
UNTILYOUAREMINE

introduction

MynameisNokhanyaSkhosana.Iam17Years

oldandturning18inamonth’stime,iama

pureNdebelegirlmeaningbothmyparentske

maTebele.Ihave2brotherstheeldestis

Thandoheis30yearsold,hisalawyerand

married.Helivesabitfarfromushelivesat

Richardsbay.Theotherbrotherihavehisname

isLunga,heis20YearsoldandisStudying

ElectricalEngineeringatTheUniversityof

Stellenbosch.IlivewithbothmyParents,my

FatherisaHeartsurgeonandmymotherisa

Financialadvisorandhasherowncompany.

Yesihaveeverythingineedandigeteverything

thatiwant.I’mevenatoneofthebestPrivate

schoolsinSouthAfrica.Youreadthatand

probablythinkthatimoneluckygirl,butlifeat

homeisnotacrystalstairithastagsinit.Ilove



mymotherwithallmyheartsheisthesweetest

thingthathaseverhappenedtoplanetearth.I

alsolovemybrothersalthoughidon’tseethem

thatmuch.UnfortunatelyIcannotsaythesame

withmyFatherbecauseheisaruthlessman.

Weallfearmyfatherhelldareifearhimmore

thanGodrightnow.Hehasacontrolling

behaviour,heisemotionallyandphysically

abusiveespeciallytomeandmymother

becausewelivewithhim.Wheniwas16iwas

admittedatahospitalfor+-4monthsbecause

ofclinicaldepressionthatbroughtmeaMental

disordercalledaPanicdisorder.Inolonger

functionlikeanormalhumanbeingbecause

thatconditionhasruinedmylifeinwaysi

cannotexplain.Myfathertakesmetosomeold

womaninKwaNdebeleforvirginitytesting

everymonthjusttomakesurethatI’mstilla

Virgin.MybigbrotherThandonevervisitshome

becausemyfatherhateshiswife,mybrother

marriedaTswanagirlinsteadofaNdebelegirl



likemyfatherwanted.MyfatherforcedThando

tostudylaw,thenforcedLungatostudy

engineeringandnowhewantstoforcemeto

studymedicinewhenigotoVarsityandidon’t

likeMedicine.

[01/10,17:20]Ron:#1

Iwaswokenupthatmorningbymyphonethat

didn’twannastopringingundermypillow.Iput

myhandundermypillowandtookitout.I

answeredwithoutlookingatthecallerID.

Me:Hello..

Voice:stilllazytowakeupat6amisee…

Itwasmybigbrother

Me:idon’twork,schoolsareclosedsoidon’t

seeanyreasonformetowakeupat6am

Helaughed

Him:HowareyoudoingTwana?



Me:iamdoingfine,andpleasestopcallingme

thatiamoldnow.

Him:Howoldareyouagain?12?

Me:MxmI’m17andturning18inamonth’s

time

Him:Ohwsorryiforgot

Me:YeahwhateverThando

Helaughedagain.

Him:Ain’tyouanxiousabouttomorrow?

Tomorrowiamgettingmyprogressreportcard.

Me:I’monlyanxiousaboutphysics.rememberi

toldyouthatihadaseriousanxietyattack

wheniwaswritingit?

NowApanicdisorderisamentaldisorderthat

bringsaboutrecurringpanicattacks/Anxiety

attacks.ItisTriggeredbystressordepression

andinmycaseigotitfromClinicaldepression.

Wheniwas16myAnxietyattackswheresevere



thatihadtomissschool.Althoughananxiety

attackisnotdeadlybutthesymptomsarethe

onesthatareunpleasant,whereyourheart

beastsveryfastasiflikeit’sgonnabreak,you

hyperventilate,Chestpains,sweatyhandsand

thekillerofthemallistheinsanityfeeling.It

alsobroughtaboutAgoraphobia(Fearofbeing

inpublic)icouldn’tgotoschoolortown,or

anythingbecauseiwasscaredthatI’llgeta

panicattackandpeoplewillthinkiamcrazy.

TheyarenotgonebutIseeashrinkeverynow

andthentohelpmelivewiththemanditake

Antidepressants

.Thedoctorwentasfarasgivingmean

AsthmainhalerIncaseihyperventilate.

Him:Youstillhavethosethings?

Me:Theyare“Notthosethings”Anxietyattacks

arerealandtheycanruinyourlife.

Him:iknowandI’msorry.

Me:AnywayhowIsKholo?



Him:She’sfinejustworkkeepingherbusy.

Me:Youguysshouldvisit

Him:Doesyourdadstillliveathome?

Me:Yesthatguystillliveshere.

Him:Theniwon’tcome..

Me:But

Him:Twanahehatesmywife,rememberwheni

broughtKholotointroducehertothefamilyfor

thefirsttime?

Me:Yairemember

Him:Thenyouknowwhyineverwannacome

andvisit

Itsjustsosadthatican’tseemybrother.

Him:LookihavetogoI’llcallyoulater

Me:Okay

Him:iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.



Ihungupandputmyphoneontheside.

Someoneknockedonmydoor.

Me:Comein..

Mymomwalkedin..

Her:Goodmorning

Shecametokissme,andsqueezemeandall

that.

Me:Mommyyouneedtostopdoingthattoo.I

amnotababyikeepontellingyoupeople.

Her:Butyouaremylastborn.Soyou’llalways

bemybaby..

Me:Mxm…

Him:Whyareyouupsoearly?Phelawenayou

neverwakeupthisearlyunlessyougoingto

school

Me:IwaswokenupbyThando,hecalledme.

Her:Ohhhthat’snice,howishe?

Me:Hisfinejustthatimisshimandiwishhe



couldvisitmeorigoandvisithim.

Herubbedmythigh.

Her:iknowbabyandI’msorry..

Me:Whereisyourhusband?

Her:Khanyo..

Me:What?Heisyourhusbandain’the?You

marriedhim.

Her:wellmyhusbandiseatingbreakfast

Me:I’mgonnaskipbreakfastI’vejustlostmy

Appetite.

Her:Khanyoiknowthatyoudon’tlikeyour

fatherbuthistryingtogiveyouthebest.He

wantsthebestforyou..

Me:Bestforme?Orbestforhim?

Her:Sometimesiforgethowstubbornyouare..

Me:Whydidyouevenmarrytheguy?

Her:imarriedhimbecauseilovehim..



Isentoutamockinglaugh

Me:allalongithoughtyoumarriedhimbecause

ofthismoney.

Her:KodwaKhanyoihavemyownmoney.

Me:Worseyouevenhave3childrenbyhim.

Shegavemeaseriouslook

Her:I’mstillyourMother,sowatchyourmouth.

Istoodupandwenttothebathroomtobath.I

cannotwaittodomyGrade12nextyearthen

aftergotoVarsityandcutMyfatheroutofmy

lifeforgood.Iknowrightnowheprobably

thinkshisgonnapayformyVarsityfeesbutI’ll

makesurethatigetabursaryidon’twantthat

guypayingforanythingofmine……

Afterbathingiwentandgotdressed.Iworea

blueshortwithawhitevest.Iputonmy

sneakersandaveryshortjacket.Ihavelong

naturalhairsoijustdidaponytail.Mycell

phonebeepedanditwasaWhatsAppmessage



fromthe“Bitchezclub”…Nowa”Bitchezclub”

isaWhatsAppgroupbetweenmeandmy2

bestiesTiffanyandCharlene.Wehavebeen

friendssincefromGrade8,andweallinthe

sameclass.

******WhatsApp*******

Tiff:Bitchez!!!!!

Charl:Wadupbitch?

Tiff:Ican’tcomplainandyou?

Charl:I’msexyasalways.

Tiff:Whereistheotherbitch?

Charl:She’ssleepingyouknowhowlazysheis

whenitcomestogettingupearlyinthe

morning.

Tiff:Totallyforgot

Me:KeeptalkingBitchezandseeifiwon’tdoa

drivebyatyourplaces

Tiff:Adrivebyyouwish,Bitchyoudon’teven



haveacar!

Charl:Soit’ssafetosayyou’lldoa“Passby”

Tiff:Lol!

Me:Whateverbitch!

Tiff:Atwhattimeisthedancepractice?

Charl:10ambasketballcourt.

Tiff:Don’tbelate

Me:AndI’llbeanAudienceasalways.

Tiff:Kaywhenareyougonnastartdancing

again?

Myfriendsarewhite,theyfinditveryhardto

pronouncemynamesotheycallmeKay.

Charl:Youoneofthebestdancerswe’vehadin

ourteamKay,yougottstocomebackdoll.

Me:I’llthinkaboutit.WithmyPanicdisorder

andEverythingyallknowhowroughitis..

Tiff:Whatdidyourshrinksay?



Me:Westilldoingafewsessions

Charl:Dotheyhelp?

Me:Yatheydo.

Tiff:That’sgoodtohear.Atleastthere’shope..

Me:igottstogoBitchez

Charl:Alrightbitchiseeyou(iloveyou)

Me:Iseeyoutoo(iloveyoutoo)

Tiff:

Me:

IclosedWhatsAppthenlockedmyphoneand

putitinmypocketthenwentdownstairs.My

parentswereeatingbreakfast.Istoppedand

wantedtoturnback.Butmymomsawme.

Mom:Khanyocomeandjoinus..

Iwenttothem.

Me:Goodmorningdaddy

Him:Nokhanya.



Isatdown..

Mom:Whenisyourappointmentwithyour

Therapist?

Me:Itstomorrow.I’llgoafterfetchingmy

results.

Dad:Speakingofresultsihopethisyearyou

won’tdisappointlikeyoudidlastyear!

Me:ididn’tdisappointlastyear

Dad:Youpassedwith60s

Me:Rememberiwasatthehospitaladmitted

fordepression?

Mom:ShehadatoughyearlastyearSkhosana

butshepulledthrough.

Hegavemymomadeathstare.

Him:Thisyearyouweren’tadmittedwereyou?

You

Me:Nosir..

Him:Theniexpectnothingbut80s,oryoucan



kissTheFordSTgoodbyeandgoingtoVarsity

aftermatric.Theywon’tacceptyouatMed

schoolwith60s.

Hestoodupandleft.Ilookedatmymom

Me:Andyoumarriedthatguyforlove.

Mom:Don’tstart..PART1UNTILYOURMINE

[01/10,17:21]Ron:#2

Nxaiswearthisguyknowshowtoruinmy

mood!

Me:ihavetogo

Mom:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Danceclasseswiththegirls.

Shelookedaround

Her:Whatlieshoulditellyourdad?

Me:idon’tknowThulimakeupwithanexcuse.

Mydaddoesn’twantmedancing,hedoesn’t



wantmetoevengoandwatchmyfriends

dance.HesaysdancingIsawasteoftime.

Asiwasstandingup,isawScelocomingin

withaluggagebag.Sceloismydriverhisalso

mydad’srighthandman.WeloveSceloalothis

comealongway,heusedtobeathugwasIn

andoutofjailhowhemetmydadidon’tknow.

Mydadofferedhimajobtobeourdriverand

alsocleanaroundouryard.Hisnotthatoldhe

couldbe35.MeandSceloweprettyclose.

Althoughhehaschangedbutthere’sstillthat

thugthinginhimandhehasscarsjustby

lookingathimyoucantellhisathug.

Scelo:Mamzouzojabulavandagbona

ng’phethebani(yougonnabehappytodaylook

whoihave)

Lungawalkedin.Theexcitementthattookover

wasjustwow.Iranuptohimandhuggedhim.

Me:Dudewhydidn’tyoutellusyoucoming

today?



Him:Dudeiwantedtosurpriseyou!

Helookedatmymom

Him:HowismyQueendoing?

Mom:Mxmcomehereyou..

Hewentuptohugmymom…

Mom:imissedyousoomuchmybaby..

Him:imissedyoutoomom.

Ihaven’tseenmybrotherLungasinceJune,

andhewasstilllookingfineasever.

Theybrokethehug.

Lunga:Whereisthatguy?

Me:Hisupstairs..

Lunga:ithoughtyou’llsayhisdead..

Welaughed.LungaandmybrotherThandoat

leasttheyhavetheballstostanduptoourdad

unlikeme.

Mydadcamedownjustintime.



Dad:Lunga

IsawLunga’sfacialexpressionchanging.

Lunga:Dad..

Dad:Niceofyoutojoinus.Ibelieveexams

finishedmidNovemberandit’stodayonthe4th

ofDecemberthatyoudecidetocomehome.

Lunga:ihadthingstodo..

Dad:Thingslikewhat?There’snootherthings

allyouhavetodoisfocusonyourstudies

that’sallandforgetotherthings.

Yathisguycantrulyruinaperfectmoment.

Dad:Resultsplease..

Mom:KodwaSkhosana..

Dad:JamanaMahlangu!(waitnaMahlangu)

“Mahlangu”Ismymom’smaidensurname..

Dad:SceloKhambauyokhiphaimoderee

Garage(Scelogoandtakeoutmycaratthe

garage)



HehandedScelohiscarkeysandScelowent.

Lungagothisresultsandgavethemtomydad.

HelookedatthemandisawhimShakinghis

head.

Dad:Mathsyougot75%

Lunga:Yesthat’sadistinctionatVarsity

Dad:Soodisappointingthatyouwouldget75%

forMaths

Lunga:Electricalengineeringmathsisnotas

easyasyouthinkitis.

Mydadlookedatme.

Him:ihopeyouwon’tdisappointmelikethis

tomorrow.

Mom:bonyanauzamilenauLunga(hehastried)

Mydadgotangry.

Him:Thereisnothingicansaytothiskids

withoutyouinterfering!Theyarelikethis

becauseyouspoilthem!!



HelookedatLunga

Him:Youcould’vepassedwellifyouwere

focusingonyourstudiesandnot“otherthings”

HedroppedthepaperandWalkedout.Mymom

pickedupthepaperandlookedatit.

Mom:Wowyoupassedverywell.90sexcept

forMathsbeingtheonlyonewhereyougot75%

LungawasAlsopissednow.

Lunga:Maybeyoushouldgoandtellyour

ungratefulhusbandthat!

Hetookhisluggagebagandwentupstairs.

WhenLungapassedhismatric,mydadbought

himaTSI.HisnotstayingatTheschoolreshe

hasaprivateflatwheremydadpayshisrent.

Me:Letmegobeforeigetlate.

Ihuggedher..

Me:Seeyoulater

Her:Okay.



IwalkedoutandsawmydadtalkingtoScelo

nexttohiscar,lookedliketheywerehavinga

serioustalkbecausemydadwastalkingand

Scelowaslisteningattentivelywhilenodding

hishead.

Iwalkeduptothem,mydadkeptquietwhenhe

sawme.

Me:Scelocanyoupleasedrivemetoschool?

Dad:Whatareyougoingtodoatschool

becauseyouonlygettingyourreportcard

tomorrow

Me:Wellmy..TheHeadmistresswantstohave

achatwithmesinceI’mgonnabetheheadgirl

nextyear.

Yesiwaschosentobeaheadgirlnextyear

becauseofmyimpressiveResultseveryyear,

andthefactthatI’malwaysneatandwell

mannered.Iamadoredbymanystudentsat

schoolandalsohatedbymanystudents.Iam

notforwardiamnotthatpopularI’mjustyour



typicalshygirlatschool.

Dad:Scelowe’lltalkwhenigetbackfrommy

meeting

Scelo:surebozza

Mydadgotintohiscaranddroveoff.Sceloand

iwentintotheToyotacorollaandhedroveoff

too.

Scelo:Skeemsam,manjeuyaphi(Whereare

yougoing)

Me:Gonnawatchmyfriendsdanceatschool

IknowScelowon’ttellthatguy,heis

trustworthyidon’tknowhowmanysecretsof

mineheknows.

Helaughed.

Him:EyyulayishayashayaleTymalakho(you

knowhowtotrickyourdad)

Me:Scelo..

Him:yes?



Me:Whatwereyouandmydadtalkingabout?

Heclearedhisthroat

Him:Why?

Me:Itsoundedkindaserious.

Him:AiiukuthinjebesiringangeBesigheid(we

weretalkingaboutsomebusiness)

Me:Whatbusiness?

Him:CavaKhanyo,ngiyaziukuthiuyimpinsti

yamifromdayone(iknowyou’vebeenmy

friendsincefromdayone)Marathere’sthings

thatidiscusswithyourfatherthatyounot

supposedtoknowabout

Me:ohhit’slikethatnow?

Him:Don’tbelikethatJoh.Youknowhowi

needthisjob,iamanexconnoonewantsto

hireme.

Me:Itsfine..

Him:I’mgonnagetmesomepieeshopping



centredoyouwantsomething?

Me:YaaFruitreejuice

Him:AhhhMpintshingiyakugabhastraight(my

friendI’mleavingyou)

Me:Whatdidido?

Him:Fruitree?Aiinosamelengik’thathe

ngik’fakeelokshini(ihavetotakeyoutothe

hood)

Me:idogotothetownship.IvisitmyGrandma

atSoweto

Him:Idoubtwenauyicoconutso..

Me:Mxmwhatever

Helaughed.Wegottotheshoppingcomplex,

hewenttogethispieandgotmemyFruitree.

Wethenwenttomyschool….

ThenameofmyschoolisStPhilipsAcademy,

schoolfees9000amonthandingrade12its

10000.Onlyrichkidsgothere.Includingmethe



schoolhas+-20blackstudentsandoverallthe

schoolhad500Studentsfromgrade8-12.

that’sasmallnumberbutit’sbecausenot

everyonecanaffordit.Itisamustforastudent

theretodoaforeignlanguage.Soallinallwe

doEnglish,Afrikaans,andoneforeignlanguage,

ichoseFrench.IwenttomyFacebookasScelo

wasdrivingmetoschoolandiwasshocked

wheniwenttochecktheFacebookpageofour

school.Therewasaposttherestatingthat

“Grade11sfailedverybad”myheartstarted

beatingAbnormally.Althoughihavebeena

straightAstudentsincefromgrade8buti

wasn’tsureanymore.PART2UNTILYOUR

MINE

[01/10,17:21]Ron:#3

Iwasn’tgonnabeabletogettoschoolwiththis

anxietyattack.Itookmyphoneandcalledmy

therapistimmediatelyandsheansweredonthe



3rdring.

Him:DrJansenspeakinghello..

Me:ItsmeNokhanya..

Iwashyperventilating,mybreathingwas

seizingthatScelopulledover.

DrJ:Khanyowhat’swrong?

Me:P…It’saPa..

Him:Okaycalmdown,breathandoutslowly…

Findyourhappyplace..

Ididashetoldmestartedbreathinginandout.

Him:RememberItcannotkillyou..

Ifeltabitbetterafterthebreathingexercise.

Him:Whattriggeredit?

Me:iamtooanxiousaboutTomorrowand

findingouttharmostGrade11sfailedijust

panicked.

Him:Rememberyoucannotpreventapanic



attackfromoccurringbutyoucanmanageit.

Thatstressfuleventaboutyourresults

tomorrowistheonethattriggeredtheAttack.

Me:ithoughtiwasgonnadie

Him:impossible.Whereareyounow?Youcan

comeandseeme

Me:unfortunatelyI’mmeetingupwithmy

friends

Him:Okaycallmeifitoccursagain,especially

tomorrow

Me:Okayiwill

Him:AndI’llseeyoutomorrowforoursession

Me:I’llbethere

Him:Bye

Me:Bye

Ihungedup.Scelolaughed

Me:What’sfunny?



Him:NexMpintshi.

Finallywegottoschoolandhedroppedmeoff

atthegate.

Him:ung’shayeleiBellasmowucedile(callme

whenyoudone)

Me:Sharp.

Iwalkedinthroughthemaingateand

WhatsAppedthebitchesthatI’monmyway.

TheyWhatsAppedmebackthattheyalreadyat

thebasketballcourt….

Ittookmeabout5minfromthegatetogetto

theCourt.ImmediatelywheniWalkedinthey

rantohugme.

Me:Bitchez!

Tiff:Whyyoulate?

Me:Aghbloodypanicattack.

Charl:Areyougoodnow?

Me:I’mfine..



Iwenttositdownandwatchedthem.They10

inthegroup.

Theyputonthemusicwasdancingto“Janelle

Monae-Yoga”

TheyweredoingtheYogadancebutEyysome

wherestruggling.Charleneistheleaderofthe

group.Shestoppedthemusic.

Charlene:Okayguyswhatthehell?

Ifwewannawinthiscompetitionthenwehave

tobeserious!Wehavebeenpracticingthisish

for2weeksnowandsomeofyallstilldon’t

knowhowtodotheYoga.

TheywerewearingLeggingswithCropTees.

Theystartedoveragainandthistimetheywere

trying,iwassittingtherebeinganAudienceand

justdancingonmychair.Aftersometimewhile

theywereenjoyingthemselvesthebasketball

teamcamein.Nowspeakingofthebasketball

teamtheyabunchofhot18yearoldniggas.

Wellfrom17-19.Ihaveamadhugecrushon



oneofthebasketballmembershisnameis

Cameronhis18turning19.Hisgoingtodo

grade12nextyearifhepassesandwegonna

beinthesameclass.Cameronisvery

GorgeouslyhandsomeandcutehistheChris

Brownkindalookalikenigga.Hismixedrace

halfblackandhalfwife.Hewasdatingthe

mostpopulargirlatschoolNamedAprilshe’sa

cheerleader.

Amongstthegroupwasmychildhoodbest

friendPatrick.Hiswhiteandhismyage.Me

andPatrickwe’vebeenfriendssincefroma

youngageandweliveatthesameStreet.My

fatherdoesn’thaveaproblemwithPatrick

becausehisknownhimforalongtimeand

Patrick’sfamilyisveryclosewithmyfamily.I

takePatrickasiflikehismybrother.

Cameron:Well..Well..wellwhatdowehave

here?

Thegirlswentclosertothem,withCharlene



beingthespokesperson.Charlenewaphapha

Shameshe’stooforward.

Charl:Whatareyouguysdoinghere?

Cameron:We

practicingtoday

Theywrewearing’embasketballshortswith

sneakersandtheywereshirtless.

Allthose6packsand8packsyatheyleftme

drooling.

Charl:Unfortunatelywepracticingsoyouguys

we’llhavetowaitforus

Theylaughed.

Cameron:Youheardthatboys?

Pat:LookCharlenethisourcourt,youguysare

invadingourspace.

Charlene:wasitalkingtoyouPatrick?

Boys:Ohhhhhhhhhhhh



Pat:Iam..

Cameron:Itsfinewe’llgiveyall30min,onlyif..

Helookedattheirbodieswhilebitinghislower

lip.

Cameron:ifyallallowustostayandwatch..

Charlenelookedatthecrew..

Charl:Itsfine..

Theywenttositdown.Nowtheproblemwith

Cameronheisaplayahisfuckedalmostevery

girlatschool,andhisverypopular.

Patrickcametositnexttome..

Him:Peaches..

Hisalwayscalledmethatsincefromwhenwe

werekids.

Me:Hey

Hekissedmeonmycheek

Him:Howareyou?



Me:I’mokayandyou?

Him:I’mfinethanks.

IwasbusystarringatCameron.

Him:Nervousabouttomorrow?

Ididn’tanswer.

Heshookmealil

Him:I’mtalkingtoyou..

Me:Huh?Whatwasthat?

HelookedatCameronthenlookedatme.

Him:Areyoufuckenkiddingme?

Patrickdoesn’twantmeanywherenear

Cameronespeciallyconsideringthefactthathe

playsgirls.

Me:Patrickdon’tstart.

Him:Thatguyisnotgoodforyou

Me:ItsnotlikeiwannaMarryhimPatrick

Him:Doyouknowhowmanygirlshisplayed?I



don’twantyoubeingastatistictoo..

Me:Youworrytoomuch.

Him:Anywayiwasthinkingwecangospend

timetogetherthisweekend,beenawhilesince

wewentout..

Me:Ya..

Hegavemeaseriouslook..

Me:Pat…

Him:I’mdone,imightaswelljustgoandsit

withmyteammates

HestoodupandWalkedaway.

Me:Whatdidisay?

Ilefthimandwatchedthegirlsdancing.They

wereinterruptedbyAprilandhercrewwalking

in.

Theystoppedthemusic.

Aprilwasyourtypicalblondestupidblonde.She

wasoneofthosemeangirls.



Charl:Canwehelpyouyourhighness?

Charlenebowedbeforeher.

April:That’sFlatteringbutweneedthecourt

Charl:Forgetit,wearepracticing

Aprilrolledhereyes.

April:lookCharleneireallydon’twannagetinto

thiswithyourightnow.

Charlene:Thendon’t..

Charleneplayedmusicagainandtheystarted

dancing.Aprilswitchedofftheradio.

April:Youandyourteamneedtochoo-choo

comeonlet’sgo..

Charl:toobadwenotgoinganywhere

April:CharleneCheerleadingispartofthis

school.TheHeadmistressapprovedit,nowthis

absurddanceclassofyourswhateveritis

that’snotevenpartoftheschoolwhoapproved

it?



Theykeptquiet

April:Exactly!

Charlenelookedatme..

Charl:Let’sasktheHeadgirlaboutwhose

supposedtobehere?

IlookedatCharlenelikewtf!

Charlene:Kayastheheadgirlofthisschool

whosesupposedtobehere?

Alleyeswereonme,eventhenCameronwere

lookingatme.IfeltmyPanicattackcreepingin

I’mnotusedtohavesomanyeyesonme..

Me:Uhm…I..Well..

April:ItspointlessaskingKayshe’snotthe

headgirlyettheonlypersonwhocansettlethis

istheHeadmistressherself!Andidon’tthink

shewillsidewithyall,andyourretardeddance!

Charlenedidn’tsayanything,theytooktheradio.

Charl:Jealousyismakingyoulookugly



Aprillaughed

April:Jealousofwhat?

Tiff:YouknowwhatCharlenedon’twasteyour

breathonherbecausewethebest..

Thedancecrewstartedsingingtothem

Cheerleaders

Them:sincewearethebestandyouagreewith

usright?Noneedtodebate.Thewaywerun

shit,seewekindalikethegovernmentsojust

respectourconglomerate!Theysaidthatand

startedwalkingouttheboysstoodupand

startedcheeringthem.Istoodupandwentto

them..PART3UNTILYOURMINE

[01/10,17:22]Ron:#4

Thegirlsandiwentoutforburgersand

milkshakesatSteers.IloveaVanillaMilkshake.

Tiff:Aprilcanbesuchaboresometimes



Charl:iwantedtomakeabeautysandwichout

her.

Welaughed.

Tiff:iguesswe’llhavetofindanotherplaceto

practice

Charl:Bullshit!Wegonnausethecourt.

Welookedather

Charl:looktheboysdon’thaveaproblemwithit

andit’stheircourtsoidon’tknowwhywehave

todancetoApril’srules.

Tiff:ThispersonalvendettayouhavewithApril

it’snowstartingtoworryme.

Charl:Someoneneedstogetheroffherhigh

horse.She’sbeautifulyesbutshe’snotallthat.

Me:Wellspeakingoftheboys,didyouguyssee

Cameron

Tiff:Theyreallylookedyummywiththeirshirts

off.



Charl:TohellwithCameron.Kaywhenareyou

hookingmeupwithPatrick?

Charlenehasacrushonmychildhoodfriend

Patrick.

Me:I’mstillworkingonthat.

Charl:You’vebeenworkingonthatforever!

Me:RelaxI’llsetyouup

Charl:Okay..Cameronisadogwhywouldyou

wannafuckwithhim?

Tiff:Charlyouhavewordsthatwound

Charl:What?I’mbeinghonesthehassleptwith

alotofgirls,hisarrogant,hethinkshisallthat.

Tiff:Butheisallthat..

Charl:EvensoistillthinkhisnotgoodforKay

Tiff:YaKayyouaretoofragile,hisgonnabreak

you.

Charl:Pluswithyourpanicattacksyounot

readyforthatkindastressbelieveme.



Me:lookI’llbefine,plusihavetriedthegood

boygamebutitdoesn’tworkforme.It’sbad

boysthatturnmeon..

Charlenegavemeaweirdlook

Her:Bitchwhatthehackyoutalkingabout?You

haveneverhadabfbefore

Me:Wellgoodguyshavehitonmebeforeandi

don’tlikethem.

Tiff:Youreallywannagodownthatroadwith

Cameron?

Me:Yes.Iamnotasfragileasyouguysthinki

am..

Theylookedatme.

Charl:Yeahright!

Me:Okayfine,I’llleaveitlikethat..

Therewassilence,andisippedonmy

milkshake.

Me:ButcanatleastsomeonetellhimwhotheF



iis?

Theylaughed.

Me:I’mserious.

IlovethisBitchezofmine.Afterourmealwe

wenttoplayGamesanddidsomewindow

shoppingthatilosttrackoftime,itwasnow

18:00……

Charlene’smomcametofetchusatthemall

thendroppedmeoffatthegate.

C.Mom:Areyousureyoudon’twantustogo

insidewithyou?

Me:NothanksI’llbefine.

Ihuggedthegirlsthenwavedgoodbyeand

Walkedtowardsthedoor……

Iopenedandprayedthatmyfatherwasn’t

aroundandmyprayersweresurelyanswered

becausethehousewasQuiet…Iquicklyrushed

tomyroomandsattookadeepbreaththatwas

close.Whileiwasstandingthereallsmilingthe



dooropenedandmydadwalkedinHoldinga

Sjambok.Imovedback.Heclosedthedoorbut

didn’tlockit.

Her:WherewereyouNokhanya?

Iswallowedhard..

Me:i…I..Scho..

Him:icalledtheHeadmistressshedeniedwhat

youtoldme.Shesaidtherewasn’tameetingof

thatsort.

Heapproachedme.Myeyeswherenowfilled

withtears.

Me:DaddyI’msorry..

Him:AreyoudatingNokhanya?

Me:Nodaddy..Honestlyi..Iwenttowatchmy

Friendsdance.

Hehitthesjamboekonthefloor.

Him:WhatdidisaytoyouNokhanyaaboutthis

dancingnonsense?



Me:I’msorry,itwillneverhappenagain..

Hecametomeandstartedwhoopingmehard,

itwasasifhewasHittingLungaorThandohe

forgotthatI’magirl.Iwasallcryingand

screamingicouldn’tgetawayhehadblocked

myway.Thisguysurelywantedtokillmethe

forceheused.Outofnowheremymomjumped

infrontofme..

Mom:Skhosanayougonnakillher!

Dad:NaMahlangu!

Mom:Youcanratherhitmebutnotmychild.

Dad:Thisthingofachildisaliarandalittle

whore!!IblameyouThuliyouhavetaughther

respectbutyoubusyplayingbestfriendswith

herthat’swhyshe’slikethis!

HeclickedhistongueandWalkedaway.My

momheldmetight.

Her:I’msorrymybaby..

Sheheldmewhileicried,andcried,andcried…..



Afterthatshehelpmegetinbed.

Her:I’llgetyouwater.

Shewalkedout.

Ihatemyfatherwithallmyheartandeveryfiber

ofmybeing!

Mymombroughtmewaterbutididn’tdrink……..

Timewentonwithmelayinginbedlikethat,it

wasnow21:00..

Myphonewasbuzzinglikecrazyiignoredit…

MydooropenedandthistimeitwasLunga.He

cametositnexttome.

Him:Twana..

Ikeptquiet.

HeliftedmyShirtupabit.

Him:Fuck!!!!Didhedothistoyou?

Inoddedmyhead.

Lunga:I’mgettingtiredofthisguy.



Hestoodupandstormedoutofmyroomin

anger…………..

Laterigotupandtriedtobathitwashardwith

allthosewounds..ButfinallyididBath.Iwore

myPjsandgotinbed,ifellasleep

immediately…………………

Iwaswokenupbyapanicattack,ilookedat

thetimeitwas00:00igotoutofbedandwent

tomybrother’sroomandhewasn’tthere….I

couldn’tcontrolitiwenttomyparentsroom.

BeforeIknockediheardmyFathershoutingat

mymom,andmymomwasapologisingthen

afteriheardmymomscreaming..Itried

openingthedoorbutitwaslocked..

Me:Pleasestop!!!

Iwasbangingonthedoor..

Thisrighthereiswhathadcausedmesevere

depressionwhichbroughtaboutmyPanic

disorder.Hearingmymomcryingalmostevery

nightandwakingupwithbruisesthefollowing



day.Iheardhercryingandbeggingforherlife.I

wasbangingonthedoor..

Me:Daddystopyougonnakillher!!

Iwasnowbackinmydepressionstate.Iranto

myroomandsatonthecornerwithmyhands

coveringmyearsiwasnowcryingand

screaming.

Me:Stoppppppp!!!

ThisishowI’velivedmylifeforaslongasi

couldremember….PART4UNTILYOURMINE
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Mybrotherwalkedinmyroomasiwasinthat

state.

Him:Khanyowhat’swrong?

Ididn’tsayanythingiwastooshakenup.He

helpedmegetinbedgotmemyAntidepressant



pillsandinhaler.Hesatthereuntilifell

asleep……………………….

Iwokeupinthemorningandbatheiwas

gettingmyresults.Idrankmypillsandwent

downstairs.Ididn’treallycareabouttheresults

anymorewhetheripassedorfailed.Mybrother

waseatingbreakfastalreadyorplayingwithhis

foodrather….myDadwentandhiredhissister

MyAunttobeourMaid.Shecamefromthe

kitchenholdingabowlofsalad.Sheputiton

thetable…….

Aunty:KhanyohowareyouMydarling?

Ishruggedmyshoulders.

Her:What’swrong?

Lunga:Yawhathappenedlastnightifoundyou

inaverydepressivestate

Me:ithinkthatguyhasstartedbeatingmom

again..

Lunga:What?



Aunty:Nothat’snothappeningagain

Lunga:Doesthatguywanttokillyou?He

knowsthegreatdepressionhecausedyouwith

that.

Aunty:Andwhenhekeepsondoingthishis

gonnamakeKhanyotohateeveryguyoutthere,

becauseshewillthinkallmenareabusive.

Lunga:Exactly,hedoesn’tknowthedamage

thathiscausing.

Mydadcamedownwearingallformalwithhis

whitecoatandstethoscopes,hewascarrying

hislaptoptoo.

Him:Goodmorning.

OnlyAuntyBusireplied…..

Him:KhanyoI’llbewaitingforthoseresults.

Ikeptquiet.

Lunga:Whereismom?

Him:She’ssleeping.Herheadacheandsinuses



areback.

Wealllookedateachother.That’stheexcuse

healwaysgaveusafterbutteringmymom.

Him:ihavetogo,I’llcomebackataround13:00

totakeyourmomtothedoctor.andII’llhave

yourresultsbythenKhanyo…

Hewalkedaway.

Lunga:Letmegoandcheckonmom.

Me:I’llgo.

Istoodupandwenttoherbedroom.Islowly

openedthedoorshewasinbedicouldhearher

sniffingandallthat,Icouldtellshewascrying.

Me:Mommy..

Shedidn’tlookatme.

Her:Khanyo..

Iwenttoherandsatnexttoherwhileshefaced

theotherside…..

Me:Areyouokay?



Her:Yesbabyjustthatthisstupidsinusesare

back.

Me:iheardyouguysarguinglastnight.

Shekeptquiet.

Me:YouhavetodivorcehimMama

Her:Khanyoijusthavesinuses..

Me:Soyoureallywanthimtokilloneofusfor

youtoseehowseriousthissituationis…..

Shedidn’treply.Istoodupandwentdownstairs.

IcalledPatricktocomeandfetchme,iwasn’t

inthemoodforthegirls..Iwaitedforhimatthe

gate…..hedidn’twastetime.Hewasdrivinga

FordST.

Iwentinside.

Him:Howareyou?

Ilookeddown,icouldn’tstopthetears…….

Him:What’swrongPeaches?

Iexhaled.



Me:Itsmydad

Him:Whatdidhedothistime?

Me:Hehasstartedbeatingmymomagain.

Him:Doesthisguywannaputyouinthat

depressivestateagain?

Me:Maybe

Him:imnotgonnahavethat,you’llcomeand

spendtheweekendwithmeandmyfamily..

Me:Pat..

Him:I’mnottakingnoforandAnswer.

Henoticedtheredmarksonmyhandsbecause

iwaswearingashortsleeve

Him:Andwhathappenedthere?

Me:Itsnothing

Him:Didhehityou?

Inoddedyes..

Him:Weshouldgethimarestraining



order………….

Wewalkedinatschoolluckilythegirlshaven’t

arrivedyetandiwasn’tgonnawait.Iwenttomy

classiwasn’tevennervousanymore.Iwentup

tomyTeacher.

Shesmiledatme.

Him:Youneverdisappoint.

Shehandedmemyreportcard.Iopeneditandi

hadpassedverywell.Thelowestmarkihad

was80%,andironicallyPhysicsthatwasi

doubtingihadpasseditverywellitwasthe

highestwith98%.

Teacher:Khanyoweneedtotalkabout

something

Me:What?

Teacher:yourresultshasattractedalotof

Sponsorswhowanttogiveyouascholarshipto

gostudymedicineoverseasaftermatric..

Me:Ohw



Her:ithoughtyou’llbehappy

Me:ijustneedtothinkaboutit.

Her:Okaytakeyourtime.

Iwenttothenoticeboardandiwasinthetop

10iwasin3rdplaceofstudentswhopassed

grade11Verywell..Patcameandwentwent

outformilkshakes.

Patissmarttoobuthestaysconstanton

70s……

Me:Doyoumindificallafewpeople?

Him:Goahead..

IstartedbycallingmybrotherThandobuthis

phonewasonvoicemailsoilefthimamessage,

figuredhewasstillatwork…..

IthencalledmysisterQondi.Yesyouheard

tightihaveabigsisterQondishe’s22yearsof

age.WehavethesamedadbutDifferentmoms.

MydadhatesQondiwithPassionbecauseshe

wasaresultofhisinfidelity.Healwaysdenies



thatQondiIshischildbecauseshe’sabit

darkerthanus,andacademicallyshedidn’t

passhermatricwellshepassedwithanHand

shetoppedthatupbybeingalesbian.Qondi’s

momdiedwhenQondiwasyoungsosinceshe

didn’thaveanysurvivingrelativefromher

mom’ssidemyGrandmatookherandraised

herwhichangeredmydad,hefeltbetrayedby

hismombyherraisinghis“Bastardchild”ashe

wouldputit..

UnlikemybrotherQondianswered.

Her:Hey,hey,hey…

Me:Heysis…

Her:Yousounddownwhat’swrong?

Me:Itsdad..

Her:Whatdidyourdaddo?

Me:Hehasstartedabusingmymom…

Qondi:WhyisthatGuystillalive!



Me:icannottakethisanymore.

Qondi:Youshouldjustcomeandliveherewith

meandGrandma.

IlovemyGrandmaandQondiwithallmyheart.

WhenI’mwiththemidon’tfeeldepressedand

allthattheyverygoodpeople.Eventhoughi

wouldliketolivewiththembutmydadwill

neverallow..Me:iwouldlikethatbutidoubt

dadwillallowmetogoandliveinthehood.

Her:Fuckthatguy!

Me:I’lltalktomymomaboutthat.

Her:Okay.Keepwelliloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo..

Ihungup.

Me:ithinkiwannagolivewithmyGrandma

andSister.

Pat:Whereinthetownship?

Me:Yes..



Him:Holdupabit,let’snotmakeanyrash

decisionsespeciallyonesthatinvolveyouliving

inthehood.

Me:I’llbefinePat..

Him:ComelivewithMeandmyFamily

Me:Mydadwillneverallow.

Him:Wegetthatrestrainingorder.

Me:idon’tknowpat..

Him:Thinkaboutit…

NowI’mnotgonnalivewithPatandhisfamily.

MyheartiscryingforSowetoiwannagoand

livethere,ijustneedsomeonetoknocksome

senseintothatguy’shead…

Whenweweredonewithourmilkshakeshe

drovemehome…

Itwasquietagain,iwenttocheckonmymom

shewasn’tthere..IwenttoLunga’sroomhe

wasplayingmusic.Iknockedonceandno



answer,iopenedandigotthebiggestshockof

mylife………..

Isawagirlontopofhimtheywerehavingsex.

Theydidseeme.

Lunga:Shit!

Iwalkedout..

Lunga:Thoughtyoulockedthedoor..

IwenttositattheloungeandwatchedTv…

Afterafewminutestheycamedown.My

brotheralsohashiswaywithladies.Hehasa

gfatschoolandnowhereheischeating.Was

myfirsttimeseeingthisgirl.Shewasprettybut

lookedlikeawhoreshehadpiercingsonher

cheeksandshehadcurvesandanAssyou

knowthatvideovixentypeofchick.Hadeye

contactsandfulllipslikeAngelinaJolie…..She

kissedLungagoodbyeandleft.Hecametosit

nexttome..

Him:Youweren’tsupposedtoseethat



Ikeptquiet.

Him:I’msorrythatyouhadtoseethat..

Me:YouluckythatIamtheonewhosawthat

Him:Yaiknowsocanwekeepitbetweenus?

Me:hmmmmthat’sgonnacostyou..

Him:Howmuch?

Me:Nonotcash

Him:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Yourcarfortheweekend

Helaughed…

Him:Nowyoutakingchances..

Me:Ami?

Him:icangiveyouanythingnotmycar.

Me:Youshouldknowthatihavedadonspeed

dial..

Myphonerang..



Him:Dad?

Me:NoThando,andI’llbetellinghimtoo.

IansweredAndputhimonloudspeaker.

Me:Hey..

Him:igotyourvoicemail,Isittruewhatyou

said?

Ihadtoldhimabouttheabuse.

Me:I’mafraidso,thatguyisatitagain.

Lunga:Andit’saffectingKhanyolastnighti

foundherinthatdepressivestateofhers.

Thando:Okayimcoming

Lunga:WhataboutKholo?

Him:I’mcomingwithher.I’lltakeleaveatwork

illprobablybetherenextweekorso..

Nowthat’sworldwar3.MydadhatesThando’s

WifewithPassion.PART5UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Wehaddinnerthatnightintotalsilence.Noone

wantedtosayawordtoanyone,untilLunga

brokethesilence.

Lunga:Youwon’tbelievewhocalledmetoday

Mom:Who?

Lunga:Qondi

Iheardforksbeingdroppedontheplates.

Lunga:ithinksheshouldcomeandvisitusthis

holidays

Lungawasjustpushingit..

Me:Itwouldbenicetoseeheragain.

Dad:She’snotcominghere..

Hesaidthatwhiledrinkingwine.

Lunga:Why?

Mom:Lungadon’tstartunnecessarywar

Dad:Nokhanyagoandfetchyourreportcard.



Istoodupandwenttofetchit,thencameback

andgaveittohim..Helookedatit,isawhim

flashingasmile.

Him:Thisresultsareimpressive.Youpassed

wellthanyourbrother.

Hepassedittomymom.

Mom:Wow!That’smyKhanyo.

ShepassedittoLunga

Lunga:Youdidwellsis

Me:Thankyou..

Dad:Sodoyouwantyourcarnowornextyear

whenyoudonewithmatric

Mom:ithinkaftermatricitwillbetterbecause

She’sstillhastogetherlicensefirst

Dad:IagreewithyounaMahlangu.

Mom:I’mtrulyproudofyou

Dad:ButistillhavetogetyouaGift.You’llthink

ofwhatyouwantandthenyou’lltellme.



Me:Okay.

MaybeicanaskhimtogotomyGrandma’s

house.

Me:ThereisonethingIwouldlike

Dad:What’sthat?

Me:iwouldreallyliketovisitGrandmaand

Qondi

Itwasalmostasiflikeihadoffendedhim.

Him:Whyiseveryonetalkingaboutthis?

Lunga:Becauseshe’soursisterandfamilyis

important.

Dad:Qondiisnotfamily!Shedoesn’tlook

nothinglikeus!Shedoesn’tbehavelikeus,and

sheisnotus!

Lungawasgettingfiredup,hestoodupand

Walkedaway.

Mom:Whereareyougoing?

Lunga:Togetfreshair..



Dad:Thatboyhasnorespectatall!!

MydadstoodupandWalkedupstairs.Itook

myphoneandtextmybigbrotherThandoon

WhatsApp.

********WhatsApp*******

Me:Thingsarereallygettingoutofhandyou

needtocomeASAP!

.

(After5min)

.

Thando:What’shappening?

Me:Thatguyisoutofcontrol.

Thando:I’llbetheretomorrow,Kholoandiwe

abouttoleave..

Shuuuuuuuuu!Thatwasarelief.

Iwasallsmiling.

Mama:Thatsmile..Yinidoyouhaveabfthati



don’tknowabout?

Me:NoOfcausenot.

Her:iamyourmomyoucantalktome.

Me:Itsnotabf.It’sThandohiscoming

Tomorrow

Shelookedatme.

Her:HiscomingwithKholo?

Me:Yes..

Mom:WhywouldThandodothis.

Me:Momwhyareyoudefendingthatguy?

Mom:Thandoiamnotdefendinghim,butat

thesametimeThandocannotcomehereand

startfights!

IStoodup.Thiswomanwasbeing

unreasonable.

Her:Whereareyougoingbecausewearenot

donetalking?



Me:ibelieveweare..

Iwalkeduptomyroom,ibatheandgotitbed.I

tookmylaptopandheadsets.Watchedafew

moviesandfellasleep……

IwokeupthefollowingdayitwasaSaturday

andibathethenchilledandwatchedTvthe

wholeday,insimpletenseiwasjustlazing

around.Mymomwasrestingmostofthetime,

Lungahasn’tcamebacksincehewentforfresh

airlastnight………..

Ataround18:00mymomandicookeddinner

thenpreparedthetable.Wehaddinnerjustthe

twoofusuntilmydadjoineduswhenhecame

backfromwork…

Dad:WhereisLunga?

Mom:SolokoAkhambeizolo(hisnotback,

sinceheleftLastnight)

Dad:Thatboyneedstobetaughtalessoniam

tiredofhim!



Wedidn’tsayanything.

Whilewewereeatingiheardsomeonesaying

“Lotjhani”welookedatthedoorwayanditwas

mybrotherThandowithKholo…Ijumpedoutof

mychairandrantohughim….

Iwashappythathewashere…

Thando:Imissedyou

Me:Imissedyoutoo

IhuggedKholotoo..

Khololookedatmymomanddad

Kholo:Dumelang

Mydad’smoodchanged.Hewentfromascale

of10to0immediately

Mom:Itsgoodtoseeyouguys,comeandhug

me

Mymomstoodupandtheyhuggedher.My

momlovesKholo,idon’tknowanymotherin

lawwholovestheirdaughterinlaw,likemy



momlovesKholo

Mom:YoohbonaOmontlebyang(lookhow

beautifulyouare)

Kholo:keaLebogaMama(Thankyou)

MyfatherclickedhistongueandWalkedaway..

Kholo:iseewearenotwelcomedhere

Mom:Don’tmindhim…comeandtellmeabout

Richardsbay.

Theywalkedtothekitchen

Thando:ididn’tknowthatyouweregonna

comesomequickly.

Thando:ItsanEmergencyihadtocome..

Me:Whataboutwork?

Him:Workcanwait

Ihuggedhim..

Me:I’mgladyouhere..

Him:I’mgonnafixthisdon’tworry..PART6
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ItwasgoodhavingThandoaround,it’sbeena

fewhourssincetheyhavearrivedbutiwas

alreadyfeelingexcited.Mymom,Kholo,Thando

wewereallchilledIntheloungewatchingTv

andchattingnicely.

Me:Thandotellusabouthowyouguysmet

again

Thando:I’vetoldyouthatstorymanytimes.

Me:ilikehearingitoverandoveragain

Thando:I’mtiredofbeingabrokenrecord.

Mom:Haiboialsoenjoyhearingit.

Kholo:ComeonbabeTellthemagain..

Thando:FineI’lltellyouagainfora100thtime.

Isatupstraighttolisten,withahugesmileon

myface.



Thando:WheniwasatWitsdoingmy3rdyear

inlaw,imetthisbeautifulladysittingnexttome.

Me:How?

Thando:oneSaturdayafternooniwasplaying

soccerwithmyfriendsandiaccidentally

sprainedmyankle.Itwaspainfulbutiwas

reluctanttogoseethedoctor,somyfriends

helpedmetomyflat,andtheyputabagofIce

overitbecauseitwasalsoswollen..Afteraday

or2myAnkledidn’twannahealicouldn’twalk,

hadtomissafewclassesandwhatnot

Myfriendswereallnaggingmetogotothe

doctorsoiwenttotheasurgerythatwasabit

nearertomyflat.Ihadmyfrienddrivemethere,

whenwewereatthedooroneofthestaff

broughtawheelchairforme.Wewerethefirst

onestogetthereandtherewasnoreceptionist

atthefront,ithoughttomyselfthatthisone

disorganisedsurgery.

Thedoctorcameandaskedwherethe



receptionistwasbecausehehadbeenwaiting

forthefirstpatienttocomeinandnothing..

Otherpatientsthatwereafterusstarted

complainingtoo..Beingalawstudentithought

tomyselfthaticanprobablyhavethissurgery

shutdownbecausethere’spatientsherewho

aredesperatelyseekingmedicalhelpbutthe

receptionistisnowheretobefoundthat’sjust

somemessedupshit.

Heyawned.

Mom:Whathappenednext?

Thando:I’mtiredguys,ireallyhavetorestbeen

ontheroad..

Me:Noways

Mom:Don’tdothistous..

Kholo:Andiwannahearwhatyuyreallythought

ofme..

Hechuckled

Him:asweweresittingtheremyanklewasvery



painful,istartedcomplainingandthatmadethe

otherpatientscomplaintootheDoctorwentto

holdthefontatthereception…thedoctordidn’t

knowwhatwashappening,couldn’tseeand

findthefiles,didn’tknowhowtoregisternew

patients….

Whilethedoctorwasstrugglinglikethat,avery

beautifuldarkskinnedslendergirlwalkedin.

Shewaswearingashortblackskirt,stockings,

blackhighheelsandawhiteshirt.Shehadthe

mostbeautifulthinbodyI’deverseen.Shedid

thoseweavesbutherswasshort

Kholo:Itwasarazorcut

Thando:Yeahthat..Shehadasmallblackbag

withher,shewenttothereceptionthedoctor

startedyellingatherinfrontofallofus,the

otherpatientswerebusysaying“Yaathedoctor

hastoyellathershe’sincompetent”after

yellingthedoctorwenttohisofficeleavingthe

poorgirlwithtearsinhereyes…..Shelookedat



usandsaid“Canihavethefirstpatientplease”

igotupfromthewheelchairandlimpedmyway

tothereception.Shewasbusysortingsome

filesthentookafileandapenandshesaid“if

youareanewpatient.LeinalagagokeMang”

Ikeptquietiwantedherattention.Shestopped

whatshewasdoingthenlookedatme.I

reachedoutacrossherdeskandgotatissue

thengotatissueandhandedittoher.Isaid

“youcanstartbywipingyourtearsfirstbefore

helpingme”andtherestishistory..

Me:inevergettiredofthisstory..

Kholo:Butidon’ttalklikethat..

Him:Youdoespeciallythatpartof“Leinala

gagokemang”*imitatinghervoice*

Kholotookacouchcusionandhithim.

Kholo:Seriouslyidon’ttalklikethat..

Hepulledherclosertohimandkissedheron

herforehead.



Him:YouknowthatI’mjustteasing.

Ilookedatthemallsmiling,iwantthistypeof

relationshiponeday.MybrotherandKholo

cameacrossmanychallengesbuttheynever

letthosechallengesbreakthemapart,itmade

themstronger.

Whileweweretalkingandlaughinglikethatmy

otherbrotherwalkedinlookinglikeshit.It

lookedlikehehadonehellofanight.

Lunga:Goodevening

Hethenwalkedupstairs.

Mama:Lungacomehere!

Hestopped,turnedaroundthencametous.

Mom:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Lunga:iwaswithfriends.

Mom:Lungayousmelllikeabrewery!You

cannotdothisjustdisappearanddon’ttell

anyonewhereyougoing?Haiboitdoesn’twork



likethat!

Lunga:AreyoudoneThuli?

Mom:HaiboLungasoomuchdisrespect!

Hestartedwalkingagain.

Thando:Lungagetbackhere..

Hecameback.

Thando:WecannotdealwithDadthenhaveto

dealwithyoutoo!

Idon’thavethattime.

MybrotherThandoisabigdisciplinarian.His

notlikemyfather,hisnotabusivebutStrict.

Lunga:I’mtired,iwannaBath,iwannasleepis

thisconversationactuallygonnaget

somewhere?

Thando:YounotoldformetowhoopyourAss!

Neverforgetthat.

Lungastartedwalkingupstairsagain..



Thando:What’shisproblem?

Mom:idon’tknowhisbeenactingveryweird.

Me:Maybehismadthatibustedhimhaving

sexwithhisgfinhisroom.

Theroomwentsilent.Irealisedthatishouldn’t

havesaidthat.

Mom:Uthini?(whatareyousaying)

Meandmybigmouth.

Thando:Hedoessuchfilthythingsinfrontof

you?

Me:Hedidn’trealisethatthedoorwasnot

locked.

Him:Howcanhenotcheck?Whatthefuckis

hisproblem?

Kholo:Babe..

Thando:Noihavealittlesisterlivingherehe

shouldknowbetter!

HestoodupandWalkedupstairs.



Mom:iwishhecanbeathimtothepulp.

Me:Ma..

Her:What?Lungaisdisrespectful.

AsiflikeLunga’sdramawasnotenough,my

dadwalkedintheroom.Hetookthewhole

excitement.

Hesatdownacrossus.

Mama:Kholohowisyourmom?

Kholo:Mymomisnotwell,walwala(she’ssick)

Mom:ShestillhasPneumonia?

Kholo:Eyamama..

IsawmydadgivingKholoadeadlylook.

Dad:Inmyhousewedon’tspeakanyother

languageotherthanNdebeleorEnglish.It’s

eitherthosetwolanguagesorkeepquiet.

Khololookeddown.

Kholo:SorryPapa..



Mydadclickedhistongue.Kholowasstill

lookingdownplayingwithherfingers,icould

seethatshe’suncomfortable.

Me:Kholodon’tyouwanttocometomyroom

andseemyresults?

Her:I’dlikethat..

Westoodupandwenttomybedroom.

Kholo:Thankyouforsavingme.

Me:Yathatguycanbesomethingelse.

Kholoandisatonmybedwatchingmovieson

mylaptop,untilmybrotherwalkedin.Hesat

nexttous.

Kholo:Babeiamsocomfortableinthisbedi

thinkI’mgoingtosleepheretonight.

Thandoraiseduphislefteyebrow

Thando:Andwhoamigonnashareacoldbed

with?

Kholo:Youhavepillowstokeepyouwarmall



night

Kholoandilaughed.

Thando:Don’tstartwithme..

Me:Ncooohyouguys.Iwishicouldhavesuch

arelationshiponeday

Mybrothergavemeaweirdlook.

Me:I’mgrowingupThando

Him:Don’tstartwithmetoo.Youknowyou

gonnastartdatingwhenyou40.

Welaughed.

Him:PacktomorrowI’mdrivingyouto

Grandmother’shouse

Me:Really?

Him:Yayouandmom.Youcanstaytherefor

thewholeofDecemberwhileistillsortoutthis

situationwithyourfather

Kholo:AndI’mgonnabeboredhereallalone..



Thando:You’llgowiththembutI’llfetchyou

after3daysorsobecausewehavetogoback

homebeforeigetfired,icannotmissworkthat

much..

Me:YoohlemecallQondi.

Igotoutofbedtookmyphoneandwentoutof

myroomtocallQondi.Shedidn’thesitateshe

answered.

Qondi:Mybabysister

Me:ikeepontellingyouguysI’mnotababy

anymore

Her:Whatever

Me:Guesswhosecomingtheretomorrow?

Her:Santa?

Me:Nodummy!

Her:Butyousaidishouldguess

Me:Itsme!

Her:Wowiwonderhowimissedthat..



Me:Gotohellplease

Shelaughed

Her:lookI’mwithmygfyoudisturbingI’llsee

youtomorrow

Me:Mxmokay

Her:iloveyou

Me:loveyoutoo..

Ihungedupandsankdownonthefloor

overwhelmedbyexcitement.Iswearmy

Grandma’splacethere’slife,there’svibeican’t

waittoturnupthere!PART7UNTILYOU’RE

MINE
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Iwokeupthatmorningandstartedpacking.I

couldn’twaittogotoSoweto.Mymomwalked

inasiwasstillpacking.

Mom:Whatisthisihearaboutusgoingto



Grandmother’shouse.

Me:ThandotoldmetopackLastnight

Mom:DidDadApprovethis?

Me:idon’tknow

Mom:HaimaanThandoshouldn’tdosuch

thingstopissoffSkhosana

Me:Reallymom?

Mom:Saywhatyouwannasaybutthisisstill

Skhosana’shouse,hecannotjustshowupand

startmakingdecisionslikethat.

Me:Wow!

Mom:Stoppacking..

Me:NoI’mgoing..

Mom:Khan….

Me:Momdon’tstart..

Icontinuedpackingandshewalkedout,all

complaining.



Mom:PeoplecannotjustrockupfromRichards

bayandstartmakingdecisionsforus!

Irolledmyeyes…Iwenttobath.Iwasreally

excitedhadbutterfliesinmytummy.After

bathingiwenttoclothe.Ijustworeaskinny

Jean,SneakersandaGolferT.Itiedmyhair

intoaneatbun…..

Idraggedmybagdownstairsandwaitedthere..

Iwasseriousaboutgoingicouldn’twait….

Mydadcamedown,withmymom..

Dad:Whereareyougoing?

Me:tovisitGrandma

Dad:idon’tknowaboutthis,whoapprovedall

ofthis?

Me:Thando..

Him:What?

Helookedatmymom

Mom:Don’tlookatmeialsodidn’tknowabout



this.

Dad:Whereishe?Hecannotjustcometomy

houseandstartgivingorders!

Thandocamedown.

Mom:Speakofthedevil.

Dad:Whothehelldoyouthinkyouare?

Thandoputhishandsinhispockets.

Dad:howdoyoushowupInmyhouseandstart

givingorders?

Thando:doyoureallywannadothiswithme

rightnow?

Mydadlookedathim,isawhimclenchinghis

teethhardandhishandwasformingafist.

Afterafewsecondshelookedatusand

clearedhisthroat.

Dad:Uhm,it’sfineyouguyscango..

Iwassittingontopofmyluggagebag,that

answerdroppedmedown.Mymomwasalso



shocked.

Mom:Huh?

Dad:NaMahlanguisaidyouguyscango!

Thandopathimonhisback.

Thando:Goodchoice

Myfatherwasfuminghewalkedout..

Mom:Whatjusthappened?

Thando:Heknowswhat’sgoodforhim.

Me:Wowuhmlet’sgothen..

Thando:Westillhavetoeatbreakfast,idoubt

momhaspackedyet,andKholoisstillsleeping

sorelax.

Me:Youguysaregonnadelayme!

Isatonthecouchandwaitedforeveryone

wholetheytooktheirsweettimepreparing

themselves…

Ataround12:00Thandosaidwecango



Me:Hallelujahfinally!

Mymomhaddecidedtocomealongtoo.

WeallwenttoThando’sToyotaRAV4,anddrove

toSoweto.Icouldn’twaittogetthereichecked

onfbimmediatelythatI’monmywayto

Soweto……………………….

WefinallyarrivedatSoweto,iwassoohappy.

Whenwestoppedthecaratthegateigotout

andrantothehouse.

Mom:Khanyostopbeingforward!!!

Iranuptothehouseandopenedthedoor.My

Grandmawasmoppingthefloor.

Me:Wearehome!!!!!

IswearialmostcausedmyGrandmaaserious

heartattack.Sheturnedback.

Her:Khanyo!

ThelasttimeiwasatSowetoiwas9or10i

think..



Shecametohugme..

Her:UkhulilenaKhanyo(Youhavegrownup)

Therestofthepeopleentered.MyGrandma

huggedthemwhilemyBrothergotourbags.

IrantoQondi’sroomwhilemyGrandmawas

catchingupwitheveryone.Ifoundherclothing.

Me:sis!!!

Shecouldn’tbelieveitwasme.

Her:What?Youreallycame?

Shecameandhuggedmethenpickedmeup

andwaskissingMeonmycheek..

Me:Enoughphela!

Her:SorryI’mjusthappytoseeyou.

Me:WowyoulookgoodwiththatGerman

haircutandsixpack,Yaneh..

Shechuckled.

Her:You’llneverchange.



Sheworeablackshortthathadalotofpockets,

ablackspongebobt-shirtandblackchuck

tailors.

Me:kodwanakuyiwaphisowumanziso?(Where

areyougoinglookingallfresh)

Her:SundaychillasePark.

Me:iwannacometoo..

Her:Forget

Me:AhhQondiI’llbeboredwithallthisold

people.

Her:Fine,butI’llbewatchingyoucloselyidon’t

wantyougettingmeintrouble

Me:Fine..

Wewalkedifollowedherallsmiling.She

greetedeveryonetheyhuggedhertheywere

happytoseeher.Wethenwalkedout.

Thando:Whereareyallgoing?

Qondi:Justmeetingupwithsomefewfriends



atmaponyamall

Helookedatus.

Him:Okay..

Wewalkedoutthenwewalkedtothecorner

whereaGold7fetchedus.Itwas3niggas

inside.

Qondi:Theymyhomies..

Wegotinsidethecar,startedatthemallbought

meat,charcoal,andalcohol,wethenheadedto

thepark.Itwasnowaround17:30theparkwas

abitfull,wefoundourselvesaspot…Different

carswerethere,hoodgirlsweretherewith

shortsetcnjeitwasamess..

Qondigotmeacampingchairandisetdown

whiletheypreparedfiretobraai…

Oneoftheguyswewaswithcameuptome..

Him:Doyouwantsomethingtodrink?

Me:getmeaciderorsomething.



Thiswasthefreedomiwaswaitingfor..

HegotmeSminorffstorm,andopenedforme.

BeforeIdrankQondisnatcheditfromme.

Qondi:WhatareyoudoingBongz?

Bongz:HauwealldrinkingMossandhavinga

goodtime

Qondi:Sminorffstormpho?Lookmybig

brotherisaroundidon’twanttrouble.

Me:Qondi..

Her:HaiwenaQondiyani!!

Shehandedmeacanofcoke..

Isattheredrinking,itwasshitbecausethey

weredrinkingHeineken.Whiletheywerestill

busythereisnuckintothecar.Ipouredoutthe

CokethenputSminorffstorminthecokecan.I

wenttositdownagain,enjoyingmyselfandthe

music…..

WhileiwassittingdownawhiteBMWm3came



inmakingnoise,allattentionwentthere.It

didn’tParkfarfromus.Someguyscameoutat

thebacktheywerelookingfreshshame.Whilei

wasgluedthat,thedriver’sdooropenedandmy

mymylordhaveMercyonme.Someguycame

outanddamnyaneh!That’sallicansay.He

waswearingablackmusclevest,agrayishand

blackshirtthathedidn’tbuttonatthefront.He

waswearingblackpantsandblacksneakers

withawhitebeaniehat…theymadethemselves

comfortabletookoutchairscoolerboxesetc,

heevenhadathemostsexywalkI’veeverseen.

Bongz:YanehMageshalwayshastomakea

Grandentrance.

Qondi:Yekaimpintshiyami(leavemyhomie)

Ifiguredtheypopularbecausegirlswere

startingtocrowdthem..

Qondiwhistledandcalledouttohim.

Qondi:Magesh!!!.



Helookedatourdirection.

Qondi:Awung’Attende*Screaming*

ThisMageshguymadehiswaytous,hewas

nowholdingacanonHeineken.

HegottoQonditheydidthosehandshakesand

startedtalking.YashameMageshwasvery

goodlookingicouldn’tstopstarringathim.

What’smoreattractivewasthathewasn’ta

yellowbone.Hehadanormalskincolour,Pink

lips,andhiseyeswerekindablueishorgrayishi

don’tknowifitwaseyecontactsorwhat..

PART8UNTILYOU’REMINE
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HauiwaswaitingforanIntronyanaandnex.

TheywerestandingatthetrunkofourtheGolf

7wecamewith.Muexcusetogotherewould

be“iwanttogetadrink”becausethecooler

boxwasthere.OkaytheSminorffstormwas



gettingtomeabitmaybethat’sbecauseI’m

notusedtoalcohol.Itwasmyfirsttime

drinking.Iwalkeduptothem,iwasabit

nervousMageshwasmakingmenervous

literally.IthoughtCameronwasprobablythe

mostgoodlookingguyI’veeverseenbutthat

wasuntililaidmyeyesonMagesh………..

Me:UhmSorryijustwantedcoke.

HelookedatmethatmadememoreNervous,i

wastryingtoavoideyecontact.Mysistergot

meanothercanofcoke..

Me:Thankyou.

Qondi:Youwelcome.

Istoodthereabit.Ican’tbelieveQondididn’t

wanttointroduceme..

Qondi:Anythingelse?

IgaveheranAwkwardlook..

Magesh:I’msorrybutican’thelpnoticingthat

youguyslookabitalike



Qondi:That’sbecausethisismylittlesister.

HernameisNokhanyabutwecallher

Khanyo,andKhanyothisisafriendofminehis

nameisSihlebutbestknownasMagesh.

Helookedatmeandsmiled.

Him:NiceknowingyouKhanyo

Me:Samehere.

Itookthecanofcokeandwenttositdown.I

reallyneededtoknowwhothisMageshis,i

thinkikindalikehimidon’tknowmaybeit’sjust

aflingorafeelingthatwillpassby,butireally

wantedtoknowhimbetter.Ilookedatthem

whiletheyweretalkingthenafterawhilehe

wentbacktohisfriends..

Qondicameandsatnexttome.

Me:Sothat’syourFriend.

Her:Yes,butwenotthattight.

Me:Whyyounevertoldmeabouthim?



Her:What?Mageshisirrelevanttoyou.

Me:Hiscutethough

Her:Don’ttellmeyoualsolikehim?

Me:howcanyounotlikehim?Imeanhaveyou

seentheguyupclose?

Shelookedatme.

Her:IhopeyounotgettinganyideasKhanyo,

Mageshisnotthetypeofguyyoushouldbe

fuckingwith.

Me:Why?

Her:Ijustdon’twantyoufuckingwithhim.

Me:Therehastobeareason

Qondi:Hisolderthanyou,his24.Plushe

doesn’tdatekids

Me:Whatever.

Wechilledthere,weate,dancedalthoughmost

ofmyattentionwasfocusedonMagesh.He

wasneveraloneeveryoneandanyonewas



goingtohimalltalkingtohimandetc.

Unfortunatelyhedidn’tstayforthatlong,heleft

afterawhile..

Wechilledthereandihadacoupleofdrinks

withoutQondiNoticingandiwasgettingmore

andmoretipsy.

Weleftataround22:00,thecardroppedusat

thegate.

Qondi:DoyouthinkThandoisstillawake?

Me:idon’tknow

Qondi:Ifheisthenweintrouble.

Me:Yeaweprobablygonnabeintrouble.

Qondi:Areyoueventakingthisseriously?

Me:Yesiam.

Ididn’tcareaboutwhatmybrotherwasgonna

sayordo,whatwasinmymindwasjust

Magesh,andnothingelse.

WegottothedoorandQondiunlocked,We



foundKholopacingupanddowninthekitchen.

Kholo:Youguyswherehaveyoubeen?

Qondi:out..

Kholo:Thandoisouttherelookingforbothof

you,andheisnothappy..

Qondi:ifiguredthatout..

Khololookedatme..

Me:What?

Her:Areyoudrunk?

Me:NowaysIdon’tdrink

Kholo:YoucannotBullshitmeKhanyoiwas

oncewild..

Qondilookedatme.

Qondi:Forfuck’ssakeKhanyo,howdidyou

gainaccesstothealcohol?

Me:ihavemyways

Qondi:That’sjustgreat!



Me:ionlyhadacoupleofdrinks..

Kholo:Youknowwhatguysjustgotobed!

WewenttobedandQondiwasn’ttalkingtome,

shewasupset.Ididn’treallytakenoteofthati

hadmymindsomewhereelse……….

Wewaswokenupinthemorningbysomeone

bangingonthedoor.

Wetriedtoignorebutthepersonwasn’tgoing

away.Qondigotoutofbedandwenttoopen.It

wasThando.Thiswasjustwhatthefucki

neededespeciallywiththeminorhangoverthat

ihad……

Thando:Iamnothappywithwhathappened

lastnight

Wekeptquiet.

Him:2girlsoutonthestreetslateatnight,what

thehell?

Wedidn’tsaynothing.



Thando:doyouguysevenhaveanythingtosay

foryourselves?

Weshookourheadsno..

Him:Okaysincenoonewantstosayanything

youguysshouldknowthatihavesomechores

foryou.

Welookedathim..

Him:Yougonnacleanthewholehouse

thoroughly,imeanthewhole6roomhouse.

Youalsogonnacleantheyardanddothe

garden.

Me:Thatdoesn’tsoundright

Qondi:That’shardlabour

Thando:Idon’tcare!

Hestartedwalkingaway..

Qondi:That’sjustbullsh…

Thandoturnedaround.

Qondi:Bulldozer..



Thandowentout..

Qondi:Bullshitimeant!

Wegotupbrushedourteethwashedourfaces

andstartedcleaning.Formeitwashorrible

becauseI’mnotusedtohardlabour.Westarted

offwiththeyard,weweresweepingoutside.

Me:ThisisallyourfaultQondi

Her:Really?Howisitmyfault?

Me:Weshould’vecamebackEarly

Her:Mxm!Youmakeitsoundlikeiforcedyou

togo!

WhilewewerearguingthereisawMagesh

comingoutofthehousenextdoor.Hewas

wearingawhiteDenimskinnyJean,Brown

timbalandboots,awhitet-shirtandaBeanie

hat.Hegreetedusthengotintohism3and

went….

Me:Hisourneighbour?



Her:Yes..

Wecontinuedsweepingthensomegirlcalled

Nomvulacametous.Hermomandour

GrandmatheyclosetheyInthesamestokvel.

Nomvula:Heyguys

Wegreetedherback.

Shelookedatme.

Nomvula:YoohKhanyoIsthatyou?

Me:Itsme

Her:Yohawusakhulanganje!(youhavegrown

up)

Shehuggedme.

Her:Ihaven’tseenyousinceyouwere8or9.

Me:Yait’sbeenlong.

Whileweweretalking,isawMagesh’scar

parkingatthedrivewayofhishouse.Hecame

outthensomegirlcamefromthehouseand

wentoutofthegatetogivehimwhatlooked



likeaTablet.Hetookitandwentagain.Thegirl

wavedatusandwentbackinagain.

Me:Yathatguyishotshame!

Nomvula:Who?YoumeanuGesh?

Me:Ifthat’swhatyoucallhimYa..

Sheshookherhead,andclappedherhands

once.

Her:QondiI’mdisappointedinyou

Qondi:Why?

Nomvula:Whyain’tyouProtectingyoursister?

YouknowthatuGeshisbadandimeanvery

badnews.

Qondiignoredher..

Me:badnewshow?

Nomvula:YeywenayiGintsalomuntuphecelezi

hisaGangster!

Me:What?



Nomvula:Youdon’twannaknowsweetheart

thatguyhasscarybonesinhiscloset,

yisgebengulomuntu(hisathug)

IsawQondiShakingherhead.

Nomvula:Sitdowniwilltellyouaboutevery

scandalofthatguyandipromiseafterhearing

allthatYouwon’twantanythingtodowithhim!

Isatdown,thisihadtohear..PART9UNTIL
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Icouldn’twaittohearwhatNomvulawasgonna

tellmeaboutMagesh.Iwasverycuriousto

knowabouthislifeandalsoscaredimean

whatififindoutthingsthataregonnamakeme

looseinterestinhim.Wewenttositunderthe

treebecausetherewasshadethereandQondi

gotuscoldwaterasweweretakingabreather.

Nomvula:Laleke(listen)uGeshhisnotFromla



eSoweto.Akakhulelangala(hedidn’tgrowup

hereatSoweto)

Me:I’venoticedbecauseidon’tknowhim,never

seemhimbefore.

Nomvula:That’sbecausetheymovedherei

think5yearsagoorso.

Shepouredherselfaglassofwater.

Her:OriginallyhisfromCapeTown.whenhe

wasyoungithink13hemixedwiththewrong

crowdandbecameaGangster.Hewasina

Gangstercrewthathadadangerouscolored

leader.TheleaderlovedMageshtreatedhimas

iflikehewashisownchildandGeshalsowas

fondofhimbecausehedidn’thaveafather

figure,sotheGangsterleaderbecamelikea

fathertohim.

Me:WowGangsterat13?Didheevenhave

timeforschool?

Nomvula:ukhulumaezakhowena(Youare



talkingyourownthings)thispersonquitschool

attheageof13whenhejoinedthecrew!

Me:That’sdeep.

Qondiwasquietandlistening.

Nomvula:AiiketheleadertaughtGesh

everythingaboutbeingaGangster,astime

wentonGeshprovedhimselftobecommitted

tothislife.Hewasstealingcarslikehotcakes

makingmoremoneythananyoneelseinthe

crewandtheleaderlovedhimmoreandmore.

AstimewentonandGeshstartednoticingthat

hisputtinghislifeonthelinetogetherwithhis

crewfortheirleaderwhoonlypaysthem

peanutsfromalumpsumofcashthattheyget

fromsellingthestolencars.

Wecontinuedtolistenattentively.

Me:Whatkindofcarsdidtheyusetosteal?

Nomvula:BMWs,andMercedesbenzcarsthe

most.



Qondi:iswearNomvulait’salmostasiflikeyou

weretherewhentheywerestealing.

Nomvulaignoredthatcomment.

Nomvula:SouGeshstartedstealingfromthe

Gangsterleaderthenastimewentonhe

startedhisowncrew.WhentheGangsterleader

noticedwhatwasgoingonhestartedgoing

afterGeshandhisfamily.WhenGeshgotatip

offthattheGangsterleaderwantshimandhis

familydead,theyrelocatedtoNewcastleinkzn.

Eventheretheydidn’tstaylonghemadeahella

lotofenemiesandthat’swhentheycamehere.

Me:Wow..

Nomvula:Eventodayhehasn’tstopped,hisstill

aGangster

Qondigaveheraweirdlook.

Nomvula:Itstruehowdoyouexplainallthose

BMWsthatherollswith?Todayyim3,

tomorrowit’sanX6etcifallofthoseBMWs



werehiswhydoweneverseethemathis

garage?Idoubledareyou,gotohishouse

checkthegaragethere’sonlyhismom’scar,

Maratomorrowyou’llseehimdrivinganX6

uyithathephi(Wheredidhegetit)

Qondi:GeshhasshareskuleKFCeseshopping

centre.Hismakingmoneyhehasnoreasonto

steal.

Her:Exactlykantiwenawheredoyouthinkhe

gotthemoneytobuytheshareszaseKFC?It’s

thatmoneyhestolefromthatGangster!

Me:HehassharesatKFC?

Nomvula:Yebo!LeKFCeseshoppingcentreit’s

his,heownsit.

Me:Sohisindependentandsuccessfulthat’s

good.

Nomvula:Phumalapho,don’tgotherebecause

unesandlafuthi!(hisabusive)

Me:Hedoesn’tlooklikethetypethatwillbeata



lady.

Nomvulawidenedhereyes.

Nomvula:Don’tgothere…

Qondi:Geshisnotlikethat..

Nomvula:Don’tthinkyouknowapersonkanti

UthiwhathappenedbetweenhimandLesedi

hisbabyMama?

Qondi:Theyweren’tworkingoutanymoreso

theydecidedtocallitquits

Nomvula:ungazodlalasisi(don’tplay)

rememberhowmuchofawhoreLesediwas?

Me:HisbabyMamawasawhore?

Nomvula:aseriouswhoreandgolddigger.

Sugardaddiesleftandright,sextapes,nude

pics,Pulanenumber2.

Me:That’sdeep.

Nomvula:WhenGeshstarteddatinghershe

becamestraightlikearuler.Nomorepartying



nomoreBitchingheusedtobeatthat!

Qondi:Thatissonottrue!

Nomvula:ThenexplainwhyLesedihasthat

funnywalk?That’sbecauseGeshshotherin

herthighthattimehefoundoutthatshe’s

cheatingonhim.EyyGeshalmostkilledthatgirl.

Me:yaGeshsoundsscary

Nomvula:Awazinex(youdon’tknowanything)

whentheirdaughterbontlewasbornithinkshe

was3monthsoldLesedistartedseeingsome

guybecauseyenanoGeshbrokeup.When

GeshfoundoutheUnitedthatguywithhis

Ancestors.

Me:Asntlikehekilledhim?

Nomvula:Yebo.Hemadeitclearthathe

doesn’twantanotherguyclosetohisdaughter.

LesedilivedatoughlifewithGesh.Hewould

showupatLesedi’shousebreakwindows

threatenthemirememberLesediandheronce



cametocrashatmyhousebecauseuGeshwas

atittorturingthemtheywerescared.

Me:Couldn’ttheygethimarrested?

Nomvula:Theydidbutatthepolicestationthey

keptongivingthemRestrainingorders.Even

todayLesedidoesn’twantGeshtohavea

relationshipwithhisdaughter.

Qondi:lastweekGeshboughttoysforhis

daughterwhatareyoutalkingabout!

Nomvula:YeshesupportsherMaratheydon’t

spendtimetogether,wenawhenwasthelast

timeyouSawBontlecomingtovisitMagesh’s

house?

Qondi:Yooh!WheredoyougetallthisGossip?

Nomvula:ThisisnotGossip,thisishighly

classifiedinformationwhichigotfromahighly

trustedsource

Qondi:Youjustassumingthings

Nomvula:Itsfacts!Lesedi’smomandmymom



arebestiessoshetellsuseverythingwhenshe

comestovisitourhouse.

Iwon’tlie,iwasveryshockedatwhati

heard……..

Afterthatlittlegossipmoment,Nomvulaleft

andwewenttofinishoffcleaning,whenwe

weredoneweweredeadtired!Webathethen

arebreakfast.Imissedmybitchessoiwenton

myWhatsApp.

*********WhatsApp*********

Me:Bitchez!

Theyrepliedafterlike10min.

Charl:Youstupidbitchwhereareyou?

Me:Justvisitingfamily

Tiff:Whenareyoucomingback?

Me:Notsure.What’sbeenhappeningbitchez?

Tiff:Nothingwejustplaningourcampingtrip

obviouslywithoutsomeone!



Me:Sorryladies.

Charl:Youarenotforgivenatall!

Me:Let’skillthatBitchezihavenews!

Tiff:Wadup?

Me:SoI’mintothisguy,hisverygoodlooking,

hisyummy,andjusttodiefor.

Charl:But?

Me:ifoundsomedisturbinginformationabout

him.Hiskindalikedangerous

Tiff:Howdangerous?

Icouldn’treallytellmyfriendsaboutGeshthey

toojudgemental.

Me:Justabadboy..

Charl:hahahaforget

Me:Why?

Tiff:Wenotgonnagodownthatroadagain!

Me:Fineit’sAyt..



Wecontinuedchatting,untilmyb3waslow

thenicharged.MyGrandma,mom,Thando,and

Kholowentouttothemalltobuysome

groceries,Qondiwassleepingsoiwenttojust

standoutsideatthegate.

Tomysurprisethegirlisawearlierwas

standingnextdooratthegatetoo.Afterawhile

idecidedtowalkuptoher,shewastextingon

herphone.Shelookedyoungprobablymyage

andwasbeautiful.

Me:Hi..

Shelookedatme

Her:Hello

Me:I’mKhanyoandilivenextdoor

Her:I’mGuguzilebutyoucancallmeGugu.

NowwhereI’mfromwhenwevisitneighbours

weBringagiftofsomesort,maybeawineor

something.Me:Sorryididn’tbringyouaGift

Her:aGiftforwhat?



Me:Itsatraditiontogiveaneighbourapresent

whenvisitingthem

Shelaughed..

Her:YounotFromhereareyou?

Me:Notexactly

Her:icantell…SoareyourelatedtoDMD?

Me:WhoseDMD?

Her:Qondi?

Me:Ohwyashe’smysister.

Her:Really?

Me:ya….AndareyourelatedtoMagesh?

Her:Ohwyahismybrother..

Me:Nice.

Hauwhileweweretalkingisawagirlcomingto

us.Shelookedprettyiwon’tlie,probablythe

reasonwhyshebecamea“whore”

andshehadafunnywalk.



IsawGugurollinghereyes.Thegirlgottous.

Her:Isyourmomhome?

Gugu:Noshe’satwork

Her:WhereisGesh?

Gugu:Hisnotaroundeither.

Her:PleasetellGeshthathewillneverseehis

daughtereveragain!Iamtiredofhisabuseand

allhisshiticannottakeitanymore!

Ifiguredthat’sthebabyMama,Yeaphereis

whatNomvulawastalkingabout.PART10
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Iwatchedthatgirlasshewalkedawayfromus.

IwasthinkinghowcouldMageshdothistoa

girlwholookedsoosweet.Herwalkwasnot

thatbadbutifyoulookverycloselyyou’dsee

thatthere’ssomethingwrongwithherotherleg.



Gugu:Haike..

Me:Itsprobablynotmybusinessbutthatgirl

lookedprettyupset

Gugu:That’sjustmyBrother’scrazyBaby

Mama..

Me:Crazy?

Shesmiledandlookedatme

Her:That’sastoryforAnotherdaywheni

actuallytrustyou.

Isawmybrother’scarcomingfromdownthe

street.

Me:That’smybrother,ihavetogoI’mkinda

grounded

Her:Okayseeyouaround..

Me:Bye..

Iwalkedtothegateandwaitedforthem..The

carstoppedabitclosetome,theyallwentout

andstartedgettingplasticsfromthetrunkof



thecar..Ihelpedtoo.

Thando:ihopeyouaredonewithyourchores.

Me:Yesweare..

Wetookthegroceriesinsidethehouse.

Koko:icanseethatyouhavemadeanew

friend.

Me:Ohwyabutnotreally..

Mama:Whosethatnewfriend?

Koko:Guguourneighbour.

Mama:Gugu?

Koko:Yashelivesnextdoorumntwanaka

Bhele.

Mom:Bhele..Bhele..WaitBheleAsntlike

BusisiweBhele?

Koko:Yes..

Mymomstartedlookingveryuneasy.

Mom:Khanyoiwantyoutostayawayfromthat



family…

Me:Why?

Mom:Becauseisaidso..

MymomlookedatKoko

Mom:Ithoughttheywerelivingatcpt

Koko:Theymovedhereafewyearsago.

Mom:Ohwandtheyhappentomoveinnext

door?

Koko:Yacoincidentally

Mom:Coincidentallymyleftfoot.

Ilookedatmymom.

Me:Yousoundlikeyoudon’tlikethem

Mom:Yourightaboutthat.Idon’tlikeherson

hisbadnews,thatfamilyisbadnewsandi

don’twantyouassociatingwiththem.

Me:That’snotfair.

Mom:Lifeisnotfair.



Me:HowcomeyouletQondibefriendswith

Mageshandican’tevenbefriendswiththe

sister?

Mom:That’swhattheycallhim?

Ilookedather.

Mom:Lookbabyit’snotthatI’mtryingto

controlyouandwhatnot,iloveyouKhanyoand

idon’twantyoumessingaroundwithboyslike

that..

Me:I’mnotMessingaroundwithboys..

Her:iknowbutifyoubecomefriendswithGugu

herbrothermightstartbotheringyouandidon’t

wantyoumessingwithhim.Hehasa

reputationwithgirlsaroundhere,njethatboy

hasnothinggoodinhim.

Iwonderwhyeveryonewaswarningmeagainst

Magesh,ishereallythatbad?

Me:Howdoyouknowmom?

Mom:Becauseeveryonehereistalkingabout



him.Plusiusedtowitnesssomeofhisacts

whenweusedtostillcomeandvisithere.

Me:Thisistotallyunfair,howamisupposedto

makefriendsaroundhere?

Mom:Youdon’tneedfriends.YouhaveQondi,

Tv,Cellphone,laptop.Plusevenathomeyou

don’thavefriendsyoualwaysdoingthatSkype

thingwithyourfriends.

Herphonerang,shelookedatit.

Her:Itsdad,excuseme.

Shewentout.

IlookedatmyGrandma.

Me:Koko..

SheshruggedhershouldersandWalkedtoher

room.

Mybrothercametothekitchenwithhisbag

Me:Leavingalready?

Him:Yesihavetogobacktowork



Me:Okayimgonnamissyou.

Iwentandhuggedhim.

Him:willyoubeokay?

Me:Yes…Andi..

Him:Yes?

Me:iwouldliketostayhereforacoupleof

months.SinceI’vebeenhereihaven’thada

panicattack,orgetdepressedireallylikeithere.

Him:Whataboutschool?AndwhataboutYour

Therapistsessions.

Me:Wellicantravel…

Helookedatme.

Me:PleaseThandoidon’twannagohome.

Him:FineI’lltalktodad.

Me:Tellmehowdoyougetdadtobesopolite?

Hechuckled.

Him:Let’sjustsayiknowthingsabouthimthat



hedoesn’twantanyoneelseknowng.

Me:Thingslike?

Him:I’lltellyousomedaywhenyouareolder.

Kholocameandputherbagsatthekitchen,

Thandoaskedmetohelphimgetthebagsto

thecar.ItookKholo’sluggageandpushedit.

Me:Youwouldswearthatshewasgonnastay

herefor3years.

Thando:Womenandalotofclothes.

Asweapproachedhiscar,Mageshwascoming

outofhiscarwithhisfriends,theywasplaying

Mtee-Rollup,andsingingalongtothesongvery

loudtheywereholdingHeinekendumpiesi

stoodthereandlookedatthemshame.He

lookedinourdirectionandcametous..

Thandosawhimandputthebagdown.

Magesh:Thando!

Thando:Gesh,Gesh!



TheygreetedeachotherwiththatHandshake

andSidehug.

Thando:Youwillneverchangeman,eventoday

youstillmakenoise?

Geshlaughed.

Gesh:AhhyouknowMossifshetrippingleave

thebitchalone,that’swhyyou’llnevercatcha

Niggasober.

Hesaidthatwhileraisinguphisdumpietothe

air.

Thandolaughed.

Hisfriendsstartedcallinghim“Gesh”

Him:Ngiyazwakala(I’mcoming)

AiiMageshwasjusttoohotbo!Itriedfinding

anyflawinhimbutnothing.

Mageshlookedatme.

Gesh:Don’tiknowyoufromsomewhere?

Iwasprayingthathedoesn’tsayanything



abouttheSundaychillasatthepark.

Thando:idoubt.Thisismylittlesistershe’s

newhereandiwouldlikeyoutostayawayfrom

her.

Mageshlaughed.

Gesh:Whyme?

Thando:Youknowyourself.

Thandolookedatme.

Thando:Khanyoyoushouldstayawayfromthis

guy.

Thandowenttoputthebagsinthetrunk.

IwasstandingtherewithMagesheishawkward

moment.Helookedatmeandthatmademe

veryuncomfortable.

Him:Nokhanya…

Me:That’smyname.

Hesqueezedmycheekabit.



Him:Umuhleyezwa(youarebeautiful)

Mycheekswentpink,iwasblushing.

Me:Thanks

Hebithislowerlipthenwinkedatmeand

Walkedawaywiththatsexywalkofhis..Ifound

myselfblowingaironmyface.

Me:Khanyocalmdown.PART11UNTIL
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Haikedaysflewby,Christmaswasapproaching

mybrotherhadleftandmyMotherwasgonna

leaveafterChristmas.Surprisinglyenoughmy

dadhadallowedformetostayhereforafew

moremonthsonlyifipromisedthattheKasi

lifewon’tinterferewithmystudies.Meand

Guguwewerequiteclosenowiwouldgovisit

hereverynowandthen,butmymainvisitwas

toseeMageshOfcauseandimadesurethat



mymotherneverfoundout.

OneSaturdaymorningwewokeupandcleaned

thehouse,bathethenatebreakfastasafamily.

Wasme,mymom,Koko,andQondi.

Mom:Khanyo..

Ilookedather

Mom:Areyoustayingintouchwithyourfriends

becauseYesterdayCharlenecalledmeandsaid

shecouldn’treachyouonyourcell.

IhavebeenavoidingmyBitchez.

Me:Myphoneisgivingmeproblems.

Mom:Whatkindofproblems?Weboughtyou

thatphonenotsolongago

Me:ijustthinkit’sthenetwork.

Her:I’lltakeyourwordforit.

Koko:Whatiseveryonegoingtodotoday?

Mama:iwasthinkingthatweshouldgotoPtai



sawsomebeautifulcurtainseMarabastadthat

canfithere,becausewehavetoadmitItkoko

yourCurtainsareoldnow.

Koko:Tellthattoyourhusband,mysonwho

doesn’twannasendmemoney.

MyGrandmaworksasacleaneratsomefirm

andtheypayherR5800.Qondiworksatsome

InternetCafeandearnsR3500amonthwhile

doingNcoursesinEngineeringatsomecollege.

ShewasnowdoingN3.She’sstudyingpart

time.

MydadcontributesZeromoneytosupportmy

GrandmotherhisstillmadthatMyGrandma

tookQondiin,that’swhymyGrandmacannot

quitherjob.

Me:WellI’lljustbelazingaroundthehouse

that’sall.

Mom:Qondiwhatwillyoubedoing?

MymomlovesQondiverymuchandtreatsher



likeshe’sherown.Qondiwasveryquietwhile

wewereeatingshewasindeepthoughts.

Mymomhitthetable.

Mom:Qondi!!

Qondilookedather.

Mom:What’swrong?Youhavebeenveryquiet.

Qondi:Itsnothing

Mom:Areyousure?Becauseihaven’tseen

Nomusacomingtovisitusandit’sunlikeher

nottovisit.

MyfamilyhasacceptedQondiforwhoshe,i

meanthewholefamilyexceptformyfather.

Mom:Areyouguyshavingproblems?

Qondi:Shedumpedme

Koko:Why?Youguyshavebeendatingforquite

alongtimenow.

Qondi:Itsalongstory.



Someoneknockedatthedoor.

Mom:Expectinganyoneguys?

Weshookourheadsno.

Mom:Comein..

ThedooropenedandLungawalkedin.

Koko:HaLunga!

Hecameinwithbags.

MyGrandmastoodupandwenttohughim.

Koko:Whydidn’tyoutellusyoucoming?

Lunga:iwantedtosurpriseyou

Koko:Iamsurprised.

HelookedatmeandQondi.

Him:Nohugsfrommysisters?Soyouguys

didn’tmissme

Westoodupandwenttohughim.

Lunga:ItsgoodtoseeyouagainQondi



Qondi:Sure

Wesatdownagain.

Lunga:Okayyouneverlikethiswithmewhat’s

wrong?

Me:Girlfriendproblems

Lunga:Ohwthosearetheworst!

Mom:ihopeyouwon’tbecausingany

problemsforus.

Koko:Thuli..

Mom:Youdon’tknowhowmuchofaproblem

heis…………………..

DayspassedanditwasChristmastime,we

spentChristmastogetherasafamilywasvery

lovelyQondihadeasedupifiguredshefixed

hergfproblems.IwenttocheckuponGugubut

theyweren’tthere.They’rehousewasQuiet

gateslockedifiguredouttheyprobablywent

somewhere.Onthe27thmymotherwentback

home…….



Ikeptoncheckingnextdoorandtheystill

weren’taround,theycamebackonthe30th……

Guguandiweresittingoutsideatherhouse

justcatchingup.

Me:Sowherehaveyouguysbeen?

Gugu:besiyeeNewcastle(wewenttonew

castle)hadtovisitmyfamily.

Me:Andyoudidn’tcallmetoinformmeandall

that

Me:Eishsorryyouknowhowfamilyislikeno

phonesandallthat..

Me:Yaiknow,I’mjustgladthatyouarebacki

wasstartingtogetbored

Shelaughed.

Her:HowisQondidoing?

Me:She’sdoingfine..

Shewasallsmiling

Me:What?



Her:Nothing

Me:Youcannotsmilelikethatfornothing..

Her:Okaythismaysoundsillybut..

Me:But?

Her:ithinkilikeyoursisteralot

Me:What??

Thatwasveryshocking.

Me:ineverknewyouwasalesbian

Her:That’sthethingidon’thavefeelingsfor

girls.NeverhaveI’msurprisedifeelthiswayfor

Qondi.

Me:Welluhmifit’sanyconsolationI’mnot

lesbianeitherbutI’velikedafewgirlsbefore.

Her:Really?

Me:Yesithinkeveryfemalehassomelesbian

inher

Shelaughed.Mageshwalkedinthroughthe



gatewhileweweretalking.Hewaswithsome

womanwhowaswearingaNurse’suniform.

Shestoppedbyus

Her:Sanibonani

Wegreetedback.Mageshalsogreetedus.She

lookedatme.

Her:Haibo,GuguakusiyinganekaSkhosanale

(Guguisn’tthisSkhosana’schild)

Me:iam

Her:Ngiyashomaan.AveufunanoSkhosana(i

canseeyoulooklikeyourfather)

Ijustsmiled.

Shegavemeahandshake.

Her:Konjewhat’syourname?

Me:Nokhanya.

Her:Nokhanya,yazingakugcinauna4(thelast

timeisawyou,youwere4)lookhowgrownup

youare.Howoldareyou?



Me:17Years

Her:Yaukhulileshamewhatgradewillyoube

doingnextyearanddidyoupass?

Me:I’mgonnabedoingmatricandipassedgot

distinctionsinallmysubjects.

Mageshwhistled.

Her:kuyacacaukuthuuyiyoinganekaSkhosana

ngempela(itshowsyouareSkhosana’schild)i

grewupwithyourdadphela,hewasalsosmart

atschool.

Icontinuedsmilingididn’tknowwhattosay.

Her:AnywayletmegoandrestabitI’mtired.

Nightshiftdoesn’tplay.Anditwasnice

meetingyouKhanyo.

Me:Samehere

Shewalkedaway.

Gugu:Forgivemymother,shewillinterrogate

youasiflikeyouareamurdersuspect.



Me:Itsokay..

Welaughed.

Magesh:EhhGugutellmesomethingntwana

doyouknowaguywhodrivesaTSI,acharcoal

TSI?

Gugu:NowhyNtwana?

Him:YaziuLesediung’jwayelakabiwordisout

thatshe’sfuckingaguywhodrivesaTSI.

Gugu:idon’tknowanyonelaenkambiniyethu

(inourhood)whodrivesaTSI.

Him:iaskedaroundnoonehaseverheardof

him,soclearlythisguyisnotfromhere

becauseifhewasthen,hewouldn’tbedoing

shitlikethis!Kuyashoukuthiakakezwango

Magesh(it’sclearthathehasn’theardof

Magesh)

Gugu:WhydoyoucareaboutwhoLesediis

dating,youguysbrokeuplongtimeago

Gesh:cavayi(listen)idon’tcareaboutLesedi



Bitchingaroundiheardthatlebhariwas

holdingmydaughterbusyplayingdaddynow

that’spersonal

Gugu:Minaang’maziumfanawhodrivesaTSI

here(idon’tknowanyguywhodrivesaTSIhere)

Gesh:aisharpke

Hewalkedaway.

Gugu:Aiipeoplelikeplayingwithfireshame.

Anywaylet’sgobuyacooldrinkatthatIndian

shopkuyashisa(it’shot)

Westoodupandtookaslowlongwalktothe

Indianshop.

WhileweweretalkingisawGugu’sface

changing

Me:What’swrongnow?

Gugu:Nxa!LookatLesediBitchingaroundwith

myniece.

Ilookedatwhereshewaspointingicouldn’t



believewhatisaw.ItwasLesedistandingwith

mybrotherLunganexttoLunga’sTSIand

Lungawasholdingababygirl

Gugu:ifMageshseesthis,theywillpointa

housethatsellsliquor.

Ithasn’tevenbeenthatlongsinceLunga

arrivedandalreadyhiscausingproblemsforus..
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Icouldn’tproceedwithourtriptotheshop,i

wasscaredforLungaiwon’tlie.

Me:Guguithinkthatineedtogohome

Her:Hauwhat’swrongnow?

Me:NothingijustneedtohelpQondiwithsome

housechoresI’llseeyoulaterokay?

Ihuggedherandstartedwalkingaway

Her:Khanyowait!



Irushedhome,andwentstraighttoQondi’s

room.Iopenedbutitwaslockedsoiknocked

andknockedandknockeduntilsheopened.

Shewaswearingabumshortandavestonly.

Igotin.

Me:Weha….Whoaaaa!

Somegirlwassittingonthebed.Shewas

wearingabraandunderwearonly.

Me:Didiinterruptsomething?

Qondilookedatmeasiflike“Whatdoyou

think”

Thegirlgotupandstarteddressingup.She

didn’tlooklikealesbianatall.Shejustlooked

likeaninnocentprettygirl.Afterdressingup

shekissedQondigoodbyeandleft,Qondiwas

starringatherasshewalkedout.Thenshe

lookedatme.

Her:Thishadbetterbeserious!

Me:Youweregonnahavesexwithsomegirlin



abedthatisharewithyou?

Qondi:Itsmyroom

Me:YouaredisgustingQondiidon’twannalie

toyou

Her:Youinterruptedmysteamysessionjustto

tellmethatiamdisgusting?

Me:No,wehaveaproblem.

SheworeherJean.

Her:What’sup?

Me:ithinkLungaIsMessingwithLesedi,

Magesh’sbabyMama

Her:iknowwhoLesediis..Whatmakesyou

thinkso?

Me:TheyareupinthestreetsofSowetoacting

likethemostpowerfulcoupleever

Qondi:What?

Me:HisbusyFatheringMagesh’sdaughterand

Mageshisnothappywiththat..



Sheexhaled.

Qondi:Lungawhatishedoing?

Weheardaknockatthedooriwenttoopen

anditwasNomvula

Nomvula:Mtaka’Skhosana

Shemadeherwayin,andsatdown.

Her:WhereisQondi?

Me:inthebedroom…

Her:Okay

Me:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Her:Teaplease,4spoonsofsugar.

Iwenttoboilthekettle.Itwastoohotfortea

though.

Sheclappedherhands.

Nomvula:Weeh!Usuzwile(haveyouheard)

Me:Heardwhat?

Qondicameoutofthebedroom.



Nomvula:BathiuLesediismessingwithaguy

whodrivesaTSI!

Iwonderwhereshegotallthatinformation

from.

Qondi:Bathi,abobani?

Me:Qondistopbeingsarcastic.

IlookedatNomvula.

Me:Wheredidyougetthatinformationfrom?

Her:abantubayakhulumasisi(peopletalk)

Qondi:Abantunomawena?(isitpeopleoryou)

Nomvula:Qondiyinimanje(Qondiwhat’sup)

wazewabaseriousbo

Me:Don’tmindQondi..Isthereanythingelse

you’veheardabouttheTSIguy?

Nomvula:Ngivenjebathiuyababayenaubuzwa

ngaphanangapha(iheardhishot,everyoneis

askingabouthim)

Qondi:Nomvulahaveyoueverthoughtof



applyingforajobkoDailysun,I’msurethey

needsourceslikeyou.

Me:Qondimaan!

Qondi:What?Nomvulaisalwaysatthescene.

Nomvula:Yaziithingihambenawumuntu

azong’bhorabo(letmeleavebecausethis

personisboringme)

Shestoodupandleft..

Me:MaraQondi.

Qondi:Nomvulaistiring.

TimewentaswewerewaitingforLungato

confronthimbutkehedidn’tshowup.Itwas

now18:00idecidedtobathandworeaskinny

Jeanwithsneakersandat-shirtwithajacket.It

wasabitchilly.Ididahumponmyhairthen

tiedittoaponytailatthebackandputonan

eyeliner,mascara,andalipstickthentoppedit

oddwithbighoopearrings.MyGrandmawas

notaroundshewenttoherstokvelmeetingand



Qondiwaswatchingcartoons.Iwenttostand

atthegate,coincidentallyMageshcameout

fromhishousetoo.Heknewhowtodressup

withallthatswaghehad,yaa…………..

Hewalkeduptohisbwmhewasnowdrivinga

blackBMWX6wasparkedoutsideclosetohis

house.Hesawmethenstoppedandheaded

straighttome.

Him:eita

Iflashedasmile

Me:Hey

Him:icouldn’thelpbutnoticethatyouare

bored,iwasactuallyonmywaytobuySphatlo

(bunnychow)don’tyouwannatagalong?

Me:WhosaidI’mbored

Hesmiledalittle

Him:ifagirlstandsatthegatechancesare

she’shellabored



Ilaughedatthatcomment.

Him:Sowhatdoyousay?

Ilookedathim.

Me:aftereatingyou’llBringmebackhome?

Him:ipromise

Me:Okay..

Hesteppedoutofmyway

Him:Ladiesfirst

Iledthewayandhefollowedme.Heopened

thedoorformeandiwentinsidethenhedrove

off…

Wegotintosomeplace,itlookedlikeapuband

Grill,somethingofthatNature.

Wewentinsideitwasn’tthatfull,peoplestarted

greetedhim,hewasquitefamous….

Wewenttoorder.

Him:CanihaveiSphatloseR24pleaseandput



everything.

Hethenlookedatme,ihadnoideawhatwas

goingon.

Me:I’llhavethesame.

Him:Thenfixmeupwithmyusualdrinkand

getmyladyacider.

“Mylady”ilookedathim.

Him:Ithinkit’sbetterwegositoutside,there’s

toomucheyesupinhere.

Me:iwasthinkingthesamethingtoo.

Therewaschairsoutsidesowesatthere.

Wedidn’tsayanywordtoeachother,thathe

endeduptakingouthisphoneandiwasjust

lookingaround.Ourorderfinallycameandi

wassurprisedathowbigthatthingwas.

Gesh:Thankyou.

Ididn’tknowweretostart.IthadLettuce,chips,

cheese,Russians,younameitanditwasthere.



Mageshhadnotroubleeatingthat,hejustbit

hiswaythroughit.

Him:AndwecallthisanAfricanburger.

Me:Itsprettybig..

Him:Waituntilyoutasteit..

Ididn’tknowhowtodigmywayin.

Him:istheresomethingwrong?

Me:I’mwaitingfortheforkandknifeand

soviets.

Helaughedatme.

Me:Didisayanythingthat’sfunny?

Him:Whereareyoufrom?

Me:centurion.

Him:Ohhhnowiunderstand..

Me:understandwhat?

Him:Whyyouneedaforkandknife

Me:Whatareyoutryingtoimply,thatiama



coconut?

Him:Yousaiditnotme..

Me:YouknowwhatjustbecauseIdon’tknow

whatanAfricanburgerisdoesn’tmakemeless

ofanAfrican!

Him:Okaychill..

Me:I’mnotgonnachillwithyousittingthere

busyjudgingme!!!*screaming*

Iwasnowattractingeyes.

Him:Khikhiit’snoteventhatdeepsochill

please!

Me:NoI’mnotgonnachill!Youcannotinsult

melikethatandexpectmetochill?

Hestoodup.

Him:standup!

Me:standupforwhat?

Him:Iamtakingyouhomebecauseyouacting

likeaspoiltbrat,thatyouare!



Me:Ohwwow!!!

Icrossedmylegsandfoldedmyarms.

Me:Younotmybossyoucannotorderme

around.Maybeiwannaeatthissocalled

Africanburger,sodon’tordermearound!

Hecamestraighttome,grabbedmebymyarm

andpulledmetothecar.Heopenedthedoor

forme.

Him:Getin!

Igotin,hewenttothedriver’sseatandhe

drovemehome.IrealisedthenthatMeand

Mageshwewon’tworkatall..PART13UNTIL

YOU’REMINE
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IwasAytwithMagesh’sattitude,ididn’twant

nothingtodowithhimanymore.Igothome

thatnightandeveryonewaswatchingTv

exceptformyGrandmawhowassittingatthe



kitchendrinkingteashelookedverydown.

Me:Kokowhat’swrong?

Her:Phiriwashere

Phiriisaclosefriendofhers

Isatdownacrossher.

Me:Andwhathappened?

Her:Shewenttotownthismorning.

Bekarhulupheleukuyothengaiimpahla(shewas

rushingtobuyclothes)

Shesippedonhertea

Her:uZimwamrhelebhawatholaibhesi

msinyane(Godhelpedher,andshegotabus

veryearly).UhlikeduzeneVenkile,Wangena

wadobhadobhaakufunako(shegotoffcloseto

theshop,wentinandboughteverythingshe

wanted)whenshewasdoneshefelthungry

andwenttoarestauranttoeat.Whileshe

orderedsomethingtoeat,wakhumbula

bonyanaushiyeuLindaabuhlungwana.(while



shewasorderingsherealisedthatsheleft

Lindasick).Sheleftherthingsthereandrushed

totheChemist,afterbuyingsomemedicinefor

herdaughtersherealisedthatsheforgother

clothesattherestaurantandwhat’smoresad

shecouldn’trememberwhichrestaurantitwas

sohermoneywenttowaste.

Me:that’ssadoldageisreallysad.

Her:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Me:iwaswithGugu

MyGrandmadidn’thaveaproblemwithGuguat

all.Istoodup

Me:LetmegoandspeaktoLunga.

Her:Okay..

Iwenttothelounge.

Me:Lungaweneedtotalk

Him:I’mstillwatchingsoccersoitwillhaveto

wait



Me:ItcannotwaitthisI’dserious

Helookedatme,atleastQondiwastherewe

couldganguponhim.

Lunga:What’sgoingon?

Me:Ithasbeenbroughttomy,actuallytoour

attentionthatyouareinsomesortofa

relationshipwithagirlnamedLesedi.

Him:Howdidyouknowaboutthat?

Qondi:ThewholeofSowetoknowsaboutit

Him:Sowhatisthis,intervention?

Me:Nowedon’thaveaproblemwithyouand

thegirldating,theonlyproblemwehaveisthat

shehasababywithaguycalledMagesh

Qondi:andMageshdoesn’tlikepeople

Fatheringhischild

Lunga:I’mnotFatheringhischild

Me:isawyouholdingthebaby..

Him:Sowhat?



Qondi:LookLungawejustdon’twantyou

endingupinhotwater.

Me:Yadon’tstartthingsyouwon’tbeableto

handle.

Lunga:iappreciateyouguysworryingaboutme

butI’llbefine.

HestoodupandWalkedaway.

Me:Doesthatmeanhisgonnaleaveher?

Qondi:idon’tthinkso

Istoodup,Qondisatmedown

Qondi:Wedidourpart,it’suptohimtodothe

rest………………

Newyearscameanditpassed.Wehadagreat

onejustchillingindoorsplayingmusicand

drinking,OhwyesiwasnowFamiliarwith

alcohol.MyGrandmaisnotstrictshelet’susbe,

she’saverysweetperson…..

Lungaleftforcptiwashappybecausehehad



toregisterandallthat.

IwaswokenupthatMondaymorningbymy

phone,Itwasmymom.Schoolsweregonna

opennextweekMonday.

Me:Mom

Her:Morning,youstillsleeping?

Me:Yes.

Her:iwascallingtofindoutwhatyouwillneed

becauseschoolsareopeningnextweek.

Me:Myschooluniformobviously,andweneed

tobuystationary.

Her:I’llcomethisweekendwe’llgobuythe

stationaryandeverythingelsethatyouwillneed.

Me:Thankyou

Her:AndKhanyo..

Me:Ya?

Her:Pleasebehaveyourselfiambeggingyou.

Don’tdothingsthatyounotfamiliarwith,thisis



yourlastyearathighschoolsodon’tmessitup.

Me:Yesmom..

Her:Youpromisethatyouwillbehave?

Me:ipromise.

Her:Okayiloveyou..

Me:Mombeforeyougo

Her:What’swrong?

Me:I’mgonnaneedmyallowancetobe

increasedabit.

Her:KhanyoyougetR1500tobuytoiletriesand

doyourhair,thenyougetR2000forpocket

moneytobuylunchatschoolforthewhole

month,andthenyougetextraR1000justto

spoilyourselfwhatmoredoyouwant?

Me:WellyouknowhowthingsareatKoko’s

place..

Beforeievenfinishedtalkingtherewasanother

callcomingin,iignoredbecauseitwasa



numberthatididn’tknow.

Me:Grandmaissufferingfinancially…

Her:italkedtoKokothatwegonnasendher

casheverymonthtohelpsupportyou

Me:Yesbutineedcashofmyown.

Her:Khanyodorememberthatyounotgonna

staythereforever.It’sonlytemporaryjustuntil

thedustsettlesbetweenyouanddad

Me:Fineletmelivelikeidon’thaveparentsand

eatbreadwithMargarineandblacktea

Her:FineI’lltalktodad

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Her:Ya,ya,ya,ya,…Whatever

Me:iloveyou

Her:iloveyoutoo.

Ihungup.Thepersoncalledagain,ilookedat

theDigitsandididn’tknowthematall,buti

answeredanyway.



Me:Ya?

Voice:isthathowyouansweryourphone?

Me:uhmyesespeciallywithnumbersthati

don’tknow

Thepersonlaughed.

Voice:iwasjustcallingtofindoutifyoustill

madatme

Me:Whoareyou?

Voice:iguessididn’tmakeagoodimpression

then,whereareyou?

Me:iamhome,areyougonnatellmewhoyou

are?

Voice:maybeyoushouldopenthedoorand

findout.

Ihungup.Ididn’thavetimeforgames.There

wasaknockatthedoor.Igotoutofbedand

mademywaytothedoor,wheniopenediwas

surprisedtoseeMageshstandingthere.



Him:hi..

Me:Hi..Wha..whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:icametotalktoyou

LuckilymyGrandmaandQondibothwentto

worksoiwasalone.

Him:canipleasecomein?

Me:Wellshoulditrustyou?

Him:Whatcouldipossiblydotoyou?

Me:idon’tknow,there’salotthatcanhappen

whenyouallowastrangerintoyourhouse

Hechuckled

Him:OhwsonowI’mastranger?

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedathim.

Him:imnotheretohurtyou,that’snotmystyle

Ilookedathimfromheadtohissneakers

Me:Wellsinceyoumeannoharmcomein

Hewalkedin.



Him:I’mguessingyoujustwokeup

Me:Yes..

Helookedatwristwatch.

Me:Gotaproblemwiththat?

Him:Nope,noproblematall

Hesatdown.

Him:iamheretoapologiseaboutwhat

happenedthattimewewentout,iamverysorry.

Me:Sorrythatyoujudgedme?

Him:YesI’msorrythatI’vejudgedyou,andif

yougivemeachanceiwouldliketotakeyou

outandgettoknowyou.

Me:Tellme,areyoulikethiswithallthegirls

aroundhere?

Him:Idon’tevenassociatewithgirlsaround

here

Me:Isitbecauseyoudonewiththem?



Him:ineverevenwentthatfar..

Me:Ohw

Him:Yes,anyotherquestions?

Me:No..

Him:Soareyouacceptingmyoffer?

Me:Areyouaskingmeoutonadate?

Him:iwasjustthinkingthatit’stwofriends

goingouttohavebreakfast,butifyouseeitas

adatethenitis..

Me:isee

Him:Youstillhaven’tgivenmeachance

Me:I’llgooutwithyou.Onlyifyoudon’tjudge

meandigettochoosewherewego?

Him:Okayimdownwiththat

Hestoodup.

Him:I’llcomebackandpickyouupafterafew

minutes.Iwannagotothecarwashfirst



Me:Okay..

Iwalkedhimtothedoor..

Helookedatme,ormybodytobeexact.Iwas

wearingshortpjpantswithamatchingtopand

sleepers.

Him:Seeyouthen..

Me:Bye

Hewalkedawayiclosedthedoorandijust

almostmeltedatthedoor.ThiswasthedayI’ve

beenwaitingfor..PART14UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Ipreparedmyself,woreahighwaistblackshort

thathadbuttonsatthefront,Iworeawhitevest

thatituckedininside.Iputonmyblack

gladiatorsandals.Itiredmyhairintoaponytail

andputonawhitehairribbonkindalikethings

atthefront.Itoppeditoffwithabitofsome

mascaraandeyeliner.MageshTextmethathis



waitingformeoutside.Itookmysmallhand

bagandmademywaytothegate.Hewas

drivingaredBmwGT.Igotinandhestarted

driving..

Him:Sowherearewegoing?

Me:Ilovefoodfrommaxissoiwannagothere

Him:Okaywe’llgototheoneatWonderpark

mall

Me:Whysofar?

Him:Itwillgiveusmoretimetotalkandgetto

knoweachotherandallthat

Me:Okay

Him:Youlooksexybyway..

Me:Thankyou.Sowhat’supwithallthisBMWs?

Todayyoudrivinganm3,tomorrowanX6,and

thenaGTIwhereyougetallthiscarsfrom?

Him:istealthem

Igavehimaweirdlook.



Hegiggled.

Him:ThisarejustRentalcars,butthem3is

mineiboughtitcash.

Me:Whynotbuythem?Insteadofrentingthem?

Him:Becauseweonlyhaveadoubledoor

garage.IalreadyhaveanAudiR8,anm3,and

mymom’scarcrowdingupthegaragesoican’t

getmorecars.

Me:Itmakessense…………….

WedrovetoWonderparkmallwhilechatting

andlaughing,hewasreallyafunpersontobe

aroundwith………..

Wearrivedandwentstraighttomaxis.

IorderedaTangychillicheeseburger,he

orderedthesameandsomecooldrinks.

Him:Sothisisyourstyle?

Me:Yeapthisismystyle..

Weate,iwasallhumbleatelikealadytook



smallbitesandallthat.

Magesh:Areyougonnafinishthatanytime

soon?

Me:Yes,justbepatientiamaladynotapig

Helaughed….Ididn’treallyfinishmyfoodigot

fullalongthewaydidn’tevenaskforadoggy

bagwejuststoodupandwent………..

Wedidsomebitofsomewindowshoppinguntil

wegotintoajewelleryshopandiwentin,you

cannotseparatealadyfromjewellery.Nowiam

inlovewithAnneKleinwatches,iwenttowhere

theywereandlookedatthem…….Mage

shwasnexttomesurprisinglyenoughwewere

holdinghands.

Me:Theybeautifulneh?

Him:Theynotbad..

Thesalespersoncametous.

Her:Goodafternoon..



Wegreetedherback..

Her:Canihelpyou?

Me:Nowejustlooking

Her:Okaycallmewhenyouneedhelp

Me:iwill

Shewalkedaway..

Me:iliketheRoseGold&whiteone.

Thatwatchwasjusttoobeautiful,ithada

ceramicdesign,thecasewasrosegold&white.

Thestrapswerewhiteandceramic.Itwas

R1500

Magesh:ifyoulikeitsoomuchicanbuyitfor

you

Me:Noyoudon’thavetooit’sfine..

Him:Icannotbebusyhavingyoudroolingover

thewatchbecauseiknowgirlswhenwego

backhomeyouwillbeTalkingaboutthiswatch

nonestop.



HesignalledfortheSalesladytocomeand

helpus.Shetookthewatchoutandiputiton

myhand,itwasabitbigbutshewentand

reducedit,tookout3linksorso,afterthatitfit

perfectly.Iwascrazyoverthatwatch………..

Wehadnothingmoretodosoweheaded

home..

AsdayspassedMageshandigrewcloserthat

weendedupmakingitofficialyeswebecamea

couple.Iwasn’tsureaboutthisimeanthisis

myfirstrelationshipbutiwaswillingtotakethe

riskbecauseIreallyfeltsomethingforMageshi

don’tknowifitwasloveorwhatbutIreallydid

feelsomethingdeepforhim….

ThatSaturdaymorningiwaswaitingformy

mothertocomesothatwegoshopping,she

wasrunningabitlatesoIdecidedtowash

dishesallsmilingandhumming,thatididn’t

evennoticeQondiwalkingintheroom..

Her:Someoneishappy



Me:Ohwhey.

Her:There’snoreasontoaskhowyouare

becauseclearlyicansee

Icontinuedsmiling.

Her:Whogotyouallsmilinglikethis?

Me:Ahhit’snoone.I’mjusthappyabout

schoolsreopeningnextweekI’mgonnabe

doinggrade12soit’sabigdeal.

Her:Grade12isexciting,doworkhard

Me:isurewill.

Mymomfinallycameandwewenttobuy

stationaryandeverythingelsethatimaneedfor

schoolnextweek………

Weboughteverythingiwaslessvocaland

morethinkingaboutMageshandwhathisup

tooiwasverygagaoverhim.Aftershopping

mymomandiwenttohavelunchat

McDonalds.



Her:iamtryingsoohardtoignorewhat’s

happeningwithyou..

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Thesmile,youareveryquietwhichisvery

unlikeyou..

Me:I’mexcitedaboutstartingschoolnextweek.

Her:Areyousurethat’sall?

Me:Yaathat’sall..

Her:Khanyoiwasn’tbornyesterdayobviously

there’saboyinvolve

Me:Mama..

Her:iknowI’moldbutnotthatold.Iwasonce

17.

Denyingwouldbeuseless..

Her:Sowhoisthisboythat’smakingyouto

smilelikethis?

Me:Okayfine,hisfromschoolandour

relationshipisstillfresh.



Iwasn’treallygonnatellherthatI’mdating

Mageshshewouldgoballistic

Her:ihopeyouwon’tbehavingsex.

Me:Mama..

Her:What?Ihadtosayit.Waitabitand

rememberdadstillwantsyoutogoforvirginity

testinguntiluyeeqhudeni.

Ipersonallyhatethosetraditionalthingswerea

groupofversiongirlshavetogoinsome

sacredplacewheretheybetaughtaboutalotof

thingstopreparethemfortheirjourneyfrom

beingateentobeingawomanandihavetogo

thereaftermatricthat’swhymyDadismaking

surethaticonservemyvirginity.

MybrotherThandohasalreadywenttothe

initiationschool,Lungaissupposedtogothis

yearJunebuthisstillprotestingheisnotfor

thatatall,butmydadisforcinghim.

Afterfinishingeatingweheadedhome,she



didn’tstayforthatlongataround17:00She

wenthome..

MageshsentmeaWhatsAppmessagethati

shouldcometohisplace…Iwastednotimei

wentthere…..

Helivedintheoutsiderooms.Howhedidthe

roomswasbeautiful.Hehadalounge,bedroom,

andthebathroom.Thebathroomincludeda

shower.Hedidn’thaveakitchensoheusedthe

kitcheninthehouse.Ifoundhimallsittingon

hiscouchplayingxbox.

Me:You’vebeenacouchpotatoallday?

Hepausedandopenedhisarmsforme.Iwent

andsatontopofhimandwekissed,didi

mentionhewasagoodkisser?Hebasically

taughtmehowtokiss..

Him:I’vebeenboredalldayifthat’swhatyou

asking.

Me:Shame.



Hekissedmeonmyneck

Him:Andwhatwereyoudoingallday?

Me:iwentshoppingwithmymomhadtogeta

fewthingsforschoolnextweekMonday

Him:Areyoulookingforwardtostartinganew

gradenextweek?

Me:Yaiam..

Hecontinuedkissingmeonmyneckitwasa

bitticklishigiggled.

Me:Stopit,it’sticklish

Him:ItssupposedtobeRomanticandnot

ticklish.

Me:Finethen..

Hecontinuedkissingmeandbitingmyneck,if

wasn’tticklishanymoreitwasaturnon.Iwas

wearingashortheranhishandsonmythighs

thenkissedmeonmylips.Ifeltabithotinmy

privatearea,hormonesstartedkickingin.He



gotmeoffhimandwenttolockthedoorthen

camebackandcarriedmetothebed.Hegot

ontopofMeandwecontinuedkissing.Hetook

offmyt-shirtanditookoffhisvest..

Theheatwasturningup,hekissedmeallthe

waytomybellybuttonandplayedwithhis

tonguearoundthereireallylikedthat.Hethen

gotupandtookoffmyshorts,that’swheni

thoughtofmyfatherandshitbroughtmeback

toreality.

Me:Wecan’tdothis..

Him:Can’tdowhat?

Me:Havesexit’sstillearlydays..

Him:Comeonyoucan’tbackoutnow..

Hecontinuedkissingme

Me:I’mseriousGesh..

Him:Okayfinelet’sjustfoolaround

Me:Weonlygonnafoolaround?



Him:Yes..

Me:Okay..

Wecontinuedundressingeachother,untiliwas

leftwithmybraandBumshort,andhewasleft

withhisboxers.Icouldfeelhewashardwhen

hewaspressingagainstmyvaginawhilehe

wasontopofme.Thatkindamademeabit

scaredthoughandicouldfeelapanicattack

wantingtocreepinbuticoncentratedmoreon

whatweweredoingwhichsuppressedit….

HeputhishandinsidemyBumshortandplayed

withmyclit,iwasnowmoaningicouldn’teven

concentrateonthekiss.Whilehehadhishand

insidemehetookmineandputitinsidehis

boxers.Iamnotfamiliarwithanythingbuti

playedaroundwithhishardshaftwhichwas

biggerthanianticipated..

Wecontinuedplayingwitheachotheruntilhe

wentdownonmeandtookoffmyunderwear.

Heinsertedhistongueinmystillvirginhole



whilerubbingmyclit,andicouldn’tcontain

myselfanymore,iwasmoaningandicouldn’t

keepstill,igotextremelyturnedonthati

grabbedonthepillowhardthatwasnexttome,

islowlyscreamedhisnameashewas

increasingthepacewhichdrovememoreand

morecrazy,asiwasclosetocomehecameup

andkissedmewhiledryHumpingmeandhis

hardshaftwasrubbingagainstmyclitandthat

mademecome,ieventhoughtiwasgonnabite

offhislip.Ididn’tknowwhatwashappeningall

iknewisthat,thiswasthenicestshitthati

haveeverexperienced.PART15UNTILYOU’RE

MINE
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Weweredoneafterthatsteaminghotsession

ofOralsex.Igottoexperiencesomethingihad

neverexperiencedbeforeyouknowandihad



anopportunitytoactuallygivehimaBJ.Imean

thisismyfirstrelationshipandalreadyiam

turningintoaslut,makethatGeshwasturning

meintoaslut….

Me:Youareverynaughty

Him:saysavirginthatgavemeabj..

Ilaughed.

Him:istillcannotbelievethatyouareavirgin.

Me:AndI’dliketokeepitthatway..

Him:ifyousayso..

Me:Itwasnicethough

Him:Itwouldbemoreniceifweactuallydoit

Me:itoldyouthatit’sstillearly.

Him:AndI’mnotforcing.

Me:ithinkineedtoshower,I’mfeelingabit

stickydownthere

Him:bemyguest..



ItookmyBumshortandbrabrathatwasn’tfar

frommeandigotdressedup.

Him:ithinkyouneedtobenakedtotakea

shower.

Me:I’llbenakedintheshower

Hechuckled.

IgotoutofbedandWalkedtothebathroombut

stoppedatthedoor.

Me:Whereareyourtowels?

Hewasstarringatmybody.

Me:Gesh..

Him:Uhmthey..Checktheuhm..

Me:Uhm??What?

Heclosedhiseyes

Him:ithinktheyInthebathroomcheckaround

there..

Iwentinandtheywerestackedupinashelf



kindalikething.ItookashowerusinghisRadox

Showergelitsmelledgreat………..

Igotoutanddriedmyself,thenappliedhisbody

lotion…hecameinwhileiwasjustnakedlike

that.

Ifreakedout…..

Me:OmgGesh!Don’tyouknock?

Him:Sorryithoughtyoudone.

Hewasinhisboxersonlyandhehadagreat

body…….

Him:Youhaveaverysexybodyidon’tknow

whyyousooshytoshowitofftome.

Hegotcloserandputhishandsaroundmy

waist.Heleanedcloserasiflikehisgonnakiss

mewhilebitinghislowerlip…..Herubbedhis

noseagainstmine.

Him:Youhavenoideahowmuchiwannafuck

yourightnow!!



Asmuchasiwantedtodoitwithhimbutthe

timewasnotright.WhatIfigiveittohimand

hejusttapthatAssthenrunaway…

Me:ithinkishouldgobefore..Be..

Hepushedmeagainstthedoorthatwasclosed.

Hewasstillallupinmyface,andwasjust

nailingmyhandsagainstthedoor..

Him:ithinkyoushouldgotoo..

Hecamecloserourlipsalmosttouching,my

eyesalreadyclosed,andwaitingforthat

explosivekiss.Heletmego,Iopenedmyeyes

hegavemeasidesmile.

Him:Bye..

Haukanjalonje?(justlikethat)

Iwatchedhimwalkintotheshowerhehada

tattooofaLion’sheadonhisshoulder.I

dressedupandtookmyphonethenwenthome.

Shit10missedfromQondi.Ilookedatthetime

itwas20:00..



Igothomeandopenedthedoor,Qondiandmy

Grandmawerepacingatthekitchenlooking

worried,Qondilookedatme,shewasfurious.

Her:Wherethefuckhaveyoubeen?I’vebeen

calling!!

Grandma:Qondi…

Qondi:NoKokoit’snotsafeoutthereforalittle

girltobewalkingaroundthestreetsofSoweto

aloneatnight!!

Shelookedatme..

Qondi:Haven’tyoureadaboutgirlsgetting

rapedandmurdered?Doyouwannabea

statistictoo?

Me:iwasatGugu’splace

Grandma:ItsokayKhanyo,pleasecallnexttime

andletusknowwhereyouare

Me:iwillKoko.

Koko:LetmegoandsleepI’mtired.Qondidon’t



forgettocomeandmassagemyfeet

Qondi:I’llberightthere.

Kokowalkedaway..

Qondigavemeacoldstare.

Me:Excuseme..

Iwalkedpassedher.Shegrabbedmyhand.

Shestartedsniffingme.

Me:Whatthehell?I’mnotadog!

Him:WhyareyousmellinglikeaNigga?

Me:That’soffensive

Iwalkedawayagain,shegrabbedmyarmagain

exceptthistimearounditwasatightgrip.

Koko:Qondi!!!

Qondi:Wenotdonehere…

Shewentandiwenttomyroom.Wewere

sleepinginseparateroomssincethereweren’t

guestsanymore.



Ichangedintomypjsandgotinbed.Icouldn’t

fallasleepiwastossingandturning..

Igotmyphoneandplayedaroundhiscontactsi

wantedtocall,buthebeatmetoitwhenhe

called.Ianswered.

Me:Heyiwasjustthinkingofyou

Him:iwasthinkingofyoutoo

Itwasnoisywherehewas

Me:Whereareyou?

Him:Chesanyama

Me:Comeandfetchme

Him:Ain’titpastyourbedtime?

Me:Butimissyou..

Him:OkayfineI’llbetherein10.

Igotupandgotdressedipreparedmybedasif

likethere’ssomeonesleeping.

IworeaJean,Sneakers,vestandjacket.My



GrandmawassleepingalreadyQondiwas

watchingTv.Ineedaplaniwenttothe

bathroomandwhatdoyouknow?Nobutler

proofsonthewindow.Yesisnuckoutthrough

thewindowandprayeditdoesn’tmakenoise,

whichitdidn’t….Thegatewaslockedifigured

thatQondilockedsoiwentoverthegateand

mysneakersmadenoiseasilandedonthe

ground,iquicklywentovertoGesh’shouseand

stoodbythegatewhilethewallhidmeincase

Qondigoestocheckwhatitis….

IsawGesh’sBMWapproachingiwavedand

luckilyhesawmeandstopped.Iwentin.We

kissed.

Him:Whatareyoudoingtomewomanican’t

stopthinkingaboutyou?

Me:Thequestionshouldbewhatareyoudoing

tome..

Him:iloveyou

Wooow!



Ismiledathim.

Me:iloveyoutoo..

WekissedthenhedroveofftoChesanyama.It

washappeningtheremusicwasplaying,there

wasalotofpeopleitwasaSaturday.Wewent

tojoinhisfriendsheintroducedthemtome.It

wasTmanandGigs…

Theyseemedprettycool.

Tman:Letmegetourorder..

HecamebackwithGrilledchicken,redmeat,

chips,andbuns.Theygotthemselvessome

Heinekenandigotaredsquarecider.

Gesh:willyouhandlethisfood?

Me:Yes..

WhenI’mwithMageshnooneexists,notmy

dad,Qondiorbrothers.Hemakesmehappy..

Weateandcontinuedtalking,iwaslaughing

mostofthetimetheyveryfunny..Ourmoment



wasshortlivedwhencopswalkedin.Thewhole

Chesanyamawentdead,itdidn’tlooklikethey

wereheretoeatlookedliketheywerehereto

makesomearrests.Itwasthosewhitescary

afrikaanersMotherFuckers.Theylookedaround

andisawthemmakingtheirwaytous.Itwas

atleast5ofthem.Theywerewearingbullet

proofvestshadgunsetc……Iwon’tlieiwas

gettingabitscared.

TheylookedatGeshwhowasn’tshakenby

them.

Cop1:Canwetalktoyou?

Gesh:Amiunderarrest?

Cop1:Nowejustwannaquestionyou

Gesh:Forwhat?

Cop1:Areyougonnacomewithusornot?

Geshlaughedalittle

Gesh:Don’tyouthinkthisisgettingabit

ridiculousSargentMerwe?Igodowntothe



stationstillidon’tgetarrested,it’stiring.

Thecopjustturnedourtableupsidedown,

peoplestartedlookingatusiheldonto

Magesh’shandtight.

S.Merwe:Mypartnerfailedtoputyoubehind

barswhereyoubelong!Butipromiseyouthati

willfighttoseeyourotinjail.

Gesh:Yourpartnersaidthesamethingtome2

yearsagoandwhereishenow?Wewalking

ontopofhim.CountyourwordsSergeant

becausewewouldn’twannabewalkingontop

ofyouinthenext2yearstoo.

ThecopgrabbedMageshbyhisT-shirt.Isaw

Magesh’sfriendsstandingup.Mageshshook

hisheadandtheysatdown.Thecopletgoof

him.

S.Merwe:Wewillmeetagain

Gesh:ilookforwardtoit!

HegaveMageshadeadlylookthenturnedinto



hispartnersandtheywalkedout.Ihadmyhand

onmychestthinkingwhatthefuckjust

happened…PART16UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Ididn’tgobackhome,IsleptoveratMagesh’s

placeandwedidn’tdoanything.Wedidn’ttalk

aboutwhathappenedatChesanyama,he

wasn’twillingtotellandiwasn’twillingto

ask…………..

Iwokeupthatmorning,itwasSundayhewasn’t

nexttome.IgotoutofbediwaswearinghisT-

shirt.Iwenttothebathroomandwashedmy

facethenrinsedmymouth..Iwalkeduptothe

kitchenandtherehewasmakingbreakfast.

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Hey

Iwenttohughimfrombehindashewasbusy

fryingbaconatthestove.



Him:Howdidyousleep?

Me:isleptokay.

HismomandSistershowedupatthekitchen,

theylookedalldressedupforchurch.

Iletgoofhim,hismomgaveusaveryserious

look.

Igreetedthem,onlyHissisterreplied.

Mom:Sihlekwenzakalanila?(Sihlewhat’s

goingonhere)

Gesh:ithinkishouldjusttellyouguysnow.Me

andKhanyowearedating.

Theylookedshocked

Gugu:Wowthat..Ireallydidn’texpectthat.

Hismomlookedatme.

Her:CanipleasetalktomySon?

IwalkedouttotheloungewithGugufollowing

me.Wedidn’tsaynothingtoeachother,I’m

guessingwereallyhitthembysurprise..



Mom:SihlewenzaninenganekaSkhosana?

(whatareyoudoingwithSkhosana’schild)

Ididn’thearanywordfromSihle

Mom:Youalwayslikebringingmeproblems!

Gesh:idon’tunderstandhow..

Her:Yeyangikaqedi!(I’mnotdone)doyoueven

knowwhatthewholeofSowetoIssayingabout

you?SihleihaveCopscominginandoutofmy

houseonadailybasis,don’tyouthinkthat

stressisalreadyenoughforme.

Sihle:KodwaMamaweren’tyoutheonewho

wasbusyapplaudingKhanyoforpassingwith

distinctionsandtellingmehowmuchofawell

respectedgirlsheis?Aren’tyoutheonewhose

alwaystellingmethatyouwantmetosettle

withamoreresponsiblegirl?Agirlthatactually

respectsherself?Agirlthat’snotaftermy

money?Agirlwhoseeducated.

Her:Awukeuthule!Shutupmaan!!



Magesh’smomsoundedveryangry.

Her:Yesididsayallthosethings,kodwa

azangengithilandainganekaSkhosana!(i

didn’tsaygoandgetSkhosana’schild)lengane

izanezinkinga(shecomeswithproblems)futhi

she’sveryyoungforyou!

Gesh:ithinkshe’soldenoughtodecidefor

herself.

Her:SihleyekainganekaSkhosana,iyeke

phantsi!(leaveSkhosana’schildalone)

Gesh:Momirespectyouandallthatbut

unfortunatelyiwon’tallowyoutocontrolmy

relationships.IloveNokhanyaandthere’s

nothing..

Iheardasoundasiflikesomeonegotslapped.

Mom:I’mnotgonnarepeatmyself!

Afterthatiheardthekitchendoorbanging.

Mom:Sihle!!!!!



Sihle’smomcameintothelounge,shelooked

atme.Iwasveryscarediwon’tlie.

Her:TshelaminaNokhanya,wenzaninoSihle

(tellmesomethingNokhanya,whatareyou

doingwithmyson)

Ididn’tknowwhattosaytoher.

Her:Youknowhowyourfatherislike,ifhecan

findoutaboutthisit’sgonnabewarbetween

himandmyson.Mysonisverystubbornand

AggressiveNokhanyatheywillfighttodeath

andidon’twannawitnessthatfight.Ngicelanje

ungenzeleifavour,hlukananoSihle!(domea

favourandleaveSihlealone)

Ilookedather,bitchwasserious.

Her:Futhiumncanekabi(youaretooyoung)

youshouldbefocusingonbooksandnotboys!

Yanehthiswomanwasn’tscaredofspeaking

hermind.

Her:listenhere,ifyoucometomyhouseletit



berelatedtoGugu,AngifuniukukubonanoSihle

sezwana?(idon’twannaseeyouwithSihle)

Inoddedmyheadyes.

Her:Plushehasababy,idon’tthinkyouare

readytobeastepmomyouveryyou.Godate

boysyourownage,Hainkosiyami!Don’tletme

takebackwhatisaidaboutyou.Idon’ttakeyou

asoneofthoselosedownlowgirls.Don’tmake

methinkukuthiuyingwandla(whore)

Gugu:YohMamathat’sabigword.

Mom:She’sbehavinglikeonesowhatami

supposedtosay.Iqinisoliyafuneka(thetruth

shouldbetold)

IstoodupandWalkedouttoMagesh’sroom.I

gotmyclothesandstarteddressingup,hewas

watchingTv.

Him:Whathappened?

Me:Maybeyoushouldaskyourmom..

Him:Whatdidshesay?



Me:Itsnotwhatshesaid,It’swhatshecalled

me

Him:Utheni?(whatdidshesay)

Me:ung’bizengengwandla!

Him:What?Shereallysaidthat.

Me:Yes,literally!

Him:lookKhikhiithinkthatshe’soverwhelmed

byusdating,itwasashocktoher.

Me:Areyoureallygoingtodefendher?Wow!

Him:I’mnotdefendingher,I’mbeingrealistic.

Me:Thenstaywithyourrealisticmom,because

me,myselfandi,I’mdonehere!

Iwalkedoutandwenthome.Iwassurprisedto

findthatQondididn’tgotowork,shewas

sittingatthekitchentappingherphoneonthe

table.

Her:Youhaveliterally60secondstoexplain

yourselforelseI’mcallingThando.



Istoodthereandlookedather,60seconds

passed.

Her:Okaymaybeyou’llfinditbettertalkingto

yourolderbrother.

Shedialledhisnumber.

Her:andwhatdoyouknow,it’sringing

Me:Fine..

Shehungup.

Isatdown…

Me:I’mdating..

Shelookedatmeindisbelief

Her:Who?

Me:Ma..I’mdatingMagesh.

Her:What?

Ilookeddown.

Her:I’mnotcomprehending

Me:Wearedatingandlastnightisnuckoutto



goseehim!

Qondi:Yousleptathisplace?

Inoddedyes..

Her:Yousleptwithhim

Me:Notsexually

Qondi:Okay..

Shestarteddialingsomenumberinherphone.

Me:Whoareyoucalling?

Shegavemethehand.

Qondi:HeySergeantMerweihopeyoustill

remembermeQondi,Magesh’sneighbour…..

Yesrememberyousaidishouldcallyouifi

haveanythingtotellyouaboutMagesh..

Shethenlookedatme.

Qondi:Welliwanttotellyoueverythingabout

hisstingoperation….Thehonesttruthisthat

MageshisnotaGangster,hisadrugLord..



Myjawdropped!PART17UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Idon’tCareaboutQondicallingtheCops,whati

actuallycareaboutisMageshbeingadrugLord!

Qondi:nowI’llbemeetingupwithSergeant

Merwe.

Me:Isitreallytruewhatyoutoldhim?

Her:LookKhanyo,Geshisaverydangerous

Guy.Youdon’twannabemessingwithhim.

Me:everyonehastoldmethat.

Sheheldmyhand.

Qondi:iloveyou,youtheonlysisterihave.It’s

alsomyjobtoprotectyou.Protectyoufrom

peoplelikeGesh.

Me:Don’tworrybecauseveleourrelationship

won’tbegoinganywhere

Her:Didsomethinghappen?



Me:UmamakaMageshsaidNgiyingwadla

Shelookedatme.

Her:Wtf??Thatwomanhasanerveiswear

Me:Ya.It’samazinghowpeopleareagainstour

relationship

Her:Wenotagainstit,wejusttryingtoprotect

youhere.

Shestoodup.

Her:uihavetogoandmeetupwithSergeant

Merwe.

Me:Okaybesafe

Her:stayawayfromMagesh.

Shewentawaythencameback.

Her:Maybeyoushouldcomealong

Me:Why?

Her:Becauseidon’ttrustyou..

Me:iwon’tgotoMagesh



Her:Yousnuckoutthroughthebathroom

windowlastnight.Youluckyididn’ttellKoko.

Me:FineI’llcomewith……..

Iwenttobath,thenafterwelefttomeetupwith

SergeantMerwe.Wemetinasecretplace.He

greeteduswithhandshakes…………

Merwe:Thankyouforagreeingtomeetupwith

me

Qondi:Itsapleasure.

Weweretalkinginhiscar,thatwasparkedina

secretlocationwherecarsweren’tpassingand

therewasnopeople….

Merwe:I’mallearsyoucantellmeanything

Qondi:AsI’vesaidonthephone,ihave

classifiedinformation

Merwelookedather.

Qondi:MageshisadrugLord,hasbeenonefor

thepastfewyears.HeboughtsharesatKFCto



actuallycoveruphisactssothatnoonecan

suspectanything.

Merwe:Howdoyouknow?

Qondilookedatme..Sheclearedherthroat.

Qondi:ionceworkedforhim..

Me:What???OmgQondi!!

Merwe:Thenyouknoweverythingabouthis

business

Me:Notreally.Allihadtodowasjusttraffic

drugstoothercountriesandgetmymoney.He

isverydiscreetaboutthis,onlyhimandhis

closetFriendsactuallyknowaboutwhat’s

happening.

Merwe:Thenwe’llhavetokeepacloseeyeon

Hisfriends.

IcannotbelieveQondirightnow.

Merwe:Thankyouforconfirmingmy

Suspensionsiknewthisguywasuptonogood.



Mypartnerwasonhimformanyyearsandhe

diedwhilestilltryingtoputthatdogbehindbars.

Qondi:Whathappened?

Merwe:Hewastoldthatthere’saleadonthe

casewhichledhimtoacertainwarehouseonly

tofinditwasasetupandhewasattackedby

pitbullsinthatwarehouse,literallyattackedby

pitbulls….

Me:That’shorrible..

Merwe:isuspectthisMageshwastheonewho

hadhimkilled,wantedtosilencehimforever..

Qondi:MageshisadangerousGuy,andplease

mayhenotfindoutaboutthis?

Merwe:I’llmakesurehedoesn’t.

Hestarteddrivingawayanddroppedusnotto

farfromthetaxirank,andwecaughtataxi

backhome……………….

Igothomeandiwastryingtomakesenseof

everything.IhearthatGeshIsdangerousand



allthatbutilovehim,andidoubtI’llwakeup

tomorrowandmyfeelingswould’vechanged.I

wasbroughtbacktorealitybymyphoneringing

nexttome.ItwasGesh.Ilookedatit,iwanted

toanswerMaraeish.Finallyianswered….

Me:Gesh..

Him:Aiimaanwenakantihowmanytimes

shouldicallyou?

Me:Sorryiwassleeping.

Him:iwanttoseeyouKhikhi..

Me:Geshi..

Him:Khikhiplease..

Hisvoicethoughwhenhebegs.

Me:WhataboutYourmom?

Him:Don’ttellmeaboutmymom,ijustwantto

seeyou…I’llbewaitingforyoutocomeinmy

room.

Hehungedup.Eishwhatamigonnasayto



QondiMara…

Iwentuptoher..

Me:Qondii..Canigooutforawhile?

Her:givemeyourphone

Igavehermyphone.Shecheckeditout.

Her:YougoingtoseeGesh?

Me:No..

Her:Don’tmakemeafoolhisthelastpersonto

callyou.

EishQondi.

Her:Comeandsitnexttomeandwe’llwatch

TVbecauseyouarenotgoinganywhere…

Iwentandsatnexttoher.Veleshedidn’tgive

memyphoneandshedidn’tletmesee

Gesh……………..

ThefollowingdayitwasMonday,firstdayof

school,actuallyfirstdayofmebeinga

matriculant.Iwasexcitedicouldn’twait.I



dressedupandby6:30iwasdonewith

Everything.Igotalotmessagesfrommy

brothersandmomwishingmeasplendidday…

Scelocametofetchmeanddrovemetoschool.

Hedroppedmeoffatschoolandtoldmethat

he’llfetchmeafterschool.Asiwaswalkingup

tothegateididn’tbelievewhoiwasseeingit

wasMagesh,hewasparkedclosetomyschool

andattractingabitofsomeattention.Hecame

withanX6,iwentuptohim.Ihuggedhim.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Hehuggedmeback

Him:iwasmissingyoualotsoithoughtwhy

notcomeandseeyou..

Me:Marayouhavetime.

Him:iwasthinking…howaboutwespendthis

daytogether?

Me:Areyousayingishouldskipschool?

Him:Itsonlythefirstday..



Me:I’maheadgirlishouldn’tbedoingthis..

Him:Headgirlgonebad..

Me:idon’tknow..

Hestartedgivingmeapitifulface

Him:Please….

Me:Don’tbegitmakesyoulooklikealost

puppydog..Anadorableonethough

Him:isitworkingthough?

Me:well…

Him:PleaseKhikhi..

Me:FineI’llgowithyou..

Ilookedaroundandtherewerenofamiliar

faces……………..

IspentthewholedaywithMagesh.Ihada

greatdaywithhim,wewenttothezoo,wentto

somemuseumhadlunchtogether,hebought

meabigteddybearwewenttoplayGamesat

Eastrandmall,itwasjustafabromanticday.I



didn’tknowhecouldbethisromanticshame.

Hewenttodropmeoffattheschoolgateat

around16:00iwaslookingaroundthatmy

friendsdon’tseemeoranyoneIknowdoesn’t

seemme..

Scelofinallyarrivedanddrovemehome….

Therewasnothingmuchtodoathomei

changedmyuniformQondicamebackfrom

workandwewenttobuySphatlo.

Her:Sohowwasyourday?

Me:Itwasablissireallyenjoyed..

Her:haveyouguysstartedlearning?

Me:Nahitwasmostlyintroductions.

WegottothejointboughtSphatloandmy

sisterfinallytaughtmehowtoeatit.

Me:Thisisactuallydelicious

Her:itisindeed

AswewereeatingthereisawGesh’scarpulling



uptous.HegotoutwithhisfriendTmanand

Gigs,theycametous.Geshdidn’tlookhappy..

Gesh:Sorrytointerruptyourlunchladiesbut

Qondicanihaveawordwithyou?

Qondi:Surewhat’sup?

Geshlookedatme.

Him:inprivate..

Qondi:I’mcomingKhanyo

Shestoodupandtheywenttostandnotthat

farfromme.Theystartedtalkingicouldn’thear

whattheyweresayingthoughMaratheconvo

gottense…..AfterawhileisawMageshpulling

outwhatseemedtobeagun,andheshotmy

sisterithink4timesInbroaddaylightduring

peoplehours.Afewladiesscreamed,someran

away.Geshandhisfriendswenttohiscarand

droveoff..

Me:Qondi…

Istoodupandrantoher.



Heshotherinthechestandshewasalso

bleedingfromhermouth,sheseemedtobeina

lotofpain..

Me:Somebodypleasehelpme!!

Youknowhowblackpeopleare,theystood

thereandwatched….PART18UNTILYOU’RE

MINE
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Mysisterwastakentothehospital,andiwas

soGreatfulthatshewasalivealthoughshewas

inICUshehadlostalotofblood.Iwassitting

besideherholdingherhand,mysisteralmost

diedtryingtoprotectme,alotofpeopletoldme

aboutthisguyandineverlistened.My

GrandmawaswithusshewasreadingherBible.

ItookmyphoneandtextMageshisenthima

seriousmessagetellinghimhowmuchihate

him,howiwishhecoulddie,howevilhewas

andthatididn’twantanythingtodowithhim



anymore………..

IfMageshreallylovedmehewouldn’thave

donethistomysister.TheCopsgotinwhilei

wasthinkinglikethat……

Cop1:Goodevening,iamdetectiveNgobeni

andiwillbehandlingthiscase.

Koko:ThankyouforcomingDetective

Ngobeni:Itsourjobmam’

Helookedatme.

Him:ibelieveyouweretherewhenthewhole

incidenthappened.

Me:iwas..

Him:Pleasetellmeexactlywhathappened.

Me:Mysisterandiwe..Wewenttogetfoodat

somelocaljoint.Whileweweresittingthere

MageshshoweduphisrealnameisSihlebythe

way.Heaskedtotalktomysistertheywentto

standnotthatfarfrommeandafterafew



minuteshepulledoutagunandshotmy

sister…

Koko:What?SihleistheonewhoshotQondi?

Me:YesGrandma

Ngobeni:Whendidthishappen?Givemethe

time

Me:wasaround17:00or18:00.Therewere

peopletherewhosawhimshootingher.

Ngobeni:weretheyfightingorsomething?

Me:NobutibelievethatGeshfoundoutabout

mysisterinformingtheCopsaboutHisdrug

operation

Ngobeni:ThisMageshdealswithdrugs?

Me:Yes..

Ngobeni:Anythingelse?

Me:Nothat’sall..

Ngobeni:Thankyou.Wewilldosome

investigationsandwe’llkeepyouintouch.



Koko:Thankyoudetective

Theywent.

Koko:ididn’tknowthatumntwanakaBusisiwe

iscapableofdoingsuch

Me:HisevilKoko

Wesatthereuntilverylateatnight,therewere

notaxisandwedidn’tHaveacarbutmy

Grandmaaskedtheparamedicstodropusat

homebecauseican’tstayhereuntiltomorrowi

haveschool…..

Theparamedicsgaveusahassleatfirstbut

endedupagreeingandtheydroveus

home………..

Igothomebatheandwenttobed.Iwasvery

heartbrokenwhatifQondidoesn’tmakeit,my

phonerangitwasThando,ianswered.

Me:Hey..

Thando:hiigotyoursms,isittruewhatyou

saidaboutQondi?



Ihadinformedbothmybrothersandmymother.

Me:Yes,shewasshot4timesshe’sinICU

Thando:Whathappened?Andshotbywho?

Ican’treallytellhimaboutmeandMagesh.

Me:HewasshotbyMagesh

Thando:What?Youseenowwhyitoldyouto

stayawayfromthatguy

Me:Yesnowisee

Him:I’llcomedowntherewhenigettime

Me:Okay

Him:besafeandiloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo.

Ikeptonthinkingandthinkinguntilifinally

passedout………..

Iwokeupthatmorningandpreparedforschool

thenScelofetchedme…………..

Scelo:Mpintshiyami,fedengizwilengoQondi



Hade(I’veheardaboutQondi,I’msorry)

Me:Yait’sreallysad

Scelo:kwenzakaleni(whathappened)

Me:Geshshothim…

Scelo:Wait,GeshAsntMagesh?

Me:Ya,youknowhim?

Scelo:Whodoesn’tknowMagesh,whatwas

QondidoingmessingwiththatguyGeshis

dangerous.

Me:morelikemewhowasmessingwithhim.

Scelo:uzamaukuthini(whatareyoutryingto

say)

Me:iwasdatinghim

Scelo:Mpintshioutofallthestupidthings

you’vedonebefore,thisisworse!Stayaway

fromthatguy.Icanprotectyoufromeverything

butican’tprotectyoufromhim.

Me:Whyareyouguyssoscaredofhim?



Scelo:Youshouldbescaredofhimtoo..

Igottoschool,saidmygoodbyestoSceloand

Walkedin…Surprisinglymyfriendswerewaiting

formeatthegate…..

Charl:Bitchwherethehellhaveyoubeen?

IfonlytheyknewhowmuchI’mnotinthemood

forthis.

Tiff:We’vecalled,weWhatsApped,wedid

everythingandstillyounevergotbacktous,

whatthehelliswrongwithyou?

Me:I’msorryI’vejustbeendealingwithalotof

shit..

Charl:Shitlike?

Me:Mysistergotshotbecauseofme..

Tiff:Youhaveasister?

Itoldthemeverythingwhilewewereonourway

toclass..

Tiff:Wow!Ihavenowordshey



Charl:Kaywhatwhereyoudoingmessingwith

aguyfromthetownship

Tiff:Yesyouknowbetterthanthat.Younot

tailoredforthetownshiplife

Charl:YesKay,youneedtogobackhome

Me:Withallthat’shappenedimightconsider

goingbackathome…

Theclassgotfullandtheteachercame.I

wasn’tconcentratingnothingonwhatour

Englishteacherwassayingiwasthinkingabout

Qondi.Afterawhileiheardhercallingmy

name….

Her:MissNokhanyaSkhosana

Tiffpokedmefromtheback

IlookedatourEnglishteacher.

Her:theHeadmistresswouldliketoseeyouin

heroffice….

Islowlystoodupandmademywaytoher



office.Whatdididonow?Iwalkedpassher

Secretarywhotoldmethatishouldgoin.Igot

intoherofficeandiwassurprisedtosee

DetectiveNgobenithere.

Headmistress:MissSkhosanadoyouknowthis

gentleman?

Me:Yesmam

Her:Hewouldliketotalktoyou,regardingyour

sister’scase

IsatdownandtheHeadmistresswentout.

Him:Sorryfordisturbingyouatschool

Me:Itsokay,pleasetellmethatyou’veatleast

foundsomething

Him:Unfortunatelynoididn’t.Iwenttothe

crimesceneandeveryoneiaskedtheresaid

theydidn’tseeanything.

Me:That’sridiculous!

Him:Eventheshopownersaidhedidn’tsee



anything.

Me:icannotbelievethis..

Him:WealsowenttothisMageshandasked

forhisgunsurprisinglyenoughhisgunwasnot

thegunthatwasusedtoshootyoursister.I

wantedtoarresthimforillegalpossessionof

anfirearmbutit’slicensed

Me:Thisisamess

Him:Wealsoaskedhimabouthiswhereabouts

andhesaidhewaswithhisbabyMamathe

wholeday,andhehadanalibitheyspenttime

togetherwenttothezooandheevenbought

herthings.Hehasreceiptstoprovethatanda

teddybearthatheboughther.

Me:That’sbull!!!Hewaswithmethewholeday

beforeheshotmysister.Thatteddybearhe

boughtitforme!

Him:rightnowit’syourwordagainsthisand

unfortunatelyhehasawatertightalibi.



Me:Sowhathappensnow?

Him:We’llhavetowaitforyoursistertowake

uponlyshecantelluswhathappened.

Hethengavemeaseriouslook

Me:What?

Him:Mageshissayingthatyoudoingthis

becauseofrevenge.

Me:Whatrevenge?

Him:Thatyoutooweredatingbutitdidn’twork

outnowhehasgonebacktogetherwithhis

babyMamaandyoucan’thandlethat.

Me:Wow!!!PART19UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Whatiheardreallyinfuriatedme,howcana

humanbeingbethisevil!



Ididn’treallyenjoymydayatschooliwasbusy

thinkingaboutthewholeMageshandQondi

saga………………….

Schoolwasfinallyoutandicouldn’twaittoget

home.Scelodroppedmeoffatthegate,andleft.

IsawMageshbeingalllovydoveywithLesedi

theywerestandingbyhiscarallkissingand

whatnot.Iwalkedtowardsthegate,butthen

myAngerdidn’tallowmetogoinwithoutgiving

himapieceofmymind…….Iwalkeduptothem.

Lesedigavemeanastylook.Ididn’tcare

nothingabouther.

Me:Sihlecanitalktoyou?

Him:aboutwhat?

Me:ithinkyouknow.

HelookedatLesedi.Lesedikissedhim.

Lesedi:Pleasedocomebylater,bontlemisses

you.

Him:iwill..



Shestartedwalkingaway,andGeshwas

lookingatherAsswhilebitinghislowerlip.She

haditall,thelooksandthatBeyoncetypeof

bodyiknewididn’thavenothingonthat.Iam

verythin,modeltypeofbody.Mageshlookedat

measiflikehewasirritatedbymypresence.

Him:ufunani?(whatdoyouwant)

Islappedhim,iwasveryangry.

Me:Howcouldyoudosomethinglikethisto

me?

Herubbedhischeekwhereihadslappedhim.

Me:Youliedthatyoulovedme!

Him:That’snotalie

Me:itis!Ifyoudidlovemeyouwouldn’thave

triedtokillmysister!!

Him:Yoursisterisasnitch!!Shebetrayedme,

afterallididforherandafterwhatwehave

beenthroughtogetherasateam!



Me:howdidyouevenfindoutthatshesnitched

onyou?

Him:ihaveeyesandearseverywhere.

Me:Youarenotahumanbeing!Iregretdating

you,ihatemyselfforallowingyoutotouchme,

tokissme!

Helaughedalittle.

Me:wasourrelationshipevenlegit?

Him:Noiwasjustusingyoutogettoyour

brother!Rememberyourbrotherthatdrivesa

TSIthatyouforgottotellmeabout?

Me:Wow!

Him:Yeshefooledaroundwithmybabymama

sowhynotfoolaroundwithhislittlesistertoo?

Itriedslappinghimagainbutheheldmyhand.

Him:YaziniNokhanya(youknowwhat)let’s

forgetthatyouandioncedated.Youbeautiful

andallthatbutyounotmytype,youtoomuch



ofachildandasnob,younotwomanenough

forme.

Yoohyathosewordshitmedeep.

Iwalkedawayandwenthome.Iunlockedthe

doorandwenttomyroomicried…howcould

Geshsaysuchthingstome..

Me:iamdonewithyouSihle!

Iamtrulydonewithhim.Itmighttakelongto

getoverhimbutI’llgetthere.Myphonerang

anditwasmydad.

Me:Daddy..

Him:Nokhanya

Me:Yes?

Him:Packallyourthingsimcomingtofetch

you.

Me:But

Him:I’veheardaboutwhathappenedtoQondi.

Itcould’vebeenyou.Youarenotsafethere



Me:ButdaddyicannotleaveKokoalone

especially..

Him:Nokhanyaiamnotaskingyouiamtelling

you!StartpackingI’monmyway………………..

Iliketheideaofgoingbackhome,I’llforget

aboutGeshandsticktothelifeiknow,butthen

whataboutKoko,whataboutQondi.Icannot

leaveKokoaloneespeciallywithQondiinthat

state……….

….

Ipackedallmythingsandwaitedformydad.

MyGrandmacamebackfromworklookingall

exhausted.

Her:Khanyo

Me:Koko

Her:CanyoupleasemakemesometeaI’mvery

tired

Me:OkayKoko.



Imadeteaforherwhileshesatdown.

Her:DidyougoandseeQondiatthehospital?

Me:Noididn’t…

Her:ialsocouldn’tmakeit..

Imadeherteaandgaveittoher..

Her:Hauwhyareyoualldressedup,uyaphi?

Me:Dadiscomingtofetchme

Her:ithoughtyouweregoingtostayherefora

coupleofmonths.

Me:HeheardaboutWhathappenedtoQondi

andhesaysiamnotsafehere.

Someoneknockedatthedoor.

Iwenttoopen,itwasGugu.

Her:hi,canipleasecomein?

Iletherin.

Gugu:SawubonagogoSkhosana

MyGrandmagreetedback.



Her:I’llgoandhaveteainmybedroom.

Shewent.

Gugu:I’veheardaboutQondiandI’msorry.

Ijustlookedather..

Her:ihopethiswon’tchangeanythingbetween

us

Me:Itchangeseverything.Guguidon’tthink

youandicancontinuebeingfriends

Her:Don’tpunishmeformybrother’ssins.You

basicallytheonlyfriendihaveandidon’t

wannaloseourfriendship.

Isatdown.Ihadtearsinmyeyes

Her:What’swrong?

Me:Yourbrothertrulyhurtme.Afterourbreak

uphewentbacktohisbabyMama,itwas

almostasiflikeimeantnothingtohim.

Shereachedacrossthetableandheldmyhand.

Her:I’mtrulysorry.Ialsofindithardbeing



relatedhim.Sometimesigethatedforthings

thatididn’tdo,likenowialmostlostmyonly

friendbecauseofhim.

Ilaughed.

Her:I’msorryKhanyoandtoeliminateany

awkwardmomentsInourfriendshipcanyou

pleasenotfuckwithmybrotheranymore

Me:iamdonewithhim

Her:That’sthespirit..

Me:iamgoingbackhomebytheway

Her:That’snotgood,I’vejustgottentoknow

youandalreadyyouleaving.

Me:Youcancomeandvisitme

Her:Andvisitmetoo.

Me:idoubt.Myfatherdoesn’twantmecoming

hereeveragain,hesaysItsnotsafe

Gugu:Thenihopehewon’thaveanyproblems

withmevisitingyou



Me:ihopesotoo

Shecametohugme

Her:ByeI’llmissyou

Me:I’llmissyoutoo..

Myfatherarrivedafterlikeanhour.My

Grandmadidn’tsaynothingtohim,healso

didn’tsaynothingtoherhetookmybagsand

puttheminthecar.

IsawMageshstandingathishouse,hewason

hisphoneifeltlikegoinguptostranglehim…

Me:Nxa!!

Dad:What?

Me:Nothing

HealsolookedatMagesh.

Dad:Whoisthat?

Me:SihleAkaMagesh..

Helookedatme



Him:That’sMagesh?

Me:Youknowhim?

Him:I’veheardofhim..

Helookedathim…

Me:Mostuselesspersononearth,heshould

diehiswastingoxygen.

Thewassilence.Ilookedatmydadhewas

lookingatMagesh.

Me:Daddy..

Ishookhimabit..

Him:Ya?

Me:Areyoualright?

Him:I’mfine,let’sgo..

Wegotintothecarandhedroveoff,heslowed

downaswewerepassingMageshandhe

lookedathim.

Dad:SoThat’sMagesh..



Ilookedathim.Hisbehaviourwasjust

awkward.PART20UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Mydadwasveryquietinthecarwhichmade

mesuspectthatthere’ssomethingbetween

himandGesh.ButthenmaybeI’moverthinking

thingswhatrelationcouldmydadhavewith

Mageshthough………………

Wefinallyarrivedathomeandmymomwas

happytoseeme,shehuggedmeandhelped

metakemybagsupstairs..

Her:I’msoohappythatyouaresafe

Me:Yaiam..

Ilookedaround.

Me:backtothelifeofpanicattacks,depression,

abuse,andbeinglockedupandcontrolled.



Mom:Khanyodon’ttalklikethat

Me:Itstrue.Grandma’splaceisbetterihave

QondiandKoko.

Her:Dadhaschanged

Ilaughed

Me:Yousofunnysometimes..

Her:iknowthatyoudon’tbelieveitbuthetruly

haschanged.

Me:Okaylet’sgoandtellhimthatiwasdating

SihleAkaMageshandlet’sseehisresponse..

Her:Sihle?Theonefromnextdoor?

Me:Yeap..Let’sgo

Istartedwalkingout.

Her:NokhanyaPrudenceSkhosanacomeback

here!

Me:Thoughtasmuch

Her:iswearit’slikewhensomeonetellsyounot



todosomething,theyencourageyoutoactually

goanddothatthing.

Me:Youcanrelaxwebrokeup.

Her:Didyousleepwithhim?

Me:Noididn’t..

Her:That’sbetter.Whatdidyouseeinthatguy?

Me:HaveyouseenMagesh?

Her:Besideshislookswhatattractedyouto

him?

Me:thefactthathisMagesh.Idon’tknowThuli

butIhaveathingforbadboys.Iamattractedto

them.There’sjustsomethingaboutthem..

Her:Eveniftheyshootyoursister,youstill

attractedtothem?

Me:Youknowhowtokillmymood.

Her:Khanyowiththisboyyouwerejustwayin

overyourhead.Youshouldplayaroundwith

boysyouragenotgoforsomeonewhose5-



6yearsolderthanyou,andworsehisathug.

Me:Wellrelaxbecausethere’snowayI’mever

gettingbackwithhim.

Her:I’mhappy..Didn’tyoulikethatguyat

school,whosehisnameagain?Camet..

Camilia..Cam

Me:Cameron?

Her:Yesthatone.

Me:Hisalsoabadboy

Mom:idoubthecarriesagunorhurtpeople

Me:WhosaysMageshhurtspeople?

Her:HeshotQondi..

Me:WellI’mdonewithboys..

Her:Khanyofindaguythat’ssweet,whose

gonnamakeyouhappy,andshoweryouwith

endlesslove..

Me:Mombadboysmakemehappy.Really

Thuliican’tdateasweetboyican’tdate



someonewhomI’mgonnasay“Voetsek”and

theygonnabescared.YouknowhowI’mlike

I’mverystubbornandithinkigotthatfromyour

husband

Shelaughed.

Me:ipromiseyou.Livingwithyourhusbandhas

mademeverystubbornanddifficulttohandle,

andveryaggressive.

Shecontinuedlaughing.

Her:Youmademyday.WhataboutPatrick,his

beenyourfriendithinksinceyallwhere7.

Me:Patisgoodasmyhomie.Ican’tdatehim

histoomuchintouchwithhisfeminineside.

Mom:Hisnotasoldier?

Me:Notatall.Ithinkthat’sbecausehistoo

muchofamamasboy.

Shelaughedagain.

Her:Gofreshenupsowecanhavedinner.



Shekissedmeonmyforehead

Her:I’msogladthatyoubackhome.

Shewentout.Igotmyphoneandwentthrough

myWhatsApp,bumpedintoGesh.Hehada

pro.picofhimandLesedikissing.Ideletedhis

digitsimmediatelyandblockedhimon

WhatsApp.Ifonlyitwaseasytoblockhimfrom

mylifelikeididonWhatsApp……………………………..

Afullmonthpassed,thingsathomewhere

better,ithinkthat’sbecausemydadwashardly

athome.Hewasmostlyawayonbusinessthat

ididn’tunderstand.Schoolwasgoingwellor

maybethat’sbecauseiputmucheffortinit.I

wascompletelyoverMagesh,meandhimwe

haven’tspokeneversincealthoughistillkeep

incontactwithhissister.

QondiwasawakeandoutofICUshewas

recoveringverywellandicouldn’twaittosee

heriwasgonnagovisitherthiscoming

weekend.ItwasaThursdayafternoonandit



waslunchtime,iwassittingatthecafeteria

withmycats.

Charl:soKaydidyoulikemypresent?

Itwasmybirthdayafewweeksbackmy

parentsweresoobusythattheycouldn’tthrow

meabirthdayparty,mymomisrunningherown

firmshewasalsohardlyathomesoshe

promisedtomakeituptome.

Me:ilovedthepresentbitchthankyouvery

much.

ShehadboughtmeaSamsungTabandTiff

gavemea5000clothingvoucherbecauseshe

didn’tknowwhattobuyme.

Me:ilovebothyourpresentsBitchez.

Tiff:I’mglad.

Charl:Howabouttomorrowwegoclubbing?

Me:clubbing?

Charl:Yeswefinally18bitchwearelegalto



drinkandclub.

Tiff:That’ssomethingverybigtodo

Me:Yavery.

Charl:idon’tseeanyproblem.PlusKayyour

dadisoutoftownforthenext2weeks

Me:I’llaskmymom..

Afterfinishinglunchwewenttoattendtherest

ofourclasses.At14:00schoolcameoutbut

notforme.TheHeadmistresschosemetobea

mentorbecauseofthefactthatiamatop

studentsoihavetomentorandtutorother

studentsthatarestrugglingacademically.Igot

mythingsandwenttothestudyroomand

waitedformyMentee.Timepassedandthe

persondidn’tshowup.Iopenedmytextbook

anddecidedtostudy……………

Aftersometimeiheardsomeonesaying“hi”i

lookedupanditwasCameron.

Me:hi..



Him:SorryI’mlate,igotheldupatthe

basketballmeeting.

Hesatacrossme.

Me:YouaremyMentee?

Him:Yesdidn’tyoucheckthenoticeboard?

Me:No..

Him:ihopeyoudon’thaveaproblem..

Me:Noitsfine..

Wowididn’tknowthatCameronwasstruggling

academically.

Me:Whatsubjectsarewedoing?

Him:You’llbementoringmeonEnglish,

Afrikaans,French,andlifesciences.

Thosearethemosteasiestsubjects.

Me:uhmokaybutunfortunatelywedon’thave

timeanymoresoweneedtostarttomorrow

Him:I’mreallysorrythatishoweduplateKay



Me:Itsokay.

Hestoodupandtookhisbag..

Istoodupandpackedmytextbooks

Him:idon’tknowifI’mbeingtooforwardbuti

wasgoingtowimpytohavelunchidon’tknow

ifyouwouldliketocomealong?

Me:Ohwuhm..I…

Him:Pleaseplusitwillgiveustimetoknow

eachothersincewe’llbeworkingtogetherfor

thewholeyear

Me:uhmokaywecango

Hesmiledatme..Myphonestartedringing.

Him:You’llfindmeinmycar.I’mdrivingared

poloGTIparkedatthehandicappedspot

Me:Okay

Hewalkedawayandianswered.

Me:Hello..



Voice:Hey.

IrecognisedthevoiceitwasMagesh.We

haven’tspokeninamonth.

Him:Khikhiareyouthere?

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:iwannatalktoyou..

Me:Youhave30sec

Him:ineedmorethan30sec

Me:Geshpleasestopwastingmytime..

Ihungedup.ItwasveryawkwardMagesh

callingme,andhisvoicesoundedlikeithad

sadnessinit..PART21UNTILYOU’RMINE
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Cameronandiwenttowimpywehadareally

nicemealwhilechatting.Hewastheonewho

waschattingalotijustcontributedhereand

there.Whenweweredonehedroveme



home…………

Mymomwasaround.

Me:Itsgoodtohaveyouaroundforachange

Her:Heybaby,howwasschool?

Me:Schoolwasokay

Isatdown.

Her:andI’msorryagainthatwasn’taroundto

celebrateyourbirthdaywithyou.IpromiseI’ll

makeituptoyou.

Myphonebeeped.Icheckeditwasadepositof

R8000frommydad,andhecalledafterthe

sms.

Me:Daddy

Him:Didyougetthemoney?

Me:Yesandthankyou

Him:Sinceicouldn’tbearoundforyourbirthday

youcangobuyyousomethingnicewiththat

8000



Me:iwillthankyou.Whenareyoucomingback?

Him:Monday

Me:Okayenjoyyourtrip

Him:Bye

Mom:Whatwasthatallabout?

Me:Dadsentmemoneytogospoilmyself

sincehecouldn’tbearoundformybirthday

Mom:ithinkishouldalsogiveyoumoney

Me:Youguysandmoney.Thandosentme

5000onmybirthdayandLungasentme3000

nowdadsentme8000andyoualsowannagive

memoney.Ifeelsorich

Her:Noonesaysnotomoney.

Me:Youcansendmesothatispendmostofit

onQondithisweekend

Her:Yousee,gofetchmylaptopI’lltransferit

now.

IwentandgotherLaptopthengaveittoher



andshetransferredit.

Her:transferred7000

Me:Thankyoumommy

Iwentandhuggedher,andkissedheronher

cheek

Her:ionlygetloveandkisseswhenigiveyou

something.

Me:Don’tsaythatyouknowiloveyou.

Shejustlookedatme

Me:Andonemorething..

Her:Yes?

Me:Canipleasegowiththegirlsclubbing

tomorrownight..

Her:AiiNokhanya

Me:Mommyplease,itwillbeagoodbirthday

present..Pleasepleaseplease.

Her:Youputtingmeinaverydifficultposition.



I’malreadyallowingyoutogovisitQondiand

KokowithoutDadknowing,nowyouwantmeto

allowyoutogoclubbing.

Me:Mommypleasetuu..

Her:Whydoifeellikeiamgoingtoregretthis?

Igaveherapuppydogface

Me:Finebutyouwillcallmeevery30minand

youcomingbackhomenolaterthan23:00do

weunderstandeachother?

Me:Yesmom……………………..

Thefollowingdayschoolwasjustnormali

didn’tmeetupwithCameron,wedon’tmeeton

Fridays.Myfriendsandicouldn’twaittogo

clubbinglater……….

…..

Schoolwasfinallyoutwenthomeandprepared

myself.Iworeatightblackhuggingdresswith

blackheels,iputonmakeupandcurledmyhair.



Ireallywantedtolook18.Charlene’smom

droppedusattheclubandsaidshewillfetch

uslater.Itwasamereteenclubfullofwhite

peoplemostly.

Charl:sogirlswhatarewegonnabedrinking?

Tiff:idon’tdrink

Me:Don’tstarttiffweheretohavefun

Her:Fine.

Weorderedshotsandciders,weweregetting

tipsywehitthedancefloor.Wewasdancing

andkillingitididn’tthinkthatistillhaditinme.

Afterafewminutesweweretiredwewentto

sitdownbythebar.

Charl:Itsamazinghowyoustillknowhowto

getdownKay

Tiff:Yayoushouldconsidercomingbackto

jointhedancecrew

Me:I’llsee.



Iheardsomeonesaying“Helloladies”

WelookedbackanditwasCameron.

Cameron:ineverknewthatyouguysgo

clubbing?

Tiff:Itsourfirsttime.

Helookedatme.

Him:Itssooawkwardclubbingwithmymentor

Ilaughed.

Cameron:irealisedthatyouandihaven’t

exchangednumbers.

Me:Ohwya

Hetookouthisphoneandigavehimmy10s.

Cameron:Thankyou,andenjoytherestofyour

nightladies.

Hethenwalkeduptohisfriends.

Charl:Andwhatwasthatallabout?

Me:Nothingijusttutorhim



Tiff:Really?

Me:Yeap

Charl:ineverknewthatCameronwas

challengedacademically.

Me:Andit’seasysubjectslikeAfrikaans,

English,French,andLifesciences

Charl:weird.

WecontinuedclubbinguntilCharlene’smom

cametofetchus……………………….

……..

Iwentstraighttobedaftervomiting.

Iwokeupthefollowingdaybathe,packedafew

clothesandmymomdrovemetoSoweto.I

couldn’twaittoseeQondi……………..

Wegotthereitookmybagandwewentinside.

MyGrandmaandQondiweresittingatthe

loungewtviwentuptoQondiandhuggedher.

Her:HeybecarefulI’mnothealedasyet



Me:Sorryijustmissedyouandiwasworried

aboutyou..

Her:Really?

Me:Yes.

Mom:Qondihowareyoufeeling?

Qondi:StillinalotofpainbutI’llgetthere.

Someoneknockedatthedoor.

Koko:I’llgetthat.

ShecamebackwithDetectiveNgobeni.

Ngobeni:Evening

Wegreetedback.Hesatdown

Ngobeni:iamSergeantNgobeniandIam

handlingthiscase.

HelookedatQondi.

Ngobeni:ineedtoaskyouafewquestions.

Qondi:Okay

Ngobeni:doyouknowwhathappenedthenight



yougotshot?

Qondi:Yesido

Ngobeni:tellmewhatreallyhappened

Qondi:itwasadriveby.

Me:What?

Qondi:iwasjustattherightplaceatthewrong

time

Ngobeni:Didyouseewhoshotyou?

Qondi:Noididn’t.Everythinghappenedsofasti

didn’tevenseethecarthattheyweredriving

Me:WtfQondi!Wekn..

Shelookedatme

Her:Wedon’tknowwhoshotme.

ShethenlookedAtthedetective.

Her:Detectiveyouknowthatsuchthings

happen,it’saroughneighbourhoodandi

happentohavebeenintherightplaceatthe



wrongtime.Sorryforwastingyourtimebuti

reallydon’tknowwhoshotme.

Ngobeni:Okayinthatcasethenpleasecallme

whenyouremembersomething

Helefthiscardonthetable.

MyGrandmawalkedhimout.

Me:Reallyyoudon’trememberwhoshotyou?

Her:Ofcauseirememberwhoshotme

Mom:Thenwhydidyoulietothedetective?

Qondi:DoyouwantMageshtocomeafterme

again?

Me:Hewillbeinjail

Shelaughed,abit.

Her:Youguysreallydon’tknowMagesh.

Me:WhyareyouguystreatinghimlikehisGod

Qondi:HeisGodaroundhere.Tellmedid

peoplecomeforthwhoagreedtotestifyagainst



him?Wherethereanywitnesses?

Me:Nopeoplesaidtheydidn’tseewhatwent

down

Qondi:Soyousee

Mom:therehastobesomethingthatcanbe

done.ThisMageshpersonisahumanbeinghis

notperfectthere’smistakesthathemakeshe

canbepinnedwiththose

Qondi:Mageshshotmeinbroaddaylightwith

peoplearoundbutapparentlynoone“saw”

anythingdoesn’tthatgiveyouanysuspicions?

AnddidieventellyouthatSergeantMerwewas

arrestedhewasfoundwithdrugs?Atotalset

upfromGesh.Poorguyisbeingpaintedasa

badcopnow.Hewillneverbeacopanymore

hisdone..

Shelookedatme

Qondi:andyouareintrouble

Me:Whattrouble?



Qondi:Didyoubreakupwithhimorhebrokeup

withyou?

Me:ibrokeupwithhim

Qondi:Ha!!Accordingtohimyallarestilldating.

YourrelationshipisneveroveruntilMagesh

saysit’sover.

Mom:OhhhKhanyowhatdidyougetyourself
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IamnotgoingtoletGeshcontrolmylife,unlike

themotherpeopleiamnotscaredofhim…………

Qondiandiwewerenowsittingoutsideatthe

front,listeningtomusicdrinkingdumpiesand

watchingpeoplepassby.

Me:Remindmetosendyou10000

Shelookedatmeshocked.

Her:Whereyougonnagetthatkindofmoney



from?

Me:Whatyoutalkingaboutiamrich.

Itookoutmyphoneandshowedhermy

balancewhichwas20000nowbecauseihad

spentsomeofthecash.

Her:Whereyougotallthiscashfrom?

Me:forMetoknowandforyoutoneverfind

out.

Shelaughed.Gugupassedbyshewasholding

ababy.

Her:Khanyowhydidn’tyoutellmethatyou

werecoming?

Me:Ithappenedsofastiforgot.

Shecamein.Thebabywasverycuteand

adorable.Wasababygirlwearingapinkdress

withpinkleggingsandpinkshoes.Shewas

suckingonherpinkPacifier.Iknewitwas

Magesh’schildthere’snowayGugucouldbe

holdingarandombaby.



Gugu:Youcould’vecalledmeorsomething

Me:Nexttimeiwill.

ShelookedatQondi.

Gugu:hiQondi

Qondiseemednotinterestedtohaveaconvo

withher.

Qondi:Whatsup..

Me:Whosethatlittlecutiethatyouhavethere

withyou?

Her:OhwthisisMyNiecehernameisBontle

Me:WellgograbachairandjoinusI’llholdthe

babyforyou.

Shehandedmethebabyandwenttogetachair

inthehouse.

Qondilookedatme.

Me:What?

Her:Youjusthadtoaskhertostay?



Me:Don’tbelikethatshe’smyfriend,and

nothinglikeherbrother.

Iturnedbacktothebabyandstartedplaying

withher,shewasalljumpingandsmilingthat

shedroppedherPacifier.

Me:lookwhatyou’vedonenowwehavetogo

andwashit.

Icheckedherclothesouttherewerefrom

“Earthchild”

Me:Youareoneexpensivebabyaren’tyou?

Shekeptonsmilingandmakingnoisesucha

happybaby.

Gugucamebackwithachair.

Me:Howoldisshe?

Gugu:She’s6monthsold.

Outofnowhereshestartedspittingonme,asif

likeshewasblowingairthatwasmixedwith

spit.



Me:Haiwenawhatareyoudoing?

Gugu:I’msorryaboutthatshe’sToothing.

Me:Thatexplainsit.LooknowI’mgonnaHave

spitonmyface.

Bontle:Da..Da..Da..Da..

Shestartedputtingherfingersinhermouth

tryingtobitethem.

Gugu:SoQondihowareyoufeeling?

Qondi:Yourbrothershotmerepeatedlyhowdo

youthinkifeel?

Me:Qondi…

Qondi:What?It’snotlikeI’mlying.

Me:I’msorryGugu

Gugu:Itsfine..

Bontlegotaholdofmyearring.

Me:Heyleavemyearringalone!!

Gugucametohelpme,shegotbontletoletgo



ofmyearring.

Ishookherabitandstartedyelling.

Me:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?

Shecried.

Me:I’mplayingHau!

Gugu:iwillneverleavemykidswithyou.

Ilaughed.Shepassedmebontle’sbottleandi

stuckitinhermouthwhichshutherup…

MymomshowedupwithmyGrandma.

Mom:GirlsI’mleaving..

Qondi:Byeanddrivesafe

Mymomlookedatme,thenlookedatBontle.

Mom:Whosethatlittleadorableteddybear

Shecametopickherup.

Mom:Sheissoocute..

Shestartedslightlysqueezinghercheeks



Mom:Helloyoucutelittlething.

Shetriedgrabbingmymom’searrings.

Gugu:Watchoutshehasapassionforearrings.

Mymomheldbontle’shandandlookedatGugu.

Mom:Aren’tyoubusi’schild?

Gugu:Yesiam..

ShethenlookedatBontle.

Mom:Soyouhaveababy?Youlookyoungto

haveababy

Qondi:That’sherbrother’sbaby.

Mom:Sihle?

Qondi:Yesthatone

Mymom’sfacechangedimmediately.She

handedGuguthebaby.

Me:Youtookherfromme,youshouldreturn

herbacktome.

Mom:Sowhatyouwannabeastepmom?



Me:Mxmijustlovebabiesisthatasin?

Itookthebabyback.

Gugu’sphonerang.

Gugu:Excusemeihavetotakethis

Shewenttoansweritatagate.

Mom:Whatareyoutryingtoachievehere

Khanyo?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:ihopeyounotgettinganyideasofgetting

backwiththisboy

Me:Whywouldiwannadothat?

Mom:I’mjustsaying!

Me:Momgobeforeitgetsdark.

ShelookedatGrandma.

Grandma:Don’tworryI’llmakesureshe

behaves.

MyGrandmawalkedmymomtothecar,and



mydroveoff.Gugucamebacktositdown.

Grandma:I’mgoingtoPhiri’shouseI’llbeback

Me:Okayshewent.

Wecontinuedchillingtherewhiledrinking,Gugu

wasn’tdrinkingthough.Iwasgettingabittipsy

bontlehadfallenasleepinmyarms.

Gugu:Yoohpleasedon’tdropthebabymy

brotherwouldmurderme.

Me:Don’tworryiwon’t.ILovethisbabyikept

onkissingher………..

Whilewewerechillinglikethatweheardnoise

onlytofinditsMagesh’sm3.Heparkedrightat

myhouseandhewasplayingmusicveryloud.

Hegotoutwithhis2friends.

Qondi:Yougottobekiddingme!

TheywereholdingWindhoekcansandthey

camethroughthegate.

Tman:Ladies..



Weallkeptquiet.Qondistoodupandstarted

walkingtothehouse.

Gesh:YoulookinggoodQondi,keepyourmouth

shutandwewon’trunintosuchincidents.

Qondigavehimthemiddlefinger,andthey

laughed.Iwaspissedilookedaway.

Gesh:Khikhihi..

Ididn’tpayattentiontohim.

Gesh:ilovewhatimseeing,mybabyandmy

futurewifebonding.

IstoodupandhandedGuguthebabythen

startedwalkingaway.Geshgrabbedmebymy

arm.

Him:Canitalktoyou.

Ijustlookedathim.

Him:Please..

Wewalkeduptothepassage.Ifoldedmyarms.

Him:Yohandtheattitude?



Me:Areyougonnatalkorwhat?

Him:i..

Myphonebeepeditookitoutandcheckedit

wasaWhatsAppmessagewhichread.

“Eyit’sCameron”ismiledandstartedchatting

withhim.

Gesh:iwashopingthatI’llgetachancetoo…

IkeptonchattingwithCameronallsmilingand

ignoringGesh.

Him:Khanyongicelaung’naketuu(Khanyo

pleasegivemeattention)

Icontinuedchatting,thenhesnatchedmy

phonefromme.

Him:ifyouwantitbackuzozaekhaya(ifyou

wantitbackyou’llcometomyhouse)

Hestartedwalkingaway,whileonmyphone.

Him:“Cameron”seemslikeaninteresting

persontohaveaconvowith,I’msuremeand



himwe’llchatandgettoknoweachother.

Istoodthere

Me:Geshmaancanihavemyphone?

Heignoredmeandkeptonwalking..

YaziMarathisguy.PART23UNTILYOU’RE
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Icontinueddrinkingwithmysisteritwasnow

around18:00,andweweresittingatthelounge,i

wasnowgettingdrunk.

Me:ilovethisplaceQondiandmostofallilove

you.

Shelookedatme.

Me:Youfuckentookabulletforme!

Her:Isthatyoutalkingoralcoholtalking?

Me:Itsme..



MyGrandmacameintheroom.

Koko:I’mback

Me:Koko!!

Istoodupandwenttohugherwhilebusy

kissingheronhercheeks.

Koko:OhhhNokhanyayouaredrunk

Me:Kokoiloveithere!Imightmovebackin.

Koko:QondiDon’tletherdrinkanymore.

Qondi:Youbetiwon’t.

Koko:Letmegoiwanttogoandbath..

Me:HauKokoI’mstillgivingyousomesugar

Itriedkissingherbutsheslightlypushedme

away.

Her:Haimaan.Kissmewhileyousmelling

alcoholsies!

Shewentawayandilaughed..

IwenttositnexttoQondi.



Me:Youalsodon’twannagivemesomesugar?

Her:Stayawayfromme..

Me:Comeon

Shestoodup

Her:I’mwarningyou!

Shewalkedaway.Isatthereallbymyselfwhen

Iheardthedooropenandcloseagain.

Me:Whothefuckisthat?

Qondi’sgfNomusashowedupinthelounge.

Me:HeysisterInlaw.

Shestartedcrying.

Istoodup.

Me:What’swrong?

Her:I’mtiredofQondi.Ihavetogothroughthis

withhereveryday

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

ShetookoutherphoneandwenttoFacebook.



AlotofgirlswhereallupinQondi’stimeline

sendinghersweetmessagesbecauseisaw

alotofhearts.

Me:iamabitsloshedsoyoumightwannaread

thattome.

Her:listentothisrecentone“itwassonice

chillingwithQondithewholeday,suchahot

stud.Yourgirlfriendisluckyiwishyouwere

mine”

Me:Wow!

Her:andthebitch’snameisGugu!!Whothehell

IsGugu!!

Me:Well….

Qondiwalkedintheroom.

Her:Heydoll..

ShetriedtohugNomusabutNomusapushed

hersoohardthatQondifellandhitthecouch,

shehurtherselfbecauseherwoundshavenot

healedyet.



Qondi:Wtf!!

Nomusa:DidthathurtQondi?Diditfucken

hurt??

Qondiwasinpainalllayingonthefloor.

Qondi:Fuck!!!

Shewasbleedingthroughherwhitevest.

Iwentuptoher,butasiwastryingtokneelnext

toherikindalostbalanceandfellonher

elevatingthepain.

Qondi:NOKHANYAGETOFFME,YOUFUCKEN

DRUNK!!!!

IstoodupwiththehelpofNomusa.

Nomusa:thewaythatyouhurtingrightnowis

thesamewaythatyouhurtme!!!!!!!!!!!!

Qondiwasinexcruciatingpain,andlosing

blood.

Me:Koko!!!!!!

Irantothebathroomandknockedatthedoor.



Me:KokoQondiisdying!!!

Iwentbacktothelounge.

Nomusaputherhandsoverhermouth.

Nomusa:OmgQondii…BabyI’msorry..Ohh

goshwhathaveidone?!

Me:Itsnowthatyourealisewhatyou’vedone?

Me:Qondi

Qondi:Don’tjuststandtheresomeonecallthe

fuckenAmbulance!!!

Itriedfeelingmyphonefrommypocketsandi

realisedthatkonjeMageshtookit.

Kokocameoutwrappedinatowel.

Koko:OhhhZim!(ohGod)whathappened?

ShewenttoQondi.

Koko:Someonecallanambulance!

Nomusa:I’mtryingbuttheytakinglong

Nomusawasnowcrying.



Koko:OhhhGodplease…She’slosingalotof

bloodandwedon’tevenhaveacar…..

IlookedatQondishewasnowbreathing

abnormally.Iwasgettingabitsober.

Me:I’llbeback.

Iranout,thealcoholhasn’treallyfadedifell.I

pickedmyselfupandrushedtoMagesh’splace.

Histheonlyoneiknowaroundherethathasa

car.Iwashappytoseehiscarparkedoutside.

Ididn’tevenknock,iopenedthedoor.Hewas

dressingup.Helookedatmeasiflike“Noyou

didn’tjustburstinmyroomwithoutknocking”

Me:ifthiswasn’timportantiwould’veknocked.

Helookedatme.

Me:WeneedyourhelpGeshtogetQonditothe

hospitalshehurtherselfandshe’sbleeding

reallybad..

Him:Sothat’smybusinessbecause?



Haibothisguy.

Me:iwouldn’tbehereifitwasn’tImportant

Him:Whydon’tyouaskyourbfCameron?

Me:Geshthisisnotimetobejealous!!

Hegotmyphoneandgaveittome.

Me:Ifyoudon’thelp,Qondiwilldie..Doyou

wantthatonyourconscious?

Him:igivezerofucks!IfQondidiesthenthat’s

agoodthing,that’swhathappenstotraitors.

Idon’tknowwhathappenedbutifeltanger

takingover.

Me:YouknowwhatI’mgonnapickupwhere

QondileftoffandputyouruselessAssinjail!

Him:Whatareyouonabout?

Me:iknowallaboutyourdrugBusiness!Qondi

toldmeeverythinghowshewasworkingfor

you,seeGeshiknoweverythingandiwillsnitch

totheCops.



Helaughedabitandlookeddown.

Me:Yeapibetyoudidn’tseethatcoming.

Iwaslyingididn’tknownothingabouthisdrug

Business!Ijustsaidthattogetbackathim.

Him:Younotgonnadothat..

Me:TrymeGesh,justtryme!Unlikeothersyou

Don’tscareme..

Him:Youshouldbescared

Me:I’mnot!!

Hewentandgothisgun.Okaynowiwas

gettingabitscared.

Hecamecloserandcloserwhileimovedback

untilthebedtrippedmeandifellontopofit.

Hecameontopofmeandpartedmylegsusing

thegun.

Him:Younotgonnasnitch,wannaknowwhy?

Ishookmyheadno.



Hepinnedthegunonmyvagina.

Him:BecauseI’mgonnaputabulletthrough

hereandit’sgonnacomeoutofyourmouthdo

youunderstandwhatimsaying?

Ishookmyheadyes.

Hegotoffme.

Him:Nowlet’sgoandsaveyoursister’s

uselesslife.

Heputthegunaway,andifollowedhim.

Hethenstoppedatthedoor.

Him:onemorething.

Heputhishandonmycheeksandsqueezed

them,hethenkissedme.

Thenlookeddeepinmyeyes,whilerunninghis

handonmyvaginabuthedidn’tputhishand

insidemyJeanhejustranhishandoutsidemy

Jeanbutonmyprivatepart.

Him:I’msureyoudon’twantabulletbeingthe



onethatbreaksyourvirginity.

Hethenstopped.

Him:Let’sgo..

Yoohthat’sasideofMageshthatihavenever

seenbefore.PART24UNTILYOU’REMINE
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WefinallydidtakeQonditothehospitaland

shewasadmittedimmediately.Isworethen

thatimneverfuckingwithMageshever

again……………………….

Sundaymymotherfetchedmeandiwentback

home……………

WeekspassedmeandCameronwehave

gottenveryclose.Kissingwasinvolvedetci

justdidn’tknowifwehadarelationshipor

what….



OneSaturdaymorninghetextmethatishould

meetatnandos.Mydadwasn’tbacksolifewas

goodforme.Ibathethendressedupandwent.

Mymomwasalsonotaroundshewasat

work……………

CameronwasAlreadywaitingformeiwentup

andhuggedhim,thenwesatdown.

Him:Youlookbeautifulbytheway

Ismiled.

Me:Thankyou,youalsodon’tlookbad.

Him:Andthankyoutoo.

Therewassilence.

Him:Youshouldknowthatimmakingprogress.

IpassedmyEnglishtestgot70/100.

Me:That’sgood.

Him:Youlookabitdownwhat’swrong?

Me:Itsnothing.

HeextendedhisHandacrossthetableand



touchedmine.

Him:Talktome,dididosomethingwrong?

Me:Noitsjustthati..Whatareawereallydoing

here?

Him:I’mlost

Me:imeanwebeenkissingandallthati

wantedtofindoutifwe..

Hesmiled.

Him:Ohwyathat.LookKhanyoI’mnotgonna

lieihavefeelingsforyou,I’mattractedtoyou.

Ismiledabit..

Him:Andiwouldn’tmindhavingarelationship

withyou

Me:Sodoesthatmeanwearegfandbf?

Him:ifyouareokaywiththat?

Me:iam..

Wesmiledateachother.



Weorderedsomethingtoeatandate.

Me:Tellmesomething.Whydoyouneeda

tutor?Youdidn’tcomeacrossasan

academicallychallengedstudent

Hechuckled.

Him:ihavedyslexia.

Iputmyforkdownandlookedathim.

Me:Areyouforreal?

Him:Yes.Ionceeventhoughtofquitingschool.

Actuallyistillwannaquitschooliwannaplay

probasketball.

Me:Thenwhydon’tyou?ImeanI’veseenyou

playingyouprettygood.

Him:Pleasetellmyfatherthat.Hedoesn’twant

meplayingbasketballatallhewantsmeto

concentrateonschool.

Me:nowit’slikewetalkingaboutmyfather.

Him:Youalsowannaquitschool?



Me:No.Ijustwannastudyjournalismbutmy

dadwantsmetostudyMedicineandidon’tlike

Medicine.

Him:Talkaboutdifficultdads

Me:YouandilooklikewehavealotIncommon

Him:Wesuredo

Hisphonerang.

Him:Sorryihavetotakethis.

Hestoodupandwenttoanswerhisphone

outside.

Hecamebackafterafewminutes.

Him:ihavetomeetupwithmyteamInless

thananhour.Doyouwannatagalong?

Me:Ofcausewhowouldsaynotowatchinghot

boysplayingbasketballshirtless

Hegavemeaweirdlook.

Me:I’llbelookingatyourbodyonlydon’tworry.



Him:Youbetter..

Welaughed.Wewalkedoutwhileholdinghands

andwewenttohiscarthendrovetoschool.

WearrivedthereandWalkedupstraighttothe

basketballcourt…

Theboyswerealreadythere.Hekissedmeon

mycheek

Him:GositdownI’llbetherenownow

Me:Okay.

Hespankedmybutasiwaswalkingtositdown.

IsawmyfriendPatrickgivingmeadeadstare

TheyhadtheirmeetingthenafterCameronwas

talkingtosomeofhisteammates.Patrick

cametomeandsatnexttome.

Me:Heystranger..

Him:ishouldbecallingyouthat.

Ilaughed…

Me:I’msorrybhubaihavebeenbusylatelybut



I’llgiveyouattention.Howaboutwegoout

tomorrowafterschool.

Me:Yeasure..

Isqueezedhischeeks.

Me:Yousuchabigbaby..

Ithenlethimgo..

Hewasveryquiet.

Me:What’swrongbhuba?

Him:Peacheswhat’shappeningbetweenyou

andCam?Areyouguysinarelationshipof

somesort?

Ilookeddown.

Him:YoureallygonnamesswithCam,Peaches

hisawellknownwomaniser!

Me:Patplease..

Him:Don’tpleaseme..

Cameronwalkeduptous..



Him:Readytogo?

Me:UhmYea…

Pat:Noshe’snotreadytogowestilltalking

Cameron:Excuseme?

Me:Pat

Him:NoPeacheswestilltalking

Cameron:Peaches?

Me:That’swhathecallsme..

Cameronstretchedmyhandouttome.I

Stretchedminetohimandhehelpedmeto

standup…

Patgrabbedmyarm.

Pat:Westilltalking.

Cameronlaughed.HethenwenttouptoPat..

Hepushedhim.

Cameron:stayawayfrommygf

Pat:iwouldbutunfortunatelyyourgfismybest



friend.Wehavebeenfriendssincefroma

youngage,iloveherandiwillprotecthim.

Cameron:Ayt..

Cameronmadeitasiflikehiswalkingawaybut

thenstoppedwentbacktoPatandpunchedPat.

Theystartedfightingtheotherboysstopped

them.Cameronwalkedoutallfuming,andi

followedhim.

Me:Camwait

Hestoppedandgavemeaseriouslook.

Him:ineverwannaseeyouwiththatfuckboy

everagain,youhear?

Me:Patismybestfri..

Heyelled.

Him:idon’tcareif…

Hecalmedhimself.

Cameron:Idon’twannaseeyouwithhim..

Ikeptquiet.



Cameron:agirlandaboycannotbe“friends”

thatbitchniggaevengaveyouapuppyname?

CallingyouPeachesandallthat!!

Me:CameronI’mwithyou,I’mdatingyounot

Pat.

Hethenlookedatmeandwenttothecar,i

followedhim.Hedrovemehomewedidn’tsay

awordtoeachother……….

…..

Wegothomeandigotoutofthecar,didn’t

evensaybyeandijustwalkeduptomyhouse.I

bangedthedooronmywayin,mymomwas

baking…..

Mom:Haibodon’tbreakmydoor..

Me:I’msorry..

Isatdown.

Her:What’seatingyou?

Me:MxmmybloodybfCameron



Mom:Whatdidhedo?

Me:Hedoesn’twantmetobefriendswithPat.

Mymomwhistledalil.

Her:That’sbig.

Me:boys..

Mom:Andyoualwaysmessingwiththewrong

ones.

Me:Thanksforthevoteofconfidence.

Mom:LookKhanyo,unlikewomen,menare

veryjealous.Cameronprobablyfee…

Myphonestartedringing.Iansweredwithout

checkingwhoitwas.

Me:Hello..

Voice:Khanyoiseriouslyneedtotalktoyou

ItwasGesh.

Me:Whatthehelldoyouwantstopharassing

me!



Gesh:Thisisveryimportant

Me:Whatisit?

Him:iwantyoutostopfoolingaroundwiththat

Cameronguy..

Me:idon’thavetimeforthis,bye

Him:Wait..Lookididabackgroundcheckon

himthatguyisbadnews.

Me:Ohwreallylookwhosetalking!AndIbet

youarenotbadnewswhileyoushotmysister!

Him:Whathedoesisworse.Idon’twantyou

fuckingwithhimKhanyo.

Me:ByeGesh!

Ihungedup.

Mom:Whatdoeshewant?

Me:sayingheranabackgroundcheckon

Cameron.

Mom:Whywouldhedothatfor?



Me:Myguessisasgoodasyours.PART25
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Camwasrushedtothehospital.Iwasabit

traumatisedoverwhathappened.Iwasatthe

hospitalwithmygirls.Hewasrushedtothe

emergencyroom,hadsomeheadtrauma.

Tiff:Don’tworryKayhewillbeokay

Me:ihopeso.

Somewhitewomancameinrushing.

Her:Whereismyson?

Shetriedtogototheemergencyroombutthe

Nursesheldherback.

Her:iwannaseemyson..

Nurse:Youwillseeyoursonthedoctorsare

stillbusywithhim.

Charl:ithinkweshouldgo



Me:Yamymomisprobablyworriedaboutme..

Charlenedroppedmeoffathome,Isaidmy

goodbyesandWalkedin.Isawmydad’scarhe

isback.Iopenedthedoorandwenttomyroom.

Ipassedthematthedinningroomwhilethey

werehavingdinner…….

Dad:Nokhanya!

Istoppedandwenttothem.

Him:Its18:00wherehaveyoubeen?

Me:aclassmatewasbumpedbyacarrightin

frontofmesoIhadtoaccompanyhimtothe

hospital.

Mom:That’sbigareyouokay?

Me:Yesiam..

Dad:Whyisitthatbadthingsalwayshappen

whenyouarearound.FirstQondigotshot

infrontofyou,nowthis.Ishouldtakeyouto

maNtuliforcleansing.



Me:Isthereanythingelse?

Dad:Yeswearegoingtohaveyoutestedthis

weekend.Weweresupposedtogolast

weekendbutiwasn’taround.

Bythathemeansvirginitytesting.

Mom:Gobaththencomebacktoeatsupper

withus.

Me:I’mnothungry.

Iwalkeduptomyroom.

Dad:Thatattituderightthereistheonethat

makesmethinkshe’ssleepingaround.

Mom:Idon’tthinkso..She’sbeenwellbehaved.

Igottomyroomandsatonmybed.What

happenedtoCamwasatragedy…….Whileiwas

sittingandthinkinglikethataseriousthought

hitme.WhathappenedtoCamhasGesh

writtenalloverit,itookmyphoneandcalled

him,afterthe3rdringheanswered…………



Him:Missme?

Me:Youwish!

Him:That’ssad

Me:HowcouldyouGesh?

Him:Howcouldiwhat?

Me:Don’tactlikeyoudon’tknowwhatyoudid!

Him:Khanyoireallydon’tknowwhatyou

talkingaboutoraccusingmeoff.

Me:YoutriedtokillCameronyoufuckendevil!

Him:Andwhatmakesyouthinkso?

Me:OMGGeshreally?Yougonnadothiswith

me?Youfuckenbumpedhimwithakiatoday

afternoon!!

Him:firstofallwhywouldiwannakillhim,what

didhedotoMe?

Me:Becauseyouwanthimtostayawayfrom

me!



Helaughed.

Him:firstofallidon’tdriveaKia,haveyouseen

medrivingakia?

Me:Youtriedtocoverupyouractions!

Gesh:LookKhanyoidon’thavetimetobe

chasingnocheeseboysihaveseriousthingsto

doiwarnedyouagainsthim,whetheryoustay

awayfromhimornotit

willbeuptoyou.Myworkhereisdone!

Me:Youdon’tknowhowmuchihateyou!Iwish

youcoulddieaslowpainfuldeath.Ichose

Cameronoveryoubecauseyoucannotevenbe

halfofamanthatheis.Whenyoufeel

threatenedyouresultinkillingthat’sabitchAss

niggamove!Isohatemyselfforevendating

you!Idon’twantnothingtodowithyoubitch

Assnigga!Theonlythingyouknowhowtodo

bestishidebehindyourgun.Agunhasturned

youintoapussy!GotohellGeshtomeyouare

deadandburieddon’tevercallmeoreventext



me!Youaredeadandburiedtome!

Gesh:Areyoudone?

Me:Yes

Him:Okay.

Hehungedup.Ithrewmyphoneagainstmy

pillow.Iwasfeelingverydown,verydepressed,

ifeltlikeiwasgoinginsane.

Iwenttobaththenwentstraightto

bed……………………..

Iwokeupthefollowingday,batheanddressed

upforschool.Idrankmymedsandwent

downstairs,mydadwaseatingbreakfast.He

waswearinghiswhitecoatclearlyhewasgoing

towork.

Ipassedhim.

Him:Sitdownandeatbreakfast

Iwishthisguycoulddiealready…

Iwentandsatdown,iatecereal.



Him:Howisschoolgoing?

Me:Itsgoinggood.Passedallmytests.

Him:That’swhatiliketohear.

Hestoodupandtookhisbriefcaseandwent.

Afterlike5minofhimleavingiwentouttoo.I

didn’tgotoschooliaskedScelotodroppedme

offatthehospital………..

WheniWalkedintohisward,hismomwas

sittingonthechairbesidehimreadingabook.I

wenttoturnbackbutitwastoolateshehad

alreadyseenme……

Her:Hi

Me:Hey

Iwalkedin.

Her:I’mMaria,Cameron’smom

Me:I’mNokhanya

Shegavemeahandshake.

Her:Itsnicetofinallymeetyou.



Me:Finally?

Her:YesCameronhastoldmealotaboutyou.

Me:ihopegoodthings.

Her:Ohwyes.Hetoldmethatyouareastraight

Astudent,hismentorandaheadgirl.Healso

toldmethatyouguysaredating.

Iblushed.

Cameronstartedmoving,hethenopenedhis

eyes.Hehadabandagewrappedaroundhis

head.Hetriedtalking

Maria:Shhhhhhoney,Mommyishere.

Heclosedhiseyesagain….Mariaandichilled

therealltalkingandeverything.Shewasa

sweetlady..

Idecidedtoleaveataround13:00

IcalledQondionmywayoutofthehospital.

Her:Fuckface..

Me:Don’tstart



Shelaughed.

Her:Wadup?

Me:Youwon’tbelievewhathappened

Her:Yea?

Me:Geshtriedtokillmybf

Her:Really?How?

Me:Hebumpedhimwithakiarioandthenfled

thescene.

Her:Areyousure?

Me:YesI’msure.

Her:thatdoesn’tsoundlikeGesh.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Geshdoesn’trolllikethat.Ifyoufuckhim

uphewillshootyoutodeathorbeatyouto

death,hitandrunisnothisstyleandifit’snot

BMWthenGeshain’tdrivingit.

Me:AreyousureQondi?



Her:iwasworkingforGesh,andiknowhimfor

alongtimenow.Iknowhowherolls,andGesh

doesn’treactuntilit’ssomethingpersonal.

Me:Nowifeelbadforaccusinghim…

Her:Whendidithappen?

Me:Yesterdayafternoon

Her:NaaGeshwasathishousethewholeday

Me:Howdoyouknow?

Qondi:Becausehewaschilledwithhisfriends

outsidehishousebusymakingnoisewithhis

music..

Me:Ohw

Her:Ya

Me:Okayihavetogo

Her:Bye

Ihungedup.AtleastiknowGesh’snumberby

heart.Idialledit.Itonlyrangtwicethenwent

straighttovoicemail,itriedandtriedbutstill



thesameresults..

IbethetookeverythingthatisaidPersonal.
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Timepassed,Cameronwasrecoveringvery

wellandiwasveryhappy.Hismomadoredme

andiadoredhertoo.Mydadtookmeto

KwaNdebeleforvirginitytestingandiwasstilla

virginsothatmadehimtoleavemealonefora

while.IwasverycarefulwithCameronand

madesurethatmydaddidn’tfindout.Cameron

lovedme,hewassweet,hewasagoodperson

hetreatedmegoodbuthewasn’tGesh.Idon’t

knowwhybutiwasmissingGeshsoverybad.I

loveGeshsoomuchbutiknowthatwecould

neverhavearelationshipbecausealotof

peopleareagainstit,hisnotthetypeofnigga

thatiwouldbringhometomeetmomand

dad,butatleastCameronis.Cameronisnota



badboy,hisgoingprowithbasketballhisdoing

matricandhispassingwellespeciallysincei

startedlecturinghim…………………..

ItwasaThursdaymorningandihadpromised

MariathatIwillcomealongwithhertofetch

Cameron,hewasgettingdischargedtoday.It’s

sportsdayatschooltodayandtomorrow,soit

wasuselessformetogobecauseidon’tdo

sports.Cameron’smomwastofetchmeat

home,luckilymydadwasn’taroundhewentto

playGolfwithsome“businessassociate”he

hasthisbusinessthatidon’tunderstand.

Wewereatthekitchenmeandmymom

waitingforMaria.

Me:HowdoIlooked?

Shelookedatme.Ihadtoldmymomabout

Cameronandsheapprovesofhim…………….

Her:Relaxyoulookfine..

Me:Areyousure?



Her:Yesbaby

Thedoorbellrang.

Mama:Mightbeher.

Iwenttoopen,itwasindeedMaria.Shehugged

me.

Her:Hey,wowyoulookgood.

Me:Thankyouverymuch,youlookgoodtoo

Mariawasaverybeautifulblondewoman.

Shehuggedmymother.

Maria:YoumustbeKai’smother

Eyyallthisnicknames.

Mom:isureamKai’smother.

Theylaughed.

Maria:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Yes.

Itookmysmallbagandwewenttohercar.She

wasdrivingthelatestLandrover.Cameron



lookslikehisalsofromarichfamily…

Shedrovetothehospital……

WegotthereandCameronwasAlreadywaiting

forus,alldressedupandsittingonthebed…

Hismomwalkeduptohimandhuggedhim,

andkissedhim…..

Cam:Mompleasenotinfrontofmygirlfriend.

Marialaughed.

Maria:Sorryimjusthappythatyouarebetter.

Helookedatme.

Him:Comehere..

Iwentuptohimandhuggedhim,thenwe

kissed.

Maria:Letmegiveyouguyssomespace,I’llgo

andsignyourdischargepapers.

Cameron:I’vemissedyou

Me:I’vemissedyoutoo,andI’mgladthatyou



areokay.

Him:Haveyoubeenbehaving?

Me:Yesihavebeenbehaving.

Him:I’mglad.

Helookeddown.

Me:What’swrong?

Him:idon’tknowifit’sappropriatetobringthis

upnowbut..

Me:Butwhat?

Him:Babywhenarewegonnahavesex?

That’sabomb!

Me:uhm..Idon’t…

Helookedatme.

Me:I’mgonnabeveryhonestwithyou.Mydad

takesmeforvirginitytestingeverymonthto

makesurethatI’mstillavirgin,sobreakingmy

virginitynowitwillbelikesigningmydeath



wish.

Him:Wowyoustillavirgin?

Me:Yeap

Him:Sowhat,mustimarryyoufirstbeforewe

canbeintimate?

Me:ithinksobecausemyfatherisverydifficult.

Helaughed.

MariacameinwiththeDoctor.

Doctor:Howismypatientdoingtoday?

Cam:I’mveryhappy.

Doctor:andI’msurethatyoualsohappyabout

goinghometoday?

Cam:Very.I’vebeentrappedupinherefora

while.

Doctor:That’strue.Andyourmomjusttoldme

thattheyhavefoundthepersonwhose

responsibleforyouraccident.



IlookedatCam.

Me:Theydid?

Him:Yes

Me:Whoisit?

Her:myexwhoseseekingrevenge

Me:April?

Him:No,Sylvia.

Me:Whatrevengeissheseeking?

Him:Whenwebrokeupshespreadliesabout

methatidruggedherandrappedher.Shewent

asfarastryingtohavemearrestedbutthen

therewasnotenoughevidencesothecase

disappearedinthinair.

Me:That’sdeep

Maria:Thatgirlalmostruinedourlives.Tothink

thatilovedherandallowedherintoourhome

notknowingthatI’mactuallybringingina

snake.Nowshewantstokilltheonlychildthati



have.

Me:Shesoundscrazy

Maria:Sheiscrazy,noneofCameron’sprevious

gfsweresanetheywereallcrazy.Doyoueven

knowthatoneofthemwantedtoburnmy

house

Ilaughed.

Me:Areyouforreal?

Maria:Yes.Youpracticallytheonlysanegirl

thathisdating.

Me:Yaneh..

ThedoctorwroteaprescriptionforCameron

thenwewent……………

Wedidn’tgostraighttohishousewewentto

maxisfirsthadsomenicemealthenafterwe

wenttohishouse.Iwasshockedhishouse

wasbiggerthanmyhouseandverybeautiful.

Me:Wowthisisabeautifulhouse.



Maria:Thankyou.

Wewentuptohisroom.Itwasalmostasiflike

iwaswalkingintosomeAquamarinesortofish.

Thesidewallsofhisroomwerefishtanksand

sowastheceiling.

Me:Howdidyougetthisright?

Him:longstory..

Ilaidonhisbedandwatchedthefishasthey

wereswimmingaround.

Me:Thisisbeautiful.

Helaidnexttome,andilaidmyheadonhis

chest.

Him:Doyouknowhowmuchiloveyou?

Me:Nobutyoucantellmethough.

Him:ihavelovedalotofgirlsbefore

Me:Really?

Him:Yeap,butnotasmuchasiloveyou.



Me:Ncooohthat’ssosweetbaby.

Ikissedhim.

Hismomcamein..

Maria:Ohwsorryishould’veknocked.Camyour

basketballteamisheretoseeyou

Him:tellthemtogoaway.

Me:Don’tbelikethat

Him:iwannaspendthisdaywithyou..

Me:Babycomeondon’tdothistoyourteam.

Him:FinebutI’llberightback.

Me:Okay.

Hegotupandwent.

Maria:Kiacomeandhelpmesortoutmycloset

please

Me:Okay

Wewenttoherbedroom.Itwasalsobeautiful.I

helpedhersortouthercloset………………………….



Ichilledthereuntil17:00hadagreattimewith

them.Theydrovemebackhome.Nothingmuch

happenedathomeievenhadanearly

night…………………………….

Inthemorningiwokeupbrushedmyteethand

washedmyface.Iwentdownstairsiwasstill

wearingpjs.Mymomwasgoingupanddown

inthekitchen.

Me:Whereyougoing?

Her:Saturdayandithoughtthatyouwere

gonnajoinme.

Me:Nottoday.

Thedoorbellrang.Mymomandilookedat

eachother.Shewenttoopen.Sometwo

gentlemencamein.Onewaswearingavery

expensivesuit,helookedclassyashell.

Him:Goodmorning

Mom:Morning

Mymomtoldthemtositdown.Welookedat



themwonderingwhotheyare.

Man1:OhwsorryiamJohn,andiam

Cameron’sfather

Okaythatwasshocking.

Him:YoumustbeNokhanya

Me:Yesiam.

Him:iwouldliketoseeyourfather

Mom:inrelationtowhat?

Him:ithinkit’sbestidiscusswiththemanof

thehouse.

Mom:beforeicallmyhusbandiwannaknow

whatthisisabout.

Hesmiledandlookeddown.Thenlookedatus.

Him:mysonisreadytomakeNokhanyahis

wife.

Myjawdropped

Mom:Waitwhatareyousaying?



Him:Weareheretoaskforherhandin

Marriage.

Thixo!!!!!!!!PART27UNTILYOUREMINE
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Idon’tknowwhatCameronhasbeensmoking.

Thisisnothappeningmydadwouldskinhim

andmyselfalive!

Mom:WhatyouaredoingisveryUnlikeyou.

Fromthewaythatyouaredressedicansee

thatyouareawellrespectedman,andamanof

principles.

Him:Thankyou

Mom:Butwhatyouhavejustpulledis

nonsense!Mydaughteris18Marriageisthe

lastthingonhermind!Shestillhasafulllife

aheadofher.SheisstillgonnagotoVarsity

andcontinuewithherstudies,shestillhasto

enjoylife,andyoursonwantstotieherdown?



John:Weunderstandyourconcerns,buti

assureyouthatyourdaughterwillbewelltaken

careoff.ShewillgotoVarsityiwillevenpayfor

herstudiesmyself.Weareveryluckytohavea

daughterinlawlikeher.Sheisverysmart

academically,she’sstillavirgin,shehasbig

dreamssheisanasset.Sheissomeoneiwant

mysontosettledownwithandhavekidswith.

Sheissomeonethatiwouldbeproudtocallmy

Daughterinlaw.

Mom:mydaughterisnotagoldenstatuethat’s

supposestomakeyourfamilyshine!

John:ThisIswhyiwannatalktoyourHusband.

Youareawomanyouwon’tunderstand

Mom:Youareveryluckythatmyhusbandisnot

around.Ifhewashereipromiseyouhellwas

gonnabreaklose!

Mymomwenttoopenthedoorforthem.

Mom:Pleaseleave,andnevercomeback!



Johnstoodupandhissidekick.Hewalkedup

tothedoorandlookedatmymom.

John:thinkaboutitanddiscussitwithyour

husband.Wearewillingtopayanyprice.

Hethenwalkedout.Mymomclosedthedoor.I

wasveryupsettearsfilledmyeyes.

Mom:Comeherebaby..

Iwenttohugher..

Me:WhyishedoingthistomeMama?Imagine

ifdadwashere.

Mom:Sorrybabybutyourbfisapsycho!

Itrulycouldn’tbelievewhatCameronwasdoing

tome.Iwalkeduptomybedroomandlaidon

mybed.ItookmyphoneandcalledGeshMara

itwouldringandgostraighttovoicemail.

IcalledGugu….

Gugu:Heyfriend..

Me:Hifriend..



Gugu:Howareyou?

Me:I’mgoodandyou

Her:I’mfine

Me:GuguI’mcallingtoaskaboutyourbrother

Her:Whataboutmybrother?

Me:iwannatalktohim

Gugu:Khanyo…

Me:GuguI’mtryingtoforgetabouthimokay?

ButIcan’tthemoreItrytoforgetabouthimthe

moreandmoreiwanthim.

Gugu:Khanyol..

Me:NoGuguidon’tthinkthatyouunderstand.I

loveyourbrotherwithallmyheart.

Her:Shuuuuuuuuuthisisdifficult.

Me:Pleasetellhimtocallme.

Gugu:idon’twannagetinvolved

Me:Youalreadyinvolved.



Her:Fineiwilltalktohim

Me:Thankyou.

Ihungedupandlaidinbed.Iwasthinkingalot.I

knowGeshisnotgoodbutIlovehim..My

phonerang,itwasCameron.Ianswered.

Me:hi..

Him:Whythefuckareyouactinglikeakid?

Me:actinglikeakid?

Him:ithoughtyoulovedme,ithoughtthatyou

wantedtomarryme!

Me:idoCameron

Him:Thenwhatthefuckareyouactinglikethis

for?

Me:iam18

Him:18,youalreadyanadult!

Me:WhatyoudoingisnotfairCameron.You

didn’teventalktomeaboutthisfirst.



Him:Talkaboutthisforwhat?Dammit

Nokhanyayoushouldevenbehappythatiwant

tobecommittedtoyou,andonlyyou

Me:Butyoustillhadtodiscussthiswithme.

Him:Why?TellmesomethingNokhanyadoyou

havesomeoneelse?

Me:What?Ofcausenot!

Him:Thenwhyareyouactinglikethis?

Me:Itsnotuptome,it’suptomyfather!

Him:Leaveyourfathertome

Me:icannotleavemyfathertoyou,youdon’t

knowmyfather!

Him:isaidleaveyourfathertome.

Hethenhungedup.Ireallydon’twanttomarry

Cameron.AlliwantisMagesh.

IwaitedforGeshtocallbutnothing.Ibatheand

juststayedindoors.Mymomprepareddinnerat

18:00,mydadcamebackandwesataround



thetableInsilenceandate……………………..

Dad:itissoquietinhereyou’dswearthat

someonehaddied

Thedoorbellrang.Mymomandilookedat

eachother.Mydadstoodupandwenttoopen.

Weheardhimtalkingtosomeonealllaughing

andetc.Hethencameintotheloungebeing

followedbyCameronandhisdad.OhhGoshmy

heartstartedbeatingveryveryfast.

Dad:Johnmyman!

John:Itsmepartner

Mom:Youguysknoweachother?

Dad:Yesheismybusinesspartner.Thisman

wastheonewhohelpedmewithmybusiness.I

amwhereiambecauseofhim!

Mydadlookedatmymom.

Dad:lovegetussomewhiskyplease.

Mymomstoodup.



John:ihopeyoustillremembermyson,

Cameron?

Dad:Ofcauseirememberthisyoungman,

althoughthelasttimeisawhimhewasstill

young.

Theylaughed.

Dad:Sowhatbringsyouherepartner?

John:Thisisadifficultmattertodiscuss.

Iwantedtogetoutofthere.

John:Weareherebecausemysonhastaken

interestinyourdaughter

Dad:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

John:Cameronandyourdaughterhavebeen

dating.Mysonrealisedthatitwouldbevery

disrespectfulifhedidn’tshowhimselfhere.

WhatimtryingtoSayisthatCameronwould

liketomarryyourdaughter.

Mydadlookedathimallfrozeniwasstartingto



getveryscared.

Dad:Thatisshocking.Ididn’tevenknowthat

Nokhanyawasdating.

Mymomshowedupwiththewhiskey.

Dad:Idon’tthinkthatNokhanyaisreadyfor

marriageshe’s18andshestillhastogotothis

traditionalceremonythingnextyearshehasto

gothereasavirginsotheycanprepareherand

guidehertowomanhood.

John:Sohowdoweproceedwiththis?Whatis

thewayforwardbecausethiskidsloveeach

otherandwecan’tseparatethemfromeach

other.

Dad:Youoncetoldmeaboutyoursonandilike

him,hisaverygoodyoungman,welleducated

andgoingprowithbasketballsoon.

John:Heisverydedicated.

Dad:WellNokhanyaisoldenoughtostart

datingandeverythingandiapprovethe



marriageproposal,butallimaskingforisthere

shouldbenosex,untilNokhanyagoestothat

traditionalceremonynextyear.Theyaretobe

marriedwhenshecomesback,rightnowwe

canjuststarttalkingaboutlobolaweneedto

setadateandeverything.

Ilookedatmydadallshocked,mymom

droppedthewhiskeyandglassesthatshewas

holding..PART28UNTILYOU’REMINE

[01/11,12:57]Ron:#29

Ican’tbelievemydadwasSellingmetothis

peoplelikethat.Mydadlookedatmymom

Dad:Doyouknowhowexpensivethatwhiskey

is?

Mom:Sorryi..

Dad:Thuliican’taskyoutoevendothemost

simplestthingever.

John:Itsokay.MistakesdohappenI’llpayfor



thewhiskey.

Johntookouthiswallet,andtookoutR200

Notes.Hecountedthemandhandedthemto

myFather.

Dad:Youdon’thavet..

John:iwanttoo.Thisisalsomywayof

showingyouthatyourDaughterwillbewell

takenoff.

Dad:Shewon’tcomecheapthough

John:ididn’texpecthertocomecheap.

Helookedatme,thenlookedatCameron

Him:Whatdoyouthinkson?

Cameron:ididn’texpecthertocomecheaptoo.

Iwassittingtherebeingdiscussedlikeiwas

somecheapprostitute

Cameron:Socanwestartwiththelobola

negotiations?

Dad:Anytimewhenyouready.



Cameron:HowdoesNextweekSaturdaysound?

Dad:Perfect

Ilookedatmymom.

Mom:i..Don’tyouthinknextweekisstillearly

Skhosana?

Dad:Thuliwearenotdiscussingthiswithyou.

WhenhaveyouheadLobolanegotiationsbeing

discussedwithAwoman?

Mymomkeptquiet.

Dad:Butshedoesn’tknowhowtocookorclean.

She’sbeenlivinglikeaprincess

Cameron:thatdoesn’tmatter,ijustwanther.

WhydidCameronwantmethismuch.

Me:Canipleasebeexcused?

Dad:Why?

Me:I’mjustnotfeelinggood

Cameron:What’swrong?



Me:Ihaveaheadache

Cameron:I’llwalkyoutoyourroom

Me:Nothankyou

Cameron:iinsist..

Wewalkedupstairs.

Heputhishandsaroundmywaist,thedoorwas

locked

Him:icannotwaitfornextweek.I’meven

thinkingthatishouldgetyouanengagement

ring.

Iflashedafakesmile.

Me:What’stherush?

Helookedatme.

Me:imean,I’monly18ireallywannabe

focusedonmystudies

Idon’twannaflunkGrade12.Youknowhow

muchofakilleritwillbeifI’vebeenpassing

sincefromgrade8,theniflunkGrade12.



Myphonerang.Itwasonthebed.

Cameron:Youwon’tflunkI’llmakesurethat

nothinginterfereswithyourschoolwork.

Me:ButwhyMe?

Helookedatmyphone.

Him:Areyougonnagetthat?

IwalkedtoAnsweritbutitstoppedringingasi

pickeditup.IcheckedwhoitwasandItwas

Gesh.

Him:Whoisit?

Me:idon’tknow,it’sanumberthatidon’tknow.

ProbablyisCharleneshelosesherphoneevery

nowandthen.

Him:We’llseeaboutthat.

Hetookmyphone,hecalledthenumberagainI

wasprayingthatGeshdoesn’tanswer.

Unfortunatelyformeheanswered,icouldhear

becausemyphonespeakerwasloud.Cameron



hungup..

Cameron:Charlenehey?

Me:idon’tknowthatnumber.

Myphonebeeped.

Him:lookheevensentyouatext.

Hereadit,istoodthereandlookedathim.All

ofasuddenhethrewmyphoneagainstthewall.

Him:GeezNokhanya!!!!!!!!

Iwasstartingtogetveryscared.

Him:Wtfdoyouwantfromme?Iamrich,iam

goodlooking,thereain’tnogirlthat’snotcrazy

aboutme!!Whycan’timatchuptoyour

standards?

Iwasnowtearingup.

Thedooropened,anditwasmymom.

Mom:iseverythingokay?

Cameronsmiledather.



Cameron:Everythingisfine..Iwasjustsaying

GoodnighttomySoontobefiancé

Hekissedmeonmycheek.

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Metoo

Him:isaidiloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo

Hewipedmytears..

Him:I’llcomeandcheckuponyoutomorrow

Me:Okay.

Hewalkedout.

Mom:ohhKhanyo

Shecameandhuggedme,iwasnowcrying.

Me:idon’twannaMarryHimMommy

Shesatmeonmybed.

Mom:ithoughtyoulovedhim?



Me:Hisnotthissweetboyyouthinkheis.

Mom:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Hehitsme.

Hereyeswidened

Mom:What?

Me:Andifyoudidn’tcomein,heprobably

would’vekilledme.

Mom:OhhGodpleaseno..

Therewasaknockatthedoor.

Mom:Comein..

Mydadcamein.

Dad:What’swrong?

Mom:Khanyodoesn’twannaMarrythisboy.I

alsodon’twanthertomarryhim

Mydadsatdowntooonmybed.

Him:Whynot,Cameronisaverydecentboy.

Mom:Hehitsher



Dad:Wellthat’sjustaman’snaturalreactionto

things.

Mom:Skhosana!

Dad:Didhebeatyouseverely?

Me:Heslapped

me

Dad:That’snothing.LookNokhanyayoujust

needtostopwhateveryoudoingthat’smaking

himangry.IfhisnotAngrythenhewon’thityou.

Mom:Skhosanashe’sonly18.Thisherfirst

relationship.Ifyouforcehertomarrythisboy

thenyou’lltraumatiseherfortherestofherlife.

Shewillneverlookatanyothermanthesame

wayeveragain.

Dad:Whatotherman?Cameronistheonlyman

thatshewilleverendupwith.

Me:Evenifidon’tlovehim?

Dad:You’lllearntolovehim.



Me:idon’t..

Dad:Khanyolistenyouaregoingtomarrythis

Cameronboy,whetheryoulovehimornot!He

lovesyouthat’sallthatmatters.

HestoodupandWalkedout.

Me:iwouldratherdiethantomarryCameron

Mymomlookedatme..

Her:Khanyo..

Me:iamseriousmom.Idon’twannaendup

likeyou,beingabusedeveryday.Youdon’tknow

Cameronhehasthisdarkside,andhegetsvery

jealous.

Mom:We’lltrytofixit

Me:Youbetter,becauseifSaturdaycomesand

it’snotfixediamgoingtoCommitsuicide!

Iwasn’tbluffing,I’dratherdiethanmarry

Cameron.PART29UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Iwokeupataround2am.Ihadapanicattack,i

thoughtiwasgoingcrazyormybraindid

convincemethatiwasgoingcrazy.Itookmy

Anti-anxietypillsalthoughididn’tadministerthe

dosageithinkthatioverdosed,becauseIfell

intosomedeepsleep………………………..

Surprisinglywheniwokeup,iwasatthe

hospital.Mymomwasnexttome.

Me:Mom..

Shelookedatmewhilewipinghertears.

Her:Khanyo,ThankGodyouareawake

Iwasabitdizzy.

Me:Whathappened?

Her:itriedtowakeyouupthismorningbutyou

didn’twakeup.

Me:ithinkimust’veoverdosedabitonmyanti-

anxietypills..



Her:What,whereyoutryingtokillyourself?

Me:Nomom.Ihadaseverepanicattacksoi

drankmypillsididn’tadministerthedosage.

MydadandCameronwalkedin,alongwiththe

Doctor.Thedoctorcametocheckuponme

busyshiningthelittlelightinmyeyes.

Doctor:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:abitdizzy

Him:LuckilyyouoverdosedonS0pills.

Cameron:Willshebeokay?

Doctor:Shewillbefine,plusshedidn’t

overdosethatmuchalthoughiwouldliketo

keepherforafewdaystorunsomePsychiatric

evaluation.

Cameron:IsthatNecessary?

Doctor:Yesitis.Psychiatricevaluationis

alwaysdonewhenwebelievethatapatientwas

tryingtocommitsuicide.



Me:iwasn’ttryingtokillmyself

Doctor:Eitherwaywestillhavetodoit.

Hethenwalkedout.

Cameron:Howthefuckdidthishappen?

Me:ididn’tadministermydosage

Helookedatmyparents.

Him:Howcanitrustherwithyou?Youcan’t

evendothemostsimplestthingeverandthat

Istoprotecther!

Mymomlookedathim.

Mom:Howdareyoutalktouslikethat?

Cameron:icantalktoyouhoweverifucken

want!

Dad:Youarewayoutoflinenowboy!

Cameron:iamstatingfacts!Alliseeisuseless

parents!HowdoesmySoontobeFiancé

overdosewithtwoadultsinthehouse?



Mom:heavenpleaseholdmerightnow.

Shelookedatmydad.

Mom:Thisisthepersonyouwanttomarryour

daughtertoo?

Dad:Weallshouldallcalmdown,beforewesay

thingsthatwegonnaregretlater.Andwedon’t

wanttoupsetNokhanyawhosenotfeelingwell.

Cameron:Youdamntightaboutthat!That’s

whyiwantbothofyoutoleave

Mom:What?No!

Cameron:ifyoudon’tleaveiwillhaveyou

thrownout!

Mom:Theonlythingthatshouldbethrownout

ofhereisyou!

Dad:lovemaybeweshouldleave,givethem

Timetotalk.

Mymomlookedatmydadallmad.

Mom:NoSkhosanawhatholddothispeople



haveonyou?

Dad:Wearejustgivingthemspacetotalkwe’ll

comebacktomorrow.

Cameron:Youbetterlistentoyourhusband

beforeIcallsecurityonyou.

Mymomlookedathim,thenlookedatme.

Mom:I’llcomeback

Shekissedmeonmyforeheadandtheyleft.

Cameronlookedatme,heshowednoemotion.

Me:ididn’ttrytokillmyself

Him:That’snotwhatgetstome.

Ilookedathim.

Him:Iamstandingheretryingtofigureouthow

astraightAstudentcannotunderstandwhat

overdosingis.

Ilookedathim.

Him:Nokhanyaifthefuckendosageis“Take2



pills2timesaday”thenyoufuckentake2pills!

Howcanyounotunderstandthat?

Ididn’tanswerhim.Thenursewalkedin

pushingatrayoffood.

Nurse:Timeforbreakfast

Cameron:I’llseeyoulater

Hekissedmeandleft.

Nurse:Ncooohsuchaniceboy,youverylucky.

Ifakedasmile

Me:isuream.

Her:IhopeyouarehungrybecauseI..

Me:Caniborrowyourphone?

Shelookedatme.

Me:idon’thaveaphoneandreallyhavetocall

myHeadmistress

Her:Can’tyourparentsdothat?

Me:Please..



Shetookoutherphoneandgaveittome.Isent

Geshamessagethatread“Ifyouevercared

aboutmethiswouldbethetimetoshowit.

GeshmylifeisInDanger,SaturdayI’m

supposedtobemarriedtosomeonewhose

gonnaabusemefortherestofmylifeand

probablykillme.Ireallyneedyouplease-

Khanyo”

Igavethenursebackherphone.

Me:Thankyou………………………

Dayspassedandiwasgettingboredofbeing

herebecauseCameronandhisfatherhad

strictlyorderedthehospitalnotallowanyoneto

visitmeotherthanthem.Notevenmyparents

wereallowed……………………

Cameronaskedformetobedischargedon

FridaybecauseoftheeventonSaturday.The

doctorallowedbutsaidishouldcomenext

weekforapsychiatricevaluation.Cameron

fetchedmefromthehospital,andwhenwegot



tohiscarhehandedmeapresent..

Me:Whatisthis?

Him:openit.

IopeneditanditwasaSamsungS6edge+

Him:Thisshouldmakeupformebreakingyour

phone

Ismiled

Me:Thankyou.

Him:ithinkweshouldgonow,especially

becausewehavetoattendthefamilymeeting

Me:Whatfamilymeeting?

Him:Myparentsaskedtospeaktoyourparents

Me:Aboutwhat?

Him:We’llhearatthemeeting.

Cameronandhisparentsareverycontrollingi

don’tlikethem……..

Wegothomeandeveryonewasthere,mymom



huggedmesodidCameron’smom.

Maria:iamsogladthatyouareokay,iwasvery

worriedaboutyou

Ismiled.

Me:I’mokay

Mom:Itsgoodtohaveyoubackhomemybaby

Me:Itsgoodtobehome.

Cameron:Themeeting.

Me:doihavetoattend?I’mverytirediwanna

goandliedownabit

Him:Itwon’ttakethatlongmylove.

MydadandJohnwerealreadysittinginthe

loungewejoinedthem.

John:Firstofallweareveryhappythatour

bridesurvivedthiswholeordealandwealso

appreciateyouguysagreeingtomeetupwith

us.

Iwassittingtherethinkingtomyselfthatget



straighttothepoint..

John:iamnotgonnatakemuchofyourtime,

I’mnotgonnabeataroundthebushimgonna

giveittoeveryonethewayitis.

Welookedathim.

Him:meandmyfamily,wewouldlikeKhanyo

topermanentlymoveinwithusafterthelobola

negotiationstomorrow.

Mymomclappedherhands.

Mom:isawthisonecoming..

Maria:Don’tgetuswrong,wenotsayingor

implyingthatyouarebadparentsbutafterwhat

happenedweareveryconcerned.

Dad:Thisisnotwhatweagreedon.Khanyostill

hastogototheTraditionalceremony..

Cameronlostit.

Cameron:Fuckthetraditionalceremony!My

Fiancétobeisnotgoingtoattendshitlikethat!



John:Soncalmdown.

Cameron:iamnotgonnacalmdown!This

peoplearenotevensupposedtobecalled

parents!

Dad:Idon’tthinkthatwillbepossible

John:makeitpossible!

Mydadkeptquietforawhile.

Dad:Fineshecango

Mom:Skhosanawhydoyoukeeponsellingour

daughtertothispeople?

Icouldn’tlistentothisanymoreiWalkedtomy

room.Ilockedmyselfintherewhilethinking

deepabouteverything.Afteralongtimeof

thinkingtherewasnowayicouldgetoutofthis

situationotherthanrunningaway,andiknow

thepersonwhocouldhelpme.Iwalked

downstairsandoutofthebackdoor,thetwo

familieswerestillarguingetc.Iwalkedupto

Scelohewasdoingthegarden.



Me:Scelo

Him:Skeem,fedehowareyoufeeling?

Me:I’mfinethanks

Him:iwasworriedaboutyou

Me:Skeemineedyourhelp

Him:I’mlistening

Me:iwanttorunawayandineedyoutodrive

mesomewheretomorrowmorningat4am

Him:Skeemi..

Me:Sceloplease

Hedeniedatfirstbutafteralotofemotional

blackmailandpersuasionheagreed.Iwalked

backtothehouseandapparentlybothfamilies

haveagreedthatTomorrowafterthe

negotiationsI’llmoveinwithCameronandhis

family.Thebastardwashappy!

Althoughmymomwasagainstitbutshe

couldn’twin……………..



Weatedinnerthatnightandiwentto

bed……………..

Iwokeupat3:30ambrushedmyteethand

washedmyface.Packedafewclothesinmy

backpackandheadedtothedoor.Iwas

switchedthealarmoffandwentthroughthe

kitchendoor.Ipausedabitandlookedaround

I’mprobablynevergonnacomebackhereever

again..

Iclosedthedoorgentlyandrantothegate.

Scelohadkepthiswordbecausehewasthere.

Scelo:Skeemareyousureaboutthis?

Me:Yes

Him:Youknowthere’snoturningbackright?

Me:iknow

Wegotintothecarandwent.Hedrovemeto

Soweto,YesiwasgoingtoGesh………………

Scelodidn’tdropmeoffattheGate,hedropped

meoffatthecornerandiWalkedthere.Igotin



throughthegateandwenttohisroom.Ihada

bitoftearsiwasrelievedthatihadmadeit.I

knockedandknockedandknockedand

knockedandknockedandknockedand

knockedandknockedandknockedand

knocked…….

ThisNiggacanreallysleep.Wheniwasabout

togiveupheresponded.

Him:YaI’mcoming!

Myfingerswereevenpainful.

Heopenedthedoor.Hewasonlywearinglong

trackpants,noshoesandnoshirt.Hestill

lookedsleepy.

Him:Khikhi?

Ipushedhimoffthedoorandwentin.

Idroppedmybag.Heclosedthedoor

Him:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:DidyougetmySMS?



Him:Yeahidid

Me:Andyoudecidednotrespondtoit?

Hekeptquiet.Iwentuptohimandstarted

hittinghimrepeatedly,iwascrying.

Me:Ihateyou!Howcouldyounoteventhinkof

me?Orcometosavemewhenineededyouthe

most!IhateyouGesh!Ihateyouwithallmy

heart!

Heheldmyhandstight.

Him:I’msorry..

Me:Whatifidied?

Hepulledmecloserandhuggedme..PART30
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IwassoupsetwithGeshthatiwentinthe

housetocrashwithGuguiwasabitsleepy.

LuckilyhermotherwenttoworkveryEarly,she



wasn’taround……

IhadtotelGugueverythingthough.

Wewereinherbed.

Her:Yoohyaihavenowords

Me:Soihadtorunaway

Her:I’drunawaytoo

Me:Andican’tgotomyGrandma’splacethat’s

probablythefirstplacethattheygonnalookfor

me.

Her:iunderstandwhatyousaying.Iamvery

happythatyoucamehere.Wouldn’twantyou

wonderingoffthestreetsalone.

Guguhadaverygoodheart,sometimesIdon’t

evenbelievethatshe’srelatedtoGesh.

Me:Idon’tevenknowwhatI’mgonnadoGugu,

orwhereI’mgonnago.Iamonly18

Her:Wecantalktomymothertoletyoustay

hereforawhile



Me:Yourmomhatesmyguts.

Gugu:SheDoesn’thateyou.Andthisis

differentyounolongerwishGesh.

Me:Ya

Her:Let’sgetsomerest

Iturnedandfacedtheotherway.I’monly18

whatamigonnado?Ihaveneverbeenalone

beforeI’vealwaysbeendependant.

Tearsstartedstreamingdownmycheeks.I

criedsilentlydidn’twantGugu

noticing………………………..

Iwokeupataround11amandbathe,iwentto

thekitchenandGuguwascleaning.Shesmiled

Her:Goodmorningagain

Me:Hey

Her:Youcanfryussomeeggswhileigoand

cleanthestoep

Shetookthebucketandmopthenwent.I



waitedforthefloortodry…

Whenitwasdryiwenttosearchforapenuntili

foundone.Iturnedonthestoveandputiton

thestovethenpouredoil.Iopenedthefridge

andtheeggswerethere.Itookoneandtooka

fork.Ihitithardthateventheeggshellfell

insidethepan.Itookouttheeggshelland

threwitaway.Theeggshowednosignsthatit’s

frying.

Me:Aghwhatamidoingwrong?

Iheardsomeonelaughing,ilookedbackandit

wasGeshstandingatthedoor..

Him:Youhavetowaitfortheoiltogethotfirst.

Hecameandtookthefryingpanandemptiedit

thenwasheditandputitbackonthestove.

Him:Nowwe’llwaitforthepantogetabithot.

Hewasstarringatme.

Me:What’shappening?



Me:Nothing

Him:Youcannotshowupatmydoorstepearly

inthemorningandsayit’s“Nothing”

Me:TheywasgonnamarrymeofftoCameron

soiranaway.

Him:Whydidyourunaway?Ithoughtyouloved

Cameronandhisagoodpersonandmoreofa

manthanI’lleverbe.

Me:Hewasuntilhehitme.

Gesh:What?Whydidn’tyoutellme?

Me:didn’tisendyouansms?

Him:Younevermentionedthathehitsyou.

Hepouredoilinthepan.

Me:Wellnowyouknow.

Wewaitedfortheoiltohitup,andheshowed

mehowtoactuallyfryeggs.

Me:Thankyou



Him:Youwelcome

Gugucameback.

Gesh:ihavetogosomewhere,I’llseeyalllater.

Hewalkedout.

Me:Hedon’tlovemenomore.

Gugu:Whyareyousayingthat?

Me:Hedidn’ttouchme,didn’tkissme,didn’t

evensayimissedyou.Maybeishouldn’thave

comehere

Gugu:Nonsense!Hewillcomearoundgivehim

time

Me:Isheseeingsomeone?

Gugu:Notthatiknowoff.

Wesatdownandatebreakfast.Ihadtostay

indoorssothatpeoplecouldn’tnoticeiwas

here…….wewatchedTv,thensleptwokeupand

iwatchedhercook…

Weheardaknockatthedoor.Welookedat



eachother.

Her:Gohide*Whispering*

Irantohideinherroom.Icouldn’thearwho

shewastalkingwith,butEyytheconvotook

long……….

Iheardthedoorclosingthenshecametothe

bedroom.

Her:ThatwasyourparentsandFiancé

Me:iknowthatishouldn’thavecomehere

Gugu:Khanyodon’tpanic

Me:Whatdidyousay?

Her:thatidon’tknowwhereyouare.

Weheardthedooropeningandclosing.

Busi:GuguI’mhome..

Me:Greatnowihavetodealwithyourmom

Her:Come

Sheheldmebymyhandandtookmetothe



kitchen.

Busi:MyFeetar…

Herspeechwascutshortwhenshesawme.

Her:Nokhanya,whatareyoudoinghere?

Ididn’tknowwhattosay.

Gugu:She’sheretovisitme.

Shelookedatus

Gugu:YouknowthatKhanyoandiwebest

friends.

Busi:iknowthat,butwhatidon’tunderstandis

whyshevisitingnowimeanit’snotschool

holidays

Gugu:Shecamewithherschoolclothes

Mom:Gugukahlekahlekwenzakalani?(Gugu

what’shappening)

Gugu:Caniexplainittoyoulater?

Shegaveusaseriouslook



Her:FineI’llbewaitingforthatexplanation.

Shewalkeduptoherbedroom.

Gugu:Thatwasclose

Me:idon’tthinkshe’sgonnaletmestayhere

Her:Wehavethewholenighttocomeupwith

anexcuse………..

Iwenttobaththenworemypjs.Itwassome

shortpjpantswithamatchingpjtopand

sleepers.

Gugu:Youhaveagreatbodydoyouknowthat?

Me:Thankyou

Ihadtiedmyhairupintoabun.

Her:ifididn’tknowbetterI’dsaythatthere’s

someonewhoyouwannaimpress.

Me:Aghplease

Wewenttothekitchentodishup.Theniheard

Geshopeninghisdoor.



Me:I’llberightback.

Iwentout,andgotintohisroom.Hehadjust

turnedthelightson.Iclosedthedoor.

Me:Hi..

Him:Hey..

IlookedatGeshandaskedmyselfwhatthehell

didiseeinCameron,Geshishooot.

Me:ijustwannacleartheairwithyou.

Him:Okay

Me:iknowthatI..There’salotofthingsI’vesaid

toyouthatwereveryinappropriate.Iamsorryi

wasveryangry.Iunderstandifyoudon’twant

anythingtodowithmeanymore,iunderstandif

youhavefoundsomeoneelse.Iwon’tbother

youI’lljustleave.Iopenedthedoorandhe

cameandgrabbedmebymyarm.Hethen

closedthedoor.

Him:idon’twantyoutoleave.



Heputhishandonmycheek,thencameclose

andkissedme……..

Thekissingwentonuntilitreallyturnedmeon.

Heputhishandundermypjtopandranthem

upmybreastsandsqueezedthem…

Wecontinuedkissingandweendedup

undressingeachother.

Whilewewerestandingthereallnakedand

kissingheranhishanddowntomyvagina,and

rubbedme.

Hethenstoppedkissingme.

Him:Areyousureaboutthis?

Inoddedmyheadyes.Helockedthedoorthen

pickedmeupandlaidmeinbedandkissedme

allovermybody.Atthatmomentididn’tcare

aboutmyfatheroranything.Hepartedmylegs

andgotinbetweenthem.

Him:Khanyoareyousureaboutthis?

Me:iam



Him:lookmeintheeyeandtellmethatyouare

sureaboutthis.

Ilookedathimintheeye.

Me:iamsure.

Hegotoffme.

Me:Whatnow?

Him:Youreyestellmethatyounotready.

Hestarteddressingup.Iwentandpickedup

mypjsandstarteddressinguptoo.

Me:Gesh

Him:Yes?

Me:Doyoustillloveme?

Him:Whydoyouask?

Me:idon’tfeellovedanymore

Heopenedthedoor.Thenhecameandheldmy

hands.

Him:Doyouwantarelationshipwithme?



Me:Yes

Him:Evenifitmeansbeingyourfatherandyour

brother’sbiggestenemy?

Ilookedathim.Hetightenedthegriponmy

hands.

Me:Geshwhat’swrong?

Him:itriedeverythinginmypowerstopushyou

awayfromMebuthereyouare

Me:idon’tunderstand

Him:ididn’tshootyoursisterbecauseshe

betrayedme,ishotherbecauseIwantedyouto

hateme.Ididn’tcometorescueyoubecausei

wantedyoutohaveanormallife

Me:Geshi..

Him:Letmefinish..

Ilookedathim.

Him:Nokhanyaifyouwanttospendtherestof

yourlifewithmethenthat’sgood,butknow



thatyouwillnothaveanormallife.YesIlove

you,I’llalwaysloveandprotectyoubutyouwill

neverhaveanormallife.You’llalwaysliveon

therun,pursuitbymyenemies,youprobably

gonnagetshothereandthere,maybeeven

tastedeath.Icomewithalotofbaggage

Khanyo.IamadrugLordthatlifeisdangerous

andthosearoundmewillalwaysgethurt.Now

ifyouwannabewithmethenthat’sthekindof

lifeyougoingtolive.

Hewentandstoodbythedoor.

Him:Itsyourchoice.Youcansaveyourself

fromthislifeandwalkaway,oryoucanchoose

tostaywithme.

That’sthemosttoughestdecisionI’deverhave

tomake.Iwalkeduptothedoor,pulledhim

insideandclosedit.Ithenfacedhim.

Me:Don’tmakemeregretchoosingtostaywith

you.

Him:NokhanyaSkhosanaareyousureabout



whatyouaredoing?Fromhereonthere’sno

turningback.

Me:Aslongasyougonnaloveandprotectme

thenI’msure.

Hesmiledatme,andCametohugme.

Him:ithinknowyoureadytoloseyourvirginity.

HelockedthedoorandCametome,wekissed

andslowlymadeittothebed.

Didimaketherightchoiceaboutleaving

dangerouslywithGesh?PART31UNTILYOU’RE
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YouprobablywonderingifisleptwithGeshor

not,andtheanswerisYesidid.Itwasthemost

painfulthingever,iliterallythoughtiwasgonna

die.Itwasn’tallpainfulthoughbecauseaftera

whileicouldn’tfeelhiminsideofmeiwas

numb.Wewerenowlayinginbed.



Me:Ihavetogoandpee.

Iwenttopee,itfeltlikeihadstuckabout1mill

needlesinsidemyvagina.Iwentbacktothe

bedroom.

Me:Isitsupposedtobethispainful?

Him:Howdoyoufeel?

Me:Itburnsverybad.

Icouldn’tsitdownorlieinbed,iwasjust

standingthere.Icouldn’tevenwearmy

Bumshortionlywrappedmyselfwithatowel.

Me:feelslikeI’mgonnadie,ithinkihavetogo

tothehospital

Him:Youexaggerating.

Me:ReallyI’mnotfeelinggood.

Istartedcrying

Him:AiiKhanyonowyougonnamakemefeel

bad

Me:Youreallyhurtme.



Him:Uyatefa(youbeingacrybaby)

Iwasallkneelingdown.Hegotoutofbedand

wenttothebathroom,iheardhimrunningthe

water.

Hecameback

Him:Come

Me:No..

Him:justcome.

Igotupandwewalkedtothebathroom

Me:Really?Thisisyoursolution?

Him:Yeapacoldbath

Me:Itscold

Him:Itwillhelp

Igotinsidethebathandjustchilledtherefor

like5min.Thecoldbathhelped,whencold

watercameincontactwithmyVaginaeased

theburningsensation…



Afterthatogotout,iwipedmyselfandwentto

thebedroom.Hecamemeaglasswithwater.

Me:What’sthis?

Him:Citro-sodaitwillhelp

Idrankit.

Him:Howdoyoufeelnow?

Me:abitbetter

Him:Don’twearanunderwearjustletitbreath.

Me:Whatdoyouthinkmighthavecausedallof

this?

Him:I’mnotsure.Probablywhenyougotdry

thatcreatedfrictionandweusedacondom.

Me:Howdoyouknowallofthis?

Helookedatme..

Me:I’mprobablynotthefirstvirginyou’veever

sleptwith.

Him:butyouthefirstvirginthatimadelove



too,allthatpreviouscrashwasjustsex.

Me:EvenLesedi?

Him:Biggesttrashofthemall

Ilaughed.

Me:Gesh

Helookedatme

Me:Yousaidsomethingaboutmebeingmy

dadandmybrother’senemywhatdidyoumean

bythat?

Him:Idon’tthinkyouwannahearthat

Me:WeInarelationshipnowithinkhonesty

shouldbeapriority.

Him:Okaycomehere..

Iwenttositontopofhim,wewerefacingeach

otherwithmyhandsaroundhisneckandhis

handsonmythighs.

Him:YourfatherandyourbigbrotherSelldrugs.



Me:What?

Ilaughed.Hewasn’tlaughing

Him:I’mseriousNokhanya.

Me:NomyfatherisaHeartsurgeon

Him:Yourfatherisadrugdealer,heisno

surgeonthatisjustanact.

Me:Whatareyoutryingtotellme?

Him:TheyworkforamancalledJohn.Johnis

myrivalheisadrugLordjustlikeme.

Me:John..John..WaitJohnAsntlike

Cameron’sfather?

Him:CameronisJohn’sson?Cameronthat’s

supposedtogoprowithbasketballsoon?

Me:Yes

Him:Nowitmakessensewhytheywantyouto

marryhim

Me:I’mlistening



Him:YourbrotherandfathertheyfearJohn.Let

mejustsayJohnisthemostfeareddrugLord

ever.Hisbeenpersuadingmeeversince,that’s

whyimovedfromcpt,thenkzn,nowI’mhere.I

haven’tmovedherebecauseI’mtiredofrunning

awaybestwayistofightthisguy,andnowit’s

differentfrombeforebecauseihaveacrew

that’sloyaltome,that’swhyIhaveaninsideme.

Me:Insideman?

Him:Scelo.Hismybestbestfriendandmy

partnerincrime.Sceloisactuallyrichtoobut

hehadtodisguisehimselfasagardenboyand

getclosetoyourdadsowecanknowwhathis

plansare.

Me:ihearwhatyousayingbutit’shardto

comprehend.

Him:Haven’tyouwonderedwhyyourfamilyis

sorich?Especiallyyourdad?

Me:Becauseithoughthisaheartsurgeon



Him:Really?Hecan’tgetthisrichoffthat.

Ican’tbelievethis.

Him:butyoucan’ttellanyoneaboutthis,

becauseifyousayawordimalsogonnago

down.IusedtoworkforJohntoountiliwent

andstartedmyowncrewthenhetookthatas

betrayal,andJohnstillwantsmyheadservedto

himinasilverplatter.

Me:Butifthat’struethenwhydidyouandmy

brotherseemfinethardaywhenyougreeted

him?

Him:Hehatesmygutsandihatehistoo.He

actedallcoolbecauseofyou.

Me:ThandosellingdrugsNaa

Him:Takemyphoneandcallhim.Tellhimthat

yourdadwantstomarryyouofftothis

Cameronboyandlet’sseeifhisgonnaprotest.

Hehandedmehisphone.IcalledThandobut

kaPrivate.



Him:Hello*sleepyvoice*

Me:HeyitsKhanyo

Ihadputhimonaloudspeaker

Him:Whyareyoucallingmeatthistime,is

everythingokay?

Me:Noeverythingisnotokay.Dadwantsto

marrymeofftosomeboycalledCameron.

Him:What?Cameronthat’ssupposedtogopro

soonwithbasketball?

Geshlookedatme.

Me:Ya.

Thando:CameronAsntlikeJohn’sson?

Me:Yesthatone.

Him:Hisaverydecentboy,whatdon’tyoulike

him?

Me:I’m18ThandoI’mnotreadyformarriage

Him:iunderstandyou,I’lltryandtalktodad



Me:Okay.

Him:Bye

Me:Bye.

Hehungedup

Gesh:Howdidheknowthatwetalkingabout

John’sson?

Me:truethat,somethingisdefinitelynot

makingsense.

Hekissedmeonmycheek.

Him:itoldyou.

Wegotinbed,ididn’tsleepiwasthinkingabout

thiswholesituation……

…………………….

IwaswokenupbyGeshinthemorningbusy

goingupanddownmakingnoisewith

everythinghetouched.

Isatupstraight.Hewasdressingup.



Me:goingsomewhere?

Him:Yes

Me:Where?

Him:GoingtopayCameronavisit

Me:Why?

Him:Youhavetogotoschooldon’tyou?

Inoddedyes.

Him:Thenhehastoknowthatyoudon’ttouch

mine.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:idon’twanthimharassingyouatschool

Me:WhataboutJohn?

Him:JohnandyourFatherleftlastnight

“Businesstrip”.Andyou’llgotoyourhousewith

mysisteryouhavetofetchyourschoolthings.

Me:Areyoucrazy?

Him:Yourdadisnotaround,andScelowillkeep



aneyeonyou.

Hecameandkissedmeonmyforehead

Me:becareful

Him:iwill

Him:Ngiyak’ncanwayezwa?(iloveyou)

Me:iheartyoutoo.

Heleft.Isleptthengotuplater.Ibatheiwas

stillinabitofpain…..

Afterbathingiwenttothemainroom.

Someoneknocked.

Me:Whoisit?

Gugu:Itsme

Iopened

Her:HurryupSceloiswaitingforus

Me:ineedclothes

Shewentandgotmemyclothes,idressedup

andwentoutside,Scelowasparkedbythegate



andwegotinthecar.Ididn’taskhimabout

whatMageshtoldme………

Wegottomyhouse,Guguandiwentin.

Surprisinglymymomdidn’tgotowork.Shewas

happytoseemeshecametohugme.

Her:Khanyo!Youdon’tknowhowworriediwas

aboutyou.

ShelookedatGugu.

Mom:Areyou?..Waitwecametoyourhouse

yesterdayandyousaidyoudon’tknowwhere

sheis.

Gugukeptquiet.

Mom:Khanyowhat’sgoingon

Me:I’mheretogetmythings

Istartedwalkingupstairs,shefollowedme

Her:Whereareyougonnago?Youonly18you

won’tsurviveonyourownoutthere

Me:I’mstayingwithGesh



Her:What?

Me:I’mnolongergonnahideittoanyonethat

meandhimareinaseriousrelationship.

Shesatonmybed

Her:OhhhKhanyo

Istartedpacking

Her:Youcan’tdatethisGesh

Me:iamnotgonnaletyouandyourhusband

controlme.UnlikeCameronGeshcaresabout

mehedoesn’thitmeorforcemetomarryme

Her:BabythisGeshcanbethemostkind

persononplanetearthbutyoucannotdatehim

Me:Why?

Her:Becauseyouandhimare..

Me:Are?

Her:Related..Sihleisyourcousin.Yourfather

andhisfatherareTwinbrothers.



Icouldn’tbelievewhatiwashearing.PART32
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Ididn’twannahearnomore,igotmythingsand

left.Maybemymomislyingtomakemestay

awayfromMagesh,butknowingmymomlikei

doshe’snotthatevil.I’dexpectmydadtopull

offsomethinglikethisandnotmymom.Iwas

quietwhenweweredrivingbacktoSoweto.

Gugu:Areyouokay?

Me:YaI’mfine………………………

Scelodroppedusoffandiwenttoputmy

thingsinMagesh’sroom.

Me:ithinkit’stimethativisitQondiandmy

Grandma.

Gugu:Areyousureaboutthat?

Me:YabutI’llgolater,theyatworknow.



Her:Okay.Doyouwantustogoandgrab

somethingtoeat?

Me:Somethinglikewhat?

Her:idon’tknow,we’llsee

Me:Okay.

Wewentouttotownandhadanicebreakfast

atwimpy.Guguevenshowedmewhere

Magesh’sKFCislocated.Afterthatlongdaywe

wentbackhome,funnyhowicallit

home………………………….

Wegotthereandiputmyclothesinhis

wardrobe.IhadalsotakentheS6thatCam

boughtme.Iwastogetmyselfanewsimcard

soichargeditforawhile………………

Thedaywentbyandiwasjustchillingindoors

watchingmoviesonmylaptopuntilihearda

knockatthedoor.Iwenttoopenanditwas

Lesedishewasholdingbontle.Shecouldn’t

believehereyeswhenshesawme.



Her:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:iliveherenow

Shelaughed.

Her:That’simpossible,Geshwouldn’t..

Me:Wellhedid..

IlookedatBontle.

Me:Areyouheretodropoffbontle?It’sfineyou

canleaveher

ShepushedmeoffthewayandWalkedin…

Her:iain’tleavingmychildwithyou.I’llwaitfor

Gesh

Me:bemyguest.

Iclosedthedoorandgotinbeducontinued

watchingmovieswhiletheyweresittingonthe

couchwaitingforGesh…………………

Geshwalkedinataround19:00,helookedat

Bontle.



Gesh:Heybaby

AssoonasbontlesawGeshshestretchedher

handstohimalljumpingandexcitedtoseehim.

GeshgotherfromLesediandwasallkissing

her..

Gesh:imissedyouBhuba..

Lesedistoodup

Lesedi:What’sgoingonbetweenyouandmiss

thingoverthere?

Iloweredthevolume.

Gesh:I’mnotInthemoodtofightwithyou,

especiallynotinfrontofmydaughter.

Lesedi:FinethenI’lljusttakemydaughterand

we’llleave

Geshslightlypushedherback.

Gesh:Youcannotdothat.Wehaveajoint

custodyshe’ssupposedtostaywithmeforthe

wholeweek.



Lesedi:Wellidon’twantmissThingnexttomy

daughter!

Shethenwalkedout.

Me:EyyyourBabyMama

Gesh:Don’tstart.Hesatdownwithbontleon

hislap.

Him:Yougoingtoschooltomorrow

Me:WhataboutCameron?

Him:Hewon’tevenlookatyou

Me:Whatdidyousaytohim?

Him:thedetailsdon’tmatter.

Me:Okay.

Hestoodupandputbontlenexttome,bontle

cried.

Gesh:I’mcomingback.

Me:Whereareyouevengoing?

Him:tomakeaphonecall.



Hewentout.Heseemedtobeinarealbad

moodsotellinghimaboutwhatmymomtold

mewouldbedeadly.Bontlewasn’tpreparedto

stopcrying,iheardMagesh’smomtalking

outside,thenaftersheenteredinthebedroom.

Her:Youagain

ShepickedupBontle,andstartedrockingher.

Busi:ithoughtitoldyoutostayawayfrommy

son.

Me:Thatwouldbeeasyifwedidn’tloveeach

other

Her:love?Youareonly18theonlythingthat

youshouldbelovingisyourbooks.

Me:Whydon’twejustgettothebottomofwhy

youdon’twantmeandGeshdating

Shelookedatme

Me:Mymomtoldmethatwerelated.

Shelookeduneasy.



Her:Andyoustillwanttodatehim?

Me:ithinkweshouldjustkeepitbetweenus,

becauseifhefindsouthisgonnahateyou

Shelaughed.

Her:Don’tmakethisaboutme.Youdon’twant

Sihlefindingoutaboutthisbecauseyouscared

thathisgonnabreakupwithyou.

Okaythatstatementistrue,Geshwalkedin.

Gesh:Youdon’twantSihlefindingoutabout

what?

IlookedatBusi,shelookedatmetoo.

Gesh:Issomeonegonnasaysomething?

Busi:Wedon’twantyoufindingoutthatwe

planningyoussurprisepartynextmonthfor

yourbirthday

Gesh:Don’tbother,youknowidon’tcelebrate

mybirthdays.

Gugucamein



Gugu:dinnerisready..

Weallwalkedtothekitchen.BusigotBontleher

highchair.Sheputhertherethengavehera

purityofwhichbontlemadeamesswith.

GuguhadcookedPap,wors,andGravy.Ilooked

atmyplate.

Busi:What’swrongKhanyo?Isthatdishtoo

ghettoforyou?

Me:Noitsnot.

Itooktheworsandbiteit,thenistarted

chewingit.Butafterafewsecondsiwentto

spititout.IamsorrybutI’musedtoeating

seriousEnglishdishes,thiswaspovertyforme.

Geshwalkedin.

Me:SorryI’mnottryingtoberude

Hehuggedme..

Him:Itsokay.Whatwouldyouliketoeat?We

cangoout.



Me:Really?

Him:Yes,wecangotospur

Me:Won’tthatseemrude?

Him:Noitwon’t.

Wewalkedtothekitchen.

Gesh:Wejustgonnagoandeatout.

Busi:Heeeee!Isawthisonecoming!

Gesh:Momplease..

Busi:NoSihle!IfNokhanyacannothandlehow

weliveandeatherethenshecangohome..

Gugu:Momthat’srude

Busi:iseeyouguysallwalkingupanddownfor

her,alliwannaknowiswhatisshedoinghere?

Gesh:Shehadproblemsathome,sosheran

away.

Busi:Nowwekeepingafugitive.

Shestoodup.



Her:iwantthisgirloutofherebytomorrow.

ShetookbontleandWalkeduptoherroom.

Geshstormedoutinanger.

Gugu:Wow!

Shesaidthatwhilesippingonherjuice..

IwalkedoutandwenttoGesh’sroom,ifound

himpacking

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Him:Youheardshewantsusoutbytomorrow

Me:Shewantsmeout,shewasspecificabout

that.

Gesh:Khanyowhenyouinarelationshipyou

lose“me”for“us”,nowpackyourclothes.

Tomorrowwhenyougetbackfromschoolwe

gonnagetusaniceflat.PART33UNTIL

YOU’REMINE
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Geshandididn’tgetmuchsleepthatnight.

Beforeweslepthewenttofetchbontlewho

keptusawakethewholenight.Itwasnow2am

andshewasstillcrying.Geshwasholdingher,

andiwastryingtogiveherbottlebutshewould

justhititoff.

Gesh:Kantiufunani?(whatdoyouwant)

IcouldseethatGeshwasstartingtoget

irritated.

Me:GivehertoMe.

Hegavemebontlewhoprotested,whenitook

herforcefullyshewouldfightmebyscratching

meonmyface.

Me:YoohGeshtakeyourchildI’mdone!

Hetookher.

Me:Whyisshecryinglikethis?Ihavetobeup

at4am.Whatdoesshewant?

Him:Doyouthinkwewouldbedoingthisifi

knewwhatshewanted?*Shouting*



Me:Goodnight

Igotinbed.

Him:Khanyo,I’msorryididn’tmeantoshout.

Ikeptquiet.

Him:Don’tgobontleonmetooplease.

Igotup.

Me:iknowiagreedtobeinarelationshipwith

you,butthisGeshididnotsignupfor

Him:Khanyoshe’smydaughterwhatdoyou

wantmetodo,abandonher?

Me:acondomcould’vepreventedthis..

Him:What?

Ididn’tsayanything.

Him:Sorryyourhighnessifmychildistoo

muchforyouthenwe’llgiveyouspace.

Hestoodupandwenttothedoor.

Me:ididn’tmeanitlikethat..



Heopenedthedoor,thenbangeditonhisway

out.

Me:uyaphi?

Hedidn’treply.Istoodupandwenttolockthen

gotbackinbed.Okaymaybethatcameout

wrongbutIdon’tthinkicankeepupwiththis

stepmothersituation.Icriedmyselftosleep.I

misshomenow,imissbeingababyathome

despitetheabusehomewasperfect……..

…………………………

Myalarmwokemeupat4amexactly.Myeyes

werestillheavyiwasstillsleepy,verysleepy.I

wantedtosleepbutican’tI’vealreadymissed

schoolalot.Igotoutofbedandwenttothe

bathroomilookedmyselfinthemirrormyeyes

wereabitswollenprobablyfromallthatcrying.

Ibatheanddressedup,althoughitriedtoput

aneyelinerbutstillmyeyeslooked

horrible………….



Ididn’tknowwhowastakingmetoschool

especiallyafterthefalloutwithGeshlastnight.i

satonthebed……

Afterawhilesomeonetriedtoopenthedoor

butitwaslocked,theyknocked.Iopeneditwas

Gesh.Hedidn’thavebontlewithhim.Hewalked

tothebathroom.

Me:WhereisBontle?

Hedidn’tsayanything.Hebathethencameto

thebedroomtodressup.Iavoidedstarringat

himwhilehewasdressingup….whenhewas

donehetookbontle’sbag.

Him:Let’sgo

Itookmybag,andwewenttohiscar.Hewas

drivingaBMWGT….

Hedrovemetoschoolanddroppedmeoffat

thegate.HetookoutR300fromhispocket.

Him:You’llgetlunch.

Itookit



Me:Thankyou

Heleanedcloser,iwasmeetinghimhalfway

thinkingthathewasgivingmeakissbutin

actualfacthewasopeningthedoorforme.

Him:Bye..I’llpickyouuplater

Iwentout.Hethendroveoff.Iwalkeduptomy

Englishclass,iwasnervousididn’tknowhowi

wasgonnafaceCameron………

Igotthereandtheclasswasn’tfull,itwasApril

andherfriends.

Theylookedatme.

April:Wow!Youlooklikeyouhadaroughnight

Me:iwasgonnabemovedifthatwas

somethingintelligentcomingoutfromyour

mouth.

April:YouveryamazingKay,ineverthoughtof

youasapersonwhostealotherpeople’sbfs.

Me:AreyoutalkingaboutCameron?



Her:Theoneandonly

Me:Youcanhavehim.

Mygirlswalkedin.Aprilandhercrewkeptquiet.

Theycametome,theylookedatme.

Me:YouneedtodecideifyouinthisBitchez

clubornot

Tiff:YaKaywetiredofyoualwaysDissingus.

Me:I’msorryijusthadalotofBullshittodeal

with

Charlene:AndyourPhone?Wetriedcallingyou

Tiff:What’supwiththat?

Me:Itsbroken.

Tiff:What’swrongwithyou?Youlooksonot

yourself

Me:I’llexplainlater

Charlene:We’llbewaiting.

TheclasseventuallygotfullandourEnglish



Teacherwalkedin.IlookedoveratCameron’s

deskitwasemptyhewasnotaround….

Hecamein30minlater.Helookedlikehisnose

wasbrokenhadaplasteraroundit,helooked

beatupwithaswolleneyeandabrokenarm.

HegaveourEnglishteacherapaper.Our

teacherlookedatitandtoldhimtositdown.

Iwatchedhimlimpingtohischair,hesatdown

andimmediatelylookedatme,ilookedatour

Englishteacher………………

Afterawhileifeltsomeonepokingmeonmy

shoulder.IturnedbackanditwasCharleneshe

handedmeanote.Iopeneditandreadit,it

read:

“WhatthefuckisCamstarringatyoulikethat

for?Hislookiscreepyasiflikehewantsto

murderyou,hisbeenstarringatyoulikethatfor

45minnowI’vebeencounting”

Ilookedoverathimandindeedhewasstarring

atme.Itwasthatcold,deathstare.Iquickly



lookedatmyEnglishteacherwhowasreading

atextbookMacbethbyWilliamShakespeare..

Myheartstartedbeatingveryveryfastwhatdid

Geshsayordotohim?

Theclasswasfinallyover,iquicklystoodup

andwentout,mygirlscaughtupwithme.

Charlene:Kaywait.

Istopped.

Charlene:Wtfwasthatallabout?

Idroppedmybagandliterarysatdown.

Charlene:Thatlookscaredmetoo,likefeelmy

heart

TiffputherhandonCharlene’schest.

Tiff:Itsbeatingfast..Guyswhat’sgoingon?

Me:Wegottagetintothenextclass.

Theyhelpedmegetupandwewent.Wewere

attendingchemistry.



Wewenttothelabandwesatdown.Tiffsaton

myrightwhileCharlenesatonmyleft.Cameron

gotin,iswearhehadthatdeadlycoldlook.

Hesatbehindusatthecornerthough.

Tiff:WhyisCameronlookingatyoulikethat?

Me:idon’tknow..

Weattendedtherestoftheclassesuntilitwas

lunchtimewithCameronbusymakingitvery

uncomfortableforme.Wewenttothecafeteria

andPatrickwassittingtherewithhis

classmatesicalledhim,hecametome.

Hehuggedme.

Him:HeyI’vemissedyou

Me:ivemissedyoutoo

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:Nonotreally

Him:Why?What’swrong?

Me:WellCam..



Cameronwalkedinwithhisfriends.Hisfriends

weretalkingbuthewasquiteandkepta

seriousfacetheysatdown.Heranhiseyes

arounduntilhesawme.

Me:LookatCameron

Patlookedathim.

Pat:Whyishelookingatyoulikethat?His

lookingatyoulikehewantsToGoTexas

Massacreonyou

Me:Exactly!

ThatLookwouldgiveanyonechills.Itwasthat

kindoflookthatshowedonlyhate,Anger,

murder,anddeath.Itwaslikehedidn’thavea

heart.Helookedverycold,likesomehorror

movieSerialkiller.

iwonderedwhatGeshdidthatgotCameron

lookinglikethis,icouldseethehateandanger

buildinginsideofhim,likehecouldkillreapmy

heartoffmychestandliteraryeatit.PART34
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Schoolfinallycameoutandiwasveryrelieved.

Patwalkedmetothegate.WewaitedforGesh

Pat:What’sthestorybetweenyouandCam?

Me:TheytriedtomarrymeofftoCameron

Him:Who?

Me:Myparents

Him:ididn’tknowthatyouwantedtoget

marriednow

Me:idon’t.Idon’tevenloveCameron

Him:Butyoudatinghimordatedhim.

Me:Hehitme

Him:Waithedidwhat?

Me:Mylifeisamessiranawayfromhome.

Him:Wheredoyoustay?



Me:Withmybf

Him:Whatbf?

Me:HisnameisSihlebutgoesbythenameof

Gesh

Pat:Hesoundslikeathug.

Ilookeddown.

Pat:Heisathugain’the?

Me:Itsnotlikethat…

Him:Peacheswhatareyoudoingwiththis

dangerousboys

Me:Histheonlyonewhocanprotectmefrom

Cameron

Him:iamoffendedthatyoudidn’tcometome.

Me:Youordinary

Hegavemeaweirdlook

Me:idon’tmeanthatinabadwayimeanitas

iflikeyoucannotprotectmefromCameronhis



verydangerous

Pat:HisnotdangeroustoMe

Me:Hisfatheris..

IsawSceloapproachingusinsteadofGesh.

Pat:Isthathim?

Me:No.

Scelo:Eita

Me:WhereisGesh?

Scelo:Hadsomebusinesstotakecareoff

Me:Whatbusiness?

HelookedatPat.

Scelo:Asivayebeforeusbangelaamehlo(let’s

gobeforeyouattracteyes)

Me:Okay.

IhuggedPat.

Me:Seeyoutomorrow



Him:Okay

HelookedatScelo

Pat:Pleasetakecareofher

Scelojustgavehimaweirdlook.Westarted

walkingSceloheldmyhand.There’ssomething

ididn’tgetaboutScelohewaswearingabitlike

howGeshwears.Hewaswearingawhite

DenimboysrippedJean,whitelongsleevevest,

thenheworeawhitet-shirtontop.Hewore

brownTimbalandboots.InsteadofaBeaniehat

heworeahatthatalmostcoveredhiseyes.

Me:Youlookweirdandwhyareyouwearing

likemybf?

Hethenhuggedme.

Me:Wtf??

Ipushedhimabit.

Him:justplayalongCameronandhisgoonsare

watchingus.



Ihuggedhimback.Ilookedaroundandisaw

CameronstandingnexttoablackSUVhewas

withsome3guys.AsSceloandiplayedlovey

doveystheygotbackintotheSUVanddroveoff.

WegotintoScelo’sBMWandwedroveoff.

Me:Scelowhat’sgoingon?AndwhereisGesh?

Scelo:I’llansweryourquestionslater.

Wedroveuptothisothergaragewhichwasat

somesecretplace.Thedooropenedandwe

droveinthere.IgotoutofthecarandGeshwas

standingthere.

Me:Geshwhat’sgoingon?

Him:I’llexplainlater

HegaveSceloahandshake.

Gesh:ThankyouManfordoingthis.

Scelo:uyazisisonke(youweinthistogether)

Scelogotbackintohiscarandwent.Ilookedat

Geshwaitingforanexplanation.



Him:I’llexplainwhenwegethome,rightnowi

needyoutochangeyouruniform.

Wewentintosomeoffice,mybagswerethere.

Me:Andthen?

Helookedatme.

Me:You’llexplainlater

Hestoodbythedoor.

Itookoffmyschooluniform,hewasallstarring

atme.IwasleftwithmyBumshortandbra.I

bentoveropeningmybagandgetting

somethingtowear.Whenigotupifelthands

touchingme.Hehuggedmefromthebackand

kissedmeonmyneck.

Me:ithoughtiwassupposedtogetdressed.

Him:Youwillinaminute.

Heturnedmearoundandkissedme,butwe

wereinterruptedbyaknockatthedoor.

Voice:Geshareyouready?



Westopped.

Him:justaminute.

Heopenedthedoor.

Me:WtfGeshI’mhalfnaked

Gesh:Relaxshe’snotlesbian

Averybeautifulgirlwalkedin.Shewaswearing

aShort,withalongt-shirtandheels.Shehad

piercingsonhercheek,fakelongeyelashes

thatlookedgoodonherthough.Shelookedlike

aVideovixen,thosegirlsyouseeinthosehip

hopmusicvideos.

Shehadclotheswithher,handedthemtome.I

lookedatthemitwasaJean,withat-shirt.

Me:Whydothisclotheslookplain?

Her:Becauseyougonnabemylesbiangf

Me:What?

Her:Yeap

Iputtheclothesonthetable.



Me:I’mnotgoinguntilsomeonetellsmewhat’s

goingon

ShelookedatGesh.

Him:Yourstupidexislookingforushighand

low.

Me:How?

Gesh:HecloseddowneveryRoadouttherein

hopesoffindingyou

Me:Canhedothat?

Girl:Johnhasmoneyfordays.Hehiredhis

goonswhoarewearingsweaterswritten“FBI”

theycheckingeverycarthat’sontheroad,from

PtatojhbandfromjhbtoPta.

Me:That’scrazy,wedon’tevenhaveFBIinS.A

Girl:That’sthewholepoint.Wecontacted

severalpolicestationsandThemilitary.They

busyinvestingwhothispeopleareandifthey

allowedtodowhattheydoing.



Gesh:YouknowhowS.Aislikethat’sgonna

takeforever,buythetimetheyrealisethatthis

“FBI”peopleareactuallyThugsit’llbelate

Cameronwould’velongfoundyou.Heknew

thatyouwon’tsleepatschool.Andforyouto

getwhereyouliveyouhavetouseatransport

youcannotwalk.

Me:Can’twefindanotherwayout

Gesh:NohehasthewholePtaandjhb

surrounded

Girl:That’swhereicomein.Wegonnadriveout

ofhereasalesbiancoupleIncasewebump

intothemwhichwewillbumpintothem.

Me:icannotbelievethatCameronwouldgo

thisfar

Gesh:thatguywon’tbackoff.

Girl:knowingJohnandhowmuchheworships

hisson,hewilldoanythingandeverythingto

makesurethathissonalwaysgetshisway.



Gesh’sphonebeeped.Hetookitoutand

checkedit.Helaughedabit

Gesh:Whatisthisguyplayingat?

Me:What?

Hegavemehisphone.

ItwasatextmessagefromCameronwhich

read

“knowthatiwon’tstop,untilsheismine”PART
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Iwasdressedlikeastudlesbian.Ievenhad

temporarytattoosthatwilleasilywashoff.I

hadeyecontacts,theyhadinjectedmylower

jawwithLocalAnaestheticwhichmadeitnumb

whichinturnmademetohaveafunnyspeech.

Ilookedcompletelydifferent.

Girl:Youlooklikeahotstud

Me:Reawly?



Geshlaughed.Igavehimaseriouslook

Him:Sorry..

Girl:Okayithinkwereadytogo.

Wewalkedoutofthegarageandheadedtoa

car,itwasasimplemazda3.Theyhadcutmy

hairshortmadeitlookedlikeaRazorcut,andi

hadabandanaoverit.

WegotintothecarandMageshgavemeahug.

Him:besafe

Inoddedmyhead.

HegavememyfakeID.

Meandthegirlgotintothecarandshewas

driving.

Her:MynameisThandekabytheway.

Inoddedmyhead,sincemyspeechwasabit

impaired.

Her:Youprobablywannaknowmyrelationship

withGesh



Inoddedagain.

Her:iworkforhim.Hishotthoughbut

unfortunatelyI’mtaken.Shewaswearingaring.

Wecontinueddrivinguntilwegotintowhat

seemedlikearoadblock.Theywerestill

searchingothercars.

Thandeka:Seemslikewegonnahavetotakea

number.

Wewaiteduntilitwasfinallyourturn.

Iswearthoseguyslookedveryscaryandvery

dangeroustoo.Theylookedforeignasiflike

theywereRussians.Theywerecarryingguns,

dressedinallblackandhadBulletproofvests.

They’reCapswherewritten“FBI”.

OneleanedoveronThandeka’sside.Thandeka

rolleddownthewindow

Thandeka:isthereaproblemofficer?

“MrOfficer”tookoutapicturethenstarted

lookingatus,thenthepicture.



Him:Out!

Iwasstartingtogetnervous.Wewentout.The

iwassaggingtheJeansthatiwaswearing,i

wasonthatNiggarianswag.Westoodagainst

thecar.Hestartedlookingatusfromourheads

toourtoes.HispartnerCamealongandwas

alsolookingatus.

Officer1:Suspicione?(Anysuspicion)

Officer2:Respiciuntregularestranseant(they

lookregularletthempass)

Officer1:Utnonfacile(notthateasy)

Helookedatus,andthenshowedusthepicture.

Him:Thisgirlknow?

Myheartstartedbeatingfast.Itwasmeinthat

picture.Ifeltapanicattackcreepingin,iputmy

handonmychest.

Thandeka:Noidon’tknowthatgirl.

Helookedatme



Him:Whatwrong?

Icouldn’tspeakmyBreathingbecameshallow.

Him:Hospital?

Inoddedmyheadyes.

Thandeka:No…no..nohospital

Him:Butshedie..

Thandeka:officerlook.Mygirlfriendis..She’s

ondrugs

Wtf!Isthisbitchcrazy?

Thandeka:Weareveryhighondrugs,andifshe

goestothehospitaltheywillcalltheCopson

usandwewillgotojail.

Iwasthinkingtomyselfthatwearegoingtojail

now,idoubtthisNiggawouldletusgo.

Thandeka:SheneedsanAntidotethengetinto

theshowertocoolherselfdown.OfficerIfyou

don’tletusgo,shewilldieandthatwillbeon

yourhands.



Helookedatus.

Him:Go..

Wequicklygotintothecarandtheyletus

through.WhenwewereabitfatThandeka

startedmakingnoiseallhappy

Her:Soloongsuckers!!!!!

Ihitheronhershoulder.

Her:Ouchwhatwasthatfor?

Me:Dugs?

Her:Thispeoplearehereillegally,idon’teven

knowhowtheymadeitthroughtheborder.

TherewasnowayinHellthattheywasgonna

takeustothehospitaltheydon’twannahave

anyruninswiththelawenforcement.

Shewasrightthough.

Wedroveuptosomeestate.Itwasnicelybuilt

smallhouses,theplacewasjustoutsideofPta.

Wedrovein,wasaverygoodlookingplacei



won’tlieandsowherethehouse.

Wegottothelasthouseandparkedthere.We

gotoutandThandekaunlockedthefrontdoor.

Wewalkedinside.Therewasalongblack

couchinthelounge,thentherewasaPlasma

TVonthewallthatcurvedabit.Kitchenitwas

wallwoodencupboardsandafridge.Ithad3

bedrooms,themasterbedroomhada

bathroom.Theotherbathroomwassmalland

beautiful.Thehousewasalreadyfullyfurnished.

Thandeka:Youcanthankmeforfurnishingit.

Shehandedmethekeys.

Her:Myworkhereisdone.

Shehuggedmeandleft.Ilockedthedoorand

wenttoshower,wantedtoscruboffthetattoos.

Afterbathingiwrappedmyselfwithablack

towel………………

Ididn’thavemyclotheswithme,soiwenttosit

onthecouchandwatchedTv.TheFBIsituation



grabbedmyattentiononthenews.TheNational

commissioneroftheSouthAfricanPolice

Servicespoke.

“Thecountryasawholeisshockedatthis“FBI”

people.Furtherinvestigationsarebeingdoneto

findouthowthispeoplemadeintoourcountry

withouttheSAPSnoticing.Theyharassingour

people,theyblockingourroads.Wewentasfar

asAlertingthemilitarytostepinifthingsspiral

outofcontrol.WeassureeverysouthAfrican

citizenthatthispeoplewillbereturnedto

Russiawithin2days”therewasalsosouth

Africanswhowerecomplainingitwasjusta

mess.Iwashappythoughthatthispeopleare

goingandmylifewillbenormal.Iheardthe

doorunlockingthenopening.Geshwalkedin.

Me:Baby!

Istoodupandrantohughim,hepickedmeup

withmylegswrappedaroundhiswaist.

Hekissedme,mylowerlipandjawwerestilla



bitnumbbuticouldfeelthatTheAnaesthesia

wasfadingaway.

Him:WhereisThandeka

Me:Left.

Heputmedown.

Me:ImagineshetoldtheFBIthatiwasonDugs

Him:What?

Me:Dugs,AsntlikeSniffing

Him:Ohwdrugs..Drugs..

Hethenlookedatme

Him:WheredoyougetDugsfrom?

Me:I’mnumb,dummy!

Him:Ohhiforgotaboutthat..Dugs

Hethenlaughed.Igavehimaseriouslook

Him:I’msorry..

Me:AnywayFankyouforthisplace..



Him:YoumeanThankyou?

Me:Yes..

Helaughed.Ilookedathimandfoldedmyarms

andwaitedforhimtofinishlaughing.

Him:I’msorryit’sjustthatthewayyou

pronouncingwordsit’s…

Hestoppedlaughing.

Him:I’msorry..

Me:Itsokay..

Helaughedagain

Him:iknowI’mnotsupposedtobe

discriminatingontheonesthatcannot

pronouncewordscorrectly…Andi..

Hecontinuedlaughing.

Me:I’mdone..

Istartedwalking.Hegrabbedmebymyarm.

Me:I’mforrealthistimeI’msorry..It’snotgood



todisspeoplewithdisabilitiesinyourcasenot

beingabletospeak,it’saseriousdisability.

Idroppedmytowel.

Me:keeptalking..

Hekeptquiet…

Me:I’msorrywhatwasthat?

Heshookhisheadno..

Me:Ohwsoyoucan’tspeaknow?Canivouch

foranotherword?

Heputhishandsinhispocketsandkeptquiet.

Iwentclosertohim,andstartedkissinghim.

Heranhishandsaroundmybody.

Hethengentlybitmyearandstarted

whisperinginit.

Him:Maybewecangoandtestourbed

Me:Hmmmmmmm

Him:Andwecanfindoutifyoustilltightornot.



Hesaidthatwhilerunninghishanddowntomy

vagina.

Him:ThenwecantalkaboutFanksandDugs.

Hestartedlaughingagain.

Ipickedupmytowel.

Me:I’mdonehere,Andgowup!

Him:Andyouexpectmenottolaugh?

Iwalkeduptothebedroom.

Him:OkayimsorryI’llgowup..

Icouldstillhearhimlaughing….PART36UNTIL
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Ilaidinbed,wehadanotherplasmainthe

masterbedroom…..

Hecameinafterafewminuteswithourbags,

thensatnexttome.Hekissedmeonmy



shoulder.

Him:I’msorry….Iwasjustplayingwithyou

Ilookedathim.

Him:ThistimeI’mtrulysorry.

Me:Okay.

Hekissedmeonmyshoulderagain,thenmy

neck.Hishandwassqueezingmythigh,iwas

feelingabitturnedonfeelinghiswarmbreath

onmyneckwhichhadsomewhiskeysmell..

Me:GeshI’mtryingtowatchTv.

Him:YoucanwatchI’mjustgonnacarryon

withmybusiness……..

Hewasallcaressingmybody,gentlysqueezing

it,rubbingmyclitvigorouslythatwasnowtoo

muchtohandle.Iendedupkissinghim,helped

himtakeoffhisclothes……

Him:Doyouwannauseacondom?

Me:Noacondomhurtsmerememberthat



situation.I’mthinkingthatmaybeyoucanpull

outwhenyoufeellikecoming

Him:iain’tplaythat.It’seitherweusea

condomorwedon’tuseacondom.Dokeepin

mindthatifwedon’tuseacondomI’mnot

gonnapulloutifyoufallpregnantyoufall

pregnant.

Me:Thenthissexsessionisover

Him:Okayhowabouticomeinsidethen

tomorrowmorningigetyouthemorningafter

pill..

Me:Itsadeal..

Wecontinuedwiththe4playhewouldmonitor

meonhowwetiwasbyinsertinghisfingerin

myvagina.Icouldfeelthatiwasverywet,then

heslowlyenteredme.Wasabitpainfulbut

whenhewasinsideitwasbetter.Hestartedoff

slowwhileweweremoaningandkissingeach

other,withmebitingmyLowerlipandmyeyes

closed.Heslowlyincreasedthepacewhich



mademescream,themorehehitthat,the

louderiscreamed.Afterafewminutesican

thenhecametoo……………………..

Wehadroundabout3roundsthelastroundhe

tookabitlongtocomewhichwasinthe

shower.

Whenweweredoneweshoweredthenwentto

bed,iwastiredandsowashe.Iwasn’tthat

muchinpain……………………

Him:iloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo

Wetalkeduntilwefellasleep………

Inthemorningikeptonthinkingaboutthenight

beforehowsteamingitwasandhowGeshwas

Hittingitright,andhowhecameinsideofme

whichmademerealisethaticannothave

Gesh’sbabyhismycousinphela.That’swheni

openedmyeyesandturnedonmyleftside,he

wasallsleeping.



Iwokehimup..

Me:Geshwakeup…

Hedidn’twakeup.Ishookhimuntilhe

responded.

Him:Yini?(whatisit)

Me:Youneedtogetmethepillremember?

Him:Whattimeisit?

Me:idon’tknow

Hecheckedhisphone.

Him:Nokhanyait’s6am,pharmaciesdon’topen

until8amor9am..

Heclosedhiseyesagain.

Me:I’msureyoucanmakeaplan,youprobably

canfindonethat’sopenatthistime..

Him:Where?

Me:idon’tknowmakeaplan

Him:mxmuyahlanya(youarecrazy)



Me:Yousee,younottruetoyourword

Him:isaidiwillgetyouthepillandiwill..

Hethenputapillowoverhishead.

Iremovedit.

Me:FineI’llgo.

Hedidn’trespond

Me:I’llgoandprobablytheFBIwe’llspotme

whileI’matit.

Igotoutofbed.Ifeltapillowhittingmeatthe

back,iturnedaroundandhegotoutofbed.

Him:FineI’llgo!

Me:Thankyou.

Hestoodinfrontofme..Thenpickedmeupand

threwmeonthebed.

Him:SometimesIfeellikegoingWWERAWon

you.

Me:AndifeellikegoingWWESmackdownon



you…

Igotupandstoodonthebed.Hepickedupthe

pillowandstartedhittingme,igotonetoobut

hewasHittingmetoofastthatididn’tgeta

chancetohithimback.

Me:That’snotfair

Hestopped..

Me:Youdon’tletmehityou

Hisphonerang.Hewenttogetitwhenhewas

walkingawayijumpedonhisback.He

answeredhisphonewhilecarryingme.

Him:Exe…..Nongisedladleni(I’mathome)…..

Yangizozwakalangabopast(I’llseeyou

later)…..SureNtwana…

Hethenhungedup.

Me:Whatwasthatabout?

Him:justsomebusiness

Me:Whatbusiness?



Him:Itscallednoneofyourbusiness..

Me:Ohw

Wewalkedintothebathroomandhetriedto

putmedownbutididn’twannagodown.

Him:Khanyomaan..

Me:Butidon’twannagetoff

Him:Doyouwantthepillornot?

Igotoffhim.Webrushedourteethandkissed

whilewestillhadtoothpasteinourmouths………

Afterthatwetookashowertogetherandwe

decidedtohaveoneRoundtherethenafter

showeredagain………….

Whenweweredonewewenttodressup.I

wasn’tgoinganywheresoijustworeleggings

andatopwithmyflipflops………..

Geshdressedtokill.

Me:whichgirlareyoutryingtoimpress?

Helaughed.



Him:Yoohmaningikanjani(it’salotofgirls)

Ilookeddown.

Me:Ohw

Him:YiniuneKwaal?(areyoujealous)

Me:Nanex…

Hecameandhuggedme.

Him:Don’tworryyouallthegirlsineed..

Me:promise?

Him:ipromise.Imnotgonnacheatonyou.

Me:Ncooohthat’ssweet

Him:“Ncoooh”youhaven’theardthereasonyet.

Ilookedathim.

Him:Youalready2handsfullasitis,getting

anothergirlI’lljustbekillingmyself.Ialready

haveabout20ofyourunningaroundinmy

head..

Me:Youhavethemostsweetestthingstosay



Him:Thankyou

Me:Thatwassarcasm

Him:iknow..AnywayletmegoI’llseeyounow

now.

Hetriedtokissmebutipushedhimaway..

Me:Gokissthegirlsthatyoutryingtoimpress.

Him:Soit’slikethatnow?

Me:Yesit’slikethat..

Heletgoofme,butthenspankedmereally

hard.

Him:Thatisdenyingmemykiss..

Iwalkedhimuptothedoorthenlockedashe

wentout.

Igotmylaptop,andmy3Gmodem.Iwentto

Facebookihadalotofnotificationstookmea

whiletoreadallofthem…AfterawhileIhearda

knockatthedoor.Iclosedmylaptopandkept

quiet.Thepersonknockedandknockedikept



quiet…Afterafewminutesitwasquietistood

up.Thepersonstartedshootingthedoor

handleuntilitopened…3guyscameinwearing

theFBIuniform.Itwastoolatetorunaway.

Onegotholdofmeandputhishandaroundmy

mouth….IsawCameronwalkingin,myeyes

widened.Iimmediatelyfearedformylife.He

wasn’talonehehadwhatlookedlikeadoctor.

Thedoctorputhisbriefcaseonthecouch,took

outsomesyringeandcameclosetome.

Cameron:Stop..

Thedoctorstopped..

Cameron:iwannadothismyself.

Hetookthesyringeandcamecloser.Iheard

someonesaying“Khanyo”bythedoor,weall

lookedthereitwasScelo.TheotherFBInigga

startedshootingathimbutmissedandScelo

gotaway.Cameronlookedatthenigga

Cam:Whatareyouwaitingfor?Gethim!



Theyranafterhim.Iwasstillbeingheldvery

tight.Cameronfinallygotclosetome,itried

fightingofftheniggathatwasholdingmebut

hewasstrong.

Cameron:Youbetterkeepstillbecauseican

injureyourArteryandyouwillbleedtodeath.

Hethenstucktheneedleinmyneck,iwasnow

cryingthinkingaboutGeshandwhereheis…..

Theyinjectedme3times…afterafewsecondsi

wasgettingveryverydizzy…

Cameron:Don’tworryigother

TheniggaletgoandCameronheldme,aswe

bothwentdown.Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Cameron:sweetdreams..

Afterthatislowlyclosedmyeyeswithhimbusy

rubbingmycheekwithhishandandholdingme,

withmyheadlaidagainsthischest.PART37
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Islowlyopenedmyeyes,myvisionwasabit

blurry.Ilookedaroundeverythingappearedvery

blurry.Iclosedthemandopenedthemagain.I

lookedaroundiwasInabrightroom,walls

werepurewhite.Islowlysatupstraight.Ihad

anIVonilookedatitasthesolutioninsideofit

drippedintothatsamepipethatextendedtomy

hand.Iwasfeelingverydizzyandlightheaded.I

putmyhandonmyneckontheareawherei

wasfeelingpainandirealisedwhathad

happened.Cameronmust’vekidnappedme.I

immediatelygotoutofbed,andiwaswalkingi

bumpedasmallsteeltablethathadsharp

instrumentsanditfellmakingalotofnoise.I

tookofftheIV.Wheniwasabouttowalkthe

dooropenedandsometwomenwalkedin………

Ipickeduponeofthesharpinstruments.

Me:Stayawayfromme!

Guy1:puttheinstrumentdown.



Me:IfyoucomecloserI’llkillyou!

Theylookedatme.Igotextremelydizzythati

hadtoholdontothebedforsupportthatidon’t

fall

Guy2:I’llgetDrKalarjian

Hewentout.Isatonthebediwasalsofeeling

hotiwassweating.

Thedoctorcamein.

Her:Hello…

Ididn’treply.Shecametomeandcheckedmy

eyesthenlaidmebackonthebed.

Her:CallNurseJackieandtellhertobringthe

Formula.

Me:ineedtocallmybf,iwaskidn..

Her:iknowsweetybutyoumustgetyour

Strengthfirst

Thenursecamewiththesyringe,thedoctor

injectedthe“Formula”intomyIVthenstuckitin



myhandagain….Itputmetosomedeepsleep

aftera5minutesorso………

*

*

Iwokeuptosomedifferentvoicesintheroom,

ifeltsomeoneholdingmyhand.Ilookedover

anditwasCameron.Iwasstilldizzyand

dysfunctional.

Cameron:Heybaby,howareyoufeeling?

Me:Gesh…

Cameron:Nobabyit’sme.It’sCameron.

Me:Gesh….

Cameron:Kalarjianwhatthefuckishappening?

*shouting*

Her:Welli..

Cameron:YousaidtheFormulawillwork!You

saidafteradministeringit3timesshewould’ve

permanentlylosthermemory.



Her:ididsaythat

Cameron:Thenwhythefuckisshestillcalling

hisname?*shouting*

Her:obviouslyshe’sresistanttothe…

Cameron:doseheragain!

Her:ican’t..Ifidoseheragainitmightaffect

herbraincells

Cameron:idon’tcare!Aslongassheforgets

abouthim!

Iwasdosedagain,whichputmeintodeepsleep

again…………….

Wheniwokeupthistimearoundifelttheedge

tovomit,ijustleanedonthesideandvomited

onthefloor.Iwassick…

Cameronwasstandingbythewindowbutas

soonasshesawthatiwasawakeshecameto

me.

Cameron:Makesureyougetsomeonetoclean



upthismess!

Guard:Yessir!

Theguardwentout.

Hecameandputhishandonmyforehead.

Him:Howareyoufeelingnow?Doyouwant

somethingtoeatordrink?

Istartedcrying.

Me:iwannagohome

Myvoicewasscratchy..

Him:We’llgohomeassoonasyoustartfeeling

better.

Me:WhyareyoudoingthistomeCam?Imean

youclaimthatyouloveme..

Hetouchedmyhand

Him:idoloveyou…

Me:Noyoudon’t!Thisnothowyoutreat

someonethatyoulove.



Him:YouleftmenochoiceKhanyo..Ihadtodo

this…………..

Dayswentby,Cameronwasstillhavingme

dosedetc.Iwasgettingveryweakdaybyday,i

couldn’teatsolidfood.WhenieatsolidfoodI’d

vomit.Iwasputonliquids,Energydrinkstobe

exact.Ihadsleeplessnights.Theyhadme

Changeintowhatlookedlikeahospitalgown.

EverydayiwasprayingforGeshtofindme…….

Ilookedhorrible,ilookedlikeawalkingzombie.

Idon’tknowifitwasmorningornightbecausei

couldn’tseeoutsidewhereiwas.

Iwasinthebathroom,theyhadasmall

bathroomforme.Iwaslookingmyselfinthe

mirror.Ilookedhorriblemyeyeshadpopped

out,myeyelidshadblackmarksandaroundmy

eyes.Mylipsweredryandcrackediclosedmy

eyeswithtearsfalling………

Me:Geshwhereareyou?

Iheardaknockatthedoor,thenthedoor



openedandKalarjiancamein.

Her:Comeit’stimetogetyouinbed.

Shehelpedmewalkinbed,isatupstraight.

Me:I’mtiredoflayingdown.

Her:iunderstand

Cameronwalkedin,helookedatme.

Him:Kalarjianidon’tlikethisatall!Lookather

she’sslowlydyingwhyisyourfomulanot

working?

Dr:ithinkweneedtoincreasethedosage

Cameron:Thendoit!

Dr:Itsnotthatsimple.Herbodyisweak.She

willdieifidoseheragain!

Cameronstartedwalkingupanddown.

Him:Therehastobeanotherplan,icannotlose

her.

Me:There’snootherplan!



Helookedatme.

Me:YousickCameronyouneedhelp!Youcan’t

forcemetoloveyou.Myheartbelongstoone

guyandoneguyonly!

Idon’tknowwhereallthatangercamefrom

Me:Didyouknowthatigavehimmyvirginity?

Helookedatmeasiflikehedidn’tbelievewhat

iwassaying.

Me:That’showmuchilovehim!Icouldtellyou

abouthowithappened.Hisverygoodinbed.

Thewayhewascaressingmybody,gently

squeezingmeandbitingmyneck.

Iputmyhandonmyneckandbitmylowerlip.

Cameronlostit.Hestartedthrowingthings

aroundhewasfuming.Hethenlookedatthe

Doctor.

Cameron:dosethiswhoreagain,giveher4

timestheoriginaldosage.

Thedoctorlookedather.



ShepreparedthesyringethenCametomeand

heldmyhand.Ilaughed

Me:YoucantortureMe,Putmethroughhellbut

thehonesttruthisthatI’llneverloveyou!

Hestartedwalkingout..

Me:iwillneverloveyou!

Thedoctorstartedinjectingme,iswearihad

neverexperiencedanythinglikethisbefore,I

wasevenpalePART38UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Iopenedmyeyes,iheardbeepingsounds.I

wasveryweak.Ilookedaroundtheroomit

lookedlikeiwasinahospital.Therewasaguy

whowasbusywalkingupanddowntheroom.

Helookedveryhandsome,wasverygood

looking.

Iclearedmythroat,helookedatmeandcame

tome.Hewasverygoodlooking.



Him:Khanyohowareyoufeeling?

Wasthatmyname?Irememberednothing.I

wasblank

Me:is..Isthatmyname?

Him:Don’tyourememberwhoyouare?

Ishookmyheadno..

Me:Whoareyou?

Him:ItsmeCameron,Don’tyourememberme?

Me:Noidon’trememberanything.Idon’teven

knowwhoiam.

Hepulledachairandsatnexttomewhile

holdingmyhand.

Him:WellyouareNokhanya.Nokhanya

Skhosana.Youare18Yearsoldandcurrently

doinggrade12.IamCameronsweyeriam19

andyouareicomealongway.Wehavebeen

datingforquiteawhileandwearemadlyinlove.

Thedaythatiwassupposedtopaylobolafor



youisthedaythatyougotabducted.Iwastorn

apartmylove,icouldn’tsleepicouldn’teati

wasatotalmess.Theyheldyouforransommy

fatherhadtopay20mill.

Thatwasshocking.

Me:Doyouknowwhoabductedme?

Him:Yes,somefilthyGangsterwhogoesbythe

nameofMagesh.Hewasobsessedwithyou

mylove.Thethingshedidtoyou,hemustbe

hanged.Whenwefoundyou,youwerescared

youlookedterrible.Youweredrained,scared,

traumatised.Heevenrapedyou.

Ilookedathimallshocked.

Him:Comeiwannashowyousomething.

Hepickedmeupandwewalkedtothe

bathroom.Westoodinfrontofthemirror.I

lookedverywrongifishouldputitlikethat.The

blackcirclesaroundmyeyes.Ilookedanorexic.

Hestoodbehindme.



Me:ilookverywrong

Him:horriblethingswheredonetoyoumylove.

Heturnedmearoundandkissedme.

Him:I’mgladifoundyouintime.

Me:iguessyouaremyherothen.

Hepickedmeupandputmeinbedagain.

Somedoctorcamein,thishospitallookedvery

expensive

Dr:Howismypatientdoing?

Me:bitdizzy

Hesmiledatme.

Dr:imustsaythatyouareonestronglady.To

havebeenthroughwhatyouwentthroughand

survivetheordealyouareverystrong.

Cameron:Whatdotheresultsdaydoctor?

Dr:Youtestedpositiveforsomecertaindrug.

Wefoundhighamountsofthatdruginyour



system.Westillrunningteststoseewhattype

ofdrugitis.IthascausedAmnesia.

Cameron:Probablythosebastardsdidn’twant

youtorememberwhattheydidtoyou

Dr:Doyourememberanythingaboutyour

abduction?

Me:Nosorryidon’trememberanything.Iam

veryblank.

Dr:Idon’tblameyou.

Cameron:Willshebeokaythough?

Dr:Yaassoonasthedrugstartstowearoff

shewillprobablyremembereverything.

Cameron:EverythingAsntlikeeverything?

Dr:Yes.IwillalertthenursetogiveyoumoreIV

soyoucanregainyourStrength.

Me:Okay

Dr:ihavetogo,ihavetobeintheatre.Please

getsomerest.



Cameron:I’llmakesureshedoes.

Thedoctorwentout.Cameron’sphonestarted

ringing.Hetookitoutandcheckedit.

Him:Yourparentsandbrotherareheretosee

you.I’llgoandgetthem.

Hekissedmeonmyforeheadandwent.

Whycouldn’tirememberanythingaboutmylife?

What’shappeningtome?

Cameroncameinwiththemaftersomefew

minutes.

Isawabeautifulwomanwalkinguptomeand

huggingme.

Her:Nokhanya,iwasveryworriedaboutyou.

Shehadtears.Iwasthinkingthisismymother,

icouldjustfeeltheloveandwarmthfromher.

Her:Ohhhmybabylookatyou…

Cameron:She’sbetternowyoucould’veseen

whenIfoundher.



Theotherguywalkeduptometoo.Helooked

likehewasinearly30s,lookedabitlikeme.

Him:HeyKhanyo

Me:Hey..

Helookedatmeinaweirdway.

Him:mybabysisterthatiknowwouldallbe

excitedtoseeme.

Cameron:uhmshehasamnesia.Shedoesn’t

rememberanything.Thekidnappersinjected

herwithsomedrug.

Helookedatme.

Him:I’mThandoyourbigbrother

Theoldmanthatwaswiththemcameuptome.

Him:iamKingSkhosana,yourFather

Ismiled.

Cameron:Thedoctorsaidthatsheneedsto

restsoIdon’tmeantoberudebutithinkwe

shouldgivehersomespaceandtimetorest.



TheyHuggedmeandkissedmethenwentout.

IwasonlyleftwithCameron.

Him:GetsomerestI’llbesittingrightnextto

you..

Me:Okay

Hekissedme

Him:iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

ThisCameronpersonseemedlikeagood

personandapersonthatlovesmedearly,butI

didn’tfeeltheconnectionbetweenus,ididn’t

haveloveforhim.Maybethat’sbecauseidon’t

rememberwhoiamanymorebutprobablyas

timegoesonI’llrememberhim………

Iclosedmyeyesandfellasleep.Ihadadreami

wasstandingonsomebedandsomeguystood

infrontofme.Helookedfine,Godmust’ve

takenhistimetocreatehim.

Him:SometimesifeellikegoingWWERAWon



you

Me:ifeellikegoingWWESmackdownonyou.

Hepickedupapillowandstartedhittingme,i

gotonetooandtriedtohithimbutIcouldn’t.

Me:That’snotfairyoudon’tletmehityou.

Welookedsoomadlyinlove.Icouldfeelthe

connectionbetweenus,hemademyheartbeat

fasterandsloweratthesametime….

Iwaswokenupbyaphoneringing.Iopenedmy

eyesanditwasCameron’sphone.

Him:Sorrymylovedidiwakeyou?

Me:Itsokay

Him:I’llberightbackihavetotakethis.

Hewentout.Whowasthatguyiwasdreaming

about?Meandhimlookedveryhappyandvery

muchinlove.Whatisreallygoingonhere?
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Afullmonthpassedwithmemerecoveringat

thehospital.Iwasreallytreatedlikeaprincess

hadeverythingineeded,ievenhadadietician

whoworkedoutmyeatingplan.ItwasaFriday

todayiwasgettingdischargedandiwasgonna

gohomebecauseofthelobolanegotiations

tomorrow.Istillhaddreamsofthatcertainguyi

didn’tknow,theygotvivideverydayandi

haven’ttoldanyoneaboutit.Mymemorywas

stillnotback.IwasfeelingveryNauseatedthat

morning.Thenursecamein.

Her:Goodmorning

Me:Hey

Her:howareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:iamfeelinggoodandveryhappythatI’m

gettingdischargedtoday.

Her:Yousoundlikeyoudidn’tenjoybeinghere?

Me:ididenjoymystayherebutit’stimeigo



andregainmylife.

Shesmiledatme.Ifeltlikeiwasgonnavomiti

rantothebathroombutnothingcameout.I

thenwentback.

Nurse:What’swrong?

Me:idon’tknowifeelveryNauseated

Her:Somethingyouate?

Me:Probably.

Cameronwalkedinwithasportsbag.Hecame

tokissme.

Nurse:Youguyslooksocutetogether,suchan

adorablecouple

Wesmiledather.

Me:Thankyou.

Nurse:I’lljustleaveyou2lovebirds.

Shewalkedout.

Cameron:Youlookverybeautiful



Me:Thankyou

Him:Youlookbetterthanwhenifoundyouthat

daywhenyouwerekidnapped

Me:Yaidolookbetter.

Him:YoucangobathI’llwaitforyouhere

Me:Thankyou

Iwenttobath,wheniwasdoneidressedup.I

noticedthatmybreastsweregettingabitbig,

myhipswerewideningabitthateventhenew

JeanCameronboughtmewasverytight,it

almostdidn’twannagoin.MyComplexionwas

brighteningilookedyellow.

Iwalkedbackintotheroom,helookedatme.

Me:What?

Him:Youlookuhmdifferent

Me:inwhatway?

Him:Yourbodylookssoodamnsexyandabit

thicknotthatI’mcomplainingbutwhata



drasticweightgain

Me:Probablyallthisfoodthattheyhavebeen

feedingmehere.Ihavebeeneating4-5mealsa

dayforamonth.

Hecameandputhishandsaroundmywaist.

Him:YoulookveryattractivethatI’meven

scaredtoletyougooutthere.I’mscaredthat

niggaswilltrip

Ilaughed.

Him:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Yeaplet’sgo

Wewalkedout,signedthedischargepapers

andwenttohiscar.Hewasdrivingawhite

Lamborghini.Hehadthembutterflydoors.We

wentinsideandhedrove.

Me:Canwefirstgetsomethingtoeat,andi

wannagohavemyhairdone.Heagreed.

Westartedwithmyhair,theycutitinashapeof



arazorcut,thattakeabowRihannahairstyle.I

askedthemtodyeit,itwasredandblack.

Ididamanicureandapedicurewhileiwasatit.

Cameroncomplimentedmeonhowilook.

Wethenwenttoeatoutatsome5starhotel.

Cameronwasallstarringatme.

Me:What?

Him:I’msorryyoujustlookwow.

Me:Thankyou.

Weatethenwhenweweredone,hetookme

shoppingfornewclothesandboughtmea

phoneAnLGG4.Weendedourdaybygoingto

somedoctor.Hersurgerywasoutofthisworld.

Shehuggedme.

Her:Youprobablydonotremembermebuti

amDrKalarjianitreatedyoufordehydration

whenyouwherefound.

Me:I’mKhanyo,nicetomeetyouagain.



Cameron:SweetyDrKalarjianisgonnabeyour

PersonalGP.Shecomeshighlyrecommended

andigotherallthewayfromoverseasjustfor

you.

Me:Ncooohyousosweethoney.

Camerontrulylovedme,hewoulddoanything

forme.Theproblemisiwasn’tfeelingthe

sameway.Ifeltlikeihadfeelingsforsomeone

else,someonethatidon’tknow.

Dr:Haveyoustartedrememberingthings?.

Me:No

Her:Areyousure?

Me:Yes.Theonlythingthatbothersmeisthe

dreamsthatihavebeenhaving.

Cameronlookedatme

Him:Whatdreams?

Me:idreamofthisguy,idon’tknowhimbuti

feellikemeandhimhaveastrongconnection.I



dreamofusmakinglove,I’mtalkingabout

passionatelovemaking,thewayhecaresses

mybody,gentlysqueezingsqueezingeverypart

ofit.Iliterallygetwetwhenihavethosetypeof

dreams..

DrKalarjianlaughed.

Her:Youhavingthemwetdreams

Ilaughedtoo

Me:Yaithinkso

WelookedatCameron,helookedpissedashell.

Dr:Letmegoandgetyourpills.

Shewentout.

Cameron:Whydidn’tyoutellmethatyouwere

havingsuchdreams?

Me:Sorryithoughtitwasn’timportant

Him:forhowlonghaveyoubeenhavingthem?

Me:Aboutamonthnow



Helostit.

Him:Aboutamonthandyouneverbothered

tellingme?*Yelling*

Me:Cameronit’sjustdreams!

Him:Youhavingsexualfantasiesofyouand

anothermanhavingsex,nomakingloveuntil

youliterallygetwetthenyoutellingmethat

theyarejustdreams?

Me:Whyareyouactinglikethis?

Him:Wouldn’tyouactlikethisifyouwereme?

Me:No!BecauseiamnotmarryingthisguyI’m

marryingyou.Idon’tevenknowwhoheis!

Him:Ofcausethat’ssupposedtomakemefeel

better!

DrKalarjianwalkedbackin,carryingacontainer

withpills.Shegavemeonepillandaglassof

water.

Me:Whatisthisfor?



Her:Thispillswillhelpyouregainyourmemory.

Idrank.

Her:Youmustdrinkonepill3timesaday.

Whenweweredonewewenttothecar.He

didn’tdrive.

Him:Canyoudescribethisguytome

Idescribedthenigga.

Him:That’stheguywhokidnappedyou.Idon’t

knowwhyyouwouldhavesuchlovelydreams

ofhimwhileheputyouthroughhell!You

almostdiedKhanyo,healmostkilledyou,busy

injectingyouwithwhoknowswhat.Idon’t

knowhowyoucouldhavesuchdreamsabout

him…

Wedrovehomewhileiwasthinking.Wegot

homemyparentsandbrotherweretherethey

welcomedmewithwarmhugsandeverything.

Ifeltveryloved.Mymomwalkedmeuptomy

bedroom..



Her:Doesitlookfamiliar?

Me:Notatall

Ilookedaroundandnothinglookedfamiliar.I

satdown.

Me:Mom

Her:Yes?

Me:Doyouknowanythingaboutmykidnapper?

Her:Gesh?

Me:ibelievethat’shisname

Shesatdown.

Mom:idon’tmuchabouthimmydarlingother

thanthatheisaverydangerousboy.Heshot

yoursisterrightinfrontofyou?

Me:ihaveasister?

Her:Yesyoudo..

Shetookoutherphoneandcalledherthen

handedittome



Me:Hello

Her:Khanyo,Yeses!Wherehaveyoubeeni

missedyou!

Mymomwalkedout.

Me:i..Missedyoutooiguess.

Her:What’swrongyousoundabitdown?

Me:idon’trememberanything.Iwaskidnapped

andtheydidthingstomenowihaveamnesia

Iheardavoiceinthebackgroundsaying“isthat

Khanyo”

Iheardmysistersaying“Yes”

Her:KhanyoGeshwantstotalktoyou,holdon..

Shehandedhimthephone.

Him:Khikhi..

Irecognisedhisvoicefrommydreams,i

freakedout.

Him:Khikhiwereareyou?Tellmewhereyou



are

Me:Why?SothatyoucankidnapMeagain?

Him:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Ihungedup.Icannotbelieveijustspokentomy

kidnapperifeltmyhandsShaking.Thedoor

openedandCameroncamein.

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:I’mfine

Him:YouShakingwhat’swrong?

Me:I’mjustscared..Whatifthepersonwho

kidnappedmecomesbackformeagain,imean

yousaidheisverydangerous.

Hehuggedme.

Him:I’llneverlethimtouchyoueveragain!

Me:promise?

Him:ipromise……………………….

Mymomcookedadeliciousdinnerwewereall



gatheredatthedinnertable.WasMe,mom,dad,

Cameron,andCameron’sparents.Cameron’s

parentswerewhitebutheisblack.

Me:Howisitthatbothyourparentsarewhite

andyouareblack…

Helaughed.

Him:Mybiologicaldadpassedonwheniwas

young,thenmymommarriedJohn.

Me:Itmakessensenow.

Maria:Kiaareyoureadyfortomorrow?Ican’t

waitforyoutobemydaughterinlaw.

Iheardavoicesaying“icanwait”

Wealllookedbythedoorandayounggood

lookingguystoodthere.Ilookedathimandhe

wastheguyfrommydreams.Hepulledouta

gun.

Him:Nobodymoves!

Whilewewerestillsittingthere,otherpeople



startedwalkinginwithgunstooifigureditwas

hiscrew,amongstthemwasaverybeautiful

lesbianstud.

Mom:Qondi?

Qondi:notquitewhatyouexpectedhuh?

Dad:Howcanyoubetrayuslikethis?Wefamily

forcryingoutloud!

Qondi:Wefam..Wefamily?

Sheputthegunonmydad’shead.

Qondi:Wefamilywhileyouneveracknowledged

mefor22years

Iwasscaredthispeoplelookeddangerous,

Cameronstoodup,ialsostoodupandheldon

tighttohisarm.

Cameron:Itsgonnabeokay..

Theguycameuptome,hetriedtohugmebuti

heldontighttoCameron’sarmallfreakedout,

hesteppedbackandlookedatme.



Hisfriendstartedtalking

Friend:Geshk’hambani?(what’sgoingon)

Gesh:Theydidsomethingtoher.

Friend:What?

Gesh:Theyfuckendidsomethingtoher!Can’t

youseehowcoldsheistowardsme?It’slike

she’sscaredofme.

GeshwentandputhisgunonCameron’s

forehead.

Gesh:Whatthefuckdidyoudotoher!!

Helookedveryangry.

Qondi:Somebodybetterstarttalking!

Me:Pleasedon’tkillhim..

Iwasnowintears

Hesteppedback.

Gesh:Khikhicomelet’sgo

Hestretchedouthishandtome.



Iheardsirensoutside

Friend:OhhshitGeshlet’sgo!!

Gesh:NokhanyaSkhosanalet’sgo!

IstillheldontoCameron’shand.

Cameron:SheDoesn’twanttogowithyou..

Gesh:Shutthefuckup!!!Shutup!!

Hisvoicebecameabitfirm

Gesh:KhikhiisaidLet’sgo!Ungazong’hlanyisa!

(don’tmakememad)

Qondi:Ithinkwe’llhavetoleaveherbehind

ThisGeshguywasn’thavinganyofthat,hewas

determinedtoleavewithme.PART40UNTIL
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WestoodthereinTerrornobodydaredtosay



anything.

Friend:Gesh..

Gesh:iheardyouthefirsttime.

Hecameandputmeoveronhisshoulderwhile

iwaskickingandscreaming.Wewalked

towardsthedoorthenhisfriendstarted

shootingididn’tknowwhohewasshooting,but

iheardMariascreaming.Wegothiscarwasa

blackBMWheputmeatthebackandthe

lesbiangirlgotatthebackwithme.

Hestarteddrivingandashewasdrivingiheard

thesirensslowlyfadingaway.Iwascrying,the

lesbiantriedtotouchme.

Me:Don’t!!..

Her:Nokhanyastopthisnonsense!It’sme

Qondiyoursister,weusedtobetight

Me:Youpulledagunonmyfather

Her:Yourfatherthatyouhate!



Ilookedatherlikewtf……………

Wedroveforhours,iwaseventiredandhungry.

Hestoppedatsomediner.AnotherBMW

stoppednexttous.Wegotoffandhisfriend

gotoutoftheotherBMWtoo…

Gesh:Areyougoodman?

Him:I’mfineman

Thefriendlookedatme.

Him:Nokhanyauright?

Ilookedathim.

Him:ItsmeSceloMpintshidon’tyouremember

me?

Me:idon’tevenknowyou..

Qondi:iwonderwhattheydidtoher.

Geshwasallstarringatme.

Scelo:Let’sgoinsideguyseishumuntu

ugawulekile(I’mhungry)



Qondi:Samehere.

Theystartedwalkingaway.

Geshstoodtherelookingatme.Hewasablack

denimjean,withblackkneeboots,awhitet-

shirt,aleatherjacketandawhiteBeaniehat.

Ifoldedmyarms.

Me:What?

Hegavemeasidesmile.

Him:wantsomethingtoeat?

Ijustlookedathim,hestretchedhishandtome.

Istartedwalkingtowardsthediner.

Me:iknowmyway..

Iwalkedinandwesatwithhisfriends.Isat

withQondiandhesatacrossuswithhisfriend

Scelo.Theywerealltalkingandlaughingiwas

starringathim.Iwasstarringathispinkishlips

ashewastalking,andhispurewhiteteethas

helaughedandsmiled.Hewasbusyplaying



withthesaltbottlethingybusymovingitfrom

onetoend.Iwasstarringathisalmostblue

seductiveeyesthatmadehimlookmorehot.

CameronwasAytbutthere’sjustsomething

aboutthisguythatican’tquiteputmyfingerin

it.IknowI’msupposedtobeturnedoffbyhis

badboyactsbutsurprisinglyenoughthey

turnedmeon.Thisthekindofguyyoucannot

Bringhometomeetyourparents,that’show

muchofabadboyhelooked.Asiwaslooking

athim,asongplayedinmyhead:

“ican’tleavehimalone,itriedthatgoodboy

gamebutthedopeboysturningmeon”hewas

thattypeofguynotevenyourfriendswould

approveofyall’srelationship.Iwasallbitingmy

lowerliplookingathimdaydreamingaboutthe

sexualencountersthatwehadinmy

dreams…………………………

AfterawhileifeltsomeoneShakingmyarm.

Qondi:Khanyo



Me:Huh?What?

Theywerealllookingatme,thewaitresswas

standingatourtable.

Qondi:Whatareyougonnahave?

Me:uhm…I….Doyouhaveawaffle?

Waitress:Yeswedohave,anythingelse?

Me:Andavanillamilkshake.

Thewaitresswent,itriedtocomposemyselfi

wasfeelingabithorny,crossingmylegs,

uncrossingthem.Ididn’tknowwhattriggered

mebeinghorny..

Qondi:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI’mfine,justfeelingabit..Canibe

excused?Wannagototheladies.

Qondi:I’llaccompanyyou..

Gesh:NaaI’llgowithher,idon’twantany

mistakes.

Istoodupandhestoodupwewalkedthere.I



gotin,andheattemptedtogetin.

Me:Youcan’tgetinyouamale,that’swhythis

toiletsays“Femalesonly”

Heslightlypushedmebackandgotin.

Him:Godoyourbusiness..

Hewasstandingbythemirrors.

Iwenttothetoiletandlockedthedoor.Iclosed

thedoorandsatontopofit.

Me:Wtfisgoingon*whispering*

Ididn’tknowwhatwashappeningtome.

Me:OkayKhanyocalmdown,calmthefuck

down.*Whispering*

Hestartedrappingsomesong.

Him:“imfreshtodeathinthisMotherF***i

askedaquestion,I’minthecentre.Nowcan

youparallelinthisMotherF***I’mhighin

heaven,iburstitopen,7/11*

Istartedbreathinginandouttocalmmyself



down.Hecontinuedrappingthesong.

Him:*Athikimimagizini,awung’thathesambe

sekini,ngamtshelastraightI’mtoohightodrive

andI’mwayovermylimit”

Igotoutinterruptinghisrappingsession.I

washedmyhandsandthenwewentbacktothe

crew.Ourorderwasalreadythere,theyhad

orderedburgers.Westartedeatingthewaffle

wasveryniceiwantedanotheronebutiwas

wasscaredtoasktheyprobablythinkI’ma

pig………………………..

AfterEatingwewentbacktothecarandhe

drove.Wedroveforanotherfewhoursiwas

damntiredineededtorest,thatipassedoutin

thecar…………

…………………

Iwokeupinawoodenlikekindahouse.Igot

outofbedandrealisedthatit’sacabin.I

walkedoutandtherewasintheloungeplaying

pool,anddrinkingwhiskey.



Me:Whereami?

Scelo:Secretlocation.

Me:ithinkiwannagohomenow.

Theylaughed.

Qondi:Shouldiputonsomemusicguys?

Scelo:Yeasure

Qondi:I’mgonnaputhiphop

Scelo:Konjelesbiansandrapmusic.

Iwalkeduptothedoorbutitwaslocked.

Qondiputonsomemusicandtheycontinued

playingpool.

Scelo:YouseeQondiifyouplaythiskindof

songswegonnagetalong.

Qondi:“blessingsonblessings,lookatmylife

manthat’slessonsonlessons”

Isatdownlookingatthemsingingalongtothe

songwhensomepartcamethatsaid“Bequiet



I’mdoingatoast”theyallraisedtheirglasses

upintheair.Iwenttothebedroom………………….

AfterawhileGeshcamein.

Him:Areyouokay?

Ikeptquiet.Hecameandsatnexttome.

Ishiftedabit.

Him:ilikeyourhair..

Ikeptquiet.

Him:Doyourememberthefirstwordsisaidto

you?

Istillkeptmysilence.

Him:Thefirstwordsisaidtoyouwere“Umuhle

yezwa”hesaidthatwhilesqueezingmycheek.I

hithishandOff.

Him:Whatdidthosepeopledotoyou?You

usedtolovemeonceuponatime.

Me:Whydidyoukidnapme?



Helaughed

Him:That’swhattheytoldyou?

Me:That’swhatCameronsaid

Him:That’srichcomingfromhimconsidering

hispast.

Me:Hispast?

Him:Hedrugsgirlsandrapethemthengive

themHIV.Ihopeyoudidn’tsleepwithhim

Ishookmyheadno.

Me:CameronhasHiv?

Him:Yes.Iwasscaredthatyouprobablywas

gonnasleepwithhim,butI’mgladifoundyou

justintime.

Whatthehellisgoingon?PART41UNTIL
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2monthspassedwithuslivinginthecabin.I

stillhaven’tregainedmymemorybackand

thingswerejustonandoffbetweenmeand

Gesh.Sometimeswegotalong,sometimeswe

didn’t……………

Iwokeupthatmorningandfeltsomething

movinginmytummy,ihavebeenfeelingthis

forquiteawhilenow.Thistimearoundthis

thinginsideofmewasseriousiputmyhandon

mytummyandicouldfeelitmovingiscreamed.

Qondicamerushingin.

Qondi:Whatswrong?

Me:ihavesomethingmovinginmytummy,I’m

gonnadie..

Shecameandputherhandonmytummy.She

keptquiet.Thethingmovedagain.

Me:Yousee!

Shelaughed.

Me:What?



Her:Thisthingfeelsquitebig

Me:Itsmovinginsideofmeit’sprobably

feedingonme.Iswearit’sGeshprobablythe

timewhenhekidnappedmeandinjected

whateveritisinme.

Her:Iunderstandyourfrustrations

Me:I’mgonnadie,thisishowitends

Her:Don’tyouthinkthatthisthingwould’ve

longkilledyou?

Me:Welli…That’savalidpointyoumaking

Her:Iknowitis..

Me:Sowhatcoulditbe?

Shelookedatme.

Me:What?

Her:Youreallydon’tknowwhat’sgoingonhere?

Me:Wellsharesomelight!

Her:Youpregnant,andI’mthinkingyoumight



be3or4monthspregnant

Ilaughed.

Me:That’sthejokeoftheyear?

Her:Isit?I’vebeenwatchingyouvomiting,

eatingalot,gainingweight.Youevenglowing

bigcheeksslightlyswollenlegs.

Ithoughtaboutitforasecond.

Me:Omg!Omgiampregnant!

Her:Welcomebacktotheworld.

Istoodup.Iputmyhandonmytummythen

removeditagain.

Me:iampregnant

Istartedbreathingabnormally.

Qondi:Okaycalmdown,yougonnadeprivethe

babyofoxygen.

Me:ican’tI’mpregnant.

Shewalkedoutandcamebackwithapaper



bag.

Her:Comeonuseit.

Itookitandstartedbreathinginit.

Me:Howisthispossible,whodidievensleep

with?Idefinitelydidn’tsleepwithCameron.

Thisdoesn’tmakesenseatall!

Her:maybeacertainsomeonehadsomething

todowithit?

Ilookedather.

Her:Gesh.Hetoldmethatyouguyswere

hittingitoffbeforeyougotkidnapped.

Me:Gesh!That’sit!Herapedme.Heprobably

rapedmethattimehekidnappedme.Icannot

believethatbastard!

Qondi:paperbag..Paperbag..

Istartedbreathinginthepaperbagagain.

Me:Whereishe?

Her:Hewenttohandlesomebusiness.Goon



andbathI’llprepareussomethingtoeat

Me:Okay

Iwenttobath.Iwasthinkingaboutthiswhole

situationofmebeingpregnant…..Wheniwas

doneiwenttolookmyselfinthemirror,ilooked

atmytummyitwasabitbig.Iwantedtoputmy

handonitbutistopped…Iwentbacktothe

bedroomandstarteddressingup.Ihadbeen

wearingleggingsbecauseofmydrasticweight

gainthatididn’tknowwhatitwasaboutuntil

now.GeshandQondihadboughtmeclothes.I

wasn’tallowedtogooutofthewoods.Theonly

placewhereicouldgowasoutsidewhere

there’sjusttreesandnothingmuch……

Iwenttothelounge,Qondihadpreparedanice

mealforus.Isatdownandstaredattheplate

infrontofme.Itwasscrambledeggs,sausages,

bacon,Tomatoslices,andcheesewithtoasted

bread.Shetoppedthewholethingoffwith

Applejuice.



Her:Younothungrytoday?

Ishookmyheadno.

Qondi:LookKhanyoiknowhowscarythis

looks.

Me:doyou?Areyoupregnant?

ThedooropenedGeshandScelowalkedin,all

talkingandlaughing.

Scelo:Ladies,ladies..

Gesh:somethingsmellsgood.

Qondi:SitdownI’llmakeyallsomethingtoeat

Geshlookedatme.

Him:HelloKhikhi..

Ikeptquiet.

Gesh:Sengezenimanje(whatdididonow).

HesaidthatwhilelookingatQondishrugged

hershoulders.

Gesh:Anywaywe’llbegoinghomesoon



Qondi:WhataboutCameron?

Scelo:Hisalostcoursethatone!

Qondi:Sothemissionwascarriedout

successfully?

Gesh:Yeaphisdoneanddusted!

Qondi:Goodbecauseiwasstartingtomissmy

gf.

Me:Whenyousaydoneanddusteddoyou

meanthathisdead?

Theykeptquiet.

Me:Andibetyallkilledhim?

Gesh:itwasforthebestKhanyo

Me:Bestforwho?YoukilledmyFiancéandsay

it’sbestforme?HowGeshhow!

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Youaresoselfish!Youdon’tthinkforother

people.YoujustkilledmyFiancé!



Hesnapped.Hehitthetable.

Him:Comehere!

Hestoodandgrabbedmebymyhandandtook

metothebedroom,hebangedthedoor.

Him:I’mtiredNokhanya!I’mstartingtogettired

ofallthisshit!Ihavebeennothingbutpatient

withyou!

Ilookedathim..

Him:isavedyoufromalifeofmiseryand

tragedy!YoucouldbeHIV+now!Foroncethank

me!

Me:Howcanithankyouwhenyoukidnapped

thenrapedmeandmademepregnant.

Him:WheredoyougetallthisNons….Waitdid

youjustsayyoupregnant?

Ilookedaway.

Him:Howandwhendidyoufindout?

Me:ifeltsomethingmovinginmytummyand



themorningsicknessesI’vebeengetting!

Hecameandsatnexttome.

Him:Wowi…Wow!

Me:Wowthat’sallyoucansay?

Him:I’mjustshocked..

Istoodupandwenttostandbythewindow.

Me:Ifyoudidn’trapemethenwhathappened?

Ifelthimwalkinguptome.Hewrappedhis

handsaroundmytummyhuggingMefrom

behind.

Hekissedmeonmyneck.

Him:Thisiswhathappened.

Iwantedtohithimoffbuticouldn’t,itwas

almostasiflikeheparalysedme.

Iputmyhandaroundhisneckashewasbusy

kissingmine.

Hethenloweredhishandandputitinsidemy



leggings.Whathewasdoingfeltsooright.He

turnedmearoundandstartedkissingme,it

wasadeeppassionatekiss,thekindthatwill

turnyouonthenleaveyoubeggingformore.

Wewerenowundressingeachother,orshouldi

sayhewasrippingmyclothesapart.Heputme

ontopofsometable.Iwasnowleftwithmy

leggingsandbra.Hekissedmybreastsiwas

bitingmylipwithmylegswrappedaroundhis

waist.Hetookoffmybraandjustplayed

aroundwithmybreasts.Hewasnowmaking

metolosemymind.Hetookoffmyleggings

andunderwearthenwentdownonmewithmy

legsaroundhisneck.Myhandwasonhishead

pushinghimindeeperanddeeper.Iwantedhim

insideofmealready.Hecameupandtookoff

hisJeanandBumshort.Hefinallyenteredme,i

havelongbeenwaitingforthat.Hepumpedthe

livingdaylightsoutofmeiwasallscreaming

Me:Yessss!!OhhhYessss!!!!!PART42UNTIL
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Wehadsomenicesteamingsession,whenwe

weredoneidressedupandhewenttoshower.

Icouldn’tbelievethatIjusthadsexwith

someonewhokidnappedme,rappedme,made

mepregnantthenkilledmyFiancé.Hisfriends

weresittingonthecouchit’sliketheywere

talkingaboutsomethingbutassoonasigot

intotheroomtheykeptquiet.

Iwenttogetmesomewater..

Qondi:YessssohhhYessss!!

Scelolaughed,iturnedaroundandlookedat

them.Qondipretendedlikeshewaswatching

TvandScelopretendedlikehewascoughing.

Qondi:Chelseawillneverrecover

Scelo:Sizokesibone(we’llsee)

IwentbacktowhatIwasdoingshestarted

again,ilookedatthemandtheypretended



againlikenothinghappened.

Me:Qondi

Shelookedatme.

Me:gotsomethingtosay?

Her:Nope

Imademyselfsomesandwichandsatdownto

eatGeshjoinedthemwhenhewasdone

showering.Heshirtless.JustawearingaJean,

sleepersandachainaroundhisneck.

ItwasastainlesssteelsilverChainwithacross

pendant.

Gesh:Whatdidimiss?

Scelo:Nothingmuch.

Iputmythingsinthesinkwheniwasdone.

Qondistartedagain,thistimearoundshedidn’t

stopuntilimademywaytothebedroombuti

stoppedalongtheway.

Me:Gesh..



Him:Qondistop,youupsettingher

Qondi:FineI’msorry.

Iwenttothebedroom,therewasnothingtodoi

wasboredoutofmyminditriedsleepingbut

nothing.Iendedupreadingamagazine………….

Geshenteredhecameandkissedmeonmy

head.

Him:Yourhairsmellsnice

Me:Thankyou.

Hewalkedaway,thenstopped.Ididn’tpay

attentiontohimuntiltheroomwasquiet.I

lookedathimandhewasstarringatme..

Him:Don’tyouwannagoout,getsomefreshair?

Me:outAsntliketakingawalkaroundthe

woods?

Him:NooutAsntliketown.

Me:I’dlikethat..

ShuuuuuuuuuatleastIwasgettingfreshair.He



putonat-shirtandsneakersthentookhis

walletandcarkeys.

Him:Let’sgo

Igotupcombedmyhair,putonmyshoesand

thenwewent…….

Townwasfarwasa2hoursdrive.

Me:Yathistripislong

Him:thecabinisfar,it’sasecretlocation

Me:Whysofarthough?

Him:Becauseiwannaprotectyou.Imessedup

andthatboyCamerongotyou.Iwasnever

gonnaforgivemyselfifhegaveyouHiv………

Ilookedatthisguywhowastryingtoprotect

mebyallmeans.Maybehisnotthatbad,

maybeishouldgivehimachance.Wegotto

themallanddidsomeshoppingineedednew

clothes,newBumshortsetc.Hehelpedmeto

shoparoundweevencameacrosssome

adorablebabyclothes,icouldn’thelpitbutto



buysomebooteestheylookedsosmalland

cute.Whenweweredonewewenttohave

lunchatMcDonalds.

Me:Lookatthislittlebooteesaren’ttheycute?

Him:Theyare.Justthattheylooksoverysmall

willthebaby’sfeetevenfithere?

Me:ihopeso.

Itookthemandlookedatthemtheywereso

adorable,wheniwasdoneiputthembackinthe

bag.Geshwasalllookingatmeandsmiling.

Me:What?

Him:Nothing..

Weateourlunch,weevengottakeawaysiwas

veryfull…………

Wewentbacktohiscarandstarteddriving

backtothecabin.Aftersometimemybladder

wascompressedineededtopeeurgently.

Me:Ineedtopee



Him:Now?

Me:Yes!

Him:Can’tyouholdyourselfwealmostthere..

Me:UnfortunatelyIcan’t.

Him:Whydidn’tyoupeeatMcDonalds?

Me:Publictoilets?

Him:Yes

Me:Areyouserious?Wantmetocatcha

disease?Thenpassitontomyunbornbaby..

Gesh:Okayfine,sorryforasking.

Hepulledover.Therewasnothingbuttrees

around.

Wewentintheforest.Isawabigscarylizard.

Me:idon’tthinkthisisgonnawork

Him:Why?

Me:There’slizards

Him:So?



Me:idon’twannabebittenbyalizardinmy

vagina

Him:mostlizardsareharmless

Ilookedathim.

Him:Whatdoyouwantustodothen?

Me:idon’tknow

Iwasbusydancingaround,Ireallyneededto

pee

Him:Holdyourselfuntilwegetarriveatthe

cabin

Me:iwannapeenow

Him:Thenpee

Me:Withlizardsareyoucrazy?

Him:Thenidon’tknow

Wearguedandargueduntililiterallypissedon

myself

Him:Wow!



Me:Lookatwhatyoumademedo,ihopeyou

happynow!

Iwalkeduptothecar,iwascryingandwet,do

youknowhowitchyurineis?Wegotintothecar

andwedroveintothecabinallquiet.Wegot

thereandiwentstraighttotakealongbath.I

wasstillhurtatwhathappenedthatigotinbed

andcriedmyselftosleep………….

Iwokeuplater,asIopenedmyeyesandlooked

aroundiwasinaplacethatIdidn’trecognise.I

startedfreakingout.Igotoutofbed.

Me:Whereami?

ImademywayoutandisawQondisittingin

theloungeeatingsnacksandwatchingTv.

Me:Qondi?

Her:Heyyouareawake

Me:Wherearewe?Whatarewedoinghere?

Shelookedatme.



Her:Wehidingoutinthecabin,wehadan

incidentwithCameronremember?

Me:IncidentwithCameron..

ThedooropenedGeshandScelowalkedinwith

ahoover.

Me:Gesh…Scelo..

Theylookedatme..

Gesh:Youawake,howareyoufeelingnow?

Iwentuptohimandhuggedhim.

Him:Uhm..Okay

Ibrokethehug.

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

Him:Youdon’tremember?

Me:Noallirememberis..Is…

Ilookedathimwithmyeyeswidened

Me:OmgGesh,Cameronhe..Hetorturedmehe

injectedsomethingtometheycallitaformula..



Didyouhavemecheckedi..

Hehuggedme..

Him:Shhhhhdon’tpanicyouaresafenow.

Me:iwasreallyscared,ithoughtyouwere

nevergonnafindme..

Heputhishandsonmycheeksandkissedme.

Him:Yousafenow,I’llneverletanything

happentoyou.

Me:Promise?

Him:ipromise

Hekissedme..

Qondi:Getaroomyall

IlookedatQondithenatGesh.

Me:Andwhendidyallstartedgettingalong?

Gesh:LongstoryI’lltellyoulater

Me:Okay

Heheldmyhand.



Him:Nowwehavealotofcatchinguptodo

Heledmetothebedroom

Qondi:Youhavealotof“OhhYessss”catching

uptodo

Me:Whatissheonabout?

Geshdon’tworry.Ifeltsomeunusual

movementinmytummy.Istoppedithenput

myhandonmytummy,itfeltbig.Iliftedmyt-

shirtup,mytummywasbig.

Me:Omg,someonepleasetellmeI’vebeen

eatingalot

Theykeptquiet..

Me:ican’tbepregnant,whoseresponsibleisit

Cameron?

Qondi:actuallyyoulookingathim

Me:Gesh!!!!!!!!!!!

Hedidn’tknowwhattosay

Me:Youfuckengotmepregnantat18,While



I’mdoinggrade12?

Wasitwhenyouweresupposedtogetmethe

pill?

Henoddedyes.Iwenttopickupachair.

Me:YoufuckengotmepregnantGesh!

HeranandstoodbehindScelo,tryingtomake

himhisshield.

Scelo:Whoa!Mpintshithere’snoneedfor

violenceputthechairDown

Gesh:YaKhanyolet’stalkaboutthis.

Me:Itoldyoutogetthepillveryearly!!!

Gesh:Eishsorry

Me:Sorry?YousorryGesh?

Qondi:uhmKhanyo..

Me:Qondipleaseshutup!Idon’twannahurt

yourightnow!

Scelo:Geshdosomething



Gesh:Apissedoffpregnantwomanholdinga

chairatus,tellmewhatcanido?

Iwasbeyondpissed.HowcanGeshdothisto

me?It’slikehedidn’tthinkaboutmyfuture.

PART43UNTILYOU’REMINE

[01/11,13:57]Ron:#44

Qondi:Nokhanyawasekhayaputthechair

Down.

Me:I’mjustwaitingforthisNiggatoexplain

himself

Gesh:iwillifthereain’tgonnabeno

consequences

IputthechairDown.

Me:Finetherewon’tbeanyconsequences.

Him:ididgetyouthepillbutthenwhenicame

backyouwerenotaround.

Me:Itmust’vebeenwhenigotkidnapped.



Him:That’swhatiwastryingtosay.

IstoodupandWalkeduptothebedroom,Gesh

followedme.

Me:ineedsometimealone

Heturnedback.Ilockedmyselfupthewhole

dayjustcrying.Iwastrulyhurt,mylifeisoveri

amdonepregnantat18,worseatmyschool

theyhaveastupidpolicythatdoesn’tallow

studentswhoarepregnanttocontinuewith

theirstudiessoI’mgonnabekicked

out…………………………..

Igotoutofthebedroomandmademywayto

thekitchen.Everyonewassittinginthelounge,

theloungewasveryclosetothekitchen.

Theykeptquiet.Itookoutaglassbutitfelland

broke,ikneeleddowntopickupthepieces,and

iaccidentallycutmyself.

Me:Ouch!

Geshmadehiswaytome.



Him:Letmehelpyouwiththat..

Istoodup.

Me:I’mfine..

Him:Youdon’tlo..

Me:isaidI’mfineGesh!!

Qondi:UhmScelodon’tyouwannagetsome

freshair?

Scelo:Surething.

Theybothstoodupandleft.

Him:What’swrong?

Istartedcrying..

Him:Khanyoididn’timpregnateyouonpurpose.

Me:I’m18Gesh..Iamcluelessaboutbabies,i

amstillababymyself.

Him:iunderstandthatyouscaredandupset,

butyoushouldknowthatididn’taskforthis.

Me:Youshould’veusedprotection



Him:ididraiseitupbutyoubrushedmeoff

Me:Becauseyousaidyouweregonnagetme

thepill!!

Him:Andidid!!!*shouting*

Ilookedathim.

Him:What’sthematterexactlyNokhanya?You

don’twannahavemybaby?

Ididn’treply..

Him:Wow!

Hewentandtookhiscarkeysonthecoffee

tableandleft.

Thebabyisnotbornyet,andalreadyGeshandi

wefighting.

What’sgonnahappenwhenthebabygetshere.

IwenttositdownandwatchTv.

QondiandScelogotinafterawhile.

Qondi:uyimpathaSani!(youareafool)



Scelo:ididtrytoshootitMarawenawalahlai

side.

Theylookedatme.

Scelo:letmejustgoandtrytoshootitagain

Qondi:Sharp.

Shecameandsatnexttome..

Qondi:Whatsup?

Me:Nothing.

Him:AreyouandGeshhavingproblems?

Inoddedmyheadyes.

Qondi:Don’tpushhimaway,hewantstobe

thereforyou.

Me:I’mjustscaredQondi.

Her:iknowbutaren’tbabiessupposedtobea

blessing?

Me:ithinkso

Qondi:Thenyoushouldfeelhonoredtohave



beengiventhisspecialGift.It’snotevery

womanwhogetstohaveababy,andsome

womenendupbeingsingleparents.Youare

blessedtohaveGeshonyourside.

Qondiwasstatingfacts,iprobablyshouldstop

fightingGeshandjustacceptthingsastheyare.

Me:Forafoolyoucansometimestalkthings

thatmakesense.

Shelaughed

Her:Wannatakeawalk?

Me:Yawhynot

Westoodupandwentoutforawalk.Wetalked,

andlaughed.Gettingfreshairreallydidme

good.

Wewentbacktothecabin,Qondiprepared

dinnerforus.Shewasagoodcook.Geshand

Scelowerenotback.Ihelpedhertosetthe

table………………….

Aftersettingupthetableiwenttobath,wheni



wasdoneijoinedQondiatthetableandwe

startedeating.

Qondi:IwonderwhereGeshandSceloare

Me:Samehere..

Qondi:Letmecallthem.

Shegotherphoneandcalledthem.

Qondi:voicemail…

Qondiandiate,thenaftereatingwewatched

Tv,iwasstartingtogetabitworried.Thedoor

opened.ItwasScelo,istoodup.

Heclosedthedoor,thenlookedatus.

Him:What’swrong?

Me:WhereisGesh?

Him:beng’cabangaukuthiula(ithoughthewas

here)

Me:Wellhisnot.

Scelo:I’llgoandlookforhim.



Hewent.

Me:Whatifsomethinghappened?

Qondi:Nodon’tthinklikethat..

Iwaspacingupanddownwhenthedoor

bustedopen.Someguywalkedin,hewas

wearingallblackandhehadagunwithhim.

Iscreamed,andstartedwalkingbackwards.

Him:I’mnotplanningonhurtinganyoneijust

wanteveryonetocooperate.

Hewasfollowedbysomeniggaandthen3girls

onelookedlikealesbian.Theywereallwearing

blackwithredbandanasaroundtheirnecks,

andblackonesaroundtheirwrists.Therewasa

blackwomanwiththem,shewaswearing

normal.Shecametome.

Her:AreyouNokhanya?

Ilookedatherallscared

Me:Whoareyou?



Myvoicewasevenbreaking.

Her:iamAnathiMuller.Thisismyhusbandand

hercrewtheycalled“thebloods”weareFriends

ofGeshandheaskedustocomeandgetyou..

Me:Whereishe?

Her:Wereallyneedyoutocomewith

us,immediately

Me:I’mnotgoinganywhere

TheguywhohadfirstwalkedInstartedtalking

Him:Wedon’thavemuchtime,theyareontheir

way

Anathi:Rileyigotthis.

Shelookedatme.

Her:Nokhanyaireallyneedyoutotrustme..

Me:idon’tevenknowyou.

Shelookedatthecrew

Her:ithinkweneedtodothisthehardway..



Riley:Ithinksot..

BeforeRileycouldevenfinishhissentence

bulletsstartedmakingtheirwayintothecabin.

Itwasalmostasiflike50peoplewhere

shootingatus.

Riley:Everyonegetdown!!

IsawthisAnathichickjumpingonmeandwe

bothwentdownwithherontopofmetryingto

shieldme.Whenifellmytummycameinto

contactwiththefloor,ifeltsomeexcruciating

pain.PART44UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Idon’tknowwhatwashappening,icouldn’t

concentrateonthepainanymoreespecially

witheverythingthatwasgoingaround.Thewas

abitofsilence.Isawthebloodsgettingup,at

leastnoonewashurt.

Riley:Bradiwantyoubythewindow,Jenget



readywiththosegrenades,Jamieihopeyou

gottherazors,AndGina…

TheGinapersonwasn’ttakingthisshitserious,

shewasstandingtheresuckingonalollipop,

actuallythewholebloodswherenottakingthis

situationserious,theylookedcalm.

Riley:Ginajuststandthereandlookprettywhile

suckingonyourlollipop.

Helookedatthem.

Riley:inthecountofone,two,three..

Thebloodsstartedshootingthroughthe

window,throwinggrenadesitwasamessiwas

startingtogetverytraumatised.Anathiwasstill

onmebutshehadloosenedhergrip,Qondi

Crawledherwaytome.

Her:Areyouokay?

Me:iwannagetoutofhere!

Anathi:We’llgetyououtofhere.



Shestoodup.

Anathi:411!!Ineedcover!

Gina:I’monit!

Riley:Wait..what?Hellono!

Gina:Whynot?Don’tyoutrustme?

Riley:That’sMywifeandmybestfriend’sgfi

trustyounot.Whatyoucandoiscomeand

helpBradhere

Brad:NoitsfineI’mgood

Gina:Thenifinditusefulcomingtothis

missions!

Shesatdown.QondiandAnathihelpedmeto

getupandwestartedwalkingoutwithRiley

coveringus.

Whenwegotoutside,isawdeadbodies

althoughitwasdarkbutwewassteppingon

some,iwonderedwhereallthispeoplecome

from..



Itwasallquiet,therewasnooneshootingatus.

Anathi:Thatwaseasy

Riley:ItsneverEasy

Anathi:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Rileylookedaround.Hegothisgunagain

Riley:Getinthecar,anddrivetothediner!!

Wegotintosomecar,icouldn’tmakeoutwhat

kindofcaritwasbutitwasblackandbig.

Qondi,myself,andAnathigotinthecarwith

Anathidriving.Iwasattheback,andQondiwas

atthefront.

Anathi:MakesureyourSeatbeltistightbaby

girl.

Istrappedtheseatbeltalthoughitwashardat

first.Shedroveaway…

WhenweabitfarfromtheCabin,iheardbikes

approachingusfromtheback,theniheardgun

shots.



Anathi:Shit!

ShecontinuedDrivingwiththebikescatching

uponus,ilookedoverandrealisedthatitwas

the“FBI”squad!Iknewwhowasbehindthis,

JohnandCameron…

OnebikemadeittoAnathi’sside.Isawthe

personsignalingtoAnathithatsheshouldpull

over.

Anathi:Fuckyou!!

Thepersonpulledoutagun,Anathiknocked

himofftheroad,sendinghisscooterrollingand

makingcontactwithothercars.

Wewerestillgettingshotat,ihaveneverbeen

thisscaredinmywholelifebefore.Iwas

closingmyearsandcrying.

Anathi:Nokhanyagetdown!

Iwasinanotherstateofmind.

Anathi:Canyoutakeoverthewheel?



ShesaidthatwhilelookingatQondi

Qondi:Now?

Anathi:Yes.

Anathipulledover..Whentheywasaboutto

swapseatsanotherbikehadcaughtupwithus.

Thepersonapproacheduswhileholdingagun

andslightlytappedonthemirrorthatweshould

comeout.

Wedidn’tprotestwewentout…..

Him:Handsup

Weliftedourhandsup.

Anathi:Lookwe..

Him:Shutup!

AnathiKeptquiet.

IwasliterallyShaking.

Qondi:Ithinkweshould..

HehitQondiwiththebackofhisgun.



Me:Qondi!!!

Helookedatme,thenafterafewsecondshe

smiled.

Hetookouthiswalkietalkie….

Hestartedspeakinginalanguagewecouldn’t

understand,hewastalkingwithanothermale

theonlywordsweunderstandwere“Over”.

Whenhewasdoneheputthewalkietalkiein

hispocket.

Him:thebosswillbehappytoseeyou..

Hegavemeaconnivingsmile.

Icannotbelievethiswashappeningtomeagain.

Anathi:Youshouldletusgobeforeyougethurt

Qondiwasspittingoutwhatiassumewas

blood,icouldn’treallymakeoutwhatitwasit

wasdark….

Him:Nowwewaitformorepartners.

WestoodherfeelinghelplessuntilAnathidid



theunthinkable,shesnatchedthegunaway

fromhim.Don’taskmehowbecauseIdidn’t

knowhowshedidit,itwasaveryquickmove.

Shetookoutthebulletsandtossedthegun

awaywiththebullets.Ilookedatherlike“bitch

areyouserious,thisisourchancetokillthe

bastardandyoujustgonnathrowawaythe

gun”

Theguylookedather,icouldtellhewaspissed.

Him:Youbitch!

HetriedpunchingAnathibutsheduckedandhe

punchedthewindow,hepuncheditveryhard

thathescreamed.Hewasallbendingdown,

busyholdinghishandthathepunchedthe

windowwith…Anathigothimupwithakickon

hisface.Whilehewasbusygoingaroundthere

shewentandwrappedheraroundthenigga’s

neckandtwistedit,iheardasnappingsound.

Shethenlethimgoandtheniggafellonthe

ground.Idon’tknowifhewasdeador



unconscious.

Anathi:Wehavetomove

IaskednoquestionsihelpedQonditogetinthe

car,bothmeandhersatatthebackwhile

Anathiwasdriving.

Me:AreyouokayQondi?

Her:I’llbefine..

Anathidrovewithnobikefollowingusuntilwe

gotintothediner.Itwasthesamedinerthatwe

wenttoo…Thewaitressopenedthedoorforus

andwewentinside….

Therewasnooneatthediner,justthewaitress

whoopenedupforus.

Anathi:Howishe?

Waitress:Hislosingalotofblood.

Qondisatdownherfacewasbloody….

Anathistartedwalkingtosomesmallroomand

ifollowedher,shestopped



Her:Whydon’tyousitdownandrelax

Me:idon’twannasitdown

Her:idon’tthinkyouwannaseethis,especially

inyourstate

Shesaidthatwhilelookingatmytummy

Me:iwannasee,isitGesh?

Istartedwalkingtowardsthedoor

Her:Nokhanyawait

IopenedthedoorandGeshwaslayingthereon

thefloor,hewasshiveringandtherewastoo

muchbloodonthefloor.Hiswhitet-shirtthat

hewaswearingwassoakedinblood

Me:OhhmywordGesh!!

ItriedgoingtohimbutAnathiheldme.

Me:Letmego!!

Anathi:Younotsupposedtobebackhere..

Iwasfightingheroff!!



Anathi:Cansomeonetakeher?

Thewaitresscameandheldme.Anathitookoff

herleatherjacketandputitoverGesh

Anathi:ComeonGeshstaywithus!

Iwasallcryingandlookingathim,helooked

likehewasinseriouspain..

Me:Geshdon’tleavemeplease!PART45
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Whileiwassittingthere,isawTheER

paramedicscomingin,theywerefollowedby

the“bloods”theywenttothebackwhileAnathi

satwithMetryingtocomfortme……..

Afterafewminutestheycameoutwithhim,he

wasonthatstretcherbed,helookedso

helpless.Hewasn’tevenandtheyhadtakenoff

hisshirthehadbandagesaroundhischestand

abdominalarea.Hehadanoxygeninthis



mouth.Iclosedmyeyes,itwashardseeinghim

inthatstate.Rileycametous.

Riley:I’llgowithhim.

Hethenlookedatme.

Him:Anathiwilltakeyouhome,yougonnabe

livingwithusforawhileuntilherecovers.

Hethenwentwiththem.Qondiwentalongtoo

becausesheneededstitches.

Anathihelpedmegetupandwewenttothecar

andshedrovehome……………….

Wegottoherplace,itwasaverybeautiful

house,itwasquiet.

Anathi:Thegirlsareprobablysleeping.

Wewalkeduptoherroomandweweremetby

somewoman,shelookedabitoldbutwas

beautifullookedabitlikeRiley.

Anathi:ThankyouTessa..

Tessa:Youwelcome



Shethenlookedatme.

Anathiputherhandaroundmyshoulders.

Her:ThisisNokhanyaandshewillbestaying

withusforawhile

Shegreetedmewithabigsmile,igreetedback.

Tessa:I’llgoandsleep,goodnight

Wesaidnighttoher.Anathiledmetoherroom.

Her:Wegonnasleepheretogether

Me:WhataboutYourhusband?

Her:Hecansleepintheguestroomiwantyou

tobeclosetomejustfortonight.

Me:Whyareyousokindtome?

Shesatdown.

Her:Comeandsithere

Isatnexttoher.

Her:Becauseyouremindofsomegirliknow

Ilookedather.



Her:There’sthisgirliknow.Whenshewas

around16shehadtolookafterhertwosisters

sinceshewastheeldest.

Me:Whathappenedtotheirmother?

Her:Shelivedinthecitywithherpimpboyfriend.

Shehardlycametocheckuponthemdidn’t

sendmoneysothisgirlhadtoquitschooland

takecareofhersisters.Shedecidedtolivea

lifeofcrime,thatwentonuntilshewas19.She

wasdoingpettycrimeslikerobbingstoresand

providingforhersisters,butsometimesthings

won’tgowellandtheywillsleepwithempty

stomachs.

Me:That’ssaddidtheyhaveahouseatleast?

Her:Notheylivedinashack.Itwasatoughlife

shewouldgetstabbed,andbeaten.Shehada

bestfriendwhomshedidallofthisthingswith.

Me:Yoh

Her:Whenshewas19shedatedthebiggest



thugever!Lifestartedgettingbettershetook

hersistersandtheywenttolivewithhiminhis

penthouse.

Me:That’sbetter.

Her:Noteverythingwasglitzandglamour.I

remembertheyhadtogolivewithherfatherin

lawwhotorturedthegirllikecrazybecausehe

didn’tlikeblackpeople.Hewouldbeatthegirl

etc

Me:Buthowdidshemanagetolivewithhimif

hewasracist?

Her:thegirlwentintheformofamaid

Me:Wow!

Her:Butthegirlcontinueddoingalifeofcrime,

youknowwhenyouareusedtosomethingit’s

hardtoletitgo.Iremembersheoncedida

houserobberywithherbestyandthebest

friend’sbfitwenttotallywrongthebestfriend

gotshot.Butthebestfriend’sbfandthegirl



managedtoescape.Thebestywastakentothe

hospital,nowtheproblemaroseafterher

recoveryshewasgonnahavetogotojail.Not

onlythatbutshealsohadtorevealherpartners

that’swhenthegirlandthebfhadtogoand

finishheroffatthehospital.

Iwidenedmyeyes.

Her:ThenthegirlsleptwithHerbesty’sbfand

fellpregnant

Me:Noways!

Her:I’mtellingyou

Me:Whatdidthegirl’sbfsaid?

Her:Thegirlliedandsaidshewasrapedand

sheaborted.Somehowthebffoundoutthe

truthandhadherthrownoutofthehouse.

Me:Wheredidshego?

Her:ShecontactedtheBesty’sbfbuthewanted

nothingtodowithhersoshehadnowhereto

goshehadtosleepinsomeabandoned



Buildingwhereshealmostgotraped.

Me:Really?

Her:Yes.Tocuttheconversationshortshe

endeduplivingwithaprostituteandthe

prostitute’sbfbustedintotheflatandbeatthe

girlupbecausetheprostitutewasowinghim

moneyanditwasamess

Me:Whatendeduphappening?

Her:Theykilledtheprostitute’sandaftera

whilethebfforgaveherandshewenttolive

withhimagain

Me:Whatasweetbfshehad

Her:Notatall.Thingsgotworse,shewentblind

whileshewaspregnantandkidnappedthen

rapedandbeaten..

Sheclosedhereyes.

Her:istillrememberthehorrorshewent

throughandittookherbfalongtimetofindher

buteventuallyhedid.Thenastimewentonthe



bfgotshot8timesbyhersisterhewasinICU

untilthegirlwas8monthspregnant

Me:Whatatragicstory.Isthegirlstillalive?

Her:Yeasheis..

Me:Whereisshe?

Her:Youlookingather

Me:What??Noways!

Her:Yesways.DatingAthugisneverEasyRiley

putmethroughalot,icheatedonhimhefound

outandkilledtheguyicheatedonhimwith

rightinfrontofme,thenworseheevenkilled

theguy’sgfwhowasmybestfriend

Me:YousleptwithyourBestfriend’sbf?

Her:Yesandit’ssomethingI’mnotproudof

Me:Whathaven’tyoudone?

Shechuckled.

Her:Enoughaboutme.YouknowwhyI’m

tellingyouallthis?



Me:No,why?

Her:Becauseiknowhowyoubreaking,how

scaredyouare.Youlookveryyoungforthislife

andI’msureit’snotthekindoflifeyou

imaginedliving.

Me:Itsnotatall.Imeanilikebadboysbut

Geshistoomuch.

Her:iknowGeshIsdangerousetcbutheloves

you.WhenGeshlovesheloves

Me:Howyouknow,didyousleepwithhimor

datedhim?

Her:iwish.Hisjustaveryclosefriendofours.

HisactuallyRiley’sbestfriendbutiknowhim

foraverylongtime.LookKhanyothislifeisnot

normalalotisstillyettocomeandyouneedto

bestrongandpreparedbecausethere’s

someonewhosegonnabedependentonyou

now.

Sheputherhandonmytummy.



Me:Canitrustyou?

Her:Yes..

Me:Itsdeeperthanthat..

Her:I’mlistening

Me:Geshismycousin

Shelaughed

Her:That’sagoodone

Me:I’mserious

Shesawhowseriousiwas.

Me:HisdadandmydadareTwinbrothers

Her:Whoseyourfather?

Me:KingSkhosana

Her:TheeKingSkhosana?Thedrugdealer?

Me:Apparently

Her:Somethingdoesn’taddupKingdoesn’t

haveatwinbrother



Me:idoubtmymomwouldlie…

Shekeptquietforawhile,thenlookedatme.

Her:Ohhhno!

Me:What?

Her:Geshisnotyourcousin.Heisyourbrother!

Myjawliterallydropped…PART46UNTIL
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IlookedatAnathiindisbelief.Shelookedatme

toothenlaughed..

Her:I’mjoking,idon’tknowanythingabout

Gesh’sfamilyhehardlytalksaboutthem.

Islightlyhitheronhershoulder.

Me:Youwannasendmeintoearlylabour?

Her:ShameI’msorrysweetheart,youshould’ve

seenyourfacethough.



Anathishouldstopwiththisnonsense..

Her:Areyougonnatellhimthatyallare

cousin’s?

Me:Areyoucrazy?

Her:Youhavetotellhim.OnethingIknow

aboutthisBadboysisthatneverkeepanything

awayfromthem.

Me:ican’ttellhimAnathi.

Her:Why?

Me:Whatifhedecidestoturnagainstme?

Geshistheonlypersonihaveonearthandi

can’taffordtolosehim

Her:KnowingGeshlikeido..

Ismiled,butitwasn’tafriendlysmile.

Me:Stopsayingthat.IknowGeshmorethan

youdoandhewon’tbehappyaboutthis

Shesmiledatme

Her:Sorryididn’tmeantoupsetyou



Me:Itsokay.

Her:Whydon’tyougoandbath,I’llfixyou

somethingtoeat.

Me:ThankyoubutI’mfine

Her:Younoteatingforyourselfremember?

Me:Fine..

Shetookoutpjsandsleepers

Her:Youcanwearthis

Me:Thankyou.

Her:You’llfindmeinthekitchen..

Shewentoutandclosedthedoor.Irealised

thatshehadleftherphonebehind.Itookitand

dialledmymom’snumber.Sheansweredonthe

2ndring.

Her:Hello*sleepyvoice*

Tearsstartedfallingdown.

Her:Hello??



Ikeptonsniffing.

Her:Nokhanyaisthatyou?

Icouldn’tholdmyselfbackanymoreicried.

Her:Khanyoukuphi?(Whereareyou)

Iclosedmyeyesandswallowedhard

Me:I’m…I’mwithafriend..

Her:ComebackhomeKhanyo

Me:Momplease..

Her:Okaywhereareyou?Areyousafe?

Me:Yesiamsafe

Her:Aretheyfeedingyouwell?

Me:Yestheyare.

Her:I’vebeenworriedaboutyou,ican’teati

can’tsleepthatwell..Yourfriendshavebeen

cominghereaskingaboutyou,theyevengoing

ontheirmatricdancenextweek.Patisvery

worriedaboutyouNokhanya



Icouldn’tstopcrying.

Her:Callhimatleast.

Me:iwill.

Her:Okayiloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo

Ihungedup.IcalledPatrick.Hetooklongto

answerbuthefinallydid.

Him:Yes?

Me:Hey…

Hekeptquiet

Me:Patareyoustillthere?

Him:Khanyowhereareyou?

Itwashisfirsttimecallingme“Khanyo”

Him:DoyouevenknowthatCameronisdead?

Weburiedhimlastweek.Khanyowhat’s

happeningareyouokay?

Me:I’mfine,whathappenedtoCam?



Pat:Iheardhegotshot,somethinglikethat

Me:That’ssad

Him:Imactuallyhappy

Ilaughed

Me:You’llneverchange

Him:That’swhathegetsforhittingmyfriend.

Ilaughedagain

Her:Matricdanceisnextweek

Me:iknow,mymomtoldme

Him:Soarewegoing?

Me:Patrick

Him:Khanyowehavebeendreamingaboutthis

ourwholelives,rememberwesaidwegonnago

togethercomeondon’tdisappointmenow.

Me:idoubtyou’llwannagowithmenow*shaky

voice*

Me:Ifyoucouldseehowilook



Him:Idon’tcareabouthowyoulook.Please

don’tDisappointme.

Thephonecut,whilewewerestilltalking.Iwent

onfbandloggedinwithmyaccount.My

timelinewasfloodedwithmyschoolmates

preparingforthematricdance.Somewhere

evenhavingtheirclothesdesigned.

IthrewAnathi’sphoneagainstthewall,iwasall

crying.Iam18andpregnantI’llneverhavea

future,iwillberaisingababywhilemypeersgo

toVarsity.

Me:ihateyouGesh!!!!Ihateyoufordoingthis

tome!!!!

Iwenttothebathroom,idon’tknowwhatwas

happeninginmyheadbutifeltlikeiwasgoing

crazy!Isawarazorandtookit.Istartedslitting

mywrists.Ifeltnopainormaybetheemotional

painovershadowedthephysicalpain.Iwas

starringmyselfinthemirror…

Afterawhileiheardsomeoneopeningthe



bathroomdoor.

Riley:Shit,sorryithoughtitwasAna-

Hesawmywrists.

Him:Nokhanyawhatareyoudoing?

Ismiled.

Me:Itactuallydoesn’thurt,canyoubelieveit,it

doesn’thurt!

Hetookatowel.

Him:puttherazordown.

Iwasnowfeelingabitdizzy.

Him:Khanyoareyoualright?

Iwasabouttocollapsewhenhecameandheld

me.

Him:Khanyo…Khanyowakeup..

Iheardhisvoice,butitwasslowlyfadingaway..
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Idon’twhathappenedbutiwokeupatthe

hospital,mywristswerepainful.Rileyand

Anathiwerenexttome.Rileyhadthisserious

lookonhisface,hewaslookingatmestraight

intheeye.

Anathi:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Dizzy

Anathi:Nokhanyawhathappened?

Me:I’mnotsure

Riley:Youtriedtokillyourselfbyslittingyour

wrists

Me:Ohwthatiswhathappened

Anathi:Nokhanya..

Me:Anathiplease…I’mtiredokay,emotionally,

physicallyandmentally.Gesh..

Riley:Geshgotbadlyhurttryingtoprotectyou

andthisishowyousay“Thankyou”tohim!



Me:Excuseme?

Him:Hasanyoneevertoldyouhowselfishyou

are?Geshisfightingforhislifedoyoueven

knowthatonebulletpuncturedhislung?He

coulddieforheaven’ssakeandhereyouare

Actinglikeabloodybrat!

Me:Don’tyoudaretalktomelikethat!You

don’tevenknowme!

Riley:idon’thavetoknowyoutoknowthatyou

areselfish!IalwaystellGeshtostopdatingthis

kids!

Anathi:iwasakidwhenwestarteddating

HegaveAnathiaseriouslook.

Riley:Amitalkingaboutus?

AnathiKeptquiet.Thisguyisbold!

Me:Anathiwheredidyouevengetthisguyfrom?

Riley:I’mwonderingtoowhereGeshgotyou!

HekissedAnathionherforeheadthenleft.



Anathi:Don’tmindhimpleasehisveryrude.

Iwasboilinginsideshame.WhodoesRiley

thinkheistalkingtomelikethat?Idon’tcareif

hisaleaderofwhatevershitgroupbuthisnot

gonnatalktomelikethat..

Anathichilledwithme,myPanicattackwas

evenatitshighestpeakbutitrytosuppressit

withAnger.Iwasn’tgoodcompanysoAnathi

decidedtoleave……………

Istayedatthehospitalfor3daysiwasmostly

inthatdepressedstateofmineiwasn’teating

thatmuchortalkingtoanyone.Anathicame

thatmorningtofetchme.

Her:Thatfrownonyourfaceismakingyoulook

ugly.

Me:Let’sjustgo

Her:KantiyiniKhanyo?(what’swrong)

Me:Ngani?(withwhat)

Her:Youalwaysangryandallthat..



Namiidon’tknowwhyiwassooAngry.

Me:idon’tknowAnathisopleaselet’sgo.

Shedidn’tsayanythingwewalkedout.My

tummywasgettingbiggerandmyfeetwhere

gettingmoreswollen.

Anathi:Geshisawake

Me:That’ssweet

Her:Haudon’tyouwannaseehim?

Me:Forwhat?Forwho?

Shekeptquiet……………….

Weekspassed,ididn’tgotoseetoGeshiwas

mostlylockedupinmyroomandiwasignoring

Rileytooididn’tlikethatniggaforshit!

ItwasaSaturdayafternoonandiwaslayingin

bedwtv,Anathicamein

Her:Hi

Me:Hey



Her:iwasgoingtoseeGeshandiwas

wonderingifyouwouldliketocomealong?

Me:Nothanks.

Shesatdownandlookedatme,doyouknow

howuncomfortableitisforsomeonetobeall

starringatyou.

Me:Yini?(what)

Her:YaziGeshhasbeenaskingaboutyou,

isonoMara..He..

Me:FineI’llgowithyouifyoustopnagging..

Shesmiled.Iwenttobath,shehadborrowed

meherfewclothestheonessheusetowear

whenshewaspregnant.

Iwaswearingbrownleggings,withabrown

maternityshirtandpumps.Istillkeptthatshort

hairstyleofmine,wewenttohercaranddrove

tothehospital…..

WhenwegotthereweparkedandWalkedtohis

ward.Istoppedalongtheway.



Her:What’swrong?

Me:I’m..I’mabitnervous

Her:Why?

Me:idon’tknow..

Her:iunderstandialsofeltthesamewaytoo

whenihadtoseeRileyAfterhegotshot.

Sheheldmyhandandwewalkedtotheward.

Hewassittingupstraightwithpillows

balancingandsupportinghisback.Hewaswith

Rileytheywerealltalkingbuticouldseethat

Geshwastired,hiseyeslookedheavy……

Rileywasthefirstonetolookatus,thenGesh

turnedandlookedatustoo.Ifeltlikegoingup

tohimandkisshimlikethere’snotomorrow

butatthesametimeifeltlikekillinghim.We

walkedin,iwaslookingdowntryingtoavoid

eyecontact.

Anathi:Gesh,zithinilapho(what’sup)

Gesh:Ngiyancengancenga(I’mhangingin



there)

Riley:HelloKhanyo

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedawaywhile

clickingmytonguehelaughed.Theyallcaught

upiwasjustquiet…………….

Anathi:Snugglebunnyithinkweshouldgive

themsomespace

Riley:Ayt

Theywalkedout.Ilookeddownwhileplaying

withmyfingers.

Gesh:ngenzeni?(whatdidido)

Ishruggedmyshoulders

Gesh:imissedyou..

Ikeptquiet,tearswereatthevergeoffalling.

Hestretchedouthishandtome.

Him:Comeandtellmewhatupsetyou

Inoddedmyheadno..



Him:Youdon’twannatalktome?

Inoddedyes,iwasnowcrying

Him:Itsfineyoudon’thavetotalktome,ijust

wannaholdyou..

Iwantedtogotohim,butanotherpartofme

didn’twant.

Him:Please…

Ikeptquiet..

Him:Ngiyak’celatuu(please)

Islowlywentuptohim,itookoffmyshoesand

squeezedinthatsmallbedwithhim.Ilaidmy

headonhischest,hischestwasmakingthe

wheezingsoundashewasbreathinginandout.

Him:AskiesKhanyo,pleaseforgiveme…

Iwasveryemotionalicouldn’tstopcrying,he

spreadhisarmsaroundme..PART48UNTIL
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Geshfinallygotdischarged,hewasrecovering

verywellathome.Althoughhehadbreathing

problemsbutotherthanthathewasgood.I

wasgettingbiggerandbiggerthatatsome

pointithoughtiwascarryingtwins,myface

andmyfeetwherejustridiculouslooking……..

…..

GeshandiwewerehavingBreakfastthat

morning,inourbedroom.Wewerestillliving

withthemAnathi’suntilhefullyrecovers.

Him:ithinkweshouldgobacktoourplace

soon,wecan’tkeeponinvadingotherpeople’s

spacelikethis.

Iwasdeepinmythoughtsuntilheshookmea

bit.

Me:huh?

Him:Ucabanganikangaka(whatareyou

thinkingof)



Me:Itsnothing

Helookedatme.

Me:ihaven’tfeltthebabymovingforquieta

whilenow.

Him:Whendidthatstart?

Me:Itsbeenaweeknow

Heputhishandonmytummy.

Him:Maybeweshouldgotothedoctor

Me:Notnow,youstillneedtorecover

Him:ithinkyoursituationismorecritical

Iputmyhandonhischeek

Me:I’llbefine,weneedtofocuson

you……………………………….

WestayedatAnathi’splaceforthenext2

weeksthenafterwemovedout,wemovedout

toanewPlace

Wejusthadourthingsdeliveredfromtheold



placetoournewplace.Iwasveryhappynow

it’sjustgonnabemeandhim.

Him:Doyoulikeit?

Me:Yaido

Itwasabeautifulsmallhouseinagated

communityofPta.

Me:Itsgonnatakeawhileforustounpack.

Isaidthatwhilewalkingtograbsomeboxes.

GeshCamerunningtome,hetookthebox

awayfromme.

Him:Younotsupposedtoholdthatit’stoo

heavy.

Me:GeshI’mpregnantnotsick.

Him:I’mtryingtolookoutforyouandmybaby.

Me:Ncoooharen’tyouacarryingfather.

Isqueezedhischeek.

Him:YouverybigNokhanya,don’tyouthink

thatyouareclosetogivingbirth?



Me:I’mnotsure

Him:Canwegotothedoctornow?

Me:GeshI’mfine

Him:ididn’tsayyounotfine,imeanpregnant

womenshouldgotothedoctorforcheckup

isn’tthatright?

Me:idon’tknowGesh,ihaveneverbeen

pregnantbefore.

Him:Lesedius..

Me:Yey!Don’tcomparemetoyourbabyMama!!

Him:I’mnotcomparingyouI’mj..

Me:idon’tevenwannahearhernamebeing

saidinthishouse!

Hedidn’tsayanythinghejustlookedatme.

Istartedunpacking,andcleaning.Geshwas

watchingTv.Hewaswatchingsoccer.Igot

someofourthingpackedupnicely,our

furniturewasdeliveredandiwashappywith



ourapartment.Itwasn’tthatfancy,justsimple

andneat.Iwasverytiredwhenifinishedandit

wasaround17:00…

Idecidedtotakealongbaththatievenpassed

outinthebathtubiwaswokenupbythewater

gettingcold……….

Igotoutwipedmyselfandlotionedthenputon

mypjs,iwasn’tgoinganywhere.IwenttoGesh

hewasstillwatchingTv..

Me:Shouldicook?

Heshookhisheadno.

Me:Whatarewegonnaeat?

Him:I’llorderpizza

Me:Itsfineicancook

Him:Youdon’tknowhowtocook

Me:Thankyouforthevoteofconfidence.

Thedoorbellrang.

Me:Youtoldpeoplethatwelivehere?



Hekeptquiet.

Me:WowGeshreally?Areyouputtingourlives

indangeragain?

Heignoredme.Thepersondidn’tstopringing

thebellthatiwentandopenedup.Iwas

surprisedtoseethatitwasLesediandBontle

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?Howdidyoueven

knowthatwelivehere?

Her:Geshcalledme(smiling)

SheslightlypushedmeawayandcameIn.

Geshgotupfromthecouchandapproached

them.HetookBontlefromLesediandstarted

playingwithher.

Gesh:didyoumissme?Didyou?Becausei

missedyousoomuchprincess

Bontlewasallsmilingandjumping,allhappy.

Lesedi:She’sveryexcitedtoseeyou

Him:Yait’sbeenawhile



Lesedi:Howareyoufeelingthough?

Gesh:StillabitOozybutI’llbefine.

Hesatdownwithbontle,andLesedijoinedin.

Theywereplayingwithbontlelookinglikea

cutefamily.Ibangedthedoorandwenttomy

bedroom.Ilockedthedoor.Iwasveryangryi

cannotbelieveuGeshrightnow.

Iwaspacingupanddown,tryingtocalmmyself

downiwasveryveryveryveryveryveryangry….

Icriedinthatprocessofbeingangry,crying

alwayscleansesthesoul.Igotoutofthe

bedroomtheywereeatingbontlewasn’twith

themanymore.

Lesedi:Youstilllovejunkfood?

Geshchuckled

Him:AhhyouknowmystoryMoss.

Iwalkeduptothesink,tearsthreatenedtofall

butitriedsohardtoholdthemback.



Lesedi:LetmegoandcheckonBontle.

Gesh:Sure.

Istoodtherelookingoutthroughthewindow

tryingtocalmdown.Geshwalkeduptomewith

aplateofpizza.

Him:ithoughtyoumightbehungry

Me:I’mnothungry

Heputtheplatedown.

Him:Canweseethedoctortomorrow?

Me:Whyareyouactinglikeyoucare?

Him:Excuseme?

Me:Whathappenedtohavingafamilymoment

withyourbabyMamaandbaby?Andignoring

Nokhanya?

Him:ijustwantedtoseemybaby.

Me:Youdidn’tevenrunthatbymeifit’sokay

forthemtocome



Hegavemeaweirdlook.

Him:I’msorryyourhighnessI’llaskyounext

timeifit’sfineformydaughtertocomeand

visitme.

YohNokhanyaI’mtiredidon’twannagetinto

thiswithyou.

Hestartedwalkingaway.

Me:Whyareyoutreatingmelikethis?

Hestoppedthenlookedatme.

Him:doingthistoyou?Nokhanyayouarethe

onewhohatesme!Youhatemeformakingyou

pregnantandthenontopofthatyouhatemy

unbornbaby

Him:That’snotfair

Me:Isit?Youdon’twannagotothedoctor,you

don’tknowhowfaralongyouare.Youdon’t

evenhavemomentsalonewhereyouactually

rubbingyourtummy.Eversinceyoufell

pregnantyoualwaysangry,youalwayscrying.



AdmititNokhanyayouhatemybaby,you

resentevenfallingpregnantoramilying?

Ikeptquiet.Hesmiledbutitwasn’tafriendly

smile.

Him:Forgetit,goodnight.

Hewalkedaway.Iwishpartofwhathesaid

wasn’ttruePART49UNTILYOU’REMINE
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IloveGeshandidon’tlikewhat’sgoingon

betweenusrightnow.Iknowalotofpeople

mightthinkthatI’mevil.Mostpeoplemight

thinkthatI’munfairandwhatnot,butthetruth

ofthematterisyoudon’tknowhowmuch

painfulitistoknowthatonestupidmistakehas

ruinedmywholefuture.Iwenttobedthatnight

veryhurt.Geshdidn’tevencometobed,idon’t

knowifhewenttosleepwithLesediorwhat,I

can’tbelievethathisdoingthistomeatthis



pointofmylife………………………..

Iwokethefollowingmorning,ididn’teven

wannawakeup.Deathsurelyshouldbeeasy

becauselifeisdifficult.Theonlysongthat

playedinmyheadrightnodwas“Thegameftlil

wayne_Mylife”.Ididn’twannaliveanymore.I

batheanddressedupthenwenttothekitchen.

Itwasquietidon’tevenknowthattheyare

around.Imademyselftoeat,andtheycamein

alllaughingandtalkingnicelywithBagslooked

liketheywentshopping.Ilookedatthetimeit

was11:00amididn’trealisethatIsleptforthis

long.Thelaughingandtalkingseizedwhenthey

sawme.

Lesedi:Hi..

Me:Hey..

Iwasn’tgonnagiveherattitudeoranything.I’m

justtiredalliwannadoiskeepquiet.Shetook

bontleandtheywenttothebedroom.Geshput

theplasticsdown.Hesatonthehighchairat



thekitchencounteroppositeme.

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I’mgoodthanks.

Him:Whatareyougonnadotoday?

Me:iwannahookupwithmyfriend,it’sbeena

whileimisshim.

Him:him?

Me:Yes,hisnameisPatrick.Wehavebeen

friendssincefromanearlyage.Iwasthinking

thathecouldaccompanymetothedoctorfora

checkup,don’tworryhisgonnapay.

Geshkeptquiet.Ilookedupandrealisedthat

hislookingatme.

Me:What?

Him:Don’tyouthinkthatit’sAppropriateforme

togowithyou?

Me:icanseehowbusyyouarewithLesediand

Bontle.Ireallydidn’twannabeanuisance,i



don’twannadisturbyallbonding.

Heexhaled.

Me:Canyoupleaseborrowmeyourphone?I

wannacallhimandaskifwecanmeetup

Hejuststooduptooktheplasticsandwent.I

heardaknockatthedoor.Iwenttoanswerit

anditwasRiley.Irolledmyeyes

Him:IsGeshhere?

Me:Yes.

Heslightlypushedmeawayandentered.

Him:Whereishe?

Me:Youdorealisethatthisismyhouse?

Him:And?

Me:I’mnotgonnaentertainyoutoday.Anyway

canyoupleaseborrowmeyourphone,iwanna

makesomecall

Hetookouthisphoneandhandedittome,but

thentookitback.



Him:Whodoyouwannacall?

Me:afriend

Him:Whichfriend?

Me:Areyougonnaborrowmeyourphoneyes

orno?

Him:ijustwannaknowthe“friend”

Me:HisnameisPatrick.

Him:Soit’sa“He”

Me:Yes..

Him:Whydon’tyouaskGeshtoborrowyouhis

phone?

Ikeptquiet

Him:Exactly!

Riley:Gesh!!!!

Geshshowedupaftersomefewseconds

Gesh:Ey

Riley:Yowareyoucool?



Gesh:YeahmanI’mAyt

Theygreetedeachotherwithhandshakes.

Riley:Wannagooutforaspin?

Geshlookedatme.

Gesh:Yeawhynot.

Riley:Aytlet’sgo.

Theywalkedout.Ithrewmyselfonthecouch

thinkinguntilithoughtofLesedi.Igotupand

wenttoherroom.Iknocked

Her:Comein

Iwenttoin.

Me:Canyoupleaseborrowmeyourphone?

Her:Sure

Shegaveittome

Me:DoesithaveAirtime?

Her:ithinkso

Itookitandwentout.IcalledPatrickandlucky



formeheanswered.

Wetalkedforawhileandagreedtomeet,i

askedhimtocomeandpickmeupandhe

agreed.WheniwasdoneigaveLesediher

phoneback.IwenttowaitforHiminthemain

gate,althoughitwasalongwalkthere.Hekept

hispromiseandsawhiscarcoming.Heparked

bythegateandittookhimawhiletocomeout,

buthefinallydidandapproachedme.Icould

seethedisappointmentinhisface.

Him:hi..

Me:Hey

Hedidn’tevenknowwhattosay.

Him:Wecango.

Wegotintohiscarandwenttomaxisin

Wonderparkmall.Thissilencebetweenuswas

reallygettingtome.

Me:Pleasesaysomething

Him:Whatdoyouwantmetosay?



Me:Howdisappointedyouare

Him:I’mtrulyspeechless

Me:ifuckedupthistimearound

Him:Youtrulyhavefuckedup!

Me:I’mgoingthroughalotalready,andidon’t

wantyoujudgingme.Ijustmissmyfriend,i

misstalkingtosomeone.Canijustspendthis

daywithyou,withoutyoujudgingme?

Hesmiled.

Him:Finewhatdoyouhaveinmind?

Me:iwouldliketogotothedoctorfirst.I

haven’twentthereeversinceI..Youknow

Him:Why?

Me:longstory.AndI’mgonnaneedyoutopay

formyappointmentplease

Him:Whereisyourbabydaddy?Isheevenin

thepicture?

Me:Heis,wejusthavingproblems.



Helookedatme..

Him:Itsfinelet’sgo.

Wewenttohisfamilydoctor,theyallowedme

toconsultunderhisnameonhismedicalaid.

Althoughtheyneededhisparentsapproval,we

calledhismomandsheapproved.

Thedoctorlookedatme.

Him:Howfaralongareyou?

Me:itrulydon’tknow

Him:Whenwasyourlastappointment?

Me:Never

Helookedatmeshocked.

Him:Youhaven’tbeentothedoctoreversince

youfellpregnant?

Me:Yes..

Him:Howdoyougetthatright?

Me:ivebeenlivingontheruneversince.



Him:Okayweshalldoapregnancytestfirst.

Me:WhybecausewealreadyknowthatI’m

pregnant

Him:Wefindingouthowfaralongyouare.

Hehadmegochangetoahospitalgown,theni

peedonthatcup.Heputthepregnancytestand

itstatedthatI’mpregnantandalsohowfar

alongiam.Iwas24weekspregnant/6months..

Him:somethingisnotrighthere

Me:meaning?

Him:Youarewaytobigtobe6months

pregnant.Whenlastdidyoufeelyourbaby

moving?

Me:Itsbeenawhilenow

Him:Andyouneverbotheredtoconsult?The

babycouldbedeadinyourtummyandyou

won’tevenknow.

Let’sdoandUltrasoundscan.Iwasstartingto



getveryscared,mybabycannotbedead.He

didthescanandisawhimShakinghisheadas

helookedatthemonitor.

Him:Canyouhearhowfainttheheartbeatis?

Itwasbeatingveryslowanditwasfaintindeed.

Me:Doesthismeanthatmybabyisalive

though?

Him:Yesbutthebabyisinacriticalstate.Have

youbeenstressed?

Me:Alot

Him:Andthebabyseemsunderweight.

Thatwasn’tgood.

Him:wouldyouliketoknowthebaby’sgender

though?

Me:uhmyesplease

Him:Itsababyboy.

Wowihaveneverseenmyselfmotheringaboy,

ialwaysdreamedofhavingababygirloneday.



Hefinishedwiththescanandwipedmytummy

withapapertowel.

Heprintedoutthepicsandshowedme,the

babydidlooktinythough..

Him:Nowiwanttotestyouforonelastthing.

Me:What?

Him:Hypertension

Hewentanddidthecheckup.Heshookhis

headagain

Him:Itreads158/95mmHgthat’sveryhigh,the

acceptableBPisatleast120/90mmHg.You

havepregnancyinducedHypertensionjustasi

thought

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Him:Itmeansthatifyoudon’ttakecareof

yourselfyoumightgivebirthtoastillbornbaby.

Youreallyneedtotakegoodcareofyourself.

What’sstressingyou?



Tearswereatthevergeoffalling.

Him:isityourbabydaddy?Theonewhose

waitingforyouatthereception?

Me:Nothat’smyfriend.Andyesitismybaby

daddy.

Him:What’shappening?

Istartedcrying

Me:WejustfightalotandI’mtired,idon’teven

thinkthatiwannaliveanymore.

Hetookapieceofpaperandwrotesome

numberforme.

Him:Takethis.Thisisthebestpsychologisti

thinkyouandyourbabydaddyneedtoseehim,

becauseIfthingscarryonlikethisyougonna

losethebabyandworseyoumightloseyour

lifetoo.

HegavemealotofVitaminpillsandfolicacid,

toldmetoeathealthyandrestalotandstress

less…..



IthankedhimthenwenttoPatrick,wespentthe

daytogetherhetriedtomakedayvery

enjoyableforme.Hedrovemehomeand

wantedtocomein,iinsistedthatheshouldn’t

butheforced.Wewalkeduptomyplace,

openedthedoorandGeshwasatthekitchen

withhedidnotlookhappyatallhewasholding

bontle.

Patrickdidn’tevengreethim,hejustlooked

Geshthenafterhuggedmeandleft.The

awkwardmomentcame.HewenttoLesedi’s

bedroom,andiWalkedtoourbedroom.

IwaslookingattheSonarpicturesuntiliheard

thedooropenandcloseustaffedtheminmy

drawers.Helockedthedoor.

Hedidn’tturntolookatme.

Him:Nokhanyaihaveneverhitagirlbeforeand

I’mnotgonnastarttoday.

Ikeptquiet.Hetookthekeysfromthe

door,thenwalkedtothewardrobe.Hecame



backwithabelt.

Him:IfyouwannaactlikeachildthenI’m

gonnadisciplineyoulikeachild..

Me:AiinoGeshwait.

Him:I’mtiredofyournonsenseNokhanya,I’m

trulytired!

Hesaidthatwhilewalkingtowardsme.Icannot

believethisguyisdoingthisrightnow.PART50
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Ican’tbelieveGeshisgonnadothistomeright

now.Youknowwhenyouhavebeenbeatenalot

andsomeonecomestoyouinaactofviolence,

youcan’thelpitbutgetveryscared….Hekept

onapproachingmethenstoppedmyheartwas

literallybeatingfast.

Gesh:YaziNokhanya..



Heturnedaroundandtookafewstepsand

stoppedwithhisbackfacingme,itwasalmost

asiflikehewasthinking.

Hethenthrewthebeltonthebed,andturnedto

lookatme.

Him:Ung’hlulilenganekaKingSkhosana!(You

havedefeatedmeSkhosana’sdaughter)

Ididn’tsayanything.

Him:i….

Icouldseethathewasveryangrybuttryingso

hardtocontainhisanger.Hethenwentand

openedthedoor,hewentoutandbangedit…..

Isatdownonthebedcrying,thatwasveryvery

closeihaveneverseenGeshthismad..

Aftercryingistoodupandgotoutofbedroom,

thehousewasQuiettherewasnoLesediand

noGesh…

Isatdownonthecouch.ImissGeshsoomuch,

IlovehimverymuchandI’mtiredofalways



fightingwithhim.Thisdaysallwedoisnothing

butfight,andfight,andfight…….

Geshdidn’tcomebackitwasnow22:00iwent

tobathandworemypjs…………

TimewentandGeshwasnotbackistartedto

getveryworriedbecauseitwasaround00:00.

Wheniwasabouttogotobediheardthedoor

unlockingandpeopletalking,itwasGeshand

Riley.RileyhadGesh’shandaroundhis

shoulderssupportinghimGeshlookedsloshed!

Me:What’sgoingon?

Riley:Hewenthardonthebottle.

Rileylaidhimonthecouch.

Me:Wheredidyougethim?

Riley:Hecametomyhouseafterdrivinghis

babyMamahome.

Me:Thankyou..

Rileysentonthecouch’ssupportingarmall



lookingatme.

Him:What’sreallygoingon?

Me:We…

Tearsattemptedtofall..

Him:idon’treallyknowwhat’sgoingonandI

don’tcare,butwhatiknowisthatthisguyright

herelovesyoudearly.Thereasonwhyhedrank

isbecausehisstressed,hetriessohardto

makeyouhappybutthemorehetriestomake

youhappythemoreyougetsad..

Itwashardtoholdbackmytears.

Riley:Nokhanya

Ilookedathim

Riley:Pleasedon’thurtmybestfriend..

Hestoodup.

Him:I’llcheckuponhimtomorrow

Hewentout.IlookedatGesh.Amithisbad

thatidrovehimtothebottle?Itookoffhis



sneakers,thenwenttogetablanketandputit

overhim.Ithenwalkeduptoourbedroom.

Gesh:Khanyo….

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim

Hiseyeswerehalfopened

Him:Ngiyak’thandayezwa(iloveyou)even

thoughyouhateme,butI’llalwaysloveyou.

Hethenclosedhiseyes..

Me:i….

Itwasuselesstellinghimilovehimtoo

especiallyinthestatehewasin….

Iwalkedtothebedroomandgotinbed.

Icriedmyeyesout.

Me:Godtakemeplease,ican’tlivelikethis

anymore!

Icrieduntiligotaseriousheadacheand

passedout…………



Iopenedmyeyesinthemorningtheyfeltheavy,

iwenttothebathroommirrorandchecked

myselfoutmyeyeswereswollen.

Ipreparedawarmbathformyself.Ithengotin

andrelaxedinthebathtub.Myheartwasheavy,

tearsfell.Iwishsomeonecouldunderstand

howifeelrightnow……..

Igotoutofthebathtubandwenttodress.iput

onalongsummerdressandsandals.Icombed

myhairthentookmybagandwenttothe

lounge.Geshwasstillsleeping,ineededcash

soisearchedhimforhiswallet……..

Heheldmyhandasiwasdoingthat.

Him:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:i….

Heletgoofmyhandandisteppedbackabit.

Hesatupstraightallyawningwhilelookingat

me..

Him:Whereareyougoing?



Me:iwantedtogoanddosomeshopping

that’swhyiwassearchingyouforcash.

Him:ifyouwantcashpleaseaskdon’teverdo

that,don’tbeoneofthosegirls.

Me:Youreallythinkiwasgonnastealyour

walletthenrunaway?

Him:Didisaythat?

Me:Youimpliedit!I’mnotoneofthosehoes

thatyoudatedwhosleptwithyouthenafter

Robyouinthemorningandrunaway.

Helookedatme.

Me:I’mcarryingyourchildGeshwerewillirun

awaytoo?

Hegiggledabitandlookeddown.

Him:Yaz..

Hethenlookedatme.

Him:Ng’zokshayaNokhanyayezwa?(I’llbeat

youup)



Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedaway.

Him:ifthat’showyoutalktoyourfriendsmina

I’mnotyourfriend!

Me:AreyouGivingmethecashornot?

Him:NotwiththatAttitude,siyacela(weask)

Me:NowyouseewhyirollwithPatrick?Geez

Patrickismoreofafathertothisbabythan

you’lleverbe!

Iclickedmytongueandstartedwalking

towardsthedoor.Beforeievenmadeittothe

doorhepulledMebymyhair.

Me:AhhhhhhhhhhhhGesh!!!*screaming*

Hewaspullingmyhairtightthatitwaspainful

Him:Don’tevertalktomelikethatyouhear?

NokhanyaNg’zokshayaseriousNg’zokshaya

manjekwanele!(NokhanyaI’llbeatyouupnow,

enoughisenough)

Hethenletgoofmyhair.Iwantedtotellhim



shit.

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim..

Him:SityourpregnantrudeAssonthecouchI’ll

driveyoutothemall!!!

Me:i..

Hewalkedcloserikeptquiet.

Hepointedatthecouch

Him:Goandsitdown!

Iwenttositdown,hewenttothebathroomand

ranwater.Geshisviolentifeelnotsafearound

himanymore.Iwaitedforhimtofinish

bathing……………

Afterawhileismelthiscologneinthe

atmosphereandheCametotheloungefrom

thebathlookinghotasalways.Ifeltlike

standingupandkissinghim,notonlydidhe

lookgoodbuthesmelledgoodtoo.

HewaswearingablackJean,awhitet-shirtand



blackchucktailors,withhiswhiteBeaniehat

andasilvericonchainwithacrosspendant..

Hetookoutalabelloandputitonhislips.I

lookedathimashewasapplyingittohislips

thenwhenhewasdonehecurvedhislipsasif

likehewasKissingMethroughtheairifEnglish

didn’tleaveme.

Him:ithinktheyfinelet’sgo..

IstoodupandfollowedhimtohisX6…………..

Heplayed“TheSagaftAKA”

Iwatchedhimasherappedalongtothesong,

whileslowlyrubbinghisnosebridgehehada

Fossilwatcharoundhiswrits.Whatmakesme

fightwiththisguyMara,andistillcan’tbelieve

thatigothim,hismineoutofallthegirlshe

choseme.Ilookedathimthinkingthatwe

gonnahaveonecutebaby…….

Wegottothemallandwewenttoackermans

firstiwasallcheckingbabyclothesandhewas



followingmewhileplayingwithhisphoneandi

wasbusycheckinghimout.

Hewastypingandyawningubethangoveris

killinghim,iwasstandingtherestarringathim.

Afterawhilehelookedatme,ilookedawayand

continuedwalking.

Thatwentonandonuntilheputhisphonein

hispocket.

Ifeltsomeunusualactivityinmytummy,itried

toignorebutitKeptongoingonandonthati

putmyhandonthehangersforsupport.

Him:What’swrong?

Me:idon’tknow..

Iputmyhandonmytummyicouldfeelthe

impactitwasoverwhelming.

Me:ithinkyouneedtogethelp

Hecameandputhishandonmytummy.Isaw

himsmiling



Me:idon’tthinkthisisamusing

Him:ithinkthebabyiskicking

Me:Really?

Him:Ya

Me:Wellicouldalreadytellthathisgonnabea

soccerstar

Gesh:Itsahe?

Me:Yes..Ihadthedoctorcheckthegender

Him:That’sgood

HethengothishandOffmytummy,icontinued

walkingandiheardmovementbehindmei

turnedandlookedathimhewasdoingthenae

naedancebuthedidhowChrisBrownwas

doingitonthatloyalvideolookingall

excited,butstoppedasiwaslookingathimand

clearedhisthroat.Ifacedthefrontagainall

smilingaskingmyselfwheredidigetthiscrazy

nigga.PART51UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Wedidabitofshoppingforclothesthen

groceriesandwenttoWimpy.

Hejustorderedavanillaandchocolate

milkshake.Geshdoesn’tlikeeatingatall,andi

orderedmyselfaburgerandSoda.

Me:Whydon’tyoulikeeating?

Him:I’mjustnothungry

Me:Areyousureit’snothangover?

Him:partofit.It’sthat.

Me:Marawh…

Him:Let’snottalkaboutthathere.

Me:okay

ItookouttheJ7thatheboughtmeandputa

simcardit’sbeenawhilesinceihadphone……..

Aftereatingwewentstraighthome.Idecidedto

showhimtheSonarpictures.



Me:hisverytinythough

Gesh:Whyisthat?

ItoldhimeverythingthattheDoctortoldme.

Me:atleasthegavemepillssoI’llbeokay.

Hesatdownonthebed.

Him:Comeandsithere

Iwenttositnexttohim.

Him:Nokhanyaiwantyoutoknowthatididn’t

getyoupregnantonpurpose,itwasn’tmy

intension.

Me:iknowtha..

Him:Letmefinish

Ikeptquiet.

Him:iloveyousomuchandithurtsmeto

alwaysseeyouangryandsad,it’slikeI’mnot

doingenoughifeellikeI’mfailingyou.Imsorry

Nokhanyaforruiningyourfutureandyourlife

asawhole.Iknowrightnowyou’dratherbeat



schoolorhangingaroundwithfriendsandi

tookthatawayfromyou.Rightnowallim

askingforispleasegivemeachancetobea

fathertomybabyandagoodlifetimepartnerto

you.

Thosewordswerereallyhumbling.

Me:sinceweinthespiritofapologisingialso

wannaapologiseforafewthings.Ihaven’t

beenfairtoyouinalotofthingsandyouhave

beentryingijustdon’tknowwhyigetsoangry

sometimes.

Him:iunderstandyourfrustrationsrightnow

wehavetomakeacriticaldecisiondowe

wannaworkonourrelationshiporwebetterof

separatedbecausethisfightingandeverything

isjustnothealthyforus.

Me:That’strue

Him:PersonallyI’mhappywithyouandiwould

reallylikeforustobetogetherandseewhere

lifetakesus.Nokhanyaican’tkeepondoing



thisgetagirlpregnantthenbreakingupand

beingaparttimefatherI’mgettingoldforthat.I

wannasettledownandiwannabeafulltime

fathermakebetterdecisionsthanididwith

Bontle.That’sonlyifyougiveusachance

Ofcause

Me:I’dlikethat

Him:Soyoumeanyouwannabewithme?

Ismiledandnoddedmyheadyes.Hedidn’t

wastenotimehekissedme,Lordwhenlastdid

ihavethat..

Him:iloveyousoomuch

Me:iloveyoutoo

Heputhishandonmytummy.

Him:Andiloveyoutoo

Me:Andyouknowwhatwewouldloveright

now?

Him:What?



Me:Somedickinourlife

Helaughed.

Him:usileNokhanya(younaughty)

Igotupandsatontopofhim,westarted

kissingsmoothly.Itdidn’ttakelongforusto

takeoffiwasclothesandhimdoingwhathis

bestattakingmeplaceswithcaressingmy

body,kissingmeandsuckingmeincertain

Places.Idon’tknowifit’smyhormonesorwhat

butIgotverywetfromour4playthatialmost

came,that’swhenheslowlyenteredme.I

wasn’tontopofhimanymoreiwassittingon

thebedagainthewallwithapillowsupporting

myback.Iopenedmylegswidewithmyhands

holdingmylegsunderneath.

Itwasabitpainfulwhenheenteredmeorisit

becausewehaven’tdiditinawhile.

Imnotreallygonnagetintoexplicitdetailswe

suredon’twantPrecious’pagegettingshut

downduetoexplicitContentbutthenallicanis



hereallyfuckedmeoverandilovedit.Wehad3

roundsthat’showmuchwemissedeachother.

Whenweweredoneweshowered.Wewentto

sitattheloungebecausehewantedtowatch

somesoccermatch.

Iwassittingnexttohimwithmyheadlaidon

hischestandhimrunninghishandonmy

tummy..

Me:ivebeenthinking

Him:about?

Me:ThatI’llredomymatricnextyear

Him:ithinkthat’sagoodideaplustheyearis

almostover

Me:Whosegonnastaywiththebabythough?

Him:me

Ilaughed

Me:Really?

Him:YesI’llbeastayathomedad.



Me:Okay

Wedidn’tdomuchjusthadourromantic

momentsforthatday,andihadgotbackallmy

socialnetworksiwaskeepingintouchwithmy

Friendswhowantedtovisitmei

agreed……………………

WewokeupthefollowingdayitwasaSaturday

GeshdecidedthatweshouldgotoSowetohe

hassomebusinesstotakecareof,iagreed

plusillgettoseeQondiandmyGrandma…………..

WepreparedourselvesthendrovetoSoweto.

Wefirstwenttohishouseitwastimethathis

momandSisterfoundoutaboutthepregnancy.

Ididn’tgetthereactioniexpectedfromGesh’s

momMaravelewhatdidiexpect.

Gugu:Wow!Ican’tbelieveI’mgonnabeanAunt

forthesecondtime

Shecametotouchmytummy.Hermomsat

therelookingpissedashell.



Gesh:Letmeleaveyouguysalittle,ihave

somebusinesstotakecareof.

Hekissedmeandleft.Thatgavehismoma

chancetosayafewwords.

Her:ukhohlakeleNokhanya!Yaziufuzeuyihlo!

(youareevilNokhanyajustlikeyourdad)

Shestoodupandcametome.

Her:WahambawayomithaNokhanyawazi

kahleukuthiuSihleumzalawakho(youwent

andgotpregnantbySihleknowingthathisyour

cousin)

Me:ididn’taskforthistohappen

Her:Youdid!Ucabangaukuthimawuvula

amathangakuzoyenzakalani(whatdidyouthink

wasgonnahappenwhenyouopenyourlegs)

Me:OhwyaPleaselet’sblameNokhanya!Busi

it’snotmyfaultthatwenayouweren’thonest

enoughwithyourson!Youshould’vetoldhim

longtimeagoabouthisfathernoneofthis



would’vehappened!Soanymorewhose

supposedtobeblamedhereisyou!

Sheslappedmeacrosstheface..

Gugu:Mama!

Her:ifthat’showyoutalktoyourmotherthen

youwon’ttalktomelikethat!

Me:idon’thavetimeforthis

Istartedwalkingout.

Her:Hambanales’qalekisoos’thwele!(gowith

thecursethatyouarecarrying)

IknowwhatididiswrongbutGesh’smomhas

norighttobetreatingmelikethis.Iwenttomy

Grandma’shouseandshewasbusysweeping

theyardshedidn’tseeme.

Me:Koko

Sheturnedaroundshedidn’tevennoticethatit

wasme.

Her:Yebocanihelpyou



Me:ItsmeKoko,Nokhanya.

Shedroppedthebroomandlookedatme.

Her:Nokhanya!

Shecametomeandputherhandsonmy

cheeks

Her:Wha…KodwayiniKhanyo(whathappened)

Me:i…

EishtoknowthatI’vedisappointedmy

Grandmatooit’sanotherthing.

Me:iknowthatyouaredisappointedKokoand

I’msorry

Her:Don’ttalklikethat.I’mnotdisappointedI’m

justsurprised.

Ismiledandlookeddown

Her:wouldyouliketogoinsideandI’llmake

yousomethingtoeat?

Inoddedmyheadyes,andwewalkedinside.



Her:howisthebaby?

Me:thebabyhasminorhealthissuesandsodo

Ibutwe’llbefine

Her:Whatminorissues?

Me:ihaveHypertension

Her:What?

Me:YaKoko

Her:HaiI’mnotgonnahavethatletmechange

myclothesandwe’llgotophirishewillgiveyou

sometraditionalherbs.

Me:Kokothere’snoneedbecausethedoctor

gavemepills

Her:Nokhanyadon’ttellmengamapilisi

wesilingu(don’ttellmeaboutpills)

Me:OkayKokoletmecallSihleandaskifhis

okaywiththis,Ican’tjustputhisbabyindanger

withouthimknowing

Her:Sihleisthebaby?



Me:YesKoko

Her:Yooh!!

Icalledhim.

Him:Missingmealready?

Me:Notexactly

Him:What’swrong?

Me:I’mwithKokoandshewannatakemeto

thistraditionalhealerforsomeherbsthatwill

helpwithmyHypertension

Him:No..

Koko:Whatishesaying?

Me:Hissayingno

Koko:givemethephone

Igaveherthephone.Haioldpeopleandherbs

though!PART52UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Geshdidn’tagreetotheherbsthatmyGrandma

letthesituationgo.

Koko:idon’tknowwhatthebigdealisbecause

it’sjustherbs

Me:Kokowedon’tliveintheoldendays

anymore.

Qondienteredasweweretalking.Iwashappy

toseeheriwentuptoherandhuggedher.

Me:Heyyou,I’vemissedyou

Her:That’safirst

Me:Howareyou?

Her:I’mgoodandyou?

Me:I’mfine.Iseeyoureadytogivebirth

Me:Justafewmonthsleft.

Her:howisGesh?

Me:Hisokay

Her:Okay..Ihavetogo



Me:Wheretoo?

Her:tobuySphatlo(bunnychow)

Me:I’mcomingalong

Her:Areyousurethatyougonnabeableto

walkthere?

Me:QondiI’mpregnantnotparalysed.

Her:Okay

Me:You’llbuymetoo

Her:Areyougonnapayme?

Me:What?

Her:I’mnotanATM

Me:memissingyou?Itakethatback.

Shelaughed.Shegotthecashandwewentbut

shestoppedatthegate.

Me:Andthen?

Her:Waitingforsomeone.

WewaitedthenisawGuguapproachingus.



WhenshegottousshekissedQondi,iwas

shocked.

Me:Haibok’hambani?(what’sgoingon)

Gugujustsmiledandlookedaway

Qondi:asknoquestionsandhearnolies.

Wewalkedwiththemholdinghandsandiwas

holdingacandle,Geshcalledme.

Me:Hey

Him:Whereareyou?

Me:goingtogetSphatlowithQondiandGugu

Him:OkayyourGrandmotherdidn’ttakeyouto

theTraditionalhealer?

Me:Nope

Him:Good..

Me:Ya….didyouknowthaQondiandGuguare

dating

Gesh:What?



GuguandQondigavemeadeathstareall

Shakingtheirheads

Gesh:Whatdidyousay?

Me:i..It’snothing

Him:Noyoujustaskedmeifmysisterandyour

sisteraredating.

Me:I’mprobablyseeingthings..

Him:Nokhanya..

Me:OkayByeI’llseeyoulaterloveyou

Him:Nokhanyawa..

Ihungedup.

Gugu:ihavenowords

Me:ididn’tknowthathedidn’tknow

Qondi:Youareadisappointment!

Me:yallshould’vetoldmethatit’sasecret.

Qondi:uyaphapha(youaretooforward)

WegottothejointandwegotSphatlowitha2



litrecokeandpapercups,thenwesatoutside.

Guguwasn’ttouchingherfoodshelooked

stressed.

Me:What’swrong?

Her:Youarewrong,whydidyoutellGesh?Why

wouldyoudosomethinglikethatfor!

Shewasn’tlaughing.

Me:pholamaanuzobaryt

Gugu:Mxm..

IgotaWhatsAppmessagefrommyBitchez

thattheygonnacomeandvisitmetonightthey

gonnaspendanight.

Ismiled.

Gugu:looknowyousmiling.Yourlifeisdope

whilemineisabouttoend.

Me:YouscaredofGesh

Theybothgavemeaweirdlook



Me:Don’tfrethewon’tdonothinginfrontofme

Qondi:Heonceshotmeinfrontofyou

Me:Thatwasdifferent

Weateourlunch,thenafterwalkedhome.Iwas

veryfullandtiredistopped

Me:idon’tthinkicancontinuewalkingI’mtired

Qondi:ihopeyounotexpectingustocarryyou

home

Me:Ofcausenot!I’llcallGeshtofetchus.

Gugusnatchedmyphone.

Gugu:uyahlanya?(areyoucrazy)

Comeonwalkwealmostthere.

WewalkedtoourhousethennoticedGesh’s

carparkedathishouse,playingloudmusic.

Gugu:ngifile(I’mdead)

Me:kahlengodramabo!(stopbeingdramatic)

Mewalkeduptothemtheywerechillingatthe



fronthimandhisfriends.

Wegreetedthem,hegaveGuguadeathstare

thatGuguwentinsidethehouse.

Isatontopofhim.Qondigrabbedachairtoo

andsatdown.

Me:Whyyouallserious?

Gesh:Itsnothing

Me:Can’tbenothing

Him:getoffmeiwannagoandtalktomysister.

Igotoffhimandfollowedhim,Qondifollowed

ustoo.Guguwaspacingatthekitchen.

Gesh:YoudatingQondi?

Shekeptquiet,andlookedatQondi.

Gesh:Guguididn’tevenknowthatyoua

lesbian

Gugu:I’mnot..

Qondi:Don’tlie



Gesh:ShutthefuckupQondiI’mnottalkingto

you!

Me:Heydon’ttalktomysisterlikethat!

Hejustlookedatme.

Qondi:iguessit’sfineforyoutodatemylittle

sister,butwhenIdateyoursit’saproblem..

Geshkeptquiet.

Me:Exactly!

Geshwalkedout.Guguwalkedtoherroomwith

Qondifollowingher.

Iwentbackoutsidetowheretheyweresitting.

Icalledhimaside.

Me:Wehavetogo..

Him:Why?

Me:Becausemyfriendsarecomingoverandi

wanttobetherewhentheyarrive.

Him:OkaygosaybyetoyourGrandmother.



IwenttomyGrandma’shouse.Iopenedthe

door.

Me:Koko..

Iclosedthedoorandturnedaroundicouldn’t

believemyeyes,icouldn’tbelievewhomy

Grandmawassittingwith.Itookafewsteps

backbacktothedoor.PART53UNTILYOU’RE

MINE

[01/11,18:55]Ron:#54

IcannotbelievethatKokobroughtPhiriintoour

house.PhiriwaswearingtheSangomaattire

shelookedveryscary.

Me:KokoWtf?

Phiri:hlalaphantsi(sitdown)

Iwenttositdown.

Phiri:uMakebekangitshelangalendzabayakho

yehighhigh(yourGrandmotherhastoldme



aboutyourHypertensionsituation)

Me:thedoctorhastakencareofthatthankyou

verymuch

Phiri:Ntombatana(mygirl)..

Me:KokoijustcametosayGoodbyeI’llcome

andvisityousomeothertime.

Istoodupandwent.

Grandma:Nokhanya..

Iwalkedout,iseriouslycannotbelievemy

Grandmarightnow….

Geshsaidgoodbyetohisfriendsandwewent….

Him:Areyoualright?

Me:YajustmyGrandmacallingthetraditional

healeronme

Him:Didthetraditionalgiveyouanythingto

drink?

Me:No



Him:ithoughtiexplainedtoyourGrandmother

thatidon’twantyoufuckingwiththat.

Me:Youknowhowoldpeopleare

Wedidn’tdrivestraighthome,westoppedat

KFCtheonethatheowns.

Him:Gotafewthingsineedtotakecareof..

Wewalkedinsideitwasabitfull.Wewentto

theoffice.Someguywalkedin.

Him:Skhulu..

Gesh:Justicehowareyou?

Him:I’mfinethanks

Gesh:Caniseethebooks

Justice:Ofcause

HetookoutfilesandgavethemtoGesh.Gesh

satontopofthatsmalltable,andwentthrough

thefiles.

IlookedatJustice’snametagitwaswritten

“Manager”helookedatme..



Justice:Wouldyoulikeachair?

Me:NothankyouI’llbefine

Gesh:ithinkyouneedtositdown,thismight

takelong.

Me:Thisofficeissmallitmightsuffocatemei

thinkiwannasitinthedinningarea.

Gesh:Let’sgo.Justicebringthefilesalong.

Wewenttositinthemainareawithjustice

followingusandholdingthefiles.Geshtook

outhiscarkeys.

Gesh:Getmemylaptopinthecar

Justice:Yessir..

Justicewent.

Gesh:wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?

Me:uhmyaithinkI’llhavesomechicken..

Helookedaroundtogetoneofthecashiers

attentionbuttheylookedbusy.



Gesh:Gowherepeoplecollecttheirordersand

orderthere.

Istoodupandwentthere,thequeuewasabit

longthough.Iwaited,forpeopletocollecttheir

orders.Afterawhileifinallygottothecounter.

Me:Hi..

Cashier:Helloyouareordernumberwhat?

Me:ihaven’torderedyet.

Her:Okayiqueueyokuorderyileenextdoor..

Ilookedatthequeueitwasdamnlong.

Me:I’msorrybu..

Her:Haibosisingicelausuke(pleasemove)

ngisemsenbenzinilaangizangaukuzodlala(I

didn’tcomeheretoplay)

Me:uhmokayyoubeingveryrude

Her:rude?Rudeisyoucominghereandorder

withoutjoiningthequeueforthewhyMara?

Me:Wow..



AsiwasabouttomovejusticeCametous.

Justice:iseverythingalright?

Her:Nexbuda,cabanganjeudadeladoesn’t

wannajointhequeue(thissisterdoesn’twanna

jointhequeue)

Thewayshewasbeingrudeandloudit

attractedeyes.Othercustomerswereagreeing

withher.

Ididn’thavetimewiththisdrama.

IsawGeshcomingtous,hedidn’tlookhappy.

Gesh:Whyismywomanstillstandingherefor

thislong

Justice:I’msorryb..

Her:Sorrybhutiwenaandyourwomanwillhave

tojointhequeue.Imeanwhatmakesyou

specialastonotjointhequeue.

Gesh:Justicewhosethis?

Justice:ihiredherlastweek.Hernameis



Gladys

Gesh:Gladysdoyouknowwhoiam?

Gladys:idon’tcarewhoyouare!YoucanbeJZ

forallicarebutyouwillrespectusandother

people.

Customers:Yes,injaloucabangaukuthiubani

(whodoeshethinkheis)

Gesh:Justicepleasetellthispeoplewhoiam.

Hetookmebymyhandandwewenttosit

down.Justicemadetheannouncementisaw

peoplelookingatus,givingusthoseapologetic

looks.

Isawthewaitressapproachingus,lookingall

embarrassed.

Her:Beng’thandaukuxolisa(iwouldliketo

apologise)ihadnoideawhoyouwere,Askies

sisinawebhuti!

Me:Itsokayatleastitshowsthatyoudon’tlet

customerswalkoveryou..



Her:bengithukilemangizala(iwasscared

whenicamehere)ithoughtthatIwasgonna

losemyjob

Gesh:Youwillloseyourjobifyoudon’ttakemy

woman’sorder.

Her:Ohwyasorry,mayitakeyourorder

Me:uhmiwouldlikesome…2piecesofchicken

athighandadrumstickwith2minibuns…

Her:Wehaveaminiloaf

Me:Bringme2ofthose.I’dlikechipsandthe

mash.

Her:Anythingtodrink?

Me:Anyjuiceofsomesort?

Her:NowehaveSoda,coke,andFantaorange.

Me:getmecoke

Geshlookedatme..

Me:What?



Him:cokereally?

Me:Hauwhat’swrong?

Him:Ith..

Gladys:icanhavesomeonegoandbuyyoua

juiceatpnp

Geshlookedather.

Gesh:Don’teverinterruptmewhenI’mtalking

yezwa?

Her:Yessirsorry..

Me:ThankyouGladysthatwillbeall.

Shewentaway.

Me:What’swiththeattitudemanje?

Him:Itsnothing.

SomethingwasdefinitelybotheringbutIdidn’t

pushilethimbe.

IdecidedtotalktomyBitchezwhilewaitingfor

myorder.Myorderfinallycame..



Gladys:Hereyougo

Me:Thankyou

Gesh:Thattookforever

Gladys:Sorry..

Shewentawaylookingallnervous

Iignoredthatandate,whenibitintomy

chickenitwasrawinthemiddle.Ispititout.

Gesh:Yini?(what’swrong)

Me:Itsraw

Hecheckedit,isawhisfacechanging.He

stoodup.

Gesh:ExcusemeladiesandgentlemenKFCIs

gonnacloseearlytonight

Helookedatthecashiers

Gesh:Refundeveryone.

Everyonegotrefunded,thenthedoorsclosed.

Thestaffcameatthefrontlookingscared.



Gesh:WhoservedmyGirlrawchicken?

Theyallkeptquiet.

Him:I’mgonnaaskforthelasttime..Whodid

thisorder

Gladys:Thembadidthechickenhisourcook.

Geshlookedathim.

Gesh:didyoudothechicken

Henoddedyes

Gesh:Andyoudidn’tnoticethatitwasraw?

Him:Nosir..

Gesh:Youdidn’tevenknowthatitwasaspecial

table?

Him:Nosir

GeshturnedaroundandWalkedtowhereiwas

sitting.Hetookthechickenandwentbackto

them.HethrewthechickenatThemba’sface.

Wewereallshockedweallsigned.



Gesh:She’spregnantandyougonnamakeher

eatrawchicken!!!!

Themba:Iam..

Gesh:Getout!!Youfired!!!

PoorThembadidn’tsayanythinghewentto

takeoffhisuniform

Gesh:noneofyounoticedthathewassending

rawchickentopeople?

Theykeptquiet

Him:Okayfineallofyouaregonnaeatthe

chicken.

Hehadthewholechickenpieceswhichwhere

alottobebroughtatthefrontandthestaff

startedeatingitwasalotofchickeniswear

afterthistheygonnahatechicken.PART54
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WhatGeshdidtothemwasverypainful,ididn’t

likeitatall.Itwashecticnowsomewere

vomiting,somewerecrying.

Me:Geshithinkthat’senough..

Gesh:Wecomeacrosssomethinglikethis

againpeoplearegonnagetfired!

HelookedatJustice.

Gesh:Followmewiththosefilesandlaptop

Justice:YesSir.

Wewalkedouttothecar.

Gesh:Justiceihopewenotgonnahavethisrun

insagain

Justice:ipromise.

Wegotintothecarandhedrove….

Me:Thatwasuncalledfor

Him:Itwascalledfor.Khanyopeoplepaytoget



goodfood,eatingrawmeatcanbedeadly.

Me:Didyoureallyhavetomakethemeatit

though?

Him:That’stheonlywaytheygonnalearn.

Him:Stillhungry?

Iputmyhandonmytummy.

Me:Yesweare..

WepassedbyatMcDonaldsandgrabbed

somethingtoeat,thenafterwedrovestraight

home….

Wegotthereandhisphonerangheanswered.

Hewaspeckingmylipsashewastalkingto

whoeverthepersonwasontheotherline..

Thedoorbellrang.

Me:I’llgetthat*Whispering*

HespankedmyAssasiWalkedtothedoor.I

lookedathimhewinkedatmethenwalkedto

thebedroomwhilehewasstillonhisphone…



Iwenttoopenthedooranditwasmygirls,i

screamedinexcitementsodidthey.Theywere

broughtbyTiff’smom.Shedidn’tsaymuchjust

greetedandaskedhowiamandsaidshe’s

gonnafetchthemtomorrow……….

Theylookedatme.

Charl:Wowlookatyou,youarebig.

Tiff:thiswasunexpected

Me:Canwenottalkaboutthis,ijustwanna

enjoythismomentwithmygirls.

Tiff:iagree..I’vemissedyousoomuch..

Hereyesweretearyandsoweremine.She

huggedme.

Me:ivemissedyoutootiff..

Charl:idisagree

Welookedather.

Charl:iwannaknowwhothehellIsthisguy

whoruinedyourlife!Gotyoupregnant,andthen



madeyouquitSchool!!!!

Me:HisnameisSihle..

Charl:icarenotabouthisname!Iwannasee

himthenlookathimstraightintheeyeandsay

“Niggawhat’shappening”

Tifflaughed.

Me:AreyouHighonweed?

Her:NoI’mhighonanger.

Shewenttositdownonthecouch.

Charl:Whatarehiscredentials?Wheredoeshe

work?

Wewentandjoinedher

Me:HeownsKFC

Tiff:Wow..

Charl:Don’twowyet..Howdoweknowyounot

fuckingwithus?

Me:Lookatthishouse…



Shekeptquiet.

Me:Exactly..

Her:Wheredidhestudy?

Me:idon’tknow

Shestoodup.

Her:Aha!!!Iknewit!Hehasnoeducational

background

Me:ididn’tsayhisnoteducatedisaididon’t

knowwherehestudied

Tiff:DoesitmatterCharlene?

Charl:Ofcauseitmatters,itmattersalot

GeshCameintotheroom.

Charl:itmatterstoooooooooo.

AssoonasshesawGeshshehadnowords

anymoresheCameandsat.Geshlookedat

them.

Gesh:Goodevening



Tiff:hi…

Charlenejustwaved

Me:ThisaremyfriendsCharleneandTiffany.

Theygonnabespendinganightherehopeyou

don’tmind..

Him:Itsfine..I’mgoingtomeetRileyI’llbeback

Me:Okay

Hewent…

AlleyeswhereonCharlene

Her:What?Wegonnabehereuntiltomorrowso

there’sstillplentyoftimetotellhimshit.

Tiff:Youstillgonnarunyourmouthafterseeing

that?

Charl:Yesiwill..AfterI’vegottenoverthefact

thathishot

Tiff:Heisveryhotican’tdenythat.

Me:HeisAin’the?



Charl:Yes!howisheinbed?

Me:Let’snotgothereBitchezidon’twannaget

yallhorny.

Tiff:Canijusthavehimforanhourplease?I

promisetobringhimback..

Welaughed

Me:idon’tshare!

Charlenestoodupandwentuptothekitchen.

Me:Howarethingsbetweenyouandyourbf?

Her:Who?Ben?

Me:Yes

Her:Aghthatbastard!

Me:Troubleinparadise?

Her:Wellnotex..

Charlenecameinwhileholdingabottleall

smiling

Charl:GuesswhatI’vefound?



Me:What?

Charl:Benzene!

Tiffstoodupandwentuptoher.

Tiff:Shitwhenlastdidihitthat?

Charl:Areyouthinkingwhatimthinking?

Tiff:Let’sgetatowel

Me:Holdup..Youguyssmokethat?

Charl:Nohunyouinhaleit

Me:Youdoingdrugs?

Charl:Hellno!Drugsyougottaaddthingsand

dosomechemicalshittoit,butthisisahappy

gaskindalike.

Me:Thissoundsdangerousandpoisonous

Tiff:Getthetowel..

Iwenttogetatowel…

Me:Areyouguysreallygonnadothis?

Tiff:Yesandsoareyou?



Me:imgood

Charl:ComeonKhanyo

TheybeggeduntiligaveIn..Theyputitinthe

towelandiinhaled….

Afterafewsecondsofinhalingshitdidthings

tomeiwaslaughingnonestopididn’teven

knowwhatwasfunny..Wecontinueddoingit

andimustsayiwasreallyenjoyingthefeeling

especiallylaughing,weweredancingtoasong

thatonlyexistedtouswewerefallingonthe

floor,I’veneverhadthismuchfunwewere

laughingonthefloor.

Thedooropened,Geshwalkediniheardhim

talkingtosomeoneonlytofinditsRiley.They

lookedatus.

Me:Hey..Hey..Hu…Hu..

Tiff:Whatthefuckareyoutryingtosay?

Welaughed..

CharlenelookedatGesh



Charl:ihavebeenmeaningtowantingtotell

youthat..

Welaughed..

Charl:Thatyouareverycuuuute..Yourlips

makemehorny..

Me:Youhornypregnantbiatch!!!!

*laughing*

Thegirlsalsolaughed..

Tiff:Omgcanikisshim?

Me:Goahead..

Shestoodupandwenttothembutendedup

touchingRiley’shair

Tiff:Yallhishairissoooooft..

Shecameandfellonuswhilewewerelaughing.

RileyandGeshlookedateachother.

Riley:Areyouseeingwhatimseeing?

Gesh:ThemBitchezisstoned..



Wewerejustonthefloorlaughingourlungsout

thatifeltsomepaininmyribsfromlaughing.
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Geshwasn’tgonnagavenoneofthat,hedrove

CharleneandTiffanybackhometogetherwith

Riley.Iwenttobedtosleepabitbecauseihad

aseriousheadache……….

Afterrestingiwokeupandwenttowashmy

facethenwenttothekitchenandmademyself

somethingtoeat.Iputmydishinthesinkwhen

iwasdone………

RileyandGeshgotin,theywerearguing.

Riley:Calmdownman,youheardwhatthe

Doctorsaid.

Him:I’mfuckencalmman!



Hewasholdingpills,hecameandputthem

ontopofthecounter.Hewasstandingnextto

mewithhishandsonthecounter.Hewasabit

inpain.

Me:Areyouokay?

Heturnedandlookedatme.Outofnowherehe

slappedmeacrosstheface,Rileycamerushing

tohimandheldhim.

Gesh:Letmegoman!

Riley:icannotletyoudothismanthinkofyour

baby,youhurtheryouhurtyourbaby.

IhaveneverseenGeshthisangry.

Him:I’veacceptedthatyoudon’twantmybaby

Nokhanya,justdon’tkillhimplease!It’sonlya

fewmonthsforyoutogivebirththenicanraise

mysonaloneandyoucangetonwithyourlife

withyourfriendsthatdon’thaveabrain.

Icouldn’tbelievethatGeshhitme.Rileywas

holdinghimtightashewasAttemptingto



escapeandcometokillmeprobably.

Gesh:Angisak’funiNokhanyayezwa?(idon’t

wantyouanymoreNokhanya)

Rileylethimgoandhewalkedout,Rileylooked

atmeandshookhisheadthenfollowedGesh.I

understandhowGeshfeels.Howcanibethis

stupidthough?Whatifsomethinghappensto

mybabyhisbeenthroughalot…………..

Iwenttobedwithabrokenheartthatnight.

Whatamisayingialwaysgotobedwitha

brokenheart………………………..

InthemorningiwaswokenupbyGeshbutI

didn’tgetoutofbeditsoundedlikehewas

bathingiclosedmyeyesandpretendedthatI’m

sleeping.Aftersometimetherewassilence……..

Iwokeupandwenttobathwheniwasdonei

wenttothekitchenbutstoppedatthepassage

Geshwasonthephoneieavesdropped.It

soundedlikehewasonthephonewithLesediit

wasonloudspeaker.



Gesh:Whatisshedoingnow?

Lesedi:Sheisbreakingallmymom’splates

pleasecomeandtalktoyourdaughter.

Geshlaughed.

Lesedi:Sowhencanwecometovisit?

Him:Idon’tknowwhendoyallwannacome?

Lesedi:Tomorrow?

Gesh:aytcool..I’llfetchyou.

Lesedi:OkayBye

Gesh:Bye

HewasallsmilingasiWalkedintotheroombut

assoonashesawmehisfacechanged..

Me:hi..

Hewaseatingcereal.Hedidn’ttalktomehe

keptquiet.

Me:Todayihaveadoctor’sappointmentiwas

wonderingifyouwouldliketocomealong



Hekeptquiet,stoodupandwenttoputhisdish

inthesink.

Me:GeshI’msorryaboutwhathappened

yesterday.

Hethenwenttotheloungetookhiskeysfrom

thecoffeetableandhisphonethenwent.I

understandthathisangryandallthatbut

ignoringmelikethisisnoton….

DayspassedwithGeshstillnottalkingtome,

LesediandBontlewerearoundtheywerelike

onehappybigfamilyagainandasalwaysiwas

likeasidechick.Ispentmostofthetime

lockedinmybedroomididn’twannadisturb……..

OneafternoonwhenIwaslayinginbediheard

aknockatmydoor.

Me:Comein..

Lesediwalkedin.Iwonderwhatshewanted.

Shecametositnexttome.

Her:howareyou?



Me:I’mokay

Her:Howisthebaby?

Me:Hisfine..

Her:Itsaboy?WowluckyyouGeshalways

wantedaboy.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:helovesyouNokhanya,helovesyouwith

allhisheart.

Me:Excuseme?

Her:imeanGeshlovesyou.

Me:Ohw

Her:Yes.Youtheonlythingthathetalksabout,

Ican’teventempthim.Youalwaysinhismindi

canseeitinhiseyesthathelovesyou.

Ikeptquiet.Shestoodup.

Him:Consideryourselfthemostluckiestgirl

alivetobelovedbythatguybecauseipromise

youHedoesn’tlovethateasily.Heneverloved



mewellnotthesamewayashelovesyou.

Shesmiledatmeandthenwalkedout.

WellifheLovemethenwhyisheignoringme

likethis,it’sbeendaysnowyoucan’tbeangry

atsomeonethatyouloveforthislong……….

Thedaywentbyitwasnownighttime,iwentto

bathandworemypjs.Iwenttothekitchenand

passedthemintheloungetheywerealleating

pizza.

Lesedi:HeyKhanyodon’twannajoinus?

Me:NothanksI’mfine..

Idon’tknowwhattheyweretalkingaboutbut

I’msureitwasfunnybecauseLesediwas

laughinglikecrazy.

Isatatthekitchencounterandwenton

Facebookiwastiredofbeinglockedupinthe

bedroom.

Iheardaknockatthedoor.Whocoulditbeat

thistimeofthenight,istoodupbutGeshbeat



metoithewenttoopenthedoor.

Gesh:Thankyouforcoming

Person:Thankyouforcallingme

Thatvoicesoundedfamiliar.Icouldn’tbelieve

whowalkedin.Itwasmymother.Iwantedto

goandhugherbutIwasscaredimeanthelast

timeshesawmeihadaflattummy.

Geshlookedatme.

Him:Maybeyoucanknocksomesenseinto

yourdaughter.Canigetyourbags?

Mymomgavehimhercarkeys.

Shelookedatme.

Her:Nokhanya..

Me:Ma..

Shesmiled.

Her:I’mnotevengonnagetahug?

Iwentuptohugher.Iwascryingonher



shoulder,sowasshe.

Me:ivemissedyou..Youdon’tknowhowhappy

iamthatyouhere

Her:iknowSihlecalledmeandtoldmethatyou

neededsomehelp.

Shelookedatmytummy

Her:iwishhecalledmesooner.

Me:Momiknowthatyouaredisappointed

and…

Her:Let’snottalkaboutthatnow.Rightnowmy

priorityisyouandmygrandchild.

Lesedicameinthekitchen,shelookedatmy

mom.

Lesedi:Goodevening.

Mom:Evening..

Momlookedather.

Mom:Youlookfamiliar



Me:YasheisSihle’sbabyMama..

Mymomlookedatherfromheadtotoe.

Mom:isee

Lesedi:Letmegoandbathbontle

Shewent.Geshwalkedinwithmymom’s

luggage.

Gesh:I’llputthemintheguestroom.

Mom:notsoofastyoungman!

Hestopped.

Mom:Areyoucrazy?

Geshlookedatherallconfused

Mom:Youcan’thaveyourexandyourgirlfriend

underthesameroofwhatdoyouwannaseea

volcano?

Ifoldedmyarmsandsmiled

Geshdidn’tknowwhattosay.

Me:Andpleasetellhimtostophittingme



Mom:Youhither?Myhusbandisabusivebut

hehasneverhitmewhileiwaspregnantwith

hisbaby!!

Gesh:didshetellyouwhyihither?Shewas

highonbenzene

Sheturnedandslappedmeilookedatherlike

wtf?

Her:Youdonelostyourmindhaven’tyou?What

don’tyouwantthisbaby?Sayso,sothatyou

cangivethebabyupforadoption!PART56
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Wekeptquiet.

Mama:Youguysneedtositdownandtalk

aboutthis,whetheryouwantthisbabyornot!

I’mstandinghereandalliseeis2irresponsible

peoplewhoaregonnaputthisbabythroughhell!

Mymomwasseriouslyangry.



Mom:ababyisagiftfromGoddespitehow

theywereconceived.Thebabyhasn’tbeenborn

yetbuthereyouareputtinghim/herthrough

hell

Me:Itsahe..

SheGavemeadeathstare.

Her:Bytheendofthisweekiwannasee

progressthatbothofyouarefitparentsifi

don’tseethatI’mcallingthesocialworkersthat

babyisgonnabeadoptedorhisgoingtoan

orphanage….

Shewalkedaway.Geshandistoodtherenot

knowingwhattosay.

Him:Yourmomraisedvalidpoints.

Me:iwannahavethisbabyGesh.Yesatfirsti

didn’twanthimbutnowthingsaredifferent.

YoushouldknowthatMedoingbenzenewas

nottoharmthebabyitwasjustachildishact

anditwillneverhappenagain.



Him:imustalsosaythatbringingLesedihereis

notright

Me:Thenwhydoyoukeeponbringingherhere?

Him:BecauseIwantedtogetbackatyou.I

thoughtmaybeifibringanotherwomanhere

you’llprobablywakeupandrealisethatyou

needtogetyouracttogether.Iwastryingto

hurtyouthesamewaythatyouhurtingme.

Me:ihaven’tbeenfairtoyouandI’mverysorry..

Ithinkweshouldtryonelasttimebutthistime

makeourbabythefirstpriority.

Him:Areyousure?

Me:Yes

Hecamecloserandputhishandsaroundmy

bigbelly

Him:iloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo

Wekissed………………………………



Timewentiwasnow8monthspregnant.Iwas

stresslessandhappymostofthetime.Having

mymomaroundthehousewasablessing.

Geshandiweweregettingalongjustfinethere

waslessfights.Lesedineversetherfootinmy

houseagain,GeshwouldonlyFetchbontle……..

Iwokeupthatmorningtosomethingsmelling

goodiknowthatmymomhadprepared

breakfast.Igotoutofbedwalkingtothe

bathroomwasthelongestwalkofmylife.Iwas

bigbutthat’sbecausetheHypertension

situationhadcontributedalottomyweight.I

tookmymedseverydaythat’svitaminsand

folicacidmyHypertensionwascontrolledi

triedtoeatlessnonsenseandiatemore

greensandiwouldexerciseeverynowand

then……………….

Iwashedmyfaceandbrushedmyteeth,then

wenttothekitchen.Mymomwascooking

breakfastshewasevenwearinganapron,while

bontlewassittingonherhighchairplayingwith



herfood.

Me:Morning..

Mom:thereismylittleelephant

Me:Don’tstart

Shelaughed.Isatonthehighchairwhichwasa

bitofastrugglefirsttoclimbit.

Bontlewasmakingnoiseandthrowingherfood

around.

Me:Heywenawhosegonnacleanthat?

*shouting*

Mom:andthenwhat’swrong?

Me:idon’tknowithinksivukengoleft.

Her:manjeabakwaleftbafunaukudlaini?(what

wouldyouliketoeat)

Me:Justcerealandjuice

Her:yaanivukengoleftserious

Me:WhereisGesh?



Mom:Hewokeupveryearlyandwent,ithinkhe

wenttoseethatwhitefriendofhis.

Me:GoodforhimatleasthehasTimefor

friends.

Mama:givehimabreakNokhanyathepoorguy

hasbeenwithyou24/7thepastfewdays.

Idon’tknowwhybutiwasobsessedwithGesh

nowiwantedhimnexttomeeveryminute.

Herphonerangshelookedatitandtheclicked

hertongue

Me:Whosethat?

Her:Itsyourfather

Me:Whyareyouignoringhiscalls?

Her:Itsnothing

Me:momyouhavebeenlivinghereforawhile

nowhowdidyourcrazyhusbandletyouwalk

outofhishousejustlikethat?

Her:itwastimeNokhanya.



Me:timeforwhat?

Her:tomakebetterdecisions.HadI’vebeena

goodmomtoyou,idon’tthinkyou’llbeinthis

situation

Me:Don’tblameyourself.Youareagood

motherandalwayshavebeen.

Her:Thankyou

Herphonerangagain.Thistimesheanswered..

Mom:What??…..Kingjustsignthedivorce

paperssothatwecanmoveon….What?…Don’t

callmeagainfornonsense!

Sheclickedhertongue.

Me:WowThuliineverknewyoucanbethis

feisty!

Her:There’salotthatyoudon’tknowaboutme.

Me:SoyouguysareGettingadivorce?

Her:Yes..

Ilookedather.



Her:What?

Me:I’mproudofyou

Shesmiled

Her:Thankyou..Gobathsowecangoanddo

someshopping

Me:Okay.

Istoodupandtookbontleandwewenttobath.

I’vegrowntoloveBontletooasiflikeshewas

myown.Afterbathingwedresseduptheni

tookherandwewenttositintheloungewhile

wewaitedformymom.Bontlewasnow1and

sincesheknowshowtowalkEyyshe’salways

runningaroundanddoesn’twantustopickher

up….

Mymomfinishedbathingshepickedbontleup

whostartedcryingthenwewenttothedoor.I

openedandthewasagirlstandingthere.She

lookedshakenandveryscared.Shelookedlike

shewasondrugsordidn’tsleepfordays.Her



eyeswereredandshehadblackmarksaround

hereyes.Shelookedlikeshewasinhermid

20sandshewasskinny.Shewasn’tblackshe

wasacolored.

Her:Hi..

Hervoicewasabitscratchy

Me:Hello

Her:idon’tknowificameintherightplacebut..

Shelookedaround.

Her:Canipleasecomein

Me:uhmokay..

Mymomandlookedateachother.

ShecameInandisatherinthelounge.

Mom:wouldyoulikeanythingtodrink?

Her:Nothankyou..I’mactuallylookingfor

Gesh,doeshelivehere?

Me:Whoseasking?



Her:MynameisCarolineandi..

Somethingfellinthekitchenandshejumped!

Her:Whatwasthat?

Mom:I’llgocheck

ItouchedherandshewasShaking

Me:Areyouokaywhyareyousooscared?

Her:ithinkihavetogo..

Me:Nowait..

Shestoodupandwenttothedoorifollowed

her.WhensheopenedGeshwasatthedoor.

Caroline:Gesh..

Geshlookedatherwithhiseyeswideopened.

Gesh:Carolwtfwhatareyoudoinghere?

Carol:Theyfollowingme…GeshiLostallthe

drugsI’msorry..

Geshgotinandclosedthedoor

Gesh:iunderstand..



Mymom.

Gesh:ThulipleasetakeBontletothebedroom,

andNokhanyatoo

Me:Geshwhat’sgoingon?

Hekissedmeonmyforehead.

Him:justdoasisay.

HewenttothebedroomandCamebackwitha

gun.

Mom:ohhZim!Kwenzakalani?(what’s

happening)

Gesh:isaidinthebedroom!!

Hewentintothekitchenwindowandpeeped

throughoutside.

Gesh:Werearethey?

Carol:Theyidon’tknow..

Healsowentandopenedthedoorthen

checkedaroundandcamebackin.Helocked

thedoor.



Mom:ithinkweshouldgotothebedroom

Me:I’mnotgoinganywhere

Gesh:ItsfineThulipleasetakeBontletothe

bedroom.

Mymomwenttothebedroom.Geshlookedat

me.

Him:closeyourearsthen.

Me:What?

HepointedthegunatCarolandstarted

shootinghimrepeatedly.

Iscreamedandwenttositinsomecornerall

closingmyears.

Idon’tknowhowmanytimesheshotherbut

herbodywaslayingonthegroundalllifeless…

Suddenlytherewasaknockatthedoor.The

personknockedandknockeduntiltheytriedto

bustthedoor.

GeshCametomeandstretchedhishandtome.



Him:Comeongetup.

Istretchedoutmyhandtohimandhehelped

metogetupaswewaswalkingtothebedroom

thedoorbustedopen,Istoodbehindhimand

hestartedshootingatwhoeveritwasatthe

door.Theotherpersondidn’tplanongoing

downthateasilyashewentdownheshotGesh,

luckilythebullethitGesh’sshoulder.

Gesh:Fuck!!

Me:OmgareyouOkay?

Him:Imokay..

Hetookouthisphoneandgaveittome.

Him:GointothebedroomandcallRileytellhim

wehavecompany!

Me:Whosedoingthis?

Him:Justgo!

Ikissedhim.

Me:iloveyou



Him:iloveyoutoonowgo..

Iwalkedtothebedroombutistoppedinthe

passageandlookedathim.

Me:Gesh

Helookedatme

Me:Don’tdie..

Hesmiledatme.Icontinuedwalkingand

knockedmymomopened.Bontlewascrying.

Mom:What’sgoingon?

Itookbontle

Me:idon’tknow.

IcalledRiley.

Him:Gesh.

Me:ItsNokhanya..Geshsaysyallhave

company.

Him:Fuck!!

Hehungedup.Wesattherenotknowingwhat



washappeningontheothersidebutiwas

sittingthereandprayingthatGeshdoesn’tdie,

notuntilhemeetshisson.PART57UNTIL
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Wesatthereforalmost2hoursnotknowing

whatwashappening.Theonlythingweheard

wheregunsandscreamsyaziitwasamess

bontlewascryingnonestopnomatterhowi

triedtorockher…

Aftersometimeiheardaknockatourdoor,my

momandilookedateachothertheniheard

Anathi’svoice.

Me:She’safriend,open.

Mymomopened

Anathi:Hey…..Areyouguysalright?



Me:Wefine,justbontleshe’straumatised.

Shetookbontlefromme..

Me:IsGeshalright?

Her:Yahisfine,Rileytookhimtothehospital

forthebulletinhisshoulder.

Iexhaledthatwasarelief.

Mom:Canwecomeoutnow?

Anathi:Uhmtheyarestillcleaningit’sgonna

takeawhile…………

Wewaitedforthemtofinishcleaningwhenthey

weredonewecameout.Everythinglookedfine.

Thefloorswherecleanliketherewasnever

blood,someonewasevenfixingourdoor.

MymomaskedtotalktomeInprivate.

Her:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I’llbefine

Her:Isthisthekindoflifeyouwannalive?You

don’thavetolivelikethisKhanyowecango



andgetourownplace..

Me:Momdon’tplease..IloveSihleandI’mnot

gonnaleavehim.

Sheheldmyhands.

Her:I’veneverthoughtthatmybabygirlwould

livesuchalife.I’vealwaysdreamtthatyou’ll

marryasaneboysuchasPatrick.

Ichuckled.

Me:Hisnotmytype

Her:andSihleis?Nokhanyahowdoesoneget

attractedtoaguywholivesarecklesslifelike

this?

Me:YouMarriedDad

Her:inmydefenceididn’tknowthathewasa

drugdealer..

Me:Youwon’tunderstandMa.

Her:iwantyoutobehappy

Me:iamhappywithGesh



Her:Promise?

Me:ipromise

Shehuggedme.Wewentbacktositwith

Anathi,bontlewasfallingasleepwithAnathi

rockinghertosleep.

Anathi:ithinkshewassleepy

Me:Probably..

GeshandRileywalkedin.

Theygreetedus…Rileylookedatme

Him:iwishyouweretheonewhogotshot!

Me:AndI’mwonderingwhyyoustillalive.

Rileyandiliketeasingeachother,that’show

wegetalong.HeputhishandonAnathi’s

shoulder

Riley:Readytogo?

Anathi:Ya..

Shestoodup,istooduptooandtookBontle



fromher.Shewassleepingnowiwenttoput

herinbedandgaveher,herdummytosuckon

itwhileshewassleeping.Geshstoodatthe

door.Iputablanketoverherandtookoffher

sandals.Itwasnowaround19:00.

Hedidn’tknowwhattosayandneitherdidi.He

camecloser.

Him:Sorryaboutwhathappened.

Hecouldn’tevenlookmeintheeyehewas

ashamedofwhathappened.

Him:IfyouwannaLeavemeiunderstand..

Me:I’mnotleavingyou.

Helookedatme.

Me:iloveyou,andI’mnotgonnaleaveyou.At

leastyoudidn’tdie

Hechuckledandcameclosertome.Hekissed

me.

Me:Whowerethosepeople



Him:RememberwhenItoldyouthatyougonna

beyourFatherandbrother’senemies?

Me:Yea?

Him:Theykidnappedoneofmygirls,stolemy

drugsthenaskedhertoleadthemtome.That’s

whyihadtokillher

Me:Wtf?

Heranhishandonmycheek.

Him:That’showitisinthedrugworldbaby.Kill

orbekilled.

Me:Mydaddoesn’tloveus.

Him:Why?

Me:Heobviouslyknowsthatmymomandiwe

herebutstillhesendspeopletokillus?

Gesh:WhathedidwasnotAyt.

Me:Andthat’swhyihatehim.

Icannotbelievemyfatherrightnow.Mymom

prepareddinnerandweate.Whenwewere



doneiwenttobathwaswearingmyshortpj

pantsandatopwithsleepersthattookashape

ofadogsface.ItoldmymomthatI’mgonna

washdishesshecansleep.Iwasallwashing

dishes,theywerenotalot…..

IheardGeshsingingbehindme.

Him:<3Focused,I'mfocused

Shegotabodylikethat

Iain'tneverseennothinglikethat

Likeafantasyinfrontofme

Ithinkthatsomethingspecialisgoingdown<3

Ismiledbutididn'tshowhim.Hehuggedme

fromthebackwithhishandmakingitsway

insidemypjpants,hewasgentlybitingmyneck

whilestillsinging.

Him:Shesaidit'sherfirsttime

Ithinkshemighthavelied

FeelssogooddamnandIdon'tknowwhy



I'maddicted,somethinglikeanaddict

GotmetwistedbutstillIgottahaveit…

Ilaughed..

Him:Oh,no,no,oh,no,no

She'sconfident

Oh,no,no,oh,no,no

AndI'mdownwithit

Oh,no,no,oh,no,no

She'sconfident.

Me:ineverknewyoulistentoJustinbeiber?

Him:onlythatspecificsong.

Me:Ohwyeah?

Him:Yeap

Hecontinuedkissingmyneck,withhishand

rubbingmyclit,ipartedmylegsabittogive

himeasyaccess.Icouldfeelhishardshaft

againstmyAss.



Iputmyhandaroundhisneck,withmyeyes

closedandbitingmylowerlip.

Iwantedtohavehimalready.Hewenttoinsert

hisfingerinsidemyalreadywetvaginalhole,

onefingerbecametwofingers,andilowered

myhanduntilitmadeitswayinsidehispants

hewasveryhardasigavehimahandjob.We

werebothmoaningsoftlywhenweheard

someonehummingfromthepassage.Iturned

aroundandGeshstoodbehindme.Itwasmy

mom.

Her:Ohhhdidiinterruptsomething?

Me:Nope,iwasjustuhm…Wewere..Iwas

washingdishes.

Gesh:Andiwashelpingher.

Shelookedatus.

Her:Ohw..

Shepassedusandwenttothefridge.

Geshwhisperedinmyear.



Him:ifyouryourmomknewhowhardiwasshe

wouldbequick.

Ilaughed.

Mymomlookedatus.

Her:What'sfunny?

Me:Nothing.

Shetookoutaglasspouredmilkandsatdown.

Geshwhisperedtomeagain.

Him:Issheserious?

Me:shhhhh!

Shelookedatusandwesmiled

Mom:KhanyogofetchmyBible,Geshsitdown

wehavetoprayandchasethisevilanddead

spiritsinthishouse.Ican'tsleepthishouseis

heavyafterwhathappenedican'tsleep.

Westartedmovingtogether.

Mom:Geshsitdown..Plusiwannatalktoyou.



Gesh:shouldwedothisright

now?

Mom:Yes..Comesitnexttome.

Shepulledachairforhim.

Mom:Comeandsitrighthere…

Wedidn'tsayanything..

Mom:What'stheproblem?Areyouguys

siamesetwinsnow?Can'tseparate?

Eishthisisadifficultsituation.PART58UNTIL
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Weweresavedbybontlecrying,mymomwent

tocheckuponherandwequicklywenttoour

bedroomalllaughing.

Me:ithoughtshewasnevergonnaleave



Him:Metoo.

HepulledMecloser.

Him:Doyouknowhowmuchiloveyou?

Me:Nopeidon’tknow

Him:Thenwhydon’tijustshowyou

Hekissedme.

Me:soyougonnashowmehowyouloveme

throughsex?

Him:pointofcorrectionlovemaking

Me:istandcorrectedthen

Hewenttolockthedoor.Hethencameand

kissedme,thatsmoothdeepkiss.

Weslowlymovedtothebedwhiletakingour

clothesoff…Hewentandsuckedmybreasts

whilewewerestillstandingtherelikethat.I

don’tknowwhymyhormoneswherealloverthe

place.Weplayedwitheachotheragainthis

timehewasrubbingmevigorouslyiwas



moaningandallthat.Thehardestpartisthat

thepositionswehadtodowherelimited.Sowe

justlaidinbedwithhimbehindmeandhetook

itfromthebackwhilestillrubbingmyclit.I

swearthisguywastakingmeplacesandfrom

howhemoanedtooiprobablywastakinghim

placesalso.Hedidn’tcomeinsideofme

thoughforthesakeofthebaby.Wehad3

roundsthelastrounditwasatthebathroom

withmeontopoftheshelfwhereweputour

towelsandmylegswidespread.Ashe

increasedthepacethemoreiscreamed…………

Wetookashowertogetherwhenweweredone

andwenttobed.Fromhowiwastireditdidn’t

takemethatlongtopassout………….

DayspassedittwasnowSaturdayandwewas

goingtoseethedoctor.Wewokethatmorning

veryEarlypreparedourselvesthenwewentto

thedoctor.Wewenttowimpyfirstandhad

breakfastthenafterwewenttothedoctor….



Iwashappytolearnthatmybabywasdoing

wellandwealsohadanobstetricianwhodid

themathandtoldmeexactlywhenI’mgonna

givebirth.

Geshdecidedthatwespendthedaytogether

justwonderingabout

Itwasgoodspendingtimewithhim,ilovedhow

wewasn’tfightinganymorebutmadlyinlove……

Wewenthomeataround16:00andwhenwe

openedthedooricouldn’tmyeyesaseveryone

screamed“Surprised”.Ilookedaroundthere

wasblueballoonshangingaroundmyfriends

werethere,GuguandQondiweretheretoo.

AnathiandRiley.MymomandGesh’smom

there.Iwalkeduptotheloungeeverythingwas

preparedbeautifully.Blueandwhitecakewitha

babybottleontop,theyhaddecoratedthe

wholeloungewithbabyclothes.Therewasa

posterWritten“Congratulationsit’saboy”What

wasmorefunnywasthateveryonewaswearing



whitevestswithbluetrackleggings.Theywere

wearingbabyhatsandhaddummiesintheir

mouthsicouldn’thelpitbutlaugh.

RileyandGeshdidn’tstaytheywent.

Charl:Doyoulikeit?It’syourbabyshower

Me:icanseebutwhat’sfunnyiswhatyouguys

arewearing.

Tiff:Waituntilyouseewhatyougonnawear

Theycamewithabluepolafleece.

Me:There’snowayI’mwearingthat

Tiff:Comeon

Me:I’mgonnalooklikearabbit

Her:That’sthefunpart.

Ididn’targuefurtheriwentandworethecrazy

thingastheylaughedwhenicameoutandall

laughing.Gesh’smomwaswearingherusual

clothesyoucanjusttellthatshewouldrather

besomewhereelsebuthere.



Theygavememypresentsandiopenedthem,

wehadanicedaymusicwasplayedwedanced

andallthat.Weatehotdogs,thensnacksand

thenthecake.Asweweredancingisawmy

momandGesh’smomwalkingtothebedroom.

Theydisappearedforquitealongtimethati

wenttocheckuponthemandfoundthem

arguing.Theydidn’tseemethough.

Mom:ifyousoagainstSihleandNokhanya’s

relationshipthenwhatareyoudoinghere?

G.mom:iamherebecausemysoncalledmeto

comeandididn’twannadisappointhim!Thuli

youknowidon’tunderstandwhyyou

encouragingthisnonsensewhenyouknowvery

wellthatuGeshnoKhanyobayahlobana

Mom:MaybeifyoutoldGeshthetruththenwe

wouldn’tbeheretoday!

Gesh’smomsawme.

Her:maybeishouldjustleave



Mom:Finally!That’sthebestthingyou’vesaid

allday.

Shewalkedandbumpedmeofftheway.

Mom:HeyBusiifyouhavesomethingtosay,

thensayitdon’tbebumpingmychild!

Gesh’smomturned.

Her:Whatwouldisaytosomeonewho

obviouslydoesn’thaveabrain,youare

encouragingincest!

YoudeservetoburninHell!

Mymomapproachedherandiheldherhand.

Me:JustLeavehermomshe’snotworthit!

Sheclickedhertongueandwent…

Mom:iswearoneofthisdays!

Me:Mxmleaveherlet’sgobackandjointhe

others….

Wewentbacktojointheothersandwehada

goodtime………..



Dayswentandfinallyiwasduetogivebirth.

Geshdrovemetothehospitalthedaybefore.

Everythingwaspreparedformeinmywardi

evenhadflowersandcardsfromfriends

wishingmegoodluck.Idon’twannalieiwas

scared.Ichangedintomynightiesiwasn’t

gonnawearthehospitalgownforshit..

Igotinthatsmallbed.

Geshsatnexttomeandheldmyhand.

Him:Areyoureadyfortomorrow?

Me:I’mmorescaredthanready,especiall

ysinceyouwon’tbearound.

Geshwasnotgonnabeheretomorrowas

alwayshehadsomebusinesstotakecareof.

Him:ifeelverybadthatiwon’tbehere.

Me:Can’tyoucancel?

Him:Nobabyican’t

Me:Whatcouldbemoreimportantthanthe



birthofyourson?

Him:idon’twannafightKhanyo

Me:I’mnotfightingI’mjustasking

Him:ican’tchangemylifestyleNokhanya.I’ma

drugLordandI’llforeverbeadrugLord.

Me:Andyousoproud

Hegavemeaseriouslook

Ikeptquiet.

Hestoodup.

Him:ithinkit’sbetterthatiLeave..

HetriedtokissmebutIjustfacedtheother

way.

Him:Goodluckfortomorrow..

Hewent,tearsstartedfallinghowcanGeshput

hisshadydealsbeforehisson.Ihadamidwife

whostayedwithmeovernight,itwasaheand

hewasgaywasmakingmelaughatleasthe

mademeforgetabitabouttomorrow.His



nameisNhlanhla.

WechilledthatnightandwatchedTvchickflick

moviesuntilipassedout…………………………….

Iwaswokenupbyasharppaininmybackand

somecramps.Atfirsttheyfeltlikeperiodpains

andialsofeltlikeiwashavingarunning

stomach.Itriedtoignorebuttheygotstrong.I

gotoutofbedbusybreathinginandout,

Nhlanhlawassleepingonthechair.Iwentto

thetoilettopee,iwasbusypushingbecausei

feltlikeiwasgoingtohavearunningstomach

butnothing.Iwentbacktobedthistimearound

isatupstraight..Thecrampskeptoncomingi

stoodupandslowlywalkedaroundtheroom.I

wenttothetoiletagainbutstillnone.Icame

backtotheroom,Nhlanhlawasnowawake..

Him:Nokhanya..

Iwasnowcrying.

Me:What’shappeningtome?



HestoodupandCametowalkmetobed.

Me:Kub’hlunguNhlanhla(it’spainful)

Him:Nxesesisi..(sorry)

Hesatmeonthebed.

Nhlanhla:Letmegetthenursetogiveyouan

epidural.

Hewentanditookmyphone,thencalledGesh.

Hewasn’tanswering.

Me:Pleasepickup..

Hepickedupafter5timesoftryinghim.

Him:Nokhanya*Sleepyvoice*

Icouldn’tholdbackanymoreicried,like

seriouslycried.

Him:What’swrongDoll?

Me:I’m..I’m..Dying..Geshuyang’limaza(his

hurtingme)

Him:Whereisthemidwife?



Hisreallygonnaaskmeaboutthatatthistime.

Me:AhhhhhhhhhhhhGesh!!!!!!!!

Iwasnowscreaming.

Him:OkayNokhanyacalmdown..

Iwasscreaminglikeseriousscreaming..

Him:OkayfineNokhanyaI’mcoming

Me:Hurry!!!

Hehungedup..

Nhlanhlacameinwithsomenurseandthey

injectedme.Afterawhileistartedfeelingabit

better.Isatupstraightonthebedwith

Nhlanhlaputtingpillowsbehindmetryingto

supportmyback…

Nhlanhla:YouseeKhanyoyoudoinggreatnow..

Me:iam?

Her:YesI’msurewecanholdaconversation

Me:Okay.



Hesatdownnexttome.

Him:Tellmeanything..

Iputmyhandonmytummy.

Me:Well..Ahhh..

Him:Don’tgivehimattentionuyadelela(his

disrespectful)

Me:Butwhyishehurtingmelikethis?

Him:ufunaiattentionnjemasingamniki(let’s

notgivehimattention)

Thepaingotbetter,weweretalking……..

……………….

Geshgotinassoonasisawhimicried..He

cameandhuggedme.

Him:AskieskeI’mhere..

IlookedatNhlanhlahewasallstarringatGesh.

Me:Tellhimthatitstartedearly

HesaidnothinghewasstarringatGesh.Gesh



lookedatNhlanhla

Gesh:Didtheygivehersomethingforthepain?

Nhlanhlawasquitewithhismouthhalfopened

Me:Nhlanhla!!!!!

Hesnappedoutofit.

Him:Welli..Ithi..Nurse..

Hestoodupandwentoutallbumpinginto

things.

Gesh:ithathakahlelemidwifeyakho?(isyour

midwifementalstable)

Me:HisgayGeshOfcausehisnotmental

stable!!

Helaughedabit.

Igavehimaseriouslook.

Me:Thisisnotimetobelaughing

Him:Askies..Eishng’khohliweukuthiuyatefa(i

forgotthatyouareacrybaby)



Me:Yoursonistryingtokillmeandthefirst

thingyousayisngiyatefa?

Him:Askiesididn’tmeanitthatway.

Ashewasholdingmeifeltapanicattack

creepingin.IstartedbreathingabnormallyGesh

puthishandonmychest.

Him:Nokhanyawhat’swrong?

Me:idon’tthinkI’m…….

Him:No..No..No..Nokhanyabreathnormally..

Iwasgettingabitdizzytoo..Icouldfeelmyself

hyperventilating,Geshwastalkingiheardhis

voiceslowlyfadingawaymyeyeswereclosing.
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Islowlyopenedmyeyes,iwasabitdizzy.Itried

movingbutifeltasharppaininmyabdominal

area.



Gesh:Heytakeiteasy.

Iputmyhandinmytummy,andmytummy

didn’tfeelthatbigifreakedout.

Me:Geshwhereismybaby?

Him:Relax..

Me:Don’ttellmetorelaxwhereismyson?

Him:Nokhanyacalmdownhisfine..

Me:Ifhisfinethenwhereishe?

Him:Whenyoupassedoutthedoctorsquickly

didaC-sectionbecauseyouweresuffocating

thebaby.

Me:Whereisheiwannaseehim

Him:I’lltakeyoutohim..

Hegotmeawheelchair,igotoutofbed.

Him:Easydon’thurtyourself

Isatonthewheelchairandhepushedmeto

wheremybabywas.Hewasinanincubator,he



lookedhealthyTomebuthehadmachine

helpinghimtobreath.Hewassoocuteand

adorableicouldn’tbelievethathecameoutof

me.Ifelttearsfillingmyeyes.Geshcrouched

nexttome.

Gesh:Hisamazingisn’the?

Me:That’smyson?

Him:That’sourourson.

Me:Sorryiforgotthatyoualsocontributed.

Him:thedoctorransometestssaidhisfine.

Theyjustgivinghimanoxygentoopenuphis

lungssinceyousuffocatedhim,whenyougot

theattack.Yourwaterbrokeintheprocessand

theyhadtotakehimout.

Me:HemadeitGesh.

Gesh:Hisonestrongfella.

Ican’texplaintheexcitementiwasfeeling,i

wasinlovewithhim.



Gesh:Yourmomcameupwithaname

Me:Ya?

Him:Lwazi

Me:iloveit.LwaziSkhosana

Gesh:NexNokhanyahemusttakemysurname

Me:Wenotmarriedphela

Gesh:Thatdoesn’tmatter..

Thedoctorkeptupinthehospitalforaweek.I

couldn’treallyhavephysicalcontactwithLwazi

justasyetuntilafteraweekwhenthedoctor

saidhisokay…………

ThatmorningNhlanhlabroughthimintothe

ward.

Nhlanhla:Meetyourmom..

Hehandedhimtome.Holdinghistinybodylike

thatwaswow..

Nhlanhla:Aveemuhleufananobabakhe(heis

beautifullikehisdad)



Iheldhistinyhandhewassleeping.

Nhlanhla:Awushokodwaumthathephiumfana

omuhleso?(Wheredidyougetsuchahotguy)

Me:Ngimtholekude(igothimfar)

Welaughedandiinstilledpainonmyself,my

operationwasn’thealedyet.

Nhlanhla:I’msureyouarehappyukuthiyou

goinghometoday

Me:YaiamHisdadisgonnafetchushisonhis

way.

Nhlanhlawipedhisfacewithhishands.

Nhlanhla:ngikahlechomza?(doilookfine)

Me:Yausharp.

Geshwalkedin.

Me:speakofthedevil..

Nhlanhla:HaichomzaI’llseeyou.Hewalked

out.



GeshCametoushewasallstarringatLwazi.

Me:Wannaholdhim?

Him:Yasure..

Hetookhim,hewasalllookingathim.Isawhis

eyesgettingmisty

Him:Helloboy..

Hesatdownonthechair.

Me:Ithinkishouldbathbeforeweleave

Hedidn’thearawordisaid.

Me:Gesh?!

HewasallconcentratingonLwazi.

Iwenttothebathroomandbathe,Geshhad

broughtmeclothes.Ifeltfreshbutmy

operationwasstillpainful.

Me:Let’sgo

Itookthebag.

Me:icanholdhim..



Him:Nait’sfine.

WewalkedoutwiththeNurseskissingLwazi

andsayingByetohim.Nhlanhlaandi

exchangednumbers…………..

GeshwassoinlovewithLwazithatheeven

wantedtodrivewithhimididn’tallowidon’t

wannahaveanaccident…….

……….

Wegothomeandtheyhadturnedoneofthe

bedroomsintoanursery.Itwasjustbeautiful…

.

.

.

4monthshadpassedbabyLwaziwasdoing

wellunfortunatelyhehadpneumoniasowe

wouldbeinanoutofthehospitalmostofthe

time.ItwasnowDecemberandiwaspreparing

toRegisterformatricagainnextyearbutiwas

gonnadoitatsomecollege…..



IwokeupinthemorningGeshwasnotnextto

me.Igotoutofbedandwenttothebathroom,i

heardnoiseintheloungeiwentGeshwas

playingxboxwithLwazisittingnexttohim

Me:Gesh

Him:hmmmm?

Me:AtwhattimedidyouWakeup?

Him:idon’tknow.Lwaziwokemeup.

Me:Lookatyallstillwearingpjs

Him:WefineNokhanya.

IwenttotakeNokhanyahecriedwhenIpicked

himup..LwaziwasveryfascinatedbyGesh’s

retardedgames.

Gesh:Leavehimhedoesn’twant.Me:unlike

youHehastobath.

Iwenttothebedroomwithhim,stillcryinglike

that.Iputhimonthebed,theniwenttoprepare

hisbathforhim.Itookhimandibathehim..



Whenifinishedbathinghimiwentdressedhim

uphewasstillcrying.GeshCamein.

Him:Whyishestillcrying?

OnethingaboutGeshisthatheneverwantsto

hearhissoncrying.

Me:Itsyouandyourgames.

Isatdownandstartedbreastfeedinghim……

Gesh:howcanhenotcrywhenyouhave

interruptedourgame?

Me:Aghthosegamesarestupid!

Lwazibitmeasiwasbusybreastfeedinghim.

Me:Ouch!!!!

Gesh:What?

Ihithimatthebackofhishand,hestarted

crying

Me:Hebitme!I’mneverbreastfeedingyou

again!!*shouting*



GeshCameandtookhim,hegavemeadeath.

Him:Nevereveryellorhitmysoneveragain

uyangizwaNokhanya(youhearme)

Me:Hebitmedoyouknowhowpainfulitis?

Him:idon’tcareNokhanya!!Don’teverhitmy

childeveragain!

Hewalkedoutwithhim.Ilookedathimlikewtf?
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YoucanneverdoanythingtoLwaziwhenGesh

isaround,formeandLwazitohavethis

conversationagainI’llhavetowaitforGeshto

go…………..

Hisphonerangnexttome,itwasLesedii

answeredshewasallcrying.

Me:Gesh’sphonehello..

Her:WhereisGesh?



Me:uhmI’mnotsurewhereheis

Her:Nokhanyaimreallynotinthemoodwhere

isGesh?

Me:idon’tknowwhattotellyoubecausehis

nothere..Canyoucallhimlater?

Her:NoI’mnotgonnacalllater!!

Shehungedup.Mymomwasnotaroundshe

wenttovisitmyGrandmaforafewdays…

Igotupfromthebedandwenttothelounge

GeshandLwaziwerenotaround…………

Iwenttobath,thenwheniwasdoneiwrapped

atowelaroundmywetbodyandwenttothe

bedroomwheniheardthedooropeningand

closing.IwenttocheckwhoitwasandItwas

GeshandLwazi.

Me:Whereareyallcomingfrom?

Gesh:Wewenttogetfreshair

Me:Whileyouwearingpjs?



Him:NoonesawthatitwasPjs..

HegavemeLwazi.

Him:iwannabath.

Me:Lesedicalled

Isawhimgettingirritated

Him:Whatdoesshewant?

Me:idon’tknowGeshshesoundedprettyupset

shewascrying

Him:Shewillbefine.

Me:What’sgoingon?

Him:What’sgoingwithwhat?

Me:idon’tknowheybecausenotsolongago

youguyswhereatightfamilyandtodayyou

looklikeyouhateherguts!

Him:Ungaqali(don’tstart)

Me:I’mjustasking

HejustGavemeanawkwardlookthenwalked



tothebathroom…

IlookedatLwaziwhowassuckinghisdummy.

Me:meandyouwenolongertalkingtoeach

other..Don’ttalktomeandiwon’ttalktoyou.

Hesmiledatmealmostdroppinghisdummy.

Me:Don’tsmilebecauseI’mnotsmilingwith

you..

Iputhimonthebed.Balancinghimwithpillows

sothathedoesn’tfall……Istoodthereall

lookingathimshameihadthemostbeautiful

Sonever.

Geshwalkedinshirtless.

Me:Youdone,soquick?

Him:ihaven’tevenstarted

Me:Ohw

IcontinuedstarringatLwazi.

Him:What’swrongwithhim?



Me:Nothing,I’mjustadmiringhislooks

Him:Allthankstomygenethatdominated..

Ilaughed.

Hecamecloserandstoodbehindme.He

startedrunninghishandsfrommythighsallthe

wayupdroppingmytowel…Lwaziwasstarring

atus.

Him:Thisisawkward

Me:Itsnotlikeheknowswhat’sgoingon.

Him:Wenothavingsexinfrontofmyson

HeywhenGeshsayshissonuqedile.

Me:HeyiKonjeyouandyoursoniforgot.

Hechuckled.

Me:Don’tyouthinkhisgonnacryifweleave

himalone?

Him:NaaI’llbequick

Welefthimandtookthebabymonitor.We



wenttothebathroomandwewasallkissing,

wedidn’tgetthatfarwhenLwazistartedcrying.

Him:Notnow!

Me:YouandSonremember?

IsmiledandWalkedaway.Whenigotintothe

bedroomhestoppedcrying.Istartedapplying

lotion.Geshgotinandlookedathim

Gesh:Ngiyak’gabhaLwazi(iaytwithyou)

Ilaughed.

Me:Whathappenedto“meandmyson”

Hegavemeaseriouslook.

Him:Ngizok’phoxa

Ilaughed.Hewalkedoutandwenttobath.

IlookedatLwazi.

Me:Yabonawenauyimpintshiyegazingenala

Ntwana(youaremyrealhomie)

IStretchedmyhandtohim.



Gesh:NokhanyaSkhosanaicanhearyou,

uzoswaba!(you’llbesorry)

AfterclothingilaidinbedwithLwaziallplaying

withhim……

WhenGeshwasdonehecameintothe

bedroomlookingatLwaziwhilesquintinghis

eyes..

Gesh:wenang’grandngaweuyafanano

gogowakhouThuli(I’mAytwithyou,youare

justlikeyourGrandmother)

HegotdressedandtookLwazithenwewentto

thekitchentomakebreakfast.Therewasa

knockatthedoor.Geshwenttoopen.Isaw

himwalkingbackinbuthewaswalking

backwardstofindthatitwasmydadand

Thandotheywereholdingtheirgunsagainst

Gesh.

Gesh:KhanyotakeLwaziandgo

Iquicklypickedupmyson.



Thando:There’snoneedforthatKhanyo

becauseweareheretofetchyouandmom..

Me:I’mnotgoinganywherewithbothofyou!

Firstofallyoucomeintomyhouseandpullout

gunsinfrontofmyson!!!

Theyputtheirgunsaway.Mydadlookedat

Geshwhilesmilingbutitwasaconnivingsmile

Dad:Soyoufinallydidit?Youfinallygotmy

daughterpregnantandruinedherfuture!

Mydadstartedclappinghands.

Dad:Bravo!

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Gesh:Don’tlistentohim..

Thando:Youdidn’tknowlilsis?

Thisguyplayedyou.Youwerejustapartofhis

revenge!

Dad:Hegotyoupregnantonpurposetohurt

me!Hedidallthistohurtmethenafterturned



mywifeagainstme!

Me:WhatishetalkingaboutGesh?

Geshkeptquiet.

Thando:Tellher!Tellherhowmuchyoudon’t

loveherthistoyouwasjustrevenge,youknew

thathewasyourcousinbutyoustillwentfor

herbecauseyouwereseekingrevenge

Me:What?

Gesh:iloveNokhanya!

Thando:Ohwreally?Doessheknowthatyou

recentlysleptwithyourbabyMama?Doesshe

knowthatyallreallyneverbrokeup?

Me:Geshwhataretheytalkingabout?

Geshhadnowords.

Me:Soit’strue?

Gesh:i…

Me:Wow!!



Istartedwalkingtothebedroom,Thando

followedme.

Thando:I’llhelpyoupack

Me:Getoutofmyhouse!!!

Him:Khanyo..

Me:Youandyourdadgetoutofmyhouseright

now!!!!!!

Theylookedatmethentheywalkedout.Igotto

Lwazi’sroomiputhiminhiscribandstarted

packinghisthings.GeshCamein

Him:Nokhanyalet’stalk

Iignoredhim..

Him:babypleasedon’tgo,idon’tthinkI’ll

survivewithoutyouandLwazi.

Istillkeptquiet.Hetriedtotouchmebuti

slappedhim..

Tearswherefalling..

Me:Pleasetellmethatwhattheysaidisnot



true.Pleasetellmethatyoudidn’tplaymejust

togettomyfather.Pleasetellmethatyouand

Lesediwerelongdone..

Him:Nokhanyai..

Me:Tellmeit’snottrueGesh..

Hecameclosertomealltouchingmebuti

yankedhishandOff

Me:Atleastlietomeandtellmethatit’snot

trueGesh..

Him:iloveyouNokhanya..Yesatfirstitwas

aboutrevengebutthenifellhardforyou..

Iwipedmytearsandstartedwalkingout.He

heldme..

Me:Letgoofme..

Hisvoicewasbreaking

Him:Pleasebabydon’tdothis,I’msurewecan

workthisout..

Me:I’mdoneGeshI’mtakingmysonandwe



leaving..

IgothisHandsoffmethenwentandtookmy

son.Hestoodatthedoorblockingus.Hiseyes

wereteary.

Him:Nokhanyapleasetellmewhatineedtodo

tofixthisandI’lldoit,justdon’ttakemyson

awayfrommeplease..

Althoughiwashurtbutitwashardtoseehim

inthatstateicouldseethathewasbroken

Me:Geshmoveplease

Him:Okayfine..

Iwalkedout

Him:justknowthatifyouleaveI’mgonnakill

them..

Me:What?

Him:YourfamilyI’mgonnakillthemallof

them…Yourdad,brothers,yourmom,Qondi

andyourGrandmother.



Me:Youcan’tdothat

Him:TrymeNokhanya..

Iwenttomybedroomputmysononthebed

andgotmyluggagebagandistartedpacking.

Hetookhisphoneandcalledsomeone..

Gesh:YowRileyineedhelpmyNinja…..Yeathis

isabigone..

Hethenlookedatme.

Gesh:iwantustogoMassacreonsome

family……Tonightwillbeperfect!!

Hethenhungedup..Hewalkeduptome.He

puthishandsaroundmywaist..

Him:Leaveandtheyallgonnadie!

Hekissedmeonmyforeheadandthenwalked

away.PART61UNTILYOU’REMINE

[01/11,18:59]Ron:#62



Geshiscrazzy!!Hehastotallylostitrightnowi

swear.

Me:idon’tknowyoulikethis

Him:Thenyoudon’tknowmeatall.

Me:Yougonnakillmywholefamilyjust

becauseyouwantmetostaywithyou!After

you’vekeptonhavingarelationshipwith

Lesedi!!*shouting*

Lwazicried,Geshpickedhimup.

Gesh:Shhhhh

Me:GiveMebackmyson!*shouting*

Hegavemeadeathstare.Istoodupandwent

tohimtryingtotakeLwaziforcefullybutGesh

pushedmehardwithhisotherhandifellonthe

bed.

Him:Calmdown!Youscaringmychild!

Me:Ges..

Him:Nokhanyaimwarningyou!



HetookLwazi’sbottleandgaveittohim.

Me:Youknowonewouldswearthatyoureally

loveyourson.

Him:idolovehim..

Me:Ohwreally?YoulovehimGesh?

Helookedatme.

Me:Justletusgo.

Him:Youarenotgoinganywhere.Youcannot

comeintomylifeandmakemefallhardforyou

thenleaveme!Uyahlanya(youarecrazy)

Me:Thiswasn’taboutlove.Thiswasabout

Revenge!

Him:iamnotgonnaletKingSkhosanaruinmy

familylikehedidtohis.Hehasdrivenallofyou

away.

Me:Don’tblamemyfatherforyourmistakes!

HeputLwazidown.Hecametome,igotinbed

andhegrabbedmebymylegandsatmeatthe



edgeofthebed,withhishandsonmythighs.

Hisfacecameclosertominethenlookedme

deepintomyeyes.Iwon’tlieiwasscared.

Him:Letmetellyoualittlestoryaboutyour

“perfect”Father!

Iswallowedhard.

Him:Yourfatherkilledmyfather!Heshothim

repeatedlyrightinfrontofme.Iwasjusta

youngboyNokhanyaatthattime,hetortured

myfamilyinawaythatyou’llneverknow!He

causedmymomsoomuchstressthatshehad

aminorstroke.YourfatherhadMeselling

drugsforhimwheniwasonly11Nokhanya!

Whenitriedtogetawayhetoldmethathis

gonnakillmymotherandSister!Youknow

whatitgetsbetterthereasonwhyhekilledmy

fatherwasbecausehewantedmymother!He

wentasfarasrapingher.I’llneveracceptking

Skhosanaasmyuncle!That’swhyit’seasyfor

metoeasilymakelovetoyouandallthat



becauseidon’tseeyouasmycousinbutisee

youasmyfuturewife!

Ihadnowords,icouldn’tbelievethatmyfather

coulddothisthings.

Hegotawayfromme..

Me:SoyouwannabelikemyFatherhuh?Go

aheadGeshkillthemallbutpleasehelpmeto

figureouthowI’mgonnatellLwaziallofthis

whenhegrowsup,whenheasksaboutmyside

ofthefamilypleasebetheretoexplainwhat

happenedtothem.

Hedidn’thavewords.

Me:IfyoulovemeandLwaziasmuchasyou

Sayyoudo,thenyouwillletusleavewithout

anyrepercussions.

Istoodupandcontinuedpackingafewclothes

formyselfwithhimstandingthereandstarring

atme.

IgotLwaziandstartedwalkingoutwhile



pushingmyluggagebag,heblockedus.

Me:Gesh..

Him:ijustwannadriveyouandLwazitoyour

Grandma’splace,caniatleastdothat?

Me:Fine..

Him:onemorething

Me:What?

HeputhishandaroundmywaistandCame

closerthenkissedmewhileiwasstillholding

Lwazilikethat.Afterthekissheallowedme

andLwazitoleave,hedroveustomy

Grandma’splace………

Wegotthereandhehelpeduswithourbags.

MymomandGrandmaweresittingatthe

kitchendrinkingteawhileKholowaswashing

dishesifiguredThandowasaround.

MyGrandmastartedmakingnoiseandcameto

takeLwazifromme.



Gran:SothisisLwazi?

Me:Yeap

Grandma:BonangiyathokozaKhanya(iamvery

happy)

MyGrandma’sscreammadeThandocometo

thekitchen,himandGeshgaveeachother

weirdlooks.

Mom:GeshwouldyouliketostayforDinner?

Thando:Heain’tstayingmom..

Gesh:iwasn’tplanningonstayingvele!

Thando:Thenyoubetterleave!

Gesh:I’llleavewhenifeellikeleaving!

ThandostartedcomingCloserKholowentto

stophim.

Thando:Khololetgoofme!

Geshwalkedclosertooistoppedhim.

Gesh:ijustwannaknowwhathe’lldo!



Mom:GeshithinkyoushouldLeave!

Me:Letmewalkyouout..

Wewalkedouttohiscar.

Him:Whenareyougonnacomebackhome?

Me:idon’tknow

Him:Youaregonnacomebackhomearen’tyou?

Ikeptquiet.

Him:Ihopeafteraweekuzobeuyekile

uk’hlanya(ihopeafteraweekyouwould’ve

beenridofthismadness)

Me:Asazi(wedon’tknow)

IheardThandotalkingbehindme.

Thando:Nokhanyaendlini!(Nokhanyabackin

thehouse)

Irolledmyeyes..

Geshpulledmecloserandkissedme,iknowhe

wasdoingthisjusttopissoffmybrother,buthe



wassuchagoodkisserthaticouldn’tresist.He

puthishandsundermyt-shirt

Thando:Nokhanya!!

Ipulledout.Istartedwalkingaway.

Gesh:Nokhanya

Iturnedandlookedathim.

Him:iloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo

Hesmiledandgotintohiscarthendroveoff..

Thandowasboilinginside.

Thando:sincewhendoyoubehavelikeslut?

Me:Excuseme?

Him:Gettingsmoothedatthegateforthe

wholehoodtoseeandworseinfrontofyourbig

brother!

Me:Youmakeitsoundasiflikehisjusta

randomguy,hismybabydaddyandmybf



Him:idon’tcareNokhanya!!It’sbadenough

thatyouHaveababybyhim,nowyouwanna

makelovewithhimrightatthegate!

Me:Youoverexaggerating.

Him:ineverwannaseeyouwiththatguyever

again!

Me:What?

Him:isaididon’twannaseeyouwithhim!He

shouldn’tsethisfoothereheshouldstayaway

fromyouandmynephew!!

Me:Wow!

Him:getintheyard!

IwalkedinthinkingtomyselfthatThandois

crazyifhethinksthathisgonnakeepGesh

awayfromhisson!PART62UNTILYOU’RE
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IhardlyhadachancetoholdLwazithatdayhe



wasbeingpassedaroundlikeasackof

potatoes.Theywerebusykissinghimthathe

evenstartedcrying…

Kholoandiwenttositoutsidehewasholding

Lwazi.

Kholo:HisveryadorableNokhanyaifeellike

eatinghimup.

Me:Pleasedon’teathimupbantu..

Her:Sohowwasit?

Me:Howwaswhat?

Her:Givingbirth?

Me:Ahhididn’tseethatiwasheavilysedated

Her:Why?

Me:Longstory,butthelabourpainsarehorrible!

Ithoughtiwasgonnadie

Her:serious?

Me:Yeapyou’llfeelitoneday



Shelaughed.Nomvulapassedassoonasshe

sawus,shegotin.

Her:haibo!!!Nokhanya

Iwasn’treadyforher.

Me:HelloNomvula,howyou?

Nomvula:HaubandlaI’msorryididn’teven

greet.Ninjanikodwa?(howareyou)

Wegreetedback.ShelookedatLwazi.

Her:inganekabanileentleso?(whosebabyis

this)

Kholo:Hismine

ShelookedatKholo.

Nomvula:angicabangi(idon’tthinkso)

Me:Hismine

Shestartedclappinghands.

Her:Ngivelengabona(isawit)

Shepickedhimup.



Her:MuhleyaziKhanyo(hisbeautiful)Haihe

Doesn’tlooklikeyouthoughIfiknewhisfather

I’dsayhelookslikehim.

Me:UyafanavelenoGesh(shelookslikeGesh)

Hereyeswidened,hermouthopened.

Her:haiboinganekaGeshle?(thisisGesh’s

baby)

Me:Don’tmakeitasiflikeyoudidn’tknow!

Her:Velebengingazinje(ididn’tknow)

Yeahright!

Her:velengimbonaemehlweniukuthiuse

njengoyise!(icanseeitinhiseyesthathis

problematiclikehisdad)

WeLaughed.

Me:uyamsukelamybabyisanAngel

Her:Awungeke(never)

Mydad’scarstoppedbythegate,mymood

changedinstantly…….



Hegotoutofhiscarandapproachedus,i

lookedaway.

Him:Lotjhani.

KholoandNomvulagreetedhimback.Hethen

walkedintothehouse,iclickedmytongue.

Nomvula:udliwayini?(what’seatingyou)

Me:ijustneedair..

IstoodupandtookLwazifromNomvulaand

wentouttoGugu’splace,shewaswithQondi

andshelostittoowhenshesawLwazi.

Her:YoohumntwanakaAuntywakhe..

Shewasbusythrownherupintheair,Lwazi

wasgettingscaredhestartedcrying.

Gugu:HaungiyadlalanjenaLwazi(I’monly

playingwithyou)

Qondi:Howareyou?

Me:AhhI’mokay

Her:Youdon’tlookokay



Me:Ahhuyaziukingusendlini(Kingisatthe

house)

Qondi:Aiiufunaniloyo,angazosidina(what

doeshewant)

Gesh’smomenteredlookedlikeshejustcame

backfromwork.

Shelookedatus..

Her:Afternoon

Wegreetedback.ShelookedatLwazi.

Her:Wuyeulwaziloyo?(isthatLwazi)

Gugu:Ya

Shewenttothem,thenstretchedherhands

GugugaveherLwazi.Shewenttoherbedroom

withhim.

IlookedatGugu.Sheshruggedhershoulders

Me:Yoohihopehewon’tkillmyson

Gugu:HaNokhanya!



Busi:Nokhanya!

Me:ufunani?(whatdoesshewant)

Gugu:Angazi(idon’tknow)

Istoodupandwenttothem,shewassittingon

thebedbusyplayingwithLwazi.

Her:ithinkhisthirsty..

Itookhimandshesignalledbytappingthebed

thatishouldsitnexttoher.Isatnexttoherand

startedbreastfeedingLwaziwhileclosingmy

eyes.

Her:Hauwhat’swrong?

Me:Hebitesme..

Shelaughed.

Her:Eyyhetakesafterhisdad…Sihleusedto

bitemetoo

Ilaughed.

Me:Really?



Her:Yes..

Me:That’ssad..

Her:Nokhanya..

Ilookedather.

Her:I’msorry..

Me:Itsokay.

Her:Itsnotthatangikufuniiwasjustangryat

whatyourfatherdidtomeandmychildren.

Me:Geshtoldme,butyoushouldknowthatI’m

nothinglikemyFather.IloveyoursonBusi..

Her:iknow,iknow,iknow…Ipromiseiwon’t

standinyourwayanymore

Me:Thankyou..

Her:muhleulwaziufananawe(Lwaziis

beautifullikeyou)

Me:BathiufananoSihle(theysayhelookslike

Sihle)



Shelaughed.

Myphonerang,itwasmymom.Ianswered.

Me:Mama..

Her:Whereareyou,comehomenow!

Shehungedup.

Me:Thatwasmymomihavetogo..

Her:Hauihaven’tevenspentatleast5minwith

myGrandsonalreadyyouleaving.Mshiye

(leavehim)Guguwillbringhimbackoryou’ll

fetchhimlater.

Me:Uhm…

Her:NokhanyaI’llneverhurtmygrandson

Me:FineI’llbringhisnappiesandbottle

Her:Ngiyabonga(thankyou)

IstoodupandWalkedhome.Igotthereandmy

mom,dad,Grandma,andThandoweresittingin

theloungewaitingforme.



Thando:WhereisLwazi?

Me:Nextdoor..

Him:mlande(fetchhim)

Me:Hisgra..

Thando:Kantiyoudidn’thearmeye?Isaidi

don’twantthisguyanywhereclosetoyouand

mynephewthatgoeswithhisfamilytoo!

Dad:Nokhanyawehavedecidedthatwedon’t

wantSihleorhisfamilyhavinganycontactwith

youorLwazi..

Ifoldedmyarms,thispeoplewerecrazy.

Me:Whydoyouguyswannastartawar?

Thando:GofetchLwaziandhearwhatwehave

tosayorshouldifetchhim?

Ilookedatthemthenwalkedout.Myphone

ranganditwasGesh.

Me:Hey

Him:I’llcometomorrowmorningtofetchLwazi



iwannadosomeshoppingwithhimfortoys

andeverythingelseyoucancomealongtoo

Me:UhmGesh…

Him:ya?

Me:Myfamily..They..Theydon’twantyouto

seemeorLwazieveragain..

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Gesh..

Him:Tshelalabantubakinibangazong’hlanyisa

(tellyourfamilynottodrivemecrazy)PART63
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IwenttofetchLwazi,Gesh’smomwas

disappointedtolearnthatmyfamilydoesn’t

wantthemhavinganyrelationshipnoLwazi.My

babyisnoteven1Yetandalreadytheyare

fightingforhim……….



IgothomeandgaveLwazitoKholotheniwent

tojointheelders.

Dad:iknowthatyoumaynotlikewhatweare

abouttosaybutthenthat’showthingsare

done.FirstofallthisSihleofyourshas

disrespectedus.Hehasdefloweredyouthen

gotyoupregnant.Worseheevenmadeyouquit

School,that’stheworstdisrespectthatihave

everencounteredinmylife.

Me:Pleasedon’ttellmeaboutwhatGeshhas

donetellmeaboutwhyI’mhere..

Grandma:Nokhanya!

Thando:andhehasmadeyoudisrespectfulyou

neverusedtobelikethis.

Dad:Wehavecametoaconclusionthatifhe

wantsyouandLwazithenhemustpayforthe

damages.Hemustpayforlobolaandhemust

alsopayforLwazi.

Me:Howmuch?



Dad:R500000

Me:What?

Thando:Youarepricelessweevendoinghima

favour..

Dad:ifhecan’tpayitweunderstand

Me:Hewillpayit!

Thando:Yousoundsoconfident

Igavehimaweirdlook.

Me:Arewedone?

Dad:Yes.Butknowthatyouareforbiddento

seehimandhemustn’tcomehereeitheruntil

hepaysforthedamages.

Thando:I’llbeherejusttomakesurethat

there’snosneakingout..

Me:Ain’tyousupposedtogobacktoRichard’s

bay?Don’tyouhaveajob?Ohwyaiforgotthat

youarealowlifedrugdealer!

HeattemptedtoStandupbutmydadheldhis



armandthenhesatdown…..

Istoodupandwenttothekitchenitookmyson

andlockedmyselfinmyGrandma’sbedroom.

uThandohasanervetobesayingshitlike

this!….

Ididn’topenfornooneotherthanmyGrandma

whowasbusyconvincingmethatGeshhasto

payit’stherightthingtodo,ifeltbetrayedby

mymomandmyGrandmawhostoodbymy

dadandThando………………………

.

.

.

Lwazialwayswakesupat5am,soby5amhe

wasupmakingnoisebusyplayingaloneand

cryingwhennoonegavehimattention.Wehad

sleptwithmyGrandmainherroombecause

ThandoandKholoweresleepingintheguest

room.Ineverenjoywakingupearlyinthe



morningbutsinceLwaziwasbusyannoyingme

ihadnochoicebuttowakeup.

Me:AiimaraLwaziwhowakesupat5am?

Hewasallcrying.Igotoutofbedandchanged

hisnappy,thenitookhimandwewalkedoutto

throwawaythenappyinthedustbinoutside.

MyGrandmawassweepingtheyard.

Koko:LotjhaniKhanyonoLwazi

Me:HeyKoko..

Her:Kodumanivukaekseniso?(whyareyou

guysupsoearly)

Me:askLwazi.

Shelaughed.

Me:Kokodon’tyouwannaentertainhimfora

while,whileigoandsleep?

Her:NoI’mbusy.

Mxm!IwentbacktothehouseifoundKholo

standingatthekitchen



Her:Hey…

IwentandgaveherLwazi.

Me:Hemissedyou,sayhitoAuntyKholo

Istartedwalkingtothebedroom

Her:Nokhanya!

Iclosedthedoorandslept…………

Thedaywentbyanditwasjustboringaround

thehouse,mybrotherwastheremakingsurei

didn’tgoanywhereiwasonatightleash…….At

around14:00ibatheandworemyjumpsuit

whichwasshort,itwasredincolourwithred

sandals.Myhipshavewidenedabitandmy

thighswerethickermybreastswereabitbig

maybethat’sbecauseofallthebabymilk.

GeshhadSMSmethathewasgonnabearound

andwantstoseeme………Asichilledand

waitedforhimafterafewhoursiheardnoise

nextdooriknewthathewasaround……………….

Kholoandiweresittingintheloungewhen



Thandowalkedinallmad.Mymomwasnot

aroundshewenttodosomegrocerieswithmy

GrandmaandQondiidon’tknowwhereshe

wasshedidn’tsleepathome.

Kholo:Kengmalove?

Thando:ThisboyGeshmaan!Hemakesme

mad!Nowhisallmakingnoisenextdoorbusy

disturbingourpeaceanddrinkingwithhis

friends!

Kholo:That’snotgood

Me:Maraukibomoss

Hegavemeanintimidatinglookikeptquiet.He

clickedhistongueandWalkedtothe

bedroom…..

Myphonerangjustafterafewminutesofhim

walkingout,itwasGeshianswered.

Me:Hey

Him:ukuphi?(Whereareyou)



Me:I’mathome

Him:awung’attende..

Me:Yoohmybrotherputmeonatightleashi

can’tcome

Him:Nokhanyadon’ttellmeaboutyourbrother,

iwanttoseeyou.

Icantellfromhisvoicethathewasabit

sloshed.

Me:idon’tknowGesh,idon’twannastartfights.

Him:Nokhanyaiwannaseeyouoryiniufuna

ngizelaphokini?(doyouwantmetocomethere)

Me:FineI’mcoming

Him:Sharp..

IhungedupandlookedatKholo

Her:No!!

Me:PleaseKholoit’sjustgonnabeforafew

minutes



Her:WhatamigonnasaytoThando?

Me:idon’tknow..Just..Havesexwithhim

Her:AreyouHighonweed?

Me:Kholoplease…PlusLwaziissleepingi

promiseiwon’tbelong

Her:WhydoifeellikeI’mgoingtoregretthis?

Me:Pleaseeeee…..

Her:Fine!!Butdon’ttakelong

Me:iwon’t..

Igotupandrannextdoor,honesttruthwas

thatimissedhimshame

Igottohisplaceandhisfriendswerechillingat

thefrontdrinkingandplayingmusicbuthe

wasn’tthere.Iaskedoneofhisfriendswerehe

isandhesaidishouldcheckhiminhisroom,i

Walkedtohisroom……….

IgotthereAndhisdoorwasopen,hewas

shirtlessjusthadhisjeansonandsneakershis



backwasfacingthedoor,istoodtherelooking

athim.

Him:NgenaNokhanya(comeIn)

Me:Howdidyouknowitwasme?

Him:icansmellyourperfume.

Iwentinandlockedthedoor.Heturnedaround

andhewasholdingaglassthathadicecubes

andalcohol.

Me:uyisidakwamntwanakaBusisiwe(youare

adrunk)

Him:NgifuzekaSkhosana(itakeafteryour

family)

Ilaughed.Hesatdownonthebed,iwentand

satontopofhim.

Him:Heymindmyglass

Me:Whatareyouevendrinking?

Him:Justsomejonnywalker.

Heputtheglassdown.



Him:Uthibathinikini?(whatisyourfamily

saying)

Icouldsmellthewhiskeyfromhisbreath,that

kindturnedmeon..

IwasbusywigglingmyAss,andicouldfeelthat

hewasgettingturnedon..

Him:awuhlaliseketuu

Istoppedwhatiwasdoing.

Me:Theywant500000

Helaughed

Him:uyahlanyauKinguzoyithathalawayifunda

khona(hiscrazy,hewillgetitwherehelearned

aboutit)

Me:Butit’snotlikeyoucan’taffordit.

Hepeckedmeonmylipsandimitatedmyvoice

Him:Butifigivehimhewon’trespectme..

Me:firstofallidon’ttalklikethat..



Helaughed

Him:Howismyboydoing?

Me:Hisdoingfine..

Him:Okay

Therewassomeawkwardsilence,hethen

kissedme.Ididn’tresist,hetriedtakingoffmy

Jumpsuitbutitdefeatedhim.

Him:ivulwakanjanilentoyakho?(howdoyou

takeitoff)

Idirectedhishandtothezipperandhepulledit

down……..

Ihelpedhimgetallofitout.

Him:Youlooksoodamnsexy!

Me:Andyoualsohaveasexybody.

Isaidthatwhilerunningmyhandsonhisbody.

Wecontinuedkissingthenhelaidmeonthe

bedwhilegettinginbetweenmylegs.Hestill

hadhisjeansoniwasleftbymybraand



underwear.Hedriedhumpedmewhilekissing

mefeelingthebuckleofhisbeltdiggingdeeper

inmyclitandtastingthewhiskeyinhismouth

whoooooayaa..Insteadofsuckingmyboobs

hegentlymassagedthem.Ifeltmymilklicking

abitmychestwaswetfromthat……….

Hewethistwofingersfromhismouththen

theytheirwaydowntomyclitfromthewayhe

wasrubbingmeihadtoholdhishandbecause

ifeltlikeiwasgonnacome.Ihelpedhimtake

offhisjeans,hestartedteasingmeabitby

rubbinghisalreadyRockhardshaftaroundmy

hole.

Me:Really?

Hechuckled.

Him:Youaresuchahoe..Imeantthatwithno

disrespect

Me:Mxmsaystheguywhoturnedmeintoone!

Helaughed



Me:Condom?

Him:Ohwyathatshit

Heopenedthedrawergotoneandputiton,

thenhemadehiswayinsidemeigasped.

Him:Painful?

Me:Justabit

Him:Askies..

Hestartedoffslow…thenheincreasedhispace..

Itwasstartingtogetpainful,idon’tknowifit

wasthecondomorwhat.

Me:Geshuyang’limaza(youhurtingme)

Heignoredmeatfirst..Youknowthatmoment

whenyouwannacrybuttearsfailyou?

Me:Geshstop…

Him:Askieswe’llbedonenownow…

Me:No…Iwantyoutostop..

Him:yekauk’tefaNokhanyaangithingiyaceda



manje(stopbeingacrybabywe’llbefinished

nownow)

Asheincreasedthepacethemoreisankmy

nailsinhisskin…PART64UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Afterthatsteamysessionwehadnochoicebut

toquicklydressuphisfriendswherewaitingfor

himandI’msureThandowaswaitingforme

too.Iwasabitinpain

Me:Youtrulyhurtmethough

Him:Sorry

Me:Soyougonnapay?

Him:EyyNokhanyaanginaskhathisok’dlala(i

don’thavetimeforgames)

Me:OhwsomeandLwaziareagametoyou?

Him:That’snotWhatimeant



Me:Thenwhatdidyoumean?

Him:Can’tyouseethatKingisusingyoutoget

tome

Me:Samewaythatyouwereusingmetogetto

him?

Helookedatme

Him:Notlongagowewerechattingnicelywe

evenmadelovethenallofasuddenhereyou

arereadytocutoffmyhead.

Me:Butit’strueGesh.Youbrokemyvirginity,

gotmepregnantthenputmethroughhell!After

thatyougotmetolivewithyouwhileyoudidn’t

evenpayacentforme

Him:sincewhendidmoneybecomeanissueto

us?

Me:Sinceilearnedthatyouwerestillhooking

upwithLesedi!

Him:ionlysleptwithheronce!Itwasthattime

whenyouwerebusyfightingmeeveryday



Me:Didyousleepwithherinourhouse,whilei

wasthere?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Didyousleepwithherinourhousewhilei

wassleepinginourbedroomwhilepregnant

withyourchild?

Him:Nokhanya..

Iwasstartingtogetemotional..

Me:Answerme!

Him:Yes..

Me:ohhmyword!!

Him:MakaLwaziitwasjustaonceofthing,

afterthatididn’tsleepwithheragain!

Islappedhim.

Me:Wearedone!

Istartedwalkingout..

Him:Nokhanya..Baby…



Asiwasapproachingthegateisawsomeone

jumpinginfrontofme,itwasScelo.Iwipedmy

tears.

Him:HauskeemQuantaguan?(what’swrong)

Ifakedasmile..

Me:Heywherehaveyoubeen?

Him:EishyourfatherfoundoutthatIbetrayed

himsohewaspursuingme.

Me:Sorryaboutthat

Him:Fedewenauright?(areyoualright)

Me:YesI’mOkay..

Him:uphiumancanyanaiwannaseehim

(Whereisthebaby)

Me:He..

Ifeltsomeonehuggingmefrombehind,iknew

itwasGeshigothishandsoffme.

Me:SceloI’llseeyouaround



Him:Sharp

Asiwaswalkingawayhegrabbedmebymy

arm.

Him:Veleyouallowingkingtodothistous?

Me:Don’tblamemyfatherforyourownmale

bitchcraft!!

Helookedatme.

Him:iknowthatyouangryMakaLwaziand

Askies

Me:Itstoolateforthat!Maybeyoucanjustgo

toLesediyouguysbelongtogethervele!

Iwalkedbackhome,andifoundmybrotherin

thekitchenwithKholoandLwazi.Hegavemea

coldlook.

Kholowalkedtothebedroom.

Ididn’tknowwhattosaytoThandosoilooked

down.

Him:Whatdidisaytoyou?



Me:I’msorry..

Him:Nokhanyawearetryingt…Waitwhat?

Me:YouanddadarerightaboutGesh.

Him:Whatdidhedo?

Istartedcrying.

Me:he…He..

Thandocameandhuggedme..

Him:SorryTwana……………..

DayspassedMemydadandThandowerefine.

ThandoandKholowentbacktoRichard’sbay.I

haven’tbeenansweringGesh’scallsandhe

hasn’tseenLwaziforawhile.OneSaturdaymy

dadcametofetchmeandLwazitodosome

shoppingespeciallysinceChristmaswas

approachingLwazineededclothes.Geshhad

deposited10000formebutmydadsaidi

shoulddeposititbacktoGesh’saccountwe

don’tneedhismoney……………



MydadkepthispromisehedidcomeLwazi

andiwereready.

Him:Areyouguysreadytogo?

Me:Yes..

HetookLwazifromandstartedplayingwith

him.

Him:Heisgrowingup…

Me:Yeapheis.

Mymomshowedup,alldressedup

Her:I’mcomingalongwith

Dad:Ithoughtiwasgonnaspendthisdaywith

myDaughterandgrandson

Mom:Andmissoutonfreebies..

Welaughed.MymomtoonLwazifrommydad

andwewentiwasholdinghisbag……….

Whenwegottomydad’scarwesawGesh

comingoutfromhiscarwithhismomand

Sister.Hesawusandcamestraighttoour



direction.Mydadunlockedthecar.

Dad:getinthecarnoLwazi.

IquicklytookLwazifrommymomandgot

insidethecar.IcouldseethatGeshwasAngry.

Ididn’treallymakeoutwhattheyweresaying

buttherewasalotofscreamingandallthat.

Geshpushedmydad,hismomheldhimandmy

momheldmydad.Iwasreallyirritatedbyhow

Geshwasbehaving…..

Aftersometimehismompulledhimbackand

wenttohishousehewasstilltalking.Mymom

anddadgotinthecar.

Dad:Uyadelelalomfana(thisboyis

disrespectful)

Mom:Toomuch.

Wegottomaponyamalldidsomeshopping

andjustspentthewholedaytogether.After

thatmydadtookustoptazooLwaziwas

fascinatedbytheanimals……..



Weendedthedaybygoingtospur,thenafter

wewentbackhome.HehadboughtLwazialot

ofthings.

Dad:Ishouldleaveihavesomethingstodo

Me:Thankyoufortodayandeverythingthat

boughtformeandLwazi.

Him:Youaremydaughterandheismy

Grandsonit’smyduty

Me:iknowyouprobablydisappointed

Especiallyyouhadhighhopesformeand…

Him:Let’snottalkaboutthat.Yesiam

disappointedbutthenjustpromisemethatnext

yearyou’llgetyourMatricthenI’llbehappy

Me:ipromise…

Helookedathiswristwatch..

Him:ihavetogoI’llseemaybenextweek

Me:Okay

Heleft..



After5minofhimleavingthedooropenedit

wasLunga.Iranuptohimandhuggedhim.

Him:Yesesyouhavegainedweightwhat

happened?

Me:Well..

Him:Konjeiheardthatyoufuckedaroundand

hadababy

Me:Mxm!

Hewasabitmuscular.

Me:haveyoubeenliftingweightstoomuch?

Him:Don’tchangethesubject

Me:Lungaidon’twannafight

Him:Whereisthebaby?

Me:Intheloungewithmom..

HewentthereandgreetedthenlookedatLwazi.

Lunga:Atleasthemakesgoodlookingbabies

Welaughed.Hepickedhimup.



Him:Sothisismynephewhuh?

Me:Yesthat’sLwazi…

Wechilledthewholedayasafamilyitwasvery

niceiwasenjoyingmyself,myGrandmacooked

alotoffoodweatechattedandthenlaterthat

nightwewenttosleep………………

Lwaziwokeupataround2amcrying.Ididn’t

knowwhatwaswrong.Ichangedhisnappyi

triedbreastfeedinghimbuthedidn’twant

nothingheactuallywokethewholehouseup.

Mama:ukhalelani?(whyishecrying)

Me:idon’tknow..

Iwasalsoclosetocryingithurtsseeingyour

babycryingandyoudon’tknowwhytheycrying.

Koko:Givehimpanado

Igavehimpanadothenaftergavehimhis

bottlehecalmeddownandstartedtofall

asleep.Lungawasholdinghimwhilehewas

suckingonhisbottlemakingthosecutesounds.



Suddenlytherewasaknockatthedoor.

Voice:Vulaamaphoyisa(openupitsthepolice)

Mama:Whatarecopsdoinghereatnight.

Mymomwenttoopen,twoCopscamein.

Cop1:kukaSkhosanala?(isthisSkhosana’s

house)

Mama:Yeshowcanwehelpyou?

TheygaveusalicenceandID

Cop2:Doyouknowthisperson?

Mom:Yesthisismyhusband,KingSkhosana

what’swrong?

Cop1:Unfortunatelyhewashijackedandshot

alotoftimes.

Mom:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

Cop2:Wetryingtosayhisdeadandwewould

likeyoutocomeandidentifythebodyjusttobe

sure



MyGrandmaletoutaloudcrying,Lungatook

Lwazitothebedroom.

Qondi:That’swhyLwaziwascryinglikethat,he

wassensinghisGrandfather’sdeath.

Mom:Doyouhaveanyleadsonwhodidthis?

Cop1:Notyetbutwefoundaredandblack

bandanasinthemurderscene.

Iknowthatfromsomewhere,omgthat’sthe

bloods!Geshcannotbeconnectedtomy

father’sdeathrightnow!

Ifeltmykneesgettingweakiwasaboutto

collapsewhenmymomcametoholdme.
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[01/11,19:03]Ron:#66

Unfortunatelyitwasmyfathermymomwentto

identifyhisbody.Iknowthatmyfatherandi

hadourownissuesbuthedidn’tdeservetodie



likethis,andiknowverywellthatuGeshno

Rileyarebehindthis.Thedayofmydad’s

funeralcameyaziitwasveryhardforus

especiallyformymom…….

Webatheinthemorningandwenttochurch.

OneofmycousinswasholdingLwaziformei

wastooweakandwhatnot.Seeinghiminthat

coffinhehadabandagewrappedaroundhis

headcauseapparentlytheyblewhisbrains

out……Theykilledhiminaverycruelwayeven

theMorguepeoplesaidso………….

Wegottothechurchandwesatatthefrontthe

themewaspurpleandblack.Iwaswearinga

blacklongskirtwithapurpleshirt,black

stockingsandblackheels.Ihadablack

fascinatoron.Theybroughtinhiscoffinitwas

acasket,ThandomadesurethatourFather

getsadignifiedfuneral……..

Theservicewasconductedpeoplewhere

talkingabouthowmuchofa“goodperson”he



was,youknowwhenyoudeadpeoplemakeyou

agoodperson.MyGrandmacouldn’tstop

cryingmymomshowednoemotionshewas

verypale…………

Wheneverythingwasdoneatthechurch,we

leftforthecemetery.Mycousinwentbackto

thehousewithLwaziwehaddecidedthathis

tooyoungtobegoingtothecemetery…

Wegotthere,thechoirsang,thepastorreada

versenyanathenhesaidashortprayerandthe

casketwaslowered.Thecriesthatcameout

werejusttoopainful.Qondididn’tcry

whatsoeveridon’tblameherthough.Wewere

calledtothrowflowersinhiscasketinsteadof

Soil.WewentthereQondiwasholdingmewhile

LungawasholdingMymomandThandowas

holdingKoko…………..

Myheartwasbrokeniwon’tlie,Geshtalks

abouthelovesmethenhedoesshitlike

this!………



Wheneverythingwasdonewedroveback

home,wewashedourhandsatthegate,and

wentinside..

Haikeyouknowhowthemrelativesarethey

wherebusysqueezingmycheeksespeciallymy

Auntieswholastsawmewheniwasyoung.

SomeofthemweredisappointedthatIhavea

babyespeciallywhenyouhaveahistoryof

beingaverybrightstudent…

Iwenttolookformycousinandshewassitting

outsidewithourothercousinseating.

Her:howdoyoufeelsis’Khanyo

Shewas16.

Me:Ahhngizobaright.

I’llbefine.

Me:Uphiulwazi?(WhereisLwazi)

Her:Hisfathertookhim

Me:Hisfather?



Her:YeshisnameisSihle…Hainowiknow

whereLwazigetshislooksfrom.

Me:Shit!

Istartedwalkingtothehouse.Shefollowedme.

Her:HausisKhanyoistheresomethingwrong?

Me:NoAmandait’sfine

Her:Thenwhyareyou..

Me:Amandaisaidit’sfine!!*shouting*

Shelookeddown.

Me:Itsokayyoucangobackandeat

Shewent.IgottomyGrandma’sbedroomand

changedmyheels,iworemysleepers.

Qondicamein,withaplateoffood.

Qondi:KhanyoThulisaidishouldbringyou

someplateoffood.

IalsochangedmySkirtandworemyskinny

blueJean,itookoffmyfascinatorthencomb



myhairandtieditintoasmallbun.Myhairwas

growingbackagain.

Qondi:uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing)

Me:GeshtookLwazi

Her:So?

Ihaven’ttoldanyoneaboutGesh’sinvolvement

inmyfather’sdeath,otherthanQondibecausei

knowshewon’ttalk.

Her:Geshwouldneverhurthisson

Me:That’snotthepoint,heknowshisnot

supposedtoseeLwazi

Qondi:Youcan’tkeepGeshawayfromhisson,

itdoesn’tmatterwhathedid.

Me:Whosesideareyouon?

Her:I’mneutral

Me:Mxm

Ipushedherawayfromthedoor..



IwenttohishouseGugutoldmethathisatthe

parkwithhisfriends.

IwalkedthereGugusawhowpissediwasshe

wentwithMe..

Me:YoohGeshuyang’zwaniMara?(whyGesh

ismessingwithme)

Gugu:Calmdown,uzothusaulwazi(calmdown

you’llscareLwazi)

Wegottothepark,itwasstartingtogetfull.It

wasalsonoisy.WasthesameParkwhereifirst

metGesh.Ilookedaroundforhimandispotted

hiscar.Hewasstandingthereleaningonit

whileholdingLwaziandhisotherhandwas

holdingacanofHeineken.Hisfriendswere

dancingaroundwithsomegirls.Theyhadalot

ofgirlsintheirterritorybutGeshwasn’t

entertaininganygirlshewasstandingthere

withhisson.IwasevensurprisedtoseeRiley

theredancingwithsomerandombitchactually

thebitchwastwerkingforhim…..



IwentstraighttoGesh,hewassingingalongto

thesongthatwasplaying.

Gesh:Ifitain’taboutthemoney

Don’tbeblowin’meup,niggaIain’tgettin’up

Ifitain’taboutthemoney

Ain’tnouseinyouringin’myline,stopwastin’

mytime

Ifitain’taboutthemoney…

Me:Canipleasehavemyson?

Helookedatme.

Him:I’mstillspendingsomequalitytimewith

him,hismysontoo.

IwentandforcefullytookLwazifromhim,

Lwazistartedcrying.Geshlethimgobecause

hedidn’twanthimgettinghurt.Ithenpushed

him.

Me:Don’tevertakemysonyouhearme??

*shouting*



GugucameandtookLwazifrommebecause

hewasnowscreaming.

Gugu:uzostholaekhaya(you’llfindusatmy

house)

Shewalkedaway.Geshbithislowerlip,he

wasn’ttryingtoberomantichewasAngry.He

threwthecanagainstthetree…

Him:Don’teverhurtmysonlikethatNokhanya

uyangizwa?

Me:Hisnotyoursonanymore!Youlostthat

privilegewhenyoukilledmyfather!Youwill

neverseeLwaziagainyouhearmeGesh?

Never!!

Istartedwalkingaway,ifelthimgrabbingmeby

myhairiwon’tlieitwaspainful…..hepulledMe

closertohim.

Him:Don’tmakemedosomethingthatI’m

gonnaregretlater!

IsawRileycomingtous,Geshstoppedhimbut



raisinghishandtohim.

Riley:NoGeshdon’tdothis..

Rileycameandgothishandfrommyhair.

Iwasnowangry….

Me:WhatdoyouwannadoGeshhuh?You

wannakillmetoolikeyou’vekilledmyfather?

*shouting*

GeshapproachedmeRileyheldhim.

Gesh:Don’tpushmeNokhanya!

Ifeltsomeoneholdingme,whenilookeditwas

Lungaiwasnowcrying.

Lunga:Let’sgo..

Me:HekilleddaddyLunga..

Hehuggedme.

Lunga:Iknow…

RileywastryingtoCalmdownGeshtoo…ididn’t

realisethatihadattractedsoomucheyes..



Lunga:Let’sgo..

Heputhishandaroundmyshouldersandwe

walkedhome.

Geshtrulyhurtmeiwon’tlie….

.

.

Afullweekhadpassedsincemydad’sfuneral,

Geshhasn’tcalledmeorattemptedtocome

andseeLwazisolifewasokay………..

ItwasaMondayafternoonwehadjustcame

backfromdoingChristmasshopping,

Christmaswasin2daystime.Everyonewasat

thekitchen.MyfamilyallowedGesh’smomand

hissistertohavearelationshipwithLwazi.

LwazihadspentanightatGesh’shouseandi

wasabouttofetchhimwhenaguywearing

someuniformknocked,thedoorwasopen

though,helookedlikeadeliveryboy.

Welookedathim.



Him:GoodafternoonI’mlookingforNokhanya

Skhosana

Me:iamNokhanya..

Him:ihaveadeliveryforyou..

Hehadanenvelope.

Me:Uhmokay

Thando:I’llgetit..

Thandosignedforittheguyhandedhimthe

envelopeandwent.

Thando:Incaseyourbabydaddywantstokill

you,I’dratherdieonyourplace

ThandoissuspectingthatGeshkilleddad.

Mama:Herewego

Thando:Hekilleddaditellyall

Koko:Hisnotthatevil.

Thandoopenedtheenvelopeandgotsome

papersout.



Thando:Whatarethis,Divorcepapers?Inever

knewyallweremarried

Hereadsilently.Isawhisfacechanging.

Him:Fuck!!!What’swrongwithyourbabydaddy?

Me:What?

Hegavemethepapers.

Ireadthis..Icouldn’tbelievewhatiwasreading

myheartalmoststoppedforafewseconds.I

putthepapersonthetable.

Me:No!!!!KantiwhyisGeshdoingthistome?

Whycan’thejustleaveusalone!*shouting*

Mymomtookthepapersandread.

Mom:UyahlanyakemanjeloGesh(hiscrazy

now)

Letmegoandtalktohismom,shewentwith

thepapers.

Isatdownonthekitchenchair,Thandoputhis

handsonmyshoulders.



Thando:Wewon’tlethimdothis,wegotyour

back..

Lunga:What’sgoingon?

Thando:Geshis…PART66UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Thando:Geshisfightingherforthefullcustody

ofLwazi

Lunga:What?

Qondistartedlaughing

Welookedather.

Qondi:Geshcan’tbeseriouswithhisreckless

anddangerouslifehereallythinksthatthe

judgewillgranthimfullcustodyofLwazi,he

mustbeoutofhisalcoholicmind.

Thando:That’swhyI’mgonnaberepresenting

Khanyoiwanttoshowthejudgewhatkindof



personthatguyis

Qondi:Don’tworryKhanyothiswillbeawalkin

thepark,Geshisjustsettinghimselfupfor

failurevele,thejudgemightevensayhe

shouldn’tseehisson

Me:YourightQondiGeshisactuallysetting

himselfup..

Thando:Youseeyougotnothingtoworry

About

Lunga:No..

Me:WhatyoumeanNo.

Lunga:Itstooeasy..ThinkofitGeshknowsthat

youwillobviouslytakeoutthefactthathisa

drugLordandwhatnot,heknowsexactlyabout

that.Nowwhywouldhefightyouforcustodyif

heknowsaboutthat?Whywouldhewastehis

moneyandtimelikethat.Unlessheknowsthat

hisgonnawin..

Lungaisright,whywouldGeshdothisMara.I



tookmyphoneandwentoutthencalledhim…

Gesh:Ey..

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Him:iguessyouhavereceivedthepapers

Me:There’snowayI’mgonnaletyoutake

Lwazifromme,I’mgonnafightyouGeshdo

youhearme?I’mgonnafightyou!

Him:Theniguessyouhaveagoodlawyer

Me:Youbetido..MybrotherThando

Helaughed…

Him:Thatguyisuselessasalawyer,thisis

gonnabeeasy.Maythebestparentwin!

Hehungedup.Iwentinsidethehouse.

Me:Thando..

Thando:Yes?

Me:Promisemethatyou’llnotGeshwin

Him:ipromise..



MymomcamebackwithLwazi.

Mom:BusiwantstoseeyouNokhanya

Istoodupandwenttoherhouse.Shewas

sittingatthekitchen.Ilookedatherwithtears

falling.Shestoodupandcametome..

Her:EishKhanyongiyaxolisa(I’msorryKhanyo)

Me:WhyayenzasoBusi(whyishedoingthis)

Busi:I’lltalktohim..

Shetookherphoneandcalledhim,heputhim

onloudspeaker.

Gesh:Ma..

Busi:Don’tMame!Whatisthisihearaboutyou

fightingNokhanyaforfullcustodyofLwazi?

Heexhaled.

Gesh:Momidon’twannafightwithyou.

Busi:Stopthismadness!

Him:NoNokhanyashouldstopthismadness



andcomehomewithmyson!

Busi:Howcanshecomehomewhenyoubusy

actinglikethis?

Sihleachildmustalwaysbewithhismother

Gesh:Andhisfather!She’skeepinghimaway

frommehowfairisthattome?

Busi:MaybeyouandKhanyocantalkaboutthis

Gesh:I’mtiredoftalkingaboutthisMamaI’ll

justseeNokhanyaincourtbye.

Hehungedup……………

DayspasseditwasnowChristmas.Athome

theycookedetciwasn’tinthemoodfor

anythingijustwantedtobewithmybaby.We

weresittingoutsideatthefrontiwaslookingat

himthinkingofthefactthatimightneversee

himagainpainedme…

Someoneenteredthroughthegateasiwas

busyplayingwithmybaby,itwasLesedishe

lookeddrunkshewasevenholdingaglasswith



Alcohol.Shesatonthestoep.

Her:Khanyohowareyou

Me:I’mfineLesediandyou?

Her:Ngisharp.

Me:Awusadakwanganje(youaresodrunk)

Her:IsthatLwazi?

Me:Ya

Her:Hiscute

Me:ThankswereisBontle?

Her:Mxmisenthertogoleavewithmy

Grandma.AngishouGeshakamfuni(Gesh

doesn’twanther)

Shestartedcrying.

Her:NokhanyaGeshhascausedmesoomuch

painthatihatehim!Iwishhecoulddie!

Thiscouldworkinmyfavour.IcanaskLesedi

tobemywitnessandshecantestifyonGesh’s



character……

Me:Lesediineedtoaskyouafavour

Shelookedatmewhilewipinghertears.

Me:CanyoutestifyagainstGeshhisfighting

meforthefullcustodyofLwazi.

Her:I’dlovetoo.It’stimewebringGeshdown

Ismiled,shesmiledtoo…

IwenttoaskGesh’smomtobabysitSihlefor

me.Lesediandiwenttothepark.Ineededto

offloadallthisstressandtroubles.She

introducedmetohercrew,theywelcomedme

withopenarms………………

Wechilledtherehavingfuniwasdrinking

Sminorffstorm.Wedancedtheyevenstartedto

braaimeat.Iwasgettingdrunk.

Me:Lesedicanyouaccompanymetothetoilet?

Her:Okay

Wewalkedtothetoilets



Me:Yoohwhenwasthelasttimeihadfunlike

this

Shelaughed,wedidn’tevenmakeittothetoilet

wepeedbysometree.

Lesedi:YouknowNokhanyaimgladwedidthis

Me:Didwhat?

Her:This…It’sgoodtotalktosomeonewho

understandsmeforachange

Me:I’mgladtoo..

Wheniwasdonepeeingshecametohugme.

Her:iloveyousoomuchhh

Me:Itsthealcoholtalking

Her:Itsmetalking..

Wewentbacktotheparkandcontinued

drinking……………..

Ataround22:00wewalkedbackhomewhile

holdingourdumpies..



Thestreetswherefullbecauseofpeoplewho

comefromthepark.

Lesedi:Weshoulddothismoreoften

Me:Yes..Afterthecourtcase.

Shelitacigaretteandstartedsmoking

Her:Don’tworrywegonnawinthatcourtcase,

wegonnamakesurethatGeshgoesdown.

Me:Definitely.

Wecontinuedwalking.

Me:EishimustfetchLwazifromGesh’shouse

Her:Yoohwhiledrunklikethis?

Me:icancomposemyself

Shelaughed..Wedrankourdumpiesinthe

streetthenthrewawaythebottles.

WewalkedtoGesh’shousesurprisinglythe

lightsinhisroomwhereon,andthedoorwas

open.



Me:ithinkGeshisaround*whispering*

Lesedistartedgettingscared.

Her:Howdoilook?Doilookdrunk?

Me:Noyouarefine

Iwasalsoabitscaredistartedbitingmynails.

Me:Let’sgophela

Her:What?Wait..

GugucameoutfromGesh’sroom.

Gugu:Nokhanya..Lesedi..

GeshalsocameouthewasholdingLwazi..he

gaveLwazitouGugu,Guguwentinsidethe

house.Heapproachedus.Wetookafewsteps

backwards…….hegrabbedmebymyarmand

Walkedmetohisroom.Helockedthedoor.He

thensatdown.

Him:Wegonnasithereuntilyouexplaintome

whatyourproblemis..PART67UNTILYOU’RE

MINE
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Geshwassittingonthecouchlookingatme.

Him:KhulumaNokhanyaudliwayini?(What’s

eatingyou)

Ididn’tsaynothing.

Him:Thenwegonnasithereuntilyoutalk.

Hetookouthisphone.

Ihadthissadnessinsidewhichididn’teven

knowwhatwascausingit.Myeyesfilledwith

tears.Helookedatmeasiwassniffing,and

wipingmytears.

Him:idon’twannafight.Ijustwannatalk.I

wantyoutotellmewhat’sbotheringyousoo

much,wenotfightingbutwetalking.

Thatsoundsbetter.

Me:iknowthatyoukilledmyfather.Don’teven

trytodenyit!



Him:I’mnotdenyingit..

Me:Wow!Veleyounotgonnadenyit?

Him:Butyoujustsaidishouldn’tdenyit.

IloveGeshwithallmyheartbutijusthavethis

toomuchangerandresentmenttowardshim,i

wannahurthimthesamewaythathehashurt

me.

Him:Mekillingyourfatherhadnothingtodo

withyou,itwasjustBusiness.Nokhanyainthe

drugworldit’seitheryoukillorgetkilled!Ihad

tokillhimbeforehekilledme.

Me:Ilostafatherbecauseofdrugs

Him:Andilostafatherbecauseofhim!

Me:Youseethisiswhywewillneverworkout

Gesh!Youhavetoomuchbaggageforme,andi

don’twannamentionyoucheatingonmewith

Lesedi!

Him:I’vealreadyapologisedforthatNokhanya!



Me:Andishouldjustforgiveyoulikethathuh?

YathestupidNokhanyashouldjustforgive.

Him:idon’tunderstandwhyyouAngrybecause

youandLesediarelikebestfriends!Bheka

manjeuyak’dakisa!(she’sturningyouintoa

drunk)

Me:Lesediandiwearetwobrokenhearts,we

tryingtofindcomfortineachother!

Helaughed.

Him:Lesediisusingyoutospiteme,andyou

arelettingher!She’sdoingthesameshitthat

Kingdid!

Ifoldedmyarms.

Me:Mxm!

Hestoodupandcametome.Heliftedmychin

upformetofacehim.

Him:Nokhanyailoveyouandiknowthatyou

lovemetoo.Lenkaniyakhoawuyiyeke(letgo

ofthisstubbornness)heleanedcloserasifhe



wantedtokissmethenhestoppedandstepped

back.IcouldseetheAngerinhiseyes.

Him:Whereyousmoking?

Ididn’tsayanything.Hewenttothedoorand

gentlybangedhisheadagainstthedoorwith

hishandsinhispockets.

Him:I’mgonnakillLesedi*whispering*

Heexhaledloudly.

Him:KhanyoinevertoldyouthisbutihateGirls

thatsmoke,ifindthemveryunattractive..

Me:ididn’tsmoke,Lesediwassmokingnextto

me!

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme.

Him:Nokhanyawehaveababydoyoueven

thinkofhim?Whatthisisdoingtohim?Kanti

whydoyouhateLwazisoomuch?

Me:That’snotfair!Youhavenorighttosaythat

becauseiloveLwaziwithallmyheart,andyou



fightingmeforfullcustodyofhimisthereason

whyI’mdrinking.

Him:FineI’llstopallthiscourtmadnessifyou

getyourshittogether!Comehomeandwefix

usforLwazi’ssake

Me:Letmeseeaftertorturingmyfamilylike

thatbyKillingmyfamily,andthencheatingon

mewithyourexnowyouwantmetomoveback

inthehouseandsharetheSamebedwithmy

father’skiller?Yeahright!

Him:itoldyouwhenwefirststarteddatingthat

ifyouchoosealifewithmethenthisishowyou

gonnaliveandyouagreedititoldyouthatyou

gonnabeyourFatherandbrother’senemy

Nokhanyayouagreed,butherewearespeaking

anotherlanguage….

Yesisaidallofthosethings.

Him:Isthisaboutmenotwantingtopaythe

500000?Ifit’saboutthatNokhanyathenI’llpay

it!FuckI’lleventripletheamountthenafterthat



I’llthrowyouthebiggestweddingthatSoweto

haseverseen!Ifthat’showI’mgonnagetyou

andLwazibackintomylifethenI’lldoit!!!

Me:Don’tdomeanyfavours!

Him:Whatthefuckdoyouwantfromme

woman??*Shouting*

Me:iwantyoutofuckenleavemealone!!!Ihate

youGeshokay!Alwayshaveandalwayswill.

Him:Don’tlietome!

Me:idohateyou!

Him:Ifyouhatemethenwhydoesmecheating

withLesedihurtyousoomuch?Let’sfaceit

Nokhanyayounotangrythatikilledyourfather

thefuckenreasonyoudoingthistome,busy

keepingmeawayfrommysonisbecauseI

cheatedonyouwithLesediisn’tit?

Me:FineihateyouforsleepingwithLesedi!!

Iwasnowcrying.



Me:thinkingaboutyoutouchingherjustdrives

mecrazy!Ihavetokeepherclosejusttomake

surethatshe’snotwithyou

Heapproachedme..

Me:ican’tstandthefactthatyouoncetoldher

thatyouloveherandhavingababywithher.

Hetriedtotouchme,butiyankedhishandsoff.

Me:Don’ttouchmerightnow..I’mtiredGesh

okay?I’mtiredemotionallyandphysicallyI’m

tiredofputtingLwazithroughthis!

Heputhisonehandaroundmywaistandthe

otherhandhelaidmyheadonhischestwhile

gentlypattingmeattheback.

Him:Youdon’tknowhowmuchithurtsmeto

seeyoucryinglikethis!AndknowingthatI’m

thecauseofyourpain.Khikhiireallydon’tknow

whatgotintomethatnightisleptwithLesedi.I

wasjustangryatyou,youhatedmeyoudidn’t

wantmenearyoui…..believemewhenisayi



don’tloveLesedi.IloveyouKhanyo,iknowyou

probablymightfindthishardtobelievebut

seriousNgiyak’ncanwa(iloveyou).

Hiscolognewasdruggingme,hewassmelling

soogoooooooood!

Him:ineedonelastchancepleaseifiscrewup

thenleavemeforgoodthistimearound,take

LwaziawayfrommeandipromisethatIwon’t

chaseyou,busyfightingforfullcustody…Ijust

wantmyfamilyback.YouandLwaziaremy

world..

Iwasverybusyspeechless..

Him:AnythingyouwantmetodoI’lldoit.

Me:OkayiwantoneofyourBMWsthem3tobe

exact.

Him:I’llgiveyoutheX6

Ilookedathim.

Him:Okaythem3isyours



Me:Nomorecheating!

Him:Wait

Hetookouthisphone,andhewasonitforlike

2min.

Him:done!!

Me:IsthereanothergirlotherthanLesedi?

Him:uhmnojustfemalefriends

Me:Areyouforreal?

Him:lookatmeNokhanyaican’thelpitifGirls

can’tstayaway.

Me:wenaumubiso!(yousougly)

Helaughed.

Me:Andonelastthing

Him:Yeah?

Her:iwantatleast20%ofsharesKoKfc

Helaughed.

Him:That’sagoodone



Me:I’mserious

Him:KhanyoKfcislikemyfirstborn.

Me:idon’tknowthenmaybeI’lljusttakemy

babyand..

Him:Fine20%sharesareyours!

Hethencamecloserattemptingtokissmei

pushedhimbackabit..

Me:Notsoofast..

Him:Whatelse?

Me:Wecan’tgetintimateuntilyoupaylobolai

don’tplaylikethatanymore.

Him:What?

Me:Yes!

Him:FineI’llpaylobola

Ikissedhim.

Me:NowI’mgoingtotakeashowerandI’m

gonnaspendanighthere,ican’treallygohome



it’stoolate

Him:Okay

Iwalkedtothebathroomwhilemaintaininga

verysexywalk.

Him:uhmihavearequest

Istoppedandlookedathim

Him:Canthenosexthingstarttomorrow?

Me:idon’tknow..

HeGavemeaverydesperatelook

Me:Aiiwozake(comethen)

Hecametomeandpickedmeupwhilekissing

me..

Him:Wegonnahavesexthewholenight!

BecausehonestlyI’mstuckonPussyandyours

isright!

Ilaughed..PART68UNTILYOU’REMINE
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IopenedmyeyesandGeshwasnexttome.He

wasjuststarringatme.

Me:What?

Him:Youarepeacefulwhenyouaresleepingi

wishyoucansleepmostthetime.

Me:Mxmgotohell

Helaughed.

Me:ineedtogethome

Him:Doyouwantmetoaccompanyyou?

Me:Youwantmyfamilytoskinyoualive?

Him:Thenhowarewegonnamakethelobola

situationworkifyourfamilyhatesme?

Me:idon’tknow

Igotupfromthebedandstarteddressingup

Him:Youseethisiswhatidon’tlike



Me:What?

Him:Whatyoudoingrightnow.It’slikeyouwas

aonenightstand.Wehavesextheninthe

morningyouWakeupandbounce.

Me:FineI’lltalktomyfamily

Him:Nowe’lltalktothem.

Ihadaserioushangoverandmyvoicewas

scratchy

Me:Justdon’tstartanyargumentswithnobody

HewenttobathwhileigotLwazifromthe

house.

Busi:Hauyoulookunpleasant

Me:I’llbefineit’sjustaheadache.

Busi:GuguBringLwazi!

GugucameInwithLwazi.

Me:Aghshamemypoormunchkin

Gugu:akanamamaulwaziuz’hlalele(Lwazi



doesn’thaveamomshame)

Guguhandedhimtome.

Busi:YouandSihleareputtingthisbaby

throughhell,kungconoukuthiningipheyena

(givehimtome)

Me:NoGeshandiwehavesortedoutour

differences.

Gugu:Thatmeansnocourtcase?

Me:Yesandhisreadytothingstherightway

now.HewantstoPaylobola

Theylookedateachother

Busi:ididn’texpectthatatall.

Me:Itstherighttodo

Busi:idon’tdenythatbutyouandGeshcan

nevergetmarried

Me:Why?

Busi:Becauseyouandhisareusingthesame

surname,youguysarerelatedremember



Gugulaughed

Gugu:InactualfactGeshisSihle’sdaddyand

uncle..

Busilookedather

Busi:Itsnotfunnyatall

Me:Busicanyoucomeandtalktomyfamily?

Her:Me?

Me:YesonbehalfofGeshandmyself.We

doingthisforLwaziyouknowwehaveputhim

throughalotthatit’snotfairanymore.He

deservesastablehome.

Busi:ItsfineI’lldoitforthesakeofLwazi.

Geshfinishedbathingandallthatthenwewent

tomyhouse.Itwasme,him,andBusi.Vele

Thandowasalreadyangry.

Thando:Wheredoyoucomefrom?*shouting*

Ikeptquiet

Him:Nokhanyaimtalkingtoyou!*shouting*



Busi:haiboThandouzothusaumntwanakahle

ngomsindo(Thandoyou’llscarethebabycalm

down)

QondicameandtookLwazithenwenttothe

lounge.

Thando:Youbacktosleepingwiththeenemy?

Youknowverywellthatthisguykilleddad

Mom:Thando!

Thando:Itstrue!

Busi:I’msorrybutpleasedon’taccusemyson

ofthingsthatyoudon’tevenhaveproofoff!

Thando:NomatterwhatyousayBusibutweall

knowthatyourSonisthedevil’sadvocate!And

iwillneverrestuntiliputyoubehindbars!For

killingmyfather!

Geshlaughed.ThatmadeThandomoreand

moreangry.

Thando:Youseewhatimtalkingaboutthisboy

isdisrespectful!



HeapproachedGeshmymomheldhim.

Mom:EishThandostopwithviolence

Thando:Momijustwannateachhimrespect.

Gesh:MyekeThuli(leavehimThuli)

Busi:Sihle..

Gesh:Nomomuzoyenzani?(whatishegoing

todo)

MyGrandmaandLungacametothekitchen

Koko:What’swithallthisnoise

Thando:Entlekvelewhatareyouguysdoing

here?

Busi:Weareherebecausemy..Mysonis

askingforNokhanya’shandinmarriage

Mom:Yooh!!

Koko:That’snice

Thando:Uyahlanya!(hiscrazy)

Koko:Howcanitbeacrazything,imeanhis



tryingtodoadecentthing.

Mama:Theyarerelatedkoko.Sihle’sisAlfred’s

son

MyGrandmawasshocked.

Koko:WaitsowhenilearnedthatAlfredhada

sonhisnameisSihle,allalonghemeantthis

Sihle?

Mom:Yes

Koko:Nokhanyayousleptwithyourcousin!

That’sblasphemynotevenGodcanacceptthat!

Shespatontheground.

Her:Amanyalawodwa!

Me:Kokodon’ttalklikethatbecauseiblameall

theeldershere.Ifyouguyswerehonestwithus

thennoneofthiswould’vehappened!Now

there’sa3rdpersontothinkoffandthatIs

Lwazi!

Koko:Nokhanyathisisunacceptable!!Iforbid



youtoseeSihlewhateverrelationshipyoutwo

haveitendstoday!

Gesh:Sorryko..

Koko:I’mnotdonetalking!!

I’veneverseenmyGrandmasoangry.

Her:Whatwillpeoplesay?Nowhatwillour

relativessay?Theywillthinkwearecrazybusy

encouragingsuchnonsense,LordhaveMercy!

Thando:Bayahlanya(theyarecrazy)nooneis

gettingmarried!

Gesh:Youguysneedtotalkandcomewitha

bettersolutionthanthenonsensethatyouare

tellingusnow!IfnotIwilltakeLwaziand

Nokhanyaandyou’llneverseethemagain!

Heclickedhistongueandleft.

Busi:SoSkhosana’sfamilywhatisitgoingto

be?Thecardsareonthetable.Dowelosethis

kidsforeverorweallowthemtobe?Asizweni

phela?(let’shere)



Myfamilywasspeechless.PART69UNTIL
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Ididn’tevenwaitforthemtomakeadecisioni

wentstraighttotheguestroomandstarted

crying.IknowthatwhatGeshandiaredoingis

wrong,iknowwegonnabejudgedandwe

probablygonnahavetoliveourliveslikethat.

MypoorLwazihisprobablygonnahavethis

hardtoowhenhegrowsuphavingtolearnthat

Geshandiwerelatedit’sgonnakillhim….

Someoneknockedatthedoor.

Me:Comein…

Lungacameinandsatnexttome..

Me:Ifyoucametojudgemetoothen..

Lunga:That’snotWhatimherefor.

Ilookedathim.



Him:Nokhanyayouhavetounderstandthat

alotofpeopleareveryshockedaboutthis,

especiallyKoko.She’soldandverystricton

cultureandreligion.I’msuresuchhasnever

happenedinherdayssothisisnewtoher.

Me:Whatareyousaying?

Him:I’msayingthatgivehertimetogetusedto

theidea

Me:Andifshedoesn’t?

Lunga:Shewillhavetoo

WewereinterruptedbyKholowhotoldusthat

thefamilyhasmadeadecision.Wewentand

satatthelounge.Thandodrankwater.

Thando:Wehavedecidedthatwenotgonna

allowthisNonsenseofamarriagetohappen.

Me:isawthatonecoming

Koko:Nokhanyait’swrong,nomatterhowhard

youtrytomakegoodexcusesforitbutit’s

wrong.EvenGodknowsit’swrong.



Me:Thenyoulivemenochoicebuttotakemy

sonandgo..

Istoodup.

Thando:Hlalaphantsi!(sitdown)

Isatdown.

Me:Itsjustnotfairwhatyouguysaredoing!I

wasnevertoldaboutSihlebeingmycousin!I

blameallofyou.

Thando:Wedidn’tknowthathewasgonna

comebackintoourlives!Sihlewasneverpart

ofthisfamilyyesweknewabouthimbuthe

wasneverreallyinvolvedwiththeSkhosana

family.

Koko:iknewthatmysonhadachildinever

thoughtthatitwillbethechildnextdoor.

Mom:AlfredandBusiaretobeblamedforthis!

Looknowtheycausingunnecessary

heartbreaks,anduBusididn’twantanythingto

dowiththeSkhosanafamily!



Me:Canyoublameher?Nikhohlakelenjela(all

ofyouareevil)

Thando:Watchyourmouth!Weevilnowbut

whenwedideverythingforyoutakingyouto

thebestschoolsever!Ibetwewerenotevil

then!

Lunga:Canisaysomething?

Thando:Yesyoucan,becauseeveryoneis

sayingsomething!

Lungasatdown.

Lunga:I’vebeenquietandtakinginwhat

everyonehasbeensaying

Thando:Gettothepoint!

Lunga:Canitalkwithoutyouinterruptingme?

Mama:Thandolethimtalk

Lunga:thisismytakeonthissituation.Sihle

andNokhanyaarenottobeblamedforthis.

Theyareinthissituationbecauseoftheelders



whoweren’thonestenoughwithus.Itdoesn’t

matterifGeshwantedtobepartofthefamily

ornotbutthenweshould’vebeentoldabout

him.Ialsodidn’tknowabouthimionlyfound

outrecently.Iknowthatothersaregonnasay

butuncleAlfredwastheonewhoshould’ve

saidsomethingkodwawecanseethathisno

longerwithusthenthosewhoknewaboutthe

matterwhydidn’ttheycomeforthandsaid

somethingtopreventsuchthingsfrom

happening.Nowthingshavespiralledoutof

controlthatFeelingsareinvolvedandachildis

alsoinvolved.Evenofwesaynototheir

relationshipbutthehonesttruthisthattheywill

alwaysfindawaybacktoeachother.Wegonna

losethem,wegonnaloseNokhanyaandBusiis

gonnaloseSihleifwedonotopenoureyesand

actuallyseehowdeeptheirloveforeachother

is.Let’sgobeyondwhat“Society”thinksor

whattheygonnasaylet’sdorightbythistwo

peoplewholoveeachother.WetheSkhosanas



oursurnamehasalwaysbeendraggedtothe

mudandwesurvivedcan’twesurvivethistoo?

Let’snotthinkaboutusforasecondlet’sthink

aboutthetwopeopleinvolvedhere.Nowilove

mybabysistertoomuchtoloseherbecauseof

thefamily’signorance.

Helookedatme.

Him:Nokhanyaiforoneacceptyour

relationshipwithSihle.ByacceptingitI’mnot

sayingicondoneincestbutI’msimplysayingi

won’tfightforthingsthatihavenocontrolover.

Aftersayingthathestoodupandwent.

EveryonewassurprisedbyLunga’sspeech.

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:ialsohaveafewwordstosay.Sihleand

hismotherhassufferedalotinthehandsofthis

family.Sihlealreadyhatesthisfamilybecause

ofwhatdaddydid.Hekilledhisfatherright

infrontofhimthenintroducedSihleintoselling



drugsattheageof11andpromisedtokillhis

motherifherefuses.Dadwentasfarasraping

BusiandthenyouguyswannakeepSihleaway

frommeandLwaziisthatfair?Youguyshave

alreadycausedthempainasitalreadyis.

Theykeptquiet.

Koko:i..I’veheardeverythingthathasbeensaid

hereandithinkthatweshouldcallafamily

meeting.Iwillcallubabomncaneandyour

Grandfatherandsomeoftheunclesto

intervenebecausethisisahugedecisionforus

todecideon.

Me:OkaywithallduerespectI’llpackmy

clothesandgolivewithBusibecausehonestly

I’mtiredofthistensionhereinthishouse,it’s

alsonothealthyforulwazi

Istoodup.

Thando:VeleNokhanyayouarereadytodisown

yourfamilyandforsakeyourowncultureforthe

sakeofaboy



Ilookedathim.

Me:KantiwhatdoyouhaveagainstGesh?I’m

startingtothinkthatthisispersonal!

Hedidn’treplytome.Iwalkedtothebedroom

andstartedpacking,mymomcameinaftera

while……

Her:AwukodwaNokhanyamanjeuzohamba

uhlalangathiawunakhaya(nowyougonnago

aroundActinglikeyoudon’thaveahome)

Me:I’mtiredThuli.

Her:howdidyouknowaboutallofthosethings

thatdaddydidtoBusi?

Me:Geshtoldme..

Her:OhwBusimust’vetoldhim..

Me:Youdon’tsoundsurprised

Her:Comeandsithere.

Iwenttositnexttoher.

Her:Busiandiwerebestfriend,shewaslikea



sisterineverhad

Wewenttothesamehighschooland

coincidentallydadandhisbrotherwenttothe

samehighschool.UyambonanaweuBusi

ukuthimuhlenjani(youcanseehowbeautiful

Busiis)sheovershadowedmeiusedtobe

jealoussometimes

Ilaughedabit.

Me:NaweUmuhlenje(youalsobeautiful)

Her:NotlikeBusi

She’srightGesh’smomisjustwow.

Her:Dadwasabadboy,hewasinvolvedinthis

schemingthingsandGangsterismeveryoneat

schoolwasscaredofhimtheyknewhimvery

well.OntheotherhandAlfredwasanAngelhe

wastheoppositeofdaddyandwasverysmart

likeyou,heusedtokillitatschool.Sometimes

Itwashardtobelievethathimanddadwere

related.



Me:Thenwhathappened?

Her:DaddywantedBusisoobadbutBusididn’t

wanthim.YaziNokhanyaitwassadforBusi

shealwayslivedinfearyourdadamhlupha,

afterschoolhewouldwaitforheratthegate.

Busiwasalwayscryinghewouldevengoasfar

asgoingtoBusi’splaceandthreateningthem

withgunsBusiandhermomwouldruntoour

houseforsafety.Busiwouldalwayscryat

schoolhewentasfarasforcefullytakingher

onedayafterschoolthenazenayelaandhe

wouldrapeherthewholeday.Atsomepointwe

suspectedthatGeshwasKing’sson.

Me:Heain’tishe?

Mom:Nohisnot..HaikeDad’sbrotherAlfred

yourunclesawwhatwashappeningand

startedprotectingBusi.Dadneverwentafter

Alfredbecausesometimesit’shardtofightwith

yoursiblingespeciallybecausetheyweretwins.

Somehowyourdadhitonmeididn’thesitateto



sayyes,Iwassooattractedtobadboysand

himandhiscrewjustdrovemecrazy!

Me:HaMama!

Shelaughed

Her:I’mserious.Butthenthingsstartedto

settledowntherewaspeaceBusiandiwere

datingbrothersbutthenicouldseethatdad

stillwantedBusihewasobsessedwithher.It

gotworsewhenBusiwaspregnantwithGesh

yazihewentcrazybuthecouldn’tleaveme

becausewealreadyhadThando,sohewould

takehisfrustrationsonmebyabusingmeetc.

ThingsgotworsethathekilledAlfredbecause

ofthefactthatBusiwasinlovewithAlfredand

nothim.ThingsbecamehardforBusidad

turnedGeshwhatheistodaybecauseeven

thoughyourunclewasdeadbuthestillwanted

revenge.YaziKhanyoilookatGeshandhis

nothinglikeHisdaduGeshuyithathileintliziyo

kaKing(GeshhasKing’sheart)ufuze



uSkhosanahenevergivesupuntilhegetswhat

hewantsnomatterhowmanypeoplegethurt

alongtheprocess

Me:Yourightaboutthat..

Her:SoyawatchoutforGeshumfuzileuking

(GeshislikeSkhosana)PART70UNTILYOU’RE

MINE
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Busiwasshockedtoseemerockingupinher

housewithbags,LungawasholdingLwazifor

me.

Me:iwouldliketostayhereforafewdaysif

youdon’tmind.Idon’tlikethetensionathome

it’salsonotgoodforLunga.

Her:OfcauseyoucanStayhereaslongasyou

want.

ShecameandtookLwazifromLunga.



Busi:iwasgoingtobuyvegetablesattheshopi

wouldliketogowithhimifyoudon’tmind.

Me:Itsokay

Shewenttoherbedroom,thencamebackwith

Lwazionherback.

Me:AwuBusithat’sunnecessary

Her:haibosonkesakhulaso(weallgrewuplike

this)

Me:ung’moshelaumntwanaYaz(youruining

mychildforme)uyobungekhomakasakhalela

minaukuthingimfakeemhlane(youwon’tbe

therewhenshecriesformetoputhimonmy

back)

Her:Konjemodernmothers!

Me:ican’tdothat

Her:You’llhavetolearn

Me:indeedihavetoo

Shelaughedandwentout,nowitwasjustme



andLungaintheroom.

Me:ThankyouforStandingupformeback

there

Him:iwasstatingfacts

Me:Evenso,thankyou

Hesmiledatme.Icouldseethathewasn’t

okay.

Me:What’swrong?

Him:Itsnothing

Me:icanseethatyouokay.

Helookedatme.

Him:Notlongagoyouwerethisfragilelittle

sisterofminewhocouldn’tevengooutsideina

placefullofpeoplebecauseofAgoraphobia

andpanicattacks.Notsoolongagoyouwere

getting90satschoolwewerethissmall

dysfunctionalfamily,andhereyouaretodayyou

aresomeone’smom.



Me:Yaiknowhowdisappointingitis

Him:iwasn’tgonnaputitlikethat.Iwasgonna

saythatiamproudofthepersonyou’ve

become

Ilookedathim.

Him:Youhaveabackbonenow,youstandup

forwhatyouloveandbelievein.Younolonger

shakenorintimidatedbypettythingsI’mtruly

proudofyou.I’mnothappyabouttheguyyou

havefallenforbutwhatcanisay..

Me:Areyoudying?

Hechuckled

Him:Why?

Me:Haimaantherewayyoutalkingyouno

longerthatignorantbrotheriknow

Him:ihavetogrowup.

Iheardnoiseoutside.Lungaandikeptquietfor

afewseconds.



Lunga:Whosemakingsoomuchnoise?

Me:Mybabydaddy…Waitforit?

Him:Waitforwhat?

GeshandScelowheremakingnoisefromthe

passageallthewaytothekitchendoor.I

figuredouttheyweredrinkingandtheywas.

Me:imeantthat

Theystoodatthedoorastheydidn’texpectto

usthere.

Scelo:YoohsorryFedeninjani(howareyou

guys)

Youcan’tseparateGeshfromHeineken.

Scelo:LungamfwethuFedek’hambani?(what’s

popping)

Lunga:Ahhnex.

Theygaveeachotherhandshakes.

AfterawhileLungaandGeshlookedateach

other.KonjetheyhavethatLesediissue.Gesh



bowedhisheadabitforLunga,sodidLunga.

Lungathenstoodup.

Lunga:I’llseeyoutomorrowNokhanya

Me:Okay

Istoodupandgavehimthelongesthugever

Me:Thankyouagain

Him:I’llalwaysstandupforyou,youknowthat.

Ismiledathim,hewalkedout.

Scelo:liphiiO’ladyumuntuugawulekile

(where’syourmom,I’mveryhungry)

Gesh:Stoptreatingmymomasiflikeshe’s

yourmaid.

Scelo:mosowuringasongiyaziveleukuthi

uqalilengokubastingy(whenyoutalklikethati

knowthatyouhavestartedwithbeingstingy)

Ilaughed.

Scelo:athingiyogindlanyana(letmegoand

sleepabit)



Gesh:notinmymom’sroom,noteven

ekamerenikagugu(notevenInGugu’sroom)

zilandeesofenintanga(sleeponthecouch)

Scelodidn’tsayanything,Geshlookedatme.

Him:Andthenwenamosowudonseubusoso?

Wozala(andyouwhat’swiththelongface,

comehere)

Istoodupandwentuptohim,heputthecanof

beeronthesinkcounter.Heputhishands

aroundmywaistandkissedme.Idon’twhythe

alcoholinhismouthalwaysturnedmeon.

HethenranhisHandonmyhair

Him:Whomademybabysad?

Me:ihadaconversationwithmyfamily

Him:bathini(whataretheysaying)

Me:Wellthey….

Someonewalkedin,icouldn’tbelievewhoit

was.ItwasThando.



Thando:Sho

Gesh:Wola

Thando:Athingiringenawe(letmetalktoyou)

Gesh:Sure.

Hekissedme.

Gesh:I’mcoming..

Theywentoutsidetohisroom..

Iwassittingtherethinkingtomyselfwhatare

theytalkingabout,afterafewminutesidecided

togoandeavesdropthedoorwasclosedbut

thewindowwasopen.Theywouldn’tseeme

becausehiscurtainsaredark…..

Thando:Howmuchdoyouwantmetopayyou

foryoutostayawayfrommysister?

Gesh:stayawayfromherhow?

Thando:idon’tknowgoaway,movetoanother

placewe’llfakeyourDeath!We’llsaythatyou

hadanaccidentofsomesort.



Geshlaughed.

Thando:I’mdoingthisbecauseiknowyou,or

youforgettingthatyouandicomeveryfari

knowallyourscandals.

Gesh:VeleThandoeventodaywegonnahate

eachotherandremainswornenemiesbecause

ofleskhekhesakho(becauseofthatbitchof

your)

Thando:Don’tcallherthat!!(shouting)she’snot

aboutthatlifeanymore,shehaschanged!

Gesh:uyahlanyayisfebelentoyakho!(thatthing

ofyoursisabitch)

Thando:Youbeinghereisopeningupold

woundsshecan’tevensleepatnightshecries

thewholenight!

Gesh:Thatwasalongtimeago

Thando:butitstillhurtsher.Shelovedyou

wholeheartedlyandwenawhatdidyoudo?You

madeheryourspermdish!



Gesh:itoldherthatIdidn’tHaveanyfeelings

forherbutshekeptonpushingandgivingme

Pussywhatwasisupposedtodo?

Thando:Justdisappear!Youhavecausedalot

ofpeoplepain!

Gesh:idon’tknowwhyyoumadatmewhen

yourFatherandJohnfuckedhertoo.Whyaren’t

youmadatthemtoo?

Thando:Becausewiththemitwasjustsex!But

withyouitwaslove!Shelovedyouand

everytimethatyousleptwithheryoutooka

pieceofher.

Gesh:Don’tmakeitsoundasiflikeuMandaiza

wasadecentgirlshewasafuckenstripperand

aparttimeprostitute!Naweawucavanga!(you

notsmart)thatbitchsleptwithyourfather

severaltimesbutyoustillwentaheadand

marriedher!

Thando:Don’tcallherbythatname!She

doesn’tgobythatnameanymorehernameis



Kholo!

Iputmyhandaroundmymouth,icouldn’t

believethisiwentbacktothehouse.Tearsfelli

couldn’tbelievethis.

Ihadmixedemotionsandangerwasoneof

them.Iwentoutandwenttomyhouse.Ifound

hercookingLungawashelpingher.

Lunga:Heyyou..

Ilookedaround

Kholo:Nokhanyaareyoualright?

Igrabbedaknifeandwenttoher.

Lunga:NokhanyaWhoa!

Isweariwantedtohurther,asiwas

approachingherreadytostabherLungajump

inandtheknifeaccidentallywentinhis

stomach.

Lunga:Ahhhhhhhhhhhh!!!!

Hesaidthatashewasgoingdown.



Iputbothmyhandsonmycheeks,notawareof

whatI’vejustdid.

Me:Lunga!!!!!!!!PART71UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Whenmymomsawwhathappened,shequickly

gothercaroutofthegarageandwetook

Lungatothehospital.Hehadlostalotofblood

whenwegotthereandwasunconscious.Myt-

shirtwasfullofhisbloodandmyhandsas

well………..

……..

Mymom,Kholo,Koko,andmyselfwewere

sittingatthewaitingarea.Ididn’tlookatKholoi

didn’tevenwannasaynothingtoher.

Mama:Whatreallyhappened?Nokhanyawhat

madeyoutostabyourbrother?

Ikeptquiet.



Mama:I’mtalkingtoyouNokhanya*Shouting*

Koko:CalmdownThulithisisahospital.

Mymomwascrying.

Mom:Yazii…I’mdonewithyouNokhanyayou

hearme!I’menoughwithyou!

MymomstoodupandWalkedaway.

Koko:I’mcoming

Kokostoodupandwentaftermymom……..

Kholo:No….

Sheclearedherthroat.

Her:Whatwasthatallabout?

Ilookedather.

Me:Youareaslut!Atrampyoubelongona

corner!!

Shelookedatmeasiflikeshedidn’tbelieve

thatiwassayingthisthings.

GeshandThandocamerushingin.



Thando:Whathappened?What’sthisihear

aboutLunga?

Kholostoodupandhuggedhim.GeshCameto

me.

Gesh:Areyoualright?

Hetriedtouchingmebutiactedcoldtowards

her.

Kholo:Howdidyoufindout?

Thando:fromsomegirlcalledNomvula,what

reallyhappened?

Kholo:uNokhanyawastryingtostabmebut

Lungajumpedinfrontofmeandhegotstabbed

insteadofme

Thando:What?

Gesh:Khanyowhatwouldyoudothatfor?

Thando:YaNokhanyawhywouldwannahurt

mywifelikethat?

Me:Wife?WifeThando?Didn’tyousaythis



thingsleptwithDadandGesh?Isn’tthisthinga

hookerandastripper?

Theyalllookedsurprised.

Me:Yesihearditall!

Thando:Nokhanyathat’ssomedeeppastyou

shouldn’tconcernyourselfwith!

Kholo:Exactly!

IapproachedherandGeshheldme.

Me:sayonewordTrampandiswear!

Gesh:I’lltakeherhome..

Thandonoddedhishead.

Gesh:Let’sgo..

Me:I’mnotgoinganywhere..

Hetriedpullingmebutistartedhittingme.

Me:Don’ttouchme!!*shouting*

Anurseapproachedus.

Nurse:Excusemedowehaveaproblemhere?



Gesh:Nowedon’t,sorry..

Shelookedatme.

Nurse:ihopeso..

Shethenwalkedaway.Geshcarriedmeonhis

shoulderwhileiwaskickingandscreaming.He

putmedownwhenwegottohiscar.He

openedthedoorforme.

Him:Getin!

Me:I’mnotgettingi..

Him:Nokhanya!

Isawhowserioushewas.Igotin.

Hewenttohisside.Hedidn’tstartthecar,he

justputthekeysintheignitionandthenlooked

atme..

Him:uyahlanyaNokhanya?(areyoucrazy)

Ikeptquiet.

Him:sincewhendoyoustabpeople?Whatif

youkilledyourbrother?Orworsewhatifyou



stabbedKholoandthenshe..

Me:CallherMandaiza!That’shernameisn’tit?

Him:ThatwasalongtimeNokhanya!Iwas18

forheaven’ssake!

Me:Andthat’ssupposedtomakemefeel

better?

Hejustlookedatme.

Him:Nokhanyaimwithyou,whycan’tyoujust

getitthroughyourthickskullthatIloveyou!

Me:Mxm

Him:Ang’sazistruu(idon’tknowanymore)

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff….

ForthenextfewdaysLungawasrecovering

verywell.IwasstilllivingwithGesh’smomand

Gugu.Lesediandiweretightnowwegoout

anddrinktogether.ItwasaSaturdayandihad

crashedoveratLesedi’splacesheliveswith

herbigsisterwhoseaflightattendantsoshe



washardlyhome…………..

Iwokeupwithahugehangoverwehadbeen

drinkingthepreviousnight.

IwokeupLesedi.

Lesedi:What?

Me:wakeup..

Lesedi:Whattimeisit?

Me:idon’tknow

Her:Thenwhyareyouwakingmeup?Justwait

aminutenyana

Me:Mxmbelikethat!

Iwasstillabitdrunktooirantothebathroom

andvomited..Ithenrinsedmymouth.

Iwenttositonthecouch,myphonewasonthe

coffeetableitookit.Ihadmissedcallsfrom

alotofpeopleincludingGesh.Hehadalsosent

meamessagewhichread“makesurethati

don’tfindyou,becauseIswearI’mgoingtokill



you”idroppedmyphonePART72UNTIL
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GettinghighwithLesediandlivingfreewasjust

thebestthingthathaseverhappenedtome.

Haveyoueverexperiencedthefeelingof

gettinghigh?It’sjustamazing.Wewere

drinkingandsmokingweed.Thishasbeena

goodwayofdealingwithmyproblems.We

wereatjhbcrashingatsomeflatwasoneof

herfriend’sflat.Lesedihasalotoffriendsthati

couldn’tkeepup.ThisonewasNellyshewasa

tattooartist.Weweresittingattheflatjustthe

3ofusafteranepicnightwehadlast.

Me:iseriouslycannotkeepupyallI’mdead

tired

Nelly:YouyourselfinshitwithLesedishe’sa

partyanimal



Me:Yourightaboutthaticannotkeepup.

Lesedi:imissmybabybontlenow.

Nelly:Howisshethough?

Lesedi:She’sokay,icalledthemlastnight.

Ididn’tlikethisconversationikeptquiet.

Nelly:ishouldcomeandvisithersomeTime..

Lesedi:Youshouldindeed

Nellylookedatme.

Nelly:KhanyoLeseditoldmethatyouhavea

babytoo

Me:Yesido..

Lesedi:Wehavethesamebabydaddy

Nelly:Who?Gesh?

Lesedi:Yeap

Nelly:andyetyoutwoarebestieshowdoes

thatworkforbothofyou?

Lesedi:AghI’moverGesh



Nelly:ohwReallynow?

Lesedi:Yesihavemovedonwithmylife

Nelly:Weren’tyoutheonewhosa…

Lesedi:NellyisaidthatI’moverhim,canyou

justacceptthat!

Shestoodup.

Lesedi:I’mgoingoutforasmoke..

Shewentout.

Nelly:Ookay…

Ididn’tsayanything.

Nelly:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Thislifeicanjusttellthatit’snotforyou

sowhatareyoudoing?

Me:Pleasedon’ttrytogoDrPhilonme.

Nelly:Youevenlookyoungtobedoingwhat

youdoing.



Me:Nellyplease,I’mnotinthemood

Nelly:justbesafeLesediisnotthekindabitch

youwannafuckwithit.

Me:Butyoufuckingwithher

Her:YesbecauseI’mcrazy

Ilaughed…….

Nelly:Letmegoandbaththengotowork.

Lesediwalkedinafterawhile.

Lesedi:WhereisNelly?

Me:Shewenttobath,saidshe’sgoingtowork

Lesedi:Okay.Soicalledafewrichfriendsof

minewegonnabegoingouttonight

Me:Again?I’mtired

Her:Nokhanyacomeondon’tgivemethatnow!

Me:Lesediwewerepartyinganddrinkingthe

wholeweekmybodyistiredineedtorest

Lesedi:ifyourollingwithLesedithere’snotime



forrest.LookNokhanyayouneedtoloosenup

abitgooutthereandmeetnewpeople,how

elseareyougoingtogetoverGesh.

Ilookeddown.

Lesedi:Nodon’tcatchfeelingsnow.Remember

allthethingsthathedidtoyou.Nokhanyathat

guywon’tchangeI’vebeenwithhimforover3

yearsandlookatweendedup?Samethingis

happeningtoyoulookwhereyouandhimhave

endedup.

LesediwasrightGeshisdonehurtme.

Lesedi:Herepeatedlysleptwithyoursisterin

law.Iknowthatwasalongtimeagobuthe

should’veatleasttoldyouabouttheirpast.

Me:Yourightaboutthatheshould’vebeen

honest…………….

19:00camewepreparedourselvesiwas

wearingaShortdresswithheelsLesedihad

borrowedmeherclothes.Herdresswasabit



tightbutthat’sbecauseI’mabitbiggerthanher.

Myphonehasbeenoffthewholetime.

Me:Thisdressseemsabittooshortandvery

tight.

Her:Thatishowit’ssupposedtobewiththose

curvesgirlyougonnagetyoualoadednigga

tonight

Me:I’mveryuncomfortablewiththiswhole

thing

Her:YouhavemeNokhanyathere’snoneedto

beuncomfortable.

Shedidhermakeupanddidmymakeuptoo

shegavemehoopearrings.Ifeltandlooked

likeahookerthatredlipstickandwhatnot

Mara….

Her:Girlyoulookbeautifulverybeautiful.

Ifakedasmiled.Wewenttowaitdownstairs

forher“Friends”

Innotimeablackcarshoweduplookedlikea



Roycerolls.Someguycameout.Helookedvery

buffedup.Waswearingablackvestthatwas

tight,blackpantsandblackshoeswithglasses.

HecametousandhuggedLesedi.

Him:Hellobaby

HisaccentsoundedNigerian.

Lesedi:Babymeetmyfriendhernameis

Nokhanya.

Hetookoffhisglassesandlookedatme.

Lesedi:ButyoucancallherKhanyo

Hecameandhuggedme,hishandswentdown

tomybutifeltveryuncomfortableibrokethe

hug.

Lesedi:She’sjustshybaby

Him:Itsunderstandable

Hewenttothecarandwefollowedhim.We

droveuptosomeclublookedsophisticated…

Wegotoutofthecarandwentinsidewewere



intheVIPsection.

Heboughtusdrinksandwestarteddrinkingi

wasveryscarednowiwon’tlie,iwantedtoget

outofthere…thisguywasbusystarringatme

youknowhewasgivingmethosedirtysexual

looks..

Lesedi:Babyithoughtyourfriendsweregonna

come

Him:Theybusy.

Lesedi:That’ssadnowmyfriendisgonnabe

bored.

Him:We’llbothkeephercompany.

Lesedi:Thisclubisabitdead

TheNiggaleanedovertoherandwhispered

somethingtoher.ThenLesedilookedatme.

Her:I’mcomingbackiwanttogoandpowder

mynose.

Shestoodupandwent.ThisNiggacametosit



nexttome.Heranhishandonmythighs,then

wentupgrabbingmybreasts.Iwasnot

comfortableatall.

Him:RelaxbabyI’mnotgonnahurtyou.I’m

preparingyouforour3somelater

Ilookedathimdumbfounded

Him:Didn’tLeseditellyouthatwegonnahavea

3some..

Iremovedhishandfromme.

Me:iwannagohome

Hegavemeadeathstare.

Him:What’syourproblemnow?Wehaven’t

evenhadfunyet.

Lesedicameback.

Him:babypleasetakeyourfriendoutsideand

talktohershe’spissingmeoff

Lesedilookedatme,andsignalledmethatwe

shouldgotalkoutside.



Istoodupandwentoutsideclosetothe

parkingwereitwasQuiet.

Her:Wtfiswrongwithyou?Doyouwantthis

guytokillus?

Me:icannotbelievethatyouaresellinguslike

that!

Her:WakeupPrincessDiananoteverything

we’llbehandedtoyouinasilverplatter!

Me:bitchI’mdoneheretakemehome!

Sheslappedme.Iputmyhandonmycheeknot

believingwhatjusthappened

Her:Youtooktheloveofmylifeandikeptnow

yougonnapay!

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:Gesh,yourememberhim?Youtookhim

awayfromme!Thingsbetweenmeandhim

werefineuntilyoucamealong!Allofthisis

paybackNokhanya!



Me:Youdaughterofabitch!!

Shetriedslappingmeagainthenihadagun

shot,idon’tknowwhereitcamefrombutIsaw

bloodcomingoutofLesedi’smouththenshe

fell..

Iscreamed…Someoneputtheirhandonmy

mouth.

Person:Shutthefuckup!

Ohhmywordirecognisethisvoice!PART73
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ItwasRileyheleftaredandblackbandana

ontopofLesedi’sbodyidon’tifshewasdead

orstillalivehethentookmetohiscar.

Me:Howdidyoufindme?

Him:Believemeifitwasn’tthathard

Iwasabittraumatisedatwhathappened.



Me:Youshotherinfrontofme!

Him:Youluckyiwastheonewhoshowedup

firstandnotGesh.Ifitwashimbothofyall

bitchesbedead.

Me:Whereyoutakingme?

Him:tomyhouse.

Me:iwannaseeGesh

Heshookhishead.

Him:TherewaythatGeshissoomadatyoui

don’tthinkit’ssmarttoseehim.

Me:Whydidyoucometorescueme?

Him:BecauseI’velivedthislifewithAnathi,and

I’mtryingtosaveyourstupidelsebeforefinds

youandkillsyou

Me:Geshwillneverdothat

Him:Yeah…Right!…………………

WegottohishouseNokhanyacametohugme.



Her:OhhhNokhanyaareyoualrightkodwa?

Iwasatthevergeofcrying.

Me:I’malright

ShelookedatRiley

Her:Thankyou.

Rileyjustwalkedaway..

Her:Let’sgetyououtofthisclothes.

Somebeautifulgirlshowedup,shelooked

youngcouldbe16shewasverybeautiful.

Her:Anathii…

Shelookedatme.

Her:Ohwhello…

Me:Hi..

Anathi:ThisismylittlesisterMbali

Me:She’sverybeautiful

Sheblushed



Mbali:Thankyou..

ShelookedatAnathi

Her:CanisleepoveratItu’splacenext

weekend?

Anathi:That’ssomethingwedefinitelyhaveto

discusswithRiley

Mbali:Youknowhisgonnasayno..

Anathi:SothenitwillbeaNo..

Mbali:ButAnathi..

Anathi:NoMbali..

Mbali:Hisinaverybadspacehisparentsare

divorcing

Anathiarelookingatherallshocked.

Anathi:What?NeoandSibaaredivorcing?

Mbali:Yes

Anathi:Tellmeyoujoking!

Mbali:NoSibawascheatingNeokilledtheguy



shewascheatingwithadarkcloudhascame

overtheMarefamilyNeohasjoinedJomar’s

crewbacktostealingtocars,it’samess!

Anathi:ineedtogoandseeSibaicanonly

imaginewhatshe’sgoingthrough.

Mbali:Youshould..

Shethenwalkedaway.

Me:IsshetalkingaboutSibamare?

Anathi:Yesyouknowher?

Me:Whodoesn’tknowSibathetoughestlawyer

inSAshecomeshighlyrecommended.Iadmire

thatwomanherandherhusbandlookedhappy

especiallywhentheywriteabouttheminthe

papers.

Anathi:Noteverythingisasitseems.

Me:Meaning?

Her:Heonceshotherwhentheirsonwasjust

born



MyeyeswidenedInastonishment

Me:Youjokingright?

Her:iwish.

Wowthatwasnewstomyearsireallyadored

thatcouple,wasthemostpowerfulcoupleever.

Anathiwalkedmeupstairs.

Anathi:Nokhanyathisisyourlastchance,girlif

youdon’tchangeyourwaysnowyouwillendup

inthegrave.Youreallyneedtothinkaboutwhat

mattersthemosttoyoubecauseyouarevery

closetolosingGesh.

Me:Definitely,whathappenedtodayhastruly

openedmyeyes.Ifitwasn’tforRileyI’llbe….

Ilookedatherandsmiled.

Me:Thankyouforsavingmeagain

Her:Gobathandthinkaboutwhattrulymatters

toyou.I’llbringyousomePjs.

Iwenttothebathroomandbathe.Sittinginthat



bathtubandthinkingaboutallthemistakesI’ve

madehowdoibegintofixthebrokenpieces.I

amreadytochangemylifeafterwhat

happenedmyeyesareopenedtowhat’s

importanttome.IneedtogetmyAssupand

gogetthatmatriccertificateandfocuson

raisingmyson………

WheniwasdoneAnathibroughtmepjs.

Her:Itsnottoolatetomakebetterdecisions.

Me:Youright,ijustdon’tknowhowI’mgonna

fixeverything

Her:YouastraightAyou’llfigureitout

Ismiledalittle.

Me:iprobablywill..

Her:Geshiscomingoverdon’tyouwannatalk

tohim?

Me:iheardhismadatme

Anathi:Yeahhisprettymadiwon’tlie



Me:Rileysaidhewantstokillme

Her:Wellhedidmentionsomethinglikethatbut

idon’tthinkhewill,helovesyoutoomuchtokill

me

Me:idon’tknowAnathi..

Her:believemeallbadboystheirweaknessis

thepersonthattheylove.Lookhowhardcore

RileyisI’vedonedidhimbadheevenonce

caughtmeinbedwithhisworstenemybuthe

neverkilledme.

Me:That’sbig

Her:iknow..Geshmightprobablythrowabitof

sometantrumsbutkillingyouidoubt…………..

AnathiandiwenttotheguestroomwhereI’ll

becrashinginwaitingforGesh,iwassoo

scarediwasbitingmynails.

Anathi:Areyoualright?

Me:I’llbefine..



ThedooropenedandGeshwalkedinwithRiley

istoodup.HelookedatmethenAnathi

Gesh:HeyAnathi

HehuggedAnathi

Anathi:Hey…

Gesh:Thankyouforfindingher

Anathi:Noproblem

Riley:ithinkthat“Thankyou”wasmeantforme

Anathi:Whatever..

AnathiwalkeduptoRiley

Anathi:Let’sgivethemsomespacetotalk..

Riley:Okay..AndmyNinjaifyoudecidetokill

her,knowigotyourbackwegonnaBuryherin

mybackyard

IlookedatRiley

Anathi:Hisjoking..

AnathipushedRileyout.Geshwentandlocked



thedoorthencametome.Iswallowedhardi

wasveryscared.

Heslappedmerightacrossmyface

Him:Ng’funaukukushayaNokhanya(iwanna

beatyouup)iwannabeatyouupthattheshit

youdidyou’llneverthinkofdoingitasagain!

Iwasnowintears.

Him:ng’khathelewuweyezwa(I’mtiredofyou)

Hetookoffhiswristwatch.

Me:GeshI’msorry,Iwon’tdoiteveragaini

promise

IwassooscaredthatiwasliterallyShaking.

thewayhewassooseriousaboutthissituation

heevenplayedenimem’ssongKim..Afterthis

experienceI’mprobablygonnahatethatsong

fortherestofmylife.PART74UNTILYOU’RE
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IthoughtSihlewasjustjokingwhenhesaidhe

wasgonnabeatmeup.Hegavemeabeating

thatI’mprobablynevergonnaforgetinmylife.

TheonlythingIhadrememberedwasbeing

beatenuptothepulpiscreamed,icriedbuti

doubtAnathiheardbecausetheywere

downstairs.Iscreameduntiligaveup

screamingbecausemythroatwasgettingabit

sore…….

Halfwaythroughthebeatingithinkiblacked

outbecauseIwokeatthehospitalwithAnathi

starringatme.Iwasabitdrowsyicouldfeel

thattheyhadGivenmeAnaesthesia.Anathi

smiledatme.

Her:Hey..

Me:hi(scratchyvoice)

Myvoicewasscratchyandhalfofitwasgone.I

triedtomovebutiwasinexcruciatingpain,the

kindofpainthatI’veneverfeltbefore..



Me:Ouchhhhhh!

Anathi:Takeiteasy,you’vejustgotoperated

notsolong

Ilookedather.

Her:You..Youhadinternalbleedingandafew

brokenribs.Irememberedwhathappened,

Geshhappened!Myeyesfeltheavy….

Me:Didhe…Didhetouchmyface?(crying)

Her:Nosweetyyourfacelooksfine…

Me:ithinkipushedhimtoofar…

Anathi:HewasveryAngry.

Nhlanhlaentered.

Him:Weeeeemntakamauvukile(youare

awake)

Ismiledathim.

Him:itriedcallingyou

Me:meandphonesAiiwehaveaproblem



Him:ubaniokwenzeso(whodidthistoyou)

Me:iwas…Iwasattackedandalmost

Anathilookedatme.

Him:unamangawenakuphi?(Where)

Me:LaphangaseAlex(closetoAlex)

Him:HaimzalaungahambieAlexakusotsotsi

kuyafiwa!(don’tgottoAlexthere’salotofthugs)

Anathi:I’msurenowsheknowsbetterthanto

walkeAlex

Him:ithingihambe(letmego)iamamidwife

phela.Mzalapleasekeawukeushiyenomai

addressbeforeuhamba(pleaseleaveyour

addressbeforeyougo)

Me:iwill.

Hewent.Anathilookedatme

Her:TheyattackedyoungaseAlex?

Me:Don’tstartplease..



Her:YaziicanseethatyouandGeshloveeach

otherakeniyekeleukuhlanya(stopwiththis

madness)

Thedoctorcamein..

Dr:Goodafternoon

Wegreetedhimback

Dr:thelasttimeisawyou,youwereheretogive

birthandtodayyouareherewithbruiseswhat

happened?

ItoldhimthesamestoryitoldNhlanhlathati

gotattackediwasn’tgonnatellthemthetruth

aboutGesh.Whathappenedwasmyfaulti

swearipushedhimtoofarandI’mtaking

responsibility.

..

Dr:Eventhoughyoudon’trememberorknow

howtheylooklikeI’mstillgonnacallthepolice

Me:doctorpleaseI’vebeenthroughhellit’s

enoughnow,ijustwannaletthisgo..



Helookedatme.

Dr:Ifyousayso………………….

Iwasinhospitalfortwoweeks,Geshnever

cametoseemeevenonce.Iwasdepresseddid

hestillloveme?Haveipushedhimtoofarthat

hedoesn’tcareaboutmeanymore?Icried

everydayinthathospital.Howwasmylittle

Lwazidoing,thetraumaikeeponputtinghim

throughhowisheevergrowupwithsucha

mother.Ilovemysonwithallmyheartbutifeel

likeI’vefailedhim.Youknowwhenyoualone

yougettothinkaboutallthecrapthatyou’ve

done…….

IwasfinallydischargedAnathicametofetch

me.Shewaswearingallblackwithared

Bandanaaroundherneckandablackone

aroundherwrist.

Me:Youabloodtoo?

Her:I’vebeenabloodforquietawhilenow.



Shewasn’taloneshewaswithsomewhite

chubbygirlwhowassuckingonalollipop…I

recogniseherfromtheCabin.

Anathi:idon’tknowifyoustillrememberMy

sisterinlawGina?

Me:istillrememberher.

Shegavemeahandshake.

Anathi:GinathisisKhanyo,Gesh’swoman

Gina:DoyoumindIficallyouKay?

Me:Noitsalrightmyfriendscallmethattoo.

Shesmiledatme.Iwasn’t100%okaythe

doctorssaidit’sgonnatakemeawhileto

recoverbecausethedamagethatwasdone

internallywastoogreat.Hegavemesomepain

killersandtoldmetobuysomebathingsalts

andwhatnotandcometoseehimafter6

months…………….

IwaslimpingallthewaytothecarandIwas

walkingslow.Wefinallygotintothecarand



Anathihadtodriveabitslowbecauseofthe

painiwasin…..

Wepassedbytogetthebathingsaltsetcthen

wedrovehome,drovetomyhousetobe

specific…

Icouldhearthenoiseallthewaytothedoor,

Geshandnoiseyoucan’tseparatethemsome

ofourwhiteneighbourswereangry.

Neighbour:fok!Wecan’tsuchnoisethisisnot

someniggahoodinComptonthisisaclassy

neighbourhood!I’mcallingthepolice!!

IwasprayingthatLwaziwasn’taroundmybaby

won’ttakesuchnoise.Weopenedthedoor

GeshwastherewithallthebloodcrewThey

werewearingblack.Geshwaswearinga

differentblackoutfitfromtherest.Hewas

wearingablackvest,blackdenimskinnyJeans

andblacksneakerswithredspikes.Hehada

blackSnapbackcapthistimearoundfora

changebecausehealwayswearBeaniehats.



Theydidn’tforgetthebandanas.Theylooked

liketheywerecelebratingsomething,therewas

3bottleofHennesseywhiskeyonthetable,one

wasevenhalfempty.TherewasCirocalsoand

Heinekencans,notonlythatbuttherewasalot

ofcashonthetablesome3bitcheswasbusy

playingaroundwiththecash.theylookedlike

thosevideovixenbitchesbigboobs,bigAsses

theywerewearingnothingbutbrasandG-

stringsallthosebigassessoutthere.Another

bitchwasdancingontopofmykitchencounter

someweretwerkingyaziitwasamessthey

alsohadcigars

Theywereplaying“Euroftlilwayneand

birdman_wealright”theyweresingingalong

anddancingaroundlookedliketheywere

havingfun,yaziwestoodthereandlookedat

them.

Them:“Longasmyniggasrightthenwealright

Longasthewomenrightthenwealright



Longasthedrinksonicethenwealright

Longastheseprivateflightsthenwealright

Longaswelivingrightthenwealright

Longasit’shighlifethenwealright

CauseIloveitmorethananything

Boyit’smoneyovereverything,webeenalright”

Ittookthemabout10mintonoticeuswhen

theyfinallydidGeshturneddownthemusic…

Gesh:Lookwhoseback,yallthisismywife!

Hecametomeandputhishandaroundmy

waistwhilestandingnexttomehesqueezed

meabit,iclosedmyeyesbecausehewas

inflictingpainonme.

Gesh:yalldon’tknowhowmuchilovethisbitch!

Hetonguekissedmerightinfrontofhisfriends

whiletheycheeredhim.

Him:Guesswhat?I’vemadeitintothecrewI’m

nowablood!Wejustdidaheistthatscoredus



alotofmoney…Shallwedrinktothat?(shouting)

Theydrankthenthrewtheirglassesonthe

ground!Geshwasoutofcontrolthatitscared

me..

Hesignalledforthemusictobebackon.

Hethentooktometothebedroom.Hewasa

bitsloshed.Heputhishandsaroundmywaist

andpulledmeclosertohim,igasped,he

whisperedinmyear

Him:Doesithurt?

Inodded..

Him:Evenwhenidothis?

Hesqueezedmetightonmywaist..

Me:Ahhhhh(screaming)

Myvoicewasfailingme.Sowhenthevoice

failstrytears.Myeyeswasfilledwithtears.

Hekissedmewhilesqueezingmetight,ipulled

out.



Me:Geshplease!(crying)

Him:You…

Themusicstopped.

Him:Wtf?

Hewentoutofthebedroom,ifollowedhim

whilelimping..

Gesh:Whothefuckturnedthemusicdownin

myhousewithoutmypermission?

Someguywassittingonthecouch’sarmwith

hisonefootonthecouchandanotherfooton

thefloor.

Hewasabloodididn’tknowwhohewas.

Hewaswearingblackglasses.Hefixedhissun

glasses

Him:Wegotcompanyninjas

HehadacanofHeinekeninhishand.

Copsgotinholdingguns,wearingbulletproof

vests.Theyweren’tlaughingtheylooked



serious.

Gesh:isaidWhothefuckturnedthemusic

downinmyhousewithoutmypermission!!

Thistimesomelesbianansweredithinkher

nameisjamie

Her:WegotCopsmaninthehouse

Gesh:So?

Rileyappearedfromnowhereallsloshedhim

andGeshweretheonlyoneswholookedmore

sloshedthananyoneelse

Riley:Whatthefuckhappenedtothemusic?

Gesh:That’swhatiwasasking!

Cop1:Weherebecauseofsomecomplaint

fromyourneighbours

Riley:What’stheproblem?

Cop1:Theysuspectingthatthere’ssomething

dodgygoingonhereandthatdrugsareinvolved

Riley:Sohowisthatourfuckenproblem?



Cop2:Siryoucannottoanofficerofthelawlike

that

Gesh:Wecantalktoyouhoweverwewantyou

inmyTerritorybitch!

Cop1:Cuffthem!

Some2Copsapproachedthemalltheblood

membersstooduppreparingforaction.I

lookedatRileyandGeshthinkingtomyselfhow

crazytheyarebusydisrespectingCopslikethat!
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Shitwasn’tfunnyanymorebecausetheCops

calledbackup,buttoRileyandGeshitwasstill

funny.TheCopswentandcuffedthem..

Gesh:Iknewiwasn’tsupposedtobefucking

withyourwhiteAss

Riley:Shutthefuckupniggawegoingtojail

becauseyourwererunningyourmouthlikea



bitch!

Gesh:Noniggawegoingtojailbecauseofthe

shityoudid!

Theyescortedthemout.Ireallydon’tknow

whatgotintoGeshforreal.

Anathi:Okaypartyisover!Letthembitchesget

upoutofhere..

Everyonewent.

Anathi:Don’tworryI’llgetacleaningcompany

tocomeandcleanthemess

Me:Thankyou.Whataboutthemoneythough

Anathi:Theiraccountantwillsortthat

out……………

Anathididasshesaidshegotpeopletocome

andcleanup,theaccountantcametotakethe

stacksofcashontopofthetable…

Itwasalongdayiwenttobaththenwatched

Tv…….



Geshwalkedinaftersomehoursprobablywas

around22:00,heevendroppedhiskeysashe

waswalkingin.

Him:Shit!!

Istoodup.Heclosedthedoorandturned

around.

Him:Heybabydidiwakeyouup?

Me:Notreally..

Him:I’msorrymunchkin.

Hecametohugme.

Me:Pleasetakeiteasyistillhaven’thealed

Him:I’msorryiforgotthatibeattheshitoutof

you!

Hesaidthatwhilegentlysqueezingmycheek.

Ididn’tlikeGesh’snewattitudeatall.

HeliftedupmyPjtop.Thebruiseswhere

intense,iwasgreenwherehehasbeatingme.I

alsohadascarwhereiwasoperated.Heknelt



downandputhishandsaroundmywaistwhile

kissingmewherehehadhurtme..

Him:I’msorrybabydoesitstillhurt?

Me:Justabit..

Hegotbackup,andkissedme..

Heputhishandonmycheek.

Him:promisemethatyouwillnevereveranger

melikethateveragain!

Me:ipromise

Tearswerenowstreamingdownmycheeks

Hekissedthem.

Him:ihatedoingthistoyou,seeingyouwithall

thisbruisesandbrokenbonesithurtsmemore

thanithurtsyou..

Me:isweariwon’tdisrespectyoulikethat.

Hesmiledatme.

Me:WhereisLwazi?



Him:Hiswithmymom

Me:wouldibeaskingtoomuchifisaidiwanna

seehim?

Him:Yes

Me:imisshimGesh..

Helaughed.

Him:Nokhanyayouliterallyabandonedhimto

goandbitcharound!

Me:iknowwhatididwaswrongand…

Heputhisfingeronmylips.

Him:Shhhhhhh

Heranhisfingeronmylipsbrushingthem

softly.

Him:Youcan’tkeepondoingthistoLwazi.

Todayyouarethereandtomorrowyouarenot.

Heneedsafulltimemotherandnotaparttime

bitch!

Me:Wow!



Him:YoucanwowallyouwantNokhanyabut

youhavebeenabitch!Rollingaroundwith

Nigeriansandallthat!Shitthatstillmakesme

angry!

Ikeptquiet.

Him:thejudgehasgrantedmefullcustodyof

Lwazi

Me:What?

Him:Youmissedourcourtdaterememberi

wasfightingyouforfullcustodyofLwaziand

youmissedyourcourtdate?Justwenttoshow

howmuchofabadmotheryouare!

Angertookoverandislappedhim.Heraisedup

hishandwantingtohitmebackbuthestopped

himself..

Him:Dothatagainanduzobonauzoy’tholainto

oyifunayo(dothatagainandyou’llsee,you’ll

getwhatyouwant)

HeclickedhistongueandWalkedtothe



bedroom.IswearsinceGeshbecamea“Blood”

hewasactingbrandnewiwonderwhattheydid

tohim.

Thehousephonerangandiwenttoanswerit..

Me:Hello

Busi:Nokhanyaisthatyou?

Me:Yes

Her:uBusiokhulumayo(it’sBusispeaking)

Me:Ohhirecognisethevoice

IcouldhearLwazimakingnoiseinthe

background.

Me:ulwaziakakalali?(Lwaziisnotasleep)

Her:ohoulwaziusile!(hisnaughty)hewas

toothinghehastwosmallteethnowidon’t

knowhowmanydummiesiboughtforhim

becausehebitesthem.

Ilaughedthroughmytears..

Her:iwantedtotalktoGeshhisnotanswering



hisphonewhereishe?

Me:I’mnotsureicangoandcheck…

Her:ItsokayI’llcallhimagaintomorrow

Me:Okay

Busi:Lwazisaygoodnighttoyourmom.

Therewasabitofsilence,thenBusispoke..

Busi:ohohewasbusybitingmyphone

Me:Kodwaulwaziakezwa(hedoesn’tlisten)

Her:Hislikesomeoneiknow,hernameis

Nokhanya

Me:aowailisten..

Her:ididn’tmeanyouimeantanother

NokhanyawaseMpumalanga

Welaughed,buticouldn’tlaughthathard

becauseofthepain.

Busi:Siyak’thandaNokhanyaneverforgetthat..

Me:iloveyoutoo,andpleasekissLwaziforme



Her:iwill..

Me:Goodnight

Her:Night

IhearscoldingLwazibeforehangingup.Iput

thephonedownandtearsjustfellicouldn’t

containmyselficried…PART76UNTILYOU’RE
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Iwenttobedwithabrokenheart.There’s

nothingthat’smorepainfulthanbeingamother

andnotbeallowedtoseeyourbaby…………..

Iwaswokenupinthemorningbysomenoise

comingfromthelounge,iopenedthecurtaina

littleitwasstilldarkoutside.Icheckedmy

phoneitwas4am.

Me:Whatthe..??!

Geshwasn’tnexttomeiwenttotheloungeand



whatdoyouknow?HewasplayingGrandtheft

Auto..

Istoodbythedoorwaitingforhimtonoticeme

whichtook30min.Hepausedthegame.

Him:problem?

Me:Whoplaysgamesat4am?

Him:Me..

Me:iwassleepingyouknow.

Him:Really?Ithoughtyou’dbeusedtowaking

upearlyinthemorningnow,sinceyou’vebeen

partyingtillthemorning.

Iswearifeltlikestranglinghim.

Him:Beforeiforgetwehavetoseetheelders

todayataround14:00todiscussthelobola

situation.

Me:Okay

Iwentbacktothebedroom,sinceicouldn’t

sleepanymoreithoughtofdoingsome



cleaning……..

Istartedtidingupinthebedroom.Icouldn’t

believewhatifoundasIwasemptyingthe

washingbasket.Abraiknowit’snotmine

becauseiamnotthatbig………………..

IcannotbelievethatGeshhasdonebeing

fuckingotherbitchesinmyhouse,inmy

bedroom!Ithoughtofconfrontinghimbuti

thoughtotherwise,soimadethebedandlaid

theBranicelyonthebed……….

Iwenttobath,thenbrushedmyteeth.Iwore

leggingsifoundthemabitsoothing,ialsowore

alongt-shirtandheels.Iputonmymakeup

andtiedmyhairintoaponytail.Itookmysmall

bag,myphoneandwentout.Ipassedhimin

thelounge.Ourloungeandkitchenitwasjust

oneopenspacenowalldividingthetwo.He

paused.

Him:Uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing)

Me:I’llmeetyouatmyhousengo14:00



Him:Nokhanya!!

Ibangedthedoor.Itriednottocrydidn’twanna

ruinmymakeup.Itwasnowaround6am.Ihad

takensomecashinthehousesoImademy

waytothehikingspot…………

IwasonmywaytoPat’splaceandiarrived

thereinnotime….

Irangthebell,hismomopened.

Her:Nokhanya!

Butshehadthatwhiteaccentofpronouncing

blacknames.

Shehuggedme.

Me:HelloTannie

Her:lookatyouhowbigyounow,imeanthe

lasttimeisawyou,youwereverythin.

Ilaughed.

Me:That’sallthebabyweight

Her:Patricktoldmethatyouhaveababynow



whenamigonnaseehim?

Me:I’llbringhimheresomeday

Her:Pleasedo..

Ismiled.

Me:I’mheretoseepat.

Her:Hisstillsleepingletmegoandwakehim

up..

Me:Leavethattome.

Shelaughed.

Her:Yougonnawakehimupthesamewayyou

usedtoobackwhenyuyguyswereyoung?

Me:Exactly!

Patrick’shousewasadoublestory,hewasalso

fromarichfamily…………….

Igottohisroomandindeedhewasstill

sleeping.Itookoffmyheels.Igotonhisbed

startingjumpingupanddownwhileSinging

loud



Me:Souljaboyoffinthishoe

Watchmecrankit

Watchmeroll

Watchmecrankthatsouljaboy

Thensupermanthathoe

Nowwatchmeyou!!!!.

Ikeptonsinginghetookapillowandcovered

hishead.Iwentonandonuntilheturnedand

hewaslayingonhisbed,hetrippedmewithhis

legandifellnexttohim.Thefallhadanimpact

onmeespeciallybecauseiwasn’thealedyet

butIdidn’twannashowpatthatiwasinpain.I

fakedasmile..

Him:Wenolonger8

Me:Yesweare!

Hesmiled.It’sonlytodayirealisehowcutemy

friendIs.Hegotoutofbedhewaswearing

thoseboyshortsthatwereabittightlikeabum



short,Ilookedathimatthefronthewasgifted.

Him:Letmeshower.

Me:Okay

Hewalkeduptohisbathroom,hehada

bathroominhisroom.

Me:Nokhanyadon’teventhinkofitGeshwill

killyou.Igotoutofbedandiwassnooping

aroundinhisroom………..

…………………….

HedressedupinhisbedroomandCameout

lookingfresh.Patwasthemacmillertypeof

whitepersonthatEminemtypeofwhiteperson

whowouldactblack.Helikesswagsohewas

wearingswagging

Him:Letmetakeyouback

HeplayedoneofouroldfavouritesongJarule

ftjloI’mreal.Westartedsingingalongand

dancing.



Me:CauseI’mreal.

Him:Thewayyouwalk,thewayyoumove,the

wayyoutalk…

Hesangthatpartwhilelookingatmybody.

Iswearitfeltlikewewere8again.Whenwe

weredonesingingwelaughed.

Wewentdownstairshemadesomepancakes

weate…

Wespentthewholedaytogetherjustdoing

thingsweusedtodowhenwewereyoung.We

evenwenttoourtreehouse……Isweari

enjoyedmydaywithhim……

Ataround13:00hedrovemehomebutdidn’t

dropmeoffinthehoodhedropmeoffintown

wehuggedthenhewent.Ifeltlikecryingwhen

wepartedwaysbecauseihadsoomuchfun

withhim……………

Itookacabhome,itdroppedmeoffatthe

cornerandiWalkeduptomyhouse.Geshwas



alreadythereisawhiscar……………..

Theelderswerealreadythere,andhewasthere

too.Igreetedandsatdown.

MyGrandfatherstartedtalkingmyGrandma’s

brother.

Him:Wetalkedagreatdealaboutthis.Such

thingsyoucannotdecideontheyarevery

difficultandshamefultwocousinsgetting

marriedihaveneverheardofthat!

Theothersweremakingweirdsounds

signallingthattheyagreewithmygrandfather.

Wearenothappywithwhat’shappeninghere

butthenthere’sababyinvolvedandapparently

youtwo“love”eachother.

Geshheldmyhand.

Grandpa:I’mgonnagetstraighttothepoint.We

havedecidedtoletyoube,therewillbelobola.

Welookedathim



Him:Therewon’tbenoweddingthough

becauseyouguyshavethesamesurname..

OnlylobolaandSihleyourunclesfromyour

mother’sfamilyshouldrepresentyouandwe’ll

representNokhanya.

Thatwasnotwhatihadexpected.

Him:Weneedtodecideonadate

Geshclearedhisthroat

Him:Ithinkthisweekenditwillbebetter

MyGrandpalookedatme.

Him:Nokhanyayoucanexcuseyourselfnow,

thisdoesn’tincludeyouanymore.

Istoodupandwent,iheardsoundscoming

fromtheguestroomilistenedcloselyitwasmy

cousinstheyweregossipingaboutme.

Ntokozo:UthiniwenadidyouseeuCousinSihle?

NamingiwuNokhanyaiwasn’tgonnaleavehim

(haveyouseencousinSihle,ifiwasNokhanyai

alsowouldn’tlethimgo)



Cousin2:iheardhisrichtoo

CousinNtokozo’svoicewastheonlyonei

recognised.

Ntokozo:uRich,uyababa(hishot)histhe

definitionofaperfectguywhatmorecoulda

girlaskfor?

Cousin3:aichakodwamarryingyourcousin?

Awungeke(never)

Ntokozo:HaiboPhelauNokhanyauyabona

ukuthiakasananex(Nokhanyadoesn’thave

anythinganymore)herfatherwhousedtospoil

herisnomore..

Cousin3:Rememberhowtheyusedtomake

herlookbetterthanus

Cousin2:uNokhanyaissmart,shealwayspass

withdistinctions,she’sbetterthanallofyou!

Ntokozo:Atleastminanginomatricnoma

ngingaphasangakahlebutihavematric(atAt

leastihavematricalthoughididn’tpasswell



butihavematric)

Cousin2:uMatricwakheyiloLwaziwakhe!(her

matricisherson)

Ntokozo:EvenucousinSihleshedoesn’t

deservehim,heneedsarealwoman

Cousin3:ngiyamcelanjejustforonenight

Theylaughed

Cousin2:yourmzalangingamyenzela(icando

itforhim)

Iwasgettingirritatediopenedthedoorandall

thelaughingdisappeared..Ilookedathimall

pissed.PART77UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Me:CousinNtokozoeventodayyoustillgossip?

Shelookedsooembarrassed.

Her:Haisisibesingahlebiukuthinje(wewere

notgossipingjustthat)



Me:Justwhat?

Iheardmymomtalkingbehindme.

Her:What’sgoingonhere?

Ilookedatthemthenclickedmytongueand

wentout.Myphonerangwhileiwasoutside,it

wasLunga.Ididn’tknowifishouldanswerit

becausequitefranklymeandhimhaven’t

spokeneversincethatdayisteppedhim..I

answered.

Me:He..Hello

Him:Twana

Me:Heyhowareyou?

Him:I’mgettingthere

Me:LungaI’mverysorryaboutwhathappened

thatday

Him:Whatmadeyousoomad?Idon’tknow

youlikethat

Me:Thatimusttellyoufacetoface



Him:GoodI’llcomenextweekFriday,momtold

meaboutthelobolanegotiations

Me:Ohwtheyhavedecidedonthedate.

Him:Yashecalledmejustnownow..You

sounddownshouldn’tyoubecelebratingi

meanthisiswhatyouwanted

Me:iknow,iknowjustthat..

Him:Justwhat?

Me:i..

Him:What’swrongtalktome..

Me:Itsnothing

Him:Can’tbenothing..

Me:Itsnothingimportant

Him:Areyousure?

Me:Yesiam

Iheardmyunclestalkinginthekitchen.

Me:Lookihavetogo



Him:Okayiloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo..

Ihungedup.Iwenttothekitchenmyuncle

lookedatme

Him:Thulimustteachyouhowtodress,you

can’tbewearingtightthingslikethisinfrontof

yourelders,youaresomeone’smotherand

soontobesomeone’swife..

Me:Itsleggingsmkhulu…

Him:idon’tcarewhattheyareyoumustdress

appropriately

Koko:She’sstillyoungbandlawecan’tlether

dressuplikeanoldwomanandidoubtSihle

wouldtoleratethathewouldgoandcheat

shouldwedothat,isn’tNokhanya?

Ifakedasmile..

Geshshowedupinthekitchenwithoneofour

richunclestheyweretalking,isawabocousin

Ntokozoalsocomingatkitchen.Theystopped



byus.

Uncle:Nowe’lltalkSihleilikehowyouthink..

Gesh:ilookforwardtoit..

Myunclelookedatme

Him:YouareveryluckyMtshanayouare

marryingaverygoodguy

Gesh:Pleaseremindher..

Ismiled.

Uncle:LetmegogetsomethingtodrinkI’ll

comeback

Hewent..

Gesh:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Yaiam..

Koko:YoumustcomebackThursdayNokhanya

weneedtoprepare

Me:iwillKoko..

Wewalkedout….



Gesh:Doyouwannagoandseeulwazibefore

wegohome?

Me:Nothatwouldbetorture

Him:LookI’mnotkeepinghimawayfromyou

becauseI’mtryingtopunishyou.Ijustneedyou

toprovetomethatyouareafitmotherthenhe

canmovebackwithuspermanently.

Me:Itsfine……………………..

Haikedayspassedtheweekendcameandi

wenthome.Mymom,gran,andAuntieswhere

BusyschoolingmeonThursdayandFridayon

howtobea“Goodwife”what’sacceptableand

what’snot,Lungawasn’tgonnabeableto

comebecausehehadamajortestandThando

didn’twannabeapartofthelobola

negotiations……

Saturdayfinallycameeverythingwaspreparedi

hadtowearthattraditionaldressthingitwas

redandwhitewithamatchingdoekandamini

blanketaroundmyshoulders,iwasorderedto



weartheminiblanketaroundmyshouldersand

adoekforamonthsiwassupposedtowearit

untiligetmarriedbutsinceweain’tgetting

marriedI’llhavetowearitforamonth,justfor

everyonetoseethatI’mtaken…Thelobola

negotiationswentwellGeshhadpaid50000

Yeapmyfamilyain’tplaylikethathetookmy

virginity,mademetodropoutatschool,and

gavemeachild.Healsohadtopay10000for

ulwaziiwasevensurprisedthatheagreed…..

AfterthewholeeventiaskedGuguto

accompanymetothesalon.IfI’mgonnabe

stuckwithadoekandaminiblanketatleastI’m

gonnabeahotbride.IgotmesomeBrazilian

weave,manicureandpedicure.Igotthose

artificialeyelashes.Wearingadoekwithmy

weavedanglingonthesidesYailookedfresh.

Gugu:Youlookwow!

Ismiled

Me:Thankyou



Gugu:Areyousupposedtolookthathot?I

meanthereasonwhyyouwearinglikethatyou

supposedtochasethemboysawayandwithall

ofthatitlookslikeyougonnabeinvitingthem..

Me:I’mnotgonnalooklikethemoldboring

traditionalbridesI’msorry…….

Shelaughedwethenstartedwalkinghome,you

knowniggasweregreetingalongtheway.

That’swhatiwanted,wantedtoshowGeshthat

hecanstilllosemeifhedoesn’tchangehis

ways.

WewerestoppedbyNomvula.

Her:AweMa!Nokhanyamasowumuhlekanje!

(Nokhanyayoulookbeautiful)

Me:Thankyou..

Her:haibo!Phelamosowugcokeinguboso

Kushokhonaukuthiuthathiwe!(whenyou

wearingablanketlikethatitmeansyouare

taken)



Me:AgainNomvuladon’tactlikeyoudon’t

know.

Her:Maramfwethuangazi(butidon’tknow)

Me:Yeahright..

Her:Okaykengicelaiplatenamakhekhe(cani

haveaplateoffoodandscones)

Me:Yeslet’sgo

Wewalkedhome..Peoplewherestillaroundmy

unclesweresittingoutside.

Qondicametomeandgrabbedmebymy

hand…WewenttotalkInprivate.

Me:What’swrong?

Her:DidyoucheckFacebook?

Me:No..Idon’tevenknowwheremyphoneis..

SheGavememyphone,IwentonFacebook

andPatrickPatrickPatrick.Hehadpostedapic

ofmewhichhehadstolenfrommypictureson

Facebookwhereiwaswearingatightshortand



acroptee.Hehadtaggedmeandalsowrote

somethingwhichwasveryinappropriate.The

captionwas“theysayI’mobsessedwithThick

womenandiagree,whoeverknowsmeknows

thatilikemygirlsBBW,thattypethat’sgonna

suckyoudryandtheneatsomelunchwithyou”

iknowPatlikesplayingbutthiswasn’t

somethingtoplayaroundwith.

Me:Wtf..

Qondi:Ohwnoitgetsworse,checkyourSmses.

IwenttocheckmySmsesandGeshhadsent

meansmssaying“yougoAroundgivingniggas

aBJ,sowuyisfebeNokhanya.Didthishappen

whenyouwenttohisplace”

EishPatrickung’bangelaiyikinga(Patrickis

causingproblemsforme)PART78UNTIL

YOU’REMINE

[01/11,20:02]Ron:#79



Geshcalledandsaidhewantedmehome

immediately.HowcanIsaynoimeanI’mnow

hiswife.Mymomdrovemetothehouse,he

wasn’tthere……….

Mom:I’mgonnaneedsomethingtodrink,today

wasverytiring.

Me:I’llgetyousomething

IwentandpouredherCranberryjuice.Igaveit

toher.

Her:Thankyou.

Shelookedatmeallsmiling

Me:What?

Her:Lookatyousuchayoungstunningbride

Iflashedafakesmile.Mymindwasfarawayi

wasscaredofwhatGeshmightdowhenhe

getshere.

Mom:WhatdidGeshsayaboutLwazi?

Me:Ahhwiththatimonprobation



Mom:Don’tdohimbadanymorebaby.Gesh

lovesyouthisyourchanceofturningyourlife

around.

Me:I’llbehave

Her:BeforeiforgetdidyouhereaboutLesedi’s

passing?

Istartedcoughing,shepatmeontheback.

Him:Areyoualrightsweety?

Inoddedyeswithmyhead

Her:Letmegoandgetyouaglassofwater

Shewentandcamebackwithaglassofwater.

Me:Thankyou.

Idrank.

Her:itcameasashocktoallofuslove..

Me:Itisashock.

Mymomandichilleduntillatethenshe

decidedtoleave………



Iwenttotakealongbathatleastmybruises

hadhealedjustatinyareaonmyribsthathad

toheal.

Iworeablacklacenightgownthatwas

transparentiwasn’twearinganyunderwear.I

don’tlikewearinganunderwearwhenigotto

bed.Itiedmyweave.Iputonmysleepersthen

wenttothekitchen..

Geshwalkedin.Helockedthedoorbehindhim.

Heturnedaroundandsawme,hestoodtherea

bitmyheartwasPoundingveryfast.Icouldn’t

readhisemotionwhetherhewasAngryornot.

Hecametothekitchenandtookoffhisjacket

thenhangeditonthechair.Heputhiscarkeys

onthecounter.Hecametome,lookedmefrom

mythighsallthewayuptomyface.I

swallowedhard,Iwasreallyscared.Itdidn’t

takehimlongtoslapmeialmostfellluckilyi

heldontothekitchencounter.Hecamecloseri

heldhishandsiwasveryscaredmyvoicewas



breaking.Evenmyhandsweretremblingasi

washoldinghisarms.

Him:NgiyekeNokhanya(letgoofme)

Me:Babypleaseicanexplain..It’snotwhatyou

think..

Him:NgithengiyekeNokhanya!(isaidletgoof

me)

Me:Pleaseicanexplain..

Hedidn’tsayanythinghejustlookedatme.

Him:Thenletgoofmeandexplain

Me:promiseyouwon’thitme?

Him:ipromise.

Islowlyletgoofhim.

Me:InevergavegavenoNiggaaBJallmylifei

swear

Hefoldedhisarmsandlookedatme,iwon’tlie

hislookwasintimidating.



Me:PatismylongtimeFriend.Hisverychildish

tohimwhathedidcouldjustbeamerejoke,he

alwaysjokeslikethat.

Him:Wheredidhegetyourpic?

Me:idon’tknowprobablycouldbefrom

Facebook.

Him:Youneversleptwithhim?

Me:neverever!Youtheonlyguyihaveever

sleptwiththat..

Him:We’llseeaboutthat..

HepulledMeclosertohimbymyweave,and

kissedmewhilehisotherhandmadeitswayto

mybuttandhegrabbedit………….

Heloosenedhisgriponmyweavehewas

startingtogetcaughtupinthemoodandso

wasi……Beforeiknowitiwashelpinghimtake

offhisclothes.Ourforeplaywasn’tlongactually

therewasn’tanywasjusthimkissingmeand

runninghishandsonmynakedAss.Hethen



turnedmeoverdidn’teventakeoffmynighties

hejustlifteditupandpartedmylegswhile

bendingmeandmyhandswereholdingonto

thekitchencounter..

Heenteredmewasabitpainfulbecauseiwas

dryandabittightihaven’thadsexinawhile.

Heevenfounditabithardtogetinthemorehe

forceditinthepainfulitgotiwantedtocryor

screambutIwasn’tgonnadothatididn’t

wannagivethesatisfactionthathishurtingme

eventhoughhewas.Hefinallygotitinand

wentforit.AsmuchasitoldmyselfthatI

wasn’tgonnacryorscreamifoundmyself

cryingitwaspainful.

Me:GeshOuchhhhhhit’spainful*crying*

Hewasrippingmeapart,alliwantedhimtodo

wastofinish.Hepulledmyweaveashewas

abouttocome.Iwasrelievedwhenhewas

done.Hedidn’tsayanythinghejustwenttothe

bedroom….



Iwasstandingthereinpainallcrying.Itwas

reallyburning,iWalkedtotheguestbathroom

andbathewithcoldwater.Wheniwasdonei

wenttothebedroomiheardwaterrunninghe

wastakingashowerinourbathroom.Iputon

lotionthenworeagown.Iwenttositonthe

couchallcrying…….

Geshhasturnedintothismonsterthatididn’t

know……………..

Afterawhilehewalkedintotheloungewas

wearingLongpantswithsleepersandavest.

Hecameandsatnexttomeiturnedmywhole

bodyagainsthimwhilerestingmyheadonmy

armthatwasrestedonthecouch’sarm..

Him:Baby…

Ikeptquiet.Youthatsmoothdesperatevoice

thatniggasputupwhentheywantforgiveness.

Him:Nana…

Istillkeptquiet.



Heranhishandonmywaist

Him:Pleasecomehere..

Eishnomatterhowmuchofamonsterthisguy

wasbuttheloveihaveforhimthough..

Him:Stopfightingmeandcomehere…

Iwenttohim,helaidmeonhischesticried

therewhilehewrappedhishandsaround

me,andkissingmeonmyforehead.

Him:ngiyaxolisaNokhanya(I’msorryNokhanya)

Ididn’tsayanythingijustcried……

.

.

Iwokeupinthemorningiwasnicelylaidonthe

couchwithablanketoverme.Somethingwas

smellinggood.Igotupandmademywaytothe

kitchen.Geshwaspreparingbreakfastwhile

whistling,heevenhadanAprononhim…

Istoodbythedoorlookingathimwhile



laughing,helookedatme.

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Morning..

Hecameoverandkissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:GofreshenupasImakebreakfast.

Iwenttobath…Iworeashortandat-shirtwith

sleepers.Iputonmakeupthenwenttoeat

breakfast.Waseggs,bacon,cheese,and

toastedbreadwithCranberryjuice.

Me:Itsmellsgood

Him:Andtakesgoodtoo

Thedoorbellrang

Him:Whocouldthatbe?

Me:Letmegoandcheck

Istoodup…

Me:GetthatApronoffmakesyoulookweird

Helaughed.



Iwenttoopenthedoor.LordohLordohLord

whatstoodinfrontofmeididn’tknowitexisted.

Wassomehotguywithdreadswearingall

black.InoticedhisT-shirtwaswritten“Fresh

boyz”hewaswearingahatthatcoveredhalfof

hiseyes,itwasalsowritten“FreshBoyz”

akamuhleubhutizabo(thisbrotherishot)

Istoodtherestaringathim,helookedatme

alsofromheadtotoe.

Gesh:WhosethatKhanyo..

Him:Canicomeinplease?

Isteppedoffhiswayandhewalkedinhe

spankedmyAssasiwasclosingthedoor.

Wtfthisguyiscocky!!!!!!

GeshCameandicouldseethathewas

shockedhejustfroze.Theguystoodtherewith

hishandswideopen

Him:GeshmaGesh…

Geshlookedathim..



Him:Don’tworrylookatmedon’trushit’sme

younotseeingaghost

Heslowlyturnedaroundwithhishandsstill

openedhewinkedatme,andgavemeaside

smile.Thixothisguywascocky,arrogant,

gorgeous,sexy,hot,beautiful,andheknew

it!!!!!!!!WhothehellIshe??????PART79UNTIL
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#ANATHI

Iwentdownstairsthatmorningtomake

BreakfastforMbaliandAndyastheyhavetogo

toschool.Ohwyesmylil’pumpkinwas6years

nowandinpreschool.IsawRileystarringatthe

UrnthathadTpee’sAshes.Hewaswearing

formalawhiteshirt,blackpants,andblack

shoeswithhisrolexwatcharoundhiswrist.I

wentuptohim.



Me:Ithoughtyou’llbeatwork.

Rileyisamineralogistandhassharesin2

mines.Heturnedandlookedatme.

Him:mymeetingwascancelled.

Hewasholdingamug.Eversincehefoundme

inbedwithTpeethingsbetweenushavenever

beenthesameagain….

Me:Ohhisee

Hisphonerang,hetookitoutandlookedatthe

callerID.

Him:ItsBradihavetotakethis.

Hewalkedaway.Iwenttothekitchenandtook

outbowls.

ThedooropenedJamiewalkedin..

Her:Wadup???

Me:Canyouactuallyknock?

Her:Thisislikemysecondhomeidon’thaveto

knock



Sheopenedthefridgeandtookoutcheese.

Youcan’tseparateJamiewithcheese.

Me:Youarefinishingmykidscheese,you

shouldstartbuyinggroceries

Her:Yousouptighttodaywhat’seatingyou?

Shesatdown.

Me:Rileyhasbeenactingstrange

Her:how?

Me:HisbeenstarringatTpee’sAshesthisdays

everymorningwhenhewakesup

Her:Doyoublamehim?

Ilookedather

Her:Whathappenedwasadownfallforhim..

There’snothingmorepainfultoamanlike

findinghiswifeinbedwithanotherman

Me:Youdon’thavetoremindme!

Rileywalkedin.



Riley:Thegirlsarestillupstairs?

Me:Yes

Riley:HeyJamie

Jamie:Hey.

Mbalicamedown.Shelookedallwrong.Wheni

saywrongimeantherskirtwasveryshortand

shehadappliedmakeup

Her:Goodmorningfam,ican’tstayfor

breakfastihavetogoI’mgonnabelate

Shestartedwalking.

Riley:bringyourAssoverhere!

Shestopped,thenturnedaroundandlookedat

us.

Riley:Whatisallthat?

Mbali:Whatisallwhat?

Rileylookedather.

Palesa:ButuncleRileyeverygirlatschooldoes



it.

Riley:Younoteverygirl,youmybabygirland

youstillyoungforallofthis..

Mbalilookedatme.

Her:Anathi..

Me:Don’tincludeme…

Mbali:iswearyouguysareruiningmylife!

Shesaidthatwhilewalkingtoherbedroom.

Riley:Andchangethatskirtwhileyouatit

Mbali:Whatever!

Riley:Whatwasthat?I’mfollowingyouwitha

belt..

Ilaughed.RileylookedatJamie

Riley:Canitalktoyouinprivate..It’sabout

Tpee

Jamie:Ofcause

Theywalkedtothelounge.Iwonderwhythe



suddeninterestinTpeeaftersolong…………….

°

°

#KHANYO

Gesh:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Tpee:YouknowexactlywhatI’mdoinghere

Gesh:Wefollowedyourplanyousupposedto

beincptclimbingthetablemountain!

Tpee’sfacialexpressionchangedhehadthis

colddeadstare

Tpee:That’sbeforeyoufuckedmeintheAss!!

YesI’msupposedtobeincptenjoyinglifewith

mysoulmatebutlet’slookaround.

Helookedaround.

Tpee:She’snothere!Herdyingwasnotpartof

theplanGesh!!!*shouting*

Ididn’tknowthisguybutalreadyiwasgetting

scaredofhim.



Gesh:awuhliseumoya(calmdown)it’snotmy

faultthatyourbitchshowedupIntheright

placeatthewrongtime!Shewasn’tsupposed

tobethereyoushould’vewarnedher

Tpee:HowwasisupposedtodothatwhenI

wasstuckintheclosetforfucken2hours!

Hetookoutacigaretteandlititthenstarted

smoking.

Tpee:Youknowwhatgetstome,isthefact

thatnowyourollingwithmyenemy!

Gesh:Rileyislikeabrothertome!

Tpee:Let’sseehowdeepthebrotherhoodis

wheniactuallytellhimwhatyoudid!

Hepointedatthedoor

Tpee:Afteryousir!

Geshputhishandsonhispockets

Gesh:Nameyourprice

Tpee:Nowyoutalking….



Helookedatme.

Tpee:Doesshehavetobehereforthewhole

conversation?

Geshturnedtome.

Gesh:Whydon’tyoucallyourfriendsandyall

cangoshoppingit’sonmeyoucanusemy

creditcard,andyoucanhavethem3…

IlookedatTpee.

Me:I’mnotgoinganywhere..

Tpeelookedatmeandsmiled..

Tpee:feisty…sheactuallyremindsmeofNissi

Gesh:Whatdoyouwant?

Tpee:iheardaboutthediamondsthatyallare

gonnastealfromthatmineinKimberly.Iwant

in

Geshlaughed

Gesh:Youlosingit!YoureallythinkRileywilllet

youbeinthecrew?



Tpee:iwasn’tthinkingofthat,Iwantyouandi

tostealthosediamondsfromthebloodsthen

KillRiley!

Gesh:Thatwillneverhappen

HewalkeduptoGesh.

Tpee:Makeitfuckenhappen!!

Iswearthere’ssomethingsoscaryaboutthis

Tpeeguy,heissoocoldit’slikehedoesn’thave

aheart.PART80UNTILYOU’REMINE
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Tpee:Makeithappen,ifyouknowwhat’sgood

foryou.

HethenlookedatmeandWalkedtothedoor

thenexited.

IlookedatGesh.

Me:Whosethat?

Him:somebeeinmyear



Hecamecloserandputhishandsaroundmy

waist,attemptingtokissmebutIgavehima

seriouslook.

Him:Fine..

Hetookhishandsoffme.

Him:Tpeeandigowayback

Me:likeyouandRiley?

Him:YeahlikeMeandRiley..Tpeestarted

fuckingupanddatedAnathi’slittlesisterher

namewasPalesa

Me:Was?

Him:Hekilledher

Me:What?

Him:Noactuallyhehadherkilled.Was

Assaultedsexually,beatenupandstrangledto

death.Thestatethatshewasinwhenthey

foundherwascruel.

Me:Omgwhodoesthattoanotherhuman



being?

Gesh:Tpee….AnywayRileyfoundoutandyou

knowRileyhewentandburntTpee’smother

alivealongsidewiththeirmaid.Tpeecouldn’t

havethathewentandshotAnathi.Anathi

almostdiedshewasinICUithinksheevenhad

Amnesia.That’swhenTpeesawanOpportunity

togetbackatRileyinapainfulway,hewanted

tobreakhimIntopieces.

Me:Whatdidhedo?

Gesh:HepursuedarelationshipwithAnathibut

assoonasRileyfoundoutheplannedto

assassinatehimandthat’swhenIcameinthe

picture.ThenightwhenRileywastofindTpee

inbedwithAnathiwehadtoactfast.Igota

doubleforTpee.

Me:Youdidwhat?

Him:ItwashardGettingadoubleimeanthe

personhadtobeexactlylikeTpee,walklikehim,

talklikehimetc.FortunatelyAnathiandRiley



didn’tknowTpeethatwellalthoughtheperson

didn’tlookexactlylikeTpeebuttheybelievedto

behim.SowehadhimgoandsleepwithAnathi

atTpee’shousewhileTheRealTpeewashiding

inthecloset.Rileykilledthedoublealthoughhe

believedtobeTpee.

Me:What?YoubetrayedRiley?

Him:iknowdon’tremindme..

Me:ihavetoremindyou!Howcanyoubetray

Rileylikethat?AndhowdidTpeeevenknow

thatRileywascomingtokillhimthatnight?

Gesh:Rileyhadtoldmeabouthisplananditold

Tpeethat’showwedecidedtocomewitha

double.

Me:Wow!!GeshI’mdonehere…

Istartedwalkingaway,hegentlygrabbedmeby

myarm.

Him:Babyplease..

Me:Rileyislikeabrothertoyouwhybetrayhim



likethat?

Gesh:ineededmoney!.

Me:YouadrugLordyoumakeaboutR15000a

day

Him:Howdoyouknow?Haveyoubeengoing

throughmystaff?

Ifoldedmyarms..

Him:IneededmoneyatthattimeCopswereon

mesoineededtoputthedrugBusinesson

holdforawhile.

Hisphonerang,heanswered.

Him:Scelo…….I’matthehousewhat’sgoing

on……Okayngiyazwakala(I’mcoming)

Him:Wehavetogosomewhere…

Me:Where?

Him:You’llsee..

Wewenttoprepareourselves.Iwaswearinga

skinnyJean,t-shirt,andsandalsthenihadto



weartheminiblanketovermyshouldersand

thedoek,andhewaslookingfreshas

always…………..

Wewenttothecarandhedrove…..

Iwasplayingmusicinhiscarandihappento

bumpintoacertainsong“K.O_Skhandalove”

Iwassingingalong.

Me:WegotthatGangsterloveNothingcan

comebetweenus..AhhNomabez’shwashwatha

ungaworryuphethemina…Isawhimsmiling

buttryingsoohardnottoshowit………………..

Haikewegotintothisotherbeautifulbighouse.

Thegateopenedandhedrovein.Therewas

almosteverytypeofBMWparkedoutsideand

theyalllookednewsomedidn’thavenumber

platesasyet.Thehousewasbigandbeautiful

outsideiwonderedhowitwouldbeinside

Him:Come

Me:Whosehouseisthis?



Him:Mine…

Me:Yeahright..

Hecouldn’tpossiblybeowningthishouse..

Wewalkedinandohhmyword!Foramomenti

thoughtiwaswalkingintokimKardashian’s

houseInBeverlyhills…

Me:Wowthishouseisbeautiful..

Scelocametous.

Scelo:Eyyguys.

Gesh:EyyMan,what’stheemergency?

Scelo:Oneofthegirlsoverdosed

Wewalkedintotheloungetherewasalotof

girlsandonewaslayingonthecouchlooking

unconsciousshewasevenForminginthe

mouth…

Gesh:Whathappened?

Girl1:Sheoverdosed



Gesh:Onmydrugs?Thedrugsthatshehadto

taketoBrazil?

Girl2:Yeap

Geshlookedather.

Scelo:Shouldicallthedoctor?

Gesh:No…

Heclearedhisthroat

Gesh:CalltheJPshavethemBuryherinthe

garden

IsawthegirlslookingatGeshindisbelief.

Gesh:Yallwannafollowhertoo?

Girls:noo,Ofcausenot..

Gesh:Thenletthisbealessontoallofyou…

Heheldmyhandandthenwewalkedupstairs

therewas2guardsstandingbysomedoor.We

gotthereandsecuritylookedtight.Geshputin

thecodeatthedoor,therewasalsoa

fingerprintscanner,faceandvoicerecognition,



securityquestionandsecurityanswer.

Me:Whyallofthis?

Him:Becauseyouwalkingintoabank..

Thedooropenedandmymymytherewasalot

ofMONEY…

Me:Soomuchmoney?Isitallofyours?

Him:Yeap250millincash

Me:Canihavesome?

Him:Whatyougonnadowithmoney?

Me:spendit..

Him:igiveyouanallowanceof10000amonth

Me:Wellineedsomemore

Him:Forwhat?

Me:Whyyoubeingstingy?Whenyouthisrich!I

meanIthinkthatishouldstartwearingJimmy

chooshoes,andMichaelkors…

Him:RememberI’mtheonewhoseRich,you



broke.

Me:Ohhwow!

Helaughed.Wewentout……………..

Dayspassedanditwasmybirthday.Iwokeup

toalotofmessagesfrommylovedonesand

friendswishingmeahappybirthdaysomeeven

calledandsang………

Igotoutofbedandwenttobrushmyteethand

washedmyface.Iwasexpectingmaybeacar

fromGeshandmaybeascrumptious

breakfast,onlytofindhimsittingonthecouch

playinggames.

Me:Morning

Him:Morning

Istoodthereandlookedathim,thinkingthat

hisprobablygonnasaysomething.

Him:What?

Me:Nothing..



Hecontinuedplaying.Icannotbelieveheforgot

iremindedhim2daysago.Anathicalledand

saidshe’sgonnafetchmesowecango

celebrateandthatishoulddressup.Geshgot

upfromthecouchandwenttobaththenwent

out….Itwaspainfulisatonthecouchthewhole

dayfeelingbluehowcanheforgetmy

birthday?…

Anathishoweduplatershewasdressedtokill..

Her:Younotdressed?

Me:idon’tfeellikegoingout

Her:HaiboI’mnotgonnahavethatwhat’s

wrong?

Me:Geshforgotmybirthday

Her:Geshisaguyokaylovieguysforgetmy

lovebutdon’tletthatgetyoudown!Wegonna

haveourownfun

Me:Fine…

Iwenttobathshehadbroughtmeablackshort



dresswithblackheels.Shecurledmyweave

thendidmymakeup.

Her:Youlookfabulous!Juststopsulking

Me:Howcanheforgetiremindedhim2days

ago

Anathi:Sorrysweety.

Wewentoutanddrovetobirchwoodhotel.We

wenttoaprivateloungeassoonasweopened

thedooriheard“Surprise”

Myfriendswerethere,thebloodsandGesh

werethere,GuguandQondiitwasbasically

everyone.

Me:Wow,howdid….

Geshtome..

Him:Youdidn’tthinkiforgotdidyou?

Me:Ofcausenot

Anathi:Yeahright!

Peoplecametohugmeandwishedmeahappy



birthday.Theloungewasbig.

Wedancedanddrankandateitwasjusttoo

perfect.AfterawhileAnathitookamicand

wentuponstage.

Anathi:Let’shavethebirthdaycomeandsing

karaoke

Me:No,no,no,no,no..

Anathi:ComeonI’llhelpyou

Peoplewerecheeringformetogoup..Iwent

upandshegavemeamic…

Iwasnervousihavestagefreight.

Therewasabigscreeninfrontofuswewasto

SingmyfavouritesongYoga_janellemonae….

Thebeatandlyricscameonitriedtosingbut

mymicwasn’tworking.Anathitriedtofixitbut

still.Thatwentonforlike5minuntilGesh

shouted“Getheranothermic”ithensawmy

friendslosingitallscreamingandjumpingthen

Iheardavoicebehindmesaying“Youcan



borrowmymic”wheniturnedaroundididn’t

believewhoiwasseeingTheyfuckengotme

JanelleMonaeherselfilostitiliterally

screamedtillsheliterallyclosedherears…My

friendsjumpedonstagebusyhuggingheri

eventhoughtshewasgonnafall..PART81
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MybirthdaywasjusttoowowIenjoyedevery

moment.Istillcouldn’tbelievethatGesh

actuallywentgotMeJanelle!!Itwasjustcrazy

wewentbackhomeataround

03:00am………………….

Ifelthandsonmyface,ifeltanotherhands

pullingmyweave…

IslowlyopenedmyeyesanditwasBontleand

Lwazi,icouldn’tbelieveit.Itriedliftingupmy



headbutitwasheavy,iwasveryhungover.I

slowlygotup.

Me:Heybabies..

Geshwalkedin..

Him:Morning..

Me:Hey..

Him:hangover?

Me:aterribleone…

Him:Shame..

Me:Youdranktoobutwhyain’tyouhungover?

Him:idon’tgetahangover

Me:What’syoursecret?

Him:I’lltellyousomeothertime..

Hecameandgotthekidsoffbed,iwas

surprisedtoseeLwazicrawling.

Me:Wowthatwasquick

Gesh:Hewantstowalksoobad,heeventries



tostandupbyholdingontothingsespecially

thecoffeetable.

Me:insfewmonthstimehewillbewalking….

IlookedatBontle.Shewastryingtoreachfor

herdummyonthedressingtable.Geshgotit

andgaveittoher.

Me:Whoisshelivingwithsinceyouhadher

motherkilled?

Him:Mymom

Me:Yanehitwasyourplantorobusofour

children

Him:Don’tstart.

Me:I’mjustsaying

Hethrewcarkeysatme.

Him:Beforeung’dina(beforeyouirritateme)

that’syourlatebirthdaypresent.Hepickedup

Lwazithenheldbontle’shandandtheystarted

walkingout.Ilookedatthekeysitwasa



Mercedes-Benzcarkeys.Iquicklygotoutof

bedandranoutsideididn’tevengreetBusiwho

wassittingatthedinningroom……..

aMERCEDES-BENZML500thelatestoneit

wassilverincolour,ijustlostit.Irantoiti

unlockedandgotinsideitwasanautomaticso

itwasgonnabeeasyformetodrive.My

brotherLungahastaughtmehowtodriveandi

havealearnersijustdon’thavealicenseyet.

Iranbacktothehouse.

Busi:Yoohyouwokeupngorighttodayneh

Me:iwokeupngeMercedes-Benz

Her:Wow….

Me:WhereisGesh?

Her:HetookLwazitothePaediatrician,Lwazi’s

pneumoniaisactingupithinkthat’sthem

leavingnow…

Ihearddishesbreakingatthekitchen.



Me:What’sthat?

Busiexhaled.

Her:That’sBontleshehasapassionfordishes..

Iwenttothekitchen,shehadbrokenmostof

mydishes.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?*shouting*

Shelookedatme.

Me:WhatifyouhurtyourselfyouwantGeshto

comehereanddisturbourpeace?

Ihitherabitonherforehead.Shecameandhit

meback.

Me:yewenaI’mgonnahityou!*yelling*

Sheyelledback.

Her:hityou!!

Shethenclickedhertongue..

Me:Whoteachesyouallthisthings?

Her:Phapha(youareforward)



Ilookedathershameyaziuyadelelaumntwana

kaGesh!

Busicameintothekitchen.

Busi:Bontlelookwhatyoudid?

Bontle:Phapha(youareforward)

Me:Whoteachesherthisthings?

Her:thatwillbeGugu..

IpickedherupwhileBusicleanedthebroken

pieces.

Me:Letmegoandbathsowecangoanddo

somegroceriesweareout..

Busi:Okay..

Iheardavoicesaying“Family”ilookedatthe

doorwayitwasTpeehehadaNikeysportsbag

withhim.

Busilookedathimtooandsmiled..

Busi:Tshepiso



Tshepi:mamzo…

Hecameandhuggedher.

Me:Youknowhim?

Busi:YeshisGesh’sFriend,welltheyusedtobe

friendsthenidon’tknowwhathappened…

Me:What’swiththesportsbag?

Him:I’mmovinginpermanently

Me:Youwhat?

Him:icanseethatyouslow,soletmetryto

simplifyitforyou..Iamgoingtolivehere

Me:DoesGeshknowaboutthis?

Him:Nowhereishe?Iwantedtolethimknow

Me:Hisnothere

Tshepi:Showmetheguestroomwhereishe?

Ilookedathim.

Him:NvmI’llfinditmyself!

Hewalkedawaywhilewhistling..



Busi:Hisstillarrogant

Me:Hewill..

Thedoorbellrang.IputBontledown.

Me:I’llgetit..

Iwenttoopen,itwasRiley..

Him:Hey…

Me:Hi..

Iwentoutandclosedthedoor

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:I’mheretoseeGesh

Me:Hisnothereatthemoment..

Riley:iknow..

Hepushedmeoutofhiswayandopenedthe

doorthenwalkedinside

Me:Rileyyoucan’tg…

Tshepicameintotheroom



Tshepi:Nokhanyai…

Theireyesmet…Neithersaidnothingtheyjust

staredateachotherfromadistance…..Aftera

whilebothofthempulledoutgunsandpointed

thegunsateachother..

Iwasscaredididn’tknowwhattodoorsay…..

Tpee:Andwemeetagain

Riley:ithoughtikilledyou

Tpee:obviouslynot..YouknowthatsongLong

liveASAP?

Riley:Theymadeitforme..

Hestartedsingingit.

Tpee:Whosaidyoucan’tliveforeverlied..

OfcauseI’mlivingforeveri..Foreverilivelong…

IcouldseethatRileywasdeadpissedididn’t

knowhowI’mgonnasayanythingthat’sgonna

makesensetothisniggasbecauseicouldsee

thehatetheyhaveforeachother…….



Tpee:PutyourgunDown!

Riley:Youfirst..

Tpeelookedatmethencametomeandputthe

gunonmyhead

Tpee:PutyourgunDownoriblowherbrains

out!

Rileysmiled.

Riley:idon’tcare,iain’tfuckingthat!

Tshepicockedthegun..

Tpee:iwillblowherbrainsout!

Me:Rileyplease….

IwasevenShaking….

Tpee:Dowhat’srightman!

RileyslowlyputthegunDown….

Tpee:Backawayfromit

Rileybackedawayfromit..

TpeeletgoofmethenpointedthegunAtRiley,



bythetimeRileyattemptedtogoandhisgun

fromthefloor,Tpeepulledthetrigger..Alli

heardwereafewShotsandisawRileygoing

down…..Yazieverythingstartedmovinginslow

motion..IrantoRileyashewaslayingthere..

Busicameintotheroomwhenshesawwhat

happenedshescreamed

Me:CallanAmbulance!!!!!!

Me:Rileystaywithus…

Hewantedtosaysomethingbutcouldn’the

wasbleedingthroughhismouth..

Tshepistartedwalkingaway,igotupandgot

Riley’sgunfromthefloor.

Me:onemorestepandyoudead!

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme…………

IwasShakingwhileiheldthegun.

Me:MoveagainandiswearI’mgonnashoot

you..PART82UNTILYOU’REMINE
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HetriedtocometomebutIpulledthetrigger,i

didn’tknowwhereishothimMaraiheardhim

scream.Afterrealisingwhatihavedonei

droppedthegun,iwasveryshakenicouldn’t

seestoptremblinginfear.Busicameintothe

room.

Busi:Whathappened

Tshepiheldhisshoulderthatwasbleeding

Him:Fuck!!

AfterthatthedooropenedGeshwalkedinwith

paramedicswhichquicklyattendedRileyand

Tshepi.

Gesh:Whatthefuckhappenedhere?

HeGaveLwazitomymom..

Tshepi:Youbitchshotmethat’swhat

happened!



Me:YoushotRiley!!

Gesh:Wtf?

HelookedoveratRiley.Heputhishandsonhis

head

Gesh:Tpeewhatthefuckdidyoudo?

Iwasnowcrying.

Me:Hetriedtokillmetoo

Gesh:What?

Heapproachedhimbutoneparamedicstopped

him.

Gesh:ishould’velongkilledyou!

Beforeweknewitthepolicecame,theywere

withsomeDetective.Therewasalotofbloodin

thefloor.

Thedetectivelookedaround,Geshwentoverto

Rileyandaskedifhisgonnabeokay,the

paramedicssaidhisstillalivejustthathehas

lostalotofblood.



Detective:iamDetectiveReynekeandiwould

reallywannaknowwhathappenedhere

Tshepi:Welli..

Me:I’lltellyouwhathappened!Thatbastard

overthere*PointingatTpee*shotthatbastard

overthere*pointingatRiley*that’swhat

happened!

DetectivelookedatTshepi

Detective:Whathappenedtoyourshoulder?

Tshepi:Thatbastardoverthere*Pointingat

me*shotme!

Me:Itwasinselfdefencehepulledagunatme!

Detective:Whosegundidyouuse?

Me:Riley’sgun,themanwhogotshot.

TheCopstookthegunfromthefloorandputit

insidetheplastic.

Busicameinwiththekids,bontlehadhiccups

fromcrying.



Detective:Allofthishappenedwhilethekids

wherehere?

Noonesaidanything

Detective:ithinkweshouldcallthesocial

workers

Busi:Wait,wait,waitDetective..Thekidsdon’t

liveheretheylivewithme.WejustCameronto

visittodayandwedidn’tknowthatthiswas

gonnahappen.

Detective:Allofthissoundslikeapersonal

vendettatome..

Me:OhhhitisDetective!

Hecametomeandtookoutapadwithapen..

Me:Howthiswholethingstartedwaswhen..

Geshstartedcoughing.Ilookedathimhe

shookhisheadindicatingthatishouldn’ttalk,i

lookedoveratTpeeandhegavemeadeath

stare….



Detective:Youweresaying

Me:Welli…It’sjustthat..Detectivelookwhat

happenedherewasjustemotionsthatwhereall

overtheplace

Detective:Mam’…

Me:That’salliknow..

Heexhaled…

Him:Okay..

HestoodupandlookedoveratTpee

Him:We’llhavetotakeyoudowntothestation

afteryourinjuryhasbeencheckedbythedoctor.

Inactualfactyouarearrestedforattempted

murder,andtomeitlookslikeyouwereeven

usinganillegalfirearm.

Tshepi:That’scrazy!

Detective:We’llfollowyoutothehospital..

Hestoodupandtheystartedwalkingtothe

door..HelookedatGesh



Tpee:Bettergetmeoutnigga!

Gesh:I’llsee..

Theywalkedout.IlookedatGeshisheserious

rightnow.

Busi:ithinkishouldtakethekidsandgo.We

willneversetfoothereifyouguyswannasee

thekidsyou’llcometomyhouse!

Gesh:Mom…

Busi:Thiskidshaveseenenough!Getmemy

bagsI’mleaving.

GetwenttogetthebagsandWalkedher

out………

Isattherelookingattheblood,thenijust

thoughtofAnathi..

Me:Shit!Whatamigonnasaytoher

Iwenttotakemyphoneandcalledher….

Her:HelloKhanyo

Me:Hey..



Her:I’mgonnagetyouyourbirthdaypresent

pleasedon’tremindme..

Me:ididn’tcallaboutthat..

Her:What’swrong?

Me:ihavebadnewsAnathi..

Shekeptquiet.

Me:ItsaboutRiley…

Her:WhataboutRiley?

Me:Hegotshot

Her:Whatdoyoumeanhegotshot?Hegot

shotbywho?Wheredidhegetshot?

Me:Calmdown

Her:Don’ttellmetocalmdown!!Nokhanya

whathappened??*shouting*

Me:Anathii..

Someonesnatchedmyphonefrommyear.It

wasGeshhehungedup.



Gesh:Areyoucrazy?

Me:GiveMebackmyphone!

Gesh:WhyareyoucallingAnathifor?Ifthe

bloodsfindoutaboutthisandthatithappenedi

amdeadisthatwhatyouwant?

Me:maybeyoushoulddie!!!*shouting*

Istartedpushinghim.

Me:DieGesh!!Youhavebroughtmenothing

butpainiwantyoutodie!

Him:Nokhanya…

Iwasstillpushinghimandcrying..

Me:Healmostkilledme!!Heputthegunonmy

fuckenhead!

Gesh:BabyI’msorry..

Me:That’stheproblemyoualwayssorry!!!!

Ithenwenttothebathroomandbangedthe

doorallcrying…IloveGeshbutthisistoomuch

icannottakeitanymore…Ibathe,andthen



dressedupandsentPatanSmsthatI’m

comingovertohishouse..

Ipackedafewclothes…Istartedwalkingout

Geshwaspacingupanddowninthelounge.

Gesh:manjeuyaphi?(Whereareyougoing)

Me:ican’tdothisGesh..

Him:Nokhanyaplease..

Me:I’msorryGesh..

Istartedwalkingaway.

Him:OkayNokhanyaangishoufuna

ngik’ncenge(Nokhanyayouwantmetobegyou)

finethenngiyak’ncenga(I’mbeggingyou)

Me:I’mwaytooyoungtobelivinglikethisGesh

Iamsorry!

Iwalkedout..

Him:Nokhanya!!..Nokhanya!!Ungangiyenzi

so(don’tdomelikethat)

Itwashardseeinghimbreakingbutican’tdo



this!!!

Igotintomycaranddrove,ididn’thavea

licenseandididn’tcare!…

IgottoPat’splaceiParkedbythegateand

tookmybag.Istoodbythegateandcalledhim

thatI’matthegate…Afteraminuteorsohe

walkedtothegatewhileopeningit…Icouldn’t

controlmytearsidroppedmybagandranupto

himallcrying,hestoodthereandopenedhis

arms.Iranstraighttohisarmsallcrying…

Him:Itsokay…..

Me:Justholdmetightforacoupleofminutes

anddon’tsayanything..

Hedidjustasiasked,forthefirsttimeifeltthat

iwasinsafearms.PART83UNTILYOU’RE
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Pat:Areyoualright?

Me:I’llbefine..

Hewenttogetmybagfromthegateandwe

walkedtothehouse..

Him:Whathappened?

Me:alotidon’tevenknowwheretostart

Hesatmedownonthecouch.

Him:Letmegetyousomethingtodrink..

Hewenttothekitchenandcamebackwitha

glassofwater.Hegaveme.

Idrank.

Him:Itsfineyoudon’thavetotalktonow,you’ll

talkwhenyouareready.

Me:Thankyou..

Heputhishandonmybackandrubbedmy

back..

Me:Sorryforjustshowingupofftheblue



Him:Areyoucrazy?I’mgladthatyoucame

here..

Him:I’llgoputyourbagintheguestroom..

Me:Okay..

Hewalkedupstairs……………….

DayspassedwithMelivingatPatrick’splaceit

wasnowabout2weeks,sinceI’vebeenliving

withthem……….

IwassittingattheloungeoneboringSaturday

morningdrinkingjuiceandstarringatmyphone.

ThehonesttruthisthatimissGesh,ihaven’t

hadanycommunicationwithhimforawhile

now.Hehasn’tbotheredtocallorevensendan

Smsnonewhatsoever……

Pat:yourphoneisprettyiknow..

Ididn’thearhimcomingintothelounge.

Me:Huh?

Hesatnexttome



Him:What’swrong?

Me:ItsSihle

Him:Whatabouthim?

Me:Hehasn’tcalledorevenSmsedhim

Patrick:Ifyoulovehimsoomuchwhydon’tyou

callhim?

Me:Nahidon’twanthimthinkingthatI’ve

forgivenhim

Patrick:Butyoumisshim..

Me:idomorethanyouthink.

Icouldseethatthisconversationwasmaking

himuncomfortable

Me:What’swrong?

Him:Itsnothing

Me:Itcan’tbenothing..

Him:idon’tknowifthisisgonnaputastrainin

ourfriendshiporwhatbut…



Me:Butwhat?

Him:i..IloveyouPeaches

Me:iloveyoutoo..

Him:idon’tmeanasafriend

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:ididn’taskforthistohappenbut,I’ve

developedstrongfeelingsforyou,themore

timeispendwithyouthemoreifallforyou…

Okaythatwasn’texpectedatall..

Me:Wow!!

Him:AndallthistimeI’vebeenwaitingforyou

tolovemeback…

Me:I…Thiswasunexpected…

Ididn’tknowwhattosaybecauseireallydidn’t

wannahurthisfeelings…

Me:Patrickyou’vebeenmybestfriendever

sincewewereyoung..Ihaveneverseenyouin

thatway



Him:iunderstand….Thesaddestthingisloving

someoneandthenlookingintheireyesandjust

seethattheyinlovewithsomeoneelse.

Me:I’msorrybutitrulylovehim..Imeantyoua

niceguyandallthatbut..

Him:Youdon’thavefeelingsforme

Me:Yes…

Him:Thenwhyareyoustillhere,gogetyour

manbackhomie!

Me:Youthinkso?

Him:YesIfyoudon’tfeelthesamewayabout

meatleastthenbewithsomeonethatyoutruly

love

Ismiled.Istoodup,hestooduptooandi

huggedhim.

Me:Thankyouforeverything

Hesmiled

Him:I’llalwaysbehereforyou



Ikissedhimonhischeek…..

ItookmyphoneandcalledGeshbuthedidn’t

answer..Iranupstairsgotmystaffthendrove

backhome,yesI’mgettingmyman

back!……………………..

Iarrivedthereandstoodatthedoorstepiwasa

bitscared,iwantedtoknockbutitwasdifficult.

Whatifhedoesn’twannaseemeanymore,

whatifhemovedon,phelailefthimwhenhe

neededmethemost……….

Ifinallyknocked,andknocked,andknockedit

wasveryquiet,maybehisnotaround.Wheni

wasabouttoleavethedooropened.He

couldn’tbelievethatitwasmestandingatthe

door

Me:Hey..

Shamethestatehewasinwasdevastating.He

waswearingpants,avest,andsleepers.

Lookedlikehehasn’tshavedinawhile.



Him:Hey…

Me:Canicomein?

Him:YesOfcourse…

Hesteppedoutoftheway.Igotinthehouse

wasdark,curtainsclosed.Itwasverydirty

lookedlikehehasn’tcleanedinawhile.Isaw

cigarettebudsandemptybottlesofwhiskies.

Hestartedtidyingup.

Him:Sorrythatit’slikethis,I’vebeenmeaning

toclean…

Helookedsonervousshame..

Me:Itsfine…HowisRiley?

Him:iheardhispullingthrough

Me:Tpee?

Him:Jailforattemptedmurder..

Me:Andthebloods?

Him:myfateisstillbeingdecidedthere



Me:Okay..

Him:I’mtrulysorryabout…

Me:Idon’twannatalkaboutthatnow..

Him:I’vemissedyou..

Me:I’vemissedyoutoo..

Him:Youbackforgoodthistimearound?

Me:YeapI’vemadeapromisethatI’mgonna

livethislifewithyou,andthisismekeepingmy

promise..

Hesmiled.

Me:UNTILYOUAREMINEREMEMBER

?

Him:UNTILYOUAREMINE

Hecameandkissedme……..

°

°

°



IamNokhanyaSkhosana,andthiswasmy

story.

Theend


