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*Jane'sNewJob*

JanestoodinfrontoftheGiganticbuilding,

decidingiftogoinornot.Whenshegotthemail

yesterdayrequiringshecomestoHighWaters

Interiorstobeinterviewedforthepositionofa

personalassistant,shewaselated.Shehasheard

somuchaboutthecompanyandtheirreputation

formakingqualityinteriordesignsanddecorations.

Sowhenshesawthejobopeningforapersonal

assistantpositionshejumpedatiteventhoughshe

reallydidn'thavetheexperienceneededforthejob.

Shetoldherselfallsheneededwastotweakher

resumetomatchtherequirementsneededand

convincewhoeverwasgoingtointerviewherthat
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shecoulddeliver;afterallshewasasmartgirl.

Standingbeforethebuildinginreality,sheis

beginingtodoubtifcomingherewasasmartidea.

Thebuildingandeverythingaboutitlooksso

intimidatingandterrifying.Butnotasterrifyingas

thethoughtofpackingupandgoingbacktoher

hometowninEnugustatewhereallherfolkslived,

folkswhowarnedandtriedeverythingpossibleto

dissuadeherfromcomingtothecity.

Shewasrunninglowoncashandneedsstable

sourceofincomeifnotshemightenduponthe

streetbeggingforfood,orgobackhome.The

thoughtofthatmadehercringeandquickenher

stepsasshewalkedintothebuilding.

Theinteriorlookedevenbetterthansheimagined,it

waspicturesqueyetsimple,itbustledwithactivity

asworkerswereresumingforthedayandgetting

startedforthenewweek.Shewalkeduptothe



receptionistabeautifulladyinhermidthirties,she

wastypingonthecomputerinfrontofher.

"HimynameisJaneI'mhereforaninterview,for

thepositionofthepersonalassistanttothe

manager".

Theprettyladysmiledandreplied"helloJane,

welcometoHighWaters,Vivianwillbewithyou

shortly.Meanwhilesherequestedyouwaitinher

office,Theseconddoorbyyourleft".

Janethankedherandwentinthedirectionshewas

given.Theofficewasspaciouswithabig

mahoganytableinthemiddleandtwoexecutive

chairsoneachoppositeendofthetable,twosofas

bythesideofthewall.Theoppositeendofthe

officehadaglasswallwhichgaveanampleviewof

thebeach.Janewasbeginningtolookforwardto

workinghere.Shehasalwayslovedgoingtothe

beach.shetookaseatononeofthesofas.



Shewasn'tsittedforlongwhenabeautifulmiddle

agedwomanwalkedintotheoffice,puttingona

grayjacketwithablackjeantrousersandaheel

strappedsandals,shewascarryingaLouisVuitton

handbag.Everythingaboutherspokeclass

includingthewayshewalked.

"Goodmorning,youmustbeJane"shesaidasshe

walkedtowardsthelargemahoganydeskandput

downherhandbag.

"Yesgoodmorning,nicemeetingyouma"Jane

greetedasshestoodup.

"OhpleasecallmeVivian,dohaveasit.Sorryfor

keepingyouwaiting,thetrafficonmyroutethis

morningwashectic.Asyouknowyou'rerequiredto

startimmediatelymyschedulethesedaysisalways

chokedupandI'mindireneedofanassistant.I



hopeyouarecompetentlikeyoustatedinyour

resume?"

Janedidn'tknowshewouldbestartingimmediately,

infactshethoughtshewascomingforaninterview.

"Yesma,sorryVivian,I'mequaltothetaskandif

thereiso]o0anythingIdon'tunderstandI'mafast

learnerIwillpickup"

Janerepliednervouslytryingherbesttolook

confidentevenifthisisactuallyherfirstrealjob

aftergraduationfromtheUniversity,asideherone

yearNationalYouthServicewheresheservedasan

Englishteacherinasecondaryschoolandhelping

hereldersistermanagetheaffairsofhertinyshop

whereshesoldbabywears,ifthisevencountsasa

realjob.

Thiswouldbeherfirstrealjobandshewasn't



aboutletherlackofexperiencemakeherlosethe

job.Vivianmusthavebeenconvincedbecausethe

nextthingshesaidmadeJaneleapforjoy.

"Alrightyougotthejobandthat'sbecauseIdon't

havemuchtimetointerviewothercandidatesbut

bearitinmind,theminuteyoufailtodeliverIwon't

hesitatetofireyourass"Shesaidmeaningevery

wordofit.

ThisscaredJaneandalmostmadewalkawayfrom

thejobbutthensherememberedhowbrokeshe

wasanddecidedagainsttheidea,shewas

determinedmorethanevertomakeitinthisbigcity

ofLagosandifdoingherbesttodeliveratthisjob

isoneofthewaystoachievethisgoal,thenshe

would.Soshesquaredhershoulder,putonher

confidentlookandsaid"whatdoyouneedtobe

done?"

ThisstatementmadeViviansmileandreplied"let's



startwithyouorganizingmycalendar,it'sso

clustered,Ihavedifferentmeetingsandevents

scheduledforsamedayandtime,soreorganize

themandkeepmeabreastwiththechanges,Ihave

ameetingwiththeboardofdirectorsintenminutes

youwouldhavetocomewithmeandtakenotes".

Withthatsaid,VivianhandedJaneadairy

containingallherscheduleforthemonth.Jane

delvedintoworkwithsomuchenthusiasm.

BymiddayJanewasworn-outfromorganizing

calendar,takingdownnotesformeetings,goingto

getcoffeeandfollowingVivian'severymovesoshe

doesn'tmissanyimportantdetailthatneedsbeing

takennoteof.

Sheneverknewbeingapersonalassistantcouldbe

sotasking,butthesalarywaswortheverystress.

NowshewasonherwaytogetlunchforVivianand

herself,shetooktheelevatortothecafeteriawhich



wasonthefirstfloorofthebuilding.Vivian

requestedshegetherjollofriceandplantainwhile

shewasgettingspaghettiandgrilledfishwithacup

ofsmoothieforherself.Oneoftheperksofworking

hereisthatsheneedn'tworryaboutlunch,the

companyprovideslunchfortheirstaff.

OnherwaybacktoVivian'sofficeshewasholding

thebagcontainingtheirlunchinonehand,

alongsidehercupofsmoothie,Janewastyping

awayonherphone,replyingmessagesonher

personalWhatsAppwhichshehadn'tbeenableto

replysinceshebeganworking.Thedoortothe

elevatoropened,Janesteppedout,stillengrossed

inherphone.

Shedidn'tnoticewhenshebumpedintosomething

hardandbeforeshecouldrealizeitshehadspilled

hersmoothiecontents.Whenshelookeduptosee

theobstructionitwasactuallyahumannotarock

likeshethought.



Notjustanyhumanbutagoodlookingone,hewas

tall,slim,muscularanddarkskinned.Hehadthe

typeofeyesthatstoppedyoudeadinyourtracks.

Hiseyesmadeherweakattheknees.

Heworeablackjeantrouser,adesignerplaidshirt

withit'ssleevesrolledup,whichwasnowruined

withthecontentsofhersmoothie.

"Iamsososorry,itwasn'tintentional"Janepleaded

withashakyvoice.Thestrangersaidnothinghe

lookedatthedamageshehadcausedonhisshirt

andlookedbackather.

"Ofcourseitwasn'tintentional,thiscouldhavebeen

avoidedifyouhadjusttakenaminutetolookaway

fromyourphoneandwatchedyourstep"

Notuntilhementionedherphonebeforeshe



realizeditwasnolongerinherhands,thenshesaw

itonthefloor.Quicklyshepickeditup,luckilyfor

heritwasn'tdamaged.Buthisbeautifulsneakers

werenotsparedfromthecontentsofhersmoothie.

"SirI'mtrulysorry,pleaseforgiveme"shesaidthis

withtearsinhereyes,whatwasshethinking?

Walkingandtypingonherphoneatthesametime,

'whatawaytomakeanimpressiononyourfirstday

atworkJane'.Shereprimandedherself.

"HowamIsupposedtogoformymeetinglooking

likethis?"Heaskeddrawingherattentionbackto

hissoiledshirt.

"Sirit'snotthatbaditcanbefixed"shesaid

thinkingofwaysshecanfixthis,honestlyspeaking

theshirtdoeslookreallybadnoscratchthat,it

actuallylookshorrible.



"Really,andjusthowdoyouintendtofixthis?"He

askedwaitingforherresponse.

Janehasneverfeltsofoolishandconfusedallher

life,howonEarthisshegoingtofixthis?Verysoon

Vivianwouldcominglookingforherasshehas

beengonefortoolong.

"SirpleaseI'msorryI.."

"youkeepsayingyouaresorrylikethatissupposed

tofixmyshirt."

''Ican….''

''What'syournameandwhatdepartmentdoyou

work?"



Ohno,shouldheknowherdepartment,hewould

reporthertoVivianandthiscouldgetherfired,

whatifhewastheboss?Thenhewouldfireher

himself.Thismadetearsrolldownhereyes.

"Sirpleasethisismyfirstdayatwork,pleasedon't

getmefired,IpromiseIwillreplaceyourshirtbut

pleasedon'tgetmefiredIbegyou".

Herpleasmusthavetouchedthestrangerbecause

hekeptquietandgaveheradeadstarebefore

stormingofftotheelevator,gotinanddidn'tsay

anotherwordtoher.

Janestoodthere,shewasstillinshock,whenshe

heardavoicebehindher.

"Heyareyouok?"Sheturnedtoseeagirlwho

lookedlikeshewasinhertwentieswalkingtowards

her.



"I'mfinethankyou"

"Areyousure?Youlooklikeyouhavebeencrying"

"I'mokthanksforasking,Ihavetobeonmyway"

withthatJanehurriedtoVivian'sofficetodeliever

herlunch.Luckilyforher,Vivianwasstillonthe

phonewithherhusband,soherabsencewasn'tfelt.

Therestofthedaywentinablur,shecouldn'tseem

totakehermindoffthesmoothieincidenceand

keptwonderingifthestrangerwouldcomebursting

throughthedoortohaveherfired.

Bytheendoftheday,shewishednothingmore

thantogotohertinyapartment,haveacoldshower

andcrawlunderherblanketandhaveagoodsound

sleep.



AsJanewenttobedthatnight,forthefirsttimeina

longwhileshereallyfeltgratefultoGod,and

thankedhimforhelpinghergetajobandnot

gettingfired.Atleastnotyet.

.
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It'sbeen3monthssinceJanestartedworkingasa

personalassistant,andsofarshewasenjoying

everybitofit,shehasevenmadeanewfriend

Amaka,thegirlwhoapproachedherafterthe

smoothieincidence,theymetagainintheelevator

twodayslaterandgottalking.Eversincethenthey

havebothbecomegreatfriends.Amakaeven

movedinwithheramonthago.



Amakahappenedtobelookingforanapartment

afterbreakingupwithherboyfriendwhomshewas

livingwithandJaneneededaroommatewhomshe

couldsplitherrentwith,soitwasawinforthem

both.

Vivianherboss,wasn'tasdifficultaseveryone

labeledhertobe,allsheneedsisherinstructions

strictlyadheredtoandyoubothwillbefriends.

Janehasneverhadissueswithobeying

instructions,therewasonetimewhenshewasin

gradefour,andwaslearninghowtocookvegetable

soupfromhermother,andshetoldhertofollow

everythingshedidifshewantedtocookatasty

vegetablesoupashers.Andfolloweveryofher

mother'sstep,Janedid,sheevenwentasfaras

clappingintothesoupeverytimeshepreparedit

becauseshealwayssawhermomdoingthat,it

wasn'tuntilJanewasinhighschoolsherealized

hermotheronlyclappedoverthesouptoremove



theremnantofsaltonherhandsandnottomake

thesouptasty.Thisstilldidn'tdeterJanefrom

followinginstructionstothelatter.

ItwasaThursdayafternoonandtheyjustgotback

fromameetingwiththeboardofdirectors,where

Janehadtotakedownbunchofnotesasusual.

"Jane,IneedyoutotakesomedocumentstoOcean

ViewsCompany,Mr.JeffreytheCEO,isanewclient

wehavebeenbiddingforacontracttodesignthe

interiorsofhisnewestate,everytimewesetupa

meetingwithhimtofinalizethedeal,heendsup

cancelling,reasonsbestknowntohim"Viviansaid

astheygotintotheoffice.

''Sure,noproblem''.

"Iwasabletoconvincehimtosetupanother

meetingfor2pmtoday,hewantsthedocuments



containingthedetailsofthecontractbroughttohim

inhisoffice,IwouldhavetakenthemmyselfbutI

havebunchofmeetingstoattend"Viviancontinued

asshewalkedaroundherdesktoretrievesome

documentsandhandedthemovertoJane.

''ThatmeansIhavetoleavenow''.

"Yes,Igotmydrivertotakeyou;heknowswhereMr.

Jeffrey'sofficeislocated.

Janegatheredherthingswhichconsistedofthe

newiPadVivianhadgivenherfortakingnotes

insteadofwritingonhernotepad,andherwater

flaskwhichshelikedcarryingaroundbecauseit

actsasareminderforhertostayhydrated.Sheput

theminherhandbag.

"Jane,thisdealisimportantnotjusttothecompany

buttometoo,somakesurehesignsthose



documents".Wasthatdesperationsheheardin

Vivian'svoiceorwassheimaginingit?

Afterdrivingforhalfanhourthedriverpulledupin

frontofaglassbuildinginthehighbrowareaof

Lekkiphase1.Exoticcarswereparkedinfrontof

thebuilding,theemployeesofthiscompanymust

obviouslybewellpaid,tobedrivingsuchcars,she

thoughtwithinherself.

JanesteppedoutofthecarwonderingifVivianwas

inherrightsensessendingheronsuchassignment

ifitwassoimportanttothecompanylikeshe

claimsitwas.Shebarelyknewanythingaboutthe

contracteventhoughtheyhavebeenworkingonit

forthepastfewmonthssinceshewasemployed.

Shestillfeelslikeanovice,howwasshesupposed

toansweranyofMr.Jeffery'squestions?

Shewalkedintothebuilding,everythingaboutit

screamedpowerevendowntothedoorman.



"Hellogoodafternoon,mynameisJanefromHigh

WatersInteriorsI'mheretoseeMr.Jeffrey"she

saidtoaprettyladywhomthedoormanintroduced

toherasMr.Jeffrey'ssecretary.

"Doyouhaveanappointment?"Theladyasked.

"YesIdo,heisexpectingme".

"Alright,whattimeisyourappointmentscheduled

for?"Theladyaskedsmiling.

"2pm"

"Well,ma'amMr.Jeffreydoesn'thaveanymeeting

scheduledfor2pmtoday,asamatteroffacthehas

closedfortheday".Thesecretarysaidwith

nonchalance.



Closedfortheday?Theymustbekiddingwho

closesfromworkby2pminLagos?

"I'msorryyoumustbemistaken,heisexpectingme,

andwearesupposedtomeettoday"

"I'msorryIcan'tbemistakenIhaveMr.Jeffrey's

entireschedulefortheweekandhedoesn'thave

anymeetingscheduledfor2pmtoday"

Theladywasclearlyannoyed.

Janestoodthereconfused,shecan'tgoback

withouthavingthesedocumentssignedoratleast

giventoMr.Jeffrey,notafterVivianhadtoldher

howimportantitisthatMr.Jeffreysignsthese

documents.ShedecidedtocallVivianandletherin

onwhatwasgoingon.



Vivianpickeduponthefirstring

"HelloJane,howisitgoingoverthere?"

"I'mafraidwehavealittleproblem,Mr.Jeffrey's

secretarysaidhedoesn'thaveanyappointment

scheduledfor2pmandhehasclosedfortheday"

Therewasapause.

"Howcanshesaythat?Youknowwhatjuststay

putwhileIcallMr.Jeffreymyself"

FewminuteslaterJane'sphonerang,itwasVivian

calling.

"JaneIjustspoketoMr.Jeffrey,apparentlyhetold



hissecretarytocancelallhismeetingfortoday,I

wasabletoconvincehimtomeetwithyou,sohe

requestedyoutakethedocumentsovertohis

apartmentinIkoyi,Iwillcallthedrivertolethim

knowsohewilltakeyouthere,oncehesignsthe

documentsyoucanclosefortheday,isthatok?"

"Alrightnoproblem"

Janewalkedbacktowherethecarwaspacked;

Vivianmusthavecalledthedriverbecausehehad

thecarreversedalreadybeforeJanegotthere.She

gotinandtoldthedriverthechangeinplans,he

affirmedandrearedtheenginetolife.

AllthroughtheridetoMr.Jeffrey'sapartment,Jane

keptwonderingwhattypeofabusinessmanhe

wasforhimtocancelameetingasimportantas

this,andevenhadthenervetorequestthe

documentsbroughttohisapartment,what

arrogance.



Oritcouldbethattheoldmanisnotfeelingtoowell

anddecidedtocloseearlytherewasnocrimein

that,businessmenarealsohumanandneedsrest

too.Andhereshewasjudginghim.'Janeyouneed

tohearpeople'ssideofthestoryfirstbefore

passingjudgment'shereprimandedherself.

Shewassolostinherownthoughtsthatshedidn't

noticethedriverhadalreadypulledupinfrontofa

beautifulblackgate,asecurityguardcameoutof

thecompoundandwalkedtowardsthedriver'sside

ofthedoor,thedriverwounddownthecarwindow

afractiontospeaktohim.

"Goodafternoon,weareheretoseeMr.Jeffrey,we

haveanappointmentwithhimfromHighWaters

Interiors"

"YourIDsplease?"Thesecurityguardrequested;



directingthequestiontobothherselfandthedriver.

ThedrivergavebothhisandJane'sIDtothe

securityguard.

ThesecurityguardgavebothIDsagoodscrutiny

andhandedthembacktothedriver.

"Mr.Jeffreyisexpectingyou,youcandrivein".With

thatsaidhepressedaremoteandthegateopened

upandtheydrovein.

Thehousewasmagnificent,itwaspaintedwhite,

largeandcastlelike,ithadahugewaterfountainin

themiddle,andthesidesofthecompoundwere

adornedinthemostbeautifulflowersJanehasever

seen.Itwasthetypeofhouseyouonlyseein

movies.

Thefrontdooropenedandawomanwholookedto

beinherfiftiescameout.



"Goodafternoondear,youmustbeJane?"

"Yes,goodafternoonma"

"Pleasecomein,Mr.Jeffreyisexpectingyou"the

ladyledherintothehouse.

Thesittingroomwaslikeaperfectmagazinecover;

itgleamedwithspotlesssilence.

IthadbrownleatherchairswhichJanefearedshe

mightstainifshesatonanyofthem.Thegold

curtainsweremadeoflinen.Therewasalarge

plasmatelevisionhungonawalloftheroom.She

lookedtotherightandsawablackandwhite

photographofabeautifulmiddleagedcouplewho

lookedadorablyateachother.Thewallswere

decoratedwithbeautifulAfricanpaintings.She

couldseeherreflectionontheshinymarbletiles.



Theleftendofthesittingroomopeneduptoalarge

diningroomwithabespokediningtableandchairs.

Stillontheleftendwasastaircasewhichprobably

ledtothebedroomsJanethought.Tenofher

apartmentcanfitintothisroom;thisisactuallythe

biggestsittingroomshehaseverseen.

Whoeverthismanwas,hesuredidhavegreattaste

indesign.

"Hewillbewithyoushortly"

Shehadtotallyforgottenshewasn'taloneinthe

room.

"Alrightthanks"

Fewminuteslaterthewomancamebackwithatray

containingaglassofjuiceandsomecookies.Jane



didn'treallycareaboutrefreshments,atthispoint

allshewantsisfortheoldmantocomedownand

havethesedocumentssignedsoshecanbeonher

way.Soshethankedtheladyforherkindnessbut

withouttheintentionoftouchingthem.

JanewaitedforoveranhourandyetMr.Jeffrey

wasn'tanywhereinsight.TheVivian'sdriverhadto

leavetogopickupVivianasitwasalmosttimefor

closeofbusiness.Shewouldhavetofindherway

homewhenthemeetingwasover.

Coulditbethatheforgotshewaswaitingforhimor

hashecancelledonheragain.Janewasbeginning

tofeelagitatedwhenthewomanwalkedinwitha

smileonherface.

"Mr.Jeffreywillseeyounow;herequestedyoujoin

himatthegazebo,pleasecomewithme"



Thismansuredoesknowhowtokeeponewaiting,

Janethoughtwithinherselfasshegotupand

followedthewoman.

Thewomanledhertothebackofthehouse.Jane

thoughttheinteriorwasbeautifulbutwhatshesaw

atthebackwasbreathtaking.

Apartofthegroundwascoveredincarpetgrass,

thetypeyouseeinfootballpitches.Thereweretwo

gazeboswithbeautifulcanechairsinthem.There

wasalargeswimmingpoolononeside,theground

aroundthepoolwascoveredinconcreteintiles;

besidesthepoolwerereclinedchairs.Shereally

wishedshecouldtakeadipinthepool.

Mr.Jeffreywasmakingacallinthegazebocloseto

thepool.Hehadhisbackturnedtothem.

Wait,shehasheardthatvoicebefore,Janethought



andthenheturned.

Janestoodfixatedtoaspot,nothiscan'tbe,and

probablyhereyeswereplayingtricksonher.Wasn't

Mr.Jeffreysupposedtobeanelderlyman?Hecan't

possiblybethesamestrangershespilledher

smoothieon?

Well,hewastheone.Hemusthavebeenshocked

himselfbecausehetoldwhoeverwasontheother

sideofthelinehewouldcallbackandendedthe

call.

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Heaskedgivingherhis

fullattention.Janeturnedtothewomanwho

walkedherin,probablyshecanmakethe

introductions,andtheladymusthavedisappeared

becauseshewasnowhereinsite,greatsheisin

thisalone.



"I'mfromHighWatersInteriors,I..."

"Ireallydon'tcarewhereyoucamefrom;my

questioniswhatareyoudoinghere?"

Heinterruptedherwitharaiseofhishand.'Thisis

notgoingtobeeasy'Janethought.

"Ibroughtthedocumentsyourequestedforsir"she

repliedwithashakyvoice.

"Interesting.SoVivianthoughtitbesttosendthe

samepersonwhopreventedmefromattendingthe

lastmeetingwescheduledformetosignthose

documents,veryinterestingclearlythisdealdoesn't

meanmuchtoher"

Heclearlywasn'tpleasedwithherpresenceand

Janecan'tblamehimforthat.
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"SoVivianthoughtitbesttosendthesameperson

whopreventedmefromattendingthelastmeeting

wescheduledformetosignthosedocuments,very

interestingclearlythisdealdoesn'tmeanmuchto

her"

Heclearlywasn'tpleasedwithherpresenceand

Janecan'tblamehimforthat.

"Noitmeansalottoher,it'sreallyimportanttoher

yousignthesedocuments,I'mtrulysorryforwhat

happenedthelasttime"shesaidwithapanicked

voice.



Hesaidnothingjuststoodwithhisarmsfoldedand

staredather,thoseeyesagain,themoreshelooked

atthemweakerherkneesbecame.Thesilence

madeJaneuncomfortable.

"SirI..."

"It'sJeffreytoyou"heinterruptedwitharaiseofhis

hands.

"Sorry,Jeffreyforallit'sworth,I'mdeeplysorryfor

spillingsmoothieonyourshirt,ifthereisawayI

canmakeituptoyouIwouldbutpleasedon'tback

outofthecontract".

Stillnoresponse,hejustkeptobservingher,more

likescrutinizingher.



Shewasn'tbeautifulinaclassicalway,shehada

kindofunderstatedbeauty.Shewasn'tputtingon

anyexpensiveclothingorjewelrylikethetypeof

womenwhoalwayscamearoundJeffrey;butinher

ordinarinessshewasstunning.

Jeffreyknewshewasunawareofherprettiness.

Herdarkskinwascompletelyflawless.

Hesatdownononeofthechairs.

"What'syourname?"Heaskedstillgivingherthat

intenselook.

"Janesir"

"Andyouare?"



"Vivian'sassistant"Janereplied.

"YouarethefamousJaneViviantoldmeshewould

besendingover,hmmm....AlrightJaneIhaveheard

enoughapologiesfromyoutolastmealifetime,so

pleasedropit,ifyoumay;haveaseatlet'stalk

aboutthiscontractyourcompanyhasbeen

houndingmeaboutformonths"

"Thankyou"Janerepliedclearlyrelieved.

It'sbeenthirtyminutesandJeffreyhasbeengoing

throughthedocuments,hehasn'tsaidawordto

Jane,hewascompletelyengrossedinthe

documents,makingchangeswherehethought

applicable.

Janewishedhecouldhurryupwithwhateverhe

wasdoingasshewasstarvingandneededtoeat

somethingbeforeshefaintsbutshecouldn'tvoice



it.

Thenasiftohelpherout,hertummymadea

rumblingsound.ThismadeJefferytolookupfrom

thedocuments.

"I'msorryhaveyouhadsomethingtoeat?"

Ohsoheheardittoo?Janewasclearly

embarrassed

"I'mfineactually".

"Icouldgetmyhousekeepertopreparesomething

forus"hesaidlookingconcerned.

"I'mfine,I'mnothungry"Janerepliedeventhough

shewasdyingofhunger.



Shedidn'tgettoeatlunchbeforecomingforthe

meeting.

Jefferysaidnothing.Hewasdoingitagain,staring

atherlikehewastryingtolookintohersoul.

"Pleasejustgoahead,ignoreme"shesaidhoping

hewouldbelieveher.Inresponsehepickeduphis

phoneandstartedtypingorsoitseemed.Thenhe

raisedhisheadandasked.

"whatwouldyouliketohave?"

"I'mfineactually,don'tbotheraboutme".

Heclearlydidn'tbelieveherwhenshesaidshe

wasn'thungry,becausethat'snotwhatherbody

languagesays.



"Thefoodwillbehereintenminutes,Ihopeyoulike

jollofrice?becausethat'swhatIorderedforbothof

us"hesaid,whilehecontinuedtoflipthroughthe

pagesofthedocuments.

Janewasbeginningtodislikethisguy,whatpartof

shewasn'thungrydidn'theunderstand?

"ButItoldyouIwasn'thungry"

"YesIheardthat,don'tjustbelieveit"hesaidstill

notraisinghisheadfromthedocuments.

"Andwhyisthat?"

Canhejustraisehisheadandanswerher?she

reallydoesn'tlikebeingtreatedlikeachild.

Therewasnoanswerstill,thensherealizedhe

wasn'tlisteningtoher.



"DidyouhearwhatIasked?"Thismadehimraise

hisheadtolookather.

"Sorrydidyousaysomething?"

"IsaidwhatmakesyouthinkI'mhungry?"

Thiscompletelycaughthimoffguard,hedidn't

knowtheywerestilltalkingaboutthefoodissue.

"Wait,arewestilltalkingaboutthefood?Iordered

foodandnotahotelroom.Socomeoffit,whenthe

foodarrivesandyoudon'twanttoeatitbecause

youarenothungry,thenyoucandiscardit"

HesaidthiswithsomuchdismissalthatJanehad

toresisttheurgetosmackhimonhishead.Instead

shedecidedtocalmherselfbybreathinginandout.



Hishousekeepercameinwiththefood."Thankyou

Martha,youcanplacethemonthetable"Thenhe

turnedtoJane.

"Wouldyoulikeasoftdrinktogowithyourfood?"

Shesaidnothingjustgavehimadeadstare.

"SorryIforgotyouweren'thungry"withthis,he

turnedtohishousekeeper

"Justwaterwilldofornow".

Thehousekeeperlefttogetthemwater,while

Jeffreystartedtoeathisfood,thericedidlook

reallyenticingandalsosmeltsonice,Jane'smouth

begantowater,truthbetold,shewashungryinfact

shewasstarvingbutshewasn'twillingtoadmitit.

Notaftertheactshejustputup.



Mosttimesshejustwanttosmackherselfforher

stupidpride,whereisthewronginsomeonebuying

herlunch?Nowforherstubbornnessshehasto

watchandsalivatewhileheate.

Soinstead,shedecidedtopickupherphoneand

checkherWhatsAppmessagesatleastthatwould

distractheralittle.

Usingherphoneasameansofdistractionseemed

towork.Thenhespoke.

"Areyousureyoudon'twanttoeat?thisriceisto

diefor,andtheshrimpsaresowellseasoned"

Ishetryingtotauntherorwhat?'Janecalmdown,

rememberyouneedhimtosignthiscontract,

breathein,breatheout'shesaidthiswithinherself

andthenturnedtofacehim



"MrJeffrey,Iclearlyappreciateyourefforttogetme

toeatsomething,buttrustmewhenIsayI'mfine,

pleaseifyouwouldjustsignthedocumentsthenI

wouldbeonmyway".

Hestilldoesn'tbelieveher,shelookspaleandworn-

out,whenwasthelasttimesheatesomething?

Breakfastprobably,hewasn'tabouttoallowher

leavewithouteating.

"Actuallythecontractneedsalittlebitof

amendment,thoughI'mnotdonegoingthrough

them.ButIwon'tgoanyfurtherifyoudon'teatyour

food"hesaidgivingherhisfullattention.Nowthis

guywasbecomingreallyannoying.

"Whyareyoubentonmeeating?fortheuptenth

timeIamnothungry".



Hedidn'tknowwhyitmatteredtohimifsheateor

not,stillhewantedhertoeat.

"Becauseyoulookpaleandyourmouthkeep

wateringeverytimeItakeaspoonofmyfood"

"What?That'snottrue,Ihaven'tevenbeenlooking

atyou"

"That'sbecauseyouaretryingsohardtodistract

yourself".

wowthisguyisgood,shewouldgivehimthat.

"That'sstillnottrue"sherepliedwithindignation.

"Really?whenwasthelasttimeyouate?"

"WellI..."



"Ifyoudon'teat,thenIwouldjustgoaheadtocall

Vivianandletherknowthereasonformyabsence

inourlastscheduledmeeting"nohewouldn't,she

apologizedalready.

"Yousaidyouforgaveme"

"OhIdid?Ican'tremembersayingthat,andI'mnot

onetoforgetthingssoeasily"hesaid,leaningback

onhischair,clearlyenjoyinghimself

"SowhatisitgoingtobeJane,doIcallVivianor

youeatthefood?".

Thiswasthefirsttimehementionedhername;a

partofheryearnedforhimtosayitagain.NoJane,

youcan'tpossiblybeserious,focus.



"FineIwouldeat,butjustalittle".

"No,youeatallofitorIcallVivian"thisguyisvery

annoyingandmanipulative,somuchfussjustto

gethertoeat.Wellonthebrightside,nowshecan

eatthefoodwithoutfeelingguilty.

"Fine".

FifteenminuteslaterJanewasdoneeating,truthbe

told,sheenjoyedeverybitofthemeal,ittooka

greatdealforhernottoabandonherhometraining

andcrackthechickenbonesbecausetheytasted

sonice.

"SonowthatwearedoneeatingIsuggestwecallit

aday,Iwillgothroughthefinalpartofthecontract,

implementthechangesIwant,andthengetbackto

yourcompany"



Wait,ishejokingorwhat?Hehastosignthose

documentstoday.

"Butthatwasn'ttheplan"sherespondedfeeling

played.

"Ican'tjustsignthedocuments,Ihavetogo

throughthem,Iknowyouwanttoimpressyour

bossandall,butthegoodthingisIhavethe

documents,soIwillgothroughthemandletyou

knowonceI'mdone,don'tworryI'mnotbackingout

ofthecontract.Igiveyoumyword".

"Okay,ifyousayso"withthisJanestoodupto

leave

"Mydriverwilldropyouoff,dowelltolethimknow

youraddress".



"ThanksbutIcanfindmyway"

"Hewillbewaitingforyouatthedoor,goodday

Jane"

Withthis,hestoodupandwentintothehouse.

Janestoodfixatedwonderingwhothehelldoesthis

guythinkheistogiveherorders?Heshouldthank

hisstarsshereallywantshimtosignthose

documents.Ifnot,shewouldhavegivenhima

pieceofhermind.
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ThenextmorningJanewokeupwithtextmessage

fromVivianstatingthatshewouldbemeetingwith

Jefferyinhisofficeby1pm.

ShethoughtsheonlyfilledinforVivianyesterday

becauseshewasbusy,shesurelydidn'tseethis

secondmeetingwithJefferycoming.

Shetookextraeffortinpickingoutwhattoputon,

shedidn'twanttobecaughtunfreshunlike

yesterday,andshewasgoingtomakesuresheeat

somethingbeforeattendingthemeeting,don'twant

anyonetellingherhowpaleshelooked.

HerroommateAmakawasalreadydressedforwork,

shewasinthekitchenmakinghotchocolatefor

bothofthemtodrinkbeforeleavingforwork.

Theirapartmentwasaself-containedapartment,it

wasonlylargeenoughtocontaina10inchesbed,a



mediumsizedwardrobe,adressingtablewitha

mirroronitandacouchwhichJaneandAmaka

likedtositandsnuggleonwhentheydidn'tfeellike

lyingonthebed.

"Janethatisthethirddressyouhaveputonthis

morning,justpickadressalready,weneedtoleave

earlytobeatthetraffic"

Janepuffedatherreflectiononthemirror

"lknow,IhavedecidedI'mgoingwiththis"

Amakacameoutofthekitchenholdingtwomugs

ofhotchocolatedrink.

"Madamit'sFriday"



Janetookoneofthemugfromherlooking

confusedatherstatement.

"OfcourseIknowit'sFriday"

"Thenwhyareyouputtingonatwopiecesuit?"Still

lookingconfusedJanesaidnothing.

"Whatdidyouputontoworkyesterday?"Amaka

asked.

"Skirtandachiffonblouse"Janereplied.

"Goodandyouthinkwhenyougotohisoffice

puttingonthis"AmakajesturedtoJane'sclothing

"Hewon'tknowyouaretryingtoimpresshim?

Infacthewillthinkyouaretryingtoseducehim"



ThislaststatementmadeJanechokeonherdrink

"Amaka!Howcanyoueventhinkthat"

"It'snotwhatIthink,it'swhatheisgoingtoseeand

thinkwhenyougotohisofficeputtingonaskirtas

tightandhiphuggingasthat,ifyousayyouarenot

tryingtoseducehimlikeyouclaimevenifthat's

whatyourdressspeaks"

"Amaka!"Janechided.

"AlrightI'msorry,butyouhavetotakeoffthisattire

please,putonsomethingcasualandcooperateat

thesametime"thisconfusedJaneallthemore.

"Idon'tgetyou?"



Amakagotupfromthechairshewassittingon,

walkeduptoJane'ssideofthewardrobeopenedit

andbroughtoutapairofjeantrousers,poloanda

pairofsneakers.

"Puttheseon,youwilllookchicandcasualinthem

andstilllookprofessional".

"Areyousure?"

Janeaskednotlookingconvinced,althoughherjob

doesn'trequiresheisdressedinaparticularkindof

way;butthatdoesn'tmeansheshouldgotoa

meetinglookingtoocasual.

"Justputthemon,wedon'thavemuchtime".

Janedroppedhercupofchocolatedrinkonthe

dressingtabletotakeoffherclothesandputonthe



onesAmakabroughtout.

FiveminuteslaterJanewasdressedup.

"Nowthat'swhatIcallchicandsexy,youknowthis

outfitgivesyouthiscarefreeandsexyvibe"

"Nowallyouneedisahattogiveyouthatbadgirl

look"AmakasaidasshehandedJaneahat.

"Amakadon'tyouthinkthatwouldbetoomuch?I'm

actuallygoingforameetingandnotafashion

parade".

"Ohsonowyouknow?Auntyabegputonthehat

let'sbeonourway"Amakarepliedasshecarries

herhandbagandstartedheadingtowardsthedoor.



"Meangirl"Janemutteredasshewenttothe

kitchentodroptheirmugs.

"Iheardthat"Amakashouted.

Theygottotheofficeby8:30am,whichwasquite

earlyasworkstartsfullyby9:00am,butJane

insistedtheyalwayscometoworkearlysotheycan

preparethemselvesbeforeworkstarted.Amaka

swearsshedoesn'tunderstandwhatJanemeantby

thatbutshestillcomestoworkearlyonlybecause

shewantstoavoidthewrathofherboss.

OntheelevatorridetotheirofficefloorAmakakept

tauntingJaneaboutJeffrey.

"Amakayouhavetostop,youmakeitseemlikeI'm

goingonadatewithhim"Janesaidastheystepped

outoftheelevator.



"Madam,withthewayyoucarefullyselectedyour

clothes,onemightaswellthinkyouaregoingona

date"AmakasaidasshefellinlinewithJane's

stride.

"Ijustwanttolooknice,that'sall"Janedefended.

"Hmmmm,Istilldon'tbelieveyouthough,anyways

justincaseheordersjollofriceforyoubothagain,

dowelltoremindhimyouhavearoommatewho

happenstolovejollofrice".

ThismadeJaneburstintolaughter.

"Thief,youshouldhavesaidthat'swhatyou

wanted"

"Whatever"Amakarepliedwithawaveofherhand.



"Shadon'treturnwithoutfoodelseIwillchaseyou

back,seeya"shesaidassheswayedherasstoher

office.

WhenJaneenteredVivian's,shewasalreadysitted,

typingonherlaptopandhadaseriouslookonher

face.

"GoodmorningVivian"Janegreeted.

"GoodmorningJane,hopeyourestedwell?"She

saidlookingupfromherlaptop.

"YesIdid,thankyou"

"GoodthenbecauseyouwouldbegoingtoOcean

viewsthismorning"



"Ithoughtyousaidthemeetingwasfor1pm?"Jane

askedclearlynotpreparedforthissuddenchange.

"Yesitwassupposedtobefor1pmbutMrJeffrey

calledandmoveditup,youdon'thaveaproblem

withthetimingnowdoyou?"

Ofcourseshehadissueswiththetiming,shewas

hopingtoeatlunchfirstbeforeleavingforhisoffice

toavoidwhathappenedyesterday,guessshe

wouldhavetomakedowiththechocolatedrinkshe

hadbeforeleavingforwork.

"NoIdon'thaveissuewiththetiming"shereplied

clearlylyingthroughherteeth.

By9:30amJanewaswalkingintoJeffrey'soffice,

feelingnervousandscaredatthesametime.She

can'tclearlyplaceherfingersonitbutthereis

somethingabouthimthatmadehernervous.



Probablyitcouldbebecauseshespilledsmoothie

onhim,shehasn'tbeenabletocomeoffthe

embrassmentthathadcausedher.

Jefferywastalkingtosomeoneonthephonewhen

shewalkedin,hisfacewasmorerelaxedthanshe

rememberedityesterday,thepersonontheother

sideofthephonemusthavesaidsomethingfunny

forhelaughed.

Probablyhisgirlfriend?Whydoesthethoughtof

himhavingagirlfriendnotseemsoappealing?She

quicklysnappedoutofherthoughtswhenshe

noticedhewasendinghiscall.

"GoodmorningSir"Janegreeted.

WhenshewalkedinJefferydidn'tnoticeheratfirst,

hewasengrossedinaphoneconversationwithhis

eldersisterwhoneverfailstokeephimuptodate



onhislittlenephew'santicswhenevertheyspoke.

Jonathanwasonly3buthewasacting5already,

hissistersaysheactsolderthanhisage.Jeffery

can'tagreemore.

LastnightafterhismeetingwithJane,hecouldn't

seemtogetheroffhismind,therewassomething

aboutherthatmadehimwanttoseeheragain.At

firstheblameditonthemalariasymptomshewas

havingwhichmadehimcloseearlyfromwork

yesterday.Butthenitcan'ttotallybemalariahaving

it'stollonhim,forhewasalreadygettingbetter

beforeshearrived.

SohedecidedtoaskViviantosendherfortheir

meetinginsteadofViviancomingherself.Now

lookingatherstandinginhisofficeputtingonthat

deadlyjeanwhichmadehimmoreawareofher

hipsandtinywaistline,hewassurehemadea

hugemistake.Thenhiseyestraveledtoherchest,



fortheloveofhimthisgirlwasbusty.

Andsheseemsunwareofthebodyshehas;forshe

doesn'tcarryitwithconfidence.Doessheeven

knowshehadabodytodiefor?Hehadtodraw

himselfoutofhistrancebeforehismindstarted

goingplacesitshouldn't.

"GoodmorningJane,dohaveaseat".Hefinally

repliedtohergreeting.

"Thankyousir".

"Solet'sgetdowntobusiness,Iwentthroughthe

remainingpartofthecontractafterourmeetinglast

nightandIhaveafewchangestomake,Ihave

indicatedthem,butIwouldalsogothroughthem

withyou"



"Alrightsir"

Janesaidwithallseriousness.

Thissirthingwasbeginningtomakehimfeelold,

finehewasrichandinfluentialbutthatdoesn't

makehimanyolder.Hewasgoingtobethirtyina

monthstime,althoughnotallguyshisagewereas

successfullikehewas,justafewwere,stillthat

doesn'tmakehimanyolder.

"Okay,ifwe'regoingtobeworkingtogetheryou

havetodropthesir"Hesaidashelookedatheror

ratheratherlips.

"Ohokay,wouldyoupreferIcallyoubossthen?"

ThismadeJefferylaughreallyhard."you'rejoking

right?"Heasked



"NoI'mnot"Janerepliedtryingherbesttolook

serious;eventhoughhislaughterwashavingan

effectonherwhichshedidn'twanttoadmitto

herself.

"Firstofall,I'mnotyourbossandsecondofallI

preferyoucallmeJeffery"hesaidawaitingher

response.

"Okay."

"Good,finallyweagreeonsomething"

ForthenexttwohoursJaneandJefferywere

immersedindiscussingthecontractdetails.

"Youknowyoureallysoundsovastforsomeone

whohasneverdonethisbefore"Jeffcommended



Janeasshegaveanintelligentinputtotheir

conversation.

ThismadeJaneblush;luckilyforhershewasdark

sohewouldn'tnotice.

"Uhm,thankyouIhavebeenworkingcloselywith

Vivianonthisprojectsir".

"Thereyougoagainwiththesirthing"Jeffery

remindedherwithasmileonhisface.

"Ohsorryboss"

Jefferyleanedbackonhischairandfoldedhisarm.

"NowIcanseeyouareintentionallydoingit"



Theybothburstintolaughter.ThismadeJeffery

happy,seeingherlaugh,sinceshecameintohis

officeshehasbeenuptight.

"It'sgoodtoknowyoucanactuallysmile,you

shouldsmilemoreoften,frowningdoesn'tsuityou"

"Idon'tfrown"

"Ofcourseyoudo,Ihaveneverseenyousmile

asidenow"

Hewasn'tfarfromthetruthshethoughtbutinher

defensethecircumstancessurroundingalltheir

meetingshasnotbeenfavourabletoher.

Jefferystoodupandwalkedtohersideandsaton

theedgeofthetable.



"Ihaveapartycomingupthiseveningattheclose

ofworktoday,youshouldcome"

Foramomentnoneofthemsaidanything,theyjust

staredateachother,Jeffreywantednothingmore

thantokissher;herlipslookedsosuppleand

inviting,buthewasn'tsurekissingherwouldbea

goodideasohedecidedagainstit.

Janereallythoughthewasgoingtokissheranda

partofherwishedhedid.Thismadeherfeel

uncomfortable,soshestoodupandstarted

gatheringherthingstoleave.

"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea,besidesIhave

thingsplannedalreadyforthisevening"

Shehadnothingplanned;actuallysheplanson

eatingpopcornandbingewatchmoneyheist,but

shewasn'tabouttolethimknowthat.



"CanIhavearaincheckonthat?"Sheaskedhoping

hewoulddroptheissue.

"Sure,noproblemholdonwhileIgetmydriverto

dropyouoff"

Surelyhedoesn'tknowhowtogiveupJanethought.

"Youdon'thavetodothat,Icanfindmyway"

"It'snobotheratall,andIinsistmydrivertakesyou

backtoyouroffice"hesaidashecalledhisdriver

andaskedhimtogetthecarreadytodriveJane

backtoheroffice.

"Alrightthankyou,dohaveaniceday"



"AndyoutooJane,rememberyoustillowemeone".

Hewasn'tgoingtoletheroffthehookjustlikethat;

evenifhehastoplaythesmoothiecardthenhewill,

hewasabusinessmanafterall.
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"Youdidwhat?whoturnsdownaninvitationto

RaddisonBlu?"Amakaaskedstillnotbelieving

Janecouldturndownsuchaninvitation.

RaddisonBluwasaplacemeantfortherichand

influentialtohangout.shehasheardalotaboutthe

palatialservicestheyofferandhasalwayswished

toexperienceitherself.



"Itdidn'tfeelright"

"Whatdidn'tfeelright?Heonlyaskedyou

accompanyhimtoapartyandnotdatehim"

"Hemighthaveaswellmeantthat,AmakaIdon't

wantanythingasideworktodowiththatguy".

"YouknowIhavealwayswantedtovisitthatplace"

Amakapouted

"Sorry,butIwastheoneinvitednotyou"

"Ohsoyouwouldhavegonewithoutme?"

"Ofcoursenotdarling,youknowIcannevergoto

suchaplacewithoutyou"



JanesaidassheputherrighthandonAmaka's

shoulderobviouslytryingtopatronizeherandalso

gethertodropthetopicbecauseshereallywanted

toputtoday'smeetingbehindher.

"Stoptryingtopatronizemeit'snotworking"Amaka

saidtryinghardnottosmile

"Howaboutwegoseeamovie?It'sFridayafterall".

"Okayfine,butthebillisonyouthough"

"NoproblemmadamAmaka"

Itwas5:30pmalreadyandtheywerewalkingoutof

theofficebuilding.



ThroughoutthedayatworkallJanecouldthinkof

washermeetingwithJefferyearlierthatday.Whyit

keptcomingtohermind,shecouldn'tfigureout.

Soshehasbeentryingallherbesttopushhimout

ofhermindandifitmeanttakingherinquisitive

roommatetothecinematoavoidbeingasked

questionsabouttheirmeetingthenshewoulddoit.

TheytookacabtothecinemainIkejaCityMall,on

gettingtheretheyboughttheirticketstosee'Merry

Men'.

Themoviewasn'tshowinguntilthenexthour.So

Janesuggestedtheydoawindowshoppinginone

oftheboutiquesinthemall.

Therewasabeautifulreddressdisplayedona

manequin,Janelovedthedressbutsheknewshe

mightprobablyhavetobreakabanktobuyadress



insuchanexpensivelookingboutique.

"Itwilllookgreatonyou"someonesaidfrombehind.

Janeturnedtoseethesourceofthevoiceandit

wascertainlythelastpersonshehadexpectedto

see;Jeffery.

"HiJef...ferry..whatareyoudoinghere?"

Greatnowsheisstuttering.Whatisitwiththisguy

anyway?Justwhenshethoughtshewasmaking

progressingettinghimoutofhermind,heshows

up.

Couldhebefollowingher?Shethoughtagainstit,

maybeitwasjustacoincidence.Shedidn'tperceive

himasthemovietypesoprobablyhewasherefora

differentpurpose.



"I'mheretoseeamovie"

Hesaidthiswithacarefreevoice,putinghishands

inhispocketashewalkedclosertoher,Jane

caughtawhiffofhiscologne,hedidsmellniceand

helookednicetoo.

HewasputtingonablackjeanandagrayT-shirt,

hepaireditwithwhitesneakers.

Whysofine?Janethought,whydoeshehaveto

appearinfrontherlookinglikehejuststeppedout

ofmen'sfashionmagazine.Whileshewasstillin

theclothessheworetotheirmeetingearliertoday.

"Areyounotsupposedtobehavingapartyat

RaddisonBlu?"



Janesteppedbacktoputmoredistancebetween

them.Thecloserhegetstheclosersheistofalling

oftheedge.

"Ichangedmymind,Iwasinvitedtocometothe

partywithaplusone,sinceIdidn'thaveanyandthe

womanIaskedtobemyplusoneturnedmedown,I

feltitbestnottoattend."

Janewasn'treadytotaketheblameforruining

anyone'sevening.Inherdefenseshewasjusttold

aboutthispartyfewhoursago,besidessheisnot

thepartyingtype.Alsosheisalsonotonetomix

businesswithpleasure.Infactshehasalonglistof

reasonswhysheturneddownhisinvitation.

"Don'tmakeitsoundlikeI'mthereasonyoudidn't

attendyourparty,I'msurenoteveryonewould

attendthepartywithaplusone"



"Ididn'tsayyouwerethereasonformynot

attendingma'am"

"Butyoujustimpliedit"Janereplied

"NoIdidn't"

"Yesyoudid"

"I..."

"Hummmm"

Theybothturnedtoseethesourceofinterruption,

Amakastoodtypingonherphonepretendingnotto

belisteningtotheirconversation.Janehad

completelyforgottenabouther,nowJanehadjust

givenhermorethingstotauntherwith.



"MeetmyfriendAmaka,AmakameetJeffery"

"NicemeetingyouJeffery"Amakasaidasshe

extendedherhandforahandshake.

"Samehere"hesaidasheshookherhand.

"Ihaveheardsomuchaboutyou"

Amakasaidstillholdinghishand.Thismade

Jefferysmile,ifJanewastalkingtoherfriendabout

himthenthefeelingwasn'tonesidedlikehe

thoughtitwas.

"GoodthingsIhope?"

"Yesofcourse,I'mnotjustherfriend"Amaka



continued"I'malsoherroommateandcolleague,

infactI'mhershadow".

ThistimeJanewasalreadyfuming,howcanAmaka

throwcautiontothewindthemomentshesaw

Jeffery,whatwasitwiththisguyanyway?Justfew

secondsofmeetingherfriendandhehascharmed

her.

"That'snice"

"Areyouheretoseeamovie?Becauseweare

actuallyhereto...."

Cough...cough...

NowitwasJane'sturntodrawtheirattentionback

toher,iflookscouldkillthenher'swouldhavekilled

Amaka.



"I'msureJefferyishereforameetingorsomething,

let'snotkeepyouanyfurtherwebettergetgoing"

"ActuallyI'mheretoseeamovie,thoughIhaven't

decidedonwhichtoseeyet"

"Wonderful"Amakasaid,grinninglikeachild."You

canseesamemovieasus"

"Oh,thatwouldbenice,whatmovieareyou

seeing?"

Janecouldnotbelieveherears,Amakawasinviting

Jefferytowatchsamemoviewiththem.Shekept

shakingherheadtostopAmakafromgoingany

furtherinsteadshecontinued.

"Merrymen,it'sreallyinteresting".



"Amakayouhaven'tevenseenthemoviehowcan

youeventellit'sinteresting?JefferyI'msureyou

won'tlikeit,probablyyoushouldgoforanother

movie".

"Foryourinformation,Iwatchedthetrailer,soI

knowit'sinterestingandJefferyIthinkyoushould

watchit,trustmeyouwouldenjoyit".

"AlrightthenIwilltakeyouradviceandseethe

movie,letmegogetmyticket"

"Excellentdecision,wewilljustcomewithyouit's

almosttimeforthemovietostartanyway".

Okayit'sofficialherroommateisabetrayal,now

shehastodealbeingwithhiminsamespaceagain,

somuchfortryingtogethimoffhermind.



TothinksheactuallybroughtAmakatoseeamovie

soshecantakehermindoffhim.Shewas

definitelygoingtoavoidthesetwotillthenightwas

over.

TheywentwithJefferytogethisticket,allthese

whileAmakakeptchattering,bringingupdifferent

topicsandJefferyseemedgenuinelyinterested.

Whenitwastimetoseethemovie,Janedecidedto

sitatthebackandleavethosetwoalone.She

turnedandsawJefferysittingnexttoher.

"Youknowyoucansitsomewhereelseright?"

"Yeah,butIchoosetosithere"herepliedwitha

smileinhisvoice,theroomwasdarksoshe

couldn'tseehisface.



ThemoviebeganandJanecouldstillnot

concentrateonit.Shejustcouldn'ttakehermind

offthefactthatJeffreywassittingnexttoher.She

couldfeeltheheatcomingfromhim,whatwas

wrongwithher,whywashehavingsomucheffect

onher?

Sheneedstoguardherheart,shecan'tallowatotal

strangerjustcreepintoit.

Whenthemoviewasover,Janewashappyshe

couldfinallyescapeJeffery.

"Thatmoviewasinteresting,I'mreallygladItook

youradvicetowatchitAmaka"

"Iknewyouwouldlikeit"Amakawasclearlyhappy

withherself.



"YeahIsuredid,wouldyougirlsmindifIbuyyou

dinner?Therestaurantshereservegreatmeals".

Amakawasdelightedtohearthis,asidethe

popcornandsodashehadduringthemovie,she

hasn'thadsomethingelsetoeatandwasbeginning

togethungry.

"Thatwouldbenice,whatdoyousay,Jane?"

"Isayweshouldbeonourwaynow,itwasnice

seeingyouagainJeffery".

Janejustwantedthisnighttobeover,shedoesn't

knowwhyshejustwantstotakeoffandhideaway

fromJeffery.

"ComeonJaneamealwon'thurt"



"That'snotwhatImeant,it'sgettinglate,Ithinkit's

bestwebeonourway".

"OkayhowaboutIdropyougirlsoffafterdinner?".

"Please...."Amakabeggedmakingababyface,so

Janecanchangehermind.

Nowherfriendwasmakingherlooklikeabad

personifsherefused,what'supwithheranyway,

wasn'tshesupposedtobeonherside?Sheis

definitelygoingtohaveatalkwithherwhenthey

gothome.

"Okayifyouinsist"

Withthissaidtheyallwalkedintooneofthe

restaurantsinthemall.



Theytookatablebythewindow.Awaitercameand

tooktheirordersandjustthenJeffery'sphonerang

soheexcusedhimselfandwentouttotakethecall.

"Janeareyoualright?You'vebarelysaidaword

since".Amakaaskedastheywaitedforthewaiter

tobringtheirmeals.

"Ishouldbetheoneaskingyouthat,howcomeyou

endupcounteringeverythingIsay?"

"Youmeanyoutryingtopreventusfromhavinga

littlefun?Ionlyaskedtheguytojoinuswatcha

movieandallowedhimtobuyusdinner.Whereis

theharminthat?"

"OhsonowI'maspoilsport?"

"Ididn'tsaythat,allI'msayingisloosenupalittle



bit"

"Yeahright"Janescoffed.

Fewminuteslaterthewaitercamebackwiththeir

meals.Jefferyfinishedhiscallandjoinedthem.

Janeateinsilence.WhileAmakaandJeffery

chattedaboutdifferenttopics.Theytriedtobring

herintotheirconversationtonoavail.

Finallythenightwasoverandtheytookacabhome

becauseJanewouldn'tallowJefferydropthemoff.

ThenextmorningJefferywokeupwithonethingin

mindwhichistogetJanetolikehimandgoouton

adatewithhim.



It'sbeenalongtimehefeltthiswayaboutawoman.

Andhedoesn'tknowifheshouldembracethe

feelingorrunfromit.Sotheonlywaytodecidewas

togetJanetodatehim.

.

.

Loveisabouttostart....
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ThenextmorningJefferywokeupwithonethingin

mindwhichistogetJanetolikehimandgoouton

adatewithhim.

It'sbeenalongtimehefeltthiswayaboutawoman.



Andhedoesn'tknowifheshouldembracethe

feelingorrunfromit.Sotheonlywaytodecidewas

togetJanetodatehim.

Heoncehadabeautifulrelationshipwiththeloveof

hislifeorthat'swhathethoughtshewastohim

untilhefoundoutshewascheatingonhim.That

periodwasoneofthedarkestmomentsofhislife,

becausehereallylovedandwantedtomarryher.

Anytimeherememberstheincidence,it'salways

likeafreshwoundwasopenedup.

Hesnappedhimselfoutofitquicklyenoughbefore

itruinedhisbeautifulmorning.Hesaidawordof

prayertoGodandcommittedhisdayandplansto

getJanetohim.

Hemightnotbethechurchytypebuthedefinitely

nevertooktheplaceofGodinhislifeforgranted.



Hepulledonhisgymclothesanddecidedtohitthe

gym,helovedkeepingfitandexercisealways

helpedhimtoclearhishead.

Whenhegotthegymhedecidedtostartwiththe

punchingbag,heneededtoletoffsomesteam.He

neededsomethingtogethismindoffJane.Why

wouldn'tsheevenlookathim?Everytimehecame

closershejustwithdrawsfurtherintohershell.

Whenheaskedherlastnightafterthemovie,why

shewasavoidinghim,shedenieditbuthecould

senseshelikeshimtoo.Sowhywassheacting

indifferenttowardshim?Themorehethinksabout

ittheharderhepunchedthebag.

Thirtyminuteslaterhewassweatyfromhittingthe

punchingbagandhisknucklesweresore,he

decidedtosteponthetreadmill.Thenhesawhis

twofriendsDeleandMichealwiththeirarmsfolded,

staringathim.



''Guywhooffendedyouthatyoudecidedtotakeit

outonthepunchingbaglikethat?''Deleasked.

JefferyandDelegowaybacktotheirsecondary

schooldays,theyhavebeenfriendssincetheywere

intenthgrade.Theirfriendshipbroughttheirtwo

familiestogetherandwhenDele'sparentsdiedina

planecrash,Jeffery'sparent'stookhimandhis

youngersisterintostarttolivingwiththemsince

thentheyhavebecomefamily.

WhiletheybothmetMichealintheuniversityand

nowhewasmarriedtoDele'syoungersister.

Jefferysawthemmorelikefamilythanfriends.

''Howdoyoumean?''Jefferryaskedashetookoff

hisheadsetwhichwasblaringrathertooloudly.

''Wehavebeenstandinghere,closetofiveminutes



andwatchedtheintensityyoupunchedthebagwith,

that'ssomebuiltupshityouareventingoutonthe

bag''.

Michealtoldhimastheywalkedtothetreadmills.

Theyeachsteppedonatreadmillandstartedto

exercise.

''Areyouokayman?Youlooklikeyouhavegot

somethingonyourmind''.Deleasked.

''I'mfine''Jefferyrepliedasheincreasedthepaceof

histreadmill,hereallylikedthefactthattheylooked

outforhimbuthewasn'tabouttoletthemknowhe

washavingfeelingsforagirlhejustmetandto

makemattersworseshewasn'tlookinghisway

rathershekeepsavoidinghimlikehewasaplague.

Thereasonforthishecan'treallyfathomandhe

wasgoingtofindout.



''HowisAnita?''hedirectedtoMicheal,Anitahis

wifeispregnantwiththeirfirstchildandshehas

beensooverbearingsince.

Michealoncethreatenedtoleavethehouseand

returnaftershehadtoputbirth,shethreatenedto

declarehimmissingtothepressandthentelltheir

childhisfatherisdead.EversincethenMicheal

neverbroughtuptheissueagain,hehaslearnedto

livewithhisfate.

''Sheisfine,can'twaitforhertoputtobirthsoIcan

breathefreely''Michealrepliedashesteppedoutof

thetreadmilltopickupaweight.Hewasjoinedby

MichealandJeffery.

''DoyouknowshetoldmeIwasbreathingtoo

loudlylastnight,whilewewerewatchingamovie?"

DeleandJefferybothburstintolaughter.



''AndwhenItoldhersamegoesforhershestarted

cryingandtoldmehowinsensitiveIwasthatshe

wascarryingourbaby''.

''Yousefnortry,howcanyousaysuchtoa

pregnantwoman?''askedJeffery.

''Easyforyoutosay,youarenottheonewhois

beingtoldtocontrolhisbreathingortogoinsearch

ofburntpartyjollofriceinthemiddleofthenight''.

''Noway,tellmeshedidn'tmakeyoudothat''Dele

askedin-betweenlaughs.

''Ohyesshedid,shehasgoneasfarasgoingtoa

weddingshewasn'tinvitedto,justsoshecaneat

partyjollofrice.Theannoyingpartwasthatshe

mademegowithher''



DeleandJefferywerelaughinguncontrollably,they

bothknewtheirsisterhasalwaysbeenadrama

queenbutnottothisextent.

''Didyougowithher?''askedDele.

''DidIhaveachoice?OfcourseIdid.When

refreshmentswereserved,wewereservedjollof

rice,thenshesawamanwhosharedatablewithus

wasservedmoimoi,shecalledtheserverand

askedformoimoitooandwhenshewastoldmoi

moiwasfinished.Canyoubelieveshestarted

crying?''

''Noooo''Jefferysaidlaughingsohardhehadto

holdhisabdomen,Delefellofftheexercisebench

hewassittingon,stilllaughing.

''I'mgladyoubothfinditfunny,becauseitwasn't



formeasshewentfurthertoaskthemanifthey

couldexchangetheirmeals''.

''Pleasestopbeforeyoukilluswithlaughter''Dele

saidashestartedtoliftaweight.

''Don'tworrybro,thiswillbeoversoon''Jefferytold

him.

Jefferyhadsimilarexperiencewithhiseldersister

whenshewaspregnantwithJonathan.Shealways

demandedforhideousthings,Jefferyalwaysmade

suretoavoidherwhenevershehadhermood

swings.JustlikehehasbeenavoidingAnita.

Whentheyweredoneexercisingtheywalkedtothe

carparkwheretheypackedtheircars.

''Guyhowfarhopeyouarestillshowingupforthe



partytonight?''DeleaskedJeffery.

''uhm….aboutthat,IthinkIwouldhavetocancelI

havesomestufftoattendto''.Jefferyrepliesashe

openshiscartrunkandthrewhisgymbaginit.

''Again?Thisisthesecondtimeyouarecanceling''

Delesaidclearlyconcernedforhisfriendturned

brother.

''Yes,guyyouhavebeenactingquiteoff''Micheal

added.

''I'mfineguys,Ijusthavesomepersonalstuffto

attendtothat'sall''.

Hisfriendsdidn'tlooklikeconvincedbuttheydidn't

pursuetheissueanyfurther.



Theysteppedintotheircarsanddroveoff.Hehas

beenavoidingthepartiesbecausewheneverhe

attendedthem;girlsalwaystriedtoseducehimand

hecan'tseemtopicturehimselfwithanothergirl

asideJanerightnow.

AtmiddayJefferydecidedtovisithisparents,his

mumhadbeennagginglatelyofnotvisitingthem.

Heneededsomeinvestmentadvicefromhisfather.

Theoldmanwhowasoncethedeputygovernorof

Lagosstate,wasalsoasuccessfulbusinessmanin

histimeandstillis.Evenafterhisretirementhestill

haschainsofbusinesseshemanages.

Whenhegottohisparents'housetheircookMr

Akpanwassettingupthedinningtableforlunch.

''Smallogawelcome,it'sbeenawhileo''MrAkpan

saidsmiling.HehasbeentheircooksinceJeffery

wasateenagerandheismorelikeafamilytothem

thananemployee..Evenwhenhisfatherbecame



thedeputygovernor,MrAkpanwentwiththemto

thegovernmenthouse.

''GoodafternoonmrAkpan,howareyoudoing?''

''I'mfineosmalloga,wehavereallymissedyouo''.

''Ihavemissedyouguystoo,whereismumand

dad?''

''Theywillbedownsoon,onceI'mdonesettingthe

tableIwillgocallthem''.

''Alright,butdon'ttellthemI'maroundIwantto

surprisethem''

''Alrightsmalloga,letmegetanextraplateforyou

thenIwillgoandcallthem''.



Fewminuteslaterhisparentscamedownstairsand

weresurprisedtoseehimseatedatthedinning

table.

''lookwhowehavehere''hismothersaidwithso

muchjoy.

Sheisabeautifulfairskinned,plussizedwoman

withanaverageheight,hereyesarebrown,theonly

featureJeffreytookfromher.sheneverfailstotell

Jefferyhowshewassickthroughouthernine

monthsofpregnancyonlyforhimtocomeout

lookinglikehisfather.Thereisneveradullmoment

withher,sheisalwaysfuntobewith.

''Mybabyboyishome''sheexclaimedwithsomuch

gleeassheembracedhim.

''Comeonmumyouhavetostopcallingmethat''



''Ohcomeoffit,youarestillmybabynomatterhow

oldyouare''shesaidwavinghimoff.

''Welcomehomeson''hisfathersaidashegotoff

thestairsandgaveJefferyapatontheback.

''Thanksdad,youlookgreat!''heexclaimedasthey

tooktheirseatatthedinningtable.

''Thankstoyourmother,shehasbeentakinggood

careofme''

''OhsonowyouknowIhavebeentakinggoodcare

ofyou,butyouneverfailtotellmehowwellI'mnot

treatingyou''hismotherteasedhim.

''ThereyougoagainRonke,youknowIalwayspay

youcompliments,youjustdon'tlistentothem''.



''whenlastdidyoupaymeacompliment?''

''Justnow''

''Whatofbeforenow?''

Jefferyknewhehadtointervene,knowinghis

parentstheycancontinueforthenexthourandnot

stop.Hewasn'tabouttoallowthissumptiousmeal

beforehimgocold.

''Okayyouboth,weneedtoeatifyouguysarenot

hungryIam''hesaidwithateasingtone.

''Yeslet'seat,Ronkepleaseprayforthemeal''.

Jefferygrewupinareligioushome,hisparents



thoughthimallaboutGodandhowtobeagood

christianatapointhismotherwasconvincedhe

wasgoingtobecomeapastorbutallthatchanged

whenhegotintotheuniversity.

Hismotherneverstopsblamingherselfforallowing

himtoschoolintheU.S,shefeelstheevironment

hadsomethingtodowithhisnotbeingseriouswith

churchactivitiesanymorebutJefferyandhisfather

thoughtotherwise.

Whenhismumwasdonepraying,sheservedthe

mealwhichwasfreshfishpeppersoupandyam.

OneofJeffery'sfavourite.

''SoJefferywhathaveyoubeenuptolately?Iread

inthepapersyouareopeningyourEstateinAjah

soon."hisfathersaid.

''YesdadtheEstatewillbeopenedsoon''.



''Goodoneson''.

''Youtwoshouldstopalready,enoughofthe

businesstalk.Jefferywhenareyougoingto

introduceustoyourbetterhalf?''.Hismotherasked

him.

''Mom,notagainItoldyoualready,Iwillgetmarried

whenthetimeisright''.

Jefferywasn'thappywiththedirectionthe

conversationwastaking,thiswasthereasonhe

wasavoidingpayingavisittohisparents.

''Butyouknowyourmotherisright,youarenot

gettinganyyounger,youneedtosettledownand

startafamily''.



''Notyoutoodad,youusedtobeonmyside?''

''I'mnotonanyone'ssideI'mjustsayingitasitis''.

''WellasitisIhavetobeonmyway''.

Thisstatementmadehismotherlooksad,she

hasn'tseenhimforoveramonthnowhefinally

stopsoversheischasinghimawaywiththeissue

ofmarriage.

"I'msorry,pleasedon'tleavebecauseofwhatIsaid,

Ipromisenottobringitupagain''

Wellthat'swhatshesaysallthetimebutshe

usuallyendsupbringinguptheissueagain.

''Nomum,I'mnotleavingbecauseofthat,Ihavea



meetingtoattendinthirtyminutes,Ijustdecidedto

dropbyandseeyouboth''.

Actuallyhewashopingtocancelthatmeeting,but

nowhewouldratherattendameetingwithabunch

ofpeopleheclearlydoesn'tlikeratherthansit

throughseriesoflectureswithhisparentsonwhy

heshouldgogetmarried.

.

.

Behindeverysuccessfulmanthereshouldbea

goodwoman.

Hopeyou'refollowingthestoryup?
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Janewas'ntagreatfanofMondaysbutshealways

triedherbesttoenjoyit.Soshemadesuretoplan

herweektheweekendbefore,thishelpstokeepher

focusedandengernisednotjustonMondaysbut

throughouttheweek.

SheandAmakawereinthebrtbusontheirwayto

work,sheworeakneelenghtpensilskirtwithalittle

slitatthebackandabeautifulshiffonblousewhich

shetuckedintotheskirt.Thismadehercurvyfigure

moreprominent.Shematcheditwithapairofheel

pumpsandablackhandbag.Shemightnotberich

butshedoesknowhowtopickherdressesno

matterhowcheaptheywere.

''Babeyouarehottingo''Amakawhohasbeen

engrossedinherphonesincetheygotonthebus

said.



''whatdoyoumean?''

''Thatguyovertherecan'tstopstaringatyou,ever

sincewegotonthebushiseyeshasbeenonyou''.

JanelookedovertothedirectionAmakamentioned,

shesawtheguy,hesmiledather,shesmiledback

andlookedawayshedidn'twanthimthinkingshe

wasinterestedinhimbecauseshewasn't.several

timesshehadsmiledonheradmirersandtheytook

itasahintthatshewasintrestedinthemtoo.Andit

doesn'talwaysendwell.

''Heisnotbadlookingyouknow''

''SowhatamIsupposedtodowiththat?''

''I'mjustsayingifbytheendofthisridehe

approachesyou,whichIknowhewould,please



listentohim''

''seriously,youarerootingforaguyyoudon'tknow?

Youneverceasetoamazeme''

''I'mnotrootingforhim,justsayingyoushouldgive

guysachance''.

''Yesma''

''Ihaveneverseenyoutalktoguys,ifIdidn'tknow

betterIwouldthinkyouarealesbian''.

Thismadetheladysittingnexttothemtoturnand

lookatJanewithalookofhorror.Amakastartedto

laughandthelookonthelady'sfacechangedto

thatofconfusion.Greatnowtheladythinkssheis

trulyalesbian,wellthat'sherbusinessJane

thought.Whatwasshedoinglisteningtotheir



conversationanyway?

''Iamnotalesbianandyouknowit''.

''Iknow,juststopblockingofftheguys''.

Ifonlysheknewhalfofitprobablyshewouldn'tbe

sayingthis.Herpasthasbeensoscaredbythe

meninherlife,thatnowshedoesn'tevenconsider

herselfdatinganyoneeveragain.

Amakaisafreespiritedgirlwhoneverrunsout

guystodate.It'sasifshehasthemlinedupwaiting

totaketurns.Andmosttimestherelationships

barelyseethelightofdaybeforesheendsthings.

AttwentysixAmakafeelsshedoesn'thavetimeto

datefrogs.That'swhatshecallsanyguywho

doesn'tmeetherstandard.SometimesJanewishes

shecanbelikeher,notworryingoroverthinking

things,notscaredtotakeachanceatlife.



Theygottotheirbusstop,Theybothgotoffthebus

andwerewalkingtotheirofficebuildingwhichwas

ontheothersideoftheroadwhenJanefeltahand

onhershoulder.Sheturnedtoseeitwastheman

fromthebus.Shegavehimoneofthoseher'how

dareyoulook'.Shewasabouttosnapathimwhen

Amakapinnedhershutwithhereyes.

''SorrytobotheryoubutIcouldn'thelpbutnotice

you,permitmetosayyoulookbeautiful''

Atleasthedidn'tusetheusualyoulookfamilar

pickupline.HeworekhakitrousersandablueT-

shirt,hehadaschoolbagonhisrightshoulder.

Amakawasrighthedidlookgoodandseemed

overlyconfidentwiththewayhekeptlickinghislips

whilehespoketoher.Probablythatworksforhim

wheneverhewantedtoaskagirlout.Itactually

repulsedJanebutshejusthavetoplayalongand

findawaytogetridofhim.



''Thankyou''

''Youarewelcome,mynameisBen,I'manarchitect,

I'mmeetingwithaclienthere,mycarbrokedown

onmywaycomingthatwaswhyIdecidedtotakea

bus,ifnotIusuallydon'ttakecommercialbuses,

youknowthehasslethatcomeswithitisjusttoo

much,nooffensetothosewhouseitthough,I'm

verysureyoudon'tuseit;that'swhyyoulookso

immaculatelybeautiful.what'syourname?''

Somuchsaidjustinoneminute.Howshallowcan

youbetothinkpeoplewhotakecommercial

vechiclesaren'tbeautiful?EvenAmakawas

shakingherheadindisapproval.

''MynameisJaneandIhavetogetgoingandyesI

takethebuseveryday''.



Hewascompletelywashedwithembrassment.

''I'msorryIdidn'tmeanitlikethat,canIhaveyour

numberprobablywecanhavelunchwhenmy

meetingisover?''

Thisguymustreallythinkhimselfacharmer,ifhe

thinksshewouldgivehimhernumbertalkmoreof

havinglunchwithhimthenhemusthaveanother

thingcoming.

''Noyoucan't,butI'mverysuremybeautifulfriend

herewouldliketogiveyouhernumber''.

WiththatsaidJaneturnedandcrossedovertothe

othersideoftheroad,leavingAmakawiththeguy,

afterallshewastheonerootingforhimawhileago,

shecanaswelldumphercurrentboyfriendand

datehim.

kindlyhinovelsrepubliconWhatsApponplustwo



threefoureightzerofivefiveeighteightnineone

rightthreetogetaddedtothenovelsgroup

''Comethisgirl,youarenotseriouso,howcould

youleavemewiththatguy?''Amakasaidfrom

behindherastheysteppedintotheelevator.

''Yousaidhewasgoodlooking,soIthought

probablyyoumightbeinterestedinhim''.Shesaid

clearlypleasedwithheractions.

''ThatwasbeforeIknewhewasadumbass,can

youbelieveafteryouleftheactuallydidaskformy

number?SayingIwastheonehewantedtoaskout

atfirstandnotyou''

''Hahahahaha,theregoesyourmrgoodlooking''.

''HeisluckyI'minagoodmoodIwouldhaveshown

himhowItreathistype''.



''Ialwaystellyounottojudgeabookbyit'scover''

''YeahIknow,buthowcansomeguysjustbeso

fineandbrainless?''

''Fineboysnobrain''.Janesaidlaughing.

''Butthereissomeonewhoisfineandstillhas

brainsthough''.

''Whoisthat?''

''HisnamestartswithaJ.....''

''OkaybyeI'mnotlisteninganymore,seeyouatthe

closeofwork''.



''Keeprunning''.

Thedaywentonquitewell,Janeattendedmeetings

withVivianandtooknotesasusual.Vivianseemed

off,shehasn'tbeenherselfsincethestartof

business.WheneverherphonerangandJanewas

intheofficewithher,sherushesofftopickit

outsidewhichwassounlikeher.NotthatJane

wantedtolistentohercoversationsbutsomething

didn'tfeelquiteright.ShehasknownViviantoan

extenttoknowwhensomethingwaswrongwithher.

Itwasalreadyclosinghour,Janedecidedtogointo

Vivian'sofficeandletherknowshewasleaving.

Whensheopenedthedoor,Vivianwassittingon

thecouchinheroffice,shejumpedlikeachild

caughtdoingsomethingbad,shehadatroubled

lookonherface.

Somethingwasdefinitelywrong,Janethoughtand

sheneededtofindoutwhatitwas.



''OhJaneit'syou,youstartledme''.

''I'msorry,didn'tmeanto,iseverythingalright?''

''Yessure,whydoyouask?''

''It'sjustthatyouhaven'tbeenyourself,Iwas

wonderingifthereisanythingIcoulddotohelp?''

Viviandidhavesomethingbotheringher,something

shecan'tsharewithanyoneelseforthatmatter.A

secretshehaskeptalltheseyearshascomeback

tohunther.Liketheysaythetruthcannotbe

hiddenforever.Althoughthisisatruthshebasically

dugupherself.

''I'mok,thanksforaskinganyways''.



''Okayifyousayso,Iwouldliketobeonmywayis

theresomethingIcandoforyoubeforeIleave?''

''Comesitwithme,let'sgooverthecontractdetails

withOceanViews''shesaidpattingtheseatnextto

heronthecouch.Itwasobviousshewastryingto

hidewhateveritisthatwasbotheringher.

JanesatdownnexttoViviannotsurewhyshe

keepsbringingherintothiscontractthatshehas

beentryingherbesttopulloutfrom.WhenVivian

didn'tmentionanythingaboutittoday,shewas

delightedandwashopingVivianhadassigneditto

someoneelse.Clearlyshewaswrong.

''YouknowJefferyhastakenalikingtoyou,he

insistedyoubetheonetodiscussthecontract

detailswithhim''.



''What?''

''Yesandthat'swhyIwantyoutotakethiscontract

seriously,hereisthenewpaperworks,itcontains

allthechangesherequestedtobemade.Go

throughthemandgetyourselfacquaintedwithit

beforeyournextmeeting.''

''alrightIwill.''

''Alrightthenletmenotkeepyou,youmayclosefor

theday.''

''Seeyoutomorrow.''

ViviannoddedasshewatchedJaneleavetheoffice

andshewasleftalonewithherthoughts.Thinking

ofthewaystosolvetheissueathand.Thebest

solutionistotellthetruth.Butistellingthetruth



goingtohelpherinthissituation?

AmakawasnotdonewithworkyetsoJanewas

leavingwithouther.Shewaswalkingoutofthe

officebuildingwhencaughtaglimpseofJeffery

comingoutofhiscar.Janequicklyduckedbehinda

carthatwasparked,hopingJefferywouldgointo

thebuildingsoshecanquicklyrun.

"HelloJane,goodtoseeyouagain"

Bursted.

JaneraisedherheadtoseeJefferystandingin

frontofher.Howdidheevenseeher?

"HiJeffrey"

"Whatareyoudoingbehindacar,youarenothiding

frommenowareyou?"



Janegaveanervouslaugh

"Ofcoursenot,Iwaslookingformyearrings,they

felloff"

"Whatarethoseonyourears?"

Sheraisedherhandstoears.

"Ohyeah,thesearemyearrings,Ihavetogonow"

WiththatJanemadeabeelineforthegateandran

tothebusstation.Shehasembarrassedherself

enoughforoneday.

.

.

NoneedtothisJane,IthinkJaneshouldfollowher

heartorwhatdoyoupeoplethink?



Again,what'stroublingVivian?
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''Youknowmummeanswell,sheisjustlookingout

foryou''.

Erica,Jeffery'seldersisterinvitedhimoverfor

dinneratthenewduplexsheandherhusbandjust

bought.HerhusbandDesmondwasawayfora

businesstrip.Soitwasjustthetwoofthematthe

dinningtable.ThreeyearsoldJonathanwas

sleepingsoundlyinhisroom.Ericahadthebaby

monitorclosebyincasehewokeup.

TheirmotherhadtoldherabouttheSaturday



incidence.AndasusualEricawastryingherbestto

settletheissueandnotmakeitlookslikeshewas

takinganyone'sside.

''Ikeeptellingher,Iwillgetmarriedwhenthetimeis

right.Insteadshehaschosentomakeitatopicof

discussioneverytimeIvisit''.

''Ihavespokentoherandshepromisedtostop''.

''Andthatissupposedtomakemefeelbetter?You

knowyourmotherverywellshewillstillfindaway

tobringitup''.

''Shejustwantstoseeherbabyboygetmarried''.

''AndIwillgetmarried,let'sdropthesubject

already''.



Theyatetherestoftheirmealwithoutbringingup

themarriageissue.Hissisterfilledhiminonallhis

nephew'santics.Hereallyisgrowingfast,tothink

whenhewasbornhissisterwasworriedhewas

tootiny.Shehadcomplicationsduringher

pregnancysoshehadtodelieverJonathanonthe

seventhmonththroughceaserianprocedure.He

remembersvividlyhowshekeptaskingthedoctorif

hewouldbeabletogrowanddothingslikenormal

kids.Hedidlookreallytinyandfrail.Hehadweak

lungsandthatmadebreathingdifficultevenwhile

hewasintheincubator.

Theirmothertookituponherselftofastandpray

foroneweekuntilhisbreathingnormalised.Till

datethedoctorkeepssayingit'samiraclehowhe

canbreathenormally.

''CanyoubelieveJonathannowknowshowtotake

aselfiewithmyphone?''



''Youdon'tsay''

''Idosay,theotherdayIwalkedinonhimtakinga

piconmyphonehewasevenmicmikingmethe

wayIpoutwhentakingaselfie''.

''Hahahaha,youhavetowatchoutforthatyoung

man''.

''Heisahandful''.

Afterdinnerhestayedbacktohelpherwiththe

dishes,theyreminiscedonoldtimeswhenthey

werestillkids.

''DoyourememberwhenyoutoldmomandDadyou

wantedtobecomeamonk?''



''Hahahahaha.HowcanIforget,momalmostwent

mad''.

SixteenyearsoldJefferyoutofethusiasimof

readingabookonmonksandthebenefitsofbeing

oneranandtoldhisparentshewantedtobecomea

monk.Hismotherstartedwailingandkeptasking

himifshehadoffendedhiminanywaytodeserve

thisfromhim.

''ComewhatdidIdowrong,whohaveIoffendedlet

megoandapologise''.

''Momyouhavedonenothingwrong''

''Godhelpmeooo,myonlyson.Iamfinished''

Hisfatherontheotherhanddismisseditas

youthfulexuberancewhichitactuallywasbuthis



motherwasn'treadytoleaveanythingtochanceso

shemadesureeveryotherbookhereadoutside

academicbookswerechristianliteratures.

''Youalmostgaveheraheartattack''.

''Trustmeitwasn'tintentional,IactuallythoughtI

wantedtobeamonk''

Theybothburstintolaughter,becausehebecame

nothingclosetomonk.

"Whoisshe?"

"What?"

"Whatisthenameofthegirlthatismakingyour

heartracewheneveryouthinkofher?"



"Whatmakesyouthinkit'sagirl?Itcouldbe

somethingelse"

"Iknowyoutoowellremember?"

Thequestionactuallydidcatchhimoffguard,he

hastriedhisbesttokeepitawayfromhissisterbut

somehowshehasmanagedtofindout.Shedoes

knowhimtoowell.

"Doyouloveher?"

"Idon'tknow,it'shardtosaywhenyoubarelyknow

theperson"

"Thengettoknowherthenwhat'sholdingyou

back?"



"I'mjustbeingcarefulafterwhathappenedthelast

timeIfellinloveandbesidesI'mnotsuresheeven

wantsme".

"Youknowyoucan'tshutyourhearttolove

becauseofabadexperience?Notallladiesarelike

Patricia"

"Iknowthat"

"Andwhosayssheisnotinterestedinyou?That

meansyouarebecomingtogetrustybecausethe

JefferyIknowisacharmerwhocharmsthehearts

oftheladies"

"Hahahaha,amIsupposedtotakethatasa

compliment?"



"Whateverjusttelltheladyhowyoufeelabouther"

By9pmhedecidedtocallitanightandwenthome.

JefferywokeuptoacallfromDeleremindinghim

oftheirhangoutattheclublaterthatevening.Itwas

Fridayandtheyusuallymeetattheclubtwofridays

inamonthatanyclubtheychose,justtocatchup

andhavefun.

''Guyit's6amcouldn'tyouhavemadethiscall,

someothertime?''

Jefferyhadalatenight,afterhereturnedfromhis

sister'sapartmenthedecidedtofinishsomeoffice

workwhichhebroughthomeandbeforehewas

donewiththemitwasalready4am.Hewashoping

tosleepinalittletill7ambeforeDele'scallcamein.



''No,thisistheonlytimeIhavetodothis,Iwillbe

verybusythroughouttoday,andIdon'twantto

forget''.

''Sonowyouareusingyourowntospoilmineabi?''

''Don'tbesogrumpy,guyyouhavecancelledtwice

inarow,Idon'twantyougivinganyexcusetoday.

YouknowMichealcan'tcomebecauseofhis

pregnantwife.Ineedyouattheclubtonight.So

betterturnupbye''.

AfterDelehungup,Jefferytriedtogobacktosleep

buttonoavail.Finallyhedecidedtogetoutofbed

hewouldhavetolearntoputhisphoneonsilentto

avoiddisturbanceslikethis.Hehasbeengetting

verylittlehoursofsleepanditwasbeginingto

affecthimandhehasbeenfeelingfeverishforthe

pastfewdaystoo.



Hesaidawordofprayer,didsomepushupsand

steppedintohisjacuzzibathroomtohaveashower,

heturnedonthemusicplayer,oneofhisfavorite

songs'killingdem'byBurnaboywasplaying.

Hopefullythewaterwillhelptoenergisehimifnot

hewouldhavetomakecoffee.

Hegotoutofshowerfeelingalotbetternowonder

theysaid'waterislife'.Hewentintohiscloset.He

pickedoutajeanandapoloandmatcheditwitha

welltailoredjacketbyoneofhisfavouriteNigerian

designers'Yomicasual'.ItwasFridayandhefelt

likedressingcasualtowork,actuallyhedoesn't

haveanyseriousmeetingtodayasidetheonehe

haswithJanelateratnoon.

Hehasn'tbeenabletogetheroffhismindever

sincethelasttimetheysawattheparkinglotinher

office.Hewantedtoreachouttoherandseeifthey

couldhangoutbutthenhedecidedagainstit.He

wasn'tonetomixbusinesswithpleasure.Sohe



hasdecidedtoaskheroutoncehesignsallthe

paperworkinvolvedinthecontract.Hewasgoing

totakehissister'sadviceafterall.

Ashewasleavinghisapartment,hishousekeeper

Martherarrived.Sheusuallycomestocleanthe

housethreetimesaweek.

''Goodmorningmadammartha''

Hecallshermadambecausesheisoldenoughto

behismother.Whenhewassearchingfora

housekeeperandhisestateagentrecommended

her,herefusedatfirstbecausehecouldn'tget

himselftoemploysomeonehismother'sagetodo

hishousechores.Butsheapproachedhimandtold

himhousekeepingisallshehasdoneallherlife

andhowsheneededthemoneytotakecareofher

sickhusband.Heendedupgivingherthejoband

payingherhigherthanheintendedtopayanyhis

housekeeper.Andshehasbeengreatatdoingher



jobefficiently.

''GoodmorningmrJeffery,hopeyousleptwell?''

''Ican'treallysayIsleptwellbutit'sfine,when

doingyourcleanup,pleaseextendittomycloset,

it'samess''.

''Alrightnoproblembutyoudon'tlooktoowell,hope

youarefine?"

''YesI'mokay,Iintendtofinishfromtheofficeearly

soIcanrest.Haveaniceday''.

''YoutooMrJeffery''.

ThirtyminuteslaterJefferyarrivedhisoffice.



''GoodmorningMrJeffery''.

''GoodmorningSandra,whatismyscheduletoday

like,anychangesIshouldknowabout?''

Sandraishissecretaryandshehasbeenworking

withhimforthepasttwoyears.

''Yessir,skypemeetingwiththeHawaiiinvestors

hasbeenpushedtill12noonbecauseofthetime

differencetheysentanemailaskingifwecould

resechedulesoIpusheditto12noonandyour

meetingwithHighWatersInteriorshasbeenmoved

to2pm.Icalledtoletthemknowofthenewtime.''

''Thankyou,haveItoldyouhowcompitentyou

are?''

Jefferyalwaysmakessuretocommendhisstaffin



wordsandsometimesinrewardswhenevertheydid

somethinggood.Thishenoticedalwaysspurs

themtodobetter.

''Yousaythateveryday''.Shesaidblushing

''Becauseyouaretrulycompitent,sendmeanemail

ofthechanges''.

''Ijustdidthatnow''.

''SeewhatIsaid?ThanksSandra''.

Themeetingwithhisforeigninvestorswaslonger

thanitwassupposedtotake.SoJanehadtowait

forhimtofinishwhenshearrivedfortheirmeeting.

''MrJefferywillseeyounow''.



JanewalkedintoJeffery'sofficeandwhatshesaw

wasn'tsoappealing.
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JanewalkedintoJeffery'sofficeandwhatshesaw

wasn'tsoappealing.

Hewasreclinedinhischair,eyesclosed,

massaginghistemplewithbothhands.Helooked

reallystressedoutandexhausted.Hehadeyebags,

hashebeensleepingatall?Shedidn'tthinkso.

''Welldon'tjuststandthere,docomeinandlet's



startimmediately''

'I'msorry,it'sjustthatyoudon'tlooktoo….''

''Handsome?''

''No,that'snotit,Imeantyoudon'tlooktoowell''.

''ItakeitIstilllookhandsometoyouthen,canIstill

charmyou?''

Hewasreallytryinghardnottofallflatonhisface.

Shewasright,hewasn'tfeelingtoowell,buthe

wasn'tabouttoadmitthattoher.Hopefullythe

meetingwon'ttaketoolong,allhehastodoissign

thedocumentsandhewouldgohomeandrest.He

hasreallybeengettingshorthoursofsleepthese

daysanditwasbeginningtoaffecthim.



''Youaresureyouareokay?"

''YesIamfine,nowlet'sgetdowntobusiness.''

Hewasonthefinalpageofthedocumentsand

everythingseemedtobegoingwelluntilhewanted

tosignthedocuments.Hepickeduphispenbutit

seemedtooheavytohold.Sohedecidedtouse

anotherpenandthattoowasheavy.

''Janedoyoumindpassingmeyourpen?''

''Sure''

Shetookoutherpenfromherhandbagandhanded

ittohim.Hetriedtotakeitfromherbuthewas

missingherhand.Atfirstshetaughthewasplaying

somesortofgamewithher,histhirdattemptto

takethepenandhewasstillmissingherhand.



Thensheknewsomethingwaswrong,Washe

havingissueswithhissight?

Thenheslumpedandfelloffhischair.Janequickly

stoodupfromherchairandrantohisside,hisface

wassopaleandhisskintemperaturewasburning

high,shehadtoscreamforhelp.

Hissecretaryandsomeofhisstaffrushedintohis

office.Atthesightoftheirbossonthefloorthey

panicked.

''Whathappened?''oneofthestaffwholookedmore

maturedandcalmerthantheothersasked.

''Idon'tknowhejustslumped''.

''Someonecallanambulance''



Sandraquicklyrushedofftocallanambulance.

Janetriedtoseeifhewasstillconscious,soshe

kneltclosetohisearandwhisperedhisname.

''MrJefferycanyouhearme?''

Inresponseheheldherhand,thiscalmedJaneat

leasthewasn'ttotallyunconscious.

FewminuteslaterSandrarushedbackintothe

office.

''Theambulanceishere''sheannounced.

Theparamedicstroopedintotheofficetocarryhim

intotheambulance.Janetriedremovingherhand

fromhisgraspbutheheldoneventighter.Oneof

theparamedicsnoticedthisandaskedhertocome

withhimtothehospital.



''It'sobvioushewantsyoutocomewithhim''.

Janesatbesidehimintheambulance,watchingthe

paramedicstakehisvitals.Shefeltsoscaredand

confused.Whatifhedies,wouldshebeblamedfor

hisdeath?After-allshewasthelastpersontobe

seenwithhim.Shecan'tevenbringherselftothink

ofhimdying.Shehascometoreallylikehimalot;if

shewouldbehonestwithherselfshewasfallingfor

himalready.Tearsstartedtorundownhereyes,if

onlyshehadhersisterherewithherthenshewould

havetoldherwhattodo.Hereldersisteralways

hasthetendencyofremainingcalminthefaceof

storm.UnlikeJanewhoalwayscriedwhenevershe

wasconfrontedwithdifficultsituations.

Shedecidedtodowhathersisteralwaystaughther

todo.Sheprayed.



Hisparentsarrivedhospitalthemomenttheywere

toldwhathappenedtotheirson.Whenhismother

sawJaneafterspeakingwiththedoctorsshe

bombardedherwithquestions.

"Theysayyouwerewithhiminhisofficewhenhe

fainted?"

"Yesma"

"Didhecomplainofanything,likeheadacheor

something?"

Janecouldsensefearinthewoman'svoice,soshe

triedherbesttoanswerallherquestionsevenifit's

thesamequestionsthedoctorsaskedherwhen

theyfirstarrivedthehospital.

"Nomahedidn't,thoughInoticedhewaslooking



stressedbutheassuredmehewasfinewhenI

pointeditout".

"Areyousure?"

"Yesma"

"Whatof..."

"Ronkethat'senoughquestionalready,youare

scaringher.Thedoctorswillbeoutsoontoletus

knowwhatiswrongwithourson".

Hismotherresumedpacingthehallwaysilently

prayingforherson.Hisfatherjustremainedcalm

whilehesatononeofthechairsinthehallway

lookingatnothinginparticular.



ThirtyminuteslaterthedoctorcameoutJeffery's

wardwithagloomylookonhisface.

''I'mafraidwehavebadnews''.

Jeffery'sparentsstoodfixatedtothespotboth

sayingnothingjustlookingatthedoctor.Tears

steadilystreamingdownhismother'seyes.His

father'seyeswerered,obviouslyfromfightingback

hisowntears.

Whatcouldthebadnewsbe,whatterriblethinghas

happenedtotheirson?

''MrAdemola,areyouwithme?''

''Yesofcourse,whatwasityouweresaying?''



''Pleasecomewithmetomyoffice''.

MrAdemolaleadhisshakenwifetothedoctor's

office,hetriedtoassurehereverythingwillbefine.

Hisassurancedidnothingtopacifyher;insteadshe

onlycriedthemore.Hecouldn'tblameher;he

doesn'tevenbelieveeverythingwillbefinehimself.

Whatiftheirsonwasdead?

Janecouldn'thelpbutwonderwhatthebadnews

was.Whydidn'tthedoctorjustsayitinher

presence?Howlongwouldshehavetowait?The

moreshewaited,themoreagitatedshebecame.

NurseskeptgoinginandoutofJeffery'swardnone

sayingaword,theyallworeagrimlook.

Shetriedaskingoneofthemwhatwaswrongwith

himandshewouldn'tsayanything;insteadshejust

gaveJaneaweaksmileandwalkedpasther.



Shewouldhavetowaitforhisparentstocomeout

ofthedoctor'sofficebeforeshecanknowwhathas

happenedtoJeffery.

Shetooktopacingthehallwayherself,hopingitwill

helptocalmhertroublednerves.Herphonerang

andshepicked;itwasVivian.

Janehadcalledtoinformherthesituationofthings

ontheirwaytothehospital.

''Janeanynews,howishe?''

''Ireallydon'tknowVivian,thedoctoristalkingto

hisparentsrightnow,hopefullywhentheycome

outIwillknowthesituationofthings''.

''Sosorrydear,Ireallyhatethatyouhadtobeputin

thissituation''



''It'sokVivian,nonethiswasyourfault''

Therewasapause.

''Maybeyoushouldgohomeandrestyoureally

soundtired''

Indeedshewastired;herbackachesreallybadly

fromsittinginonepositionforlongandshecould

reallydowithabathandachangeofclothes.

''Iwillgohome,butfirstIneedtoknowthesituation

ofthingshere''

''Alrightdear,doletmeknowofanynew

developmentokay?''



''Alright,thanksVivian''

Jeffery'smothersatinthedoctor'sofficelookingat

himbutnothearingasinglewordofwhathewas

saying.Shesatthererememberinghowshesatina

similarofficethirtyoneyearsagowithherhusband

awaitingtheresultofthetestthatwascarriedout

onher.Shehadbeenfeelingsickandconstantly

throwingup;soAdamssuggestedtheygoseethe

doctor.Sheremembersthedoctorsittingonhis

chairwithawidesmileonhisface.

''CongratulationsMrandMrsAdemola,youare

4weekspregnant''

Theirjoyknewnobounds,afterhavingtheirfirst

childEricathreeyearsago,theyoungcoupleswere

gladtowelcomeanotherchildintothefamily.Nine

monthslatershegavebirthtoJeffery.She

remembersherhusbandembracingherandfilling

herfacewithkisses.



''Thankyouforbirthingmeason''hesaidwitha

broadsmileonhisfaceashelookedadorablyatthe

tinybundleofjoyinhiscrib.

Thecontrastnowisnoonewassmiling,the

doctor'sfaceheldnoemotion;itwasasifhewas

tryinghardtohidehisemotions.Hewasflipping

throughthefilesbeforehimasiftryingtofinda

betterwaytobreakthenewstothem.

''Doctorpleasegostraighttothepointwhatis

wrongwithourson?''Hisfatherasked.

''Wellwiththeseriesoftestconductedonhim,it

showsthathehascerebralmalaria''

''Howcanhehavecerebralmalaria?Cerebral

malariaisnotsomethingyoujustgoabouthaving

likethat''



Hisfatherwastryingtowrapthisinformation

aroundhishead,theirsonlivesinoneofthebest

housesinthesuburbpartoftheislandinLagosand

itiswellprotectedagainstmosquitoes.Howcome

henowhascerebralmalaria?

''Wellcerebralmalariaisasevereillnesscausedby

complicationofinfectionbythemalariaparasite''

Thisinformationpanickedhismotherallthemore;

shehasheardandseenpeoplediefromhaving

cerebralmalaria.Whatifhersonendsupbeingone

ofthem??

''Buthewasfineuntilrecently,howdidthis

happen?''

''Wellsometimessomeparasitescanremain

dormantintheliverforseveralmonthsafterone



hasbeeninfectedbeforemanifesting.''

''Willhebealright,doweneedtoflyhimoutofthe

country?''

''Therewillbenoneedforthat,wehaveeverything

undercontrol,goodnewsisthathisorgansarestill

ingoodshapesowecanstillfightit''

''ThankGod,canweseehim?''

''Wellyoucan,butthethingis..?''

''Thethingiswhatdoctor?''

Hismotherwasbeginningtodislikethedoctor's

approachofdroppingtheinformationbitbybit;he

shouldtellthemeverythingsotheymightaswell



knowwhattheyareupagainst.

''Pleasecalmdownmadam''

''Ronkecalmdown,oursonwebefine,putyour

mindatease''

Herhusbandknewshewasbeginningtoloseher

patiencewiththedoctor;heisheronlysonafterall

sohecouldn'tblameher.

''Thethingis,heisincoma''

''Heisinwhat?''

''Willhewakeupanytimesoon?''

''Wellitalldepends,somepatientscomeoutof



comaafterafewhourswhileotherstakeabit

longer''

Therewassilenceintheroomnoonewassaying

anything,bothparentswereprocessingwhatthe

doctorjusttoldthem.

Theyfollowedthedoctorintotheirson'sprivate

ward,wherehelayonthehospitalbed,therewasan

oxygenmachinefixedtohelphimbreath.Different

electrodeswereattachedtohisscalpwhich

recordedhisbrain'selectricalimpulses.Thedoctor

checkedhispulseanddecidedtoleavehisparents

tohaveamomentwiththeirson.

''Doyouthinkhewillbefine?''hismotherasked,

lookingtoherhusbandforreassurance.

Heputhisrighthandonhershouldersandgaveita

tinysqueeze.



''Hewillbefine,heisafighterremember?''

''Ihaveheardofhowpeopledon'twakeupfrom….''

''shh….Ronkedon'tsaysuchnegativethings,be

positiveremember?''

''I'mtrying,Ijustdon'tknowhowwegothere,what

ifsomethinghappenstohim?''

''Nothingwillhappentohim,excepthewillwakeup

andrecoverfromthis''

Shesaidnothinginreplyonlynoddedandplaced

herheadonherhusband'sshouldersandletthe

tearsshehasbeenholdingsinceonseeingherson

insuchconditionfallfreelydownhercheeks.



.

.

Let'sprayforJeff,heneedsourprayers.

GetwellsoonJeffery.
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It'sbeen2daysandJefferyhasnotshownanysign

ofimprovement;hewasstillincoma.

Janefoundherselfthinkingmoreabouthimdaily.

Shedecidedtoconstantlyprayforhim.

''Janeyouhavetostopworryinghewillbefine''



Theyjustgotbackfromchurchserviceand

throughouttheserviceallJanecouldthinkabout

wasJeffery.Shetriedherbesttoconcentrateon

whatthepastorwaspreaching;sheheardsome

andotherswerenotheard.

''Iknow,it'sjustthateversincehewashospitalised;

heisallIthinkabout.Whatifhedoesn'tcomeout

ofcoma,whatifhedies?''

''Godforbids,stopsayingsuchthingJane''

''Sorry''

TruthbetoldAmakahasthoughtaboutthisherself,

butshecan'ttellJanethat.Shereallyprayshe

comesoutofcoma.Shemightnothaveknownhim

much;butshedoesknowheisagoodguywho

deservesachancetolive.



''Howaboutwegovisithiminthehospital?''

''Idon'tthinkwewillbeallowedtoseehim,only

familymembersareallowedtovisit''

''Rememberyousaidhismommetyouatthe

hospital?I'msureshewouldallowyouseehim

evenifit'sjustforfewminutes''

''Ireallydon'tthinkso''

''Let'sjusttryfirst''

Thirtyminuteslatertheywhereinthehospital

whereJefferywasadmited.Itwasabigprivate

hospitalinVictoriaIsland;mosttimeswhena

patient'scaseisbecomingtoodifficulttohandle

theyflyhim/hertooneoftheirsisterhospitalsin



Hawaii.JaneishopingJeffery'scasewillnotbe

oneofthosecases.

Whentheygottothereception,Janewalkeduptoa

nursewhowasatthereceptiondesk.

''Goodafternoonma,weareheretoseeapatient''

''Nameofpatient?''

''JefferyAdemola''

''MayIknowyourrelationshipwitnthepatient?''

''Actuallyweare…''

''Jane,youcame''



JaneturnedtoseeMrsAdemolaJeffery'smom

walkingtowardsthem.Theyhadspokenforafew

minuteswhenshewastoldJanewaswithherson

whenhecollaspedandshehadtakenalikingtothe

younglady.Especiallythewayshekepttellingher

nottoworrythathersonwillbefine.

''Yesma,goodafternoonma.

''Goodafternoonmydear,howareyou?''

''I'mfinethankyou,Iandmyroommatedecidedto

comeseeJeffery''

''Goodafternoonma''Amakagreeted.

''Howareyoumydear?YouladiesarewelcomeI

couldactuallyusesomecompany,comeletme



showyoutohisward.''

JanecouldseeMrsAdemolawastryingherbestto

bestrong.Shehasagedsosignificantlywithin

thesefewdays.Shehadeyebagsunderneathher

eye;signsoflackofsleep.

WhentheygottoJeffery'sprivateward,Janehadto

holdherselffromcrying.Shecouldn'tbelieveit's

samepersonwhowasfulloflifedaysagothat'sfor

life.

''Thedoctorsaidhopefullyhewouldcomeoutof

comasoon,hisbrainactivityshowsheis

determinedtosurvive''

''Hewilldefinitelycomeoutofthisma''

''YouknowtherewasatimewhenallIwantedwas



forhimtogetmarried;butrightnowallIwantisfor

himtowakeup''

Janereallywantedtohugthewomanandassure

hereverythingwillbefine.

''Hewillsurelywakeupfromthis''

ThistimeitwasAmakawhospoke

''Iwasgoingdowntothecafeterriatogetsome

coffeewhenyoucamein;pleasejoinme''

Thirtyminuteslateratthecafeteriatheyhavehada

cupofcoffeeeachandevenconvincedMrs

Ademolatoeatsomething.AmakaandJanehave

beencrackingthewomanupwiththeirjokesand

funnystories.Foramomentshehadforgotten

abouthertroubles.



''Yougirlsaretwopeasinpod,Ican'tbelieveyou

bothexperiencedsuchthings''

''MomIhavebeenlookingallovertheplaceforyou''

TheyturnedtoseeErica,Jeffery'seldersister

walkingtowardstheirtable.Sheisabeautifullady

inherearlythirties,shehadacloseresemblaneto

hermom.Shewascarryingalittleboywholooked

likehewouldratherbesomewhereelsebuthis

mother'sarms.

''SorrymydarlingIdecidedtocomegetsomething

toeatlikeyouadviced''

''I'mgladyoudid,whereisDad?''

''Ifinallyconvincedhimtogohomeandtakea

shower,thatmanwasbeginingtostink''



''Mom...?''

Theyallburstintolaughter,shewasgladtoseeher

mothersmileagainevenifitwasforashortperiod.

MrsAdemolaintroducedJaneandAmakatoher

daughterandgrandson.

ByeveningJaneandAmakadecidedtoleaveso

theycouldgoprepareforworkthenextday.

''Thankyousomuchforcoming,pleaseIwouldlove

tohaveyouvisitmeagainifyoudon'tmind?''

''Notaproblemma;wewouldalwaysstopbyto

checkonyou''Janesaid.

Astheywereaboutleavinganurserushedintocall

MrsAdemola.



''Thedoctorwantstoseeyou,yoursonhascome

outofcoma,pleasecomewithme"

Theyallwentwiththenurse,whentheygotto

Jeffery'sprivateward,thedoctorandsomenurses

wereattendingtohimsotheyhadtowaitoutside.

Thirtyminuteslaterthedoctorcameoutoftheward.

''I'msorryMrsAdemolahehadarelapse''

''Whatdoesthatevenmean?Youjusttoldus

yourselfthathewasoutofcoma?''

MrsAdemolawasbecomingagitated,awhileago

oneofthenursesrushedintoinformthematthe

cafeteriathatJefferywasoutofcoma.Andnowthe

doctorissayinghehadarelaspe.Aretheytryingto



toilwithheremotions?

''Momyouneedtocalmdown,letthedoctorfinish''

"Ma'am,whatImeanis;hecameoutofcomaonly

forafewminutesandthenwentbacktocoma,but

hisvitalsareshowingsignsofimprovement

meaninghewillbeoutofitsoon''

MrsAdemolasaidnothinginreturn,sheonly

noddedherheadandsatdownonthechairbesides

Jeffery'shospitalbed.

ItbreakstheheartofherdaughterEricatoseetheir

motherlikethat.Ifonlytherewassomethingshe

coulddotowakeJefferyupsotheycouldputthese

pastfewdaysbehindthemalready.

''Thankyoudoctor''



''Youarewelcome,Iwillbeinmyoffice''

Theyallstoodsilent,fourofthemstoodstaringat

Jefferyasiftryingtomagicallywakehimup.

.

.

JanedecidedtogoseeJefferyatthehospital,it

wasalreadyoneweekafterhewokeupandwent

backintocoma.Shemadeitapointofdutyto

alwaysdropbythehospitaleveryeveningonher

waybackfromwork.HerselfandJeffery'smother

havebecomefriendssinceherselfandAmaka

visitedher.SincethenshealwaysrequestsJane

comekeephercompanyinthehospital.

WhenJanegottothehospitalshemetJeffery's

sisterEricaattheenterance.



''HelloJane,howareyoudoing?''

''I'mfineandhowareyou?''

''I'mokay,mymothertoldmeofhowyouhavebeen

comingtokeephercompany,thanksalot''

''Youarewelcome,areyouleaving?''

''YesIneedtorunsomeerrandsbutIwillbeback

soon,mymomisinside''

JanewalkedintoJeffery'sprivatewardandsawhis

mothersittedbyhisbedsidecompletelystaringinto

space.Shehasreallyagedmorethesepastweek.

Andsohashisfather,thelasttimeJanesawhim

shecouldtellhewasreallytryinghardtobestrong

forhisfamily.



''Janemydarlingyouareherealreadycomesitwith

me''

''Goodafternoonma''

''Goodafternoonmydarling,howhasyourday

been?''

''Finema,anyimprovementyet?''

''No,stillsame''

Theybothsatdownnonesayinganything,each

withtheirownthoughts.

''SotellmeJanewheredoyourparent'slive?Ihave

neverheardyoutalkaboutthem,youonlytalk

aboutyoureldersister''



Janekeptquiet,sherarelytalkedaboutherparents

becausetalkingaboutthemalwaysmadehercry.

''Janeareyouokay?''

''YesI'mfine''

''I'msorryifIstruckanerve,Ijust...''

''Noit'sfineyoudon'thavetoapologise,myparents

aredead''

''I'msorrydear,whathappenedtothem?''

''Theydiedinaghastlymotoraccidentthreeyears

ago''



''Sosorrymydarling,Ineverknew''

''It'sfinema''

''Doyouneedahug?''

''Iwouldreallylovethatma''

Jeffery'smotherembracedherinatighthug,fora

momentJanefeltatpeace.Whenhermotherwas

aliveshealwaysgaveJaneahugwhenshewas

goingthroughdifficulttimes.Shereallymissesher

mother'shug,sowhenJeffery'smotherofferedher

ahug,shecouldn'trefuseit.

''Thanksyouma,Ireallyneededthat''

''Youarewelcomemydarling,it'stheleastIcould



do''

Thewoman'sheartwentouttoJane,sheknows

whatisliketoloseone'sparents.shelosther's

whenshewasinsecondaryschool.

Itwasn'teasygrowingupwithoutherparents.She

rememberedallthethingsshesufferedinthe

handsofherwickeduncleswhohijackedallofher

father'sproperties,claimingshewasafemaleand

didn'thaveanyrighttolayclaimstoherfather's

properties.Shewasanonlychildofherparentsand

herfather'sfamilydidn'tvaluethegirlchild.

Ifnotforhermother'srelativeswhotookherinand

trainedher,maybeshewouldn'thavefinishedher

secondaryeducationtalkmoreofearningadegree.

ShemadeuphermindtohelpJaneinanywayshe

could.

"Mydear,youmindstayingwithJefferywhileIgo



usetherestroom?"

Shewasn'tbecomingabitemotionalsosheneeded

sometimealone

"Noproblemma"

Whensheleft,Janetookherchaircloserto

Jeffery'sbed.Hestilllookedhandsomeevenin

coma.Janethoughtshesawhimblinkbutwhen

shelookedcloserhiseyelidswereperfectlyclosed.

"Hey,Idon'tknowifyoucanhearme,butI'mgoing

totalkanyway;it'sbeenalmosttwoweeksnow,you

havetowakeup,Ineedyoutofight,pleasedon't

giveup,yourlovedonesneedyou,weallneedyou,I

knowitmightsoundweirdbutIneedyoutowake

up.Ipromisenottoavoidyou,Ipromisetogrant

anythingyouaskofme,thoughithastobewithin

mypower"



Shereallydoesn'tknowwhatsheisdoing,shejust

wantshimtowakeup,seeinglyingonunconscious

breaksheart.

"Willyougooutonadatewithmethen?"

JanepausedandturnedtoseeJefferylyingawake

onthehospitalbed,withaweaksmileonhisface.

"OhmyGod,JeffyouareawakeIneedtocallthe

doctor"

JanequicklypressedtheBellonthewallwhichthey

useincallingthedoctorornursesintheward.

"Jeff?HmmmIlikeit"



TobehonestJanedidn'tknowwhyshecalledhim

JeffinsteadofJeffery.Shereallydidn'tcareatthis

pointallthatmattersisthatheisoutofcoma.

"I'mgladyoustillhaveyoursenseofhumor,letme

gogetyourmom"

FewhourslaterJeffery'swardwasfilledwithhis

familymembers,thedoctorhadexaminedhimand

hesaidhewastoremaininthehospitalwhilethey

runmoretestsonhim,finishhistreatment.

Hismothersatdownbyhisbedsideholdinghis

righthand,shewasafraidhemightgobackto

comalikehedidthelasttime.Soshedecidedto

keepaclosewatchonhim.

"MomI'mokay,youdon'thavetokeepsqueezing

myhands"



Hesaidsmilingather.Hisfatherstoodbyhiswife

observingJefferytoo.Itwasasiftheywereall

keepingaclosewatchonhimtopreventhimfrom

goingintocomaagain.

HisfriendsDeleandMichaelwereatthehospital

too,eversincehewasincoma,theyhavebeen

comingtoseehim.

"Guycomeyoumakeusfearoo"Delesaidto

Jeffery

"Itellyou,Ican'trememberthelasttimeIwentto

churchbutwhenIsawyouincomaIhadtofast

andpray"Michaelsaid

Thismadethemallburstintolaughter.

Oneofthenursescameintohiswardandtoldthem



theyhadtoleavesoJefferycanrest.

"CanJanestaywithmealittlebit?"

Hisrequestmadeeveryoneturntolookathim.His

motherhasbeenplanningonawaytomatchmake

bothofthem,butasitisshemightnotneedtodo

thatanymore.

Jefferywantedtospendmoretimewithheralone,

shewasthelastpersonhethoughtofbeforegoing

intocomaandthefirstwhenhewokeup.But

seeinghisfamilyandfriendsalllookingathim

inquisitively,hefeltlikeateenager,soquickly

switched.

"Ineedtoaskherafewquestionssinceshewas

thepersonwithmebeforeIwentintocoma"



"MrJeffery,youneedtorest"

"Iknow,Ipromiseshewillbehereforashortwhile"

"Alright,Iwillbebackin15minutes"

Thenurseandeveryotherpersonlefttheroom

includinghismomwhowinkedathimbefore

leaving.

JefferyturnedtoJanewhokeptlookingatevery

otherthingintheroombuthisface.

"Pleaselookatme"

Inresponseshelookeddownwards,staringather

shoes.



"Janelookatmeplease"

"Ireallydon'tunderstandwhyyouaskedmetostay

behindMrJeffery"

"Arewebacktothatnow,whathappenedtoJeff?"

"I.....Uhmm...Thatwasamistake"

"Thenmakethemistakeagain,Ilovethatparticular

mistake"
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"Hello"

"Hibeautiful"

"Aren'tyousupposedtoberesting,whyareyouon

thephone?"

Jefferywasdischargedfromthehospitalfourdays

afterhecameoutofcoma,thatwasbecausehe

bulliedthedoctorintoallowinghimtogohomewith

thepromisethathewouldbeonbedrestfortwo

weeksandanursewillkeepwatchonhimeight

hoursdaily,aweekispastalready.

"Thisismywayofresting,talkingtoyouissoothing

"

"Youneedtorest,rememberyourdoctor's

prescriptionofadequatesleepandrest"



"Andyouhoneypiearemyprescription"

"Hmm,smooth"

"Tellmeyoudon'tlikethataboutme?"

"Nowyouarefeelingyourself,Ihaveworktodo,so

bye"

"Justbeforeyougo,wouldyoubestoppingover

afterwork?"

"I'mnotsure"

HehasbeentryingtogetJanetovisithimever

sincehegotdischargedfromthehospitalandshe

keepsdecliningeverytime.



"Please....Icanhavemydrivertocomepickyouup

soyoudon'thavetostressyourself,Ineedtosee

you"

"AlrightI'llstopbyforawhile"

"Youjustmademyday,whattimewouldyoulike

mydrivertocomepickyouup?"

"NoneedIwillfindmyway,noargumentneeded

bye"

HerrelationshipwithJefferyhasbeenblossoming

sincehecameoutofcoma,iftheywerenottexting

eachother,theyweretalkingonthephone,it'sa

wonderhowJanehasbeenabletogetworkdonein

theofficethispastweek.Vivianhasbeendistracted

thesepastdays,soshedoesn'tevenseemtonotice

muchofJane'sactivities.Shehasbeendeeply



absorbedinwhateverwasbotheringher.

JanewasbeginningtogetusedtotalkingtoJeffery

allthetimeandshedidn'twantthattohappen.

Jefferyhasbeendotingonherthispastweek.

Throughoutlastweekshealwayscametoworkto

seeagiftortwowaitingonherdesk.Shehadto

beghimtostop.Janedidn'twantViviantoknow

shewasgettingclosetoJeffery,thatmightgether

introublewithVivianandshedidn'twantthat.

Itwastimeforlunch,shedecidedtogointoVivian's

officeandaskwhatshewouldbehavingforlunch.

"I'mnothungry,don'tworryaboutmeyoucango

getsomethingforyourself"

"Notevenjuiceorasnack?"



"No,I'mfinethanksforaskingandpleaseholdmy

callsforthenexthourafterlunch"

"Alright"

FewminuteslaterJanewasinAmaka'soffice

waitingforhertoroundupwithwhatshewasdoing

sotheycouldgoforlunchtogether.

"Someoneisglowing"Amakasaidasshetyped

awayinherdesktop

"Thisisyousnoopingforgist,Iwillpass"

"Evenifit'sjustalittle?"

"No,Ionlycametogetyousowecangoforlunch"



"HmmbutrememberIusedtogiveyouupdate

whenyoudyingofsuspense"

"Blackmailwillgetyounowhere,let'sgoalready"

Amakaisinthesocialmediadepartmentofthe

company,soshealwayshasaccesstonewsfirst-

hand.AndshekeptupdatingJaneonallthenews

concerningJefferyonsocialmediawhenhewent

intocoma.

Janewasalwaysworriedabouthimandshedidn't

knowwhathisconditionwas,thatwasbeforethey

becamefriendswithhismotherandcouldalways

visithiminthehospital.

"IthinkthereissomethingbotheringVivian,shehas

notbeenherselflately"



"Yousaidthissomeweeksback,haveyoubeen

abletofindoutwhat'sbotheringher?"

"No,shekeepssayingnothingiswrong"

"Thennothingiswrong"

"Iknowsomethingiswrong,Icanfeelit"

"Whydon'twetalkaboutyourfeelingsforJeffery?"

"AmakaIhavetoldyouseverally,Idon'thaveany

feelingsforhim,heisjustafriend"

"Oh,Ididn'tknow'justfriends'nowsendroseswith

romanticnotesonthemordo'justfriends'sendyou

boxesofyourbestchocolatesandcookiesevery

morning?"



"Yestheydo,nowpleaseeatyourfood"

"Really,howcomeyouhaveneverdoneanyof

theseforme?"

"Nowyouarebeingunrealistic"

"Keepdeceivingyourself,youlikehimadmitit"

"Pleaselet'schangethetopic"

"Yesyourmajesty,rememberyouarecomingwith

metotheboutiquetopickadressformydatewith

Desmondlatertonight"

"WhatofAndrew,Ithoughtyouweretryingtowork

thingsoutwithhim?"



"Notanymorethatguyisalostcase,Ihavemoved

onwithmylife"

"Amaka?okayjustgivemeonegoodreasonfor

breakingupwiththatguy"

"Ihavesomanyreasons"

AmakajuststarteddatingAndrewfewweeksback

andheseemedlikeaniceguy,Janewasactually

hopingtheywilllastlongerthantheotherguys

Amakadated.

"Doyouknowthatguyfinishedtwowholefishes

thelasttimewewentout?"

"Idon'tunderstand,whereisthecrimeinthat?"



"Letmeexplain,hefinishedtwolargefishesallby

himself,noletmerephrasethat;heatethetwo

largestfishesIhaveeverseen.WhenChristfedfive

thousandpeopleintheBiblehowmanyfishesdid

heuse?"

"Threebreadandtwofishes?"

Janewasstillconfusedshedidn'tknowwhatthis

wasdrivingat.

"Youstilldon'tgetitdoyou?"

"No"

"Thatmeanshesinglehandedlyatethefoodmeant

forfivethousandpeople."



"Hahahahaha..youarejokingright?"

"NoI'mnot,heatethefoodfivethousandpeople

couldhaveeaten,andwhenIpointeditouttohim

hesaidhewashungry.Okayifthat'snotenough

goodreasonforabreakup,doyouknowthatguy

alwayshashissocksonwhilehavingsex,Likewho

doesthat?"

"Ithinkyouarejustlookingforawaytobreakup

withhim"

"NoI'mnot,thatguyisaglutton,heeatslikehewas

starvedoffoodinhispreviouslife."

"Butisthatagoodreasontobreakup?"

"Yesformeitis."



Janewasspeechless,everytimeAmakagivesher

reasonsforherbreak-up,Janealwaysthinksshe

hasseenitall,untilshehearsthereasonforher

nextbreaup.Timeforlunchwasoversotheywent

backtotheiroffices.

"Youdidn'tsayanythingaboutfollowingmetothe

boutiqueafterwork?"

JanekeptquietavertingAmaka'sgazeasshe

walkedon.

"Jane?"

"Yeah..aboutthat"

"Whataboutit,doyouhaveotherplans?"



"Uhm....sortof,I'mgoingtoseeJeffery"

"Hmmmmandtheyarejustfriends"

"Amakait'snotwhatyouarethinking"

"Yeahrightkeeptellingyourselfthatnotme,I'moff

tomyoffice"

Asthedaywentby,Janecouldn'twaitfortheendof

workhours,thethoughtofseeingJefferymadeher

happy.Shecouldn'tbeanyhappierwhenitclocked

5:00pm.Shehadherthingspackedreadytoleave,

Vivianhasalreadyclosedfortheday,shehada

familyfunctiontoattendwithherhusband.

AsmuchasJanetriestohideherfeelingsforhim,

shelikesJefferymorethanshecanadmitevento



herself.

Janestoodoutsideherofficebuildingwaitingfor

theUberridesheordered,Amakahadleftalreadyto

goprepareforherdate.

"MissJane?"

JaneturnedtoseeJeffrey'sdriverstandingbesides

oneofJeffrey'scars,sherecognizedhimfromthe

othertimesJefferyhadhimdropheroffaftertheir

meetings.

"MrSolomon,whatareyoudoinghere?"

"Mybosssentmetopickyou"

"What?Itoldhimtonotbother,Iorderedaride



already"

"I'mafraidyoumighthavetocancelitma'am"

BeforeJanecouldreply,herphonerang,itwas

Jefferycalling.

"Beforeyousayanything,justlistentome,it's

Fridayandyouknowhowhectictransportationin

LagoscanbeonFridays,Idon'twantyougoing

throughthat,sopleasecomewithmydriver"

"Wow..youdon'ttakenoforananswerdoyou?"

"NoIdon't,beonyourwayalready"

"Whythehurry,anythingspecialhappening?"



"Yes,Icooked"

"Youwhat?"

"Isaid,Icookedwhyisthathardtobelieve?"

"It'sjustthatIneverpicturedtheprestigiousJeffery

Ademolaasacook"

"Nowyouaretalkingtoomuch,getyourassdown

herethefoodisgettingcold"
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Thirtyminuteslaterthedriverpulledupinfrontof

Jeffrey'sbuilding,nomatterhowmanytimesshe

hasbeenhereshecannevergetusedtothe

magnificenceofthehouse,sheisalwaysinaweof

it'sarchitecturaldesign.Beforeshecouldcomeout

ofthecar,thedriveralreadyhadthedooropened

forher.

"ThankyouMrSolomon"

"You'rewelcomema'am"

Whenshegotinsidethehouse,Jefferywassetting

thediningtable,heworeablackjoggers,anapron

wastiedoverhisshirtlesschest.Helookedso

incrediblysexy,hewouldhavetoputonashirtif

theyweregoingtohavethisdinnerinpeace.He

turnedtoseeherandflashedthosebeautifulteeth

ofhisashesmiled.



"Andsheisfinallyhere"

"Wait,isthataromacomingfromthefoodyou

prepared?"

"Yesitis,thoughIcan'ttakefullcreditforitIhad

thehelpofmyhousekeeper"

Asshecamecloser,Jefferyperceivedthefeminine

perfumeshehadon.Sheworeablackkneelength

gownandpaireditwithflats.Evenifsheworerags

shewouldstilllookbeautifultohim.

Thediningroomwasexquisitetosaytheleast,the

wallswerecoveredinbeautifulsilverwallpapers.

Thelargeglasstabletookupalargespaceofthe

room,ateachspaceonthetablewerebeautifully

foldednapkins.



HePulledoutachairforhertositandwentahead

toplaceanapkinonherlapsandservedheraplate

offriedriceandchickenwithplantainbytheside.

"Wow,Icouldgetusedtothis"

"Youshouldbaby,youdeservetobespoiltand

takencareof"

Shesaidnothingjustkeptstaringathischest.

"Uhm.....Doyoumindputtingonashirt?"

"Ohsorry"

Hegrabbedashirtheplacedoneofthedining

chairs,thenwentaheadtohaveasitandserved

himself.



"Hummm.thanks,sotellmewhatmadeyoudecide

tocookallofthese?"

"BecauseIwantto"

Janetookaspoonofherriceandclosedhereyes

asshechewed,Jefferywatchedasshedidthis.A

softmoanescapedherlipsintheprocess,hehad

toresisthimselffromwalkingoverandkissingher

senseless.

"Hmmmthisfoodtastesreallynice"

"Thanks,Youhavetostopdoingthat"

"Stopdoingwhat?"



"Nothing,sotellmeaboutyourday"

JefferylistenedasJanetoldhimeverythingabout

herday,hefoundhimselfenjoyinghercompany

andyearningformoreofher,sowhentheywere

doneeatingheknewhehadtofindawaytomake

herstaylonger.Sowhensheofferedtohelphim

washthedisheshewillinglyobligedeventhoughhe

hateddoingdishes.

Theyworkedinsilence,hewashedthedishes,while

sherinsedanddriedthemoff.Theyweresoclose,

theirbodiesweretouchingwitheverymovement

eitherofthemmade.ThismadeJaneabit

uncomfortablesoshedecidedtohurryupwiththe

dishesandgohomeimmediatelyaftertheywere

done.

WhilerushingtorinseabowlJefferypassedtoher,

watersplashedonherdress,theybothtriedtoget

thenapkinonthekitchenislandatthesametime.



HerhandtoucheditfirstsoJeffrey'shandlanded

onhers.

Theireyeslocked,noneofthemsaidanything,just

lookingateachother,eachdaringtheothertomake

amove.Jefferyleanedintokissherandjustwhen

theirlipswereabouttotouch,hisphonerang.There

hasneverbeenaworsttimingforsomeonetocall

himthannow,heendedthecallwithoutlookingat

thecaller,butitwastoolateasJanealready

cleanedherhandsandwasheadingtogether

handbag.

"Thanksforhavingmeoverfordinner,Ireallyhada

nicetime"

"Whydoesthenighthavetobeoversosoon?How

aboutImakeussomepopcornwhilewewatcha

movie?"



"It'sgettinglatealreadyandIneedtogethome

early"

Shewassoundinglikeshewaslivingwithher

parentsandtheyplacedacurfewonher.Wellshe

actuallyplacedthecurfewonherself.

"Howabout.."

"Don'tevensayit,yourdriverisnotdroppingme

off"

"Actually.....whatIwantedtosaywashowabout

youjustspendthenight?"

"Excuseme?"

"Comeonit'slatealreadylikeyousaidandyou



won'tletmydriverdropyouoff,sowhynotyoujust

waittilltomorrowmorningbeforeleaving?"

"It'sjust8pm,it'snottoolateformetoleaveonmy

own"

"Pleasejuststaythenight,Ipromisetobehaveyou

canhavemyroom"

"Thenwherewillyousleep?"

"TherearefiveextraroomsinthishouseIcansleep

inanyofthemJane"

"No"

"PleaseJane"



"Idon'tevenhaveclothestochangeinto"

"Thatcanbesorted"

"How?"

"Icandrivetothenearestboutiqueandgetyou

anythingyouwant"

"NoIcan'thaveyoudothat,you'resupposedtobe

resting"

kindlyhinovelsrepubliconWhatsApponplustwo

threefoureightzerofivefiveeighteightnineone

rightthreetogetaddedtothenovelsgroup

Jefferydidn'tknowifheshouldbefrustratedather

resistancetothesolutionsheprovidedtomakeher

stayorathimselfforwantinghertospendthenight

sodesperately.



"OkayIhavesomethingyoucanputon"

"Ireallydon'tknow"

Janereallywantednothingmorethantospendthe

nightwithJeffery,butshewasscaredofhimtaking

itasaninvitationtohavesexwhichshedidn'twant,

atleastnotyet.

"Justsayyes,Ipromisewewon'tdoanythingyou

don'twant"

"AlrightIwillstay,butontheconditionthatIsleep

intheguestroom"

"Anythingyousayyourmajesty"

Jefferywentaheadtomakethemabowlofpopcorn



andtheysatdowntowatchamovietheyboth

chosefromhisNetflixcollection.

TwohourslaterthemoviewasoverandJane

decidedtocallitanight.

"PointmeinthedirectionofyourguestroomIneed

togetoutoftheseclothesandalsoIneedthe

clothesyousaidIcanchangeinto"

"Easywiththeinstructionsma'am"

Thismadebothofthemburstintolaughter.

"Justshowmetotheguestroomifyoudon'twant

metochangemymindandbeonmywaybackto

myapartment"



"Habaithasn'tcometothat,comewithmeyour

highness"

Janefollowedhimintotheguestroomupstairs,it

wasalargeroom,iftheguestroomwasthislarge

shewonderedhowbigthemaster'sbedroomwould

be.Shesearchedforapersonaltouchintheroom

somethingthatwillgiveherabitofaninsighttoa

sideofJefferyshedidn'tknow,shereallydoesn't

knowmuchabouthimsavewhatshegoogled

abouthimandthefewthingshetalksaboutwith

her.

"Youcansleepinthisroom,thatoverthereisthe

bathroom,myroomisjustacrossIncaseyouneed

anything"

"Alrightthanks"

"Letmegogetyouwhattoputon"



Fewminuteslaterhecameinwithawhitepolo,

Janetookitfromhimandstartedtolaugh.

"What'sfunny?"

"Nothing,I'mjusttryingtopicturemyselfinyour

shirt"

"Youwilllooksexy"

"Alrightthat'sit,youcanleavenowgoodnight"

Hesmiledandgaveherakissonherforehead.

"GoodnightJane"



ThreehourslaterJefferylaidinhislargebedunable

tosleep,thethoughtofhavingJaneinthenext

roommadesleepingimpossibleforhim.Wasshe

sleepingalready,orisshehavingdifficultysleeping

justlikehewas?Hethoughtoftextinghertofind

outbutdecidedagainstit,hedidn'twanttofreak

herout.

Afterwhatseemedlikeenternityofhimtryingto

sleep,Hewasbeginningtodriftintosleepwhenhe

heardaloudscreamfromJane'sroom.

Janeheardsomeonecallinghername,themore

shetriedtogetawayfromthevoicethecloserit

came.

Shepanicked,hashefinallycaughtupwithher?

Thereisnowaysheisgoingtoallowhimwinthis

timeshewasdefinitelygoingtofighthim,sowhen

shefelthishandonhershouldersheslappedhim

hardontheface.



"Ahhh...Jane?"

Thatwaswhensherealizedshewasdreamingand

hadjustslappedJefferyandnotthemonsterinher

dream.Shequicklystoodupfromherbedand

turnedonthebedsidelamp,shewenttostandby

hisside.Hewasholdinghisleftcheek.

"OhmyGod,JefferyI'msorryIdidn'tmeantoslap

youIjustthought.."

"amIthepersoninyourdreams?"

"Yes,I'msorryareyouhurt?"

"Justalittle,it'sfine.Thatwassomenightmareyou

werehaving"



"YeahI'msorry"

Shecouldn'tgetherselftolookathimintheface.

Shethoughtshewasoverthosenightmaresit's

beenawhileshehadthemlast.SheissureJeffery

wouldberegrettingwhyheaskedhertospendthe

night.

"Youdon'thavetofeelashamedforhaving

nightmares,everyonehasandisstillhavingtheir

shareofnightmares"

Jefferynoticedshewasavoidinghiseyes,shewas

crying,whatcoulditbeshedreamtabout?Heput

hisarmsaroundherandsheflinched.

"Hey,it'sfineIwon'thurtyou,comehere"



Heledhertositonthebed,whatevershedreamt

aboutmusthavebeenreallyscarybecauseshe

wasshaking.Heheldhercloser,sheplacedher

headonhischestasshecried.

Herobbedherbackwhilehewhisperedsome

soothingwordsinherears.Hewaitedtillshehad

calmeddownandwasn'tshakinganymorethen

liftedherchinsohecouldseeherface.

"Doyouwanttotalkaboutit?"

Shesaidnothingonlyshookherheadandplaced

herheadbackonhischest,thistimeshewrapped

herhandsaroundhim.

Jefferycouldsenseshewasreallyscared.Sohe

saidnothing,justheldher.Theyremainedinthat

positionforthenexttwentyminutes.Whenhefelt

herbodyrelax,hedecidedtoputhertobedand



tuckherin,hewasabouttoturnoffthebedlamp

whenshecalledouthisname.

"Jeff?"

"Yesbaby?"

"Couldyoupleasestaywithme?Ireallydon'twant

tobealone"

"Sure"

Heturnedoffthelightandclimbedintobedwithher,

sheshiftedtomakespaceforhim,helaiddownand

drewherclosertohim,sheplacedherheadonhis

chest.Hefeltherbodyrelaxasheheldher.

Whatcoulditbethatshewasscaredof,whywas



shecrying?Jefferymadeuphismindtoprotecther

fromwhateveritis.

Janewokeupfeelingsomethinghardpressing

againstherabdomen,sheopenedhereyestosee

shewascuddledupagainstJeffery,herheadwas

againsthischest,herleftlegwasthrownoverhis

legs.

Jefferywasnowlyingonhisside,hehadhisright

handwrappedaroundherwaistlikehewastryingto

keepherinplacesoshedoesn'tleave.

Janetriedtofreeherselfbutheheldoneventighter

makinghermoreawareofhismorningerection.

Shefelttheurgetoplaceherhandsonitbutshe

decidedagainstit,shechosetostareathis

beautifulfaceinstead,therewerefingermarkson

hisleftcheek,thosewerecausedbyherslaplast

night.Sheraisedherhandstotouchthem.Hislips

lookedperfectlyshaped,hisbeardswhichbecame



overgrownwhenhewasincomanowlooked

perfectlytrimmed.

Hestirredandhiserectionpressedharderagainst

her.Janelookeddownatitagaintryingtofigureout

thesize,shouldshetouchittofindout?Thatwon't

beagoodideahecouldwakeup.

"Youknowyoucanactuallytouchit,itdoesn'tbite

exceptyouwantitto"

JaneraisedherheadtoseeJefferysmilingather

withthosesexysleepyeyesofhis,shethoughthe

wasasleep,obviouslyhewasn'tbecausehehas

figuredoutwhatshewasthinking.
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"Youknowyoucanactuallytouchit,itdoesn'tbite

exceptyouwantitto"

JaneraisedherheadtoseeJefferysmilingather

withthosesexysleepyeyesofhis,shethoughthe

wasasleep,obviouslyhewasn'tbecausehehas

figuredoutwhatshewasthinking.

ShewascompletelywashedwithShame.She

quicklystoodupandranintothebathroom.

Howdoesshealwaysendupembarrassingherself

infrontofthisguy.Shehasn'trecoveredfromthe

embarrassmentofslappinghimnowhecaughther

staringathisdick.Sheisdefinitelygoingtostay

longinthisbathroomuntilshefeelsshecanface

him.



Jefferyknockedsoftlyonthebathroomdoor.

"Janeareyouokay?"

"YesI'mfine"

"Youhavebeenthereforawhilenow"

"I'mokayIjustneedsometimealone"

"Inthebathroom?"

Therewasnoresponse.

"Comeonbabe,youdon'thavetofeelashamed"

"I'mnotashamed"



"Thencomeoutofthebathroom"

Stillnoresponse.

Fewminuteslater,Janeheardthebedroomdoor

closesosheknewJefferymusthavegivenupand

left.Shewasthirstyandreallyneededtodrink

waterbutshedecidedtobearit.

Finallywhenshecouldn'tbearitanylongershe

cameout,tiptoeinglikeachildwhojustcommiteda

crimeandwastryingtoescapepunishment.

Shewentintothekitchenandtookoutabottleof

waterfromtherefrigeratorandpoureditintoa

glass.Shehadherbackturnedtothekitchendoor,

soshedidn'tseeJefferycomein.



Hestoodbythedoorlookingather,shelooked

incrediblysexywearingnothingbuthiswhitepolo

whichonlycoveredherbuttandasmallpartofher

thighs.Hewatchedasherassswayedwhenshe

movedtorinsetheglassshewasholdinginthe

sink.Hewalkedovertoherandwrappedhishands

aroundherwaist.

Shefeltahotbreathonherneckfollowedbythe

brushofhislips.shetiltedherheadtotheleft

givinghimmoreroom,hecaressedherneckgently,

asoftmoanescapedherlips,thisdrovehimcrazy,

hedeepenedthekiss.

Heturnedheraroundtofacehimandthencupped

herfaceinhishands.Helookedintohereyes

searchingforanyhintofherwantinghimtostop,

buttherewasnoneinsteadshepulledhimdown

andplacedherlipsonhis.

Hedidn'tneedanyotherhint,heclaimedhersoft



andsmoothlips.

Herhandsworkedit'swayaroundhisbodyfeeling

hisperfectphysiqueunderneaththeshirthewore.

Theypulledapart,staringintoeachother'seyes.He

carriedhertositonthekitchenisland.Heleanedin

andplacedhisforeheadagainsthers.

"MyGodJaneyoudon'tknowwhatyoudotome"

"I'msorry"

"What?"

Heraisedhisheadtolookather,whyonearth

wouldshebeapologising?



"Babyyoudon'thavetoapologiseIlikewhatyoudo

tome"

Shesaidnothingjustlickedherlipsandplayedwith

theedgeofthepoloshewore.Ifonlysheknew

whatheractionsweredoingtohimnow.

"Jane?"

"Yes?"

"Lookatmeplease"

Heusedhisfingertoraiseherchinsoshewas

lookingathim.

"Iwantthis,Iwantus"



"Meaning?"

Sometimesthisgirljustdriveshimcrazywiththe

typeofquestionssheasksofcourseitmeanshe

wantstodateher.

"Wouldyoubemygirlfriend?"

Shequicklyjumpedoffthekitchenislandand

placedsomedistancebetweenthem.

"I'msorryIcan'tdothis"

"Whatdoyoumeanbyyoucan'tdothis?"

"Ican'tdateyou"

"Whynot?"



"BecauseIhavesecrets"

"Don'tweall?"

"NoIhavedarksecrets,sodarkthatwhenyouhear

themyouwouldnotevenwantmeanywhereclose

toyoutalkmoreofwantingtodateme"

Jefferyleanedagainsttheislandandfoldedhis

hands.

"Tryme".

.

.

It'sbeentwoweekssinceJefferyaskedJanetobe

hisgirlfriendandshedeclined.



Sherefusedtellinghimthedarksecretswhichwere

preventingherfromdatinghim.

Everymeanstogethertotalktohimproved

abortive.Shestoppedtakinghiscallsandhasnot

beenrespondingtohisemailseither.

Jefferyknewshewasscaredofsomethingbuthe

justcan'tplaceityet.

Hehasresumedworkalreadyafterhisdoctor

clearedhim,heistoresumeworkonthecondition

thathedoesn'toverworkhimselfandgoesfor

regularcheckup.

HewasmeetingwithJanetodayforhimtosign

thosedocumentsforthecontract.Atleasthegets

toseehertodayprobablyshemightfinallytellhim

whatsheisscaredof.



"MrJefferyit'stimeforyourmeetingwithHigh

WatersInteriors"

"Issheherealready?"

"Yessir,shouldIsendherin?"

"Yesplease"

Jefferyhasbeenthinkingofwhathewasgoingto

saytoher,hehasaspeechalreadyplannedoutto

saysoshecanchangehermind.

"GoodmorningMrJeffery"

Jefferyraisedhisheadfromhislaptoptoseealady

whowaslookingnothinglikeJanestandinginhis

office.



"Goodafternoon,howmayIhelpyouplease?"

"MynameisKatherineI'mfromHighWaters

Interiors"

"OkayhowmayIhelpyouKatherine?

"Ibroughtthedocumentsforthecontract,soyou

cansignthemlikeyourequested"

"Excuseme,youbroughtwhat,whereisJane?"

Theladylookedlikeshewouldrunanyminute.

Jeffrey'sreactionmusthavescaredher,hereally

doesn'tcareaboutherfeelingsrightnow.Whyon

Earthwouldtheysendsomeoneelsetobringthe

documents?Janewassupposedtobetheone

bringingthemoverandnotthisladywhoisdressed



likesheisheretoseducehim.

"Iwasaskedtobringtheminstead"

"AlrightMargaretI.."

"It'sKatherinesir"

"Wellifyouarenotoutofmyofficenow,yourname

willdefinitelynotbeKatherineanymore"

Theladywhobecamemoreconfused,shakenly

turnedtoleave.

"Andonemorething"

Sheturnedtolookathimwithanexpectantsmile,

probablyhopinghehaschangedhismind.



"Don'teverinterruptmeagain,youmayleavenow"

Jefferywasbeyondfurious,howcouldViviansend

someoneelsewiththedocuments?Afterhemade

himselfclearhewantedtoworkwithnooneelse

butJane.Thereisnowayheisgoingtosignthose

documentsifhedoesn'tseeJane.

Hisphonerang,itwasViviancalling.

"Hello"

"GoodafternoonMrJefferyhowareyoudoing?"

"I'mdoingwellVivian,butI'mverysureyoudidn't

calltoknowaboutmywelfaresocuttothechase"



"Myemployeetoldmeyousentherback,istherea

problem?"

"Vivian,whatwasitIsaidattheinceptionofthis

deal?"

"ThatyouwantedtoworkwithJane"

"GoodI'mgladyoustillremember,sowhowasthat

yousenttomyoffice?Shesurelydoesn'tlooklike

Janetome"

"I'msorrymyJeffery,MissJanewasnotavailable

whenIsentKatherinetoyou"

"Thenwewillwaittillsheisavailablethen"

"HowaboutIbringthedocumentstoyoumyself?"



Whatdoesthiswomanhaveforbrains,whyon

earthwouldheprefershebringsthedocuments

andnotJane?

"AlrightsoI'mgoingtosaythisjustonce,haveJane

bringthosedocumentsformetosignoryoumight

aswellkissthecontractgoodbye"

Hehungup,hehashadenoughofthis,firstshe

blockedhimonallhersocialmediahandles,then

shestoppedtakinghiscallsorreplyingtohis

emails.Nowshehasrefusedtobringthe

documentstohimallinthebidtoavoidhim.

Jefferyhasneverhadanygirlsaynotohimasa

matteroffacttheyalwaysfoughtforhisattention.

Hewastheonewhoavoidedtheladiesandnotthe

otherwayround.HewasgoingtogetJanetosay

yestohim,shedoesn'tjustknowityet.



Hedecidedtoclosefortheday,hehadafamily

dinnerathisparentsapartmentlaterthatevening,

hemightaswellgetsomerestbeforethen.

"SandraI'mclosedfortheday,haveMrBenstandin

forme,atanyothermeetingIhavefortoday"

"AlrightMrJeffery"

JanehasbeentryingallshecouldtoavoidJeffery.

Whenheaskedhertobehisgirlfriendandshe

refused,sheexpectedhimtogiveupandmoveon

tothenextgirllikeotherguysbeforehimusually

does.Insteadhehastextedandcalledhernonstop.

WhenViviantoldhershewaslettingthegirlthey

justemployedinthebusinessdevelopment

department,takeoverfromwhereshestoppedin

thecontractwithJeffrey'scompany,shefeltso



relieved.

Allshehastodoisavoidhimtilltheyweredone

withthecontract,theneveryonewillgotheir

separateways.

"Jane?"

Vivianwasstandingatthedoorofherofficewitha

frownonherface.IfsheneededJanesheusually

usedtheintercom,orshewouldjustcallouther

name,afterallit'sjustadoordemarcatingtheir

offices.Sheonlywalkedoutofherofficetocall

Janeonlywhenshewaspissedatsomethingor

someone.

"YesVivian"

"Myofficenow!"



JanehurriedintoVivian'soffice.

"Janehowlonghaveyoubeenworkinghere?"

"Fivemonths"

"DoyouknowwhyIaskedyounottotakethose

documentstoMrJeffery'sofficetoday?"

"Youwantedthenewgirltoacquaintherselfwith

thedetailsofthecontract?"

"No,it'sbecauseyouwerebecomingtooattached

toMrJeffery"

TherewasashockedlookonJane'sface.



"OhyouthoughtIdidn'tknowthosegiftsthatkept

appearingonyourdeskeverymorningwerefrom

him?"

Soshenoticedthem?Hereshewasworrying

herselfthinkingsomethingwasbotheringVivianall

thesewhile.

"Nowhehasrefusedtosignthecontractifyou

don'ttakedocumentstohimyourself"

"Idon'tunderstandwhyhewouldsaythat"

"Idon'tunderstandeither,soyouaregoingtotake

thosedocumentstohimtosignandyouaregoing

tomakesurehesignsthemotherwiseyouwould

looseyourjob,thiscontracthastakenlongerthan

necessary"



"VivianI...."

"Idon'twanttohearanyexcuse,takethose

documentstohimandgethimtosignthemdon't

comebackifhedoesn'tsignthem"

"AlrightVivian"

"Goalready,whatareyoustilldoingstanding

there?"

JanetookthedocumentsfromVivian'stablethen

wentaheadtopickherhandbagfromherdeskand

wentonherwaytoJeffrey'soffice.Shemightas

welljustfacehimafterall.

Itwasalreadypast4pmwhenJanegottoJeffrey's

officeallthankstothethirdmainlandbridgetraffic.



Shewastoldbyhissecretarythathehadclosedfor

theday.Heronlyoptionwastotakethedocuments

tohishouse.

Hishouseisthelastplaceshewantstoberight

now,butthatwasherlastchoicenotthatshehas

muchofachoiceanyway.

Janearrivedhisapartmentandmethishouse

keeperatthedoorshewasjustleaving.

"HidearJane,howareyou?"

"I'mfine,goodeveningMarther,isMrJefferyin?"

"Nodearyoujustmissedhim,hewenttohis

parents'theyarehavingafamilydinner"



"Ohno"

"Isthereaproblemdear?"

"Noit'sjustthat,Ibroughtsomedocumentsforhim

tosign"

"Probablyyoushouldcallhimonphone,Ineedto

leavenowseeyoulaterJane"

"AlrightthankyouMarther"

JanedecidedtotakeMarther'sadviceandcall

Jeffrey'snumber.Shecalledhisnumberseverally

buthedidn'tpickup.Probablyhewaspayingher

backinherowncoins.Shedecidedtositoutand

waitforhim.
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"Jefferyyouneedtoletherknowhowyoufeel

abouther"

"EricaIhavedonethatalreadyshekeepstellingme

shecan'tdateme,nowshedoesn'tevenpickmy

callsanymore"

"Butareyousurethefeelingismutual?"

"Yesofcourseitis,I'mverysureofthat"

Theyweresittedatthebalconyoftheirparents

housewaitingfordinnertobeserved.Theirparents



weresittedinsidewiththeirgrandsonJonathan.

JefferyandEricahavealwaysbeencloseas

siblings.Eversincetheywerekids,anytimethey

hadsomethingbotheringthem,theytalkedaboutit

andalwayslookedforwaystosolveit.Evennow

theywereadults,theystilltoldeachotherabout

theirproblems,thoughnotall.

"Justkeeptrying,shewilldefinitelywarmuptoyou

soon"

"Alrighteveryone,dinnerisserved"Theirmother

calledoutfromthediningroom.

Theyalltooktheirseatsonthediningtable,their

fatherblessedthefoodashealwaysdidwhenthey

werelittle.



Theyhaven'tstartedeatingforlongwhenhis

motheraskedaboutJane.

"JefferyhowisJane?Ihaven'theardyoutalkabout

hersinceyoucame"

"MomIthinksheisfine"

"Youthink?"

"Ronkehejusttoldyousheisfine,lettheboybe"

Herhusbandknewhehadtostopherbeforeshe

wentanyfurtherandgotJefferyangrylikeshedid

thelasttimetheyhadlunchtogether.

"Okayo..justrememberthatgirlisreallyniceand

shewasthereforyouwhenyouweresick"



"IknowthatMom"

"Doesthatmeanyouwilltrytobenicertoher?"

Jefferylookedupfromhisfoodtoseehismother

smilingathimexpectantly,ifonlysheknewhehad

beenmorethannicetoher.Ifonlysheknewhehad

askedheroutandsheturnedhimdown.Butthenhe

wasn'tabouttoletherknowanyofthat,ifnotshe

wouldblowthewholethingoutofproportion.

"YesMom"

"Good.Eh.....Ericahowisyourhusband?"

"Heisfinemother,hewillbackfromhistripby

weekend"



"Verygood,Ihopehewillstayaroundmuchlonger

thistime,thesehisbusinesstripsarebecomingtoo

muchthesedays,youguysneedtostartthinkingof

makinganotherbaby,Jonathanisthreealready".

Jefferyreallytriedhisbesttoholdhislaughterbut

hecouldn'tsohestartedlaughingandhisfather

joinedhimtoo.ButEricadidn'tfinditfunnyinstead

shewasfrowning.

"Soyouboththinkit'sfunnyright?Momwhathas

Jonathan'sagegottodowithhavinganotherbaby?

BesidesIdon'tthinkIwanttohaveanotherchild,

afterallthestressIpassedthroughwhenIwas

pregnantwithJonathan".

"Godforbids,howcanyousaythat,don'tyouknow

it'snotgoodtohaveonlyonechild?"



"Ehm..Ronkethat'senoughIthinkthisissomething

sheandherhusbandaretodecidethemselvesand

notus"

"Iknowit'sjustthatsheisnot....."

"Ronkepleasechangethetopic"

Ericamouthed'thankyou'toherfatherwhowas

sittedoppositeher.Jefferyjustkeptchucklinghe

washappytohavethetopicofdiscussionbeing

takenawayfromhim,theirmothercanbecome

somethingelsewhenshereallymeanstobeon

yourcase.

Theyatetheirdinnerlaughingandtalkingaboutso

manyotherthings.Whentheyweredonewith

desserteveryoneretiredforthenight.



WhenJefferygotintohiscar,hetookouthisphone

fromhispockettoseethathehasgottenseveral

missedcallsfromJane.Hehadputhisphoneon

silentbecausehismotherdislikesthemtakingcalls

whentheywerehavingamealtogether.

Hetriedcallingherback.Hecalledseverallybuther

numberwasn'tgoingthrough.Whenhearrived

homehisgatemaninformedhimthatJanehad

beenthereearlier.

"Didsheleaveanymessage?"

"Nosirshejustsaidtoletyouknowshewashere"

Jefferyfiguredshemusthavebroughtthe

documentsforhimtosign.Ifthatwasthecase

thenhewasdefinitelygoingtoseehertomorrow.



FirstthingthenextmorningJanewasalreadyat

Jeffery'soffice,hopefullyshemightgethimtosign

thedocumentsbeforehegetssobusy.Vivian

alreadycalledtoinformhershehasonlytodayto

getthosedocumentssignedorshewouldloseher

job.Shelovesherjobandwasn'tabouttoletthe

issuebetweenherandJefferyruinthingsforher.

Amakahadspentthenightathernewboyfriend's

placeandJanedidn'twanttoletherknowwhatwas

goingonoverthephone.Whenshefoundoutwhat

hadhappenedbetweenJaneandJeffery,Amaka

neverfailedtotellherwhatamistakeshehadmade

byrefusingtodateJeffery.ThelastthingJane

neededwasasermonongivingloveachanceso

shedecidednottotellAmakaaboutVivian'sthreats.

Jefferyhadameetingscheduledfor8:00amsoby

7:50amhewasalreadyattheoffice.

"Goodmorningsir"



"GoodmorningSandrahowareyou?"

"I'mfinesir,youhaveameetingwiththeboard

membersby8:00am"

"I'mawareofthatSandra,that'swhyI'mhereearly"

"Andalsosir,JanefromHighWatersInteriorsis

heretoseeyou,thoughItoldheryoumightnotbe

abletoseeher"

"It'sokay,whereisshe?"

"Inyourofficesir"

JefferywalkedintohisofficetoseeJanepacinghis

office,shehadaworriedlookonherface.



"HelloJanegoodtoseeyouagain"

Themomentshesawhim,herworriedlook

changedtothatofrelief.

"JefferythankGodyouarehere"

Hewalkedtohistableanddroppedhislaptopand

hiscarkeys.Allhewantedtodowastopullherinto

awarmembracebuthehadtorestrainhimself.

"TowhatdoIowethisvisit?"

"PleaseIneedyoutosignthedocumentsforthe

contract"

Thisladymusttakehimforafool,tothinkshecan



justwalkinhereandexpecthimtosignthose

documentsaftersherefusedtakinghiscallsor

replyanyofthenumerousemailshesenther.

"AndwhywouldIwanttodothat?"

"Jefferyplease,Iknowwehaven'treallybeenon

talkingtermslatelybutpleasedon'trefusesigning

thesedocumentsIbegyou"

"JaneIhaveameetinginfiveminutes,Ireallydon't

wanttodothisrightnow"

"ThensignthedocumentsandIwillbeoutofyour

hair"

"Iwillsignthosedocumentsonlyononecondition"



"Whichis?"

"Youtellme,thedarksecretwhichiskeepingyou

fromdatingme"

"Ican't"

"ThenI'msorryIcan'tsignthosedocuments"

"Ifyoudon'tsignthemIwilllosemyjob"

"ThenIsuggestyoustarttalking,ifyoustillwantto

keepthatjobofyours"

"Youwon'tunderstand"

"Tryme"



"Ican't"

Jefferypickeduphislaptopandstartedtoheadout

thedoor.

"WellIcan'thelpyoueitherJaneIhaveameetingto

attend,whenyouarereadytotalkyouknowwhere

tofindme"

"Ikilledsomeone"

Jefferypausedatthedoor.

"Whatdidyoujustsay?"

"Ikilledsomeone"



"Areyouseriousoryouarejustpullingmylegs?"

"WhywouldIjokeaboutsomethingthissensitive?"

"Whodidyoukill?"

"Itwas...."

Janewasinteruptedbyaknockonthedoor.

"Comein"Jefferycalledout,hewasreallyeagerto

knowmoreaboutwhatJanejustdroppedonhim

andhedoesn'tcareifhastoputhismeetingon

holdorevencancelit.

ThedooropenedandSandrahissecretarywalked

in.



"SorrytodisturbSir,buttheboardmembersareall

sittedwaitingforyou"

"SandraIwantyoutostallthemeeting"

"Forhowlongsir?"

"UntilIjointhemeeting"

"Alrightsir"

TheybothwaitedforSandratoleavetheoffice

beforeanyofthemspoke.

"Sheisgonenow,soyouweresaying?"

"Jeffpleasethisisnotthetimeandplacetotalk

aboutthis,IpromiseIwilltellyoueverythingyou



needtoknow,butfirstjustsignthedocuments"

"No,youtell...."

"JeffpleaseIneedtogetthosedocumentstoVivian

andyouobviouslyhaveameetingtoattend,I

promisetotellyoueverythingatalatertime"

Jefferysaidnothing,hejuststoodarmsfolded

studyingher.Shewasstandingbythewindow

holdingthedocumentstoherchestwhileshe

lookedexpectantlyathim,hopingforapositive

reply.

Hewalkeduptoher,tookthedocumentsand

placedthemonthetable,heputhishandsaround

herwaistandpulledherclosertillherheadwason

hischest.Henoticedshewasshaking.



"Jane..Iwanttohelpyoupleasedon'tpushme

away,letmehelpyou"

"Youwon'tunderstand"

"Thenmakeme,please"

"It'snotthateasy"

Heleanedbacktolookatherface,itwasevident

shewastryinghardnottocry.

"Pleasedon'tcryyouhavemenow,everythingwill

befine.I'mgoingtosignthosedocumentsandat

thecloseofbusiness,youaregoingtotellme

everything?"

Shenodded.



"Ineedyouraffirmation"

"Yes"

"GoodIwillhavemydrivercomepickyouupby5

pm"

"NoIwilltakeataxi,Idon'twantViviantoget

suspiciousifsheseesyourdriver,pleasedon't

argue"

"Ifyousayso,myplace?"

"WowIdidn'texpectyoutoagreesoeasily,thank

you"

"I'mnotadifficultpersonJane"



Janecockedaneyebrow

"Okayalittle"

ThisbroughtasmiletoJane'sface,eventhoughit

wasaweaksmileJefferywashappytoseeher

smileevenifit'salittle.

Jefferyproceededtosignthedocuments.Jane

tookthemtoVivian.Bythetimeshegottheoffice

thereceptionistinformedherVivianhasbeen

fuming.

"Bia(meaningcomeinIgbo)thisgirlwherehaveyou

been?MadamVivianhasbeenaskingalloverthe

placeforyou,youneedtoseeherfaceit'slike

Zumarock"



"Idon'tunderstandshewastheonewhosentme

onanofficialassignment"

"Hmmm..okaytellherthatwhenyougetintoher

office"

JanewalkedintoVivian'sofficetomeetherfuming

withanger.

"GoodmorningVi..."

"Holditrightthere,whyareyoucomingtotheoffice

bythistime?"

"I'msorryIhadtogogetthedocumentssignedlike

youaskedmeto"

"Lookatyourtime,it's10amwhatresponsible



employeecomestoworkbythistime?Ihada

meetingthismorning,buttherewasnoonetotake

downnotesforme.Youknowwhy?It'sbecausemy

supposedPersonalassistantwasnowheretobe

found,insteadshewasbusymessingaroundwitha

client"

Janedidn'tknowifsheshouldgetangryatVivian's

accusationorjustoverlookit.Shechosethelatter,

it'snotlikeherdenialisgoingtochangeanything,

Vivianisobviouslyexpectinghertodefendherself

soshedidotherwise.
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"Lookatyourtime,it's10amwhatresponsible

employeecomestoworkbythistime?Ihada



meetingthismorning,buttherewasnoonetotake

downnotesforme.Youknowwhy?It'sbecausemy

supposedPersonalassistantwasnowheretobe

found,insteadshewasbusymessingaroundwitha

client"

Janedidn'tknowifsheshouldgetangryatVivian's

accusationorjustoverlookit.Shechosethelatter,

it'snotlikeherdenialisgoingtochangeanything,

Vivianisobviouslyexpectinghertodefendherself

soshedidotherwise.

"VivianI'msorryIdidn'tmeantogettoworklateI

hadtogotoOceanViewstohavethecontract

signed"

"Idon'twanttohearanyofyourflimsyexcuses,go

getmemycoffee"

AfterJanegotVivianhercoffee,theyworkedin



silence.Janewashappyshehadgottenthe

contractsignedatleastnowVivianwillgetoffher

backandshewon'tloseherjob,asformessing

withJeffery;shewouldfindawaytocleartheairon

thatlater.

WhenitwastimeforlunchJaneaskedVivianwhat

shewouldliketohave.

"JaneifIwantedanythingIwouldhavetoldyou,I

wouldliketobeleftalone"

JanetextedAmakatojoinheratthecafeteriaso

theycanhavelunchtogether.Amakahasbeen

sleepingoverathernewboyfriend'splacesooften

thesedays,sotheydon'tgettospendmuchtime

togetherandJanereallymissesthat.

"Wowgirlyoulooklikeyouareabouttocry"



Janelookedupfromthefoodsheorderedand

didn'treallycareabouteating.

"TrustmewhenIsayI'mreallytryinghardnotto

cry"

Amakatookaseatnexttoherandplacedherown

order.

"YeahrightIcanimagine,withthewayVivianwas

actingupthismorning"

"Hmmmmareyoutellingme?Thatwomanislikea

tickingtimebombwaitingtoexplode"

Janekeptturningherfoodaroundtheplatewithout

puttinganyinhermouth.



"Areyouokay,whathasbeengoingonwithyou

whydidyoushowupatworklate?"

"IhadtogetJefferytosignthecontractdocuments

orVivianwouldhavefiredme"

"What?Idon'tunderstand"

JanegaveAmakaabreakdownofwhathasbeen

goingon.Whenshewasdone,Amakastoodupand

pulledherintoahug.

"I'msosorryIdidn'tknowyouweregoingthrough

thisIwouldhavebeenhomelastnight"

"It'sfine,noneofthisisyourfault"

"StillIshouldhavebeenthereforyou"



"Enoughofmysadtales,tellmeaboutthisnew

boyfriendofyours"

"HisnameisDesmondandheisreallynice,canyou

believehefiftyshadedmethismorningandthen

servedmebreakfastinbed"

"Hmm....Thisloveisstrongo"

"OhJaneyoushouldhaveseenthewaythisguy

handlesmeinbedlikeheissostrongand...."

"Cut....cut....Idon'tneedtohearit,thankyou"

"Hahahahahaha,youweretheonewhoasked"

"Iaskedabouthimandnothissexualprowess"



"WellmydearIcan'ttalkabouthimwithoutadding

that"

"Well-donema,Ineedtogetgoing"

"Why?Westillhavetwentyminutesbeforelunch

timeisover"

"WiththewayVivianhasbeenacting,Ineedto

avoidanythingthatwillmakehergetupsetwithme"

"Alright,areyoustillgoingtoJeffrey'splace

tonight?"

"YeahIhavetokeeptomyownpartofthebargain"

"Alrightdear,justletmeknowhowthingsgo



okay?."

"AlrightIwill,whenareyoucomingbacktothe

apartment?"

"Tonight,withallthesethingshappening,youdon't

needtobealone"

"Thankyou"

Atthecloseofbusiness,Janeboardedataxito

Jeffrey'splace,whileinthetaxishecalledtolethim

knowshewasalreadyonherway.

JefferygottohisapartmentbeforeJane,sohe

decidedtojumpintheshowerbeforeshearrives.

Allthroughtheday,allhekeptthinkingaboutwas

whatJanehadtoldhim.



Hecouldn'tbringhimselftoseeherasamurderer,

heknewshewasn'tjokingaboutitbecauseshe

soundedandlookedseriouswhenshesaidit.

Besidesnoonegoesaboutjokingaboutmurder.

Bythetimehehearsherout,willhestillwantto

dateher,willhestillwantheraroundhimorwillhe

findawaytohelpcoveruphercrime?theseand

manymorethoughtskeptracingthroughhismind.

Theshowerwasn'thelpingmuchtocalmJeffrey's

racingmind,sohedriedoffhisbodythrewona

joggersanddecidedtogopourhimselfadrinkof

whiskeyhopefullythatmighthelp.

Hewasalreadyonhissecondglassofwhiskey

whenhedecidedtocallJane,it'sbeenoveranhour

shecalledtolethimknowshewasonherway.But

justthenhisphonerang,itwasJanecalling.



"Hey,Iwasaboutcallingyou"

Thevoiceheheardwasn'tJane's,ratheritwasa

masculinevoice.

"I'msorrydoyouknowtheownerofthisphone?"

"Whoisthis?"

"MynameisJohn,theownerofthisphonewas

involvedinacaraccident,Inoticedyouwerethe

lastpersonshecalledsoIdecidedtoletyouknow,

youcan..."

"Wait,what?"

"Isaidshewas..."

"Iheardwhatyousaid,whereisshe,issheokay?"



"SheisatsaintLouishospitalat..."

Jefferydidn'twaitforhimtofinishbeforeheended

thecall,heknewwhereSaintLouishospitalwas

located,hehasafriendwhoworksthereasanurse.

Hequicklygrabbedashirtandhiscarkeysand

rushedout.

.

.

"WhatdoyoumeanIcan'tseeher?"

"Sirifyouarenotacloserelativeofhers,thenyou

can'tseeher"

Jefferyarrivedthehospitalalmostimmediately

aftersomeonecalledtolethimknowJanehadan

accident.



"I'msorry,butwhoareyou?"

"Mynameis..."

"Justshutit,nowlistenwhateverthefuckyour

nameis,I'mgoingtoaskthisonelasttime,takeme

toJanenow!"

Theladysaidnothing,shejustcontinuedtypingon

thedesktopinfrontofher.

"That'sit,justkeeptypingbecausethat'sdefinitely

thelastjobyouwouldbedoing"

"Iwouldlovetoseeyoutry,that'shownobodieslike

yourselfgoaboutbragging.Iadviseyoubettergo

getajobandstopharrassingthosewhohaveone"



Jefferywasbeyondfurious,howdarethisnursetry

tostophimfromseeingJane,ifonlysheknewwho

hewasshewoulddefinitelynotbespewingrubbish.

Hisfamilysinglehandedlysponsoredthe

renovationofthishospitalandboughtallthe

standardsurgicalequipmentinit.

Allittakesisaphonecallandherjobwouldbe

gone,sowouldherchanceofgettingajobinany

otherhospitalinLagosbecausehewouldmake

surehernameisblacklisted.

Hewoulddealwiththatlaterbutnowhehastosee

Janeandmakesureshewasokay.

HepulledouthisphoneandcalledMarywhoworks

thereasanurse,hewashopinghewouldn'thaveto

callherastheyoncehadaflingtwoyearsback

whenshewasdoingheryouthserviceinthe



hospital.ThoughMarydidn'tseeitasafling,she

washopingthingswouldgetseriousbetweenthem.

SowhenJefferystoppedreachingout;sheaccused

himofusingher,hehadtohelphergetretainedat

thehospitalafterheryouthservice,beforeshe

forgavehim.

"Hellomary"

"Jeffery?"

"Yeahsorrytobotheryou,areyouondutythis

night?"

"Yes,anyproblem?"

"I'matthereception"



"Here?"

"Yeah"

"I'mcoming"

MaryjoinedJefferyatthereception.

"Jefferywhatareyoudoinghere?Holdonjustin

caseyouforgotI'mnowmarriedsoincaseyou

cametotellmewhatamistakeyoumadetwoyears

back,I'msorryyou'relate"

Whatwasitwiththewomenwhoworkinthis

hospitalanyway?Shemustreallythinkherself

special,ofalltheladieshehasbeenwithsheisthe

leastpersonhewouldevenconsidergoingbackto.



"VeryfunnybutI'mnotheretoaskyouback,I'm

heretoseeafriendwhowasinvolvedinan

accidentbutthatnurseovertherewouldn'tletme

seeher"

"What?Sheobviouslydoesn'tknowwhoyouare"

"Sheobviouslydoesn't,IneedtoseeJanefirstandI

willdealwithherlater"

"DidyousayJane?"

"Yes,you'veseenher?"

"Yes,Ijustfinishedadministratingmedicationto

herwhenyoucalled,shewasbroughtinalongwith

twoothermen,apparentlytheywereinvolvedinan

accident"



"Howisshe,isshehurt,willshebeokay?"

"Hey..toomanyquestionssheisfine,exceptfora

little..."

"Takemetoher"

"Impatienthuh?Comewithme"

WhentheygottoJane'swardshewassleeping,

Jefferyrushedtoherside;anintravenousdripwas

fixedtoherhand,herheadandleftkneewerein

bandages.

"Becarefulnottowakeher,sheneedstorest"

"Willshebeokay?"



"Yesshewillbefine,thedoctorwillbeinabetter

positiontotellyouherconditionbutberestassured

sheisnotindanger"

"CanIseehim?"

"Thedoctor?"

"Noyourhusband,ofcoursethedoctor"

"Goodtoknowyoustillhaveyoursenseofhumor,

thedoctorhappenstobemybrotherin-lawthough"

"Whatever,butpleasesparemethedetailsofyour

familytreeandtakemetothedoctor"

"Stillbossy"



"Didyousaysomething?"

"Comewithme"

MarytookJefferyintothedoctor'soffice,afterthe

necessaryintroductionthedoctortoldhimabout

Jane'scondition.

"MrJefferyyouneednotworryyourself,shewillbe

okay,sheonlysufferedasimplefractureanda

slightinjuryonherhead"

"Whenwillshebedischarged?"

"Wearerunningacoupleoftesttoascertainshe

didn'tsufferanyformofconcussion,iftheresults

comeoutnegative;thenshecanbedischarged

tomorrow"



"Thankyoudoctor,Iwouldliketoseehernow"

"Sureyoucan,youwerecomingfromherward

right?"

"Yeah,thanks"

JanewasstillsleepingwhenJefferyenteredher

ward,hesatonthechairnexttoherbed.Sheslept

sopeacefully;Jefferywasscaredofwakingherso

hejustsattherestaringather,havingsomuchto

sayyetsayingnothing.

WATCHOUTFOREPISODE16
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EPISODE16



Janewokeuptoastrangefeeling,herheadwas

aching,wherewasshe?Thenjustlikeaflashitall

camebacktoher.

ShewasinataxigoingtoJeffrey'shouse.Hertaxi

stoppedatatrafficlightwhenacarintheopposite

directionwhichfailedbreakhittheircar.She

rememberedhittingherheadagainstthedoorof

thecarbeforeeverythingwentblack.

Shelookedaroundandnoticedshewasinthe

hospitalbutwhowasthisrestinghisheadonher

bed?Shesatupsoshecouldtakeacloserlook.

"Hey..youareawake"

"Jeffery?Whatareyoudoinghere?"

"Icameinlastnightaftersomeonecalledmewith



yourphonetoletmeknowyouwereinvolvedinan

accident,thatscaredtheshitoutofme,babeare

youokay?"

Seeingthatsomeonewhowasn'therfamilywas

worryingabouther,broughttearstoJane'seyes.All

herlifeshewasalwaysworryingaboutothersbut

sittinghereandseeingthatlookofconcernon

Jeffrey'sfacemadehercry.

"Whyareyoucrying,areyouhurt,shouldIgetthe

doctor?"

"NonoI'mokay"

"Thenwhyareyoucrying?"

"It'snothing,I'mfine"



"Jane?You'relyingandyouknowit"

"Fine,it'sjustthatIhaveneverreallyhadsomeone

worryaboutmeexceptmysisterandseeingyou

looksoconcernedaboutme,it....."

"OfcourseIworryaboutyoubecauseIdeeplycare

foryoubabe"

"Doyoumeanthat,evenafterItoldyouIkilled

someone?"

"Wewilltalkaboutthatlater,butfornowIneedto

gogetthedoctor,stayputdon'tmoveamuscle

okay?"

"Wait,whatisthetime?"



Jefferylookedatthetimeonhisphone

"It'sfewminutespast8"

"Waityoumeanlike8inthemorning?"

"Yes,what'swrong?"

"I'msupposedtobeatwork,ohmyGodVivianis

goingtobemad"

Jefferycouldn'tbelievehisears,shejusthadan

accidentandallshecouldthinkaboutisherboss

gettingmad?It'seithershedoesn'tcareabouther

well-beingortheaccidenthasdonesomethingto

herbrain.

"Babeyoujusthadanaccident,workshouldbethe



lastthingonyourmind"

"Iknow,it'sjustthat..."

"It'snothing,youwillcallVivianlaterandlether

knowwhat'sgoingonokay?"

"Alright,andAmakatooI'msureshewouldbe

worriedsickaboutmesinceIdidn'tcomeback

homelastnight"

"YeahyouwillcallhertoobutfornowIneedyouto

relaxwhileIgogetthedoctor"

FewhourslaterJefferywashelpingJaneintohis

carsohecoulddriveherhomeafterthedoctor

confirmedshedidn'tsufferconcussionandshe

couldgohometocomebackaftertwoweeksfora

checkup.



"SorryJeffIforgotmyphoneinside,it'sonthebed

canyouhelpmegetit?"

"Sure,letmegogetit"

JefferywascomingoutofthewardwithJane's

phonewhenthenursewhorefusedhimseeing

Janelastnightcametohimcrying.

"MrAdemolaI'mverysorry,Ididn'tmeantoberude

lastnightIwasjustdoingmyjob"

"Ohnowyouknowmyname?Isuggestyousave

thosetearsforalatertimebecausedefinitelyyou

wouldbeneedingthemwhenyourjobisgone"

"PleaseSirdon'tgetmefiredIhavefamily

memberswhoaredependentonme"



"Thenyoushouldhavethoughtaboutthatbefore

beingrude,gooddaymiss"

Jefferywasaboutkickinghiscartostartwhenhe

sawMaryrunningtowardshiscar,hecameoutof

hiscarandmetherhalfway.

"Maryissomethingwrong?"

"JefferypleaseIcametopleadonnurseEsther's

behalf"

"Who'sthat?"

"ThenursewhodeniedyouaccesstoJanelast

night,pleasedon'tgetherfired,I'msureshehas

learntherlessons"



"IwillthinkaboutitfornowIneedtogetJanehome

first"

"Sheisthatspecialhuh?"

"Youhavenofreakingidea"

TenminuteslaterJefferywasdrivingJanehome,

shewassittedatthebacksoshecanhavespaceto

restherleg.Heturnedtolookathershehasbeen

silentsincetheygotintothecar.

"Areyouokay?"

"Yeah,thankyou"

"For?"



"Stayingwithmeatthehospital"

"Youarewelcome"

"Waitthat'snottheroutetomyhouse"

"You'recominghomewithme"

"NoIcan't"

"Whynot?"

"Nothing"

"Goodbecauseyouarecomingwithme,sobuckle

upandenjoytheride".



.

.

"Istilldon'tunderstandwhyyouhadtobringmeto

yourplacewhenyoucouldhavejusttakenmeto

mine"

TheywerealreadyatJeffery'splace,hewashelping

herupthestairstothebedroom.

"Youjusthadanaccidentandyouneedsomeoneto

takecareofyou,anddon'tevenstartwithAmaka

beingabletotakecareofyou,becauseyouknow

sheisalwaysgoingtobeatwork"

"Icantakecareofmyself,Idon'twanttobea

burdentoanyone"

"Babeyouarenotaburdentome,nowstoptalking

andwatchyoursteps"



Justthen,Janemissedastep,toavoidfalling;she

quicklyplacedherrighthandonhisshoulderand

grabbedhisshirtwithherlefthand.Jefferycaught

heronthewaist.Theirfacesweremerelyinches

apart.

"I'msorryImissedastep"

"It'sfine,youdon'thavetoapologise"

Jefferythencarriedherinhisarmsandstartedto

climbthestairs.

"Jefferywhatareyoudoing?"

"WhatdoesitlooklikeI'mdoing?"



"Youcan'tjustcarrymelikeI'mweightless,putme

downnow!"

"Youactuallydon'tweighmuch,Ilifttwiceyour

weightinthegymeveryotherday"

"Jefferyputmedownnow!"

"Orwhatwouldhappen?Youknowforsomeone

whojusthadanaccidentyousoundquitestrong"

"You'restressingme,I'mnotsupposedtobetalking

much"

"Yeahtrue,doyousuggestwekissinstead?That

requiresnotalkingatall"

"What?No"



"ThenIsuggestyouremaincalmandenjoybeingin

myarms,becauseanymorewordfromyouandI'm

kissingthoselipsofyours"

Hestoppedtogaugeherreaction,shelookedlike

shewasgoingtokillhimanyminute.

"Hahahahahahayoushouldseeyourface"

"Jeff......"

"Notalkingrememberexceptyouwantmetokiss

you?"

Janequicklyshuthermouth,Jefferywasobviously

enjoyinghimself,hekeptlaughingatherreactionas

heclimbedthestairs.Whentheygotupstairshe

openedthedoortooneoftherooms,Jane



wonderedhowhewasabletodothatwithherstill

inhisarms.

WhentheygotinsideJanediscovereditwasn'tthe

roomshesleptinthelasttimeshespentthenight.

It'sfurniturewerearrangedsameastheotherroom

butthisroomlookedwaybigger.

Jefferyplacedhercarefullyonthebedmakingsure

nottohurtherinjuredknee.

"Thisisn'ttheroomIsleptinlasttime?"

"Yeahitisn't"

"Isthisyourroom?"

"Yeah,whydosoundterrified?"



"Whywouldyoubringmetoyourroom,Jeffery

whatareyoutryingtodo?"

"Calmdownprettyone,theguestroomsarequite

notinagoodshaperightnow,Iwasn'texpecting

anyvisitorsorIwouldhaveaskedmyhousekeeper

tohaveoneofthemcleanedup"

Janefeltashamedforherreaction,hewasonly

tryingtomakesureshewascomfortableandhere

shewasthinkingtheworstofhim.

"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanittocomeoutlikethat"

"It'sfine,Iwillgodownstairsandfixyousomething

toeat"

"JeffI'msorry"



"It'sfinebabe,youwerejustbeingcautious,Iwillbe

backwithyourfoodsoon"

"AlrightbutIwillneedtocleanupfirst,Ineedtoget

thishospitalsmelloffme"

"Yeahsure,Iwillgetyousomethingyoucanchange

intothenlaterwecangoshoppingforthethings

youwouldbeneedingwhileyou'rehere"

"Thatwillbefinethankyou"

"Doyouneedhelpinthebathroom?"

"Jeffery!"

"HahahahahahaIloveitwheneverIgettoyouthis



way"

Jefferywentintohiskitchentopreparesomething

forhertoeat,hishousekeeperdoesn'tcomeon

Wednesdayssohehadtopreparesomething

himself.Hewasn'treallyagoodcook,soheusually

avoidscookingexceptwhenhehadthehelpor

closesupervisionofsomeonewhoknowshowto

cook.

Aftertenminutesofstandinginhiskitchenand

contemplatingiftomakenoodlesorjustorderit;he

decidedtoplaceorderforitfromafastfoodeatery

nearby.

Intenminutesthefoodwasdeliveredtohim,he

paidandtookthemupstairstoJane.Heknocked

andwaitedforaresponse,funnyhowhenowhasto

knockbeforeenteringhisownbedroom.



"Comein"

HeenteredtoseeJanesittedonthebed,shewas

onthephonewithsomeone.Herinjuredlegwas

proppeduponapillow.Shemusthavecleanedup

becauseshewasputtingonhisshirtwhichhehad

broughtoutforhertowear.

Heplacedthetraycontainingthefoodbesideher

onthebed,satdownandwaitedforhertofinishher

phoneconversation.

"ThatwasAmaka,shesenthergreetings"

"Ohokay"

"Shewillbedroppingbytoseemeafterwork,if

that'sokaywithyou?"



"Ofcourseitisfine,haveyoucalledVivian?"

"Yes,shesaidIshouldresumeworkwhenI'm

completelyhealed"

"That'sokaywhydon'tyouseemhappy?"

"It'snothing"

"Areyousure,doyouwanttotalkaboutit?"

"No,thanks"

"SoIdecidedtoorderforfoodinstead,considering

youjustcameoutofthehospital,Iwouldn'twantto

sendyoubacktherewithmycooking"

"Hahahahahahaha"



"Igotjollofriceandnoodlessomakeyourpick"

"Iwillgofortherice,thankyou"

"Yes...HowcouldIhaveforgotten?"

"What?"

"Yourememberthefirsttimeyoucameherefora

meeting,howyoualmostusedyourtonguetolick

theplateofjollofriceIofferedyou?"

"Ididnosuchthing"

"Ofcourseyoudid,youalmostbeggedformore"



"What?Youpracticallyforcedmeintoeatingthat

food"

Jane'sreactionwasepic,shewasburningwith

anger,Jefferycouldn'tholdhimselffromlaughing,

hewasobviouslypullingherlegsandshedidn't

realizeit.

"Hahahahahaha,I'mjustpullingyourlegs"

"Yeahveryfunny"

"Comeonbaby,don'tbelikethat,I'msorry"

Heleanedcloserandkissedherleftcheek.

"It'sfine"



"Areyousure,orshouldIkeepapologising?"

"Youmeanshouldyoukeepkissingmycheeks?"

"Iwasactuallythinkingyourlips?"

"Don'tyouhavesomethingimportanttodo,

probablyameetingtoattendorsomething?"

"Youmydarlingareveryimportant,youhappento

topmylist"

"Jeffery?"

"FineIneedtotakeashoweranyway?"

"AlrightyoudothatandI'llwaitforyousowecan

eattogether"



"Ithoughtyoudidn'twantmearoundyou?"

"Justgoalready,thefoodisgettingcoldandI'm

hungry"

"Alrightlet'seatthen,Icanshowerlater"

JaneatethejollofricewhileJefferysettledforthe

noodles.Janehasn'teatenmuchwhenshedecided

shewasfull.

"Don'tyoulikethefood?"

"Thefoodisokay,myheadaches"

"Probablyyoushouldliedownandrestforawhile?"



"YeahIthinkIwilljustgetsomesleep"

JefferyhelpedtotuckJaneinandthencarriedthe

traycontainingtheirmealstothekitchen.Few

minuteslaterhecamebackintotheroomsohecan

takehisbath.

Janewasn'tasleepyetwhenJefferywalkedintothe

roomandtookoffhisshirt;hemusthavethought

shewasasleepforhewentfurtherandtookoffthe

joggershewasputtingon,thankfullyheworea

briefunderneathbutthatdidlittletohidethesizeof

hiscock,itlookedbiggerunderneaththebriefthan

Janehadimagined,shehadtobiteherlipsfrom

makinganysound.Hegrabbedafreshtoweland

walkedintothebathroom,theshowercameon.

Janetriedherbesttosleepandunseewhatshehad

justseenbutshecouldn't;insteadshekeptturning

fromoneendofthebedtotheother.

Fewminuteslatertheshowerwentoff,Jane



decidedtopretendshewasasleep.

Jefferywalkedintotheroomnakedashewas

towelinghisbodydry,didheforgetshewashere?

Orprobablyhethoughtshewasalreadyasleep.

Jefferyhadaskypemeetingwithsomeofhis

foreigninvestorsinfewminutes,hehadlosttrack

oftime,soheneededtohurryup.

Hewalkedintohisclosetpickedoutapoloanda

jeantrouser.Hequicklydressedupandprepared

forthemeeting.

JustbeforeleavingtheroomhewenttowhereJane

wassleepingonthebed,kissedherforehead.

"AlrightbabyIhaveameetingtoattendnowIwill

bedownstairsjustincaseyouneedanything.Hope



youlikedwhatyousaw?"

Janekeptquiet

"Iknowyouarenotsleeping,soquitthepretense"

"What,youknewIwaslooking?"

"Yes"

"Soyouwalkedinnakedwiththeintentionofbeing

seen?"

"InmydefenseIforgotIhadsomeoneinmyroom"

"Yeahright,howconvenient"



"Butyouenjoyedlooking"

"NoIdidn't!"

"Ohcomeon,IknowyoudidIsawyoulickingyour

lips"

"NoIdidn't"

"YesyoudidandonceI'mdonewithmymeeting

youaregoingtotellmeeverythingyouimaginedin

thatlittleheadofyours"

Heplacedasoftkissonherlipsandwalkedoutof

theroomleavingashamefulJaneinthebedroom.

WATCHOUTFOREPISODE17
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EPISODE17

"Babygirl...Thishouseisbeautiful"

"Amakayouhavesaidthatbefore,canyoujust

bringyourattentionbackandtalktome?"

AmakadroppedbytoseeJaneonherwayback

fromwork.Themomentshewalkedinthroughthe

door,shehasbeentalkingaboutthebeautyofthe

housenonstop.

Jefferywasn'taround,hehadsteppedouttoget

Janethethingsshewouldbeneedingwhileshe

wasathisplace.

"Noscratchthat,thishouseismagnificent"



"Amaka!"

"Sorry,whatwasityouasked?"

"Isaidhowarethingsattheoffice?"

"Waitdidthetelevisionjustcomeoutfromthe

ceiling?"

"OhmyGod,Amaka!"

"Sorrynow,I'mjustamazed,thishouselookslike

it'sstraightoutofamovie"

"YeahIknow,ithadthateffectonmethefirsttimeI

came,sohowisVivian?"



"Pleasedropofficemattersforaminute,let's

discusssomethingmoreimportant,Vivianisdoing

fine,youshouldbemoreconcernedaboutyourself"

"Iknow,I'mjustchecking"

"AreyouandJefferydatingnow?"

"What?No,wheredidthatcomefrom?"

"Hmmmmmsowhatareyoudoinginhishouse?"

"Heofferedtolookafterme,becauseyouwillnotbe

aroundmostoftheday"

"HmmmIdidn'tknowJefferywasnowanurse"

"Amaka!"



"Hmmmmm,meaninghewouldhavetostopgoing

toworktillyourkneehashealed?"

"Notreally,hewillbeworkingfromhome,besides

mykneewillhealinnotime"

"SoJefferyAdemolaisgoingtobeworkingfrom

homejustsohecantakecareofyou?"

"Yes,whereisthisgoingplease?"

"Sowhatdoesthattellyou?"

"Nothing"

"Doesn'tittellyouthisguylikesyou?"



"Amaka,Jeffisjustafriend"

"Youalreadyhaveapetnameforhim?Nice,thisis

interesting"

"Noit'snotapetname,youarejustbeing

ridiculous"

"Keepdeceivingyourself,youobviouslylikethisguy,

it'sclearlywrittenalloveryou"

"Keepcookingupthingsinthatheadofyours"

"Whatever,pleasewhenisJefferycomingback?"

"DidIhearsomeoneaskofJeffery?"

TheybothturnedtoseeJeffreywalkinthroughthe



doorwithshoppingbagsonbothhands.Helooked

evenmorehandsometoJaneashestoodthere

withthethingsshehadwrittenoutforhimtoget

her.

Everysingletimeshetriestopushhimoutofher

mind,sheendsupseeingmorereasonstolikehim.

Whatbafflesheris;whyhewouldchooseheroutof

allthegirlsinLagos.Shewasn'tasprettyand

definitelyafarcryfrombeingclassylikethegirlsin

hiscircle.

"Jeffery!you'reback"

"HiAmaka,howareyoudoing"

"I'mcool,howareyou?"

"I'mgood,it'sbeenawhile"



"Yeah,thanksfortakingcareofmyfriend,shetold

meof...."

"AmakaI'msureJefferywouldnotliketobebored

withthedetailsofourconversation"

JanehadtostopAmakafromtalkingbeforeshe

sayssomethingthatwouldgiveJane'sfeelingsfor

Jefferyaway.

JefferywalkedtowhereJanewassittingand

stoopeddowntoexamineherinjuredknee.

"Heybeautyhowareyoufeeling"

"UhmmI'mfeelingbetternow"



"Stillhavingheadache?"

"No"

"Areyousure?"

InresponseJanenoddedbecauseshecouldn'tfind

hervoice,Jeffrey'stouchalwayshasthateffecton

her.

"AlrightladiesIwillbewithyoushortly,Ineedtoget

thesebagsupstairs"

TheybothwatchedasJefferyclimbedthestairs,

whenhewasoutofsight,Amakastartedtolaugh.

"Whatisit?"



"Ohh...Iwon'tsayanything"

"Amakawhatisit?"

"Whatwasthatabout,howcomeyousuddenlylost

yourvoicewhenJefferytouchedyou?"

"Howdoyoumean?OfcourseItalked"

"Keepdeceivingyourself"

"Amakayouhavetostopit'snotfunny"

"Helloladies,whoisreadyforicecream?"

Jeffrey'svoicestartledJane,shedidn'tseehim

comedown.Hopefullyhedidn'theartheir

discussion.



"Iam"

"Jane?"

"Iwillhavesometoo"

"Whatdoyousay,wewatchamovieonNetflix

whileweeattheicecream?"

"Yey........I'min"

"AmakayoulikemoviesSha"

"That'syourbusiness,pleaseJefferywhichmovie

arewegoingtowatch?"



TheysatcomfortablyonthecouchwhileJeffery

pickingoutamovieforthemtowatch.

Twohourslaterthemovietheywerewatching

endedandAmakadecidedtoretirefortheevening.

"AlrightguysIhavetogetgoingnow,thanksJeffery

Ienjoyedmyself"

"Youarewelcome,Iwillgetmydrivertodropyou

off"

"Ohthatwouldbegreatthanks"

FewminuteslaterafterJeffrey'sdrivercameto

driveAmakabacktoherandJane'sapartment.

JefferycameandsatclosetoJaneonthecouch.



"Areyoudoingokay?"

"Yeah"

Jefferycarriedherandplacedheronhislaps,she

stillwon'tlookathimshekeptlookingatherfingers.

Hepushedherbraidsasidesohecouldseeher

face.

"Janewhatisit?youhavebeenawfullyquietsince"

"It'snothing,I'mfine"

"Doesyourheadhurt?"

"NoI'mfine,thepainkillersareactuallyworking"

"Thenwhatisit?"



Silence

"Jane?"

"IambeginningtohavefeelingsforyouandIdon't

wantthat"

"WhyifImayask?"

"BecauseIamnotcapableoflovingyouoranyone

else"

"Letmebethejudgeofthat"

"NoJefferyyouwon'tunderstand,Ihavetoomany

darksecrets"



"Youkeeptalkingaboutdarksecretsyetyouhave

refusedlettingmeinonanyofthem"

"I'mscaredJeffery"

Shestartedtocry.ItbrokeJeffrey'shearttoseeher

cry,hereallywantstohelpherbuthedoesn'tknow

how,ifshedoesn'ttellhimwhatisgoingonhe

won'tbeabletohelpher

"Shhh.....Babyit'sfineyoudon'thavetocry,I'm

here"

"I'msoscared"

"Youhavemenow,I'mhereforyou"

SheplacedherheadonJeffrey'schestandcried,



shewasbeginningtocrytoomuchthesedays,

Jefferywillsoongettiredofofferingherhischest

toleanonwhenevershewantstocry.

"I'msorry"

"Ihavetoldyoutostopapologizingbabe,stop

apologizingforbeinghuman"

"Mylifeisamess,therearealotofthingsyoudon't

knowaboutme"

"Iwouldn'tknowifyoudon'ttellmebabe"

"Ican't,whatifyouhandmeovertothepoliceor

worsetothoselookingforme?"

"Iwon'thandyouovertoanyone,Ipromiseto



protectyoufromwhoeveritisyouarehiding"

"Youpromise?"

"WithallIown,babeifyoudon'twanttotalkaboutit

yet,it'sfineIwillbeherewheneveryouarereadyto

talk"

"Idon'tknowwheretostartfrom"

"Howaboutyoustartfromthebeginning?"

JanestoodupfromJeffrey'slapandsatbackon

thecouch.

"YourememberItoldyoumyparentsweredead?"

"Yeah,mymomsaidyoutoldherthattoo"



"YeahIdid,whileyouwereincoma"

"Okay,so?"

"Ilied"

"Howdoyoumeanyoulied,areyounotanorphan?"

"I'manorphan,butIactuallydon'tknowmybirth

parents"

"Istilldon'tunderstand"

"Igrewupinanorphanage,accordingtothestoryI

wastold,aladyfoundmeatadumpsterandshe

tookmetothepolicewholatertookmetothe

orphanagewhereIgrewup"



"Nooneevercamelookingforyou?"

"No,noneatall.Igrewupwithotherchildrenatthe

orphanage"

TwentyYearsEarlier.....

.

.

Hopeyou'renotthinkingwhatI'mthinking?
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*TWENTYYEARSEARLIER*



LittleJanewasfiveyearsoldandwashelpingher

matrontosetupababy'scotfortheirnewestintake

attheorphanage.

"Motherhowlongisthebabygoingtostayhere

withus?"

"Untilsheisallgrownupandabletotakecareof

herselfmydear"

"Butwhyisthat;doesn'tshehaveparents,won't

theybelookingforher?"

"Wellherparentsaredead,soweareherfamily

now"

"IsthathowIcametoliveheretoo?"



"Yesdarling"

"ButMargretsaidI'manunwantedchild,shealso

saidmymotherdidn'twantmesoshethrewme

away"

Margretwasthefirstchildattheorphanage,she

wassevenyearswhenJanewasbroughtin,soshe

knewalittleaboutJane'sstory.Thematronmadea

mentalnotetoreprimandhernottosaysuchthings

toJane.

"Nodear,that'snottrueyouarewantedmydarling"

"Whythendidmymotherthrowmeaway?Shesaid

Iwasfoundinadustbin"

"Youmydear,areaverypreciouschilddon'teverlet



anyonetellyouotherwiseokay?"

"Yesmother"

"Goodgirl,nowcomegivemeahug"

ThematronenvelopedlittleJaneinahug.Fromthe

firstdayshesethereyesonlittleJane,whenthe

policebroughthertotheorphanage,shefellinlove

withthelittlebaby.

Shestillremembersvividlythatverydaythepolice

broughtherin,shewasbarelythreemonthsold

wrappedinababy'sblanket,whenshepeekedinto

theblanket;thebabywasgnawingonherfist,she

waskickinghertwotinyfeetintheair.Whenshe

carriedher,thebabydidn'tcryasexpectedinstead

shesmiledatthematron.



"Sheisadorable,whoinherrightsenseswill

abandonsuchabeautifulbaby?"

"Agirlwhomighthavegottenpregnantoutof

wedlock"oneofthepoliceofficersoffered.

"MothercanIgoandplaygamesoutside?"

Jane'svoicesnappedthematronbacktopresent,

shedidn'trealizeshewasstillhuggingher.

"Yesmydarlingyoucangoaheadandplaysome

gamesbutbecarefulnottoinjureyourselfokay?"

Thematronlovesallthechildrenatherorphanage

liketheywereherown,althoughshehasasoftspot

forJane;sheisalwaysbyhersideofferingtoassist

inwhatevershewasdoing,askingseveral

questionswantingtoknowtheanswertoevery



questionasked.

Afterbeingmarriedforfifteenyearswithoutachild,

andfifteenfailedIVFs;herhusbandcouldn'tstand

nothavingachildandhecouldn'tbringhimselfto

consideradoptionsohewentandgothimselfa

secondwifeandsentthematronpacking.

Thankfullyshehadathrivingbusinessofherown,

sowhenhermarriagewasdissolved;sheboughta

tenbedroomduplexanddecidedtostartalittle

orphanagewiththehopeofexpansioninthefuture.

Nowshehas8childrenunderhercare.Theyhelped

totakehermindoffherfailedmarriageandher

inabilitytohavechildren.

_____

*THEPRESENT*

"Sowhileyouwereattheorphanagewhat



happened?"

"Wellthematrononlyacceptedtwomorechildrenat

theorphanagemakingitatotaloftenchildren,she

didn'twanttoaccepttoomanychildrenandnot

beingabletotakecareofthem.Shewaseverything

amothercouldeverbe,neverforoncedidshe

makeanyofusfeeltheabsenceofourparents,or

wedidn'tuntiltragedystruck"

"Whathappened?"

Jefferyhandedhertissuetowipehertears,before

shestartedherstoryhehadexcusedhimselftogo

getaboxoftissuebecauseheknewshewould

definitelybeneedingthem.

"WhenIwasabouttowritemySSCEexams,She

hadacardiacarrestanddiedapparentlyshehad

beendiagnosedofcancerofbloodandnoneofus



knewaboutit,shediedofit'scomplications.It'sa

wonderhowIwasabletogothroughwithmy

exams"

"Youarereallystrongdear"

"It'snotlikeIhadachoice,IhadtomakesureI

passed,itwasherwishformetopassandgain

admissionintotheuniversity"

"Soaftershediedwhathappened?"

"Thatwasthebeginningofourordeal,heryounger

brotherwhoalwayshadeyesonherproperties

startedputtingthemupforsaleincludingthe

orphanage,heaunctionedwetheolderchildrenoff

topeoplewhowereinneedofhousegirlsand

houseboysorsalesgirls,whiletheyoungerones

weresoldtothosewhowantedtoadoptthem"



"Areyouserious,didheatleastdoabackground

checkonanyofthesepeople?"

"Youwish,hedidnosuchthing,hedidn'tcarewhat

becameofusallhecaredaboutwasthemoneyhe

madefromoursalesandthatwhichhewasgoing

tomakefromsellingtheorphanageafterwewere

gone"

"Howcomenooneevernoticedthis?"

"Wellafewpeoplenoticedbuttheycouldn'tdo

muchbecausehehadstrongconnectionandhad

insidersatthepoliceforcesoifanyonereportedto

thepolicetheyendedupputtingthemselvesand

theirfamiliesatrisksoeveryonemindedtheir

business"

"Whatthehell!Sowhowereyousoldoffto?"



"Iwassoldofftoarichbusinessmanwhohad

severalsupermarketsandbusinesseshewas

runningthen"

"Okay?"

"Hehadawifeandasonwhowasmyseniorwith

twoyears,Igottheretodiscoverhehadtwoother

girlslikemyselfunderhiscare"

_____

*TENYEARSEARLIER*

"Janethisisyourroom,dropyourbagsandcome

joinmeinthesittingroomsoIcanshowyoutothe

restofthehouse"MrOkaforsaidasheshowedher

thebedroom.

Janedroppedherbagandquicklyscannedthe



room,itwascleanandlarge;largerthantheone

shesharedwithChiomaattheorphanage.Ifshe

wasgoingtobehavingaroomofherown,then

probablythismanwaskindafterall,whoknowshe

mightevenenrollherinaJambclassandmaybe

sendhertotheuniversity.

JanejoinedMrOkaforinthesittingroomwherehis

wifeandsonweresitting.

"Janeyouwillbefollowingmetothesupermarket

everymorning,Ileavethehousebysixinthe

morning,soIadviseyouwakeupearlierbeforethen

soyoucanhelpyourmadamheretoprepare

breakfast.Onnoaccountshouldyoubefound

wanting.Anymistakefromyouattractspunishment

fromme;trustmeyoudon'twanttobepunishedby

me"

"Alrightsir,willIbefollowingyoutothe

supermarketeveryday?"



"Yeseveryday;SundaysinclusiveYouleavebysix

inthemorningandclosebynineintheevening.

"Sirwhatofschool?"

"Whataboutschool?"

"IjustwrotemySSCEexams,IwaswonderingifI

couldenrollinJambclassessoIcanstart

preparingformyjambnextyear"

Janecouldn'tfathomifitwaswhatshesaidor

somethingtheywerewatchingonTVthatwas

funnybecauseMrOkafor'swifeandsonstarted

laughing.MrOkaforsaidnothinghejuststoodup

andslappedJanehardonherleftcheek.

"Thatwasamildwarning,don'tyoueveraskme



suchstupidquestionnexttime,soyouthinkIspent

somuchmoneyinbuyingyousoIcansendyouto

school?Youhaveanotherthingcoming,youhad

betterwipeanyideaofschooloffthatstupidbrain

ofyours"

Janestoodwithtearfilledeyes,wonderingwhat

shehaddonewrongandwhyMrsOkaforsatthere

withoutsayinganythinginsteadshejustkept

laughinglikeherhusbandwascrackingsome

awardwinningjoke.

"Whyareyoustillstandingthere?Goandjoinyour

matesinthekitchenandpreparedinner".

Janewenttothekitchenandjoinedthetwoother

girls.Theywerebotholderthanher;theyintroduced

themselvesasPeaceandDami.Theywereboth

friendlyandwelcomedJane.Shelaterfoundout

PeacehasbeenlivingwiththeOkafor'sforfive

yearswhileDamijoinedhertwoyearslater.



Theyprepareddinnertogetherandwhenitwastime

toeat,MrsOkaforcametothekitchenandgave

themeachtheirportionoffood,Janenoticedhers

wasbiggersoshewaitedtilltheywerealonebefore

asking.

PeacesmiledwhenJaneaskedwhyherfoodwas

biggerthantheirs.

"Damidoyouwanttodothehonours?"

"MydearIwouldadviseyoueatupasyouwillbe

needingalltheenergyyoucanget"

"WhatareyoutalkingaboutDami,arewegoingto

thesupermarketthisnight?"

"Nowearenot"



"Sowhatareyoutalkingabout?"

"Youwillfindoutinfewhours"

___

*THEPRESENT*

"Sowhatwasityouneededtheextraenergyfor?"

"Ineededitfor...."

Janebrokedownintears,thistimeshewascrying

andshakingcontrollably,shefellfromthecouchto

thefloorandwasstillcrying.Jefferytriedholding

hertoconsoleherbutshewouldn'tbeconsoled.

Afterwhatseemedlikeaverylongtime;her

sobbingwasreducedtosniffs.Jefferyheldheras



theysattogetheronthefloor.

Theystayedinthatpositionforanotherthirty

minutes,nonesayinganything.Jefferycouldn't

imaginewhatitmusthavebeenforherwhile

growingup.Allthepainsshemusthavebeenput

through.

Onethingwascertainheisgoingtosearchfor

everysingledamnpersonwhocausedherpainand

heisgoingtomakesuretoinflictonthemtwicethe

paintheymadehisJanegothrough.

"Babyit'sokay,I'mherenownooneisevergoingto

hurtyouagainIwillmakesureofthat"

"OhJeffery,whatiftheyfoundoutwhereIhave

beenhiding,ohGod"



Janestartedcryingagain.

"Hey,lookatme"

Jefferyheldherfaceinhishandssohehadher

attention.

"Noone,Irepeatnooneisgoingtotakeyouaway

undermywatch,alright?"

Janenodded.

"Good,nowIthinkthat'senoughfortoday;we

shouldputyoutobed"

"ButI'mnotdonewiththestoryyet"

"YeahIknow,wecancontinuetomorrowyoulook



stressedoutasitis,come-onlet'sgetyoutobed"

Jefferywantedbadlytoheartheremainingpartof

thestorybutseeingJanecrythewayshejustdid;

brokehisheartandhecouldn'tstandtoseehercry.
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Jefferywantedbadlytoheartheremainingpartof

thestorybutseeingJanecrythewayshejustdid;

brokehisheartandhecouldn'tstandtoseehercry.

JefferystoodupandbeforeJanecoulddosame;he

scoopedherupinhisarmsandstartedtowalk

towardsthestairs.



"OhnotagainJeffery;Icanwalk"

"Noonesaidyoucouldn'tIdon'tjustwantyou

hurtingyourself"

"SeriouslyI'mgood,youcan'tcontinuedoingthis"

"WhosaysIcan't?"

"WellI'mjustsayingIweighalotandIdon'twant

youcomingdownwithabackacheorsomething

beforeIleaveyourhouse"

"Hahahahahaha,Ithinkyoushouldbemoreworried

aboutgettingbetter,Icantakecareofmyself"

Whentheyenteredhisbedroom;Jefferyplacedher



carefullyonthebed,examinedherinjuredkneeand

thebandageonherhead.

"ThedoctorsaidIcouldtakeoffthebandageonmy

headtomorrowandreplaceitwithanotherone"

"Yeahwewilldothattomorrowandifneedbewe

willapplyanotherone"

"We?Youspeakasifyoucandoit?

"YesIcan,IwaspartoftheRedCrossSocietywhile

IwasinUni."

"Really?Ididn'tknowthat"

"Yeah,therearesomanythingsyoudon'tknow

aboutme"



"Areyousureaboutthat?BecauseIhavereadalot

aboutyouonblogs"

"TrustmewhenIsay,youshouldn'tbelieve

everythingyouseeonsocialmediaplatforms,most

ofthosebloggersblowthingsoutofproportionjust

sotheycangeneratetrafficontheirwebsite"

"YeahtrueIrememberwhenyouwereincoma;one

ofthemwrotethatyouwerepoisoned,ifIdidn't

knowbetterIwouldhavebelievedit"

"Youcanimagine,ItakeeveryinformationIseeon

socialmediawithapinchofsalt"

"Youhaveapoint,sotellmeaboutyourselfJeffery

Ademola"



"HahahahahahahaIlikeitwhenyoucallmyname

likethat"

"Really?ThenIwillsayitagain;JefferyAdemola"

"Hmmmmmm,letmesee..ifyoucallitjustone

moretimeImightjusttellyoualittleaboutmyself"

"Little?Noyouwilltellmeeverythingabout

yourself"

"Inexchangeforwhat?"

"Howdoyoumean?"

"Wellwhatwillyougiveinexchangeforinformation

aboutJefferyAdemola?Idon'tcomecheapyou

know"



"Nothing"

"Igiveyounothingthen"

"Okayfineapeck?"

"Whatisthatsupposedtodoforme?"

"Mypeckisveryrefreshingyouknow?"

"NicetrybutIwillpass"

"OkayhowaboutIhelpyouwithyourlaundry?"

"VeryfunnyIhavesomeonewhoispaidtodothat,

besidesthereisnowayI'mlettingyoudoany



choresinthishouse"

"Howaboutakiss?"

"Hmmmmletmesee,thatcouldworkbutithasto

beafrenchkissthough?"

"Iguessit'sgoodnightthen,goodnightJeffery

Ademola"

Janestartedtocoverherselfwiththeduvet.

"Okayfine,Iwilltellyouaboutmyselfbutfirstlet's

getyouchangedintoyournightwear"

Jefferystoodup,wenttothewardrobeandbrought

outthebagscontainingthethingshehadbought

earlier.



"Excusemewhoarewe?"

"Ohsorry,Iforgotyoucanchangeintoyournight

wearyourself"

"Betterandpleasewipethatsmileoffyourface"

Janetookthebagsfromhimandproceededto

examinetheircontents.ShediscoveredJeffery

boughteverythingshewroteonthelistandeven

wentfurthertogetotherthingshefeltshewouldbe

needinganddidn'twriteonthelist.

"Howcomeyougotmeafacecleanser?BecauseI

didn'tputitonthelist,youevengotmeaface

moisturizer"

"WellInoticedyouwerebeingconservativewiththe



listwhenyouwerewritingit,soIdecidedaskthe

salesgirlattheshopwhatshewouldhaveneeded

thatwasn'tonthelistifshewasspendingthe

weekendatafriend'splace.

"Waityouwhat?Tellmeyouarejoking"

"NoI'mnot,shetoldmeeverythingIboughtthat

wasn'tonthelist"

"Butwhywouldyoudothat?"

"Iwantyoutohaveeverythingyouneedtobe

comfortablebabe,stopbeingconservativeandtell

mewhateveritisthatyouneed"

"ThanksandIwasn'tbeingconservativewiththe

list"



"Ofcourseyouwere,withthewayyouwerewriting

andcancellingthethingswritten"

Janepickedupalacymaterial,itwasalacylingerie.

"Whysosexy?"

"Idon'tunderstand,youwearsomethingdifferent

fromthis?"

"Well....notthissexyandrevealing"

"Ohno"

"What?"

"Don'ttellmeyouwearboringlingeries?"



"NoIdon't,besidesthereisnosuchthingasa

boringlingerie"

"Youjustconfirmedityourself,youwearboring

lingeries,okayfineprovemewrong"

"What?No"

"WellIwilljusttakeitthatyouwearboringlingeries

then"

"Jefferystopit!"

"I'mverysuretheylookliketheonesmygrandma

usedtoputon"

"Jeffery!"



"I'mverysuretheywillbeboringand....."

BeforehecouldfinishhisstatementJanehithim

withapillow,hestartedtolaughandpickedup

anotherpillowandhitherwithit,theystarteda

pillowfightbothforgettingaboutJane'sinjury.

JustthenJaneshoutedandfellonthebed;Jeffery

panicked.

"Janeareyouokay?"

Noresponse.

"OhmyGod,Jane..Jane?

HeleanedclosertoherandJanestartedlaughing.



"WhatthehellJaneyouscaredme"

"That'sforcallingmylingeriesboring"

"Youalmostgavemeaheartattack"

"AwwnnnI'msorry"

Janesatupandpeckedhimonthecheek.

"It'salmosttwelveinthemorning,Isuggestwego

tobed"

"Butyouhaven'ttoldmeaboutyourselflikeyou

saidyouwould"

"Babyit'stwelvemidnight,IknowI'mcharmingand

allbutyouneedtogetsomesleep"



"Charming,whoeversaidanythingaboutbeing

charming?"

"I'mcharmingandyouknowit"

"Youwishyouwere"

"Areyousureaboutthat?"

"Absolutelysure"

"Okaythen"

Jefferystartedtotakeoffhisshirt.

"Jefferywhatareyoudoing?"



"Whatdoesitlooklike?"

"Pleaseputyourshirtbackon"

"WhywouldIdothat"

"Jefferyplease,okayfineyouarecharming"

"FunnyhowIonlyhadtotakeoffmyshirttomake

youadmitit"

"Mywantingyoutoputyourshirtbackoncanmean

eitheryourbodyisn'tappealingoritis"

"What,whichisit?"

"I'mnottelling"



"AreyousureorshouldItakeoffmyshort?"

"Fineit'sappealing"

Finallytheydecidedtogetsomesleep,afterJane

hadchangedintooneofthenightwearshebought

forher.Janeaskedhimtosleepwithheronthebed

asshewasscaredofbeingalone.

_______

*TenYearsEarlier*

Whentheyweredoneeating,Janejoinedthemin

washingthedishesandcleaningupthekitchen.By

10pm;theyweredonecleaninganddoingevery

otherchorethatneededtobedone,sothegirls

retiredforthenight.



Janewashappytofinallyhavesometimetorest.It

hasbeenaveryhecticdayandshecouldn'twaitfor

ittobeover.

Asshelaiddownonthebedsherememberedtheir

matronattheorphanageandhowbothofthem

usedtosituplateatnight,pickingoutpossible

universitiesJanewillattendafterwritingherjamb.

Nowthatdreamwillnevermaterialize;it'sgoingto

remainjustadream.Tomorrowsheisgoingto

becomeasalesgirlwhowouldneverknowthefour

wallsofauniversity.

"Janeyoucan'tstartcryingnow,youneedtobe

strongtearswilltakeyounowhere"sheadvised

herselfanddecidedtobehopeful.Whoknows

thingsmightturnaroundforthebettertomorrow.

Janehasn'tsleptforlongwhensheheardthedoor

toherroomopen;shesatuptoseeitwasMr

Okakorcomingintotheroom.Sheusedthebackof



herpalmtowipehereyessoshecanbefullyawake,

whatcouldMrOkaforbelookingforinherroomat

thistimeofthenight?

"Goodeveningsir"

"MysweetJane;howareyou?"

"I'mfinesir,istheresomethingyouwouldlikemeto

doforyou?"

"OhyesmysweetJanetherearelotsofthingsyou

aregoingtobedoingforme"

"Okay,whataretheysir?"

"Let'sstartwithyoutakingoffyourclothes,theyare

gettinginthewayofthings"



Janesatstill;confusednottrulyunderstanding

whatMrOkaforactuallymeant.

"SirIdon'tunderstandwhatyoumean"

"Whichpart?takeyourclothesoffbecauseIwantto

seebeneaththem"

"MrOkaforIdon'tunderstandwhatyouaredoingin

myroombythistime,pleaseturnaroundandleave

myroomnow"

"Hehehehehehehe,youhaveasmartmouth;wewill

putittogooduselaterbutfornowtakeoffyour

clothesyouarewastingtime"

"No!"



"Stubborn,Ilikethat"

MrOkaforturnedandlockedthedoor;whenJane

noticedthis;shejumpedoffthebedandrantothe

doorbutshewasn'tquickenough;MrOkaforhad

lockedthedooralreadyandhadthekeyinhis

hands.

"Notsofastlittleone,nowforthelasttimetakeoff

yourclothes.Don'tmakemedoitbecauseyou

won'tlikeit"

"MrOkaforpleaseIbegyoudon'tdothis,I'mold

enoughtobeyourdaughter"

"Butyouarenotmydaughter,stopactinglikeyou

haven'tdoneitbefore"



"Ihaven't,pleaseIpromisenottodisobeyyouor

questionyourauthorityonanyotherthingbut

pleasedon'tdothis"

"YouaredoingexactlythatmysweetJane,youare

disobeyingme,takeoffyourclothesandIpromise

tobegentlewithyou"

"Pleasedon'tdothis"

"YouaregoingtoloveitIpromise,youwillthankme

laterforthis"

MrOkaforpushedJanetothebed,coveredher

bodywithhis;shescreamedatthetopofherlungs

hopefullyMrsOkafororoneofthegirlsmighthear

andcometoherrescue;shescreamedallshecould

butnooneseemedtohearher.



MrOkaforoverpoweredher;toreherclothesand

rapedher.Whenhewasdone;hestoodupfromthe

bed,puthisclothesbackonandlefttheroom

withoutsayingawordtoher.

Janelaidonthebedcrying,shecriedtillshehadno

morestrengthtocry.

.

.

Whatawickedword....
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ThenextmorningDamicameintoherroom

carryingabucketofhotwater,Janetriedstanding



upbutshefeltsosorealloverherbody,she

couldn'tmovesoshelaid-backdownonthebed.

"It'salready5am,youhavetostandupandget

readybeforeMrOkaforwakesup"

"Ican't,allmybodyachesbadly,herapedme"

"It'salwayslikethatthefirsttime,butyoustillhave

tostandup"

"Waityouknewhewasgoingtodothistome,you

knewandyoudidnothing?"

"There'snothingIorPeacecouldhavedone,he

doessamethingtouseveryothernight"

"Hewhat;howcomenoonehasdoneanything



aboutit?"

"Soonyouwillunderstandwhywecan'tdo

anything"

Damiwentintothebathroomandkeptthebucketof

hotwater,shecameoutofthebathroomandwent

toJaneonthebed,pulledoffthesheetsshewas

usingtocoverherself.

"Comeonlet'sgetyoucleanedup,youwillbefine

onceyouhaveawarmbathandtakesomepain

killers"

Janeburstintotears,DamiplacedJane'sheadon

herlapsandtriedsoothingher.

"Idon'twantpainkillers,IwanttogobackhomeI

wantmymother"



Damifeltthelittlegirl'spain,shefeltsotoowhen

shearrivedhereforthefirsttime.Shedidn'tknow

whattodoorhowtogoaboutitbackthen.

"Iknow,IwishIcouldgobackhometoobutIcan't,

noneofuscan;somydearwehavetoacceptour

fate"

DamiledJanetothebathroomandhelpedherto

cleanupandgetpreparedfortheday'sbusiness,

beforetheyleftforthesupermarket;shegaveJane

somepainkillersandanaftermorningpill.

"Iknowthisredoneasapainkillerbutwhatisthis

otheronefor?"

"It'sanaftermorningpill"



"What'sthat;whatdoesitdo?"

"It'stopreventpregnancy"

"AmIgoingtogetpregnant?GodpleaseIdon't

wanttogetpregnant"

Janebrokedownintoanotherepisodeoftears.

Damipulledherintoahugandpattedherback.

"Noyouwon'tgetpregnant"

"Areyousure?"

"Yes,nowtakethepills"

Janetookthepillsobediently.By5:55amthegirls

wereassembledatthesittingroomwaitingforMr



Okafortocomegivethemdirectivesfortheday.

Byexactly6amMrOkaforcameoutofhisroom

fullydressedandreadytogotothesupermarket.

ThemomentJanesawhim;sheremembered

everythinghedidtoherlastnight,herfirstinstinct

wastolungeathim,thankfullyPeacewasstanding

byhersideandquicklynoticedwhatJanewas

abouttodo;shestoppedherintime.

MrOkaforactedindifferenttoher,heactedlike

nothingeverhappened.

"Iseveryoneready?Janeyouwillbegoingwithme

tothesupermarketatthemainmarket,therestyou

knowwheretoreport"

"Idon'twanttogowithyou,Idon'twanttobeany

wherenearyou;youdisgustme"



"Whatdidyousay?"

"IsaidIdon'twant...."

Janewasn'tdonewhenshereceivedahardslapon

hercheek.

"Thatwasn'tupforadebateyouidiot,thenexttime

youtalkbackatme,youwillbegettingmorethan

justaslaponthecheek,I'msureyouknowwhatI

mean"

.

.

"Thatbastardrapedyou?Whatthehell!"

ItwasaSaturdayafternoon;JaneandJefferywere

sittinginhisgazebobyhisswimmingpoolenjoying

somefreshairwhileJanetoldhimofherencounter

attheOkafors.



"Jefferypleasecalmdown"

"Calmdown,didyoujustsaycalmdown?Aman

rapedyouandyouareaskingmetocalmdown?I

can'tbelievethis"

"Yousee,thisisthereasonIneverwantedtotell

youinthefirstplace"

"WellthankGodyoudid;becauseI'mcertainly

goingfindthatsonofabitchandkillhimmyself"

"Woah,somuchforpromisingtoprotectmeagainst

thosewhoareafterme"

"Butbabethat'sexactlywhatI'mdoing;protecting

you"



"Noit'snot,thisisyoudiggingupthepast,taking

revengeandthenhavingitcomebacktohauntme"

"ButbabeI.."

"Pleasestopalready,please....Ibegyou"

Jefferycouldn'tunderstandwhyshewouldn'tlet

himfishoutthebastardwhorapedheranddeal

withhimaccordingly,atleasthedeservestohavea

tasteofhisownmedicine.Hebelievesnorapist

shouldeverbeallowedtolive,whyshouldyouforce

yourselfonawomanwhenthereareamillionand

onewomenouttherewhowouldbewillingtohave

sexwithyouatlittleornocost.

"Jeffery!Haveyoubeenlistening?"



"Yesbabewhatwasityousaid?"

"Promisemeyouwon'tdoanythingaboutwhatI

justtoldyou"

Silence

"Jeffery?"

"IwillpretendIdidn'thearanythingyoujustsaid"

"Jefferyplease"

"Babyaskmeforanything,acar,ahouse,a

vacationtoanypartoftheworld,orashopping

spree,anythingbutnotthis,it'sanono"

"Don'tyouevenwanttoheartherestofthestory

beforetakinganyaction?"



"BabeI'msorry,pleasegoonwithyourstory"

"Ontheconditionthatyouwon'tgolookingforMr

Okafor'sfamily?"

"Fine"

"Jeffery?"

"Ipromise,Iwon't"

"Thatwastooeasy,Idon'tbelieveyou"

"Icrossmyheart"

.

.



*TENYEARSEARLIER*

"Janeforthelasttimetakeoffyourclothesnow!"

"MrOkaforpleaseyouneedtostopthisthingyou

dotomeeverynight,it'snotniceIcouldbeyour

daughterforallyouknow"Janesaidamidsttears.

MrOkaforburstintolaughter.

"Areyoudonetalking?Nowforyourinformation

youarenotmydaughter,Icanneverhaveawretch

likeyourselfasadaughter.Nowstopstressingme

andtakeoffyourclothes"

MrOkaforgotclosertoJane;shekeptmovingaway

fromhimtillshegottothedoorofherbathroom;

sheraninsideandlockedherself.



"Jane!Openthisdoornow"

"Nogoaway,pleaseleavemealone"

"Janeopenthisdoornow,ifIforceitopenmyself

I'mgoingtopunishyouseverely"

Hekickedthedoorseverallybutitwon'tbudge.

Afterseveralminutesoftryingfruitlesslytoopen

thebathroomdoor,hefinallygaveupandlefther

room.

Janewasgladtobeleftalone,it'sbeentwomonths

sinceshestartedlivingwiththeOkaforsandMr

Okaforhasmadeitapointofdutyto****herat

least3nightsinaweeksometimesevenmore.She

wasonlyfreethenightshewassleepingwithany

oftheothergirls.



Whensheaskedthemifhiswifewasawareofhis

actions,thegirlsconfirmedshewasverymuch

awarebutcouldn'tdoanythingaboutitbecause

therewasatimewhenshegotfedupandreported

himtothepolice;hegotherfatherkidnappedand

torturedseverelyuntilshedroppedthecharges

againsthim.Soshejustplaysalongtoavoidany

harmbefallinganymemberofherfamily.

Janesleptonthecoldfloorofthebathroomthat

night,atleastshehadpeaceforthatnightwhatever

theconsequencesofheractionswereshewas

goingtofaceitinthemorning,butfirstsheneeded

tosleep.

ThenextmorningJanewokeuptosomeone

bangingatthedoorofherbathroom,atfirstshe

wasscaredofopeningitforshethoughtitwasMr

Okafor,untilsheheardDami'svoice.

"Janeopenup,it'sDami"



Janeopenedthedooronlyafractionandpeekedto

seeifDamiwasalone.

"It'sjustme,comeout"

"Areyousure?"

"Yes,Ithinkthatshouldbetheleastofyourproblem,

MrOkaforisthreateningfireandbrimstone,thelast

timehewasthisangrywaswhenhiswifereported

himtothepolice"

Janecameoutfromthebathroomshiveringwith

coldfromsleepingonthecoldtilesofthebathroom.

Damiledhertothebedforhertosit.

"Whathappenedlastnight?"



"Ididn'tallowhimtosleepwithme"

"Youwhat,wasthatwhyyousleptinthe

bathroom?"

Janenodded.

"MyGod,Janewhywouldyoudothat?Nobody

saysnotoMrOkafor"

"DamiIgottired,I'mtiredofallofthis,aren'tyou?"

"Iam,butthere'slittleanyofuscando"

"Whatifwerunaway?Wecouldtalktoonehis

customersatthesupermarketsoneofthemmight

beabletohelp"



"Runawaytowhere?MrOkaforishighlyconnected,

wewon'tbegoneforlongbeforewegetcaught.

Thelastgirlwhotriedbeingfriendlywitha

customer,gotkilledinhersleep"

"What?Youarejokingright?"

"NoI'mnot,wewokeuptoseeshehasbeen

stabbedonherneck,itwasasilentmessagetothe

restofus"

"TheremustbeawayoutofthisDami,wehaveto

findawaytogetoutplease"

"Andwewill,Ipromisewewillfiguresomethingout,

butfornowyouhavetothinkofawaytofaceMr

Okafor"



"Ireallydon'tcare,hecankillmeifhewantsto,I'm

alreadydeadanyway"

"Shhhh.....Don'tsaythat,there'spowerinyour

tongue"

"I'mjusttiredDami"

"IknowdearI'mtiredtoo,everythingwillbefine.

NowgotakeyourbathandpreparetofaceMr

Okafor"

"Iwillbutfirstletmecomeand.."

"Don'tworryabouthelpingwiththechores,Iand

Peacecandothem,gotakeyourbathandputon

somewarmclothes"



Janetookherbath,hadherclothesonandjoined

thegirlstoassembleinthesittingroomby5:55am

liketheyalwaysdid.By6:00amMrOkaforcame

intothesittingroomfullydressed,hegave

everyonedirectivesforthedayanddismissedthem.

Itwasevidenthewasangry,yethesaidnothing

regardinglastnight'sincidence.

Bytheendoftheday;whentheydonesellingatthe

supermarket,MrOkaforhasn'tstillsaidanything

regardingwhatJanedidthepreviousnight.

Janejoinedthegirlstopreparedinner,whenitwas

timetosleepJanegottoherroomtodiscoverthe

doortoroomhasbeenpulledoutsamegoesforher

bathroomdoor.ItdawnedonherMrOkafordiditso

shewouldn'thaveanymeanstolockhimout.

Shedecidedtogohaveherbathandprepareforher

punishmentfromMrOkafor.



ShewassteppingoutofthebathroomwhenMr

Okaforandhissonwalkedintoherroom.

.

.

Hopeyou'renotangrywhenreadingthisepisode

andthelastline?Ifyes,pourouturanger...
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Janestoodconfused,wonderingwhyMrOkafor

wouldcomeintoherroomwithhisson.

Eversinceshecameintothehouse;theyhaveonly

saidfewwordstoeachother,mostofwhichwere



marepleasantriesexchangedbetweenthemselves.

SheevengottoknowhisnamefromDami.

"JanemyJane,youthoughtyouweresmartright?

youthoughtyoucouldgetridofmesoeasily"

MrOkaforwalkedclosertoJanewitheachwordhe

spoke,shekeptmovingbackwardstillshegotto

thedoorofthebathroom,herfirstinstinctwasto

runinandlockthedoorlikeshedidlastnight;but

thensherememberedMrOkaforhadthedoor

removedearlier.

"Youmustbeveryproudofyourself,youmustbe

thinkingyououtsmartedmeright?"

JanefeltsovulnerablestandinginfrontMrOkafor

withnothingbutalittletowelwhichbarelycovered

herbutt.Hissoncouldn'tseemtotakehiseyesof

herchest,hekeptusinghiseyestofollowherevery



move.

"Goon,runintothebathroomandclosethedoor"

"MrOkaforIamverysorryforwhatIdidlastnight,I

promiseIwillneverdoitagain"

"Ofcourseyouwon'tdoitagainbecausebythe

timeI'mdonewithyou,youwillwishyouneverdid

whatyoudidlastnight,Jamesgether"

"MrOkafor,don'tdothis"

MrOkafor'ssoncamecloserandtriedcarryingher,

sheslappedhishandsoff,onhisnextattempt,she

punchedhimintheface.Hegroanedinpainand

leftheralone.



"Barelyaminuteagoyouwerebeggingfor

forgiveness,nowyoujustaddedtoyoursins"

MrOkaforgotcloserandcarriedheronhis

shoulderstothebed,Janekeptbegginghimbuther

pleasfellondeafears.Hedroppedheronthebed

andpinnedherdownwithhishands.

"Youshouldn'thavedonethatJane,youshouldn't

havepunchedmyson,Jamesgetmethoseropes"

Hissongotouttheropesfromhispocketand

handedthemovertohisfather.

"MrOkaforpleasedon'tdothis,Ibegyouinthe

nameofwhateveryouholdsacred,don'tdothis"

MrOkafortooktheropesfromhissonandasked

himtoholdJanewhilehestartedtotieherhands



togetheraboveherhead,whenhewasdone,hetied

eachofherlegstothebedpost.

"IfyouhadlistenedtomewhenIbeggedyouto

openthedoorlastnight,noneofthiswillbe

happening"

Whenhewasdonetyinghertothebed,he

proceededto****her.Janecriedandscreamedin

pains,hercriesdidn'tstopMrOkafor.

Whenhewasdonerapingher,heaskedhissonto

takeover.Theybothtookturnsinrapingherthat

night,bythetimetheyweredone;shehadfainted.

ThenextmorningJanewokeuptoseeDamisitting

byherside,shenoticedDamihadtearsinhereyes.

Shetriedtospeakbutitonlycameoutasawhisper,

shehadlosthervoicefromherloudscreamsthe

previousnight.



"Justrelaxyoudon'thavetospeak"

Shenoticedintravenousdripwasfixedtoherleft

hand,shecouldn'trememberwhenorhowitwas

fixed.Damimusthavenoticedherconfusionfrom

thelookonherface.

"MrOkaforgothiswifetoexamineyou,afteryou

fainted.Shewastheonewhofixedthedriponyou"

Janedidn'tknowMrsOkaforknewanythingabout

medicine,thoughit'snotlikesheknewmuchabout

her,thewomanbarelyspeakstoanyofthegirls.

Janetriedspeakingagain;thistimeshewasableto

getthewordsout.

"IsMrsOkaforanurseoradoctor?"



"Sheisamedicaldoctorbutdoesn'tpractice

becauseMrOkaforwouldn'tallowher"

"Butwhy,whyishesocruel,whydoeshehaveto

ruinthelivesofeveryonearoundhim?"

"Hedoesn'twanthertopracticebecauseshewould

minglewithotherpeopleandMrOkafordoesn't

wantthattohappen"

AsDamispoke;Jane'shatredforMrOkafor

increased.Shewantednothingbuttocausehim

pain.

"Thatmanisverywickedand..."

"Enoughtalking,youneedtorest,thankfullyMr

Okafor'swifetoldhimtoleaveyoualoneforatleast



oneweeksoyoucanrecuperate"

"Really,didheagreetothis?"

"Ofhedid,it'snotlikehehasmuchofachoice

consideringthestateyouarein"

OnhearingthisJanestartedcrying,theyweretears

ofJoy,shefeltsorelievedknowingMrOkaforwas

goingtoleaveheraloneforthenextoneweek,but

herJoywasshortlivedwhensheremembered

DamiandPeacearegoingtobehismaintarget.

"WhatisitJane;whythelongfaceallofasudden?"

"Nothing"

"Jane?Bynowyoushouldknowbetterthantolieto



me"

ForthepastthreemonthsthatJanehasbeenliving

withtheOkafors;shehasbecomereallycloseto

Damiwhohastakenoverthepositionofanelder

sisterinJane'slife.Damiwasseniortoherwithfive

years.

"It'snothing,besidesyouaregoingtosayI'm

gettingworriedaboutnothing"

"Sayitanyway"

"I'mjustthinking,MrOkaforisgoingtofocushis

attentionmoreonyouandPeace"

"Andso?"



"I'mworriedforyouboth"

"Youshouldbemoreworriedaboutgettingbetter,

don'tworryaboutuswecanhandleMrOkafor"

"Yesma,whereisPeace?"

"Nowthatyoujustmentionedher,Ineedtojoinher

inthekitchenandhelppreparedinner,Iwillseeyou

whenIgetyourfood"

"Alright,thanks"

DamileftJanetogoassistPeaceinthekitchen.

Laterthateveningtheybothcametospendsome

timewithherbeforegoingtotheirrooms.That

samenight,beforeJaneslept,MrsOkaforcameto

checkonherandaskhowshewasfeeling,Jane

noticedthewomancouldn'tlookherintheface,



obviouslyshewasashamedofherhusband's

actions.

TheweekpassedfasterthanJanewanteditto,if

onecouldholdthehandsoftimeshewouldhave

doneit,becausesheknewthenextweekMrOkafor

willbebacktorapingher.Throughouttheperiodof

herbedresthenevershowedupinherroom.

Theeveningherbedrestwastoend,Janewas

abouttosleepwhensheheardaloudscream

comingfromPeace'sroom.Shestoodupfromher

bedandrantocheckwhatcausedthescream.

Whenshegotthere,Peacewaslyingonthefloorin

apoolofblood,Damiwaskneelingbesideherin

tears.

"Damiwhathappened,whyisPeacebleeding?"



"GoandcallMrOkaforquickly"

JaneranasfastasherlegscouldcarryhertoMr

Okafor'sroom.Shebangedonthedoorseverally

beforeMrOkaforcameoutlookingnottoopleased

withJanefordisturbinghissleep.

"Whatisit?"

"Youneedtocomequickly,Peaceisbleeding"

"Isthatwhyyoucametodisturbmysleep?Goback

tosleeptomorrowIwillgoandgethersomedrugs".

HetriedtoclosethedoorbutJanestoppeditfrom

closingwithherrightleg.

"Shehaslostsomuchblood,tomorrowmightbe



toolateforherplease"

MrOkaforpausedforamomentthinkingabout

whatJanesaidthenhereplied;

"GoIwillbetheresoon"

"Thankyou"

Janeranbacktotheroom,Damiwasstillcrying,

shewipedherfacewhenJanecamein.

"Haveyoucalledhim?"

"Yesheiscoming,whathappenedtoher?"

"Shehadanabortion"



"Idon'tunderstand?"

"ShegotpregnantandMrOkaforgaveherabortion

pills,sheoverdosedit"

"OhmyGod,willshedie?"

"Idon'tknowJane,Idon'tknowpleasepraytoGod

tosaveher"

ThiswasthefirsttimeofJaneseeingDamicry,the

sightofPeaceinthepoolofherownbloodterrified

Jane,soshestartedtosaytheLord'sprayer;that

wastheonlyprayersheknew.

FewminuteslaterMrOkaforwalkedinwithhiswife

behindhim,shehadastethoscopearoundherneck.



JaneandDamisteppedasidetogiveherroomto

examinePeace.ShekneltclosetoPeaceandfelt

forapulse.

Theroomwassilent,theyallheldtheirbreath,as

sheexaminedPeace.

"I'mafraidIcan'tfeelherpulse"

"Whatdoyoumeanbythat?"MrOkaforasked.

Therewasadeafeningsilenceintheroom,all

scaredoffindingoutwhatshemeant.

"Sheisdead!"

WATCHOUTFOREPISODE22
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*THEPRESENT*

It'sbeenoveraweeksinceJane'saccident,andher

woundshavealmostcompletelyhealed.Shewas

stillstayingatJeffery's,heinsistedshestayedtill

thedoctorclearshertoresumework.Hestill

doesn'tallowhertoclimbthestairsherself;he

alwaysinsistsoncarryingheranytimesheisto

takethestairs.Janeisbeginningtothinkhejust

derivespleasureincarryingher.

ItwasonaFridaymorninganditwasJeffrey's30th

birthday;Janealwaysmarvelsattheheighthehas

attainedathisage,it'sawonderheisn'trudeand

haughtylikemostpeoplehisagewhohavesuch

amountofachievementswouldbe.



HewasstilllyinginbedwhenJanegotup.She

snookoutofbedearlyenoughtopreparehim

breakfast.

Evenafterhishousekeepercleaneduptheguest

room;adayafterJanereturnedfromthehospital,

Jefferystillfoundawaytocajoleherintosleeping

inhisroom,withthepromiseofnotmakingany

sexualadvancestowardsherandsofarhehas

beentruetohiswords.Shenoticedshesleptbetter

whenonsamebedwithhimandshehasn'thadany

episodeofhernightmareslikeshefearedshe

wouldifshestartedtalkingaboutherpast.Thereis

thisfeelingofpeaceshehaswhensheiswithhim;

shealwaysfeelssecured.

"OhGodwhatishappeningtome?I'mnot

beginningtofallhimoramI?"



Shegotnoresponse,butthewhizzingsoundofthe

kettleonthegascooker,lettingherknowthewater

inithasboiled.

Shepreparedomelettealongwithsomebread

toastsandacupoftea.Shewasgoingtosurprise

himwithabreakfastinbedthoughtherewasa

biggersurpriseawaitinghimlaterintheeveningat

hishouse,hisfriendsMichaelandDelehasa

surprisepartyplannedforhimandJaneisgoingto

assistthemintrickinghimoutofthehousesothe

eventplannercancomeinandsetuptheplacefor

thesurprisebirthdayparty.

JanecameintoJeffrey'sroomwiththetray

containingthemealshejustprepared.

Hewasstillsleeping,sheplacedthetrayonatable

bythesideofthebed.Sheclimbedonthebedto

wakehimup;helookedsoadorablesleepingonhis

tummywithhisrighthandplacedunderneathhis



tummyandhislefthandunderneaththepillow.

Janecouldn'tbutsmileatthechildishlookonhis

faceasheslept.Witheachpassingdayher

likenessforhimkeepsgrowingstronger,shekeeps

tryingtopushthefeelingsawayandtheyalways

comebackdoubled.

Shebentovertohaveacloserlookathim,justthen

hegrabbedherwaistandshefellonhim,shetried

protestingbutthenhegaveherasoftkissonher

lips,sheraisedherheadtolookathim;hewas

smiling.

"Goodmorning,Ididn'tknowyouwereawake?"

"Goodmorningtoyoutoopumpkin,Iwokeupafew

minutesagobutwastoolazytostandup"

Hisvoicewashoarsefromjustwakingupfrom

sleep,itmakemadeJanewanttokisshimagain.



"Howwasyournight?"

"Itwasawesome,IfeelsotiredIdon'twanttoget

up"

"OhsorrybutyouwillhavetogetupbecauseI

preparedyoubreakfast"

Janegotthetraycontainingthefoodandplacedit

onthebed.

"Wowbreakfastinbed,that'snicewhatarewe

celebrating?"

"Happybirthday"

"Youremembered?"



"OfIremembered,Icouldn'tforgetevenifIwanted

to"

"Thissmellsnice,noonehaseverservedme

breakfastinbedbefore

"Areyouserious?"

"Yes"

"Likeeverever?"

"Nope,whydoyouseemsuprised?"

Janewassurprisedtohearhimsayhehasnever

beenservedbreakfastinbedbefore,becauseshe

thoughtittobesomethinghewouldbeusedto,



probablyfromhisexgirlfriendsorevenmaids.

"Nothing,justeatyourfood"

Heopenedtheplateandwhenhesawit'scontents

hesmiled.

"Comehere"

Hepulledherinforakiss,thistimeitwasaslow

andpassionatekisswhichteasedJane'ssenses.

Whentheypulledapart,Janetriedspeakingbut

couldn'tfindhervoicesoshehadtoclearherthroat,

thismadeJefferysmileobviouslyawareofwhathe

wasdoingtoher.

"Doyouhaveanythingplannedfortoday?"



"Emmmmnotreally,justafewofficeworkIneedto

tidyup,Ihadmysecretaryclearupmyschedulefor

today,Ijustwanttodonothingbutrest"

"Onyourbirthday?Youwouldtokeepthatrestfor

laterbecausewearegoingoutonceyouaredone

withwork"

"Really,wherearewegoing?"

"That'sasuprisesoeatupandgettoworkforwe

aregoingout"

"Yesyourhighness,someoneislearningtobe

bossy"

"Iamlearningfromthebest"



Janewatchedhimasheatehisfood.

"Aren'tyougoingtojoinme?"

"NoI'mgood"

Hetookaforkfulofomeletteandfedher.

"Herehavesome"

"NoI'm...."

"Don'teventhinkofobjectingjustopenup"

Theyendedupeatingthefoodtogether.Whenthey

weredone,Jefferyinsistedondoingthedishes

evenwithJane'sprotects.



"Whywon'tjustyouallowmetodothedishes?"

"YoupreparedthemealsoIhavetoassistwiththe

dishes"

"Itruinsthewholepurposeofthebirthdaytreatyou

know?"

"Istillinsistondoingthedishes"

WhenJefferywasdonewiththedishes,Jane

insistedhestartsworkingimmediatelysohecan

finishontimeforthemtogoout.

By12noon,JanewentintooneoftheroomsJeffery

convertedintohishomeoffice,sheopenedthedoor

afractionandpeeped,Jefferywasbusytyping

awayonhislaptop,hewaslookingallserious.Jane



walkedinandstoodinfrontofhistable,hestill

didn'tnoticeher,soshewentandsatonhislaps.

"BabyIamalmostdoneIwillbewithyoushortly"

"It's12noonalready,yousaidsamethinganhour

ago"

"Iknow,I'msorryIpromiseIwillbewithyousoon"

Janeplacedherheadonhischestwhilehetriedto

stilltypeonhislaptopwithheronhislaps.

"BabyyouknowIcan'tconcentratewithyouonmy

laps"

"Doyouwantmetostandupthen?"



"Nononodon't,Iwantyouhere,I..."

Janeshuthimupwithakiss,itwasateaseatfirst

thenitprogresedintoaslowanddelicatekissand

thensheteasedhislowerlipandnibbledonit,just

whenhewasabouttotakepossessionofthekiss,

shepulledback.

Janesmiledathimandasked;"areyoustillbusy?"

"NoIamdonefortheday"

"Ithoughtasmuch,Ihaveeverythingwewillbe

needingalreadypackedsopleasegogetreadyso

wecanleave"

"Youareyettotellwhereexactlywearegoing?"



"It'sasurpriseremember?Tellingyouisgoingto

ruinthewholepointofthesurprise"

"Youamazemeyouknow?"

"Howdoyoumean?"

"Youactingallniceandall"

"AmInotsupposedtobenice?"

"YouknowwhatImean,thewayyouhavebeen

actingthispastweekdoesthatmeanwearedating

now?"

Janetriedstandingupfromhislapsbutheheldher

downwithhishands.



"Janeyoudon'thavetorunawayanytimeIbringup

thistopic,it'sokayifyoudon'twanttotalkaboutit"

"I'mnotrunningaway,it'sjustIthinkyouwouldn't

wanttodatemewithmyvicouspast"

"Ireallydon'tcareaboutit,youareallIcareabout"

"Youjustwaituntilyouheartheendofmystory".

.

.

"Ican'trememberthelasttimeIcametothebeach,

thanksforthisJane"

Janehadtakenhimtothebeachforhisbirthday,

theyweresittinginoneofthegazebomadeof

thatchwhiletheywatchedthewaterwaves.



"AreyouseriousbutIthoughtyourfamilyownsa

beachhouse?"

"It'sactuallyminebutit'sbeenawhileIwentthere

last"

"Whythendidyougetitinthefirstplaceifyou

aren'tgoingtouseit?"

"Idon'tknow,itfeltlikeareasonablethingtodo

backthenIguess"

Janeservedhimoneofthesandwichesshehad

packed,shenoticedhealwaystendstooverwork

himself;itwasasifhewastryingtoproveapointto

someone.

"Iguessbeingrichgivesyoutheleverageofbeing

abletobuythingsatthespurofthemoment"



"Yousoundlikeyouhavesomethingagainstbeing

rich?"

"OfcourseIhavenothingagainstbeingrich''

''Okaysowhatisthebut?''

''Inoticedyoutendtooverworkyourself,it'sasif

youaretryingtoproveapointtosomeone''

''YeahI'mtryingtoproveapointtomyfather''

''Whydoyouneedtodothat?''

''WhileIwasgrowingup,wenevergotalonghe

alwayssaidIwouldamounttonothing''



''That'swhyyoukeepoverworkingyourselfjustto

proveapointtohim?''

''Yeah,IknowIshouldn'tbutIjustcan'thelpit''

''I'msurehesaidthosethingsoutofanger,you

shouldn'tallowthattobeyourdrivingforce''

''YeahIknow''

''Promisemeyouwillstopoverworkingyourselfand

trytorestmore?''

"Ipromise,nowenoughaboutmetellmewhatdo

youdoforfun?"

"Ireadbooks"



"JaneIsaidforfun,whoreadsforfun?"

"Ido,readingisactuallyfun"

"Woah,okaywhatelse?"

"Ilovetotryoutnewrecipes"

"Waitwhatareyou,missboring?"

"Cookingisfun,ithelpstorelievestress,youshould

tryitsometimes"

"Haveyoueverheardofpartyingorclubbing?"

"Idon'tlikeclubbingin-factIthinkit'sactually

overratedwhereisthefuninscreamingand

shoutingatthetopofone'slungs"



"Youmakeitsoundreallyhorriblewhenyouputit

likethat"

"That'showIseeit"

"Whatelseyoudoforfun,pleasedon'ttellme

writing"

Janestartedscratchingherearbecausehewas

actuallyright,shealwaysenjoyswriting,ithelpsher

togetthingsoffhermindasshetendstoputher

feelingsintowriting.

"Emmm.....youareactuallycorrect"

"Whenwasthelasttimeyouwenttoaclub?"



"Ihaveneverbeentoaclub"

"Areyouforreal,why?"

"Nothing,I'mjustscaredImightgethurtifIgo"

"Hasthisgotanythingtodowithyourexperienceat

theOkafors?"

Janenodded,Jefferyfeltanewsurgeofangerfor

thatfamily,theyseemtohavemanagedtoruin

almosteverythingforhisJane,heisdefinitelygoing

tomakethempay.EventhoughhepromisedJane

hewasn'tgoingtolookforthem,hedefinitelywas

goingtolookforthemandwhenhefindsthemthey

aregoingtopaydearly.

"WillyougoifItakeyou?Ipromisetobebyyour

sidethewholetime"



"IguessIcantry"

"Thankyou"

"For?"

"Trustingme"

"ItrustyouJefferyifIdidn'tIwouldn'tbestayingat

yourplace"

"Yeah,butsometimesthevibeyougiveoffisquite

different,whenItrytotouchyou,youactlikeI

repulseyou"

"Onthecontrary,youdon'trepulseme,Ifindyou

veryattractivebuteversincemyordealwiththe



OkaforsIhaveneverhadanysexualinvolvement

withanyone,Ican'tgetmyselftodosowithout

rememberingit"

"OhbabyI'msosorry"

Jefferyreachedoutandtookherhandshis,hegave

itasoftsqueeze.

"IpromisetowaittillwheneveryouarereadyI'mnot

goinganywhere,haveyoutriedseeingatherapist?"

"Yeah"

"Didithelp?"

"No,Ididn'tgothroughwithit"



"Whyisthat?"

"Duringoneofthesessions,mytherapist

hypnotizedandrapedme"

"Whatdidyoujustsay?"

"Yeahherapedme,soIstoppedgoing"

"Tellmeyouhadhimarrested?"

"NoIdidn't,ofwhatusewoulditbe?Reportinghim

wasonlygoingtoleadthepoliceintodigginginto

mypastandthenleadingtheOkaforstome"

"Babeyourreportinghimtothepolicestopshim

fromdoingittootherpatients"



"YeahIthoughtsotoobutthankfullyanother

patientofhiswhomhedidsamethingto,reported

himtothepoliceandhadhimarrested"

"Good,tellmehegotalifesentence?"

"Notreallybuthedidgetajailtermandhislicense

ceased"

"Good,verygood,I'msosorryforwhatyouhadto

gothrough''

''It'sfinenoneofitwasyourfault''

''SotellmehowdidyouleavetheOkaforsandwho

didyoukill?"

"Iwilltellyouthatbutnottoday,it'syourbirthdayI



don'twanttoruinitwithsadtales"

"Ifyousayso"

Theyspentthenexttwohoursatthebeach,Jeffery

crackedJaneupwithhischildhoodstoriesandhow

healmostgavehismotheraheartattackwhenhe

saidhewasgoingtobecomeamonk.Laterthey

joinedothercouplesatthebeachtoplayvolleyball

andothergames.Whenitwasevening,Jeffery

suggestedtheygobackhomebutJanewasyetto

getanysignalfromMichealandDeleforherto

bringhimhome,soshesuggestedtheygowindow

shoppinginstead.

"Janethisdresssoothesyou,itactuallybringsout

thecolorofyoureyes"

ItwasashortgreendresswhichJanefearedwas

goingtobetooshortonherandexpensivetoo.



Theywereinoneofthemostexpensiveboutiques

inLagos,rightfromthemomenttheywalkedin,

Janeknewcomingherewasamistakeas

everythingabouttheboutiquespokemoneyand

class.

"Iknowbutit'sjusttooexpensivebesidesthiswas

supposedtobeawindowshopping"

"Comeon,howaboutyoujusttryiton?"

"Okay..fine"

ThesalesgirlwhohasbeentryingtopersuadeJane

intotryingoutalmosteverydressonthehangers,

gladlyfollowedherintothechangingroom.

WhenJanesteppedoutofthedressingroomand

walkeduptothecouchwhereJefferywassitting;



sheheardamanwhowasshoppingwithhiswife

whistlesheturnedtoseethateveryoneintheroom

includingJefferywerestaringather.Atfirstshe

thoughtsomethingwasamisssosheturnedtothe

salesgirlwhowaswalkingbehindherandasked

whyeveryonewasstaringatthem.

"It'sbecauseyoulookgorgeousindress"

Itwasakneelengthbodyhuggingdresswhich

madeJane'sbreastsandhipsmoreprominent.

"Really,areyousure?"

"Yes,yourboyfriendcanconfirmit"

"Heisnotmy..youknowwhatnevermind"



Janewasabouttocorrectherabouther

relationshipwithJeffery,butthenwhowouldshebe

deceiving,herselforthesalesgirl?Shepractically

sleepsontheguy'sbed,theykisseachothergood

morningandgoodnighteveryday.Mostpeople

whoaredatingaren'teventhisclose.Shewould

havetodefinethisrelationshipnomatterhowlong

sherunsfromit.

WhenshewalkeduptowhereJefferywassitting;

hestoodgrinningfromeartoearlikeateenageron

hisfirstdate.

"Youaresotakingthisdressbabe"

"Butit..."

"Nobuts"



"Ithinkit'srevealingtoomuchcleavageandit's

shorttoo"

Jefferygotcloserandwrappedhishandsaround

herwaistthenbentandwhisperedinherears.

"ThosearethethingsIlovemostaboutthedress,

that'swhyyouaretakingit"

Janestoodshockedlookingathimwhilehewalks

awaytogopayforthedress,heturnedandwinked

her.ThismadeJaneblush.

WhileJefferywaspayingforthedress;Janegota

textfromDelelettingherknowshecanbring

Jefferyhomeastheplacewassetforhissurprise

birthdayparty.

Whenhewasdonepayingforthedress;theydrove



backtohishouse.

"Whyaretheresomanycarsparkedouthere,

what'sgoingon?"

"I'msurprisedmyselflet'sgoinandfindout"

Whentheywalkedin,thelivingroomwasdarkso

Jeffreyturnedonthelight.

"Surprise!"
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"Happybirthday!"

"OhmyGodIcan'tbelievethis,didyouknowabout

this?"

HeturnedtolookatJanewhowasstandingbehind

himsmiling,shenoddedinaffirmative.Justthen

hisparentswalkeduptohim,hismotherhugged

him.

"Happybirthdaymydarling"

"Mom,dadyoutwowerepartofthisalso?"

Hisfathercamearoundandpattedhimontheback.

"Happybirthdayson,DeleandMichaelwerethe

mastermindsweonlyplayedalong"



"Yourfatherhadtoliterallymonitormy

conversationswithyou,topreventmefromruining

thesurprise"

"Trustmeitwasn'taneasytaskgettingyourmother

tokeepthepartyasecret"

ThismadeJefferylaugh,heknowshismothertoo

wellandsheisnotoneknownforkeepingsecrets,

asamatteroffactifyouwantaninformationtoget

outveryquicklyjusttellherandeveryoneinthe

familywillhearofitinamatterofminutes.

WhiletheywereconversingJefferydecidedto

excusehimselfandsayhellotohisguests,just

thenhissisterEricaappearsfromthekitchen

carryingadisgruntledJonathanwholookslikehe

hasbeeninvolvedinatusslewiththecake,his

wholeshirtwasstainedwithcakeicing.The



momenthesawJefferyhisfacelitupandhe

startedtoprotestforhismothertoputhimdown

andwhenshedidheranintoJeffery'sarms.

"Jonathanhowareyou?"

"Fine"

"Idon'tthinkcarryinghimisagoodidea,heisgoing

tostainyourshirt,Icaughthimpokingthe

cupcakes"

"It'sfine,besidesIneedtochangeanyway"

"Happybirthday"

"Thankyou"



"Youarewelcome,whereisshehaven'tseenher?"

"Who?"

"YouknowwhoI'mtalkingabout,Janeofcourse

thegirlwhohascapturedmybrother'sheart"

"Shewasjusthereawhileago,probablyshemust

havegoneupstairs"

"Upstairs,doessheliveherenow?"

Jefferystartedtoitchhisearsknowinghehas

givenawaymoreinformationthanheintendedto,

hissisterknowsheneverbringsanygirlheis

involvedwithtohishome;inactualfact;theonly

girlhehasbroughtintohishomewashisexfiancee.

HishouseishisHavenandhedoesn'tlikebringing

girlsintoit.



"JefferyI'mwaiting,isJanelivingwithyounow?"

"Shh...Bringyourvoicedown,Idon'twantmom

hearing"

"Okaysorrybutyouhaven'tstillansweredmy

question"

"Yessomethinglikethatbutit'sjusttemporary

though,shewillbeleavingbySunday"

"Woahmybrotherissmitten"

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?NoI'mnot"

"Youshouldseeyourfacerightnow,youneverlet

anygirlcomeclosetoyourhousetalkmoreof



allowinghertostayover,howlonghasshebeen

hereanyway?"

"Howlonghaswhobeenwhere?"

Theybothturnedtoseetheirmotherbehindthem.

Jefferyknewhehadtopullhimselfoutofthis

conversationbeforehismothergetswindofwhat

theywerediscussingandstartsmakingwedding

plansonhisbehalf.

"Nothingmom,justsomethingIandEricawere

discussingIhavetosayhellotomyguestsIwill

seeyoutwoaround"

Jefferyexchangedpleasantrieswithhisguests

whichincludedsomestaffofhiscompany,hewas

discussingwithMichaelandDelewhenMicheal's

wifeAnitawalkeduptothem,sheisheavily

pregnantandduetogivebirthsoon.Theyareall



patientlyprayingforhertogivebirthsoonso

Michaelcanhavehislifeback.

"HappybirthdayJeffery"

"ThereyouareAnitaIwasjustaskingMichael

aboutyou"

"HmmmmmmmifIdidn'tknowbetterIwillsayyou

wereavoidingme"

"What?OfcoursenotwhywouldIavoidmybaby

sister?"

Truthbetoldhewasactuallyavoidingher,ever

sinceshegotpregnant;everyonearoundherwalks

oneggshellsastheydon'tknowwhattheywillsay

thatwilloffendherandJefferycouldn'thandleit

anymorewhenhermoodswingsbecametoomuch



sohestucktocallingheronthephoneinsteadof

visiting.

"Thenwhyhaveyoubeendecliningallmydinner

invitations,orwhyhaveyounotbeendroppingby

thehouselikeyouuseto?Anddon'teventhink

aboutsayingwetalkonthephonebecausetalking

onthephoneandseeinginpersonisdifferent"

"Emmmm….AnitayouknowIhavebeenverybusy

latelyevenDeleandMichaelherecanattesttoit"he

turnedtowherehisfriendswerestanding,for

backuponlytodiscovertheyhavedisappearedon

him,everyoneincludingherhusbandavoidedherat

theslightestopportunitytheygot.

"Toobusyforyourownbabysister?Youaregoing

tobeanunclesoonyoudon'twantmetellingyour

niecethatyouabandonedmewhenIwaspregnant

doyou?"



Thiswomansuredoesknowhowtoguilt-trip

someone.

"OfcoursenotAnita,alrighthowaboutItakeyou

outforlunchnextweeksoyoucanupdatemeon

thethingsIhavemissedaboutyourpregnancy?"

"Thatsoundsnice,Ihappentobefreeon

Wednesdayhowabout1pm?"

Hewashopingtotellherhewouldlookintohis

scheduleandgetbacktoherbutnowthatshehas

chosenatimeanddayhehastoclearhisschedule

tofitherinifhewantspeace.

"SureWednesdayworksjustfineforme,youlook

beautifulbytheway"



"Thankyou,letmenotholdyougoonandsayhello

toyourguestsIneedtopee"

JefferydecidedtolookforJaneinstead,hewas

scoutingforherwhenhissistercametoaskhimto

goandchange.

JanewaswithAmakainthekitchenoverseeingthe

caterersmakingsuretheguestsareproperly

attendedto.

"SoyouwouldberesumingworkonMonday?"

"YesssIhavemissedwork,Ican'twaittoresume"

"JaneyouaretheweirdestpersonIknow,whoon

earthsaystheymissedwork?"



"Dangote?"

"Whatever,whenareyoucominghome?Ireally

missyou"

"Areyousureyoumissmeoryoudon'thavewhoto

gossipwith?"

"OfwhatusewouldyoubeifIcan'tgossipwith

you?"

"You'retheworstfriendever"

"Thebestyoucaneverhaveyoumean?"

"Yeahrightbedeceivingyourself,thatremindsme

whydidn'tyoucomewithyourboyfriend?Youwere

supposedtointroducemetohimtoday"



"Webrokeup"

"Ohnowhathappenedthistime?"

''Whyareyousayingthistimelikebreakupisa

regularthingforme?''

''Hmmmmmmmmitactuallyis''Janesaidunderher

breath.

''Whatdidyousay?''

''Nothingtellmewhathappened?''

"HeisaMama'sboyandyouknowhowmuchIhate

goingoutwithMama'sboys"



"Soyoujustbrokethingsoffwithhimjustlikethat?"

"NoIwouldhavegonetotheNationalTVstationto

announceit"

"Youknowthat'snotwhatImean,Ithinkyoushould

havediscussedthingswithhimandseeifhe

changes"

"Change?Thatguycan'tchange,doyouknowhe

criesmummywheneverheachievesorgasm?"

"What?"

"SamethingIsaid,pleaseIratherremainsingle

thanbewithsomeonelikethat"

TheywerestilltalkingwhenDelewalkedintothe



kitchen.

"HeyDele"

"HiJanethanksforhelpingusputthistogether"

"IbarelydidathingyouandMichaeldideverything"

"Truebutstillitwouldn'tbeasurpriseifyouhadn't

helpedintakinghimoutofthehouse"

"Ifyousayso,meetmyfriendAmaka,Amakameet

DeleJeffery'sfriend"

AmakaandDelestoodstaringateachother,none

sayingaword.ThisgotJaneconfused.

"Haveyoubothmeteachotherbefore?"



"JaneyourememberwhenItoldyouandJeffery

someonesmashedmywindscreenwithastonelast

week?"

"Yes?"

"Wellyourfriendherehappenstobetheonewho

smashedit"

"What?Thatcan'tbetrue,Amaka?"

"Hesplashedmuddywateronmydressand

refusedstoppingtoapologize"

"Ididn'tknowIsplashedwateronyou,Iwas

actuallyinahurry"



"Wellthatdoesn'tchangethefactthatyousplashed

wateronmydress"

"WaitAmakahesplashedwateronyouandyou

thoughtitbesttosmashhiswindscreen?"

"Janeyouwon'tunderstand"

"Thenmakeme"

"Thisisnotthetimeandplace"

Deleclearshisthroattomakethemawarethathe

wasstillstandingthere.

"DeleIamtrulysorryformyfriend'sbehavior"

"It'sfineatleastIgotacompensationforher



actions"

"Whatdoyoumeanbythat?"Amakaasked

JustthenJefferywalksintothekitchenandwhisks

JaneawaysoDeleandAmakawereleftalone.

"I'msureyouwillbelookingforyourNational

IdentifyCardbynow?"

"Yeshowdidyouknow?"

"Wellyouhappentohavedroppeditthatdaywhen

yourbagfellduringourargument"

"Andyoutookit?"

"Yesofcourse"



"Handitback"Amakasaidstretchingoutherhand.

"Nopeyouknowwhattheysay;finderskeepers"

"Youhavetogiveitbacktome"

"Onlyononecondition"

"Whichis?"

"Idemandaproperapologyfromyou"

''Notonyourlife''

''Thenforgetaboutgettingitbackthen''

.



.

*SOMEHOURSLATER*

"Ihatethatguywitheveryfiberofmybeing"Amaka

saidasshewatchedDelegetintohiscartoleave,

hestillrefusedgivingherNationalIdentityCardto

herifshedoesn'tapologizetohimforsmashinghis

windscreenwhichshehasrefusedtodo.

"Amakacalmdown,besidesyoushouldn'thave

smashedhiswindscreeninthefirstplace,what

wereyouthinking?"

Thepartywasalreadydrawingtoacloseandmost

oftheguestsweregoneincludingJeffery'ssister

andherson.Thefewremainingguestswere

tricklingout.

"Janeyouwon'tunderstandIwasreallypissedat

thatguyforwhathedid"



"Angryenoughtosmashhiswindscreen?Inever

knewyoutobeviolent"

"Bia(meaningcome)auntygrammar,Ihavetobe

onmywaynow;oneofyoursexyguestwho

promisedtogivemearideisabouttoleave,let's

talkaboutthiswhenyoucomebacktothehouse"

"Maleorfemale?"

"DoIlooklikealesbian?Maleofcourse''

ShecameclosertoJaneandwhisperedinherear.

''Don'tturn,heistheguyingrayshirtstandingby

thedoor"

JaneturnedtolookinthedirectionAmakawas



referringto.

''Whatpartofdon'tturndidn'tyouunderstand?Now

hewillknowwearetalkingabouthim,thanksto

you''

"Amaka!Aren'tyoujustcomingoutofabreakup?"

"BabygirlthefactthatIbrokeupwithsomeone

doesn'tmeanIshouldstopliving,lifegoeson"

Janestooddazed;wonderinghowAmakagetsthe

energytojumpfromonerelationshiptoanotherand

stillmanagetoremainhappy.

"Closeyourmouthbeforeaflygetsin,your

boyfriendisheretogetyou"



JaneturnedtoseeJeffreycomingbehindher.

"HithereAmakaareyouleavingalready?"

"YeahJeffery,myrideawaits"

"Yourride?OhIdidn'tknowyouorderedUber

alreadyIwasabouttoaskmydrivertodropyouoff"

''Sheisn'tusing…..''

"Thatwon'tbenecessary,thanksanyway"Amaka

cutJaneshortbeforeshefinishedherstatement.

ShehuggedJaneandthenproceededtoleave

swayingherassassheleft.Whenshewasgone

JefferywrappedhishandsaroundJane'swaist.



"Heytherebeautiful,Imissedyou"

"Howdoyoumeanyoumissedme?Iwaswithyou

awhileago"

"Yeahbutnotfor"...kiss..."long"...kiss

"Stopitwestillhavesomeguestsaround"

"So?"

"Idon'twantthemgettinganyideas"

Jefferyturnedhertofacehim,heplacedhishands

onhershoulders.

"Heylookatme,Icareaboutyouandthat'swhat

mattersIreallydon'tcarewhatotherpeoplethink"



JanesightedJeffery'sparentscominguptothem

behindJefferysoshequicklyremovedhishands

fromhershoulders.

"Whatisit?"

"Yourparentsarecomingbehindyou"Jeffery

turnedtoseethem.

"Areyouguysleavingalready?"

"Yesmydarling,yourfatherneedstotakehis

medicationandresttoo."

Hisfatherlookedgrumpylikehewasbeingforced

togohome;eversincehewasdiagnosedwith

hypertension;hismotherhasalwaysmadeita

pointofdutytoremindhimtotakehismedications.



"Alright,thanksforcoming,goodnight"

"Goodnightdear,Janemydarlingthankyoufor

helpingtotrickhimawayfromthehouse"

"Youarewelcomema"

"AlrightJefferyweareoff"

Hisfathercameandpattedhimonthebackashe

alwaysdoes.

"Happybirthdayson,goodnight"

JaneandJefferysawthemofftothecarparkand

aftertheyweregone;theysaidgoodbyetothefew

guestsremaining.Theonlypeopleleftwerethe



cleanersfromtheeventcompanythatplannedthe

party.Whenitwasgettinglateandtheyweren't

donecleaningup;Jefferyaskedthemtogoand

comebackinthemorningtocontinuefromwhere

theystopped.

FinallyhewasalonewithJane,somethinghehas

beencravingsincethepartystarted,funnyhowhe

couldn'tstopthinkingaboutherwhenshewasn'tin

hissightandthefewminuteshespentwithher

duringthepartyseemedsoshort.

Whenhewalkedintothebedroom;Janehadjust

steppedoutoftheshower,shehadatowelwrapped

aroundherchest,shewassittingonthebedwith

herbacktohimwhilesheappliedalotiononher

body.

Hisfirstinstinctwastowraphishandsaroundher

waistandslowlytakethetoweloffherbodyand

helpherapplythelotiononherbody.Hewanted



nothingmorethantohavehishandsonherbare

body,hehasimagineditseverallywhatitwouldfeel

liketohavehishandsonherbreastsandfondle

them,ohhowhebadlywantstocaressherbody.

Hewasstilllostinthoughtwhenhisphonerang.He

tookitoutofhispockettoseeitwashismother

calling.

"HelloMomareyouguyshomealready?"

"Yesmydarling,whatiswrongwhydoesyour

breathseemuneven?"

"Momhowcanyoueventellthatfromoverthe

phone?I'mfine"

"Okayifyousayso,haveallyourguestsgone?"

"YesMom,hasdadtakenhismedicationnow?"



"Yeshehas,whatofJanehaveyougonetodrop

heroff?"

"Emmmmmm...."

"Jeffery!Don'ttellmeyouallowedthatyounglady

togohomeallbyherself?"

"Nomomshedidn't"

"Good,alrightletmeleaveyoutorest"

"GoodnightMom"

"Goodnightmyson"



Whenhewasdonewithhisphoneconversationhe

discoveredJanehadranintothebathroom,she

obviouslydidn'thearhimcomeinatfirst.Hewent

intotheclosettogethispyjamas,whenhegotout

Janewasalreadybackinthebedroom,shewas

sittingonthebedfullyclothedinherpyjamasand

wasapplyingsomethingonherface.

"What'sthatyoualwaysapplyonyourfaceevery

night?"

"It'slemonoil"

"Hmmmnice,haveIevertoldyouthatIlovetheway

youtakecareofyourskin?"

"Noyouhaven't,thankyou"

"Youarewelcome,whatdoyousayIbookaspa



appointmentforyoutomorrow,topamperyouup

fortheworkweekahead?"

"Nothankyou,youhavedoneenoughalreadyby

allowingmetostayhere"

"Ithinkyouheardwrongly,thatwasn'taquestion

I'msettinguptheappointmentanywaysogetready

tobepampered"

Withthatsaid;hewalkedintothebathroomand

closedthedoorbeforeshecouldsayanythingto

protest.

Whenhewasdonebathing,hecameoutofthe

bathroomwithatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist,

hetookthepyjamasheplacedonthebedandwas

abouttoputitonwhenJanecalledhim.



"Jeffwhatareyoudoing?"

"Whatdoesitlooklike?"

"Whywouldyouchangeherewhenyouhaveabig

closet?"

"JusthideyourfaceinthepillowwhileIchange

becauseI'mn'tdoingitelsewhere"

"Youaresoimpossible"

Janeturnedandputherfaceinthepillow,her

reactionmadeJefferylaugh.Whenhewasdone;he

jumpedonthebedthismadeJaneshriek.He

grabbedherwaistandtickledheruntilshelaughed

sohard;hereyesstartedtotearup.Jefferystopped

ticklingherandtheybothkeptquitestaringdeep

intoeachotherssoul.



"IreallywanttokissyouJane"

"ThenkissmeJeffery"

.

.
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Janeturnedandputherfaceinthepillow,her

reactionmadeJefferylaugh.Whenhewasdone;he

jumpedonthebedthismadeJaneshriek.He

grabbedherwaistandtickledheruntilshelaughed

sohard;hereyesstartedtotearup.Jefferystopped



ticklingherandtheybothkeptquitestaringdeep

intoeachotherssoul.

"IreallywanttokissyouJane"

"ThenkissmeJeffery"

Jefferyclaimedherlipswithhis;heexploredher

mouthwithhistongue.Hishandsstartedtodoit's

bidding;herunsthemthroughherbodyandasthe

kissingbecomesmoreintenseandurgentheslides

ahandintohertopandcupsherleftbreast.she

wasn'twearingabra,hefondledhernipple.This

causesJanetobreathehard,hestartedtounbutton

hertopthenshestopshim.

"Wehavetostop"

Jeffery'shandsfroze,helookeduptoseeshehada



staidlookonherfaceindicatingherseriousness.

"I'msorry"shesaidasshesatupandtriedtobutton

uphertop,herhandswereshakyanditmadeit

impossibleforher,Jefferysatupandhelpedher

withthebuttons.

"It'sfineyoudon'thavetoapologize,Iunderstand"

"Noyoudon'tunderstand,mylifeisscarredIdon't

thinkIcaneverbenormalanymore"

Hereyestearedupasshespokeandshebeganto

cry,Jefferytriedholdingherbutshewouldn'tlet

himtouchher,shekeptpushinghimaway.This

didn'tstophimsoitbecamemoreofastruggle

betweenbothofthem.

"Jeffleavemealone"



"BabyyouknowIcan't,notwithyoucallingmeJeff,

youknowhowmuchIloveitwhenyoucallmethat"

ThismadeJanesmile,finallysheallowedJefferyto

holdher.Hecarriedherandcradledheronhislaps

whileherestedhisheadagainsttheheadboardof

thebedandrobbedherhairgently.

"I'mgladIcanmakeyousmile"

"Whyareyoustillstickingaround?"

"Howdoyoumean?"

"AftereverythingItoldyouaboutmypast,whydo

youstillchooseme?"



"Wellforstartersyouhaven'ttoldmeeverything

aboutyourpast;youstillhaven'tfinishedyourstory

andasformestillstickingaround;Istillchooseto

stickaroundbecauseit'syouIwantI'mmore

concernedabouttheJanethatIhaveherewithme

thantheJaneofyesterday"

"Butourpastshaveimportantrolestoplayinour

futuredon'tthey?"

"Yesyoudohaveapoint,butthenyouhavetoask

yourselfifyouaregoingtoallowwhathappenedto

youinyourpasttoshapeyourpresentandroboff

it'sjoy?becausesweetiethefutureisnow"

"OhJeff,it'snotthateasy,Ireallytrybutit'snot

easy"

"Shh....I'mhereforyouokay?Youarenolongerin

thisalonewearegoingtogetthroughthistogether"



Sheraisedherheadtolookathim

"Howcanyoubesonice?"

Herquestionmadehimchuckle,hekeptrubbingher

hair.

"BecauseIwantto"

Theykeptquiteforawhile,theonlysoundinthe

roomwasthehummingoftheairconditioner.

Jefferyreallywantstohelpherovercomethefear

ofherpast,sohedecidedhewasgoinggetherto

seeashrink,atrustedoneofcoursebutfirsthe

needstoheartherestofherstoryaboutherstayat

theOkafors.

"Babe?"



"Yes?"

"Areyoureadytotellmeremainingpartofyour

storyaboutyourstayattheOkafors?"

"IguessIam"

.

.

*TENYEARSEARLIER.....Continue.....*

WhenMrsOkaforpronouncedPeacetobedead;

theyallstoodinshocknotquiteunderstanding

whatshemeant,thesilenceintheroomwasso

deafening;nonecouldsayaword.MrOkaforwas

thefirsttoregainhiscomposure.

"Areyousureofwhatyoujustsaid?Checkand

confirmagain"



"I'mverysure,hereisthestethoscopesoyoucan

confirmitforyourself"

MrsOkaforthrewthestethoscopeatherhusband

whoquicklyduckedtoavoiditfromhittinghisface.

"Haveyoulostyourmind?Youcouldhaveinjured

mewiththat"

"DidyoujustaskifIamoutofmymind?OhyesI

amoutofmymind;Ilostitthemomentyoustarted

withthisyourfleshlyobsession"

"Calmdown,youareshoutingandit'slate"

"Nowyouwantmetocalmdown?WhenIbegged

youtostopthisyourobsessionofrapingyoung

girlsdidyoulisten?Ofcourseyoudidn'tinsteadyou



decidedtotorturemyfamilymembersallinthebid

togetmetokeepquiet"

"Ndidi,I'mwarningyouforthelasttimekeepquiet"

"Orwhat?Whatwillyoudothatyouhaven'tdone

alreadyorareyougoingtokillmelikeyoudidto

thisyounggirl?"

JaneandDamistoodwatchingthesceneunfold

beforethem,eversincetheyhavebeenlivingwith

theOkafors,neverhasMrsOkaforraisedhervoice

atherhusbandinsteadshewasalwaysagreeingto

hiseverywhimanddemandwithoutquestioning

anyofthem.

"Iwillattendtothismadnessofyourslaterbutfor

nowweneedtodisposeoffthisbody"



Itwaswhenhementionedit,JaneandDamicame

backtoreality;Peacewasdead!Andimmediately

theyrememberedthat;waterworkswerereleased

andtheybothstartedwailinguncontrollably.Mrs

OkaforstormedoutoftheroomleavingMrOkafor

withthegirlsandthebody.

"Stopitnowthebothofyou,cryingwilltakeusno

whereweneedtofindawaytodisposeoffthis

body"

"Disposeoffthisbodyyousay?Ithassuddenly

turnedtoabody,thisbodyusedtohaveanameyou

know?Itwasthissamebodyyouusedtosatisfy

yourfleshlydesiresalmosteverynightandnowit's

de.."

Janewasn'tdonespeakingwhenMrOkafor'sright

handconnectedwithherleftcheek,it'simpactwas

sohard;Jane'slipsbled.Shewipedherlipswiththe

backofherhandandwhenshesawthebloodshe



startedlaughing,shelaughedsohardDamihadto

shakehersoshecouldstop.

"Isthatthebestyoucando?Comeonhitmeagain,

giveityourbestlet'sseehowhardyoucanhit,who

knowsyoumightactuallybeabletokillmetoo,oh

I'msorryyouwon't,youknowwhy?It'sbecauseyou

hitlikeawoman!''

"Areyouactuallyreferringtome?"MrOkaforasked

indisbelief.

Theysay;'whenyoupushonetotheextremethe

beastinhimcomesout'.ThebeastinJanewasout

andtherewasnotamingitthistime.
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Shewalkeduptohimandpokedhischestwithher

finger.



"IdareyoutohitmeMrOkafor,in-factIdoubledare

youtohitme"

MrOkaforstoodinshocknotunderstandingwhere

Janegotthecouragetospeaktohimthewayshe

did.

"IwilldealwithyoulaterberestassuredthatIwill"

Withthatsaidhestormedoutoftheroomleaving

DamiandJanewithPeace'scorpse.Theyboth

huggedeachotherastheywept.Fewminuteslater

MrOkaforcamebackintotheroomholdingtwo

shovels.Hehandedonetoeachgirlandasked

themtofollowhim.Whentheygottothebackyard

heaskedthemtostartdiggingagrave.

Thegirlsdugforafewminutesandtheywere

alreadytired.



"Youbothhadbettercontinuediggingelseyour

friendwillbeburiedinashallowgravewherethe

vulturescanaccessandeatupherbody''.The

thoughtofthisfueledthegirlsupandthey

continueddigging,twohourslaterwhenMrOkafor

sawtheyweren'tmakingmuchprogress;he

decidedtocallhissontojointhem.By5amall

threeofthemincludingMrOkaforwholaterjoined

themtohastentheprocess;haddugthegraveupto

6ftandPeacewasburiedinit.

Noneofthemwenttothesupermarketthatday.Mr

Okaforwentintohisroomaftertheburialandhe

didn'tcomeoutthroughouttheday,neitherdidhis

wifeorson.

"Damiareyousurewearen'ttheonlyonesinthis

house?"



"Idon'tthinkso,theyareallintheirrooms"

"DoyouthinkMrOkaforwillcometoanyofour

roomsthisnight?"

"Hedefinitelywill,thatmanisananimalandyouare

mostlikelygoingtobehispreyafterthatheated

exchangebetweenyouboth"

"Ireallydon'tcare,whatistheworstthatcould

happen?"

"Youcouldenduplikepeace''

''It'snotlikeIcaremuchanyway''

''Youshould,nowthisiswhatyouaregoingtodo;

youneedtoprotectyourselfwehavetoprotect



ourselvesorwewouldendupjustlikepeace"

"HowdoIdothat?"

"Iwillshowyou"

Thatnightbeforetheywenttobed,Damihanded

Janeaknife.

"Whatisthisfor?"

"Whatdoyoumeanwhatisitfor?It'saknifeof

course"

"DamiIknowwhatitis,Ijustdon'tunderstandwhy

youaregivingmeaknifeinthemiddleofthenight"

"IwantyoutokeepithandyIn-caseMrOkafor



comestoyou,useitandprotectyourself.Withwhat

happenedearlier;itshowsthatmandoesn'tcare

aboutanyonebuthimselfsoit'seitherweprotect

ourselvesorendupjustlikePeace"

"Butdon'tyouthinkfindingawaytoleavethisplace

willbeabetteroption?"

"Yesyouarerightbutfirstweneedtoprotect

ourselvesuntilwhenwehavegottenagameplan

onhowtoleave"

"Youhaveapoint"

''Goodnowgotobed,MrOkaforwillsooncomefor

oneofus''

Janewentintoherroomandplacedtheknifeunder

herpillow.BymidnightMrOkaforwalkedintoher



roomasusual;eversincehehadthedoorofher

roompulledout,hecomesinandgoesoutwith

ease.

Hewalkedintotheroominthecompanyofhisson.

Janewasn'tasleepsoshesatupthemomentshe

heardtheirfootsteps.

"MysmartmouthedJane,hopeyourmouthisstill

assmartasitwasearlierinthemorning?"

Janesaidnothing,insteadshehadherrighthand

underthepillow.

"Whysuddenlyquiet?Orhasacatgotyour

tongue?"

Stillnoresponse,shejustfocusedonMrOkaforas

heapproached,hewasinfrontwhilehissonwalked



behindhim.

"IlikeitthatyouarenotresistanttonightIamquite

sureyouagreewithmethatyourresistanceis

becomingtoostrenuousandit'stakingoutthe

wholefun,bequietandIpromiseyouwillenjoy

yourself"

Ashegottothebed,hebroughtouttworopesfrom

hispocket,theywerethesameropesheusedon

herthelasttimehetiedherup.

"I'msureyouknowwhatthisisaboutsoIsuggest

youstaycalmandbecooperative"

Hebentovertotieherlegsfirstandimmediatelyhe

touchedherlegs;Janebroughtouttheknifefrom

herunderherpillowandstabbedhimontheneck.



Hehadashockedlookregisteredonhisfacewhich

wasquicklyreplacedwiththatofpain.Hisson

screamedandasherushedtohisfatheronthebed,

JanequicklypulledouttheknifefromMrOkafor's

neckandhelditathim.

"Don'teventhinkofcomingcloseorIwilldosame

toyouwithouteventhinkingtwicesostandwhere

youare!"

"Whathaveyoudone,ohmyGod"hesaid,crying.

Janestoodupfromthebedstillholdingtheknifeat

him.''Iamsickandtiredofyouandyourfather

usingmetosatisfyyourdarkdesires!''

MrOkaforlaidonthebedstrugglingforhislife,he

heldhistwohandstohisneckashekeptstruggling

tolive.Janecouldn'tcarelesswhathappenedto

him,atthatmomentallshesawwasamonsterthat



neededtodie.

"Nowturnaroundandmove,Iknowyouwillbe

consideringtryingtograbtheknifefrommyhand,

trythatandstandachancetogetstabbedlikeyour

father.SoIsuggestyouobeymeifyouwanttolive"

MrOkafor'ssonobeyedJaneandwalkedoutofthe

roomwithherbehindholdingtheknifeathim.As

theywalkedoutoftheroomJanesightedDami

comingoutofherownroomandthatgotJane

distracted.Immediately,MrOkafor'ssonpushed

Janeandtheknifefellfromherhands,shelanded

onherbackandMrOkafor'ssonimmediately

pouncedonherandstartedpunchingher.

Shescreamedinpains,oneblowwasfollowedby

thenextshestruggledandtriedtopushhimoffher

buthewastoostrongforher.
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MrOkafor'ssonobeyedJaneandwalkedoutofthe

roomwithherbehindholdingtheknifeathim.As

theywalkedoutoftheroomJanesightedDami

comingoutofherownroomandthatgotJane

distracted.Immediately,MrOkafor'ssonpushed

Janeandtheknifefellfromherhands,shelanded

onherbackandMrOkafor'ssonimmediately

pouncedonherandstartedpunchingher.

Shescreamedinpains,oneblowwasfollowedby

thenextshestruggledandtriedtopushhimoffher

buthewastoostrongforher.

Shefinallygaveupontryingandjustwhenshe

thoughthewasgoingtokillherwithblows;she



heardaloudthud.SheopenedhereyestoseeMr

Okafor'ssonlyingontopofher,Damiwasstanding

abovethemholdingafireextinguisherinherhands.

Janepushedhimandhefelltothefloor.Dami

helpedJanetoherfeet,shestoodupgroaningin

pains.

"Thankyou"

"Whathappenedwhywashebeatingyou?''

"IthinkIkilledMrOkafor"Janereplied.

"Howdoyoumean,whereishe?"

"Inmyroom"

"Let'sgoseehim"



Damibentandpickedupthebloodiedknifefrom

thefloorbeforefollowingJanebackintoherroom

whereMrOkafor'slifelesswasbodylying.Dami

lookedhimoverthensheturnedtoleavetheroom.

"Ishedead?"

"Yes,wehavetoleavethisplaceimmediately"

"Don'tyouthinkweshouldrushhimtothehospital

orsomething?Idon'twanthimtodie"

"Janeheisdeadandevenifhewasn't;whatdoyou

thinkwillhappentousifthepolicegetsawindof

this?"

"Iwilltellthemallthathasbeenhappeningof

course"



"Itwillbeyourwordagainsttheirs,besideshave

youforgottenMrOkaforhaslotsofconnection?

Anychanceyouhaveofwinningacaseagainsthim

isgoingtoberuinedifhisfamilyusesanyofhis

connection"

"DamiIdon'twanttobetaggedamurderer"Jane

startedtocry,Damiwalkedclosertoherandplaced

herhandsonJane'sshoulders.

"JanepleasethisisnotthetimetostartcryingIbeg

you,wehavetoleavethisplaceasfastaspossible"

JanesawreasonswithDamiandfollowedherout

oftheroom.TheywalkedpastMrOkafor'ssonwho

wasstilllyingunconsciousonthefloor.Theywent

toMrsOkafor'sroomandknockedonherdoor,she

usuallytakessleepingpillseverynightforherto

sleep,sotheyhadtoknockreallyhardbeforeshe



finallyopenedthedoor.

"Whatisit?"

"Weneedyoutowalkustothegateandtellthe

securitymentoallowusoutofthecompound"

"Areyououtofyourmind?Myhusbandwillkillme

ifhefindsoutIdidsuch"

InresponsetoherquestionDamitookoutthe

bloodiedknifeshewasholdingandpointeditather.

"Thatshouldbetheleastofyourproblem,youarea

goodladythereforeIwouldn'twanttohurtyou,so

youaregoingtofollowustothegateandthentell

thesecurityguardstoallowustoleavethe

compound"



MrsOkaformusthaveseentheseriousnesson

Dami'sfaceforsheobeyedimmediatelywithout

anyfurtherquestion.JaneandDamidirectedherto

followthebackdoorsoshedoesn'tseeher

husband'scorpseorhersonlyingonthefloor.

WhentheygotthegateMrsOkafortoldthesecurity

guardsthatshewantedthegirlstogoget

somethingforheroutside.

"Madambythistime?Can'titwaittillmorning?

Besidesogatoldusnevertoallowthemgooutof

thecompoundbythemselves''

"Areyouquestioningmyinstructions?Isaidallow

themtopasstheywillbebacksoon"

Theguardsfinallyallowedthegirlsoutofthe

compoundnotquiteunderstandingwhatMrs

Okaforwantedthemtogetforherbythattimeof



thenight.

Themomenttheysteppedout;theywaitedforthe

guardstoclosethegateandthegirlstooktotheir

heelsimmediately.Theykeptrunningandnever

lookedback.

WhenMrsOkaforgotbackinsidethehouseshe

methersonatthedoor,hewasholdinghisheadin

hishand.

"Whatisthematterareyoualright?"

"Wherearethosebastardshopeyoudidn'tletthem

out?"

"Theycamethreateningmewithaknifeaskingthat

Iletthemgo,besidestheyneededtoleaveanyway

soIletthem"



"Motherwhathaveyoudone?Thosebitcheskilled

yourhusband!"

"Howdoyoumean?"

"GotoJane'sroomandfindoutforyourself"her

sonranoutofthehouseandwentinpursuitofthe

girls.Whenhegottothegatehetoldtheguardsof

thehappeningsandtheyquicklywentafterthem.

Whentheygottothemajorroad,Janewastiredso

shestoppedtorest.Theusuallybusyroadwas

quiet;therewerenocarspassing.

"Damipleaselet'srestI'mtired"

"Janepleasejusttry,let'skeepgoingwecan't

affordtorestnow,wemightgetcaught"



"I'mtiredIneedtocatchmybreath,besideswe

havegonefarfromthehousetheycan'tcatchus"

"Janeplease"

Damiwasn'tdonespeakingwhentheyheard

approachingfootsteps.

"Ihaveseenthem"Someoneshouted.

Thegirlsstartedrunningagain,themenchased

afterthem,justthentheysawacarapproaching,

Damistartedtoflagitdown.Thecarstoppedand

thewindowwaswounddown.

"Heygirlsareyouinthemoodforathreesome?"



"Yeswearepleaseopenyourcardoorfast"

"WowhastyIlike"

Heopenedthebackdoorandthegirlsquickly

rushedin,justthatmomenttheguardsgottowhere

thecarwasandwererushingtowardsthedoorof

thecar.

"Drive!!Theybothscreamed.

Theconfusedmanrearedtheenginetolifeand

spedoffastheguardstriedchasingafterthecar.

Aftertheyhavedroveoutofthevicinitythedriver

turnedtothemandasked;

"Whatwasthemeaningofthat?"



"Yougirlsaren'thookersareyou?Imightbetipsy

butIcantellwithacloserlookatyouboththatyou

aren'thookers"

"Youarerightsirwearen'thookersbutpleasedon't

dropusyet;thosepeopleareafterourlives"

Damisaidtryingtopleadwiththeyoungman.

"Ireallydon'tunderstandwhatisgoingonhere,first

ofallwhoarethoseguys,secondofallwhatdid

yougirlsdotothemandwhyisherfacebloody?"

HewasreferringtoJanewhohasn'tsaidanything

sincetheygotintothecar.Herfacewasbeginning

toswellfromtheblowsshereceivedfromMr

Okafor'sson.Shenoticedherribshurtwhenever

shetriestomoveorspeak,shesilentlyprayedto

Godfornoneofherribstobebroken,herlipswere

alreadybrokenthatcanhealinnotimebutnota

brokenrib.



"Sirwewillexplaineverythingtoyoubutpleasejust

keepdriving,driveasfastaspossibleplease"

"Whereareyougirlsgoing?"

"Nowhere,butyoucandropusattheoutskirtof

town"

"Youexpectmetotakeyoutotheoutskirtoftown

bythistimeofthenight?ThereisnowayI'mdoing

that"

"Alrightnoproblem,dropusatZungeruroad"

"Thatiswaytoofar,hereiswhatIcandoforyou;I

lodgedinahotelnearbyIcantakeyoubothwithme

tothehotelandlodgeyoubothinaroomforthe

nightandbytomorrowyoucanfindyourwayto



whereveryouareheaded"

"Thatwillbenice,thankyouverymuchsir"

Theyoungmandrovethemtothehotelwherehe

lodged,Damigotdownfromthecarandwentto

Jane'ssidetohelpheroutofthecar.ItwasaJeep

soshewasfindingitdifficulttocomedown.

"EasyJane,hereplaceyourhandsonmy

shoulders"

"Whydoesthecarseemsohigh,everypartofmy

bodyhurts"

"It'saJeepmadam,nowyoucancomplain,when

youwerejumpingintoittoescapetheOkaforsit

wasn'thighthenabi?"



Janetriedlaughingbutcouldn'tbecauseofthe

painsinherribs.

''Areyouokay,doyouneedhelp?"Theyoungman

askedashewatchedwithconcernthewayDami

assistedJanetogetdownfromthecar.

"Noit'sfine,Icanhandleit"Damireplied.She

helpedJaneoutofthecarandtheybothwalked

withtheyoungmanintothehotel.Janewasbehind

asaeverymovementshemadewasaccompanied

withpainsoshehadtocalculateeveryofher

movement.

Whentheygottothereception;JaneandDamiboth

tookaseatatthereceptionwhiletheyoungman

wentaheadtoaskthereceptionistforanadditional

roomforDamiandJane.

"I'msorrysirwearefullybookedforthenight"



"Ohno,don'tyouhaveanyroomsleftatall?"

"I'mafraidnotsir"

"Alrightthankyou"

HewalkedbacktowhereDamiandJanewere

sittingandtoldthemaboutthenewdevelopment.

''I'msorrybutthereisnoroomleft''

''Sirpleasehelpus,mysisterisbadlyhurtshe

needssomewheretorestonlyforthenightIreally

don'tmindaboutmyself''

''HoldonIneverbargainedforanyoftheseIleftmy

friendsattheclubbecauseIneededtogetsome



workdonebeforemymeetingtomorrow,whyIeven

stoppedtopickyougirlsIstillcan'tfathom''

''Youthoughtwewerehookers''

''Excuseme?''

''Youstoppedbecauseyouthoughtwewere

hookers''

''Andyouthinktherearenohookersintheclub

whereI'mcomingfrom?''

''I'msorry,allthatdoesn'tmatterpleasejusthelp

megetsomewhereformysistertosleepforthe

night,Ipromisewewillbeoutofyourhairby

morning''



TheyoungmanthoughtaboutDami'spleasfora

while,hedidn'tknowiftohelpthemornot,forallhe

knowstheycouldbecriminalsandwantedbythe

police.HeturnedtolookatJane;thelittlegirlwho

waslookingmalnourishedandunkemptwasin

severepain,sheheldherhandstohermiddleand

wasbentoveronthechairshesat.Herwholeface

wasbloodied,herlipswerebroken.Whenshe

lookedathimhecouldseepaininhereyes.Her

sisterabitlookedolder,shehasbeentheonedoing

allthetalkingsincehepickedthemup.Shewas

lookingmalnourishedtoobutyoucouldtellshewas

astronggirlwiththewayshespokeandacted.Her

undernourishmentdidlittleornothingtohideher

beauty,hecouldseetherewasalotofpainsinher

eyestoo.

"Theonlyoptionleftistospendthenightinmy

room,thebedisbigenoughtoaccommodatetwo

peopleIwilltakethecouch,areyoubothin?"



"Yesnoproblem"Damiansweredwithouthesitation,

shewasreadytoagreetoanythingsolongithas

nothingtodowithherreturningtotheOkafors.

TheyoungmanlookedatJanewhohasn'tsaid

anything,hewantedtoknowiftheywereallon

samepage.Inresponseshenodded.

"Alrightcomewithmethen"

Theyalltooktheelevatortohisroomwhichwason

the3rdfloor.Whentheyarrived;heopenedhis

roomandtheyallwentinside.

Theroomwasn'tsospacious,ithadalargebedin

themiddle,itwasactuallylargeenoughtocontain

threepeople.Therewasabedsidetablewitha

bedsidelamponitandachairbesidethetable.On

oneendwasaminiwardrobeandasmallcouch

whichhadashirthungonit.Therewasadooron



theotherendwhichledtothebathroom.

"Sonowtellmewhatitisthatmadethoseguysto

bechasingyoubothbythistimeofthenight?"He

askedashepulledthechairclosertowhereJane

andDamisatonthebed.

"It'salongstory"Damireplied.

"Wellwehavethewholenightdon'twe?"

Damiwentaheadandtoldhimoftheirordeal,all

theysufferedattheOkaforsandhowPeaceended

updying.ShedeliberatelyleftoutMrOkafor'sdeath

toavoidhimaskingfurtherquestionsorwantingto

reportthecasetothepolice.

"Wehavetoreportthismattertothepolice,howcan

amanbesocallousandcoldhearted?"



"Noyoucan'tdothat!"Damiscreamed.

"Whynot?Afterallhehasdonetoyougirlsyoustill

wanttoprotecthim?Idon'tgetit"

"Youcan'treportthistothepolice,please"

"Whynot?Heneedstobepunishedforwhathedid,

ifyouarescaredofhimcomingafteryou,Ihave

friendswhoarehighlyplacedinthegovernmentso

youneednotfear,youaresafewithme"

"It'smorethanthat,youwon'tunderstand"

"ThenmakemebecauseIreallydon'tunderstand

whyyouwillbeprotectingamonsterlikethat"



"It'sbecauseheisdead,Ikilledhim"Janereplied

crying.

Hewasquietforawhileprobablytryingtoprocess

whathejustheard.Afterafewsecondspassed,he

finallyspoke.

"Wasthatwhythosemenwerechasingafteryou

both?"

Theybothnodded.

Hestoodupfromthechairhewassittingand

startedtopacetheroom,thelookonhisface

unreadable.Theycouldn'ttellwhathewasthinking.

"Sowhatareyourplans,wheredoyouplanon

goingfromhere?"



"Anywherebuthere,weneedtoleavethiscity

beforeMrOkafor'ssonandhismenfindus"

"Doyouknowanyonesomewherethatyouintendto

goandmeet?"

"Nowedon't,likeIearliertoldyou;JaneandIare

bothorphans"

"Thisisreallycomplicated,Iactuallycameherefor

abusinessmeeting,itwillbeoverbytomorrow

morningandIwillbegoingbacktoEnugustate,it's

whereI'mbasedwillyouliketocomewithme?"

"Yeswewill"theybothansweredinunison.

"Finethen,wewillleaveonceIamdonewithmy

meetingtomorrowbutfirstweneedtogetyou

cleanedupandtakentothehospitalsotheycan



haveyourinjuriesexamined"

"NoI'mfinepleasedon'ttakemetothehospitalMr

Okafor'ssonmightfindmethere"

"YouneednotworryI'mtakingyoutoafriend's

privateclinic"

"NopleaseIdon'twanttoriskitplease"

"AlrightfineIwillaskhimtocomeexamineyou

here"

"Thankyou"Janesaidheavingasighofrelief.
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JefferywasstillcradlingJaneonhislapsasshe

toldhimthestoryofhowsheescapedtheOkafors.

"Sowhathappenedafterthegentlemanpromisedto

takeyoubothwithhim?"

"HekepttohiswordandtookuswithhimtoEnugu,

itwasatwodaysjourneyasEnuguwasfarfrom

Kanostatewherehefoundus"

"Sowhathappenednext?"

"Hetookustohishousetolivewithhim,hehasa

factorywhereheproducesplasticsinEnugusohe



wasdoingprettywellforhimself;apparentlyhewas

inKanostatetoopenanewbranchtherewhenhe

foundus.Hesentmetoschoolandpaidformy

tuitionuntilIgraduated"

"Didheeverreporttheissuetothepolice?"

"Nohedidn't,wealltriedtoputeverythingbehind

us,butIcouldn'tasIkepthavingnightmaresofMr

Okafor'ssoncatchingupwithme,souncleEmeka;

that'sthenameofthemanwhorescuedus,he

decidedtotakemetoseeatherapist"

"Wasthatthetherapistwhoendeduprapingyou?"

Janenodded

"DidyouatleastletyouruncleEmekaknow?"



"NoIdidn'twehadalotgoingonatthattimesoI

didn'twanttoaddtoit"

"Howdoyoumean?"

"UncleandDamilaterfellinloveandtheygot

married.Fewmonthslatershegotpregnantand

miscarriedattheendofthefirsttrimester,wewere

allmourningtheunbornchildwhenthishappened

soIfeltitwasbesttokeepittomyself"

"Jane..Janeyouneedtolearntoputyourselffirst

sometimes"

"Iknow,Iwasmoreashamedofmyself"

"Why?"



"Wellforone;Damiwasmovingonjustfinesowhy

couldn'tIdosame?InsteadIkeptallowingmyself

tobehauntedbythosenightmaresandthenneeded

toopenmyselftoatotalstrangerbelievinghewas

goingtohelpmeovercomemynightmaresand

fears"

"Babyitwasn'tyourfault,youweretraumatized,

honeypeopledealwithtraumadifferently"

"Ishouldn'thaveletmyselftobevulnerablelikeI

did,probablyIgavehimmixedsignalsmayIshould

ha.."

"Babystop,stopitwasn'tyourfaulttheidiotraped

youandit'sokaytobevulnerableweallareatsome

point"

"Thankyou"



"Enoughwiththethankyous,whataboutDamiis

shetheoneyoucallyoursister?"

"Yes,sheanduncleEmekabecamemyfamily,they

havealittlegirltogether"

"Doyouguysspeakoften?"

"Notreally,wehaven'tspokeninthreemonthsnow"

"WhyisthatIthoughtyoubothwereclose?"

"YeahwewerebuteversinceIcametoLagos,we

haven'tbeentalkingmuch"

''Whyisthat?''

''Welltheyweren'tsohappyaboutmycomingto



Lagos,butIdidn'tcareIneededachangesoItook

themoneyIsavedupfrommyyouthserviceand

moveddowntoLagos''

''Justlikethat?''

''Yes,uncleEmekawaskindenoughtogiveme

moneytorentaplacewiththeagreementthatif

thingsgoawryIwillheadbackhome''

''Doyouhavesomethingagainstyoursister?''

''Idon'tknow,sometimesIfeelIdo''

''Whatisitabout?''

"Ican'thelpbutthinkthatifshedidn'thandmethat

knifethatnight,Iwouldn'tbeamurderertoday,I



knowshewastryingtoprotectmebutIjustthinkit

washerfaultsometimes"

"Isthatall?"

"Whatdoyoumean?"

"Isthattheonlyreasonyouresentheroristhere

stillmorereasons?"

"Ididn'twanttogoseeatherapistbutsheinsisted

herhusbandtookmetooneandIendedupadding

moretraumatomylist"

"Doyouwanttohearthetruth?"

"Yesbyallmeansplease"



��'IwillbutfirstIneedtogetwatertodrink,want

some?"Hecarriedherfromhislapsandplacedher

gentlyonthebed.

"NoI'mgood"

Hegotupandtookoutabottleofwaterfromthe

minifridgewhichwasbythesideofthebed.He

openeditandtookadrinkandplaceditonthe

bedsidetable.

"Thetruthisyoursisterwasonlytryingtoprotect

you,givingyouaknifethatnightwaswhatshe

thoughttobebestatthattime,youkilledMrOkafor

becausehewasmolestingyou,themonsterwas

goingtogang****youwithhissonforcryingout

loud.Hedeservedtodie.Andasforthatexcuseof

ashrinkrapingyou;itwasneitheryourfaultnor

yoursister's.Thebastardcapitalizedonyour

weaknessandusedit.Stopblamingyourselfor

yoursister"



"IreallywanttobutIcan't"

''Haveyouthoughtaboutwhatwouldhavebeen

yourfateifMrOkaforkeptrapingyou?Hegang

rapedyouwithhissonthefirsttimeandyou

passedout,andbarelytwoweekslaterhewasback

togang****youagain,whatdoyouthinkwould

havehappenedifhesucceeded?''

''Youhaveapoint,Idon'twanttoresentherbutI

don'tknowhownotto''

"Forgiveness,that'showyoudoit.Youforgiveher,

youforgiveyourselftooandtellyourselfnoneof

whathappenedwasyourfaultnorwasityour

sister's"

"Iwilltry"



"YourememberGoddoesn'thearourprayersifwe

don'tforgiveourneighborsright?"

"Lookwhoispreaching,Ididn'tknowyoutobea

Bibleperson?"

"IreadmyBibletoobaby-girl"

"Wowthat'snice,Ikeeplearningnewthingsabout

youJeff"

"Iloveitwhenyoucallbethatbaby,onlymy

girlfriendisallowedtocallmethat"

Janegettinghishint;gotupfromthebedtoputa

distancebetweenthem.



"Didn'tyouheareverythingIjusttoldyou?I'm

damagedgoodsyoucan'tgetnothingfromme"

Hestoodupfromthebedandjoinedherwhereshe

stood.

''AndIwantnothingfromyou''

''Iamnotgoodforyou''

"Iamnotgoodformyselfeither,babyImeantit

whenIsaidit'syouIwantandIamstickingtomy

choicesoquittryingtochasemeawaybecauseI

amgoingnowhere"

"OhJeffIcan'tlo.."Jefferydidn'tallowhertofinish

herstatementwhenhesealedherlipswithhis,at

firstshetriedprotestingbutfinallygaveinandopen

upforhim.Heplacedahandonthewallshewas



leaningonandusedtheotherhandtoframeher

face.Whenthekisswasbecomingintenseand

Janewasbeginningtoyearnformore,hepulledout.

Shegroanedinprotest.

"Tellmeyoudidn'tfeelthatanddon'teventhinkof

lyingtomeforIknowyoufeltitthesamewayIdid"

"Iamnotgoingtodenyit"

"Thenwhatistheproblem?"

"Idon'tknowhowtoloveIamscaredIamnotgood

enoughforyou"

"AndIhavesaidittimeandtimeagain,youare

exactlywhatIneed"



"Idon'tknowhowtoloveyou"

"Thenletmeteachyou"

"YourememberIkilledsomeoneright?"

"IheardyouthefirsttimeyousaiditJaneandIam

stillnotbackingout"

"Areyousure?"

"Absolutely"

"Okay"

"Areyououtofexcusesnowordoyoustillhave

moretogive?"



"No"

"Goodsowillyoubemygirlfriendnow?"

"YouknowIamnotinyourclassright,likeIamway

outofyourleague?"

"Ohnotagain,hereIwasthinkingwehavecrossed

allthehurdlesofexcuses"

"Noit'snotanexcuseI'mjustpointingoutan

obviousfact"

"Ichoosewhoistobeonmyleagueornotandright

nowJaneIamchoosingyoutobeonthisleague.

Anyotherexcuse?"



"NobutIhavearequest?"

"Byallmeanspleasedoask"

"Kissmeagain"

"Withallpleasuremylady"

Hekissedhersosenselessthatwhentheyboth

pulledupforair;hereyesweredreamy,herlips

wereslightlyswollenfromthekiss,shehadasmile

onherlips.

Helookedintohereyesandasked;"Howabout

that?"

"Yes"



"What?"

"YesIwillbeyourgirlfriendbuttherewillbe

conditionsthough"

"Idon'tmindabouttheconditions,solongyouare

mygirlfriendthat'sallthatmatters"
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"Babyyouknowyoudon'thavetogoright?Ithink

youshouldstayabitlongeruntilyouarefully

recovered"

''ReallybutIfeelperfectlyokay?''



''Yeahbutrememberwhatthedoctorsaidaboutnot

stressingyourinjuredknee''

"JeffIamfullyrecovered,eventhedoctorsaidso

himself.BesidesIneedtogetbacktowork"

Jane'sbagwaspackedandshewasabouttoleave

andgobacktoherapartment.Thepreviousday,

Jefferyhadtakenherbacktothehospitalforcheck

upandthedoctorconfirmedJane'skneewasfully

healedandthatshewasstrongenoughtogoback

towork.

"YeahIknowthat,Ijustthinkthedoctormissed

something"

"Likewhat?"



"Idon'tknowmaybesomethinglikeyouneedingto

besomewhereyouwouldn'tbeneedingtostress

yourself"hesaidthisasheclosedthegapbetween

themandwrappedhishandsaroundherwaistand

drewherclosertohimself.

"Whatstressareyoutalkingabout?OfcourseI

won'tbestressingmyself"

Henibbledonherleftearasshespoke,Janefound

ithardtoconcentrate.Heproceededtoherneck

andkissedhercollarbone,shethrewherhead

backwardslettingasoftmoanescapeherlips.He

keptdroppingfeatherykissesonherneckandthen

wentbacktonibblingherears,hehasdiscovered

thattobeoneofherweakpoints.

"OhJe-ff"

"Yes..kissbaby"



Janecouldn'tbringherselftotellhimwhathis

kissesweredoingtoherbody.Herkneeswere

alreadyturningintojelly.

Hestoppedandlookedintohereyes,herlipswere

fullandsofttheywereslightlyparted.Jeffery

couldn'tresistnotkissingthem.

"Hasanyoneevertoldyou,youhaveperfectlips?"

"Wellyes,rightone"

"Babyyourlipsaresoperfectlyshaped"

"Perfectenoughforyoutokissthem?"

InresponseJefferyslammedhislipsonhersand



kissedhersenseless.Whenhepulledup;Janehad

toholdontohisshoulderstopreventherselffrom

fallingasshecouldn'ttrustherlegstoholdher.

"Iknowwhatyouaredoing,youaretryingto

preventmefromleaving"

"Isitworking?BecauseIreallywantitto"

"Yesitis,butyouknowIhavetoleavesoIcan

prepareforworktomorrow"

"YeahIknow,youcan'tblamemefortrying;babe

youjustagreedtobecomemygirlfriendfewhours

agoandnowyouareleaving"

"I'mnotleavingyou,besidesIwillseeyouby

weekend"



"What?Weekendisfar"

"Noit'snot,it'sjustafewdaysaway"

"Andthosedaysseemlikeforever"

"Noitdoesn't"

"Formeitdoes"

"Youwillbejustfine"shepattedhimonthebackas

shewalkedtothebedwherehersuitcasewaslying.

It'sfunnyhowshecameinwithnothingbutnow

leavingwithasuitcasefullofclothesandshoes.

Someofwhichshehasn'tevenwornyet,Jeffery

madeitapointofdutytogethersomanyclothes

andshoeswhileshewasstayingathisplace.



Hehelpedhertocarrythesuitcasetothecarwhile

Janefollowedbehind.Hisdriverhadoneofthecars

readyandwaswaitingtodriveherbacktoherplace.

HetookthesuitcasefromJefferyandplaceditin

thetrunk.

JefferyturnedtoJaneandheldheronthewaist"Be

safeokay?"

"Iwill,thankyoufor_"

"Shh..Ihaveheardenoughthankyou"hebentand

kissedherandthenopenedthedoorofthecarfor

her.

"Yourrideawaitsmylady"

"ThankyouIwillcallyouwhenIgethome"



Inresponse,Jefferynoddedwhileheusedhis

thumbtorubagainsthercheek.

Anhourlater,Janewasalreadyatherapartment.

ShewassittingonthebedwhileAmakahelpedher

tounpackherthings.

"Someoneisglo-wing"Amakasaidasshehunga

dressonahangerandplaceditinthewardrobe.

"Howdoyoumean?"

"Can'tyousee?Fromyourskindowntoyour

clothesevenyoursmile.Everythingaboutyouisso

different,whowouldhavethoughtsomethinggood

cancomeoutfrombeinginvolvedinanaccident?"

"Amaka!"



"It'sthetruth,youlookatitthisway;ifyouweren't

involvedinthataccidentwouldyouhavespenttwo

weeksinhishouse?Theanswerisnoandyou

wouldn'thavefallendeeplyinlovewithhimlikeyou

havenow"

"I'mnotinlovewithanyone"

"Keepdeceivingyourself,youhavefallenforthat

guymorethanyouwanttoadmit,Idon'tknowwhy

youwon'tjustdatehimalready"

"Well...Ikindaagreedtodatehim"

Amakapausedwiththedressshewasfolding.

"Whatdidyousay?"



"YouheardmeIsaidIagreedtodateJeffery"

ShethrewthedressatJane"Youthisgirlwhyare

youjusttellingme?"

"Iwasgoingtotellyou"

"WowIamsohappyforyou,finallysomeoneis

goingtogetlaid,hallelujah"

"NoI'mnotgettinglaidthereisnosuchthing

happening"

"Whatdoyoumeanbythat?Girlyouneedtogetlaid

beforecobwebsstartgrowinginbetweenyourlegs"

''IwillpretendIdidn'thearthat''



''Girlyouneedtobeserviced,youknow;youneedto

beriddensowellthatyouwon'tbeabletowalkthe

nextmorning''

''Amakastopit!''

''BabygirlyouneedtoexperiencewhatIamtalking

about,whyareyoudenyingyourselfofthis

beautifulexperience?''

"Wellwithwhathappenedtomeinthepast,weboth

decidedthatit'sbestwetakesexoffthetable"

"Youbothdecidedoryousuggestedit?"

"Iuhm....Suggesteditandheboughttheidea"

"Heboughttheideaoryoumadeitaconditionhe



hastoagreetoifhewantstodateyou?"

"Youknowmetoowell"

"YesIdoI'myourfriendafterall.Janeyouhaveto

learntoleaveyourpastbehind,that'swhyit'scalled

apast"

"Easyforyoutosay,youweren'ttheoneabused"

"I'msorryIdidn'tmeanitlikethat,allI'msayingis

thatyoushouldn'tallowittorobyouoffthe

happinessoftoday"

"I'mtrying,Amakathisismetryingtonotruin

thingswithJeffery"

"IknowI'msorryIjustdon'twanttoseeyoustop



yourselffrombeinghappy"

"ThankyouIpromiseIwon'tstopmyselffrombeing

happy"

"Youpromise?"

"Yesma'amnowlet'sfinishunpackingthisclothes

soyoucantellmeallthathasbeengoingonwith

you"

"Nothingthatyoudon'talreadyknowabout"

"MydearfriendthereisalotIdon'tknowaboutfor

examplehowcomeyouendedupsmashingDele's

windscreen?"

"TrustmewhenIsayhedeservedit,ifIhadthe



opportunityIwouldhavepuncturedhistiresas

well"

"Amakatheguysaiditwasamistake,hedidn't

meantosplashmuddywateronyou"

"AndyouthinkthatwastheonlyreasonIsmashed

hiswindscreen?"

"Iwouldn'tknowifyoudon'ttellme"

"WellthoughIreallylovedthatdressandtothinkI

wasdressedtogoonadatewithAndrewbeforehe

thencalledtocancelbecausehewantedtotakehis

mothertochoirpractice"

"Hewhat?Hahahahahahathatguyissomething

else"



"Youcansaythatagain.Soyoucanimaginehow

angryIwaswhenthatDeleguycamealongand

splashedwateronmydressitwaslikeaddingsalt

toaninjury"

"Icanimaginebutevenatthat,Istilldon'tthinkthat

wasagoodreasontosmashhiswindscreen

besideshesaidhewasalreadyoutofhiscar

apologizingwhenyoupickedupthestoneand

smashedthewindscreen"

"That'sbecauseIrememberedhimfromanevent"

"YouhavemetDelebeforethatday?"

"Yes"

"Areyouserious,howcomeyounevermentionedit

beforenow?AndDelenevermentionedittoo"



"Wellit'snotsomethingIamproudof"

"Howdoyoumean?IfthereisonepersonIknow

whoalwaysownuptoherchoicesanddecisions;

it'syou"

"Notonthisone"

"Howso?"

"WellIwenttoapartytwomonthsagoandmetDele

there"

"Okaywhathappened?"

"Wegottalkingandendedupinahotelroomthat

night"



"Goon"

"Iwokeupthenextmorningtofindouthewasgone

andtherewasanotebythenightstandthankingme

formyservicesandhowheenjoyedhimselfand

thathehadsettledthehotelbills.Besideitwas

twentythousandnaira,apparentlythebastardtook

meforasexworker"

Janestoodupandpulledherintoahug.

"OhdearI'msosorry,Ididn'tknowthis,ifnotI

wouldhavetoldyoutosetthecaronfireinstead"

"Hahahahahahahayouareevenworse"

.

.



DescribeAmakainonesentence.....
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"HiJane,welcomeback"

ThereceptionistgreetedasJaneandAmaka

walkedintotheofficebuilding.

"Thankyouma'am,howhaveyoubeen?"

"Doinggreat,sorryaboutyouraccidentthoughyou

don'tlooklikewhatyouhavebeenthrough"

"Reallyhowso?"



"Youareglowingalloverandyouhavethisgleeful

look"

JaneturnedtolookatAmaka"Really?"

"Yes"theybothansweredinunison

"Wellit'stheLord'sdoing"

"Andit'smarvelousinoursight"thereceptionist

answeredasshewavedthemoff"it'sgoodtohave

youbackJane,Iwillseeyougirlsaround"

"Itoldyou,youareglowing"Amakasaidtoheras

theywalkedtowardstheiroffice

"That'swhatyougetwhenyouhavepeace"



"Youforgottoadddatingamillionaire"

"Amakawhenareyougoingtost..''

JustthenJane'sphonerang,shetookitoutofher

bagandsawitwasJefferycalling.

"Iwillseeyouduringlunchbreak,tellJefferyIsaid

hi"Amakasaidasshewentintoheroffice.

"Howdidyouknowheistheonecalling?"

Shedidn'twaitforAmaka'sreplybeforepickingup

thecall.

"Hellobeautiful"Jefferygreetedwithadeephusky

voice,thetypeofvoicethatalwaysmadeJane



weakonherknees.

"Higoodmorning,howareyoudoing?"

"GoodmorningtoyoutooI'mdoingokayandhowis

mybabydoing?"

"Iamokay,whydoesyourvoicesoundsohuskyare

youjustwakingup?"

"Somethinglikethat"

"Aren'tyougoingtowork?"

"I'mworkingalready;callingyou"

"JeffI'mserious"



"AndsoamI"

"Alright,soaren'tyougoingtodoanyotherwork

today?"

"WellthereisnootherworkIwouldratherdothan

theoneIamdoingrightnow"

"Hahahahahahahayousuredohaveawaywith

words"

"See?youarelaughingalreadythatshowsIam

goodatmyjob"

"Yeahyousureare"

"I'mgladyouarehappywithmyservicesanything



tomakeyouhappyma'am"

"Don'tbesopleasedwithyourselfyet,youneedto

upyourgame"

"Hehehehehehehe..nowyouaretheonecracking

meup"

"Wearebothgoodatourjobsthen"

"Yeahweare,sowhatareyourplansfortheday,

alreadyatwork?"

"YeahIamyettoseeVivianthough,untilshe

comesbeforeIcanknowmyitineraryfortheday,

whataboutyou?"

"IhadameetingwithmyHongKonginvestors



earlierthismorningby5:am,Iwillbegoingtothe

officelaterby10,Ihaveacoupleofmeetingsto

attend"

"NoGym?"

"YeahIwilldoacoupleofpushupsbeforejumping

intheshower,don'tworrybabeIwillkeeptheabs

sexyforyou"

"Howdidwegettothat?Wait,don'tanswerthat"

"AlrightIwon't,haveyouhadbreakfast?"

"NoIdidn'thavethetimetodothatIwokeuplate"

"Babebutyouhadthetimetobeintheofficean

hourbeforeresumption?"



"WellIwastryingtoavoidbeingcaughtupintraffic

besidesIwillhavesomethingduringlunch"

"Babyyoudon'tgoforlunchuntil1pmthat'sif

Viviandoesn'tladenyouwithsomuchwork"

"IpromiseIwillfindtimetoeatsomething"

"WhatamIsupposedtodowithyou?"

JustthenVivianwalkedinandwavedatJaneas

shewentintoheroffice

"Nothing,IhavetogonowVivianhasarrivedthe

office"

"Alrightbutwearenotdonewiththisconversation"



"Ihearyou,dohavealovelyday"

''Youtoosugar''

JanewalkedintoVivian'soffice.

"GoodmorningVivian"

"GoodmorningJanehowareyou?"

"Iamfinethankyou"

"Hopeyourkneehasproperlyhealed?"

"Yesithas,thanksforasking"



"AlrightthenIamgladyoubackbecausethereisa

lottobedonearoundhere,thenewgirlKatherine

hasbeenworkinginyoursteadforthepasttwo

weeksthatyouweren'taround,meetherandshe

willupdateyouonallyouneedtoknow"

"AlrightwherecanIfindher?"

"Ijustsawhergoingintothecontentcreator'soffice

aminuteago,I'msureyouwillfindherthere"

Janewentinsearchofherandsawherwalkingout

oftheoffice.

"HidearJanehowareyoudoing?"

"IamdoingokayIwasactuallycomingtomeetyou"



"Ohreally,hopenoproblem?"

"No,notatallIjustneedyoutoupdatemeon

Vivian'sscheduleandeveryotherthingIneedto

know"

"Alrightsurecanwegotothecafeteria?Iwasgoing

theretohavesometea"

''SureIcouldusesometeamyself''

TheygottothecafeteriaandJanespottedthetable

bythewindowwhereherandAmakausuallysat

anytimecameforlunch,itwasemptysoshe

suggestedtheytookit.Katherinewenttogethertea

andthenjoinedJaneonthetable.

"Aren'tyougoingtotakeanything?"



"NoI'mfine"

''Butyoujustsaidawhileagothatyouweregoing

tohavesometeayourself?''

''YeahIchangedmymindIwilleatsomething

duringlunch''

Shewasactuallyhungrybutshepreferredtoeat

later,herpriorityrightnowisnotbreakfastbuttobe

uptodateonVivian'sscheduleandmeetings.

ThereissomethingaboutthewayVivianspoketo

herwhenshecameintotheoffice,Janecouldn't

reallyplaceherfingersonitbutsheknew

somethingwasoff.

"Jane?"

"Yes,sorrydoyoumindrepeatingyourquestion?"



"IsaiddomindtellingmeaboutMrJeffery?"

"Excuseme?Idon'tunderstand"

"TellmemoreaboutMrJefferyAdemola,Iwould

reallyliketoknowmoreabouthim"

"Iheardyouthefirsttime,Ijustdon'tunderstand

whyyouwanttoknowmoreabouthimbesides

that'snotwhywearehere"

"YeahIknowbutIjustfiguredwhilewegothrough

Vivian'sscheduleyoucantellmemoreaboutMr

JefferybecauseIlikehim"

"KatherinedomindtellingmewhatIcameherefor?

I'msureVivianwillbeneedingmyattentionsoon"



"Comeon,Iknowyouworkedcloselywithhim

beforehesignedthecontract,seeIreallylikethat

guy.IwashopingtogetclosertohimwhenIwas

assignedtohisprojectbutthenherequestedfor

youinsteadsoIfiguredyoubothmustbeclose"

"Isee"

"Yeahorwaitareyousleepingwithhim?"

Janechokedonthewatershewasdrinkingand

startedtocough

"Sorry,drinkmorewater"

Janewasshortofwords,atfirstwhenKatherine

startedworkingwiththem;shethoughthertobean

intelligentgirlwiththewayshedressedandallbut



nowJaneknewshethoughtwrongwitheachword

thegirlspoke.

"I'msorryKatherineIthinkyouaremistaken,Iam

notclosetoMrJeffery"(exceptthatIjustagreedto

behisgirlfriend)shecouldn'tsaythisoutloud.

"ButthatwasnottheimpressionIgotthedayItook

thosedocumentsforhimtosign,healmostcaused

athirdworldwarbecauseIbroughtthedocuments

andnotyou"

"Well...Ehmmthat'sbecausehedidn'twanttostart

afreshwithsomeoneelse,besidesIknew

everythingaboutthecontract"

"ButIonlytookthedocumentsforhimtosignand

notdiscussthecontract?"



Bursted

"YeahyouhaveapointIreallydon'tknowwhyhe

wouldreactthewayhedid"

"Janeareyoulyingtome?"

"Ofcoursenot,howaboutyouupdatemeon

Vivian'sscheduleandthenIwilltellyouthefew

thingsIknowaboutJeffery?"

"Greatbutwaitwhyareyouonfirstnamebasiswith

him?"

Thisgirlisasinquisitiveasa5yearold.

"That'sbecausehelikesbeingcalledJefferyand

notMrJefferythat'soneofthethingsyouneedto



knowabouthim"

"WowthankyousomuchsoIcancallhimJeffery"

"Yessopleasebacktowhywearehere"

JanefinallygotKatherinetoupdateheronVivian's

scheduleandinexchangeshetoldherJeffrey's

bestcolorandfood.

WhenJanegotbacktoherofficeshemetVivianat

thedoor.

"JaneI'msteppingoutforanhourortwoIjustgota

callfrommyson'sschoolrequiringIcomeover;he

musthavegotteninoneofthosehisusualtroubles"

"Okay"



"Yes,soholdallmycalls,transfertheimportant

onestomypersonalline"

"AlrightVivian"

"Iwillbebacksoon,bythewayyouhaveadelivery"

Janeturnedtolookathertabletoseeapackageon

herdesk,shewalkedtothedeskandopenedthe

packagetodiscoveritwascontainingfood;

"Doyouknowwhobroughtit?"

"Nothedeliverymancameaskingforyou,doesn'tit

haveanoteorsomething?"

"Noitdoesn't"



''Janeareyouseeingsomeone?''
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"Hellosugar,issomeonemissingmealready?"

"Youwish,IcalledbecauseIneedtoaskyoua

question"

"Ouch,thathurtsnowmyegoisbruised"

"Awwn..I'msorryyouknowIdidn'tmeanitlikethat

I'msorry"



"It'sfinewhatwasityouwantedtoaskme?"

''JeffI'msorry,youknowImissyou''

''Ohreally?Iwouldn'tknowifyoudon'ttellme''

''Imissyou,satisfiednow?''

''Notreally,butIwillbeifyousayitonemoretime''

JaneclickedhertongueandJefferycouldtellshe

wasrollinghereyeslikeshealwaysdoeswhen

beingaskedtodosomethingshewouldrathernot

do.

''Don'tpushyourluck''



''Hehehehehehehehe…..Iwon'tyourhighness,what

wasityouwantedtoaskme?''

"Didyouhavefooddeliveredtome?"

"When?"

"Thismorningofcourse"

"OhIsee,maybeIdid"

"Jeff?"

"OkayfineIdid"

"Butwhy?Youknowyoudidn'thaveto"



"Babeit'sjustfoodstoptryingtomakeabigdealof

it"

"I'msorryit'sjustthatI'mnot_"

"Usedtobeinglookedafterbysomeoneelseaside

yourfamily?Iunderstandbutyouhavetoknowthat

wearedatingnowsoI'mgoingtopamperyousilly

andthereisnostoppingme"

"EvenifIdon'twanttobepampered?"

Jefferycouldn'tbelievehisears,inallhispast

relationshipshehasneverhadaproblemofhim

overpamperinghiswomeniftruthbetold,they

alwayscomplainedofnotbeingpamperedenough

asmuchastheywouldlikehimtoandhereJane

wascomplainingaboutnotwantingtobepampered

simplybecauseheorderedherbreakfast.Trulythey

sayoneman'sfoodisanotherman'spoison.



"JanemybeautifulJane,I'msorrybutthe

pamperingcomeswiththepackagesomydarling

youwouldhavetogetusedtoit,becauseitain't

goingtostop"

"HmmmguessIwillhavetofindawaytostopyou

then"

"Happytryingnowgoeatyourbreakfastbeforeit

getscold"

"Yesdaddy"

"Goodgirl,IhavetogonowIhaveameetingin

5minutes''

"Alright,thankyouforthefood"



"You'rewelcomeandJane?"

"Yes?"

"IorderedamealforAmakatoosopleaseeatyour

food"

"Awwnthat'ssosweetofyoubuthowdidyouknow

Iwasgoingtoshareitwithher?"

"Iknowyoutoowellnowgoeatyourfood"

"Bye"

Janeopenedthefoodtoseethatitwasalight

breakfastofsausageandveggieswithfreshorange

juice,thesightofthefoodmadehersmile,before



leavingJeffery'shouseshetoldhimshewantedto

reducehercalorieintakebecauseshewasadding

weightanddidn'twantthat,eventhoughJeffery

toldhershewaslookingjustokaytohimanddidn't

wanthertolooseanyweight,yethestillputwhat

shetoldintoconsiderationwhenhewasordering

thefood.

ShedecidedtocallAmakabeforeeatingherfood.

"Hellobabes,areyoubusy?"

"Uhmmnotreally"

"Canyoucometomyoffice?"

"OkayIwasgoingtocomeseeyouanyways"



FewminuteslaterAmakawasinJane'soffice.

"Babeswhat'sup?"

"Didyougetanyfooddeliveredtoyou?"

"Yeahhowdidyouknowaboutit?"

"BecauseIgotsamedeliverytoo,Jefferywasthe

onewhoorderedthemeal"

"Really?That'ssoniceofhim,thankGoditwas

actuallymeantforme"

"Whatdomean"

"WellIwasn'tsosurewhothefoodwasmeantfor,

youknowwearetwopeoplebearingAmakainthis



companyIfeareditmighthavebeenmeantforthe

otherAmakaandnotme"

"Thenwhydidn'tyougoandconfirmfromherifshe

madeanysuchorder?"

''Idon'tunderstand,whichfoodtheoneIhaveeaten

abiwhichone?"

''OhmyGod,Amakayouateafoodwithoutknowing

whereitcamefrom?"

"WhatdoyoumeanbyIdidn'tknowwhereitcame

from?Ofcoursethenameoftheeaterywaswritten

onthepack,besidesIwasveryhungryyouknow

wedidn'tgettoeatbreakfastbeforeleavingfor

work"

"Amaka!"



"I'mgladthefoodwasorderedbyourdarling

Jeffery''Amakasaidplacingherpalmsonherchest.

''Iwillcalltothankhimlater,Ihavetogobackto

work"

"Youwillneverchange"

"That'syouropinion,bythewaythejollofricetasted

sonicejustincaseyoucan'tfinishyoursI'mjusta

callaway"

"Mineisn'tjollofrice"

"Whatisitthen,friedrice?"

"Nopeveggiesandsausage"



"Justthat?"

"Yup"

"Idon'tunderstand,whendidyoubecomeagoat

thatchewsgrass?"

"Amaka!It'snotgrassbesidesItoldhimI'm

reducingmycalorieintakesoIcanshedsome

weight"

"WaitsoinEnglish,whatyouaresayingisthatyou

toldJefferyyouwanttobeeatinggrassbecause

youwanttoloseweight?"

"Somethinglikethat"



"Pleasewhereistheweightordidyouleavesome

athisplace?BecauseIcan'tstillunderstandwhat

youaresaying"

"Amakacan'tyouseethatIaddedweightthistwo

weeksIspentatJeff'splace?Hekeptstuffingme

withfoodwhileIwasathisplacenowIhavemy

weighttoshowforit"

"Janehaveyoulookedatyourselfinthemirror?"

"Idon'tgetyourpoint"

"Babesyoudidn'taddanyweightyouareperfectly

okaythewayyouare,haveyouseenJeffery'sex?"

"Nowhy?"



"Becausethatbabeisathickandsoarehisotherex

girlfriends"

"Soyourpointis?"

"Jefferyprefersfleshtobonesdummysoquittrying

toloseweightforhissakeexceptyouaredoingit

foryourself,babesyouareenoughyouneedtotell

yourselfthat"

"Ihaveheardyou,thankyou"

"GoodIhavetogetbacktowork,enjoyeatingyour

grass"

"It'sveggiesmadam,pleasegobacktoyouroffice"

"Whateveritlookslikegrasstome"



AfterAmakaleft,Janedecidedtoeatlittleofher

foodbeforegettingbacktowork,whileshewas

eating;Katherinewalkedintoheroffice.

"HiJanehowisitgoing?"

"Finethankyou,comejoinme"

"Thankyou,enjoyIcamehereforsomethingelse

actually"

"Reallywhatisit?"

"SoafterwespokeIstartedtodosomeresearchon

Jeffery"

"Research?Howdoyoumean?"



"WellIstartedcheckingoutblogsthathadwritten

articlesonhimoreveninterviewedhim,soIhave

foundoutsomethingsabouthim"

"Really?interestingcaretosharesomeofthethings

youfoundoutduringyourresearch?"

"Thathelikescurvygirls,justlikeyourself"

Janechokedonwhatshewaschewing,shehadto

takeagulpofherorangejuicetowashdownthe

foodwhileKatherinescrambledtogetherwater

fromthedispenserinVivian'soffice.

"Herehavesomewater,youneedtolearnhowto

chewslowly"

"Thankyou"



"You'rewelcome,soIhavedecidedtostartdoing

squatsexerciseinorderformyhipstobecome

moreprominentwhatdoyouthink?"

"Aboutwhat?"

"Aboutmystartingsquatexercise"

"Ohthat'sagreatideaI'mverysurethatwillhelp"

Katherinestoodupfromthechairshewassitting

onandstartedtopaceJane'sofficeandthenshe

walkedbacktoJane'stableandthenplacedher

palmsonthetablesoshewasonsameeyelevel

withJane.

"JaneIreallywanttohaveJefferysobad,sobad

thatIamwillingtodoanythingtohavehimevenifit



meansmehavingtocrushanythingthatstandsin

myway"

"What?"
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"Youmeanshesaidallthattoyou?"

"NokiddingshesaideverythingIjusttoldyouand

evenmore"

Itwasthecloseofwork,andthegirlswerehurrying

outoftheofficetogocatchtheirusual5:30pmbus

backtotheirapartment,asJanetoldAmakaofher



weirdencounterwithKatherineearlierattheoffice.

"ThatbabeiscrazierthanIthought,yourememberI

toldyouaboutnotlikingthekindofvibeshegave

off?"Amakasaid,hernosescrunchingup.

"YeahIremember,whatamIgoingtodonow?"

Janeaskedsoundingconfusedandoutofbreath

fromtryingtokeepupwithAmaka'sfastpace.

"Nothing"

"Howdoyoumeannothing,didn'tyouhearwhatI

justtoldyoushesaid?ThatgirlwantsJefferyand

sheisreadytokilljusttohavehim"

"Andsowhat?PleasetellmesomethingIhaven't

heardbefore"Amakareplieddefiantly.



"HaveyoubeenlisteningtoanythingIhavebeen

saying?"

"Ithinkyoushouldlistentoyourself,thebabeis

interestedinyourmansowhat?That'sherproblem

shewillsortitoutherselfpleasestopworrying

yourself"

"Istillcan'tunderstandthewayyoutrivializethings"

"ThatmydearisbecauseIdon'tworryaboutthings

Ican'tcontrol"

"ButIcancontrolthisparticularsituation"

"Really?andhowexactlydoyouintendtocontrol

it?"shestoppedtolookatJaneandhearherreply.



"Uhmm...Ihaven'tfigureditoutyet"

"That'swhatIthought,whenyouhavebeenableto

figureitoutdoletmeknowbutfornowlet'sgo

homeI'mhungry"

Theyweresteppingoutoftheofficegatewhenthey

metJeffery'sdrivercomingoutofoneofJeffery's

car.TheGwagontobeprecise.

"HelloMissJane,goodevening"

"GoodeveningMr.Solomonwhatareyoudoing

here?"

"I'mheretopickyouma'am"

"Andwhoaskedyoutodothat?"



AmakanudgedJanewithherhips"howcanyouask

that,isn'titobviouswhosenthim?PleaseMr.

Solomondoforgivemyfriendshecanbelikethat

sometimes,youstillrememberouraddressright?"

"Yesofcoursema'am"

"Great,let'sgothen"

AmakahoppedintothecarwhileJanestood

watching,mouthagape.Sometimesshecan'tbring

herselftounderstandhowherfriendjustswitches

sideslikealightbulb.

"Areyoucomingornot?"Amakaaskedfromthe

window,Janescoffedandjoinedherinthecar.

"Ican'tbelieveyoujusthoppedin,Ithoughtwewere



goingtotakeabus?"

"Whatisitwithyouandsuffering,didyousign

contractwithit?BecauseIclearlydon'tunderstand

howyouwouldprefertorideinapublicbusinstead

ofridinginaprivatecarnotjustanyprivatecarbut

aG-wagon.Mydearfriendyouneedhelp"

"YoumakeitseemlikeIenjoysuffering,whichisfar

fromthetruthyouclearlydon'tunderstand"

"Oh,really?Makeme"

"Idon'twantittoseemlikeIagreedtodatehim

becauseofhismoney,Idon'twanttocomeoffas

beingmaterialistic"

AmakaheldJane'shandsinhers"Butyoudidn'task

himtosendhisdrivertocomepickyou,hediditon



hisowninitiative,Janestoptryingtosabotageyour

ownhappiness,ratherenjoyeverymomentofit

beforetheyarepricelessandwillnevercomeback

toyou"

"Iwilltry"Janesaidwitharesignedvoice.

"Nonono..youaregoingtodomorethanjusttry,

youaregoingtomakeaconsciouseffortokay?"

ShewaitedforJane'sreplyandwhennonewas

forthcomingshepokedherhardonherribs.

"Ouch..whatwasthatfor?"

Inresponse,Amakapokedheragainthistimeitwas

harder.



"Fine,fineIpromiseIwillmakeaconsciouseffort

atbeinghappy,canyoustoppokingmealready?"

"Better"

Thedrivertookadifferentturnfromtheoneleading

towheretheylived.

"MrSolomonthat'sawrongturn"Janepointedout.

"Iknowma'ambutMrJefferyrequestedIbringyou

girlstocomemeethimatRaddisonLounge"

"Idon'tunderstand,whatishappeningthere?"

"OhGodthisgirlwhyareyoulikethis?''Amaka

askedsmackingherhandonherforehead''Doyou

needtoknowwhatisgoingontherebeforeyougo?



It'sRaddisonLoungeforGod'ssake.Whatelsedo

peopledoatthelounge?MrSolomonpleasewith

allpleasuredotakeustoRaddisonLounge"

Thedriverwastornbetweencontinuingthejourney

orstoppingtoexplaintoJane,thetrafficthat

eveningwasfreeflowing,himstoppingwill

definitelycausetheflowtoceaseandthelastthing

hewantedwastoincurthewrathofthepeople

drivingbehindhimsoheoptedtoexplaintoher

whilehedrove.

"Ma'am,MrJefferyishavingdrinkswithhisfriends

andwouldlikeyoubothtojoinhim"

JustthenJane'sphonerang,shepickedituponthe

secondring;itwasJefferycalling.

"Hibeautiful,howwasyourday?"



"Itwasokay"

"WiththetuneofyourvoiceIcantellyouhaveseen

mydriver?"

"Ohsoyouweretheonewhosenthim?Iwas

actuallythinkingwewerebeingkidnapped"Jane

saidwithsarcasminhervoice.

"Whatistheproblem?youdon'tsoundhappy"

Janewantedtogivehimapieceofhermindbut

thenshedidn'twanttoappearbeingrudetohimin

frontofAmakaandMrSolomon,especiallyMr

Solomonhisemployee.

"Wewilltalkaboutitwhenwesee"



"Alright,areyougirlsonyourwayalready?"

"Yes,seeyouwhenwegetthere"

"Bye"

JaneturnedtolookatAmakawhowascompletely

losttypingawayonherphone,shedidn'tseemto

havebeenlisteningtoJane'sconversationand

neitherwasMrSolomonwhowascompletely

focusedontheroad.

Fewminuteslater,theyarrivedtheLounge

premises.Thedriverdroppedthemattheentrance

andthenwentinsearchofaparkingspace.

"YouknowDelemightbeheretoo?"Janewhispered

toAmakaastheywalkedin.



"Well,goodforhimIcouldn'tcareless"Amaka

replied.EvenifshetriedtoappearnonchalantJane

couldsensethatshewastensed,thismadeher

smileinwardly,forthefirsttimethefearlessAmaka

seemstensedaboutseeingsomeone.Thiswasan

eveningJanewassurelylookingforwardto.

Astheywalkedin,theysightedJefferysittinginone

oftheVIPsessionswithhisfriends,Janeand

Amakawalkedtowardstheirdirectionandbefore

theygotthere;Jefferywhohasalreadyseenthem,

metwiththemhalfway.

"Heytherebeautiful"hesaidashepulledJaneinfor

ahugandthenproceededtogiveherakissonthe

forehead.

"Goodevening"

"Goodevening,what'swrong?youdon'tlooktoo



happy"JefferyaskedashesearchedJane'sface.

"Canwetalkinprivate?"

"Yeahsurelet'sgotothepoolside"astheywere

leavingheturnedtoinformMichaelandtheothers

toexcusethem"excuseusguyswewillbeback

shortly"

"Youcan'twaitanylongerhuh?"Deleaskedin

betweenlaughs.Anitawhowassittingclosetohim

hadtosmackhimontheshoulders.

"Anita,whatdidyoudothatfor?"

"Whydoyoualwaysassumetheworstabout

things?"



"Howdoyoumeanbythat?Anita'spregnancyis

beginningtoaffectyourbrain?Whyareyoualways

aggressive?"

"It'syourbrainthat'snotworkingwell,in-factyou---"

"Notnowyouboth"Michaelinterruptedthem,the

lastthinghewantedtowitnesswashiswife

fightingwithherbrother,hehasseenenoughfights

betweenthosetwotolasthimalifetime,theonly

thinghewantedrightnowwastorelaxsoheturned

toAmakawhojustjoinedthem.

"Hidear,youmustbeJane'sfriendJefferytoldus

about,Amakaright?"

"Yeah,youareright''

''HmmmthefamousAmaka"Michaelrepeatedthe



namewithaknowingsmileashelookedatDele

whohasrefusedtoacknowledgeAmaka'spresence.

Amakawantedtoaskwhathemeantwiththelook

butthendecidedagainstit.

"Atleastofferheraseatbeforebombardingthegirl

withquestions''Anitascoldedasshepattedaseat

closetoherforAmakatosit.''pleasedohaveasit

Amaka''

''Sorrymybad''Michaelapologized"Pleasehavea

sit,whatwouldyouliketodrink?"

"Smirnofficewillbefine"

"Smirnofficeitisthen"hesignaledtothewaiterto

cometakeherorder.



Astheygottothepoolside,JefferynoticedJane

wasn'tsmilingwhateveritisshewantedtotalk

aboutmustbeimportant.

"Herehaveaseat"

"NoIwouldprefertostand"

"Okayasyouwish,sowhatisthatyouwanttotalk

about?"

"Whyarewehere?"

"Excuseme?Idon'tunderstandyourquestion"

"Whydidyouaskyourdrivertobringushere?"

"BecauseIwanttotakeyouandyourfriendout?"



"Whataboutaskingmefirst?Youcan'tjustaskyour

drivertocomefetchmelikeI'msomecommodity

youpurchased!"

Jefferywasshortofwords,itseemseverydirection

heturnstopleasethisgirlendsupbackfiring.

"Wellforgivemeforwantingtohelpmygirlfriend

andherbestfriendrelaxafterastressfulday,I

didn'tknowIhadtoseekyourpermissionfirst,be

restassuredIwillnevermakesuchmistakenext

time"

"NoJefferyyouare-----"

ShewascutshortbyDelewhorantomeetthemat

thepoolside.



"Sorrytointerruptyouguysbutwehaveasituation,

Anita'swaterjustbroke"

.

.

MichaeldrovehiswifetothehospitalwhileDele

andJefferyfollowedbehindintheirrespectivecars.

JaneandAmakawerewithJefferyinhisowncar.

Ontheirwaytothehospital,Janetriedconversing

withJefferybuthekeptgivinghercoldrepliesso

shegaveup.

AmakacouldsensethetensedairbetweenJane

andJefferybutdecidedtomindherownbusiness

andinsteadthinkofhowshewasgoingtogetback

herNationalIdentityCardfromthatcrazyplayer;

Dele.Throughouttheirshortstayatthelounge,he

keptpretendingnottonoticeher.Hewantstoplay

games?shewasdefinitelygoingtoshowhimhow

it'sdone.



Whentheyallgottothehospital,Anitawasplaced

onawheelchairandwheeledintooneofthewards

bythenurses.

Thirtyminuteslatertheobstetricianincharge,came

outofthewardtospeaktotherestofthem

includingMichaelwhowasnearlypacingahole

intothereceptionfloor.
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"Hercontractionsarefifteenminutesapart,wewill

stillhavetowaitalittlelongerbeforeshecango

intofulllabor"Hesaid.

"ThankyoudoctorcanIseeher?"Michaelaskeda

bitanxious.

"Ofcoursebutyouwillhavetobecarefulnotto



upsether,sheisabitsensitiverightnow"

"Suredoctor,thankyou"

Michaelwentintothewardwhiletherestofthem

waitedoutsidetogivehimsomeprivacywithhis

wife.

"Heybabehowareyoufeeling?"

"Weird,thereisthispainthatcomeswiththe

contractionsandthenthereisthefeelingthatthe

babymightpopoutfromin-betweenmylegsany

minute"

"Hahahahahaha"

"What'sfunny!"Amakaaskedinanangrytune.



"Uhm..."Michaelclearshisthroat"nothing,I'mso

sorrythatwasinsensitive"

"Yousurearerightthatwassoinsensitiveofyou,

I'mabouttogivebirthtoourbabyandit'sfunnyto

you?Ithinkweshouldtradeplacessoyoucanhave

afeelofwhatI'mgoingthrough!"

"BabeI'msosorry,youknowIdidn'tmeanitthat

way,ifIcantradeplaceswithyou,Iwouldwithout

battinganeyelid"

"Yeahrighttellmeaboutit"

"BabeI'msorry,isthereanythingyouwouldlikeme

togetforyou?"

"YesthebagcontainingeverythingIwouldbe



needingformylaborandforthebaby"

"Iaskedourhousekeepertogetthem,Iorderedfor

anUbertobringhertothehospital,shewillbehere

anytimesoon"

"Alright"

"Wouldyouliketoeatanything?Icouldorderfor

somefoodtobebroughttoyou"

''NoMichael,foodisthelastthingonmymindright

now,theonlythingIwantistohavethisoverand

donewith''

''I'msorrybabe,Idon'tknowwhatIcandotohelp''

''YouseewhyIalwaysinsistedonyoufollowingme



toantenatalclasses?butyounevercameforany''

Shecouldsenseherhusbandwasconfusedand

scared,shepattedthebedforhimtosit.Heobliged

herandheldherhands.

"Ineedyoutobestrongforus,I'mgoingintolabor

togivebirthtoourbaby,youdon'thavetobe

scared,mybodywasmadeforthisremember?"

"I'msorryI'mjustconfusedAnita,Ihavepictured

thisdayseveraltimesinmyheadandnowthatit's

finallyhappening,Ican'tseemtodoanythingright"

"Buthoneyyouaredoingeverythingjustright,I'm

sorryIknowIhaven'tbeenthebestwifesincethis

preg---"

"Shhhhh"Michaelshutherupwithaplaceofhis



indexfingeronherlips"BabestopapologizingI

understandyou'repregnantandyougetthe

hormoneskickinginfromtimetotime"

"I'msorry"

"StopapologizingI...."

HewascutshortbyAnita'snextcontractionwhich

hadhergroaning,thiscausedMichaeltopanic.He

wantedtogocallthedoctorbutAnitawasholding

ontightlytohiswrist.Shedugherfingernailsinto

hisskinintheprocess.Afteraminutesherelaxed

hergriponhishandsandopenedhereyes.

"Areyouokay?ShouldIcallthedoctor?"

"Noit'sfinebesidesthedoctorwillheresoon,just

helpmeupIneedtowalkaroundtheroomalittle



bit,thenursesaidithelpreducemybackache''

Headmiredherstrength,hecouldseeshewasin

painbutwastryinghardnottoshowit,toavoid

scaringhim.

"You'regoingtobeagreatmother"Hesaidashe

helpedherupfromthebed.

"Youthinkso?SometimesIfearImightjustmess

thingsup"

"Noyouwon't,weareinthistogetherremember?"

Heplacedakissonherforehead.

Afteranhour,Michaelcameouttomeethisfriends

atthereception."Thanksguys,butIthinkyou



shouldgohomeandrestIwillcalltoletyouknow

onceshedelivers,Idon'twanttokeepyouguys"

"Youneednotworryaboutusman,wewillstaywith

you,sheisoursistertooremember?"Delereplied

ashepattedMichaelontheback.

"Youarenotgettingridoffusthateasilyman"

JefferyrepliedandthenwenttocheckonJanewho

seatedwithAmakaattheoppositeendofthe

reception,hesquattedsohewasonsameeyelevel

asher,heusedhisrighthandtotuckastrayhair

fromherfacebehindherear.

"Hey,I'msorrytodragyouintothis,Ihaveaskedmy

drivertotakeyougirlshome"

"It'sfineyoudon'thavetoapologize,howisshe?"



"Sheisdoingokay"

"Youdon'thavetoworrywewilltakeacabhome,

wedon'twanttobeabother"

"Jane.....notagain,Ithoughtwe'vehadthis

discussionbeforenow?"Jefferyclosedhiseyes

andkneadedhistemplefromexhaustion.

"Pleaseallowmydrivertakeyouhome,it'sgetting

lateandIdon'twantyououtonyourown.Please?"

"Okay,fine"

Jefferysaidnothing,hejustgaveanodandleft.

"Whatwasthatabout?"Amakaaskedasshe

scootedclosertoJane.



"Youknowit'sbadmannerstoeavesdroponother

people'sconversationsright?"

"FirstofallyouandJefferyarenototherpeopleand

secondofallIwasn'teavesdroppingIjust

happenedtohearyourdiscussion,besidesitwasn't

likeyouwerehavingsomesecretconversationor

something"

"I'msorryIdidn'tmeanittocomeoutlikethat,I'm

justtired"

"Ofwhatexactly?"

"This"Janegesticulatedwithherhands."Everything

seemssooverwhelming,oneminuteIwasrunning

intoJefferyandspillingmysmoothiecontenton

him,thenextminuteI'minhishousediscussing

businessandnowI'mhisgirlfriend"Janesaid



feelingtired.

"Youmissedthepartwhereyouspentthenightat

hisplaceandyouguyskissed"

"Amaka!Howisthatsupposedtohelp?"

"I'msorry,mypointistrytoseethisfromthisangle"

Amakasaidmakingasignwithherfingers.

"Whatangleareyoutalkingabout?"

"Thisguyismadlyinlovewithyouandyouclearly

likehimtoo"

"So?"

"Sodon'tfightit,stoptryingtorationalize



everythingbeforeyoucanenjoyit.Foronceyouget

theopportunitytoliveandbehappywithouthaving

tolookoveryourshoulders,Jefferyhasswornto

protectyouandfromthelookofthingshehasbeen

tryingtodoso.Myquestioniswhyareyoutryingto

stophim?"

Janelookedatthemanwhomshehascometolike

morethanshecouldadmittoherself,thesightof

himstandingwithhisfriendsturnedfamilymelted

Jane'sheart.Hestoodwithhisarmsfoldedashe

staredintothedirectionthedoctorstookAnitato,

hehadapensivelookonhisface.Janewanted

nothingmorethantokisshimuntilthatlookonhis

facewasreplacedwithasmile.Whywouldn'tshe

justlethimloveher?

"SometimesIfearifIgetusedtoit,itmightallget

blownupinmyface"

"Bywhom?Andevenifitdoesgetblownup,you



wouldknowyoutried,yougaveloveachance,you

gaveyourselfachancetobehappy.Jane

sometimesyoujustneedtoliveforthemoment.

Stopworryingaboutwhattomorrowholdsbecause

youareonlyguaranteedofthisminute"

Janetriedspeakingbutdecidedagainstit,soshe

noddedinstead.

"Ifit'snotmeanttobeit'sstillgoingtogetblownup,

sowhynotenjoyitnowthatit'shere?Wecan't

controlordecidewhattomorrowbringsourwaybut

whatwesurecancontrolisthisminutethatwelive

in.Liveandfeeleverymomentbeforeitescapes"

FewminuteslaterJeffrey'sdriverwalkedintothe

hospital.Jefferysawhimcomein,sohesignaled

himtowherehewasstanding.Theyspokefor

somesecondsandhewalkeduptoJaneand

Amaka.



"Goodeveningma'am,Ihavebeenaskedtodrive

yougirlshome"

AmakafollowedhimtothecarwhileJanewentto

sayhergoodbyestotheguys.Asshewasleaving,

Jefferyfollowedher.Whentheygottowherethe

carwasparked,Amakaandthedriverwerealready

seatedinthecar.JefferyopenedthedoorforJane

andjustbeforeshegotinsheturnedandfacedhim.

"Afteralltheseisoverperhapswecansitandtalk?"

"Yeahsure"Jefferyrespondedasheplacedakiss

onherforehead."GoodnightJane"
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"Irememberthelasttimeyoucarefullypickedout

yourdressforwork,andthatwaswhenyouwere

meetingJefferyinhisofficeforthefirsttime,

anythingspecialIshouldknowabout?"Amaka

askedasshetoweledherbody,shejustfinished

havingherbathandJanewasalreadygetting

dressedforwork.

"Well...Notthatit'sanyofyourbusinessbutI'm

meetingJefferyafterworktoday"

"Hmmmmsoundslikesomeoneisabouttoget

some"AmakadancedaroundJane,makingher

giggle.

"Noit'snotlikethat,wearejustmeetingfordrinks

andalsototalkaboutwhathappenedtwodaysago

atthelounge"



"OhthatremindsmehasMichael'swifeputtobed?"

''Amaka!Ofcourseshehas,rememberItoldyou

thatsamenightwhenJefferycalledtoinformme?''

''OhsorryImusthaveforgotten,shegavebirthtoa

boyright?''

''Yesshedid,atleastyourememberedthat

part'��

''Whatever,soafteryourdiscussionwithJeffery,

whatnext?''

"Icomehomeandsleep,doyouwantmetohelp

yougetsomethingonmywayback?"Sheasked

mischievouslyfeigningnottounderstandwhat

Amakawasdrivingat.



"Youknowthat'snotwhatImeantsilly,butthenI

willleaveyoualone"

"Goodbecausewewillbelateforworkifyoudon't

getdressedontime''.

ThroughoutthatdayatworkJanekepttryingto

avoidKatherinewhowasalwayswantingtotalkto

heraboutJeffery.AtlunchKatherinecametosit

withherandAmakabutAmakawasquicktotellher

off.

"Whyareyousittinghere?"AmakaaskedKatherine

rudely.

"BecausethisiswhereIwanttosit"Katherine

repliedAmakadefiantly.



Thesetwoneverlikedthemselvesfromdayoneand

theydon'thesitateinshowingtheirhatetowards

eachother.

"Wellyoucan'tsithere,gofindyourselfanother

tabletosit"

"Sayswho?"Katherineaskedgettingreadyfora

fightwithAmaka.

"Me?"Amakasaidasshestoodfoldingherarms

andwaitingforKatherine'snextreply.

"Wellgirls,Idon'tthinkweshouldfightoverthis,we

canallsharethetablebesidesthere'splentyof

roomtocontainusall"Janesaid,tryingtointervene

inordertoavoidafaceoffbetweenAmakaand

Katherine.



"Janethisgirlisnotgoingtositwithus,lethergo

andfindsomewhereelsetosit"Amakarepliednot

takinghereyesoffKatherine.

"Amakapleaselet'snotfightoverthis,let'sjusteat

ourfoodandgo"

AfterwhatfeltlikeforeverinJane'seyes,Amaka

finallysatdown,thoughitwasreluctantlybutJane

wasgratefulallthesame.Thelastthingshewanted

wasforbothofthemtogetintoafightand

revealinghersecretofdatingJefferytoVivian.

Whileatthemiddleoflunch,Jane'sphonerangit

wasJefferycallingher.Themomentshesawthe

callerIDshequicklyturnedthephoneupsidedown

onthetable.

"Won'tyoutakeyourcallJane?"Katherineasked

withsomuchinterest.



"Yeahwon'tyoutakeyourcallJane?"Amakasaid

backingKatherineup.

"Uhmmm...It'snotimportantIwillcalltheperson

backafterlunch"sherepliedstaringdaggersat

Amakawhorefusedtolookatherface.

"Oryoucouldexcuseyourselfandgotakethecall

outside?"WasAmaka'sresponsewhowashaving

funfromputtingJaneonthespot.

"OhIknowwhoiscallingyou''Katherinebeamed.

''Reallyyoudo?''Janeaskedinfear

''It'sastalkingexright?Weallgetoneofthose

sometimes"



"Really?Youdohaveexeswhostalkyou?"Jane

asked

"Yeahyeah,whodoesn't?"Katherineansweredwith

arollofhereyes.

"WellIdon't,noteveryonedatespsychopaths"

Amakasaidasshestooduptoleavethetable.

"IneversaidIdatepsychopaths,besidesittakes

onlyapsychopathtoknowafellowpsychopath!"

"Chilloutgirls,let'snotstartanotherfight.Katherine

I'msorry,I'mverysureAmakadidn'tmeanitthat

way,rightAmaka?"

"I'mnotdoingthis,I'mofftomydeskJane"And

withthat,Amakaelegantlywalkedtotheelevator



makingsuretoswayherassjustincaseKatherine

waswatching.

"Whydoesn'tyourfriendlikeme?DidIdo

somethingtooffendher?"

"Noyoudidn't,I'msorryforAmaka'sbehaviorI'm

sureshewillcomearound"

"Wellifyousayso,sohowisJefferydoing?"

HerquestioncausedJanetochokeonherwater

"howdoyoumean?I....don'tunderstand"

"OhsorryImeanttoaskifyouhadseenorheard

fromJefferyrecently?"

"Oh,noIhaven'tseenhimorheardfromhimsince



afterhesignedthecontract"Janeliedtryingtolook

believable.

"Ohokay,pleasewhenyoudoseehim,wouldyou

letmeknow?"

Janesatthere,confusedstaringatthegirlwhohas

suddenlybecomesoobsessedwithherboyfriend

andallshewantedwastotellhertobackoffand

stayoffhermanbutthenshecouldn'tdothat.So

shedecideditwasbesttoleavebeforesheended

updoingsomethingstupid.

"Whereareyougoing?"

"I'mgoingbacktotheofficeKatherine"

"Butyouaren'tevenfinishedhavingyourlunch

yet?"Sheaskedalittleconfused.



"YeahIknowbutIjustrememberedIhavetocall

mypsychopathexback,youseehewasactually

theonecallingearlier,andifIdon'tcallbackheis

goingtostartstalkingmeandthenfollowme

everywhereandthenforcememarryhim''

''YouarenotmakinganysenseJane''

EvenJanewasn'tmakinganysensetoherself,but

itwaseithersheleftorshewasgoingtodo

somethingstupid.

''Yeahthat'sthethingaboutmyex,nothingabout

himmakessense,Ihavetogonowbye''Shemade

aquickdashfortheelevatorbeforeKatherine

stoppedher.

****************************************



Atthecloseofwork,JanedecidedtocallJeffery.

"Heytherepumpkin,howhaveyoubeen?"camehis

deephuskyvoice

"Good,howwasyourday?"

"Itwasokay,stillatitthough,Ihaveacoupleof

thingstodobeforeIcallitaday.Howwasyours?

YouaredonewithworkIpresume?"

"YeahIam,yourememberwearemeetingtoday

right?"

"YeahIhaven'tforgotten,Iwasactuallycallingyou

earliertoknowifmydrivercouldcomepickyou

up?"



"Ohyeahaboutthat,sorryIcouldn'tpickyourcall

thenbutnottoworrybecauseIalreadyorderedfor

anuber".

"Hmmsoundslikeyoualreadyhaveaplacein

mind?"

Janecouldhearsoundofpapersbeingshuffledat

thebackground,shecouldtellhewasbusybutwas

stillmakingouttimeforher.Everytime,thisguy

justkeepsgivingherreasonstolikehimmore.

"Jane,areyouthere?"

"Yeahyeah,uhmmactuallyIwasthinkingof

comingtomeetyouatyourofficeandthenwecan

gosomewheretogether"



"Okaythatsoundslikeaplan,thereisthisnew

relaxationspotthatjustopenednottoofarfrommy

office,Iheardit'sareallycoolplacetohangoutand

theybringartiststocomeplayonceinawhile.

Maybewecouldgothere"

"Alrightthen"

"IevenheardSimiwillbeplayingtonight"

"Really?WearesogoingthereI'monmyway"

Jefferycouldn'thelpbutlaughathereagerness

sometimes.Hedecidedtoquicklyfinishupthe

remainingworkhehadleftbeforeshearrived.

Thirtyminuteslaterhewasdonewithworkand

sinceJanehasn'tarrivedyet,hedecidedtoputa

callthroughtohismom.Hewassupposedtobe



meetingupwithherafterworkatMichael'splace.

ShehasbeenhelpingoutAnitasinceherdelivery

soshewasalwaysattheirplacemostofthetime.

"Hellomummy,goodeveningma"

"Goodeveningmysonhowareyou?"

"I'mfinethankyoumummy"

"Okaythat'sgood,areyoustillattheoffice?"

"Yesmom,IhaveacoupleofthingsIneedtotidy

upbeforeleaving"

"Sothatmeansyouwon'tbecomingtoseeuslike

youplanned?"



"Aboutthat,Idon'tthinkIcanmakeittoday,

becausewhenIleavetheofficeIhaveother

engagementstoattendto"

"Hmmmthisboyandengagements,Ijusthope

engagementringwillcomeoutofonetheseyour

numerousengagements?"

"MummywhenIsaidengagementwhatImeantw.."

"Iknowwhatyoumeant,don'tteachmeEnglishmy

friend,whatIdoalsoknowisthattherearewomen

involvedinthesesupposedengagements"

"MummyIthinkyouare.."

"I'mwhat?YouseehowMichaeldecidedtobe

responsibleandgetmarried?Nowheisafatherbut

Idon'tknowwhattheproblemiswithyouandDele,



it'sasifallmyprayersarenotworking,abiyouboth

havedecidedtoremainLagosbachelorsforlife?''

"MummyIhavetoldyouIwillgetmarriedwhenthe

timeisright"

"WhenJeffery?Whenexactlyisthetiminggoingto

beright?Ordon'tyouwanttohaveabeautifulson

thatwilllooklikeyoujustasMichael'ssonlooks

likehim?"

"Mummytheboyisn'tevenuptoaweekoldand

youalreadyknowwhohelookslike?"

"Ibathehimeverydayremember?Anddon'ttryto

changethesubject"

Jefferyalwayshatedmomentslikethis;whenhis

mothergetsonandontalkingabouthowheneeds



togetmarried,onewouldhavethoughtthatafter

thescareoflosinghimshewasgoingtobackdown

alittlebit,shedidn't.Insteadsheonlywentonafew

weeksbreakandcamebackwithafullswing.

"HowisJane?"Hismotherasked

Andasiftoanswerherquestion,Janewalkedinto

theofficeinabreathtakingblackgownandapair

ofheelpumpsthatmadeherlookbossyinan

appealingway.

"Sheisfine,Ihavetogonowmom,Iwilltalktoyou

later"

"Waitbeforeyougo,whyhaven'tyouaskedherout

yet?Iknowyoulikeher"

Ifonlyhismotherknewthehalfofit,butthenhe



wasn'tabouttolethismotherinonhisbusiness

withJaneespeciallynotwithherstandinginhis

officelookingthisstunninglybeautiful.

"Mom,Ihavetogonow,tellAnitaIwillcallherlater.

Bye"

HehungupandthengavehisfullattentiontoJane.

"Heyboss''

''Boss?''sheaskedconfused.

''Youlookbossyinyouroutfit''heansweredashe

walkeduptoherandpulledherintohisarmsfora

hugandthenakiss.''Andsexyashell''

''Itakeitthatyoulikeitthen?''



''Iloveit''
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Jeffery'sdriverdrovethemtoawaterhangoutspot

inLekki,itwasaloungebuiltfrombambooontop

ofwater.

Whentheygotoutofthecar,theygotintoaspeed

boatwhichseemedtobewaitingforthemeven

beforetheyarrivedandtookthemtothelounge

whichwasnottoofarfromtheseashore.Jane

suspectedJefferymusthavearrangedforthe

speedboattowaitforthem.



Whentheywalkedintothelounge,theyweregiven

awarmwelcomebyoneofthewaitresseswho

showedthemtoatablewheretheycouldhavean

ambienceoftheseaview.Theloungewasexquisite

andithadanatmospherewhichenabledoneto

unwindafterahardday'swork.Fewminuteslater

thewaitresscamewithtwoglassesofwateranda

menu.

"Thankyou"Jefferysaidasheperusedthemenu

andpointedathischoiceofmeal."Babewhat

wouldyouliketohave?"

"Iwillhavewhateveryouarehaving"Janereplied

smiling

"Youheardthelady,twoplatesitisthen"

Thewaitressgaveacutenodandthenlefttoget

theirorders.



''Ihopeyoulikesalad?Becausethat'swhatI

ordered"

''Justthat?''Janeaskedabitdisappointed,she

knewshewaswatchingherweightandallbutthat

doesn'tmeanshewasgoingtohaveonlysalad,she

washungryandsaladwasdefinitelynotgoingto

quenchherhungertonight.

''whydoyouseemdisappointed?Weren'tyouthe

onewhosaidyouweregoingtohavewhateverI

washaving?''hesaidclearlyteasingher.

''yesbutIwasn'texpectingyoutoorderforsalad?I

didn'tcrossallthesewaterjusttocomeandeat

salad''shesaidwithsomuchemphasisonthe

salad.

''Calmdownboss,Ididn'torderforsalad''Jeffery



chuckledatJane'sfacialexpressionwhenshe

finallyrealizedhewasjustteasingher.

''Youshouldseeyourfacerightnow,

hahahahahahahahahahahaha''

AsJefferylaughed,thewaitressarrivedwiththeir

food,''hereisyourmeal;friedriceembellishedwith

shrimpsalongsidesailor'schickenandabottleof

whitewinetogowithit''

Jane'smouthwateredasshewatchedthewaitress

placetheplatescontainingthefoodontheirtable.

''Sir,ma'am,ifthatwillbeall?''sheaskedwhenshe

wasdone.

''Thatwillbeallfornowthankyou''



''Yourmealishereandit'snotsalad,IhopeIstillget

tokeepmyheadonmyshoulders?''

''Nooneeversaidanythingaboutcuttingyourhead

off''Janerepliedfeelingalittlebitashamedforher

reactionearlier.

''Iwasjustjoking,comeonlet'seat''Jefferytooka

forkfulofhischickenandfedJanewithit.

''hmmmmmmm..thistastessogood''Janesaidas

shetastedthechicken''whatwasitthewaitress

calleditagain?''

''Sailor'schicken''Jefferysaidasheproceededto

eathisownfood.

''Wellthesailorsuredoesknowhowtopreparea

chicken''shesaidlaughing.



''Youknowyoucanbeveryfunnyattimes''

''Welllet'sjustsay,thissailor'schickenbringsout

thefuninme''sherepliedcausingJefferytolaugh

evenharderthistime.

Theyatetherestoftheirfoodinsilenceandwhen

theyweredone,thewaitresscameandclearedtheir

table.

''Thankyou''Jefferysaidtoherassheleftwiththe

dishes.Janecouldn'thelpbutsmileathis

politeness.

Whyareyousmiling?"askedJeffery.

"Nothing,justwonderinghowsomeoneas

influentialasyourselfsaythankyoutoeveryone,



eventhosewhomyoucouldn'tcarelessabout"

"isthatabadthing?"

"Nono,it'sagoodthing,actuallyyouarethefirst

richpersonIknowwhodoesn'thaveahaughty

attitudetowardsthosewhotheyfeelarebeneath

them"

"HmmnowI'mbeginningtofeellikeagoodperson"

hesaidashetappedhisindexfingeronhischeek

pretendingtobeinthought.

"Ofcourseyouareagoodperson,youaregreat

personJeff"Janestretchedherhandsacrossthe

tableandusedittowraphishands.

"ThenwhydoyoukeeppushingmeawayanytimeI

trytogetcloser?"



Janetriedtakingbackherhandsbutheheldthem

withhis"Babesyouaredoingitagain,pleasestop

running,talktomewhatisitthatmakesyourun

everytimeyouareshownlove?"

"I'mnotrunning,I'mjust…"Janeendedhersentence

midwayasthewaitresscamebackwithdessert.

shetookasipofherwine,Simihadjustarrivedand

shewassingingoneofJane'sfavoritesong.She

wantednothingmorethantodancesoshetook

Jeffery'shandasshestoodup.

"Whatareyoudoing?"

"Let'sdance"

"Okay"Jefferysaidnotlookingtoosurebutyet

obligedandfollowedhertothedancefloor.Few

minuteslatertheywerejoinedbyfewothercouples



andtheyalldancedandlaughedasSimisang.

Whenthesongcametoanend,theybothwentto

theirseat,leavingothercouplesonthedancefloor

whowerevibingtoSimi'snextsong.

"I'mscaredIwillloseyou"

"What?"Jefferyaskednotquitehearingherclearly.

"I'mscaredImightloseyou,that'swhyIdon'tallow

youtogettooclose"Janereplied.

"Babywhatmadeyouthinkyouaregoingtolose

me?"

"Noonehaseverlovedmeenoughtostickaround"



''WellI'mnotjustanyone,I'mJeffery,Jeffery

Ademolatobeprecise''

"andthatevenscaresmemore,mybiological

motherneverlikedmeenoughtostickaround,that

waswhyshedumpedmeinadumpster,andmy

motherattheorphanage?ShediedjustwhenI

neededherthemost"

"ohbaby,yourmotherleavingyouhasnothingtodo

withyounotbeinglovableandasforyouradopted

mother'sdeath;I'mquitesureifshecouldhelpit,

shewouldstillbealivejusttoseeyougrowup.

Don'tbeatyourselfoveritbabe"

"ButIjustcan'thelpbutthinkyouaregoingtoleave

metoo"

"I'mgoingnowherebabe,I'mhereaslongasyou

don'tkickmeout"



Janesmiledathisstatement.

"BabyIdon'tknowwhatIcansayordotoputyour

mindatease,soI'mgoingsaythis;let'stakeitone

dayatatime,andpromisetoalwaysvoiceoutour

fearstoeachother,andnevertokeepsecretsfrom

eachother.Canwedothat?"

Janenodded"Yes,onedayatatimenosecrets"

"Andyoupromisetoalwaystovoiceoutyourfears

andnotpushmeawayinstead?"

"IpromisetoalwaysletyouknowwheneverIfeel

scaredorthreatenedaboutourrelationship"

"AndIpromisetodosametoo"Jefferyrepliedashe

leanedacrossthetableandplantedakissonher



lips.Janewhowasn'tafanofpublicdisplayof

affectionfeltshy.

"Issomeoneshy?"Jefferyasked

"ThisisapublicplaceJeff"

"Andso?Wejustdancedinfrontofeveryone

remember?"

"Thatwasdifferent,besidesit'snoteverydayyou

gettoseeSimiperform"Janetrieddefending

herselfevenifsheknewitwasbaseless.

"Ohmybeautifulbaby,sometimesyoujustwantto

liveandnotberestricted,thenasifthereisthis

reminderatthebackofyourbrainthatjustreminds

youtoholdyourselfbackandthenboomyouare

backinyourshell"



Janehavingnothingtodefendherselfwith,decided

topayattentiontoherdessertinstead.

''Canwegohome?''Janeaskedaftertheywere

donewithdessert.

''Areyousure?BecauseIwasgoingtoorderso

morewine''

"yesJeff,I'mjusttired,Iwantgetoutofthesework

clothesintosomethingmorecomfortable"

"Wellthen,comehomewithme,youcanchange

intosomethingmorecomfortableandthenwecan

watchoneofthosemoviesyoulovewatching,Ican

eventhrowinamassage"Jefferywinked.

"Well,thatsoundstemptingbutIhavetobeatwork



tomorrow,andIdon'thaveworkclotheswithmefor

tomorrow"

"WhatifItoldyouthatwon'tbeaproblem?"

"Youwantustogoshoppingforworkclothes,this

evening?NothanksIwillpass"

"No,Iboughtthemalready,soallyouneeddois

makeapick"

"Youwentshoppingformealready?"

"Yeah,fortimeslikethis".Jefferysaidfeelingproud

ofhimself."Sowhatotherexcusedoyouhave?"

"JefferyI.."



"IknowsexisoffthetableJane,allI'maskingisfor

metospendsometimewithmygirlfriend.The

houseseemssolonelywithoutyouinitthesedays.

Ihavegottenusedtohavingyouaround,youcan't

blameme"HesaidmakingapitifulfacesoJane

couldpityhim.

Janewasoutofexcusestogivesoshefinally

cavedin."OkayIwilljusthavetocallAmakaand

informher"

"Ye"Jefferybumpedhisfistintheairlikea

secondaryschoolboywhojustgothisfirstkiss.

WhentheyarrivedJeffrey'sapartment,heshowed

hertotheroomwhereshesleptthefirstnightshe

spentinhishouse.Initwasahugewardrobewhich

wasusuallyemptysaveforsometowelsforvisitors

tousewhenevertheyspentthenight.Butwhen

Janeopenedit,thistimeitwasfilledwithdifferent

femaleclothes,rangingfromofficewearstocasual



outfits,nightwears,shoes,sandalsandslipon.If

Janedecidednotgobacktoherapartmentforthe

nextonemonth,shestillwouldn'thavefinished

wearingalltheclothes.

"Doyouthinkyoucanfindsomethingtheretowear

totheofficetomorrow?"

"Areyoukiddingme?Thisisanentirecollection"

Shewalkedtowherehewasstandingandpulled

himdownforakiss.

"Thankyou"

"OhIlovethewayyouthankme,domindthanking

meagain?"



AfterJaneshowered,shechangedintooneofthe

nightwearJefferyhadboughther.Itwasalacy

gownwhichcamewithasatincoat.JanethoughtIt

strangehowhewasabletogetherperfectsize.

Sheintendedtoaskhimwhenshegotdownstairs.

Shetiedherhairwithascarfsheusuallycarriesin

herbag,sinceshedidn'thaveabonnettowear,the

scarfwillsufficeforthenight.

Whenshegottothekitchen,Jefferywasgettingout

somecookiesforthemtoeatwhiletheywatcheda

movie.

"I'mcurious,howdidyouknowmyexactsize?"

"HaveyouforgottenIgotyousomeclotheswhile

youstayedhereafteryouraccident?"Heopened

thekitchencabinetandtookoutaplate,Janetook

theplatefromhimandrinseditinthesink.



"YesandIalsorememberIhadtoslimfitsomeof

thembecausetheyweretoobig,buttheseonesyou

gotareaperfectfitandIcan'thelpbutwonderhow

yougottoknowmyexactsizethistime"

"Well....let'sjustsayIpaidmoreattentiontodetails

thistime"

Janehelpedcarriedtheplateofcookiestothe

sittingroomwhileJefferyfollowedbehindwith

somejuice.

"There'sthat,butIalsothinkyouhadhelp,wasit

thesalesgirlthistime?"

"No,Idon'talwaysgoaboutaskingsalesgirlsfor

helpbabe''

''ohreally,sowhohelpedyouthen?''



''Ihadmysister'shelp,shesortofhasadiplomain

fashiondesign.Shewastheonewhotoldmeyour

size"

"ohIneverknewthat,Ithoughtshewasa

psychologist?"

"Yeahsheis,butshegotadiplomainfashion

designbeforeleavingtotheUKtogetadegreein

psychology''

"HmmIsee,sowhydidn'tyouwanttomention

gettingherhelp?"

"Ididn'tthinkitwasimportant"

"Hey,IlovethedressesandwhatIevenlovemore

isthefactthatyouthoughtaboutmeanddecided



toshopformesoIcanhavewhattowearwhenever

Istayoveratyourplaceandthatmeansalottome,

thankyou''

"YouarewelcomeIguess?"

"God,Jeffforamanasinfluentialasyourself,you

canbecluelessonhowtoacceptcompliments

sometimes"

Jane'sremarkmadebothofthemburstinto

laughter.TheysettledforamovieJanechoseafter

muchargumentonwhetherornotthemoviewas

tooromanticforaguy.Beforethemoviewasover,

Janehadalreadysleptoff.JefferyturnedofftheTV

andcarriedherupstairstotheroomwhereshe

usuallyslept.Hekickedthedooropenwithhislegs,

turnedonthelightandthenplacedhergentlyonthe

bed.Hecoveredherwiththeduvet,theroomwasa

bitchillysoheregulatedthetemperatureoftheair

conditioner.Hesatbythebedwatchinghersleep,



shelookedsopeacefulinhersleephefeared

staringatherfortoolongmightwakeherupsohe

droppedakissonherforeheadandstoodtoleave

theroomturningoffthelightonhiswayout.

.

.

Chaiiiii,seelove.Alltheladieshere,Godwillsend

youyourownJeff...

WATCHOUTFOREPISODE33

#WHEN_LOVE_JUST_HAPPENS

EPISODE33

Jefferyjustfinishedhavingashowerandwas

goingthroughsomedocumentshebroughtback

fromtheofficewhenheheardaknockonhisdoor.

Atfirsthethoughthedidn'thearcorrectlysohe

listenedandheardthesoftknockonthedooragain,



therewerejusttwooftheminthehousesoitmust

definitelybeJane,hestooduptoopenthedoorand

sawherstandingthere.

"Havingtroublesleeping?"

Janenoddedinresponse."DoyoumindifIsleep

here?"

"Ofcoursenot,comein"Jefferyopenedthedoor

widerforhertocomein.Hewenttothebedand

movedhislaptopanddocumentstocreatespace

forher.

"I'msorryIdidn'tmeantobeabother"

"Shh....Youarenotabother,youknowIdon'tmind

havingyouinmybed"



Janetookastepbackward.

"Ohnonothat'snotwhatImeant,Iactuallymeant

.."

"It'sfineJefferyIunderstandwhatyoumeant"Jane

repliedsmilingcausingJeffreytosmiletoo.

Janeclimbedonthebedandlaiddown,Jeffery

decidedtoleavetheofficeworkfortheofficeand

joinedherinbedholdingherinaspoonposition.

"Yournightmaresareback?"

"Yes"

"Howlongago?"



"Twonightsnow"

"Wewillfindasolutiontoitokay"hekissedher

temple.

Janeturnedtofacehim,sheplacedherleftpalmon

hisface.Theroomwasabitdarksaveforthedim

lightcominginthroughthewindowfromoutside,so

shecouldn'tmakeouthisfaceproperly.Sheused

herfingertotracehislips,theyweresoft,shekept

toyingwithhislipsandeveryotherthingonhisface,

whenJefferycouldn'ttakeitanymore,heheldher

hand.

"You'reinvitingtrouble,don'tstartafireyoucan't

quench"

"andwhosaysIcan'tquenchit?"Janeleanedinand

kissedhimonhislipsandbeforeshecould

withdraw,Jefferypossessedherlipsexploringher



mouthwithhistongue.Whatstartedoutasasoft

kisstransgressedintoawildpassionatekiss.

Jane'shandsontheirownaccordstartedtoexplore

Jeffery'sbodyunderhisshirt,whenshecouldn't

takeitanymoreshetuggedattheshirttobetaken

off.

"EasyloveI'mnotrunning".Hehelpedhertakeoff

hisshirt.AgaspescapedJane'smouthwhenshe

felthisbroadchestwithherhands.Itwasasifshe

couldn'thaveenoughofhim,sheplacedherlipson

hisnipplegivingitasoftbite.

"Ohbaby"Jefferygroanedinpleasure,hecaressed

herhair,removingherscarfintheprocess.He

droppedfeatherykissesonherneckandcollar

bone.Janedroppedherheadtotheback,moaning

inpleasure,givinghimmoreaccess,hethenuntied

hercoat,shewasleftwearingjusttheinnergown.



Jefferycouldseehernippleshardenedthroughthe

fabric.Heplacedhishandsunderhergownandjust

then,Janepushedhimtolieonthebed,andshe

climbedonhiminastraddleposition.Shebentand

kissedhimaggressively,atfirstJefferywas

enjoyingit,hewasfascinatedthathiscalmJane

couldbewildtoobutthensomethingdidn'tseem

quiterightsohestoppedherasshewasaboutto

takeoffhergown.

"Stop"heheldherhands.

Janelookingconfused,stilled."whatisit,don'tyou

wantme?"Sheaskedinfear.Jefferysatupand

restedhisbackontheheadboardofthebed.

"Iwantyoubaby,Iwantyoumorethanyouknow"

"Thenwhatisit?Whydidyoustopme?"Sheasked



withashakyvoice.

Jefferycouldseeshewasscaredofsomething,he

drewherinandplacedherheadonhischest."What

isitbaby?Youlookscaredtodeath"Janesaid

nothing,shejustkeptstillashecaressedherhair.

"Baby?"Heraisedherheadfromhischest,hecould

seeshewasfightingbacktears."Shhhh....You

don'thavetocry"hekissedheronherforehead,

thenthetipofhernoseandlips.Heheldherfacein

hishandsstaringintohereyes.Janefearinghe

couldseeintoherintentionslookedaway.

"Whatdidwesayaboutvoicingoutourfearsto

eachother?"

"I'msorry"Janerepliedlookingdown."Ididn'twant

youtothinkbeingwithmewasboring"



"Whereinheaven'snamedidthatcomefrom?Who

saidIeversawbeingwithyouasboring?''

Jefferytriedfiguringoutwhatshejustsaidbut

couldn'tcometotermswithit,howshecameup

withsuchathinghecouldn'tcomprehend.Thenit

hithim,someonemusthavecalledherboring.

Probablyfromherpreviousrelationship.

"Didanyoneevertellyouthat?"

Inresponseshenodded.

"Who?Wasityourexboyfriend?"

"Yes,whenhefoundoutsexwasoffthetableinour

relationship,hecalledmeboringandfrigidandthen

brokeitoff''



HearinghersaythosewordsbrokeJeffery'sheart

andhewantedtogolookforthatloserexcuseofa

manandbreakeveryoneofhisribswithpunches.

"Ohbaby,heistheboringoneanddidn'tdeserve

you,forhewantedyourbodyandnothingmore.

You'renotfrigidinfactwiththeskillsyoujust

showedawhileago,I'mafraidIhavetoupmy

gameifI'mtokeepupwithyou"Thisbroughta

smiletoJane'sface,makinghercheekhot.

"Thanks,howwereyouabletotell?"

"Youmeanknowingyouweren'treadytohavesex?"

Janenodded.

"Jane,Imightwanttolayyoudownrightnowand

makelovetoyouallnightbutthatdoesn'tmeanI'm

insensitive.Icouldseerightthroughyou".



''I'msorry''

''youdon'thavetoapologize,youarenotreadyand

that'sfine,I'mreadywheneveryouare,isthatnot

whatrelationshipisabout?Compromises''

''IloveyouJeff''

''Whatdidyoujustsay?''Jefferyaskedwithso

muchshockinhisvoice,Janerealizingthewords

thatjustslippedoutofhermouth,triedchanging

thesubjectbutJefferywasnothavinganyofit.

''Babedoyoumindrepeatingyourself?Pleasesayit

again,please?''

''okayfine,IsaidIloveyou''



''andIloveyoutoomysweetsugar''

Theysaywhenyougotobedfeelinghappy,youwill

wakeupevenhappier.ThiswasJane'sstatewhen

shewokeupthenextmorninginaspooning

positioninbedwithJeffery.Shecouldn'thelpbut

thinkherselfluckyforhavingsuchan

understandingandcaringmaninherlife.She

admiredhishandsomeprofileasheslept,usingher

handtotrailalonghisbeard.Itwas6amalready

andhewasclearlynotreadytowakeupjustyet.So

Janedecidedtogopreparebreakfastforbothof

thembeforetheyleftforwork.

Sheopenedthefridgeandfoundsomeeggsand

somefreshtomatoesalongsidesomepepper,so

shedecidedtoprepareeggandtomatoscramble.

Shewashappilysingingtoherselfassheprepared

breakfastthatshedidn'thearJefferycomeintothe

kitchen.Hewrappedhisarmsaroundherand

pressedakissonherneck.ThiscausedJaneto



shriekfromshockwhichwasimmediatelyreplaced

withpleasuremoansfromthekisseshedroppedon

herneck.

''Iwokeuptoanemptybed''

''Iuhmm…IthoughtIwoulduhmm….make..ohJeff''

hekeptteasingherwithkissesandusinghisright

handtotrailthebareofherskin.ThiscausedJane

toburstintogiggles.

"Jeff..St..op"hedidn'tstop,insteadhenibbledon

herearlobe,causingJanetogiggleevenmore"oh....

Je..ffstop"

"Someoneisalittleticklishhuh?"Themomenthe

spoke,Janeregrettedaskinghimtostopforshe

nowyearnedforhislipstobeusedonherskin

insteadoftalking.



"YeahIam,goodmorning"

Jefferyturnedheraroundandkissedher

passionately."Goodmorningbeautiful,trustyou

sleptwell?"

"Hmmm"wasJane'sonlyresponseassheseems

tohavelosthervoiceafterthekisstheyjustshared.

Theykeptstaringateachother,nowordswere

exchangedbetweenthem.

"Doyouneedhelpwiththat?"Jefferyaskedpointing

totheforgotteneggsJanewascrackingjustbefore

hewalkedintothekitchen.Hisquestionsnapped

herbacktoreality."Uhmm...NoI'mjustmakingegg

andtomatoscramblenothingmuch,dolike

scrambledeggs?"

"Iwouldeatanythingyougivetomehoney''he

droppedakissonherforeheadandthenturnedto



gethimselfsomewatertodrinkfromthefridge

whileJanecontinuedtocrackopentheremaining

eggs.

Jefferytookalongswigofhiswaterbeforeplacing

thebottledownonthekitchenisland."Youknow

what'ssoromantic?"Heaskedashewatchedher

turnonthegascookertostartpreparingtheeggs.

"What?"

"Thesightofyoupreparingbreakfastinmykitchen

firstthinginthemorning,thissightisheavenly"he

saidwithasmileonhisface.

"Hmmm,youdohavealovelykitchen"wasJane's

onlyresponse.

''andIevenhavealoveliergirlfriend''hekissedher,



lookinglovinglyintoherbeautifuleyes.Theystood

bothlostineachotherseyes.

''babe?''

''yesJeff?''Janerepliedclosinghereyesand

stretchingherneck,hopingtobekissed.

''theeggisburning''

AndthatwasallJaneneededtobesnappedbackto

reality,shequicklyturnedoffthegas,luckilythe

eggwasn'tbadlyburnt.

''allthankstoyou''shemutteredunderherbreath.

''Iwasn'ttheonebeggingtobekissed''



''NoIwasn'tbeggingyoutokissme''shescooped

outtheeggfromthefryingpanintotwodifferent

plate.

''Ohreally?Tellmeyoudon'twantmetokissyou

rightnow?''heaskeddaringhertodenytheobvious.

''ehmmmmm….''

''yesbabegoon,I'mwaitingforyourreply''hesaid

lickinghislipswhichweakenedJaneevenmore.

''let's….emmmm….eat''

''areyousure?YouknowI'mabenevolentguy,not

onetobestingywithkisses''hewalkedcloserashe

spoke,trappingJanebetweenthewall.



''Iwasn't...emmmm….Iwasn't…''

''youweren'twhatbabe?''

''Jeff…pleasestoptorturingmeandlet'seat''Jane

begged.

''Okay,anythingyousaybabygirl''

Fewminutesaftertheyweredonehavingbreakfast

onthekitchenislandandtalkingabouteverything

frompoliticstobusinessanddoingthingswhich

madethematelongerthannecessary,Jefferywas

finallydoingthedishes,whileJanecleanedoutthe

kitchencounterwhenMr.SolomonJeffery'sdriver

cameburstinginthroughthekitchendoor.

"Solomonareyouokay,whydidyoujustbargein

thewayyoudid?"Jefferydemandednotquite



happytobeinterrupted.

"I'msorrysir,ma'am"hesaidacknowledgingJane

andthenproceededtogiveJefferyhisphone.

''whatamIsupposedtodowithyourphone

Solomon?''Jefferydemandedstillnot

understandinghisdriver'sunannouncedvisit.

"yoursisterisonthephonesir,sherequestedIgave

youthephoneasshehasbeentryingtoreachyou

butyouaren'tpickingup,shesaysit'san

emergencysir"

Jefferyhadlefthisphoneupstairsashedidn'twant

tobedistractedfromthelittletimehehadtospend

withJane.AshetookthephonefromSolomonhe

wonderedwhattheemergencycouldbe.



"Hello?"

"Jefffinally,wherehaveyoubeen?Ihavebeen

tryingtocallyouallmorning"

"SorryIleftmyphoneupstairsandI'minthekitchen,

what'supareyoufine,isJonathanfine?"heasked

abitpanicked.

"Youhaven'tseenit,haveyou?"

Sometimeshewonderswhoisworseinmakinghim

tensewhenevertheyhadsomethingurgentto

deliver,hismotherorhissister?.Hissisteris

definitelyhismother'sapprenticeforsheis

beginningtomeasureupwiththeirmotherinthat

department.

"Seenwhat?Siswhatareyoutalkingabout?"



"Thetabloidsofcourse?"

"NoIhaven't,Iwokeupnotquitelongagoand

decidedtohavebreakfastfirstbeforeanyother

thing.What'supwiththetabloids?"

"Shehasreallychangedyou,hasn'tshe?Isshe

therewithyou?"

"Areyougoingtotellmewhatyouaretalkingabout

ordoIjustendthiscallandcheckformyself

becausethissuspenseiskillingme"

HeturnedtolookatJanewhohadapanickedlook

onherface,heusedahandtodrawherclosehim.

"YouandJane'spicturesaresplashedalloverthe

tabloidsandblogs"



"What?"Why?"

"Wellsomeonemusthavebeenfollowingyouboth

aroundastheyhavepicturesofyoubothtogether

atdifferenttimes,withdifferentcaptions.Ithink

youshouldcheckandseeforyourself"

Jefferydidn'tevenwaitforhertofinishbeforehe

endedthecallandranupstairstogethisphone,

Janeranafterhimaskingwhattheproblemwas.

Whenhecheckedhisphonehehadgottenseveral

missedcallsfromhissecretary,parents,sisterand

somewerefromnumbershecouldn'trecognize.

Jane'sphonewasringingoffthehookaswell.

Whenheloggedontotheinternet,hesawpictures

ofhimandJanealloverdifferentblogswith

differentcaptions.Someindicatingtheywerein

love,otherscallingJaneagolddiggerwhojust



landedagoldmine.Hesawred,hecouldtake

anythingbutbeingdisrespectfultoJanewaswhat

hewouldn'ttake.Whenheturnedtolookathershe

wasalreadyonthephonewithsomeonehe

assumedtobeAmakafromthewaysheanswered.

"Babeyouareacelebnow"Amakasaidgleefully

fromtheothersideoftheline."Howdoyoumean?"

Janeaskedconfused.

"Youareallovertheblogs,everyoneistalkingabout

yourrelationshipwithJeffery,omoryouguysmight

justhavetoadoptmebecauseyouarepopular.."

"Areyouserious?Howdidtheygettoknow?Noone

knowsaboutourrelationshipsaveforyouandhis

family"

"Wellajournalistmusthaveseenyououttogether

forthereareseveralpicturesofyoubothtogetherat



differentplaces"

Janestartedtoshake,ifwhatAmakawassaying

wastrue,thenshewasdonefor,thelastthingshe

wantedwasforherrelationshipwithJefferytogo

publicandhaveherlifeoutintheopen,thiscould

ruinhertryingtohidefromtheOkafors.Shequickly

endedthecallandsearchedforoneoftheleading

blogsonherphone,shockingly;herandJeffery's

picturesmadetheheadline.Therewerepicturesof

bothofthematthebeachonhisbirthday,evenat

theboutiquewhenheinsistedshetriedonadress,

therewasapictureofJefferyholdingherand

lookinglovelyintohereyes.Picturesofthem

leavingJeffery'sofficetogetherandbothofthem

sharingakissattherestaurantlastnight.

Jefferynoticedshewasshakingsohequickly

rushedtohersideandtookthephonefromherand

ledhertositonthebed.Shewashyperventilating,

soJefferyloosentheknotofhergown,andgave



herwaterfromthenightstand.

"Herehavesomewater"heraisedittoherlips,she

tookafewsipsbeforehebroughtitdown.

"babyIneedyoutocalmdownplease,Ipromiseto

havethissortedoutinnotime"therewasno

responseshejustkeptmoping.

"babypleasesaysomething"

"I'mfinished"shesaidsobbing

"Noyouarenot,I'mgoingtohandlethisIpromise".

"Noyoudon'tunderstand,withmypicturesallover

thenet,theOkaforsaregoingtofindmeandinno

timegettome"



"NotifIcanhelpit"

.

.

Whothef**khasbeenlurkingaroundmycouple?

Justwhenshe'shappyanotherscenehappens!I

hopeherpastwon'thauntherquickly.

Notonlywouldtheokaforscomeforher,butsowill

Katherine,thatgirlwillsostressherout.ThenI

wonderwhat'sVivian'sreactionwouldbelike.Oh

shit
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''Babelookatme,lookatmeplease''Jefferyturned



hertofacehim''Ipromiseyou,I'mnotgoingtolet

anyoneoranythinghurtyou,okay?''

''youpromise?''

''witheverythingIown''

''thankyou''JanecouldtellJefferymeantevery

wordofwhathejustsaid.

''comehere''Jefferypulledherinforahug''Iwill

havemydriverandapolicemantakeyoutoworkor

youcouldjustcallinsickifyoudon'tfeellike

going?''

''no,it'sfineIwillgo,besidesifIdon'tshowupat

workitwillseemlikeI'mhidingandIdon'tneeda

policeman,yourdriverisenoughfornow''



''okayifyousaysobabe''

Janecouldn'tgetherselftolookatVivianwhenshe

walkedintotheoffice.WiththesternlookVivian

gaveher,Janecouldtellshehasseenthetabloids

already.

"Janeseemeinmyofficenow"shesaidasshe

walkedpastJanetoheroffice,Janeimmediately

scrambledtoherfeetalmosttrippingoverinthe

process.

GettingtoVivian'soffice;Vivianwasstandingby

theglasswalllookingattheoceanview,inprevious

timeslookingacrosstheoceanfromVivian'soffice

alwaysbroughtpeacetoJane'stroubledheartbut

notthistime,shewasfarfromnearcalm,itwas

takingalotofselfcontrolforhernottothrowup

herbreakfast.EvenifJefferyassuredherhewas

goingtohandlethings,shestillcouldn'tbring

herselftobecalm,whatifshelosesherjob



becauseofthis?Orevenworse;Mr.Okaforsson

foundher?Janecouldn'tbelievethewallshespent

yearsbuildingtoprotectherselfwascrashingdown,

allbecauseshewasstupidenoughnottomakeher

relationshipwithJeffdiscreet.

"WhenIaskedifyouhadsomethingtodowithMr.

Jeffery,whatwasyourreply?"Vivian'svoice

broughtJanebacktotheoffice.

Janekeptlookingatthefloor,forshameofnot

beingabletolookVivianintheeye.

"Haveyounoshame?Throwingyourselfatclient"

"Ididn'tth.."

"Don'tinterruptme!"Vivianbarkedout"Ishould

haveknown,withthewayhekeptdemandingyou



handledhiscontract,somethingtoldmeitwasn't

normal,butthenIsaid;it'sJaneshecan'tdosucha

thing''Vivianwalkedovertohertableandsatonit.

''youshouldbeashamedofyourself,justpraythis

stupidactofyoursdoesn'tpaintthecompanyina

badlight,elseyouwillfindyoursorryassonthe

streetsofLagos,jobless"

"I'msorryma,Inevermeanttopaintthecompanyin

abadlight,whatIan…"

"OhyouwillbemoresorrywhenJeffery'sfiancée

returns"

Janecouldn'thaveheardViviancorrectly,isshe

beginningtohearthingsordidVivianjustsay

Jefferyhasafiancée?Thatcan'tbetrue,thereisno

wayJefferycanhaveafiancée,nothismustbea

joke''



Vivianmusthaveseentheregisteredshockon

Jane'sface,forshebustintolaughter

"Hahahahahaha..whatwereyouthinking?Thathe

wassingleandwasgoingtomarryyou?

HahahahahahaJane,Janeyouaresogullible,wake

upandsmellthecoffee,Jefferyisinaserious

relationship,hisfiancéeisinLondondoingher

master'sandwillbebacksoonfortheirwedding.So

yousee;whateveryoutwohadorratherarehaving

istemporary,Jefferyisjustusingyoutokilltime"

Janecouldn'tfindhervoice,shesuddenlybecame

dumb,hearingVivianspilloutthoseinformation

madeherspeechless,sheopenedhermouthbutno

wordcameout.SheturnedandranoutofVivian's

officenotwantingtohearanymoreofthethings

shehadtosay.ShecouldhearVivianlaughingas

sheranout.

Janerantotherestroomhopingtocalmhernerves



there.HowcouldJefferydothistoher,ifhehada

fiancée,whythendidhehoundherformonthstobe

hisgirlfriend?"That'sbecausehewasusingyouto

killtime"Vivian'svoiceranginherhead.

Herheartwaspalpitating,sherantothesink,turned

onthetapandsplashedsomewateronherfacenot

mindingifshewasgoingtoruinhermakeup,when

shecouldn'tgetenoughofthewatershebentdown

tryingtoplaceherfacedirectlyunderthetap.

"Evenifyoudownyourselfinadrumofwater,your

slothfulnesscanneverbewashedaway,it'sclung

toyoulikeasecondskin"

JaneroseherheadtofindKatherinestaringather

throughthemirroronthewall,iflookscouldkill,

Katherine'slookwouldhavekilledJaneforshe

starreddaggers.JaneturnedtofaceKatherineand

restedherbuttonthesink"I'mguessingyouhave

seenthetabloidsalready?"



"Yousuredohavenoshame,throwingyourselfata

client"

"Sayssomeonewhoisbusydoingsquatstohave

largerhipssoshecanseducesameclient"they

bothturnedtoseeAmakastandingattherestroom

door.

"Orareyougoingtodenythefactthatyouhave

beenexercisingtohavethickerbodysoyoucan

seduceMr.Jeffery?orisitthatyouhavebeen

tryingtoknowhiseverylocationsoyoucouldgo

theretoo?"Amakasaidclosingthegapbetween

them.

"Ho..howdidyouknowthis?"Katherineasked

stuttering

"Thewallshaveears"



Janestoodstaringatherfriendwhohasnow

wedgedherselfbetweenherandKatherine.

"AtleastIdidn'tgoaboutbeingabitchandwarming

hisbedeveryothernight"Katherine'sstatement

madeJanereact,shewaspushingAmakaoutof

herwaysoshecouldfaceKatherine.

"SaveyourbreathJaneletmehandlethis"

"Isn'titfunnyhowyoucallsomeoneabitchfor

havingsomethingyoucouldn'thave?NowI'mgoing

toletthefactthatyoucalledmyfriendabitchslide,

butifyouasmuchassayanyotherinsultingword

fromthosedisjointedmandiblesofyours,Iwillhave

nochoicebuttoshowyouwhatarealbitchcando"

AmakasaidstaringsternlyatKatherinewhowas

nowbeginningtotakesomecowardlystep

backwards.



"Icanseetheheadofbitchesisheretoprotecther

child"

"I'mgladyouknowI'mtheheadofbitchesbecause

Iamyourfreakingboss,bitch"Amakasaidasshe

yankedKatherine'swigoffherheadexposingher

badlyweavedhairwhichlookedlikedithasn'tbeen

touchedbyastylistformonths.

"Ohsoyoucan'tevencareforyourownhair?I

guessyouhavebeentoobusydoingsquatsto

rememberyouneedtogetyourhairdonehuh?"

AnangryKatherineyankedherwigoffthefloorand

stormedoutoftherestroom.JaneandAmaka

lookedatthemselvesandbustintolaughter.

"Thankyou"JanesaidtoAmaka.



"You'rewelcome,someoneneededtoputherinher

place"

"AndIdon'tthinkIwouldhavedoneitbetterthan

youdid,didyouseeherfacewhensheleft?Itwas

lookinglikeshecouldburst"

"She'sluckythisisaworkenvironment,Iwould

havetaughtherafewlessons"

"Ithinkpullingoffherwigwasenough,howdidyou

gettoknowIwashere?"

''IwascomingfromtheHR'sofficewhenIsawyou

runningintotherestroomanddecidedtocome

checkonyouonlytofindthatscarecrowhere,what

happenedtoyou,whyisyourmakeupsmudged

likeyouhavebeencrying?"



Janerememberingwhysheranintothebathroom

startedcryingagain,Amakatookouthandkerchief

fromhertrouserpocketandhandeditovertoher,

Janedeclinedinsteadsheturnedonthetapagain

andstartedscoopingwaterwithherhandsonher

face,hopingthatwillhelptocalmherdown.

"Janewhatisit,wasVivianthatpissedatthenews

ofyouandJefferydating?"

"Yes"JanesaidturningtofaceAmaka"andnotonly

that,shesaysJefferyisengagedtobemarried

soon"

"What?Thatcan'tbetrue"

"SamethingIhavebeensayingtomyself,butshe

soundedsosure,whatifit'strueAmaka?Whatif

Jefferywasjustusingmetopasstime?"



"Whatifit'snottrue?Whatifhereallymeantallhe

hasbeentellingyouandVivianisjustsayingallof

these,becauseshedoesn'tlikeyourrelationship

withhim?"

"Idon'tknowwhattothinkAmaka,honestlyIdon't"

"Whoareyoumeanttobelieve,VivianorJeffery

whohasdonenothingbutprovetoyouhowmuch

helovesandcaresforyou?"

"Whatifhewasjustlying"

"Really?atwhattimeexactly?"

Janewasabouttorespondwhen,theybothheard

noisecomingfromtheofficereceptionsotheyboth

wentouttoseethecause,theysawtheircolleagues



lookingoutthewindowsomewereconversing

amongthemselves.JaneandAmakalookedoutthe

windowtofindthepaparazzioutside.

"Whatarethepaparazzidoingoutsidetheoffice"

Janeaskedoneofthegirlslookingoutthewindow.

"Tocatchaglimpseofyouofcourse"

Howdeepcanyousinkwhenyouarealreadydown?

ThiswasJane'scase,notonlywassheonVivian's

badside,nowshewouldhavetoalsodealwiththe

wholecompany,howwasshegoingtoexplainthe

paparazzioutsidetryingtogetapictureofher?She

thoughtthissortofthingonlyhappensabroad,

whendidNigerianblogsandmagazinesbeginto

likegossiptotheextenttheyhadtotrackherdown

toherplaceofwork?Fromthewindow,shecould

seetheofficesecurityaskingthepaparazzitoleave.



Fewminuteslater,thechiefsecurityofficercame

intotheofficereceptiontoaddresstheworkers.

"MayIhaveyourattentioneveryone?"hisvoice

immediatelybroughtdecorumtotheroomfullof

people."Wehavetakenthepaparazzioutofthe

officepremises,sorryforanyinconveniencethis

mighthavecostanyofyou,weassureyouthey

won'tbeofdisturbancetoyouanymore,pleasedo

gobacktowork"withthatsaid,everyoneleftfor

theirvariousofficeseventhoughtheywantedto

stickaroundandgossipmore;butnoonedaredto

remainnotwiththeforbiddinglookonthechief

securityofficer'sface.

JaneandAmakaturnedtoleavefortheirofficesas

wellwhenthesecurityofficerspokeagain"Jane

canIhaveawordwithyou?"Janewasn'tshocked

thatheknewhername,halfofLagosalreadyknows

hernamebynow.Shewalkeduptothechief

securityofficerwhoindicatedtheyspokeatthe



cornerofthereception.

"GoodafternoonMr.John"Janegreetedseeinghis

nametagboreJohn.

"GoodafternoonJane,Icanseeyouareobviously

notdoinggood,ithastodowithalloftheseI

guess?"

"I'msorryInevermeantforanyofthesetohappen"

"it'sfine,sometimesthingsjusthappengetoutof

ourcontrol''themanhadanunderstandinglookin

hiseyes.''MrJeffery'sdriverisheretotakeyou

home,youmightwanttotakepermissionfromyour

boss"

"NoIdon'tneedtogohome,I'mfine"



"WiththesituationofthingsIthinkyoushouldgo

home"

Janenoddedunderstandinghispoint,shethanked

himandwenttoVivian'sofficewhereshemet

Katherinewhoseemedtobemakingplanswith

VivianbeforeJaneinterrupted.

"WhatdidItellyouaboutknocking?"Anangry

Vivianasked.

"Ididknock"Janerepliedstilltryingtofigureout

whattheyweredoingbeforeshecameinthatwas

makingthemactallpanicky.

"Whatdoyouwant?"Vivianaskedclosingthefile

thatwasopenedinfrontofher.

"IwaswonderingifIcouldtakethedayoff?"



"Noneedyouhavebeensuspendedfortwoweeks,

soyoucanleave"

"Wh-at?NoImeantIjustwantedthedayoff,okay

youknowwhat?Idon'tneedthedayoffanymore"

"Andwho'smakingabargainwithyou?Youunder

suspensionforthenexttwoweeks,youshouldbe

luckyIdidn'tfireyou,nowleavebeforeIchangemy

mind"

Janenodded,athingshehasbeendoingalotsince

todaybecausethat'stheonlywaytogether

affirmationtopeople,shelookedatKatherinewho

keptstaringdaggersatherandwaslookinglikeshe

couldkillJaneifgiventhechance.

"Pickyourletterfromthereceptiononyourwayout"

Viviansaid.



Janegatheredupherthingstoleave,onherway

outshepickeduphersuspensionletterfromthe

receptionistwhoreallylookedsoapologetic

handingitovertoher.Whenshegotoutside;Mr.

Solomon,Jeffery'sdrivercameoutofacarwhich

JanehasneverseenJefferydrivebefore.Itwasa

BMW,ithadtintedwindowssoyouwouldn'tknowif

anyonewasinside.Thedriveropenedthebackdoor

forhertogetin.

"MrJefferyrequestedItakeyoutooneofhis

apartmentsatEkoAtlantic,asthereisatighter

securitytheretoprotectyouandthepaparazzi

wouldn'tdarecomethere"

Whywasn'tshesurprised?Shealwaysknew

Jefferytometiculouslyplanthingsoutwhenit

cametoanythingconcerningher.



"Ma'am?"Solomonsaidaftersecondsofhersaying

nothing"areyouokaywiththeplan?"

"Andwhydoesthatmattertoyou?"Sheaskednot

understandingwhySolomonwasn'tmovingthecar

yet.

"MrJefferysaidnottogothereifyouweren'tokay

withitma'am"

"Jefferyreallysaidthat?"

"Yeshedidma'am"

"WellI'mokaywithitsoyoucanstartthecar".

It'snotlikeshehadmuchofachoiceanyway,even

thoughshereallydoesn'twanttobearoundJeffery



oranythingthatheownsatthemoment,it'seither

shefollowshisplanandlaylowforawhileorshe

risksbeingchaseddownbythepaparazzitoher

tinyapartmentthat'siftheyweren'ttherealready.

Andthenthere'sMr.Okafor'ssonwhomustbe

lookingeverywhereforherbynow.

Astheydroveoutfromtheofficepremises,she

noticedsomepaparazziguyshangingoutsidethe

gatehopefullywaitingtohaveasnapshotofher

whenshecameoutofthebuilding.ThankGodthe

windowofthecarwastintedsotheycouldn'tsee

shewasinsidethecar.

Sheclosedhereyeshopingtoopenthemtoa

perfectworldwhereshewasn'tbeingchaseddown

bypaparazziandmakingenemiesofherbossand

coworkers.Trulytheysayeachdaybreaks

differentlyandthatthewayitbegandoesn't

necessarilydeterminehowitends,forshewokeup

thismorningfeelingveryhappybesideher



boyfriendandsharedbreakfastwithhiminhis

tastefullydesignedkitchen.Anygirlheragelooking

atherthismorningwouldhaveprayedandwished

forwhatshehad,butlookathernow?Inamatterof

minutesherlifewasupturnedandatthevergeof

losingwhatshethoughtshehad;Jeffery.That'sif

sheeverhadhiminthefirstplace.Whatevenmade

herthinkaguylikeJefferywouldbeinterestedina

girllikeher?Theguyismultimillionairethesonofa

multi-billionairethatautomaticallyevenmakeshim

abillionairehimself,evenifhesayshedoesn'tlike

tothinkofhisfather'smoneyashisown,andso

decidestomakehisownmoney,thatdoesn't

changethefactthatheishisfather'ssonandis

goingtoinheritalloftheoldman'swealthwhenhe

dies.

'OhJanewhathaveyougottenyourselfinto?How

didyouenduphere?Allthesewouldhavebeen

avoidedifyouhadn'tgoneandfallenforthe

Playboy.NoJane,allthesewouldhavebeen

avoidedifyouhadn'tbeentypingonyourphone



andwalkingatthesametime,thenyouwouldn't

havespilledsmoothieonhimandwouldn'thave

methimatall'.

Theringingofherphonepulledheroutofher

thoughts.Shepickeditupandansweredthecall.

"HeygirlIgotyourtext,areyouokay?"Itwas

Amakacalling,Janehadtextedtoletherknowshe

wasleaving."YeahI'mokay,gotsuspendedfortwo

weeks"

"YeahIheard,thereceptiontoldme.I'msosorry

girl"

"It'sfine,IthinkIneededitanywayIneedtoclear

myhead"

"Youhaveawayofseeingthepositivesideof



things,areyouofftoJeffery'splace?"

"YeahbutnottheoneatIkoyithough"

"Reallywhichoneisit?"

"AtEkoAtlantic,hefeelsthat'sthesafestplacefor

metostayatthemoment"

"HehasanapartmentatEkoAtlantic?Girlaren'tyou

lucky"

"Howdoyoumean"

"DoyouknowwhatitmeanstohaveaplaceatEko

Atlanticandyou'regoingtobelivingthere?"

"It'sonlyatemporaryarrangementAmakalet'snot



getoverourheads"

"Idon'tcareifit'sonlyforanight,thepointofthe

matteristhatyouaregoingtoEkoAtlantic,babe

todayhasn'tbeenatotallybaddayafterall"

"YouareoneweirdgirlAmaka,youhearEko

AtlanticandyouforgetabouteverythingItoldyou

attherestroom?"

"NoIhaven'tforgotten,Ithinkitmightnotbetrue,

Vivianmighthavesaidallthosethings,justtomake

youbackdownandbreakupwithJeffery"

"Andwhywouldshedothat?Shemightnotlikethe

ideaofmedatingaclientbutIdon'tthinkthat's

strongenoughreasonforhertotellaliethishuge"

"WellIthinkitmighthavebeenbecauseshewants



Jefferytodatehernieceinstead"

"Andwhoisherniece?"Janeaskednot

understandingwhatAmakawasdrivingat.

"Katherine,KatherineisVivian'sniece"

"Areyoubeingserious?"

"YesIjustfoundoutaboutitmyselffewminutes

agofromthereceptionist"

''nowondertheywerebothactingallpained''

''yes,soyouseeshemightnotbetellingthetruth''
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"Heybabe"cameJeffery'sfatiguedvoice,Jane

couldtellthatjustlikeherself,hehasn'tbeen

havingagreatdaytoo.

"Hello,Jeff"

"Mydrivertoldmeyouhavearrivedatthe

apartmentalready"

"Yeahwearrivedfewminutesago,Ididn'tknowyou

ownapenthouse?"

"YeahIdo,don'tworryyouwillsoongettoknow

abouttheotherpropertiesIown"therewassilence



betweenthem,itwasasiftheywerescaredof

mentioningwhatwashappening.

"Howareyoudoing?"Jefferyasked,hisvoice

almostafaintwhisper.

"I'mokay,howareyoudoingyourselfIknowyou

mustbegettingasmuchheatfromthepaparazzi

too"

"Justafew,Ithinktheyaremoreinterestedinthe

beautifulladythanmyself,whichmakesmealittle

jealous"

"Hahahahahahahahaha"Janegaveoutahearty

laughforgettingallaboutherproblemforamoment.

"I'mgladIcouldstillgetyoutolaugh,I'mreally

sorrybabeInevermeantforanyofthistohappen"



"Youdon'thavetoapologize,noneofthesewas

yourfault"

"YeahIknow,butIstillfeelyouaresufferingallof

thesebecauseyouaredatingmeandIdidn'tm..."

"Alrighttimeup,enoughwiththeapologies.When

areyougettingbackfromwork?Ihopeyoudon't

plantoleavemehereallbymyself?"

"Ofcoursenot,IwillbewithyoushortlybutfirstI

needtofinishupwithsomeworkfirst"

"Better,becausethethoughtofbeingaloneinthis

houseisenoughtodrivemecrazy"

"Pleasedon'tgocrazyyet,thoughyoucanbecrazy

inlovewithme"heteased.



"Yeahright,justbringyourselfbacksoon"

"Yesboss"

AsJefferydisconnectedthecall,hethoughtabout

allJanehasbeenthroughinhershortlifeallby

herself.Howpeoplehavepreyedonherbecauseof

hersituation.Hewasdeterminedmorethannothing

toprotecther.Thatwaswhyhegotthebest

securityagencyinthecountrytoprotectandfollow

hereverywhereshewentfromnowon,heknew

Janewasn'tgoingtobetoohappyaboutit,and

doesn'tplanontellingher.Hewasn'tgoingtoleave

anythingtochanceanymore.

"Sir,theagentfromOctavesecurityisheretosee

you"Sandrahissecretaryinformedhimthroughthe

intercom.



"LethiminSandra"

Fewminuteslater,anheavilybuiltguy,whowas

completelydressedinblackwalkedintoJeffery's

office.

"Goodafternoonsir"hegreetedJefferyafterclosing

thedoor.

"Goodafternoon,youmustbeBlack?"

"Thatwouldbemesir"

"Dohaveasit"Jefferysaidwatchingtheguyashe

tookthechairontheoppositesideofhisdeskand

satdown.Theguylookedreallyscaryandmean,

andhesatdown,Jefferynoticedaslightscaronhis

forehead,probablyfromhispreviousmissionshe

assumed.



"Iunderstandyouwantmetobodyguardyour

girlfriendsir?"

"Yeahsortof"

"okay?"

"Hereisthething,Ineedyoutoprotectmygirlfriend,

butIwantyoutobediscreetaboutitbecausethe

momentsheasmuchassmellthatsheisbeing

guardedbysomeone,sheisgoingtofreakoutandI

don'twantanyofthat"

"AlrightIunderstandsir,istheresomeoneIshould

watchoutforinparticular?"

"Yeah,I'mstillinvestigatingtofindouthiscurrent

location,onceIhaveapictureIwillgiveittoyou.



Butfornowyoujustfollowandprotectherfrom

anythingoranyonewhoposesasathreattoher

safetyandhavethemcrushedevenifit'sanant

understood?"

"Verywellsir"

WhenJanegottiredofsittinganddoingnothing,

shedecidedtogointothekitchen,hopingtofind

somethingshecanuseinmakingdinnerwith.She

wasboredandneededtogethermindbusy,before

shewentcrazyfromallthethingsshekeptreading

aboutherselffromallthevariousblogsthatthought

thattheyknewherandcouldwritethosestuffabout

her.Whenshewalkedintothepantryshenoticedit

wasstockedwithfreshfoodstuffs,rangingfrom

plantaintotubersofyam,rice,noodles,eggsand

evenbakingflour.Itwaseithersomeonewasliving

herebeforenoworJefferyaskedforthefoodstuffs

tobebroughttothehousebeforeshearrived.



Janedecidedtopreparespaghettiwithsomeofthe

chickenshetookoutofthefreezer.

Shejustfinishedparboilingthespaghettiwhenher

phonerang,shewipedherhandsonthekitchen

napkinandpickedupthephone,toseethatitwas

hersisterDamicalling.

"Hellosistergoodafternoon"shegreetedasshe

answeredthephone.

"Janey,goodafternoonhowareyou?"

"I'mdoingokay,howareyouandhowiseveryone?"

"I'mfineandsoiseveryone"

"Thisoneyoucalledmetoday,amIsafe?"Jane



askednotknowingwhattomakeofhersister'scall.

SinceJanemovedtoLagossheandhersister

rarelyspoke,atfirsttheyonlyspokewhenoneof

themhadaninformationtopasstotheotherbut

nowtheyonlycalledeachotherontheirbirthdays.

ThefaultwasfromJane'sendasDamididatleast

trytorevivetheirrelationshipatsomepointbut

Janefeltitwasbesttohaveitseveredsoshedidn't

answerorreciprocateanyofDami'scallsandwhen

Damigottired,shestopped.

"Don'tbesillyofcourseyouaresafe,doyouneedto

beintroublebeforeIcallyou?"

"That'snotImeant,I'msorry"

"It'sfine,youdon'thavetoapologizeIknowwe

don'ttalkmuchbutthenyouarestillmysister"

Therewasapause,Janedidn'tknowhowto



respondtohersister'sstatement,whenthesilence

stretchedfortoolongshedecidedtosaysomething.

"Thankyou"

"For?"

"Idon'tknow,forcalling?"

"Janey,youdon'tsoundtoogoodareyouokay?"

"Iwillbefinesis"

"Doyouwanttotalkaboutit?"

Noresponse



"JaneyouknowI'mhereforyouright?Youcan

alwaystalktome"

Janeletoutaheavybreath.

"I'msureyoumusthavereadaboutmeontheblogs

too?"

"YesIdid,areyoureallydatingthatguy?"

"HisnameisJefferyandyesIamdatinghim"

"Areyouhappybeingwithhim?"

WasshehappybeingwithJeffery?Ifshehadbeen

askedthisquestionearlierthismorning;shewould

havesaidyeswithouthesitationbutnowshe

doesn'tknowtheanswertothatquestionanymore.



WhatifhereallyhadafiancéelikeViviansaid,what

wasgoingtobethefateoftheirrelationship?Would

shestillhaveJefferytoherself?

"Janeareyouthere?"Damiasked

"YesI'mhere,whatwasityouweresaying?"

"IaskedifyouwerehappybeingwithJeffery?"

"YesIamhappy,hemakesmeveryhappysis"it

wasasifshewastryingtoconvinceherselfandnot

hersister.

"Thatsettlesitthen,ifyouarehappybeingwithhim

andheiswithyouthat'sokay"

"Thankyousis"



"IfyoueverneedtotalkI'mhereokay?"

Asthecalldisconnected,Janecouldn'thelpbut

wonderaboutJeffery'sallegedfiancée,sheknew

abouthisexessomeofwhichwerecelebritiesbut

shenevercameacrossanyarticleonlinesayinghe

wasengagedandneverdidhementionittoher

"That'sbecauseheischeatingonsomeonewith

youdummy,cheatsdon'ttellthetruth"avoicein

herheadsaid.

"Orwhatifhewasn'tcheating,Vivianmightbelying

forallyouknow"anothervoiceinherheadsaid.

"Orshecouldbetellingthetruth"thefirstvoicesaid

"Fine,fine,Idon'tcarewhoistellingthetruth,I'm

justgoingtoenjoybeingwithJeffery,onedayata

timeandifattheend,hedoeshaveafiancée,thenI



wouldknowItriedandatleastgaveashotatlove"

Withthat,shesilencedthevoicesinherhead.She

wasdeterminedtomakethebestofeverytimeshe

spentwithJeffery,shedecidedshewasn'tgoingto

askhimaboutwhatViviansaid.Shewasgoingto

pretendnothingwassaidtoherandhopedJeffery

comescleanandtoldherthetruthhimself.

WhenshefinishedcookingandJefferywasn'tback

fromworkyet,shedecidedtogotakeashower.

AfterJaneshowered,sheworeoneofJeffery's

sweatshirtshefoundinawardrobeinthebedroom.

Shewasatthebalconystaringatthestarswhen

Jefferycametojoinherholdingtwoglassesofred

wine,hehandedoneovertoherandplacedakiss

onherforeheadandjoinedheronthecouchshe

wassitting''



''heybabe,goodevening''

''hey,Ididn'tknowyouwereback?��'

''justcameinfewminutesago,Ifiguredsomered

winewoulddousbothsomegood,howwasyour

day?''

Janetookasipofherwineandsnuggledcloserto

Jeffery''welllikeyoualreadyknow,itwaspaparazzi

filledandIalsogotsuspendedfortwoweeks''

''IheardaboutthesuspensionI'msosorrybabe,are

youokay?''

''IguessIam,buthowdidyouknowaboutmy

suspension?''



''Ihavemyearsinclinedtoeverythingthathastodo

withyoubabe''

''doyouhavesomeonefollowingme?''

''no,let'sjustsayIhavemyway''

''youhavetotellmeJeff''

''it'snotimportantbabe,what'simportantisthat;I

loveyouandwilldoallIcantoprotectyou''

WATCHOUTFOREPISODE36

#WHEN_LOVE_JUST_HAPPENS

EPISODE36



It'sbeenfourdayssinceJaneandJefferymovedto

hispenthouse,sofareverythinghasbeengoing

well,theblogsarebeginningtoforgetabouttheir

relationshipandweren'ttalkingaboutthemmuch.

ButJefferystillinsistedsheremainedthereuntil

everythingdieddown.

"IfIdidn'tknowbetterIwouldthinkyouaretryingto

seduceme"JefferysaidreferringtoJanewhowas

sittingonhislapsandwasdoingeverythingto

distracthimfromwatchingthenews.Itwaseither

shewasbendingovertopicksomethingoffthe

floororshewascleaningsomethingoffthealready

cleancentertable.Itwaseithershedidn'tknow

howmucheffectshehadonhimorshewasdoing

itonpurpose.

''Well….let'sjustsay,I'mtryingtoputyourmoneyto

gooduse''

''Idon'tunderstand''Jefferysaidwithaconfused



look.

''Youpaidyourpersonalshopperforthewholeday

toshopformeremember?Andthislingerie

happenstobeoneofthethingsIpickedoutfrom

whatshebrought''

''shewasn'tsupposedtotellyouIpaidhertoserve

youforthewholeday,areyoumadatme?''

''No,whywouldIbemadatyou?''

''Wellyouknowhowyoucanbewiththiswholeme

spendingmoneyonyouthing,besidesbuyingyou

clothesistheonlythingyouhaveallowedmetodo

foryousofar,andIdon'twanttoblowitup''

''I'mnotantiluxuryJeff,Ijustdon'twantyou

overdoingit''



''Iwillputthatinmind''Hesaidkissingheronher

forehead.

''Ididnoticesomethingthough''Janesaidlooking

thoughtful

''Whatdidyounotice?''

''It'saboutVanessa''

''Thepersonalshopper?Whatdidyounoticeabout

her?''

''SheseemstoknowthetypeofLingerieyoulike''

''Oh,really?''Jefferyrepliedwithanevasivelook,

suddenlytryingtolookinterestedinwhatwasbeing



saidonthenews.

''Yeahshedid,andwithwhatInoticed;the

informationslipped,forshetriedtocorrectherself

afterward.Istheresomethingyouarenottelling

me?''

TheroombecamesilentasJefferyusearemoteto

mutethetelevisionsohecouldgiveherhisfull

attention.

''Wesortofhada….''

''yousortofhadawhat,Jeff?''

''seebabe,thethingis...wehadaflinginthepast''

''MythoughtexactlyIkn..''



''Itwasalongtimeago''Jefferyquicklycutinas

Janeslowlygotofhislapsandsatonthecouch.

''Howlongago?''

''Threeyearsago''heansweredlikeachildwhohas

beencaughttellingliesbyhismother.

''It'sokay,Ineedtogetsomerestgoodnight''with

thatsaidJanestooduptogoupstairstoherroom.

''babeplease,don'tleave.let'stalkaboutthisIknow

youarepissedatme''

''It'sfineJeffery''

''see?thatrightthereshowsyouareangry,youonly



callmebymyfullnamewhensomethingiswrong''

''Idon'twanttodothisJeff,please''

''babeIknowyouarepissedandI….''

''ohsonowyouknowI'mpissed?Whenyouwere

busysendingyourmistresstocomeshopformeit

didn'toccurtoyouthatIwillbeangry?Oryou

thoughtIwasn'tgoingtofindout?Whatdoyoutake

meforJeff,afool?''

''sheisnotmymistressJaneandyouknowit,babe

I'mso…''

''ohreallydoInow?whosendstheirextocome

helptheirgirlfriendshop?Whywouldyoueven

makeheryourpersonalshopperifbothofyoustill

don'thavesomethinggoingon?''



''whatdoyoumeanbythat?HaveIevergivenyoua

reasontodoubtmyloveforyou?Besidessheis

justoneofmypersonalshoppersandIbarelyuse

hertoshopforme''

''Idon'thavetimeforthisJeff,I'mofftobed'��

''don'twalkoutonme!Please?''

Janecametoahalt.

''pleasebabelet'snotgotobedangry,let'stalkthis

through.IknowyouareangryandIunderstandbut

pleasejusthearmeout''

JanecamebackandsatonthecouchandJeffery

joinedher.



''likeyoualreadyknow,alothasbeenhappening

latelynotjustwithusbutalsowithmycompany''

Jefferypausedtokneadhistemplelikehealways

doeswheneverheisstressed.

''Jeffwhatishappeningtoyourcompany?''Jane

askedwithconcern.

''nothingmuch,Imadesomebadinvestment

decisionsthatIhavebeentryingtomakeupforand

thathasbeenwearingmeout''

''ohJeffI'msorryIneverknewaboutit,isthatwhy

youhavebeenworkinglatenightsrecently?''

''yeahbutit'sfine,seebabewhatI'mtryingtosayis

that;IgotreallybusyandIhadmysecretarycall

oneofmypersonalshopperstoshopforyouand

whenshetoldmeVanessawasthefirstpersonshe



couldreachIjusttoldhertogoaheadwithout

thinkingandI'msorry''

''it'sfineandI'msorrytooforthewayIreacted''

''it'stotallyunderstandableandI'mgoingtostop

usingherasmypersonalshopper,okay?''

''well….youdon'thaveto''

''comeonJane,Iknowyouwantmetoandbesides

Ibarelyuseherformyshoppingthesedays,Ionly

hiredheroncewhenshestartedoutasapersonal

shopperandneededtobuildupherclienteleand

shereachedouttome.Withallmyreferralandall

theclientsIhavepushedherwayshewon'tfeelmy

absence.Andthereisnothinggoingonbetweenus,

itwasaonetimethingandeversincethenwehave

beennothingbutjustfriends''



''thankyouforexplainingthingstomeandI'msorry

forassumingsomethingwasstillgoingonbetween

youtwo''

''It'sfine,I'mgladyouvoicedoutyourfears,andI

likethefactthatyouarejealous.Iknowitsounds

crazybutthethoughtofyoubeingprotectiveofme?

sortofappealstome''hesaidsmiling.

''youareright,it'scrazy,Idon'tseehowjealousy

appealstoanyone''

''It'samanlything,youwon'tunderstand''

''Isurelydon'tunderstand''

theybothkeptquieteachwiththeirownthought,

Janewasthinkingifsheshouldjustbringupthe

issueofhimhavingafiancéenowandhavehimtell



herthetruth.Butwhatifthetruthwasthathe

actuallyhadafiancée?wasshereadytohandleit?

shefinallydecideditwasbesttojustleavethings

be.

Jefferyheldherhands''Babe?''

''yes?''

''whywon'tyouletmebuyyouthings?''

''ofcourseIletyoubuymethings,youboughtme

clothestodayremember?''

''noasideclothesyoudon'tallowmebuyyou

anythingelse,besidesyouonlytakethembecause

youneededthematthatpointifnotIamverysure

youwouldhaverejectedthem''



''well....it'snotalwayslikethat''Janesaidlooking

down.

''yesitis,rememberthattimeIboughtyouanew

phoneandhaditdeliveredtoyou?youhaditsent

backtomeandthatreallydidhurt''

''I'msorryJeff,Ididn'tknowIhurtyourfeelings;

besidesIdon'tacceptmostofthethingsyoubuy

formebecausethat'snotthereasonI'mwithyou''

''Iknowthatbabe,butyoualsoneedtoknowthat

youaremygirlfriendandassuchIwouldloveto

buyyouthingsmostespeciallyexpensivethingsso

pleasestoptryingtofightitandacceptthem.

''okayIwilltry''

''IloveyouJane''



''IloveyoutooJeff''

''doesthatmeanI'mforgivenforsendingVanessa

over?''

''YouareforgivenJeff''

''canIgetakissthen?''

Sheleanedforwardandkissedhimonhischeek,

justthenhegrabbedonherwaistcausinghertofall

onhim.Janeletoutasoftgaspwhichwassilenced

withJeffery'slipsonhers.

Itwasaslowsensualkissandbeforesheknewit,

herhandswerecaressingJeffery'sneck.Heturned

andtheytradedplacesonthecouch;Janewas

lyingonitwhileJefferywasontopofher,giving



himabetterviewofherbody.

''Don'tgoaboutputtingonsuchsexylingerieifyou

arenotplanningonhavingsex''hesaidwitharaspy

voice.

''Butit'sjustalingerie''Janesaidpouting

''ohGodbabeyouarekillingme''Jefferygroanedas

hebentandclaimedhermouth,thistimeitwasabit

rough,bothkissingeachotherliketheycouldn'tget

enoughofthemselves.Jefferyknewhehadtostop

nowbeforeitgotoutofhand.Hebrokethekissand

stoodup.

''Nexttimewhenyougoaboutwearingsomething

assexyasthis,Iwon'tbeheldaccountableforwhat

happens.Goodnight''



Withthatsaidhewentupstairswithoutabackward

glance,leavinganeedyJaneonthecouch.

_______

*Thenextday*

"Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?"

JaneturnedtoseeJefferystandingatthedoor

armscrossed,staringather.Whenshegaveherself

atourofthehouseearlier,shehadseenagymin

oneoftheroomsandwashopingtouseit.Soshe

hadsnuckoutofbedearlyenoughbeforehewoke

up.Butitseemsshepickedawrongtimetodoso

becausenotonlydidJeffreyfindhertherebutwas

alsodressedtousethegymhimself.Itwasa

weekendafterall.

Howdoeshegettolooksosexyineverythinghe

putson?It'sasifhedoesn'tevenneedtotry,



sexinessjustcomestohim,it'sbasicallyclungto

hisskin.

ShewaspulledoutofherthoughtswhenJeffery

clearedhisthroatobviouslywaitingforananswer

tohisquestion.

"Iuhm....was....WhatdoesitlooklikeI'mdoing?"

Shereplieddefiantlycrossingherarms,staring

backathim.Ifhethinkshewasgoingtointimidate

herwiththatlookofhisthenhehasanotherthing

coming.Ormaybehedoesintimidateheralittlebut

shewasn'tabouttolethimknowthat.

"Idon'tknow,youtellmebecauseitclearlylooks

likeyouaretryingtohaveyourwaistbroken"

"What?NoI'mnot;I'monlytryingtokeepfit"she

respondedtryingtodefendherself.



"Ohreally,youthinkso?bytryingtoliftaweight

bentlikethat?youareonlygoingtoenduphaving

yourwaistbroken.That'snottheproperwaytolifta

weight''

"Uhmmm....I"thistimeshereallydidfeelstupidand

intimidatedunderhisstare,inherdefense;she

knewnothingaboutexerciseespeciallyweight

liftingandshedidn'twanttoaskhimoutoffearof

himnotwantingtoteachhowit'sdonesoshe

decidedtofindoutherself.

"WellthethingisIjustwantedtodosomeactive

exercise,youknow?"

"WellIdon'tknow,sopleaseenlightenme"

"Fine,Ididn'tknowwhatIwasdoing,Iguessnot

havinganythingtodohasmademegoingabout

lookingforwaystogetbusy"shesaidfinally



acceptingdefeat"atleastnowthatyouarehereyou

couldteachme"

Jefferyleanedoffthedoorandwalkedintothe

roomandsatonoftheexercisebench,Jane

followedhiseverymoveandwatchedashewore

protectiveglovesoneachofhispalmandthen

turnedtogiveherhisfullattention.

"Whatisityouwouldliketolearn?"

"Emmm..anything"

"Anythingisnothing,youhavetobespecific"

"Wellyouknow,I.."whywasshestuttering?Jane

concentrate,weknowheishotandallbutyouhave

topullyourselftogetherstopactingclueless.



"I'mwaiting,whatwouldyouliketolearn?"

"Iwanttokeepfit,canyoushowmehow?"Shesaid

thrustingoutherchin.

"Hmmm"Jefferysaidwithasmileonhislips,he

lookedatherslightlythickframeasshewas

lookingallinnocentandnotknowingwhatshewas

doingtohimwithwhatshewore,whocomesto

exerciselookingsodamnsexy,everyotherfemale

canputonsportsbraandtightstothegymandhe

wouldn'tevenbother.ButnotJane,forasecondhe

enviedthetightssheworefortheyclungcloserto

herthanhehadevergot.Andwhyisthetop

showingoffherstomach?Howwashesupposedto

concentrateonhisworkoutorachievingany

workoutatallwithherlookinglikethat?

"Ididn'tknowyouwentshoppingforgymclothes?"

Hesaidtryingtotakehiseyesofherchestwhich

lookedliketheywerebeggingtobeheld.



"Welllet'sjustsayyourpersonalshopper,wentall

thewayoutingettingeveryclothingitemshefeltI

wouldbeneeding"

"Sheisnotmypersonalshopper,andmaybeyou

shouldhavetoldhertogetyousomethingmore

conservative"

"Conservative?What'swrongwiththis?Aren'tthese

whatpeopleuseinexercising?"Janeaskedlooking

confused.

"Wellforstartersyoucou.."Jefferypausedmid

sentencesuddenlyrealizinghewastakingouthis

frustrationonher,atfirstwhenheagreedtoano

sexrelationshiphethoughtitwasgoingtobeeasy

butwhathedidn'tknowwasthat,itwaseasier

whenyourpartnerwasn'tlivingunderthesameroof

asyouanddefinitelynotwiththemcomingtothe



gymlookingtoohottohandle.

"I'msorry"hesaidclosinghiseyes.

"Noit'sfine,Iwillgochangeintosomethingelseif

thisisn'tgoodenough"sherepliedturningtoleave

theroom.

"Nopleasedon'tchangethem,theyareperfectyou

cankeepthemon"hegesticulatedtoherclothesas

hestooduptosetupthetreadmill."Youwouldhave

towarmupfirst"

"Huh?"Shesaidfeelingconfused.

"Theexercise,youwouldhavetowarmfirstbefore

wegointootherexercisessogetonthetreadmill"



Janenoticedhewasavoidinganyformofeye

contactwithher,shecouldn'tunderstandwhyhe

wasactingstrange,firstheaskshertochangeher

clothesnowheisavoidingeyecontactwithher,she

hasasmuchashadenoughalready.

"Youknowyoudon'thavetohelpmeifyoudon't

wantto,youknowwhat?Don'tworryIwilljustgo

andleaveyoutodoyourthing"

"Nono,don'tleave"

"Butyoudon'tseeminterestedinteachingme"she

saidwithahintofhurtinhervoice.

"Iam,it'sjustthat..youknowwhatforgetitjustget

onthetreadmillsowecangetstarted"

"Notellmewhatisit,doIrepulseyou?"



"Nobabeyoudon't,asamatteroffactyouareso

damnattractive"

"Thenwhydidyouaskmetogochange?"

"Because..;babeifwearetosticktothisnosexrule

inourrelationship,youhavetostoptryingtodrive

mecrazywithyoursexydressesanytimeweare

together,I'mamanwhohasbloodrunningthrough

hisveinsyouknow?"

"Wow..I'msorryIdidn'tknowIhadsomucheffect

onyou"

"Youhavenoidea"

''wekeephavingfrictionallthetimeJeff''



''Babethisisnotafriction,wearejustgettingto

knoweachotherbetterandnowyouknowyour

bodydoesthingstome''hesaidsmiling.

"Awwwwwn..sorry,fromnowonIwillstartputting

onbubaandwrapper"

"Meaningwhatnow?Pleasedon'teventryit.Geton

thetreadmillalready"

Janeobligedhim,laughingathisreactionofher

puttingonbubaandwrapper.Hestartedthe

treadmillataslowpaceandincreasedthepace

later.Hestoodthereandmonitoredtherateand

timingofthetreadmill.AfterfiveminutesJanewas

pantinglikeshewasrunningasprint,Jefferyturned

offthetreadmillandofferedherabottleofwateras

shegotdown.Sheexpectedhimtolaughortease

herforbeinglazyandnotbeingabletolastupto



tenminutesonatreadmillbuthedidn't.Insteadhe

complimentedherforlastingthatlongandthatif

shecontinuesexercising,withtimeshewillstart

lastinglonger.

"Ididn'tknowyouwereafitnessjunky"shesaidas

hehelpedtoholdherlegssoshecoulddosomesit

ups.

"HowdidyouthinkImanagedtohavesuchchiseled

muscleslikeyouliketocallthem?"Heasked

laughing.

"WellIknewyouexercisedbutwhatIdidn'tknow

wasthatyouhaveagymineveryapartmentyou

owned?"

"Wellnoteverysingleoneofthem"



"Really,notevenasingleexerciseequipmentinany

ofthem?"

"Well,there'sabikeortwoineachofthem"

Aftertensit-upsJane'scorewasonfireand

decidedtostop,shedidn'thaveabigorprotruding

stomachbutsheknewherstomachcanbeflatterif

sheworkedonthembutthenagainsheisnotgoing

toachievealltheresultsinoneday.

"Whatpromptedyoutowanttoexercise?"Jeffery

askedashehelpedhergetintoaplankposition

becauseshecouldn'tseemtobeabletobalanceon

herown.

Janecouldn'tanswerhisquestionasshetriedto

concentrateonbalancingonherforearmsandfeet,

herspineseemedtoburnandwhenshethoughtof

givingupandlieonhetstomach,Jefferyroared.



"Don'teventhinkaboutit,stillmaintainthat

position"

"HowlongamIgoingtobeinthisposition

anyway?"

"30secs"washiscuteresponse.

"What?Ihavebeenherecloseto2mins"

"Noonly20secs"herespondedcheckinghistimer.

FinallyJanegotupandshestartedtothinkif

askingJefferytocoachheronhowtoexercisewas

actuallyagoodidea,probablyshecouldjustback

outnowandtellhimshedidn'twanttokeepfit

anymore.



"Youknowwhenyoufirststartoutdoingsomething

new,90%ofthetime,youaregoingtohateitorfind

itquitehardanddiscomfortingandthenyousee

yourselfrethinkingyourdecision.That'swhyyou

seemostpeoplestartoutonsomethingnewand

thenquitfewdaysorweekslater.That'swhereyour

WHYcomestoplay,whydidyoustartoutonthat

journeyinthefirstplace?IfyourWHYisbiggerthan

yourfearsthenyousticktoyourdecisionandthen

continue.SoJanewhat'syourWHY?"

Shewasn'tsosurehewastalkingaboutherreason

tostartexercisingorsomethingelsesoshe

answeredhim.

"BecauseIwanttobecomefit"

"Anddoyouthinkthatreasonisenoughtogo

throughthepainsofexercise?"



"Yes"

"Finethen,forwithpainsometimescomespleasure.

Let'sfinishupwithsomestretchexercises"

"OhohIknowone,IusuallydoitwhenIhave

backachefromsittingtoolongafterwork''

"Really?Showme"hesaidsurprised.

Janebentdown,stretchingoutherhandsinfrontof

herandraisingherbuttocksintheair,herlegswere

foldedbeneathher.

Jefferywasstandingbehindhersohehadafull

viewofherassintheair,makinghimthinkof

severalthingshecoulddotoherinthatposition,

thankfullyJanestoodupbeforehelosthissenseof



reasoninganddidsomethingtheywouldhave

regretted.

"Whatdoyouthink?"Sheaskedininnocence

"I'mgettingyouafitnesscoach"hesaidstorming

outoftheroom.

.

.

HappySunday..
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TheblogswerebeginningtoloseinterestinJane

andJeffery'srelationshipastheywerenow



occupiedwithothertrendinggossips.Thiswould

havebroughtjoytoJane'sheartbutthensheknew

itwasjustamatteroftimebeforeMr.Okafor'sson

foundherout.Shecouldn'tcontinuehidingin

Jeffery'spenthouseforever,atsomepointshe

wouldhavetogobacktoherapartmentandget

backintotherealworld,thenwhat?

Itwasalreadyaweeksincethenewsofher

relationshipwithJefferycameoutintheopenand

Janewasalmostrunningmadfrommopingaround

thehouse.It'seithershewaswatchingthenewsor

shewaswatchingamovieonNetflixandallof

thesethingswerebeginningtodrivehercrazy,what

shewantsistogetbacktowork.Jefferywas

alwaysoutforworkmostpartofthedayandwhen

hecomesback,hedoestryhisbesttokeepher

companybeforeheretirestohishomeofficeand

continueswiththeworkhecouldn'tgetdoneatthe

office.Whenshecomplainedhewasoverworking

himself,heexplainedtoherthathewasinvestingin

anewbusinessventuresothatrequiredmoreofhis



time.

Afterwatchingherfourthmoviefortheday,she

decidedshe'shadenoughanddecidedtogoon

YouTubeinsearchofsomenewfoodrecipesshe

couldtryout,afterallshealwayscomplainedofnot

learningenoughnewmealsbecauseofwork,so

nowthatshewasjoblessshecouldaswelllearn

them.

shewasonYouTubesearchingforvideosofthe

mealsshecouldtryout,whenanotificationpopped

uponthescreenofherphoneindicatingshehada

newmessageonWhatsApp.Shedecidedtoignore

ituntilshewasdonewithwatchinghervideosbut

moremessageskeptcominginfromthesame

number.Soshedecidedtoopenthemessage,it

wasfromanunknownnumberanditsenthera

document,whichwasfollowedbyamessage:open

itandfindoutforyourself.



Janeimmediatelybecamecuriousandopenedthe

folder.Whatshesawwasshocking;shethought

shewasn'tseeingclearlysoshedecidedtolook

closely.Butitwasstillwhatshesawthefirsttime

shestillsawagain;itwaspicturesofJeffery

kneelinginfrontofaladyandproposingtoher,they

lookedsomuchinlovewitheachother.Therewere

picturesoftwoofthemtogetheronthebeachand

othertimestheywereinarestaurant.Andthere

wasonewherebothofthemwereinahotelroom

lyingonthebed,bothscantlyclothed.

Janethoughtitcouldbeaprankorsomething,

probablyanApril'sfoolbuttheyweren'tinApril,this

wasOctoberandnoonegoesaboutjokingwith

somethingassensitiveasthis.Soshedecidedto

chatthepersonupandgetmoreinformation.

Jane:Whoisthis?

ThisisTania.



Jane:SorryTania,havewemet?BecauseIcan't

seemtorememberyou

Tania:Nowehaven't,butIassureyouthatifyou

don'tleavemymanalone,wearegoingtomeetand

trustmeit'snotgoingtobeapleasantmeeting.

Jane.

Ohsosheevenknowshernamealready?

Jane:I'msorrywhoisyourman?

Tania:Jeffery,andyouhadbetterleavehimalone

becauseweareengagedtobemarriedsoon.Don't

bedeceived,hedoesn'tloveyouandheisjust

usingyoutokilltimeuntilIreturnforustoget

married.AndIambacksobackoffbitch!



Janethoughtmaybeshewasdreaming,thismust

beanightmare.Shepinchedherself,itwasreal.

Shewasn'tdreaming,Jefferytrulydoeshavea

fiancéeandtheyweregoingtogetmarried.How

couldshehavebeensostupidtobelievehewasin

lovewithher?Sheopenedthedocumentandwent

throughthepicturesagainitwastrulyJefferywho

wasinthosepicturesandhelookedsohappyin

them.

Howcouldhedothistoher?Whatdidsheeverdo

todeservesuchtreatmentfromhim?Whydidhe

havetolietoher?Nobodyeveraskedhimto.Here

shewasplanningtheirfuturetogether,itwasasif

lifewasplayingajokeonher.Whenshecouldn't

holdhertearsanymore,shestartedtocry,shewept

forherfoolishness,herstupidityandhergullibility.

Foreverbelievingherlifewasgoingtogetany

better,forbelievingshedeservedabetterlifethan

whatshewaseverusedto.



Shecurledupintoaballonthekitchenfallasshe

weptforownlifeandallshehasbeenthrough.How

wasshegoingtofacetheworld?Hercolleagues?If

theblogsshouldgetwindofthis,theyaresogoing

tohaveafielddaywithitandtherewillbenooneto

protectherfromthem.

Shecrieduntilshehadnomoretearsorstrength

leftinher,shefinallydriftedofftosleep.

Janetriedrunningawayfromhimbuthewas

gettingcloser.shehadtorunfastorhewasgoing

tocatchupwithher.Shetriedrunningfasterbut

somethingseemedtobeholdingherback.Shetried

fightingitoffbutheheldherhands.Soshedecided

toscreamforhelpmaybesomeonewouldhearand

cometoherrescue.

"Babe!Babewakeup"



JaneopenedhereyestoseeJeffreysittingnextto

heronthekitchenfloorholdingherhandsand

shakinghertowakeup.

"Youwerehavingabaddream,it'sfineI'mhere

now"hetriedpullingherintoahugbutshequickly

pushedhimoff.

"Babeit'sme,youneednotbescaredI'mherenow"

"ThemorereasonIneedtogetawayfromyou"she

pushedpasthimasshegotoffthefloor.She

noticeditwasalreadygettingdarkoutsideandwith

thelookofthings,Jefferyjustgotbackfromwork.

"Babewhatareyoutalkingabout?Iwasreally

scaredtoseeyouonthefloorIthoughtsomething

hadhappenedtoyou"



"NoneedforthepretensesJeff"shebentdownand

pickedupherphonefromthefloor.Jefferywho

wasstillshockedatherresponsekeptstaringather.

"Whatdoyoumeanbypretenses?"

Shedidn'tgivehimanyreplyinsteadshewent

upstairstotheroomtheysharedtopackherthings.

"Babewhatisgoingon?"Jefferyaskedashe

followedherintotheroom

"Ishouldbeaskingyou,whatisgoingonJeffery?"

Janeaskedasshetriedtofightbackthetears

whichwerethreateningtofalldownhercheeks.

"WhatamItoyou?somepawnyoucanplaygames

with?"

"BabeI'matalosshere,whatareyoutalking



about?"

"Youseethatrightthere?thatiswhatIfellfallfor.

YouaresogoodJeffery"

"Willyoujusttellmewhatisgoingonalready!"

Jefferydemandedinanangrytune.

"Thisiswhatisgoingon"Janehandedhimher

phonetoseethepicturesshewassent.

Jefferytookthephonefromherandashescrolled

fromeachpicturetothenext,hesaidnothinghis

expressionwasn'treadableeither.

"Howdidyougetthese?"Heaskedaftergoing

throughallthepictures.



"DoesitmatterhowIgotthem?Youareengaged

Jeffery!Engagedtobemarriedandyoukept

leadingmeon,deceivingmeintobelievingyou

lovedme!andallyoucansayishowIgotthe

pictures?youareunbelievable!"

"Babeit'snotwhatyouthink,Icanexplain"

"Youneednotexplainanything.Youknow;whenI

firsthearditItoldmyselfitwasn'ttrue.Jeffery

couldn'thurtme.Thentodayshechatsmeup

tellingmeyoutwoareengagedI.."Janecouldn't

finishherstatementasthosetearsfinallyhadtheir

wayandcamedown.Sheangrilywipedthemoff

withthebackofherpalmandcursedherselffor

beingweak.

"Janeyouaregettingitallwrong,it'snotwhatit

lookslikejustlet.."



"Idon'twanttohearit,Ithinkwearedonehere.

GoodbyeJeffery"

Shepickedupherhandbagandranoutofthe

house,whatwasthepointinpackingherclothes,

whenhewastheonewhoboughtthemforher?.

Theywereonlygoingtoremindherofhim.

Shekeptrunningnotknowingwhereshewasgoing,

orwheretogetacabtotakeherhome.afterten

minutesofwalkingaroundandnotknowingtheway

outofwhereshewas,andwithoutanyoneinsight

toaskbecauseitwasabouttorainandeveryone

seemedtobeintheirvariousapartments,shekept

walking,hopingtofindthewayoutorsomeoneto

giveherthedirection.Andthenitstartedtorain

heavily.Shecouldbarelyseethenextstepshetook

andjustthenshetrippedandfell.Whoevershe

wrongedmustbeveryangryather,shethought.

AsJanetriedtogetofftheground,shefeltastrong



handscoopheroffthefloor.Sheletoutaloud

screamusingherfisttohitwhoeveritwas,asit

wasalreadydarkandshecouldn'tseetheperson's

face.

Thepersoncarriedherandplacedherattheback

seatofacar.Itwasthenitdawnedherwhoitwas;

Jeffery.Hegotintothecar,turnedontheheater

andstartedtodriveintheoppositedirection.

"Jefferywhatareyoudoing?Iamnotgoingbackto

thathouse"

"Wheredoyouwanttogothen?"Camehiscold

voice.

"Iwanttogobacktomyapartment!"

"Finethen"



"What?"Janeaskednotquiteunderstanding.

"Youwanttogobacktoyourapartment,soI'm

takingyoubackthere"

________

*Aweeklater*

"Janeyouhavetogoout,it'sbeenalmostaweek

sinceyouleftJeffery'shouse,andyouhaverefused

toleavethehouse"

"Amakapleaseleavemealone,Idon'twanttogo

out.BesidesIdon'twanttoriskrunningintoanyof

thosecrazybloggers"

"Youthinkplacingyourselfunderahousearrestis



goingtomakeanydifferencetothem?Theywillstill

writeaboutyouiftheywantto,sopleaseput

somethingonbecauseweareleavingthishouse"

"AmakaIcan't,Ican'tgoout,Idon'twantto,so

pleasejustletmebe"

"Forthepastoneweekyouhavedonenothingbut

sitandmopearound,youhavepracticallyturned

intoazombie,whenIleaveforworkIcomebackto

findyouinsameposition"

"Nothat'snottrue,Ichangepositions"Janesaid

tryingtodefendherself.

"Ohreally,likemovingfromonesideofthebedto

anotherabi?"

ThispastweekhasbeennothingbuthellforJane,



sincethedayJefferydroppedheroffather

apartment,shehasnotseenorheardfromhim.

Fewdayslatertherewerepicturesofhimandhis

supposedfiancéeall-oversocialmediaandblogs.

Taniahisfiancéetoldeverybloggerandwhoever

caredtolistenthatJanewasagolddiggingwhore

whowantedtosnatchherfiancéfromher,simply

becauseshewasoutofthecountryforhermaster's.

InalloftheseJaneneversawJeffery'sstatement

ofhimeitherdenyingorconfirmingwhatwasbeing

saidabouttheirrelationship.Andthatmade

mattersworseforJanebecauseshewouldatleast

havesomesortofclosureifJefferyconfirmedor

deniedit.Insteadhejustkeptsilent.

Somebloggersandgossipmagazinestried

reachingouttoJanetohearherownsideofthe

story,atfirstshefelttheurgetoobligethemandlet

theworldknowshewasn'twhattheythoughtofher.

Butthenagainsheknewtheyweren'treachingout

becausetheycaredbuttoincreasetheirreachand

makethemselvespopular.Oneofthemeven



offeredtopayherjustsoshecouldgranttheman

exclusiveinterview.Shewastryingherbestto

maintainalowprofileasmuchasshecould,sofar

shehasn'tseenorheardfromtheOkafors,

hopefullytheyhaven'tseenorreadabouther.

"Youknowyouarebeingoverlyparanoidright?The

Okaforscan'tjustwaltzinhereandtakeyouaway.

AtleastnotwithJeffery'sguardswhoarefully

armedtotheteethwatchingthisplace"

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"Howwouldyouknowwhenyouarealwaysindoors?

Jefferyhassecuritywatchingus,oneevenfollows

metowork,IknowtheytrytobediscreetbutIsee

themfollowingmefromadistancewheneverI'm

out"

"Whywouldhedothat?IthoughtImadeitclearI



didn'twantanythingfromhim?"

"Janedon'tyouthinkyouareoverreacting?"

"Overreactingyousay?Theguyisengagedtobe

marriedandyousayIamoverreacting?LikehellI

am!"

"Butyouhaven'theardhisownsideofthestory,

everythingmightnotlookasitseems"

"Ohreally?Whatexactlycouldthatbe?Isitthefact

thatheisengagedorthathekeptleadingmeon

justtomakeamockeryofme?"Janewasalready

shouting,Amakacouldseeshewaspained,she

wasatlossofwhattosaytoher.

"Jane,allI'msayingis;justtrytolookpastyour

painandhearhimout"



"Hearhimout?Youonlyhearsomeonewhois

talking,Ihaven'theardorseenhimsincethenews

cameout"

"Hebroughtyoubacktothehouseremember?I'm

surehemusthavetriedtalkingtoyouonthedrive

downhere,andhedidtryreachingouttoyoubut

youblockedhisnumberremember?cuttheguy

someslack"

"Areyoutakinghissides?Aren'tyousupposedto

bemyfriend?"Janeaskedangrily.

"I'mnottakingsides,justbeingonthesideof

reason,Ithinkyoushouldtalkthingsoutwith

Jeffery,Idon'tevenknowwhattosayanymore

abeg"Amakawasfrustratedherself,everytimethey

hadthisdiscussionitalwaysendedinanargument.



"Andlistentomorelies?Nothanks"

"Okay,ifthat'swhatyouwantnoproblembutyou

andIknowyouarehurtinganddyingtotalktohim

butifyouwantpridetostandinyourwayof

happinessthennoproblem"

"Easyforyoutosay,it'snotyournamethatisbeing

slanderedall-overtheinternetasamansnatcher"

"I'msorrydear,youknowI'mhereforyouIjust

wantyoutobehappy,Idon'twantyoutothrow

awaysomethinggoodwithouteventrying"

"Idon'thaveanywillstrengthtotryanymore

Amaka"Jane'svoicebrokeasshestartedcrying.

Amakawenttohersideonthebedandheldheras

shecried.Whenshestoppedcrying,Amakastill

heldher.



"Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?"Amakaasked

notquiteknowingwhattosaynext.

"Hmmmmmm"Janenodded"butwedon'thave

whatIfeelliketoeat"

"Whatcouldthatbe?Icangogetitforyou"

"Areyousure?"

"Janespillitout"

"WellIwouldliketoeatpizzaandbananasmoothie"

"Youhavetheweirdesttasteinfood,youknowright?

Whoeatspizzaandsmoothietogether?"

"Ido,nowpleasegogetmewhatIrequestedfor



andstopaskingtoomanyquestions"

"Hmmmmmmthisoneyouaretryingtogetridof

me,hopeyouarenotuptosomething?"

"Ilovemylifetoomuchtowanttocommitsuicide

Amaka"

"Andjustincaseyouhaveforgotten,rememberour

pastorsaidyouwillgotohellifyoucommitsuicide"

"Forsomeonewhosleepsallthroughthesermonin

church,youdidhearcorrectlythistime"

"Whatever"Amakastoodupandwenttothe

wardrobeandthrewonapairoffadedJeanwitha

sleevelesstopandthrewhercrossbagoverher

shoulder.



"I'mofftogetyourorderma'am,wouldyoube

needinganyotherthing?"

"Thatwillbeallfornow"Janerepliedsmiling.

Amakasteppedoutoftheirapartmentandwalked

downthestreetwheresheboardedatricycleto

takehertowheretheyusuallyboughtpizza,when

shelookedoutofthetricycleshecouldseeoneof

Jeffery'smenfollowingbehindinacar.She

wonderedifJefferywasreallyengagedoritwasall

asetup?Butthenagainthosepicturesofhim

engaginganotherladylookedbelievable.Butwhy

thendoeshehavemenwatchingovertheir

apartmentdayandnight?Protectingthemfromthe

paparazziandanylurkingdanger?Youonlydothat

forsomeoneyoucareabout.Themoreshethought

aboutitthemoreconfusedshegot.

Whenshegottothepizzaspot,itwascrowdedas

usual.Itwaspast7pmandtheplacewasbubbling



withactivities,asitusuallydoesbythattimeofthe

evening.Amakawentinandplacedherorder,and

shewastolditwasgoingtobereadyafter15mins

soshedecidedtogogetsometoiletriesfromthe

supermarketbesidethepizzaspot.

Shewenttothesanitarypadsection,andshetried

gettingthebrandshenormallyusesbutitwasout

ofherreach."Whatarethesepeopletryingto

achieve?Whoplacesasanitarypadsohigh?"She

mutteredunderherbreathasshetiptoedtryingto

reachit,thenshesawanotherhandstretchabove

hersandtookthepad.

"Howmanywouldyoubeneeding?"

Amakaturnedtoseeherworstnightmarestanding

infrontofher;Dele!

"Yeahright,ofallpeopletoruninto"Amakasaidin



annoyance.

"Areyougoingtotakethepadornot?"Deleasked

smiling

"Whatever"Amakaangrilysnatchedthepadfrom

hishands.

"Alittlethankyou,won'tkill,youknow?"

"LikeIaskedyoutodoit?"Amakawalkedpasthim

toanothersectionwhereshepickedoutsome

chocolatesforJane.

"Istillcan'tfigureoutwhatIdidtooffendyou,that

wouldmakeyouhatemesomuch"

"Pleaseavoidme"



"ComeonI'mtryingtomakeamendshere"

"WellIthinkyoushouldfocusthatenergyon

helpingyourfriendprepareforhiswedding"

"Andwhosaysheisgettingmarried?"

"Haven'tyoubeenreadingthepapers?IHaveone

questionthough,whydidhehavetodeceivemy

friendintothinkinghecaredforher?Whatwashe

playingat?"

"Hedidn'tdeceiveher,ifit'sanythingJeffery

genuinelycaresaboutJaneandthesepastfew

dayswithoutherinhislifehasturnedhimintoone

miserableman"

"Butwasn'thetheonewhowentandengaged



someoneelse?"

"It'snotinmyplacetosayanythingallIcansayis

thatthere'smorethanmeetstheeye"

"Hmmmmmm"

"Socanyouatleasttellmemyoffense,whydoyou

hatemesomuch?"

"Youmeanasidethefactthatyourfriendbrokemy

bestfriend'sheart?"

"Yesasidethat,becauseyouhatedmeevenbefore

anyofthesehappened"

"WellIwilltellyouontheconditionthatyougiveme

mynationalIDfirst"



"Howaboutthis,youtellmethereasonandthenI

wouldgiveyouyourID?"

"Nodeal"

"ForgetyourIDthen"

.

.
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"I'mgoingtokillthatguy,hedoesn'tknowwhois



messingwith,heshouldjustwaituntilIreporthim

tothepolicefortheft"

"Issomeonetripping?"Janesaidasshecovered

herselfwithblankettogetmorecozyonthebed.

EversincethedayAmakawentouttogetpizza,she

hasbeenfumingwithrageandrantingabouthow

shewasgoingtodealwithDeleforrefusingtogive

herbackhernationalID.

"Comecome,ifyoudon'thaveanythingusefulto

sayjustkeepquiet,howcanIbetrippingforhim?"

"Well,let'sstartwiththewayyou'rehandlingthis

matter,theAmakaIknowwouldhavegonetothat

guy'sofficeorevenhishomejusttogetbackherID,

butinsteadwhathaveyoudone?Nothing,Amaka

nothing"

"Welllet'sjustsayI'mtakingmytime"



"Hmmmtakingyourtimeindeed"

"BiathisgirlIthoughtyouweregoingthrougha

heartbreak,whyisyourmouthsosharp?"

"YouaresenselessAmaka"Janesaidlaughing,

Amakajoinedinthelaughtertoo.

"Youknow,goingtohishousewon'tbeabadidea"

Amakasaidthoughtfully"doyouknowwherehe

lives?"

"Whosehouse,Dele?"Janeaskednotquite

catchingup.

"No,thegateman'saddress,ofcourseDele's

address"Amakaansweredsarcastically.



"Wellforgivemefornotkeepingup,Ithoughtwe

haddroppedthesubject"

"Whatever,doyouknowhisaddress?"

"Youknowyouonlygetdefensive,whenyouare

tryingtohidesomething?"

"Areyougoingtogivemehisaddressorwhat?"

"WellIdon'thaveit"

"Whatyoushouldhavejustsaidsince,bytheway

whyaren'tyoudressingupforwork?"

Jane'ssuspensionhasendedandshewas

expectedtoreportatworkthatmorningbutshe



wasn'tfeelingit,shedidn'tknowhowshewasgoing

tofaceViviannotafterwhatshetoldherabout

Jefferyhasbeenconfirmed.Shedidn'thavethewill

powertofaceherorherothercolleaguesespecially

Katherine.

"Janeyouhavetogetupfromthatbedandget

dressedorwearegoingtobelateforwork"

"AmakaIdon'tfeellikegoingbacktowork"

"Why?didyougetanotherjob?"

"NoIdidn't,Ihaven'tevenappliedsomewhereelse"

"Mythoughtsexactly,untilyougetabetterjobyou

can'tjustgoaboutquittingtheoneyoualready

have,sogetdressedbecausewearegoingtowork"



"AmakaIdon'tthinkIcanfacepeopleattheoffice,

especiallyVivianandKatherine,theyaresuregoing

tomakeafielddaylaughingatmeandIdon'tthinkI

canhandlethat"

"Janeyouneedtoknowpeoplewillsurelysay

somethingaboutyouevenifyouweren'tdating

Jeffery,theywillsurelytalkthat'shumannature.

Youcan'tgiveupyourjobsimplybecausepeople

aregoingtobetalkingandlaughingbehindyou,

that'syoujustgivingthemmorethingstotalk

about"

"Idon'tknowAmaka,Ireallyjustfeellikequitting"

"Andthenwhat?VivianandKatherinewouldhave

thelastlaugh?Janeyoucan'tloseyourboyfriend

andyourjobtoo,theonlycrimeyoucommittedwas

tofallinloveandthelasttimeIcheckeditisn't

punishableunderthelaw,ifyouquit,thentheywin"



"Yourpoint?"

"Mypointisgoandtakeyourbathandgetdressed

forworkorelseIwilldragyoudownthereinyour

pyjamasanddon'teventhinkIcan't,becauseyou

knowIwilldoit"

Janequicklygotoffthebedandrushedintothe

bathroom,knowingwhoAmakawas;shewill

definitelydragheroutofthehouseifshedoesn't

getdressed.

FewminuteslaterJanewasoutofthebathroom

andwasgettingreadyforwork,Amakacameoutof

thekitchenholdingtwomugsofhotchocolatedrink

andsomesandwiches.

"HereImadeIacupforyou"shesaidhandinga

cuptoJanewhodeclined"Idon'tfeellikeeating



anything"

"Okaysolongyougotowork"

Anhourlatertheyarrivedattheoffice,theyhada

littlechitchatwiththereceptionistwhokeptAmaka

abreastwithallthejuicygossipintheoffice,Jane

extricatedherselffromthegisttogotoheroffice

andgetreadybeforeVivianarrives.

WhenVivianarrived,shehadamockinggrinonher

facewhenshesawJaneseated.

"Goodmorningma"

"GoodmorningmydearJane,it'sgoodtohaveyou

back.Iguessyouhavetakenthisperiodtothink

aboutwhatyouwanttodowithyourself?"Vivian

gesticulatedeverywordshespokewithherhands.



"Idon'tunderstandma,howdoyoumean?"

"Ohyouknow,nowthattherightfulownerofthe

propertyisback,wheredoesthatleaveyou?aside

chickIpresume?"

Janesaidnothing,intruesenseshehadnothingto

say.

"OhdearJane,youdon'thavetolookalllostand

forlorn,I'msureyouwillfindsomeonewithinyour

classmaybeadriverorevenanassistantlike

yourself.Hahahahahaha...."

Vivianlaughedoffintoheroffice,leavingatearful

Janewhowantedtodonothingbutrunbackhome

andhideunderherblanket,thensheremembered

Amaka'swords;"youquitandtheywin"shecouldn't

letthemwinatleastnotonthisone,shehadtohold



herheadupandprovetothemthatshewas

strongerthanwhatwashappeningtoherrightnow.

Soshewipedhereyeswiththebackofherhands,

tookasipofwaterandwalkedintoVivian'soffice."I

wouldliketohaveyourplannersoIcanorganize

youritineraryfortheweek,ma"

Vivianmusthavebeenshockedwiththeboldness

Janesuddenlypossessed,becauseshewas

speechlessforaminute"alreadysettodiveback

intoworkaren'tyounow?It'swithKatherine,you

cangetitfromher"shesaid,dismissingJane

disdainfully.

JanelefttogolookforKatherineattheoffice

cafeteriawhereshewouldusuallybebythattimeof

themorning.Whenshegotthere,Katherinewas

havingherusualcupofteaatthecornerofthe

cafeteria.

"GoodmorningKatherine,Iwouldliketohave



Vivian'splannerplease"

"Lookwhowehavehere,it'stheboyfriendsnatcher,

opsmybadtheFiancésnatcher"

"I'mnotheretoexchangewordswithyouKatherine,

justgivemetheplanner"

"Ofcourseyouwouldn'twanttoexchangewords

withmebecauseyourbodyguardfriendisn'there

todefendyou,whereisshe?didsheleaveyoutoo?"

"TheplannerKatherine,Ireallydon'thavetimefor

this"

"Noyouwouldn't,I'mverysureyouaretoobusy

scoutingforsomeoneelse'sboyfriendyouwantto

snatchagain"



"AtleastI'mgoodatsomething,butyou,whatare

yougoodat?Nothing.Youwhy?It'sbecauseyou

arehorribleperson,youhaveatoxiccharacterand

that'swhyyouhavenofriends.Youaremiserable

Katherine,Ihaveafriendwho'sgotmybackbut

whatdoyouhave?Ithinkyoushouldthinkabout

yourlifeinsteadofmakingmineyourbusiness.

NowgivemethatdamnplannerbeforeIloseit!"

Katherinequicklyfishedouttheplannerfromher

handbagandhandeditovertoJanewhoforcefully

tookitfromherandwalkedoutofthecafeteria

feelingalotbetter,nowshehasaddressedoneof

herfearsallsheneededwastocontinueholding

herheadupandcontinuetofaceherfearsoneafter

theother.

Shewentbacktotheofficeandstartedorganizing

Vivian'sitineraryfortheweek.Shewasonthelast

onefortheweekwhenherphonerang;itwasan

unknownnumbercalling.



"Hello?"

"Hi,amIuntoJane?"

"YesthisisshewhoamIspeakingwith?"

"HiJane,thisisAnita,Michael'swife"

"HiAnita,sorryIdidn'thaveyournumbersavedon

myphone.Howareyoudoingandhowisthe

baby?"

"I'mdoingokayandthebabyisdoingjustfine,Jane

I'msorrytobecallingyouatofficehoursbutIreally

neededtotalkyou"

"Ohit'snoproblemwhatisityouwanttotalk



about?"

"It'saboutJeffery,pleasehearmeoutbeforeyou

endthecall"

"I'msorryAnita,Ireallydon'twanttotalkabout

JefferyrightnowIjustwantto.."

"Janepleasejusthearmeout,Jefferyislosingit,he

hasn'tbeenhimselfsinceyoubothbrokethingsoff"

"AndyouthinkIhavebeenmyself?Doyouknow

whatIhavebeenthroughmyself?Iwasn'ttheone

whogotengagedandliedaboutit"

"IknowJanebutsometimesthingsaren'twhatthey

seem"



"Ohreally?That'swhateveryonekeepssaying,but

thelasttimeIcheckednoonehastoldme

somethingdifferentfromwhatIhavebeenseeing

andreadingontheblogs.

Therewasanuncomfortablesilencebetweenthem,

thenAnitafinallysaid;

"Canweseeandtalk?"

"NoAnitaIdon'twanttoriskrunningintoJeffery

besidesIdon'twanttotalkabouthimjustwhenI'm

beginningtomakeprogressofgettinghimoffmy

mind"

"Ohreally?justhowmuchprogresshaveyou

made?"

"Iummm...."



"JaneyouandIknowyoustillloveJeffery"

"Wellthatwon'tbeforlong,it'sjustamatteroftime

beforehebecomeshistorytome"

"Wouldyouwanttolookbackyearslateronthisday

withregretfornottrying?orwouldyouwanttobe

abletosay;youtriedtomakeitwork?"

________

It'sbeentwoweekssinceJeffrey'sfiancéecame

publicwiththeirengagementandJanelastsaw

Jeffery.Theblogsseemstohaveforgottenabout

herandJeffrey'srelationshipfortheynolonger

wroteaboutit.Janeknewitwasjustamatterof

timebeforetheyleftheralone.Herlifewas

beginningtogetbacktonormal,exceptforone

thingmissingoutofit;Jeffery.



"IthinkyoushouldgoandseeherJane"

"Andthenwhat?Havehertellmetomyfacethat

theyallknewJefferywasengaged?PleaseIhave

hadenoughhumiliationalready"

"Butwithwhatyoutoldmeshesaidoverthephone,

Idon'tthinkthat'swhatshewantstosay"

"Andhowdoyouknowthat?"

"Isthatnotthewholepoint?That'swhyyouneedto

seeherandhearwhatshehastosay"

"AmakaIdon'tknowifIshouldgo"

"Okay,atleastpromisemeyouwouldthinkabout

it?"



EversinceJanetoldAmakaaboutherconversation

withAnita,shehasbeentryingtogethertogopay

Anitaavisitlikesherequested.Astemptingasit

was,Janewastryingreallyhardtoforget

everythingaboutJefferyandmeetingupwithAnita

wasnotgoingtohelpherinanyway.Thetruthbe

toldshewasscaredofwhatshewasgoingtofind

outfromAnita.

"OkayIwillthinkaboutit,maybeIwillgoseeher

thisweekend.Canwetalkaboutsomethingelse?"

"That'smorelikeit,thatremindsme;youwillbe

goinghomealonetoday"

"Why?youhaveadateafterwork?"

"No,I'mgoingovertoDele'sofficeIneedtogetmy

nationalIDfromthatguy,hehashelditlong



enough"

"Hmmmmm.....FinallytheAmakaIknowisback,

howdidyougettoknowwherehisofficeislocated

anyway?"

"Ihavemyway,nomorequestionsIneedtoget

backtoworksoIcanleaveontime,seeya"

"Bye"

Janewentbacktowork,forthepasttwoweeksshe

andAmakahasbeenobservingtheirlunchbreaks

inJane'soffice.AsJaneisstilltryingtoavoidmost

ofhercolleaguesfromaskinghertoomany

questionsaboutherfailedrelationship.Thelast

thingJaneneededwaspity.

Amakahasbeenhergreatestsourceofstrength.



She'severquicktowardoffanyonewhotriestoask

Janetoomanyquestionsormockher.Janedoesn't

knowwhatshewouldhavedonewithoutAmakaby

herside.

"Ithinkyoushouldleavethatpitifullookathome

anddotheworkwepayyoutodo"

JaneraisedherheadtoseeKatherinestandingin

frontofher.

"Atleastsomeofusdohaveworktodo,unlike

somepeoplewhodonothingbutmovefromdeskto

desksearchingforwhatisn'ttheirs"

"AtleastIdon'ttrytostealpeople'sfiancé"

Katherinecountered,foldingherhands.

"OhcomeonKatherinearen'tyoutiredofusing



samelineoverandoveragain?Youarebeginning

tosoundlikeabrokenrecord.I'msureyoumust

havesomethingelsetosay,solet'shearit"

JaneleanedonthetablegivingKatherineherfull

attention.

"YouaresoshamelessJane"

"Thereyougowiththeshamingagain,Idon'thave

shamesowhat?It'sawellestablishedfactbetween

us.Youcan'tshametheshamelesssowhatelsedo

youhaveagainstmeKatherine?"

KatherinestormedoffintoVivian'soffice,Jane

smiledtoherself,notanymorewasshegoingto

allowanyoneintimidateher,notevenVivianwho

hasmadeitapointofdutytoalwaysbringup

Jeffery'snamewhenevertheyweretogether.



Fewminuteslater,shewasinVivian'soffice

workingonanewprojectwithherwhileKatherine

flippedthroughthepagesofafashionmagazine.

"Lookit'sJeffery'sfiancée"Katherinesaid"ohlook

atthesizeofthatrockonherfinger"

"Letmesee"Viviansaidabandoningwhatshewas

doing.

"She'sbeautiful,hereJanetakealook"shetried

passingthemagazineovertoJane.

"NoIwouldrathernot"Janesaidwithouteven

lookingupfromwhatshewaswriting."Aboutyour

meetingwiththetelecommunicationsdirector,do

youwantmetomakeitforTuesdayma?"

"Tuesdayisfine"Viviansaidwithsomuchshockon



herface.

Atthecloseofwork,AmakaleftforDele'soffice.

Herinformanttoldherheusuallyclosesby6pm,so

shestillhadaboutanhourtocatchupwithhim.To

beattheusualeveningtrafficsheboardedabiketo

hisoffice.

"Hellogoodevening,I'mheretoseeDele"shesaid

tothereceptionistwholookedlikeshewasgetting

readytoleave.

"I'msorry,whatisyourname?"

"Amaka"

"DoyouhaveanappointmentAmaka?"



"Nobutit'spertinentthatIseehim"

"WellI'msorrywehaveclosedforthedaysoyou

wouldhavetocomebackanotherday"

''PleaseIreallyneedtoseeyourboss''

''WellI'msureyouheardmethefirsttime,come

backanotherday''

"IfonlyyouknewhowmuchIpaidthebikeman

whobroughtmeherejustsoIcangettoseeDele

todayyouwon'taskmetocomeback,Iknowheis

stillinthepremisessoIadviceyouletmeseehim"

"Ifseeinghimwasthatimportanttoyouthenyou

wouldhavebeenhereearlierorbetterstillbooked

anappointment"



"Okaythat'sitthen,I'mdonetryingtobecivilwith

you"

Amakawalkedpastthereceptionisttoadoorshe

assumedtobeleadingtoDele'soffice.Justbefore

shegotthere,thereceptionistrushedandstoodin

frontofthedoor.

"Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?"Thereceptionist

asked

"Ishouldbeaskingyouthatquestion,whatdoyou

thinkyouaredoingstandinginmyway?Moveout

ofmywayorIwillmakeyou!"

"Youcan'tgoin"thereceptionistrespondedstill

guardingthedoor.

"Youleavemenochoicethen"Amakapushedthe



girlwholostbalanceandfell.Amakaimmediately

openedthedoorandasshetriedgoingin,the

receptionistheldontoherleftlegcausingAmakato

tripandfallintotheoffice.

"Whatthehellisgoingonhere!"AconfusedDele

askedashesawthetwoladiesstrugglingonthe

floorofhisoffice.

"Whatisgoingtohappenisthatifthisgirldoesn't

leavemeI'mgoingtobiteoffherear"Amaka

shouted.

Thismusthavescaredthereceptionistoffforshe

immediatelyleftAmaka'sleg.

"Sorrysirbutshewastryingtogetinwithoutan

appointment"theangryreceptionisttriedexplaining

astheybothgotoffthefloor.



"Istilldon'tunderstandhowthatledyoubothinto

wrestling?"Deleaskedstilllookingconfusedatthe

sightofhisdisheveledreceptionistandAmakain

hisoffice.

"I'mverysorrysir,she.."

"It'sfineMiriam,let'stalkaboutthistomorrowyou

canclosefortheday"

Thereceptionistwhowasatthepointoftears

thankedDeleandleft.

"Ididn'tknowyouemployedtoutsasyour

receptionist?"Amakasaidafterthereceptionisthad

left.

"sheisnewandfromthelookofthingsyouwere

theonewhoalmostbitthepoorgirl'searoff"



"SoI'mthetout?"

"Youjustsaidsoyourself,whatareyoudoinginmy

officeanyway?"

"I'mheretotakemynationalIDwhichyouhave

beenholdinghostage"

"No,IfounditlyingonthegroundandIhavebeen

helpingyoukeepiteversince,youshouldbe

grateful"

"Wellthankyou,youhavekeptitlongenough.Now

handitbacktome"shestretchedoutherhandto

Dele

"Notsofast"



"WhatdoyouwantfrommeDele?GivememyID,is

thattoomuchtoask?"

"Notuntilyoutellmewhyyouhatemesomuch?"

"Idon'thateyou,nowcanyougivememyID?"

"Amakayouhatemeandwebothknowit,soI'm

askingwhy?"

"Bia(meaningcome)thisguygivemebackmyID

nowifyoudon'twanttoseemycrazyside"

"ThereisacrazysideotherthantheoneIjustsaw

wrestlingwithmyreceptionist?"

"Youhavenoidea,bettergivememyIDnowandwe



willbothbeoutofeachother'shair"

"No,IthinkIwanttoseethecrazierAmaka,goon

showme"Deleleanedagainsthischairandfolded

hisarms.

"PleasegivememyIDandIwillbeonmyway"

"NoIwanttoseeyourcrazyside,showme"

Amakatoreupthedressshewasputtingon.

"Whatareyoudoing?"Deleaskedashe

immediatelygotupfromhischair"whyareyou

tearingatyourdress?"

"Welllet'sjustsayI'mabouttoscreamrapeand

haveyouremployeesrunninginhere"



"What?Youarecrazy"

"YouaskedforthecrazyAmakaremember?Sogive

memyIDnowbeforeIscream"

Delebenttogetitoutofhistabledrawerandthen

stopped.

"Youknowwhat?Ichangedmymind,goaheadand

shout"

"YouwantmetoshoutthatI'mbeingrapedinyour

office?Areyousure?"

"Yeahgoahead,theofficeissoundproofedanyway

noonewillhearyou,soshout"
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Delebenttogetitoutofhistabledrawerandthen

stopped.

"Youknowwhat?Ichangedmymind,goaheadand

shout"

"YouwantmetoshoutthatI'mbeingrapedinyour

office?Areyousure?"

"Yeahgoahead,theofficeissoundproofedanyway

noonewillhearyou,soshout"

''Whatyouaretellingmeisthat;thisroomis



soundproofed?''Amakaaskedasshetriedtorack

herbrainsforotheroptionsonhowtomakehim

giveherbackherID.

''yesitis,soyoucangoaheadandscreamallyou

want''Delesaid,feelingproudofhimself.

''whatareyouplayingat?whatdidIdotoyou?why

areyouholdingontosomethingthat'sofnovalue

toyou?''

''doIneedtogiveyouananswerforthat?Amaka

yousmashedmywindscreenfornoreasonan..''

''waitwait....Ididn'tsmashyourwindscreenforno

reason,yousplashedmuddywateronmydress.

Getitrightplease''

''Andisthatenoughreasontosmashsomeone's



windscreen?''

''wellIdon'tknowaboutothers,butitisforme.now

enoughwiththequestioning,canIhavemyIDback

please?''

''notuntilyoutellmethereasonyouharborso

muchhatredtowardsmeandatleastanapology

forsmashingmywindscreen''

Amakaseeingthatshehadnochanceofgetting

DeletogiveherbackherID,madeaquickdashfor

thedrawershesawDelebringingoutherfromID

earlier.ButDelewasquickenoughtostandinher

wayandeverymoveshemadetogetpasthimwas

futileasDelekeptstandinginherway.

''whatisgoingonhere?''



TheybothturnedtofindJefferystandingatthe

doorwithaconfusedlookonhisface.Delequickly

steppedoutofAmaka'swayandthatmoment

AmakaquicklytookoutherIDfromthedrawer.

''Thisiswhatisgoingon,yourfriendherehasbeen

holdingontomynationalIDandhasrefusedgiving

itback''shetookherhandbagfromthechairand

placedtheIDinside.

Jefferywasstilllookingconfused,notquite

understandingwhyherdresswastornandherhair

lookingdisheveledlikeshehadbeenatwarwith

someone.

''firstofallDelewhyareyoustillholdingontoher

IDIthoughtyousaidyouweregoingtogiveitback?

ThenAmakawhyareyoulookinglikeyouhave

beenatwar?WhyinGod'snameisyourdress

torn?''



''That'sbecauseshehasbeenatwarwithmyentire

staff,thisladyherehasdonenothingbutfightIand

myentirestaffsinceshegothere''Delesaid.

HisstatementalmostmadeAmakablowupwith

anger''ifyouhadjustgivenmemyIDnoneofthese

wouldhavehappened,wellnowthatIhavewhatI

camefor;missionaccomplishedsoIwilltakemy

leave.Ciao''Amakastormedoutoftheofficebut

ranbackinsidealmostimmediately

''whatelsedoyouwantfromme,mykidney?''Dele

askedinexasperation.

''wellIwouldhaveaskedforitifitwerestilluseful

butthenit'suselessandIdon'tbuydamaged

goods''

Dele'sjawdroppedatAmaka'sremark,justwhenhe



thinkshehashearditallfromher;sheopensher

mouthandsayssomethingevenworse.

''sowhatdoyouwant?''heaskedafterhehad

recoveredfromhisshock

''wellIcan'tmakemygrandexitwithouttakingthis''

shequicklygrabbedDele'sjacketoffthecoatstand

''wellwithmytorndress,Iwillneedsomethingto

coverup,Idon'twantpeoplemistakingmefora

madwoman''

DelelookedatJefferyforhelp,butinsteadJeffery

justshrugged.Thelastthinghewantedwastobe

caughtupintheirfight.

''Ididn'tsayitwasokayforyoutotakemyjacket?''

''andIwasn'tasking,Iwillhaveitdrycleanedand



returned.Bye''

AsAmakaturnedtoleavetheroom;Jeffery

stoppedher.''Wait!''shestoppedinhertracks

''Yes?Doyouwanttooffermeyourjackettoo?''

''howisshe?''

Therewasadeafeningsilenceintheroom,Jeffery

waslookinglikeashadowofhimself.Hehadeye

bagsandhisbeardsneededatrimbadly.Amaka

couldtellhehasbeensufferingasmuchasJaneif

notmore.Shepitiedhimbutthenherbestfriendis

hurtingtooandhecausedit,hebroughtthisupon

them.

''Idon'tknow,whydon'tyouaskheryourself?''

Amakahurriedoutoftheroom.Shesilentlyprayed



shedidn'tforgetanythingbecauseshedidn'ttrust

herselfnottobreakdownandeventuallytellJeffery

howbadlyherfriendwasdoing.

''Youknowyoucan'tstayawayformuchlonger?''

DeleaskedasAmakashutthedoor.

''Youwon'tunderstandman''Jefferypulledouta

chairandsatdown.

''thenmakemeplease.BecauseIreallydon't

understandwhatisgoingon,lookatyoumanyou

arelikeawalkingchaos''

''saysthemanIwalkedinonwrestlingwithalady

overherID''Jefferysaidtryingtospitehim.

''thisisnotaboutmeandyouknowit'



''Ohreally?whatisitabout?OhyeahIrememberit's

abouthowyouhavebeenholdingontoAmaka'sID''

''whatever,Ijustwantedtopunishheralittle,doyou

knowhowmuchitcostmetofixthewindscreen

shebroke?butthenthisisabouthowyouareabout

towalkawayfromsomethingthatmightbeyour

onlychanceoffindingtruelove.Lookatyouman,

youarelivingindenial''

''nothisisaboutthefactthatmygirlfriendwalked

outonourrelationshipbecauseofwhatsomeone

elsetoldheraboutme.It'saboutthefactthatshe

walkedoutattheslightestchanceshehad,it'sasif

shehasbeensittingaroundwaitingformetodo

somethingwrongandthemomentshecaughta

whiffofsomethingbeingwrong;shemadearunfor

thedoor''JefferyslammedhisfistonDele'stable.

Hewasclearlyinsomuchpainmorethanhecould

admittohimselforanyone.Hetriedhidingbehind



hisworkbutthatwasn'thelpingaseverything

seemstoremindhimofJane.Hisfamilywere

alreadydrivinghimcrazywithquestionsand

solutionsonhowtogetbackwithher.Hehadto

warneveryoneofthemtostayoutofhisbusiness.

Sofar,DeleandMichaelaretheonlyoneshestill

managestospeakto.HecamedowntoDele's

officesotheycouldgooutfordrinks;anotherbidto

forgetJane.OnlyforhimtorunintoAmaka;another

greatreminderofJane.

''JefferyIknowyouarepainedbutyoucan'tblame

herI..''

''sonowyouaretakingherside?''

''noI'mnottakinghersides,Ijustwantyoutosee

thingsfromherownpointofview''



''ohreally?Sowhatisherpointofview?Let'shear

it''

''yougetpicturesofyourmanengagingsomeone

elseandfewdayslaterthatsameladycomesout

publiclytosaysheisengagedtoyourman.And

let'snotforgetthatbloggershavebeenonhercase

toobecauseofherrelationshipwithyou.Howmuch

canagirlbear?youwouldhavedonesamething

shedid''

''nowhereiswhatIwoulddo''Jefferyleaned

forward''Iwouldaskandhearwhathehastosay,

andmindyousheleftmeevenbeforeTaniawent

public.Shecouldhavegivenmethechanceto

explainandnotrunlikeshedid''

''itwasalloverthemediathatyouwereengaged

Jeffery,whatwasshesupposedtodo?''



''Believemedamnit!Shewassupposedtobelieve

me.I'mtheonesheisdatingnotthemedia.I'mthe

oneshelovesnotthemediaIexpectedhertolisten

tome,Iexpectedhertotalktomeandnotblock

everynumberItriedreachingherwith,sheeven

blockedmeonallhersocialmediahandles''Jeffery

spokewithsomuchpaininhisvoice.Thepainin

hisheartmadeitseemlikeitwasbeingrippedout,

painhasbecomehisbestcompanionlately.

''allthesewouldhavebeenavoidedifyouhadjust

toldheraboutitearlier,thenshewouldhaveheard

itfromyouandnotanyoneelseorthemediafor

thatmatter''

''Iwaswaitingfortherighttimeman,howwasI

supposedtoknowthatTaniawasgoingtopulla

stuntlikethis?''

''wellthatshowsyoudidn'tknowthewomanyou

wereabouttomarrybecausetheTaniaIknowis



capableofthisandevenworse.Infactyouarethe

onlyonewhoissurprised,therestofusaren't''

''yeahIclearlydidn'tknowher,I'mverysure

someoneputheruptothisbecauseTaniadoesn't

doanythingwithouthavingsomethingtogainin

return''

''whatareyougoingtodoabouther?TaniaImean?''

''whenIdosomethingabouther,youwilldefinitely

know''Jefferyballedhishandintoafistashespoke,

lookingintospace.

''somethingyouneedhelpwith?''

''nah,I'vegotthisman''



''ifyouneedmeI'mhere''

''Iwillkeepthatinmind,thanksbro.Soonalighter

note,tellmewhatisgoingonwithyouandAmaka?''

''howdoyoumean?Nothingisgoingonbetween

us''

''really?areyousure?''

''yes,thatchickisjustcrazy''

__________

"YouareseriousaboutwrestlingDele'ssecretary

aren'tyou?"Janeaskedinbetweenlaughs.The

sightofAmakastandinginatorndressandan

oversizedjacketmadeJanelaughuncontrollably.



"Youlooklikeaclown"

"Nayousabithatone,themostimportantthingis

thatIgotwhatIwenttherefor,myfightwasnotin

vain"

"Hmmmfreedomfighter,NelsonMandela"Jane

hailedAmakaassheignoredherandtookofher

torndress.

"AndtothinkIjustboughtthisdress"Amaka

regretfullyexaminedhertorndress.

"Whatwereyouthinkingwhenyoutoreit?"Jane

asked.

"Abegstopaskingmetoomanyquestions,youare

nottheonewho'sIDwasbeingwithheldbyathug"



"DidyoujustcallDeleathug?Hehehehe,Amaka

ooo"

AmakaignoredJaneandwentintothekitchento

getherselfsomefood,"infactI'mgoingtosellthat

jacketI'msureitwillmakeupformytorndress"

"Amakadon'tsellthepoorguy'sjacket,haveit

returnedtohimabeg"

"Areyougoingtopayformydamageddress?

BecauseIcan'tlose.BythetimeIconfirmtheworth

ofthatjacketandfindoutit'sexpensive,I'mso

sellingit.Iwilluseitascollateraldamage"

"Chai,youaresomethingelse.Bytheway,youare

yettotellmehowyouwereabletofinallygettheID

fromhim"



"Well..youknow,Ijustmadeagrabforitandran"

Amakasaidtryingtobeevasive,shedidn'twantto

tellJanesheandJefferyhadranintoeachotherat

Dele'soffice.

"Hewastherewasn'the?"Janeasked

"Yeshewas"Amakarepliedassheateherfood.

Theybothkeptquiet.

"Youknowyouhavetogoseehimright?Heis.."

"AmakapleaseIdon'twanttohearit,I'mtryingto

healandthelastthingIwantistogobacktowhat

I'mwalkingawayfrom"

"Healingyousay?Letmeaskyou;howfarhaveyou

gonewithyourhealing?Lookatyou,youarea

shadowofyourself.Nomatterhowstrongyoutry



toappearIknowyouarehurtingandtheonlyway

tohealandmoveonfromthisistogotalkto

Jeffery,ifnotforanythingbutforthesakeof

closure"

JaneknewAmakawasright,sheneededtogosee

Jeffrey.Butshedidn'twanttohearwhatshewas

dreadingthemost.

"Amakait'snotthateasy,Ican'tseehimIjustcan't"

"WhatareyouscaredofJane?"

"Thetruth,I'mscaredofhearinghimsaywewerea

mistake,I'mscaredofhavingtohearhimtellmehe

istrulyengagedandthatwecan'tbetogether.I'm

notsureIcanbeabletotakeitAmaka"

"Whatifhetellsyousomethingdifferent?Youcan't



sithereandbescaredofsomethingthatyouaren't

sureof,ifyouallowfeartotakethebetterpartof

youthenyouareboundtoremainunhappy"

Janesatuponthebedasshethoughtaboutwhat

Amakasaid,whatisyourWHYJane?Thesewere

Jeffery'swordstoherthemorninghewasteaching

herhowtoexercise.

"HowaboutyougoseeAnitalikesherequested?At

leastwecanstartfromthere"

"Iwillcallhertomorrow"

"Noyouwillcallhernow,Idon'twantyouchanging

yourmindbytomorrow"

"It'slatealreadyAmaka"



"Noit'snot,it'sjust8pm,socallhernow"

"Okay,fine"Janegrumbledasshepickedupher

phonetodialAnita'snumber.

"HeyJanehowareyoudoing?"cameAnita'svoice

"I'mgood,goodeveningAnita.HopeI'mnotcalling

toolate?"

"Noit'sfine,IjustfinishedputtingWilliamtosleep"

"Howishe?"

"Heisfine,growingeveryday.SometimesIcan't

believeheisjustamonthold"

"Howtimeflieshuh?"



"Yeah,howareyouJane?"

"I'mfine,actuallyIwasthinkingifwecouldmeet

andtalklikeyousaidthelasttimewespoke?"

"Yeahsure,whenwillbeconvenientforyou?"

"Iwashopingtomorrow,sinceit'sSaturday?That's

ifit'sokaywithyou?"

"It'stotallyokaywithme,Icouldusesomefreshair

myself.Ihavebeenindoorssinceafterthedelivery,

solet'sdotomorrow.Does2pmworkforyou?"

"Yeahsure,2pmistotallyfinebyme"

"Alrightthen,there'sanewrestaurantaroundmy



estateIheardtheirmealtastesgreat,maybewe

couldtryitout?"

"Yeahsure,justsendmetheaddressandI'llbe

there"

"Willdo,goodnightJane"

"GoodnightAnita"

JanehunguptofindAmakastaringather,

obviouslywaitingforanupdate.

"Wearemeetingtomorrow"

"Good"

ThenextafternoonJanedressedupandwenttothe



addressAnitahadsent.Shearrivedabitearlyso

shehadtowaitawhilebeforeAnitaarrived.

"I'msorryI'mlate,IhadtomakesureWilliamwas

wellfedbeforeleaving"Anitaapologizedasshe

tookaseatnexttoJaneonthetable.

"It'sokay,Ihaven'tbeenhereforlongmyself"

"OkayandI'malsosorryIhadtodragyouallthe

waydowntomyarea,Ican'tgotoofarjustincase

myattentionisneededathome"

"It'sfineAnita,IthinkIshouldbetheone

apologizingfordraggingyououtwhenyouare

supposedtoberesting"

"Nah,Ineededtogooutanyway,likeIsaidIhaven't

beenoutsincethedeliveryandsomefreshair



coulddomesomegood"

"Youlooknicebytheway"Janecomplimentedher,

shestillhadthepostpregnancyfatbutherbeauty

andfigureweren'tdiminishedinanyway.

"Thankyoudear,nowlet'sorderbecauseI

blackmailedmyhusbandintogivingmehisdebit

cardandhiscarforthisouting"

HerstatementmadeJanesmile,Anitamighthavea

smallframebutshewasn'tonetotoywith,ifshe

wantssomethingit'seitheryougaveittoherorbe

readytofacetrouble.

Awaitercameandtooktheirorders,Anitawanted

yamporridgewhileJaneoptedforherusualJollof

rice.



"IrememberJefferymentionedsomethingabout

youlovingJollofrice"

ThemomentJeffrey'snamewasmentioned,Jane's

facialexpressionchanged.

"I'msorry,didn'tmeantoupsetyou".Anitatried

apologizingimmediatelysherealizedhererror.

"Noit'sokay,weareheretotalkabouthimafterall"

"Jane..IcanseeyouarehurtingandsoisJeffery

andIdon'tknowwhatyouheardbutJefferytruly

lovesyou"

"ButheisengagedAnita,youdon'tdosuchathing

totheoneyoulove!"



"Wasengaged"

"Ohtheyhavebrokenup?WellgoodforthemIjust

hopeitwasn'tbecauseofme"Janescoffed.

"NoJaneyouarenotgettingthepoint,theywere

engagedbuttheylaterendedtherelationshipand

allthesehappenedevenbeforeJefferymetyou"

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?Jeffrey'sengagement

toTaniahadbebrokenoffbeforewemet?"

"YesJane"Anitasaidasshetookspoonfulofher

food.

"Idon'tunderstand,iftheyhadbrokenthingsoff,

thenwhydidshesendmethosepicturesaskingme

toleavehermanalone?Sheevenleakedthose

picturestothemedia.Whywouldshedoallthatif



theyweren'ttogetheranymore?"

"WellTaniadidn'ttakethebreakuptoowell,shewas

stillhunguponcomingbacktogetherwithJeffery,

sowhenshesawtheopportunityshegrabbedit.

AndbesidesTaniaalwayslovestobeinthe

spotlightevenifit'sforthewrongreasons"

"I'mstillconfused,whydidtheybreakupifImay

ask?"

"Shecheated"

"Seriously?"

"Yesshedid,anditwasonthenightoftheir

engagement"



"Wait,what?"

"Yeah,theybothwentonavacationintheBahamas,

thatwaswhereJefferyproposedtoherandshe

saidyes.ThatsamenightJefferyhadtomeetwith

oneofhisbusinesspartnerssoheleftheratthe

hotelandwentforhismeetingbutitwasbriefas

themanhadafamilyemergency.SoJefferycame

backearlierthanhewassupposedto,onlyforhim

towalkinonhisfiancéehavingsexintheirhotel

roomwithanotherman.Itwasn'tjustanymanbut

oneofJeffery'sbiggestbusinessrival"

"OhmyGod,youarejokingright?"

"NoI'mnot,Jefferyjustrecentlybeathimtoa

governmentcontractandhedidn'ttakeittoowell

soheusedTaniatogetbackatJeffery.Soyou

wouldunderstandhowheartbrokenJefferywas

thatnight.SohebrokethingsoffwithTaniaand

nevermentionedtheengagementtoanyone,we



onlygottofindoutwhenTaniacametoustohelp

begJefferyintotakingherback"

"OhmyGod,whathaveIdone?Ididn'tknowall

these,Ididn'tevengivehimachancetoexplain

himself,whathaveIdone!"

"Janecalmdown,it'snottoolate,youcanalways

gotalkthingsoutwithhim"

"Ineedtogoseehim,IneedtoapologizeI...I.."

"Jane,Janecalmdownpleaselet's..."

AnitawasstilltalkingwhenJanegotupandranout

oftherestaurant.

WATCHOUTFOREPISODE40
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"Janewaitwhereareyougoing?"Anitaaskedas

sheranafterJane,theywerebeginningtocatch

people'sattentionbutthatdidn'tseemtomatterto

Jane,shejustkeptrunning.

"Janepleasestoprunning,I'mreallytryinghardto

keepupwithyou"

JanefinallystoppedtofaceAnitawhowasalready

panting.

"I'msorryAnitaIdidn'tknowyouwerecomingafter

me,IreallyneedtogoseeJeffreyandapologizeto

him"



"OkayIwilltakeyoutohimthen"

"Youdon'thavetoworryyourselfAnita,besidesI'm

sureyoumighthavetogobackhomeandfeed

William"

"WilliamwasproperlyfedbeforeIleftthehouseand

Ialsohadsomebreastmilkpumpedintoabottleas

well,soit'sfineIwilljustgograbmypurseand

settlethebill"

Anitawentbackintotherestaurantandgrabbedher

purseandpaidfortheirfoodwhichtheybarely

touched.

"Alright,wearegoodtogo,mycarisparkeddown

there"shesaidpointingouttowhereshehad

parkedhercar.



Fewminuteslatertheywerealreadyontheirwayto

Jeffrey'sapartment.

"HowcouldIhavebeensoselfcentered"Jane

lamentedastheygotintotraffic.

"Janeyouneedtocalmdown"

"Noyoudon'tunderstand,Iwassoconsumedwith

myfearsandinsecuritiesthatIcouldn'tlookpast

themandletJefferyexplainthingstome,ohmy

GodI'msostupid"

"Noyouarenotstupid,youdidwhatanyoneinyour

shoeswouldhavedone"

"Atleastareasonablepersonwouldhaveallowed

Jefferyexplain,areasonablepersonwouldhave

heardhimoutbutIdidn'tdoanyofthosethings"



Janestartedsobbing,Anitawhowasfocusedon

avoidingherhusband'scarfromgettingbashedby

acrazydriverbesideher,passedJanetheboxof

tissuesonthedashboard.

"Janeyouhavetostopcrying,weallmakemistakes

sometimes,thebestthingisyouhaverealizedyour

mistakeandwillingtocorrectit"

Janedabbedhereyeswiththetissue,sometimes

shewondershowhertearglandhasn'tranoutof

tears,becausetearshasbecomeaconstantand

reoccurringfactinherlifethesedays,asamatter

offactthere'shardlyadaythatshedoesn'tcry.

WhentheyarrivedJeffrey'sapartment,theymethis

housekeeper;Marthawhotoldthemhewasn't

around.

"Hashebeengoneforlong?"Anitaasked



"Well....Idon'treallyknow"thehousekeeper

answerednotquitesureofwhattosay.

"Howdoyoumean?"Janeasked

"Wellthethingis,Mr.Jefferyhasn'tbeenhomefor

overaweeknow,hedroppedhiskeyswiththegate

manandwithamessagethatIcomecleanthe

houseasusualbutIhaven'tseenhimsincethen"

"Wellitcouldbethathecomesbackfromwork

reallylateandleaveveryearlybeforeyouarrivefor

yourcleanup?''Anitaasked.

"Ireallydon'tthinkthat'swhatishappening

becauseallthemealsIpreparedsincelastweekare

stilluntouchedinthefreezerandthehousealways

remainsinthesamestateIleaveiteachtimeI

comeback.Andhisbedisstillperfectlymade,Mr.



Jefferydoesn'tmakehisbed"

Janeknewthehousekeeperwastellingthetruth

becausethefewtimesshespentatJeffery'splace

healwayslefthisbedunmadeandwhenJane

pointeditout,hetoldherhewasbadatmaking

beds,hesawitasachore.

"Soifheisn'there,wherecouldhebestayingthen?"

Anitaasked

"Maybeheisatthepenthouse?Wewerestaying

therewhenthepaparazziwereafterme,so

probablyheisstillstayingthere?"

"Okaylet'sgotherethen"theyimmediatelyleftand

wentontheirwaytoJeffrey'spenthouse.Anhour

latertheywereathispenthouse,onlytohearthe

housekeepersaysamethingtothem.



"Youmeanhehasn'tbeenhererecently?"Anita

asked

"Hewas,butthatwasabouttwoweeksagoand

eversincethenhehasn'tcomeback"

"Alrightthankyou"Anitawalkedbacktohercarwith

adejectedJane.

"Areyousuresomethinghasn'thappenedtohim?"

JaneaskedasAnitadrovethemoutofthe

penthouse.

"NoIdon'tthinkso,hewasoveratourplacetwo

weeksagotoseeIandWilliam,besidesDelesaid

somethingaboutbeingwithhimyesterdaysoI

thinkheissafe"

"Butwhyhasn'thebeentoanyofhishouses?"



"Idon'tknowaboutthat,butJefferyhasalotof

housesinandoutofLagos,hecouldbestayingin

anyofthem,youknowwhat?Iwilljustcallhim"

"Pleasedon'tcallhim,Idon'twanthimknowingI'm

lookingforhim.I'mverysurehewouldn'twantto

seeme"

"IhavetocallhimJane,itwillsaveusthestressof

goingtoeveryhouseheownsinsearchofhim

besidesI'msurehewouldwanttoseeyou"

"NoAnita,Iwouldliketofindthatoutformyself"

"Okayfine,howaboutIcallhimandfindoutwhere

heis,Iwon'ttellhimyouarewithme?"

"Alrightthatsoundsbetter"



Anitaparkedbythesideoftheroadanddialed

Jeffery'snumber,hedidn'tpickupthefirsttimeso

shedialeditagainandthistimehepickeduponthe

secondring.

"Heylittletrouble"cameJeffery'sgrumpyvoice.

"Ihavetoldyoutostopcallingmethat,I'mamom

now"Anitachided

"Thatdoesn'tmeanyou'renolongertroublesome,it

onlymeanstroublehaschangedaname"

"Whatever,whereare?"

"Whereelse,homeofcourse"



"Ijustcheckedyourhouseandyouweren'tthere"

"Whyareyoulookingforme?Aren'tyousupposed

toberestingorsomethinglikethat?"

"Idecidedtogetoutofthehousetodayandthought

itbesttocomeseeyou"Anitasaidtryingto

convinceJefferyintobelievingher.

"HmmmmAnita,areyousureyouarenotupto

something?Ismelltrouble"

"Stopsmellingandtellmeyourlocation"

"Why?"

"BecauseIhaveafavortoaskofyouanditcan'tbe

discussedoverthephone"sheimmediately



switchedtoherpleadingtone,thatusuallyworked

withherhusband.

"Areyouokay?IsWilliamokay?whatabout

Michael?"Jefferyaskedconcerned.

"Yes,fatherandsonaredoingokayIleftthemso

theycanhavesomebondingtimetogether.Ijust

havesomethingIwouldbeneedingyoutodofor

me"

"Okay,I'mattheRoyalPalacehotelinVictoria

island"

"AlrightI'monmyway"

ThephonewasonloudspeakersoJanecouldhear

theirconversation.AnitadrovetotheRoyalPalace

hotel.Andjustastheywerearriving,Anita's



husbandcalled.

"Hibaby,what'supiseverythingokayoverthere?"

"Yeahbutwehaveasituation,hehasbeencrying

nonstopforovertenminutes,doyouthinkyoucan

backearlier?"

"AlrightIwillbeonmyway,trygivinghimhis

pacifier,I'mcomingbye"

"Wasthatyourhusband?"Janeaskedastheygot

outofthecar.

"Yes,WilliamhasbeencryingandrefusedtostopI

needtogobackhome,butIwillcallJefferyfirstand

findouthisroomnumber,okay?"



"Howaboutwejustfindoutfromthefrontdesk?"

JefferymightdecidetomeetAnitaatthehotel

lobbyandJanedidn'twanttoapologizetoJeffery

intheopen,withwhathasbeengoingon,thatdidn't

seemlikeagoodidea.

"Youhaveapoint,let'sgothen".

TheywenttothefrontdeskandaskedforJeffrey's

roomnumber,thereceptionistputacallacrossto

Jeffreyfirsttoknowifhewasexpectinganyvisitor.

"Heisexpectingyouma'am,room501,it'sonthe

5thfloor"

"Thankyou"

AnitawentwithJanetotheelevator."Thankyouso

muchAnita,Ithinkyoushouldgohometoyour



baby,Iwillbefinefromhere"

"Alrightdon'tforgettocallandletmeknowhowit

goesokay?"

"Iwill,hopefullyit'sgoeswell.That'sifJeffwould

wanttoseeme"

"Don'tsaythat,youhavetobeoptimisticokay?Now

putasmileonyourfaceandgogetyourmanback"

AnitahuggedJaneandthenleft.Janetookthelift

tothe5thfloorwhereshelocatedroom501.She

tappedsoftlyonthedoorandwaited,shecould

hearfootstepsapproachingthedoor.Shetried

takingafewdeepbreathsbeforeitswungopen.

"HeyAni..."Jeffrey'swordswerecaughtshortwhen

hesawJanestandinginfrontofhisroomdoor



insteadofAnita.

"Hey..Jeff".

"babe....ho..ware...you?"Jefferywassurprisedto

findherathisdoor,hewantednothingmorethanto

hugher.Buthedidn't.

''Iamfi..''

''noneedtoanswerthat,whatareyoudoinghere?''

"Icametotalktoyou,pleasecanIcomein?"

"Yeahsure"hesteppedoutawayfromthedoorand

openeditwiderforhertocomein.

"I....emmm"onherwayhere,sherehearsedallthe



wordsshewasgoingtosaytohimbutstandingin

frontofhimandseeingthosepainsinhiseyes,

painswhichwerecausedbyher.Shecouldn'tjust

bringherselftosayanythingtohim.

"Ho..wareyouJeff?"

"I'mfine,butI'msureyoudidn'thavemysisterinto

trickingmetogiveoutmylocationsoyoucould

comeallthewayheretoaskmehowIam"Jeffery

saidquietlyashetookaseatononeofthechairsin

theroom.

"aboutthatI'mreallysorry,IactuallymadeAnitado

thatitwasn't...."

"Sparemethedetails,whyareyouhereJane?"
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''JeffI'msorry,IcameheretosayhowtrulysorryI

am.Ishouldhavelistenedtoyouandallowedyou

toexplainbutIdidn'tandforthatI'mtrulysorry"

"Youarerightyoushouldhaveallowedmeto

explainthingstoyoubutyoudidn'tinsteadyou

chosetobelievesomeoneelse,butit'sfine"hesaid

withaverycalmvoice

Janecouldn'tunderstandhowJefferymanagedto

becalm,shewasexpectinghimtobemadather,

yellorevenkickheroutbuthedidn't,insteadhe

wasjustseatedcalmlywithoutshowinganyform

ofemotion.

"NoJeffit'snot,it'snotfine,IknowIshouldn'thave

believedwhattheblogsorVivianoranyoneelse



wassayingaboutyouandI'msorry,IspoketoAnita

andshetoldmeeverything"

"Letmegetthisstraight,soifmysisterhadn't

spokentoyou,youwouldn'tbehere?youwouldstill

bemadatmeright?"

"NoJe..ffI...umm"Janewasstutteringbecause

whatJefferysaidwastrue.IfAnitahadn'tspokento

herandexplainedthingstoher,shewouldn'tbe

hereaskingforhisforgiveness.

"That'sexactlywhatitisJane,ittookthe

interventionofsomeoneelseforyoutocometo

yoursenses,ittooktheinterventionofsomeone

elseforyoutobelieveIwastellingthetruthall

along.LikeIsaid,it'sfine"

Janewasconfused,shehasneverbeenmore

confusedinherlife,shelackedthewordstousein



beggingforJeffrey'sforgiveness.Shethoughtshe

knewhowtospeakwellbutthistime,wordsdidfail

her.

Jefferygotupfromhisseatandpouredhimselfa

drinkfromtheminibarinhishotelroom,withwhat

Janenoticed,hemusthavebeenstayinginthe

roomforquitesometime.

"Jefferypleasesaysomething,thissilenceiskilling

me"

"ThesamewayyoursilencekilledmeeverytimeI

triedtocontactyouJane,Icalledseverallybutyou

keptblockingeverynumberIcalledyouwith,Ihave

nowordsforyouJane"

"JeffpleaseI'msorry,forgiveme.WhatcanIdoto

makethingsright?TellmeanythingIwilldoit"



"Leave"cameJeffery'scalmvoiceagain.

"What?"WhenJanemeantanything,shewasn't

expectingtobeaskedtoleave.

"Youheardme,pleaseleave"

"Je..ff..".

"I'mnotsureIcandothisJane,yourunatthe

slightestchanceoftroubleandIdon'tthinkIwant

tocontinuewiththis''

''IpromisetostaycommittedJeff,Iwon'trunagain

nomatterwhat''

''IneedtothinkifIstillwanttodothis,sojustgo''



Janecouldseehewasdeeplyhurt,soshegotup

andleft.Whileshewasatthedoor,sheturnedto

lookathimonemoretime."IloveyouJeff"

"Wellit'stoolateforthatdon'tyouthink?"

"Jeffit'snotwec.."

"GohomeJane"

Janelefttheroom,andimmediatelysheshutthe

doorthewaterworksinhereyeswerereleased.She

movedawayfromthedoortocry,shedidn'twant

Jefferytohearher.Aftercryingforaminuteshe

cleanedhereyesandwentbackhome.

WATCHOUTFOREPISODE41
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EversinceJaneleft,Jefferyhasbeenpacingthe

room,refillinghisglasseveryminute,withtherate

hewasgoing,thebottleofScotchwillbefinishedin

notimeandhereallydidn'tcare,atleastthedrink

willhelptonumbhispain.Howcouldshedothisto

him,howcouldshethroweverythingtheyshared

awaybecauseofwhatsomeelsetoldher?He

thoughtwhattheysharedmeantsomethingtoher,

butclearlyitdidn't.

Eversinceshelefthim,hislifehasbeena

nightmare.Hecouldn'tgobacktohishousewithout

beingremindedofJane,everythingseemstohave

hernameandmemorieswrittenonthem.He

decidedtostayinahotelandthrowhimselfintohis

work,hopefullythatwouldhelphimtogethismind

offher.Butthatdidn'thelpeither,foranytimehe

workedlate,hekepthearingJane'svoiceinhis



head,tellinghimhewasoverworkinghimselfand

neededtotakeabreak.Hehascheckedintoover4

differenthotelsforthepasttwoweeks,because

anytimeheseessomeonethatlookslikeJanein

anyofthehotels,hechecksoutimmediately.

Hecouldn'tgobacktohisparentsplacebecause

hismotherwouldkillhimwithherbickeringonhow

heshouldgomakethingsrightwithJane.And

whenhewenttopayavisittoAnitaandthebaby,

shekeptgivinghimapitifullook,hegoesoverto

Dele'splace,themoronmakesitatopicof

discussion.Itwasasifhehadnohidingplacefrom

her,everysingleplacehewenttherewas

somethingtoremindhimofher.

Hekeptpacingtheroomandwhenhegotfrustrated,

hesmashedhisglassofdrinkonthewall.Hewould

havetopaythehotelforthedamagedonetothe

wall,buthewasgladtoventhisangeron

somethingelse.



Justthenhisphonerang,hissisterEricawas

calling.

"Heysis,goodevening"

"Actuallyit'smorningoverhere"

"Ohsorrymybad,totallyforgotaboutthetime

difference,goodmorningthen"

"Goodmorning,howhaveyoubeen?"

"I'mdoingokay,andhowisJapan?"

"Japanisgood,howarethingswithyouandJane?"



"Howdoyoumean?Thingsarestillthewaythey

are"

"Oh,okaybutAnitacalledtotellmeJanewas

comingovertoseeyou,soIfiguredyoubothmust

haveworkedthingsout"

"Soyouareinonthistoo?Whateverhappenedto

notinterferingandmindingyourbusiness?"

"YouaremybrotherJefferysothatautomatically

makesyoumybusiness".

"I'magrownmanErica,Idon'tneedyouorAnita

interferinginmybusinessallinthenameoftrying

tohelp,ifIneededyourhelpIwouldhaveaskedfor

it".

"Ohreally?Weren'tyoutheonewhoboughtmy



flighttickettoJapansoIcancomeworkthingsout

withmyhusband?"

"Howisthatgoing?"JefferyhadconvincedEricato

govisitherhusbandwhowasonathreemonth

businesstriptoJapan.Desmondtraveledalotand

wasbarelyhome.Thiswasbeginningtoaffecttheir

marriage.SoJefferyhadadvisedhertogovisithim

andspendsometimewithhim.

"It'sgoingwell,verywellactuallyandyouknow

what?"

"What?"

"Comingherewasoneofthebestdecisionsofmy

lifeandIhaveyoutothankforitJeffery.Youdid

whatyoudidevenwhenIdidn'taskyouto"



"Soareyoutryingtopaymebackbyinterferingin

myaffair?Becauseifthat'swhatyouaredoing,

therewillbenoneedforthatsoIsuggestyouback

off".

"NoI'mdoingitbecausethat'swhatfamilydo,we

stickupforeachother.Nowwhetheryoulikeitor

notweareinthistogetherokay?"

"Honestlysis,youandAnitashouldjustforget

aboutthiswholething.Ifyouarebotheredabout

whatisgoingtohappentome,Iwillbefinesoyou

don'thavetoworry"

"Jefferyyouneedtogetherback,youareobviously

miserablewithouther"

"Idon'tthinkIwanttosis,I'mdrainedfromallthe

drama,Ijustwantpeace".



"Don'ttalklikethatJeffery,youaregoingtogether

back"

"WhyareyouallsoconcernedaboutJaneanyway,

it'snotlikeshe'sthefirstgirlI'mdating,Ithinkyou

guysneedtochillout".

"It'sbecausesheisthefirstgirlwehaveeverseen

youwiththatmakesyouhappy.Youalwayshad

thissparkleinyoureyeswheneveryoutalkedabout

herandwhenyouwerewithheryouwerehappy.

Youweren'teventhishappywithTania.Jefferyyou

hadsomethingbeautifulwithJanepleasedon't

throwitawaybecauseofpride"

"WellIthankGodforthebeautifulexperience,but

it'sallinthepastnowIhavetomoveonwithmy

life".

"Areyoutryingtoconvinceyourselforme?because



fromwhatIhearyouaredefinitelytryingto

convinceyourselfintobelievingwhatyoujustsaid"

"I'mnottryingtoconvincemyselforanyoneelsefor

thatmatter,I'mjuststatingtheobvious,whatever

JaneandIhadwasbeautifulbutit'sinthepastnow

andwebothneedtomoveonwithourlives".

"Theonlyobviousthinghereisthatyoustilllove

thatgirl,ifnotwhyhaveyounotgonebacktoyour

apartmenteversince?"

"Anitatoldyouthattoo?Ireallyneedtotalktoher

aboutmindingherbusiness".

"LeaveAnitaoutofthis,weallknewyouweren't

abletogetyourselftostayinanyoftheapartments

yousharedwithher,thatgirlhasgottendeepinto

yourheartmorethanyouwouldwanttoadmit.

Don'tletsomethingthisbeautifulgobecauseof



somestupidmistake,weallmakemistakesbutthat

doesn'tmeanweshouldbecrucifiedforthem.Go

getyourwomanbackJeffery"

AfterJefferyendedthecallwithhissister,hecalled

BlackthebodyguardheputinchargeofJane.

"Hopeyouarefollowinghereverywhereshegoes?"

"Yessir,sheisonherwayhomenow,I'mright

behindhercabsir"

"Goodandwhennextyousensesheiscomingto

seeme,alwaysgivemeheadsupfirstokay?"

"Notedsir"

Jefferymightbeangryatherbutthelastthinghe



wantedwasforanythingtohurtorharmher.They

willcontinuetoguardherandherfrienduntilMr.

Okafor'ssonhasbeenfoundandtakencareoff.

Thenhismindwouldbeatpeace.

Hedecidedtodowhathewassupposedtohave

doneayearago,hecalledTania.

"Hellodarling,Iwasbeginningtothinkyouweren't

goingtocall"

"HelloTania"

"Youstillhavethatsexyvoicethatmakesmeweak

inthekneesbaby"

"I'mgladIstillhavethateffectonyou,canwesee?

Weneedtotalk"



"Ofcoursesure,youdon'tknowhowmuchIhave

beendyingtohearyousaythat,whenwouldyou

likeustomeet?"

"HowlongwillittakeyoutomeetmeattheRoyal

Palacehotel?"

''anhourthirtyminutesbaby''

''good,meetmeatroom501''

"OhmyJefferythat'swhatIloveaboutyou,everso

proactive,I'monmyway"

"Good,I'mexpectingyouthen.AndTania?"

"Yesdarling?"



"Comealone,nocamerasnostunts.Youknowhow

muchIhatethose?"

"Ofcourse,I'mjustgoingtobringmysexyselfand

nothingelse"

"That'smorelikeit"

Jefferyendedthecallanddecidedtogodownto

thehotel'sbarbingsalonandhaveahaircut

alongsidewithhisbeardtrimmed.Hewasdone

lookinglikeacaveman.

Whenhegotback,hetookashowerandorderedfor

foodtobebroughttohisroom.Anddidsomething

hehasn'tbeendoinglately;heate.

Hisplateshasjustbeenclearedoutbytheroom

servicewhenheheardaknockonthedoor,he



openedittofindTaniastandingthereinasee

throughdresswhichbarelycoveredherbuttocks,

Jefferywonderedhowshewasabletoleaveher

houselookinglikethat.Whentheyweredatingin

thepast,herbodyusuallypulledhimlikeamagnet,

butseeingherstandinfronthimlookingso

seductive,hefeltnothingforherbutpity.

"Hellothere,Jeffery"shegreetedwithaverysexy

voice.

"HiTania,pleasecomein"Heopenedthedoor

widersoshecouldgoin.

"SogoodtoseeyouagainJeffery,Ineverthought

thisdaywouldcomebutherewearebabyback

together"shesmiled.
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Taniatriedgettingcloser,butJefferysteppedback

toputadistancebetweenthem.

"HaveaseatTania"hetookaseathimselfonthe

singlecouchintheroomwhileTaniasatonthe

doublecouchoppositehim.

"JeffreyIknowIhavehurtyouandI'msorry,baby

that'sallinthepastnowthegoodthingisthatwe

stillhavefeelingsforeachotherandthat'sallthat

matters"

"YouareveryfunnyTania,Iknewyouwereself

absorbedbutnottothisextent"

"WhatareyoutalkingaboutJeffery?"Taniaasked

withahintofhurt.

"WhatI'mtalkingaboutisyoucomingheredressed



likeaslothhopingforustogetbacktogether,have

younoshame?Atleastsomesenseofdecency?"

"JefferyIhopeyoudidn'tcallmeheretohaveme

insulted?"Taniaaskedangrily

"Icalledyouheretoaskyouwhy?Whydidyougo

tothemediatellingthemwearebothengaged

whenyouandIknowthat'salie?"

"Speakforyourself,becauseasfarasI'm

concerned,wearestillengagedafterallIstillhave

ourengagementring"sheflashedthefingerbearing

theringathim.

"Evenafterwhatyoudid?Youstillexpectmetostay

engagedtoyou?"

"JefferyIsaidIwassorry,whatelsedoyouwant



metosay?Itoldyouwhathappenedinthe

Bahamaswasamistake,can'twejustmovepastit

andmoveonwithourlives?letbygonebebygone"

"Really?Movepastityousay?Movepastme

comingbacktofindmyfiancéewhomIjust

engagedfewhoursagoinbedwithanotherman?

Notjustanymanmybusinessrival?"

"Youseethatrightthereistheproblemwithyou

Jeffery,youarepissedbecauseJacobwasyour

businessrival,ItoldyouI'msorryIdidn'tevenknow

youbothkneweachother,itwasjustamerefling,

nofeelingsattached.It'syouIwantJeffery,it'syou

Iyearnfor"shetriedstandingupfromherseatbut

Jefferyraisedhishandtostopher.

"SitdownTania"

"JefferyI.."



"Shutupplease,Ican'tbelieveIalmostmadethe

mistakeofmarryingyou.HowIcomeIneverknew

youwerethisself-centered?Listeningtoyouspeak

justmademerealizehowgratefulIshouldbeto

Godforsavingmefrommakingthebiggestmistake

ofmylife"

"JefferyIwon'tal...."

"ShutupTaniaanddon'tspeakuntilIaskyouto"

Taniaimmediatelystoppedtalking,sheknowing

whoJefferywas,andthathewasn'tjokingwhenhe

askedhertokeepquiet.

"NowIhavesomequestionsforyouandIsuggest

youtellmethetruthforyourowngood.Nowtellme

whyyouwenttothemediawithfalseclaimsofus

stillbeingengaged,whoputyouuptoit?"



"WhatareyoutalkingaboutJeffery?IdidwhatIdid

becauseIloveyouandIknowyoulovemetooeven

ifyouwon'tadmitit"

"TaniadoIlooklikeI'mheretojoke?Doesthislook

likeafuckingjoketoyou?I'mjustasecondaway

fromkillingsomeoneandIjustsuggestyouhad

bettergettalkingifyoudon'twanttobethat

person!"

JefferywasfumingwithangerandifTaniawasa

guy,hewouldhavepummeledhisbodywith

punches.HestoodupandpacedtheroomasTania

satonthecouchshakingwithfear.Allthroughthe

periodtheydatedneverhassheseenhimthis

angry,notevenwhenshecheated.Shestarted

regrettingherdecisionofcominghereinthefirst

place.Whenhecalled,shethoughthewasgoingto

askforthemtogetbacktogether.



"Yousee,Icalledtheuniversityyouclaimedtohave

gottenyourmaster'sfrom,andguesswhat?they

saidyouwereexpelledformisconduct"

"How...doyoukn...owthat?Youhavenoproof"

Taniasaidasfearwasclearlywrittenonherface.

"OhmydearTania,youseemtohaveforgottenI

havemywayswiththesethings,remember?AndI

haveyourexpulsionlettersittinginmyemail

waitingtobesenttoyourparentswhomI'mvery

suretheywouldliketoknowwhattheirdaughter

whomtheyspentmoneytosendtotheUKforher

master'swasdoingallthesemonthswheninthe

realsense,shehasbeenexpelled"

"Noyoucan'tdothat,JefferypleaseIbegyou.My

parentswoulddisownme.Afterourbreakup,

gettingmymastersandsecuringajobwastheonly

chanceIhadofgettingbackwithmyparents.

Pleasedon'ttellthemIwasexpelled,Ibegyou



don't"

"Iwon't,ifyoutellmewhoputyouuptothis?

BecauseI'mverysureyoudidn'tjustwaltzback

intothecountrysoyoucandestroyIandJane's

relationship.SoTaniatellmewhoputyouupto

this?"

"I..Ican'ttellyouJeffery,I'mnotsupposedtotell

you"

"Wellyouleavemenochoicethen,let'sseewhat

yourfatherwouldsayaboutthisemail"Jefferytook

outhisphonefromhispocketashespokeand

startedtypingonitwhenTaniaquicklyrushedto

hisside.

"Jefferypleasedon'tsendit,okayfine,fineIwilltell

you"



"Nowwearespeakingsamelanguage,sogoonI'm

listening"hesatdownandmotionedforhertodo

same.

"Butyoufirstneedtopromisemethatyouwon't

sendthatemailtomyfather?"

"Taniayouaretryingmypatience,areyougoingto

speakornot?"

"Okayfine,itwasVivianOtunbawhotoldmetodo

it"Taniasaidwithsomuchguilt.

"What?VivianasinJane'sboss?Vivianaskedyou

togotothemediaaboutourengagement?Idon't

getthis,whywouldshedothat?Whatdoesshe

standtogain?"

"WellIdon'tknow,shecalledmetotellmeabout



howsomeonewastakingwhatwassupposedtobe

mineandthatIshouldcomebackandtakeback

whatwasrightfullymine,atfirstIdeclinedbutthen

sheofferedmemoney"

"Holdon,Vivianofferedyoumoneyjustsoyou

couldlieaboutstillbeingengagedtome?

Interesting,goonI'mlistening"

"Wellafteryoubrokeoffourengagement,my

parentsgottoknowaboutitandtheyalsogotto

knowthereason,Idon'tknowwhotoldthembut

theyknewIcheatedonyouandtheyneverforgave

meforit.Sotheyfrozeallmyaccountssaveforone

whichtheyusuallysendameagerlyamountinto,

Jefferytheyslashedmymonthlyallowance,I

becamebroke,Iamstillbroke.YouandIknowIam

notcutoutforthatkindoflife,sowhenViviancame

withtheofferIhadtojumpatit''.

"Howmuchdidsheofferyou?"



"Twomillionnaira"

WATCHOUTFOREPISODE42

#WHEN_LOVE_JUST_HAPPENS

EPISODE42

"Viviangaveyoutwomillionnairajustsoyoucan

tellthemediawewereengaged?Whywouldshedo

somethinglikethat?Idon'tgetit.Wait,justhow

brokeareyou?"

"It'snoteasyoutthereandwithoutmyparents'full

support,thingshaven'tbeensameforme,andI

don'tknowwhyVivianaskedmetodoit,itsounded

likeagoodideatome"



"Itsoundedlikeagoodidea?Someonecontacts

yououtoftheblueaskingyoutogotothemedia

andclaimyouarestillengagedtosomeonewhich

youarenolongerwith.Andyoudidn'tthinkitwise

toaskwhysheaskedyoutodoit?Taniacanyou

hearyourselfatall?"

"Iwasbroke,whatwasIsupposedtodo?"

"Getajob,youweresupposedtogetadamnjob.

That'swhatnormalpeopledotoearnalivingfor

themselves"

"Ihaveneverbeentheworkingtypeandyouknowit

Jeffery.Askingmetogogetajobisjustinsulting"

"YoumakemesickTania,I'mgladIneverendedup

marryingyou,thatwouldhavebeenmyworst

mistake.Pleasejustgo"



"Jefferyareyoukickingmeout?"Taniaaskedin

disbelief.

"Youshouldbeluckyit'snotthesecuritythrowing

youout,nowleavebeforeIchangedmymindand

askthemtothrowyouout"

"Okay"Taniastoodup"willleaveyoubutatleast

keeptoyourownpartofyourbargainandnottell

myparentsaboutmyexpulsion?"

"GetoutTania,now!"

"Okay,okayI'mleavingalreadynoneedtobitemy

headoff"

AfterTanialeft,Jefferywasfumingwithrage,he

couldn'tbelieveVivianwouldstoopsolowastodo

somethinglikethis.Heheldthatwomaninhigh



esteem.Thatwaswhyheallowedhercompany

handlealmostalltheinteriordecorationsforthe

homesheacquiredforhisrealestatebusiness.

Theyhavebothknowneachotherforover5years

andheneverknewhertobecapableofsomething

ofthismagnitude.

Jefferyknewheneededtotakeouthisangeron

somethingorelsehewasgoingtogocrazy.Sohe

worehisgymclothesanddecidedtogotothe

hotel'sgym.Thepunchingbagwouldbeusefulto

himrightnow.

BythetimeJefferywasdoneexercising,itwas

already12midnight.Hewasstillangrybuttoo

exhaustedfromtakingitoutonthepunchingbag.

Heshowered,putonsomefreshclothesandsat

downtothinkofwhathewasgoingtodoabout

Vivian.Herhusbandwasrunningforthe

gubernatorialpositionintheupcomingelectionsin

LagosStateandifhisopponentsgottoknow



somethinglikethis,itcouldruinhisgoodchances

withthepeople.Noonewantsamanipulativefirst

lady.

Jefferydecidedhewasgoingtopayheravisitand

confronther.Hedecidedtogetsomerestandfor

thefirsttimeinalongwhilehewasabletosleep

withouthavingtowakeupatintervals.Hehasbeen

battlingwithinsomniasinceJanebrokethingsoff

withhim.

Firstthingthenextmorning,Jefferyputacall

acrosstoVivianandbookedameetingwithherby

2pmatTheRoyalPalacerestaurant.

Before2pm,Jefferywasalreadyseatedatacorner

oftherestaurantwaitingpatientlyforVivianto

arrive.Shedidn'tarriveuntiltwentyminuteslater.

"HelloJeffery,sorryI'mabitlate,didn'tclosefrom



churchontimeit'sasifmypastorknewIhad

somewheretobeandrefusedtoendthesermon"

shetookaseatoppositeJeffery.

"It'sfine,Ihaven'tbeenherefortoolonganyway.

Youlooknicebytheway"

"Ohyouthinkso?WellyouknowIneedtolookgood

fortheglamwithmyhusbandrunningforthe

gubernatorialpositionandall"

"YeahIcanunderstand,youalwayshavetoputup

appearancesevenifyoudon'tfeellikeit"

"Youareverycorrect,yourfatherwasonceadeputy

governorsoyoushouldknowthis"

"Yes,hewas"



"Enoughaboutme,I'msureyoudidn'tcallforthis

meetingonlytohavemeblababoutmyhusband's

elections"Vivianlaughedasshetookasipofwater,

awaiterhadofferedherwhenshearrivedthetable.

"ActuallyIdid,Iwouldliketoknowhowarethe

campaignsgoing?"

"Ohreally?Areyouserious?Thatwouldbesonice,

withyourpositioninthesocietyhavingyour

supportisgoingtogoalongway.Myhusband

wouldbesoexcitedtohearthis"Viviansaidasshe

grinnedfromeartoear.

"Yeahandalsoremembertotellhimaboutyour

littlemanipulativegame"

"What?Whatgameareyoutalkingabout?"



"OhcomeonVivian,noneedforpretensesI'mvery

sureyouknowwhatI'mtalkingabout"

"NoIdon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingaboutJeffery,

Pleasedotell?"

"Ohsonowyouhavesuddenlyforgotten?"

"Jefferypleasetellmewhatyouaretalkingabout,

becauseIdon'tunderstand"

"Howaboutyoustartbyexplainingtomewhyyou

askedmyextogopublicwithourengagementeven

thoughshetoldyouwewerenolongertogether?"

TheregisteredshockonVivian'sfacegaveher

away,Jefferyknewimmediatelythatsheactually

shedidit.



"Um....mm....Whatareyou..talkingabout?"She

wasstuttering,gonewastheconfidentVivianwho

waspridinginherhusband'sgubernatorialonlya

whileago.

"Don'teventhinkaboutdenyingitbecauseIhave

Tania'sconfessionrecorded.

"Thatsnitch"Viviansaidangrily

"YeahIwouldagreewithyouonthat,youchosethe

wrongpersontodoyourdirtyjobforyou.Soyou

hadbetterstarttalkingVivian,becauseTania

alreadysoldyouout.Unlessofcourseyouwantme

togotoyourhusbandwiththerecordingofTania's

confession?"

"Nopleasedon't,IcanexplainI..emm...thethingis

Iwanted.."Viviancouldn'tgetherselftotellJeffery

whyshedidwhatshedid,sheneverthoughtaday



likethiswouldcomebecauseaccordingtoher

plansTaniawasn'tsupposedtotellJefferyabout

theirplans.

"GoonVivian,Idon'thaveallday"

"I'msorryJeffery,Ididn'tmeantocauseyouharm

oranythingIwasjusttryingtohelpyouand.."

"Waitaminute"Jefferyraisedhishandtostopher

"didyoujustsayyouweretryingtohelpme?How

please?Howexactlywereyoutryingtohelpme?"

Vivianwassilent,shewasshakingfromfearbut

Jefferywasn'tgoingtogoeasyonher,ifshehas

thenervetopullastuntlikethatthensheshouldas

wellhavethenervetofacetheconsequences.

"GoonI'mlistening"



"I..wastryingtosaveyoufrommakingAmistake

bydatingJane,shedoesn'tdeservetobewith

someonelikeyou,shedoesn'tbelonginyourclass,

youdeservesomeonebetterJeffery.Someonefrom

sameclassasyourself"

"Andwhoisthisperson?IfImayask?"

"Katherine"Viviansaidsmiling

"What?Whoisthat?"

"WellyouknowKatherine,thebeautifulgirlwho

broughtthefinaldocumentsofourcontractforyou

tosign,whenyouinsistedonhavingJanebring

themtoyouinstead?"

"What?Thatgirl?Youwantmetodatethatgirl?



Waitwhatisyourinterestinallofthese?Issheyour

daughter?"

"Nomyniece".

"Hahahahahahayoumustbejoking,sobecause

youwantmetodateyourniece,youdecidedto

sabotagemyrelationshipwithJane?Youoffered

someonetogotothemediaandlieaboutme

becauseofyourselfishreasons?"

"Jefferyit'snotlike..."

"Waitdidn'titeveroccurrtoyouthatIwasgoingto

findout?OrwereyouthinkingIwouldjustbreak

thingsoffwithJaneandthencomemarryyour

niece?Becauseifwehadgonewithyourplansthen

thatwouldstillwouldn'tbepossible"



ThetruthwasthatVivianwasplanningonpaying

Taniamoremoneysoshecouldcomepublicly

againandbreakupherengagementwithJeffery.

ThenshewouldsethimupwithKatherineandthey

wouldeventuallystartdating.Butwhatshefailedto

thinkaboutwaswhatshewoulddowhenJeffery

getstohearaboutit,shefailedtofactorinthefact

thathewouldreactasitwashisnamethatwas

beingdraggedaboutbythemedia.

ItwasrightthenVivianknewherwellconceived

plansweren'tsowillconceivedafterall.Shewanted

JefferytodatehernieceKatherineforherown

selfishreasons.Havingsomeoneasinfluentialas

Jefferyinthefamilymeantalot,firstitwillmake

herbecomingafirstladymucheasierbecauseas

hewouldpullhisweightbehindthemandtheywill

havemorepeoplesupportingherhusband.Andher

companywouldgainexposureandeventuallythey

couldexpand.



"JefferyI'mtrulysorry"Vivianpleaded.

"Viviandoyouknowwhatyouhavecostme?Do

youknowwhatIhavebeenthroughbecauseof

yourselfishact?Andyousittheretotellmeyouare

sorry?"

"WhatcanIdotomakethingsright?"

"HowaboutyoustartbyapologizingtoJane?"

"AlrightJefferyIwillapologizetoJane,butplease

don'ttellmyhusband,hemustn'thearaboutthis

please"Vivianpleaded.

"Whoistalkingabouttellingyourhusband?I'm

actuallythinkingofwhatyouropposingpartywill

do,oncetheycaughtwindofthis"



"No,nopleasedon'tdothatIbegyou,Iknowyou

areagoodmanJeffery"

"nowlisten,I'mgoingtosaythisjustonce,youare

goingtoapologizetoJaneforthepainyouhave

causedher,andyouwouldstopmakingwork

unbearableforher,Iknowyouhavebeendoingthat

latelybutitmuststopsimmediately!"

"Yesyes...IwillbenicertoherIpromise"Vivian

wasnoddingrapidlyasshespoke,whowouldhave

everthoughtthatthefearlessViviancouldbethis

scared?

"AndifIhearthatyouhavebeenuptoanything

fishyortryingtosabotagemyrelationshipwith

Jane,thenbesuretokissyourdreamsofever

becomingafirstladygoodbye,I'msureyou

wouldn'twanttomesswithme"



"I...I...understand,Iwouldnevertryitagain"

JefferystoodupandleftashakyVivianatthetable.

NowthathehasdealtwithVivianandTania,there

wasjustonemorethingheneededtodo,andthat

wastogetbackhiswoman.Thispastweeks

withoutherinhislifehasbeentraumaticforhim

andhewasdonetorturinghimselforher.Theyboth

mademistakesanditwashightimetheycorrected

itandmovedon.
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Hecheckedoutofthehotelanddecidedtogoback

tohisapartment.Hewassurprisedtogetthereand

findhismotherinhissittingroom.



"Mum?"

"It'sabouttime,Iwasbeginningtothinkyouweren't

comingback"shewassippingonsomejuice.

"Goodafternoonma,whatareyoudoinghere?"

"Icametoseemysonofcourse,yourgatemantold

meyouweren'thome,soIdecidedtowaitalittle

andseeifyouweregoingtocomeback"

"MumwhatifIhadn'treturned,howlongwouldyou

havewaited?"

"WhatwasIsupposedtodo?Youweren'ttakingmy

calls,yougotmeworried.YoursistersandDele

keeptellingmethatyouareokay,butthatwasn't

enoughIneededtoseeformyself"



"Mum,I'mfineyouneednotworryyourself"

"Thenwhyweren'tyoutakingmycalls?Orwillyou

say,youhaven'tbeengettinganyofmycalls?"

"Mumthat'sbecauseyouwon'tgivemeabreathing

spaceregardingmyrelationshipwithJane,it's

eitheryouareaskingmeaboutwhenwearegetting

backtogetherorwhenarewegettingmarried.It

wasbecomingtoomuchandIneededtoclearmy

head"

"Comesitdown"hismotherpattedthespaceonthe

couchshewassittingon.Jefferyobligedandsat

down.

"Iwasonlydoingwhatamotherwouldhavedone,

youweregoingthroughalotandIwantedtohelp"



"Iknowmum,butyouneedtounderstandthat,I

neededtofigurethisoutmyself"

"It'sfineIunderstand,sohaveyoufigureditout

yet?"sheaskedexpectantly.

"I'mstillworkingonit,onceI'mdonefiguringitout,

youwillknow"

"Okayobutwhateveritisyoufigureout,Jane

shouldbeinitIdon't.."

"MumItoldyouIwillletyouknowwhatIwanttodo

onceIhavedecided"

"Wearestillsayingthesamethingnow,justmake

Janetheroundfigureofwhateveryoufigureout

thatisallI'msaying.Meanwhileyoulooklikeyou



havebeenstarving.Haven'tyoubeeneatingwell?"

"Mum,I'mokayandI'meatingwell"

"Whathaveyoueatentoday?"

Jefferyactuallyhasn'teatenanythingfortheday,

hewastoopreoccupiedwithmeetingwithVivianto

rememberfood.

"MumI'mnotababynow,bythewaydon'tyouhave

togohelpAnitabathherbabyorsomething?"

"Areyouchasingmeoutofyourhouse?"

"Nomum,I'mjustsayingAnitamightbeneeding

yourhelpmorethanIdorightnow"



"I'mgoingovertherefromhere,andwhenareyou

goingtomarrysoIcancomebathyourchildren

too?"

"Mumpleasenotnow"

"OkayoI'mleaving,andjustknowthattimeisgoing

andJaneisabeautifulgirl,themoretimeyouwaste

thelesseryourchanceswithher"

***************************

Thenextmorningattheoffice,Janecouldperceive

Vivian'schangedattitudetowardsher.Shewas

nicertoher,askingheraboutherweekendandher

health.Janehadtolookaroundtomakesureshe

wasintherightoffice.

Shehasn'theardfromJefferysinceaftershewent

overtothehoteltoapologizetohim.Hehasn'tbeen

takinghercallsorreplyingtohermessages.He



onlysentamessageaftershehadsenthimover10

sms:Icanseethatyouhavetodecidedtounblock

mynumbers,howconvenient.

Janerepliedtellinghimhowsorryshewasbuthe

didn'treplyanyofthem.

Shewentbacktothehotelthenextdayaftershe

closedfromchurchbutwastoldthathehad

checkedout.Shedecidedtogoovertohishouse

butwastoldbythegatemanthathewasn'thome

yet.ShewentovertoAnita'splacebuthewasn't

thereeither.Shewenttohispenthouseneitherwas

hethere.Andbeforesheknewit,thedaywas

gettingdarkandshehasn'tfoundJeffery.Sheknew

hewastryingtopayherbackforhowshetreated

him.

Shewasatthebusstopwaitingtotakeabusback

toherapartmentwhenshenoticedaparticularcar

thathasbeenfollowingheraroundallday.she



knewitwasoneofthebodyguardsJefferysentto

protecthersoshewalkeduptothecar.

"HellotherecanItalktoyou?"Shesaidknockingon

thewindowofthecar

"Helloma'am,youneedhelpwithsomething?"

"Let'sskipthepretenses,IknowJeffsentyouto

watchme,pleasecouldyouhelpmetellhimI'm

verysorry?I'msureyouknowIhaveroamingthe

streetsofLagoslookingforhim,becauseIseeyou

followingmearound.TellJeffI'msor...ry"Janewas

alreadysobbingoutoffrustration.

Thestrangelookingguywhowasconfusedfrom

heroutburst,hadpityonherandpassedhera

tissueandwhenshehadwipedhertears,hesaid;

"I'msureMr.Jefferyknowshowsorryyouare,do

youmindifItakeyoubacktoyourapartment?"



"Iguessthatmakessense,sinceyouwillbe

followingmebackthereanyway"

"JanecanIseeyouinmyofficeplease?"Vivian

saidtoJaneovertheintercom.Janequicklygotup

andwentintoVivian'soffice.

"Vivianyoucalledme?"

"Yespleasehaveaseat"Janepulledoutachairand

satdown.

"JaneIcalledyouherebecauseIreallywantedto

apologizeforhowIhavetreatedyoulately,Ihaven't

beenprofessionalaboutcarryingoutmydutiesas

yourbossandIamtrulysorryforthat.Ihopeyou

canforgiveme"



Janewasdumbfounded,shecouldn'tbelieveher

ears,wasViviantrulyapologizingtoherorshejust

heardwrongly?

"JanedidyouhearwhatIsaid?"

"Yes..yes...I'msorrywhatwasityousaidagain?"

"IsaidI'msorryandwouldwantthingstogoback

tohowtheywerebetweenus?"

Soshewasreallyapologizing,Janewasn'thearing

wrongly.

"Emmm....YeahsureandI'msorrytooifIhave

wrongedyouanywayandI.."Janeknewshewas

blabbing



"It'sfine,doesthatmeanIamforgiven?"

"Yes"

"Goodthen,thankyou"

JaneleftVivian'sofficewonderingwhatwasgoing

on,shewasn'tseatedforlongwhenKatherinecame

toher.

"Janewhat'sup?"

"HeyKatherine"Janedidn'tlookupfromwhatshe

wasdoing,ifKatherinecamelookingfortrouble,

shehadnonetogive.

"JanepleasecanIspeaktoyouforaminute?"



"I'msorryKatherinebutI'mbusy,Idon'thavetime

f.."

"I'msorry"cameKatherine'ssmallvoice

"Excusemewhatdidyoujustsay?"

"JaneI'msorry,forthewayIhavebeentreatingyou

eversinceyourrelationshipwithJefferywentpublic.

Iwasjustjealousofyouandthatwaswrongofme,

Iapologize"

"Katherinewhyareyousuddenlyapologizingtome,

Idon'tgetit?"

"BecauseIhaverealizedmymistakesandIwantto

makethingsright,canwebefriends?"



"Well...Iwouldhavetothinkaboutthefriendship

part,butyouareforgiven"

"OhthankGod,thankyou"Katherinesaidwithso

muchrelief.

Janewhocouldn'tkeephersurprisetoherself

decidedtogoovertoAmaka'sofficeandtellher.

"VivianandKatherineapologizedtoyou,areyou

sure?"Amakaaskedclearlysurprisedfromwhat

Janejusttoldher.

"I'mshockedasyoutoo"

"Waitdoyouthinkyoutheworldiscomingtoan

end?"



"Amaka!"

"Yesnow,becausehowcanyouexplainthata

wholeViviancalledyouintoherofficeand

apologizedorthatheifercalledKatherine

apologizingtoyou?I'msuretheirpastormusthave

toldthemtogorighttheirwrongsbecausethe

worldiscomingtoanend.Waithowcomeout

pastordidn'ttellusinchurchyesterday?Ordoesn't

hehearfromGodanymore?"Amaka'sreaction

madeJanelaugh.

"Amakastopalreadyo,I'mgoingbacktomyoffice

beforeyoukillmewithlaughter"

"Justbecarefulwiththosepeople,thereisnotelling

withthem"Amakawarned.

Janewentbacktoherofficetofindarosefloweron

herdeskwithanote,shelookedaroundifshecould



seewhodroppedittherebuttherewasnoone

around.Shepickeduptheflowerandsmeltitand

thenopenedthenotetoseewhatwaswritteninit.

''Myfeelingsforyouarereal,nomatterhowhardI

try,thereisneveradaythatgoesbythatIdon't

thinkofyoumylove.Abeautifulrose,totheoneI

love.PleasemeetmeatIvoryGardensby7pm''

Janedidn'tneedasoothsayertotellherwhothe

notewasfrom,shecouldrecognizethehandwriting,

ItwasJeffrey's.Todaymustbeadayfullof

surprisesafterall.

By3pm,ViviancameoutofherofficeandtoldJane

shecouldtaketherestofthedayoff,Janecouldn't

understandwhatwasgoingon,becauseshedidn't

asktogetanearlycloseandbesidesthelasttime

shedid,sheendedupbeingsuspended.



"I'msorrybutIdidn'taskforthedayoff"Janesaid

"It'sfine,Iwantyoutotaketherestofthedayoff

I'msureyouhaveotherthingsplannedoutsogodo

yourthing,okay?"Viviansaidkindly.

"NoVivian,Idon'thaveanythingplannedout

actually"

"GohomeJane"Vivianturnedandwalkedbackto

heroffice"andthat'sanorder,Idon'twanttosee

youwhenIcomeout"

Janewasconfused,firstVivianapologizestoher,

thenKatherinecomesanddoessamethingnow

sheisaskinghertoleaveworkandgohome,what

washappening?Shetookherbaganddecidedto

gohome,shecouldusesomerestafterallthat

happenedovertheweekend,besidesshewouldbe

meetingwithJefferylaterintheevening.Shehas



beenpreparingherapologyspeech,hopefully

Jefferyhearsherout.

Onherwayout,sheenteredAmaka'sofficeandtold

hershewasleaving.

"Comeareyounotsuretheworldisreallycomingto

anend?Letmequicklyconfessmysinsbeforeit

ends.Doyourememberthatyourblacktopyou

werelookingforthattime?Itookitandthatyour

hairclipyoulovesomuch,Imisplacedit,please

forgiveme"

"Amaka!Yousworeyoudidn'tseethattop,whereis

itnow?"

"I'msorry,IworeittoAndrew'splaceandforgotit

there,don'teventhinkofaskingmetogoandgetit

becauseyouknowwehavebrokenup.Andyouhad

betterforgivemeifyoudon'twanttogotohell



yourself"

"Idon'tknowwhattodowithyouAmaka,bythe

wayyouarepayingforthehairclip"

"NoIthinkyoumeantyoudon'tknowwhatyou

woulddowithoutme"

"Whatever,didItellyouJefferysentmeflowers

andanoteaskingforustomeet?"

"Ahhh.....Areyouserious?"Amakascreamedoutof

excitement.

"Shh...Haveyouforgottenwearestillintheoffice?"

"Norvexabegshowmethenote"



JanetookoutthenoteandgaveittoAmaka,who

keptgrinningasshereadit."Aww..thisissolovely,

thingsarefinallygoingtoworkoutbetweenyou

two"

"IreallyhopesoAmaka,becauseIdon'tthinkIcan

bearnothavinghiminmylife"

"Lookatthisone,wereyounottheoneforming

stronggirl?"

"That'syourproblem,Ineedtogolookfor

somethingtoputon"

"Areyougettingsomethingnew?"

"Idon'tknow,IthinkIwillstopbytheboutiqueclose

tothehouseandseeifIcangetsomethingtowear"



"Okay,Ithinkthat'sagoodidea,pleasesendme

picturesofanydressyouwanttobuybeforepaying

forit,Idon'twantyoubuyingrubbish,Iknowhow

youcanbesometimes"

"Iwouldhaverespondedtothat,butIhaveadateto

preparefor.Sobye"

"Nayousabi,Shasendmepicturesbeforebuying

anydress"

WhenJanegotoutside,shefoundSolomon

Jeffrey'sdriverstandingbesideoneofhiscars.

"Mr.Solomon,whatareyoudoinghere?"Sheasked

surprised.

"Goodafternoonma'am,Ihavebeenaskedtopick

youup"



"Jeffaskedyoutocomepickmeup?"

"Yesma'am"

JanegotintothecarwonderinghowJefferyknew

shewouldbeleavingtheofficeatthathour,except

hecalledViviantogivehertherestofthedayoff?

Janewouldhavebeenangrybutatthismomentthe

onlythingthatmatteredwasforhertogetherman

backandifitmeansshewouldhavetoleavework

earlierthanusualthensobeit.

Theydroveoutoftheofficepremisesandinstead

ofMr.Solomontotakehertoherapartment,he

tookhertoaspa.

"DoyouwanttopickupsomethingMr.Solomon?"

Janeasked.



"No,IwasaskedbyMr.Jefferytobringyouhere"

"Really,why?"

"Youwouldhavetofindoutwhenyougoinma'am"

hegotdownfromthecarandopenedthedoorfor

her.Janewentintothespaandwaswelcomedbya

beautifulladywhoseemedtobetheowner.

"HelloMissJane,welcometoPamperSpamyname

isPamelaandIwillbeattendingtoyou"thelady

beamedatJane.

Sosheevenknowshername?Beforeshecould

respond,anotherbeautifulladyappearedwitha

glassofchampagnewhichshehandedtoJane.

"Em..thanks?"shewasstilltryingtoprocesswhat



wasgoingon,whenPamelaledhertoaseat.

"Wehaveorderstogiveyouafullbodytreatment,

sopleaserelaxwhilewepamperyou"shesmiled.

"I'msorryordersfromwhoplease?"

"Mr.Ademola,hecalledandbookedthewholespa

foryouforthenextfourhours"

"Jeffbookedthisplaceforfourhoursjustforme?"

Janecouldnotcontainhershock.

"Yes,andwearereallygladhechoseus"thelady

wasreallyhappytobeservingJane,sosherelaxed

andallowedtheladydoherthing.

Truetothelady'sword,Janewasreallypampered.



Firstshewasgivenafacialtreatment,thenafull

bodymassagewhereallherstiffmuscleswere

massageduntilJanethoughtherbodywasgoingto

turnintoajelly.Thenherhairstylewaschangedand

amoreexpensivehumanhairextensionwasfixed

andwhiletheydidthat,someotherladygavehera

pedicureandafootmassage,whileshenibbledon

somesnacksandsippedherchampagne.

Janefeltlikeshewasinheaven,atfirstshethought

shewasdreamingbutshewasn't,itwasreal.

Severaltimesshehadimaginedbeingpampered

thiswaybutneverdidshethinkitcouldbecomea

reality.

Whentheyweredonewithhermanicureandher

hair,Janewasledtoanotherroomwhichlooked

likedthemakeuproombecausetherewere

differentmakeupandbeautyproductsdisplayedin

theroom.



Shewasgivenachairtositonwhileamakeup

artistdidhermagiconJane'sface.Afterthirty

minutesofherworkingonJane'sface,shewas

showntothemirror.Janecouldn'tbelievewhatshe

saw,shelookedsodifferentandbeautiful.

"Whathaveyoudonetomyface?"

"Youdon'tlikeit?Icouldchangeit,I'msorrymaI

thoug.."shespokesofastJanehadtouseher

handstocalmherdown.

"Noyouaregettingitwrong,Iloveit"

"Really,youloveit?Areyousure?"

"YeahIdo,thankyou"



"No,thankyou,I'mreallygladyoulikeit,I'mtruly

honoredtobedoingyourmakeup,youhaveno

ideawhatthismeanstome"theladysaidgleefully.

Janecouldseetheywereallreallytryinghardto

pleaseherbecauseofJeffery.

Whentheyweredonewithhermakeupshewas

takentoaroomwherethreedifferentgownswere

linedupinhangers.

"Whichofthesedresseswouldyouliketoputon

tonight?"Pamelaasked.

"AmItochoose?"

"Yes,exceptofcourseyoulikethethreedresses

andwouldwanttokeepthem,that'stotallyfinebut

youwouldstillhavetopickonefortonight"



Janestoodstaringatthethreelovelydresses,to

thinkshewantedtogoshoppingforadressnot

knowingithasalreadybeentakencareof.Shewas

confusedonwhichofthedressestopick,therewas

theredonewhichlookedreallybeautifulbuthada

verylownecklineandthatwasgoingtorevealtoo

muchofhercleavage,thentherewasthegreen

dresswhichwasfullycoveredinfrontbuthada

verydeepcutattheback,Janewouldhavetogo

bralessifshewastowearit.Sosheoptedforthe

blackdress,itwassleevelessandhadfewstonesin

frontwhichmadeitglitterunderthelight.Beside

eachdresswasapairofmatchingheelstogowith

them.

"Iwillgofortheblackone"

"Excellentchoice"

PamelahelpedJaneoutofherrobeandhelpedher

intothedresswhichwasherperfectsizeand



stoppedalittlebitaboveherknees.Bythetimethey

weredonedressingherup,itwasalreadypast7pm.

Shebidedtheladiesgoodbye.Shegotoutofthe

spatofindMr.Solomonwaitingbythecar.

"I'msorryforkeepingyouwaitingMr.Solomon"

"Youdon'thavetoapologizema'amit'smyjob"he

openedthecarforhertogetin.

"Whereareweheadingtonext?"Sheaskedasthey

droveoutofthespapremises.

"Mr.JefferyhasaskedthatIbringyoutoIvory

gardens"

ShehasheardsomuchaboutIvorygardens,itwas

termedtheloversgardenforloversmostlywent

theretoprofesstheirlovetoeachother.Jane



smiledtoherselfastheydrovedowntothegarden,

Jefferydidgoallthewayoutthistime.

Whentheyarrived,thedriveropenedthedoorfor

Janeandshegotdown.Thegardenwasquiet,she

couldseeatablewithlightsaroundit,soshe

walkedtowardsit.Whenshegotthere,theonly

personwhomatteredtoherwasstandingbeside

thetablesmiling.

"Jeff!"
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Whentheyarrived,thedriveropenedthedoorfor

Janeandshegotdown.Thegardenwasquiet,she



couldseeatablewithlightsaroundit,soshe

walkedtowardsit.Whenshegotthere,theonly

personwhomatteredtoherwasstandingbeside

thetablesmiling.

"Jeff!"

JanerantowhereJeffreywasstandingandhugged

him,heheldhertight."JeffI'msohappyyou'rehere,

Imissedyousomuch,I'msosorryIdidn'tlisten"

"Shhhh...."Jefferyheldherandtheyremainedin

thatpositionforawhileuntilJefferypulledbackto

lookather."Youaresobeautiful"hebentand

kissedher.

Janelookedathimwithadreamyeye,howshewas

abletosurvivethispastweekswithouthiminher

lifeisamystery,becausetheloveshefeelsforthis

manmakesithardtobreathe.



Heledhertothetableandpulledoutachairforher,

andaftershesatdown,hepulledoutachairfor

himselfoppositeher.Awaitercametointroduce

themenuandlatercamebacktoservethemthe

meal.

Whentheywerefinallyalone,Janesaid,"JeffIam

sorry,Ishouldn'thaveranfromourrelationshipthe

wayIdid,Iwasscaredyouweregoingtotellme

youwerereallyengaged,soIdidtheonlythingI

knewhowtodo,Iranandthatwasastupidthingto

do,I'mtrulysorry"

"AndI'malsosorryIdidn'ttellyouaboutmypast

engagementtoTania,allthesewouldhavebeen

avoidedifIhadmentionedit,I'mreallysorrybabe"

"Ishouldbetheoneapologizing,Ididn'tgiveyou

thechancetoexplain"



"Wearebothatfaultbabe,comehere"Janegotup

andsatonJeffery'slaps.Heplacedhisforeheadon

hers."I'msorryforthepainIcausedyouthispast

fewweeks"hekissedthetipofhernose.

"I'msorrytoo,doyouknowIalmostwentcrazy

lookingforyouyesterday?"Janetoyedwithhis

collar.

"Yourbodyguardtoldme,I'msorryyouhadtogo

throughallthat.Iwasdeeplyhurtwhenyourefused

talkingtome,IguessIjustwantedyoutofeelabit

ofwhatIfeltandthatwasstupidofmebecause

whenyouarehurt,I'mhurttoo,itreallybrokemy

heartwhenBlacktoldmewhatyouhadtogo

throughlookingformeyesterday,I'msorrybaby

canyouforgiveme?"

"Ofcourse,andI'msorrytooforcausingyoupain.



Fromnowon,Ipromisetonotrunfromtheissues

inourrelationship"

"ThereissomethingIthinkyoushouldknow"

"Whatisit?"

"Soafteryouleft,IdecidedtospeakwithTaniaand

whenIconfrontedher,sheopeneduptomeabout

whoitwasthattoldhertogothemedia"

"Really,whowasit?"Janeaskedwithaninterested

look.

"Youmightnotlikethis"Jefferywasn'ttoosureifhe

shouldtellherornotbuthealsoknewJanewould

prefertohearitfromhimandnotsomeoneelse.



"ComeonJeff,justtellme,IpromiseIwon'tfreak

out"

"Okay,umm....ItwasVivian"

"What?Youarejokingright?"

"NoI'mafraidnot"Jefferyshookhisheadashe

gaugedJane'sreaction.Heknowsthiswasgoingto

affectherrelationshipwithherbossandknowing

whoJanewas,itmighttakethegraceofGodto

haveherlookpastit.

"VivianaskedTaniatogotothemediaaboutyour

engagement?Butwhywouldshedothat?"

JefferyfilledJaneinonallTaniatoldhimandalso

whatVivianhadconfessedtohim.Allthroughhis

narration,Janeremainedcalm.Jefferycouldsee



shewashurtbythethingssheheardabouther

boss'saction.

"BabeI'msorryyouhadtogothroughallwhatyou

didbecauseofVivian,Iknowyouheldherinhigh

esteemandIdidtoobutIguesshumanscanbe

unpredictablesometimes"

"Youareright,IneverknewViviancoulddoathing

likethis,nowIunderstandwhyKatherinekept

askingmeallsortsofquestionsaboutyou"

"Shedid?Whatexactlydidshewanttoknow?"

Jefferyaskedwithsomuchinterest.

"Wellsheaskedstuffslike,yourfavoritefood,

placesyoulovedtohangoutandotherstufflike

that"



"Hmmmmm"

"Whatareyouhmmmingabout?"

"Wellisn'titfunnythatanothergirlwhoiscrushing

onme,isapproachingmygirlfriendtogivehertips

onhowtogetclosertome?Waithowcomeyou

nevertoldmeanyofthese?"

"WhatwouldIhavetoldyou?HeyJeffyouknow

thatgirlKatherine?wellsheiscrushingonyouand

saidshewouldcrushanyonewhogetsinherway.

Howaboutthat?"

"Shesaidthattoo?Idon'tknowwhy,butI'm

actuallyfindingthisinformationinteresting,goon"

"Really,soyouwanttogoandbewithhernow?

BecauseIcangiveyouhernumber"



"Really?Thatwouldbesoniceofyoutodo,Iknew

youwereaconsiderategirl"Jefferysaidsmiling,he

wasclearlyteasingJaneandwasenjoyingeverybit

ofit.

"Iwouldhavetobreakherlegsfirst"Janespat.

"Jealouslover,Ilike"Jefferyleaneddownand

kissedher."youknowIhaveeyesforonlyyou,I

don'tcarehowmanymorewomenareoutthere,

youaremychoicebabeandIloveyou"

"AndIloveyoutooJeff"theybothkissedeachother

"Howaboutwehaveafreshstart?"Jeffery

proposed

"Iwouldlovethat"



"Hello,mynameisJefferyandI'mheadoverheels

inlovewithagirlcalledJane"

"HiJeffrey,mynameisJaneandIammadlyinlove

withaguycalledJeffery"

Andthenheplacedhislipsonhersandalmost

immediatelyshefollowshislead,movingherlipsin

timewithhisandthenshefeltthewarmstrokeof

histongue.Janelet'soutadeepmoan,which

drivesJefferycrazyashecontinuestodeepenthe

kiss.

Theywereinterruptedbythewaiterwhobrought

theredwineJefferyorderedfor.Thiscausedthem

togigglelikeschoolchildren.Theyfinallydecided

toeattheirfood.

"Abodyguardhuh?"Janeaskedastheyate.



"Yeah,withallthathasbeenhappeninglately,it's

onlywisethatyouhavesecurityaroundyouatall

times"

"Forhowlong?"

"Atleastuntilthiswholedustaboutourrelationship

andpaparazzifollowingyoueverywheresettles"

"Andthenthere'sMr.Okafor'ssontoo"Janesaid

quietly.

"Yeahthereisthattoo,butbabeIneedyounotto

worryaboutthatokay?Ihavegoteverythingunder

control"

"Okay,thanks"



"ThereissomethingIneedyoutodoforme"

"Whatisit?"

"Promisemeyouwon'tfreakout?"

"Ipromise,tellmewhatisitthatyouneed?"

"Ineedyoutoseeatherapist."Jefferysaidsoftly

andgaugedherreaction.

"Jeffyoualreadyknowmyexperiencewith

therapists,whywouldyouwantmetogoandsee

oneagain?"

"BecauseIwantyoutohealproperlymylove,you

arestillhavingnightmaresandIknowyoudon't



sleepwellsometimes,youneedtogetthesethings

outofthewayandyouneedaprofessionalhelpto

dothat,besidesyourpastismakingitdifficultfor

youtocommittoarelationship"

"JeffIdon'tknow,I'mscared,whatifwhat

happenedinthepastrepeatsitself?Iamscaredof

goingthroughthatsameprocessagain"

"Ipromiseyouitwon'thappen,I'mgoingtogetyou

atrustedtherapist"

"Whatmakesyousosure?"

"Firstofallit'sashe,sothatrulesoutwhat

happenedinthepastfromrepeatingitself"

"Andsecondly?"



"Sheismysister"

"Yoursister?Youwantmetoopenupaboutbeing

rapedandkillingsomeonetoyoursister?"

"Ifyoudon'twantherthenwecanalwaysgofor

someoneelse.ThereareothertherapistsIknow

whoaregoodtoobutIjustfeltyoumightbe

comfortablewithmysistersinceyoubothknow

eachother"

"Idon'tknowJeff,canIhavesometimetothink

aboutit?"

"Yeah,yeahsure,takeyourtimenorushIjust

wantedtoletyouknowwhatIwasthinking"

"ThankyouJeff,Ireallyappreciateyoulookingout

forme"



"Anythingformylady"

"Inevergottothankyouforthespatreatment,I

lovedit".

"I'mgladyoudid,Ifelttheneedtohaveyourskin

pamperedafterallyouhadtogothroughyesterday"

"Awww....Youdidn'thaveto,thankyou.Imightget

usedtothisyouknow?"

"ByallmeanspleasedobecauseIhaveregistered

youforaspatreatmentonceeverymonth"

"Ohthankyou,butIhavearequestthough?"

"Nameit"



"Couldyounothavethewholeplacebookedforme

anytimeIhaveanappointment?"

"Isthattherequest?"

"Yes"shesaidsmiling

"Done,yourwishismycommand"

.

.

Jeffrey'sdriverdrovethembacktohisplacethat

night.Aftertheyhadbothhadtheirbathandhad

changedintotheirnightwear,theybothretiredfor

thenight.JanedecidedtosleepinJeffery'sroom.

"I'mgoingtoresignfrommyjob"Jane'sheadwas

onJeffery'schestastheylaidonthebed.



"Why?IsitbecauseofwhatItoldyouaboutVivian?"

Jefferyraisedhisheadtohavealookatherface.

"WellIhavebeenconsideringitforawhilenowand

whatyoutoldmetonightjustcementedmy

decision"Janesaidwithsadness.

"babeIunderstandhowyoufeel"Jefferysatupon

thebed"but,don'tyouthinkyoucouldforgiveher

andmovepastit?"

"NoIdon'tthinkIcanJeff,yesIhaveforgivenher

butworkingwithherisgoingtobedifficultforme,

becauseIwillalwaysbescaredthatshemightdo

somethingtohurtmeagainandIcan'tworkinan

environmentIdon'tfeelsafe"

"Ohbaby,I'msosorry,comehere"Jefferypulled

Janeinforahug"shereallydidmakeworkingwith



herthesepastweeksunbearableforyoudidn't

she?"

"Youhavenoidea"

"Thenifyouthinkresigningwillmakeyouhappy,

thenbyallmeanspleasedoit,nothingshouldstand

betweenyouandyourhappiness"

"Thankyou"

"Anythingforyoumylove,andyoucanalwaysgeta

betterjobokay?"

"IloveyouJeff,Idon'tknowhowIwasableto

survivethesepastweekswithoutyou"

"Youhavenoidea,Itwashellforme.Doyouknow



thatIlodgedinoverfourdifferenthotelsthroughout

theperiodwewerefighting?"

"Really,why?"

"Well...Iwasreallytryingsohardtoforgetyouand

whenitseemedlikeIwasn'tmakinganyprogress

stayinghere,becauseeverythingIlookedat

remindedmeofyou,Idecidedtolodgeinahotel"

"Okay,sohowdidyouenduplodginginfour

differenthotels?"

"Itwasasiftheuniversewastryingtotorturemeor

somethingbecauseIkeptseeingsomeonewho

lookedlikeyou"

"Soletmeunderstandthis,wheneveryousee

someonethatlooksmeyoucheckedoutofthe



hotel?"

"Exactly"

"OhmyGodJeff,thatmusthavebeenreallyhard

foryou"

"Pleasebabydon'teverleavemeagain,Idon'tthink

mysanitycanhandleitasecondtime"

"Iwon't,becauseIcan'thandleitmyselfeither"

Theysealedtheirlovewithakiss.
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ThenextmorningJefferydecidedtopreparesome

breakfastforJanebeforeshewokeup.Whenhe

wasdone,hetookittoherinbed.

"Heypretty,wakeup"hekissedherontheforehead

andthenhernoseandlipscausingJanetowakeup

withasmileonherface.

"Jeff.....youaresmotheringmewithkisses"

Inresponse,Jefferydeepenedthekissonherlips.

"Isthatenoughtomakeyouwakeupnow?"Jane

finallysatup.

"Goodmorning"Janegreeted



"Goodmorningbeautiful,howwasyournight?hope

youhadapleasantnightrest?"

"Yes.Andyou,howwasyournight?"

"Withyouinmybed,I'malwaysguaranteeda

beautifulsleep.Here,it'stimetohavebreakfast"

JefferyplacedthetrayonJane'slaps.

"Ohbabyyoumademebreakfast?thankyou"Jane

wasallsmiles,first,shespenthoursatthespaand

nowshewasbeingservedbreakfastinbed.Itwas

asifsomefairywasbringingallherdreamsand

wishesasachildtopass.

"Babeareyougoingtoeatthefoodornot?"

Jeffery'svoicebroughtJanebacktoreality.She

openedtheplatetofindhotpancakesglazedwith

honeyandbesidetheplatewasamugofhot



chocolate.

"Didyoupreparethis?"Janewassurprised,

becausethelasttimehecookedforher,hehadthe

helpofhishousekeeperbutitwastooearlyforhis

housekeepertohaveresumed,sowhocouldhave

helpedhim?

"Yes,nowstopwastingtimeandeat.Nowthatit's

stillhot"

Janetookaforkfulofthepancakesandclosedher

eyesasshechewed.WhileJefferyanxiouslywaited

forherfeedback.WhenJanewasdonechewing,

shedecidedtowashitdownwithsomehot

chocolate.Thenshecontinuedtoeatquietly

withoutevenlookingup.

"Youknowyouaresupposedtosaysomething

right?"



"Ohreally,whatisthat?"Sheaskedfeigning

ignorance.

"Doy..ouliketh..efood?"Jefferystuttered.

"Honestanswer?"Janeaskedclearlyenjoyingthe

wayshewasteasinghim.

"Yesplease"hesaidleapingonthespotwithhands

inhispockets.

"Thisactuallytastesreallyawesome,wheredidyou

learntomakesuchsweetpancakes?"Janeplaced

somepancakesonherforkandfedhim"herehave

some"heobligedher.

"I'mgladyouloveit"hesatdownonthebedand

joinedhertoeat."Myhousekeepertaughtmehow



tomakethem,heusedtomakethemforIandmy

sisterwhenwewerelittle,itgottoatimewhenit

becameIandmysister'scomfortfoodsowehadto

learnhowtomakeit"

"Wowthisdoesreallytastegreat,nowIhavetoup

mypancakemaking,skillifI'mevergoingto

measureuptothis"

"Well,thatissomethingyoudon'thavetoworry

yourselfabout,becauseIhaveusbothcoveredin

thataspect"hefedhersomeofhispancakes.

WhenJanegottoworkthatmorning,shetendered

hertwoweeksnoticetoVivian.

"Jane..whydoyouwanttoresign?Ithoughtyou

haveforgivenmealready?"Vivianaskedindisbelief.



"YesVivianIhaveforgivenyouevenbeforeyou

everaskedforit,butthethingisII'mnolonger

comfortableworkinghere"

"Janepleasedon'tdothis,howaboutIgiveyoua

raise?Icouldincreaseyoursalaryyouknow?Just

tellmewhatyouwantbutdon'tquit"

"Asappealingasthatsounds,I'msorrybutIwill

havetodeclineVivian"

"Ifyouhavemadeupyourmind,IguessIcan'tstop

you,butIdohaveafavortoaskofyou"

"Whatisit?"

"Couldyouatleasthelpmeinterviewandchoose

thenextpersonthatwouldreplaceyou?"



"Yeahthatwon'tbeaproblem,wouldyoulikemeto

sendoutanopeningtoouroutsourcingfirm?"

"Yesplease,thankyou"

WhenitwastimeforlunchJaneandAmakawent

downtothecafeteriatoeat.

"Someoneisglowing,justonenightandyouare

thisglowy?"

"Wellyouwouldglowtooifyouspendfourhoursat

thespa"

"Youwenttothespa?When?"Amaka'sinterestrate

wasobviouslyincreased.

"YesterdayafterIlefttheoffice,Iwastakentothe



spabyJeffrey'sdriverwhereIwaspamperedlikea

baby"Janeclosedhereyesasshespoke.

"OhmyGod!areyouserious?Wasthatwhereyou

wenttothedatefrom?Becausethehousedidn't

looklikeyoucameintoitatall"

"Yup,Jefferyhadastylistgoshoppingforme

beforeIevenarrived"

"WowI'msohappyforyoubabe,I'mgladyouand

Jefferyhavefinallysortedthingsout"

"ThanksAmaka,Ireallydidn'tknowhowmuchI

missedhimuntilyesterday"

"ThankGodyouwon'thavetobemopingaround

likeazombieanymore"



"Youhaveaverybadmouth"theybothbustinto

laughter.

"IgaveVivianmytwoweeksnotice"

"Todowhat?"

"I'mresigning"

"What?"Amakascreamed,thisattractedthe

attentionoftheotherworkerswhowerehavingtheir

lunch.

"Amakacalmdown,youaremakingpeoplestareat

us"

"DidyoujustsayIshouldcalmdown?Youare

abouttodosomethingstupidandyouareasking



metocalmdown?"

"VivianwastheonewhoaskedJeffrey'sextogoto

themediaabouttheirengagement"

"Thatheifer!Iknewshewasuptonogood,what

washeraimanyway?"

"ShewantedJefftodateKatherine,shewasn't

happyhewasdatingmeandnotKatherine"

"Nawaooo,humanscanbewickedattimes,Jane

I'msosorry"

"SoyouseewhyIcan'tcontinueworkinghere?

Becausenomatterhowwealltrytogetpastit,they

arestillgoingtoholdthatresentmentagainstme

fortakingwhatcouldhavebeentheirsandIreally

don'tthinkIcanworkwiththemanymore"



"Iunderstand,I'mreallygoingtomissyouJane,

workingherewouldneverbethesamewithoutyou,

whoamIgoingtogistwithorcometoworkwith?

OhmyGodI'mgoingtobecomingandgoingback

fromworkallalone"Amakalamented.

"YouwillbefineAmaka,besidesit'snotlikeI'm

leavingimmediatelyIstillhavetwoweeks"

"Whatareyougoingtodoaboutgettinganother

job?"

"Applyforjobopeningsofcourse"

"Youknowitwillbealoteasierifyouwillallow

Jefferytohelpyou?"

"Idon'tknowifIshoulddothat,besidesIwantto



getajobbecauseI'mqualifiedforitandnot

becausemyboyfriendpulledanystrings"

"Okaysuityourself,bythetimeyouwalkthestreets

ofLagoshoppingfromoneinterviewtotheother

thenyouwillknowifyouwanthimtopullstringsor

not".

___________

*Aweeklater*

"VivianhereistheCVofthegirlIhavepickedto

replaceme"JaneplacedtheCVonVivian'stable.

Forthepastoneweekshehasbeeninterviewing

candidatesforthepositionofVivian'sassistant,it

hasn'tbeenaneasytaskasJanehadthoughtit

wouldbe.

"Areyousureshewillbeabletofillinyourshoes?"

Vivianstillwasn'thappyaboutJane'sresignation



soshehasbeenrejectingeveryoneJanebroughtto

her.It'seithertheydidn'thaveenoughjob

experience,orshedidn'tliketheirface.Janeknew

shewastryingtostallherleaving.

"Yessheisqualifiedforthejobandwithafew

trainingsshewillbeupandrunning"

"Okay,ifyousayso"

"SodoIhaveyourpermissiontosendheranoffer

letter?"

"Yes,youcangoahead"

"Alright,Iwilldojustthat.I'mabouttocloseforthe

dayisthereanyotherthingyouwouldlikemetodo

foryoubeforeIleave?"



"Noit'sfineyoucanclosealready"

"Okaybye"

JanecameoutofVivian'sofficetofindher

handsomeboyfriendsittingonherdeskwaiting

patientlyforherwithhisshirtsleevesrolledand

foldedarms.

"Heytherebeautiful"hestretchedouthislefthand

anddrewhertohimselfandthenkissedher."I

missedyou"

"Imissedyoutoo,whatareyoudoinghere?"Ashy

Janetriedtopulloutfromhisgrip,shewasn'tafan

ofpublicdisplayofaffection,especiallynotinher

officewhereViviancouldwalkinonthemany

moment.



"I'msupposedtopickyouupafterwork,

remember?"Jefferyheldherinplaceandkept

teasingherlipswithkisses.

"Itotallyforgot,Ihavebeensobusytoday.Baby

youneedtostop"Janeprotested.

Jefferyproceededtodropkissesonherneck."Are

yousureyouwantmetostop?"Hewasdrivingher

crazyandheknewitandwasalsoderivingpleasure

fromit.

"Weareinmy..off..iceoh..babystop"

"Iwillstopifyouwilljuststaystillandallowmekiss

you"

Janefinallystoppedmovingandallowedhimto

kissher,beforeshefreedherselffromhisgrip.



"Letmegetmybag,sowecanbeonourway"she

turnedaroundthetableandtookherhandbag.

"Aren'tyougoingtosayhitoVivian?"Janeaskedas

sheplacedhernotepadinherbag.

"Nah,I'mnothereforacourtesyvisit.I'mhereto

whiskmybeautifulgirlfriendaway,nowgiveme

thosesowecangetgoing"hetookherhandbag

andwaterflaskfromher.Thisattractedherco

workersattentionatthereception,firsttheywere

surprisedtoseeherwithJefferyandthenhewas

helpinghercarryherhandbag.

Asiftomakethingsworse,heplacedahandonher

backastheywalkedoutoftheoffice.Janeknew

thegossipwasgoingtolastfordaysbutshedidn't

careanymore,ifpeoplewantedtotalkabouther

relationshipwithJeffery,thenbyallmeansthey



werefreetodoso.Whatmatteredtoherwasthat

themanshelovesiswithher,asidethisnothing

elsereallymatters.

"HaveItoldyouhowmuchIloveitwhenyourollup

yoursleeves?"Janesaidastheygotoutside.

"Nopebutnowthatyouhavesaidit,Iwillbesureto

alwaysrollupmysleeves"

Heopenedthecarforhertogetin."Waitweneedto

waitforAmaka,I'msureshewillbedownina

minute"

"Sheleftalready,Imetheronmywayout.She

mentionedsomethingabouthavingan

appointment"Jefferygotintothecarandstartedto

driveoutoftheofficepremises.



"Ohthat'strueItotallyforgot"

"Babeareyouokay?Youseemtobeforgetting

thingslately"Jefferylookedatherwithconcern.

"Ihavejustbeenstressed,that'sall"

"HasVivianbeenstressingyouout?"

"Youhavenoidea,it'sasifshewantsmetodoall

theworkthatthereistobedone,beforeIfinally

leave.Doyouknow,shehasbeenrejectingallthe

peopleIbringtohertoreplaceme?"

"Sheobviouslydoesn'twantyoutoleave,she

knowsit'sgoingtobehardtogetsomeonewhocan

fillinyourshoes,sheisscaredoflettingyougo"



"ButwealreadyagreedthatIwasgoingtrain

anyonewhoisgoingtotakeoverfromme"

"WelltherecanonlybeoneJane"hesqueezedhand

ashedrove."Whatdoyousay,wegogetsomething

toeatatthatrestaurantyouloveandthenItakeyou

homeandgiveyouamassagetohelpyourelax?"

"Yeahsure,Ihavebeencravingfortheirfriedrice"

"Andyouwillcomehomewithmeafterwards?"

"Aslongasyoupromiseit'sgoingtobeonlya

massageandnothingmore?"

"Well,Iwilltrymybesttobeagoodboy"

"I'msorryIhavetodragyouintoallofthisJeff"



Janesaidcalmly.

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"Youknow,allofthese?"Janegesticulatedwithher

hands"nosexruleinourrelationship,sometimesI

feellikeI'mpunishingyouandIreallyfeelbad

aboutit"

"Comeon,youdon'thavetofeelbadaboutanything,

it'snormalforsomeonewhohasbeenthroughwhat

youwentthroughtonotwantsex.It'sagradual

processandI'mwillingtobewithyoueverystepof

theway.AndI'mnotwithyoubecauseofsex,what

wehaveisdeeperthanthat"

Janeleanedinandkissedhimonhistemple.

WhentheygottoJeffrey'sapartment,Janedecided



togohaveherbathandchangedintosomething

morecomfortablewhileJefferywentintohisstudy

toreplysomeworkemails.Bythetimeshecame

downstairs,hewasstillinthestudy.

"Ithoughtsomeonepromisedmeamassage?"She

closedhislaptoptohavehisfullattention.

"I'msorryIjustwantedtoreplyafewemailsbutI'm

suretheycanwait,becauseitwilldefinitelybebad

mannerstokeepabeautifulladywaiting"Heledher

backtothebedroom.

"YouknowIreadsomewherethatoneoftheways

toovercomethefearofsexistostartwithforeplay"

Janesaidshyly.

"Doyouwanttotryit?"



"Mmmmmmm"Janenodded.

"MmmmIlikethesoundofthat,howaboutIgive

youthatmassagefirstandthenwecanproceed

further?"

"Soundslikeagoodidea"

Jefferygotoutamassageoilfromhisdrawer,while

Janestrippeddowntoherwaistandlaidfacedown

onthebed.Hedroppedsomeoftheoilonhispalm

andapplieditonherbackandmassaged.Jane

couldfeelallthetensionleavingherbodyashe

kneadedandmassagedhershouldersdowntoher

arms,handsandfingers.

Whenhewasdone,heaskedhertostillliedownfor

abitbeforestandingup."Iwillquicklyjumpinthe

shower"hekissedhertemple.



Bythetimehecameoutofthebathroom,Jane

haven'tstillmovedamusclesohethoughtshehad

sleptoff,heworeasweatpantandhoppedonthe

bedanddecidedtocoverherupwithaduvetsoshe

doesn'tcatchacold,butsheheldhishands.

"Ithoughtyouhadsleptoff?"

"NoI'mstillawake"shesatupfacinghimwithher

barebreast.Jefferywasspeechlesswiththesight

ofJane'sbreastsstaringhim.

"W..owyouarebeautiful"

Janedidn'tknowifhewasreferringtoherorher

breastsbutshesmiledstill,seeinghisreaction

madehersmile.

Heimmediatelysatupanddrewhercloserfora



kiss,itwasaslowsensualkisswhichunitedtheir

twosoulstogether.Hemoveddowntokissher

neck,herbodystillsmeltofthenicefragranceof

themassageoilheusedonherearlier.Hetookhis

timeinkissingeverypartofherskin,Janethrewher

headbackinpleasureashekeptkissingherneck

andthenproceededtoherchest,hestoppedonher

chestandlookeduptosearchherfaceifshestill

wantedhimtocontinue.

"Pleasedon'tstop"shemoaned.Thisbroughtsmile

tohisface.Hetookherrightbreastinhishands

andfondledit,heteasedhernipplewithhistongue,

Janemoanedevenlouder.

Hetookhistimeinpleasuringeachbreastsucking

oneachofthemmakingsuretodrivehercrazywith

histongueandjustwhenJanethoughtshewas

goingtodiefrompleasureheproceededtoher

ribcageandthendowntoherbellybutton,dropping

featherykissesashewentdownandwhenhe



reachedinbetweenherlegs,hestoppedtolookat

her.

"Babyareyousure?"Janenoddedheraffirmation.

"NobabyIneedtohearyousayit,areyousure?"

"I'msureJeff,pleasedon'tstop"

.

.

I'mverysorryforthelittleromancestunt,youknow

Idon'tnormallypostsuchbutthisstorywillrequire

alittleofit.ShouldIcontinueandgodeepinthe

nextepisode?
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JefferyslidJane'sshortoffherwaistslowly,with

eachcontacthishandsmadewithherskin,Jane

almostwentcrazyfrompleasure.Shemovedher

waisttoassistJefferyintakingoffhershort.

Whenhershortswereoutoftheway,hekissedher

bellybuttonandthenherpubicregion,Janewas

gladshewaxedoutherhairsthelasttimeshewas

atthespa.

Jefferykeptdroppingfeatherykissesuntilhegotto

herfold,heraisedhisheadtolookatherjusttobe

sureshewantedhimtogoonandinresponseJane

nodded.

Jefferycouldn'tgetenoughofthisgirl,hecupped

oneofherbreastsinhishandsastheykissed,the

feelofherbreastinhishandsfeltlikeheavenand



Jane'smoaningsoundashetouchedheralmost

drovehimtotheedge,heknowsthisshouldn'tgo

anyfurtherthanforeplayuntilshewasfullyready

sohewastryingsohardtoholdhimselfback.

Sheclimbedonhislapsandstraddledhimwhilehe

leanedhisbackonthedashboard,andtheykept

kissingwhileshekeptgrindinghimwithherwaist

andwhenJefferycouldn'ttakeitanymorehestilled

herwaistwithhishands.

"Baby,youaredrivingmewildandwiththewayyou

aremovingIcan'tpromiseI'mgoingbea

gentlemanforlong"hesaidsmiling.Janecouldsee

hewasreallystraininghimselfsoshedecidedto

getoffhislapsbutheheldherinposition."NowI

didn'taskyoutoleave,Iloveitjustwhereyouare"

Janeplacedherforeheadonhis,theybothstared

intoeachother'seyes,breathingheavilynonesaida

word,justsilenceandeachlookingdeepintothe



other'ssoul.

Afteraminute,Janekissedhimandgotoffhislaps.

"Whatarewegoingtodoaboutyou?"Sheasked

referringtothebulgeinJeffery'strousers.He

lookeddownatitandsmiled,"acoldshowerwilldo

itsomegood"hegotupfromthebedandwentinto

thebathroom.WhileJaneburiedherselfunderthe

duvet,sheknewshewassupposedtogetashower

herselfbutwithwhatJefferyjustdidtoher,she

wasn'tsureherlegscouldcarryhersoshedecided

tosleepinstead.

Fewminuteslater,Jefferysteppedoutofthe

bathroomandjoinedheronthebed,hedrewher

closertohimonthebedashelaiddownand

spoonedher.

"ThankyouJeff"



"Ithoughtyouwerealreadyasleep,whatareyou

thankingmefor?"

"Formakingmeexperiencesomethingthis

beautiful"

"Weareexperiencingittogetherbaby,sothankyou

too,youlookbeautifulwhenyoucumbytheway"

Janeletoutashygiggle."Noneedtobeshy,you

aresobeautifulinandout"

"Iloveyou"shewhispered.

"AndILoveyou"Theybothdriftedofftosleep.

Thenextmorning,Janewokeuptothesmellof

friedeggsinhernostrils,whensheopenedhereyes,

Jefferywassittingbyhersidesmilingather"Time



towakeupsleepingbeauty,breakfastisready"

"Awwwww..Jeffyoudidn'thaveto"shesatupas

Jefferybroughtthetrayclosersoshecouldreachit.

"Iwantedto,soIdid"

Janetooksomeoftheeggsandplacedinher

mouthandchewed."Hmmmmmthistastesgood"

"I'mgladyoulikeit"Jefferytookaforkandjoined

her.

"Icouldgetusedtothisyouknow?"

"Thenbyallmeanspleasedo,becauseyoumy

darlingdeservetobepampered"



"Thankyou"asJaneate,theduvetsheusedin

coveringherselffelloffexposingherbarebreast,

shequicklyrushedandpickedituptocoverherself.

"Don'tyouthinkafterlastnight,thereisnoneedfor

that?"Jefferyteased

"Jeff!"

"I'msorry,butyouhaveverybeautifulbreastsand

youshouldn'tfeelshyaboutthem"

"I'mnotshy,I'mjust..."

"Justwhat?Babyyouneedtostartgetting

comfortableinyourownskinaroundme"

"Canwejustenjoythisbeautifulbreakfast?"



"Sure"theybothcontinuedtoeatinsilence.

"Sotellme,whatelsedoyouknowhowtomake

asidepancakesandfriedeggs?"

"WellIdoknowhowtomakeyoucum"

"Jeff!"Jane'scheekswerehotwithembrassment.

"Hahahahahaha...I'msorrybutIjustcouldn'thelpit,

yourreactionwassoepic"

"Yeahright"Janescoffed.

"I'msorry,okaysothosearetheonlythingsIknow

howtoprepare"



"Justfriedeggsandpancakes?"

"Yes,mostguysdon'tevenknowhowtoboilwater

tosavetheirlives,tothemI'mconsideredagenius

inthekitchen"

"Hahahahahaha...Yeahright,keeptellingyourself

that"

"What?Ithoughtyoujustsaidyoulovedtheeggs?"

"Yestheyaretastyandevenifyoucouldn'tboil

watertosaveyourlife,Iwouldstillloveyou"Jane

leanedinandkissedhim.

AfterJefferydroppedJaneoffatwork,shewent

intoAmaka'sofficetosayhi.



"Hmmmmmmthisglowisbecomingtoomucho,

pleasedon'tblindmewithit"Amakamockinglytried

shadinghereyesasshespoke.

"Goodmorningtoyoutoo"Janetookaseatandsat

down,itwasn't9amyet,somostoftheworkers

haven'tarrivedyet,includingVivian.

"Goodmorningmyglowyfriend,Iknowyouhave

gistforme,sodotell"

"Howdidyourdatego?"Janeasked.

"Abegforgetaboutthatone,thatguyalmostbored

metodeathwithhistalkabouthisjob,likeIleft

workearlytogolistentosomeoneelsewhineabout

hisownjob"

"I'msorry,maybeyoushouldslowdownonthe



internetdating?"

"I'mnotslowingdown,I'mdone.Iclosedallmy

internetdatingprofilelastnight.Thatisbytheway,

whatdidJefferydotoyou?Youlooklikesomeone

whojustachievedanorgasm"

Janedidn'treply,insteadshejustitchedherears.

"OhmyGod,youdiditdidn'tyou?"Amaka

screamed.

"Amakabringyourvoicedown,doyouwantthe

wholeofficetohearyou?"

"Sorry,sorry,oyagistmewhathappened?"Amaka

bouncedaroundherchair.



"Well.....Wesortofyouknow..lastnight"

"Whichoneissortof?AbegIdon'tknowanything

pleasegivemefullgist"

"We..wentfurtherthantheusuallastnight"

"Janethatisnewsheadline,Ineedthisnewsin

detailsmadam"

"Youdon'texpectmetotellyoueverythingwedid,

doyou?Besidesyoudon'ttellmethedetailsof

whatyoudowithanyofyourboyfriendswhenever

yousleepoverattheirplace"

"Wellfirstofall,I'mnotaskingforeverydetail,just

someofthejuicypartandsecondofall,Idon'ttell

youwhatIdowithanyofmyboyfriendsbecause

youneverasked"



"Fine,wejustengagedinforeplay"

"Hmmmmmandyoucameabi?"Inresponsetoher

question,Janenodded.

"Iknewit,finallymyfriendisgettingsome"

"WellIsortofhaveaproblem"Janesaidquietly.

"Whatisit?Youdidn'tenjoyit?"

"OfcourseIdid,infactIenjoyeditsomuchIfeel

guilty"

"Whyisthat?"



"Well,Iwastheonlyoneatthereceivingend,

Jefferydidn'treceiveany,it'snotlikehecomplained

oranythingbutIknowIshouldhavehelpedhim

cometoo"

"YeahIgetwhatyou'resaying,wellyoucanalways

givehimaheaduntilyoufeelyouarereadytohave

penetrativesex"

"Wellthat'stheissue,Ireallydon'tknowhowto"

"Youdon'tknowhowtogiveahead?"Amakaasked

inawhisper.Janeshookherhead.

"Wowyou'reavirginingivingheadthen"Amaka

laughed.

"Stoplaughingit'snotfunny,Iwantyoutoteachme

howit'sdone"



"Areyouserious?"

"Youknowwhat?IthinkthisisabadideaforgetI

everasked"Janegotupfromherseattoleave

whenAmakastoppedher.

"SitdownIwillteachyou"Janesatdownback.

Amakabroughtoutsomebananasfromherbag

andhandedonetoJane.

"ThankyoubutI'mnothungryIhadbreakfast

already"

"Whoisgivingyoutoeat?Iboughtthosetoeatlater,

butIthinktheywillhavetoserveanotherpurpose,

peeloffyourbanana"Janedidasshewas

instructed.



"Nowusethetipofyourtonguetolickitmorelike

youaretryingtoteaseit,don'teatito"Amaka

demonstratedwhatshemeantwhileJanefollowed

suit.

"Nowuseyourmouthtocoverapart,becarefulnot

useyourteeth"themomentJanedidasAmaka

instructed,Amaka'sbosswalkedintotheoffice

causingJanetochokeonherbanana.

"Areyouokay"theconcernedmanasked,while

Amakarushedtogethersomewater.

"ThankyousirI'mbetternow"JanesaidtoAmaka's

bossaftershehadbeenabletocatchherbreath.

"Becarefulnexttime,don'tputinsomuchbanana

inyourmouthatonce,it'snotsafe"withthatsaid,

hewalkedpastthemintohisoffice.



Themomentheclosedthedoorofhisoffice,

AmakabustintolaughterasJaneangrilystoodup

andleftforheroffice.

_________

"Babeyouaresupposedtobeherebynow,thisis

past8pmalready.Whatiskeepingyou?"

"JeffI'msorry,Ididn'tmeantostaythislate,Vivian

hadalotofworkformetodoattheoffice.Iwillbe

withyousoon"

ItwasJane'slastdayatworkandshehadtomake

surethenewgirlwhowasreplacingher,knewall

thatsheneededtoknowaboutthejob.Andthere

wasalsoVivianwhokepthavingunendingtasksfor

Janetodo.Nowsheislateforherdinnerdatewith

Jeffery.ShewassupposedtomeetJefferyinhis

housesotheycouldgooutfordinnertogether.



"It'sfine,justcomebackalready"

"HowaboutyougototherestaurantandIcomejoin

you?Insteadofmetocomeallthewaydownto

yourplacefirst?''

"Nahdon'tworry,Ialreadycancelledourreservation.

Justcomebacksafely"

JefferywasgladJanewaslongergoingtobe

workingforVivian,becausethesedaysshehas

beengettingonJeffery'snerve,especiallywiththe

wayshekeptpleadingandinsistingJaneworked

extrahoursthispastweek.

Thisisthesecondtimeinarowsheismakingthem

canceltheirplansbecauseshewon'tallowJaneto

closeatnormalclosinghour.Jefferymadethis

reservationsincelastweek,butnowhehasto

cancelitbecauseofVivian.



Anhourlater,Janewalkedintothekitchenwhere

Jeffreywastakingoutabottleofwaterfromthe

fridge.Shewrappedherarmsaroundhimfrom

behind,placingherheadonhisback.

"I'msorrybaby,Ididn'tmeantocomebacklate,

pleaseforgiveme"

Jefferydidn'tsayanythingtoher,insteadhetooka

longswigofhiswater.

"Babypleasesaysomething,I'msosorry"

"Whatdowantmetosay?Welcomeback?"

"Pleasedon'tbelikethat,I'mreallysorrybaby.How

aboutwegooutnow?Anywhereyouwant?"



"I'mnolongerinthemood"

"JeffI'msorrynow,Vivianhadalotofworkforme

todoattheofficetodayso,Icouldn'tcloseontime"

"Ithoughtyouwerequitting?Whydoyoustillallow

hertotellyouwhentoclosefromwork?"

"Iwasjusttryingtohelpherout"Janesaid

hopelessly.

"Okaymadamhelper"

"Ohnowyouarebeingsarcastic.BabyI'msorry.

Todayisthelastdayofmeworkingwithher,soI

ampracticallyfree.Weshouldcelebrate"shesaid

smiling,assheturnedagrumpyJefferyaroundto

faceher."Howaboutwedoanyotherthingyou



wouldliketodo?"

"Howaboutyougohaveashowerfirst,theneat

something,andthenwecanthinkofdoing

somethingelse?"hefinallysaidwithasmile.

"Alrightsir"

Janeimmediatelyrushedupstairstohaveherbath.

Fewminuteslatershewasdownstairsreadyto

haveherdinner.ShemetJefferyservingsome

spaghettionaplate.

"Isthatforme?"

"Yeah,willthisbeenough?"Jefferyasked,showing

herthequantityofthespaghettihehadalready

servedontheplate.



"Yeah,thatwillbeenough.Aren'tyoujoiningme?"

"NopeIalreadyhadsomethingtoeat,nowsitand

eat.Andthenyoucantellmeaboutyourdaywhen

youaredoneeating"hepulledoutachairatthe

kitchenislandforherandwhenshehadsatdown,

hefedher.

"DoesthismeanIamforgiven?"

"Thatalldependsonhowmuchofagoodgirlthat

youare.Noweatup"

Janewasagoodgirl,forsheateeverypieceof

spaghettithatJefferyfedher.Whenshewasdone

eating,theybothwenttothesittingroom.

Jefferywashavingsomeworkdonewithhislaptop,

whileJanelistenedtothenews.Whentheywere



donereadingthenews,Janetriedconversingwith

Jefferybuttonoavailashekepttypingonhis

laptopwithaseriouslookonhisface.Shepulledat

hisshirt,butthatdidn'tgetheranyresponsefrom

him,soshepulledharderandhelookedupfromhis

laptop.''babyjustgivemeaminute,Iwillsoonbe

throughwiththis''

Thirtyminuteslater,Jefferywasstilltypingonhis

laptop.Thistimearound,Janetookthelaptopfrom

hislaps,andplaceditonthecentertable.

"Babewhatareyoudoing?"Jefferyprotested.Jane

gotupfromwhereshewassitting,andthensaton

hislaps.

"Ohmygushbaby,youaredistractingme,you

knowIcan'tconcentratewithyouonmylaps"

Janesaidnothing,insteadsheplacedherheadon



hischestandthenplacedherhandsunderhisshirt

andpulledgentlyathisnipples.

"Ohthatfeelssogood"Jefferyclosedhiseyesand

threwhisheadbackonthecouch."Ifyoucontinue

likethis,Imightnothavetostaymadatyoufor

long"

"I'mhopingyoudon't"Janestartedgrindingher

waistagainsthiscrotch.

"Ohbabyyouhavetostopdoingthat"Jeffery

groaned.Inresponse,Janeincreasedthepaceof

hergrinding.

"Ba..be....."

Janecontinuedgrindingwithoutsayingawordand

thenshegrabbedhiscrotchinherhands.Jeffery



immediatelygrabbedhertwohandsandthen

pinnedherdownonthecouch.

"Whatareyoutryingtodo?Drivemecrazy?"

"Maybe,wasitworking?''Janeaskedmischievously.

"YoumysweetJaneisbecomingmischievous"she

triedgettinguptokisshimbutheheldherinplace.

"Let'sjustsay,beingintherapyispayingoff"Jane

replied

"Ilikethat,butIdon'tthinkyouweretaughthowto

bethismischievousintherapy"Jefferypinnedher

handsoverherheadasshetriedgrabbinghis

crotchagain.



"Justkissmealreadyandstoptalking"Janepouted.

"Byallmeansmylady"

Hekissedherinaslowandsultrywaywhichmade

Janehavebutterfliesinherstomach.Heangledhis

headtotheleft,whilehestrokedhermouthwithhis

tongue,exploringeveryinchofher.Shekissedhim

backwithsameintensitywhichheusedinkissing

her.

shetriedfreeingherhandsfromhisgripbutJeffery

heldherstill.Inasmuchashelovedwhatshewas

doingtohimwithherhands,heknewhehadtobe

incontrolofthis,elsetheymighthavetogobeyond

thirdbase.

Jefferyproceededtokissherneckandsuckonher

earlobe,heknewdoingthatalwaysdroveJane

crazy,sohediditevenmore,hemightaswelljust



giveheratasteofwhatshewasdoingtohim.

Whenhegottoherbreasts,hehadtoreleaseher

handsasheusedbothhishandstocupherbreasts

andpinchedeachnipple.Hepulledhernightgown

offherheadandfoundoutshewasn'tputtingon

anypantie.Heplacedahandoverhervulvaandfelt

theheatemanatingfromher,shewasalready

gettingwet.

*After30minutesofforeplay*

Thenhisphonestartedringing,Jefferydecidedto

ignoreit.Theonlythingthatmatteredrightnow

waswatchingthewomanhelovespleasehim,it'sa

fascinatingsighttobeholdandhewasn'treadyto

bedistracted.Janepausedtolookathim"baby

pleaseignoreit,Icanspeaktowhoeveritislater"

butthephonewouldn'tstopringing,whoeveritwas;

wasn'treadytostopcallinguntilJefferypicksup.



"Jeff,maybeyoushouldpickit.Itmightbean

emergency"

SometimesJefferyhatesitwhenJaneisright,he

likesitwhenshemakessenseeveryothertimebut

notthistime.Certainlynotatatimelikethis.He

pulledherupandkissedherbeforepickinguphis

phonefromthenightstand.Itwashismother

calling,whatcouldshepossiblywanttotellhimby

thistimeofthenight?Itwasalmost12am.Thishad

betterbeimportant,elsehewasgoingtoscream

herheadoff.

"Hellomummy"Jefferysaidintothephonewitha

grumpyvoice.

"Jeffery!thankGodyouhavefinallypickedup,

comeandopenyourdoorI'moutside"



"Youarewhere?"

"I'moutsideyourdoor,I'minyourcompound,oya

comeandopenyourdoor"hismotherendedthe

call.
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Quickly,hestoodupandworehissweatpants.

"WhatisgoingonJeff?"

"Momisatthedoor,stayherewhileIgofindout

whatshewantsokay?"



Janenoddedwithaconfusedlook,Jefferybent

downandkissedherontheforeheadandashewas

abouttoleave,shecalledhimback.

''Ithinkyoumightneedashirttocoverthat''she

pointedtohisboner.Jefferyhissedoutof

frustrationashepickedupashirtandhelditover

hisboner.Ifhismothernoticesit,thenthatwasher

problem.Probablyshewouldtakethatasacue,

andleaveearlysoJanecanfinishupwhatshe

started.

Herushedtothesittingroomandopenedthedoor

tofindhisparentsstandingathisdoor.

"Mummy,daddyiseverythingalright?"

"Allowmetogetinsidefirst,beforeyoubombard

mewithquestions"hismotherscolded,asshe

walkedpasthimintothesittingroom.Jefferygave



hisfatheraquestioninglookbutheonlyshrugged.

Hisparentswentinandhadtheirseats.

"Yourmotherhere,thinksyouareindangerand

decidedtocomewarnyou.Inthemiddleofthe

night"hisfatheremphasizedmakingaquotewith

hisfingers.

"Honeystopmakingitsoundsotrivial"hismother

protested."Icamebythistimebecauseitcouldn't

waitsoIdecideditbesttocomenow"

"InthemiddleofthenightRonke?Itoldyoulet'stell

himtomorrowmorningbutyourefused"

"Whyareyoucomplaining?It'snotlikeIforcedyou

tocome,youcouldhavejuststayedbackathome"

"Andhaveyoucomeouthereallbyyourself.Bythis



timeofthenight?"

"Thedrivercouldhavebroughtme,Idon'tknow

wh..."

"Mum,dadwhatisgoingon?"Jefferyknewhe

neededtostopthem,elsetheywillcontinueto

banterandforgetthathewasevenstandingthere.

"Askyourmother"

"Mummywhatiswrong?Whyareyouherebythis

time?"

"Jefferycomeandsitdown"hismothersaid.

Jefferytookaseatoppositehisparentsandwaited

patientlyforhismothertospeak.



"Ithinkyoumightbeindangerandthat'swhyI

decidedtocomeherethisnight"

"Mum,Istilldon'tunderstand.YouthinkI'min

dangerhow?"

"Ihadaveryterribledreamaboutyouthisnightand

Icouldn'tgobacktosleepsoIdecidedtocome

prayforyou.Thatremindsme,haveyousorted

thingsoutwithJanebecausethisinvolveshertoo?"

"Yes,JaneandIarebacktogether.ButIstilldon't

understandmebeingindanger"

"ThankGodyouhavereconciledwithJane,Iwasin

adream,andyoubothwereinserioustrouble.SoI

decidedtocomeoverandprayforyou"



"ButRonkecouldn'tyouhavesaidthisprayerat

home?"Hisfatheraskedinanger,clearlyhewasn't

happywithhiswife'sdecisionofdrivingdownto

theirson'splaceinthemiddleofthenight.

"ThenhowwouldIbeabletoanointhim?"His

motherasked."oyaJefferycomeandkneeldown

letmeprayforyou.WhenyouseeJane,tellherto

comeseeme.Ifshewasherenowitwouldhave

beenbetter.Butallthesamethespiritofthelord

knowsnodistance"

"sheisheremummy''

"Verygood.Oyagoandcallher,youbothneedthis

prayer"

JefferywentupstairstocallJane,whilehismother

startedsingingworshipsongs.Aminutelater,Jane

andJefferywerekneelingdowninfrontofhis



mother,whileshelaidhandsontheirheadsand

prayedwithallferventness.Castingandbinding

anyevilthatwantedtoharmhersonorhisgirlfriend.

Jeffreysfatherbackedherupbysayingamentoall

herprayers.

Assheprayed,sheanointedtheirheads,their

handsandtheirfeet.Declaringthattheirfeetwon't

takethemtoanevilplaceoraplaceofdestruction.

Whenshewasdonewiththeprayers,sheadvised

themtobeprayerfulandleftwithherhusband.

_______

*Thenextday*

"Hahahahahaha,thisissofunny,Iswear.Soyou

andJefferywereabouttohavesexwhenhis

mothercameknockingwithBibleandanointing

oil?"



"Amakastoplaughingabeg,ifyouhadseenuslast

night,youwouldhavepitiedus''Janewasbackat

theirapartment,andwastellingAmakawhathad

happenedthepreviousnightatJeffery'shouse.

"Hehehehehe....SoJeffrey'smotherwasbusy

panickingbecauseofthedreamshehadabouther

son,notknowinghewasbusyhavingagoodtime

withyou?Thisishilarious"

"Whatever,Idon'tevenknowwhyItoldyouanyway"

Janecouldn'tgetherselftolookatJeffery'smother

intheeyesaftertheprayer,becauseshewas

scaredthewomanmightseethroughherandknow

whatshewasabouttodobeforeshecame.

"I'msorry,butIjustcan'thelpit.Soafterherprayers,

didyoubothcontinuefromwhereyoustopped?''



"Amaka!Youdon'texpectustogobackand

continue,aftershehadfinishedfiringprayerson

ourheadsandpracticallybathinguswithanointing

oil"

"Hehehehehhehe,eyait'sJefferyIpity.I'mverysure

hewasalreadypreparinghismindtogetsome,only

forittobetruncatedwithprayers.Hahahahahaha"

"Willyoustoplaughingalready?"

"Norvexabeg.Butyoushouldcountyourselflucky

youknow?Howmanygirlshaveyoueverheard

saying;theirboyfriend'smotherprayedforthem?

Mostofthemareevenatloggerheadswiththeir

motherin-law.Andhereyouare,yourboyfriend's

mothercameknockinginthemiddleofthenight,

justbecauseshehadabaddreamaboutyouand

herson.ifitweretobemymothershewilltellher

sontostopseeingyou,becauseofthatdream.In

fact,shewilllabelyouawitch"



"YouarerightAmaka,noonehaseverprayedfor

melikeshedidlastnight.Thelasttimesomeone

prayedformewasattheorphanage.Ourmotherat

theorphanageusedtoprayoveruseverynight.But

eversinceshedied,Idon'tthinkanyonehasever

prayedforme"Janehadahintoflonginginher

voice,there'sneveradaythatgoesbythatshe

doesn'tmisshermotherattheorphanage.That

womannevermadeJanefeellikeshewasan

orphan.Shealwaysshoweredeachofthechildren

attheorphanagewithlove.

"Youreallymissher,don'tyou?"

"Everysingleday,Ithinkabouther.Ireallywishshe

washerewithme"

"Ithinksheis,youjustcan'tseeher.Youarenot

aloneJane"AmakahuggedJane.



"Thankyou.Enoughaboutme,sogistmewhathas

beengoingonwithyou,whatdidImiss?"

"Nothingmuch,justworkandnormalstuff"

"Thatisnewsheadline,Ineedthenewsindetails.

Isn'tthatwhatyoualwaystellme?Youdon'tlook

cheerful,soIknowsomethingisbuggingyou.Oya

starttalking"Janesatupstraightpreparingherself

forAmaka'sgist.

"Well,there'ssomethingyouneedtoknow"Amaka

itchedherearasshespoke.

"Whatisit?"

"First,youhavetopromisemeyouwon'tjudge?"



"Icrossmyheart"Janemadeacrosssignonher

chest.

"Okayheregoesnothing;I...sleptwithDele"she

avoidedJane'seyesasshespoke.

"Iknewthisalready,whydoyoufeelashamed

aboutit?"

"Youdoyou,whotoldyou?"

"Youofcourse,haveyouforgottenyoutoldme

aboutyouronenightstandwithhim?"

"No,thatwasdifferent"

"Wait,ithappenedagain?"



"Yeah,itdid"

"Whathappened?"

Amakawascomingbackfromwork,whenshe

decidedtomakeastopattheshoppingmalland

getherselfanewpairofsneakers.Shehasbeen

meaningtogetoneforsometimenow,andsince

shejustreceivedhersalaryforthemonth,she

mightaswelltreatherselftoanewsneakers.

ShewasstandinginfrontofaNikesneakers

wonderingifsheshouldtakeitornot,when

someonefrombehindsaid;"thosewilllookgoodon

yourfeet"

AmakaturnedtoseeDelestandingbehindher,

smiling.



"Thanks,butIdon'tneedyouropiniononwhichone

tobuy.IfIdid,Iwouldhaveaskedforit"Amaka

turnedtolookatothershoes.

"Comeon,youknowyouwantedtogetthem,just

goforit"

Amakadidn'treplyhim,shepickedanotherbrandof

sneakersandasshewasfeelingthesole,Delesaid;

"Thattoowilllookgoodonyou".Amaka

immediatelydroppeditandwentovertolookat

anothersneakers.

"AreyougoingtodropeverysneakersItellyouis

beautiful?"

"Whatisyourproblem?Don'tyouhavesomething

bettertodowithyourtime?AndyesIwilldrop

everysneakersyousayisbeautiful.Nowpleasego



andleavemealone"

"Why?"

"Whywhat?"

"WhywouldyoudropeverysneakersIsayis

beautiful?"

"Becauseyouhaveahorribletaste,andanything

yousayisbeautifulismostdefinitelynot!"

"SowhatifIsayyouarebeautiful?"

Amaka'shandspausedonthesneakersshewas

holding.SheturnedtolookatDelewhohada

seriouslookonhisface.



"Nicetry,butyougotitallwrong,I'mnotjust

beautiful,I'mgorgeous.Nexttimetrytogetitright"

shewalkedpasthimtothenextshelve.Dele

followedher.

"Youarenotjustgorgeous,butyouaredropdead

gorgeous"

Amakaturnedaroundandfacedhimagain."Okay

youhavemadeyourpoint.Sogo"shesaidshoving

himwithherhands.

"Dinner?"

"Excuseme?"

"Havedinnerwithme?ThereisthisnicerestaurantI

knowaroundthecorner,wecouldgogrababite

afteryouaredone"



"Thanksbut,nothanks"

"Comeon,youaregoingtolovetheirfoodI

promise"

"I'mnothungry,maybeanothertime"Amakapicked

upanothersneakerscheckingfortheprice.

"Howaboutwegofordrinksthen?"

"ComeDele,whatisyourproblem?Whyareyou

pesteringme?"

"BecauseyouhatemeandIdon'tknowwhy,I

wouldn'tnormallycareifitweresomeoneelsebut

youareJane'sfriendandthatmeanswewouldbe

seeingmoreofeachother,becausesheisdating

myfriend.Pleaselet'sjustsitandtalkaboutthis.I



promisetorightmywrongs.Please"hemadea

pleadingface.

"Alright,fine.Justadrink"

"Thankyou,andyouwouldalsoallowmetopayfor

yourshoes?"

"Ifyouwantto"

"Idowantto"

"Fine,thenIwillgoforthis"Amakapickedthefirst

pairofsneakersshewaslookingatwhenDele

camein.Sheactuallydroppeditbecauseofthe

pricetag,whobuysapairofsneakersforthirty

thousandnaira?definitelynotsomeonewhoearns

samesalaryasher.SinceDelewaspaying,she

mightaswelltakeit.Shewasn'tabouttotellhim



howshecouldaffordherownshoes.Ifhewanted

topay,thenlethimpay.

"Excellentchoice"Delesaid.

Theybothproceededtomakepaymentforthe

shoes.Thecashierwholookedlikeshewasin

desperateneedofamaninherlife,kepthittingon

Dele.

"Areyousurethatisallyouwouldbeneedingsir?"

SheaskedwithasultryvoiceasshehandedDele

backhiscard.

"Baby,wouldyouwanttohavesomethingelse?"He

turnedtolookatAmaka.Atfirstshewasconfused

anddidn'tknowwhattosaybutDelewinkedather

andshequicklyunderstood.



"Uhm..anotherpairwouldn'tbebad"shesaid

lookingatthecashierwhoalmostdiedofshame.

"Perhapsyoucouldcallsomeonetogetme

somethingsimilartothisbutinanothercolour,

probablyablack?"

"Yes..yesma.HeyMary,pleasecomegetour

customersapairofthisNikeshoesinblack"The

cashiercalledononeofthestoreattendants.

AmakaandDeletookaseat,whiletheladywentto

gettheshoe."Whydidyoudothat?"Amakaasked.

"Shewasoverdoingit,I'msorryIusedyouasan

escape"

"Noneedtoapologize,youarepayingmewith

anotherpairofsneakers"Amakasmiledtoherself.



"Yeahtrue.Soit'sawin-winsituationthen?"

"Yesitis"

Whentheyfinishedpayingforthesneakers,Amaka

followedDeletohiscarandhedrovethemtoa

nearbylounge.

"Whatwouldyouliketohave?"

"Ireallydon'tknow,somethingnottoohighon

alcoholmaybe"

"Howaboutsomeredwine?"

"Okay,sure"

Fewminuteslater,Delecamebackwithabottleof



redwineandtwoglasses.

"Soareyougoingtotellmewhyyouhatemeso

much?"heaskedastheywerehavingtheirdrink.

"Doyouneedask?Likeyoudon'talreadyknow?"

"NoIdon't.IfIdid,thenIwon'tbeasking"

"WellIhateyoubecauseyoutookmeforawhore

thefirsttimewemetattheclub"

"Idid?How?"

"Yesyoudid"

"NoIdidn't"



"Thenwhydidyouleaveanote,tellingmehow

muchyouenjoyedyourselfthepreviousnight,with

somemoneybythebedside?"

"BecauseIactuallydidenjoymytimewithyou,Ileft

youthemoneynotbecauseIthoughtyoutobea

whore,butbecauseIthoughtittobetherightthing

todosinceIwasleavingbeforeyouwokeup.IfI

hadmyway,Iwouldhavestayeduntilyouwokeup,

butIreceivedacallthatJefferywasincomasoI

hadtorushtothehospital"

"Ohreally?Soyounevermistookmeforawhore?"

"NoIdidn't,whywouldI?Wetalkedabouteach

other'sjobsremember?I'msorryifIgaveyoua

wrongimpression"

"I'msorryIsmashedyourwindscreen"Amaka



apologizedwithguilt.

Theybothdecidedtomovepasttheir

misunderstandingandenjoyedthenight.Andthen

chattedanddranklateintothenight.

DeledecidedtotakeAmakahomesinceitwaslate.

Onethingledtoanother,andbeforesheknewit,

theywereallovereachotherandwerehavingsex.

ThenextmorningwhenDelewokeup,he

apologizedtoAmakaforsleepingwithherandthat

theycouldn'tdate,becausehewasinarelationship.
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''Wait,isitthatthisDeleisconfused,orheisjust

playingwithyou?BecauseIdon'tunderstandwhy

heissoindecisive''

''Hesaid,heisinarelationshipanddidn'twantto

cheatonhisgirlfriend''Amakawasdeeplyhurtby

Dele'sactions,butshewasdonehatinghim.Ifhe

doesn'twanttohaveanythingseriouswithher,then

thatwashisloss.Shewasn'tgoingtoresenthim

anymore.

''Wellheshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbefore

havingsexwithyou.afterall,youwereonyourown

whenhekeptpesteringyou.Somuchforrighting

hiswrongs''Janescoffed.

''Janeit'sfine,youdon'thavetobeangry,itwasn't

likeherapedmeorsomething,itwasconsensual.I

didn'thavesexwithhimbecauseIwantedhimto



dateme.Soit'sfine''

''Amaka,I'mreallysorry.WhatcanIdotohelp?''

''Canyoufrymesomepotatoes?''Amakamadea

babyfaceasshespoke.

''justthat?''Amakanodded.''Alrightnoproblem''

Janewentintothekitchentofrysomepotatoes,

whileAmakalaidonthebedpressingherphone.

''Youknowmymotherisright,shealwayssaidIcan

neverholdanythinggood''Amakasaid.

''howdoyoumeanbythat?''Janeaskedfromthe

kitchen.

''lookatme,Ican'tholdagoodrelationship.I



haven'tbeeninastablerelationshipforuptosix

months''

''Amakadon'tsaythat,youhaven'tjustmettheright

personyet''

''orImightnevermeettherightperson''Amaka

spokewithsadness.

''don'tsaythat,youwilldefinitelymeettheperson

whotrulyunderstandsandlovesyou''

''maybeIamjustasunfortunateinloveasmy

mother''

''youarenotyourmother,what'supwithyouand

yourmotheranyway?''Janeaskedasshecame

backintotheroomwithaplatefilledwithfried

potatoes.



''Howdoyoumean?''Amakatooksomepotatoes

fromtheplateJanewascarrying.

''YouknowwhatIamtalkingabout,youwere

supposetocallyourmotherandsortthingsout

withher.Didyoudoit?''

Amakaandhermotherhasnotbeeningoodterms

foralongtime.AndJanehasbeentryingto

reconcilebothofthem.Theybarelyspoketoeach

other,withoutthemquarreling.Forthepastsix

years,Amakahasnotbeenhometoseehermother.

''callher,orsortthingsoutwithher?whichof

them?''

''both''



''wellIcalledher''Amakatookmorepotatoesfrom

theplate.

''And?''

''Whatdoyoumeanbyand?Sheisfineofcourse''

Amakasaiddismisively.

''Amakawhatisthematterbetweenyouandyour

mother,whyaren'tyoutwotalking?''

''ofcoursewetalk,didn'tyouhearwhenIsaidI

calledher?''

''Ihadtopracticallyforceyou,beforeyouagreedto

callher''

''Janepleaselet'senjoythisfoodinpeace,leave



thatwomanaloneabeg''

''Amakatellmewhatisgoingon?''

''Jane,youwon'tunderstand,justleavethatwoman.

Shewillbefine''

''Youknow,yououghttobeluckyyoustillhaveyour

mother?Mostofuswoulddoanythingtohaveour

motherstobewithus''

''Iknow,it'sjustthatmymotherknowshowtoget

onmynerves.IgotpregnantwhenIwas20years

old''Amakasaidcoldly.

''Areyouserious?Ineverknewaboutit''

''Yeah,that'sbecauseInevertoldyou,Ireallydon't



liketellinganyoneaboutit,IwasajambitewhenI

metSeun,hewasmymathtutorinmyjambtutorial.

Hewashandsomeandveryintelligentsowhenhe

askedmeout,Ifeltreallyhonoredanddidn't

hesitatetosayyestohim.Hewassosweetand

caring,healwayslookedoutformeandtookmeon

extraclasses.Ievenstartedunderstandingmy

coursesbetter.Wewereseeingsecretlyand

everythingwasgoingwellbetweenusuntilafterI

wrotemyjambandpostUTMEexams''

kindlyhinovelsrepubliconWhatsApponplustwo

threefoureightzerofivefiveeighteightnineone

rightthreetogetaddedtothenovelsgroup

''Whathappened?''

''Igotpregnant''Amakahadtearsinhereyesasshe

spoke,Janeofferedhersometissue.Shewipedher

tearswithit.

''WhenIfoundoutIwaspregnant,Idecidedto

informSeunaboutit.Hedeniedresponsibilityofthe



pregnancy.Hecalledmeseveralnames,andkicked

meoutofhisapartment.Thatwastheworstdayof

mylife.Iwenthomeanddecidedtohidethe

pregnancyfrommymotherbutafteramonth,she

noticed''

WhenAmaka'smotherfoundoutabouther

pregnancy,sheragedfireandbrimstone,howchild

ofherswasgoingtogetpregnantoutofwedlock.

SheaskedAmakawhowasresponsibleforher

pregnancyandwhensherefusedtotellher,she

beatitoutofher.

JustlikeeverytypicalNigerianparent,Amaka's

mothermarchedwithhertoSeun'shouseandwhen

theygotthere,hedeniedeverhavinganythingtodo

withher.

AfterallattempttomakeSeunacceptthe

pregnancyfailed,Amakaandhermotherwentback

homebutnotwithouthermotherinsultingherand



tellingwhatafailureshewas.

Fromthatdayonward,Amaka'smothermadesure

tomakethehousealivinghellforher.

''Whatofyourfather,whatdidhesayinallofthis?''

''YouknowmyparentsgotdivorcedwhenIwasstill

inprimaryschoolandaftertwoyears,myfather

remarriedandrelocatedtoanotherstate.Eversince

then,theyhaveneverbeeningoodterms.Sowhen

theissueofmypregnancycameup,shedidn't

mentionittohim''

''sowhathappenedafterSeundeniedthe

pregnancy?''

''mymotherinsistedIabortthepregnancy,butI

refused.Ididn'twanttoabortit,Iwantedtokeep



thepregnancy''.

Ontwodifferentoccasions,Amaka'smothertook

hertoanabortionclinicforhertoabortthe

pregnancy,andeachtime,Amakarefused.This

causedmoreproblemsforherandhermother.

Oneevening,hermothercalledherandwasbeing

allnicetoher.SheservedAmakasomefoodtoeat.

Amakawasconfusedbecausehermothernever

servedherbefore.

''sitdownandeatmydaughter''Hermothersaid,as

shepulledoutachairatthedinningtablefor

Amaka.

''IamsorryIhaven'tbeenagoodmothertoyou

lately,it'sjustthatIwasn'thappywithyoubeing

pregnant.Ineverthoughtthatyoumydaughterwill

getpregnantoutofwedlock.Butsinceyouhave



decidedtokeepthepregnancy,Iwillstandwith

you''

''thankyoumamaandIamsorryIgotpregnantout

ofwedlock''

''it'sfine,let'seatandthenwewillthinkofaway

forward''

Amakawassurprisedathermother'ssudden

changeinbehavior.Shewashappyhermotherwas

finallycomingaroundtotheideaofherbeing

pregnant.Theyatetogetherthatnightandtalked

abouthowtheyweregoingtoraisethechildwhen

it'sborn.

Laterthatnight,whenAmakawenttobed,she

startedfeelingdiscomfortinherlowerabdomen.

Sheignoredit,thinkingitwassomethingtrivial.But

atmidnight,thepainsbecametoointenseandshe



startedbleeding.Hermotherrushedhertothe

hospital.

Whentheygottothehospital,thedoctorstoldthem

that,Amakahadlostherpregnancy.Shewastoldit

wascausedbytheabortionpillshetook.

''Inevertookanyabortionpill''Amakaargued.

''butthetestresultshowsthatyoutooksomething

thataidedtheabortion''

Itwasthenitdawnedonherthathermotherhad

lacedthefoodsheatewithanabortionsubstance.

Whenshewasalonewithhermother,she

confrontedher.

''mamadidyougivemeabortionpillswithoutmy

knowledge?''



''it'sforthebestmydaughter,nowyouarefreeto

chaseyourdreamswithoutanyuselesschild

draggingyoudown.Idon'twantyoutomakethe

samemistakeImade''

Amakacouldn'tbelievehermothercoulddo

somethingashurtfulaskillingherunbornchild.She

madeuphermindnotspeaktohermotheragain

fromthatday.

''sowhatdidyoudoafteryougotdischargedfrom

thehospital?''Janeasked.

''fewweekslater,myjambresultscameoutandI

passed,Ilatergotadmissiontostudymass

communicationintheUniversityOfLagos.Ipacked

mythingsandcametoLagosandIneverwentback

homesincethen''



''ohAmakaIamsosorry,itmusthavebeenvery

hardforyou''

''thankyou.Soyouseewhywecan'tbeingood

terms?WheneverIrememberwhatshedid,allIjust

wanttodoiskillher.Toavoidthat,Ihadtogovery

farfromher''

''sorrydearbutIthinkyoushouldsettlethingswith

hersoyoucanhavepeaceofmind''

''gosettlewithyoursisterfirstbeforeyoucancome

andadviseme''

.

.

WhatcanyousayaboutAmaka'smotheraction,

wassherightwiththeactionshetookaboutthe

pregnancy?
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"Babeyoudon'thavetobegrumpynow,Iwillbe

backbeforeyouknowit"Jefferywastravellingout

ofthecountryforbusiness,andeversincehetold

Janeabouthistravelplans,shehasnotbeenhappy

aboutit.

Theirrelationshipwasblossomingwitheach

passingday.Janehasalreadystartedgoingto

therapy.Andsofar,shehasbeenmakingprogress

inherrelationshipwithJefferyandhersisteras

well.Shehasbeensleepingwelltoo,andher

nightmareshavereduced.Nolongerwassheat

fearofanythingoranyoneharmingher.



"OneweekisalongtimeJeff"Janepouted.

"Youcouldcomewithmeifyouwant"

"YouknowIcan't,Ihavejobinterviewstogofor"

"Iknow.YouknowIwon'tgoifIcanhelpit.ButI

reallyneedtoattendthisconference.Ipromiseto

comebackimmediatelytheconferenceisover.

Comeon,smilenow"hewalkedtowhereshewas

standinganddrewhertohimselfwrappinghis

handsaroundherwaist."Ipromise...''kiss...''to''

kiss....''comeback.....assoon''...kiss...''asIcan"he

tookoutakeywithaheartshapedkeyholderfrom

hispocketandhandedittoher.

"Whatisthisfor?"Janeasked.

"Well...thatisthekeytothishouse,Iknowyouhave



toldmeseverallythatyoucan'tmovein,butIwant

youtohaveyourownkey,soyoucanalwayscome

inwheneveryouwant,evenwhenI'mnotaround.

YoucanevenstayherewhileI'mawayifyouwant"

"Youwantmetohavethekeytoyourhouse?"Jane

askedindisbelief.

"Yeah,Ihavebeenthinkingtogiveittoyoufora

whilenow.Soit'syourstokeep"heplacedthekey

inherpalm.

"WowJeff,thanksbutIdon'tthinkIliketheideaof

beingherealonewhenyouareaway"

"YoucouldaskAmakatocomeoverandstaywith

youifyouwant?ButpleasedostayherewhileI'm

gone.Mymindwillbeatrestknowingyouarehere"



"Youneednotworrybaby,Ipromisetostaysafe.

BesidesyouhaveBlackandhismenwatchingme

likeahawkalready.Soputyourmindatease"

"Pleasejusttellmeyouwillthinkaboutit?UntilMr

Okafor'ssonisfound,andweknowthatheno

longerposesathreattoyoursafety,I'mnotwilling

totakeanychances"

"AlrightIwillthinkaboutit,meanwhiledinneris

ready"Janescoopedoutsomeofthericeshejust

finishedcookingonaplate,whileJefferyhelpedto

setthetable.Whentheysatdowntoeat,Jeffery

blessedthefood.

Whiletheyate,theyheardaknockonthedoor,

Jefferygotuptoseewhoitwas."Michael,what's

up?"

"Heyguy,Irememberedyouhaven'tgivenmethe



filecontainingthedocumentsforthefishfarm

investment,Idecidedtocomepickitupbeforeyou

leftforyourtriptomorrow"MichaelandJeffery

weregoingintofishfarmingtogether.

"OhI'msorry,Itotallyforgot.Docomein"Michael

followedJefferytothediningroom.''Justgivemea

minute,letmequicklygetit''Jefferywentupstairs

togetthedocuments.

"HelloJane,howareyoudoing?"

"HeyMichael,I'mdoingokay.Goodevening.And

howisAnitaandthebaby?"

"Theyaredoingokay,sorrytointerruptyourdinner

butIneedsomedocumentsfromJeffery"

"Ohit'snoproblematall,howaboutyoujoinusfor



dinner?Havesomethingtoeatbeforeyouleave?"

''asmuchasIwouldlovethat,I'msorryIwould

havetodecline.Mywifehassomethingcooking

already.Ineedenoughroomforit,elseIwillbe

askingfortrouble''

''Itrulyunderstand''Nowomanwouldlikeherman

toeatelsewherewhenshehassomethingprepared

already,especiallynotAnita.

"Jefferytoldmeyouresignedfromyourjoband

lookingforanotherone?"MichaelaskedasJane

gotupandservedhimsomeorangejuice.

"YeahIamcurrentlyjobhunting"shetookherseat

andcontinuedtoeat.

"Well,Ihappentobeinneedofapersonalassistant,



wouldyoubeinterestedworkingforme?"

"Really?OfcourseIwouldlovetoworkforyou.But

thatofcoursedependsonifyoufindmequalified

forthejob"

"HowaboutyoucomebytheofficewithyourCV

tomorrowby10am?"

"Thatworksforme,thankyousomuchMichael''

''youarewelcome''

"WhatdidImiss?"Jefferyaskedashecameback

withafilewhichhehandedtoMichaelbeforetaking

hisseat.

"Michaelhere,saidheisinneedofapersonal



assistantandwouldliketointerviewmetomorrow"

Janesaidgleefully.

"Wowthat'snice,thanksman,whataboutyour

assistant?''

''sheresignedlastweek,herfamilyrelocatedto

anotherstate.SoI'minneedofanassistantlike

yesterday.SoJaneIwillbeexpectingyoutocome

fortheinterviewtomorrow?''Michaelstoodupto

takehisleave.

''yes,Iwillbethere''

Michaelbadethemgoodnightandleftforhishouse.

"So.....nowthatwearealone,Ihaveafew

suggestionsofwhatwecoulddo"Jefferysaidas

hehelpedJanetodothedishes.



"NoIsuggestwegofinishupwithyourpacking"

"Wellthereisthat,butIhavebetterthingsinmind

thatwecoulddotogether"hesaidsmiling.

"Isthatso?"Janestoodinhisfrontstaringintohis

eyes."AndwhatexactlyisthatJeff?"

"Wellforstarters,Ihavebeenplanningtodothisall

evening"hebentdownandkissedher.

"WhenyoukissmelikethatItendtoforget

whateveritisIhadplannedout"Janesaidastheir

lipsparted.

"Wasthatenoughtomakeyouforgetabout

packing?"Heasked.



"Nope,Ithinkyouwouldhavetotryalittleharder

thanthatMr.Jeffery"

"Howaboutthis?"Hekissedheragain,thistimeit

wasslowandsensuous,asheteasedherwithhis

tongueandthenbitherlowerlipandasJane

leanedincloserformore,hestopped.

"Iguessthatwasgoodenoughtomakeyougiveup

thepackingideafornow?"

"Ifyoucontinuekissingmelikethat,youmightnot

packatall"

"Ilikethesoundofthat"Jefferyliftedheroffthe

floorandshewrappedherlegsaroundhiswaist

andtheycontinuedkissing.Hecarriedhertothe

sittingroomwheretheycontinuedtomakeout.



Thenextmorning,JaneaccompaniedJefferytothe

airportandafterhehadboardedhisflight,she

decidedtoheadovertoMichael'sofficeforher

interview.

"HelloJane,it'snicetoseeyouagaindohaveasit"

Michaelgreetedasshewalkedintotheoffice.

"Thankyou"

"AreyouherewithyourCV?"

"Yes"JanetookoutherCVfromherbagand

handeditovertoMichaelwhoperuseditbefore

handingitovertoher.

"Whenwouldyouliketostart?"



"What?"Janeaskednotquitehearinghimclearly.

"Iaskedwhenyouwouldliketostartworkingasmy

assistant?"

"Justlikethat?Aren'tyougoingtoaskmeany

questions?"

"Therewillbenoneedforthat,Ialreadyhavethe

answerstowhatIneed"

"Buthowdoyouknowthat?"

"WellIcalledyourformeremployerearlierthis

morning,andshesaidIwouldbeafoolnottohire

you"



"YoucalledVivian?"

"Yes,andlet'sjustsay;youcamestrongly

recommended.Soyou'rehired"

"ThankyousomuchMichael.IsitokayifIcallyou

byyourfirstnamenowthatyouaremyemployer?"

"Yesplease,Iwouldpreferyoucallmebymyfirst

name.Canyoustartworktomorrow?"

"Yessure,tomorrowisfinebyme"

"Alrightthen,pleasemeetwiththeHR,shewillgive

yousomeformtofillout.Thereceptionistwillshow

youtoheroffice"

"ThankyousomuchMichael"



"YouarewelcomeJane"

WhenJanewasdonewithherdocumentation,she

checkedherphonetofindatextmessagefrom

Amaka,askinghertomeetherattheirapartment.

Janetriedcallingherbacktoknowifallwaswell

becauseitwasonaWednesdayandAmakawas

supposedtobeatwork.

Amakawasn'ttakinghercallssoJanedecidedgo

downtotheirapartmentanywaybecauseshe

neededtopickupsomeofherthingsthatshe

wouldbeneedingwhileshewasatJeffrey'splace

andalsousetheopportunitytotellAmakaabout

hernewjob.

Whenshegotthere,theapartmentlookedlikeithad

beenturnedupside.JaneknewAmakawasn'ta

neatfreakbutshewasn'talsoknowntobe



scatteringthingsandnotarrangingthemback,it

didn'tmakesense.Janeknewsomethingwas

wrongbecausetheirdressingmirrorwasbroken.

ShecalledAmaka'snamebuttherewasno

response.

WherewasAmaka?Whydidsheasktomeether

hereifshewasn'taround?Jane'ssixthsensetold

hersomethingwasn'tright.

Sheopenedthekitchendoortofindherworst

enemystaringather.

"HelloJane,longtimenosee"

Janecouldn'tbelievewhatshewasseeing,orcould

itbeshewasprobablyhallucinating?HowwasMr.

Okafor'ssonabletofindher?



"Timothy?"Sheaskedinshock.

"It'smebaby,fleshandblood.Imustsay,youhave

reallyblossomedoverthesepastfewyears"he

movedclosertoherashespoke,itwasthen,she

sawAmakainacornerofthekitchen,hermouth

wasgagged,handsandlegsweretied.Shereally

lookedtobeinseriouspains.ThismadeJanegasp.

"Ohdon'tyouworryabouther,shewillbefine.

That'sifyoucooperate"heraisedhisshirttoreveal

apistoltuckedinthewaistofhistrouser.

"Pleasedon'thurther,Ipromisetodoanythingyou

want"

"Good,Icanseethatyouhavebecomemore

obedient,Ilikethat.Now,Iwantyoutoturnaround

andwearegoingwalkoutofthisroomlikegood

buddiesthatweare,nofunnyactoryourfriendwill



payforit.Isthatunderstood?"

"Yes,yes"Janewasbreathingheavilyasshespoke.

Sheknewshehadtodosomethingbutcouldn't,for

Timothywaswithagun,soherchancesofwinning

againsthimwereslimandtherewasAmakato

consider.

"Iwillgowithyouononecondition"

"ImaketheconditionshereJane,notyou.Now

move!"hepushedher.

"It'smeyouwant,nother.SolethergoandIwillgo

withyou"sheinsisted.

"Ihavenointentionoftakingherwithme,nowmove

.Idon'thaveallday"hepushedhertowardsthe

doorandsteppedbehindher."Nowrememberto



actnatural,noonemustsuspectathing,ifyouas

muchastrytobreatheaword,youwouldbelong

deadbeforeanyoneeventhinksofhelpingyou"

Janenoddedinagreementandwalkedoutofher

apartmentasTimothywalkedbesideherusingone

handtoholdheronherarmandtheotherdiscreetly

touchingthepistolinhistrouser.

Heledhertoacarheparkedacrossthestreet,

whichalreadyhadadriverwaitinginit.Janecould

sightBlackherbodyguard,arguingwithsomeone.

Andfromwhatshecouldsee,itlookedlikethe

personbashedhiscarfrombehind.Shekept

lookinginhisdirectionhopinghewouldseeher,but

whoeverhewasarguingwith,hadhisfullattention.

TimothyopenedthedoorforJanetogetinanddid

samealmostimmediately.Thecarzoomedoffeven

beforehegottoshutthedoor.



"Everythinggoingaccordingtoplan?"Thedriver

whohadameanlookonhisfaceasked.

"Yes"Timothyresponded

Jane'smindracedastheydrove,whatwerethey

goingtodotoher?SherememberedJeffery,what

wasgoingtobecomeofhimiftheykillher?Maybe

hemighttrytorescueher,butthenhewasn'teven

inthecountry,hewasfarawayacrossthe

Caribbean.Beforehearrives,shemighthavebeen

longdead.
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Jane'smindracedastheydrove,whatwerethey

goingtodotoher?SherememberedJeffery,what

wasgoingtobecomeofhimiftheykillher?Maybe

hemighttrytorescueher,butthenhewasn'teven

inthecountry,hewasfarawayacrossthe

Caribbean.Beforehearrives,shemighthavebeen

longdead.

Janepanicked,sheknewsheneededtofindaway

toescapefromthemsoshedecidedtoengage

Timothyinaconversation.

"Whereareyoutakingme?"

"Youwillfindoutwhenwegetthere"

"Howisyourmother?"

"Sheisdead"Timothyspokewithoutanyiotaof



emotion.

"I'msorryforyourloss"

Inresponse,Timothyhitherhardonherhead,this

causedJanetopassout.

Blackknewtheguyhithisbackbumperonpurpose,

andwiththewayhekepttryingtoengagehimina

conversation,itwasobvioushewastryinghardto

distracthim.

"I'mverysorrysir"themiddleagedmanapologized

toBlackasheexaminedthedamagedone.

''It'sfine,nomuchdamagewasdone''

"I'msorry,Ihavehadalittletoomuchtodrink"the



manapologized.

Blacktookalookathiswristwatch,itwasbarely

12noon,averyoddtimetodrinkatall,talkmoreof

gettingdrunk.Andsecondlynodrunkdriverever

admitsheisdrunk.

"It'sfinenoproblem,youcango"

"Nosir,letmefixit"

"Noyoudon'thavetoworry,youcango"

"NosirIinsist,Iknowagoodmechanicjustdown

theroad,I'msurehewillbeabletofixit"

"AndIinsistyougo,beforeIreportyoufordrunken

driving!"



ThedriverseeingBlack'smeanface,apologized

andretreatedtohiscar.Blackimmediatelysensed

somethingwasamiss.HequicklyrushedtoJane's

apartment.Heknockedseverallyandwhenthere

wasnoresponse,hetookouthisgun,andkicked

thedooropentofindtheroomhasbeenturned

upsidedown.Heheardamuffledsoundcoming

fromthekitchen,herushedtheretofindabound

Amakasittinginacornerofthekitchenfloor,

strugglingtofreeherself.

Blackrushedtohersideanduntiedher."Hehasher,

weneedtosaveher"Amakacriedout.

"Who?Doyouknowtheperson?"

"MrOkafor'sson,hehasJane"Amakagaspedfor

breathasshespoke.Blackgothersomewaterto

drink,Amakatooksomesips.Shetriedgettingup,



butwasgreetedbythepainsonherkneeandankle.

Blackhelpedhertothebedroom,andhelpedherto

sitonthecouch."Ineedyoutotellmeeverything

thathappened"Blackpacedtheroomashespoke.

Hecouldn'tbelievehehadbeensostupidtoallow

himselftobedistractedbythatguy.NowJanethat

hehasbeenassignedtoprotect,hasbeen

kidnapped.

"Iwasabouttoleaveforwork,whenIheardaknock

onthedoor,Ithoughtitwasthecaretaker,because

Icalledhimabouttheplumbingissuewewere

having,andhepromisedtocomecheckitthis

morning.SoIopenedthedoor"

Amakaopenedthedoortofindthisstrangeguy

whoshedidn'tknow,standingatherdoor.

"Yes?Goodmorning?"sheasked,notmakingany



efforttoallowhiminside.

"GoodmorningAmaka"

"Sorry,butdoIknowyou?"Amakaasked

"I'mquitesureyourfriendmusthavetoldyouabout

me"thestrangerpushedhiswaypastAmakainto

theroom.

"Excusemeyoudon'tjustbargeinto...."Amakawas

stilltalkingwhenthestrangerpointedagunather.

"I'msureyouwouldn'twantmetousethis,close

thedoorquietlyandcomein"heinstructed.Amaka

didasshewastold,hereyesnotleavinghishands.

Assheclosedthedoor,shethrewthehotchocolate

shehadinthemugshewasholdinginhisface.And

ashestruggledtocleanhisface,hisgunfellfrom



hishandsandAmakatookthatopportunitytograb

astoolfromthedressingtabletohithimwithit,but

hecaughtherhandsmidaircausingthestoolto

swingoffherhandsandbreakthedressingmirror.

Thestranger,caughthertwohands,andjustthen,

Amakabithisrighthand.Thisforcedhimtoleave

herhands.Shetriedpickingupthestoolagain,as

thatseemstobetheonlyweaponclosesttoher.He

caughtherhandsagainandthistimearound,he

twistedthembehindher.

"Youthinkyouaresmart,don'tyou?"Amakadidn't

sayaword,shewasbusycalculatinghernextmove.

Thestrangerturnedheraroundtofacehim."What

doyouhopetoachieve?"

Amaka'srightkneeconnectedwithhisgroinand

sheimmediatelyrantothekitchentogetaknife,

buthewasbehindherinnotime.Andthistime,he

slappedherhardcausingAmakatofalltothefloor.



Hetookouthisbeltandfloggedherseverally,

makingsureshewasnolongerstrongenoughto

fighthim,beforetyingherhandsandherlegsand

thengaggedhermouth.

"Nowlistengood,I'mnothereforyoubutyour

friend.Soyoucansaveyourtaekwondoskillsfor

someothertime.NowcooperatewithmeandIwill

beoutofyourfaceinnotime.Butifyoucontinueto

provestubborn,I'mnotassuringyouIwillcontinue

tobeagentleman.Isthatclear?"

Amakaseeingshestoodnochanceofwinninghim,

noddedherresponse."Good,nowwhereisyour

phone?"Amakamadeamuffledsound,whichhe

couldn'thear,sohehadtoremovethegagfromher

mouth.

"It'sinmyhandbagonthedresser"shewincedin

painasshespoke.



Hereplacedthegagonhermouthandwenttothe

dresserandtookoutherphonefromthebag.

"NowI'mgoingtobesendingyourbeautifulfrienda

message,askinghertomeetyouhere"

AsAmakanarratedherordealtoBlack,hecould

seeshewasinpains,shehadafewbruisesonher

faceandherhands.Heneededtotakehertothe

hospital.

"Ithinkweshouldtakeyoutoahospital,togetyour

injurieschecked"

"WhataboutJane?weneedtosaveher"

"I'mcallingmyagencyalready,wearegoingtohunt

thatbastarddownandgetJaneback"Hetriedto



helpherup.

"No!WehavetosaveJane.Ithinkweneedto

informJeffery"Amakaprotested.

"Heisoutofthecountryonabusinessassignment"

Blacktoldherashetriedgettinghertostandup.

"ThenweinformhisfriendsDeleandMichael.I'm

sorrybutIcan'tgotothehospitaljusttotakecare

ofmyminorwoundswhilemyfriendisingrave

danger"

"Verywellthen,wewillinformthem"

"Good,IthinkweshouldinformDelefirst"

OntheirwaytoDele'soffice,Blackcalledhisoffice



andinformedthemaboutthesituationofthings

andtheyswungintoactionoffindingJane

Immediately.

WhentheyarrivedDele'soffice,hewasinameeting

sotheyhadtowaitalittlewhilebeforehecameout

tomeetthem.

"HelloAmaka,thisissureasurprisevisit"The

momenthesawAmaka'sbruises,hequicklywent

toherside."Areyouokay?Whodidthistoyou?"He

examinedAmaka'sfaceashespoke."Wait,didhe

dothistoyou?"DelefacedBlackwithanangrylook

onhisface.

"I'mfineDele,hedidn'tdoanyofthesetome.We

areherebecausewehavesomethingvery

importanttotellyou"

"Whatisthat?"Deleaskedlookingconfused.



"Gooddaysir,mynameisagentBlack"Black

extendedhishandstoDeleforahandshake"I'mthe

bodyguardMr.JefferyassignedtoprotectJane"

DeleshookBlack'shand"GooddayBlack,Inever

knewJefferyassignedabodyguardtowatch

Jane?"

"Yeshedid"Amakasaid.

"Whateverfor?Ithoughtthepaparazzi'swereno

longerafterher?"Deleasked.

"Well..itwasn'tjustbecauseofthepaparazzi,he

wasprotectingherfromadangerouspersonwho

hasnowkidnappedher"

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"



"Janehasbeenkidnapped!"Amakacriedout.

"Areyoujokingorwhat?WhatdoyoumeanbyJane

hasbeenkidnapped?"Deleaskedinshock.

"I'mafraid,sheisnotjoking,missJanehasactually

beenkidnapped.Butyouneednotpanic,myagency

isworkingongettingherback"Blacksaid,ashe

triedtocalmbothAmakaandDele.

"So,ifIgetyoucorrectly,someonehasbeenafter

Jane,soJefferyhiredyoutowatchher,andnow

shehasbeenkidnappedbythatsameperson?"

"Youareverycorrectsir"Blacksaid.

"Ohmygoodness,howdidthishappen?"Dele

pacedhisofficeasAmakanarratedeverythingthat



happenedtohim.

"Wemustinformthepoliceatonce"Delepickedup

hisphoneashespoke.

"I'mafraidthatwon'tbeagoodidea"saidBlack.

"Whatdoyoumeanbythat?"

"Informingthepoliceisn'tgoingtohelpmatters"

"Butthepoliceneedstobeinformedofwhatis

goingon,ifanythingistogobywiththewayyou

handledbodyguardingher,thenwewouldbe

needingthehelpofthepolicetogetherback"

"Itotallygetyourpointsir,butwithwhatIhave

cometoknowaboutthisguy,hedoeshavean



informantinthepolice.Sothatmeanswhenwedo

report,heismostlikelytoknowandthatwon'tbe

good"

DeleknewBlackwasright,thisisacaseof

kidnappingandifJane'skidnappersheardthatthey

reportedittothepolice,thatwillendangerJane's

lifeallthemore."Iguessyoudohaveapoint.So

whatdowedonow?"

"Wewait"

"What?"DeleandAmakaaskedthisatthesame

time.

"Wecan'tjustfoldourarmsandwait,wehavetodo

something"Amakaargued.

"Wearenotgoingbedoingnothing,myagencyis



alreadyworkingontrackinghimdown,whilewe

alsowaitandseeifhecontactsanyofus"

"Andifhedoesn't?"Deleasked.

"Let'shopehedoes,westandabetterchanceof

trackinghimifhecontactsus"

"OhGodpleasesavemyfriend"Amakatookto

pacingtheroomassheprayed.WhileDeledialed

Michaeltoinformhimofwhatwasgoingon,

Jeffery'stripistwelvehourslong,hehasn'tlanded

theCaribbeanyet,sohewon'tbeabletoreachhim.

*********************************

WhenJefferylandedattheairport,thefirstthing

thatcametohismindwastocallJane,buthe

decidedtogettohishotelroomfirst.Hewasjust

checkingintothehotel,whenhisphonerang.

"Hello?"Heanswered.



"HeyJeffery,finallyIhavebeenabletoreachyou"

Delesaid.

"Ijustlandedafewminutesago,what'stheurgency,

iseverythingokay?"

"I'mafraidnot"

"Whatisit?whathappened?"

"Janehasbeenkidnapped"

Jeffery'smindstartedracingfast,"whatdidyoujust

say?Whendidthishappen?"

"Earliertoday"



"Whatofherbodyguard,wherewashe?"Dele

explainedeverythingthathewastold,toJeffery.

"I'monmyway"Jefferyimmediatelygrabbedhis

bagandstartedtoleavetheroom.

.

.

TheBattleLineHasBeendrawn.




