestartedcuttingherupandshescreamedout

inpain.Icouldn'tcareless.Iwasbusyhavinga

smokeandwatchingtheshow.Heproceededto

openupherstomachandgetthekidneysout.I

couldseeshewasinsomuchpainasherscreams

becamealotmorefaint.Drakeoutthekidneysina

smallcoolerboxtokeepthemfresh.

Iwalkeduptoherandtookagoodlookather,one

lasttime.

Gog'Khanyi:"Seeyouinhell,Lindi.TellGorillaIsaid

hi."

Iproceededbystabbingherwithascalpeland

openingupherribcage.Irippedherheartoutand

staredherintheeyesasshetookherlastbreath.I

toldtheboystocleanuoandthrowherbodytothe



animalsonanearbygamerange.They'llprobably

findherbyearlymorningtomorrow.IneedKhwezi

toseethis.Iwanthertolivelongenoughtosee

PhilaandSbugetmarriedandhavemorechildren.

She'llgomadinstantlyafterseeingthisvideoofher

preciousprotegebeingcuttopieces.Ican'twaitto

sendit.

Sbu

Aftersearchinghighandlowandevengettinga

newteamtohelpTony,thereisstillnonews.Igot

acallfromoneofmyguysattheairportsaying

they'vefoundabodymatchingThato'sdescription.

PhilaandIrushedoverthere,wedidn'tevencare

aboutspeedtraps.AtleastnowI'llhavetheclosure

Ineed.Wearrivedattheairportandhepointedus

toanearbyfield.Wesawabodybagthatwasn't

bigenoughtocarryasmallbodylikeThato's.Ihad

togetthecouragetoopenit.



Iunzippeditandsawhislifelessbodywitha

gunshotwoundtothehead.Hisheadwasso

swollenthathiseyescouldbarelycloseup.I

couldn'ttakeandIthrewupnexttothebody.Phila

zippedthebagclosed.Oneofourguystookit

awaytoourplane.Ilostit.Iscreamedout,letting

outallthepainI'vebeenfeelingeversinceIsaw

himatKele'sstepmother'shouse.I'llneverforget

whattheydidtomyson.IguessScorpionmust

haveupgraded.Hekillsinnocentchildrennow?!

He'llfeelmywrathbecausetheMightyCobrahas

beenunleashed.

OneweekLater

Ziyanda

It'sbeenafullweekthatI'vebeeninhereandIcan't

waittoleavethisplace.ThemoreIstayhere,the



moreI'mremindedofmyfirstmiscarriage.Mylife

isjusttoomiserableandtomakemattersworse

KeleandThatohavebeenmissing.

Theytellmeanythingelse.Ihateitwhenpeople

hidethingsfromme.Everyonehasbeenso

supportive,evenmymother.We'restillinKwazulu

NatalandhonestlyIjustcan'twaittogohome.

Mam'MasangosaidIneedtobecleansedandwe

havetogettheceremoniesunderwayasin

yesterday.Mybiologicalfather,KingBonginkosi

cametoseemeafewtimes.He'sokay,Imeanhe

wasn'treallypartofmylifesothere'snotmuchto

tellortalkabout.

AllIknownowisthathe'smarriedandhasthree

sons.Iamhisonlydaughter.Hebroughtmesome

giftsandall,butwell,IcansaythatphysicallyI'ma

lotbetter,butemotionallyI'mtoodrained.Idon't

evenhaveapictureofmybabies.GogosaidI

shouldtryandnotdwellonthepast.Shetoldme



shealsohadquiteafewmiscarriagesbeforeshe

hadmymom,sixintotal.

Herownmotherinlawusedtocallherabarren

bitchuntilshethrewapotofhotwateronher.They

endedupbeingbestoffriends,how?Ihavenoidea.

Shehasmanagedtomakemelaughandmy

motherhasmanagedtomakemewarmuptoher.

Shetoldmeafewstoriesofhowshegrewupand

all.

HowIwishwehadthesemomentswaybeforenow.

PhilaandIareabitshaky.Ifeelbadhavinghim

herewithmewhenhe'ssupposedtobelookingfor

KeleandThatowithSbu.Wehardlyevensaymuch

toeachother.It'samazingwhattraumacandoto

twopeople.

I'mbeingdischargedtodayatleastandsoisUncle

Shaka.Apparentlytheygothimapairofnew

kidneysandhe'sallhealednow.Itrusteverything



tohappenintheblinkofaneyewhenyouhave

money.IheardLindiwehasgonemissing,butI

don'tbuythatstory.Idon'treallycarewhat

happenedtoher,aslongasInevergettoseeher

everagain.

WefinallyarrivedatShaka'skingdom.Everyone

lookedverysadandsombre,andtheywereall

crying.Ididn'tknowwhatwasupwiththat.They

wereallwearingblack,andIwasalsoinstructedto

wearblackbyMam'Ivy.IfIdidn'tknowbetterI'd

saywewereonourwaytoafuneral.

Wewalkedoutandthereweresomanypeoplehere.

Therewasatentandpeoplehadalreadyprepared

food.Ohmygoodness!We'reseriouslyatafuneral.

Butwhose?CouldKeleandThatohavebeen

found?!

WeweregreetedbyKingShakaandtwomenwho

looklikehim.TheywereintroducedasPrince



LwaziandPrinceLindelani.Lwazilookedrather

displeaseswithourpresence,Iassumehewas

Zinhle'sfavourite.

Lwazi:"Baba,howcanyouwelcomethesepeople

whenuGogohasgonemadanduMahasgone

missing?!Idon'tknowhowyoucanstillbeking

whenyoucanbarelyrunyourownkingdom!"

Shaka:"Andthat'sthereasonwhyyou'renotfitto

runroyalty,myboy.Youneedtolearnfromyour

brother."

Lwazi:"ButI'mthefirstborn!Ideservetobeking!"

Yep.He'smostdefinitelytheappleofZinhle'seye.

Shaka:"YouhadbetterbehavetodaybeforeIhave

youremovedfromroyalgrounds.Todayisavery



saddaysoungang'bangeliiscefe(don'tirritate

me)."

Wewereshowntotheirancestralcorner,where

theyperformalltheirrituals.KingShaka'sfather,

wastheonerunningthewholeceremony.

Shaka'sfather:"lindamkhonto;yebyebboya

besilwane;mafuawalinganiphansi

naphezulu;zikodeeZWANE(Clannames).We're

heretointroduceyoursonsSbusisono(and)Phila

totheirhomeground.Babuyileabafanabakho

Mxolisi(yoursonsareback).I'msorryyouhadto

leavethisearththewayyoudid,andnowweareon

ourwaytotheRoyalgraveyardtoburyyourfirst

grandsonrightnexttoyou."

Wait,what?!We'reburyingThatotoday?!No!No!It

can'tbe!Ifelttearsflowdownmycheeksashe

finishedtalkingtotheancestors.Itriedtogetup

withtherest,butmybodyfailedme.Icollapsed



rightthere.

ChapterSixtyEight

Ziyanda

ImusthavebeenoutforawhilebecauseIwokeup

inthecaronthewaytotheRoyalGraveyard.I

wokeupinPhila'sarmswithmyeyesfeelingheavy

andswollen.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).You'reawake.

Uzizwanjani(Howdoyoufeel)?"

Me:"I'mabitdizzy,butI'llbeokay.Phila,whydidn't

youtellmeaboutThato?"



Ifelttearsthreateningmyeyesandhiseyesalso

becameshiny.

Phila:"Ididn'twanttostressyouinyourcondition,

Sthanfwasami(Mylove).You...We'vebeen

throughsomuchthispastweek,Ididn'twanttoadd

anymorestressonyourplate."

Iwasnowcryingatthispoint.

Me:"Doyou...Doyouknowwhokilledhim?"

Phila:"Yes.NatashaandSharon.Andanoldenemy

ofours."

Me:(Surprised)"Natasha?Ithoughtyoukilledher."



Phila:"Ithoughtsotoo.Don'tworry,we'llfindKele.

I'llmakesurewekillthosetwobitches.Youkust

concentrateongetringbetter."

Ifeltmyskincringe.Howcanwomenkillanother

woman'schild?Sharonhaschildrenofherownand

Natashahasason.Thisisthelowestlevelof

cruelty.Wedroveintothegraveyard.

Thereweren'tmanypeople,seemslikejustroyal

familywerehere.Allthosepeoplehadacertain

royalattireon,exceptafewpeoplelikeAphiwe.

Gogo,Mam'Masango,Mam'Ivy,Sbuandthetwins

walkedoutofthevan,whilePhiladidn'tmovewith

meinhisarms.

Me:"Aren'tyougoing?"

Phila:"No,Sthandwasami(Mylove).I'dratherbe

herewithyoumakingsureyou'reokay."



Me:"WehavetosupportSbu.Let'sgo."

Hewalkedoutreluctantlyholdingmyhand.Inever

likedfunerals.Theyhavethissombremood,butI

guessdeathistheonlythingweallhavein

common.Noteveryonegetstoliveorbeborn,but

everyonegetstodie.

Wewalkedtowardsthetentwhichwassetupforus.

Thisgraveyardlookswaybetterthananygraveyard

I'veseen.It'sspecificallyforroyalpeopleonly.

Phila'sfatherwasalsoburiedherebecauseIcould

seehisgraverightnexttoThato'sopengrave.All

thegraveshaveheadstonesonneatlycutgrass.

Phila'sfather'sstonehadabeautiful,engraved

pictureofhimandhisnamesengravedingold:

PrinceMxolisiBafanaZwane,Born:1966-02-27,

Died:2006-02-27.Theysaymostpeopledieon



theirbirthdays,Iguesshewasoneofthemany

people.Oddly,todayisthe27th,nowonderwhy

everyoneisinsuchastate.Iwouldalsobecrying

hystericallyifIwasburyingmysononthevery

samedayfatherdied.

Peopleweren'tmakinganyspeechesandtherewas

nopriest.Iguesstheydothingsthetraditionalway

here.ThefamilySangomamadeafewchants

beforeThato'slittlewhitecoffinwasputoncoffin

liners.Hethrewsomeherbsandburntsome

incense.

Sangoma:"WenakaMafukawalingani,Aphansi

naphezulu,ngobaaphezuluangubongubo,Ntsele

kaLindakaMkhonto,Awungilindengilandeezami

eZungeni,Mthanti,Ndunangokuthwal'isilasensele,

UNtselekangakanani,Ngobanasothinilomkhont'

angahlala(Clannames)."

KingZirugotuptospeakabouthisgreatgrandson,



theonehenevergottomeet.

KingZiru:"Mypreciousgrandson,nobodydeserves

todiethewayyoudid.Mayyoufindpeaceand

comfortontheotherside.Abaphansibanawe,

mzukulu(Theancestorsarewithyou,grandson).

LalangoxoloNkosiDumisaniThatoZwane.

Siyakuamukelalaekhaya(Wehavewelcomedyou).

Ungabekiemuva,mfanawami,qhubekaphambili

(Don'tlookback,keepgoingforward).Your

grandfatherhasalreadywelcomedyou.Beour

peace,andfollowyourmother'spresencehereon

earth.Sheneedsyounowmorethaneverbefore.

BeherguardianAngel.uLalengoxolo,Nkosi

DumisaniwakaZwane(restinpeace,Prince

DumisaniZwane)."

HewentontoexplainwhyhenamedhimDumisani,

itmeanssaint,togivepraise.Heexplainedthat

Thatoneededtobepraisedfortakingabulletfor



hismotheratsuchatenderage.Hediedawarrior.

IcouldseehowSbuwastouchedashejustbroke

down.Philacomfortedhimwithredeyesandtears

flowingnonstop.Asthecoffinwentdown

everyonestartedwailing;thetwinswerecrying

hystericallywhileMam'Ivytriedtocalmthemdown,

Mam'Masangowasprayingandmakingherweird

sounds;theroyalfamilyinroyalattirewere

ululatingandchantingclannames-allexceptfor

PrinceLwaziofcourse.

Hehadsuchablankstareonhisface.KingShaka

wascryinglikeaman,silentlyfightingthepowerof

histears.Itwasabeautifulsightnontheless.I

brokedownsilentlyasIthoughthowbrokenKele

mustfeelrightnow.Shecan'tevenburyheronly

child.

HowIprayGodiswithheraswespeak.Weall

wenttothrowwhiterosesinsteadofsandinthe



grave.Everythingwassodignified,IbetThatois

verypleasedwhereverheis.Theysaydeathisn't

painfulandbringsyousomekindofpeaceyoucan

neverexperiencewhenonearth.

Theykeptsingingsomefuneralsongsandonce

peoplestartedsinging"ThulaMntwanami",Ifelta

senseofgriefovercomeme.Inevergottoreally

grievemybabies.Thiswasawayofsaying

goodbyetothem-forthefinaltime.

Kele

Iwokeuponabig,comfybedwithwhitesheets.

ThisScorpionguyhasabeautifulhousefor

someonewholooksthisscary.Hemademetakea

bathandgavemefoodtoeatlastnight.Ihaven't

seenSharonorNatashaeversince.

IkeeptryingtofigureoutwhereIam,butclearlyI'm



inaforeigncountrybecausethishouseisfaraway

fromanyplacethatlooksSouthAfrican.EvenifI

hadtoescapeIwouldn'tknowwheretogobecause

thishouseisfarupthemountainawayfromany

otherhouse.

IcriedinsorrowbecauseI'mawayfromhome,I've

beenaprisonerforoveraweeknowandmybaby

waskilledrightinfrontofme.Ihaven'tbeen

sleepingsowellforthepastweek.Atleastall

Scorpioncomesanddoesiscuddlemenexttohim.

IlienexttohiminpuredisgustandIprayhenever

asksmeforsex.HekeepstellingmeI'mgoingto

behiswifesoon.

MyheartlongsforSbusobadly.I'mverygladmy

babiesarestillsafeandIhopetheydon'trealizeI'm

pregnantanytimesoonuntilSbucomestorescue

me.Hehasto.Iknowhewill.Ihadsucha

beautifuldreamofmybabylastnight.Hewas

dressedinwhitenexttoamanIhavenevermet,he



lookedexactlylikeSbuandPhila.MyThatowas

smiling.

I'veneverseenhimthathappybefore.Hewasfull

ofpeace."mama,I'msafe.Don'tworryaboutme.

Bestrong,Papaiscomingforyousoon."Those

werehiswordsandIfeellikehe'saroundmeeven

thoughIdon'tseehim.Ihaven'tstoppedpraying

eversinceIgothere.ThemoreIpray,themoreI

feelmybaby'spresence.IknowGodiswatching

overme.

Ziyanda

WeheadedbacktotheRoyalHouseafteralong

whileatthegraveyard.Wespentlongerthanusual

becausetheyputThato'stombstoneimmediately

aftertheburial.AtombstonefitforaPrince.

Wefoundlotsoffoodpreparedforus.Wedidn't



wanttoberudebyleavingsosoon,butwequickly

ateasthejetwasalreadywaitingforus.Whilewe

wereeatching,Khwezi,Phila'sgrandmotherraninto

thediningareawherewewere.Shekeptscreaming

"I'msorry!I'msorry!Tellhimtoleavemealone!I

didn'tmeantokillhim".Philasaysshesuffered

somekindoftraumaandhersinsarecomingback

tohaunther.KingZuritookherbacktoherroom.

Whilewewerefinishingup,PrinceLwazicameout

ofnowhere,fumingandwasabouttochargeatSbu,

butheduckedandgavehimonehellofaswing

backandLwazifellflatonhisface.Hequickly

stoodupshouting:"Mymotherisdeadandit'sall

becauseofyou!"

ChapterSixtyNine

Ziyanda

KingZuriheardallthecommotionandcameout



runningfromKhwezi'sbedroom.

KingZuri:"What'sthiscommotionallabout?!

Lwazi?!Kwenzekalani(What'shappening)?!"

Lwazi:(Fuming)"uMa'sbodywasfoundinanearby

fieldeatenbywildanimals.There'snotmuchleftof

her.Thepolicecametoinformusandtogivethe

restofherremains!"

KingZurilookedratherunphasedbyallthis.I

guessheneverlikedZinhlemuch.KighShakaalso

hadnoemotiontoexpress.Hejustkepteatinghis

food.

KingZuri:"Manjeuraselani(Sowhyareyounoisy)?"

LwazilookedrathersurprisedwhileLindelaniwas

alsojustunphased.Iguesstheremustbealot



moretoLindiwethatwhatweknow.

Lwazi:"I'vealwaysknownyouneverlovedme,but

uMa,Baba.Howcanyoubesocold?!"

KingZurichuckledwhileKingShakadidthesame

andhecarriedoneatinginsilence.

KingZuri:"Yaziwenamfanawami(Youknow,my

boy).Youthinkthewholeworldrevolvesaround

you.Youthinkyou'reentitledtoeverything.You

weresoconsumedwitheviljustlikeyourmother,

thatyouconsortedwithherintokillingyourown

father,yourownfleshandblood.Nooneshouldbe

thispowerhungryforthethrone,athroneyou'renot

worthyof."

Lwaziwidenedhiseyeswithdisbelief.Thisfamily

usworsethanmine.Somanysecretsandhate.He

keptquietforawhile.



KingZuri:"Khuluma(Talk)!Angithiunomlomo(you

haveabigmouth,right)?!Youthoughtwewould

neverfindout?!Yourgrandmotherisnowmad

becauseofthenonsenseyoudid!"

Lwazi:"Baba,Icanexplain.Iwasn'tPartof..."

KingZuriinterruptedhimlongbeforehecouldeven

finishtryingtoredeemhimself.

KingZuri:"Saveit,mfanawami(myboy).Youdon't

deservebeingapartofmyfamily.I'mstrippingyou

ofallyourroyalduties.Yourfatherisstepping

downsoonandsincePhilaandSbuwantnothingto

dowiththeRoyalKingdom,Lindelaniwillbethe

preceder."

Lwaziwassofurious.Hegotupshoutingand

screamingathisgrandfather,heevenwantedto



punchhim,butLindelanipinnedhimtotheground

andbeathimsobadly,thattwoofhisteethcame

out.

I'vehonestlyhadenoughdramaforaday.This

LwaziidiotdecidedtoruinThato'sbeautifulfuneral

likethis.

KingZuri:"Guards,takehimaway.Heisnolongera

princeasoftodayandasfortheremainsofZinhle,

burnthemorfeedthemtomoreanimals.Idon't

carewheretheygo,butthisgroundshallnolonger

betaintedbyfilthlikeLindiweorLwazi."

Wow.Iguesstheyreallywereseriousabout

mendingthebrokenbondbetweenthem.Wesaid

ourgoodbyesandheadedtotheairport.Wefound

thejetwaitingforusandwehoppedrightin.

IwishIcouldsayIwasonmywayhomealready,



butIhadanotherceremonytoattendatthe

GumedeRoyalHouse.LuckilyEshoweisn'tthatfar

fromhere.Weaskedthattheydoittodayaswe

justneedtoheadbacktoCapeTowntosettlein

whilePhilaandSbulookforKele.We'vealready

lostawholeweekwithoutprogress,wecan'tafford

anymoretimelost.

WegottotheGumedeRoyalHouseandluckily

everythingwassetforus.Itwasmyfirsttimehere

andit'squiteabeautifulmansion.Thefurniture

isn'tquitemystyle,butIguessit'showthingsare

donehere.QueenZinhleontheotherhandlooked

lessthanpleasedtoseeme,butIunderstand.I'ma

productofherhusband'sinfidelitysoshehasno

reasontolikeme.Bonginkosiwasmorethan

pleasedofmypresence,evenafewotherroyals

andhissiblings.Hissons,however,sharedthe

centimentsastheirmother.

Wefollowedhimtotheirancestralcorneratthe



backoftheiryardandhisuncleproceededwiththe

ceremony.

Uncle:"Gumede,Qwabe,MngunikaYeyeye,Khondlo,

OSidlabehlezibakaPhakathwayoAbathibedla,

bebebeyengaumuntungendaba,Bethi,"Dluyeya

ngenhlana,umalokazanaubeyethe,kuyikhuni

sidingidayoyodaba!"Kantibahlinz'imbuzi,

Malandela,ngokulandel'izinkomozamadoda,

Phakathwayo!(clannames)."

Heproceededwiththeceremonyandthey

welcomedmebygivingmeaname.Hegaveme

thenameNonhlanhlameaningLuck.SinceIamthe

onlyfemalechildofKingBonginkosi,Iwould

apparentlybringmoreluckandblessingstothe

Gumedefamily.

LuckyIwon'thavetocomebackagainformy

lobolacelebrations.Speakingthereof,wehaveput

itonholdduetoallthisdrama.Itwouldn'tbefairto



celebrateamongstsomuchpainandmisery.

MymotherhadtogobacktoPretoriatofetch

Thando'skids.Shesaidshewouldcomebackwith

them.I'mnotsureI'mevenreadyforthatbecause

thosekidsaresounruly.Perhapsmymotherhas

taughtthemathingortwoaboutmannerisms.

Itwasn'tsuchalongflight.Bythetimewearrived

weweresotired.Noneofuswantedtotalkmuch.

IjustheadedstraighttobedwhilePhilasaidhehad

somebusinesstotakecareofwithSbu.Isaida

longprayerassoonasIgotintomyroomasking

GodtogiveusstrengthandbewithKelenowmore

thaneverbefore.

Phila

IlookedatmybrotherandIwasverydefeated.For

onceIhavenothingtossytoconsolehim.My



brotherissohurt,Idon'tknowifhe'lleverrecover

fromthis.Rightnowourmainpriorityisfinding

Kele.ThelasttimeSbuwasthismiserablewas

whenhehadhisfirstkill.IreallymisstheoldSbu,

thefunnyandnonchalantSbu.Ineedmybrother

back.

We'resotired,butit'snousesleepingnownot

knowingwhatScorpionisplanningwithKele.Mr.

Zakeswassohardtotrack,butironicallyhelives

righthereinLaLucia,notfarfrommymother's

house.SbuandIhavewaitedlongenough.We

decidedtogotohishouse.

Everyonewasasleepsowedecidedtoheadout.

Justthetwoofus.WefollowedtheaddressTony

sentusviaGPS.Justlikeallthehouseshere,Bra

Zakes'houseishuge,withhighwallsandsome

serioussecurity.Healsohascamerasrightatthe

gate.Iguessalmostallthegangstersretirehere.

WegottothegateandpressedtheIntercom.Bra



Zakesrespondedafterashortwhile,ratherexcited

toseeus.It'sbeenawhile.

BraZakes:"Hehe,Bafanabami(myboys),zinja

zami(myboys)!Ningtholekanjani(Howdidyou

findme)?!"

Phila:(Chuckling)"Shosho,grootman(Bigman),we

haveourways.Imustsayyou'rehardtotrack

man."

BraZakes:"Letmeopenthegate.Ngenani(Come

in)."

Wedroveinandheclosedthegateshortlyafter.

Hisyardisalotsimilarlikemom's.Ithasahuge

gardenandwaterfallsbutcamerasliterally

everywhere.Hemetusbythedoorandhuggedus

onebyone.



BraZakes:"Comein,boys."

Wewalkedinandhishousewashuge;Goldand

whitecolourseverywhere.Whatdidweexpect?

He'sbeenagangsterprettymuchallhislifeand

nowthathe'sinhissixtieshe'ssettleddownreally

well.Weweremetbypicturesofhimandhiswife

andkidsevengrandchildren.Peoplereallydo

changeandI'mproudofhim.Hewasreallylikea

fathertoSbuandIeventhoughwedidcrime

together.

Hepouredussomewhiskeyandwesatdowninhis

lounge.

BraZakes:"Bafanas(Boys),whyungathininestress

so(Whydoyoulooksostressed)?"

Weexplainedthewholesituationtohim;fromus

workingforthemafia;tousmeetingourwivesto



Sbulosinghissonandnowweneedhishelpto

locateKele.

BraZakeswasrathersad.Heisoneofthefew

peoplewhoactuallytakefamilyreallyseriously.If

you'veworkedforhimbefore,you'llknow.

BraZakes:"Saynomore,bafanas(boys).Idon'tdo

crimeanymoreasyoucansee,butIhavesome

connections.I'mhonouredtoseehowwellyoutwo

haveturnedout.WhenIheardyoutwoarethe

actualCobraandBlackMamba,Iwasvery

impressedbutmostlyproudofyoutwo.You'll

alwaysbefamily,youknowthat.AsforScorpion,

He'sdeadtome.Ihaven'tseenhiminyearsand

wordisthatheisNatasha'sbabydaddy.Hecalls

meeverynowandthen,butIneverbotheredto

checkwherehelives."

Wesuddenlyfelthopeful.



Sbu:"Thatmeanswecancallhimandtracethecall,

mos?"

BraZakes:(Shakinghishead)"No,no,Sbuda.

You'vealwaysbeenahothead.Youneedtouse

yourheadthistime.Rememberthatfuckerhas

yourwifeandshe'spregnant.Theyalreadykilled

yourson,youwouldn'twanttoendagertheunborn

kids.Listen,he'llgetsuspiciousifIcallhim

especiallyatthishourtryingtodosmalltalk.He's

prettysmartifyouguyscan'tevenlocatehim.I

haveaplan.TrytrackinghisnumberusingyourIT

guywithoutcallingyet.Ifthatfails,youcanscare

himbykidnappinghisson.Theboyisaround

Mamelodi.He'sstupidenoughtohidehiskidina

townshipwithlazysecurity.Icangethimtaken,

don'tworry.Youknowe'renotchildkillers,wejust

needNatashaorScorpiontotalklongenoughwith

yousothatyou'reabletotracethecall.Oncethat's

donewe'llact."



BraZakeswasright.Callinghimnowwastoorisky.

BraZakes:"Ihavesomeoneinmindwhocanhelp

you.He'saspecialOpsguyandhighlytrained

assassin.Hehashisdemins,buthe'llhelpyou.

Don'tworry,youdon'thavetopayhim,takethisas

agiftfromme.Iknowverywellyoucanaffordit,

butit'stheleastIcando.I'lllethimknowyouneed

himandhe'llcometoIvy'shousetomorrow

morning."

Iknewwecouldtrusthim.Healwayshadaway

outofeverything.

BraZakes:"Sorryforyourloss,boys.Iknowwhat

it'sliketoloseachild.Itgetsbetterastimegoes

on.Afteryoukillthatbrotherofmineandhis

bitches,pleasefeelfreetoinvitemetothe

weddings."



Wehuggedhimandlefthishouse.Wewentback

homeandheadedstraighttobed.IfoundZee

alreadyinbedandIjustwrappedmyarmsaround

herandkissedhercheek.Thiswillbethelasttime

weeverbecomethissloppy.ScorpiontookKele

andThatowhenweleastexpectedit.It'stimeto

putthesoftnessasideandletMambaandCobra

takeoverus.Idozedoffafteralongwhile.

Thefollowingmorning

Iwaswokenupbyacallat6amfromanunknown

number.IanswereditanditwastheguyBraZakes

sent.Thespecialopsguy.Apparentlyhegoesby

thenameMthunzi.

Mthunzi:"Shosho,Phila.Mthunzihere.BraZakes

sentmetocomeseeyou.OpenupI'matthegate."



Hmm.He'sverystraightforward,militarystyle.

We'regonnalovehim.IcheckedthemonitorsandI

sawhiscarwasablackAudiR8withverydark

tintedwindows.Hedidn'tbothertoopenhis

windowsoIlethiminanywayandtoldhimtocome

straightin.AfterashortwhilehewalkedinandI

nearlyfainted.MyheartbeatsofastIjustcouldn't

believeit.Isthisafuckingjoke?!

ChapterSeventy

Phila

HestoodhereasIstaredathimwithaghastly

expressiononmyface.Thismustbeaseriousjoke.

Sbucamedownthestairsandnearlymissedastep.

Mthunzi:"Shobras(Guys),yiniungathinibona

ispokiso(Whydoesitseemlikeyou'vejustseena

ghost)?"



Itriedtospeak,butwordsfailedme.

Sbu:"Isthisafuckingjoke?WhywouldBraZakes

sendLungahere?!"

Thiscan'tbe.LungaisinPretoria,man.Thisguy

standinghereistheexactreplicaofLungaNgcobo,

justabitmorebuffedupandadeepervoice.They

havethesamecomplexion,justthatMthunzihasa

baldheadinsteadofhaironhishead.I'venever

beensoconfusedinmywholeentirelife.

Mthunzi:"Holdup,Lunga?Who'sLunga?"

Aswewereabouttoanswer,Zeecameoutofthe

bedroomandscreamedinhorrorasshesaw

Mthunzistandingbeforeus.Herloudscream

causeduMa,GogoandMam'Masangotocomeout

oftheirbedroomsrunning.



Gog'Khanyi:"Kwenzakalani(What'shappening)?!

ZeeYini(Whatisit)?!"

Theyallturnedtousandwerejustasshocked,

exceptMam'Florahofcourse.

Mam'Florah:"Hayi(No)man.Ninedrama(You're

sodramatic).Kantiyou'reallworriedabouthim?

He'sharmless."

SbuandIlookedateachotherwhileMthunzijust

stoodthereconfusedasfuck.

Phila:"Mam'Masango,caretoexplain?"

Mam'Masango:"I'lllethimdothetalking.Mfana

wami(myboy),ukhulisweubani(whoraisedyou)?"



Mthunzi:"Sawubona(hello)ma.Iwasraisedinan

orphanage.WhenIwasababyIwasdumpedata

nearbyrivernotsofarfromtheorphanageIgrew

upin.Thewomanwhoraisedmetoldmethatmy

motherhadtwinsandshedumpedoneasshe

believedIwasacurseuponhermarriage.She

wantedtosacrificemeforherevildeeds,buther

planfailed."

Wewereallsoshocked.Zodwahasdonethemost

evilthingsinlife.Iwonderhowthatoldbitch

sleepsatnight.

Mam'Florah:"Uyamaziumawakhoangithi(You

knowwhoyourmotheris,right)?"

Mthunzi:"Cha(No),ma.Ionlyheardshegoesby

thenameZodwa.I'mstillyettofindherandbelieve

mewhenIdoI'llmakesureshediesapainful,slow

deathandthatI'mthelastpersonshesees."



Okay,sohe'sgotangerandhatredtowardsZodwa.

Somethingweallhaveincommon.

Mam'Florah:"Alright.Don'tworry,you'llfindher

verysoon.Mantombazana(girls),asambeni

siyophuzaitea(Let'sgodrinksometea)."

WeallknowbetterthantoarguewithMam'Florah

soallthewomenfollowedhertothekitchen,

leavingSbu,MthunziandIstandinginfrontofthe

door.Wewenttotheloungetotalk.

Phila:"Mthunzi,Idoapologizeforwhatjust

happened.Ithinkwehavetoexplainsomethingto

you.Youlookexactlylikemywife'sexhusband,

you'retheexactreplicaofhim.Hismother,Zodwa

Ngcoboisthewomanyou'rereferringto."

IshowedhimsomepicturesofLungaandZodwa.I



evenexplainedeverythinfZodwaandLungadidto

Zee.MthunzijustbecamesostiffasIshowedhim

allthosepictures.Hisaurajustbecamemuch

darker,Icantellthisguyhaskilledalotofpeople.

Hedoesn'tseemlikeabadperson,butIguessit's

hisjob.

Mthunzi:"Iguessweweredestinedtomeet.You

havenoideahowlongI'vewantedtoseethe

womanwhodumpedmeandleftmetodie.She

choseonesonovertheother.Ihadatough

childhoodandithasmademewhatIamtoday,all

thankstoher.AssoonasIfindyourwife,believe

meI'llkillherandherlousysonforyou-forfree.

SbuandIchuckled.Thisguytalksaboutkillinglike

it'ssosimple.IknowSbuandItalklikethat,buthe

doesitprettymucheveryday.Wedecidedtoget

workingafterbreakfast.Wejoinedthewomenfor

somebreakfastandasusualGogoanduMakept

askingpoorMthunziquestions,notforgetting



Nokuhle.

Gog'Khanyi

Aswelefttogomakesometeaandfood,Iwas

shockedatwhatIsaw.Zodwaisoneevilbitch,yazi.

NowIrememberFlorahtellingmeaboutherdeep

darksecret.Perhapsweshouldremindherwho's

whoifshetriestofuckwithusagain.

Gog'Khanyi:"Weh,Florah,whydidn'tyoutellme

aboutthis?Wenearlygotaheartattack."

Mam'Masango:"Ah,Khanyisa.Uyaziukuthi(You

knowthat)Idon'thavetotellyoueverything,right?

Phelaitwasboundtohappen.Shehastoconfess

andthisboywillburnheralive."

Gog'Khanyi:"Irememberyourvisionaboutherbeing



burnttodeath!Yoh,mgnani,don'teverdiehey!

Ngizobainingaphandlekwakho(WhatwouldIbe

withoutyou)?"

Weallchuckledaswecontinuedtomakesometea

andbreakfast.

Phila

Afterbreakfastweheadeddowntothestudy.My

motherneverusesthisroom.Shehaditbuiltwhen

webuiltherthehouse,shesaysitremindsherof

uBaba(Dad)andweuseitwheneverwe'rehere.We

gotTonytotracethenumberbutasexpecteditis

untraceable.

WewastednotimeandgotachopperwithBlazer

andafewguystogetScorpion'sson,theone

Natashatriedtopinonme.Iswearthatbitchwasa

mistake.Herdadshouldhavejustpulledoutand



savedusthemisery.DeepdownIknowSbu

wisheswecouldkillthechild,butwe'renotlikethat.

Wedon'tspillinnocentblood-ever.

Wealsomadesuretouseaburnerphoneandmade

theconnectionuntraceableonhisside.Tonyset

upeverythingandwithintwohoursthechildwas

deliveredtothehouse.Wedidn'thaveachoicebut

todoeverythingatMa'shouse.Luckilytheynever

interferedoraskedtoomanyquestions.

Mam'Florahwashereforthat.

Thegentsbroughttheboyinandwesetupthe

videocall.IbeggedSbutobecalmbecauseIknow

hecanloseitanytime.Thephonerangand

Scorpionanswereditwithconfidence.Hethought

itwashisBrother,BraZakes,buttohissurpriseit

wasus.Thehousewasclearandtherewasnosign

ofKele,NatashaorSharon.

Sbu:"Yah,Scorpion.Nicetoseeyouagain."



Scorpion:(Shocked)"Howdidyougetmynumber?!"

Sbu:(Chuckling)"I'mamanofmanytalents."

WecouldseeScorpionwasanxiousandtriedtoact

tough.

Scorpion:(laughing)"Letmeguess,youwanttosay

hitomydarlingnewwife,right?Letmespareyou

themisery."

HecalledKeleandsheappearedwithinaminute.I

couldseeSbu'sveinspoppingoutofhisforehead.

Icanonlyhopeandpraythatheremainscalmin

orderforustokeeptheconversationgoingweneed

tobeabletotracethelocation.Kelecameontothe

screenlookingquitebeautifulandglowing.I

thoughtshewouldlookhorrible.I'mgladatleasthe

istakinggoodcareofherandIhopeandpraythat



hehasn'ttouchedher.Shelookedafraid,yettried

toremaincalm.

Scorpion:"Don'tbeshy,baby,sayhitoSbuda."

Kele:(tearyeyed)"Hi...HiSbu."

Sbu:(tearyeyed)"Kele,Thembalami(myhope).

Areyouokay?Didhehurtyou?"

Keleshookherheadwithtearsstreamingdownher

face.IknowthatbrokeSbubuthecan'taffordto

lookweakinfrontofScorpionskheforcedhistears

backintohiseyes.

Scorpion:"Don'tcrybaby,yezwa(okay).You'llnever

seethismonstereveragain."



Sbu:"I'llcomefindyou,Kele.Ipromise."

Scorpion:"Sparemethedrama,Sbu.Yousawher

anditwillbeyourlasttime.Gottago.."

BeforehehungupSbuletoutourjackpotmove.

Sbu:"Notsofast,Scorpion.Youhavesomethingof

mine,andnowIhavesomethingofyours."

SbupulledtheboyupandputhiminhislapandI

couldseeScorpion'ssmirkfadeonhisface.

Scorpion:"Howdidyou..WhatthefuckSbu!Iswear,

ifyouhurtmyson,I'llfuckingkillyou!"

WeheardNatashainthebackroundscreaming.



Natasha:"What?!TheyhaveTumi?!Howdidthey

findhimScorpion?!Iwon'tletmysondieatthe

handsofSbu!Iwon'tletthathappen!"

ScorpiongotupforgettingthatKelewasinfrontof

themonitor.HewasslappingNatashatellingherto

fuckoffwhileSbuusedthischancetotryandget

Keletorevealtheirlocation.

Sbu:"Kele,lookatmeThembalami(myhope)focus.

Pleasetellmewhereyouare.Whatdoyousee?"

Kele:(scared)"Iseemountains,lotsandlotsof

them.We'reveryfarfromotherpeople,Sbu.I'm

scaredImightneverseeyouagain."

Sbu:"Focus,Thembalami(Myhope).Whatelse?

Doyouhavepeoplecominginandout?What

languagedotheyspeak?"



Kele:"Idon'tknow,Sbu.ItsoundsPortug..."

Keledidn'tfinishhersentenceandScorpion

slappedhersohardshefelldown.Sbugotso

angryimmediatelyandfumed.

Sbu:"Youtouchedmywifeyoumotherfucker?!I'll

killyourson!"

Scorpion:"Wait!Sbu,hade(I'msorry),bro.Wecan

talk.Ididn'tevenslapherthathard."

Sbucutthecallandbangedthetable.Scorpion

mustbefrightenedrightnow.

Mthunzi:"IthinkshewastryingtosayPortuguese."

Tonyandhisteamwasontheotherline.



Phila:"Tony,didyoumanagetogetalocation?"

Tony:"Shosho,Bozza(Boss)84SantaTheresa,

Brazil."

OurJetmightnotmakeitintime.Whatifthey

changelocations?

Mthunzi:"Getyourjetfueledandachopperon

standby.I'llgetourjetfromthebase,weneedto

actnow.I'lltakeafewofmymenwith.Bringyour

bestmentome.We'releavingnow.Youtwostay

here."

Wenoddedandheleftleavingussotensedup.I

can'tevenrememberthelasttimeIhadagood

night'ssleep.



Kele

Ifeltabitdizzyafterthatslap.NowI'mvery

worriedhe'llkillme.

Scorpion:"Getup,bitch!Whatdidyousaytohim?!"

Hegrabbedmeandmymouthwasbleeding.Iwas

sofrightenedthatIwetmyselfandIstartedshaking.

Henoticedandchangedhistune.

Scorpion:"Ngiyaxolisa,baby(I'msorry,baby).Ijust

lostcontrol.Ididn'tmeanit."

Natasha:(Screaming)"Callthemback!You'reso

worriedaboutthisfatbitchwhilethey'rekillingmy

son!"



Scorpionslappedhersohardshefellontothe

ground.Hekickedhercontinuoslyuntilshewas

unconscious.Iwassoscared.Ithoughtthiswas

probablymylastdayonearth.

Scorpion:"Thatbitchtalkstoomuch.Pleasetellme,

baby,whatdidyoutellhim?IswearIwon'thityou

again."

Kele:"No..Nothing.Ipromise.IjusttoldhimI'm

okay."

Scorpion:(Smiling)"Yousee,thatwasn'tsohard.I

loveyousomuch,youknow.Sbuwillneversteal

youawayfromme.Come,let'sgetyouchanged."

Hepulledmetowardshimandmademegochange.

Thisguymustreallybebipolarbecausehismood

switchesareonanotherlevel.



Ichangedintosomethingelse.Hetriedhavingsex

withmetheothernightandIwasscaredshitless.

Everytimehetriestosleepwithme,hisdickdoesn't

getup.Idon'tknowifit'sGodorwhat,butI'mso

thanfulhehasn'ttouchedme.Hekeepssaying

we'regettingmarriedthisweekend.Hemademe

pickoutaweddingdress.Thismanisapsycho.I

oncehadtowatchhimfuckingthelivingdaylights

outofNatashaandSharoninhissexroom.

Hehassomanytoysandropesinthereit'sreally

scarystuff.He'sasadist;hefiststhemand

sodomizesthemwhenevertheydefyhim.Hehits

themwithpainfulobjectsandhegetssatisfiedfrom

doingthat.I'vebeensotraumatizedthispastweek

I'msosurprisedI'mstillpregnant.

Sharonhasdevelopedmorehateformesaying

Scorpiondoesallthosethingstothemandnever

anythingtome.Shesaysit'sbadenoughItook

SbufromherandnowIwatchmykidnapper



humiliateme.Idon'tfeelsorryforthem.They

killedmysonandIwishnothingbutdeathupon

them!

AfterafewhoursIfellasleeponthebed.Ihearda

loundbangdownstairsandsawsmoke.Iheard

somegunshotsandItriedhidingunderneaththe

bed,butScorpiongottomefirstandpulledmeout

ofthebedroomusingasecretdoorinhiscloset.I

triedscreamingbuthepunchedmeandallIsaw

wasdarkness.

ChapterSeventyOne

Sbu

IjustlostitwhenIsawthatfucklayhisfilthyhand

onmyKele.Icouldn'ttakritwhenIheardallthose

gunshotswhenMthunziwascommunicatingwith

usoverthephoneline.WhatifKelegothurt?Ijust

wentoutforasmokebeforeIdidanythingstupid.I



wentbackintothestudyafterabouttenminutes.

Weheardcommotionandgunshots,butItrust

MthunzisinceIspecificallytoldhimweneedthem

alive-allfourofthem.Mthunziandhismensecured

NatashaandSharon,butKeleandScorpionwere

mowheretobefound.Ifeltlikethedevilwasreally

testingme.Howcouldthisbe?!Iwasthiscloseto

gettingherbackhome.

Ijustdroppedinmychairwithtearsrollingdown

myface.

Sbu:"Ifailedher,Bafo(brother).Ifailedherandour

children.Ifailedthemall."

Phila:"No,Sbu.Ungakhulumikanjalo(Don'ttalklike

that),man.We'llfindher."



HetriedconsolingmebutIjustwasn'thearinghim.

WehadtomoveimmediatelysinceBlazerandafew

menarecomingbackwithNatashaandSharon.It's

timetotorturesendthosetwobitchestohelland

makesuretheystaythere.

Phila

Seeingmybrothersobrokenjusttearsmeapart.I

honestlydon'tknowwhatIwoulddoitZeegot

kidnapped.Thisisliterallytheworstthingtoever

happentous.It'shardtostaysmiling,whileKeleis

beingkeptagainstherownwill.Ihopethathaving

Natasha'ssonwillmakehersing.Weneedthat

location.

SbujustleftthehousewhileIquicklywenttosay

goodbyetoZee.Lifeisjusttooshort.WhatifI

neverseeheragain?



WelefttheNatasha'sboywiththewomenandwe

wereofftoPretoria,toourspecialwarehouse.We

preparedalltorturingdeviceswecouldthinkof.

Natashaismine.SbucandealwithSharon,butthis

bitchhasruinedeverythingofmineeversinceshe

setfoodinthiscountry.Ijusthateitwhenabitch

doesn'tgetthatyou'rejustnotintoher.Wechilled

outsidehavingafewbeerswhilewewaitedfor

themtoarrive.Sbutookoutafewcigarettesand

smokedsinceIdon'tsmokeatall.

Phila:"Whenareyougoingtoquitthattrash?"

Sbu:(Chuckling)"WhenmyKelecomesbackinto

myarms.Shehatesthesmellofcigarettesso

badly,IhavetobrushmyteethbeforeIevenkiss

her.ItoldherIwouldquitonourweddingday,butI

guessI'llhavetodoitsooner."

Atleasthissenseofhumoriscomingback.It's

roughseeingwhatpaincandotoaman.Ismiled



andshookmyhead.

Sbu:"Ngiyabonga,Bafo(Thankyou,brother).I

nevergotthetimetothankyouforbeingtherefor

me.Ireallyappreciateit."

Phila:"No,youknowyoudon'thavetothankme.

Beingthereforyoucomesautomatically.You'remy

blood,Bafo(Brother)."

Sbu:"Istillseriouslyappreciateit.Iknowallthisis

makingyouspendtimeawayfromZee.Assoonas

allthisisover,we'retakingourwivesawayona

welldeservedholidayondestinationsoftheir

choice."

Phila:"Well,sinceyouoffered,Icanneversaynoto

afreetrip."



Wechuckledandsatinsilenceagainwaitingfor

thosetwoill-raiseddumbfuckstoarrive.

Zodwa

Lifeisstillthesameonmyside.Lungahastriedto

gethisbusinessesupandrunningagain,butseems

likePhilahasruinedhisname-forgood.Nobody

wantstotouchhim.Ievenwentbackbeggingto

Pierro'smen,buttheysaidifIgobackagainthey'll

havemekilled.I'vebeenstealingmoneyfrom

Davidtosurvive,butmainlytohelpLungastarthis

ownbusinesssincenoonewantstohelphim.

It'samazinghowpeoplewillturntheirbackonyou

whenyouhavenothing,forgettingwhatanuisance

theywerewhenyouwereloaded.Ihavetaken

enoughmoneyforLungatobeabletogetupand

running.Ifoundnewsuppliersallthewayfrom

Brazil.Wedon'tneedtheItaliansanymore,there's.

Belindahasapparentlywokenupfromhercoma.I



haven'tgonetoseeher,andquitefranklyIdon't

care.IsuspectDavidhasgonetoseeherbecause

shehasn'tcalledcomplainingaboutanyvisits.AsI

wasabouttogiveLungathemoney,myphonerang.

Adonia,shemustbebearingmegoodnewsthis

time.

Zodwa:"Adonia,myonlyfriend.Youmustcome

withgoodnews."

Adonia:"Iwish,darling.You'rerunningoutofluck.

Yourlonglostsonisbackandhe'scomingforyou."

Isuddenlystartedshaking.

Zodwa:"Noways!Whatareyousaying,Adonia?

Didn'tyousayhedied?!"

Adonia:"There'sonethingyoufailtolearnaboutevil,



nevermakeadealwiththedevilbecausehecan't

betrusted.You'vebeenconsortingwithevilfor

yearsyetyouneverlearnMazet.Comecleanand

getsomehelpbeforehecomesforyou."

Shehungupleavingmeindeepthought.Thisis

impossible.Ipaidthatbitchtomakesureshekilled

him.

Kele

Iwokeupwithheavyeyesandmycheekreally

painful.Itriedtotouchmyrightcheek,butitfelt

painful.Iwokeupandcheckedmysurroundings.

I'minadifferentroomthanthelast.Ican'tbelieve

this.JustwhenIthoughtmybreakthroughhad

comethishappens.Scorpionmusthaveescaped

withmeduringtheshooting.Tearsrolleddownmy

faceonceagain,butthenIrememberedthedreamI

hadwhileIwassleeping.Thatoappearedtome

withtheverysamemanagain,tellingmetopray.I



needtopray,soIimmediatelygotdownonmy

kneesandstartedpraying:"DearGod,Ithankyou

forkeepingmeandmyunbornchildrenalive.Ipray

Lordthatyoumaypleaseprotectme.Pleasekeep

Sbusisosafeforme,pleasetakemebackhome

safely.IprayinJesusMightyName.Amen."

AsIgotupandwipedmytearsoff,IsawScorpion

standinginfrontofme,lookingatmewith

bewilderedeyes-Naked.IswallowedhardasI

thought"thisisit.I'mgoingtogetraped."

Hewasstrokinghispenisstaringatme,notmoving

aninch.

Scorpion:"You'rethereasontheytookmywhores!

Youliedtome!Youliedtomesayingthatyou

didn'ttellSbudaanything,andforthatyou'llbe

punished."



IgotsoscaredthatIkeptprayingsilently.Hekept

strokinghispenisbutitjustwasn'tgettingup.

Scorpion:(frustrated)"Dammit!You'vebeenoffthe

hookfortoolongKelebogile,andrightnow,I'llhave

topunishyousinceyou'rethereasonInolonger

havewhorestoplayaroundwith."

HecameclosertomeandIrecalledthenightBrian

soldmetohisdealersasformofpaymentforhis

debt.Ithoughttomyselfthere'snowayIcango

throughthatagain.Notthistime.Noteveragain.

Hewalkedclosertome.

Scorpion:"Getdownonyourknees!It'stimetosuck

mydickbacktolife..Ican'twaittofuckyou.I've

neverfuckedapregnantwhorebefore,Ihearthey're

rhebest."



Iwantedtocrysobadly,butthenIthoughttimeto

beweakhascometoanend.Ihavebabiesthat

dependonmeforlife.Ineedtofight.Idon'tknow

whereIgottostrength,butIkneltdownandge

pushedhimselfintomymouth.Isuckeditonceor

twiceandthenIclungmyteethontohisdickas

hardasIcould.Hescreamedoutinpain.

Scorpion:"Fuck!Youbitch!"

HeslappedmebutIdidn'tletmyteethgo.Iused

mylongnailstograbholdofhisballsandIpulled.I

pulledhispeniswithmyteethashardasIcould,

rippingoffapieceofhisdick.Ispatitoutandran

outofthebedroomasfarasIcould!Ilefthim

screamingandwailinginthebedroom.Iranoutof

thehouseandluckilytherewerehousesafew

metresawayfromeachother,eventhoughthisone

wasalsoonamountain.

Ididn'tevencareifIwouldgeteatenbywild



animalsorbittenbysnakes,butallIknewwasthatI

hadtogetoutofthere.IranasFastasIcould

tryingtoducktreesandstones.AsIwasrunningI

accidentallytrippedononebigstoneandfell.

Iwasrollingdownthemountain,gettinghitmy

treesandrocksintheprocess.Itriedtograbonto

oneofthetrees,butmygripfailedme.AsIkept

rollingIrememberhittingsomethingreallyhard

withmyheadandIsawdarkness.

Sbu

Blazerandafewofourboyscameafterwewaited

forhalfanhour.TheygotNatashaandSharonout

oftheVito,withtheirarmstiedbehindtheirbacks

andbagscoveringtheirheads.Theymadetheir

wayintothewarehouseandrightthenIswitched

fromthevulnerableSbuwithfeelings,tothe

mercilessMightyCobra.



PhilaandIfollowedtheminastheyuntiedthetwo

bitchesandtiedthemsothattheirarmsstayedin

theair,withropeshangingfromtheceiling.They

uncoveredtheirfacesandstrippednaked,andthey

weresoshockedandscaredtoseeus.Sharonwas

abouttoshitherself.

Sbu:"Jah,zifebe(bitches).Welcometomyterritory.

Bekumnandinisebenzisaikukuzenu(Itwasnice

whenyouwereusingyourpussies)tokidnapmy

wifeandson,angithi(right)?!"

Sharon:(Crying)"Sbu,Icanexplain,baby,itwasn't

me.Natashamademedoit.Ibeggedhernottokill

Thato,butshemademedoit."

Natasha:"Voetsek(pissoff)youSnitch!Youwerein

onthisjustasmuchasIwas."



Phila:(Chuckling)"Sbuda,letmeleaveyoutoit.

StartwithSharon,butNatashaismine."

Whiletheywerearguing,Iputonmyclovesand

pulledthefamoustrolleytowardsme.Isawfearin

theireyesasIdidthatandtheyswallowedhard.

JusthowIlovetoseemyvictims-fulloffear.

Sharon:"Wha...Whatareyougoingtodotome,

Sbu?"

Itookasharpknifefromthetable.

Sbu:"Iwarnedyou,Sharon.Iwarnedyoutostay

awayfromKele,butyoudidn'tlisten.Now,I'm

goingtoaskyouafewquestionsandyou'dbetter

comply.YouknowhowIgetwhenyoudon'tlisten,

don'tyou?"



Shewassoscaredshejustnodded.

Sbu:"Right.Let'sgetstarted.Whoseplanwasitto

kidnapThatoandKele?"

Sharon:(trembling)"M...Mine.Itwasmine."

Sbu:"Okay.Forthatyouloseoneear."

ItooktheknifeandcutoutherleftearasfastasI

could,leavingherscreaminginagony.

Sharom:"Please!PleaseStop,Sbu!I'mbegging

you!"

Asshewasscreamingatrailofpisswasrunning

downherlegs.



PhilaandIchuckled.

Phila:"Hawu,Shaz.YouhavesuchabigmouthI

thoughtyouwouldtakelongertopissyourself,man.

TakeNatashahereforinstance,thistallbitchtook

twohourstotodothat.Sheshitherselfassoonas

Idumpedhertallassinapoolofacid.Lookhow

prettyshelooksnow."

IlaughedsohardIhadtearsinmyeyes.

Sbu:"Nextquestion,whokilledmyson?!"

Sharon:"It..ItwasNatasha.Ibeggedhernottodoit,

butsheshothiminsteadrightinfrontofKele."

Sbu:"Right.Forthatyouloseanotherear,because

youfailedtocometoyoursensesandcallme."



Icutoffherrightherandshescreamedsomemore.

Sharon:"Please,please,Sbusiso.I'lldoanything.

Justplease,letmego."

Sbu:"Ibetthat'swhatKelewassayingwhenyou

sawmysonbeingkilled,right?Tellmewhatshe

said,Shaz.Whatdidshesayasyourfriendhere

hadthegunpointedataninnocentfiveyearold?

Tellme."

Sharon:(sniffing)"She..She.."

Sbu:"Youknow,inallthesixyearswe'vebeen

marriedIdon'trecallhearingyoustutter.Nowthat

you'reliveonstage,youwanttostutter?Comeon,

ShazzyShaz.Speak!"

Sharon:"She..Shewasbegging.Shetoldme..Told



ustostop.Shepleadedwithustostop,tokillher

instead.Shesaidshewouldstayawayfromyouif

weletthemgo"

Sbu:"Butdidyoulisten?Nope.Youhatchedaplan

withthedevilScorpiontogetbackatme,Sharon.

Nowmysonisdeadandmypregnantwifeisin

dangerwhileyou'rebreathinghereinfrontofme."

Sharonwidenedhereyesinastonishment.

Sharon:"Ke..Keleispregnant?"

Phila:"Yes,sheis.Withtwins.You'renottheonly

fertilewomanonearthafterall,Shazzy."

IthinkatthatmomentithadsunkintoSharon's

headthatshitwasabouttohitthefan.Sheknew

verywellhowIfeltaboutchildren,especiallymy



children.

Sharon:"Sbu,listen.Icanleavethecountryand

nevercomeback.Ididn'tknowshewaspregnant."

Iputtheknifeonthetrolley,tookapairofpliers.

Sbu:"You'vealwaysbeensovain,Sharon.You

nevertookcareofmeoryourkids.Iwonderwhat

you'dlooklikewithoutteeth?"

Itookoutfourofherfrontteethwiththepliers,then

proceededtoremovetwoofherbigtoes,andtwoof

herthumbs.Shewasscreamingoutinpainas

usualbutIwasn'tsatisfied.

Sbu:"Hmm.Thismakoverisnotquiteright.

Somethingismissing.oh,yes.Ithinkyouandyour

friendshouldhaveamatchingface,don'tyouthink,



Phila?"

Phila:"Yes,thatwouldbeperfect,Sbu.Tellyou

what,removebothhereyessinceshehasalready

seentoomuch."

Sbu:"Niceidea.HowcomeIneverthoughtofthat.I

wanttobethelastpersonyou'lleversee,Sharon.

Letthisbearemindertochangeyourways.After

this,I'llsendyoubackhomeandyourprecious

familywilllookafteryouuntilthedayyoudie.

You'llnevergettoseeNokuhleorNobuhleontheir

firstdayofschool,orwhentheygraduateorget

married.You'llbehauntedbyyourevilactionsfor

life."

Sharon:(wailing)"Sbu,please!"

Iclawedoutbothhereyesusingmyhands,leaving

herblind.Shescreamedoutinagonyandbegged



metokillher.

Sharon:"Justkillme,Sbu.KillmebecauseIhave

nothingtoliveforanymore."

Sbu:"Killingyouwon'tdomeanyjustice.Itwould

befartooeasy.GoodbyeSharon.Haveanicetime

inOrangeFarm.Ican'tpromiseanyvisits,though."

ItoldBlazertotakeherawaywhileshewas

screaming,leavingNatashaoutofwords.I

removedmyglovesandsatdownonmychairand

tookoutasmoke.

Sbu:"Phila,it'sshowtime."

Phila



IlookedatNatashashelookedlikehell.Shewas

halfblind,andburnttoshit.IfIwereherIwould

havebeggedScorpiontoputabulletinmyhead.

Thisbitchisgulyasfucknowandforsomeonewho

livedonouterbeautyallherlife,staringinthemirror

mustbehell.

Phila:"Ja,Natasha,dintshang,ngwana(What's

cooking,girl)?Youlooklikeshithey.Ican'tbelieve

sfebesenesejewangkeeverybodygasadumisa

niks(Ican'tbelieveyoulooklikethisforawhore

whousedtobefuckedbyeveryone).Scorpionnea

gonyobabjangmara(HowcouldScorpionstomach

fuckingyou)?"

Sbu:"Ibethealwaysfuckedherfrombehind."

SbuandIlaughedsohardwithtearsinoureyes

whileshestartedcrying.



Sbu:"Eh!Sfebesesalla,Mamba(Thisbitchis

crying).Gothomaneng"Tallestbitchintown"alla

(sincewhendoesthetallestbitchintowncry)?Ee

nyakarecordingmfana(Thisdeservestobe

recorded)."

Natashacriedevenlouderaswelaughedharder.

Phila:"YouthoughtIwouldn'tfindout?Thatyou

weretheonewhobodyshamedmywifeonsocial

media?YoushouldhavestayedawaywhenItold

youto.ImeanIwentontvjusttowarnyou,boo.

Nowlet'sgetdowntobusiness,whereisScorpion

hiding?"

Natasha:"IfItellyouyou'llkillmeanyway."

Phila:(Chuckling)"Whosaidanythingaboutkilling

you?"



Shekeptquiet.

Phila:"Sbu,callhome.Let'sgiveMs.Mothupihere

sommotivation."

SbuvideocalleduMaandsheanswered.

Sbu:"Yebo,Ma.Ngicelaubekelomfanaefonini(Hi,

Ma,pleaseputtheboyonthephone)."

Sheputhiminfrontofthescreen.

Ma:"Sayhello."

HewasplayingandmakingbabysoundsasSbu

showedNatashathescreen.Sheletoutatearas

hecalledhermamawhensheappearedonthe

screen.Sbuhungupafterafewseconds.



Phila:"See?Thatwillbethelastmemoryengraved

inyouifyoudon'ttellmewhereScorpionishiding."

Natasha:"He..He'shidinginhisotherhouseinRio

deJanerio.It'sabout5kmawayfromwhereyou

foundus.There'sadoorbehindiswardrobe

leadingtoatunnelthatwillleadyouthere.

SbumadethecalltoMthunziandhesaidhewason

it.

Phila:"Thatwasn'tsobad,nowwasit?Ilikeitwhen

youcomply.I'llhavemercyonyou.Iwon'truin

anythinganymoresincethere'snothinglefttoruin

onyourshittybody.I'llmakesureyournewpimps

treatyouwellbygivingyoufoodandwaterin

China."

Shestartedscreamingandbegging.



Phila:"Don'tlooksosad,youwereasexslavefor

Scorpion.Weknowallaboutthenaughtyroom.

You'llhaveplentyoffunbeingasexslavefor

dozensofmen.Haveagoodtime."

ShewasscreamingasBlazerleftwithher.Wegot

theboystocleanupthemessSharonmadeand

nowitwasawaitinggame.Wewaitedforfeedback

fromMthunzi.IcouldseehowRelievedSbuwas

afterwhathadjusthappened.Peopleneedtolearn

tolistenwhenwesaydon'tpokeasnakefromits

hole.

ChapterSeventyTwo

Ziyanda

It'sbeenaroughfewweeks.It'samazinghow

strongyourfaithgrowswhenyou'reexperiencing

turmoilinyourlife.I'minastateofpeacenow.



Spendingtimewiththetwinsandtakingoverduties

fromMam'Ivyhashelpedmealot.Natasha'sson

wastakenbyMr.Zakesandwillnowberaisedby

thempermanently.

They'reactuallynotthatbad,justahandful.

Nokuhlekeepsaskingmesomanyquestionsabout

myhairbeingreal,soIletherplaywithit,while

Nobuhlelikesdoingmynails.Mam'Ivyisso

greatful,shegetstospendsometimewithGogo

andMam'Florah.

Ihaven'tbeenspeakingtoanyoneelsemuch,andI

feelsobadaboutnotkeepingtabsonPorsche

sincetheincident.SoIdecidedtogiveheracall.

Porsche:"Yoh(Wow)!Modimowaphelahle(Godis

alive)!Wenawamfonela(youcalledme)!"

Ismiled.TheoldPorscheisback.Isometimes



wonderhowshemanagestobouncebackfrom

hecticshit.

Me:"Hello,Mokgotsi(Friend).Okaefela(Howare

you)?"

Porsche:"Skawarakanna(Don'tworryaboutme).

Let'stalkaboutyou.Howhaveyoubeen,Tsala

(friend)?"

Me:(deepsigh)"Ah,Kazamahey(I'mtrying)."

Porsche:"That'snotgoodenough.We'lltalkwhenI

getthere.I'llbelandinginafewminutes.Ciao!"

Shehungup.Porscheisseriouslylikeasisterto

me.Ihonestlydon'tknowhowIcouldlivewithout

her.AndnowwithKelestillmissing,Ineedagood

oldfriend.



Gog'Khanyi

Thingswerestillabittensebutwecan'tkeep

dwellingonthebadstuffallday.Florah,IvyandI

weresitringoutsideinthegardenwatchingZeeand

thekidsplayintheirplayhouse,whilewesippedon

ourbeverages.IgaveuponFlorahlongago.She

refusestotasteevenalittlebitofalcoholeversince

shestoppeddrinkingyearsago.

MyphonekeptringingandIignoredit.It'sbeen

ringingoffthehookandbeepingwithmessages

sincethismorning.

Ivy:"Aren'tyougoingtoansweryourphone?Hayi

phelayou'refamoustoday."

Gog'Khanyi:(rollingmyeyes)"Hayi,it'smyToyBoy.

Oh,Nkosiyami(Mygoodness)IsometimeswishI



neveropenedmylegsforhim.NowthatIdidhe

justcan'tstopcallingandtextingme."

FlorahandIvyjustlaughedatmesohard.

Gog'Khanyi:"Mxm.Niyahleka(You'relaughing)?

That'snotfunnyatall,youknow.What'sworsehis

girlfriendisbusyharassingme.Shekeepssending

meannoyingmessagestostayawayfromherman.

uTonyyenahe'scatchingfeelingsathi(saying)he

lovesme.Cabangani(Imagine)."

Theyjustburstoutinlaughtermakingfunofme

leavingmesofrustrated.

Mam'Masango:"Itoldyouukuthi(that)shewould

showyouflames.Uthandaizintonawe(Youlike

things)."



Gog'Khanyi:"Ngiyazisolayazi(Iregretit,youknow)."

Ivy:"Ijustwanttoknowonething:Ishegood?"

Mam'Masango:"HawuIvynawe!"

Ivylaughed.

Gog'Khanyi:"Yoh,hayishem.Uyarockalomfana

(thatboyrocks)!"

Mam'Masango:"UbuzelaniwenaIvy(Whyareyou

asking)?Mxohasbeengonefortwelveyearsnow."

Ivy:(laughing)"hayiwenaFlorah,doyouthinkI

couldliveforthatlongwithoutsomesex?I'malso

human."



Gog'Khanyi:"Oho,Florahhasbeenarebornvirgin

eversinceIsaacdied.Akafuniukuzwaubumnandi

(Shedoesn'twanttofeelgood)."

WebothlaughedwhileFlorahshookherhead.

Mam'Masango:"I'dratherdevotemytimetoGod.

Menareahandful.Besides,sexisn'tthatexciting."

Webothpoppedoureyesstaringather.

Ivy:"Justwaituntilyoudothe69."

Mam'Masangi:"60bani(sixtywhat)?"

Webothlaughedatherwhileshewasleftconfused.

Gog'Khanyi:"Uzobona(You'llsee)oneday."



Mam'Masango:"Iwonderwhatyoursonswillsay

whentheyfindouttheirmomisasexfreak."

Ivy:"Abanachoice(theydon'thaveachoice)butto

acceptit.Angithinabobayenzaamasixtyshades

(Theyalsodothosesixtyshadesstuff)."

Mam'Masango:(shakingherhead)"Manjewho's

thismysterymanwhomakesyoudothethings?"

Ivy:"I'lltellyouoneday."

Welaughedaswecarriedondrinking.Myphone

rangagainandIwasforcedtoanswerit.

Gog'Khanyi:"UfunaniTony(Whatdoyouwant)?

Uyang'hlupaman(You'rebotheringme)."



Tony:"Ah,sorryBabyG.Lewenankabeosang

maeziso(Youshouldn'tbeignoringmelikethis).

Wanghlansasan(Youdrivemecrazy).Kogobona

neng(WhenwillIseeyou)?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Otlompona(You'llseeme)onceyou

putyourlittlegirlfriendinplace.Wantenakadi

messageketlomotrapa(she'ssendingme

annoyingmessages,I'mgoingtobeatherup)."

Tony:(Chuckling)"Ah,oraFiona?Nnakemo

hladile(Idumpedher)forwena(you)."

IgotsoannoyedIstoodupfrommychair.

Gog'Khanyi:"Eng(What)?!WagafaTony(Areyou

mad)?!"



Tony:"Eish,hade(sorry)BabyG.Flopokaoncanda

andwenagaoebonetabaeo(ProblemisIloveyou

andyoujustdon'tseeit)."

Thisboyisgoingtogivemehighbloodpressure.

Gog'Khanyi:"Okay,bona(look)Tony,tsamayao

felletsaspaneonayakeleKele(Gofinishupyour

jobandlookforKele)andwe'lltalk."

Tony:"Ah,refeditse,bamokereilethat'swhyke

nalenakoebaieforwenanouso(We'redone,they

foundherhenceIhavesomuchtimeforyounow)."

Gog'Khanyi:"That'sgoodnews!Okay,bona(look)

Tony.I'llcallyoulater,Ipromise."

Tony:"Okay,grandshapmarakaoncanda(fine,but

Iloveyou)."



Gog'Khanyi:(Rollingmyeyes)"Shaplenna."

IhungupandIvyandFlorahjustlaughedatme.

Gog'Khanyi:"Mxm.Lenalaborashame(Youtwoare

boring)."

Ivy:"Haibo,Khanyisa,youspeaktsotsitaalnow?!"

Gog'Khanyi:"Voetsek(pissoff)Ivy.Anyway,hetold

megoodnews.TheyfoundKele.Let'sgoprepare

anicefeastbeforetheboyscomeback."

Ivy:"That'sgreatnewsoh,Godisgood.My

daughterinlaeiscomingback.Asihambeni(Let's

go)."



WecalledZeeandthegirlsinandtoldthemthe

goodnews.Foroncethingsarelookingup.Ihope

shecomesbackhealthyandinonepiece.

Sbu

AfterweweredonewithNatashaandSharon,we

waitedforMthunzitoletusknowwhetherhefound

Keleornot.Itwasthemostanxiousthirtyminutes

ofmylife.

Whilehewasontheline,hetoldushehadfound

thehouse,butthesecuritywasrealtight.Theyhad

toshootatleastthirtyofhisguardstogetinside

thehouse.Wekepthearinggunsblazingand

bulletsgoingoff.Ihaven'tbeenprayingregularly,

butIrecallmakingthelongestprayerofmylife

duringthattime.

Mthunzigotinthehouseandheandhismen



searchedthewhole18roomswithnosignof

Kelebogile.TheyfoundScorpion,andeventhoughI

wantedhimalive,Mthunzihadtoshoothimsince

hehadalreadystartedshootingupastormbefore

theywalkedin.ApparentlyScorpion'sdickwas

bittenoff.

Isuspecthetriedtorapemywomanandshebeat

himtoit.Ihopehedidn'ttouchherotherwiseI'llgo

aftereveryoneinhislife.It'sapityhehadsuchan

easydeath,butwhatmattersmostrightnowisKele

andmybabies.Mthunziandhismenplanted

explosivesinthehousebeforetheyleftandmade

surethehouseburnttothegroundwithall19of

theminit.

Itoldhimtokeepsearchingtheareaandeven

thoughhewaswoundedbyonebulletfrom

Scorpion,hedidn'tstoplooking.Thisguyisareal

warrior,nowonderBraZakesrecommendedhim.



Hekeptlookinginthewoodsandeventhoughit

wasgettingdarkinBrazil,hefollowedfoottrails

andeventuallyfoundher.Shewasbruisedand

unconscious,butatleastshewasbreathing.He

gothisstandbydoctortoattendtoherinthejetas

theyflewbackthisside.

WehadtousemyjetwhichIhardlyevenuseto

headbacktoDurban.We'rewaitingforPorsche

andDrakesinceshe'llbecomingalongwithusto

LaLucia.Drakehasbeensummonedbymeto

comeandattendKele.Itrustnooneelsewithmy

woman.We'llmeetMthunziandthewholecrewat

anearbyprivatehospital.Theroomhasbeenset

upwithalltheequipmentneeded.

ForthefirsttimeinalongtimeIaskedPhilatoget

downonhiskneesandpraywithme.I'venever

beenthisclosetolosingsomeoneafteruBaba(Dad)

died.Icansaythatafterpraying,Ifeltawhole

senseofreliefandserenitycomingoverme.Kele



alwaystellsmethatIshouldalwayspraynomatter

what;whetherI'mhappyorsadorindistress,

prayerwillgetmethroughanything.Ivowtomake

herhappyfromnowonandprotectherwithmylife.

ChapterSeventyThree

Ziyanda

I'msohappytohearthatKelehasbeenfound.I

decidedtocookupastorm.Ilettheelderwomen

resttonight.Ievendecidedtotakeoutoneofthe

bestwinebottlesfromthekitchenandmakeafew

mojitosandsexonthebeach.

It'stimeforMam'Florahtoletloosealittlebitand

thankGod.Porscheiscomingsothealcoholhasto

keepflowing.Idecidedtoevenbakesome

chocolateTrifleandthekidswillloveit.Theywere

busyhelpingmeandIwasenjoyingit.



ItbrokemyheartwhenNobuhlekeptsayingtheir

motherneverdidsuchthingswiththem.Ialways

askmyselfwhyGodalwaysblesseswomenwho

don'treallyyearntohavechildrenwithchildren

whilesomeofusareleftwithnone.ButGogosays

IshouldneverquestionGod'sdoings.OnlyHe

knowswhy.

Iwasdoneandthegirlshelpedmesetthetable

andbringthefoodaswell.Imadesome

homemadepizzaforthegirls,BeefLasagne,

RoastedChickenbreastswithcreamyspinach

fillingandsomeroastedLambwithPotatoMash

andgravy.It'sabitmuch,Iknow,butfor8adults

andtwokids?Thefoodwillbefinishedwithinan

hour.

WhileIaskedthetwinstogoandcallthebigladies,

Porschewalkedinlookingasstunningasever.One

wouldswearshewasn'tgoingthroughsomerough



stuffafewweeksago.Iswearthisgirl'sbodywas

speciallycarved.Shedoesn'tgainanounceoffat.

Sherantowardsmeandwehuggedforawhile.

Porsche:"Hayi,manZee.Yougethospitalizedfora

weekandyoucomebacklookinglikethis?!No,

man.Weneedtofixthathairandstopdressinglike

Nozi."

Weburstoutinlaughter.It'sreallygreattofinally

seeheraftersuchalongtime.

Me:"It'ssonicetoseeyou,chomi(friend).Where's

PhilaandSbu?Weren'ttheysupposedtocome

withyou?Andwhere'sKele?"

Porsche:"Eish,chomi.Gorofwaitse(It'sbad,hey)."

JustthenNobuhleandNokuhlecamebackrunning.



Nokuhle:"AuntyZee,ubanilo(Who'sthis)?She'sso

pretty."

Porsche:"Beforewesayanythingtoanyone,girls.

We'realwayssupposedtogreet,right?"

Nobuhle:"Sorry,AuntyandGogohavebeentryingto

teachus.Oldhabitsdiehard."

Porscheburstoutlaughing.

Porsche:"Tjowe!Keleotshwerebothatamo(Kele

hasgotaseriousproblemhere).Banabakebo

MinnieSharonshem(ThesetwoareMinnie

Sharons)."

Gogo,Mam'IvyandMam'Masangocametothe

diningareaandgreetedPorsche.Wesatdownand



prayed.

Gog'Khanyi:"Manje(So),Portia,baphilabantu

(wherearethesepeople)?"

Porsche:(Deepsigh)"Kelewasfoundunconscious

inthewoodsnotfarfromScorpion'shouse.She

triedtorunaftermanaginganescapebutshefell

ontopofahugebrickitseems.She'sinjured,but

Drakesaysshe'llbeokay.PhilaandSbuwentto

thehospitalwiththem."

Ziyanda:"Maybeweshouldgoseethemafter

dinner."

Mam'Ivy:"No,darling.Letthemrestforawhile.

They'llcomebacksoon.Let'sjustbethankfulthat

Keleisaliveandwell."



WemadeatoasttoKele.She'sonebrave

motherfucker.KnowingmeIwouldhaveprobably

killedmyselfintheprocess.Wehadabitoffun

eatinganddrinkingofcourse,Mam'Masangotried

mySexontheBeachandImustsayitwentdown

sowellsheaskedforasecondone.Gogowasso

happyshecouldn'tstoptalkingaboutit.Wehad

somedessertandPorscheandIputthedishesin

thedishwasherandusedthismomentasachance

tocatchup.

Porsche:"So,tellme,howareyoureallyfeeling?"

Me:(sigh)"Honestly,ifyouhadaskedmethat

questionaweekago,Iwouldhavejustbawledup

andcried.Butnow,I'mhonestlyinabetterplace.It

wasmeanttohappenandIjusthopethatoneday

I'llgettohavemyownchildren."

Porsche:"Youwill,Zee.Doyouknowhowmuch

RobandIstruggledtohaveBailey?Wehadtogo



throughIVF.Imagineatmyage.Itcanhappento

anyone.You'llgetyourbabies,love.You'llbe

blessedabundantly.Godlovesusall,babe.My

motheralwaysdays"Modimogalebalebanabagae

(Godneverforgetshischildren)."

Porschealwayssaystherightthings.

Me:"Thankyoumyfriend.Now,tellme,howcome

younevertoldmeaboutwhatBelindasaid?"

Porsche:"It'snoteasytotalkaboutone'spast.I

couldn'texactlytellyoumymotherwasanalcoholic

andmadeussleepwithherclientsformoney.It

wasreallytough,Zee.Mysisterwastheonewho

wasinitiallyforcedtodothisafteroneofmymom's

clientstoldhershewastoooldandsheshouldlet

herchildrendothework.

Mysisterwouldscrubherselftilshebledanddrink



herselfintoastuporaftershewasdonesleeping

withthem.Thingsgotbadwhenshefellpregnant

withherfirstchild.Thedrinkingbecameworseand

shehadhersecondchildandthenthird.Allthose

kidsbelongtosomeoftheclients.Wedidn't

choosethislife,Zee.

Mymomknewnothingelseotherthansellingher

body.Growingupinapoorfamily,myfather

decidedtoabandonuswhenwewerechildrenand

shechosetodowhatshedidbest.OnceIturned

16,Ibecamethenextoneinline.Ibeggedhernot

toletmedoit.Iofferedtogetsomesmalljobsasa

waytomakemeansforus.Thingswerefinefora

whileuntilIfinishedmatric.

IrememberIhadsavedupforregistrationonlyfor

herandmysistertodrinkitall.Iwasinabadstate,

babe.ThatnightIrantoGogo'shouseandfound

youthere.Ididn'twantyoutoknow.Ididn'twant

youtofeelsorryformeorfeellikeIwasyourfriend



justsoIcouldgetmoneyfromyou.IthankGodfor

uGogobecauseshepaidformyregistrationand

firstsemesteruntilIgotaBursary.

I'mgladInevergottosleepwiththosemen

becauseIwouldneverhavesurvived.Itriedto

makeendsmeet,imaginemebeingastudentand

sendingmymealallowancehome.That'swhenI

metRobert.Hiswifewasdyingfromcancerand

herlastwishwasforherhusbandtofindawoman

who'lllovehimandherdaughterunconditionally.I

wasinabadspaceandIneededmoney.

HeofferedmeajobathisHotelonlyforhimtospill

thebeans.Iwasn'tattractedtohiminanyway.I

wasjust19Reesewas7atthetime.WhenImet

herIjustknewIcouldn'tletherdown.Imovedin

withthemandtookcareofheruntilherlastdayon

earth.Wegotmarriedayearafterandittooka

whileformetolovehimlikeIdonow.



ReesefellinlovewithmeinstantlyhenceIwould

doanythingforher.I'dkillforher.That'show

strongRobandI'sloveforoneanotheris.Heknew

everythingaboutmypastandheacceptedmejust

thewayIwas.Hislatwwifeknewthesituationand

welcomedmewithopenarms.Rob'sfamilyhasa

problemwithhimbeingwithablackwomanhalfhis

age,butallthatmatterstousisthatwehaveeach

other,plusthesex."

Wewerebothsoemotionalthatwedidn'teven

realizewewerecrying.Forsuchabubblyperson

Porschehasquitealotofbaggagebutlookathow

sheturnedout.Sheneverheldagrudgeagainsther

sisterormother.That'sjustpowerful.

Zee:"Youjustmademerealizehowmyproblems

seemsmall,Porsche."

Porsche:"Nooneisincompetitionwithproblems,

Zee.Weallhaveourlimits.Thekeyistonevergive



up."

That'sreallytrue.

Porsche:"Nowenoughwiththewaterworkso

mpotsegore(andtellmeif)you'veneverwondered

howbigSbu'sdickactuallyis."

Inearlyspilledmydrinkandlaughedhard.

Me:"Hai,Porsche!"

Porsche:"Keng(What)?They'retwinsandbythe

waySharonneamolwelakateng(wasfightingfor

him),itmeansit'shuge.Youcan'tblameagirlfor

wondering."

Me:"Hai,Porsche.Ican'tthinkofanyone'spenis



otherthanPhila."

Porsche:"Oh,well.Athreesomewouldn'thurt."

Me:"Hai,hai,hai.Iwouldnever."

Porsche:"Suityourself.Akerewenaostuifpap

(You'reasstiffaspap)."

Webothlaughed.Thisgirliscrazy.

ChapterSeventyFour

Sbu

WewaitedforKeletoarriveforaboutthreehours.

Philahasbeenbymysideeversince.I'mvery

greatfulforhimotherwiseIwouldbeaserious

messwithouthim.IwassoanxiouseventhoughI



wassupertired.

Ihaven'tsleptindays,butnothingbeatsknowing

mywifeisaliveafterbeingkidnappedbythatfucker

Scorpion.AllbecauseIoncefuckedhischickback

inhighschool.Somepeoplejustcan'tletgoof

grudgesmanit'ssickening.

Drakearrivedwithanambulanceandtheytookout

astretcherandIsawKeleonit.Irushedtoherside;

shewassobruisedonherarmsandherfacewas

swollenwithabandagewrappedaroundherhead.

Sbu:"Kele,Thembalami(Myhope).Pleasestay

strong,forus,forourchildren.Please."

Drakeandthenursesrushedhertoherward.Itried

togowiththem,butPhilapulledmeback.Forthe

firsttimesinceallthishappenedIfeltaodefeated,I

feltlikesuchafailure.IneverthoughtthatIwould



everendangerKele'slifelikethat.Mysonisgone

andit'sallbecauseofme.

Phila:"Relax,Bafo(Brother).Shessafenow.Uzo

baright(She'llbeokay).You'llsee.She'sareal

fighter."

Sbu:"Ifailedher,Bafo(Brother).She'sinthismess

becauseofme."

Phila:"Don'tthinklikethat.Let'ssitandwaitfor

feedbackfromDrake."

Wesatinsilenceandwaitedforsomenews.They

alwayssaynonewsisgoodnews,butinthiscase

I'mjustnotsure.Somanythoughtsweregoing

throughmymindandItriedsohardnottoletrage

takeoverme.Drakecametousafteranhour.I

quicklygotupwithPhila.



Sbu:"Drake,tellmesomegoodnews,man,please."

Drake:(Sigh)"She'squitedehydratedandherhead

isabitswollen.She'ssufferedalotoftrauma

whichcausedhertogetmoderateHighBlood

pressureandI'mreallyamazedthatshe'sstill

pregnantandthetwinsarehealthy.I'veputheron

anIVdriptorehydrateherandI'vesedatedherjust

soshecouldgetenoughrest.Shedoesn'tneedany

morestress."

Isighedandhuggedhim.

Sbu:"Thanks,bro.Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatI

woulddowithoutyou.CanIseeher?"

Drake:"Yes,sure,butremember,nostress.She's

sedated,butshemightrememberwhatyousay."



IwalkedtoKele'sroomandthereshewas,lyingina

hospitalbedwithdripsandneedlesattachedtoher.

Shelookedsopeaceful.IwishIcouldbuyherall

thepeaceintheworld,Ioweherthatmuch.Idon't

knowhowlifeworks:oneminuteyouhaveallthe

happinessintheworldandthenextit'salmost

takenawayfromyou.

Allherlifeshehashadtofight,andnowIvowto

makeherlifeassmoothaspossible.Peoplewith

thepurestheartsalwaysgetfuckedover.Lookat

me,IwastheruthlessCobraandIwasfearless.

ThattimeInevergotfucked,butassoonasIfound

myKeleagainIbecamesoftasfuckandnow

Scorpionandthosebitchesfuckedmeover.That

willneverhappenagain-ever.

Iwenttoherbedsideandheldherhand.Iletthe

tearsflow.Thiswasmymoment,mymomentto

mournoursonwithherandheralone.uMaalways

saysoneshouldbegladfortheGraceGodbestows



inyourlife,evenifthosemomentsareshortlived.I

metmysonandwithindayshewaskilled.Ijust

hopeheacceptedmeashisfatherbeforehedied.

Sbu:"Thembalami(Myhope)IpromiseI'llbea

bettermantoyou,abetterfathertoourchildren.

Pleasegetbetterandpleasedon'tleaveme.Igave

Thatothebestfuneralhedeservedandeven

recordedthewholethingforyou.Ipromiseyouno

onewilleverhurtyouagain."

IlookedupnexttoherandIsawmyfatherholding

Thato'shand,bothofthemdressedinwhite,smiling

atme.IswearIthoughtIsawghosts.

Dad:"Youdidwell,Lethukuthula,mfanawami(my

boy).Ngiyazichengangawe(I'msoproudofyou).

Neverlethergo.You'llmeetyourtwinsverysoon,

I'llvisityouagainjustbeforetheirbornandmake

sureyougivethemthenamesI'llgiveyou.Ihave

yoursonwithme,don'tworry,He'shappyandsafe,



freeofpain."

Andjustlikethat,myfatherandson'sspiritsleftthe

room.EvenafterthatwholevisionIhad,IswearI

stillfelttheirpresence.Kelealwaystellsmetopray.

Thisfeltsosurreal,it'sthemostbeautifulmoment

I'veeverexperiencedinmyentirelife.

RightthenIdecidedtopray:"DearGod,Ithankyou

somuchforbringingKelebacktome.Forgiveme

fornotbeingconsistentinprayer,butuMaalways

tellsmethatyouneverforgetyourchildren.Heal

myheartandblessmysoulwithforgiveness,oh

Lord.Helpmetobeagoodhusbandandabetter

father.Helpmelivelongenoughtoseemychildren

growuptobecomeabetterversionofme.Ithank

youonceagain,Amen."

ItextedPhilatellinghimI'msleepingatthehospital

tonight,thenItookmyspotonthecouchnexttothe

window.IstaredatheruntilIdozedoff.



Phila

Sbusentmeatexttellinghe'ssleepingatthe

hospitaltonight.Idecidedtolethimbeanddrove

backhomewithDrake.He'llbespendingafew

daysthisside.ThiswholeKelesagahasshownme

justhowfragilelifeis.ZeeandInevergottogo

backtoouroldselvesagainafterwelostthebabies.

Ireallyneedmywifeback.Shedeservesallthe

happinessintheworld,justlikeIpromisedher.The

weddingistwoweeksaway,yetshepostponedit.

I'mworriedshemightbehavingsecondthoughts.

Wegothomearound23:00andIwasexhausted.I

haven'thadagoodnight'srestindays.Wefound

theladiesstillupandtalking,whileZeerushed

towardsmeandgavemeahug.SheandIheaded

upatairsandleftDraketobeattendedbytherestof

theladies.



Wegottotheroomandassoonasthedoorclosed

IgaveZeealong,passionatekissandhuggedher

foralongwhile.Shedidn'tsayanything,Iguess

shejustreadmyemotions.

Phila:"Ineedashower,Sthandwasami(Mylove).

Pleasejoinme."

Zee:"I'mstillbleedingabit,babywami(mybaby)."

Phila:"Idon'twantsex,Sthandwasami(Mylove).I

justneedyou.Ineedtofeelyouinmyarms,

please."

Shesaidnomoreandpulledmetowardsour

bathroom.Wegotoutofourclothesandsheran

thewater.IgotinbehindherandIkissedherneck

frombehind,gentlyrunningmyfingersdownher

arms.Iturnedheraroundandgaveheranother

passionatekissonthelips.



Mypenisgothardimmediately,butitwasn'teven

aboutsex.Ijustneededintimacy,feelingherskin

onmine,feelingherpussyagainstmydickwithout

evenmakinglovetohermademewholeagain.I

haven'thadanintimatemomentwithmywifeever

sincewe'vebeendealingwithallthisdrama.I

missedherbeautiful,caramelbodysomuch.Gosh,

thiswomanisabeaut.

ShemoanedasIkeptplantingkissesonherneck

whilerubbingherbreasts.Shecontinuedtowash

mybackwhileIwashedhers.Afterabouthalfan

hourwegotouttheshower.Iappliedsomelotion

onherandshereturnedthefavour.Wegotintothe

coversnakedandIkissedheronherforehead.We

dozedoffineachother'sarms.

ChapterSeventyFive

Twodayslater



Kele

Idon'tknowwhereIam.I'vebeenroamingaround

thisplaceforawhilenow.Idon'tseeSbu,Zeeor

anyoneelse.I'msurroundedbywhiteeverywhere.

Everythingisbrightandbeautiful.Ilookearound

meandeveryoneiswearingwhite,includingme.

Kele:"AmIdead?"

Voice:"No,Kelebogilengwanaka(mychild),you're

notdead."

Irememberthatvoice.IstepcloserandIseemy

father.

Kele:"Papa!Papakediraengmo(WhatamIdoing

here)?"



Dad:"You'renotsupposedtobehere,ngwanaka(my

child).Yousufferedalotoftrauma,yoursoulis

tired,ngwanaka(mychild).ButIneedyoutogo

back.Itsnotyettimeforyoutodie.Gaesobe

nako(It'snotyettime)."

Kele:"Idon'tunderstand,Papa(Dad)."

Dad:"Turnaroundandgobacktothelivingworld.

FollowSbusiso'svoice.Yourchildrenneedyou."

Kele:"ButifIgobackI'llneverseeyouagain."

Dad:(Smiling)"I'malwayswithyou,Kelebogile.I've

alwaysbeenwithyou.I'msoproudofyou,

Kelebogile.NeverforgethowmuchI'llalwayslove

you.Goandmeetyourhusband."



IturnedaroundandkeptwalkingeventhoughI

couldn'tseewhereIwasgoing.

Sbu:"Thembalami(Myhope).Iknowyoucanhear

me.Ihadthebestdreamever.Itwasactuallya

vision."

IsthatSbu?Icanhearhisvoice.Ikeptfollowingit

anditbecameclearerandclearer.Iopenedmy

eyesandthelightstungmyeyes.

Sbu:"Thembalami(Myhope)!You'reawake!How

areyoufeeling?Doyouneedsomewater?Should

IcallDrake?"

Kele:"Myeyes,Ineedmyglasses,please."

Myvoicefeltsohoarseandmythroatfeltsodry.

HowlonghaveIbeenoutofit?Heputmyglasses



onmyface.

Kele:"Water,please."

Hebroughtmewaterwithasteawandelevatedmy

bedsoIcouldsitupstraight.

Kele:"Thankyou."

Sbujustkeptsmiling,buthiseyesweresoswollen

andredandhelookedlikehell.Hehadn'teven

shavedhisbeardinalongwhile.

Sbu:"It'ssogoodtohaveyouback,Thembalami

(Myhope)."

Hekeptkissingmyface.



Kele:"Ouch,Sbusiso."

Sbu:"Sorry,Thembalami(Myhope).I'mjusttoo

excited."

Kele:"Sbusiso,howlonghaveIbeenhere?"

Sbu:"Onlytwodays,baby."

Kele:"Yetyoulooklikethis?AowamanSbusiso.

Tsamayaohlapa(Gotakeabath)."

Sbu:(Chuckling)"Ididn'twanttoleaveyourside,

babywami(mybaby).Iwantedtobethefirst

personyousaw."

Kele:"It'snotlikeIwasgoingtorunaway.Tsamaya

ohlapa,wankga(Gotakeabath,youstink)."



Sbulaughedandkissedmegentlyonmylips.He

wenttotheensuitebathroomwithhisbagandtook

abath.ItriedtositdownstraighteventhoughI

wassotired.Mybodyfeltheavy,butIwasnever

onetowallowinpain.Iswitchedonthetvandtried

tochangethechannelthenIsawsomethingpopup

onthescreen"ThefuneralofthelatePrince

DumisaniThatoZwane".Oh,myGod.Sbuhadthis

recorded,hetoldmewhileIwasasleep.I

rememberhearinghim.Tearsfloweddownmyface

asIsawhispictureandhisprogram.

Thewholesetupwassoroyal,soelegant.MyThato

musthavebeensmilingallday.Hiscoffinwasso

beautiful,nottomentionhistombstone.Hewas

buriedasaZwaneofwhichI'mforevergreatful.He

foundhisancestorsandtheyarewatchingoverme

togetherwithhim.Myboywasburiedlikeatrue

warrior.Hetookabulletinmyplace.I'llforever

loveandmisshim.Iwasn'tphysicallyatthefuneral,

butseeingthisvideomademefeellikeIwas.



Sbusisoisoneinamillion.

Sbufinishedtakinghisbathandhecameout

lookingandsmellinggreat.Heevenshaved,thank

goodness.Hesawmewithtearsrunningdownmy

faceandhecamerunningtowardsme.

Sbu:"Thembalami(Myhope),whatisit?Isitthe

babies?Areyouinpain?"

Kele:"No,IjustwatchedThato'sfuneral.Itwasso

beautiful,Sbusiso.Thankyousomuchforgiving

himthatgift."

Hesatdownnexttomewithglisteningeyes.

Sbu:"Ikeptwatchingitwhileyouwereasleep.I'm

sosorry,Thembalami(Myhope).Inevermeantto

putyouinharms'way.Iloveyousomuch,Kele.If



youdecidetoleavemeI'dunderstand."

HelookeddownandIpulledhisfaceupwithmy

fingers.

Kele:"Lookatme,Sbu.Lookatme."

Helookedatmeandletthetearsfall.

Kele:"InallmylifeI'veneverseenyougiveup.

You'renotacoward,Sbu.Younevergaveupwhen

ItoldyouIdidn'tfindyouattractivebackinhigh

school.YounevergaveupeventhoughIgot

marriedtoanotherman.Younevergaveupeven

thoughIwasgoingthroughthemost.Nowyou

wanttogiveupoverameaslykidnapping?"

Helookedatmepuzzled.



Kele:"I'vebeenthroughashitload,Sbu.Butone

thingisforsure,IcamebackandIcameback

strongerthanbefore.Iheardyouprayingforme.

I'msoproudofyou,Baby.You'remyworld,my

babydaddy,myKing.WithoutyouI'mnothing.

NowIhopeyoukilledallthosebastardsbecause

youcan'tgiveupafterbeingsuchahero."

Hesmiledandstaredatme.

Sbu:"Idon'tdeserveyou,Kele.Ireallydon't.You're

toogoodforme."

Kele:"Andyou'retoogood,youjustdon'tknowit

yet."

Sbu:"Didhe..Didthatfuckertouchyou?"

Kele:"No.Everytimehetriedtosleepwithmehis



dickwouldjustfallasleep.Ithinkyourdadand

Thatohadsomethingtodowiththat."

Helaughed.

Sbu:"Mydad?"

Kele:"Yes,hevisitedmeinmydreamswithThato.

TheysaidIneededtofightandthatthey'rewithme

everywhereIgo.Yourfatherwasahandsomeman.

NowIknowwhereyougotyourcutenose."

Hesmiledwithtearyeyes.

Sbu:"Mthunzisaystheyfoundhalfofhisdickonthe

floorinhisbedroom."

Kele:"Mthunzi?"



Sbu:"Thatoneisastoryforanotherday.Astory

thatwillshockyoufordays."

Kele:"Well,hesaidIshouldsuckhimoffsincehis

penisalwaysdieswhenhe'swithme.SoIbititoff

andranaway."

Sbulaughedsohard.OnlySbucanlaughata

situationlikethat.

Sbu:"hehe,Thembalami(Myhope),Ndhlovukazi

(Queen),mafavuka(diehard),wenathemotherof

mykids.OnedayI'mgoingtomakeamovieabout

youwena."

Ilaughedslightly.

Kele:"Amovie,Sbu,kannete(really)?"



Sbu:"Youdeserveawholeproduction.Ichose

well."

Kele:"Ai,youtalktomuch.Pleasegetmesome

food."

Sbu:"I'llcallthenurse."

Hepressedmyemergencybuttonandanurse

camerunningin.

Nurse:"Iseverythingokay?"

Sbu:"Yes,everythingisfine,maywehavesome

foodplease?Mywifejustwokeupafteratwoday

napandshe'sstarving."



Nurse:(irritated)"Ai,niringaIemergencybutton

ungathikuyafiwakantiningbizelaukudla(yourang

theemergencybuttonlikesomeone'sdying,butyou

calledmeforfoodinstead).Ai,Sizothini,abantu

withmoneybanedrama(WhatcanIsay,people

withmoneyaredramatic)."

Wow.Thiswomandidn'tjustsaythat.

Kele:"Askies(Sorry)?Isityourjobtostandand

murmurbullshittopatients?"

Thenursesuddenlyregrettedwhatshesaidand

Sbujustchuckledatme.

Nurse:"Oh,hayikesis,ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)Ididn't

meanto..."

Shedidn'tevenfinishhersentenceandIcutheroff.



Kele:"Youknowwhat?Pleaseleave.I'llaskfor

anothernurse."

Nurse:"ButI..."

Kele:"Fuckoff!"

SheranoutwhileSbustartedlaughing.

Sbu:"Mara(But)Ndhlovukazi(Queen).I'llorderyou

somefoodfromUberEats.Mykidsareturningyou

intoabeast."

Ziyanda

PhilaandIhadapeacefulnight.WheneverIwoke

uptopray,hewokeupwithme.I'mverysurprised,



butmyheartisjumpingforjoy.Ineverthought

Philawouldeverpraywithme.Ilovethisnewside

ofhim.Iwokeupandtriedtowigglemyselfoutof

hisarms.

Phila:(kissingmyneck)"Morning,Sthandwasami

(Mylove)."

Me:"Goodmorning,Babywami(Mybaby)."

Phila:"Ulelenjani(Howdidyousleep)?"

Me:"Likeababy.NowIneedtogetupandmake

thetwinssomefood."

Phila:"Hawu,Sthandwasami(Mylove).uMaand

theotherscandothat."



Justthenthetwinsranintothebedroomandwe

hadtoquicklycoverourselves.Iforgottolockthe

door.

Nobuhle:"MorningunclePhila,MorningAuntieZee."

Nokuhle:"Sawubona(Morningguys.Aunty,canyou

pleasemakeusyourpancakes?uMacan'tmake

themasgoodasyoudo."

Philalookedalittlebitannoyed.

Phila:"YeyNina,whydidn'tyouknockfirst?"

Nokuhle:"Ah,sorryMalume(Uncle).Butweall

knowthatmarriedcouplessleepnaked.There's

nothingtohide."



Wewerebothsoshockedwewantedtolaughbut

keptourcool.

Me:"Nokuhle,howdoyouknowthat?"

Nokuhle:"NobuhleandIoncesawMommyKeleand

daddysleepingwithoutclotheson.It'snormal."

Thiskid'sshoesaretoobigforher.

Phila:"Okay,Auntiewillbetherejustnow.Goand

waitinthekitchen."

Nokuhle:"Okay.MasihambeBuhle(Let'sgo)."

Theyleftourbedroomwhileweburstoutin

laughter.



Phila:"Abantwanalababayaphapha(Thesekidsare

tooforward)."

Me:"Theytakeaftertheirfather."

Phila:"SpeakingofSbu,hesentmeatextsaying

Keleisawakenow.Ithoughtwecouldheadthere

afterbreakfast.Justyou,PorscheandI."

Keleisawake.That'sgreatnews.Ourprayers

didn'tgoinvain.Ican'twaittofinallyseeher.

ChapterSeventySix

Ziyanda

Igotupandgotdressedinsomepajamasand

headeddownstairstothekitchen.IfoundNobuhle

andNokuhlewaitingformeintheirlittleaprons

whichIorderedonlineforthem.Theyeachhave



theirnamesonsothattheydon'tendupfightingfor

thesameapron.

Nobuhle:"Auntywoza(come)!"

Theyweresoexcited.

Mam'Ivy:"Hayi,Ziyanda.Idon'tknowwhatyoudid

tothesetwobuteverythingisnowAuntythis,Aunty

that.UngathiwenanoPhilaningahambanabo(I

wishyoucouldleavewiththem)whenyouleave."

Ilaughed.

Nokuhle:"HawuGogo(Butgranny),areyouchasing

usaway?"

Mam'Ivy:"Hayi,letmegodealwithFlorah.Shehas



asmallhangoverfromlastnight'sSexinthe

beach."

Ilaughedassheleft.ThegirlsandIcontinuedto

makepancakes.Weendedupmakingforeveryone,

addingmuesliandyoghurtwithsomefruits.

Porschecamedownandsawus.

Porsche:"Ayeye,Mmarona(OurMother).Gwa

nyewakamomos(Itshappeninghere)."

Nokuhle:"Goodmorning,AuntyPortia."

Nobuhle:"Goodmorning,AuntyPortia."

Porschelookedsoimpressedasshesmiled.

Porsche:"Goodmorning,girls.Heheyoulearnfast



man."

Nokuhle:"AuntPortia,where'sthehairyouhadon

yesterday?"

Porsche:"Ah,haowa(no).Banababawrong,

Ziyanda(Thesekidsarenotright).I'lltellyousome

othertime,Nokuhle."

Nokuhle:"Okay."

WesetthetablewithPorsche'shelpandPhila

walkeddown.Everyonecametothetabletoeat

andweprayedbeforeweate.ThistimePhilalead

theprayer.Idon'tknowwhatmadehimchangehis

mindandmakeawhole360turn,butImadea

mentalnotetoaskhim.

Nokuhle:"UnclePhila,Ididn'tknowyoucouldpray.



Gogoalwayssaidyouanddaddydon'tlikeJesus."

PorscheburstoutinlaughterwhilePhilashookhis

head.

Mam'Ivy:"Yazi(Youknow)Nokuhle,uyaphapha

(you'reforward).Eatyourfood."

Wehadaniceconversationandletthemknowthat

Kelewokeup.Wewentbacktoourroomstoget

readyforthehospitalvisitandMam'Masango

stoppedusonourwayout.

Mam'Masango:"Phila,Mfanawami(Myboy).

PleaseremembertotellSbuthatheneedstofind

Kele'sfamily,boththemotherandtheFather's

familysoon.Heneedstopaylobolabeforethe

babiesareborn."



Phila:"Yebo,ma.I'lldothat."

Mam'Masango:"GreetKeleforme.AndTellSbunot

toforgetwhatyourfathersaidthismorning."

Philalookedabitpuzzled.

Phila:"Okay,ma.I'lltellhim."

WeheadedoutwithPorscheanddroveoff.Drake

leftearlyinthemorningtogocheckoutafew

thingsatthehospital.

Wearrivedatthehospitalanhourandahalflater

sincewestoppedbytheflowershoptogetsome

flowersandafoodbasketwithsomenicetoiletries,

andaniceoutfit.IknowforafactSbuprobably

forgotaboutthat.Wearrivedatthehospitaland

headedstraighttoherroom.Beforeweentered,



onenurseattheNurse'sBaymadearudecomment.

Nurse:"Hayi,kumnandiukubanemali(It'sniceto

havemoney).Youdon'tevenhavetoadhereto

visitinghours."

WeallignoredherandwalkedintoKele'sroom.We

foundSbufeedingKelesomeSteers.Kelelooked

sohappytoseeusandwewenttohugher.

Sbu:"Ah,ninamara(youguysthough).Couldn'tyou

atleasthavewaiteduntilIwasdonefeedingmy

wife?"

Phila:"Ah,bafo(Brother),youknowhowwomenare.

Theymademewaitattheshopsforoveranhour."

Sbuchuckled.



Sbu:"Let'sgiveyouguyssomespace."

SbuandPhilalefttheroom,leavingthethreeofus.

Wehadanemotionalmomentasshetolduswhat

shewentthroughfromthemomentThatowasshot

rightintheheadinherpresence,tobeingheld

captive.Wecriedandcriedsomemore.

Porsche:"I'vehadenoughofcrying,ladies.When

yougetbetter,weneedaseriousgirlstripandyour

manissponsoring."

Kele:(laughing)"Whymine?"

Porsche:"Hehastomakeupforhispsychoex's

behaviour."



Wealllaughedoutloud.

Me:"Hey,what'supwiththenastynurseatthebay?"

Kele:"Ag,thatone.Shemadefunnycommentsthis

morningwhenSbuaskedherforfoodandIjusttold

hertofuckoff."

PorscheandIweresoshocked.Wow.Perhapsit's

thepregnancyhormones,butIneverthoughtKele

couldbesostraightforward.Drakewalkedin

wheelingahugesonarmachine.PhilaandSbu

walkedinrightafter.Itwasabittersweetmoment

forme,Ihavetoadmit.

Drake:"Sorryforinterrupting,ladies.Ineedtocheck

uponthemommytobe."

Thosewordscutmeabitdeep.AmIstartingto



feeljealous?

Drake:"Ineedtocheckuponthebabies.Arethey

stayingwithyoutwointheroom?"

Kele:"Yes,Iwouldloveallofyouhere,ifyoudon't

mind."

Phila:"Ofcourse.Wewouldlovetoexperiencethis

momentwithyou."

Philamusthavenoticedthesmilefadefrommy

faceashewalkednexttomeandsqueezedmy

hand.Porsche,PhilaandIsatonthecouch,while

SbusatonachairnexttoKele.Seeingthat

momentbetweenthemmademeyearnformine.

I'mhonouredtosharethismomentwiththem,but

I'mhavingflashbacksofthismomentwhenPhila

andIhadourownsonardone.



Sbuhadthisreallyexcitinggrinonhisfaceand

Kele'sfacewasgluedtothesonarscreen.Icould

seehowhappytheywereandItriedsohardnotto

ruinit.

Drakeputthejellyonhertummyandstartedwith

thesonar.

Drake:"Justrelax.Thegelisabitcold,butyou'llbe

fine."

Wesawthetwoheartbeatsasheshowedusall

howfaralongshewas.Shewas10weeks

pregnantnow.IfeltmybodytenseupandPorsche

sensedittooandheldmyotherhand.Asthescan

progressed,Ijustcouldn'thandleit.Atearfellon

mycheekandIquicklywipedit.Philanoticedand

askedthatwebeexcused.Thankgoodnesshe

savedme.Welefttotakeawalkoutsidethe

hospitalinthegarden.Ijustfoundmyselfintears

asheheldme.



Phila:"It'sOkay,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Itgets

betterwithtime."

ChapterSeventySeven

Ziyanda

IfeelsobadaboutleavingKele'sroomthewayIdid.

Icouldn'tevengobacktosaygoodbye.Ihad

alreadyruinedhermomentandIfeelliketotalshit

aboutit.PhilatextedSbutellinghimIwasn't

feelingsowellandPorschesaidshewouldgetalift

backhomewithSbu.

Philadecidedtotakemeout,justthetwoofusand

nooneelse.Hetookmetothebeachandwe

decidedtohaveanice,longwalk.Wedidn'tsay

anythingtoeachother,wejustwalkedforabout30

minutesadmiringthebeautyofthebeach.The

beachhasareallynicecalmingeffectonpeople.



Nowonderalmosteveryblackpersongoestothe

beacheverynowandthentogetcleansed.

Wegotintothewater,butnottoofarthough.He

hadtofoldhisJeansupabitandIworeashort

maxidresssoitwasn'thardformetogetintothe

water.Wehaven'tspentmuchtimetogetherandI

feellikenowisthetimetogettoknowtherealPhila

andZee.Thisisthetimeweshouldusetodowhat

we'vealwayswantedtodo-awayfromthedrama.I

wasabouttosuggestagetaway,butPhilabeatme

toit.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove),Iwasthinking.

MaybeyouandIshouldgoawayforawhile.Just

youandIlikewedidinCapeTown.Spendsome

timetogetherawayfromthemadness.Whenwe

comebackwe'llsetanofficialweddingdatesothat

everythingrunssmoothlythistime.Whatdoyou

say?"



Me:"FunnyenoughIwasthinkingtheexactsame

thing.I'dreallylovethat,babywami(mybaby)."

Phila:"Iwashopingyou'dsayyes,becauseI've

alreadybookedusaflightforthisweekend.We'll

begoneforawholeweek."

Ai.Philaanddoingthingswithoutdiscussingit

withme.Iguessit'sinhim,butitsboringattimes.

Me:"Youreallyhaveahabitofdoingthingswithout

myinput."

Phila:"NgiyaxolisaSthandwasami(I'msorrymy

love).Ijustreallylikesurprisingyou.Pleasedon't

changeyourmind,Zee.Becauseeverythinghas

beenpaidforalready."

Me:"Relax.Iwon'tchangemymind.Icannotwait



togowhereyou'renoteventellingme."

Phila:"It'sasurpriseyou'lllove,Sthandwasami(My

love)."

Hekissedmeonthelipsandstaredatmedeepin

theeyes.

Phila:"I'msorry,Zee.I'msosorrythatwelostour

babiesandnowKeleandSbuarelivingourdream.

Isawthehurtinyoureyeswhenthosebabies

appearedonthescreen.Ipromiseyou,we'llhave

ourownkids.Iknowit."

Me:"It'snotyourfault,Phila.KelemustthinkI'm

suchabitch.Ijusthadtobedramatic."

Phila:"Don'tbesilly,comenow.KeleandSbutotally

understand.Let'sgograbsomelunch."



ZodwaNgcobo

I'vebeenfeelingreallyuneasyeversinceAdonia

calledmeandtoldmethedreadfulnewsaboutmy

longlostson.Idon'tknowwhattodorightnow,I've

runoutofoptions.Tomakemattersworse,Lunga

hasregainedhismemory.He'shadhismemory

backeversinceafewweeksago.Heliedandacted

likehehadamnesiathiswholetime.Ihaveso

muchonmyplateandcan'tevenaffordtofallill.I

wouldn'tbeabletoaffordbeinghospitalized.

Belindaisbackfromhospital.Anothervegetableto

lookaftersinceshe'salsoconfinedtoawheelchair.

Davidhasbeensomeantome,forcingmetolook

afterher.There'sonlysomuchmyheartcantake.

Lungathinkshe'sinlovewithZeeandisbusy

stalkingher,whileIkeeplookingovermyshoulder.



IreallyfeellikedeathislurkingintheshadowsandI

can'tevenstopit.

IwenttothekitchentogetsomewaterforBelinda

andIsawBelinda'ssonbehavingreallystrange.

Oneminutehewasplayingandthenexthiseyes

turnedallwhite.Itriedshakinghim,buthewasn't

moving.Thenextthingfoamcameoutofhis

mouth.He'shavingaseizure!Itriedscreamingfor

LungaandDavid,butnoonecame.Iquicklycalled

Adoniaandsheansweredalmostimmediatelythis

time.

Adonia:"Zodwa,uyangihlupa(you'reannoyingme).

Whatdoyouwant?"

Zodwa:"Helpmeplease!It'sJunior,He'shavinga

fitorsomething."

Adonia:"There'snothingIcandoforyou,Zodwa.



Youmadeadealwiththedevil."

Ifeltachilldownmyspine.

Zodwa:"But,yousaidhewoulddieonlyifZee's

childrenlive.Theydied!"

Adonia:"Ikeeptellingyou,Zodwa.Nevertrustthe

devil.He'suntrustworthy.Sorry,butit'salifefora

lifelikeIsaid."

Shehungup.Itriedtofeelapulsebutitwasslowly

fadingaway.WhathaveIdone?!

ChapterSeventyEight

Ziyanda

AfterhavingsomelunchandagoodtalkwithPhila,



hespoiledmeabitwithsomeshopping.Ican't

evenrememberthelasttimeIspentmyownsalary

sincePhilaJustdoeseverythingforme.Ontopof

thenicesalaryIget,hesendsmeR100000every

month.Whatonearthdoyoudowithsomuch

money?

Heliterallywalkedwithmetoeveryshop,helped

mepickoutsomeoutfitsandcameouthelpingme

withmyshoppingbags.Wewenttoafewshops

andIcameacrossbeautifulcustommadebaby

booties.Ijustcouldn'tresist.Istaredatthemfora

whileandhenoticed.

Phila:(whisperinginmyear)"They'retoocute.Buy

bothpairs,pinkonesandblueones."

Me:"Don'tbesillyPhila,we'llgetthemonedaywhen

I'mpregnantagain."



Phila:"Icanseehowmuchyoulikethem,Sthandwa

sami(Mylove).Takethem.They'llbegonebythe

timeyou'dwanttocomebacktobuythem.We'll

haveourownpairofbabiessoon,Icanfeelit."

Wegottothecashierandshesmiledasshelooked

atus.Foroncewehavesomeonewho'snicetome

inpublic.

Cashier:"Hello!YoumustbePhilaandZiyanda

Zwane.Oh,mygoodness!Irememberyour

interviewwithDaveonDave'sDiary.Itwasso

inspiring,Mr.Zwane.Itinspiredmetoleavemy

stupidboyfriendwhowasjuststringingmealong.

Youreallygavemeinsightonwhatrealloveis."

Webothsmiledandthenewswasabitunexpected.

Peoplestillrememberthatwholesaga?Which

remindsmeIseriouslyneedtocallElmarie.Ileft

herhangingeversince.Imadeamentalnoteto

reachouttoher.



Phila:"Thankyou,ma'am.Alwaysrememberthat

youshouldchooseamanwholovesyounotthe

otherwayround."

Cashier:"I'llrememberthat.Thereyougo.Havea

lovelyday."

Wepaidandwalkedout.Shewasreallyniceand

Philahasneverreallybeenrudetoanyoneinpublic

unlesstheywererudetome,cometothinkofit.We

quicklyboughtsomethingforNobuhleandNokuhle

beforetheyaskwhatweboughtthem.Thosetwo

canreallybankruptaperson.SbuandKelearein

serioustrouble,whichremindsmeIneverasked

PhilawhathappenedtoSharonandNatasha.

Me:"Oh,bytheway,baby,younevertoldmewhat

happenedtoSharonandNatasha."



Phila:"Yousureyouwouldliketoknow?"

Thatquestion.Iswallowedhardandthoughtreally

hardaboutmyanswerandthenInodded.

Phila:"SbuclawedSharon'seyesoutandsenther

backhome.Natashaontheotherhand,Isenther

awaytobecomeasexslave."

MyeyespoppedoutasIthoughtIdidn'thearhim

properly.

Me:"You..Youdidwhat?!"

Phila:"whenItoldyouwedon'tplaywiththosewho

harmourlovedones,IsurelyWasn'tplaying."

Hesurewasn't.



Me:"WhatwouldyoudoifIevercheatedonyou?"

Phila:(tighteninghisjaw)"Youdon'twanttoknow,

Sthandwasami(Mylove).Iloveyoutoomuchto

eventhinkofwhatIwoulddotoyouifyoueverdid

that.AllIknowisyoumostprobablywouldn'tlive

totellthetale."

Idon'tlikethisMambacharactermuch.Iprefer

usinghimincaseofemergencyonly.Perhapswe

needtokeepprayingandhe'llkillless.Wewent

backtohiscarandwedrovebacktothehouse.

ZodwaNgcobo

Ican'tbelieveit.Ican'tbelieveAdoniawoulddome

likethis.Lungadidn'tevenshedatearwhenItold

himaboutJunior.Davidisn'tspeakingtome

anymore.Ifeellikeeveryoneisagainstmeand



theywon'tevengivemeachancetoexplain.

Davidishandlingthewholefuneralpreparations

andI'mnotevenwelcomeatthefuneral.Imagine,

Belinda'suselessfamilydenyingmemyrightto

burymygrandson.Itriedmakingsomebreakfast

andIwasabouttoserveDavidwho'ssittinginthe

kitchenreadinghisNewspaper.

Zodwa:"Baba,yourfood."

David:"Yini(whatisit)Zodwa?Areyoudeaf?Itold

younottoevenbothertalkingtome.Youdisgust

me.Belindatoldmeeverything!Idon'tknowwhat

possessedmetomarryawhichlikeyou!"

Hiswordsreallystung.IknowI'vedonealotofbad

thingsinmylife,butallI'vedonewasforDavidand

ourchildren.IknowIsacrificedthemforgreed,but

Ilovedthem.EvenJunior,hewasmyonly



grandsonandIreallylovedhim.

Zodwa:"Kodwa(But)Baba,wecantalkaboutthis.

It'snotentirelymyfault.Belindaagreedto

everything!"

Davidjustthrewallthefoodonthefloorandthehot

teaspilled,someofitsplashingmeonmylegs.I

yelledoutinpainasitburntmyskin.

David:"Letthatbeatasteofhellforyou.Youmake

mesick!LetmegoandcheckonBelindaandmy

unbornchild.Atleastshe'sdoingsomethingright

unlikeyou."

AshumiliatedasIwas,Igotupfromthefloorand

startedcleaningupthemess.Perhapsit'stimeto

killDavidtoobeforehechangeshiswilland

everything.Ihavenothingtolose,Imeanheclearly

doesn'tlovemeanymore.Iwasdeepinthought



whilecleaning,justthenIheardDavidscreaming

fromBelinda'sbedroom.Irusheduptoseewhat's

happening.

IgottoBelinda'sbedroomandIwasmetbyanugly

sight.Belindahadslitherwristsandtherewas

bloodeverywhereonthebed.Davidwascrying

nexttoher,Imeanwow.Whenamanispussy

whippedhecancrylikealittlebitch.He'snever

criedformebefore-ever.PerhapsInevergavehim

reasonto.Itriedtocry,butmybodyfailedme.I

can'tactlikeI'mnothappyshe'sgonewhithher

littledemonicseedthatwasgrowinginsideofher.

David:"Youdidthis,Zodwa!Thisiswllyourfault!

Mychildisnowdead!Thiswasmylastchanceto

raiseaproperchildandyoutookitawayfromme."

Ijuststaredathimwithoutsayingaword.Thiswill

bethelastdayDavidevertreatsmelikeshitinmy

ownhouse.Lunga'sbusinessesarepickingup



again,soIdon'tneedhimanymore.Hehastodie.

Gog'Khanyi

It'sFridayandasmuchaswehadfunwithIvyand

everyoneelseinDurban,Ijustcan'twaittogetback

tomyhouse.Mymissmyownbedandspacewith

Florah.We'reheadedhomewithPortia,usingSbu's

jet.Keleisbeingdischargedtoday,soshewillbe

stayingwithIvyforawhiletobondwiththetwins

untilZiyandaandPhilacomebackfromtheirtrip.

Mypoorchildhasbeenthroughsomuchalready.I

canonlyhopethatGodblessesherwithchildrenof

herown.Iseethewayshelooksatthosetwinsand

apartofherlooksatthemwithenvy.Iknowit'sall

partoftheprocess,kodwa(but)itallhurtsbeforeit

getsbetter.

Portiahadtoheadbacktoworkimmediatelyto



checkonthingsandImustsaythatchildreally

doesagoodjobwhilePhilaisaway.Hehadbetter

payherafortuneotherwisekuzonyiwa(I'lldealwith

him).FlorahandIaresoexhaustedandallweneed

isanap.

Asourdriverwasabouttoenterthegate,wesaw

anunfamiliarcaroutside.AredVWPoloVivo.This

can'tbeTony'scar,soIaskedthedrivertowait

outsidethegatebeforeenteringandIgotout.I'm

manythingsbutacowardisn'toneofthem.Florah

beggedmetostayinthecar,butIignoredher.

Blameitonthestubbornnessmymotherpassed

ontome.

AsIwalkedtowardsthecarholdingmyDiorbag,a

younggirlwalkedoutofthecarandstartedpointing

andscreamingatmeinTswana.Idon'tevenknow

thisgirl,butgatheringfromtheinsults,she'sTony's

girlfriend,Fiona.



Fiona:"Jah,wenaMagogo(Yes,Granny)!Kgaleke

batlisanalewenamosadiomotona(I'vebeen

lookingeverywhereforyou,bigwoman)!"

Gog'Khanyi:(Annoyed)"Nkagothusakaeng

ngwanyana(HowcanIhelpyou,girlie)?"

Fiona:"OkanthusakagotlogelaMonnawame,

Tony(Youcanhelpmebyleavingmyman,Tony

alone).Gaonabannabadithakatsagaona(Don't

youhavemenyourage)?!"

Gog'Khanyi:"Waitsekeng(Youknowwhat)?Gake

nanakoyamasepaa(Idon'thavetimeforthisshit).

Kenakamokoloingnyanaeoyagaootsamayeo

yegae(Getinyoursmallcarandgohome)."

AsIwasabouttoturnbacktothecarshegrabbed

mebymyhair.Bigmistake.Sheprobablythought

itwasawig,butZiyandaandIhavethesame



beautiful,naturalandlonghair.Iquicklyturnedand

slappedhersohard,shefellontohercar.Shetried

comingback,butItookoutmygunfrommypurse

andaimedather.Shegotfrightenedimmediately.

Gog'Khanyi:"Lalelalawenascefendini(Listenhere,

younuisance)!Gakobuagangatalewena,kobua

gaonefela(I'mnotgoingtosayalot,soI'mjust

goingtospeakonce)!Youhavebetterstoptexting

andcallingme.I'mnotyourfuckingfriend.Ifyou

feellikeTonyischeatingonyouthensorthimthe

fuckout!Frommyunderstandingyou'renoteven

married.Stopembarrassingyourselfbyfighting

womentwiceyourageforamanwhohasn'teven

paidlobolaforyou.

Hetoldmegalejolalegojola(you'renoteven

dating).Don'tyouhaveajob?Anygoals?!It's

Fridaymorningandinsteadofbeingatwork,you're

stalkingagrownwomanoutsideherownhousefor

nothing,butadick!Tlogelagotibisanalennao



emaememosadi(Stopchasingaftermeandget

yourown).IfyoucomebackhereIwon'thesitate

butputabulletinyourhead.Nowfokofandgetthe

fuckoffmyporch!"

Shedroveoffinlightningspeed.Igotbackintothe

carannoyedandthedriverdrovein.Florahwas

laughingshakingherhead.

Gog'Khanyi:"Mxm.I'majoketoyouwenaFlorah,

neh?"

Mam'Masango:(Smiling)"Don'tsayItoldyouso.

Evenafterallthisdrama,she'llbeback."

Gog'Khanyi:"I'llkillherifshecomesback."

Ziyanda



Wepackedallourbagsandleftsomeclothesat

Phila'smother'shouse.Wesaidgoodbyetothe

twinsandMam'IvyandheadedfortheotherJet.I

feelabitbadaboutleavingwithoutsayinggoodbye

toKele,butI'llseeherwhenwecomeback.Ican't

helpbutfeelabitjealouswheneverI'maroundher.

IreallyneedtogetbacktotherapyASAPbeforethis

ruinsme.

Philqhasn'ttoldmewherewearegoingashesaid

it'sasurprisethatI'mgoingtolove.Hesaidwe'll

buymoreclotheswhenwegetthere.I'mveryglad

thebleedinghasstopped,soperhapswecanpick

upwhereweleftoffintermsofoursexlife,buthe

hasn'tattemptedtosleepwithmeeversince.I

wonderifhestillfindsmeattractive?

WegotintotheJetandorderedsomebreakfastand

somedrinks.Hedecidedtocatchuponsomework,

whileIdecidedtocatchuponsomesocialmedia.I

decidedtoDMElmarieandtellherI'dliketomeet



upwhenIcomebackfrommytrip.Icheckedmy

FacebookandIhadaninvitefromanAccountwith

nopicture,bythenameLee.That'sjustodd.This

personhasbeensendingmemessagerequestsfor

thepastfewweeks.Iignoredanddidn'taccept.

AsIscrolleddownmyTimelineIwasmetbysome

verydisturbingposts"RestinpeaceBelindaand

Junior.Heavenhasgainedtwoangels,motherand

son."

Noways!Thiscan'tbe.IcheckedBelinda'swall

andindeedRIPmessageswereflooding.Itriedto

seewhatothersweresayingandtheysaidshe

killedherselfandleftalettertoeveryonecloseto

her,includingherfriends.

IknowBelindaneverreallylikedmebutInever

wisheddeathuponher.Iguesslifejustgottoo

muchforher.



ChapterSeventyNine

Ziyanda

AfterseeingthenewsaboutBelinda,Icouldn'thelp

butfeelsobadforher.Ifeltabitemotionaland

Philanoticed.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove),yini(Whatisit)?"

Me:"It'snothing,really."

Phila:"Ufunaukung'tshelaunkuthiinothingikwenze

wabasadkanje(Soyou'retellingmenothingmade

youthissad)?"

Me:"It'sjust...Belindaisdead.Andsoisherson.

Apparentlyshekilledherself."



IthoughtPhilawouldfeelabitsadaboutthenews,

buthewasn'tbotheredatall.

Phila:(sigh)"Ai,Sthandwasami(Mylove),onceyou

learntostopcaringaboutthosewhodon'tcare

aboutyouuzobane(you'llhave)peaceinlife.This

isourholiday,ourtime.Belindahasruinedenough,

pleasedon'tletherstealthismomentawayfrom

us."

Isupposehe'sright.Sheprettymuchruined

everything-wellalmostruinedeverything.Idon't

blamePhilafordislikingher.Evenindeath,he

despisesher.

Me:"You'reright.Askies."

Philakissedmeonmycheekandrubbedmyhand.

We'vebeenintheairforaboutfivehoursnow.



Somethingtellsmewe'regoingoutsideofSouth

Africaastowhere,Ihavenoidea.I'llkeepanopen

mindthough.

ZodwaNgcobo

Davidhasbeenlockedupinthebedroomeversince

hefoundBelindadeadinherroom.He'snevereven

mournedanyofourchildrenlikethat.Itmakesme

wonderifheeverreallylovedme.I'minthelounge

watchingtvwithLunga.Heisn'ttalkingtomebut

atleastheissittinginoneroomwithmeunlike

before.

Ikeeptryingtomakesomesmalltalkhereand

therebuthe'sjustnothavingit.

Zodwa:"Lunga,mfanawami(myboy).Canyouat

leastlistentome?You'vealwaysbeensoobedient.

You'retheonlychildIhaveleft."



Lunga:"Don'tmakeyourproblemsmine,Zodwa.

You'retheonewhogotyourselfintothismess.You

neverevenallowedmetochoosemyownfate.

Lookatmenow,sterilewithoutZiyanda!Who's

goingtowantmenow,ma?!"

Zodwa:"Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry),Lunga.Iwasdriven

bygreedandIjustwantedyoutobethebestyou

couldeverbe.Youcan'tblameamotherfortrying."

Lunga:"It'sabittoolateforthat,Zodwa.I'mstuck

withyounowbecauseyou'remymother,

unfortunately.OtherwiseIwouldhavekilledyoua

longtimeago.Youshouldhavesacrficedyourself

insteadofJunior.Bukamanje(Looknow),thepoor

girlkilledherself.Youtookherlifeawayfromher.

Youstoleeverythingfromher.Youtookadvantage

ofherpastandnowshecouldn'thandlethepain

anymore.IregretthewayItreatedher.She

deservedlovejustlikeanybodyelseandshechose



tolistentoyou."

Hiswordscutmedeep.PeoplesayIdonthavea

heartorremorse,butseeingyourownchildturn

againstyouandevencallyoubynameispainful.I

sattheretryingtoprocesswhathesaidtome.He

was100%right.Idon'tknowhowtomakethings

right.Whiledeepinthought,someoneknockedon

thedoor.IwasabouttogetupuntilLungabeatme

toit.

Lunga:"I'llgetit."

Hegotupandrushedtothedoor.Hecameback

afterawhile.

Lunga:"Ma,youhavesomeexplainingtodo."

Ilookedupandnearlyfellflatonthefloor.Mysins



areindeedcatchingupwithme.

Kele

IfinallygotdischargedfromthehospitalandI'm

homenow,wellinLaLuciawithSbu'sMom.I'm

goingtobehereforaweek,bondingwithherand

thekidsnotforgettingSbu.He'sbeensucha

darling,makingsureI'mwellfedandwellrested.

Heelevatesmyfeetsincetheygetswollenquitea

lot.Idon'trememberhavingthismuchtrouble

whenIcarriedThato.Drakesaysit'sbecauseI'm

carryingtwinsandthatIwentthroughalotof

trauma.Thehypertensionismakingthingsalot

worse,soIhavetotakethingseasy.

Ican'twaittogobacktowork,butSbuwantsto

keepmebedriddenuntilIgivebirth.That'snot

happening.He'sbeentalkingaboutpayinglobola

soon,althoughIdon'tseethereason.It'snotlikeI

haveanyfamilyleft.Ineverknewmyfather's



familynormymother's,butapparentlyIhavetogo

lookforthem.Mam'Masango'sinstructions.

Apparentlymyfatherhasbeenbotheringherand

Sbuhastopaylobolabeforethebabiesareborn.I

wasdeepinthoughtlyinginmybedwhenhe

walkedinwithatrayfulloffood.I'dbeluckyifI

don'thaveberolleddowntheaislewithallthisfood

he'sbeenfeedingme.

Sbu:"Incominglunchforthemommytobe."

Ismiledinawe.

Kele:"Sbu,Ijustatetwohoursago."

Sbu:"You'recarryingtwobabies,youneedtoeatall

thrfoodyoucangetandbesidesKuleandBuhle

helpedsoyoucan'tsayno."



They'dbeveryupsetifIturneddowntheirfood.

Theyhavebeensosweet.Idon'tknowwhat

Sharonwasthinkinggivingupallthejoythosekids

bringforrevenge.

Sbu:"So,Ndhlovukazi(Queen).Haveyouspokento

Ziyandayet?"

Kele:(Deepsigh)"No,Ihaven't.Idon'tmeanto

soundinsensitive,butsheshouldn'thavebeen

thereifshewasgoingtoreactthatway.Itwasour

moment,Sbu."

SbulookedatmelikeIsaidsomethingwrong.

Sbu:(surprised)"Kelebogile,I'lljistpretendyousaid

thatbymistake."

Kele:"ButIdidn't."



Sbu:"Kele,youcan'tgoaroundsayingthingslike

that.Zeehaslostthreechildren.Thewoundisstill

fresh."

Kele:"ButIalsolostmyson,Sbu.Andnowthisis

mymoment."

Sbu:"Hehe,yazini(youknowwhat)Kele.I'lljust

blameitonthehormones.Youatleasthada

chancetobeamother,whileallZeehasever

wantedwastobeone.Sheyearnsforitmorethan

anythingandnowyouwanttoblameherforbeinga

littlebitjealousthatyourbabiessurvivedandhers

didn't?"

Okay.HemadeitsoundlikeIwasbeingevil.

Sbu:"Stopactinglikeachildandreachouttoher."



Withthatsaidhewalkedoutandslammedthedoor.

PerhapsIwasalittlebitinsensitive.

ZodwaNgcobo

MyheartwasbeatingsofastIfeltlikeitwasgoing

tobeatrightoutofmybody.Thiscan'tbe.That

bitchwassupposedtokillhim.Bothofthem

lookedatmewithsomuchrageintheireyes.Iwas

onthefloor,Itriedgettingupbutmybodyfailedme.

Mthunzi:"Hello,mother.Don'tlooksosurprisedto

seeme.Letmehelpyougetup."

HeextendedhishandandIgrabbeditshaking.I

satonthecouchwhileLungalookedlikehewas

abouttokillme.



Mthunzi:"NowthatI'mfinallyhere,whydon'tyou

callDaddysoyoucanexplaineverythingtoallofus

beforeIskinyoualive?"

ChapterEighty

ZodwaNgcobo

Ifeltsweatyandunabletobreatheproperly.I

couldn'tcopewithwhatIwasseeing.

Mthunzi:"Sho,Lungas,callyourdadtocomedown

stairs."

Lunga:(Angered)"Youjustrockupinmyhouseand

thinkyoucanordermearound?"

Mthunzi:"Okaythen.I'lljustdragyourmotheroutof

thishouseandsetheronfirebeforeyouevenfind

outwhythefuckyouandIlookalike."



Lungaclickedhistongueandwalkedupstairs.

Lunga:"Baba!Baba!(Dad).Wozalana(Comehere)!"

AllthiswhileMthunzikeptstaringatmeblankly

withnoexpressiononhisface.Davidcameouthis

roomscreaming.

David:"Yinimanje(Whatisitnow)?!"

Assoonashesawthetwoofthemstandingthere

rightnexttoeachotherhenearlyfelldownthe

stairs.

David:"Kwenzakalanilana(What'shappeninghere)?!

YeywenaZodwa,what'shappening?!"



Iwasshaking.I'veneverseenDavidthisangry.

Zodwa:"I..I.."

DavidslappedmesohardIfellfromthecouchonce

again.

David:"KhulumaSfebe(Talk,Bitch)!"

Zodwa:"It'salongstory."

Lungagrabbedmebymythroat.He'sneverever

donethattomeever.Notoncehashelayahand

onme.Imusthavereallyfuckedup.ThenI

rememberedKhanyisa'swords:"Repentbeforeyou

meetyouruntimelydeath".Iguessit'sbettertobe

latethanneverdoingitatall.Lungaletgoofmy

throatandIfellonthefloorstrugglingtobreathe.I

tookadeeobreathanddecidedtospeakup.



Zodwa:"WhenIfellpregnantwithyoutwo,my

grandmotherknewIcarriedtwins.Shewas,well

stillisagreatSorcerer.Adonia,ishername.She

toldmethatIcouldgaingreatpowerandwealthifI

sacrificeoneofyou.Iaskedherwhichone,and

shesaidshewoulddecidewhichoneisthemore

powerfuloneandchoseyou,Mthunzi.

Ihadtodoit.Wena(You)DavidNgcobo,howdo

youthinkyouacquiredsomuchwealthinaninstant?

Ihadtosacrificemyownchildrenforyoutobeone

oftherichestmeninthesestreets.Ihadtodoit

andtoday,you'retheonewhoistreatingmelike

trash!Seuyang'jikelamanhlanje(You'returning

againstmetoday)!"

David:"Areyouhearingyourself,Zodwa?!Whatthe

fuck?!Youchosetosacrificeoneofmychildren?!

EveryonekeptaskingmewhyIchoseyouandI

triedtoprovethemotherwise,butyouhaveshown



methattheywererightallalong.You'reasnake

andIhopethisboyisheretokillyou."

Zodwa:"No!Youdon'tmeanthat,David!"

Mthunzi:"DoyouhaveanyideahowmuchIsuffered

growingup?IhadtokillpeopleassoonasIturned

13justtofuckingsurvive!ButImadeavowto

myselfthatIwouldkillyouonedayandnowthatI

foundyou,you'redyingtonight."

Ifeltsoscared,Ididn'tknowwhattodo.Worstpart

DavidandLungadidn'tprotestwhenhesaidthat.

Mthunzi:"ItwasnicemeetingyouDaddy,Twinbro.

Ihaveunfinishedbusinesstosettlewithmommy

dearestoverhere.I'llbeintouch."

MthunzidraggedmeoutofmyhousewhileIwas



kickingandscreaming.IbeggedLungaandDavid

tohelpme,tosaveme.IbeggedMthunzitospare

mylifeandforgiveme,butitwaslikeIwastalking

toabrickwall.Hethrewmeinthebootanddrove

offwithmewhileIwasscreaming.Mypleafell

ontodeafears.

Sbu

IwasratherannoyedbywhatKelesaidaboutZeea

fewhoursago.I'vebeeninthestudyforhours,

tryingtotraceherfamilyonbothsides.Ionlyknow

herFather'ssurnamewhichisMolefeandthereare

thousandsofthoseonsocialmedia.Kelenever

knewhissidewhichmakesitevenharder.Iasked

TonytohelpmewiththelittleIhad.Idecidedto

askMam'Florahforhelp.

Mam'Florah:"Yebo,mfanawami(Myboy).Howcan

Ihelp?"



Sbu:"Ma,howdoyouknow?"

Mam'Florah:(Chuckling)"YouforgetIknow

everything."

Sbu:(Deepsigh)"Ma,I'vebeendiggingforhours.

I'vetriedtolookforKele'sfamilyandIcan'tseemto

findanything."

Mam'Masango:"Gobacktoherstepmother.She

hasalltheanswersyouneed.She'llleadyouto

bothhermotherandfather'sfamily."

Ibecameevenmoreconfusedwhenshesaidthat.

Theyalwayssaysometimeshelpisintheleast

expectedplaces.Sothatdrunkardholdsallthe

answers.



Sbu:"Yebo(Yes),ma.Ihearyou."

Mam'Masango:"Remember,you'llfindmorethan

youbargainedfor.BesupportivetoKelebogileand

don'tletyourguarddown."

Shehungupandleftmeconfused.Iguesswe're

headedtoRandburgagain.

ZodwaNgcobo

IwassoafraidwhilelyinginthebootofMthunzi's

car.Hewasdrivingsofast,andwithoutcaution

whichcausedmystomachtoturnandIalmost

vomited.Itriedtopray,butIhaven'tprayedinall

mylife,Iwouldn'tknowwheretostart.Mymother

disownedmeafterIjoinedmygrandmotherAdonia

inherevildeeds.



HowIwishIhadchosentherightpath,thepathmy

motheralwaystriedtogetmeon.Iwastoo

ashamedtolivewithher,Iwantedmore.Ididn't

wanttobeanotherblackzulugirl,bornandbredin

Tsakane.IwantedtotobethemightyZodwa

NgcoboandIsoldmysoulintheprocess.Ikilled

allmychildren,yethereIamselfishenoughtowant

toliveagain.

Thecarstoppedandthepalpitationsstartedagain.

HeswitchedofftheignitionandIheardhimopen

hisdoorandwalkingtowardstheboot.Heopened

thebootdoorwiththesameblankstareasbefore.

Mthunzi:"Phuma(Getout)."

IwasabitscaredandIslowlygotout.Itriedto

recognizemysurroundings,butIwasinanopen

veldnearariver.



Zodwa:"Please,mfanawami(myboy),wecanwork

thisout."

Mthunzi:(chuckling)"Doyouknowwhattheydoto

youduringspecialOpstrainingifyoubetraythem?

Theyburnyoualive."

Isawhimtakeoutacigaretteandlitit.Hehada

bottleoftransparentliquidinhishand.Heopened

itandpoureditalloverme.RightthenIrealized

whathe'sabouttodotome.He'sgoingtoburyme

alive.

Zodwa:"Mthunzi!Please!Pleaseforgiveme!"

Mthunzi:"I'mnotcapableofforgivinganyone.I'll

seeyouinhell,mommy."

HethrewthelitcigarettemywayandIimmediately



caughtfire.IscreamedasIcouldsmellmyown

fleshburning.ItriedtorunbutthemoreIranwas

themoreIgotburnt.IsawhimdrivingawayuntilI

couldn'tseeanythinganymore.Itriedrollinginthe

bushesandthenIrememberedseeingarivernot

farfromhere.ItriedrollinguntilIcouldn'tseeor

breatheanymore.Ifeltsomethingcarrymeintothe

waterandIsawdarkness.

ChapterEightyOne

Ziyanda

Iwasveryexcitedbutjetlaggedlikecrazyoncewe

finallylanded.Philaaskedmetoputonablindfold

sothathissurprisewouldhaveabiggereffecton

me.Ai,IdecidedtodoitImeanthisisPhilawe're

talkingabout.

Ihadtowalkoutusinghimasanaidandgotinto

thecar.Istillhadmyblindfoldonandthesuspense



waskillingme.

Me:"Can'tIjustremoveitandclosemyeyes,Phila?"

Phila:(chuckling)"Idon'ttrustyoutokeepyour

eyesclosed,SthandwaSami(Mylove).Itwon'tbe

longnow.Fifteenmoreminutes."

Ijustdecidedtoletmebe.Itwasprobablythe

longestfifteenminutesofmywholeentirelife.I

heardthecarstopandIsighedwithrelief.

Me:"Pleasetellmewe'rehere."

Phila:(laughing)"You'resoimpatient,Sthandwa

sami(Mylove).Yes,ses'fikile(we'vearrived).You

canremovetheblindfoldnow."



Islowlyremoveditandopenedmyeyes

immediately.I'veneverbeensoamazedinmy

wholeentirelife,notevenwhenIsawPhila'shouse

backinCenturion.Thisisbloodyamazing.Iwas

metbyqbeautifulvisioninfrontofme.

ThemostbeautifulhouseI'veeverseen-thistime

I'mbeingtotallyhonest.Ithadsomanyrooms,

probably20,maybemore.Thisgardenandyardis

sohuge,probablybiggerthanthewhitehouseitself.

Therewasalaketowardstheendofthegrassright

acrossthegarden.Wewerestandingrightinfront

ofit.Itwaspurewhiteoutsidewithblackdoorsand

blackbalconies.Ijustlovedit.

Me:"Thisisincrediblybeautiful,Phila."

Phila:"Ihopedyou'dlikeitbecauseit'syours."

Ilookedathimpuzzled.



Me:"Whatdoyoumeannow?Anyway,whereare

weeven?"

Phila:"We'reinItaly,baby.ThisisthehouseI

boughtforus.I'vebeenwantingtobringyouhere

eversinceIpurchasedit.NowtheLadyofthe

HousehasofficiallyarrivedandIcan'twaittoshow

youmoreofit.Let'sgo."

Philathough.Hejustbuyshousesandcarslike

popcorn.HeknowsjusthowsimpleIam.This

houseiswaytoobigforme.Icouldn'tpossiblylive

init.

Me:"Phila,howmanyroomsdoesthishousehave?"

Phila:"30,Sthandwasami(Mylove)."



Iwassoflabbergasted.Dopeopleactuallyown

housesthatbig?Forwhatanyway?

Me:"ButPhila,whatarewegoingtodowithsucha

bighouse?Wedon'tevenhavechildren."

Phila:"Yet,Sthandwasami(Mylove)

Wedon'thavechildren,yet."

Me:"Howcanyoubesooptimistic?Whatifyouand

Ineverhavechildren?"

Phila:"Zee,lookatme.(Hecuppedmyface).Even

ifyouweren'tabletoconceiveI'dstillloveyou.I

wouldstillloveyouasmuchasIdonow.Sure,I'd

lovetohavechildrenwithyou,butletsleaveitallin

God'shands.It'snotadealbreaker.Ihaveyouby

mysideandmylifeisalreadycomplete."



Ismiledandgavehimapeckonthecheek.

Phila:"Now,enoughsadtalk.Letmeshowyou

aroundourbeautifulItalianhouse."

HetookmeonatourandIjustcouldn'tcope.The

floorsweremadeofbeautiful,CeramicItaliantiles,

thebalconieshaveaBlackTuscandesign.Allthe

furniturehasredandwhiteincorporatedcolours

andIjustcan'tgetenoughofhowPhilagetsmy

styleallthetime.Allthecarpetsaremadeofwhite

fur.Hiskitchenissobig,biggerthanthehousein

Centurion.I'vealwayswantedabigkitchenjustlike

thisone;withthreeovensandanicebreakfasttable

inthekitchensothatmyhusbandcanwatchme

cook.

Thehousehastwentybedrooms,allwithen-suite

bathrooms.Eachbedroomhasthesamefurniture

andsamestyle-exceptours,themainbedroom.

Ourshasthebiggestbed,withtwowalkinclosets,a



wholehisandherssetrightthereandthebiggest

bathroomofcourse.Onceagainhestockedupon

clothesforthebothofus.Ireallydon'tknowhow

hegetstodoitallthetime.

Thehousethenhastwohugecinemas,two

playrooms,anindoorandoutdoorpool,agame

roomwhichisprobablyforthemen,agirl'sroom

probablyforthewomenandtwostudies,andhow

couldIforgetanindoorgym.Thelastroomisone

bigartroom.IneverknewPhilawasintoart.I'm

quiteshocked.

Iwastootiredtotakealookatalltherooms,soI

decidedIwouldcheckthemproperlytomorrow.I

evenaskedhimwhocleansthiswholehouseand

heapparentlyhastwohousehelpswhocleanevery

nowandthen.He'sneverheresotheydon'thave

muchtodo.It'sprobablyawasteofmoney,but

whenyouhaveallthemoneyintheworldlikehe

does,itcan'tputadentinyourpocket.Hehasa



butlerandachefofcourse.Hewantsmetodo

absolutelynothingthisweekandjustbaskinthis

ambience.Iwasn'traisedlikethatsohe'llforgive

me.

Icollapsedonthebedandtriedtotakeanap,but

Philahadnoneofit.

Phila:"No,no,no,Sthandwasami(Mylove).You

can'tsleep.Ihavesomethingreallyniceplanned

forusonthebalconyonthetopfloor.Comeon,

justchangeplease.

Me:"Hehbanna(Wow).There'sanotherfloor?I

thoughtwewerealreadyonthetopfloor."

Phila:(Laughing)"Ziyanda,IwasseriouswhenItold

youI'llgiveyoutheworld.Iloveyousomuchand

onedayyou'llseeit.Ilovehowhumbleyouareand

evenwithallthismoney,youstillremainthe



beautifulQueenImetyearsago.Iknowforsure

you'regoingtomakemeevenhappier,Sthandwa

sami(Mylove).Myworldwouldmeannothing

withoutyouinit.You'rethecoreofmybeingand

thereasonmyheartbeats."

Philacanbesoromanticitmakesmetearyeyed.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo,Babywami(Mybaby).What

shouldIwear?"

Phila:"Justyourrobe,SthandwaSami(Mylove)."

IdidasIwastoldandworemyslippersaswell.He

heldmyhandandIfollowedhim.Wewalkedoutof

thebedroomandheadedtothefarendofthefloor.

Therewasanelevatorthatlookedjustlikeoneof

thedoors.Impressive.Wegotinandhepressed

thebuttonthatleadstothetopfloor.Assoonas

theliftdoorsopened,Ifeltlikecrying.Tearsofjoy



nje.Thetopflooralsohasabigpoolwithaglass

balconyandwoodenfloorsoverlookingthelake

acrossthegarden.Therewereafewflamingos,

ducksaneafewbirdsinthelake.Iwonderwhere

hegotthose.Therewasaverynicesetupoftwo

rollupbeds,withatableinthemiddle.Ithadsome

cocktailsandchampagneandwhiskeyofcourse

andsomefruitsandchocolates.Thereweretwo

ladieswaitingforus,Iassumedtheywerethe

masseurs.PhilaisGodsent.I'veheardKelesay

Sbuisromantic,buthecan'tbeatthis,wow.

Me:(teary-eyed)"Phila,youdosomuchformeat

timesIjustfeelguilty."

Phila:(smiling)"You'remywife.It'smyjobtodo

thisforyou,love.There'smoretocome.Icansee

youforgotthedatetoday."

IlookedathimpuzzledandIcheckedmyphone.

Oh,mygoodness!HowcouldIforget?!Itsthe20th



ofMarchtoday!Itwassupposedtobeourwedding

andit'smybirthday!Myphonehasbeenonsilent

henceIdidn'tevenhearitringandseeanyofthe

messages.

Me:"Phila!Whydidn'tyouremindme?"

Phila:(Laughing)"Andruinthesurprise?Noways.

HappyBirthday,SthandwaSami(Mylove).There's

moretocome."

Hekissedmeonthelipsandwegreetedtheladies.

Wegotonthetableswrappedinourtowels,

obviously.Iwouldn'twantthemseeingmyman's

package.IalwayshearPorschetellingmethat

Philadeservesheadeveryday,perhapstonightis

thenight.

Welookedattheperfectviewrightacrossusasthe

sunset,andenjoyedthelongneededmassagewe



weregetting.Weevengotfacialsandmani'sand

pedi's.Yep,Philaisneatlikethat.Wehadourfruit

snacksandalcoholoncetheyweredone.Theyleft

ustoenjoyourselvesalonewithoutanydisturbance.

Wegotintothepoolandhechangedtheheat

settingssothatwewouldn'tgetcold.Heplayed

somemusicforus,yes,heevenhasabuiltinvoice

activatedspeakersystemthatplaysmusicfromthe

ceiling.HeplayedussomeOperamusicfrom

AndreaBocelli.I'msousedtoOperabynowthatI

evenlistentoitattimeswhenI'malone.We'rein

Italysoit'sonlyfittingthatweplaysomeOpera,

right?

Weembracedeachotherinthewater(wewere

naked)andstaredateachother'seyes.

Phila:"You'resobeautiful,Zee.Iloveyousomuch,

Sthandwasami(Mylove)."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo,babywami(mybaby)."



Hekissedmesopassionately,itmademe

reminisceonournightinCapeTown,thefirstnight

wemadelove.Ourtonguesweredancingtothe

sametuneonceagain.Herolledhishandsgently

downmyspineandgrabbedmybutt.Igentlyrubed

hisbackandmyhandsmadetheirwaydowntohis

bums.Imovedthemtohispenisandstrokedit

gently.Hemoanedinmymouth,causingmeto

moanaswell.Herubbedmyclitwithhisonehand

andIbrokethekiss.HekissedmyneckandItilted

mynecktomakemorespaceforhimtoenjoyit

evenmore.

Me:"Phila,Ineedyounow,please.Ineedyouinside

ofme."

Phila:"Letmeenjoyyouonmytermstonight,

SthandwaSami(Mylove).Pleaseletmesatisfy

yourneeds-myway."



Ijustnoddedashecontinuedthekiss.Hegrabbed

mythighsandpickedmeup,makingmewrapmy

legsaroundhiswaist.I'veneverdonethisbefore

sinceI'vealwaysfelttoofattodoit.Butifplussize

pornstarscandoit,thensocanI.Philaseemsto

beenjoyingthispositionsoIlethimbe.Heslowly

insertedhimselfinmewhileIwaswrappedaround

him.Thatmademeevenmorecrazier.Thefact

thatIfeltsoconfidentandIneverevencomplained

madehimgocrazy.SoIdecidedtotrydirtytalk

sincehealwaysbegsmetodoit.

Me:(moaning)"Oh,Babywami(mybaby),yourdick

feelssogood.Suckmytits,please.Youknowthat

drivesmecrazy."

Helookedatmewithamischievoussmileandhis

pupilsbecamesmaller.

Phila:"Saypleasedaddy."



Me:"Please..."

Phila:"Pleasewho?"

Me:"Please,daddy."

Hesmiledandsuckedmybreastsashewentinand

outofme.Hepulledoutandstopped.Wemade

ourwayoutofthepoolandwenttooneofthe

outdoorsofas.Helaydownandpulledmetohim.

Phila:"Openyourlegswider,Sthandwasami(My

love)."

Ididasasinstructed.

Phila:"Goodgirl.Nowsitonmyface."



Ilookedathimpuzzled,butIwassoturnedonIdid

asheasked.Ihopemybigthighsdon'tsuffocate

him.HelickedandsuckedmesohardIfeltmyself

trembleandshakeontopofhim.ThemoreItried

togetoffwasthemoreIpulledmetowardshim.

HesuckedmeuntilIreleasedonhisface.Iwasso

embarrassed,Icouldfeelmycheeksgettingwarm.

Hewasabouttogetup,butIpinnedhimonthebed.

Ikissedhimandmadetrailsusingmytonguefrom

hischinallthewaydowntohisshaft.Hewantedto

takecontrol,buthisbodyfailedhim.Iwentdown

andlookedathisbigPenis.IswallowedhardandI

hopedthatIdidn'tvomitallIhadconsumed.I

rememberedallPorsche'stipsandeverythingIread

fewweeksago.Iwentforitslowly,byputtingthe

tipinmymouth.Icircledmytonguearoundit

slowly,andIheardhimmoan.

Phila:"Fuck,Zee!"



IguessImustbedoingsomethingrightsoIwent

furtherdownandsuckedsomemoreusingcircular

motionsandgoingupanddown.Myonehandwas

strokinghispeniswhiletheotherhandwasrubbing

hisballs.Histoescurledandhishandswereonmy

headwhilehewasmoaning.

Phila:"Shit,Sthandwasami(mylove).Wheredid

youlearnallthis?!Fuck!"

Ikindoflikeitwhenhecursesduringsex.Iwent

fasterandfasterandIfelthimcominginsidemy

mouth.I'mnotaswallowerlikePorschesoIspit

outonthefloor.Hegotupandkissedmeroughly

andweendedupmakingloveoverandoveragain.

I'veoncesaid,ifthisishappiness,letmereliveit

eachdaybecausethisnightisjusttooperfect.

ChapterEightyTwo



Kele

Sbuhasbeenmadatmesinceyesterday.Ican't

believehe'sangrybecauseofwhatIsaidaboutZee.

Shealwaysgetstheattention.Ididn'tmeantobe

rudeoranything,butIwillhavetoapologize.Ican't

havehimmadatmewhiletheyarehavingthetime

oftheirlivesinItaly.Perhapsitmakesmelookabit

jealous,butIalsofeellikeaBaecationwoulddous

goodespeciallyafterwhatwe'vebeenthrough.

Hewalkedinlookingjustassourashedid

yesterdayandIdecidedtousethismomentto

apologize.

Kele:"Sbu,canwetalk?"

Sbu:"I'mlistening."



Kele:"I'mreallysorryaboutwhatIsaifyesterday.It

justcameoutreallywrong."

Sbu:"Ittookyoulongenough.Besidesyouneedto

apologizetoZeenotme."

Wow.Imusthavebeenarealbitchthen.

Kele:(Sigh)Sbu,I'mreallysorry,okay.Ijust...It's

justthatIcan'thelpbutcompareourrelationship

withZeeandPhila'ssometimes.Iknowitsstupid,

butIalsowouldlikeitifyoudidsomeofthethings

PhiladoesforZee."

IthinkIhurthimwiththatstatementjudgingbythe

wayhe'slookingatme.

Sbu:"Kele,I'mnotPhila.I'mmyownperson.Our

relationshipisn'tbasedontheirsandit'sway



differentfromtheirs.Theyhaveserioushistory-we

don't.IloveyouKele,butifyou'regoingtokeep

comparingmetoSbuyou'llendupjustlikeSharon."

Kele:"Sbu,Ididn'tmeanitlikethat.Iwasjust

sayingitwouldbereallynicetogoonabaecation

too."

Sbu:(Deepsigh)"Kele,youandIhaveserious

thingstodolikegettingthelobolaofftrack,finding

yourfamilyamdpreparingforourchildren.Ihad

plannedtotakeyouBaliafterpayinglobolaforyou,

butsinceyoujustruinedthingsI'llcancelthetrip.

Hadyougivenmethechancetobemyownperson

andtheman

Iwouldliketobeforyouandmykids,I'dshowyou

theworld.ZeeandPhilahavejustbeenthrougha

lotjustlikeyouandI.Insteadofrecoveringand

beingasupportivefriendtowardsher,you're

comparingyourselftoher.



I'mnotveryromanticKele,butwhatIcansayisthat

IloveyousomuchandI'mlearningtogiveyou

whatyouwant.You'veneverevenbeenonetolike

thesethings.Yourwordshavecutmedeeply.Ijust

needamomenttogetoveritall.Anyway,getready.

Weleaveinthirtyminutes."

Andjustlikethathewalkedout.MaybeI'mgoing

crazy.AmIreallycomparinghimtoPhila?AmI

becomingjealousofZee?

Ziyanda

Wewokeupineachother'sarmsinourbigItalian

bed.Afterourhotsteamysessionwehadtomove

tothebedroombecauseitwasgettingchilly.We

hadsuchagreatnight.Ijustdidn'twantittoend.I

justhopeandpraythatthistimeitwon'tendupin

thepapers.IwaswrappedinPhila'sarmsasusual.



Phila:"Morning,SthandwaSami(MyLove)."

Me:"Morning,Babywami(Mybaby)."

Phila:"Ulelenjani(Howdidyousleep)?"

Me:"Likeababyandyou?"

Phila:"IalwayssleepgreatlikeababywhenI'm

wrappedaroundyourgorgeousbody."

Thatmademegiggleandblushabit.

Me:"So,whatdowehaveplannedtoday?"

Phila:"You'llknowrightafterbreakfast,MaZwane."



Ilikeitwhenhecallsme'MaZwane'.Makesme

feellikeI'malreadyhiswife.

Wegotupandtookanice,long,bubblebath

togetherthistimeforachange.Ilovehowbigthe

bathtubisandcanbeturnedintoajacuzziatany

moment.Wewashedeachother'sbacksandgot

out.

It'squitehardpickinganoutfitwhenyoudon't

knowwhereyou'regoing.Thesunisniceand

warm,butit'sabitchillyaswell,soIjustworea

whiteminiflowydressandsomeredheelsfora

change.Imissbeingbsckatwork.Heworeanice

jeanandagolftshirtwithhiswhiteallstars.

Itookajeanjacketwithmesinceitmightgetabit

cold.I'veneverbeenherebeforesoyoujustnever

know.Weheadedoutwithhisdriver,Philly.Icould

nevergetusedtonotdoinganythinglikethis.It's

niceforaholiday,butjustnotmysceneatall.We



didn'thaveanythingtoeatsoI'massuminghe's

takingmeoutforbreakfast.Heknowsjusthow

crankyIgetwhenI'mhungry.

WegottooneoftherestaurantsandIwasfloored.

Italyisabeautifulcountry,Iwon'tlie.Wetookafew

picturestogetherandit'snicehowsillyPhilacan

getattimes.Hegotmeanicegreesy,Italian

breakfast.Everythingtastesdifferenthere.Far

differentfromSouthAfrica,Imeaneventheeggs

tadtedifferent.Ididn'tevengetachancetocheck

myphoneorevenviewanyofmymessages.I

madeamentalnotetodoitlater.

Me:"So,wheretonow,Mr.Zwane?"

Phila:(Smiling)"We'regoingtopicksomerings,Ma

Zwane."

Ifrownedinconfusion.



Me:"Rings?Butwepostponedthewedding."

Phila:"Iknow,Iwantustopicktheringsnowsothat

wedon'thavetostressaboutitwhenthebigday

arrives.Igotaverytalenteddesignertoshowcase

usafewrings."

Me:"Hmm.Okay,noproblem.Wecandothat.On

onecondition."

Phila:"Ican'tpromiseanything,butnameit."

Me:"Aslongastheringsdon'tcostafortune."

Helaughedoutloud.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).Thesooneryou



getusedtogettinganythingbutthebest,thebetter.

Antonio'sjewelrygoesfor100kminimum."

Iwidenedmyeyesinshock.Philajustspendstoo

muchmoney,butMomsaysheworkedhardforit

soitwon'tbehardtoreplacethatamountofmoney

forhim.EveniftheringsweremadeofplasticI

wouldn'tcomplain.Ilovedhimevenwhenhewasa

kasitsotsiwithhisdickiesclothingbackthen.

Wegotintoourcaranddroveoff.Ilovetheviews

Italyhastooffer.Thisplaceisjustsoserene,and

notovercrowdedlikebackhome.Icouldgetused

tothispeace.Wearrivedataverybeautifulhouse,

muchlikePhila's,Imeanours.Thisneedsgetting

usedto.Weweremetbyaverythinman,who

lookedmuchlikealatindancerorsomething.His

hairwasveryslickandtidy.Hewaswearinga

white,shinyshirtandleftithalfwayopenwhich

exposedhisbarechest.IseeItalianshaveathing

forhairgel.Hehadthisdistinctwalkthatmademe



assumehe'sgayormetrosexual,butotherthan

thathe'sveryfriendly.

Antonio:"Mamba!Solovelytoseeyouagainmyold

friend."

Hecamewalkeddownthestairsandopenedhis

armswideenoughtoacceptahugandgreeted

Phila,Italianstyle.

Phila:"Nicetoseeyouagain,Antonio."

Antonio:"Ah!IseeyoubroughtyourBeautifulDea

(Goddess)thistime.Finally!Iwasstartingtothink

maybeyouwerebattingformyteam!"

Yep,He'smostdefinitelygay.Hecametowardsme

andopenedhisarmsgesturingahug.



Antonio:"Goodday,mylady.Solovelytofinally

meetyou,Ziyanda.Mambahastoldthewholeof

Italyaboutyou.Hedidn'tliewhenhesaidyou're

themostbeautifulwomanintheuniverse."

Iblushedandmycheeksbetrayedmeyetagain.

Me:"Thankyou.Nicetomeetyou,Antonio."

Hekissedmycheeksaswellandledustothe

lounge.Hishouseistoodramaticforme,butvery

stylish.Everythingisspeciallycoordinated,with

feathersliterallyeverywhereandshinyobjects

almostineverycorner.HisChandeliersareso

blingyandhugeandthehouseissuperclean.Isee

whyheandPhilajustgetalongsomuch.Team

OCD.

Wesatdownandtherewasatrayofdifferentkinds

ofringsonthetable,forbothmaleandfemale.



Theyweresobeautifulandhuge.Icouldnever

wearthisforever.I'dprobablygetmuggedonmy

waytothemall.

Antonio:"Mamba,asrequestedIdesignedafew

inspiredbyyourlovelydea(goddess).Itwasn't

easy,butworthit."

HisEnglishwasalotbetterthanmostItaliansI've

metsofar.Theyjusttendtomissalotofvowels

hereandthereandhaveauniqueaccent.

Phila:"Iknowyouneverdisappoint,Antonio.So,

whatdoyouthink,MaZwane?Whichonedoyou

like?"

Gosh,therewerejustsomanytochoosefrom.

Me:"Theyalllooksobeautifulandshiny.Ireally



don'tknow."

Phila:"Iknowyouloveredwithallyourheart,Ma

Zwane,sowhydon'tyoutrythechampagneRuby

ones?"

Ilookedaroundandonefinallycaughtmyattention.

Ithadadiamondbeltallroundandandonebig,

roundRubystoneinthemiddle.Thestonewas

alsosurroundedbysmallwhitediamonds.Iputit

onandinstantlyfellinlovewithit.

Me:"Ilovethisone."

Itwassoshinyitcouldgettheattentionofablind

man.I'mnotoneforattention,butIhopeandpray

thatthisismylastweddingsoIdecidedtogobig.

Philachoseaniceblackringwithsmallwhite

diamondsaroundit.



Phila:"We'lltaketheseones,Antonio.Pleasedon't

forgettheengraving.You'llsendmetheinvoice."

Antonio:"Ofcourse,myoldfriend.I'llmost

definitelyseeyoulater.Enjoyyourday,beautiful

couple."

Ismiledandsaidgoodbye.Weheadedoutandgot

intothecaragainanddrovetoanothersurprise

destination.Herefusedtotellmewherewewere

going.Welandedatyetanothermansionbeauty.

Theeconomyheremustbeoffthechainsbecause

almosteveryonelivesinahugehouse.

Itwasalsoabigwhitemansionwithabiggarden

andweweremetbyFrancesca,wholookedstylish

andbubblyasalways.IassumethisisPierroand

Francesca'shouse.

Francesca:"Mamba!Dea(Goddess)!Solovelyto



seeyouagain!Iwashopingtodaywouldbebig

weddinginSouthAfrica,yes?Butyoutwo

postponelastminute."

ShehuggedandkissedusItalianStyle.

Phila:"Hey,Francesca.Sorryaboutthat.Ifitwasn't

forcircumstances,Iwouldbeweddingthisgoddess

ofminetoday."

Hewrappedhisarmaroundmywaistashesaid

that.

Francesca:(smiling)"Ofcourse,ofcourse.Goin,

Pierroiswaitingforyou.You,mydarlingDea,come

withme."

Sheledmetoanotherbigroomfullofclothing

rackswithclothesthatweresealedinclothingsuits.



Iguessthisiswhereshedoesallherfittings.

Me:"Iloveyourhouse,Francesca."

Francesca:"Thankyou,Dea(Goddess).Mambaask

metofityouinanotherdressfordifferentoccasion

incaseyouchangemindaboutwearingonedress

forwedding."

Me:"Oh,alright.Oh,buthelikestodothingswithout

tellingme."

Francesca:"Behappy,darling.Pierroalways

workingwhenIwasyourage.Heonlyhavetimefor

menowandIdon'tcomplain.Mambaisverygood

man.Hewaitforyouallthoseyearstobeyour

husband.Forgivehimifhecomesoffaswhatyou

call-persistent.Hejustdoeverythingatoncenow

foryou,yousee."



Igetherpoint.Philaistrulyablessing.Ismiled

andnodded

Francesca:"Youlookgood,dea(goddess).Much

moreconfidentthanlasttime.Iloveit.Youlook

magnificentandglowing."

Ilaughedshyly.Ihavebecomealotmoreconfident.

Me:"Thankyou,Francesca."

Francesca:"I'msorryaboutyourloss,dea(goddess).

Iwasonceinyoursituation.Ilostmysonfew

hoursafterbirth.Doctorssayhewastoosmalland

bornwithsmallheart.YouandMambawillbe

blessedwithmanybabies,I'vebeenprayingand

Godspoketome."

Ineverknewmafiawomenwereprayerwomen,but



whoamItojudge?Philatalkstothiswomanabout

prettymucheverything.Hemustreallybecloseto

herandPierro.

Me:"Thankyou,Francesca.Itmeansalottome."

Francesca:"Come,let'sfitdress.Andplease,call

meFrannyorchescaorMamaorsomething.

Francescaistoolongandboring."

Ilaughedabitloudandnodded.She'ssupernice.

Sheshowedmetooneoftheracksandopenedthe

firstbag.Thisdresslooksamazing.It'saMermaid

styledress,peachincolourwithfeathersalmost

everywhere,especiallyatthebottom.It'snotbigat

all,withaoneshoulderfeatherstrapandcrystals

ontherouchepartalloverthedress.IfititandI

justfellinloveinaheartbeat.OnceImakeupmy

mindaboutsomething,Idon'treallygoforwardwith

anythingelse.



Me:"Ilovethisone,Franny.It'ssogorgeous.Your

handsareaworkofart."

Francesca:(laughing)"Thankyou,dea.My

grandmothertaughtmehowtosewfromeight

yearsoldeverydayafterschool."

Ibetshecouldsewanythingwithhereyesclosed.

ThisdressisakillerandI'mkeepingit.Ican'twait

toshowittoKeleandPorsche.

Francesca:"Come,takeitoff.I'llgetdrivertodeliver

ittoyoubeforeyougobacktoSouthafrica."

Itookitoffandchangedbackintomywhitedress

andwejoinedthemenforsomelunchanddrinks.

ChapterEightyThree



Sbu

KeleandIhavejustlandedatORTamboandwe

didn'ttalkmuch.I'mannoyedbutmostly

heartbrokenaboutwhatshesaidtome.Idon'tget

thissuddenchangeofbehaviour.Igenuinely

thoughtthatthingswerefinebetweenus,butnow

shescomparingmetomytwinbrother.Ihonestly

havehadenoughdramawithSharonandIcan't

dealwithanotherone.

Sheheldmyhandinthecaronourwayto

Randburg,andIsqueezeditwithoutsaying

anything.IstilllovehersomuchandIjustwantto

showher.I'mnothappyaboutthisjourneyto

seeingherstepmother,butIdon'treallyhavea

choice.

Wefinallyarrivedandparkedrightoutsidethegate.

AswewereabouttoenterIcouldfeelKelestarting

toshake.Isqueezedherhandandwemadeour



wayintotheyard.I'mguessingthisisapainful

reminderofthelastfewdaysoursonhadlived.

Therewasacarparkedinsidetheyardwhichwas

nevertherebefore.Wegottothekitchenandwe

weremetbythesamesceneasthelasttimewe

werehere.Thereweredirtydishesandflies

everywhereinthekitchenandsomebeerbottles

lyingaround.WeknockedandMaryscreamed

fromthelounge.

Mary:"Kenaweshu(Comein,dear)!"

Wewalkedinhandinhandandshewassoshocked

toseeme,shealmostkickedherbeerbottleaside.

Shewassittingwithafewpeoplewhowere

dressedalittlebetterthanher.Shewasinthe

sameskirtandsamewhiteblousewithoutabrajust

liketheotherday.Shewaswearinganold,curly

wigthatlookedlikeithasn'tbeenwashedforyears

andshehadamissingfronttooththistime.

Perhapsit'salwaysbeenthere,orInevernoticed



thefirsttime.

Sbu:"Dumelang."

Theyalllookedatmeandtheotherpeople,two

elderlookingmalesandamucholderlooking

woman,probablyinhersixtiesgreetedmeexcept

forMary.Lebowasn'taroundforachange.

Mary:"Heh!(Clappinghands)WenaKeleonote

pharakamotsengwakaosarebotsalegoreThato

osule(Youjustbargeinmyhousewithouttelling

usThatodied)?Objangwenamara(Whatkindofa

womanareyou)?Ai,maraketlareng(Butwhatcan

Isay)?Youprobablykilledhimsinceyou'venow

foundarichman."

Icouldfeelmybloodboiling,butItriedtomaintain

mycool.Theoldwomanonthecouchlookedatus

forawhile.



Woman:"Kele,ngwanake(mychild).Kgaleselare

gobatla(We'vebeenlookingforyouallover)!Oh,

Modimoonalemosa(Godisgracious)!Refihlilefa

Maryarejwetsagoreokereilemonnawadi

tsheleteebileodulaleene(Wearrivedhereand

Marytoldusyoufoundawealthymanandyou're

evenstayingwithhim).EbeareThatoosuleebile

lemobolokile(SheevensaidThatodiedandyou

alreadyburiedhim).Kannetengwanake(really,my

child)?Lemobolokabjangkantlelebagolo(How

couldyouburyhimwithoutuselders?"

IcouldfeelKele'sbodytenseup.Idon'tneed

drama.Nottoday.Notformyunbornkids.

Sbu:"I'msorryyourstupidauntorsisterorwhatever

youcallherfedyousomanylies.Didshetellyou

howsheabusedKeleandThato?Idon'tknowwhat

elseshetoldyou,butThatowasmyson.Hewas

murderedinatragicwayandweburiedhimwithout



youbecauseyouwerenowheretobefound.I'dlike

toknowwhoyouareinordertoproceedwiththe

lobolamatter.BrianandKelegotdivorcedandIam

goingtomarryher.Thiswoman(pointingatMary),

soldKeletoBrian.Brianwasajunkiedrugaddict

whoalmostsoldThatofordrugsandabusedKele

forhermoneytofeedhishabit.Now,areyougoing

totellmewhoyouthreeare?"

Theyalllookedatmespeechless.SeemslikeI've

saidamouthful.MarywantedtoinsultmebutI

shotheradeathstareandshequicklykeptquiet.

Woman:"MynameisEunice,I'mKele'saunt.Her

fatherwasmybrother.Thesetwomenaremy

brothers,SimonandPieter."

Kele'sforeheadwasgettingsweatyandIsatdown

withherontheopencouch,stillholdingherhand.



Sbu:"Keletoldmeshehasneverseenorheardof

herfathernorhermother'sfamily-ever.Soplease

explaintomewhyyoufailedtotakeherawayfrom

thisdevil?"

Eunice:"WheneverwecameMarytoldusKeledidn't

wanttoseeusandthreatenedtokillusifweever

steppedfootinheryard.Wetriedtogetinto

contactwithher,especiallyafterthefuneral.I

offeredtotakeher,butMaryrefused.She

obviouslywantedtouseallmybrother'smoneyand

abusedmypoornieceintheprocess.Kele,

ngwanake(mychild).I'msosorryyouhadtosuffer

likethis.Wehadnoidea.Timesweretoughand

welivedinMafikeng,sotravelingwasn'teasy

economywise.Maryheretookeverythingthat

belongedtoourbrother,evenhisunderwear.Weall

thoughtshewasagoodwifetohimuntilhedied."

Sbu:"IcameherelookingforanswersfromMary,

Mme(Ma),butI'mgladyou'rehere.Doyouperhaps



knowwheretofindMary'smother?"

Eunice:(Deepsigh)"Oh,Modimowaka(MyGod).

ThatwomanisjustaslostandterribleasMary.I

don'tknowwhytheirparentsgivethemBiblenames

becausetheyallturnouttobeJezebels.Kele's

mother,Ruth,staysastreetawayfromus.She

abandonedKelewhenshewasadayoldandher

ownfamilydoesn'tevenknowaboutKele.My

brotherkeptitlikethattoavoidKelebeinghurt.He

triedhisbesttoraiseheruntilthisdevilruined

everything."

Marygotpissedbecauseshedecidedtospeakup.

Mary:"Mxm!Heywena,Eunice!Obitsamangsatan

(Who'reyoucallingSatan)?Otlilemogakago

iketsabetere(Youcametomyhousetoactbetter

thanme)?SkatlontenaotukuyakoBreeStreet

(Don'tirritatemewithadoekyoiboughtfromBree

Street)."



IgotirritatedbyherandIdecidedtooutherinher

place.

Sbu:"Youknowwhat,Mary?IfIwereyouIwould

shutthefuckupanddrinkmybeer.It'swhatyou're

goodatisn'tit?YouhadbetterrespectKele's

familybeforeIsendyoubacktotheBible!This

timeI'llmakesureIstrangleyoutodeath!"

ShekeptquietandIproceeded.

Sbu:"Thankyousomuchbagolo(elders)forcoming

allthisway.Iwouldliketocomeseeyousoon,

laterthisweeksinceKeleisexpectingandIwould

liketomakehermywifetherightwayandsoon

beforeshedelivers."

Mary'seyesgrewwiderastheelderssmiledwith

amusement.



Eunice:"Aowa,agonabothata,ngwanake(There's

noproblem,mychild.We'llexchangephone

numbersandwewillkeepintouch)."

Kelewasquietallalongstrugglingtokeephertears

fromfallingdown.

Sbu:"Peleletsamaya,bagolo,(beforeyouleave

elders),letmeatleastgiveyousomemoneyfor

petrolandfoodonyourwaybackhomesincethis

oneneverofferedyouanythingtoeat."

EunicewasseriouslyimpressedbymeImustadmit.

Eunice:"That'sverykindofyou,mychild,butreally

there'snoneed."

Sbu:"Please,Iinsist."



ItookoutmywalletandplacedR5000onthetable.

Marysawthestackofcashandimmediately

decidedtochangehertunetowardsme.

Eunice:"Thankyou,mychild,butit'sabittoomuch."

Theuncleswereseriouslyimpressedandonecould

telltheydohardliquoreverynowandthen.

Sbu:"Please,takeitasimvulamlomo."

WelaughedexceptKeleandMaryofcourse.

Sbu:"We'llbeonourway.Pleasetakegoodcare."

AsKeleandIwereabouttoleaveMaryquickly

stoodup.



Mary:"Hao,bannake,erekelefelegetsehle(My

children,letmewalkyouout)."

Pieter:"Mary,man!Tlogelagorehlabisadihlong

pelefamonnawaKele(Stopembarrassingusin

frontofKele'shusband).Dulafase,retlagorekela

cot(Sitdownwe'llbuyyouabeer)."

Ifmoneycouldtalkitwouldhavesaid'Voetsek'

rightthereandthentoMary.

Ziyanda

Phila,Francesca,PierroandIwerehavingsome

lunchandthedrinkswereflowing.Tvdoesn'tlie

whenitshowsustheItalianshavinggoodfoodand

seriouswine.NowIseewherePhilagothis

acquiredwinetasteandhisloveforOperafrom.He

andPierrowerechattingawaylikefatherandson.I



justlovetheirrelationship,especiallywhenPhila

grewupwithouthisdadprettymuch.

PierroisthetypicalMafiaman;slickgelledblack

hairwithabigtummy,expensiveperfumeandeven

moreexpensiveclothesandtonsofbigringsonhis

fingers.

Pierro:"So,Dea(Goddess),areyoureadyfor

tonight?"

Me:"What'shappeningtonight?"

Pierro:"Meandmybigmouth.It'ssurprise,no?

Justwaitandsee.Youhavegotprettygood

romanticmanhereinPhila."

Okay,nowIwouldreallyliketoknowwhat's

happeningtonight.Philakeepsdroppingsubtle



hintsandhe'sbeencallingmeMaZwaneinsteadof

theusualSthandwasami(Mylove)allday.Ican't

waittoseewhathehasinstoreformetonight,

especiallynowthatthealcoholiskickingin,it's

makingmealltonsofhornyandI'mhavingsome

seriousdirtythoughtsrightnow.

ChapterEightySix

Sbu

KeleandIflewbacktoDurban.Shehasn'tsaida

wordeversincewe'vebeentoherstepmom'shouse.

Iunderstandcompletely,findingoutthatyourmom

isaliveandnevercaredtolookforyoumustbeshit.

It'sbettertobeabandonedandfindoutyour

parentsareactuallydead.IleftKeleinthebedroom

tosleepandheadeddownstairstochillwithuMa

andthetwins.Itookabeerfromthefridgeand

joinedherinthelounge.ShewaswatchingThe



Riverwiththegirls,andNobuhlecametositonmy

lap.

Ma:"Howwasyourday,mfanawami(myboy)?"

Sbu:(sigh)Itwasfine,ma.JustthatMaryisareal

handfulshame.Iwonderhowsomewomenwho

don'tdeservechildrenaregivenchildrenyouknow.

Imeanbuka(lookat)uZee.She'sbeenstruggling

foryearsandissogoodwithChildren."

Ma:"Whatisonyourmind,Sbusiso?Spititout."

Sbu:(Chuckling)"Youknowmetoowell,Ma.It's

Kele.Idon'tunderstandwherethesuddenchange

iscomingfrom,ma.Theotherdaywehadour

ultrasoundandZee,PorscheandPhilawerethere

withus.Zeehadasadmomentwhichispretty

understandableandaskedtobeexcused.Shewas

inquiteabadstateasPhilatoldme.Manje(Now)



uKeletellsmethatZeewasbeingdramaticandthat

sheshouldbehappyforher."

Ma:"Heh(What)?!"

Sbu:"That'snotall.Thismorningshegoesontotell

meukuthishewishesIwasasromanticasPhila,

ma.SayingthatIshouldbeoutwithherona

BaecationlikeZeeiswithPhilarightnow.Cabanga

(Imagine)ma.Idon'tknowifit'sthehormonesor

what,butIdon'tneedallthis.Iwasplanningon

takinghertoBaliafterthewedding,ma.AndnowI

amtakingcareofhersinceshe'srecoveringandI

didn'twanttostressherout.I'mhonestlyhurt,ma."

Ma:(Sigh)"Lalelala(Listenhere),Sbusiso.Keleis

asweetgirlandIdon'tthinkshemeansanyharm,

butitcouldbethatshe'sjustnotusedtothis

lifestyleandhasnoideahowtoadapt.Imali

ishinshaabantu,mfanawami(moneychanges

people,myboy).VeryfewwomenlikeZeemanage



tostaygrounded.Maybethekidnappingand

traumamessedwithheralittlebittoomuch.I'lltalk

toher."

Sbu:"Ngiyabonga(Thankyou),ma."

Nokuhle:"Daddy,whatismagosha(prostitute)?"

Inearlyspitoutmybeerandcoughedtryingtoget

someair.

Ma:"It'ssomethingveryscaryandonethingyou

shouldnevereverstrivetobe.Ifyouhearthatword

again,coveryourearsotherwisethey'llfalloff."

Ziyanda

LunchwassogreatwithPierroandFrancescaandI



mustsay,thatwineistherealdeal.Itwasabout

5pmalreadyandIwasabittipsyaswewalkedout

ofthere.Ioptedforwatertodrainthealcoholfrom

mysystem.

Me:"So,wheretonow,Mr.Zwane?"

Phila:"You'llfindoutwhenwegethome,MaZwane."

Me:"Hmm,babywami(mybaby).You'vebeen

callingmeMaZwaneallday.ShouldIbeworried?"

Phila:(laughing)"Notatall,unlessyou'reafraidof

eternalhappiness."

Hekissedmepassionatelyonthelipsmakingme

instantlywetdownthere.Itouchedhismanhood

gently,butheheldmyhand.



Phila:"AsmuchasIwantyousobadlyrightnow,

MaZwane.You'llhavetowaituntilthefestivities

areover."

Philaneverturnsmedown.Iguesshe'splanned

somethingreallyimportantfortonight.Wefinally

arrivedbackatthehouseandmadeourwayinto

thehouse.AsIwalkedinhesaidhe'sgettingsome

waterandhe'llmeetmeupstairsinthebedroomin

aminute.

IwalkedinandIwasmetbyalovelysurprise.The

peach,MermaidweddingdressIhadtriedonthis

afternoonwaslyingonmybedwithstunninggrey

shoesandabeautifuldiamondneclaceandearing

setnexttoitwithanote"Timetogetreadyforour

firstwedding.Getready,themakeupartistand

stylistwillbehereinanhour.Don'ttryinterrogating

me,I'mgettingreadytomarrythewomanofmy

dreams.LoveP



Tearsofjoyfelldownmycheeks.I'mtrulythe

happiestgirlalive.Nowonderhekeptdropping

hints.Iwenttotakeanice,longbubblebathandI

gotoutafteraboutthirtyminutes.I'vealwaysloved

longbaths,I'mabitofamermaid.Ilotionedmy

bodysmilingwithjoyandpridestaringatmy

beautifuloutfitfortonight.Igotintomydressand

woremyjewelry.Istaredatmyselfinthemirror

andyes,thisisExactlyhowIprettymuchpictured

myweddingtoPhila.Ilovehimsomuchandcan't

waittobehiswife.AsIsatdownonmychair,while

waitingformymakeupartisttoarrive,Igota

messagefromanunsavednumber"Iloveyou,Zee.

I'vealwayslovedyou.Iwon'trestuntilyoucome

backtome,LoveLu."

Isuddenlygotfrightened.Lunga?Wheredidheget

mynumber?Isn'thesupposedtobegrieving

Belindarightnow?IdeletedthemessageandI

refusedtoletanythingoranyoneruinmyevening.



AknockonthedoorsurfacedandItoldtheperson

tocomein.TomysurpriseitwasAntonioand

anothergaylookingguyI'venevermetbefore,but

hisfaceissofamiliarthoughIcan'ttellwhoheisat

thispoint.IhopeIwon'tbedrunkbythetimeIwalk

downtheaisle.

Antoniowasholdingchampagneandthreeglasses,

whiletheotherguyhadahugemakeupkitwithhim.

Antonio:"Heyhey,Dea(Goddess)!Thisismy

husbandLuciano.YoumustknowhimfromThe

FacePaintershow."

Oh,nowIrealizewhereI'veseenhimfrom.His

workisamazing!

Me:"Yes!Irememberyourface.Lovelytomeetyou

Luciano.Iamhonouredtohaveyoumakeme

prettytoday!"



Luciano:"Thepleasureisallmine,sweetheart.Who

wouldn'twanttoworkonthisgorgeousface?IfI

wasn'tintothisone,Iwouldturnstraightjustfor

you."

WeallburstoutlaughingwhileIbaskedintheir

beautifulpresence.They'resuchalovelycouple

andcomplimenteachother.Idon'thavemanygay

friendsoranyactually,butwiththesetwoyou

actuallyforgetthattheyaremalesincetheyknow

moreaboutwomenstuffthanImyselfdo.

ChapterEightySeven

Ziyanda

Porschealwaystellsmegaypeopleare"TheShit".

ApparentlyRobert'sbrotherisgayandhe'sthe

reasonbehindherawesomefashionsense.NowI

believeher.LucianoandAntonioaresomuchfun.



Lucianohasbeendoingmymake-upandhairwhile

throwingsextipsinbetweenandkeepingthe

champagneflowing.Thesetwoarejustamatch

madeinheaven.

They'vebeenmarriedforeightyearsnowandhave

beentogetherforelevenyears.Talkaboutawhile.

IwishPhilaandIgettothisstage.Theysayin

ordertomakeyourmarriageworkyou'vegottatake

atrialrunfirst;gettoknowyourpersonandbesure

thattheyaretheoneyou'rewillingtospendtherest

ofyourlifewith.

Antoniosaystheyfirstmovedintogether,tobe

surehe'dbeabletowakeuptoLuciano'sface

everyday.Hesaysthedayhecouldstomach

anothermanshittinginhistoiletwhilehewas

asleep,heknewhehadmadetherightchoice.

Funny,butIguesshehasapoint.

PhilaandIweretogetherprettymuchmywhole



highschoollife.Eventhoughwewereapartforsix

years,andIneverthoughtthesparkwouldbeback.

Inowrealizehe'stheonlymanI'veeverloved.The

sparkisnowstrongerthanever.

Antonioisbrilliantatwhathedoes.I'veneverworn

somuchmake-upinmylifeeverbefore.Ilookso

different,butinagoodwayheevenputonnice

peacheyeshadowthatmatchesperfectlywithmy

dress.ThisisprettymuchhowPorschelikesdoing

herownmakeup.Ineedsomeserioustipsfrom

herandAntonio.

Hestraightenedmyhairandmademyhairintoa

beautifulplaitedhighbun.Heputsomereallynice,

sparkly,peachbeadsontheponytailbeforerolling

itintoabun.Myhairisabitlong,shoulderlength

soIneverseeareasontowearaweave.Headded

anice,bigpeachfloweronthesideofmybunand

toppedmylookwithredlipstick.Icouldbarely

recognizemyself.



I'veneverlookedthisbeautifulinmylifeeverbefore,

althoughPhilawoulddisagree.HesaysIalways

lookbeautiful.He'smymanthough,He'ssupposed

tosaysuch.Therewasn'tevenroomfor

nervousnessthankstothechampagne,butone

thingaboutalcoholisthatitmostdefinitelywill

makeyoufeelemotionalafterafewglasses.

IstartedthinkingaboutallI'vebeenthroughand

howfarI'vecome.Ihaveneverinmylifeimagined

thatlifewouldturnoutthiseayespeciallyafter

beingthroughwhatIhavewithLungaandZodwa.

MymotherandIaremendingourrelationshipandI

can'tsaymuchaboutmyownsister.Istarted

gettingtearyandLucianostoppedmeinmytracks.

Luciano:"No!No!Dea(Goddess),please!You

cannotgooutandseeMambawithfadedmakeup!

Allmyhardwork!"



Igiggledandhegavemeapieceoftissue.

Me:"Sorry,Luciano.It'sjustthatI'veneverlooked

thisbeautifulinmylifebefore.Thankyouso

much."

Luciano:"Theydon'tcallthesehandsmagichands

fornothing(flashinghishands)."

Antonio:"Mylovecanturnascarecrowinto

Cinderella."

Theybothlaughedandpeckedeachotheronthe

lips.Ilovethislevelofaffectionevenafterbeing

togetherforsolong.Icanonlywishthesamefor

KeleandSbu.

Luciano:"Timetogoshowcasemymasterpiece.

Nomorecrying,Dea(Goddess).OtherwiseIcharge



doubleformessingupmakeup."

WealllaughedsubtlyasAntoniogavememy

bouquetandwewalkedout.ItrulyhopePhilahas

someoneonstandbyrecordingthisbecauseIwant

torememberitforever.AsIwasthinkingofthat

whilewalkingoutofthebedroom,

Iwasmetbyacameramanrecordingmefromthe

momentIwalkedoutthebedroom.Iliterallyfeltthe

tearsbuildingupbutIfoughtthemback.Phila

seemstoalwaysknowwhatI'mthinkingandIlove

thatabouthim.There'sjustneveradullmoment.

IwalkeddownthestairscarefullyasAntonioand

Lucianowalkedrightbehindme.Itwasstartingto

sinkinthatI'dwakeupwithadifferentsurname

tomorrowmorning.Ican'tbelieveit.Ididn'teven

writemyownvowssoI'llspeakfromtheheartlike

Philaalwaysdoes.Icontinuedwalkingcarefully

downthelongstairway.Imademywayoutthe



doorandIwasimmediatelycapturedbythe

magnificentbeautythatlaybeforeme.

Therewasaverylongredcarpetthatledalltheway

toabeautiful,whitechapelthatwassetoverlooking

thelake.Alongsidetheredcarpetweregorgeous

rosesindifferentcolours,arrangedingorgeous,

hugeglassvasesthatwereputonpedastils.There

werefairylightseverywhere.IfeltlikeIwasinmy

ownmovie.AcrossthelittlechapelPhilaandthe

priestwerestandingunder,wasagorgeouswhite

stretchtentwithtablesallover.Nottoomany

tables,justaboutthreeroundtables.

Ifeltabitemotionalwhilethecameramanwas

standingbeforeme.IguessheonlymovedwhenI

moved.AntonioandLucianowenttojointhefew

gueststhatwereseated.AsIapproachedtherest

ofthecarpet,M.A.J.O.R'sThisiswhyIloveyou

playedinthebackgroundandtheystoodupand

lookedatme.Thissongremindsmeofthefirst



timePhilaandIbecameone.Ikeptwalkingslowly

whilePhila'seyeswerefixedonme.Ifocusedmy

eyesonhimandallsortsoffeelingsconsumedmy

mind.

Ican'tbelievewe'reactuallyhere.Fewmonthsago

IwouldhaveneverthoughtthatPhilaandIwould

begettingmarriedadayaftermy26thbirthday.

Gogoalwaystellsmenottodwellonthelossesbut

torejoiceinthegains.RightnowallIcansayis

Philaismorethanenoughforme.Iwalkedtowards

myfuturehusbandandhelookedsoamazinginhis

gorgeousItalianTux.IguessItaliansuitsareallhe

wears.Hehadapeachshirton.Hereallystuckto

thetheme.IwalkedmyselfdowntheaisleandI'm

notevenfeelingsadaboutit.I'veneverreallyhad

anactivefathersowhywoulditbothermenow?

IfinallyapproachedPhilaandheheldmyhands.

Antonionquicklygotupandtookmybouquetaway

frommesomyhandscouldbefree.



Phila:"Youlooksobeautiful,SthandwaSami(My

love)."

Me:(Smiling)"Youlooksohot."

Helaughedsoftly.

Thepriestbeganbywelcomingeveryoneandgave

usafewwordsofadvice.I'mgladhecutitshort

becauseIwon'tbeabletostandintheseheelsfor

verylong.Itwasnowtimeforourvowandthe

PriestaskedPhilatogofirst.Iwasabitnervous

becauseIknowhe'llbeatmyvows.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove),uMamawe

bantwanabami(motherofmykids),Sthandwase

nhliziyoyami(Loveofmylife),Qhawekaziwami

(Myheroine),Ndhlovukazi(Queen).Wordscan

neverexpresstheabsolutejoyandcontentmentI



feelrightnow.You'rethereasonIamwhoIam

today,Yaya.Iliveandbreatheforyou.WheneverI

lookatyouIseeheaven,becauseyoureyesbring

outthebestinpeople,moreespeciallyme.Your

soulgivesmeinnerpeaceandyoursmilemakes

mewanttoshowyouofftotheworld.WheneverI

lookatyouIbeamwithpridebecauseIholdthe

mostbeautifulgemintheworld.Noamountof

moneycancomprehendthewayyoumakeme

happy.Ivowtoalwaysloveandprotectyou,Ivow

tomakeyoulaughatleastonceaday.Ivowto

makeyouthehappiestwomanonearthandaproud

mothertoourkidsoneday.Ivowtogiveyouthe

worldjustasIpromised.Ivowtostayfaithfuland

honouryoutileternity.Myonlywishisforyouto

staybymysideandgrowoldwithme.Yourname

meansMaytheBlessingscontinue,andIvowto

maketheworldseewhatabeautifulblessingyou

are.Iloveyousomuch,mfaziwami(Mywife)."

Icouldn'tholdmytearsinanymore.Theyfellright

afterthefirstsentence.



Priest:"Wow.Thatwasquiteamouthful.Let'ssee

ifthebridecanbeatthat."

Theguestslaughed.

Me:"PhilaNkosenye'Mamba'Zwane,Ithankyoufor

seeingmeworthyenoughtobeyourwife.Ithank

yousomuchforcomingbacktomebecausemy

worldwouldbemeaninglesswithoutyou.Ithank

youforacceptingmejustthewayIamandnever

tryingtochangeme.Ithankyouforlovingmeso

muchthateverydayfeelslikeanewmovie.Ithank

yousomuchforbeingyouandnevertryingtohard.

Ineverknewwhattruelovemeantuntilyoucame

along.Havingyoubymysidemakesme

automaticallyconfident.IpraythatGodblessesus

wihnothingbuteternaljoy,happinessandpeace.I

loveyousomuchBabywami(Mybaby),Myheart's

keeper,Mkhonto(clanname)wami.There'sno

othermanformebutyou.Ivowtoloveandrespect



youasmyteammate,myhusband,headofour

houseandtheloveofmylife.Ivowtoalwaysbe

thewifeyouneedandtobefaithfultoyouatall

times.

Thepriest:"NowthatiswhatIcallspeakingfromthe

heart.Maywehavetheringsplease?"

Antonionbroughttheringsonapeachfeathered

cushionwithsomuchpride.

Philatookmyringfromthecushionandstarted

speakingagain.

Phila:"Withthisring,Ivowtomakeitasymbolof

ourloveuntileternity.Ispecificallyaskedforthem

tobeengravedwithtoday'sdatesothatyou'llnever

forgetthisdate.Evenifyougrowoldandget

Alzheimer's."



Theguestslaughedonceagain.Ididn'tknowwhat

tosayasheputtheringonmyfingerwithahuge

smileonhisface.Icannevergetenoughofthose

perfectteeth.Iputhisringonhisfinger,while

tryingtowipethetearsaway.Theregoesthe

makeup.

Priest:"Thegroomspecificallyaskedmenottoask

foranyobjections,soI'llgetrighttoit.Bythe

powervestedinmeInowpronounceyouhusband

andwife.YoumaynowkisstheBride."

Phila:"Finally!"

Theguestslaughedagainashekissedme

passionately.Thistimeourtongueswerenotjust

dancingtogether,butwewerethecentreof

attentionbychoiceinfrontofGod,friendsandthe

flamingosandducks.Notforgettingthemoonand

starscapturingthismomentforus.Iexpecteda

briefkiss,butseemslikePhilawantedtogoon



forever.

Antonio:"Mamba!Letgoofher,man.You'llkillher

withyourlips.Savethatforlater!"

Theguestslaughedaswepulledoutofthekiss.

Theyclappedforusandthrewrosesatuswhile

theyfollowedustothereceptionarea.Philaheld

meinhisarmsandpulledmetothelake,further

awayfromthecrowd.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove),Iknowthisisn't

veryidealwithoutyourfriendsandfamilyhere,butI

promiseyouI'llgiveyoutheweddingofyour

dreamswhenwegethome.Ijusthadtodothis.I

couldn'twaitanylonger."

Me:"Don'tbesilly,Nkosenye,thisissoperfect.

Haveyouseenmymakeup?Thewaterworkstell

youjusthowmuchI'mhappyrightnow.Thankyou



somuchforthis."

Hekissedmeandwemadeourwaytoour

reception.Thepriestmadeussignourmarriage

licenseandIjustthoughtI'msogoingtochange

mysurnamewhenwegetbackhome.It'sbeen

longoverdue.

PierroandFrancescamadespeechesfirst.Ilove

howintimatethiswholesettingis,becauseI

couldn'thandlekissingandhugginghundredsof

peopleallevening.EverythingwassoperfectandI

assumePhilachoseathemefromthedressIchose.

Itwastimeforourfirstdanceandtomysurprise

BlaqDiamond'sNgaqonyawasplayingforus.

Philadidn'tliewhenhesaidhewasamanwith

manytalentswhenImethimforlunchatMenlyn

fewmonthsago.WedancedslowlyasIwas

captivatedbyhisstrongcologne.



Hekeptkissingmyforeheadaswedancedtothe

song.Thecrowdwassilent,anditfeltlikethestars

weresingingtogetherwhilethemoonwasdirecting

thestars.ThecameramanwassobusyIhopehe

didn'tmissamomentofmyperfectwedding.

ChapterEightyEight

Ziyanda

PhilaandIhadsuchablissfulnight.Wedanced

thenightawayourItalianguestsandwekept

downingshotsandmorealcohol.Myheadhurts

likehell.It'snotidealwakingupwithahangover

afteryourwedding.Itwastrulythebestnightever,

althoughI'msuperexhaustednow.Philamadeit

worsebymakinglovetomeallnightlong.

IfIdon'tloseanyweightafterthis,thenIdon'tknow.

Iwokeupwithouthiminbed,Istilldon'tknowhow



hegetstohaveallthisenergyaftersucharough

night.IkeptstaringatmyringandIjustcouldn't

stopsmiling.I'mofficiallyMrs.ZiyandaZwane.

JustasIwassmilingtomyselfhewalkedin

carryingatrayoffood.

Phila:"Goodmorning,MaZwane.Ulelenjani(how

didyousleep)?"

Me:(Smiling)"Likeyouevergavemeachanceto

sleep.I'msoexhaustedandmyheadyoh!"

Phila:(Chuckling)"Youshouldexercisewithme

onceinawhile.You'llseenomorehangovers.

Here,takethesepillsforyourheadandeatup."

Me:"Pleasetellmewe'renotgoinganywheretoday."

Phila:(laughing)"Sthandwasami(Mylove),kodwa



uyavilapha(you'relazy).Don'tworrywe'restaying

intodayandwe'llhaveapicnicbythelakelateron."

Me:"Thankgoodness.Ican'tevenfeelmylegs."

Phila:"Well,Ican'tevenfeelmydickafteryour

mouthsangonmymic.Wheredidyoulearnthose

tricks,MaZwane?"

Me:(Blushing)"Ihavemyways."

Icouldn'ttellhimPorschetaughtmeafewandI

readabookonit.Idon'twanthimtothinkshe'sa

sexfreakoranythinglikethat.

Phila:"Well,Icouldgetsousedtothatonadaily

basis."



Ishookmyheadasweateourbreakfast.

Twodayslater

Kele

I'vebeensoreluctanttogetoutofbedforthepast

fewdays.Ifeelsotiredandemotionallydrained.

Allthisdramawithmyfamilyjustgettingme

worriedbytheday.ItriedapologizingtoSbuand

eventhoughhe'stalkingtome,Istillsensesome

reluctanceonhisside.I'mseriouslytryingnotto

comparethingsbetweenmyrelationshipwithSbu

andZee'srelationshipwithPhila,butIcan'thelpit.

Sbutoldmetogetreadysincewehavetkflyto

Mafikengtomeetmyfather'sfamily.Apparently

we'releavinghisuncleMzwandile,hismom's

brotheraswellasKingShaka.He'spayinglobola

formetoday.Ifeellikeeverythingissorushed



becauseI'mpregnant,butIjustwishforsomething

more,likeanofficialceremony,butIdon'twantto

dwellonthistoomuch.Sbuisalreadystressedas

is.

AsIwasdonegettingdressedIapproachedthe

door,butSbu'smomwalkedinbeforeIcouldmake

mywayout.

Mam'Ivy:"Dumela(Goodmorning),Kele.Okaeka

jeno(Howareyoutoday)?"

Kele:"Dumela,mme(Goodmorning,ma).I'mokay

thankyou.Howareyou?"

Mam'Ivy:"I'malright,thankyou.Iactuallycameto

speaktoyoubeforeyouleave.Please,letssit."

Wesatnexttoeachotheronthebedwhilefacing



oneanother.Ifeltabituneasythough,sinceshe

lookssoserious.

Mam'Ivy:"Kelebogile,mnwanami(mychild).Iknow

you'vebeenthroughalotoftrauma,Itotally

understandthat,mntwanami(mychild).Butone

thingIknowisthatmysonlovesyou,helovesyou

verymuch.Hewouldn'thavegonethroughallthe

troubleofsavingyoufromBrianandScorpionifhe

reallydidn'tloveyou.Kele,Ineedyouto

understandafewthings:SbuandPhilaaretwo

differentpeople.Theyareequallyrich-yetdifferent.

Theyarebillionaires,mntwanami(mychild)anda

placeinaBillionaire'sworldcomeswithalotof

patienceandsacrifice.Myboyshaveworkedvery

hardtogetwheretheyare,Kele.PhilaandIhave

beenthereforSbuwhenhewouldpitchupinthe

middleofthenight,cryingaboutSharonandsaying

hewishedhewaswithyou.He'salwayslovedyou,

butyourrecentbehaviourmakeshimdoubthimself

andhisplaceinyourlife.Sbuisalotofthings,but

assoonashestartshavingdoubtshestartstolose



focusandIdon'twantthat.Ineedtoknowthat

you'reinitforthelonghaul.Ifyou'rehavingdoubts

pleaseleavehimwhileit'sstillearly.Leavehim

beforeheselfdestructs.Ifyouchoosetostay,fix

yourselfandbethewifehedeserves."

IremainedquietandabitshockedasIdidn'texpect

allshesaidtome.

Mam'Ivy:"I'mgladweunderstandeachother.Come

downforbreakfastbeforehecomeslookingforyou.

I'vemadeanicemealandthegirlsarewaiting."

Shesmiledandlefttheroom.I'mnotsurehowto

feel.HaveIreallybeenthathorrible?Ican'tafford

toloseSbu,Ireallycan't.IdolovehimandIneed

tofixallthis.

Iheadeddownstairsandfoundallofthemalready

atthetable.Sbuquicklygotupandpulledthechair



forme.Isatandgreetedthetwins.Wesaidgrace

andateourfood.IkeptglancingatSbuashe

lookedatmeeverynowandthenseeking

reassurance.Ifeellikesuchatotalbitch.Sbuhas

beennothingbutthebestandIjustkeepaddingto

hisstress.

Me:"Thefoodislovely,ma.Kealeboga(Thank

you)."

Mam'Ivy:"ItwasallSbusiso'sdoing.Ijustmadethe

eggsbecauseSbuandeggmakingareenemies."

Ilaughedabit.

Me:(lookingatSbuandholdinghishand)"Thank

you,Sbu.Ireallyappreciateit."

HesmiledsuddenlyandIcouldseetheSbuIknow



wasreappearingonhisface.Wesaidour

goodbyestothegirlsandMam'Ivyandweheaded

toORTambo.WeregoingtomeetUncleMzwandile

andUncleShakathere.KingZuriwon'tbeableto

makeitsincehiswifehasgonefrombadtoworse.

Hesaidhewouldtakehertoanassylumbythis

week.Onourwaytotheairport,Itookthisasa

chancetospeaktoSbu.

Me:"Sbusiso,I'mreallysorrythewayI'vebeen

actinglately.Ithankyousomuchforeverything

you'vedoneforme,includinglovingme.I'msorryI

evermadeyoudoubtyourself.You'reeverything

andmoretome,Sbu.Ireallyloveyou,babe."

Sbu:"Iloveyoutoo,Kele.Ipromisetomakeyou

happy,justgivemeachance."

Ismiledandpeckedhislips.WearrivedatOR

Tamboandmetwiththetwouncles.Wegotinto

thejetandwewereofftoMafikeng.I'mnotvery



familiarwiththistownbecauseI'veneverbeenhere.

Itwasn'taverylongflightandtheuncleskept

drinkingwhiskeywithSbuandravingabouthow

nice50yearoldWhiskeytastes.

Wefinallyarrivedatmyfather'shomeandI

couldn'thelp,butfeelabitheartbroken.Iwouldlike

toknowwhymyfatherneverbroughtmehere.Ifelt

abittearyeyedbutIrefusetocrytoday.It'sa

happydaytodayandIreallydon'twanttoruinit

withtearsofheartache.

WefoundAuntEunice,UnclePieterandUncle

Simonalreadywaitingatthegatewithafewother

peoplewholooksimilartothem.Thehouselooked

verybeautiful,justlikeyourusual"Bighouse"inthe

township.AuntEunicekeptululatingandshewas

wearingsesothoattire.Whatabittersweet

momentthisis.Itrulywishmyfatherwashereto

witnessthiswithme,butIknowheandThatoare

watchingalloverme.



Sbuheldmyhandwhilewewalkedtowardsthem.

Thislobolaisabitunconventional.Sbuandhis

uncleswon'twaitoutsideandhavethewhole

normalprocessdone.We'rejustgoingtogetright

toitwithSbuaspartofthenegotiations.Aunt

EunicehuggedAndmeandgreatedusaswemade

ourwayintotheyard.

WhilewalkinginIsawalotofpeopleIdon'tknow

andawomanwholookedveryunfamiliar.Shewas

dressedinsesothoattire,butherfrailskinandres

eyesshowedthere'ssomethingoffabouther.

Woman:"Dumela(Hello)Kele.Watlawababotsana

ngwanake(You'vegrownintoabeautifulwoman,

mychild)."

Ifrownedinconfusion.Thestenchofherbreath

couldkillafewpeople.Icouldtellshewasaheavy



drinker.

Eunice:"Kelebogile,okeRuth,mmewagao(Thisis

Ruth,yourmother)."

Isuddenlyfeltabitfaintheartedasshesaidthat.I

nearlyfellasSbucaughtme.AuntEunicehelped

Sbutakemetooneofthebedrooms.

ChapterEightyNine

Kele

IwastakentooneofthebedroomsandItriedto

regainmybreath.ItriednottostresssinceDrake

saidIhavehighbloodpressurewhichcouldbefatal

inpregnancy,especiallywhenyou'recarrying

multiples.AuntEunicewastryingtogetme

comfortablewhileSbucameinwithaglassof

water.



Sbu:"Thembalami(Myhope),here'ssomewater."

Iheldtheglasswithmyshakyhandsanddrank

some.

Sbu:"Howareyoufeeling?Arethebabiesokay?"

Kele:"I'mfine,Sbu.Iwasjustabitshocked,that's

all."

Sbu:"Wecanleaveifyouwantto,Idon'tlikeseeing

youstressed."

Oh,Sbucanbesuchadarling.He'swillingtodrop

somethingthisimportantforme.

Kele:"No,let'scarryon,please."



Eunice:"I'msosorry,ngwanake(mychild).She

musthaveheardfromneighboursgore(that)your

lobolanegotiationswillbetakingplacetoday.I

foundherherethismorningandIdidn'thavethe

hearttochaseheraway."

Kele:"It'sokay,mme(ma)."

Sbu:"I'llbeintheloungeifyouneedme."

Eunice:"Ihavetogetthenegotationsupand

runningsinceI'mtheeldest.I'llgetmydaughter

Judithtocomeandkeepyoucompany."

Inoddedasshelefttheroom.Minuteslatera

womanwholookedjustlikeAuntEuniceandabit

olderthanmewalkedin.Shehasthesamesmile

asmyauntandverybubblytoo.Inoticedsheand

auntEunicealsohaveacurvybodylikeme.Aunt



EuniceandJudithalsowearglasses-justlikeme.

NowIseewhereIgetmygenesfrom.It'sabitnice

tomeetsomefamilyforachangeandknowwhereI

comefrom.Everyonewantsasenseofbelonging.

Judith:"Hao(Wow)Kele!Watlawagola,

ngwanyana(you'vereallygrown,girl)!"

ShehuggedmeandIhuggedherback.

Kele:"Hello,Judith."

Judith:"Tjowena,salekegobonaonalethreeyears

(Ilastsawyouwhenyouwerethree).Timeflies

hey!Objangfela(Howhaveyoubeen)?"

WehadaniceconversationassheaskedmewhatI

doforalivingandseemslikeshe'salsoaChartered

Accountant.Iseedad'ssideofthefamilyhavethe



samegenesandwe'regoodinnumbers.She's33,

abouteightyearsolderthanme.Shedoesn'thave

kids,buthasbeenmarriedforabouteightyears

now.Sheopenedupaboutherfertilitystruggles

andthatmademethinkofZee.I'vebeenabitofa

horriblefriend.Ishouldhaveputmyselfinher

shoes.HereIamrejoicinginmyhappinessandjoy

ofbeingpregnant,whileshehasjustlosthers.I

madeamentalnotetotryandreachoutlateron.

Kele:"SoJudith,whyismymotherhere?"

Judith:"Ah!OraRuth(YoumeanRuth)?Thatoneo

tletseplekefela,shame(She'severywhereshame).

Outlwilegorebagontshetsamagadiatlaa

shiyana(Sheheardthatyou'regettinglobola'd

todayandcamerunning).Atleastohlapiletoday

(she'scleantoday).Nohardfeelings."

Nonetakenatall.Idon'tknowthiswoman.She

leftmeassoonasIwasbornandneverbotheredto



beintouchinallmy25yearsoflifeonthisearth.

Kele:"Whatkindofpersonisshe?"

Judith:"Ah,Ruthkeletagwaman(isadrunkard).O

nnaanalemahlapaandwarerogarenabaga

Molefe(She'sforeverswearingatustheMolefe

family).It'sreallybad."

Ineverchangedmysurnameaftergettingmarried

asIdidn'treallywantto.Idon'tevenknowwhyI'm

askingaboutRuth.Youcan'tdumpyourbaby,not

keepintouchandsuddenlydecidetochangewhen

yourdaughterisbeinglobola'd.Wewentonand

spokeforawhileuntilweheardululationsinthe

lounge.I'mguessingeverythingwentsmoothly.

AuntEunicecameinandaskedmetocomeoutso

wecouldallrejoiceandhavesomelunch.

JudithwalkedmeoutandIwasmetbySbuwho



justcouldn'tstopsmiling.

Kele:"Sbusiso,Ihopetheydidn'tchargeyouanarm

andaleg."

Sbu:(chuckling)"Thembalami(Myhope),you're

wortheverypenny."

Ishookmyheadandwentoutwiththerestofthe

family.Weateandtheyhadsomedrinksand

music.Itwasreallyfun.SeeingSbuthishappy,I

actuallyrealizehowminimalistheis.He'sintothe

lessfancierthingsinlifeexceptforclothing,cars

andexpensivealcohol.OtherthanthatIsolove

him.

Ruthwasstillwithusandshekeptactinglike"the

proudmother".IjustignoredherandSbuwouldn't

lethernearmewhichwasabonusforme.Judith

keptmecompanyandintroducedmetosomeof



myothercousins.Theguyswerechilled,butthe

girlskeptaskingwhereIfoundarichmanlikethat

whenI'mnotevenaslayqueen.Judithjustput

theminherplace.Icouldseehowwellweare

goingtogetalong.

Itwasabout6pmandwehadtoleave.Iwasabit

saddenedbecausethisistheclosestthingIhaveto

familyapartfromSbuandZee'sfamily.Sbuinvited

themtoourweddingwhichwillbeonthe31stof

May,mybirthday.AndthereIwasnotsolongago

claiminghe'snotromantic.I'llbesixmonths

pregnantbythen,butI'mnotbothered.Thesooner

thebetter.

Gog'Khanyi

Thingshavebeengoingreallywellforthepastfew

days.Nodrama,noonedyingandnoZodwa.I

heardsomeoneatchurchsayshehasgone

missing.IhopeMthunzikilledhershame.Sidiniwe



nguZodwa(We'retiredofZodwa).ZeeandPhila

sentmesomepicturesoftheirweddingandIvideo

calledthemnotsolongago.Tonygotmehooked

onInstagram.IonlyknewhowtouseWhatsApp,

butnowngisestylini(I'minstyle)allthatstohim.

Hislittlegirlfriendstoppedsendingmelousy

threatsafterIpointedmygunathertheotherday,

whileTonyjustcan'tgetenoughofme.ItoldhimI

needsomespaceyuhnoman!FlorahandIdecided

tohaveanicemealandwatchsomemoviesover

somedrinks.Ihaven'thadthismuchpeaceinages.

Gog'Khanyi:"Yazi(youknow)Florah,lomfana

uzong'khathaza(thisboywillbethedeathofme)."

Mam'Masango:(laughing)"Wenabeufunanikuye

(whatdidyouexpect)?He'sasmallboy,Khanyisa.

Angithiyougothimhookedtoyou."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ididn'tthinkhewouldbeaddictedto

mekanje(likethis).Phelahedoesn'tgivemea



breakatall."

Mam'Masango:"Perhapsyoushouldjustmakeit

officialnaye(withhim)."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ini(What)?!Uyahlanya(You'recrazy)!

Doyouwantmetobethelaughingstockof

Sandton?"

Mam'Masango:"You'venevercaredaboutwhat

peoplethink.Whystartnow?You'recatching

feelingsIsee.You'rejustashookedtothatboyas

heistoyou."

Mxm.FlorahwantstotrickmeandIwon'tallowher,

soIdecidedtochangethetopic.

Gog'Khanyi:"HaveyouspokentoKele?Shehasn't

returnedanyofmycallsinawhile."



Mam'Masango:(laughing)"Keeponchangingthr

subject,ok'salayoung'zwile(factremainsyouheard

me).I'vebeenmeaningtospeaktoher.Hayi,that

girlistroubled.She'sgoingtogiveSbustressnje.

ShehasapureheartandismeantforSbu,butnow

thatshehashadatasteofthislife,shecan'tcontrol

herself.Thisiscausinghertobeovercomeby

jealousyandshe'llalwaysbecomparingSbutohis

brother.Thesegirlsbayadinaman(aretiring)."

Gog'Khanyi:(sigh)"Ai,manje(so)whatdowedo?"

Mam'Masango:"Nothing.There'snothingtodo.She

justhastobringherselfbacktorealitybeforeshe

losesSbu.Thatdrunkardmotherofherswillruin

thingsevenfurtherforherifshedoesn'twatchout.

She'llloseSbusiso.Hemightloveherbuthehas

notimetobegandplaythistime.He'drather

choosehischildrenaboveanywomannow."



Thisisdeep.

Gog'Khanyi:"Kodwahowcanshejustchangelike

thataftergoingthroughsomuch?"

Mam'Masango:"Shespenttoomuchtimewith

Belinda,that'swhy.Sheneedstogotothefuneral,

perhapsshe'llgetawakeupcallonwhatjealousy

andgreeddotopeople."

IhopewhateveritisKeleisgoingthroughpasses

veryquickly.Sbusisodeservestobelovedandbe

stablemanje.

ChapterNinety

Oneweeklater

Ziyanda



Italywassomuchfun,Ijustfeltlikestayingbehind.

Unfortunatelywehavealifeandjobstogetbackto.

Plusit'sBelinda'sfuneralthisweekend.Apparently

therewasn'tenoughmoneytoburyherand

Nkosiyabo(Junior)sopeoplewhoknewheron

Facebookdecidedtocreateacrowdfundingproject

forher.

Idon'tgetwhyZodwaandherhusbandoreven

Lungadon'thelpout.It'sreallysadtodielikethat.

I'veaskedPhilaifIcouldgotoherfamily'shouse

afterworktodaywithPorscheandeventhoughhe

wasdeadsetagainstit,heagreedafterIofferedto

blowhimuntilhecums.Yep,that'smarriedlife.

Youhavetobargaintogetwhatyouwant.

WelandedSaturdaynightandasmuchfunaswe

had,wehaveawholelotofworktodoespecially

withKelenotbeingbackyet.JustwhenIthought

Philahadenoughsurprisesuphissleeve,Igot



hometoabrandnewRedMercedesGLE300SUV.

Yep,sameastheonePhilahas,justred.Heeven

personalizedmynumberplatetoMrs.ZwaneGP.

HesaidpeopleneededtoseeI'mhiswifenow.I

couldn'tsaynotoabrandnewcar.Iwasplanning

onbookinganappointmentatHomeAffairsto

changemysurnameoffically,butPhilaalreadybeat

metoit.Perksofhavingarichhusband.Iswearif

hehadachoicehewouldn'tletmeleavethehouse

atall.IhadaskedhimforaprenupsinceIdon't

wantpeopletothinkI'mafterhishardearned

money,butheblatantlyrefused.AsIstandright

here,I'mofficiallyco-ownerofeverythingPhila

owns.

Idon'tknowhowtofeelbeingtheBillionaire'swife,

butIwilltrygettingusedtoit.Ihavetodoitreal

quicklysincethepressarejustwayintousnow.

MyInstagramaccounthasgainedover2million

followerseversinceAntoniopostedourwedding



picturesandvideosnippetsonmyaccount.

OfcourseIhavealotof"hatespeech"andbody

shamingcomingthrough,butmajorityofthe

followersareallcomingfromagoodplacewith

positivevibes.Idon'tknowifItalyhasawayof

boostingawoman'sconfidence,butIcan't

rememberthelasttimeIsatandcriedover

someonecallingmefatorlookingatmefunny.I

wentshoppingandIwentcrazyinItaly.

LucianoandAntoniohelpedmepickoutreallynice

outfits,enoughtolastmeawholelifetime.Igota

fewthingsforGogo,Mam'Masango,Mam'Ivyand

mymom.NotforgettingthetwinsandPorsche.I

gotKeleanice,custommadetwinbabystroller

eventhoughIhavenoideawhenI'llbeabletogive

ittoher.

Sbusaidshe'scomingbacktomorrowandyes,I

haven'theardfromhersinceshesentmeabrief



happybirthdaymessageonWhatsAppandI

respondedbythankingherandaskedherhowshe

andthebabieswere.Shejustbluetickedme.I

figuredshewasbusyandwouldgetbacktome,but

oneweeklaterstillnoresponsesoIjustletherbe.

SheandSbuweresupposedtobestayingwithus

untiltheirhousewasdone,butapparentlySbuhad

torushthebuildersandevengetextrabuildersto

finishthehousesoshecouldmovestraightinwhen

shecomesbacktomorrow.

Philatoldmeshe'sbeenactingweirdlatelyleaving

Sbuhighstressed.SbuhasbeenbackinPretoria

fillinginforKeleuntilshecomesback.Iwonder

whorunshisITcompanyforhimwhilehe'sforever

here.WewalkedintotheofficeandPorschewas

superexcitedtoseeusasalways.

Shehadlongfauxlocsthistime.Shealwaysputs

insuchaneffortintothewayshelooks.Ireally

needtoupmygame.Philadoesn'tmind,buteven



Gogosaysyouneedtokeepyourmanonhistoes.

Heshouldn'tbeusedtothesamelookeveryday.

PorschehuggedmefirstandthenPhila.

Porsche:"Whoo!DumelangbagaZwane(Greetings,

TheZwane's).Kgalekalegcinaman(Ihaven't

seenyouinalongwhile)."

Phila:(Smiling)Goodmorning,Porsche.Thanksso

muchforkeepingthecompanyrunningwhilewe

weregone."

Porsche:"Ag!Smallwaters,BossP.YouknowI'm

thefaceofthiswholething.Now,pleasegotoyour

office,YourwifeandIhavesomuchtodiscuss."

Phila:(chuckling)"Nogossipduringofficehours.

(Hekissedmeonthelips)Enjoyyourday,Ma

Zwane.I'llseeyoulater."



HeleftmeblushinginfrontofPorsche.

Porsche:(Smiling)"Tjo!Waetsebajoyya

honeymoonphase(Doyouknowthejoyof

honeymoonphase)?"

Ilaughedoutloud.

Me:"Whatdoyouknowabouthoneymoonphase?

YouandRobarestillinyourhoneymoonphase."

Porsche:"That'sbecauseraratana(weloveeach

other)justlikeyoutwo.Kegoshebile(I'mwatching

you),ZiyandaZwane.Icanseethisnewglowthat

screams'I'mgettingdickedrealhard'."

Webothlaughedoutloud.



Me:"Porscheman!Lewenawaphapha(You'reso

forward)."

Porsche:"Letmeseethatgorgeousring,babe!Tjo

BossPonaleclasswena(BossPhasrealclass

hey).Keleisgoingtobesojealousshame,ngwana

batho(poorthing)."

Iknowshedidn'tsaythatbymistake.There's

somethingsheisn'ttellingme.

Me:"Portia,whyoreso(whydoyousayso)?"

Porsche:"Ah,wenaZee.Kgalekegobotsagoreo

slowlearner(I'vebeensayingyou'reaslow

learner)."

Me:"Okay,whatdoyouknowthatIdon't?"



Porsche:"Iknowthatshe'sajealousbitch.There,I

saidit."

Me:"Mxm,Porscheeba(be)seriousplease."

Porsche:(deepsigh)"Oh,alright.Youhaven'tbeen

respondingtomyWhatsAppmessagessinceyou

weregettingsomedickinItaly,soshedecidedto

"ventherfrustrations"outtome.Shestarted

sayingshecan'tunderstandwhyyoucouldn'tbe

happyforherespeciallyforthepregnancy.Itold

hershewasbeinginsensitivetowardsyou,butshe

saidyou'regettingalltheattentionwhenyou

haven'tevenbeenlobola'dyet.SoItoldherstraight

gore(that)she'sajealousbitchandwell,she

blockedme."

Wow.IneverthoughtKelewouldeverbelikethis.

Shewasalwaysthequietandsweetoneand

alwaysthepeacemaker.I'mquiteshockedbut

mostlyhurt.



Me:"Whyissheactinglikethisthough?Maybeit's

justherhormones."

Porsche:"Aowa(No).Agonadihormonestsaniks

(there'snohormones).She'sbeingjealous,man

Zee.Ithinkshedidn'tactuallythinkSbuhasthis

muchmoneyandshejustkeepscomparingherself

toyou.Sheevenpostedpicturesofhersonarscan

onFacebook.Ikeeptellingyoutonevertrustquiet

people.ShekeptBelinda'ssecretofhersleeping

withLungafromyou,what'sstoppingherfrom

beingajealousbitch?"

Okay.Ihadactuallyforgottenallaboutthat.Maybe

Keleisjustdealingwithherposttrauma.Perhaps

weshouldn'tbetooquicktojudge.

Me:"Maybeshe'sgoingthrougharoughtime,

Porsche.ShejustlostThato."



Porsche:"We'reallgoingthrougharoughtime,Zee.

Youlostyourunbornchildrenbutyou'renotbeinga

bitchaboutit.AllI'msayingisI'mreallystartingto

dislikethisnewKeleandyoushouldprobablysleep

withoneeyeopen.YoushouldevenseepoorSbu.

Keleomonyesakastress(Keleisstressinghim

outbadly)."

Ai,maybeshe'sright.She'sneverbeenwrong

aboutajudgeofcharacter.SpeakingofSbuI

haven'tseenhiminawhilesoIdecidedtogoto

floor5toseehim.

Me:"We'lltalklater.LetmegoseeSbu."

Porsche:"Youdothat,babe."

IwalkedbacktotheliftandmademywaytoSbu's

floor.Iwasabouttoknockonhisofficedoorbut



founditopen.

Me:"Surprise,Surprise,Sbali(Brotherinlaw)!"

Heseemedtohavebeendeepinthought,but

quicklygotupandsmiledashesawme.Herushed

togivemeahug.

Sbu:"Hey,Zee!Ubuyenini(Whendidyoucome

back)?"

Me:"WelandedonSaturdaynight.Howhaveyou

been?"

Helookeddownandfakedasmile.

Sbu:"I'vebeengoodhey.Kele'sdoingprettygood

too."



Me:"Sbu,Iknowyou.You'renotthebubblySbuI

know.PhilatoldmeaboutKele.Wanttotalkabout

it?"

Sbu:(rubbinghishead)"Eish,Zee.Angazimfwethu

(Idon'tknow,bra).Thingsweregreatbeforethe

wholeScorpionshit.AtfirstIthoughtitwasthe

traumaandall,butshe'sjustbeenactingfunny.We

wenttoMafikengtopaylobolaforheranditwent

prettywell.Wewerefineforafewdaysuntilshe

startedagain.

ShekeepsdroppingweirdhintsofhowPhiladoes

thisandthatforyoulikeIdon'tdoshitforher.I'm

Trying,Zee.Ievenboughtherabrandnewcar.

Shedoesn'tevenseemtotalkaboutthebabies

anymore,it'slikeI'mtheonlyonewho'sexcited

abouttheirarrival.Trulyspeaking,Kelehas

changedashitload.



Idon'tknowwhattodoanymore.Forthefirsttime

everinmywholeentirelife,I'mstartingtodoubt

myselfasaman.Sharonnevermademedoubt

myself.Iknowit'snotrighttocompare,butIcan't

helpit.It'sreallybadI'mevenstartingtohave

secondthoughtsaboutmarryingher.EvenuMais

complainingsayingshehastolookafterthetwins

andKeleaswellsinceshe'sactinglikeaparalyzed

patient.I'mevendreadinghercomingbackhere

tomorrow."

Wow.Thingsarereallybad.Ididn'tthinktheywere

thisbad.What'supwithKelereally?

Me:"Wow,Sbu.I'msosorry.Ihadnoidea.Ithink

youguysshouldbookanappointmentwithDr.

Stein.Idon'twantyougoingmadbecauseofthis,

really.ItrulybelievedthatKelewouldmakeyou

happy.PleasegoseeDr.Steinsometimethisweek

withher.I'lltryandtalktoherforyou."



Sbu:"Thankyou,Zee.Ihaven'tevenhadsexindays,

man.WheneverItrytosleepwithherIjustdon't

evengetanerectionanymore."

Me:"Yoh,hayi,Sbusiso.Toomuchinformation.

ThattalkneedsPhila,notme."

Hechuckledaswespokeaboutthetwinsand

Mam'Ivy.Heeventoldmeaboutthedramaof

Kele'sbiologicalmotherappearingoutofnowhere

andMary'ssuddenchangeofheart.Overall,Ihate

seeingSbulikethis.Whenhehurts,Philahurtsand

whenPhilahurts,Ihurt.Ithinkit'sabouttimeKele

andIhadachat.

ChapterNinetyOne

Kele

"Kele,ngwanaka(mychild).It'sgoodtoseeyou

finallyfindingyourhappiness,butyou'regoingto



ruineverythingforyourself.Nomatterwhatyoudo,

donotletjealousyandgreedintoyourheart.

Pleaserememberthat."

Iwokeupsweatingandrealizeditwasjustadream.

It'sthethirdtimenowthatI'vebeenhavingthis

dreamofmyfathertellingmethoseexactsame

words.Arethingsreallythatbadnow?ImeanI'm

pregnantsopeoplejustneedtounderstandthatI

canactabitcrazyattimes.

PortiaevencalledmeajealousbitchwhenItoldher

howZiyandaalwaysgetseverything.Philahasn't

evenpaidlobolaforheryetandheresheis-Mrs.

Zwanealready.Instead,myweddinghastobea

fewmonthsdowntheline.WhydoIhavetowaitto

becomeMrs.Zwanewhileshegottobemarried

firstbeforelobola?IfeellikePhilaalwaysgetshis

wayinthisfamily.PerhapsifSbuandPhilawere

beingtreatedequallythenIwouldn'tbehavethis

way.



SbuboughtmeabrandnewMerc.Astunning,

purpleG63.Thingshaven'tbeenreallywell

betweenus.Hedoesn'tevenhavesexwithmeas

muchasheusedto,butthat'sallabouttochange.I

can'twaittogobacktoPretoriatomorrowsinceour

houseisfinallydonenow.Icouldn'tstomachliving

withPhilaandZeeandseetheunfaircomparisons

betweenthetwo.Ihaven'tbeenoutofthisroomin

awhileandSbu'smomhasbeenkindenoughto

bringmefoodwheneverIaskforit.

Idecidedtogodownstairsandspendsometime

withher.I'mabitembarrassed,it's2oclockinthe

afternoon.Iwalkeddownandfoundherwatching

tvwiththetwinsanddrinkingsomewine.

Kele:"Sawubona(Hello),Ma."

Shelookedatmewithaverydispleasedlookonher



face.

Mam'Ivy:"Yebo(yes),Kelebogile.Unjani(Howare

you)?"

Kele:"I'mfine,ma.Howareyou?"

Mam'Ivy:"Ngiright(I'mfine)asyoucansee.I'm

gladtoseeyoufinallygettingoutofbed.Aren'tyou

leavingtoday?"

IfIdidn'tknowbetterI'dsayshewantsmegone

alreadyjudgingbythetoneofhervoiceandthat

question.

Kele:"No,ma.I'mleavingtomorrow."

Mam'Ivy:"Howunfortunate."



Okay.Clearlyshehasaproblemwithme.

Kele:"Iseverythingokay,ma?"

Mam'Ivy:"Yes,whywouldn'titbe?"

Kele:"It'sjustthatyou'reactingabitweirdtowards

me.IfIhavedonesomethingtooffendyou,ma.

Pleasetellme.Idon'twantanybadbloodbetween

us."

Mam'Ivy:(chuckling)"Yazini(Youknowwhat)

Kelebogile?Clearlythoseearsofyoursarewetas

fuck."

Okayshe'sevenswearingatme.Infrontofthe

twins.Mam'Ivyneverswearsunlessshe'sseriously

pissed.Ifeelsobadrightnow.



Mam'Ivy:"Ispoketoyouaweekagoaboutyour

behaviour,didn'tI?(Inodded)Idon'tunderstand

thissuddenchangeofheartyouhave.Sbuwastoo

quicktomarryyounje.Youhardlyevenmaketime

tobondwiththetwinsyetyouwanttobemyson's

wife.

Youhardlyevengetoutofthatbedroomandyou

expectmetocaterforyouwhenyouclearlyhave

workinglegs.Itoldyou,Kelebogile,ifyoudon'tlove

mysonthenpleaseleavehimnowbeforehegets

hurtevenfurther.Sbuisfragile,hemightnotshow

itbutheis.Hedoesn'tdeserveallthiskakyou're

doingtohimafterallhe'sdoneforyou."

Herwordscutmesodeep.Ididn'tknowshefelt

thiswayaboutmeletaloneSbutellinghismother

everythingaboutus.Tearsfelldownmyface

unaware.



Kele:"I'mverysorry,ma.Disrespectingyouwas

nevermyintention.IloveSbusisoverymuch,ma.

AndIlovethegirls.Iwouldneverdoanythingto

hurthimorthemintentionally."

Ithoughtshewouldbelessharsheronceshesaw

mytears,butIwaswrong.

Mam'Ivy:"Thenstopbeingabigbabyabout

everythingandfixit.You'renotabadperson

Kelebogile.You'renotbadatall,buttheKelethatI

knewbackthenandthisoneinfrontofmearetwo

differentpeople.Ihateitwhenmysongetshurt

especiallybecauseofaanotherwoman.I'dkillfor

them,surelyyouknowthat,right?"

Istoodstillandjuststaredather.Didshejust

threatenmeinasubtlemanner?

Mam'Ivy:"I'mgladwehadthistalk.Walktothe



kitchenandexercisealittlebitandgetmesome

morewine,wouldyou?"

Shesmiledatmeasshehandedmethewineglass

andIfakedasmileback.CoulditbethatIhave

reallychangedthismuch?

Ziyanda

ItwasknockofftimeandPhila,Porsche,SbuandI

areheadedtoBelinda'shousebeforeweallgo

home.BelindaisfromOrangeFarmapparently,just

likeSharon.Idon'tknowifpeoplefromOrange

Farmhavethesamementalityorifthesetwowere

justpeasinthesamepod.

Wegotthereandprayerhadn'tevenstartedyet.

ThankgoodnesssinceI'mwearingajumpsuit

withoutadoekevenandPorscheisalsowearing

pants.Ihopetheydon'ttakeoffence.Weparked



rightoutsideherhouse.Thewallsandthegate

lookedliketheyhadn'tbeenpaintedinalongtime

andthehousewasbig,butrusty.Idon'tknowwhat

Belindawasdoingallthistimeinsteadofsending

moneyhome.

Wesawabigwhitetentandafewpeopleinsidethe

yard.Wegreetedandaskedtobeshownto

Belinda'smother.PorscheandIwereledintothe

housewhilePhilaandSbustoodandwaitedforus

outside.SbulithissmokeashespoketoPhila.

Wewalkedinandgreetedafewwomenwhowerein

thelounge.Thewallshadhugecracksandsomeof

thechairswerebrokenandnotcaredfor.Itwasa

sadsightthatmademewanttocry.Wewalkedinto

thebedroomandfoundBelinda'smomsittingon

hermattress,dressedinblack-thefamous

mourningcolour.

Me:"Dumela,mme(Hello,ma).KennaZiyanda,o



kePortia,bereledichomitsaBelinda(Mynameis

ZiyandaandthisisPortia.WewereBelinda's

friends)."

ShelookedupandIcouldseehowbeautifulshe

oncewas,butpovertyandalcoholhadtakenitstoll

onherbeauty.Otherthanthattheresemblance

betweenherandBelindawasthere.

Belinda'smom:"Dumelangbanabaka(Hello,my

children).Yes,Irememberyoutwo.Belindaused

totellmesomuchaboutyou,especiallyyou

Ziyanda.Beforeherdeathaftershecameback

fromhospital,shehadtoldmeeverythingshedidto

youtwo.Shereallyregrettedeverythingshehad

done.Yousee,Iblamemyselfforherturningout

thewayshedid.IfIhadbeenabettermotherand

choseheroveralcoholandarapistforahusband,

shewouldn'thavebeendeadtoday.

HerfatherwouldrapeherwhenIwasawaylooking



forwork,untilonedayIfoundhimontopofher.I

wassoshockedandtriedchasinghimout.Hebeat

meupsobadlythatIlostmytwofrontteeth.He

toldmeifIeverreportedhimBelindaandIwouldbe

lefthungryandonthestreets.Ihadnowheretogo.

Myownfamilyhaddisownedmeandthey

themselveswerepoor.HewouldrapeBelindain

mypresenceuntilsheturned18.Sheleftthis

houseandnevercamebacktovisit.

Ibeggedhertocomeandvisitmeaftershehad

Juniorandwestartedmendingourrelationship.

JonashasdamagedmychildsobadlyIcouldnever

forgivehim-evenindeath."

PortiaandIwereinsomuchtears.Belindahad

beenthroughsomuchit'snosurpriseshedidwhat

shedid.

Belinda'smother:"Idon'tregretkillinghim.After

sheleftthehouseatage18,IwaitedforJonasto



gotosleep.Onceheslept,Istabbedhimtodeath.

80times.IcountedeverystabasIstabbedhim.I

gotarrestedforpremeditatedmurder.Imagine.

Youkillyourchild'srapistandyougotoprison.I

served5yearsofmysentenceandgotout.Ididit

allforher,eventhoughitwastoolatebutIneeded

hertoknowthat."

PortiaandIcouldn'tevenspeak.Thisstorywas

justtoopainful.

Belinda'smom:"BeforeIforget,sheleftyouall

letters.PleasegiveKelebogilehersaswell.I

wouldn'tblameyoufornotcomingtothefuneral,

butmyheartisateasethatyoucametoseeme."

Portiareachedforherbagandtookoutanenvelope

andhandedittoher.

Porsche:"Here,ma.ThisisR20000incash.You



canuseittocoversomecostsforthefuneral.I

knowitmustbehard."

Belinda'smom:(Crying)"Oh,kealebogabanabaka

(thankyoumychildren).Modimoomoholo(Godis

great).Godshallblessyouforyourgooddeeds."

IalsohadasmallenvelopeinmybagandasIwas

abouttohandittoheraswell,Philawalkedinwith

Sbuandtheybentdown.

Phila:"Dumelamme(Hello,ma).MynameisPhila

andthisismybrotherSbusiso.Ziyandahereismy

wifeandBelindawasalsoaveryfoodfriendof

mine.Mywifewasabouttogiveyousomemoney,

butnowthatyouronlychildandgrandsonareno

moreit'sgoingtobehardforyoutosurvive,sowe

havedecidedtogiveyousomemoneythatwill

sustainyouevenafterthefuneral."



Hetookoutabigenvelopeandhandedittoher.

Phila:"InthereisR200000.Youcanuseitto

rebuildyourlife.Zee,handheryourenvelope."

Me:"Ma,inhereisR100000.It'stheleastwecould

do."

Belinda'smomwailedsomuchandkeptthanking

us.Itwassuchapainfulsight.Weleftherwailing

andsaidourgoodbyesaswetookourlettersfrom

Belinda.

It'ssosadtoseehowayoungwoman'slifeended

duetothesinsoftheparents.Icanonlyhopethat

Belinda'smomfindscomfortintheLordandthat

BelindaknowsIholdnogrudgetowardsher.

PorscheandIwerejusttoodistraughttotalkafter

thatpainfulconfessionfromBee'smother.Wegot

intoourcarsanddrovehome.



ChapterNinetyTwo

Ziyanda

Phila,SbuandIweredrivingbackhomefromBee's

house.Ididn'tsaymuchsincethatstorysimplyleft

metraumatized.IsomehowwishBelindahad

reachedouttous,butseemslikeKele'stheonly

onewhoknewaboutthatpartofherlife.It'sso

painfultoevenimaginewhatwentthroughhermind.

Whatmakesmehappyisthatwereallytriedto

makeherday.

EvenPorschechippedin,notthatI'msurprised.

Shehasaverybitheartevenforpeoplewhopiss

heroff.WhatshockedmemostisSbuandPhila

offeringsomuchmoney.Ineverthoughtthesetwo

haditinthem.I'llaskthemaboutitonceweget

home.Ididn'tfeellikecookingsowestoppedbyto

getsomefood.



Sbuofferedtogobuysohecouldsmokesome

morewhilePhilaandIstayedinthecar.

Me:"Babywami(Mybaby),thankyousomuchfor

whatyouandSbudidtoday.Ireallydidn'texpectit

especiallyafterwhatBelindadidtoyou."

Phila:"MaZwane(Mrs.Zwane),it'sreallynothing.

Anythingtomakeyouhappy.Besides,hermom

reallyneedsthemoney."

Ismiledandkissedthebackofhishand.Sbucame

backwiththefoodandwewereoff.Luckilythe

complexisn'tthatfarfromtheestate,abouta15

minuteslongdrive.Justaswewereabouttoenter,

Securitynotifiedusthatsomeonehadbeenwaiting

forussincethisafternoonjustoutsideourhouse.

Alltheysaidwasit'sarelativeofmineandshe

insistedonwaitingasshehadnowheretogo.



IgotpuzzledbutIgotevenmorecurioustofindout

whothisrelativeisandwhytheydidn'tcallme.As

wedrovetowardsthehouse,wesawafraillooking

womanholdingaplasticbagthatlookslikeithasa

fewitemsofclothing.Thegunmenwerewalking

aroundthehouseandonewasstandingnexttoher.

WeparkedandIgotouttoseewhoitwas.AsI

approachedthedoor,Iwasstunnedtothecore!

Me:"Thando?!"

Thando:"Hey,sis.Longtimenosee."

Thando,myoneandonlysisterwho'sneverliked

meonebit.BlameuMaforthatIguess.Sheused

tobethefavouriteuntilshebecamehookedon

drugs.Ihaven'tseenherinaverylongwhileand

nowshepitchesuponmydoorstep.Shelookslike

shehasn'teatenindaysletalonebathedinawhile.



Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Thando:"Hawu,Icametoseemysister.Isitso

bad?"

Philacamearoundafterparkingthecarinsteadof

openingthedoorfromtheinside.Icouldtellhe

wasdispleasedbythelookonhisface,whileSbu

washoldingthefoodinhishands,havinganother

smoke.

Me:"Oh,babywami(mybaby).ThisisThando,my

sister."

Phila:"Nicetomeetyou,Thando."

Sbu:"Shosho,Thando.AkaLove.Eh,Phila,vula

laphongilambilephela(Openup,I'mstarving)."



Phila:"MxmwenaSbu,yourhouseisjustaroundthe

cornerman."

Sbu:"Ah,seuyangixoshamanje(areyouchasing

meoutnow)?"

Philashookhisheadandopenedthedooraswe

walkedinwithThando.Shelookedaroundandwas

inawebutknowingThandoaninsultora

condescendingcommentcancomeflyingoutof

hermouthrightthismoment.Shecouldnever

humbleherselfevenwhenshe'sinneedofhelp.

Thando:"Wow,Zee.Youfinallybaggedarichman.

Youdidwell,mntase(sis)."

Yep.There'snomomenttoosoonforthisone.

Philalookedveryannoyed.



Phila:"Zee,canIhaveawordwithyou,please?"

Me:"Sure.I'llberightback."

PhilaandIwentupstairstoourbedroom.He

walkedinfirstandIclosedthedoorrightafter.

Phila:"Whatisshedoinghere?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,baby.I'mjustassurprisedasyou

are."

Phila:"Idon'twantherhere.She'sanaddictandby

thewayshelookssheobviouslyneverwenttothe

rehabcentreIbookedherin.Ipaidalotofmoney,

Zee.Asagesturetoyourmom.Idon'ttrustthis

girl.Shehastogo."



Me:"But,baby,uzoyaphi(Wherewillshego)?"

Phila:"Anginandaba(Idon'tcare)."

Me:"Letmefindoutwhyshe'shere.Shecouldbein

trouble,babywami(mybaby).Pleaseshecan

leavetomorrowatleast.It'salreadylate."

Phila:"Finebutyouhadbetterkeepaneyeonher.

Thatsoftheartofyourswillgetyouintotroubleone

day."

HestoopupandleftmeinthebedroomasI

gatheredmythoughts.Hecouldberight.He's

neverwrongwithjudgingaperson'scharacter,just

likeZee.Thandohadneverlikedmeatallnorhas

sheeverbotheredtovisitmeorfindoutwhereI

evenlivedbefore.Whyisshehere?



ChapterNinetyThree

Ziyanda

IwentdownjustafterPhilaleftthebedroomafter

ponderingmythoughtsforawhile.Perhapshe's

right,I'mtooniceattimesandthatwillcausemeto

getseriouslyhurtoneday.Igotdownandfound

SbuchattingwithThandowhilePhilawaseatinghis

foodinsilence.WehadorderedsomeDebonairs

pizzaandsomeprawnsatthefranchisejustnext

door.

Sbu:"Hawu,Qhawekazi(Heroine).Ithoughtyouhad

gonetobed.ThandoandIherealmostfinishedthe

food."

Me:"Sorry,Ijusthadtochangeabit."



Thando:"Thanksforlettingmestayforawhile,Zee.

IpromiseIwon'tbeaproblem."

PhilajustgaveherablankstarewhileIjustfakeda

faintsmile.IsupposeSbucouldsensethetension

hencehekepttheconversationgoing.

Sbu:"So,Thandos,kuhambanjanierehab(how'sit

goingatrehab)?"

IcouldseeThandotenseupabitafterthatquestion.

IguessPhilawasright,shenevercheckedin.

Thando:"Uh..Ah..Youknowhowitis.Wena,tellme

aboutyou.How'sSharon?Ineverthoughtyou'd

actuallymarrysomeonelikeher,hey."

Sbuchuckled.He'salwaysreadyforaninsult.



Sbu:"Ah,Sharonisathingofthepast.Whatabout

you?Where'syourbabydaddy?Heclearlyfucked

youupbecauseyouusedtobesohot,ntwana(girl).

Youwerelikeoneoftheitgirlsbackthen."

IcouldseeThandogettingabitembarrassed.

Thando:"Ah,well,he'saround.We'renottogether

anymore.Ifiguredit'sreallytimetogetmylife

backontrack,youknow.PlusIneedtomendmy

relationshipwithmysister.She'stheonlysiblingI

have."

Sheflashedafakesmileandexposedhermissing

tooth.Ican'thelpbutthinkshe'sjustnotbeing

genuine.Thandoishidingsomethingandhowon

earthdidshefindoutwhereIlivewithoutcallingme?

Anyway,wecutdinnershortsinceweweren'tin

highspiritsespeciallyafterseeingBelinda'smother.



Philawenttoourbedroom,whileSbuclearedupthe

table.ItookThandotooneoftheguestroomsand

madesureshehadtobathefirstbeforegettinginto

thesheets.It'sreallynotniceforawomantowalk

aroundwithoutfresheningupatall.Wegottothe

bedroomandIdecidedtoconfronther.

Me:"Thando,whyareyoureallyhere?"

Thando:"Hawu,Zee.Icametovisitmybabysister.

Isthatsohardtobelieve?"

Me:"Thando,let'scutthebullshit,okay.You've

nevercaredaboutmeandyoudon'tevenhavemy

number.You'venevervisitedmeorcalledmein

yearsandnowsuddenlyyoupitchupatmydoor

step.Let'sstopwiththepretenceandtellmewhy

you'rereallyhere."

Shelookedprettyshockedtoseemyreaction.I'm



nottheweakZiyandashe'susedtoanymore.I've

grownathickerskinandI'llnotallowhertocrawl

underneathitanymore.

Thando:"Okay,Zee.Ijustneededaplacetocrash,

okay.Everyonehasturnedtheirbacksonme-even

momandGogodon'twantmeattheirhouses.So

youweremylastoption."

Igetthatshe'sinneedofaplacetostay,butthere's

moretothisrockupofhers.Idon'tbuyherstory,

butIchosetoletherbefornow.

Me:"Okay,gotakeabathbeforeyousleep.We'll

talktomorrow."

BeforeIwalkedoutshedecidedtogivemehertwo

centsofcentiments.



Thando:"Zee,I'mreallysorryabouteverything.I

promiseI'llmakeitalluptoyou."

See?NothingisevergenuinewithThando,not

evenanapology.Iclosedthedooronmywayout

andmademywaytoourbedroom.IfoundPhila

alreadyinbed.

Me:"Ithoughtweweregoingtoshowertogether."

Phila:"Ididn'tknowhowlongyourbondingsession

withyoursisterwasgoingtobesoIdecidedtodoit

alone."

Thattone.Theirritabilityinhistonetellsmehe's

seriouslypissedatthiswholesituation.Iwentto

thebathroomtotakeaquickshowerandthenwent

backtothebedroomafterdryingmyself.Iwalked

backtothebedroomnakedandfoundhimwatching

tv.Ihategoingtobedangryandwealwaysfixour



issuesbeforewesleep.SoIdecidedtousemy

bestweapontodefeathisuglymood-sex.

IlotionedmyselfwhilefacinghimandIcouldsee

himside-eyeingme,droolingovermynakedbody,

buttriednottoshowit.Ifinishedlotioningmy

wholebodyandleftmybreastsforlast.Itook

somelotionandputitonbothmybreasts,rubbing

themincircularmotion.IcouldseehisMkhonto

risingfromunderneaththecovers.Didhereally

expectmenottotorturehimwhenhesleepsnaked

ontopofthat?

Hetriedresistingmeandactingstrongbychanging

thechannels.

Phila:"Aren'tyougoingtogetdressed?"

Me:"Sincewhendoyouallowmetowearpajamas

inbed?"



Phila:(clearinghisthroat)"Sincetonight."

Ichuckled.Hemustbecrazy.Igotontopofhim

andremovedthesheetsfromhim.Islowlywent

downtilIreachedhisdick.Icouldseehim

swallowinghard.Onlywomencanpunishmenby

withholdingsex-mencan't.Islowlyrubbedhis

penisandblewhotairontothetip.

Me:"TellmeyouwantmetostopthenandI'llstop."

Hekeptquietwhilestaringatme.Icouldfeelhis

bodytenseupandhistoescurl.Iputhalfofhimin

mymouthandwentforit.Islowlysuckedhimin

circularmotionandIheardhimmoan.

Phila:"Ah,fuck,MaZwane(Mrs.Zwane)!Godeeper

Sthandwasami(mylove)."



I'vegrowntobeabitnaughtynowadaysallthanks

toPhila.Hemademegetusedtoallthisdirtytalk.

Me:"Askmenicely."

Phila:"Please,Baby."

Itookallofhiminmymouthandstartedsucking

faster.Hetriedtoputhishandsonmyhead,butI

pulledout.

Me:"Notouching.Ifyoutouch,I'llstop."

Hecursed.

Phila:"Shit.Okay."

IkeptsuckingandthefasterIwentthemoreIfelt



hisclimaxbuildup.

Phila:"Fuck,Sthandwasami(mylove).I'mgoingto

come.You'dbettermove."

Ididn'tmove,insteadIkeptgoingandhecouldn't

holditinanymoreuntilhefinallyreleasedandlet

outafunnygrowlasalways.Itriedswallowingthis

timesincePorschesaysit'snothalfbadifyour

manishealthyandeatshealthyfoodtoo.Hiscum

doesn'ttastehalfbadsoIdecidedtoswallowhis

loadwhilehewasstaringatme.Seemslikeitgot

himsuperexcitedbecauseMkhontodidn'tgodown.

Phila:"Shit,Zee.Whydidyouhavetotorturemelike

that?You'rebecomingaproatthis.Myturnnow."

Ismiledasheflippedmeoversohecouldlayon

topofme.Hekissedmepassionately,yetroughly,

butinagoodway.We'veneverreallyhadrough



sex,buttheideagivesmeamazinggoosebumpsall

overmybody.Hepulledoutandlookedatme.

Phila:"Ilovetastingmyselfinyourmouth,Yaya.I

loveyousomuch."

IsmiledandsaidIlovedhimtoo.Heproceededby

suckingmyneckandgoingallthewaytomy

breasts.Helovessuckingonthosebabiesandhe

knowsthatdrivesmecrazy.Hewentdownwithhis

tongueallthewaytomycoochie.HeknowshowI

canneverresistagoodpussyeating.Hegently

teasedmyclitbylickingandstoppingcontinuously.

Me:"Dammit,Phila!Ineedyou!Suckme,baby,

please!"

Helookedandmeandsmiledandproceededtodig

in.Histonguecandoamazingthings.Hedipped

histongueinandoutofmyentranceandIwent



crazy.Heliftedupmythighs.Ialwayswonderhow

hemanagestoliftupmyheavythighs,butIguessif

hecanliftweights,thenI'maslightasafeatherin

thatregard.

Hecontinuedtoeatmeupandthenhedidthe

unexpected.WhileIwaswrappedupinthis

amazingeuphoria,hespreadmybumswiderand

hetraveledhistonguedowntomyanusand

proceededtolickit.Itfeltsoforeigntome,butalso

good.IsupposehewantedtoseemyreactionsoI

wentwithit.

HethencameupandflippedmeoversoIcouldlie

onallfourswithmyassup.Heenteredmeashe

usedhisonehandtorubmyclit.Iwentwild.He

keptpoundingmeharderandharderuntilIfeltthe

needtorubmyclitmyself.

ItdriveshimcrazywheneverIfullyreciprocatewhat

hedoesandtakepartinalltheseexperiments.He



continuedtohavemeandIwasloving.Weboth

releasedatthesametimeandcollapsedonthebed

inourfavouriteposition-melayingmybedontopof

hischest.

Me:"Babywami(mybaby),didyoureallyhaveto

eatmyassholethough?"

Phila:(laughing)"Itscalledrimminglove,anddon't

actlikeyoudidn'tlikeit."

Iactuallydidlikeiteventhoughitwasabit

unexpected.

Me:"Idid,butIneverknewyouwereintothosekind

ofkinkystuff."

Phila:"I'mintoalotofthings,Sthandwasami(My

love),andIwanttoexplorethemwithyouusing



babysteps.Iwantyoutofeelcomfortablefirstand

gettoknowwhatyoulike."

ThenIthoughtofPorscheandherbdsmescapades.

Me:"HaveyouevertriedBDSM,babywami(my

baby)?"

Phila:"No,mylove.ButforyouIcantiemywhole

dickupifyoulikeit."

Webothlaughedasweproceededtosleep.

ChapterNinetyFour

Thefollowingday

Ziyanda



PhilaandIwereatitallnightasusualandmybody

isabitstiff.Iseriouslyneedtotakehimuponhis

offertoletmeworkoutwithhim.OnceagainIgot

upafterhimandfoundhimmakingusbreakfast.

He'salreadydressedanddoneworkingoutalready.

He'sevenhummingagospelsongwhileit'splaying

inthekitchen.

Yep,hehadabuiltinmusicplayerinstalledinthe

kitchenwhilewewereinItaly.Hesayshewants

metoenjoycookingwhilehewatchesmesing.

ApparentlyIhavethevoiceofanangel.Iusedto

singinthechoirbackinhighschool,butI'mnota

fanofattentionlikethat.Iloveseeingthisglowon

him.I'dlovetogivecredittoalloursexcapades,

butIthinkthefactthatwealsopraytogetherbefore

wesleep,andwakeupatmidnightand3am

togetherjustliftshisspirits.

HealwayspraysaskingGodforpeaceandmore

yearsandasksforustobeblessedwithachildof



ourown.Evenwhenwedecidetophahlatoour

ancestors,heaskshisdadtowatchoverusand

asksthemtogiveusourownlittleseed.Myheart

breakseverytimehespeaksofhavingchildren

sinceIdon'twanttogothroughwhatIdidwith

Lungaagainwithhim.I'mtryingmybest,butI

decidedtoputitallinGod'shands.

Me:"Goodmorning,myhusband."

Phila:(smiling)"Goodmorning,mywife.I'vemade

breakfastfitformyQueen.Pleasejoinmeatthe

Patio,breakfastisserved."

IsmiledasImademywaytothepatioandfound

somemuffins,muesli,yoghurtandfruitwithjuice

andhewascomingtowardsmewithsomebacon

andeggsandtoast.Hewasevenwearinganapron

ontopofhissuit.Thisguythough.Weprayed

beforeweateandwedugin.



Me:"Youtookyourtimewiththis,babywami(my

baby).Thankyousomuch."

Phila:"Anythingforyou,Sthandwasami(Mylove).

Ifyoukeepgivingmemypussythewayyougaveit

tomeizolo(lastnight),I'dmakeyoubreakfastfor

life."

Iblushedinembarrassment.There'sneveradull

momentwithPhila.

Me:"Where'sSbu?"

Phila:"HewenttocheckonthebuildersbeforeKele

comesback.Hesayssheinsistedonmovingin

theretodayassoonasshelands.Shemustbe

tiredofbeinganinvaderinourhouse."



Istilldon'tknowhowtofeelaboutheratthispoint,

butI'llhaveachatwithherassoonasshecomes

back.

Me:"Baby,doyouthinkshe'sbeingabitweird?

EspeciallytowardsSbuandI?"

Phila:"Notalittle,Sthandwasami(Mylove).A

wholelot.EvenuMawascomplainingtellingme

ukuthi(that)Kelehasbeenbehavingbadly.She

saysshe'sworsethanSharonnje.Sheliesinbed

alldayanddoesn'tevenbothertohelplookafter

thetwins.Sbuisevenhavingdoubtsaboutthe

wedding,hewantstocancel."

Wow.It'samazinghowquicklythingscantranspire

frombeing100%greattobeingruinedinaninstant.

Justtheotherdaywewerehelpingthemgetback

togetherandnowthisshitishappening.



Me:"Icanseehowit'stakingitstollonSbu."

Phila:"Yep,ifKeledoesn'twatchoutSbuwillgo

backtohiswomanizerways.Andoncehestarts,

she'llregretit,shame."

Ican'timaginehavingPhilacheatonme.Iwould

cuthisballsoff.

Phila:"Anyway,haveyoureadtheletterBelinda

wrotetoyou?"

OhIevenforgotaboutthatletter!Ishoveditinmy

handbagyesterdayanddidn'teventouchit.I'll

havetoreadittodayatwork.

Me:"Iforgotaboutthat,baby.Iwasabitdistraught

afterwhatBelinda'smomtoldus."



ItoldhimthewholestoryaboutBelindaandherdad

molestingheruptowherehermomkillshim.

Phila:"Kubad(Itsrough),mywife.Butweallmake

ourownchoices.Yourpastdoesn'tandshouldn't

defineyourfutureatall.Belindahadachoiceto

turnallthataround,butshechosenotto.Youtried

yourbest.Letsgetgoingbeforewegetlate.Traffic

canbeanightmare."

WeleftandasusualIgavethegunmenasome

breakfastandwewereoff.I'llhavetodealwith

ThandolateronwhenwereturnsincePhilasaid

shecouldstayafewmoredays.Idroveoutinmy

newMercedes,whilehedroveinhissincehehasa

fewmeetingstodayandmightbebacklaterthan

usual.

WearrivedatworkandIfoundPorschebeautifulas

always.



Me:"Morning,friend."

Porsche:"Morning,Mrs.Zwane.Howarewetoday?"

Me:"Ag,I'malright."

Porsche:"Wheneverthere'san"Ag"beforeany

sentenceorafterwards,itdoesn'tmeanyou're

alright.Outwithit."

Me:"Thandorockedupatmyhouselastnight.

Apparentlyshehadbeenwaitingforussincethe

afternoon."

Porsche:"Heh!(Clappinghands)andyouleftherin

yourhouse?Alone?!"



Me:"Hawu,P.Theguardswillbewatchingher.

Besides,Idon'tthinkshewouldstealfromme."

Porsche:(laughing)"You'replayingwithfire,Zee.

Youneverlearn.Idon'ttrustherandthatgood

heartofyourswilllandyouintroubleoneday."

Philasaidthesamething.MaybeIneedtoheed

thiswarning.

Me:"Anyway,haveyoureadtheletterBelindawrote

you?"

Porsche:"Yes,Idid.Shame,sheapologizedfor

everythingstartingfromwayback.Ireallyfeelabit

badforthewayItreatedher,hey.Shehadatough

life.Nowondersheslitherwristswhileshewas

pregnantwithDavid'schild.I'dprobablyhavedone

thesame."



Myeyeswidenedwithshock.

Me:"ShewaspregnantwithDavid'schild?Asin

Lunga'sdad?"

Porsche:"Yes,Itakeityouhaven'treadyoursyet.

I'mmorecuriousaboutwhatshewrotetoKele."

Me:"Don'ttellmeyouactuallywantustoreadit,

Porsche."

Porsche:"Wenaoslowwaitse(You'resoslow,hey).

Wehavetoreadit.Maybeitwillexplainwhyshe

hasdoneawhole360onus."

Me:"Isn'tthatlikeinvadingsomeone'sprivacy?

Besides,Kelehasalwaysbeenprivate,Porsche."



Porsche:"There'snosuchthingasinavdingthr

privacyofthedead.AndKelehasalwaysbeen

Secretive-notprivate.We'llsealitbackupporperly

afterreadingit."

Idon'tknowhowIfeelaboutthis,butIamcurious.

Me:"Eish,okay."

Porsche:"Good.We'llreaditduringlunchtime.Go

toyourofficebeforeyourhusbanddecidestofire

me."

AsIwalkedtomyofficeIbumpedintoNozi.Her

smilefadedassoonasshesawme.What'snew?

Me:"Goodmorning,Nozipho."



Nozi:(annoyed)"Goodmorning,Ziyanda,orshouldI

sayMrs.Zwane?Iwouldn'twanttobefiredfornot

addressingyouproperly."

Oh,goodness.Herewegoagain.Thischickreally

needstogetlaid.Idecidedtoignoreherandwent

straighttomyoffice.Icheckeduponafew

messagesbeforeproceedingwithwork.

IsawafewWhatsAppmessages;onefromGogo

askingmeifI'mignoringherandonefromKele.

Shefinallydecidedtorespond.

"Hey,Zee.Sorryfornotbeingintouchforsolong.

Youknowhowstrainouspregnancycanbe.

Anyway,I'mlettingyouknowthatI'mcomingback

todayandmovingintomynewhouseandsince

we'regoingtobeneighbours,Idon'twantanybad

bloodbetweenus.I'llseeyousoon,friend."



Okay,that'sjustaweirdmessage.Iscrolleddown

andfoundanothermessagefromanunsaved

number.

"Goodmorning,Zee.Ihopeyouhaveagreatday

today.Love,Lu."

Okay,Lungaisreallystalkingmeandit'sgetting

reallycreepy.Idecidedtoblockhisnumberonall

platformsandcalledGogo.

Gog'Khanyi:"Heh!Jehovananguumtnwanawakho

uyaphila(Jehova,yourchildisalive)."

Ilaughed.

Me:"Sawubona,Gogo(Hello,granny).Howare

you?"



Gog'Khanyi:"Whatdoyouthinj,ZiyandaZwane?

Nowthatyou'vechangedyoursurnameyoudecide

toignoreyouronlylivinggrandmother?"

Me:"Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry),Gogo.I'vejustbeena

bitbusy."

Gog'Khanyi:"Busypractisinghowtomakebabies,I

see.Howarethings?Ngiyan'bonalakuInstagram

heyi(IseeyouguyshereonInstagramwow),the

weddingwasabsolutelybeautiful.LaBafanabaka

Zwane(ThoseZwaneboys)havetaste,man."

Ilaughed.

Me:"Ai,Gogo.Anyway,thingsaregoodhey.Howis

Madoing?"

Gog'Khanyi:"She'sfine,yazi(youknow).Thando's



rascalsarekeepingherbusy.Itoldhertobring

themhereforaweeknje,bazoba(they'llbe)right.

I'llgettheminorder."

Me:"SpeakingofThando,shecametomyhouse

yesterday.Wefoundherwaitingforuslastnight."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ini(What)?!Thatgirlisjustwasting

ourmoney.Whydoesn'tshejustdielikeBelinda

andleaveusinpeace?"

IcouldhearMam'Masangoscoldingher.

Gog'Khanyi:"Hayi,mannaweFlorah.Youdon'tlike

thehonesttruth.Anyway,Ziyanda,mntwanami(my

child),FlorahsaysyouneedtobecarefulThando.

Shehasn'tchangedherways,butshecan'tdo

muchharmtoyou.Shealsosaysyouneedtobe

especiallycarefulofKele.Shesturninginto

somethingnoneofusknow."



Okay.Ididn'texpectthat.I'mgettingreallyworried.

Mam'Masango'swarningsarenevertobeignored.

Me:"Okay,GogoI'lldoso."

Gog'Khanyi:"Prayforher,Ziyanda.Always

rememberwhyInamedyouZiyanda.Shealsosays

biggerblessingsarecomingyourway.Letmego,

mntwanami(mychild).You'llbefine.Iloveyou."

Shehungup.Oh,well,Ineedtothinkcarefullyon

whattodowithThando,andKeleontheotherhand,

perhapsIshouldkeepydistance.Idecidedtocarry

onwithmywork.

ChapterNinetyFive

Ziyanda

ItslunchtimeandIforgottoordersomefood.Just



whenIwasabouttopickupmyphoneanddial

Ubereats,Porschewalkedinandgracedmewith

herpresence.Shehadoceanbasketpaperbagsin

herhands.She'saGodsent.Idon'thavetoworry

aboutwhatPhilawillbeeatingsincehe'soutofthe

officeuntillaterontoday.

Me:"Yoh,ungathibeubonaukuthibeng'lambile(It's

likeyousensedthatIwashungry).Thanksbabe."

Porsche:"Pleaseisallmine,baby."

Wesatdownandsaidgraceandwedugin.

Porsche:"So,anynewnewssincethismorningnje?"

Me:"Nothingmuch.Lungahasbeensendingme

reallyweirdmessages.Itslikehesendsthemasif

we'restilltogetherandit'sreallycreepy.Keleon



theotherhandsentmeaweirdmessageaswell."

Itossedthephoneovertoherandshereadthe

messageandwasunimpressed.

Porsche:"Mxm.Selosesethomagotellase(This

thingisgettingrealdisrespectful)."

Me:"She'sactingreallystrange,Porsche.Worst

partMam'MasangotoldmethatIshouldbecareful

ofThandoandKele."

Porsche:"Akerewabona(yousee)?!Ishould've

beenaprophet,shame.I'mtellingyouthosetwo

arebadbusiness.Sheevenunblockedmeandsent

meamessagesayingshe'ssorry,it'sjusther

hormonesandthatweshouldmeetupforlunchat

herhousetodayafterwork."



Me:"Ai,Idon'tthinkweshouldgo."

Porsche:"Let'sreadthatletterfirstandthenwe'll

decideifweshouldgoornot."

Wefinishedeatingandclearedthedesk.Istarted

withmineandreaditoutloudforPorschetohear

aswell.

"DearZiyanda

I'mverysorryforeverythingI'veeverdonetoyou.I

trulyapologizeformybehaviourandforallthepain

Icausedyou.PleaseunderstandthatIneverhad

anythingagainstyou,infactyou'vealwaysbeen

lovingandkind-toallofus.IfanythingIoweyoua

lotmorethanjustamereletterofapology.

I'vealwaysbeenjealousofyou,Zee.You'reso



beautifulandyouhaveanamzing,bigheart.You

alwaysseethebestinpeopleandyou'reforgiving.

Eventhoughyoursoftandkindheartlandsyouin

sadsituations,youcan'tchangewhoyouare.

I'vealwaysadmiredyourrelationshipwithPorsche.

YoutwowerealwayssocloseandIneverhada

bestfriend,eventhoughKelehasalwaysbeenmy

closestfriendamongstallofus,Istillyearnforthat

truefriendshipandtruelovefromafriend.

IknowyouallseeKeleasagoodpersonsince

she'salwaysreadytoreasonandlistentoallofus,

butpleasebecareful.She'sverygoodatkeeping

secretsandsheisn'twhoyoureallythinksheis.

Sheisn'treallyabadperson,butshe'sconsumed

withjealousyandgreedjustlikeme.Brianreally

fuckedherupandnowthatsheandSbuareback

togetheragain,shewon'tstopuntilshereaches

yourlevel.



I'msorryforwritingallthistoyouinaletterasI'm

abouttomeetmyendandbewithmyson.Ireally

don'tdeserveyourforgiveness,Ziyanda.Icanonly

hopethatI'llrestinpeace.

LoveBee"

Wow.Shehaswrittenquitealottodigest.

Porsche:"Wabona(yousee)?Wabonakego

boditse(YouseewhatImean)?Kelegashap,man

Zee(Keleisbadnews).Nowopenhersobalemoo

(andreadit).Extraloudthistime,Iwanttohearit

properly."

Ishookmyheadandopenedthelettercarefullyso

thatIcouldbeabletocloseitrightbackafterwards.

IstartedreadingabitlouderadheringtoPorsche's

instructions.



"DearKele

I'mverysorryforleavingthisearththewayIam

now,butitistime.Itrulyhopethatuoucanfindit

inyourhearttoforgivemeforspillingyourbeans

likethat.Iknowyoushotmetryingtosilenceme

becauseIdidn'tspillallofthem.

Iknowwhatyoudid,KeleandnowsinceI'mthe

onlyotherpersonwhoknowsallyoursecrets,you

canrelax.I'lltakethemtothegravewithme.You

canrestassuredthatyou'llgetSbujustasyouhave

alwayswished.

Youcanrestassuredthatnoonewillknowyouhad

abortionrightafteryoufoundhiminbedwith

Sharon.Noonewillknowyouwereonyourwayto

tellhimthatyouwereexpectinghistwinsonthat

fatefulmorning.Iknowwealldowhatwehaveto

do,butyourscouldhavebeeneasilyavoided.



IknowyounevertoldSbuhowyoutriedtoabort

Thatoaswell,butbythegraceofGodhesurvivedit.

IknowPorscheandZeedon'tknowyouthewayI

do.Theydon'tknowyou'retheonewhotoldme

Porsche'ssecretsandhowyouwishthatshewas

deadbecauseshecanseerightthroughallofus?

Theydon'tknowhowyou'resojealousofthem,

especiallyZee,justlikeIwas.

Theydon'tknowhowyouplanneditall;howyou

plannedtogetbackintoSbu'slifeeventhough

BrianwasabusingyouandThatoandeventhough

Sharonwasthreateningyourlife.Theyhaveno

ideahowyouplannedtowormyourwayintoSbu's

lifeagainsinceBrianleftyousodeepindebt.

PerfectplanitwasImustadmit,evenforsomeone

likeyou.

WebothknowthatSbuwasmeanttobeyour

soulmate,butyourobsessionwithbeing"TheFirst



Lady"oftheZwane'swillbeyourowndownfall.I

reallyhopethatyouchangeyourwaysafterreading

thislettersothatyoudon'tenduplikeme,Kele.

You'rebetterthanthat.Forwhatit'sworth,Ilove

you,myfriend.I'llalwaysloveyou.

LoveBee"

Wow.PorscheandIkeptquietforawhile,Ithinkto

absorbeverythingwehadjustread.

Porsche:"Ja,ne.Bophelokesemphegostraight

(Lifeisnotasclearasitseems).Bjanong(So)when

areyougoingtotellSbuandyourhusband?"

Isshecrazy?Ican'tdothat.

Me:"Wagafa(areyoucrazy)Porsche?Ican'ttell

them.ItwillbreakSbuandKelewouldnevertrust



meagain."

Porsche:(rollinghereyes)"Zee,areyoustillworried

aboutKeletrustingyou?She'sclearlytoomuchof

asnaketobetrusted.TjonnaIcan'tshame.I'm

goingtotell."

Me:"She'sprobablychanged,ImeanBelindawrote

thiswithoutevenknowingKele'spregnant."

Porsche:"Aleopardneverchangesitsspots.I'm

stillgoingtotell."

Me:"Pleasedon't,okay.Let'sthinkaboutthisfora

second.Wecan'truinourfriendshipwithKeleand

herrelationshipwithSbulikethat.Ithinkweshould

allowhimtofindoutonhisown.Wecan'tjudgeher

likethatImeanWe'renotperfectoursleves."



Porsche:"Okay,fine,butI'mstillgoingtowatchher

likeahawkandIsuggestyoudothesame."

Me:"Okay,butyou'restillcomingtomyhousefor

dinner,right?"

Porsche:"Honey,Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld.I

wannalookKelerightintheeyeandifshepisses

meoff,I'mgoingtospillthebeans.Infact,I'm

goingtothefuneralandyouhadbetterdragKele

alongwithus,Ineedtoseeifshe'sreadytorepent.

AtleastBelindadidbeforeshekilledherselfandfor

that,I'mgoingtowearmybestGuccistilettoswith

mybrandnewVersaceoutfit."

Me:"Ai,Kele."

Porsche:"Infact,letmequicklymakeacopyofthat

letterincaseshedestroysit.We'llneeditad

evidenceforwhenshithitsthefan."



Shegrabbedtheenvelopefrommyhandsandwent

tomakeacopyofit.

Thisiswaydeeperthanwethought.NowIhaveto

worryaboutPorschespillingthissecretevenbefore

wefindouthowtoproperlydefusethefire.Ifolded

theletterbackintotheenvelopeneatlyandre-

sealedit.HowamIgoingtobehavenormallywhile

keepingthissecretfromPhilaandSbu?

ChapterNinetySix

ItwasfinallyknockofftimeandImissedPhilaall

daysincehewasn'tintheoffice.PorscheandI

wentstraighttomyhousesowecouldprepare

dinner.Iwasn'tevensureifKelewasgoingtobe

aroundfordinnerornotsinceshemadeitclear

she'smovingintoherhousetoday,butIdecidedto

cookanyway.Thandowasinherbedroomshesaid

shefeltabitsicksoIletherbe.Perhapsshemight

joinuslateron.



Imadesomelambshanksdrizzledwithfinered

wineandsomecreamypotatomash.Ialsomadea

Greeksaladtoaccompanyit,withPorsche'shelp.I

madesureImadeenoughforeveryone.Isettled

formalvapuddingandcustardfordessert.It's

quickandeasyandPorscheandIhadalready

starteddrinkingsothemorewedranktheless

interestedwewereinthepots.

Afterweweredone,Iheadedtothebedroomand

broughtherthegiftIboughtforherwhileIwasin

Italy.Shetookthepaperbagwithgraceasalways

andopenedit.Igotheraverynicecustommade

blacksilkdressthathadlaceontopofthecloth.I

knewshewouldloveitsinceit'sshortandsexyand

fitsherperfectly.Igothermatchingshoesanda

limitededitionlimebagfromDior.

Porsche:"Bathong(wow)chomi!Iloveitsomuch!

Thankyousomuch.(shegavemeahug).I'llbethe



bestdressedatBee'sfuneralthisweekend."

Me:"You'realwaysthebestdressedmos,Porsche."

Webothlaughed.

Porsche:"Flatterywillgetyoueverywhere,my

darling.Wheredidyougetthisdress?Isuperlove

it."

Me:"IgotitfromLuciano'sboutique.Thatguyhas

somegoodtaste.Itcostme,wellPhila,afortune,

socherishit."

Webothlaughedoutloudonceagain.

Porsche:"Well,thenexttimeIgotoItalyIneedto

meetthisLucianodude."



Me:"Kanayou'reforevertraveling.Theonlycountry

I'veeverbeentooutsideSouthAfricaisItaly."

Porsche:"Akereneonyetswekehoutkop(That's

becauseyouweremarriedtoanidiot).Stickwith

Phila,babyandhe'llshowyoutheworld."

Ichuckledandshookmyhead.

Me:"BythewayIforgottotellyouthatIfinallysang

onthemic."

Porschenearlyspitoutherwineandburstoutin

laughter.

Porsche:"Chomiyaka(myfriend)hle,it'scalleda

blowjob.Thesooneryougetusedtosayingit,the

better.Howwasit?"



Me:"Well,itwasn'tsobadhey.LastnightIactually

swallowed."

Porschejumpedupinexcitement.

Porsche:"Wabonawena(youseeyou),you'reslow

butafastlearner.Ilikeit.I'mgladI'msuchagood

teacher."

Me:"Itrustyoutotakeallthecredit.Butsomething

weirdhappenedlastnight."

Porsche:"Whathappened?Didhefingeryouupin

theass?"

Me:(chuckling)"No,heactuallylickedit."



Porschewassoshocked.

Porsche:"Heh(Huh)?!Warengna(Whatdidyou

say)?!BossPisintorimming?!Wowman.And

hereIwasthinkingonlywhitemenareintosuch.

Howdiditfeel?"

Me:"Weirdhey,butenjoyableatthesametime.I

evenaskedhimifhe'severdoneBDSMandhesaid

no,buthe'ddoitforme."

Porsche:"Ah,Ah,Ah.Philakelenyorashame(Phila

isboss),Lepara(theboss).Irespectthatguy

shame.Youdoknowthatyouhavetoreciprocate,

right?Youhavetorimhimback,mengocrazyfor

thatshit."

Idon'tknowaboutthat.Mythoughtsarealready

goingcrazythinkingofhavingaman'sassholein

mymouth,buthe'ssocleanIbetitwon'teventaste



badatall.

Me:"Well,Iknowyou'vedoneitbefore.Howdoesit

feel?Howdoesittaste?Imeandoesn'tittastelike

actualshit?"

Porsche:(laughing)"No,man.It'sactuallytasteless,

youknow.Likeittastesblandnje.Unlessyour

manisallergictowater,youshouldn'thavea

problematall."

Ican'tbelieveI'mheretakingtipsonhowtobea

freakinbedfromPorsche.Ai,seemylife.Anyway

PorscheandIsetthetableaswewaitedforthe

mentoarriveandhopefullyKelewillmakeitaswell.

Phila

SbuandIhadameetingwithourshareholders.



We'vedecidedonmerginghisITcompanywithmy

constructioncompany.Itwillbealoteasierand

lesstraveltimeforallofus.Mybuildingisbigger

sohisstaffwillmergeontherestofthefloors.

Wewereworkingoutallthelogisticslikechanging

thename-again.Itwon'tbesohecticnow,butitwill

bealotbetterforthebothofus.Sincewe'reall

goingtobemarriedsoon,itwillbetheperfectway

togetourwomenmoreinvolvedintherunningof

thebusiness.ThemeetingwasinJo'burgsoSbu

andIareabitstuckintraffic.

Sbu:"Eish,Bafo(Brother),youdon'tmindme

smokinginthecar,mos(right)?"

Phila:"Hayi(No),manSbu.Youcansmokeinyour

owncar,angithi(isn'tit)?"

Sbu:"Well,I'minyoursrightnowandbesides,you



haveleatherinterior.Iwon'tmakeamessIpromise

andI'llopenthewindow."

Ishookmyhead.Ithoughthedecidedhe'dquit

oncewefoundKele.

Phila:"Sbu,Ithoughtyoudaidyou'dquitthisdeadly

habitofyoursafterwefoundKele."

Sbu:"Itried,butshe'sstressingmethefuckout,

man.Ievenlikeprayingnowinsteadofspending

timewithher.Ifthisiswhatpregnancydoestoher

thenI'dratheruseacondom,fok(fuck)."

Ichuckled.ThisthingwithKeleisprettyserious.

Phila:"KantiIthoughtyousortedherout."



Sbu:"Kanjani(How),bafo(brother)?EverytimeItry

tofuckhermydickjustdies.She'sforeveryapping

andcomplaining.Ievenboughtherabrandnew

Mercedesthinkingallwouldbewell,butnope.Still

thesame.ShegetsworsebythedayI'mtellingyou.

She'sdevelopedthisnastyhabitofcomparing

"PhilagotZeeamatchingcar,PhilatookZeetoItaly

fortheirwedding,sowhenarewegettingmarried?

Can'twegetmarriedsooner?"(Imitatinghervoice)."

Wow.Sbuhasitbad.

Phila:"Yoh(wow),bafo.Ineverknewitwasthis

bad."

Sbu:"EvenMasaidshetriedtalkingtoher.It'sone

thingforawomantochange,bafo(brother),but

nowshedoesn'tevenmakeanefforttobondwith

mykids.WheneverIaskheraboutthetwinsthat

arestillontheirway,shejustsaysthey'refine.Ino

longerseethatexcitementinhereyes.



ThiswholenewKeleisn'tthewomanIfellinlove

with.IjustthinkImadeamistake,youknow.I

rushedintothisthingwithher.Ithoughtthespark

betweenherandIwouldrekindlelikeyourswith

Zee,buthonestly,Sharonwasalotbettercompared

tothiswholenewKele.I'mevenstartingtoregret

clawinghereyesout."

IneedtospeaktoPorscheandZee.Perhapsthey

canfixthis.Ithinkit'shightimeIspoketoKele.

Thisshitneedstoendrightthisinstantbeforeshe

losesmybrother.

Phila:"Kuzolunga(Itwillbefine).I'llspeaktomy

wifeandPorsche.Iknowthey'llfindaway."

Sbu:(chuckling)"Listentoyoubusyngo(with)'my

wife,mywife'.That'ssocute.I'massumingthe

sexisonpointsinceyoucan'tstoptalkingabout



her."

Webothlaughed.

Phila:"Eish,foza(brother),Zeedrivesmecrazy,man.

Shemakesmewanttobreakoutofmycomfort

zone.ImeanjustlastnightsheaskedmeifI'minto

BDSM."

Sbu:(widenedeyes)"Heh?!SharonandIusedtodo

that,butIneverfiguredZeewouldbeintosuch.I

guessshe'sbreakingoutofhershellandPorsche

mustbegivinghersomenicefattips."

Webothlaughed.

Phila:"Hayi,man.Naweyoutalktoomuch."



Sbu:"Ijusthaveonequestion:What'sitlikefucking

aBBW?YouknowI'veonlybeenintothingirlsand

Keleisseriouslygoodinbed,butsheisn'tZee's

size.I'dliketoexplore."

Phila:"It'snotfucking,man.ZeeandImakelove,

andbesidessexissex,itjustdependswhichlevel

you'reonwiththatparticularwoman.Butifyou

mustknow,Zeehasrollsandmeatinalltheright

places.WithNatashaitwasallskinandbones,it

evenfeltuncomfortable.ButwithZee,everything

feelsamazing.Hersoftskinandhervoluptous

bodyjustgetsmesuperhoteverytime.Youshould

tryitoneday,ifKelebecomesabitbigger.Shehas

curvedandanass,mos?"

Sbu:"Hayi,man,Phila.Ineeddifferentmeat."

Phila:"Don'tcheatonher,you'llonlymakethings

worse."



Sbu:"I'lltry,eventhoughI'msoblue,myfacewillbe

showingsoon."

Webothlaughedasweheadedhometomyhouse.

ChapterNinetySeven

Ziyanda

PorscheandIwerestarvingsincewehadbeen

waitingforSbuandPhilaforovertwohoursnow.

Weweregettingreadytodishupforourselves,but

thenIremberedThandowasinthehousetoo.

She'sbeencoopedupinherbedroom,soIdecided

togoupandcallher.Iwalkedinandfoundher

curledupinbed.Shelookslikehell;hereyeslook



reallysmallandshehasreallydarkmarksunderher

eyes.

Me:"Thando,uright(areyouokay)?You'vebeenin

hereforhoursnow."

Thando:"I'mfine,Zee.Ijustneedsomesleep."

Me:"Tellmewhat'sreallygoingon."

Shetriedtositupbutherbodyfailedher.

Thando:(Deepsigh)"I'mtryingtoweenmyselfoff

thedrugs.IknowyouandPhilatriedreallyhardto

getmeintothatexpensiverehabcenter,butIreally

wanttotrytogetmylifebackontrack.Notforme

butformykids.Iowerhenthatmuch.I'vebeen

vomitingallday.It'spartoftheprocess."



Me:"Okay,wellI'mgladyoufinallydecidedtoget

yourlifeontrack.Admittingyouhaveaproblemis

thefirststeptorecovery.I'mreallyproudofyou,

Thando."

Shetriedtosmilebuteventhatseemedtoopainful.

Thando:"Ihopeyoumeanthatandyou'renotsaying

thatjustbecauseyoufeelsorryforme.Ihaven't

exactlybeenthebestsistertoyou,Zee."

Me:"Weallmakemistakes,Thando.Youjusttryto

liedownI'llbringyousomesouplateron."

Thando:"Thanks,Zee.Itreallymeansalottome."

Ismiledandwalkedout.Wow.I'veneverhada

hearttoheartconversationwithmysister,hell!I

haveneverevenhadanyconversationwithherat



all.PerhapsI'mbeingabittoonaive,butI'mglad

she'stryingherlevelbest.Ifsherockedupatmy

housefewmonthsago,Iwould'vebrokendownand

thoughtofallthenegativestuffshe'sdonetome.

ButthenewZiyandalooksattheglasshalffull

insteadofhalfempty.

IwalkeddownandfoundPorschealreadytaking

thefoodoutofthekitchenandintothediningarea.

Justthenmydarlinghusbandandhisbrother

finallygraceduswiththeirpresence.

Porsche:"Tjolena(wowguys)!Youtooklong

enough."

Phila:"Hellotoyoutoo,Porsche."

Sbu:"Shosho,Portia,mosadiwalekgoa(thewhite

man'swife)."



Porsche:"Mxm".

Philacametowardsmeandgavemeakissonthe

lips.

Phila:"Unjani,Sthandwasami(Howareyou,my

love)?"

Me:(Smiling)"I'mwellthanks.Howareyou?"

Phila:"Tiredandhungry."

HeheldmebythewaistandPorscheandSbu

couldn'twaittostartcomplaining.

Porsche:"Ifletloretshwarisakerese(Ifyou'regoing

todothatinfrontofus,I'mleaving."



PhilaandIchuckled.

Phila:"Askies(Sorry),Porsche."

Sbu:"Ihaveanevenbetteridea,howaboutyouandI

dothatinfrontofthemtooandseeifthey'll

appreciateit."

Porsche:"Inyourdreams,Sbu.Mylipsareformy

husbandonly.Besides,youhaveawife,mos.O

kaeena(whereisshe)?"

Sbu:(deepsigh)"Idon'tknow."

PorscheandIlookedateachotherpuzzled.

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow?"



Sbu:"Well,Imeanshetextedmesayingshearrived

hoursago,sonowIdon'tknowwheresheis."

Phila:"Hayibo,callher,bafo(brother).Mywife's

amazingfoodcan'tgotowastelikethat."

Porsche:"Youmean"our"amazingfood.Icooked

too,youknow."

Phila:"Myhumbleapologies,Porsche.YouknowI

canneversidelineyou."

WeweregettingevenmorehungryasSbuspokeon

thephoneforawhile.Bythesoundofthingsit

seemslikeKeleisreluctanttocomehere.He

finallyhungupandgaveusfeedback.

Phila:"Utheni(Whatdidshesay)?"



Sbu:(sigh)"ShesaysIshould'vetoldheraboutthe

dinner.Shewouldhavemadesomeforusatour

houseinstead."

Okay,Keleisreallystartingtoactlikeatotalbitch.

Porsche:"Yazini(Youknowwhat)?Gofetchher.I

meanyouliterallylivenextdoor,sogetinyourcar

andfetchherandifsherefuses,youtellherZee

andIwillcomefetxhherourselves."

Sbulookedreallymiserableandquiteirritatedby

thewholephonecallbutheagreedtotryanyway.

Hewalkedoutaswestarteddishingout.Phila

prayedforus.Ijustkeptsmilingafterwards.My

mantheprayerwarrior.

Asweatewestartedtalkingabouttheofficeand

PhilatoldusheandSbuaremergingcompanies

whichIthinkistotallyawesome.Afteraboutfifteen



minutesSbuwalkedinwithKele.

Shedidn'tseemreallyinterestedinbeinghere,but

shetriedtohideitbyfakingasmile.Porsche

noticedandgaveme'thelook'.Kelelookedabit

different,wearingalongskirtandsleevelessvest.

Shelookedlikeshegainedabitofweight,butI

guessit'sthepregnancy.Yes,Istillfeelateenybit

jealousofher,butI'vebeenhavingsessionswithDr.

SteinoverthephoneandI'mmakingimmense

progress.

Shetoldmethatittakesalotoftimetoheal

especiallysinceit'smysecondmiscarriage.She

encouragedmetofindahobbyorsomethingI

reallyenjoydoing,whichiswhatI'mtryingtodo

rightnow.SbuwalkedtowardsusholdingKeleby

thewaistandshegreetedus.



Kele:"Hey,guys."

Porsche:"Hey,ngwanyanawamosotho(Hey,Sotho

girl).We'vebeenwaitingonyou,man.Areyou

avoidingus?"

Kelelookedabitshyandembarrassedbut

somehowIjustdidn'tbuythisact.

Kele:"No,Iwasjustabitjetlaggedhey.Ineeded

somerest."

Phila:"Well,I'mgladyoucouldmakeit,sqeeza

(Sisterinlaw).Pleasesit."

Sbupulledachairforherandsatnexttoher.The

conversationseemedtoflowandSbuwasalittlebit

ateasebuthewasn'tmakingjokeslikeheusually

does.It'salmostasifhewaswalkingoneggshells



aroundher.Howcanthingschangesodrastically

injustafewweeks?

WewerehavingdessertandthenPhilaaskedto

speaktomeinprivate.Wewentouttothepatio

eventhoughitwasabitchilly.

Me:"What'sup?"

Phila:"IcalledyouasidebecauseIneedyouand

PorschetotalksomesenseintoKele.It'sbad,

Sthandwasami(mylove).

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

HebriefedmeonthewholedramaandhowKele

hasbeenactingupsobadlythatevenMam'Ivyhas

beencomplaining.



Me:"Okay.I'vebeenmeaningtospeaktoherafter

myconversationwithSbuyesterday.We'lltalkto

her."

Phila:"Thanks,Sthandwasami(Mylove).SbuandI

willbeinthestudywhileyouguystalktoher.Be

nice,neh(okay)?"

Hekissednyforeheadandwemadeourwayback.

PhilaleftwithSbusayingtheyhadsomebusiness

todiscuss,muchtoKele'sdismay.Isignaled

PorschethatweneededtotalktoKelewithanudge

andshegotme.

Porsche:"So,Kele,areyoucomingwithustoBee's

funeral?"

Kele:"Uhm,no,Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodideawith

mebeingpregnantandall."



Porsche:"Comeon,Kele.Shewasyourfriend,our

friend.Itwoulddoyougoodtosaygoodbyetoher

andbesides,you'renotshowingyetsoitwon'tbea

problem."

Kele:"Isupposeyou'reright."

Me:"Kele,we'dliketotalktoyouaboutsomething.

Well,Sbuhasbeencomplaining.He'saserious

mess,Kele.Hesaysyou'vechangedandPorsche

andIcanalsoseethechangeinyou.Wewould

justliketoknowwhat'sgoingon."

Andwiththatsaid,shejustsurpriseduswithher

reaction.IexpectedtheoldKele,thefragile,sweet

Keletoreactwithtearsinheeeyesorsomething,

butshejustshowedmethetruemeaningof"oska

bechakamotho(Don'tthinkyouknowapersonwell

enough)".



Kele:"So,youtwosawitfittomeddleintomy

marriage?"

PorschelookedsoannoyedbythatquestionandI

justprayedshedidn'tletlooseaboutthesecret.

Porsche:"Askies(Excuseme)?"

Kele:"Whothehellgaveyoutwotherighttoactlike

fuckingtherapists?Busytalkingtomeabout'my

behaviour'!Lelemanglona(Whodoyouthinkyou

are)?!"

Me:"Kele,calmdown,please.Sbuaskedustotalk

toyou."

Kele:"Sbusiso!Ifheisn'trunninghismouthtohis

motherabouthe,He'sdoingittomysocalled

friends!Idon'tappreciateyourmeddling."



Wow.Iwasleftspeechless,butnotPorsche.Not

inamillionyears.Kelejustaddedfueltothefire.

Porsche:"Listenhere,mosetsanatowe(girl)!You'd

betterfixyourfuckingtonenexttimeyoudecideto

addressZeeandI.We'vebeennothingbut

supportivetoyouandevenforgaveyouforkeeping

thatlittleBelindasecretfromZee.

Ievenforgaveyouforrunningyourmouthaboutmy

personalshittoherwhenIconfidedinyouasa

friend!Gaoswabewaitse,Kele(You'renoteven

ashamedofyourself)!Sbutookyououtofthe

gutterandsavedyoufromalifeofhell.

ZeeandIpracticallymadethathappen.Nowallof

asuddenyouactlikeyou'retheshit!Zeemaybe

kindenoughtotolerateyourshit,butnotme,sesi.

You'dbetterthankyourshittyhormonesforturning



youintoaminipregnantbitch,otherwiseIwould

havefuckedyouuprighthere!

Sbuwagorata(lovesyou)Keleandpoorguyhasto

putupwithyourshitwhenyoucan'tevenmakehim

happybybondingwithhischildrenandmakehim

smile.Ifthisisthethankshegetsforsavingyou

fromScorpion,thengirl,heshouldn'thave,

honestly."

Kelewasshockedfordaysandstartedcrying.

Insteadofconsolingher,Porscherolledhereyes.

Porsche:"Wallanou(You'recryingnow),butyou

weren'tcryingonWhatsAppwhenyoutoldmethat

Zewgetsalltheattentionwhileyougetnothingand

thatshe'salreadyhadhersurnamechangedanda

wholeItalianweddingwhileyouonlygotlobola.Fix

yourlife,otlogelegolla(andstopcrying),man.Zee,

makesureyougivehertheletterBeewrotetoher.

I'llseeyoutomorrowattheoffice."



Shetookherandleft.Wow.Iwasspeechlessonce

againandIjustlookedather.Sothisthingofher

comparingherselftomeisprettyserious,it's

actuallyscary.PerhapsBelindawasreallyright.I

needtobecarefulofthisone.

Kele:"I'msorry,Zee.Ireallyam.It'sjustthat,I've

beensooverwhelmedwitheverything.Ididn't

meantobehavelikethat."

Me:"It'sokay,Kele.Weallmakemistakes.Just

pleasefixyourselfandgethelpfromDr.Stein,

please."

ShejustnoddedandItookouttheletterfrommy

bagandgaveittoher.Sheprobablythoughtitwas

justasimpleletterhenceshedecidedtoopenitin

frontofme.Thiswasagoodopportunityto

analyzeherreaction.Shestartedreadingand



becameuneasyafterafewminutes.Shegotjumpy

instantlyandgotupwhilefoldingtheletter.SoI

decidedtoplaydumb.

Me:"Istheresomethingwrong?Whatdidshesayin

theletter?"

Kele:(nervous)"I...Uh..I..She..It'sjusttoo

traumatictothinksheactuallykilledherself.Ithink

I'llreadthisaloneinmybed.Thanksforthedinner.

TellSbuhe'llmeetmeatthehouse."

Sheranoutofthedoorlikesonicthehedgehog.

Porschewassoright.Weshouldn'ttrustheratall.

ChapterNinetyEight

Sbu

PhilaandIwenttochillinthestudyandIcouldn't



help,buteavesdroponthegirls.Ijusthadtoknow

whereKele'sheadisat.Isawherflippingon

PorscheandZeeinawayI'veneverseenherbefore

-ever.Ican'tevensaythatit'sherhormonesatthis

point.I'mjustsostressed,IfeellikeI'mgoingcrazy.

Totopitalloffshebehavedreallystrangelyafter

ahestartedreadingtheletterBelindawrotetoher.

ZeealreadyshowedPhilathelettershegotfrom

Belindaherselfanditwasjustaplaiandsimple

apologyandanactofremorse.Therewasnothing

tobeastonishedabout.ButwhatifKele'sletteris

somethingelse?Ireallyneedtofindoutwhat's

goingoninthatheadofhers,otherwiseIsee

myselfbeingasinglefatheroffour.

Ziyanda

SbuleftshortlyafterKelestormedoutofhere.

ThingsarejustawkwardandIfeelreallybadabout

witholdingthetruthtoSbu.AmIbecominglikea



miniBelinda?Anyway,Imadeaquicksoupfor

Thandoandtookittoherroom.Iknockedsoftly

beforeenteringandsheseemedlikeshewasonthe

phonebeforesheabruptlyhungup.

Me:"Hey,IhopeI'mnotdisturbingyou.Ijust

broughtyousomesoup."

Thando:"Thankyou,Zee.You'resokind.IknowI

don'tdeserveit."

Shejustkeptlookingatmelikeshejustcouldn't

waitformetoleave.IgotthemessagethoughsoI

decidedtoletherbe.

Me:"Alrightthen.Goodnight."

Thando:"Goodnight."



Ileftandwenttomybedroom.IfoundPhilainbed

alreadyandIquicklywenttotheclosettoremove

myclothes.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).Whatdoyouthink

ofKele'sbehaviour?"

Me:"Babywami,Itrulyfeelshe'sbeenbehaving

reallystrangely.ImeanassoonasyouandSbu

wenttothestudy,shebitoutheadsoff.Shehas

reallyturnedintosomeoneIdon'trecognizeatall.

ShewastellingusthatSburunstoyourmomfor

everythingandnowhe'srunninghismouthtous.I

meanwhotalksabouttheirhusbandlikethat?"

Phila:"Hmm.Manjedidyougivehertheletter

Belindawrotetoher?"

Itriedtoremaincalmandlookastruthfulas

possible.



Me:"Yes,Idid.Sheactedreallystrangeaftershe

startedreadingitthough.Iguessitmusthavebeen

somethinghectic."

PhilastaredatmeforawhileandIjustknewhe

didn'tbelieveme,buthejustwentwithit.

Phila:"Alrigt,mylove.Cometobed.Wehavework

tomorrow."

Kele

IrushedtomyhouseassoonasIcould.Igotto

thebedroomandmadesureIlockedthedoorright

after.Idecidedtostartreadingtheletterfrom

scratchandindeed,Ireadcorrectly.Ididn'tmakea

mistakeassumingshewrotenonsense.Howcould

Belindawritethisshit?!Whatifithadlandedinto

thewronghands?!Comingtothinkofitthesealof



thisenvelopelookstamperedwith,butquestionis

whoreaditfirst?

Itcouldn'thavebeenZeeorPorsche,Imeanthey

wouldhaveconfrontedmebynow.Igenuinely

thoughtthatBelindawouldtakemysecretstothe

graveandnow,Ijustdon'tknowwhototrust

anymore.IfSbufindsoutI'mdoomedforsure.I

needtoactfastandgetridofmydebt.I'monlyleft

withpayingoffBrian'sstupidloanswhichhemade

metakeoutinmyname.WhocomesacrossR500

000onarandomday?IknowonceI'mofficially

marriedtoSbu,I'llhaveaccesstoeverythingandbe

coownerofeverythingheowns.Ihatewhathe's

doingtome,tellingeveryonewhatabadwifeI've

been.Ifhecouldjustmanupandfighttobeonthe

samelevelasPhila,allshallbewell.Ican'twaitto

getmarriedtohim.JustthenSbuknockedonour

bedroomdoorandIdecidedtohidetheletterin

betweenthemattressandthebaseofthebed.I

needtoburnthisletterasinyesterday.Iquicklygot

uptoopenthedoorforhim.



Sbu:"Thembalami(Myhope),whydidyoulock

yourselfin?"

Kele:"Oh,Ijustneededsomepeaceandquietwhile

readingBee'sletter.It'sjustsoheartbreaking."

SbulookedatmeqndsquintedhiseyesandIjust

knewhedidn'tbelievemeatall.

Sbu:"Iunderstand,Thembalami(myhope).Doyou

mindshowingmetheletter?"

IjustgotsoflushedsoquicklythatIhadtothinkof

aquickresponse.

Kele:"Well,Iwouldshowyou,butunfortunatelyI

burntit.Idon'twantanybadmemories.I'msorry."



Sbugavemeaquestioninglook.

Sbu:"Alright,Thembalami(Myhope).Letmego

takeashower."

Igavehimafaintsmileashewenttorhebathroom.

Ican'teventouchtheletternowashecouldwalk

backinatanymoment.

Thando

AssoonasZeeleftIwasabitrelieved.Shealmost

caughtmetalkingtoLloyd,mybabydaddy.Ihadto

runfromhimandhejustkeepstryingtofindme.

Hemademegetintosomeseriousdebtwithhis

supplierandInowowehim200grand.I'mso

stressedandIhadnootherchoicebuttopitchupat

Zee'sdoorstep.Onlyshecanbevulnerableand

stupidenoughtogivemethatkindofmoney.Ijust



needtoactfastandthinkofacleverplansince

Lloydwillfindmeverysoon.Ijustknowit.

ChapterNinetyNine

Ziyanda

It'sSaturdaymorning,thedayofBelinda'sfuneral.I

haven'tbeenokayforthepastfewdays,well

emotionally.AllIkeepthinkingofisKeleandthis

secretI'mkeepingfromSbu.Thandohasn'tbeena

problemoranuisanceatall.Shehasmanagedto

eatatleastandshehelpsoutaroundthehouse.

Philadoesn'tcomplainmuchaboutheranymore.

IhavedecidedtokeepKele'ssecretfornowand

approachheronceshe'scalmeddown.Ihavebeen

prayingforherandSbu'srelationship,butmostly

forhertomakeitthroughthisphaseshe'sgoing

through.



Sbuseemsalotbetterthesefays,Iguesstheyare

reallyworkingthingsout.AllIeverwantedwasfor

SbutoalsobehapoyandforKeletofinallyfindher

happyending.Thiswholenewbehaviourofhers

unsettlesmesomuch.I'mpleasedtosaythatPhila

andIstillpraytogether,evenstillgetupforour

midnightand3amprayers.Ithasbecomepartof

ourroutinenomatterhowmuchkinkysexwehave.

Porschehasbeenhernormalselfbutverydistant

toKele,forobviousreasons.Shedoesn'ttake

secretslikethesetoowell.Drakewillbecomingto

thefuneralwithMelissaandIhonestlycan'twaitto

seeheragain.She'sbeentextingmeeverynow

andthen.SbuandKelearealsocomingatleast.I

hopewecanfinallytalkaboutwhat'sbeen

botheringher.

Thandoisn'tcomingalongsinceshewasn'treally

friendswithBee,andbesides,sheisn'tyetin

perfectconditiontogetoutofthehouse.



PhilaandIdecidedtowaitforPorscheasshe'llbe

drivingwithus.Ikeptfixingmyselfwhilesittingon

thepatioawaitingPorsche'sarrival.Itriedtobe

earlierthanhertodaysinceshe'salwayspunctual.

Ihatefunerals,theyjustmakemenervous.I'mvery

terrifiedofdeathanyway.Philamadeussome

breakfast.He'sjusttoosweet.Justaquick

omelleteandjuice,butIaskedforaMimosainstead

tocalmmynerves.Iknow,it'sonly6am,butone

glasscan'thurt.

Phila:"Hereyougo,Sthandwasami(Mylove).Eat

upbecauseyourfriendhasjustdrivenintothe

yard."

Ai,Porsche.Shehasalwaysbeenthepunctualone

amongstus.Itfrustratedmealotoftimes.She's

justlikePhila,onecanneverbeatthemeveninyour

dreams.Porschewalkedoutofhercarwearingthe

dressIboughther.Shealwayslookslikeadiva.



Youcannevergowrongwithher.Isettledforone

ofthedressesIboughtinItalyaswell.Belowthe

knee,lacefrontandaslitattheback.Ithasaone

handedshoulderwithabigblackroseontop.I

styledmyhairintoanicebunlikeLucianodidfor

mywedding.Ihonestlytried.Philaisimpressedas

alwaysandcan'tstopcomplimentingmelikewe're

goingtoaparty.He'swearingoneofhisbuttonup

Italiansuits.Saynomore.

Porsche:"Morning,family!Lesajakgane(You're

stilleating)?!Phila,yourwifeiscorruptingyou.

You'returningintoalatepersoneverysinceyougot

married.IthinkIneedtocallDr.Phil."

PhilaandPorschelaughedoutloudwhileI

chuckled.

Phila:"Hayisuka(stopit)man,Porsche.Mywife

hatesfunerals,theymakehersoanxioussoI'm

tryingtocalmhernervesbeforeweleave."



Porsche:"Justdownthatmimosalikeyouusedto

backinVarsity,babe.Areyeng(let'sgo)."

Porscheandherbigmouth.Philalookedatmewith

amischievoussmile.

Phila:"Soyouwereawildcatbackinvarsity?"

Me:"Eish,youasktoomuch,babywami(mybaby).

I'lltellyousomeothertime."

Aswewereheadingout,SbuandKelecamebyin

Sbu'sBMWcoupeandbeeped.

Sbu:"Hey,guys!MywifeandIwouldliketojoinyou

guysforoneridetothefuneralifthat'sokay."



Porschewentsourimmediately,butIwasallforit.

Wecan'ttreatKelelikeanoutsider.We'vebeen

throughsomuchtogether.I'msureshehasher

reasonsastowhyshedidwhatshedid.

Phila:"Sure,noproblem.I'llgetZee'snewMerc.I'm

surewecanallsqueezeourselvesinthere."

SbuparkedhiscaroutsidewhilewewaitedforPhila

tobringthecararound.Kelecameoutlooking

reallyfabulous,wearinganiceVersacedress.

She'sneverbeenoneforbrandedclothes.Ilikethis

look.Gobigorgohome,right?Shelookedalot

morejollythanourlastencounter.

Kele:"Heyguys.Lekae(Howareyou)?"

Porsche:"Jah,Kele."



Me:"Hey."

Kele:"IthinkIneedtoapologizeformybehaviour

theothernight.Iwasoutoflineguys.I'mreally

tryingtopullmyselftogetherbyattendingmy

psychologistsessions.Dr.SteinsaysIhave

sufferedalotoftraumaandasaresult,I'vebeen

diagnosedwithdepressionandanxiety.I'mnot

tryingtomakeexcuses.You'remyfriendsandI

loveyou.Pleaseforgiveme."

See?Thatwasn'tsohard.I'vebeentherebefore.I

didn'thaveseveremoodswingslikeherbutI've

beenthere.Amdworstpartshe'spregnantsowe

havetobesupportiveandcaring.

Me:"It'sfine,Kele,really.Right,Porsche?"

Porsche:"I'llforgiveyouafterwehaveaserious

chat.Fornowlet'sleavethatinthepast,okay."



Weallgotin.SbuwasinthefrontwhileKele,

PorscheandIwereattheback.Porschesat

inbetweenussinceshe'salotsmallerthanthetwo

ofus,butwiththethreeofushavingcurves,it

makesitalothardertobecomfortableseated.

Porsche:"So,Kele,myfriend,isitsafetoaskhoe

thebabiesaredoingnow?"

Kele:(giggling)"Yes,itis.I'm16weekspregnant

now.Ihopeit'sokaythatItalkaboutmypregnancy

withyou,Zee."

I'vebeenmakingalotofprogress,ALOT.SoIdon't

getthatupsetanymorewhenshetalksaboutitor

whenIthinkaboutchildren.

Me:"Ofcourse,Kele.Noneedtoask.Remindmeto

giveyouyourpresent.Igotitspeciallymadefor



youwhileIwasinItaly."

Kele:"Howwasthewedding?Isawafewpictures

onInsta.Youreallylookedamazing,Zee.Itotally

lovedthedress."

Iwasreallyintunewiththisconversation.Iliked

thatKelewasslowlygettinfbacktoheroldself,and

Ihopethatthisdaydoesn'tgetruined.

Me:"Thankyou."

Porsche:"Whenisyourwedding,chomi(friend)?"

Kele:"Onmybirthday,31stofMay.We'vebeen

planningthough.IhopeitsokaythatIuseSophie

LaGrangeasmyweddingplannertoo,Zee?"



Okay,let'shopethisisnotoneofherstuntsto

'compare'betweenourrelationships,butIwentwith

it.

Me:"It'sseriouslyokay.Don'tworryaboutit.I've

hadmyweddingalready,sowe'llonlydothe

traditionalweddingnow."

Wespokeaboutotherstufflikelifeandmarriage

andthetwinsandMam'Ivy.Wefinallyarrivedat

Belinda'shomeandthetentwasfilled.Inever

thoughtBelindawasthisfamousandIcanonly

hopethatthesepeoplecametosaygoodthings

aboutherandnottowitnessifshe'sreallydead.

WefoundDrakeandMelissawaitingforusandshe

lookedsogorgeousinherblacksatindress.She

hasthosemodeltypeofbodies,butnotthinatall

likeNatashawas.Herskinisjusttooflawless,and

shewashidinghergrayeyesbehindherGucci

sunglasses.



ItriedtozoominandseeifI'dnoticeZodwainthe

crowd,butshewasn'tthere.IdidseeDavid,though,

Lunga'sdadandhegavemeabriefwavefrom

wherehewasseatedandIwavedback.Phila

wasntimpressed,butI'matafuneralsoIhaveto

greetpeople.NexttohimIsawLungaandanother

guywholookslikehimandIassumethat'sMthunzi.

Myheartstartedbeatingalittletoofast.Ihaven't

seenhimsinceIcan'tevenremember.Helooked

backandnoticedmeinthecrowdandsmiledatme.

IkeptastraightfaceandPhilatightenedhishand

aroundmineandtightenedhisjaw.Icouldseehe

wasabitirritated,buthedidn'twanttoberudeata

friend'sfuneral.

Thefuneralwasverybeautifulanddignified.The

chairswerenicelycoveredinwhiteandblackcloths

withgoldbows,theircoffinsweresoelegantand

graceful,itjustseemslikesuchaproperwayto

sendthemoff.Andeveryonewhowasonthe



programmesaidreallynicestuffaboutJuniorand

Belinda.

ThenextspeakercameanditwasLunga.Oh,gosh.

Thismightnotendwell.Hesaidsomereallyweird

stuffinhisspeech,itfeltlikeitwasdirectedtome

sincehekeptlookingatmethewholetimeandit

justmademeveryuncomfortable.

Lunga:"Firstly,I'dliketogreetallofyouinthename

ofJesusChrist.Ithankyouallforbeinghereto

sendaproperfarewelltomybelovedson

NkosiyaboJuniorNgcoboandhisbelovedmother

BelindaMogashoa.AsyouallknowBelindawasa

verytroubledpersonthroughoutallherlife,butthat

wascausedbypeoplewhotookadvantageofher-

evenmeatsomepoint.

Wecanonlyhopethatsheforgivesusandthat

theyarebothrestinginpeace.I'dliketoleaveyou

withafewwordsofcomfort:Loveisreallyrareto



find,soonceyoufinditandexperienceit-please,

don'teverletgoofthepersonyoulovebecause

trueloveonlycomesbyonceinlife."

Helookedatmethewholetimeandsmiledafter

deliveringhisspeech.Thecrowdstartedsingingas

Belinda'smomwascryinginthefrontwhilebeing

consoledbyafewotherpeople.Philareallyfelta

bitoffendedbyLungaandItotallyunderstand.I'm

justshockedatthewayhespoke.Firstlyhesaid'I

greetyouinthenameofJesus'.

LungawasneverafanofGod.Maybehe'sfinally

outofZodwa'sspell.Iguessmaybehehas

changedandfoundhimself.Ijustdon'tliketheway

he'sbeenstaringatme,especiallyafterhe'sbeen

sendingmecreepysms'es.Ievenhadtoblockhis

nunber,buthetriesanewnumbereveryday.I

haven'ttoldPhilaaboutitsinceIjustdon'twanthim

togetupsetorevenkillhim.Whilethecrowdwas

singingPorschewhisperedinmyearsinceshewas



sittingnexttome.

Porsche:"Modimogabapaleshame(Goddoesn't

playshame).Lungaabolelamonateso(Lunga

saidsuchanicespeech).Didyouseethewayhe

wasstaringatyou?You'dbettertellhubbywhat

he'sbeenuptobeforeshithitsthefan."

Ijustkeptquiettryingtodigestwhatshejustsaid.

Trulyspeakingshewasright.IfIdon'ttellhim,we

mightexperiencealotofdramatodayeven.

Thepriestandthechurchusheredusoutaswe

madeourwaytoourcars.DrakeandMelissa

followedbehindus.Wedidn'treallysaymuchon

ourwaytothegraveyard,butIcouldsensePhila's

moodandtension.Maybetheycouldallsenseit

hencetheywerequiet.Porschewastakingafew

picturesofherselfinthecar,whileKelewasdeepin

thoughtstaringoutthewindow.



Wefinallyarrivedatthegraveyardandthesunwas

scorchinghotbythen.Lunga,DavidandMthunzi

walkedpastus.Davidgreetedallofusbrieflyand

sodidMthunzi.WhenLungatriedtoholdmyhand

Philashothimadeathstareandhewalkedpast.

ThePriestsaidwhathesaidandheaskedthe

familytocomeandthrowsomesoilintohergrave.

Thenitwastimeforfriendstogoandthrowin

somesoil,Isupposethisritualistobringpeace

untoyoutheonewho'ssayinggoodbye.

PorscheandIstayed,whileKeledecidedtogodo

it.Sbuwalkedwithherholdingherbythewaistand

Keleshedafewtears.Isupposefuneralshavea

wayofmakingsomeonethink-alot.Porsche

whisperedinmyearonceagain.

Porsche:"Wabonadibetsagaediyamoja(Yousee

hersinsarecatchingupwithher)."



Thecoffinsfinallywentdownaspeoplestarted

singing"ThulaMntwanami".Peoplestartedwailing

andcryingfromallsortsofanglesatthispoint.

Somewereevenfainting.Ireallyhatethispart.I

seriouslyhatefuneralsjustforthisparticular

reason.thefactthatoncethecoffingoesdown

you'llnevergettoseethosepeopleeveragain.All

thatwillbeleftismemoriesandpictures.

Weleftthegraveyardafterawhileandheadedback

tothehousetoeat.Aswewereabouttostandin

thequeue,someonefromBee'sfamilycameto

fetchus,includingDrakeandMelissa.Wefollowed

herintothehouse.Wehadaspecialsetupforus

ontheothersideoftheyard,apparentlywewere

"VIP's".Bee'smomandauntjustcouldn'tstop

thankingusforthegenerousdonationswemade.

Wesatoutsideundertheverandaandweateour

food.IsawDavidandLungaapproachingusyet

againandIjustfeltlikehellisabouttobreakloose.



ItriedtoreadPhila'sexperessionandIjustknewhe

wasreadytokill.Sbuontheotherhandhada

nastyexpressiononhisface.Yoh,Idon'tknowifI

shouldrunornot.

David:"Sawubonamakoti(Hello,mydaughterin

law)."

IseeDavidhasaseriousdeathwish.

David:"Unjani(howareyou)?"

Phila:(annoyed)"EkseMdeva(HeyDavid),awuboni

ukuthiumfaziwamilo(Can'tyouseethisismy

wife)?Orhaveyoulostyourmemory?"

David:"I'msorry,Mamba.Imeantnodisrespect.

I'mjustusedtocallingherthat."



Sbu:"Well,getunusedtoitandbeatit,khehla(old

man)."

TheybothkeptastraightfacestaringatDaviduntil

hewalkedaway.HetriedtopullLungatowardshis

direction,butLungaattemptedtospeaktome.

Lunga:"Zee,I..."

Hedidn'tevengettofinishhissentence.

Phila:"Ufunaukufane(Youwanttodie,hey)?

Hambalana(leavemysight)beforeweattendyour

funeralnextweek."

LungaleftwhilePhilaclickedhistongue.

Sbu:"Eh,Bafo(Brother),thatboyuyadelela(is



disrespectful).Weneedtokeepaseriouseyeon

him."

Philawashuffingquietlyunderhisbreathand

Mthunziwalkedtowardsus.

Mthunzi:"Heita(Hey)gents.Zikhipaninikwateso

(Whyareyousoangry)?"

Sbu:"Mxm,youruselesstwinistryinghisluckon

mybrother'swifehere."

Mthunzi:"Eish,hade(sorry)Mamba.I'vebeentying

totalktohimabouthisstrangebehaviour.He's

evenstoppedtakinghispillssinceafterthe

accident.Ieventoldhimtostopobsessingover

Zeeandstopcontactingher."

DidMthunzireallyhavetosaythat?I'mseriously



dead.IsawPhila'sfaceriseupashegavemea

sternlook,ItriedtolookatPorschewhojusthada

"Itoldyouso"lookonherface.Ijustlookeddown

inshame.

Phila:"He'sbeentalkingtomywife?!"

Mthunzi:"No,he'sbeenstalkingheralloversocial

mediaandsendinghertextmessages.I'mtryingto

gethimprofessionalhelp.ThatbitchZodwafucked

himuprealbadly.Hethinkshe'sinlovewithZee

andistryingtowinherback.Ithoughtshetold

you."

Yep,I'mgoingtodietoday.Philatriedtokeephis

cool.

Phila:"Thanks,Mthunzi.Pleasejustkeepaneyeon

him."



Mthunzi:"Noworries,I'monit.Seeyougents."

MthunziwalkedawayandIstartedtrembling.

Me:"Phila,canItalktoyouforasecond?"

Phila:"Notnow,Zee."

Okay.He'sseriouslyangryatme.Ithoughtwe

wouldheadhomeaftereating,butnope.Sbu,Drake

andPhiladecidedit'stimetohavesomefunand

celebrateBee'slife-kasistyle.Youguessedit.Ke

nakoyadivisnons(It'stimeforaftertears).

IwassoshockedtoseeBelinda'sauntsbringout

alcoholandgaveitouttopeople.Thecollection

moneymusthavecomeinhandy.Shebroughta

niceJackDanielsbottleforSbu,DrakeandPhila,

buttheyfeltlikedrinkingrealstuff.Philadidn'twant



toleavemeintheyardincaseLungacamebackfor

me,sohetoldSbutogobuydrinkswithmewhile

weleftthembehind.Maybeit'shiswayofcooling

downwithoutmeinthepicture.Sbualreadyknows

whatwealldrinksotherewasnoneedforusto

writeitdown.IgotinthecarwithSbuandwedrove

offtothenearestbottlestore.

SbuplayedsomemusicinthecarandIdecidedto

tryandaskhimifPhilaisokay.

Me:"Sbusiso,what'supwithPhila?"

Sbu:(chuckling)"Ziyanda,onlymomandKelecall

methat.Kelecallsmethatwhenshe'sangryatme.

He'sfinesinceIlastchecked.Whydon'tyouask

him?He'syourhusband,angithi(right)?"

SameoldSbu.Toyingwithme.



Me:"Sbu,I'mbeingserious."

Sbu:"SoamI."

Istaredathimwhilehewasabouttoparkata

nearbybottlestore.

Sbu:"Bona(look)Zee.Youknowhe'sangry,Iwould

alsobe.Youkeptitsecretfromhiminsteadof

tellinghimthatyourabusiveexhusbandisstalking

you.Whatifhekidnappedyouorsomething?"

Yep,He'sgotapoint.Ikeptquietandlookeddown.

Me:"Look,allyouneedtodoisgethimniceand

drunkrightnowandgivehimthebestsexofhislife.

Don'tforgettheblowjob.Ihearyou'resupergood

atthat."



Hewinkedatmeandsmiledashegotoutofthecar,

leavingmesuperembarrassed.HowmuchDid

PhilareallytellSbuaboutoursexlife?

ChapterHundred

Ziyanda

SbuandIgotsomedrinksforus;Whiskeyandtonic

forthem,somCoronaforMelissaandsome

SavannaforPorscheandI.JuiceforKeleofcourse

andwecouldn'tforgettheice.Weheadedback

listeningtosomehousemusic.Iseealotof

differencebetweenSbuandPhila.Hadthisride

beenwithPhila,we'dbelisteningtosomeOperaor

soulmusic.HehardlylistenstoHousemusiclike

Sbudoes.Sbuontheotherhandisapurekasiboy,

butaveryclassykadiboy.HeandDrakealittlebit

alike.

Wegotbacktothehouseanditwasevenmore



packed.Seemslikesomepeopledon'tlike

attendingfunerals,butloveaftertears.Therewas

musicplayingfromthetent.IguessBelinda's

familyhiredaDJtoplaysomemusicforthepeople.

Thetentwasahugestretchtent,sotherewasno

troubleineveryonehearingit.

Whenwelookedfortherestofthegang,Philacame

towardsuswithPorsche.Philadidn'tevensaya

wordtomewhilePorschesignaledforuswhere

theywereseated.Theyhadmovedfromtheyardto

thetent,thankgoodnessitwasabitfarfromtheDJ.

Melissa,Porsche,KeleandIwereseatednextto

eachother,whileDrakewasseatednexttoMthunzi.

ItriedlookingaroundforLunga,buthewasatthe

farendofthetentwithhisfatherandsomeguys.

Thankgoodnesshegotthemessageloudandclear.

Mthunziwillfitrightintothisgangoftheirsbecause

theyallsharethesamesentiments-killthosewho

botherus.



Melissahasnoworryaboutsuchalifesinceshe

herselfhaskilledbefore.Kelehassomebigballs

sincesheshotBeeinthehead.Iguessonly

PorscheandIaregunvirginsinthiscrowd.Phila

ansSbuapproacheduswiththedrinksinthecooler

bag.SeemsliketheycamepreparedbecauseI

didn'tseehimputthecoolerinthebootthis

morning.

Wewereseatednexttooneanotherinacircle,

leavingasmallspaceinfrontofthecoolerincase

oneofusneededtogotothetoilet.Philasat

oppositeme,whileMthunzisaidoppositePorsche

andkepteyeingherbythewaydespiteknowing

she'smarried,SbusaidoppositeKelewhileDrake

satoppositeMelissa.

IneverknewPhilawasintosuchthings,butwhy

amIsurprised?Hegrewupekasiandprettymuch

allofusdid,evenMelissa.Ikeptthinkinghow



impressedIwasandproudofbothSbuandPhila

fornotallowingmoneytochangethematall.Itried

staringatPhila,buthedidn'tevenmindme.Sbu

keptaskingKeleifshewasokay,butPhilanever

evebbothered.Hewasjustsointunewiththeir

conversationandlaughinghispantsoff.Allhedid

formewasopenmybeerformeandkepthanding

medrinks.

PorschenoticedhowIkeptmyeyesonPhila.

Porsche:"Leavehim,man,Zee.He'sjustbeingabit

difficult.Lewenastopstaringathimlikethat.

Can'tyouseehe'senjoyingmakingyousweat?"

Ilookedatherconfused.

Porsche:"He'signoringyouandhecanclearlysee

you'renottakingitwell.Leavehimandenjoy

yourself,man."



Shewasright.IdecidedtopaynomindtoPhila

andthegirlsandIhadagreattime.Thecrowd

startedfeelingthemusicandalmosteveryonewas

dancing.BythatImeaneveryonewasdancing-

evenPhila,DrakeandSbu-exceptKeleandI.

Iwasbeyondshocked.InallmylifeIhadnever

seenPhiladance.Maybeonceortwicewhenwe

wereinschool,butthatwasit.Sbuwasapretty

gooddancer,He'salwaysbeen.EvenMthunziwas

dancing,thoughhewasn'tgoodatit,buthemoved

around.Somegirlwalkedbywithhertwofriends

andstoppedtolookatSbu.

Girl:"Yohchomi(wowfriend)!Monnaoodelicious

gore(Thismanlooksdelicious).Lookathowloosr

heis.Ibethe'sgoodinbedplusbonaoaperedi

Gucci(plushe'sdressedinGucci).He'ssurely

loaded."



Girl2:"Theyallseemloadedchomi,pitybanyetsedi

kobo(pitythey'remarriedtouglywomen)."

Theylaughedandwalkedaway.Iwasn'teven

botheredbytheircomments,whileKeleseemeda

bittouched.Shefixedherglassesandlookeddown.

Porsche:"Hayi(no)manlenaleletwo(youtwo).

Emellanglejaive(getupanddance)insteadof

sittingherelikeyou'reourgrannies.Nowonder

theselowlifebitcheskeepstaringatuslikewe're

notwiththesemen."

Melissa:"IagreewithPorsche.Getup."

Shetriedpullingusup,butKeleprotested.

Kele:"Ican'tdancetosavemyownlife."



Melissa:"Nonsense!Ifyoucanwalk,thenyoucan

mostdefinitelydance.YouneedtosurpriseSbu

everynowandthen.Showhimyoucanmovethat

bigassofyours!"

WealllaughedandIdecidedtogetupandtryto

dance.Dancinghasneverreallybeenmyspecialty

andPorscheknowsittoowell.Keletriedmoving

herhipsabit,whileIalsotriedmoving.Ifollowed

whatPorschewasdoingandMelissaseemedlike

shewasaproatdancing.Shemovedlikethere

wasnotasingleboneinherbody.

Afterafewmoredrinks,Icouldn'tevencareif

peoplewerewatching.Istartedgettingthehangof

thedancing,IevenforgotaboutLungaandDavid

ontheotherside.Peoplekeptcheeringusbecause

bynowallofusweredancing.Sbuwasso

impressedwithKelehewasherlittlecheerleader.

Ilovemomentslikethese.Beinghappyand



carefreeandjustlettinggo.Itriedtositandcatch

mybreath,butPhilacamefrombehindmeand

wrappedhisarmsaroundme.Hiscologne

hypnoyizedmemakingmeinstantlywet.Icould

seethosethreemeangirlsgivingmesneeringlooks,

butIdidn'tcare.

Phila:(whisperinginmyear)"You'resuchagood

dancer,Sthandwasami(mylove)."

Ismiledanddecidedtorespondtohiswhiskey

taintedbreath.Atleasthewastalkingtomenow.

Me:"Hmm,sonowuyang'khulumisa(you'retalking

tome)?"

Phila:"Waituntilwegethome,I'msogoingto

punishyou."



HekissedmyneckgentlyandIclosedmyeyes

forgettingwe'reinthemiddleofpeople.

Porsche:"Getaroom,guys!"

WelaughedandIfeltalittlebutembarrassedasI

satbackdownnexttoher.

Porsche:"See?Itoldyou.Owarafela(Youworry

toomuch)."

AfewscarylookingguyscametowardsbutPhila,

SbuandDrakegreetedthemliketheyknoweach

other.Theycamewithonereallygoodlookinggirl

wholookedabitlikeMelissa.

Melissa:"Oh,mygosh,Rachel!Langtyd,myhond

(longtime,mydog).Waarkruipdjyweg(Where

haveyoubeenhiding)?"



TheyhuggedandthisRachelgirllaughed

Rachel:"Ag,djykenmos,hierendaar(Youknow,

hey,hereandthere)."

Melissa:"Wherearemymanners.Zee,Porscheand

Kele,thisisRachel,mycousin.Rachel,theseare

myfriends."

Shehadquitealottattoosonherarmsandlegs,but

otherthanthatshewasverybeautifulandhadthe

samebodyasMelissa.Shehadgorgeouslong,

blackhairandbeautifulgrayeyesaswell.

Thesegirlshavereallygoodgenes.Rachelseemed

verybubblyandfriendly,butshewalksaroundwith

thesetypeofguystellingmeshe'llcutyouifyou

steponherbadside,muchlikeMelissa.Rachel

joineduswhiletheothertwoguysjoinedPhilaand



them.Sbuontheotherhandwascaptivatedby

Rachel'sbeauty.Kelelookedveyunimpressed.

WefoundoutabitmoreaboutthisRachel,she

staysinMenlopark,notfarfromusandshe'sabit

ofagangster.I'mnotsurewhatkind.Keledidn't

engagemuchintheconversation,insteadshekept

eyeingRachel.RemindsmeofthefirstdayImet

Natasha.Insecurityisarealbitch.

IfeltlikeIneededthetoiletandwhisperedtoPhila

thatIwasgoingtopee,butheaskedPorscheto

comewithme.Iswearthisguywantsmeallto

himself.PorscheandIwenttothetoiletinsidethe

houseastheonesoutsidewereabitfull.

Porsche:"Ai,monnawagaoooverprotective(your

manisoverprotective)."

Me:"Mxm,don'tactlikeyoursisn't.Hefollowsyou



everywhereyougo,literally."

WebothlaughedasIwentintothetoiletfirst.Igot

outandwaitedforPorschetofinishupwhileI

waitedoutsidethetoilet.Ifeltsomeonegrabmy

handandIfeltstartledandquicklyturnedaround.

ItwasLunga.Iyankedmyhandfromhisquickly.

Lunga:"Zee,mayIpleasetalktoyou?"

Me:"No,Lunga.Pleasestopharassingmeand

disrespectingmyhusbandlikethat.I'mamarried

womannow."

Hegrabbedmyarmagain,muchtighterthistime

andItriedtoletgo,butheheldontoitverytight.I

triednottomakeasceneinthehouse,butmost

peoplewereseriouslydrunkandhardlynoticed



Me:"Lunga,you'rehurtingme."

Lunga:"Ijustwanttotalktoyou."

PorschecameoutandsawthatIwastryingtoget

outofLunga'sgripandshequicklyhithimwithher

handbag.

Porsche:"Voetsek(pissoff)psychokewena(you

psycho)!Can'tyouseeyou'rehurtingher?!"

Peoplearoundthehousewerestartingtostareand

oneoftheauntscametowardsus.

Aunt:"Iseverythingokayhere?Heywena

moshimane(Heyboy),gaobonegorewamo

gobatsa(can'tyouseeyou'rehurtingher)?She's

notevenyourwife.LethergobeforeIcallher

husband."



LungaletgoofhisgripandPorscheandIgotout

ofthehouseandmadeourwayout.Beforewegot

towherewewereseated,Iwasabouttocryuntil

Porschetoldmetofixmyself.

Porsche:"Zee,fixyourselftoe(please).GePhilaa

kagobonaolesogotlonyewa(ifPhilaseesyou

likethisallhellwillbreakloose)."

Icomposedmyselfandwalkedback.Itriedrubbing

myarmsothattheredmarkwouldn'tshow,buthis

fingersalreadyleftamarkonmyarm.

WewenttositbackdownandPhilalookedatme.I

triedtofakeasmile,buthesawmerubbingmyarm

andhisfacechangedimmediately.Hewalkedupto

me.

Phila:"Ugrand(areyouokay)?"



Me:"I'mfine."

IlookedovertowhereLungawasseated,and

Lungamadeeyecontactwithme.Philamatched

thedotsandhegotpissed.Hewasabouttowalk

uptoLunga,butPorschestoppedhim,leavingthe

restofthegangconfused.Sbuquicklygotupas

well.

Porsche:"Phila,don't.Isortedhimout,okay."

Phila:(breathingheavily)"Whatdidhedotoher?"

Porsche:"Nothing.Hetriedtotalktoher,butLunga

kepttryingtogetherattentionamdhegrabbedher

arm.Leavehimfornow.It'snottherightplacefor

that.Wecan'tdisrespectBee'sfamilylikethat."



ThankgoodnessforPorsche'sreasoningbecause

helistenedandbackeddown.Hepulledmebymy

armandwewenttostandnearthecar.Helooked

atmyarmandhisjawtightenedinstantly.

Phila:"Isitpainful?"

Me:"Justalittlebit.Itwillfade,don'tworry."

Phila:"Uzonyalomsunu(Thatassholewillshit

himself).Noonetouchesmywoman."

Itriedtocalmhimdownandhekissedme.We

wentbacktothecrowdandweenjoyedtherestof

theday.WeevenmadeatoasttoBelinda.WhatI

likeaboutfuneralsandweddingsisthattheyhavea

wayofbringingpeopletogether.

ChapterHundredandOne



Ziyanda

Everyoneofuswasabittipsyafterafewdrinks.

PorscheleftearlierthanallofuswithanUber

requestedbydearRobert,whiletherestofusleftat

6pm.Shewasprettywasted.Peoplewerestill

enjoyingthemselves,butIwasabittired.Icouldn't

saythesameforkele.

ShewassourthewholedayeversinceRachel

arrived.Thecarridehomewasn'tverypleasantfor

hereitherasshewasjustquietthewholeway.I

triedmakingconversation,butshejustseemed

disinterested.

Weorderedsomehotwingsonourwayhometo

feedourcravings.Westoppedbyabottlestoreto

grabafewmoredrinksandonceSbucameback,

heaskedthatweswopseats.Isatinthefront

whilePhilawasdrivingwhilehesatatthebackwith

Kele.Philakeptbrushingmythigheverynowand



thenwhileSbukepttryingtokissKele,butIheard

hermurmuringtellinghimstop.

Wefinallyarrivedhometoadisturbingsight.The

guardswereasleepontheportchandsomeonthe

patio.Blazerwasofftodaysowewereallquite

confused.

PhilaandSbugotoutfirstwhileKeleandIwalked

outafterthem.Thefrontdoorwasn'tevenlocked

andwaslefthalfopen.Asweentered,alotof

thingsweremissing;thefridgewasalsoleftopen

withsomealcoholmissingfromthekitchenand

somefoodonthefloorandsomeonthetable.It

wasreallymessy.

PhilaandSbuwererunningaroundthehouse

checkingifthere'sanyoneinthehouse.Theguards

weren'twakingupanditlookedliketheywere

drugged.Isawourcouchesweremissing,evenour

whitecarpet.Thetvfromtheloungewasalso



missing.Iquicklyranupstairstocheckif

everythingwassecureinourbedroom.Tomy

horror,afewofmyshoesandclothingwere

missing,especiallythebrandnewitemsIbought

backinItaly.

Icheckedformyjewelryandmyengagementring

wasmissingalongwithmydiamondnecklaceand

earringsIworeonmyweddinginItaly.Idon'tcare

aboutalotofstuff,butIcareaboutthose.The

memoriesthatcomewiththemandtheycostPhila

afortune!They'reworthoveramillion!Ihurriedto

Thando'sroomtofinditempty!Thebitcheventook

someofmybeddingalongwiththetvanddecoder

inthebedroom.

IwalkedoutandheadeddownstairsasItried

callingThandobutthenIrememberedInevertook

hernumber.Icouldn'tseeKeleanymoreandI

assumedshewentbackhome.Philawalkedoutof

theStudywithSbubusycursing.



Phila:"Fuck!Thatbitchmessedwiththewrongman,

Bafo(brother)."

Me:"What'swrong?"

Phila:"It'syourbloodysister!Itoldyounottotrust

her.Shedidn'tevenwaitaweekbeforeshetriedto

cleanusout."

Oh,gosh.I'llneverheartheendofthis.I'mto

blame,Iknowit.SuddenlyIbecamesober

immediately.

Sbu:"Thandoorganizedsomeguystoposeas

employeesofsomemovingcompany.Theyarethe

oneswhotookeverything,evenR20000cashfrom

thestudy."



AndhereIwasthinkingthatThandohadchanged.I

reallyregretturningablindeyetoPhilaand

Porsche'swarnings.

ChapterOneHundredandTwo

Ziyanda

Philawasfumingandhardlysaidawordtome

whileSbuwenttohishousetocheckonKele.I

wasn'teventooworriedaboutherrightnow.

Thandofuckedmeoverrealbadly.SbuandIfound

tracesofwhitepowderonthekitchencounter.He

saysitscocaine.

Oneoftheguardswokeupandexplainedwhat

happened.Thandogavethemfoodasagenerous

gestureseeingthatBlazerwasn'taround.Theother

twoguardsweren'twakingupandtheirpulseswere

gettingweaker,soSbuorganizedanambulancefor

themandrequestedDraketoattendtothemas



usual.

I'msodisappointedinmyself,Itrustedmyown

sisterwhowasneverthereforme-ever.Nowshe

lacedourguards'foodwithdrugsandtwonearly

died.Thisistoomuchforme.I'msooverwhelmed

andthealcoholinmysystemisn'tdoingmeany

justice,soIdecidedtogooutsideonthepatioand

callGogobeforeIbrokedown.

Gog'Kganyi:"Yebo,Ziyanda.Unjani,Mntwanami

(Howareyou,mychild)?"

Itriedtokeepmytearsinbuttheyfelldown

immediatelyafterhearinghervoice.

Gog'Khanyi:"Ziyanda,what'swrong?"

Me:"I..It's..uThando,Gogo.Shestolefromus.We



gothomefromthefuneralandfoundalmost

everythinginthehousegone,Gogo.Includingcash

fromPhila'sstudyandmyjewelry.Manje(now)

Philaisn'ttalkingtomebecauseIfailedtolistento

hiswarning."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ziyanda,mybaby.Wipethosedamn

tearsoffyourface.Youmadeamistake-abigone,

butit'snotunforgivable.Wena(You)justtellPhila

togetTonytofindThando'sboyfriend.Hisnameis

LloydandheworksforRazor.FindLloyd,you'llfind

Razorandthenyou'llfindThando.You'llalsobe

abletolocateyourthings.Nomorecryung,man.

Mybloodlineisn'tweak."

ItrustGogotogiveyoutheharshtruth.

Me:"Yebo(Yes)Gogo,Ihearyou."

Gog'Khanyi:"Good.Nowgogivethatgrumpyman



ofyourssomegoodoldsex.Sizakhuluma(We'll

talk)."

ShehungupandIwipedoffmytears.Iwentback

insidethehouseandfoundSbuinthekitchen.I

tookadeeobreath.

Me:"Sbu,IjustspoketoGogo.ShesaidThandois

datingLloydandhe'sworkingforRazor."

Sbu:(Chuckling)"Ai,Thando.Whywouldsheget

involvedwithalowlifelikeLloyd?Don'tworry.

We'llfindherandyourstuff,don'tstress."

Me:(Teary-eyed)"It'sjust..Philaismadatmenow

andIdon'tblamehim.Ican'tevenfacehim."

Sbu:"HawuQhawekazi(Heroine),don'tcryman.

Philawillbefine.Hecan'tbemadatyouforlong.



Gotohim,I'llsortthisout.Bytomorrowmorning,

you'llhaveyourstuffback.Ipromise."

Igavehimafaintsmileandwenttothebedroom.I

foundPhilawipinghimselfoffafterhejusttooka

shower.Helookedsourashell.

Me:"Babywami(mybaby),canwetalk?"

Hejustkeptquiet.

Me:"Phila,please.YouhateitwhenIdothatto

you."

Phila:(deepsigh)"Whatdoyouwantmetosay,Zee?

ThatItoldyouso?Thatbitchcameintoourhouse

andhadthenerve,theaudacitytostealfromus?!

I'mangry,Zee.AndI'mgoingtokillher!"



Ijustbrokedown.

Me:"I'msorry,Phila.Ireallyam."

Itriedtowalktothebathroom,butheheldmeback,

andpulledmetohim.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).I'mverysorry.It's

notyourfaultyoursisterisoneungratefulbitch.

I'mnotmadatyou,I'mjustangrythatIdidn'tsee

thiscoming.Igotblindsightedbyajunkie.I'mmad

thatshealwaystookyouforgrantedandthisone

timeyoufellforit."

Icriedonhischest.

Phila:"Lookatme,mylove."



Ilookedupathimandhewipedawaymytears.

Phila:"Ngiyak'thandayezwa(Iloveyou,okay)?"

Ijustnoddedashegentlykissedme.Helaymeon

thebedandmadesweetlovetome.Istillfeelvery

angryandupsetwithThando.Ireallyamnotsureif

I'llforgiveherforthis.

Gog'Khanyi

Justwhenthingsweregoingsmoothly,this

nonsensehappens.KodwaNkulunkulu(ButGod),

whyungathatiuThando(whydon'tyoutakeThando)

sowecanallliveinpeace?Thischildhasbeen

nothingbuttroubleeversinceshewasbornnje.

Gog'Khanyi:"Yazini(Youknowwhat)Florah,Thando

istestingmypatience.Ngizombulala(I'mgoingto



killher)."

Mam'Masango:"Relax,Khanyisa.Don'tgiveupon

herjustyet.She'smadesomebadchoices,but

she'llcomearoundwhenyouleastexpectit.She

justneedstobeawayfromthatuselessman."

Ihopeshe'sright.I'msotiredofdramaallbecause

ofThando'sbehaviour.Justthenaloudknock

erruptedonmydoor.

Gog'Khanyi:"Ngiyeza(I'mcoming)!Ungang'phuleli

umnyangongobauzawuthengangok'shesha(Don't

breakdownmydoorbecauseyou'llhavetobuyit."

AssoonasIopenedthedoor,Thandostormedin

withhershirtfullofblood.

Gog'Khanyi:"YeywenaThando!Whywouldyou



makemeanaccomplicetocrime?Doyouseewhy

Ineverwantyouhere?"

Thando:"Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)Gogo.Ihad

nowhereelsetogo.Hekilledhim.He's...He's

dead."

Gog'Khanyi:"Who?"

Thando:"Lloyd.Razorkilledhim.Imessedupbig

tine,Gogoandnowhe'sdead."

AihereIwasthinkingitwasherblood,butinstead

shegivesmegreatnewssayingherdeadbeatbaby

daddyisdead.Goodriddance.

Gog'Khanyi:"Ah,unedramayazi(you'resodramatic

youknow).Goandfreshenup,I'llpouryousome

wine."



Oneweeklater

Ziyanda

It'sbeenawholeweeksincethewholeThando

incident.ThefollowingdayPhilacamebackwith

myjewelry,eventhoughhedidn'tgotoomuchinto

detailabouthowhefoundit.I'mtrulygreatful,

though.Hesaidhedidn'thavethehearttokill

ThandoasGodspoketohim.

Idon'tevenknowifthat'strue,butI'meternally

greatfulforit.HesaysthatheandGogocameup

withanotherwaytopunishThandoforhersins,but

hedidkillthatRazorguy,though.PhilaandIhadto

goshoppingfornewfurniturethough.Ididn't

complainsinceIgotthechancetorevamothe

housemyway.



PorscheaskedPhilaforindefiniteleavefewdays

ago,apparentlyherandRobaretravelingtheworld

andthingsofftheirbucketlist.Ihaven'tspokento

Kelesincethateveningandsinceit'sSaturday

today,IfiguredIwouldgovisither.

Kele

It'sbeenaweeksinceIlastseenZee.Sbuhas

beenawayforbusinessforafewdaysnow.I've

beenallaloneuntilmymother,Ruthdecidedtorock

upoutofnowhere.Idon'tevenknowhowshe

foundmeandIhaven'teventoldSbuabouther

arrival.

He'scomingbacktodayandIreallydon'tknowhow

to.She'sbeengreat,tobehonest.She'sreally

beengreathelpandI'vebeentryingtogettoknow

her.Shehasmissedoutonalotandtobehonest,I

havenooneelse.



Ruth:"Kelengwanake(mychild),kegotliseditsedijo

(I'vebroughtyousomefood)."

Shewalkedintomybedroomwithatrayoffoodin

herhands.

Kele:"Kealeboga,mme(Thankyou,ma)."

Ruth:"So,tellme,ngwanake(mychild),whenare

youofficiallygettingmarried?"

Kele:"Onmybirthday."

Ruth:"Whenisyourbirthdayagain?"

Wow.Shedoesn'tevenremembermybirthday.



Kele:"31stofMay."

Ruth:"Hai,ngwanake(Oh,mychild).Ifeelverybad

formissingoutonsomuch,butIpromiseI'llmake

ituptoyou.Keagotshepisa(Ipromise)."

Iheardaknockonthedoor.I'mreallynotinthe

moodforvisitors.

Ruth:"Relax,I'llgogetit."

Ikeptoneatingandjustthenshewalkedinwitha

veryunannouncedvisitor.

Ruth:"Kele,mychild,yourfriendisheretovisityou."

Shit.Zeeishere.Ibetshe'sgoingtotellPhilathat

Ruthishere.



ChapterOneHundredandThree

Ziyanda

IwalkedintoKele'shouseandfoundawomanI

don'tevenrecognizeatall.Shelookedalotlike

Kele,soitcan'tbeMary,herstepmother.Iwalked

inandgreetedher,butshewasratheruneasyand

lookedveryuncomfortable.PerhapsIshould've

called,butIjustwantedtocheckonhersinceI

assumedshewasalonewithSbugone.

Kele:"Uhm..Zee,thisisRuth.Mymother."

Philamentionedsomethingaboutherbiological

momwhodumpedherwhenshewasababy.I'm

confusedrightnow.

Me:"Kethabelagootseba,mme(It'snicemeeting



you,ma'am)."

Ishookhandswithherandmyeyeswentbackto

Kele.

Ruth:"Oh,youmustbeZee.Kelehastoldmeso

muchaboutyou.Sheevensaidyou'remarriedto

herhusband'sbillionairebrother.Itmustbeniceto

beswimminginmoney,heymygirl?"

Okay.Idon'tlikethiswoman'stone.So

condescendingandjustnotright.Ijustfakeda

smileanddidn'trespond.Ithoughtshewouldkeep

quiet,butshekeptongoing.

Ruth:"Keletoldmeyou'vehadaboutthree

miscarriages.Shame,man.Modimoakasegofe

tsohle,akere(Godcan'tpossiblygiveyou

everything).Imeansomanybabiesgoneatyour

age,Idoubtyourpoorwombcansurviveanother



one."

Okay,nowIseewhyKeletendstobesuchabitch

attimes.It'shereditary.AllthistimeKelelooked

downimembarrassment.Hermomwasclearly

singinglikeacanary.Iguessthey'vebeenbonding

overmymisery.Imustsay,Iwasprettyhurt.Kele

keepsgivingmemixedsignalsandclearlyshejust

can'tbetrustedatall.

Me:"Kele,SbuaskedmetocheckuponyouandI

thoughtIwouldcomeseeifyou'reokay.Butclearly

you'reallwell.I'llleaveyoutoit."

Ruth:"Hao,Ziyanda.Gaodule(aren'tyoustaying)

forsomebreakfast?Kelecanshowyouherscanof

theotherday.Thebabieshavegrownsomuch.I

can'twaittomeettheZwaneheirs.SinceThato

wasaboy,I'mprettysureshe'scarryingboysthis

timetoo."



Talkaboutrubbingsalttothewound.Ijustleft

withoutsayinganythingelse.Ihadtearsinmy

eyesandItriednottoletthemfall.Ireallyfought

hardtokeepthemfromfallingdown.

Ican'tgiveanobodylikeRuthwhodoesn'teven

knowmeandatraitorlikeKelethesatisfaction.

HowImissPorscherightnow.Istormedintothe

houseandfoundPhilaonthepatio.Iattemptedto

runupstairs,butheheldmeback.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).Yini(Whatisit)?"

Me:(Lookingdown)"It'snothing."

Philapulledmyfaceupholdingmychinwithhis

fingers.Ilookedupandthetearsbetrayedme.



Phila:"Talktome.WhoamIkillingformakingyou

crysoearlyinthemorning?"

Me:(Deepsigh)"SbuaskedmetogocheckonKele

andsinceIhadn'tseenhersincethatnight,I

decidedtogocheckonher.Ifoundhermom

there."

Phila:"Wait,hermomasinRuth?"

Me:"Yes.ShewentonabouthowKeletoldherI've

hadthreemiscarriagesalreadyandhowI'mmarried

toaBillionaireandhowGodcan'tgiveyou

everythinginlife.Sheevensaidmywombwon'tbe

abletosurviveanotherpregnancy."

BynowtearswerestreamingdownmyfacewhileI

couldseethepaininhiseyesturnintorage.



Phila:"It'sokay,Sthandwasami(Mylove).I'llsort

thatbitchout.Whodoesshethinksheis?Asfor

Kele,she'llknowmethistime."

Me:"No,leavethem.Ican'thavepeoplethinking

you'refightingmybattlesforme."

Phila:"It'smyjobtodothat,MaZwane."

Me:"Belindawasright.Everythingshewroteinthat

letteraboutKelebeinggoodatkeepingsecrets.I

should'vetakenthatwarningtoheart."

Philawasshockedandkeptquietforawhile.

Dammit.Islippedandhenoticed.

Phila:"Whatletter?Thelettershewrotetoyousaid

nothingaboutKele'ssecret."



Ikeptquiet.IknewIwasalreadyintrouble.We

madeapact:"Nosecrets"andyethereIwas

keepingaveryseeioussecretfrommyhusband

andhisbrother.

Phila:"Whichletter,Zee?!Whathaveyoubeen

hiding?!"

Itookadeepbreath.It'sabouttimeIconfessed.

Me:"Okay,Belinda'smomgavePorscheandIthree

letterswrittenbyBelinda,addressedtothethreeof

us.ItookKele'sletterwiththeintentionofgivingit

toher.AfterIreadoutmylettertoPorsche,she

suggestedthatwereadtheletterfirst.Iknowit's

wrong.Wereaditand..."

Phila:"Keepgoing."



Me:"It'sbetterifyoureadtheletteryourself."

Phila:(chuckling)"So,you'veknownaboutthisletter

forweeksandyousaidnothingtome,Zee?IfIdid

thattoyou,howwouldyoufeel?"

He'sright.IfeellikeatotalhypocriteandIhope

he'llbeabletoforgivemeafterthis.Ishouldn't

havekeptitasecretinthefirstplace.Imiss

Porschesomuch.

ChapterOneHundredandFour

Gog'Khanyi

It'sbeenaweeksincemystupidgranddaughter

Thandomessedthingsup.She'sveryluckyPhilais

aprayingmannow,otherwiseshewouldbedead



bynow.Razorisdeadandsoisherstupid

boyfriend.Lifecangobacktonormal.Igothera

jobasacaregiverfortheelderlyatanearby

hospice.

Theywon'tpayherasinglecent,Imadesureofthat.

Itoldherstraightup,ifshewantstolivewithme,

she'llhavetoworkfornopay.Cleaningsmellyfeet

andtakingcareofoldpeoplewhoshitthemselves

isagreatwaytostopsomeonefromdoingdrugs.

She'sbeenpukinghergutsoutandthat'sagood

signthatit'sgoodtreatment.Nomsahasbeentoo

softonthischild.

Onceshe'ssortedherselfout,I'llmakesureshe

startswithlessonsonmoralsandrespectfor

people'sthings.Sheneedstoknowwedon'tdo

thievesinthisfamily.

Mam'Masango:"Ucabanganikangaka(What'son

yourmind)?"



Gog'Khanyi:"Ahnothingmuch.Justthinkingabout

Thandonje."

Mam'Masango:"Uzobaright(She'llbefine).She'll

enduplovingthejob,uzobona(you'llsee)."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ag,man.Nomsamessedthosekids

up."

Mam'Masango:"Atleastshe'stryingnowwith

Thando'skids.They'llbefine.MinaI'mmore

worriedaboutSbu.Iseedangerlana.Keleisgoing

tocreatehavoc."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ushokanjani(Whatdoyoumean)?"

Mam'Masango:"Keleispowerhungryandnowthat

herdeadbeatmotherisarouns,kuzonyiwastru(It's



goingtogodownbadly)."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ai,Idon'tknowhowyoudoit.IfIhad

toseeghostseveryday,Iwouldneversurvive."

Webothlaughed.Iguesswe'lljusthavetokeep

prayingforKeleandSbusiso.Thesekidsowemea

seriousholidayafterthis.

Phila

Ican'tbelieveZeekeptthishugesecretfromme.I

satonthepatiooppositeherwiththeletterinmy

hand.I'vereaditthreetimesalreadyhopingthatI

misreadthewholething.Howthefuckdidwenot

seethisonecoming?Ireallyhatebeingblind

sighted.Allofthismakesperfectsensenow.

Hersuddenchangeinbehaviour.Herbeing



diagnosedwithAnxietyanddepressionwhile

pregnantwithmybrother'schildrenwillmake

thingsalotworse.Ireallydon'tknowifIshould

showSbuthisletterornot.Ireallyneedtotalkto

mabeforeSbucomesback.Idecidedtocallher

andputheronspeaker.

Mam'Ivy:"Sawubona,Mfanawami(Hello,myboy).

Unjani(Howareyou)?"

Phila:"I'mgood,ma,howareyou?"

Mam'Ivy:"Ngiyaphila(I'mokay).Whyareyoucalling

mesoearlyinthemorning?Iknowyou'rebothered.

Khuluma(Talk)."

Ichuckled.Maknowsmetoowell.

Phila:"Eish,ma.There'ssomethingthatIknow,



somethingdamaging.Belindawroteletterstoher

friends,includingKele.Andwhatshewroteinhere

isdisturbing,ma."

Mam'Ivy:"Whatdidshesay?"

Phila:"Shewroteukuthi(that)KeleabortedSbu's

twinswhenshefoundhiminbedwithSharon,and

alsoplannedthiswholethingofgettingbackinto

Sbu'slife,amongstotherstuff."

Mam'Ivy:"Hmm.Ican'tsayI'msurprised.She's

beenbehavingreallyoddnowadays."

Phila:"Sonowangazi(Idon'tknow)ifIshouldtell

Sbuornot,ma."

Mam'Ivy:"Getthejetprepared.ThetwinsandIwill

betherebytonight.Don'ttellhimanythinguntilI



getthere."

Phila:(Sigh)"Okay,ma."

Mam'Ivy:"GreetZeeforme.Seeyousoon."

ShehungupandZeestaredatme.

Phila:"I'msosorryforoverreacting,SthandwaSami

(mylove).ThisiswaydeeperthanIthought."

Ziyanda:"It'sokay,babywami(mybaby).It'sreally

okay."

Sbu

ItoldKeleI'dbeawayforbusinessallweek,but

truthis,mymeetingonlytookthreedays.Ispent



thelasttwodayswithRachel,Melissa'scousinat

oneofRobert'shotels.Iknow,I'mwrongfor

cheatingonKele,butIjustcouldn'thelpit.Thatday

atthefuneralwhenIsawRachel,Ijustfellinlove

instantly.Ithoughtitwasjustlust,butdamn!This

womanisreallygood.She'snotonlybeautiful,but

she'ssmarttoo.She'sreallygoodwithgadgetsand

hasadegreeinIT.Idon'tknowwhyshelikes

hangingaroundguyslikeSporo.

Ihaven'tevensleptwithherbecauseIjustfelt

guilty.Sheevenrefusedtoletmekissher.She's

justbeenamazingcompanyandreallynicetome.I

havetoldherallaboutKeleandshesaidnoone

changesoutofnowhere,andthatKelemighthave

alwaysbeenlikethis,shejustchosenowasthe

timetoshowus.

Wesharedseparateroomsthesepasttwodaysand

IjustwishIcouldspendonemorenightwithher.

I'msupposedtobehomebynow,buttruthis,Ijust



can'tfaceKeleanymore.Ifeelsorevivedrightnow.

Keledoesn'teventalkaboutthebabiesormakeme

feelthewaysheusedtoanymore.Allshedoesis

askmewhenI'mgoingtomarryherandkeeps

pressuringmetomakeourmarriagelegaland

marryherincommunityofproperty.

Idon'tknowhowIfeelaboutthat.Idon'tfeelat

easewithheralwaystellingmethesethingsand

comparingmetoPhila.IlovemybrotherandI've

neverbeenjealousofhimatall.We'reboth

successfulandnowomanwillgetinthewayofthat.

IjustwishKelecouldbealotlikeZee,respectfulto

herhusbandandlistentomenje.Wehaven'teven

hadsexinsolongandallsheeverdoesislieinbed

andrequestthingstobebroughttoher.

IaskedRachelovertomyroom.Iwouldjustloveto

spendonemorenightwithher.I'llgohome

tomorrow.SheknockedonmydoorandIopened.



Rachel:"Hey,Sbu.SorryI'mlate.Watgaanaan

(what'sgoingon)?"

Sbu:"Rachel,I..IaskedyouheresothatIcould

formallyaskyouifyoucouldspendonemorenight

withme."

Rachel:"Sbu,Itoldyou,Idon'tdomarriedguys.

Besides,youtoldmeaboutyourproblems.You're

vulnerablerightnow,Sbuandashotasyouare,I

don'twanttotakeadvantageofthat."

Sbu:(deepsigh)"Iunderstand,Rae.Ipromiseyou.

Ijustwanttospendtimewithyou.Nothingmore,

please."

Rachel:"Ai,okaythen.Aslongasyoudon'ttryany

funnybusiness,neh?"



Ilaughedandbecameateaseallofasudden.I'm

notreadytogobacktomyplayboyways,Ijust

reallylikeRachel.

Kele

I'vebeenpacingupanddown,freakingoutinmy

bedroom.Idon'tunderstandwhyRuthhadtodo

that!NowshejustmadeeverythingworseandIbet

Sbuisonhiswayheretotellmeshitaswespeak.I

needasolidplanasinyesterday.AsIwasdeepin

thought,Ruthwalkedin.

Ruth:"Kokongwanake(Knockknock,mychild).I

broughtyousomelunch."

Kele:"Wagafa(Areyoucrazy),Ruth?!Youbasically

toldZeeeverythingItoldyou!Objangnawena

(Whatkindofpersonareyou)!"



Ruth:"Calmdown,Kelebogile,manyesses!Youjust

likestressingyourselfoutforfokol.Youtoldme

youenvyher,Inwasjusttryingtohelp."

Kele:"Help?!Youruinedmyplans!Herhusband

couldwalkinhereanymomentandprobably

stranglemeforbeingrudetohiswife!"

Ruth:"Tlogelagobalabala(Stoptalkingtoomuch).

It'sgoodtoshowherthatyou'reabletodowhatshe

can't.You'retheonewiththepowerhere.You're

carryingSbu'schildren.You'retheonewho'llbe

highlyfavouredandyoursonswillbenextinlineto

thethrone."

Ididn'treallythinkofitthatway.

Ruth:"NowthatIhaveyourattention,it'stimefor

phasetwo.ForceSbutochangetheweddingdate

foramuchcloserdateandscheduleaninterview



withDave'sDiary.It'stimefortheworldtoknow

aboutyouandSbu.Stopbeingintheshadowsand

getyourown,girl!Andremember,gethimtomarry

youincommunityofproperty."

Kele:"Ag,Itriedthat.Hedidn'tbudge."

Ruth:"Empa(but)PhilagaveZeehalfofeverything

heowns.HeevenbuiltherahouseinCapeTown,

akere(right)?Solewenamakeyourdemands."

Kele:"Idon'tknowaboutallthis,ma.Sbuisn't

stupid."

Ruth:"Hehe,areyouevensurethismanlovesyou?

HowcomePhiladoeseverythingforZiyandabut

wenadololo(nothing)?Keng(Whatisit)?Omo

timamapai(don'tyougivehimsex)?"



Kele:"Wehaven'thadsexinawhile."

Ruth:"That'syourbiggestmistake.Monnaohloka

nyosesi(amanneedspussy,sister).Givehimthat

andyou'llnevergowrong.Omofe(Giveittohim)

anywayhewantsitandeverythingwillbehandedto

youonasilverplatter.Yousaidityourselfthat

beforeyouwerepregnantyouusedtofucklike

rabbitsandheproposedwithinaweek.So?Why

stopnow?"

MaybeRuthhasapoint.PerhapsIcangetSbuto

fallinlovewithmealloveragain.

ChapterOneHundredandFive

Ziyanda

IfeltawholelotbetterafterconfessingtoPhila.It

feltlikeahugeweighthadbeenliftedoffmy

shoulders.I'msorelieved,honestly.Andhetook



thenewsworsethanPorscheandIdid.Speaking

ofPorsche,shehasbeentravelingwithRobert.

TheyarecurrentlyinSwitzerlandnow.Ilovethe

lovetheyhaveforoneanother.Alotofpeople

wonderhowabubblywomanlikePorschefellfor

someonetwiceherage,butthere'snothingthey

wouldn'tdoforeachother.

Philafeltabitbadforthewayhereactedaboutthe

letterandhe'sbusyspoilingme.He'scookingupa

stormincludingsomedessert.Hetookoutthebest

bottleofchampagne,whichhehadtostockupafter

Thandoalmostcleanedusout.Andhealsotook

outverydeliciousjuicefromWooliesforthetwins.

I'vebeenlazingaroundonthepatioafterpreparing

roomsforMam'Ivyandthegirls.Thegirlswillhave

tosleeptogetherinoneroomuntilwegetaroom

forthem.Ican'tbelievewenevertookthetimeto

getthemthingsforincasetheywouldcometovisit



here.Imadeamentalnotetostartshoppingfor

roomideasanditemsforthem.

Gogotoldmethatshe'sbeendrillingThando.

Apparentlyshe'smakinggoodprogress,butI'mstill

verymadather.Idoubtwe'llmakepeaceanytime

soon.JustasIwasponderingmythoughts,Frank

droveinwithMam'Ivyandthetwins.Igotupwitha

hugesmileonmyfacetogoandwelcomethem.

Nokuhledidn'tevenwaitforsomeonetoopenthe

doorforher.SheopenedthedoorandletNobuhle

outastheycamerunningtowardsme.Theygave

meanicebighug.

Nokuhle:"Hi,AuntyZee!I'vemissedyousomuch.”

Me:”I'vemissedyouguystoo.Ihopeyou'vebeen

behaving.”



Nokuhle:"Yes,butIhavesomegoodnewsforyou.

Gogouneboyfriend(hasaboyfriend)."

Mam'Ivyheardthatassheapproachedme.

Mam'Ivy:"HeyiwenaNokuhle,I'llslapyou,neh.

Stoptalkingaboutmewithoutmypresence."

Nobuhle:"Butmanje(now)you'rehere,Gogo.Can

wetalkaboutyouandUncleMandla?"

Yohhayithesetwoandtheirrunnymouths.So

Mam'IvyhasbeengettingitdownwithMandlathe

driver.Nowondershekeepsglowing.Idecidedto

saveherfromthesetwo.

Me:"Okay,girls.Tellyouwhat;ifyoubehaveand

don'ttalkaboutUncleMandlaandGogo,you'llgeta

nicedessertasyourrewardplus,I'llshowyouwhat



unclePhilaandIgotyou."

Nobuhle:"Yay!"

Nokuhle:"Butlet'sbehonest,Aunty,weallknow

you'retheonewhoboughtthethings.UnclePhila

nevergetsusanything."

Oh,thesetwoareahandfulshame.Wewalkedin

andPhilawasbusysettingthetable.Thetwinsran

toPhilaandhehuggedthemandMam'Ivyaswell.I

helpedhimfinishupsettingthetable.

Thetwinswerenotreallyinterestedinfood,they

weresoexcitedtoseethegameroomsoItook

themthereandleftthemplayingontheXbox.They

wouldcomeeatiftheywerehungry.Philaprayed

forusandhismomsmiledafterwards.



Mam'Ivy:"Hehe,Ziyanda.Khanyisawasn'tplaying

whenshenamedyouZiyanda.Bukamanje(Look

now),mysoncanpraylikehe'sthesonofapriest."

WeburstoutlaughingwhilePhilashookhishead

andsmiledproudly.

Mam'Ivy:"IevenhearSbuprayingattimes.This

thingwithThatoandnearlylosingKelechanged

himforthebetter.Nowshewantstotakeallthat

happinessawayfromhim.".

PhilaandIjustlookeddown.Icouldseethiswas

justasstressfulforPhilaasitwasforSbuandtheir

mom.

Mam'Ivy:"Youtworelax.LeaveKelealltome.You

canshowmetheletteroncewe'redoneeating.I

wanttoberelaxedwhenIreadit.Mfanawami(my

boy),pourmesomemorewine.Imnandilena(This



oneisdelicious)."

PhilaandIbothlaughedashepouredheranother

glass.

Sbu

RachelandIhavebeenspendingenoughtime

togetherandIjustloveit.Yes,shedrinksbeer

insteadofchampagneandsmokesweedlikeIdoat

times,butIcan'tgetenoughofherinfectuouslaugh

andherbrightsmile.

ItmakesmethinkofhowKeleandIusedtobe.

Rachelissostrongwilledandlevelheaded.Ilove

howshecanstandhergroundandchallengesme.

TruthisI'vebeeninCapeTownforbusinesstrying

torecruitsomeofthebestgraduatesformy

businesssinceI'mmergingwithPhila.



Ididabackgroundcheckonherandshe'ssuper

qualified.IneedheronmyteamandIwon'tletgo

ofher.Mywifeandmyloveinterestmightbe

workingtogetherinonebuildingsoon,butI'mnot

bothered.DeepdownIwishKelewouldleaveme

andgivememykidsoncethey'reborn.I'vespent

toomuchtimeapologizingforthingsIneverdidto

her.

Ihonestlycan'tbewithawomanwhoisn'tbold

enoughtomakeherownchoices,butcompares

herselftomybrother'swifeinstead.ItookRachel

outforsomedinneronthebeach,withsome

romanticcandlesandall.Shelovediteventhough

shekeepssayingshedoesn'tdomarriedmen.

IrespectthatandIintendonmakingherminevery

soon.IjumpedthegunwithKeleandrushedinto

marryinghertoosoon,butwithRachel,Ineedto

takemytimewithher.I'msadthatKelecouldn't

eventrytobeamothertomychildren.Rachelhas



acceptedmyjobofferandIcan'twaittoseeher

everyday.

IvyZwane

Phila,ZiyandaandIfinishedeatingthelovely

supperpreparedforusbyhim.Ireadtheletterand

Ijustbecameevenmoreenraged.Igavethatgirla

choiceandshechosetostay.Nowshewantsto

hurtmyboyintheprocess.Ireallythoughtshe

wastheoneforhimaftercrazySharon.

It'stimetopayheralittlevisit.Iwalkedovertoher

houseandknocked.AwomanwhoIassumedtobe

Ruth,thebiologicalmotherapproachedthedoor

andwelcomedmein.ShesmelledofwhiskeyandI

couldtellshehadbeendrinkingSbu'sstashand

mighthaveevenoverdoneitbyhersemi-slurred

speech.



Ruth:"Hello,whoareyoucomingsolatemara?"

Mam'Ivy:"MynameisIvy.I'mSbusiso'smother."

IcouldshethatithadjustregisteredtoherwhoI

wasandshequicklytriedtoregainhercomposure.

Ruth:"Lovelytomeetyou,Ivy.Kelehastoldmeso

muchaboutyou,waitse(youknow).Sheeventold

mehowyouthreatendherandtoldhertoleaveSbu.

I'msureyou'vecometoapologizeakere(right)?"

Hehe,Keleman.Mastermind.Thisgirlhasbeen

busyman.NowIseewheretheillmannerscome

from.Likemotherlikedaughter.JustthenKele

walkeddownthestairsandwasquiteshockedto

seeme.

Kele:"Hi,ma.Ididn'texpecttoseeyouhere.I'm



sorry,youcould'vecalled.Iwasgoingtomake

somesupper."

Mam'Ivy:"Don'tbotheryourselflikethat.I'msure

you'recatchinguponmuchneededsleep.Ialready

ateatSbuandZee'shouse."

ShefrownedabitasItoldherthat.

Mam'Ivy:"Aren'tyougoingtoaskhowyourtwostep

daughtersaredoing?"

Kele:"Iwasabouttoask."

Mam'Ivy:"Yeah,sure.Anyway,Icameheretotalkto

you.Maywespeakinprivate?"

Ruth:"No,nono.I'mhermother,soIdeserveto



hearthisconversation."

Thiswomanisreallyannoying.

Mam'Ivy:"Finebyme.Doyourememberourlittle

conversation,Kele?Doyouremembermetelling

youhowmuchIcaredforyouandHowI'mwilling

tokillformysons?"

Isawherswallowhard.

Ruth:"Didyoucomeheretothreatenmychild?I

reallydon'tappreciate..."

Istoppedherrightthere.

Mam'Ivy:"Emanyanatoe,Ruth(Waitaminute

please).You'vebeena'mother'fortwominutesand



nowyouwanttomakenoise?Don'tboreme.Wena

(You)Kele,howcomeyounevertoldSbuyou

abortedhisfirstChildren?"

Isawherwidenhereyeswithshock.

Kele:"I..Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout."

Mam'Ivy:"Let'scutthebullshit,shallwe?Iknow

everything.Howyouplannedallthistogetback

intoSbu'slife,andhowyou'resodeepindebtthat

thisnewlifestyleismakingyougoloco(crazy)."

Kele:(shocked)"How..Howdoyouknowallthis?"

Mam'Ivy:"Let'sjustsayalittlebirdietoldme.It

couldhavebeenBelindaoranyoneforthatmatter.

Bottomlineis,youshouldhavetoldSbuaboutyour

firstpregnancy,andthingswouldhavebeen



different.Youchosetoletyourheartturnintoevil

andforthatyou'llhavetopaytheprice.I'mgoing

togiveyouonelastchancetoleavemyson,Kele.

Youguyscancoparentandallthat,butyoubetter

leavehimwhenhecomesback.I'llevenpayall

yourdebtoffandhewon'thavetoknowaboutallof

this."

Kele:"Ican'tdothat."

Shesaidthatwithattitudeontopofthatandfolded

herarms.Thisgirl'sdisrespectfulattitudehas

annoyedmeenough.

Mam'Icy:"Letmerephrasethat."

Igotuptoherandputmyhandsonherneckand

tightenedthem.



Mam'Ivy:"YouWILLleaveSbusiso,orelseI'llkillyou

myselfandripthosekidsoutofyou!DoImake

myselfclear?!"

ShenoddedandIletgoofher.Shefellontothe

groundandstartedcoughing.Iturnedaroundand

wasabouttoleaveandmyeyesmetwithRuth.

Mam'Ivy:"Youhadbetterpackyourshitandleave

thishousebytomorrowmorning,orelseI'lltellyour

preciousKeleyourlittlesecrettoo."

Ileftandclosedthedooronmywayout.

NB:VERYSHORT.Goodnight

ChapterOneHundredandSix

Thefollowingday



Kele

Ihaven'tsleptawinkatall.Sbuwassupposedto

beback,butallhedidwassendmeamessage

sayinghe'dbebacktoday.Itriedcallinghimbut

hisphonewentstraighttovoicemail.I'mso

stressedaboutwhatSbu'smomsaid.I'venever

seenherviolentbeforeandI'mterrified.Istillhave

marksonmyneckeventhoughshedidn'tstrangle

mefortoolong.

MaybeIneedtopackmybagsandmove.Ineedto

fixmyself.I'veturnedintoatoxicpersonandIjust

hatemyselfforit.ClearlyI'mabadpersonandSbu

doesn'tdeserveme.Hegavemeajob,savedme

fromBrianandhelpedmewithfindingThatoand

buriedhimwithsomuchdignity.

Ireallyneedtogetmyselfincheckbecauseclearly



everyonehatesmenow.Myquestioniswhothe

helltoldheraboutallthat?Herwordsareexactly

whatBelindawrotetome.I'mpanicking.Whatif

there'ssomeonespyingonmeforher?

Andwhat'sthissecretshehintedaboutRuth?

MaybeIwasright,Ijustwon'tfitintoSbu'slife.AsI

wasthinkingIdecidedtogotothekitchenand

makemyselfsomefoodsinceRuthisn'twalkingin

withBreakfastasofthismoment.

AsIwalkedtowardsthekitchen,Ifoundherpassed

outonthediningtable.Sbuisn'tgoingtoappreciate

mymotherdrinkingallofhisexpesivebooze.I

don'tevenknowhowherlivercopeswithallthis

intoxication.Itriedwakingherbutshewouldn't

budge,soIthrewsomecoldwateronherandshe

jumpedup.

Ruth:"Kelehle!Kengkawena(What'swrongwith

you)?!"



Kele:"Goodmorningtoyoutoo.Youneedsome

strongcoffee.GetridofthosebottlesbecauseSbu

reallylikeshiswhiskeyandhewon'tlikethefact

thatyoudrankmostofit."

Ruth:"Eish,hlogoyakararema(myheadis

pounding)."

Kele:"Sit.I'llsortyouout."

Ruth:"Beforeyoudothat,tellmeWhatyou'regoing

todowiththatboringwoman?"

Kele:"Ochojuang(Whatdoyoumean)?I'mtaking

heradviceandI'mleaving."

Ruth:"SkahlanyaKelewankutlwa(Don'tbecrazy,

doyouhearme)?Obatlagoswaosokolabjanaka



nna(Doyouwanttodiepoorlikeme)?"

Idon'twanttodiepoor.I'llstillhavemyjobat

Phila'scompany.That'siftheydon'tfireme.

Ruth:"You'regoingtohavetoputonyouracting

facetoday.You'regoingtoactlikeIvybeatyouup.

Youhavethosemarksonyournecktoproveit."

She'sright,butSbuisn'tthatstupid.He'llseeright

throughme.

Ruth:"Wejustneedtoexaggeratethelookalittle

bit."

BeforeIcouldaskwhatshemeantshewalkedto

thekitchenandcamebackwithacoffeemug.



Kele:"Whatareyougoingtodowiththat?"

Shedidn'tevenanswermeinsteadshehitmeso

hardonmycheekwiththemugthatIscreamedout

inpain.Ievenhadasmallcutthatwasbleeding.

Kele:"Ouch!Ma,thatflippinghurts!"

Ruth:"It'spainful,butWorthit.You'lltellSbuhis

momisthreateningyouandsheistheonewho

beatyouuplikethat."

Kele:"He'llseerightthroughme."

Ruth:"There'sonlyonewaytofindoutbecauseI

seeacarparkingrightinfrontofyourlawn."

ChapterOneHundredandSeven



Sbu

IhadsuchagreattimewithRachel,thatIjustdidn't

wanttocomebackhome,butuMasentmea

messagesayingIneedtocomebackhomeassoon

aspossible.Iwasn'thappyaboutit,butclearlyit

wasanemergency.Ihadplannedoncheckingout

thehotelat11am.AsIwalkedthroughmydoor,I

foundRuthinmyhouseholdingabloodymug.

Kele'sfacewasamess,shewashalfswollenand

bleedingonhercheekandherneckhadbruises.

NowwhathappenedhereandwhyisRuthinmy

house?!

Sbu:"Kwenzakalanila(What'shappeninghere)?"

Ruth:"Askyourabusivemother."

Shereekedofalcohol.Ilookedaroundandfound

twoemptybottlesofmybestwhiskeyonthedining



table.Thiswomanhasbeenbusyman.

Sbu:"Idon'trecallaskingyou,Ruth.Doyoulive

here?!Areyoumywife?!"

Ruth:(lookingdown)"No."

Sbu:"I'mnotgoingtorepeatmyself,Kele.Whatthe

fuckhappenedhere?!"

Kele:"It's...It'sMam'Ivy.Yourmom...She...O

mpethile,Sbusiso(Shehitme)."

ThesetwoclearlythinkI'mdumbasfuck.DidKele

reallythinkI'dbelievemyownmotherwouldhither?

Evenifshedid,she'dhaveareallygoodreasonto.

HowstupidcanshebeforgettingIhavecamerasall

overthehouse?



Sbu:"Oh,shehityou,now?Whendidallthat

happen?"

Ruth:"Lastnight."

Sbu:"Youtalkalotforawomanwhocametomy

housewithoutmyknowledge.Ifithappenedlast

night,whyisyourwoundsofresh,andwenaRuth

whyisthatcupyou'reholdingsobloody?"

Ruthtriedtohideitandhereyeswereunsteady,

whileKelelookeddown.Ijuatknewrightthereand

thenthatthesetwowerelyingtome.Icamehome

thiseaelyforhisbullshit.

Sbu:"Letmeexcusemyselfandgiveyousometime

togetyourstoryright.WhenIcomebackhere,I'll

needasold,fullversionofyourstory.Andmyown

motherhadbettercorroborateit."



IleftRuthfeelinguneasywhileKelewasstartingto

shake.Idon'thavetimeforsuchnonsense.I

walkedtowardsmystudyandswitchedonthe

monitor.AsIthought,IsawRuthandKele

whispering,soIdecidedtoturnupthevolume.

Ruth:"Mara(but)whyolesetlatlaso(whyareyou

suchanidiot)Kele?!Opalletswekegomobotsa

(youfailedtotellhim)thewaywerehearsed.Yoh!

Katlakabelegasetlaelasamosetsana(Igavebirth

toastupidgirl)!"

IcouldseeKelegettingteary-eyed.Idon'tseewhy

sheallowedRuthintoherlife.Thiswomandoesn't

loveheratall,sheneverdid.Perhapsit'stimefor

metotellherthatRuthhadtwootherchildrenafter

Keleandtookcareofthemboth.Sheeven

managedtosendthemtoUniversity.She's

probablytryingtohustlemoneyoutofKelefor

thosetwobratssheraised.IhonestlythoughtKele

wasbetterthanthis.



Kele:(teary)"WhatwasIsupposedtodo?Itwas

yourplan-notmine.IreallythinkIshouldtake

Mam'Ivy'sadvice.I'mamessandifSbufindsout

whatIdid,he'llkillme.Ican'taffordthattohappen.

AtleastifIleavenowandsortmyselfout,Imight

comebackabetterpersonandSbumightforgive

me."

Ruthkepttryingtoarguewithher,butKelelefther

standingrightthere.NowI'mcurious.Whatdid

Kelereallydo?Whathappenedlastnight?I

decidedtoflipthroughtheCCTVofthepastfew

days.

IsawnothinginterestingotherthanRuthgoing

throughmystashofalcoholrighthereinmystudy

andtakingsomeofmymoney.Mxm,thisbitchwill

knowme.IsatandwatchedthenIcameacross

lastnight'sfootage.MymothercametoseeKele.I

turnedthevolumehigherandlistened.



IsawmymotheraskingKeleabouttheirprevious

conversationinCapeTownwhensheaskedherto

leavemeifshewasn'treadytobewithme.She

thebproceededtotellKeleabouttheletterBelinda

wrotetoher.Shetoldmesheburntitsohowdid

uMafindoutaboutit?Thensherevealedhersecret!

Keleabortedmykids?!Ididn'tevencareaboutthe

restofherplanningtobewithmeandtryingtoget

outdebt.SoKelekilledmyfirstchildrenandnever

toldme?!Whoisthiswomanbecausethisis

clearlynottheKeleIknow.

Ifeltmyselfshakewithrage.Igotuptryingtokeep

mycool,butIjustlostit.HadshetoldmeIwould

havefixedeverythingwithherwithallmypower

andIwouldn'thavemarriedSharon.Howcould

KelekillmykidsknowinghowIfeelaboutchildren?!

Myownbloodline?Zeehasbeenstrugglingtohave

childrenandshegoesaroundkillinghers?!Itooka

sipofsomeofmywhiskeythat'sleft.Iseriously

don'tgethowRuthcanstomachsomuchalcohol.



NowIseewhereKelegetsherfilthymannersfrom.

Theappledoesn'tfallfarfromthetree.

Ifeelsohurtrightnow.Ikeepaskingmyselfifshe

everevenlovedme.Iwentthroughsomuchtoget

herbackandshedecidestodomelikethis.I

stormedoutofmystudyandwalkedintoRuth.

Ruth:"Sbusiso,koparebuwehle(Canweplease

talk)?"

Iturnedaroundandslappedhersohard,herthin

bodylandedonthefloor.

Sbu:"Oskantlwaelamasepa(Don'tfuckwithme)

Ruth!Youcametomyhousewithoutmy

knowledge,stolemoneyfrommeanddrankmy

wholewhiskeycollectionANDyoupoisonedmy

wifewithyoursickthoughts.OnceI'mdonewith

Keleyou'dbetterpackyourshitandgotoyour



belovedchildren!"

Iwalkedtothebedroomandopenedthedoor

roughly.IfoundKelepackingherclothes.She

turnedaroundandsawtherageinmyeyesandshe

panicked.Myeyesweresoteary,IwassoscaredI

wouldloseitanddosomethingI'dregret.

Sbu:(breahingheavily)"So,youabortedmykids,

Kele?"

Shefixedherglassesandlookeddownwihtears

fallingdownherface.

Kele:"Sbu,Icanexplain.It'snotwhatyouthink."

Sbu:(shouting)"ThentellmewhatIshouldthink!

Tellme,Kele!"



Shegotfrightenedandtookastepback.

Sbu:"Didyouevenloveme,Kele?Wasthisallpart

ofyourplan?!Tomakemeloveyouevenmoreand

thenleavemehangingoncemykidswereborn?"

Shedidn'trespondandIletthetearsfall.I'venever

feltsomuchpaininmylifeallbecauseofawoman.

KelehashurtmedeeplythatIdon'teventhinkI'd

forgiveherforthis.

Sbu:"Iwantyououtimmediately.Youcantake

thesekeys.TheyareofmyoldhouseinErasmus

Kloof.Youcangostaythereuntilthechildrenwere

born.I'llpayoffallyourdebtandfindyouanother

job.Ican'tworkwithpeopleIdon'ttrust."

Iputthekeysonthebed.



Sbu:"Don'tworry,youcankeepthenewcar.Ijust

wantyouandyourfilthymotheroutofherebythe

timeIgetback."

IlefthercryingandIstormedoutofthehouse.I

wasconflictedwithsomanyemotionsandIjust

walkedtowardsPhila'shouse.Ineverusedtobeso

weakwhenitcametowomen.It'struewhatthey

say:youhaven'tlovedforrealifyouhaven'tcried

forsomeone.

RightnowI'mdonewithlove.I'msickandtiredof

womenleavingmewhenIneedthemmost.Ileft

Sharon,themotherofmykidsforKele.Iclawed

hereyesoutforKele.Iprobablydeserveeverything

that'scomingmyway.

IwalkedtothehouseandsawPhila,uMaandZee

havingbreakfast.uMagreetedmefromthepatio

butshesawhowangryIwasandquicklygotup.I

walkedinandfoundZeetakingthechildrenaway



fromus.SheprobablysawIwasahotmessand

didn'twantmykidstoseemelikethis.HowIwish

KelehadthesamequalitiesasZiyanda.

Mam'Ivy:"Sbusiso,kwenzenjani,mfanawami

(What'swrong,myboy)?"

PhilastoodnexttoMaandIbrokedown.Iwailed

likeasmallboy,evenworselikeamanwhohadjust

losthiswife.Onthecontrary,Ihadjustlostmy

wife.ThewifeIthoughtIknewwasgone.Idon't

recognizethispersonKelehasbecome.

Sbu:(cryinginMa'sarms)"Ma,shekilledmykids.

Sheliedtome.Allofthiswasalie,ma."

Ididn'tevenseePhilasheddingatear.

Mam'Ivy:"Oh,mfanawami(myboy).Ngiyaxolisa



(I'msosorry).Youwerenevermeanttofindout

thisway."

IkeptwailinginherarmsevenPhilagaveussome

space.Icriedwithmymotherforprobablyabout

halfanhourintilIcalmeddown.Ididn'twantto

speaktoanyone.Ijustwenttooneofthe

bedroomsandclosedthedoor.Ireadtheletter

overandoveruntilIcouldn'treaditanymore.

ChapterOneHundredandEight

Twoweekslater

Ziyanda

It'sbeenawholetwoweekasinceKeleleftSbu's

house.Hehasn'treturnedtohishouseeversince.

He'satotalmess,evenworsethanthetimeKele

wentmissing.Heisseriouslydepressedandeven

uMaandPhilaareworriedabouthim.Hehardly



eatsandnevecomesoutofthebedroom.This

wholethinghasturnedthehouseintoasombre

mood.Itliterallyfeelslikethere'sanupcoming

funeral,evenonaSaturdaymorningliketoday.

PorscheisstilltravelingtheworldwithRob,so

Philahadtogetastandinreceptionist.Itwasn't

easytofindsomeonesincePorschedidbasically

everythingforus.WemanagedtoaskMelissato

standinforPorschesinceshe'sastayathome

momandshe'sbeendoingagreatjob.Drakedidn't

mindatallsothecompanyhasbeeningoodhands.

Wehardlyevenlaughbecausewe'resousedtoSbu

beingthejoker.Atleasthegoesdowntothegym

andthengoesbacktohisbedroom.Weevenasked

Dr.Steintocomeoverandhaveasessionwithhim.

Thatwillbeabletohelphimrestorehimself.He

reallyneedstogetbetter,forthechildrenatleast.

It'snotniceseeingSbusoheartbroken,becauseit

affectsPhilaaswell.Thetwinsevenwrotehima



nicegetwellsooncard.

IwassittingwithPhilaandMam'Ivyonthepatio,

havingbreakfast,untilthetwinscametous.

Nobuhle:"AuntyZee,canwepleasegoseeDaddy?"

Me:"Ithinkhe'sprobablysleepingrightnow,baby."

Nokuhle:"Please?Wehardlyseehim.He'salways

inhisbedroomandforeversad.Wejustwantto

givehimthiscardwemadeforhim."

Itookthecardfromherandreadit.Theydrewa

cuteheartontheoutsideandontheinsideofthe

card,theydrewSbuinthemiddleofthemandafew

crookedcharactersthatlookedlikePhila,Mam'Ivy

andI.Ontherightthewrote"Weloveyoudaddy".

Theyturnedfournotsolongago,sotheir



handwritingissoscribbledyoucanbarelyseewhat

theywrote.IcouldseeMam'IvygettingtearysoI

decidedtotakethechanceandfoupstairstosee

Sbu.

Weknockedonthedoorandhedidn'trespond,but

Nokuhleopenedthedooranyway.WefoundSbu

watchingtvunderthecovers.PoorSbu.Hehardly

evenshavesatall.Hesawthetwinsandtriedto

putonabraveface.

Me:"Hi,Sbu.I'msorrytodisturb,butthekidsreally

wantedtocomeandgiveyouagift."

Hebravedasmileandpickedthemupandputthem

onthebed.

Nobuhlehandedhimthecard.



Nobuhle:"Wejustwantedtogiveyouagetwellcard,

daddy."

Hesmiled.

Sbu:"AndwhotoldyoutwothatI'mnotwell?"

Nokuhle:"Comeon,daddy.Wecanseeit.We're

yourseeds,soifyou'rehurtingthenwe'realso

hurting.Twinshavethatthing,youknow."

Sbuburstoutinlaughter.It'sthefirsttimeI'veseen

himlaughinthesetwoweeks.

Sbu:"Yazi(youknow)Nokuhle,you'retoobigfor

yourshoes.Thankyou,mybabies.Ilovethecard."

Nokuhle:"Yousee,daddy,wedrewanicepictureof



ourfamily.Ilikeuslikethis.Weknowmommyisn't

aroundanymoreandournewmommyKeleis

gone."

SbuandIbothlookedateachother.

Sbu:"Howdoyouknowthat?"

Nokuhle:"Becausewedon'tseeheraround

anymore."

Nobuhle:"Sheneverspenttimewithus.OnlyAunty

Zeedoesthat."

Nokuhle:"Buhle,don'tforgetthetimeshehitusand

tolduswewouldneverbeherkids.Shesaidshe

hasnewbabiesgrowinginhertummyandyou

wouldleaveus."



Myheartbrokeintoamillionpieces.Howcould

Kelebesocruel?Icouldseethatstatementdidn't

sitwellwithSbuashisfacechanged.

Me:"Okay,girls.Let'sgivedaddysometimetorest."

Nobuhle:"Butwewanttospendtimewithdaddy,

please."

Sbu:"Tellyouwhat,letmetakeaquickshowerand

I'llmeetyoudownstairs,okay?I'lltakeyoutwoout

forsomemilkshakesandburgers."

Thetwinsgotoffthebedexcitedandheldmy

hands.AsIwasabouttoleave,Sbulookedatme.

Sbu:"Thankyou."



Ismiledandwalkedouthisbedroom.Iheaded

downstairsandfoundMaandPhilastilleating.

Theylookedsurprisedtoseethetwinssmilingand

jumpingaround.

Mam'Ivy:"Whatdidyousaytohim?"

Me:"Nothing,ma.Thetwinsjustgavehimacard

andhesaidhe'sgoingtoshowerandtakethem

out."

IcouldseeMam'Ivysmilingwithtearsinhereyes.

Shewalkeduptomeandgavemeabighug.

Mam'Ivy:"Thankyousomuch,Ziyanda.Thankyou

foryourbigheartandyouramazingspirit.I'vebeen

prayingforthegoodlordtoblessyouwithchildren

andI'vebeenhavingdreams.You'llbeblessed

soon,mychild."



Shewalkedupstairstogetthetwinsreadyand

Philawalkeduptomeandsmiled.

Phila:"WhathaveIdonetodeserveyou?"

Me:"Youwerejustyourcute,kasiboyselfandyou

managedtocharmme."

Hesmiledandkissedme.

Phila:"Areyoureadyfortoday?"

IhaveanappointmentwithElmarie.I'llbemeeting

heratoneoftheStudiosinJo'burg.Yes,Ifinally

acceptedherofferofmakingmethefaceofher

newrangeforplussizemodels.IwishPorsche

couldbehete,butluckilyPhilawouldbetherewith

meandhepromisedtovideocallherduringthe

shoot.



Me:"Yes,babywami(mybaby),I'mready.Justabit

nervous."

Phila:"Don'tbe.AllIknowisthatyou'regoingto

movealotofheads.I'msojealouspeopleonset

aregoingtoseewhat'smine."

Me:"Ai,Nkosenyenawe."

Iplayfullyhithimonthechestandhelaughed.

I'mabitnervousaboutthis,buthadIdonethisfew

monthsago,I'dbeatotalmess.Ivegainedso

muchconfidenceinmyself,thatImyselfcan'teven

believeit.Icanwalkaroundthehousenakedwhen

nooneisaroundofcourseandPhilajustlovesit.

Wegettohavesexalmosteverywhere.Theother



nightbeforehismomarrived,wehadsexonthe

balcony.It'scrazy,IknowbutI'mlovingthewoman

I'vebecome.EvenGogoandmymomaresoproud

ofme.Thandosentmeamessagesayingshe's

superproudofme,butIdidn'trespond.

PhilaandIwenttoourbedroomandhadasteamy

sessionintheshowerandgotready.Ijustworea

simpleJeanwithawhitesleavelessvestand

sneakers,andheworehisjeans,alsowithsneakers

andawhiteshirt.Iguesswe'retwinningtoday.

Hecallsitrelationshipgoals.Mam'Ivydecidedtogo

visitGogoandMam'Masango,whileSbutookthe

twinsout.Thankgoodnessheshaved.Melissa

offeredtocomeseemeattheshootformoral

support.She'sbringingRachelwithher.She'salso

acoolgirl,abitroughformylikingbutshe'snice.

Shedoesalotofexercising,especiallyboxing.No

wonderherarmsandlegsaresotonedup.NowI

knowwhotocallwhensomeonetriestomesswith



me.

PhiladroveusinhisPorsche.Ai,Idon'tknowwhy

thePorscheofallcarstoday,buthesaidhedidn't

wantanyonetomesswithme.Hewantedtomake

astatement.Ijustrolledmyeyeswhenhesaidthat.

Wegotoutandwewereshowntothestudio.We

foundMelissaandRachelalreadythere,with

Elmarie.Shesmiledassoonasshesawmeand

cametomeforanembrace.

Elmarie:"Ziyanda!Thegirlofthemoment!I'mso

happytoseeyou.Come,wehavealottodo."

IleftPhilastandingtheresmilingwithsomuch

prideonhisface.Iwasledtooneoftherooms

whereI'dbedoingmymake-upandgettingdressed

andguesswho'smymakeupartist?Yep,Luciano!

Iwassohappytoseehim.



Hehadsomechampagnereadyofcourse.There's

reallynothingabottleofbubblescan'tfix.Hetold

meabouthisplansofadoptionwithAntonio.They

hadanicecouplefromEnglandwhoispreparedto

givethemtheirchildtoraise.He'ssoexcitedandI

wasindeedsohappyforhim.

Iwasfinallydonewithmymakeup.Icanneverget

usedtothewayIlookwithmakeup.Itmakesme

looksodifferent,butglamorousatthesametime.

ElmarieshowedmetothefittingroomandIgot

dressedinthefirstpairoflingerie.

Itfeelssoweirdhavingtobehalfnakedinfrontof

dozensofpeopleIdon'tknow,butthechampagne

isdoingthemosttoday.LuckilyIwon'tbewearing

anyheelstodayotherwiseI'dhavetrippedbefore

makingitinfrontofthecamera.Iwentoutina

towelwrappedaroundmeandassoonasIgoton

set,Iwasmetbythephotographerandsomeone

who'sbusywiththelighting.



Photographer:"Hi,Zee.MynameisSimon.I'llbe

takingyourpictures.Don'tworry,Ijustneedyouto

relaxandfollowmylead,okay?"

AssoonasIheardhisthinvoiceandsawtheway

hewasdressedIknewhewasgay,muchlike

Luciano.Sotherereallywasnoneedtostress.

Philawavedatmeandturnedhiscellphonescreen

towardsmydirectionandIsawPorsche,my

biggestcheerleadercheeringmeon.Atthat

momentIfeltsogreat.IknewIwasgoingtodo

great.

MelissaandRachelwerealsosmilingwhiletalking

toPhila.Philanevertookhiseyesoffme,noteven

once.Porschestayedonthephoneforabout

fifteenminutesandhadtogo.AllIneededwasto

seeherfaceandIknewIwasgoingtodogreat.

Aftertryingonabout30itemsandalotofdifferent

hairstylesandmakeuplooks,Iwasbeyond



exhausted.

Ihavenoideahowmodelsdoiteverysingleday.

ChapterOneHundredandNine

OneMonthLater

Kele

I'mfivemonthspregnantandI'msuchamess.I've

beenamesseversinceSbuleftme.Hekeepsme

hostageinthishouseashebelievesI'madangerto

myself.Ican'tevengototheshopsalone,Ihaveto

leavewithaguard.Atleastheisstilltakingcareof

me,buthe'snotansweringmycallsanymorenor

respondingtomytexts.

I'mstalkinghimonsocialmedia,andallhepostsis

hiskids.IreallyfeellikeshitforthewayItreated



Zee,thetwins,hismon,butmostespeciallySbu.

AllIwantisachancetomakethingsright.He'smy

soulmate,thefatherofmychildren.Ikeephaving

baddreamsofmyfatherbeingangryatme.AlI

seeisfirearoundmeinthedream.I'msoscaredI

don'tevenhavetimetobondwithmyunborn

children.

Drakecomestocheckonmeeverynowandthen

andDr.Steincomestothehouseforsessions,butI

justfeellikethey'renothelping.I'vebeen

diagnosedwithpre-eclampsiasoIcan'tdoany

heavywork.IfIcontinuestressingmyselfout,I

mightlosemykidsorevendieintheprocess.Sbu

askedAuntEunicetocomeandlookafterme.

She'sbeenagreathelp,butnothingcanmakeme

feelbetterrightnow.IjustneedSbu.Iletgoof

RuthafterIfoundoutshehadtwootherkidsafter

me.

Theonewhocomesaftermeisonlyayear



youngerthanme.Whatpainsmeisthatshe

dumpedmewithmydadanddecidedtoloveand

carefortheothertwo.Whatissobadaboutme

thatshehadtoleaveme?Shecouldn'tevencome

visitorsendabirthdaycard.Shedidn'tevenknow

whenmybirthdayis.I'msohurtanddistraught,I'm

losingmymind.I'mareject,afailure.

AuntEunicepraysformebutI'mnotevenhearing

thewordofGodanymore.I'vetriedtocommit

suicidetwicethismonthhenceAuntEunicecame

tostaywithme.IkeephearingvoicesandthatOf

Thatocallingme.Hekeepstellingmeheneedsme.

TodayisMonday,andDr.Steinmustprobablybe

onherwaynow.Istilldon'tseewhysheeven

comestoseemeoften,butI'mjusttryingtolisten.

AuntEuniceknockedonmybedroomdoorandshe

andDr.Steinentered.ApparentlyAuntyhastobe

presentduringmysessionssothatshecanbeable

toassistme.



Dr.Stein:"Goodmorning,Kele.Howareyoutoday?"

Kele:"Stillthesameasyesterdayandthedaybefore

that,butthanksforaskinganyway."

AuntEunice:"Hao,Kele.Bepolite,please.I'veeven

madeussomegreentea.It'sgoodforyou."

IjustlookedatherwhileIwaslyinginmybed

Dr.Stein:"Iseeyou'renotplanningongettingoutof

bedtoday,soI'lljustsitonthecouch."

Ijustliftedmyshouldersandshecouldseejust

howdisinterestedIwas.

Dr.Stein:"So,let'sgetstartedthen.Howhave



thingsbeensinceourlastsession?Haveyoubeen

takingyourmedsproperly?"

Kele:(Deepsigh)"AuntEunicehasbeentakingcare

ofme.ShemakessureIswallowthosebloody

pills."

Dr.Stein:"Havetheybeenhelping?"

Kele:"Doyouseethemhelpingmewena?!"

AuntEunice:"Kele,hle!"

Dr.Stein:"It'salright,ma.Don'tworryItakeno

offence.Kele,asyouknowyouhavedeveloped

severeAnxietydisorder,Bipolardisorderandmild

Schizophrenia.IfyoucontinuelikethisI'llhaveto

upyourdosageandthatcouldleadtoyouhaving

heartfailureandpossiblebirthdefectsforthetwins.



Pleaseworkwithmehere."

Kele:(sigh)"Okay,doc.I'msorry."

Dr.Stein:"It'salright.Nowlasttimewespokeabout

howyoufeltwhenthetruthaboutRuthwas

revealed.WealsogotintoMaryabusingyouuntil

youtoldmeabouttheflashbacksyou'vebeen

having.Caretotellmeaboutthose?"

ItookadeepsighandpreparedmyselfforwhatI

wasabouttoconfess.

Kele:"Iwas16anditwastwodaysaftermy16yh

birthday.Marykeptbringingallkindsofmenand

womeninthehouseassheoperatedasmall

shebeeninsidethehouseatsomepointasmeans

tomakemoney.Icamebackfromschoolandshe

wasseatedwiththreeoldermenandLebo,her

daughter.Sheaskedmetojointhemforabeer,and



Isaidno.OddlyLebocametomyroomwithsome

foodandcoldrink.Shewasnevernicetomeever.

IdecidedtoeatthefoodsinceIwasveryhungry

andtiredfromschool.Sheeventoldmeshewould

dothechoresthatday.AftereatingItriedstudying,

butIfeltdrowsyandmusthavefallenasleep.I

wokeupafterawhilewithmybodybeingstiff,like

someonehadrunmeover.Iwasonthetableinthe

loungewithoneofthemenontopofme.Itried

screaming,butMaryslappedmesohardandLebo

pinnedmeonthetablesoIcouldn'tmove.They

watchedthewholeshow.

Theywatchedallthreementaketurnsonmefora

mereR500.Soyes,IwassoldforR500justsothey

couldkeeptheirlittlebusinessupandrunning.I

nevertoldanyoneaboutit.Ijustwenttotheclinic

thefollowingdaytogettestedforeverything.Ihad

toendurecommentsandstaresfromthenurses,

eventhoughmyvaginawasswollenandtorn,I



didn'thavethehearttoreportthem.WherewouldI

go?IkeptitasecretandIseemedtohave

forgottenit.It'sonlynowthatthememoriesare

comingbacktome."

Isattherewithwarmtearsburningmycheeks,

whileAuntEunicecouldn'tstopcryingandcalling

ontoJesus.

Dr.Stein:"Doyourealizethatyourpastcanaffect

yourpresentandyourfuture?Itcanimpactyour

decisionmakingaswellasyourchoices.You

sufferedalotoftraumawhenyouwerekidnapped

thatdevelopedintostressandanxiety.Thebrainis

nowforcingyoutorememberallthosememories.

It'sagoodthing,becausenowwecanworkthrough

itandgetyouhelp.Icanonlyhelpyouifyou're

ready,Kele.Areyoureadyformetoassistyou?"

IslowlynoddedtryingtoforgetallIkeep

remembering.



Ziyanda

It'sMondaytoday,exactlyaMonthlaterafterthe

photoshootIhad.Thingshavebeensupergreat.

I'vehadinterviewswithmagazinesandIevenmade

itonnyfavouriteshow,Dave'sDiary,withPhilaby

myside.ApparentlyI'vebeentrendingonsocial

media.I'mbeingcalleda"goddesswho'sstarteda

wholenewrevolution."I'menjoyingthiswholenew

me.I'veevenspicedupmywardrobealittlebitwith

somecroptopsandrippedjeans.Philasayshe

lovesthisnewme,hesaysI'mfinallycomfortablein

myownskin.Ilovebeingconfidentand

everywhereIgowomencomeuptomeandhugme.

Someevenaskmeforautographs.I'veevenbeen

putonafewbillboardsaroundthecountry.Elmarie

gotherrangetobeshippedandintroducedinItaly,

allthankstoLuciano.I'vedecidedtogivemyshare

ofthemoneyI'dgettoGenderBasedViolence



survivorsandvictims.It'snotlikeIneedthemoney,

sowhynotdosomethingproductive?I'venever

seenPhilasoproud.He'seventakingmetoCape

Town,totheverysamehotelwefirstmadeloveat

fortheweekendtocelebrate.IstilllovethatHotel

andzican'twaittoseeSimoneandtheotherspa

girls.IhopebitchyLeratodoesn'tworkthere

anymore.

Sbuontheotherhandhasbeentryingtoget

himselftogether.He'sfoundanewfriendand

confidanteinRachel.Hesaysthey'rejustfriends

andPhilahasconfirmedit.Theyarenotdatingas

farasweknowandshehasturnedouttobeavery

goodassetinSbu'slife.Theyevengotochurch

togetherandMam'Ivyisseriouslyamazed.

She'sbeendyingtomeetRachel.WhatIlikeabout

heristhatshe'sverystraightforwardandhonestas

farasIknow.She'scrazy,butgodfearing.She's

evenrubbedoffonGogoandMam'Masango.I



haven'tspokentoKeleinalongtime,sinceshe

doesn'tbothertopickupmycallsorrespondtomy

texts.She'sevenblockedmeonsocialmediasoI

letherbe,butPhilaandIstillputherinourprayers

everynight.

Ihaven'tseenPorscheinawhileandshe'sfinally

comingbacknextweek.SheandRobhave

apparentlybeentravelingupastorm,withthekids

ofcourse.Shesendsmepicseverydayandvideo

callsmeeveryotherday.Baileyhasgrownso

much,Icanhardlyrecognizehimanymore.

Theofficeisn'tthesamewithoutPorsche,but

Melissaisdoinggreat.She'sdoingsogreat,

keepingNoziandThatoontheirtoes.Nowonder

herandPorschegetalongsowell,theyhavethe

samepersonalities.EvenRachelnearlyslapped

Nozitheotherday.Istilldon'tknowwhyshe

doesn'tchange.AllIcansayisthatlifeissogood

rightnow,Idon'thaveevenspaceforstressinmy



life.PhilaandIarejustprayingforbetterdays,

healthandmorelife.Weknowkidswillcome,

althoughIseehimabitlonelyandhe'syearningto

havehisown.IknowGodhasplansforus.

Gog'Khanyi

ThingshavebeengoingreallywellforZeeandPhila.

Theyhavebeenprayingandgoingtochurcheven.

Godhasbeengood.Wehaven'theardfromLunga

inalongtimeandthat'sagoodsign.Thandohas

doneawhole360degreeturn.Insteadofherjob

beingpunishment,shehasturnedouttoenjoyit

andseemstohavefoundhercalling.Sheeven

helpsoutatthehospitalandgoestochurchwith

Mam'Masango.WhentheysayModimowa

makatsa(GodisaGodofmiracles),theyweren't

lying.I'mimpressedbutstilldon'ttrustherentirely.

AsIwasenjoyingmyselfwithFlorahoversome

coldbeverages,Thandowalkedin.



Thando:"Sanibonani(Goodday)mygirls.Ninjani

kodwa(Howareyou)?"

Mam'Masango:"heh!Bonaseumuhlenjani,Thando

(Lookhowbeautifulyouare).Itoldyourgogoyou'd

change.Alltheyneededtodowaswaitandhave

patience.Heh!Khanyisa,haveyouheardthischild

praykodwa(though)?Sheevenpraysand

preachesatchurchsometimesduringyouth

sessions."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ihaveheardalittlebit.I'mproudof

you,Thando,eventhoughyou'renotoffthehook

justyet."

Thando:"Iknow,gogo.I'mjusthappytohavebeen

givenanotherchance.I'veevenbeenprayingfor

ZeeandPhilatoforgiveme.IevenaskedGodto

blessthemwithachild.Ihaveagoodfeeling."



Mam'Masango:"See?Itoldyouyouneedtotrust

me."

Thando:"Anyway,Istartedprayingatthelocal

publichospitalinAlexander,Gogo.Youwon't

guesswhoIsawtoday."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ubani?uJesu?(who?Jesus?)"

Thando:"Ai,Gogo.No,IsawZodwa."

IwassoshockedIthoughtitmustbethewine

talking.

Gog'Khanyi:"Heh?!UthiZodwa?!AsinZodwa

Ngcobo?!"



Thando:"Yebo,ma.She'sbeenintheburnunitfora

whilenow.Shewasseverelyburntandfoundbya

homelessmannearCenturion.Shame,Gogo.Ku

ba(It'sbad).Herlegsaren'tworkinganymore.She

needstoundergoseverphysiotobeabletowalk

again."

Gog'Khanyi:Eh!Lifecanreallyhumbleyou,man."

Mam'Masangi:"I'lltellhermother,Shirleytogosee

her.She'sbeencryingandprayingforher.Zodwa

hasseenthelighteventhoughittookaneardeath

experiencebroughtuntoherbyherson."

Ai,whatcanIsay?Somepeoplearetoostubborn

toturntoGod.

ChapterOneHundredandTen

Ziyanda



Lifehasbeensogood,IfeellikeIcouldactually

singittotheworld.PhilaandIhavebeenbetter

thanever.WeshageverychancewegetandIcan't

evenrememberthelasttimewehadafight.Our

sexlifehastakenadifferentdirectionnowina

goodwaythough.

We'vebeenintosomeBDSM,tyingeachotherup

anditfeelsamazing.Justlastnighthehadtiedmy

legsandarmstogether.Anorgasmaccompanied

withpainisjustamazing.IlovethenewpersonI've

become.Idon'tdoubtmyselflikeIusedto.I

rememberPorsche'swords"Letsatsilagohlabela

ngwanyana"(betterdaysawaityou).Theseare

mostdefinitelythebetterdaysshehasbeen

referringto.

PhilapaidLobolaformeafewweeksago.My

fatherBonginkosiGumede,didn'tfeellikehe's

worthyofthemoneysincehedidn'traisemesothe



moneywenttomymother.Gogosaidshe'sgood

withmoney,aslongasI'mhappythenshe'shappy.

It'sFridayeveningandI'mdonepackingthelastof

mythingsforourCapeTowntrip.

PhilainvitedDrakeandMelissatocomealong.

RachelandSbuarealsocomingalongwithusas

"friends"astheykeepsaying.Iwentdownstairs

andfoundPhilawaitingforme.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(Mylove).Pleasedon'ttell

meyou'vepackedthewholewardrobe.We'reonly

goingtobegonefortwodays."

Ismiled.

Me:"Ag,baby,Ijustneedtobesafe.Aladycan

neverpacktoomanyclothes."



HeshookhisheadasSbucamealonginhiscar

withRachelandhooted.Sbucanbesucha

gangsterattimes.

Sbu:(hootingandshouting)"Ash'ambeninina!

Is'khatisok'dlanasesiphelile(Let'sgo,youguys!

Timetoshagisover)!"

Webothlaughedasweheadedout.Philaputour

bagsinthecarandheandIsatattheback.

Rachel:"Hey,girl!Howzit,Phila?"

Phila:"GoodRachel."

Me:"Hey,Rachel.I'mwellhowhaveyoubeen?"

Rachel:"I'mgood,babe.Ijustneedsomeweed.



YourbrotherinlawheresaysIcan'tsmokeanyuntil

wereachourdestination."

Sbu:(chuckling)"Nee,manRae.Idon'twantZeeto

gethighfromthesmoke.Besides,Philadoesn't

smokeatall."

Me:"Heusedtosmokeweedbackintheday."

Phila:"AhmaraSthandwasami(Mylove).Whydo

youhavetotakeoutmydirtylaundrylikethat?"

Me:"Askies,babywami(mybaby)."

Rachel:"Youtwoaresocute,man.Youremindme

ofMelissaandDrake.Yoh!TheirlevelofPDAis

justsomethingelse.Ihopewewon'tbewatching

youguystouchingeachotherintheplane.You'll

makeSbuandIjealous."



Sbu:"Don'tforgethorny,Rae."

Rachel:"Ag,man,Sbu.You'resoblue,it'sstartingto

show,babe.Godgaveyouhands,youknow.Make

useofthem."

WebothlaughedwhileSbuchuckledandshookhis

head.PhilaandIlookedateachotherandadmired

thechemistrythesetwohave.Theyreallysuiteach

other,butI'mgladSbuisn'trushingintoanything.

Althoughhetoldmehe'sdonewithKele,Iam

prayingtheytrytoworkthingsoutiftheycan.

WedrovetotheairportandwefoundDrakeand

Melissawaitingforusalready.Wegreetedthem

andwalkedintothejet.Weorderedsomedrinksfor

thewayandhadapleasanttalk.Onenevergets

boredwithRachelandSbuaround.Melissaismore

likeme,alotcalmer.



WemadeittotheHotelafterafewhours.Wegotto

thefrontdeskandweweremetbythesametwo

girls,thefriendlyreceptionistandBitchyLerato.

Shelookedalotmoredifferent,muchnicerand

slimmer.Theybothsmiledastheysawus.Iguess

shetoknourtipstoheartthelasttime.

Lerato:"Goodevening.We'resogladtobeofyour

acquaintance.MayIshoeyoursuite?"

PhilawaschucklingunderhisbreathwhileSbuand

Racheldidn'thaveacareintheworld.

Sbu:"Suresure,Lira.Takeitaway."

WehadbookedaPenthousesuitealsoonthetop

floor,whichwe'regoingtoshare.Ithasthree

bedrooms,soIhavenoideahowSbuandRachel

aregoingtoworkitout,butthey'vesleptinthe



samebedbeforeandnothinghappenedapparently.

I'veneverfiguredSbutohaveaplatonic

relationship,butIguessthingshappen.

Wegotinandtookourbagstoourbedroomsand

wentbackdownstairs.WefoundSbumixingsome

drinksforthemen,whileRacheltookoutabeerfor

herselfandMel,andSavannaforme.Champagne

canwaitthisweekend,we'reheretohavesomefun.

Weproceededtothebalconyandsatonthe

couches.

Rachel:"Hey,guys.It'sjointtime.Zee,Iknowyou're

theonlyweedvirginhere,soit'stimetotryit.".

Phila:"No,manRachel.Don'tenticemywifewith

yourdirtydealings,man."

Rachel:"Yoh,Phila,you'resuchapartypooper.

Whatdoyousay,Zee?"



Igottemptedbutdecidedtotry.ImeanI'venever

smokedbeforesothey'llhavetoshowme.

Me:"Okay,letmetryit.Babywami(mybaby),teach

me.Ngiyenzakanjani(HowdoIdoit)?"

Philashookhisheadbutletloose.Heshowedme

howtopullandpuff.Itsmelledhorrendous,but

afterafewpullsitdidn'tsmellsobadafterall.

SbuandRachelkeptlaughingandclapping.

Rachel:"Giveittime,poplap(doll),it'llkickinsoon."

Beforeweknewiteveryonehadsmokedsome

weed,wewereonoursecondroll.Iwaslaughingat

anythingandeverything,evenPhilafoundmefunny.

Weorderedsomuchfood.Rachelcallsitthe



munchies.ShekeptblowingafewpuffsatSbuand

theywerelaughingtogether.Wehadourfoodand

thedrinkskeptflowing.Threehourslater,Iwasina

seriousstateofeuphoria.Rachelwasright,weed

doesmakeoneveryhappy.IfeltlikeIwasflowing

andIevensuggestedweplaysomemusic.Iwas

thefirsttodanceandtheywereallsosurprised.

Philawassohappyandcametodancewithme.

Sbu:"BathateQhawekazi(Takeitaway,heroine)."

Theyalllaughed,whilePhiladancedbehindme

holdingmywaist.Icouldfeelhisdickpokingmy

assandIfeltwetimmediately.Thesultrymoves

thatwentwiththedancing,ashecurresedmywaist,

andoftentouchedmybreasts.Hishandswould

oftengodownmywaistandcomeuptomybreasts.

Rachel:"Ahahah,Sbu.Kyknet(Justlook).We're

watchingalivepornomovie,myhond(dog)."



Welaughed.

Phila:"Mxmvoetsek(pissoff),Rachel."

Theyalllaughedasweenjoyedourselvesandtook

thepartytothebedroomaftermidnight.I'venever

reallyhadseriousdrunkensexwithPhilabefore,let

alonesexwhilehigh.Ireallyenjoyeditsomuch

thatwewokeuponawetbed.Iwasso

embarrassed,butPhilawasveryproudtohave

seenmesquirtsomanytimes.IfIdon'tget

pregnanttonight,thenitwouldbeamiracle.Six

roundsofsexisn'tanyjoke.

WegotupthefollowingmorningwithRachel

bangingdownourdoors.

Rachel:"Wakeup,wakeupsleepyheads!We'rehere

tohavefun!Onsgaannieheeldagnaainie(We're



notgoingtofuckallday)."

Yep,RachelisthefemaleversionofSbu.Wegot

outtiredashellandfoundSbumakingusbreakfast.

WeweresotiredevenMelissawascomplaining.

Melissa:"Nee,fokman,Rachel(Nofuckman).Jy

maakgeraas(You'resonoisy)!Ek'skakmoeg(I'm

deadtired)."

Sbulaughedalongwithher.

Rachel:"Whotoldyoutofuckallnight?Yoh,you

guyswereatallnight.Didyouhearthem,Sbu?"

Sbu:(mimickingDrakeandMelissa)"Oh,fuck,Mel,

suckdaddy'srockharddick."



TheybothburstinlaughterwhileDrakelooked

unimpressed.

Drake:"Mxm,voetsek(pissoff)!"

Rachel:"Let'snotforgetZeeoverhere.Oh,Mkhonto,

fuckme,baby.It'sallyours."

Iwassoembarrassedmycheeksbetrayedmeonce

again.

Phila:"Mxmvoetsek(pissoff)nina(youtwo).Ifyou

twowerealsobusyyouwouldn'thavehadsomuch

timelisteningtous."

Theyjustkeptlaughing.Theyfedussomenice

breakfast.PhilaandSbuarereallygoodwiththe

pots.Themenorganizedusanicespatreatment

andofcourse,bookedoutthewholespajustforus.



Ican'twaittoseeSimoneandtheothergirls.

ChapterOneHundredandEleven

Ziyanda

Weweredonewatingbreakfastandmadeourway

tothespa.Themenhadtheirownsectionwhilewe

hadours.Iguesstheyalsowantedtogossip.

Simonecamerunningtowardsmeandhuggedme

andsodidtheotherladies.

Simone:"Zee!Nicetoseeyouagain.I'vebeen

seeingyouontvandsocialmedia.I'msoproud

you!"

Me:"Thankyou,Simone."

Simone:"Ieventoldeveryoneathomethatthat'smy

friend.Idon'tcareifanyonebelievedmeornot."



WebothlaughedandIintroducedhertomyfriends

RachelandMelissa.Westartedwithmanicures

andpedicures,andfacials.Wehadnice

champagneandfruitswhilerelaxing.

Melissa:"So,Rachel,areyougoingtotellZeeandI

thetruthaboutyouandSbu?"

Rachel:(smiling)"There'snothinghappening

betweenus,Iswear."

Zee:"Hmm.Butsomethingisbrewingright?"

Rachel:(Deepsigh)"Thingis,IlikeSbu,awholelot.

Ireallydo.ButIcan'tdatehimwhenhe'sgotso

muchbaggageandwhileKeleisexpectinghis

children.Ican'tdothat,it'snotfair."



Iunderstand,Itotallydo.

Me:"Igetyou,Ireallydohey.Soyoumeantotell

meyouhaven'tevenkissed?"

Rachel:"Nope.We'vehadmoments,butnope."

Melissa:"I'mshocked.Rachel,jylykpielteveel(you

lovedicktoomuch).Ineverthoughtyou'dholdout

thislong."

Welaughedoutloud.

Rachel:"Don'tgetmewrong,Sbuisreallyhot.He's

sweet,affectionate,caring,thoughtfulandso

romantic."

MelissaandIweresoimpressed.



Rachel:"Truthis,we'rebothsohornyandfrustrated

andsleepinginthesamebedisn'tmakingthings

easier.Idon'tknowhowmuchlongerI'dbeableto

holdout."

Melissa:"Well,we'renotencouragingyoutodo

anything,butheandKelearethepastandhe'sjust

waitingonthebabiestobeborn.Justgiveitago

andseewhereitleadsyou,nopressure."

ICouldseeRachelwasconsideringitasshebither

lipforawhile.

Melissa:"Ijustwanttoknowonething:Howbigis

Sbu?"

Weburstoutlaughing.TherewasnowayIwas

goingtodiscussmybrotherinlaw'sdicksize.



Sbu

TheguysandIdecidedtogetourownspa

treatments.Iwasneverafanofsuchthings,but

Philatoldmethatit'sagreatwaytobondwithyour

womanoversmalltalkandgreatforyourskin.

Phila:"Foza(brother),whenareyoufinallytapping

Rachel?Phelaweseeyou."

HeandDrakelaughed.

Drake:"Didyouseetheglow?Heneverhadthat

whenhewaswithKeleorSharonforthematter."

Sbu:"Eish,guys.IthinkI'vefallenforRachel.She

justmakesmefeelsomethingI'veneverfeltbefore.

She'skind,sweet,funny,wehavesomuchin



commonandIprayevenmorenowthatshe'sinmy

life."

Drake:"Manjejaiveekae(Sowhat'stheproblem)?"

Sbu:"Eish,shesaysshecan'tbewithmerightnow.

ShesaysIneedtodealwiththebaggagewithKele

first.Shesaysshecan'tdoKelelikethat.Butmy

ballsareturningpurple."

PhilaandDrakewerecrackingupsobadly,Ifelt

embarrassed.

Phila:"I'msayingshootyourshot,bafo(brother).

It'snousehangingontosomethingthat'sinthe

past.Showherhowyoufeelabouther,youdon't

havetosleepwithherjustyet,butatleasttakethe

firststep.Ihavenodoubtthatshefeelsthesame

wayaboutyou."



Truthis,Rachelhasmademefeelbrandnew.Ilove

herlevelofself-respectandselfassurance.Ijust

wanttomakeherthehappiestwomanintheworld.

Ineedamotherformychildren.

Phila:"Icanorganisesomethingforyouandheron

therooftop.Don'tsleepwithhertheresinceours

wentpublic."

Wealllaughed.

Sbu:"I'dappreciateit,bafo(brother)."

Phila:"Naweuberomantic(Youshouldberomantic).

Uyekeletsotsitaalkancane(Leavethetsotsitaal

forabit)."

Sbu:"Mxm,voetsek(pissoff),Phila."



Ireallyhopethisdoesn'tblowupinmyface.I'm

willingtowaitforhertolovemeaslongasittakes.

Gog'Khanyi

ThandoandFlorahhavegonetochurchforsome

revivalstuff.They'llonlybebacktomorrow

morning.It'smytimetoenjoymyToyboy,onelast

time.ItoldhimIcan'tdealwithanymoredrama.It

wasfunwhileitlasted,butIneedtogetmylifeon

trackwithouthim.Igotbacktomybedroomand

foundhimlyingonmybed-naked.

Tony:"BabyG,etlamosan(comehere).Letme

loveyou."

IchuckledandItookoffmyrobeandwastedno

timeasIgotontopofhim.Hislongshaftentered

meandwebothwentwild.



Tony:"Shit!BabyG!Onketsangmara(Whatareyou

doingtome)?"

Gog'Khanyi:"Oh,Tony!Fokman(fuckman)!

Ung'yenzakamnandi(You'redoingmerealgood)!"

Hethenflippedmeoversohecouldlieontopofme.

Dammit!Thisboyknowshisstory.HowamIgoing

tobeabletoendthis?

Tony:"Yoh,BabyG!Marrymesan.Kaoncandajo(I

loveyou)."

Gog'Khanyi:"Eish,Tony,thulanaweandjustfuck

meplease!"

Tony:"I'llstopifyoudon'ttellmeyouloveme.Say

it."



Gog'Khanyi:"Tony..."

Tony:"Sayit,BabyG.Mpotsegorekeoetsang(Tell

mewhatIdotoyou)."

Gog'Khanyi:"Iloveyoutoo."

Hesmiledatmeandpoundedmeharderandharder.

HeproceededuntilIcameandhedidthesame

followedbyaloudgrowl.

Tony:"Fuuuuuck!"

Hecollapsedonthebednexttome.

Tony:"Eish,fan.Whymajitanebasanjwetsegore

boGogobatsamayabjana(Whydidn'tmyfriends

tellmethatGogo'stastethisgood)?!"



Gog'Khanyi:"Eish,Tony.Thishastostop.Ithink

youshouldn'tcomebackhere.Gofedile(It'sover)."

Tony:"Haowa(no)BabyG,youdon'tmeanthat."

Gog'Khanyi:"Ido..."

Hegotontopofmeandkissedmeslowly,so

passionately.Hethenproceededtokissmyneck

andhishandslowlytraileddowntomyclit.He

rubbeditgentlycausingmetomoan.

Tony:"Tellmeyoudon'twantmeanymoreandI'll

leave."

Icouldn'tevensayit.Iwantedtobutmymouth

failedmeandmybodybetrayedmeasIwelcomed

myselfinhisarmsagain.Wemadeslow



passionateloveallnightlong.What'shappeningto

me?IsTony'sdickreallythisaddictive?

ChapterOneHundredandTwelve

Ziyanda

WehadsuchagreattimeattheSpa.Philahelped

SbuorganizesomethingrealromanticforRachel

ontherooftop,justlikewehadfewmonthsago.

PhilaandDrakearewaitingforusatthebarsowe

hadtogetRachelreadyforherbignight.

Ilovebeingacelebritynow,foralltherightreasons.

SimoneeventoldmethatIhelpedhergether

confidencebackwhenshesawmeontv.Talking

aboutmyrelationshipwithPhilaandreallyknowing

yourworthasawoman,gaveherthecourageto

leaveherboyfriend.Evensomewomenaskedme

forsomeautographshere.Philadoesn'tmindthe

attentionatall,hesaysit'sgoosforme.SoifI'm



happythenhe'shappy.

IreallyhopeKelefindsthehelpsheneeds.Dr

Steintoldusthatsheisspiralingoutofcontroland

sometraumasheexperiencedinthepastishauting

her.Shestillcan'tdealwithSbuleavingher.

Ifeelabitbadforher,butyoucan'texactlyforce

someonetoloveyou.Sbuontheotherhandhas

grownsofondofRachel.Heevensaidthatfor

onceinhislife,hedoesn'tfeeltheneedtovalidate

himselfandaskforreassurancewhenhe'switha

woman.

HesayshealwayshadtopleaseSharonandKelein

ordertofeellikeaman,butwithRachelitcomes

naturally.Sheautomaticallyrespectedhimfrom

thegetgo.Icanseehowshealsolooksathim,but

somethingisholdingherback.Idohopeshegetsit

offherchest.Sbuisawonderfulguyandifhe's

happywithRachelthenI'mallforit.



Rachel

ZeeandMelissadraggedmetomybedroomafter

thespa.Ihaven'tevenhadmylunchjointyetnor

anyfoodandalreadytheywantmetorushtothe

bedroom.WewalkedinandIwasinawe.Iwas

verysurprisedtoseeagols,sparkly,backless

eveningdress.Itwasaccompaniedbybeautiful

blackshoeswithgoldstraps.Isawanoteright

nexttoabeautifuldiamondnecklace."Can'twaitto

seeyouinthis,GangsterQueen.LoveSbu."

Iwastearyeyed,Imeannoonehaseverbeenthis

romantictowardsme.IalwayshearZeetellingme

howromanticPhilais,butIneverfiguredSbutobe

aromanticguy.He'salwayssogangster,andit's

adorable.I'mfeelingabitsadrightnow.Thiswhole

Kelethingisadrag,andIdon'twanttolooklikea

homewrecker.HowdoIdothiswithhimknowingI

can'tbeabletogivehimchildren?



Sbu

IwasstandingonthebalconywaitingonRachelto

arrive.Imfeelingabitnervous,butthisviewis

amazing.Philadidn'tliewhenhesaidthisviewis

equivalenttoheaven.Itscreamspeaceandbeauty.

Thestartsandthemoonreallydolooklikethe

spectatorstoustheaudience.

Philareallydidagoodjobwiththatbarman.They

organizedanicegoldenblanketwithblackandgold

pillows.Averycutepicnicsetup.Iaskedthemto

getmeanicebottleofchampagne,withsome

Heineken,herfavouritebeer.Igothersomenice

foodandsnacks,withsushiandlotsofchocolate.

ShelovesBlueberryCheesecakeandchocolate

triflesoIaddedthattothemixaswell.I'mavery

observantguywhenI'minlove,youknow.



Ialsogotherabunchofsunflowers,herfavourite

flowers.Therewererosepetalseverywhere.I

reallyhopeshelovesthis.AsIwasfixingmyselfI

sawtheelevatordoorsopenandthereshewas.

Shelookedsomajestic,thatshedidn'tdothatdress

anyjustice.Herbeautiful,caramelskin

complementedthatgoldendress.

Ifthesunwasuprightnowitwouldbejealous

becauseRachelisglowingmorethanarayof

sunshine.

AmandaBlack'sNdizeleWenawasplayinginthe

backgroundasRachelapproachedmewithtearsin

hereyes.

Sbu:(Smiling)"Youlooksobeautiful,Gangster

Queen."

Rachel:(Blushing)"Thankyou.You'renottoobad

yourself."



Sbu:"Allowmetotreatyoutothenightofyour

dreams,Rae.Please,let'ssit."

WesatdownasIpoppedthechampagneand

pouredourselvessometodrink.

Sbu:"Let'smakeatoast,tonewbeginnings."

Rachel:"Cheers."

IcouldseeRachelwasabituncomfortable.She's

alwaysbeenreseevedwheneverIraisedtheideaof

usbeingtogether.SoIdecidedtotackletheissue

beforethingsgotheated.

Sbu:"Rachel,eversinceImetyou,mylifehasfelt

likeithasfallenintoplace.You'retheonemissing

piecetothemessypuzzleinmylife.Iknowthings



aren'tidealwiththewholesituationwithKele,butI

haverealizedthatIneedyouRachelCloete.I've

fallenforyou,hard.I'veneverfeltthiswaybefore

notevenaboutKele.

IrealizethatIthoughtIcouldrekindlewhatshe

andIhadandIrushedeverythingintheprocess.

You'vetaughtmehowimportantitistolovemyself

beforeIcouldloveanyoneelse.You'vebroughtme

somuchpeaceandIhaven'thadthismuchfunwith

awomaninaverylongtime."

Rachel:(tearyeyed)"Whatareyousaying,Sbu?"

Sbu:"I'msaying,I'vefallenforyou,Rae.Givemethe

chancetomakeyouthehappiestwomanalive.

Justgivemeachance.Youdon'thavetostart

datingmerightaway,butatleastthinkaboutit."

Rachel:"Sbu...I...Idon'tknowwhattosay."



Sbu:"Rachel,youmakemesohappy,baby.Ienjoy

mytimewithyou.Ijustwantyoutobeapartofmy

lifebeforesomeoneelsetakesyouawayfromme."

RachelwasintearsatthispointandIwipedthem

offwithmyfingers.

Rachel:"Sbu,I..There'ssomethingIneedtotell

you."

Sbu:"Aslongasyou'renotsayingno.I'mallears"

Rachel:"I..FewyearsagoIwasshotinthrstomach.

Someguystriedtohijackmeandtheyshotmein

thrprocess.Asaresultmyovariesruptured.Iknow

howmuchyoulovechildren,butIcan'thave

children.I'dneverbeabletogiveyouchildren."



TearsfloweddownhercheeksasIcuppedherface.

Sbu:"Lookatme,Rae.You'resobeautiful,sokind,

soloving.You'veevenmademegotochurchand

startprayingevenmore.WheneverIlookatyou,I

thankGodforcreatingabeautylikeyoujustforme.

ImustreallybetheluckiestmanonearthforGodto

bringyouintomylife.

You'remyrayofsunshine,Rachel.You'remy

Goldencoin,withoutyouIwouldn'tevenknowthat

Godhadmyback.Istillloveyou,Iloveyoueven

morenow.Evenifyoucan'tgivemechildrenyou'll

stillbethewomanIwanttobewith."

ShecriedandIleanedintokissher.Thank

Goodnessshedidn'tresist.ThefirsttimeIever

kissedher.Ievenfeltbutterfliesinmystomach

andgoosebumpsallovermybody.Inevereven

thoughtmencouldfeelbutterflies.Wepulledoutof

thekissandstaredateachothersmiling.



Rachel:"Okay,wecangiveitatry,butonlyifyou

checkuponKeleeverynowandthen.Sheneeds

youmostrightnow."

Ismiled.

Sbu:"Thankyou,GangsterQueen.Thankyoufor

makingmynight.I'llneverletyoudown."

Wekissedagainasweenjoyedourfoodandfed

eachothersomechocolates.Thenightcouldnever

beperfectwithoutafewjoints,right?SoIgotout

twoperfectlyrolledjointsandweenjoyedournight

laughingandtalking.I'msoblessedtohave

someonelikeRachelinmylife.Iintendondoing

thingsrightthistimeandtakingitslow.

ChapterOneHundredandThirteen



Gog'Khanyi

IwasawokenbyThandoandFlorahmakingnoise.

Iopenedmyeyesandfoundmyselfwrappedin

Tony'sarms.Shit.Wemusthaveoverslept.

Gog'Khanyi:"Tony,wakeup!"

Tony:"Ah,manBabyG.Esalevroeg(It'sstillearly)."

Gog'Khanyi:"ThandoandFlorahareback.Youhave

toleave."

Tony:"Ah,maraBabyG.Hantlehantlekegohlabisa

dihlongne(You'reembarrassedofme,aren'tyou)?"

Gog'Khanyi:"It'snotlikethat."



Tony:"Thenwhyonkoba(whyareyouchasingme

away)?Youdon'twantpeopletoseeme,neh?"

Oh,yes.ThisisexactlywhatIwasafraidof.Now

I'mcatchingfeelingsforthisguyandit'saserious

mess.

Gog'Khanyi:(Deepsigh)"Tony.Givemesometime

tofigurethingsoutbetweenus,okay?Butfornow

youhavetogobeforeyourcrazygirlfriendcomes

backhereagain."

Tonygotupandputhisclothesbackon.

Tony:"Shosho,BabyG.Nsunepeleketsamaya

(GivemeakissbeforeIleave)."

Ai,Tonykodwa(though).Ikissedhimandweleft

mybedroom.IcheckedifFlorahorThandowere



around,buttheywerenowhereinsightsoIdecided

tohurrytowardsthedoor.Itwastoolatethough,

Thandowasabouttowalktothekitchenandfound

mesneakingTonyout.

Thando:"Eh!Gogo!KantiujolaneBen10ngempela

(Wow,Gogo!You'rereallydatingaBen10)?!"

Gog'Khanyi:"Voetsek(Pissoff)Thando!"

TonykissedmegoodbyeandIcouldseehejust

wantedtoshowoff.

Tony:"Shosho,BabyG.Ketlaobona(Seeyou)."

HekissedmeandleftasThandogavemeastare.

Gog'Khanyi:"Ungalingi(Don'tyouevendare)."



Thando:(laughing)"Ididn'tsayanything,Gogo.

He'scute,though.Niyafanelana(Youguyssuit

eachother)."

Gog'Khanyi:"Mxm."

Thando:"Ijustwanttoaskonequestion."

Ijustlookedather.

Thando:"Whyumfihla(areyouhidinghim)?"

Gog'Khanyi:"We'renotdating,Thando.We'rejust

havingfun.Andbesides,whatwillpeoplesayifthey

foundoutI'mdatingaboyhalfmyage?"

Thando:"Hawu,Gogo.Thatdidn'tlooklikejust



havingfuntome.Andbesides,you'venevercared

aboutwhatpeoplesay.Whystartnow?"

Shewenttoherbedroomleavingmeherethinking.

She'sright,though.WhyshouldIworrynowabout

whatpeoplesay?

Sbu

RachelandIhadagreattimeontherooftop.I'mso

gladshefinallyacceptedmyproposal.I'mno

longersingleandeventhoughwe'retakingitslow,

I'mnotcomplaining.Weweresodrunkandhigh

fromtheweed,sowedecidednottojointherestof

thegang.Weheadedstraighttothebedroom.I

mustadmit,Iwashornyasfuck,butIrespecther

somuchI'mwillingtowaitforher.

Rachel:"I'msoexhausted,Sbu.Ineedtosleep.Can

uexcusemeforasecondwhileIchangeintomy



pjs?"

Sbu:"Hawu,Rae.Inmybedwesleepnaked,my

Queen."

Shelookedatmepuzzled.

Sbu:"Relax,Qhawekazi(queen),Iwon'tdoanything

toyou.Ijustwanttofeelyourskinagainstmine."

Rachel:(lookingdown)"Itsjustthat...Idon'twant

youtoseemyscar."

Igotupfromthebedandheldherhands.

Sbu:"Rae,Iloveyou.You'resobeautifulandno

scarwillchangethat.Please,letmeseeyou,allof

you."



Shehesitatedabit,buteventuallytookoffherdress,

followedbyherunderwear.ShitIswearIgothard

immediately.Mydickbetrayedmeandstoodup

butIvowednottomakelovetoher.Nottonight.I

cuppedherfaceandkissedherpassionately.She

respondedandheldmebymywaist.

Sheslowlytookoffmyclothes,whileIkissedher

neck.Ithenrubbedherbreastswithbothmyhands

whileshemoanedsoftly.Imadetrailedkisses

downtoherabdomenandkissedherscar.Isaw

tearsrollingdownherfaceasIdidthat.Isawher

perfectlyshavedpussybutIwentbackup.It'snot

therighttime,butI'llmakesuretomakeit

memorableforherwhenwefinallymakelove.I

kissedherforehead.

Sbu:"Let'sgetinbed."



Shesmiledaswegotunderneaththesheetsand

madeherputherheadonmychest.IsmiledasI

inhaledherlovelylavenderscentedhair.

Sbu:"Iloveyou,RachelCloete."

Rachel:"Iloveyoutoo,SbusisoZwane."

Wedozedoffintoeachother'sarms.

Ziyanda

It's8aminthemorningandasusualPhilagotup

beforeme.Idon'tgethowhe'salwayssoenergetic.

Wewenttobedat2amandhedidn'tevenletme

rest.Heworkedmesohard,IthinkI'mbecoming

doublejointed.Igotdownthestairsandfound

Philapreparingthetable.



Heorderedareallyniceandgreesybreakfast,

accompaniedbysomefruitandmuesliandmuffins

forthehealthfreaks,includinghim.Ievensee

someyoghurtandsmoothies.Ineedsomeofthis

todetoxafterallthedrinkingwe'vebeendoing.

Phila:"Goodmorning,MaZwane."

Me:(Smiling)"Goodmorning,Babywami(My

baby)."

Phila:"Breakfastisserved."

Isatdownnexttohimandheplantedkissesall

overmyface.JustthenSbuandRachelwalked

downholdinghands.PhilaandIsmiledateach

other.Iguesstheplanworked.

Phila:"Goodmorning,banthandani(lovebirds)."



RachelblushedwhileSbuwassmilingalltheway.I

couldseeallhisteethshame.I'veneverevenseen

Rachelblush,IguessSbudidhisthing.

Sbu:"Shosho,foza(suresurebrother).Qhawekazi

(Heroine)."

Ziyanda:"Lookslikeyouhadagreateveninglast

night."

Rachel:(smiling)"Yep,wehadagreatone."

Sbu:"Uphi(where's)uDrakeandMel?"

Phila:"Theyarestillsleeping.Itmusthavebeena

hecticnight.Thosetwowereatitallnight.We

evenhadtoblockourears."



Wealllaughed.

Sbu:"Mxmnjanibafo(How,Brother)?Whenyou

twowerebusythewholenightbangingdownthe

walls?"

TheyalllaughedasIblushed.Wecontinuedeating

asDrakeandMelcamedownafewminuteslater.

Wehadtogogetreadyasthemenpreparedanice

shoppingspreeforus.Itwasabitchillyoutsideso

Isettledforajeanandsneakers,withasleeveless

whitevestandawhitefurcoat.Weheadedoutto

themallindifferenthiredcars.Assoonaswe

arrivedItookMelandRacheltoElmarie'sboutique

whiletheboyswenttheirway.

ElmariewassoexcitedtoseemeandIwasvery

happytoseemypictureonherwallintheplussize

section.



Melissa:"Youlookflaweless,Zee.Lookatthat

picture.Philamustbesoexcitedseeingthatevery

night."

WealllaughedandIwasabitembarrassed.We

shoppedaroundforsomesexylingerieandasIwas

roamingaroundtheboutiqueIgottheshockofmy

life.Icouldn'tbelievewhomIwasstaringatrightin

frontofme.

Lunga:"Hello,Zee."

MyheartstartedpoundingasIrememberedwhat

happenedlasttimeatBelinda'sfuneral.Itriedto

speak,butwordsfailedme.

Lunga:"I'vebeenlookingalloverforyou,baby.I'm

sogladIhavefinallyfoundyou."



Hekeptsmilingatmelikeasickidiot.Hestepped

closercausingmetofeelfrightenedandIstepped

backinfear.

Lunga:"I'mnotgoingtohurtyou,baby.Ijustwant

totalktoyou."

ItriedlookingaroudforMelandRachel,butthey

werenowheretobeseen.Ifinallygotthecourage

tostartspeakingasIstartedfeelingmyforehead

beingoverwhelmedwithsweat.

Me:"Wha..Whatareyoudoinghere?Whatdoyou

want,Lunga?Haveyoubeenstalkingme?"

Lunga:(laughing)"Ican'tstalkmyownwife,baby.

Comeonnow."



Me:"I'mnotyourwife,Lunga.Philaismyhusband."

Lunga:(laughing)"You'resofunnysometimes.

Come,let'sgosomewhereelseandtalk."

Hetriedtograbmyarm,butIscreamed.Elmarie

andhercashiercamerunning,andsodidRachel

andMel.AssoonastheysawLungagrabmyarm,

Elmarietriedtodialsecurity,butLungaalreadytook

outhisgun.Ihadn'tevennoticedthathehad

closedthedoorbehindhim.Iwassoovercome

withfearandterror.Hepointedtheguntowards

themandasRacheltriedtostepforward,hepulled

metohimandpointedtheguntomyhead,withhis

otherarmaroundmyneck.

Rachel:"Lunga,don'tdoanythingstupid,please.Let

hergo."

Lunga:"Youallbetterstayrightwhereyouareor



elseI'llblowherfuckingheadoff."

Rahel:"Yousurelywon'tkillsomeoneyoulove,

Lunga.Comeonnow."

Lungakeptquietwhilebreathingheavily.Ithinkhe

wastryingtoregisterwhathewasdoingandwhat

Rachelhadjusttoldhim.Iwassoterrified,Ihad

tearsrollingdownmycheeks.Peoplewerestarting

toscreamoutsideandIthinktheysawthiscrazy

manpointingagunatmyhead,inElmarie's

boutique.Whatanearlymorningforahostage

situation.

Lunga:"You!(PointingatElmarie)Comelockthe

door.Ifanyoneofyoumove,I'llstartshooting."

Elmariewassoshaken,shewenttowardsthedoor

andlockeditwithhershakyhandsandtearsrolling

downherface.Heaskedthemalltocomecloser



andsitonthecouchesandtoldthemtothrowtheir

phonesonthetable.Theydidastheyweretold.He

askedmetositdownaswellandIdidasIwastold,

eventhoughIwasbloodyscared.Ilookedathim

andthoughtofallthosetimeshehitme.Thelook

inhiseyeswasfrighteningenoughtoaskGodto

takeyourightthereandthen.Somehow,insteadof

beingangryathim,Itrulyfeltsorryforhim.Zodwa

ruinedeverythingforhimandcontrolledhislife

fromthegetgo.Nowthathecan'tcopeanymore,

He'sstuckinthepast,apastthatneverexisted.He

neverlovedmeyethisheadtellshimotherwise.

Lunga:(frustrated)"Doyouseewhatyoumakeme

do,Zee?!DoyouseewhatIhavetoresortto

becauseIloveyou?!"

Iwasfrightened,butItriedtospeak.

Me:"Lunga,we'renolongertogether.I'mwithPhila

now.Youknowthat."



Lunga:"Hestoleyoufromme!AndnowIcameto

takeyouback!"

Me:"No,Idon'tloveyou,Lunga.IlovePhila."

ItseemslikeIjustmadeeverythingworsebecause

hegotupandcockedthegun,andpointeditatme.

Iwantedtoshitmyselfrightthere.

Lunga:"Well,ifIcan'thaveyouthennoonecan."

MymindregisteredwhatwasabouttohappenasI

closedmyeyesandsaidalittleprayer.AsIwas

praying,Iheardagunshotgooffandfeltmyupper

chestburninginpain.SoonafterIheardtwomore

gunshots.Iopenedmyeyesandsawmyself

coveredinblood.



Ihadbeenshotbymyexhusband.MelandElmarie

triedtoassistmebyputtingpressureonthewound,

whileElmariewasrunningfranticallyonthephone.

ItriedtolookatLunga'sdirectionandsawhim

bleedingonthefloor,withRachelholdingagunin

herhandpointedatLunga.Ifeltsodrowsy,likeI

waslosingconsciousness.Themoretheykept

askingmetostayfocused,wasthemoreIfeltlikeI

wasseeingdarkness.Everythingbecameblurryin

frontofme.BeforeIknewitIsawPhila'sfacein

frontofme.

Phila:"Sthandwasami(mylove)!Staywithme

please!Staywithme!"

Andtheneverythingturnedblackasthevoices

fadedaway.

ChapterOneHundredandFourteen

Kele



Iwasinbedwatchingtvasusual.AuntEunice

cameinwithsometeaandbreakfastforme.Ifelta

bitrelievedaftermysessionwithDr.Stein.She

helpedmeseealittlebitofperspective.Iamtaking

mymedicationasrequestedandIfeelalmostbrand

new.IstillwanttofixthingsbetweenSbuandI.

Iknowthatwe'remeanttobeandasmuchasSbu

loveschildren,Iknowhe'llmakeitwork.Hehasto.

AsIwasflippingthroughthechannelsIsawa

startlingnewsheadline:"FaceofBBWlingerie

collectionandBillionairewifeZiyandaZwaneshot

byexhusband".

Wow.Somuchdrama.Isawparamedicsonthe

sceneandawholecrowdofpeoplebehindthe

reporter.Ididn'tseePhilaaroundasIassumedhe

waswithZeeprobablyonhiswaytohospital.AsI

wasabouttochangethechannel,IsawSbuholding

somegirlIrecognizewithhisarmaroundherwaist.



Shehadherheadonhisshoulder.Irememberthat

face!Fuck!That'sRachel!

SoSbuactuallycheatedonmefromBelinda's

funeral?!Heusedmysecretsasanexcusetofuck

around?!Iwasfumingsomuch,Ithrewmy

breakfastandteaonthefloor.

Eunice:"Kele!Ngwanake(mychild)what's

happening?!"

Ididn'tevenanswerher,insteadIputonmyshoes

andtookmycarkeys.Itriedtolookoutforthe

guardandhewasnowhereinsight.Igotintomy

caranddroveoff.Ineedtogetmymanback!

Phila

Iwassoangryandmostlydisappointedinmyself.



OnceagainIfailedtoprotectmywife.Ishould've

beentherewithher,Inevershould'velethergo

shoppingwithoutsecurity.IthankGodDrakewas

theretoattendtoZee.Icouldn'tlivewithmyselfif

shewasdead.Racheldidagoodthingbyshooting

thatasshole.Unfortunately,He'snotdead.

Hewasbroughttothisverysamehospital,butI

askedtheparamedicstoredirecthimelsewhere.

I'mfuriousbecauseIthoughtMthunzihadbeen

keepinganeyeonhispsychobrother,buthesaid

Lungatookoutthetrackerwhenhewasn'twatching

anddumpeditelsewhereinthehouse.

NowI'msittingonachairnexttoZee'sbedholding

herhand.Drakesaidthebulletnearlyrupturedone

ofherarteries.ThankGoditjusthitherupperchest.

Hehadtooperateandremovethebulletsoshe's

sedatedfornow.Idecidedtosayalittleprayer.

"DearGod,Ihumblemyselfbeforeyou.Ithankyou



somuchforprotectingmywifeandsavingherfrom

death.Pleasebewithher,Lord.Istillneedher.In

JesusnameAmen."

Idecidedtotakeabreakandgocheckuponthe

restofthegang.Ifoundtheminthewaitingarea

andMelissajumpedupimmediatelyasshesawme

andgavemeahug.

Melissa:"Howisshe?"

Phila:(sigh)"She'ssedatednow,butDrakesays

she'llbeokay."

Sbu:"Foza(brother),she'safighter,man.Don't

worryabouther,she'llmakeit."

Phila:"IneedtofinishLungaoff.Hehadthenerve

tothreatenmywife'slifelikethat!"



Sbu:"No,Bafo(brother),leavehim.Mthunziwillsort

himout.You'reamarriedmannow,andnotjust

that,aprayingman.YoujustfocusonZee."

Isigheddeeply.Hehadagoodpoint.Idon'tkill

anymore.ImadeapromisetomywifeandtoGod.

Phila:"Ineedtothankyou,Rachel.Youreallysaved

mywife'slife.Thankyousomuch."

Rachel:(smiling)"Don'tmentionit,P.Zeeismygirl,

soIhadtodowhatIhadtodo."

Sbu:"Yes!That'smywoman!MyGangsterQueen,

y'all."

WealllaughedwhileRachelrolledhereyes.



Rachel:"ai,Sbu.Don'tmakemedumpyoujusta

fewhoursafteracceptingyourproposal."

Sbu:"Hayibobaby.Khethilekhethile(there'sno

turningback)."

Wealllaughedasweorderedsomefoodtoeat.

Lungaruinedaperfectday,butallinallI'mgladmy

wifeisaliveandthat'sallthatmattersrightnow.

ZodwaNgcobo

I'vebeenlyinginhospitalforweeksnow.AllI

rememberisMthunzisettingmealightinthemiddle

ofnowhereandfallingintoariver.ApparentlyIwas

unconsciousforweeksduetosevereburnsonmy

body.I'vehadalotoftimetoreflectonmylifeand

Ideserveeverythingthat'scomingtome.



Iruinedpeople'slives,especiallyLungaand

Belinda'slives.IjustwishIcouldgetachanceto

makepeaceandaskforforgiveness.Iwishthat

GodhadjusttakenmeafterMthunzisetmeonfire.

Idon'tdeservetoliveatall.Nowmylegsdon'twork

andmywholebodyisburnt.I'malmost

unrecognizable,butthewomenwho'vebeen

comingtoprayformearegivingmehope.

GodisaGodofmiraclesbecauseThandohasbeen

comingtoprayforme.IfGodcouldchangeThando

andturnherlifearound,thenHecansurelychange

mine.I'vebeenreadingtheBibleandprayingalot.

Icanonlyhopethatmylifechangesforthebetter.

AsIlayinbedwithmyBibleIwasstunnedbythe

personwhostoodinfrontofme.Ifeltmyself

tearingup.



Shirley:"Sawubona(Hello)Zodwa.Unjani(Howare

you)?"

Zodwa:"Sawubonama(Helloma).Ngiyaphila,

unjani(I'mgood,howareyou)?"

Shirley:"Ngizilwe(Iheard)aboutwhathappened,

mntwanami(mychild).Itoldyoumanyyearsago

thatyouwoulddieaslowandpainfuldeath.Ican

nowseethatGodhasbiggerplansforyousince

you'restillalive."

Iwasintears.Ihaven'tseenmymotherinyears.I

wassomeantoherandIdon'tdeserveher

kindness.Ididn'tlikebeingfromTsakane,butright

now,I'dratherbethepoorgirlfromTsakanethan

theexrichgirl.

Shirley:(tearyeyed)"Iforgiveyou,mychild.IfI

don'tdoit,whodoIexpecttodoit?Godhas



forgivenyou,Zodwa.Itisnowtimeforyoutoturn

toGodandfollowthelifehechoseforyouwhen

youwereborn."

PeoplearelaughingatmesayingtheMightyZodwa

Ngcobohasfallen.IcantrulyhopethatGodhas

biggerplansforme.

ChapterOneHundredandFifteen

Ziyanda

Twoweekslater

WeunfortunatelyhadtocutourCapeTowntrip

shortafterIgotshot.Ididn'tpresschargesagainst

Lunga,muchtoPhila'sdismay.Ididhoweverask

Mthunzitogethimhelpandhebookedhimintoan

asylum.I'mjustgladtobealiveandwell,andeven

thoughIhaven'tbeenabletousemyarmfully,Phila

hasbeenmorethanhappytocareforme.



PorscheisfinallybackinSouthAfrica.I'mso

thrilled.Shewasveryupsettohearaboutthe

shootingandnotbeingtheretosupportme,butshe

hasdevelopedanewfoundlevelofrespectfor

Rachel.ThingsareabitbadonSbu'sside,

apparentlyKelehasbeenmissing.Shedroveoff

whiletheguardwassleepingandwehaven'tbeen

abletolocateher.Tonyisstillonit,thoughhe

foundhercarlyingelsewhereinJo'burg.He'sbeen

prettystressedandalsoblaminghimselfforthe

wholething,butRachelhasbeensosupportive.

Icanonlyhopethatshe'swellandtheyfindher

soon.Mam'MasangojustsaidKeleisindangeras

shehasstoppedtakinghermedication.Ican't

imaginewhatshe'sgoingthrough,though.AsI

wasthinkingwhilelyingonthecouchwatching

sometv,Porschewalkedin.

Porsche:"Heyheyfamily!"



ShehuggedPhila.

Phila:"Hey,Porsche.Longtimeman.I'meven

thinkingIneedtofireyou."

Porsche:(laughing)"Tjowenalewena(youman).

Odramatic(You'resodramatic)attimes.Where's

mygirl?"

Phila:"Inthelounge.Goon,I'llbringyousome

lunch."

Ismiledsomuchasshehuggedmeforalongwhile.

Shelookedabitdifferent,likeshe'sgotsomething

worryingher.

Porsche:"Oh,chomi(friend)!I'vemissedyouman!I

shouldstopleavingbecauseseemslikeshit



happenswhenIdo!RachelstartsdatingSbu,and

nowyougetshotbyLunga.Aowa(no)man."

Me:"I'mokaynow,man.I'vemissedyoutoo.How

wasthetrip?"

Porsche:"Oh,lovely,babe.Igotyousomenicegifts

hey.Wewereallovertheworld.Ididn'tevenwant

tocomeback."

Philawalkedinandputatraywithsomefoodand

drinksforus.

Phila:"Enjoyladies.I'llbeinmymancaveifyou

needme,MaZwane."

Porsche:"Jane,gomonategonyalwa(It'snice

beingmarried)."



Ilaughed.

Me:"Hao,you'realsomarriedman.Anyway,how

arethingswithRobandthekids?"

Porschesuddenlychangedherfacialexpression

andbecameteary.Iheldherhand.

Me:"Porsche,dintshang(what'swrong)?"

Porsche:(deepsigh)"Ihavetotellyousomething.

RobandIhadplannedthewholetripbecauseit's

hislast.RobhasgotStageFourColonCancer.He

doesn'thaveverylongtoliveanymore,sohe

wantedtospendhislastdayswithmeandthekids.

Hedidn'twanttodiefullofregrets."

Ohno!Icouldn'thelp,butletthetearsrolldown.



Me:"Mygoodness,Porsche.I'msosorry,babe.

Whendidyoufindout?Andwhydidn'tyoutellme?"

Porsche:"Wefoundoutafewweeksago.Ididn't

wanttostressyouout,Zee.Weallhaveourown

baggage.He'sgotafewweekstoliveandhechose

tospendthosedaysathome.Iwon'tbeabletobe

atworkforawhile,hewantstodiewithusaround

him."

Icouldn'thelpbutbreakdown.Ican'timagine

losingPhilalikethat.

Porsche:"It'sokay,Zee.Really.We'vemadepeace

withit.Robisn'tafraidofdyingatall.He'sshown

mesomuchloveinmylifeandIcan'tthankhim

enoughforthat.I'dbeamesswithouthim.Ican

onlythankGodforgivingmethechanceto

experiencereallove.Notverymanypeoplegetto

havethat."



Shesmiledatmeasshesaidthat.Icouldn'teven

believeshewassoenthusiasticaboutit.Porsche

alwaysbouncesback.Ijustwonderifshe'lleverbe

abletolivewithoutRob.Wecontinuedthedaywith

laughterandhershowingmetheirpicturesfrom

theirworldtour.IcanonlypraythatPhilaandI

experiencewhatRobandPorschehave.

Oneweeklater

Ziyanda

Ihavefinallybeenallowedtoreturntoworksince

myarmhasfullyhealedfromthebulletwound.

MthunzisaysthatLungahasbeentakingtreatment,

butthelessIhearfromhimthebetter.Ihaven't

beenfeelingtowellforthepastweek.Ican'tseem

tokeepanythingdownandPhilaisbasicallyforcing

metogoseeadoctortoday.



It'sbeenthreeweekssinceKelehasbeenmissing

andasmuchasSbuisreallytrying,deepdownhe's

amess.It'sonlyamatteroftimebeforehehasa

nervousbreakdown.I'mbackatworkandIcheck

uponPorscheeverynowandthen.Robistryingto

staypositiveeventhoughthingsaren'tlookingtoo

good.Allthishasmademeappreciatelifeitself

evenmore.

PhilaandImadeourwaytoDrake'spracticesince

it'sknockofftime.Ihaven'tevenbeenableto

stomachthesmellofhiscologne,asmuchasit's

expensive.Hedoesn'twearitanymoresinceit

nauseatesme.Ievenhatethesmellofeggsnow,

nottomentionthetaste.

PhilakeepstellingmeI'mpregnant,butIdon'teven

wanttogothere.I'drathernothavemyhopesup

eventhoughIhaven'tseenmyperiodsinalong

while.MycyclehasalwaysbeencrazyhenceI



don'twanttogetexcited.

WeenteredDrake'sofficeandfoundhimseated.

Drake:"Mr.AndMrs.Zwane."

Phila:"Ai,nawe.Whydoyouhavetobesoformal?"

Drake:(chuckling)"I'matwork,soIhavetobe

formal."

Wegotseated.

Drake:"So,what'shappening?"

Me:"Ihaven'tbeentoowell.Ican'tkeepanything

downandIhatethesmellofcertainthings."



Phila:"Likemycologne.ThankstoherIcan'teven

smellnicefortheladies."

Ijuststaredathimwhilehesmiledatme.

Drake:"Soyou'remeaningtotellmethatyoudon't

seewhat'shappening,Zee?Youcouldbe

pregnant."

Philasmiledwidely.

Phila:"See?Itoldherthatexactlybutshesaidshe

didn'twanttogetherhopesup."

Drake:"It'sunderstandable."

Heaskedmeafewmorequestionsanditwaslikely



thatIcouldbepregnant.Asexcitingasitseems,I

can'thelpbutfeelscared.Ihavealotofthoughts

runningthroughmymindlikeamarathon,butthe

mainoneisthatIdon'twanttolosethispregnancy.

Drakeaskedmetotakeapregnancytestinthe

toiletandIpee'edonthestickwithouteven

checkingit.Iquicklywashedmyhandsand

returnedtohisdesk.Philawassoexcitedand

didn'tletgoofmyhand,notevenforonesecond.

AfterafewminutesofsilenceIsawDrakesmile.

Drake:"You'redefinitelypregnant."

Philasmiledandkissedme.

Phila:"Thankyou!ThankyousomuchMaZwane!"

Iwasintotalshock,Iactuallydidn'tknowhowto

feel.Igavehimafaintsmileas

Igotupandchangedintoamedicalgownas



instructedbyDrakeandlayonthebedwhileI

waitedforDraketocomeandattendme.Philaheld

mebythehandthroughoutwhilebeamingwith

pride.Iloveseeinghimthishappy.Hekeptkissing

myhand.IguessGodreallyheardourprayersthis

time.

Drakegotinandputhisinfamouscoldgelonmy

abdomen.OnceIsawthemonitorIjustfelttears

streamdownmyface.Iwasevenmoreamazedas

Iheartaheartbeat,followedbyanotherandthen

another.

Drake:"Lookslikeyou'reinforabigsurprise.Isee

threeheartbeats.You're13weekspregnant,Zee.

Congratulations!Idon'tevenknowhowyou

couldn'tnoticeforawholethreemonthssince

you'recarryingtriplets,butithappens."

Philawassohappyashekeptkissingme.Iwasin

totalshock.Threebabies?!Wow.Ijusthopeall



thedrinkinghasn'taffectedtheminanyway.Drake

leftusasIgotuptochange,butPhilaheldmy

handsandkneeleddowninfrontofmeandhad

tearsfallingdownhisface.

Phila:"Thankyousomuch,Mazwane.You'vejust

mademethehappiestmanalive.Ipromiseto

cherishyouatalltimes.You'vejustshownmethat

GodisaGodofmiraclesandprayercomesfirst.I

dreamtofthismomentfewweeksago.Myfather

cametomeinmydreamsandtoldmewe'llbe

blessedwithlittleones.Ineverthoughtitwouldbe

three!Iloveyousomuch,ZiyandaZwane.Thank

youforthegiftoflife."

HekissedmytummyandIsmiled.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo,Babywami(mybaby)."

ChapterOneHundredandSixteen



Ziyanda

WewentoutforlunchwhilePhilacouldn'tstop

thankingme.IfinallygotintoitasIalsostarted

thinkingofwhothebabieswouldlooklike.Wouldit

bethreegirlsorthreeboysormixed?EitherWay

I'msoexcited.Philasayshewantsallgirlsjustlike

Sbu'stwins.Hewantslittleprincessestospoiljust

liketheirmommy.Heeventookthetimetogointo

ababyboutiqueandbuythreegreenbabybooties.

Itoldhimtogetaunisexcoloursincewedon't

knowthegender.

WegothomeandfoundSbuandRachelinour

houselookingsad.ItlookedlikeSbuhadbeen

crying.Isuddenlyfeltacoldshiverdownmyspine

asIexpectedtheworst.

Phila:"Bafo,what'shappening?"



Sbudidn'tevenhavetheenergytotalkhewasjust

drownedinhisowntears.

Rachel:(teary)"It'sKele.Theyfoundherinareal

mess.Apparentlysheconsumedpoisonandwas

rushedtohospitalanhourago.Wetriedcallingyou,

butbothofyoudidn'tanswer."

Oh,Iforgotweputourphonesonsilent.

Phila:"Willshebeokay?Whataboutthebabies?"

Rachel:"Wedon'tknow.That'swhywewaitedfor

youtogetheresowecouldleaveforthehospital

together."

Wedidn'tevenhesitate.Philatookthecarkeysand

wewereofftothehospital.Idon'tknowwhymy

goodnewsalwayscomeswithbadnews.Nowis



clearlynotthetimetotellthemaboutour

pregnancy.

WearrivedatthehospitalwithSbuquietthewhole

way.Rachelheldhishandthewholetime.Hewas

aseriousmessofwhichItotallyunderstand.We

hadtowaitawhileapparentlyDrakewasbusyin

surgery.WeaskedoneofthenursesaboutKele's

conditionandshesaidthatKelewasintheatre.

PhilaandIheldhandswithRachelandSbuand

startedprayinginthewaitingarea.Itfeltlikethe

longestprayerofourlives.

Afteraboutanhour,Drakecameoutwithhiswork

gearon.HetoldusthatKelehadbeenstayingwith

randompeopleshemetalongthewayandwasoff

hermedsforawhile.Shelosthersanityandate

somethingthathadratpoisoninit.Shewasfound

dumpedonanearbyroadinTsakane,withher

walletandcardstaken.Tonymanagedtotraceher

usingoneofhercards,whichwasusedtowithdraw



moneyafewhoursago.

Idon'tgethowcruelpeoplecanbe.Theyshould've

justcalledorcontactedthepolicewhenshearrived

ontheirdoorstep.Theytookadvantageofan

insanepregnantwomanandnowIjusthopeSbu

doesn'tgoafterthem.

HeexplainedthatKelecameinalivewithafaint

pulse.Theyhadtooperateimmediatelyand

removethetwins.Shewasonlysixmonths

pregnantandshediedbeforeshecouldmeetthem.

Sbujustfellinhisseatandbrokedown.Icouldn't

helpbutcryaswellandPhilacomfortedme,while

RachelconsoledSbu.

Keledidn'tmakeit,butthankfullythebabiesdid.

TheyweresenttotheNeonatalIntensiveCareUnit.

Sbucalmeddownafterawhileandaskedtogosee

Kelefirst,whilePhilaandIwenttotheNICUto

checkonthebabies.



It'sabittersweetmoment,sincetodayisKele's

birthday.31stofMay,whichwasalsosupposedto

beherweddingday.ItotallygetwhySbuissucha

mess.Hefeelsveryguiltyaboutwhatcouldhave

beenandprobablynowthathe'sbeenbusywith

Rachel,hefeelsasifhewasn'ttakingcareofKele

atall.

WegottotheNICUandwewereshowntothe

babies.Oh,mygoodnesstheyaresosmall.They

areintheirlittleincubatorsthough,withsomepipes

andwiresattached.Twin1isalotbiggerthanTwin

2,weighing1.3kgwhileTwin2weighs1kg.I

honestlyhavenoideahowtheymadeitoutalive

withsuchtinybodymass.Yes,theyaregirls.Sbu

isnowafathertofourgirls.Ican'timaginethe

dramathat'sabouttocomefromthesetwo.They

looksomuchlikeKelethough,alsoidenticallike

BuhleandKuhle.Whatapainfulreminderthis

couldbeforSbu.



Wewalkedouthandinhandanddecidedtocall

Mam'Ivyandtellherthenews.Shewasdevastated

aboutKele'spassing,butshetoldusshewouldfly

infirstthingtomorrowmorning.Afterthatwe

calledGogoandMam'Masango.

Gog'Khanyi:"Yebo,Ziyanda.Unjani(Howareyou)?"

Me:(Sigh)"Okay,ma.Kodwa(but)Kelehaspassed

awayandthetwinsareinICU."

Gog'Khanyi:"Yebo(Yes),Florahtoldmeletmeput

heronspeaker."

Mam'Masango:"Khululekamntwanami(Relax,my

child),Keleisinabetterplacenow.Herdeathwas

inevitableandpainful,butshe'satpeace.Hadshe

beenpregnantforlonger,thosebabieswouldhave

diedinherwomb."



Ididn'tknowhowtofeelaboutthat.It'sjustso

painfultothinkaboutwhatshewentthrough.Ifeel

likewefailedherasherfriends,herfamily.Aunt

Eunicewasnotifiedandshejustcouldbarelyspeak

overthephoneafterwards.

Mam'Masango:"Pleasedon'tforgettotellSbusiso

torememberhisfather'sdream.Remembertotell

him,please."

Me:"Yebo(Yes),ma.Iwill."

Mam'Masango:"Congratulationsonyourlittle

blessing,Ziyanda.Itoldyoutoneverlosehope.

Godhasbiggerblessingsinstoreforyou."

Me:"Thankyou,ma."



ShehungupandPhilasmiledamongsthissadface.

We'regoingtobeparentsatthesametimewehave

toplanafuneralandbethereforSbu.Amongstall

thisdrama,Irememberthepriest'ssermonafew

weeksagowiththeBibleversefrom1Samuel1:27,

"ForthischildIprayed;andtheLORDhathgivenme

mypetitionwhichIaskedofhim."

Godhasindeedblessedmeabundantly,andeven

thoughwereceivedournewsamidstsuchdistress,

wearedelighted.

AswewaitedforSbuandRacheltocomeback,

Porschesentmeamessage"Robertpassedawaya

fewminutesago."IfeltlikeIhadbeenstabbedin

thechestwithabigknife.Lifecanbesocruelat

times.

ChapterOneHundredandSeventeen

Sbu



EversincrIreceivedthenewsofKelebeingfound

inthatstate,I'vebeenarealmess.IfeellikeIhave

failedKeleandnowmynewbornchildrenwillbe

raisedwithoutamother.Ican'teverejoiceabout

mychildrenwhentheirmotherisdeadbecauseof

me.PerhapsifIhadleftherwithBrian,shewould

havestillbeenalive,justlikeThato.

IaskedRacheltoaccompanymetotheHospital

mortuarytogoseeKele'sbody.Ijustcouldn'tstop

crying.HowwillIfaceherfamily?WhatwillIsay

tomychildrenwhentheygrowup?Thingshave

juststartedtopickupbetweenRachelandIandI

reallydon'twanttooverwhelmherwithmybaggage.

She'stoomuchofagoodwomantogothroughthis.

Wewentoutofthemortuaryandwenttoseemy

newborndaughters.Ididn'twantto,butRachel

convincedmetodoit.



Rachel:"Sbu,let'sgoseeyourbabies.Don'treject

thembecausetheyarejustinnocent."

IaskedhertoaccompanymeandassoonasIsaw

them,IsawaperfectreflectionofKele.Theyhave

mynoseandbrows,buteverythingelseisKele's.

HowwillIcontinuetolovethemwhenallIseein

themistheirmother?Shewentcrazybecauseof

me.Theylooksotinyandfragile.Rachelwasright,

Ican'tpunishthemforsomethingtheydidn'tdo.I

touchedthemandfeltaninstantconnection,just

likewithBuhleandKuhlewhentheywereborn.

Thesetwoaresoldiers.Despiteallthestressand

healtconditionstheirMotherhad,theymadeit

againstallodds.

Racheltookapictureofthembothandwemade

ourwaybacktothewaitingarea.WefoundZee

andPhilawaitingforus.Zeelookedevenworse

thanbefore,likeshehadbeencryingtheentiretime

we'vebeenaway.Philapulledmeawaywhile



RachelsatwithZee.

Phila:"Bafo(brother),congratulationsonthetwins.

You'renowafatheroffour."

Ifakedasmileamongstmytears.

Sbu:"Thanks,bafo(brother).I'mjustgoingthrough

alotrightnow."

Phila:"Don'tworryaboutanythingelse.We'lldeal

witheverythingtomorrow.uMaiscoming

tomorrowmorningwiththetwins.ZeeandIwill

helplookafterthem,youjustmakesureyougetto

bondwiththetwinsandRachel."

Sbu:(Deepsigh)"Idon'tknowifshe'llbeableto

handleallthis.Thekidsneedamother.Ican'tdoit

allonmyown.Idon'twanttooffendhersinceshe



can'thavekidsofherown,bafo(brother)."

Phila:"Thatwomanlovesyou.She'lldoit.Allyou

havetodoisask.Shewouldn'tbehereifshedidn't

wanttobeapartofyourlife.Shestillacceptedyou

evenaftersheknewaboutKele."

Iguesshe'sright.He'salwaysbeenthevoiceof

reasonbetweenthetwoofus.

Phila:"Iforgottotellyou,Mam'Florahsaysyou

shouldn'tforgetthedreamyouhadofuBaba(dad).

Shesaidit'simportant."

Damn.Ievenforgotaboutthat.Myfatherhasbeen

visitingmeallweektellingmeaboutnamingthe

children.Ididn'tknowwhathemeant.

Sbu:"Shosho,foza.Thanks.I'llnoteit."



Phila:"Weneedtogethome.Zeeisinastate.

PorschejusttextedheraboutRob'spassing."

Asifsheisn'tgoingthroughalotalready.Lifecan

besocruel.MyheartbreaksforPorsche.She

reallylovedthatoldmanofhers.Theywereso

inseparable.

Ziyanda

Myalarmclockwentoffat6am.Ican'tgotowork

inthisstateevenPhilaagreed.I'vebeencryingall

nightandhewasveryupsetaboutit.HesaysI

needtothinkaboutmyselfandthepregnancy.I

agreewithhim,butIjustcouldn'thelpit.Myeyes

aresoswollenandmyfacebeingredisn'tdoingme

anyjustice.AsalwaysIwokeupwithoutPhilaby

mysidenowadays.Iwenttothebathroomtobrush

myteeth.AsIwalkedbacktothebedroomIfound



himholdingabreakfasttrayinhishands.

Mostpeoplesayeverythingchangeswhenyou're

pregnant,butseemslikePhilaremainsanopen

book.

Phila:(smiling)"Goodmorning,MaZwane.

Breakfastisserved."

Me:"Morningbabywami(mybaby).Thankyouso

much."

Phila:"You'dbettereatupandcatchuponsome

sleep.Bukamanje(looknow),you'resored.Idon't

wantyoutogivemeredfacedbabiesangithi."

Ilaughedsoftly.



Phila:"Seriously,Sthandwasami(Mylove),youneed

tostopstressingyourselfoutlikethis.Drakesaid

carryingmultiplesisveryrisky.Youmightconsider

quittingyourjob."

Ifrownedandstaredathim.Philaisalreadyacting

likeacontrolfreaknow.I'mpregnant,notdisabled.

AsIwastryingtoregisterwhathehadjust

suggested,Isawthenewsheadlinesontv

"Billionairewifediesfrommentaldisorderwhile

husbandgalavantswithotherwomen."

There'sneveradaywithoutdramaintheZwane

family.TherewasSbu'spicturewithRachelfrom

thetimewewereatthemallinCapeTownbefore

theshooting.TherewasapictureofKeleaswell,

somewhereinJo'burgaroundpeoplewedon'teven

know.Iturnedupthevolumetolistentothischeap

news.

Reporter:"SbusisoZwane,Billionairemoguldumped



hiswifeKelebogileMolefewhileshewasjust3

monthspregnant.ItisallegedthatMolefesuffered

frommultiplementaldisordersasaresultofthe

breakup.Mr.Zwaneandhisnewgirlfriend,known

asRachelCloete,havebeenseengalavanting

aroundCapeTownalongwithrecentlyfamousplus

sizemodelZiyandaZwaneandherhusband.Itis

alsoallegedthatMs.Cloeteistheonewhoshotthe

plussizemodel'sexhusband,asyoucanseefrom

theleakedpicture."

Icouldn'tbelievemyeyes.Therewasapictureof

RachelpointingtheguntoawoundedLunga,when

wewereinElmarie'sboutique.

Reporter:"ItseemsasiftheseZwanemenhavea

badtasteinwomenandsomeseriouscriminal

records.Thequestionis:WheredidMs.Cloeteget

hergun?Isitlegal?"

Philawassofuriousanshegotuppacingupand



down.

Phila:"Theseidiotsaregoingtopay!Noone

messeswithmyfamilyandgetsawaywithit!"

Hegotonthephoneandmadeafewcallsashe

wasshoutingatsomeoneoverthephone.Ifeel

verysorryforthosetabloids.Idon'tevenfeelbad

aboutthemgettingfiredsoon.Whatupsetmethe

mostisthattherewasaleakedpictureofKelein

themorgueaswellaspicturesofthenewborn

twins.Whichmeansthatthisismostlikelyan

insidejob.Howdaretheyinvadeourprivacylike

that?

IcouldseeTwitteralreadyboomingwithhashtags,

withpicturesofRachelandKelebeingcomparedto

oneanother.SomeoneevensaidRachelis

disgustingforsleepingwithamarriedmanwhile

hisdementedpregnantwifediedaloneonthe

Jo'burgstreets.Peopleneedtomindtheirown



business.Rachelhasn'tevensleptwithSbuatall.I

canonlyimaginewhatshe'sgoingthoughrightnow.

Itsurelydoesn'tlooktoogood.

ChapterOneHundredandEighteen

Rachel

Ihardlysleptawinklastnight.I'vebeencryingnon

stopandI'monethatdoesn'tcryeasily-ever.Iwas

wokenupbyMeltellingmetowatchthenewsat

23:00lastnight.I'meventrendingonTwitter,and

eventhoughit'snotallbadstuff,butpeoplehave

thenervetosaybadthingsaboutyouwithouteven

knowingyou.It'sdisgustinghowthemediacan

publishthingswithoutprooforevenworryingabout

yourfeelingsasaperson.

TherewerepicturesstolenfrommyInstagramand

Facebookaccountbypeopleandsplattered

everywhereacrossTwitter.Someevencomparing



metoKele,whilesomesayingI'magolddigging

whorewhobrokeupapregnantwoman'smarriage

anddrovehertoherdeath.ThisisexactlywhyI

didn'twanttobeinarelationshipwithSbu.People

havetheirownmisconceptionandnowit'seven

worsesinceit'sallover.Myparentshavebeen

supportive,sendingmemessagesallnight.

SbuheldmeandcomfortedmeallnightandIfeel

sobadaboutallthis.He'sgoingthroughsomuch

andI'maddingtohisproblems.Hecamebackto

thebedroomwithatrayoffoodinhishands.My

faceissopuffyandIcanbarelykeepmyeyesopen.

I'vegotamigrainefordays.

Sbu:"Goodmorning,GansterQueen.I'vemadeyou

somebreakfast."

Itriedtofakeasmilebutitjustwasn'tpossible.



Rachel:"Thankyou,butI'mnothungry."

Heputthetrayasideandgotintobedwithme,

holdingme.

Sbu:"Rae,don'tbeatyourselfupoveruseless

people.They'llbefiredbeforetheendoftheday

andI'llmakesuretheypayforwhattheyhavedone

toyou."

Rachel:"It'snotthat,Sbu.Everyonenowknowsme

asthehomewrecker.HowwillIbeabletofacethe

world?"

Sbu:"You'llfacetheworldthesamewayyoudo

everyday.Youowenooneanexplanation,Rae.

Onlyweknowtherealyouandthat'smorethan

enough.You'vesavedmefrommyselfandIcan

neverthankyouenough.You'rethestrongest

womanIknowandnowyouwanttobailoutover



insecurepeoplewhopostshitaboutyou?They

don'tevenknowyou,baby.Relaxandtrustme,

please.I'llneverletyoudown.Notintentionally

anyway."

Hecarresedmeandkissedmyforehead.His

wordscomfortedmeandmademefeellikethings

weregoingtofallintoplace.IknowIsaidwe

shouldtakeeverythingslowandImeantwhatIsaid.

Butrightnow,IneedSbu-allofhim.Ilookedupat

himasmyheadwasonhischest,Istaredathim

deepinhiseyesandIputmylipsonhis.He

respondedasIgotontopofhim.Icouldfeelhis

shaftextendingandpokingmedownthere.

I'veseenSbunakedmanytimesandIaskmyself

howhe'lleverfitinsideofmewhenhisbuldgeisso

huge.Everythingatthatmomentfeltsoright.I

couldhearhimmoaninsidemymouth,causingme

tofeelwetinstantly.Beingnakeddidn'tmake

thingseasieratall.Hewasinhisbriefsonly,sohe



couldfeelallmypussyjuicesdrippingonhis

underwear.

Sbu:(moaning)"Rachel,shit,baby.Whatareyou

doingtome?"

Rachel:"Sbu...Ineedyou.Ineedyourightnow."

Sbu:"Areyousure?"

Rachel:"Yes,I'veneverbeenmoresure.Please."

Henoddedandproceededtokissmepassionately.

Sbuissuchanawesomekisserwiththose

gorgeouspinklipsofhis.HeflippedmeoversoI

couldliebelowhim,asIslowlyslippedhisbriefsoff

hislegs.Hekissedandnibbledmyneckcausing

metomoanoutofpleasure.Hewentontosuckmy

perfectlyroundedbreastsandgentlybitingmy



nipples.Thepleasurethatwasconsumingmy

bodyatthatmomentmademefeellikeIwasn't

myself,likemybodydidn'tbelongtomeatthatvery

moment.

Sbugentlyrubbedmyclitanddippedonefinger

insidemyvagina.Imoanedoutloudanditdrove

himcrazyasIsawhimgivemeamischievous

smile.Hewentdowntomypussywithhisfaceand

gentlyflickedhistongueonmyclit.Oncehesaw

meclosemyeyesandindulgemyselfinthe

pleasureIwasfeeling,heproceededtosuckmein

themostpleasurableway.Themorehesucked

wasthemoreImoaned.

Sbu:"Youtastesofuckinggood,Gangsterqueen.I

can'tgetenoughofyourgorgeouspussy."

Hisdirtytalkmademegowild.Ifeltsohot,so

flushed.Icouldfeelmyorgasmbuildinghimand

mybodytensed.



Sbu:"Letitgo,Ndhlovukazi(Queen),cumforme,

baby."

Iletgoandsplashedallmyjuicesonhismouthas

helickedmeclean,leavingmeabitembarrassed.

Sexisalwayssomethingsointimate,yougettobe

inyourmostvulnerablestate-nomatterhowtough

yourexterioris.Hecamebackupandkissedme

passionately.Ilovetastingmyselfinhismouth.

Hepositionedhimselfontopofmeandgentlyslidit

in.Iheardhimgrowlandmoansohard,Isuppose

it'sbeenquiteawhilesincehe'shadsex.Ifeltall

sortsofpleasureallaroundmybody.Sbuisreally

attentiveandpassionateduringsex.

Sbu:"Shit,Rae!You'resotight.Fuck,baby!Lookat

me."



Ihatethat,Ialwaysgettooembarrassedtolooka

manintheeyesduringsex.Idecidedtoopenmy

eyesandstareathimashegentlymovedontopof

me.IsawtherealSbu-thevulnerableSbuandnot

Cobra.Hisbeautifulhazeleyesbecamesmalleras

hemoanedwhilestaringmeintheeyes.Iknew

rightthenthatIlovedthisman.

Sbu:"Iloveyou,Rae."

Rachel:"Iloveyoutoo,Sbu."

Hefastenedhispaceashecollapsedontopofme

afterawhile.

Sbu:"Stayrightthere.I'llbeback."

Hekissedmyforeheadandwenttothebathroomto

getatowelandwipedmeclean.Hekissedmylips



andgotbackintothecoversandweproceededto

eatourbreakfast.

Ziyanda

I'vebeeninbedeversincethenewsbrokeout.It's

arealmessandPhilahastododamagecontrol

withSbualreadygoingthroughsomuch.Philatold

meRachelhasbeenamesssincelastnight,so

she'scomingoverheresinceSbuhastogobackto

thehospital.

LuckilyMam'Ivyisonherway.Shehasprobably

landed,though.SoItookaquickshowerandmade

thebed.Igotdressedandheadeddownstairs.

We'realltrappedinthismediadisaster,butRachel

andSbuneedallthesupporttheycanget.

IfoundPhilainthelounge.



Phila:"Comehere,MaZwane."

Heopeneduphisarmsandmademesitinbetween

hislegs.

Phila:"Areyoufeelingbetter?"

Me:"Alittlebit,babywami(mybaby)."

Phila:"Idon'twantyoustressingmygirlsinthere."

Me:(Smiling)"Whatmakesyouthinkitsgirls?I

haveastrongfeelingtheyareboys."

Phila:"Hayi,hayi,hayi(no,no,no)Sthandwasami

(mylove).Idon'tneedHeartbreakerslikeSbuandI.

Imaginehandsomeboystimesthree.Noways."



IlaughedasIheardthetwinsrunthroughthedoor.

I'mguessingMam'Ivyhasfinallyarrived.

Nokuhle:"AuntyZee!"

Nobuhle:"UnclePhila!"

Theycametohugusallsmiles.

Nobuhle:"UnclePhila,pleasetellmeyougotus

somethingthistime?Wealwaysvisityouand

you'realwaysemptyhanded."

WealllaughedasMam'Ivygreetedus.

Phila:"Buhle,IpromiseI'llgetyousomethinglater,

okay?"



Nokuhle:"Ah,wewantAuntZeetogetussomething.

Youalwaysgetusboringstuff."

Yohhaishamethesekidscantalk.Theywentto

thegameroomwhileMam'Ivyspoketous.

Mam'Ivy:"Ninjanibantwanabami(Howareyoumy

kids)?"

Me:"We'regood,ma."

Phila:"We'retrying."

Mam'Ivy:"Oh,kodwaPhila.Thoselittlesoldiersare

turningyouintoadramakingalready?"

IblushedasPhilalaughed.



Mamivy:"Congratulations,mychildren.Godisa

Godofmiracles.Heanswersattheexactright

time."

Ismiledasweboththankedher.

Mam'Ivy:"UnjaniuRachel(how'sRachel)?"

Phila:"Ai,Sbusaidshe'sbeencryingallnight."

Mam'Ivy:"She'llbefine.She'sastrongone."

Phila:"Hawu,ma.Youhaven'tevenmetheryet."

Mam'Ivy:"Ispeakwithheroverthephone.Icantell

byhervoiceandshegotSbusisoandyoutofinally

gotochurchsoshe'sasstrongastheycome."



WelaughedasSbuandRachelentered.Rachel's

facelookedsopuffy,butshemanagedtosmileat

least.ThewaySbuwassmiling,I'dsaytheyfinally

reachedthatleveloftheirrelationship.

Sbu:"Sawubona,ma(Hello,ma)."

Mam'Ivy:"Sbusiso,mfanawami(myboy).

Kuzolunga(Itwillgetbetter)."

Shesaidasshehuggedhim.Hereyeswentto

Rachelandshehadahugesmileonherface.

Mam'Ivy:"Rachel,mybaby.Wozalana(Come

here)."

Sheopenedherarmsforanembrace.WhatIlike

aboutMam'Ivyisthatshe'salwaysnicetoeveryone.

Herwarmthmakesonesmileandfeelatease.



GoodthingaboutRachelisthatshecanspeaka

fewNgunilanguages.

Rachel:"Sawubonama(helloma)."

Mam'Ivy:"I'msohappytoseeyouhere.Lookatmy

boy,He'ssmilinglikealovestruckteenager.Ihope

he'streatingyouwell."

Rachel:(blushing)"Yebo(yes)ma."

Mam'Ivy:"Stopstressingyourselfoverthoselow

lifes.He'llsortthemout.Asforyou,you'retoo

beautifultoruinthatperfectface."

TheybothsmiledasPhila,SbuandMam'Ivyleftfor

thehospitalandleftRachel,myselfandthetwins

behind.

ChapterOneHundredandNineteen



Sbu

Ma,PhilaandIfinallyarrivedatthehospital.Imust

saymylittletalkwithuMainthecarmademeless

anxious.Ishouldtakeprideinthenewchildrenwe

havereceivedandI'llpayforallKele'sfuneral

expenses.Itwon'tbringherback,butit'stheleastI

cando.

I'llmakecontactwiththemlateronsincethey've

beenblowingupmyphonewithmessagesand

calls.EvenRuthsentmeaverydisturbing

messagesayingI'llregretkillingherchild.Idon't

gethowthatwomanisevenstillbreathing.

PhilahadachatwithDrakewhileMaandIgotin

theNICUsincetheyonlyallowtwovisitorsatatime.

ThejoyonMa'sfacesaiditall.



Mam'Ivy:"WenakaMafukawalingani,Aphansi

naphezulu,ngobaaphezuluangubongubo,Ntsele

kaLindakaMkhonto,Awungilindengilandeezami

eZungeni,Mthanti,Ndunangokuthwal'isilasensele,

UNtselekangakanani,Ngobanasothinilomkhont'

angahlala(Clannames).Jeremiah1:5"BeforeI

formedyouinthewombIknewyou,beforeyou

werebornIsetyouapart;Iappointedyouasa

prophettothenations."

Icouldn'thelpbutshedafewtearsasshepraised

andprayedformynewborngirls.

Mam'Ivy:"Haveyouthoughtofnamesyet?"

Ihaven'teventhoughtaboutthat,butthenIquickly

remembereduBaba'sdream.

Sbu:"ThebigonewillbenamedSiyandaandthe

smallonewillbenamedLuyanda(whichmeansour



loveisgrowing/wearegrowing)."

Mam'Ivy:(ululating)"Ilovethem.I'mgladMxolisi

gaveyousuchnicenames.Sinceyou'vealready

giventhemnamesallthankstoyourfather,Ican't

lethimhavealltheshineevenwhenhe'sdead.So

I'llfinishnamingthem.ThisoneisSiyandaIvy

ZwaneandthissmalloneisLuyandaIrisZwane."

Ismiled.ItrustMatorefusebeingleftbehindand

namingoneofthetwinsafterher.

Sbu:"Kodwama,whynamethebigoneafteryou?"

Mam'Ivy:"Becauseshe'sbiggerthanthesmallone

obviouslyandthatshowsshe'sgoingtobe

outspokenjustlikeuGogo."

IsmiledaswelefttheNICU.



Ziyanda

IdecidedtogoseePorscheandRachelofferedto

comewith.Wehadtochangeintodecentattire,

youknowtheskirtordressanddoekkindathing.

Wehadtotakethetwinsalongwhowerevery

excitedtoleavethehouseaslongaswegotthem

milkshakesontheway.Rachelhititoffinstantly

withthem.Sbuhasalwaystoldmehowgoodshe

iswithkidsandItotallyagree.

WearrivedatPorsche'shouseandtherewere

alreadyafewcarsparkedintheyard.Isawa

BentlyandaRollsRoyceandIalreadyknewthat

Rob'sparentsandhistroublesomebrotherhave

arrived.WeknockedandweremetbySelena,

Porsche'snanny.Sheledthewayforusto

Porsche'sbedroom.WehadtopassRob'sfamily

andgreetedthem.



Theparentsgreetedalongwithhisonesisterand

gaybrother,butthestraightbrothernevergreeted

usback.PorschealwaystoldmehowBillywas

alwaysjealousofRobert.Theywereayearapart

andhewouldalwaysundermineRobertandtellhim

howfoolishhewasformarryingablackgirl.He's

theonlyonewhohadaproblemwithRobertbeing

withPorsche,butshedidn'tmindhimatall.

SelenatookthetwinstogoplaywithBailey.Olivia,

Robert'ssixteenyearolddaughterwasinherroom.

It'sunderstandableforhertowanttobealonein

suchasituation.WewalkedintoPorsche's

bedroomandfoundherdressedinblackandlying

inbedwithpuffyeyes.I'veneverseenPorschelike

this.I'dalsolooklikethatifnotworseifIhadto

losePhila.Assoonasshesawmeshehadtears

fallingdownhereyes.IembracedherasRachel

satonacouchwatchingus.

IlikeRachel.Sheknowswhentospeakandwhen



notto.Porshecalmeddownafterawhile.Icould

feelhowemptythehousefeltwithoutRob's

presence.He'salwaysbeensojollyandactive

despitebeing50yearsold.Onecouldnevertellhis

agethewayhewassohandsomeandlookedafter

himself.

Me:"Howhaveyoubeen,babe?"

Porsche:"Ag,IwasalrightuntilBillytheredneck

arrived.Hehasturnedthewholefamilyupside

down,demandingawholelotofshit.Robwanted

tobecrematedsotherewon'tbeafuneral,onlya

memorial.He'salreadydemandingthatIreleasea

fewcarstohiminorderforhimtomakeerrands."

Wow.AndhereIwasthinkingonlyblackpeople

hadthenerve.ThisBillycharacteristhepits.

Porsche:"He'ssostupid,hedoesn'tevenrealizethat



tomorrowisthewillreading.Robhadplanned

everythingwithmebeforehepassedandhe

warnedmewhatwouldhappen.I'mjustdrained

becauseIneedalltheemotionalsupportIcanget

andhe'sherestressingmeout."

Ai,somepeoplearejusttoomuch.Absolutelyno

respectforpeopleinmourning.Isobadlywanted

tosharemygoodnewswithher,butI'drathernot

comeacrossasselfish.Luckilyshe'sexpectingher

momandsistertoarrivetoday,soBillywillbeputin

hisplace.Selenacamewithsometeaandbiscuits

andwechattedabit.Shemanagedtosmileand

laughforalittlewhile,butwastouchedtohear

AboutKele'sdeath.

Thethreeofusspokeandhadabitoflaughter,until

weheardnoisescomingfromthelounge.We

decidedtocheckitout.Aswewalkedoutwesaw

Porsche'smomErnieandhersisterVinolia.Vinolia

andErniearejustasfiestyasPorsche.It'safamily



thingIsee.Billyhadalreadystartedupsome

dramaandhehasn'tbeenhereforthreehoursand

isalreadystirringupsomedrama.

Ernie:"Heywena(you),Billyorwhateveryourname

is!Oskatlontena(Don'tirritateme).Thisismy

daughter'shouseandyou'reaguestinhere.I'llkick

yououtbeforeyoucanevensaykaff*r!"

OhIseeitnow.Billycalledherthekwordandall

hellbrokeloose.I'dtotallyreactthesameway.

Billyisalwaysrudeandcondescendingtowards

blackpeople.

Billy:"Ag!Don'tcomeherespeakingthatrubbish

languagewithme!Ihavemoremoneythanyou'll

everhave."

Ernie:"Letmetellyousomethingwenavetgat(you

fatass).Don'tthinkyoucancomehereanddoas



youplease!KewagaMashabanna(I'mfromthe

Mashabafamily).I'llmoertheshitoutofyou!"

Billy:"You'rejustadrunk!"

Ernie:"Heh!(Clappinghands)NnaDronklappie(Me,

thedrunk),Itookbothmychildrentoschool,I

producedPortiaWilliams,whograduatedkaCum

Laude.Wena,Billybosepakewena(youlittleshit),

you'veneverevensetfootonVarsityground.O

lekgoalasetlaela(You'readumbwhiteman)!No

wonderRobertneverwantedyounearhim.So

you'dbettertakeyourfatwhiteassoutofmy

daughter'shouse!Orebakelasenyama(You'llgive

usbadluck)."

Billywasfumingandredintheface,whiletherest

ofthefamilywasquiet.Hetookhiscarkeysand

stormedoutofthehouse,bangingthedoor.



Ernie:"Andlena(you),youneedacrashcourseon

raisingchildren.Iwouldn'tbeproudofbeing

parentstoapieceofshitlikeBilly.Mxm."

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedtothekitchen

leavingallofusstunned.

ChapterOneHundredandTwenty

Ziyanda

AfterthewholescenebetweenErnieandBilly,

Porschewasinstitches.HersisterVinoliacameto

greetusafterRob'sfamilyleftinshame.His

coworkersandemployeescameincrowds.Hewas

trulywellappreciatedandloved.Wehelped

Mam'ErnieandMam'Selenamaketeaanddishout

thebiscuits.

Ilovewhitefunerals.There'snosuchthingof

cookingandwaitingallweekforrelativesfromall



overthecountrytocomeandburyyourlovedonea

weeklater.Rob'scremationistomorrow,sothere

isnotimewasted.

Sothecremationwillhappeninthemorningand

hismemorialwillbeheldstraightafteratoneofhis

Hotels.It'sshortnotice,buteveryonewhoknew

himwillbethere.

Thewillwillbereadtomorrowaswell.Talkabout

speedingthingsup.IlovehowcalmPorscheis

eventhoughshe'spained.Shesaysshegotthe

chancetospendhislastdayswithhimonhisterms

andthat'smorethanonecouldaskfor.

Shesaysshefeelshispresenceinthebedroom,

sincehediedrightonthatbed.It'sabitcreepy,but

Itotallyunderstand.Billynevercameback,thank

goodness.Thetwinshadlotsoffunanditwas

timeforustoleave.



Philawasstartingtoblowupmyphonesiwehadto

leave.Wepromisedtobebacktomorrowandshe

askedmetobepresentatthewillreadingwithPhila.

Probablyforsupport.Wesaidourgoodbyesand

leftformyhousealongwiththekids.

Rachelseemedalotbetterthanshewasthis

morning.SheexplainedtoPorscheandIwhyshe

hadsuchatoughtimeacceptingSbu.Ican't

imaginewhatit'slikenotbeingabletohavechildren

atall.WhenwearrivedwefoundSbuandMam'Ivy

cooking,whilePhilawasabitmoodytowardsme.

Me:"Goodevening,mypeople."

Mam'Ivy:(Smiling)"Abomakotibami(mydaughters

inlaw)."

Sbu:"Shosho,Ndhlovukazi(Queen),Qhawekazi



(Heroine)."

Rachelwasallsmiles,Philqdidn'tevengreet.

Me:"Hawu,Mkhonto.Whyareyouquiet?"

Mam'Ivy:"Ah,he'ssulkingbecauseyouleftwithout

tellinghim.Youmustfastforwardthatpregnancy,

mntwanami(mychild)becausethisnewPhilais

annoying.Ifit'snot"IneedtocallZee",it's"Zee

hasn'trespondedtomytexts","ah,Imissmywife".

WealllaughedwhilePhilasulked.Aithis

pregnancyisaffectinghimmos.

Sbu:"Ah,kisshimbetter,Qhawekazi(Heroine)."

Phila:"Mxm,voetsek(pissoff),Sbu!"



TheylaughedandRachelandIhelpedsetthetable.

Zee:"So,Sbu,haveyouguyssortedoutthe

reporters?"

Sbu:"Ah,ah,ah,Qhawekazi(heroine).Youwon't

believewholeakedthestories."

Zee:"Who?"

Sbu:"Ruth.Aiyazi(youknow)thatwoman.It'strue

whenPorschesays"Modimoosparabaloyi"(God

spareswitches)."

Mam'Ivy:"SpeakingofPorsche,howisshe?"

Rachel:"She'sdoingokay.Hermomwasthereand



shegaveBillyagoodrunforhisloosemouth."

Weallchuckled.

Mam'Ivy:"Ai,itisn'teasylosingahusband,

especiallyifyou'renotfinanciallysecure.Atleast

Robleftheralegacy.She'strulyblessedtohave

methim.It'snoteverydayyougetmarriedtoyour

soulmate."

Mam'IvyalwayssaidthewisestwordsandIthink

that'swhatkeptPhilaandSbusogroundedall

theseyears.Wesatatthediningtableandprayed

thenwehadourdeliciousfood.

Sbu:"So,Rachel,I'vebeenthinking,Iknowwe've

onlybeendatingforashortwhile,butI'mserious

aboutyou.I'mpreparedtowaitforyoutosay

you'rereadytomarryme.Ijustneedtoaskyouone

question."



Okay,Sbulikestheserandommoments.Weall

keptquietandstaredatthemboth,leavingpoor

Rachelabitshocked.

Rachel:"I'mlistening."

Sbu:"Mayyoupleasebethemotherofmychildren?"

Okay,whatabombshell.Rachelwasshockedto

saytheleast.ShetookawhiletoregisterwhatSbu

hadjustofferedonthetable.

Sbu:"So,whatdoyousay?"

Rachel:(smilingwithtearsinhereyes)"I..Idon't

knowwhattosay.Yes,I'lldoit,Sbu."



Sbuwasbeamingwithjoyandweallsmiledashe

kissedthebackofherhand.Thismustbebigfor

Rachelsinceshecouldneverbeabletocarryher

ownchildren.SbuisoneamazingguyandRachel

isforkeeps.Ihopeshedoesn'tturnintoanother

Kele.

Thefollowingday.

Ziyanda

WewerealldonegettingreadyforRob'smemorial.

Porschejusttextedmesayingthattheyweredone

withthecremationandwereheadedtotheHotel.

Luckilyit'sjusthereinCenturion.Phila,Sbu,Rachel,

Mam'Ivy,thetwinsandIheadedoutintheVito.We

weregoingtomeetupwithDrakeandMelatthe

venue.

Itisthesamevenuewhereweheldthelaunch.Rob



wasaverygoodbusinessmanandmostlyaloving

husbandanddevotedfather.Wedon'tknowwhy

Goddoeswhathedoesattimes,butonlyHeknows

what'sbest.Gogoalwayssaysthatdeathisthe

onlythingwehaveincommon,soit'snouse

fearingit.SpeakingofGogo,shearrivedwith

Mam'MasangoandThando,lookingverydifferent.

Shewasglowingandevengainedsomeweight.

Shelookedsomuchatpeaceasshegavemea

faintsmileandwavedatme.Idon'thavetheheart

toholdagrudgeanymoretowardsheralthoughI'm

stillangry.I'mnotperfecteither,soIguessit's

abouttimetoburythehatchet.Iforgavemymother,

sosurelyIcouldforgiveher.

PorschewassittingwithMam'ErnieandVinolia,

whileMam'SelenawaswithPorsche'skidsaswell

asVinolia'sthreekids.Wewenttogreetherand

wiggledourselvesinbetweenthem.Mam'Ernie

lookedreallynicealthoughsheseemedtobealittle

tipsy.Iguesswhenyou'vebeensodependanton

alcoholit'shardtobreakofftherelationship,but



otherthanthatshe'saverydevotedandloving

mother.She'sgangsterlikeGogothough,but

woulddoanythingforherkinds.

Theprogramstartedwiththehotelemployees

leadingachoir.Itwassopackedandsomeifthem

couldn'tmakeitsotheywereviewingthewhole

memorialviaSkype.IsawPorscheshedatearasI

heldherhand.Everyonesaidsuchbeautifuland

remarkablethingsabouthim.Andeveryonespoke

abouthowuniquelybeautifulhisrelationshipwith

Porschewas.Theywereinseparable.

ItwastimeforOlivatospeak.Shehadgrowninto

suchabeautifulsixteenyearold.

Olivia:"I'dfirstlyliketothankyouallforcoming.

Youreallytookthetimetocomeandgivemydada

propersendoff.He'ssmilinginheavenrightnow

aswespeak.Youcould'vebeenanywhereelse,but

youchosetobeheretodaywithusandforthatI'll



alwaysbegreatful.Mydadwasaveryfree-spirited

man.Hewasmyfriendandhemadesurethat

Baileyandihadeverything.OnethingI'mtruly

greatfulforisthatmydadmetPortia.IlovePortia

somuchandshenevertreatsmelikeI'mnother

own.

Mydadhasgivenmethegiftofloveandhemade

surethatIalwaysputGodatthecenterof

everythingandthatIneverregreteverythingIdoin

life.Healwayssaid'Olivia,ifyouliveyourlife

accordingtoothers,thenyouwon'tleaveyourmark

onthisearth'.Andthat'sexactlywhathedid-heleft

hismark.Hehastouchedsomanypeople'slives

andforthathe'llalwaysberemembered.Dad,Ilove

youandI'llalwayshaveyouinmyheart.Thankyou

forgivingBaileyandItheremarkableloveofa

father."

Thechoirstartedsingingagainandthat

breathtakingspeechleftusallintears.Oliviahas



alwaysbeensuchawellspokengirlandthelove

betweenherandPorscheisjustirreplaceable.The

MCaskedforafamilymembertocomeandspeak

andIcouldseeBillytryingtogetup,butMam'Ernie

beathimtoit.Shewenttothepodiumonstageas

Billysatbackdowninannoyance.Istillcan't

understandwhyhisparentsdon'ttellhimtostop.

Ai,whiteparents.

Mam'Ernie:"IgreetyouallinthenameofJesus

ChristofNazareth,JehovahJireh(Myprovider),

JehovahRophe(Myhealer),JehovahNissi(My

banner),JehovahMakadesh(Mysanctifier).He

whodeliversusfromevil,Theonewhoknowswhat

yourdestinyis.InGenesis3:19Hesays"Inthe

sweatofthyfaceshaltthoueatbread,tillthou

returnuntotheground;foroutofitwastthoutaken:

fordustthouart,anduntodustshaltthoureturn".

InJohn5:24hesays"Truly,truly,Isaytoyou,he

whohearsMyword,andbelievesHimwhosentMe,

haseternallife,anddoesnotcomeintojudgment,

buthaspassedoutofdeathintolife."



Robertwasmydarlingsoninlaw,without

judgementandfulloflove,mercyandgrace.He

shallalwaysberememberedunlikesomepeople.

ForGodsaysthatnoonewhojudgeshiscreations

shallenterthekingdomofheaven!Nohypocrite

shallenterthekingdomofheavenuntilyourepent!

TakeRob'slifeasalesson,mydearpeople.Love

othersastheLordlovesyou.Thankyou".

PorscheandIcouldn'thelpbutchucklewhilePhila

shookhishead.Thatspeechsoundedlikean

indirectattacktowardsBilly.Ai,anywayPorsche

hadwrittenalettertoRob,butchosenottoreadit

tothem.Shesaysitisasacredthingbetweenher

andRobert.Aftertwohours,weweredoneandwe

wereledtothedininghallwherewehadourfood.

Porschewasmuchlighterandabittiredsinceshe

hadtogreeteveryonearoundhere.Rob'sfamily

keptabitofadistanceIassumeMam'Ernietoldher



shit.ErnieandVinoliawerehelpingthewaiters

serveus.Sheputawholeplateoffoodfilledwith

everythingthat'snice,andchicken.Ican'tstomach

chickeneversinceI'vebeenpregnant.Ihaven'ttold

Porschethenewsyet,andalreadythesightofthe

meatmademefeelnauseatedandmyface

changedautomatically.

Philanoticedandhequicklyremovedtheplatefrom

meandwenttogetmeanotherone.

Phila:"Hereyougo,Sthandwasami(Mylove)."

Me:"Thankyou."

Porschestaredatme.

Me:"What?"



Porsche:"Whenwereyougoingtotellmethatyou're

pregnant?"

Me:"Porsche,Iwasgoingtotellyou.Ifoundout

fewhoursbeforeRobpassedon.Ididn'twantto

seemselfish..."

Sheinterruptedme.

Porsche:(smiling)"Relax,Zee.Youknowyoucan

alwaystellmeanything.I'msohappyforyou."

Me:(Smiling)"Thankyou,P.Well,I'mexpecting

triplets."

Shesmiledwidelyandhadtearsglisteninginher

eyes.



Porsche:"Alwaysremembermywords,Zee"Letsatsi

lagohlabela(betterdaysawait)."

WehuggedandwipedoffourtearswhilePhilawas

smiling.

Me:"Bythewaywhat'supwithBilly?"

Porsche:(laughing)"Ah,thatone.He'salwaysbeen

theblacksheep,recoveringdrugaddictwhosleeps

withblackwomenunderground.Heevenhastwo

kidswiththeprevioushelper."

Rachellaughedsohardshetriedtocontainher

laughter.Iwasstunnedshame.HillBillyactsso

muchlikearacistbutdeepdownheshagsblack

women.

ChapterOneHundredandTwentyOne



Ziyanda

PhilaandIhadtogotoPorsche'shousewiththe

restofthefamily,whileMam'Ivyandtherestgo

backhome.Weenteredthehousewiththelaywer

followingussincehewasalsoatthememorial.We

gottothediningareaandtookourseats.

Porsche,Olivia,Billy,Rob'sparents,Rob'ssister

EmmaandRob'sgaybrotherJoel,Ernie,Vinolia,

PhilaandIwerepresent.IassumedPhilaandI

werethereforsupportsincewe'refriendswith

PorschesowejustkeptquietwhileIheldPorsche's

hand.BaileywasfastasleepandevenMam'Selena

waspresent.

Lawyer:"I'llbeveryquicksincethelateMr.Williams

madeavideorecordingofhiswill.Allowmetoplay

itwhileweallremainsilentuntilthevideoisover

please."



IcouldseeBillygettingoverlyexcited.It'samazing

whatmoneycandotopeople.

Robert:"Mydearfamilyandfriends,ifyou're

watchingthisitmeansI'mnomore.Thisismylast

willandtestamentanditgoesasfollows:

Tomydearparents:IleaveR1millioneachsince

youarebothwealthyenoughonyourownalready.

Thatisjustatokenofgrattitudeforeverything

you'vedoneforPortiaandIduringourdarkesttime.

TomysisterEmma:Ileaveyoumyholidayhomein

SwitzerlandandR1million.Ialsoleaveyouatrust

fundworthR2millionforyourson.You'vebeen

nothingbutkindtomethroughoutmytimehereon

earth.

TomybrotherJoel:"IleaveyoumyPorsche,since



you'vealwaysloveditandIalsoleaveyouR5

millionsothatyoucanfinallygetyourfashion

businessupandrunningandprovethewhole

familythatyou'retheshit.Beinggayisnota

diseaseandI'mveryproudofyouforstandingby

yourbeliefs."

ToSelena:"You'vebeenmorethanahelpertous,

you'vesacrificedsomuchforusthatyoueven

spentmoretimewithusthanyourownfamily.I

leaveyouR3million.

IcouldhearBillymurmuringunderneathhisbreath

andthelawyeraskedhimtokeepquiet.

Rob:"MydarlingOlivia,thankyousomuchfor

alwaysbeingyou.I'llalwaysloveyou,myangel

face.IleaveyouallmyhotelsinCapeTownand

R10million,whichyou'llonlygetfullownershipof

whenyoureach21.Ialsoleaveyoumy

Lamborghini,mayyoualwaysthinkofmewhenever



you'reinit."

ToMamaErnie:"You'veblessedmewiththe

greatestwomanonearthandyoualwaysremain

humbleandfunny.IleaveyouR1million.It'stime

foryoutospoilyourselfandtraveltheworld.

ToVinolia:"Thankyouforlovingandrespecting

yoursister.IalsoleaveyouR1million.Theworld

isyouroyster,pleaseyourself.

ToZiyanda:"You'vealwaysbeensuchatruefriend

toPortia,andforthatI'llalwaysremaingreatful.I

knowyouandPorschesharealoveforbeauty,soI

leaveyouoneofmyspa'sinPretoria.

Okay,Ineverexpectedthat.

ToPhila:"You'vealwaysbeensuchagreatman.



Remainhumbleasalwaysandforthat,Ileaveyou

myhouseinMauritius.Traveltheworldandshow

Zeewhatisoutthere.Thankyousomuchforbeing

myfriend.

Lastly,tomydarlingwifePortia,I'llalwaysloveyou,

babe.Ileaveyoueverythingelseofmyestate,

whichincludestherestofmyhouses,mycarsand

allmyhotels.Youdeservetoruntheworld.Ilove

you.

Billy:"Whatthefuck?!Thiscuntusedsomeblack

magiconmybrother!HowcomeIdon'tget

anything?!"

Mam'Ernie:"Hehwena,Billy.Skantlwaelamogwete

(Don'tfuckwithme).Cuntkemaretao(acuntis

yourdick)wankutlwa(youhearme)?!"

Rob:"Oh,Billy.Ididn'tleaveyouanythingbecause



you'reworthnothingandthat'swhatexactlywhat

youdeserve.Ihopeyoufinallylearnhowtolive

withpeopleandhavearealheart.You'vebeen

nothingbutapainintheasstomywifeandI.Have

agoodlife."

Andjustlikethatthevideowasoverleaving

everyonestunned.PorschejustlookedatBillywith

ablankstareashekeptrambling.

Billy:"Thisisbullshit!"

Mam'Ernie:"Heywena,Billyboy.Ithinkit'stimefor

youtogobeforeyouwakeupdeadtomorrow

morningwabona(yousee)?"

Billystormedoutasusualleavinghisparentsquiet

asalways.



Mam'Ernie:"Youtwo,cutthatidiotoffandgotravel

theworldbeforeyoudieofheartfailure.Andbe

suretofindhisblackchildrenandtakegoodcareof

thembeforeGodtakesyouawaytoo.Jowleave

thishouse.We'llseeyoukaChristmas."

Fewdayslater

Ziyanda

ItsFridayandwe'repreparingtoleaveforEshowe.

KeleisbeingburiedontheZwane'shomeground

sinceSbupaidlobolaforher.Mostofherfamily

wereunimpressed,eventhoughhepaidforallthe

expensesandtheirflightsandaccommodation.

Theydidn'tspendasinglecent.Rachelhadtostay

behindwithMam'IvytolookafterLuyandaand

Siyanda.Theywerestillinhospital,butwereoffthe

ventilatorswhichisagoodsign.Drakesaidthey'd



beabletogohomeverysoon.

AllinallI'mgladKelewillbeburiednexttoherson.

WefinallyarrivedafterbafewhoursandI'vebeen

havingthisweirdfeelinginmygut.Philadidn't

wantmetogo,butIwentanyway.SomehowIfeel

likeIshould'velistenedtohimandstayedback

home.

Phila:"Areyouokay,Sthandwasami(mylove)?"

Me:"Yes,Iam,babywami(mybaby)."

Ifakedasmileandfeltsonervous.Hesawright

throughmebutdecidedtoleaveit.Apparently

MaryandLegoforcedtheirwaytothefuneral,while

RuthisM.I.AagainafterfeelingthewrathofSbu

andPhila.MelandDrakearehereaswell,with

NobuhleandNokuhle.



Wearrivedandpreparedeverything.KingZurihad

alittleceremonyandKelehadtobeburiedafter

dawnintheRoyalcemetry,becauseofthewayshe

died.Asweenteredthecemetery,thesunwas

settingandthecoffinwasverybeautifuland

maroon.Shewasalsoburiedinroyalattirejustlike

Thato.It'sveryunfortunatetoburyMotherandson

justmonthsapart.

WhenwegotoutofthecarIjustfeltacoldshiver

downmyspine.Ifeltsouneasyandunsettled.As

theceremonywenton,IheardoneoftheRoyal

guardsshouting.Iwasstandingrightnextto

Nokuhle,whilePhilaheldNobuhle.Intheblinkof

aneyeIsawsomeoneruntowardsmewithagun

pointedatNokuhleandIdidtheunthinkable.I

jumpedrightinfrontofherandIfeltpainonmy

abdomen.Heshotmeonceandsoonaftera

numberofgunshotswentoffandhelayonthe

groundbleeding.



Philacamerushingtowardsme,butIwasalready

bleedingfrommystomach.Iwasinsomuchpain

asItriedtoscreamthinkingofmybabies.Drake

cameandputpressureonmywoundasPhila

carriedmetothecarwithSbuandthetwins

followingus.AsKingShakaremovedthebalaclava

fromtheman'shead,wesawitwasLwazi.Tears

rolleddownmyfaceasIthoughtofmyunborn

children.Ishould'velistenedtoPhila,Ishould've

stayedhome.

ChapterOneHundredandTwentyTwo

OneweekLater

ZinhleGumede,wifeofKingBonginkosiGumede

IwasenjoyingmyteauntilIgotacallfroman

informerthatLwaziwasshot.Thatidiot.Hecomes

upwithaplantohurttheZwane'swhereithurtsthe

mostandthemotherfuckerdiesintheprocess.He



shotZeeinsteadofthekids.He'screatedareal

messandhe'snotevenheretofixithimself.Even

mysocalledhusbandrushedtoEshoweeversince

heheardofZiyanda'sshooting.He'sbeenthere

eversince,notevencheckinguponme.SoI

decidedtocallAdonia.

Adonia:"Hey,Zinhle!Don'tyoudarecallme,

uyangizwa(doyouhearme)?Yourdeathisnearso

leavemealone."

Zinhle:"Ungazong'nyanyisawena(Don'tannoyme).

Ukhulumangani(Whatareyoutalkingabout)?"

Adonia:"You'vefuckedwithZiyanda'sunborn

children,theZwaneheirsandnowherancestors

arecomingforyou.Seeyouinhell,sisi."

Istartedpanicking.Ididn'tknowthatshewas

pregnant.Ican'tpossiblybepunishedmyghosts.



AsIwasthinking,Iheardvoices.

Voice:"ZinhleGumede,theinfamouswitch.You

decidedtomesswithmygrandchildrenafteryou

werewarnedthelasttime?!"

Zinhle:(terrified)"I..Idon'tknowwhoyouareor

whatyouwant,butIdidn'tdoitintentionally,okay?!"

Voice:"Yourtimeisup.We'vebeenlenientenough.

It'stimeforyoutofacethewrathoftheZwane's."

Zinhle:"No!No,no,pleasewait!"

MypleadingfellontodeafearsasIfeltmywhole

bodystartburningfromtheinside.Iscreamedin

agonhwithnoonearoundtohelpme.Icouldn'tsee

anyfire,butIcouldfeelasifIwasbeingburntby

realfire.Iscreamedsomuch,Itriedtakingoffmy



clothesintheprocess.

IranoutsidenotevencaringifIwasnakedornot.I

ranoutsidethegateandfoundsomepasserbyers.

Zinhle:"Yoh!Ngisizeni(Helpmeplease)!Ngiyasha

(I'mburning)!Helpmeplease!"

IwasevenrollingonthedustygroundofNyanini.

Woman:"We'vebeensayingthatZinhleGumedeisa

witch!Umthakathilo(She'sawitchthisone)!"

NextthingIheardpeopleagreeingwithherinstead

ofhelpingme.Iheardnoisesandsawacrowdof

peoplerunningtowardsmewithstones.

Ifeltstoneshittingmeeverywhereonmybody.I've



neverfeltsomuchpaininmylife.ThemoreI

screamed,themoretheystonedme.Ifeltmyvoice

fadingawayandthepeople'svoicesbecoming

fainterandfainter.AllIsawwasdarknessfrom

then.

Twoyearslater

Ziyanda

Lifehasbeensoamazing,Ican'tthankGodenough

forhismercyandgrace.Yes,PhilaandIfinally

becameparentstoourthreebeautifulboys.He

wantedgirls,butthemomentheheardtheirfirst

crieshefellinlovewiththeminstantly.Manqoba,

AneleandZakhelehaveturnedonealreadyandyou

won'tguessit.I'mexpectingagainandreadyto

popanyminutenow.Yes,tripletsagain-allgirlsthis

time.Wedecidedtofindoutthegenderbeforebirth

unlikewiththeboys.I'msorearytopopandafterI

do,nomorekids.



Mam'Ivyisjustsohappytoseeusbeingblessed

withwhatwe'vealwayswishedfor.Shefinallytold

SbuandPhilathatsheandMandla,thedriver,are

officiallyacouple.Theydidn'ttakeittoowellat

first,buteventuallygrewoutoftheirlittlemisery.

NokuhleandNobuhlenolongerlivewithherand

are5yearsoldnow.TheylivewithSbuandRachel,

givingMam'Ivyplentyoftimetoenjoylifewithher

newman.

SbuandRachelgotmarriedwhenthetwinsturned

one.Yep,she'snowamotheroffouramazinggirls.

LuyandaandSiyandaarenowalmosttwoyearsold,

andweneverforgettothinkofKeleontheir

birthdaysincetheyshareonewiththeirmother.

Kele'sspiritseemstohavebeeninpeaceafterthe

funeral,Mam'Masangoconfirmedit.Kele'sfamily

eventuallymadepeacewithitandMarymadea

sceneafterthefuneraldemandingmoneyand

compensation.Sheleftthefuneralemptyhanded,

though.



Mam'MasangoisstillawomanofGodwithsober

habitsandstillhasn'tfoundamanyet.Shesays

she'smarriedtoGodandcontinuestohelppeople.

MymotherNomsahasbeenagreatpartofmylife,

sheevenjoinedchurchandcontinuestocarefor

Thando'schildren.Iheardthroughthegrapevine

thatherandmyfatherBonginkosiarenowofficially

anitemagain.I'mnotreallybothered,ifshe's

happythenI'mhappy.IheardZinhlegotstonedto

deathaweekafterIwasshotinthestomachat

Kele'sfuneral.Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifshewasin

onit.

Porschehasbeenbetterthaneverandcrazierthan

ever.OliviaisofftoUniversityandisstudyingin

CapeTown.Theirbondisstillamazingandshe

continuestotakegoodcareofher.Baileyhas

grownintothespittingimageofhislatefather;a

beautifulbiracialboywithblueeyes.Hermomand



sisterstillvisitheroftenandhermomtook

Rob'sadvice,shewenttotravelaroundtheworld

usingthemoneyRoblefther.Vinoliaontheother

hand,startedanailbusinesswhichhasbeendoing

reallywell.Shefinallyfoundsomethingshereally

lovesandisanevenbettertoherchildren.Porsche

isstillsingle,buthasanonandoffthingwith

Mthunzi.Shesaysshewantstokeephimonhis

toes,poorguy.Porscheneverwentbacktowork,

butcontinuedtotakeoverthebusinessafterRob's

deathandeventhoughPhilawasn'tveryhappy

aboutit,heletherbe.Porschehasbeenhappier

eversince.

Lungagotbetterandapologizedathousandtimes

afteramilliontherapysessions.He'snolongera

threattousandcontinuestolivehisownlife.He

evenfoundagirlfriendnotsolongago.I'mhappy

forhim.



MelissastillworksforPhilaandenjoysitawhole

lot.Sherunsthecompanyformyhusbandalmost

asperfectasPorscheusedto-herwordsnotmine.

Gogofinallycamecleanaboutherrelationshipwith

Tony.ShewenttochurchonedaywithTonybyher

sideleavingeveryoneshockedtothecore.Shetold

themtodealwithitorfuckoff.Yep,that'smygogo

foryou.She'scurrentlyinMauritius,havingagood

timewithTony.

Thandofinallyfollowedhercalling.Shehasa

healinghandasMam'Masangosays.Sheeven

prayedformeallweekwhenIwasinhospitalafter

theshooting.Wemadepeaceandshe'sbeendoing

theLord'sworkalongsideMam'Masango.Her

relationshipwithherkidsbecamebetterthanever,

andshe'sbecomesoamazingatpraying,thatshe

evenjoinedthechurchministry.LifeisamazingI

tellyou.Shewroteabookabouthowshechanged

herlifefrombeingadrugaddicttobeingtheLord's



disiciple.

PhilaisstillPhila,soamazingandsoromantic.The

sexisbetterthanbeforeandyep,BDSMhas

becomeapartofourlifestyle.He'senjoyingbeing

afathermorethananything,andboughtmeanew

houseasapushpresentwhentheboyswereborn.

Zodwa,Lunga'smommadeacomplete360degree

turnaround.Shehealedfromhersevereburnsa

yearlaterandjoinedthechurch.She'sbecomeone

ofthepeoplewhoalsogoaroundhelpinginthe

community.Shehasleftherwitchytendenciesfor

good-Ihope.

Iontheotherhandresignedfromthecompanyand

continuedtoworkwithElmarie.I'vehadafew

campaignshereandtheretohelpwomenbecome

whatthey'vealwayswishedwithoutfearing

anythingoranyone.Ienjoyworkingfromhomeand

beingamothertomyamazingyettiringsons.It



tookmeawhiletoseewho'swhoatfirst,buttheir

personalitiesmostdefinitelymakeiteasiertotell

themapart.

Lifeisamazing,wegotoourhouseinItalyevery

nowandthenandeverDecemberwespentitatour

CapeTownholidayhome.Familylifekeepsus

saneandGodkeepsushumbleandgrounded.Sbu

andPhilacontinuetodowhattheylove-making

moneywhilewe'resleeping.

OnethingI'velearntinmy28yearsoflifeonthis

earthistonevergiveup.Prayuntilsomething

happensbecauseGod'splansarewaybiggerand

betterthanyours.Nohumanbeinghasthepower

tostopwhatHehasalreadylaidoutforyou.I

alwaysrememberPorsche'swords:"Letsatsilago

hlabela(betterdaysawait).Andyes,betterdays

keepcomingonceyou'veweatheredtheheavy

storm.



THEEND.


