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PROLOGUE

"Sitwiththepainuntilitpasses,andyouwillbe

calmerforthenextone"

(NavalRavikant)

.

.

.

SomewhereinKwaZuluNatal

.

.

.

.

Her:"Ohhwenawayishooolo!"



"Wayisholoweeena,wayisholowena!"

Her:"Ohhwenawayishooolo!"

"Wayisholoweeena,wayisholowena"

Her:"Ohhwenawayishooolo!"

"Wayisholoweeena,wayisholowena!"

Shedancesherwayinsidethecircleofgirls,kicking

herlegsupdoingtheZulutraditionaldance

Her:"Minangiy'ntooombinto!"

"Wayisholoweeena,wayisholowena!"

Her:"Minangiy'ntooombinto!"

Wayisholoweena,wayisholowena!"

Allthegirlsareclappingtheirhandstothebeatas

theywatchherdanceblissfully.

Her:"Wentobazaneubuyifihla!"

"Iweweweweweiwewewe!"

Her:"Wentobazaneuboyivala!"

"Iweweweweweiwewewe



Her:"Wentombazaneuboyikhiya!"

"Iweweweweweiwewewe!"

Shecontinuesdancingwithasmileonherface

"Amahle!!"

"YehAmahlewenaawuzwaukuthingiyakubiza!?"

(Can'tyouhearmecallyou?)

Imoveawayfromthecrowdofgirlsandruntothe

riverwithmysistercallingfromadistance

Iplaceatowelonmyheadbeforecarefullyplacing

thebucketofwateronmyhead

Idecidedtostealthismomenttogojointhegirls

completelyforgettingIwassupposedtobegetting

water

"Yazwenaave'udelela,kuniniubutheuyokha

amanzi!?"(Yousodisrespectful,yousaidyouwere

comingtogetwateragesago)

Me:"Aithulileuuuyangrasela,yinmanje?"

(youyouyoumakingnoise,what'swrong?)



ImakemywaypastherasIheadhome

Thulile:"ungakhuluminamekanjalowena,umah

Kadeekufuna"

(Don'ttalktomelikethat,momhasbeenlookingfor

you)

Me:"ohhsowenauyakwaziukukhulumanamnana

nayinomayikanjani"

(Ohandyoucantalktomeeeanyhow?)

Thulile:"kantiubanomdala?"

(Who'solder?)

Me:"itdoesn'tgobywho'solder,respectisearned

sis"

Thulile:"ungangkhulumeliisngisisakho

esbhedayo"

(Don'ttalkyourwackEnglishwithme)

Me:"youyoushouldlearnmywackEnglish,it'llhelp

youinfuture"

Thulile:"ucabangaukuthiuyinivelewena,uyingane

kaShakaspear?"



(Whodoyouthinkyouare?Shakaspeare'schild?)

Ilaughather

Me:"uShakespear,notShakaspear"

Icorrectlaughingoutloud

"Awuntokazinkosazane,ndoniyamanzi,

sphalaphalasesphithiphithi"

IseeThulileblushingandgiggling

"Amahlenkosazane,bengsacelaungikeithuba?"

(Amahlebeautifulprincess,pleasecanyougiveme

aminute)

Me:"iskhathiintoenginganayobhuti"

(TimeissomethingIdon'thave)

"Ngiyakuthembisaangizukucithelaiskhathisakho,

ngifunanjeukushoamagamaamabili"

(IpromiseIwon'twasteyourtime,justafewwords)

Thulile:"akanasoiskhathiawuzwayin!?"

(Shesaidshedoesn'thavethetime,don'tyoulisten)

"AwukahleThulile,akekhoobekhulumanawe"



(BackoffThulile,noonewastalkingtoyou)

"Amahle,ngiyakuncengankosazane?"

(Amahle,Ibegyouprincess)

Me:"ngngngabakadeusuqedilenjenoba

usancenga,miminaangiwumeliumbedo"

(Youwowowould'velongbeendonesayingwhat

youneedtoinsteadofbegging,IIdon'tstopfor

nonsense)

Hewalksbesidemeaswecontinuethelongwalk

home

"Manjebengifunaukubuzaukuthiuzoyayinkum

dansowaMatikilitsheni?"

(IwantedtoaskifwillyoubeattendingtheMatric

dance?)

Me:"angazihlawumbe"

(Idon'tknow,maybe)

"BengisacelaukubayiDateyakho?"

(MayIpleasebeyourdate?)



Me:"Cha,ngirytngedate"

(NoI'mgood)

"AwuAmahlemfethu,please"

Me:"ngitheChaThabiso,sowungahambakemanje"

(IsaidnoThabiso,youcanleavemealonenow)

Thabiso:"EishuyankhawathakodwaAmahle,

kulungile,yazukuthimaningikanjaniamathekeni

angakujabulelaukuhambanam?"

(YouhurtmeAmahle,butit'sfine,doyouknowhow

manygirlswouldbehappytobemydate?)

Me:"siyakubongelakebhuti"

(Goodforyou)

Heclickshistongueandwalksaway

Thulile:"awuthandiukuhambanam?"

(Don'tyouwannagowithme?)

Thabiso:"tsekThulile"

Shegaspsinshock

Thulile:"bengithingikwenzelaifavouryaz,usho



ngobubi"

(Iwasjustdoingyouafavour,withyouruglyself)

Thabisoisnowhereclosetouglyandsheknowsit,

heisagoodlookinglad,it'sjustthathe'sabadboy

andIdon'twannainvolvemyselfwithboys,let

alonebadones,he'salwaysuptonogoodandhim

andhisfriendsarebullies,Ihatebullies,I'velived

withbulliesmywholelife,everydayfeelslikehell.

TheonlywayIgetanescapeiswhenIgotothe

Reeddancesandmeetings,IlovebeingthereIlove

howtheyteachusabouthowweshouldrespect,

loveandcherishourbodiesasyoungwomenand

howimportantitistokeepyourinnocence,not

becauseifyounotavirginyoushouldfeelanyless

womanorproudofyourselfandyourbody,but

keepingyourinnocenceisactuallyyouprotecting

yourselffrommanythingsthatcomewithsexthat

wemaybetooyoungtoendure,likebabies,

deseasesandunhealableheartbreaks.

Themoreyoudelayhavingsextheearlieryou'llbe

inreachofyourdreams,mencanbemanipulative

andcruelandIdon'twantmylifedependingon



someone,amaninparticular,orevenmysocalled

family,Iwanttobemyownwoman.Myfutureis

somethingIlookforwardtoandI'vealready

planneditouttobeperfectandmyvirginityismy

prideandsomethingItreasure,Iknowpeoplethese

daysdon'treallytakesexasabigdeal,buttome,

it'sahugedeal,onceyouhavesexapartofyou

changesinside,Ibelievethatsexissomething

spiritual,andonceyousharesuchintimacywith

someone,theytransfersomethingmorethan

pleasure,deseasesorbabies,thosearejustthe

visibletransfersbuttheyalsoleaveapartoftheir

soulinyouandwhatevertheypickedupfromother

peopleitallcomestoyou,oncepeoplehavehad

sexyoucanevennoticeachangeintheirbehavior,

alotchanges.

TheBibleisalsotheretoprovemypointinMark10:

8tellsus“andthetwowillbecomeoneflesh.'So

theyarenolongertwo,butoneflesh.

IplacethebucketonthefloorassoonasIreach

therondovelhousewhichweuseasthekitchen.

"Isonaskhathisokubuyalesi!?"



(Isthisthehourtocomebackhome?)

Islowlyturntolookatmyragingmother

Thulilestandingbehindherwithastick

Me:"ngingingiyaxoxolisamahbebe

bengingaqondileukubuyangalesikhkhathi"(I'mI'm

sorrymom,IIIdidn'tmeantocomebackatthis

time)

Ihatemystuttering,it'sworsewhenI'mscared,and

myasthmadoesnothelp.

Mama:"uyanyolisa,unyolisaubufebe,ngikuthuma

ukuthiuyokhaamaziwenaugigithekanabafana!?

Siesmarn!Thulile,hambokhauswazikhona

umuntuekmelengimqedeubufebenamhlanje!"

(Younyoriyounyoriforbeingabitch,Isentyouto

gogetwaterbutyoubusywithboys!?Siesman!

Thulile,gofetchmeasticksoIcanbeatthe

whoringoutofsomeonetoday!)

Me:"Nomama,please,bengingahlelinabafana!

Ngiyakuthembisamah!"

(Nomomplease,Iwasn'taroundboys,Ipromise



youmah)

Shechargestowardsmewiththestickandstart

beatingmewithit

Mama:"uzoyekalobufebebakhonamhlanje!

Ngizokukhiphabonkelobufebe,kadengiloku

ngikukhuza!"

(Youwillstopwithallthisbitchingtoday!Iwillbeat

itoutofyou!I'vewarnedyoucountlesstimesabout

yourwhoring!)

Icrymylungsoutasshebrutallybeatsmefor

somethingIdidn'tdo,I'monthefloortakingitallin

beggingforhertostop,Ilookintohereyesasshe

beatsme,hereyesarefullofhate,theyareeviland

monstrous,sheplacesherkneeonmychestasshe

beatsmemakingmestruggletobreath

Me(crying):"mama!plplplease,IIcan'tbreath!"

IlookatThulilewithpleadingeyeswho'sstanding

bythedoorwatchingnotfeelingnotevenaslight

feelingofpityforme

Me(outofbreath):"ThuThulile!Help,please"



IfshecouldcryandbeguMamatostop,she

wouldn'thesitate,sheloveshertwinbabygirlso

much,she'dneverwanttoseeherorhertwinsister

hurtingorcrying,she'sneverlaidafingeronthem.

Butinsteadshejustlooksatme,ifitwasThandile

theothertwinshewould'vehelpedmeeventhough

theybothdon'tlikemebutThandileismore

sensitive.

Iclosemyeyesasifeelmyairwayclosinginonme

withherlegpressingharderonmychest,Inever

thoughtthisishowI'ddie,inthehandsofmyown

mother.

Hervoicebecomesfainter

"Ayibomama!UmenzaniuAmahle!"

(Mom!WhatareyoudoingtoAmahle!)

Ifeelhandspressonmychestgentlyasmyairway

slowlyopens,Iopenmyeyesstrugglingtobreath

"Thulile!Hambothathaipumpyakhe!!Sheshabo!"

(Thulile!Gofetchherpump!Hurry!)

"Phefumulahlehle,phefumula"



(Breathhlehle,breath)

Itrymybesttobreathbutit'sgettingharder

ThulilehandsThandilethepump,sheputsitinmy

mouthandpressesit,Iinhaleitinacoupleoftimes

untilmybreathinggoesbacktonormal.

Shepullsmeintoherembrace,Irestonherchest

cryingsilently

Thandile:"cishewambulalamah!"

(Youalmostkilledhermom!)

Mom:"mxmnginendabayin"

(MxmasifIcare?)

ShewalksawaywithThulile

Thandilehelpsmeupandleadsmetothemain

housetoherbedroom.

IsharearoomwithThulilewhileThandilehasher

ownroom.

Shegetsmewatertryingtocalmmedown.



ThewayI'mtreatedinthishomeisheartbreaking,

anditdoesn'thelpthatourfatherpassedawaylast

year,mom'shateformeonlygrewafterthat,she's

hatedmeeversinceIcouldremember,mywhole

life,butdadalwaysprotectedmefromherbeatings

sometimesashewasalsohardlyhomecausehe

workedinthecityinDurbaninthemines.Oneday

athisjobthegroundcollapsedandswallowedthem

in.Wereceivedthenewsanditwasaheart

wrenchingmomentinallourlives,wewereall

dependedonhim,speciallyfinancially.

Mom,wasahousewife,butsincedaddiedshe

foundajobattheSparsupermarketasacashier.

It'sadecentjobandwearesurviving.

Idon'tknowwhymymotherhates

ButIfindmypeaceinprayer.

Prayerhassavedmefrommanysuicidalthoughts,

I'veattemptedkillingmyselfmorethanafewtimes,

IknowthatGodiswithmecauseIneverfindthe

couragetodoit,andwhenIfinallydosomething

alwaysdisturbsme.



Myfatherwasnotthesoftlovingtypeeither,hewas

atypicalZuluman,hewasverystrictandharsh

withallofus,heonlyhadgoodintentionsthough,

hevaluededucationandpushedustoexcelin

school,that'swhymyEnglishisfluent.

Ihavebigdreamsofbecomingadoctor,andIknow

Ican'tpursuethemwithbrokenorweakEnglish,so

ItookextraclasseswhenitcametoEnglish,Maths

andphysics.

Myfatherencouragedmetobecomeadoctor,he

saysIwasborntobesomethinggreat,helovedme.

He'stheonlyonewhomademefeeltheloveofa

parent,eventhoughitwasforalittlewhilewhenhe

cameonsomeweekendsandleft.

Thenmynightmarewouldbegin.

Ijustwantfreedom,justonceinmylife.

Notsurroundedbylousyhousesandhigh

depressingmountainsthatpromisenohopeof

escapefromthevillage.

Thandile(handsacupovertome):"Mina,phuzala"



(drinkup)

Itakeitandlookatit

Me(disgusted):"yiyinile?"(whwhat'sthis?)

Thandile(frowns):"awuphuzeuyekeukungibuza

umsangano"

(Drinkupandstopaskingmenonsense)

Isayaquicksilentprayer,closemyeyestightlyas

Itakeitdowninonegulp.

Me(disgusted):"aargh!"

Itwashorribleanditburntmythroat,Icleanthe

sandinmymouthusingmytongue.Itwasumuthi

wesiZulu,momanddadwereverytraditionalpeople,

weusetraditionalmedicinetohealwhateverpain

morethanweusewesternmedicine.

Ineverlikedumuthibutitworksquicklytoheal.

Thandile:"sondelakuminaulalephansingomhlane"

(Comeclosertomeandsleeponyourback)

IdoasI'mtold



Thandile:"kubhlungukuphi?"

(Wheredoesithurt?)

Ipointatmychestandalltheotherpartsithurts

Sherubssomeherbsonmybruisescausingmeto

letout"hllii"soundsfrompain.

EventhoughmyThandilehatesmebutsheistoo

sensitive,Thulileandmomaretheoneswho

influencehertobemeantome,andherkindness

rightnowwillcostheralot,maybeamealora

wooping,butIdoubtshe'llgetabeating,mom

doesn'thitthem.

Me:"ngiyabongasiswam,youaresokindtome"

(Thankyousister)

Thandile:"okokugcinalokhu,ungaphindeudumaze

umahkanje,ngesinyeisikhathiangekengikwazi

ukuksiza"

(Thisisthelasttime,don'tmakemomthatangry

again,nexttimeIwon'tbeabletohelpyou)

Me(sighs):"ngiyazi,ngekengiphinde"



(Iknow,itwon'thappenagain)

"AmahleIndigoMbokazi!!Ziphiizinkomozam!!"

(Wherearemycows!!)

Shit!!Iwassupposedtogetthemfromthefield

aftergettingwater!

ThandilelooksatmewithfearasIhyperventilate,

myblooddroppedtomyfeet,makingmetremble.

TodayIdie.

MynameisAmahleIndigoMbokaziasyoumight

alreadyknow,thelastborntomyparentsthelate

Bhekumuzi,andNozinikoMbokazi.Thandileand

Thulilearemyonlysiblings.Iwasbornandraised

eNongomakwaGwebukwelamaphikankanin

Zululand.

Thisismystory

**********



Fastenyourseatbelts

It'sgonnabeabumpyride.

Pleaselike,Shareasmuchasyoucanandmention.

[12/17,13:14] :Insert1
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Lulama

•

•

•

•



Pastor:"doyou,Lulama,takeNoah,tobeyour

lawfullyweddedhusband,tohaveandtohold,for

richerorpoorer,insicknessandinhealthforas

longasyoubothshalllive?"

Me:"Ido"

Pastor:"doyouNoah,takeLulama,tobeyour

lawfullyweddedwife,tohaveandtohold,forricher

orpoorer,insicknessandinhealthforaslongas

youbothshalllive?"

(Silence)

Myheartskipsabeatasitpoundsfastagainstmy

chest

Helooksatthecrowdlookingathismotherwho

nodsathim.

Helooksbackatme

Noah:"Ido"

Isighinrelief

Pastor:"therings"

Webothslideoneachother'srings



Pastor:"withthepowervestedinme,Inow

pronounceyou,husbandandwife.Youmaykissthe

bride"

Iclosemyeyesandleaninforakiss,Ifeelaquick

peckonmylips.

Iopenmyeyesindisappointmentasthecrowd

clapstheirhands

Wespendtherestofthedayatthereceptionwhere

speechesweresharedandmyhusbandwasbyall

meanskeepinghisdistancefrommeentertaining

theguestsmorethanhepayedanyattentiontome.

NotthatI'musedtoanythingdifferent,it'sjustthat,

Ireallythoughtthisdresswouldmakehimlookat

medifferently.

IguessIwaswrong.

Afteranicewarmshower,Igojoinhiminthe

coversonthebed.

WebookedabeautifulluxurioushotelinZanzibar

resortforourhoneymoonthatwasasurprisetrip



bookedbyourparents.

It'saverybeautifulisland,beautifulclearwaters,it's

justsopeacefulandromantic

Ican'tbelievewe'llbehereforawholeweek.

It'snotmuchbutit'llbethemosttime

I'veevergottentospendwithhim.

Me:"thisisthebestsurprise,don'tyouthinkbabe?"

Noah:"(focusedonhislaptop):"mmh"

Me:"Iknowthatourmarriagewasarrangedforus

andwehavebeenrobbedoflivinglifeonourown

terms,butIamwillingtomakethisworthit

Andit'snotlikewecompletestrangers,we've

knowneachotherforalongtime,eventhoughwe

onlystartedspendingactualtimetogetherforonly

ayearnow.

Andit'ssafetosaythat,Ihavedevelopedfeelings

foryou"

Heglimpseatmethenfocusesbackonhislaptop

Noah:"youhave?"



Me(chuckles):"yes!I'veactuallyalwayshadacrush

onyousincethefirsttimeImetyou,whenmymom

introducedustotellmethatyouwerethemanI'll

marrywhenIturneighteen,fromthatdayon,Ijust

couldn'twait"

Imovecloserandshuthislaptop

Heputsitontheside

Me:"fromthen,Icouldn'tstopdreamingand

imaginingourlivestogether,eighteenyearsold

seemedsofar"

Igetontopofhim

Me:"Ipromiseyou,I'llbethebestwifeever"

Noah:"youknowourmarriageisjustbusiness,we

don'thavetodoalltheunnecessarythings,wejust

havetoputonashowforthepublicandthefamily"

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckwhilemyhands

playwithhisdreadlocks

Me:"itdoesn'thavetobethatway,wecouldmake

somethingbeautifuloutofthis"

Heremovesmyhandsawayfromhimandplaces



themonmylap

Noah:"looklulama,I'msorrybutI'veneverlookedat

youthatway,andIwillneverseeyouinthatway,I

don'thavefeelingsforyou.Yeswe'vegottento

knoweachotherforthepastfewmonthsandIlike

you,butnotinthatway"

Me:"maybeit'scausethisisstillnewtoyou,and

thismarriagewasagainstourwill,butNoah,wecan

reallymakeitwork,we'llgrowtoloveeachother,we

cantakeourtime,there'snorush"

Hefrowns

Noah:"getoffme!"

HesnapsatmeandIjumpoffhim

Noah:"Isaid,thisisstrictlybusiness,nowlet'skeep

itthatway"

Hegetsupandputsonhisshirt

Healreadyhadhissweatpantson

Me:"whereyougoing"

Noah:"I'llfindanotherroomformyself,willseeyou



whenwedepartforhome"

Hesaysgettinghisbags

Me:"what!?Wewon'tbeseeingeachother?"

Noah:"please,doenjoyyourself,dowhateveryou

want,we'llmeetwhenwedepart"

Hemakeshiswayout

Me:"wait!"

Heclosesthedoor

IsighasIsinkinthebed,myheartshatteredbyhis

actions.

Tearsstreamdownmyface

ItakemyphoneandcallmyDad

"HellomyAngel"

Me:"heydad"

"How'syourfirstnightwithyourhusband?Areyou

enjoyingthebeautifullocation,tomorrowmorning

youtwoshouldgobythebeachandwatchthesun

rise,it'sthemostbeautifulview,trustmeyouwon't



regretsacrificingyoursleep"

Me:....

"Angel?Areyouokay?DidyouhearwhatIjust

said?"

Me(sniffs):"yesdad,Iheardyou"

"Youdon'tsoundexcited,iseverythingokay?

Pleasedon'ttellmeroomservicewasbad?Iknow

howmuchyouhateitwhenhotelsgivepoor

service"

Me:"roomserviceisfinedad,it'sjustNoah"

"Whatdidhedo?"

Me:"he'sbeingreallycoldtowardsme,hebooked

anotherroomforhimselfwherehe'llspentthe

wholeweekthereonhisown,hesaidhe'llonlysee

mewhenit'stimeforustoleave(burstsintotears)

what'stheuseofthishoneymoonanyway?Thisis

notwhatIexpectedwhenyoutoldmeI'llmarry

NoahDad,yousaidI'llbehappy,it'sonlyour

honeymoonandalreadyhe'streatingmelikethis?"

"What!?Howdarehetreatyoulikethat!



Don'tworrymybaby,I'llhaveawordwithhisfather,

he'llputhiminhislane,theNhlabathi'sdon'tknow

me...don'tcryprincessdaddyisgoingtosortitout

likealways,you'llbesleepinginthesamebedas

yourhusbandbytomorrowifnottonight"

Iwipemytears

Me:"thankyoudad,youthebest"

"Daddywillfixthis,youjustgetyourbeautysleep,

everythingwillbefinebetweenyouandyour

husbandtomorrow,I'msorryyouhavetosleep

alonetonight,heshouldbebyyoursidecelebrating

yoursuccessfulweddingdayandappreciatingthat

he'llbespendingtherestofhislifewiththemost

beautifulwoman,uMthembuwonke,didheforget

whoweare?..mhmhnowhegotmeallworkedup,

goodnightmyAngel,letmesortthisoutquickly"

Me:"yesdaddy,goodnight"

Ihangup

AsmilecreepsonmyfaceasIslideintheblankets.

Myfatherismysuperhero,I'mhisonlygirlchildand



hetreatsmelikeaQueen.

IgetwhateverIwantwhenIwantit.

Heneverwantstoseemecryingorhurt

He'dgototheendsoftheworldtomake

mefeelbetter.

OncedadtalkstoNoah'sdad,Noahwillcomeback

tohissenses.

Ithinkthewholegettingmarriedthinghasjust

overwhelmedhim,Iknowhehasfeelingsforme,we

didhavearomanticnighttogetheronce,even

thoughweweredrunkandwedidn'tgettohavesex

becausehedidn'twanttotakeadvantageofmebut

Iswearafterthat,helookedandtalkedtome

differently.Inagoodway.Thefactthathedidn't

takeadvantageofme,mademefallevenmore

deeplyforhim.

Idon'tknowwhyhe'ssoscaredofcommitment.

He'ssixyearsolderthanme,I'm18,butI'vealways

hadacrushonhimeversinceIwassixteen,he's

alwaysbeentheverydowntoearthandquietone



oppositeofhisbrother.Nooneeverknewwhatwas

goingoninhishead,hekeptaverysmallcircleof

friends,eventhoughhewasquietpeoplerespected

him,hehadthatintimidatingaurainhim,which

attractedmanygirlstowardshim,hisneatalways

freshdreadlocksandmuscularbodyalsoplayeda

part.Hisgreyeyes.

Justthinkingabouthimmakesagirlwet.

Hedoesn'ttalkalotandhardlyactiveonsocial

mediaplatforms,itwasnoteasycrushingonhim,

becauseitwasn'teasystalkinghimandknowing

whathe'supto.He'smysterious.Whichmakeshim

moreattractive.

Ihatetoadmititbutwomenthrowthemselvesat

himallthetime,Imeaneverywhere,whetherit's

restaurantsorfamilyandfriendsgatherings.My

friendsincluded.

Heneverentertainsthem,it'slikehedoesn'thave

timeforwomen,oranyfunbesideshiswork.

IonlyfoundoutIwasgoingtomarryhimearlierthis

yearwhenIstartedmatric,Iwasangryatmy



parentsforarrangingmylifeforme...butabit

exciteditwaswithoneoftheNhlabathibrothers.

Nowthatwemarried,we'llbemovingintogether

andI'msoexcitedthatI'mfinallygoingto

experienceanothersideofhimasmyhusband,the

loving,caring,jealousandprotectiveside.

Maybeeventhefunnyside.

Thelittlefightsandarguments,thekissingand

makeupsession.

Thelovemakingandroughfucking.

I'vebeenfantasizingabouthim,finallyallmy

fantasieswillcometolife.

ItakemyphoneandlogintoInstagram

Ichooseapictureofusearlieronatourwedding,

he'sholdingmefrombehindlookingatthecamera

withmyonehandholdinghischeekandtheother

hishands.

Icaptionit"MrandMrsNhlabathi"

IpostitandafewotherpicsalsoonFacebookand

Twitter.



Myphoneinstantlygoesbuzzingwithnotifications.

Ireadandrespondtoafewcomments.

Everyoneishappyandcongratulatingme.Manyof

themmakingnastycommentslike"oksalayo

nizohlukana"

(Itwon'tlast)

Ilaughtomyselfattheirjealousy,funnyhowthe

womenwhosaythesenastycommentsarenot

evenathisleague,letalonemyclass.Howpathetic.

Poorpeoplearesosmallminded.

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

"IloveyouIndy,butIdon'twanttohurtyou"



Me:"IIdon'tcarewhogetshurt,please,don'tbbbe

afraidoflovingme"

"Youdeservesomuchbetterthanme,I'mnotthe

personyouthinkIam"

Me:"No,Ideserveyou"

"I'mleaving,you'llneverseemeagain"

Hewalksaway

Igrabhisarmbeforehecouldpastme

Me:"don'tgo"

Hedisappears

********

Iwakeupwithanachingheart.

Idon'tknowwhatthehellamIdreamingabout,I

can'tevenseethefaceofthepersoninmydream,I

don'tknowhowhelookslike.

ButIalwayswakeupwithapainfulchesteverytime

Idreamabouthim.

Hisvoicesoundsverydeepandsoothing.Butit's



alwaysthissameheartbreakingsenario.

I'vebeenhavingthesamedreamforthreenightsin

arownow.Ihateit.

Idon'teverwanttofeelthepainIfeelinthatdream.

It'sevenworsethanthepainpenetratedbymy

family.

..........

OntopofthefreshbruisesIgotanotherhatefelt

unmercifulbeating,formycarelessnesswiththe

cows.

Idon'tblameherforthatthough,Iwaswrongto

forgetaboutthecows,Ideservedthebeating,dad

would'vebeatmetooifhewasstillalive,hiscows

werehistreasure.

Iwenttogetthemlimpingwithpain.

Imustsay,beingbeatenbymymomwasnothing

newtome,butit'slikeherbeatingsarebecoming



worseandmorelifethreateningasIgetolder.

Iwasinsomuchpainyesterday,Ididn'teven

managetosleep.

I'vealwaysbeenaslave.

Washingeveryone'sdirtyclothes,includingtheir

underwear.

Washingdishesandcleaningupaftereveryone.

EventhoughIdon'tgettoeatthefoodIcook.

I'mabouttowritemyfinalexamssoonbutI'm

nevergivenachancetostudy.

Everyoneinthishousealwaysdiscouragesmeand

remindmethatI'manothingandI'mgoingto

perishhere,mylifewillperishhere,thatIshouldn't

evenbotherstudying.

Ihavetodoallmychoirsbeforegoingtoschool,no

onecareswhetherImissschoolornotaslongas

mychoirsaredone,Ihavetohelpeveryoneget

readyinthemorning,Iwakeupatthreeeveryday,

nomatterhowcolditisandIhavetowarmwaterin

thefireplacebytheRondovelwhichrequiresmeto



walkoutfromthemainhouse.Ihavetoiron

everyone'suniform,andwedon'tusetheelectrical

iron,weusetheoldmetalone,whichisheatedby

firebeforepressingitonclothing,notbecausewe

don'thavetheelectricalone,it'sjustthat,I'mnot

allowedtouseit.

AfterschoolIhavetogogetwoodbytheforest,

whilemysistersjustsitaroundanddonothing,I

havetogoalone,noonecaresaboutwhathappens

tomewhileI'mthere.ldon'thavemuchfriends

hereeither,eventhegirlsIgotoReeddanceswith,

theydon'treallylikemethatmuch,Idon'tknowwhy,

theyarenicetomebutnotniceenoughtobemy

friends.Idon'tknowwhynobodylikesme,evenmy

ownfamily.

AllIknowisloneliness.

Idohaveonefriend,he'snameisAvela,he'smy

friendatschool,we'vebeenfriendseversince

primary,helivesquietfarfrommesoweonlygetto

seeeachotherinschool.

WhenIgotothewoodsIpasshishouse,sohe



alwaysaccompaniesmetothewoods.

TheonlytimeIgettostudyisatschool,Iusemy

timeatschoolverywisely,atbreaktime,I'malways

studying,inbetweenfreeperiodsandafterschool

inmyextraclasses.

AthomewhileI'mcookingIalwayshaveabookin

myhand.

Ican'taffordtofail,Ineedabursarythatwillhelp

furthermystudiesandgetfarawayfromhereas

possible.

I'mnowbytheriverdoingthelaundry

ofourschooluniform.

Ishiftmyfocustotheothergroupofgirlsfar

oppositeme,Ismileatthembuttheygivemecold

shouldersandexchangelooksandfewwordsat

eachotherthenlookbackatmeandlaugh.

Myheartsinks.

IignoretheirnastyremarksasIcontinuewiththe

clothes

"Sphalaphalasentokazi"



Iclosemyeyesandsigh,Ihatepersistentguyswho

trytowinagirlaftershe'smadeitclearshedoesn't

wantyou.

Can'tguystellthedifferencebetweenplayinghard

togetandseriouslynotinterested?

"Bukaukuthingikuphatheleni?"

(LookwhatIgotforyou)

Heputsaroseinfrontme

Lordpleasemakehimdisappear,please.

Me:"thabisoplplplease,stayawayfromme"

Thabiso:"acuntdodat"

Hesaysinbadpronunciation.

Imaginemebeingcharmedbyaboywhocan'teven

speakproperEnglish,hethinksIcareabouthis

looks?

Thabiso:"bhekaI'mveryattractivetowenamfethu,

andIwannamakeyouformine,yacava?"

Irollmyeyes



Me:"I'mnotinterested"

Thabiso:"ngiyakuthembisa,Itreatyoulikethe

Queen,I'mnotnevergonnahurtyou"

Me(chuckles):"youyouyounotnevergonnahurtme?

Shuthiphelangenzakahlengingavumi"

(MeaningI'mmakingtherightdecisionby

disagreeing)

Hescatcheshishead

Thabiso:"Eish"

IpickuphisroseandIstandinfrontofhim,he

smilesatme.

Igivehimhisflower

Me:"celauhambeuyonikauSnelembali,uhlukane

nam"

(PleasegogiveSnethisflowerandleavemealone)

Sinethembaisthemeanestgirlinschool

andshe'sThabiso'sgirlfriend,shealreadydoesn't

likemeandhimdoingallthiscoulddrawmuch

attentiontomeandunwanteddrama.



Thabiso:"ohhhkantilentoisbecauseofuSne,

khululeka,Ilongbreakupwithhim,youdon'tworry

anymoreaboutyena"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"justgoThabiso"

Igetbacktomylaundry

Hefinallygivesupafterawhileandleft.

Igethomeandfindmomalreadyhome,shit,she

camebackearly.

AfterhangingtheclothesIheadtothekitchen

quicklytogetstartedonsupper.

Ifindherwaitingformewithastick

Itakeafewstepsback

Me:"mama,III'msorryI'mlate,thththerewasextra

clothestowashananananan......

Mama:"anananini?Ngathinikuwenangokuqala

amabhodwelatekanje!?"



(WhatdidIsayaboutcookinglate?)

Me:"ngngiyaxolisama,bengithingizowaqala

manje"

(I'msorryma,Iwasabouttostartcooking)

Shemarchestowardsmeandstartsbeatingme

senselessly

Ibeghertostop.Shedoesn't.Shekeepsbeating

me.Itakeineverylashwhilebeggingforhertostop.

Butmycriesfallintodeafearsasifthethickstick

wasn'tdoingmuchjusticeshestartedkickingme,

onmytummy.

Iwasbeingpunishedforadeadlycrimeofnot

cookingontime.

Onceshewastiredshelooksatmewithmuch

disgustandspitsonme.

Mama:"sukuma,uhambeopheka!"

(Getupandgocook!)

Irushoutstraighttothemainroom

Igetinthebedroomandgrabmyinhaler



Iinhaleituntilmyairwayopensup.

Igetstartedwiththepots.

Ihadfinishedallmychoirs,Iwasnowheadingto

bed.

Mama:"ucabangaukuthiuyaphi?"

(Wheredoyouthinkyougoing?)

Me:"bengithisengyolalama,besengiqedilekonke,e

eengabakukhonaokunyeumahafisangimenzele?)

(Iwasheadingtobed,Ihavedoneallmychoirs,is

isisthereanythingelsemomwishesmetodo?)

It'snowlateatmidnight,that'showlongittakesme

tofinisheverything,everyday.

Idon'tevengetthefoodIcook,I'malwaysgiven

leftovers,andtherearefromotherpeople'splates,

likeadog,I'mnotallowedtodishupformyself.

Iwakeuphungryandgotobedhungryeveryday.

Thisalwayshappens,exceptwhendadwouldcome

backforaweekend,thatwouldbetheonlytimeI'm



treatedlikeeveryoneelse.

Now,he'snolongerhere.Nomorebreaksfroma

lifeofhell.

Mama:"usisiwakhosemdalamanje,akasafuni

ukusheraikamelanawe"

(Yousisterisabiggirlnowandshedoesn'twantto

sharetheroomwithyouanymore)

Me:"oh,ookay"

Mama:"yah,uzolalalaphaemkhukhwininezinkuku"

(Youwillsleepbytheshackwiththechickens)

Agaspescapesmymouth

HowamIsupposedtosleepinthatshack?There's

noelectricitythere,nobed,abunchofwoodthatI

useforfireandotherjunk,howamIsupposedto

studythere?

Theroofhasholes,thedoordoesn'tevenclose

properly.

Me:"mah,ngiyacela,celaungangilalisiemnyango"

(Pleasemom,don'tletmesleepoutside)



Mama:"hambaman!!Ngingazengikuvithize

ngendukufuthi!!"

(Leave!!BeforeIbeatyouuponceagain!!)

IruntothebedroomtofetchthingsthatI'llneed.

IfindThulilesittingonthebedcomfortably.We

sharedadoublebed.

Itakemyschoolbagandpacksomeofmythingsin

it.

Thulile:"ekugcinenisengizotholaukuphumulakahle"

(AtlastI'llgetsomepropersleep)

Ilookatherwithburningangerandhateinmyheart

forher

Me:"howcouldyoudothistome?"

Thulile:"ngifunaukukqedalesosingisisakho,

ngobaucabangaukuthiungconokunathi,futhimina

ngikhatheleukulalanomuntuohlezienukaintuthu

njalo"

(IwanttofinishthatEnglishinyou.Youthinkyou

betterthanus,withyourEnglish,I'malsosickof



sleepingwithsomeonewhoalwayssmellsofburnt

ashes,allthetime)

Me:"whyungizondakangaka,ngakwenzani?"

(Whydoyouhatemesomuch,whathaveIever

donetoyou?)

Shelaughs

Thulile:"awuzibhekenje,umnyamanaonjengawe,

uyangihlaza,awufaneleukubausisiwam"

(Haveyoutakenalookatyourself,yousodark,you

embarrassme,youdon'tdeservetobemysister)

Igrabablanketandquicklyheadoutbeforemy

tearsfallinfrontofher

Mama:"uyisaphileyongubo?"

(Wheredoyouthinkyoutakingthatblanket?)

Me:"ngngzolalangayo"

(I'llsleepwithit)

Mama:"shiyasisi,ikhonainguboozoyotholalapha

emkhukhwini,shiyaizingubozameziclean"



(Leaveit,you'llfinddirtyblanketsintheshackfor

you,leavemycleanblankets)

IburstintotearsassoonasIgetintheshack,

wakingupthechickens.

Ifindacorner,Isitthereandcry,hopingtheheavy

paininmychestwillstop.

Ifmyownmotherhatesmesomuch,whydidn'tshe

justabortme,whydidshebringmeintothisworld

totortureme.

WhatdidIdotodeservethis?Itrybyallmeansto

impressher,bygettinggoodgrades,doingallmy

choirs,stayingawayfromboysandtrouble.Butit

seemslikeshehatesmemorewitheachpassing

day.IsitbecauseI'mdarker?Ithinktookmy

father'scomplexionmakingmedarkerthanmy

sisters.

somepeoplemakefunofme,theycomeupwithall

sortsofjokesofwhyI'msodark.Ihatemyskin

color,myownracehatesmeformyskincolor,my

ownfamilyhatesme.



Ineveraskedtobebornlikethis,ifIcouldbleachI

would,ifthatmeanttobelovedmymyfamily,I

woulddoit.

Mycriesgetlouderasmychesthurtsevenmoreas

ifsomeonehasstabbedmerightthroughit.

******

"Itwasafinecry–loudandlong–butithadno

bottomandithadnotop,justcirclesandcirclesof

sorrow"(ToniMorrison)
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Ijustfinishedapplyingmymakeup

I'mnowcombingmyweave.

Ihavemybikinion,readytogotothebeach.

There'saharshknockatthedoor,makingme

startle.

Igetup

Me:"jeezyoudon'thavetobreakthedoordown"

Iunlockandopenthedoor,I'mmetbyragingeyes.

Hewalksclosertomewithhisheadovermine

causingmetomoveback

Me:"Noah,youchangedyourmind?"

Noah:"whywouldyoudothat?Huh?Whywouldyou

callyourdad?"



Me:"Noah,calmdown"

Hiseyeshoodedhoveringoverme,hisbodyso

closelikehe'sabouttosquashmeintoaball

Noah:"yougoingtotellyourfathereverytimewe

haveaproblem?Isthatwhatyoucallbeingagood

wife?"

Ishakemyhead

Noah:"thatissochildishofyou,youexpectmeto

beattractedtoababylikeyourself?That'swhyI

neverwantedtomarryyou,younotwomanenough

forme,youachildishlittledaddy'sgirl"

Hemovesawayfromme,breathingheavily.

He'stryinghisbesttokeephiscool

Me:"Noah...I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantoupsetyou"

Hestandsinfrontofthebigwindowlookingoutside

attheocean

Iwalkuptohimandrubhisarmtryingtocalmhim

down

Me:"I'msosorry,Iwasheartbroken,Ididn'tknow



whoelsetotalkto,Ididn'tthinkdadwouldcallyour

father"

Helooksatmewithafrown

Noah:"youarenotgoingtopullastuntlikethat

again,fromnowon,youhandleyourmarriage

businessprivately,youcan'tberunningtodaddyall

thetime,becausenomatterhowmanytimesyou

gocryingtohim,it'llnotchangethewayIfeelabout

you.Ireallythoughtyouweregoingtotakethisasa

biggirl,thatyou'dbepatientwithme,youcan't

expectmetodevelopfeelingsforyouovernight.

Whoknows,maybeifyouwerewomanenoughto

handleyourproblemsonyourown,Iwould'vefound

itattractive.Butyourchildishbehavior,isjust

disgustingandveryunattractive"

Ilookdown,embarrassed,Ididn'twanttobejust

marriedtoNoah,Iwantedhisloveandaffectionas

well.IfIwantit,IhavetoprovetohimthatIcanbe

awife,agrownwomanwhocanfightherown

battles.

Ilookupathim



Me:"whathappenedyesterdayitwon'thappenagain,

I'mmarriedtoyouandnotmyfather,therefore,

whathappensbetweenus,staysandgetsresolved

betweenus,unlesswebothconsentforthirdparty

intervention"

Helooksatmeandsmiles,whoahissmiling?

Noah:"that'swhatIliketohear"

Heturnandfacesmewithhishandsinhispockets

Noah:"it'snotlikeIhateyouLulama,Ilikeyou,you

verybeautifulandanymanwouldbeluckytohave

you,Ijustdon'ttrustmyselftoloveyou,Idon'ttrust

myselftobeinarelationship,that'swhyyou've

neverseenmeentertainingwomenorwitha

girlfriendbefore.Idon'twanttohurtyou"

Ireachmyhandoutforhischeek

Me:"Ipromise,I'llbepatient"

Heholdsmyhandthenremovesitfromhisface.

Noah:"I'mtrying,justgivemesometime"

Inod



Hewalksout

Iguesshe'sstillnotgoingtospendourtimehere

withme.

Igostandinfrontofthemirrorandadmiremyself

Me(smiling):"hesaidI'mbeautiful"

.

.

.

.

.

AMAHLE

AFEWMONTHSLATER

.

.

.

I'mstudyingformylastpaperwhichisphysical

science.



Ithasn'tbeeneasystudyingwiththeliving

conditionsIhad,butI'mpullingthroughandnoone

likesitonebit.

"Kaziuyophelelaphinaleyomfundoyakho,wena

uyofelalaeNongoma"

(Iwonderwhereyoureducationwilltakeyou,you

willperishhereinNongoma)

Thoseweremymother'swordseverytimeshesaw

mestudying.

Ihadtostealmybirthcertificateinordertoapply

forvarsitycauseIknowmomwouldn'thavegivenit

tome.

IappliedatWitsUniversity,UniversityofCapeTown,

NorthWestUniversity,UniversityofKwaZuluNatal,

StellenboschUniversity.,andUniversityofPretoria.

IalsoappliedforNsfasandotherbarseries

Ihaven'ttoldanyonethatIapplied,Iknowmomwill

notbehappyandI'llprobablygetagoodbeatingfor

it,butit'sworthit.

I'mleaving,whethershelikesitornot.



Ifitmeansrunningaway,thenbeit.

It'sSaturdayAfternoonandI'vedoneallmychoirs

eventhecooking.

Allthat'sleftistofetchthecowslater.

Thesunisoutbakingtoday.

I'mchillingunderthetreeintheyard,studying.

IseeThulileandThandilewalkingtowardsme

Thulile:"aichangiyakuvuma,isikhathisokumosha

unaso,ufundaongathikukhonalauzoyakhona

empilweni"

(Isaluteyou,youhavetimetowaste,youstudylike

youactuallygoingsomewhereinlife)

Me:"celaungiyekeThulile,bekananezakho

izibcwadiungishiyephansi"

(PleaseleavemealoneThulile,focusonyourown

schoolworkandleavemealone)

Thandile:"kodwauThulileuqinisile,uzimoshela

isikhathi,ucabangaukuthiumamauzokuvumela

ukuthiuhamveuyofundelaukubaudokotela?"



(ButThulileisright,youarewastingyourtime,do

youthinkmomwillallowyoutostudytobea

doctor?)

Me:"anginandaba,imfundoyamithembalam

lokugcina"

(Idon'tcare,myeducationismylasthope)

Thulileshakesherheaddisgustedbymywords

Thulile:"khululekasisi,iNkosiifunaintokazi

azoyishada,ubabawayesaziwangokubanezingane

ezifundile,futhiindunayayemkhonzileubaba,

uzofikaazokhethalayikhaya,phakathikwamno

Thandile,ngyaziukuthiuzikhethamina,

Masengiyinkosazaneyalaesogodini,hlampe

ngizokuphaumsebenzi,unakekeleizinganezam,

ubeyisisebenzisam"

(Don'tworrysis,thechiefislookingforayoung

maidentomarry,Dadwasknowntohaveeducated

girlsandhewasclosewiththeheadmanofthe

village,hewillcometochoosebetweenThandile

andI,Iknowhe'llchooseme.ThenwhenI'mthe

Queen,I'llhireyoutobemyservantandyou'lltake



careofmykids)

Idon'tknowhowImanagednottopukebythelevel

ofdisrespectshejustthrewonme,notjustonme

butherselfaswell.

Me:"youwannamarrythatoldman?SiesThulile,

havealittlerespectforyourself"

Thulile:"nobaungathisies,okusalayoI'mgoingto

beQueen,akekhomdalangaleyondlela,uthirty

umncanekabi"

(Youcansaysiesallyouwant,attheendoftheday

I'llbeQueen,he'snoteventhatold,thirtyisyoung)

ButthenwhatdoIexpectfromsomeonewho's

repeatinggradetenforthefourthtimenow,I'm

surprisedshehasn'tdroppedoutlikeThandile,who

droppedoutatgradetwelve,shewassoclose,but

shefellpregnant,herchildisfiveyearsoldand

she'sonly24,sheleftherchildtogolivewiththe

fathersincetheyarewelloffandshedidn'twantthe

responsibility,butshedoesgotovisithimand

providefromadistance.Eventhoughtheybrokeup

withthebabydaddy,hestillallowshertohavea



relationshipwiththechild.SheworksatKFCin

town.

Me(sighs):"okay,Thulile,uzothiningesikolo?"

(Whatareyougoingtodoaboutschool?)

Thulile:"ngiyasiyeka,ngikhatheleiskolomina,Ihave

debrighterfuturethanthat,singimoshelaisikhathi"

(I'mdroppingout,I'mtiredofschool,it'sawasteof

mytime)

Wait,didn'tshejustsaythechiefwantseducated

girls?

Me:"mmhhngiyezwa"

(Ihearyou)

Thulile:"wenanalamatrophywakho,nizorustela

khonala"

(Youandallyourtrophieswillrusthere)

Thandile:"aiThulile,sekwanelemanje,myekeenze

akufunayo,asambesiyedrobeni"

(Thulilethat'senoughnow,letherdoasshe

pleases,let'sgototown)



Thulilesplasheshercupofwateronmyfaceand

booksbeforeleavingme,inallshocktryingto

registerwhatjusthappened.

Itrytoquicklydrymybooksbeforetheinkgets

smudged.

TearsstreamdownasIrealizesomewordingsare

notclear

Me:"Thulile,youwhore"

I'mwritingonMondayandmybookisdamaged.

Howcouldshedothistome?

WhathaveIeverdonetoherforhertohatemeso

much?

.

.

.

********

"Peoplekeeptellingmethatlifegoeson,butto

me....that'sthesaddestpart"(unknown)



.

.

.

.

Pleaselike,share,mentionandcomment.

I'llseey'alltomorrowmorning
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Hereleasesandstaysburiedinmeforawhile.

Hegetsupandremovesthecondomfromhishuge

cock.

Ican'thelpbutstare.

"WeshouldstopdoingthisLulu,youmarriednow"

Me:"ohcomeonLowell,Ineedthis,Noahistaking

thingswaytooslow,allhedoesisturnmeonthen

leavemehanging"

Lowell:"he'sprobablytakingthingsslowbecausehe

lovesyou"

Me:"Iunderstandthat,butIneedsomeonetogetrid

ofmysexualhungerbeforeIlosemymindandgo

allcrazyonhim"

Igetupandgocleanmyselfinthebathroom

Iputonmyclothes.

Ifindhimsittingontheedgeofthebedsniffing

somebrownsugar.

Isitnexttohimandpeckhischeek,helooksupand



enjoystherush

Me:"myturn"

Hefixesitusinghisbankcardthenhandsittome

IpressonenostrildownasIsniffwiththeother.

IbreathitallinasItiltmyheadupfeelingtherush

throughmybody

Me:"that'ssomegoodshitrightthere"

Lowell:"youareonecrazychickItellyou"

Hepullsmebymyneckandsmasheshislipson

mine,wemakeoutforawhile.

Hisphonedisturbsus,hepullsoutandanswersit

Lowell:"heybro"

Lowell:"okayI'llberightthere"

Heputsthephoneinhispocketthenputsinhis

shirtandjacket

Lowell:"Ihavetogo"

Me:"whyy,wewerestillhavingfun"

Lowell:"Iknow,I'llseeyounexttimeyouneedsome



dick"

Me:"butIneedyoualready"

Lowell:"goseduceyourhusband,he'llfuckyouif

youtakecontrol"

Ihuffandrollmyeyes

Hekissesmeoncemoreandheadsout

ItakemyphoneandcallDad

Me:"heydaddy"

"Heyprincess,howcanIhelpyou"

Me:"Ididn'tgettimetoStudyformylastmatric

paperthisweekend,becauseofthegalathatIwent

to,I'mafraidifIfail,Witsmightnotacceptme"

"Don'tworryaboutit,justgowriteit,youwillpass,

I'llmakesureofit"

Me:"thanksDaddy,youthebest,Iloveyou"

"Iloveyoutooprincess"

Idropandmakeanothercall

Me:"yes,Blair,I'mavailableforthatpartyatthe



Silverstarclub"

.

.

.

.

.

NOAH

.

.

.

I'mintheofficewithmyDad,discussingbusiness

andhimlecturingmeabouttakingmymarriage

seriously.

Dad:"areyouevenlisteningtome?"

Me:"yes,Ihearyou"

Dad:"rememberweneedtoyoutwoneedtomake

thenextgenerationheirthatwillhaveboththe

Nhlabathi'sandtheMthembublood"



Me:"IknowDadbutit'sstilltoosoontobemaking

babies"

Dad:"thesoonerthebetter"

Me:"youalreadyforcedmeintothismarriagecanI

atleastwaittillshe'sfinishedwithherstudies"

Hesighs

Dad:"fine,butwedon'thavemuchtime,weneedto

havesomethingagainstthem,wedon'tneed

anythingmessinguptheEmpireI'veworkedso

hardtobuild"

Me:"we've"

Icorrect

Hegetsup

Dad:"Don'tmessupwiththisgirltoo,likehowyou

messedupwiththefirstone,orelse...(chuckles)

youknowwhatI'mcapableof"

Heleavesmyofficewithoutmygazeleavinghim.

Afewminuteslatermybrotherwalksin

Him:"wassupbro"



Asmilecreepsonmyfaceashemakeshiswayto

mydesk

Me:"eyiman,it'sallgood,wassupwithyou?"

Him:"I'mawesomemybru"

Hesayschuckling

Me:"youhighasfuck"

Helaughs

Him:"IguessIhadalittletoofun"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"yougettingaddicted?"

Him:"pshh,addicted?Me?Nooo,it'sjustforfun,you

knowme"

Me:"Iregretmakingyoutry,lookslikeyouenjoying

themtoomuch"

Him:"don'tworryaboutmebro,Icanhandlemyself"

Ilookathimforawhile

Him:"whydidyoucallmehere?"

Me:"wehavetogofetchthestock"



Aknockcomesthroughthedoor

Me:"comein"

Anursewalksin

Her:"DrNhlabathi,there'sapatientwhoneedsbrain

surgery,assoonaspossible"

Me:"okay,I'lltalktotheheadoftheneurosurgeon

department,tellthepatienttomakeanother

appointmentfortomorrow"

Shenodsandagreesbeforemakingherwayout

Him:"sowefetchingittonight?"

Me:"No,thisFriday,that'sinfourdays,thisis

preciouscargo,soIdon'tneedyoutobelate,at

exactlyeighto'clockwemeetattheclub,I'mtelling

youwhileit'sstillearlysoyouprepared"

Him:"surething"

Me:"I'mseriousman,Idon'tneedyoumessingup"

Him:"Iwon'tbro"

Ismileathim



Me:"getupandgiveyourbigbrotherahug,Ihaven't

seenyouinawhile"

Hecovershisfacebrushingit

Him:"thereyougowithyourgayshit"

Hegetsupandweshareabriefhug

Me:"callitwhatever,orwouldyouprefermesayingI

loveyou?"

Heshakeshisheadwithhiseyeswidened

Him:"nonono,hugsaregoodwithme"

Ilaugh

Me:"getupouttahere!"

Helaughsgettingupandleaving

.

.

.

.

AMAHLE



.

.

.

Thulile:"wowmamangiyayithandakele"

(Ilovethisone)

Thandile:"leskibhasiyangifanelayaz"

(Thisshirtlooksgoodonme)

Sheturnstolookatme

Thulile:"Amahle,ucabanganingalengubo?"

(Whatdoyouthinkaboutthisdress?)

Me:"iiinhle,iiyakufanela"

(It'sit'sit'sbeautiful,youlookgoodinit)

Theycontinuefittingtheirnewclothesandallthe

nicethingsmomboughtforthemattheshops.

OfcauseIdidn'tgetanything,Iwasn'texpectingto

anyway.

Theydidn'teatthefoodIcooked,theyalreadyate

andboughttakeawaysforsupper.AtleasttodayI



won'tgettoeatleftovers,I'lleatthefoodIcooked.

Weallchillinginthesmalllounge.

Mom:"ayikesenizombulelausisiwenuomncane

impahlazenuezindala"

(Y'allcangivesomeofyouroldclothestoyourlittle

sistertohave)

Me(forcingasmile):"ngiyabongamama"

Idon'tliketheirstylebutthenIdon'thaveachoice,

atleasttheydon'thavetornclothes.

Theylooksohappy,laughingandadmiringtheir

newstuff.Ifeelmyheartache.

It'slikeI'mnotevenhere.

*****

It'sMondaymorningandIdidn'tsleeplastnight,I

preparedeverythingthat'llneedmetodointhe

morninglastnight,sothatI'llhaveextratimeto

preparemyselfanddosomerevisions.

Igettotheexamroom,thestudentsarebeing



chaoticandnoisy,everyoneisexcitedthatthisis

ourlastpaper.

I'malsoecstaticaboutit,Imean,todayisthedayI

findoutwhetherI'mgoingtovarsityornot,whenI

gocheckatthelibrarycomputerifIwasaccepted

intheuniversitiesIappliedin.

I'mprettypositivethatI'vebeenaccepted.

"Okaypeople,settledown,I'llbehandingyouyour

papers.

It'sathreehourtest.Ifyoufinishaftertwohours

youcangohome.Nooneisallowedtogetout

beforetwohours.Noextratimewillbegiventoyou

souseyourtimewisely.Okay.Goodluck"

Shegoesaroundhandingthepapersout,Isaya

silentprayerbeforewritingmypaper.

I'mliterallyrunninghome,I'msoexcitedI'vebeen

acceptedinalltheuniversities.

I'mlookingforwardtogoingtouniversityofCape

Town,I'vegoogledcapetownandIfellinlovewith



it,I'dlikealifethere.

Thefactthatthispaperwassuppereasymademe

moreconfident,thatinmyfinalresults,Iwillkeep

myrecordofbeinga90%plusstudentinallmy

subjects.

I'msurewhenIshowmomthesepapersthatI've

beenacceptedinalluniversitiesinincludingthe

bursariesIappliedfor,shewilldefinitelychangeher

mindaboutmegoingtouniversity,shewon'thave

tospendacentonmyeducationandwhenI

becomeadoctorIcanturnourwholelivesaround,I

canbuildherabetterhouseorbuyoneinthe

suburbsinDurban.Shehastoallowme,shehasto

beproud,thiswillbelikealotteryforusandIcan

helpherwiththingsinthehousewithmybursary

money.

OhGod,thankyouforlisteningtomyprayers.You

areworthytobepraisedindeed!

Igetintheyardexcitedly

Me:"Thandile!!Thulile!!Nginezindabaezimnadi!!"



(Ihavegoodnews!!)

Igetinthelounge

Me:"Thandile!"

IlowermyvoiceasInoticethedeathstarefrommy

mom,Ilookaroundandtherearetwomensitting

oppositeher,withThandileandThulilenexttomom.

Mama:"eeeyylenganenkosiyam,Amahle!

Awuhambeuyohlalaekamelwenilakho,sibizilana!"

(Goshthischild!Amahlegotoyourroomweare

busyhere!)

Irunout,butIstayclosetolistenonwhat'sgoing

on

.

.

.

.

.

THULILE



.

.

.

Man1:"sifunaintokazieyisalitshitshi"

(Wewantagirlwho'sstillavirgin)

ThandileandIlookateachother,myeyesmeet

mom's.

ShethinksI'mstillavirgin

Mama:"wellThulileisyourgirl,she'sstillinnocent"

Man2:"oh,kwakuhlemelokho,ngabeusoqedile

ngesikolo?"

(Ohthat'sgood,areyoudonewithschool?)

Man1:"sifunaintokaziefundile,nobaangaba

noMatikilitshenikuphela"

(Wewantaneducatedlady,evenifsheonlyhas

Matric)

Mama:"ayi,ukuthinjeakakaqediiskolo,kodwayena

usafunda"



(She'snotdonewithschoolyet,she'sstillstudying)

Thetwomenlookateachothershakingtheirheads

Man1:"ngabeawunayoenyeintokazi,kuphela

kwabolaba?"

(Youdon'thaveanyothergirls,aretheytheonly

ones?)

Momfidgets

Mom:"Chaiphelakwabolaba"

(No,it'sonlythem)

Thetwomenlookateachotheroncemorenodding

Man1:"owabanikantiusisiubengenala?"

(Who'schildistheonewhojustcameinafew

minutesago?)

Mom:"ayilowo,ngeke,umagcinawam,akazilutho

ngokubaumfaz,usathithizanje"

(Ohthat'smylastbornchild,sheknowsnothing

aboutbeingawife,she'sveryslow)

Man2:"celanimbizeleeduze"



(Pleasecallherhere)

Momgetsupandheadsoutside.

ShecomesbackinwithAmahle.

Man1(smiles):"aahhnguyelo"

(She'stheone)

Mom:"kodwa...

(But...)

Man2:"ntokazi,ungabeuwenauAmahleokhalisa

omamabasesigodiningendlelaoziphethekahle

ngayo,uhambaNomhlangafuthiuphasakahle

esikoleni?"

(Younglady,areyoutheAmahlethatisdrivingall

thevillageladiesandmotherscrazyabouttheway

youcarryyourselfinReedceremonies,andyou

alsogettinggoodgradesinschool?)

Shenodsshyly

Mom:"khulumamakukhulunywanawe,uyeke

ukunikinaikhanda"

(Talkbackwhenyouarebeingaddressedandstop



usingyourhead)

Amahle:"yyebobaba"

Man1:"ayike,sikhethayenaimpela,sihambanaye,

celanimlungisele"

Wealllookateachotherinshock

No!Itcan'tbe!I'msupposedtobeQueennother!

Amahle(crying):"Nonomahplease...don'tletthem

takeme,please,nyacelamah,...bukabuka..."

(Looklook)

Shetakesoutpapersfromunderherschooljersey

Amahle:"bababangiacceptilekwamavarsity,

ngizoyofundelaukubaudokotela,pleasemama,

kukhonanebursaryizokhokhelayonke

into...ngycelamah,ngizokwakhelaumuziwakho

omkhulueThekwini,sizophilaimpiloemnandi...ce

cecelaungangithengisikwinkosi...pleeaaasee!!"

(I'veI'veI'vebeenacceptedinUniversity,I'llgo

studytobeadoctor,Ievenhaveabursaryto

accommodatemeforeverything,pleasemom,I'll

buyyouyourownhouseinDurban,we'llalllivea



happylife...Jujujustdon'tsellmetotheking!)

Momjustlooksather

Mom:"Ihopeyouhappy,you'vedestroyedyour

sistersdreams,you'vecrushedherheart,youare

selfishAmahle"

Shelooksatthetwomen

Mom:"nigamthatha"

(Youcantakeher)

Shegetsupandleaves

Me:"No!Ngyacelabandlathathanimina"

(Nopleasetakemeinstead)

Man2:"Amahle,hambauyopakaimithwaloyakho,

sizohambanawe,khululekasisi,uzophathekakahle

lauyakhona"

(Gopackyourbags,weareleavingwithyou,don't

worry,you'llbetreatedwellwherewetakingyou)

Shecontinuestocryhysterically.

Ungratefulbitch,sheshouldbehappy.



I'llneverforgiveherforthis.

.

.

*******

"Iknoweveryfamilyhasitsproblems,butIadmire

thosethatsticktogether"(unknown)

.

.

.

.

PleaseIbegohh,Like,Share,inviteyourfriends

beforewegettoofarandcomment

IfIseeagoodamountof"mentions"I'llpostagain

later
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Ican'tbelievemomissendingmeaway,justlike

that.

IknewshehatedmebutIdidn'tthink...ohwhatthe

hellshealmostkilledmenotsolongago,whydo

heractsstillshockme.

Mydreamsarebeingthrowndownthedrainjust

likethat?

JustwhenIwassoclosetomybreakthrough.

Lifeaftermatricwastheonlythingkeepingme

fromkillingmyself,thefreedomIknewwaswaiting



formeontheothersideoftheworld.

Allgone,myhardwork,allgone.

Ilookbackathomeasthevandrivesfurthererand

furtheraway.

Ican'tstopthetearsfromfalling,asIwatchmy

familylookingatmego.

Iwishmomcouldrunafterthevanandtellthem

shechangedhermind.

Thatshedoesn'tneedtheirmoney.

Thatallsheneedsisherchild.

Surelyshefeelsatinybitofsadness,surelyshe

does.

.

.

.

.

.



LULAMA

.

.

.

Iwalkintotheclubwithmyfriends,Thisisthebest

clubinJohannesburgbamdapparentlyoneofthe

biggest.

Itishugethough,Ilookupandit'smorethantwo

storieshigh.

We'veonlydiscoveredittodaythough.

WellBlairdiscoveredittoday.

It'spoppingandbuzzingwithlife.

Me:"yeeaahthat'swhatI'mtalkingabout,thisclub

bringsthevibesnomatterwhatdayitis"

Blair:"it'stheish!Let'sgetdrunkanddirty!"

Wescream

Precious:"uhmguys,Ineedtousetherestroom"



Shewalksaway

Me:"Argh!Whydidyouinviteher?"

Blair:"she'sanicegirl,Ikindalikeher,she'scute"

Me:"shedoesn'tlooklikeshe'sintothetypeoffun

wehave"

Blair:"I'mtestingwaterswithher,Ifshepulls

throughtonight,I'msureReidwillappreciateacutie

likeher"

Me:"youwannaintroducehertoRied?Ohno,she

doesnotlooklikethattypeofgirl"

Blair:"Iknowright,that'swhyit'dbecoolifshepulls

throughtonight"

Ishakemyheadasweordersomedrinksatthebar.

Blair,ordersadrinkforherandspikesit.

Me:"uuhhchild!Youarenogood"

Webothburstintolaughter

Precious:"I'mback"

Shesaysawkwardlyandsitsnexttous



Blair:"thereyougo"

Shegivesherthedrink,shelooksatitforawhile

Me:"what?Don'ttellmeyoudon'tdrink?"

Precious:"Ido,it'sjust,it'smyfirsttimeataclub,I

don'twannagettoodrunk"

IlookatBlairandrollmyeyes

Blair:"oh,don'tworrygirl,wegotyou,wehavea

personaldriverwho'swaitingforusoutsidetotake

ushomewhenwe'vehadenough,soyou'llbefine,

justrelaxandenjoy!Wegoingtobevarsitygirls

soon!!"

Me:"I'lldrinktothat"

Weclickourglassestogether

Wewatchherasshegulpsitalldown,Blairsmirks

atme.

Afterawhileweallonthedancefloorandprecious

isprettydrunk

Blair:"aipresh!Let'sgochillforabit"

Wegrabherfromeacharmandheadtotheother



discretevvipsectionwheretherewasafewmen

sittingandhavingaseriousconversation.

Theystopastheyseeuswalkin

"Ladies?CanIhelpy'all?"

Blair:"morelike,canwehelpyou"

Reid:"ohifitisn'tmytwofavoritepeople"

Blair:"Reid"

Wegositnexttohim

Presh:"heyboys"

Theylookatherwithsmirks

Blair:"Canwetalktoyou...alone"

Reideyethemenandtheygetupandleave

Reid:whatdowehavehere?"

Blair:"freshmeet,wewannaintroducehertoour

world"

Reid:"doessheknowwhat'sgoingon?"

Presh:"Iknowwhat'sgoingon!Youwantustostrip

foryou"



Shesaysgettingupandtryingtodancesexybut

shestumbles

Ipullherbacktothecouch

Reid:"she'sabittoodrunk,doyouthinkshecan

handlethis?"

Blair:"she'llhandleit,she'llbehookedandkeep

comingbackformore"

Reid:"well,Ihopeshe'snotoneoftherichfriends

who'llquitanytimetheyfeellike"

Blair:"nah,she'sdesperateformoney,andshe

needstogotouniversity,shehasnoparentsor

bursarytopay"

Hesmiles

Reid:"thisisgoodthen,she'lldefinitelyenjoyher

newlife"

Helooksatherandbrushesherhair

Reid:"she'sbeautifultoo,myclientswillbehappy"

HelooksatBlair

Reid:"isshestilla...?"



Blairnods

Blair:"pureasanewbornbaby"

Hecan'thidetheexcitementonhisface

Hetakesthebigsportsbagnexttohimandgivesit

toBlair

Reid:"nicedoingbusinesswithyouladies,keepit

up"

Shegetsupwithpreciousandtheyleave

Preciousistoodrunktorealizewhat'sgoingon

.

.

.

.

Afewdayslater

Lowell

.

.



.

IgettotheclubaminutebeforeeightatleastI'm

notlate.

Iparkoutsidetheentrance,surprisinglytheniggar

isnothereyet.

Ileanagainstmycarandsmokemycigarette

Icheckthetimeandthisniggaristenminuteslate.

Itakemyphoneandcallhim

"Bro"

Me:"whereareyouman,I'mwaiting?"

"Ohhshit!IthoughtIinformedyou,you'llhavetogo

alonebro,somethingcameup"

Me:"thefuckman?Andyouwereworriedaboutme

messingup?"

"Sorrybro,butit'snotlikeyouneedme,those

fuckersknowbetterthantotrydoublecrossus"

Me:"what'skeepingyoufromcoming?"

"Hadtosortoutsomebusiness,letmeknowhow



everythinggoes"

Me:"okaycool"

Ihangup

IdrivetotheORthambointernationalairport

.

.

.

.

AMAHLE

.

.

.

"IloveyouIndy,butIdon'twanttohurtyou"

Me:"IIdon'tcarewhogetshurt,please,don'tbbbe

afraidoflovingme"

"Youdeservesomuchbetterthanme,I'mnotthe

personyouthinkIam"



Me:"No,Ideserveyou"

"I'mleaving,you'llneverseemeagain"

Hewalksaway

Igrabhisarmbeforehecouldpastme

Me:"don'tgo"

Hedisappears

****

Iwakeupwithmyheartpantingagainstmychestin

pain

Notthisdreamagain!

Thisdreamisstartingtoannoyme.

Ihateit.AndwhoeverI'mdreamingabout,Ihate

himforhurtingmelikethat.

Iwishthatdreamnevercomestrue

Causeifitdoes,thenI'llknowforsurethatI'm

cursed.

Whycan'tIseehisfacethough?

Buthisvoice,hisvoiceaffectsmyheartinmany



ways.Canthisnightmareendalready.

***

It'sbeenfourdaysandthreenightslockedupin

thisroom.

It'sdefinitelynottheKing'splace,thevanwent

pickingupgirlsfromdifferentvillages.

Theythenblindfoldedusandputusinanothercar.

Thekingsoldus!TothinkofthewayIlikedhim,

everytimewewenttodotheReeddancesand

ceremoniesathispalace,buthewasjustsearching

forhisnextvictim!

IwantedtoscreamformylifebutIknewnoone

wasgoingtosaveme.

It'sabigroomandthere'salotofusinhere.

Iwasshaking,they'vebeeninjectingusandgetting

ushigh.

I'malreadyhookedonthedrugandIfindmyself

wantingmore.

I'mahardprayingpersonandIalwayshavefaithin



GodnomatterwhatI'mgoingthrough,butthistime.

Itwashardtopray.

Ifeltlikemylifehascometoadeadend.

WithmyfamilyIknewthatGodwouldsavemeby

sendingmetovarsity,I'dbeawayfromthemand

freewhilechasingmydreams.

Therewashope,therewaslightontheotherside.

Butnow?Idon'tseehowGodwillgetmeoutofthis.

Ihaveisolatedmyselffromtherestofthegirlsas

I'malwayssittingatthefarcorneroftheroom.

"Hey"

Asoftvoicewhispersnexttome.

Ilookbesideme

Me:"hhey"

Her:"mynameisprecious"

Me:"nnnicetomeetyou"

Her:"butyoucancallmePresh"

Igiveherafaintpolitesmile



(Silence)

Presh:"what'syourname?"

Me:"AAmahle"

Presh:"itsuitsyou,youarebeautiful"

Ilookather,sheisthebeautifulone.

Me:"thankyou"

Presh:"youtoobeautifultobeinhere,I'msorrythis

happenedtoyou"

Me:"thththeyalsostoleyoufromyyyourvillage?"

Sheshakesherhead

Presh:"Iwasthecarelessone,Idecidedtohavea

funnightoutwithfriendsjustforonceinmylife,

onlytogetsodrunkthatIpassedoutandwokeup

here"

Me:....

Presh:"Iblamemyselfformystupidity,Ialways

mangedtostayoutoftroublemywholelife,was

alwaysanintrovertlockedindoorsfocusingon

booksandTVseriesandmovies...Iwasawareof



thedangersofgoingtopartiesandclubs,butI

thought,justonenightwouldn'thurt,I'lljust

experiencehowit'slikethenneverdoitagain...

Me:"andallyyouwantedwasffun"

Presh:"andalotofmoneywaspromised,she,the

girlwhoconvincedmetogo,shesaidshe'llpayfor

mystudiesandeventakecareofmysituationat

home.IguessIwaskindadesperateaswell,

bursarieswererejectingme"

Me:"why?Youssseemlikeasmartgirl"

Presh:"documentsthatIcouldn'tgetholdof

becauseofmymom"

Isigh,Idon'tevenwanthertogodeepaboutit

Ican'thandlesomeoneelse'spainwhilstIcan't

evendealwithmyown.

Me:"youryourppparentsmustbeworriedsick

aboutyou"

Presh:"mygrandmotherismyparent,andIknow

she'sworriedtodeath,Ijusthopeshesurvivesthis,

shealreadyhasaweakheart"



Isighandstarebackattheblankwall

Me:"atleastsomeoneisworriedaboutyou,ififyou

somehoweverfindyourwayoutofhere,youhavea

hometogobackto"

(Silence)

Presh:"don'tyouhaveahome?"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"IIdon'tknow,Idon'tthinkso"

Presh:"ifweevermakeitoutsomehow,Iwouldn't

mindhavingasister,andmygrandmawillwelcome

youwithopenarms"

Ilookather,shehasabeautifulsmileplastered

acrossherface.

Howcanshepossiblybesokindtosomeonelike

me?

Me:"youyouyoudon'tevenknowme"

Presh:"lookatthisplace,there'snowayoutofhere,

we'llgettoknoweachother"

Me:"youwannabbemyfriend?"



Presh:"whatdoyoumeanwannabe?I'malready

yourfriend,fromnowon,Igotyourback"

Asmilethreatensmyface

Presh:"doyougotmine?"

Inodcontinuously

Me:"yeah,IIgotyourback"

Presh:"youalwaysstutter?"

Inodshylylookingaway

Me:"momostofthetime"

Sheholdsmychinandturnsmyfacetolookather

Presh:"hey,don'tbeembarrassed,Ithinkit'scute"

Ismile,shenudgesmeasshegiggles,Inudgeher

back,shedoesitagainpushingmeharderIpush

herbackcausinghertoalmostfall.

Weenduplaughing

ForamomentthereIforgotIwascaved.

.

.



.

.

********

"It'salmostasifyou'retravelingdownnothing,buta

long,cold,emptyroadtonothing"(unknown)

****Tobecontinued****

.

.

.

Pleaselike,shareandcomment
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Iparkmycarbythedrivewayofthegarage.

Iheadtothehouseandringthedoorbell

ItopensandI'mmetbyoneofthehelpers.

Her:"hi,welcome,mayIhelpyouwithyourbags?"

Me:"yestheyinthecar"

Igivehermycarkeysandmakemywayin.

Me:"daddy!Mommy!Yourprincessishome"

Ishoutlookingaround

"Towhatdoweowethisawfulsurprise?"

Hemakeshiswaytotheloungecomingfromthe

passagethat'sdownstairs.

Me:"it'sunpleasantseeingyoutoo"



Herolledhiseyesandthrewhimselfonthecouch

SometimesIforgetIhaveabrother.

I'msousedtobeingtheonlygirlandgetting

whateverIwant.

Me:"youstillhaven'tmovedout?Aren'tyou

embarrasse?"

Him:"whyshouldIbe?IhaveeverythingIneedright

here"

Me:"yousuckingoffmomanddad,siesNkosinathi,

yousoold,whenwillyougrowup"

Nkosi:"musaukunginyelawenasphukuphuku"

(Stopshittingonmeyouidiot)

Me:"whoyoucallingisphukuphuku,youarethe

sphukuphukuwhois27andstillstayingwith

parents"

Nkosi:"phelathinabanyeazangesixoshelwe

emiziniyabanyeabantu,abamiabazali

bayangithandafuthiasozebangiphoqeukuthi

ngenzeintoengingayifuni,nomangishadeumuntu

forthebenefitofthefamily,angiyonaisacrificefor



ubugwili"

(Someofuswerenotforcedtomovetoother

people'shomes,myparentslovemeenoughtonot

forcemetodosomethingIdon'tlikeortomarry

someoneforthebenefitofthefamily,I'mnota

sacrificeforaluxuriouslife)

Nkosi:"soforgivemeifI'mstillenjoyinghomeand

myfamily"

Hiswordsmovesomethinginsidemychest

"Whatisthecommotionabout?"

Ilooktothestepsanddadismakinghisway

downstairswithmombehindhim

Me:"daddy!"

Iruntohimandattackhimwithahug

Heholdsonmetight

Dad:"myprincess"

Me:"daddy,Nkosiisbeingmeantome"

Heletsgoofme



Dad:"Nkosi!Umenzeniusisiwakho?"

(Nkosi!Whatdidyoudotoyoursister?)

Heasksashemakeshiswaytohim

Ilookatmom

Me:"mom"

Mom:"Lulama"

Me:"Imissedyou"

Iopenmyarmstohugherbutitendsquicklyas

shepushesmeaway,asIwasgettingcomfortable

inherarms.

Mom:"how'smarriedlife?"

Me:"Idon'twannatalkaboutit"

Iheadtotheloungewheredadwaschillingwith

Nkosifocusedonthesoccermatchonthescreen

Me:"wowdad,Ithoughtyouwerecomingto

disciplinehimforbeingrudetome?"

Hetakestheremoteandswitchesitoff

Nkosi:"NoooBaba!Iwaswatching,pleasethey



wereabouttoscore"

Dad:"that'sforbeingmeantoyourlittlesister"

Hehuffsinfrustration

Ismilesatisfiedbyhisanger.Helovessoccerto

deathandIcantellthathewaswatchingan

importantmatchasheevenmadepopcornforit.

Me:"that'llteachyounottotalktomeanyhow"

Hegivesmeacoldlook,Irollmyeyessticking

tongueathim

Dad:"sobaby,tellme,howismarriedlife?"

Me:"oh,it'sokayDad,everythingisgoingsmoothly"

Hesmiles,Ilookatmomwhoiswearingasadlook.

Shealwayshasthatface.

It'sirritating.

Shewasagainstmegettingmarried,alwaysfought

withdadaboutitbutoncedadhasmadehismind

up.

Itwasmadeup.



Butthenagain,momisagainsteverythingthathas

todowithme,sometimesIthinkshehatesme.

Dad:"yourhusbandistreatingyouwell?"

Me:"yesdad,he'sbeengoodtome,Ican'tcomplain,

theonlythingirritatingishisalwaysworkingand

traveling"

Dad:"yeah,heisabusinessmanandadoctor,so

youcan'tblamehim"

Me:"Iguessso,it'stheonlywayhecanmanageto

showermewithexpensivediamondslikethese"

Isayflashingmyhugediamondring

Dad:"beautifulringforabeautifulwoman"

Nkosi:"hashetoldyouhelovesyoueversinceafter

thewedding?Asinlookedyouintheeyesandsay,

Lulama,Iloveyou?"

Dad:"Nkosi!"

Me:"FYIhehas,hetellsmeeveryday"

Herollshiseyes

Nkosi:"yeahright"



Dad:"Nkosi,I'mwarningyou"

Heclickshistongueanddisappearstothepassage.

Me:"argh,what'shisproblem"

Dad:"don'tmindhimsweety,he'sprobablyjust

jealousthathe'snotyourightnow"

Ilaugh

Me:"poorhim,heneedstogetlaidandgetalife"

Mom:"don'ttalklikethataboutyourbrother"

Shecommands.

Ilookatherindisbelief

Me:"ohsoit'sokaywhenhetalkstomeanyhow?

Whydon'tyoueverprotectme?"

Mom:"Ishouldgo"

Shesaysgettingup,hekissesmyfather'sforehead

andwalksaway

Ifoldmyarmsandsitback

Dad:"cometodaddy"

Iwalkuptohimandsitnexttohim



Heputshisarmsovermemakingmelayonhis

shoulder

Dad:"tellmemoreaboutyourlifeasawife,what

elseishubbydoingforyou?"

Ismile

Me:"well,hepromisedtotakemetoParis,oncehe

getsbackfromhisbusinesstrip"

.

.

.

.

.

NOAH

.

.

.

Me:"babe,Ineedtogo"

"Nobaby,please,don'tgo,justholdme"



Icuddleherfrombehindwhilemyotherhandplays

withherhair

I'matmyPenthouseinMargateinKZN

Me:"babe,areyouokay,youseemabitcold

today...andyouevenmademecancelabusiness

tripIwassupposedtodowithmybrother"

Sheturnstolookatme

Her:"I'msorrysweetheart,I'm justsoheartbroken"

Me:"whymylove?"

Her:"youaremarriedtosomeoneelse,howdoyou

expectmenottobe?"

Isigh,IpullherlegtogetontopofmineasIslide

minebetweenhers

Me:"butIthoughtyoudidn'thaveaproblemwithit?"

Her:"Idon't,I'mscaredthatyoumightfallinlove

withher"

Me:"Never!I'llneverfallforher,oranyoneelsefor

thatmatter,myheartbelongstoyoubaby,youmy

wife,Imarriedyoubeforeher"



Shesmiles,hersmilebringsasmiletomyface.

Her:"foreverandever?"

Me:"tilldeathdouspartmylove"

Her:"goodcauseIdon'tknowwhatI'ddoifyouwere

tolovesomeoneelse"

Sheleansherheadagainstmineandcomesinfora

kiss

Weshareadeeppassionatekissasshehopson

topofme,takingherdominance.

Shecirculatesherwaistonme.

Me:"youknowIhatethisposition,I'mthedominant

onehere"

Iflipsherandgetontopofher

Her:"tiemeupdaddy,makemeyourslave,Isubmit

myselftoyoumyking"

Mydickgrowsharderundermyboxers

Mymanupandreadyforaction.

Me:"letmegograbtheequipment"



Igofetchallthetoyswe'llneed

"I'mreadytoplaydaddy!"

.

.

.

.

.
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.

.

.

.

*DooDooDoo!!*

Aloudbangcomesfromthedoor,weallsitupin

fear.

Ihopetheycomingtogiveusourfix.

Ineedit,I'mshakinglikecrazyandmywholebody



isitchy.

"Ladies!!"

Hisvoiceechoesthroughouttheroom

Iblockmyears,myheadispainful.

It'slikeallmysensesarehightened.

Man:"guesswhat,today,fewofy'allwillbeluckyto

getoutofhere"

Everyonechantsinexcitement

Ijustneedaninjectionrightnow,Ireallydon'tcare

aboutanythingelse.

Me:"Canwegetourfix?"

Theroomfallssilent,Preshnudgesmeandsignals

metokeepquiet

Theguyisgivingmethedeadliestlookever

Man:"whatdidyousay?"

Me:"Isaid....

Shenudgesmeagain

Ilookatherirritated



Me:"what!?"

Presh:"please,shhh,please"

Man:"nono,don'tshushher,repeatthatyounglady"

Hislookterrifiesme

Me:"IIII......

Man:"III'msorryIdidn'tgetthat?"

Me:"IIjustwantedtonnknowifwe'llbegetting,aa

ourfix"

Man(laughsoutloud):"ohhhyouwantsomeofthe

goodstuff...wellwhydidn'tyoujustsayso"

Hesignalssomeoneandamancomesonpushing

atablefullofinjections

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Whatevertheyputinthatinjectionfeelsreallygood

inmybody,itmakesmefeelsohappy,Iforgetall

aboutmydepressinglife.Idon'tevenfeelhungry.

Canyoubelievewehaven'teatensincewegothere.

OnlywhenthedrugwearsoffIfeelthehuger,but

theykeepfeedingustheinjection.



Theyinjectus.

Man:"youwillallgofreshenup.Iboughtyousome

freshnewclothesandcolognes.Amakeupartist

willcomeanddoyouguysyourmakeup.

Tryyourbesttolookthemostbeautiful,causeonly

afewofy'allaregoingtobelucky"

Hesmilesatus

Man:"I'llcomebacktofetchy'allinafewhours"

Heleaves.

Abunchofclothesarepushedinsidetheroomand

abigtablewithahugelongmirrorispushedinside,

ithasallkindsofwhatI'mguessingismakeuponit.

Thegirlsareexcitedtogofreshenup.

Whatdotheymeanonlyafewofuswillbefree?

Freetowhere?

Aretheysendingusbackhome?

Whydoweneedtolookbeautiful?Whoarewe

lookingbeautifulfor?



Myheartracesatthethoughtsofwhatisgoingto

happentome.

LordGod,pleaseintervene....please.

.

.

.

******

"I’velearnedmorefrompainthanIcould’veever

learnedfrompleasure"(Unknown)

.

.

Like,shareandcommentsplease
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Aftercleaningmyselfupinaneatandchipper

naveybluetux.

Ialwaysfeelverycomfortableinformalwear,ona

casualdayitwouldbeaveryformalsmartcasual.

IthinkIgotitfrommybrother,he'saformalguy

andIjustlikethewayitmakesmelookandfeel

powerful.

IpuffonsomeDiorSauvagecologne.

Igrabmybugattichironnoirecarkeysandwallet

thenheadoutasIthrowonmyshades.

Icheckoutofthehotel.



It'snowtimeIgohandlesomebusiness.

IlistentopopsmokemusiconfullblastasIspeed

off.

.....

AfteralmostanhourofdrivingIarriveatthe

mansionofbusiness.

Thereareabunchofcarsparkedintheyard,not

justanycars,hellaexpensivecars.Onlythe500

millionnetworthmotherfuckerswerealloweddoing

businesshere.

It'satradingkindofbusiness,veryillegalofcause.

Dadistheownerofthisplace,hedoesn'tworkhere

though,heletsotherpeoplerunit,hejustenjoyshis

profit.

It'soneofhissidehustles.He'smoreintothemulti

millionempirewhichistheconstructioncompany

thathe'sstilltryingtobuildintoamultibillionifhe

powersupwiththeMthembu's.

Ipersonallyhatethewayhe'sgoingaboutpowering

withthem,buthebelievesinhisstrategy.Even



thoughitfailedthefirsttimehetriedit,whenhe

marriedoffmybrotherthefirsttime.

Iwalkintothebuilding.

Daddoesn'tknowthatwebuyinhisbusiness,so

thebusinessdealersdon'tknowthatI'mhissonnor

dotheyknowmybrother.

Theydoprotectthisbusinessobviously,sowhen

youenterthegateapictureofyourfaceand

numberplateistaken,thentheydotheirresearch

onyou.Soifyoueverthinkofsnitching.You'llbe

puttingyourlifeandyourfamilyandlovedones

livesingreatdanger.

IpaytheITguywhotakespeople'sinformationto

Dad,sohekeepsmehiddenanddoesn'treportmy

informationbacktoDad.

Igothroughmanypassagesanddownthestairs

beforeIgettothehugeroomwhereallthemagic

happens.



makingmywaytothenicelydeckedchairsinfront

ofthebigstage.

SittingnexttosomeMuslimdudes.

TherearemanyMuslimshere,thesepeopleare

loaded.

Amanapproachesthecenterofthestage.

Man:"GentlemenandGentlemen,welcometo

paradisewherealldreamscometrue.Asyouall

mightknowmeasReid"

Thecrowdclapshandsforhim.

Ijustsitwithmyarmsfolded,I'mdisgustedbyall

thishonestlyandIjustwannabuyandgetthisover

anddonewith.

Reid:"nowintotal,wehavetwentybeautifulwomen

withus,differentages,heights,shapesandsizes,

sowegoingtostartbybringingintheoldestladies,

from20to25,gentlemenpleasegiveawarm

welcometoourbeautifulgirls!!"

Thecrowdclapsastheyareescortedinwith

blindfolds.Thisistoprotectouridentitiesfrom



themuntilwetakethehomeandreadytoreveal

ourselvestothem.

Hecallsouttheirnamesandstartsbiddingthem

Reid:"okaylastbutnotleastwehaveLondiwe,

anyoneinterestedinLondiwe,notavirgin,5.1feet

tall,size34onthewaist,she'sniceandthick!She

startsatR500000"

"I'lltakeher"

Reid:"wegot500000,doIheara550000?"

"Here!!"

Reid:"okaydoIhear600000?"

Itgoesquiet

Reid:"goingonce....goingtwice?....andsold!Tothe

gentlemanattheback"

Theyclapforhim

Ihaven'tseenanygirlsfitforusyet.

Reid:"okay,weonlysoldfivefromthefirstgroupof

tenwomen,let'shopewe'llgetmorebuyersonour

youngerladies.



Comeongents,Igotthebestofthebestfromthe

secondgroup"

Iyawngettingbored,Iwasabsolutelynot

impressedbythefirstgroupofwomen.

Hewelcomesthesecondbatch.

Theyallstandnexttoeachother.

Mmhnotbad,Isitup,IthinkI'mreadytoputmy

moneytouse.

.

.

.

.

.
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.

.

.

.



Istaredatthereflectioninthemirror.

Ican'tbelievethat'sme,Ilookso,so...

"Wowyoulooksobeautiful"

Ilookather

Me:"ththisismyfirsttimewearingmakeup,ora

weave"

Shegiggles

Presh:"wellitsuitsyou,youlooklikesomesupper

modelIswear,IwishIhadyourskin,it'sjustso

gorgeous"

Ifrownather,she'sjustsayingthattobenice.

Myskinismybiggestinsecurity.

I'vealwaysbeenteasedaboutit,Ididn'thave

friendsbecauseofit,andmyownsistersand

motherhatedmebecauseofit.

Presh:"youokay?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"whwhatddoyouthinkwillhappentous?"



Sheshrugsasfearflashesherface

Presh:"maybewegoingtobeusedassexslaves,or

maybedrugmules,ormaybeboth,Idon'tknowbut

I'msureit'soneofthetwo"

Myheartaches

Iholdmychestasthepainistoodeep

Me:"I'mscaredpresh"

Shetakesmyhandintohers

Presh:"I'mscaredtoo"

Me:"letuspray"

Shecloseshereyes,Iclosemineaswell

Me:"DearGod,ifyouwatching,ifyoucanhearus

andyouknoweverythingthatisgoingon,Iplead

youtopleasehavemercyonusfather,Iknowwe

havetogothroughthis,it'spartofyourplanto

makeusthewomenwewillonedaygrowtobe.I

justpraythattheydon'tdamageustoomuchLord,I

praytheydon'tbreakustoapointwherewe'llturn

andcurseyoufather,toapointwherewe'llturnand

doubtyourexistence.



IprayinthemightynameofJesusChrist.Amen"

Presh(sighs):"Amen"

Ipullherinforahug

Presh:"whoayoudidn'tstutter"

Me:"whwhenIspeaktoGod,iiitslikeallmyfears

disappear,allmyburdensaareliftedoffme"

Presh:"nomatterwhathappens,evenifwehappen

tobeseparated,I'llalwaysgotyourback,I'lllookfor

youuntilIfindyou"

Me:"I'lllookforyoutoo"

Presh:"IloveyouAmy"

Me:"IloveyoutooPresh"

Webreakthehugandfixourmakeup

"Eyeyeyey!!!Everyonegetyourbuttsmoving!"

Weallgetup,Ifollowedrightbehindprecious,we

holdeachother'shandsmakingsurewedon'tlose

eachother.

Whenwegetbythedoor,theyputblindfoldsonus.



IfeelmanlyhandsholdingmybackandIshiverin

fearasheleadsthewayforus.

MyhandsqueezingpreciousmakingsureIdon'tlet

go,notevenbymistake

"nowGentlemen,pleasewelcomeouryounger

ladiesfrom16to19,aren'ttheyjustgorgeous"

Iheardeepgroansandlaugher

Ohmygosh,whatintheworldisgoingonhere,

whataretheygoingtodotous.

Thatisalotofmen!Aretheyallgoingtohavesex

withus?Nopleasedon't,thiscan'tbehappening,

I'veneverhadevenonepenisinsideme,nowa

hundreddifferentmenweregoingtohavetheirway

withme!

Mytearscouldn'trolldownmyfacebutinstead

soakedintotheblindfold.

Ifeltlikescreamingforhelp!

Ican'tgothroughthis!Ijustcan't!



"HerewegotBuhle,sheisabeautyindeed,she'sa

5'3inheight,size30onthewaist.Shestartsfrom

R400000"

"I'lltakeher"

"Anyonewantstogohigherwith500000?"

Anothervoicefromthefrontshouts

"Overhere"

Waitwaitwait....arewebeingauctioned!?Arethey

sellingustothehighestbidder?

Whatintheworld'sfuckeryisthismadness!?

"andoverherewehavethegorgeous,beautiful

precious,she's5'8tall,size32onthewaist,andto

topitallupshe'savirgin!Comeongents,who

wantstoshowherthegoodsideoflife,thisisa

wifeyrighthere.PreciousstartsatR700000"

"700000!Overhere!"



"DoIheara750?!"

"Overhere!That'smywiferightthere!"

Thecrowdlaughs

Ourhandsaretremblingagainsteachotherwithour

palmssweatingasweholdeachothertight

"800000!!'

"Whoaokay,doesanyonewishtogohigher!?"

"900000!"Anothermanshouts

"900000!Goingonce?Goingtwice?..."

"Onemillion!"

Shoutsanothermaninthecrowd

"Onemillion,goingonce,goingtwice.....aaanndsold!

Tothegentlemanwiththeshades!"

Ifeelpreshmovingawayasherhandsletgoofme.

Mylegsareshaking,I'mlosingmybalance,fearis

theonlythingcontrollingme.

IneedmyasthmapumpcauseIfeellikeI'llrunout

ofbreath.Ihaven'thadanepisodesinceIgothere



andI'mgladcausemyinhalerlongfinished.

Buttoday,IthinkI'mtheonewho'sfinished!

"Nowherewehaveourdarkbeauty,anAfrican

queenindeed,alsostillpureandinnocent,very

intelligentandeducated,hasdreamstogoto

universityandbecomeadoctor.A5'7inheightand

size28onthewaist.Nowgentlemanwhoiswilling

tomakethisyounglady'sdreamscometrue...or

howmuchareyouwillingtopaytocrushher

dreamsandfulfillyourdeepestfantasieswithher?

ShestartsatR1million,she'sadelicateonecauseI

wantedtokeepherformyselfreally"

Thecrowdlaughs

"I'lltakeherfor1,5million!"

"2million!Overhere!"

"3million!!"

Thesemenaredeterminedongettingme,Iwonder

whywouldtheypaysomuch.Whatdotheyallhave

plannedintheirfilthymindsforme?

"500million!!"



Thecrowdgoessilent

"Woowthisisthehighestwe'vegottenfromanygirl,

damnAmahle,lookslikeyou'vejustbrokenthe

record...500millionfromthegentlemanwiththe

shadesonceagain....anyonewishestogo

higher?goingonce?....goingtwice?...andsold!"

Hepushesmeroughlycausingmetostumble

againstothergirls

"Ouch"

"Watchwhereyoustepping"

Me:"sorry"

Idon'tknowhowtheyexpectingmetowatchmy

stepswhenweareallblinded?

Ifeelsomeone'shandlockinginmind

Me(whispers):"presh,isthatyou?"

"Yeah"

Isighandsqueezeherhandabit



There'sabitofshufflingandmovingaroundasI

feelmanhandsgrabbingmyareandpullingus,

withmyhandstillonpreciouswearepushedtothe

samedirection.

Idon'tgetwhytheyhadtoblindfoldus.

Ifeelacoldbreeze,Iguesswearenowoutside.

Thecardooropensandweareroughlypushedinto

thecar.

Theyseparatedmyhandsfromprecious.

IscreamhernameassoonasIgetinthecar

Me:"Precious!"

"I'mrighthere"

Ifeelherhandonmythigh,Isigh.

She'ssquashednexttome.

I'mguessingweinasmallcarcauseIfeelleather

seats.

Astrongintoxicatingsmellhitsmynostrilsasthe

frontdoorbangsclosed.



"Don'tyoueventhinkabouttakingoffyour

blindfolds,causeyouwon'tlikewhatyou'llsee,and

Iwillblowyourbrainsoff"

Iswallowthelumponmythroatandsitback.

I'mcuriousonwhatawaitsmeinmynext

destination.

.

.

.

.

.

NOAH

.

.

.

.

"Iwarnedyoutostayawayfromme"

Iwalkfurtherintothedarkwoods



"Nowlookwhatyoumademedo"

IdragtheheavyplasticbagasIheaddeeperinthe

woods

"Yousoheavy!"

Ifinallyfindagoodspot,Itaketheshovelandstart

digging

"Ididn'tmeanforittocometothis"

Ikeepdiggingwithtearsstreamingdownmyface

"Ifyouhadjuststayedinyourlane,nonofthis

wouldbehappening"

Theholeisgettingdeeper

"Youpushedme,ItoldyouIwasnotgoodforyou,

butyoukeptcomingback,whycouldn'tyoujust

stayawayme,"

"IfyouhadjustranawaywhenIbeggedyouto,I

warnedyouaboutmyself!Somanytimes!Yousaw

thesigns,yousawthem!"

******

Me:"Ididn'tkillher!Ididn't!!"



Igetupwitharacingheart

"Babe?"

Iholdmypainingheadwithbothhands

Me:"please,youhavetobelieveme,Ididn'tkillher,I

didn'tmeanto!"

Ifeelarmswraparoundme

Ilookather

Me:"ohhmybaby,youalive"

Her:"I'mrightheremylove"

Me:"Ithoughtyoudied,IdreamtlikeIkilledyou

Vanessa"

Her:"I'mrightheremylove,itwasjustadream"

Irunmyhandsalloverherbodyandface

Me:"youarehere,youokay"

Her:"I'mhereandI'mokaybaby,itwasjusta

nightmare"

Shepullsmeintoherchest,IlayonherasIwrap

myarmsaroundher



Me:"itfeltsorealNessa"

Her:"sshhhhcalmdownbaby,youlovemewaytoo

muchtodosomethingsohorrible.Itwasjusta

dream"

Shehumsasongwhileplayingwithmyhair.

Her(humming):"mmhmmmhmmmhmmhmmmh

mmmhmmmhmmhmhmhmmhmmhmmhmmh"

( Don'tworryaboutathing

Causeeverylittlething

Isgonnabealright)

Myheartbeatcamebacktonormal

Thatwassomefuckedupdream.

.

.

.

*****

"Lifeisfullofsurprises.Notallsurprisesare

pleasant,soyouneedtobereadyforwhatlife



bringsyou"(unknown)
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Ican'tevenconcentrateontheroadwiththethree

girlssobbingatthebackseat.

Ikeepcheckingmyreviewmirrortoseeiftheynot

peeking,Ishould'vetiedtheirhandsup.



IlookattheboxIwasgiven,itwasafewdrugsand

injectionsinside.

Iparkthecaronthesidewayoftheroad.

Iinjectionthemandtheypassoutimmediately.

Me:"muchbetter"

Igetbackontheroad.

Imightseemlikethebadguytothemrightnow,but

I'mactuallynotthatbad.

Ibetmostofthemenwhobuythewomentherewill

usethemassexslavesortobetrainthemtobe

drugmules.

Iguesswedobuythemforourownselfishreasons,

buttheydobenefitaswell.

MybrotherandIownoneofthebiggestclubsin

JohannesburgcalledtheSilverStarsclub.

Thegirlswillworkforusattheclub,theymightbe

requiredtodothingstheywon'tlike.

WenowontheflightbacktoJohannesburg,the

girlsarestillblindfolded,Ineverexposemyidentity



whenbuyingmyemployees.

Oncetheyopentheireyesthey'llbewelcomedand

instructedbysomeoneelse.Tothem,that'llbethe

personwhoboughtthem,notme.

WeflewwithachoppersinceIwantedittodropus

straightattheclubtoavoidgoingtotheairportwith

blindfoldedwomen.

Icalltheguyswhoworkformeintheclubtocome

helpmetogettheminthebuilding.

Ikeeptheminaprivateroomandlocktheminthere.

IcallDerektheguywhoplaysthefaceofthisplace,

welethimmanageitfromthefrontlineswhilewe

runitbehindthescenes.

Me:"Derek?"

Derek:"MrNhlabathiomncane"

(YoungNhlabathi)

Me:"youknowwhatyouhavetodonowright?"

Henods

Derek:"yes,theyshouldthinkthatI'mtheonewho



boughtthemhere,andIwillinformthemonthenew

lifethatissetforthemhere"

Me:"verygood,theyshouldgettrainingimmediately

fromtheothergirls,Candyspecifically,she'soneof

ourbest,shestillisright?"

Henods

Derek:"yes,shestillis,she'llgettrainingthemas

soonaspossible"

Igivehimanod

Me:"okay,letmebeonmyway,I'llseeyouwhenI

seeyou"

Derek:"surething"

Me:"remember,treatthemdelicately,thesewomen

arespecial,theyshouldnotfeelabusedorill-

treated"

Henods

Derek:"ofcause"

WefistpumpandImakemywayoutthebusyclub.

It'salwaysbuzzinginhere.Whenwewere



designingit,Iwasthinkingofsomethingthatwould

notjustattractanyonebutveryhighclass

millionairesandwesuredidmanagetodojustthat.

It'snotjustaclubthere'swaymoretoit,it'salsoa

hotelandotherthings.

Itakeoneofthecarsthatarealwaysparkedatthe

club.

I'mdrivingtomyplacewhenacallcomesthrough.

Me:"hello"

"Hey,I'mlonely"

Me:"Lulu,wecan'tkeepdoingthis"

"Iknow,wewillstopIpromise,Ijustneedyouright

now"

Me:"Lulu"

"Pleasebaby,I'mallwetforyou"

Me:"stopit(whispers)please"

"Ineedyouburieddeepinsideme,pleasemybaby,

justonelasttime"



Mydickreactstoherslutyseductivevoice

Me:"fine,I'llbethereinafewminutes"

"I'llbeready"

Shehangsup.

IchangegearsasIpresstheclutchandincrease

thespeed

.

.

.

.

.
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.

.
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Theyfinallytakeourblindfoldsoff.



Istruggleopeningmyeyesasthebrightness

attacksmyeyes.

There'samansittinginfrontofusonachairwhile

wesittingonasoftlongcouch.

Sothisistheguywhospentsomuchmoneyonus.

Hisdarkhoodedeyesandafacecoveredwith

beard,helookslikeathug,acleanonethough.

ThisisnothowIpicturedhim,inmymindhe

seemedabitdifferent.Butthenagain,it'smyfirst

timeseeinghim.

Iwonderwhathewantsfromus.

Thisroomispeaceful,butwhenwewerecoming

hereitwasverynoisy,soundedliketherewasa

party.

Myanxietyiskickingin,thewayhe'sjustlookingat

usandnotsayinganything,andthemanstanding

behindhimwithasmirkonhisface.

Him:"ladies,welcometoyournewhome"

Ilookatpreciousandtheothergirlnexttome,they

bothshakinginfear,soamI.



Him:"noneedtobescaredladies,fromnowon,you

aregoingtoliveanicelife.

Thisplace...ItscalledSilverstars,becausethisis

wherestarsaremadeandborn.Youbeautiful

ladieswillbethisplacesmostpreciousstars"

Herubshishandstogetherlookingatus

Him:"Iwillexplaineverythingtoyoutomorrow,for

now,youshouldgotoyourrooms,freshenup,be

comfortable,eatandgetagoodrest,becauseyour

newlivesbegintomorrow"

Hegetsupandinstructsustogetupaswell

Heleadstheway,throughdifferentdoorsand

passages.

Theliftdropsusatthe4thfloor.Accordingtothe

lift,thisplacehassixfloors.Idon'tknowanything

aboutliftssoI'massumingcauseit'sthelast

numberthere.

Ialmostpeedmypantstheentiretimeonthelift,it

wassoscary.

Wewalkthroughthepassage,heopensthedoor



withthenumber285.

"Thiswillbeyourroomprincess"

Heleadstheothergirlinside,Idon'tevenknowher

name.

Theroomnexttohersturnsouttobeforprecious

andIgetonerightacrossher.

Heclosesandlocksthedoorbehindhim.

Istandinoneplacewithmyeyeswonderingaround

theroom.

It'ssobigandbeautiful,everythingiscleanand

white.

Itlookslikearoomofroyalty,I'veneverseensucha

beautifulplaceinmyentirelife.

HonestlyIdidn'tthinkthey'dplaceusinsucha

place,Ithoughtweweregoingtobelockedupin

somecoldbasementfullofothergirlsthey've

bought.

Iheadtowardsthebed,I'mscaredtoeventouchthe

whiteduvets,Ifeellikemydarkdirtyskinwillstain

them.



IcontinuewalkingaroundasInoticeanotherdoor,

maybeitleadsnextdoortoanotherroom.I'm

reluctanttoopenit,

Iknockfirstbutnooneanswers,Iknockagain

multipletimes,Iguessthere'snoone,Itrytoopen

anditopens.

MyeyespopoutwhenIrealizeit'satoilet.There's

alsoabathtubandashower.

Wow,thankGodI'velearntabouttheseinschool

eventhoughit'smyfirsttimeseeingabathroomin

reallife.

Me:"thisisawesome!"

Ifeelabitofexcitementoverwhelmme

Idefinitelywanttousethetub.Theshowerlooks

complicatedandI'mafraidIcan'tuseit.Ithad

buttonsIdidn'tunderstand.

IonlyimaginedmyselfinplacesliketheseonceI've

achievedbeingadoctor.

Iusethecleantowelsthatwerealreadythereto

bathwithwhitesoapthatsmelledsonice.I'venever



usedanyothersoapbesidesthegreensunlightbar

before.

Ialmostfellasleepinthebathtub,thewayitwasso

comfortable.

ItwasmorecomfortablethananythingI'veever

slepton,morethantheroughfloorintheshack.

Ieventuallygotoutandworethewhitegownthat

wasonthebed.

Iwashedmyclothesandunderwearfortomorrow

causeIdon'thaveanychangingclothes,soI

hangedthemovertheshowerwalls.

Theyshouldbedrybymorning.

Icrawledonthebedandthrewmybodyonitasit

mademebounce.

Istandonmyfeetandstartjumpingonitthenfall

onmyback.

Ican'thelpbutlaughathowmuchIenjoyeddoing

that,itwasmyfirsttimejumpingonabed.

Me:"wooowwnnnowthisisthelife"



Aknockcomesthroughthedoor

RealityhitsmeasIrememberthatthere'sstill

somethingtheywantfromus.

Thedoorunlockedandaladywalkedinpushinga

smalltabletowardsmybed.

Her:"yourdinnerisservedmam"

Mam?

Me:mmmam?"

Her:"yes,Iwasaskedtobringyoudinner,andsome

snacks.Pleaseenjoy.Goodnight"

Shewalkedoutandlockedthedoor.

Iremovedthesilvercoverandwaswelcomedbya

delicioussmell.

Itwaschickenwithrice,creamspinachand

butternutwithgreensalad.

Mytummygrowledatthesight.

Iatelikeamaddog,Ididn'ttakeanybreaksin-

between,itfeltlikeIjustwonthehungergames.



It'sunbelievablehowyourbodyreactswhenitgets

food.It'sthemostamazingfeeling.

ForthefirsttimeIwasn'teatinganyleftovers,I

tastedchickenafteralongtime,themeatisway

tastierthanthebonesIwasalwaysgiven.

Icleanedmyplateupandgulpeddownallmycool

drink.

*Buurrrrb*

IletoutaloudburbasIholdmytinnytummyin

satisfaction.

Ididn'tknowfoodcouldtastesogood.

Ilookatthebigscreenonthewallinfrontofthe

bed.

Ican'tbelievethatallofthatwasjustaTVscreen.

IseearemoteandIMarchforit.

Ipressallthebuttonsintillitwenton.Idon'teven

knowwhichbuttonmadeitlitup.

Ipressedthearrowbuttonsandthechannelskept

changing.



Ireachedachannelthatcaughtmyeye.

ItwascalledGrey'sAtonomy,whatcaughtmyeye

wasthepeopledressedlikedoctors.

Me(excitedly):"it'saboutdoctors!"

IwastemptedtoscreamasIwasclappingmy

handsinexcitement.

Itookthebigpacketofchips,theywerewritten

jumpingjacks.

IatethemasIwatchedtheTVcarefully.

MyheartsinksatthethoughtthatIcannolonger

fulfillmydreamsofbeingadoctorsomeday

.

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.



.

.

Me:"aahhyeah,yeahbaby!Harderharder...fuck

me!"

Hethrustsharderanddeeperinsideofmeashe

reststhereandwereleaseatthesametime

"Aahhfuck!Yousogood"

Hecomplimentsbeforelayingakissonmy

forehead.

Hegetsupanddisappearstothebathroomleaving

meopenasItrytocatchmybreathe.

Hecomesbackwithatowel

Hecleansmeupthenpecksmypussybefore

cominguptokissme

Me(sighs):"Iloveyousomuch"

Helooksintomyeyesforawhile

Lowell:"thiswasthelasttimeLulu,youmarriednow,

andtomybrother,wecan'tkeepdoingthistohim"



Me:"IknowLowell,butwe'vebeentogetherway

beforehecameinthepicture,waybeforeIwas

eventoldI'mgoingtomarryhim,Ican'tletyougo"

Lowell:"IloveyoutooLulu,butIcan'tkeepdoing

this"

Iattackhimwithakiss,heresponds

Hegetsunderthecoverswithmeandthekissgets

moreheated

.

.

.

BackinZululand

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.



I'mwokenupfrommydeepslumberbysomeone

shakingme.

Me(irritated):"mhmhmh,yiniebusukukangaka?"

(Whatisit,solateinthenight?)

"(Whispers)yeywena!Awuvukemarn"

(Hey!Wakeup)

Iturnandreluctantlyopenmyeyesabit

Me:"mah?Yiniindaba?"

(Mom?What'sup?)

Mom:"sheshagqoka"

(Hurryandgetdressed)

Isitupandrubmyeyes

Me(confused):"siyaphi?"

(Whereareweoffto?)

Mom:"uzobonaphambili"

(You'llseewhenwegetthere)

Igetupirritatedbythefactit'sthemiddleofthe



nightandIhavetogetup

Me:"uThandileyena?"

(WhataboutThandile?)

Mom:"shiyalowo,asambe!"

(Leavethatone,letgo!)

Iputonmygownontopofmypyjamas

Wetakealongwalkwithatorchleadingthewayas

itisverydark.

Weevenclimbedahighmountain,itwascreepy.I

wasstartingtogetscared,whatifboysattackusor

adangerousanimals.Therehavebeenanimal

attacksinourvillagebefore.Thisisdefinitelynota

safetimetobewonderingaround.

Me(whispering):"mahngiyasabamina,kantisiyaphi,

futhingikhathelemanje"

(Mom,I'mgettingscarednow,wherearewegoing

anyway?AndI'mstartingtogettired)

Mom:"sesizofikanyamezela"

(Hanginthere,wealmostthere)



Wereachsomerondavelhousewhichwasalonein

themiddleofnowhere,itlookedcreepyashell

Therewasanevilhorrificauraaboutthisplace.

Me(whispers):"mahsizokwenzanila?"

(Mom,whatarewecomingtodohere?)

Sheshushesmeandknocksatthedoor

"Ngenamowunesbindi!"

(Comeinifyouhavetheguts)

Welookateachotherwithfear

Terrorwashedoverme,raisingthefinehairsonthe

backofmyneck.

Somethingaboutthisplacemademymuscles

tenseup

.

.

.

******

"Themoonhasawakenwiththesleepofthesun,



thelighthasbeenbroken,thespellhasbegan"

(Midgardmorningstar)

****Tobecontinued****
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Idon'tknowhowmomfoundthegutstoopenthe

door.

Ican'tbelievewehere.Thehouseofthemostevil

powerfulwitchinthevillage.

Mom:"ahhthokozagogo"

"Ndingugogominakuwenamawungibhekile?"

(DoIlooklikeagranny,whenyoutakeagoodlook

atme?)

Mom:"awungiyaxolisa"

(OhI'msorry)

"Nizothakathabani,nafikangobusuku?"

(Whoareyoucomingtobewitchsolateatnight?)

Ican'tevenseeher,it'sreallydarktowardsthe

cornershe'ssittingin

Mom:"imayelanenenganeyamuAmahle"

(It'saboutmychildAmahle)



"Kwenzenjani?"

(What'sthematter?)

Mom:"ngifunaukumvalaisibeletho"

(Iwanttoblockherwomb)

Ilookatmomshooken

Me:"Mah!?"

Mom:"Thula"

(Shutup)

Mom:"ngifunainkosimayizamaukumithisa

angamithi,mayihlulekaukumitha,ngiyazukuthi

uzofunaomunyeunkosikazi"

(Iwantthekingtonotbeabletogetherpregnant,I

knowifshecan'tfallpregnant,he'llwantanother

wife)

Ilookather,that'sactuallyageniusidea

Mom:"ngifunaukumnikawenasaqhwithiomkhulu,

ungenzananomayinioyifunayongaye,umhlatshelo

wamlowokuwe,umanjeungezaminanamawele

amisiphumelele,futhiuThulileashadenenkosi,



suphumeenhluphekweni"

(Iwantyoutohavehersaqhwithi,youcandoas

youpleasewithher,sheismysacrificetoyou,allI

wantinreturnissuccessandaluxuriouslifewith

mytwingirls,IwantThuliletomarrytheking,and

weshouldbreakthroughthelifeofsuffering)

SaqhwithimeansstorminXhosa.It'saXhosawitch

butshecanspeakZulu.

Icannotbelievewhatmymomjustsaid!

IneverlikedAmahlebutshe'sstillmysister,thisis

abittoomuchforme.Ican'tbepartofthis.Iwant

out.

Me:"Mah!AwukwaziukwenzalokhukuAmahle,Cha

mahangeke!"

(Mom!Youcan'tdothistoAmahle,Nomom,you

can't!)

Shegivesmeadeadlylook,nextthingIknowa

snakehissesangrilyrightuponmyface.

Iscreammygutsoutinfearbutmyvoiceis

silenced.Itrytoscreamagainbutnothingcomes



out

Icalloutmombutnowordsarecomingout.

Whatthehell!!What'sgoingon?

"BambaintoyakhoMbokazi"

(TakecareofyourthingMbokazi)

Sheembracesme

Mom:"kulungilenganeyam,ngezelawenasisi,

ngifunaukuthiuphumelele,uphileimpilo

ebutebu...iyonaleindlela,ayikhoenye"

(It'sokaymychild,I'mdoingthisforyou,Iwantyou

tohaveasuccessfullife,thisistheonlyway,there's

nootherway)

Iremainquietandbreakawayfromherembrace.

Mom:"siyaxolisasaqhwithiomkhulu,celasiqubeke"

(Weapologisemightysaqhwithi,pleaselet's

continue)

Ilookaroundandthesnakehasdisappearedand

thewitchstillsittingintheshadows.



"Uyaziukuthilomhlatsheloumkhulukangakanani?"

(Areyouawareofhowbigyoursacrificeis?)

Mom:"yebongiyazi"

(YesI'maware)

"Futhimasengiwuwamkelileangekeuphinde

ukwaziukujikisaisiqalekiso"

(AndonceI'veacceptedthesacrifice,youcannever

reversethecurse)

Welookateachother,Ishakemyhead.

Mom:"yebongiyakwazinalokho"

(Yes,I'mawareofthattoo)

"Ngiyawamukelake"

(Iacceptthesacrifice)

Shecomescloserasherheadbecomesclearer

awayfromthedark.

Herfaceiscoveredbyherbigblackhood.

Shemixesherbones,shepourssomeblack

powdersinthembeforeshakingthem



Shethrowsthemonthegroundandtheysetonfire.

"Sengiyamfihlakemanje,ngimfihlelaabaphansi

bakuboukuthibangamboni"

(I'mnowhidingher,hidingherawayfromher

ancestors,forthemtonotrecognizeher)

Shemakesweirdsoundsshakingherbody.Her

eyeslockwithmine,IfreezeasI'mfreakedout,they

looklikeeyesofasnake!Shehissesandhertongue

slipsoutjustlikeasnake.

IfeellikescreamingandrunningawaybutI'm

frozenandlookingbackathereyes,it'slikeshe's

transferringsomesortofpowertome.

"Inkosi,izothandananedodakaziyakho,izimali

zizozangamawalalaemziniwakaMbokazi,kodwa,

umaufunaukuthileyompiloihlalekanjaloisikhathi

eside,kumele,masezalainganeyakheyokuqala

nenkosiuThulile,ayilethelakumina,ngizoyifunza

inyokayam,ihliziyoyayongizobophangayo

ubugwilibenu"

(Thekingwillfallinlovewithyourdaughter,money

willcometoyouinmultplesoverflowing,butifyou



wantthatlifetolast,whenThulilegivesbirthtoher

firstbaby,sheneedstosacrificeitformetofeed

mysnakeandtieit'shearttogetherwithyourriches)

Ilookatmom,shecan'tpossiblyagree.

Shenods.

Isighshakingmyhead.Idon'twantthisanymore.

Thewitchlooksbackatherburningbonesandthe

firejustturnedintoablazingbrightredcolor.She

looksshockedtoseethis

Mom:"kwenzenjani?"

(What'sthematter?)

"OngathiizinyanyazikaAmahleziyalwa"

(ItlooksasthoughAmahle'sancestorsarefighting

forher"

"Ziyamfuna,zimkhusele"

(Theywanther,theyprotectingher)

Mom(eyeswidened):"kanjani?Awukwaziukulwa

nazo?"



(Howcome?Can'tyoufightwiththem?)

Sheshakesherhead

"Imakancane"

(Waitaminute)

Shegoesbacktothedarksideoftheroom,she

comesbackcarryingsomething.

Shepoursitonthebonesthefirebecomesbigger,

shepoursmoreanditchangesbacktothenormal

orangecolor.

"KuzobanzimaukuqalekisauAmahle,kodwaayihko

intoehlulausaqwithi"

(It'sgoingtobehardtocurseAmahle,butthere's

nothingthatdefeatssaqwithi)

Mom:"mawukuthiabaphansibamvikelangempela

kuzothiwani?"

(Iftheancestorsreallyfightforher,whatwill

happen?)

"Kuzomeleuhlatsheleenyeintonomaumuntu,

kuzomelengimyekeuAmahle"



(Youwillhavetosacrificesomethingelseor

someoneelse,andletgoofAmahle)

"Kodwakhululeka,mina,kadengangiyenzalento,

ayikhointoehlulausaqwithi"

(Butnottoworry,I'vebeendoingthisforalongtime

now,nothingdefeatssaqwithi)

"Kumbula,angekeukwaziukujikisaisiqalekiso

nomaumhlatshelo,seningahamba"

(Remember,youcannotreverseacurseora

sacrifice...youcanleavenow)

Momclapsherhandsrespectfullyaswegetupand

leave,somehowIfindmyselfsmiling,excitement

overwhelmsmethatIwillbeQueen.

Asmirkvoluntarilyplastersacrossmyface.

it'slikesomepowerfulsourcehastakenovermy

emotionsandtheguiltIfeltflewoutthewindow.

.

.

.



Noah

.

.

.

I'mfixingmyshirtinfrontofthemirror

Ifeelhandswraparoundme.

Ilookatherthroughthemirror

Me:"youshouldn'thavegottenup,it'sstillearly"

Nessa:"Iknow,butIlovewatchingyougetting

ready"

Ismile,Iturntofaceher

Me:"pleasefixmytieforme"

Sheadjustsitthenpullsitnicelyclosetomyneck,

shebrushesmyshoulders

Nessa:"thereyougo"

Shegetscloserandpecksmylips

Ifixmylocksneatlyandbrushthem.



Me:"okaybabe,Ihavetogonow"

Shecomesoutofthebathroom

Nessa:"aaww,whenwillIseeyouagain?"

Me:"you'llseememaybenextweekornextmonth

dependingonmyschedule"

Nessa:"okaythen"

Weshareadeepfeltkiss

Igetflashbacksofmynightmareagain

Ipulloutquickly

Nessa:"whatisit?"

Ishakemyheadwalkingtowardsthebed

Me:"it'sthatdream,Ican'tgetoffmymind"

Nessa:"babe,youhavetotryforgetaboutthat

dream"

Me:"Ican'tI'mtrying"

Itakemybagwithmyclothesandheadoutthe

room.

Nessa:"whenlastyoudrankyourpills?"



Ilookather

Me:"arghyouknowhowmuchIhatethatquestion"

Nessa:"I'msorrylove,butyournightmaresareback

againandIwasjustwondering"

Isighheadingforthedoor

Me:"I'lltakethemfirstthingwhenIgethomein

Joburg"

Sheopensthecardoorforme

Nessa:"youpromise?"

Ilookather

Me:"Ipromise"

Wekissoncemore

Igetinthecarandreverse

"Iloveyou!Safetravels!"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo,takecareofyourself!"

Ispeedoff.

.



.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

"Doyouhavetogo?"

Me:"yes,Ihavealifeyouknow"

Lulama:"Idon'twantyoutogo"

IlookatherasIbucklemybelt

Itakemysuitjacketandslipiton

Me:"Idon'twannagoeither,but,dutycalls"

Lulama:"I'vepreparedyourbreakfast"

Shesayscomingtomewithnicelycrushedsnowin

abookwithmybankcard



Me:"ohhyouknowmetoowell"

Isniffonsome,IclosemyeyesasIenjoythe

thingsitdoesinme.

Idon'ttakedrugsallthetimesoIgivemybodytime

todetoxthedrugsoutofmysystem,Igoamonth

withoutanydrugs.Isniffondopeoccasionallynot

allthetimeandI'mnotanaddict.

Icangomonthswithoutfeelingtheneedtohave

some,IjusthavethemwhenIwantto,notwhenI

feellikemybodywantsto.

Me:"youshouldslowdownonthesnowLulu,allow

yourselftodetox,don'tmakethisahabit"

Sherollshereyes

Lulama:"Yesdad"

Me:"I'mserious,youdon'twannabecomeacrazy

crackhead,youshouldcontrolthedrug,don'tletit

controlyou"

Lulama:"I'mnotanaddictLowell,Idon'tdothem

allthetime,onlywhenI'vehadsomeofyourgood

dick"



Shesaysbitingherlipslookingatme

Iwipemynoseandgrabmycarkeys.

Ilookaround

Lulama:"whatyoulookingfor?"

Me:"mywatch,IthoughtIputitsomewherehere"

Ipointatthetable

Welookaroundforit

Lulama:"nahIdon'trememberyouwearingone"

Me:"yousure?CauseIthinkIrememberwearingit"

Lulama:"wellit'snothereso,youobviouslyweren't

wearingit"

Me:"okay,letmegetgoingthen"

ShecomestowardsmeandattemptstohugbutI

reachoutmyarmforhernottotouchme

Me:"Idon'twannamessupmyshirt,youknowhow

longittakestometoironmyshirts"

Lulama:"urghyousuchaneatfreak"

Me(chuckles):"letmekiss"



Weshareakiss

Me:"uhhsweetlips"

Shegigglesheadingtothebed

Iwalkout.Ihavetogocheckonthingsattheclub.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Ijustfinisheddressingup.

Iwokeupearly,actuallyIdidn'tsleepatall.I

couldn't.

IwasfeelingveryhotlikeIwasburningup.

Idon'tknowwhyIthinkI'mgettingthefluecause

theweatherwascool.



EverytimeItriedtoclosemyeyesallIsawwasred

fireandthetemperaturewouldgetevenhigher.

SoIdecidedtostayup.I'veneverfeltso

hotinmyentirelife.FeltlikeIwasinhell.

SoItookacoldbaththismorning.

ButIfeelbetternow,Ijustneedafixoftheinjection

Anicebreakfastwasservedtome,itwasdelicious.

Istilldon'tunderstandwhytheybeingsonicetous.

Whatdotheywant?

Whataretheygoingtodowithus?

Itrynottothinkaboutittoomuch,Idon'twantto

findmyselfloosingmybreathe,Istilldon'thavean

inhalerandthatisdangerousforme.

ThesituationI'minisnothelping.

There'ssoundsofthedoorunlocking

Themanfromyesterdaygetsin

Him:"goodmorningMissMbokazi,howdidyou



sleep?Ihopeyouenjoyedyourluxuriousroom?"

Inod

Me:"IIdid,thankyou"

Him:"that'sgood,canyoupleasefollowme,today

youstartyourtraining"

DearGod,whataretheygoingtotrainmetodo?

HeleadsthewayoutIfollowbehindhim

IbumpintopreciousonthepassageassoonasI

getouttheroom,weattackeachotherwithabig

hug.

Presh:"ohmygosh,areyouokay?Didtheytryany

funnythingswithyoulastnight?"

Ishakemyheadcontinuously

Me:"nnotheydidn't,wwhataboutyou?"

Shealsoshakesherhead

Presh(smiling):"theydidn't!"

"Hey!Thisisnotimeforfamilyreunions!Getyour

assesmoving!"



Westartleandcontinuefollowinghim.

Iwishshecouldneverletsgoofmyhand.

Ilookattheothergirlwhowasalsotakenwithus,I

smileather,shedoesn'treturnitassherollsher

eyes.

Iclosedmyeyesandheldmybreathe

allthewaywhileonthelift,Ijustcan'tstandit.Itis

scaryashell.

Wegetinahugeroomwithcutesmallcouches

liningameterawayfromeachother,eachhad

polesinfrontofthem.

Thisplaceisbeautiful,butwhatisit?

I'veneverseenorbeentoplaceslikethis.

Thentherewasonepoleatthestage

It'sabeautifulroom.

Iwonderwhathappenshere.

I'mscaredtofindout.

Whatdoesmyfuturehavetodowiththisplace.



WhyamIhere?WhyamInotinvarsitypursuingmy

dreams?

beautifulladymeetsushalfway.

Man:"okayladies,pleasemeetCandice.

Candicemeetyournewbabies"

Abeautifulwhitewomanstandsbeforeus.Shehas

areallynicehourglassbody.

Butwhyisshenotdressed?

Sheonlyhasonsomethingthatlookslikea

swimmingcostume.Butareallysexyone.

Itlooksuncomfortable.

Candice:"helloladies,nicetomeetyou"

"Nicetomeetyou"

Preciousandtheothergirlreply,asI'mbusy

fidgetingwithmyfingers.

Tobehonest,Ireallyneedthatinjectionrightnow,

I'mnotfeelingwell.

Candice:"what'syourname?"



Mybodyisgettingitchy,whyhaven'ttheyinjected

ushere?

Candice(snapsfingers):"hello!?Areyouthere?"

Ilookupather.Ididn'tevenrealizeshewastalking

tome

Me:"hhi"

Candice:"what'syourname?"

Me:"mmynameiiisAmahle"

Candice:"hmmdoyouhaveanothername?"

Me:"Indigo"

Candice:"HmmIndigoasinthecolor?"

Inod

Man:"Iwillbebackinafewtocheckony'all,

Candice,justgivethemtheirjobdescriptionandlet

themknowabouttheirnewliveshere,thengetthem

trained"

Candice:"okay,ladiespleasehaveaseat"

Wesitonthenicecouches.



Everythinginthisplaceiscomfortable.

BesidesthefactthatImightbeasexslaveora

prostituteormaybedrugmule.

Candice:"okay!I'msureyouareallafraid,youdon't

knowwhyyouhereorwhatisexpectedofyou

here...."

PeshandIlookateachotherthenbackather

Candice:"well,youguysdon'thavetoworrymuch,I

knowthiskindoflifewillbenewtoyou,anditwill

takeawhileforyouguystoadjust,yousee,sliver

starmanagementtakesgirlsfrompoor

backgrounds,theytakethemfromplaceswhere

they'reliveswould'veprobablybehell,inhopesof

givingthemsomethingbetter.It'snotaninnocent

jobbutatleastyouguyswillnotbelockeduplike

prisoners.

Youwillworkforthisclubandhotel.

Youwilllearnsomewaitressing,bartendingand

poledancing.

Youwillbetrainedbymyselfandotherladies.Trust



meifyoudoyourjobswellandtakethemseriously,

youwillberewarded....."

Theothergirlpicksherhandup.

Candice:"yes?"

Her:"sowewereboughttocomeworkhere?"

Candice:"nottheonlyreason,butyes"

Her:"andwewillbepaid?"

Candice:"youwillgeteverythingyouneedfromthe

authoritiesofthisplace.

Ifyoubehaveyourselfanddoasyoutold,you

mightgetanallowance"

Preciouspicksherhandup

Candice:"yes?"

Presh:"so,wewillbeallowedtohavealifeoutside

theclub?Likegooutinpublic?"

Candice:"ofcause,thisisnotprison,youguyswill

exchangeshiftswithothergirls,youwillgetdays

offsometimes,likeanormalJob"



Theothergirlspeaks

Her:"Idon'tgetit,sowhatifIdecidetorunaway

whileI'moutinpublic?"

Candice:"youdonotwannatrythatbecausethey

willfindyouandyouwillbesentbacktowhereyou

werebought,thenthey'dhavetorefundcauseyou

aretoostupid.Andonceyougobackthere,theywill

notsellyouagain,you'llbeusedforotherpurposes,

whichareworsethenwhatweofferingyouguys

here.Yousee,here,ifyouareloyalyoucangofarin

life,untilyouareallowedtoretireandgoliveyour

ownlife.Bythenyou'llhaveenoughmoneytobuy

yourselfahouseandsettledown"

There'sabitofsilence

Presh:"so,wewon'tberequiredtosleepwithmenor

dodrugs?"

Thatquestionmademyheartbeatsofast,anxious

aboutherreply.

Candice:"No"

Isigh



Candice:"notyet"

What?Whatdoesshemeannotyet?

.

.

.

.

*****

"Life,Ican'ttellifit'skillingme,orit'smakingme

stronger"

***Tobecontinued***
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Candice:"notyet"

What?Whatdoesshemeannotyet?

Candice:"astimegoesby,youwillbepromoted,

whenthemenyoupoledanceforaskforsex,you'll

havetosleepwiththem,that'llearnyoubigmoney,

notlittletips,dependingonhowgoodyouwere,

theystartfrom30kgoingup.Youcandoalotfor

yourselfwiththatmoney"

No!Thiscan'tbehappening.Ican'tsleepwithmen

formoney,I'vealwaysrespectedsexformyown

dignity,Ididn'twanttohaveittoprotectmyself

fromalotofthings,nowIhavetohaveitformoney!

Howhasthisbecomemylife?

Surelybeingathome,abused,hated,enslavedand



poorwasbetterthanthis.

Whatispoledancinganyway?Doesitrequiremeto

benaked?Ihavesomanyquestionsrunning

throughmymind.

Candice:"you'vebeenawfullyquietIndigo,don'tyou

haveanyquestions?"

Ilookupather

Me:"whatifyyyoudon'twannasleepwiththe

mman?"

Candice:"thenthebigbosswilldealyou,youmight

besentbacktowhereyouwereboughtandit'llbe

thesamecaseasifyoutrytorunaway.Noonehas

everdeniedhavingsexwiththemenbeforesono

oneknowsthepunishmentbutitwon'tbepretty,I

knowthepunishmentofrunningawaycausemany

havetriedanddidn'tmakeit"

Iholdmyhandstogethertostopthemfromshaking.

Me:"IInneedafix"

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Candice:"yougotaddictedtoit,that'snotgood,we'll



seehowwehandlethat"

Inodcontinuously.

Ineedthatfix,allthisistoomuchformeandIneed

mymindtoescapebeforeIgocrazy.

Me:"whataboutssschoolwillwebeallowedto

continuewwwithourstudies?"

Sheshakesherhead

Candice:"unfortunatelyyoucan'tbeworkingpart

time,it'safulltimejob,thesooneryouacceptthat

thebetter"

Iwipeatearthatmangedtoescape

Myhearthasjustbrokeintoabillionpiecesasshe

confirmedtheendofmydreams.

Iwipemoretearsthatescapedimmediatelyafter

wipingthefirstone.

Ifeelprecious'shandrubbingmyarm.

Candice:"it'stimetobestrongladies,trustme,over

herewetreateachotherlikefamily,astimegoeson,

allthiswillbenormal,trustme"



Shestandsup

Candice:"youguyswerenotjustbought,butyou

weresaved"

Shestandsnexttothepoleonstage

Candice:"it'stimetostartyourtraining,I'mgoingto

danceforyouladiesjustfory'alltogetthegistof

whatisexpectedofyou,butyoudon'thaveto

perfectpoledancingjustyet,youguyswillstartat

waitressing,astimegoes,thenyouwillbe

promotedtobartending,afterawhileitwillbepole

dancingthenotherthings...I'lldoalittledanceright

nowandIwantyouguystocopymeonceI'mdone,

Iwanttoseesomething"

Welookateachotherthenbackather.

Shetakesalittledeviceandpressesit

thenmusiccomeson.

Shestartsdancingaroundthepole.

ShemovesherwaistinwaysInever

would'vethoughtwerepossible,



movingupanddown.

Shestopsandcallstheothergirltodowhatshe

justdid.Ifoundthathernamewasbuhle.

Shedoesthedancebutitlookedasthoughher

waistcouldn'tdowhatCandicewasdoing.

Candice(unimpressed):"stop!Pleasestop!"

Shestopsandsitsbackonhersit,shecallsfor

precioustotry.

Shelooksatmeandsmiles,Ismilebackather.I

thinkshewantstolaugh.

I'mtemptedtolaughatherfacialexpressions.

Shetriestodothedance.

She'snotasgoodasCandiceandshedidn'tdo

exactlywhatshedid.Shedidherownthingbutit

wasreallygood.

I'mshocked,Ididn'tknowshecouldmovelikethat

Candice:"that'senough,thatwasgood,needsabit

ofwork,butgood,youhavepotential"

Shetakesherseat.



MyheartskipsabeatasIrealizeitwasmyturn.

IalreadyknowI'mgoingtomessup.

It'smyfirsttimeseeingthiskindofdance,ifwehad

todotheZulutraditionaldanceI'dnailit.

Wedidmoveourwaistsinthedancesbutnotin

exactlyinthismanner.

Iholdthepole,I'mshaking.Idon'ttrustmyself.I'm

usuallyafastlearnerwhenitcomestodancing,but

thenagainthisisnotZululandnorisitatraditional

dance.

Shechangesthesongandplaysanotherone

Mybodyisyourparty,baby

Nobody'sinvitedbutyou,baby

Icandoitslownow,tellmewhatyouwant

Baby,putyourphonedown,youshouldturnitoff

'Causetonightisgoingdown,tellyourboysisgoing

down

Weinthezonenow,don'tstop



Youcankeepyourhandsonme,touchmeright

there,rockmybody

Ican'tkeepmyhandsoffyou,yourbodyismy

party

Iclosemyeyesandstartmovingtothebeat.That's

howweweretaughttodanceintheReeddances,

listentothebeatanddancetoit.

Moveyourbodysynctothemusic,feelitinyour

soul.

Ilovedanceitalwaystookmymindoffthingsback

athome.

ButthisbeathitdifferentlyasIimaginedtheyway

Candicewasmovingherbody.

IimaginemyselfasherasImovemywaistslowly

tothebeat,tryingtocopywhatshewasdoing.

Keepingmyeyesclosedthewholetime.

IknowI'mprobablymessingup.

It'sbestIkeepmyeyesclosedtoavoidthe



disappointedlooksfromCandiceandprecious

probablylaughingatme.

I'venevermovedmybodythisway,itfeelsso

sexual,butsoothingaswell,Ifindmyselfloosing

myselftothebeatandthemovementofmybody.

IhopeI'mnotembarrassingmyself.

.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

IrestmybodyonthedoorframeasIwatchher

movehertinywaistsexily.

Hereyesareclosedasthoughsheis

onewiththesong.



Thelightsshinningbrightlyonher

beautifullybrownskin.

I'mdoingthislittledanceforyou

Yougotmesoexcited

Nowit'sjustmeonyou

Yourbody'smyparty,let'sgetitstarted

Boy,youshouldknowthatyourloveisalwayson

mymind

I'mnotgonnafightit,Iwantitallthetime

Boyyoushouldknowthatyourloveisalwayson

mymind

Ican'titdenyit,Iwantyou,Iwantyou

She'spracticallyapro,wait,issheoneofthegirlsI

boughtyesterday?

She'sareallygooddancerforabeginnerormaybe

shehasexperience?



Ineverreallygotthechancetoseetheirfaces.

Ijustboughtthembecausetheyweretheperfect

size,hightandtheagewenormallytarget.

Imakemywayinside

Themusicgoesoff,sheopenshereyes,

AndlooksatCandicewaitingforherjudgement

Theyclaptheirhandsforher,Ialsoclapmine.

Theyturnandalleyeswereonme.

Candice:"oh,ladiesmeetour....

Me:"guest"

Shefrowns.Inod.

Candice:"yes,ourguest"

Me:"uhmdon'tmindme,IjustcametocheckifIcan

getthispartoftheclubreservedasIwishtobring

myfriendshere"

Candice:"ofcausesir,letmeshowthegirlstherest

oftheplace.Derekwillbewithyoujustnow"

Sheleadsthewayandthethreegirlsfollowbehind.



Derekmakeshiswayin

Derek:"boss"

Me:"hey,how'sitgoingwiththegirls?"

Derek:"Candiceinformedthemabouttheirnewlives

andwhatisexpectedofthem,theystillshakenbut

I'msurethey'llgetusedtoit"

Inod

Me:"mmhokay(sighs)Ineedthemcleanfrom

drugs.Theywerefeddrugsinthatplace,Iwantyou

tomakesuretheystayclean,keepaneyeonthem.

Thatdrugcanbeveryaddictiveandtheymight

experienceseriouswithdrawalsymptomsifthey

wereaddicted,ifthathappens,pleasemakesure

theygetpropertreatment"

Derek:"yesboss,ofcause"

Me:"yeah,theyshouldn'tforonebitfeelliketheyin

prisonbutalsomakesuretheyneverrunaway"

Derek:"yes,we'vealreadyplacedtrackersintheir

bodies"

Me:"good"



Ileadthewayoutwithhimfollowingbehindme

Me:"Iwanteveryoneworkingtotheirbesttoday,it's

theweekendandyouknowhowbusyit'llget"

ImakemywayouttothecarwithhimfollowingasI

instructhim.

Iopenthecarboot.

Itaketheluggage

Me:"thereyougo,thisissomeofthenewladies

clothestheycamewithfromhome.Pleaseinform

themthattheyshouldkeeptheirvaluablesbutthe

restoftheirstuffwillbeburnt.LaterI'llbringinnew

clothes,toiletriesandwhatevertheymightneed.

ButIdon'twanttoeverseeanyofthemdressedin

theseoldclothesoftheirs,gotit?"

Derek:"yeboNhlabathiomncane,Igotit"

(YesyoungNhlabathi)

Igetinthecaranddriveofftowork.

.

.



.

.

Laterthatday

Noah

.

.

.

Me:"passmetheArteryforceps,weneedtohaltthe

bleeding,she'sloosingtoomuchblood"

Thenursehandsmetheinstrument.

Itrytocontrolthebleeding

Me:"filltheinjectorswithadenosinedrug,soitcan

opensomeofthechannelstobeabletotransport

potassiumionsinandoutthecell"

IhavetoexplainwhatI'mdoingandwhyI'mdoingit

astherearestudentswhoarestillpracticing.

Shepassesmetheinjection

Iinjectitinthevein



Me:"okayIthinkwe'vedoneeverythingwecan,it's

timetocloseherup"

Istitchherup.

Me:"timetoswitchoffthepumpandwaitforher

hearttobeatforitself"

Theyswitchoffthemachinethatwascontrolling

herheartandlungsduringthesurgery.

Weallstandnexttothepatientwaitinganxiously

forhertotakeabreathe.

Istartpanickingassheseemstonotbebreathing

AssistingDoc:"doc,Ithinkweshouldputthe

machinebackbeforeweloseher"

Me:"No,wait,she'llbreath"

Westandsilentlynexttoher

*****

Ididn'tmeanforittocometothis"

Ikeepdiggingwithtearsstreamingdownmyface

"Ifyouhadjuststayedinyourlane,nonofthis



wouldbehappening"

Theholeisgettingdeeper

"Youpushedme,ItoldyouIwasnotgoodforyou,

butyoukeptcomingback,whycouldn'tyoujust

stayawayme,"

"IfyouhadjustranawaywhenIbeggedyouto,I

warnedyouaboutmyself!Somanytimes!Yousaw

thesigns,yousawthem!"

******

Me:"comeonNessayoucan'tdothistome...wake

up!!"

Ireverseawayfromthebody

Me:"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanto,I'mtryingtosaveyou,

please,wakeup"

"DoctorNhlabati,areyouokay?"

IlookattheNurse

Nurse:"thepatientisbreathing,yousavedherlife"

Ilookatthepatient



Nurse:"it'snotNessadoctor,it'sNicoleGoodwin"

Ilookatthepatient,it'snotNessa.

Me:"pleasecleanherupandtakehertoICU,well-

doneteam,youguysdidwell"

Inodatthem

Me:"excuseme"

Iwalkoutandheadtomyoffice.

ItakeadeepbreathasIgetin,withmyback

againstthedoor.

Me:"whatthefuckjusthappened?"

Itakeoffmydirtyscrubsthatarestainedwithblood

andplacetheminbigbin.

Ilookatmyhandswhicharefilledwithblood.My

heartstartsracinginfear.

Iquicklytakeofftheglovesandthrowthemaway.

Iheadouttogowashmyhands.

IscrubthemashardasIcantryingtogettheblood

offthem.Itdoesn'twannacomeoff.



"You'llscrapeyourskinoffifyoucontinuelikethat"

Ilookbesidesme

Me:"DrCohen"

Cohen:"areyousureyoudon'thaveOCD,theway

youwashingthosehands"

Ichuckle

Me:"No,I'msure,justhadalittledrystainthatwas

stubborn"

Shenods

DrCohen:"Isee,well,congratsonthesurgery,Ihear

itwasacomplicatedonebutyourpersistencywon

yetanotherheart"

Me:"thankyou,yeahwealmostlosther"

DrCohen:"weshoulddodrinkssometime"

Ilookather

DrCohen:"withothercollegesofcause,asagroup,

whatdoyousay?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,myscheduleisalwaysbusy,but



I'llletyouknowwhenI'mfree"

Shenods

Me:"I'mabouttoknockoff,soI'llseeyouguys

tomorroworifI'mneededlater"

DrCohen:"luckyyou,haveagoodday"

Me:"youtoo"

Iheadbacktomyoffice

Isitonthechairandburymyfaceinmyhands.My

headispoundinginpain.

Ilookatthepillsonthetable.

Itakethemandputoneinmymouth,Itakethe

waterbottleanddrinkthewater.

Acallcomesthroughmycell.

Itakeitandlookatthescreen.It'smom.

Me:"hellomah"

"Ngizokuphindayezwa!Wozala,ucabangaukuthi

ngiwubanminaheh!?"

Me:"mahhello,what'sgoingon?"



*Screams"

"Bongani!Please!I'msorry!"

IdropthecallandpackmystuffasquickasIcan.

Irunoutofthehospitalbuilding.

ThrowingeverythinginthebackseatIsteponit

andspeedhome.

Igrabmygunfromundermycarseatandheadin

thehouse.

Me:"leaveheralone!"

Icommandpointingmygunathimashehashis

handsaroundherneck

Me:"IpromiseyouDad,ifyoudon'tletgoofher,I

willblowyourbrainsoffrightnow!"

Heletshergo

Dad:"ubizainganekwizindabazethu?"

(Youcallachildtointerfereinourproblems?)

Me:"I'mwarningyouDad"



Hestepsawayandheadsoutbumpingmyshoulder

ontheway

Idropthegunandruntomompullingherintomy

arms.

Me(sorrowful):"Mah,ohmyGod,areyouokay?"

Shecriesmournfullyonmychest

Me:"momma,I'msorry,pleasedon'tcry"

Sheshakesherhead

Mom:"I'msorry,sorryyouhadtocomebacktothis

onceagain"

Me:"mahhIstilldon'tunderstandwhyyouhaven't

divorcedthisfool"

Sheremainsquietjustcryingsoftly

Icaressherface

Me:"letmegogetthekit"

Iheadtomycar,inthebootItakemyfirstaidkit,I

carryiteverywhere.



Itakecareofherwounds.

Me:"howmuchlongermomma,howmuchlonger

mustwejustwatchhimtreatyoulikethis,doyou

knowhowmuchthishasdestroyedus?Whyare

yousoafraidtoleavethisman,youdon'tneedhim,

IworkedsohardtobesuccessfulthinkingthatI'm

doingitforyousothatwewon'thavetodependon

him.Wehavethehospitalandtheclub.Yetyoustill

here.Why?"

Mom:"he'syourfatherlwandle,Ilovehim"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"youcan'tpossiblylovehim,it'simpossible"

Mom:"Ido,he'snotalwayslikethis"

Me:"whatkindofexampleishesettingforusmah?

Areyousayingit'sokayifwetreatourwomenlike

thattoo?Isitokaytobeatupourwives?"

Sheshakesherhead

Mom:"don'tyoueverdothat,youhearme!You

knowwhathappenedthelasttime?Itaughtyou

better"



Me:"butwhyareyoutoleratingit?"

Mom:"you'llunderstandsomeday.Ican'tleaveyour

father,formine,youandyourbrother'ssake"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"whenwillIunderstand?Whenyoudead?"

Mom:"thanksforcomingson,Icookedyourfavorite

meal,doyouwannastayoverfordinner?"

Sheshiftsthesubject.

Isighlookingather,myheartbeatsforthiswoman.

Me(smiles):"didyoubakeyourfamouschocolate

cake?"

Mom:"youbetIdid"

Shelaysakissonmyforeheadandgetsup,

disappearingtothekitchen.

Icleanupthebrokenglassonthefloor.

Idon'tknowhowI'vebecomeusedtothisreally.

I'vetriedreportinghim,butthere'snojusticein

southAfricaandcorruptiondominates.Iliveand

workforhimforthesakeofmymother.



Healsohasalotofthingshecanuseagainstme,

whichgiveshimthepowertocontrolmylifeaswell

andmybrother's.

Ijustwishkillinghimwasanoption,butIdon'thave

thegutstotakealife.Iprefersavinglives,yetI

can'tsavemymother's.

.

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

.

Wearechillingoutsidedoingthewashingwithmy

sisterwhilemomisbusyinthegarden.

Me:"faneleengabeuAmahleowashalezimpahla,

futhingabeuziwashakamnandileemfuleni...mxm

yabanehlanhlaleyanja"



(ItshouldbeAmahledoingthislaundry,andshe'd

bedoingitnicelyfarbytheriver....thatbustardgot

lucky)

Thandile:"wenaikuhlulanganvele?"

(Whyisitsohardtodoityourself?)

Iclickmytongueather

Me:"yazwena,ubuyeubhayize,uyafananje

noAmahle"

(Youknowyoucanbestupidsometimes,youno

differentfromAmahle)

Thandile:"kunconongibenjengoAmahlekunoba

ngibenjengawe"

(I'dratherbelikeAmahlethanbelikeyou)

Ilaughather

Me:"yazngiyamangalaukuthisingamawelendlela

leesingafaningayo"

(Itamazesmethatwetwins,wearesodifferent

fromeachother)

Thandile:"angazukuthiyindabaukhohlakelekanje



ninoMah,yindaba?Whyninehliziyoezimnyama

kangaka?"

(Idon'tknowwhyyousoeviltogetherwithmom,

why?Whydoy'allhavesuchbitterdarkhearts?)

Irollmyeyesather

Me:"ngelinyeilangauyosibonga,sizophumala,

sizophilaimpiloemnandi"

(Onedayyouwillthankus,we'llmakeitoutofhere,

we'llliveagoodlife)

Thandile:"mxxm"

Ilaughandstarthummingasong

"Thulile!Thandile!Wozanibo!"

Wegetupandruntowardsthehouse

Wefindmeninthelounge

Thandile&I:"sanibonani"

Theygreetusback

Me:"mah,kwenzakalani?"

Mom:"hlalaniphansi"



(Sitdown)

Wegositbesideher

Man:"sithunyelweyinkosi,angaznobabesenizwile

ukuthi,inkosiifunaumfazi"

(Weweresentbytheking,Idon'tknowifyouheard

thatheislookingforawife)

Thesearenotthesamementhatcamethefirst

time.Thistimeit'stheactualNduna(tribal

councilor)ofthevillagethatishereandanother

respectedmanwhoworksbesidestheking.

Mom(confused):"hawu,besizwile,phelabafika

amadodaamabilibethunyweyinkosi,bathatha

inganeyamuAmahle"

(Yeswedidhear,thatiswhytwomencamehere

andtheychosetotakemyyoungerdaughter

Amahle)

Theylookateachother

Mom:"phelathinabesesilindeukumemwa

emshadweni"

(Wewerejustwaitingtobeinvitedtothewedding)



Nduna:"ayimama,thinaasiyazileositshelayona,

inkosiiyaqalaukuthumelaukuthisizoyikhethela

umfazi.Akhomfaziekhethiwe,kuyimasizokhetha"

(Nomam,wedon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout,

thisisthefirsttimethekinghassentusouttogo

chooseawife,thereisnowifethatwaschosenby

theking.It'sonlynowthathe'schoosing)

Icovermymouth,sowhowerethosemenwho

cametofetchAmahle?Theydonotworkforthe

king!?

Mom:"aiaicha,obanipholabobhutiebabefike

lakwamibezofunaumfazi,bazebathibafuna

itshitshielifundile"

(Nonono,thenwhoarethemenwhocametomy

housetochooseawife?Theyevensaidtheywanta

virginwhoiseducated?)

Theyshaketheirheads

Nduna:"inkosiibingekeithumelenomaubani

azokhethaumfazi,ngaphandlekwami,nobabu

Mavundlalaeduzekwam"



(Thekingwouldneversendanyonetochoosea

wifeforhimbesidesmeandMavundlaherenextto

me)

Momhangsherarmsoverherhead

Thandile:"uphiphouAmahle?Bamusephi!?"

(WhereisAmahlethen?Wheredidtheytakeher!?)

Theyshrugtheirshoulders

Nduna:"ngicabangaukuthinitsotsiwe,kumele

nixhumanenamaphoyisangaloludaba"

(Ithinky'allhavebeendeceived,youneedto

contactthepoliceaboutthissituation)

MomandIlookateachother.

Afterwhatwedidlastnight,onlytofindthatshe

actuallyhasbeenkidnapped.

Wesoldhertothewrongpeople!

.

.

.



******

“Mistakesareafactoflife.Itistheresponseto

errorthatcounts.Whatisdonecannotbeundone”

*****Tobecontinued****"

.

.
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Mom(crying):"ohhinganeyamkodwa,ngizoqala

kuphiukumbheka"

(Ohhmychild,wherewillIstartlookingforher)

Thandile:"iphuthalakholonkeleli!"

(Thisisallyourfault!)

Shestormsouttheroom.

Nduna:"siyaxolisangokwenzekile,sizozamangakho

konkeokusemandleniukunisizangaloludaba"

(Wesorryfortheunfortunateevent,wewilldoall

wecantohelpyouwiththis)

Mom(wipinghertears):"siyabonga,kodwakeuma

inkosiifunaumfaziseningathathananguuThulile,

uyenaengithembaukuthiangakwaziukuyiphatha

kahleinkosi'

(Thankyou..butifthekingneedsawife,Itrustmy

daughterThuliletofulfillthedutiesoftakingcareof

thekingwell)



Nduna:"aisibongilengiyathembaukuthiinkosi

izomjabulela,nkosazane,sizokulandakhona

kusasa,akuyonaindlelainkosiekumeleikhethe

ngayoumfazile,bekumelesimemezonkeizintombi

esigodinibeseintokaziizokhethwaiNdlovukazi

omdala"

(Wethankyou,thekingwillbehappy,franklythisis

notthewaythekingissupposedtochoosehiswife,

weweresupposedtoinvitegirlsfromalloverthe

villageandtheKing'smotherwasgoingtochoose

theonewhoisfit)

Mom:"ngiyabona,phoyindabakungeziwanga

kanjalo?"

(Isee,sowhywasn'titdonethatway?)

Nduna:"asaziukuthiiNkosiingenweyini,ifuna

intokaziyala'ekhaya,akhukhokeukuthi

simnqabele"

(Wedon'tknowwhatgotintothekingbuthewants

awomanfromthishome,andthere'snorefusing

theKing'swishes)

Momnods



Theystandontheirfeet

Nduna:"sesicelaukubayindlela"

(We'llbeonourwaynow)

Mom:"okay,sibongileke"

(Thankyou)

Nduna:"ngifisaukuthiniyitholeindodakaziyakho"

(Wehopeyoufindyourdaughter)

Mom(sadtone):"sengibekeithembalam

kwamaphoyisanonkulunkulu"

(MyhopeisonthepoliceandGod)

Theyshaketheirheadssadlyandwalkout

Weleftlookingateachother

Me:"sizokwenzaningoAmahlemah?"

(WhatwillwedoaboutAmahlemom?)

Mom:"akhukhoesingakwenzamanje,uAmahle

sesimenzeumhlatshelo,uSaqwithiuzokwenza

akuthandayongaye,angambulalanokumbulala

amfunzeinyokayakhe...(tearful)awuukodwa



ngenganeyami"

There'snothingwecando,we'vealreadysacrificed

AmahleandSaqwithicandowhatevershewants

withher,shemightevenkillherandfeedherbody

tohersnake...ohhhmychild)

Me:"kumelesiyomncengamahuSaqwithi"

(WehavetogopleedwithSaqwithi)

Mom:"osekwenzekilesewenzekileasikwazi

ukukjikisa,uzwileukuthiutheni,asikwaziukujikisa

umhlatshelonomaisiqalekiso"

(What'sdoneisdoneitcannotbeundone,you

heardwhatshesaid,youcannotreverseasacrifice

oracurse)

Isighandsitback

Me:"sizothinimanje?"

(Whatarewegoingtodonow?)

Mom:"faneleuqinesisi,uzobayindlovukazimanje,

angithiyolokhoubukufuna?Isikhathisesifikile,

sesizophilakamnandimanje"



(Youhavetobestronghun,youwillbeQueennow,

isn'titwhatyouwanted?

Thetimehasnowcome,wewillnowliveabetter

life)

"OhhninanithakatheuAmahle?Yindabamah?

WanenzaniuAmahlekangaka?Heh?"

(SoyouguysbewitchedAmahle?Whymom?What

hasAmahleeverdonetoyou?Huh?)

Mom:"awukahleThandile,angithibesingaziukuthi

akathathangwayinkosi,manjeuthisenzeni?"

(GiveusabreakThandile,wedidn'tknowshewas

nottakenbytheking,sowhatmustwedonow?)

Thandile:"everydoghasitsdaymama,ngelinye

ilangakonkelokuthakathakwenukuyobuyela

kunina"

(Onedayallyourcurseswillcomebacktohaunt

you)

Shestormsoffonceagain

Mom:"ayiuyaphaphausisiwakho,ungamnaki,

masesinomuziethekwinisiphilakamnandiuyena



ozusibongakuqala"

(Yoursisteristooforward,don'tmindher,whenwe

livinginanicehouseinDurbanenjoyingthegood

life,she'llbethefirsttothankus)

Me(sighs):"yah,othingiyolungisaizintozam"

(Yeah,letmegoarrangemystuff)

.

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Ijustfinishedmakingdinner.

MyhusbandiscomingbacktonightandIsuredid

misshim.Iwanthimtocomehometoanice



homemademeal.

Idon'treallyknowhowtocookanythingelse

besidesriceandchickenorpastaandmeatballs.

I'vealreadysetthetable,Ilitonsomecandles,I

wannasetaromanticmood.

We'veneverhadsexeversincewegotmarried,but

that'sabouttochangetoday.

Ihaveonasexylingerie,I'mnotevengoingtocover

itupwithagownI'llservehimwhileonlywearingit

on,forseductivereasons.

Afteranhourthefoodhasalreadygottencold.I

triedcallinghimbuthe'snotpickingupmycalls.

IblowoutthefirstcandlewhenIhearthedoor

opening.

Ilititbackon.

Hemakeshiswaytotheroomwhilepassingthe

dinningroom,oblivioustothesetup.

Me:"baby!Imadeyoudinner"

Hestopswalkingashewasabouttodisappearinto



theroom.

Helooksatmeupanddownthenlooksatthetable.

Noah:"oh"

Me:"yeah,come,let'seat,youmustbetiredand

hungry"

Noah:"okay,letmegoputawaymystufffirstand

changeintosomethingcomfortable"

Me:"okay"

Hewalksintheroom.

Itakeourcoveredfoodandgowarmitup,he

comesbackdownafterawhile.

Noah:"youdidn'thavetodoallthis"

Me(smiling):"Idid,I'myourwifeafterall"

Noah(smiles):"wellthankyouwife"

Iblushbitingmylip.

Westartdiggingin,hecoughsholdinghismouth,

hetakesatissueandspitsthefoodouthismouth.

Me(frowns):"what'sthematter?"



Hecontinuestocoughashegulpsdownthewinein

hisglass

Noah:"I'msorry,uhmImust'veforgottentoblowmy

foodbeforeputtinginmymouth,Iburntmytongue"

Iputaspoonfulinmymouthandit'snoteventhat

hot.

Me(chewing):"okay,sorryaboutthat"

Hechuckles

Noah:"it'sokay"

Hedrinkshiswineagain

Noah:"uhm,Ididn'twannaberude,butIpassed

mom'splacebeforecominghere,andshefedme

alot,honestly,I'mreallystuffed,canIbeexcused?"

Me:"ofcause,I'llberightuptojoinyou"

Hegetsupandheadstotheroom.

Iblowoffthecandlesandmakemywayupstairs.

Ifindhimchillingonthebedwithhislaptoponhis

lap.



Thismanofmineisaworkaholic,alwaysonhis

laptop.

ItakeitandputitonthesideasIgetontopofhim

Me:"Imissedyou"

Noah:"Iwasbusywiththat"

Me:"Iknow,butyou'vebeenworkingawayfrom

homeallweek,Ineedyoutoworkonmenow"

Imovemyfacecloserandkisshislips

Hekissesmeback.

Itakeoffhisshirt,hegoeswiththeflow.

Finally!He'sbeingeasytoday.

Me(whispers):"pleasemakelovetome"

Heopensthedrawandtakesoutcondoms.

Hetakesoffhispantsandhisdickpointsrightat

me.

Myeyeswiden,wowhe'sbig,IguesstheNhlabati

menareblessed.

Hegetsontopandentersmewithoutanytease



Me:"aahhh!"

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

.

Ithasbeenalongdayandnight.

I'mgladitnowover,thankGodtheydidn'toverwork

usonourfirstday.

Iseriouslyfeltuncomfortableservingpeoplewhile

halfnaked.

Theuniformshowsalotofskin.

Ihatehowthemenlookatus,likedogslookingata

pieceofmeathungrily.



Themakeupandthefakehairtheyputonus

doesn'thelp,it'sliketheywantthosemenlookingat

uslikethat.

Thisjobmakesmefeelsocheapanddisgusting.

ThewayCandicewasimpressedbymydancing

scaredme,IhopethisdoesnotmeanI'llbe

promotedtodancingsoonerthanlater.

Ishould'vemesseduponpurpose.

I'minbedandI'mnotfeelingwellatall.

Idon'tknowwhatIshoulddotogetthatdrug.I

needit,mybodycan'ttakeitanymore.

ThedooropensandDerekmakeshiswayin.

Idon'tlikethefactthatthismanhasthekeystoour

roomsandhecancomeinandoutashepleases.

Whatifhelockshimselfinwithmeandtriesto

sleepwithme?

WhowillIcryto?Whowillhelpme?

Ijustdon'ttrusthim,thewayhelooksatmeisno



differentfromthosemenweserveattheclub.

Whatishedoingherethislateanyway?

Derek:"hey,Iboughtyourbagsforyou,Ineedyouto

takethingsthatarevaluabletoyou,exceptforyour

clothes,younotallowedtowearyouroldclothes"

Heputsmytornbackonthebed.

Ididn'tthinktheyhadmybag,howcantheyeven

thinkthere'ssomethingvaluablehere,Iwasnever

worthgettingsomethingvaluablefor.

Icheckmybaganyway.

Ifindmyforms,it'smyacceptancelettersfromthe

universities.

Itakethemoutthengivehimbacktheback.

Heopensthedoorandtwoladieswalkinwithbig

suitcases,twooneachhand.

Theyleavethemonthefloorthenheadout

Derek:"theseareyournewthingsthatyou'llneed"

Me:"thankyou"



Derek:"Ihopeyou'vealreadyhadyoursupper?"

Me(nods):"yes,IIhave"

Derek:"okay,goodnightthen"

Me:"night"

Hewalksout,hedoesn'tlockthedoor.

Ilookatthedoorandnoticeheleftthekeysforme.

Iguessheforgotthem.

Ithelockthedoormyself.

Iopenthesuitcases,Ican'tbelievethis,somany

clothesandshoes.

Ismellthem,theyarenewindeed.

There'salsonicepairsofunderwear.

Thesearereallynicepantiesandbras

There'salsotoiletriesincludingnicecolognes.

Thesethingslookexpensive.

Wow,I'veneverhadsomeonebuymenewclothes

before.

Ifeeltearsthreatenme,I'veneverownedmostof



thethingsthattheyboughtformehere.

It'stoomuchandI'mconfusedonwhetherIshould

begrateful,causeIstilldon'tlikethefactthatI'm

here,butIlikethewayI'mtreated.

I'mhavingmixedemotions.

Iexcitedlytryonmynewunderwear.

Ilookatmyselfonthemirror.

Me:"Thulile,howdoesthisunderwearlookonme?"

Ismilewithattitude

Me:"Iknowright,itsuitsme"

Ilaughatmyselfandwipeatearthatmanagedto

escape.

IwishIcouldflauntmynewclothesthewaythey

flauntedtheirsonme.

Itakeofftheunderwearandputonmynew

pyjamas.

Ipackmystuffneatlyinthebigclosest

Aknockcomesthroughmydoor.



Istandnexttothedoor.

Me:"wwhooisit?"

"It'sme"

Iopenthedoorandweattackeachotherwithahug

Me:"whatareyyoudoinghere?"

Presh:"theyleftthekeys"

Me:"foryoutoo!?"

Shenodsmakingherwaytomybed

Presh:"wow,yourroomisbeautiful"

Me:"andyour?"

Presh:"it'sthesameasyours,youalsogotnew

clothes?"

Igositnexttoher

Me:"yeah"

Presh:"theybeingtoonicetous,itscaresme"

Me:"atleastweknowwwwhattheywantfromus

now"



Presh:"justimagine,havingourvirginitybrokento

anoldmanwho'sprobablymarried,andgetmoney

inreturn"

Me(sighs):"definitelynnotthewayIimaginedit

wouldbe"

Presh:"anddoyouthinkthey'llcareaboutbeing

gentle?Nope.IthinkIhaveanideathough"

Ishrugmyshoulderscuriousonwhatshehasto

say

Presh:"itwillbeawhilebeforewegetpromotedto

thatlevelofsleepingwithmen.Whatifweusethis

timetogetboyfriends"

Shehasmeconfusedasachameleoninabagof

Skittles

Me:"hhhowwillthathelp?"

Presh:"well,ifwehaveboyfriends,we'llbeina

relationshipwiththem,they'llloveandtreatuswell,

becausethey'llclaimtobein"love"withus,then

whenit'stimetohavesexwiththem,they'llbe

gentleandromantic,probablygiveusabetter



experiencethanhavingsexwithastrangerwho'll

dowhateverhewantsroughlyandthrowmoneyat

us"

Ilookatherforawhiletryingtodigestwhatshe

justsaid

Me:"wwhatwillbethedifference,ththey'llstillbe

roughandthrowmoneyatuseitherway,we'llstill

feelcheapanddisgusting"

Presh:"youdon'tgetwhatI'msaying,I'msayinglet's

getboyfriends,who'llpavethewayforus,Ihear

breakingvirginityisapainfulexperience,let'sat

leastdoitwithpeoplewho'llhaveourfeelingsin

interest,who'llmaketheexperiencebetter,sothat

whenthetimecomestosleepwiththosemen,we

willnotfeelmuchpain,wecan'tletthemtakeour

prideandjoywhiletheytakeourdignity"

Me:"mmh,boyfriends?WhatiiffIdon'tfind

someoneIlove?"

Presh:"it'snotaboutfindingsomeoneyoulove,it's

aboutfindingsomeonewho'llloveyou"

Me:"hhowwillIdothat?Haveyousseenme?"



Hereyeswiden

Presh:"Yes!Therealquestionis,haveyouseen

yourself?YoubeautifulAmahle,it'llbeeasyforyou

togetaboyfriend,andifyouhavingproblems,I'll

helpyou"

Me:"IIdon'tknowpresh,findingaguy,ifithappens

hedoesfallinlovewithme..bbutI'llbeusinghim

justtogetagoodexperiencewithsex?That'snot

howIimaginedgettingmyfirstboyfriend"

Shegiggles

Presh:"first?You'veneverdatedbefore?"

Ishakemyhead

Presh:"I'msorrybabe,inmymindthisideamade

sense,it'sprobablyabadidea.It'sjustIdidn'twant

ustogiveourvirginitytopeoplewho'llprobablynot

evencareaboutusorhowwefeel.

Iwasthinkingofallthatpain,Iwantourfirsttimeto

bespecial.Evenifwedon'tlovetheguys,butthey'll

loveusandthey'llwanttomakeitthebest

experienceforus"



Sheismakingsensethemoreshetalks.

Evenifit'snottheidealwayIthoughtI'dlosemy

virginity,Ididn'teventhinkI'dloseitthissoon,I

thoughtmaybewhenI'minmytwentieswhenI'm

donewithmydegree,withmyboyfriendwhomwe

wouldhavebeendatingforsevenyearsthroughout

varsity.Thenwe'dgetmarriedaftertwoyears

working.

Theninourearlythirtieswe'dstartafamily.

YeahwellIguessIcanforgetaboutthat.

Guessitwasalljustafairytale,therealworldhad

otherplansforme.

Presh:"it'sokayifyouthinkit'sabadidea,justthink

aboutitthough"

Me:"I'llthinkaboutit"

Presh:"letmehelpyouwiththese"

Shehelpsmearrangemycloset,whilesheinsistsI

tryonsomeoftheclothesforher.

Sheteachesmehowtowalkwithheals,



Ikeepfallingandwe'dlaughathowterribleIam.

.

.

.

.

Thenextmorning

Noah

.

.

.

"Baby!I'mcumming!"

Ibustinherandshereleasesaswell.

Ikissherlipsandgetoffher

Lulama:"woowIcouldgetusedtobeingwokenup

likethis"

Me:"you'vebeenpatientenoughwithme,you

deserveit"



Iheadtothebathroom.

Thisbitchhasbeensleepingaround,she'stoo

looseforsomeonewhohasn'tbeengettinganyfor

monthsnow.

Iwipemyselfandthrowthecondominthebin,I

lookinthebinforawhileasInoticeanother

condom.

Mysuspicionshavebeenconfirmedshe'ssleeping

around.

Whatagitatesmeisthatshe'sdoingitinmybed,

that'sjustpuredisrespect.

Ihatebeingdisrespected.

Itakeashower.

AfterawhileIwalkbacktotheroomandgetmyself

readyforwork

Lulama:"baby?"

Me:"mmh?"

Lulama:"sowhenareyoutakingmetoParislikeyou

promised?"



Me:"don'tworryaboutitbabe,verysoon"

Lulama:"Ijustcan'twait"

Shecomestowardsmeandwrapsherhands

aroundmefrombehind.

Lulama:"Imissedyousomuch,Iwassolonely

withoutyou"

IremoveherarmsfrommeasIdressup.

Me:"lonelyhuh?"

Shesitsbackonthebed

Lulama:"yesbabe,wellBlairwascompany

sometimesbutit'snotthesame"

Me:"right"

(Silence)

Iputonmyshirt

Me:"haveyouheardanythingfromvarsity?Have

youbeenacceptedanywhere?"

Lulama:"ohthat,Ihaven'tchecked,I'llaskDad"

Ishakemyhead



Me:"isyourDadtheonegoingtouniversity?When

willyoustarttakingyourfutureseriouslyLulama?"

Sherollshereyesasshesinksinbed

Lulama:"Iamtakingitseriously,I'llcheckokay"

Me:"whatdidyouapplytostudy?"

Lulama:"Iappliedformediastudies"

Me:"and?"

Lulama:"mysecondchoicewaspublic

administration"

Me:"areyounotinterestedinLaw?ImeanPadmis

relatedtolaw,whydon'tyoujustdoLaw?Or

medicine?OrgointoEconomics?Youknow,a

degreethat'lltakeyoufarreallyquick?"

Lulama:"I'mnotinterestedinallthat,it'stoomuch

work"

Me:"ismediasomethingyoupassionateabout?"

Sheshrugshershoulders

Me:"isthereanythingyoupassionateabout?"



Lulama:"thisconversationisboringme"

IsighasIsitontheedgeofthebedandputonmy

shoes.

Inoticesomethingshinypeekingfromunderthe

bed.

Igrabit,it'sawatch.

Iturntolookather

Me:"who'sisthis?"

Shesitsup

Lulama:"IIdon'tknow...isitnotyours?"

Me(chuckles):"firstacondominmybathroomnow

thisundermybed?Youarereallydisrespectingme

aren'tyou?"

Ithrowittoher

Igetupandtakemystuff

Me:"we'lldealwiththiswhenIgetbackfromwork"

Ithrowmythingsinthecaranddriveoff.

.



.

.
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Me:"thankyou,it'sgooddoingbusinesswithyou"

Him:"likewise,we'llkeepintouch"

Hemakeshiswayout

Isitbackdownonmychairandbreathout

Itakemyphoneandmakeacall

"Ntwanayam"

(Lilbro)

Me:"what'sGuccibaby..youknowtheviiibes!"

Heburstintolaughter

"it'sallGuccibaby,what'spuppywittuniggar"

Me:"it'sallvibesmanwevibing"

"That'swhat'supbro"

Me(laughing):"youanidiotthough"

"(Laughing)Youabadinfluence"

Me:"yeahwhateverman,Icalledyouforbusiness"

"AndhereIthoughtmylilpukununubrothermissed



me"

Me:"fuckyoumanwhoyoucallingpukununu?"

"Youdidn'tmindwhenyouwerestillababy"

Me:"doIlooklikeababynow?"

"Welllyouarestillmybabybrother"

Me:"mxmwhatever,areyoubackfromyour

somethingcameuptrip?"

"Yeahdroveupyesterday"

Me:"ohhokay,Iguesswecouldmeetuplaterand

discussbusiness,Ihavegoodnews"

"It'sadate...justnamethetimeandplace"

Me:"Idon'tknow,howabouttheclub?It'sSaturday

afterall?"

"It'scoolwithme"

Me:"I'llseeyoulaterthen"

"Yeah,Ialsohavesomethingtotellyou,it'snot

goodnewsthough"

Me:"thenIguesswe'llneedsomestrongdrinks



eitherway"

"Yeah,letmegetbacktowork"

Me:"okay,shap"

"Loveyoubro"

Me:"yehyehstopwiththatalready,Iknowokay"

"Ohsoyounotgoingtosayitback?"

Me:"jeezman,Istanyoutoo,bye!"

HelaughsasIhanguponhim

Ishakemyheadlaughing.

ThisguystilltreatsmelikethelittlebrotherIwas

yearsago,whenIwasscaredandhewastheone

alwaysprotectingmefrombullies.

IguessIunderstandwhyhe'sstilllikethis,he

practicallyfatheredme.

Whiledadwasbusybeatingmom,focusedonhis

thughustle,alwaysattractinggangfightstoour

neighborhood,puttingourlivesatriskandbusy

goinginandoutofprison.



He'stheonewhotaughtmehowtostandupfor

myself,hetriedtomakesureIdidn'tgettowitness

whatdadwasdoingtomombyhidingmeinthe

roomandmakinguscloseourearswhilewesing

outloud.

Ourbondasbrothersrunsverydeep.

ThatiswhylulamaandIaresowrongbydoing

behindhisbackandIshouldseriouslyendit.

ButIalwaysfindmyselfgoingbacktoher.

It'sjustwehadarelationshiptogetherbeforewe

knewshewasgoingtomarrymybrother.When

theygotmarriedwewassupposedtoofficially

breakupandwedid,thenIdon'tknowwhat

happened.

AcallcomesthroughIpickitup

"Lowell?"

Thinkofthedevil

Me:"heysexy"



"Wehaveaproblem"

Me:"whatisit?"

"Noahfoundyourwatch,itwasunderthebed!Shit

I'mpanicking!Whatifhewantsadivorce!?"

Isitup

Me:"thefuckLulu?Howdidn'tyoustumbleuponit

whilecleaningyourroom?"

"Thehelpercleansnotme..Lowell!He'sgoingto

leaveme,(crying)Ican'taffordtolosehimLowell"

Myheartsinksatherwords.

IthoughtIwastheoneshecouldn'taffordtolose?

Me:"it'snotlikeyoureallylovedhimanyway"

"Whatareyoutalkingabout,IloveNoah,Ican'tlose

himLowell,whatamIgoingtodo?"

Me:"TheactualfuckLulama?Youtold

me...(sighs)...okay,whatdidhesay?"

"Hesaidhe'lldealwithmeafterwork"

Me:"don'tworryhewon'tdivorceyou,evenifhe



wantedto,soyouwon'tlosehim"

Shesighsrelieved

Me:"he'llprobablygiveyousomesortof

punishmentthough,itwon'tbeaniceone"

"Anythingaslongashewon'tleaveme"

Me(scoffs):"yeahwellgoodluckwithwhatever

explanationyouwilltellhim,butwhateveryousay,

keepmynameoffyourlips"

"WhatamIsupposedtosay,please,helpme,I'm

panicking"

Me:"youabiggirlLuluyou'llfigureitout,justkeep

mynameoutofit"

Shesighs

"Ithoughtyouweregoingtohelpme"

Me:"youcantellhimthatyouboughtthewatchfor

him,youthoughtyoumissedplaceditandyouwere

goingtogiveittohimwhenhegetsback"

"OkayIcouldworkwiththat,butwhataboutthe

condom?Hefoundusedcondominthebin"



Isighdefeated

Me:"shitlulama,didn'tyouhidethetracks?You

knewthatyoucheatingdidn'tyoucheckifthere

wasn'tanythingthat'llgetyoubusted?"

"(Tearfully)stopshoutingatme,Icalledyoutohelp

mecauseyouarealsopartofthisasIam"

Me:"fuck!Wellyoucouldpaythehelpertoconfess

thatshehadsexinyourbedwhileyouweregone,

sheboughtherboyfriendoverandtheyhadsex,

shedisposedthecondominyourbinandforgotto

throwitout"

"Yeah,that'sageniusideaLowell,that'swhyIlove

you,IknewIcouldcountonyou"

Me:"yeahwhatever,mybrotherisnotanidiot,so

youshouldmakeitreallybelievable,andstart

rehearsingyouractingskills"

"Okay,Ilov....

Ihangup

IbrushmyhandsovermyfaceasIsinkinmychair

.



.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

.

"Howaboutthatguy?"

Me:"No,notinterested"

Presh:"uhhhthatguyishot"

Me:"hhelookslikehe'sttoofullofhimself...ddidyou

seehowhe'sbeenrudelyaddressingtheother

waitresses?"

Shehuffs

Presh:"comeonAmahle,we'vebeenatthissince

morning,youknowyoucan'tbetoopickyright?



Causeyoucan'texpectloveatfirstsightinthe

situationwein"

Me:"Ihhatethis,Idon'twantaboyfriendrightnow,

aallIwantistogetoutofhereandgostudyssssoI

cansavepeople'slives"

Shestandsinfrontofmeandputsherhandsonmy

shoulders.

Presh:"IknowhlehleandIwantthesameforyou

andmyself.Butweinthismessnow,let'sfocuson

survivingthisplacefirst,oncewe'velearntsurvival,

we'llfindawayoutI'msure"

Ilookawayfromher

Me(sighs):"lllet'sgetbacktowork,bbeforewefind

outwhattheydotoslackers"

Wegoaboutourdifferentwaysassheheadstothe

restaurantareatocollectsomegrilledmeattoserve,

whileIheadtothebar.

Me:"I'dliketwovodkamartinisandthreevodka

watermeloncocktails"

"Comingrightup"



Ileanagainstthebartablewaitingforthedrinks

"Pssst"

Ilookatmynails,Ishouldgetthemcut,they've

growntobetoolongformylicking

"Psssteydarkie"

Ilookbesidesme,there'saguyssmilingatme.

Hesignalsmetocometohim

Imouth"I'mbusy"

Heputshishandstogetherpleading.

Ishouldprobablygouptohim,he'sacustomer

afterall.

Iwalkuptohim

Me:"canIhelpyou?"

Him:"Yes,Iwantedtoknowonwhichdaysdoyou

dostripping,I'dlovetocomewatchyou"

MyjawalmostdropsbutIholditinposition.

Ican'tbelievehecalledmeforsomethingsostupid.

Me:"II'mnotinthatdepartment"



Him:"awwbummer,I'dcomeeverydaytowatch

you"

"Yourdrinks!"

Ilookbackatthebartender

Me:"Ihhavetogo"

Him:"whenyoudone,pleasedocometakemy

order"

Inodthenwalkaway.Icanfeelhiseyespeirce

throughmyskinasheblowsawhistle.

Me:"thanksJustin"

Justin:"youlookedpissed,wasthatmangivingyou

trouble?"

Me:"yyouknowhowtheyare"

Justin:"Ishouldclaimyousotheycanbackoff"

Me(chuckles):"nnoothatwon'tbenecessary"

Justin:"whynot,we'dmakeakillercouple,plusI'll

alwaysbeheretoprotectyoufromthese

predictors"



Heflashesasmileatme,IshakemyheadasIgoto

servethegroupofgirlsintheirseats.

Me:"yourdrinkladies"

"Thankyou"

Iturntowalkaway

"Whatthefuck!?"

Iturnbacktolookatthem,afeweyeslookedtheir

way

Me:"iiistheresomethingwrong?"

Lady1:"weaskedforthreevodkamartinisandtwo

vodkawatermeloncocktails,yougaveusthetotal

opposite,ontopofthatyoutookyourownsweet

timewithourdrink!"

She'sraisinghervoice,sincethemusicintheclub

isloudsheonlyattractedafeweyes.

Me:"III'msssoosorry...III'llgogetyourvodka

martini"

Lady2"AndI'mnotpayingforthisextradrink!"

Lady2:"arghshecan'tevenspeakproperly,so



unprofessional"

Iwalkawaywithatalebetweenmylegs

Me:"Justin,IIkindammessedupthedrinks,

plpleasegivemeoneextramartini"

Justin:"don'tworry,thesethingshappenallthe

time"

Hesaysmixingthedrinks

Me:"iiffshecomplaines,what'sgonnahappento

me?"

Justin:"you'llprobablygetawordfromthebossbut

nothingmajor,causethesethingshappenallthe

time,relax"

Myhandsarenowshakinglikecrazy

Me:"yousurethebbosswon'tbeatmeup?"

Justin:"hellno,itdoesn'tworkthatwayaroundhere"

Ishakemyhead.WhyareyousoclumsyAmahle,

thesepeoplepracticallyownme,theycandoas

theypleasewithme.

Peopleinchargehateclumsypeoplelikeme.I'll



definitelygetaslapacrossmyface.Ishould

actually,it'llmakemefeelbetterformessingup

Justin:"Amahle!?"

Istartleandlookupathim

Justin:"thedrink"

Me:"oh,thanks"

Ishylywalkbacktothegroupofgirlsandgivethem

theirdrinks.

TheygivemenastylooksasIturnandheadbackto

thebar.

.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.



Wemakeourwaytoourprivatespot.

Bythevvipsection,it'swhereweusuallychill,ifwe

hangingwiththeguys.

There'safewguyswiththeirwomen.

Wegositattheotherend

Lowell:"areyoufeelingtheviiibesbro"

Ilaugh

Me:"letthedrinkscomeupbro,Ineedadrink"

Lowell:"Candicewillbeuphereanyminutenowwith

them"

Asongplaysloudlythroughouttheclub

Welookateachother

Lowell:"IsaidthatI'mmarideformymotherfuckin'

nigga"

Me:"MostlikelyI'mmadiewithmyfingeronthe

trigger"

Lowell:"I'vebeengrindinoutsidealldaywithmy

niggas"



Me:"AndIain'tgoin'inunlessI'mwithmyniggas"

Wegetupandstartdancingtoit

Me:"Myniggamynigga"

Lowell:"myniggamynigga"

Mynigga,mynigga(mymotherfuckin'niggas)

Mynigga,mynigga(mynigga,mynigga)

Mynigga,mynigga

Duh

Me:"Firstthing'sfirstIloveallmyniggas

ThisrapshitcrackedandIinvolvemyniggas"

Lowell:"Youlookin'forsomelean,lemmecallmy

nigga"

Me:"Hesellitforthehigh,Ineedallminesnigga"



Lowell:"Someniggassmokesmoke,someniggas

drinkdrank"

Me:"Gotniggasontheblockwiththeglockthat

don'tthink"

Wesinganddancethroughoutthewhole

Lowell:"Myniggas,myniggas

Ineedasetofwings'causeI'mtoofly,nigga"

Me:"AndI'mallaboutmybusinesslikeasuitandtie

nigga

Irideformyniggas"

Welaughandaswefistandshoulderbumpbefore

sittingdown

Wenoticeafeweyeslookingourway



Lowell:"that'sourjamman"

Me:"Iseeyoustillgotthemoves"

Lowell:"it'sbeenawhilebutwestillgotit"

Candice:"hereareyourdrinks"

Sheputsthemonthetablebetweenus.

Myeyeslandonherassasshebentoverwithher

backonme.

Me:"areyoutryingtoseducemeCandy?"

Shegigglesasshestandsupstraight

Candice:"No,that'snotwhatI'mdoing"

Lowell:"sheknowsthatshehasanassfordays"

Sherollshereyessmiling

Candice:"I'msorrybutIwon'tbeavailabletoserve

youmoredrinksfortherestofthenight,I'mbooked

atthestage"

Lowell:"noproblemCandy,howaboutyouaskone

ofthenewbiestoserveus"

Me:"ohhyes,I'dliketomeetoneofthem,Ihaven't



metthemyet...aretheygood?Settlingwell?How

muchdidyougetthemfor?"

Lowell:"ohyeahwehaven'thadthisconversation

yet"

Candice:"I'llgocalloneofthemtoservey'allwith

yourusuals?"

Lowell:"yes,please"

Sheswaysherasshedisappearstothecrowd,my

eyeslandbackatLowellwhoalsohaswondering

eyes.

Lowell:"sheesh,Candiceneh"

Me:"youlookingatitasifyou'veneverhitityet?"

Lowell:"she'swalkingasifshestillwantsmore"

IchuckleasIgrabmyglassofwhiskey.

Igulpitdownandtakemyotherglassandtakea

siponit.

Me:"tellmeallaboutbusiness,what'spuppy?"

Hechortlesashetakesasiponhisdrink.



Lowell:"IgotthreegirlsfromKZN,theystillyoung

andveryfresh.Theywerequiteexpensivebutworth

it.Alotofourregularswerealreadycallingmeand

complimentingyesterday.It'sthefirsttimewegot

complimentsonthefirstday.Imagineinaweek,

they'llhavethisplacemorecrowdedthanitalready

is"

Me(sipsonthedrink):"mmhthatisverygood.

Impressive,Ishouldcomeobservetheminaction

sometime"

Lowell:"youshould"

Me:"whatabouttheotherbusiness"

Lowell:"yes,Icansaythat,I'melevatingthat

companytogreaterheights,wejustsignedabig

deal,thebiggestinfrastructurearchitecture.Bro,we

nomoredealingwithsmallbuildingsnow,we

movingtoroads,airportsandshit"

Ilaugh

Me:"thatisgoodbro,Iseememarryingthatbitch

didn'tgotocompletewaste,thefatherisspreading

thewordtohisconnections"



Lowell:"yeah"

Me:"Istilldon'tgetwhydaddoesn'tjustletyoutake

overthiscompany,youobviouslyhavemore

passionforitthanIdo,andI'mnowafulltime

manageranddoctoratthehospital.Idon'tsee

myselfquittinganytimesoon"

Lowell:"yeahwellyoutheolderbrother,inhiseyes

I'mjustaboy"

Me(sighs):"yourfatherisahardhead"

Lowell:"sowhatdidyouneedtotellme?"

MybodytensesasIthinkaboutit

Me:"canyoubelievemysocalledwifeischeating

onme?"

Hesipshisdrink

Lowell:"whatgivesyouthatidea?Youcaughtheron

theact?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,Ifoundaman'swatchundermybedanda

usedcondomonmybin,fuck,I'veneverfeltso



disrespectedbeinmyownhome.Inmybedeven?

Imagine?Sheprobablydidn'tevenchangethe

sheets,Isleptinthatniggarsdrysweatand

sperms"

Mybodyshiversindisgust

Lowell:"shit,thatisfuckedupbro,thatisdisgusting

andverydisrespectful,whatdidyoudo?"

Me:"toldherIwasgoingtodealwithherafterwork.

Idon'tevenhavetheenergytodealwithher.I

thoughtafterIclearmyheadonthetripIwenttoI'd

comebackandtrytomakethingsworkbetweenus,

butshejustdisappointedmeman,Idon'tknowifI

cantrusther,andit'slikethemoreshetalksthe

moresheturnsmeoff.Thatgirlhasnodreamsno

passionforanythingnogoals?Imean,whatkindof

wifeamImarriedto?Allsheknowsisaskingmefor

expensivethingsandgoingtoParis"

Lowell:"already?"

Iraisemybrow

Me:"Dude?Ithasn'tevenbeensixmonths"



Helaughsabit

Me:"Iseriouslydon'tknowwhatI'mgonnadowith

thatgirl,really"

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

"Indigo"

IturntobemetbyCandice

Candice:"Ineedyoutogoservetwoofourspecial

guestsatthevvipareaupstairs"

Me:"oh,okay"

Shegivesmeapieceofpaper

Candice:"thesearethedrinksthey'llbehaving"



InodasItakethepieceofpaperfromher.

"Aahhh"

Asharppainstabsmefrommylowerabdomen

Candice:"areyouokay?"

Inod

Me:"aahhhnnooI'mnotokayaahh"

Thepainisgettingworse,it'sasthoughmyinsides

areonfire

Myscreamsgetlouder

Candice:"okay,uhmJustin,tellPrecioustoservethe

guestsonthevvip,telloneoftheotherladiesto

directher"

Sheholdsmeandhelpsmetowardsthelift.

Notthisthingagain.

"Aahhhmmmhhitsspainful"

Ifeeltearswellupmyeyes

Wegettomyroom,shehelpsmesitonthebedbut

Isinktothefloorinsteadandcurvemyselfintoa



ball

Candice:"whatcouldbewrong?Areyouhaving

periodpains"

Ishrugmyshoulders.

Iletgoofmytearsandallowmyselftocry.

Me(crying):"I'mbuurrning!"

Candice:"okayokaywait,uhm...

Shewalksawaythencomesbacktome

Candice:"here'ssomewater,letmecallsomeoneto

help"

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.



Me:"sheneedstobetaughtalesson"

Noah:"ohI'llteachher,oneshe'llneverforget"

Me:"ohboiIwonderwhatyougoingtodotothegirl"

Noah:"I'lltakeavideoforyou"

Me:"shit,Idon'tthinkIwannaknow"

"Yourdrinksgentlemen"

Ilookupandit'soneofthenewbies

Me:"oh,thankyoumiss"

Sheputsourdrinksdown,Noahlooksatme

impressed.

Me:"andyoumustbe....uhm...Bu..Ama..

"Precious"

Me:"ohhyes,Igetyournamesmixedup"

Noah:"shereallyisapreciousoneain'tshe,Ihear

yougottheclubbuzzingsinceyourarrival"

Shesmilesshyly

Noah:"Ihopeyouaretreatedaspreciousasyouare

andnoonehasmistreatedyouyet?"



Sheshakesherhead

Precious:"noonehasmistreatedus"

Me:"good,causeI'dsuetheownersofthisplace"

Shesmilesavoidingeyecontact

Me:"youmaybeexcusedsweetheart"

Shewalksaway

Welookateachother

Noah:"wow,she'shot"

Me(chortles):"ohyouthinkshe'shot?Waituntilyou

meettheotherone"

Noah:"impossible,youmeanshe'snotthehottest?"

Me:"Bro,whoamI?Idon'tspendmymoneyon

anything...andgetthis"

IsitontheedgeofmyseatasItrytogetcloserto

him

Me:"theystillsealed"

Noah:"virgins?"

Me:"yeah,butonlytwoofthem,theotheroneisnot"



Noah:"Noman,whydidyougetvirgins,shit,think

aboutitman,who'llbreaktheirinnocence?Those

oldhungrymen?Theirfirsttimewillbewiththese

marriedbastardswho'llgivethemtheworst

experience.It'llbreakthemman,youshouldn'thave

boughtvirgins"

Isitback

Me:"ohshit,Ididn'teventhinkaboutitmuch"

"Boss,Amahleoneofthenewgirls!Idon'tknow

what'swrongwithherbutshe'sinalotofpainandI

don'tknowwhattodowithher?"

Me:"okay,we'llberightup"

IlookatNoah

Me:"weshouldgocheckonher"

Noah(sighs):"it'sreallylate,Ihadalongday,I'llget

going,whateveritisI'msureyoucanhandleit"

Me:"ofcause,yougohandleyourbusiness"

Westandup

Noah:"I'mnotinthemoodfordramareally.You



knowwhereIkeepthemedicationinthecluboffice

right?"

Me:"yeahIdo"

Wesayourgoodbyes.

IrushacrosstheclubtotheliftasIheaduptothe

fourthfloor.

.

.

*****

"Thegreatestevilisphysicalpain"

(SaintAugustine)

******
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Imakemywayoutofthelift.

Myeyeswonderonwheretheroommaybe.

"Thiswaysir!"

Candiceshoutspeekingherheadthroughthedoor

Irushtotheroomasherscreamsfillupthewhole

passage.

Ifindthegirlonthefloorholdinghertummywhile

curleduponthefloorcryingpainfully.

Me:"what'shappeningwithher?"



Candice:"Idon'tknow,maybeit'speriodpains,

somepeopleexperiencesevereones.Shewasalso

addictedtothedrugtheywereinjectedwith.Maybe

she'shavingsideeffects?"

Me:"okay...uhm"

Icrouchdowntoher

Me:"littlemiss,Ineedyoutotellmewhereexactly

doesithurt?"

Shejustcrieswithhereyesclosedrubbingthe

lowerpartsofhertummy.

Me:"pleasehanginthere,I'mmagogetsomething

thatmighthelpyou"

Iheaddowntotheverylastfloorbeforethe

basement.

Imakemywayintheoffice.

Iputmyfingerprintandthemetaldoorslidesopen.

Igotothesectionwiththemedication.

Idon'tevenknowwhichtotake.

ItakemyphonefrommypocketanddialNoah.



Me:"heyman,thisgirlisinseriouspain,Idon'tthink

normalpainkillerswillhelp.Isthereanythinghere

strongerthatcanhelp?"

"Okay,tellmewhereisshefeelingthepain?"

Me:"Ithinkaroundherabdomen,Candicethinksit's

periodpains,butwenotsure?"

"Okay,lookforpillswrittenAlodrox.Thoseare

strongpillsthey'lleasethepain.Andthen...

Me:"waitwait...letmelookforit...ahhgotit"

"OkaynowlookforAztreonamtheywrittenAztreo

theyshouldberightnexttotheAlodrox"

Me:"ohhgotit"

"Yeahthosearethestrongestpillsforabdominal

pain.Callmelaterandupdateme.Iftheydon'twork

afterthirtyminutestoanhour,takehertohospital..

butsheshouldpassoutafterfiveminutes"

Me:"okaycool,thanksDoc"

"Surething,bye"

Ihangupandheadupwiththemedication.



Me:"thereyougolittlemiss,drinkup,it'llhelpwith

thepain"

Istretchoutthepillstoher,butshedoesn'treachto

takethem

Her:"iitspaaainful"

Me:"okay,openyoumouththen"

Shepartsherlips

Ithrowinonepill.Itakethewaterbesideherand

helpherdrink.

Idothesamefortherestofthepills.

Me:"youshouldfeelbetterafterafewminutes"

Shenodswhilecryingsilently.

Me:"youshouldrestonthebedforcomfort"

Ipickherupandplacehergentlyonthebed

Shehashereyesclosed

Candice:"Ishouldgetgoingpeopleareprobably

complaining?"



Me:"yeahsureyoucango,I'llstay"

Shewalksoutclosingthedoorbehindher.

Imoveawayfromthebed.

Itakeachairandplaceitnexttoherbed.

Iwatchherasshetwistsandturnsinpain.

Me:"isitgettinganybetter?"

Sheshakesherhead,tearsstillstreamingonthe

sidesofherface.

ItakemyphoneandcallNoah

Me:"man,she'sintoomuchpain,it'shardtowatch"

"Trymassaginghertummyontheareathathurts"

Me:"what?Ican'tdothat"

"Dudejustleaveyourhornymindasideanddothis

forthegirl,massagingcanhelp,makesureyour

handsarewarm,orplaceawettowelonthearea"

Me(sighs):"okay"

Hedrops

Me:"hey"



Her:"mmh?"

Me:"uhm..thedoctorsaysIshouldtrymassaging

whereithurts"

Sheopenshereyesandtheyinstantlylockwith

mine.

Her:"you?"

Me:"Iwon'tdoitifyounotcomfortable"

Her:"nnnoit'sfine...itburnssssobad"

Imovethechaircloser.

MyhandsnervouslymovetowardshertummyasI

lifthershirtupuntilitwasrightunderherbreasts.

Istandup

Me:"Ishouldwarmmyhandsfirst"

Her:"No!Don't,mmaybecoldhandswill...ahh"

Isitbackdown

Her:"they'llcoolththeheat"

Iplacemyshakinghandinthemiddleofhertummy

Me:"isithere"



Sheshakesherhead

Her:"aabitdown"

Imoveitabitdownunderherbellybutton.

Her:"down"

Imoveitdowntoherpelvicareait'sreallyhot

Her:"yeah,rrightthere"

Imassagehersoftly,sheletsoutsoftmoansher

eyesclosedwithherforeheadcrissedinpain

Icontinuemassagingher.It'sbecomingabit

awkwardforme.

Shehasreallycleardarkskin,it'snice,smoothand

shiney,it'sperfect.

Me:"youburningup,I'llgowetatowelwithcold

waterforyou"

Shenods

Igetupandheadtothebathroom.

Ilookatmypants.

Fuck!Thisisreallynotthetimetobehavingaboner.



Thepoorgirlisinpainandallmydickcanthink

aboutisitself,howselfish.

Itakehertowelandwetitwithcoldwater.

Iwalkbacktotheroom,luckilyhereyesarestill

closed

Iplacethecoldtowelonherpelvicarea.

"Mmmhhaahhh"

Hermoanstakemebysurprise,sheseemstobe

likingthecoldtowel

Me:"doesthatfeelgood?"

Her:"yess"

Me:"damnthetowelisalreadywarm.Letmegowet

itagain"

Shenods

Igowetitthencomebackandplaceitonher

Sheseemscalmernow

Me:"areyoufeelingbetter?"

Shenods



Her:"abit"

(Silence)

.

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Thepainhasnowcooleddown.

ThankGod.IthoughtIwasdying.

Iwonderwhatcausedit,I'venever

beenthetypetogetperiodpains,butI'm

prettysuretheynotsupposetohurtlikethis.Evenif

theydohurtbutnotinthisway.Right?



Thegentlemannexttomehelpedeasethepain,his

coldhandsdidsomething.

EventhoughIwasn'tcomfortablewith

himtouchingmesoclosetomydelicate

places,itwasawkwardbutithelped.

Thecoldtowelwasevenbetter.

Iknowthisguyfromsomewhere,it's

notmyfirsttimeseeinghim.

Doesheworkheretoo?

Me:"Doyouworkhere?"

Heremoveshiseyesfrommytummytomyeyes

Him:"uhmyeah,kindof"

Me:"bbbutIthoughtyouwerejustaguest?"

Him(chuckles):"yeahIonlysaidthatcauseIdidn't

wanttointimidateyou.

I'mkindofthemangerofthisplace"

Isitupandremovehishandsfromme.



Fearoverwhelmsme.

Me:"sosoyoutheonewhosentDerektobuyus,you

youworkwithpeoplewhotrafficgirls?"

Hefrowns

Me:"Ngngiyaxolisa,Ididn'tmeanttosaythat"(I'm

sorry)

Him:"welltheownerofthisplaceisbehindallthat,

notme,Idon'townthisplace,Ijustworkasa

manager.Ialsotakeorders"

Ilookdownembarrassed.

Isuredotalkalotforsomeonewhodoesn'ttalkalot

Me:"II'msorry,Ithought...

Him:"it'sokayIunderstand"

Me:....

(Awkwardsilence)

Me:"ukuthinje(it'sjustthat),IIhatethatI'mhere,I

hatethepeoplewhotookmefromhome,Ihatethe

peoplewhosoldmeandIhatethepeoplewho

boughtme,allofitIIhhatethemwithpassion"



Him:"asyoushould,youdidn'tdeservewhat

happenedtoyou.I'msorry"

Me:"it'snotyourfault"

Him:"uhm,areyoufeelingmuchbetternow?"

Alongyawnescapesmymouth

Me:"yes,I'mbetternow"

Heslightlysmiles

Him:"haveagoodnightLittleMiss"

Hegetsupandheadsforthedoor

Me:"wait"

Helooksatme

Me:"thankyou"

Him(smiles):"youwelcomeAmahle"

Me:"whwhat'syourname?"

Him:"Lowelloryoucancallmelulonke"

Me:"lulonke"

Him:"itwasnicemeetingyou,Ihopewebumpinto



eachothermoreoften"

IsmileasIshyawayfromhispeircingeyes.

Hewalksout.

Iremovethetowelfrommytummy

Igoruncoldwaterinthebathtub.

Igetin,ittakesmyawhilebeforeIgetcomfortable

withthecoldness.

IwakeupafterawhileasIrealizeIfellasleepinthe

tub.

Idrymyselfandheadtobed.

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.



.

I'mpacingupanddown.

Noahisnotbackyetandhe'snotpickingupmy

calls.

I'mgettingveryworried,IknowhismadatmebutI

hopehe'snotdoinganythingstupidwithsomeone

else.

Ihearthedooropening.

Irundowntothedoor

Me:"baby!Iwassoworried"

Myjawdropswhenagirlsfollowshiminside.

Me:"what'sgoingon?Who'sthis?"

Theypassmeashepullsherhandleadingherto

ourbedroom.

Me:"whatthefuck!Whereareyoutakingthisbitch!

Noah!"

Ifollowbehind

Hereeksofalcohol.



Heletshersitonthebedashetakesoffhisclothes.

It'sasifI'mnotevenhere.

Me:"Noah!YouarenotabouttodowhatIthinkyou

abouttodo?"

Noah:"I'mjustreturningthedisrespecthoney,don't

worry,Iwon'tbelong"

Me:"No!"

Iattempttowalkout

"Don'tyoumoveanothermuscle"

Iturntolookbackathimandhe'scarryingagun

Noah:"sitdown"

Iwalktowardsthechairandsitfacingthebed

Hetakesthegirl'sclothesoffandpusheshertolay

onthebed,shemovesherbodyuptothetopendof

thebed.

Hemakeshersitontopofhimastheykiss.

Tearsstreamdownmyfaceasmyheartclenches

inpain.



Shemovesherwaistincirclesonhisdick.

Me:"please,Noah,don'tdothis,please,Ipromise,I'll

beagoodwife.Ididn'tcheatonyou!Themaid

confessed,whileIwasgoneshesleptonourbed

withherboyfriend!Iswear,I'mtellingyouthetruth!"

Hemovesherawayfromhim

Witheyesfullofragehelooksatme.

Noah:"youdidn'tcheat?"

Ishakemyheadcontinuously

Me:"Iswear,sheconfessedandIfiredher,youcan

callherandask.I'dnevercheatonyouNoah,Ilove

andrespectyoutoomuch.Youknowthis"

Heslowlywalksuptome.

IstandasImoveaway.

Hegrabsmebytheneck

Noah:"where'sthewatch?"

Ipointatthedrawerbythedressingtable.

Noah:"IwillnotdowhatIwasabouttodo.ButIwill



findoutwhowasonmybedwhileIwasgone.And

whenIdo,I'llfindoutthetruthaboutwhat

happened,onceIfindthetruthanditturnsoutthat

youarelyingtome.Youdon'twishtoknowwhat

I'mcapableof"

Inod,heletsgoofmyneckthathewasholding

firmly.

Hewalksuptotheothergirlandseductivelykisses

heroncemore.

Noah(whispers):"getdressed,youcanusetheguest

room,I'lltakeyouhometomorrowmorning,it'slate"

Shenods,theykissagainassheswaysherhipsout

thedoor.

Me:"yougoingtolethersleephere?Isn'tthat

disrespectingme?"

Noah:"youwantmetolethergohomeinthemiddle

ofthenight?"

Me:"ThefuckdoIcare!!I'mnotgoingtoletanother

bitchwhojustkissedmyhusbandinfrontofme

sleepinmyhouse!!Overmydeadbody!"



Iheadoutstraighttothekitchen.

Iboilwaterinthekettle.

Onceit'sdoneItakethekettleandheadtothe

guestroom

Me:"Noslutissleepinginmyhouse!"

Igettotheroom.

Me:"leave!"

Her:"excuseme?"

Me:"Isaidleavebitch!BeforeIburnyouwiththis

boilingwater"

Shegetsup

Her:"areyoucrazy?I...

Ispillabitonherfeetshescreams

Ifeelstrongarmsaroundmeasthekettleleaves

myhands.

Hethrowsmeoverhisshoulder

Noah(tothegirl):"soakyourfeetincoldwater,I'llbe

rightbacktogiveyousomethingthat'llhelpforthe



burntskin"

Heheadsout,it'snousetryingtofighthim,his

armsaretoostrong.

Hethrowsmeonthebed

Noah:"thefuck!?Areyououtofyourfuckingmind?

Don'tpissmeoffLulamacauseIsweartoGod,

(softly)youwillseemymelancholyrelentlessside.

Andonceyou'veseenit,youmightnotlivetotell

thetale"

IfeeltheurgetopeeasIfearformylife

Hiseyespromisingmedeath.

Me:"yyouhuuurtinme!"

Heletsgoofmyshoulderswhichhewassqueezing

sotightleavingaburningpain,IrubthemasImove

tothefarendofthebed,awayfromhim.

Hemakeshiswayout.

IneverthoughtofNoahasaviolentperson.He's

alwayssokindandsweettopeople.MaybeIdon't

knowhimlikeIthoughtIdid.WhoamImarriedto?



ThatwasnottheNoahIknew.

.

.

.

******

"Suspectingandknowingarenotthesame"

*******
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"Ssssssssss!"

Imovebackslowly

"Sssssssss"

Mywholebodyispalpitatinginfearasthebig

brownsnakewithblackpatchesmovescloserto

me.

Me:"ngiyacela!Celaungixolele!Ungangibulali!"

(Ibegyou!Pleasehavemercyonme!Don'tkillme!)

Itmovescloser,Itrytorunbutmylegskeepsinking

tothemuddyground.

Iuseallthestrengthinmetokeeprunning,Inotice

ariver,IrantowardsitbutbeforeIcouldreachthe

snakewrapsitselfaroundmylegs

Me:"aahhh!Help!Sizanibo!Ngiyacelabandle!



Ngiyacela!......

(Help!Please!Please!)

Itwrapsitselffurtheruppermybodysqueezingme,

it'sskinburningmybody,withoutshowingitsface

tome.

Me:"ppplease!!"

Imstrugglingtobreathasitsuffocatesme.

*****

IsituponmybuttasItrytocatchmybreath,

breathingheavily.

I'msoakingwetfromtheheatIwasfeeling.

Iholdmychest,it'sasthoughsomeonewasreally

stranglingmeinmysleep.

Itfeltsoreal.

Thesenightmaresarescaringme.

Firstthemanwiththesoothingvoicenowbreaking

myheartnowit'sasnake



squishingmetodeath.

Aretheydreamsofsomethingthat'llhappen?It's

probablyjustnightmares.

Idon'tknowwhattheymean,backathomewewere

toldthatalldreamshaveameaningspecially

nightmares.

Thereweredreaminterpretersandalotofhealer

andsangomasfromwhereIcomefrom.

IfDadwasalivehe'dtellmetogoseeone.

I'mabitgladhecan'ttellmetogoseesomeone

causeGodknows,Istronglydonotbelievein

sangomasandtheirbones.

Idon'tcriticiseotherbeliefsandIdon'tthinkthat

theyarewrong.IjustchoosetobeChristian.

Igetonmykneesonthesideofmybedwithmy

handstogether,eyesclosedasIfaceup.



Me:"Lord,I’mheretodaywithopenhandsandan

openheart,readytodependonyoutohelpme

throughthisscarydarkjourney,andallitwillbring

myway.HelpmebelikeNehemiah,helpmecome

toyouforguidance,strength,provision,and

protection.AsIfacetoughchoicesandhard

situations,helpmeremembermybelovedness,help

merememberthatIamYourchild,andYour

representativetotheworldaroundme.Helpmelive

todayinawaythatbringshonortoYourholy

name.....LordGod,IprayforYourprotectionasI

beginthisday.Youaremyhidingplace,andunder

YourwingsIcanalwaysfindrefuge.Protectme

fromtroublewhereverIgo,andkeepevilfarfrom

me.NomatterwhereIam,Iwilllookatyouasmy

protector.

Theonewhofightsformeeveryday.

Yourloveandfaithfulnessalongwithyour

goodnessandmercy,surroundmedaily,soIwill

notfearwhatevercomesagainstme.

MytrustisinyouGod,andIgivethankstoyou,for

yourloveandprotection"



Sighs

Me:"Amen"

Igetupandgetmyselfreadyforwork.

Theladywhodoesmyhairandmakeupcameand

didmyface.She'steachingmehowtodoitmyself,

I'musuallyafastlearnerbutthismakeupthingis

reallyhard.Idon'tthinkI'llmasteritanytimesoon.

It'sconfusingandI'mnotreallyanartistperson.I

can'tevendrawonpapertosavemylife,letalone

drawingonmyface.

Iheaddowntotheclubandgettowork.

It'snottoobusytodaysinceit'sSunday.

There'sveryfewpeople.

PreciousandIaresittingbythebar,weputting

drinksinshelvesasnewstockwasdelivered.

Buhleisworkingattherestaurant.

Presh:"Ican'tbelievethathappenedtoyou,andyou

sayingyounotonyourperiods?"



Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,it'swassopainful,Iswear,IIthoughtIwas

dying,myinsideswereburning"

Presh:"I'veneverheardofsuch,Iwonderwhatit

couldbe"

Me:"IjustwishtherewasawayIcouldgotochurch,

IIneedGod'spresencemorethaneverinmylife

rightnow,thedeviliswinninginmylifeandIhate

it"

Presh:"Church...Ihaven'tbeenthereinforever,I

don'tevenwishtogo"

Ilookather

Me:"whwhynot?"

Presh:"longstory...butIgetwhatyousaying,maybe

youshouldaskwhoeverisinchargesinceweare

allowedtogooutinpublic,I'llshowyouaChurch

youcangoto"

Me:"hhow?Youknowyourwayaroundhere?"

Presh:"yeah,thisiswhereIwastaken"



Agaspescapesmymouth

Me:"thisisthesameplaceyourfriendstookyou?"

Shenods

Me:"wwhydidn'tyoutellme?"

Presh:"Ionlyrealizedyesterday,whenIwentto

serveupstairs.Everythingwassofamiliar"

Me:"sothismeansyouareclosetohome?"

Shenods

Me(hopefully):"youyoucangovisityourgrams

anytime,sshe'llbesohappytoseeyou,kumele

uyomvakashelaprecious"

(Youshouldgovisitherprecious)

Presh:"Idon'tknow,Idon'twanthertoseemelike

this,workingforaclub,insteadoffocusingon

goingtouniversity.She'llalsowanttoinvolvethe

policeforwhathappenedandwantmetocome

home.Whoknowswhatthesepeoplewilldotoher.

Idon'twanttoputherlifeindanger"

Itakeabottleandputitonthetopshelf.



Me:"Iguessyouright"

(Silence)

Presh:"wellonlighternews,haveyoutakeninterest

onanyoneyet?"

Me:"mmhnotreally..you?"

Presh:"lastnightIservedtwogentlemenupatthe

vviparea.Wow,Amahle,IthinkIfellinlove"

Weburstintolaughter.

Me:"inlove?Sosoon,whowerethegentlemen?"

Presh:"Idon'tknowthey'renames,buttheywereso

kind,speciallytheguywiththedreadlocks.They

weresohandsome,theotheronehadshorthair

withaneatcut"

Me:"ssowhichonedidyoufallinlovewith?"

Presh:"Both!"

Welaugh

Me:"areyouserious?"

Presh:"IthinkIlikeMrdreadlocksmore,hejusthad



thatthing,youknow"

Me:"thatthing?"

Presh:"thatIcanshowyoutheworldkindathing"

Me(laughing):"hehesoundsinteresting,I'dliketo

seethisMrdreadlocksIcanshowyoutheworld

guy"

Presh:"Iimaginedyouwiththelowcutfadeoneand

myselfwithMrdreadlocks.

I'msuretheywould'vemadeourfirsttime

memorable"

Me:"youreckon?"

Presh:"theyseemlikeregularshere.Butthenagain

theylookwaaaayoutofourleague,likewayway

out.SoIguessweshouldkeeplooking"

Isigh

Me:"weshouldsticktothelowclassguys,thehigh

classones,II'msuretheycomewithhighclass

drama"

Shegiggles



"Ladies,Ihopeyoureadyforyourbartending

training"

WeturntobemetbyJustin

Justin:"I'llbeteachingyouhowtomixdrinks"

Me:"okay"

Hesmilesatmeashebendstotakebottlesof

alcoholfromthebottomshelves.

Preciousnudgesme

Presh(whispers):"IthinkJustinlikesyou"

Ishakemyhead

Me(whispering):"umlungu"(he'swhite)

Presh(laughs):"pho?"(So?)

Justin:"comecloserladies,Ineedyoutowatch

carefully"

.

.

.

.



Noah

.

.

.

"Mmhitsmellsgoodinhere"

Sheholdsmefrombehind

Me:"thoughtIshouldmakeusbreakfastbeforeIgo

towork"

Iremovethepanfromthehotstove.

Idishtheeggsonthethreeplates.

Sheletsgoofme

Lulama:"who'sthethirdplatefor?"

Me:"forourguest,remember?"

Lulama:"she'sstillhere?Whyhasn'tshecalledan

Uberorsomething,whyisshestillinmyhouse!?"

Itakebreadslicesanddishthemintheplates.

Me:"wecan'tletaguestleaveinanemptystomach"



Lulama:"she'snotawelcomedguestNoah!She'sa

whoreyouwereabouttoshaginfrontofme!"

Me:"pleasekeepyourvoicedownsweetheart,you

hurtingmyears"

Lulama:"Don'tfuckentellmetokeepmyvoicedown!

Iwantthatbitchoutofmyhouse,IswearNoah!I

willkillher"

Ichuckle,Itakethefoodtothedinningtable.

Thegirlcomesoutfromherroom,comingtowards

us.

Me:"goodmorning"

Her:"goodmorning"

Lulama:"it'stimetogo"

Ilookather

Me:"Lulama,please,don'tberude,it'snotattractive

sweetheart"

Lulama:"No!NoIwillnotstandforthis!Notinmy

house!"

Me:"pointofcorrection.Myhouse.Ifyoucontinue



withyourmadness,yougoingtomakemeangry

andIdon'tfeellikebeingangrythismorning"

Myheadtiltsabitasshehasslappedmeacross

theface.

IfeelmybloodboilasIlookather.

Shemovesbackinfear,Imoveclosertoher,she

staggersback.

Me:"gototheroommylove,we'lltalkaboutthis

onceyou'vecalmeddown"

Igiveheraplate.

Me:"youlookhungry,goeat,I'llberightwithyou"

Shelooksatmeconfused,shelooksatthegirl,she

takesherplate,huffsinfrustrationandheads

upstairs.

Ilookatthelady.

Me(smiles):"I'msorryyouhadtoseethat"

Her:"it'sokay,thanksforthefood"

Me:"youwelcome,eatup,Ijustranoutofmy

appetite.Letmegodressupsowecanleave"



Shenods.

Iputmyplateinthemicrowavebeforeheading

upstairs.

Ifindhersittingonthebed,herfoodonthe

dressingtable.

Me:"aren'tyouhungrybaby?Iwokeupreallyearly

toprepareyoubreakfast"

Lulama:"youjustdiditforthathoe"

Me:"comeon,nowyouknowit'snotnicetoaddress

peoplelikethat"

Iwalkclosertoherandcrouchbetweenherlegs

Me:"Idon'tlikethetoneyouusetospeaktome,you

slappedme,thathurtme,Ididn'tlikeit,pleasedon't

dothatagain.Okay?"

Shenods

Me:"I'mtalkingtoyouwithwords,I'dappreciateyou

dothesamesweetheart"

Lulama:"Yes"

Me:"Yesnja?"



(Yesdog?)

Lulama:"YesNoah"

Me:"whyareyouaddressingmebymyname

sweetheart?"

Lulama:"YesBabe"

Me:"that'smuchbetter"

Ikissherforehead

Me:"let'sneverdisrespecteachotheragain,cause

nexttimeImightnotbesopatient"

(Silence)

Ilookather

Me:"shouldIrepeatmyself?"

Lulama:"Iwon'tdisrespectyouagainbabe"

Me:"that'smygirl"

Idressupgettingreadyforwork.

AfterI'mdoneIstandinfrontofher.

Ihelphergetoffthebedandstandonherfeet.



Me:"Iwantyoutoshowmeyouremailsfromthe

UniversitieswhenIgetback"

Shenods

Iraisemybrow

Lulama:"yesbabe,I'llshowyou"

Me:"good,pleaseaskthehelpertocookfromnow

on"

Lulama:"why?Youdon'tlikemyfood?"

Me:"idon'twanttoprotectyouwithlies,I'drather

hurtyouwiththetruth.Andthetruthis,youneedto

takecookinglessonsfromthehelper,yourfood

makesmewannapuke.I'msorryifI'mbeingrude

butit'strue"

Shesulks,Ipullherclosertome

Me:"Istillloveyouthough"

Shesmileslookingatme

Lulama:"youmeanit?"

Me:"ofcauseIdo.Ifwecontinuerespectingeach

other,wecanmakethismarriagework"



Shewrapsherarmsaroundmyneck

Lulama:"Iloveyoutoo"

Weshareakiss,Itryclosingmyeyestofeel

somethingbutIfail,Iendupopeningthem.

Ilookatherasshekissesme,sheseemstobe

enjoyingit.

Ipullout

Me:"I'llseeyoulater"

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

"Sowhatdoyouthink?"

(Silence)



"Sir!Hello!"

Fingerssnaponmyface,Iraisemyheadlookingup

Me:"ohuhmwherewerewe?"

Him:"whatdoyouthinkofmyidea?"

Ilookathispresentationontheprojectorinfront.

Me:"it'sgood...butit'snotgreat,there'snothing

uniqueaboutthis,we'vedoneitbefore.Weneed

somethingdifferent"

Istandup

Me:"comeonpeople,thinkoutsidethebox,we

competingwithhugeconstructioncomplainesout

thereandwe'vejustsignedthebiggestdealever,

whichcould'vegonetoanyothercompanybutthey

choseus.Whereareyourarchitectcreativeminds?"

(Silence)

Me:"youguysdisappointmesometimes,Ican'tbe

comingupwithalltheideas,weareateam.We

needtoworktogether.Thismeetingwasa

completefail,I'mgivingyouguysanothertwo

weekstopreparesomethingGreat,somethingWow.



Ineedmorewowsinthisboardroom.Comeonguys,

I'mcountingony'all.Thismeetingisdismissed.I'll

seeyouguysintwoweekstime"

Me:"asyouguyscansee,wehavingameetingona

Sundaywhenyouaresupposedtobehomewith

yourfamilies,itcomestoshowtheimportanceof

thisproject.Don'tworryyourovertimewillreflecton

yoursalaries,sodon'tcry"

Thereareafewlaughs

There'sshufflingastheygetupandmaketheirway

out

Me:"Youguysbetterpullupyoursocks!Holidays

areapproaching,I'msureyoudon'twanttobe

working!"

"Aiyoh/ohhellno/noway"

Theycomplainastheyheadout.

Isitonthechair.

***Flashback****

Her:"wait"



Ilookather

Her:"thankyou"

Me(smiles):"youwelcomeAmahle"

Her:"whwhat'syourname?"

Me:"Lowelloryoucancallmelulonke"

Her:"lulonke"

Me:"itwasnicemeetingyou,Ihopewebumpinto

eachothermoreoften"

Shesmilesandlooksawayshylyfrommyeyes.

****EndofFlashback****

Ifindmyselfsmilingtomyself

Ishouldgocheckontheclub

Igetupandheadtomyoffice,Itakemycarkeys,

lockthedoorandheadout

Me:"whoevercomesinlookingforme,tellthemI'll

bebackaftertwohours"

Receptionist:"yesboss,willdo"

Iheadout.



Idrivetotheclub,IhavenoideawhatI'mgoingto

dothereexactly,butI'dliketoseeher.Evenifit's

justaglimpse.

Ican'tseemtogetheroffmymind.

Iheadinside

Me:"How'severythinggoing?"

Derek:"nothingmuchisgoingon.Besidesthefact

thatthedeliveriesforthealcoholwaslatebutI

dealtwithit.

It'saSundaysothere'snotmuchgoingon"

Me:"ohisit?"

Derek:"yeah,I'msurprisedyoucame,youdon't

usuallycomeonSundays?"

Me(Chuckles):"Ineedtosurprisey'allonceina

whiletoseeifyounotslacking"

Helaughs

Derek:"Never"



Me:"sohowarethegirlsdoing?Whataretheyup

to?"

Derek:"ohJustinwastrainingthemhowtobartend,

teachingthemthedrinksandhowtomix"

Inod

Me:"oh,okay,wherearethey?Aretheystillmixing?"

Derek:"yeahtheystillatit"

Igetup

Me:"okayletmegocheckonthem"

Derek:"ofcause"

Iheadtothebararea

IfindthethreegirlsconcentratedinwhatJustin

wasshowingthem

Me:"Justin,myman"

Wefistbump

Justin:"Nhlabathi,Ididn'texpectyoutoday"

Me:"wellI'mhere,wannamakesureyounot

slacking"



Hechortles

Justin:"never"

Ilookatthegirls,myeyeslandonher,she'sstill

concentratedonJustinasifI'mnotstandingright

here.

Me:"ladies"

Them:"hey/hi"

Me:"youmustbePrecious?Right?"

Shesmilesasshenods

Me:"I'llneverforgetnow"

Ilookattheothergirl

Me:"andyoumustbeBuhleforsure"

Shesmiles

Buhle:"yes"

Me:"andAmahleofcause"

Shefinallyliftshereyesandtheylockwithmine.

Me:"howareyoufeelingtodayMahle?"



Sheclearsherthroat

Amahle:"I'mfeelingmuchbetter"

Me:"canyoupleasefollowme,Ineedtogiveyou

something,tohelpyouifyoueverfeelthosepains

again"

Shenodsasshewalksaroundandcomestowards

me.

Ileadhertothelift.

Igetinandwaitforhertogetinasshe'sabit

reluctant,butsheeventuallygetsin.

Ipressthebuttonandtheliftgoesdown.

Ilookatherandshehasherhandsoverhereyes

Me:"areyouokay?"

Shenods

Me:"whyyoucoveringyoureyes?Areyouafraidof

thelift?"

Shenods

Ican'thelpbutsmilewiththeurgetolaugh.



Mylaughbetraysme

Shelooksupatme

Amahle:"uuyangihleka?"

(Youyoulaughingatme?)

Ishakemyheadastheliftcomestoahaltandwe

getoff.Sherunsout.

Me:"whyareyouscared,ayibulali"

(Itdoesn'tkill)

Shelooksdownwithherfaceflushed

Me:"don'tworry,it'sharmless"

Shenods.

Ileadhertotheoffice.ShesitsonthecouchasI

headinsidethewalkinvault.

ItakethepillsthatIgaveheryesterday.

Ihandthemtoher

Me:"youshouldprobablytaketheseagaintoday,

justtomakesurethatpaindoesn'tcomeback"

Amahle:"thankyou"



Me:"youwelcome"

(Silence)

Me:"areyoualwaysthisquiet?"

Amahle:"Nnoowhwhatdoyouwantmetosay?"

Me:"nothing,Iwasjustworriedaboutyousincelast

night,Icouldn'tsleepwonderingifthatpainever

cameback,areyousleepingpeacefully"

Amahle:"itnnevercameback"

Me(sighs):"phew,thatisthebestnewsI'veheardall

day"

Shesmiles

Amahle:"lulonke?"

Ifeltjoyripplethroughme.Idon'tunderstandwhy?

Isitbecauseshecalledmyname?

Amahle:"uwu'Lulonkeangithi?"

(YouareLulonkeright?)

Me:"yes,yesthat'sme"

Amahle:"sesengingahamba?"



(CanIgonow?)

Me:"ofcause,yes,let'sgo"

Weheadout.

Wegetinthelift,shecovershereyesonceagain.I

takeherhand,shelooksatme.

Me:"justholdmyhand,it'sokay"

Sheholdsmyhandandsqueezesit.

Shereallyisscared,herpalmissweating.

Theliftstops,shequicklylet'sgoofmyhandaswe

headbacktothebar.

Shit!IhopeIdidn'tscareher.Fuck,Idon'twheremy

smoothnesswentto,shemakesmefeelnervousas

hell.

Icouldn'tevenconductaconversationwithher.She

mustthinkI'mbeingcreepy.

Me:"Derek,Ithinkthegirlsshouldgorestnow.It's

Sundaygivethemtherestofthedayoff"



Derek:"yesBoss,ofcause,uNhlabathiomdalayena

uzozwakalanini?"

(WhenisolderNhlabathicomingtocheckup?)

Me:"Idon'tknow,sincehe'smarriedhe'llbeabit

scarceattheclub,plushe'smoreinvestedatthe

hospitalnow"

Derek:"ohhokay,Isee"

Me:"I'llseeyoutomorrownight"

.

.

.

*****

"Sometimesit'shardtopray,it'shardtostay

faithful,it'spainful.Thecircumstancesareallpart

ofhisplan,eventhoughwedon'tfullyunderstand,

whythebadthingshappentothegood

people"(JessieSmollett)

*****

Tobecontinued.



.

.

SorryforthedelayI'llpostagainlatertomakeitup

foryesterday

[12/17,13:22] :Insert14

•

•

•

•

•

Noah

•

•

•

•

•

Me:"areyousureaboutwhatyoutellingme?"



Him:"I'maforensicscientist,IknowwhatIfound"

Hehandsthewatchtome

Me:"itcan'tbemybrother'sfingerprints,it's

probablymine"

Him:"youmightbebrothersbutyouhavedifferent

fingerprints,youknowthatdoc"

Ifeelmybloodboil,myeyetwitches.

Ican'tbelievewhathearing

Me:"youmeanmybrotherhasbeenshaggingmy

wife?"

Him:"Imean,thiswatchhashisfingerprints,your

fingerprintsandyourwife's"

Me:"hewouldn'tdothat...he'smybrother"

Him:"I'msorrybutthat'swhatIfoundman"

Me:"okay,thankyouman,Icanalwayscounton

you"

WeshakehandsasIgetupandmakemywayout.

Idrivebacktothehospital



.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Imakemywayintherestaurant.

Ilookaroundandnoticehimsittingatthefarcorner.

Ihaveascarfwrappedaroundmyneckcovering

mynoseandmouthwithdarkshadesandahat.I

don'twanttobenoticed.

Me:"Reid"

Reid:"Lulama"

Ipulloutthepicturefrommypurseandslideitto

him

Reid:"thisisher?"



Me:"yes,Ineedyoutotakeherandmakeherlife

miserable"

Helooksatthepicture

Reid:"she'scute"

Me:"youcankeepthatone,Iwanthertoregretthe

daysheeverkissedmyhusband.Makeheraware

thatshe'stherebecauseofbeingahomewrecker"

Reid:"myclientswillenjoyher,I'mnotsellingthis

one,I'llkeepherforbusiness"

Asmilecreepsonmyface

"Afternoon,canItakeyourorders?"

Reid:"nowestilldeciding"

Waitress:"okay"

Me(whispers):"doyouhavethestuff?"

Hegivesmeasmallblackbag.

Iopenit.

Me(smiling):"mmhlooksgood...mybrownsugar"

Igivehimhiscash.



Me:"gooddoingbusinesswithyou"

Igetupandwalkout.

.

.

.

.

.

Amonthlater

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

"We'llhavetwoglassesofNegroni"

Me:"comingrrightup"

Justin:"startwithice"



Ilookathim,it'slikeheknewIhadnoideawhereto

start

Ifilltheglasseswithice

Justin:"putsomegin"

Ipoursomegin

Justin:"putcampari"

Ilookatthedrinks,Ifinditandpourit"

Justin:"nowaddabitofsweetvermouth"

Ipouritinthenmixitalltogetherandgivethetwo

ladies

IlookbackatJustinwithasmile

Me:"thanks,yousavedme"

Justin:"anydayittakestimetomastermixing"

Me:"hhhaveyoutalkedtoPreshyet?Iknowyou've

beencrushingonher"

Justin:"actually..."

Hescratcheshishead

Me(eyeswiden):"whathappened?"



Justin:"wekindakissedaweekago,butthenshe's

beenavoidingmeafterthat,Idon'tthinkshelikes

me"

Me:"what?Butsshenevertoldme?II'lltalktoher"

Justin:"Noopleasedon't,Ithinkweshouldforgetit

everhappened"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"Nnope,firstofallshekeptthisfromme,sshe

neverkeepssuchthingsfromme"

Justin:"it'sokayreally,Iusuallygetthisalot,I'minto

blackgirlsandmostofthemarenevercomfortable

beingwithawhiteguy"

Me:"preciousisnotlikethat,sheprobablylikesyou

butshe'sshy"

"Indigo,youneededatthevvipsection"

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Me:"isitMrNhlabathianndhisfriendsagain?"

Shenodssmilingandwalksaway.

He'sbeencomingherealmosteverydayandalways



insistsonbeingservedbyme.

Atfirsthemademenervous,butnowwe'vebecome

closefriends,wellIthinkwefriends,becausewe're

closerandI'mmorecomfortablearoundhim.

Ifoundthathe'sthehaircutguypreciouswas

talkingabout,I'mstillyettofindoutthedreadlocks

oneshe'sbeenobsessedabout.I'mstartingtothink

he'saghostcausehenevercomeshere,but

preciousissurethathe'srealandshe'salways

disappointedwhenIcomeupheretoservedrinks

andgobacktellingherIdidn'tseehim.

Iheadupwiththeusualdrinkstheyorder.

Lowell:"ifitisn'tmyfavoritewaitress"

IsmileathimasIputtheirdrinksdown

Lowell:"thankyoubeautiful"

Me:"youwelcome"

Lowell:"pleasedojoinus"

Me:"II'matwork,I'msorry"

Lowell:"so?Iwon'ttellifyoudon't?"



Me:"Idon'tdrink"

Lowell:"youdon'thaveto"

Hepatsnexttohim.

Igiveinandsitnexttohim

He'sfriendsaremakingthingsawkward.

Lowell:"gentlemen,couldyoupleasegiveusabitof

space"

Theygetupandgochillattheotherend.

Isitbackmorerelaxed

Hestarsatmeforawhile,IlowermyeyesasIcan't

maintaineyecontact

Lowell:"youlooksofamiliar"

Me:"thatisnotthefffirstyousaythat"

Lowell:"it'slikeI'veknownyouforalongtime"

Me:"IIhopeIdon'tlooklikeoneofyourex

girlfriends"

Icovermymouthandlaughquietly

Hesmilesshowingoffhiswhiteteeth



Lowell:"Nah,noonemeasurestoyou,iftherewas

I'dbehonestandtellyou,youdefinitelyoneofthe

kind"

ItrytoholdmysmileasIfeelmycheeksheatup.

Idon'tknowwhyI'mentertaininghim,lasttimeI

checkedIdon'tentertainthemalespecies.

Iguessbeingfriendswiththemalecreaturewon't

comewiththeconsequencesofbeingtheirpartner.

BesidesheisacoolguyandIenjoyhiscompany.

Lowell:"howyoudoing?"

Me:"I'mdoinggood"

Lowell:"arethepainsstillbotheringyou?"

Me:"sometimes,thennnightmaresaretheworst,I

feellikeIdieeverydayinmysleepmakingithard

formetowakeup"

Helooksatmewithconcerninhiseyes

Lowell:"that'snotgood,Ithoughtgoingtochurch

wouldhelp"

Me:"Iguessitgetsridofthefearforawhile,bbut



mydreamsarehauntingmeeveninrreallife,

sometimesIseeweirdthings"

Lowell:"I'msorryyougoingthroughthat,Iwish

therewassomethingIcoulddo"

Me:"iiitsokay"

Hetakesmyhandintohis.

Ilookatit,myheartdoesthatthingitdoes

everytimehetouchesme.

Hemovesmychintolookupathim

Lowell:"well,Ihavesomegoodnews,hopefully

they'llgetridofthesenightmares"

Me:"ggoodnews?Forme?That'safirst,whatisit?"

Lowell:"I'mnotallowedtodothisforanyone

Amahle,thisisagainstourpolicyintheclub"

Me:"whatisit?Areyyoubreakingmeoutofhere?"

IquestionjokinglybeforeIlaugh,helaughs.

Lowell:"wellunfortunatelyIcan'tdothat,butItalked

tothebigbossofthisplaceaboutyougoingto

varsity"



IsitupstraightasIlistenattentively

Lowell:"thishasneverbeendonebefore,but,Iwent

todepartmentofeducationinKZNandIgotyour

results,youpassedyourmatricwithflyingcolors,

younevertoldmeyouwereastraightAplus

student?"

Ismileandshrug,mytummyisgettingbubbles,I'm

anxiousforhimtofinishwhathe'stellingme.

Me:"IIdidn'tthinkiiitmattered"

Lowell:"wellletmejustgetstraighttothepoint.

Mahle,you'llbegoingtowitsuniversitytostudy

medicine"

Myjawdropsasmyhandsfindtheirwaytomy

mouth.Ithinkmyearsaredeceivingme.

Me:"aaareyouserious?"

Henods

Lowell:"Idon'tknowhowit'sgoingtoworkwiththe

clubbutIthinkyou'llworkpart-time...Theboss

didn'tmindcausehepaidalotofmoneyforyou"

Iscreaminexcitement,Ijumponhimandattack



himwithahugehug

Me(excitedly):"OHMYGODOHMYGODOHMY

GOD!!"

Iremovemyfacefromhisshoulderandlookathim

withmyhandsonhisface

Me:"Ican'tbelievethis!"

Ihughimagain,thejoyinmyheartishardto

control,IfeellikeshoutingandpraisingtheLord

Ilookathimagain

Me:"Lulo!?NgempelaLulo?"

(Areyouforreal?)

Lowell:"whywouldIlietoyou"

Inaflashoflightningmylipsareplasteredonhis,

givinghimthelongestpeck.

Iquicklygetoffhim,standingonmytwofeetasI

realizewhatI'vejustdone.

Me(awkwardly):"uhmIII'msorry,Igotexcited"

Hestandsandpullsmeagainsthischest



Lowell:"it'sokay"

Hemoveshisfacecloser,hiswarmbreathhitting

softlyonmyface.

Myeyescloseashislipscagemybottomlips.

Idon'tknowhowtorespond,I'veneverkissed

anyonebefore,butI'vebeenwatchingalotofTV

sinceIgothereandIthinkIhaveanideaofwhatto

do,butIthinkmylipsarefrozen.

Myheartisbeatingtoofastagainstmychestto

concentrate.

Hestartsmovinghislips,Idothesame.

IpushhimafterawhilecauseIfeltlikeIwasgoing

tobiteoffhisthicklips.

Imoveawayfromhisarms

Me:"I,we,weshouldn'tbedoingthis...yyyoumy

boss"

Lowell:"atthispoint,Ihonestlydon'tgiveafuck"

Hetakesmyhandandpullsmecloser

Me:"thankyousomuchfortalkingtoyourboss,II



promise,Iwon'tmessthisopportunityup"

Lowell:"Iknowyouwon't"

Hepullsmychinupandpecksmylips

Me(whispers):"Lulo..."

Lowell:"I'vebeenmeaningtodothatsincethefirst

timeIsawyou"

Me:"wecan't....we...

Hepecksmylipsagainmakingmykneesweak

HerestshischinonmyheadasIlayitonhischest

listeningtohisheartbeat.

Isnapbacktorealityandpushhimoff

Me:"Stop!Jussststop,dddidyoudothisbbbecause

ufunaukulalanam?"

(Youwanttosleepwithme?)

Lowell:"what?..

Me:"anngisonaisilimaonke,Iknowabitabout

Joburg,aandIknownothing'sforfree,specially

fromtheboss"



(I'mnotafoolonke)

Lowell:"No..it'snotlikethat,Ipromise"

Me:"I'msorry,I..Ijust...Ineedtothink"

Iwalkawayfromhim

.

.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Nessa:"Iknewthatbitchcan'tbetrusted,firstshe

slappedyou,shetalkstoyouanyhow,nowshe's

sleepingwithyourbrotherbehindyourback!?Oh

hellno,youneedtodosomethingNoah,youcan't

letherwalkalloveryoulikethat"



Itookleavefromworkforamonth

andcamedowntoKZN.

Ijustneededtoclearmyhead,awayfromLulama.

Theworstpartisthatshe'sstillcontinuingsleeping

withmybrother.

Isentsomeonetofollowher.

They'vebeenmeetingatsomehotel.

ItbrokemewhenIsawthepictures

Me:"Idon'tevenknowhowtolookatmybrother

anymore,I'vebeenavoidinghimforawhilenow,

I'veneverfeltsobetrayed.Ifhecandosomething

likethistome...Idon'tthinkIknowwhoheis

anymore,hecanlistentometellinghimaboutmy

problemswithmymarriage,heconsolesme,gives

meadviceandrubmybackwhileheknowshe'sthe

masterbehinditall?HowcanIevertrusthim"

Nessa:"youneedtokillthatspoiltbratbitchofa



loosewifeofyours,withoutheryourlifewillbeso

muchbetter"

Me:"Ican'tkillher,I'mnotamurderer"

"(Whispers)Butyoukilledme"

Ilookather,she'spacingupanddown

Me:"whatdidyousay?"

Nessa:"Ididn'tsayanything,I'mjustworriedabout

you,Idon'ttrustthatgirlyoumarriedto"

"(Whispersonmyear)Youkilledme!Killhertoo"

Ijumpup

Me:"whosaidthat!?"

Nessa:"saidwhat?Areyouevenlisteningtome?"

Ilookaround

Me:"fuck!Thiswholethingisstressingmeout"

Shecomestowardsmeandhugsme

Nessa:"I'msorrybabe,IwishIcouldtakeallyour

troublesaway"

Iholdherinmyarmsfordearlife



Nessa:"areyougoingtoconfrontyourbrother"

Me:"no,notyet"

Sheletsgoofme

Nessa:"areyoufallinginlovewithher?"

Sheaskswithherforeheadcrissedindistress

Me:"No,never,I'mnotfallingforher"

Nessa:"don'tfallforher,remember,it'sjust

business,yourheartbelongstome"

Me:"myheartbelongstoyou"

Iletgoofher,IstaggerbackinfearasInotice

bloodstainsonmyhands.

Me:"thefuckNessa?Areyoubleeding?"

Ilookathershe'sclean

Nessa:"whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Ishowhermyhands

Me:"blood"

Nessa:"babeareyouokay?"



Ilookatmyhands,theyspotless.

Isitinthebedandsqueezemyheadasitpoundsin

pain

Nessa:"whenlastyoudrankyourpillsBaby?Isthat

dreamstillhauntingyou?"

Me:"it'sbeenawhilesinceIdrankthem,pleasego

gettheminmycase"

Afterawhileshebringsmewaterandmypills.I

drinkup.

Shepullsmeintoherchest

Nessa:"youwerefinebeforethisgirlcameintoyour

life.Ihateherforstressingyoulikethis.Weshould

justrunawaybabe,gofarfarawaywhereyour

fatherwillneverfindyounotcontrolyou"

Me:"aahhthismigraineisgettingworse"

Nessa:"youadoctorbutyoucan'teventakepillsfor

yourownhealth.Comeonbabe,Ican'tloseyou,

youneedhealingtoo,youcan'tbesavingpeople's

livesandnottakecareofyourown"

Me:"IfeellikeIhavenoone,Ican'teventrustthe



onlypersonintheworldItrustedwithmylife"

Nessa:"it'sokaybabe,I'llalwaysbehereforyou,I'm

notgoinganywhere"

Irestmyheadinherlapandwrapmyarmsaround

her

Nessa(humming):"mmhmmhmmh...mhmh

mh...mmhhmmhhmmhh..mmhmmhmmhmmh"

( Don'tworry

aboutathing

Causeeverylittlething

Isgonnabealright )

.

.

.

******

"Sometimes,justwhenyouthinkyouknowpeople.

Theydisappointyouinwaysyouneverthoughtthey

could"(unknown)



*****
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Presh:"maybeyoushouldseeasangoma?"

Ilookather



Me:"howcanyousaythat,yyouknowIdon'tbelieve

insuch"

Presh:"I'mjustsaying,yourmotherbelievedinthem,

andfromthewayyoutoldmeshewastreatingyou,

sheobviouslyhatedyou"

Me:"IIknowmomdidn'tlikeme,bbbutsheonly

showeditphysicallyandemotionally,ifshewanted

tobewitchme,sshewouldn'tlongdoneit.IImean

she'smy(whisper)mom"

Presh:"Iknow,itwasjustasuggestion,ngiyazi

ukuthiuthembeunkulunkulukodwaawukwazi

ukuzibaukuthikukhonaabantuabaphansifuthi

nabathakathibakhona"

(IknowyoutrustGod,butyoucan'tignorethefact

thattherearealsoancestorsandwitches)

Presh:"justasmuchasGodexiststheyalsoexist,

andjustcauseyoudon'tbelieveinit,itdoesn't

meanit'snotthere.Justasthere'sGod,there'salso

thedevil,justcausehe'sbaddoesn'tmeanhe

doesn'texist"

Me:"IIknowPresh,bbutIbelievewhateveris



happeningtome,it'snottoobigformyGod,yeshe

takeshistimebuthewillcomethroughforme,why

shouldIturntoancestorswhenthingsgettough?I

trustGod,please,don'ttalktomeaboutancestors

asifmyGodisnotstrongenoughtoprotectme.I

don'tcarewhattheprobleminmylifemaybe.Who

thesonsetsfreeisfreeindeed"

Sheputsherhandsupinsurrender

Presh:"okayfine,Iwasjustsaying.IjusthopeGod

comesthroughforyousoonerthanlater"

Me:"hewill,soonerorlater,hewill"

Sheopensherarmswide,ImoveclosertoherasI

restonhershoulder.

Sheholdsmeinatightembrace

Presh:"you'llgetthroughthis,butyoushouldat

leastgoseeadoctoraboutthoseabdomenpains"

Sheletsgoofme

Me:"Iwill"

Presh:"good"



Ilookatherforawhiletillshebecame

uncomfortable

Sheshrugshershoulders

Presh:"whyyoulookingatmelikethat"

Iletoutaquietlaugh

Me:"isn'ttheresomethingyouwanttotellme?"

Presh:"No,whatgaveyouthatidea"

Me:"sosowehidingthingsfromeachothernow?"

Presh:"whatareyoutalkingabout?Wealways

together,howcanIhidethings?"

Iraisemybrows

Me:"wowokaysoyouyoumeanyoudidn'tkiss

Justinaweekago?"

Hereyeswidenasshemovesawayfrommeabit

Presh:"Ididn'tmeantoAmahleIpromise,itwasa

mistake"

Ifrown,confusedbyherreaction

Me:"wwhyyoubeingjumpy?It'snotabadthing,is



it?"

Presh:"Iknowyoulikedhimandhelikedyoutoo"

Me:"yeah,Ilikehim,he'sagoodguy,anndthat's

whyhe'dbeperfectforyou"

Presh:"soyoudon'tlikelikehim?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"IItoldyou,Idon'tlikehiminthatway"

Shesighs,relieved.

Presh:"greatnowIfeelbadforavoidinghimand

beingmeantohim"

Me:"unedramakodwaprecious,ongathiuActor

kulamabiskopatelenovelaadlalalakwiTV.

(YousodramaticthoughPrecious,it'sasifyouact

inthesetelenovelaseriesthatplayonthisT.V)

Shelaughsoutloud

Presh:"forgivemeforputtingyourfeelingsfirst"

Ismileshakingmyhead

Presh:"okayfineI'lltalktohim..butenoughabout



me,tellmewhat'sgoingonbetweenyouandthe

haircutguy,youguyshavebecomeclose,Iseethe

wayyoulookateachother"

Ihideawayfromhereyes

Me:"there'snnnothinggoingon"

Presh:"ohhsowehidingthingsfromeachother

now"

Sheattacksmewithmywords.

Ilookatherasshehasherarmsfoldedwaitingon

metosaysomething.

Me:"asyousaid,he'swaywayoutofmyleague"

Presh:"notwhenhe'sinterestedinyouidiot"

Me:"he'smybossprecious"

Presh:"evenbetter!Doyoulikehim?"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"IIdon'tknow,abit"

Presh:"that'sgood,Idon'tmeantobebadinfluence

whenitcomestolove,butwepromisedeachother



we'llgetoutofhere,andifyoudatethehaircutguy...

Me(cuttingheroff)...he'snameisLulonke"

Shesmilesrollinghereyes

Presh:"Lulonke,willbeourticketoutofhere,ifhe

caresforyou,hewon'twantthislifeforyou"

Iclearmythroatlookingawayfromher

Presh:"what?"

Me:"nnnothing"

Presh:"youreyesaretellingmesomethingyouare

not"

Isighandlooksupather

Me:"well,he,hekindofdidsomethingbigforme"

Shefrownstiltingherheadbackabit

Presh:"youdon'tsay?Whatdidhedo?"

Me:"hehettalkedtohisboss,andImightbegoing

tovarsity"

Shecovershermouthindisbelief

Presh:"ohmyGosh!YouseewhatI'mtalkingabout?



He'salreadymakingyourdreamscometrue"

Me:"NoPresh,Ican'ttakethisoffer"

Presh:"areyoudumb?"

Ilookather

Presh:"Nolikeseriously,areyoudumb?"

Me:"I'mnotdumbprecious,Ican't,whatifhe'sjust

doingthistogetundermypanties?"

Presh:"ohmygoshAmahleyouarecluelessaren't

you?That'sactuallygoodifhewantstogetunder

yourpanties"

Me:"what?"

Presh:"whatwasthereasonofwantingboyfriends

inthefirstplace?Forthemtopopthecherryforus"

Isigh

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Presh:"Amahle,youandLulonkewilldate,hetakes

youtovasity,hebreaksyourvirginity,he'llprobably

beabletoconvincethebossforyoutonotwork

hereanymore.Imeanwhywouldtheyletyoustudy



iftheywon'tletyougoliveyourlifeasadoctor?"

Me:"Iknow,butwhataboutyou?IIIcan'tleaveyou

heretocontinueworkinghereanddoingthese

nnastythings"

Presh:"don'tworryaboutme,aslongasyououtand

free,I'llfindanotherway"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,no,wepromisedwe'llgetoutofhere

together,ifyoustayingI'mstaying"

Presh:"don'tbestupidAmahle,thisisaonceina

lifetimeopportunity,yourGodisfinallycoming

throughforyou,don'tblockhisblessingsbecause

ofme"

Me:"ifitwastheotherwayaround,wouldyouleave

me?"

Sheshakesherhead

Me:"maybeIshoulddatehim,thentalktohimabout

youalsogoingtovarsity"

Presh:"yousee,nowyouusingyourbrain"



Me:"but,I'llbeusinghimformyownselfish

reasons"

Presh:"selfish?ThesepeoplestoleusAmahle,they

putdrugsonus,theywantustobeprostitutesand

sleepwithmenformoney,howiswantingtobefree

fromthatselfish?"

Me:"IIguessit'snotabadthing"

Presh:"notatall"

Me:"IguessI'llgivehimashot"

Presh:"youbettermakeitquickcauseinafew

weekswemovingtotheotherdepartment"

.

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.



.

.

Weareinbedcuddlingaswetrytocatchour

breaths

Me:"rememberItoldyouaboutthegirlNoahcame

withtosleepwithherinfrontofme?"

Lowell:"mhm"

Me:"well,Igothertakencareoff"

Helooksatme

Lowell:"whatdidyoudo?"

Me:"IgavehertoReid,shekissedmyhusbandin

frontofme,shewasevenwillingtosleepwithhim

infrontofme.Ifshewantstobeahomewrecker

thenshemustknowhowtheyaredealtwith"

Hemoveshisarmfromme

Lowell:"comeonlulama,itwasyourhusband'sidea

tobringherovertopunishyou,it'snotlikeshe

decidedtosleepwithhim,heprobablypaidher.

Whyyouhadtoruinthegirl'slifebygivingherto



thatman?That'ssoheartlessofyou"

Hegetsup

Me:"heartless?Sowhatyourbrotherdidtome

wasn'theartless?"

Lowell:"youfuckencheatedonhimforcryingout

loud,whyyouactinginnocentasifyoudidn't

deservewhathedid,andquietfranklyIthinkhe

wastookind,heshould'vefuckedherandmakeyou

watch"

Iholdmychestinshock

Me:"youtalkingtomelikethat?"

Lowell:"IcameheretoendthisLulama,what's

goingonbetweenus,it'sover,I'mtiredofwatching

youslowlyturningmybrotherintoamonster,he's

comealongwayfromhealingaboutwhat

happenedwithhisexwife,ifhefindsoutaboutthis,

hewon'thesitatetokillyouandIboth"

Me:"kill?Ohplease,Noahistoogoodforthat,he

can'tevenstaymadatmeformorethanfive

minutes,helovesme"



Me:"anditshouldstaythatway,this,us,weend

now,youloveNoahandhelovesyoutoo.It'stimeI

respectthattoo"

Me:"butwe'vetriedthatbeforeandwefailed.What

makesyouthinkwe'llpullitoffthistime?Stop

beingdramaticandcomebacktobed"

Lowell:"wellthistimewe'llpullitoffcauseI'vefallen

forsomeoneelse"

Agaspescapesmymouthwhileholdingitin

disbelief.

Me:"fallen?Youhavefallenforsomeoneelse?

(Laughs)pleasequitplayingLowellandcomeback

tobed"

Heputsonhispants

Lowell:"yes,she'sbeautiful,hasasmiletodiefor

andapurekindheart.Somethingyoulack"

Heputshisshirton

Me:"areyoutalkingtomelikethat?"

Lowell:"I'mdonewithyouLulama,you



shouldstartrespectingyourmarriage

asmuchasit'sarranged,mybrother

istryingtomakeitwork,atleastmeet

himhalfway"

Hetakeshiscarkeys

Lowell:"thanksforthelastround,thatwas

ourgoodbyesex"

Hewalkstowardsthedoor

Heturnstolookatme

Lowell:"bye"

Heclosesthedoorbehindhim

TearsthreatenmeasIlosemy

breathingpattern

Igrabthepillowbesidemeandroughlythrowitto

thedoor.

.

.



.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

.

Idrovetothehospital.

It'sbeenawhilesinceI'veseenmybrother.

Wenevergothislongwithoutseeingeachotheror

hangingout.

Hehasn'tevencalledme,thatisunlike

him.

"DrNhlabathiwillnowseeyou"

Afterawhilewaitinginthewaitingroom

Iputthemagazinedownandheadtohis



office.

Me:"DrNhlabathi"

Helooksupatme

Noah:"Lowell"

Helooksbackathispapers

Thatwascold

Me:"Nohandshake?Nohugs?Nothing?"

Noah:"I'mverybusyLowell,ifuzeleukuzicitha

isithukuthezithisisnotthetime"

(Ifyoucametowastemytime)

Me:"wow,someonewokeuponthe

wrongsideofthebed"

Helooksatme

Noah:"andwhichbeddidyouwakeupto?"

Me:"what?"

Noah:"Lowell,whyareyouhereman,I'm

workingandIdon'thavetimetoentertainyou"



Me:"whyyoubeingsocold?Isitdad,he'sbeating

momagain?IswearNoah,Idon'tknowwhyyou

don'twantustokillthatmanalready"

Noah:"Dadisnotbeatingmom,she'sfine,theygood

now"

Me:"oh,thenwhyyousomoody?"

Hesighsandputshispendown

Hesitsbackandlooksatme

Noah:"youhavemyattention,howcan

Ihelpyou?"

Me:"youcan'thelpmewithoutasmile

onyourface"

Hechucklesthenbrusheshisface

andlooksatmewithasmile

Me:"that'smorelikeit,nowgetupandgivememy

hug"

Noah(laughs):"Ithoughtyouhatedthose?

Somethingaboutbeinggay?"



Me:"wellit'sacceptablenowcauseI

missedyou"

Wegetupandshareabriefhug.

Wesitbackdown.

Me:"there'ssomethingIneedtodiscusswithyou"

Noah:"whatisit?"

Me:"howaboutwetalkoverbeersattheclub"

Noah:"eish,I'llknockoffabitlatetoday"

Me:"it'sokay,there'snorush"

Noah:"whatisitabout?"

Me:"it'saboutthegirls"

Noah:"themillionairebabies?"

Ilaugh

Me:"yesthoseones"

Noah:"whycan'tyoujusttellmenow?"

Me:"it'sbeenawhilesincewehangout"

Noah:"okaythen,I'llseeyoulater"



Me:"I'llseeyou"

Igetupandwalkout

.

.

.

BackinZululand

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

"Umawakhoufunaukukbonankosazane"

(Yourmotherwishestoseeyouprincess)

Me:"okay,ngiyeza"

(I'mcoming)

Me:"kaziufunanimanje,yazumah



usezoqalaukungidina"

(Iwonderwhatshewantsnow,youknow

momisstartingtogetonmynervesnow)

Muzi:"umawakhosthandwasam,udlala

ukuk'khumbulanje"

(She'syoumothermylove,shejustmissesyou)

Hegetsontopofme

Muzi:"kodwake,kumeleiqaleidleukudlakwayo

inkosiphambikwokuthiuhambe"

(Butthekingneedstoeathisfoodbeforeyougo)

Hegoesdownonme

Istartmoaningoutloudashelicksme

good.

ThefirsttimewehadsexIhadtogetfakebloodto

dirtythesheetssothat

IcouldprovetotheQueenthatIwasa

virginasshedidn'tbelieveme.



ThenSaqwithigavememuthion

myweddingdaytodeceivetheancestors,for

umhlwehlwe(thecaul)to

notdropfrommyshoulders

asitwould'vebeenasignofnotbeing

avirgin.

AfterIreleasehecomesbackupand

kissesme.

Thismanisverymaturedandheisa

beastinbed.

ButI'mafraidthathemightlovemea

bittoomuch,morelikeobsession.

I'menjoyingitthough,he'streatingme

goodandlifehasneverbeenbetter.

Me:"othingihambengiyobhekaukuthi

ufunani"

(Letmegoseewhatshewants)



Muzi:"namkumelengiyobhekananezam"

(Ialsohavetogorunmyownerrands)

Wegetupandgetdressed.

Iheadtothebigloungeandfind

momonthesofadrinkingjuice

Me:"mah"

Mom:"mmhayisukamadodaowubheke

ukuthiugezekekahlekanjani"

(Lookatyouglowing)

Irollmyeyes

Me:"sawubonamah"

Mom:"yebo,unjanikodwasisi"

(Howareyoudoing?)

Me:"ngiyaphilawena?"

(I'mgoodandyou?)

Mom:"eish,ngikhathazekile"

(I'mworried)



Me:"yinndabamah?"

(What'swrongmom?)

Mom:"usiswakhouthathekonkeokwakhe

wahamba,uthiyenaangeke

abeyingxenyayemikhubayethu"

(Yoursisterpackedherbagsandleft,shesaidshe

won'tbepartofourschemes)

Me(laughs):"hehehe,ayibo,uthiuzoyaphi?"

(Wheredoesshethinkshe'llgo?)

Mom:"uthiphelausebuyelenenomuntuwakhe,

uzoyohlalanaye"

(Shesaid,shegotbacktogetherwithher

babydaddy,soshe'llgostaywiththem)

Ishakemyhead

Me:"ayi,myeke,sizobonamasebehlukanafuthi

uzozaegijimaexolisa,uThandileabuyeabeyislima

kodwa"

(Leaveher,we'llseewhentheybreakup,she'll



comerunningbackapologising,

Thandilecanbestupidattimesthough)

Shesighs,shakesherheadanddrinksherjuice

Mom:"manje?Kwenzekani?Uyakhulelwanoma?"

(So,what'sgoingon?Areyougettingpregnantor

what?)

Me:"hawumah,ngizokutshelamasekunjalo"

(Mom,I'lltellyouwhenithappens)

Mom:"sheshaphelasisiuSaqwithiuyayidinga

lengane,namisengifunaukuphumakulendawo

manje"

(Hurrygirl,Saqwithiwantsthebaby,Ialsowantto

getoutofthisvillagealready)

Me:"khululeka,kuzokwenzeka"

(Don'tworry,it'llhappen)

Me:"uthiningendabakaAmahle?Uyamaziukuthi

ukephi?Uzomdedela?"

(WhatisshesayingaboutAmahle?Doessheknow



wheresheis?Willsheletherfree?)

Sheshakesherhead

Mom:"uthiusegoli,Cha,angekeamdedele,uthi

impiloyakheisezandlenizakhemaje,inyokayakhe

iyamthanda,semshadisenayo"

(Shesaysshe'sinJoburg,andNoshewon'trelease

her,shesaysherlifeisinherhandsnow,she

marriedherofftohersnake)

Icovermymouthshocked

Me:"ayibo"

Mom:"ayisekhointoesingayenzaukusizauAmahle

manje,okwenzekilesekwenzekile"

(There'snothingwecandotohelpAmahlenow,

what'sdoneisdone)

Me:"mmh"

Mom:"wena,sheshaukhulelwe,uSaqwithiangeke

alindeisikhathieside,uzozeapheliseyonkelento

yakhonenkosimasimoshelaisikhathi"

(Youjustfocusongettingpregnantquickly,



Saqwithiwon'twaitforlong,she'llendyour

relationshipwiththekingifwewastehertime)

Me:"yah,ngiyazimah"

(YesmomIknow)

Mom:"amaphoyisaalivalileicalalokufunauAmahle,

angekesisazikhathazangayemanje"

(ThepoliceclosedthecaseoflookingforAmahle,

wedon'thavetoworryaboutheranymore)

Isigh

Me:"mmhkuncono"

(That'sbetter)

Shesmilesasshesipsonherjuice

.

.

.

.

.

Laterthatevening



Noah

.

.

.

DrCohen:"youcancelingonusagain?"

Me:"I'msorry,butfamilycomesfirst"

Shesighsbowingherheaddown

Me:"I'llmakeituptoyou,Ipromise"

Shelooksupwithasmile

DrCohen:"it'sokay,don'tmindme"

Me:"No,I'llmakeitup,I'malwayscancelling,next

thingmycolleagues

willstartnotlikingme"

DrCohen:"youimpossibletonotlike

doctor,weunderstand"

Ismile

Me:"well,haveagoodone"



DrCohen:"goodnight"

Shegetsinhercar

Ialsogetinmineanddriveofftotheclub.

Iheadtoourusualspot.

Ifindhimalreadysittingthere,Igouptohim.

Wedoourfamoushandshake.

Lowell:"Ithoughtyouweren'tcoming"

Me:"howcanIstandupmyownbrother"

Lowell:"you'dnever"

Me:"suchbetrayal,never,IsaidI'llcome

andhereIam"

Hechucklesnervously

HeasksCandicetoaskawaitertobringusour

drinks.

Lowell:"sowhat'supman,howyou'vebeen"

Me:"I'vebeengoodbro,justswampedwithwork

that'sall"



Lowell:"Iunderstand,thecompanyhasalso

occupiedmealot,andyourdadisnothappywith

meleadingthisproject"

Me:"Dad,shouldjustgetoveritandallowyoutodo

this,Imeanyoutakinghiscompanytothetop"

Lowell:"Idon'tknowwhythatmandoesn'tlikeme"

Me:"it'snotthathedoesn'tlikeyou,hejustwantsto

controlmylifeandwantsmetobetheonedoing

whatyoudoing"

Lowell:"whythough?"

Me:"I'vegivenupquestioningyourfather'sactions"

Wesitbackandlookateachotherthoughtfully

Me:"sowhatisitaboutthegirlsyouwantedtotell

me?"

Lowell:"okay,soyouknowthere'sthevery

expensiveone?"

Me:"yeah,Irememberthemultimillionaireone"

Hecackles

Lowell:"well,Ihavefoundinterestinher"



Isitup

Lowell:"andI'mallowinghertogotovarsity"

Myeyespopout.

Me:"oh?"

Lowell:"Iknowwenotsupposedtodothis,but,Ilike

her,alot"

Me:"youlikeher?Soyouwillingtoriskourbusiness

becauseofher?"

Lowell:"Iknow,butman,youshouldhearhertalk

aboutherdreams,shedoesn'tbelongheredude"

Me:"andalltheothergirlswe'vetakenwhohave

dreamsbelonghere?"

Lowell:"No,butIlikethisone"

Me:"youlikeher?DammitLowell,thenfuckher,

pleasureyourselfandcontinuewithlife.That'swhat

youdidwithCandice?Andlookatyounow,you

donewithherandwestillhaveherworkingand

bringingmoneytotheclub"

Lowell:"it'sdifferentwithAmahle,it'snotlust"



Me:"ofcauseit'slustLowell,youweremassaging

hertummy,shegaveyouaboner,andnowyou

wanttofuckher.

Doit,justdon'tbedoingstupidthings

likesendinghertovarsity,thesegirls

needtodependonus,theylivingabetter

lifehere,wegivingthemfreedomandeverything

theywant.There'snoneedto

pushit"

Lowell:"Idon'twantAmahletobepartofthis

anymore,we'llgetanothergirl.

Iwanttomakehermine"

Me(chuckles):"overmydeadbody,you

takethatgirltovarsity,I'msending

herbacktowhereweboughthertobe

alowlifesexslaveanddrugmule"

Lowell:"youwouldn't"

Me:"tryme"



Hesitsback

Me:"justfuckherhereman,youcanstilltakeher

outondatesandshit,untilyou'vehadenoughthen

lethercarryon

withherlifeworkingforus"

Lowell:"it'snotaboutfuckingherNoah.

Iloveher...Iloveherokay"

Me:"Love?Whatdoyouknowaboutlove?"

Lowell:"Idon'tknow,butIknowIfeelsomething

differentforher"

Me:"whileyoustillbusyfuckingotherwomenbut

yousayyouinlove(chuckles)quitplaying"

Lowell:"fuckingotherwomen?"

Me:"yeah,youknowyourself,youliketheladies,you

can'tcommit"

Lowell:"maybeI'llchangeforher"

Me:"fallforsomeoneelse,thegirlsare

offlimits"



(Silence)

Me:"Ishouldgo"

Igetup

Me:"Ihopeyoustopthinkingwithyourdickand

startusingyourhead"

IturntowalkawaywhenIbumpintosomeone.

Theglassesbreakonthefloorspillingallthe

alcohol.

Thetraybumpedmystomachreallyhard

Me:"fuck!"

Thegirlgetsupasshefellflatonthefloor,she

panickspickingupthepiecesofglass

Lowellrunsuptoher

Lowell:"areyouokay?"

Me:"sweetheart,Isuggestyoudon'ttouchthatwith

yourbarehands"

Shelooksupatme,hereyespopout

asifshejustsawaghost,welockeyesforawhile



Me:"areyouokay?,yourhandisbleeding"

.

.

.
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"Areyouokay?Yourhandisbleeding"

******

IloveyouIndy,butIdon'twanttohurtyou"

"Youdeservesomuchbetterthanme,I'mnotthe

personyouthinkIam"

"I'mleaving,you'llneverseemeagain"

*******

Thatvoice,that'sthevoice,amIina

dreamagain?IsitpossiblethatI'm

sleepingandthisisalladream?

"Mahle,weshouldtakecareofthatwound,come,



getup"

Lulonkehelpsmegetup,Iremovemy

eyesfromtheotherguyandlookathim

Lulo:"weshouldtakecareofthat"

Me:"IInneedtocleanthhismessupfirst"

"Youdon'thavetodothat,someoneelsewilltake

careofit.Gotakecareofyourhandplease

sweetheart"

Ilookupathimfromhead

Hehasdreadlocks,theyneatlydonewith

acleantrim

Hehascolourfuleyes,Ican'ttellwhether

theygreyorgreen.

He'swearingaformalnavyshirtandablacktie,his

musclesclearlyvisible.

Istopanalyzinghimanyfurther.

Coulditbetheguywiththesoothingvoice?

IshetheMrdreadlocksguytoo?



MrDreadlocks:"hello?Areyouthere?"

Ilookupathim

MrDreadlocks:"youkindazonedout"

IlookatmyhandandnoticedLulonkehasalready

wrappedaclotharoundit.

Lulonke:"comehaveaseat"

BeforeIcouldjumpovertheglasshe

picksmeupinstead.

Thedreadlocksguycontinuestowalk

awayfromthevvipsection.

Lulositsnexttome,hetakesmyhand

Lulo:"areyouokay,doesithurt?"

Me:"it'sjustalittlecut,musaukubanehaba"

(Don'texaggerate)

Lulo:"yougotmealittleworriedthere"

Me:"I'mfffine,itdoesn'tevenhurt"

Helooksatmeandsmilesfaintly



Lulo:"aboutyesterday....

Me:"Ihavetogetbacktowork"

Lulo:"no,please,listentome"

Isighandsitback

Lulo:"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantomake

youfeelasthoughmyintentionsare

tosleepwithyouoranythingofthat

sort"

Me:"it'sokay,everythingjusthappened

sofast,IIdidn'tmeantomakesuch

accusations"

Lulo:"youhadeveryrighttoandIwant

tobehonestwithyouMahle"

Me:"honest?"

Headjustshimselftofaceme

Lulo:"Idon'twantyouworkinghere

anymore,Idon'twantyouopening



yourlegstodifferentmenformoney"

Ilookdownatmyhands

Lulo:"Iwantyoutogotovarsityand

chaseyourdreams,Iwantyouto

becomethebestdoctorintheworld,

IwantyoutobehappyandIalsowant

tobepartofitall,throughyourupsand

downsinlife.Iwannabetheonewho

holdsyourhandandcelebrateyour

littleorbigwinsandbetheretowipeyourtears

throughyourlittleorbigstruggles"

Ilookathimthenbackatmyhands

Me:"wwwhydoesitfeellikeyouasking

formyhandinmarriage?"

Helaughs,Ismilewhilelaughingaswell

Lulo:"maybenotrightnow,butifyou

givemeachancetoprovetoyouthat



Iqualifytobethedoctor'shusband,I'llbe

goingdownononekneesoon"

Ican'thelpbutsmile

I'mtooshytolookhimintheeyes.

Lulo:"whatdoyousaylittleMiss?"

Me:"uhmletmethinkaboutit"

Hepullsmeclosertohim,heputsmy

legsbetweenhisashemakesmesit

onhislap.

Hemoveshisfaceclosetomine

placinghisforeheadonminewithhis

nosebrushingagainstmine.

Myeyesdropfromhiseyestohislips

astheytouchmine

Hiswarmbreathehittingagainstmine

sendschillsdownmyprivatepart.

Idon'tknowwhyit'sreactingthisway



isitbecauseI'msittingonhiscrotch

whichisgettingharderbeneathme.

Lulo(whispers):"here'ssomethingtothinkabout"

Hefinallycapturesmylipsinhis

Hedoesthatmovementagain,Ifollow

hisleadasIgetthetoplip.

Mybreathingstartsgettingheavieras

myheartbeatsabnormally.

Mybreathingisstartingtosoundlike

ascratchedCDwiththepausesin-between.

Hepullsmywaistcloser,hewrapshis

armsaroundmetightly.

Idon'tknowwheremylogicwenttobut

I'mstartingtofeelcomfortableasmy

handscuphisface.

IfinallypulloutasIfeellikeI'mrunning

outofbreath.



Itrytocatchmybreathe,itfeelslike

Iwasrunningordrowning.

Oureyeskeepcontactashelicksand

biteshisbottomlip.

Me:"III.....

Iclearmythroattryingtofindmy

missingvoice

Igetupfromhim,myeyeslandtowhere

Iwassitting,hismanhoodveryvisible

liningagainsthisthigh.

Me:"Ishouldgetbbacktowork"

Mywholesentencecomesoutasa

whisper.

Lulo:"Ihopeyoumaketherightdecision"

Hegetsupgrabbinghiscarkeysand

phonefromthetable

Hestandsreallyclosetome



Lulo:"I'llseeyoutomorrow,goodnight"

Heplaceshislipsonmyforeheadfora

whilethenmakeshiswayoutofsight.

Leavingmetremblinganddistraught.

Me(whisper):"whatjusthappened?"

.

.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Ipulloutmytie,thenstartunbottoningmyshirt.

Lulamaisfastasleep,mybrothermust

betiringherwithalltheroughsneaky



sex.

Itakeoffmypantsthenheadtothe

bathroom

Itakeanicewarmshowerwashingmy

bodythoroughly.

Ican'tbelieveLowellthinkshe'sinlove

withsomeone,can'tbelieveit'soneof

thegirls.

Hemustbeoutofhismind,thosegirls

arefortheclub,theyofflimits,theyfor

business.

IgetouttheshoweranddrymyselfasIheadtothe

room.

"Heybaby,whendidyougetback?"

IlookatherthroughthemirrorasI

lotionmybody

Lulama:"IhaveGoodnews"



Me:"whatisit?"

Lulama:"Iwasacceptedatwitsformediastudies"

Iputonmybriefs

Me:"really?"

Lulama:"yesbabe,aren'tyouproudofme?"

Me:"formediastudies?Yeahsure"

IgetinthecoversasIgrabmylaptop

andgettowork.

Lulama:"comeonNoah,I'mtryinghere

you'vebeensocoldtomeeversincethatday,Itold

youIdidn'tcheatonyou

themaidconfessedbutyoustillmadat

me?"

IavoidherasIcontinuewithmywork

Sheclosesmylaptoproughly.

MynoseflickersasIfeelmybloodboil

flushedbysuddenanger



Me:"whydon'tyoubreakit?Justthrowitonfloor

anddestroyitonceandforall"

Lulama:"NoNoah!Iwon'tstandthisanymore,I'm

yourwife!Ineedyour

attention,youdon'teventouchmeanymore!"

Shetakesmylaptopandthrowitonthe

floorasifmyhardworkisapieceoftrash.

Thisgirlclearlydoesn'tknowme.

Shegetsontopofmewrappingherarmsaround

myneck.

Lulama:"I'mthewife,notyourlaptop,youmarriedto

me,notyourwork"

Me:"didyoujustthrowmylaptop?"

Lulama:"I'llgetyouanewone,justkissme"

Shesmashesherlipsonmine.

Ipushheronthebed,shegigglesexcitedly.

Iplacemyhandaroundhernecksqueezingit.

Me:"youfuckendisrespectfullittlepieceofshit,I've



toleratedyourdisgustingshittybehaviorforway

toolong,Ididn't

wanttoputmyhandsonawoman,but

you'veprovedtonotbeawoman,you

areahorney,loud,crazydiarrheawatery

kindashit,whodoyouthinkIamhuh!?

IsitbecauseIletyougetawaywithit?

Youthinkyoucantalktomeanyhow!?

Yihsfebe!?"

Hereyesflipoverasherbodystopsfightingforlife.

Iwaitforherpulsetogetweakerforher

topassout.

Iletgoofherasshehaspassedout.

She'llwakeupafterafewminutes.

Igetoffherandheadtomyothersecret

woredrope.

.



.

.
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Igetoutofthebathtubandheadtothe

bedroom.

IlotionmybodythenthrowonmyPJs

Igetunderthecoversandswitchonthe

TV.

Myminddriftsofftoearlier.

Iplacemyhandonmylips,Icanstill

feelhislipsonmine,Igetafunnyfeeling

justthinkingaboutit.



IgetoffbedandtaketheshirtIwas

wearingearlier,IgetinbedwithitasI

sniffonit.

Itsmellsofhiscologne,it'sintoxicating.

Mymindkeepsreplayingthekiss,I

findmyselfsmilingnonstop.

Isthishowlovefeelslike?AmIinlove?

I'veneverfeltlikethisbefore.

I'veneverbeeninlove,I'veneverreceived

love,I'mnotsureifthisishowit'ssupposedtofeel

like.

IneverthoughtthisishowI'dfindlove,

Idon'ttrustmyselftolove,whatifIcan't

doittherightway.

DoIhavetoinvolvemyheartinit?It's

alreadybeenbrokensomanytimes.

Idon'tknowifit'ssafeformetoputit



outthereonlytoexposeittopainonce

again.

Isniffmyshirtoncemorewithmyeyes

closed.

Ilookatmyhandwhichisplastered.

"sweetheart,Isuggestyoudon'ttouchthatwith

yourbarehands"

"areyouokay?yourhandisbleeding"

Ican'thelpbutthinkthat'sthesamevoiceinmy

dream,maybeit'snot

Imeanifitwasthemaninmydream

shouldn'tIhavefeltsomethingforhim

somethinglikeloveatfirstsight?

Dreamsarejustdreamsanywaythey

don'talwaysmeansomething.

Besidesit'snotlikeI'maprophetandI

dreamofthingsthat'llhappeninfuture.



Myhandstartsitching

Iscratchit,mywholearmstartsitching

IscratchuntilInoticemyskinshredding.

Me:"whatthehell?"

Ipeelitoffasitgoesallthewaydowntomyhand.

Ilookattheshreddedskinandthrowitonthefloor

asithassnake

patterns

Iscreamoutloudtryingtoscratchoffthescaleson

myskin

Iunlockthedoorandknockatprecious's

door.

Sheopens,Ithrowmyselfintoherarms

crying

Presh:"whatwrong?Areyouhavingnightmares

again?"

Me:"snake!!Inmyroom,comesee"

Ipullhertomyroomandpointtowhere



Ithrewmyshreddedskin

Presh:"whatisithlehle,Idon'tseeit"

IlooktowhereIthrewIskin

Me:"iiiitsgone,itwasthere,IIIswear,it'sgone"

Presh:"come,yousleepinginmyroomtonight"

Shepullsmyhand,myeyeswonderaroundlooking

fortheskin,Ilookatmyarm,it'sclear.

.

.

.

.

Lulama
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.

.

IgetupasItrytocatchmybreath.

Itryholdingmyneckbutmyhands



weretied.

Itriedmovingmyfeetbuttheywerealsotied

ItriedscreamingwhenIrealizedIhad

ducktapeovermymouth.

Ican'topenmyeyes,it'sdark.

Me:"mmmmmmmh!!Mmmmmmmh!"

"There'snousetryingtoscreambaby"

Ilookaroundbutit'stoodark,Ifeelcoldhandson

myface

Noah:"lookwhatyoumakingmedonow"

Heremovestheblindfold

IwasabouttomovebutIstopasIrealizeI'm

surroundedbysmallcandles

alloverthebed

I'malsobuttnaked.

Noah:"onemove,youburningdownwiththatbed"

Tearscomestreamingdownmyface



Noah:"Itriedtobenice,IwarnedyouasnicelyasI

could,butyoustillchosetobeapaininmyass,

nowlookwhatyoumademedo"

Hepatstheblackstickonhishand

It'sthickandit'scoverediniceasifit'sfrozen.

Hehadblackgloveson

Heremovesthetapefrommymouth

Noah:"youknow,whenImarriedyou,I

thought,arghwhyheroutofallthegirls

intheworld,why?Thenastimewenton

Iwaslike,youknowwhat,letmegiveher

achance,Imeansheactslikesheloves

mesowhynotactforherto,maybeas

timegoeswe'llactuallystoppretending

andloveeachotherforreal,butnope,

youhadotherplansforus"

Me:"baby...



Noah:"ShutUp!!I'mtalkingnow!!"

IstartleassteadyasIcanasIalmost

movedthecandles.

Noah:"Notonlydidyoucheatonmeon

mybed,myveryexpensivecustommadeduvets

andsheets,butyoudidit

with....(breathesinandout)withsome

lowlifeniggaIdon'tknow"

Me:"baby,Iswear,Ididn'tcheatonyou!"

Heraiseshisbrow

Noah:"isthatahighnoteyoutakingwithme?You

goingSopranoonmenowbaby?"

Heasksinacalmtone

Ishakemyhead

Noah:"sinceyoulovedicksomuchbaby

Ihavealittlefunpunishmentforyou"



Ishakemyheadcontinuously

Noah:"youseethis?Iwantittomelt

insideyou,causeyourpussyissowarm

andwelcomingisn'tit?"

Hegetsupandtakesacandles

Heputsmylegsstraightmakingme

layonmyback.

Hedropsthecandlewaterdropletsonmypussy.

Iflinchandscreaminpain

Hedropsthemtrailingthem

upmybreasts,heburnsmynippleswith

them,Icryoutloud.

Noah:"YoumakingFuckingnoise.

Isthatallyouknow?Tomakeabunch

ofnoise?"

Hetakesagagandshovesitinmymouth.

Heopensmylegs.



Hetapsthecoldstickontopofmyfolds

Heslidesitin.

Iclosemyeyes

ItrytoscreamasIfeelcoldnessdeep

inmycervixwalls.

Hehitsmybuttwithawetclothashe

drillsmewiththestick.

Idon'tknowwhethertoconcentrateon

thetowelleavingburningstingsonmy

skinorthecoldthicklongstickinsideme.

ThisistheworstpainI'veneverfelt

mywholelife.

Oncehe'sdoneheremovesit

Noah:"youdidn'tevencomeformebaby?"

Heblowsoutthecandlesthenpushesthemoffthe

bed.

Noah:"atleastmystickmelted,yourpussyreally



satisfiesanystick,doesn'tit?"

(Silence)

Noah:"sonowI'mcrazy?Italktowalls?"

Ishakemyhead

Hegetsontopofme.

Hekissesmylipssoftly,hehands

trailmybodygently,hemoveshiswaist

slowlyagainstmeasifhe'sdancing.

Mypussyclenchesasmybodyyearns

forhim.

Herestshisfacebesidesmine

Noah(whispers):"Iloveyou,don'tmakemeangry

again,causeIwon'tbesonicenexttime"

Heremovesthegagfrommymouth

lettingmycriesescape.

Noah:"runyourmouthtoanyoneabout

whathappenedtoday,youandthepeopleyoutell



willbeinbigbigtrouble"

Helooksatme

Noah:"fromnowon,youendwhatever

youdoingbehindmybackwithwhoever,

Youcheatonmeagain,Iwillknowand

Iwillfindyourboyfriend.Youdonotwishtoknow

whatI'lldotoy'all.

Areyougoingtocheatonmeagainbaby?"

Ishakemyhead,heraiseshisbrow.

Me(Shakeyvoice):"NnnooNo,Iwon't

Iwon'tcheatagain"

Noah:"I'mgladyoufinallycameclean"

Hepecksmylips

Noah:"Idon'twannahurtyoulove,Ijust

wantyoutorespectme.That'sall"

Hesaysbrushingmyhair

.



.

.
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.

It'sintheweehoursofthenightand

everyoneisasleep.

Wegoingaroundthehotel

Me:"yougotthedrug?"

Derek:"yesboss"

Me:"good,we'llstartwithbuhle"

Weheadtoherroom.

Weusethecardtounlockthedoor.

She'ssleeping

Me:"injecther"

Herubsherwithcottontheninjectsher



arm.

Wegetoutandheadtoprecious'sroom

She'salsofastasleepwithAmahlebesidesher.

Me:"injectPrecious"

HeinjectsPrecious

HewasabouttoinjectAmahle

Me:"No,leavethatone"

Derek:"butbosswe....

Me(firmly):"Isaidleaveher"

Wemakeourwayout

Me:"I'llseeyoutomorrow"

Derek:"shoNhlabathi"

Imakemywayoutanddrivehome.

.

.

.

.
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"Thereisahiddenagendainthefragilityof
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Ijustwokeup,Ilookbesidemeandthere'snoone.

Igetoffthebedandlimptothebathroom,my

vaginaisstillsoresoismybody.

Ifillthetubwithwarmwater

"Goodmorningbaby"

Iturntolookathim

Noah:"Imadeyoubreakfast"

Me:"thankyou"

Hefrowns

Me:"thankyoubabe,Iappreciateit"

Hesmiles

Noah:"Igotyousomeherbs,toputinyourwater"

Heheadstotheroom.

Iturnofftherunningwater.

Hecomesbackwithsomeherbsandoils

Hepourstheminmywaters

Noah:"thesewillhelpwiththepain,youjusthaveto



soakyourbodyinthewaterforawhile"

Heholdsupasmallcontainer

Noah:"this,youwillrubitinyourvagina,it'llalso

helpwiththepain,okay?"

Me:"thanksbabe,I'lluseit"

Hemovescloser,Iclosemyeyesasmy

musclestenseup,hewrapshisarmsaroundme

Noah:"don'tworrybaby,don'tbescaredofme,I'm

notgoingtohurtyoueveragain"

Iopenmyeyescomingintocontactwithhis.

Hepecksmylips

Noah:"I'mreallysorryaboutlastnight,Idon'tknow

whatgotintome,Iletanger

controlme,pleaseforgivemebabe?"

Ilookintohissincereeyes

Doeshereallyregretwhathedid

Ican'tevenreadhimanymore,I'mafraidifIsayone

wrongthinghe'sinnocent



sweetfacewillchangetoahorrificmonster.

Me:"Iforgiveyoubabe,Imadeyouangry,forgive

meplease"

Heshakeshishead

Noah:"Nobaby,don'tapologise,Iwaswrong,no

onedeservestobetreatedthatwaynomatterhow

wrongtheywere"

Me:"it'sokaylove,let'sforgetiteverhappened"

Noah:"forgotten"

Weshareadeepintensekiss

Hepullsoutleavingmeyearningformore.

Hemakeshiswayout.

Igetinthetubandsoakmyself

"Babe"

Ilooktowardsthedoor,he'salreadydressedfor

work

Noah:"I'mabouttoheadout,please,whenIgetback

bedressedinsomethingnice,myparentsinvitedus



fordinner"

Inod

Me:"okaybabe,I'llbeready,bywhattime?"

Noah:"bereadybysix,I'llcomepickyouup"

Me:"okaylove,haveagreatdayatwork"

Noah:"Iwill,Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Heheadsout

IsighasIfeelmorerelaxed.

Thatmanscaresmemorethananythingnow,I

neverknowwhathe'sthinking.

ButI'mhappythatheshowsremorse

andaffectiontome.He'sjealousofme

andheeasilysayshelovesme,he'sromantic.He

wasjustmadbecauseI

cheatedandhedealtwithitthebestway

heknewhow,Ialsokindofpushedhim



toactthewayhedidlastnight.

It'sagoodthingI'mdarkskinnedorelsemybody

wouldberedbutinsteadIhavedarkerbruises

whicharenottoovisible.

Ipullupinthedrivewaywayandmakemywayin.

Me:"anyonehome"

"Thisside"

Iheadtothelounge

Me:"where'sdad?"

Nkosi:"wellhellotoyoutoosis"

Irollmyeyes

Me:"Idon'thavetimetofightwithyou,justtellme

wheredadandmomare?"

Nkosi:"doIlookliketheirbodygaud?"

Me:"mxm,yousoirritating"

Nkosi:"justreturningthefavor"

Iheadupstairsandknockintheirbedroom



"Comein!"

Imakemywayinandfinddadhelpingmomeat.

Shelooksterrible.

Me:"heymom,heydad"

Dad:"hiprincess,it'sbeenawhile,howareyou?"

Igositonthebednexttomom

Me:"I'mgood,what'sgoingon?"

Dad:"yourmomisverysick"

Me:"what'swrong?Sincewhen?"

Dad:"it'sbeenamonthnow,she'sbeenveryill,a

weekagoshecouldn'tevengetoutofbedanymore,

njengobasowuzibonelanawekuzekubeyimanje"

(Asyoucanseeforyourselfuntilnow)

Me:"didyoutakehertohospital?Dotheyknow

what'swrongwithher?"

Dad:"wedid,thedoctorskeeprunningtestsbutthey

don'tknowwhat'swithheryet,theysuspectbone

cancer"



Me:"ohno"

Ilookather

Me:"pleasegetbettermom,wecan'tloseyou"

Mom:"Godispunishingmeforallmysins"

Ilookatdadheshrugshisshoulders

Dad:"she'sbeensayingthesamethingeversince

shegotsick"

Me:"whydidn'tyoutellmeaboutthisDad?"

Dad:"Ididn'twanttostressyou,Iwantyoutofocus

onyourmarriage,I'malsofocusedonmine"

Heputsthebowlontheside,thentakesaclothand

wipeshermouth.

Hegetsupandpecksherforehead

Dad:"let'sgototheloungeandletyourmotherrest"

Ireachtokisshercheekbutshemovesherface,

myheartsinks.

Istilldon'tunderstandwhymymotherdoesn'tlike

me.



IgetupandfollowDadoutasweheadtothe

lounge.

Inoticemybrotherisnolongerthere.

Dad:"wouldyoulikesomethingtoeatordrink?"

Me:"Nodad,I'mfine"

Dad:"how'smyprincessdoing?"

Me:"I'mdoinggoodDad,marriageisn'tthatbad,

Noahtreatsmereallywell"

Hesmilesproudly

Dad:"that'sgood,I'mhappytohearthat,hedare

mistreatyouhe'llmeethisancestors"

Me:"wellthatwon'tbenecessarycausehe'sthe

sweetesthusbandalive,andinfacttonightwe

havingdinnerwithhisfamily"

Dad:"oh?That'snice,I'mgladhe'stakingyou

seriously,Ithoughthewouldfoolaroundcauseyou

younger"

Me:"No,he'snotfoolingaround"

.



.
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Me:"haveyouseenPresh?"

Justin:"IlastsawhertalkingtoCandiceandhour

ago"

Me:"andshesaidshewwasgoingforlunchsince

then"

Justin:"I'msureshe'sworkingontheotherside,

maybeshe'swaitressingbytherestaurantofthe

hotel"

Me:"willyoumanagehereonyourown,IIwantto

gocheckonher"



Justin:"I'llmanage"

Iheadoutofthebarandwalktowardsthe

restaurant.

She'sbeenactingstrangesincemorning,she

wasn'therusualbubblyself.

I'mworriedcauseadaydoesn'tgoby

withouthercomingtocheckorannoyme.

She'snotbytherestaurant,Icontinuelooking

aroundforher.

IgocheckbythepoledancingareaIfindher

practicingsomepoledancingwithCandiceand

Buhlewatchingher.

Ididn'tknowwewerestartingtrainingalready,why

didn'ttheyinformmethough?

Iheadinside

Theyclapforheronceshe'sdone

Candice:"well-donePresh,youaregettingbetterat

this"

Isitbythechairs



Candice:"ohheyIndigo,areyoujoiningus?"

Inod

Preshcomestositnexttomeas

CandicecallsBuhleuptostage

Me(whispering):"Presh?"

Shelooksatme

Me:"wehavetotalk"

Presh:"I'mbusy"

IsitbackandwatchasBuhledances

againstthepole.

Candice:"okayladiesyoumaybeexcused,that'llbe

allfortoday,tomorrowwedoinglapdancing"

Preshquicklygetsupandheadsout

Igetupandfollowbehindher

Igrabherarmforhertostop

Me:"Hey!Wait"

Shestops



Presh:"whatdoyouwantfromme?"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?IIwanttotttalktoyou"

Shefoldsherarmsandlooksatme

Presh:"talk"

Me(sighs):"okay,uhm,IthoughtaboutLulonkeand

I'llgivehimachance,he'saniceguyandIthinkhe

genuinelycaresforme"

Sheraisesherbrowandshrugshershoulderswith

attitude

Me:"butI'lltellhimthatI'llgivehimachanceonone

condition..(excitedly)...ifheletsyououtofheretoo,

ffforustobothgotovarsity,thenyoucangoback

toyourgrannyanndwe'llbothbecompletelyfree,

fromthewayheconfessedhisfeelingstomeizoloI

knowhewon'trefuse,(chuckles)we'llfinallybefree

andyoucangostudyyouI.Tandbecomea

softwaredeveloperandIadoctor!"

Itakeherhandsintomine

Me:"wedon'tevenhavetorushbreakingour

virginityanymoreorworryaboutitmuch...aren't



youhappy?"

Sheyanksherhandsoffmine

Presh:"whatmakesyouthinkIwannabefreefrom

here?WakeupAmahle,there'snowayoutofhere,

webelongherenow,weneedtobeloyaltothisclub,

thisiswhatweweremeanttodo,youshouldstart

likingitherecausethere'snowayout"

Ifrown,confusedbyherwords

Me:"whatdoyoumean?Justyesterdaywewere

talkingaboutbeingfreefromthisplace,we've

talkedaboutthissincewegothere...whwhatdoyou

meanwebelonghere?"

Presh:"stoptryingtogetout,thisisourhomenow,

andifyoudon'tstopaboutthisbeingfreething,I

willreportyou.

Thesepeoplecareforus,theysavedusfromthat

horribleplace,theyareourfamilynow,getusedtoit

causetheytheonlyfamilywehave"

Shewalksawayleavingmedumbfounded.

Iwalktowardsthebartryingto



makeoutwhatpreciousjustsaid

andwhyissheactinglikethis?

.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

"Weareimpressedbyyourideas,I'llbecomingin

withmymanagingteamtomorrowandweshall

discussthecontract"

Me:"I'mverypleasedtohearthat"

Client:"buttheCEOneedstobepresentaswell"

Me:"hesurewill"

Client:"okaythen,lookingforwardtogoodbusiness

withyouNhlabathi"



Me:"I'malsolookingforward"

Weshakehandsandheheadsouttheboardroom.

Ilookbackatmyteam

Me:"wedidit"

Theychantinexcitement

Me:"youseethebenefitsofSundaymeetings?"

Theylaughinagreement

Me:"okayteam,todayIwantyouguystogo

celebratecausetrustme,soon,thosewageswillbe

goingup"

Theyclaphandsforthemselves

Iexcuseeveryonetocontinuewiththeir

day.

Iheadtomyofficeandburrymyself

inmorework.

ItakemyphonetemptedtocallAmahle

butIrememberthatshedoesn'thave



aphone.

Shit,IshouldgetheronewhenIknock

off.

Ihatethewaysheeasilydistractsmy

mindnomatterwhatI'mdoing.Ijust

wantherinmyarmsalready,Iwantto

comehometoherandtellheraboutmy

day,Iwanttohugherfrombehindwhile

she'scookingusanicewarmmeal.

Asinnocentassheis,Iwanthertoonly

befreakyforme.Icanalreadyimagine

thethingsIcoulddotoher.

Thisisallforeigntome,ImeanIthoughtIloved

Lulama,butourrelationshipwasmoreofafriend's

with

benefits,that'swhyInevertold

anyoneaboutus,itwasanostrings



attached,butsomehowstringsgot

attachedwhenwecouldn'tgetenough

ofeachother.WithAmahleit'sdifferent

Iactuallyseeafuturewithher,she's

calmandhercalmnesswillbringme

downtoearthwithallthechaosthat

goesoninmylife.

(Phonerings)

Me:"hello?"

"Dinnerwiththerents,seveno'clocksharp"

Me:"why?Istheresomethingimportantto

announce?"

"Idon'tknowman,I'mjustpassingon

theinvitation"

Me:"theycouldn'tevencallmeandinviteme

themselves,whydoyouhavetopassiton?"

"Dude,don'ttakeitpersonal,justcomefordinner"



Me:"fine"

"Seeyoulater"

Me:"bye"

Hedrops.

Thishasbecomeourconversationsnow

dullandboring,hedoesn'tcheckonme

likeheusedto,we'devenhavelunch

togetheralmosteveryday.Iwonder

whatwentwrong?

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

Igetoutandgoaroundtoopenthedoor

forher.



Itakeherhandhelpingheroutthecar.

Iclosethedoorandwewalktowardsthe

houseasIlockthecar.

Mom:"awwmybaby!"

Sheattacksmewithahug

Me:"mom,Imissedyou"

Mom:"you'veabandonedme,youonlylivethirty

minutesaway"

Me:"it'snotlikethatmom"

Mom:"IknowIknow,it'swork,it'salwayswork"

Me:"don'tbelikethat"

Sheholdsmearoundmywaistand

leadsmetothedinningroomavoiding

Lulamaasifshe'snotthere.

Me:"Mah"

Mom:"what?"

Ieyelulama



Mom:"what?"

Isighandshakemyhead

Me:"where'sDad?"

"Sengikhona"

(I'mhere)

Hesaysmakinghiswaytowardsthetable,heholds

momfrombehindand

kisseshercheekshesmilesbrushing

hisarmsaroundherwaist

Dad:"sthandwasam"

(Mylove)

Mom:"yebomnyeniwam"

(Yesmyhusband)

Hekissesheroncemoreashesitsdown.

Ishakemyhead,I'vestoppedtrying

tounderstandmom'sanddad'srelationship,they've

alwaysmanaged



toconfuseus,whentheyfight,theyget

physical,thenthey'dloveeachotherlike

nobody'sbusiness.

"Homesweethome!"

That'sLowellmakinghiswaytothetable.

Me:"Bro"

Igetupandgivehimabriefhug.

Hehugslulamaaswell,Ilookather

assheenjoyshistouch.

Me:"mightaswellmakeloveonthe

tableatthispoint"

Ilaughjokingly

Theyletgoofeachotherashesitsoppositeus.

Mompassesaroundthefoodandwe

diginrightafterpraying.

Dad:"how'sthecompanydoing?"

Heasksbreakingthesilence



Lowell:"it'sgoinggoodDad,todayI...

Dad:"Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou,IwastalkingtotheCEO

ofthecompany"

Hesaysturninghisgazefromhimto

me.

IlookatLowellwholookdownathis

fooddisappointedly.

Momreachesforhishandandgiveshimawarm

smile,Lowellsmilesbackfaintly.

Me:"uhmit'sgoinggoodDad"

Dad:"whatdoyoumeanbyGood?

Me:"uhm,well,ahh...

Dad:"Ididn'tsendyoutoexpensiveschoolsfor

nothing,speakproperEnglishboy,nomauvele

ukhulumeisZuluuqobo"

(OrjustspeakZulu)

Me:"wellLowellhasbeenveryproductive

withthecompany,hemanagedtosignusupabig



deal,we'llbeexploringtheinfrastructureworld,

buildingbridgesandroads,and..yeah,rightLowell?"

Lowell:"Yes,wehadameetingtodayand...

Dad:"IsaidIwanttohearfromtheCEOareyouthe

CEO?DidIpromoteyouperhaps?"

Me:"Dadcomeon...

Dad:"what'swrongwithyourkidsMaNhlabathi?

Ngithimangikhulumanalokuphendulelo,mase

ngikhulumanalokuphendulelo..ayibo?

Ngiyavivinywayin?Ngisehlane?"

(WhenItalktothisonetheotheroneanswerswhen

Italktotheotherthisoneanswers,amIbeing

tested?)

Mom:"baba"

Shewarns

Lowell:"fuckthisshit,Idon'tknowwhy

youevenbotheredcallingme,I'mout"

Hewalkaway

Dad:"hambavele,akhekhookubizile"



(Go,nooneinvitedyouanyway)

Mom:"baba,No,inganeyakholeya"

(Husband,No,that'syourchild)

Sherunsafterhim

IlookatLulamawhoislookingthewayhe

disappearedto

Me:"youalsowannagoafterhim?"

Sheshakesherheadandcontinueseating

.

.

.

.

*****

"There'sapointinlifewerealizethatthereare

somepeoplewe'llneverseeagain.....atleastnotthe

sameway"

******

Tobecontinued
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(Short)

•

•

•

•

•

Lowell

•

•

•

•

•

Mom:"don'tgoson"

Me:"nomom,whyshouldIstaywhere

I'mnotwelcome?"

Mom:"youarewelcomeLulonke,this



isyourhome,youalwayswelcome,

youdon'tneedanyinvitation,youknow

that"

Me:"Daddoesn'twantmehere,he'salwayslikethis,

aslongashisfavorite

sonishere,itdoesn'tmatterwhetherI'm

hereornot"

Mom:"youknowyourfather,unekhanda

eliqinile,he'sjustbeinghisstrictself"

(Hishardheaded)

Me:"yehwellthat'senoughfromhim

foroneday,I'mgoing"

Mom:"please,don'tgo,yougoingto

bebreakingmyheartifyouleave,I

preparedyourfavouritedesert,justfor

you"

Me:"I'msorrymom,Iloveyou,butifI



stayhere,it'llbebreakingmyheart"

Ikissherforehead

Me:"goodnightmom,I'llseeyouwhen

Iseeyou"

Mom:"hopefullysoon"

ShepullsmyfaceIbowandallowher

tokissmyforehead.

Mom:"Iloveyoumore"

Me:"bye"

Igetinmycar

ShewavesandIwavebackasIreverse

Mom:"drivesafely!"

Me:"loveyou!"

Idriveoff

(Fromadistance)

"Loveyou!!"

.



.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Noah'smomcomesbackandjoinus

atthetable.

Noahandhisfatherbeentalkingabout

businesssincewegothereandthey

reallystartingtoboreme

"How'severythingwithyouyounglady?"

Ilookupather

IlookatNoahwhoishavingaserious

conversationwithhisfather,theyeven

movedtothelounge.



Me:"oh,everythingisfine,I'mjustwaiting

tostartvarsitysoon"

MrsNhlabathi:"mmhinteresting,whatareyougoing

tostudy?Isitmedicine?Iknowmyson'spassion

withbeingadoctoralwaysrubsoffonpeople"

Shegigglessoftly

Me:"ohno,I'mnotgoingformedicine"

MrsNhlabathi:"ohIsee,youprobablymore

interestedinthenumbers?Economics,

accounting?"

Me:"No,I'llbedoingmediastudies"

Shefrowns

MrsNhlabathi:"mediastudies?Whatisthatabout?"

Me:"I'llbedoingthingslikefilm,photography,

broadcastandstufflikethat"

MrsNhlabathi:"youwannaworkataradiostation?"

Me:"No,Icanbemanythingsthatinvolvemedia,I

canbeanactress,orajournalistIcanevenworkin

themarketingindustry,thatsorttastuff"



Sheawkwardlynodsherhead

MrsNhlabathi:"pleasehelpmewashthesedishes,

sowecandishdesertforeveryone"

Me:"ohsorryIcan't,Ijustdidmynails,Idon'ttouch

dishes"

MrsNhlabathi:"yeyisukumasisi,ushadilelayikhaya

akuyonaiholidayle,umshado,asambe"

(Youbettergetupyounglady,youaremarriedhere,

thisisnotaholidayit'smarriage,let'sgo)

Igetuppickingupthedishesandfollowhertothe

kitchen

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle



•

•

•

•

•

Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonwithPreciousbut

she'schanged,she's

nodifferentfromallthegirlsthat

workherefortheclub.It'slikeshehas

acceptedthatthere'sabsolutelynoway

outofhere.

She'sbeenavoidingmeallday,she

saidIcanstarttalkingtoheronceI've

acceptedthatwebelonghereandthis

iswhatweweremeanttodo.

It'slikeshe'sawholedifferentperson,nodreams,

nogoals.Shecan'tpossibly



losehopesoquickly,wearesoclose.

It'slikeshejustchangedovernight.

I'mnowinmyroomwatchingTV.

I'vegottenaddictedtoGrey'sAnatomy

I'mlearningsomethingnewaboutbeing

adoctoreveryday,Ilikethewaytheysavepeople's

lives,thesurgerieslook

kindascary,butitbecomesworthit

afterall,alsothedramaistoomuch

Ihopemylifeasadoctordoesn'thave

thatmuchdrama.Thegooddoctor,

hasalsobecomemyfavorite,it'sabit

unrealisticbutIloveit.

Aknockcomesthroughthedoordisturbingmy

show,Ipauseit.

Precioustaughtmethebuttonsoftheremoteand

whattheyfor.

Igoopen,IfindLulonkeleaning



againstthedoorframe.

Me:"Lulo?"

Hewalksclosertomeandpullsme

intoahugashewrapshisarms

aroundmyneck,Iwrapmyarmsaround

hiswaist.

Westaylikethatforawhile

Me:"Lulo?Uuright?"

Lulo:"justholdmeplease"

Iclosemyeyesandallowmyheadto

restonhischest.

Afterawhilehedragsustothebed

Isitbesidehim

Me:"areyouokay?Youseemdown"

Lulo:"Ijusthadalongday,youknow

workcanbedraining"

Inod



Me:"yeahitcan,I'msorryyoudrained"

Helooksatmewithafrownthensmiles

afterawhile

Lulo:"youforgiven"

Me:"forwhat?"

Lulo:"yousaidsorrythatI'mdrainedandIforgive

you"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"it'snotmyfaultthough"

Lulo:"exactly"

Ismileshakingmyhead

Ilookupathimandfindhimstaringat

me.

Lulo:"Iwannakissyousobadlyrightnow"

Ilookdown

Me:"whwhat'sstoppingyou?"

Hepullsmychinup



Lulo:"areyousayingwhatIthinkyousaying?"

Me:"IIthoughtaboutit,anndIwantto

giveusachance"

Hissmileslowlytakesoverhiswhole

face,showingoffhisstraightwhite

teeth

Lulo:"celaungadlalingam,Ialreadyhad

abaddaytoday"

(Pleasedon'tfoolwithme)

Me:"angidlalingawe,Ithoughtaboutit,

andthekissfromyesterdaytoo,Ireally

likeyou,andIwantustohavearelationship"

Lulo:"Yesss"

Hegetsupandrunsaroundinvictory

makingmelaughoutloud.

Hecomestowardsmeandpicksme

upwithmylegsaroundhiswaist,he



spinsmearound

Me:"Lulo!Yougoingtodropme!"

Hedropsmeonthebedfallingontop

ofme

Lulo:"thankyouforgivingmeachance

Ipromise,Iwon'tdisappointyou"

Iplacemyhandonhischeekashe

moveshisfacecloser,wekiss.

Hepullsmylegtowraparoundhim

ashispresseshisbodyfurtheragainst

memakingmefeeleverypartofhim.

Myheartispoundingfastagainstmy

chestasIfearthiscompromisingposition.

Ipushhimalittletobreakoutofthe

kiss.

Me:"wetttakingthingsslowright?"

Lulo:"ofcause,I'mnotgoingtohave



sexwithyou,youdon'thavetoworryaboutthat,I'm

goingtowaitforyouforaslongasyouwantmeto,

I'mjustkissingyou"

Hegetsoffmeandlaysnexttome

Hepullsmetolayonhischest

Lulo:"areyouexcitedaboutstartingschoolsoon,

onlyafewweeksleft"

Me:"I'msupperexcited,Ican'twait"

Lulo:"I'malsoexcitedforyou,medicineisahuge

degreetoaccomplish,and

I'msoproudthatyouwannatakethat

route"

Me:"I'vealwayswantedtobeadoctor,eversinceI

couldremember"

Lulo:"youcan'tcontinuestayingherethough"

Ilookupathim

Me:"why?WhereamIgoingtostay?"

Ican'tmoveinwithhim,Ihopethat's



notwhathe'stryingtosay,Ihardly

knowhimyet.

Lulo:"Iwasthinkingyougetyourown

apartmentforrent,somewherenear

campus"

Me:"oh,yeah,bbbutIdon'tthinkmybursarywillbe

enough,maybeifI

rentaoneroom"

Lulo:"oneroom?Notmygirlfriend,hell

no"

Ilaugh

Lulo:"I'dhavetobreakupwithyou,I'd

ratherbefounddeadthanfoundvisiting

mygirlinaoneroom"

Ilaughevenharderandhithischest

Me:"wwhatdoyouwantmetodo,imali

ekhulumayo"



(Moneytalks)

Lulo:"minaingobaanginayoyin?"

(IsbecauseIdon'thaveit?)

Me:"Ican'tletyoupaymerent"

Lulo:"younotlettingmebabe,I'mjust

goingtodoitwhetheryoulikeitornot"

Me:"alreadymakingdecisionsforme

boyfriend?"

Lulo:"youbettergetusedtoitgirlfriend"

Heplacesmultiplekissesonmyforehead

(Silence)

Me:"Lulo?"

Lulo:"ungasabiukuthisthandwanomababywam

mawuthanda"

(Don'tbeshytosaymyloveormybabyifyoulike)

Igiggle

Me:"okayke,babywam?"



Lulo:"yessthandwasam"

Iadjustmyheadtorestonhis

armasIlookathiminhiseyes.

Hiseyeswonderallovermyface.

Me:"ccanIaskforonefavour?"

Lulo:"favour?Okayanythingforyou"

Me:"canyouaskyourbosstoalsoletmmyfriend

Preciousgotovarsitytoo

IpromisedherifImakeitoutofhere

I'llneverleaveherbehind"

Hemoveshiseyesfrommeandlooks

up

Me:"please,Ican'tleaveherhere,please

Lulo"

Lulo:"whatyouaskingmetodoisverydifficult

Mahle,itwashardenoughto

convincethebossaboutyougoingto



varsity,he'lldefinitelyrefuseforprecious

hemightevenkillmethinkingI'mtrying

tomakeyougirlsescape"

Me:"it'sjjjustonemoregirl,pleaseLulo

Ican'tleavethisplacewithouther,

Itwasapromise,ifshedoesn'tgetto

befree,thenIguessI'llalsostayhere"

Helooksatmewithhisforeheadcrissed

Hegetsupandsitsonhisbutt

Lulo:"comeonMahle,whatyouasking

isimpossible,Ican'tgetyoubothout

ofhere"

Ialsositup

Me:"whynot?yyougotmeout,Ididn't

wanttousethisbut...ifyoureallywanna

bewithme,you'lldothisforme,orwe

canjustforgetaboutusanndI'll



continueworkinghere"

Helooksatmeindisbelief

Myheartisbeatingreallyfast,Idon't

likewhatI'mdoingonebit,Idon't

wanttousehimlikethis.Igenuinely

likehimandusinghisfeelingstoget

whatIwantseemswrong,butit's

Therightthingformetodo.

Lulo:"fine"

Ibreathinandoutrelieved

Me:"thankyoussomuch"

Lulo:"butit'lltakeawhile,itmight

evenbenextyear,butI'llgetherout

Ijustneedyoutobepatientwithme"

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhim

Me:"thankyou,IIreallyappreciateit,

youhaveareallygoodheartLowell"



Hefinallyholdsmebackafterawhile

Heholdsmychinasheturnsmyface

tokisshim.

Icouldgetusedtohiswarmsoftlips.

Lulo:"Ishouldgetgoing"

Hewhispersagainstmylips

Me:"okay"

Hepecksmylipsonelasttimebefore

gettingup.

Ilockthedoorbehindhim.

Ismiletomyselfasjoyripplesthrough

me.

I'mgettingoutofhere.I'mgoingtobe

freeatlast.

.

.

.



.

******

"Onewordfreesusofalltheweightandpainof

life...thatwordislove,butislovemeantfor

everyoneanddoeseveryonemeanit?"(Author)

******

Tobecontinued
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•
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•

Amahle

•

•

•



•

•

IrunuptoPreciouswhowasheadingtothebar.

Istandinfrontofherblockingherway

Me(smiling):"hey!"

Presh:"hi?"

Me:"ccanwetalk"

Presh:"haveyouacceptedthatwenotleavingthis

place?"

Me:"yyyouwrong,Ihhavegoodnews,it'slunchtime,

let'sgototheback"

SherollshereyesIpullherandwehead

Totheroomwherealltheworkerchillandhave

theirlunch.

Presh:"whatisit?"

Me:"ItalkedtoLulonke,hhessaidthathe'llgetus

outofhere,bothofus"

Shelooksatmewithaboredexpression



Me:"jjustaswepplanned,hesaidit'lltakeawhile

beforehecangetyouout,buthe'llgetyouout"

Presh:"youdon'tgetitdoyou?"

Me:"getwhat?"

Presh:"Idonotwanttobesaved,Ilikeithere,thisis

whereIbelong,I'mnotgoinganywhere,Idonot

wishtogotovarsity,IgeteverythingIneedhere"

Me:"IIdon'tuunderstand,thisiswhatwewanted,

ttobefree"

Presh:"itseemsasthoughyoutheonlyonewho

wantstobefree,lookaroundyouAmahle,can'tyou

seehowhappyweare,wealllikeithere,wehave

thefreedomwewant,weliveinahotelforcrying

outloud,wegetexpensiveclothes,whowouldwant

tobefreefromhere?"

Shegetsup

Presh:"ladies!Doanyofyouherewishtobefree

fromthisplace!?"

"HellNo!/Thisishome/thisisparadise/weare

alreadyfree"



Allthegirlsdisagreeallatonce

Ilookaround,theyhappy,theydon't

seeanythingwrongwithbeinghere

Me:"ssomethingisnotright,iitjustdoesn'taddup,

ththisisnotyouPrescious,younotlikethem"

Presh:"wakeupandsmellthecoffeeAmahle,being

hereisforourowngood,thesegirlstheyareour

familynow"

Me:"fine!iiiifyyou...(takesadeepbreath)...iifyou

wwwanna....

EveryoneburstsintolaughterasIfail

tosaywhatIwanttosay.

Ilookatpreciouswhofoldsherarms

andshrugswithattitude

IwipemytearsasIattempttosaywhatIwantedto

say

Me:"iifyouwannastayhere,ggoahead!"

Istormoutwitheveryonestilllaughing



MyvisionisblurryasIpushthroughthecrowd

tryingtogettothebathroom.

"Amahle!"

Ilooktowardsthebar

Justincallsmewithhishand

Iwalktowardsthebar

Justin:"Ineedyoutogoservethesedrinkstothe

gentlemenoverthere.

Hepointsatagroupofmenattheother

sideoftheclub.

Itakethedrinks.Myhandsarestill

shakingmyasI'mstilltryingtocalm

myselfdown,Irushtotheothersideoftheclub

Igivethementheirdrinks

Man:"thanksbeautiful"

InodasIattempttowalkawaybuthe

holdsmyarm



Man:"whydon'tyoukeepmecompany?"

Me:"IIhhavetogetbacktowork"

Man:"partofyourworkiskeepingthecustomers

happy,anditwouldmakemehappyifyouspend

sometimewithme"

Hepullsmecloser,he'sdrunkandso

arehisfriends

Me:"plpleaseIhavetogo"

Man:"comeon,don'tmakemereportyoutoyour

bossforpoorcustomerservice"

Me:"please,lletmego"

Heputshisdrinkdownandpullsme

towardsthedancefloor

Man:"dancewithmeprincess"

Inervouslytrytomovemybody

Candicedidwarnmeaboutthis

shesaidweshouldalwaysdowhatever

thecustomerswant,andweshould



alsoallowthemtotouchushowevertheywant.It's

partofourjob.

Thisisnotthefirsttimethisishappening,I've

managedtoescape

thiskindofharassmentsinceIgothere

Thisisthefirsttimesomeoneis

beingaggressiveandnotlettingme

getaway.Evenifherequestsforusto

gotoaroomIshoulddoso.

I'mnotreadyforthis,whydoesithave

tohappennowwhenI'msocloseto

gettingoutofthisplace.

Heturnsmearoundanddanceswhile

gropinghimselfonme,Ifeeldisgusted

ashebrusheshisdickonmyass.

Me:"letgoofme!!"

Ipushhimoff,hepullsmeandkisses



mebyforce

Man:"I'llpayalotofmoneyforyou,so

relax!"

Helocksmeinhisarmandwalksthroughthe

crowdheadingtothe

hotelsideofthebuilding.

Wegettothereceptionashebooksa

room.

Man:"roomforonewithadoublebedplease"

Iwipemytearsandcomply

Idon'twanthimreportingmeand

havingmesentbacktowhereIwas

bought.IguessI'lldothis,justthis

once,ifIwannamakeitoutofhere

Ihavetofollowtherulesbeforethey

changetheirmindsaboutsendingme

tovarsity.



Theladywritesonsomedocuments

Weheadtothelift

Ifaceddownpreparingmyselfforitto

startmoving.

Beforeitcouldclose,afootblockedbetweenthe

dooranditopened

Thedoorclosed

"Gentleman"

Man:"hi"

"Beautifulladyyougotthere,wife?"

Man:"hooker"

"Oh,don'tIknowyousweetheart?"

Ilookupathim

MrDreadlocks:"ohhyes,oneofthenewgirls"

Man:"yeah,I'vehadmyeyesonhersinceshegot

here,tonight,she'sfinallymine,I'mwillingtopay

anyamountforthisone"

MrDreadlocks:"shedoesn'tseemtobeexcited,



aren'tyouhappyyounglady?Thegentlemanwillbe

payingahugeamountforyou"

Ishakemyhead,Ifeelhisstronghands

squeezingmyneck.

Me:"III'mhhappy,please,I'mhhappy"

Heeaseshisgrip,theliftcomestohalt

Istepoutwithmywobblylegsaswe

approachtheroom.

Iwaitforhimtoopenthedoor.

NextthingIknowhe'sonthefloorwith

MrDreadlocksguysqueezinghisneckuntilhe

passedout.

Heopensthedooranddragshisbodyinside.

Leavingmeastonishedwatching

everythingunfoldinaflashoflightning

Heclosesthedoorandlocksit.

Hedusthimselffixinghisshirtthen



turntolookatmeandsmilesasif

nothinghappened

Him:"doIknowyou?YoulooklikesomeoneIknow"

Me:.....(silence)

Me:"yyoukkilledhim?"

Him:"I'mnotakillersweetheart,Ijustputhimto

sleepforawhile"

Helooksatme,Ilookaway

Him:"youdidn'tagreetosleepingwithhimdidyou?"

Ishakemyhead

Him:"youweregoingtoallowhimtorapeyou?"

Iquiverhuggingmyselfwhilerubbingmy

arms.

Him:"doyoulikeworkinghere?"

IshakemyheadasIquicklywipe

thetearthatmanagedtoescape

Him:"youshouldaskyourbossfor



therestofthedayoff,youdon'tlook

sowellsweetheart"

Hetouchesmyarm,histouchsends

chillsallovermybody,Iflinchabit.

Ilookathishandwhereit'stouchingthenlookback

athimfindinghimlookingatmewithaworried

frown.

"What'sgoingonhere?"

WelooktoourleftandseeLulonkecomingtowards

usthroughthepassage

Lulo:"Amahle,areyouokay?IcameasfastasI

could"

Iwalkintohisopenarmsandbreakdownintotears,

heholdsmefordear

life.

Me:"hhhewwantedtosleepwithme,hhe....

Lulo:"shhhit'sokay,I'mherenow,it'sokay"

"I'llleaveyoutwotoit,youmightwannado



somethingabouttheguyinthisroom"

Hewalksawaylulo'sheadfollowshis

directionuntilhedisappears

Heholdsmyshoulders

Lulo:"whatdidhewant?"

Me:"hhessaidIshouldsleepwithhim,hhe....

Lulo:"Nobabe,Imeantheguythatjustleft,whatdid

hewant?"

Isniffwipingmytears

Me:"nnnothing,hejustssuffocatedhim"

Someonestartsbangingonthedoor

"Hey!Letmeout!I'mgoingtoreportyall!"

Lulo:"come,gopackyourbags,youcan'tkeep

workinghere"

Ilookathim

Me:"yyoumeanthat?I'mleavingtoday?"

Hepullsmeclosertohissideaswe



walkaway

Lulo:"youleavingtoday,whoknowswhat

mighthappennexttime"

.

.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

.

IleftAmahleinherroomtopackherbags.

Ican'tletherstayorworkhereanymore

she'snotliketheothergirls,she'sinher

rightmind.



Igetintheofficeandimwelcomedby

apunchacrossmyfacecausingme

tostaggerbacktowardsthedoor.

Noah:"areyoustupid?Isyourbrainfunctioning

properly?"

Ilickthebloodonthesideofmylip

asImakemywaytowardsthetable

whiletryingtoadjustmyjaw.

Noah:"whyissheinherrightmind?

Youalmostgotthegirlraped,forwhat!?"

Me:"don'tworry,she'spacking,she'sdonewiththis

place"

Noah:"thefuck?Lowell,youarenottakingthatgirl

anywhere"

Me:"whyshouldIlistentoyou?You

hardlyevenrunthisclub,Idomost

oftherunninghere,togetherwiththe

familybusiness,allyouknowisbossing



mearoundwhenitsuitsyou,youknow

nothingaboutbusiness!"

Hemovesclosertome

Noah:"don'tfuckenmakemeangryman

Istillenjoyhavingalittlebrother,don't

makemelosethat"

Me:"isthatathreat?"

Noah:"yes,it'safuckenthreatfornow,don'tmakeit

aprophecy...youweresupposedtodrugallthe

girls"

Me:"Amahleismine,I'llgetanothergirlfortheclub,

butshe'sdonewiththisplace"

Helaughsmovingawayfromme

Noah:"yours?"

Me:"yesmine"

Helaughsevenharderashetouches

theglassvase

Noah:"youbuygirlswithmymoney



andyouclaimthemtobeyours?

Youforgetthatthisisactuallymyclub

youdon'townanythinghere,it's..all..mine"

Imanagetoduckashethrewthevase

atmecrushingitagainstthewall

Me:"Ichoseher,I'llpayyoubackyourmoneyif

that'swhatthisisaboutandI'llstayawayfromyour

club,youcanhaveitall.ButAmahleisnotstaying

here"

Noah:"youseriouslygoingtoletpussygetbetween

us?"

Me:"she'snotpussy,she'shuman,abetteronethan

youandshedoesn'tdeservetobehere,Iloveher,I

thoughtyououtofallpeoplewouldunderstandthat

andyou'dsupportme,butIguess

youstillthatcrazyboywhocan'tcontrolhislittle

emotions"

Noah:"youcallingmecrazy?"

Hechargestowardsme



Iattackhimwithapunchfirst

Ipushhimtothefloorandstartpunchinghim.

Heflipsmeoverandputshisarm

overmyneckblockingmyairway

Noah:"yougoingtoregretthis"

Heletsgoandgetsup

Icoughtryingtocatchmybreathe

Hegrabshiscarkeysandphone

Noah:"yougoingtoregreteverbackstabbingme,

yougoingtoregretit...markmywords"

Hewalksoutbangingthedoorbehindhim.

Me(groansinpain):"fuck!"

.

.

.

Amahle

.



.

.

Ijustfinishedpackingeverythinginthe

suitcasesthatourclothesweredeliveredinwhen

theyfirstcame.

ThedooropensandabruisedLowell

walksin.

Irushtohim

Me:"whwhathappened?"

Hesitsonthebed

Itouchhisface,heflinchesinpain

ItakeoutmyfacecloththatIhad

alreadypackedfrommybag.

Igoandwetitwithcoldwaterthen

walkbacktohim.

Iplaceitonhisbruisednoseandeye

Me:"whodidthistoyou?"



Lulo:"itdoesn'tmatter"

Helooksatme

Lulo:"IthinkIlostmyjob"

Me:"what?...No..iiisitbbecauseofme?"

Lulo:"Nobaby,it'snotbecauseofyou

it'sbecauseofme,butdon'tworryI

don'tneeditanyway"

Me:"Lulo,iifgettingmeoutofherehhascostyou

yourjob,please,it'sfine,Ican

stayhere,it'lltakeawhilegettingused

toitbbuteventuallyI'lladapt"

Lulo:"younotadaptingtothis,ifthere's

anythingyoushouldadaptto,it'svarsity

andlivinghappilyeverafterwithme,we

understandeachother?"

Inod,heopenshisarmwelcomingme

asIlethimcapturemeinhisembrace



Me:"IIpromiseyou,youwillnneverregrethelping

me,I'llstudyhardbbecomeadoctorandbethe

bestwomanforyou..II'llmmakeyouproud"

Lulo:"youalreadythebestwoman,Iknowyou'll

makemeproud,I'malreadysoproudthatyoumine"

Ilookupathim,hemoveshislipscloser

heplacesthemonmineforawhile

Lulo:"areyoudonepacking?"

Heaskswithhislipsstillagainstmine

Me:"yes"

Lulo:"let'sgothen"

IreluctantlymoveawayasIgotake

mybags.

Weheadout

Hecoversmeagainsthischestastheliftheads

down.

Wenowinhiscarontheroad



Me:"whwhereareyoutakingme?"

Lulo:"yougoingtostaywithme,until

Ifindyouanapartmentnearcampus"

Me:"whenwillthatbe?"

Lulo:"I'llprobablyfindsomethingintwotothree

daystime,bityou'llonlymovethereonceclasses

start"

Heglancesatme

Lulo:"Iwannaspendabitoftimewithyoubefore

youmovetoyourownplace"

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Me:"thatsoundslikeagoodidea"

Hetakesmyhandandlocksitwithhis.

ThisisthebeginningofmynewlifeandIjustcan't

helpbutfeelecstaticaboutit

.

.

.



.

Noah

.

.

.

Me:"youpromoted"

Derek:"huh?"

Me:"youtakingoverLowell'sposition

he'sfired"

Derek:"youmeanI'myournewpartner?"

Me:"Yes,butwenotsigninganything,justincase

youalsowannabetraymeinfuture"

Derek:"Iunderstand"

Me:"allgirlsinherearestrictlyforbusiness,younot

allowedtodate

anyofthem"

Derek:"yesboss"



Me:"IwantyoutokeepaneyeonthisAmahlegirl,

sheleftwithmybrother,

she'llbestartingvarsitysoon,Iwannaknow

everythingabouther,fromwhatshelikestowhat

shehates,herallergies,everything"

Derek:"yesboss"

Me:"don'tharmherthough,don'ttouchher,once

shethinksshe'sgotitallfiguredout,thenwe'll

strike.Lether

enjoyherfewyearsoffreedom...Lowellwillknow

betterthantomesswithme,I'vespoiltthatkid

rotten"

Derek:"I'malreadyonitboss"

Noah:"youmaybeexcused"

Hewalksout

Igetupandheadbacktothehospital.

.

.

.



*****

Thesaddestthingaboutbetrayalisthat...itdoesn't

comefromyourenemies"

*****

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:25] :Insert20

•

•

•

•

•

Lulama

•

•

•

•

•



Me:"I'mpregnant"

Lowell:"what?"

Me:"youheardmeLowellandit'syours"

Hegetsupfromhisseatholdinghishead

Lowell:"howsureareyouaboutthat"

Me:"I'mtwoweekspregnant,Noahand

Ihaven'thadsexforoveramonth"

Lowell:"shit!Howdidithappen,wealwaysused

protection?"

Me:"mistakeshappenwithcondomsLowell"

Lowell:"wereyounotonbirthcontrolorsomething?"

Me:"Iwouldn'tbepregnantifIwas"

Lowell:"shitlulama!Thisisaproblem,abigone"

Me:"Iknow,whatarewegoingtodo?"

Lowell(pacing):"okay,thinkLowell,think"

He'spacingwhiledeepinhisthoughts

Me:"youmakingmedizzy,I'mprobablygoingto



startshowingcrazysymptomssoon,andNoahisa

doctor,he'lldefinitelycatchon"

Lowell:"whenlastdidyouguyshavesex"

Me:"itwasourfirsttimebeingintimatelastnight

afterthedinnerwiththeparents"

Lowell:"youhavetotellhimyoupregnantnextweek,

tellhimyouareaweekpregnantandgivehimthis

pregnancytest,itdoesn'tshowanydatedoesit?"

Me:"nottheoneIused,soyouwantyourbrotherto

raiseyourchild?"

Lowell:"dowehaveanotherchoice?LookI'llalways

bethereforthechildatleastIwon'tbefaraway

andhe'smybrother.Itrustthathe'llbeagood

fatherlikehe'sbeenagoodbrothertome"

Me:"whatifinfuturehewantsDNA?'

Lowell:"youmakesurehedoesn't"

Isighandsitback

Me:"IthinkIshouldjustabortthebaby"

Lowell:"youcrazy?Youcan'tdothat"



Me:"thisbabywillonlycausedramainmylife,that's

thelastthingIneed,I'mgettingridofit"

Lowell:"No,don'tdothat,that'smybabytoo"

Me:"yes,butwe'llbepinningitonyourbrother,you

won'traiseit"

Lowell:"I'llbethereforthebaby,justnotasafather

butasanuncle,don'tabort"

Me(sighs):"Idon'tknow,ifNoaheverfindsout"

Lowell:"hewon'tifyoulistentoeverythingItellyou"

Me:"fine,I'llkeepit"

Lowell:"yougoingtohavetostopusingdrugsand

stopdrinkingalcoholwithimmediateeffect"

Me:"arrgh,thisisboringmealready"

Lowell:"I'mseriousLulama"

Me:"fine"

(Silence)

Iwalkuptohim,Ipullhimclosertome

holdinghimaroundhiswaistasIlayon



hischest

Me:"Imissyou"

Hepushesmeoffhim

Lowell:"backoffLulama,Itoldyou,we

aredone,I'minarelationshipnow,Idon'tneedyou

messingitupforme"

Me:"onefinalkiss?"

Lowell:"No,pleaseleavemyofficenow"

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneck

Heyanksthemoff

Lowell:"leavebeforeIhaveyouescorted"

Me(gasps):"you'ddothattome?"

Lowell:"leaveLulama,andnevercontactmeunless

it'saboutthelittlelifeinyourtummy"

Me:"IloveyouLowell,it'salwaysbeenyouandit'll

alwaysbeyou"

Ibrushthesideofhisfacebeforemakingmyway

out.



MyheartliterallystopsasIbumpinto

MrNhlabathiassoonasIclosethedoorofhis

office

Heputshisfingeronhislipwarningme

tokeepmymouthshut.

HeleadsthewayandIfollowbehindhimuntilwe

reachhiscar.

Hedirectsmetogetonthepassenger

seat.

Igetin

Him:"so,youpregnantformyson"

Me:"yessir"

Him:"justnottheoneyoushouldbepregnantfor"

Me:"itwasamistakeI...

Him:"youdon'thavetoexplain,Iheardeverything"

Me:"I'llgetridofit"

Him:"ofmygrandchild?You'lldonosuch"



Me:"whatareyousaying?Ishouldkeepit?"

Him:"yougoingtokeepitandthatchildisNoah's,

doyouunderstand?"

Inod

Him:"anyharmhappenstothatbaby,allhellwill

breaklose"

Me:...

Him:"areweclear?"

Me:"yessir"

Him:"getoutofmycarandyounglady,youbetter

learnhowtocloseyourlegs

I'mkeepingmyeyesonyou,stayaway

fromLowell"

Me:"Iwill"

Him:"andkeepyourmouthshut,don'ttellanyone

includingLowellthatIknowaboutthis"

Me:"Iwon't

Istepoutofthecarandwalktomycar



Istarttheengineanddrivehome.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Aknockcomesthroughthedoor

bringingmebacktoearthfrommy

thoughts.

Me:"comein"

Thedooropen

Ialmostrollmyeyesatthesightofhim

Dad:"Ndodana"

(Son)

Me:"Dad"



Hetakesaseatoppositeme

Dad:"Icametocheckonbusiness"

Me:"oh,Noahisnothere"

Dad:"ifIwantedtotalktoNoahIwould'vewentto

him"

Me:"Ithoughthetoldyoueverythinglastnight,you

neverpromotedme,remember?"

Hechucklesandsitsbackgivingmehis

intimidatinglook

Dad:"okay"

Heputshishandsupinsurrender

Dad:"Iwaswrongtotreatyoulikethat

lastnight"

Okaythat'safirst.Dadneveradmitshe

waswrong,ever.

It'seithermomputhimuptothisorhe's

uptosomething.



Me:"whatdoyouwantBongani?"

Dad:"umthethwamibengizoxolisaforindlela

engenzengayoizolo"

(ActuallyIcametoapologizeforthewayIacted

yesterday)

Me:"it'snothingnewDad,I'musedtoit"

Dad:"justacceptmyapologyandstopwiththeself

pity"

Me:"Ireallyhavealotofworktodo"

Dad:"look,Idon'twantyouthinkingIhateyouor

something,Idon't,youare

mysonandIloveyoubothequally"

Me(chuckles):"yeahsure"

Dad:"youaremyyoungest,andhonestly

Ifeellikeyoutoosoft,sometimesImay

behardonyoucauseIwantyoutobe

strong,onedayyou'llunderstand"

Me:"howissideliningmeandcriticizing



memakingmestrong?"

Dad:"yabokodwanaweyoutoosensitive

uyazbona?"(Youseeyourself)

Hegetsupandcomestowardsme

Dad:"let'sshakeitoff"

IsighthengetupIstretchmyhandto

him

Weshakeheforcefullypullsmeinfor

abriefhug.

Wesitbackdown.

Dad:"Ijustwantedtoletyouknowthat..

I'mback,I'llbetakingoverasCEOsince

Noahisnotinterestedintheposition,

he'llbegettingbackoncehemakesa

babywithhiswifeorwhenIdecideit'stimeforhim

tocomeback"

Me:"you'drathercomebackthangive



methepositionsolong?"

Dad:"youdon'tneedthispositionLowell

yourpayrollisalreadyequivalenttothat

ofaCEO,Idon'tgetwhatmoredoyou

want?"

Me:"it'snotaboutthatDad,it'saboutrespectand

responsibilityoftheposition

Iwantit,IthinkIdeserveitmorethan

anyoneelse,I'vealsoworkedveryhard

forthecompanytobewhereit'sattoday"

Dad:"youalreadyCOOoryouwantmetogivethat

positiontosomeoneelse?"

Me:"whatdoIhavetodotoproveto

youthatIdeservethisposition?"

Dad:"Iloveyourambitionsonandmaybesomeday,

it'llearnyouaseatinthethronefornow,focuson

whatyouresponsiblefor"

Isighandrestmybackonthechair



Dad:"youactinglikeyou'vebeenworkingherefor

years,it'sonlybeentwoyears,youonly21years

old,youstillhavealongwaykid,relax"

Hesqueezesmyshoulder

Dad:"loveyouson,takecare"

Hemakeshiswayout

Igrababookandthrowittothedoor

infrustration.

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

"Hey"



"Wakeup"

Islowlyopenmyeyestobemetby

hisbrowneyes

Me:"hey,youback"

Lulo:"yesbabe,whyyousleepingsoearly"

Me:"IppassedoutwhilewatchingTV"

Heplaceswetkissesonmylips

Lulo:"sorrytowakeyouupbutI'mbored"

IgiggleasIgetup

Me:"I'mup"

Iopenmyarmsforahug,hebendsover

huggingmewhilepickingmeupinthe

process.

Hesitsdownwhilecarryingmewith

mylegsaroundhiswaist

Herestshisheadbetweenmybreasts

Me:"hhowwaswork?"



Lulo:"youknowI'mslowlystartingto

hatemyjob"

Me:"wwhy?"

Hemoveshisheadandleansonthecouch

Lulo:"IjustfeelasthoughI'mnot

appreciatedforallmyhardwork"

Me:"wwhynot?Areyyounotgettingaraise?"

Lulo:"it'snotthat,it'sjustI...(sigh)...itdoesn'tmatter

babe,Idon'twanttodumbmybaddayonyou"

Me:"younotdumpingitonme,IIwwantyoutobe

freetalkingtomeaboutanything"

Helooksatmeandsmiles

Lulo:"youaresobeautiful,youknow

thatright?"

Iblushlookingdown

Lulo:"I'dliketomeettheparentsthat

createdthisbeautyforme,Ineedtogo



personallythankthem"

Igetoffhimandsitonthecouch

Lulo:"what'sthematter?"

Me:"doyouwantsomethingtoeat?"

Lulo:"didIsaysomethingwrong?"

Me:"II'llgodishupforyou"

Igetupandheadtothekitchen

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

Icomeoutoftheshowerandheadto

thebedroom

Ifindlulamaonthebedwearingasexy

lingerie



Lulama:"surprise!"

Me(laughs):"what'sthisabout?"

Iheadtothedresserandlotionmybody

Lulama:"Iknowyoumust'vehada

longtiringdayatwork,soIthoughtwecoulddo

somethingthat'llrelaxyou"

Me:"soyouconcludedthatsexwillrelaxme?"

Shegetsuptakesmylotionandrubs

myback

Lulama:"Yes,don'tworry,I'lldoallthe

work"

Me:"youreallysuckatthisseducingthingbabe"

Shegiggles,Ikeepastraightfacecause

Iwasn'tjoking

Iturntofaceher

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmyneck

andkissesme.



IpickherupasIthrowheronthebed.

Iripoffherlightlingerieexposingher

Perkyboobsandtinyfigure,herpussy

isnicelyshaved.

Igetontopofherandstartkissingher

Apictureofherandmybrotherfucking

takesovermymindasshemoanstomykiss.

"Comeonbaby,concentrate"

Vanessa'svoicecrossesmymind

Ilookatlulama'sfaceandIimagine

herasNessa.

Mydickgetsharderthinkingabouther

"I'mherebaby,let'sfuckhertogether"

Me:"getonyourknees"

Sheobeysgettingonherkneesbending

herbackreallylowexposingherpussy.

IrubherfoldasIplacemydickonherentrance...



IimagineNessaholdingmefrombehind

Ieasilyslidemyselfinherandstartfuckingher

hard

****

Ireleaseinherandcollapseonthebed

Nessa'simagedisappearsfrommymind

IshouldgovisitherinKZNthisweekend

Imisshersomuch.

Lulama(heavybreathing):"damnbabe,youwereon

firetonight"

Me:"don'tforgettodrinkthepillinthe

morning"

Lulama:"but,why?"

Me:"causeIsaidso"

Igetupandgocleanmyself

.

.



.

*****

"Don'tworryaboutthefamilythatignoresandacts

likeyoudon'tmatter,lovetheoneswhoarealways

thereforyounomatterwhat"

*****

Tobecontinued
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•

•

•

•

•

Aweeklater

Amahle

•

•



•

•

•

Iwokeuparoundthethreeams.I'malreadyready

formyfirstdayofclasses.

I'mabitnervouscauseIonlyattended

orientationthreetimeswhichwas

notenoughformetomemorizethewholecampus.

WespentthewholenightwithLulonketellingme

aboutvarsitylifeandhisexperienceswhenhe

wasstillastudent,fromwhathetoldme

itsoundslikeacrazybusylifeforvarsity

students.

I'vepackedmystuffbutnotallofthem

LulosuggestedIleaveafewbehind

forwhenIcometovisithim.

Ipourwaterinaglasswhilemyother

handhasanemptyglassasIheadback



tothebedroom.

Isitnexttohim,Ibringtheglasses

closertohisearasIpourwateron

theotherglass

Me:"water...sshhhh...waterfalls"

Iwhisperinhisear

Heshufflesabit

Me(whispering):"hambochamaLulo

shesha...ssshhh"

(GopeeLulohurry....ssshhh)

Heshufflesagainandgroansabit

Igigglequietly

Ipourabitofwateronthebedonthe

areahisbuttwasonandabitonhis

pants.It'swarmwatersohewon'tfeelit.

Me:"Lulo!Youpeedthebed!"

Ishout,heopenshiseyeslookingatme



withconfusedsleepyeyes

Me:"uuchamile!SiesLulouchameleumbede"

(youpeed,youwetthebed)

hegetsupwhilefeelinghimself

Lulo:"fuck!Where!?"

Ican'thelpbutlaughoutloudasheflips

thecoversfeelingthebed

Lulo:"shit,howdidthishappen?fuckI

should'veknownbetterthantopeein

adream"

Helooksdownathispants

Lulo:"yohbabe,I'msorry,damnthisis

embarrassing"

Hesayscoveringhiseyes

Me(laughing):"yyoureallybelieveyoupeedthe

bed!?"

Hetakesoffhispants



Lulo:"Idon'twannabelieveit,butmypantsare

clearevidence"

Ishowhimtheglassofwater

Me:"smellyourpants"

Hesmellsthem

Lulo:"water?"

Hestandsthereandlooksatmewithhis

lazyeyes

Ilaughthrowingmyheadbackonthebed

Lulo:"really?Thisisyourdoing?"

Hegetsonthebedandticklesme

Me(laughing):"I'msorry!!

bbbengdlala!!!...(screams)...Luloooo!!"

(Iwasjustplaying)

Hefinallylet'sgoofmewhentearsfrom

laughingsomuchescapedmyeyes

Lulo:"I'llgetyouforthisMahle,aniggareally

thoughthepeedhimself"



Me:"I'msorrybabe,Iwastryingtoberomantic"

Helaughs

Lulo:"romantic?Othermenarewokenup

withbreakfastinbed,wetkissesallover

theface,cuddles,blowjobseven..andyoudecide

prankingmeandembarrassingmeis

romantic...wow,well-donebabe,you'vefailedasa

girlfriend"

Ilaughandthrowapillowathimbut

heducksit,Ithrowmoreandtheyall

hithim,hethrowsthemback

Me(laughing):"Baby!Stop!"

Hegetsonthebedandweshareakiss

Lulo:"youcrazy,youknowthatright?"

Me:"andwenaudlisiwe,youknowthatright?"

(Andyouundermylovespell)

Hesmilesandkissesmeagain

Lulo:"andI'mahappyman"



Me:"gobathbaby,soyoucantakemetocampus"

Lulo:"ohhyeahit'syourfirstday"

Hegetsoffthebedandwalkstothe

bathroom

"Youmustbesupperexcited,you'vebeentalking

aboutthisdayeversince

Itoldyouaboutgoingtovarsity!"

Me:"I'msoexcited!IIevenwwokeupatthree!"

Iheartheshowerwaterrunning

ItakeoffthewetbedsheetsasIfixthebed.

"Atthreebabe!?That'sabsurd,youstillhavea

wholetwohoursbeforeyourclassbegins"

Me:"I'vebbeenwaitingforthisday

allmylife,what'smoreexcitingisthatwe'llbe

startingwithcardiologyclass,thefieldIwantto

follow"

"Ohyesmycardiologist!IwishIcouldattendyour

firstclasswithyou!"



Me(laughs):"Iwwishyoucouldtoo"

Ifoldtheblanketleavingthebedmattresstobreath

asIgothrowthe

bedsheetinthewashingmachine

He'llhavetowashitlater.

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Me(heavybreathing):"babe!"

Hepullsoutashegetsoffthebed

Me:"youshouldtakeiteasyonme

babe,allthiscrazysexwillmakeme



losemymind"

Noah:"Ishould'vewarnedyoubefore

marryingme,I'mkindaasexfreak"

Ilookupattheceilingstilltryingto

catchmybreath

Me:"thatyouare"

Thismanwillbethedeathofmypussy

Everysinglenightit'shimandmy

pussy,he'sasexfreakindeedbutI'm

notcomplainingcausehe'ssodamn

goodatit,alwaysleavingmeyearningformore.

"Thereyougo"

Hegivesmeaglassofwaterandapill.

Healwaysservesmethepilleverymorninghe

neverforgets,hereallydoesn'twantanypregnancy

Me:"babe,there'snouseforthispillanymore"

Hefrowns



Noah:"Lulu,Itoldyou,wenotgoingtobemaking

babiesanytimesoon,youstartingschooltoday,I

wantyoufocusedonthat,thenafteryourdegree,

wecanlookonit"

Me:"but..I'mpregnant"

Helooksatmeforawhilethenbursts

intolaughter

Noah:"quitplayingLulamaanddrinkup"

Me:"I'moneweekpregnant,Itestedyesterday

causeIwasn'tfeelingwell"

Iturntoopenthedrawonthesideof

thebedwiththetest.

Istretchoutmyhandshowingittohim

Hecarefullylooksatit.

Istartleasthere'saloudpeircingnoise

ofbreakingglass.

Noah:"Idon'tunderstand"

Ilookatthefloorwherehedroppedtheglass



Noah:"wewerecareful,Iservedyoupillseveryday?"

Me:"Iforgottotakethemoncewhenyoutoldmeto

drinktheminthemorning,theywerefinished,

remember?andyouonlyboughtthemthreedays

later"

Noah:"No,youcan'tbepregnant"

Me:"Iambabe,yougoingtobeafather"

Helooksintomyeyeswithsquintedeyesasifhe

canseerightthroughme

Noah:"letmeseethat?"

Igivehimthepregnancytester

Helooksatit,hesighsandsitsonthebed

Icrawlupbehindhimandwrapmy

armsaroundabovehisshoulders

Me:"wegoingtobeparentsbaby"

Hetakesmyhandandkissesit

Heturnsandfacesme

Noah:"Ireallydidn'twantustohave



kidsrightaway,Iwantedyoutofirst

enjoyyourlife,achieveyourdreams

likeIdidminebeforegivingyouthis

hugeresponsibility"

Me:"Iknowbaby,andIwantedthattoo

butwhat'sdoneisdone,andpleasedon't

feelbad,I'mhappyaboutthisbaby,I'm

happythatI'mcarryingyourfirstborn,

Iknowthatyou'llmakethispregnancy

worthit"

Hepullsmetositontopofhim

Noah:"youknow,I'mactuallyabitexcitedaboutthis,

I'vealwayswondered

whatajuniormewouldlooklike,even

thoughit'ssoonerthanIanticipated,I

can'tbelieveI'mgoingtobeafather"

Helaughs,Iambushhimwithakiss.



Noah:"I'llbesomeone'sdad,me?adad,canyou

imagine?"

Me:"Icanimagine,I'veseenhowprotectiveyouare

overyourfamily

Iknowourchildiscomingtoasafe

worldwhereheorshewillbeloved

andprotectedatallcosts"

Hepushesmebackabittotakea

lookatmytummy

Noah:"it'sdefinitelyaboy,aNoahjunior"

Me(giggles):"Ihopesotoo"

Hepullsmeinforahug

westayinthatpositionforawhile

Noah:"let'sgotakeashower,youhave

classestoday"

Hegetsup,pickingmeupintheprocess

Hewalksaroundtheglassaswehead



totheshower.

***

Wenowdrivingtocampusheinsisted

ondrivingmesincehehasa

presentationthere.

Me:"whatisthepresentationabout?"

Noah:"Iwasinvitedtocomemotivate

firstyearmedicalstudents,Ididn'tget

timetogoduringorientation,soIwas

scheduledfortoday"

Me:"ohthat'snice,youshouldwaveyourringas

yougreetthemsothattheyknow

youareamarriedman"

Noah:"mmhisit?"

Me:"yes,Iknowvarsitygirls,theybethirstybitches,

andseeingyouall

handsomewiththatwhitecoatandstethoscope

aroundyouneck,with



thatcleanformaloutfitunderneath.

I'mevengettingwetjustdescribingyou

rightnow"

Hethrowshisheadbackinlaughter

Noah:"youcutewhenyoujealousbabe"

Me:"I'mseriousbabe,backthemoff"

Noah:"youknowIdon'thavetimefor

hoes,I'maloyalhusband"

Itakehishandinmineandkissit

I'vegrowntobeattachedtothisman

Myloveforhimgrowswitheachpassing

dayandI'mjustsohappythathefinally

acceptedourmarriageandhe'slearning

toloveme.

.

.

.



Amahle

.

.

.

Heparksthecarbytheparkinglot.

Heinsistedondroppingmeinside

campus.HiscaristoomuchandI

didnotwanttodrawalotofattention

tomyself,buthesaidtheattentionwill

earnmefriends.

Heevenmaderoaringsoundswithit

attractingalotofeyesourwaywith

somegirlsscreamingandguysblowing

whistles

Me:"thatwasallsounnecessaryLulo"

Lulo:"itwas,justwatch,someonewill

befriendyouassoonasyouwalkout



thiscar"

Irollmyeyes

Lulo:"don'tbesassywithme"

Hekissesmycheek

Me:"I'mssonervous"

Lulo:"don'tbebabe,yougotthis,doyou

wantmetowalkyoutoclass?"

Me:"I'mabbiggirlLulo,I'mnotstarting

gradeone"

Helaughs

Lulo:"still,newschool,newenvironment,it'salso

reallybig,yousureyouwannagetlostonyour

own?"

Isighandlookoutthewindow

Thewaymytummyissoupset,ifIcould

fart,I'dshitmypanties.

Me:"okay,let'sgo"



Wegetoutthecarandwalkthroughthe

campus,Ifeltlikethecenterofattention

asLuloheldmearoundmeshoulder.

Hewasturningheadswiththeladies

He'swearingasuitashe'llbegoingto

workafter.

People'seyesjustmakememore

nervousandLowellisnothelping

Me:"Isshouldn'thaveletyoucomewith

me"

Lulo:"I'mgladIdid,theselightiesalready

undressingwhat'smine"

Me:"whwhatabouttheggirlsundressingyou?"

HechucklesasInoticethebuildingI'm

supposedtobegoingto.

Me:"thereitis,ththanksforaccompanyingme"

Lulo:"youdon'twantmetowalkyou



insideandhelpyoufindaseat"

Ilaughhittinglightlyonhischest

Me:"sstop,justgoalready"

Lulo:"okayke,letmekiss"

Ilookaround,there'stoomanypeople

andafeweyesarealreadyonus

Me:"nnoLulo,whatwillpeoplesay"

Lulo:"that'sthemostboringlineever

Idon'tcarewhatpeoplewillsay,it'snon

oftheirbusiness,canIhavemykiss?"

IshakemyheadasImovecloser

weshareakisswithhislipcapturing

mybottomlip

Iquicklypullout

Me:"byenow"

Lulo:"I'llseeyouathalfpasttworight?"

Me:"yeah"



Hepecksmylipsoncemore

Lulo:"okay,bye"

Heturnsandwalksaway

Iwalkinsideandalreadyeyeswereonme.Iblame

Lowellforkissingmeso

rightoutsidetheclass.

IbendmyheaddownasIaimtogosit

rightattheback.

"Okayfirstyears,settledown"

Ilookupather

Lecturer:"welcometoyourveryfirstclass,Iknowif

youherebecauseof

passion,youmustbesupperexcited

andyouarelookingforwardtoexploring

themedicalworld"

Asmilecreepsonmyfaceasjoyoverwhelmsme

Lecturer:"andifyounotexcited,wellyoumustbein

thewrongprofession.



I'mDrBurnsI'myourcardiologyprofessorand

beforewegoany

furtherI'dliketointroduceyoutoone

ofthebestcardiothoracicsurgeons

aroundthecountry,ladiesandgentlemenplease

kindlywelcome

DrNhlabathi"

Ilooktowardsthedoorashemakes

hiswayin.

It'shim!Mrdreadlocks.

Theclassmakesthoseuhhandahh

sounds,mostlytheladies.

Theyshakehands

Lecturer:"we'llletthedoctorintroducehimselfas

he'llalsoinformusabitonhisfield"

Hestepsforward

DrNhlabathi:"Goodmorningladiesandgentlemen,

I'mDrNhlabathialsoknown



asNoah,itexcitesmeseeingsomanyofyouyoung

peoplehere,thisisastartofabrightfuture,the

moreofyou,themoreliveswillbesaved,that's

actuallyoneofthemainreasonsIwantedto

becomeadoctor,tohelppeople,there’snothing

betterthanseeingpeoplejoyfulandhealthy.

Knowingthatyouplayabigroleinrestoringtheir

healthandrelievingtheirpain,alotoflivesare

dependingonyouguys,whenI

wasveryyoungIwantedtobeasuperhero,cause

whenIwatchedthemonT.Vwithacapeand

coveredinfacemaskssavingpeoplefromlife

threateningsituations,thejoyyou'dseeinpeople

facesmademerealizehowlifeissopreciousand

howmanypeoplefearfortheirlivesandyearnto

livealonglife,Iwaslike..that'sit,whenIgrowup

I'mgoingtobeSuperman,that'sliterallywhatIsaid

ineveryclasscareerdayuntilgradefive"

Ifindmyselflaughingwiththerestof

theclass,myheadrestedonmypalms

DrNhlabathi:"untilIrealized,noothereal



superheroesthatactuallyexistintherealworldare

Doctors,Imeanlookatme,thiswhitecoat,that's

ourcape,wewearfacemasksatthehospitaltonot

catchdiseases,andthisstethoscope,

isoneofoursuperpowers.

Forthoseofyouwhowishtobecardiologistin

future,youthepeoplewiththemostfragilehearts.

Pleasepeople,medicineisnotchild'splay

you'llhavesleeplessnights,alongthewayyou'llfail,

butdon'tletoneortwofailedtestsbeyourbreaking

point,rememberyourgoal,rememberwhyandwho

youdoingthisforandyou'llmakeitthroughtillthe

endsuccessfully"

Hesmileslookingaround

DrNhlabathi:"doyouhaveanyquestionsforme?"

Ilookaround,I'mtemptedtoaskbutI'mscared.I've

alreadydrawntoomuchattentiononmeforone

day.

Idecidetopickmyhandupanywayseeingthatno

onewaspickingtheirhand.



DrNhlabathi:"youngladyattheback?"

Herecognizesme

Me:"ccanyoutellusasshortdescriptionofyour

medicalfield"

DrNhlabathi:"ohyes,Ileftthatpartout,thanksfor

thatquestion,well,Acardiothoracicsurgeonisa

specialistwhooperatesontheheart,lungsand

otherthoracicorgans.Aswellasperforming

surgery,wealsodiagnoseandtreatdiseasesof

theseorgans"

Onegirlpicksherhandup,shehaslongnailsanda

longweave.

DrNhlabathi:"youngladyinthemiddle?"

Girl:"what'sthor...thora...

DrNhlabathi:"Thoracic?"

Shenods,Ithinkit'sthespine

DrNhlabathi:"welltheupperbackspineisknownas

thethoracicspine,it'sthepartofthespinethat

connectstoyour



ribcage,sowhenIsaidthoracicorgans

Imeanttheorgansinthechest,likeyourheart,the

lungs,thethymusgland,thebreasts,the

tracheobronchialtreeandthepleurae.I'msureyou

learntabit

abouttheseinyoulifescienceclassin

highschool,you'llgodeeperindepthin

yourcardiologyclass"

Helooksathiswrist

DrNhlabathi:"Iwouldlovetosithereall

dayandtellyouabouthowit'slikebeing

adoctorandall,butI'mafraidIhavetogoandbea

doctorwithmypatients,youguysunderstand

right?"

There'safewlaughsasthelecturershakeshis

handandwalkshimout.

"Hey"

Ilookbesidesmeatthegirlsittingnexttome



Her:"thatwasonehellahotdoctor,don'tyouthink?"

Ismileather

Me:"yeahkindof"

Her:"kindof?Girldidyoutakeagoodlookathim?I

needtovisithishospitalASAPIthinkIhaveaheart

problem"

Ilaughathershakingmyhead

.

.

.

*****

Anappleadaykeepsthedoctoraway...

Butifthedoctoriscute..forgetthefruit'"

*****

Tobecontinued
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Me:"Sotogetherasateamwecameup

withthisdesign,Ibelieveifwetakethe

stepsIdiscussedinmypreviousslide

wecanbesuccessfulinachievingthisgoal,it'sa

beautifulimage,it'lldefinitely

attracttourists.Iwentwiththisdesign

becauseit'suniqueandwithexclusive



hightechdesign,weallknowthatwe

livinginamoderncontinuouslydevelopingworld,

Andit'stimewetakethiscompanytogreater

heights,weneedtoevolvewiththerestoftheworld.

Ifweusethisapproachwithmostof

ourprojects,wecouldturnthiscountry

intoDubai,let'sbeboldandbeoneofthefew

constructioncompaniestousethisapproach.

IhopewithmyPowerPointpresentation

IwasabletowinovertheWalton'sheartsinto

trustinguswiththisproject?"

Iwalkclosertothetable

Me:"thankyou"

Theyclaptheirhandsformewithimpressed

expressions

IlookatDadattheotherendofthetable

Dad:"thiswassomething,butthebudgetistoo

high"



Me:"wehavethemoney,andthisprojectwillalso

bringinalotofmoneythanwewilllose,the

Walton'swillalsoprofitalotasIpresentedinmy

secondslide"

Dad:"Idon'tknow"

MrWalton:"wellI'mpersonallyveryhappyabout

yourproposalitwasverywellpresentedandwe

understoodeverythingasyouwentstepbystep"

Walton'spartner:"wherearethepaperswewantto

sign"

Everyoneclapstheirhands

Iinstructthelawyertopassthemthepapers

Me:"thankyousomuchforbelievinginus,I

promise,youwillnotregretinvestinginus"

Theysignthepapers

IlookatDadwithasmilehesmilesfaintly.

WeallshakehandsasDadandIwalkthemoutof

thebuilding.

MrWalton:"welookingforwardintodoingbusiness



withyou"

Me:"wearejustasexcitedMrWalton,wewon't

disappoint"

MeWalton:"Ihopenot,wetrustingy'all"

TheygetintheirblackMercedesBenz

anddriveoff

Welookateachother

Dad:"well,thatwentwell"

Me:"wannarateme?"

Helaughsaswewalkin

Dad:"I'llgiveyouaseven,youwerenotbadatall"

Me:"Isawyoutryingtochallengeme"

Dad:"wastestingyourskills,lookslike

Ididn'twastemymoneywithlettingyoustudy

overseas"

Wewalkintohisoffice,hesitsonhisseat.

Isitbythecouches



Dad:"sohaveyouheard?"

Ilookathim

Me:"about?"

Dad:"thepregnancy,yourbrother'swifeispregnant"

Me:"oh..No,Ihaven'theard"

Istandupandwalktowardsthebig

glasswindow

Dad:"wefinallyhavesomethingconnectingus

completelywiththeMthembu's,they'llneverthink

ofturningagainstusinfuture"

Iswallowspitthroughmysuddenlyverydrythroat

Me:"yeah"

Dad:"youdon'tsoundhappyforyourbrother?"

Hisvoicestartlesmeashe'snowrightbehindme

Me:"jeezdad,whysneakuponme"

Iwalktowardsthewhiskeybottleand

pourmyselfaglass



Me:"I'mhappyforNoah,Iknowhe'llmakeagood

father"

Dad:"hewill"

Igositbackdownonthecouch

Me:"maybehewillfinallymoveonfromVanessa"

Dad:"helongmovedon,hehasn'tspokenabouther

inalongtime"

Me:"I'mworriedabouthimthough,Ithinkhisgoing

backtohisoldself,he'sactingup"

Dad:"whatmakesyousaythat?"

Me:"wehadafight,hewasbrutal,Icouldseethe

thirstformybloodinhiseyes.

It'sbeenalongtimesinceI'veseenthatthirst,and

itwasthefirsttimehappeningtome"

Dad:"why?Whatdidyoudotohim?"

IsighasItakeasipofmywhiskey

Me:"Ikindofhelpedoneofthegirlsintheclub

escape,Ihelpedherapplyforvarsity"



Dad:"youknowthegirlsintheclubareanogoarea?

Whywouldyoudothat?"

Me:"Ifellinlove"

Wemaintaineyecontactforawhile

Dad:"youfellinlove?"

HetriestoregisterwhatIjusttoldhim

Me:"yesDad,love,Icouldn'tlethercarry

onworkingthereknowingexactlywhat

she'llbeexpectedtodo.I'veneverseenNoahso

madatme"

Dad:"wait,youtellingmethat,you,LowellLulonke

Nhlabathi,fellinlove?"

IchucklelookingtomysideasItakeanothersip

Me:"whyareyoufindingthissohardto

believe?I'mahumanbeingwithaheart

youknow?"

Helaughs,Ishakemyhead

Dad:"IneverthoughtI'dseethisday



myplayerispussywhipped,whois

thegirlandwhyhaven'tImether?"

Me:"hernameisAmahle,I'mnot

readyforhertomeety'all"

Dad:"whynot?Ithoughtyouwereinlove,I'dliketo

seemyson'sfirstlove"

Me:"wearenotanormalfamily,you

guyswillscareheroff,speciallyyouDad,andwith

Noahstillmadforstealingherfromtheclub,I'm

definitelynotinvitingheranytimesoon"

Dad:"Isee,Idon'tunderstandwhyyourbrotherisso

madtoapointhe'dwanttohurtyoujustforagirl

thathecanreplace?Areyousurethere'snothing

elseyounottellingme?"

Ishakemyhead

Dad:"ormaybeit'ssomethinghe'snottellingyou?"

Ilookathimasmyheartpoundshardagainstmy

chest

Heraiseshisbrowandshrugshisshoulders



Me:"youmeanhe'smadatsomethingthatIdon't

knowabout?"

Dad:"couldbe,ormaybesomethingyoudoknow

aboutbutyoudon'tknowheknows?"

IputmyglassdownasIstarttofeel

theheatofthisconversation

Dad:"Butthenagain,wenotsure,Iguessyoujust

havetositdownwithyourbrotherandtalkthings

out"

Ilookatmywristforthetime

Me:"I'mlate,Ineedtobesomewhere"

Dad:"there'ssomethingIneedtoshow

youlater,behomebyeight"

Me:"whatisit?"

Dad:"justbehomebyeight"

Me:"okay"

Igetupandheadout.

IdrivetoBraamfontientopickAmahleup.



.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

It'sbeenanhourwaitingforLowellto

comepickmeup.

I'mgettingabitworriedcauseheisnot

pickingupmycalls.

Andiswathegirlwhowassittingnextto

mehasalreadyleft.I'mnowonmyown.

"Heythere"

Ilookuptobemetbyalightskinned

goodlookingguy

Me:"hhi"



Him:"myname'sLuca"

Me:"okay"

Helaughs

Luca:"Isawyoustandingalone,andIwasalso

standingalone,soIthoughtI'dcomeuptoyouso

wecanstandtogether"

Ilookupathim

Luca:"IknowIsuckatthis,Ishouldprobablyjust

getstraighttothepoint,canIbeyourfriend?"

Ican'thelpbutburstintolaughter

Luca:"I'mreallygoodatembarrassingmyself,thisis

weird,I'mweird,I'llleaveyoualonenow"

Me(laughing):"No,dddon'tgo"

Hesmiles

Luca:"youmeanit?"

Me:"yeah,I'mweirdtoo"

Luca:"great,friendshipmatchmadeinheaven"

Ilookathim



Luca:"thatwasaweirdthingtosay,youcanjusttell

metoshutupanytimeandI'lldojustthat"

Me:"yyyoufunny"

Helaughs

Luca:"gladyoufindmyweirdnessfunny"

Me:"aaareyoualsoddoingyourfirstyear?"

Henods

Luca:"yeap,I'minyourclass,I'malsodoing

medicine,Inoticedyouinthe

morningwithyourboyfriend,hekissed

youbeforeleavingyourightinfrontofthebuilding"

Icovermyfaceinembarrassment

Me:"yousawthat?"

Luca:"alotofpeoplesawthat,itwasn'tabadsight

though,I'dkissyouinpublicifyouweremy

girlfriend"

Ifrownathim

Luca:"shit,I,I'msorrybutyougoingtohavetoget



usedtomyabsurdmouth"

Me:"sowhwhwhatareyoumajoringin?"

Luca:"biologicalscience,you?"

Me:"physicalscience"

Luca:"haveyoudecidedwhichfieldyouinterested

in?"

Me:"dddefinitelycardiology,you?"

Luca:"neurology"

Me:"uuhthat'sasensitiveroute"

Luca:"soistheheart"

Me:"it'sbbetterthanthebrain,allthosenerves"

Luca:"nothing'sbetter,theyallcomplicated"

Me:"Igguesyouright"

Luca:"youalwaysstutter?"

Ilookathimasprecious'svoiceechos

inmyhead

***Flashback***



Presh:"youalwaysstutter?"

Inodshylylookingaway

Me:"momostofthetime"

Sheholdsmychinandturnsmyfacetolookather

Presh:"hey,don'tbeembarrassed,Ithinkit'scute"

***EndofFlashback***

Luca:"I'msorryIdidn'tmeantobeoffensive"

Ishakemyhead

(Carhoots)

Ilookacrosstheroad,itLulonke

Hesignalsmetowaithe'lldoayouturn

Me:"Istutter,momostofthetime"

Luca:"you'llprobablystopastimegoeson,butit's

actuallycute"

Me(smiles):"thanks"

Heparksthecarrightinfrontofme

hegetsoffandwalksaroundcoming



towardsme

Lulo:"heybabe"

Ifoldmyarmsandhuff

Lulo:"I'msorryIknow,I'mlate(lookingatLuca)and

who'sthis?"

Luca:"I'm...

Me:"thoughtIgetmyselfanewboyfriendccause

youditchedme"

Heraiseshisbrow

Luca:"pleasedon'tlistentoherman,I'mjustafriend,

honestly,tenfingersinthebible"

Ican'thelpbutlaughathim

Lulochucklesshakinghishead

Lulo:"let'sgolove"

Heholdsmearoundthewaistandleads

metothecar

Iturnlookingbackathim

Me:"bye!"



Hewavesashewalksawayavoiding

eyecontactwithLowell.

IlaughasIgetinthecar,heclosesthe

doorandwalksaroundtohisside.

Wespeedoff

Me:"I'vebeencallingyou"

Lulo:"youhave?"

Helooksarounduntilhefindshisphone

Helooksatit,thenfocusedbackonthe

road.

Lulo:"myphoneisonsilent,I'msorry

baby,Iwasinameeting,itturnedout

tobelongerthananticipated"

Me:"Iwasstartingtogetworried"

Herestshishandonmythighand

brushesit

Lulo:"mybadsthandwasam,Ishould've



alertedyouaboutthemeeting,ngiyaxolisababe"

Hissweetvoicemakesmyheartmelt

Me:"it'sokay,onceIseemyapartment

it'llbeeasier,I'lljjjusttakeattaxi"

Lulo:"Iseeyouadreamer,nogirlfriendofminewill

taketaxis"

Me:"ayibo,IIcan'talwaysddependonyou"

Lulo:"I'llorganiseadriverforyou"

Irollmyeyesshakingmyhead

Lulo:"thisthingofrollingyoureyeswillgetyouinto

troublebabewam"

Me:"whatever"

Hechucklesshakinghishead

IthinkIwatchtoomuchTV,I'veadaptedtorolling

myeyesandgivingattitude

IguessLulohasalsobeeninfluence

causehegivesmethesameattitudet

too.



Lulo:"I'llpretendIdidn'thearthat,sohow

wasyourfirstday?"

Heremindsme

Me:"itwasawesome,eventhoughwedidn'tdo

much,theywerejustintroducingustothemodules"

Lulo:"Itoldyoufirstdaysareuseless"

Me:"addoctorcametotalktousinththemorning,

doctorNhlabathi,Ikindofwonderedifisherelated

toyoucauseyoualsoNhlabathiandIremember

seeingyouwithhimattheclub?"

Heclearshisthroat

Lulo:"oh,yeah,he'smybrother"

Me:"Oh,youddidn'ttellyyouhadabrother?"

Lulo:"yeahwellnowyouknow"

Hebrushesmeoff.

Ikeepmymouthshutandlook

outthewindow

Lulo:"I'msorry,Ididn't...



Me:"it'sfine"

Wedriveintowhatlookslikeanestate

It'swrittenWanderersViewEstate

Hetalkstothesecurityatthegate,hegiveshim

somethinglikeacardbeforedrivingin.

Wegetoutthecarandtakemystuff

athistrunkthenheadinside

Me:"wow,thispplaceisbeautiful"

Ifeelhisarmssneakaroundmefrom

behind

Lulo:"beforeyouenjoythisplaceIwantyouto

forgivemeforearlier"

Iturntolookathimandwrap

myarmsaroundhisneck

Me:"it'stotallyfine,ddon'tworryaboutit"

Hepecksmylips

Lulo:"Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Weshareanintensekiss

Ibreakoutafterawhile

Me:"Iwannalookaround"

Lulo:"youshouldseetheviewfirst"

Hepullsmebymyarmtowardsthetransparent

door

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

Me:"pleasehangontothisprescription

MrsBrown,ifyoustillhavingproblemsaftera

month,thenwecantalkabout

surgery"



Her:"okaydoctor,Ihopeitworkscause

I'vehadthisproblemforyears,anddoctorscouldn't

helpme,someone

recommendedyou,shesaidyouperformmiracles,

whenitcomestomattersoftheheart"

Me:"Idon'tknowaboutmiracles,butIsuredotry

mybest,andI'lldomybesttohelpyouwithyour

weakheart"

Her:"thankyouson,Godwillblessyou"

Shegetsup,Ialsostandandwalkherout

Me:"Godwillblessyoutoomah"

Iheadbacktomyseat.

Aknockcomesthroughmydoor

Me:"comein"

"Doctor,there'saDerekheretoseeyou"

Me:"sendhimthrough"

Afterawhilehemakeshiswayin

Hesitsoppositeme



Me:"whatdoyouhaveforme?"

Hehandsmeabigenvelope

Derek:"that'severythingyouneedto

knowaboutthegirl,itwasnoteasyfindingher

background,Ihadtotrace

fromwhereshewasbought"

Me:"okay,thanksforthis"

Derek:"Noproblembozza"

Me:"Ialsosawhertoday,apparentlyshe'sstudying

medicine"

Derek:"yeah,she'sasmartone,you'llseeherschool

recordsinthereyourself"

Me:"sheishuh,Idon'tblamemybrother

forfallingforthisone"

Derek:"yeah,she'ssomething"

Me:"oh,sheissomethingalright"

Derek:"okaydoctor,sengiyindlela"

(I'llbeonmyway)



Me:"okayDerek,thanksonceagain,I'llcomebythe

clubsoon"

Derek:"surebozza"

Hemakeshiswayout.

Iopentheenvelopetobemetby

abigpictureofher.

Istareatitforawhile,she'ssmiling

showingherwhitestraightteeth

Icantellshe'ssmartjustbylookingatherpicture

andjudgingbyherboldness

ofaskingmeaboutmyprofessionin

class,she'sanambitiousone.

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Me:"ohsweetheart,forgivemeforwhatI'maboutto

dowithyou,youjustgotcaughtupinthemiddle"

.

.

.



******

"Whoevertestsmywaters,betterknowhowto

swim"(NoahNhlabathi)

******

Tobecontinued
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IleftAmahletoarrangehernewplace

asIdrovehometomeetupwithmy

father.

Iparkoutsidethehouseandwalk

towardsthedoor.

Iwasabouttoknockwhenheopened

Dad:"Isaideight,it'sfiveminutespasteight,you

late"

Ilaugh

Dad:"what'ssofunny?"

Me:"thatactuallyrhymes"

Heslightlyslapsmyface

Dad:"let'sgo"

Me:"I'mnotcomingin?"

Dad:"No,let'sgo"

Me:"canIatleastgreatandkissmymother?"

Dad:"Boy!Let'sgo"



Ifollowbehind

HegetsinhiscarandIgetinmine

Idrivebehindhasheleadstheway.

Afteranhourofdrivingwereachsome

abandonedbuilding

Weleanagainsthiscar

Me:"sowhatarewedoinghere?"

Dad:"Ihaveanenemy"

Me:"youhavemanyofthose"

Dad:"yes,withthisoneit'sdifferent,Istolealotof

moneyfromhim'

Me:"whyamInotsurprised,sowhatamIdoing

here?"

Dad:"hewantsyourblood,thisisalotofmoneyso

hesaidhewantstotakesomethingpreciousfrom

mebeforeIcanbeforgiven"

Myheartskipsabeat

Me:"what!?Youboughtmeheretogetmekilled?"



Dad:"itshouldn'tmatteranyway,yourbrotherwill

probablykillyoueitherwaywhenhefindsoutyou

impregnatedhiswife"

Me:"h-how?....I...

Dad:"Iknow,it'soverforyouson"

Acarpullsupandtwomengetout,

Onewearingblackandtheotherblue.

Me:"pleaseDad,don'tdothis?Whyyoudoingthis?"

Heturnsandwalkstowardstheguywhilepulling

myarm

Guyinblack:"wow,youactuallyboughthim?I

thoughtyouwerebluffing"

Dad:"Idon'tbluff"

Hepushesmeinthemiddleofthem

Guyinblack:"wellwe'lljustmakethisreallyquick

andnotlesspainful"

Theybothpointtheirgunatme

Iturntolookatbongani



Me:"youseriouslygoingtowatchmedie?Doyou

reallyhatemethatbad?"

Dad:"savethesobspeechson,yourdayswere

numberedanywaywhenyousleptwithyour

brother'swife"

Ihearthegunslidelock

Iclosemyeyeswaitingforhimtopullthetrigger

Me:"IhateyouBonganiNhlabathi,andI'llmakesure

Ihauntyouforthis"

*Boom!*

(Thegungoesoff)

AfterawhilewaitingforpainIopenone

eyeandfeelmyself

Me:"I'malive"

Isighinrelieftakingdeepbreathtryingtocalm

myselffromtheshock.

Ilookbehindmeandtheguyinblackis

onthefloor,withbloodoozingouthishead.



Theguyinblueshootshimagain

Helooksupatusthenwalkstowardsmyfather

Theyfistpumpandshakehands

Dad:"welldoneLunga,thatwasaniceshot,Iknew

youwerealoyalone"

Lunga:"akhosmokoskhulu"

(Itwasn'taproblemboss)

Me:"waitwaitwait,soyouknewhewasn'tgoingto

killme?"

Dad:"whywouldIletanyonekillmyson?"

Me:"well...youwereveryconvincing"

Dad:"Ihadtoinstillthatangerinyou

sohethoughtitwaslegit"

Lunga:"thestuff?"

Dad:"ohyes"

Hewalkstohiscarandtakesasportbag,hedrops

itonthefloorinfront

ofhim



Lungaopensthezipandit'sfullofmoney

Dad:"dollarsaspromised"

Theyshakehandsoncemore

Lunga:"untilwedobusinessagain"

Hewalksaway,hegrabsthecarkeysfromthedead

bodyanddrivesoff

Afewmencomefrombehindus

Dad:"myguys,thanksforhavingmyback,youcan

cleanthismessup"

Theygotothecrimescenetaking

thebody

Wewalktowardshiscar

Me:"whotoldyouabout....

Dad:"aboutyouraffairwithLulama?"

Iswallowspit

Me:"yeah,doesNoahknow?"

Dad:"youcan'thidethingsfromme



Ihaveeyesandearseverywhere.

Idon'tknowaboutyourbrother,maybeheknows

maybehedoesn't,buthehasn'ttoldmeanything"

Me:"shit"

Ibrushmyhead

Me:"areyougoingtotellhim?Aboutthepregnancy?

Andeverything?"

Dad:"I'mnotasnitch,yourbrotherisnotstupid,he'll

probablyfindoutonhisown"

Me:"shit,Ishouldjustcomeclean"

Dad:"no,don'tdothat,lethimhavethebaby,he'll

raiseitashisown,wedon'tneedanyfeudwiththe

Mthembu'srightnow,notnownotanytimesoon"

Me:"but...

Myphonevibratesfrommypocket

Itakeitoutandlookatit

Ianswerit

Me:"Sthandwasam"



"Babywam,I'msorryfordisturbingyou"

Me:"nobabe,notatall,youcanneverdisturbme"

"mmhokay,Iccan'tsleep,beingaloneinthisbig

aapartment,it'sscary,andIjustwokeupfroma

nightmare"

Me:"theyback?"

"Ithinkso,mmmaybeit'sbbecauseI'malone,can

youpleasecomeover?Ifit

won'tbemuchtrouble?"

Me:"I'llberighttherebabe,Iwasstillat

myparentshouse,I'lldrivestraighttoyouafter"

"Okaylove,I'llseeyouthen"

Me:"yesbabe,bye"

"Bye"

Idropthecall

Dad:"focusonyourgirlfriendandstayawayfrom

Noah,unlessyoureconciling

withoutyouconfessing"



Inod

Dad:"youknowwhatNoahcanbecapableof,you

don'twanttogetonhiswrongside,youstillyoung

formetoloseyou"

Me:"fine,Igetit,I'mstillmadatyou

formakingmethinkIwasabouttodie"

Helaughandslightlyslapsmetiltingmy

headashegetsinthecaranddrivesof

.

.

.

.

.

Amahle

•

•

•



•

•

IaskedLowelltostayoverthenight.

Idon'tthinkI'mreadytostayonmyown

ItriedfallingasleepbutallIcouldpicturewas

snakes.

Ihaven'thadthenightmaresinawhilenowand

alsothesoothingvoiceisnolongerinmydreams.

IstilldogetunbearablepainwhenIgo

onmyperiod,Ihateit,whydoIhaveto

gothroughpainswhenIwasdoingfine

eversinceIstartedmenstruation.

Me:"thanksfforsleepingover"

Lulo:"eventhoughyougoingtoletmerepeatthe

sameoutfitforworktomorrow,it'sfine,the

sacrificeswemakeforlove"

Me:"Iironeditandhhangeditnicelyforyou"

Lulo:"youagoodwifegirlfriend"



IlaughasIgetonthebed

Lulo:"nowwhoareyouleavingthisspacefor?"

Imoveclosertohimashewelcomesmeintohis

arms

Me:"Iwasthinking"

Lulo:"andwhatwereyouthinkingabout?"

Me:"aboutprecious"

Lulo:"Oh?"

Me:"yeah,I'mI'mworriedabouther,shshewasn't

herselfwhenIleft,iits

likeshewasawholedifferentperson

allweevertalkedabouteversincewe

metwasescapinganndgoingoutthere

toachieveourdreams,bbutnow,Idon't

knowheranymore"

Lulo:"whydoyouthinkshechangedhermind?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,ththatswhat'sconfusingme,I

don'tknowwhatto



thinkanymore"

Lulo:"Imean,ifshesaysshe'shappytherethen

maybeyoushouldjustletherbe"

Iremovemyheadfromhischestand

lookathim

Me:"No,Iknowprescious,shshewwantedtomake

itoutofthereas

muchasIdid.Allofasuddenover

nightshe'shappywiththatplaceand

hasgivenuponherfuture?No,IIrefuse

tobelievethat"

Lulo:"thenhowdoyouexplainherbehavior?"

Me(sighs):"Ithinkshewasdruggedoor

hypnotized,infactIthinkallthegirlsin

therewerehypnotized,ththere'sabsolutelynoway,

allthosegirlsarehappywiththeirlivesthere"

Hesitsupstraight

Me:"Lulo,youhhavetostillgetherout



ofthere,Ican'tjustgiveuponher,then

we'lltakehertothedoctortogetherchecked"

Lulo:"Amahle"

Hesighsoutloudshakinghisheadwhile

rubbinghiseyes

Lulo:"Icannotgetyourfriendout.YousawthatI

alreadylostmyjobthere

becauseofgettingyouout,nowIhave

nosaywithprecious,I'msorrybutyou

goingtohavetomoveonwithouther"

Me:"fine,I'llforgetabouther"

Isinkinthebedandfacetheotherway

"don'tdothatMahle"

Hemovescloserandbrusheshishand

overmyarm

"Pleaselookatme"

Me:"please,ccanIjustsleep,I'lltryto



forgetabouther"

"Amahle,whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Tellme,I'lldoit"

Iturntofacehim

Me:"Ijjustwantmmyfriend,whoknowswhatthey

ddoingtoheroverthere"

Lulo:"buthowdoyouexpectmetoget

herout?"

Me:"it'sokayifyoucan'tdoit"

Lulo:"okayfine,I'llfindaway"

Me:"how?"

Lulo:"I'llhaveanidea,Ijusthopeit'll

work"

Me:"really?"

Lulo(smiles):"yeah,really"

Ithrowmyarmsoverhim,heholdsme

back.



Lulo:"Iloveyou,I'lldoanythingtomakeyouhappy"

Me:"thankyou,IIreallyappreciateit"

Hemoveshisfaceclosercapturingmy

lipsinhis.

Ifeelarushofhelplessnessashedeepenthekiss.

Heremoveshisarmfrommybackashe

getsintopofme,mylegsvoluntarily

openallowinghimtocomfortablyrest

inbetweenthem

Hishandtrailsthesideofmyleg

Hemoveshishandslowlyupfrommy

thighsleadingmynightdressupallthewaytomy

tummy.

Hecupsmynakedboobandstartsmassagingit

slowly,I'mstartingtolose

mybreathingpattern.

Hislipsslowlymoveawayfrommylips



plantingdowntomyneck,Igiggleas

histongueticklesme,I'veneverbeen

kissedontheneckbefore,itfeelsgood.

AloudgaspescapesmymouthasIfeel

hisfingersslidinginmypanty

Iquicklygrabhisarmstoppinghim

ashishandiscuppingmypunani

Me(whispers):"Lowell"

Lulo(whispers):"whatisit?"

Me:"ItttoldI'mnotready"

Lulo:"Irespectthat,wejusthavingalittlefun,I

promise,Iwon'tputmydickin"

Inod

Me:"o-okay"

Hesmasheshislipsonmeashishand

findsitswaybackundermypanty.

Hetraceshismiddlefingeralongthelipsofmy



punani,teasingme,hisfingerrubbingrightonmy

clits.

Moansleavemymouthaspleasureengulfsmy

body.

Herunshisfreehandupthesideofmybodyuntil

hereachesmyneck.

HegentlypushesinhisfingerIarchmy

back

Me(breathlessly):"painful"

Hesitsupstillin-betweenmylegs

Hehelpsmesitupasheremovesmy

dressthrowingitonthefloor

Me:"I'llmakeitlesspainful"

Heremovesmypanty,Iliftmylegsup

makingiteasyforhimashethrowsiton

thefloor.

Ican'tbelieveamanislookingatmy

fullynakedbodyrightnow.



Hetakesoffhisboxersandhisbigdarkdick

springsup,myeyesliterallypopout

atthesight,it'smyveryfirsttimeseeing

adickinreallife,heoncemadeuswatchpornso

I'mnotcompletelyclueless.Ifeelmypunaniclench

withanitch,coulditbethatIreallywant

allofthatinsideofme?

Hepushesmebacktolaydownashegetsontop

Thistimehiskissisdifferentandfaster

it'sahungrykisswithhisharddickrestingonmy

tummy,hetakesmyhand

andleadsittohisdickmakingmetouch

itwithhishandoverminehehelpsme

massageitupanddown,Icanfeelhis

veinspoppedout,hisdickisabitwet

itmustbeprecum

Hemovesdowntrailinghislipsdownmy

tummyuntilhereachesmylittleheaven.



Histonguestartsdoingunholythings

tome,mysoftmoanshavegottenlouderbythe

minuteasmynervesreach

theirpeak.

I'msuddenlyfeelingadeepurgepeeashistongue

andfingersdounexplainable

thingstome

Me:"Lulo...aahh...ngfun'ukchama....plplpleeease!"

(Ineedtopee)

"Chamababy"

(Peebaby)

Ishakemyheadwhilemoaninghistonguenot

givingmeachancetocatch

mybreathe

"Chamalove,it'sokay"

Ican'tholditinanymore,Irelease

hegetsupandpullsmylipsinhis

Icantastemyself,goshIdonotlike



it,butmymindistooturnedontoput

muchintoit.

JustwhenIthoughtweweredone,Ifeelhis

manhoodrubbetweenmypunanilips,herestsit

thereandstartsmoving

itupanddown

"Aaahhhmmmhhh!...

mymouthwideopenenjoyingthepleasuresashe

movesevenfaster

Idesperatelyneedhiminsidemenow.

Idon'tcareanymore,Iwanthimtohaveme.

Me:"pputitin"

Lulo:"openyoureyes"

Iopenthemasherubshistipnextto

mypunanihole.

Fuck!IwanthimIcan'ttakethisanymore

Lulo:"repeatthat"

Me:"putitin...(whispers)...Iwantyou"



Hetapsitonmewhilerubbingitfast

Lulo(groans):"shit...Ican'tdothat...younotready"

Me(desperately):"please...Iam"

HekissesmeasIfeelwarmliquidall

overmypunani.

Hemovesandrestsnexttome

Itouchmyselfbeforebringingmy

fingerupandnoticeawhitethick

liquid.

Hepullsmeintohisarms,Iputmyleg

overhimashewrapshisarmsaround

me.

Webothtryingtocatchourbreathe

Lulo:"wereyoureallyabouttoletmein?"

Inodshylyburyingmyfaceonhisneck

Helaughssoftly

Lulo:"Itoldyou,Irespectyourdecisionofwanting



tokeepyourself,untilyouready,andItoldyouwe

werejusthavingfun,Ipromisednottoputitin,I

keepmypromiseslove"

Me:"Iknow,Ijustfffeltsoweak,Icccouldn'thold

myselffromwantingyouanymore"

Hemovesmyfacefromhisshoulder

formetolookathim

Lulo:"itsveryhardtoresistyou,ifIdidn'tloveyou

somuchlikethewayIdo,Iwould'vefuckedyouso

hard,whetheryouwerereadyornot"

Me:"wwhyseducemelikethatthough,Iwasready

tttothrowallmymmoralsoutthewindow"

Helaughs

Lulo:"don'tworrybabe,thattimewillcome,weren't

yougoingtoregretit

ifIfuckedyouanywaywhenyoubegged?"

Me:"Iwould've,I'mstillnotready,IknowI'masking

youtowaitforalongperiod

butplease,bepatientwithme"



Lulo:"I'llbepatient"

Me:"bbutplease,ddon'tcheatonme"

Lulo:"never"

Me:"ifyyoufeellikeyoucan'twaitanymore,

plpleasebreakupwithme

first"

Lulo:"nowyoutalkingcrazytalk,relationshipisnot

aboutsex,Ican

andIwillwaitforyou"

Icuphisfaceandpullhimcloser

forakiss

.

.

.

.

Thenextday

Lulama



.

.

.

.

Dad:"Nolulama,itwasn'tsupposedtobethissoon"

Me:"I'msorryDad,butithappened"

Dad:"Ithoughtsinceyouwithadoctor

you'dbemorecareful"

Me:"wewerecarefuldad,heliterallyservedmepills

everyday,wejustskippedafewdaysandboom,I

guessthat'swhenithappened"

Dad:"sonowhowareyougoingtojuggle

betweenschoolandababy,thisisa

bigresponsibility"

Me:"I'llfindawaydad,manystudentsgetpregnant

andstillfinishtheirdegreesontime"

Dad:"shit,thishappenedtoosoon,now

weareforcedtosignthosepapers,



wehaven'tevenprofitedfromtheirbusinessyet,

youweresupposedtowaitafewyears,nowhowdo

youexpectme

totakeovertheircompany?"

Icovermymouthshockedbymy

father'swords

Me:"Dad!Youcan'tdothat"

Dad:"thankstoyou!NowIcan't,mmh"

Hegetsupandstartspacing

Me:"there'snoneedforbadbloodwith

theNhlabathisDad,weareallafamily

now"

Dad:"Familymyfoot!!"

Istartleathisoutburst

Dad:"youcarelessgirl,carelessstupidlittlegirl"

Heraiseshishandinattempttohitme

Iusemyarmstoshieldmyself



Iopenmyeyesandrealizehe'swalked

away.

Whoisthismanandwhathashedone

tomyfather?

Me:"Daddy?wereyouabouttolayyour

handsonme?"

Hewalksclosertomewithregretinhis

eyes

Dad:"I'msorryangel,Igotangry"

Hepullsmeintohisarms

Dad:"I'llfindanotherway,I'llmakeaplan

andyouwillhelpme"

Ibreakoutofhisembrace

Me:"Ican'tdothatDad,Idon'twantto

bepartofyourwhateverschemesyou

haveinmindagainsttheNhlabathis"

Dad:"youarealreadyverypartofit,I'vedoneso



manydirtyschemesforyou,

youinvarsitybecauseofmyschemes

youarenowverymuchpartofwhatever

planIhaveagainsttheNhlabathis"

Isighandwalktowardsthewinebottle

Ipourmyselfaglass

Dad:"goodidea,weshouldkillthatbaby,

doesanyoneknowaboutit?"

Me:"Yes,Noahknowsandhisfatherand

brother"

Dad:"fine,letthemgetattachedtoit,at

sixmonthsyou'llgetamiscarriage"

Me:"what?No!Dad,I'mnotdoingthat,I'mnotkilling

mybaby!"

Dad:"sshhhhwhyyoushouting?You

wantyourmothertohearus?"

Me:"I'mnotkillingmybabydad"



Dad:"okay,fine,youwon'tdoit"

Me:"yes,Iwon't"

Dad:"I'msorryfortalkinglikethiswithyou,I'msure

youwonderingwhat'sgottenintoyourfather"

Me:"youthink?"

Dad:"let'sjustsay,TheNhlabathisare

notasinnocentastheylook"

Me:"why?Whathavetheyeverdonetoyou?"

Dad:"letsjustsaywehavebadblood,buttheydon't

knowthatI'mveryawareofthatbadblood"

Me:"youshouldjustforgivethemand

moveonDad,youneedtofocusonmomwho's

healthisatrisk,yougettingold,youdon'tneedthis

drama"

Helaughs

Dad:"whoyoucallingold?"

Me:"you,lookatallthatgreyhair"

Dad:"watchyourmouthyounglady,I'm



yourmother'sBenten"

Ilaughashestruckapose

Me:"Ihavetogo,Ihaveclassesinanhour,please

docomeoverfordinner

we'llbeofficiallyannouncingthepregnancyto

everyone"

Dad:"we'llbethere,atleastyourmother

canwalknow,she'salotbetter"

Me:"shedoesn'tevencomedown

yetsheknowsI'mhere"

Dad:"don'tmindher,she'sjusttired"

Me:"webothknowshe'snottired,she's

justnotinterestedinseeingme,it'slike

oneminuteshelovesmeandthenext

it'slikeI'mahugedisappointment"

Dad:"shelovesyou,youknowyour

momisquietanddoesn'tlikeraisinghervoice,so

whenyoudoallthesemischievousthingsyouused



todoinhighschool,she'dtreatyouthatway

topunishyouinsteadofbeatingyou"

Me:"butI'vegrownnow,I'velearntfrom

mynaivebehavior"

Dad:"Iknowandshe'sproudofyou"

IrollmyeyesasIgetup

Me:"I'llseeyoulaterDad"

Iheadout

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Weinvitedthewholefamilyfordinner

tonight,includingLulama'sfamilytoo.



IpersonallycookedwiththehelpercauseI'm

excitedaboutthis.Ican't

waittoseemom'sexcitedface.

That'stheonlypersonIcareaboutin

allhonesty,itusedtobeherandmylittlebrother.

It'ssadthatit'sonlyhernow.

WithDadwellhe'saruthlessmanwho's

madeourchildhoodalivinghelland

sometimestreatsmymotherliketrash.

"Hubby!I'mhome"

"Heybabe,mmhsmellsgoodinhere"

Me:"heybabe,whyhomesolate?

yourclassesendedatthree"

Lulama:"Iwenttoafriend'shouse"

Me:"mmhokay,Ihopeso"

Iclosemypotandturntolookather

Ipullhercloserandweshareakiss



Me:"youshouldn'tbecominghomelate

mybabyisinyourtummyandhehas

acurfewofsix"

Shelaughs

Me:"I'mserious"

Lulama:"yeahwhateverNoah"

Me:"I'mserious,whyyounottakingmeseriously?"

Shelooksatmeandhersmile

disappears

Lulama:"fine,letmegotakeabath,beforethe

familyarrives"

Me:"youdothat"

Ispankherass

Shegigglesrunningoutthekitchen

Iwalktotheloungeandfindthehelper

cleaning

Me:"thefoodisready,pleasesetthetableforus"



Her:"ewebasi"

(Yesboss)

Iheadupandjoinlulamaintheshower

****

Everyoneisbusygreetingeachother

andengaginginsmallconversations

wealleventuallysettlearoundthetable

andstarteatingafteraprayerbymymotherof

cause.

Mom:"mmh,thisisdelicious,tastesfamiliar?"

Dad:"lookslikeyouwentallouttopreparethis

dinnerson"

Mom:"Iknowmyson'scookingwhenItasteit,

thankyouhoney"

Me:"itwasnothing,Lulamahelpedalot"

Mom:"ohshedid?"

Me:"yesmah"

Mom:"okay"



Ichuckle

Me:"aren'tyougoingtothankher?"

Mom:"thanksLulu"

Lulama:"mypleasuremom"

MrsMthembu:"mydaughter?Cooked?Wow,people

change(laughs)Iapplaudmarriage"

There'sabitoflaughteraroundthetable

Ilookatherandsheseemsdown

Iholdherhandfromunderthetable

Shelooksatme,Igiveherawarmsmile.

shesmiles.Hersmile,it'sverysimilar,Isawit

somewhere.

***Flashback****

Iopentheenvelopetobemetby

abigpictureofher.

Istareatitforawhile,she'ssmiling

showingherwhitestraightteeth



Icantellshe'ssmartjustbylookingatherpicture

andjudgingbyherboldness

ofaskingmeaboutmyprofessionin

class,she'sanambitiousone.

***EndofFlashback****

Istandup

Me:"Ihaveanannouncementtomake"

Lulama:"we"

Me:"wehaveanannouncementtomake"

Dad:"oh,weareallearsson,whatisit?"

Everyonefocusedattentivelyonme

Me:"wearepregnant,mywifeandIare

havingalittleNhlabathijoiningthefamilysoon"

Afeweyesareexchangedastheroomfallssilent

(Silence)

Lowellclearshisthroat

Lowell:"ohwow,thisisgoodnewsindeed"



MrMthembu:"congratulationsson"

Lulama:"well?Let'stoast!"

Weclickglasses,Ican'thelpbutfeelthetensionin

theroom.Onewouldcutitoffwithaknife.

.

.

.

.

*******

"Newbeginningsareoftendisguisedaspainful

endings"(LaoTzu)

******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:28] :Insert24
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•

•

Lowell

•

•

•

•

•

Mom:"OhmyGod!Thisisthebestnewsever"

Shegetsupandwalksaroundthetable

togivehimahug.Dadalsogetsupto

congratulatehim.

MyeyeslandonLulama,shewinksatme.

Itakeasipofmywineavoidinghereyes

MrsMthembu:"Ididnotexpectthissosoon,howfar

alongareyou?"

Lulama:"aweek"



Noah:"yeahIknow,Iwasalsoshocked

whenIfoundout,Imeanwe'vebeenso

careful,Iwantedustofirstenjoyourfew

yearsofmarriage,letherfinishherstudies,geta

jobandliveherbestlife,but,hey,Iguessnature

hadotherplans"

Mom:"aawwGod'stimingisalwaysthebesttime"

MrMthembu:"Iexpectedadoctortoknowbetter"

There'ssilenceasareactiontoMrMthembu's

disappointedtone

MrMthembu:"buthey,Iguessmistakeshappen"

Dad:"areyoutryingtosaythatthisbabyisa

mistake?"

MrMthembu:"I'mnottryingtosayit,Iamsayingit"

Dad:"NochildbirthfromtheNhlabathisisamistake,

Isuggestyoutakethatbacksir"

MrMthembu:"justlikehowyourlastbornchilddied

wasn'tamistake"



MrsMthembu:"honey,stop"

Dad:"No,itseemslikeyouhavealottogetoffyour

chest....

Mom:"baba!Stopit,thisissupposedtobea

celebrationdinner"

Noah:"whatishetalkingaboutdad?Yourlastborn

childdied?Lowellisnotthelastborn?"

MrMthembu:"there'salotyoudon'tknowabout

yourparentsand,you,Noah,keepacloseeyeon

Lulama'spregnancycauseyoudon'tknowwhat

yourparentsarecapableof"

Me:"Dad?Whatisthisbimbotalkingabout?"

MrMthembu:"watchyoumouthboy!"

Aglassfliesacrossthetablehitting

MrMthembuonhishead

Theladiesscreaminshocknextthing

DadisacrosstheroomthrowingpunchesatMr

Mthembu

Me:"Dad!Stop!"



NoahandIgetuptopullhimback

asmomandMrsMthembupullMrMthembuback

Mom(atthetopofherlungs):"Stop!!Bothofyou!!

Juststop!!Youbothactingchildish!!Wesupposed

tobeafamily!

Whatiswrongwithy'all!!"

MrMthembu:"Family!?Youcallthisrubbish,family!?

Thiswholeunitywasasham!"

Helooksathiswifewhileholdinghis

bleedinghead

MrMthembu:"Nkosikaziasambe!"

(Let'sgowife)

Hepullshiswifeandtheyheadout

Theirsonfollowbehind

Everyoneisleftbreathingheavilylookingateach

other

Lulama:"there'swaaaytoomuchdramainthis

house,I'mgoingtobed"



Shedrinksherjuiceandheadsupstairs

Wesitbackonthetable

Mom:"Son,I'msorryabout....

Noah:"whatwashetalkingaboutDad?Mom?What

happened,whendidwelosealittlebrotheror

sister?"

Mom:"itwasalongtimeago...

Dad:"it'snonoftheirbusiness,focusonyourbaby,

whateverhappenedisbetweenyourmotherandI"

Me:"wedeservetoknowDad,weafamilywecan't

bekeepingsecretsfromeachother"

Helooksatmewithafrown

Noah:"he'srightDad,familydoesn'tkeepsecrets

fromeachother,whathappenedtothelastborn"

Mom:"Imiscarriedattwomonths,Ididn'ttellyou

boysaboutthepregnancycauseLowellwasstillin

highschoolinboardingschoolIwasgoingtotell

himwhenhecomesbackhomebutImiscarried

beforehecouldcomebackandyouNoahyouwere

overseasstudying,ithappenedsosoonbeforewe



couldtellyouanything,andsinceyoudidn'tknow

aboutthepregnancywedecidedtonottellyou

aboutthemiscarriage,wedidn'twanttostressyou

boys"

Noah:"Idon'tbuyit"

Me:"metoo,howcomethatmansaiditwasnota

mistake?"

Noah:"yeahandwhatisitthatyouaresocapableof

thatIneedtokeepacloseeyeonmywife?"

Dad:"soit'snotenoughthatyourmotherjustshared

themosthorrificmomentofherlife?You

questioningherpain!?"

Noah:"NoDad!YouNottellingusthetruththat'sthe

problem!"

Dad:"yiboshileekhulunywaunyoko!?"

(Isyourmothertalkingshit!?)

Me:'Itdoesn'tmakeanysense!Why

wouldyoukeepitfromus?Causeyou

didn'twannastressusout!?Bullshit!



Howmanythingshaveyoutwodone

thathasdonenothingbutstressusout!?"

Dad:"youbetterwatchyourtoneifyou

knowwhat'sgoodforyou!?"

Noah:"No!He'sright!.....

Mombreaksaglassonthefloor

Mom:"Shutup!Allofyoujust,Shutthe

fuckup!"

Mom:"Ihavehaditwithy'all,it'stimeyoulistento

menow,you!"

ShepointsatDad

Mom:"yougoingtogoapologizetotheMthembus

andyougoingtogetthemtosignthosepapers!"

ShelooksatNoah

Mom:"Andyou!Youareoffthehookwiththefamily

company,youfocusonbeingadoctorandtaking

goodcareofyourwife,Iwantahealthygrandchild

fromher,youhearme?"



(Silence)

Shebangsthetableshakingthedishes

Mom:"doyouhearme!!"

Noah:"yeyesma'am,momyesmom"

Shelooksatme

Mom:"you,dowhateverittakestogetwhatyou

want,stopbeingasissy,youamanmarn!Youwant

somethingyougrabitwithbothhandsIdon'tcare

howyoudoit,youareyourfather'sson,don'tlet

himoranyonetellyouwhatyoucanandcannot

have,growsomeballsson!

Wedidn'tsendyoutoexpensiveschoolsforyouto

beorderedaround!"

Inodagreeing

Mom:"jeez!Wecanneverjusthaveapeaceful

dinnerasafamily?HaveIgottenthatsoft

throughouttheyears?

DoIhavetobringbackthetoughNorah?

Iguessgoingsoftwasabadidea,Ithoughtyou



alreadyhaveithardfromyourfather,butIguessI

waswrong

It'stimeyouallgetyourshittogether!"

Shegrabsherpursethenlooksbackatus

Mom:"andIdon'tknowwhat'sgoingbetweenyou

two,butyouarebrothersandyouonlyhaveeach

other,sofixwhateveritisbetweenthetwoofyou

andmoveon!I'msickandtiredofthisnonsense!

ArghMarn!Suka!Nxa!"

Sheturnsherheelsandwalks

Mom:"Bongani!Asambe!"

Sheshoutsmakingherwaytothedoor

Dad:"weneverspeakaboutyourmother's

miscarriageagain,weclear?"

Wenod.

Healsomakeshiswayout

Isighandsitback

Me:"well,thatwentwell"



Heburieshisfaceinhishandsshakinghishead

Noah:"whywasIbornintothisfamilyuniverse?"

(Silence)

Helooksupatme

Noah:"whathasgottenintoyourmother?"

Lowell(chuckles):"youaskingme?Idon'tknowbut

whateveritwasgotmeshitscaredofher"

Noah(laughs):"didyouseethefireinhereyes,man,

Ithoughtshewaspossessed"

Weburstintolaughter

Me(imitates):"stopbeingasissy,youamanmarn"

Welaughevenlouder

Noah(imitates):"I'msickandtiredofthisnonsense

Arghmarn,Suka,Nxa"

Ithrowmyheadbacklosingmyselfinlaughter

Afterawhileourlaughsfade

Noah:"man,Iswear,weshouldhavearealityTV

show"



Me:"tellmeaboutit"

Noah(sighs):"butIguesssomethingsarebestnot

knownwiththisfamily"

Me:"yeah"

(Silence)

Me:....

Noah:.....

Me:"aboutwhathappenedwithAmahle

andall...

Noah:"Youdon'thavetobringitup"

Me:"Iwanttoapologise,Ididn'tmean

todisrespectbusinessoveragirl,you

knowifitwasjustanyothergirllikeCandiceI

would'vefuckedandmoved

on,butthisgirlmademecatchfeelings

justbyasimpletouch,Itriedtoignoreit,

butIcouldn't,Ihopeyoufinditinyourheartto

forgivemeandacceptheras



mygirlfriend"

(Silence)

Hejuststaresatmeforawhile

Noah:"outofallthegirlsyoucould'vefallenfor?"

Me:"Iknow,buttheheartman,ithasa

mindofitsown,youcan'tcontrolit,it

wantswhatitwants,youaheartdoctor

youshouldknowthis"

Noah:"youright,it'sfine,youcankeep

yourAmahleIjusthopeshelovesyou

justasmuchasyouloveher"

Me:"shedoes"

Noah:"mmhokay,ifyousayso,there's

nothingwrongwithfallinginloveman

butyoudidgoagainsteverythingwe

standfor"

Me:"Iknow,youdon'thavetoforgiveme



rightaway,butcanweatleastbecivil

witheachother?"

Noah:"Iguesswecanbecivil,it'lltake

awhiletofullyforgiveyou,thisAmahle

girlhasthefreedomtodowhatevernow

shecouldtellthewrongpeopleabout

whathappenedtoherwhichwouldput

theclubatriskwithauthorities"

Me:"shewon'tdothat"

Heleansback

Noah:"youreallyloveher?"

Me:"Ido,Ireallyloveher"

Noah:"yousureshewasnotusingyou

foryoutogetherout?"

Me:...

Noah:"huh?"

Me:"shewantedtogetoutjustasmuchasI



wantedtogetherout,soshedidn't

takeadvantageofme,she'ssopureandinnocent,

she'sjustayounggirlwithdreams,Itrulyadmire

her"

Helaughs

Noah:"theinnocentonesarethemost

dangerousones,but,it'scool,ifyoulove

herthenIguesswecanmovepastit"

Me:"IknowIspentalotofmoneyonher,

I'llpayitback,soon"

Noah:"we'lljusthavetobuyanother

onetoreplaceher"

Me:"doesthatmeanI'mbackinbusinesswiththe

club?"

Noah:"yeah,Iguessso"

Me:"ohhthanksman"

Noah:"nomorestupidrescues"

Me:"nomore"



Noah:....

Me:"canwemakeitofficialthistime,

Youcan'tjusthireandfiremeasyou

please,Iwanttobearealpartner,legally,

Iwantacontract"

Helooksatmeforawhile

Noah:"fine...butdon'tyouforasecondthinkthat

youcanpullastuntlikethis

againandgetawaywithit,legalpapers

don'tmeanshittomewhenitcomesto

betrayal"

Inod

Noah:"youknowhowmuchIhatebetrayal,and

you'veseenthekindof

personitmakesme,apersonIcan't

control,let'snotwakethatpersonup,

please"



Me:"Iknow,Ipromise,nothinglikethat

willhappenagain"

Hesmiles

Noah:"that'swhatIliketohear"

Hegetsup

Noah:"bringitinhere"

Igetupandweshareabrotherlyhug

Wesitdownaswecatchuponother

things

.

.

.

.

Bongani(Noah'sFather)

.

.

Me:"whatwasthatabout,ulakaolungaka?"



(Suchaggressiveness)

Norah:"noonelistenstothehumbleNorah,I'msick

andtiredofallthebullshitgoingonhere,Ithought

being

anormalhumblewifeandmotherwouldbring

sanitytothisfamilybutobviouslyIwaswrong"

Me:"sowhyyouhadtoraiseyourvoiceatmelike

that"

Imoveclosertoher

Me:"whyyouhadtodisrespectmeinfrontofkids

likethat?"

Insteadofmovingbackshefolds

herarmsandlooksmerightinthe

eyes

Norah:"I'mdonelettingyoubullyme

Bongani,ifyougoingtokillmeor

beatmeup,doit,justknowthat,thistime,I'm

fightingback"



WenowheadtoheadasI'veclosed

thegapbetweenus

Me:"uyangidelelaMalwane"

(YoudisrespectingmeMalwane)

Norah:"ngishayemawungishayakodwaangijiki

uMamabearisback"

(HitmeifyouwantbutI'mnotturningback,Mama

bearisback)

Thefiercenessinhereyesissobold

ItremindsmeofthefirsttimeIfellin

lovewithher

Me:"uMamabearkadewafa,umvusaphi?"

(Mamabearlongdied?Sowhereisshecoming

from?)

That'sthenameIgaveherwhenwewereyounger

causeshewassodangerousyetsweetandlooked

innocentatthesametime.



Shewasnotthewomantobemessedwith,without

thatwomanIhonestly

wouldn'tbewhereIamtodaybutI'll

neveradmitit.

Norah:"ungangibuziumsangano,ngiyabonaukuthi

sowukhohliweukuthi

nguwubanimina,uthandolwamilwangenza

ngakuthambelakakhulu,ongathisekumelesiqale

phansisazane"

(Don'taskmebullshit,Iseeyou'veforgottenwhoI

am,myloveforyouhas

mademetoosoftforyou,Iseewe'llhavetostart

overandgettoknoweach

otheragain)

Igrabherbyherneck

Me:"don'ttalktomelikethat"

Norah:"orwhat?"



Isearchhereyesjusttofindalittlebit

offearbutshemaintenanceastrong

gaze.

Sheattacksmewithakiss,hungrily,takingmeby

surprise,Ireturnitwithjustasmuchexcitement.

IpickherupasItakehertothebed

Sheroughlyripsoffmyshirt,Ipull

offherdress,throwingallourpieces

ofclothingonthefloor

Norah:"thankGodyounevergaveupon

gym"

IshutherupwithakissasIgetontopofher,Irub

herwetpussybeforeslowly

slidingmydickin,shemoanssoftly.

Me:"fuck,youstilltightbaby"

Norah:"andyouhaven'tshrunkonebit"

IlaughasIincreasethepaceaswemakemad

hardcorelove.It'sbeenawhilesinceI'vebeen



insideofher,I

kindaforgothowgoodshefelt,thepussythatdrove

mecrazy.

.

.

.

.

TwoMonthsLater

Noah

.

.

Iparkmycarbytheparkinglot.

ImakemywaytotheDean'sofficeled

byoneofthestudentleadersfordirections

Me:"thanksman"

Him:"youwelcomeSir"

Hewalksawayleavingmeoutsidehis



office

Iknockonhisdoorbeforeheletsmein

Me:"goodafternoonSir"

Dean:"AhDrNhlabathi,welcome"

Hegetsuptogivemeahandshake

beforegettingbacktohisseatallowing

metoalsotakemine

Dean:"Iwasexpectingyouinthemorning"

Me:"ohyes,I'msorryaboutthat,Ihadan

emergencysurgeryIhadtoattendto"

Dean:"thatexplainsitall"

Hechortles

Me:"I'mhereaboutthefewluckypicks

ofmedicalstudentswho'llbegetting

anopportunitytoworksidebysidewith

meforpracticalexperience"

Dean:"I'msoproudyouchoseourUniversitythis



year,lastyearwelost

youtoStellenbosch"

Me:"itwasaniceexperienceworking

withstudentsfromStellenboschbut

thedistanceonlyallowedmetopick

afewandtheycouldonlycomeon

holidays,soitwasabitcomplicated,

honestlythat'swhyI'mplanningon

buildinganotherhospitalwhichwill

belocatedinCapetownsothatIdo

nothavetochooseworkingwithone

Universityatatime"

Dean:"thatisagoodidea,hopefully

soonyou'llhaveahospitalineachprovince"

Me:"that'sthegoal,it'lltakeyearsbut

itisthegoal"

Dean:"youstillyoungDrNhlabathi...



Me:"pleasecallmeNoah"

Dean:"Noah,youstillyoung,youalreadyhavea

hospital,bythetimeyouin

yourfortiesyouwouldhavelongachievedthegoal"

Me(laughs):"thatisveryencouraging

ofyou"

Dean:"yes,I'mtellingyou,butletusnot

wasteanymoretime,howdoyouwish

toselectthestudents?"

Me:"Igotoeachclass,askquestions,

bestanswerswinthemover"

Dean:"soyounotgoingtoselectaccordingto

academicperformance?"

Me:"Nope,studentsarealldifferent,howyou

performonpaperdoestreallyinterestme,what

interestmeisthepassionandselfknowledge.I

mean

it'seasyforstudentstocramandpass



withdistinctions,onlytofindout,they

knownothing,itwasallcramming"

Dean:"mmhyoumakeavalidpoint,I

rememberIusedtocrammyselfback

whenIwasastudent"

Wecrackupinlaughter

Me:"youseewhatImean,Iknowwe

alldoitandsomestudentsactually

learntounderstandbutIwon'tfindthem

throughacademicrecords,Ihaveto

seewhatcomesoutoftheirmouths

fromtheirmindsonthespot,thoseare

thegooddoctors"

Dean:"youright,soyouwillbepicking

fourthyearsright?"

Me:"yesIwillpicktenfourthyearstudents,butalso

thisyearI'dliketo



picktwofirstyearstudents"

Dean:"firstyears?"

Me:"yes,justtwo,it'llbeaninteresting

experienceforthem,consideringthey

stillnewtothisandthey'llgetearly

experienceonwhatgoesoninthereal

worldofthecareertheychose"

Dean:"okay,thanksonceagainfor

choosingus"

Me:"noproblem"

Dean:"I'llleadyoutotheirclasses"

Wegetupandwalktothehealthfaculty

building

.

.

.

********



"Somewherebetweenathousandlies,there

remainsanunknownstory,anunspokentruth"

(SaraNaveed)

******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:28] :Insert25

•

•

•

•

•

Lowell

•

•

•

•

•



Me:"Justin,hey"

Justin:"heyboss"

Me:"haveyouseenPreciousaround?"

Justin:"she'sworkingatthestripclub"

Me:"okay"

Iheadtothestripclubarea.

ItakeaseatasIwatchherdoherthing

onthepolewithmenthrowingmoney

atherasshebendsoverexposingher

butcheeksandherbarelycoveredpussy.

Afterawhileshe'sdoneandcollectsher

moneybeforegoingbackstage.

Imakemywaybackstageandfind

herwipingoffhermakeup

Me:"precious"

Shelooksupatme

Me:"thatwasagoodperformanceyou



gaveoutthere"

Shesmiles

Presh:"thankyou,doyouwantaprivate

dance?"

Me:"oh,nothankyou"

Shewalksuptomeshebrushesher

handonthesideofmyface

Presh:"I'llmakeitworthyourwhile"

Herhandfindsitswaytomydick

Ilookatherintheeyes,shehasbig

prettybrowneyes

Me:"that'snotwhatI'mherefor"

Shegiggles

Presh:"thenwhyaren'tyouremoving

myhandfromyourdick?"

Itakeherhandsinmineremovingthem

frommydick



Me:"youneedtogetoutofthisplace

yourfriendAmahleneedsyou,shemissesyou,she

talksaboutyouall

thetime"

Sherollshereyesasshegetsbackto

herseat

Presh:"ifsheeverlovedme,shewouldbeherewith

me,butshechoseto

escape"

Me:"youalsoneedtogetoutofhere,

don'tyouwanttogostudyandhavea

properlifewithaproperjob?"

Presh:"thisismyproperlifewitha

properjob,I'malwayshorneyandthis

jobsfulfillsmysexualdesires"

IwalkclosertoherasItakeachairand

placeitnexttoher



Me:"younotfeelingthosedesireson

yourown,youarebeingdrugged,that's

whyyoualwayshorneysoyoucan

satisfythecustomers,youdon'treally

liketobehere,butthedrugsareblockingoutyour

thoughtsofeverbecomingsomethingelseinlife

than

whatyoualreadyare"

Presh:"really?"

Me:"yeah"

Presh:"great,thentheyshouldkeepon

druggingme,Ilikeit,causeIgettodo

this"

Shesitsonmylapfacingmethenstarts

movingherwaist

Presh:"yourdickishard,youhorneyforme?,are

youalsobeingdrugged?"

Imoveherawayfrommylap



Me:"takecareofyourselfprecious,I'll

findawaytogetyououtofhere,for

Amahle'ssake"

Iwalkout

Me:"Justin,comehere"

Hefollowsbehindmeasweheadtothe

office

Me:"Ineedyourfavor"

Justin:"favor?"

Me:"I'llmakeitworthwhile"

Iwritethepricedownandshowitto

him

Hegaspswithhiseyespoppedout

Justin:"whatisityouneedmetodo?"

Me:"Ineedyoutokidnappreciousand

takeherfaraway,don'tcomenearJoburgorKZN

foratleastayear,bythen



mybrotherwould'vestoppedlooking"

Justin:"IIdon'tknowifIcandothat"

Me"I'lldoublethatmoneyifyoudo"

Helooksatthepriceonpaperforawhile

Justin:"okayfine,I'lldoit"

Me:"I'llhelpyouwitheverything,accommodation

andtravelingtoyour

destination,Ipromisebythetimeyou

comeback,he'llbeoverit,justmake

sureyouneverevenbymistakebump

intohim"

Henods

Me:"good,we'lldiscusstheplan,thenI'll

tellyouwhentoexecute"

.

.

.



.

Bongani(Noah'sfather)

.

.

.

Me:"thanksformeetingupwithme"

MrMthembu:"justgettothepoint,I

haveplacestobe"

Me:"Thepapersarereadytobesigned"

Ipushthepapersonmydesktohim

MrMthembu:"Iwannareadthepapers

first"

Me:"pleasedon'tstartwithmeMthembu,

You'vehadyearstoreadthesepapers,

there'snothingnewhere,wemerging

ourcompaniestobecomeone,weare

justasignatureawayfrombeingthe



biggestmostsuccessfulconstruction

companyinthecountry,sopleasestop

beinghardandsignthedamnpapers"

Hetakesthepapersandpagesthrough

themcarelessly

Hetakesapenthensignsonthefront

pageandtheback.

Itakethepapers

Me:"goodchoice,soonafterthisproject

withtheWalton'swe'llgivethemthesamedeal,but

insteadwe'lltakethem

outlater"

Hesmiles

MrMthembu:"Ilikehowyouthink,ifwemergewith

theWalton'swe'llbeunstoppableinthisindustry"

Me:"exactly"

Wearedisturbedbyaknockatthedoor



BeforeIcouldinstruct,mywifebudgesin.

Norah:"havingameetingwithoutme?"

Me:"it'saprivatemeeting,andyouare

interrupting"

Shewalkstowardsmydesktakinga

chairbesidesMthembuassheplaces

itnexttomeandsits

She'sdressedinabeautifulwomen's

suitwithalacetopexposinghercleavagewith

heels,herhairistiedbackinaneatbun.

Shelooksyoungerasshehasdyedher

hairblack,you'dmistakeherforathirty

fiveyearold.

AfteradmiringherIcomebacktomy

senses

Me:"youareinterruptingMalwane"

Norah:"peoplewhointerruptarepeople



whoarenotpartofthecompany"

Me:"lasttimeIcheckedyouwerenot

partofthecompany"

Norah:"ohthat'swhereyouwrongPapa

Bear,don'tmakemeremindyouhowI

amhundredpercentpartofthiscompany"

IlookatMthembuwhoisundressing

mywifewithhiseyes

Me:"Ithinkwearedonehere"

MrMthembu:"yesweare"

Hegetsup,weshakehandsbeforehe

makeshiswayout

Ilookbackatmywife

Me:"andthen?Whatareyouwearing?"

Shelooksatherself

Norah:"wellthisisasuitjacket,andthis

isalaceshirtand...



Me:"IknowwhatyouwearingNorah"

Norah:"ohthenwhyaskme?"

Me:"whyareyoudressedlikethat?"

Norah:"wehavemoreimportantthings

totalkaboutthanmydresscodeMr

Nhlabathi"

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Norah:"wellI'mheretoclaimback

mypositionbeforeIresignedyears

back"

Me:"youcan'tjustbudgeinhereand

claimitback,thingshavechanged

sinceyouleft,allroleshavetheirpeople,

andI'mafraidwearenotrecruiting"

Norah:"hmisthatso?"

Igetupandwalktowardsthesofas

Me:"unless"



Ilookbackather

Me(smirks):"youbecomemypersonal

assistant?"

Sheburstsintolaughter

Me:"thinkaboutit,youalreadyknow

everythingaboutme,youhavealot

ofexperiencefromhomeasyouassist

mewithmanythings,and....

IcallhertocomecloserasIwrapmy

handsaroundherwaist

Me:"wecanhavetonsandloadsofofficesex"

Shesmileswhileshakingherhead

Norah:"asmuchasthatsounds

tempting,youwillbeannouncingme

intheboardroommeetingthatyouwill

callouttoday,asthenewheadofboard"

Me:"ohsoit'snottheCEOpositionthat



youwant?"

Norah:"nobaby,Iwanttobeheadofboardof

directors"

Ilookatherforawhile

Me:"whatareyouplayingatmamabear?

Whydoyousuddenlywanttocomeback?"

Norah:"I'vedonemymotherlyduties,Itookmytime

outandraisedmykids,

tookthemtoschool,wasthereforevery

partoftheirlives,theyarenowfullygrownmenwith

theirownlives.Iwant

mylifebacknowandyougoingtohand

itovertomecauseifyoudarethink

youwillfightagainstmeforthis,Iwill

makeyourlifeinthiscompanyaliving

hell,thenI'lltaketheCEOpositiontogetherwith

beingtheheadofdirectors"

Shewalkstothewhiskeybottleandpoursfor



herself

Norah:"andyoudon'twannachallenge

mehoney,youalreadyknowwhatI'm

capableof.Thiscompanyisrightlymine

tobeginwith"

Me:"fine,I'llsetupthemeeting"

.

.

.

Amahle

•

•

•

Andiswa:"yeahbutgirl,thatmanlovesyou,he's

alwaysdroppingyouoffand

walkingyoutoclass,evennow,andhe

staysliketwentyminutesawayfrom



you,drivesfromhisplacetoyourapartmentjustto

takeyoutoschool...

aishameitshoukubaumdlisentoni,thethainyani

Amahle,asozekaloku"

(Spillitout,whatdidyoufeedhim?Tell

usthetruthAmahle,thisisimpossible)

Icrackuplaughingather

Luca:"she'sright,Ipersonallythinkhe's

toooldforyou,youshouldbedating

guysyourage,likemeforexample"

AndiswaandIlookateachotherthen

laughathim

Andiswa:"ohgwanesogwaneso"

Shesayslaughing

Thisistheonlythingsheknowshow

tosayinSesotho,she'sfromEastern

Cape,webothdonotunderstand



Sesothobutweunderstandeachother

causeZuluandXhosaarealikeand

LucaisjustplainEnglish,he'smixed

raceandhecanunderstandour

languagesbutpreferstonotspeak

them.

Luca:"mxmshutup,onedayAmahle

youwillseethatyoursoulmatewas

rightinfrontofyouthewholetime"

Me:"Don'tworry,iiifthingsddon'tgo

wellwithubaby,I'llcallyou"

Helaughswhileblushingwithhis

tonguestuckout

Andiswa:"ohhshame,youlisteningto

hergivingyoufalsehope?NcwaaIfeel

foryoubro"



"OkayStudentssettledownplease,I'm

sorryaboutthatIwasjusthavingaword

withtheDean,apparently,wetryingsomethingnew

thisyear,onlytwofirst

yearswillbeluckyenoughtogetachancetogo

workfortheNewlifeHospital,alongsidewithDr

Nhlabathi"

Theclassclapsinexcitement

IlookatAndiswaandLuca

Me(whispers):"OhmyGosh,ththiswouldbeaaa

dreamcometrue"

Andiswa:"Iknowright,andI'dgetthechancetobe

nexttothehotdoctor

allthetime"

LucaandIrolloureyesaswefocus

backonthelecturer

Lecturer:"okay,hewillbehereinafewminutes,he'll



askyouabitofcomplicatedquestions,soIneed

you

guystokeepyourmindsactivated

andremembereverythingwe'velearnt

sofar,hewillaskyouthingsyoushould

knowbynowsodon'tpanic"

Sheholdsherchestandlaughsoftly

Lecturer:"ohmyGod,lookslikeI'mthe

onepanicking...

Theclassburstintolaughter

Lecturer:"Don'tdisappointmeguys,Ineedyouto

activatethedoctorsinyou"

Ismilewidely,Icannotwaitforthe

questions,there'salotofsmartstudentsinthis

class,I'llhavetobe

quickwithmyhands,Ineedthis,Ineed

tofeelareallifeexperienceofbeinga

doctor,whenIhearditstartsonlyon



fromforthorthirdyearsgoingupwhogettogodo

practicals,Iwasbummedcausethat's

sofaraway.

Hemakeshiswayin

Lecturer:"okayeveryonelet'swarmlywelcomeDr

Nhlabathionceagainforvisitingus"

Weclapourhandsashemakeshiswaytothedesk

infrontoftheclass

Lecturer:"I'lljustletyoutakeover"

Hepolitelysmilesather

DrNhlabathi:"thankyou"

He'snotwearinghiswhitecoattoday

orhisstethoscope,he'sjustdressed

inaniceformalshirtandtiewithformalpants,I'm

startingtothinkhealwayswearblackornavysuits,

todayhe'sinanallblacksuit,withoutthesuit

jacket.

Hisdreadlocksareneatlyplatted.



Andiswa(whispers):"fuck,doctorbe

lookingallkindsofyummy"

Shelicksherlips,Ilookather

shakingmyhead,thisgirlthough.

DrNhlabathi:"GoodAfternoonmyfellow

learnerdcolleagues"

Theclassgreetsback

DrNhlabathi:"Ihopeyouareallwelland

healthydoctors?"

"Weare!"

Theclasschants

Idon'tbotherentertaininghissmalltalk

I'mjustanxiousaboutthequestions

DrNhlabathi:"okay,I'mgoingtobeaskingyouafew

questionsandIwanty'alltoanswermebasedon

yourown

understanding,please,donotgiveme



ananswercrammedstraightfromthe

book,thatisnotyourunderstanding,

thatistheauthor'sunderstanding,are

weclear?"

Weallagreeinunison

DrNhlabathi:"let'sstartwithasimplequestion,what

istheheart?Whatdoes

itdo"

Mostofuspickourhandsupincluding

myselfAndiswaandLucaaswell

Hepointsatsomeotherguy

Hehadtochoosehim,thisguyisalways

answering,it'slikeheknowsthetexts

booksinandout,hememorizeseverything

Him:"Theheartisahollow,muscularorganin

vertebratesthatpumpsbloodthroughtheblood

vesselsbyrepeated,rhythmiccontractions,ora

similarstructureinannelids,mollusks,and



arthropods.Theheartiscomposedofcardiac

muscle,aninvoluntarymuscletissuewhichis

foundonlywithinthisorgan"

Henods

DrNhlabathi:"that'scorrect,asadoctor

Itotallyunderstandwhatyoujusttold

mecauseI'vealsoreadthetextbook,

Butasapatientcuriousonwhataheart

isandIreallywanttounderstandyou.

Ihavenoideawhatyoujusttoldme,

I'mtotallylost,mollusks?arthropods?annelids?to

showyourunderstandingexplainitasifyou

explainingtoachildassimpleasyoucan"

Peoplestartclosingtheirtextbooks

DrNhlabathi:"anyone?Pleaseexplain

tomakesurethatevenatenyearold

understandsyou"

Ipickupmyhand



Helooksarounduntilhiseyeslandon

me

DrNhlabathi:"youngladyattheback?"

Me:"Thehheartisastrongmuscleaboutthesizeof

yourfist.Itpumpsbloodthroughbloodvessels

whichactaslittletunnels,aroundthebodyandsits

insidetheyyourchest,ppprotectedbytheribcage.

Thebloodcarriesoxygenandothernutrientsyour

bodyneeds,thishappenswithineachheartbeat"

Hesmilesandnodshisheadimpressed

DrNhlabathi:"nowthatiswhatIcall

passionandunderstanding,shepracticallysaid

everythingyoujustsaid....

Hepointsattheguywhoansweredbeforeme

DrNhlabathi:"exceptsheexplaineditin

herownwords,insimpleterms,ifyou

cannotexplainsomethingatit'ssimplestform,it

meansyoudonot

understandit,thankyouyounglady,



whatisyourname?"

Me:"Amahle!"

DrNhlabathi:"Amahle,thankyou,you'vecaughtmy

attention,Ihaveonemore

questionforyouguys,thebesttwoanswers,isthe

luckystudentsI'llpick.

Whydoyouwanttobeadoctor,what

kindofdoctordoyouwanttobe,and

whythatstream?"

Afewhandsgoup

HepointsatLuca

Luca:"Iwanttobeadoctorbecauseitisthebest

andhighestpursuitofalife’sworkforsomeone

wholovessolvingproblems,relatingtoandbeing

encompassedbystoriesofhumanity,andisa

curiousinterrogatorofdata.That'swhoIamand

thegeneraldesire

tosavelives,Iwanttospecializeon

neurology,becausemygrandmother



lostherlifeduetobraintumor,Iwould

liketohelppeoplewhosufferfromthis"

DrNhlabathi:"interesting,yournamesir?"

Luca:"Luca!"

Hewriteshisnamedown

DrNhlabathi:"anyoneelse?"

HepointsatAndiswa,shegivesagood

answerandhewriteshername.

Iputmyhanddown,IguessI'mnothealreadyhas

thetwoluckystudents.

Myheartisshattered,Iwasreallylookingforward

tothisopportunity

DrNhlabathi:"okay,students,IknowI

saidI'llonlychoosetwo,buthey,there's

roomforonemore,andI'dliketoselect

uhm....

Helooksdownathispaper



DrNhlabathi:"Amahle,sheansweredthe

firstquestionexcellently,Amahle?"

Ipickmyhandup,hiseyeslandonme

DrNhlabathi:"whywouldyouliketobe

adoctor?"

Me:"mmostpeoplevaluetheirhealthabove

eeverythingelseintheirliveswhethertheyknknow

itornot.Whensomeoneissickorinjured,orher

normalwayoflifeisdddisruptedanddoctorshave

theincredibleopportunitytorestorethesepeople’s

livestonormalcyandevenssavesomefromdeath

itself.Thereforebeingadoctorisextremely

rewarding.Iwwanttobea

cardiologist,theheartisthemostffragilepartofthe

body,manypeoplesheartshavebeenbroken,in

relationships,byfamilies,whateverpeoplego

through,theheartistheoneorganthatfffeels

everythingthemost,theppartthatsuffers,itfeels

everysinglebitofpainevenphysicalpainleaves

scaresontheheartmorethantheflesh,verbal

abusestingstheheart,therearemanypeople



sufferingfromheartproblemsbecauseofthepain

they'vesuffered.Iwanttobetheonethathealsthat

pain,Iwannabetheonewhohealsbrokenhearts.I

knowhowheartbreakfeellikeIwannasavenot

onlypeople'slives,butIwannasavepeople'shearts.

abrokenheartistheworst,it'slikebrokenribs,no

bodycanseeit,but

everytimeyoubreath,ithurts.

AndthatiswhyI'dliketobeaheartdoctor"

Ihearhandsclapping,Iwipethetears

thatmanagedtoescape.Ididn'trealize

Iwasinmyfeelings

DrNhlabathi:"wow...justwow,thatisthe

bestreasonI'veeverheardmywholelife

ofbeingadoctor.Ihopemostofyouare

justaspassionate,ifyourreasonofpursuingyour

dreamsmakesyoucry,

knowthat,youshoulddoeverythingin



yourpowertoachieveit"

Hewritessomethingonhisnotebook

DrNhlabathi:"I'mafraidthatisallthetimeIhave

withy'alltoday,Iknow

alotofyouhaveverygoodreasonsand

IwishIcouldtakeallofyouforthis

experience.Iwillreceivemoredetails

ofthesethreestudentsfromyourDean.

Enjoytherestofyourdayguys,that'llbeallfrom

me"

Hetakeshisstuffandthelecturerwalks

himout

.

.

.

*******

"abrokenheartistheworst,it'slikebrokenribs,no

bodycanseeit,but



everytimeyoubreath,ithurts"(Amahle)

*******

Tobecontinued
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Wemakeourwayinsidethehouse

Me:"whyamIhereagain?"



Lulo:"becauseImissyouonmy

bed"

IlaughasImakemywaytothekitchen

Me:"I'msohhungry"

Iopenthefridge

Lulo:"whydon'twegooutfordinner?"

Me:"iiitsfineIcancook"

Lulo:"it'ssadthateverytimeIaskyou

somethingyouactuallythinkIneed

yourpermission"

Iholdmychestlookingathim

Me:"youdon't?"

Lulo:"let'sgooutfordinner,goputon

somethingfancy"

Me:"fancy?whwhereareyoutakingme?"

Lulo:"somewherefancy"

Hesayswrappinghisarmsaroundme



Me:"can'twejustgotoRoccomamas

Ilovetheirburgers"

Lulo:"Iwasgoingtotakeyoutoawine

anddinesortathing"

Ishakemyhead

Lulo:"butIguessRoccomamaswilldo"

Hepecksmylips

Lulo:"plusIhavegoodnewstosharewithyou"

Me:"Ialsohavegoodnews"

Lulo:"let'sgetgoingthen"

Hesmasheshislipsonmineas

hepicksmeupandwalk

totheroomwhilekissing.

*****

Lulo:"thankyou"

Hesaystothewaitresswho

justservedusourfood



Lulo:"nowyoumadeusorderthismessy

burger"

Me:"it'swworththemess,bbringyour

platehere"

Hegivesmehisplate,Icuttheburgerin

halfforhim

Me:"it'llbbbelessmessythisway"

Hesmilesatme

Lulo:"thankyou"

Me:"youwelcome"

Wedigin

Me:"sssowhatwerethegggoodnewsyou

wantedtosharewithme?"

Lulo:"oh,uhmit'saboutPrecious"

MyfacelitsupasIstraightenmyposture

Lulo:"Ihaveaplanofgettingherout,

She'llbeoutofthereinamonth"



Me:"Really!?"

Henods

Me:"aareyouserious?Babe!That'sthe

bbbestnewsever"

IwalktohissideofthetablesittingnexttohimasI

attackhimwithahug

Me:"ththankyousomuch"

Ipeckhislipsmultipletimes

Lulo:"butshe'llhavetodisappear

forawhilebeforeshecancomeback

toJoburg"

Inod

Me:"yeahIuunderstand,aslllongasshe

getsoutofthatplace"

Lulo:"she'llbeout"

Me:"myGosh,Iknowyyyoujjjustgot

yourjobbackattheclub,anndnow



youabouttobetrayyourbossagain

bbecauseofme"

Lulo:"I'mjustdoingwhatneedstobe

done,I'llcovermytracksthistime"

Ihughim

Me:"yousssogoodtome,Iddon'tknow

hhowamIevergoingtorrepayyou"

Lulo:"youdon'towemeanythingAmahle

alwaysrememberthat"

Hepecksmycheekbeforelettingmego

Lulo:"anyway,whatisthegoodnews

youhadforme"

Isighandlookdownatmyfood

Me:"nnowIddon'tffeellikeminewill

begoodnewsanymore"

Lulo:"whynot?"

Me:"bbecauseit'snewsthatwillbenefit



me,notyou,yourggoodnewswerefor

meandwhatyou'veriskedforme,while

mygoodnewsarejustaboutmyself"

Lulo:"heey,whatevermakesyouhappy

makesmehappy,soifyoubenefitting

thenI'malsobenefitting,justtellme

thegoodnews"

Me:"Igotthishugeopportunityto

workparttimeaspracticaltraining

atahospital"

Hesmilesashisjawdrops,surprised.

Lulo:"Noway!"

Me:"Yesway!theddoctorcametochoose

onlyththreefirstyearsforthisooopportunity

Tojjjointhefourthyearssstudentsduringtheir

ppracticals"

Lulo:"thatisthebestnewI'veheardall



daybabe,I'msoproudofyou,you

reallydodeserveit,whichhospitalisit?"

Me:"iiit'snewlifepprivatehospital"

Helooksatmewithafrown

Lulo:"DrNhlabathiisthedoctorthat

pickedyou?"

Me:"yeah!Yourbrother,hhhealmostdidn't

ppickme,bbuthedid,youneedtofformally

introducemetohimbabe,Iddidmyresearchon

himandapparentlythelecturerwasn'tlying

whwhenshesaidhhe'soneofthebbestrankedin

thecountry,hhheevenssstudiedoverseas.He's

alsoacccardiothoracicsurgeon,he'lleeducate

mmeoneverythingIneedtoknowontheffieldI

wannatake"

Lulo:"youcan'ttakethatoffer"

Me:"whwhat?"

Lulo:"I'llmakesureIgetyouanother



hospitalyoucanworkpart-timein,with

adifferentdoctorwho'lleducateyouor

whatever,butyoucannotworkformy

brother"

Me:"bbbbutwhynot?"

Lulo:"bbbbecauseIsaidso"

IholdmychestasIfeelmyheartsink

Didhejustmakefunofmystuttering?

Lulo:"I'msorryAmahle"

Me:"IIIthinkweshshouldgonow"

Lulo:"Mahle,please,I'msorry,Ididn't

meantomockyou"

Me:"iiitsokay,I'lltttakethisffood

astakeaway"

Heholdsmearoundthewaist

Lulo:"Baby...

Iremovehishandfromme



Me:"cccanwejustgo,p,please"

.

.

.

.

Thenextday

Noah

.

.

Me:"thestudentswillbestarting

fromnextmonth,thistimewe'llbe

workingwithwitsmedicalstudents.

Ialsochosethreefirstyearstudents"

"Aahh/what?/firstyears?"

Afewdoctorscomplain

Me:"yes,onlythree,Iknowit'sstill

waytooearlyforthembut,it'sjust



togivethemthatsneakpeakoftheir

professionandhowit'slike,takeit

asanexperiment,atwhatlevelof

medicalschoolarestudentscapable

ofbeingdoctorsintherealworld"

DrSing:"Ithinkthisisagoodideadoctor,it'llbea

funexperienceseeingyoung

studentswhoarenewtoeverything.

It'lltesttheirpassionandwithpractical

experiencetheycangettodecidewhile

it'sstillearly,ifisthisthecareerpath

theyreallywannapursue"

DrCohen:"Iagree,witheverythingthat

happensinthehospital,itcanchange

one'smindaboutbeingadoctor,so

they'llgettoseeifseeingbloodand

dyingpatientsalmosteverydayof



theirlivesisreallysomethingtheywannago

throughtheirwholelives"

DrMbalo:"yes,they'llgettoseeboth

thegoodandthebadpartsaboutbeing

adoctor.It'sreallyagoodexperiencefor

firstyears..wowIwishIgotthisduring

myfirstyear,itwould'vemotivated

metostayawayfromthepartiesIwent

toandactuallystudyharder"

Welaugh

Me:"I'msogladweallonthesamepage,

that'llbeallfortoday,youcannow

prepareforallthosecuriousminds

andhowyouallgoingtoeducatethem,

Itrustthatyouwillgivethemthebest

experiencelikewedidwithStellenbosch

Students..okaygooddoctors,youcan



allgobacktosavinglivesnow"

Iheadbacktomyoffice

IfindLowellcomfortableonmyseat

Me:"andwholetyouin?"

Lowell:"yourreceptionist,I'mfamily

afterall"

Me:"getyourassoffmychair"

Hegetsupandsitsoppositemydesk

asItakemyseat

Me:"canIhelpyoubro?"

Lowell:"whatgameareyouplaying

atbro?"

Me:"whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Lowell:"withAmahle,mygirlfriend"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?Whathappened

toher?"

Lowell:"youhappened,Iknowyouchose



heronpurposetocomeworkforyou,

I'mnotdumb,outofallthepeoplein

thatschoolyouchoseher,why?"

Me(chuckles):"aiangsazike"

(AiIdon'tknowanymore)

Lowell:"youstillhaven'tfullyforgivenme

fortakingherfromtheclub,Iremember

youeventhreatenedme,yousaidIwas

goingtoregreteverbackstabbingyou,

youtoldmetomarkyourwordsandI

did"

Me:"Iwasangry,I'vepassedthatnow,

youaskedforforgivenessandweworkedthings

out,ifIwantedtopay

backIwould'velongdoneit,she'dbe

deadbynow,butit'sjustagirlwhocan

bereplaced,Iwasn'treallymadaboutyousaving



her,Iwasmadaboutyou

goingagainstme,thewayyouwent

Aboutit,thewayyouweredisrespecting

me.ButI'vemovedpassedthat"

Lowell:"sowhydidyoupickher?"

Me:"Ithoughtyou'dbehappyIdid,

don'tyouwantthisopportunityforher?

Youtoldmehowpassionatesheis

abouthercareerpath,anditcoincidentallyhappens

tobemycareer

aswell"

Lowell:"Ineveraskedforfavors,Icould'vefoundher

aninternship

somewhereelse,Iknowafewdoctors

aswell"

Me:"thewayyouspokeaboutherpassiontome,it

remindedmeof

myself,Iwantedtoseeitfirsthand,



andifitinspiredmeIwouldgiveher

thisopportunityIwishIgotwhenIdid

myfirstyearinsteadofwaitingtillI

reachmyfourthtoseventhyear"

Lowell:....

Me:"youwereright,shehasthepassion

heranswerstookmebysurprise,I

thoughtyou'dbehappyIgaveherthis

opportunity,she'llgettoworksideby

sidewithdoctorsandseeusinaction

througheverypatientwithdifferent

sicknesses.Butifyouwanthertogo

beamereinternwho'llworkasaPA

anddoboringdocumentsforthedoctorsmaking

themtea,insteadof

whatI'moffering.Thengoahead,Iwon't

stopyoubro.She'syourgirl.AndI'm



verysorryifyoufeellikeIintruded,wasn'tmy

intentionsatall"

Hesighsandsitsback

Lowell:"wellifyouputitthatway...there'snomore

turningbacknow,

she'salreadysupperexcitedabout

this,I'dbeabadpersontotakethis

awayfromher"

Me:"I'mtrulysorryman,butIswear,

shegenuinelyimpressedmeamongst

allthestudents,whensheexplained

whyshewantedtobeadoctor,itliterally

boughttearstome,includingafew

peopleintheclass"

Lowell:"wowreally?"

Inod

Lowell:"IwishIwasthere"



Me:"I'msureshetoldusthesamething

she'stoldyou"

Lowell:"I'veneverreallyaskedherwhy

shewantedtobecomeadoctor,Isaw

herpassioninthewayshedoesher

researchaboutdoctorsandthedoctor

seriesshewatches"

Me:"oh,wellyoushouldaskher,I'msure

she'llmakeyoucry"

Webothlaugh

Lowell:"you?Cry?Liketearstears?"

Ilaughoutloud

Me:"Ididn'tcrytears,butitmovedme"

Lowell:"Isee,please,Itrustthatyou

willputourdifferencesasideandtreat

herfairly"

Me:"welongresolvedourdifferences



Lowell,Itoldyou,I'mpastit"

.

.

.

.

Aweeklater

BackinZululand

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

.

Mom:"kwenzakalaniThulile?Yinndaba

ungakamithi?"

(What'sgoingonThulile?Howcomeyou



notpregnantyet?)

Me:"angaznammah,kadengizama

ngicabangaukuthiinkosiinenkinga

yokumithisa"

(Ialsodon'tknowmom,I'vebeentrying

Ithinkthekinghasafertilityproblem)

Mom:"uyabonake,uSaqwithiulindile,

isikhathiesidemanje"

(Yousee,Saqwithihaswaitedforwaytoolong)

Me:"khululekamah,sengikhulelwe"

(Don'tworrymom,I'mpregnant)

Mom:"kanjani?Uthe....

(How?Youjustsaid....)

Me:"ngilalenobhutiyenkosi,ingimithisile"

(IsleptwiththeKing'sbrother,heimpregnatedme)

Shesmilesclappingherhandsin

excitement



Mom:"haaa,uyabonake,wenzekahle,

kungconongobakuseyigazilasebukhosini"

(You'vedonewell,it'sbetterbecause

it'sstillbloodfromroyalty)

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Dad:"andfromhearonpleasemaywe

allrecognizeMrsNhlabathiasthenew

headofdirectors"

Weclapforher

Mom:"thankyouverymuch,it'sfeels

goodtobeback,Ilookforwardin



workingwithyouall,eventothenew

onesIdon'tknow,Itrustthatit'llbean

honorworkingbesideyouall"

Dad:"andthat'llbeallfortoday,meeting

isdismissed"

Theyallmaketheirwayout

Iwalkuptothem

Me:"I'msogladthatyoubackmom"

Mom:"I'mgladmyselfson"

Me:"Ihopeyouwillnotmakemylife

atworkalivinghelllikehowyour

husbandalreadyis"

Mom:"don'tworrymybaby,mommy's

herenow,yourdadwillnotbeaproblem"

Me:"yeahright,I'llbelieveitwhenIsee

it"

Dad:"soyougoingtotalkaboutmeasif



I'mnothere?"

Me:"yes,mom,wouldyouliketojoin

meforlunch?"

Mom:"Iwouldloveto"

Dad:"mxm,asifIcare,theCEOhasmore

importantthingstotakecareof"

Hewalksout

Mom:"don'tpayhimanyattention"

Me:"he'sgoingtokeeprubbingitin

myfacethatI'llneverbeCEOaslongas

Iworkhere"

Mom:"that'snottrue,ifyoureallywant

tobeCEOyouwillbe,youjusthaveto

usethatbrainofyours,yourdadnever

studiedforthisprofession,butyou

wentabroadtostudyforit,useyour

knowledgeagainsthimson,Iwould



helpyoubutIneedyoutofigurethings

onyourown"

Isigh

Me:"let'sgoforlunchshallwe?"

Welockedarmsasweheadoutfor

lunch

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

Andiswa:"Canoneofyouexplaintome

Amyotrophiclateralsclerosis?"

Luca:"comeonthat'seasyAndy"

Andiswa:"Amahle?"

Luca:"itisaprogressivenervoussystemdisease



thataffectsnervecellsinthebrainandspinalcord,

causinglossofmusclecontrol.basicallyit'swhen

peoplecan'tusemostoftheirmuscles,

likewalking,speakingevenbreathing"

Andiswa:"whatcausesitthough?"

Me:"iiit'safataldisease,mmmeaning

itdoesn'thaveaspecificcause,itcould

beinheritedfromfamilyDNA"

Luca:"yeah,scientistarestillresearching

thecauseofit,butfornowit'sjust

adisorderthathappensnaturally,kindof"

Andiswa:"ohhokay,thanksguys,neurologyisnot

thatbadyaz"

Me:"nnotatall,I'mstartingtolikeit"

Luca:"good,youshouldjoinmeonmy

stream"

Me:"hhellno,thththeheartiswhereit'sat"



"Sthandwasam?"

Ilookbehindmethenlookbackatmy

phone

Me:"guys,cccanwecarrythisonover

texting"

Andiswa:"mmhngoba?Usefikileubae?"

(Mmhwhy?Hasbaearrived?)

Ilaugh

Me:"No!(Whispers)yes,bye!"

Idropthevideocall

Hesitsonthecouchnexttome

Lulo:"Igotyouyourfavoriteicecream

flavor"

Hegivesmeatuboftinrooficecream

withchocolatesauceandroastedchippedAlmond.

Hetaughtmethisice

creamflavorandIfellinlovewithit



causehealwayshaditinhishouse.

Me:"ththanksI'llppputitinthefridge"

Lulo:"comeon,pleasedishitupforus?"

Me:"okay"

Iheadtothekitchenanddishitforus

Igivehimhisbowlbeforesittingon

thecouchasweeat

Lulo:"soItalkedtomybrotherabout

yougoingtoworkthere,itturnsouthe

hasgoodintentions"

Me:"mmh"

Lulo:"don'tbelikethathlehle,Iwasjust

tryingtoprotectyou,mybrotherisnot

normalandhisangercantriggerhimto

docrazythings,Ihadtomakesurewhat

hewasplayingat,eventhoughIstill

don'tfullytrusthimbutheseemsgenuine"



Me:"okay"

Heputshisbowldownandtakesmine

awayfrommeputtingitonthetable

Lulo:"youstillmadatmeaboutlastweek?"

Me:"No"

Lulo:"Iapologizedsomanytimes,please

babe,forgiveme,it'llneverhappenagain"

Me(sighs):"I'msssoryIdddontmean

togiveyouattitude.I'monmyperiod

andIhhhadaverybbadday,I'vebbeen

inppainallday"

Lulo:"weshouldgoseeagynoaboutthis,it's

gettingoutofhand"

Me:"yeah,butI'mabitbetternow"

Hepullsmeintohisarmsandlets

merestonhisshoulder

Lulo:"Ihadlunchwithmomtodayand



Itoldheraboutyou"

Ilookathim

Me:"aandwhwhwhatdidshesay?"

Lulo:"shesaidyousoundlikean

amazingwomanandshe'dliketo

meetyou"

Me:"ohhno,IIddon'tthinkI'mready

forthat"

Lulo:"I'mnotsureifI'mreadytoo,my

familyisveryabnormal,I'mstill

inlovewithyourinnocenceandcalmness,Idon't

wantthempassing

ourbaggageandtoxicityonyou"

Me:"theyccan'tbethatbad?"

Hechucklessarcastically

Lulo:"rememberItoldyouaboutmyfather"

Me:"argh,Iaaalreadydonnotlikethatoldman,yyou



wworksohardforthat

company,bbuthejustdoesn'twantto

seeyouatthettop"

Lulo:"well,he'llhavetoswallowhispridecauseto

thetopiswhereI'mgoing.

Ihaveaplantogettheposition"

Me:"how?"

Lulo:"Dadknowsnothingdeepabout

thisbusiness,Iknowtherightsof

thecompany.IcanactuallytakeDad's

companyrightoffhisfingers,withmom

astheheadofdirectors,it'llbemuch

moreeasier"

Hehasaproudsmirkonhisface

Me:"whateveryyouplanning,plplease

becarefulbabe,ddesireforpowerccanchange

people"



Hepullsmebymyneckandkissesme

.

.

.

.

*****

Thepowerhungryindividualfollowspathstohis

owndestruction"(Adler)

******

Tobecontinued
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It'sbeenamonthsincethedoctorcame

topickusatschool,todaywillbeourfirstdayatthe

hospital.

It'saSaturdaysoIhavenoclasses

IsleptoveratLulonke'splaceforthe

weekendcausehelivesclosertothe

hospitalandhehasacarfortransport.

IwrapmytowelasIstepoutofthetub

asLuloalsogetsoutfromtheshower

Ilookawayforhimtocoverhimself

Lulo:"youknowyoudon'thavetolook



away"

Ilaugh

Me:"Ido"

Lulo:"canyoupleasepassmethetowel"

Igrabthetowel,Iblockmyeyesbefore

turningaroundtogivehim.

Hetakesit

Lulo:"youcanlooknow"

Iopenmyeyesandhehasn'tcovered

himselfasmyeyesinstantlydropped

tohislowerbodybeforelookingback

inhiseyes

Me:"why?"

Iattempttowalkawaywhenhegrabs

myarmandpullsmetohischest

Me:"babe"

Lulo:"youscaredtotouchyourman?"



Me:"IIddon'twanttobetempted"

Lulo:"youdon'tevenwannashowerwith

me"

Me:"I'mscaredoftheshower"

Lulo:"butyoudon'twantustakingabath

togethereither?"

Me:"iitstoommuchtemptationbabe,

Iddon'twannagetyouhardonlytoleave

youhanging"

Lulo:"youknowthethingIdotoyou

sometimeswhenIgodownonyou?"

Inod

Lulo:"youknowyoucandoittometoo"

Me:"yyoummeanyouwantmetoggive

youablowjob?"

Lulo:"yeah,ifyoudon'tmind"

Me:"Iddon'tknowiifIcandoitproperly?"



Lulo:"come"

Hepullsmebymyhandleadingtheway

tothebedroom

Westandnexttothebed,heslipsoff

mytowelleavingmeexposed,Icover

myboobswithmyarmsbutheremoves

them

Lulo:"youhaveaverybeautifulbody,you

knowthat?"

Me:"thanks"

Hemakesmesitonthebed,Idon't

thinkI'mreadytodothis,butIdon't

wannarefusehim,it'stheonlywayto

satisfyhimwithouthavingsex,Idon't

wanthimtoendupcheatingonmeeither.

Hestandsinfrontofme

Lulo:"rememberthepornvideoswewatched?"



Me:"yeah"

Lulo:"justtrytodowhattheydo"

Itakeadeepbreathbeforetakinghis

bigdickinmyhand,Istartrubbingit

upanddown.

IknewthisdaywouldcomeandI've

beenwatchingvideosonmyownon

howtodoaproperblowjob,Imust

sayitlookedkindascaryforthegirls

whochokeandgagbuttheguysalways

enjoyit.

Iputitinmymouthslowlylickingand

suckingtheheadfirst,Idon'tknowifI'll

beabletotakehimallin,he'sbig.

Ilickhiswholedickmakingitwetwhile

massagingit.Ipushitinandoutmy

mouthuntilIstarthearinghimgroan



Lulo:"aahyeah,that'sitbaby"

Igetoffthebedandmakehimsitas

Igodownonmyknees,helooksimpressedbymy

decision.

Istartdeepthroatinghim,Ilookup

athim,hiseyesdarkwithdesire

Iplacemyhandatthebaseofhisdick

asIrubupanddownwitheverystroke

Hekeepscursingunderhisbreathso

IguessI'montherighttrack.

Iplaywiththeheadusingmyfingeras

Ikeeplickingitbeforeputtinghimall

inalloveragain

Me:"youlikethat?"

Lulo(breathlessly):"fuckyeah"

Iholdhisballsgentlymassagingthem

asIsuck,Iholdhisdickupasmymouth



goesdowntogivehisballsattention

Lulo:"fuckMahle!Thatfeelsgooood"

Hesaysbetweenhissoftgroans

Irubhimfasterwhilesucking

Lulo:"I'mcummingbabe"

ImovemymouthasIrubhisdickuntil

hisspermsspillout.

Hehelpsmestandandmakesmesit

onhislapasweshareakiss,hisdick

hardagainstmypunani,Ifeelmypunani

clench,I'mverywet,hotandbothered

Idecidetogetoffhimbeforemyemotionsbetray

me.

Webothheadtothebathroomandclean

ourselvesup

Lulo:"babe?"

Me:"baby?"



Lulo:"howdidyoubecomesogoodon

yourfirsttry?"

Igiggle

Me:"wwasIththatgood?"

Lulo:"Yoh!"

Hesaysthrowinghisheadupandbites

hisbottomlip

Me:"I'vebeenwatchingvideosonmy

own"

Hisjawdropsshocked

Lulo:"really?"

Inodshyly

Lulo:"aingiyakuvumababe,youafast

learner"

(Isaluteyou)

Hesaysgivingmeahugandpecksmeonthelips

Lulo:"Icanalreadyimaginesexwithyou



you'llbesoogood"

Me:"bbabe,let'sgetready,I'llbelate"

Weheadtotheroomandgetourselves

ready,wenowhavingbreakfast

Lulo:"babe?"

Me:"yessthandwasam"

Lulo:"whendoyouthinkyou'llbeready?"

Me:"fforwhat?"

Lulo:"youknow"

Ilookathimcarefullytryingtofigure

outwhathemeans

Me:"youmeanddrivinglessons?"

Lulo:"No,Imeansex"

Me:"oh,uhm,Ithoughtyyouddidn'tmind

waiting"

Lulo:"Idon'tmind,I'mjustcurious"

Me:"yyouknow,bbackinhighschool



IthoughtI'donlybreakmyvirginityafter

Igraduate,aandIpprayedforaguywho'dbe

patientwithme"

Lulo:"forsevenyearsbabe?"

Me:"isittoolongforyou?"

Lulo:"itis,Idon'twannaevenplay

innocentwithyouandsaythatIdon't

mind,babe?sevenyears?Idon'tknow

hey"

Me:"Iknow,I'maskingfortoomuch

thisiswwhyIalwaysavoidingdating

inthefirstplace"

Lulo:"sowhatareyousaying?Whydid

youdatemeifyouknewthereasonyou

avoideddating?"

Me(sighs):"ccanwenotttalkaboutthis

now"



Lulo:"no,Iwannatalkaboutit,whoare

youkeepingyourselffor?"

Me:"yyouwouldn'tunderstand"

Lulo:"thenmakemeunderstand,you

can'taskmetowaitsevenyears,and

thenaskmetonotcheatonyou,I'm

notavirginMahle,andonceyou've

tastedsomethinggoodit'shardto

avoidit,speciallyforsevenyears"

Me:"Ittoldyou,iifyouffeellikeyou

can'twaitanymore,bbreakupwithme"

Lulo:"Iwon'tdothat,justmakemeunderstand,why

didyouagreetobewithmeinthefirstplace,isit

becauseI

wasyourescapeplan?"

Me:...

Lulo:"youdidusemethefirstdayyou



agreedtobewithme,tellingmetohelp

yourfriendescapeaswell"

Me:"Iwwasn'tusingyou"

Lulo:"behonestwithmebabe"

Ifeelmythroathurtastearsthreaten

myeyes

Me:"yyouhurtingmyheart,pplease

stoptalkinglikethis"

Hesighsandgetsuptogoput

hisbowlaway,Ifollowhimtothe

kitchen

Lulo:"let'sgo"

Me:"okayfine,I'llhavesexwithyou,if

that'swhwhatyouwant,jjustatleast

givemeacoupleofmonths"

Helooksatme

Lulo:"Idon'twannaforceyoutodo



somethingyoudon'twant,it'sfine

I'llwaitsevenyears"

Me:"nnoit'sokay,I'llbereadyina

coupleofmmonths"

Lulo:"areyousure?"

Inod,heticklesmemakingmeburst

intolaughter

Me:"sstooop!Babe!"

Hehugsmepickingmeup

Lulo:"yougettingheavierbabe"

Me(smiling):"whatdoyouexpectwhen

youfeedingmesomuch"

Igainedabitonthewaistfroma28to

a30mybuttcheekshavebecomefuller

IneverimaginedIwouldeverevolvefrommy

skinnybody

Hedrivesmetothehospital



.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Me:"right,soiseveryonehere?"

Theylookateachother

onepicksuphishand

Me:"yes?"

Him:"myfriendAmahleisrunningabit

late"

Me:"that'snotgood,wehaveabusyday

ahead,thisisdisappointingofher"

Ijotoutastrikenexttohername



forpunctuality,Ididn'texpectthisfrom

her,Ithoughtshevaluedtime,it'sone

ofthethingsIfoundoutabouther.

Him:"oh,theresheis"

Ilookdownthepassageandseeher

makingherwaytowardsuswithLowell

besideher.

Ishould'veknown,heprobablymade

herlateonpurpose.Maybetheyhad

morningsexbeforegettingready.

Amahle:"I'msssorryI'mlate"

Lowell:"itwasmyfault,Ikepther"

Me:"onestrikeforlackofpunctuality

Indigo"

Amahle:"Iunderstanddoctor,iiitwon'thappen

again"

Lowell:"isthatnecessarythough,itwas



notherfault"

Me:"itdoesn'tmatterwho'sfaultitis,thisisawork

placeandprofessionalism

isvalued"

HeshakeshisheadashelooksatAmahle

Lowell:"byebaby,enjoyyourfirstday"

Hepeckshercheekthenmakeshis

waydownthepassage

Me:"okay,let'sgetonstraighttoit,uhm

asyoucanseethedoctorsbehindme"

Ipointatthedoctors

Me:"thisisdoctorMbalohe'saradiologist"

DrMbalo:"hello"

Me:"thisisDrCohen,she'saneurologist,oneofthe

bestaround"

Shesmilesatmeasshenodsherhead

tothestudents



Ifinallyintroducethemtoallthedoctors

Me:"youguyswillfollowthedoctorwho'sdoingthe

samestreamyouare

interestedinandthosewhoareinterestedin

cardiology,staybehind"

Thedoctorswalkawayasthestudents

choosewhotofollow.

I'mnowleftwithonlyfivestudents

Me:"okay,soIguessit'sjustus"

Itakeoutmyschedulebook

Me:"sotodaywehavethreesurgeries

firstwillbeacoronaryarterybypasssurgery"

Ilookupattheirconfusedfaces

Me:"doesanyonehaveanideaonwhat

kindofsurgerythisis?"

TheyshaketheirheadsexceptforAmahle

Ilookather



Me:"Indy?"

Shelooksatmeasifshe'sshockedI

justcalledher

Me:"doyouhaveanideaofwhatkind

ofsurgerythisis?IfyougetitrightI'll

forgiveyouforyoucominginlate"

Amahle:"it'sasssurgerytorestore

thebloodflowtotheheart,Ithink"

Me:"correct,veryimpressive"

Iwritenexttohername"forgiven"

Me:"thenwe'llbedoingahearttransplantsurgery,

thenlastbutnot

leastit'llbeheartvalvesurgery,does

anyonehaveanideaofthelast

surgery?"

onegirlpicksherhandup

Me:"yes?"



Her:"Ithinkitwhenyourepairtheheartsvalves?"

Me:"areyoutellingmeoraskingme?"

Her:"tellingyousir,Imeandoctor"

Me:"youarecorrectbutwhydowe

repairthem?"

Shepickherhandupshyly

Me(smiles):"yesIndy"

Amahle:"whentheyareleakingorreplacingthem

whentheyarenarrowed"

Me:"okay,buthowareyousoaccurate?

Imeanit'sstillearlyintheyear,I'msurey'allhaven't

learnedanyoftheseyet"

Amahle:"Iddidssomeresearchon

whatcardiothoraricsurgeonsdo

andIfoundinterestinitsoIlearntmore

throughtheinternet"

Inod



Me:"okayAmahle,noneedtoshowoff,

wegetit,youarefreakingsmart"

Isayjokinglyandtheylaugh

Me:"okaypeople,let'sgetdownto

business,Ihopenoonewillbefainting

fromseeingtoomuchblood"

Theylaughwhileassuringmethey

won'tfaint.Ijokearoundwiththem

sothattheycanfeelcomfortablearoundme,Idon't

wantthemtobestiff

andafraidofmecausetheymight

notfindlearninginteresting

.

.

.

.

Lowell



.

.

.

Ihavecalledinaboardmeeting,Iinvited

theboardofdirectorsincludingmom

andallshareholdersofthecompany.

dadmakeshiswayinlast

Me:"thankyouallforcoming"

Dad:"whyarewehere,Ihavealotof

worktodo"

Me:"well,Ihavebeentalkingtothedirectorsand

alsotheshareholders

ofthecompanyandweallcameto

acommonagreement,thatthecurrent

CEOMrNhlabathi,isnotfitforthe

position,hehasnotmetthevision

ofthecompanysincehetookhis



placeonhisseat,thenumbershave

droppedandclientsarenotcomfortable

inworkingwithhim,hedoesnot

putourpotentialinvestorsandclients

needstointerestsandtherefore

aftertheWalton'swhomIconvinced

toteamupwithus,thiscompanyhas

notwonanyhigherinvestorsorpartners.

Thereforewiththeinterestofthecompanyandthe

visionwehavefor

thefuture,wewouldliketovoteon

theterminationofMrNhlabathisenior"

Dad:"bullshit!Youcan'tdothis,Iam

notgoinganywhere!Thismeetingis

dismissed!"

Mom:"calmdownNhlabathi,letusbe

professionalaboutthis,thisisaplaceofbusiness



andweallhavearightto

opinion,letLowellfinish"

Helooksaroundbeforesittingback

onhisseat

Me:"wewillvotebyashowofhands.

ThoseofyouwhowouldlikeMrNhlabathiseniorto

keephisposition

pleaseraiseyourhands"

Afewpeopleraisetheirhandsincluding

mom,Iguessshe'sscaredtoturnherbackonhim

Icountthehands

Me:"that'stenpeople"

Iwriteitdown

Me:"thoseofyouwho'dlikehimto

stepdownraiseyourhands"

Theyraisetheirhands

Me:"that'stwelvepeople,lookslikethe



votesarenotonyoursideDad,sorry"

Helooksatmewithragingeyes

Me:"theHeadofdirectorscannow

announcewhoisnextofkintotake

overtheposition"

Mom:"LowellNhlabathiwillbetaking

theseatofbeingtheCEO,ifyouagreewithme

pleaseraiseyourhands"

almosttheeveryonepickstheirhands

up

Mom:"it'sofficial,LowellNhlabathi,congratulations,

forthenewposition,

wetrustthatyouwillleadthiscompany

wellandtakeusto.....

Dad:"youallgoingtoregretthis!Youhearme!This

ismycompany!Istarteditfromscratchwithmy

wife,Nonofyouson'sabitchesweretherewhen

we



we'restrugglingtogettothetop!Nonofyou

mutherfuckers!Youhavenoideawhatittooktoget

here!Notaclue!Butyouthinkyoucankickmeoff

likeitsnothing!"

Everyoneisquietlookingathimactinglikeamad

person

Helooksatme

Dad:"watchyourbackboy,youemadeanenemy"

Hesayswalkingout,hiswordsleave

ashiverdownmyspine

ButIbrushitoffasIlookbackatthem

Me:"thankyouforthisopportunity,youwillnot

regretit"

Momputstwothumbsupgivingme

aproudsmile

.

.

.



.

******

Becarefulhowyouplayyourcards,whenyouhave

aqueeninyourhand"

******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:29] :Insert28

•

•

•

•

•

Lowell

•

•

•

•



•

I'mintheofficewhenI'mdistractedbyaphonecall.

Me:"hello?"

"It'sdone,wejustcrossedtheboarder"

Me:"good,pleasetakereallygoodcare

ofher,andnevercallmeagain,I'llcall

youwhenit'sokayforhertocomeback"

"Yeahsurethingboss,I'lltakegoodcare

ofher"

IdropthecallasIleanbackonmychair

Ican'tbelieveIjustdidthistomybrother

twice.Ijusthopeit'sallworthitcauseI

reallyloveAmahleandIdidthisforher.

It'sbeenaweeknowsinceshestarted

workingforhim,I'mkeepingacloseeye

onhercauseIdonottrustthatNoah

movedonfromwhathappened,he'snot



onetoforgiveeasily,I'veseenthiswith

hisenemies,apartofmebelieveshim

causewebrothersbutapartofmejust

doesn'ttrusthim.

Itakemyphoneanddialmybaby

"Sthandwasam?"

Myheartmeltsasasmilecreepsonmy

face

Me:"mylove,unjani?"

(Howareyoudoing?)

"I'mgggoodandyourself'

Me:"I'mgoodnowthatI'mtalkingtoyou"

"Imissyou"

Me:"Imissyoutoobabe,I'llcomeget

youthisweekend"

"Ican'twait"

Me:"how'syourdaygoing?"



"Ijustffinishedmylastclassfortheday,

I'monmywwaytothehospitalnow"

Me:"okay,yourtransportistakingyou

right?"

"Yesbabe"

Me:"okaylove,enjoyyourdayatthehospital"

"Iwill,it'sthebbestppartofmyday"

Me:"Iknow,Iloveyou"

"Iloveyoutoo...mncwaa"

Sheblowsakissoverthephone

Me:"mncwaa"

Shedropsleavingmesmilinglikean

idiot.

Igetbacktoworkwhenthere'saknock

atmydoor

Me:"comein"

Thedooropensandshemakesherway



in.She'sdressedinarevealingshortdress.

Lulama:"heybabydaddy"

Me:"Lulama?Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Myeyeswonderupanddownherbody

Ihaven'tseenherinaminuteandshe

looksbeautiful

Lulama:"that'showyougreetyourbaby

mama?"

Shesaysmakingherselfcomfortableon

thecouch

Me:"youcan'tbehere,whatdoyouwant?"

Lulama:"Ijustcametocheckonyou

nothingmuch"

Igetupfrommychairandjoinheron

thecouch

Me:"I'mbusy"

Lulama:"Imissyousomuch,Ican't



stopthinkingaboutyou,Ikeepthinking

you'llcontactme,you'llmissmeand

comebacktomelikealwaysbutyou've

beenquiet,wereyoureallyseriousabout

theendofus?"

Me:"yes,Iwas"

Shegetsupandsitsonmylapwithher

legsspreadoutoneithersidesofmylegs.

Shecloseshereyeswhilesittingonmy

dick

Lulama:"mmhh,Imissthis"

Me:"Lulu,please...

Shesmashesherlipsonmine,Ikiss

herback,shemovesherwaistslowly,

thewarmthofherpussymakesme

hard.

Lulama:"don'tyoumissme?Whenlast



haveyouhadgoodsex?"

It'sbeenmonths,eversinceIstarted

datingAmahleIhaven'thadsexand

tobehonestI'mverysexuallyfrustrated,thisisthe

longestI'veeverwentwithoutpussy.

Me:"Lulu,please,don'tdothis"

Shecontinuesgrindingonmydick

Lulama:"Ijustcameheresoyoucan

bondwithyourbaby"

Sheliftupherdressexposingherlittle

bump.Iputmyhandsonhertummy

rubbingit.

Me:"haveyoufoundoutthegenderyet?"

Lulama:"it'sstillearlytotell"

Me:"ohokay"

Lulama:"whenlasthaveyouhadofficesex?"

Me:"No,lulama,pleasedon'tdothistome,Ihavea



girlfriend"

Shegetsonherkneesandunzipsmy

pants,shetakesmyharddickout

Me:"Lu....

Sheputsitinhermouth,itfeelstoogoodtoprotest.

Afterawhileshesitsbackonit

Imoveherpantytothesideandslide

itin,shehumpsonitatafastpace

Me:"Fuck!"

Lulama(moaning):"aahhhhyeeaah!"

*****

Iputmyclothesbackon

Me:"don'tpullthisstuntagainLulama,can'tyouget

itthroughyourthickskull?

wearedone"

Lulama:"Iknow,I'msorry,it'sjustImiss

yourgentleness,it'sbeenawhilesince



I'vebeenfuckedwithcare"

IfrownasIturntolookather

Me:"whatdoyoumean?IsNoahhurtingyou?"

Shelooksdownfixinghershoes

Iwalkuptoher

Me:"ishe?"

Shegetsupandlooksmeintheeyes

Lulama:"he'snothurtingme,he'sjust

notasgentleasyou,hedoesn'twaitfor

metobesatisfiedaslongashecum

wedone...Ijustmissyousomuch"

Tearsescapehereyes,Ipullherinto

myarms

Me:"I'msorry,Ithoughtyoulovedhim,youtwo

seemsohappy,Ithoughteverythingwasgood?"

Lulama:"Idolovehim,buthe'stoorough,hedoesn't

haveyourcaringtouch,butthat'sonlyinbed,with

everythingelse,he'sromanticandlovingandhe



makessureI'mhappy,Ijustdon'tunderstandhis

moodswingsthough,hecanbescary"

Ipushheroutofmyembrace

Me:"talktohimaboutit,I'msurehe'll

changesincehecaresaboutyourhappiness,

pleasedon'tcomehereagain,youfoundmeatmy

weakest

todaybutIswear,youcomearound

hereagainandtrythis,Iwillpersonally

throwyouout,stopwiththeslutty

behaviorLulama,noteverythingina

relationshipisaboutsex,atleastyou

gettingsome,nowplease,leavemy

office"

Herjawdropsasshegasps

Lulama:"fine,thatwasmygoodbye

anyway,Ididn'tlikehowyouhadthe

lastbye"



Shetakesherpurseandherphoneshewalls

towardsthedoor

Shelooksbackatme

Lulama:"bye!"

IsighasIsinkonthecouch,Ilookatmyphoneand

callAmahle,Ifeelsoguilty

rightnow

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

DrNhlabathi:"that'llbeallfortodayguys,youalldid

well,youarenow

dismissedtogohome,I'llseeyou

guysagainthiscomingweekend"



Webidhimgoodbyebeforemaking

ourwayouthisoffice

"Amahle"

Ilookbackathim

DrNhlabathi:"pleasestaybehind"

IlookatAndiswa

Me:"youcanleaveme,I'llseeyoutomorrow"

Andiswa:"okay,bye"

Shewalksout.

Iclosethedoorandsitonthechair

oppositehim

Me:"yesdoctor?"

DrNhlabathi:"Iwanttoletyouknowthatyou've

beendoinganincrediblejobhereatthehospital,the

careyouhaveforthepatients,thewayyouare

alwayswellinformedaboutthedeseasesofthe

patients,I'vealsocheckedyouracademicrecord

andyouarereallysmart,notonlythatbutyouhave



passionaswell"

Me:"ththankyoudoctor"

DrNhlabathi:"IguesswhatI'mtryingtotellyouis

that,asthehospital,we'dliketoofferyoua

scholarship,thenaftergraduationyoucancome

workforus

foratleastthreeyearsbeforeyoucantransfer

somewhereelseifyouwishto"

Myheartispoundingexcitedlyagainst

mychestwithmyhandscoveringmy

mouth.Ican'tbelievewhatI'mhearing.

Imustbedreaming!

Me:"aaaaare....

Hechuckles

DrNhlabathi:"sshhhh"

Heinstructsmekeepquiet,Iclose

mymouthandsigh

DrNhlabathi:"takeadeepbreath"



Ibreathinslowlybeforebreathingout

DrNhlabathi:"again"

Irepeatbreathinginandout

DrNhlabathi:"nowthinkcarefullyabout

whatyouwanttosay"

Inod

DrNhlabathi:"haveyoucompletedthe

sentenceinyourmind?"

Inod

DrNhlabathi:"now,takeyourtime,don't

rushyourwords,andtellmewhatyou

needtotellme"

Me:"areyouseriousdoctor?"

DrNhlabathi:"asseriousasaheartattack"

Me:"ththankyousomuch,thismeans

alottome,Idon'tknowwhattosay"

DrNhlabathi:"sayyou'lltaketheoffer"



Inodcontinuously

Me:"Yes!Iaccept"

DrNhlabathi(smiles):"Iknowyouwon't

disappointed"

Me(smiling):"Iwon'tDoc,Ipromise"

DrNhlabathi:"great,doyouhaveany

urgenthomeworkorassignmentto

completetonight?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"no,Iwwasjjustgoingtostudy"

DrNhlabathi:"wouldyouliketojoinmeformynight

shift?Ihavetwosurgeries

tonight"

Ican'thidetheexcitementonmyface

GodknowshowmuchIenjoymytime

atthesurgeryrooms

Me:"iwouldlovetojoinyou"



Itakemyphonefrommypocket

IhavemissedcallsfromLuloand

afewmessages

Me:"ccanIfirstalertmyboyfriend?"

DrNhlabathi:"ofcause,goahead"

Idialhisnumberandcallhim

"Babe,I'vebeentryingtogetholdofyou,areyou

okay,thedriversaidyounevershowedupwhenhe

cametopickyouupatthehospital?"

Me:"III'mstillatthehospital,I'llbeworkinguntil

latetoday"

"Untillate?Why?"

Me:"DrNhlabathi,ssaidIccanjoinhimforhisnight

shift,wwe'llbedoingsurgeries"

"It'saschoolnightAmahle,youshouldn'tbe

workingnightshifts,younotevengettingpaidto

workthere,I'mcomingtofetchyou"

Me:"Nobabe,ppleaseI'dreallylove...



"NoMahle,endofstory"

Hehangsup

Isighlookingatmyphone

DrNhlabathi:"hedoesn'tapprove?"

Ishakemyhead

Me(lowtone):"no"

DrNhlabathi:"letmetalktohim,he'smybrother

afterall"

Hetakeshisphoneandcallshim

DrNhlabathi:"lilbro"

Hegetsupandheadsoutleavingmealoneinhis

office.

Ilookaround,thisofficeisbig,it'sso

comfortableandhomey

Ilookatthewoodennameplatewithhisname

printedonitonhisdesk.

Iwalkaroundtohischair,it'ssocomfortableand

holdssomuchauthority.Ispinitaroundforalittle



beforeadjustingmyselfproperlyand

pushingitclosertothedesk,Isitup

properlylikethewayhedoesandlook

acrossatthechairoppositewhereIwas

sitting

Me(imitates):"Iwanttoletyouknowyou'vebeen

ddoinganincrediblejobhereatthehospital....

*Throatclears*

IlooktowardsthedoorasIquicklyget

upandheadbacktomyseat.

Ohno!Hecaughtme,great,theregoes

myscholarship

DrNhlabathi:"wereyouimitatingmeDrMbokazi?"

Thathasaniceringtoit

Me:"Nodoctor,uhmIwwas,I'msorry"

Helaughswhiletakinghisseat

DrNhlabathi:"it'sokay,everyonecanfoolaround



onceinawhile"

Ismilebitingmylipinembarrassment

DrNhlabathi:"Italkedtoyourmanand

hedoesn'tmind"

Me:"really?"

Henods

Me:"that'sgreat"

Hetakeshisboardclippedwithpapers

andapenashegetup

DrNhlabathi:"let'sgettoworkDoctor"

Me:"yesplease"

Wemakeourwaytotheoperatingroom

.

.

.

Bongani(Noah'sfather)

.



.

.

Norah:"baba"

Iturntolookather,asIputonmyjacket

Norah:"Idon'tlikeitwhenyouthisquiet,it'snever

good"

Me:"whatdoyouwantmetosay?

Myownsonbetrayedme"

Norah:"hedidn'tbetrayyou,hewasjust

doingwhatwasbestforthecompany"

Me:"thatboyisstupidandverynaiveifhethinks

he'lljusttakemycompany

andgetawaywithitjustlikethat,hehasanother

thingcoming"

Norah:"don'ttalklikethat,whereareyougoingso

late?Please,don'thurtmychild"

Itakemygunandshoveitonthebackofmypants

Me:"ohI'mnotgoingtohurthim,I'mgoingtokill



him,he'smadehimselfanenemytome,andan

enemyI'llbe"

Shestandsinfrontofmeblockingmyway

Norah:"I'mnotgoingtoletyoudothis"

Me:"bettercallhimandsayyourlastwordscause

you'llneverseehimagain"

Shetriesstoppingmebygrabbingonto

myarm,Islapheracrossherfaceand

shefallstotheground

Me:"youbetterprayhe'simmortal"

Imakemywaytothecaranddriveoff

.

.

.

******

"Sometimesbloodisn'tthickerthanwater,and

familywillcrossyouquickerthanstrangers"

(Unknown)



*****

Tobecontinued
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Me:"sothispatienthasaorticaneurysm,we'llbe

repairingtheAorticaneurysmthenontopofthatwe

willreplacethe



aorticvalve"

Shenodswithafrownonherforehead

Amahle:"I'mssorrydoc,bbutwhatis

aorticaneurysm?"

ThisiswhatIlikeabouther,eventhoughsheknows

she'ssmartshe'snotashamedtoaskwhenshe's

lost

Me:"aorticaneurysmisaweakenedareainthe

majorbloodvessel,beingtheaortathatfeedsblood

tothebodysowhentheaortaisweak,blood

pushingagainstthevesselwallcancauseitto

bulgelikeaballoonthatiscalledaneurysm"

Shenodsunderstandingme

Amahle:"oohhssoit'sbasicallylikeatumor,justin

theheart?"

Me(smiles):"that'saneasywaytoputit,I'mglad

youunderstanddoctorlanguage,Ihadtoexplain

thisoverandoveragaintothestudentsfrom

Stellenbosch...andguesswhat?"

Amahle:"what?"



Me:"theyweresixthyearstudents"

Shegiggles

Me:"don'tlaugh,thisisserious,noteveryoneis

giftedlikeusIndy"

Amahle:"sowhwhatdowedofirst?"

Me:"okaysowedoinganopenheartsurgery,we'll

firstputthepatienttosleep"

Iinjectthepatientandhecloseshis

eyesinstantly

Me:"wehavetorepairtheaneurysmbeforeit

becomesacatastrophewherethepatientmightdie,

it'sverydeadlywhenuntreated,ifitburstsinones

heartthey'lldie"

Shenods

Me:"let'swashourhandsbeforewestart"

Weheadtothesinkintheroomandwashour

handsthoroughlywithsoap

beforeputtingonourgloves



Me:"passmethesaw"

Shelooksinthetoolboxandpicksitupthenhands

ittome

Me:"thankyou,I'mgoingtosplitopenthebreast

bone,watchcarefullywhere

I'mdoingitandhow"

IcutthechestopenfullyconcentratedonwhatI'm

doingsothatIdonotcut

partsI'mnotsupposedto.

Me:"alwaysbecarefulhowdeepyou

shouldgo,youwouldn'twanttocutoff

anorgan"

Amahle:"thatlooksvveryscary"

Me:"itdoes"

Ilookather

Me:"wenowgoingtoremovethecoveraroundthe

heartpericardiam"

Iasktheassistingnursestostartthe



heartmachine

Me:"thatmachinewilldothejoboftheheartaswe

continueworkingwiththevalves,asyoucansee

rightthere,that'sthetube"

Amahle:"itsobig"

Me:"that'swhyitwasimportantforhimtodothis

surgerybeforeitbursts"

WecontinuewiththesurgerywhileIexplain

everythingthatI'mdoingand

whyI'mdoingit.

****

Itakeoffmyscrubs,Amahlewentto

anotherroomtochangeandcleanherhands.

Shemakesherwayinmyoffice

Amahle:"IshouldcallLulonketocomefetchme"

Me:"don'tworry,I'llgiveyouaride,I'm

alsoinmyway"

Amahle:"okay"



Ipackmystuffneatlyinmybriefcase

Igrabmycarkeysandphonethenwe

headout.

Iopenthepassengerdoorforher

Amahle:"thankyou"

ShegetsinandIclosethedoorasIopenthe

backseatandputmybriefcase

ontheseat.Iwalkaroundtomyside.

Istartthecarthenwedriveoff

Me:"canyoutypeyouraddresshere"

Igivehermyphonetotypeheraddressonthejps

beforeconnectingittothe

car.Ialreadyknowwhereshelivesbut

Idon'twannascareheroff

Me:"oofit'sreallylate,whatareyougoingtoeatfor

supper?"

Amahle:"Iddon't,I'llpprobablyjustmakea

sandwich"



Me:"let'sgetsomethingtoeatfirstsomewhere,I'm

surethere'saplacestillopenwithgoodfood"

AfterawhiledrivingIparkinfrontofarestaurant

Me:"grillhouse,I'msurewe'llfindsomethinggoodto

eathere,younot

veganareyou?"

Shelaughsabitandshakesherhead

Amahle:"No,I'mnot"

Igetoff,Iwasabouttogoopenthedoorforherbut

shealreadyletherselfout

Me:"howdareyoudenymechivalry,thenyouladies

startcomplainingthattherearenogentlemenout

there"

Shegiggles,there'ssomethingabouther

giggles,theytooinnocent,it'scute.

Amahle:"Idon'tmindchivalringmyselfthankyou

verymuch"

Me:"okay,Iseeyou,youthefeministtype,awoman

candoanythingamancandoanddoitbetterkinda



girl"

Shelaughsoutloudshakingherhead

Amahle:"I'mnnotlikeththatatall"

Ilookupatthegentlemenaswestandbythe

counter

Me:"what'sgoodonthemenumyguy"

Welookatthemenuandorderourfood

thenwaitforitbythetable

Shekeepscheckingherphoneandtyping,she

looksworried,shemustbe

chattingtoLowell

Me:"istheresomethingbotheringyou?"

Shelooksupatme

Amahle:"No,I'mfine"

.

.

.



Lowell

.

.

.

IdecidedtocomestraighttoAmahle's

placeafterwork.Ihavethesparekeys.

ButnowI'mstartingtogetworried,it's

almostoneinthemorningandshe'snot

backyet.

ItakeoutmyphoneandtextheronWhatsApp.

(Me)"Stillatthehospital? "00:33am

(Baby)"justknockedoff,gettingfoodfirstat

grillhouse,gothungry"00:35am

(Me)"withwho?YougotanUber?"00:36am

(Baby):"withDrNhlabathi,heofferedmearide,I

promiseI'msafe"00:37am

(Me)"okaybabe,I'mgivingyou45minutes,I'mat

yourapartment,Icouldn'twaitfortheweekend,I



missedyousomuch "00:39am

(Baby)"awwbabe ifIknew,Iwouldn'thave

acceptedtoworknightshift "00:40am

(Me)"justhurryhome,Ineedyouinmyarms

urgentlysthandwasam "00:42am

(Baby)"theorderisalmostready,I'llbethereina

minutebabe,areyouhungry?ShouldIgetyou

anything?"00:43am

(Me)"Nobabyit'sfine,Ialreadyate"00:45am

Shetakesawhilebeforeanswering

(Baby):" "00:58am

(Baby)"I'llseeyoujustnowmylove "00:59am

Iputmyphonedownsmilingonmyown

Thethingsthisgirldoestoyheart,it'snoteven

funny.I'moverheelsforher.

ThefunnythingisI'malreadythinking

aboutmarriagewithher,Idon'tknowif

Icanwaitforhertograduate,Ijustwannawifeher



alreadysoallthesethirstyassholesknowthatshe's

taken.

IneverthoughtI'dfeellikethisforanyone,ever,it's

ascaryfeelingatthesametimecause,Idon'tknow

whatI'd

doifIwouldmessuplikeIdidandshe

findsoutthenthreatenstoleaveme,I'm

prettysureI'dgocrazy,Ican'timagine

losingher.

There'saknockatthedoor,Isitup

straightasIlisteniftheknockisreally

comingfromthisflat

*Doorknocks*

Igetup,what'sconfusingmeisthat

IknowAmahlewouldn'tknockcause

shehasherownkeys,soit'ssomeone

else,maybeit'saneighbor?Butatthis

timeofthenight?That'screepy.



Ipickupthemattressandtakethegun

IleftthisgunhereforAmahleincase

sheeverfoundherselfintroubleand

neededtoprotectherself.Iloadit.

*LouderDoorknocks*

Me:"whoisit?"

"VulaicabaLulonku!"

(Openthedoor!)

Me(perplexed):"Dad?"

.

.

.

Norah(Lowell'smom)

.

.

.

Ifollowedhimwithmyowncartillhereachedsome



estate,hebribesthesecuritytolethimin,aftera

whileIalsodriveinafterbribingsecurity.

Iwillnotlethimkillourchild,notwhile

I'mstillalive.

IparkabitfarasIwatchhimmakehiswaytothe

door,hemust'vetrackedhis

phonetoknowexactlywherehewas.

Itakemygunandshoveitontheside

ofmyjeansbeforemakingmywayout

Heknocksforawhileashekeeps

Shoutingvula,IguessLowellcansense

thathe'snothappyandhimbeinghere

isnotoutofgoodintentions,heknows

hisfathertoowell,hemustalsobe

wonderinghowheknewhewasherewhenhedidn't

informhim

Hemovesawayfromthedoorandthrowshimself

againstitabouttwicebeforeitopened.



Iruntowardsthedoor

"Yah!WhatdidItellyou?Didn'tItellyouyou'll

regretstealingwhat'smine?"

Theybothpointingeachotherwithguns

Istandbythedoorcarefulforthemnot

tonoticeme

Lowell:"Dad....

Bongani:"don'tnyadnyadme,youstoppedbeing

mysonthemomentyoudecidedtostealfromme!"

Lowell:"Ididn'tstealfromyou,itwasinthebest

interestofthecompany!"

Bongani:"bestinterestofthecompanymyfoot!You

stolemarhn!!"

HemovesclosertohimLowellputshisgundown,

whatisthisboydoing?

Iswearthesemenwillbethedeathof

me,Bonganipointsthegunrightonhis

headhe'sagitatedwithanger



Bongani:"goodbyeson,youonlyleftwiththree

secondstolive,Ishowedyou

whatIdotomyenemies,Idon'tsparethem,

speciallyiftheystealsomethingIworkedsohard

for,Isentyoutothoseschoolsforyoutobean

educatedtheif?Idon'tthinkso"

ItiptoeasIgobehindhim,Lowelllooksatmethen

quicklylooksbackathisfatherforhimtonotnotice

me

Bongani:"one....two....

Ipointthegunagainsthishead

Me:"three"

Bongani:"Norah..thisisnotthetime"

Me:"Ididnotboreeighttotenhoursofpainfullabor

togivebirthtoabeautifulsononlyforyoutotake

himawayfromme!"

Bongani:"Norah!Uzolimala,ayifuniwenale!"

(You'llgethurt,thisdoesnotinvolveyou)

Me:"it'smyson!Ofcauseitinvolvesme!Youcan't



killmysonIwon'tletyou!"

IstandinfrontofLowell,Itakebongani'sarmand

makehimpointthegunonmyhead

Me:"dubulaminaokuncono,makufemina!!Dubula

minaBongani!!"

(Shootmeinstead,Ishoulddie,shootmeBongani!!)

Lowell:"No!Shootme,I'mtheonewhostole,I'mthe

uselessson,I'llneverbegoodenoughforyou

anyway!"

HepointsthegunatLowell

Bongani:"vele,youtheenemy!"

Istandinfrontofhim,tearsstreamingdownmy

face

Me:"howcouldyouwanttokillyourownchild

Nhlabathi!Heh!?(Shouts)HowCouldYou!!!"

NextthingLowellisfightinghisfatherforthegun,I

trytostopthembuttheytoostrongasItrytotear

themapart

.



.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Wemakeourwayoutoftherestaurant

DrNhlabathi:"watchthis"

Hebumpsintosomething

Guy:"heywatchitman"

DrNhlabathi:"oh,I'msorry,I'msorry"

Helooksupathimthensmilessurprisingly

DrNhlabathi:"you?"

Theguylooksathimconfused

DrNhlabathi:"ohmygosh!Man!Longtimenosee!



Youstillalivebru?"

Theguyawkwardlylooksathimtryingtoremember

ifheknowshim

DrNhlabathi:"it'smeman,Skhumbuzo?Wewentto

primarytogether,youoncesavedmefrommy

worstbully"

Heshakeshishand,theguystartsplayingalong

Guy:"ohhh,yeeah(chucklesnervously)Skhumbuzo

mfethu,Ialmostdidn'trecognizeyou"

DrNhlabathi:"ayibo,Iwillneverforgetyouman,no

matterhowoldandwrinkledyoubecome,you

changedmylifeman"

Hewipesfaketears,I'mholdingmy

mouthtryingnottolaugh

Guy:"yeah,I'mgladyoudoingwell"

DrNhlabathi:"yeahman,Ididwellformyselfeven

becameadoctorcauseyouinspiredmetosave

people'slives"

Ican'thelpbutburstintolaughter



Guy:"yehIsee,look,itwasgoodbumpingintoyou

aftersolong,butIhavetogo"

DrNhlabathi:"youdon'twantmynumber?Maybe

wecancatchupondrink?Becomefriends?"

Guy:"uhmI'dlikethat,eishbutI'm

inarush"

Theguywalksawayfromhimincreasinghispace

DrNhlabathi:"okaythen!!Tillwebumpintoeach

otheragain!!Iloveyouman!!"

Heshoutsatthepoorguyrunningaway

I'mintears,Ican'tevencatchmybreath

Thatwastoofunny

Me(laughing):"noooo...he...heactually...hebelieved

you!!"

Imanagetosaybetweenthelaugh

He'salsolaughingoutloudaswerunto

thecar.Heopensthedoorforme,Igetinthehe

goesaroundtohisside



Welaughwhiletryingtocatchourbreathe

Me:"yyouaaretoomuch"

DrNhlabathi:"wellI'mgladthatentertainedyou,you

seemedabitstressedearlier,laughteristhebest

medicineafterall"

Me:"yeahitis"

Isiponthewaterheboughttryingto

calmmyselfdown

Me:"Iccantbelieveheplayedalong"

DrNhlabathi:"I'mgladhedid,he'sagoodguyfor

notwantingtohurtmyfeelings"

Me:"youalwaysprankpeople?"

DrNhlabathi:"Iusedtoprankmybrotherallthe

time,it'dirritatehim"

Me:"hhedoesn'tlikepranks,Ialsoprankedhim

once,madehimthinkhepeedthebed"

Helaughsleaninghisheadonhischair

DrNhlabathi:"classic"



Hestartsthecarandwedriveoffwhileeatinginthe

car

Afterawhileheparksbythegate,Ishowthe

securitymycardthenheletsusin

hedrivesinandparksnexttomyapartment

Me:"ththankyousomuchDoctorNhlabathi..

DrNhlabathi:"please,wenotatworkanymore,call

meNoahorLwandle"

Me:"NoahLwandleNhlabathi,mmhIseewhatyour

parentsdidthere"

Helaughsabitlookingatme

Noah:"whatdidtheydo?"

Me:"Noah,isthemmaninthebiblewhobuiltanark

forthefloodswhichcreated

abigocean,whichisuLwandleinZulu,Icallhim

Noah,thekingoftheocean"

Noah:"Iseeyouknowyourbiblewell"

Me(smiles):"Ido,thankyouLwandle,foreverything,

yyouddon'tknowhowmuch



youhavedoneformewwiththescholarshipand

thejobexperience"

Noah:"don'tmentionitsweetheart"

Myminddoesamarathonontheday

Ifirstheardhisvoiceandhecalledme

sweetheart

Ismileathimhesmilesback

*Gunshots*

Istartledroppingthephoneonmyhand

Me(terribly):"whwhatwwasthat?"

Noah:"soundedlikeagunshot,let'sgo"

Wegetoutthecarandruntothehouse

.

.

.

.

*******



"Thinkingbeforeactingiswisdom,butactingbefore

thinking,isregret"(Author)

******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:30] :Insert30

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

Myheartisabouttopoprightoutmychestatthe



sightthatwelcomedusasthedoorstep.Lowelland

someman

areholdingaguninacompromisingpositionwhile

staringatthewoman

wholooksdeadonthefloor

Noah:"Nooo!!Mom!!Whatthefuckhappened!!"

Heshoutsatthetopofhislungswhile

runningtowardsthewomanonthefloor

Heshakesherwhiletryingtocoverher

wound,Ifeelmykneesslowlyfailingme

asImakeoutwhatjusthappened

Me(whispers):"Lowell?"

Heletsgoofthegunmovingbackwards

fromthemanwhileholdinghishead

havingpalpations

Lowell:"Nonononono!NO!!MOM!!"

Noah:"herpulseisweak,Ineedtorushhertothe

hospital"



Noahcariesheroutthedoor

Afewpeoplemaketheirwayin

Security:"Hoetsahalang?"

(What'sgoingon?)

Guy:"mywifejustgotshotbymistake"

Lowell(crying):"thisisallyourfault!!It'sallyour

fault!!Youkilledmom!She'sdeadbecauseofyou!!

Congratulations!

Youfinallykilledher!!"

Man:"Itwassupposedtobeyou!!"

Tearsstreamdownmyfaceseeinghim

breakdownlikethatbreaksmyheart

Iwalkuptohimandcoverhiminmyarms,ashe

criesonmychestwhile

holdingontome

Security:"I'mgonnahavetoaskyounottoleaveas

wewaitonthepolice,everyonepleasegobackto

yourhousesthepolicewilltakecareofeverything"



Peoplestartleavingwhilemakingcomments

Me:"baby?whwhathappened?"

Heshakeshisheadstillburiedinmychest,Icaress

himbacktryingtocalm

himdown

Me:"it'sokay,pleasedon'tcry"

Lulo:"I'msorry"

Me:"it'sokay,it'sgoingtobeokay"

Lulo:"Ishotherbabe"

Me:"ssshhhh,ddon'tsaythat"

Security:"I'mgoingtohavetoaskyou

twomentofollowme"

Weholdontoeachothertightlyonelasttimebefore

heletsgoofme

Theytaketheguns

theothermanIthinkit'sLulo'sdadlooksatme,he

hasaconfusedexpressionon

hisface



Man:"don'tIknowyou?"

Ishakemyhead

Helooksatmeforawhile,he'sstarting

tocreepmeout

Man:"pleasetakecareofthismess,don'tleavea

singlestainifyoudon't

wantyourboyfriendgoingtojail"

Lulo:"Dad?"

Hewarnsthenlooksatmebefore

makinghiswaytome

Lulo:"I'msorrytoputyouthroughthis

butcanyoupleasedothisforme?"

Inod

Me:"fine,I'lldoit"

Hekissesmyforehead

Lulo:"I'llexplaineverythingwhenIgetback"

*****



Iwaslefttocleanthebloodonthefloor.

I'mstillnotsurewhathappened,why

wouldfamilyfighteachotherwithguns?

Whowouldwanttokillhiswife?Iknow

Lulonkeisinnocent,heisnotcapableof

this,buthisfatherontheotherhand,I'm

surehehadeverythingtodowiththis

*Sighs*

Ijustfinishedtakingabathroom,after

moisturizingmybodyI'mnowtuckedin

bedbutIcan'tsleep,Ineedtoknowwhat'sgoingon,

isLulonkeokay?HowishismomdoingIhopeshe's

alive.

ItakemyphoneandcallLulotofind

outwhatwashappening.

Ihearhisphoneringingsomewherearoundthe

house,Ifinditunderthepillow,great,nowhowamI

goingto



findoutifhe'sokay?

IscrollthroughmycontactsuntilIreadDr

Nhlabathi

Iclickonitandcallhim

"Hello?"

Me:"hhi"

"(Lowtone)Hey"

Me:"iseverythingokay?Hhowisyour

mother?ddidshemakeit?"

Hesighs

"herpulsewasweakwhenIgothertothehospital,

DrSinghisstillbusywith

herwound,anythingmighthappenso

allIcandoiswait"

Me:"oh,I'mssosorryaboutwhathappened,I'llpray

foryourmotherto

makeit"

"Thankyousweetheart,that'dmeanalot"



Me:"okay,goodnight"

"Goodnight"

Ihangup,it'salreadyfiveinthemorning

andIcan'tsleepwithoutknowinghowmybabyis

doing.

.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Webribedthesecurityforhissilence

Wenowatthehospitalwaitingtohear

fromthedoctortakingcareofmom.

Noahhasn'tsaidawordtome,everyone



isquiettryingtodigesteverythingthatjust

happened

"NorahThandekaNhlabathi"

Weallgetup

Dr:"pleasecomethrough"

Heleadsustotheward

Noah:"howissheDoctorSingh?"

DrSingh:"somedamagewascauseinherintestines

whichmaycausealotofproblemsforherlike

diarrhea,itsthesmallintestinesthatweredamaged

andthatcanleadtodehydration,

malnutrition,andweightloss,withouttreatmentthis

couldleadtoherdeath,butshesurvivedthegun

shot,she'sstillunconsciousfornow,Itrustthatyou

willbeabletotakecareofherwhen

shegetsdischargedwithpropertreatmentshe'llget

betterwithtime"

Isighoutloudrelivedtohearthatmy



motherisstillalive,Ican'tbelieveit,

Iholdmychesttryingtocontrolmy

breathing,GodknowsIwasholdingmy

breathandIwould'vediedrightonthe

spothadthedoctorgaveusopposite

news.

DrSingh:"I'llleaveyoualltotalktoher"

Heleavestheroomleavinguswith

sleepingmom

Istandbesideherbedandholdher

hand

Me:"momma?I'msosorrymomma,I'msosorry"

Noahwalksuptoher,heholdsherhand

andkissesherforehead

Noah:"youastrongwomanmom,don'tworry,the

peoplewhodidthistoyou,they'llpay"

Helooksatmewithshotredeyesthen



looksatdad,hewalksoutwithoutsayinganything

tous.Ilookatdad

whodoesn'tseembothered

Hetakesachairandsitsbesidemom

hecovershisfacetryingtofightback

histears,henevercries,wellatleastI've

neverseenhimcry

Me:"Ihopeyouhappy,thisiswhathatred

hasmadeyoudo"

Dad:"look,Iwasn'tthinkingstraight,I'msorryfor

tryingtokillyou..."

Ilookathimamused,he'ssorry?

Dad:"IguessIhadnoothercomebacktogetbackat

youthangettingridofyou

butthatwaswrongofme,asmuchas

youbetrayedme,youarestillmyson,

andIshould'vethoughtbeforetakingaction,now

myactionsalmostcostme



mywife'slife,whichmademerealizethat,I

would'veregretitmywholelife

hadIbeensuccessfulinkillingyou.

There'ssomethingyoukidsdon'tunderstand,as

muchasI'mhardon

you,Istillloveyou,IknowIhardlyshowitbutIdo"

Me:"mxmbullshitbongani,yourwords

meannothingtomeanymore,fromthis

dayonwards,youaredeadtomeasmy

father,youarenowjustanyotherman.

Myfatherdiedtheminuteheshotmy

mother,hewasgonebeforethat,buthe'sdefinitely

deadnow"

Ilookatmom

Me:"I'llseeyoulatermom"

Ikissherforeheadandheadoutanddrivebackto

Amahle'sapartment

*******



"Mahle?"

Ibrushherarm

"Babe,areyouup?"

Sheturnstolookatme,shequicklygetsupwhen

shenoticesme

Mahle:"Babe!"

Sheattacksmewithahug

Mahle:"youback,areyouokay?"

Shetouchesmeallovermyface

Herworrymakesmyheartwarm,Istill

can'tgetusedtoherbeauty,theinnocenceinher

eyesandthecalmofhervoice.

Me:"I'mfinebaby,Ijustcamefromthe

hospital"

Shecovershermouth

Mahle:"hhow'syourmother?Issheokay?"

Me:"she'llbefine,therewasafewdamagesbut

she'llbealright"



Shesighsrelieved

Mahle:"Iffellasleepprayingthatshemakesit,I'm

ssogladshshe'sokay"

Me:"I'msosorryforbringingallofthis

intoyourlife,youreallydon'tneedthis

kindofdrama"

Mahle:"hey,weacouple,andcouplesgothrough

drama,aslongasweloveeach

other,nothingcanevercomebetweenus"

Shemovesherfacecloserclosingthegapbetween

usandkissesmylips,Ikissherbackdeepeningthe

kissasIsneakmytongueinherwarmmouth

sheplaysalongtwirlingourtongues

together.

sheslidesherhandinmypantsrubbing

mypenis.

Shetakescontrolofthekissmakingme

liedownonmyback,Ibreakoutofthe



kissforabit

Me:"babe?"

Mahle:"ssshhhh"

Shecapturesmylipsonceagainshe

leavesmebreathlessasshetrailsher

lipsdownmybodyuntilshe'sinbetweenmylegs

shetakesoutmydickandputsitinhermouth.

Itriedtomove,butitfeltasifmybodyweretied

downbyinvisiblethreads.

Hertouchmakesmeweakasfuck

Ifeltmyselfgrowingbigandhardinsidehermouth.

Hertonguewaslongandsoftandseemedtowrap

itselfaroundme.

JustasIwasabouttocome,shesuddenlymoves

awayandbegins

slowlytoundressme.

Shetakesoffmyjacket,mypants,myshirt,my

underwear,andmademeliedownonthebed.



ThisisanothersideI'veneverseenof

her,herdominanceissexyanditturns

meon.

Herownclothesshekepton,though.Shesatonthe

bed,tookmyhand,andbroughtitunderher

nightdress.

Shewasnotwearingpanties.

Me(whispers):"fuck"

Myhandfeltthewarmthofhervagina.Itwaswarm,

andverywet.

SheflinchedasItriedtoslipmymiddle

fingerup,herpussyholeisverytight,

Ifinallymanagetoputitin

Shemoansinpain,she'sstillnotused

tomyfinger,Iwonderhowshe'llbe

abletotakeinmydick.It'sgoingto

beverypainfulforher.

It'stimeItookoversoImountedher



andIrubmyselfbetweenherpussylips

andteaseherforawhile

Mahle:"putitinbabe"

Me:"yousureaboutthis?"

Mahle:"yessI'msure"

Herconfirmationwasenoughfor

metomakemywayinside

Shescreamsinpain

Me:"I'msosorrybaby,it'llgetbetter,Ipromise"

Istartmovinginandout

Afterawhileherscreamsturnedto

moans,eventhoughherforeheadwas

crissedinpain.

Ikissherlipstodistractherfromthinkingmuch

aboutthepain

HervaginafeelswarmandI'mstartingtolose



controlasIfeeltheurgetoburymyselfdeepinside

her,takeawayallherinnocenceIwanttofuckher

sohardthatshenevergetsoverme.Iwantto

corrupthercompletelyandutterly.Evenatthe

heightofpassionIknowit’sselfish,butIcan’thelp

myself.Herbodyismine.

Ipushmyselfindeepersheachesher

backIbringmyfaceclosertoherskissingherears.

Me:"doyouwantmetofuckyouhard?"

Iask,notreallyaquestion

"Yeah"

Shemanagesinbetweenhermoans

Me:"begme"

"Please"shebarelymanagestosay

"Inneedyou,toffuuckme"

Shewhispers

Istartfuckingherharder,butItrytobe

gentleatthesametime,Iincreasethe



pace,Islowitdown,Iincreaseagain

thenslowitdown

Hermoansfillthewholeroom

Myerectiongrewlargerandharder

IfeltIwasabouttoburstwideopen.

Itwasthestrangestsensation,somethingthatwent

beyondsimplesexualpleasure.Itfeltasif

somethinginsideher,somethingspecialinsideher,

wereslowlyworkingitswaythroughmyorganinto

me

Ifeelherjuicesslidedownmydick

asshereleases,Ialsocan'tholditin

anylonger,Ipulloutandcumonhertummy.Shit,I

knewshewasbeautiful

outsideandinside,Ididn'tthinkshe'd

bethisgood,mydickhasneverbeen

thishard,ever.

Iturnhertosleeponmychestaswe



trytocatchourbreathe

Me:"babe"

Mahle(breathlessly):"mmh?"

Me:"please,bemine,forever"

Mahle:"I'myours,forever,Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

.

.

.

.

Laterthatday

Noah.

.

.

.

Me:"I'mgoingtokillthemNessa,they

shotmymother,MyMother!Theoneandonly



personinthisworldIlove,theythinktheycanjust

getawaywithit!?Theymight'vefooledthelaw,but

I'mnofool,firstitwassleepingbehindmyback,

thenontopofthatgetherpregnant,thentheymake

mebelieve

it'smine!?"

Nessa:"yourfatheralsoknows?"

Me:"hedoes,Isawtheguiltontheir

facesthefirstdayIannouncedlulama's

pregnancy,hedefinitelyknows,hehas

awayofknowingeverything.Theythink

I'mafool?They'vereallypushedme

now,theygoingtoseewhatI'mmadeof!"

Iscream,releasingtheangerinsideof

me,it'ssopowerfulthatitmakesmy

headreallypainful.

Itakeanythinginfrontofmeandstart

breakingit



Nessa:"you'llgetyourrevengebaby,you

shouldkillthemallonebyone"

Ilookather

Me:"afterI'vemadetheirlivesalivinghell,thenI'll

killthemhappilytogo

burninhellwheretheybelong"

Nessa:"comesitdownmylove,tellme

everythingyouhaveplannedforthem?"

Isitonthebedandholdmypounding

head,IpullmyhairasIscreamout

inpain

Me(palpitations):"I'm...going

....tokillthem!!"

Nessa:"andputtheirbodiesinplasticbags!"

Me:"andputtheirbodiesinplasticbags!"

Nessa:"thenyougoingtodigaholeforthemdeep

inthebushes"



Me:"deepinthebushes,I'llburythem"

Nessa:"makesureyoustabthatbitchyoucalla

wife,stabhertwentytimes

throughherchest"

Me:"I'llstabhertwentytimes,I'llkillthatbitch"

Nessa(laughs):"YesBaby!Iloveitwhen

youtalklikethis,suchaturnon"

Shepushesmeonthebed

"(Whispers)likehowyoukilledme"

Ilookather

Me:"what?"

Nessa:"Iwantyoutoplaywithme"

Shegrindsherselfonmydick

Me:"letmegogetmypillsfirst

Nessa:"No,youshouldstoptakingthosepills"

Me:"myheadache"

Nessa:"sshhhh,justkissme"



IflipheroverasItakeoverherbody

andwefucklikecrazy.

Me:"Iloveyousomuch"

Nessa:"andI'mobsessedwithyou"

Me:"please,don'teverleaveme,I'mnothingwithout

you"

Nessa(whispers):"youstuckwithme...forever"

.

.

.

.

*******

"Icallherthedevilcauseshemakesmewannasin,

andeverytimesheknocksIcan'thelpbutletherin"

(unknown)

*********

Tobecontinued
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"It'sagirl"

Me(gasps):"aawwreally?"

Doctor:"yesit'sdefinitelyagirl"

IlookatNoahbesideme,hehasasmile

plasteredonhisface

Me:"didyouhearthatbaby?Wehavinga

girl"

Noah:"youknowIthoughtIwasgoingto

bedisappointedifIfoundthatwewere

goingtohaveagirl,butI'mnot,I'mstill

justsoexcited,she'sgoingtobemy

littleprincess"

Me:"ourlittleprincessbabe"

Weshareapeckasthedoctorwipesthe

gelonmytummy

Noah:"thanksforthevisitbabe,Iwouldtakeyoufor

lunchbutIhavetogetback



towork"

Me:"awwokay,then,butcanwepassbyyouroffice

beforeIgo"

Hehelpsmeup

Noah:"thankyoudoctor,we'llbeonourwaynow"

Doctor:"alright,pleasedon'tforgettotakethose

vitamins"

Me:"Iwon't,thanks"

Wewalkout

Noah:"whatdoyouwantinmyoffice?"

Me:"Iwanttogiveyoualittlelunchsnack"

Igrabhisdickhequicklyremovesmy

handashelooksaround

Noah:"babe,weinpublic"

Me:"let'sgotoyourofficethen"

Hetakesmyhandandweheadtohis

office,theminuteIturnfromclosing



thedoor,hislipswerealreadyonmine.

Hepickedmeupandplacedmeon

histable,hishandslippeddownto

mypussyrubbingitasIunzippedhispants.He

movedmefromthetable

andmademeturnmybackonhim

Herubshisdickonmypussy

There'saquickknockatthedooras

thepersonlet'sthemselvesin

Her:"DrNhlabathi,I.....

Shelooksupatus

Her:"ohmyGod,II.....

Shequicklymakesherwayout

IlookbackatNoahwhoisfixinghimself

Noah:"Ihavetogetbacktowork,youneedtoleave"

Me:"comeon,I'lllockthedoor"

Noah:"No!Leave"



Hescoldsme

Ifixmyself

Heheadstowardsthedoorandopensit

Noah:"Amahle,please,comein"

Shemakesherwayin.Ifrozeasmyeyesmethers,

thisisimpossible,isit?

Me:"you?"

Her:"I'mssorryddoIknowyou?"

IlookatNoahwhohasanamusedsmirkonhis

face.

Noah:"Amahle,meetLulamamywife,lulamameet

Amahle,mybrother'sfuturewife"

Sothisisthegirlhe'ssoinlovewith.

NowIseewhy

Me:"babe,I'llseeyoulater"

Iheadoutofthehospitalanddrivestraighttomy

parentshouse

.



.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Mysuspicionshavejustbeenconfirmed

thesetwohavetoberelatedsomehow

theylookalike,notexactlyidenticalbut

theyshareafewsimilarfeatures.

Theirbeautifuldarkskintobeginwith.

Me:"I'msorryyouhadtoseethat"

Amahle:"it'sokay,IIshouldn'thhave

justbudgedin"

Me:"please,ifit'snotlockedfeelfree

tobudgein,Ipromise,youwon'tsee



anythinglikethatagain"

Shenods

Me:"takeaseat"

Shesitsonthechairoppositeme

Me:"doyouknowher?"

Amahle:"who?"

Me:"lulama,theoneIjustintroducedyouto?She

alsoattendsatwits"

Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"noIdon't"

Me:"didyounoticesomethingabouther?"

Amahle:"No,wasIsupposedto?"

Me:"no,sowhatisitthatyouwantedtotellme?"

Amahle:"oh,yeah"

Sheputsthex-raysheetonmydesk

Amahle:"Igotourpatient'sx-raysheet

ofthechest,andInoticedsomething"



Shepointsatabone

Amahle:"ifyoulookcarefully,itlookslikeitcracked,

cause.....

Sheputsanotherx-raysheet

Amahle:"thisishowthenormalboneissupposedto

looklike"

Me:"youright,I'llcallhertomorrowtolet

himknow,thenwe'lllookifitneedssurgeryor

treatment"

Shenods

Me:"welldone,ittakesalotofobservationtonotice

such"

Amahle:"Itry"

Shelooksupatmecatchingmygaze,shelooks

backatthedesk

Me:"youjoiningmefornightshifttonight?"

Herfacelitsupashereyeslandonmine

Amahle:"hhowmanysurgeries?"



Me:"Igotthreetonight,soit'sgoingtobealooong

night"

Amahle:"okay,I'llalertLulowhileit'sstillearly"

Me:"please,dothat"

Shegetsup,myeyeslandonherassasshewalks

outthedoor.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Imakemywayinside,Ifindthehelpercleaning

Me:"where'sdad?"

Her:"goodafternoonmam"

Me:"yehyehwhatever,where'sdad?"



Her:"he'sinhisoffice"

Iheadtotheoffice,Ifindhimbusyinhislaptop

Me:"Daddy?"

Helooksupatme

Dad:"ofitisn'tmyfavoritedaughter,howareyoumy

princess"

Me:"istheresomethingyou'dliketotellme?"

Dad:"whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"doIhaveasister?"

Helooksatmeconfused

Dad:"notthatIknowof?Whereisthiscoming

from?"

Me:"don'tlietomedad,tellmethetruth"

Dad:"Iseriouslyhavenoideawhatyoutalking

about"

Me:fine,where'smom?"

Dad:"she'supstairs,sweetieareyouokay?"

Me:"I'llgotalktoher"



Iheadoutmakemywayupstairs

Ifindmomfoldingclothesandarranginghercloset

Me:"mom?"

Mom:"heybabygirl,howyoudoing?How'sthe

pregnancy?"

Me:"I'mfine,thepregnancyisfine"

Isitinthebed

Mom:"doyouknowthegenderyet?"

Me:"it'sagirl"

Shesmilesandcomestositnexttome

Sheholdsmytummy

Mom:"Ican'twaittomeether,isittwins?orjustone

baby?"

Me:"it'snottwins"

Mom:"ohokay"

Me:"why?youwantedtwins?"

Mom:"No"



Shegetsupandcarriesonwithher

closet

Me:"didyouhavetwins?"

Shelooksatmewithherforeheadcrissed

Mom:"doyouseeanytwinsinthishouse?'

Me:"No,buttodayIsawsomeone,shelookedlike

me,maybeshe'smydoppelganger"

Mom:"yousawsomeonethatlookslikeyou?"

Me:"yeah,butI'msureIwasjustimaginingthings"

Mom:"what'shername?"

Me:"uhm..A..Ama..hleIthink,somethinglikethat"

Mom:"Amahle?Wheredidyouseeher?"

Me:"atthehospital,apparentlyshe'salsoLowell's

girlfriend"

Mom:"ohh,okay"

Me:"doyouhavekidsoutsideyourmarriagethatwe

don'tknowaboutmom?"

Iholdmyburningcheekasshejust



slappedmeacrosstheface

Mom:"howdareyousaythat?Youstupidgirl,why

wouldIhavekidsoutsidemy

marriage,youcometomyhouseto

disrespectme!?"

Me(teary):"I'msorrymom,Ididn'tmean

todisrespectyou"

Mom:"I'msosorry"

Shepullsmeintoahug

Mom:"I'msosorry,Ididn'tmeantoslapyou"

Me:"it'sokay"

Mom:"Iwouldneverkeepsuchfromyou,youare

myonlydaughter,Iloveyou,okay?"

Me:"Iloveyoutoomom"

.

.

.



.

Thulile

.

.

.

I'mwokenupbywetkissesallover

myface

Muzi:"sthandwasam,vuka"

(Wakeupmylove)

Me:"sengivukile"

(I'mawake)

Muzi:"ngisayaemsebenzini,celauzisizenanoma

yinioyifunayo,ngizokubona

ntambama"

(I'mofftowork,pleasehelpyourselfwithanything

youwant,I'llseeyoulater)

Me:"sisandakufikanjelaegolisoyangishiya?"



(WejustgottoJohannesburgandyoualready

leavingmealone)

Muzi:"kumelengiyosebenza,ucabangaukuthi

sizoqubekakanjaniukuhlalakulomuziomngaka

umaunganhivumelingiyosebenza?"

(Ihavetogotowork,howdoyouthinkwewill

affordtostayinthisbighouse,ifyoudon'tletme

gotowork)

Me(sighs):"okayke,byebye"

Hepecksmylipsandmakeshiswayout

theroom,Ifollowbehindhimuntil

he'soutthehouse.

assoonashiscardrivesoff,Irunaroundthehouse

inexcitement.

Ididn'tknowthekinghadahousehereinJoburg,

that'swhyhe'sneveratthe

villageallthetime.There'sevenaswimmingpool.

Heboughtmoma

housearoundtheneighborhood.



Shewassoexcitedwhenhesurprised

heraweekago.Wefinallylivingthe

lifewesacrificedsomuchfor.

I'mthreemonthspregnantanditkinda

hurtsmethatIwon'tbeabletoraise

mybaby,I'vegottenattachedtoit,that

wasmybiggestmistake.

Iheadtothekitchenandmakemyself

abigbreakfast,Ifryeverythingfromeggstobacon,

Ialsomakepotatochips

andsausages.

Thisisthelife,thestoveisabitcomplicatedtouse

butI'mgettingthe

hangofit.

Isitonthecouchandenjoymyfood

whilewatchingTV.

IstuffmyselfuntilI'mtoofulltomoveamuscleasI

liedownonthecouch



watchingtherepeatofgenerations.

Ifeelmyselfdrowsingoff.

Me:"mmh"

AmoanescapesmymouthasIfeel

paininmytummy

Me:"aahhhh!"

Thepaingetsevenworse

ItrytogetupbutIcan'tmove

Ifeeltheurgetopushaspaintakesover

mybody,Iscreaminpainwithmyeyes

closedasIpush,IthinkI'mgoingto

poopmyself.

"Segifikile!Ngizothathaokwami,ahahahahaha,

usefikileuSaqwithiomkhulu!!"

(I'vearrived!Icametotakewhat'smine,

Hahahahaha,themightySaqwithihasarrived!)

Iscreammylungsoutasshesticksher



hangsinmyvaginaandripsthebaby

fromme

Iletoutanexcruciatingscream,Inever

feltsomuchpaininmylife.

Iopenmyeyesandshehasdisappeared

ThepaindrainsmyenergyasIfeelmy

headgettingdizzyandthelightwentoff

*****

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Me:"I'llcallyouwhenIgethome"



"Okaybabe,besafe"

Me:"please,Iddon'twannaccomeback

towhatIcamebacktolasttime"

Helaughs

"Don'tworrybabe,I'matmyapartment,Ipromise,

that'llneverhappenagain"

Me:"yyoucan'tbbesure"

"Don'tworrymylove,I'llseeyouwhenIseeyou,by

theway,I'llonlyseeyou

aftertwoweeks"

Me:"what?Why?"

"I'mgoinginabusinesstripbabe,I'llcomesaymy

propergoodbyetomorrow

though"

Me:"Nooo,Idon'twantyoutogo"

"Ihavetobabe,itwasanambush,Ididn'texpectit,

I'mleavingtomorrownight"

Me:"tomorrow?Thenhhowareyyougoingtosay



bye?I'llhaveclassestomorrow"

"Eish,I'msorrylove,I'llvideocallyou"

Me(sighs):"okaythen,bye"

"Byebaby"

Me:"Iloveyou"

...

Me:"hello?"

Ilookatthephone,hehanguponme.

Idon'tknowifit'smeorhe'sbeenacting

strangesinceigavehimmyvirginity.

Hehardlycallsorvisits,hisworkhas

becomehisnumberonepriority,Iguess

Iunderstandwiththehigherposition

comesalotmoreresponsibilitiesand

heistryingtoproveapointtohisfather,

hehasalotofpressureonhim,hehas

toproveeveryonewho'sbeenlooking



downathimwrong.

"Indy?"

Ilookbackattheentrance

Me:"oh,hey"

Noah:"whatyoudoingouthere"

I'msittingbythestairsoutsideinfront

ofthehospital

Me:"oh,Ijustccametogetsomefreshair"

Noah:"Isee"

Me:"hasnightshiftstarted?"

Noah:"no,notyet"

Hesitsnexttome,Iturnmyheadto

lookathim

Noah:"that'sabeautifulsunsetoverthere"

Ilookatthesky,it'sbeautiful

thesuncastitsgoldenraysdownupontheclouds

ofbillowingsmoke,turningthembrightred



Noah:"DoyouseethosecoloursIndy?”

Heasksinhismostcomfortingvoice

Me:"yeah"

Noah:"Theyaresymbols,eachshowingyouthe

goodtomorrowcouldbring”

Ismileaswewatchthesungodown

Me:"thisisthemostbeautifulgiftfrom

nature"

Noah:"indeed"

Ifoldandrubmyarmsasthecold

breezeblowssoftlyonmyskin.

Ifeelwarmthoverme,Ilookatmyself

andI'mcoveredinawhitecoat.

Ilookathim

Noah:"youlookedcold"

Me:"ththankyou"

Hewrapshisarmsaroundme,making



meleanagainsthiswarmbody,Ifeel

myselfgettingwarmerreallyquick

Hishandgentlyrubbingmyarmthathas

goosebumps.

Noah:"youfeelingwarmer?"

Icouldfeeltheinsideofmystomachbeingtickled

Me:"yeah"

Myvoicebetraysmeasitcomesoutasawhisper

Igetuponmyfeetbeforemybodybetraysmeany

further.Itshouldn't

bereactingthisway.

Me:"uhm,weshshouldgettoworkNoah,getup"

Noah:"okay,helpmeup"

Itakehishandandpullhimup

Weheadinsideandgettoattending

topatients,heendeduplendingme

hiscoatashechangedintohisnavy



scrubs.

Tonightisaverybusynight,itwasambulanceafter

ambulance,with

peoplebeingrushedtothehospital

Me:"what'sgoingon?"

Noah:"apparently,therewasabigaccidentinthe

highway,twotraveling

bussesandafewcars"

Me:"ohno,thisisbad"

Noah:"ithappens,Braceyourselfsweetheart,it's

goingtobealongnight"

*******

.

.

.

Noah

.

.



.

Itsnowtheearlyhoursofthemorning

andallpatientshavebeenattendedto

Me:"let'sgo,we'vedonealottoday"

Amahle:"I'msotired"

Me:"thatmakesthebothofus"

Weheadtomycar,Idriveherto

herapartment

"Lwandle!Watchout!"

Iduckthecar

Me:"I'msorry,Ididn'trealizeIwentoff

track"

Amahle:"youaresleepy,weaalmosttherettryto

sstayawake"

Wegettoherapartment

Me:"okayhaveagreatday"

Amahle:"youcan'tdrivelikethis,whwhatifyouhita



carforrealthistime?"

Me:"I'llbefineIndy,don'tworryaboutme"

Amahle:"Iwon'tforgivemyself,ifyou

getinacaraccident,please,yyoucan

leavelaterduringtheday,youcansleep

onthecouch"

Me:"youmeanthat?"

Amahle:"yes,Ican'tletmmybbrother

inlawdriveinthiscondition,youare

tired,youreyeswerehardlyopen,ppleasecomein"

Me:"okaythen,ifyouinsist"

Ilockthecarasweheadinsidethehouse.

Amahle:"please,makeyourselfcomfortable,I'llbe

rightback,Ihavetogochange"

Shelooksatme

Amahle:"uhm,Idon'tknowif,Ishouldborrowyou

Lulonke'sPJs?"



Iburstintolaughter

Me:"nothanks,Idon'tsleepinpjs,Iprefersleeping

inmyboxers,butthank

you"

Amahle(chuckles):"okaythen"

Shedisappearstothepassage

Iheadtothebathroomwhichisalong

thepassage,Itakeoffallmyclothing

andtakeashower.

Igetoutsoakingwet,shit,Idon't

haveatowel,whatkindofbathroom

wheretheydon'tkeepasingletowel

"Lwandle??"

Ihearhercallmynamefromadistance

Me:"inhere"

Shebudgesin,herjawdrops,shockedtoseeme

naked



Amahle:"I..the...thedoor...it..itwasopen..I'm

ssssorry"

Me:"it'sokay,canyoupleasegetmeatowelplease"

Hereyesmovefrommydicktomyeyes

Amahle:"I'msorry!"

Sherunsout

"OhmyGoshwhatiswrongwithme?"

Shedisciplinesherself

Ifindmyselfsmilingwhilebitingmy

lip

Shegetsinwithhereyesclosedstretchingherarm

tomeformeto

takethetowelinherhand

ImoveclosertoheruntilI'mreallyclose

Amahle:"hello?Lwandle?hhere'syour

towel"

Me(whispers):"thankssweetheart"



Shestartlesasshenoticeshowclose

Iam

Itouchherarmallthewaydowntoherhandwhere

Itakethetowel,shestillhashereyesclosed

Imovemyfaceclosertohersuntilwe

breathingagainsteachother,Ilike

howshe'snotmovingaway

Me(lowtone):"thanksforthetowelsweetheart"

Amahle:"oh..uhm..right"

Sheturnsandwalksaway

Ilaughtomyself

Iwipemyselfbeforewearingmyboxersthenwrap

thetowelaroundmylowerbody.

Itakemyclothesandheadtothelounge

Ifoldmyclothesneatlyputtingthemon

theothercouch

"Imadeyousomethingtoeat"



Sheplacedtheplateonthetable

Amahle:"Ihhopeyyouhungry"

Me:"Iam,youcookedthisnow?"

Shelaughssittingonthecouch

Amahle:"No,Icookedbeforeattendingclasses

today,ohImeanyesterday"

Itaketheplateanddigin

Ilookather

Me:"delicious"

Amahle:"thanks"

(Silence)

Me:"tellmeaboutyourselfAmahle,whereareyou

from?"

Shesighs

Amahle:"Iddon'tlikettalkingaboutthat"

Me:"mmhIsee,Idon'tliketalkingabout

myselfeither,I'msureitbecauseyou



feellikenoonewillunderstandyouright?

Sometimeswekeepalottoourselvesbecausewe

it'sdifficulttofindpeoplewhounderstand"

Shenods

Amahle:"myupbringing,isnotllikeothers"

Me:"Iunderstand,butyoumustmiss

home,evenifit'salittlebit?"

Shelooksintomyeyesforawhile

Amahle:"Idon't,Imissmydad,buthe

passedaway"

Iputmyplatedown

Me:"oh,I'msorrytohearthat,whathappened?"

Amahle:"hhheusedttoworkinthemine,theground

swallowedhim"

Me:"damn,that'stragic,I'msorryforyourloss,he

leftyouwithyourmotheronly?"

Amahle:"No,Ihavetwooldersisters,theytwins,and

mom"



Me:"whenlastyouvisited?I'msuretheyworried

sickaboutyou,Imeanthey'veprobablybeen

lookingalloverforyou"

Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"theyddon'tcare"

Me:"whatdoyoumean,theyyourfamily,ofcause

theycare"

Amahle:"youwwon'tggetit,I'msurethey

arereallyhappyIdisappeared,they

don'tmissme"

Shewipeshercheek,thehurtinhereyeswhen

speakingaboutherfamily'sworriesme.Idon't

knowmuchaboutherbackground,Ionlyknew

she'sfromKZNinzululand

Imoveclosertoher

Me:"don'tcry,theycan'tpossiblybehappy,theyare

sufferingwithoutyou

somehow"

Sheshakesherhead



Amahle:"theymademylifealivinghell,Iwasan

outsider,Iwasahomelessstreetkidinmyown

home"

Myheartclenchesinpainseeingherbreakingdown,

Ipullherintomy

embracelayingheronmynakedchest

Me:"I'msorry,Ishould'velistenedwhenyousaid

youdon'twannatalkaboutit"

Shesniffscryingsilently,nowIfeelbad,

Idon'tknowhowtomakeherfeelbetter

Iliftherheadtolookatme

Me:"please,stopcrying"

Iwipehertearsasmyeyessearchintohers,allI

seeispainandpassioninher

shineybrowneyes.Somuchpain.

Iclosemyeyesasmylipsbrushonhers

IpartherlipswithmineasIfindmyself

enjoyinghersweetlips,Ipushheronthecouch



gettingbetweenherlegs,her

coldhandsrunningthroughmynaked

backsendingsensitiveshiversdown

myspins,Ibrushthesideofhersoftskinasher

nightdresshasmovedup

exposingherperkybreasts

Shemanagestopullaway

Amahle:"No!"

Shepushesmeoff,Igetoffher

Me:"I'msorry"

Amahle(crying):"No,thisiswrong...ohmygosh,

(whispers)whathaveIdone?"

Sherunstoherbedroomleavingme

heatedandmybodyyearningformore

.

.

.



.

.

*******

"Wetrytohideourfeelings,butweforgetthatour

eyesspeak"

*******

Tobecontinued
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Istretchmyselfalloverthebedbefore

openingmyeyesandsittingup.

Thefirstthingthatcomestomindis

tocheckonLulonkesoItakemyphone

andcallhim.

"Sthandwasam"

Me:"babe,Iwwwokeuplateaaandmissedtheonly

classIhhadtoday,socanyoucomeover,bbefore

youleave?"

"Eish,baby,ifIknewearlier,Idecidedto

leaveinthemorningsinceyousaidyou

hadclassesandIwon'tbeabletosee

you"

Myheartsinksindisappointment

Me:"oh"



"I'msosorrybabe,IpromiseI'llmake

ituptoyouwhenIgetback"

Me:"Lulo?"

"Yesbabe"

Me:"doyoustillloveme?"

"Morethananythingbabe"

Me:"Imissyou,IfffeellikeIhhhaven't

beenseeingmuchofyoulately,yyou

alwaysoccupiedwithwork"

"Iknowsthandwasam,Ididn'tthink

beingCEOwouldbethisdemanding

Imissyoutoosomuchbaby,just

waitformetocomeback,you'llsee

howmuchIreallyloveandmissyou"

Me:"okaythen,Iloveyou"

"Uthandwayimbabe"

(Youarelovedbyme)



Ihangupandstareathisnumberforawhilebefore

gettingupandheadingto

thebathroom,thisapartmentonlyhas

onebathroomalongthepassage,unlike

Lowell'shousewherehehasanensuite

bathroom.

Ipulldownmypantiesbeforesitting

downandtakingalongleak

Iwashmyfaceandhandsbeforeheadingtothe

kitchen,Iopenthe

fridgetolookforsomethingIcaneat.

Ihearsoftsnorescomingfromthe

loungesoIwalktowardsthem.

Ican'tbelievehe'sstillhere,Ithought

hewould'velongleft.

Ikneeldownnexttothecouchandshakehim

gently

Me:"Lwandle?"



Hegroansasheturnstofacetheother

way

Ishouldprobablyleavehimtosleep,he's

stilltiredfromyesterday,yesterday's

chaosatthehospitaldrainedusall.

Ilookathimandthekissreplaysinmy

mindlikeabrokenrecordstuckonone

scene,Ishouldn'thavekissedhimback

IthinkI'vebecometoocomfortablearoundhim,

sincewe'vebeenworking

togetherwebecamemorelikefriends

thancoworkers,wemakeagreatteam

everytimeheexplainssomethingno

matterhowcomplicatedtheymakeit

seeminschool,he'llexplainitonceand

I'dinstantlyunderstandhim,he'shelped

mewithmostofmyassignments,he's



alwaysjokingaroundandprankingpeople.Theguilt

islikegasolineinmygutswhenIthinkabouthow

I'veruinedeverything,Iwon'tbeabletolookathim

thesamewayanymore.I'vebetrayed

Lowellandifheeverfindsout,he'llnever

forgivemeandIknowallhellwillbreak

lose,Idon'twanttocomebetweentwo

brothers.Icouldquitworkingatthe

hospitalbutthat'llcostmemyscholarship,Ican't

risklosingit,Icould

loseitallbutIcan'tlosemydreams.

I'mbusymakingbreakfastorisitlunchforusinthe

kitchen,asmuchasIwanthimoutofthehouse,I

can'tberudeaboutit,atleastofferhimfoodfirst.

"Goodmorning"

Ilookupathimattheothersideofthekitchen

counter,heissittingonthebarstool



Me:"youmeangoodafternoon?"

Hefrownthenrubshissleepyeyes

Noah:"whattimeisit?"

Me:"it'swaypasttwelveintheafternoon"

Noah:"damn,I'msotired"

Me:"samehere"

Noah:"whatareyoumakingthere?Smellsgood"

Me:"justsomegreasybreakfast"

Noah:"youmeanbrunch?"

Me:"brunch?"

Noah:"acombinationofbreakfastandlunch"

Me(laughs):"yes,Igguessyoucansaythat"

Hecomesaroundintothekitchen

Noah:"whatareyoumaking?I'mhungry"

Heaskswithhisheadhoveringovermyshoulder

Me:"uhm,sausages,mashrooms,eggs,Koobeans

anndbread"



Noah:"mmhhcan'twait"

Hisbodyistoocloseformetoconcentrateonwhat

I'mdoing

Noah:"youagoodcook"

He'sstandingbehindme

Me:"Itry"

Noah:"youanatural"

Hiswarmbreathfansthebabyhairs

nexttomyears,myeyesshutasI

feelthosechillsagain,hishandsnakes

aroundmywaisttomybelly,heslides

itupuntilundermybreast,hisbreathing

veryclosetomyear,aweirdsensation

occursinmyladyparts.

Isnapbacktorealityandpushhimawayusingmy

back,whichwasabadidea

asIfeelsomethinghardhitagainst



mybutt.

Imovemyweaklegsawayfromhim

Me:"please,we-wecccan'tdothis,it

wasamistakekkissingyou,itshouldn't

havehappened,aaandweshouldn'tbe

thisclosetoeachother,it'swrong,I

loveyourbrotherandhelovesmetoo,

youaremmarried,ppplease,let'srespect

eachother'sspace,Idon'twannaloseLowell"

Noah:"canIaskyousomething?"

Inodasmyfacewelcomesafrown

Noah:"didyoufeeleverythingIfelt?"

Me:"whwhatdoyoumean?"

Hemovesclosertomelockingme

againstthecounterleavingalittle

spacebetweenus

Noah:"didyoufeelknotsinyoutummywhenI



touchedyou?"

Hedrawsalinedownmyarmwithhis

fingermakingmystomachcrunch

Noah:"orslightchilldownyourspin?"

Hebringshisfacecloser,asIholdmy

breath

Noah:"ormaybeachangeintherhythmofyour

heartbeat"

Herestshishandonmyhip,mybreath

hitches

Noah:"didyoufeellikeyouwereslowlyrunningout

ofoxygen?"

Me:....

Noah:"tellmeyoudid,causeIfeltitall"

Me(whispers):"Noah...

Noah(whispers):"Amahle....

Hishandreachesthebackofmyneck



pullingmeclosertillourlipstouch

Itrytoprotestbuthislipsalready

captivatedmine

Ipushhimaway

Me:"youneedtoleave"

Noah:"Indy...

Me:"No,please,go"

Helooksintomyeyesforawhileand

sighsbeforeheadingouttothelounge

IexhaleasIbrushmyface

.

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.



.

"Nithikwenzenjanikwinganeyam?"

(Whathappenedtomychild?)

"Westilltryingtofigureitoutmam"

"Kwenzekalenikwingane?Ubekhulelwwe

lomuntu?"

(Whathappenedtothebaby,thiswoman

waspregnant)

Islowlyopenmyeyesastheywonder

aroundtheroomtakinginmysurroundings

Muzi:"nkosazane?"

Me:"kwe..kwenzakalani?...yindabangila?"

(What'sgoingon?WhyamIhere)

Ifeelmytummyandit'sflat

Me:"iphiinganeyam?"

(Where'smybaby?)

Muzi:"bathiodokotelabekungekhongane,akukho



okuvezayoukuthiubukhulelwe"

(Thedoctorssaytherewasnochild,there'sno

signsshowingthatyouwere

pregnant)

Me:"ini!?"

(What!?)

Mom:"uxolosisiodokotelanaboabakwazi

ukuyicaza"

(Sorrysis,eventhedoctorscan'texplain

whatitcouldbe)

IfeeltearswellupmyeyesasIburst

intoaloudcry

Me(crying):"mamaaa!!"

Sheholdsmeintoherarms

Mom:"mkhwenyanangicelausinikeithubakancane

nje"

(Soninlaw,pleasegiveusamomentalonefora

littlebit)



HegetsupleavingmomandIalone

Mom:"sshhhncecenganyamingiyazi

kubhlunguokwamanjekodwakuzidlula"(I'msorry

mychild,Iknowit'spainful

fornow,butthistooshallpass)

Me:"kanjalonjemah?Inganeyamuvele

wayithathakanjalonje?Kabuhlungukanje?"

(Justlikethatmom?Shetookmybabyjustlikethat?

Sopainfully?)

Mom:"nambengingaziukuthiuzoyithathakanjalo

nje,ushiloukuthiufunainhliziyokuphela,shuthi

akanandabanomzimbaebefunanje

inhliziyo"

(Ialsodidn'texpecthertotakeittobrutally,shedid

sayshewantedthe

heartonly,shedoesn'tcareaboutthe

body,sheonlywantedtheheart)

Me:"asozengazixolelangalokhumah



asoze!"

(I'llneverforgivemyselfforthismom,I'llnever)

.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Me:"whereisshe?"

Justin:"she'sinthebedroom,withdrawal

fromthedrugisnottreatingherwell"

Me:"letmegoseeher"

Heleadsmetoherbedroom

She'sonthebedcuddlingherteddybear

Iwalkclosertothebed



Me:"hey"

Sheturnstolookatme

Precious:"whatdoyouwant?Areyougoingtosell

metosomeoneelse?

PleaseI'msorry,Ididn'tmeantorunaway"

IlookatJustin

Me:"pleasegiveussomeprivacy"

Justin:"surethingboss"

Hemakeshiswayoutclosingthe

doorbehindhim

Isitontheedgeofthebed

Me:"I'mnotgoingtosellyou,Icame

tomakesurethatyouaresafe,Iwantyoutoget

better,soyoucanstart

yourlifealloveragain"

Precious:"whyareyouhelpingme?Doyouwantsex

fromme?"

Me:"No,ofcausenot,Idon'twantsexfromyou,



yourfriendAmahleistheone

doingthisforyou"

Precious:"Amahle?"

Inod

Precious:"she'sstillalive?"

Me:"yeah,she'saliveandshecan'twaittoseeyou"

Precious:"really?"

Me:"yes,that'swhyyouneedtogetbetter,I'mgoing

tobehereforaweek

tohelpyouandJustingetusedtothis

place,IusedtostudyheresoIknow

mywayaround,youwillleaveherefor

aboutayear,untilyouarefullyrecovered

togobackhome"

Precious:"butmybodyispainful,itneedsthedrugs,

Ican'tfunctionwithout

them"



Me:"you'llbefine,Ipromise"

Precious:"thankyouforhelpingme"

Me:"youwelcome"

Shegetsupandwrapsherarmsaround

myneck,Iholdherbackaroundherwaist,myeyes

landonherperfectly

roundasswhichisstickingoutasshe's

onlywearingapantyandanoversizedtee.

Shegetscomfortableinmyembrace,I

feelmypantsgettingtighteronme.

Ibreakawayfromthehugasistandonmytwofeet,

Iputmyarmsovermylowerareatohidemybulge

Me:"uhm,I'llcheckonyouagainlater"

Precious:"thanksonceagain"

Me:"youwelcome"

Iwalkouttheroom

IfindJustinchillinginthelounge



Me:"sheseemslikeshe'sinherrightmind"

Justin:"nottotally,she'sstillveryseductive,her

sexualhormonesare

overthepeek,Idon'tknowhowmanytimesshe's

triedtoseduceme"

Me:"Ihopeyouhaven'tbeenfuckingthegirlJustin"

Justin:"ofcausenot,she'snotinher

rightmind,I'llnevertakeadvantageof

her"

Me:"youbetternot,causeI'mwatching

you"

Justin:"don'tworryboss"

IclearmythroatasIsitonthecouch

Me:"areyouenjoyingthepenthouse?

Londonbeachviews?"

Justin:"verymuch,it'sbeautifulhere,sohowlong

willyoubeher"

Me:"oneweek,Ihaveabusinesstrip



toattendinAustralianextweek"

Justin:"ohokay,weshouldtakeawalk

downtothebeach,there'salotofsexy

hunsdownthere"

Me:"sexyhunshuh?"

Justin:"yeah,andIthinkthere'sabarsomewhere

close,wecouldhaveabitoffun,getdrunkget

babes"

Me:"gettingbeersandquenchingmythirstsounds

fun,asforthebabes,I

thinkI'llsavemyselfformybabewho's

waitingformebackhome"

Justin:"don'tworryman,relax,where'sthefun

Lowell,let'sgobeastmode,what

happensinLondon.....?"

Me(smiles):"staysinLondon,let'sgo,it'sbeena

longflight"

Wegetupandheadoutlockingpreciousin



.

.

.

Laterthatday

Noah

.

.

.

Me:"howcantheyjustdisappearfrom

thefaceofearth?"

Derek:"Idon'tknowboss,wecheckedallairports,

there'snorecordofthemleavingthecountry,so

theyhavetobearoundsouthAfricaorsomewhere

inAfrica"

Me:"Derek,it'sbeenamonth,howfuckenlongdoes

ittakeyoutofindsomeone?

WhatkindofPIsareyouhiringwithmy

money?"



Derek:"we'llfindthemboss,Ipromise"

Me:"IwantyoutokillthatfoolJustin

forbetrayingme,aftereverythingI've

doneforhimandhisfamily,Itook

himasmylittlebrother,what'sgoing

onwithlittlebrothersanyway!?Isit

betrayNoahseason?"

Derek:"IpersonallythinkJustinisnotcapableof

thisatall,Imeanwherewouldhegetthemoneyto

disappearlikethat?"

Me:"it'sabigworldoutthereDerek

Theycouldbeanywhere,hebetterpray

Ineverfindhim"

Derek:"he'llnevershowhisfaceinJoburgever

againifheknowswhat'sgoodforhim"

Isighandholdmyhead

Me:"Idon'tunderstandDerek,amIabadperson?"

Derek:"Idon'tthinkyouabadpersonboss,Ijust



thinkyouapowerfulmanwhodoesn'ttolerate

bullshit"

Me:"right?Imean,IbuythesegirlcauseI'msaving

them,Iwantthebestlifeforthem,Igivethemthe

freedomtheywant,Idon'tmistreatthem,whenthey

reacha

certainage,Iletthemgotoachievetheirgoals,why

doesanyonefeeltheneed

totakethemawayfromme?Iknow

itswrongthatIdrugthem,butIspend

alottosavethemfromthathorrible

place,Ishouldalsobenefitfromthem

bythemworkingformeforafewyears

Whycan'tanyoneseethegoodinthis?

It'snotlikeIkidnapgirlsfromanywhere,

Ionlytakethemawayfromthathorrible

placewheredadusedthemasdrugmulesandsex

slaves...I'mnotabadpersonamI?"



Derek:"youareagoodmanofstrong

characterboss,whatyoudoforthese

girlshereisamazing"

Me:"itis...itdamnis!sowhyarepeoplesodamn

ungrateful!"

Igetup

Me:"takecareofthis,fast"

Imakemywayoutanddrivehome

Itaketheflowersandthechocolates

fromthebackseatbeforemaking

mywayinside

Me:"heymomma"

Shemoveshereyesawayfromher

bookandlooksatme,shetakesoff

herreadingglassesandputsthem

ontopofthebed

Mom:"mybaby,howyoudoing?"



Iwalkuptoher

Me:"I'mokaymom,Iboughtthesefor

you"

Shetakestheflowersandsmellsthem

thentakesthechocolates

Mom:"myfavoriteflowersandchocolates,thank

youhoney"

Me:"onlyformyfavoritegirlintheworld"

Ikissherforehead

Me:"how'sitgoing?withtherecovery?"

Mom:"it'sgettingbetter,Icansitup

straightnow,andsoonI'llbeableto

eatmoresolidfood"

Me:"that'sgoodtohearmom,Ihope

youcaneatchocolate"

Mom:"ofcauseIcan"

Me(laughs):"ifyousayso"



Igoaroundtogetonthebedand

sleepnexttoher

Mom:"howhaveyoubeen?Iknowyouareverymad

atyourfatherandbrother

butpleasedon'tdoanythingdrastic"

Me(angrily):"theyhavetopayforwhattheydid

toyou"

Mom:"NoNoah,nooneispaying"

Me(calmly):"okaymom"

Shelooksatme

Mom:"Ihopeyoutakingyourtreatment

Lwandle"

Me:"argh,youknowVanessasaidit's

fineifIdon'ttakethem,andI'vebeen

feelingokayforamonthnow"

Mom:"Vanessa?"

Me:"yeah,she'sinKZN,shealwaysgives



megoodadvice,Idon'tknowwhyyou

neveracceptedher"

Mom:"honey?Don'tyourememberwhat

happened?"

Me:"Ido,youguysneveracceptedherwhenI

wantedtomarryher,nowIhave

tohideherandbewithherinsecret,pleasedon't

telldadaboutthis"

Tearsescapefromhereyes

Mom:"oh,honey,youneedtotakeyour

pills,please,don'tyourememberwhat

happenedtoVanessa?"

Me:"she'sinKZN,I'mtellingyou,I'vebeenmeeting

upwithher,Ivisither

almostallthetime"

Mom:"but...she'sdeadLwandle"

Ifeltangerriseinmelikeatidewelledupinhis

chest



Me:"Don'tsaythat!!"

Igetup

Me:"Iknowyouneverlovedher,butdon't

sayshitlikethat!!Shewasmywifefirst!!Andnow

becauseofyourhatred,shedoesn'twanttocome

backtoJoburg!"

Mom:"Son,calmdown,please"

Itrytocontrolmyincreasebreathing

Me:"I'mgoingtoleaveyounowmom,beforeIdo

somethingstupid,Idon't

wannaharmyou,youmakingmeveryangry"

Mom:"please,I'msorry,calmdown"

Ifeeltheurgetostrangleher,Ihold

mypainfulforeheadtightlyasIgroan

inagony

Ihurriedlymademywayoutbefore

Icouldactoutoftheburningangerinme.

.



.

.

Amahle

.

.

Idecidedtohavearelaxeddaytoday

asIdidn'tattendanyclassesandI'm

notgoingtobeworkingatthehospital.

IhelpedmyselfwithamovieonNetflix

andsomepopcorn,Idon'tknow

howmanytimesIfellasleeponthe

couchthenwokeupandrewindedthe

movieonlytofallasleepagain,Ithink

Iwatchedthesamemovieforfivehours

causeIwassotired.

Idon'tevenfeellikecookingtonight,I've

becomesousedtothisspoiltlifethat



I'mevenlazytocookonabeautiful

environmentlikethis.IblameLulo,

forteachingmetheeasyway,atfirst

Iwasreluctant,IfeltlikeifIdidn'tdo

anychoresaroundthehousehe'dcome

backandbeatthedaylightsoffme

buthe'sbeentreatingmelikeanegg

andI'vegrowntotrustthathe'dnever

puthishandsonme.

AsmilecrossesmyfaceasIthink

abouthim

Itakemyphoneandcallhim

(Ringing)

"Youhavereachthevoicemailof.....

Iswitchitoffandtryhimagainbut

thistimeitringsforafewsecondsanddeclines.

Maybehe'sbusywithworkstuff.Iloginto



WhatsAppandtexthim

(Me)"heybabe,Ihopeyouarrivedsafely

whereveryouare,allthebestwithbusiness,please

callmebeforeyousleep"20:00pm

ItshowstwogreyticksIwaitforawhile

Itexthimagain

(Me)"IloveyouandImissyoualready"20:20pm

Aknockcomesthroughmydoor

Igetupandwalktowardsthedoor

Me:"whoisit?"

"It'sme"

IopenthedoorandI'mmetbyblood

shoteyes

Hegetsinandstartspacing

Noah:"IsweartoGod,Ihavetheworst

familyintheworld!!I'veneverbothered

anyonemywholelife!Mywholelife!



I'velivednottroublinganyone!Butpeoplejustdon't

wanttoseeme

happy!Theydon'twanttobelieveIcanbenormal!!

Everyonewantstocontrolme!Theywannasteal

fromme!!Myownfamily,everythingI'vedonewas

forthem,buttheythesamepeoplewhowannadrag

medown!!They'veneveracceptedmeforwhoIam!!

Andthey'veneveracceptedanythingIlove!ButI'm

expectedtoaccepteveryone!!Whiletheycontrolme,

manipulateme,andbetrayme!!"

Heripshisshirtoffangrily,heis

heatedandseethinginanger

Me:"Lwandle...cccalmdownpplease"

Heflipsthetableintheloungecausing

ittorollover

Irunuptohim

Me:"Lwandle!!Calmdowndamit!!"

Ishoutathim,helooksatme,my

heartskipsabeatasIfearformylife



lookingintohismurderouseyes

Idon'tknowwhereIfindthegutsbutI

walkclosertohim

Noah:"don'ttakeanotherstepcloser,I'mgoingto

harmyou,Ishouldn'thavecomehere"

Me:"it'sokay,it'sonlyme"

Noah:"Isaiddon'ttakeanotherstepAmahle!"

Iholdhisarms

Me:"sshhhh"

Hekeepshiseyesfixedonme

Me:"takeadeepbreath"

Hebreathsinandout

Me:"slowly,breathin"

Hebreathsinandholdsit

Me:"nowbreathout"

Hebreathsout

Me:"again"



Herepeatsthebreathing

Me:"now,tellmewhat'sbotheringyou?"

Hebreaksdownintotears,Ipullhim

intoahugtryingtocalmhimdown

Me:"it'sokay"

Weslowlysitonthefloorasheholds

ontometightly

Me(whispers):"it'sokay,yousafehere"

WestaylikethatinsilenceasIrubhis

back.

.

.

.

.

*******

"Hispainwasdarkandredwashissoul,he's

everythingnoonecancontrol"



(Author)

********

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:31] :Insert33

•

•

•

•

•

Noah

•

•

•

•

Itrytomovebutthere'ssomethingheavyonme.I

openmyeyesand

findhersleepingpeacefullyontopof



me.Idon'tevenremembercominghere

lastnight,Iwonderwhathappenedand

howdidweendedupinthisposition,we

sleptonthefloorofthelounge.

NotthatI'mcomplaining,Idon'twish

forhertowakeup,Iwantustostaylike

thisforalittlelonger.Itrailmyfingeron

herbackdowntoherbuttdrawingcirclesonit,

she'swearingabumshort

pjshort,Icuphersoftsmoothbuttcheek.Sheturns

herheadtoface

theotherway,Ilikehowshe'sso

comfortableontopofme,withherhead

risingandfallingtothemovementof

mychest.

Ican'thelpbutstareathercuteresting

facewithherlipspouted.



Iwrapmyarmsaroundherandkissher

foreheadmultipletimes.

Shesighsmovingherheadabitbefore

slowlyopeninghereyes,shefreezesas

shelooksatmychestshetiltsherhead

uplookingatme

Me(smiling):"morning"

Shequicklysitsupstillontopofme

Amahle:"ohmygosh,Iccan'tbelievewe

fellasleephere"

She'ssittingrightonmyharddick

Me:"uhm...yeah...

agaspescapeshermouthasshegets

offme

Amahle:"hhhowyouffeeling?"

Isitupasweleanagainstthecouch

Me:"Ifeelfine,whathappenedlastnight?"



Shelooksatmeintheeyes

Amahle:"yyyoudon'tremember?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"notclearly,Irememberbringingmy

motherflowers,shesaidsomethingthatmademe

angrysoIjustlefther"

Amahle:"wellyouccameherefuming

withanger,yyouwerelikeanangry

dragon,spittingfireandwantingto

breakeverything,Ihadtoholdyou

allnightforyoutofinallycalmdown,I've

neverseenamansoragefuland

vulnerableatthesametime"

Me:"vulnerable?"

Amahle:"youwerecrying,itseemed

likeyouwerefeelingalotofpainin

yourheart"



Isigh,wellthisisembarrassing,she

sawmecrying,Iwonderwhatgotinto

me,IusuallyflytoVanessawhenIgetthatangry,

she'stheonlyonewhoknows

howtocalmme.

Me:"I'msorryyouhadtoseemelike

that,IhopeIdidn'thurtyou"

Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"nnno,youdidn't"

Me:"howdidyoumanagetocalmme?"

Shelooksatmeshylythenlooksaway

Me:"comeon,youcantellme"

Sheshakesherhead

Ilookatherhandonthefloor,Iplace

mineoverit,thenlookupathereyes

Me:"please"

Sheexhales



Amahle:"Ifirstinstructedyoutottake

deepbreaths,thatcalmedyoudown

forabit,ththenIaskedyoutotellme

whatwasbbotheringyou,that'swhen

youjustbrokedown,soIgaveyouahug

andyouheldmeback,wesatonthefloor,youtried

toexplainyourangertome,butthatjustmadeyou

moreagitatedyoustartedthrowingthecushions

everywhere,yyyouevenbroke

thetable....

Ilookaroundandit'sonlynowIrealize

themessaroundus

Amahle:"Ihadtohholdyoutoccalmyoudown,then

youdidn'twanttoletgoofme,youwerecrying

silentlyIdidn't

knowhhowtostopyoufromcrying,soI...I....

Me:"whatdidyoudo?"

Amahle:"Ikissedyou"



Me(smiles):"thenwhathappened?"

Amahle:"nothingwejuststayedlikethattillwefell

asleep"

Me:"Ifeelsoembarrassed,youwerenotsupposed

toseemelikethat"

Amahle:"it'sokay...

Me:"noit'snotokay,nexttimepleasedon'tletme

in"

(Silence)

Amahle:"ccanIaskyousomething?"

Me:"yeah,goahead"

Amahle:"areyouokay?"

Me:"youmeanamIcrazy?"

Amahle:"that'snotwhatImean"

Me:"it'sfine,younotthefirstonetothinkI'mcrazy"

Amahle:"No,yyounotcrazy,iifyouwere

I'dtellyou,butIjustwannaknowifare

youokay?itseemslikeyouhavealoton



yourshouldersandit'scausingalotof

strainonyou,lastnightyoukeptttalking

aboutpeoplebetrayingyou,andhow

yourownfamilydoesn'tunderstandyou

howtheyneveracceptedyouforwho

youwere?"

Me(sighs):"Ishouldgo,I'mreallysorry

aboutlastnight,itwon'thappenagain"

Igetupbutshepullsmyhandtosit

backdown

Amahle:"yyouputmeinaverydangerousposition

lastnight,you

could'vehurtme,we'vekissed,more

thanonce,I'vealreadycheatedonyour

brotherwithyou....Iatleastdeserveto

knowwhat'sgoingon"

Me:"younotgoingtounderstand,Idon'tliketalking



aboutmyfeelings,itgetsme

workedup,I'msureyousawthatlast

night"

Amahle:"tryme"

Ileanbackonthecouch

(Silence)

Me:"Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithme

Indy,I...sincehighschool,Iwasalways

areservedperson,Ineverbotheredanyone,was

alwaysquietcauseIdidn't

wantpeopletogetusedtome,Ididn't

wantpeopletogettoocomfortablewith

metoapointwheretheywannaknow

whereIcomefromorshowinterest

tovisitingmeathome.I'vedonealotofthingsthat

I'mnotproudof.Inlife,Ihaveencounteredmany

unexplainablehorrificexperiences.Growingupina

messedupdamagedhome,I'veseenalotofthingsI



should'veneverseenatayoungage.Wastreatedin

waysnooneshouldeverbetreated.Allthesethings

impactedthemanI'vebecomenow,whichisnota

manI'mproudof,butit'salsoamanIhaveno

controlover.I'vetriedbeingthebetterperson,Itried

andfailed.

PeoplethinkthatbeingaloneisbeinglonelybutI

cantestifythat,beingsurroundedbythewrong

peopleinyourlife,nowthat'stheloneliestfeeling

ever.

Ididn'tknowanyotherfeelingbesidesloneliness.

AllmylifeI'velivedthrough

painandnoonetookthetimeto

understandme....(sighs)....

Igetup

Me:"Ishouldgetgoing"

Amahle:"Iunderstand"

Me:"what?"

Amahle:"yourpain,I'venneverbeen



throughwhatyou'vebeenthrough,but

Idounderstand,anndIknowthatthere's

someonefromyourpast,shedidyou

wrong,butyoucouldn'tlethergo,you

endedupdoingsomethingbad,I'mnot

surewhatyoudid,butthispersonisstillinyourlife

somehow,andshe'susingyou,shehasadarkheart

butyoutoo

blindedbyherloveandguilttoseeherforwhoshe

trulyis....

Me:"excuseme?"

Shecloseshereyesandshakesherheadabit

beforelookingatme

Amahle:"I'msssosorry,Idon'tknow

wherethatcamefrom,Ihhaveno

ideawhatI'mtalkingabout"

Shegetsup

Amahle:"Iswear,Idon'tknowwhereallthatcame



from"

Me:"didItellyousomethingaboutsomeoneIlove

lastnight?"

Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"No,yyouonlytoldmeabout

howyouhatepeoplewhobetrayyou,

youkeptrepeatingthesamethingabout

betrayalandfamily,yyounnevermentioned

anythingaboutawomanor

beinginlovewithsomeone"

Me:"yousure?"

Amahle:"Iswear,IIdon'tknowwhereitcamefrom,

tenfingersinthebible"

Me(confused):"what?"

Amahle:"tenfingersinthebible,means

thatI'mtellingyouthetruth"

Alaughescapesmymouth,shelaughs

aswell



Me:"look,Ithinkalothashappened

betweenusinamatterofthreedays,

Ihaven'tsleptathomefortwonights"

Amahle:"yyourwwifemustbeworried"

There'sawkwardsilenceforawhile

Me:"uhm...well,myrelationshipwith

mywifeiskindacomplicated...yousee..

Amahle:"youdon'thavetoexplain"

Isigh

Me:"lookIndy,Iwantyoutoknowthat,

Ireally,reallylikeyou"

Amahle:"Noah...

Me:"justhearmeout,please"

Shesighsandfoldsherarms

Me:"Iknowthingsareabitcomplicated

becausewebothinrelationships,but

whatifweinwrongrelationships?"



Shelaughsabitshakingherhead

Me(laughs):"I'mseriousIndy,ifwefeel

moreforeachotherthanwefeelforour

currentpartners,doesn'tthatmeanwe

shouldgiveeachotherachance?"

Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"No,IloveLowell,I'dbenever

dohimlikethat,he'smyforever,I'm

sorry"

Me:"okay,Iunderstand,I'llstayaway"

Amahle:"I'dappreciatethat,Ihhope

thingsdon'tbecomeweirdatwork,I

reallyenjoywworkingatthehospital"

Me:"don'tworrythingswon'tbeawkward"

Ilookaround

Me:"I'llhavetobuyanewtableexactly

likethisone,I'llbringittomorrow,is



thereanythingelseIbroke?"

Amahle:"No"

Me:"okaythen,letmecleanthismessup"

Amahle:"it'sokay,I'llcleanitup"

Me:"Noit'sfine,I'lldoit"

Amahle:"yyoushouldgohometo

yourwife"

Me:"afterIhelpyoucleanup"

Shesighsgivinginaswebothclean

thehouse

Me:"haveyouseenmyphone?"

Shelooksaroundthentakesitfrom

thecouchandhandsittome

Me:"thankyou"

IcheckitandIhave25missedcall

fromlulamaandafloodofmessages

onWhatsAppaskingwhereIamand



makingthreats,andaccusingmeof

cheating.

Itakemyshirt

Me:"ohno,Ididthis?"

Amahle(laughs):"yourippedthatshirt

offlikeyouweresuperman"

Ilaughathowshe'slaughingatme

Me:"IguessI'mgoingtohavetogo

halfnaked"

Amahle:"I'msureIcanffindsomething

foryoufromLowell'sclothes"

Me:"theywon'tfitme"

Amahle:"youdesperate,soyou'llsqueeze"

Shewalkstothebedroomthencomes

backwithashirt

Me:"thankyou"

Iputiton



Amahle:"ppleasebringittowworkwith

youlater,Idon'twwantLulotofindhis

shirtmissing"

Me:"I'llbringit,whenishecomingbackagain?"

Amahle:"intwoweekstime,hhewenton

abusinesstrip"

Me:"abusinesstripfortwoweeks?"

Shefrowns

Amahle:"yeah"

Me:"oh,IthoughtthemeetingsinAustraliawould

onlytakeoneweek,that'swhathetoldme"

Amahle:"mmaybetheyeextendedit"

Me:"maybe"

Iwalkabitclosertoher

Me:"I'llseeyoulatersweetheart"

Ikissherforeheadandheadout

.



.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

.

Igetupandnoticetwowhitegirlson

mybed,oneblondandtheotherhas

blackhair.

Iholdmypainfulhead,Imust'vewentreallyhardon

thedrinkslastnight.

Me:"hey,wakeup"

Ishakethem

Me:"comeon,getupladies"

Theybothsitup



Me:"thanksforthevisit,butI'mgoingto

havetokindlyaskyoutoleave"

Theygetdressedandleave

Itakelookformyphoneandfindit

onthetablebesidethebed

IhavemissedcallsfromAmahle

IcheckmyWhatsApp

(Babe):"heybabe,Ihopeyouarrivedsafely

whereveryouare,allthebestwithbusiness,please

callmebeforeyousleep"20:00pm

(Babe)"IloveyouandImissyoualready"20:20pm

Ilogoutandcallher

"Hello"

Me:"sthandwasam,ulalekahle?"

(Mylove,yousleptwell?)

"Yeah"

Me:"Eish,babe,I'msorryaboutlastnight



Ididn'tthinkI'dhavesomuchworkonthefirstday"

"yyoucccouldn'teventextmean,arrivedsafely

text?"

Me:"youknowhowIavoidmyphonewhendealing

withwork,ngiyaxolisa

sthandwasam"

"(Sighs)okay,youforgiven,aslongas

youarrivedsafely,that'sallthatmatters"

Me:"nexttimeI'mtakingyouwithme,I

can'tdealwithmissingyousomuchand

notbeingabletojustdriveuptoyou"

Shegiggles

"You'llbefinebabe,iiitsonlyforafewdays"

Me:"Ihopethosenightmaresarenottaking

advantageofyoucauseI'mnot

there"

"Thennnightmareshaven'tbotheredme

inawhile,it'sadifferentdreamnow,a



peacefulone,butit'skindascarycause

Idreamitrepeatedly"

Me:"whatisitabout?"

"Ariver,mydadkeepscallingmetocometothe

river,whenIgettherehe'd

tellmesomethingaboutancestors,but

I'dendupwakingupandtheIpray"

Me:"ancestors?Doyoubelieveinthat?"

"IbelieveinGod"

Me:"okaythen,doyouthinkyourdreams

haverealmeanings?"

"Idon'tknow"

Me:"okaybaby,letmegetupandstart

myday"

"Okay,enjoytherestofyourdaylove"

Me:"samegoesforyoubabe,Iloveyou"

"Iloveyoutoo"



Me:"bye"

"Bye"

Ihangupandheadtothebathroom

IgetdressedasIheadtoJustin'sroom

There'sagirlnexttohim

Me:"eyJustin,wakeupman"

Hegetsuplookingbesideshim

Me:"cleanup,weneedtogogetthings

done"

Ileavehimandheaduptoprecious'sroom,Iknock

first

"Comein"

She'sawakewatchingTV,herbedis

alreadymadeanditlookslikeshelong

wokeup

Me:"hey"

Precious:"hey"



Me:"weleavinginafewminutes,you

needtogoseeaspecialist,tocheck

yourbodyanddosometests"

Precious:"forwhat?"

Me:"you'vebeenwithmenyoudon'tknow,weneed

tocleanseyourbody

andmakesureyouarecleanandhealthy

ontheinside"

Precious:"oh,okay,letmechangeintosomething

betterthen"

Me:"yeah,youdothat"

Precious:"youcanwatchmeifyouwantto?"

Shesaysseductively

Me:"Ishouldgo"

Iquicklymakemywayout

.

.



.

Lulama

.

.

.

Me:"wherehaveyoubeen?"

Noah:"youknowwhereI'vebeen,doI

havetoreporttoyouallthetime"

Me:"youalwaysdisappearthenyoutell

meitwaswork,Idon'tbelievethatbull"

Noah:"youmakingnoiseLulu,please

keepitdown,pleasepreparemesomethingtoeat

whileIfreshenup"

Me:"younotgoingtotreatmelikesome

stupidhousewifeNoah,Iseeyounot

afraidoflosingme,I'llleaveyouand

youwon'tbelieve"



Hewalkstothebathroomandrunsthe

shower,ignoringmelikeI'mnoteven

there.

IsighasIfeeltearsthreatenme,Idon't

understandwhyeveryoneissomeanto

me,it'slikenoonecaresthatI'm

pregnant,I'mbeingneglected,Ican'tevengoout

withfriendscauseofthe

kindofpeopletheyareandNoahdoesn'twantme

nearthemwhileI'mpregnant.

I'vebeenfailingatschool,honestlymy

lifeisjustfallingapart,itwasbetterwhenIusedto

takedrugs,I'dforget

thatI'mhatedfornoreason

"Lulu?Areyoucrying?"

Iquicklywipemytearsaway

Me:"No"

Hesitsnexttome



Noah:"I'msorryforthewayIspoketoyou"

Me:"it'sfine"

Noah:"noit'snot,I'mstressingyouout

andthat'snotgoodforthebaby,I

promise,I'llmakeituptoyou,I'msorryokay?"

Ilookathim,Idon'tunderstandhimat

all,oneminutehecaresthenexthe

doesn't

Me:"doyouloveme?"

Noah:"whatkindofquestionisthat?"

Me:"asimpleonethatneedsasimpleanswer"

Noah(sighs):"Icareaboutyoualot"

Me:"doyouloveme?"

Noah:"areyourhormonesactingup?"

Me:"I'llleaveyouinpeaceNoah,wecangeta

divorceandgoourseparateways

Idon'twannaspendtherestofmylife



withsomeonethathasnoloveforme

IknowI'mnotanangelbutIdodeserve

tobehappyandbelovedbysomeone"

Noah:"youmeanIdon'tmakeyouhappy?"

Me:"youdo,butdoyouloveme?"

Noah:"ifImakeyouhappydoesit

notmeanthatIloveyou?DoIhaveto

sayit?Don'tactionsspeaklouderthan

words?Whichoneismoreimportant

toyou,formetotellyouthatIloveyou

orformetoshowit?"

Me:"Both!"

Noah:"wow,okay,Iloveyouthen,are

youhappynow?"

IlookawayfrommeasIfeelpaininmythroat

Me:"justgotoworkNoah"

Noah:"notwhileyoustillmadatme



likethis"

Hekissesmycheek

Noah:"comeon,smileforme"

Heturnsmyfacetolookathim

Hepecksmylips

Noah:"smile"

Heticklesmytummymakingme

burstintogiggles

Noah:"that'smorelikeit,nowbothmy

babiesarehappy"

Weshareaslowfrenchkiss

Noah:"isthereanythingelsebotheringyoubaby?"

Ishakemyhead

Me(smiling):"no"

Noah:"canIgotoworknowdearwife?"

Me(giggles):"yeah"

Hepecksmylipsoncemorebefore



gettingupandreadyforwork.

Ihatemyselfforfallinginlovewithhim

IthoughtIcouldmakeitthroughwithouthislove,

I'djustenjoytheluxuryandthe

sex,nowallIwantishisattentionand

hisaffection,he'sreallygoodatshowing

itsometimes,othertimesit'slikehedoesn'tgive

twofucks

Noah:"okaybaby,I'llseeyoutomorrowmorning,I'm

workingnightshift"

Me:"okaybabe,haveagoodevening"

Noah:"Iwill"

Hemakeshiswayout.

Iquicklygetdressedandfixmyhair

Igrabmycarkeysandheadout

IcallmygirlBlair

"Heygirlfriend"

Me:"heyboo,canyousendmetheaddressofthat



womanyoutoldmeabout"

"Whatwoman(laughs)youknowwetalkabouta

lotofwomen"

Me:"theonewhoprotectsyou,youknowwith

traditionalstuff"

"OhhumaMkhize,whydoyouneedasangoma?"

Me:"areyougoingtosenditornot?"

"FineI'llWhatsAppyouinaminute"

Me:"okaythanks,loveyou"

"Loveyou"

Ihangup,afterafewminutesshesends

theaddress

****

Me:"knockknock?"

Iknockgentlyonthedoor,Ifixmyscarf

andhat,Idon'twantanyonenoticingme

Iknockagain



Ihearthedoorkeysfidgetbeforethedoorfinally

opens

Me:"hey"

Lady:"ngingakusiza?"

(CanIhelpyou?)

Me:"bengicelaumaMkhize?"

Lady:"umazingan?"

(Howdoyouknowher?)

Me:"she'sasangoma"

Shesmilesthenlet'smein,sheleadsmetothetiny

lounge,thesofasaresmall,thecoverslooklikethey

haven't

beenwashedinawhile

Lady:"usabaukuhlala?"

(Youafraidtosit?)

Ireluctantlysitonthecouch,GoshI'm

gonnaneedathoroughbathafterthis

Lady:"ngisayombiza"



(I'mgoingtocallher)

Afterawhilesheshowedmetoher

otherroomwhichwasfullofcandles

andbottleswithbrownorblackliquids

Itsmelledlikeincenseinhere

Her:"shiyaizicathuloemnyango"

(Leaveyourshoesatthedoor)

Itakeoffmyshoesandmakemywayin

Her:"thokoza"

Me:"thokozagogo"

(Greetings,ancestors)

Her:"unjanisisi?"

(Howareyou?)

Me:"ngiyaphila,wenaunjanigogo?"

(I'mgoodandyourself?)

Her:"sikhonanathi,uzengani?"

(I'mwelltoo,whyareyouhere?)



Me:"imayelanenomndeniwami,ngicabangaukuthi

kukhonaabangifihlelakona,ngithandaukwazi

ngabeyin?"

(It'saboutmyfamilyIthinktheyhiding

somethingfromme,I'dliketoknow

whatitis?)

Her:"uwubaniwakabaniwenasisi?"

(Whoareyouandwhat'syourlastname?)

Me:"lulamawakaMthembu"

Sheburnstheincensethentakesher

bones,shedoessomeweirdsounds

makingmeshoutmakhosi

Shedropsherbonesasherbodykeeps

shaking

Her:"ngibonaizinganeezimbili,amawele,

aaiii(groans).....bahlukaniswephakathikwabazali....

(Iseetwokids,twins...theywereseparatedbetween



parents)

Shelooksatthebonesinworry

Me:"yinigogo?"

(Whatisit?)

Her:"inyoka?Lelielinyeiwelelishadenenyoka,

abanphansibazamaukmvikela,

unobizo"

(Asnake?Theothertwinismarriedto

asnake,theancestorsaretryingtoprotecther,she

hasacalling)

Her:"kodwaumaengasabeli,inyoka

izomsebenzisangokuthandakwayo"

(Ifshedoesn'tanswerhercalling,the

snakewillgettheopportunitytouseherasit

pleases)

Me:"iweleleli,elabani?"

(Thistwin,who'stwinisit?)

Shelooksupatme



Her:"elakho"

(It'syours)

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Me:"no,whyshouldIdoit?"

Noah:"I'vebeendoingthisforyears,it'spartof

beingadoctor"

Me:"bbbutIonlywwanttodeliverthegoodnews,

hhowamIgoingtotellher,heronlysonpassed

duringasurgeryIwaspartof?She'llthinkIkilled

him?I'mssupposedtobetheheroherenotthe

villain"

Noah:"youcan'talwaysdeliverthegood



newsIndy,sometimesyouhavetodeliverbadnews,

ifIdon'tletyoupracticethisnow,it'sgoingtobe

hard

foryouinfuture,wedoctors,wedoour

besttosavethepatient,butwedonot

alwayssucceed,whenitistimeitis

timeandthere'snothingwecandoaboutit"

Iwipemytear

Me:"Iccan'tdoit,she'sbeenout

thereprayingforthepastthreehours,Ican'tkillher

faithinGod"

Hecomestowardsme,heplaceshis

handonmycheekandwipesmytears

Noah:"I'msorrysweetheart,butit's

partofyourjob,it'snotalwaysgoing

tobevictoriousallthetime,there'llbe

timeswherewe'lllosepatients,andthat'swherethe

toughpartaboutbeingadoctorcomesin,wecan



onlydoso

much.IfIdon'tletyoudothis,I'mnot

doingjusticetoyou,youhavetoget

usedtoitnow"

Inod

Noah:"I'llberightbesideyou,come,let's

goletyourveryfirstpatientdown"

Me(chuckles):"don'tsayitlikethat"

Helaughabitbeforeaccompanying

metothewaitingroom

Me:"goodeveningmam"

Lady:"ohgoodeveningdoctor"

Shehaspuffyredeyesfromcryingtoo

much,tothinkthatI'mheretobreakher

heartkillsme,I'msupposedtobesavingheartsnot

breakingthem.

Me:"uhm,yoursonexperiencedwhatwecall



inadequatepostoperativephysiology

duringthesurgery"

Lady:"whatdoesthatmean?"

IlookatNoahwhogivesmeanassuringnod,Ilook

backatthelady

Me:"yoursonssufferedalotofpainthroughthe

surgery,hisnerveswere

toosensitivethroughoutthesurgery

therefore,ledtohisbodygivingup,he

pp..ppassedaway,I'msorry"

Sheburstoutintoaheartwrenching

cry,Iopenmyarmsandshethrows

herselfinthemasshecriesonmychest

Me(crying):"I'msososorrymam,we

triedourbest,I'msorry"

Afterawhilesheletsgo

Me:"Iwishweccould'vedonemore....



Lady:"it'sokaydoctor...he'sinabetterplace

now...he'satpeace,wherehewon'tsufferanymore

pain"

Inod

Me:"indeedheis"

IleavehersittingthereasIheadbacktoNoah's

office,Ibreakdownassoonas

Igetin

Heopenshisarmslettingmecryonhis

chest

Me:"that,wwwasthehhhardestthing

I'veeverdone...(hiccup)...IffeellikeIfailedher,likeI

killedheroneandonlyson..(hiccup)...shshessaid

hewwasthe

onlyfamilyshehad...wwefailedher,wewere

supposedtotryharder"

IfeelmyairwayclosinginonmeasI

startwheezingandgaspingforair



Noah:"areyouokay"

Iholdmychestashehelpsmesiton

thechair

Me:"inhaler!...cccant...bbb...(gasping)

Noah:"Ineedyoutostaycalm,breaththroughyour

noseandoutyourmouth"

ItrytobreathbutIfeelmyairwaygettingtighter

Hepicksmeupandrushesmetothe

emergencyroom

Hehelpsmestaycalmthengivesmea

paperbagtobreathinto

Ifeelmyairwayopeningandmybreathinggoes

backtonormal

Noah:"areyouokay?"

Me:"I'mfine"

Noah:"youscaredme,Ithoughtyouweredying"

Ilaugh



Me:"howccanIdieinfrontofaheartdoctor?"

Hesmilesthenbrusheshisfacebefore

lookingatme

Noah:"whydidn'tyoutellmeyouhadasthma?"

Me:"youneverasked"

Helaughs

Noah:"let'sgobacktomyoffice"

Itrytogetupbuthepicksmeuplikea

littlebaby

Me:"Icanwalknow"

Noah:"youstilltooweaktowalk"

Me(laughing):"I'mnotweak,I'mperfectlyfine"

Noah:"I'mthedoctorwiththedegreehere,Iknow

whatI'mtalkingabout"

Irollmyeyesathim

Heputsmedownassoonaswereach

hisoffice,asIturntolookathimhis



lipswerealreadyonmine,Ilookathimconfused

buthecontinues,hepicksmeupandleansagainst

thedoorthenslidesdowntositonhisbuttmaking

mesitontopofhim,thegradationofintensitythat

mademeclingtohimastheonlysolidthingina

dizzyswayingworld.

Hisinsistentmouthwaspartingmyshakinglips,

sendingwildtremorsalongmynerves,evoking

frommysensationsthatIhadneverknownIwas

capableoffeeling.Andbeforeaswimming

giddinessspunmeroundandround,IknewthatI

waskissinghimback.

Ibrokeawayfromthekisshardlybeingableto

breath

Me:"thishas....tostop"

Noah:"itdoesn'thaveto"

Hepullsmeinagainsuckingmylips

asifhisquenchdependedonthem,his

erectionundermemademetovoluntarilygrindmy

throbbingitchonit



Hishandsneakedupmyshirttrailingupanddown

thesideofmytummywhile

minerestedaroundhisneck

Me(whispers):"thisiswrong,thisissosowrong"

Heslowlynibblesandsucksonmyneck

Noah:"feelssosoright"

AsmuchasI'mafraidtoadmitit,itdid.

****

Afteranothersurgerywenowchilling

atthekitchenhavingcoffee

Me:"Ican'tbbelieveI'vecheatedonLulo,thisismy

firsteverrelationshipandI'm

alreadyacheater"

Noah:"don'tsaythat,it'snotcheating,youstill

young,youexploringyouroptions"

Ilookathim

Me:"he'syourbrotherLwandle,youcanneverbemy

option,ever"



Noah:"wejusthavingabitoffun,oncehe

introducesyoutotheparentsshowingthathe's

seriousaboutyou,Ipromise,I'llneverbotheryou

again"

"Havinglunchwithoutme?"

Welookupather

Noah:"DoctorCohen,howareyou"

DrCohen:"I'mgoodthanksandyourself?"

Noah:"I'mgood"

Shelooksatme

Me:"hi"

DrCohen:"hi"

Shesayswithattitude

DrCohen:"won'tyourunalongandmakemeacup

toosweetie"

Me:"oh,okay"

IattemptgettingupbutNoahholdsmy

handtositdown



Noah:"Ithinkyoumistakingherforahelper,she's

actuallymystudent"

DrCohen:"Iknow"

Noah:"good,please,let'srespecteachother,you

don'tseemeaskingyourstudentstomakeme

coffee"

Shelooksatmeoncemorethenwalkstothe

countertomakeherselfcoffee

Helooksatmeandmakeafunnyface

rollinghiseyes,Ilaugh

"Mxxm"

Welookatherthenbackateachother,welaugha

littlethenburstintoloudlaughter

.

.

.

.

*******



"Peoplechange...feelingschange...thingschange"

(Author)

*******

Tobecontinued
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Istillcan'tbelievewhatIfoundout.



Ihaveatwin?CoulditbethatgirlIsaw

atthehospital,Amahle?Whywouldmy

parentskeepthisfromme?Whywould

theysendherawayanddenymearelationshipwith

her?I'vealwayswanted

asister,NkosiandInevergetalongit's

likehedoesn'texistinmylifereally.

Hedoesn'tlikemeforsomereason,wealwayson

eachothersnerves.

I'matBlair'splacecauseIneedsomeonetotalkto,

she'stheonlyfriendoutifallmyfriendsthatItrust

Me:"turnsoutIhaveasister"

Shegivesmeacupofjuicethensitswithaglassof

wine

Blair:"asister?How?"

Me:"she'sactuallymytwin"

Blair:"what!?Noway,whereisshe,whathappened

toher?"



Me:"Idon'tknow,Ididn'tthinkmyparentswere

keepingsuchahugethingfromme"

Blair:"myGod,sowhatareyougoingtodo?Willyou

confrontthem?"

Me:"confrontthem?How?howwillIevenexplain

howIfoundout,Idon'twantthemthinkingIbelieve

inwitchcraft"

Sherollshereyes

Blair:"ancestorsarenotwitchcraft"

Me:"whatever,Istillwon'tconfrontthem"

Blair:"soyou'lljustkeepthistoyourself,don'tyou

wishtoknowyoursister?"

Me:"IthinkIknowwhosheis"

Blair:"yoursister?"

Me:"yeah,IthinkIsawher"

Blair:"obviouslyyouwouldknowifyousawher,you

aretwins"

Me:"atfirstIthoughtmaybeit'sjustoneofthose

doppelgangersituations,butwhenIaskedmom



aboutherhavingachildoutsidemarriageshe

literallyslappedme,whichwasasuspicious

reaction,now,it'sconfirmed"

Blair:"sowhatnow?"

Me:"I'llfirsttrybuildafriendshipkinda

thingwithher,gettoknowwhatshe's

aboutandall,whereshegrewup,whoareher

parents"

Blair:"sowhodoyouthinkislivingwiththe

biologicalparents?Youorher?"

Me:"IthinkIam,ImeanIlookalotlike

mom,maybeshewasstolenorsomething"

Shesighsanddrinksherwine

Isitbackandsiponmyjuice

Blair:"Yoh,Iwonderwhenthetruthwillfinallycome

out"

Me:"soon,andIfoundthatshehasacalling,of

beingasangoma,canyoubelieveit?"



Blair:"what!?Ohno,poorchild"

Me:"momwouldneveracceptthatifithappenedto

anyofherkids,she'stoomuchofaChristian"

Blair:"thisissomemessedupshit"

Me:"itis"

.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

IjustdroppedAmahleoffatherapartment,I'mnow

drivingtomy

place.Iparkmycarinthegarage,Itakeoutmy

briefcase,mycoat,ItaketheflowersandtheKFC

takeawaybag.



Iheadinsideandwalkstraighttothe

lounge

Me:"baby!I'mhome,whereareyou?"

"I'llberightdown"

Shemakesherwaydownstairs

ItaketheflowersandtheKFC

Me:"Igotyousomething"

Shetakestheflowersfirstandsmells

them

Lulama:"aawwthesearebeautifulbabe

andtheysmellsosweet"

Me:"sweetlikeyou"

IgivehertheKFC

Me:"Igotyouabunchofzingerwings

Iknowyoualwayscravingtheseeveryday"

Shegrabstheexcitedlysmellingthem

Lulama:"babe!Howdidyouknow,thesehave



becomemyweakness"

Me:"I'myourhusbandafterall,youthinkIdon't

noticeyourcravings?"

Lulama:"Ididn'tthinkyoudid,Imean

youalwaysatworkduringthedayandallnight"

Me:"imightbealwaysworkingbutIpayattentionto

thepeopleIlove"

Ipullherinforakiss

Me:"mybodyispainful,ifyougivemeamassage,I

promise,there'swaymorewherethosewingscame

from"

Shelooksatmewithafrown

Me:"what?"

Lulama:"whoisshe?"

Me:"who?"

Lulama:"thewomanwhowasalloveryoutoday,

whoisshe?"

Me:"youconfusingme,whatareyoutalkingabout?"



Lulama:"I'mnotstupidNoah,yousmellofher,she

wasobviouslyalloveryou,thelipstickonyourlips,I

cansmellheronyourface,youcheatingonme

Noah?"

Ipullmytiefrommyneck,Itakemystuffonthe

couchandheadupstairs

"Don'twalkawayfromme!I'mtalkingtoyou,how

couldyoucheatNoah!?Ithoughtweweregoingto

makethis

marriagework!?"

Me:"stopshoutingatmeLulu"

Iputmystuffwheretheystayandtake

offmyshirt

Lulama:"youalwayspreachingrespectrespectbut

youbusyfuckingatwork!?

Whoisshehuh!?Yourcolleague?Yourpatient!?

Pleasetellmeit'snotapatientNoah,Tellmeyou

notbusypickingdifferentdeseasesfromthosesick

people!?"

Me(calmly):"stopshoutingatme"



Lulama:"youwannabringdeseasestoyourbaby

andI!?Don'tyoucareaboutus!?"

Me:"youmakingmeangry"

Lulama:"soyounotgoingtoevendenythatyou

sleepingaround?"

Me:"letmetakeashower,we'lltalkwhenI'mdone"

Sheslapsmeacrosstheface

Lulama:"we'lltalknow"

Me:"youjustslappedme?"

Lulama:"youcheated,youdeserveit"

Sheslapsmeagain,shetriestoslap

meagainbutIcatchherhandfastenough

Me:"nowyou'vemademeangry,youknowIhate

beingangry,it'snotgoodformetobeangry,Idon't

wannahurtthebaby"

Lulama:"ohsoit'sonlythebabythat

youcareabout?Idon'tmeananythingtoyou!?"

Shetriestofightmebypunchingmy



chest,Ipushheronthebed.

Me(agitated):"Stopit!Stop!!"

IwalktowardsthebathroomIfeelashoehitting

hardagainstmyback

Iturnandlookdown,it'sherheel

Me:"didyoujusthitmewiththis?"

"(Whisper)killher"

Me:"doyouhaveadeathwishLulu?"

Lulama:"I'msickandtiredofyourcrazyself!You

actallholytalkingaboutrespectandloyaltybutyou

busydoingtheexactopposite!"

Iwalkclosertoher

"(Whisper):"killher,doit"

Igrabherbytheneck

Me:"Iwasgoingtosparethebaby'slifebutnowyou

areforcingmyhands"

Itightenmygriponherneck,shemakeschoking

soundshereyespleadingfor



mercy

Lulama(breakingvoice):"ppplease..ddon't.....

Me:"Indy?"

Tearsfallfromhereyes

Iletgoofher,she'sabouttofallbutI

catchherbeforeshereachestheground

Me:"I'msorryIndy,Ididn'tmeantohurtyou,I'm

sorrysweetheart"

.

.

.

.

Bongani(Noah'sfather)

.

.

.

Me:"youdon'twantyourwifefindingoutaboutthat



doyou?"

Heshakeshishead

Ilookattheotherguy

Me:"MrWilson,Ican'tbelieveyouturnedyourback

onme,aftereverythingwe'vebeenthroughwiththis

companyfromthebeginning,butitsfineI

understand,Iguess,whenIshowthistothe

authoritiesthejudgewillunderstandaswell?"

Isendhimacliponhisphone

Me:"checkyourphoneWilson"

Hetakeshisphone,Iseehiseyeswidenaftera

while

Me:"youturnedyourbackonmeasifyouwerean

innocentmanwithnosecrets,youluckyI'mnot

showingeveryonearoundthistablewhatyouare

capableof"

TheyalllookatmeasIhavejustservedeachand

everyoneofthemtheir

skeletons



Me:"youthoughty'allcanjustkickmeoutofmy

owncompanyjustthateasily?

andI'djustsitbackandwatch,myalmostthirty

yearsofhardwork?Becauseofmyidiotspoiltson

whothinkshiseducationisgold?Y'allhaveanother

thingcoming,screwallyoureducation,thisismy

companyandI'mgettingitbackwhetheryoulikeit

ornot,whenthatboycomesbackfromscoringyet

anotherbigdealinAustralia,I'mtakingmyseat,and

youallaregoingtohelpme"

Ilookatallofthem

Me:"areweallclear?"

"Yesboss,solid,weclear"

Me:"good,Ididn'twannahavetowinyouoverlike

this,Ithoughtyouwereloyal,Iguessnot"

Igetup

Me:"nicedoingbusinesswithyallgentlemen"

Iwalkoutleavingthemwhisperingtoeachother

.



.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Afterawhilecomfortingmeonthefloorhepicks

meupandputsmeinthebed

Idecidedtonotaskwho'sthisIndyhe

keepsaddressingmeby,Iguessit'sthe

bitchhe'ssleepingwith.

IneedtofindthatIndybitchandgether

outifmyway.IwillnotloseNoah,not

tosomecheapasswhore.

Nomatterhowcrazyhemightbe,he's

theonlypersonwhotrulylovesme,the

onlypersonwho'sfoughtforme,even



whenIcheated,heforgaveme,he's

theonlyonewho'severbeenscaredof

losingme.

Noah:"areyouokaybabe?DidIhurtyoutoomuch?"

Me:"it'sfinebabe,I'mgood"

Noah:"I'msorry,pleaseforgiveme"

Me:"it'sokaybabe,Iforgiveyou"

Hegetsontopofandstartskissingme

Icanstillsmellthegirl'scologneonhim

ItrytobrushitoffasIenjoyhislips

trailingdownmybody

.

.

.

.

Thandile(Amahle'ssister)

.



.

.

I'mlostinmythoughtsthrowingrocks

towardsthefencewhileI'msittingby

theveranda.

"What'sonyourmindbaby"

Ilookupathim

Me:"aiyazngyacabanga"

(I'mjustthinking)

Him:"ngyikbonaukuthiuzeujulile,ucabangan

baby?"

(Icanseeyouaredeepinyourthoughts,whatare

youthinkingaboutbabe?)

Me:"ngikhathazekilengoAmahle"

(I'mworriedaboutAmahle)

Him:"doyouthinkshe'sstillalive?"

Me:"Ihopeso,Ithinkshe'sstillalive,Iwonderwhat

thosemenaredoingtoher,yazebenamaphupho



amakhulukanjaningempiloyakhe"

(Shehadsuchbigdreamsforherfuture)

Him:"yahneh,impiloiyamangaza"

(Lifeisfullofsurprises)

Me:"ngicabangaukuthingiyomfuna"

(IthinkIshouldgolookforher"

Him:"uzothiuyomfunauqalekuphinjesthandwa

sam?"

(Wherewillyouevenstartlookingforhermylove?)

Me:"ngyaziukuthiusegoli"

(Iknowthatshe'sinJoburg)

Him:"egoli?Yohbabe,uyalaziigolilingakanani?

Uzoliqalaphi?"

(Joburg?DoyouknowhowbigJoburgis?Where

willyoustart?)

Me:"ngizocelaumuntuoboniswayoukuthi

angiboniseukuthikwenzakaningempiloyakhe,

maybeI'llgetahintwheresheis"



(I'llaskasangomatohelpmeseewhatisshedoing

withherlifeatthemoment)

Hesighs

Him:"andhowlongdoyouthinkit'lltakeyoutofind

her?"

Me:"angaz,awufuniukuhambanam?"

(Idon'tknow,don'tyouwannacomewithme?)

Hemovesclosertomeandsitsbehindmepulling

mecloserbetweenhislegs

andhugsmefrombehind

Him:"Iguessthiscanbeanexcusetomoveout

fromtheparentshouseandgostartourownlives

withoursoninJoburg,I'lllookforajobonline,then

wecanstartourjourneytoJoburg"

Me:"reallyMenzi?Youwillingtodothisforme?"

Him:"I'veactuallybeenthinkingaboutitforawhile

now,Iknowmymomlikehavingyouhereandall,

butIcan'texpectyoutostayhereanddowife

dutiesto



impressmymom,weneedtohavealifeofourown,

justyouandI,freetodowhateverwewantinpeace

withoutworryingaboutrespectingelders"

Igiggle

Me:"youmissingoneperson"

Him:"ofcausethatlittletroublesomeofourson"

Me(sighs):"I'llgoseethesangomatomorrow"

Him:"andwe'llbeoutofhereintwoweekstime"

Irestmyheadonthesideonhisshoulderaswe

watchtheviewofthe

beautifulnaturearoundus.

Ihopeitwon'tbetoolatewhenIfind

Amahle,Ineedtowarnheraboutwhat

MomandThuliledidtoher

.

.

.

Amahle



.

.

.

"wozandodakaziyam,kumeleugezekulomfula"

(Comemydaughter,youhavetobathinthisriver)

Me:"ngobanibaba?"

(Whydad?)

"Okokobakhobafunaukukuvikela,wozakokoko

bakho"

(Yourancestorswanttoprotectyou,cometoyour

ancestors)

Ishakemyhead

Me:"howwilldeadpeopleprotectmedad?Howwill

normalpeopleprotectme?Withdarkmagic?They

supposedtoberestinginpeace...Nothankyou,but

myGodwillprotectme,theAlmightyGod,Hosanna,

Jehovah,hewhocreatedthehumanrace,the

heavensandearth,mysavior,myfaithand

protectionisfoundinhim"



Irunawayfromtheriver

Me:"I'msorryDad,IchooseGod"

Itripandfallinsideadeepdarkhole

Iscreammylungsout,scaredformylife

Ifeelsomethingslitheringupmylegs

"ssswenzekahlewakhethaminankosikazi,

usongowamikunaphakadesss"

(ssssyoudidwellchosingmemywife,youarenow

mineforeversss)

"sssssiyozesihlukanisweukufa"

(tilldeathdouspart)

Itdropsmeonthefloor,mybodyfrozen

still,asitslithersbetweenmylegs,

weirdenoughIfeelpleasurerushthroughmybody

fromit'smovement

betweenmythighs,itmovesslowlyon

topofme,surroundingitselfaroundmyneck

"Mmmmhh"amoanescapesmymouth



Iplacemyhandonit'scoldface

"Vulaamehlo,ubekeumnyeniwakho"

(Openyoureyesandlookatyourhusband)

IopenmyeyesandI'mmetbytheugliestwrinkled

face,Igetupscreamingformylife,tryingtofindmy

wayout

"Akukhoukubaleka,sowungowami,ungowami,

hahahahahahassssssondelasthandwasam"

(There'snoescape,youaremine!Mine!

Comeclosermylove)

****

Isitupstraightwithmyheartpounding

hardagainstmychestasifit'saboutto

popout,I'mdrippingwetfromsweat

fearoverwhelmsmeastearscomestreamingdown

myface

Me:"DearGod,please,protectmefather,please.....

"sssss!"



IjumpoffmybedIcanstillhearthesnakesounds

Whatdoesitwantfromme

Me:"younotwelcomedevil!!Getoutofmyhouse!!!

InthenameofJesus!!InthenameofJesusyouare

notwelcome!!"

Mybodyisshakingandfreezingcold

Icanstillfeelthesnakeonmybody

Itakemyphone,itslipsoffmyshakeyhands,Itake

itagainandcallLulo

"Babywam?"

Me:"I'msssorrytoddddisturbyoursleep,IIIcccan't

sleep,Ihhhadanightmare"

"Ohbaby,thesenightmaresagain?Didyoutry

prayingbabe?"

Me:"Iddid,I'msssosscared,IIthinkthththesnake

ishere"

"IfIcouldI'ddriveoverrightnowbaby,Idon'tknow

howtohelpyoufromhere,don'tswitchoffthe

lights,babe?"



Me:"mmh?"

"Willyoubeokayonyourown?"

Me:"I'llbeffine,I'lljustkkeeppraying"

"I'llalsoprayforyoubaby,itwasjustadream,

rememberthatokay?It'snotreal,Ineedyoutokeep

tellingyourselfthat"

Me:"okay...(shakyvoice)...iiiitwwasjjjust

adream"

"Yesbaby,keepsayingthatuntilyoucalmdown,

drinksomewarmwaterortea,you'llbefine,I

promise,I'llcalltocheckonyou"

Me:"okay,bye"

"Byebabe,Iloveyouokay?"

Inod

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ihangup

"ssssss"

Ilockthebedroomdoorandgounderthecovers



holdingonmykneesshakinginfear

There'sasnakeinthishouse,Ican'tsleephere,I

burstintoloudcryasIfear

formylife

Imakeanothercall

"(sleepy)hello?"

Me(crying):.......

"(Worried)hello?Indy?Areyouokay?"

Me(whispers):"I'mscared"

"what'swrong?Areyouhurt?Issomeonetryingto

hurtyou?"

Me:"I'mscaredLwandle"

"Okay,I'llberightthere,I'mgettingdressed,don't

worry,I'lltrytocomeasfastasIcan"

Me:"okay"

.

.

.



Noah

.

.

Iputonmysweatpantsandalightshirt

Igrabmycarkeysandphone

"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"I'moncall,theyneedmeatthehospital"

Ikissherforehead

Me:"don'twaitup"

Lulama:"Ihopeyounotgoingtoher,theladywho

lefthercheapcolognealloveryou"

Me:"notthisagain,don'tyoulearnLulu?

I'mgoingtothehospital"

Itakemybriefcasetomakemyselfbelievable.

IdriveoffasfastasIcantoAmahle'sapartment,I

feelundermychairformygun,Itakeitandputitin

betweenmylegs

.



.

.

**********

"Demonsofthenight,theycomeouttoplay,looking

fortheoneswhocan'tsleep....theirdamagedsouls

ondisplay"

********

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:32] :Insert35

•

•

•

•

•

Noah

•

•



•

•

•

ItookmygunfrommypantsasIcheckedthrough

thewindows,lookingiftherewasnoone,Iknocked

atthedoor.

Isawhercomingtowardsthedoorthroughthe

windows.

"Lwandle?Isthatyou?"

Me:"yesit'sme"

Sheunlocksandopensthedoorforme

Iopenmyarmsforherasshethrows

herselfinthem,Iholdhertightfordear

lifeasIclosethedoorwithmyfoot

Me:"istheresomeoneinthehouse?"

Sheshakesherhead,herbodyisvibratingandcold

asice

IpickherupasIcanfeelherlegsfailingher.Ilock



thedoorthenheadtothebedroom,Iputherdown

gently.

Me:"whathappened?"

Amahle:"IIthinkthere'sasnakeinsidethehouse"

Shestartleslookingaround

Amahle:"didyouhearthat?It'sthesnake"

IlookaroundtryingtolistenforsnakesoundsbutI

hearnothing

Amahle:"Ihhhadannightmareaboutit,iiitwasso

big,itwantedtokkillme"

Ohhsoshewashavinganightmare

Me:"itwasjustanightmaresweetheart,there'sno

snakeinthehouse"

Amahle:"IhearditLwandle,Iheardit"

Me:"okay,okay,I'llwalkaroundthehouseandlook

forit,okay?"

Shenods

Me:"whenIfindit,I'llmakesureIkillit,juststay



here"

Shenods

Istarthereinthebedroom,Icheckunderthebed,

behindthebedandalloverthebedroomincluding

alldrawsandtheclosetbutIfindnothing.Icheck

everycornerofthehousefromthebathroomtothe

loungetothekitchen.

ImakehersomehotchocolatewhileI'matthe

kitchen,IlookalloverthecupboardsuntilIfind

snacks,Itakesomebiscuitsandchipsthenheadto

thebedroom

Iputthecuponthetablenexttothebedandthe

snacks

Amahle:"ppleaselockthedoor"

Ilockthebedroomdoorthensitnexttoher,she

movesupgivingmespace.

Igiveherthecupofhotchocolate

Me:"Imadeyouhotchocolate,towarmyouup"

Shetakesit



Amahle:"thankyou"

Shetakesasip

Me:"howaboutweputanicecomedymovieand

havesomesnacks"

Shenods

Amahle:"I'dlikethat"

Me:"let'sgotothelounge"

Igetoffthebedandtakehercupasshegetsup,I

leadtheway,shemakesherselfcomfortableonthe

couchwhileIlookforanicemovieonNetflix

Me:"uhm,howaboutthisone,seriouslysingle,it'sa

romanticcomedyandit'saMzansifilm"

Amahle:"Ialreadywatchedit"

Me:"aww,okay"

Ilookthroughthemoviesagain

Me:"howabout....murdermystery,ItstarsAdam

Sandler,he'sreallyfunnysoisthiswomanJennifer

Anniston,perfectcomboI'msurethisoneisreally

funny"



Amahle:"Ihhaven'ttriedthatone"

Me:"yess,thankGod"

IpressplayasIgetthefleeceandjoinheronthe

couch,Iopenthesnacksandwediginaswewatch

Wearenotevenhalfwaythroughthemovieand

shewasalreadylaughing

Adamneverdisappoints

Me:"Amahle,youalreadyfinishedthesnacks?"

Amahle:"youtheonewhoeatstoofast"

Me:"don'tyoudaretrypinthisonmebecauseI'ma

guy"

Amahle:"jjustgottakemoreinthekitchen"

Isighandgetup

Amahle:"andpleasealsobringsomeicecream

whileyouthere"

Isquintmyeyesather

Me:"presspausethen"

Amahle:"awwwhy?"



Me:"I'mnotgoingthen"

Shegroansandpausesthemovie

Me(smirks):"thankyouverymuch"

Imicrowavetwopacketsofpopcorn

Itakethetuboficecream,it'snotthebigtubsoI

don'thavetodishit.

Iwalkbacktotheloungeshelayingherwholebody

onthecouch

Me:"Icansitontheothercouchbymyselfbutit

meansI'llhavetoeatallthisbymyselftoo"

Amahle:"unfair,Iwannaliedown"

Iputthestuffonthetablethenpushitaside

Me:"gofetchthosebigpillowsonthebedandtwo

thickblankets

Shegetsupandheadstotheroom

Ipushthesofastomakespace,shecomesback

withtheblanketsandpillowsstruggling,Iquickly

helphertakingtheblankets,wefixthemneatlyon

thefloor



Me:"we'llcoverourselveswiththefleece

Shemakesherselfcomfortableonthefloor,Itake

thesnacksandwesitcomfortably,shepresses

play

Amahle(laughing):"hemadethembowsomany

times"

Me(laughing):"thatwasagoodone"

Iwatchherlaughingtilltearswererollingdownher

face,she'snowforgottenaboutthenightmare

Shelooksatme

Amahle:"what?"

Me:"Nothing,youjustlookreallybeautifulwhenyou

laughing"

Amahle:"areyoutryingttodistractme?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"no,let'sfinishthemovie"

ShelaysherheadonmyshoulderasIwrapmyarm

aroundher



.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Ifeelsomethingshakingme

Iraisemyheadupfromthetableandlookupather

Presh:"youshouldgotobed"

Ilookatmylaptopinfrontofme,Igotcaughtup

withwork

Me:"whyareyououtofbed?"

Presh:"Icouldn'tsleep,Icametogetasnack"

Istretchmyarms

Me:"oh"



Ilookatmyphone

Me:"shit,IneedtocheckonAmahle"

Itakemyphoneandcallher

"Babe?"

Me:"baby,urightmanje?"

(Areyougoodnow?)

"I'mffinebabe,Idecidedttowatchacomedymovie,

anndithelped"

Isighinrelief

Me:"I'msogladthatyouokay,Iwassoworried

aboutyoubabe,andIhatethatIcan'tbetherefor

you"

"It'sokaybabe,Iunderstand,yyouhavetowork,

pppleasedon'tfeelbadokay?"

Me:"Ican'thelpit,ithurtsmewhenyouaresadorin

troubleandIcan'tdoanythingaboutit"

"Youonlyhumanbabe,youcandosomuch,I

appreciateyouforcheckinguponmeandmaking

yourselfavailable,nomatterhowfaryouare"



Me:"thisiswhyIkeepfallingmoreandmoreinlove

withyou"

"Goodnightbabe,I'mabouttoheadtobed"

Me:"Ihopeyougetbettersleepthistime"

"Iwill,don'tworryaboutme,focusonsigningthose

deals"

Me:"goodnightsthandwasam"

"Iloveyoubabewam"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Ihangup,Iwatchpreciousasshemakesherway

towardsmefromthekitchen,she'sonlywearingher

lacepantiesandahalfshirt,shehasasexy

hourglassbody.

Shesitsonthechairnexttomine

Presh:"youwant?"

Shehandsmethepacketchips

Ishakemyhead

Me:"Ishouldheadtobed"



Ifeelherhandonmythigh,Ilookather,shehasa

smirkonherface,shemovesittomycrotch

Presh:"canI?"

Mydickbetraysmebyreactingtohertouch.

Iquicklygetup

Me:"please,stopthis,youaresupposedtobe

Amahle'sbestfriend,Iknowthedrugsplayedapart

butyouareinyourrightmindnow,learntocontrol

yourself"

Iclosemylaptopandheadtomyroomandhead

straightforbed

Itdidn'ttakemuchefforttodozeoff

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.



.

Noah:"IhadtoturnintothatkindofpersonsothatI

couldprotectmybrother,myfatherwasaruthless

man,stillis,withhimbeatingmymom,Ihadto

protectmybrotherfromseeingsuch,hewasnever

onlyviolentwithmymother,hewasalsoviolent

withme,wheneverItriedtoprotectmom,he'dbeat

usbothup,(chuckles)anddon'tyouthinkthatmy

beatingswerelighter,theywerejustabrutalas

mom's,Iwasonlytwelve,Istartedhavinganger

issue,Icouldn'tstandsomeonedisrespectingme,

I'dquicklyturntoviolencetosolve

myproblems,sothat'swhenIdecidedtokeepa

smallcircleoffriendstonocircleatall,Iremember

whenIgotbeatenbyagirlinschool,Ineverfought

backwhenitcomestogirls,hergroupoffriends

andherselfbeatmeuprealbad....

Me:"why?"

Noah(laughs):"becauseididn'twanttobeher

boyfriend,theythoughtIwasgay,mydadheard

aboutthiswhenhewascalledtotheoffice,andI



toldhimthereasonwhytheywerebeatingmeup,

youwon'tbelievewhathedidtomethatnight"

Me(tearfully):"what?"

Noah:"hethrewmeatthebackofhistrunkand

drovereallyfaraway,wearrivedatsomedeserted

place,hetiedmeagainstatree,andtoldmethat,I

don'tdeservetobehisson,hesaidhewillnever

acceptagaysonandhe'llratherhavemedeadthan

havemegay,hethenleftmethere,anything

could'vehappenedtome,Icould'vebeenattacked

bywildanimalsorkidnappedbydangerouspeople,

allbecausehethoughtIwassomethingthatIwas

not"

Me:"hhowdidyouescape?"

Noah:"hecametogetmeaftertwonights,hedidit

formomcauseshewasthreateningtokillherselfif

hedidn'tcomegetme,Idon'tknowhowwasIstill

alive,itwascoldasitwasduringwinterandIdidn't

havemuchon,myownfatherliterallythrewme

awaylikesomerottentrash,Istilltothisdaydon't

knowwhyhehassomuchhateinhisheartforhis



ownfamily,theluckyonewasLowell,henever

experiencedphysicalabusefromhim,healways

spoilthim,I'venevertoldhimaboutthatday,Itold

himIwenttoafriend'shouse,upuntiltodayhe

doesn'tknowwhatdaddidtome,it'sonlynowthat

heactuallyhaseverthreatenedhislife,becauseof

thecompany,sinceLowellfoundhispassioninhis

companyhestartedbeingcoldtowardshim,asI

grewup,Idecidedtobuildmyownlegacy,likethe

hospital,somethingthathadmynameonit,andthe

cl...uhmyeah,Ididn'twantdadtocontrolmylife,

eventhoughhestilldoesbutatleastI'mnot

completelydependedonhim"

Iwipemytears

Me:"isthatwhyyouactlikethatwhenyouangry?"

Heshakeshishead

Noah:"No,Ihadangerproblemsbuttheywerenever

thisbad,it'sonlywhenI....whenImetmyfirstwife"

Me:"yourfirstwife?"

Noah:"yeah,Idon'tknowwhatitwas,Ithinkitwas

myloveforher...I'mnotsure,butmyangerbecame



uncontrollable,theysaidIwasdiagnosedwith

bipolar...Iwasstillinmedicalschool...Istarted

takingmoodstabilizers...butIknowIdon'thave

bipolar,just,noonebelievesme...ImeanIwould've

longhurtmypatientsduringsurgery,Iwouldn't

havemadeitthisfarinthekindofmedicalfieldI'm

inwiththatkindofmentaldisorder"

Me:"howddidyoumanagetogetyourmedical

license?"

Noah:"Ihadmyways,therewasnorecordthatwas

madethatIhavebipolar,causetherewereno

symptoms,itwasjustuncontrollableangerwhen

someonemakesmeangry,I'mneverawareofmy

actionsduringthattimeandIdon'tusually

rememberwhatIdowhenI'mangry"

Me:"Ididn'tthinkrichpeopleexperiencedsuch

struggles,I'msorryforeverythingyou'vebeen

through"

Hebrusheshisface

Noah:"IthinkItoldyouabittoomuch,I'mnot

supposedtotrustanyonewiththispersonalpartof



mylife,it'ssomethingI'vekepttomyselfsince,

forever"

Me:"Ipppromiseyourpainisssafewithme,I'llkeep

it,rightnexttomine....inhere"

Iholdmychest

Noah:"youwannatalkaboutit?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,IthinkI'veenduredenoughpainforone

night,mmaybenexttime"

Noah:"howaboutwegosomewhere"

Me:"where?"

Noah:"it'llbeasurprise,wecanspendaweekend

together,beforeLowellcomesback"

Me:"Idon'tknow....

Noah:"pleaseAmahle,it'llbefun,Ipromise,have

youeverbeentocapetown?"

Ilookathimwithmyeyeswidened

Me:"I'vealwayswantedtogothere,bbbeforeI



endeduphere,IIwantedtogostudythere"

Noah:"wecanspendaweekendthere,together,just

youandI,Iknowacoupleoffunplacesthere"

Me:"mmh,(sighs)Idon'tknow,feelslikeI'm

betrayingLowell"

Noah:"it'sjustoneweekend"

Welookintoeachother'seyesforawhile,Idon't

knowwhatpowerhehas

againstmebutitmakesmeweakandreckless.

Me:"okay"

Noah:"okay?"

Me:"it'sjustfortheweekend,Ireallywanttogoto

CapeTown"

Hesmilesandtakesmyhandintohis

Noah:"canyouswim?"

Ishakemyhead

Hepullsmylegtowraparoundhim

Noah:"don'tworry,I'llteachyou"



Hiswarmbreathshitsagainstmylips

Noah(lowtone):"I'llteachyoualotofthingsyou

don'tknow"

Herestshisforeheadonmine,ournosestouching,I

closemyeyes

westaylikethat,withhisfingersdrawingonmy

backtillIdozedoff

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

Ifeelsomethingrubbingitselfonmydick.Iopen

myeyes

Me(sleepy):"whatthehell?"

Presh:"Ican'tsleep,mybedroomiscold"

Me:"precious,pleasedon'tdothis"



Presh:"Ijustwantyoutokeepmewarm,nothing

much"

Shetakesmyarmandwrapsitaroundherwaistas

shesleepbrushingherbutt

onmydick

I'mtootiredtoarguewithhersoIjustcuddleher

andtrytogobacktomysleep.Ifinditreally

difficultwithher

buttrubbingagainstmynowthrobbinghardpenis.

Me:"presh...

Sheturnstofacemethensmashesherlipsonmine

Presh:"sshh"

Shegetsundertheblanket,slowlytakesmydick

outmypantsandstartssucking

Me:"aahfuck...why..

.

.

.



.

Laterinthemorning

Norah

.

.

.

Me:"myfatheriscomingoverthisweekend"

Heturnstolookatmewithafrownoffearonhis

face

Bongani:"uzokwenzani?"

(Todowhat?)

Me:"herecentlyheardaboutmebeingshot,he's

comingtocheckonme"

Bongani:"Ithoughthewantednothingtodowith

you?"

Me:"metoo,butthenagain,heonlystartednot

wantingnothingwithmewhenIstarteddatingyou"

Bongani:"ngiyathembaukuthiakaziukuthi



udubulweuban?"

(Ihopethathedoesn'tknowwhoshotyou?)

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,hedoesn't"

Hesighsandcontinuesfixinghimself

Me:"withthetensionbetweenyouandthekids,I

don'tthinkthey'llcareaboutprotectingyou

anymore,speciallyNoah,hemightspilleverything,I

thinkhe'sreachbreakingpoint,he'shavingamania

episode,he'scapableofanythingatthispoint,he's

unpredictable.Ialreadyhaveafeelinghe'supto

something,hisbehaviorissimilartothetimebefore

hedidwhathedidtoVanessa,andhe'sspeaking

abouther,apparentlyhe'sbeenvisitingherin

KZN....weneedtobeverycarefulofhim"

Bongani:"I'lldealwithhim,don'tworryabouthim"

Me(sighs):"can'twaittogetoutofthisbed,

everythingisfallingapart"

.

.



.

.

*****

"Loveissubstance,lustanillusion,onlyinthesurge

ofpassiondothetwomingleinconfusion"(Calvin

Miller)

******

Tobecontinued

.

Sorryforthedelay,insertcominglater

[12/17,13:33] :Insert36

•

•

•

•

•

Afewdayslater



Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

Me:"it'snotabigdealguys

Andiswa:"notabigdeal?He'smarriedAmahle,why

isheonlytakingyou?"

Me:"hhhe'sjustgoingtoshowmethesitewhere

he'llbuildhisnexthospital

it'snotabigdeal,anndwe'llbestayingindifferent

rooms"

Luca:"Idon'tknowAmahle,Idon'tthinkit'ssafefor

youtogowiththisguy,doesyourboyfriendknow

aboutthis?"

Me:"hedoesn't,he'lltakeitthewrongway,andhe

wouldn'tallowme,I'mtellingyouguysbecauseI

trustyou,andifsomethinghappenstome,you



guyswillknowwheretolook,I'llsendyoulocation

whenIgetthere"

Andiswa:"fine,pleasedon'tdoanythingstupidwith

doctor,Iknowhe'sdrippingsaucebutplease

respectourhusbandLowell"

Me:"Iwwon'tdoanythingsstupid,don'tworry"

Luca:"okay,hopeyouenjoyyourtrip,pleasebe

safe"

Me:"IwillLuca"

Hesmilesandlickshislips

Luca:"okaythen,bye"

Me:"bye"

Hedropsthecallandit'sonlyAndiswaandIlefton

thevideocall

Andiswa:"thatboyscrushonyouisgettingdeep"

Me:"hhedoesn'treallyhaveacrushonme,Ithink

he'sjustbeingagoodfriend"

Andiswa:"right,ifyousayso,letmegonehchomi,

pleasetakealotofpictures



andIwantalldetailswhenyougetback"

Me:"Ican'ttakepictures,butI'lltellyouthedetails"

Andiswa:"okaykelove,byeee"

Me:"byeee"

Shedrops

Izipmybagfullofclothes,I'mexcitedandnervous

aboutthistripatthesametime.It'sFridayandI

skippedtheclassesIhadtoday,Iwouldn'thave

beenabletoconcentrate.

Ihearaknockatthedoor,Itakemybagsandhead

towardsthedoor

Noah:"hey,youready?"

Me:"yes"

Hetakesmybags

Noah:"let'shittheroad"

Ilockthedoorandfollowbehindhimtothecar,he

putsmystuffinthebootandwedriveoff

Noah:"we'lltakethejet,tobequicker"



Me:"okay...Iwon'tneedapassportright?"

Noah:"no,justyourID,youhaveitwithyou?"

Me:"yeah"

Noah:"okaythat'sallyouneed,ifwewereflyingout

ofthecountry,youwouldneedapassport"

Me:"ohhokay"

Heglimpseatmeflashingasmile

Me:"iiit'llbemyfirsttimeonaplane"

Noah:"really?"

Me:"yeah,I'mreallynervous"

Noah:"it'snotthatbad,don'tbenervous"

Me:"mmytummyisalreadyupset"

Noah:"you'llbefine,Iflyallthetime,it's

asmoothride,youwon'tevenfeellikeyouinthe

sky"

Me:"really?"

Noah:"yeah,you'llsee"



.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

I'mhappyI'mfinallyleavingLondonforAustralia

Iwasgettingsuffocatedbyprecious's

hornypresence,I'veneverbeenaround

agirlsohornyinmylife,okayIhavebut

I'veneverbeenaroundaforbiddenonetohave,

okayIguessLulamawasforbiddenwhenshe

marriedmybrother.OkaynevermindIhave,butit

wasdamnhardwithpreciouscauseIreallydidn't

wanttofuckher,IcareaboutAmahletoomuchto

hurtherinthatway.



I'mnowontheplanetoAustralia

Acallcomesthroughmyphone

Me:"hello?"

"CutyourtripinAustraliashort,there's

animportantmeetingthat'llbeheldattheoffice"

Me:"whatisitaboutMarcus?Mybusinessherein

Australiaisveryimportant"

"It'stheboardofdirectors,theycalleduponthis

meeting,I'mworriedaboutyourjob,yourfatherhas

beentotheofficewiththemandtheydidnotcome

outhappy,Ithinkhemightgetbackhisposition"

Me:"what?That'sbullshit,thatmandoesnotknow

whentobackoff"

Idropthecall,Iguessit'stimeImakehimbackoff

inmyownterms

Imakeanotherphonecall

"Boss"

Me:"Dave,there'ssomeoneIneedyoutotakecare

of"



"Whatservicesdoyouneedfrommeboss?"

Me:"Ineedyoutotorturehim,Ineedyoutotake

awayhisdignityasaman,makesureyouleavehim

asweakasever,erasehismemory,Ineedyouto

turnthisman'slifearound,thenmakeitlooklikehe

wasinacaraccident,Iwanthimtocomebacka

cripple...doyouunderstandthekindofchangeI

wantinthisperson'slife?"

"Iunderstandyouveryclearboss,justgivemethe

name,dateandtimeandyourwishismy

command"

Me:"BonganiNhlabathi,ontheMay14...I'llcallyou

backforthetimeandplace,whenI'msureofhis

plansonthatday"

"That'sinaweek,I'llgetmyguysready"

Me:"good"

Idropthecall,Ifeelmybloodboil,howdarehe

thinkshecanplaymelikeafool

HethinksI'mweak,well,I'llshowhimweak,I've

ignoredmyNhlabathigenesfortoolong,he'llknow



whatI'mmadeof,IguessI'llhavetocutmytrip

short,I'lljustusethisweekendandgethome

onSunday.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Amahle:"wwooowwthisplaceisbeautiful"

Me:"Iknewyou'dlikeit"

Amahle:"Iloveit"

Shelooksaroundinadmiration

Amahle:"howlongdidyousaywestaying?"

Me(laughs):"wehavetogobackSundaynightwe

haveworkandschoolMonday"



Shedropsherbagsandwalksaroundtheroom,she

walksouttothebalcony

Amahle:"thisisthebiggestbalconyever!

Lookattheseaview!"

Istandbythedoorframeofthesliding

doorandwatchherexplorethebalcony

Me:"it'sbeautiful,can'tsayitthemostbeautiful

thingI'veeverseen"

Shelooksbackatme

Amahle:"yyoummeanthere'ssomethingmore

beautifulthanthisplace?Liar!"

Ilaughather

Me:"Imeanifyoutookagoodlookinthemirror,

you'dseewhatImean"

Sheblushesandlooksbackatthesea

Amahle:"ohmygosh,comehere"

Iwalkuptoher

Shepointsdown



Amahle:"look!Thatpool,itlookslikethere'sno

fenceandthewaterwillistoofulllikeit'llspillout,

hhhowdopeopleswimthere"

Me:"it'sjustadesigntomakeitlookthatway,there

actuallyareallystrongtransparentfence"

Ipullherhandandwewalkdownthestairsfrom

thebalconythatleadsustothepoolarea

downstairs

Amahle:"whooaa,thisplaceisheaven,wegetto

stayinthiswholehouse?"

Me:"yeap,Irenteditforaweekend,itsbeenawhile

sinceI'vecamehere,Ioncehadplanstoactually

havealifeherebut...yeah,thatdidn'thappen"

Amahle:"I'dliketostayinahouselikethis

someday"

Me:"wellyougoingtobeadoctor,you'llaffordto

livehere,plusyou'llbemarriedtoamanwhoowna

multimillionairecompany"

Shelooksatme

Amahle:"ccanIbehonestwithyou?"



Me:"Iappreciatehonestymorethananything"

Amahle:"Idon'twishtogetmarried,Iwishtobe

independent,Iwanttoachieveallthis...(looking

around)onmyown,Idon'twanttobehelped,Ihate

feelinglikeIowepeopleforhelpingme,sometimes

IwishIfoundanotherwayoutoftheclub,withouta

man,Iwanttofallinlove,notbecauseyousaved

meorhelpedme,IwanttofallinlovebecauseI

genuinelyjustlikeyou..."

Me:"soyousayingyoulovemybrothercausehe

helpedyou?"

Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"no,IwasattractedtohimbbbeforeIknew

hecouldhelpme,hestartedmakingpromisesto

me,promisesofthingsIwasdesperatefor,my

freedomandmydreams,Iguessthatmademefall

forhim,thewayhecaredformeandwaswillingto

sacrificeforme....eventhoughit'snothowIwanted

tofallinlove,Idid,andnowI'mmadlyanddeeplyin

lovewithhimbecauseI'vegottentoknowthekind

ofpersonheis,he'snaturallykindandcaring,he's



honestandloyaltome"

Ichuckleathernaivety

Me:"ohhIndy,youaresoinnocent,Iactuallyfeel

sorryforyou,inthiscruelworld,peoplelikeyou....

Shefrownsatme

Amahle:"peoplelikemewhat?"

Me:"they'reoftentakenforgrantedandused....I

hopeyoudon'tletthisworldturnyouinto

somethingyounot,promiseme,you'llstaysane

andinnocentforever"

Amahle:"I'mnotinnocentNoah,lookatme,I'mhere,

farawayfromhome,inthisbeautifulromantic

placewithyou,insteadofLowell"

Ipullherclosertome

Me:"don'tfeelguilty,it'snotyourfaultthatyouhere,

it'smine...andeverythingthatwe'lldohere...it'llbe

myfault"

Amahle:"wwwhatdoyoumean?"

Me:"you'llsee"



WelockeyeswhileIcaresshercheek

Me:"come,let'slookaroundtherestofthehouse"

Shegigglesassheleadsthewayinside

Amahle(fancyaccent):"thiswayMrNhlabathi,I

hopeyoulikeourexoticluxuriousthreestory

penthouse...weonlywelcomethemostexclusive

guestsfromaroundthecountry....

Iburstintolaughterasshealsodoesasexy

catwalk

Me(Spanishaccent):"I'mlorrvingit,verymuch

señorita,¡Quéelegante!"

(Howelegant)

Sheturnstolookatme

Amahle:"youknowfrench?"

Me:"it'sespañolmamacita"

Amahle:"Spanish?Wow,youspeakitsofluently,

whendidyoulearnit?"

Me:"IusedtostudyinCuba,Ihadtolearnitcause

theytaughtuseverythinginspanish"



Amahle:"wow,howdidyoumanage?"

Me:"wehadtoputonEnglishtranslatorsoneour

ears"

Amahle(smiles):"tttellmesomethingnice,in

Spanish"

Me:"Erestanfea"

(Yousougly)

Sheblushes

Amahle:"whatdidyousay?"

Itrytoholdinmylaugh

Me:"youaresougly"

Shegaspsandhitsmyshoulder,Ilaughather

disappointedface

Amahle:"that'snotnice"

Me:"okay,okay...Estásrica"

Amahle:"Iddon'ttrustyouanymore"

Ilaughoutloudholdingonhershoulder

Me:"Isaidyouaresexy"



Shesquintshereyesatme

Amahle:"mxm,I'mgoingtogoogleit"

Shetakesherphone

Me(laughing):"youactuallygoingtogoogleit?"

Amahle:"e..s..tas...rica.."

Shelooksatherphoneforawhile

Shelooksupatmeandblushes

Amahle:"mmhokay,(speakingonthephone)how

doyousay,youaretheugliestpersonintheworld

inSpanish"

Googletranslatesforher

Amahle(brokenaccent):"ereslapersonamasfea

delmundo"

Ican'thelpbutlaugh,shereaditcorrectlybutshe

saiditinnormalenglishpronunciation

Me(laughing):"whoyoucallinguglyAmahle!"

Itrytograbherbutsherunsupthestairs,Igoafter

her



Me:"vuelveaquíseñorita"

(Getbackhereyounglady)

.

.

.

Bongani

.

.

.

I'mpacingupanddownasIwaitforNorah'sfather

tocomeoutofthebedroom,hewantedtotalkto

heraloneandit'sbeenalmostanhourwithhimin

there.

"AkuhlalekiphansiNhlabathi?'

(IsithardforyoutositdownNhlabathi?)

Ilookupathim

Me:"Buthelezi,akunjalo,ukuthinje

ngilindeleizindabaezinkulumayelananebizinisi"



(Buthelezi,it'snotlikethat,it'sjust,I'manticipating

bignewsfromthecompany)

Hemakeshiswaytomeandsitsonthecouch

Him:"hlalaphansi,sikhulumenjengamadoda"

(Sitdown,let'stalkasmen)

Isitdown

Him:"mydaughterdoesnotlookgoodatall,I

thoughtyoupromisedtotakegoodcareofher

manyyearsago?Kwenzenjani?"

(Whathappened)

Me:"I'vebeentakinggoodcareofheraspromised,

it'sjustthatshewasatthewrongplaceatthe

wrongtime,bekungamelekudubulekeyena"

(Shewasn'tsupposedtogetshot)

Him:"bekumelekudubulekebani?"

(Whowassupposedtogetshot?)

Me:"itwasarobberyatthebasementwhenshewas

comingfromtheshops,therobberwantedhercar

andallherstuff,beingthestubbornwifesheisshe



triedtofighthimandshegotshot...Iwasn'tthere,I

gotacallthatshewasinhospital"

Ireallyhopeshetoldhimthesamestoryorworld

warthreewillbreakloseatthismoment

Henods

Him:"foryoursake,Ihopeyoutwoaretellingthe

truth"

Me:"wewouldnevermakeupsomethinglikethis,it

hurtsmetoseemywifelikethat,andIseriously

don'tknowwhatI'ddowithouther"

Helooksatmesuspiciously

Him:"I'llbehereforawhile,IhopeI'mnot

intruding?"

Me:"awhile?"

Him:"yes,awhile,untilmydaughterfullyrecovers"

Inod

Me:"verywell,youarealwayswelcome"

Thisisnotgood,thisisnotgoodatall



.

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

.

Muzi:"ngifunaukuthiuyoqedelaumatricwakho,

khonauzokwaziukutholaumsebenziowufunayo"

(Iwantyoutogocompleteyourmatric,sothatyou

cangetanyjobyouwant)

Me(sighs):"Muzi,angizangengifikekumatric"

(Ineverreachedmatric)

Muzi(frowns):"wathikuminawayekaumatric,

ubungiqambelaamanga?"

(Youtoldmeyouleftschoolatmatric,wereyou

lyingtome?)



Me:"ngiyaxolisa,minaiskolongisiyeke

kwagrade10"

(I'msorrybutIleftschoolingrade10)

Muzi:"aiaiai,uyabonake?Ngekesizwane

masizoqambelanaamanga,ngekenjesizwane!

Okokuqalaungenzengakukholelwaukuthiumithi,

manjesekuyilokhu?"

(Youseenow?Wewillnevergetalongifwelieto

eachother,Never!Firstyouliedtomeaboutbeing

pregnant,nowthis?"

Muzi:"wozala"

(Comehere)

Hegetsuponhisfeet,fumingwithanger

Me(tearful):"Muzi..ngiyaxolisa,ngyacela,cela

ungangishayifuthi"

(I'msorry,please,pleasedon'tbeatmeupagain)

Hegrabsmebytheneckandthrowsmeonthe

floor,hepunchesmerepeatedlyonthefaceand

kicksmeallovermyfreshbruisesfromthelast



time,Iscreaminpain,begginghimtostop,Idon't

knowwhenmylovingMuzistoppedlovingme,but

whateverheturnedintonow,isawholedifferent

person.

Me(crying):"ngiyaxolisa!!!Muzi!!Ngiyaxolisaaaa!!

aaahhh!!!....

Mycriesfallintodeafearsashebeatsthelifeout

ofme

ThisiswhatIsacrificedmybabyfor?Ishould've

knownnothinggoodcamefromwitchcraft,no

matterhowmuchyousacrifice

.

.

.

*******

"Nothinghappensbychance,byfate,youcreate

yourownfate,byyouractionstoday"(Author)

*******

Tobecontinued



[12/17,13:33] :Insert37

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•

I'mwokenupbyabrightlightpiercingthroughmy

skin

Isitupandrubmysleepyeyes,Iyawnstretching

myarmsout.

IlookinfrontofmeandI'mmetbyabeautifulsea

view,thesunlooksreally

magicalabovethebluewater.



Igetupandkneelbesidethebedputtingmyhands

togetherasIfacedownclosingmyeyes.

Me:"heavenlyfather,Ijustwanttothankyouformy

lifethismorning,thankyouforprotectingmeonce

againandgivingmeanotheropportunitytowitness

yetanotherday,Iknowmostpeopledidn'treceive

thiskindofgraceofgettingupthismorningto

enjoyyourbeautifulcreationonearth.LordJesus,I

askyoupleaseprotectmefromthewickednessof

thisworld,thebadspiritsthatwannaconsumeme,I

praythatyouabolishtheminthenameofJesus,

withthesamebloodthatdrippedfromyouonthe

crosstosaveusfromoursins,Iaskyoucoverme

withitandprotectmefromwhateverevilisdone

againstme.

HeavenlyfatherIpraythatyoupleaseforgiveme

formysins,theonesthatI'vedoneunknowingly

andtheonesthatIdoknowingly.I'mnotaperfect

humanbeingandIaskyoutopleasecontinue

guidingmethroughtherightpath,Iaskforyour

forgivenessLordasIalsoforgivethosewhowrong

me,thosewhoaremyenemiesandwanttoseeme



fail,Ipraythatyoumendtheirevilbrokenhearts

father,maytheyfindpeaceintheirheartstoletgo

ofthedarknessandfindloveandhappiness.Lastly,

father,IpraythatyouprotectLowell,thankyoufor

sendinghimintomylife,I'llforeverbegratefulfor

him,Iaskformanyblessingsuponhim,please

shieldhimfromanysortofdanger.Iprayallthese

thingsfrommypureheart,inthemightynameof

JesusChrist,Amen"

"Amen"

IstartleasIjumpuptomytwofeet

Ilookathimstandingbythedoorcarryingatray

withfood

Iholdmychesttryingtocalmmyselfdown

Me:"yyyouscaredme"

Hesmilesandwalksin,heputsthetray

onthetableonthesideofthebed

Noah:"sorry,didn'tmeantostartleyou"

Me:"howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere"



Noah:"longenoughtoheareverythingyouprayed

for,thatwasthemostinnocentprayerI'veever

heard"

Me:"allprayerisinnocent"

Noah:"nahnotinmyworld,it'smyfirsttimehearing

someoneprayingfortheirenemies,forgoodand

notforpunishment"

Me(smiles):"well,ifJesuscouldprayforhis

crucifierstobeforgiven,thenweshouldalsobe

abletoprayforourenemiestobeforgiven,forthey

knownotwhattheydo"

Noah:"theworldneedsmorepeoplelikeyou

sweetheart.....

Hewalksclosertome,hetakesmyhandintohis

Noah:"youarerare....areyouawareofthat?"

Ilookdownatourhandslockedintoeachother,I

lookupathim

Noah:"eatup,takeabath,we'llgodowntothe

beachforawalk"

Me:"okay"



Noah:"asyoucansee,that'sallIcouldworkwith,

wedidn'tgettimetobuymuch"

Iletgoofhishandandwalktowardsthefood,it's

eggs,baconandtoastedbread

Me:"itlooksgoodtome"

Noah:"Itry"

Me:"didyoumakeforyourself?"

Noah:"no,I'mgood,letmeleaveyoutoeatandget

yourselfready"

Me:"okay"

Hewalksoutclosingthedoorbehindhim

Iheadtothebathroomtowashmyface

theneatmyfood.

Icleantheroombeforegoingtotakeabathand

gettingready,Iputonmy

offshouldermaxidress.

Iundomyhair,thentreatitwithhairproducts

beforecombingitout,itisahustletomaintainabig



Afro,Ialwaysplaitit,andeversinceIwas

introducedtoweaveithasmadelifeeasier,but

todayI'mlettingmyhairbreath.

AfterwhatseemedlikeanhourIwasreadytogo.

Igrabmylittlepurseandheadout.

IfindNoahchillingonthecouchwatchingsoccerin

thehugeTVscreen

Me:"I'mready!"

HelooksbackatmethenbackattheTVashe

switchesitoff.

Noah:"finally!Ithoughtyoufellasleepinthere"

Me(giggles):"No,Ididn'tthinkwewereinarush"

Noah:"wenot"

Heopenshisarmformetoputmineinhis,welock

armsandwalkout,heopensthecardoorforme

thendrivesusdowntothebeach,it'squieta

distanceawaywhichisnotwalkable.

Noah:"we'llstartatthemallfirst,sowecanpickup

afewthingsfordinner"



Me:"okay"

Noah:"youhavereallybeautifulhair"

Me(blushing):"thankyou"

Noah:"youshouldkeepitthiswayallthetime"

Me(laughing):"ahit'stoomuchwork"

Helaughs

Noah:"it'sworthitthough"

Me(laughing):"ormmaybeIshouldjustdo

dreadlocks,likeyou"

Noah(laughing):"plusyou'dlookfreakingsexyin

them....likeme"

Ilookathimwhilelaughingasheremoves

imaginaryhairfromhisface

Me(laughing):"slaykingmadoda"

Hefrownslookingatme

Noah:"whoyoucallingaslayking"

Helooksbackattheroad

Me:"You"



Noah:"mxm...(rollshiseyes)whatever"

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Blairisthrowingasmallgettogetherwithafew

friendsatherpaentshouseastheyaregoneon

business.Wegettingthesnacksandthemeat

ready,we'llmarinadethemeetandleaveitforlater

fortheguystobraai

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyouwentthroughthistrouble

justforthatboy"

Blair:"thisistheonlywayI'llfindoutifhe'sgayor

not,ifyouhadbefriendyourtwinsister,Iwouldn't

begoingthroughsomuchtrouble,"



Me:"I'mscared,whatwillIsaytoher?Heyit'sme

yourlonglosttwinsister?"

Blair:"no,justbefriendlyandhangoutwithher,

familiarizeyourselfwithher,doyouthinkshe

knowsthatyoulookalike?"

Me:"sheprobablynoticedbutneverputmuchinto

it"

Blair:"doyouthinkyoucanbeherfriendthough?I

meansheisdatingyourexman"

Me:"it'llbehard"

Blair:"oohhwaitIjustthoughtifsomethingreally

funny(laughing)....ifshemarriesLowell,she'llbe

yoursisterinlawandyourbloodsisteratthesame

time?Wait,ifwearesistersandwemarryinthe

samefamily,dowebecomesisterinlawsaswell?

orwedon'tusethattitlecausewealreadysisters?"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"Ithinkyou'vehadenoughofthosespace

muffinsyounglady,youspeakingnonsense"

Blair(laughing):"ohman,theworldissucha



confusingplace"

Me:"itis"

Blair:"butI'vemadeiteasierforyou,I'vebefriended

herfriendAndiswa,Ialsoinvitedhertotheparty

andtoldhertobringherfriends,sohopefullyshe'll

bringyoursisterandmycrush"

Me:"she'snotmysister,someofthesesangomas

arefakeandtheyscampeople,oncemyparents

confirmit,thenI'llbelieveit"

Blair:"eventhoughsheisthewalkingreflectionof

you?...o-kaay"

Wecarryongettingstuffready,it'sgoingtobe

reallyhardwatchingeveryoneenjoyingalcohol

whileIdrinkjuiceandwater,Ihatebeingpregnant

atthesametimeIcan'twaittohavemybabyinmy

hands,it'samazingthethingsyousharewithyour

unbornbabywhenyoualone,shealreadyknowsall

mysecretsanddeepestfears.

Afterafewhourstheguestsstartcomingin

Blair:"hey,Andiswa"



Theyshareahug

Blair:"thisismysisterLulama,weactuallyfriends

butnodifferentfromsisters"

Me:"nicetomeetyouAndiswa"

SheattemptsahugbutIstretchoutmyhandfora

handshake

Andiswa:"thisismyfriendLuca"

Ilookathimandhehashiseyesfixedonmehis

friendnudgeshimandhesnapsoutofit

Me:"haven'tyourparentstaughtyouthatit'srudeto

stare?"

Luca:"I'msorry,youjustlookalotlikesomeoneI

know"

Andiswa:"pleaseforgivehim"

Blair:"it'sokay,thesethingshappen,comeonguys,

thisway"

Sheleadsthewaytothelounge

Lucakeepsstealingglancesatme,Imustsay,he's

reallyhandsome,nowonderBlairiscrushingon



him,Idon'tknowwhywouldshethinkhe'sgay,he

looksverymanlytobeafirstyear,he'sprobably

twentysomething.

Blair:"where'syourotherfriend?"

Andiswa:"Oh,shecouldn'tcome"

Me:"why?"

Andiswa:"she'skindofanerd,she'snotintothese

kindofthings"

Blair:"oh,youdidtellherit'snotabigparty,it'sjust

asmallgatheringwithfewfriends"

Andiswa:"yeah,butassignmentscomefirst,she

canbetoofocused"

Me:"ohwow,sheseemslikeabore"

Andiswa:"notreally,she'scool"

Luca:"yeah,she'sreallycool"

Hegivesmeacoldlook

Me:"okaay"

Blair:"okayguys!,thankyouforcoming,andI'dlike



youguystowarmlywelcomeournewfriendstoour

smallcircle,AndiswaandLuca...soooasyouknow,

thenormalconversationsareboring,sowe'llgetto

knoweachotherthroughthegameswe'llplay

tonight,Imeanwhatbetterwaytoknoweachother

thanthroughfungames,sowe'llplay,truthordare

throughspinthebottle,andotherboardgames

beforethepartystarts!"

Me:"soundslikefuunn!"

Wegetthealcoholandthegameready

.

.

.

.

Bongani(Noah'sfather)

.

.

.

I'msittingintheloungewatchingTVwhenfatherin



lawdecidestogracemewithhispresence

Buthelezi:"Nhlabathi"

Me:"Buthelezi?"

Buthelezi:"wherearemygrandchildren,dothey

evenknowthatI'mhere?"

Me:"theyhavebusylives,theybothhave

demandingjobs,Lowellisgoneonbusiness,Noah

isprobablybusyatthehospital"

Buthelezi:"abasakwazinokuthathaisuku

olulodwanjeukuzobonauMkhuluwabo?"

(Theycan'teventakeonedayoff,tocomeseetheir

grandfather)

Me:"othingibatshele,hlampebazokwenzaisikhathi"

(Letmecallthem,maybethey'llmaketime)

Henods,ItakemyphoneandcallLowellfirst

"Hello"

Me:"hey,howareyou?"

"I'mbusy"



Theanswerscoldly

Me:"okay,yourgrandfatherishere,he'dliketosee

you"

"Whendidhegetthere?"

Me:"yesterday,whencanyoucomeover?"

"I'mcomingbacktomorrow,butI'llprobablysee

y'allduringtheweek"

Me:"okay,you'llletmeknowthen"

"Yeah"

Me:"howisbusinessgoingthatside?Areyou

winning?"

"Businessisfine"

Me:"comeonLowell,Ideservetoknow"

"Isaidit'sfine,I'mreallybusy"

Me(sighs):"fine,bye"

Hehangsup

Ilookatbutheleziwhokeepsstealingglancesof

meashe'swatchingsoccerontheTV



IcallNoah

"Hello?"

Me:"hey,wassup?"

"Allgood,wassupwithyou?"

Me:"I'mgood,yourgrandfatherishere"

"OhIknow"

Me:"youdo?"

"Yeah,Itoldhimaboutmom"

IlookathimwatchingtheTV,Igetupfromthe

couchandheadtomyoffice

Me:"whywouldyoudothat?"

Ilockthedoor

"It'shisdaughter,hedeservestoknow"

Me:"whatdidyoutellhim?Didyoutellhimthetruth

aboutwhathappened?"

"I'llleavethatforyouandmom,Ihopeyoudo,or

elseI'lldoit"

Me:"youshouldstayawayfromadultsituationsthat



don'tconcernyou"

"Oheverythingthathastodowithmymother,it

verymuchconcernsme"

Me:"youknowwhatwillhappenifhefindsoutthe

truth?"

"IKnow"

Me:"whywouldyouputusatrisklikethat?"

"Ireallydon'tcareanymore,I'mdoneprotecting

you"

Me:"Iseeyoudon'tlikehavingagrandfather

anymore,ifhefindsthetruthImighthaveto

terminatehim"

"Howdoyouknowhedoesn'talreadyknowthe

truth?"

Me:"youplayingmindgameswithme..fine...your

grandfatherwantstoseey'all,Isuggestyoucome

seehim"

"Iwillseey'allaftertheweekend"

Me:"whereareyou?"



"I'msomewherearound"

Me:"I'veseenhowcloseyou'vegottenwithyour

brother'sgirl,Ihopeyoubehavingyourself"

"Don'tworryaboutmeDad,focusonyourown

problems"

Hehangsupisighandleanbackonmychair.

Butheleziisgoingtobeaproblem,ifhelearnsthe

truth,he'llturnallmyguysagainstme,theywere

hisguysfirstbeforemineandtheyonlyloyaltome

becauseofhim.Thetraffickingandsellingofgirls

businesswasoriginallyhisandhegaveitoverto

meashewasgettingtoooldforthatlife.Witha

clickofafinger,hecouldgetridofme.ImetNorah

throughworkingforhim,shewasabadgirlwho

wasintobikingandhangingaroundbadguys,we

hatedeachotherbeforefallingforeachother,we

couldn'tbetogethercauseIwasalreadyina

relationshipandtheotherwomanwastooattached

toletgoofmebuteventuallyIhadtostandupto

herforhertobackoffthenwentontopursuemy

love.Herfatherdidn'tapproveofme,Iwasnotthe

kindofguyhewantedforhisdaughter,Iwasalow



lifecriminal,andhisdaughterwastooeducated

andgoodforme,herwantedhertofocuson

buildinghercareerandfindagoodeducatedguyso

thatshe'llownlegalbusinessesunlikehim.Ourlove

wastoostrongandrebellious,sheranawayfrom

KZNtocomestartalifewithme,shecontinuedto

buildherselfacompany,whichistheconstruction

company,withmyhelpforconnections,itturnedto

bebigrealquick.Herfatherlateracceptedour

relationshipwhenIwenttoaskforherhandin

marriage,heacceptedbutwantednopartofitand

madesurethatherdaughternevercomesbackto

himunlesssheisnolongerwithme.

Heneversupportedourrelationship,buthestill

keptmeinthebusinessandlatermademethe

leaderwhenhiswifepassedaway.Thingsbetween

NorahandIwereperfect,Ilovedherwithallmy

heartasIstilldotillthisday,afterNoahwasborn

thingsstartedchangingbetweenus,lotsofthings

camebetweenus,myunfaithfulwayswiththe

samewomanwhomIleftforher,shenevergaveup

thateasily,she'dalwayspopupwhenI'mhappy,my



loveforhermademetoxictowardsmyfamily,but

she'snotanexcuseIguess,Ihavebecomeabitter

man,whenyoualwayschasingforpowerand

respectinthestreets,whenyouhavebloodof

differentsoulsinyourhands,Iguessonecannever

staythesamepersontheywereyearsago.

ButonethingIknowisthat,everythingIdid,Ididit

formyfamily,mademistakesalongtheway,lost

mywaysanddirectionatsomepoints,butit's

alwaysbeenformyfamily,I'ddoanythingto

protectthem.ButsomehowIcan'tseemtoprotect

themfrommyself,intheprocessofbeingthebest

fatherandhusbandI'vebecomemyfamily'sworst

enemyandIdon'tknowhowtofixit.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.



.

It'sbeenanamazingdaywithAmahletoday,we

hadagreattimeatthemall

thebeachwasperfect,wehadaicecreamdatehad

alittlepicnicandplayednearbythewater,shedidn't

wanttoswimneitherdidI,itwasabitwindyforit.

I'vebeenreadytenminutesago,Icheckmywrist

forthetime,it'snowhalfpastfive,she'sbeen

gettingreadysincefouro'clock,Iguessallwomen

arethisslow

whengettingready.

Imakemyselfcomfortableonthecouchandwait

forher.Onethingmomtaughtmewastonever

rushawoman,nevertoldmewhy,shejustsaid,

neverrushawoman,speciallyifyoutakingherout

inthepublicwithyou.IrespectmymothersoItake

heradvice.

Ihearheelscomingdownthestairs,Ilookupather

andmyjawliterallydropsatthesight,Imean,I

knewthedresswouldlookbeautifulonher,Ididn't

expectittochangeherintoacompleteangel,ifshe



hadroyalblood,Iwouldn'targue,herbeautifuldark

skinshinesthroughthereflectionoflight,her

perfectlypuffyAfroisneartlystyled.

Shesmiles.MyGod!Hersmile!Goshhersmilegets

meeverytime,it'ssocontagious.

"Sorrytokeepyouwaiting"

Myeyesexplorehercurvesandallheredges

"Lwandle!"

Ilookatherintheeyes

Me(smiles):"youaresofuckingsexy"

Sheshysawayfrommyeyesandlaughs

Me:"I'mserious,youlooklikeaqueen,agoddess,

yougorgeous"

Sheblushessmilingatme,Icouldstareather

forever,Imustgiveittomybrother,hesureknows

howtopickthem

Amahle:"ththankyouforthisdress,andtheshoes,

andthejewelry,Ilovethem"

Me:"didyouseehowbeautifulyouarethough?"



Amahle:"youexaggerating"

Me:"I'mnot,I'mhappyIdidn'twastemymoney"

Shegiggles,Ibitemyliptothesoundofhergiggles,

Iswearitturnsmeon.

Amahle:"shallwe?"

Shestretchesherhandtome

Me:"weshall"

Welockarmsandwalkout,Idriveustothe

restaurant

Amahle:"sssowhwhereareyoutakingme?"

Me:"thebungalowrestaurant"

Amahle:"whywegoingsoearly?"q

Me:"Idon'twantustomissthesunset,Iswear,it's

themostbeautifulviewever"

Amahle(smiling):"mmh,Isee,haveyou'vebeen

therebefore?"

Me:"once,butnotforpleasurebutforbusiness"

Amahle:"oh,okay,Ican'twait"



Ismileathershesmilesback

Wearriveatthebeachbytheboats

Amahle:"where'stherestaurant?"

Me:"firstwegoonaboatride,sowecanwatchthe

sunset"

Shesmileswidely

Amahle:"wow!Firstaplanenowaboat,(screams)

thisisthebestweekendever!!"

IlaughasIleadherinsidetheboat

Me:"thisway"

Wegostandbytheedgeoftheboatnearit'sfence

onthefront

Sheholdsontomearoundmywaistbehindme

Me:"youscared?"

Amahle:"yeah,it'sabbitscary"

IpullhertostandinfrontofmeasIholdherfrom

behind

Me:"don'tworrysweetheart,Igotyou"



Thesunstartssetting

Amahle:"it'sevenmorebeautifulwhensetting

behindthesea,lllookatthecolorsreflectingonthe

water"

Me:"it'smagical"

Iplacekissesonherneck,sheleansherheadback

onmyshoulderallowingmy

kisses.

Afterafewhourswewereattherestauranthaving

dinneroverfunconversations.

Amahle(laughing):"whywouldyoudothattoyour

brotherthough!"

Shecan'tstoplaughing

Me(laughing):"Iwasjustmessingwithhimasusual,

Ididn'tthinkhe'dliterallyrunforsolong"

Amahle(laughing):"hhowdidhefindhiswayback

home?"

Me:"whenherealizedheranquietadistanceheand

realizedthathewaslosthewalkedbacktillhe



foundhisway(laughingoutloud)...hecameback

homearoundeighto'clockatnight,waaypasthis

curfew,yohhthehidinghealmostgotfrommom..

Amahle:"ohno!Itwasyourfaultthough...

Me:"Ihadtostopmomandtellonmyself,guess

what?"

Amahle:"what?"

Me:"webothendedupgettingthehiding"

Wecrackuplaughing

Amahle(wipinghertears):"awwmybabygotin

troubleallbecauseofyourstupidpranks"

Me:"hesurvived,he'sgottenmeintotroubletooso

manytimes,soweareeven"

Amahle:"youguysarecrazy"

Me(smiles):"yeah,wewerereallytight"

Amahle(frowns):"were?Aren'tyoustilltight?"

Me(sighsandsipondrink):"weare,butyouknow,

somethingschangedIguess"



Shenods,Iseeshe'stemptedtoaskbutshe

refrains.

Wecontinuetalkingandthewinekeptcoming,she

wasenjoyingitsomuchshekeptwantingmore,I

hadtostoponmythirdglassasaresponsible

driver.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Iheadbacktomyhotelroomafterasuccessfulday.

I'mhappyIgottodo

everythingIcamehereforallinoneday,IthoughtI

would'veneededaweekto

preparemyself,butIguessit'sinmy



genestoimpress,Ididn'tneedmuchpractice,I

signedyetanotherbigdeal

Thismeansmoremoney,themoremoneythe

easierit'llbetoaffordanykindofmaterialweneed,

soonwe'llbeworkingwiththegovernmentifwe

carryoninthispace.

Irefusetogetthiscompanytothetoponlytobe

sidelinedatthebottom,I'mkeepingthisposition,no

matterwhatittakes.

Ithrowmyshirtonthecouchandmypants,Ipour

myselfsomewhiskey,Icouldusemygirlnexttome

forcelebrationrightnow,Ineedtoreleaseallthis

tenseness,onlyAmahlecanmakemefeelcalm

aftermakinglove,Ineedhercalmauroraaround

me,givingmeanicemassageandencouragingme

todogreater.FuckImisshersomuch.

Itakemyphoneandlookthroughourpictures

together,Ifirstthought,whatattractedmetoher

wasthefactshelookslikelulamaabit,butI'mnow

surethatI'veneverlovedlulamathewayIlove

Amahle,ifIdid,Iwould'vefoughtforourlove,I



wouldn'thaveallowedNoahtomarryher.Iwouldn't

wantanyonetakingAmahlefromme,Ishouldreally

stopmyfoolingaroundbeforeIloseher,women

haveawayofalwayscatchingacheatingman,it's

timetobesomeonedifferentforachange,Inever

thoughtI'deverwanttochangeforanygirleverin

mylife,butnow,I'vefinallyfoundsomeoneI'm

actuallyafraidtolose.

Ipressonhernumberandcallher

itrings

"Thenumberyouhavedialed....

Iswitchitoff,she'sprobablyasleep

letmetryheragain

Itgoestovoicemailagain.

Iputmyphoneaway,I'llseehertomorrowanyway.

ItakeasipofmywhiskeyasIcontinueadmiring

herpictures.

.

.



.

Noah

.

.

.

Me:"whoa,watchyourstep"

Iholdherjustintimeasshetrippedbythedoor

Amahle(laughing):"oops,closeone!"

Ilaughatherclumsiness

Me:"sitdown,I'llgogetyouwater"

Amahle:"II'mnnotthirstyNoah!"

Me:"Iknow"

Ileaveherbythecouchandheadtothekitchen,it's

anopenplandesignsoIcanseeherfromthe

kitchen

Amahle:"Noah!"

Me:"yes?"



Iwalktoherholdingwater

Amahle:"sssoareyoulike,NoahasinNoah'sArk?"

Ilaugh

Noah:"here'syourwater,drinkup"

Shedrinksabitthenputsitinthefloor

Amahle:"ddidyoubuildthewhhooolearkby

yourself?Howcomeareyoustillsoyoung?"

Shegetsupandwrapsherarmsaroundmyneck

Amahle:"youshouldbelooongdeadMr...before

christ,evenJesuswasn'tbornyet"

Shelaughsoutloud

Amahle:"isthatwhyyouloveboatssomuch"

IlaughasIpickherupshegiggles

Amahle:"rowrowrowtheboatupanddownthe

sreeeaammerrilymerrily,lifeisboutadreeaam....is

thatthelullabyyourmomusedtosingforyou

Noah?"

Me(laughing):"youenjoymakingfunofmedon't



yousweetheart?"

Shesighssmilinglookingatmeintheeyes

Amahle:"sweetheart,whydoyoucallme

sweetheart?"

Iputheronthebed

Me:"becauseyouraresweetandyouhaveakind

heart...youareasweetheart"

Shegiggles,Ihelphertakeoffherclothes,shesits

ontheedgeofthebed

Amahle:"letmehelpyoutoo"

Imoveclosertoherasshestartsundressingme

slowly,shestaresatmyabbs

Amahle(whispers):"youhaveabeautifulbody"

Me:"thankyou"

Amahle:"canItouchit?"

Isitonthebednexttoher

Me:"sure"

Shetouchesthesideofmyshoulder



Amahle:"nicetattoo"

Me:"thanks"

Shebrushesherhanddownfrommychesttomy

belly,Iclosemyeyesenjoyinghertouchallovermy

body,Ifeelmyselfgettinghard

Iopenmyeyesandoureyeslock.

Iattackherwithakiss,shekissesmebackwith

justasmuchpassion.

IpushheruptothemiddleofthebedasIgetontop

ofherandenjoythetasteofeveryinchofherbody

onmylips,Islidedownherpanties,herpussyis

justasbeautifulasIthought,Irubmyfingeralong

hersealedpussylipsasourtonguestwirleach

other

Iplacedmylipsonhercleancoochie,Ipartedit

withmyfingersasIstartedfrenchkissingit,

nibblingandsucking,hermoansassuredmeIwas

doinghergood,damn,itwasadelicioustorment.

Hertoescurledwrappingherlegsaroundmyneck,

lockingmebetweenher,myhandsrestedonher



buttasIsuckedherdrippingjuicesaftershe

released.IrubmypainfullyharddickasIgobackto

herlips.

Iwrappedmymusculararmaroundherneck,

forcingherdownwithamenacingair,asshe

gaspedinsurprise.

Irubmythrobbingdickonher,Ishouldn'tbedoing

thiswhileshe'sdrunk,butit'stoolatetostop

myselfnow,I'mwaytooturnedon,Imightgocrazy

ifIdon'thaveherrightnow,I'veheldmyselfback

forsolong,bythefireinhereyesIcantellshehas

beenlongingformetoo.

Me(whispers)“I’mgoingtotakeyounow,”

Ifeltherstomachsuckingin,herheartbeatingout

ofherchestagainstmythuddingchest.Herhands

runningallovermybodynotsurewheretoholdon

to.

ThisconfirmsthatshewantedmejustasmuchasI

wantedher,yettherewasatingeoffearinhereyes

Icouldn'tavoid.

Me:"it'sokaysweetheart...I'mnotgoingtohurtyou,I



promise"

Irammedmyselfinsideherandshearchedin

surprise,strugglingagainstmyhold,butIwas

simplytoostrong.

Mymuscleswerelikeiron,keepingherinavicegrip.

Shewasminecompletely,todowithasIpleased.

Ifeltmyselfstretchingpartsofhertiny

coochie,whyisshestillsotight,mybrothermust

notbehittingitright.

"AahhhNoah!Begentle"

Shemoansoutloudpleadingwithme

Ifindmyselfwantingmorewitheverythrust,Isped

up.Sheshiftedherhipstomakeiteasier.Aftera

while,Icouldseeatearwellupatthecornerofher

eye.Thetipofhernoseflushed.Shepattedmy

shoulderagain.Ifindmyselfmoaningandgroaning,

beinginsideofheristhebestfeelingI'veeverfelt

mywholelife.

Me:"shouldIkeepgoingsweetheart?"



Shenodded

"Keepgoing..aahh....

Igotupandpickedherlegsupplacingthemover

myshoulders,Ithrustpickingupthepacegetting

ontopofherwithherlegsbetweenus

Ifeelherlegsshakingassheletsoutoneloud

moan,Ifeelherwarmjuices

slidedownmydick,Icontinuefuckingherharder

andfaster,untilIcouldn'tholditinanymore,my

groansclashingwithhermoansandlikean

unexpectedseawaveIcum,Ipulloutlettingmy

sperms

coverthetopofherbeautifulcooch.

Irestontopofhernotwithmyfullweightandkiss

hersweetlips.

Amahle(breathlessly):"weshouldn'thavedonethat"

Me:"Iknow"

Amahle(whispers):"fatherforgiveusforoursins"

Me:"forgiveusindeed"



Iwalktothebathroomtofetchatoweltoclean

ourselvesup,Ifindherpassedout,sleeping

peacefullywithasmileonherface,Iwipeherclean,

beforegettingonthebed,Icuddleherfrombehind,

Ikisshercheek

Me:"goodnightsweetheart"

.

.

.

.

*******

"Theforbidden-nessofafruit,makeseventhetaste

ofalemonsweet....asthereisacharmaboutthe

forbidden,thatmakesitunspeakably

desirable"(unknown)

*******

Tobecontinued
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•

•

•

•

•

Noah

•

•

•

•

•

Islowlyopenmyeyesasthebrightlight

penetratespainfullythroughmyeyes

Ilookdownonmychestandshe'ssleeping

comfortablywrappedaroundme,herface

squashedagainstmychestwithhermouthabit

openwithabitofdroolcomingoutthesideofher

mouth.



Ireachforthesmallremoteandpressthebuttonto

makethecurtainsclose

andtheroombecomesabitdarker.

Iwrapmyarmsaroundherthenplaceakissonher

forehead.

Iwonderifshecanfeelmyboneragainsthercooch

Me(whispers):"hlehle....wakeup"

Irubmyhandupanddownhernakedback,Itapmy

dickonherpussy,sheletsoutasoftmoan

Me(whispers):"wakeupbaby"

Sheliftsherheadupalittle,shelooksatmychest

thenwipeshermouthandmychest,shelooksupat

me,shegaspsinsurpriseasshemovesabitaway

fromme

Me:"goodmorningsweetheart"

Amahle:"Lwandle?...

Shelooksathernakedselfthencoversherbody

withthesheetwithherjawdroppedinshock

Amahle:"didwe?....



Me:"youdon'tremember?"

Shecoversherfaceinshame

Amahle:"IIthoughtIwasdreaming"

Me:"No,ithappenedforreal,ohman,areyoufeeling

ashamed?"

Shelooksatme

Amahle:"yeah...weshouldn'thave...ohmyGod...this

issowrong...Ihhhatemyself"

Me:"I'msosorry,Ishouldn'thavesleptwithyouat

thatstate,youwereprettydrunk,Iwasn't

drunk...youmakemesoweak,Iwassupposedto

resistyou,I'msorryifyoufeellikeItookadvantage"

Amahle:"it'sokay,it'snnnotyourfffault...I

rememberwhatIdid...IknewwhatIwasdoing...I

guessthealcoholdidtakepartinmybehavior,

bbbutIwasfullyawareofwhatwasgoingon...iits

justnowthatI'msober,itfeelslikeitwasadream,

causeitwassowrong...

Me:"butitfeltgood..itfeltright..."

Shesighsandsitsback



Amahle:"it'snotsupposedtofeelright"

Imoveclosertoher

Me:"Amahle"

Amahle:"hm?

Me:"doyouregretwhathappenedbetweenuslast

night?"

Sheremainsquietandshrugshershoulders.

Me:"ifyouwerenotdrunk,wouldyouhaveresisted

me?"

Amahle:"yeah...Iwould've.."

Sherespondsuncertainly

Imovemyfaceclosertoherear

Me(whispers):"really?"

Shenodsslowly,Icaressherfromhertummytoher

boob,Imassageitinmyhanditfeelssowarm,soft

andpalmy

Iturnherfacetofaceme,Ikissherlips

shepushesmebackandlooksatme



Amahle(whispers):"whyareyoudoingthistome"

Me:"tellmetostop,andI'llstop"

Shelooksintomyeyesforawhilethenleansinfor

akiss,deepeningit.

Ipullhertogetontopofme,shemovesherwaist

incircularmotionontopofmyharddick,Imoveher

waistupabitsoIcaninsertmydick

Shebreaksthekissandlooksatme

Amahle:"Ican'tdoitfromthetop"

Me:"I'llteachyou"

Ipullherbackontomylips

Islowlyslidemydickinher,shegaspsinsurprise

asshetriestotakeitinbyslowlysittingonitasit

slidesfurtherinsideofher

Iplacemyhandsonherbuttcheeksandhelpher

moveupanddown

Me:"justlikethat...aahhfuck..yes...mmhbounce

yourselfonitbabe..

Shesitsupwithherhandsonthesidesofmywaist



shestartsbouncingupanddown,Isqueezeher

buttcheeks,shelaysherbodyonmeasIfuckher

fromunder,myotherhandgrippingaroundherneck

"AahhhuuuuhhhNooaahh...!"

Islideout

Me:"getonyourknees"

Shegoesonherkneeswithherhandsonthebed,I

adjustherarmstobestraightcausingherbackto

bendfurthertillherassisalloutandexposed

Me:"justlikethatsweetheart,likeyoudowhenyou

praiseGod"

Isitbehindherandadmireherbeautifultinypussy

beforespittingonitandgentlyrubbingmyspit

togetherwithhercreamIblessmytonguewithitas

Isuckandnibble,blowandlickoverandoveragain

She'smoaningsoftlyenjoyingmeeatingherpussy.

Irubmyhardwetdickonherclitsforawhile

teasingher,sheturnstolookatme,thedesperation

inhereyesishardtomiss

Islideinslowly,shemoansandIstartmovingin



andout,movingmywaistincircles,backandforth

asIincreasethepacefuckingherharderand

faster...Ipullherasstobounceonme,Istopandlet

herdotheworkforabitasshebouncesherason

mydickasifshe'stwerking,it'sabeautifulsight

watchingherbigcheekswiggleandtappingonmy

tummy

IbendalittletoplaywithherboobsasIkissheron

theshoulder

Islidoutandrestagainstthepillow

Me:"getontop,andfacethatway"

Shegetsontopfacingmyfeet,Islidebackinher

soakingwetcreamypussy

thenshestartsbouncingagain,Iwatchasherass

bouncesonme,fuck!myhandsnotsurewhereto

touchIdecideonherwaist,shemovesslowly,then

picksthepaceupmovingfaster

"Aahhhfuckfuck!Amahle!Shit!"

ItrytosuppressmygroansbutI'mfailingshefeels

sogood,I'moncloudnineandthere'snocoming



down,IcanfeelthatI'mveryclose

Iflipherovergettingontopandspeedingup

fuckingherevenharder

Shescreamsoutloud

"OhNoooo!I'mgonnapeeeee!"

Andjustlikethatshesquirts,herjuices

sprayingoutofherpunani,Itakemydickoutand

theysprayonmytummyIcontinuefuckinghertillI

nutinsideherburyingmyselfdeepinsideofher,her

legsshakingshakinglikecrazyasshecontinues

squirtinguncontrollably

Ifrenchkissherlipsonelasttimebefore

pullingoutandcollapsingnexttoher

Tryingtocatchourbreathaswebothfacethe

ceiling

She'sstillmoaningwithherlegsopen

Amahle:"aahh,it'snnotssstopping...aahh....

Igetupandlookbetweenherlegs



Me(smiling):"fuckbabe,youasquirter"

Irubbedherasshecontinuedreleasing

Amahle(moaning):"ththishasnever,happenedto

mebefore...mmh...willitstop?"

Me:"it'llstop,itlastlongerforsomewomen,shit,

yourpussylookssopretty"

Amahle:"Ishshouldgotothetoilet,iitswettingthe

bbed"

Me:"it'sokaylove,wetthebed"

Shelaysdowntryingtorelax,Iturnherfacetolook

atme,Ikisshertryingtodistractherfromwhat's

happeningtoherasImassageherpussy,aftera

whileshewasrelaxedandshestoppedsquirting

Shepullsoutfromthekiss

Amahle:"allthis...us...iiiitendshereincape

town...whwhenwegettoJoburg,please,let's

respectmyrelationshipwithLulonkeandyour

relationshipwithyourwife,please...Ireallydon't

wannalosehim"

Me:"itendshere,Iagreewithyou"



Ipeckherlips

Me:"let'sgotakeashower"

Igetupandpickherupasweheadtothebathroom

Amahle:"I'mscaredoftheshower,IInneveruseit"

Me:"scaredoftheshower?Comeon,it'sharmless"

Amahle:"Ineveruseit,it'sscary"

Iputherdownandlookather

Me:"haveyoueverplayedintherain?"

Shenods

Me:"it'snodifferentfromthat,justthatyou'llbe

naked,andyoucancontrolthisrain,whetheryou

wantitheavyorlight,coldhotorwarm,come,let's

tryittogether,ifyoufeelscared,tellme,I'llstopthe

water"

Shelooksatmethoughtfully

Amahle(smiles):"okay"

Wegetintheshower

Me:"ohshit,mytowelisinmyotherroom"



Amahle:"it'sokay,wecanusemine"

Me(smiles):"wellthankyoumamacita"

Iopenthewatershemovesbacktowardsmewith

herbackagainstme

Iholdheraroundthewaist

Me:"it'sokay,it'sjustwatersweetheart"

Iletthewaterrun,shefacesmelettingthewaterhit

herback,Ipushherfurtherinthemiddleasthe

waterhitsusbothfromthetop

Me:"haveyoueverkissedsomeoneundertherain?"

Sheshakesherhead

Me:"meneither"

Amahle:"really?"

Sheaskslookingdown

Me:"yeah,Iwannatryit,withyou"

Ipullherchinup,shecloseshereyestonotget

waterinhereyes,Ibendmyheadabitclosertoher

faceandsuckinherbottomlip,shesucksonmine



toothenwekisspassionately,Ibreakthekissafter

awhile

Me:"howwasit?"

Amahle:"Ilikedit,hhowwasitforyou?"

Me:"Ilikedittoo"

Iputsoaponthetowelandwashherbody,she

doesthesameforme,ourinnocentshowerturned

outnotsoinnocentwhenshewentdownonme

aftergoingdownonher

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

IjustfinishedhavingbreakfastandI'mreadyto



leave

Me:"thanksforhostingmeasalways,Ienjoyedmy

weekend,andthanksfornotallowingmetofallinto

thetemptationofthealcohol"

Blair:"Idon'tknowwhyyoustillthankme,thisis

yourhometoo,butanyway,what'stherush?"

Me:"I'vebeentakingcookinglessonsandIwantmy

hubbytocomebacktoanicehomecookedmeal,

helovesthose,he'sbeentreatingmesogood,no

matterhowcrazybitchIgoonhim"

Blair(chuckles):"wheredoesyoursolovinghusband

alwaysgoonweekendsanyway?"

Me:"whyyouaskinglikethat?HegoestoKZNfor

business,hestillworksparttimeforhisfather's

companyandalsohehastheclub,hesometimes

buysomestockinKZN"

Blair:"mmh,aiifyousayso"

Me(frowns):"what?Whyyoubeinglikethat?"

Blair:"noit'snothing,I'mjustshockedontheway

youtrustyourman,younotevenbotheredthathe's



sofarawayfromyouorwho'sbusyseducinghim

thatside"

Me:"ohno,Noahisnotlikethat,hedoesnot

entertainwomen,youknowIusedtothinkmaybe

he'sgay?Hewasjustalwayssofocusedoneither

hisbooksorbusinessnevertheladies,eventhough

theladiesliterallythrowthemselvesathimbuthe

wasnotaboutthatlife,he'sonlyeverbeeninlove

once,I'mthesecond,andwhenhelovesheloves

massively"

Blair:"somemenarereallygoodathidingtheir

cheatingways,bytreatingyouextragoodsoyou

don'tnoticethathe'sgivinganotherwomanhis

attentionaswell"

Me:"whereisallthiscomingfrom?Noahisnota

cheater...endofstory,youstartingtopissmeoff"

Blair:"sohejustforgaveyou,(clicksfingers)just

likethat,aftercheatingonhim,nopunishmentno

revengenothing?He'streatingyoulikeaqueenasif

nothingeverhappened?"

Me:"exactly,Iknowitshardforyoutobelievecause



youusedtotheseuncontrollablecheatingmen,but

Noahisdifferent,hehasalotgoingoninhislifeto

eventhinkaboutcheating,andbesides,ifhewere,

I'dknow,menaretheworstwhenitcomestohiding

theircheatingways,fromKZNhealwayscomes

backsohornyandhungryforme,oncehestops

givingthatenergywhenhecomesback,I'llknow

thathe'sgettingitfromsomeoneelse,trustme,the

energyhehasinbedistoomuchtodoittotwo

womenwithjustasmuchenthusiasm...twodays

don'tgobywithouthimhungryforsex,oncethat

stops,it'llbethefirstgiveaway"

Blair:"Ihearyou,butweren'tyoutheonetellingme

theotherdayaboutthelipstickonhislipsandthe

cologne?"

Me:"itwasthefirsttime,hehadn'tsleptwithher,he

explainedtomewhathappened,aboutoneofthe

doctorsthattriedtoseducehim,kissedhim

unexpectedlyandhepushedherback,onedayI'll

findthatdoctorandtakecareofher,everywoman

hecheatsonmewithisagonner,andoncehe

realizesthatallwomenhecheatswithdisappear,



he'llstop"

Blair:"damn,Idon'twishtobethosewomen,okay,I

seeyougotyourmanonaleach,keepittightlike

that"

Me:"Iwill"

Blair:"I'llseeyouwhenIseeyouthen"

Wehugandkissonthecheeks

Me:"byebye"

Iheadoutanddrivehome,Ishouldpickout

somethingsexyforhimaswell

.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.



.

Idecidedtoflybackearlyintheafternoonaftermy

morningmeeting.

I'mnowonmyflightbackhome,I'mexcitedto

sharethegoodnewswithmybaby,she'llbeso

proud,she'sallIcanthinkaboutandthethoughts

ofallthethingsthatIwannadotoherhavebeen

hauntingmemiserably.

Afterhoursontheplanefallingasleepandwaking

upIfinallyarriveattheORTamboairport

Iwalktomycarpullingmybags

"Hey"

Awhitechickgreetsme

Me:"hey"

Her:"areyouvisitingSouthAfricaaswell?"

Shehasanaccentwhichconfirmsshe'snotsouth

African

Me:"No,thisishome,Ijustcamefromabusiness

trip,younotfromhereareyou?"



Her(laughs):"No,I'mhereforbusiness,I'llbehere

foramonth,I'mgladIbumpedintoyou,I'mtryingto

makefriends"

Me:"oh?"

Shefiddlesinherpursethenhandsmeasmallcard

Her:"that'smycontactdetails,ifyoueverfree,we

canhangout?"

Me:"yeaahsure"

Shelooksintomyeyesandflashesmeacutesmile

Her:"IhopeI'llhearfromyousooncutie"

IputmyhandinmypocketandstopwalkingasI

lookather

Me:"givemeyourphone"

Shehandsittome,Itypeinmynumber

Me:"incaseIforget,I'maverybusyman,soyou

canhitmeup"

Sheblushes

Her:"okay,bye..uhmIcan'tkeepcallingyoucutie?"



Me:"Lowell"

Her:"oh,I'mOlivia"

Me:"nicetomeetyouOlivia"

Olivia:"nicemeetingyoutooLowell"

ShewalksfasteraheadofmeasIheadtomycar,

whereIleftit,Iputmybagsinthebackanddrive

off,it'snowaroundsixintheevening,Ifirstpassed

bytheshopstobuyafewjunkfoodforus,andalot

oficecreamandsnackscauseIknowsheloves

them.

ShellalsolikethestuffIgotforherinAustralia.

Igettoherapartment,Iparkandtakethestufffrom

thebootandheadinsidethehouse,IknockcauseI

havetoomanythingsonmetousemyownkey.

Iknockagainafewtimes,it'sdark,maybeshefell

asleep?

Me:"argh,wherearethosekeys"

IknockagainasIcannotfindmykeys

Iheadtothecarandfindthembytheholenextto



thegear

Itakemorestufffromthecarbeforelockingitand

headingbacktothehouse,Iunlockandmakemy

wayinputtingthestuffbythelounge,Iheadback

tothedoortofetchmore.

Iplacethemallatthelounge

Me:"honey!I'mhome!"

Iexcitedlyrushtothebedroomandswitchonthe

lights,tomysurprisethebestisfreshlymadeand

lookslikenoonesleptonitinawhile

Me:"babe!?"

Ilookatthebathroomswitchingonthelights,she's

nothere

Me:"whatthehell?Wherecouldshebeona

Sunday"

Itakemyphoneoutmypocketandcallher,she

doesn'tpickup,Itryheracoupleoftimesbutshe

doesn'tpick.

IcallherfriendLuca



"Hello?"

Me:"heyLucamyman,doyouhaveanyideawhere

Amahleis?She'snotatherplace?"

"Oh,youback?"

Me:"yeahIjustarrived"

"OhIthoughtyouonlycomingbacknextweekend"

Me:"thingschanged,doyouknowwheresheis?I'm

worried"

"Ohuhm,shesaidshe'llsleepoveratAndiswa's

housefortheweekendtodoaschoolassignment

together"

Me:"oh,butsheshouldbebackbynow,doesn'tshe

haveclassestomorrow?"

"Oh,shewasgoingtoleavewithAndiswathenext

morningtoclassbeforecomingback"

Me:"ohokay,thanksman"

"Okaycool,don'tworry,she'ssafe"

Me:"okayman,waitcanyougivemeAndiswa's

numberthroughWhatsApp"



"Okay"

Me:"cool"

Ihangup,afterafewminuteshesendsit,Isiton

thecouchandcallherimmediately

"Hello?"

Me:"hey,Andiswa,it'smeLowell,Amahle's

boyfriend"

"Oh,yeah,hey?Howareyou?"

Me:"I'mfine,whyisn'tAmahlepickingupmycalls?"

"UhmI'mnotsure"

Me:"canyoupleasegiveherthephone,Iwanna

speaktoher"

"Oh..uhm..wait...

Me:"okay....

"Uhm,she'sfastasleep"

Me:"wakeherup,Ineedtospeaktoher"

"Ican't,pleasecallabitlater"

Ifeelmybloodstartingtoboil,I'mgettingangryand



Ifeellikesomethingisnotright

Me:"justwakeherupwillyou,she'snotgoingto

die!"

"Youdon'thavetoshoutatme"

Me:"fine,givemeyourlocation,I'mcomingtopick

herup"

"Okay,wait,I'llwakeherup,thenwe'lldriveher

backhome,Idon'twannawakeheruphurriedly,she

wasinpainbeforeshefellasleep"

Me:"whatever"

Ihangup

Me:"Nxa!"

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.



.

Afteralongridefromtheairportheparksoutside

theestate

Me:"Ihhadagreatweekend,thankyousomuch,I'll

neverforgetit"

Noah:"weshoulddoitagainsomeothertime"

Me:"No,lwandle,thatwasthelasttime,wecan

neverdoanythinglikethiseveragain"

Noah:"tobehonestAmahle,Idon'tknowifI'llbe

abletostayawayfromyoulikeyourequested,butif

it'sreallywhatyouwant,I'llkeepmydistance"

Me:"please,I'daappreciatethat,IIddon'twantto

comebetweenbrothersandwebothdon'thaveto

hurtthepeoplewelovethismuch,alotofpeople

willgethurtbecauseofthis"

Noah:"Iknow,Iunderstand"

Isighasmyheartpoundsagainstmychestinfear

Me:"I'msoscared,Idon'tknowhowI'mgoingto

faceLulo,Ifeelsoguilty,I'vebetrayedhimso

much"



Ifeeltearsthreatenmeasguiltoverwhelmesmeas

IthinkofeverythingthathappenedbetweenNoah

andI

Me:"pppleasepromiseme,we'lltakethisonetothe

grave"

Noah:"Ipromiseyou"

Hetakesmyhandintohis

Noah:"I'llmissyou"

Ilookathim,Ihatehowhemakesmefeel,Idon't

wanttofeelthiswayforhim

Me:"I'llmissyoutoo"

Mywordsbetrayme

HeleanstowardsmeIalsoleaninandwekiss

Ipullout,hedrivesintheestate,myheartliterally

almostpopsoutmychestasInoticedLowell'scar

Me:"shit!Lowellisback!"

Hequicklymakesauturnbacktothegatethe

securityopensandhedrivesoutparkingnexttothe

estatebutabitfarfromthegate



Noah:"Ithoughthe'sonlycomingbacknext

weekend?"

Ilookathim,mybodyshakinginfear

Me:"metoo!"

Noah:"hemust'vecutitshort,shit!"

Ilookaround

Me:"myphone!?"

Webothlookaroundforit,Ifinditinmyotherbig

bagontheside

IlookatitandIhaveabunchofmissedcalls,I

haven'ttouchedmyphonesincewegottoCape

Town

Me:"shitshitshit,he'sbeencalling"

IseeseveralmissedcallsfromAndiswaandLuca

IcallAndiswafirst

"Girlwherethefuckareyou,yourmanisgoing

crazyworriedaboutyou"

Me:"damn!IIIjustarrivedandI'moutsidethththe



estate,Isawhiscar,Idon'tknowwhattodo"

Tearsstreamdownmyface,Noahtriestotouchme

butIyankhimtostop

"Okayyouneedtocalmdown,hethinksyouare

hereatmyplace,IsaidheshouldwaitI'llcomedrop

youoffinafewminutes,soyouhavetowaitforme

outsidethegatethenyou'llhoponmycarandwe

driveinasifwearrivedtogether,youwereatmy

houseforanassignment,gotit?"

Inodcontinuously

"GotitAmahle?"

Me:"yesyesIgotit"

"Okaysharp,I'malreadyontheway"

Me:"okay"

IhangupandlookatNoah

Me(crying):"thisisallyourfault!"

Noah:"Indy..calmdown"

Me:"No,don'ttellmetocalmdown,yyyouaaaare

goingtostayawayfromme,nevercomenearme



again,gosh,whatwasIthinking"

Icovermyfacewithmyarmscrying

Me:"Ihhhatemyselfforthis"

Noah:"hewillneverfindout,Ipromise,please,stop

crying"

Hepullsmeintohisarms,Icryonhischest

Noah:"whatwillhethinkifheseesyourredeyes,

he'llseeyou'vebeencrying,shhhhh,calmdown

sweetheart,don'tcryplease"

Imovemyfacefromhimandwipemytears

Andiswapullsupnexttous

Me:"bye"

He'sabouttosaysomethingbutIwasgone,I

quicklytookmybagsfromhiscar,hehelpedme

andweputtheminAndiswa'sboot

Noah:"byeAmahle"

IignorehimandgetinAndiswa'scar,wedrivein

Me:"thankyou"



Andiswa:"don'tmentionitbabe"

Shehelpsmewithmybagsandweheadinthe

house

Wefindhimsittinginthedarklounge,Iswitchon

thelight

Me(smiling):"babe!"

Helooksatmecoldly

Lulo:"whereareyoureallycomingfrom?"

AndiswaandIlookateachother,mybloodliterally

dropsleavingmecoldasmyheartbeats

uncontrollablyinfear,myairwayslowlyclosingin

onme

.

.

.

.

******

Tellingthetruthandmakingsomeonecryisbetter



thentellingalieandmakingsomeonesmile"(Paolo

Coelho)

******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:34] :Insert39

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

Me:"whwhatdoyoumean"



Ibreathinandoutslowlytryingtocalm

mynervesdown

Lulo:"youwantmetobelievethatyoureallycoming

fromAndiswa'splace?Whodoyouthinkyou

fooling?"

Me:"Idon'tunderstandwhatyoumeanbythat"

Andiswa:"pleasedon'tbeharshwithher,she'sbeen

inalotofpain,wedidn'tevengettodoour

assignmentproperly"

Me:"whywouldyouthinkI'mlyingtoyou?"

Hesighsandlooksatmeregrettably

Lulo:"Iwasjustsoworriedaboutyou,I'vebeen

tryingtogetaholdofyousinceyesterday,Ithought

somethingbadhappenedtoyou,thenwhenIcalled

AndiswashesoundedweirdoverthephoneI

thoughtyouwerehidingsomethingfromme"

Me:"whwhwhywouldIdothat?WhatwouldIbe

hidingfromyou?"

Helooksatmeforawhile



Me:"yyouthinkIwaswithsomeoneelse?"

Lulo(sighs):"it'sstupidIknow,I'msorry"

Hegetsupandcomestowardsme

IcansmellNoah'scolognestronglyonme

Imoveawayashegetscloser

Me:"don'ttouchme"

Lulo:"babe....

Andiswa:"okay,I'mgoingtogonow"

Me:"I'llwalkyouout"

Iwalkwithherouttohercarleavingluloinsides

Me(sigh):"thankyousomuchforcoveringforme,I

appreciateit"

Andiswa:"youwould'vedonethesameforme,thank

Luca,hehadthequickmindtocomeupwiththis"

Me:"thatwwasareallycloseone"

Andiswa:"goodnightandgoodluck,you'lltellme

everythingtomorrow"

Me:"yeah"



Weshareahug

Andiswa:"yohhyousmelllikethedoctor,don'tlet

yourmancatchthisscent,it'stoomanly"

Me:"I'lltry"

Shegetsinthecarandstartsit

Andiswa:"bye"

Me:"bye"

Iwatchherdriveaway,Iheadbacktothehouse,I

takemybagandheadtothebedroom,leaving

Lowellsittinginthelounge,afterafewsecondshe

makeshiswayin

Lulo:"babe,I'msorry"

Itakeoffmyclothesanddumptheminthewashing

basket

Me:"please,IhhhadtoforcemyselftogetupwhileI

wasinpain,allbbbecauseyoudecidedtocome

backearlyandIhavetoaskhowhigheverytimeyou

say

jumpitdoesn'tmatterhowI'mfeeling"



Lulo:"Iwasjustreallyworriedaboutyoubabe,

you'veneversleptoverafriend'shousebefore,I

thoughtyouwerefoolingme"

Iheadtothebathroom,hefollowsbehindme.

Irunthewaterintheshower

Me:"I'veneversleptatafriend'shousebecauseyou

alwayshere,Ineverneededanyone,butsinceyou

weregone,thedreamscamebackandthepains,

thehousewasreallyscaryIthoughttherewasa

snakehere,Idecidedtospendtheweekendwith

Andiswaandkeepmyselfdistractedwith

assignments,Idon'tknowwhyyou'dthinkI'm

foolingyou"

Igetintheshower

Lulo:"younotscaredoftheshoweranymore?"

MyheartskipsasIdidn'trealizethatI'msupposed

tobestillafraidoftheshower

Me:"Andiswaconvincedmeit'snotscary"

HewalksinthebathroomasIwashmyselftryingto

removeNoah'sscent



Ialsothoroughlywashmyvaginatogetridofany

smell

"Lulo:"babe,I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantoaccuseyouof

such,Iwasjustworried,ItrustyouandIknowthat

youloyal,Iunderstandwhyyouspenttheweekend

withyourfriend,Iwasn'there,I'mreallysorry"

Me:"Ineededyou,butyouwerenothere"

Lulo:"Iknow,butI'mherenowandImissedyouso

much"

IremainsilentasIfinishoff,Ihearhimwalkingout

andclosingthedoor

AfterawhileImakemywaytothebedroom

wrappedinatowel

Ifindhimsittingonthebednakedwithonlyhis

briefson

Iopenmybagandtakeoutmytoiletrybagandstart

lotioningmybody,myphonevibratesonthetable,I

pickitup

it'saWhatsAppmessagefromNoah

Iopenit



(DrNhlabathi):"don'thavesexwithhim,atleast

makehimwaitforaweek,orhe'llknowyouwere

foolingaround...I'msorryifIgotyouintotrouble,I

hopeeverythingisgood,I'llbringyouanemergency

pilltomorrowsinceIdidn'tpullout,goodnight

sweetheart"

IlogoffandwearmyPJs,Igetinthebedhelooks

atmeasIsettleinthecovers

Lulo:"sthandwasam?"

Ilookathim

Lulo:"ngiyaxolisa"

(I'msorry)

hewrapshisarmaroundme

Lulo:"uyangixolela?"

(Doyouforgiveme?)

Me:"yeah,Iforgiveyou"

Hepecksmycheekmultipletimesbeforeturning

myfacetokisshislips

Heturnsmywholebodytofacehimaswekiss,his



handsstartcaressingmythighsashebringsmy

legtowrapoverhim

Ipushhimawaygently

Me:"nnottonightbabe"

Hefrownsindisappointment

Lulo:"comeonbaby,Imissedyou"

Hekissesmyboobs

Lulo:"pleasesthandwasam"

Hishandslidesdowntotouchmypunani,Imove

away

Me:"canwenot..please"

Lulo:"butbaby...

Hegetsontopofmewhilekissingmyneck

Me(moans):"Lulooo...stooop....

Hewrapsmylegsaroundhiswaistmovinghimself

againstme

Ipushhimawayroughly

Me:"Isaidstop!Jeez!"



Hegetsoffme

Me:"Ijjjustttoldyouaboutmypainsbutyoustill

insistonhavingsex?Doesitmeannothingtoyou

thatI'mstillinpain!?"

Lulo:"Ididn'tknowyouwerestillinpain...

Me:"butAndiswatoldyouIwasinpain,justcause

I'mnotshowingitdoesn'tmeanit'snotstillthere,

I'mtryingtobestrongforyou,I'msorrybutwecan't

havesexrightnow"

Lulo:"youdidn'thavetobesoharshaboutit,I

understandyouinpainandI'msorryforacting

inconsiderate,goodnight"

Heswitchesoffthesidelampandfacestheother

wayscoveringhimselfwiththeduvet.Myheart

sinkspainfully,IthinkIhurthisfeelings

Me:"babe?"

Imoveclosertohimbrushinghisshoulder,he

yanksmeoff

Isitbackandfoldmyarmsandhuff

Me(sulkingtone):"it'sunfairthatyoumadatme,just



becauseIdon'twannahavesexbecauseI'minpain,

youdon'tevencarethatIwashavingnightmares

thathauntedmethroughoutthenightsyouwere

gone,younotevengoingtoaskwhattheywere

about,therewasevensnakesoundsalloverthe

houseevenafterIwokeup....butyoudon'tcare

causeallyouwantistohavesex"

Heavoidsme,myheart'sbeatingssharplyagainst

mychestcausingrealchestpains

Ilookoverhim

Me(tearfully):"Lulo...youbreakingmyheart,please

don'tsleepmadatme"

(Silence)

Iwrapmyselfaroundhimcuddlinghim

Hemovesmyarmsandlegsfromhim andmoves

away

Imovetotheotherendofthebedandalsoturnmy

backonhimasIcrymyselftosleep

.

.



.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Wehavingdinner,Lulamadecidedtocookforme,I

mustapplaudher,she'sgettingbetteratit,notquite

thereyet,butbetter

Me:"thankyouforthedeliciousdinnerbabe,youout

didyourself"

Shesmiles

Lulama:"youwelcomelove,Imissedyou,plusyou

worksohard,youdeservetocomehometoanice

warmhomecookedmeal"

Me(nods):"ainginomfaziimpela,amalobolo

sengyabonaayephi"

(Ihaveatruewifeindeed,Inowseewheremy

lobolamoneywentto)



Sheblushesshylylookingdownatherplate,Itake

mytimeobservingher,it'slikethemoreIlookather

themoreshelookslikeAmahle,theylookthesame

buttheyaresodifferent,theirsmilesaresimilarbut

notthesame

Lulama(smiling):"what?Whyyoustaringatme?"

Me(smiles):"amancan'tadmirewhat'shis?"

Lulama:"howaboutwegotobed,andyoucan

admireallyouwant"

Me:"Ilikethesoundofthat"

Wecleanupthetablepackingthedishesinthesink

thenheadtothebedroom

Wekissaswemakeourwaytothebed

IpushheronthebedasIgetontopofher,she

takesoffmyshirtpullingitup.

Ipulloutofthekiss

Me:"wait,letmegotakeashowerfirst"

Lulama:"we'lltakeittogetherafter,please,Ineed

you"



Me:"babe,I'mtired,Ineedtheshowertorelaxmy

muscles"

ShehuffsasIgetoffherandheadtotheshower.I

letthewaterrunovermeasIclosemyeyes,my

mindslowlyreplaying,mymorningsteamyshower

sessionwithAmahle,thewayIstretchedherpussy

openlastnight,I'vecompletelyandutterly

corruptedher

Irubmyharddick,justthinkingabouthermakes

mehard,Ineedherrightnow,Icanthinkofafew

thingsIstillwanttodotoher.

AfterawhileIheadbacktotheroom

Iwipemyselfdryandwalktothebedwithmyboner

pointingatLulama

Shegetsonherkneesandsucksonit

likeherlifedependedonit,Iclosemyeyesenjoying

hermouth,apictureofAmahlesquirtingwhileI

fuckedherpopsupinmymind,beforeIknowitI

released

Iopenmyeyeslookingdownather



Shelooksatmedisappointed

Lulama:"thatwasquick?"

Me:"fuck,youthatgoodbabe"

Lulama:"argh,sincewhenareyousoquick?SoIget

nothing?"

Shesulksfoldingherarmsleaningagainstthe

pillow

Iwipemyselfwithmytowelthengetinbedafter

switchingoffthelights

Me:"sorrybabe,I'llmakeituptoyoutomorrow"

Lulama:"yeahwhatever"

Sheturnstofacetheotherway

Ikisshercheekthenfacetheotherway

.

.

.

.

Lowell



.

.

.

Igetupstretchingmyarms,Ilookbesidemeand

she'snotthere.

Igetupandgowashmyfaceandbrushmyteeth.I

walkalongthepassage

IleanagainstthewallasIwatchherhumming

whilemakingbreakfast,Ifindmyselfsmiling,how

amIsupposedtostaymadatthat,it'simpossible.

Iwrapmyarmsaroundherwaistfrombehind,she

takesoffheroneearpodsandturnstofaceme

Amahle:"goodmorning"

Me:"goodmorningmylove,repeatthat"

Amahle:"goodmorningmylove"

Me:"that'sbetter"

Amahle:"IImadeyoubreakfast"

Me:"thankyoubabe,whattimeareyourclasses?"



Amahle:"Issstillhavettwohourstospare"

Me:"I'msorryaboutlastnight"

Amahle(sighs):"lastnightwasveryemotional,I'm

sorryIcouldn'tgiveyousex,butIthinkit'stimeI

consultedadoctoraboutmyabdomenpainstoday

whenIgotothehospital"

Lulo:"canyoupleasenotworkthenightshifttonight,

Iwantustospendtimetogether"

Shenods

Amahle:"okay"

Ihelpherdishupforus

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.



Lowelljustdroppedmeoffoutsidecampus,I'm

nowwaitingneartheentrancegate.

AfewminuteslaterNoahparkshiscarinfrontof

me

Hegetsoffandcomestowardsmecarryabottleof

water

Noah:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Anawkwardmomentpassesstaringateachother

Noah:"thereyougo"

Hegivesmethebottleofwaterandapillhehadon

hisfist

Ithrowthepillinmymouthanddrinkthewater

Me:"thanks"

Noah:"youwelcome"

Me:"Ihhhopeit'snottoolate"

Noah:"no,it'llstillbeeffective,it'sbeenlessthan

120hourssincewehadsex"



Iavoidhiseyesasmyheartskipsabeat

Me:"doyouhavetomentionsex?"

Noah:"I'msorry,I'mabluntspeaker,areyouokay

though?"

Me:"I'mfine"

Istartfeelingshyaspeoplewalkpast

lookingatus,hiscarisnothelpingas

it'sdrawingattentiontous

Noah:"willIseeyouatthehospitallater?"

Me:"yeah,cccanwwetalklater,myclassstartsina

fewminutes"

Noah:"okay,bye"

Me:"bye"

IwalkawayfromhimasfastasIcould

AftermyfirsttwoclasswasoverIwasnowchilling

withAndiswaandLucaatourchillingspot

Andiswa:"sooohowdiditgo"

Me:"yoh,hectic"



Andiswa:"soyoumanagedtomakehimbelieve

you?"

Me:"yeah,bbuthewasmadatmecauseIdenied

himsex"

Andiswa:"what?Why?...oohhwait...(whispers)...you

smashedthedoctor?"

Ilookdownembarrassingly

Me:"canthispleasestaybetweenus,Itrustthatno

matterhowbadwefight,youwillnevertellasoul

aboutthis,please"

Andiswa:"I'mnotlikethat,I'vegrownveryfondof

youMahle,youlikethesisterI'veneverhad,no

matterhowbadwefightinfuture,I'mnotbitterlike

that"

IlookatLucawhohasbeengivingme

thesilenttreatmentsincemorning

Me:"uhm,Luca?"

Helooksatme

Me:"thankyou,ffforwhatyyoudidformelastnight,



withoutyouridea,Iwould'vegotbusted"

Luca:"don'tbesoproudforgettingawaywithit,

causeifyoucontinuewiththis,it'llbackfireand

you'llloseeverything"

Therehegoeswiththeoverprotectiveness

Me:"Iendedwhatwashappeningbetweenthe

doctorandI,Ipromise,Iwon'teverdowhatIdid"

Luca(chuckles):"youthinkit'llbethateasy?Youare

sonaiveandcluelessAmahle,infactyouarestupid"

Igaspshurtbyhiswords

Me:"IgguesIdeservethat"

Andiswa:"mxm,don'tmindhimfriendship,what's

importantisthatyougotawaywithitandyoucan

moveoncauseyouendedthehotmesswiththe

doctor,Lucaisjustbeingannoying,seriouslyman,

shehasalottodealwithalready,shesawher

mistakes,nowpleaselethercontinuewithherlife

withoutyouguilttrippingher,weallmakemistakes

andlearnfromthem,she'sgrowing"

Lucachucklesshakinghishead



Luca:"youreallydon'tseewhat'shappeninghere?

ThedoctorguyobviouslylovesAmahle,orhejust

lustsherorwhatever,buthewantsherforhimself,I

meanhetookyouallthewaytocapetownto

smashyouandhavearomanticwhateverwithhim,

hewon'tletyougothateasily,youthinkyoucan

justsayNoIdon'twantyouanymoreandhe'll

happilymoveon?Yourworkatthehospitalisinhis

hands,hecanletyougoanytime,nsfasalready

droppedyoubecausethedoctorgaveyoua

scholarship,whatifhedecidesyounotworthyof

thescholarshipanymore?

Hehasyourfutureinhishandsnow

Hehastheauthorityofwhatwillbecomeofyou...he

justgotatasteofyouthisweekend,he'llwantmore

ofyou,he'llkeepwantingmoreandifyoudenyhim,

youmightloseeverything,he'salreadysleeping

withhisbrother'sgirl,youdon'tknowhowfarhe

cangotobetrayhisbrother,theydon'thavethat

loyaltytoeachotherit'salreadyevident,hecan

eventellhisbrothereverythingafterdroppingyou

likeabagoftrash,hewillnotlosehisbrother,they'll



probablyforgiveeachotherinfuturecausetheyare

bloodfamily,youontheotherhand?Whatwillyou

do?Wherewillyougo?Youdon'tevenhavearich

familytogobackto,actuallyyoudon'tevenhavea

familyatall,NSFASwon'tfundyouagaincause

obviouslyhe'llgivebadreferenceofyou...andboom,

justlikethat,yourdreamscrushedandyourlife

ruined"

Icovermyfaceasmytearsarestreamingdown

effortlessly

Hegetsup

Luca:"I'msorrybutyougotyourselfintothismess,

youshould'veresistedthedoctor,yourboyfriend

wouldneverforgiveyouforthis,hisbrotheroutof

allpeople,Idon'tmeantobeabadfriendbutI'm

tellingyoulikeitis,andasyourfriend,Ireallyhope

everythingIjustsaiddoesn'thappenandthis

doctorguyletsyougoeasily,Ihavetogomydad

justarrived"

HewalksawayleavingmeandAndiswa

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmelettingmecryinher



embrace

Andiswa:"shhhhhLucaisjustanoverthinker,the

doctorisalsomarriedremember?Andhiswifeis

pregnant,hewouldn'twanttodestroyhisown

familylikethat"

Me(crying):"Whathurtmethemostaboutwhat

Lucasaidisthat,he-he-hemademerememberthat

Ihavenoone,I-I-Ihavenofamilynothingtoturn

backto,I'monmyowninthisworld,ifIfall,Ihave

noonetopickmeup,withoutLowellandNoah,I'm

goodashomelesswithnoeducation,whwhwhat

willIdoifNoahdoesn'twanttoletgoofme?I'mso

depended...Ididn'tevenrealize"

Andiswa:"bull,youstillgotme,younotalone,no

matterwhathappenstoyou,I'llalwaysbehereto

help,you'llnevergohomelessnotwhileI'mstill

alive"

Ilookupather

Me:"thankyou,Ihhhatethis,Ihatebeingso

depended,thisisnotthewaythingsweresupposed

tobe,thisisnotthewayIwantedtoachievemy



dreams,Ipromiseyou,Ihadbetterplans,Idid"

Shewipesmytears

Andiswa:"Iknowbaby,comelet'sgotothetoilet,

youneedtocalmdown,everythingwillbeokay,God

hasbetterplansforyou,don'tlistentoLuca,you

willfinishyoursevenyearsandbecomethebest

heartsurgeon,betterthanthathotdoctorwithyour

ownhospital,stopstressing,weneedtouseour

brains,weneedtogetsomethingthatwecanuse

againstthedoctor,youwillnotsleepwithhimto

keepyourscholarship,butifyoudon'tstopcrying,

wewon'tbeabletocomeupwithanything"

Wegetupandheadtothetoilets

.

.

.

Noah

.

.



.

Me:"Ithoughtyouweresupposedtobegonetwo

weeks?"

Lowell:"yeahIdecidedtocomebackearly...

Helooksatmewithafrown

Lowell:"wait,ItoldyouI'llbegoneforoneweek?"

Me:"yeah,butAmahletoldmeyoutoldhertwo

weeks"

Lowell:"oh,Iforgetsheworksforyou,yeahthings

didn'tturnoutthatway"

Me:"wherewereyoureally?Iknowthebusiness

didn'ttakethatlong,didthechickbailonyou?"

Hechuckles

Lowell:"whatmakesyouthinkIwasgoingtomeeta

chick?"

Me:"Iknowyou,youlovethepussyandbesidesyou

notmarriedtothisgirl"

Lowell:"it'snotlikethat,Ihadotherthingstotake

careof,justcauseI'mnotmarriedtoAmahle



doesn'tmeanI'mnotcommitted,shemeansalotto

me,andIdon'twishtohurtherlikethat"

Me(laughs):"yeahright,webothknowyousmashed

achickortwothatsidetotakeoutbusinessstress"

Helaughs

Lowell:"whatever,Iwasyoungerthen,I'vegrown

now"

I'minstitches

Me:"youngerafewdaysago?Wow"

Iclaphands

Me:"youthegeemybrother"

Lowell:"don'tsaythatbro,Ireallywanttochangefor

Amahle,I'mnotthesamemanIwasthispastweek,

youhavenoideahowIfeelabouther"

Me:"Igetyou,please,handleherwithcare,she

seemslikeshe'dmakeagoodsisterinlaw,Ilike

her...foryou"

Lowell:"witheverythinggoingonwiththefamily,I

don'tknowwhenIwillofficiallyintroduceher"



Me:"ifyouwanttowaitfordramatosettle,Iguess

you'llneverintroduceher"

Lowell:"youright,I'lldoitmaybenextweekornext

month"

Isighandleanback

Lowell:"thankyoufornothatingonmeaboutwhat

happenedtomom"

Me:"itwasn'tyourfault,itwasDad,hewastryingto

killyouandbothyouandmomwerefightingfor

yourlives,it'sdadwhomI'llneverforgive"

Lowell:"hewillpaydearlyforwhathedid"

Me:"youhavesomethingplanned?"

Lowell:"notyet,butI'mthinkingofsomething"

Me:"IthinkIshouldletgranddadhandlehim"

Lowell:"nooogranddadisnotashardcoreasback

inthedays,he'sbeenweekeversincegrandma,he

won'tgivehimthepunishmenthedeserves"

Me:"butdadissoscaredofhim,he'llprobablydo

muchworsethanweknow"



Lowell:"Iwanthimtosuffer,granddadwillprobably

justkillhim,that'stooeasy,ourfamilyhassuffered

alotinhishands,heshouldsufferfirst,pleasedon't

letgranddadhandlethis"

Isighandlookathimthoughtfully,heseemsas

thoughhehassomethinguphissleeves

Me:"fine,I'llletgranddadideaslide,Ihopeyouhave

awaybetterplan"

Lowell:"justwaitandwatch"

Me:"anyway,howdidbusinessgo?"

Hetellsmehowsuccessfulitwent

Me:"that'sgood,weneedtogetmorestockfrom

KZN,sinceIlosttwogirls,we'llhavetopickup

morethanthreethistime"

Lowell:"thistimeyoucomingwith"

Me:"ofcause,youdaretofallforanotheroneifmy

girlsagain,I'llkillyouthistime"

HelaughsbutIkeepastraightface

Me:"I'mserious,don'tfuckmeuplikethatagain,I'm



notgoingtobeasnice"

Lowell:"lessonlearnt,neveragain"

Me(laughs):"lessonlearnt?NahIdon'tthinkso,you

haven'tlearntanylessoncauseIneverpunished

you"

Lowell:"yeahbutthesilenttreatmentwastorture

enoughandlosingtheclubforawhile,noclubno

bigbrother,thatwasapunishment"

Ilaugh

Me:"ohhhyoupoorbaby,youhavenoideahow

punishmentforbetrayalfrombigbrotherislikedo

you?"

Lowell:"Iwishtoneverknow"

Ismileandlookathim

Me:"Iwishyourwishstaystrue"

.

.

.



*******

"Themanwhodoeseviltoanotherdoesevilto

himself...andanevilplandoesmischieftothe

planner"(Hesiod)

********

Tobecontinued
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Amahle

•

•

•

•



•

Andiswa:"wow,itsoundslikeitwasreallyfunand

romantic"

Me(sighs):"itwas,IjustwishitwaswithLulonke

instead"

Andiswa:"Iknow,butIthinkIlikeyouforthedoctor,

yousharealotofthingsincommon,andthewhole

timeyouweretalkingabouthim,yourfacelitup,I

literallygotgoosebumpswhenyouweretellingme

aboutcapetown"

Me:"stopAndiswa,there'snothingincommonhere,

youjustlikethedoctorcausehe'scute,myheart

beatsforLowell"

Andiswa:"okayfine"

Shelooksatmewithasmirk

Me(smiles):"what?Whyyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Andiswa:"justonemorequestion"

Isighrollingmyeyes,it'sgoingtobeastupidone,I

canfeelit



Me:"ask"

Andiswa:"who'sbetter...

Me:"better?"

Andiswa:"yeah,likewho'sbetterinbed"

Igaspscoveringmymouth

Me:"Andiswa!"

Andiswa(laughing):"whaat?It'sanhonestquestion,

please,it'llbeourlittlesecret"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No!I'mnotansweringthat"

Andiswa:"ohcomeonMahle,howwillIhelpyou

choosewho'syoursoulmateifyoudon'ttellme"

Me(laughing):"Idon'thavetochoose,Lowellismy

soulmate"

Andiswa:"isthatyourwayofsayinghefucksbetter

thanNoah?"

Me:"hedoesn'thavetofuckbettertobemy

soulmate"



Andiswa:"soDoctorfucksbetter?"

Me:"yoh,thisconversationisover"

Welaugh

Andiswa:"okayfine,don'ttellme"

Me:"Iwon't"

Andiswa:"well,whileyouwerehavingthetimeof

yourlifeinCapeTown,LucaandIwereinvitedtoa

party"

Me:"really?Bywho?"

Andiswa:"Blair,shelivesaroundmyneighborhood,

apparentlyshe'sfriendswithagirlwholookssolike

you,IthoughtIwasimaginingthingsbutLucasaw

ittoo"

Me:"lookslikeme?"

Andiswa:"yeah,hernameisLulama"

Me:"Lulama,thatisNoah'swife"

Andiswa:"really?That'sthewife?"

Inod



Me:"dddoesshereallyrreallylooklikeme?"

Andiswa:"somuch,notidenticalbuty'alllookalike,

it'sjustthatshe'stheslayqueenversion,withthe

expensivehairanddolledupfacebeat,thelong

fakenailsandtheveryexpressivetasteinclothing,

she'sabittoomuchwiththesassyrichbitch

attitude"

Me:"doyyoublameher?She'smarriedtoarich

doctorwithhisownhospitalwho'sfromarich

family,I'msureshshe'salsofromarichfamily"

Andiswa:"yeahsheactslikeaspoiltbratsoshe's

definitelyfromarichfamily"

Me:"ssoareyouguysfriendswiththem?"

Andiswa:"Ithinkthat'swhereit'sheaded,Blairhas

beenkeepingincontactwithme,Ithinkshehasa

thingforLuca"

Me:"Ican'tbepartofthatfriendship,I'llneverbe

abletolookatlulamaintheeyes,aftereverything

I'vedone"

Andiswa:"howIwishyouwerenotwithLowellso



youcansnatchthathusbandfromher,thatgirl

doesnotknowwhentostooop,allshedoesisbrag

abouthowromanticherhusbandis,howhe's

obsessedwithher,howothermencheatbuther

husbandissoloyal,blahblahblah,ngifisaongathi

bangamshayangestinaayekeukuphapha"

(Iwishtheywouldsnatchhimfromher,sothat

she'llstopbeingsoforward)

Ilaughatherirritatedfacialexpression

Me:"I'msorry,I'mnottheonetofulfillthatwish,you

onyourown"

Andiswa:"yohuyaborayaz,doctorshould'vetook

metoCapeTown,yeyi!I'dmakesurehegoeshome

withlipstickalloverhisfaceevenhisdick,make

sureIleavemystrongestcologneonhim,soas

soonashewalksinthatdoormycolognefillstheir

wholehouse"

Ican'thelpbutlaugh

Me:"noooyousobad"

Welaughaswefinishupourlittlesnackbreakand



headingbackinsidethehospital

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Iwalktothekitchen

Me:"hey,areyoudone"

Her:"yesmam,here'syourlunchbox"

Me:"thankyou"

ItakemylunchboxfromherandheadoutIdriveto

hisoffice

Imakemywayin

Receptionist:"hiMrsNhlabathi"



Me:"hey,IcametoseetheCEO"

Receptionist:"okayletmealerthimfirst"

Shetakesthetelephoneandcallshisoffice

Receptionist:"MrsNhlabathiisheretoseeyou"

...

Receptionist:"yesLulama"

....

Receptionist:"okay,I'llletherknow"

....

Receptionist:"yessir,I'llletherknow"

....

Receptionist:"okay,bye"

Shedropsthecall

Receptionist:"hecan'tseeyou,he'sabouttostartan

importantmeeting,hesaidyoushouldmakean

appointmentlikeeveryoneelse,youcannotjust

comehereandexpecthimtodropeverything,he

hasacompanytorun,youmakeanappointmentor



callhimprivatelylikeeveryoneelse"

Me:"wow,okay,thanks"

Iwalkoutandtakemyphonecallinghim

"Hello"

Me:"justlikethat?"

"I'mbusyLulama,whatdoyouwant?"

Me:"Ithoughtyou'dlikepicturesofyourbaby,andI

gotyousomethingtoeat,Ithoughtweagreedona

civilrelationshipwitheachothersoyou'llbeableto

bondwithyourbabywithnodramabetweenus,it's

obviousyoudon'tcareanymore,sobye"

"Look,comebacktomyoffice,I'llseeyou"

Ismile

Me:"goodchoice"

Iwalkbackintothebuilding,thereceptioniststops

me

Me:"Igavehimaprivatecall,don'tworry"

Imakemywaytohisoffice



Iknockandheinstructsmetocomein

Ifindhimbusyinhislaptop

Me:"heybabydaddy"

Lowell:"Lulama"

Isitonthechairoppositehim,hehasastraight

seriousexpressiononhis

facewhichmakeshimevenmorehandsome,a

smilecreepsonmyface

justbystaringathissexybrowneyes

Me:"Imadeyoulunch"

Iplacethesmalllunchbagonhistable

Lowell:"mygirlalreadypackedmelunch

butthanksforthegesture"

Me:"Ipreparedyourfavorite"

Lowell:"look,Amahle...ImeanLulama...

Me:"ohwow,Iknewthat'sthereasonyouwithher,

causesheremindsyouofmeright?"

Lowell:"No,listen,beingcivilwitheachotherdoesn't



meanwehavetobefriendsorsomething,wedon't

evenhavetocommunicateallthetime,bringingme

lunchandbabypictures,it'snotnecessary,this

babyisNoah's,startactinglikeit,I'mit'suncle,I'll

onlybondwithitonceit'sborn,butrightnow,you

needtobondwithNoah,he'sthefatherandyou

shouldstartactingthatway,youcan'tbevisiting

meintheofficeanytimeyouwantwithouteven

announcing,whatifmyfatherwasinhere?OrNoah?

Pleaseuseyourbrain,it'soverbetweenus,they'll

neverbeanuseveragain,I'minlovewithsomeone

else,pleasebeinlovewithNoahandmoveon,what

wehadisdone,I'llseethebabyonceit'sborn,no

thankyouonthepictures,nowcanyouplease

kindlywalkoutmyofficefortheverylasttime"

Me(tearfully):"youdon'tmeanthat?"

Lowell:"I'msorrybutit'sreallyoverthistimeLulu,

nomoresneakingaround,I'mreadytosettle,I'm

readytolovesomeoneandI'mreadytocommit,I'm

readytomoveon,youshouldtoo"

Iwipeatearthatmanagedtoescape



Me:"Ihearyou,Ihopeshelovesyoujustasmuch

asIlovedyou,Ihopeshemakesyouhappy...

Istandonmyfeet

Me:"itwasnicewhileitlastedIguess,I'llforever

cherishthememorieswemade"

Iwalkaroundtohim,Iturnhisfaceto

lookatme,Ipeckhislips

Me:"myfirsteverything,you'llalwaysbeinmyheart,

Iwishthingsplayedoutdifferently,Iwishyouwere

thebrotherIhadtomarry,myheartwillforeverbe

yours"

Iswallowthepainfullumponmythroat

asIturntowalkawaybutheholdsmy

armstoppingme

Lowell:"forwhatit'sworth,you'llalwaysbeinmy

heartaswell"

Hegetsupandpullsmeintohug

HiscolognefillsmynostrilsasIclosemyeyes

enjoyinghisscent



Imovemyfacefromhisshoulderandwelockeyes,

Ileanincloser,ournoses

touchwithourlipsjustafewinchesaway,myheart

beatingrateincreasing

Hepushesmeoutofhisembracegently

Lowell:"byeLulama"

Iguesshereallylovesthisgirl,tobeabletopush

meawaylikethis,myheartsinksasmylipstremble,

Idon'tknowwhyI'mfeelinglikethis,Ifeellikewe

arenowreallybreakingup,there'snomoreus,my

hormonesareplayingtrickson

me,IneverevenlovedLowellforhimtohurtmethis

much.

Me:"byeLowell"

Imakemywayoutofhisoffice

.

.

.

Noah



.

.

.

I'minmyofficewithmystudents,weabouttogo

forsurgery

Me:"okayguys,tellme,haveyoulearntaboutthe

esophagealcancer?"

Theyshaketheirheads

Me:"okaycananyoneguesswhatitis?"

Afewpickuptheirhands,includingAmahle

Me:"yesAndiswa"

Andiswa:"Ithinkit'scancerfoundintheesophagus"

Me:"good,it'sexactlythat,sowegoingtobe

performingasurgerycalledan

esophagectomy,thewordectomyinotherwords

meantoremove,sowe'llberemovingthecancer

fromtheesophagus"

Iopentheboxfullofmasksandgloves



Ihandthemeachtheirown,Imakemywayoutand

theyfollowbehindmetothesurgeryroom

Me:"thisisoneraresurgeryguysIhopeyouareall

concentrated,it'snotveryoftenwegettoperform

anesophagectomy,cancerintheesophagusis

usuallyfoundwhenithasalreadyspreadbecauseit

hides,butwewereluckyenoughtofinditearly,this

willbeaverycomplicatedsurgery"

IaskoneofthestudentstohandmethetoolsI

need

Me:"inthisoperationwewillremovetheesophagus

andpartoftheupperpartofthestomach,we

removingitcompletelycauseitsharmful"

Icarefullycutthroughmypatientschestopeningup

totheirorgan,cuttingthroughthintissuecareful

nottocutout

importantveins

"Uhmdoctor?"

Ilookupather,Iknewitwon'tbelongtillshe's

curious,shemakesthesesurgeriesreallyfunfor



mecausemoststudentsdon'tusuallyask

questions

Me:"yesAmahle"

Amahle:"soifyouremovethewholeesophagus,

whatwillthepatientusetogetfoodtothe

stomach?"

Me:"goodquestion,we'lljustconnectthestomach

itself,wecanusethelargeorthesmallintestineto

actastheesophagus"

"Ohh/okay/wowthat'sinteresting"

Othersnodinunderstanding

Afterhours,myteamandIstitchedthe

patientupaswecompletedyetanothersuccessful

surgery

Isighlookingatthestudents

Me:"wealldone,thepatientwillbeadmittedfora

fewweeksbeforebeingdischarged"

Amahlepicksherhandup

Me:"Iwasabouttoask,anyquestions,Amahle?"



Amahle:"whwhatarethesideeffectsofthissurgery?

Arethereany?"

Me:"matteroffactthereare,I'mgladyouaskedthat,

Isuggestyouwritethesedowninyourlittle

notebooks"

Itakeoffmyglovesandheadtothesinktowash

myhandsusinghandwashsoap

Me:"risksofanesophagectomy,afterthefirst

monthofsurgery,usuallyinclude,bleeding,

infectionandleakingfromwheretheremaining

esophagusisattachedtothestomachandjustlike

anysurgeryanesophagectomycarriestheriskof

death"

Theygasplookingatme

Me:"yep,that'swhyourpatientwillbeadmitteduntil

afteramonth,toensureiftheywon'tdieorthere

won'tbeanycomplications,therearemanyother

thingstoworryaboutafterthissurgery,when

eatingthepatient'sfoodwilltravelfasterthan

normaltothestomach,buttherearesideeffects

likesweating,havingreflux,orfullnessonthechest,



thesecanbeavoidedthough,they'llhavetoeat

certaintypesoffoodandlesssugar"

Itellthemalltheyneedtoknowandanswertheir

questions.

Thedayfinallycomestoanendwhentheclockhits

sixandeveryonewasdismissed

Amahlestaysbehindinmyoffice

Amahle:"iiifthisisaboutwworkingnightshift,I

can'ttoday,IpromisedLowelltospendtimewith

him"

Me:"why,youshouldbetryingtoavoidsleeping

withhim,nightshiftswillhelpwiththat"

Amahle:"hhewasalreadysuspiciousthatI'm

cheatingyesterday,Idon'twanttogivehim

anymorereason,letmejustaccepthiswishesfor

tonight"

Me(sighs):"fine,come,let'sgo"

Amahle:"mydriverwillpickmeup"

Me:"I'mnottakingyouhome,there'sadoctorIwant

youtomeet"



Igetupandshefollowsbehindme

Wegetinhisoffice

Me:"heydoctorkhalala"

Khalala:"DrNhlabathi"

Wehandshake

Me:"thisisAmahlemystudent"

Hegreetshershakingherhand

Wesitonthechairsoppositehim

Me:"she'sbeenexperiencingabdomenpains,very

severeones,Iknowifanyonecanhelpherisyou"

Khalala:"ohokay,wheredoyoufeelthepainsyoung

lady"

Shepointsonthearea

Khalala:"areyoufeelingthemrightnow?"

Amahle:"no,notrightnow,butsometimes,when

theycome,theyfeellikeabunchofneedlespoking

meanditfeelslikethere'sfireburninginsideme

anditcausesmetofeelreallyhotthroughoutmy



wholebody"

Khalala:"Isee,pleaselieonthebedoverthere"

Shegoestothebed,Igositbesideher

ashedoesascanonhertryingtofindwhat'swrong

Hedoessometestsonher,hewalksoutofhis

officetohislab

IlookatAmahlewhohasafrown,shelooksreally

worried

Me:"yougoingtobefine,DoctorKhalalaisoneof

theverybestgynecologist,he'llfindwhat'swrong

withyou"

Shenods,Itakeherhandintomine

shelooksatmeforaminutewesearcheachother's

eyes,shelooksawaylettingmeholdherhand

Thedoctorwalksonafterawhile

Drkhalala:"okay,Ihavetheresults,well,Ican't

seemtofindwhat'scausingthepainbutthereis

definitelysomethingnotrightwithyourwomb,it's

damaged,alotcancausedamagedtoyouruterus



likehormones,thyroidproblems,fibroids,polyps,

cancer,infection,orpregnancy.

InyourcasewhichisveryrareIcouldn'tfindthe

cause"

FearovercomesherfaceherlipsaretremblingI'm

sureshedoesn'tknowhowtorespondtothis

Me:"okay,soisthereanythingyoucandotofixit?"

Drkhalala:"unfortunatelythere'snothingIcando,

thereistreatmentI'llgiveherbutit'snotguaranteed

itwillworksincewedon'tknowthecause"

Me:"howisthatevenpossible?Tonotknowthe

cause?Comeon,ItrustedyouKhalala?"

Khalala:"trustmethisisafirstforme,I'lldefinitely

bedoingmoreresearchonthisandI'llneedyouto

comeseemeeverydayuntilwefindoutwhat's

wrongwithyou"

Shenods,Ibrushherhand

Amahle:"withadamagedwomb,doesthatmeanI'll

neverbeabletohaveafamily?"

Me:"Indy...



Drkhalala:"unfortunately...thetreatmentmight

repairyouruterus,butchancesofyoubeingstrong

enoughtocarryababyareveryslim"

Amahle:"okay"

Sheyanksmyhandoffasshegetsup

Amahle:"cccanyouplpleasegivemeanote,that

statesthatIcan'thavesexforaweek"

Helooksatme,Inod

Drkhalala:"okay"

Hemakesthenoteforherandweheadoutafter

gettinghertreatment

Me:"Ididnotexpectthat"

Amahle:"meneither"

Westareateachother

Me:"I'msosorry"

Amahle:"itdoesn'tmatter,Idon'tdeserveafamily,

I'veacceptedit"

Me:"don'tsaythat"



Amahle:"letmego,I'llseeyoutomorrow"

SheturnsherheelstoleavebutIpullherbackand

shelandsonmychest,Iholdherinmyarmsfora

while,Iletgoandlookather

Me:"youokay?"

Amahle(smiles):"I'mfine,don'tworryaboutme,this

isnothingcomparedtowhatI'vebeenthrough,it's

probablyforthebest,goodnightLwandle"

Shewalksaway,Iputmyhandsinmypocketsand

watchhergetinthecarasitdrivesawaytillit

disappears

OneofthedoctorspassmedistractingmeasIwas

staringoutatspace

Her:"hey,areyouokay?"

Me(sighs):"I'mfine"

Iwalkbacktomyoffice

.

.

.



Bongani

.

.

.

I'monmywaytomeetupwithReidoneofthey

guysthatworksforme

It'sverylate,theroadsarequiet

Istopastherobotturnsred

TwocarsstoprightinfrontofmeasIwasaboutto

driveoff

Me:"thefuck?"

Mendressedinblackcarryingbiggunscomeout,

theyopenmydoor,Itrytoreachformygunbut

theyshootmyleg

"Aahhhhhfuuck!!!"Igroaninpain

Theycovermewithaclotharoundmynoseandit

waslightoutforme

.



.

.

.

********

"Justbecausepeoplearestrongenoughtohandle

pain...itdoesn'talwaysmeantheydeserve

it"(Author)

******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:35] :Insert41

•

•

•

•

•

Amonthlater

Amahle



•

•

•

•

•

Midholidaysareapproaching,inaweekwe'llbe

closingoffourfirstsemester

I'monlyleftwithtwomorepapers

I'mwritingmysecondtolastpapertodayandI'm

busymemorizingasIgetmyselfreadytogo.

IrunthewaterintheshowerabovemeasIwash

mybody,Iheartheshowerdooropenstartlingme

Iclosethewaterremovingthesoapfrommyeyes

asIturntolookathim

Me:"Lulo,youscaredme"

Lulo:"I'msorrybabe"

Heopensthewaterandhelpsmeremovethesoap

onmyfacethenwipesmyface,hekissesme,after



awhileIpulloutfromthekiss

Me:"babe,Ihhavetogetreadyforschool'

Lulo:"I'llbequick"

Me:"babe,Ihhhaven'tbeengettingmuchrestfrom

thenightmareshauntingmealmosteverynight,and

Ihhavetostudytooeveryday,thestresshas

causedmeanirritatingpainfulmigraine,I'mso

tired"

Lulo:"pleasebaby,Ineedyou,whatamIsupposed

todowiththis"

Hepointsathisboner

Isigh,Iguessitdoesn'tmatterhowIfeel

Me:"fine,I'llhelpyou"

Hesmiles,Ismilebackshakingmyhead

Hepicksmeupandpinsmeagainstthewallaswe

kiss,heslideshimselfin,eversinceaftertheone

weekofnosex,he'sbeenhungrierthanever,Ilove

himbuthe'sasexmachine,Ididn'tgetmuchrest

lastnight,IhopeI'llhaveenergytowritemypaper

today.



Heturnsmearoundmakingmeholdontothewall

whilebendingoverashehititfrombehind,my

moansgetlouderasthepleasureskickin,Ifeel

myselfclose

"aahh.....

HereleasesbeforeIcouldrelease

Heslipsout

Me:"babe,pleasegoabitlonger...

Lulo:"eishseyilelebabeaskies"

(It'salreadydownbabe,sorry)

Hepullsmeintohisarmsandkissesme

Lulo:"nceseI'llmakeituptoyoulater,mymorning

bonersareweak"

Ilaughandwrapmyarmsaroundhis

neck

Me:"canyouatleasttouchme,Iwassuperclose"

Heplacesgentlekissesonmybodyashegoes

downonme,hedoeshismagicwithhistongueand



fingers,Iholdonhishead,breathingheavily,Iwrap

myonelegaroundhisneck,movingmywaistashe

fingersmewhilehistongueplayswithmyclits,and

beforeIknewit,my

creamscomeslidingdownmythighs

helicksmydryashecomesbackupandkissesme,

makingmetastemyself

Me(whispers):"thankyou"

Lulo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Wetakeashowerthengetreadyfortheday

He'snowdrivingmetocampus

Lulo:"youareoncontraceptivesright?"

Me:"yeahIam"

Lulo:"youonthepillorinjection?"

Me:"thepill"

Lulo:"ohthat'sgood,Iloveyoubutwestilltoo

youngforababy"



Ilaugh,Icouldn'tbringmyselftotellhimaboutmy

damagedwomb,I'vebeenseeingthegyno,Ikeep

prayinghe'llfindasolution,he'srecentlyinvolved

otherdoctorsaswelltofindoutwhat'swrongwith

me,Noahistheoneputtingpressureonthem,

otherwisetheywould'velongletitrestthatI'm

unfixable.

Me:"yeahtooyoungforthat"

Lulo:"afteryougraduate,workforatleasttwoyears,

thenwe'llgetmarried,ayearlaterwestartafamily"

Me(smiling):"th-thatsaverygoodplanyouhave

thereMrNhlabathi"

Hetakesmyhandandkissesit

Me:"babe?"

Lulo:"yesbaby"

Me:"yyou'vebeentakingyourfather'saccident

prettychilled,aren'tyouworriedabouthim?It's

beenamonthnow,hhe'sstillinhospital"

Hissmiledisappearsasheletsgoofmyhand



Lulo:"whyshouldIcarewhathappenedtohim,I

don'tcare,heoncetriedtokillme,heended

shootingmom,hecanstayinthatcomaforeternity

forallIcare"

Me:"Isee"

(Silence)

Me:"thethingsI'ddotogetmyfatherback...butI

guesssomepeoplearejustnotworthreconciling

with"

Lulo:"whatdoyoumeantogetyourfatherback?

Whereishe?"

Me:"hhheppassedaway"

Helooksatmethenbackattheroad

Lulo:"I'msorry...Ididn'tknow"

Me:"it'sokay,Idon'ttalkaboutit"

Lulo:"whathappenedtohim?"

Me:"I'drathernottalkaboutit,I'lltellyousome

othertimeIdon'tneedthisenergyrightnow,Ineed

tofocusonthatpaper...I'msorryforbringingyour



fatherup"

Hetakesmyhandandkissesit

Lulo:"don'tbesorry"

HedropsmeoffandIfindLucaandAndiswa

waitingforme

Me:"heyguys"

Andiswa:"hey"

Luca:"hi"

Lucaisstillmadatme

Me:"ccanItalktoyou,inprivate?"

Andiswa:"hawuguys?Ithoughtweallfriendsand

now?"

Me:"Andiswaplease"

Andiswa(sighs):"fine"

Shewalksaway

Me:"areyouokay?"

Luca:"I'mfine"



Me:"youhhardlyhangwithusanymore"

Luca:"Ican'tbehangingwithgirlsallthetime,

peoplewillthinkI'mgay"

Me:"bbutImisshangingwithyou,Andiswais

bbecomingcloserwithLulamaandBlair,Itryto

avoidthembyallcosts,Iendupatthelibraryby

myself"

Luca:"tellheryounotcomfortablewiththem"

Me:"IhavebutIcan'tdecidewhosheshouldand

shouldnothangoutwithbecauseofmymistakes"

Luca:"soyouwannadecideforme?"

Ilookdownatmyhands

Me:"No,Ijustwantedtoknowifarewestillcool?"

Hesighs

Luca:"I'mnotsure"

Ilookupathim

Me:"younotinterestedinbeingmyfriend

anymore?"



Luca:"youknowItriedtolookatyouthesamewayI

lookedatyouwhenIfirstmetyou,thatcooldown

toearthbutfungirl,theonewhodoesn'tcareabout

fittingin,theonewhoknowswhatshewants,the

passionategirlaboutmedicinewhowouldneverdo

anythingtojeopardizeherdreams,Ithoughtyou

weredifferentfromthesecitygirlswholiveformen

whodon'thaveafuturewithoutaman(sighs)but

youprovedmethatallgirlsarethesame"

Me:....

Luca:"youaresoeasywhenitcomestomen,what

youdoingwiththedoctorwho'syourboyfriend's

brotherdisgustsme"

Hiswordsdroppedrightonmyheartlikeabunchof

bricksbreakingitintomillionpieces

Iwipemytear

Me(tearfully):"yyyou..(breathsinandout)...yyyou

hhhavenorighttojudgeme,youdon'tknowmy

story,yyyoudon'tknowwhyIdependonamanin

thefirstplace,youhhavenoideawhathappenedto

me,mmmyjourneythatlandedmeinJoburg,so



pleasedon'tjudgemydependency"

Heshrugshisshoulderslookingatmewithno

remorse

Me:"whathhappenedbetweenthedoctorandI

endedinCapeTown,hedidletmegothateasily

andhedidn'tthreatenmyfutureorwork,I've

bbbeenkeepingmydistancefromhim,Capetown

wasamistakeandI'mstillpayingforit,theguilt

alwayshauntsme,knowingthatsomedaysomeone

mightbetraymytrustandLowellwillknowthetruth,

IcannneverconfesswhatIdid,otherwiseI'llbe

goodasdead,I'mnotsurewhathe'scapableof,

he'seasytolovesomeonebuthe'salsonotafraid

tolosepeopleheloves,evenifit'shisownfamily,

sowhatamI?IlearntfrommymistakewithNoah

andyou'vepunishedmelongenough...

Itakehishandsintomine

Me:"Ijustneedafriend,afriendwho'llbehonest

withmewhenI'mwrong,who'snotafraidtotellme

likeitis,afriendwho'snotclosewithpeoplewho

aremypotentialenemies...IneedyouLuca,please,



forgiveme?"

Helooksawayfrommescratchinghisheadand

secretlywipessomethingfromhiseyebefore

lookingbackatme

Luca:"comehere"

Heopenshisarmsforme,withoutwastinganytime

Ithrowmyselfaroundhimastearsstreamdown

myface

Me:"thankyou,ffforgggivingmeanotherchance"

Luca:"I'msosorryfortheharshmeanthingsIsaid,I

wastalkingoutofanger"

Me(smiling):"it'sokay,I'mgladyousaidthem"

Hetakesmyhand

Luca:"let'sgomurderthatpaper"

.

.

.

.



Lowell

.

.

.

IgettothehospitalandI'mleadedtohisward

Me:"thankyou"

Thedoctorwalksout,Itakeouttheneedlewiththe

drugandinjectiton

hisarm

"Heybaby"

Iquicklydroptheneedleunderthebed

Me:"mooomIdidn'texpectyou"

Shewalkscloser

Mom:"Ididn'texpectyou"

Shecomestowardsmeandweshareahug

Mom:"Ididn'tknowyoucometovisityourfather,I

thoughtyouwerestillangryathim"



Me(sighs):"yeahwell,whatcanIsay,heismyfather

afterall,andIhatetoseehimlikethis,asmuchas

hewantedmedead,Iwouldn'twishthatforhim"

Mom:"aawwbaby,don'tworry,thedoctorsayshe'll

wakeupanytime,yesterdayhestartedbreathing

withoutthehelpofmachines,sohe'llbeup"

Me:"that'sgoodnews,whenhewakesup,Iwant

himtohavehiscompanyback"

Mom:"really?"

Me:"yeah,he'sright,I'mstillyoung,Icanwaitfor

himtoretire,thenI'lltaketheseat,Ishouldn'thave

rushedfortheposition"

Sherubsmyback

Mom:"yousee,nowyougrowingup,andbesides,

youarenotforcedtoworkforyourfather,youcan

startyourowncompany,youhaveadegreein

Architect,itwon'ttakeyoulongtomakeitbig,plus

youalreadyhaveconnections,don'tletyour

successbebuiltonsomeoneelse'sbloodand

sweat"



Me:"yeahIunderstand,IthinkI'lltakeyouradvice,

oncedadisawakeandreadytotakehisseatI'll

stepdown"

Shesmilesatme

Mom:"I'msoproudofyou"

.

.

.

.

Thandile

.

.

.

It'sbeenaweeksincewearrivedinJoburgand

todaywemovedoutof

thetemporarysmallhousewestayed

intoabitbetterone,whichisstill

temporarybutbetterthanthefirstone.



Me:"yoh,thankGodweoutofthatdump"

Menzi:"yeahbutalsothisisjusttemporary,we'llget

somethingbetter

onceIstartgettingpaid"

Me:"yeahthisisbetterthannothing"

Menzi:"uthiuzoqalakuphiukufunausisiwakho?"

(Wherewillyoustartlookingforyoursister?)

Ishrug

Me:"ziningiizikolelaegoliangaziukuthingizoqala

kwesiphinkosiyam"

(TherearesomanyschoolsinjoburgIdon'tknow

wheretostart)

ThetraditionalprophetIconsultedbeforecoming

heretoldmeAmahleishereinJoburg,sheattends

school,shejustwasn'tsurewhichonebutshesaid

Ishouldlookatschools)

Menzi:"I'msureit'suniversities,Imeanshepassed

matricanddidprettywell?"

Me:"verywell"



Menzi:"yeah,andshewantedtobeadoctor?"

Me:"yeap"

Menzi:"medicalschoolonecouldattendinJoburg

wouldbewitwatersrandUniversityorUniversityof

Johannesburg"

Me:"Idoubtherkidnappersletherstudysomething

shewants?I'mevenshockedthattheysentherto

schoolatall,whatifshe'sjustworkingasacleaner

inthatschool?"

Menzi:"yahkonaakukholakaliukuthibangamyisa

esgele,butkeit'sworththetry,asaziukuthilabantu

basebenzakanjani"

(Yeahit'sunbelievablethoughthatthey'dtakeher

toschool,butthenagainwedon'tknowhowthese

peopleworklike)

Me(sighs):"yeah,IguesssizoqalaeUJthenWits

thenamacollege"

(We'llstartat........colleges)

Hepullsmeintohisarms

Menzi:"sizomtholausisiwakhosesiseduze"



(We'llfindyoursister,weareclose)

"Mama,buka!"

(Look)

Weturntolookathimshowingushistoy

Me:"yazeyayinhle,othingibone"

(It'ssopretty,letmesee)

.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Iparkmycaroutsidethehouseandmakemyway

in.

Me:"baby!I'mhome!"



Ilookaroundforher

Me:"Nessa!?"

Igettothebedroom,it'sempty,there'sonlyabed

withnocovers,Ilookinthecloset,allherclothes

aregone

Me:"Nessa!?"

Ilookbehindeverydoorineveryroomthehouseis

emptylikenoonehasbeenlivinghereforyears

Igobacktoourbedroom

Me:"baby?"

Iclosethedoorandsitonthebed

Inoticewordsonthedoorwritteninblood

Igetupandreadwhattheysay

"Youpromisedyou'llneverfallinlove,butyoudid,

youruinedeverything,youfellforher,youloveher

morethanyoulovedmean.....

Me:"what?Nonothat'snottrueNessa,Idon'tlove

her,Ineverdid"



"Liar!"

Ilookbehindmeandshe'sstandingnexttothe

window,lookingoutside.

Me:"babe,don'tscaremelikethat"

Nessa:"youstillhaven'tkilledyourwife"

Me:"Ican't,notwhilethere'saninnocentbabyinside

ofher"

Nessa:"it'snotevenyours,whydoyoucare?"

Me:"it'sstillmyblood"

Nessa:"yourheart,whostoleyourheart?Isither?

Yourwife?Areyoufallingforher?"

Me:"baby,I'mnotfallingforanyone,myheartbeats

foryou"

Nessa:"liar!!You'vefallenforsomeone,whoisit!

Howcomeyourheartdoesn'tbeatforme

anymore!?"

Sheturnstolookatme,Istartlefallingonthefloor,

shehasaknifestuckthroughherchestwithblood

oozing



alloverher,herfacesuckedinlikeshehasn'teaten

inmonths

Me(fearfully):"baby...y-y-y-you....ohmyGod....

Igetuptryingtoopenthedoorbutit'slocked

Nessa:"youweresupposedtokillyourwholefamily!!

Youweresupposedtokillyourwife!!!Whyarethey

stillalive!!Why!!"

Asharpsirengoesoffmakingmyheadhurtbadly,I

closemyeyesholdingmyhead

"Aahhh,makeitstoop!!"

Iscreamoutloud

Nessa:"youwillpayforwhatyoudidtome!Youwill

paaay!!"

Ihearglassesbreaking

Me:"pleaseNessa,stopit!!Iloveyou!!Ionlylove

you!!Please,Ididn'tmeantohurtyou!!I'llstop

lovingher,please,forgiveme,Ididn'tmeantofall

forher,myheartbelongstoyou..aahhhplease

makethatsoundstop!"



Itgoesquiet,Iopenmyeyes,theroomisbackto

normal,thebediscoveredallherstuffareback,I

getuptolookatthedoor,it'sclean,she'ssittingon

thebed

allcleanandnormalasifnothinghappened

Me:"Nessa?"

Nessa:"areyouokaybabe?"

Ipointtowhereshewasstanding,thenIpointatthe

door

Me:"whatjusthappened?"

Nessa:"whatareyoutalkingabout?

come,sitnexttome"

Ihesitantlygositnexttoher

Nessa:"areyouokay?"

Iholdmyhead

Me:"IthinkI'mhallucinating,IthinkIshouldstart

takingmypillsbeforeIlosemymind"

Nessa:"bull,younotlosingyourmind,it'sprobably



justyourfamilygivingyouallthisstress"

Shegetsonthebedgoingbehindmetogivemea

massage,Iclosemyeyesenjoyinghertouch

Nessa:"how'stherevengeonyourbrothergoing?"

Me:"it'sgoingwell,Ihavethevideoofhisgirlfriend

andIfuckinginCapeTown,Iwantedtomakemore

butitturnsout,she'snotaseasyasIthought,Iwas

goingtomakeitamoviewithdifferentscenes,I

guessI'mgoingtohavetosendhimthisoneonce

I'veeditedsomebackgroundmusic"

Webothburstintolaughter

Nessa:"ohbabe,youshouldtrytoseducehermore,

hedeservesamovieforwhathedidtoyou"

Me:"oncehefindsoutwhathe'slittleinnocent

soulmatehasdone,he'lldefinitelyswitchuponher,

possibledumbher,andguesswho'sarmswillbe

theretowelcomeher?"

Nessa:"yours"

Me:"mine,herwholelifeisinmyhandsnow,her

gradeswillstartgoingdown,she'llfailandloseher



scholarship,thenloseherjob,thenget

academicallyexcludedfromtheUniversity"

Nessa:"thenyou'llsendherbacktowhereshewas

bought"

Me:"yeap"

Nessa:"justlikehowItoldyou,Ithoughtyouwere

chickeningoutandfallingforher"

Me:"never,theplancontinues,I'llreleasethevideo

soon"

Nessa(gasps):"Ihaveanevenbetteridea"

Me:"what?"

Nessa:"youshouldreleaseitonsocialmedia,hide

yourfaceofcause"

Me:"no,that'stoorisky,Ican'triskmyreputation

likethat"

Nessa:"arghfine"

Me:"Iwon'tevenletLowellbeabletosendit,I'll

installavirusonit,ifhethinkshe'lltrysendingit

outtosocialmediawhateverdevicehe'susingwill



die"

Shesitsonmylap

Nessa:"Ilikethewayyouthink"

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

I'vepreparedaspecialdinnerforus,Iwentallout

withcandlesandeverything

Ijusthopehelikesit.

IsitbytheloungewithmybooksstudyingasIwait

onhim,Icoveredthefoodonthetable.Icheckthe

timeit's

nowteno'clockandhe'sstillnotback.

AfterawhileIhearthedoorunlocking



Igetupclosingmybooksandputtingthemaway

nicely

Me:"heybabe!"

Iwalkuptohimandtakehislaptopbag

Itakeoffhissuitjacket,Ipoutmylipsforakiss

withmyeyesclosedwhenIhearhisfootsteps

walkingaway.

Iopenmyeyesdisappointed

Iclosethedoorthenfollowhimtotheroomputting

hisstuffdown

Me:"babe?Areyouokay?Hhhowwasyourday?"

Lulo:"eishAmahle,themillionquestionsthough"

Me:"I'msorry"

Hesighstakingoffhisshoesandsocks

whilesittingonthebed

Igetinthebedandmassagehisshoulders

Me:"stressfulday?"

Lulo:"toomuch,dadhaswokenupfromthecoma"



Me:"oh,that'sgreat.."

Lulo:....

Me:"ornot"

Lulo:"it'scoolIguess"

Heyanksmyhandsoffandheadsout

Ifollowhim

Me:"Imadeusanicedinner,Irealisedwedon't

knowmuchabouteachothercausewehardly

spendanytimetogetherbecauseyoualways

workingsomuch,andmostofthetimeyouatyour

ownapartment,sotonight,Ithoughtwehavea

intimatedinnerwherewecanaskeachother

anything...likeadate!"

Ismileexcitedlywatchinghimwashhisfaceinthe

sinkinthebathroom

Helooksatmewithafaintsmile

Lulo:"babe,ifonlyyoucouldpossesmybodyright

now,you'llunderstandhowtiredIamandhowIjust

wanttosleep"



Me:"oh...

Hewalkstowardsme

Lulo:"canwedoitsomeothertime?Maybe

tomorrow?"

Me(smiling):"okay"

Lulo:"ohwait,tomorrowIhavebacktoback

meetings,I'llprobablyspendthenightatmy

apartment,maybe....

Helooksatmethoughtfully

Lulo:"Ithinknextweekend,I'llbefree,Ipromise,if

I'mnot,I'llpersonallytakeadayoffjustforyou,is

thatalright?"

Me:"iiitsfine,Igguessthesearethedisadvantages

ofbeingboss"

Lulo:"youhavenoidea,butIpromiseyou,itwon't

alwaysbelikethis,it'sjustthatI'mstillnewatthis

positionandtryingtowinalotofpeople'strustand

support"

Icuphisface



Me:"youhavemysupport"

Lulo:"andIappreciateitthemost"

Heticklesmemakingmecrackintolaughterthen

picksmeupwrappingmylegsaroundhim

Me:"wait,Ineedtosortoutthefoodfirst"

Lulo:"you'llseeitinthemorning,wegoingtobed

now"

Wekissashecarriesmetotheroom,wemakeout

forawhilethencuddlesmebeforeimmediately

dozingoff.

Iclosemyeyes

"Ssss"

Iopenmyeyes,IcouldswearIheardsnakesounds,

myheartbeatsfaster

Igetoffhisembraceandheadbacktothelounge,I

packthefoodawaycleaningthedishesbefore

headingbacktomybookstostudy

.

.



.

*******

"Themonstersyourunfromarethoseyoucansee,

themonsterIrunfromisinme"

********

Tobecontinued
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Amahle

•

•

•



•

Me:"I'msorrybutIcan'tcome"

Andiswa:"pleaseAmahle,it'sthelastweekI'llbe

herebeforeIgobackhometoEasternCapeforthe

holidays"

Me:"whycan'twejustspendtimetogether,justyou

meandLuca,youknowIcan'tbefriendswith

Lulama"

Andiswa:"whenyoureallygettoknowthem,they

actuallyprettycool"

Me:"yyoummightberightbutIcanneverbefriends

withLulama"

Andiswa:"butshewantstogettoknowyou,she's

reallyinterestedinbeingyourfriendbutyoualways

givingheracoldshoulder,ifImetmydoppelganger

I'ddefinitelywanttobefriendher"

Me:"ifyousointerestedinbeingherfriendthen

maybeyoushouldjusthangoutwiththem

permanently"

Andiswa:"areyoubreakingupwithme?"



Me:"ifyouwanttobeLulama'sfriend,thenyes,I'm

breakingupwithyou"

Herjawdropsasshelooksatmeforawhile

Andiswa:"youknowIthoughtyouwerekindhearted

andapeoplesperson,butobviouslyImisjudged

you,youactlikethisperfectinnocentperson,you

allaboutGodandmoralsandwhatnotbutyoujust

awhorewhosleepswithbrothers,marriedmen,for

moneyandaccommodation,sies,nowyoudon't

wanttobenicetootherpeopleallbecauseofyour

mistakes,pshwhatamIevensaying,itwasn'ta

mistake,youknewbeforeagreeingtogotoCape

Townwiththedoctorwhatwasboundtohappen,I

meanyouknewyouweregoingtohavesexwith

him,youknewhewantedyou,thewayhelookedat

you,itwasnotamistakethatyousleptwithhim,

you'vekissedhimacoupleoftimesbeforeCape

Townsodon'tactallinnocentasifhetook

advantageofyouandtrickedyouintosleepingwith

him...cheatingisachoiceandyoutookit,Lucawas

rightaboutyou,youarestupid,Ithoughtyouwerea

betterpersonthanthis"



Shetakesherpurseandleavesmyapartment

Iburymyfaceinmyhandstryingto

blockthetearsfromcomingout,butIfail.Ishould

reallystoptrustingeveryonewhocallsthemselves

afriendinmylife,Ididn'tknowfriendsuseyour

mistakesagainstyou,Ireallydon'tknowwhoto

trustanymore,peoplecanjustswitchuponyouina

blinkofaneye

nowAndiswawillprobablytellLulamahernewbest

friendeverythingIdid,thenLulamamighttellLowell,

Lowellwilldefinitelykickmeout,Ialreadyfeellikea

burdeninhislife,thenwhatamIgoingtodo?Ihave

beensavingallthemoney

Lowellgivesmetospendonmyself,forthedayI'll

wakeupandheswitchesonmelikeeverybodyelse.

Ihaven'tbeensavinginthebank,Iwithdrawitand

putitsomewheresafe.

ItakemyphoneandcallLowell

Ihaven'tseenhimintwoweeks

"Hello?"



Me:"aaareaaare....

"YohAmahle,saywhatyouneedtosay,I'mbusy"

Itakeadeepbreath,mystutteringreallyirritates

himsometimes,eventhoughhetriestohideitbutI

seethatfacethateveryonemakeswhenIstutter,

theonethatsays,wouldyouspititoutalready,

Igetthatalot,soI'mnotsurprisedthatitirritates

himaswell,Imeanitirritatesmeaswell

Me:"cccanIcomevisityoufortheholidays?"

"Uhm,Idon'tknow,Ithoughtyou'dwanttogosee

yourfamilyfortheholidays,letthemknowthatyou

alrightandlifeturnedoutprettywellforyou"

Me:"No,Idon'twanttogoback,I'vetoldyouI'mnot

interestedinmyfamily,canIcomeornot?"

"Iguessyoucancome,butyou'llhardlyseeme"

Me:"Imissyousomuch,whwhenareyouvisiting?"

"Eishbabe,I'mbusywithtraveling,I'mworkingon

bigprojectsandtheytakingalotofmytime"

Me:"Ifeellikeyoudon'tmaketimeformeanymore"



"Sowuqalilengokutefa,ufunani?I'mreallybusy

babe,we'lltalklater,okay?"

(You'vestartedwithyourwhinnying....whatdoyou

want?)

Me:"Ijustwantyourtime....

Hehangsuponme

Iputmyphonedownandnursemyheavyhearton

thecouch

Isleeponmybackfacingtheceiling

astearsrundownonthesidesofmyface

ItakemyphoneandcallLuca

"Skat"

Me:"heybro"

"What'sup?"

Me:"I'mjustcheckingonyou,I'llprobablybealone

theseholidays,doyouwannahangout?Ireally

needadistraction,maybewecangotogoldreef

citylikeweplannedbutwenevergottime?"



"Thatwouldbenice,butmyfamilyandIaregoing

onholidayoverseas,AuntyLisaandUncleQuinton

likeplanningthesefamilyvacationseveryholidays,

I'msorry"

Me(sighs):"it'sokay,yourffamilysoundsfun"

"Theyare,don'tyouwanttogovisityoursisters

backinKZN?Iknowyousayyounevergotalong

withyourfamily,butyoushouldn'tturnyourbacks

onthemnowthatyouinvarsity"

I'veneversharedwithanyonehowmyfamily

treatedme,IjusttoldLucaInevergotalongwith

them.ThatIdon'tconsidermyselftohaveafamily.

Me:"yyeahyouright,I'llgovisit"

"Yespleasedo,there'snoplacelikehome,it'llrelax

yourmindfromalltheacademicstressyou'vebeen

through...justtrytoputyourdifferencesasideand

justtrygettingalongandfixingyourbroken

relationship,youneedfamilyMahle,youcan't

abandonthat"

Me:"yeah"



"No!Kyledon'ttouchmycontrollers!

ButIwannaplay

GoawayI'mstillonthephone,I'llplaywithyou

later..

Me(laughs):"what'sgoingonthere?"

"Sorryaboutthat,mylittlecousincanbeapainin

theass"

Me:"hesoundscute,hhowoldishe"

"He'seightandverynaughty"

Ilaugh

"Mahle,I'lltalktoyoulater,I'mleavingtomorrowso

webusywithpacking"

Me:"okay,takealotofpictures,andvideocallme,I

wannaseeallthefunactivitiesy'allbedoing"

"Idefinitelywill,I'llmakeyoufeellikeyoutherewith

us"

Me(laughs):"I'dlikethat,bye"

"Byeskat"



Hehangsup

IguessI'llbealone,Lowelltoldmethathehelped

Preciousescape,Ijustwishshewashere,she'sthe

onlypersonwho'severbeentruetomeand

acceptedmeasIam.ButapparentlyI'mnot

allowedtovisither,Imisshersomuch.

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

I'monavideocallwithBlairandAndiswa

Me:"soshe'snotcoming?"

Andiswa:"no,apparentlyshe'snotinterestedin

makingnewfriends"



Blair:"ouch,sothisishowitfeelsliketoberejected

friendship"

Ilaugh

Me:"wow,she'sfullofherself,Ithoughtshe'dbe

cool"

Andiswa:"Ithoughtshe'dbecooltoo,Iguessnot"

Me:"well,shedoesn'tknowwhatshe'smissingout

on"

Blair:"whataboutLuca?"

Andiswa:"he'sleavingwithhisfamilyonvacation"

Blair:"aawwIwaslookingforwardonseeinghim"

Me:"whydon'tyoujusttelltheboythatyoulikehim"

Blair:"me?Makethefirstmove?Ohheeellno,he'll

askmeoutsoonerorlater"

Andiswa:"letmegoguys,I'llseey'allthisweekend"

Me:"bye"

Shedropsandit'sonlyBlairandI

Blair:"lookslikeyoursisterisnotveryfondofyou"



Me:"sheseemslikeabitch,Idon'tthinkI'm

interestedinknowingheranymore,I'vetriedbeing

nicetoherbutshe'sqalwaysgivingmeacold

shoulder,I'mnotevengoingtobotherconfronting

momaboutheranymore,shecangotohellforallI

care"

Blair:"sojustlikethat,yougivinguponher?"

Me:"yeah,ifthisisthekindofpersonsheis,Idon't

needherasasister,she'sbetterofwiththefamily

shehas,momanddadwilltellmeabouttheirsecret

whenthey'rereadyortheycantaketheirsecretto

thegrave,Idon'tcare"

Blair:"thatisnotthereasonwhyyougivingupon

her...youstillangryathowLowelljustendedthings

withyouforgoodbecauseofher?That'sthetruth"

Me:"Idon'tcarewhoLowellmovesonwithreally"

Blair:"lethimbehappywithher,youarehappywith

Noah,whycan'thebehappywithher?Youcan't

havebothbrothers"

Me(sighs):"let'sneverspeakofthatAmahlegirl,

andweditchingAndiswa,she'snousetous



anymore"

Blair:"afterorbeforetheweekend?"

Me:"before,she'snotcomingwithus,sheshouldgo

backtohercoldbitchassfriend"

Blair:"howaboutwemakeextracashwithher?Give

hertoReid?"

Me:"No,let'sletherbe,we'llfindsomeoneelse"

Blair:"fine"

.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Me:"welookingtobedonehopefullybythe

beginningofnextyear"



"Idon'tknowaboutthat,anothercompanyoffered

togetthejobdonebeforetheendofthisyear

Me:"okay,butdidyouseethedesignyouchose,it's

impossibletofinishitthatquick"

"Ifyoucan'tgetthejobdonethenI'llgosomewhere

theycan"

Me:"okay,fine,wecangetthejobdone,byendof

thisyear"

"(Sighs)fine,I'monlyagreeingcauseyourfather

andIcomealongwayandIwouldn'twanttogive

thisopportunitytosomeoneelsebeforegivingyou

achance"

Me:"Iunderstand,thankyouforthat,butIpromise

you,I'mjustascapableasmyfather"

"I'llbelieveitwhenIseeit"

Me:"okay,we'llbecomingtoyoursitenextweek"

"Okay,bye"

Me:"bye"

Ihangupandgetbacktowork



Aknockcomesthroughthedoor

Me:"comein"

Mom:"heyson"

Me:"mom,hey"

Igetupandweshareahug

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Mom:"IjustcametoletyouknowthatI'llhaveto

stepdownmypositioninthemeantime,you'llhave

tofindsomeoneelse"

Me:"oh,areyousure?"

Mom:"yes,Ineedtotakecareofyourfather,he

can'tdoanythingforhimself""

Me:"how'sheholdingup?"

Mom:"it'slikehe'ssomeonecompletelydifferent,

notonlydoeshenotremembermostpartsofhis

life,hehadchangedintothisGodfearinggood

heartedman,it'sgoodbutIjustcan'tcometo

acceptit"

Me:"wow,Godfearing?Bongani?(Laughing)that'sa



changeindeed"

Shelaughsabit

Mom:"thisisnotalaughingmatterson,andhe

wantsthefamilycloseragain,hedoesn'tlikethe

factthatyoudonotvisit

mostofthetimeso,youguysneedtocomefor

dinnertonight,allofyouasafamily"

Me:"mah..youknowhowthoseusuallyturnout"

Mom:"it'llbedifferentthistime,yourfatherisa

changedman,nomoreconflict,andyour

grandfatherisnotleavinguntilheseesachangein

thisfamily,untilhe'ssurethatweareUnitedagain"

Isighandleanbacklookingather

Me:"okayfine"

Mom(smiling):"thankyouson,andthiswouldbea

goodtimetobringyourgirlfriend,Ineedtomeether

already"

Me:"I'llbringher"

Mom:"really?Ohhfinally,I'llseemymakoti"



Ilaugh

Me:"yeahyeah,justpleasedon'tstartupdrama,the

lastthingIwantisforhertoseeglassesbeing

thrownacrossthetableandwrestlemaniafights"

Shegigglescoveringhermouth

Mom:"noyoudon'thavetoworryaboutthat

anymore,likeIsaid,yourfatherisachangedman"

Me(smiles):"ifyousayso

.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Me:"you'vebeendoingwellMrsMalinzi,you

recoveringwellfromyoursurgery,you'llsoonbe



dischargedandgobacktoyourfamily"

MrsMalinzi:"thatisgoodnewsdoctorIcan'twaitto

getoutofhere"

Me:"inathreedaysyouwillbeout"

Shesmilesexcitedlyastearsstreamdownherface

MrsMalinzi:"thankyousomuchforsavingmylife

doctor,Ihaveaeightmontholdbabyandtwogirls

whoarestillinprimary,Idon'tthinkIwasreadyto

leavethemjustyet,theystilltooyoung"

Me:"don'tworry,youwilllivetoseeyourkidsgrow

intobeautifulstrongindependentwomen,justkeep

yourheartsafeforthem,you'llbefine"

Shewipeshertearslookingatme

MrsMalinzi:"canIgiveyouahug?"

Me:"ofcause"

Weshareabriefhug

Me:"youareastrongwomanMrsMalinzi,you

survivedoneriskysurgery,youtrulyserveastrong

God"



MrsMalinzi:"indeedIdo"

Me:"haveanicerest,I'llcheckonyouagain

tomorrow"

Ileaveherandheadbacktomyoffice

Aknockcomesthroughthedoor

Me:"comein"

Shemakesherwayin,Ilookupatherandgetup

frommychairsurprisedtoseeherhere,asmile

voluntarilyformsonmyface

Me:"Amahle?Whatareyoudoinghere?..Imean,

pleasetakeaseat"

Isitdownasshesitsoppositeme

Amahle:"howareyou?"

Me:"I'mgood,it'sreallyboringatthehospital

withoutyouguys..howareyou?"

Amahle:"I'mgood,Ijustfinishedmyappointment

withDrKhalala"

Me:"oh,anythingnew?"



Sheshakesherheaddisappointedly

Amahle:"No,nothing,IIttoldhimthisismylast

appointment,Ican'tkeepdoingthistomyself,I

hhavetoacceptthatnothingwillchangeandthisis

mysituation,ifthisiswhatGodhadplannedforme

thenbeit,heknowsbetter,it'sprobablyforthebest"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"don'ttalklikethat,DrKhalalawillhelpyou,I

knowhecan,orIcanfindyouanotherspecialist

fromoverseas,he'lldefinitelyhaveasolution"

Sheshakesherheaddisagreeing

Amahle:"Idon'twannaputmyselfthroughthat,I

don'twantbabies

anyway,Idon'twannabringinnocent

humanstomymesseduplife,I'mbetteroffalone"

Me:"younotalone,Lowelllovesyou,hestuckwith

youeventhoughheknows

youhaveadamagedwomb,Ithought

he'dleavecauseIknowhowmybrotheris,he



wantsanheirandafamilyoneday,that'sallhe

talkedabouteventhoughhewasafuckboy,he

saidhe'llsettlewithawomanwho'sfittohavehis

children,Iguesshechoseyou,hesawyoufit,he

eventalksaboutmarryingyouoneday,I'venever

seenhimsowhipped....Iguesshereallydoeslove

youtoacceptyouwithadamagedwomb(chuckles)

Idoubtedhim"

Shelooksdownshakingherhead

Amahle:"hedoesn'tknow"

Iplacemyelbowsonthetablepressingmylips

Me:"I'msorryIdidn'tknow,uhmbutI'msurehe'll

stillhavenoproblem,ifhereallylovesyouhewon't

mind,youguyscanadoptinfutureor....

Shewipesherface,Ishouldjustshutmymouth

already

Me:"I'msorryIndy"

Shelooksatmeforcingasmile

Amahle:"don'tworryaboutme,myeyesdothisalot,

I'mnotcrying"



Me:"yousure?"

Shenodsfakingalaughbuthertears

betrayherastheystartfallinguncontrollably

Igetupandwalkaroundtowardsher

Isitonmydeskinfrontofher,thenhelpherstand

upandholdherintomyembracetightly,shewraps

herarmsaroundme

Amahle:"I'msssorry,Ididn'tmeantocry"

Me:"it'sokay,feelfreetocry,I'mhereforit"

Shemovesherfacefrommychestlookingupatme,

Ilookathertremblinglipsfeelingtheurgetokiss

them,Imove

closeruntiltherewasnogapbetweenus

Ipullherbottomlipgentlywithmyteeth

Shemovesawayfrommyembracewithoutkissing

meback

Amahle:"Icametoaskforafavor"

Me:"whatisit?"



Amahle:"ccanIcontinueworking,evenduringthe

holidays?"

Me:"noIcannotletyoudothat,youneedtorestand

spendtimewith......

IstopasIrememberwhatshetoldmeabouther

familyandIknowLowellwillbeworking,evenmore

duringtheholidaysI'veworkedtherebefore,that

businesstakesalotofsomeone'stime

Me:"withyourman"

Amahle:"he'salwaysworking,theCEOposition

takesalotofhistime,sssoIththinkitbebestifI

alsooccupymyself

withworktoo"

Me:"Ican't...youguysworkinghereispartofa

schoolprogramthat'swhyyoudon'tgetpaidcause

it'spracticals...makingyouworkwhileothersgoon

holidaysisnotright"

Me:"Idon'tmind,itdoesn'thavetobeliketheway

wedoinpracticals,IcanbeacleaneroryourPA,as

longasI'mworkingandIwanttomakeextracash



duringtheholidays,I'maskingforarealjob,justfor

theholidays..butifyoucan'tI'llgolooksomewhere

else"

Me:"Nono,it'sfine,youcanworkhere,youcanbe

myPA,Iguessit'llbenefityoutolearnmore"

Amahle:"thankyousomuch"

Me:"I'llcallyouonwhenyoucanstart"

Amahle:"okay..Ireallyappreciateit"

Sheattemptstohugmebutstopsherselfandpulls

outherhandforahandshake,Ishakeherhand,

nowIdon'tfeellikelettingitgo

Amahle:"byeLwandle"

Me:"ByeIndigo"

Shesmiles

Amahle:"myhand?"

Me:(chuckles):"oh..right"

Iletgoandwatchherwalkaway,shesmilesfaintly

backatmebeforewalkingout



Isighandafrowncreepsonmyface

I'vebeencontemplatingsendingthatvideo,Ithink

it'sstilltooearly,whyisthisrevengegettingharder

everyday,Idon'tknowifIlikeseeingherlikethis.....

hersmilehaschanged,itsnotthesame

smileIgotinCapeTown,hereyes,they

don'thavethatsparkleanymoretheyhavebagslike

shedoesn'tgetenoughsleeporshecriesalot,her

toneisverydepressing.CouldLowellbe....Nohe'd

never,helovesherhewouldn'tlayhis

handsonherlikethat...orcouldhe?

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.



IplaymysadmusicsingingoutloudandIdanceto

itasIpreparetocook.

Iwearmyapronthenheadtothefridge

Itakeoutthechickenfromthefreezer

andotheringredientsforthecupboards

Me(singing):" CauseIcan'tmakeyoulovemeif

youdon't

Youcan'tmakeyourheartfeelsomethingitwon't

Hereinthedark,inthesefinalhours

IwilllaydownmyheartandI'llfeelthepower

Butyouwon't,noyouwon't .....

Alotofthoughtsrunthroughmymind

asIthinkofallthepeoplewhoIexpectedlovefrom,

butgottheoppositeinstead

Me(singing):" CauseIcan'tmakeyouloveme,if

youdon't

I'llclosemyeyes,thenIwon'tsee



Theloveyoudon'tfeelwhenyou'reholdingme

MorningwillcomeandI'lldowhat'sright

Justgivemetillthentogiveupthisfight

AndIwillgiveupthisfight

CauseIcan'tmakeyoulovemeifyoudon't.......

"Suchdepressingmusicbabe"

HeholdsmefrombehindasI'mchoppingtheonion,

Iturntolookathim

Hesmilesatmeandwipesmytears

Lulo:"arethosefromtheonionsorthesong?"

Me(laughs):"theonions,Ididn'texpectyoutocome

today"

Hepullsmeinforakiss

Lulo:"yeahwellImissedyoutoomuch"

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneck

Me:"Imissedyoumore"

Lulo:"don'tbothercooking,I'mtakingyouout"



IsmilewidelyasIfeelabitofexcitement

Me:"really?"

Lulo:"yep"

Me:"okayletmegogetready,pleaseputthese

thingsback"

Lulo:"okaybabe"

Ipeckhislipsbeforerushingtotheroomgetting

myselfready,Iapplyabitofmakeuptohidemy

puffyeyes,Ifinallygotthehangofthismakeup

thingbutIhardlyuseit,IputitbutIdon'tgodeep

intoitwiththelayerslikethewayslayqueensdo.

Iputonmyweave,Ithrewonapairofjeanswith

mylaceycroptopandan

oversizedjacketwithsneakers.

Igrabmyphonethenheadout,Ifindhim

inthekitchenhavingcereal

Me:"yyyouhavingcerealatnight?"

Helaughsabit



Lulo:"I'msohungry,haven'teatenallday,thiscereal

willkeepmetilldinner"

Hewipeshismouthdumpingthebowl

inthesinkthenweheadout

Wenowontheroad

Me(smiling):"so,whereareyoutakingme?"

Lulo:"tomyparentshouse"

Myjawdropsasmyheartpoundsfasteragainstmy

chest

Me:"what?"

Lulo:"yougoingtomeetmyfamilybaby"

Ican'tbelievethis,Idon'tthinkI'mreadyforthis,

whatdoeshemeanbyfamily?

Me:"yourwholefamily?"

Lulo:"yeap"

.

.

.



.

*********

"Nomatterhowyoubehavewithpeoplearoundyou,

theywillloveyouaccordingtotheirneedandmood"

(Author)

********

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:36] :Insert43

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•



•

•

Heparksthecaroutsidethebigmansion

Me:"whwhydidn'tyouwarnmewewerecomingto

seeyourparents?"

Lulo:"Ithoughtit'dbeanicesurprise"

Me:"how?I'mnotevendressedappropriately,I

would'veatleastputonalongdressorsomething

moredecent,don'tyoucarewhatyourparents

mightthinkofme?"

Lulo:"youmakingabigdealoutofnothing,wenot

married,youdon'thavetobewearingdresses"

Me:"justbecausewenotmarriedmeansit'sokay

foryourparentstoseemeasacheaplookinggirl

whodoesn'trespectthemandtheirhome?Thisis

nothow

Iwastaughtathome,youshould'vewarnedme,

youletmegetready,whatifIputonaminiskirt?"

Herollshiseyes



Lulo:"butyouarenot,relax,thisisnotzululand,my

parentsaremodernand

theyknowthingsarenotdonelikethe

oldendaysanymore"

Me:"ItoldyouthatI'mnotreadytomeetyour

parentsyet,yousaidyouwerecool

withthatandyou'drespectmywishes,nowyougo

anddothis?"

Lulo:"I'msorrykebutwealreadyherenow,there's

noturningback,areyoucomingorstayinginthe

car?"

Ifoldmyarmsandlookawayfromhim

Me:"I'llstayinthecar"

Lulo:"don'tberidiculousbabe,mymom

islookingforwardtomeetingyou,she'sbeen

askingaboutyounonstop,please,I'msorryfornot

warningyou"

Hetakesmyhandpullingmesothat

hecankissmycheeks



Lulo:"pleasesthandwasam"

Ilookathimandhismakingacutebabyface,I

smileandrollmyeyes

Me:"fine"

Lulo:"wait"

Hequicklygetsoutofthecarthenruns

aroundtoopenthedoorforme,IlaughathimasI

makemywayout.Izipup

myjackettocovermyexposedflesh.

Wemakeourwayinwithhimholding

myhand,wefindabeautifulwoman

settingthetable

Lulo:"eveningmomma"

Sheturnstolookatus,hereyesland

onmewithabigsmileonherface

Her:"goodevening"

Shewalkstowardsus



Her:"youmustbeAmahle"

Inodmyhead

Me:"yesmah"

Her:"wowyouarebeautiful"

Me:"thankyoumah"

Shelooksatmeforawhilethenleadsustothe

table,IsitnexttoLuloasshe

continuestosetthetable

Me:"cccanIhelpyoumah?"

Her:"ohyesplease,ifyoudon'tmind"

Igetupandhelphersetthetable

"Mommywehome!"

Myheartjumpsatthesoundofhisvoice

Her:"thiswaybaby!"

Itrytoavoideyecontactbygoingbacktothe

kitchentogetmorestuff

Itakemytimetobreathastheyallgreet



eachother.Iwetmyhandsbythesink

withcoldwaterthenshakethembefore

puttingthemovermyface,Itakeout

myinhalerfrommypocket,Ialwayskeepitcloseto

me.

Iinhaletwopuffsandmybreathingwentbackto

normalbutmyheartratewas

stillcrazyIfeltmytummygrowlfrom

thenerves.Haveyoueverfeltthose

nervesyougetwhenyouarecalled

infrontoftheclasstosayanunprepared

speech?That'showI'mfeeling.

"Heysweetiehowsitgoing?"

Me:"ohIwasjustwonderingifIshould

takethelongglassesortheshortones"

Her:"oh,takethelongones"

Iplacethemonthetrayasshetakes



theplatesandweheadbacktothe

table,IlookdownavoidingeyesasI

placetheglassonthetable

Her:"youcanjustputonenexttoeverychair"

Me:"okaymah"

Iwalkaroundthetableplacingglasses

nexttoeveryonetillIgetbetween

Noahandhiswife,Ifeelhiseyeson

measIquicklyplacetheglassandhead

backtomyseat

Lowellbrushesmybackthenplacesa

kissonmycheek

Lulo:"thisisAmahle,mygirlfriend,Amahle,thisis

mymom,Norah,that's

mybrotherNoahandhiswifeLulama"

TheyallgreetmeandIgreetback

passingtheireyesasquickasIcan



Norah:"letmegogetyourfather"

Sheleavesthetable,andthere's

awkwardsilence

Noah:"it'snicetobefinallyofficially

introducedtothefamousAmahle"

Lulo:"butyouseeheralmosteveryday

athospital"

Noah:"yeahbutyou'veneverintroduced

us"

Lulo:"yeahwelly'allhavebeennaggingsohereshe

is,thequeenofmyheart"

Ilookathimandsmilehesmiles

back,IlookatNoahandhe'ssmiling

atme,Ismilebackbeforemyeyesland

onthewife'sbullstareatme

Ilookdown

Themotherwalksbackinwiththefather



inawheelchair,thisfamilyisbeautiful

theparentslookyoung,youwouldn't

telltheyhavegrownassmenaschildren

Father:"goodeveningfamily"

Wegreethimassheplaceshiswheelchaironthe

endofthetable

Thenshemakesherwaytotheotherend.Anolder

manwalkstowards

thetablesittingnexttome

Hegreetsandwegreethimback

Father:"letusallcloseoureyesandblessthefood"

IfeelLuloholdingmyhandashismotherreaches

outherhandtome

Iholdherhand,everyoneholdshands

aswecloseoureyes

Father:"Lordwethankyouforthisopportunityof

bringingourfamily

backtogether,weappreciatethat



weallstillaliveandgetthismoment

tomendourbrokenrelationship,Lord

blessthefoodandtheamazinghands

thatpreparedit,inJesusname,Amen"

Us:"Amen"

Norah:"right,everyonepleasedishup

anddigin"

Thebigbowlsstartgoingaround

aseveryonedishesupwhattheywant

fromthetable.Thisisabigtable,I've

onlyseenthesetypesofsetupsonTV

Ididn'tknowpeopleactuallyselfservice

themselvesaroundthetable

Everyonestartsdiggingin,Ikeepmy

focusonmyplate,thisisthemost

awkwardsituationI'veeverbeenin

Lulo:"oh,Amahle,thisismyfatherBonganiand



that'smygrandad"

Me:"it'snnicetofinallymeetyouall"

Bongani:"it'snicetomeetyoutoodear,

Ihearthatyouthewomanwho'sdrivingmyson

crazyinagoodway"

Ismilelettingoutasilentgiggle

Noah:"yourson,reallyisinlovewithher"

Hesayslockingeyeswithme

Lulo:"Iam,that'swhyshe'shere"

Norah:"sotellus,howdidyoutwomeet?"

Welookateachother

Lulo:"wemetataclub,shewasworking

asaparttimewaitressthere,oneday

sheservedmedrinksandIfellinlove"

Norah:"soitwasloveatfirstsight?"

Me:"forhim,yes"

Welaugh



Lulo:"butIworkedmycharmandwithin

amatterofdaysshewasmine"

Me:"weeks,youmean"

Theylaughagain

Lulo:"ohplease,youknowyoufellformethe

minuteIsaidhi"

Irollmyeyesathim

Norah:"awwyouaresoadorable"

Iblushlookingdownatmyfood

Myphoneringsfrommylittlepursue

Itakeitoutandit'sLuca

IwhispersnexttoLowell'sear

Me:"ohcanItakethis?"

Lulo:"nophonesonthetablebabe"

Me:"please"

Heshakeshisheadandgivesmea

sternlook,itstopsringing



Norah:"soyoustillworkattheclub?"

Me:"nomah,itwwasjjjustaholiday

job,I'mcurrentlyafulltimestudent

atWits"

Bongani:"interesting,whatareyou

studying?"

Me:"medicine"

Norah(lookingatNoah):"ohhwouldyoulookatthat,

wehavetwodoctorsonthe

table"

Noah(chortles):"actually,sheworks

part-timeatthehospital,Imustsay

she'sreallysmartandpassionateabout

hercareer"

Norah:"ohhsoyoutwohavealreadymet?"

Noah:"yes,sheimpressedmewithher

passionwhenIwenttoherschoolto



pickoutstudentstobepartofthehospitalfor

practicaleducation"

Bongani:"sowhatdoctordoyouwishtobe?"

Me:"Iwanttobeaheartsurgeon"

Norah:"twodoctorsbothheartsurgeons

nowweknowwewillneverdieofheart

problemsinthisfamily"

Wealllaugh,myeyeslandonLulama

whohasastraightfaceeatingherfood

mysmiledisappears,hercoldglares

aremakingmeuncomfortable

Noah:"Indywillmakeagooddoctor"

Lulama:"Indy?"

SheaskslookingatNoah

Noah:"ohyes,that'sherothername"

Norah:"Indy?Whatisitshortfor?"

Me:"Indigo"



Lulama:"youareIndy?"

Inodasshegivesmeareallydaring

look,iflookscouldkill,I'dbedeadby

now

Norah:"Indigoisanicename"

Me:"thankyoumah"

Lulamadrinksherwholeglassof

juiceandpoursanotherthengalpsit

downagainasthoughshe'stryingto

calmherbrewinganger

Lulo:"everythingaboutyouisbeautifulbabe"

Ilookathim,heunexpectedlypecksmy

lips

Ifrownathim,givinghima"stopit"

face

Norah(smiling):"uhhokay,youjustgoingtoserveus

likethat"



Bongani:"ahhyounglove,Irememberwhenyour

motherandIwereonceyoungandmadlyinlove"

Thegranddadchucklesopposingly

Myphoneringsagain

Norah:"youshouldprobablygetthat"

Lulo:"orputyourphoneonsilence"

Noah:"it'sprobablyimportantyoushouldgoanswer

it"

Lulo:"whatcouldbeimportant,I'mhere"

Norah:"herfamily?"

Lulo:"shedoesn'thaveone

Ilookathimasthetablefallssilent

Lulo:"Imean....

Ifeeltearsthreatenmyeyespainfully

Me:"I'mgonnatakethis"

Igetupandheadtowardsthedoor

leadingoutsideasIanswerthevideocall



Me:"heyLuca"

Mybreakingvoicebetraysme

Luca:"heyareyouokay?"

Me:"I'mfine,how'sitgoing?"

Luca:"Ijustwantedtocheckonyou,Iknowyou

probablyaloneinyourquiet

apartmentsoIwantedtokeepyou

company"

Me(smiling):"that'sreallysweetofyou,

butI'mactuallyhavingdinnerwithLulonke's

parents"

Heraiseshisbrowsshocked

Luca:"really?Ithoughtyouwerenotreadyforthat

yet?"

Me(sigh):"Iwasn't,iiitwwasmorelike

anambush,notplanned,hesaidhe's

takingmeoutfordinner,nextthingwe

parkedoutsidehisparentshouse"



Luca:"oh,thatwasaninconsideratemove"

Me:"iiitsfine,IguessIwasgoingto

meetthemsoonerorlater,it'sjust

theawkwardnessistoomuch,with

Noahandhiswifeheretoo"

Luca:"shit!Thisjustturnedintosome

fuckedupdramaseries,youbetter

trygettingoutoftherebefore

anydramastartsbrewing,makeupa

headacheorsomething"

Me:"theynotthatbadthough,theparents"

.

.

.

.

Lowell

.



.

.

Noah:"it'sjustaphonecallman,you

didn'thavetobethatharsh"

Lulama:"whydoyoucare?It'stheirrelationship"

HelooksatLulamaandstaresintohereyes

emotionlesslyforawhile,

intimidatedsherollshereyesandsitsback

Me:"Ididn'tmeanforittocomeoutasbeingharsh"

Dad:"thatwasnotanicethingtosay"

Me:"whatdoyouknowaboutnicethingstosay"

Mom:"Lowell!"

Grandad:"inhloniphoayikhokulezingane

zalayikhaya"

(There'snorespectfromthesekidsofthis

household)

Me:"inhloniphoisearned,andhesurethehellhasn't

earnedit"



Bongani:"hliselaulakandodane"

(Calmyourtemperson)

Me:"ohplease,shutyourmouthalready,I'monly

toleratingthisshitofadinner

formom'ssakeandgrandad"

Mom:"Lowell!That'syourfather,watchyourtone"

Me:"myfatherdiedalongtimeago,Idon'tknowthis

man"

AfterawhileAmahlecomesback

tothetable.Ilookather,Igiveher

asmile,Ifeelreallybadaboutwhat

Isaid.Itwasuncalledfor.

Imoveclosertoherear

Me:"youokay?"

Amahle:"I'mfine"

Me(whispers):"I'msorry"

Amahle:"it'sokay"



Shetriesassuringmewithasmile

Bongani:"Ihavesomethingtosay"

Weallpayhimattention

Bongani:"apparentlyIhaven'tbeenthebestdadin

theworld,andyourmothertoldmethethingsI've

done,I'mnot

proudofthepersonIwas,andIwant

toapologizetoyouall,forallthepain

anddamageI'vecausedinyourhearts

andlives,thethingsI'vemadeyou

witnessatayoungage,Imightnot

rememberthemallbutIcanseeby

thehateIgetfrommyownchildrenthat

IwasnotthefatherIoncepromisedmyselfandmy

wifetobeandforthat

I'mtrulysorry"

Helooksatme

Bongani:"son,thatcompany,fromthe



verybeginningwhenyourmotherand

Iwerebuildingit,wediditforyouand

Noah,whoeverwouldfindinterest,but

wewantedyoutofindyourownpassionsand

pursuethat,andwhenthe

timecame,thecompanywouldbehandedoverto

themostcompatible

son,IguessIshould'vetoldy'allthis

insteadoffightingyou,yourmom

toldmeaboutourfightthatinvolved

gunsandhowIwasreadytotakeyour

lifeandendedupshootingher,Ihope

youfinditinyourhearttoforgiveme.

Idon'tknowwhatgotintomethatgave

methegutstopointagunatmyown

blood.Fromnowon,it'sfine,thecompanyisyours

torun,youhavemy

blessingfortheCEOposition,I'llnever



trytakeitawayfromyou,Ijustwantto

focusonyouguys,speciallyyour

mother,I'veputherthroughsomuch

yetshenevergaveuponme,it'stime

Ipickedupthebrokenpiecesofher

heartandtryputtingthemtogether,Iknowitwon't

bethesamestrongheartthatIfoundwhenIfirst

metherbut

it'llbebetterthanitisnow,Iwantus

toallbeanormalhappyfamilyagain"

Hesighsasifaweighthasbeenlifted

offhisshoulders

Me(clearsthroat):"uhm...wow..I..Idon'tknowwhat

tosay"

grandad:"justsayyou'llgiveyour

fatheranotherchanceandstopallthisfighting

already...."

Mom:"pleaseson,wedeservetobe



afamilyagain,yourfatherisachanged

man"

Isighlookingathim

Noah:"ohplease,doyouexpectustoreallybelieve

Bonganiisachangedman?Whatwillhappenifhe

regainshis

memory?Andallthehatredhehadinhisheart

comesback,whatthen?Wewon'tbeplayinghappy

familyjustbecauseofalittlememoryloss,he'snot

dying,he'llgobacktohisoldself,allthis,isjust

aconcussion,don'tbelieveeverything

thatcomesoutofhismouth,don't

befooledbyamnesia"

Mom:"Noah,please,Itoldyourfathereverything,he

reallywantstochange,

hetalkedaboutchangebeforethecar

accident,hereallymeansit,I'veknown

himforwaytoolongIknowhemeans



it"

Noah:"whatevermom,believewhatyou

wanttobelieve,butdon'tdragusinto

it"

grandad:"whetheryouforgivehimornot,every

Saturdays,allofyou,dinnerhere,whenthere'sa

familymeeting,Iwantyouallhere,amIclear?"

Welookateachotherthenallagree

noonewishestomesswithgrandad"

Noah:"Irefuse,I'vealwaysaccepted

everythingthisfamilywantedfromme

butnotevenoncehaveIeverbeenaccepted,Idon't

knowwhetherIwas

amistakeofacondomburstingduring

yourlovemakingorwhat,youalllost

myrespectthedayyouchasedNessa

away,nowshe'sinKZNanddoesn't

wannacomebackbecauseofyou...



Bonganicangotohell,Idon'tknowwhythedevil

didn'ttakehiminhiscoma"

Theroomfallssilent,Icannotbelieve

whathejustsaid

Me:"Nessa?"

Lulama:"who'sNessa?"

Mom:"thisisnotthetime...let'srespectourguest

please"

Noah:"whyhideit,yourguestshouldknowwhat

kindoffuckedupfamily

she'sgettingherselfinto,youallacceptingLowell's

girlfriendandthefactthathe'sinlovewithherbutI

hadtomarrysomeoneIdidn'tlovebecause

youalljustcouldn'tacceptthefactthat

Ishouldbehappywithouthavingsomethingtouse

againstme,withLowellit'sthecompanywithme

it'smylovelife"

Me:"bro,Vanessacan'tcomebackevenifwe

wantedherto"



Grandad:"yinndabawakhulumangabantuabafa

kudalalomfana?"

(Whyisthisboytalkingaboutpeoplewholong

died?)

Noah:"she'snotdead!ShewentbacktoKZNcause

youneverwantedtoaccepther"

Mom:"Lwandle!Stop!Vanessaisdeadandyou

havetostoptalkingasifshe'sstillalive,I'vehad

enoughofthis,she'sgone

she'snevercomingback"

Hestartsbreathingoutloudlookingat

uswithcoldfumingeyes

Momshouldn'thaveshoutedathimnowshejust

wokeupthedevil

Noah:"she'snotdead!!"

Hesqueezeshisglasstillitbrokestartlingusall

Noah(agitated):"she'snotdead,whydon'tyou

believeme!!"

Bloodisoozingouthishand



Amahle:"Lwandle..calmdown,please"

Ilookatherasshelooksathimwith

pleadingeyes

Noah:"Nessaisnotdead,theylying!!"

Amahle:"Ibelieveyou,NessaisinKZN,she'snot

dead"

Noah:"youbelieveme?"

Shenods

Amahle:"she'snotdead"

Noah:"she'snot,shelovesme"

Amahle:"she'snotdead,shelovesyou"

Hesighsandsitsbackcalminghimselfdown

Noah:"Ineedtogo"

Hegetsup

Noah:"goodnighteveryone"

Hewalksaway,lulamagetsupandfollowsbehind

him



MyeyesstillstuckonAmahle,shelooks

atmethenquicklylooksaway

Grandad:"thisfamilyiscursed,lowamfana

unesinyama,didy'allgocleansehimafterthatgirls

death?"

Mom:"hedoesn'tbelieveinthosethings,hegot

medicalhelpinstead,withtherapyandmedication"

Hechucklesshakinghishead

Grandad:"andyouwonderwhyhe'scrazy?Thatboy

needtogogetcleansedtraditionally,youranaway

fromhomeandyounevergotthechanceto

welcomethesekidstotheirancestors,I'msure

abaphansibawuflathelenje

lomndeni,yikhonjeninje"

(I'msuretheancestorshaveturnedtheirbackson

thisfamily,thatiswhyyouall

likethis)

Grandad:"ngizobizaumuntuozozohlambulula

yonkelenyakanyaka



elakulomndeni,thesecomingholidays

wearefixingyourrelationshipwithyourancestors,

youdidn'tevendothingstherightwaybefore

gettingmarried,youjustranaway,whatdidyou

thinkwasgoingtohappen?Huh?youweregoingto

livehappilyeverafter?Withoutmyblessings?

Withoutyourmother'sblessings?Whatabout

Bongani'sfamily?Theylongdied,didyouletthem

knowyouwerestartingafamily?Didyouaskedfor

theirblessings?Thisfamilyiscursednjeyou

cannotrunfromyourculture,it'seitherthingsare

donetherightwayoryouwillneverbeahappy

family,havey'alleverbeentrulyhappynjeasa

family?Musaniukuzenzaabelungunenzeizinto

zosikomarn!"

(Stopactinglikewhitepeopleanddo

thingsthetraditionalway!)

Hegetsupandwalksaway

There'sawkwardsilenceforawhile

Mom:"wellthisdinnerisruined,Ithoughtit'dbe

differentthistime"



Bongani:"yourfatherisright,thisfamily

iscursed,hasNoahalwaysbeenlike

this?"

Mom:"yeah,hegotbipolarwhenhestarteddating

Nessa"

Bongani:"howdidNessadie?"

Mom:"Ithinkweshouldcallitanight"

Shelooksatus

Me:"weshouldgetgoing,thanksforinvitingusfor

dinnerandembarrassing

meinfrontofmygirl"

IgetupandtakeAmahle'shandthenwe

headout

Withoutsayinganythingtoeachother

wedrivehome

.

.



.

Lulama

.

.

.

Hecomesoutoftheshowersinging

he'smoodwentfromangrytohappy

realquickwhichiskindascary,I'mstartingtothink

somethingismentally

notrightwithNoahanditscaresme

Hesitsontheedgeofthebed

Hesignswithhishandformeto

comesitnexttohim,Imovedownandsitnextto

him

Noah:"I'msorryaboutthat"

Me:"who'sVanessa?"

Hesighs



Noah:"she'smyexwife"

Me:"whendidshedie?"

Helooksatmewithafrown

Me:"Imean,whereisshe"

Noah:"she'sinKZNmyfamilysentherawaycause

theyneverlikedher,thentoldmeshewasdead,but

whenIwenttovisitherinherpenthouseinKZNshe

wasthere,she'snotdead"

Inod

Me:"sowhenyougotoKZNshe'stheoneyoukeep

visiting?"

Henods,Ifeelmyheartbreaking

Me:"doyouhavesexwithher?"

Noah:"no,sherespectsourmarriage,shewon't

touchmeunlessIdivorceyou"

Me:"yougoingtodivorceme?"

Helooksatmethensmiles

Noah:"no,Iwon'tdivorceyou,youcarryingmy



baby"

Me:"isthattheonlyreason?"

Noah:"I'mgettingoverher,I'mstartingtofallfor

you"

Me:"andwhat'sgoingonbetweenyouandIndy?"

Helooksawayashegetsuptolotionhisbody

Noah:"she'smystudentandmybrother'sgirlfriend,

whatelsewouldbegoingon?"

Me:"whyyoubeingjumpy?Sheevencallsyouby

yoursecondname,only

yourmomcallsyouthat"

Noah:"sowhatLulama,youcancallmethatifyou

wantedto,it'smyname,Ineverforbidanyoneto

callmynames"

Me:"hercologne,it'sthesamecologneIsmelton

youthatday,shewasalsowearingthesamecolor

lipstick"

Noah:"womenwearsamecolognesandlipsticks

Lulama,Iwouldneverdothat



tomyownbrother...

Helooksatme

Me:"justlikehowyou'dneversleepwithwithmy

brotherI'dneversleepnorkisswithmybrother's

girl...unless,youwould?"

Ibreakeyecontactandgetupfixingthebedforus

tosleep

Me:"that'sridiculous,I'dnever"

Noah:"that'swhatIthought"

.

.

.

*******

"Toignoreevilistobecomeaccompliceto

it"(unknown)

******

Tobecontinued
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•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

Igetoffthebathtub,wrapatowelaroundme,after

cleaningupIhead

tothebedroom.

IfindLowellsittingontheedgeofthe

bedhalfnaked,hestaresatmeasI

makemywayinfrontofthemirrortolotionmybody,



Ican'thelpbutfeelhiseyesuncomfortablypeircing

through

myskin

Iwearmypantybeforedroppingthe

towelonthefloor

"Areyougoingtoexplaintome?"

Hefinallylet'sitout,thesearethefirstwordshe's

sayingtomesincewecamefromthedinner,he's

beenignoringme

Me:"explainwhatbabe?"

IaskasIputonmynightdressandheadtobed

gettinginthecovers

Lulo:"don'tplaydumbwithmeAmahle"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"whwhatareyoutalkingabout?"

Lulo:"youknowwhatI'mtalkingabout,mybrother

actingcrazyatthetable,youbeingabletocalmhim

downandunderstandingwhathe'sgoingthrough

eventhoughitwasyourfirsttimeseeinghimlike



that,itdidn'tshockyou,nooneinthefamilyisever

abletocalmhimdownbutheactscrazyinfrontof

youforthefirsttimeandyoucalminghimdown

lookingathimasthoughhemeanstheworldto

you"

Me:"Iddidn'tknownoonecancalmhimdown"

Lulo:"howdidyouknowwhathe'sgoingthrough?

Whydidyoumakehimbelievewhathewassaying

istrue?"

Isigh

Me:"IInnoticedthathewasvveryangrytoapoint

wherehebrokeaglasswithhishand,hisbreathing

ratestartedincreasingandsweatwasbreakingout

ofhisface,thoseweresignsofsomeonewith

uncontrollableanger,soIdidwhatIlearntinschool,

howtocalmpeoplegoingthroughamaniaepisode

throughbipolarorangertemper,justmakethem

believetheyareright,don'targuewiththemtelling

themtheyarewrong,theywillfffeellikeyoumaking

themfeelstupid,youallmadehimfeellikehewas

crazyandstupidforsayingwhathewassaying,so



tocalmhimdownIhadtomakehimfeellikewhat

hewassayingwastrue....yousawthewayhegot

agitatedwhenyouwereopposinghim?"

Hesighsandgetsinthecoversnexttome

Lulo:"I'msorry,Iforgetthatyouamedicalstudent

andyouunderstandthesesituationsbetterthan

anyone"

Me:"whatdidyouthinkanyway?"

Lulo:"it'snothing,Iwasjustoverthinking"

Me:"youdon'ttrustmethatmuchthatyou'd

overthinkaboutyourbrotherandI?"

Lulo:"Iknowbabe,itwasstupidofme"

Me:"he'syourbrotherbabe"

Hepullsmecloserwrappinghisarmsaroundme

Lulo:"I'msorry"

Iholdhimbackrestingonhischest

Me:"it'sokaylove"

Mynerveskeepactingupfromtheguilt



heavyonmychest

Lulo:"Iloveyousomuch,I'msorryformystupid

insecurities"

Ilookupathimandpeckhislips

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

I'mchillingwithBlairintheloungeatmyplace

Blair:"areyousureaboutthis?"

Me:"I'msureBlair,I'veneverbeensosureabout

anythinginmylife"

Blair:"wellthatbitch"



Me:"theyarefucking,youshould'veseenthemat

thetablelastnight,theywerebusysmilingateach

otherfuckingwiththeireyesasifnoonewasthere"

Blair:"yousureyounotimaginingthings?"

Me:"Iknowhowsecretflirtinglookslike,Lowelland

Idoitallthetime,thelooksy'allgiveeachother

knowingthatyouarefuckingandnooneknows,

besides

hercologneconfirmedit,thenshewasevenableto

calmNoah'suncontrollableangerbusycallinghim

Lwandlelookingathiminappropriatelyinfrontof

everyone,IknowIcanfeelit,thatbitchisfucking

myhusband"

Blair:"sowhatareyouplanningtodoaboutit?"

Me:"I'mgoingtofuckabitchupIswear"

Blair:"sendheraway?"

Me:"No,I'mgoingtopersonallydealwithher,she's

goingtoregretthis,Ijustneedtofindawayfor

Lowelltofindhercheating"

Blair:"withNoah?"



Me:"hellno,withsomeoneelse"

Blair:"who?"

Me:"Luca,herfriend"

Blair:"NoopleaseleaveLucaoutofthis,that'smy

baby"

Me:"younotdating,he'sobviouslynotinterested

Blairletitgo"

Blair:"I'mstillplanningonmakingmymove"

Me:"youwillbutfornowIneedhimforthis"

Blair:"thatguylikesAmahletoomuchtodo

somethinglikethattoher,he'stoooverprotectiveof

her"

Me:"wewillhacktheirphones,we'llbeableto

controltheirconversations,makethemflirt,meetup,

spiketheirdrinkswiththosepillsthatmakepeople

horney,makesuretheytoodrunktothinkaboutthe

consequences,they'llfuckandLowellwillcome

overaftergettingatextfromAmahletocome,only

tofindthemfuckinginhisbed"

Shegaspswithaherjawdroppedandeyebrows



raised

Blair:"dude,yousoevil,didyoujustmakeallthat

uprightnow?"

Me:"yeah"

Blair:"fuck!Remindmetonevermesswithyou,you

thoughtofallthatinlessthanaminute"

Me:"Ineedtodealwiththatbitchasap

onceherrelationshipwithLowellisover,I'msure

she'llhavenothing"

Blair:"whatifyourhusbandhelpsher?"

Me:"hecan't,I'llbekeepingacloseeyeonhim"

Blair:"mmhhsowhenareweexecutingthisplan"

Me:"rightaway,let'sgo,Iwantthisbitchoutofour

livesassoonaspossible,beforeshegetspregnant

formyhusbandbeforeIcan"

Wegetupandheadout

.

.



.

.

Noah

.

.

.

There'sagentleknockatmyofficedoor

ItcanonlybeAmahlewiththatknock,shemakesa

acatchybeatatthedoor

whenknocking

Ilookatmyreflectiononmyphonebrushingmy

beard

Me:"comein"

Shemakesherwayin,shelooksreallysexyin

formal,she'swearingashortformaldresswhichis

justaboveherkneeswithasuitjacketoverit,her

curvesaredoingthingstome

Sheplacesabunchofdocumentsonthetable



Amahle:"AfternoonDoctorNhlabathi"

Me:"goodAfternoonMissMbokazi"

SheshowsoffherbeautifulColgatesmile

Amahle:"ththat'saaallthedocumentsyouaskedfor,

Ialsohaveyourschedule

overhere"

Shehandsmemydiary

Me:"thankyou,haveyouthoughtaboutwhatI

suggested?"

Amahle:"lookNoah,Ican'tdothiswithyou

anymore"

Me:"don'tsaythatAmahle,please"

Amahle:"lastnightwwasvverytense,Luloevenfelt

theconnectionbetweenus,Idon'twannalosehim,

especiallynotoverthis,us"

Me:"youknoweversinceCapeTown,Ijustcouldn't

getyouoffmymind,Ican'tstopthinkingabout

copulatingyou...Iwantustodothatagainand

againandagain"



Amahle:"butwecan't"

Me:"isitbecauseyoudon'twantto?"

Amahle:"wecan'tNoah"

Me:"butyoudowantto"

Amahle:"IloveLowell"

Me:"younotansweringmyquestionthough"

Amahle:"Idon'twannalosehim"

Me:"doyouwantmeornot?"

Amahle:"it'swrong"

Igetupandwalktowardsher

Ipullheruptostandonherfeet,Iwrapmyarms

aroundherwaistandcupher

bums

Itakeherarmsandmakeherwrapthemaroundmy

neck,Imovemyfacecloser

andkissherlips.

Ipulloutandheadtothedoortolockit



IwalktowardsherwithmuchexcitementasIpull

upherdresswhilekissingher

She'sholdingonmywaistherhandsshakyasshe

unbucklesmybeltthen

zipsdownmypantspushingthemdown

IripherpantiesoffshegaspssurprisedasIrubher

wetcoochie

Shestopsme

Amahle(heavybreathing):"I'msorryNoah,butwe

can'tdothis"

.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.



IsmileasIanswerthecall

Me:"Olivia,howareyou"

"I'mgood,howareyou?"

Me:"I'mfine,towhatdoIowethispleasantsurprise"

"IjustreallyenjoyedmyvisitinSouthAfrica,thank

youformakingmystaythereworthit"

Me:"youareverywelcome,whenareyoucoming

backdown,Imissyou"

"Whydon'tyoucomeovertoUKandvisitmeforthe

Juneholidays?"

Me:"uhmthatsoundsgreatbut....

"Comeon,yourneverbeenthisside,Ialsowantto

showyouagoodtimeonmysideoftheworld,and

besideswebothyoungandsingleweneedtotravel

more,pleeaasefriend?"

Me:"IhaveacompanytorunOlivia"

"Youcanrunitfromadistance,I'msureyoucan

makeupsomethingtomissafewweeksatthe

office"



Me:"I'llthinkaboutit"

"AndI'llbepreparingforourfunactivities"

Me(laughs):"Ididn'tevensayI'llcome"

"Iknowyouwon'tdisappoint,I'llgetsomethingsexy

foryou,don'tworryfriend,yourstayattheUKwill

notbeawasteIpromise"

Me:"IguessI'llseeyousoonthen"

Shescreams,Ilaughmovingmyphonefrommyear

"Youwillnotregretyourdecision"

Me:"Ihopenot"

"Letmeleaveyoutocontinuewithyourwork

handsome"

Me:"enjoyyourdaybabe"

"It'sactuallylateatnighthere,I'minbedaswe

speak"

Me:"inthatcase,goodnight"

"Goodnight"

Ihangupandstareatmyphonethoughtfully



.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Wedressupfixingourselvesaftershe

brokeoffourheatedmoment

Me:"I'msorry"

Amahle:"iiitsfine,I'msorryforleadingyouon"

Me:"No,it'smyfaultforpushing,Iwilltrytostayin

mylane"

Amahle:"Iwantedthisasmuchasyoudid,butIjust

cannotdothistoLowellagain,asmmmuchasit's

hardtobelievebutIreallydoloveLowellLwandle,

it'snotjustbecausehesavedme,bbutIhavereal



feelingsforhim,whathappenedinCapeTownwas

sososowrongofmeandourlittlestolenkisses

everydayinyourofficeshouldreallystop,Ithinkit's

abadideaworkingforyoutheseholidays,IthinkI

shouldworkforanotherdoctor,maybedoctor

Cohen,shealreadyusesmeashercoffeelady"

Me:"No,youareworkingforme,you'vemadeit

clear,youdon'twantme,youlovemybrother,soI'll

keepitprofessional,Iamcapableofbeing

professionalAmahlesoyoudon'thavetoworry

aboutthosestolenkissesanymore"

Amahle(sighs):"ddon'tsayitlikethat"

Me:"likewhat?"

Amahle:"thatIdon'twantyou,yyoumakingitsound

bad"

Me:"wellyoudidn'tanswermyquestionbutfrom

whatyoujustdidrightnow,Iguessitansweredit,

youdon'twantme"

Shelooksintomyeyeswithwateryeyes

IfIcontinuelookingatherImight



justkissandfuckherbyforce,that'showstrongmy

sexualattractionisforher,soIlookawayandgo

backtomyseat.

Amahle:"I'mgoingoutforlunch,I'llseeyoulater"

Me:"sodoesthismeannomorehavinglunch

togethertoo?"

Amahle:"wecanstilldothat,iiitsjustIwanttohave

lunchwithLowelltoday

nohardfeelings?"

Me:"oh,okay,bye"

Amahle:"orIcouldstayandwehavelunchtogether"

Me:"no,gotoLowell,heprobablymissesyou"

Shehesitantlywalkstothedoor,shestopsasshe

reachesthedoorandglancesbackatmebefore

unlockingthedoor,sheopens

Amahle:"oh..hey...

Lulamamakesherwayinignoringher

Iwatchherasshemakesherwayoutclosingthe

door.



IlookatLulamainfrontofme

Lulama:"andyouwantmetobelievenothingis

goingonbetweenthetwoofyou?"

Me:"whatdoyoumeannowLulu"

Ipressthebuttononmylaptopswitchingoffthe

recordingcameras

Lulama:"I'mnotstupidNoah,Icanseewhat'sgoing

on"

Shebreaksdownintotears,Irollmyeyesboredto

deathbyherdrama

Iwalkuptoher

Me:"come,getup"

Shestandsup

Me:"I'mnotsleepingwithmybrother's

girlfriend,I'mtellingyouthisforthelasttime,ifwe

havethisconversationagainIswearI'llbustacap"

Lulama(crying):"thenwhydoyousmelllikeher?

Whywasshethatclosetoyouthatyousmelllike

her?"



Me:"arewestillhavingtheconversationIendeda

fewsecondsago?"

InoticeAmahle'stornpantyrightnexttothechair,I

pullherintoahug

Me:"don'tworrybabe,I'mnotcheatingonyou,Ilove

youwaytoomuchtohurtyoulikethat,andIlove

mybrotherevenmore"

IkissherlipsasIusemyfoottopushthepanty

undermydesk

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Mydriverparksrightoutsidehiscompanybuilding,



it'ssobigandbeautiful,Idon'tblamehimfor

wantingtoownallofthis,Iwouldtoo.

Me:"don'tgo,findparkingsomewhereclose,I'llbe

outafterhavinglunch"

Driver:"yesma'am"

Igetoutofthecarwiththebagoffood

asIheadintothebuilding.I'mwelcomedbyahuge

roundtableinthemiddleofthebuildingIhead

straighttoitasit'swrittenreception

Me:"hi"

Igreettheguy,helooksatmewithasmile

Him:"goodafternoonMiss,canIhelpyou?"

Me:"yes,I'mhereforLulonke"

Him:"Lulonke?"

Me:"oh,LowellNhlabathi"

Him:"ohhyes,okayletmecallhimandlethim

know"

Me:"okay"



Hetakethetelephoneanddialshim

Him:"whoishisguestagain?"

Me:"Amahle,AmahleMbokazi"

Him(tothephone):"MrNhlabathi,AMissAmahle

Mbokaziishereforyou"

..

Him:"okay"

Hedropsthecall

Him:"thisway"

Hewalksaroundandcomestowardsmeashe

leadsmetotheelevator,notthisrideagain,Ihate

liftswithallmyheart.Ionlythinkoftheworstin

them.

Itstopsontheverylasttoofloor,wemakeoutway

outpassinganotherreceptionwithaladyandwe

finallyreachhisdoorwhichhashisnameprinted

onandCEO

Him:"I'llleaveyoutoit"

Me:"thankyou"



HewalksawayasIknockathisdoor

"Comein"

Iopenthedoorandmakemywayinsidefinding

himseatedonhisnicebigleatherchair,Ilook

around,wow

thisisabigoffice,itlookssosophisticatedand

comfortableatthesametime,withhugeglass

almostallaroundit,showingotherbuildings

outsideandthebusyroad

"I'mgladyoulikeit"

IlookathimasIpickupmypacetowardshim,he

getsupcomingtowardmeandweshareahug

Me:"hey"

Lulo:"hey"

Imovemyheadfromhisshoulder

weshareapassionatekiss,whichgetsheatedby

thesecond

Hishandsqueezingmybuttmakingmefeelhis

hardboner



He'ssuckingonmylipshungrily,outofbreathI

finallymanagetobreakoutof

thekiss

Me(heavybreathing):"Ibboughtyoulunch"

IhanghimthesquashedpaperbagasIwas

clingingonitwhilewewerekissing

Hetakesitasheputsitonhisdesk.

IthoughtNoah'sofficewasawesome,butthis,this

oneisthebest.

Lulo:"howdidyouknowIwashungry"

Me:"wesoulmates,Ifeeleverythingyoufeel"

Heblushesshowingoffhiscutesmile

Lulo:"isthatso?"

Me:"yeah,openup,I'mhungry"

Hetakesoutthefood

Lulo:"whichoneismine?"

Me:"any,Iboughtusthesamethings"

Hegivesmemineashesitsbackonhischair,Itake



abiteofmyburgerandsigh

asIenjoythetaste

Lulo:"whatmadeyoufinallydecidetovisitmy

office?"

Me:"there'snomoreschoolremember,soInow

havealotoftimeinmyhands"

Lulo:"thankGodforthat,causeyoujustsavedme

fromdyingfromstarvation"

Me:"whydddidn'tyoubuyyourselffood"

Lulo:"I'mreallybusy,Ididn'tevennoticeI'mhungry"

Me:"thththat'swhyyoualwayscomebackhungry

fromwork"

Lulo:"yeap"

Me:"don'tworryI'llbedoingthismoreoften

throughouttheholidays,andsinceI'mcomingto

yourplacetoday,I'llbeabletopackyoulunch

sometimes"

Hissmiledisappears

Helooksawayfrommyeyesasheputshisburger



downanddrinkshiscolddrink

Lulo:"aboutthat..."

Me:"what?"

Itakeanotherbigbitebeforelookingupathim

Lulo:"Imightbegoneonbusinessduringtheentire

holidays"

IfeelmyheartsinkasIputmyhalfburgerdown

andwipemymouthwithaserviette

Me:"what?...no..

Lulo:"it'ssomethingthatjustpoppedup,I'msorry

babe"

Me:"No,ppppleasedon'tgo,can'tsomeoneelsego

onyourbbehalf?Pleasebabe,Ihadfunthingsin

mindwecoulddotogetheronweekendswhenyou

notworking"

Lulo:"I'lltrytocutitshortlikeIdidtheothertime,

butI'mnotpromisinganything,it'sareally

importanttrip"

Me(sadly):"aawokaythen,thewholeofJune?"



Henodwithasadface

Lulo:"comehere"

Iwalkaroundtohimandsitonhislap

Lulo:"Ipromise,I'llmakeituptoyou,ifyouget

nightmaresorfeelscaredyoucanalwaysgovisit

Andiswalikethelasttime"

Me:"AndiswaisgoingtoEasternCapebackhome"

Lulo:"shit,Iforgot"

Me:"it'sfine,I'llbefine,I'llbeworkinganyway,I

guessI'llasktoworknightshiftstokeepmyself

busy"

Lulo:"don'tyouhaveotherfriends?"

Me:"Lucaisalsogoingonvacationwithhisfamily

today,theyaretheonlyfriendsIhave,itwouldbe

betterifPreciouswashere"

Lulo:"I'lltrykeepmytripasshortaspossible"

Me:"it'sfinebabe,don'tworryaboutme,Imeanlook

atthiscompany,it'ssobig,Inowunderstandit

musttakealotofworktorunsuchabeautiful



company"

Lulo:"thanksforunderstandingmylove"

Hepullsmeinforakissashishandslidesunder

mydress

Hepullsoutandlooksatmesmiling

Lulo:"younotwearingapanty"

Me(smiling):"yyoudidn'tthinkI'dbringyoulunch

withoutdesert?"

Hegigglesmischievouslyaswekissintenselywhile

pullingdownhispants

****

.

.

.

.

******

"Somepeoplearen'tloyaltoyou,theyareloyalto

theirneedofyou.....oncetheirneedschange,so



doestheirloyalty"(unknown)

*******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:37] :Insert45

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•

Afteralongdayatworkmydriverdroppedmeoff

atmyapartmentwhereIgotmypackedbagsand

drovemetoLowell'splace.



He'sstillatworksoIdecidedtocook

andnowI'mwatchingTVwaitingforhimtocome

backbeforeIcaneat,it'sstillearlyaroundfiveand

thesunisstillout

Myphoneringsdisturbingmefrommyshow

It'savideocallfromLuca,IsmileexcitedlyasI

pausetheTV

Iansweritandhiscutefacepopsup

Me:"heeey"

Luca:"helloAmahleomuhle"

(BeautifulAmahle)

Me(giggles):"helloLucaomubi"

(UglyLuca)

Hegaspsshocked

Luca:"that'snotwhatIgetfromalltheladies

blowingupmydms"

Irollmyeyes

Me:"ththeyjustfoolingyou,don'tgettooexcited"



Luca:"webothknowifImetyousingle,you'dbe

mine"

Me:"never!SorrybutIwould'vefriendzonedyou

eitherway"

Luca:"Lies!!"

He'sphonekeepsshufflingashe'swalkingaround

Me:"whereareyou,whyyouwalkingaround?"

Luca:"wejustarrivedinDubai,apparentlymyUncle

wantedtoshowuswheretheywentontheir

honeymoonandthefunthingstheyhavethisside"

Me:"oh,that'snice"

Luca:"youwantedmetomakeyoufeellikeyouwith

meright,soI'mgoingtoshowyouaround"

Me:"okay"

Heswitchesthecameratofacetheotherwayashe

showsmearoundthehousetheystayingin

Me:"woowthatplacelookssobeautiful,ohmy

goshhh"

Luca:"itishey,letmeshowyoutheview"



HewalksaroundasIgetaglimpseofkidsrunning

aroundbythebigyardscreamingexcitedly

TheyruntowardsLuca

Luca:"ohnonono

Thecameraturnsashemakesarunforit

"Lucawait!!"

Luca:"stayawayfrommeyoulittlerascals!"

Ilaughathimastheycatchhimholdingonhislegs

Luca:"Amkhitha,comeongirlgivemeabreak,hlll

ahhhIbrokemyleg(fakesacry)youseenow"

"SorryIdidn'tmeantobhutiLuca,isitsore"

Hecontinuestocry

Asthethreeidenticallookinggirlshughim,another

olderboyandgirljoininthehug,Twomorelittle

kidsalsocomerunningandgigglingonegirland

otheraboy.

Luca:"okayfine,Iforgiveyouforbreakingmyleg,

nowgoplaysothatIcangetbetter"



Oneofthegirls:"pleasedon'ttellUncleIbrokeyour

legbhuti"

Luca:"Iwon'ttellDadnowgo"

Theyrunoffexcitedly

Hefacesthecamerabackathim

Luca:"I'msorryaboutthat"

Me:"it'sokay(laughing)theyallsocute,youhhhave

reallycutesiblings"

Luca:"IguessnowIhavetointroduceyou,wait"

Hewalkstowardsthekids

Luca:"heyguyscomehere,Iwantyoutomeet

someone"

Theallrunuptohim

Theyallpeektheirheadswantingtoseewho'son

thephone

Luca:"okaythesearemyAuntyLisa'skids,these

arethetriplets,that'sAthenkosi,that'sAthanathi

andthat'sAmkhitha"



Me:"hellogirls"

Them:"hello!"

Theywaveshowingoffcutesmiles

Luca:"andthisistheiroldersisterRachel,butwe

callherRae"

Me:"heyRae"

Shesmileswaving

Rae:"hello"

Luca:"thisistheiroldestbrotherKyle,mybuddy"

Me:"heyKyle"

Kyle:"hellobeautifullady"

IlaughasIcan'tstopsmilingathiscuteness

Me:"ohwellhellotoyoutoohandsomeboy"

HesmileslookingatLucaandwhispersinhisear

"ShesaidI'mhandsome"

Welaugh

Luca:"yeahyeahwhatever,youstillnotmore



handsomethanme"

Kyle:"who'smorehandsomesisi?"

Luca:"hernameisAmahle"

Theyallsaymyname

Me:"obviouslyKyleismorehandsome"

Lucalooksatmeshockedholdinghischestasif

he'shurt,thekidsburstintolittlecutelaughter,

laughingathim

Kyle:"Itoldyou!!"

Luca:"mxm,goawayfromhere"

Hepretendstochasethemastheyallrunawaythe

headstowardsthefenceshowingmetheviewand

it'sverybeautiful

Me:"wowthat'sverybeautiful"

Hezoomesthecameratothelittlebabieswholook

reallyyoung

Luca:"that'smylittlebrotherandsister,thebrother

isthreeandthesisterisfive"



Me:"cute!!Ilovethemall,theysosweet"

Heflipsbacktothefrontcamerashowinghisface,

hispiecingblueeyes

shiningandhisgoldenskintooashisfaceissun

kissed

Me:"dude,yyyoureyesarescary"

Helaughs

Luca:"youthinkmyeyesarescary?Youshouldsee

AuntyLisa's,damnshehasgreeneyes,sometimes

theglowreallybrightly,youwouldn'tknowwhether

torunoradmireI'mtellingyou"

Ilaugh

Me:"noway,youshouldsendmeapictureofherso

Icanseeformyself"

Luca:"I'llshowyouthemwhenIcallyouagain,I

havetointroduceyoutothem,angithiyouarepart

ofthistrip?Sotheyshouldknowyou"

Me:"okay!Ican'twait,whatarewedoing

tomorrow?"



Luca:"tomorrowI'mnotsurehey,Ididn'tevenread

allthethingswe'llbedoing,butI'llcallyouandsend

youvideosofeverything"

Me:"okaythen"

Itgoesquietforawhileashelooksatmesmilinga

bit,myeyeslandonhishair,hiscutisfreshly

trimmedandwavey,you'dswearhe'sAmerican

Me:"areyousureyouSouthAfricanthough?"

Luca(laughs):"yeahahundredpercent,why?"

Me:"yourlightgoldenskincolor,youreyes,your

hair,evenyourbeard,youlooklikethoseAmerican

guysIseeonmovies...nottoboostyourego,you

stilluglythough"

Ilaughashelaughstoo

Luca:"wellIgetthatalot,mydadismixedrace,half

whitehalfblack,mymotheriswhite"

Me:"ohhthat'swhy"

Luca:"justsayit,that'swhyI'msohandsome,more

thanKyle"



Me(laughing):"Nope,Kyletakesthecup,ishealso

mixed?"

Luca:"yeah,mywholefamilyismixed,exceptmy

stepmomThando"

Me:"yyyouhhaveabigfamily"

Luca:"we'llcomebackaweekbeforeholidaysend,

I'llinviteyouoverfordinnersometime"

Me(smiling):"I'dlovethat,Ihhopeyourfamilyisnot

asdramaticastheNhlabathis"

Luca:"dramatic,nottoomuch,crazy,alot"

Me:"that'swhereyougetyourcrazinessfrom"

"Heybabe"

Istartlelookingtowardsthedoorashemakeshis

wayin

Me:"heybaby"

Lulo:"whoyoutalkingto?"

Me:"Luca"

Luca:"I'llcallyoutomorrowmorningbye"



Me:"okay,bye"

IhangupandlookupandadrainedLowellashe

loosenshistieandunbuttonsafewbuttonswhile

sittingonthecouchlookingatme

Lulo:"howwasyourdaybeautiful"

Me:"mydaywasgood,speciallylunchtime

(blushing)howwasyourdaybabe?"

Lulo:"sameasyours,Ienjoyedmydesert"

Igiggle

Lulo:"comesitonyourbaby,Ineedtofeelyou"

Igetupandgotothecouchhe'ssittinginandsitin

hislap

Me:"Icooked,shshshouldIdishforyounow?"

Lulo:"nonotrightnowI'mstillfull,let'sgotakea

shower"

Hegetsupwhilepickingmeup

.

.



.

Noah

.

.

.

Ijustgottotheclubtocheckoneverythingand

everythingseemstobegoingsmooth,theclubis

stillpackedthanevermakingitthehottestspotto

beinforafunnightoutwith

I'mgoingthroughpaperworkcheckingthebudget

andmoneycominginandgoingout,everything

looksfinetome,wemakingawholelottaprofitand

itseemstokeeprising,althoughnotasmuchasit

usedto,I'llhavetohireanauditortomakesure

everythingisgood,youcannevertrustpeoplewho

workforyou,Imeanoffamilycanstealfromyou,

whatwasamereemployee.

Aknockcomesthroughthedoor

Me:"comein"

Derek:"bozzayam"



Me:"sho,zikiphani"(what'sup?)

Derek:"aiakhosmkobozza,ngikuphatheleizindaba

engicabangaukuthiugazijabulela"

(Nothingmuchboss,IhavenewsIthinkyoumight

like)

Isitbackonmychair

Me:"I'mlistening"

Hesitsoppositeme

Derek:"imayelanangentwanayakho"

(It'saboutyourbrother)

Me:"smoko?"(What'stheproblem?)

Derek:"Ishould'vetoldyouthisawhileago,butit

slippedmymind"

Me(frowns):"justspititoutalready"

Derek:"intwanayakhoaskedmetokeepacloseeye

onhisgirlfriendAmahle,heaskedmebeforehe

wenttohisbusinesstripamonthago"

Me:"and?Haveyoubeenupdatinghimwhathisgirl



hasbeenupto?"

Derek:"No,Icouldn'tcauseIsawthatyouwerebusy

withthegirl,soIcouldn'ttellhimthat"

Me:"mmhIsee"

Isitbackandtapmyheadthinking

AnideacomestomindasIlookupathim

Me:"well,heaskedyoutospyonhisgirl,sothat's

exactlywhatyouhavedone"

ItakeoutmyUSBandplugitinmylaptop

Me:"Iwantyoutoshowhim,whathisgirlhasbeen

upto,yougoingtosendhimthisvideo"

Iturnitoverandmakehimwatch

Helooksatmeshocked

Derek:"ehuwemosslo"

(That'syouthough)

Me:"yeah,youwilltellhimyou'vebeenspyingon

thegirlforawhilenowandthisiswhatshe'sbeen

upto"



Derek:"yoh,uzokubulalamoss"

(He'llkillyouthough)

Me:"we'llseewhodiesfirst,ohIalmostforgot,also

editthatvideotogetherwiththisone"

IturnthelaptoptofacemeasIclickonavideoof

himfuckingLulamaatthehotelandmybed,afterI

foundoutIputuphiddencamerasinmyroom,and

askedroomservicetohidecamerasintheroom

theybookedtofuck.

Ishowhim

Heholdshisheadshockedbywhathe'switnessing

Me:"onceedited,youwritethereattheend,even,in

bold"

Helooksatmeshakinghisheadwhileblowinga

lightwhistle

Me:"don'tsendthisvideorightaway,I'lltellyou

whentoletitout,fornowjusttellhimyoukeeping

youreyesonher"

Henodsstillshockedholdinghismouth



.

.

.

.

Bongani(Noah'sfather)

.

.

.

.

Sheputsmedowngentlyonthebed

Ican'tstopstaringather,she'sthemostbeautiful

womanI'veeverseen

Me:"areyousureyoumywife?"

Norah:"Iwouldn'tbegoingthroughsomuchtrouble

ifIwasn't"

Me:"thankyoufortakinggoodcareofme,itcan

onlybethegoodLordwhocangiftmewithsucha

beautifulwife"



Shesmilesblushing

Norah:"stopit,andbringyourarm"

Ismilegivinghermyarmtolotionasshelotions

therestofmybodyslowly,

Ifeelmydickgettinghardasshetouchesmein

sensitiveplaces

Shelooksupatmeasshenoticesmystandingdick

Me(smiling):"I'msorry,Iblameyoursofthands"

Shelaughsoutloud

Norah:"howareyouevengettingarousedwhen

yourlegsdon'twork?"

Me:"exactly,mylegs,thesearetwodifferentbody

parts"

Shegigglessoftlyasshetakesmyunderwearto

dressmeup

Me:"ohhcomeonMalwane,youcan'tleaveme

desperatelikethis"

Norah:"aiBongani,whatdoyouwantmetodo?"



Me:"golockthedooranddoyourwifelyduties"

Shegetsupandheadtowardsthedoorlockingit

thenwalkingback,shegetsontopofthebed,she

looksatme,Ibitemylipsmilingather,shestarts

rubbingmydickwiththelotion

"mmmh"

Moansescapemymouth,asIgetharderand

harder

Shetakesoffherclothesandgetsontopthen

startsridingmeslowly

Me:"fuck,I'msurethisisoneofthereasonsI

marriedyou"

Shelaughsbuttheyturnintomoans

Norah:"andthedickistheonlyreasonIsaidyes"

Ilaughalittlethenpullhercloserforakiss

.

.

.



Amahle

.

.

.

I'mlyingonhischestasheistellingmeaboutwork

andhowtheclientsarestressful

Me:"mmh"

Lulo:"evenafterthepitchhewasnotimpressed,but

whenIpresentthesameideatosomeoneelse,he

callsandsayshewantsusforthejob,heeIswear

someclientsareindecisivelikepregnantwomen"

Me:"mhm"

HespanksmybuttIlookupathim

Me:"babe?"

Lulo:"areyouevenlisteningtome?"

Me:"Iam..yousaidsomethingaboutpitchingand

pregnantwomen?"

Lulo:"wowyounotlistening,asvelesilaleonce"



(Let'sjustsleep)

Me:"No,llletstalkaboutsomethingelse,tellme

aboutyourchildhood,anyinterestingstories?"

Lulo:"whatdoyouwannaknow?There'snothing

interestingmuch"

Me:"tellmeanything"

Lulo:"wellgrowingupIwasreallymischievous,got

intoalotoftroubleallthetime,inhighschool,if

there'sahouseparty,I'mthere,wasfriendswithno

goodboysalwaysgotuptonogood,onetimemy

friendhostedahousepartyathishouse,the

parentsweregone,sharp,everythingwascool,the

guyswerethere,thedrinks,atthattimewedidn't

havemuchmoney,sohavingalcoholatyourparty

wassomethingsupercool,IthinkIwasabout

thirteenorfourteen...

Me(laughing):"Ialreadysenseabadending"

Helaughs

Lulo:"sonowtheproblemwasweweregetting

drunkbutgirlsdololo,theynevershowedup....



IgiggleasIliftmyheadupfromhischest,thestory

isgettinginteresting

Me:"whwhatdidyoudo?"

Lulo:"oneofmyfriendssaysheknowsagroupof

girlswhocancomebutthey'llneedtransportation

andwealsorunningoutofboozeandweed"

Me:"yohdidyouhaveenoughmoneytofetchthe

girlsandbuybooze?"

Me:"Nope,butmyfriend'smomhadanemergency

cardthatmyfriendandhissiblingswereonly

allowedtouseforemergencies,hetookit,ithada

thousandRand,wealsogotthesparekeyofthe

mother'scarwhichwasparkedonthegarage...

Me:"ohno...

Lulo:"wewereabunchofteenagerswhoweretipsy,

withnolicenseandcouldn'tdrive,somebeingthe

coolestIvolunteeredtodriveandweehhbaba,Ihit

thatthinglikeIknewexactlywhatIwasdoing....

Ilaughathimshakingmyheadcoveringmyface

Lulo:"wedrovesmoothlykanjanikelaphogottothe



bottlestore,theIndianwhosoldthereknewmeand

wewerecoolsohesoldtomesecretly,Ialways

wentinatthebackoftheshopinsteadofthefront

sohedoesn'tgetintotroubleforsellingtokids...

Me:"woowcorruption!"

Helaughs

Lulo:"wewenttogetthegirls,yohyahtheywere

beautifulandyouknowhowteenagegirlswholike

thingsare?EishItoldthecutestoneofthemtotake

thefrontseatandthrewmyfriendwhocamewith

metotheback"

Me(laughing):"wow,traitor!"

Lulo(laughing):"yohthedrivebackwashectic,Ihit

thecaragainstatreebutcontinueddrivingwiththat

dent,wegottothehouse,partied,loudmusicon

blast,occupiedbythegirls,thatdayIalmostbroke

myvirginity"

Icovermymouthlaughing

Me:"whathappened?"

Lulo:"nextthingIknowpeoplearerunningoutofthe



houseandthere'saloudmalevoiceshouting,yohh

Imadearunforit,Iwasthelastoneoutwithmy

friendwhowasthehost...everyonespreadoutso

thattheywon'tknowwhotochase,myfriendandI

wentovertotheneighborshouseandmadearun

towardsthegatebutaswewererunningtowards

thegate,itwasclosingasitwasanelectricalgate,

myfriendmadeitthroughbeforeIreachitwas

alreadyclosed...

Me:"yoohhhthenwhathappened?"

Lulo:"Iranbacktomyfriendshouse,asIwas

running,Isawhugebrickspassingrightnexttomy

head,themanwhowasthrowingthemwasona

missiontokillmeforreal,Idodgedthosebricksby

God'sgracereally...

Me:"yoh!...

Lulo:"longstoryshorttheycaughtme,theparents

werecalled,apparently,theneighborscomplained

andthat'swhytheparentscamebackearly,yoh

theywantedtolaychargesbuttheytalkedas

parentsandmomwentfrombeingmyparentto



beingmylawyer,talkingabouthowitwastheirson

whoopenedthehouseforus,theirsongaveoutthe

carkeys,theirsonisresponsibleforeverything,we

didn'tstealanythingordoanythingwrong...

Ilaughoutloud

Me:"wowsoyyyourmmombecameyourlawyer"

Lulo:"thatnightIgotthewoopingofmylife"

Me:"andwherewasyourbigbrotherinallthis?"

Lulo(laughing):"thatonewastoomuchgoodie

actuallyhejustnevergotcaughtlikeme,Ihadbad

luckofgettingcaught,hejustwatchedasIgotthe

beatingfrommom"

Me(laughing):yohhthatwashectic,bestchildhood

ever,Iwishminewasjustasfun"

Lulo(laughing):"yey!FuthiI'vebeenthroughalot,

oncemomhadtofetchmeinjailwhenIwas

sixteen"

Me(laughing):"what?Whatdidyoudonow?"

Lulo:"that'sastoryforanotherdaybabe,Ihavea

bunchofthesestories"



IsighsmilingwidelyasIsleeponhischestagain

Me:"Iwwishyoudidn'thavetogosoyoucantellme

allthesestories"

Hekissesmyhead

Myphonebeeps,Ilookatthemessagewithout

openingit,it'sfromLuca

"Ihavesomethingtotellyou,I'vebeenmeaningto

tellyouforawhilenow....

Iopenit

"IreallyreallylikeyouIndigo,andIreallywishyou

weremineinsteadofLowell,Ihavefeelingsforyou,

Iloveyougirl"

IquicklyclosetheAppasmyheartpoundsfast

againstmychest

Whatthehellisgoingon,whywouldLucasaythis

tome,sincewhendoeshecallmebymysecond

name,whyLuca,whyyouhavetomessupour

friendshiplikethis

.



.

.

.

******

"There'snoheroes..novillains...justdifferentpeople

withdifferentagendas"

(Daredevil)

*******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:39] :Insert46

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•



•

•

•

•

Me:"ththankyoufortheride"

Lulo:"youwelcomebaby,enjoytherestofyourday

atwork"

Me:"youtoo,willyoubebusyforlunch?"

Lulo:"nosthandwasam,youcanpopupanytime,

I'mnevertoobusyforyou"

Me:"okay,Iloveyou"

Lulo:"Iloveyoumore"

Wesharealongkiss

Igetoffthecarandwaveathimashedrivesoff

Iheadinsidethebuildingandmakemywayto

Noah'soffice

Iknockbutthere'snoanswer

"morningMissMbokazi"



Ilookathimashestandsnexttomelookingforhis

keys,seemslikehejustarrived

Me:"goodmorning"

Heopensthedoorandweheadin

Itakeouthisdiaryfrommybag

Me:"howareyoudoing?"

Noah:"I'mfine,what'sontheagenda?"

Me:"oh"

Ilookatthedairy

Me:"shouldIreaditoutforyou?"

Noah:"yesandmakeitfast"

Me:"okay,well,youhaveabouttwenty

appointmentstoday,startingfrom09:30inthe

morningupuntil16:30intheevening,thenin

betweenat13:00youhavealungsurgeryandat

17:00youhaveanopenheartsurgery,andthat'llbe

allfortheday...uhmforthenightshift...

Noah:"stop,I'veheardenough"



Hetakesdocuments

Noah:"Ineedyoutotakethesetoanyradiologisttell

himorherIneedscans"

Me:"okay"

Noah:"that'llbeall,youaredismissed"

Ilookdownatthedocumentsthenlookbackupat

him

Me:"Lwandle.....

Noah:"that'sDoctorNhlabathitoyou"

Me:"oh,DoctorNhlabathi,iiisthththeresomething

wrong?"

Noah:"whywouldtherebeanythingwrong?"

Me:"oh,Isensecoldvibescomingfromyou"

Noah:"Idon'tunderstand"

Isigh

Me:"it'sokay,letmegettoit"

Heopenshisbriefcasetakingouthisstuff

Iheadouttogivethedocumentstothedoctor



ThenheadbacktohisofficeasIsitby

mydeskfaracrosshisoffice,it'squiet

today,unlikeyesterdaywewerechattery

Myphonevibratesonthedesk,Itakeitandreadthe

textsfromLuca

(Luca):"pleasedon'tavoidme,Iwasserious,please

saysomething"06:00am

(Luca):"whenIcomeback,pleasecanwemeetat

yourapartmentsowecantalkaboutthis,please

don'tbemadatme"

Igotohisnumberandcallhimbutitdoesn'tgo

through

Isendhimatext

(Me):"answeryourphone,sowecantalkaboutthis"

(Luca):"wecan'ttalkaboutthisrightnow,I'llseeyou

firstdayIgetback"

(Me):"whyareyoucomplicatingthingsthough?You

theonlyfriendIhave,pleasedon'tdothis"

(Luca):"I'msorryAmahle,butIcan'thidethewayI



trulyfeelaboutyouanymore

let'snotcontacteachotheruntilIgetbacksoyou

canthinkaboutwhatIsaid,Iloveyou"

IsighandputmyphoneawayasIstartanswering

phonecallsandjottingdown

allthepatientsmakingappointmentsforNoah.

.

.

.

.

Luca(Amahle'sfriend)

.

.

.

Ifeelthebedbouncing,Islowlyopenmyeyesonly

tofindabunchofbabiesjumpingonthebed.

Icovermyselfwiththeblanket

"WakeupLuca...LucaLucaLucaLuca!!!"



Me:"getoutofmyroomguys!!"

Theygigglejumpingonme,Iremove

theblanketasIcatchthemandtickle

them,theyscreamoutloudlaughing

Me:"kyle!Takeyoursisterstoyourmotherorfather

please"

Kyle:"ifIdo,whatwillyoudoforme?"

Me:"I'molderthanyouboy,I'msendingyoutodo

somethingyoudoit,whereisyourrespect?"

Kyle:"canIplayfortniteonyourXbox?"

Me:"Ididn'tbringit,nogadgetsremember,I'llletyou

playagameonmyphone"

Kyle:"isn'taphoneagadget?"

Me:"yeahwellI'molderI'mallowedtotakemy

phoneanywhere"

Kyle:"Ialsowantaphone"

Ilaughathim

Me:"youstilltooyoungmaybewhenyoutwelveor



thirteen"

Kyle:"whaat,that'slike,onetwothreefourfiveyears

more?"

Me:"yep,nowgobeforeIchangemymind"

Kyle:"heygirls,mummysaidweshouldgotake

sweetsinherroom"

Theyscreamsexcitedlyastheyheadout

Ilockmydoorimmediately

Iputonmypantsbeforegettingbackinbed

ItakemyphoneandIhaveabunchofmessageson

WhatsApp,Ishouldreallydeletesomeofthese

contacts,Idon'tknowhowallthesegirlsgetmy

number.

IfirstopenTracey'smessage,shehasn'ttextedme

inyears,Inoticeherprofilepicture,thatgirlis

beautiful,westarteddatingafterDadgotmarriedto

mom,thenshebrokeupwithmecauseIkissed

anothergirl,overagameoftruthordare,Ican't

believeshereallybrokeupwithmeoveragame,

I'vehadmanyrelationshipswellmorelikeflings



sincethen,DadadvicedmethatI'mstillyoungandI

shouldn'tgetmyselfintoseriousrelationships,

otherwiseI'llhaveabunchofexgirlfriendswhowill

comeruintherelationshipwiththegirlI'lltrulylove

infuture.SoIdon'tdate,Ijusthavefun.

(Unsavednumber):"heyit'smeTracey,howare

you?"

(Me):"hey,I'mgoodandyou?"

(Unsavednumber):"I'mgood,Iheardyouattending

Wits?"

(Me):"yeah"

(Unsavednumber):"okay,weshouldmeetup

sometimeandcatchup?"

(Me):"okay,I'dlikethat"

(Unsavednumber):" okay,I'llseeyouafterthe

holidaysthen"

(Me):"yeah"

IgotoAmahle'smessages

(Skat ):"heyLuca,Iknowthismightsoundcrazy



andoutoftheblue,butIcan'thideitanymore,the

truthisIneverlovedLowell,it'salwaysbeenyou,if

itwasn'tforLowell,Iwouldbewithyou,you'vebeen

areallygoodfriendtome,I'msorryIdeveloped

thesefeelingsoutofnowhere,Ihopeyou

understand"03:00am

IsituponmybuttasIreadtherestofthe

messages

(Skat ):"Ihavethesestrongfeelingsforyouand

theykeepgrowingeverytimeIseeyou,pleasedon't

bemad,whenyoucomebackonthefirstday,let's

meet,I'lltellyoutimeandplacewhenyougethere

sowecantalkaboutthismore,I'msorryforbeing

sobluntbutit'sthetruth,Iloveyou"

Ithrowmyphoneanditalmostfallsasitlandsat

thebottomofthebed

Ibrushmyfacewithmyhands

WhatisAmahlesayingtome?She'shadfeelings

formeallthistime?Justyesterdayshesaidshe'd

friendzonemeevenifshewassingle,tobehonest,

IreallylikeherfromthefirsttimeIsawher,untilI



learntshehadaboyfriendbutbecauseIwas

crushingonhersobadIdecidedtobucklemyself

uponthefriendzone,ithurtseeingherinlovewith

someoneelseandtellingmeallaboutitbutI

acceptedit,Ifinallyacceptedtobeherbrother

insteadandflushthosefeelingsaway.Butnow,her

textsaregivingmemixedemotions,Idon'tknow

whattofeel,apartofmefeelsreallyexcited

Itakemyphoneandcallher,itringsandringsbut

shedoesn'tpickup

anothertextfromhercomesthrough

(Skat):"Iknowthisisalottotakein,let'snotcontact

eachotheruntilyougetback,soyoucanthinkand

digestwhatIjustsaid,I'llseeyouwhenyouget

back "

Ireallydon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthis

Idon'tknowwhattothink,ImeanIknewsheliked

mebutshealwaysmadeitclearthatitwas

completelyjustafriendlylike.

Me:"thefuckAmahle"



.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

There'sreallynotmuchaPAdoesforadoctor,he

doesalotforhimself,allIdoisanswerphonecalls

alldayandmakehimcoffee,he'skeepingmevery

busytodayIcouldn'tevengoforlunchtoLowell

causemybreakwasonlyfifteenminutestoday.

I'mdrawingpicturesofflowersandbutterfliesona

pieceofpaperjustwaitingfortimetopass,he's

busywithapatient,thepatientfinallywalksoutand

hesitsbackonhisdesk.

Ilookupathimashe'sgoingthroughfileswearing

hisseriousfaceandhisreadingglasses,theymake

himlook



waymorehandsomethanhealreadyis

hisdreadlocksneatandtrimmedasalways,his

musclesbustingoutof

hisshortsleevescrub.Myminddecides

togodownmemorylanetoCapeTown,

Istillcan'tbelievewemadelovetoeachother,I

can'tbelievewealmostdiditagainjustyesterday,I

don'tknowwhereIfoundthestrengthtostophim.

Icrossmylegsasmythoughtsarerunningwild.

Ilookatthetimeandit'salmosttimeforhissurgery

Me:"Lwandle?"

Heavoidsmeashecontinueswithhiswork,Iknow

heheardme

Me(sighs):"DrNhlabathi?"

Helooksupatme

Noah:"yes?"

Me:"cccanIIjoinyouforyousurgery?"

Noah:"No"



Agaspescapesmymouth,surprisedbyhisanswer,

Iquicklyclosemymouth.

Ididn'texpectthat

Iwalkuptohisdeskandsitoppositehim

Me:"bbbutyyousaidbymeworkingasyourPAI'll

gettheadvantagetolearnmoreduringsurgeries"

Noah:"Ichangedmymind"

Me:"bbutwhy?"

Hesighsashelooksupatme

Noah:"it'snotinourpolicytoallowthat,youwill

cometosurgerywhenschoolsopenwiththerestof

thestudents,itwouldbeunprofessionalforyouto

getspecialtreatment"

IsighasIrealizewhat'sallthisabout

Me:"areyoumadatmebecauseofyesterday?"

Noah:"whatdoyoumeanamImadatyou?DoI

lookmad?"

Me:"yes,you'vebeenavoidingmethewholeday,

younotcrackingjokes,younotmakingpranks,you



notevenmakingconversationwithme,youdidn't

evenwanttohavelunchwithmetoday"

Noah:"listentoyourself,doesthatsound

professionaltoyou?"

Me:"butwedidallthesethingsbefore?"

Noah:"thatwasbeforeyouwantedaprofessional

relationshipbetweenus,thetruthiswewerelike

thataroundeachothercauseIthoughtwebothhad

athingforeachother,soItreatedyoulikesomeone

whohadathingformeandahadathingfor,

yesterdayyoumadeitclearthatyourheartbeats

formybrotherandIshouldstayinmylane,that's

whatI'mdoing,let'snotfurthercomplicatethings

betweenus.Weprofessionals,let'sactthatway,if

youwantsomeonetojokearoundwith,callLowell"

Ifeelmyheartclenchinpain,Igetupfromthechair

andheadbacktomy

desk.

.

.



.

Threeweekslater

Narrated

.

.

.

Lucaarrivedhomehoursagoandwasnowhaving

dinnerwithhisfamily

Luca:"canIbeexcused?"

Thando:"younothungrybaby?"

Luca:"Nomah,I'mfull,canIgotobed?"

Clyde:"wait,willyoubeattendingfromhereorfrom

yourmother'splace?"

Luca:"I'llgobacktomyapartmentDad,I'vehad

enoughofallyouguys"

Clyde:"asifwehaven'thadenoughofyou,Iforget

youactuallyhaveyourownplacenow"

Thando:"theygrowupsofast"



Luca:"youguysgottastoptreatingmelikeababy

really"

Clyde:"whatever,finally,youwillleaveusinpeace,I

couldn'tevenfuckmywifeonthistablebecauseof

you"

Hecloseshisears

Luca:"eeewwwguysweeathere!!Seisman!!"

Heshoutsdisgustedashewalkstohisroom

leavinghisparentslaughingathim

Theykissassoonashedisappearsandcontinue

eating.

Lucagetstohisroomandputsonsomewarm

clothesashereadsthemessage

(Skat ):"beatmyplaceat20:00,don'tbelate"

Hewaitsuntilhisparentswenttotheirroombefore

hemadehiswayout

****

MeanwhileAmahlemakesherwayinsideher

apartmentasshejustknockedofffromwork,she



locksthedoorandthrowsherselfonherbed

takingofftheuncomfortableclothesandputtingon

herPJs

Sheknewthiswasthelastweekbefore

holidayswereoverandwasexcitedthat

Lowellwasgoingtobebackanydaynow

Shewenttothekitchenandfounda

cutesmallbasketwithherfavoritewinebottleand

somenicetreatswithasmallnoteonitthatread

"Iarrivedtoday,butI'llseeyoutomorrowcauseI

gotbusinesstohandle,enjoythisinthemeantime"

Shesmiledexcitedly,shedidn'tknowLowelltobe

thisromantic.

Sheopenedthewineandpouredaglassforherself,

shehadalongtiringdayandneededtherelaxation.

Shegalpeddownherfirstglassinonegothen

pouredherselfasecondonebeforetakingapacket

ofchipsandchillybythelounge,shefeltherself

gettingaweirdfuzzyfeelinginherwhichwas



confusingcausesheonlyhadoneglass.

Shecheckedherphoneandsawamessagefrom

Luca

(Luca):"I'llbeatyourplaceby20:00"

Shecheckedthetimeitwasindeedeight

Withnotimewastedtherewasaknockatthedoor

Shewenttoopenforhimandtheylockedeyesthen

lethimin

Amahle:"Iguessyoumightaswellhavesomewine

forthisconversation"

Luca:"yeah,Iagree"

Shepouredhimwine,hewassonervoushegalped

itinonegobeforehavinganotherglassandalso

galpeditdown,hetookhistimeonhisthirdglass

Amahle:"sotellme,whysayallthosethingsyou

said?"

Sheheldherheadclosinghereyesforabitthen

openedthemagain,thewinewaskickingfaster

thanusual



Luca:"whatthings?Youtheonewho'sbeensending

meweirdmessages,what'sgoingonAmahle?You

reallyconfusingmeandyouplayingwithmy

feelings"

Amahle:"I'mppplayingwithyourfeelings?yyyouthe

onewhoconfessedhowyoufeel,andIdon'tknow

whattothinkaboutthatreally"

Theylookateachotherconfused,there'ssilenceas

theybothnotsurehowtorespondtoeachotheras

theycontinuedrinkingthewine.

Lucatoucheshisdickshiftingitasitgets

uncomfortablyhardandbigunderhissweatpants,

Amahlecatchesasightofhisbulgingdickprintas

herpussythrobs

uncontrollablyherbeanbeatingasfastasherheart

rate.

ShelooksupatLucawhoalreadycaughther

lookingathisdick,hestandsandsitsonthesame

couchasher,hepullsherhandtotouchhishard

dick

Shebrushesitupanddown,herpussyfeelslike



someoneputavibraterinsideit,she'sneverfeltso

hornybefore.

Amahle:"wweshouldn'tdothis"

Shesaysasshefeelstheroomspinning

Luca(whispers):"Iwantyousobad"

Hesaysmovinghisfaceclosertohers

Theyattackeachotherwithaheatedkissasshe

getsontopofhim,hegetsupandtheystumbleto

thebedroomthrowingtheirclothesallover

*******

MeanwhileLowelljustarrivedinhishouseandis

tiredfromthelongflight

Hedecidedhe'llgotoAmahletomorrow,hechecks

hisbuzzingphoneassoonashesitsonhisbed

He'sbeenavoidingthemessagefromanunknown

numberhegotaweekago,hetoldhimselfhe'll

watchthatvideowhenhegetsback,hemakesa

mentalnotetocheckittomorrow.

(Babe):"babe,ifyoucomingbacktoday,please



comesleepoveratmyapartment,Ireallymissyou,

I'vebeensolonelywithoutyou"

Hesmilestohimselfashedecidesto

stopbeinglazyanddrivetogoseehis

Love,he'salreadyfeelingguiltyandselfishfor

leavingherallaloneforawholetwoweeks.God

knowsitwasthelasttimehedoesanythinglikethis

again

TheUKgirlwasnotevenworthit,hehadtheworst

experiencewithhereverandhemissedhistrue

loveAmahle.

HegetsinhiscaranddrivestoAmahle'sapartment

.

.

.

.

********

"onepainiscuredbyanother.catchsomenew

infectioninyoureyeandthepoisonoftheoldone



woulddie"(WilliamShakespeare)

[12/17,13:40] :Insert47
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Lowell

•

•

•

•

•

I'monthewaytoherplacewhenacallcomes

throughmyphone

Ianswerit

Me:"hello?"



"Nhlabathiomncane,youareurgentlyneededatthe

club"

Me:"what'swrong,can'tIseeitinthemorning?"

"Nothisneedsyourightaway,it'saboutoneofthe

girlsintheclub,shehasbeenshot,managementis

neededurgentlytoanswerquestionsaboutthe

safetyofthisclub,wemightbeshutdownifyou

don'tcomehandlethis"

Me:"aheishthat'shectic,letmemakeauturnthen

I'llbethereinanhour"

"Shobozza"

Hehangsup,ItakeaturnwhenIreachtherobots

headingback,it'sabitfarattheclub,IguessI'llsee

mybabytomorrow,Idon'tthinkI'llhavetheenergy

todrivebacktoBraamaftertheclubI'mwaytoo

tired.

.

.

.

.



Thenextmorning

Luca

.

.

.

Iturnmybodyovertofacetheotherway

whenIhearsobs,Islowlyopenmyeyes

wakingupfrommydeepsleep,Iholdmypainful

headasIsitup.

Ilookbesideme,Iswearmyheartalmostpopped

rightoutmychestasIquicklygetoffthebed

coveringmyharddickwithmyhand.Ilookather

sittingwithherarmshuggingherlegsjustcrying,

hercriespeircethroughmyheartasIrealizewhat

happened.

Iwalkbacktothebedandcovermyselfwiththe

sheet,Ilookather,notsurewhethertotouchheror

justleaveheralone

Luca:"Amahle"



Sheliftsherheadupandlooksatme

Amahle(sobbing):"whathavewedone?"

Luca:"I'mnotsurewhathappenedlastnight,butwe

werenotinourrightminds"

Amahle:"wwewere,hhhowccomeIcanremember

everything,wewereinourrightminds,howcanIbe

soloose,howcanIbesocheap,aftereverythingI

wastaughtbackathome,allthedisciplinesandthe

principlesthatwereinstilledinme,allthrownout

thewindowlikeitwasallfornothing,wedidn'teven

useprotection,cometothinkofitIdon'tevenknow

anyofyourstatuseswhetheryoucleanornot,I

keptmyself,myvvirginitywasmypride,myjoy,it

meantalottomeandItoldmyselfI'llkeepmyself

untilmarriage(burstsintoloudcry)I'vefailed

myself!!I'mjustliketherest,IthoughtI'dbe

different,IthoughtI'ddothingsdifferently,butI'm

nodifferentfromthem,Iopenmylegsoncefora

manandalreadytwomenhavebeeninsideofme,

threedicks,threesouls,three....I'malready

damagedontheinside,inGod'seyesI'ma

damagedsoul...



Imovecloserandholdheragainstmychestasshe

crieshysterically,Ifeeltearsstreamdownmyface

aswell

Luca:"I'msosorry,howdidweevengethere?"

Shequicklygetoffmeandwipeshertears

Shegetsoffthebedandrunsouttheroom.She

comesbackafterawhilewithourclothes

Shethrowsmineatme

Amahle:"hhurry,getdressed,Lowellcancome

anytimenow"

Iquicklygetdressedwithoutwastinganytime.I

helphermakethebed,changingthesheetsand

puttingcleanfreshonesasshedumpstheminthe

washingmachinetobewashed.

Wecleanupthewholehouse

Afteranhourweweredoneandwewereoutside

nearthecar

Amahle:"we'lltttalkaaboutthetextslaterokay"

Me:"wesurewill"



Amahle:"bye"

I'mtemptedtogiveherahugbutIfightmyself

againstitasIopenthedoorandgetbehindthe

wheel

Me:"I'msorryonceagain"

Amahle:"it'snotyourfault,pleasestopapologizing"

Me:"bye"

Istartthecaranddriveoff.Myphoneringsassoon

asIgetoutoftheapartmentgate

Me:"Dad"

"Wherethefuckareyouwithmyfuckencar?"

Me:"I'monmywaydad"

"Youbetterdriveasfastasyoucan,youdarediein

acaraccidentbeforeIkillyoumyself,I'llkillyou

twice,youhearme"

Me:"yoh,I'montheway"

Ihangup,shitI'mintrouble

.



.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Itakeashowerafteralongslumber,Ijustwokeup

andit'saround12:00intheafternoon.

Igetdressed,grabmyphone,walletandcarkeys

asIheadtothekitchen.

IplacethestuffonthetableasImakemyselfsome

cerealfirst.

AfterpouringinabowlIsitbythehighchairsonthe

othersideofthekitchencounterandeatmycereal,

myeyeslandonmyphoneasIhumasongwhile

chewing.

Itakemyphone,Iscrolltothetextoftheunknown

number.



Iclickonthemessage,IclickonthevideoasIwait

forittodownload,it'squiteahugefilesoit'lltakea

while.

Icontinueeatingmycerealasmyphonerings.

Ipickitupandit'sLulama,that'sstrangewhyisshe

callingme

Me:"hello?"

"Hey,howareyou?"

Me:"I'mgoodthanksandyourself?"

"I'mgood,howyouholdingup,it'sbeenawhile"

Me:"I'mholdingupprettywellactually,mywifeis

treatingmewell,howaboutyou?"

"Really?Whendidyougetbackfromyourbusiness

trip?"

Me:"Lastnight...waithowdidyouknowIwasina

businesstrip?"

"OhNoahtoldme"

Me:"ohokay"



"Soyouwithyourgirlnow?"

Me:"NoI'matmyapartment,what'swiththemillion

questions?Areyoustalkingmylife?Seriously

Lulama,getalifeplease,orahobbycauseyou

reallystartingtoboreme,fuckyourhusbandor

suckhisdickorsomethingandstaythehellaway

frommeandmywife"

"Wife?Psshhyouneedtobemarriedtobecalling

herthat,besides,doyouevenknowwhatyourlittle

wifegetsuptowhenyougone?...

Me:"byeLulama,thisconversationisover,you've

forcedmyhandsonblockingyou"

Ihangupandblockhereverywhere

Iputmyphoneinmypocketandwashmybowl

beforeheadinganddrivingto

Amahle'sapartment.

Iparkmycarandheadinsidethehouse

IfindherconcentratedontheblankTVscreen

Me:"Mahle"



Shequicklywipesherfacebeforelookingupatme

Amahle(breakingvoice):"ohheybabe"

Iwalkclosertoherandsitnexttoher

Me:"what'sthematterbaby?"

Shesniffswipinghertearsthatdidn'twannastop

leakingouthereyes

Amahle:"I'mI'mjustthinkingaboutmylife,I'm

ssorry,iiitusuallymakesmelikethiswhenIthink

aboutit"

Ipullherclosetomeandshecriesonmyshoulder

asIrubherback

Me:"it'sokaybaby,I'mherenow,pleasedon'tbe

sad...youmakingmesad"

Shemovesfrommyshoulderandwipeshertears

forcingasmile

Amahle:"I'msorry(fakesalaugh)I'mjustbeing

stupid,Imean,mmyllifeisprettyperfect,Igotyou,

school,thisbeautifulapartment,myownpersonal

driver....



Me:"yeahbabe,focusonthebrighterside,I'llalways

behereforyou,I'mnevertakingholidaysbusiness

tripsagain,fromnowonI'lllearntocompromise

betweenyouandwork,IknowI'vebeenneglectful

latelyandyou'vebeensogoodtomethatyoutry

yourbesttounderstand,ifitweresomeother

womantheywould'velongleftme,butyoustill

here"

Shelooksatmesniffingstilltryingtodryhereyes

Me:"theholidays,youweresupposedtobewithme,

sinceI'myourfamilynowIwassupposedtobe

here,there'ssomanyplacesIwantedtotakeyou,

butIblewmychances,Ipromise,comeDecember

holidays,we'llgooutofthecountryandhavethe

bestsummerholidaysyou'veeverexperienced"

ShesmilesandhersmilewarmsmyheartIpullher

tocomesitonmylapfacingmeasIwrapmyarms

aroundherandholdhertightly

ShekissesmyforeheadIlookupather

Howdoesshemanagetostaysobeautifuleven

thoughhereyesshowherbrokenness,she'sstillso



beautiful,Ithoughtshelookedexactlylikelulama,

buttheyactuallylookverydifferent,whenItakemy

time,Icanseethedifference,hersmileis

everything.

Me:"IknowIdon'tsaythismuchoftennorshowit,

butAmahle,youmeantheworldtome,andit

breaksmyheartthat....

IsighsasIfeeltearsthreatenasalltheguilthitsme

ofeverythingI'vebeendoingbehindherback,she

doesn'tdeservethis

Me:"itbreaksmyheartthatyouarewithsomeone

likeme...

Shecupsmyface

Amahle:"IloveyouLulo....

Me:"Idon'tdeserveit,yourloveissopure,Ireally

don'tdeserveit...

Amahle:"Icccan'tthinkofanyoneelsethatdeserves

itmorethanyoudo"

Ishakemyhead,shedoesn'tunderstand

I'vewrongedhersomuch,howcanIdothistoa



womanIactuallyseeafuturewith

Me:"please,pleasepromisemesomething"

Shenodslookingintomyeyeswithmuchconcern

thatmakesmefeelweakandvulnerable

Me:"promisemethat,nomatterwhat,you'llnever

giveuponmeeasily,you'llneverwalkoutonme"

Amahle:"Ipromise,I'llfightforusuntilIcan'tfight

anymore,andtheonlytimeIwon'tbeabletofight

anymore,iswhenI'mdead"

Asmilecreepsonmyfaceturningmyfrownupside

down

Me:"andI'lldothesameforyou"

Shesmilesandpullsmeinforahug

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatIdonetodeserveyoureally,

youatrueblessingtomeAmahle"

Amahle:"youmyblessingstoo,morethanyou

know"

Weshareakiss,shebreaksitasshegetoffme

excitedly



Amahle(smiling):"letmegomakeuslunch!Wanna

bakewithme?"

Me:"yesthatsoundslikefun,I'maprowhenit

comestothat"

Sheheadstothekitchen

Me:"I'llbetherejustnowbabe,Ineedtocheckouta

fewthingsfirst"

Amahle:"okay,hurry,then,webakingchocolate

cake!"

Itakeoutmyphonefrommypocket

Me:"I'llberighttheremylove"

Iopenthetextwiththevideo,Iclickonthevideo

andthevideostartsplaying

withTreySongzsongplayinginthebackground,

myheartstopsbeatingforafewsecondsthen

comesbackatafastrateasIseescenesoflulama

andIfucking

Sexain'tbetterthanlove(oh)



Sexain't,sexain't(oh)

Betterthanlove

IbeenoutcheainthesestreetsandIdonelearned

EverygirlIgavemylovingtoowasonlyasubstitute

IbeenoutcheainthesestreetsandIdone

learned"

Isitattheedgeofthesofaasthesceneskeep

changing

Me:"thefuck!"

IseeAmahleandNoahfucking,she'sbendingonall

differentpositionsforhim

thesceneschangesbacktomeandlulamathen

NoahandAmahle,there'sevenavideosofthemat

thebeachasshewasplayinginthesanddancing

whileNoahtookavideoofher,shelookssohappy,

asshegigglesrunningaroundasNoahchasesher,

thenitgoesbacktothesexscenesoflulamaandI,

NoahandAmahle



Eventhoughshe'sinmyarmsthisain'twhere

myheartbelongs

Sexintheairnolovin'here

SoonasIgetthrough,I'mouttathere

Anditfeelssobadbutitfeelssogood

WishingIcouldcaregirlInevercould

ButthenIfellintoyourlove

Didn'tletmetouchtheground

NowIseeitclearthatyourheartisthere

Andalltheseotherwomentheyjustcan'tcompare

GirlIknow

Sexain'tbetterthanlove

Attheenditwrites

"EVEN!"

Idon'tknowhowtofeelrightnow,Ihavemixed



emotions,mybloodboilstomaxattheanger

brewinginmeasIhavepalpations,Ithrowmy

phonetotheTV

"Baby,what'sgoingon?Areyoucoming?"

Ilookather,withafrownonmyfaceasIfeelthe

urgeburstoutinascream,she'sbeenfuckingmy

BROTHER!!

.

.

.

.

********

"Thosewhodon'tknowthevalueofloyalty,can

neverappreciatethecostofbetrayal"(unknown)

********

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:40] :Insert48

•



•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

He'sjuststandingtherelookingatmewhilefuming

inrage,hedoesn'tlookgood,hedoesn'tlookgood

atall

Me:"bbabe?Areyouokay?Whathappened?"

Hewalksclosertome,thewayhe'slookingatmeI

feellikemovingbackwardsbutIstandstillinone

place

Me:"what'swrongbabe?Isityourfather?"



Lulo:"it'smybrother"

Me:"whwhathappened?Isheokay?"

Lulo:"whydoyoucare?"

Hecaressesmyface

Me:"bbbecauseyouseemmad?"

Heholdsmyneckgently

Lulo:"let'sgobakethatcake"

Ifrownlookingintohiseyes

Icuphisface

Me:"areyouokaybabe?Youdon'tlooksogood"

Hetakesadeepbreathandsmiles

Lulo:"I'mfineSthandwasam"

Imovemyfaceclosertogivehimakissbyhetiltsit

makingmekisshischeek

Me:"youthrewyourphoneagainsttheTV?"

HelookstowardstheTVthengoestopickitup

Lulo:"Ijustreceivedbadnewsfromwork,nothing



much"

Me:"oh,okay,comeonlet'sgettoit"

Itakehishandsintomineandpullhimtothe

kitchen,Iputanapronoverhisheadthentieiton

him

Me(smiling):"youlookreallyhotinthat"

Hechucklesaswecontinuecookinglunchand

baking,hismindwasdistantthewholetime,

somethingisbotheringhim,buthewon'ttalktome

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Me:"epicfail!"

IrantasImakemywayinBlair'splace



Blair:"whatdoyoumean?Ithoughteverythingwas

goingaccordingtoplan?"

Isitonthecouch

Me:"stupidLowelldidn'tgotoherplacelastnight"

Blair:"butIthoughthetypedhewasontheway"

Me:"Metoo,Iguesshewasfoolingher"

Ilookather

Me:"Ithinkmaybehe'scheatingonher"

Blair:"whatmakesyouthinkthat?"

Me:"probablysomeotherwomandistractedhim,I

knowLowell,he'saladiesman,Iwon'tbesurprised

ifhepassedbyhissidechickfirstbeforegoingto

seeher"

Blair:"sotheyfuckedbutnevergotcaught"

Me(sighs):"No,everythingwasgoingsoperfectly"

Blair:"ifonlyyoulistenedtomeaboutthecameras"

Me:"No,Iwantedhimtoseeitlive,withhisowntwo

eyes,hewould'veprobablyactedimpulsiveand



killedthemboth,orbeatthemuptilltheylandin

ICU"

Blair:"youreallywanthertodie?"

Me:"Idon'tcarewhathappenstoher,sheneedsto

staythefuckawayfrommyhusband"

Blair:"yahnehbophelokewwe"

Isitbackthinking

Blair:"don'ttellmeyougoingtocomeupwith

somethingelse?"

Me:"maybenotrightnow,butIswear,Ismellthat

bitchorfindherdoinganythingfunnywithNoah,

justonce,I'llmakesureshediesmyowndamnself

andwatchastheydoit"

Blair:"calmdownLulama,she'sstillyoursister"

Me:"Idon'thaveasister,aslongasmymothersays

I'mheronlygirlchildthenthat'swhatIam,andI'm

notinterestedinhavingone"

Blair:"youjustsayingthatcauseyoumadabout

Noah,comeonletitrest,Imeanyoucheatedon

himwithhisbrotheraswell,hecheatedonyouwith



yoursister,youguysareeven,letitgo"

IlookatherasIfeelmybloodboil

Me:"howdareyousaythat..yousupposedtobemy

friendandsupportme...

Blair:"youwaytooworkedup,asyourfriendI

suggestyoucooldown,youhurtingyourbaby,if

youcontinuewiththisstress,youmightloseyour

baby"

ItakedeepbreathsasIrubmytummy

Myphonebeepsgettingamessage

It'samessageonWhatsAppfromLowell.Iopenit

anditsavideo,Idownloadit.

Me:"Lowelljusttextedme,sendingmeavideo"

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Blair:"Iwonder"

Me:"Iknewitwon'tbelongtillhemissesme"

Blair:"youreallydon'tknowwhatyouwant,whodo

youloveLulama?NoahorLowell?"



Me:"IloveNoahobviously"

Blair:"thenwhatdoyouwantfromLowell?"

Me:"Iwanthisgirlfriendtostayawayfrommy

husband"

Blair:"hestillmakesyoublush"

Me:"Ijustwantustobecool,withnobadblood

betweenus,atleastbefriends,Idon'twanthim

completelyoutofmylife"

Blair:"ifyoureallywannamoveon,youneedtolet

himgo,youneedtofocusonyourhusbandand

yourbaby,youabouttostartyourownfamilynow,

stopthesegamesyouplayingwithLowell,Iknow

youhadfunwithhim,withthedrugsanddoingall

thoseriskydangerousthings,livingonthehigh,he

gaveyouthebestofyourteenageyears,whenhe

usedtovisitduringtheholidays,anddatingacute

varsityguywhilekeepingyourrelationshipsecret,it

gaveyoutherushandyouenjoyedeveryminute,

butnowit'stimetogrowup,andsettledown,with

thematurebrother,whowilltakegoodcareofyou

andyourkids,theonewhodoesn'trunafter



everythinginaskirt,reallyLulama,stopthese

games,onedayyou'llmesswiththewrongpeople

andyou'llgetkilled...youdon'tknowwhatLowellis

capableofdoingforAmahle,he'salreadydistanced

himselffromyouforher,somethingwethought

wasneverpossible"

Irollmyeyesandlookbackatmyphoneasthe

videohasfinisheddownloading

Iplayit

Me:"ohmyGod!"

Blaircomesnexttomeaswewatchtheliveporn

videoofLowellandI

Sexain'tbetterthanlove(oh)

Sexain't,sexain't(oh)

Betterthanlove

IbeenoutcheainthesestreetsandIdonelearned

EverygirlIgavemylovingtoowasonlyasubstitute

IbeenoutcheainthesestreetsandIdone



learned"

Blair:"thefuck,that'sNoahand.....

Me:"Amahle!!"

Wewatchashefucksherindifferentpositions,

doingthingstoherhe'sneverdonetome

Eventhoughshe'sinmyarmsthisain'twhere

myheartbelongs

Sexintheairnolovin'here

SoonasIgetthrough,I'mouttathere

Anditfeelssobadbutitfeelssogood

WishingIcouldcaregirlInevercould

ButthenIfellintoyourlove

Didn'tletmetouchtheground

NowIseeitclearthatyourheartisthere

Andalltheseotherwomentheyjustcan'tcompare

GirlIknow

Sexain'tbetterthanlove



Wewatchtilltheendwhereitwrites

"EVEN!"Inbold

Ifeellikemyheartisgoingtopumprightoutmy

mouth,IgetupandruntothebathroomwhereI

throwup.

MyheartliterallystopsasIstruggletobreathwhile

throwingupallmybreakfast,astearsstartrolling

downmyfacefromlackofbreath,thevomitfinally

cutsasIgetthechancetocatchmybreathBlair

standsbythedoorwatchingme

Ilookupather

Me:"hhheknows!HeknowsBlair"

Blair:"soheknewallthistime,andhimcheatingon

youwaspaybacktoyouandLowell,shit!Ismell

bloodbeingspilt,damnitLulama,howareyougoing

togetyourselfoutofthisone"

.

.

.



.

Noah

.

.

.

"Heopenedthevideoanhourago,he'snowvery

awarethatyouknow"

Me:"good,nowthegungamescanbegin"

"Doyouwantmetotakehimout?"

Me:"notjustyet,justkeepacloseeyeonhim,of

he'splanningsomethingagainstmehe'lltellyou

causehethinksyouloyaltohim,sojustkeepan

eyeonhim"

"Yesboss"

Me:"didy'allsortoutwhateverwasgoingattheclub

lastnight?"

"Yeshecameover,theclubwillhavetoshutdown

forafewweeksasinvestigationsonsafetyandour

employeeswillbeinvestigated"



Me:"okay,youhavealltheirfakedetailsand

backgroundsright?"

"Yesboss"

Me:"good,don'tfuckmyclubup,I'llalsobethere

moreoftentocheckastheycarryoutthe

investigations"

"Yesboss"

Me:"okaysharp"

"Sharp"

IhangupandsighasIsitback

MyheartskipsabeatatthethoughtofwhatLowell

mightdotoAmahle,forhissake,Ihopehedoesn't

killher,he'sstillyoungforjail.Iwonderifhe'llbreak

upwithher,andifhedoes,wherewillAmahlego,a

partofmeisworriedabouther,buttheotherpart

couldn'tcareless.

Shedoesn'tmeananythingtome,Iwasatwarwith

mybrotherandshewasmypowerfulweapon.

ButI'mnotdonewithherjustyet,dependingonmy

brother'sreactionandcomeback,Imightstillneed



her.Nessawillbehappytohearthesenews.

Istareatmypillsonmydesk,Itakethemandthrow

theminthebin

"(Whispers)goodjobmylove,youdoinggood"I

smileatmyself

Iopenthedrawofmydeskandtakeoutherpicture

Me:"ohsweetheart,Iknowyouinnocentinallthis,

buthereyouare,whenI'mdonewithyou,Lowell

mightenduptakinghisownlifeorneverfallinlove

again.Ihopeyou'llfinditinyourhearttoforgiveme

oneday.....that'sifyoumakeitoutalive"

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

.



Mom:"bekezelanganeyami,siyamdingauMuzi

awukwaziukumlahla"

(Justhangintheremychild,weneedMuzi,you

can'tjustdumphim)

Me:"Nomah,awuboniukuthiangisakwazingisho

nokuvulaamehlokahle,ubusobam,bukaukuthi

nginjani,ufunaukuthingibekezeleintoeyaphi?

Ngizophumasengiphumangebokisiphelalapha,

ilokhookufunayomah?UfunauMuziazeangibulale?

(Nomom,can'tyouseeIcan'tevenopenmyeyes,

lookatmyface,lookhowhorribleIlook,howlong

doyouwantmetoholdon?ThedayIwalkoutwill

bewithmybodyinacoffin,isthatwhatyouwant

mom?YouwantMuzitokillme?)

Mom(tearfully):"awukodwamntanami,yiniindaba

kantiwenaumdumaza?Umenzanileengaka

emenzaukuthiadinweazeakushayekangaka?"

(Ohmypoorbaby,itwhydoyoumakehimangry?

Whatdoyoudotohimthatmakeshimsobrutal?)

Ishakemyhead,Ican'tbelievemomisblamingme

forhisactions,she'sprotectinghiminsteadofme



Me:"ngempelamah?Uzongibuzalowomsangano?

uMuziufunaizinganelakumina,angisakwazi

ukumitha,ngizothini?Ngiyamshiyaminamah

uMuzi"

(Reallymom?Youreallygoingtoaskmethat

nonsense?Muziwantschildrenfromme,andI'm

incapableofgettingpregnant,whatmustIdo?I'm

leavingMuzimom)

Shesighsshakingherheadandsittingback

Mom:"nginecebo,ngihlangenenosisiwakho

ezinsukwiniezadlule"

(Ihaveaplan,Ibumpedintoyoursisterafewdays

ago)

Me:"uThandile?"

Mom:"yebo"

Me:"ukhonalaegoli?"

(She'sinJoburg?)

Mom:"yebo,uhlalanomuntuwakhe,uthole

umsebenzila,intoezokwenzeka,nizoshintshisana

iy'mpilozenu,yenauzobangimfazikaMuziwena



uhlalenendodayakhe,abeseuyamitha,masezalile

ke,nibuyelekwizimpilozenu"

(Yes,shestayswithhermanwhofoundajobthis

side,what'sgoingtohappenisthat,youwillswitch

lives,shewillbeMuzi'swifewhileyoubeherman's

girlfriend,thenshe'llgetpregnantforhim,onceshe

givesbirth,youcanswitchback)

Myjawisliterallyonthefloor,Icannotwhatshe

hasjustsuggested

Me:"uThandileangekeayivumeleyo"

Mom:"uSaqwithiuzomvumisa"

(Saqhwithiwillmakeheragree)

Me:"ChaChacha,angivumi,angisayingeniindaba

zakhozokuthakathamah,bukaukuthiingenzeni,

kusizaniukuphilaendawenienhleubenemalieningi

kodwaungajabuli?Yiniemnandilamah?Noma

besigenamalietheni,kodwabesijabulileeNongoma,

ngingancamengiphindekhona"

(NononoIdisagree,Iwantnothingtodowithyour

witchcraftmom,lookwhatit'sdoingtomylife,



whatdifferencedoesitmaketoliveinsuch

beautifulplacesandhaveallthemoneyyoucould

askfor,butstillnotbehappy?Whatissoniceabout

thislifemom?Eventhoughwedidn'thavemuch

moneybutwewerehappierinNongoma)

Mom:"asiphindelilapho,mawungafuninecebolami,

hlalakelaphonendodaekushayayo,nomauze

nelinyeicebo,kodwaangekesiphindesiphinde

eNongomauyezwa?Ngigcinilekengalelo"

(Wenotgoingbackthere,ifyoudisagreewithmy

idea,stayinyourabusivemarriage,orelsecomeup

withanotherplan,butwenevergoingbackto

Nongoma.Thosearemyfinalwords)

Shegetsupandheadstoherroom

IsighandsitbackasIsiponmywine

Ithoughtmomwouldsupportme,IguessIonly

havemyself,asmuchasMuziabusesme,healso

tellsmeeverything,andapparentlyI'mnotinhis

willyet,IguessI'llhavetodealwiththismyown

way.AndIhaveaprettygooddamnidea,whichwill

notonlysavemefrommymonsterhusband,but



willalsoleavemefilthyrich.

AsmilecreepsonmyfaceasIcontinuetosipon

mywine

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Wejustfinishedhavingdinner,I'mchillingatthe

loungewatchingTV,LowellleftmetogosleepasI

continuetofinishthemoviealone.

ItakemyphoneandtextLucabutmytextsdon'tgo

through

Icallhimbutitdoesn'tgothrough,Iwonderwhat's

happening,I'vebeenstrugglingtotextandcallhim



allday.

MyWhatsAppisthemostboringit'sreallydry,I

literallyonlyhavefourcontactsIchatto,Lowell

NoahLucaandAndiswa,wellIguessnowit'sthree.

Therestareabunchofschoolgroupchatsforeach

ofmymodules.

IdecidetoscrollthroughInstagram,Idon'tpost

hereatall,allIdoisfollowcelebritiesand

influencersandscrollthroughtheiramazinghappy

lives,peoplebereallylivingtheirbestlivesoutthere,

I'veneverevengottenthechancetoexploreallthe

niceplacesofJoburg,Ijustwatchpeopledoiton

socialmediaandtelevision.

Ihearasoundofbagsbeingpulled

Iturntolookbehindmetowardsthemaindoorand

Lowellisstandingtherewithathreebigbagsasif

he'sgoingonalongvacationorsomething,but

whatmuddlesmeisthattheyallmybags

Me:"bbabe?What'sgoingon,whereareyougoing?"

Lulo:"nowhere"



Isitup

Me:"thenwhat'swithallthebags?"

Lulo:"youtheonethat'sleaving"

Me(bewildered):"whwhat?WhereamIgoing?We

can'tgoonholidaynow,schoolsareopening

Monday"

Hechuckles

Lulo:"I'vepackedeverythingforyou,pleaseleave

myapartmentAmahle,yourstayherehasexpired"

Istanduponmyshakylegs

Me:"whwhy?Whwhwhwhatsgoingon,whyismy

stayexpired?Didwenotpayrent?"

Lulo:"Amahle,getoutofmyhouse,beforeIlosemy

cool,youarenotwelcomehereanymore,youare

notwelcomeinmylife,Idon'twantyou,I'mdone

withyou,youarenolongermygirlfriend,I'mpulling

outofthisrelationship"

Myheartpoundsuncontrollablyagainstmychest,

hurtandveryconfusedbyhiswordswhichdon't

seemtoberegisteringinmyhead,I'mwaitingfor



himtosayhe'sjokingandthisissomekindofsick

yetfunnyprank

Me(fakelaugh):"okay,okaythat'sagggoodone,you

gotmethere,bestprankyou'vepulledonme,you

win"

Heopensthedoor

Lulo(angrily):"getthefuckoutmyhouseAmahle

beforeIdragyou"

Mybodystartsshakinglikecrazyasfear

overwhelmsme

Me(trembling):"whwhwhy?WhatdidIdo?Please,I

didn'tdoanything,whyareyoukickingmeout?"

Ifeelmyeyeballspainastearsthreaten

asIstandinoneplacewiththeburningurgetopee,

Iscratchmyitchyarmpits

Lulo:"getoutAmahle!"

Ishakemyhead

Me(tearfully):"No!WhereamIsupposedtogo?iiits

sssodarkoutside,Ihhavenowhereelsetogo,why



areyouthrowingmeout?"

Hemarchestowardsmeandgrabsmebytheback

ofmyneckpushingmetowardsthedoor,Ifighthim

toletmego

Me(screaming):"Noooo!!Noo!!I'mnotgoing

anywhere,pleeeeaasee,Nooo"

AhotslapleavesmycheeksburningasIfallonthe

floorholdingmyburningcheek,Iburstintoa

wrenchingcry

Me(crying):"I'mnotgoing!!"

Hepullsmebymylegsslidingmetowardsthedoor,

Itrytofightbackbuthe'stoostrongforme,he

holdsmeagainstthewallsqueezingmynecknext

tothedoor

Lulo:"youcancallNoah,andaskhimforaplaceto

staysincehefuckedyousogoodwhileIwasgone,

Iwishyouahappylifewithhim"

Hespitsonmyface

Lulo:"siesyoufuckingdisgustinglittleslut,after

everythingIsacrificedforyou,yougoandfuck



around,withmybrotherofallpeople,youwerejust

usingmeallthistime?Iwaswillingtochangefor

you,tomakeyoumywife,wecould'vehaditall,

Well,Ihopeyouhaveaniceslutylifewithyouloose

pussyandmybrother,Idon'tknowwhatIwas

thinking,youarenotworthfightingforafterall"

Hesmasheshislipsonminekissingmethenbites

mybottomlippainfullyIscreaminpainashe

pushesmeoutsidecausingmetofallontheground,

hethrowsmybagsonmeastheypainfullylandon

topofme,healsothrowsmyphoneatme,aimingit

onmyhead.

Heclosesandlocksthedoor

IcryatthetopofmylungsasIknockandbangon

thedoor

Me(heartwrenchingcry):"Loweeeelll!!!!Opeeennn!!!

PleeeeaaseeI'msooorry,I'msososososoorryy,I

didn'tmeanto....pleeeeaasee!!(Crying)....please

pleaseplease,pleaseI'mbeggingyou....Ihave

nowhereelsetogo...

Islideagainstthedoorsittingdownandcryingmy



eyesout

Me:"whereamIsupposedtogooooo....(screams)

Lowweeeeelll!!!Don'tdothistome...plleeeaaaseI'm

sorry,hetrickedmeBabyyyy....hetrickedmeeee

pleaseletmeexplain....Lowweeeeelll!!!!!"

Afterawhilebangingonthedoorpeoplewere

startingtocomplainasthesecuritycametowards

me

Security:"mam,goingtohavetoaskyoutoleavethe

premisesifyouarenotwelcome"

Me:"Thisismyapartment!!Hhhheiiiiiisthththhe

onewhwhodoesn'twanttoletmein,inmyown

house!!(Bangingthedoorcrying)....Loweeeelll!!

Openthisdoor,Lowell!That'senoughnow,openthe

dooorrrplleeeaaasebabyyypleaseSthandwasam,

pleasemylove,please....

Thesecuritytakesmybagsdraggingthemtowards

thegate,Irunafterhimtryingtotakethemaway

fromhim

Me"Nononoyoucan'tchasemeoutplease,Ihave

nowhereelsetogo,please,gggggivehimabit



moretime,hewillletmein,pleasesirplease"

Security:"sorrybuthecalledsecuritytoescortyou

out,I'msorry,butyouhavetogo"

Me(crieslouder):"NoooowhereamIsupposedto

go...iiitsdark,Ineedmyasthmapump...mymoney,I

leftitinthere,Ihavenothing!!"

Hethrowsmybagsoutthegateandgivesmemy

phone,hepushesmegentlyoutandclosesthegate.

Ibegandbegcryingbutmycriesandpleadingsfall

intodeafearsandcoldhearts.

Ifinallygiveupandlookaroundthequietempty

darkstreet,Ilooktomyrightandlooktomyleft,

bothpathsarehopelessandshownosignofaway

home.Ohwait,Idon'thaveahome

IsitdownasIcan'tstopmyselffromcryingand

shaking....

.

.

.



.

*******

"Thesaddestthingiswhenyoufeelingrealdown,

reallost,realbroken,youlookaroundonlytorealize

thatthere'snoshoulderforyou"(Author)

******

Tobecontinued
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Itossandturninbed,Iwasn'tabletosleepallnight,

I'venevercriedsomuchinmylife,myfathertaught

usthatmendon'tcryandI'vealwaysbeenableto

pushtearsbackandactoutofangerinstead,likeI

didwithAmahle,butIjustcouldn'tcontrolmy

brokenheart,shemademecry,shemademeweak.

IknowI'mnotasaintandI'vecheatedonAmahle

moretimesthanonecancount,butInever

expectedthisfromher,ItrustedherandIwas

willingtochangemyways,Ithoughtshewasa

goodgirl,differentfromtherest,pureandinnocent,

shemademelookatmyselfdifferently,IknowI

tookmytimetostopallthebullshit,butIguessI

wasalsobeingbullshittedon.

I'msoangryather,butIknowmyangermakesme

looklikeahypocritecauseI'vedonethesamewhen

shealsotrustedme.I'mworriedabouther,Iwonder

whereshewentlastnight,isshesafe?Whatifshe



gotrapedandkilled,thestreetsarenotsafefor

women,speciallyinaroundhereit'snotsafeatall.

I'msureshecalledNoahandhecamethrough,that

mentalbastard.

Ifinallymanagetogetmyselfoutofbedandhead

forthebathroomwhereIfreshenup.

Idressupincasualasit'sSundaytodaysoI'mnot

working.

Igetinmycaranddriveouttheapartment

Islowdownwaitingforsecuritytoopenthegate

Me:"shogrootman"

Security:"yebomshana"

Idriveslowlyoutthegatecheckingmyleftandright

sideoftheroadifit'ssafetodrive...Ispotsomeone

abitfarfromthegate,Iimmediatelynoticeit'sher

fromthebagsnexttoher.

Itakealeftturndrivingtowardsher,Iparkonthe

sidebeforemakingmywayouttoher.

Ilookather,she'ssleeping,sheusedsomeofher

clothesasablanket.



Icovermymouthindisbelief,Ican'tbelieveshe

actuallysleptouthereinthestreet

Me:"Amahle?"

Shedoesn'tbudge

Igetcloserandshakeher

Me:"Amahle"

Shegetsupfrightenedbeforenoticingmeitwas

me

ShesitsupshiveringIcantellthatshe'sfeeling

verycoldeventhoughshe'swearingwarmclothes,

it'sstillwinterandtheweatherissuppercoldeven

thoughthesunisout

Amahle:"Lowell?"

Shelooksupatmethenquicklylooksdownshyly

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Amahle:"I'msssorry,Ihhadnowheretogo"

Me:"soyoudecidedtosleepouthere?"

Amahle:"Iwwwasssscaredtowalkatnight,bbutI'll



leaveandgoffindanotherspot,I'msorry"

Me:"Igaveyouyourphonecouldn'tyouthinkof

anyonetocall?Luca?Andiswa?Noahtheloveof

yourlife?"

Sheshakesherheadandwipeshertears

Amahle:"Ihavenoone,Lucablockedme,Andiswa

andIbrokeupawhileback"

Me:"younotfaithfultoanyoneIsee"

Shelooksdownfiddlingwithherfingers

Me:"Noah?"

Shelooksatmeembarrassinglythendownather

fingers

Amahle:"Ihhavenobusinessgoingtohim"

Me:"ohreally?Butyouhadbusinesswhenhewas

fuckingyou?"

Shecriessilentlywipinghertears

Me:"youreallydisgustme,Ican'tevenstandtolook

atyou,you'reawhorecoveredinaninnocentface,

youwaswaitingformetobreakyourvirginityso



youcanletthewholecommunityin?Howmany

peoplehaveyoucheatedonmewith?"

Amahle:.....

Me:"Iaskedyouafuckenquestion?Howmany?"

Amahle:"iitsonlyoneaaanditwasonce,Ipromise"

Me:"youwantmetobelievethatbullshit?ShouldI

callNoahtocomepickyouup?Hewon'tbehappy

knowinghiswomanwhoreissleepinginthe

streets"

Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"canyouatleastletmetaketherestofmy

stuffyoudidn'tpack?ThenI'llleaveyouandnever

botheryouagain,Idon'twantNoah...Iloveyou,it

wasonce,itwasamistake"

Me:"amistake?whoyouthinkyoufooling?"

Amahle:"Iccanexplaineverything,ifyougiveme

thechance"

Shecrawlsuptomyfeetandbowstome

Amahle:"Ibegyou,pleasetakemeback,I'msorry,I



didn'tmeantobetrayyou,Iwasssstupid,Ifeltso

badanddisgustedinmyselfafterwards,please,

givemeasecondchance,please,I'mbeggingyou"

Iwalktothecarandtakethehousekeys

Ithrowthemather

Me:"there,goinside"

Shelooksatthekeysthenupatme

Amahle:"rrreally?"

Me:"I'lldealwithyouwhenIgetback"

Amahle:"thankyou"

Igetinmycaranddriveoff

.

.

.

.

Noah

.



.

.

Me:"howcouldyouforgettoblockhimfromsharing

thatvideo?Howmanypeopleheshareditwithand

whoarethey?"

"hardeboss,Iimmediatelyblockeditandremovedit

fromhisphoneafterhesentittoLulama,Ialso

blockedanddeleteditfromLulamaaswell"

Me:"Lulama?Shesawittoo?"

"Yesboss"

Me:"ohhnowondershenevercamehomelastnight

(laughs)wellthisisgoingtobefun"

Icontinuelaughinguntilhejoinsinlaughingwith

me

Me:"Iwonderwhenshe'llcomehome,ohman..have

youbeenkeepingacloseeyeonLowelland

Amahle?"

"Yesboss,hekickedheroutlastnight,sheslepton

thestreet"



Me(frowns):"What!?"

"LuckilyIwascloseby,Iwasparkedabitfar,she

hadabunchofbagsandshefellasleepright

outsidetheestate"

Me:"thefuckDerek!Whythefuckdidn'tyoucallme,

whywouldyoulethersleepinthestreets,doyou

realizehowcolditis?Shealreadyhasasthma,do

youhaveanyideawhatmighthappenifshe

catchesthecold?FuckDerek!!Issheokaynow?"

"Idon'tknowboss,Ileftwhenthesuncameout"

Me:"youfuckenuselessidiot!Youluckyyounot

hererightnow"

Idropthecallandrunmyhandonthesideofmy

faceasIdialher

Shedoesn'tpickup

Itryheragainforaboutfivetimes

"Pleaseleavemealone,Iddon'twishtotalktoyou"

Me:"Amahle,wait"

Shehangsup



Iheadtotheloungeandchillbythecouch,I'mnot

workingtoday.

IlogonWhatsApp

"Pleasetellmeyouokay,that'sallIneedtoknow,

please"(toSweetheart)

Ileanback

Myphonerings,Iquicklypickitup

Me:"Amahle?"

"Noit'syourmother"

Me:"oh,heymom"

"AmIsavedasAmahle?"

Me:"no,Ididn'tchecktheid"

"Ohhareyouokay?YousounddisappointedthatI'm

notAmahle?"

Me:"No,it'snotthat,it'sjustIexpectedacallfrom

her,it'saboutwork,howareyou?"

"OhI'mgood,yourgrandfatherwantstodoaritual

foryouandyourbrother,hefoundsomeonetohelp



us,Iwillneedyoutocomespendjustoneweek

home"

Me:"No"

"Excuseme?"

Me:"No"

"ComeonNoah,thisneedstobedone,youhave

bloodonyourhandsandaslongasyoudon'tget

cleansedyou'llforeverseeVanessa,whoisdead,

whoyoustabbedandsinglehandedlyburiedsix

feetunder?I'msickandtiredofyourobsession

overthisVanessa,she'sdrivingyoucrazyandshe'll

neverletyougountil.....

Ihangupcuttinghershort

IwillnotletherfeedmeliesaboutVanessa,just

causetheydon'tlikeher

she'smywifewhethertheylikeitornot

Thedoorbellgoesoff

Igetupandwalktowardsthedoor,IopenitandI'm

welcomedbyahardpunchacrossmyface.



Istaggerbackholdingmypainfuljaw,hemarches

towardsmeandthrowsanotheronelandingmeon

thefloor,hegetsontopofmeandstartthrowing

multiplepunchesonmyface,awakeningmyangerI

findthestrengthtopushhimoffmeandthrowin

mypunches,heattacksmyholdingmearoundmy

waistashepushesmetowardsthewall,he

squeezesmynecktightly,blockingmyairway

Lowell(heavybreathing):"yousonofabitch!You

fuckedmygirl!!Everythingyoueverdidforherwas

togetbackatme,youpsychopathicmotherfucker!!

I'mgoingtokillyou"

Ifeelmyselfslowlylosingbreath,buttheangerin

mewon'tletmesleep,Iusemylegstokickhim

betweenhislegs,aimingfortheballs.

Hegroansinpainlooseninghisgriponmyneck,I

kickhimagainusingmykneeonhisstomach,Ido

thatmultipletimes,hetriestogetupstraightbutI

throwthehardestpunchonhisface,Ifeelbones

crackingashedropstothefloorIgetonhimand

stranglethelifeoutofhim,hepassesout,Ilethim

go.



Istartpacingupanddownstrugglingtocontrolmy

breathing.

Ilookathim,thisismychancetokillhim,butthe

brotherinmejustcan'tbringmyselftodoit,Iwant

todoitsobad,butGodknowsI'drathertakethe

bulletforthismoronthankillhim,insteadIcan

makehislifealivinghelluntilhedecidestotakehis

ownlife,orheproperlyapologizestome,and

confessesthewholetruthandwecallittruce.

Iheadtothekitchenandpourmyselfaglassof

whiskey,IgulpitdowninonegoasIfeelmychest

burninglikecrazy.

Ipouranotheroneandputiceas,Igogetmygunin

mysecretsafeintheloungebeforeIgositbackon

mycouchwalkingoverapassedoutLowell.

.

.

.

.

Amahle



.

.

.

AfterIwasdonefresheningup,Itookmymoney

fromthesecretspotwhereIwashidingitalong

withmypursethathadmybankcardandother

importantstufflikemyID.

Ipackeverythinginmysuitcase.

IcalledanUberwhichwillbehereatanymoment

now,IknowhesaidIshouldn'tgoanywherebutI

havetogo,it'stimeIgolivemylifeformyself,I

knownothingwilleverbethesameagainbetween

LowellandI,he'llneverlookatmethesame,and

willprobablyneverlovemethesame.Ilovehimso

muchandIwishhe'dforgivemeandwecanmove

onandlivehappilyeverafter,butIknowthat'llbe

impossible.

Igetacallfromthedriverinformingmehe'soutside

thegate.

Itakemystuffandheadout.



Hedropsmeoffataguestlodgenotsofar.They

allowmetobookforoneweek,that'sallI'llneed

untilIfindmyselfanewplacetostay.

Igetintheroom,it'sabigbedroomwithbathroom.

Iputmybagsdownandthrowmyselfonthebed,I

can'tbelieveIsurvivedsuchacoldnightinthe

streets.I'mstillbattlingwithmyheadonhow

LowellfoundoutaboutCapeTown,theonlypeople

whoknewwereNoah,LucaandAndiswa,oneof

themtoldhim,itcouldn'tbeNoah,hewouldn'twant

toruinhisbrotherhoodlikethat,webothbetrayed

someonewelove,hewouldn'tbusthimself,soit

wasnotNoah,Luca?Idon'tthinkhe'ddothat,I

meanIstilldon'tknowthereasonsofhimblocking

me,andlastnightheseducedme,afterhewas

busyblowingupmyphoneconfessinghisfeelings

forme,coulditbethathe'salwaysbeenjealousof

myrelationshipwithLowellthathesleptwithmeso

thatLowellwouldcatchusanddestroyour

relationship?Ishethatjealousthatafterthatdidn't

workhetoldLowellaboutNoahandItoruinour

relationship?Hesaidhelovedme,couldthisbe



howfarhe'dgoforhisloveforme?OrAndiswa,we

arenotingoodtermsandshebefriendedthe

womanwhomIcouldneverbefriendswith,couldit

bethatAndiswatoldhereverything?Thenshetold

Lowell?Oneofthesepeoplebrokemytrustand

theywanttoseemebrokenwithnothing.The

questionis,whoisit?

I'mjustworriedaboutnowthateverythingisout

there,whatwillhappenwithmyscholarships?I

shouldstartapplyingforanotherbursaryanddrop

thisonebeforeitdropsme.

ItakemylaptopfrommysuitcaseandIconnectto

theWiFithenbrowsthroughtheinternetfor

bursaries,turnsoutthatNSFAScanstillfundmeifI

qualify,thankGodIstillhavemyimportant

documents.

.

.

.

.



Luca

.

.

.

I'vebeentryingtogetholdofAmahleallnightand

alldaytoday,Ithinksheblockedmynumber.

I'msittingbytheloungestaringatnothing,tryingto

figureouteverythingthathappenedlastnight,why

wasIsuddenlysohornyjustbyafewglassesof

wine.

"Hey"

IsnapoutofitandlookupatThandoanddadwho

arelookingatme

Me:"Mom,Dad,I'msorryaboutthecarokay"

Mom:"it'snotaboutthat,areyouokayson?"

Isighandlieonmybackonthecouch

Me:"I'mfine"

Dad:"wellyouheardhim,let'sgo"



Momnudgeshimwithafrownandtellshimtotalk

tome,herollshiseyesandsighs

Dad:"fine"

Shesmilesandkisseshimthenleaves

Hepushesmyfeetoffthecouchashesitsnextto

me

Dad:"what'supwithyouman,andyoudaretellme

youfineorit'snothingI'llclapyousohardand

makeyoubesadoversomethingthat'sthere,you

hearme?"

Isquintmyeyesathisstatementthisguyis

hardcoreashell

Me:"it'saboutagirl"

Hetakesadeepbreathandlooksatme

Dad:"Iknewit,whathappened?Pleasedon'ttellme

yougotherpregnant"

Me:"what?No...

Ithinkaboutitanditclicksthatwedidn'tuse

protection



Me:"well,uhmIhopenot,wehadsexlastnightand

wedidn'tuseprotection...butthat'snotthereason

I'mdown.."

Dad:"wellitshouldcausethatgirlmightbe

pregnant"

Heslapsthebackofmyheadmultipletimes

Dad:"how..many..times...have...

I...preached...about...condoms...and

safe..sex..to...you.."

WitheverywordwasaslapwhichIwastryingto

blockwithmyarms

Me:"I'msorry,itwasamistake,weweredrunk...

Hegivesmethatlookagainandstarthittingme

hardonmyshoulder

Me:"aahhhDaaad...I'msorry..

Ijumpupandmoveawayfromhim

Dad:"youtookmyfuckencartogogetdrunkand

fuckagirl..withoneofmyfavoritesportscarsout

ofallcarsyoucould'vepicked?"



Me:"heyIdidn'tdentitthough"

HeraiseshisbrowsIpickmyhandsup

apologetically

Me:"okayokay,I'msorry,itwon'thappenagain"

Heclickshistongue

Dad:"comesitbackdownhere"

Isitnexttohimbutabitfarfromhim

Dad:"tellmewhatwasreallybotheringyou"

Me(sighs):"wellthisgirlisactuallymybestfriend

andlastnightwasamistakewhichI'mstill

confusedabout,shehasbeensendingmewired

textswhichIneverexpectedfromher,tellingme

thatshehasdeepfeelingsformeandthatifshe

nevermetherboyfriendfirstshe'dbewithme,it's

confusingbecauseIknowhowmuchshelovesher

boyfriendandshe'salwaysbeenclearfromgetgo

thatI'monthefriendzoneandshefeelsnothingfor

me...okaycool,sheinvitesmetoherplacelast

nightforustotalkaboutthesefeelingsthatshehas,

wegetthere,andshepoursuswine,shestarts



askingmeaboutthetextsIsentherconfessingmy

feelingstoher,Itellherthatshe'stheonewhowas

confessingherfeelingstome,whichgotusvery

confusedandwewereonlyinourthirdglassof

wine...fuck,Istartedfeelingsohorny,likenever

beforeDad,outofthebluemydickhardened

exposingitselffromundermypants,Ialsocaught

hermakingweirdfacesandtouchingherselfwhile

staringatmydick,Icouldn'tcontrolmyself,it'slike

somethingtookovermesoifuckedher"

Itakeadeepbreathaftertellinghimeverythingthat

happened

Dad:"whydon'tyoutalktoherandexplaintoeach

otherwhathappenedwithoutanywinethistime"

Me:"that'sthething,IthinksheblockedmecauseI

can'tgetholdofher"

Dad:"givemeyourphone"

Igiveittohim,hegoesonmyWhatsAppbutit

needsmyfingerprint

Dad:"boy!Putyoufingerprint"



Iputitforhim,heshakeshisheadlookingatallthe

girl'scontactsandheChuckles

Dad:"sowhichoneisthegirlyoutalkingabout?"

Me:"it'stheonesavedasSkat"

Heclicksonit,hereadsourchats

Dad:"mmhh,isthishernumber?Yousure?"

Inod

Dad:"sothere'snootherchatsbesidestheonesshe

sentyouconfessingherloveforyou?"

Me:"nothereare,wetalkeveryday"

Heshowsmemyphoneandourconversationsare

notthere

Me:"what?Idon'tunderstandwheredidtheygo?"

Dad:"Ithinkyouguysmighthavebeenhacked,I'll

tellyouruncleAidentolookmoreintoit"

Me:"youmeanitsnotAmahlewhosentallthose

messages?"

Dad:"nope,andsheprobablygotmessagesthinking



it'sfromyou,that'swhyyouwerebothconfused,

andweneedtogotothehospital,weneedto

examinewhatwasinthatwine,Ithinkitwasspiked

fory'alltobehorny,there'snowayyoucangetthat

hornyoutofnowherewithoutbeingseducedor

watchingporn"

Me:"whocouldbebehindthis?"

Dad:"it'seitheragirlwhoisyourfriend'sboyfriend's

bitterex,oraguywhowantstobreakoffthe

relationshipbetweenyourfriendandherman"

Isigh

Dad:"what'sthenameofyourfriend?"

Me:"Amahle"

Dad:"fullnames"

Me:"AmahleIndigoMbokazi"

Henods

Dad:"don'tworrywe'llfindwhoeverisbehindthis,

andI'llbringthemtoyoutodoasyoupleasewith

them,they'lllearn,thatnoonemesseswithan

O'Brien"



.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Blair:"yougoinghome?"

Ilookatherthenbackatthemirrorfixingmyself

Me:"I'llhavetofacehimsoonerorlater"

Blair:"Idon'ttrustthatNoahofyours,he'salwaysso

chilledandkindtopeople,Ididn'tthinkhewas

capableofthis...whoknowswhatelseishecapable

of?"

Me:"hewon'tdoanythingtome,I'mpregnantfor

him"

Blair:"mmhaishouldIcomewithyou?Justincase?"



Me:"noI'llbefine,hewon'tdoanything,ifhehurts

meorevendivorcesme,that'llmeanwarwithmy

family,andthelastthingtheNhlabathisneedis

wrathfrommydad,hemarriedmeeventhoughhe

neverwantedtoandhelearnttoloveme,he'llalso

learntoforgivemeandmoveon"

Shelooksatmeshocked

Blair:"wow,Ilikeyourconfidence,IwishIhadthe

sameconfidenceasyougirl"

Itakemycarkeys

Me:"I'llseeyouwhenIseeyou,wishmeluck"

Iblowherakissandheadout

Idrivebacktoourhouse,afterawhileI'mparked

outsideandImakemywayin

IopenthedoorandheadtothebedroombutIstop

inmytracksasInoticeNoahsittingonthecouch

withagunnexttohimonthecouch,Icovermy

mouthasIlookdownatalifelessBodyonthefloor

Iscreamoutloudinshock

Noah:"shutthefuckup!"



Iclosemymouthandswallowspit

Me:"whatdidyoudo?Youkilledhim"

Noah:"andI'mnotgoingtoletyoumissthe

opportunityofgoingtohellwithhim"

Hepointsthegunatme

Imovebackwards

Me:"no,please,don'tkillme"

Noah:"givemefivegoodreasonswhyIshouldn't?"

Hegetsupandwalkstowardsme

Hepinsmeagainstthewallandbrushesthegun

slowlyagainstmyface

Noah(whispering):"whydidn'tyoucomehomelast

night?"

Me:"I..I...

Ifeelanexcruciatingpaincomingfrommy

abdomen

Noah:"Iaskedyouaquestion?"

Me:"IwaswithBlair...wewelostatrackoftime"



Hepointsthegunagainstmyhead

Noah:"ifyouwerenotpregnant,Iwould'velong

pulledthistrigger"

Iscreamatthepaingetsmorepainfulit'sasifmy

wombisbeingstabbedbydaggers

Me(burstsintoacry):"mybaby!"

Heletsgoofmeandlooksatmeworried

Noah:"youbleeding,shit!"

Lowellcoughsfromthefloorashegetsup

Lowell:"youbitch!Youalmostkilledme"

Heignoreshimashedropsthegun

"Aahhhoouuch"

Noah:"wehavetogetyoutohospital"

HewalksawayIthinktogetdressedashewas

shirtless

Noah:"look,wenowbotheven,noonehastodie,

youmybrotherandnomatterhowmuchIfeellike

killing,I'dneverbringmyselftoactuallydoit,so



let'scallitevenandmoveon"

Heholdsmearoundthewaistleadingustothe

door

whenLowellquicklypicksthegunupandshoots

him.

IgaspwhileholdingonmytummyasIwatchhim

fallonthefloorandmypainsgetsevenworse,I

screamwhilecryingasIslidedownonthefloor

againstthewall

Lowelldropsthegunandholdshisheadregrettably

.

.

.

******

"WhenIsaidI'dtakeabulletforyou,Ididn'tintend

foryoutobetheonetopullthetrigger"(O.M)

*****
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Iopenmyeyesandlookaroundmeonlytorealize

I'minhospital.

IlooktomysideandfindLowellpacingupand

downworriedly

Me:"what'sgoingon?"

Itrytositupbutthepainpullsmebackdown

Me(tearfully):"mybaby?How'smybaby?"



Helooksatmeandwalkstowardsmethenholds

myhand

Lowell:"thedoctorwilltelluswhat'sgoingon,don't

worry"

Me:"isthebabystillinside?"

Lowell:"yeah,theystillfiguringoutwhathappened"

Tearsstreamdownmyfaceatthethoughtoflosing

mybaby

Thedoctorwalksinafterawhile

Lowell&I:"doctor!?"

Dr:"hello,wellIhavegoodnews,thebabyisfine"

Me:"thenwhat'swiththebleeding?"

Dr:"itwasjustimplantationbleeding,nothing

serious,youarecompletelyfine,thepainwas

probablycausebyastressfulsituationthatyou

weremaybein?"

Inod

Me:"yeah,Iwasinainastressfulsituation"



Dr:"okay,wellbleedinghappenstosomewomen

duringthedaytheyweresupposedtogettheir

period,butit'sonlybecauseyoustilltwomonths

pregnant,you'llbefine,butifyouareworriedwe

canrecommendtreatmenttomakeyoufeelbetter"

Me:"please"

Dr:"okay,anursewillbringyouthetreatmentthen

dischargeyou"

Me:"thankyouDoc"

Henodsandheadsout

IlookatLowell

Me:"where'sNoah?"

Lowell:"he'sbeingtakencareof"

Me:"whywouldyoushoothim?Areyoucrazy?"

Lowell:"hetriedtokillmefirst,andhefucked

Amahle,hedestroyedher,hetookawayallthe

innocenceshehadleftinher"

Me:"Sowhat!?Yousleptwithme,remember?His

wife?Andyouknockedmeup,imagineofheknew



thisbabywasn'this?Hewould'vekilledyou!Buthe

sparedourlivesbecausehethinksthisbabyishis

andhelovesit,hedidsayyouarenoweven,what

moredoyouwanthuh?"

Hesighsbrushinghishandsoverhisfaceand

shakinghishead

Lowell:"allthisisjustfuckedup,Iwasangry,Iacted

outofanger,Ididn'tmeantoshoothim"

Me:"youbetterprayhe'saliveandyoubetterpray

he'snotacripple,whyshouldmyhusbandsuffer

causeyourgirlfriendisabitch!?Aslutwhosleeps

aroundwithbrothers"

Helooksatmewithafrownandraisedbrows

Lowell:"wellwouldyoulookwho'stalking?The

biggestslutofthemall,thequeenofwhores"

Igaspholdingmychest

Me:"andwhatareyou?Theman?Forsleepingwith

theentirehumanrace?Nxa"

Igetupslowlyasthenursemakesherwayingiving

metreatment



Me:"doyouknowwhichwardmyhusbandisin?"

Nurse:"andwho'syourhusbandmam?"

Me:"DoctorNhlabathi"

Nurse:"ohyes,thedoctorsarestillbusywithhim,

youcanwaitforhiminthewaitingroom"

Me:"okay"

Shewalksout,Igetmyshoesandpurseandwalk

outaswell,Iturntolookathim

Me:"hedies,I'mkillingyourbitch"

Iwalkouttothewaitingroom

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.



.

Idon'tknowwhyI'mpacingupanddownbutIam,

I'mveryworried,myheartisbeatingonanother

level,somethingisnotright,maybeLowellisin

trouble,mytummyisupsetandI'msweatinglike

crazy.Ifeelmylegsgettingweakandmyairgetting

thinner,Ipourmyselfaglassofwater.What's

happeningtome,feelslikemybloodpressurewent

uporsomething.

IsitonthebedandtakeoffthejacketIwaswearing,

Itakemyasthmapumpandinhaleformybreathing

tocomebacktonormal,thisisdefinitelynotan

asthmaattack,insteadI'mreallyworriedabout

something,thelasttimeIfeltlikethisiswhenmy

fatherpassedaway,beforetheytoldushepassed

away,doesthismeanmaybemymotherisdying?

Ilaydownonthebedandtakemyphone

I'mtemptedtocheckonLowellsoIcallhim

"Hello"

Me:"hey,iseverythingokay?Areyoufeelingokay?"



"YesI'mfinewhy?"

Me:"Ijustsensedlikeyounotokay"

"I'lltellyoueverythingwhenIgettoyourapartment

later"

Me:"oh,aboutthat,yyouwwwon'tfindmethere"

"What,why?ItoldyouI'llbebacktodealwithyou?"

Me:"I'mataguestlodge,youcancomemeetme

here,thenwe'lltalk"

"(Sighs)okay"

Me:"I'llsendyouthelocation"

"Okay,bye"

Ihangup,nowI'mconfused,Lowellseemstobe

fine

Iburymyheadonthepillow,Ihatethisfeelingso

much,Ifeelsoweak,likeI'mslowlydying,there's

thissharppaincomingfromthebackofmywaist,it

feelslikeburningcoalwaspushedthroughmein

thatspot..Ishouldputicemaybeit'llhelp,Ihope

theyhaveicecubes.



ItrygettingupbutIfail,mybodyistooweak,I

swearit'slikesomethingissuckingallmyenergy

andblood.

HowamIsupposedtogobuythefoodIwantedto

buy,there'snofoodhereandtherestaurantofthis

placeisclosed.

IlookatmyphoneandgotoNoah'smessageon

WhatsApp

(DrNhlabathi):"pleasetellmeyouokay,that'sallI

needtoknow,please"

Itypehimatext

(Me):"I'mokay,howareyou?Areyouokay?"

IpresssendandputmyphonedownasIwaitfor

himtoanswer.

AfteralmostanhourIcheckmyphone

andhehasn'ttextedback,mymessageisonetick

sohehasn'treceivedityet.

IwishIcouldcheckuponLuca,maybehe'sin

trouble



Iclosemyeyesandstartprayingforallthepeople

thatcrossedmymindforGodtoprotectthem.I

foundmyselfprayingforonespecificpersonmore

thantherest.

.

.

.

.

Norah(Lowell'smother)

.

.

.

Me:"thatboyissostubbornItellyou,hedoesn't

listentomeanymore,thatVanessagirlisreally

busy,andhe'snoteventakinghispillsanymore,

howlongwillitbeuntilhestartsseeingthingsat

work?Duringsurgery?He'llkillpeopleItellyou"

Bongani:"I'lltrytalkingtohimaswell"

Ilookathim



Me:"hewon'tlistentoyou,maybetheoldhardcore

youwould'vebeenabletogetthroughhim,butthis

newsoftyou,Idoubtit"

Bongani:"wellit'sworththetry"

Mydadwalksin

Dad:"thisboyisreallysomethingelse,whathurts

meisthathe'sareallygoodkid,hedoesn'tdeserve

allthis"

MyheartclenchesinpainasIthinkhowstrongand

goodheartedmysonusedtobe,helovedhisfamily

morethananything,hehassomuchrespectforhis

parents,especiallyme.Eventhoughhehadit

difficultgrowingupbecauseofhismessedup

relationshipwithhisfather,hehadtogrowupfast

toprotecthisbrotherfromhisabusivefather,he

tookalmosteverybeatingsforhim,onlyifthey

werefromhisfathercauseheknewhisfatherhad

nomercywhenbeatingthemup,inBongani'seyes

Noahwastherebelliousonecausehetookthe

blameforeverythingandLowellwasthegoodboy,

whomhedideverythingwith,wetheritwasfishing



orwatchingthegameLowellwastheonlyone

invited,heeventaughthimaboutthecompanyat

anearlyageandLowellshowedinterestinitwhile

Noahwantedtobeasuperherowhichmadehima

joketohisfather.ButIknewthis,that'swhywhen

heleavesI'dgiveLowellhishidingaswell,although

minewerenotasharshashisfather's,Noahwas

alwaysoverprotectiveevenofme,he'dgetbeaten

fortryingtoprotectme,Idon'thavefavoriteswhen

itcomestomykids,butwitheverythingthatwas

goingonIhadtoloveNoahhardersothathe

doesn'thurtmuch.IfitwereeasyIwould'velong

leftwithmybabiesforthemtonotgothroughall

this,butIcouldn't,myloveforhimmademestupid

andweak,Ifailedasawomanandasamotherto

mykids,butIdidmakesuretheygotoboarding

schoolswheneachreachedacertainageinhigh

school,Ithenmadesuretheydotheirtertiary

studiesoverseasandthankGodIhadsmartkids

whichmadeiteasy.WhenNoahwasinmedical

school,that'swhenthecrazybehaviorstarted,he

startedbeingveryrebelliousandhadan

uncontrollableanger,whichhealreadyhadfroman



earlyagebutitwasmanageable,Iblamedthat

Vanessagirl,shecompletelychangedhim,it'slikeI

didn'tknowwhohewaswhenhe'dcomeback

hometovisit,thenheintroducedustothisVanessa

girl,wedidn'tlikeherfromgetgo,shewas

controlling,manipulativeandverytoxicbutNoah

didn'tseethatnomatterhowmuchItriedtowarn

him,theclubideacamefromher,shewantedhim

todropoutofmedicalschoolsothattheyrunthe

club,that'swhenIputmyfootdownandstopped

thatrelationship,eventhoughtheysaweachother

insecretbuthecontinuedwithschool,Iknewthat

womanusedtoabusehim,he'dcomehomewith

scratchesandscares,onhisfaceandhisbody,one

daytheirfightsgotoutofhandandshemademy

babyamurderer,acrazyoneatthat,sincethenhe's

beenlikethisandIdon'tknowhowtofixhim

Me:"hedoesn'tdeserveitatall"

Acallcomesthroughdistractingusfromour

thoughts

Ipickitup



Me:"Hello?"

"(Crying)Heymom"

Me:"what'swrongmybabyareyoucrying?"

Bongani:"whoisit?"

Me(whispers):"Lowell"

"Mah,somethingterriblehappened"

Me:"whathappened?Areyouokay?Whohurtyou?"

"Mommapleaseforgiveme,please"

Me:"TalkLowell!!Whathappened!?"

"It'sNoahmah,hegotshot,he'sinthehospital"

Myworldcomestoastandstillasthephoneslips

outofmyhand,Ifeelmylegsgettingweakand

losingair

Everythingshutsdown

(Faintvoice):"babe?Areyouokay?What'swrong

withher?

"Idon'tknow,nganeyam?Uright?"

(Mychild,areyoualright?)



Ifeelhardslapsonmyfacewhichbringmebackto

reality

Me:"Noah!!Weneedtogettothehospital,quick!"

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

It'snowgettinglateandthey'vebeenbusywith

Noahalmostthewholeday

there'sstillnothing,he'sgoingthroughsurgery,and

I'mstartingtogetveryworried,theguiltiseating

meupbitbybit.

AfterawhileIseemyparentsincludinggrandad

makingtheirwaytowardsus

Imeetthemhalfwayasmomwelcomesmewith



openarmsIrestinherembraceassheholdsme

tightly,Iholdherbackjustastight

IburstintotearsasIfeelfearoverwhelmme

Me(crying):"I'msososorrymah"

Mom:"whathappened?"

Me:"hegotshot"

Sheletsgoofme

Mom:"bywhom?Werey'allunderattack?Itoldyou

thatclubisnogood,thekindofpeoplewhogoto

thatplace...ohmybaby...isheokay,didthedoctors

sayanything?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"nothingyet"

Weheadtothewaitingroom

Icouldn'tbringmyselftotellthemIshothim

withoutknowingifhe'sokayfirst.

Whatiftheysendmetojail,IwarnedLulamatonot

sayanythingaswell,Ihadtothreatenher.Ifmy

brotherdiesI'llneverforgivemyself,forkillinghim



overagirl,Ibrokethebrosbeforehoesrule,all

becauseIfellinlove,toagirlIwasn'tevenhonest

with,IshothimyetIdidmuchworse.

Myphonevibrates

It'sacallfromAmahle

Me:"hey,Ican'ttalkrightnow"

"MyheartLowell!!"

Me:"we'lltalkwhenIgetthere"

"Ican'tbreathproperly,Ineedtogettothehospital,

Myheartisfailingme,Ithinkit'sbroken"

Me:"I'llcalltheambulancetocomefetchyoujust

now,pleasehangonthere"

"(Crying)it'spainful!It'ssosopainful"

Me:"I'mcallingDerek,he'llgettherefasterthanme"

"Please,don'tdieLowell,myheartcan'ttakeit,

pleasedon'tdie"

Me:"Iwon'tdieMahle,letmecallDerek"

"Okay,Iloveyousomuch,IprayedtoGodtosave



you"

Me:"Iloveyoumore,Derekisontheway,hangin

there"

Idropthecall,shedoesn'tsoundwellatall,she

soundslikeshe'sabouttolosebreath

IcallDerek

"Boss"

Me:"Hurry!GofetchAmahleattheguestlodgein

BraamI'llsendyoulocation,pleasehurry,sheneed

tobeinhospitalASAP!She'snotokay"

"I'monthewayboss,andI'minBraamanyway"

Me:"sharp"

Ihangupandsendforwardhimthelocation

Amahlesenttome.

FuckIcan'tlosetwopeopleatonce

Thishasgottobeanightmare,someonehasto

wakemeupbeforeitgetsanyworse

Afterhoursthedoctorfinallycomestowardsus

withafacethatdoesn'tlooktoopromising



Weallstandupashecomestowardsus

Mom:"doctor!Talk!How'smyson?"

Helooksatusallwithgloomyeyes

Dr:"I'msosorry.....

Me:"Nono,don'tsaythat,don'tsayyousorry,

please...

Dr:"doctorNhlabathididn'tmakeit"

Aloudscreamcomesfrommomasshedropson

herkneescrying,mywholebodystartsshaking

Lulama(crying):"No..noyoucan'tbeserious,please,

pleasegobackandsave

him....(crying)...pleeeeaaase...!!

Dr:"wetriedeverything,I'msorry"

Istaggerbackfallingbackonmybuttonthechair

Me(whispers):"whathaveIdone..."

.

.

.



*******

""IfIcouldfindthewords,ifIcouldshaketheworld,

ifIcouldturnbacktime,wouldyoustillbethere?"

(Author)

********

.

Grouplinkposted
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Weallfinallygotthestrengthtogoseehimforthe

lasttime,Icouldn'tdoit,Ijustcouldn'tgofacehim

knowingthatI'mtheonethatlandedhimthere.

Ifeellikeeveryonecanseerightthroughme,like

theyallknowthatIdidit,howamIevengoingto

startexplainingtomyfamilywhathappenedto

momespecially,she'sthemostshattered.

IburymyfaceinmyhandsasIsitbythechairsin

thewaitingroom.

"Honey"

Ilookupather,Ilookbackdown,Ican'tevenface

herrightnow

Shesitsnexttomeandpullsmeintoherembrace

Mom:"honey,youhavetogoseeyourbrother,for

thelasttimebeforeweburyhim"

Shebreaksdowncrying

Mom:"Ican'tbelievehe'sreallygone,he'snot



breathing,IwishIcouldblowairinhismouthand

givehimmylife,I'vealreadylivedmyshareoflife,

hewasstillsoyoung"

Iholdhertighter

Me:"I'msorrymomma"

Mom:"it'snotyourfaultbaby..hai..

ShecriesevenmoreinmyarmsasIcryinhersI

feelhandsrubbingmyback

Grandad:"Kuzolungamzukulunalokhukuzodlula

nalokhu,awkodwangomzukuluwam

ebasemncanekakhulu,abaphansibebemflathele

impela,niyasibonakemanjeisidingosokwenza

izintozesiko?"

(Itwillbeokaygrandson,thistooshallpass,ohmy

poorgrandson,hewasstillveryyoung,the

ancestorsreallyhadtheirbacksonhim,Ihopenow

youallcanseethereasonwhyculturalritualsare

soimportant)

IlookatDadwhoseemslikehehascompletely

zonedoutwithnoemotionsinhimwhatsoever



MyeyeslandonLulamaandshe'sthrowing

daggersatme,Iknowshefeelslikekillingmeright

now

Grandad:"masambenisiyeniendlini,sizoxoxa

ngentoeyaphambili"

(Let'sgohome,sowecandiscussawayforward)

WeallgetupandheadoutbutIpullLulamabehind

astheyheadtotheircarsanddriveoff,westanda

bitfarfromtheentrance

Me:"please,don'tsayanything,I'mbeggingyou"

Lulama:"howdoyouexpectmetonotsayanything?

Youkilledmyhusband,he'snotherebecauseof

you,youtookhislife...(cries)...andforwhat?Agirl?"

SheattemptstowalkbutIpullherintomechest

andholdherasshecriesonme

Me:"I'msorry,I'msosorry,IregretwhatIdid,I'll

alwaysregretit"

Imovehertolookatme

Me:"promisemeyouwon'tsayanything,Noahisno

morenow,thatbabyyoucarryingneedsafather,



please,Ican'tgotojail"

Shewipeshertearslookingatmewithasadface

Lulama:"Iwon'ttell,Ipromise"

Ihugheragain

Me:"thankyou"

Ilookintohereyesforawhile

Me:"Ipromise,I'lltakecareofyouandthebaby,

anythingyouneed,I'mhere"

Shenods,oureyeslockforawhileasherfacegets

closer,ImovemyfacecloserandIgiveheraquick

peck,bythelookonherfacethat'snotwhatshe

wasexpecting,butIreallydon'thavetimeforthis

"Lulonke?"

IpushherawayasIlooktomysideandnotice

Amahlestandingbythestairsoftheentrance

lookingatmewithtremblinglipsandashivering

body.Derekstandingbesideher,supportingher

weakbody.

Me:"Amahle,hey"



Sheslowlyshakesherheadindisappointmentas

shecontinuestomakeherwayinside

Me:"waitformeinthecar"

Shewalksaway

IrunafterAmahleinsidethehospital

Me:"Amahle!Wait!"

Shetalkstothedoctorandthedoctorleadsherto

heroffice.

IstandnexttoDerek

Me:"howisshe?"

Derek:"she'snotokayatall,shecan'tbreath

properly,andshe'sweakasever,nonstopsweating,

shekeptcryingaboutherpainfulheart,sheisina

lotofpain"

Me:"shit,what'shappeningtoday,Ilostmybrother

nowthis"

Derek(shocked):"heh?Nhlabathiufile?"

(Nhlabathiisdead?)



Inod

Derek:"kanjani?bengikhulumanayemosnamhlanje

ekseni?"

(How?Iwastalkingtohimjustthismorning)

Me:"hewasshot"

Derek:"eh?Ngubani?"

(Bywhom?)

Me:"Igottohishouseandfoundhimdead,shoton

theground,I'mnotsurewhowouldwanttokillmy

brother"

Derek:"Idon'tbelieveit"

Ilookathim

Me:"youdon'tbelieveme?"

Derek:"noImeanIdon'tbelievehewasshotand

he'sreallydead,it'shardtobelievecauseIwas

talkingtohiminthemorning"

Me:"yeahIknowit'sshocking,butmybrotherdid

haveenemies,he'sfuckedupalotofpeopleinthe

longrun"



Derek:"Iguessso,eish,letmego,you'lltake

Amahle?"

Me:"yeahsure,I'llcomebackforher"

Derek:"okay,hardeNhlabathiomncane,mayhis

soulrestinpeace,he'llforeverbeinourhearts"

Me:"yeah,thanksman"

Sheholdsmyshoulderandnods,hetakesoffhis

hatplacingitagainsthischest,facesdownand

closeshiseyesforawhile,beforewalkingaway.

Iruntothecar,Igetinanddriveoff

Lulama:"sowhatnow?"

Iglanceather

Me:"about?"

Lulama:"everything"

Me:"it'sstilltoosoontotalkabouteverything,letme

mournmybrotherfirst"

Sheremainsquiet,Idropheroffatmyparents

housethendrivebacktothehospital.



.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Doctor:"thisisthemedicationIneedyoutotake"

Me:"okaydoc"

Doctor:"itwillcalmyourheartandmakeyoufeel

better"

Me:"okay"

Shesmilesatme

Me:"okayllletmmegetgoing"

Igetupandheadout,IthoughtI'dbetreatedby

Noah,butitlookslikehe'snotworkingtoday



IpassLowellbythewaitingroom

Hefollowsme

"Amahlewait"

Istop

Lulo:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"whwhere'sDerek?"

Lulo:"Isenthimoff,I'mherenow,areyouokay?"

HepullsmetohughimbutIpushhimaway

Me:"Ijjjustwwwanttogethome"

Lulo:"okay,let'sgo"

Weheadtothecaranddriveoffinsilence

Me:"yyoukissedher"

Helooksatmethenbackattheroad

Lulo:"babe,it'sreallynotwhatitlookedlike,shewas

sad....

Me:"sad?Sothththatmmeantkissher?"

Lulo:"I'msorryifyousawitinthatway,butitwas



anhonestpeck,Ipromise"

Me:"honest?"

Lulo(sighs):"somethingbadhashappened"

Me:"Idon'tcare,youkissedher,itwasnothonest,I

sawthewayyoulookedather"

Lulo:"mybrotherpassedaway"

Mybreathsucksinanddecidetonotcomeback

outasIstareathim,hopingandprayingthatIdidn't

hearhimcorrectly

Lulo:"Noah,passedawaythisevening"

Tearsimmediatelyleavemyeyeswithease

Me(whispers):"No"

Lulo(tearfully):"it'strue...he'sgone"

IshakemyheadasIautomaticallyburstintoacry

failingtoholdmyselfback

Thepaininmyheartstartsagain,evenmorepainful

thistimelikesomeoneischoppingitintopieces

Me:"Nonono...aahhhhhh....



Iletoutaloadscreamasthepaingetsevenworse

Lulo:"babe?That'sit,I'mtakingyoubacktothe

hospital"

HemakesaUturn.Ifeelmyairwayclosinginonme

asIslowlylosebreath,it'ssopainfulasifI'mbeing

strangledandeverythingbecomesdark

.

.

.

.

Thandile

.

.

.

Islowlymakemywayinsidethehousecarefulnot

towakeanyoneup

Iclosethedoorandlockit,Istumbleoveratoyand

fall



Ilaughatmyclumsiness

"Sothisiswhatyou'vebecomenow?Adrunkard?"

Heswitchesonthelight

Me:"baby,youup!"

Istumbletowardshimandattempttogivehima

hug,buthepushesmeaway

Menzi:"ngezinyangaezimbalwanjeegolisowunje?"

(JustafewmonthsinJoburgandyou'veturnedinto

this?)

Me:"ssshhhhMenzi,ngiyaxolisasthandwasam,

celaungixolele"

(I'msorrymylove,pleaseforgiveme)

Menzi:"ifyoucontinuelikethis,yougoingtohaveto

packyourbagsuhambeuyohlalanabangane

uphindeushadeabanganibakho"

(Youcangoliveandgetmarriedtoyourfriends)

Me:"nonono,baby,it'snotlikethat"

Menzi:"Iwantyououtofmyhousetomorrow,when



Igetbackfromwork,Idon'twanttofindyouhear"

Ilookathimupanddownandfoldmyarms

Me:"psshhhIdon'tcare,Idon'tneedyouanyway,I

foundaman,who'sricherthanyou,andhedrivesa

MercedesBenz"

Menzi:"wow,soyouactingthiscrazybecauseofa

MercedesBenz?Yougoingtoleaveamanthat

actuallycaresforyouforaMercedes?Didyou

forgetthewholepointofcomingtoJoburg?Finding

yoursister?Didyouforget?"

Hewalksaway

Menzi:"IseeI'mbeingwaytoonice,packyour

thingsrightnowandgotoyourrichboyfriend"

Ifollowhimtotheroomashethrowsmyclothes

outtheclosetandmysuitcaseonthefloor

Me:"mxm,whatever,ngizohambavele,iphiingane

yam?"

(I'llleaveanyway,where'smybaby?)

Menzi:"awuyisindawoinganeyam,angekenje

ngivumeihambelobufebebakho"



(Younottakingmychildanywhere,I'llnotletyou

takehimwhoringwithyou)

Me:"mxm,salanayeke,kudalangangilindanenawe

kodwaawuyindawo,uhlelinjeendawenieyodwa,

amanyeamadodaayaphumelelalangaphandle

kodwaleeyami,inefaelimnyamanje,ngikhathele

minauwena!"

(Staylikethat,I'vebeenwaitingforyouwaytoo

longbutyouarejuststuckinonephase,othermen

arebecomingsuccessfulandrichoutthere,except

formine,youhavebadluckandI'msickandtiredof

you!)

Menzi:"urightunjalo,hambaungaphindeulibeke!"

(Youareright,goawayandnevereversetfoothere)

Me:"youmeanhere?(Laughing)wuuushaamme

whywouldIleaveamansionandcomehere?Oh

niggarplease"

HelooksatmeandbrusheshisfacecoveringitasI

packmybags,Itakeoutmyiphoneandcallmy

babe



"Baby?"

Me:"babepleaseturnthecararound,

nakungixoshwalayikhaya"

(I'mbeingchasedout)

"Eish,manjebabe?"

(Nowbabe?)

Me:"yesnow,Ihavenowheretogo,andremember

we'vebeenplanningonmovingintogetherfora

whilenow"

"Yes,okayI'llbethereinafewminutesbabe,I

wasn'tthatfaranyway"

Me:"okaybaby,I'llseeyounow,I'mpacking"

"Nono,don'tdothat,I'llbuyyoueverythingyou

need,justcomeasyouaremyqueen"

Me:"ngempela!?"

(Forreal?)

"Yes,astheysay,anotherman'strashisanother

man'streasure,youaremytreasurebabe,andyou

deservealifeofaqueen"



Me:"Yesssokay,I'llwait"

IhangupandlookatMenzi

Me(smirks):"hmm,youcankeepthesewornout

clothes,andgivethemtocharityorburnthemI

don'tcare,I'mabouttogolivethelifeyoucould

nevergivetome,thelifeofarealqueen"

Helooksatmewithtearyeyes

Menzi:"pleasedon'tdothisThandile,Iloveyouso

much,Ididn'tmeantochaseyouout,Iwasjust

scaringyou,youdon'tknowhowmuchyoumeanto

me"

Me:"IdoknowhowmuchImean,Imeannothing,

causeyouhavenothingtogiveme,tosomeone

elseImeantreasureandhe'lltreatmelikeone"

Menzi:"whatdoyoumeanIhavenothingtogive?

Thandile?Youforgetwhereyoucomefrom?How

pooryouwere?YouforgotallthethingsI'vedone

foryou?Whataboutschool?Yousupposedtostart

nextyearyou'vealreadybeenaccepted,youjust

goingtothrowyourfutureawayandabandonyour

child?"



Me:"myfutureisbrighterwithoutschool,mychild

canvisitmeanytimehewants,stopbeingbitter

causeyoucouldn'tkeepme"

Menzi:"thisisJoburgThandile,it'saverydeceitful

city,andyougettingfooledwaytooeasily"

MyphoneringsandIpickitup

"I'moutsidebabe"

Me:"okayI'llberightthere"

Ihangup

Menzi:"howlonghaveyouknownthisguy?Amonth?

Andyoualreadyleavingwithhim?"

Me:"yes,don'tevercallme,ortalktome,whenwe

bumpintoeachotheranywhere,Idon'tknowyou,

youdon'tknowme"

Menzi(tearfully):"don'tdothistous"

Me:"bye"

Iwalkaway

Menzi:"onceyougetoutthatdoorThandile,you

can'tevercomeback,thinkcarefullyaboutwhat



youabouttodo"

Me:"I'vethoughtaboutit,bye!"

Igetoutandmakemywaytowardsthecar,wekiss

andhedrivesaway

Thisisthestartofmynewperfectfilthyrichlife

.

.

.

******

"Moneydoesnotchangepeople,itunmasks

them"(unknown)

*******
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I'mpacingupanddownwaitingforthedoctortotell

mewhatwrongwithAmahle,I'veneverseenher

thissick,ImeanI'veseenherinpainbeforebutthis

isworse.

Thedoctorcomesout

Doctor:"youcancomeinandseeher"

Imakemywaytoherward

She'ssleepingpeacefully,myheartskipsabeat

fearfully

Me:"isshealive?"



Doctor:"she'sfine,she'sjustsleeping,she'llwake

upanyminute"

Iholdmychestandbreathout

Me:"okay"

Shewalksout,Itakeachairanddragittowardsher

bedasIsitbesideher

Itakeherhandintomine

Me:"Amahle?"

"Mmh?"

Ilookatherfaceassheslowlyopenshereyes

Me:"babe,howareyoufeeling"

Shepicksherheadupabit

Amahle:"iiisittrue?"

Me:"what?"

Amahle:"Noahisdead?"

Inod,shelaysherheadbackdown

Me:"hewasshotthismorning"



Amahle:"No,he'snotdead,hecan'tbe"

IfeelmyheartacheasInoticethedismayandhurt

onherface,it'slikeit'sherbrotherthatjustpassed

away

Me:"heisbabe,wesawhisdeadbodyearlier,he's

gone"

Amahle:"cccanIseehim?"

Me:"Ithinktheyalreadysenthisbodytothefridge"

Amahle:"please,pleasecanIseehim,onelasttime"

Idon'tknowwhethertofeelangryorsadthatthisis

literallybreakingher

Me:"okay"

Igetupandhelpherup,Isupportherbyholdingher

aroundthewaistasweheadtoadoctor

Me:"heydoc,mysisterandIwouldliketoseeour

brother,shejustnowarrivedanddidn'tgetthe

chancetoseehim

Doctor:"ohMrNhlabathi,I'mafraidthebodyis

alreadyatthemorgue,nooneisallowedthereI'm



sorry"

Amahle:"pleasedoctor"

Doctor:"I'msorryIcan'thelp"

Me:"sorrybabe,butyouheardthedoctor"

Shenodssadly

Me:"thankyouDoc"

Wewalkouttothecar

Me:"babe"

Amahle:"hmm?"

Me:"Ican'ttakeyoutoBraam,it'stoofar,Ineedto

behome,momisalreadyaskingwhereIam,sowe

willsleepoveratmyparentshouse"

Amahle:"okay"

ShelooksstraightattheroadwithnoemotionsasI

driveoffhome

Wegettothehouse,aftergettingoffIgoaroundto

openthedoorforher

She'ssozonedoutshedoesn'tevennoticedI



openedthedoor

Me:"Amahle!?"

Shestartlesandlooksupatme

Amahle:"huh?"

Me:"comelet'sgoinside"

Shegetsoffthecarandwewalkinsidethehouse

Wegetthereandthefamilyissittingbythelounge

withonlycandlesonsinging

gospelmusic.TheMthembufamilyisalsohere,my

mom,dad,lulamaandgrandadhaveblankets

aroundthem,momandlulamaarewearingdoeks

ontheirheads.Itsmellsliketheyburningincense

aswell.

Withoutdisturbinganyonewetakeourseatonthe

leftspaceonthefloor

IwaveattheMthembu'swhenInoticeMam

MthembuhasashockedfacelookingatAmahle

MrsMthembu:"Amahle!?"

Itgoesquietaseveryonestopssinging



lookingather

Amahlelooksatherthenlooksatme

andshrugs,IalsoshrugcauseIdon'tknowwhat's

goingon

MrsMthembu:"Amahle,isthatyoubaby?"

Shefrownsconfusedandpointsatherselfnotsure

ifthiswomanwastalkingtoher

MrsMthembu:"yourfatherisBhekumuziMbokazi?

YouliveinZululandkwaNongoma?Youhavetwin

sistersaswell"

Amahle:"howdoyouknowme?"

MrsMthembu:"I'myourmother"

Everyonelooksathershockedbytherevealshe

justmade,eventhehusbandisshocked

.

.

.

.



Thandile

.

.

.

Wegettohisplaceandit'samansionindeed

Me:"wowbabe,youhaveanicebighouse"

Him:"whatdidyouexpectbabe?YouthoughtIwas

foolingyou?Never"

Hepullsmeinforakiss

Weheadinside.

Me:"canIlookaround?"

Him:"ofcause"

Iwalkaroundlookingandadmiringeverything,it

feelslikeI'minamovieoraTVshowthishouseis

toobeautifultobereal

Me:"it'ssobeautifulbaby,howcomeyousoyoung

yetsosuccessful?"

Him:"Icomefromawealthyfamilylove,thisismy



inheritance,myparentsdiedwhenIwasayoung

boy,IwastheonlychildandIgoteverything"

Me:"woooowwwyohhhandyoulivealoneinthisbig

house?"

Him:"yeap,butnotanymore"

Hepullsmeclosertohimandwekissagain,the

kissgetsheatedashishandsrunallovermybody

Ipulloutofthekiss

Me:"wait!Iwanttogoseeupstairs"

Him:"No,youarenotallowedupstairs"

Me:"whynot?"

Him:"justnevergoupstairsokay,onlywhenyougo

withmeyoucanbutnotalone"

Me:"youscaringme,kukhonanikantiupstairs?"

(What'supstairs?)

Him:"you'llfindoutsoonjustnevergowithoutme

justyet"

Me:"okaybabe"



Hepicksmeupandheadstothebedroomalong

thepassages

Hethrowsmeonthebedandwetakeoffeach

other'sclothes

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

.

"Thulile!"

IrollmyeyesasItakethebowlofsoupIjustmade

forhim

Me:"Ngiyeza!"

Iwalkupstairstogogiveittohim

Helookssoweak,hiseyesdarkandhooded,he

keepswipinghissweat



Me:"mithatha"

(Here,take)

Igivehimthebowl,healmostdropsitcausehis

handsaresoweak

Me:"Ulingeuchitheuzongibonakahle!"

(Youdarespill,you'llknowmewell)

Muzi:"ngiyaxolisa"

(I'msorry)

Ismirk,Ijustlovehowthetableshavefinallyturned,

he'sgettingweakerandweakerwitheachday,the

muthiisworking,it'sworkingverywell

Muzi:"celaungifunze"

Me:"mxm"

Itakehisbowlsittingonthebedandfeedhim

Me:"open"

Heopensabit,Ishoveinthespoonroughlyhurting

hismouthsoresonpurpose

Hegroansinpain



Muzi:"celautsheleumamaukuthikumelengibuyele

khaya,khonabazonginakekela"

(PleasetellmymotherthatIhavetocomeback

homesothatthey'lltakecareofme)

Me(frownsangrily):"Ayibo!?Kantiubaniumfazi

wakho?Ubaniekumeleakunakekele?Akumina

yini?"

(Who'syourwife?Whoshouldtakecareofyou?Isit

notme?)

Muzi:"yebokodwa....

Me:"Cha!Ufunakuthiwengiyisihlulekisomfazi?"

(No,youwantthemtosayI'mafailureofawife?)

Hesighsdreadfullyandremainsquiet

Itakeaspoonfulofsoupandshoveitinhisclosed

mouth

Me:"openmarn!"

Heopensasheswallowswhilegroaninginpain,

tearsstartfallingfromhiseyes

Me:"ungakulingeucabangeukuthiuzongitefela



mina,uyindodaendalakangakaweeeengizoyithini

nje!?"

(Don'tyoudarethinkyougoingtocryonme,sucha

grownassman,howthehellwillIhandlethat!?)

Heburstsintotears,irritatingmeevenmore,Ithrow

thehotsouponhisfaceandhegroansloudlywhile

wipinghisfaceandcrying

Me:"Nxa!Sizobonaukuthiuzodlaniwenaslima!"

(We'llseewhatyouwilleat,youidiot!)

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Me:"what?"

Woman:"it'strue,I'myourmother"



Man:"ini!?Uthini?"

(What!?Whatdidyousay?)

Woman:"itwaseighteenyearsago,wellit'sgoingto

benineteennow,Igavebirthtotwins,Itoldthe

nursestogiveonetoyourfather,whileIwasleft

withtheotherone,nooneknewIhadtwinbabies

exceptthedoctorandnurseswhohelpedmegive

birth,IthoughtI'dkeepitasecretuntilthegrave,

butIguessGodwon'tallowme"

Man:"youhadanaffair?"

Woman:"ohpleaseMandla,youwerealsocheating

soplease"

MrsNhlabathi:"thisisnotthetime,canwerespect

mysonplease,justforoncecanwehavepeace"

IlookatLulamaanditallmakessense,there'sno

waysomeonewouldlooklikemesomuchandnot

berelated

I'mconfused,andhavingmixedemotions

everythingishappeningsofastIdon'tknowwhatto

feelandwhattoreactto



Me:"yyyourreallymymother?"

Woman(tearfully):"yesbaby,andafterthisI'llgive

youmynumber,youcanaskmeanythingyouwant

toask,Iknowyouprobablymustbeangryatmefor

lettinganotherwomanraiseyou,butitwasa

decisionbetweenyourfatherandI,causewe

couldn'traiseyoutogether"

Themangetsupandleaves

Ibelieveher,whenshesaysshe'smymotherI

actuallybelieveher,Ishould'veknownthatevil

womanwhoraisedmewasnotmymother,I

should'vefeltit,butIwasjustsodesperateforher

loveIwasblindedtonotice

Woman:"here,thesearemycontactdetails,callme"

Shestandsup

Woman:"I'msosorryforthelackofrespectforyour

son,ifanythingatall,Irespectyousomuch,butI

willhavetoexcusemyself,uqinesisi,nomndeni

wakho,niqine,amazwienduduzokunina

boNhlabathi"



(Bestrongsis,yourfamilytobestrong,my

condolences)

Shelookatmeandsmilessadlythenwalksaway

Ican'tbelievethis,Ijustmetmymother,wasthis

partofGod'splan?IsthiswhatIhadtogothrough

tofindthetruth?Pain?PainiswhereIcomefrom,

painiswhereI'mat,it'showI'mfeelingrightnow,

where'smyhappinessnowGod?I'vefinallyfound

mymother,shouldn'tIbehappynow?Happiness?

Whereareyou?Whyareyouhidingfromme,it's

enoughnow,please,Iwanttofeelyou,evenifit's

justonce....Please

IbreakdownintotearsandLowellpullsmeintohis

embrace.Icryinhischest,Ican'tstopmyself,I

can'tholdthemback,I'veneverfeltsomuchheart

acheinmylife,evenphysicalpainisbetter,Imiss

physicalpain.Imissitsomuch.

WhenwillIbehappy?When?Istheresuchthing?Or

peoplejustmadeituplikefairytales

.

.



.

******

"Tearsarewordstoopainfulforabrokenheart"

(unknown)

********

Tobecontinued.

.

.
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shesponsoredtwoinserts Godblessher

GoodnightmypeopleI'llseeyoulatertoday
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Iwokeupthenextmorningwithapounding

headacheandsoreeyes

IkindaforgothowitfeltliketocryasmuchasIdid

lastnight.

IlookatLowellwhoissleepingwithhisonearm

aroundme,Ican'thelpbutfeelastingofguiltfor

cryingforhisbrother'sdeaththewayIdidinfront

ofhim,Iwasatleastsupposedtoholdbackthe

tearsandthepainuntilIwasalone,butIcouldn't.

Andaftereverythingthat'shappenedbetweenwith

himfindingoutaboutNoahandIitmust'vehurthim

thathisdeathmademelikethis.Ihateit,whydoes

ithavetohurtmethismuch?It'ssadthathisdead

butLowelltheoneIloveisstillhere.



Myphonevibratesonthesidetable,Ipickitupand

it'sanunsavednumber

Me:"hi?"

"Amahle,hey,it'smeLuca"

Me:"Luca!HeyI'vebbbeenttryingtogetaholdof

you"

"Iknowmetoo,areyouattendingtoday?Ineedus

totalk"

Me:"yeahsure,Iwillattend,eeeventhoughthere's

sommmuchgoingon,Idddon'tknowifI'llbeable

toconcentrate"

"Areyouokay?What'sgoingon,yousounddown?"

Me(sighs):"I'lltellyouwhenIseeyou"

"Okay,IhopeyoureadyforwhatI'mgoingtotell

you,itimpactsyourwholelifesomuch"

Me:"nnnowyyouscaringme"

"Don'tbescared,I'llseeyoulater"

Me:"okay,bye"



"Bye"

Ihangupandcarefullygetoutofbedtonotwake

Lowellup

Iheadtothebathroom,Iopenthedrawsbythesink

andIfindabunchofcleanunusedtowels.Itake

oneandrunwaterinthetubthentakeanicelong

bathwithallthenicelyscentedsalts.

Ifindmyselfhavingflashbacks

*****

Me:"Sorrytokeepyouwaiting"

Hiseyesexploreallovermybody

Me:"Lwandle!"

Helooksatmeintheeyes

Noah(smiles):"youaresofuckingsexy"

Ishyawayfromhiseyesandlaugh

Noah:"I'mserious,youlooklikeaqueen,agoddess,

yougorgeous"

Iblushsmilingathim,hestaresatmeasthough



he'sadmiring

Me:"ththankyouforthisdress,andtheshoes,and

thejewelry,Ilovethem"

Noah:"didyouseehowbeautifulyouarethough?"

Amahle:"youexaggerating"

Noah:"I'mnot,I'mhappyIdidn'twastemymoney"

Igiggled,hegavemehisfullfacesmileshowingoff

hisdimples

Me:"shallwe?"

Istretchedmyhandtohim

Noah:"weshall"

*******

Differentscenesrunthroughmymindallatonce,

fromourlatenightsurgeriesatthehospital,our

gossipinhisofficewhenhewassupposedtobe

helpingmewithschoolwork,butwebothcould

neverconcentrate,thelovemakingincapetown,

whenhedidforeignthingstomeandtaughtme

nastyyetpleasurabledesires.



"Babe"

Isnapoutofmythoughts,wipingmytearsasIlook

upathim

Me:"baby?"

Lulo:"yougoingtocampus?"

Me:"yeah"

Lulo:"areyousureyoudon'twanttorelax?Take

timeouttoprocesseverything"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,iiifIIdothat,I'llthinktoomuch,thenI

mightendupgoingcrazy,Inneedschool,to

distractmymind"

Lulo:"Igetyou,howareyoufeelingthough?"

Igetuponmyfeetandwipemybody

Me:"Idon'tknow,I'mfine,justaminorheadache"

Lulo:"letmegetyoupills"

Hewalksoutthencomesbackquicklyandgives

meapeckonthelipsbeforeheadingoutagain.Ilet



outasilentbreathingoutlaughasIgetoutofthe

tubandwalkbacktothebedroomwhereIlotion

andgetmyselfready

I'llrepeatthesameoutfitIwaswearingsinceI

didn'tbringanythingtochange.

Lulo:"thereyougo"

Hegivesmeaglassofwaterandabottleofpills,I

readthemandtheyarepainrelievers

Itaketwoanddrinkup

Ilookathimandhe'sstaringatmynakedlegs

Me:"what?"

Lulo:"I'mwonderingwhyareyounotdressed?Are

youtryingtoseduceme?"

Ismileandrollmyeyes

Me:"Iwwashedmypanty,cccanyouborrowmeone

ofyourbriefsortrunks"

Hegetsuptofetchtheminhiscloset

evenhisroominhisparentshouseis



bigandbeautiful,nodifferencefromhishouseand

hehasalotofthingshereasthoughhestayshere

fulltime

Heholdsupthebriefsandtrunks

Lulo:"whichonesdoyouwant?"

Me:"thetrunksaregood"

Hethrowsthebriefsonthebedand

handsmethetrunk,Iputthemon

Lulo:"theylookbetteronyou"

Me(smiling):"yeahright"

Lulo:"I'mserious"

Hewalkscloserandwrapshisarmsaroundmy

waistthenpecksmylips

multipletimes

Ipushhimaway

Me:'imgoingtobelate,pppleasegetdressedso

youcantakemetocampus"

Lulo:"okay,justonemorekiss"



Wekissbuthedeepensitthistime

Ipulloutleavinghimbreathless

Wegetreadyandhedrivesmetocampus

Ilookathimashe'scarefullylookingattheroad,

he'snotokayatall,he'stryingtoactstrongbutI

canseethehurtrightthroughhim

Me:"itwasn'tyourfault"

Heglancesatmeasifhejustsnappedoutofhis

thoughts

Lulo:"babe?"

Me:"Iknowithurtsbutstopblamingyourself"

Lulo:"IjustfeelsobadMahle,beforehedied,we

hadafight,abigone(breakingvoice)Ijustwishhe

didn'thavetodie"

Me:"iitsmyfaultyyyouhhadthatfightinthefirst

place,Igotbetweenbrothersmakingthemenemies,

I'mthereasonyoufeellikethis"

Heshakeshisheadandtakesmyhand

Lulo:"Idon'teverwanttohearyousaythat,youhear



me?Itwasneveryourfault,nothingwasyourfault,

please,don'tinvestthatinyourheart"

Iremainquiet

Me:"ccanIaskyousomething?"

Lulo:"yeah"

Me:"doyouthinkhe'sreallygone?"

Lulo:"whatkindofquestionisthatbabe?Wesaw

hisbody,he'sdead"

Me:"okay"

Mymindjustdoesn'twanttoacceptthathe'sreally

gone,Ifindmyselfkeeplookingforwardtoseeing

himatthehospitalafterclasses.

.

.

.

.

Thandile

.



.

.

"Riseandshinesunshine!"

Iopenmyeyesandlookathimashe

bringsmebreakfastinbed

Me:"aaww,goodmorningbabe"

Him:"Iknowyoumustbetiredfromlastnight,soI

madeyoubreakfastinbed"

Me:"yousosweet"

Hegivesmethetraythenpecksmylips

Him:"youarethesweetone"

Hedisappearstothebathroom

asIenjoythefood

AfterawhileIwasdoneeatingandwenttoputthe

thingsbackinthekitchen

I'mabsolutelyinlovewiththishouse

thekitcheniseverything,itmakesyouwishyou

wereachefjusttospendmoretimeinit.



Iwashmydishes

"Youdon'thavetodothatmylove"

Ilookathimandhe'sdressedsosmartlywitha

blacksuit,he'salwaysinblacksuits

Me:"Idon'tmind"

Him:"wellIdo,youmyqueen,youshouldn'tbe

doinganydomesticlabor"

Hewalksclosertomeandputsablackcardonthe

table

Him:"here,takethis,today,Iwantyoutotake

yourself,buyalltheclothesyouneedfromheadto

toe,godoyourhairnicelygetyourselfaweave,go

toaspargetafullbodymassagegetamanicure

andapedicure...spoilyourselflove"

Ican'tevenhidetheexcitementrightnowasI

screamoutloudandhughim

hegentlypushesmeoffbrushinghissuit

Him:"yougoingtomessmeupbabe"

Me(smiling):"I'msorry,I'mjustsoexcited"



Him:"Iknowlove,butchillout,youmygirlnow,you

shouldstartgettingusedtothiskindalife,bythe

waythepinis4502,getyourselfanicephonetoo"

Me:"butyoujustboughtmethisoneafewweeks

ago"

Him:"so?Getanotherone,itdoesn'thurttohave

morethan"

Ipullhiminforakiss

Me:"youthebest"

Him:"I'llseeyoulater"

Me:"okay,bye"

Hewalksaway,thenlooksbackatme

Him:"rememberwhatIsaidaboutnotgoing

upstairs?"

Inod

Me:"yesbabe"

Him:"good,enjoyyourday,I'llrequestanUberfor

you,socallmewhenyoureadytoleave"



Me:"yesbabe"

Him:"I'mreallysorryaboutthat,Ipromiseitwon'tbe

forlong,I'llgetyouacarandyourownchauffeur"

Me:"I'dlovethat,thankyoumylove"

Hesmilesandwinksatmethenwalksaway,Ijump

upanddownexcitedlyasIcallmyfriendstelling

themtogooutwithmeforshopping.ThankGodI

madefriendswhoareslayqueens,ifitwasn'tfor

themIwouldn'thavemetthismanattheclub

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Wejustfinishedourlastclassfortheday.



I'mwalkingwithLucatowardsthegate

Luca:"I'msosorryaboutNoah"

Ilookathim

Me:"why?It'snotlikehemeantanythingtome"

Heholdsmyhandstoppingusfromwalkingashe

looksintomyeyes

Luca:"it'sbeenveryvisiblethewholedaythatyour

mind,heartandsoulwerenotwithyourtoday,I

evencaughtyousheddingtearsacoupleoftimes,I

knowyoulovedhim,Iknewwhenyoucameback

fromCapeTownthatyouhadfallendeeplyforhim,

Isawhowyoufacelitupwhenyoutalkedabout

him,theglowinyoureyes,itwasdifferentfrom

whenyouspeakaboutLowell,yesyoudocare

aboutLowellalot,it'sclearlyvisible,butwhatyou

hadforNoahwasdifferent,Ievenenviedit,theway

youwerealwayslookingforwardtobeingatthe

hospital,atsomepointIgotabitjealous,afraidthat

hemightstealyourbestmalefriendspotinyour

heart"

Me:"nnnoonecccaneverstealthatawayfromyou"



Hesmilesatmeandlickshisredishlipsandsighs

Luca:"Ineedtotellyousomethingimportant"

Me:"ookay"

Luca:"let'sgositdownsomewhere"

Wegofindaplacetochill

Wesitdown

Me:"whatisit?"

Luca:"aboutwhathappenedbetweenus"

Me:"itwasamistake"

Luca:"Iknow,IjustwantedtosayI'msorryI

should'vehadmorecontrolofmyself"

Me:"metoo,wwewerebbothwrong,don'tblame

yourself"

Luca:"itwasactuallynotentirelyourfault,wewere

drugged"

Me:"what?Noway,how?"

Luca:"okay,braceyourselfforwhatI'mabouttotell

you"



Me:"okay"

Luca:"wewerehacked,allthosemessages,they

werenotfromme,andlook,Igotthesame

messagesfromyou"

Heshowsmethemessage

Me:"Ididn'tsendthose"

Luca:"exactly,someonehackedourphonesand

werecontrollingourchats,sowecouldn'tgethold

ofeachothercauseournumberswerebeing

controlled,thisperson,wantedustohavesex

together,hencethespikedwine,itwasn'tfrom

Lowellasyousaid,someonebrokeinandleftit

thereasifLowellhadleftit,thatpersonwantedus

tohavesextheverysamenightLowellcameback

fromhisbusinesstrip,sothepersonwantedusto

getcaught,butsomehowLowelldidn'tcatchusso

thisperson'splandidn'twork"

Myheartisbeatingfastagainstmychest

Me:"who?Whowouldwanttodothattome?"

Luca:"okay,herecomestheinterestingpart,itwas



Lulama"

Me(eyeswidened):"what?Whywwwouldshedo

that?"

Luca:"Idon'tknow,butIthinkit'sbecausesheknew

aboutyouandNoah,sothatwasherrevenge"

Icovermymouth

Me:"yyyouright,causethenextday,Lowellfound

outaboutNoahandI,sowhenherplandidn'twork

shemust'vedecidedtotellLowellwhathappened,

andIbetAndiswatoldher,ohGod"

Icovermyfaceastearsburnmyeyes

Me:"Ishould'venevertoldanyoneaboutCapeTown

inthefirstplace,Ishould'vekepteverythingto

myself"

Luca:"comeon,youtrustedus,wewereyourfriends

andit'sokaythatyoutrustedus,Andiswaisthe

snakehere"

Ishakemyheadwipingmytears

Luca:"buthere'sthedeal,wedidabackground

checkonlulamaandherfamily,fromeverything,we



foundthatLulamaisyourbloodsister,Ishowedmy

uncleAidenapictureofyouandtheyallnoticed

youtwolookalike,turnsoutyouguysaretwins,my

AuntyLisaconfirmedit,sheconfirmseverything,

causeshehasaspecialgift"

Me:"IalreadyknowthatLuca,Ifoundoutlastnight"

Luca:"damn,thisisalljusttoomuchtotakein,I

guessI'lltellyoutherestnexttime"

Me:"No,pppleaselet'sgetitalloveranddonewith,

cccarryon,whatelsedoyouneedtotellme?"

Luca:"AuntyLisawouldliketomeetyou,shesays

there'ssomethingimportantyouneedtoknow,she

saidyouwillneverfindpeaceandyouwilldieatan

earlyageifyouarenotawareofthis,therefore

she'dliketomeetyouassoonasyoucanavail

yourself"

Me:"whatspecialgiftdoesshehaveanyway?I

hhhopeshe'snotasangomaorinyanga"

Luca:"No,she'smorelikea..aeishI'mnotsure,

somethinglikeaprophet,andahealer,amedium..

allatonce,shedoesthisthingwithherdiamonds,



whereshecanshowyouyourfutureliterally,I'mnot

surewhatexactlysheis,allIknowisthatshe's

magicalandshesolvesalmosteverythingthrough

prayer,andImeaneverything,evenlittlearguments

betweenherkids,she'dstopthemfromarguingand

makethempraytoaskGodtotakeawaytheanger

inthemsotheycansolvetheproblemtheright

way..(laughs)it'scute,andIguessthat'swhy

there'ssomuchloveinourfamily,Ionlyfoundmy

familywhenIwastwelve,Iwasraisedbymom,

whenIfoundmydadandhissideofthefamily,I

wantedtostaywiththempermanently,soImoved

inwiththemandI'dvisitmom"

Me:"wow,yourfamilyissocool,andAuntyLisa

soundsamazing,I'llgomeetherassoonas

possible"

Luca:"please,shesoundedworriedwhentalking

aboutyou"

Me:"Iwill"

Luca:"good,let'sgothen"

Wegetupandheadtothegates



.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

ItossandturninbedbutIjustcannotget

comfortable,everytimeIclosemyeyes,thefight

betweenNoahandI

brainwashesmymind.Ikeepseeingmyselfshoot

him,overandoveragain.

Igetupandheadtothebathroomtowashmyface

andhandsforthehundredthtime.

Ikeepseeingbloodinmyhands

Myheartkeepsbeatingreallyfastoutofnowhere

thenstops

Ican'thelpbutthinkImight'veleftsomethingathis



housethatwouldbeevidenceleadingbacktome

Me:"shit"

Igobacktobed,Icouldn'tevengotoworktoday,I

can'tdoanythingbesidesreplayingyesterday's

scenekillingmy

veryownblood.WhatkindofasickpersonamI?

Whokillstheirownbrother?Foragirl?ButAmahle

isnotjustameregirltome,I'minsanelyinlovewith

her,I'veneverfeltlikethisbefore,wasitworthitto

killmybrotherbecauseofher?Idon'tknow,Noah

hasbeennothingbutagoodprotectivebigbrother

overmeforyearssinceIwasababy,he'scovered

upmymessmoretimesthanIcancount,healways

toldmeI'llneverbeintroubleaslongashe's

around,hehadmyback,Iknowhe'deventakea

bulletforme,healwayspreachedthat,butitwasso

easyformetostealAmahlefromtheclub,notonly

herbutprecioustoo,includingJustin,thenIshag

hiswifeandgetherpregnant.

I'vebeentheworstbrotheranyonecouldeverask

forandI'llneverforgivemyselfforthat,nowIstole



hislifefromhim.

Ibreakdownintotearsasmyheartcan'ttakeit

anymore,Ifalldownonmyknees

Me(cryingpainfully):"forgivemebigbro,please,I'm

sorry!I'msososososorry,I'vebeentheworst

personeverinyourlife,acurseofabrother,I've

boughtnothingbutpaintoyouandmyselfishness

hasfinallykilledyou,howevilofmetodecideyour

fate....

Isitonmybuttwithmybackagainstthebed,Ipull

myshirtupandcovermyfacewithit

Me(heartwrenchingcry):'"aahhhhh!!!Please,please,

I'msorry,I'msosorry!!Pleasecomeback!!God

pleaseifthere'severatimeIneededamiracleit

wouldbenow...pleasewakemybrotherup...please

God,IknowInevertalkyouyou,butplease,I'm

beggingyou,wakehimupforme!!Wakehimup!!

.

.

.



*******

" Wellnomatterwhoyouareandnomatterwhat

you'vedone

Therewillcomeatimewhenyoucan'tmakeiton

yourown

Andinyourhourofdesperation

Knowyou'renottheonlyone

prayingLordabove,Ineedamiracle,Ineeda

miracle "(thirdday)

*****

Tobecontinued
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Thepriest:"ReceivetheLord'sblessing.TheLord

blessyouandwatchoveryou.TheLordmakehis

faceshineuponyou,andbegracioustoyou.The

Lordlookkindlyonyouandgiveyoupeace,Inthe

NameoftheFather,andoftheSonandoftheHoly

Spirit.

Congregation:"Amen."

Everyonestartssinging,I'msoweakIcan'teven

breathproperly,Ican'tstopthetearsfromfalling,

myheartisbroken,itfeelslikeIhavelostsomeone

veryimportanttomeanditseemsasthoughmylife

justcannotgoonwithouthim,Iwanttodietoo,the

painistoomuchformetobare

Thecoffinisloweredintothegrave.

Itrytoholdbackmytearsasmylipsstarttrembling



chewingonmybottomlip.Hismotherscreamsout

loudasshewatchestheboxgodown,that'swhenI

letitallout,itfeelslikemyinsideswere

beingrippedapartasIscreaminpainfallingonmy

knees,witheachgaspforairitbecameharderto

breath,Lowellholdsmeinhisembracepickingme

uptostandonmyweaklegs,heletsthetorrentof

mytearssoakinhisshirtasmyfistsclench

grabbingontohimnotsureifIshouldbeangryor

giveuphopealltogether,Iwasscreaming

suffocatingwitheachbreathashealsocriedwith

me

Thepriest:"Givehim,oLord,yourpeaceandlet

youreternallightshineuponhim.

Congregation:"Amen."

"Godplease,please,thiscan'tbehappened!"

Lowellburstsintoasilentcryasweholdontighter

toeachother

************

"Youcan'tcarryonlikethis"



"Amahle!"

Ifeelsomeoneshakingme,Isnapoutofitandlook

athim

Lulo:"yourfoodisgettingcold"

Ilookatmyplatefullofmyfavoritemealwhich

seemstonotbeappetizing

Lulo:"youhavetoeat,lookatyou,you'velostso

muchweight,yougoingbacktotheweightyou

wereattheclubandIdon'tlikeit,pleaseeatbabe"

Me:"I'mnothungry"

Lulo:"what'swrongbabe?Whyareyoulikethis,I

findithardtobelieveit'sbecauseyoumissyour

father,it'sNoahisn'tit?Didyoureallylovehimthat

much?"

Igetup

Me:"III'mgoingtobed,ggoodnight"

Iwalktowardstheroombutheholds

myarmstoppingme

Ilookupathim



Lulo:"doyoureallystillloveme?"

Me:"Ido"

Lulo:"I'veapologizedsomanytimesaboutwhatI

didtoyou,willyoueverwholeheartedlyforgive

me?"

Me:"yyyouthrewmeout,Isleptonthestreets,you

hitmeanddraggedmesoharshly,youwereso

bbbrutalasifyouwerenotcheatingonme,Iknow

thosebusinesstripswerenotonlyforbusiness,

speciallytheoneyouwenttofivemonthsago,Isaw

thesigns,bblushingonyourphonewhiletexting

infrontofme,smilingandexcusingyourselfto

answeryourcallsoutside,Iacteddumbandlooked

awaybecauseIdidn'twannabelieveit,therewasa

timeyoucamebackfromworkandIfoundlipstick

onyourworkshirk,butIdidn'taddressit,Ididn't

cheatonyouwithNoahbecauseIwantedtopay

back,butitwasamomentofweaknessforthat

timewhenyouwerenotthereforme,thetimewhen

Iwasafraidofbeingalonehauntedbysnake

nightmaresthatnotonlyhurtmeindreamsbutalso

hurtmeinreallifeaswell,Noahofferedmea



getawayfromthepaintoexperiencesomething

beautifultotakemymindawayfromit.Ididn'tplan

tosleepwithhim,weevensleptindifferentrooms,

butithappenedIfellintoamomentofweakness,

andI'mnotproudit,ithappenedonceisno

justificationofthewrongIdid,Itrulyamsorry

aboutit,bbbuthowcccanyyyouactsoinnocent?"

Lulo:"we'vebeenhavingthisargumentforsolong

now,yousayyouforgavemebutyoustillreminding

mealmosteveryday,whatdoIhavetodoforyouto

fullyforgiveme,causethisisclearlybotheringyou

somuchtoapointwhereyouevenlosingweight"

Me:"I'msorry,tttobehonest,younoteventhe

reasonI'mlikethis,Ifffeellike

youdeservesomuchbetter,I'msuchaburdenof

sorrowinyourlife,IwantyoutobehappyLulo,and

I'mnotmakingyouhappy,Icccan'tevensmilefor

youanymore"

Lulo:"justtellmewhattodoAmahleandI'lldoit,I'll

doanythingtoseeyouhappy,anything,justsayit

andI'llmakeithappen"



Ishakemyhead

Me:"Iddon'tknowwhathappinessis,howcanItell

yousomethingIdon'tknow,bbackathome,I

thoughtvarsityandstudyingmedicinewouldbemy

happiness,herIamatvarsitystudyingmedicine

andstillIdon'tseeanyhappiness,Ithoughtfalling

inloveanddoingcutecouplethingswithmy

boyfriendwouldmakemehappy,hereyouare

doingallinyourpowertomakemehappy,butstill,I

don'tthinkIwasdestinedforhappinessLowell,I

thinkIwasmeanttobesadandcryfortherestof

mylife,andIjustcannotletthisruboffonyou,I

thinkIshouldjustbealone,noman,nofriends,and

nofamily,maybebeingalonewillmakeeveryone

elsehappy,letmegolivemysadbrokenlifeonmy

own"

Hepullsmecloseandpicksmeuplikealittlebaby

thenwalkstothecouchandsitsdownstillholding

meinthatposition,heletsmyheadrestonhis

chest

Lulo:"I'mneverlettingyougoMahle,ifyouare

unhappy,I'llmakeitmymissiontomakeyouhappy



again,everysinceI'vemadethetimetogettoknow

you,andeverythingyou'vetoldme,ithasmademe

fallevenmoreforyou,Iknowhowbrokenyouare

andit'snoteasylovingsomeonewho'sbroken,but

I'mwillingtodoeverythingIcantofixyou,

whateveritisIhavetodotobuildupthepieces,I'll

doit,Ijustneedyoutoopenupyourheartforme,

onelasttime,pleasebreakthewallsyou'vebuilt

arounditandallowmetoloveyou,please"

Iholdontohimasmyonehandbrushesthesideof

hisface

Me:"hey,lookatme"

Helooksatmewithhistearyeyes

Me:"Iwon'tgiveuponusthateasily,Idon'tknow

howlongit'lltake,maybemonthsmaybeyears,but

I'mwillingtotrythislovethingwithyouIwannabe

happywithyou"

Lulo:"Ipromise,I'llnevercheatonyouagain,I'll

neverdoanything,iftheconsequencesarelosing

you"

Me:"metoo,Ipromise"



Wehugeachother

.

.

.

Bongani

.

.

.

Norah:"comeon,youalmostthere"

Itakeafewmoresteps

Norah:"that'sit,youdoingit"

Itakeafewmorestepsbeforereachingher,she

welcomesmewithanembraceassoonasIgetto

her

Norah:"youdidit!"

Itrytokissherbutshetiltsback,Isitbackdownon

mywheelchair

Norah:"youdoinggood,soonyou'llbewalking



properlywithoutholdingon"

Bongani:"Ihavethebestsupportsystem,thankyou

forbeingsuchanamazingwife,eventhoughIdon't

deserveit"

Norah:"I'myourwife"

Me:"yeahbutstill,Iwasaveryhorribleperson,you

could'veleftmeanytimebutyoudidn't"

Norah:"that'sright,Icould've"

EversinceNoahpassedonshe'sbeencoldtowards

me,seeingmetryingtowalkistheonlythingthat

getsherexcited,thenit'sbacktothecoldness.

Me:"I'mslowlystartingtorememberthings,looks

likethatcleansingceremonyyourfatherdidforusa

whileaagohelpedalongwiththetraditional

medicine"

Norah:"that'sgoodtohear,eventhoughIstrongly

believeit'salltheprayersandGodwhohelped"

Shedoesnotbelieveinthetraditionalritualsmuch

Me:"witheverythingmemoryitbringssomuchpain,

IrememberthebadthingsonlythatI'vedone,the



peopleI'vekilled,thewayItreatedyouandthe

kids...God,InowunderstandwhyNoahhatedme,

whatkindoffatheramI..."

Norah:"that'sallinthepastnow,Noahisnothurting

anymore,he'srestinginpeace,nomoresuffering,

youneedtoforgiveyourself,youstillhaveachance

withLowell"

Me:"Iguessyouright,Ijustdon'tunderstand,about

whatthesangomasaidaboutNoah'sspirit"

Norah:"Itoldyouthosepeoplearefake,they'lltell

youanythingformoney"

Me:"ifyoudon'tbelieveitthenhowdoyouexplain

NoahseeingVanessa"

Norah:"bipolar,Noahhadbipolar,Peoplewith

bipolardisordermayexperiencehallucinationsor

delusions.Whenthatoccurs,thepersonissaidto

havebipolardisorderwithpsychoticfeaturesit's

alsoreferedtoasbipolarpsychosis....Noahhadthis

disorderwhenhewasstillyoungbutitwasn'tas

bad,whenhegottovarsityandmetthatVanessa

girl,hemadehimworse,sheprovokedNoah,she



knewhowhewasandsheprovokedhimuntilhe

killedherwhilehewasinhismaniacphase,that's

whyhedidn'trememberdoingitcausehewasn'tin

hisrightstateofmind,afterhecamebackto

normalfrommania,hemadeuphisowntheorythat

wechasedVanessaawaybecauseweneverliked

her,causethat'sallheremembers,nowhehadto

livewiththeregretandeverytimehewentthrough

mania,beforehediedhewasinhismaniaphase

causehestoppedtakinghispillscompletely,he'd

seeVanessa'sspiritasifshe'sstillthereandshe's

alive,that'swhyhekeptvisitingherinKZN,Noah

hadmentalissuesbecauseofthethingshewent

throughthroughouthischildhood,thethingsboth

youandIputhimthrough,ithasnothingtodowith

traditions,youlikeinvolvingancestorsevenwhen

theyarenotrelevant.Itwasamedicalcondition,he

keptitsecretcausehewantedtobeadoctorandhe

knewitwouldn'tbeeasygettinghismedicallicense

withthatcondition,sowebribedthedoctorstotreat

himwithoutrecordingadiagnosis"

Isigh



Me:"Ireallydidanumberonhimdidn'tI?"

Norah:"youdid,youoncethrewhimaway,

rememberthat?Eversincethen,hewasneverthe

same,wedidthattoNoah,andhediedstillangry

withus,Iwishhedidn'thavetogososoon,before

wecouldmakeupforeverythingweputhim

through"

Me:"Ireallyfuckedup"

"Itwasn'tentirelyyourfault"

Welookathimashemakeshiswaytous

Dad:"youheardwhatthesangomasaid,that

girlfriendofyourswakufakelaicithongenkathi

wawumlahlaumlahlelauNorah

(shecastastrongspellonyouthetimeyoulefther

forNorah)

Dad:"shemadesuretoruinyourlifebylettingyou

ruinityourselfwiththethingsyoudid,yikhonje

nayeuNorahazangeakwaziukukshiyanomaizinto

zazibheda,shewasblindedbythelovespellshe

putonhersothatshesticksaroundforeverforthe



abuse"

(That'swhyNorahcouldn'tbringherselftoleave

youeventhoughitwasreallybad)

Me:"langimtholakhonalowomfazi!"

(ThedayIfindthatwoman...)

Norah:"therewegoblamingwitchcraftforour

mistakes"

Me:"Sthandwasam,Iknowyoudon'tbelievein

thesethings,buttheyareveryreal,witchcraftisreal,

ancestorsarerealandsoisGod,they'reall

connected,youknewthekindofmanIwasbefore

youmarriedme,yesIwasagangster,butdidyou

fallinlovewiththegangsterorthepersonIwas...

Norah:"youwerethesweetestgangsterI'veever

met"

Me:"youmarriedmecauseyoutrustedmylovefor

you,youknewI'dnevereverlaymyhandsonyou,

letalonetreatmyownkidsthewayIdid,Iwon't

blamewitchcraftandsayIdidn'tknowwhatIwas

doingcauseIwasveryawareofit,butIneverwhyI



wasbeinglikethat,Ineverunderstoodthehatredin

myheartbutitwasthere,attimesI'dfindmyself

talkingtomyself,tellingmyselfIshouldchange,but

IneverdidandIneverunderstoodwhyallIknew

wasthatiownedyouallandIcoulddoasIplease

withy'all,andwhenyouguyswerenotleavingme

everytimeIthoughtyou'dleave,itjustmademy

actionsseemlikesomethingyouguysenjoyed.

I'mreallysorryfromthebottomofmyheartIam"

Dad:"nowthatthespellhasbeenbroken,Norah,do

youreallyforgivehimforeverythinghe'sputyou

andyourkidsthrough?"

Shelooksdownplacingherhandonhercheek

Norah:"alothappened,andIdon'twannabelieveI

wasunderaspell,butforstayingthrough

everythingthathappenedwasveryunlikeme,I

would'veleftyouontheveryfirstslapyoueverput

onme"

Me:"Iknow,that'showyouusedtoscaremewhen

wewerestilldating"

Norah:"Ijustfeellikeourwholemarriagelifewasa



lie,theworsttwentyyearsofmylifeandnowthat

LowellisagrownmanandNoahisnomore,Ijust

wanttolivelifeformyself,Ithinkweshouldgeta

divorceBongani"

Me:"what?"

Norah:"I'vebeenthinkingaboutitforawhilenow,

andI'vemadeupmymind"

Ilookatherfatherhealsolooksatmeandshrugs

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Me:"I'llbebackI'mgoingtothetoiletrealquick"

Luca:"okayI'llwaithere"



Iheadtowardstherestrooms.Itakeoutthelittle

bottleanddrinkupreallyfast

IstopasIgroantotheburnofthewhiskeyinmy

chest.Thishasbecomemymedicineitmakes

everythingsomuchbetter.

Iputasweetinmymouththenhead

outbacktoLuca.

TodayIwaswritingmyfinalpaper.

Mymarkshavedroppedsomuchduringthepast

fivemonthsanditisathreattomyscholarship,I'm

nowbelowmyaverage,Ipasswithlowmark

percentagelikefiftiesandsixties,I'vebeentrying

mybesttogobacktomy

levelbestbutit'slikeI'velostmyspark

I'velostmymotivation,allIworkfornowistopass

andmoveontothenextyearsoIcanjustfinish

thisdegreealready.

Istoppedworkingatthehospitalsincemymarks

dropped,theytoldmeIcan'tcontinueworkingthere

causeI'mloosingmyfocus.Everythingisjustgoing



badandapartofmeisslowlystartingtonotcare

anymore.I'veacceptedthisdarkworldofmine,I

neveranticipateanythinggoodanymoreandbad

thingsthathappentomedon'tsurpriseme.Ijust

thankGodthatIstillhavetears,itfeelsgoodtocry,

thepaininmychestthatIfeeleverytimeIcry,it's

verypainfulbutitfeelsgoodcauseIcancry,Ijust

wishmyeyesneverrundry,causeIdon'tknow

whatI'ddotomyselfifIcouldn'tcry,thealcohol

helpsforalittlewhile,I'vealreadybeencutting

myselfjustsoIcanstopescapingintomydark

thoughtsofsuicide,eventhoughIthinkdeath

wouldbebetter

it'lleliminateallmypain.ButLowelljustlosthis

brother,losingmetoowouldbreakhim.Whydidn't

mymotherkillmethatday,whydidThandilehave

tocomeinandsaveme?IfshehadletherkillmeI

wouldn'tbegoingthroughallthis.

What'sworseisthatIcan'tgetanypeaceevenin

mysleepwiththesamenightmareI'vehadever

sinceIgottoJoburg.

"Howdiditgo?Ithinkthatwasoneoftheeasiest,I



expectedthelastpaperforthatmoduletodrillis

sincethat'sallit'sbeendoingallyear,butnope,it

wentalleasywithusthistime...tothinkIstudiedso

hardforitandhalfofthethingsIstudieddidn't

evenappear"

Ifeelsomeonenudgeme

Ilookupathim

Me:"huh?"

Luca:"didyouhearanythingIsaid?"

Me:"uhm,yeah,yeahIdidstudy"

Herollshiseyes

Luca:"it'senoughnowAmahle,Iwantmyfriend

back,please,Ihateseeingyoulikethis"

Me:"Ohyeah!?Thenmmmaybeyoushouldstop

seeingmealltogether!"

Heraiseshisbrowslookingatmeperplexed

Luca:"oookayI'lljustletthatoneslideandbe

understanding...sohowareyoudoingMahle?"

Isighregrettably



Me:"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantosnapatyou,Ijjjust

havealotonmymind"

Luca:"youstillhaven'tcontactedyourmother?"

Me:"she'snotmymother,Idon'thhhaveamother,I

onlyhadafather,andhepassedaway,hhewasmy

onlyfamily,therest,Idon'tknowthemandI'mnot

interestedinknowingthem,sopleasedon'taskme

aboutmymother"

Luca:"okay,Iunderstand,nowthatschoolisnotan

excuseanymore,willyoucomeandvisitme?

Pleasejustforonce"

Me:"ItoldyouLuca,I'mnotinterestedinseeingyour

Auntyanymore,shefoughtherbattleswithprayer

right?"

Henods

Me:"thenletmefightminewithprayeraswell"

Luca:"okayyoudon'twanttomeetLisaI

understand,butIwasaskingifcouldyouvisitme,

atmyapartment,justyouandI,fordinnerorlunch,

thenwe'lldomovies,beforewestartholidayscause



wemightgooutofthecountryagain"

Me(sighs):"fine,when?"

Luca:"thiscomingweekend?"

Me:"okay"

WehugandpartwaysasIheadtothecar

.

.

.

.

*******

"Idranktodrownmypain,butthedamnpain

learnedhowtoswim"(unknown)

*******

Tobecontinued
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Lowell
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Him:"wearewithdrawingourdealwiththecompany,

youhaven'tbeendeliveringtoyourbestpotential

likeyoupromisedus,yourideasareweak,I'msorry

butwegoingtotakethedealfromtheother

company"

Me:"Nonosirplease,okay,pleasejustgivemeone

moreweek,Ipromisewe'llcomeupwithsomething

that'llblowyourmind,please"



Him:"I'msorry,MrNhlabathibutourdecisionisfinal,

wehaveanothermeetingtogetto"

Theygetupandleave,Iswipeoffallthepaperson

thetablecausingthemtofallonthefloorasIfeel

mytemperaturerising

Me:"whatareyoualllookingat!?Getout"

Theygetupandmaketheirwayout

Isitonthechairandhitmyheadoutoffrustration

Me:"aahfuck!"

Igetupandheadbacktomyoffice,thesepast

monthshavebeentheworst

Thisisthesecondclientsofar,soonI'llbelosing

mybigclientsifIdon'tpullupmysocks.

Itakemyphoneandmakeaphonecall

Me:"heyJustin"

"Heyman,wowit'sbeenawhilesinceweheard

fromyou"

Me:"yeahIknow,it'sjustalothasbeengoingon"



"Iseverythingalright?"

Me:"notreally,butmybrotherpassedawayafew

monthsago"

"Ohshit,I'msorrytohearthat"

Me:"yeah,soIguessit'snowsafeforyouand

precioustocomeback"

"Uhmdowehaveto?"

Me(frowns):"yeah,AmahleneedsPreciousmore

thananythingrightnow,she'stheonlypersonshe

considersfamily,bookthefirstplaneticket

tomorrow"

"Tomorrow?Canwecomeafteraweek?Ikindof

madealivingthissideandIreallylikeit,Idon'twish

tocomebackanymore"

Me:"fine,thenbringpreciousback"

"Shereallylikesithere,shesayssheneverwishes

tocomebacktosouthAfrica"

Me:"Ididn'tsaveherfromtheclubforhertoenjoy

livinginLondon,IsavedherforAmahleandfor

Amahleshe'llbeherebytomorrow,weunderstand



eachother?"

"(Sighs)yesboss"

Me:"good,I'llbewaitingattheairporttopickherup"

"Surething,bye"

Ihangup,Ilookthroughourpicturesonmyphone,

Todayissupposedtobehisbirthday.We'dbe

planningtogotosomestripcluboutofthecountry,

twoyearsagowewenttoAtlantaforthewhole

week.Itwasthebestbirthdayever,wenever

neededmuchfriends,wealwayshadeachother

IputmyphonedownandwipemyfaceasIlookat

thebunchofworkIhavetodo

.

.

.

.

Thandile

.



.

.

.

It'sbeenfivemonthslivingmybestlifewithmy

manReid,hehasbeentreatingmelikeaqueen

indeedandimveryhappy.Menzihasforbiddenme

fromseeingmychildandImisshimlikecrazy

Idon'tknowwhyhehastobethebitter

babydaddy,I'mstartingtothinkheneverliked

seeingmehappy,he'sjealousnowthatI'vemadeit

withouthim.

I'msittingonthecouchhavingstrawberriesdipped

inpeanutbutter,it'sthebestthingeverwhile

watchingmoviesonthebigscreen

"Sickbabe,whatareyoueating?"

Ilaughlookingathimashesitsonthecouchlifting

myfeetandputtingthemonhislap

Me:"thesehavebeenmyfavoritecraving

throughoutthispregnancy,it'sactuallyreallygood,

try"



Igivehimbutheshakeshisheaddisgusted,Igiggle

Reid:"Nothankyou,I'mgood"

Me:"well,yourloss"

Reid:"naahhit'snotreally"

Me:"howwaswork?"

Reid:"tiring,there'sabsolutelynobusinessinKZN

anymore,allthegoodstockishardtofind"

IstillhavenoideawhathedoesforalivingandI

don'treallycareaslongas

I'mhappy

Me:"sorrybabe,what'swrongwiththestockthere?"

Reid:"wornout,butdon'tworryaboutthat,it'snota

trainsmash"

Me:"okay"

Hetouchesmybigbelly

Reid:"how'smylittleboydoinginthere?"

Me:"he'sfine,nomaekuthandanjeukudla"

(Heloveseatingalot)



Reid:"don'tlethimcontrolyoubabe,he'llmakeyou

fat"

Me:"Ican'thelpit"

Hisphoneringsandhelooksatitthencursesunder

hisbreathbeforeignoringit

Helooksatme

Reid:"Ihavetorushsomewhere"

Me:"okaybabe"

Hepecksmylipsthengetsupandleaves.

AfterawhileIdozedoff

"Hey!"

Ilookupandseeaverybeautifulyoungladyshe's

standingbythesteps

Me:"hi?"

Her:"mynameisBelinda,what'syourname?"

Shehasacalmyetechoingvoice

Me:"Thandile"

Her:"I'mReid'ssister"



Me:"I'mhisgirlfriend"

Her:"Iknow,I'vebeenwatchingyou"

Me(frowns):"youhave?"

Her:"yeap,Ikeepthinkinghe'llintroduceyoutome

butit'sbeenmonthsnowandhehasn't,hekeeps

tellingmenottocomedownstairs"

Me:"sothat'swhyhedoesn'twantmeupstairs,I've

beentemptedtocometheresomanytimes"

Shesmiles

Her:"he'snothere,whydon'tyoucomeupandvisit

me"

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea

Her:"comeon,whyshouldwebelonelywhen

there'stwoofus,besides,there'smorecooler

thingsupstairslikethejacuzzi,theresalsoagame

room,come,you'llonlylookaroundthencomeback

down"

Me:"okay"

Igetupsteadilyandheadupstairswithherleading



theway,sheshowsmeallthecoolroomsinthe

house

Shepointsatonespecificroom

Her:"thatismyfavoriteroomofall,mybedroom"

Me:"ohletmesee"

Her:"pleasegetin"

Iopenthedoorandmakemywayin,it'sabeautiful

roomindeed

ThedoorbangsclosedIstartleasIlook

backather

Shesmirks

Her:"oops,thedoorhasalockproblem,onlymy

brothercanopenit"

Me:"ohnonoIhavetogoback,I'mnotsupposedto

beuphere"

Her:"I'msorryididn'tmeantolockit"

Me:"thenhowdidyougetout?"

Her:"heleftitopen"



Imovetowardsthedoorbutsheblocksmyway

Me:"letmetryopenit"

Her:"sitonthebedandrelax"

Me:"No,Ihavetogo"

Shepushesmeonthebed

Hertongueslithersoutlikesnakesashereyes

changeaswell

Her:"I'vewaitedlongenough,Idon'twantthebaby

anymore,Iwantyouboth,Ihaven'tbeenfedin

months!!!"

Me(crying):"nopleasedon'tdothis"

Her:"howdoyouthinkyourboyfriendissorich?

Luck?Nobecausehefeedme,thefullerIamthe

richerhebecomes,andrightnow,I'mabouttobe

veryveryfull"

Iscreamasshetransformsintothebiggest

longestmostfatsnakeI'veeverseen

"Hhheeeeeeelllpp!!!Aaaahhhhhhhhhahhhhhhhhh

heeeelllllpppppp!!"



Iscreamtothetopofmylungsasitopensit's

mouthwidelyandslithersfasttowardsmeasI

watchitmouthcomingformyheadandalllights

out..

"Babe!Babewakeup"

Iwakeupscreamingwithmyheartpoundinghard

andfastagainstmychest

Me:"Snake!!Snake!!"

Reid:"what?Where?"

IlookaroundandI'mstillsleepingonthecouch

Reid:"itwasjustadreambaby"

Ilookaroundwhiletouchingmyselfandmytummy

andI'mfine

Me:"Iswearitfeltsoreal"

Helooksatmewithafrown

Reid:"didyougoupstairs?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"no"



Reid:"good,don'tworryyouarefineitwasjusta

dream"

Me:"whatareyouhidingupstairs?"

Reid:"don'tworryaboutthat"

Me:"howdoyoumakeyourmoney?Whatdoyoudo

foraliving?"

Reid:"Idon'thavetimeforthis,tellmewhenyou've

calmeddown"

Hewalksaway.Icovermyface

Idon'tthinkIwannabehereanymoreIthink

uthwele(usingasnakeformoney)

Ihavetogetoutofherebeforeit'stoolateforme,

thankGodformyancestorsrevealingthiswhileit's

stillearly

.

.

.

.



Lulama

.

.

.

Beingsevenmonthsandafewweekspregnantis

nochild'splay,theswelling,thefatigue,thefeeling

ofbeingbloated,

feelinghotandtiredallthedamntime,

IthankGodfirstyearofschoolisoverI'llgetawell

deservedbreak.

Iwassoclosetodroppingout,butIjustcouldn'tdo

it.IrealizedthatthedecisionsImakenow,arenot

onlyformeanymorebutformybabyaswell.

Withmombeingsosickonceagain,IfeellikeI'm

goingtoloseherthistime.

It'sreallybad,heranddadhavebeenhaving

problemsandalwaysfightingeversincethetruth

aboutAmahlecameout.

Ikeepwaitingforthedayhe'llswitchuponmeand



notlovemeanymore,ifDadstopslovingme,that'll

betheonlygenuinelovethatI'veeverreceived

whichIwilllose.

MybrotherNkosihasbeenreallynicetomethese

pastfewmonthsasI'vebeenlivinghereathome,

he'sbeentakinggoodcareofme,buthesayshe's

onlydoingitforhisniece,hereallylovesthelife

growinginmeandhe'ssurehe'llbethebestuncle

toher.

Everythinghasjustchangedthesepastfivemonths,

IleftNoah'shousecauseIwasscaredofbeing

aloneinthatbighousewherehedied,hisspiritis

probablythere,Imisshimsomuch,Ineverrealized

IappreciatedhimsomuchuntilIlosthim.

He'dbedoingallthesesweetthingsforme,feeding

mycravings,massagingmybody,buyingbaby

clothes,hewasromanticlikethat.

Ilookatthecutelittleshoesheboughtformeonce,

tomakemefeelbettercauseIwasmadathim

****Flashback*****



"Lulu?Areyoucrying?"

Iquicklywipemytearsaway

Me:"No"

Hesitsnexttome

Noah:"I'msorryforthewayIspoketoyou"

Me:"it'sfine"

Noah:"noit'snot,I'mstressingyouout

andthat'snotgoodforthebaby,I

promise,I'llmakeituptoyou,I'msorryokay?"

Ilookathim,Idon'tunderstandhimat

all,oneminutehecaresthenexthe

doesn't

Me:"doyouloveme?"

Noah:"whatkindofquestionisthat?"

Me:"asimpleonethatneedsasimpleanswer"

Noah(sighs):"Icareaboutyoualot"

Me:"doyouloveme?"



Noah:"areyourhormonesactingup?"

Me:"I'llleaveyouinpeaceNoah,wecangeta

divorceandgoourseparateways

Idon'twannaspendtherestofmylife

withsomeonethathasnoloveforme

IknowI'mnotanangelbutIdodeserve

tobehappyandbelovedbysomeone"

Noah:"youmeanIdon'tmakeyouhappy?"

Me:"youdo,butdoyouloveme?"

Noah:"ifImakeyouhappydoesit

notmeanthatIloveyou?DoIhaveto

sayit?Don'tactionsspeaklouderthan

words?Whichoneismoreimportant

toyou,formetotellyouthatIloveyou

orformetoshowit?"

Me:"Both!"

Noah:"wow,okay,Iloveyouthen,are



youhappynow?"

IlookawayfrommeasIfeelpaininmythroat

Me:"justgotoworkNoah"

Noah:"notwhileyoustillmadatme

likethis"

Hekissesmycheek

Noah:"comeon,smileforme"

Heturnsmyfacetolookathim

Hepecksmylips

Noah:"smile"

Heticklesmytummymakingme

burstintogiggles

Noah:"that'smorelikeit,nowbothmy

babiesarehappy"

Weshareaslowfrenchkiss

Noah:"isthereanythingelsebotheringyoubaby?"

Ishakemyhead



Me(smiling):"no"

Noah:"canIgotoworknowdearwife?"

Me(giggles):"yeah"

Hepecksmylips

******EndofFlashback******

Nomatterhowmuchhe'dhurtmeorI'dsulkathim

forsweetnothing,healwaysmadesurethathe

mademefeelbetterlateron,hislovewasscaryat

timesbut

hewasverykindhearted.

Igotomom'sroomtocheckonher

Me:"heymah"

Mom:"heybaby"

Me:"areyoustillokay?ShouldImakeyou

somethingtoeat?"

Mom(coughsroughly):"I'mfinebaby"

Isitonthebednexttoher,Ireallyhateseeingher

likethis,ithurtsmesomuch



Mom:"please,talktoyoursistertocomeseeme,

please"

Thereshegoesagain

Me(sighs):"mama,I'vetried,shedoesn'tlikemeand

she'snotinterested,IevenaskedLowelltotalkto

herbutshe'snothearingit"

Mom:"please,tryharder,Ican'tdiebeforemaking

peacewithher,please"

Isigh

Me:"fine,I'llkeeptrying"

Mom:"thankyou"

Me:"justplease,stopsayingyoudyingcauseyou

not,I'mstilltooyoungtobemotherless,andyour

granddaughterisalmosthere,youhavetomeether

first"

Mom:"Idon'tknowhowmuchlongerIcanholdon,

butifthatbabystaystwomoremonthsinthere,I

mightnotmeether"

Me(tearfully):"don'tsaythat"



Igetintheblanketnexttoherandcuddleher

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

It'sFridaytodayandthatmeans,it'stimetoget

druuunk!YeahonFridaysIdrinkallmyproblems

away,evenbetterLowellisnotcomingoverthis

weekend,he'sdrowninginworkandthingsarenot

goingwellsohehastoputinextrawork.

It'sabeautifulsunnydaymeaningit'sagooddayto

haveapicnic.

Iwokeuparoundteno'clockcauseIsleptaround

fourinthemorningbecauseofthenightmares,I

don'tevenknowwhyIgetscaredanymorecause



it'sthesamedreamoverandoveragain

Isaythesamethingsfallonthesameholeandget

molestedbythesameuglyoldsnake.Anditscares

meeverytimeasifit'smyfirsttime,letalonethe

periodpainseverymonth,theyfeellikesatanand

hisevilminionsarethrowingburninghellparty

insideme.

Idon'tknowhowIservicethosepains,

They'vegottentoapointwhereIhavetobetakento

hospitaltogetaspecialinjectiontostopthepain.

It'snowaroundthreeo'clockintheafternoonand

I'vedressedupinto

acomfortableoutfitofsweatpantsandan

oversizedtee,withsneakers.

Ifixmymakeupproperlyandmyweave,thisisa

specialeveningIhavetolookmybest.

IheadoutasIcalledmydrivertocomefetchme.

Hedropsmeoffattheshopsandwaitsbythe

parkingasIgototheliquorstore

andbuymybottlefavoritewineandasixpackof



huntersgold,Igoputinthecarbeforeheadingback

tobuysnacksandasmallroundchocolatecake,as

wellastwoglassesincludingflowers.

Iheadbacktothecarafterpaying

Hedropsmeoffbymylocation

Itakemystuffincludingmysmallblanket

Me:"I'llcallyouwhenI'mdone"

Driver:"shouldIleaveyouhere?"

Me:"yesyoucan,I'llbefine"

Hesighsshakinghisheadunsure

Driver:"okay"

Hedrivesoff,it'sreallyquiethere,butit'salsonot

thathiddensoI'mvisibletopeoplewalkingonthe

streets.

Iheadtothespotinfrontofhistombstone.

Me:"heythere!It'sme,Indy,I'msssorryIdidn'twear

anylongskirtordress,Ihopeit'snotdisrespectful"

Ilaytheblanketonthegroundinfrontofhisstone,



andIdeckeverythingnicelyontheblanket

Isitdownandlookathistombstone

Me:"Surprise!Happybirthday!"

IhugthestoneandwipehisstoneasIputflowers

infront

Me:"thisisforyou"

Iopenthecakethenpopthewinebottleandpour

ontwoglasses,Iputonenexttohisflowers

Me:"happybirthdaytoyouhappybirthdaydayto

you!HappybirthdaydaydearNooaahhappy

birthdaytoyoooouuuhiphiphooray!!"

Itoastwithhisglassandgulpminedown,Itakehis

anddrinkitupaswell

Ilaughlookingathisstone

Me:"oopsI'msorry,wwwereyyougoingtodrink

that?"

IgiggleasIimaginethefacehe'dbegivingme.I

knowthisiscrazyandI'mnotsurewhyI'mdoing

thisbutI'mdoingitanyway.



Icutthecakeandeatup,I'mnottakingiteasyon

thewine.

Thesunisstartingtogodown,Ilookatthesunset

Me:"rememberwhenwewatchthesunsettillit

completelyset?Thewayyoudescribedit'sbeauty

mademefallinlovewiththeview,thecloudslooks

reallybeautifultoday,I'msurebraGodisthrowing

thebiggestpartyforyouinheaventoday,Ican

alreadyimaginehowhappyyoumustbe.....

Isighastearsrolldownmyface

Outofnowherehandscoveraroundme

astheotherscovermyfacewithaclothmakingit

hardformetobreath,Ikicktryingtoscreamfor

helpasthebunchofstrongmanlyhandspickme

uptellingmetoshutup,Islowlyfeelmyself

runningoutofairandalllightwentblank

******

.

.

.



.

*******

"Thesadtruthisthatweareallmissingsomeone,

andhopingthatwherevertheyare,theymissingus

back"(Unknown)

*******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:43] :Insert56

•

•

•

•

Lowell

•

•

•

•



•

Idrovebacktomyplace,I'mtryingtogiveAmahle

herspacebynotbeingthereallthetime,she'sbeen

goingthroughalotandI'mstartingtothinkshe

needstherapy.

IknowshelovedNoah,thatwasnosecret,she

couldn'thideitfromme

hisdeathcompletelyexposedher,eventhoughshe

deniedit.

IthoughtaboutlettinghergobutIcouldn't,Icare

aboutherwaytoomuchtolethergo,I'veinvested

waytoomuchfeelingsinher,Ikilledmyoneand

onlybrotherforher,ifIlethergo,itwould'veall

beenfornothing?Nobrotherfornothing?

Igettomyplaceanddumpmylaptopbagonthe

couchasItakeoffmytieandshirt.

IsighasIsitonthecouch,everydayIcarryaheavy

heartbecauseoftheguilt

thatscenehasn'tstoppedreplayinginmymindand

it'sreallybeenaffectingmylifereallynegatively.



ButIthinkit'stimeImoveon,what'sdoneisdone,

there'snochangingitnow

Ineedtogetmyselfbackontrack

Ineedtogetsomeworkdone,Ineedmylifeback.

ItakemyphoneandtextAmahle

(Me):"Ijustknockedofffromwork,I'mgoingtohave

anearlynightcauseI'msotired,goodnightbabe"

Ilogoffandtakemystuffwithmetothebedroom,I

switchonthelight

Mybreathstutters,startlingatthesightofsomeone

onmybed

Me:"fucklulama!Youscaredtheshitoutofme"

Lulama:"hey,youneverchangedthelocks,sooo

hereIam"

Iwalkfurtherinsidetheroomputtingmythings

away

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Lulama:"come,sitnexttome"



Myeyeslandonherhugetummy

asIwalkclosertothebedandsitnexttoher

Lulama:"yourbabygirlwantedustocomevisit

daddy"

Me:"youcan'tbeherelulama,Itoldyou,youhaveto

stayaway"

Lulama:"butyousaidyou'llbethereforthebaby

andI,nowthatNoahisnomore"

Me:"yeswhenthebabyisborn"

Lulama:"it'syourbabyjustasmuchasitismine,

youneedtobondwithitwhileit'sstillinthetummy"

Sheliftsuphershirtexposingherbigbelly

Me:"whoathat'sbig"

Lulama(smiling):"itis,she'sgrowingupsofast,

soonshe'llbestartingprimary"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"ayikeongathisowuyayibaxakemanje

ngukusheshakaso?"



(Youexaggeratingnow,soquickly)

Shelaughsoutloud

Lulama(laughing):"whatdoyouwantmetosay,

that'stherateshe'sgoingat"

Me(laughing):"weshouldnamehersupersonic

causedamnshe'sfast"

Welaughlookingateachother

Shegaspsinsurprise

Me(confused):"what?"

Lulama:"feel"

Shetakesmyhandandmakesmefeelhertummy,I

feelthebabymoving

Me(surprised):"whoashemoviesomuch"

Iputmyearagainhertummylistening

Me:"what'sgoingoninthereyounglady,you

botheringmommy?"

Igetupandlookather

Me:"wow,thisisreallyamazing,thankyoufor



carryingherforusandchosenottoterminateit"

Lulama:"Ijustwishwecouldbeanormalfamily,

youmeandourbabies"

Me:"babies?"

Lulama(laughs):"yeahtheoneswewouldmakein

future"

Me(laughs):"ohhhIthoughtyouweregoingtosay

youcarryingtwinsforasecondthere,Ialmost

jumpedupanddown"

Shelaughs

Lulama:"nomaybeoursecondborns"

Welookateachotherforawhile

Lulama:"allyouhavetodoisbreakupwiththatgirl

andwecouldbehappy"

Me:"sowuqalilekengodoti"

(You'vestartedwithyourrubbish)

Lulama:"youonlywithhercauseshelookslikeme,

andyouknewwecouldn'tbetogethersoyouwent

forthenextbestthing,mytwin,butnowI'mnot



marriedanymorewecanbetogethernow,and

besidesourZulucultureencouragesus,whena

woman'shusbanddiesyoumarrythebrother"

Me:"stop"

Lulama:"youcan'tjustcometomeandfuckme

whenyouplease,butwhenIcomeoveryouact

holierthanthough,thesepastfivemonthsI'vebeen

helpingyougetoverkillingyourbrother,lettingyou

fuckmewhileI'mpregnant,Idoeverythingwhen

youwantit,nowthatyou'vehadenoughandyou

wanttofixthingswithyourbrokenwhore,you

dumpmelikeapieceoftrash?"

Me:"okay,yourtimeisup,thanksforstoppingby,

outyougo"

Ipointhertothedoor

Lulama:"thatlittlebitchofyoursisprobablythe

reasonwhymymotherissick,andshedoesn'teven

wanttogoseeher,she'sevil,whycan'tyouseeher

forwhosheis!?"

Me:"youthinkit'seasytogrowupwithoutyour

motherallyourlifesufferinginthehandsofanother



womanonlyforhertorockuponedayandsayhey

itmeyourrealmotherandIchosetoraiseyourtwin

overyou,knowingverywellthatthefatherwasa

strugglingmanwithnothingmuch,sheknewshe

wasgivingherbabyawaytopoverty,howwould

youfeelifyouweretheothertwin?"

Lulama:"don'tcoverupforherwhatdidsheexpect

momtodo?Shewasbeingfairtothefather"

Igetoffthebed

Me:"youknowwhat,Idon'texpectyouto

understandcauseyouwereraisedwithasilver

spoon,youdon'tknowanythingabouther,and

insteadoffightingherIsuggestyoustartmending

yourrelationshipwithherandstopallthis

unwanteddrama"

Lulama:"can'tbelieveyoutakingherside,IwishI

couldtakebackmysex"

Me:"she'smygirlfriendLulamawhatdoyouexpect?

Pleasegetout,I'mreallytiredandIhavenoenergy

forthis"

Shegetsupfixingherself



Lulama:"mxm"

Shemakesherwayout

Isighandthrowmyselfbackinbed

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Myeyelidsslowlyopenbeforeclosingagain,they

aresoheavy,Itryopeningthemagainandthey

finallyopenasmyeyeswonderaround

Myeyeslandonamanwearingablacksuit,Iliftmy

eyesuptillIreachhisface

Me:"dderek?"

Derek:"hi"

Hegreetsplayingwithhisgun



IsitupstraightinfearasInoticehe'scarryinga

gun

Me:"whwhatdoyouwantfromme?plpleasedon't

takemebacktotheclub,whatdoyouwantfrom

me?WhatdidIdo?"

Derek:"sshhhh,Iwon'ttakeyoutotheclubifyou

don'tscream"

Myheartbeatsfasterasareactiontohiswords

Ilookaroundme,I'minanicebigbed,I'mnottied

upandDerekisjuststandingtheregentlypolishing

hisgun

Me:"pppplease,whwhatdoyouwantfromme?"

Derek:"justyourbodyparts,nothingmuch"

Me:"Nono....

Icovermyfacetryingtocalmmyselfdown

"Derekcomeon,playnice"

Thatvoice,Iknowthatvoice,I'mnowafraidto

removemyhandsfrommy

facebecauseit'simpossibleforme



tobehearingthatvoice

"Sweetheart?"

Agaspescapesmymouth,nowaythiscan'tbe,I'm

dreaming,I'mdreaming,thisisnothappening

"Lookatme"

Ifeelthebedsinkashesitsonit

Ifeelhandstouchingmylegs

Iscreamoutloudstandingonmytwofeetontopof

thebed

Me(fearfully):"pppleaseWhatdrugsdidyoufeedme

thistimeDerek,okay!!It'sfine,youcanhavemy

bodyparts!!Justmakethehallucinationsstop"

Hecomesclosertome,Irunofftotheothersideas

Iburstintotearsfearingformylife,helookssoreal,

myheartpoundinglikecrazyasIstartwheezing

runningoutofbreath

"Gettheasthmapumpquick!"

Derekrunsouttheroom,ohmyGodhecanseehim

too!?



Me(cryingandwheezing):"please...IIdddidn't....I

didn'tmeantovisit...please,I'llneverdddisrespect

yourgravelikethatagain...(breathlessly)..plplease..

don't..hhauntme,please...."

Derekhandshimtheasthmapumpashecomes

closertomewithit

hegrabsmeholdingmearoundmywaist,my

breathhitchesasIfeelmywholebodybecome

weakaslightswentout

****

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Me:"thatgirlhasruinedmyfamily,mymotheris

sickbecauseofher,myhusbanddiedbecauseof



her,Lowellhaschangedintothissadnofunperson

becauseofher,whatisitaboutheranyway?Ithink

theworldwouldbeabetterplacewithouther,Reid,

it'stimetodosomedamagecontrol,I'llpayyou

triplethanwhatyoupayBlairandIforgettinggirls

foryou,ifyoujustkillheronceandforall,I'mam

reallysickofher,sheliterallymademelookbadfor

notcryingatNoah'sfuneral,youwouldswearshe

lostherhusbandorherparents,thatgirlmakesme

sick,thesoonershegoesthesoonerLowellandI

canmoveonwithourlivesandraiseourbaby"

Helooksatmewithnoemotiononhisface

Reid:"Ican'tdoit"

Me:"what?Comeon,there'snothingyoucan'tdo,

didyoucalculatehowmuchI'llpayyou?"

Reid:"shebelongstotheNhlabathis,Idon'tfuck

withthem,theyputfoodonmytable,ifyouwere

someoneelse,I'dhavetokillyouforthreateningto

killawomanwhobelongstoaNhlabathi,but

becauseyoualsoaNhlabathiwoman,Iwon'tdoit.I

thoughtyoucalledmehereforbusiness,youjust



calledmeforbullshit"

Hegetsup

Reid:"whatawasteofmytime"

Hemakeshiswayout

Ihuffinfrustration

IguessIhavetodothisonmyown

MomwantsarelationshipbetweenmysisterandI,

thenarelationshipwe'llhave,theclosertomeshe

is,thebetter.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

"Please,I'msorry!!"



IshoutasIgetupfrommysleep

Icalmmyselfdownandsigh

Itwasjustadreamafterall

IpanicasIrealiseI'mstillinthesameroom,he

makeshiswayinholdingaglassofwater

Him:"please,drinkup,andcalmdown,it'sjustme"

Hegetsclosersittingnexttomeandhelpsmedrink

Him:"areyouokay?"

Inodwithmybodystillabitshaky

Me:"iiiisthisreallyyou?"

Him:"yeah,it'sreallyme"

Ishakemyheadindisbelief

Me:"nnnoyyyouaredead,wwweburiedyou,we

mournedyou,youaredead"

Him:"I'mverymuchalivesweetheart,youcanfeel

me....

Hestretcheshisarmtome

Him:"inrealflesh"



Imovemyshakinghandtotouchhisarm,Iquickly

touchhimthenremovemyhand,he'sreal,he's

reallyhere.

Me(tearfully):"Noah?"

Him:"Amahle"

Heopenshisarmsandinstructsmetocomeinfor

ahug.Ireluctantlygetcloserplacingmyheadover

hisshoulder

Heholdsontome,mybreathcatchesholdingin,as

shiversrundownmyspine,mybodyregistershis

bodyagainstmine,Ifinallyholdhimbackasmy

mindacceptsthatthisisreal,it'sreallyhappening,

he'sreallyhereholdingme

Iletgoandlookathim

Me:"it'sreallyyou"

Him:"it'sreallyme"

Iburstintotears,hepullsmeintohisarmsasmy

criesturnintolaughter

Ican'tmakeoutmyfeelingsrightnow,I'mfeeling

somanyemotionsallatonce.



Afteralongwhileholdingontoeachotherhegently

putsmeinthemiddleofthebedbeforelyingnextto

meandcuddlingmeaswefaceeachother

Me:"why?"

Him:"becauseIhadto"

Me:"yyyoudidn'thaveto,doyouhaveanyideathe

damageyou'vedone?"

Him:"IhadnoideaImeantsomuchtoyou,ifIknew

Iwouldn'thavedonethis"

Me:"notthedamageonme,Immmeanyourfamily,

theyweredevastatedespeciallyyourmother"

Him:"andyouwerenotdevastated?"

Ilookdownavoidinghiseyes

Me:"yyoudidn'tmeanthatmuchtome,Iwasnot

devastated"

Hechucklesabit

Him:"I'vebeenwatchingyouAmahle,don'tlietome,

whatwereyoudoingatmygravetoday?"

IcovermyfaceasIfeelembarrassed



Me:"thatdoesn'tmeananything"

Heliftsmyheaduptolookathim

Him:"ohreally?Explainwhyyourgradeshave

dropped?Explainwhyyou'veresortedtoalcohol?

Explainwhyyounotworkingatthehospital

anymore?Explain?"

Ifeelmyselfgettingangry

Imovehishandsfrommeandsitupstraight

Me:"No,youexplain,explainwhyyoufakedyour

death?Whatkindofsickpersondoesthat?What's

wrongwithyou?Whywouldyoutorturethepeople

wholovedyoulikethat?"

Hesitsup

Him:"mybrothershotme"

Ilookathimasmyjawdrops

Me:"No"

Him:"hefoundoutaboutusandhecametomy

housethenextmorning,wefoughtphysicallywith

theintentionsofhurtingeachotherreallybadly,



wellatleastIhadtheintentionsofhurtinghim

reallybadlyjustforhimtobackoff,buthehadother

intentionsduringourfight,hehadtheintentionsof

killingme"

Me:"No,Lowellwouldneverdothat,justtellmethe

truthNoahplease"

Him:"Ihavesmallmicroscopichiddencameras

aroundmyhouse,Icanshowyoueverythingifyou

don'tbelieveme"

Me:"but...hetoldmesomethingelse..."

Him:"didhetellyouaboutLulamaandHim?"

Me:"nnnonnowyoujustmakingthingsup"

Him:"justletmeexplain,youwantedanexplanation

didn'tyou?"

Ishutmymouth

Him:"I'lltellyouthetruth,thewholetruth,butplease,

onceI'mdone,don'thatemecausebackthenI

didn'tknowIwasinL...Iwasn'tsureaboutmy

fee.....justdon'thatemeokay?"

Me:.....



Him:"promisemeyouwon'thateme"

Me:"Iwon'thateyou"

Him:"promiseme"

Me:"Ipromise"

Hesighs

Him:"beginningoftheyear,Iwasarrangedinto

marriagewithLulama,forfamilybusinessreasons,

Ididn'tloveherandIwasjustdoingitformyfamily

causeIhadalreadygivenuponloveanyway,butas

timewentonLulamatriedtoprovetomeoverand

overagainthatshetrulylovedme,Ibegantoaccept

itandtriedtoloveherback,Iwasbeingromantic

andall,ittookawhilebeforeIwascomfortableto

beintimatewithhersexually,buteventuallywe

wereandIgrewtocareabouther,itwasn'tlovebut

Icaredandacceptedthatshe'smineandsurely

alongthewayI'dgrowtotrulyloveher,onlytofind

outthatshe'sbeenshaggingmybrotherbehindmy

back,thatwasbeforehefellinlovewithyou,one

dayIfoundhiswatchundermybed,inmyhouseby

theway,Iwasn'tsurewho'sitwassoIwenttotest



itforfingerprintsandindeedfoundoutitwasmy

brother'swatch,IconfrontedLulamaabouther

cheatingandsheadmittedbutneverexposedthat

shewascheatingwithmybrother,evenafterIhad

caughtherandsheadmitted,thatdidn'tstopthem,

theycontinuedtomeetupsecretlyandfuck,Ieven

caughtthemoncamera,thisbuiltupalotofanger

inme,Ididn'tgiveashitaboutLulamacheating,

whathurtmewasthebackstabbingIwasreceiving

frommybrother,whilehelaughedandpretendedto

careaboutmyproblemswithmywifeknowingvery

wellthathewastheproblems,Icouldn'tformatthat

itwasmyownlittlebrotherthatwasoneofthefew

peopleIstillhadlovetogiveat,he'dturntobemy

enemyinmymarriage,eventhoughIdidn't

appreciatenorlovethemarriageIwasin,itwasstill

verywrongforhimtodomelikethat,okay,cool,I

didn'twanttobeacrybabyaboutit,causeIdon't

loveLulamaanywayso,shewasn'tworthmy

energyfightingagainstmybrother,butthenhe

betrayedmeonceagain......

(Silence)



IlookathimcuriouslyforhimtocontinueasItryto

registereverythinghe'stellingme

Me:"whwhatddidhedo?"

Helooksatme

Him:"thisisoneofthepartswhereyoumighthate

me"

Me:"jjjjusttellme"

Him:"I'mtheowneroftheclubthatabductedyou"

IsearchhisinhiseyesasItrytocontrolmy

breathingpattern

Me:"continue"

Ifinallyfindthecouragetosay

Him:"weusuallybuyourgirlsfromahuman

traffickingcompanythatsellswomenandgirlsto

richpeoplewhowantthemforwhateverreasons,I

sentLowellthatdaytogobuyyoucauseIhadother

plans,heboughtyouandyouweresupposedto

workfortheclubwhilelivingnormallywithoutbeing

caved,weprovidealuxuriouslifeforthegirlswhile

theyservetheclubinallaspects,including



satisfyinghornymen,Iknowit'snotagood

businesstorun,butitallstartedinnocently,but

that'sastoryforanotherday....(sigh)...whenLowell

tookyououtoftheclubandsentyoutoschool,he

diditwithoutmyknowledge,hewentbehindmy

back,hebrokeourpolicy,tomethen,youdidn't

meananything,youwerejustoneofthegirls,he

onceagainbetrayedmytrustandbrokeourbro

codeforpussy,andthat'snotthelastofit,totopit

alloff,heknockedupmywifeandmadeher

pregnant,forapermanentreminderofhisdisloyalty

anddisrespecthehasforme,that'swhenIlostit,

becauseofthekindofpersonIam,Idon'tlike

talkingmuch,Ipreferdoinguntoothersashowthey

dountome,asyourBiblesays,treatotherstheway

you'dliketobetreated?That'swhatIdidforLowell,

Itreatedhimthewayhetreatedhim,sothatwe

wouldbecomeeven,hewasmadlyinlovewithyou,

soyoubecamemytarget,togetbackathim,the

planwastogetyouclosetome,untilyoutrustme

enoughtoopenuptome,whichwouldmakeit

easiertogetbetweenyourlegs.....



Hesighsandlooksatmeastwoteardropsescape

hiseyesbuthequicklywipesthemofflookingaway

fromme

Him:"whenItookyoutoCapeTown,Ihadamission,

Ihadalreadyplantedhiddencamerasalloverthe

house,includingyourbedroomandbathroom,I

knewwhatwasgoingtogodown,Ithenputthe

videosofyouandIfuckingtogetherwiththevideos

ofLowellandLulamafucking,thenIsentthevideo

tohim,thatwasmywayofshowinghimIknew

everythingallalongandwewerenoweven,thenext

dayhecametomyplacewehadthatfightandhe

shotme,whenIregainedconsciousnessatthe

hospitalIaskedthemtoreportmedead,myfamily

thoughttheysawadeadbody,buttheysawa

sleepingbodyIwasinjectedtomakemyvitals

functionreallyslowsothatitlookedlikeIwasn't

breathing,fakingmydeathwastomakeLowell

sufferfromguiltfromeverythinghe'sdone,buthe

didn'tinsteadhe'sbeenusingtheopportunityto

carryonfuckingmywidowpregnantwife....

Helooksatme



Him:"that'swhenIrealizedhewasn'ttheone

sufferingneitherdidmyfamilysufferthatmuch,

notevenmysocalledwife,theyallfeltpainand

mournedmydeath...butIhadtoshowmyselfwhen

Irealizedthatyouweretheonesuffering,morethan

thepeopleIwantedtosuffer,youtheonewho

sufferedthemostandIknowitwasn'tbecauseof

mydeath,you'vebeensufferingyourwholelife,but

mystupidrevengeaddedtothepainthatyou

alreadyhadthat'swhenyoureachedyourbreaking

point....

Hesighsasifhejusttookaloadoffhisshoulders.

(Silence)

Helooksatme

Him:"please,saysomething"

Itaketheasthmapumpnexttomeandinhalefour

timesasmybreathinggetsbacktonormal.Words

can'tdescribethewayIfeelrightnow,nowI

understandmydream,itdidn'tplayoutliketheway

Idreamtit,butthepainIfelt,itwastheexactpain

alloveragain.Thisiswhatmydreammeant,itwas



awarning,awarningtostayawayfromthisman,

whenIheardthesoothingvoiceforthefirsttime,I

should'veranfarawayfromitaspossible,butit

followedme,andIwelcomedit,eventhoughIknew

theconsequences,whenhesaidhedidn'twantto

hurtmeinthedream,Ididn'tthinkitwouldbelike

this....

Him:"Amahle?"

Me:"I..I...yyou...

HetouchesmyhandIlookatitthenIyankitoff

Me:"I...youusedme?"

Iopenmymouthtosaymorebutwordsfailme

Him:....

Me:"eeeverythingwasjustagametoyou....annndI

wasyourweapon..."

Helooksintomyeyeswithredtearyeyesthen

looksdown

Igetupfromthebed

Him:"IcamebackcauseIcouldn'twatchyousuffer



likethatanymore,ithurtmeverydeeply,andthat's

whenIknewforsure,that,I'veneverfeltlikethisfor

anyone,youtriggeredsomethinginmeIndy,andI

camebackcauseIwanttotrythisout,Iguesswhat

I'mtryingtosayis...I'minlovewith....

Me:"shutup,don'tsayit"

Heshutshismouth

Me:"tttellDerektotakemehome"

Him:"waitIndy,don'tgo,please,Ididn'tknowwe'd

havesomuchchemistry,Ididn'tknowhowIfelt

aboutyou,I'msorry,please,youhaveto

understand....

Me:"stop!Please,juststoptalking,I'veheardmore

thanenough,andyouknowwhatNoah,

congratulations,youwonyourrevengeoveryour

brother,welldone,youdidgood...I'mgladthatI

couldbeofhelp,please...canIgonow"

Hegetsupstandingclosetome

Him:"I'msosorry"

Iwatchastearsrundownhisface



Me:"IwishIcouldtakebackeverything,I'mso

stupid,I'mthedumbestpersonever,IthoughtIwas

smart,buttheNhlabathisprovedme

wrong....pleaseNoah,continuetorestinpeace,

causetome,youarenowdead....andthistime,I'll

acceptitandmoveon"

Heshakeshisheadandwrapshisarmsaroundme

holdingmetight

Itrytopushhimawaybuthe'stoostrong

Me:"leavemealone...Iwanttoleave,pleasetakeme

home....Now"

Heletsgoofmeandsearch'sintomyeyesas

thoughhe'slookingforsomething.

Heturnsandwalksaway,Ifollowbehindhimashe

instructsDerektotakemetomyapartment

Him:"pleasedon'ttellanyoneaboutmejustyet,I

onlyrevealedmyselfforyou"

IlookathimoncemorebeforeDerekdrivesoff.

Iwasbeingplayedallalong,bybothbrothers,wow,

whataneasygameIwas.



Ifeelmyeyessting,Inevershedasingletear.Not

thistime.IpushthembackasIclosemyeyesand

listentothecrushingsensationinmy

heart

Acallcomesthrough,Ipickitup

"Hey,Ijustwantedtoremindyouabouttomorrow"

Me:"yesLuca,I'llbethere,Ihaven'tforgotten"

"Okaythen,goodnight"

Me:"goodnight"

.

.

.

.

*******

"Heartscanbreak.Yes,heartscanbreak.

SometimesIthinkitwouldbebetterifwediedwhen

theydid,butwedon’t"(StephenKing)

*******
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Idecidedtopackmybagsleavebeforehecame

backfromwork,IcalledanUbertodropmeoffata

hotelwhereI'llstayuntiltomorrowwhenIgetaflat

tostayin.Iwithdrewalotofmoneysothat

whenhenoticesI'mgonehewon'tblock

mycardI'llalreadyhavemoneyonthe



side.

OhGodIhopehedoesn'tcomeafterme.

Itossandturninbed,Ican'tshakethatdreamfrom

mymind.

ItakemyphoneandscrolldowntoMenzi'snumber.

AfterstaringatitforawhileIfinallydecidetocallit

"Hello?"

Hisvoicehitshomeastearsescapethecornerof

myeyes

"Hello?Isanyonethere?Ubanilo?"

(Who'sthis)

Me(sniffs):"Menzi?"

(Silence)

Me:"Menzi,it'sme,Iwasjustcheckinguponyou"

"I'msorrybutdoweknoweachother?"

Me:"it'smeThandile,themotherofourchild"

"NoI'msorrybutmysonandIlostthatwoman

monthsago,sheabandonedusforarichmanand



toldustoforgetabouther,soIdon'tknowwhoyou

are,I'msorry,wrongnumber,bye"

Hehangsup,IcovermyfaceasItrytocontrolmy

tearsbutIfail.

MyphoneringsIquicklytakeitthinkingitMenzibut

myheartliterallystopswhenIseeReid'spicture

popup

Iignoreit,aWhatsAppmessagecomesin

(Reid):"youcanrun,butyoucan'thide,soIsuggest

youcomebackhomebeforeIfindyou,sleepwellin

thatcomfortablehotelbed"

AgaspescapesmymouthasIswitchoffthephone

completely

Myheartpoundingfastandloudlyagainstmychest

asIfearthethoughtofwhathe'sgoingtodotome

whenhefindsme.

.

.

.



.

Lowell

.

.

.

I'malreadyattheofficegettingworkdone,mymind

isjustdullandblank,itseemslikeIlostmy

creativity,Ijustcan'tseemtocomeupwith

breathtakingdesignideaslikeIusedto.

IfindmyselfthinkingaboutthedayIshotNoah,I

didn'tevenaimforthe

heart,whydidhehavetobesoweak?

Evenmomsurvivedabulletonhertummy,one

bulletonthewaistandhedies?Hediedtooeasily

honestly,sometimesIfeellikehewould'vesurvived

ifthedoctorsdidtheirbest,didtheyeventryto

savehim?

Me:"okayteam,that'senoughfortoday,Icansee

wenotgettinganywherewiththis,we'llcontinue

fromMonday,everyonegohomeandrest,butnot



toomuchbrainstormthoseideasandbecreative"

Theyagreewithme

Me:"thankyou,meetingadjourned"

Theymaketheirwayout,Ialsopackmythingsand

headout

Idrivetotheairport

Iparkmycarandheadinsidebythewaitingarea

andsitbythechairsit'snotthatbusytodaysoit

won'tbehardtospother

ItakemyphoneandlogintoWhatsApp

(Me):"Ihopeyounottoobusytonight,Ihavea

surpriseforyou"

Afterafewminutesshereplies

(Babe ):"Lucainvitedmeformoviesthis

afternoonbutI'llbebackearlyaroundsixorseven"

(Me):"okaythat'scool,thesurprisecanwaitfor

tomorrow,havefunbabe"

(Babe ):"okay,butweneedtotalk"



IfrownasItrytothinkwhatdoweneedtotalk

about

(Me):"aboutwhatbaby?"

(Babe ):"abouteverything"

(Me):"youscaringme,areyouokay?"

(Babe):"noI'mnotokay,we'lltalkwhenwemeet,

bye"

Shelogsoff.

Myheartrateincreasesatthethoughtsofwhat

she'dwanttotalkabout,IhopeLulamahasnothing

aboutthissuddenbehavior,shesoundedverybitter

lastnightwhenIputheroff.

"Lowell!?"

Ilookupather.Thatcan'tbeher,shelooks,

different,myeyesscanherfrom

hersmoothshinylegsuptoherwidenedhips,her

mediumwaist,herlightskinisglowingandshehas

longhairtiedinaponytail,shelookswellfed.

Shewavesatmesmiling,Ismilebackas



Igetupandwalkuptoher,shewalks

fastertowardsmepullingherbags

WemeethalfwayandshareahugasIpickherupa

littleandshegigglesinexcitement

Weletgoofeachotherafterawhile

Me(smiling):"wow,wouldyoulookatyou,youlook

good"

Presh(smiles):"thankyouIwaswelltakencareof"

Me:"Iseethat,letmegetyourbags"

Itakeonebagwhileshedragstheotherandwe

walktothecar.

Iputherbagsinthebootandwedriveoff

Presh:"ohmygoshIcan'twaittoseeAmahle,I've

missedhersomuch"

Me:"she'smissedyoutoo,althoughshe'sbeen

goingthroughalotlatelysoyoumightseeabitof

changewithher"

Presh:"oh?Ithoughtyou'vebeentakinggoodcare

ofherastheloveofherlife"



Me:"Icanonlydosomuch"

Presh:"doessheknow?"

Me:"about?"

Presh:"aboutus?"

Iglanceatherthenfocusbackontheroad

Me:"No,andpleaseletitstaythatway"

Shesighsinrelief

Presh:"IalsohopeitstaysthatwaycauseIwasnot

myselfanditonlyhappenedonce"

Me:"yeah"

Presh:"besides,Justinisthebestboyfriendinthe

world"

Ilookather

Me:"youandJustin?"

ShesmilesasIturnbacktotheroad

Pesh:"yeap,afterspendingthesesummerholidays

withAmahleI'mflyingbacktoEngland,Istarted

schoolandJustinhasbeenthebestsupportever,



I'mveryhappyinLondon,it'sabeautifulplaceto

makealivingwithfriendlypeopleandawesome

placestovisit"

Ilookather,sheseemsreallyhappy

Me:"seemslikeyouveryhappy"

Presh:"Ifeellikethat'swhereIbelong"

Me:"Isee,you'veevenpickedupanaccent"

Shelaughsoutloud

Presh:"ohplease,there'snoaccenthere"

Me:"youjustdiditagain"

Presh(laughing):"mxmwhatever"

AfterawhileIparkoutsideahotel

Presh:"whatwedoingatahotel?"

Me:"justfortonight,Amahleisoutwithherfriends

soshemightbebacklate,she'llseeyoutomorrow"

Presh:"No,don'tyouhaveaccesstoherplace?"

Me:"Ido"

Presh:"thenit'sfine,justdropmeoffather



apartment,thenwhenshecomesbackshe'llfind

merelaxedonhercouch,(smileswidely)she'llbeso

surprised"

Me:"that'sactuallynotabadidea"

IstartthecarandwedriveofftoBraam

.

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

.

Lawyer:"areyousurethat'swhatyouwant?"

Me:"yes,he'ssure,that'swhathewants"

HelooksatmethenbackattheveryweakMuzi

Henods



Muzi(whispers):"yes"

Lawyer:"youwanthertohaveeverythingofyours,

includingyourbusinesses?"

HelooksatmeandImaintainaseriousface

Thelawyerlooksatme,Ismile

Lawyer:"okaythisisaverybigdecision,uhm,I'dlike

totalktohimalonepleaseifyoudon'tmind?"

Me:"lokhuofunauk'kushokumnyeniwam

ungakushonakumina"

(Whateveryouhavetosaytomyhusbandyoucan

alsosayittome)

Lawyer:"thisisaprivateandpersonalmatterI'm

sorrybutIcannotdiscusstheseinfrontofyou,or

wecanjustleavethewillasitis"

Istandupandgivehimawarninglookbefore

headingoutofthebedroomandmakemyway

downstairstocontinuewithcooking.

Muziisverysickandhewilldieanytimesoon,butI

can'tlethimdieandleavemewithnothing,Ididnot

makeallthosesacrificesfornothing,hewillleave



everythingtome,andIwillliveagoodabusefree

andverywealthylife.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Lucajustfetchedmefromtheapartmentandwe

nowdrivingtohisplace.

Luca:"howyoufeelingtoday?"

Me:"I'mfeelingokayIguess"

Luca:"youdidn'tsoundokayoverthephone

yesterday"

Me:"iiitwasnnothing,yyoujustcalledmewhenI

wasinmyfeelings,thinking,aboutstuff"

Luca:"haveyoutriedseeingashrink?Ithinkitmight



helpyou"

Me:"Idon'tneedashrinkLuca"

Luca:"Idon'twanttoloseafriendtodepression

Amahle,youmaytrytohidethewhiskeyonyour

breathwithsweetsbutIknowaboutit,Ialsoknow

youcutyourself,it'snoteventhatdeepinthe

afternoonbutyoureyesareredandyouaretipsy,

youinadarkplaceandyounotlettinganyonein,I

wishyoucouldjusttalktomeandstoppushingme

away"

TearsthreatenmyeyesbutIblinkthemaway

Luca:"doyoueveneat?It'snothealthytobe

drinkingsomuchalcoholwhilesmokingweedand

noteatanything,youwilldieAmahle,andyoustill

veryyoungtodie,youhavesuchabrightfuture,

pleasestopwastingitlikethis,yougoingtoregret

it"

Whydoeshepaysomuchattentiontome?Can'tI

everdoanythingwithouthimfindingoutaboutit?

Me(angrily):"dddon'tjudgeme,don'tdothat"



Luca:"I'mnotjudgingyouMahleI'mjustvery

concernedabout....

Me:"stop!Pleasejuststop,takemeback"

Luca:"comeonwe....

Me:"takemebackLuca"

Luca:"No,IpromiseIwon'thavethisconversation

withyouagain,okay?"

Me(sighs):"okay"

Heputsonsomegoodmusicforcingmetosing

alongwithhimbutIrefuse,heendsupsinging

aloneandoutoftunecausingmetolaughathim

Me(laughing):"theconfidence!Youreallybelieve

youcansingdon'tyou?"

Luca:"Ican,whatdoyoumean?"

Me(laughing):"okay!Ifyousayso"

Hecontinuesscreamingwithhishoarsedeepvoice

Afterawhileweparkinfrontofabigbeautiful

mansionhouseit'saboutthreestorieswitha

rooftopandhasnicecars



parkedintheopengarage

Me:"wow,ththisisnotyourapartment,Irefuse!"

Luca:"ohnoIwish,thisismyUncle'splace,Iasked

ifwecouldusetheircinemaroom,theyalsohavea

gameroomandabar,sowefreetoenjoy

ourselves"

Isquintmyeyesathim

Me:"wwasthisatricktomakememeetyour

Aunty?"

Luca:"notentirely,Igenuinelywantedustocome

watchamovieattheirplacecauseitscool,but

havingalittletalkwithLisawon'tbesobad"

Me:"arghIshould'veknown,whycan'tyoujust

respectmydecisionsLuca?

whydoyouwanttocontrolmylife?Wenoteven

related,howcomeyoudon'tknowwhentojustback

off?"

(Silence)

Helooksatmewithasternface,hisjawline

bustingoutashe'sclenchinghisteethangrily,



tryingtocontrolhisangerasifhe'sabouttoshout

atme

Luca(clenchedteeth):"youknowwhat?"

Hesighs

Luca:"I'mnotgoingtotakeyourlittletantrumtomy

heart,I'veseenLisaperformmiracles,andsince

youtoldmeI'mlikeabrothertoyou,thenabrother

I'llbe,andasmysisterI'mnotjustgoingtowatch

youslowlykillingyourselfinfrontofmyeyes,you

aregoingtotalktoLisaandshe'sgoingtohelpyou

solvewhateverissuesyougotgoingon,nowshut

yourmouthandstopwithyoustinkingattitude,it

doesn'tmakeyoulookattractiveatallinfactyou

veryuglywhenyouhavethatbratassattitude,get

outofmycar,wegoingtotalktoLisaandwatchthe

movieandwegoingtohavealotoffunwhetheryou

likeitornot,areweclear?"

Theauthorityinhistoneiscommandingwhich

raisesabitoffearinmeofwhat

elsehecouldbecapableofashelooksatmeasif

he'sabouttostranglethelifeoutofme,I'venever



seenhimlikethisbefore

Luca(clenchedteeth):"I..said..are..we..clear?"

Me(nodding):"yeah,yesweclear"

Hesighsandsmilesgettingbacktohisnormalself

Luca(smiling):"good,let'sgetinskat"

Iopenthedoorandweheadtothehouse.He

pressesabuttonthenaringingphonegoesonfora

while

"Hello?"

Me:"Malumzopenup"(uncle)

"OhhokayI'llberightdown"

Hehangsup,afterawhilethedoorisopenedaswe

walkin

IfeellikeIjustwalkedintoroyaltyit'ssobigand

verycleanandneat

Man:"heyguys,howyoudoing?"

Luca:"wegood"

Me(awkwardly):"yeah,wegood"



Abeautifulwomancomestowardsusfrombehind

himcarryingababy

Woman:"ohmytheyhere,please,thisway"

Theyleadustotheloungemyeyescan'thelpbut

wonderaround

Wesitonthecouch

Luca:"uhmAuntyLisa,UncleQuinton,thisis

Amahlemyfriend"

Quinton(smirks):"mmhyourfriendhuh?"

Luca:"comeonnow,wejustfriends,bestfriends

actually"

Quinton:"yourAuntwasalsooncejustmy

"bestfriend",nowwemarriedwithasoccerteamof

babies"

IlaughasLisamakesboredfacesrollinghereyes

Lisa:"thisoneandhertwinareourlastonesthough,

nomorebabiesafterthis,I'mtired"

Quinton:"that'swhatshesaidwithourthirdborn

nowwehavesevenkids"



Weburstintolaughter,shealsolaughsatherself

shakingherhead,thebabyalsolaugh,lookslikea

oneyearold

Luca:"wherearemylittleminionsanyway?"

Lisa:"theyintheirplayroom"

Quinton:"letmecallthem"

Lisa:"Nono,whyyougottadothatbro,youknow

howyourkidsare,LucaandAmahlewon'tevenget

achancetowatchthatmovieinpeacecausethey'll

bestuckonthem"

Amahle:"Idddon'tmind,Ilovekids"

Lisa:"okay,butwe'llcallthemlaterrightnowwestill

talking"

Quinton:"Idon'tknowwhatshe'stalkingabout,my

kidsarethemostwellbehavedcreaturesinthe

world,theyaresuperquiet,havemannersandnever

crywhentheywantsomething"

"Mamamama!!!Boobybooby!!"

Lisa:"Ijustgaveyouabooby"



Thebabystartscryingshecoversherboobwitha

smallclothassheletsthebabysuck

Quintonhideshisfaceembarrassingly

Quinton:"WowSky,waytogoembarrassingme

aftermakingyoulookgood"

Welaughathim

Luca:"goodSkylarmaybehe'llstoplyingsomuch"

Lisa:"whydon'tyouguysgosortoutthefoodand

snackswhileAmahleandIgettoknoweachother"

Withoutwastinganytimetheguysleaveusalone.I

situpstartlingabitasher

eyesandnecklacestartglowing,whattheactual

fuckdidIjustsee?

Lisa:"don'tbescared,it'sjustawarning"

Me:"aboutwhat?"

Lisa:"aboutyou"

Myheartbeatincreasesasmytummygrowls

lookingintoherglowinggreenbeautifuleyes.....



.

.

.

*******

SometimesAngelsarejustordinarypeople,who

helpusbelieveinmiraclesagain"(unknown)

Tobecontinued
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Me:"yyoureyes"

Lisa:"Iknow"

Shelooksdownathersleepingbabywhostillhas

herboobinhermouth

Lisa:"please,followmeupstairs"

Shegetsup,Ireluctantlystandup,Ilookbackat

Lucawho'sinthekitchen,helooksatmeandgives

meareassuring

nodandawink.IcontinuetofollowLisatothelift,

ohboi,Ihatethisridewithallmyheart.Shegetsin

andIstandbythe

doorlookingather

Lisa:"getin"

Me:"cccanIttakethestairs?"

Shelaughs

Lisa:"okaywegoingtothethirdflooryou'llseeus



whenwegetthere"

Me:"okay"

TheliftclosesasIrunupthestairsuntilIgettothe

lastfloorandshegetsthereatthesametime

Lisa(smiling):"wow,thatwasfast,didyourun?"

Me(breathlessly):"yeah"

Welaughassheleadsthewaytotheroomwhere

sheputshersleepingbabynexttothecotofthe

othertwinsleepingbaby

Me:"yyyourbabiesaresocute"

Lisa:"thankyou,buttheyaresotroublesome"

Me:"doyouthinkyou'llstillhavemore?"

Lisa:"Idon'twanttobutifithappensithappens,I've

onlygivenbirththreetimes,I'llgiveitonemoretime

thenIcanclosemytubescausemyhusband

doesn'tlikeprotectionandhedoesn'tshootblanks

neitherdoeshemiss,soonemoremaybetwoyears

laterthenI'mdone"

Me(laughs):"wow,whatifit'stwinsagain?"



Lisa(laughing):"evenbetter,twoinonepain,I've

alwayswantedabigfamilycauseIneverhadany

siblingsgrowingup,itwasreallyboringbeingthe

onlychild,somykidsdon'thavetoworryabout

that"

Me:"Isee,IwishIcouldsayI'lldothesame,but....

Lisa:"come,let'sgotomyspecialroom"

Sheleadsthewayandsheopensthe

dooraswemakeourwayinside.

It'sreallybeautifuleverythingislimemixedwith

darkgreenithasbeautifulgreenplantsandavery

bigpaintingframeonthewallofaforest,ithasa

verycalmingandearthyaura

Sheclosesthecurtainsanditbecomesverydark,

wesitdownonthecouchlikelookingspongeson

thefloorshetakesofhernecklaceandputsitinthe

middleofusthenitstartsglowinggreen

Lisa:"Amahle,letmeprayforyou"

Shereachesformyhands,Itakeherhandsinto

mineandclosemyeyesassheprays



Lisa:"LordThisismyprayerforyourdearchild

Amahle,thattheLordwillmakeawayforherwhere

thereseemstobenoway.Shewillwalkonthe

highwayofgreatness.Insteadofcurses,sheshall

begreatlyblessed.Herlittleeffortswillyieldgreat

resultsandhermouthshallalwaysbefilledwith

songsofvictory,WhentheLordturnedaroundthe

captivityofthecaptive,theywerelikethemthat

dreamed.DearLord,mayyouturnaroundthe

captivityofthisgoodsoulofyoursandgivehera

newsong.Asongofvictory,asongoftriumph.It

shallbewellwithyoubyherside,AstheLord

rememberedHannahandopenedherwomb,the

Lordwillrememberyou,Amahleforgood.Hewill

causeHisfacetoshineuponyou.Hewillquickly

ariseforyourhelpandallyourpastpainswillbe

forgotteninJesusmightyname.Amen."

Me(tearfully):"Amen"

Weopenoureyes,shereachesformyfaceand

wipesmytearswithherthumb

Lisa:"you'vebeenthroughsomuchpainand

suffering,andyouarestillgoingthroughit,andI



hatetosaythisbutyoustillaretogothroughit,but

nottoworry,troublesdon'tlastforever,thereislight

foryouattheendofthetunnel,theworstisyetto

cometoanend,Godhasamessageforyou

Amahle,Ineedyoutolistenverycarefully,withan

openheartandanopenmind,okay?"

Inod

Me:"okay"

Lisa:"butbeforeItellyouhismessage,Ineedto

firstrevealsomethingaboutyou,youhavebeen

havingweirdnightmares?"

Inod

Lisa:"andit'sthesamenightmareoverandover

again,everytimeyouhavethisnightmareorwhen

yougoonyourperiod,youexperienceseverepains

asifyourinsidesareburning"

Me:"hhhowdidyouknow?"

Lisa:"Ihaveagift,andI'dliketouseitonyoucause

ifIdon't,Imightnevergetapeacefulnightsleep

untilyougetoneandyoucanonlygetoneifIhelp



youorwhenyoudie"

Me:"okay,continue"

Lisa:"explainingtoyouinwordsmightmakeyou

thinkmaybesomeonetoldmethisinformation

aboutyou,butinsteadI'dliketoshowyou,show

youwhyyouexperiencingallthatpaininyour

womb,whyyoucan'thavekidsandwhatyour

nightmaresmean"

Shelooksatherdiamondsastheglowfromher

eyesconnectswiththediamondsthentheystart

spinningaround,theystartoffslowbeforespinning

veryfast.

Whatkindofspiritualwitchcraftisthis?

IsGoddoingthis?I'veneverseenanythinglikeit

beforeandI'mstartingtofeelveryscared.

Thediamondsstopspinningandbecomestill,while

ontheair

Lisa:"lookthere,you'llseeeverything"

Ilookatthebigpaintingonthewallastheglow

fromthediamondsshinesonitanditshowsmemy



homebackinZululand....

.

.

.

.

Thandile

.

.

.

IjustcheckedoutofthehoteltheUberisnow

takingmetoasangomathatIsearchedforonline.I

havetoactfastbeforeReidgetstomeIneedtobe

spirituallyprotectedsothatevenifhefindsmehe

won'tbeabletoharmmeusingthesnake.

Driver:"uthiuyobonananesangoma?"

(yousayyouareyougoingtoseeasangoma?)

Me:"yes,I'minbigtroubleandIneedhelp"

Driver:"doyouknowthesangomayougoingto?"



Me:'notreallyIjustsearchedontheinternet"

Driver:"ohyoucan'ttrustthoseones,Iknow

someone,he'sreallystrong"

Me:"pleasetakemetohim"

Driver:"withpleasure"

Hedrivesuntilwereachsometownship

anddropsmeinfrontofanicehouse.

It'sareasonablybighouse.

Me:"ngiyabonga,ngizothingicelabani?"

(Thankyou,whoshouldIsayI'mlookingfor?)

Driver:"ubabuGumede"

Me:"okay"

Ihandhimhismoneythankinghimonelasttime

beforeheadinginside

.

.

.



Amahle

.

.

.

WewatchasIseemymothersittingonherbedin

themiddleofthenightstrugglingtosleep,

somethingisbotheringher,shegetsupfrombed

and

getsdressedwarmlybeforewalkingto

Thulile'sbedroomwakingherup

Thulile(irritated):"mhmhmh,yiniebusuku

kangaka?"

(Whatisit,solateinthenight?)

Mom(Whispers)yeywena!Awuvukemarn"

(Hey!Wakeup)

Thulile:"mah?Yiniindaba?"

(Mom?What'sup?)

Mom:"sheshagqoka"



(Hurryandgetdressed)

Shesitsupandrubshereyes

Thulile(confused):"siyaphi?"

(Whereareweoffto?)

Mom:"uzobonaphambili"

(You'llseewhenwegetthere)

Shegetsup

Thulile:"uThandileyena?"

(WhataboutThandile?)

Mom:"shiyalowo,asambe!"

(Leavethatone,letgo!)

Theywalkinthedarkthroughsteephills

passingreallyscarypaths,myheartbeatsinfear

forthem,wherearetheygoingsolate,theygoingto

gethurtorkilled.

Theyfinallyarriveatsomeuglyhauntedlookinghut,

nowaythat'sthewitchesplace,I'veheardstories

aboutthatplace



nooneisevertogothere,they'vetriedtoburnthat

witchandtheyfailed,she'sthemostpowerfulinour

villagetheycallherSaqwithi,whywouldmombring

Thulilehere?Ihopetheynotgoingtohurther,oh

myGodIcannotwatch.

Theymaketheirwayinside

Mom:"ahhthokozagogo"

"Ndingugogominakuwenamawungibhekile?"

(DoIlooklikeagranny,whenyoutakeagoodlook

atme?)

Mom:"awungiyaxolisa"

(OhI'msorry)

"Nizothakathabani,nafikangobusuku?"

(Whoareyoucomingtobewitchsolateatnight?)

Mom:"imayelanenenganeyamuAmahle"

(It'saboutmychildAmahle)

"Kwenzenjani?"



(What'sthematter?)

Mom:"ngifunaukumvalaisibheletho"

(Iwanttoblockherwomb)

Thulile:"Mah!?"

Mom:"Thula"

(Shutup)

Mom:"ngifunainkosimayizamaukumithisa

angamithi,mayihlulekaukumitha,ngiyazukuthi

uzofunaomunyeunkosikazi"

(Iwantthekingtonotbeabletogetherpregnant,I

knowifshecan'tfallpregnant,he'llwantanother

wife)

Mom:"ngifunaukumnikawenasaqhwithiomkhulu,

ungenzananomayinioyifunayongaye,umhlatshelo

wamlowokuwe,umanjeungezaminanamawele

amisiphumelele,futhiuThulileashadenenkosi,

suphumeenhluphekweni"

(Iwantyoutohavehersaqhwithi,youcandoas

youpleasewithher,sheismysacrificetoyou,allI

wantinreturnissuccessandaluxuriouslifewith



mytwingirls,IwantThuliletomarrytheking,and

weshouldbreakthroughthelifeofsuffering)

Thulile:"Mah!AwukwaziukwenzalokhukuAmahle,

Chamahangeke!"

(Mom!Youcan'tdothistoAmahle,Nomom,you

can't!)

SheturnsintoasnakescaringoffThuliletokeep

hermouthshutblockinghervoiceandwarningher.

Mom:"siyaxolisasaqhwithiomkhulu,celasiqubeke"

(Weapologisemightysaqhwithi,pleaselet's

continue)

Thesnakedisappears

"Uyaziukuthilomhlatsheloumkhulukangakanani?"

(Areyouawareofhowbigyoursacrificeis?)

Mom:"yebongiyazi"

(YesI'maware)

"Futhimasengiwuwamkelileangekeuphinde

ukwaziukujikisaisiqalekiso"



(AndonceI'veacceptedthesacrifice,youcannever

reversethecurse"

Mom:"yebongiyakwazinalokho"

(Yes,I'mawareofthattoo)

"Ngiyawamulelake"

(Iacceptthesacrifice)

Shecomescloserasherheadbecomesclearer

awayfromthedark.

Herfaceiscoveredbyherbigblackhood.

Shemixesherbones,shepourssomeblack

powdersinthembeforeshakingthem

Shethrowsthemonthegroundandtheysetonfire.

"Sengiyamfihlakemanje,ngimfihlelaabaphansi

bakuboukuthibangamboni"

(I'mnowhidingher,hidingherawayfromher

ancestors,forthemtonotrecognizeher)

Shemakesweirdsoundsshakingherbody.Her

eyeslockwithThulileshefrozeasshe'sspooked

out,theylooklikeeyesofasnake!Shehissesand



hertongueslipsoutjustlikeasnake.

Icantellshewantstorunbutshe'sfrozen,asshe

juststaresatThulile

"Inkosi,izothandananedodakaziyakho,izimali

zizozangamawalalaemziniwakaMbokazi,kodwa,

umaufunaukuthileyompiloihlalekanjaloisikhathi

eside,kumele,masezalainganeyakheyokuqala

nenkosiuThulile,ayilethelakumina,ngizoyifunza

inyokayam,ihliziyoyayongizobophangayo

ubugwilibenu"

(Thekingwillfallinlovewithyourdaughter,money

willcometoyouinmultplesoverflowing,butifyou

wantthatlifetolast,whenThulilegivesbirthtoher

firstbaby,sheneedstosacrificeitformetofeed

mysnakeandtieit'shearttogetherwithyourriches)

Nonothiscan'tbehappingshehastochangeher

mind,shecan'tdothistome,she'ssupposedtobe

mymother,whyaretheydoingthistome

Thewitchlooksbackatherburningbonesandthe

firejustturnedintoablazingbrightredcolor.She

looksshockedtoseethis



Mom:"kwenzenjani?"

(What'sthematter?)

"OngathiizinyanyazikaAmahleziyalwa"

(ItlooksasthoughAmahle'sancestorsarefighting

forher"

"Ziyamfuna,zimkhusele"

(Theywanther,theyprotectingher)

Mom(eyeswidened):"kanjani?Awukwaziukulwa

nazo?"

(Howcome?Can'tyoufightwiththem?)

Sheshakesherhead

"Imakancane"

(Waitaminute)

Shegoesbacktothedarksideoftheroom,she

comesbackcarryingsomething.

Shepoursitonthebonesthefirebecomesbigger,

shepoursmoreanditchangesbacktothenormal

orangecolor.



"KuzobanzimaukuqalekisauAmahle,kodwaayikho

intoehlulausaqwithi"

(It'sgoingtobehardtocurseAmahle,butthere's

nothingthatdefeatssaqwithi)

Mom:"mawukuthiabaphansibamvikelangempela

kuzothiwani?"

(Iftheancestorsreallyfightforher,whatwill

happen?)

"Kuzomeleuhlatsheleenyeintonomaumuntu,

kuzomelengimyekeuAmahle"

(Youwillhavetosacrificesomethingelseor

someoneelse,andletgoofAmahle)

"Kodwakhululeka,mina,kadengangiyenzalento,

ayikhointoehlulausaqwithi"

(Butnottoworry,I'vebeendoingthisforalongtime

now,nothingdefeatssaqwithi)

"Kumbula,angekeukwaziukujikisaisiqalekiso

nomaumhlatshelo,seningahamba"

(Remember,youcannotreverseacurseora

sacrifice...youcanleavenow)



Momclapsherhandsrespectfullyastheygetup

andleave,Thulilehasasmirkplasteredacrossher

face.

Asifshe'shappyaboutwhatjusthappened.

*******

Thediamondsfalltothegroundandstopglowing

sodohereyesassheblinksasthoughtheyhurt

Shesighsandlooksatme

Lisa:"yahneh"

I'mlostforwords,Idon'tknowhowtoreactIfeelso

hurtandbetrayed,thisexplainseverything,tears

cometomyeyesasthepaininmyheartistoo

muchtobare

.

.

.

Noah

.



.

.

I'msittingalonestaringattheblankwall

wonderingifImadetherightchoiceexposing

myselftoAmahle,willshebeabletokeepitto

herselfthatshesawme?I'mtemptedtokidnapher

again,justtoseeifshe'sokay,butIreallymessed

herup,Idon'tthinkshe'lleverforgiveme.Whathas

thisgirldonetome?She'sturningmeintoacry

baby,sincewhendoIcry?Foragirleven?Besides

mymother,that'stheonlywomanwho'severbeen

abletotouchmelikethat.IwishAmahlecould

understandmyreasonsandforgiveme,

Nessareallyfuckedmeup,I'vebeen

takingmypillsandfunnyenoughI'vestopped

thinkingabouthersomuch,butIdohavetogosee

herandbreakthingsoffwithherofficially,sothat

I'llbeabletomoveon,hopefullywithAmahleifshe

givesmeachance.

I'vebeenstayinginthishouseintheforestforquite



awhilenow,it'sdeepinthewoods,noonewould

everthinkoflookingforme,eveniftheydidthey'd

neverfindme.

IuseDerektogetmeeverythingIneed

AfewdoctorsatmyhospitalknowthatI'mstillalive,

Iworkfromhere,Ijustdo

paperworkmanagingthingsasI'vebeenreplaced

byanotherheartsurgeonat

thehospital.

I'vebeenkeepingacloseeyeoneveryonefromhere,

spyingonthemwiththehelpofmyguyswhodo

thingsformelikeDerek.

Aknockcomesfromthedoor,Igetmygunbefore

goingtoopenthedoor.

Reid:"heyboss"

Me:"Reid,comein"

Hemakeshiswayinsideandwesitbythecouch,I

putmygunonthetable

Reid:"Ihavebadnews"



Me:"about?"

Reid:"aboutyourgirl"

Isitupasmyheartpanicsabit

Me:"Amahle?Whathappened?Who'sresponsible?"

Reid:"yourwidowwifewantsmetokillher"

Me:"what?"

Reid:"Irefusedofcause,Iwould'vekilledherfor

askingmesuchaboutyouwomanbutsinceshe's

alsoaNhlabathiwomanIcan't"

Me:"fuck,I'mgonnafuckthisgirlupIswear,keepa

closeeyeonherReid,nofunnybusinessfromher,

hackherphone,hercar,monitorhereverymove

andinteraction,ifshetriestostrikeAmahle,bring

hertome,I'llhandleher"

Reid:"I'malreadyaheadofyouboss,she's

monitored"

Me:"good"

.

.



Amahle

.

.

Me:"whwhatdoesthisallmean,mymotherand

Thulilebewitchedme?"

Lisa:"thediamondsneverlie,yesthatistrue

Amahle,theybewitchedyou,thatiswhyyou've

beenhavingthesenightmares,theymarriedyouoff

toasnake"

Me:"it'sbeensleepingwithmeinmydreams"

Lisa:"yes,it'sbeenslowlydamagingyourwomb,it's

thecauseofyourinternalpaininyourwomband

nightmaresandyou'llneverfindhappinessaslong

asyoustillmarriedtoit....

Me:"whatcanIdotogetridofit?"

Lisa:"answeryourcallingbabe,youhavean

ancestralcalling,inyourdreams,yourfatheris

alwayscallingyoutogotohimtowardstheriver,

butyoualwaysrefuseandchoosetoruntowards

thesnake,causeyoudon'twanttobelievein



ancestors"

Ancestralcalling?Nothatcan'tbetrue,notme,this

isnothappeningtome,whatdoesitwantfromme.

Idon'twantitit'sagainstmyreligion.

Me:"I'machristian,IbelieveinJesusIfyoubelieve

inancestorsyoucannotbelieveinJesusbecause

theBiblesaysthosewhohavediedhavenoportion

inthosewholive.Withusifyouarecalledbyyour

ancestorsitmeansthedeaddohaveaportionin

you.Thesethingscontradict.thereforeIcannotlet

thedeadtohaveaportionwithme"

Sheshakesherheadindisagreement

Lisa:"girl,I'monehundredpercentchristianandyes

Idoreadthebible,Ijustreaditforthemiraculous

storieswiththelifelessonssoIcantellmykids

howJesusperformedmiraclesandwhyweshould

believeinhim.ButIdonotbelieveinthebible

wholeheartedlyasIfeellikesomethingshavebeen

changedinaway,yesit'stheretoteachusandall

butmybeliefisintheAlmightyGod,Ibelieveinhim

firstbeforeIbelievethebible,thebiblehasnever



doneanythingformetobehonest,it'sjustabook,

theoneIprayedtowhenthingsgottoughforme

andheputmeoutofimpossiblesituationsisthe

oneItrustandhetalkstomeallthetime,thesame

wayhetalkedtoallthosepeopleinthebible,now

letmeaskyouasimplequestion,didJesusnot

die?"

Me:"hedidbut....

Lisa:"sshhhokaythat'sallIwanted,yesyouare

correctJesusdied,hediedforus,thenherose

again,right?"

Me:"yes"

Lisa:"haveyoueverseenJesuswithyournakedeye

eversinceherose?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No"

Lisa:"why,becauseheroseasaspirit,heisno

longervisibletothelivingcausehedied,butnow

he'saspiritalivingspiritthatwatchesoverus,

right?"



Me:"yes"

Lisa:"whathappenstoourpeople,normalhumans

likeuswhenwedie?"

Me:"ourspiritleavesourbodyandwegotoheaven,

orhell"

Lisa:"exactly,webecomespiritualbeingsandwe

arenowancestorstoourlivingfamiliesweleft

behind,webecometheirguardianangelsjustlike

Jesus,whetheryouchoosetocallitangel,spirit,

souls,ancestorsitallmeansthesamething,they

allservethesamepurpose,Justbecausemuslims

callGodAllah,doesn'tmeantheynotworshipping

thesameGodasus,theyare,theyjustgoaboutitin

adifferentway,sameasSangomas,justbecause

theytalktoancestorsandshowalotofrespectto

them,doesn'tmeantheydon'tservethesameGod

asus,theyjustgoaboutitdifferently,yousee,

traditionalhealersdon'tworshipancestorsNothey

usethemtogetthroughtoGod,theyprayforthings

fromancestors,andtheancestorsactasangles

right?MeaningtheyclosertoGod,andtheyopenup

awayfortheirmessagestogettoGod,andthen



Godsendsthemblessingsthroughtheancestors,

it'snottheancestorsthatblessus,it'sGod,doyou

knowwhohelpedmerealizemygift?"

Me:"who?"

Lisa:"myfather,mydeadfather,hecametome

throughdreams,heismyancestorswhohelpedme

acceptmycallingfromGodhimself,justlikehow

yourfather,whoisyourancestorsistryingtohelp

youacceptyourcalling,andifyoudon'tAmahle,it

won'tendwellforyou,Goddoesnotliketobe

ignored,youignorehim,youwillsufferthe

consequences"

Isighshakingmyhead,thisisallsonewtome,I

don'tknowwhattobelieve

Lisa:"it'sagiftAmahle,agoodgift,andallgood

giftscanonlycomefromtheLordGodyour

almightyFather.Thinkaboutit,I'mahealer,Ipray

toGoddirectlyformygifttoworksothatIcanhelp

changeotherpeople'slives,youwillcommunicate

withGodthroughyourancestorssothatyoucan

changepeople'slives,Sangomasarehealers,they



restorelifetopeople,theytakeawaypeople'spain,

theysolvepeople'slifeproblems,theyhelpprotect

peoplefromwitchcraftusedonthem,comeonnow,

youcan'ttellmethat'sanevilgiftthatcomesfrom

thedevil?

Evenpastorsvisitthemsecretlybecausetheyknow

thewonders,theyknowtheynoteviltheyjust

brainwashusstupidchristianssothatwedon'tget

toexperiencetheirwonderfulpowers.

Whenyouhavethatnightmareagain,chooseyour

father,yourfatherlovedyousomuchwhilehewas

stillalive,whywouldhehateyouandleadyouatray

whenhe'snowdead?He'sevenmorepowerfulnow

toprotectyouandgetridofthatsnake,I'llfindyou

someonewithyourgiftwhocanguideyouthrough

itall,it'salluptoyounowMahle,whatareyou

goingtodo?It'stimetomakeachoicewhichever

choiceyoumakewilleitherchangeyourlifeina

goodwayorthebadwaysochoosewiselycause

youdon'thavemuchtime"

.



.

.

********

"Lifeisaboutchoicesandchances,youmakea

choiceandtakeachance"(Author)

*******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,13:45] :Insert59

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•



•

•

IsighasItrytotakeineverythingshejustsaid

Lisa:"Iknowthisisalltoomuchforyou,andyou

stillveryyoungforthismuchconfusion"

Me:"dddoyoubbelieveinancestors?"

Lisa:"IbelieveinGodandIamaChristian,Idonot

practiceancestraltraditions,Isolemnlybelievethat

anythingandeverythingformecomesdirectlyfrom

God,Ibelievethatweallhaveguardianangelssent

byGodtoprotectusandifwepraythroughthe

nameofJesusweshallbehealedandrestored.But

justbecausethat'smybeliefandwayoflife,doesn't

meanthatit'sforeveryone,mypurposeistosave

livesandalsowinsoulsforGod.Andjustbecause

onedoesn'tbelieveinsomethingdoesn'tmeanthat

it'snotthereandit'snotreal.Idonotcriticisenor

doIjudgeotherpeople'sreligions

justbecauseIthinkmineissuperiorbecauseit

workedformeandmanyotherpeople,other

religionshaveworkedforotherpeopleandthey



havebeenhealedthroughthem.Toansweryour

questionthough,ifmycallingwastobeaSangoma,

thenIwould'vefollowedit,Godhasapurposeforall

ofusinthisworld,andthisoneisyoursAmahle,

remember,whatworksforyoumightnotworkfor

meviseversa,butweallpraytoacommonGod

whowantsthebestforus,he'llneverleadyou

astray,answeryourcallingandifyourlifedoesn't

changeforthebetter,comebackstraighttome,

causesomethingwouldbedefinitelyverywrong"

Me:"ccanIbeaSangomaandaChristianatthe

sametime?"

Lisa:"yestherearemanySangomaswhoare

christiansaswell,asIsaidwecanworshipthe

sameGod,butwehaveourownstyles,that'swhy

youfindthere'smanydifferenttypesofchurches

foronereligion,beingchristian,therearecatholics,

Jehovahwitnesses,Jewish,andmanymore,weall

dothingsdifferentlyandtheyworkforusandeach

ofusarecalledtodifferentpaths"

Me(sighs):"yyoumakereallyvalidpoints,Inever

vieweditthatway"



Lisa:"andmostsangomapeopleprefergoingto

churcheslikeZionandShembe,wherethingsare

doneveryafricanreligiouslike,theyspinaround,

beatdrumsandallowtraditionalmedicine,theyfuse

christianitywithAfricantraditionsit'sthosekindof

churchesthatwelcomeSangomaswithopenarms,

andyougettobefreethereinworshippingGod

withoutbeingJudgedthatyouarealsomixedwith

ancestors"

Me:"Isee,bbutjustimagineme,shoutingMakhosi,

smokingthatblackpowderstuff,makingthose

weirdsoundsandflippingmyeyes...it'sveryweird

andscary"

Shecovershermouthlaughing,Ialsolaugh

Lisa:"youwillgetusedtoit,besides,youmightnot

evenbethatkindofsangomathatyouthinking

maybeyou'llbeaprophetess,theonethatuses

candles,andprayersalongwithincenseand

traditionalmedicine"

Me:"I'llhavetothinkaboutthis,Imean,Ican'tjust

forgetabouteverythingI'veeverbelievedin?"



Lisa:"Iunderstand,butdon'ttaketoolong,don'tbe

ashamedaboutthisAmahle,Iheardyoustudying

medicinelikeLuca?"

Inod

Lisa:"andIalsoheardyouareverypassionate

aboutit?"

Me:"Iam"

Lisa:"yousee?Becauseit'syourcalling,it'sinyour

blood,that'swhyyouweresodrawntobeinga

doctorandsavingpeopleslives,nowyouhavethe

callingtohavethespiritualpowerstosavepeople's

livesAmahle,notonlyareyougoingtobea

qualifiedwesterndoctor,yougoingtobeaqualified

traditionaldoctoraswell,whenyoubusyoneday

thereinyourhospitalandwesternwaysarefailing

you,you'llhaveadeepereyetofixitspiritually,you

weredestinedtobeaheroMahle,youwerebornto

savelives"

Me:"Ihearyou"

Shesighsandgetsupgoingtopullopen



thecurtainsanditwasstillbrightoutside

Lisa:"I'vewastedalotofyourtime,youwere

supposedtobehangingoutwithLuca"

Istandup

Me:"it'sokay,there'sstilltime,yourgirltwinsare

probablyawake"

Lisa:"girls?OhnohoneyskylarandTylerareboys"

Me:"whaat?Ithoughttheyweregirls,theysooocute

theylooklikegirls"

Shelaughsaswemakeourwayout

Lisa:"theygetthatalot,theymyboys"

Wepasstheirroomtocheckonthem

Me:"ohmy,girlsaregoingtobeheartbrokenby

theseboys,theyaresoidentical,youcan'ttear

themapart"

Lisa:"hopefullythey'llbeliketheirmotherandbe

wellbehavedandnotbeplayersliketheirfather"

Me(laughing):"fffatherwasaplayer?"



Lisa:"yeahbackinhisdays,yohaishame,yahno"

Ilaughatherexpressionsasweheaddownthe

stairs,weheadstraighttothecinemaroomandfind

everyoneincludingthekidschillingthereand

talking

IsitnexttoLucaasLisasitsnexttoherhusband,I

greetthekidsastheyremindmetheirnamesand

thattheyremembermefromthevideocall

Kyle:"yeahyouthebeautifulgirlwhoisLucas's

girlfriend"

Wealllaughathim

Luca:"she'snotmygirlfriendshe'smyfriendman"

Kyle:"whatgenderisshe?"

Luca:"agirl"

Kyle:"andwhatisshetoyou?"

Luca:"myfriend"

Kyle:'putthosetwowordstogethertheymake?"

Luca(rollshiseyes):"girlfriend"



Kyle:"thankyou"

Weallburstintolaughterathissmartmouth

Quinton:"myGod,who'schildisthis?Hecantalk

yoh!"

Kyle:"ohpleasedaddy,weallknowyoucantalkfor

thewholeuniverse"

Quintonholdshischestinshockaswealllaughat

him

Lucalooksatmesmiling

Luca(softly):"howdiditgo?"

Me:"itwasokay"

Luca:"good,let'sstartthemoviethenshallwe?"

Me:"let'sdothat"

Hesmileslookingintomyeyesforawhilebefore

turningtothescreen

Luca:"okayguysshhhh,Amkhitha!Moveawayfrom

thescreenplease,wedon'twanttowatchyour

shadows"



ShegigglesrunningbacktohersisterRachel

Rae:"NooAmigositinmom'slap"

Lisa:"yeyidon'tinvolvemeinyourproblemsgirl

causeI'mout,lovebug,let'sgo"

Quinton:"ahhbutBub,themoviejuststarted"

Lisa:"ayibo,soyoudenyingtocomemakeourlast

bornbaby?"

Hequicklygetsup

Quinton:"latersuckers"

Hechasesafterherasshegigglesrunningfrom

him,weallfindourselveslaughingatthem

Luca:"finally,somepeaceandquiet,thosetwo

adultscantalk"

Me(laughing):"nnnowIseewhereyougetitfrom"

Hegaspspokingmysidesofmywaistwithhis

fingermakingmejumplaughing

Me:"stop!"

Luca:"sayyousorry"



Me(laughing):"I'msorry,I'msorry,stop!!"

Hestopsasheputshislegsontopofmemaking

himselfcomfortable,Ilookathimashehasasmirk

onhisfacethenlookathisfeet

Me:"uhmexcusemebrother?Wheredoyouthink

thisis?"

Heignoresmeashefixeshiseyestothemovies

whilepassingmethesnacks

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

I'monmywaytoasecretlocationtomeetupwith

myPI

IparkthecaroutsidethebuildingasIwaitforthe



person

AfterawhileIseehimwalkingtowardsthecar

Iunlockthedoorforhimtogetin

Him:"hey"

Me:"hi,yougotwhatIneed"

Him:"thesearehermedicalrecords"

Itaketheenvelopeandopenitlookingthroughher

medicalrecords

Lookslikeshe'sclean,there'snothingIcanuse

here.....wait

Me:"she'sinfertile?"

Him:"looksthatway"

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Me:"wowandLowelldoesn'tknow?"

Him:"I'mnotsure"

Me:"thewayhe'ssoinlove,Idon'tthinkhedoes,so

I'mgivingLowellsomethingshenevercan,maybeI

shouldexposetoherthatI'mcarryingherman's



baby"

Him:"won'tthatputyouintheriskofyourfamily

findingout?"

Me:"theywon'tfindoutfromme,ifshedecidesto

tellonthenshe'lljustbeendingherrelationship

withLowell,andshe'stoodesperateanddepended

onhimtoriskthat"

Him:"whatmakesyouthinkshe'sdesperate?Isshe

notstudyingmedicine?"

Me:"shecouldn'tleavehimwhenheliterallythrew

heroutinthestreets,shestillcameback"

Him:"thenshe'saverystupidgirl"

Me:"veryverystupid,Ioncekisseshermanrightin

frontofher,shestilldidn'tfighthim,shestayedand

believedhisstories"

Him:"howdidshequalifytostudymedicineagain?"

Ilaughoutloud

Me:"thequestionIkeepaskingmyself,she'safool

andshemakesittooeasyforLowelltocheatonher,

he'llforevertakeherforafool"



.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

IleftpreciousatAmahle'sapartmentearlierinthe

afternoonbeforecomingbacktotheoffice

Aknockcomesthroughthedoor

Me:"it'sopen!"

Thedooropensanddadgetsinwithhiswheelchair,

thewayhe'schangedmakes

meregretwhatIdidtohim,afterNoah'sdeathI

realizedhowI'vemessedmyownfamilyupjustto

getwhatIwant.

Atthattimeitseemedliketherightthingtodo,but

nowIjustfeellikeIwentabouteverythingthe



wrongway.

Dad:"heyson"

Me:"heydadhowareyou"

Dad:"I'mgoodthanksandyourself"

Me:"I'mokay,justheldhostagebywork"

Dad:"thisisnotaneasyjob,Iknow,thekeyistonot

doeverythingonyourown,letyourteamhelpand

givetheirideasachancetoo,Iknowyouthebest

butyoudon'tknowwhattheirideascouldbringto

thetable"

Me:"yeahyouright,it'sjustI'vebeenwinningso

manyclientswithmyideas

Iwasstartingtobelieveonlymydesignswork"

Dad:"that'sbeingselfish,letothersinaswell,they

areyourteamforareason,don'tbeaboss,bea

leader"

Me(sighs):"Ihearyou,sowhatbringsyouhere?"

Dad:"I'mstressed,andIhavenooneelsetotalkto"

Igetupandpushhimtowardsthecouches,asIsit



onthecouch

Me:"youwantaglassofwhiskey?"

Dad:"please"

Igetupandpourforusbeforesittingbackdown

Me:"what'sthematter?"

Dad:"yourmotherwantsadivorce"

IchokeonmydrinkasIcough

Me:"what!?"

Dad:"shealreadyfilledforthemafewmonthsback,

I'mnotreadytoloseher"

Me:"noonono,thiscan'tbehappening,Ithought

youwereworkingthingsout,Ithoughtshelikedthe

manyou'vechangedinto?"

Dad:"Ithoughtsotoo,andshehasn'tbeenshowing

anysignsofnotbeinginterestedinme,yeswe

weresad

causewestillmourningNoah,butitboughtus

closer,Idon'tknowwhathappened,maybeshewas

pretendingmaybeeverythingIeverputherthrough



isfinallycatchingupwithus"

Me:"didyouhither?"

Dad:"I'veneverlaidmyhandsonhersinceI've

cameoutofhospital,I'vebeentreatingherlikean

egg"

Hepressedhiseyestryingtoholdtheinhistears

thentakesadeepbreathandopenshiseyes

releasingonlyonetear

Thismannevercries,ever,sothatone

teardrop,istheweakestI'veeverseen

him.

Me:"haveyouguystriedcounseling?"

Dad:"shedoesn'twanttohearit,sheblamesmefor

Noah'sdeath"

Me:"what?How?"

Dad:"thatI'mtheonewhoexposedyouguystoa

dangerouslifesinceayoungage,andy'alldoillegal

thingsbecauseofme,I'vealwayslivedbythebullet,

andthatbullethasfinallycaughtupwithourkids,



shealmostdiedbythebullet,Noahdiedbythe

bullet,andit'sallme,she'llneverforgivemefor

that"

Me:"eish,thisisallamess"

Ilookdownandsiponmydrink

Dad:"butIalsohavegoodnews"

Ilookupathim

Dad:"I'mslowlyregainingmymemory"

Myheartrateincreases

Me:"really?"

Dad:"yeah,justpatchesofitthough,bitbybit"

Me:"whatdoyouremember?"

Dad:"picturesofthenightofmyaccidentareslowly

coming,buttheynotclearandtheyveryconfusing,

butIrememberabitbeforetheaccident,it'slikeI

wasrobbed,hijackedorsomethinglikethat,it'sstill

veryblurry"

Me:"Isee,atleastthere'sprogress"



Dad:"yeah,somethingtellsmeIwasnotinanormal

accident,someoneisbehindthis,Ican'twaittillI

fullyregainmymemory"

Me:"yeah,metoo"

Igulpdownmydrink,shit!Thiscan'tbegood.I

shouldprobablyconfessbeforehefindsout

himself...whatamIthinking,thatcan'tbeagood

idea.Ilookathim,helooksbackatmewithasmile.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Derek:"preciousisback"

Me:"oh?Wheredidyouseeher?"

Derek:"turnsoutLowellsentherawayalongwith



Justintoanothercountry,andnowthatyoudead,

heboughtherback"

Me:"thatbastard,Ishould'veknewitwashimall

along"

IsighcoveringmyfaceasIshakemyhead

Me:"Lowellreallyhatesmedoesn'the?"

Derek:"aibozzaminaIdon'tunderstandhim,that

guywoulddoanythingforachick,uyangihlula

serious,Imeanyou'dexpectthisbetrayalfromme,

oroneoftheguyscausewenotrelated,butke"

Me:"Ineverthoughtmyworstenemywouldturnout

tobemybestfriend,mybrother,yeahthere'sno

suchthingasloyaltyinthisworldforreal,Iwishhe

killedmeforreal,Idon'tknowhowmanymore

knivesonmybackIcantake"

Derek:"eyihardebudda,butyenahe'llgetwhat's

comingforhim,khonalaesizombambakhona"

(We'llgetbackathimsomehow)

Ishakemyhead

Me:"I'mjusttiredofallthisfightingreally,theonly



thingI'mwillingtofightfornowisAmahle'slove,

nothingelse"

Derek:"plusiyakucazaleyathekenineh?"

(Youreallylikethatchickdon'tyou?)

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Me:"blind"(alot)

HelaughsatmeIkickhisleghard

hegroaninpainmovingaway

Derek(laughingandgroaning):"ahhfuckwhy'dyou

dothatfor...shit"

Ilaughathim

Me:"seewho'slaughingnow"

Itakemybeerbottleandhaveasip

.

.

.

Amahle



.

.

.

Me:"okaybyeeveryone!"

Thekids:"byeMahle!!"

Theyallruntowardsmeandweshareagrouphug

asIcrouchdowntotheirlevel

Goshthesekidsarecuteandsoloving

Luca:"okayokay,letgonow,Ialsowanthugs"

TheyletmegoandhugLucabeforerunningoff

upstairs,Kylerunsbackdownandgivesme

anotherhugaroundmyleg

Me(laughing):"aawww"

Icrouchhugginghimback

Kyle:"whenmymommyallowsmetohavea

girlfriend,canyoubemygirlfriend?"

Ican'thelpbutlaughLucalaughsindisbelief

Me:"Iwwillwaitforyouuntilyouturneighteenthen



I'llbeyourgirlfriend"

Hesmilesashecountsonhisfingers

Kyle:"butthat'seighteenyearslater,I'monlyturning

nine"

Me:"I'llwaitforyoudon'tworry"

Kyle:"willyoustillbebeautiful?"

Ilaughoutloud

Me:"yesI'lltrymybesttostaybeautiful"

Kyle(smiling):"okay"

Ikisshischeekhegaspsholdingitandrunsaway

Welaughaswemakeourwayouttothecar

"Byeguys!"

WelookupatthebigbalconyandwaveatQuinton

andLisa

Me:"byyeee!Thankyouforeverything!"

Lisa:"youwelcome,pleasedocomeagainsoon"

Luca:"wewill!"



Wewaveatthekidswhoarebytherooftoponthe

othersideofthetransparentfenceaswedriveout

totheroad

Luca(sighs):"yahneh,Kylehasahugecrushon

you"

Me:"iiitssocute,Lisa'skidsareallsocute,iiitslike

theybatheinmilk"

Luca:"yeahtheyare,butdamntheyareahandful,

wecouldn'tevenwatchthemovieinpeacewithout

shushingthem"

Me(laughing):"theykidswhatdoyouexpect"

Luca:"I'mgoodwithkids,Ithinkonewillbeenough

forme"

Me:"maybe,bbutasheorshegrowsupyougoing

towishyouhadgivenhersiblings"

Luca:"maybe,anyway,I'llcrossthatbridgewhenI

getthere,fornowI'mgoodwithbabies,nothank

you"

Me:"bbbutththeyloveyousomuch"

Luca:"andIlovethemtoo,butI'llseemyown



maybethreeorfiveyearsafterI'vegraduatedfor

mydegree"

Me:"yeahthat'sagoodidea"

Luca:"yep"

Me:"soyouwwantawhite,blackorcoloured

womantocarryyourkids?"

Hechucklesandlooksatmethenbackattheroad

Luca:"I'mmoreintoblackgirls,Ilovemesome

melanin,butwhateverraceiscool,aslongasI'min

lovewiththatwomanandIfeelshe'sfittobethe

motherofmykids"

Me:"Isee"

Luca:"whataboutyou?"

Me:"whataboutme?"

Luca:"forwhichraceofamandoyouwannacarry

yourkidsfor?"

Me:"I'veneverreallythoughtaboutkids,Idon'twish

tohavethem"

Heglancesatme



Luca:"really?Likeever?"

Me:"neverever"

Luca:"that'salie,Isawhowyouwerelikearound

thekidsandtheloveyouhadforthem,theyalsofelt

reallyattachedtoyou,yougoodwiththem,why

wouldn'tyouwantyourownsomeday?"

Me:"okayfine,I'dlikeawhitemantobethefather"

Luca:"white?Whywhite?"

Me:"bbecauseIwantcolouredbabies"

Helaughs

Luca:"whydon'tyoujustgetyourselfacoloured

then"

Hesmilesplayingwithhiseyebrows

Me(laughing):"noooIwantawhiteman"

Welaughaswecontinuetotalkabout

randomstuffuntillheparksoutsidemyapartment

anditlookslikeLuloishere

Mymooddrops



Me:"thankyoufortoday"

Luca:"youwelcome,weshoulddoitoften"

Me:"weshould,yyyoulikeabrotherIneverhadand

Iloveyouforthat"

Luca(smiling):"Igotyou"

WeshareahugthenIjumpoffashedrivesoutand

Imakemywaytowardsthehouse.

IheartwovoicessingingsoIpeekthroughthe

windowofthekitchen

It'sawomancookingonmystove,Icanonlysee

herbackasshe'smovingherwaistwearingan

oversizedteeshowingoffbeautifullegs,asshe's

wearingashorttight,IseeLowellstandingnextto

herchoppingveggies,theylookverycomfortable

aroundeachother

Helooksoverherpotlikehe'ssniffingthearoma

thenhepatsherbackasthoughhe's

complimentingherfood.

IstandbythedoorasIfeelmybloodboil,and

angerriseinsideofme.



Whatdoeshetakemefor,tothinkhe'dbringagirl

tomyapartmentandcheatonme.

IfeelacuttingpaininmyheartasIwipemytears.I

unlockthedoorslowlyandslowlyopenmakingmy

wayin,Ididitslowlysothatiftheywerekissing

they'dgetachancetostop.

"Aaaahhhhsurprise!"

Ilookupatherandagaspescapesmymouth

Me:"precious!!"

Weruntowardseachotherholdingontightasshe

picksmeupspinningmearoundbeforewebothfall

onthefloorwhilescreamingonexcitement.

Icupherface

Me:"ohmyGoditsreallyyou!!"

Presh:"andit'sreallyyou!!"

Wehugagain

Me:"IthoughtI'dneverseeyouagain"

Presh:"metoo,ohmy,youstillsobeautiful"



Me:"areyoukiddingme,hhhaveyouseenyourself!"

WefinallycalmdownandIlookatLowellwho's

smilingwithhisarmscrossed,Iwalkuptohim

Me:"thankyouforbringingherback"

Lulo:"Ikeepmypromisesbabe,andI'msorryittook

solong,butIhadtobecarefulaboutit"

Me:"thankyou"

Hepullsmecloseandwehug

Lulo:"whatisitthatweneededtotalkabout?"

ThisisgoingtobeharderthanIthought

Me(sighs):"thisisnotthetime,we'lltalkanother

time"

Lulo:"iseverythingbetweenusstillokaythough?"

Me:"yeah,it'sokay"

Hekissesmyforehead

Lulo:"okay,Iloveyouneh"

Me:"yeah,metoo"

Lulo:"youtoo?"



Presh:"comeonyoutwo,Lowellplease,mygirland

Ineedtocatchup"

Lulo:"okaythen,IguessI'llgetgoing,I'llseeyou

tomorrow"

Me:"bye"

Hesmoochesmylipsbeforemakinghiswayout

andIexcitedlyjoinPreciousonthecouch

.

.

.

.

*******

"TheTRUTHisliketheSUN,youcanSHUTitoutfor

sometime,butitAIN'TgoingAWAY"(unknown)

********
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PreciousandIspentthewholenighttalking,we

onlyfellasleepintheearlyhoursofthemorning.

Iwasnowupmakingusbreakfast,I'mhappyshe's

here,Ineededagirlfriendtotalkto,Ican'ttellLuca

everything,somethingshejustwon'tunderstand.

Iopenthecupboardandtakemybottlewiththe

alcohol,Itakeafewsipsenjoyingtheburning

sensationinmy



chest....

"Mmhsmellsgoodinhere"

Iquicklyputitbackbeforelookingupather

Me:"Imadeyoubreakfast"

Presh:"youaresuchasweethearthey"

Ismiletomyselfbutthenmysmile

disappearsasIfeelastingingpaininmyheart.

Idishupforherandtakeoutfoodtothelounge

Me:"thereyougomam"

Presh:"thankyou,aren'tyoueating?"

Me:"IIalreadyate"

Presh:"ohhyouanearlybirdtjo"

Me:"nnnotreally,it'sactuallyoneoclockinthe

afternoon"

Welaughashereyeswidenshocked

Presh:"yohhwesleptthatlong"

Me:"No,iiiitsbbecausewesleptlate"



Presh(laughs):"ohyeahthat'swhy"

Sheeatsherfood

Presh:"butbabeevenlastnightyoudidn'teatthe

foodIcookedforyou,areyousureyouokay?

You'veevenlostweight"

Me:"I'mfine"

Presh:"youcanfoolthemallbutyoucan'tfoolme,

what'sgoingonbabe?IsLowellnottreatingyou

right?"

Isighandlookather

Me:"Ithinkhe'scheatingonme"

Shecoughschokingonheregg,Igetupandpour

herjuicethengobackandhandittoher

Shefinallycalmsdown

Presh:"cheating?Withwho?"

Me:"Lulama"

Presh:"who'sthat?"

Me:"jjustsomegirl,she'sfriendswithBlairandthey



triedtobefriendswith...

Presh:"waitwaitwaitholdon,Blair?AndLulama,

thedarkskinnedgirl?"

Inod

Presh:"whenIfirstmetyou,Ithoughtyoureminded

meofher....LulamaandBlairarethegirlsthatleft

mewiththatguyattheclubforhimtotakeme,I

rememberhegavethemabigbag,everytimemy

memoryofthatdaycamebackbitbybit,those

bitchessoldmetothatman,Ithinkthat'swhatthey

dotogirlsformoney"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"well,thatlulamaismarriedorwasmarriedto

Lowell'sbrother,it'sbbbeenfivemonthssinceher

husband'sdeath,Ioncesawthemcosyandkissing

onthesamedayhedied,butIbrusheditoffcause

itwasababykissandhemadeupasillyexcusefor

it,butIrecentlyfoundoutthatthey'vebeen

shagging,waybeforethehusbanddiedevennow

duringthesefivemonthsofhisdeath,hereIam

thinkinghe'smourninghisbrothercomfortinghim



bbbutyenahe'sblowingoffsteaminhisbrother's

widow.I'vedonenothingbutgivehimmyall,Iloved

himthebestwayIknewhowbuthe'dspititright

backatmeface,he'snevergivenmehistime,allhe

wantsissex,Ineverrefusehim,evenwhenIwasn't

readytogiveupmyvirginity,Ididitcausehewas

impatient,buthestillgoesaheadandcheats(sighs)

Idon'tknowwhatIlackreally,IthinkIborehim"

Shecomesandsitsnexttome

Presh:"nono,don'tyoudareblameyourselfforhis

cheatingplease,it'snotyourfault,he'stheweak

onewhocan'tkeepitinhispants"

Me:"I'mnnnotinnocenteither,I'vealsocheated

onceortwiceonhim,withhisbrother"

Shegaspslettingmego

Me:"hhhesbrothertookmetocapetown,andmy

stupidassagreedtogowithhim,onlytobe

seducedintobed,Ireallyregretteditanditnever

hhhappenedagain"

Presh:"he'sbrotherthoughAmahle,outofallpeople

youcould'vecheatedonhimwith?"



Me:"IknowandIstillfeelbadevennow"

Presh:"andthesecondtimeyoucheated?"

Me:"IwwasdruggedwithmyfriendLuca,itwasa

setup,bythatsamebitchLulama,nowIknowwhy,

shewantsLowellandIthinkshe'ddoanythingto

havehim"

Presh:"thenthat'snotcheating,youhadnocontrol,

ohGod,nowIseewhyyou'velostweight,yougoing

throughsomuch"

Me:"there'ssomuchmore,andI'mthinkingofjust

endingthingswithLowellandmoveonwithmylife,

withouthimoranyoneassociatedwithhim,Ijust

wannabeonmyown,andIstillhaveaabig

decisiontomake"

Presh:"whatdecisionnow?"

Me:"turnsoutIalsohaveacalling,anancestral

calling"

Presh:"whaat?YuuuhAmahle!That'sabiggame

changerforyou"

Iunexpectedlyburstintotearscoveringmyface



shepullsmeintoherchest

rubbingmyback

Presh:"youhavetogetawayfromthesepeople,

theytootoxicforyou,andthey'returningyouinto

somethingelse,youneedtobealoneandfocuson

yourselfandyourthoughtsandhowyougoingto

goaboutwithyourwholecallingjourney"

Me:"IcccantanswerthecallingPresh,whatabout

whatIbelievein?Whataboutschool?WhatamI

supposedtodoaboutmystudies?Justdrop

everythingandgobeasangoma?Ican'tleave

everythingbehind"

Presh:"Iunderstand,butgirl,Iveheardifyoudon't

answerthatcalling,you'llhavebadluckfortherest

ofyourlife,itwilldriveyoucrazytoapointwhere

you'llberunningaroundthestreetstellingpeople

thatyouareJesusandtheymustbowtoyou,itcan

evenleadyoutoanearlydeath,youhavetothink

aboutit,youhavetoansweritbabe"

Me:"no,Idon'twantitPresh,whydoesthishaveto

happentome,Idon'tneedit"



Mycriesgetlouderassheholdsonme

.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

I'mplayingmusiconfullblastasI'minthelab

mixingafewchemicalsdoing

abitofphysicalchemistry,mixingdifferent

compoundsandacids,Iwatchthemreacting

makingbubbles

Ifellbythewaysidelikeeveryoneelse

Ihateyou,Ihateyou,Ihateyou,butIwasjust

kiddingmyself



Oureverymoment,Istarttoreplace

'Causenowthatthey'regone,allIheararethe

wordsthatIneededtosay

Whenyouhurtunderthesurface

Liketroubledwaterrunningcold

Well,timecanheal,butthiswon't

So,beforeyougo

WastheresomethingIcould'vesaidtomakeyour

heartbeatbetter?

IfonlyI'dhaveknownyouhadastormtoweather

So,beforeyougo

WastheresomethingIcould'vesaidtomakeitall

stophurting?

Itkillsmehowyourmindcanmakeyoufeelso

worthless

So,beforeyougo

Itakeoffmysafetygogglesandplacethemover



myheadasIreachout

forthefinalacidIneedthatdoesthemagic,the

lysergicacid.

Ipouritintomymixture,Ifindmyself

smirkingdeviouslyasIaddittothesolution.

AfterIwassureI'mdoneIpouritinalittlebottle.I

justhopeitworks.

Iwalktothekitchenwhiletakingoffmyglovesand

disposingthemasIgetmyselfacoldbeerinthe

fridge.

Iwalktomyroomandputmyhalfwaydrankbottle

onthetableasItakeoffmy

labclothingandputtingonmycasualclothes.

IpickmyphoneandbottleofbeerasIwalkbackto

thelounge,thisisareallysmallcottagesothere's

notmuchwalkingdonetogetaroundthehouse

butit'sneatandlivable.

IcallDerek

"DoctorNhlabathi"



Me:"shap,Ineedyoutogetmeaguy,andbringhim

here"

"Aguy?Likeanyman?"

Me:"yeahjusttakeanyaopeguyinthestreet,not

justanyonethough,makesureyougettheones

thatstealfromoldwomenandtroublewomenin

thestreets,thetroublemakers"

"Ehboss,mayIaskwhy?"

Me:"there'ssomethingIneedtotest,Ineedalab

rat"

"Ohhokay,I'llbetherelater"

Me:"thankyouI'dappreciatethat"

Ihangup,Iscrollthroughmyphoneandlandupin

Amahle'snumber,I'mtemptedtocallherandcheck

uponher,butIcan'triskit,shemightbewithLowell.

Iputmyphonedownanddrinkmybeer

whilestaringatmylittlebottle

.

.



.

Lowell

.

.

.

I'vedecidedtotakemyfather'sadviseandgivemy

teammatesachancetopresenttheirideas,Itook

thetimetoactuallylistentothembeforebrushing

themoffandmostoftheirideaswereactuallygood.

IguessIreallydidlookdownonthem

Me:"Ilikethemallguys,yourdesignsareamazing,

andI'lltakethemtomyofficeandchooseafew

thatwecanuseforournextcomingproject"

TheyallagreeasIdismissthemeetingandweall

gobacktoouroffices

Iaskmyassistanttobringthepaperworkdesigns

andthelittle3dbuildingdesignstomyoffice.

Hebringsthemtomyofficeasasked

Me:"thankyouBrian"



Brian:"youwelcomeboss,wouldyoulikeacupof

coffeeortea?"

Me:"acupofcoffeewouldbegood"

Brian:"okay,comingrightup"

Hewalksoutclosingthedoor

Igetupandlookatthe3dbuildings

theylookprettycool,I'mtemptedtochangeafew

thingsthoughandaddabitofmyowntospiceitup,

butIreluctantlydecideagainstit

Itakemyphoneandcallmydad

"Son?"

Me:"Itookyouradviceandgavemyteam'sideasa

chance,theywerereallyhappyandtheirideasare

notthatbad"

"Itoldyou,howdidyouthinkthiscompanymadeit

tothetop,Idon'tjusthireanyone,allthosepeople

therearejustaspassionateaboutarchitectureas

youare"

Me(sighssmiling):"yeah,Ifeellikethingsare



slowinggettingbacktonormal,wellbebacktoreal

businessinnotime"

"That'smusictomyears"

Me:"yeah,I'llbesettingupameetingagainwiththe

Muhammads,theywerethinkingofpullingoff,but

I'mbacknowandI'llblowtheirmindoff"

"That'swhatIliketohearson,I'mveryproudofyou"

Me(smiles):"youare?"

Myfatherhasnevereversaidthattome

nomatterhowmanytimesI'vetriedtoimpresshim

"OfcauseIam,youdoinganamazingjob,Iwould

saylet'sgoplaygolfbutthenagainI'macripple"

Myheartskipsabeatinguilt

"Buthowaboutwegooutfordrinksatthesilverstar

casinowhenyoufree?Wecoulddoabitof

gamblingjusthaveabitoffun,whatdoyousay?"

Ifindmyselflostforwords

Me:"likeafathersonsortathing?"



"Yeah,we'veneverhadthose?"

Me:"wehavebutIwasstillalittleboy"

"Ohthat'sbad,Iguessit'sadatethen?"

Me(chuckles):"yeahI'lltellyouwhenI'mfreemaybe

tomorrow"

"Okaythen,I'llhearfromyou"

Me:"okay,bye"

"Byeson"

Ihangup.Icovermymouthwithmyfistindisbelief,

aknockcomesthroughthedoor

Me:"itsopen"

LulamacatwalksinIrollmyeyesandsighboredly

Lulu:"don'tactlikeyounothappytoseeme"

Me:"it'snotanact,whatdoyouwantnowLulama?"

Lulu:"don'tbelikethat"

Shewalkstowardsmeandgivesmeahug,Ishove

myhandsinmypockets

shedecidestoletgoIleanagainstmydeskasshe



sitsbythecouch

Lulama:"whenareyoubreakingupwithyourboring

socalledgirlfriendagain?Idon'twanttogotolabor

beforegettingbacktogether,ourbabymustarrive

whenbothparentsaretheretogetherinaloving

home"

Me:"ItoldyouI'llbethereforyou,butnotwithyou,

I'mnotleavingAmahleforyouLulama,youcan

nowstopwiththedreaming,I'moveryou,it'stime

youalsogrowupandgetoverme"

Lulama:"butifIgetoveryou,youmightneversee

yourbabyagain"

Me:"we'llseeaboutthat"

Lulama:"whywouldyouwannabewithsomeone

who'sinfertileandwillnevergiveyoubabies?"

Iraisemybrowlookingather

"Yourcoffeesir"

Heputsitonmydeskthenheadsout

asIkeepmyeyesonLulama



Me:"whatdidyousay?"

Lulama:"oh?Youdidn'tknow?"

Shegigglescoveringhermouth

Lulama:"oops"

Me:"wheredidyougetthatfrom?"

Lulama:"I'mfriendswithherfriend,shetoldme,I'm

surprisedyoudidn'tknow,Ithoughtshewas

perfect,honest,innocentandveryloyaltoyou?...or

not?"

Shelaughsabit,Ifeelmybreathingpaceincrease

asmybodygetshot

Lulama:"youcanevenaskherifyouwant"

Me:"getout"

Lulama:"whenyoubreakupwithher,youknow

wheretofindme"

Me(shouts):"GetTheFuckOut!!"

Shestartlesandmakesherwayout

IturntoholdontomydeskasIloosen



upmytieandunbottonafewbuttons

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Presh:"areyousureaboutthat?"

Me(tearfully):"yes,I'msorrypresh,bbbutyouare

vvveryhappyinEnglandandIdon'twanttodull

yourholidays,youshouldgoandspendChristmas

withJustin,andexploreLondonwithhim,behappy,

youdon'tneedtobehere,I'lljustbeaboreand

depressyoutoo"

Presh:"butwesisters,ifyousufferIsufferthat's

whatsistersarefor"

Ishakemyhead



Me:"alotiiisgoingonnow,Idon'twantyougetting

suckbetweenit,ppplease,goenjoyyourholidays

babe,youdeserveit,you'vebeenthroughalot,I

alsoneedtimetomyselftothinkabouteverything"

Presh:"promisemeonethingthough"

Me:"okay?"

Presh:"promisemeyouwon'teventhinkabout

suicide,please,it'snotanoption"

Me:"Ipppromise,suicideisnotanoption"

Shesmilesandwehugassheholdsmetightly

Presh:"Iloveyouokay?"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Weletgoafterawhileandshesmilesfaintly

Presh:"didyouhavethedreamlastnight?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"noIdidn't,itdoesn'tappeareverydayjustsome

days"

Presh:"okay,I'llleaveinafewdays,weneedtodo



somethingfuntogetherbeforeIgo"

Me:"yeahdddefinitely,whenareyougoingtoreveal

yourselftoyourgrandma?Sheprobablythinksyou

longdied"

Presh:"I'llgotoherbeforeIleave"

Me:"okaythen"

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

"Yeyiwena!!Ngenanja!"

Hekickshimtowardsmeastheymaketheyway

throughthedoorofmylabroom

Me:"aahhyouneverdisappoint"

Derek:"andngimbambekahleezamaukudlwengula



inganeencanekanjani?Siesman!"(AndIfound

himtryingtorapesuchayounggirl)

Hespitsonhim

Ishakemyheaddisgustedlyfeelingtheurgeto

throwupasIclosemyeyes

Me:"whatagewasthatgirl?"

Derek:"atenyearoldgirl,theywerecarryingAxes,

theyweregoingtochopheroffafterrapingher"

IholdmyheadasIwalktowardsthesink

Me:"fuck!"

Derek:"he'sthereasonlittlegirlsandwomanare

rapedandbrutallykilledeveryday"

"Ngiyaxolisamajitangyacela....

Hekickshimandhegroan

Derek:"futsek!Ubanumjitawakhowenja?"

Me:"he'stheperfectlabrat,themorereasontoto

killhimonceI'mdone"

Hemakeshimsitonthefloorwhiletiedup,Isuck



upthedruginaninjection

Iinjecthim,hegroans

Me:"shutthefuckup!!,youscaredofalittle

injection?Whenyouwereabouttodosomuch

worsetoalittlegirl?"

Heremainsquietforawhileaswewatchcuriously

Derek:"whatisitsupposedtodowithhim?"

Me:"he'ssupposedtohallucinateandseewhoever

heregretskillingorbecomehauntedbywhatever

hedidthatmakeshimfeelguilty"

Derek(chuckles):"Ihopeheseesallthoselittlegirls

andwomenhe'skilled"

Afterawhilehestartsscreamingsoloudthathe

getsupandrunsaroundwhiletiedup

Him:"ngyekeni!!Ngyekeni!!!Aahhhh!!"

Hedropstothefloorshakingasfoamcomesoutof

hismouthandhepassesout

Igouptohimandcheckhim

Me:"fucknonono!"



Derek:"what?"

Me:"he'sdead!Thatwasn'tsupposedtohappen,

shit"

Derek:"soitdidn'twork?"

Me:"No,he'sjustsupposedtohallucinate,onlythen

becomebetter,butkeephallucinating,untilhefeels

theurgetokillhimselforconfessallhissins...he

onlyhallucinatedthenthedrugkilledhim

immediately,IthinkIputsomethingtoomuch,I

havetoredoit"

Derek:"Ithoughtyouweredonewithyourbrother?"

Me:"weareeven,butthat'snothowIroll,Iwantto

beevenbetter,hemadeanenemyoutofme,clearly

forgettingwhymyenemiesdon'tmesswithme,

nowhewillknowwhyheshouldnevermesswith

me,I'mnoteasilyforgiving,bothhimandhisbaby

mamawillgetwhat'scomingtothem"

Derek(nods):"Isee"

Hesighsaswelookatthedeadbody

Derek:"okay,I'llgodisposehisbody"



Me:"yeah,andgetmeanotherguy,who'sjustas

badasthisone"

Derek:"verywell"

HetakesthebodymakinghiswayoutasItakethe

drugandpouritdownthedraindisappointedly,this

mighttakelongerthanexpected,butitwillgetdone,

itmust.

.

.

.

.

******

"Idon'tgetEVEN...IgetEVENbetter"(Noah

Nhlabathi)

*******

Tobecontinued
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ThesangomagavemeeverythingIneedtoprotect

myselffromthesnake.

Thedriverstopsinfrontofthegate,Ipayhimhis

moneyasItakemybagsandwalkinthegate.

Ifeelsoashamedofmyself,Ilefttheonlypeople

whotrulylovedmeforaguywithrichesfrom

witchcraft.

Imakemywaytowardsthedoorandknock



Afterawhileheopensthedoor,helooksatmeup

anddown,hiseyeslandonmybigtummy,before

shuttingthedooronmyface

Me:"Menzi!!Please,open!!I'msorry,pleasebabe"

Ibangthedoorbuthedoesn'topen

Isitagainstthedooronthefloor

andburstintotears

Me:"I'msorry,please,Ihavenowhereelsetogo,I'm

sorrybaby,IwasstupidandImadeamistake,

pleasetryandunderstand,heusedwitchcraftto

peruseme,Iwasunderhisspell,hewantedtouse

measasacrificetofeedhissnake!Pleasehearme

out!"

(Silence)

Afteranhourandminutespasswithoutthedoor

beingopened,IdecidetocallanUber,IguessI'll

havetogotoabnbuntilIgetacheapplacetostay

andajob

Iknockoncemore

Me:"I'mreallysorryaboutthewaythingsturnedout,



youtheonlyguywho'severtrulylovedmeandI

tookyourloveforgranted,youwarnedmeabout

theCitybutIchosetoignoreyou,IletpeopleIdon't

knowinfluencemeandfeedmeliesabouttheJozi

life,IwishIcouldturnbackthehandsoftimeand

makebetterdecisions,IwillgoandfindAmahle,no

matterwhatittakes,andIwillstartschoolnextyear,

justlikehowweplanned,Ihopeyoudon'tblockmy

number,I'llsendyoualocationofwhereI'llbe

staying,I'dlikemybabyAyotovisitifyouever

changeyourmind(chucklestearfully)itdidn'teven

takemethatlongforJoburgtohumbleme,Ireally

should'velistened.I'mdeeplysorryMenzi,Ilove

youbothverymuchandIhopeonedayyouwillfind

itinyourheartstoforgiveme"

ItakemybagsanddragthemtothegatewhereI

waitforanUber

Myblooddropstomyfeetasacarparksinfrontof

meandReidcomesoutholdingagun,Itrytorun

butIdon'tgetfarashecatchesmeandthrowsme

inthebackseatlockingthedoorsandhespeedsoff

Reid:"forhowlongdidyouthinkyouweregoingto



runfromme?"

.

.

.

Amahle

•

•

•

Twodayslater

.

.

IhavepackedallmythingsandI'mreadytogo,but

I'mjustwaitingfor

LowelltocomesoIcanbreakthingsoffwithhim,

weareclearlynotworkingoutandheobviously

doesn'tlovemethewayheclaimsto.Thisisgoing

tobethehardestthingI'veeverdone,thisisoneof

thereasonsIneverdatedandstayedawayfrom



boys.NowIfeellikeI'mbeingungratefulfor

everythinghe'sdoneforme.Preciousleftyesterday

andLowellhasn'tbeenheresincethedayhecame

withPrecious,he'salsobeenavoidingmeoverthe

phone.It'slikehedoesn'ttakeourrelationship

seriously.

Ievendoubthewillcomenow,butItoldhimitwas

urgent,it'saroundthreeo'clockintheafternoon.Its

beenhourssinceIcalledhim,maybehedoesn't

wanttoseeme,Ihateitwhenhedoesthis,when

he'smadatmeorsomethingaboutworkis

botheringhim,hebrushesmeofflikeImean

nothingtohim,thenwhenhe'sallbetterhecomes

backandtreatsmelikeImeantheworldtohim,

he'saconfusinglover.

Ijustwannabeonmyownandthinkabout

everythingandthedecisionI'llhavetotakewhen

mydreamcomesback,ifIanswerthiscalling,I

hopeGodforgivesme,Ihopehewon'tmindme

worshippinghimdifferently,I'mreallyscaredto

makethisdecision,it'snoteasytojustswitch

beliefsjustlikethat,butIdon'twanttobecrazyor



miserablefortherestofmylife.

I'vewatchedtwomoviesalreadywaitingforhim

Icheckthetime,it'snowfive,Icannotleavewhen

it'sdarksoI'mjustgoingtogo,he'llcallmewhen

hedecidestoshowupandI'mnothere.

Itakemybagsandgoputtheminthecar,mydriver

washereafewminutesago.

InoticeLowell'scarcomingtowardsthehouseasI

wasputtingmybagsintheboot.

He'seyesfixedonmeasheparksthecarand

quicklymakeshiswayout

Lulo:"what'sallthis?Whereareyouoffto?"

Isighclosingthecarbootthenheadtothehouse

ashefollowsbehindme

Wegettothehouseandheclosesthedoorbehind

him.

Lulo:"baby?What'sgoingon?Whyareyoupacking

yourthings?"

Me:"I'mmovingout"



Lulo:"what?Why?Don'tyoulikethisplaceanymore?

Couldn'tyouwaitformetohelpyouthen?"

Me:"no,IfffoundasmallaffordableoneroomflatI'll

stayin"

Abigfrownformsonhisfaceashewalkstowards

me

Lulo:"whywouldyoudothat?"

Me:"pppleasesitdown,Ineedtotellyousomething"

Wesitonthecouchoppositeeachother

Me:"Ithinkweshouldtakeabreak"

Lulo:"abreak?What'sthat?"

Me:"weshouldbreakup"

Lulo:"asinlikeforalittlewhile?"

Me:"No,asinlikeforalongwhile"

Lulo:"untilwhen?"

IsighasIcovermyeyes

Me:"breakupforgood"

Lulo:"what?Why?"



Ilookupathim,nowhehasaconcernedface

Me:"yyouccantseeit?"

Lulo:"seewhat?"

Me:"thatwenotworkingout,wekeeptryingbutit's

notworkingLulo,weobviouslynothappyanymore,

iiitslikewejusttogetherforthesakeofit,Iddon't

satisfyyousexually,Iobviouslyborethehelloutof

youcauseyounevermaketimeforme,butyoucan

maketimeforLulamaandshesatisfiesyourneeds

betterthanIcan"

HiseyesdropshamefullynotdenyingwhatIjust

said

Me:"sssoit'strue?Youhavebeencheatingonme

withher?"

Lulo:"itwasamistake"

Me(tearfully):"amistake?Onethatyoudid

repeatedly?Whilestillmourningyourbrother,her

husband,yyyouhavenorespectforme,forour

relationship,isitbecauseyouthinkIwon'tleave

youbecauseofeverythingyou'vedoneforme?"



Lulo:"I'msorryAmahle,sheseducedme,Ididn't

meantosleepwithher,itonlyhappenedonce,

please,don'tleaveme,okay,IadmitIhavea

problemandI'macheat,I'veneverbeenina

committedrelationshipbefore,thisisthelongest

I'veeverbeenwithsomeoneandittrulymeansalot

tome,Ipromise,IthinkIhavecommitmentissues,

I'llgoseeaprofessionalaboutit,I'llgethelp,just

pleasedon'tleavemebabe,youtheonlygirlI've

evertrulyloved,I'dliterallydoanythingforyou,

pleasedon'tgiveuponmejustyet,let'sfirsttryto

fixusbeforegivingup,please"

Ishakemyheadwithtearsrollingdownmyface

Me:"I'msorry,bbbutIcan'tdothisanymore,maybe

somedaywe'llbeabletofixit,bbutrightnow,I

needtogomyownway,Ineedtobealone,and

figurethingsoutonmyown,thankyoufor

everythingyou'veeverdoneforme,butthisis

wherewestop,IloveyouLowell,butourloveisjust

notenough"

Lulo:"okay,tellme,whatdoyouneedmetodo?I'll

doit,I'llputarestrainingorderagainstLulama,she



won'tcomenearme,pleasebabe,I'lldoanything,

justdon'tdothistome...youbreakingmyheart"

Me:"mmineisbreakingtoo,ithurtsmethatIcan't

bewithyou,bbutI'llneverbeenoughforyou,you

willneverbefullyhappywithme,I'mabrokensoul

Lowell,evenifIstayed,it'llbeadepressing

relationshipforeverlikethelastfivemonths,you

notthepersonIthoughtyouwere,Iknowyouthe

onewhoboughtmefromthathumantrafficking

place,IknoweverythingI'msorrybutit'stimewego

ourseparateways"

Istandupandwalktowardsthedoor

Hegrabsmyarmturningmetolookathim

Lulo:"younotgoinganywhere"

Me:"please,let'snotfightaboutthis,justletmego,

let'sendthisinpeace"

Lulo:"IpromisedyouI'mneverlettingyougoand

I'mnotlettingyougo,andyoupromisedmeyou

won'tgiveupthateasilyonme,sowhatthefuckis

this?Yougivingup?Soyoufoundoutaboutme

buyingyou,whydoesitmattercauseimadeupfor



it,bygettingyououtandtakingyoutoschool,I'm

admittingandowninguptomyflawsthatI'ma

cheatandI'mwillingtogethelp,sowhatdoyou

wantfromme?Ialsofoundoutthatyoucan'thave

kids,butyoudon'tseemebreakingupwithyou"

Iopenmymouthtospeakbutwordsfailme

Me:"I....

Lulo:"isittrue?Thatyoucan'thavekids?"

Inod

Lulo:"whydidn'tyoutellme?"

Me:.....

Lulo:"becauseyouthoughtI'dquitonyoulikehow

youdoingwithme?Idon'tgiveadamnaboutkids,

there'smanywaystohavethem,andIwaswilling

tosupportyouthroughitall,Iwasreadytoloveyou

withyourflaws,yesIwasabitangryforthepast

fewdays,butIwasn'tgoingtoleaveyou,butthe

minuteyoufindsomethingbadaboutme,you

leaving?"

Me:"I'msorry,but.....



Lulo:"shutup!Likeyousaid,younotgivingupon

methateasily,we'llmakeitwork,wewill"

Hepullsmetohischest,Ipushhimaway

Me:"justletmegoLowell!"

Hegetsdownonhisknees

Lulo:"No,Ican'tdothatAmahle,Iloveyou,please

givemeanotherchance,I'mchanging,Ipromise

you,Iam....

Me:"Idon'tloveyou!!"

(Silence)

Iburstintotearsmovingbackwardsawayfromhim

Me:"areyouhappynow?Isthatwhatyouwantedto

hear?Idon'tloveyouanymoreLowell,Idon'twant

you....

Tearsstreamdownhisface

Lulo(sadly):"No,no,youdon'tmeanthat,youdon't

meanitMahle,please....

Me(crying):"please,justletmego....webetteroff

apartthantogether...



Heshakeshisheadcoveringhisface

Lulo:"butIloveyou,whatamIsupposedtodowith

alltheloveIhaveforyou?"

Me:"yyyoualwayssayyouloveme,bbbutyou've

neveremotionallyshownittome,yyougiveme

everythingexceptyourself,youhardlyeverwithme,

youloveyourjobmore,theonlytimeyouhereisfor

afewdaysforsexthenyouleave,theweekendsare

notforusanymorelikeitusedtobe,whenyou

angryyousaymeanthingstome,youalways

remindingmethatIhavenoone,nofamily,Ieven

regrettellingyouaboutmyselfcauseyouuseit

againstmeeverychanceyouget,Iappreciate

everythingmaterialisticyou'veeverdoneforme,

you'vebeenmyprovider,butyou'veneverbeenmy

loveremotionally,youlovemewhenitsuitsyou,

thenyouneglectmefordayssometimesweeks,

youpreachthatyougoingtobebetterbutyoustill

continuelivinglikeIdon'texistsometimes,ever

sinceIgaveyoumyvirginity,you'veneverbeenthe

same,whydoyoudothat?It'slikeI'mina

relationshipwithsomeone,butI'mstilllonely,Then



younevercommunicatewithme,youhidebehind

yourbusinessandit'sreallydraining,it'salljustso

draining,Ican'tdoitanymore"

Lulo:"andyouwerenotdrainingmewhenyouwere

cryingformybrother??Whenhefuckedyouthen

hediedandyoubecamemiserableforhiminfront

ofme,thatdidn'tdrainme?ButIcontinuedtobe

withyounomatterhowmuchithurtmetoseeyou

cryforanothermaninmyarms...butyoudon'tsee

mewalkingaway"

Me:"thenmaybeit'stimeyoudid,let'swalkaway,

wearetoxicforeachother,wedon'tmakeeach

otherhappy"

Lulo:"bull!Youmakemehappy,youmakemehappy

Mahle"

Me:"I'mnotgoingtodothiswithyouLowell,I'm

sorrybutthisisjustnotworkingout,thedriveris

waitingforme,goodbyeLowell"

Iwalktowardsthedoor,IgroanswhenIfeel

somethinghardlandingonmyback

Lulo:"thefuckyouthinkyougoing"



Iturntolookathim,hethrewashoeatme

Hemarchestowardsmethengrabsmebytheneck

Lulo:"younotgoinganywhereAmahle,Ifucken

madeyou,youarenothingwithoutme,youleave

meI'mfuckentakingyoubacktotheplaceIbought

yousoyoucanbecomeasexslavesinceyoulove

dicksomuch,youleavingmeforanotherdick?Isit

thatlittleboyfriendofyourshuh?IsitLuca?Sityour

assdown,younotgoinganywhere"

Hepushesmetothefloor

Me:"please,dddontdothisLowell!!IpromiseI'll

neverbotheryouagain,please,letmego"

Lulo:"shutup!Youaremine,younotleavingme

untilIsayyoucan,yousaidyou'llfightforusuntil

youcan'tfightanymore,andtheonlytimeyouwon't

beabletofightiswhenyoudead,areyoufucken

deadnow?AreyoudeadAmahle!?"

Igetupandtrytoreachforthedoor

buthesendsmebackwithahotslapacrossthe

floor,Igetup



Me(screams):"hheeellppp!!Somebody!!

HeslapsmeagainandIburstoutcrying

Hesqueezesmyneckblockingmyairwayspushing

mebacktothefloor

Lulo:"shutup,IsweartoGodI'mgoingtokillyou,

youhearme?Youungratefullittleslut"

Hegetsupandkicksmemultipletimes

onmytummy,Igroanoutloudtothepain

Hewalksoutthencomesbackwithmybags

leavingthemonthefloor

Hewalksoutlockingthedoorbehindhimleaving

meonthefloorcryingholdingontomypainful

tummy,IcoughasIchokeinmyownbloodcoming

outofmymouth

.

.

.

Thulile



.

.

.

IjustgotbackfromshoppingatthemallandI'm

exhausted,Ihadtohireavantobringsomeofthe

furnitureIboughtcauseIwanttorearrangethis

house,everythingwasjustdullandboringformy

liking.

Me:"lethaningaphamadoda"

(Thiswaygentlemen)

Theyputthebigcouchestothelounge

includingthebigTVscreenaswell

Me:"uhthankyouverymuch,nayiiTipforthe

wonderfuljob"

(Here'satip)

Igivethemahundredrandnote

Theythankmebeforemakingtheirwayout,Ilook

atmystuffexcitedlyIcan'twaittounwrap

everythingandstartrearrangingeverything



Itakemypaperbagswithmynewclothesandhead

tothebedroom.

Iopenthedoorandthesickbimboisstillsleeping

Ishouldmovehimtotheguestroom,themaster

bedroomshouldbemine

Igotowardshimandshakehim

Me:"awuvuke,solokhunjengihambileekuseniulele

namanjeusaleleawukahlewena!"

(Wakeup,you'vebeensleepingsinceIleftinthe

morning,wakemanalready)

Hedoesn'tbudgeasheheadslidesdowneasilyoff

thepillow,myheartpoundsfasteragainstmychest

Me(worriedly):"Muzi!!Vuka!!"

(Wakeup)

Iputmyhandoverhisfaceandhe'snotbreathing

Myhandsshakeasfearoverwhelmsme

Itakemyphonecallingtheambulance

Me:"hello,yesit'sanemergency!It'smyhusband,I



thinkhe'sdead"

TheyaskfortheaddressandItellthem

"Okaywe'llbethereinafewminutes,pleasetry

CPRinthemeantime"

Me:"whatisthat?"

"Tryblowingairinhismouthandpumpinghis

chest"

Me:"okay"

"Keepdoingthatrepeatedlyuntilwegetthere"

Me:"okay"

Theyhangup,Iplacemyhandsonhischest

pushingitdown.

IstopasIrealizewhatI'mdoingisuseless,Iknow

verywellthathe'sdead,it'swhatI'vebeenwaiting

forallalong

Nowtheproblemwillbebreakingthenewstohis

parents,Ihavetopullupmyactingskills,finally,I'll

befreefromthisbimbo,goodriddancetobad

rubbish,Ihopeherotsinhell.



Igetoffthebedandwalkbacktothekitchen

pouringmyselfaglassofwinecalmingmynerves,I

don'tknowwhyI'msonervous,Iliterallyshaking.

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Me:"holdstillman!"

Derekkickshim

Derek:"I'mgoingtoblowyourbrainsoffifyoudon't

stopmoving"

Hesitsstill,Ipourthedruginaspoon

Me:"openyourmouth"

HeopenshismouthandIshovethespooninhis

mouth



Derekcovershisnoseandmouthforhimto

swallow

Me:"thisbetterwork,thisisourfifthtry,thisone

can'tdie"

Derek:"Ithinkyouareclosethough,thelastguy

diedafteraday"

Me:"thedrugisnotsupposedtokill,Idon'twantto

killmybrother,Ijustwanthimtosufferforawhile,

learnhislessonthenwemoveon"

Derek:"Ihearyouboss"

Heleavestheguyaswesitinfrontofhimwaiting

forthedrugtokickin

Me:"maybeIshouldjustforgetaboutthis,probably

abadidea"

Derek:"thatboywillneverrespectyou,Isuggestyou

continuewithyourplan,hemustregretthedayhe

everdoublecrossedyou,andbesides,hehasboth

girlssleepingonhischest,youwifeandyourfuture

wife,he'snotpayingforanything,ifyouletthisgo,

theguysinbusinesswillloseallrespectforyou,



everyoneisalreadywaitingforyourrevengeonthis

guy,yourenemiesarealreadycelebratingyour

deathandhoweasyandweaklyyoudied,ifyou

don'tdoanything,youwillloseyourreputation

whenyoudecidetorisefromthedead"

Me(sighs):"youright,Ijustwishitdidn'thavetobe

Lowellwhodidallthis,IwishIwasfighting

someoneelse"

Derek:"it'shardIknow,ImeanIrememberthebond

youtwohad,itwasunshakeable,Iunderstandwhy

it'shardforyoutofightbackcauseyouknowwhat

youcapableof,andyoudon'twanttodestroyyour

ownblood"

Isighlookingupattheguytiedinthechair

Him(whispering):"please...I'msorry...nonono

ngyacelagogoIdidn'tmeantokillyou....

Hiseyeswidenashelooksaroundinfear

Him:"uyephi?uyephi?Pleaseforgiveme"

(Wheredidyougo?)

Hesnapsoutofitandlooksatus



Him:"whatdidy'alldotome!?Huh!?"

Me:"good,he'sbackintohisrightmind"

Derek:"okay,progress,let'shopehedoesntdie"

Me:"let'shopenot,hemustjustkeephallucinating

thengoingbacktohissenses,everytimehe

hallucinateshe'llconfesswhathedidandaskfor

forgiveness"

Derek:"soifLowellhallucinateswhileinfrontofhis

parents,he'llspilleverything?"

Me:"yeap"

Derek:"hemightgotojailshouldithappeninfrontof

thewrongpeople"

Me:"Idon'tcare"

Derek:"willthedrugwearoffatsomepoint?"

Me:"nope,butI'mtheonlyonewhocanmakean

antidotetocounteractthepoisoninthedrug"

Derek:"soyoutheonewho'sgoingtodrivehim

insane,andyoualsotheonlyonewhocanmake

himsaneagain?"



Me:"yep"

Derek:"wowaiuyiskhokhodawgaingiyakuvuma

uyinja,I'mneverdoublecrossingyou"

(Youtheman,Isaluteyou)

Me:"good,causeIwon'tbesokindwithyou,younot

myblood"

Derek:"eehhesayshewon'tbesokind?Sothisis

yourkindness?Sheesh"

Ilaughathim,thenmysmilewearsoffimmediately

aswewatchtheguyinfrontofuslookingaround

andtakingtohimself.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.



I'mstillsittinginthesamespotforhours,unableto

moveaseverypartofmybodyhurts

Ihearthedoorunlockingashemakeshiswayin,he

closesandlocksthedoorashestumblestowards

me,he'sdrunk.

Lulo:"baby,areyouokay?Doesitstillhurt?"

IavoidhiseyesasIlookaway

Lowell:"I'msorrybabe,Ididn'tmeantohityou,you

justmademesoangry"

Heroughlypicksmeup,Imoanandflinchtothe

painashecarriesmeoverhisshoulder,putting

pressureonmyswollenpainfultummy

Me:'"aahhhyyyouhurtingme"

Hethrowsmeonthebedandgetsontopofme

Lulo:"I'msorrybaby,letmekiss"

Hissmoochesmybloodylips

Lulo(whispers):"IloveyousomuchandIcan't

imaginemylifewithoutyou,please,forgiveme,I'll

gototherapy,I'llchangeipromise"



Me(tearfully):"okay,Ifffforgivejjjjustgetoffme,

yyouhurtingme"

Hegetsofme

Lulo:"youdo?Youmeanthat?"

Me:"yeah,Iforgiveyou,we'llfixthings,together,

we'llgototherapy"

Hegivesmeahugsqueezingmeandhurtingmy

painfulbody

Me:"jjustpleasedon'thitmeagain,pleasedon't

sendmebacktothathorribleplace,please"

Lulo:"Ithinkyoushoulddropoutofschool,I'llmarry

youandmakeyoumywife,youdon'thavetowork

everagain"

Me:"No,please,Ineedtofinishschool"

Lulo:"soyoumakeyourownmoneyandleaveme?

Nobaby,Ican'ttakethatrisk,nowthatyou've

shownmethatyoucanwalkawayfrommeasyou

please,Idon'ttrustyouwithadegree,I'llprovide

youwithanythingyouwant,anddon'tyoudare

thinkofrunningawayfromme,causeIwillfindyou,



andIwillkillyou(laughs)I'mjokingIwon'tkillyou,

butyouwillregretit"

Icovermyfaceandanuncontrollablecryescapes

mymouthmakingmybreathingstutter

Lulo:"andyoutellanyoneabouttoday'sincident,

you'llforcemyhandtokillingyou,andIdon'twanna

dothatbabe(sighsbrushinghisface)nowyou

turnedmeintoamonster,you'veturnedmeintomy

father,areyouhappynowAmahle?Areyoufucken

happy!?"

Hegetsupandleavesthebedroom,Ihearthemain

doorlockingashehasleftthehouseleavingme

drowninginmytears.

.

.

.

******

"It'slikeonedayyouflippedaswitchandbecame

someoneIneverknew"(Amahle)

*******



Tobecontinued
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I'vebeenlockedupinthisroomforaweek,he

bringsmefoodlikesomepet.It'sabigbedroom

thoughwithabathroom.

Hesaysheonlyneedsthebabyfrommethenhe'll

letmego.Whathedoesn'tknowisthatmybabyis

protected,whateversacrificehewantstomakewith



mybabyitwon'twork,Ihopeitwon't.

OhdearGodwhatdidIgetmyselfinto

Thedooropensandhecomes

Reid:"whatdidyoudotothebaby?"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Reid:"don'tplaydumbwithme,mypetdoesn'twant

itanymore"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Reid:"youdidsomething,youwenttoseesomeone

didn'tyou?"

Me:"Ionlyprayed,IprayedforGodtoprotectmy

babyandI"

Helooksatmeandchuckles

Reid:"Ishouldjustkillyounowcauseyouuseless

tome"

Me:"Nonoplease,pleasedon'tdothat,IpromiseI'll

doanythingyouwant"

Reid:"youcan'tkeepthatbabyanymore,I'mnot



readytobeafather,yougoingtohavetoabortit"

Me:"butit'salreadybeenfivemonths"

Reid:"ithasn'tfullyformedyet,youcankillit"

Me:"don'tmakemedothis,Iwillneveraskanything

fromyou,I'llraiseitonmyown,Iwillneverbother

you,please,justdon'tletmekillmybaby"

Helooksatmeforawhile

Reid:"thankwhoeveryourancestorsare,youare

verylucky,Icoulddomuchmoreworsetoyou,but

I'llletyougo,ourpathsbetternevercrossagain

causeiftheydo...youmightnotbesoluckynext

time"

Iquicklystartpacking

Reid:"wheredoyouthinkyoutakingthose?Ibought

youeverythingyouhaveremember?Youcamehere

withonlyoneoutfit,soyougoingtoleavemyhouse

thesamewayyoucamein,withnothing"

Healsotookmyphoneandhiscardawhileago

Me:"canIatleasttakethemoney....



Reid:"youstillhere?Youaskingtobekilledaren't

you?Youbetterrunasfastasyoucan,causewhen

Icatchyou,youaredeadmeatI'llmakeyouand

thatbabysexslaves,yougotfivesecondstostart

running...one....

Iquicklymakemywaypasthimgettingoutofthe

houseandontothestreets,IrunasfastasIcan,I

don'teventhinkoflookingbehindIjustkeep

runningasfarasmyfeetcantakemeandIknowit

won'tbeveryfarcauseofmyheavytummy.

UnawareofmystepsItripandfallhardonmy

stomach,Iscreaminpainastearsblurmyeyes,the

fearinmegivesmethestrengthtopickmyselfup

asIcontinuerunning,thisneighborhoodisreally

quietandthere'snocarorpeoplepassingjustbig

buildingwithhugefences

IlimpasIruntoGodknowswherewhiletearsroll

uncontrollablydownmyfaceblurringmyvision

Me(mumblingthroughthetears):"Godplease

protectmybaby,Godpleaseprotectmybaby.....

.



.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

I'msittingbytheusualspotattherestaurantwhere

IusuallymeetupwithReid.Icheckthetimeonmy

phone,I'vebeenhereforoverthirtyminutesnow.

Thiswaitingthingissonotforme,I'mgone.

IgetupbutInoticehimmakinghis

waythroughthedoor,Isitbackdown,

Iturntolookathimandseehimtalkingtothe

waitress,hesitsinfrontofme

Me:"whattookyousolong?"

Reid:"somethingcameup"

Me:"sowereyoureallyserious?Aboutgettingridof

Amahleforme?"



Reid:"yes,Ineedthemoney"

Me:"Itoldyouitwasagooddeal"

"CanItakeyourorder?"

Me:"I'llhaveapineappletropicalsmoothie"

Reid:"I'llhaveonebottleyeHeineken"

Waitress:"comingrightup"

Shewalksaway

Me:"sowhenwillyoudoit?"

Reid:"firstshowmethemoney"

Me:"Ididn'tbringitwithme,youknowIcan't

transfersuchahugeamountelectrically"

Reid:"onceI'veseenit,thejobwillbedone"

Me:"youshallseeit"

Thewaitressgivesusourdrinks,Isuckthrough

thatstrawrightaway,thishasbecomemynew

favoritedrink,whetherI'mathomeoroutinpublic..

Reid:"howdoyouwantmetodoit?ShouldIfirst

tortureher?Orshootherrightthroughtheskull



once?"

Me:"tortureherfirst,andtellhersheshould've

stayedawayfrommybabydaddy,makesureshe

feelsalotofpainbefore......

IstartleasIseeabunchofgirlsstandingright

behindReid

Reid:"youweresaying?"

Them:"rememberus?Yougoingtopay!Wetrusted

youwethoughtyouwereourfriend!!"

Theyallsayinunison,allthegirlsBlairandIhave

sold

Iscreamoutloudstandingupfromthechair

staggeringback

Me(trembling):"girls?Bbehindyou...

Reid:"what?"

HelooksbehindhimandtheydisappearsIclosemy

eyesandopenthemagain

Theygone,theywererighttherejustnow,

Me:"Idon'tsellgirls!Idon't!"



Ihearalittlebaby'scry,Iclosemyearsasitgets

louder

Me:"makeitstop!Please!Shutthatbabyup!"

Ilookaroundandnoticepeoplerecordingme,Igrab

mypurseandrunoutoftherestauranttomycar

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Iheadtotheloungeandpickmyringingphoneup

fromthetable

Me:"hello?"

"It'sdone,theybothhavethedrugintheirsystem"

Me:"goodjob,andAmahle?Shehasn'tcomeoutof

thehouseyet?"



"Nope,sheonlygoesouttohangclothesbythe

washinglinethenstaysindoorsallday,herfriend

Lucaonlycameoncebutquicklyleftassecurity

didn'tlethimin"

Me:"that'soddit'sbeendaysnowdoesn'tsheeven

gotoshops?"

"No,Lowellisalwaystherenow,hecomesbackto

hereveryday,hedoesn'tsleepathisapartment

anymorethiswholeweek"

Me:"that'saproblemcauseIreallyneedtoseeher,

thesepicturesofherhangingclothesandstanding

bythedoorarenotenough,Iwanttoseeher

physically"

"Yeahtheestateisverysecure,itwon'tbeeasyto

kidnapher"

Me:"sheevenchangedherphonenumber,Ithink

shegotridofheroldphoneaswellcauseIcan't

hackit"

"Yeahitseemslikeit'sbeendestroyed"

Me:"somethingdoesn'taddup,youneedtofinda



waytogetinthereandtakeher"

"It'llbeveryrisky,thisplacehascamerasthe

securityguardsareveryalertaswell"

Me:"Idon'tpayyoutogivemeproblems,find

solutions,you'vedonemuchworsetobescaredof

camerasandsecurityguards,therehastobeaway,

actuallyyouknowwhatI'mcomingupthere,Ihave

aplan"

"Butwhataboutyouridentity?Yousupposedtobe

dead"

Me:"Iwon'tbeseen,I'mcomingIwillfindyou

alreadythere"

"Okaysho"

Ihangupandheadtotheroomtogetmyselfready

.

.

.

Amahle

.



.

.

I'vealreadycleanedanddidthelaundry

IwasnowwatchingTV.Thathasbecomemydaily

routine.Lowellhasbecomemyworstnightmare,

thefearIhaveforhimisgreaterthananythingI've

everfelt,hehascutoffmysociallife,Idon'thavea

phoneI'mnotallowedtocommunicatewithanyone,

I'mnotallowedtohavefriendsIhadtosaysome

reallyhurtfulthingstoLucaforhimtostayaway,it

turnsoutthatnextyearIwon'tbegoingbackto

school.HebuysmeeverythingthatIneedsoIdon't

havetogoouttotheshops.I'vebecomethemaster

ofmakeup,IdonotlikewhatIseewhenIlookin

themirror,thebruises,heboughtmeafoundation

lighterthanmyskin,apparentlyIlookuglywithdark

skinnowthatit'sbruised.IthoughtifIstayedand

obeyedhim,we'dgobacktonormal,butthings

haven'tbeenthesame,hejustgotworse,Istillcan't

believethatIlovehimandIreallywanthimtoget

help,despiteeverythingIstillwantthebestforhim,

thisisnotthekindofpersonheis,Ihavehurthim



deeplybysleepingwithhisbrotherandontopof

thatcryingforhim,thenthreateningtoleavehim,

I'mthebadpersonhere,Imadehimlikethis,he's

donesomuchformeandIwastheungratefulone,I

shouldn'thavecomplainedabouthowIfeel,I

should'vejustborewiththewayourrelationship

wasbefore.I'vebeeninthissituationbefore,I

shouldknowbetterthantodisrespectthepeople

whoputaroofovermyheadandfoodinmytummy.

Ishould'veknownbetter,you'dthinkthatIshould

beusedtothebeatingsbynow,ImeanI'vebeen

beatenalmostallmylife.

Ihearsomethingfallingfromthebathroomstartling

me,Icarefullywalk

towardsthebathroom,Iopenanditjustabottleof

shampoothatwasbythewindowseal

Ipickitupandputitback

IscreamwhenIbumpintosomeoneasIturned,he

puthishandsovermymouthandtookoffhismask,

it'sDerek

Heputshisfingeronhislipstellingmetokeep



quiet,Inodasheremoveshishandfrommymouth

Me:"Derek?Hhhhowddidyougetin?"

Derek:"Ihavemyways,wearegoingtogooutthe

gate,yougoingtotellthesecuritythatIamyour

friend"

Me:"whwhereareyoutakingme?Lowellisgoingto

killbothofusifhefindsyouhere,orifhefindsme

gone"

Derek:"hewon'tkillyou,I'mkeepingtabsonhim,

he'sstillatwork,I'llbringyoubackbeforehegets

back,justcooperateplease"

Inodaswewalkoutofthebathroom

Me:"llletmeputonsomethingwarmfirst"

Iputonmyshoesandajacket,wewalkoutandthe

securityjustgreetsusandopensthegate,that's

weirdtheydidn'taskanything.

Me:"whereareyoutakingme?"

Derek:"you'llsee"

Wewalkafewhousesawaytillweapproacha



blackcarwithtintedwindows

Heopensthebackseatdoorforme

AgaspescapesmymouthasIseeNoahsittingon

theotherside,heopenshisarmsandlikeamagnet

Igetinthecar

welcominghisembrace,heholdontotight,Ihold

himbackjustastightwishingtoneverletgo,for

somereasonI'mveryhappytoseehim,IthoughtI

neverwantedtoseehimagainaftereverythinghe

toldme,butnowmyheartisbetrayingme.

Thecarstartsmovingasweremaininthathugging

position

Heloosenshisgripabitwantingtoletgo,Iadjust

hisarmsandhetightensitagain,mytearsfailme

astheyescapemyeyes

Noah:"sshhhit'sokaysweetheart,don'tcry,please"

IfinallyletgoofhimasIrealizeI'm goingtomess

upmymakeup.

Iwipemytearslookingawayfromhim

andoutthewindow.



Heholdsmychinturningmyfacetolookathim.

Helooksatmewithafrownonhisface

Noah:"areyouokay?"

InodasIclearmythroatandforceasmile

Me:"yeahyeahI'mokay,III'msorryaboutthat"

Noah:"don'tbesorry,hey,comecloser"

Imoveclosertohimandhewrapshisarmaround

mywaistmakingmyhead

restonthesideofhischestasIwrapmyarms

aroundhiswaist.

Hedoesn'tsayanything,wejuststaylikethatuntil

wereachedoutdestinationaftertwohoursdriving

inthebushes.

Wegetoutthecarandheadtothehouse,Iwalk

towardsthecouchbuthepullsmyarmleadingme

tohisbedroom.

HeclosesandlocksthedoorasIstandnexttothe

bed

Me:"whwhat'sthetime?"



Hecheckshiswrist

Noah:"12:30"

Me:"Lowellwillbebackinsixhours,hhecaneven

popupduringhislunch,pleasetakemeback"

Noah:"sitdown"

Iwalktowardsthedoorbuthestopsme

Me:"please,youhavetotakemebacknow,yyou

don'tunderstand,he'llbeveryangry"

Hepicksmeupspreadingmylegsapartashe

placesmeonthemiddleofthebed

Noah:"Isaid,sitdown"

Hiseyesfixedonmewhileontopofmebetween

mylegs,myheartrateincreases

Hegetsoffmeandsitsontheedgeofthebed,Isit

upleaningagainstthepillows

Noah:"I'vebeentryingtogetholdofyou,butyour

phonehasn'tbeengoingthrough?"

Me:"iiitbroke"



Noah:"Isee,youdon'tgooutanymore?"

Me:"Ippreferbeingindoors"

Heturnshisbodysittinginapositionfacingme

Noah:"abouteverythingthatItoldyouthatdayI....

Me:"it'sokay,Iunderstand,yyoudidwhatyouhad

to,youhadtousemecausethatwastheonlyway

tohurtLowell,stupidmecaughtfeelings,butI

guesswhat'sdoneisdone"

Noah:"IneedyourforgivenessAmahle,please,I'm

verysorry,pleaseforgiveme"

Me:"Iforgiveyou"

Noah:"youjustsayingthat"

Me:"thetruthisit'lltakeawhiletotrulyforgive,but

ggivemetime,I'lltrytofinditinmyhearttoforgive

youandeveryoneelsewho'severwrongedme,

trustme,whatyou'vedoneisnothingcomparedto

thedamageothershavedonesoI'llforgiveyoubut

justbepatientwithit,okay,it'llhappeneventually"

Noah:"Idonotlikeyourtoneatall,itbreaksmy

heart"



Me(forcedsmile):"I'msorry"

Noah:"don'tbeyourtoneisunderstandable,I'lldo

anythingtoearnyourforgiveness"

(Silence)

Hegetsonthebedsittingnexttome

Noah:"somethingisnotright"

Hiseyescirclingmyface

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Noah:"yourface,whyareyouwearingsomuch

makeup?"

Ilaughabit

Me:"aaareyousayingIIlookuglywithmakeup?"

Noah:"no,that'snotwhatImean,youlookbeautiful,

butthecoloryouputmakesyoulookdifferent,it

doesn'tgowithyourskintone"

HeliftsmyshirtupbutIquicklypullsitdown

Me(frowning):"whatareyoudoing!?"

Noah:"Ijustwantedtocompareyourskintone,why



doyouhaveabandagearoundyou?Areyouhurt?

Letmesee"

HeattemptstopullitupagainbutIhithishands

awayandjumpoffthebed

Me:"Ihhhavetogo,tttakemehome"

Noah:"don'ttellmeLowellisbeatingyouup,please

letitnotbewhatI'mthinking"

Me:"hhhe'snot,hhhe'dnnneverdothattome,Ijjjust

fellreallyharddownthestairsathisplace"

Noah:"don'tlietome,Iknowanabusedwoman

whenIseeone,don'tyoudarecoverupforhim"

Me:"Ipromise,he'snothittingme"

Henodsandsignalsmetowaitwithhisfingeras

hewalkstowardsthebathroom

Ihearwaterrunninginthesinkashecomesback

withawettowel

Noah:"sitdown"

Me:"No"

Noah:"pleasedon'tmakemeangryAmahle,sitthe



fuckdown"

Isitonthebed

Hegetscloserandgentlywipesmyface

Iflinchinpain

Noah:"askies"

Hesayssoftlytryingtobegentle,Ikeepmyeyes

closedasIwaitforhisreactiontomymessedup

face

There'ssilenceafterhewasdonewipingoffthe

makeup,hetakesoffmyjacketandmylongsleeve

shirt.

Hetakesoffmybandagearoundmywaistandthe

onesaroundmywrists

coveringthescaresfromcuttingmyself.

"Shit,whatthehellisthisAmahle?"

Icanfeelhiseyesalloverme

"Openyoureyes"

Ishakemyhead,Idonotwanthisreactiontomy



disgustingbody

"LookatmeAmahle"

Iopenmyeyesasoureyeslock

Noah:"he'sbeatingyou?"

Ishakemyhead

Noah:"tellmethetruthorelseI'mgoingtohim

personallytokillhim...ishebeatingyou?"

Me:"yes,butpleasedon'tkillhim...please"

Noah:"fuck,whydidn'tIthinkofthis?"

Hesitsdownandburieshisfaceinhishands

.

.

.

Thandile

.

.

.



Thedoctorwalksbackintomyroom,Iwasbleeding

whenIgottothehospitalIgotafreeridefrom

somewomanshelookslikeshe'sinherforties.

Me:"doctor?Howismybaby?"

Doctor:"I'msorrybutyouhaveplacentalabruption"

Me:"whatdoesthatmeanformybaby?Isshegoing

tomakeit?Whatisplacentalabruption?"

Doctor:"placentalabruptionmeansthatyour

placentahaddetachedfromthewomb,yourbaby

willbedeprivedofoxygenandnutrients"

Me:"ohno,willmybabydie?"

Doctor:"wecan'tpromiseyouanything,butwedo

havesolutions,youaresixmonthspregnant,we

goingtohavetoperformac-sectionrightaway,for

yourbabytocontinuedevelopinginanincubator

becauseshewon'tsurviveinyourtummyany

longer"

Tearsescapemyeyes

Me:"Idon'tevenhaveamedicalaid,Ican'taffordto

doit,Idon'twork"



Doctor:"I'msorry,yougoingtohavetogotoapublic

hospital"

Isighandleanback

Doctor:"Ihavetogotakecareofotherpatients,a

nursewillcomedischargeyouwhenyourpainhas

reduced,thedrugthatIinjectedyouwillalsocost

butitnotalot...I'mreallysorrybutyouwillgethelp

atapublichospitalifyougorightaway"

Me:"yesdoctor"

Shemakesherwayoutandthewomanwhogave

mealiftmakesherwayin

Her:"howareyoufeeling"

Ibreakdownimmediately

Me:"I'mgoingtolosemybaby,Ican'taffordthis

hospitalIneedtorushtoagovernmenthospital"

Her:"noway,youintoomuchpain,youhavetobe

takencareofimmediately,whatifyougettheretoo

late?"

Me:"Ihavenootherchoice"



Her:"don'tworryaboutthecostsI'llpayfor

everything,youarehavingthisbabysoonbeforeit

dies"

Me:"ohno,Ican'taskyoutodothat"

Her:"I'moffering,thisismyson'shospitalandI

trustthemtohandlethisbetter,atapublichospital

theycouldbecarelesswhenitcomestosurgery

andtheydon'tmakeyourexperienceanybetter,I'll

callthedoctorback,youarehavingthisbabyone

wayortheother"

.

.

.

*****

"Italwaysrainsthehardestonthepeoplewho

deservethesun"(Author)

*******

Tobecontinued

.



.

Icouldn'tconcentratewhilewritingthisinsertasI

wasalsobusywithassignment,pleaseforgiveme

forerrors
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Noah:"howlong?"



Me:...

Noah:"howlonghashebeendoingthistoyou?"

Me:"iiitsnothisfault,it'sme...

Noah:"justanswerwhatI'maskingyou,forhow

longhashebeenbeatingyou?"

Me:"it'sonlybeenafewdays...

Noah:"lyingwon'thelpAmahle,Justtellmethe

truth"

Me:"afewweeks,bbutitdoesn'tevenhurtthat

much"

Noah:"whythefuckareyoudefendinghim!?"

Istartleatthesoundofhisangryvoicelooking

down

Hesitsnexttome

Noah:"tellmeeverything"

Me(sighs):"Iwantedtobreakupwithhimafew

weeksago,becauseourrelationshipwasfailingbut

hedidn'ttakethatverywell,aaandIunderstand

why,ImmeanIhadnorighttoendthingsafter



everythingthathe'sdoneforme"

Noah:"everythingthathe'sdoneforyou?Isthathis

threatofmakingyoustay?Thethingshe'sdonefor

you?Firstofall,thepeoplewhotookyoufromyour

homeworkforourfamilymakingbothhimandI

yourkidnappers,wheretheysellgirls,it'sour

father'sbusinesswejustsecretlybuygirlsfrom

himtohelpthemhaveabetterlife,atfirstus

helpingthemwasinnocentbutastimewentbywe

startedmakingthemdoallthosethings,theideas

werefrommyfirstwifeVanessaandbecauseI

lovedhersomuchIusedtolistentoeverythingshe

said,technicallyhetookyoufromyourhome,

boughtyou,andplayedherosavingyoufroma

placethatheruns?

IfIthrowyouinthefirethenbuyafireextinguisher

tosaveyoufromthefire,amIyourhero?"

Noah:"abuseisabuse,there'sabsolutelyno

justificationforit,whetherheboughtyouthewhole

ofSouthAfrica,itdoesn'tjustifyhimbeatingyouup,

forsomeonewho'sinlovehe'ssurenotactinglikeit,

ifIweretheonewhofellinlovewithyoufirstand



decidedtotakeyououtofthatplace,Iwould've

beenbrutallyhonestwithyouabouteverythingso

thatyouknowwhatyougettingyourselfinto,I

believeinhonesty,that'swhyI'vetoldyou

everythingthewholeuglytruthaboutmyself,he

presentedtoyouasidehe'dknewyou'dfallfor,he

wasn'tcompletelyhonestwithyoufromthe

beginning,hadhetoldyouwhohereallywas,you

probablywouldn'tbehere"

Me:"iiitshisbackground,hhisfather....

Noah:"pleaseshutup,youstartingtopissmeoff,

youarenotgoingbackthereandthat'sfinal,you

understand?"

Me:"he'sgoingtokillmeifheeverfindsme"

Noah:"nooneisgoingtokillyou,notwhileI'mstill

alive"

Iwipemytears,hegetsupandwalksaway

disappearingouttheroomafterafewminuteshe

comesback.Andgoestothebathroom,Ihear

waterrunning

Noah:"come,Ihavesomethingthat'llhelp"



Iwasabouttogetupbuthepicksmeuplikealight

featherwalkingtowardsthebathroom,heputsme

down

Noah:"feelifthewaterisgood"

Ifeelitandit'swarm

Me:"nneedsabitofhotwater"

Noah:"Idon'twantitbeingtoowarmalmosthot,it

won'thelpyourwounds,infactyoushouldbe

bathingincoldwater"

Isigh

Me:"fine,it'sgood"

Noah:"good,youcangetin"

Ilookathim,helooksatmeandshrugs

Me:"canyougetoutsoIcanundress?"

Noah:"whyshouldIgetout?Ineedtotakecareof

yourwounds,besides,it'snothingI'vehaven't

alreadyseen"

Hesmirks



Noah:"oryouwantmetodoitforyou?"

Me:"no"

ItakeoffmyclothesleavingonlymypantyonasI

getinthetub

Noah:"Ineedyoutorelaxandsoakyourbodyinthe

water"

Isinkmybodyin,thewaterfeelsoilyandithas

leavesinit

Me:"whwhatdidyouputinthewater?"

Noah:"IputcoconutoilandAnethumgraveolens,

themostpowerfulleavestohelphealwounds,I

usedittohealmygunwound"

Hetakesacupmixingsomethinginit

Noah:"I'llapplythishomemademixtureonyour

wounds,it'llhelp,ithashoney,Aloevera,garlic,

tumericandlimestonepower,inaweekortwoyour

woundswillbehealed"

Me:"yesdoctor"

Hechucklesashepullsmyhandtohim



rubbingthestuffonme

Noah:"you'vebeencuttingyourself,thatisnotgood

Indy,Ialsousedtocutmyself,Ialmostkilledmyself,

thisendsnow,okay?"

Me:"okay"

Hetouchesmytummy,Isuckitinasherubsit

gently,goinguptomychestin-betweenmybreasts,

herubsaroundthem,thenrubsoverthemashe

goesbackdownclosetomypanty

Helooksatmeintheeyes

Noah:"yougoingtohavetotakeifoff"

Me:"why?"

Noah:"Idon'tknowhowelsehashebeenabusing

you,Ineedtocheckyou"

Me:"butI....

Hedoesn'twaitformetofinishasheslidesmy

pantiesoffcompletelyexposingme.

Herubsbetweenmylegsopeningthemupand

lookingatmypunani



Helooksatitcarefully,hisfacesoseriousthathe

evenhasafrown

Hetouchesit,Iflinchmovingawayfromhishand

Noah:"staystill"

Me:"Noahyoucan'tjusttouchme......

Igaspinsurpriseasheopensmypussylips

stretchingthemapartlookinginsidethesameway

theydowhentheyusedtocheckusourvirginity

backinKZN,hebiteshisbottomlip,mypussy

betraysmebyreactingtohistouch,Iwonderifhe

canseeitvibrating.

Me(whispers):"Nooah"

Noah:"sshhIknowwhatI'mdoing"

Heletsgo

Noah:"youstillgood,sohehasn'tbeensexually

abusingyou?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"no"

Hecontinuesrubbingmybodyandafterhewas



donewewentbacktotheroomwherehedriedme

andlotionedmelikealittlebaby,dressingmeup.

Heonlymademeputonmybraandhisboxersas

hesaidmywoundsneedairtobreaththeymustnot

alwaysbecovered.

WenowchillingonthebedwatchingtheTVinfront

ofhisbed.Itrytoavoidhisgazebutit'stoomuch

toignoresoIlookathim

Me:"what?"

HesighsandlooksbackattheTV

Noah:"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantostare"

Me:"whatisit?"

Helooksatme

Noah:"it'sjust,Ican'thelpbutfeelbadaboutwhat

mybrotherhasdonetoyou,IfeellikeIfailedhim

whenitcomestotreatingawoman,I'vealways

protectedhimfromseeingmombeingbeatenby

dad,onlytodothesametoVanessa,wewerevery

toxictogether,whenIdatedherIhadalotofrespect

forwomenandIsworeI'dneverevertreatawoman



thewaymyfatherdid,andIalsotaughtLowellthe

same,butthenVanessabecamephysicallyabusive

tome,provokingmeeverychanceshegot,Inever

foughtbackandIhadmasteredawayofcontrolling

myanger,plusthepillshelpedabitIguess,butone

dayshehitmesobadIcouldn'tholdmyself

anymoreandIhadstoppedtakingmypills,

everythingwentoutofcontrolthatday,Idon't

rememberhowbadlyIhither,mymemoryofthat

dayisblur,myrelationshipwithhercontradicted

everythingIevertaughtLowell,nowhedidittoyou"

Me:"it'snotyourfault,youhaveamentalcondition,

youhadnocontrolwhenyouhitVanessa,haditnot

beenforyourconditionyouwouldn'thavehither,

youwould'vedealtwithitanotherway,I'msureany

manconditionornoconditiontheywould'veacted

thesamewhywhenprovokedtothatextent,you've

witnessedyourmotherbeingabusedbutyou

discipledyourselftoneverdothattoanother

womanbutyouwereprovoked"

Noah:"itwasstillwrong,Ihatethatbeingbipolaris

usedasjustificationofmyactions,nothingjustifies



beatingawomannotevenamentalillnessshould,

weareacurseineverywoman'slife,wedon't

deservewomenreally,Iwasn'tthebestwith

LulamaaswellbutItriedmybestnottoget

physicalwithher,Ipunishedhersexuallyinstead

notinaverynicewaybutitwasbetterthanhitting

hercauseattheendI'dmakesuresheenjoysit,I'm

verysorryforwhatyou'vebeenthroughbecauseof

myfamily,I'lldealwithLowellthebestwayIknow

how,hewillpayforwhathe'sdonetoyou"

Me:"ppplease,jjustleavehimalone,Idon'twantto

bethecauseofwarbetweenbrothersagain,IIcan't

takeitanymore,healreadyshotyou,allbecauseof

me"

Noah:"I'mnotleavinghimalone"

Ilookawayfromhim

Noah:"IalsohatethefactthatI'vefallenforyou,it'll

beveryhardtowinyourheartnow,somuchhas

happened"

Me:"Idon'tthinkI'lleverbeinanotherrelationship

everagain,Idon'tthinkIwanttheNhlabathisinmy



lifeanymore"

Noah:"that'stoobadcauseyouweremadeforme,

it'sjustthatyourwaytofindingmewasnoteasyor

nice,butwefoundeachother,andnowyouare

stuckwiththeNhlabathisforever"

Ilookathimwithmyforeheadcrissed

Me:"Iwwwasnotmadeforyou"

Noah:"Iwillwaitforyoutohealfirst,Iwillwaitfor

aslongasyouneedtohealfromeverythingyou've

beenthrough,untilwhenyouthinkaboutit,it

doesn'thurtasmuchasitdoestoday,after

spendingtheseDecemberholidaysherewithme,

youwillgobacktoschoolandfocusonyourself,I

willrecommendagoodpsychologistforyouwho

willhelpyouwithyourjourneytohealing,Iwill

supportyoufromadistance,youcantrygiving

othersachance,therearereallygoodguysout

therewithpureintentions,butI'dratherhaveyou

focusingonyourselfandstayawayfromboys,you

willliveyoursixvarsityyearslikeothergirlsyour

age,youwillgraduateandIwilltrymyluckwithyou



againafteryou'vegraduated,ifyoufeelyouare

happierwithusapart,thenIwillneverbotheryou

everagain,I'lldragmycrushedprideandwalkaway

forgood"

Ilookathimasasmilethreatensmyface

Me:....

Noah:"butifyoufallformycharmsbeforeyoueven

graduatethenI'msorryI'mgoingtohavetomake

youmine"

Me(laughs):"yyyourcharms?"

Noah:"youdon'tthinkyoureallycanresistmefor

thatlongdoyou?"

Irollmyeyeslaughingathim

Me:"resistingyouwillbetheeasiestthingI'llever

do"

NextthingIknowhisfaceisrightagainstmine

leavingonlyaninchbetweenourlips

Noah:"really?Areyousureaboutthat?"

Mybreathingfailingmeasmyeyesgetlostinhis



greyeyes,Imovemyheadbackabit,hemoveshis

closer

Me(whispers):"stop"

Itrytowarnasmyeyesclosehislipsbarely

touchingmineashiswarmbreathhitsagainstmine

Noah(whispering):"I'mgoingtokissyouokay?"

Me:"okay"

Ileanforwardbutmylipsdon'treachhis,Iopenmy

eyesandhe'slookingatmewithasmileacrosshis

face

Noah:"it'llbetheeasiestthingyou'lleverdohuh?"

Me:"mxm"

Itakethepillowandhithimwithitashelaughsat

me,heblockittakingitawayfromme

Me:"yyouwouldn'twanttobewithmeifyouknew

whatistobecomeofme"

Hissmiledisappears

Noah:"andwhatisthat?"



IsighasI'mnotsureifIshouldtellhim

Me:"Ihhhaveacalling,anancestralcalling"

Noah:"what?"

Me:"Ihaveacallingtobecomeatraditionaldoctor,

asangoma"

Noah:"noway,thatcan'tbetrue"

Inod

Me:"it'strue"

hesighsandrestshischinonhishandoverhis

mouth

Noah:"wow,soyougoingtobeawitchdoctor?"

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.



.

Ijustknockedofffromwork,I'mnowpackingsto

gohometomyparent's

placeasdadhasaskedtoseeme,Istillcan't

believethattheyactuallydivorced.

Theirdivorcereallytookatollonme

Iwasn'thappyaboutitatall,it'salwaysbeenmom

anddadmywholelifeasmuchasalwaysfoughtit

wasnicehavingthemtogethermosttimeswhenwe

werehappyandtheywerenotfighting.Theystill

livingtogetherthoughuntildadhasfullyrecovered

thenhe'llmovetoanotherhouse.IguessI

understandwhymomdecidedtofinallydivorce,but

whatIdon'tunderstandiswhynow?Nowthathe's

reallychangedsheleaves.

Idon'tknowwhatI'ddoifAmahleweretoleaveme,

Ican'tbelieveIalmostlostherwhenshethreatened

tobreakupwithme,Icouldn'tletithappen,soI

madeherstaytheonlywayIknowhowawomanis

madetostay,momstayedsomanyyearswithdad

becausehewasstrictonher,andsinceI'vebeen



strictwithAmahle,she'safraidofleavingme,she'll

staywithmeforevernow,Idon'tlikeseeinghercry

though,Idon'tlikemyselfwhenIhither,she'ssuch

agoodgirlIdon'tevenhaveagoodreasonfor

hittingher,IhavetogetmyselfdrunkbeforeIcan

doit,IwishIcouldjustlethergoletherbefree,but

myloveforherjustwon'tallowme.Iloveherso

deeplyI'dhurtsobadlyshouldIloseher.

I'veneverbeeninlovebefore,ifsheleaves

me...whatifInevergettoexperienceitagain?

I'montheroaddrivingtomydad'splace

IslowdownasIapproachtheredrobot.

IwaitforcarstopassthentherobotturngreenI

startmovingbutIquicklyhitthebreaksasIseea

bloodyNoahstandinginthemiddleoftheroad

Me(screaming):"thefuuuuuuuck!!"

Thecarshootmanagingtogopastme

HisimagedisappearandIdrivetothenearest

parking

Istopthecarandrubmyeyes,whatisgoingon



withme,I'vebeenseeingNoah'simagesince

yesterday,Idon'tbelieveinghosts,beinghauntedis

somethingIthoughtonlyhappensinmoviesandto

peoplewhoactuallybelieveinsuch,ifIcarryonlike

thisImightendupgoingcrazy.Whatthehellis

goingonwithme

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

.

ThefamilydidnottakeMuzi'sdeathverywell,they

madeallkindsofthreatstome,theystrongly

believethatIhadsomethingtodowithhisdeath,

talkingabouthowtheirfamilysangomaispowerful

andIwillnevergetpeaceuntilIcomeclean

Ideniedeverythingofcause,butIwon'tsayIwasn't

movedbytheirthreatsthekingsofroyaltyinthe



villagesareusuallyprotectedbypowerful

Sangomas.

I'lljusthavetogotoSaqwithiforprotection,she's

theonlypowerfulwitchIknow,eventhoughIhate

herforwhatshedidtome,butIhavenootherwayI

needtobeprotected.

Lawyer:"areweready?"

Me:"yes"

Muzi'smother:"weready"

Lawyer:"okay,Muziwouldlikeyoualltoknowthis,

heisnowinahappierplace,mom,pleasedonotbe

toosadfortoolongifyouarereadingthisletterI

amnowreunitedwithourancestors,IpromiseIwill

bethestrongestancestorsofall,Iwillprotectour

familyinthespiritualworldwithallmymight,

inyebezizakhoaziweliphansi,Iloveyoumom"

Themothercrieswhilethedaughtersholdher

tryingtocalmherdown

Lawyer:"okay,Muzileftallhisbusinessestohis

family,forhissisterstorun"



Me:"nowait,thatcan'tberight?"

Lawyer:"mam,please,letmefinish,heleftthe

houseandhislifesavings,hiscarforThulilethe

wife"

Muzi'smom:"ilokhoebekufunavele,imaliyengane

yam!Argha!!"

Lawyer:"everythingwillberealisedaftertwomonths,

thankyou"

Hegetsupandleaves

NotexactlywhatIexpectedbutit'sbetterthan

nothing,thatstupidlawyermadehimdothis,he

wassupposedtoleaveeverythingtomeincluding

thebusinessesmxm!

.

.

.

Thandile

.

.



.

IopenmyeyesandI'mmetbythebeautifullady

thathelpedme

Her:"heyyouawake,howyoufeeling"

Me:"I'minpain"

Her:"I'msorry,you'llbealright,theydeliveredyour

babysuccessfully"

Me:"issheokay?"

Her:"she'shealthy,she'lljusthavetobeinthe

incubatorforthenextthreemonths"

Me:"okay,aslongasshe'salive,I'mhappy"

Her(smiling):"she'saverystrongbaby"

Ilookatherandsmile

Me:"thankyousomuchforhelpingme,youarean

angelindisguise"

Her:"Icouldn'tjustpassastrugglingpregnant

womanasifIdon'tknowherpain"

Me:"Ididn'tevengetyourname?"



Her:"Norah,NorahNhlabathi...ImeanButhelezi,

NorahButhelezi"

Me(chuckles):"youforgotyourownsurnamemam?"

Shelaughsshowingoffherbeautifulwhiteteeth

anddeepdimples

Her:"haiwenait'sjustIrecentlydivorcedfroma

twentythreeyearoldmarriage,soit'sbeenawhile

sinceI'vecalledmyselfbymyownsurname"

Me:"ohhI'msosorrytohearthat"

Her:"Itwasboundtohappen,itwasn'teven

supposedtobethislongIstayedandtoleratedalot

ofbullshit,butI'mbacktomysensesnow"

Me:"I'mhappyyouchoseyourselfandyourmental

health,manywomenfailtodothat"

Her:"I'mhappytoo"

Thedoctorwalksin

Doc:"MsMbokazi,howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"exhaustedandinpain"

Doc:"thatiscommon,Iwillgiveyousomethingto



helpwiththepain"

Me:"where'smybaby?"

Doc:"yourbabygirlissleeping,westillhavetorun

sometestandgetherheadexaminedtocheckfor

anyheadinjuries,youfellonyourtummysothat

couldcauseacrackedskullorothermentalhealth

problemsforyourbaby"

Me:"ohGod,pleasehelpher,Ineedherhealthy,can

Iseeher?"

Doc:"yeswewillbringherincubatortoyourwardas

shewillsoonneedhermilk"

Me:"okay,thankyoudoctor"

Shesmilesandwalksout

Norah:"don'tworryshe'llbefine"

Me:"Iprayso"

Norah:"haveyouthoughtofanynamesforher?"

Me:"Othalive,it'sXhosameaning,onewhohearsthe

nameofGod,whenIfellIkeptcallingGodto

protectmybaby,andmybabysurvived,sheheard



thenameofGod"

Norah:"ohthat'sanicenameandunique,beautiful

meaningforastrongsurvivingbaby"

Me:"yeah"

Norah:"sowheredoyoulive?"

Me(sighs):"atthemoment,I'mhomeless,thefather

ofthechildkickedmeout,myhomeisbackinKzn,

ithasbeenabandoned,I'llhavetogobackandtry

makealivingfromthatsidewithmybaby,causeI

don'ttrustwecansurviveJoburgonourown,Iwas

supposedtobelookingformysisterAmahle,butI

willneverfindhernowthatIhaveachildIneedto

takecareofandJoburgistoobig...

Norah:"wait,didyousayAmahle?"

Ilookatherandnod

Me:"yes...

Norah:"ishersecondnameIndigo?"

Myheartskipsabeatasmyeyeswidenedlooking

ather



Me:"yeahAmahleIndigoMbokazi,doyouknow

her?"

Shegaspscoveringhermouth

Norah:"younotgoingtobelievethisbut,Iknowher

prettywell,she'sdatingmysonLowell"

Me:"ohmyGod,doyouhavehernumber?Canyou

tellmewhereshestays?Pleasetellherthather

sis....

Norah:"calmdownThandi,afteryou'vebeen

discharged,youcomingwithme,youwillseeyour

sister"

TearsescapemyeyesasIcrycoveringmyface

Norah:"Godseemstobeonyoursidetoday,itwas

notacoincidencethatIhelpedyou,itwasGod's

plan"

.

.

.

*****



"TrulyGodworksinmysteriousways,thewheelsof

hismercyandjusticemovequietly...buttheydo

move"

(BillyGraham)

*******
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Amahle:"yeah,bbutIdon'twantit,hhowamI

supposedtocontinuewithschoolifIanswerit?At

thesametime,ifIdon'tanswerit,I'lllivea

miserablelifeforever,Icanevengocrazytoapoint

whereI'lllandinamentalhospital,itcanevenkill

me...(sighs)it'sveryhardtomakeadecisioncause

I'machristianandmyreligionisagainstthese

things...Idon'tknowwhattodo,shouldIstay

faithfultoGodandthewayIbelieveinhimandrisk

mylife...orshouldIjusttakeLisa'sadviseand

answermycalling?Shegavemeawholedifferent

insightaboutancestorsandGodandhowthey

relate....don'tevenbothertryingtopursueme,Iam

badluck,badluckfollowsmewhereverIgo"

Ikeepmyeyesonhersassheexplains

Me:"Iknowabitaboutancestorsandallthatstuff,

butIjustchosetonotbelieveinthem,mymother

taughtuschristianity,eventhoughI'mnotastrong

religiouspersonbutIdobelieveinGod,Ijustdon't

investmuchinthesereligiousthings,butIusedto

pray,(chuckles)man,it'sbeenyearssinceIprayed,

Iusedtoprayformymother,whenIwasyounger,



butIstoppedcauseGodwasn'thelpingmymother

heletherstayinthattrashmarriage....butIthink

youshouldansweryourcalling,it'snotabadthing,

you'llstillhealpeople"

Amahle:"youthinkso?IfIdoImighthavetogo

somewhereforinitiation,whataboutmystudies?"

Me:"howlongdoesinitiationtake?"

Amahle:"I'mnotsure,forsomeittakesafew

monthsandforsomeyearsdependingonyour

calling"

Me:"youhavetoansweritAmahle,anythingthat

hastodowithancestorsandspiritualthingswhen

theyhavechosenyou,theymeanbusiness,they

canturnyourwholelifeupsidedownifyoudon't

answer,I'vereadandheardstoriesaboutthese

thingseventhoughIdon'tbelieveinthemitdoesn't

meanIdon'tbelievetheyexist,howareyou

supposedtoanswerthecalling?"

Amahle:"Igggetadreamwherethere'smyfather

callingmetocometohimashe'sstandingbythe

river,tellingmetocomejoinmyancestors,butI



alwaysrunawayfromhimthenIendupfallingina

pitwhereasnakeengulfsmeandhassexwithme,I

onctriedrunningtowardsmyfatherbutthesnake

wouldcatchme....soI'mnotsurewhatIshoulddo

causeeventhoughIdochoosemyfather,thesnake

alwayscatchesme"

Me:"Ithinkmaybeit'sbecauseyoudon'tbelieveor

youdon'ttrustthem,andyounotchoosingthem

wholeheartedly,Ithinkyoushouldfirstmakea

decision,maybeprayaboutitbeforeyousleepand

acceptthegiftinyourheartfirstbeforeacceptingit

throughthedream...

Amahle:"youreckon?.…..

Me:"IhavenoideawhatI'mtalkingaboutit'sjust

myopinion,I'mtryingtounderstandthisasmuch

asyouare,buttrythatfornow,andifitdoesn't

work,I'llpersonallysendyoutogoseeasangoma

whowillhelpyou"

Amahle:"okay,I'lltrythatIguess"

Me:"yeah"

Amahle:"yyyounotdisappointed?Ordisgusted?"



Me(frowns):"atwhat?"

Amahle:"thatI'mpossessedbyadeadperson?an

ancestors?"

Me:"younotpossessed...

Amahle:"Iam,theancestorwillbeworkingthrough

metohealpeople,I'llbecalledugogo"(granny)

Ilaughabitcoveringhismouth

Me:"I'msorry,Idon'tmeantolaugh,it'sjusttheway

yousaidit"

Shesmileslaughingabit

Amahle:"that'showit'llbe"

Me:"whyshouldthatbedisgusting?"

Amahle:"Idon'tknow"

Igetonthebedandsitnexttoher

Me:"there'sabsolutelynothingwrongordisgusting

withit,listen,throughouttheseholidayswe'llbe

workingonacceptingyourgift,andifwefailIcan

bringasangomaheretohelpyoufigureitout,when

it'stimetostartwithinitiation,we'llgotocampus



andaskthatyoubecomeaparttimestudent,it

won'tbeeasybeingamedicalparttimestudent,

veryfewuniversitiesofferthat,buttheydoallowif

youhaveveryvalidpersonalorfamilyissues,you'll

haveagoodreason,andit'sbetweenlifeanddeath

sothey'llallowit,yourDeanandIareclose,Ican

talktohimtomakeanacceptionforyou"

Amahle:"you'ddothat?"

Me:"yeah,mybrotherandIincludingmyfather's

businesshavefuckedupyourlife,soI'llmakeitmy

missiontobuildyoubacktogetheragain,actuallyto

helpyoubuildyourselfbacktogetheragain"

Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"yyyoujustgoingtoremindmeaboutitall

someday,hhowyoumademe,hhowIwwould'ntbe

thereifitweren'tforyou,Ithinkitbestyoujustlet

megosoIcanfigurethingsoutonmyown,Idon't

trustanyhelpcomingfromaNhlabathi,yyouare

veryheartlesspeople,Idonotwanttodependon

y'all"

Me:"Iunderstandwhatyousayingbutrightnowyou



needsomeoneforemotionalsupport,it'llbeavery

emotionaljourneyforyou,Ipromise,Idon'twant

anythinginreturn,letmehelp,onceyou'vefound

yourfeet,I'llletyougo,you'llgoliveyourlife

howeveryouwantwithwhomeveryouwant,butfor

now,youneedsomeoneforthisspiritualjourney,

it'llalsobeaneyeopenerformetoo,I'minterested

inlearningmoreaboutourcultureandtraditions

nowthatitinvolvesyousomuch,Iwanttobepart

ofit,maybeI'llunderstandwhymygrandadwanted

metogethelpfromasangoma...

Amahle:"youwillingtogothroughthiswithme?"

Me:"yesIam,whatdoIhavetolose"

Amahle:"aaandyou'llgoseeasangomaaboutyour

mentalissuelikeyourgrandfatherproposed?"

Me:"yes...butononecondition"

Amahle:"what?"

Me:"Iwantyoutobethesangomatohelpme...so

onceyoudonewithyourinitiationandyou've

graduatedasasangoma,thenI'mgoingtobeyour

firstpatient"



Asmilereluctantlycreepsonherface

Amahle:"ppromisemeyouwon'tchangeonme"

Me:"Ipromise,Iwon'tchangeonyou,fornowI'll

justbeafriend,Idon'twantyoutobeminebecause

Ihelpedyou,butifyoueverbecomemine,itmust

becompletelyfromthedesireofyourheart,andifit

neverhappens,it'llbreakmyheartbutthat'sokay

too,Iwanttoseeyouhappyandatpeace,andif

yourpeaceandhappinessmeansthatIshouldn't

beinyourlife,thenI'llneverbotheryouagain..but

fornow,letmehelpyoudiscoveryourspiritual

journey,that'sallIaskfor..thentherest,we'lljustgo

withtheflow"

Amahle:"thankyouforthesupport,bbutonthe

datingsideIdon'tthinkitshouldhappen,ffornow,

myheartisclosed,Idon'twanttoeverputitoutin

theopenlikethatagain,sometimesIwonderhow

I'mstillbreathing,thepainthatI'vefeltisgreater

thananyphysicalpainI'veeverfelt,I'msorryNoah,

butI'mgoingtohavetodenygivingyouachance"

Me:"Iunderstand,butdon'tdenyjustyet,let'snot



worryaboutthatrightnow,fornow,let'sfocuson

findingyou,theAmahlethat'scagedunderallthat

pain,theonethatislockedupinthedarkworld,that

worldofsuicidethoughts,theonethat'sbeen

drownedbythealcohol,onceyou'vefoundher,then

youcancomebackanddenyme,butfornow,just

letmebehere,that'sallIaskfor"

Shelooksintomyeyesforawhile,Ireturnthegaze

untilshedropshereyes

Amahle:"okay,Ihearyou"

Ismile

Me:"good,nowcanwestopwithallthissobbiness,

jeezmyeyeshurtfromholdinginallthatsalty

water"

Ileanbackonthepillow

Sheleansbackaswell

Amahle:"whydon'tyoujustletthemrunfree?"

Iraisemyonebrowlookingather

Me:"I'vecriedinfrontofyoubefore,I'mnotdoing

thatagain,Iain'tweaklikethat"



Amahle:"cryingisaweakness?"

Me:"foryou,no,forme,hellyeah"

Sherollshereyeswhileshakingherhead

Amahle:"sssowhwhereareyousleepingIseeyou

onlyhaveonebedroom"

Me:"whatdoyoumeanwhereamIsleeping?Thisis

myroomsis,youcantakethecouch"

Shelaughsasshetakesthepillows

Amahle:"here,youcanmakeyourselfcomfortable

onthecouchandyoucanusethatblanketover

there"

Shethrowsthematme,Ilookather,isshelosing

hermindperhaps?

Me:"uhm,excusememiss?"

Amahle:"yyyoumaybeexcused,andbringmefood

whileyouatit,colddrinkandasnack,thanksfor

yourcooperation,youhandlingthiskidnappingvery

well!Ifyoukeepthisupyoumightscoreyourselfan

oscarawardforbestkidnapper"



ShetakestheremoteandraisesthevolumeasI

lookatherindisbelief

.

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Me:"IthinkI'mlosingmyminddad,Idon'tknow

what'sgoingonwithme"

Dad:"stopfreakingoutandtellmewhathappened?"

IthrowmycarkeysonthecouchasIpaceupand

down

Me:"he'severywhere,Iseehimeverywhere"

Dad:"seewho?Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Ilookupathimandhe'sstandingrightbehindDad,



Ijumponthecouch

Me(trembling):"bbbehindyou,hehe'srightbehind

you!!"

Noah:"youshotyourownbrother!Areyouproudof

that!!Areyouproud!!"

Me:"no,nopleaseforgiveme"

Dad:"Son!!What'swrongwithyou,there'snoone

here!Lowell!!"

Me:"Ididn'tmeanto,Ididn'tmeanto,please!"

Ilookatmyhandsandtheydrippingblood,Iwipe

theminmyclothesdirtyingmyselfevenmore

Me:"NoNodaditsnotwhatitlookslike,Ididn'tkill

him..Iaskedforforgiveness..Idid...

IwalktothebathroomtowashmyhandsasItake

offmybloodyclothes

Igetintheshowerandwashmyselfbutmyhands

onlygetbloodier

Me:"nono,getoffme!"

"Youwillpay!Youwillpayforkillingme"



Me:"nopleaseI'msorryI'mbeggingyouplease

forgiveme....Ididn'tmeanto"

Isitdownbytheshowertiles

"Confessyoursinsandyoushallbeforgiven"

Ishakemyheadwhileholdingit

Me:"goawayNoah!!Leavemealone!!Please!"

Thebathroomdooropen,IstartlegettingupasI

opentheshowerslidetoseewhoitis

Dad:"Lowell?Tellme,whatisgoingonsoIcanget

youhelp?Whatareyouseeing?What'shappening?"

IopenmymouthreadytotellhimbutIlookaround

andnoticemyclothesarespotless,Ilookatmy

hands,theyclean,andNoahisnothereanymore

Butmyheartisstillracinginfear

Me:"Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonDad,Idon'tknow"

.

.

.



Amahle

.

.

.

Hewalksinwithatrayoffoodandacolddrinkand

apacketofchipsinbetweenhisfingers.

Ididn'tthinkhe'dactuallygetmeeverythingIasked

for

Noah:"yourdinnerisservedsweetheart"

Me:"thankyouOcean"

Hegivesmeawarninglook

Noah:"don'tevenstartwithme"

Ilaughathim

Me:"okay,I'msorry"

Noah:"nextthingyou'llbeaskingmewheresmy

ark"

Me:"whereisitanyway?"

HefrownandIburstintolaughterIstopasIfeel



painfrommywounds

Noah:"thesearegoingtobeverylongholidays"

Hegivesmethetray

Me:"tellmeaboutit"

Ilookatthefoodanditlooksgood,Ireallythought

I'dhavetheappetite,butit'sjustnotappetizing

Noah:"yousaidyouwantfood,eat"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"nginenhliziyoencaneIthoughtI'deatbutIjust

cannot"

Noah:"noAmahleyouhavetoeat,lookatyou,you

practicallyawalkingzombie"

Ilookathimsquintingmyeyes,helaughs

Noah:"okayyounotazombie....youmorelikea

skeleton"

Ipunchhisshoulder

Me:"I'llpourthiscolddrinkonyou"

Noah(laughing):"ngyadlalakantiawudlaliswayin?"



(I'mjustplaying,can'tIjokewithyou?)

Me:"youmean"

Noah:"atleastyouknowthatI'mmean,I'mnota

niceguyandyoushouldgetusedtoit"

Mysmiledisappears

Noah:"I'mkidding,don'tgetsadnow"

Me:"I'msssorry,iiitsnotwhatyousaid,it'sjustI

don'twanttogettoocomfortablearoundyou"

Hesighs

Noah:"webacktobeingsadagain?"

Iputmytrayonthesidetable

Me:"yyoudon'thavetobesad,I'msorrybutwhat

youdidwillalwaysbeonmymind,Ican'tjustforget

it,andeverytimeIthinkaboutit,ithurtsmeeven

more"

Noah:"andI'llapologizeeveryday,untilitdoesn't

hurtyouanymore,youhaveeveryrighttobemadat

me"

Me:"I'mverymadatyou,Ididnotexpectallthat



fromyou,youdeceivedme"

Noah:"okay,letmeapologizetheproperwaythen"

Hegetsoffthebedandstandsinfrontofit.He

takestheremoteandgoestoyoutubeontheTV,he

doesavoiceover

Noah:"Anthonyhamiltonprayforme"

Itchangestothemusicvideo,hepauseditbeforeit

startsandwalksouttheroom,Iwatchhim

confusedashegetsbackwithabroomanda

flower,lookslikehejustpickeditoutfromthe

ground.

Hewalkstohiswardrobeandtakesacowboyhat,

hetakesoffhisshirtexposinghisbuffmuscled

body,he'sonlyleftinhissweatpantsasheletshis

tieddreadlockslooseandputsonhishat,hewalks

backinfrontofthebed

holdingthebroomasamikeandflower,

Icovermymouthholdinginmysmile

Noah(countryaccent):"babygirl,IknowI'vedone

youwrong,butthisheresongcomesfromthe



deepestplacesofmyheart,Ihopeonedayyou'llbe

abletoforgivethiscrazyoldlad"

Ican'thelpbutlaughathisaccent

Hepressesplayandstartssingingalong

Noah: Iwasstupid,reallystupid

Somethingtoldmedeepinside"Betternotdoit"

Whatadummy,suchadummy

ToletsomemessIshouldn'thavedidtakeyou

fromme

GirlifIcouldtakeitback

It'dbesoback

I'dbesuchanangel

You'dthinkthatmeandJesuswascool

Likethat,justlikethat

Everythingbetweenusbegood......

Hehandsmetheflowerstuckingitinmyhairnext

tomyear

Noah:" GirlIknowwhatIshouldhavedone



ShouldhavewalkedawaythemomentthatIsaw

hercoming

ButIblewit,reallyblewit

AndlosttheonlygirlIloooove

DearGod,ifyou'relistenin'now

Ineedyoudoathingforme

Youseemybaby,shedoneupandwalkedout

Ineedyoubringherbacktome

IknowthatIwaswrong,Iwasguiltyinsin

Probablynotpriority

ButdearGod,ifyou'relistenin'now

I'mdownhere,dyin',beggin',cryin'

Somebodyneedtoprayforme

Hemoveshiswaistslowlyandsexuallyagainstthe

broomashecontinuessingingtothesong,Ikeep

laughingandcoveringmyeyesashismovesare

toosexualandhe'sreallysmoothwithit.



Noah: ThoughtIwassomething,reallysomething

Intheend,whoknewI'dendupwithnothing?

Iwasfronting,trulyfronting

Girl,Ireallycan'tbemad,Ihaditcoming

GuessifIwashalfthemanIknowIam

IwouldbesogoodthatevenOprahbejealousof

you(Ilaugh)

It'slikethat,yeah,likethat

Everythingbetweenusbegood....

MycheeksareburningupasI'mtryingmybestnot

toblushbutIcan'thelpit

Imevensqueezingthemformetostopsmilingso

much,buthiswinksandthethingshe'sdoingto

thatbroomIcan'thelpbutlaugh

Me(laughing):"stop!!Pleasestopalready!"

Hepausedthesongandlookedatme

Noah:"what?"

Me:"it'sokay,pppleaseforgivethepoorbroom"



Hechuckles

Noah:"areyoujealousofthebroomsweetheart?"

Me:"No,I'mnot"

Hewalkstowardsmeandstretcheshishandtome,

ItakehishandasIstandup

Me:"whwhatarewedoing?"

Noah:"I'lldancewithyouinstead"

Me:"Ican'tdance"

Noah:"justfollowmylead"

Me:"I'llsteponyou"

Noah:"youwon't"

Hepullsmecloseasheresumesthesongandwe

dancetoit

Me:"tooclose"

Noah:"that'showslowdancingworkssweetheart"

Iplacemyheadoverhisshoulderaswemoveto

thebeat,hisoneleggoesbetweenmineandmine

betweenhismakingmefeeleverypartofhim,with



hisdickhittingagainstmeaswemovebackand

forth

DearGod,ifyou'relistenin'now

Needyoudoonethingforme

Youseemybaby,shedoneupandwalkedout

Ineedyoubringherbacktome

IknowthatIwaswrong,Iwasguiltyinsin

Probablynotpriority(probablynotpriority)

ButdearGod,ifyou'relistenin'now

I'mdownhere,dyin',beggin',cryin'

Somebodyoughtaprayforme

I'mmakingyouthispromiserightnow

Ifyoucandothisonethingforme

I'llbethemanthatyouwant

I'llbethemanthatyouneed

ChurcheverySunday



PrayerseveryMonday

Tuesday,Wednesday,ThursdayandFriday

Justbringmybabybacktome

Noah(whispersinmyear):"I'msorryAmahle,from

thebottomofmyheart"

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

AfterthatdisturbingmomentinthebathroomI

apologizedtodadformybehavior,Icouldn'ttell

himIwasseeingNoah,andbloodinmyhands,he

would

immediatelyknowthatIhadsomethingtodowith

hisdeath



Me:"okayletmegetgoing,Amahleisprobably

wonderingwhereIam"

Dad:"it'sbeenawhilesinceI'veseenher,you

shouldbringheroveragain,makehergetusedto

us"

Me:"Iwill,butfortheholidaysIpromisedtotakeher

somewhereoutthecountryjustthetwoofus,you

knowtogetsomefreshair"

Dad:"thatsoundsgood,youshoulddothesethings

forhertokeepthesparkinyourrelationship,Iwas

doingthesameforyourmotheruntilonedayI

switchedoutofnowhere"

Me:"momwillforgiveyoudad,she'llcomebackto

hersenses,doyouthinkmaybesheleftcauseyou

nothittingheranymore?Imeanshestayedthrough

theabuse,butnowthatyou'vechanged,she'sleft

you?Doyouthinksheenjoyedthebeatings?"

Dad:"No,it'snotlikethat,it'sbecausewhileIwas

abusingherwewerebothunderaspell,shedidn't

leavecauseshejustcouldn'tandshealsonever

understoodwhyshecouldn'tjustleave,butnow



thatwegotcleansing,webothbacktoournormal

mindsandshehassomuchangerforeverything

thatIdid,shefeelslikeshe'sfailedyouguysfor

stayingandputtingyouthroughthat,soIguessher

leavingnow,ishermakingituptoherselfandyou"

Inod

Me:"Isee,letmego,usalekahle"

(Staywell)

Dad:"areyousurethere'snothingyouneedtotell

me?"

Ilookathimasmyheartskipsabeat

Me:"no,why?"

Dad:"justasking,uhambekahle"

(Gowell)

Igetupandheadtothedoorwhenmommakesher

wayin

Mom:"ohheybaby"

Weshareahug



Me:"heymah,wherehaveyoubeen"

Mom:"somuchhappenedonmywayback,Ihelped

ayoungladywhowasheavilypregnantandwas

experiencingproblemsontheroad,youwon't

believewhosheis"

Me:"who?"

Mom:"hernameisThandile,she'sAmahle'ssister

fromKzn,IneedyoutocomewithAmahlesoonso

shecancomeseehersister,she'sbeenlookingfor

her,Iinvitedhertostaywithuscauseshe'sstill

youngandcurrentlyhomelessandjobless"

Me:"whoa,that'sbignews,Amahlewillbeexcitedto

hearthis,letmegetgoing"

Mom:"okay,makesureyoucomebacksoonwith

her"

Me:"Iwillbye"

IkisshercheekandheadoutasIdrivebacktothe

house.

AfterfortyminutesIarrivedandparkedoutside

thenmademywayinside.



IlockthedoorasIgetinthedarkhouse

Me:"babe!Whyyousittinginthedark?"

IaskasIswitchonthelightsandheadtothe

bedroom,Iswitchonthelightsthereaswell,she's

notinhere.

Me:"babe!?"

Iwalktothebathroomshe'snotthere

Myhearstartspoundingfastatthethoughtofher

runningaway

Me:"Amahle!Don'tfuckenplaygameswithme,I

sweartoGodifyounotinthishouseIwillkillyou,

that'snotathreat!"

Ilookalloverthehouseincludingoutside,Ieven

askedtheneighborsandtheyhaven'tseenher,I

headtothesecurityatthegate

Me:"haveyouseenAmahle,thedarkskinnedpetite

beautifulgirl?Shestaysatflat227"

Security:"nope,Ionlycameondutynow"

Me:"givemethenumbersofthepersonwhowason



duty"

Security:"okay"

HegivesmehisnumberandIcallhimimmediately

andaskedhimaboutAmahle

"Nosir,Ididn'tseeher"

Me:"whatisyourjob!?Huh!?"

Ithrowmyphoneangrilyonthefloor

Me:"fuck!!"

Iheadbacktothehouseandstartpacingcalling

herfriendLucawhoalsosayshehasn'ttalkedto

herinawhile

Me:"no,no,Amahle,don'tdothistome...wherethe

hellareyou?"

Shedoesn'tevenhaveaphoneIcantryheron,

wherecouldshegoshehasnoonehereandIdon't

giveheranymoneytokeephere,knowinghershe'll

probablysleepinthestreets.

Me:"Godpleaseprotectherforme,please"

IfeeltearsescapemyeyesasIgetinthecarand



drivearoundtheneighborhoodlookingforher

.

.

.

********

"Lifeislikeanecho,whatyousendout..comesback.

Whatyoureap...yousow.Whatyougive..youget.

Whatyouseeinothers...existsinyou.

Lifeisanecho...italwaysgetsbacktoyou"

(Unknown)

*******

Tobecontinued
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Idrovealloverbraamfontein,eventhoughitwas

uselesscausethisplaceissobigandit'slateI

wouldn'tevennoticeifIpassedher.Ineverthought

she'dpullastuntlikethisafterallmythreats,would

shereallyprefertosleepinthestreets?I'veeven

calledthepoliceandreportedhermissing.

I'mparkedoutsidetheapartment,I'mtooweakto

evengetinthehouse,Ican'tsleepnotknowing

wheresheis,isshewarm?Whataretheydoingto

her?

Wasshekidnapped?Aretheyrapingherrightnow?

ItakemycrackedscreenphoneanddialDerek

"Shobozza"



Me:"Derek,IthinkAmahleranawayorshe'sbeen

kidnapped,Ineedyouandtheguystohelpmefind

herasap!Youhearme?"

"YehyehIhearyoubozza,eish,doesn'tshehavea

phone?Wecould...

Me:"Nodamit!Don'tyouthinkIhaven'talready

thoughtofthat!?Shedoesn'thaveaphone,there's

notrackeronher,she'sjustwonderingthestreets

somewhereandIdon'tknowwherethefuckto

start"

Ipressmylipssuppressingmyurgeto

breakdownintotears

"Okaydon'tworryboss,weonit,sizomthola

umuntuwakho"

(We'llfindyourgirl)

Me:"pleaseman,findherassoonaspossible

beforesomethingbadhappenstoherifithasn't

alreadyhappened"

"I'mcallingallmyconnectionsaroundtheblockto

keepalookoutforher,letmegetonitimmediately"



Me:"please"

"Alrightsharpo"

Ihangupandsighastearsfinallyescapemyeyes

Me:"Godplease,I'msorry,I'msorryforthewayI

treatedher,pleasejustbringherbacktome

safely...(sobs)..ohhGod!

(screams)...Amaaahlleee!!!!"

Me(whispers):"wherethefuckareyou?"

"(Whispers)youfinallykilledhertoo,youa

murderer!"

Me:"No,noshe'snotdead"

"Youamurdererandyougoingtopay!"

Ilookaroundandthere'snoone,Iquicklygetoff

thecarandheadtothehouse

Isitbythecouchandmakeaphonecall

"Heyhunny"

Me(sniffs):"mah?"

"What'swrong?Areyouokay?"



Me:"it'sAmahle,Ithinkshe'smissing,she's

nowheretobefound"

"What!Nosheprobablywenttoafriend'shouse,

haveyoutriedallherfriends?"

Me:"Itriedthemall,whatifsomeonekidnappedher

mah?Ofsomethingbadhappenstoher....

"Okayokcalmdown,doyouwanttocomeoverfor

thenight?"

Me:"NoIhavetobeherehopefullyshe'llcomeback,

shemustfindmehere"

"Okay,yourfatherandIwillalsoaskpeoplewe

knowtokeepoutforher,DearGodIhopeshe'ssafe

whereversheis,hersisterissoclosetofindingher

andthishappen?"

Me:"maybeI'mpayingformysins,maybeGodis

punishingmeforthehorriblethingsI'vedone"

"Don'ttalklikethat,ithasn'tevenbeentwentyfour

hoursyet,she'sabiggirl,sheprobablywent

somewhereforfreshairwithafriend"

Me:"she'snotwithherfriend"



"GirlsmakemanyfriendsLowellandshewon'ttell

youorintroduceyoutoallofthem,maybesheleft

withsomegirlfromtheflatsforafewdrinksand

freshair,she'syoungandshe'sallowedtogoout

onceinawhile,youcan'texpecthertobelockedup

inthehouseduringDecemberholidayseven"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"youjustdon'tunderstand,Amahledoesn'tgo

out...atall...

.

.

.

Fewdayslater

Lulama

.

.

.

I'vebeensittinginmyroomthewholedayI'm

startingtogetworriedasIhaven'tfeltmybaby



kickingormovingsincelastnightanditsnow

anotherdaynobudge,somethingisdefinitelynot

right.

IgetupandheadtothekitchendownstairswhenI

feelasharppainfrommyabdomen

"Aahhh!"

Iscreamoutloudasthepaingetsworse

Ifeelliquidrunningdownmylegs

Me:"mmaaaaaaaa!!!"

Nkosi:"kwenzenjani?"

(What'shappening?)

Me:"Ithinkmywaterbroke,weneedtoaaahhhhhh...

Iholdmytummyclosingmyeyesfeelingthe

unbearablepaintearingupmyveinsontheinside

Nkosi:"igazi!Babaaa!!"

(Blood!Daaad!)

Ifeelhimpickingmeup

"Kwenzakalani?"



(What'sgoingon?)

Hesaysmakinghiswaytowardsuswithaweak

momnexttohimasNkosirushesmeout

Nkosi:"Ithinkshe'shavingamiscarriage,let'sget

goingnow!!"

Me(weakly):"don't....don'tsaythat...

Ifeelmyselfgettingdizzyandmyvisiongetting

blurryandlightswentout..

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Me:"whatdoyoumeanyoudoingallyoucan?I

don'tseeher?Doyou?It'sbeenfourfuckendays,

youobviouslynotdoingallyoufuckencan!!Younot



doinganythingatall!"

Detective:"sirpleasekeepyourtonedown"

Me:"don'tfuckentellmewhattodowhenyoucan't

doasimplethingIaskyoutodo!?Whatisyourjob

aspolicemenhuh!?NxaisukawhatdoIexpect

frompeoplewithjustamatricanyway!!Fokof

marhn!"

Imarchoutofthepolicestationagitatedasevermy

adrenalinelevelonskyhighasIfeeltheurgeto

punchsomeonetodeath

Istandnexttomycartryingtocalmmyselfdown

Me:"whereareyouAmahle!!"

Ihitthecarhardinflictingalotofpainonmyhand

asIholditwhilebitingmybottomlip

I'vebeendrivingaroundbraamlikeamadperson

tryingtolookthrougheverycornereventhroughall

thetrafficandthecrowd.

Igetinthecaranddrivetoherfriend'shouse,Ipark

outsidethegateasIringtheintercom.

"Hello?"



Me:"goodafternoon,I'mhereforLuca"

"Lucawho?"

Me:"LucaO'Brien"

"Whatbusinessdoyouhavewithhim?"

Me:"mynameisLowell,hisfriend'sboyfriend,I

wantedtoaskhimaboutherwhereabouts,shehas

beenmissingforfourdaysnow,Ithoughtmaybe

he'dknowsomething?"

Hedropsasthegateopens,Istartthecaranddrive

in

Iparkinfrontofthebighouseandmakemyway

towardsthehouse,Iseetwopitbullsmakingtheir

waytowardsme

Ipickupmypacetothedoorastheyopen

immediately

Me(lookingatthedogs):"heyyourdogslook

hungry"

Luca:"comein"

Imakemywayinsideasheleadsmetothelounge



whereIseeanolderbuffguysittingonthesingle

couchwithhislegsup.

Luca:"thisismyfatherClyde"

Me:"Iknowhim"

Luca:"youtwohavemet?"

Clyde:"LowellNhlabathi,lasttimeIsawyouyou

werejustayoungboy,how'syourfather?"

Me:"he'sgood,stillpushing"

Luca:"howdoyouknowhisfather?"

Clyde:"weusedtodobusinesstogether"

Luca:"whatbusiness?"

Clydegiveshimasternlookasofhe'swarninghim

toshuthismouth

Lucalooksawayfromhiseyesthenhelooksback

atme

Clyde:"andyourolderbrother?Iknowhehashis

ownhospitalnow,mywifegavebirththere,verytop

service"



Me:"yeahhepassedawayafewmonthsago"

Heraiseshisbrows

Clyde:"ohshit,noway,sorryman"

Me:"yeah,butIreallydidn'tcomeheretocatchup,

AmahlehasbeenmissingfordaysnowandLucaI

knowyoutheclosetfriendshehas,onlyyoucantell

methetruthaboutherwhereabouts?"

Luca:"Amahlesaidsomereallyuglyshittomea

whilebackandwehaven'tspokensince,Idon't

knowwhereshecouldbe"

Me:"shit"

IholdmyheadasIbrushmyface

Clyde:"youdon'tkeepatrackeronyourgirl?"

Ishakemyhead

Clyde:"manifyoureallycareaboutsomeone,you

putatrackerintheirbody,mywholefamilyhas

one"

Luca:"Ihaveatrackerinme?"

Clyde:"whatdoyouthink?VerybadmoveNhlabathi,



youmightneverfindher,haveyoutriedlookingat

camerasfromthatday?"

Me:"yeah,there'snosignofherintherecordingof

thatday,whichiskindaweirdcausethecameras

should'vecaughtherwhenshemadeherwayout

thegate,butit'slikeshejustdisappearedintothin

air"

Clyde:"whoevertookherknewwhathewasdoing,

theycutthecamerasignalsforthatmoment,then

resumedthemaftertakingher,yeahit'llbeawhile

tillyoufindheroryoumightneverfindher,unless

thekidnapperswantsomethingfromyoulikea

ransomorsomethingyouowethem,orevenyour

father'senemiesmaybe,youneedtogooutthere

andtargetallyourenemiesincludingyourbrother's,

yourfather'sanyonewhoisagainstyourfamily...

sometimesitcanevenbefamilythemselves,so

don'tsleeponthem"

Me(shakingmyhead):"Isee...thankyouforyour

time,letmegetgoing"

Luca:"we'llalsohelplookforher"



Me:"I'dappreciatethat"

Igetupandwalkaway

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Ijustfinishedfresheningup,asI'vebeensleeping

allmorningtillnowandit'soneo'clockinthe

afternoon.

It'sahotdaysoI'vesettledforashortandavest,I

putaheadwrapovermyhair.

Idon'tknowwhyNoahdidn'twakemeupwhenhe

knowsweexpectingsomeonetodaywho'sgoingto

advicemeaboutmydreamsinceitseemslikeI

can'tseemtoanswermycallingthroughthe

dreams,andIhaven'thadadreaminawhilenow.



IheadtothekitchenandNoahisnowheretobe

foundhe'sprobablyinhislab,he'salwaysthere.

Imakemyselfatoastsandwichwithcheese.

I'vegainedbackmyappetitebecauseof

thepillsNoahhasbeenfeedingmeandmywounds

areslowlyhealing,mytummywasreallybad,he

likedkickingmealot,hesaidmytummyisofnouse

anyway,nobabywillevergrowinitsohewasdoing

meafavorbydestroyingitevenmore,myfacestill

hasdarkcirclesaroundmyeyes,andmyscaresare

stillopenbutthey'llhealwhentheydoIguess,it's

stillpainfulwhenIeat,Ihavetochewreallygently.I

stillcan'tlookatmyselfinthemirror,Ibreakdown

everytimeandallIfeelisfearthathe'llfindmeand

thistimehe'llkillmeforreal.I'mgladweinthe

busheswhereIcangooutsideandgetfreshair

withoutworryingaboutpeopleseeingmymessed

upface.IwasevenembarrassedinfrontofNoah

seeingmethisugly,buthemanagedtomakeme

comfortablesomehow.

ItakemysandwichwithmeasIheadtohislab,I



knockfirst

"HowmanytimesdoIhavetotellyou,youdon't

havetoknockIndy"

IlaughabitasIopenthedoorandleanagainstthe

doorframewatchinghim

busymixingchemicalswithhiswhitecoatoverhis

shirtlessbodyandbaggyshorts,wearingsafety

glassesandgloves,heissofocusedandserious

itmakesmewannastareathimallday.

Noah:"youcaneventakepicturesifyouwant

sweetheart"

IchucklesasItakeabiteofmysandwich

Me(laughing):"hey,Igotoneforyou"

Noah:"notyourjokesagain"

Ilaugh

Me:"Iaskedaanotherdudetheotherdayifhe

neededanarktosavetwoofeveryanimal...aaaske

mewhatdddidtheguysay?"

Hesighsandlooksatmewithasidesmile



Noah:"andwhatdidtheguysay?"

Me:"hesaidyes...askmewwwhatIsaid?"

Noah:"whatdidyousay?"

Me:"Isaid,INoahguy!!"

Iburstintolaughterashetriestoholdinhisbut

failsashecracksupwithme

Noah:"getoutAmahle!"

Me(laughing):"getit?Iknowaguy?"

Noah(laughing):"shutupplease,youstupid,you

knowthat"

IlaughasImakemywaytowardshim

Me:"whwhatareyouworkingwithhereanyway?"

Noah:"I'mmakinganantidote"

Me:"forwhat?"

Noah:"justforexperiment"

Me:"Idddidn'tknowyouwerealsointothatkindof

science,Ilovechemistryinschooltoo,youshould

teachmehowtomakecertaindrugs"



Noah:"I'llteachyou"

Me:"atwhattimeistheladycoming?"

Noah:"sheshouldbehereinanhourortwo"

Me(sighs):"okay"

Hefinallylooksatmestartingfrommylegstomy

face

Noah:"howyoufeelingtoday?"

Me:"I'mgood"

Noah:"Imeanthepains?Doesitstillhurt?"

Me:"yeahitdoes"

Noah(frownsworriedly):"Ihopeyoudidn'tforgetto

rubthoseherbsonyouandputtheleavesandoilin

yourwater?"

Me:"Idid"

Noah:"okay,don'tworry,you'llhealandthepainwill

disappeareventually,giveittime"

Me:"Iknow"

Hisphoneringsandhepicksitup



Hetalksforashortwhileandhangsup

Noah:"lookslikeyourladywillbecomingsooner

thanexpected,theyareclose,letgo.

Me:"I'malreadyready"

Noah:"Idon'tthinkyoucanwearthatinfrontof

thesepeople,youneedtowearsomethinglonger"

Ihuff

Me:"ffiiine"

Weheadouttothebedroom

Noah:"GodImissmybed"

Me(giggles):"Ithoughtyouenjoyedyourcouch,mr

I'mamananyplaceiscomfortableforme"

Helaughs

Noah:"IthinkIwasdrunkwhenIsaidthat"

HesaystakingoffhiscoatandshortIlookawayas

he'snotwearinganyunderwear

Me:"Noah!!Youshould'vewarnedme!"

Helaughs



Noah:"ohcomeonit'snotlikeyou'veneverseenit

before"

Me(smilesbitinglip):"jjustputonsomething

already!"

Noah:"okayI'mdressed"

Ilookathimandindeedhe'sdressed

Me:"thankyou,myeyesalmostbled"

Herollshiseyesashedisappearsinthebathroom,

Itakeadvantageofthatmomentandundresstoput

onalongdress.Derekboughtclothesformefew

daysagoamongstotherthings.

Noah:"youready?"

Me:"no,wait,Igotanotherforyoubeforewegetall

seriouswiththesangomalady"

Noah(sighs):"ohboi..shoot"

IlaughbeforeIevenstart,helaughsaswell

Me:"okay..(breaths)...whwhatdoyouhavewhenyou

havetwoballsinyourhand?"

Hethinksforawhileandlooksatmeandcracksup



Noah(laughing):"Idon'tknow...snookerballs?"

Helaughs,Ilaughathowheavoidedtosaywhat

wewereboththinking

Me:"Nope"

Noah:"okaythen,whatdoyouhave?"

Me(laughing):"youhaveaman'sundivided

attention!"

Webothcrackupintodeepsilentlaughterashe

fallsonthebed

Noah(coveringhisfacelaughing):"whaat!!Okay

that'strue,whenyougothimbytheballsyou

definitelyhavehisundividedattention!"

Isitonthebedasmylaughismakingmeweakand

hurtingmywoundsatthesametime,Ievenpeed

myselfalittle,that'showhardIwaslaughing

Noah(laughing):"fuckAmahle,youstupidreally!

(Tryingtocatchhisbreathwhilewipinghis

tears)...fuckI'veneverlaughedsohard,mytummy

hurtssobad,wheredoyougetthesestupidjokes

anyway?"



Amahle:"Ilovecomedy,whenI'monthephoneit's

jokeswhenI'mwatchingamovieit'scomedy"

Wehearaknockcomingfromthemaindoor

Helaughsonceagain

Noah:"let'sgobeforeyouhavemebytheballs"

Iburstintolaughterfallingonthebedbeforegetting

upandheadingtowardsthemaindoor

.

.

.

******

"Therearesomepeopleinlifethatmakeyoulaugh

alittlelouder,smilealittlebiggerandlivelifealittle

better"

*******

Tobecontinued
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•

Thecalling

•

•

•

•

•

AMAHLE

•

•

•

•

•

Wewelcomedtheladyinside,wemadespaceby

thesmallloungebymovingthecouchsoshecan

setherthingsonthefloor.Sheintroducedherself

asNomaswazithutshini

Noah:"shouldIgoorsitwithyou?"



Me:"ppleasesitwithme,I'mnervous"

Noah(holdsmywaist):"okayifit'llmakeyou

comfortable"

Onceshe'sdonesettingupwekneelinfrontofher

Swazi:"thokozani"

Me:"thokozagogo"

IlookatNoahwhoisquietIgivehimalooksohe

cangreet

Noah(putshishandstogether):"thokozagogo"

Wesitdown

Swazi:"unekingayephupho,awaziukuthileliphuphu

lishoukuthi?"

(Youhaveaproblemaboutadreamthat'sbothering

you,youdon'tknowwhatitmeans?)

Me:"yeboiiimayelananephuphogogo,hlezi

ngiphuphaiphuphoelilodwa,ngiphuphaubaba

wamengibizelaemfuleni,kodwahlezingimbalekela

ngigcinengithathwainyokaefikeizijikijelekimiithi

iyangithandakubesengathingenzanayoucansi"



(YesItisaboutmydream,Ikeephavingthesame

dreamrepeatedlyofmyfathercallingmetowards

theriverbutIalwaysrunawayfromhimandIend

upbeingwrappedaroundbyasnakeclaimingto

lovemeanditendsupasthoughit'shavingsex

withme)

Sheshiversashereyescloses

Swazi:"aaikukhonaomoyaongalungilekulendlu"

(There'sanunsettlingaurainthishouse)

Shelitsupawhitecandleandayellowonethenshe

burnsincense

Shestartssayingpraisesabovetheburning

incense

Lady(praisestotheancestors):"yeeiikunjaloke

makhosiamakhulumathongaamahle!!Ngicelakuni

kebogogonabomkhulu!makhosi

amakhulu!!...siboniseniindlelayokukhanya..."

Shestartsswingingherstickwithacow'stailover

eachofhershoulders

Swazi:"izinyanyazakinizikupheisipho,isiphoesihle,



kodwawenaubavalelangaphandle,owufuni

ukwamkela,ngalokhokebakuflathele,abajabule

nezengawe,ubaphoxile,(growlsasshe

shivers)...mhmhmh,iyyoohh...inyokale,umoya

umubiomnyamakakhulu,bakuthakathileingumyeni

wakholenyoka!Ikudlangaphakathikancane

kancane,izokumuncaigazingaphakathiuzeufe!

Kumelewamkeleabakini,kumelewamkeleubizo

lwakho,khonauzolaphekauvikeleke...

(Yourancestorshavegracedyouwithagiftagood

gift,butyouchosetoshutthemout,bynotwanting

toacceptyourgiftandbythattheyhaveturned

theirbacksonyou,theyarenothappywithyou,

theyareverydisappointedinyou....thesnake

representsevil,anddarkness,theyhavebewitched

you,theymarriedyouofftothesnake,it'seating

youfromtheinsidebitbybit,itwillslowlysuckyour

blooduntilyoudie,youhavetowelcomeyour

ancestors,youhavetoacceptyourcalling,soyou

maybehealedandprotected)

IlookatNoahwholooksbackatmethenIlook

backatthelady



Me:"gogo,nnngifunauukulwamkelaubizolwam,

kumelengenzenjani?"

(Iwanttoacceptmycalling,whatdoIhavetodo?)

Swazi:"kumeleukhulumenabaphansibakini,ucele

uxoloubavuleleinhliziyoyakho,bakuphelesisipho

ngobabesaziindlelaokhulengayoezandleni

zikamawakho,unkosikazikababawakho,bayazazi

inhliziyozaboezimnyama,bakuphelesisiphongoba

befunaukwaziukuzivikelakwabantuabanjengabo,

kusekhonafuthiabanyeabaningiabangakufuni

abangenzananobayiniukuk'cizelelaphansi,

uzobonaungaphumeleliezintwenieziningi

njengaseskoleni,nasemsebenzini,ngisho

nasempilweniyakhoyothando,kumeleuthole

ikhandlelaelimhlophe,nempephouthandaze

kunkulunkuluomkhonzayo,bazovelafuthikuwena

besebazokukhanyiselaokumeleukwenze.."

(Youhavetoconnectwithyourancestors,askfor

forgiveness,openupyourhearttothem.Theygave

youthisgiftbecausetheyknowtheharshwayyou

wereraisedinthehandsofyourfather'swife,they

knowtheirdarkhearts,theygaveyouthisgiftso



thatyoucanprotectyourselffrompeoplelikethem

astherearequietafewpeoplewhohateyouand

woulddoanythingtoseeyoudown,you'llwitness

yourselfnotachievingmanythings,likefailing

school,noluckinjobs,evenyourlovelifewill

fail...youhavetogetawhitecandleandincense

andpraytotheGodyoubelieveintheywillshow

themselvestoyouagainandtheywillshowyouthe

wayforward)

Me:"cccan'tyoubetheonethathelpsme?"

Swazi:"I'mafraidnot,youcannotchooseyour

master,it'snotapersonalchoice,theancestorswill

guideyoutowhereyouwillmeetyourtrainerof

theirchoice,yourtrainercouldbeanywherethey

leadyou,therestofwhatyouneedtodotoanswer

yourcallingwillbeansweredbyyourancestors.It

happensifyouhavethespiritofisithunywa(the

messenger)ifyoudon'tshowittherespectitneeds,

itcanleaveyou,thatiswhyyouhavetoshowit

respectandaskittocomebacksoyoucanaccept

it,idlozi(ancestor)willmakeyourlifealivinghellif

youdonotacceptit,Isuspectthatyoumighthave



boththesespirits,ifyoudoasIhaveinformedyou,

allwillberevealedtoyouagain,yourancestorsare

happythatyouarenowshowinginteresttherefore

allshallbewell.."

Inodandclap

Me:"thokozagogo"

.

.

.

Laterthatday

Lulama

.

.

.

(Babycries!!)

IlookaroundandI'minaforest

Me:"mybaby?Isthatyou?Cometomommy!"

IwalkfurtherinthebushestothesameplaceI



screamintoaloudcryasIseeasmallbabylying

therelifeless,IholdmytummyasIfeelasharppain

Adoctorcomesholdinganotherbaby

Doc:"I'msorrybutshedidn'tmakeit"

Heputshimdownnexttotheotherbaby

Icryasmyheartbreaksintoamillionpieces

*****

IopenmyeyesbreathingheavilyasIlookaround

mysurroundingsI'minhospital.

Me:"Dad!?"

TheyalllookatmeassoonastheynoticeI'm

awakeandwalktowardsmybed

Dad:"hey"

Mom:"howyoufeelinghoney?"

Me:"pain,where'smybaby?Iwanttoseemybaby"

Theyalllookateachother

Me(tearfully):"please,justgivememybaby,please"

Mom:"I'msorrysweetie...



Me:"NoMom!Nodon'ttellmeyousorryjusttellthe

doctortobringmybabytome,sheneedstobefed!

Please!"

Sheshakesherheadwithhereyesclosedasshe

burstsintotears

Me:"Daddy?Please,bringmybabytome,Iwantto

holdherpleasedad"

Dad(tearfully):"I'msorryprincess,thebabydidn't

makeit"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"no,no,that'snottrue,no,where'sthedoctor,

theystillworkingonhertheywillsaveher,she's

verystrong,Iwaseatinghealthy,Ineverdrank

alcohol,Ididmyexercises,Idideverything,Iread

aboutwhatwasgoodforherandwhatwasnot,I

neverentertainedmycravingsalot,wewerehealthy,

sheknowsmebetterthananyone,pleasetellthe

doctortogivememyhealthybabygirl,pleasedad,I

knowyoucanmakeitpossible,please,gotakeher"

Histearsescapehiseyesashecoversthemwith

hishand,Ilookatmybrother



Me:"Nkosi...gotellthedoctortogivememybaby"

Thedoctormakeshiswayin

Me(sighs):"finally,doctor,someonewho'llspeak

senseintomyfamily,canyoubelievetheythinkmy

babyisdead?Mywholeprincess?Howisshedoing

doc?Willshebeokay?"

Doc:"uhm,MrsNhlabathi,I'msorry,youexperienced

whatiscalledstillbirth,yougavebirthtoadead

baby,shediedinyourtummybeforeyoufeltthe

urgetopushherouttoday,I'msosorrybutwe

couldnotsaveherasshehasn'tbeengetting

oxygenforquiteawhilenow"

Ifeelasharppaininmychestasifsomeonejust

stabbedmewithadaggerrightthroughmyheart,

mybreathstuttersbeforeIburstintotearscrying

Me(cryingandscreaminginpain):"aaahhhhnnoooo

nnooooaaaahhhhh!!!mybaaaabyyy!!!Aaahhhh!!"

ThepainisunbearableasIfeellikesomeoneis

rippingmyheartrightoutmychest

MybrotherholdsmeagainsthimbutIpushhim



awayasIthrowmyselfonmybackonthebed

cryingformybabytocomebacktolife...

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Ipourmyfifthorisitmytenth?glassofwhiskey

dashingitwithcolddrinksprite.

There'snosignofAmahleanywhere,it'slikeshe

justdisappearedfromthefaceofearth.Inever

thoughtI'dloseherthisway,Idonotseeareason

toliveanymore,theonepersonI'veevertrulyloved,

theoneI'vesacrificedsomuchforincludingmy

ownbrother'slife,nowshe'sgonetoo?

I'vebeenstaringatmyphonetemptedtocallher

numberbutit'dbeuselesscauseIdestroyedher



phone.

MyphoneringsdisturbingmythoughtsasIwipe

awaymytearsandclearmythroatbefore

answering

Me:"zikhipani?"

(Wassup?)

"Youhavetorushtothehospitalit'slulama"

Me:"whathappened?"

"JustgethereyouneedtodriveheresoIcan'ttell

youthesenewsbeforeyougethere"

Me:"isthebabyokay?"

"Getherenow!"

Hedrops,IsighasIlookattheemptybottlesof

beer.Idon'tevenhavetheenergytopickmyselfup,

IfeellikeIshouldsleepandI'llseeLulama

tomorrow.Iendupgettingupandtakingmycar

keys

Me:"welp!Let'shopeIdon'tgetstoppedbypolice"

Igetinthecaranddrivetothehospitalonfull



speed,luckilyIgettothehospitalwithoutbeing

stopped.

Iheadinsidethebuildingandtothereception

Me:"hi"

Lady:"hello,howcanIhelpyou?"

Me:"I'mherefoorr...

"Lowell!Thisway!"

Me:"nevermind"

IfollowNkosiLulama'sbrother

Me:"what'sgoingonNkosi?It'stoosoonforLulama

togivebirth"

HeignoresmeasweheadinthewardandI'm

welcomedbycriesandsobs

Mymotherandfatherarehereaswell

Ilookaroundhermotherissittingnexttoherbed

prayingasLulamaiscryingnonstop.Immediately

mymindgivesmeanideaofwhat'sgoingonbut

myheartdoesnotagreewiththeconclusionsoI

openmymouthandask



Me:"what'sgoingon?"

Myeyeslandonherflattummy

Me(smiles):"hey,congratulations,yougavebirth,

where'smyinfantniece?"

Lulamacriesevenlouder

Me(frowns):"what'sgoingonhere?Where'sthe

baby?"

Ilookatmymotherassheshakesherheadsadly

Mom:"son,thebabydidn'tmakeit,she

experienced......

Hervoicebecomesfaintasmymindzonesoutand

Ifeelmyselfgettingalightheadacheanddizziness,

it'squietliketheworldjustcameintoastandstill.

IfeelwarmthdownmycheeksasIstaggerback,

someoneholdsmeandIsitonachair,Ibrushmy

facetryingtowakemyselfupbacktoreality,Imust

belosingmymind?I'mhearingthingsthatarenot

there,thisisnotreal

Me:"it'snotreal!"



Dad:"son?"

Ilookathimandallofthemintheroom

Me:"it'snotreal!Nonofthisisreal,non,it'sallNoah!

He'sinmyhead!He'spunishingmeforshooting

him,it'sallinmyhead,mybabyisnotdead!!Okay!

Mybabyisnotdead,thisisalladream,Ineedto

wakeup!!"

Iclosemyeyestryingtowakemyselfup

Mom:"yourbaby?"

Ilookather

Mom:"whatdidyousay?Lulama'sbabyisyour

baby?"

Dad:"youshotyourbrother?"

Iholdmyhead

Me:"ohshit!Thisisreal,shitshitshit!Ineedtoget

outofhere"

Iwalkoutleavingeveryoneinshock

.



.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Wewerenowsittingbytheloungeeatingsupper

whilewatchingTV.

Ilookather,shehasn'ttouchedherfoodandIknow

she'snotwatchingtheTVshe'sjuststaringatit.I

taketheremoteandswitchitofftotestandshe's

stillstaringjustasIthought.

Me:"Indy?"

Sheturnstolookatme

Amahle:"hm?"

Me:"areyounothungry?"

Sheshakesherhead

Igetupandtakeherplatethenheadtothekitchen



andputherfoodaway.

Iwalkbacktothelounge

Me:"come,it'stimeforprayer"

Istretchoutmyhandforher,shetakesitasIhelp

herup,Iholdherarmsovermyshoulderasshe

walksfrombehindmeandweheadtothebedroom

Wesitonthebed

Me:"beforewestartwithallthat,howareyou

feeling,youhadareallybadcrampearlieron,does

itstillhurt?"

Amahle:"no,iiitstopped,bbbutmyheartisstill

painful,thatpainNoah,iiitwasdifferentfromallthe

crampsI'vefelt,itfeltlikemmywombwasripped

outofme,andtheheartachewasjustsomuch,I

can'tshakethefeelingthatsomeonedied,Ifeelso

down"

Me:"maybethesnakeissensingthatyouaboutto

answeryourcalling?"

Shelooksatmewithbigsadeyes

Amahle:"yyouthinkso?"



Thewayshebelieveseverythingthatcomesoutmy

mouthfrightensmeasmuchasitexcitesme.

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"Ireallydon'tknowAmahle,letuspray,maybe

you'llfeelbetterifyouprayaboutitaswell"

Amahle:"yeah,Ican'tbelieveLisawasright"

Me:"aboutwhat?"

Amahle:"aboutancestorsandGod,Nomaswaziisa

sangomabutshetoldmetopraytoGodaboutmy

calling"

Me:"theyarespiritualafterallandGodisspiritual

soIseehowtheycanbeclosetoeachother"

Shesmilesfaintly,Ibrushherback

Me:"getupandsetupsowecanprayandgoto

bed"

Amahle:"okay"

Shegetsupandtakesthewhitecandleandlightsit

upaswellastheyellowone,thenshelitsupthe

incense



Amahle:"come"

Igodownonmykneesnexttoher

Amahle:"youcanalsosayyourownprayer,about

anything"

Me:"okay"

Shestartspraying,Iremainquietandlistentoher

prayer

Amahle:"IcomebeforeyouGod,Ivecometothank

youforallowingmyancestorstochoosemeto

carrysuchabeautifulgiftofhealingandprophecy,I

askthatyoupleaseopenmyspiritualeyes,tosee

andunderstandbeyondthephysicalandscientific

sensebuttoconnectwiththespiritualworldaswell,

Iaskyoufathertoholdmyhandandguideme

throughoutthisjourney,tomyancestorsIaskfor

forgivenessforturningmybackonyouand

shuttingyououtI'msorryfordisrespectingyoubo

gogonomkhulubysayingthatyouareevil,dear

GodasI'mherebowingbeforeyouasmymaster,

myfather,myAlmightyAlpha,Iprayformysister

LulamaGod,Ipraythatyouprotectherfromallevil,



IprayallthisinthenameofJesusChristAmen"

Me:"Amen"

Shelooksatme

Amahle:"youdidn'tpray"

Me(smile):"Idid,inmyheart"

Shelaughs

Amahle:"yeahright"

ShegetsinthebedIsitnexttoher

Me:"youprayedforLulama?"

Amahle:"yeah,apparentlyIdid"

Me:"why?"

Sheshrugshershoulders

Amahle:"IhavenoideacauseshehatesmeandIdo

notlikehersomucheither"

Me:"right,okaythen,goodnightsweetheart"

Ikissherforeheadandmakemywaytowardsthe

door



"Lwandlewait"

Ilookather

Amahle:"thankyou,forbeingbesidemethrough

thatnervewrackingmomentandfortakinggood

careofme"

Ismileather

Me:"it'smypleasuresweetheart,goodnight"

Iswitchoffherlightandheadtothelab.

Iputonmycoat,glovesandgogglesasIdothe

finaltouchesoftheantidote.

IlookatthefinishedproductwithasmileasItake

myphoneandcallDerek

"Bozza?"

Me:"it'sdone,tomorrowyoucanbringourlabratto

testifitworks"

"Okayboss,eishyazIwasabouttocallyou

actually"

Me:"yeahI'mlistening?"



"Yourwifewasrushedtothehospitaltoday,she

lostthebaby"

Me:"what!?"

"Yeah,thewholefamilyisatthehospitalandyour

brospilledeverything,hewasverydrunk"

Me:"fuck!Shewasn'tsupposedtolosethebaby!I

should'vewaitedtillshegavebirth,thedrughad

alotofdangerouschemicals...nonono...aah!

Iharshlybangthephoneonthetable

Me:"thebabywasn'tsupposedtodie!"

IsinktothefloorasIhitmyheadcontinuously

.

.

.

******

"Don'trevengetootherpeoplejustletKarmastrike

them.Becauseifyougetrevenge,karmawillstrike

youback"(unknown)



******

Tobecontinued
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Thecalling

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

"Nkosazanenganeyam,ndoniyamanzi"

(Princess,mychild)



Ilooktowardstheriver

Me:"Baba?"

(Dad)

wozandodakaziyam,kumeleugezekulomfula"

(Comemydaughter,youhavetobathinthisriver)

Me:"ngobanibaba?"

(Whydad?)

"Okokobakhobafunaukukuvikela,wozakokoko

bakho"

(Yourancestorswanttoprotectyou,cometoyour

ancestors)

ThisisthepartIusuallyrefuse

Me:"Baba,celaungibambengesandla"

(Dad,pleaseholdmyhand)

Hewalkstowardsmeandtakesmyhandmyheart

beatincreasesnotbelievingthatI'mholdingmy

father'shandrightnow,hefeelssoreal.

"Asambe"



Wewalktowardstheriver,Ihearthesnakes

"sssssssssss"

"Sowungowethuayisenamandlakuwenaleyanyoka"

(Younowbelongtous,thesnakehasnopowerover

youanymore)

Wegettotheriverandcontinuewalkinguntilthe

groundwasgettingdeeperanddeeper

Me:"baba,sizoshona"

(Dad,we'lldrown)

Baba:"ngithembe"

(Trustme)

WeendedupsinkingdeeperinsidethewaterasI

heldmybreath

"Vulaamehlo"

(Openyoureyes)

IopenedmyeyesandIletgoofmybreathasthere

wasnowateritwasdry,Ilookedupandthewater

wasaboveusbutdeepbythegrounditwasdry.



ThisisunbelievableIcan'tbelieveweunderwater

butthere'snowater.

"Kukhonaumuntuengifunaumbone"

(There'ssomeoneI'dlikeyoutomeet)

Wewalkfurtherandinfrontofustherearetwo

humongoussnakesthatwereshapedlike

seahorses.

Theypickedtheirheadsupmakingawayforusto

pass,forsomereasonIfeltsafeanddidn'tfear

thesesnakes.

Wewalkedtowardsanoldladywhowas

dressedinatraditionalprophetattireandaman

whowasdressedinasangomaattire

Dad:"Amahle,meetyourgreatgreatgrandmother,

ugogokagogowakhofrommysideofthefamily,

ukoko"

Ibowmyhead

Me:"koko"

Shecomestowardsmeandputsabeededblue



necklacearoundmyneck

Koko:"ngisishiyelakuweisiphosokubaumprophet

nomlaphingezwilikaNkulunkulu,lesiphosivela

kuNkulunkuluowasiphaowamiukokonam

segisishiyalawenanaweusazosishiyelaezakho

izizukulwane...isithunywasamanzi"

(I'mhandingmygiftofprophecyandhealingtoyou

throughGod'sname,thisgiftcomesfromGodwho

gaveittomygreatgrandmotherwhopassediton

tomeasIamnowpassingitontoyousothatone

dayyoucanpassitontoyournextgeneration...The

WaterSpirit)

Ibowdownclappingmyhandsandthankingher,

sheliftsmyheadupandpullsmeinforahug,Ifeel

overwhelmedbyjoytothefeelingofherwarm

touch.

Iwalktowardstheman

Dad:"thisisyourgrandfathermyfather"

Me:"mkhulu"

Hedoesn'tsayanythingbutonlyshakesmyhand



smiling

Ilookupandthewaterfallsonuscausingmeto

drownasastruggletoswimup

******

IsitupgaspingforairasifI'vebeenholdingmy

breath.

Afterawhileoftryingtocatchmybreathmy

confusedfaceturnsintoasmile.

IfeellikeIalreadyknowwhattodo.

IhavetogotokwaZuluNatalekhayakhuluwhere

mygreatgreatgrandmotherwasraised

eMzimkhulu

Iheadtothebathroomtotakeabath

asIputallthoseoilsandherbs.

Isoakmyselfinthereforawhilebeforegettingout

anddressingup.

Iheadtothekitchenpassingthelounge

whichisemptyasNoahisnotthere.



Imakemyselfcerealthenheadtotheloungewhere

IeatmycerealwhilewatchingseriescalledGod

friendedme,I'minlovewithit,it'ssofunnyandalso

veryteaching.

AftertwoepisodesIwasexpectingNoahtowalkin

anytimebutitseemslikehe'sstillinthelab.

Igetupandheadtothelab

Iknocksoftlybuttherewasnoanswer

maybehe'signoringmecausehe'stoldmemany

timesIshouldn'tknock.

Iopenthedoormakingmywayinbutnoonewas

here.

Me:"Lwandle!?"

Igetoutandgooutside

Me:"Lwandle!?"

Ilookaroundbytheroadandthebushes

Igobackinsideandgooutthebackdoor.

Me:"Lwandle!?Whereareyou!?"



Itlooksasthoughhe'sgone,Igobacktotheroom,I

don'tevenhaveaphonetocallhim.

Inoticeapieceofpaperwithaflowerontop

AsmilecreepsonmyfaceasIpickuptheflower

andsmellit,itsmellsgood.

IputitbackonthetableasIpickupthepaper

"Goodmorningsweetheart,hopeyouslept

peacefully,pleasedonotpanic,Iwillbeoutfora

while,mightcomebacklate,there'safewthingsI

needtotakecareof,pleaselockalldoorsandstay

safeindoors,donotopenforanyone,anddon't

worryI'mwatchingyou,soyouaresafe.

P.S.Don'tforgettopray

xoxo"

IputitdownasIgotolockalldoorsbeforegoing

backtotheroomandsetupforprayer.

.

.

.



Lulama

.

.

.

I'veneverbeeninthismuchpainallmylife,couldn't

Godfindanotherwaytopunishme?IknowIgotrid

ofhisfirstblessingtome,myfirstbaby,butIwas

stillveryyoungthenIwasnotreadyforababy,

Lowellwasnotready,wecouldn'taffordtohavea

babyandexposeourrelationship,hedoesn'tknow

aboutit.

Butthisone,Iwasreadyforher,Iwasreadytolove

herwithallIgot,I'vealreadyboughtherclothesand

afewtoys,IwasreadyforherbutGoddecidesto

takeherawayfromme.

Ibreakdownintotears

Mom:"Iknowit'spainful,butyouhavetolethergo,

lethergobacktoheaven,itwasn'thertimeyet"

Ilookather

Me:"whymybabymah?Whyher?Wedidn'teven



getachancetomeet,tofeeleachother,webeen

throughsomuchtogether,webonded,wewere

bothexcitedtomeeteachother,andshejustdies,

soeasily?"

Thedoctorwalksin,theystillhaven'ttolduswhat

causedmybaby'sdeath

Doc:"afterrunningtestsandthoroughexamination,

wefoundthecauseofdeath,itlooksasthoughthe

baby,wasfeddangerouschemicals,didyou

perhapshappentodrinkalcohol?Likewhiskeyor

somethingverystrongduringyourpregnancy?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,IstayedawayfromalcoholIswearInever

touchediteversinceIfoundoutIwaspregnant"

Doc:"howaboutdrugs?Wefounddrugsinyour

system,doyouuse?"

Ishakemyheadandlookupatmom

who'slookingatme

Me:"No,IstoppedwhenIfoundIwaspregnant,I

usedtotakethemjustforfunIwasn'tanaddict,



onlywhenIwaspartyingsometimes"

Mom(warningly):"Lulama?"

Me:"Iwasn'tanaddictmahandIstoppedwhenI

foundIwaspregnantIhaven'ttakenanysince"

Doc:"youbloodtestsshowthatyouhavebeen

usingrecently"

Me:"No,thatcan'tberight,somethingiswrongwith

yourtestingmachines,Ihaven'tbeendoinganyof

that,I'vebeenkeepinghealthy,youcanevenask

mom,andNkosi,I'vebeenhomealmostallthetime

doingyogaeatinghealthy,exercising...

Mom:"it'strueDocsheevencameforallher

appointmentcheckingonthebaby,Idon'tthink

she'ddosomethingsorecklesstoharmherbaby"

Thedoctorshrugs

Doc:"Iwouldn'tknow,becauseyourhistoryisnot

supportingyourargumentonyourlast...

Me:"okaydoctor,I'veheardenough,whencanIbe

discharged?"

Doc:"afteraweekifyouarebetteryoucanbe



discharged"

Me:"okay,thankyou"

Shelooksatmethennodssmilingfaintlybefore

headingout

Isighandlookatmom

Mom:"I'msodisappointedinyou"

Ilookdown

Mom:"whoareyou?IfeellikeIdon'tevenknowwho

youare,youjustkeepdisappointingmeLulu,you

arearebelliouschild,youtakedrugs,youcheaton

yourhusbandwithhisbrotherandgetpregnantfor

him,thenlieandsayit'sNoah's?Whatkindof

disgraceareyoubringingtoourname?Youhaveno

shame!Whydoyoulikebreakingmyheartlikethis?

Heh?(Breathsheavily)

Ukhuphukisaushukelawammarn!"

(YouraisingmyBP)

Shesitsdownasshedrinksherbottleofwater

Me(crying):"I'msosorrymom"



Mom:"haisukaLulama,maybelosingthisbabywill

teachyoualesson,uthandaizintonganeyamungu

TZ"

(Youlikethingsmychild)

Me:"I'msorry..."

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

I'mattheoffice,staringoutthewindow

aseverythingthathappenedlastnightcomesback

tome.Myheartisnotbeatingnormallyaswith

everyknockandeverycallI'mexpectingthepolice

ormyparentstoaddressyesterday'sissue

butnonofthosepeoplehavecontactedmeyetand



it'smakingmeanxious.

Idon'tevenknowwhyIcametowork.

IwalktothecouchandsitonitasIburrymyfacein

myhands

Aknockcomesthroughthedoor

Myheartstartspoundingreallyfastagain

Me:"comein"

Thedooropenandmydadpusheshiswayin

Mybloodflushedassweatrushesdownmy

foreheadandmyarmpitsaregettingitchy.

Me:"father"

Igetup

Dad:"son"

Isitbackdown

Me:"howareyou?CanIpouryousomethingto

drink?"

Dad:"youknowI'mnothereforthat"

Iwipethesweatrunningdownthesideofmyface



Me:"oh,uhmcanIhelpyou?"

Dad(chuckles):"canyouhelpme?Wellletmesee,

ohyeah,youcanstartbytellingwhydidyoushoot

yourbrother?That'llbehelpful"

Me:"Ididn'tshoothimDad,ImeanwhywouldIdo

that?"

Dad:"Idon'tknowyoutellme,youtheonethat

confessedeverythinglastnight,togetherwiththe

factthatyouareLulama'sbaby'sfather"

Me:"Iwasjustreallydrunkandhigh,Idon't

rememberanythingfromlastnight,youcan't

possiblyhavetakenmeseriously?NoahDiedin

frontofme,Iwasthere,Iwassupposedtoprotect

himbuttheyshothimrightinfrontofme,everyday

afterhisdeathI'veblamedmyselfforhisdeath,

everydayIapologisetohimthatIcouldn'tprotect

himeventhoughhe'salwaysprotectedmesincewe

werelittlekids,IfeellikeIfailedhimashis

brother...(sighs)Icanseewhylastnightitmight've

cameoutwrong,butI'vetoldyouthisbefore,that

hediedinfrontofmeandIblamemyselfforit,Ifeel



likeIkilledhim"

Hemaintainsafirmeyecontact,Ialsoreturnit

Afterawhilehesighs

Dad:"Iknow,Iknowyouwouldn'tkillyourown

brother,andIalsoexplainedtotheMthembusthey

understood,asforLulama'sbabyandyouclaiming

ittobeyours?ThatIcouldn'tgetyououtof,didyou

makeyourbrother'swifepregnantson?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,noIdidn't,didIsaythat?"

Dad:"yousaid'mybaby'whenreferringtoher"

Me:"ohcomeon,isNoah'schildnotmychildas

well?He'smybrotherofcausehiskidswillbemine

aswell,youguysreallytookadrunkLowell

seriouslyandreadintoeverythingIsaid?(sighs

gettingup)andthiswholeAmahlebeingmissing

thingisgettingtomereallybad,I'veturnedintoa

crazydrunkard,I'mseeingthingsthatarenotthere,

I'mhearingvoices,I'msayingcrazythings,Idon't

knowwhattodowithmyself,IfeellikeI'mslowly



losingmysanity"

Dad:"Ithinkyouneedtogoseesomeone"

Me:"I'mnotseeingatraditionalwhateverdad"

Dad:"no,Imeantlikeaprofessionaldoctor,before

youhurtsomeone,speciallyyourself"

Me:"I'mnotgoingtohurtanyonedad,Ijustneed

timeout...IjustneedtofindAmahleandeverything

willbeokay,you'llsee,I'llfindherandeverything

willbefine"

HelooksatmewithpityIlookawayfromhimand

takeasipofmywater

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.



It'snowlateatnightaroundeightandIhavejust

arrivedinthehouse.

ItrytounlockthedoorbutAmahle'slocksinside

areblockingsoIknock

Afterashortwhilesheopensthedoor

Ipointatherwithagun,shescreamsoutloudin

fearasshestaggersback.

Iputthegunaway

Amahle(heavybreathing):'whwhatthehellman!?"

Me:"youshouldknowbetterthanopeningthedoor

socarelesslywithoutaskingwhoitisfirst"

Shefrownsangrily

Amahle:"thatdoesn'tgiveyoutherighttopointa

gunatme!?"

Me:"whatifitwasn'tme,whatifitwasreally

someonewhocameinheretorapeandkillyou,you

didn'tknowitwasmecausethecardroppedmeoff

abitfarfromthehouse,youdon'tjustopendoors

forstrangersAmahle,weliveinbushesit'snot

safe"



Shewalksawayfrommeheadingtothelounge

Ifollowbehindheraswesitonthecouch,Iputmy

gunonthetable.

Me:"I'msorryIscaredyou,butAmahle,youshould

knowbetterthantojustopenthedoorforanyone"

Shefoldsherarmsavoidingmewhilewatchingthe

TV

Imoveclosertoher

Me:"areyouokaythough?Howwasyourday?I

hopeyoudidn'tmissmetoomuch"

Shelooksatmeasalittlesidesmileformsthenshe

rollshereyeslookingattheTV

Me:"sweetheart?"

Iputmyarmaroundhershoulders

Me:"I'mtalkingtoyou"

Sheignoresme,Itickleherunderherarmpitsshe

burstsintogiggles

Amahle(giggling):"okay!Stop!I'mfine,mydaywas

goodandnoIdidn'tmissyouatall"



Igaspholdingmychest

Me:"that'snotveryniceofyouMakhosi"

Shelaughs

Amahle:"already?"

Me:"yeahyouareMakhosi,aaiiMakhosiamakhulu!"

Ishoutshiveringmybody

Shecoversherfacelaughingthehitsmeonmyleg

Amahle:"jjuststopplease"

Ilaughabitlookingatherassheturnstolookat

meandwelockintoeachother'sgaze

Me:"tellme,arethewhitecandlesshowingusany

lightyetonthewayforward?Orit'sstilltoosoon?"

Amahle:"actually,Iwillhavetogobacktokzn

eMzimkhuluthat'swheremykokowantsmetogo,

that'swhereIthinkI'llfindmyanswersabout

everything"

Me:"Isee,doyouknowexactlywhereyouneedto

go?"



Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"no,bbbutIthinkthey'llguidemeonthe

way"

Me:"youmeanusThey'llguideus,younotgoing

aloneareyou?"

Shesmilesshakingherhead

Amahle:"Imean,they'llguideusontheway"

Me:"that'smorelikeit"

ShemovesherheadandlaysitontomyshoulderI

gripherclosertome

Amahle:"wherewereyou?"

Me:"Ijustwenttotestmyantidoteifit'sworking"

Amahle:"wwwasitworking?"

Me:"I'llfindoutinafewdays,it'snotimmediately

effective"

Amahle:"ohhokay,wemighthavetoleavesoon"

Me:"howsoon?"

Amahle:"asinlikeintomorroworthedayafterthat



soon"

Me:"okay,we'llleavethedayafter"

Shelooksupatmesmiling

Amahle:"youarejustdownwitheverythingIsay"

Me:"doyouwantmetooppose?"

Sheshakesherhead,myeyeslandonherjuicy

lookinglips,I'vebeenfeelingtheurgetokissherso

badly,andjustthrowheronthebedfeelingher

bodyagainstmine,butIdon'twanttomessthisup,

shemovesherfacecloserandkissesmycheek

Me(smiling):"whatwasthatfor?"

Amahle:"jjust,forappreciation"

Ialsokisshercheek,shefrownslookingatme

Me:"forappreciation"

Shegiggles,Iwishshedidn'thavethismuchofan

effectonme.

Iquicklystealapeckonherlips

Hereyeswidenlookingatme



Me:"forbeingsocute"

Ikissheragaincapturingherbottomlip

shesucksmytoplip,Ipullout

Me:"forbeingsosexy"

ShecupsmyfaceasImoveitcloserandwe

continuekissing,Ipushherdowntosleeponher

backasIgetontopofherenjoyinghersoftlipsin

mine

.

.

.

*****

"Thetruthmighthurtforalittlewhile,butalie,hurts

forever"

*****

Tobecontinued
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Thecalling



•

•

•

•

•

Noah

•

•

•

•

•

Isneakedmyhandunderhershirtmovinguptoher

breasts,I'mnotputtingmyfullweightonheras

she'sstillinpain,Icupherboob.

WithherbreathinggettingheaviertomytouchIget

upwithoutbreakingthekissasIpickherupand

headtothebedroomlputhergentlyonthebedasI

getontop



Islidemyhanddowntoherpussyoverherleggings

asImassageitgentlybetweenherpussylipswhile

kissingher.

Ifeelmydickgettingharderagainstherwarmth.

Herbreathhitchesthenpushesmychestbreaking

thekiss

Amahle(whispers):"whatarewedoing?"

Igetoffherandsitbesideher

Me:"I'msorry,Igotcarriedaway"

Sheputsherhandoverherface

Amahle:"thatshouldn'thavehappened"

Me:"youright,I'msorry"

Amahle:"Ineedtofocusonmeandfindingmyself,I

can'tbedistracted"

Me:"Iunderstandthat,wegotcaughtupinthe

moment,itwon'thappenagain"

Amahle:"yeah,itwon't,I'msorryforleadingyouon

aswell"



Me:"I'mtheonethatstartedit,youdon'thaveto

apologize,Iknowyouwestillworkingonthetrust

betweenusandyoustilltryingtoforgivemefor

everything,Iknowit'salreadyhardonyoubeingso

closetosomeonewhohurtandbetrayedyouso

much"

Amahle:"llletspretendthatdidn'thappenand

continuewithourfriendship"

Me:"yeahlet'scontinuewiththefriendship,fornow,

causeyouknowthisisnotthecategoryIbelongin,

atsomepointI'mwaitingonapromotion"

Shelooksatmeandsmiles

Amahle:"thththat'sonestrikeforcccrossingthe

friendshipline,soyouhavecostyourpromotiona

lot"

Me:"noway,youkissedmebackthough"

Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"yyoudidn'tstopme,iiitsyourresponsibility

tomakesurethefriendshiplineisnotcrossed"

Mymouthwidens



Me:"okaysobyhowmuchhaveIcostmy

promotion?"

Amahle:"fivemonths,sssoifyouweregoingtobe

promotedayearlater,thenwe'llhavetoaddfive

months"

Me:"whatthat'stoomuch,sowhenwillIbe

promoted?"

Amahle:"Idon'tknow,youdon'tplanapromotion,it

justhhhappensdependingontheworkyouputin,

sssoitmightevenhappenaftersixyearswhenI

graduatefromvarsitylikeyousaid,meaningthatI'll

tellyouthattodaywassupposedtobeyour

promotionbutwehavetowaitfivemonthsbefore

it'saccessible"

Me:"wait...youtookmeseriouslywhenIsaidwecan

betogetheraftersixyears?"

Shelooksatmewithafrown

Ilaughather

Me:"I'mkidding,I'llbepatient,Ipromise"

Amahle:"bbutLwandle,Ineedtobesurethatthere's



nothingelsethateffectsmeinahurtfulwaythat

youareplanningorthatyouarehidingfromme"

Ilookintohereyesforawhile

Me(sighs):"there'snothing"

Amahle:"cccauseit'llbesadinfutureifIdecideto

giveyouachanceonlytofindoutthere'smore

skeletonsinyourclosetandnowthatI'llbe

answeringmycalling,itmightbehardtohide

thingsfromme"

Me:"wellmaybeIhaven'ttoldyoueverything,butI

havetoldyoueverythingthatIwaspartofthat

involvedyou,there'sstillalotaboutmepersonally

thatyoudon'tknowandsomethingsI'mnotready

totalkaboutyet"

Amahle:"it'snotbigthingsthough?"

Me:"Idon'tknowhowyoumighttakethemsoIcan't

sayifit'sbigornot"

Sheremainsquiet

Amahle:"I'mscared"

Me:"ofwhat?"



Amahle:"love,I'mscaredofit,it'sverypainful"

Me:"Iknowwhatyoumean,butlet'snotputmuch

intoit,Ijustwantustobetogetherandcomfortable

aroundeachotherlikehowwe'vealwaysbeen,no

forcedconversations,nolabelledemotionswejust

feelwhatwefeel,asIsaidbefore,I'mjustbeing

hereforyou,forwhateveryouneed,Iwantyouto

knowthatyoucancallNoahandhe'llcoming

speedingwithhisark"

Shelaughslookingatme

Amahle:"okay!Let'ssleep"

Itakeoffmyshirtandpants

Me:"I'llgotakeashowerfirst"

Amahle:"okay"

Iheadtothebathroomandtakeaquickcold

shower,ifitwereuptomeI'dripherclothesoffand

fuckherinthisshower,fuck,Ineedtostopthinking

likethis.

Mydickisstillhardfromthemakeoutsession,it's

beenawhilesinceI'vereleased,it'snowgettinga



bitfrustratingcauseI'maroundafemale,itwas

betterwhenIlivedalone,sexwasthelastthingon

mymind.

Ithinkit'stimeIintroducedhertoVanessa,Ishould

breakthingsoffwithherinfrontofher,yeahI

shoulddothat.

Iwipemyselfandwalkbacktotheroom

IfindherwatchingTV,looklikeshealreadyprayed

asthewhiteandyellowcandlesareon.

Itakemybriefsfromthecloset,Idropmytoweland

putthemonquickly.

Ilotionmybodythenheadtothebed

Igetinthecovers,shelooksatme

Amahle:"uhm,excusemesir,Ithinkyouinthe

wrongroom"

Me:"I'mtiredofthecouchIndy,mybackhurtsand

myneck,canIpleasesleephere,prettyplease"

Amahle:"okay,Iguessitsfine,it'sabigbedafterall"

Me:"thankyou,Ithoughtyou'drefuse"



Amahle:"no,justnofunnybusinessokay?"

Me:"whatfunnybusiness?"

Amahle:"likethestuntyoupulledearlier"

Me:"nocuddling?"

Sheshakesherhead

Amahle:"nocuddling,keeptoyoursideofthebed,

nokicking,pleasesleepproperly,Ifeel

uncomfortableIpinch"

Ilaugh

Me:"yesmam"

Shegetsoffthebedandshe'snotwearingany

underwearjustatopasshehasherbackonme,

shebendsoverexposingherpussyassheputson

herpantiesthengetsbackinbed

Me:"wow,didyouhavetodothatinfrontofme?"

Amahle:"it'snotsonicewhenit'sdoneinfrontof

youisit?"

Ismilebitingmylip



Me:"ohhsothisispayback,don'tblamemewhen

youfeelaremotepokingyouundertheblankets"

Sheburstsintolaughter

Amahle:"that'sit,weputtingpillowsbetweenus,I

don'ttrustyouanymore"

Ilaughasshereallyputspillowsinbetweenus.

WeswitchedoffthelightsandtheTVandgot

comfortableinbedfacingourbackstoeachother

(Silence)

Me:"Amahle?"

"Noah?"

Me:"areyouasleepyet?"

"No,why?"

Iturntofacehershealsoturnstofaceme

Me:"Igotoneforyoubeforewesleep"

Shegigglesexcitedly

Me:"soyougoingtosayaddictedaftereverythingI

say"



Amahle(giggles):"okay"

Me:"someonewhodoesdrugs?"

Amahle:"addicted"

Me:"someonewhosmokes?"

Amahle:"addicted"

Me:"whathityouintheface?"

Amahle:"addicted"(adickdid)

Shegaspsasweburstintolaughter

Amahle(laughing):"wowreallynow?Adickdid!?"

Me(laughing):"yousaidit"

Amahle(laughingbreathlessly):"okay!Yougotme

thistime....

.

.

.

Afewdayslater



Lowell

.

.

Igetupwithathrobbingheadache,Iholdmyhead

whichisinpainexperiencingaveryheavyhangover.

Ilookbesidemethere'sagirl

Me:"ahhfuckno"

Igetoffthebed,Idon'tevenrememberbringinga

chickhome,IlookaroundandI'matmyparents

house,wait,Iboughtagirlatmyparentshouse?

Shit,howdrunkwasI?Whathappenedlastnight

causeIdon'trememberanything,Ionlyremember

meetingupwithDerekattheclubtocheckonhow

thingsweregoing,wehadafewdrinksthen....yeah

Idon'tknowwhathappenedafterthat.

IlookaroundforacondomandIdon'tfindany,shit,

Ihititraw.

Iwakethegirlup

Ishakeher



Her(sleepy):"mh?"

Me:"youneedtogetout,now,thisismyparents

house,youshouldn'tbehere,wakeup!"

Shegetsupslowlyassheissleepy

Ipullherarmroughlygettingheroffthebed

Me:"eeysisihurryup!Getdressed!"

Ithrowherclothesather

Me:"didwefuck?"

Her:"youdon'tremember?"

Me:"Iwouldn'taskifIdid"

Her:"yeahwedid,anditwasawesome"

Me:"youoncontraceptives?"

Her:"yeah"

Me:"good,pleasegetout,sorryI'mrudebutyou

havetogo"

Her:"it'sfine,younotthefirstrudeguyI'vecome

across"

Me:"areyouclean?Likedoyouhaveany



deseases?"

Her:"I'mnegative,andIhavenoSTDs"

Me:"foryoursakeIhopethefucknot"

Shetakesherpurseandphone

Her:"canIhavemoneyfortaxis?"

IlookaroundformywalletandIfinditinmypocket,

Itakeoutatwohundrednoteandgiveittoher,she

looksatitthenbackatme,Isigh

Me:"wow,golddiggermuch?"

Itakeouttwomoretwohundredrand'sandgiveher

Shesmiles

Her:"thanks,bye"

Me:"I'lltakeyouout,myparentsmustnotseeyou"

IleadthewayasweheadtowardstheloungeIpeek

toseeifanyoneisthereanditwasclear,werun

pastandheadforthedoor

Iopenthedoorandshegetsout,Icloseitandlean

againstitbreathinginandout



Iwalkback

"Morning!"

MyheartskipsabeatasIturnmyheadtoseemom

inthekitchen,shit!Shejustwitnessedthewhole

thing

Me:"momma,goodmorning"

Iwalkuptoherandattempttokissherbutshe

movesaway

Mom:"youdidn'tevenbrushyourteethyetandyour

breathprobablystinksfromthealcohol"

Me:"ouch"

Mom:"son,youneedhelp,youcan'tgoonlikethis,

areyoudoingdrugs?"

Me:"what?Whatmakesyousaythat?Ofcausenot"

Mom:"thewayyouwereactinglastnight,so

aggressive,talkingaboutkillingyourbrotherand

betrayinghim"

Myheartrateincreases,didIconfesseverything?

Mom:"lookIknowyoufeellikeyoukilledhimcause



ithappenedinfrontofyou,butyouhavetoforgive

yourselfandmoveonsweetie,howwillhissoulrest

inpeaceifyouarelikethis,helovedyousomuch,

hewouldn'tbehappyseeingyoulikethis,please

baby,Iorganizedyouagoodpsychologist,please

goseeherlater,youneedtobementallysanewhile

welookforAmahle,sothatwhenwefindher,she'll

comebacktoahealthyandimprovedLowell,you

can'tliveyourlifelikethisbaby.....

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

WearenowontheroaddrivingtoKzn

Whilelisteningtomusicandsingingalong



Noah: FirstIgetcoldthenhot....

Me: ThinkI'monfireI'mnot....

Noah: OhwhatapainI'vegot...

Me: itmustbelove...

Noah: There'snothingIcando....

Me: AllthatIwantisyou....

Noah: LookwhatI'mgoingthrough

Me: itmustbelove....

Both: Itmustbelove,itmustbelove...

Noah: Ifalllikeasparrowandflylikeadove

Me: YoumustbethedreamI'vebeendreamin'of

Both: Ohwhatafeelin'itmustbelove

Me: Somethingiswrongalright

Noah: Ithinkofyouallnight

Me: Can'tsleep'tillmornin'light

Both: itmustbelove



Noah: Seein'youinmydreams

Me: Holdin'youclosetome

Noah: Ohwhatelsecanitbe

Both: itmustbelove

Welaughoutloudafterthesongfinished

Noah:"howdoyouknowDonWilliamsjams?You

werestillababy,actuallyyouwerenotevenborn

backinhisdays"

Me:"don'tttakeus2ksforgranted,weknowold

school"

Noah:"Aiamatwothousandaregrowinguptoofast

formyliking"

Ilaugh

Me:"Iforgetyourwereherebeforechrist"

Helooksatmesmirking

Noah:"yourNoahjokesaregettingoldnow"

Me:"justlikeyouandyourark?"

HelaughsassodoI



Noah:"youstupid,getoutofmycar"

Me(laughing):"noway!"

Ourlaughsfadeawayafterawhile

(Silence)

Noah:"there'ssomeoneIwanttointroduceyouto,

beforewegettoMzimkhulu"

Me:"whoisit?"

Noah:"you'llsee"

Me:"okay"

.

.

.

Bongani(Lowell'sfather)

.

.

.

Me:"comeonguyslookcarefully!"



"Ifounditboss"

Hecomestowardsmeandgivesmethelittle

camera

Me:"Iknewit,Noahvaluessafetytoomuch,he

plantscameraseverywhere,that'showhealways

managedtocometotherescueforhismother"

Guy:"youthinkitgoteverything?Itwasinacorner"

Me:"we'llsoonfindout,wewillfindwhoshotmy

Son,andtheywillpaydearly,mysonwillget

justice"

.

.

.

******

"Rightisrightevenifeveryoneisagainstit....and

wrongiswrongevenifeveryoneisforit"(William

Penn)

******

Tobecontinued



[12/17,15:17] :Insert69

Thecalling

•

•

•

•

•

Lulama

•

•

•

•

Me(whispering):"it'sokayladies,don'tcry,I'llget

yououtofthatplace"

Girl1:"youneverkeepyourpromises

Girl2:"yeah,lasttimeshewetrustedher,weended

upbeingsexslavesinanothercountry"



Girl3:"shehastothistimeorelseshe'snotgetting

herbabyback"

Thebabycries

Me(whispering):"noplease,I'llaskreidtobringy'all

back,Ipromise,pleasegivememybaby,myfamily

needstoseethatI'mnotcrazy,mybabyisstill

alive"

"That'sit,youarenotokay,yougoingtoseea

doctor"

Ilooktowardsthedoorandmomisstandingbythe

doorframe,Ilookbackatthegirlsandtheynot

thereanymore

Me:"Youseewhatyou'vedonenow!!Nowtheygone!

Whydidyouscarethemawaymom,theyhadmy

babywiththem"

Shewalksuptome

Mom:"Lulama,there'snoonehere,youkeeptalking

toyourself,feedingandinvisiblebaby,thisisnot

good,wetakingyoutoapsychiatristtogetyou

checked"



Me:"I'mnotcrazymom,thesepeoplewerejusthere!!

Youscaredthemaway"

Mom:"I'vebeenstandingherewatchingyoutalkto

yourself,comegetdressed,weleaving"

Isighandlookawayfromher

Mom:"getyourselfready,Iknowyouveryhurtfor

losingyourbaby,butyouarenotyourselfanymore,

youhallucinating,youcanharmyourselfatthis

point,doyouseewhatdrugshaveturnedyouinto?

AndIwastheevilparentbecauseIwasstricton

you,whydodrugsLulu?Isthereanythingthatyou

lack?Weprovideyouwitheverything,youget

anythingthatyouwant,whydrugs?"

Sheshakesherdisappointedlyandwalksout

coughing.

Me:"Ijustwantmybaby,that'sall"

.

.

.

Lowell



.

.

.

I'vebeenputoffatworkbytheboardofdirectors

becauseofmyrepulsivebehavior,andI'minno

mentalcapacitytoperformatwork.

Ijustreceivedthenewstoday,apparentlyalot

happenedthesepastfewdays,it'slikesomething

takesovermymindandbodyforafewhours

beforeI'mbacktomysenses,andmosttimesIdo

notrememberwhathappened.Iguessmy

consciousnesshasfinallycaughtupwithme,and

I'msufferingtheconsequencesofkillingmybrother

andabusingAmahleaftereverythingNoahhas

taughtmeabouthowtotreatwomen,honestlyI

thinkit'sbestifIjustcomecleanabouteverything

anddomybrotherJustice,maybeifIdothathe'll

forgivemeandstophauntingme.

Itakemyphoneanddialmydad

"Hello?"



Me:"heypops,I'llbecomingoverfordinnertonight,

there'safewthingsI'dliketotellyouandmom"

"Iseverythingokay?"

Me(sighs):"No,thisisreallyimportant,andImight

probablynothaveafamilyafterthis"

"Areyousober?"

Me:"yesI'msober,sowillyoubefree?"

"Yeahsure,I'mjustbusywithafewthingsbutI'llbe

athomefordinner"

Me:"okaydad,bye"

"Sho"

Ihangupandbrushmyface

Thisisit,it'stimethewholetruthcomesout,thenI

cangojoinmybrotherinthespiritualworld,ifI

don'ttakemyownlife,mostdefinitelymyfatherwill

whenhefindsoutwhatI'vedone.

Ijustcan'ttakethispainanymore,IthoughtIwas

strongbutI'mnot,IamweakandIcannevermake

itthroughthis,IknowIhaveboughtthistomyself



becauseIwaspowerhungry,wellnowI'lltakeit

frommyself.

Igotogoogleandsearch

"HowpoisonousisAntifreeze?"

Ireadtheresults

"AccordingtotheNationalOceanicand

AtmosphericAdministration,aslittleastwoounces

ofantifreezecankilladog,oneteaspooncankilla

catandtwotablespoonsofantifreezecanbe

hazardoustoachild.Within24to72hours,a

personwhohasingestedasignificantamountof

antifreezecandieasaresult."

It'sverystrong,Icandrinkfiveglassesofitandmix

itwithalcohol

.

.

.

Bongani(Lowell'sfather)

.



.

.

Me:"playitagain"

Guy:"bossthisisthetwentiethtimewatchingthe

samething"

Ilookathim

Me:"Isaid,playitagain"

Heplaysitagain

AsIwatchmysonsfightingeachother,strangling

eachother.

Noah:"wehavetogetyoutohospital"

Hewalksaway

Noah:"look,wenowbotheven,noonehastodie,

youmybrotherandnomatterhowmuchIfeellike

killing,I'dneverbringmyselftoactuallydoit,so

let'scallitevenandmoveon"

HewalkstowardsthedoorwithLulama

whenLowellquicklypicksthegunupandshoots



him

*Bhaa!!*

Hefallstothegroup

Iclosemyeyesasmymemorygetsclearerand

clearerthedayIwaskidnappedandIwastortured

bymen,Lowelljustsattheregivingordersofthe

horriblethingstheydidtome,beatingmeintoa

palm,electrifyingme,suffocatingmeanddrugging

me,Irememberpassingoutwhilelookingintohis

remorselesseyes.

TearsescapemyeyesasIfeelmybloodboil

Me:"playitagain"

Guy:"eishboss"

Me(snaps):"playthedamnthing!!!"

Hepressesplayandwewatchitalloveragain

.

.

.



Amahle

.

.

.

"Sweetheart?"

Ifeelsomeoneshakingme

"Hey,wakeup,wehere"

IopenmyeyesasIsitupstretchingandyawning,I

scrollthecarseatup

Me:"oh,wefinallyhere"

Noah:"yeah,Ihatedrivingwithsleepers,youknow

howmanytimeIfeltlikesleepingtoo?Lookatall

theenergydrinksIhadtodrink"

Ilaughathimlookingatthethreecansofscore

energydrinks

Me:"iiitsnotmyfaultyourcarissoothingand

comfortable"

Noah:"yeahwhatever,wellwe'vearrived,thisisit"



Me:"whwhereisthisplace?"

Noah:"it'smyhouse,weinMargate"

Me:"sssomeoneliveshere?"

Noah:"yeah,pleaseunderstandwhatI'maboutto

do"

Me:"whoareyouintroducingmeto,pleasetellme"

Noah:"Vanessa,mywife"

Myheartskipsabeat,Ineverknewwhotobelieve

betweenhimandhisfamilyabouttheexistenceof

thisVanessa.Butheboughtmeherewherehe

meetsupwithher,shehastobereal.

Me(swallowsspit):"okay"

Webothjumpoffthecarashewalkstowardsme

andtakesmyhandintohis

Theyardofthisplaceisamess,it'sverywindyand

there'sleaveseverywhere,Isuddenlygetchillsin

myheartanddownmyspineaswegetclosertothe

house.

Thewindgetsevenstrongerwithtreeseblowingto



thesidehittingtheroofofthehouse,it'sverydark

too,thehouseisdarkanditlookslikenoonehas

livedhereforyears.

Hefiddleswiththekeysstrugglingtofindtheright

ones.

IkeeplookingaroundasIhearneighbordogs

barking,Imoveclosertohimholdinghimaround

hiswaist.

Didwehavetogetheresolate

Me:"whwhyaretheoutsidelightsoff?"

Noah:"probablyranout"

Me:"ccanyouopenalready,it'screepyouthere"

Noah:"I'mtrying,Idon'tknowwhythesekeysare

givingmeproblems"

Hesaysinfrustration

Me:"Idddon'tthinkshe'shome,whyisn'tshe

openingforus,justknock?"

Heknocksmultipletimes

"rrrooeww"



IstartleasIseeacatfallingfromthetreeand

runningaroundtothebackofthehouse.

Heknocksaggressively

Noah:"Vanessa!!Open!!It'smeNoah!!"

Thedooropensonitsown

Noah:"oh,lookslikeitwasn'tlockedafterall"

HemakeshiswayinasIfreezebythedoor

Noah:"comeonin"

Me:"fffirstonthelights"

Hepressesontheswitchbutnothinghappens

Noah:"Ithinkshe'srunoutofelectricity,comehold

ontome"

Itakehishandandwewalkin

Noah:"Nessa!!Babe!!I'mhome!!"

Wewalkfurtherinasmyheartracesinfullspeed

Hetakesouthisphoneandswitchesonthetorch

light,there'snothinginherelookslikenooneleaves

here



Me:"Iththinkshemovedout,theplaceisempty"

Noah:"whatareyoutalkingabout,can'tyouseethe

furniturerightthere?"

Hepointsattheemptyareathatlookslikeit's

supposedtobethelounge

Hepresseshisphone

Noah:"letmebuyelectricityrealquick"

Wewalktowardstheelectricitymeterbox,hedials

inthenumbersandthelightsswitchon

Me:"yeeyilight!!"

Helaughsabit

Noah:"waithere,I'llgocallherupstairs"

Me:"okay"

Igositontheonechairthatwasinthemiddleof

theroom,IsitforawhilebeforeIknowit,I'monthe

floorasitbroke,hurtingmereallybad

Me:"aahhh,ouch!"

*Doof!!*



Ihearaloudfallingsoundfromupstairs

startlingme

Me:"Noah!!"

"Aahh!!"

Ihearhimgroaninpain,Iquicklymakemyway

upstairsbutItripandfallrollingdownthestairs

IpickmyselfupasIrunuponceagainuntilIreach

theroomwhereIhearNoahgruntinginpain

Itryopeningthedoorbutit'slocked

Me:"Noah!Openthedoor!"

"Shedoesn'twanttoseeyou,pleasegotothecar,

I'llbedownjustnow"

Me:"No!Areyouokay?What'sgoingoninthere,is

shehurtingyou?Vanessa!!?"

Ibangonthedoor

"GoawayAmahle!!Now!!"

Heshoutsangrily,myheartpoundingfastinpanic,I

can'tjustleavehimhere



Imoveawayfromthedoorthenruntowardsit

tryingtobreakitbutIenduphurtingmyhealing

wounds.

Heopensthedoorandlooksatmefuriously

Noah:"Isaidgetthefuckout,youupsettingher!"

Me:"letmeseeher!"

Ipushpasthimgettingintheroomlookingaround

butthere'snoone,Igotothebathroomandthere's

noone

Iwalkbacktowardshim

Me:"whereisshe!?"

Helooksathisside

Noah:"she'ssittingrightthere"

Ilookatwherehe'slooking,it'sjustanoldcrusty

bed

Me:"where?"

Noah:"onthebed"

Islowlymoveaway,asacoldchillybreezepasses



throughme

Me:"there'snobodyhereNoah"

Noah:"no,sheshere,Nessasayhiorsomething,

whycan'tyouseeher?Areyoupretendingyoucan't

seeher?Didmomputyouuptothis?Huh?You

goingtopretendshe'snotheretomakemebelieve

she'sdeadliketheyalldo?"

Ishakemyheadastearsthreatenmyeyes,thishas

confirmedit,Noah'sbipolarandhe'shallucinating.

Me:"I'llgowaitinthecar!"

Irunouttheroomdownthestairsandoutthe

housetothecarwhereIlockmyselfinasItryto

catchmybreath.

IlookformyinhalerasItrytoopenupmyairway

.

.

.

Lowell

.



.

.

Mompreparedanicedinnerforjustthethreeofus.

ItstillfeelsweirdbeingatthetablewithoutNoah.

It'salwaysbeenthefourofus.Mygrandfatherlefta

whilebackafterNoah'sfuneral.

Mom:"yourfatherisstillnothere"

Me:"he'sprobablytakingcareofbusiness,he's

beenactiveinthecompanyforawhilenow"

Mom:"Ijusthopehedoesn'tgobacktohisoldself

andtrytorobyouofthecompanyagain"

Me:"it'shiscompanymom"

Mom:"butstill,youdeserveit"

"Startedwithoutme?"

Hedriveshiswaytousandsitsbyhisspot

Mom:"letuspray"

Weholdhandsandcloseoureyes

Mom:"Godpleaseblessourfoodandthehandsthat



preparedit,thankyouforblessingsuswithyet

anotherdaytobewithfamily,tolove,careand

comforteachother,inJesusnameAmen"

Us:"Amen"

Theystarteating

Mom:"youknow,itseemslikeThandilewillbe

stayinglongerinhospital,butIaskedthedoctorfor

hertocomespendatleastChristmaswithusfor

lunchthenshecouldgoback,thepoorgirlissosad

byhersister'sdisappearance,shewasreally

lookingforwardtoseeingher(sighs)ai,sometimes

thewheelofliferotatesinaweirdway,I'mstill

keepingAmahleinmyprayersthough,shewillbe

found,andshe'llbealive,that'sforsure,wejust

havetoallsticktoprayerandfaithinGod,heknows

whathe'sdoing"

Dad:"Amentothat,hesuredoesknowwhathe's

doing,andallthosewhoaredoingAmahlewrong

rightnowwillfeelthewrathofGod,andsowillthe

peoplewhokilledNoah,theyshallbeboughtto

justice,inJesusname"



Mom:"Amen"

Ijuststareatmyplate,Ilookatmymeatandsee

redbloodcomingoutofit.

Irubmyeyesstartling

Mom:"what'sthematterhoney?"

Me:"Ithinkthemeatisraw"

Mom(frowns):"what?Letmesee"

Shelooksatmyplateandcutsmymeat

Mom:"musaukudlalangamwena,ivuthiwe

lenyama"

(Don'tplaylikethat,thismeatiscookedwell)

Theblooddisappeared

Me:"sorry,IthoughtIsawblood"

Dad:"maybeyoudid"

Ilookathim

Me:"excuseme?"

Dad:"I'mkidding,sowhatwastheimportantfamily

dinneraboutson?"



IsighasIhearmyheartbeatingagainstmychest

Me:"I...Iwantedtoletyouknowthetruth,about

whatI'vedone"

Itgoesquietastheyputtheirforksdownlookingat

meattentively

Me:"aboutDad'scaraccident"

Dad:"whataboutitson?"

Ilookathimintheeyes

Me:"itwasn'tanaccident,Iwasbehinditall,Imade

youloseyourmemory...IIalsokilledNoah"

Momholdsherchestlettingoutapainfulscream

Dad:"welldamn"

.

.

.

******

"Stuckbetweenwhat'srealandwhat'snot,being

hauntedbyyourmistakes,isafatefarworsethan



death"(Author)

******

Tobecontinued
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Thecalling

•

•

•

•

•

Lowell

•

•

•

•

•

Mom:"youdidwhat?"



Me:"dadwasplanningongettingmekickedoffthe

company,heoncealmostkilledmefortheposition,

soIfoughtbacktheonlywayIknowhow,Igothim

messedupandmadeitlooklikehewasinacar

accident.NoahsleptwithAmahlerevenginghimself

becauseIsleptwithLulama,Igotangryandwentto

hisplace,Iattackedhim,ourfightgotsooutof

handIendedupshootinghimoutofanger,Ididn't

aimtokillhim,IjustwantedtohurthimbutIguess

Ihitthewrongspotandhedied.Iregretever.....

Igroaninpainasthewinebottlehitsmyhead

Ilookatdad

Dad:"youlittlepeaceofshit!"

Hethrowsmoreglassesatmecuttingmeand

plates

Me:"I'msorry!!"

Hejumpsfromhischairandgetsonmecausingus

tofalloffthechairashegetsontopofmethrowing

punches

"Bangani!!!Stop!!!"



Idon'tfighthimbackasIfeelmyheadbuzzingwith

everypunch

Momgetsontopofhimscreamingandshouting

forhimtogetoffmebuthe'stoostrongforher,she

endsupcoveringmewithherbodycomingbetween

us

Mom(crying):"Stooop!!!Leavehimalone!!!Leave

him!!!Pleeeease!!!"

Hegetsoffmebreathingheavilyrunningoutof

breathashefumeswithanger

Leavingmyoneeyeshutaspartsofmyfacebleed

Momhelpsmegetup

Mom:"thisisnotthewaythingsaresolved!!"

Dad:"there'snothingtofuckensolve!!Thisbitchas

boyisademon!Hekilledhisbrother!!

He's....(runningoutofbreath).....

Hetriesstandingupusingthetableashelimps

backtohiswheelchair

Me(crying):"I'msosorrymomma,itwasamistake,I

didn'tmeantokillhim....Ididn'tmeanto...Iwas



angry,Iwascontrolledbymyemotions...youhave

everyrighttobeangry..."

Dad:"I'mfuckendisowningthispieceofkak,youare

sospoilt,justonetimeyoudon'tgetthingsyour

wayyouwillingtokillyourownblood?"

Me:"youwantedtokillmetooremember!?Oristhat

partofyourmemoryalittlefuzzy!?"

Dad:"Killyou!!Whatthefuckareyoutalkingabout?

Youfuckenbetrayedme,yyouwentagainstmeto

takeeverythingIworkedsohardforfromme!!Ihad

everyrighttoscareyouthewayIdid,Iwasnever

goingtokillyou,Iwantedtoteachyoualesson,

thingsonlygotoutofhandwhenyourmothertried

togetintheway!!Youbetrayedyourbrother!Slept

withhiswifeandimpregnatedher!!Hefoundout

anddidthesamewithyouandyouKillhim!?You

don'teventhinktwicebeforebackstabbingyour

ownfamily,evenifIdidwanttokillyouforreal,do

youblameme!?Youafuckenbackstabber,you

thinkyoucanbetraypeopleandthey'lljustletyou

be!?Doyoublameusforactingthewaywedoto

yourconnivingcunningtwofacedbackstabbing



snake....allyouhadtodowasbepatient,youwere

stillyoungforthecompany,it'smineandIwasn't

readytogiveittoyou,butyoutookitfromme,you

wentaheadandstoleagirlfromyourbrother'sclub

andfuckedhiswifeontopofthat...(heavy

breathing)...howthefuckdoyouactlikethatman?"

Istandup

Me:"yeahI'mthebadguyhere,I'llmakeiteasyfor

you,youdon'thavetodisownme,I'llbeoutofyour

livesforever,everyoneisasaintandI'mthedevil!

Youknowwhat,I'lljustseemyselftohellwhereI

belong...oh,andAmahleranawaybecauseI've

beenbeatingher,andIwasenjoyingit,Ienjoyed

hittingherandseeingherstayandstillloveme,

causethat'swastheonlywaytomakeherstay,

that'stheonlywayawomanstaysforyearsand

neverleaves,butshedid,yourtheorysuckeddad!

Causenowshe'sgone!...Gone...Ikilledmybrother

fornothing...gone...

Iwalkout

"Lowell!!Getbackhere!!"



IignoreherasIgetinthecarandbreakdown

hittingthesteering

Itakeafewdeepbreathsbeforereversingthecar

outthegate

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

It'sbeenanhournowandNoahisstillinside.

Iclosemyeyesandsayashortprayer

Me:"dearGodpleasegivemethestrengthand

couragetogogetNoahfromthathouse,please

protectNoahandIandcoveruswiththebloodof

Jesus,IpraythatyougetridofVanessa'sghost

andshineyourlightonherGodforhertofindher

waytoyouandfindpeace,Ipraythisinthenameof



JesusChrist,Amen"

ItakeadeepbreathandopenthedoorasImake

mywaybacktothehouse

Islowlymakemywayupstairs,it'sveryquiet.

Iopenthedoortotheroomandfindhimsleeping

onthebed,hekeepstossingandturningholdinghis

headasifhe'sinsevierpain

Ishakehim

Me:"Noah!Wakeup!"

Hedoesn'twakeupbutkeepstossing

IheadtothebathroomIopenthewaterandtakean

oldtenlitterbucket,Irinseitandfillitupwithwater

thengobacktotheroomandthrowitonhisface,

hegetsupstrugglingtobreathhugginghimself

Me:"Noah!Weneedtogetoutofhere"

Ipullhimbuthe'stoostrongformeashe'sfrozen

onthebed

Me:"please,let'sgo"

Helooksupatme



Noah:"I'msorry,it'snotwhatitlookslike,she

doesn'twanttoletmego,Itried"

Me:"jjjjusttrustmeokay,she'llletyougo,justtake

myhand"

Helooksatmyhandforawhile

Noah:"youmakingherveryupset,doyouseehow

angrysheis?ShellhurtyouAmahle"

Me:"shecan'ttouchme,I'vegottheholyspiritby

myside,comeshewon'ttouchyoutooifyoutake

myhand"

HetakesmyhandandIpullhimupaswerunout

thedoor,downthestairsandtothecar.

Iopenthedoorforhimtogetinthedriver'sseat,

nowIhatethatIwassoscaredofaskingLowellto

teachmehowtodrive.

IhavetoriskmylifelettingNoahdriveatthisstate

Me:"whwhereaarethecarkeys?"

Hedoesn'tanswermeashe'sstillshivering,Ipat

himalloverandIdon'tfindthem.



Ilookatthehouse,whichisclosedandthelights

wentoffagain,IguessIhavetogobackforthe

keys.

GodIfeellikeI'minahorrormovie,mylegsare

shakinglikecrazy

Ifindthecouragetorunbacktothehouseandhead

upstairs

Itakethekeysonthedressingtable,thedoorshuts

onitsown,myheatracesasIgoopenitandI

struggleabit,IkeeptryinguntilitopenedasIran

withoutlookingbackintothecar

Me:"wwwillyoubeabletodrive?"

Hejustsatthereshivering

OhDearGod,pleasehelpme

IgetoffandgooverhissideIhelphimoutandwalk

tothepassengerseatasIhelphimsitbeforegoing

backtothedriversseat

Isighandlookatthesteeringwheel

Me:"it'stimetotestifvisuallearningactuallyhelps"



I'vebeenwatchinglessonsonyoutubecauseIwas

socuriousandIsometimeswatchcloselywhenI'm

atthepassengerseat.

IstartthecarandreverseIquicklysteponthe

breaksasthemovingcarscaresthehelloutofme,I

reversewhilebreakingmovinglikeascratchedDVD

Ifinallydrivemywaytotheroadanddriveasslow

asIcanwiththehazardlightson,Ionthegpsfor

thenearesthotel

.

.

.

Norah(Lowell'smother)

.

.

.

I'mshaking,that'showshockedIam

IneverexpectedthisfromLowellhonestly,I

expecteditfromhisfatherandfromNoahbecause



hewascapableofanything,notLowell.

Dad:"thatboyisgoingtobethedeathofusItell

you"

Ilookupathimasangerbrewsinme

Me:"thatboyismessedupbecauseofyou,

everythingthatboydid,helearntfromthebest,you!

Everythingyou'veputthisfamilythrough,thegun

fights?Goinginandoutofprison,exposingthemto

thisbehindthebulletlife,they'veseenyoukill,

they'veseenyou,thewayyoutreatedmeinfrontof

them,Lowellgrewuptobetheexactrepresentation

ofyou!!Don'tyoudarejudgeordisownhim,youthe

onewhocreatedthemonsterheistoday!!YouDid

that!!Youdidit!!..(breaksdown)..You!!Youdid

it...(crieshysterically)....mysonsusedtoloveeach

other,theyprotectedeachotherthrougheverything,

Itaughtthemlove!!Itaughtthembrotherhood!!But

yourevilwaysgotthebetteroutofthem...youare

EvilBonganiyouhearme!!!

Ithrowaspoonathimhittinghischest

Bongani:"Norah....



Hemovesclosertome

Me:"No!!Don'tcallmyname!!(Heavybreathing)....

lookatwhatyou'vedone...where'smyfamily

Bongani!!Wherearethey!?...

Icovermyeyesasmycriestakeovermyvoice

Bongani:"nyaxolisasthandwasam....

(I'msosorrymylove)

IlethimholdmeasIcryformysons,mybabies,

thisisnotthewayIimaginedmyfamilytobe,this

isnotthewaythingsweresupposedtoturnout

Me(crying):"whathavewedone.....

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.



IparkthecaroutsideahotelcalledSaintsView,I

justrealizedweinuVongoinMargate.

IgetoutofthecarandgoaroundtoopenforNoah

whoisstillinthesameposition.

Iputhisarmovermyshoulderandhelphimout,

he'sveryheavytosupport.

Wewalktowardsthedoorandtwoguyswholook

liketheyworkherecometowardsusandhelpme

Me:"wwewanttobookaroom,wheredowebook?"

Theyshowmetheway

Iquicklytalktothereceptionasshehelpsmebook

andcheckin.

Shegivesusroomkeysthenthetwogentlemen

escortustothebedroom.

Theyleaveusbythedoor

Me:"thanksguys"

Them:"youwelcome"

IhelpNoahsitonthebed



Me:"ppleasewaithere,Ihavetogofetchafewmore

thingsbythecar"

Ilookathimforawhilehe'snotevenblinking.

Iheadoutandheadbackdownstairstothecar

whereIgetourbagsandphones.

Ilockthecarandheadbacktotheroom.

Ithrowthethingsonthecouch.

IkneelbeforehimasIcuphisfacemakinghimlook

atme

Me:"Noah?Areyouokay?"

Helooksatmehe'sstillshiveringashe'sbodyis

verycold.

Igetupandgotothebathroomthenrunwarm

showerwaterandplacinghistowelbytheshower

slidebeforegoingbacktothebedroom

Itakeoffhisshirt,Ipulldownhispantsleavinghim

inhisbriefs.

Iholdhimaroundthewaistandheadtothethe

shower,Ileadhiminside



Noah:"No..no,Idon'twantto...

Me:"No,youhaveto,youcold"

HetriesfightingmebutIholdhimunderthewater

wettingmydryclothes.

Hestayscalm,Itakeoffmytopandshortsaswell

andI'monlyleftinmypanties.

He'sholdinghisheadasifhewantstohurthimself

Me:"lookatme"

Heshakeshisheadwithhiseyesclosed

Me:"please...justlookatme"

Heturnsashiseyeslandonminebeforefallingto

mybreasts

Itakehistowelandputsoaponit

Iplaceitonhischestandstartmovingitwashing

himgently

Iwatchhischestrisingandfallingfast

Ilookupathim

Me:"iiitsokaynow,she'sgone,it'sonlyushere,she



didn'thurtme...

Noah:"shedidn't?"

Heaskscuppingmyface

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,jjjjustbreathokay,slowly..

Hefailsashe'sstillshiveringinfear

Me:"cccalmdownplease"

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhimafterawhileheholds

mebackashesinkstotheflooragainstthewall

makingmesitontopofhim.

Noah:"it'sokay,yousafenowIndy,shewon'thurt

usanymore"

Me:"yeah,shewon'thurtus"

HelayshisheadonmychestasIlaymineonhis

headandfeelhimslowlycalmingdownbuthis

bodystillshivering,westaylikethatwiththewarm

waterhittingmyback

.



.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

I'mnowonmyfifthglassofantifreezemixedwith

wineasIfinishupmyletter.

Ifeelmyinsidesburning,IgroansinpainasIfallto

thegroundscreaming,itfeelslikemyinsidesare

beingstabbedandrippedoutofmybody.

MybodyshakesonthefloorasIstruggletobreath,

foamformsinmymouthasIclosemyeyesand

endurethepainforthelasttime

.

.

.

******



"Weallinthesamegame,justdifferentlevels....

dealingwiththesamehell,justdifferentdevils"

(Author)

******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,15:17] :Insert71

Thecalling

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•



•

IlazilyopenmyeyesasIfeelmywaistcapturedby

strongwarmarmswithonehandcuppingmyboob.

Imovemywaistabitonlytobepokedby

somethinghardonthecurveofmybuttcheeks.

Iturnmyheadandhe'speacefullysleeping,last

nightwasastruggleforhimtofallasleep.

Iturnmywholebodyandfacehim,Iremovethe

haircoveringhalfofhis

faceasIrunmyfingersthroughhislocks

massaginghissculp,Ibrushhis

beardonthesideofhisfacefollowingit'strailto

thetopofhislipsandunderhischin,itfeelsscruffy

inaniceway

Ihavetheurgetorubmyfaceagainsthisscrumpy

beard,Imovemyfacecloserandbrushthesideof

myfaceagainsthisanditfeelgoodagainstmy

smoothskin

"Youlikethat?"

Iquicklymovemyfaceawaylookingintohishalf



openeyes

Me(blushing):"III'msorry"

Noah:"it'sokay,Ishould'vekeptmymouthshut

causeIlikedit"

Me:"yyoudid?"

Noah:"yeah,howyoufeelingtoday?"

Me:"I'mokay,Ishouldbeaskingyou?"

Noah:"I'mnotokay"

Me:"whwhatswrong?"

Noah:"comecloser,I'lltellyou"

Imovemybodycloser

Noah:"closer"

Imovecloserashepartsmylegswithhisclosing

allgapsbetweenus

Noah:"closer"

Ibringmyfacecloserandournosestouch

Me(whispers):"tellmenow,what'swrong"



Noah(whispers):"youjustsolvedmyproblem,Iwas

feelingcold"

Ilaugh

Noah:"yourthighsareverywarm,isthereaheater

downthere?"

Me(laughs):"nothere'snoheater"

Noah:"ohhIknowit'sthatWAP"

Me:"wap?"

Noah:"thatwarmasspussy"

Iburstintolaughter

Helaughspressinghisforeheadagainstmine

Noah:"Iwishyoucouldneverstoplaughing"

Me:"wwithyouasmycomedian,Iwon't"

Oureyeslockforawhile

Noah:"canIask?"

Me:"mhm"

Noah:"didwehavesexlastnight?"



Ishakemyhead

Me:"No"

Noah:"oh,soIguessitwasjustadreamthen,

bummer"

Igiggleabitashiseyesdroptomylips

Hemoveshislipscloser,Ifeelmyheartbeat

increaseashisdickgetsharderstickinginbetween

mythighsrightagainstmycoochie,thefactthatI'm

onlywearingapantymakesmypussyvery

sensitive,hishandslidesupanddownthesideof

mybodyandlightlysqueezingmyboobslowly

causingexcitementinmytummy,his

intoxicatinggreyishlightbluisheyesfixedonmine

Iclosemyeyesandtakeadeepbreath

beforefindingthelittlestrengthinmyweakselfto

untanglemyselffromourentanglement.

Healsositsupstraightcoveringourselveswiththe

duvet

Me:"aboutlastnight"



Noah:"whataboutit?"

Heasksashegetsoffthebed

Me:"Vanessa...?"

Helooksatme

Noah:"youdidn'twanttomeether,youranaway"

Me:"shshewasnotthereNoah,she'sallinyour

mind"

Noah:"areyousayingI'mcrazyAmahle?"

Heputsonhisbriefs

Me:"areyoutakingyourpills?"

Noah:"Ifuckenhatethatquestionwithpassion"

Me:"areyou?"

Noah:"yeah"

Heanswersdigginginhissportbag

Me:"whwhenlast?"

Noah:"youreallystartingtopissoff,canweget

readysowecanleavewhileit'sstillearly"



Me:"whenlastdidyoutakethemLwandle?"

Noah(sighs):"ItookthemafewtimesbutIstopped

causeIwasn'taroundpeopleanywaysotherewas

noneedforthem"

Me:"youknowthat'snothowitworks,youhhaveto

keeptakingthem"

Noah:"Ididn'thaveto,Idon'tlikethewaytheymake

mefeel,they'resideeffectsarenotcool,thefatigue,

muscleachingandweakness,drymouth,

constipation,nausea,headache,dizziness....Ididn't

seeareasontogothroughallthatwhenI'mnot

evenaroundpeople,Idon'tworkandIcancontrol

mymoods"

Me:"yyouknowyoucanjustchangethe

prescriptionandtakeonesthatwon'tmakeyoufeel

allthat"

Hegivesmeaboredface

Noah:"don'tyouthinkI'vetriedthat,theyallhave

something,pleasecanwestoptalkingaboutitnow,

I'mfeelingreallydrainedandexhausted"



Me:"but...

Noah:"IsaidIdon'tfuckenwannatalkaboutit!What

thefuckiswrongwithyou!?Areyoudumb!?AmI

notspeakingproperEnglish!?"

IsighandlookdownasIfeelmyheartclench

Noah:"areyougoingtoshowerfirstorshouldI?"

Me:"yougo"

Heclickshistongueandmakeshiswaytothe

bathroom

WhileIstaybehindandprepareforwhatI'mgoing

towearasItidyuptheroom

.

.

.

Norah(Lowell'smother)

.

.

.



*Phoneringing*

(Itstopsandstartsagain)

*Phoneringing*

Ifidgetonthebedbeforestretchingmyarmand

reachingforthephone

IsighwithmyeyesclosedasIanswerandputiton

myear

"MrsNhlabathi?"

Me(sleepy):"mmh?"

"Eishsinenkingala,sitholeincosiyakholaeflatini

yakhe,izameukuzibulala"

(Wehaveaproblem,wefoundyourchildinhisflat,

hetriedtokillhimself)

Isitupasmyheartraces

Me:"uthikwenzenjani!?"

(What?)

"Ngimphuthumisileesibhedlela,kodwabesengim

chekile,bekungekholutho"



(IrushedhimtothehospitaleventhoughwhenI

checkedhimtherewasnothing)

ThephoneslipsoutofmyhandasIfeelasharp

painI'mmyheartsuffocatingme

"Hello?Mah?Areyouthere?"

Me(screaming):"Nooooooooo!!!!!

Noooooooooooo!!!!....

Igetupwithblurrytearingeyeswhilescreaming

outloudtryingtogetdressedbutmywholebodyis

justtooweak

Me(heartwrenchingcries):"NooooGod

noooo...nooopleasenoooo....notmyLonkeplease

God....pleasenooooo...

"Kwenzenjani!?"

Ilookathimashemakeshiswayinwithhis

crutches

Me(crying):"Lo..Lo...Loweeelll!"

Ifinishupgettingdressedinafulltracksuit,Ithrow

inmysleepers



Bongani:"seyenzenimanjelowo?"

(What'shashedonenow?)

Me:"he'sinhospital,hetriedtocommitsuicide"

Bongani:"ini!!"

(What?)

Me:"wehavetorushtothehospital!"

Igrabmycarkeysandphoneandrunout

Bongani:"waitforme"

Iturnbackandhelphimtohiswheelchairthen

pushhimouttothecarasIspeedtothehospital

whileprayingandpleadingwithGodtosavemy

baby'slife

.

.

.

Noah

.

.



.

WenowontheroadtoumMzimkhulu

westillfarfromgettingthere,sinceit'satwohour

driveawayfromMargate

IglanceatAmahlewho'slookingoutthewindow,

sheseemsdown,maybeit'sthewayIblewheroff.

Me:"hlehle?"

Sheavoidsme,restinghercheekonherpalm

Me:"Indy?"

(Silence)

Me:"comeonsweethearts,talktome"

(Silence)

Me:"I'msorryforthewayIshoutedatyou"

(Silence)

Me:"itwasuncalledfor,I'mreallysorry,please

forgiveme"

(Silence)

Isighandconcentrateontheroad



Ilookatherandasmilecreepsonmyface

Me:"youlooksouglywhenyouangry,pleasestop"

Shesighsshakingherheadirritatedly

Me:"Igotoneforyou"

IlaughalittlebitasIthinkofthejoke

Iseeasmilethreateningherface

Me:"akidwalksuptohismom,andhe

says..(laughing)...

Itrytomaintainmylaughter,shecovershersmile

withherhand

Me:"hesays,heymom,canwegotrybungee

jumping?Themomreplies,(imitatingawoman)

oohhnohoneyyouwerebornfrombrokenrubber

andIdon'twantyoutodiethesameway!"

Weburstintolaughter,laughingoutlouduntilit

becomesasilentlaugh

Amahle(laughing):"wow,sothekidwasamistake!"

Ilaughharderasshetriestoexplainthejoke



Amahle:"youstupid!"

Afterawhilelaughingourtearsoutourlaughsfade

away

Me:"areyoustillangryorshouldIserveyouanother

one?"

Amahle(smiling):"anotherone!"

Me:"okaysoa....

Myphoneringsdistractingme,Ilookdownatitand

it'sDerek

Me:"I'msorry,Ihavetogetthis"

Ipickitupandanswer

Me:"sho?"

"Intwanayakhoizibulele,phuzeiAntifreezeyemoto

notshwalakwaphelangaye"

(Youlittlebrotherkilledhimself,drankacar's

antifreezewithalcoholandendedhislife)

Me(whisper):"what?"

Hecontinuestalkingbuthisvoicefadesawayas



everythingstartsmovinginslowmotion,asIfeel

myinsideshaking

IlookatAmahlewho'slookingatmewithafaint

smile

"Bozza?"

Me:"yeh..yehI'llcallyouback"

IdropthecallasIparkthecaronthesideofthe

road

Amahle:"aaareyouokay?Yousweatingalot"

IgetoutofthecarandwalkaroundasIfeelmyself

gettingdizzyandtheworldspinning,Iholdontothe

carforbalance

myheartachinginsomuchpainasthoughI'm

abouttohaveaheartattack

"Noah?What'sthematter?"

Me(breathlessly):"Lowell...he...he...

Sheputsherhandonmybackrubbingit

Amahle:"whwhatdidLowelldo?"



Ilookatherinnocentworriedface

IshakemyheadasIburrymyfaceinmyhandsas

thetearsstreamdownmyface

Mybreathstutterslosingmybreathingpatternand

runningoutofbreath

Amahle:"here,havesomewater"

ShegivesmeabottlebutI'mtooweaktoeven

budge

Sheremovesmyhandsfrommyfaceandsplashes

wateronmyfacegently

rinsingmyface

Shewipesthemoffwithherhand

Amahle:"youneedtocooldown,talktome,what's

wrong?"

Ican'tseemtocatchmybreath

Amahle:"breathLwandle,comeon...

Sheinstructsmeasshebreathsin

Itakeadeepbreathinandoutfollowinghermove



butitdoesn'thelp,myheartisonaraceofitsown

overwhelmedwithfear,it'slikewallsareclosingin

onme

myvisionisveryblurryandmyheartisinpain.

Amahle(tearfully):"Lwandle,please,don'tdothisto

me,please....

ShetriesholdingmebutImoveherawayasIwalk

awayfromherandthecartryingtogetair,Isitby

thegrassandfacethegreenfieldsasIscreamout

asloudasIcan

Abottleofwaterfallsinfrontofme

Itakeitanddrinkitwhilesplashingsomeonmy

face

Ifeelarmswrappedaroundme

IlookatAmahlerestingherheadonmeholdingme

tight,Iwrapmyarmsaroundhersqueezingher

tightly

Amahle:"sshhh,it'sokay,it'llallpass,it'sjust

temporarypain,iithurtsrightnow,butwe'llmaster

livingwithit,untilitfeelslikeit'snotthereanymore,



jjustendureitfornow,it'sgoingtobeokay,

eventually"

Hersofttonecalmsmedown,butthepainisstill

there

AfterwhatseemedlikeanhourIwas

calmer

Me:"let'sgo"

Ikissherforeheadassheliftsherheadupfrommy

chest

Amahle:"yyoubetter?"

Me:"yeah,I'mfine"

Igetup,Istretchmyhandsforher,shereachesfor

themandIhelpherup

Me:"let'scontinuewithourjourney,shallwe?"

Amahle(smiles):"yeah!IfeellikeIknowwherewe

going,Isawthesignoftheplaceinmydreamslast

night,itwasasignwrittenMvubukazi"

Me:"we'lljustwritetheonthejps"



Iputitonthejpsaswecontinuewiththedrive

ItakemyphoneandtextDerek

(Derek):"Boss?"

Me:"whereishe?"

(Derek):"Thedoctorsarebusywithhim,butIfelt

him,hewasgone,thedoctorsarejustdoing

procedure"

Me:"antifreezeisverystrong,ifhemakesit...when

hewakesup,givethedoctorstheantidote,leave

someforLulamaaswell"

(Derek):"shobozza"

IputmyphonedownandlookatAmahlewho's

lookingoutthewindow,Iplacemyhandonher

thigh,shelooksatmeandsmiles

Amahle:"yougood?"

Me:"yeah,yougood?"

Amahle:"yeah"

.



.

.

Norah(Lowell'smother)

.

.

.

I'mpacingupanddownthewaitingroompraying

Me:"Lord,lookuponmysonwitheyesofmercy.

MayYourhealinghandrestuponhim,mayYourlife

-givingpowersflowintoeverycellofhisbodyand

intothedepthsofhissoul,cleansing,purifying,

restoringhimtowholenessandstrengthforservice

inYourKingdom,fatherpleasegivehimanother

chanceatlife,he'sstilltooyoungtodie,LordIknow

youwillnottakehimfrommetoo...DearJesus,

divinephysicianandhealerofthesick,weturnto

youinthistimeofbrokennessandpain.Ohdearest

comforterofthetroubled!!alleviateourworryand

sorrowwithyourgentlelove!!andgrantusthe

graceandstrengthtoacceptthisburden!!DearGod,



weplaceourworriesinyourhands!!Weplaceour

sickunderyourcareandhumblyaskthatyou

restoreyourservanttohealthagain!!!Aboveall,

grantusthegracetoacknowledgeyourwilland

knowthatwhateveryoudo,youdofortheloveofus

....Amen!"

IcryholdingonmykneesasIcan'ttakethe

heartacheanymoreIgodownonmykneesandtry

tocontinueprayingbutIjustendupcallingthe

nameofJesus

Me(cryingweakly):"inthenameofJesus!!Inthe

nameofJesus!!InthenameofJesus!!InJesus

name!!...pleasesavethefruitsofmywomb!!In

Jesusname!!

I'vealwaysbeenabelieverbutneverhaveIever

prayedlikethismyentire

life,Idon'tevencareathowpeoplearelookingat

merightnow

"Nhlabathi?"



Igetupandwerushtowardsthedoctor

Me(pleading):"please,please....pleasedoctor,not

himtoo,he'stheonlychildIhaveleft...please.."

Doctor(sorrowfully):"yoursondrankantifreezea

verydangerouschemical,luckilyittakestimeforit

tocompletelydestroyeverythinginthebody,but

thechemicalhadalreadyinterferedwithhiskidney,

lung,brain,andnervoussystemfunction,causing

organdamageandhemixedwithotherdangerous

chemicalssuchasalcoholanddrugs,heis

unconscious,inadeepcoma"

Me:"willhewakeup?"

Doctor:"wewilltrytogetthechemicalsoffhisbody

andtreathim,hopefullyastimegoesonhewill

wakeup"

Isighholdingmychest

Me:"hewill,hewillwakeup,Iknowhewill"

Doctor:"Idon'twantyoutogetyourhopesupjust

yet,he'sinaverycriticalcondition,he'sorgans

sufferedalotofdamage,ifhecameanyminute



later,we'dbetalkingadifferentstory"

.

.

.

*****

"Ihaveheardyourprayerandseenyourtears,Iwill

healyou"(2kings20:5bible)

*****

Tobecontinued

[12/17,15:17] :Insert72

Thecalling

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle



•

•

•

•

•

Me:"turnhere"

Heturns

Me:"thereitis,ththat'sthehouse"

Noah:"yousure?"

Me:"I'mpppositive,that'sththeyellowhouseIsaw"

Noah:"okay"

Hedrivesandpullsupinfrontofthegate

Noah(sighs):"sowhatnow?DoIcomeinwithyou?"

Me:"yyyoudon'texpectmetogoinmyown?

Please"

Noah:"okay,let'sgetinthen"

Itakeadeepbreath,thisisit.



Ifeelhishandonmineashelocksit

withhis

Noah:"weherenow,there'snoturningback,thisis

whereyourgreatgrandmahasledyouto,thisisthe

beginningofyournewlife,hopefullybythetimeyou

leavethisplace,you'llleavewithmanyblessings

andmuchmorelightinyourlife"

Heplaceshisotherhandonthesideofmyneck

andpullsmecloserasheleanshisforeheadon

mine

Noah:"you'restrongerthanyouthink,andyouwere

chosenforareason,itstimetomakeyourselfand

yourancestorsproud"

Inodlookingintohiseyes

Noah:"let'sgo"

Weopenthedoorsandheadtothegate

Heholdsmyhandasheknocksthelock

againstthegatemakingaloudsound

Ayoungboycomesrunningtowardsthegateand



greetsusasheopensthegate

Me:"bbakhonaabantuabadala?"

(Arethereanyadults?)

Boy:"yeboukhonauMama"

(Yesmomishere)

Weseeawomanmakingherwayoutofthehouse

topeekwho'sbythegate

Shesmilesassoonashereyeslandonme

Her(clanpraises):"Mbokazi,Donda,

Sontuli,Magembe,Hlumakazi,ulwandlealuwelwa

luwelwazinkonjanezonaziphaphaphezulu

emafini,uphangelakobhongokoqhoqhoqho

,umlamlankunzingabeuziyekile

zabulalana,HlumakazikaMdaka,Umdaka

usezintangeni,wenaowasephulamuthiuphekiwe

endlinikamantombase,abakaphangela

abaphangelaizinkomozamadodalathiilanga

liphumalabeliphumanezinkanzizamadoda.......

Shedoesahappydancekickingherlegsupabit,I

can'tseemtowipethesmileoffmyfaceasshe



callsmyclans

Me:"WenakaPhangel’owaphangel’izinkomo

zamadoda!”

Her:"ngenaningaphabo!"

(Comeonin,thisway)

Wefollowherinsidethehouseaswesitbythe

sofas

Her:"Avela!"

Theyoungboywalksin

Her:"hambotshelauSneenzelenaziizivakashi

amakhekhenejuice"

(GotellSnetopreparebiscuitsandjuice)

Iremainquiettooshytorefuseaswearefullsince

weateontheway

Her:"niyaphilakodwazinganezam"

(Areyouokaymychildren?)

Me:"sssiyaphilamama,wenaunjani"

(Wegoodthanksandyourself?)



Her:"aisikhonanathi"

(Wegoodtoo)

Me:"igamalaminguAmahle,loumnganiwam

ongikhaphileuLwandle"

(MynameisAmahle,andthisismyfriendwho

accompaniedmeLwandle)

Her:"ngiyajabulaukuwazibhuti,minanginguSonto

igama"

(It'snicemeetingyougentleman,mynameisSonto)

Noah:"kujabulaminamamSonto"

(It'snicemeetingyoutoomamSonto)

Shenodsandlooksatme

Sonto:"IalreadyknowwhoyouareAmahle,Isaw

youthroughavision"

Me:"ohhokay,soyouknowwhyI'mhere"

Sonto:"verywell,youarehereformyguidancein

elevatingthegiftinyou

toteachandguideyouonhowitworks,



Iknowthatyoualsohaveidlozibutitisnot

dominant,yourgiftisprophecythroughpowersof

waterandprayerbutyouwillalsobeabletoheal

throughimithi(traditionalmedicine)asyouwillalso

beworkingforyourancestors"

Inodastheyoungladywalksinwith

atraywithcookiesandjuice,shebends

overrespectfullygivingNoahhisjuice

andcookies

Noah:"ngyabongankosazane"

(Thankyouprincess)

Shesmilesbeforehandingmemine

Me:"nnngyabonga"

(Thankyou)

Shesmilesnoddingthenwalksaway

Sonto:"there'salotwehavetodoandwewillget

youstartedrightawaybecauseyouhavealready

delayedyourinitiationsomuch,Iwasworriedabout

you,butI'mgladyoufinallycametoyoursenses"



Me(smiles):"I'malsoglad,kuzothathaisikhathi

eside?"

(Willittakeaverylongtime?)

Sonto:"no,isithunywa(messenger)doesn'ttake

longasit'snotlikeukutwasakwesangoma"

(sangomainitiation)

Me:"ohhokay"

Sonto:"kungathathanjeinyangaeyodwanoma

ezimbini,kodwauzophindaesikolweni

kungakovulwanomasekudluleizinsukwana

kuvuliwekhululeka"

(Itcantakeuptooneortwomonths,butyouwillgo

backtoschoolbeforeitopensorafterafewdaysit

hasopened)

Isighinrelief

Sonto:"ubuthiLwandleyenangebhadi

akavumelekileukuthiabekhona"

(UnfortunatelyLwandleisnotallowedtobehere

throughoutthisprocess)

Noah:"ohno,minabengikhaphilenjekuphela,



ngizohambangiphindengimbuyelemaseeqedile,

bekukuzombekanjekuphela"

(OhnoIwasjustaccompanyingheronly,I'llleave

andcomebackwhenshe'sdone,itwasjustadrop

offonly)

Sonto(smiles):"uyindodaeqotho,uthandolwenu

ngiyalibonalujulile,kodwakuningienikugcinile

ezinhliziwenizenu,kusazobanzimangiyathemba

ukuthinozokwaziukuvulelanaizinhliziyo,

nithandanengobahhayikunzimaakukuhleneze"

(Youareagoodman,Iseeyourloveisgenuineand

deep,butthere'salotyoutwoareburyingdeep

insideyourhearts,it'sstillgoingtobehard,Ihope

somedayy'allbeabletoopenyourheartstoeach

otherandbeinlovebecausedamnitdoesn'tlook

good)

Welookateachotherconfused

Me:"noMah,yyyougotitallwrong,LwandleandI

arenottogether"

Sonto:"Iknow,becauseyouarescaredofthe

unknown,that'swhyyouevendelayedaccepting



yourgift,youhavealotoffearfortheunknown,your

lovelifethough,I'mscaredforyou,butworrynot,

yourlifeisabouttochangeforthebetter,butbe

patientwithitbecausebeforeitgetsbetter,it

usuallygetsworse"

.

.

.

Aweeklater

Lulama

.

.

.

Psychiatrist:"howareyoufeelingtoday?"

Me:"fine"

Psychiatrist:"fine?"

Me:"yesI'mfine"

Psychiatrist:"isfineafeeling?"



Me:"yeah"

Psychiatrist:"really?Definefine,whatemotionisit?"

Me(sighs):"Idon'tknow"

Psychiatrist:"doesyourheartfeelfinerightnow?"

Me:"IsayI'mfineallthetime,andeveryoneaccepts

it,everytimesomeoneasksmehowIamIsayI'm

fine,aslongasImakeitthroughtheday,I'mfine,

I'mokay,Ipromise,I'mfine,IsayI'mfineatleast

thirtyfivetimesaday,it'sacceptable,butnoteven

oncehaveIevermeantit"

Psychiatrist:"andit'snoteasytellingpeopleyour

truefeelingscauseyoufeellikenoonewill

understandyousoaI'mfinemakesiteasycause

it'saccepted,butthefirststeptohealingisstepping

outofyourcomfortzoneandexplainingyourtrue

feelingsnomatterhowbadlyithurts...tellme,how

areyoufeeling?"

Me:"I'mhurt,I'mfeelingpain,somuchpainthatit's

hardformetobreath,I'msad,I'mfeelingdown,I

lostmybaby,therearenowordsperfectenoughto

describehowI'mfeeling,youcanonlyunderstand



howI'mfeelingifyouhavealsoexperiencedwhat

I'mgoingthrough"

Psychiatrist:"andI'msureyoufeltyourheart

bleedingwitheverywordyoujustsaid"

Inod

Psychiatrist:"tellme,aboutthegirlswhohaveyour

baby,whendoyouusuallyseethem?Aretheyin

yourdreamsoryouseethemwhilewideawake?"

Me:"Iseethemwhilewideawake,theycometomy

bedroom,anywhereI'mattheyalsothere,theytook

mybabyfromthehospitalandtheydon'twantto

giveherbackbecauseI'vewrongedthem"

Psychiatrist:"whatdidyoudotothem?"

Me:"I..I...

Ilookupather

Psychiatrist:"don'tworry,everythingyousayhereis

strictlyconfidential,evenifyoutellmeyouarea

murderer,Iwouldn'treportyoucausemyjobisto

findapsychologicalproblemandsolution,nothing

else"



Me:"Isoldthem,Isoldthemtohumantraffickers,

nowtheytookmybabytopunishmesothatIbring

thembacktotheirhomes"

Psychiatrist:"soyoudonotbelievethatyourbaby

haspassedon?"

Me:"Idon'twanttobelieveit,butIknowshe'sgone,

Isawher"

Psychiatrist:"sothesegirlsmustbejustinyour

head,theycan'thaveyouralivebabyifthebabyis

dead"

Me:"Iknow,butwhenIseethem,itseemssoreal"

Shewritesonhernotepad

Psychiatrist:"doyoutakeanydrugsoralcohol?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"no,butthedoctorssaidtheyfounddrugson

mebutIswear,Ihaven'tbeentakingany"

Psychiatrist:"maybesomeonespikedyourfoodor

drink,haveyouthoughtaboutthat"

Ishakemyhead



Psychiatrist:"we'lldoaElectroconvulsivetherapy,to

examineyourbrain,asIstronglyfeelthatthisisnot

onlyemotionalbutpsychologicalaswellit's

plantedinyou,thehallucinations"

Me:"youthinkso?"

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Vanessa:"whyareyoustillwithher?"

Me:"Ican'tjustleaveherhere,IpromiseI'llstay

awayfromheronceshe'sdonewiththeinitiation"

Vanessa:"youevenabortedourplansofmakingher

suffer"

Me:"I'movertherevengeit'sjustnotworthitwith



family"

Vanessa:"thesamefamilythatwasagainstour

relationshipandneveracceptedme?"

Me:"maybetheywererighttonotacceptyou,we

weretoxicforeachother,Ithinkweshouldbreak

up"

Vanessa:"breakup?(Burstsintolaughter)yeah

right!"

Me:"I'mseriousNessa,mybrotherisinacoma,

probablynotgoingtomakeit,Idon'twantpartof

anyrevengenow,Ijustwannagobackhomeand

livehappilyawithmyfamily,Iwanttomake

Amahlemine,marryherandhaveafamilywithher,

I'vefallenmadlyforherandIneedtoactrightby

her"

Sheburstsintoanotherhystericallaugh

Vanessa:"you!?Love!?(Laughing)please,stopwith

yoursillyjokesalready,webothknowyounot

capableofthat"

Me:"Iam,whenI'mwithAmahleI'mcapableof



anything,ItriedtonotloveherbutIfailed,Ineed

youtostayawayfrommeacceptthisbreakup,

moveonwithyourlifeandletmemoveonwith

mine"

Vanessa:"mylife!?Whatlife?DoIlooklikeIhavea

life?Youtookitawayfromme"

Me:"whatdoyoumeanItookitaway?I'vedone

nothingbutpleaseyoubutyoualwayswantedmore

thanIcouldgive,youtookawaymyprideofbeinga

man,mademeasissywhobowsdownto

everythingyousay,violatedme,emotionallyand

physicallyabusedme,whatdoyoumeanItook

yourlife,youtookmysoul"

Vanessa:"I'mnotlettingyougo,youaremine,ifyou

donotendthingswiththatgirl,I'lldoitforyouand

whenIdoit,youwillneverseeheragain"

Ishakemyheadholdingit

Me:"yousoevil,youarenotmyNessa,maybemy

familyisright,maybeyouallinmyhead,youcan't

bereal,howdidIeverfallinlovewithsuchavile

human,whatattachedmetoyou"



Shesitsnexttomeandbrushesmyback

Vanessa(singing):"don'tworry,aboutathing,cause

everylittlething,isgonnabealright....

Me(whispering):"younotreal,youjustinmyhead,

younotreal,youjustinmyhead,younotreal....

Ilookupandshe'sgone,Ilookaroundandtheroom

ismesslikenoonehasbeenlivinghereforyears

Igetupandlookatthebed,itdoesn'thaveany

covers

Me:"Nessa!?"

Ilookalloverthehouse,there'snofurnitureit

emptyandabandoned

Ifeelasharppaininmyheadforcing

medownonmyknees,Iholdmyheadasitfeels

likeit'sabouttobust

******

"Iwarnedyoutostayawayfromme"

Iwalkfurtherintothedarkwoods



"Nowlookwhatyoumademedo"

IdragtheheavyplasticbagasIheaddeeperinthe

woods

"Yousoheavy!"

Ifinallyfindagoodspot,Itaketheshovelandstart

digging

"Ididn'tmeanforittocometothis"

Ikeepdiggingwithtearsstreamingdownmyface

"Ifyouhadjuststayedinyourlane,nonofthis

wouldbehappening"

Theholeisgettingdeeper

"Youpushedme,ItoldyouIwasnotgoodforyou,

butyoukeptcomingback,whycouldn'tyoujust

stayawayme,"

"IfyouhadjustranawaywhenIbeggedyouto,I

warnedyouaboutmyself!Somanytimes!Yousaw

thesigns,yousawthem!"

******

IopenmyeyesIgroanoutloudasthepaingets



worse,Iranoutofthehouse

anddrivebacktothehotelconfusedastowhymy

dreamisnowturningintoaflashback,Idonot

understandit,whydoesmymindkeepplayingthis

samescene.

ItakemyphoneandcallDerek

"Bozza?"

Me:"how'sLowell?"

"He'sbodyisslowlyrecoveringandhemovedhis

handstoday,hopefullyhe'llwakeupsoon"

Me(sighs):"that'sgood,that'sverygood,havethey

injectedtheantidoteonhim?"

"Yesit'salldone"

Me:"goodjob"

"It'sjustLulama,it'sbeenhardgettingtoheras

she'sbeenisolatedforquitesometimenow,I

haven'tfoundawaytogettoher"

Me:"findawayDerek!!Shecan'tgoonfortoolong,

shemightgocrazyforreal,



thentheantidotewon'tbeeffective,findawayfast!"

"Yesboss,we'llfindaway"

Me:"yeahdothat!"

Ihangupandfocusbackontheroad

IquicklyturnthewheelasIdodgeatruckthatwas

comingatme

.

.

.

.

*******

Lifeisaboutchoices,someweregret,somewe're

proudof,andsomewillhauntusforever,butthe

messageis,wearewhowechosetobe"(Unknown)

******

Tobecontinued

.

.



I'msorryIwilltakelongerthanusualtopostthis

month

[12/17,15:18] :Insert73

Thecalling

•

•

•

•

•

Fewweekslater

Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

"Amahle,vukasisi"(wakeup)



Iopenmyeyesandsitonmybuttstretching

Me:"GoodmorningmamSonto"

Sonto:"Goodmorning,vukasihambe,sekuyisikhathi

sokuthandaza"

(Wakeup,it'stimeforprayer)

Istandonmyfeetandgetmyselfready

It'sstillintheveryearlyhoursofthe

morning,it'scoldanddark,andhere

Iamwakinguptogobathbytheriver

andpray.It'snoteasydoingthiseverydaybutafter

I'mdoneit'salwaysworthit,everydayitfeelslikea

burdenhasbeenliftedoffmyshoulders.

I'vebeenfastingforalmostthreeweeksnow,Ican't

believeit'sChristmastomorrowandI'llbespending

ithere,Ihaven'tcontactedNoahsinceIarrivedhere

eventhoughheboughtmeaphonesowecancall

eachotherbutI'msupposedtobeisolatedandnot

contactwithanyonefromoutsideuntilI'mdone.I

reallywishIcouldtalktohim,Ikeepstealingmy

phonefrommamSonto'sroomjusttoreadhis



WhatsAppmessagesbutIdon'treply,Ialsohavea

bunchofmissedcallsfromhim.

Ifeelbadthathe'llbespendingChristmasalone,I

hopehegoesbacktoJoburgandrevealhimselfto

hisfamily,itwouldbethebestChristmasgiftfor

themever.

ItakeallthenecessarythingsIneed

andmamSontoandIheadout

It'squiteadistancetotheriver

Wefinallygetthere

Sonto:"khumulake"

(Takeoffyourclothes)

Itakethemoffandremainbuttnaked

Icovermyselfwithleopardskinaroundmywaist

Iambeinginitiatedforbothidlozinesithunywa,my

ancestorsdon'tmindworkingtogethertoinitiate

bothatthesametime

It'susuallydifferentforsomepeopletheyhaveto

doitseparatelybuteverythingininitiationisupto



yourancestors.

Ilightawhitecandleandgoinsidethewater,I

shiveratthecoldnessbutafterawhilemybody

resiststhecoldandIstartpraying....

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Me:"IknowIhavebeenselfishwheniscomesto

you,eventhoughIknewwecannolongerbe

togetherIstillneverwantedtoletyougo,andI'm

thereasonyouendedupfightingwithyourbrother,

IgotbetweenthetwoofyouallbecauseIwas

selfishandwantedbothofyoutomyself,Ibehaved

likeawhore,butthetruthis,Iloveyou,Iloveyouso

somuchandI'msosorryformiscarryingourbaby,I

knowthatyouweregoingtobeagreatfathertoher,



ifthingswerenotsocomplicatedbetweenuswe

weregoingtohavetheperfectfamily...(sighs)...

please,wakeup,Ican'tloseyoutoo,youtheonly

personwho'severshowedmereallovemaybe

that'sthereasonIcouldn'tletyougosoeasily,if

youwakeup,Ipromise,Iwillstayawayfromyou,I'll

giveyouyourpeacetobehappywithoutme...

pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme"

IpresshishandagainstmyforeheadasIburstinto

tears

It'sbeensomanyweeksnowandhe'sstillnot

awake,heonlymovedhishandonceandthe

doctorssaiditwasjustamusclereaction.

IhavebeencomingtoseehimeverydayIfeelso

guiltyforkillinghisbaby.

Everythingisnotgoingwell,mymotherisonce

againverysick,everytimeshegetssickitgets

worse,thistimeIdon'tknowifshe'llrecover,she

alreadyhatesmefortakingdrugsandcostingmy

baby'slifeandnotwantinganythingtodowithmy

socalledsister.I'vedonenothingbutdisappointher,



Istoppedattendingtherapy,onceIstoppedhaving

hallucinationsIdidn'tseeaneedfortherapy,yes

I'mhurtingbutIdon'tneedastrangertohelpme

heal,I'llhealonmyown.WithtimeI'llheal,I'vedone

horriblethingstoinnocentpeople,ifIcouldfixitI

wouldbutthere'snothingIcandonow,myfather

hasalsobecomedistantfromme,thefactthatI'm

nothisbiologicaldaughterissinkingonhimandhe

can'tactthesamearoundmeanymore,itbreaks

myheartwatchinghimbondwithmybrothermore

thanme,I'veevenstoppedbeinghisprincessI'm

nowLulama,everyoneIloveisslowlydriftingaway

frommeandithurtssobad

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.



I'mchillingbythegolfingareadressedinmyjeans

andgolfshirtwithsunglasses,it'sanicesunnyday

andthisplaceisjustsopeaceful.

I'vebeenstayingatthishotelwhileIwaiton

Amahle,it'sbeenaverystressfulfewweekswithout

communicatingwithher,sometimesIfeellike

drivingdownthere,forhertodropeverythingand

runawaywithher,butthat'sjustmyfantasyiguess.

Sinceit'sChristmastomorrowIwishIcouldseeher

andspendtimewithher,Ican'tbelieveshe'llbe

spendingChristmas,thanksgivingandnewyear

therewithpeopleshebarelyknows.

"HeyDoctorNhlabathi"

Ilookupather

Me:"Eve,hey"

Eve:"areyoureadytogetyourasswhipped?"

Me:"youkeepsayingthatbutIkeepwhippingyour

ass"

Shegiggles,EveisawomanImetduringmystay

here,Imetherinthehallway,shestaysacrossmy



room,thefirstdayIcamedownheretoplaygolf

andshechallengedme,we'vebeenplayingtogether

since.

Eve:"hopon!"

Igetupfromthebenchandgetinthegolfcartas

shedrivesusdowntothe

cort

Iputthegolfballonit'slittlestand

beforepositioningmystick

IfixmyhattoblockthesunasIhittheballhard

anditfliesfaracrossthefield

Eve:"whooaaa!!OkayIseesomeonehasbeen

practicing"

Me:"Notatall,I'mjustdonelettingyouwinthat

easily"

Eve:"ha!We'llseeaboutthat"

Sheturnsherbackonmethenbendsoverfixingthe

ball,she'swearingaminiskirtsoIlookawayfrom

herexposedbuttcheeks



Shelooksbackatmethenwinksbeforehittingthe

ball

Myphoneringsdisturbingmefromfollowingthe

directionoftheball

Ipickitup

"(Whispering)heyLwandle"

IlookattheIDasmyjawdropsbeforeputtingit

backonmyear

Me(excitedly):"Amahle!"

"(Giggles)yeahitsme"

Iwalkawayplayingwiththegolfstick

Me(smiling):"howdidyoumanagetocall?Ithought

youwerenotallowedtouseyourphone?,damnI

missyousomuch,whenareyoufinishingthere

again?"

Shelaughs

"Onequestionatatime"

Me(chuckles):"okayhowwereyouabletocontact

me?"



"IhhhadtostealmyphonewhilemamSontoisout,

aaanndIbribedAvelatogobuymeairtime"

Me(laughs):"younaughtychildofGod"

Shelaughs

Me:"doyouknowwhenyou'llbeback?"

"I'vemmmadealotofppprogressinashortperiod

oftime,mamSontosaysI'llbedonebynextmonth,

we'vealreadyintroducedamadlozi(ancestors)to

isthunywasothatthere'snomisunderstanding,I

justhavetolearnafewmorethings"

Me:"Isee,Imissyousomuch,ithurts"

Shelaughssilently

"Samehere"

Icanliterallyhearherblushing

Me:"sameherewhat?"

"(Giggles)youarealsomissed"

Me:"can'tyoutakeadayoff?ForChristmas?

There'ssomuchwecoulddo,I'llbringyoubackon

thesameday,pleaseaskmamSontoplease?"



"(Sighs)IIIdddon'tthinkthat'spossible,I'mfasting

andIneedtobeisolatedfromotherpeople,I'm

eeeevenbreakingtherulesbytalkingtoyouright

now"

Me(sighs):"that'sabummer"

"HeyNoah!?Youcoming?"

Ilookatherasshewavesatme

Me(coveringthephone):"Goahead,I'llcatchupby

feet"

Eve:"okay!Hurry!"

ShedrivesoffasIputthephonebackinmyear

"Whoyouwith?"

Me:"justsomeoneImethereatthehotel,weplaying

golf"

"Ohisitjustthetwoofyou?"

Me:"yeahit'sjustus"

"Okay,letmenotkeepyouthen"

Me:"noway,Istillwannatalktoyou,sowhatwill



youbedoingtomorrow?"

"Theusual,justprayingandcommunicatingwith

ancestors,willprobablyprepareanicedinnerfor

everyonewhenIbreakthefast,canyoubelieveI'm

notallowedtoeatporkanymore?I'msooo

devastated"

Ilaugh

Me:"whaaatPork?Outofallmeat,couldn'titbebeef

instead"

"Iknowright!Alsofish"

Me:"wowsomeoneisgoingtomissout"

"It'sunfair,Ilovepork,it'llbehardgivingitup

forever"

Me:"you'llsurvivesweetheart"

"Ican'twaittocomeback"

Me:"youcan'tbeasworseasme,I'meventhinking

ifkidnappingyou"

"(Laughing)youccantdothat"

Me:"theancestorswillhavetoforgiveme,canI



hangupquickly,I'llcallyouback"

"Why?...

Ihangup

Eve:"Noah!?"

Ilookupather

Me:"sorryEve,butI'mdonefortheday,I'llseeyou

maybenexttime,bye!"

Eve:"but!?Wewerestillplaying?"

Iwalkawaywavingather

Me:"bye!"

IvideocallherasIwalkupthefield

tomyhotelroom

Shepopsuponmyscreenlookingbeautifulasever

withadoekandaclothoverhershoulders

Me:"wellwellifitisn'twifematerialherself"

Sheburstsintogiggles,myheartmeltsinwarmth

allthewaydowntomytummycausingittocrunch

tothe



soundofhergiggles

Amahle:"Lwandle!Younotallowedtoseeme!You

willgetmeintobigbigtrouble,mmmystaymight

evenbelonger"

Me:"Icouldn'thelpit,lookatyou!Whathaveyou

beenbathingwith?Yourskinispopping,youlook

soradiant"

Amahle(Blushes):"stop,yyoulying"

Me:"I'mserious,Iswearyouthemostbeautifulgirl

I'veeverseen,Iknowitsoundsclichêbutit'strue"

Amahle:"mxmyoujustsayingthat"

Me(seriousface):"I'mbeinghonest"

Amahle(smiles):"thankyou,yyoulookhandsome

yourself"

Me:"ohplease,don'tdothat,pleasejusttakemy

complimentwithoutreturningit"

Amahle:"okay!ButI'mbeinghonest"

Irollmyeyesathertryingnotto

blush



Amahle(laughing):"Iseeyouwannasmilesobad"

IlaughasIclosethedoorofmyroomandthrow

myselfonthebed

Amahle:"Ihhavetogonow"

Me:"wait,firsttellmeonebeforeyougo"

Amahle(laughing):"okay!Whatdoesagynecologist

andadeafpersonhaveincommon?"

Ithinkforawhile

Me(shrugsshoulders):"Idon'tknow,theycan'thear

babiescry?waitgynecologistcanhear"

Shelaughsatmyguess

Amahle:"theyreadlips!"

IimmediatelyburstsintolaughterasIthinkabout

thelipsshe'stalkingabout

Me(laughing):"wooowwwwAmahleyouareso

naughty,youneedtimeout!"

Amahle(laughing):"I'mnotnaughty!"

Me:"yesyouare,youneedaspanking"



Amahle:"anndwho'sgoingtospankme?"

Ismileandlickmysuddenlydrylips

Me:"Idon'tminddoingit,I'llgiveyouthebest

spankingofyourlife...Imeantheworstthatyouwill

neverthinkofbeingnaughtyagain"

Amahle:"lllasttimeIcheckedyouwerenotmy

daddy?"

Me(laughs):"ohyou'llbecallingmedaddybythe

timeI'mdonewithyou"

Shesmilesashereyesshyawayfrommine

"Khanya!!Khnyisile!!?"

Amahle:"ohshoot!Ihavetogo"

Me:"who'skhanyisile?"

Amahle:"it'sanameIwasgiven,bye!"

Me:"okaypleasetrycallingagainlater...

ShehangsupbeforeIcouldfinish

Isendheratext

"Pleaserebelagainlaterandcallme



Goodluckwitheverything,khanyisile "

Iputmyphonedownandbrushmyface

ThewayI'mhavingmixedemotionsrightnow,Ifeel

likeIhavejustwonabilliondollarsbutIhaveto

giveitallawaytocharity...youcanimaginehow

thatmustfeel,that'showI'mfeeling,

Igetupandheadtothebathroomtowashmyface,

Iholdmycrotch,I'mhardandhornyashell,Iget

arousedsoeasilycauseIhaven'thadsexinages

it'sbeenoversevenmonthsnowifnotmore

withAmahlealwaysonmymindand

Mypillsarenotmakingmysituationanybetterthey

increasemysexdrivealot,that'soneofthereasons

Ihatethem.

.

.

.

Amahle

.



.

.

Iquicklyswitchedoffmyphoneandputitback

whereItookitthenranacrosstheroomtothe

bathroom.

"Khanyi?"

IflushthetoiletandgetoutasifIjustfinished

takingadump

Me:"heymah?"

Sonto:"ngisayaedrobeningiyothengaizinto

zakhisimusi,ngyafisaukuhambanawekodwake

imithethoayivumi"

(I'mgoingtotowntobuythingsforChristmas,I

wishIcouldtakeyouwithbutthentherearerules)

Me:"kkkuzokwenzekaniumangingahamba?"

(WhatwillhappenifIgo?)

Sonto:"kuningiokungenzekaumasingahloniphi

imithethoyabaphansi,sigangenanakwingozi

endleleni"



(Alotcanhappenifyoudisobeytheancestors,we

canevengetinvolvedinanaccidentontheway)

Me:"ssoifyoudisobeythem,hhowdoyouaskfor

forgiveness?"

Sonto:"itdependsonwhatyoudid,ifyouhavesex,

nowwhiletheystillbusywithyou,you'llhavetobe

cleansedandprobablymakeasacrificewithacow

orwhateveranimaltheywant,it'llcostyoualot"

Me:"whycan'tImakephonecalls?"

Sonto:"withphonecallsit'snotstrictly,butit'sbest

wekeepthemoff"

Me:"wouldIgetpunishedifIusedit"

Shelaughsabit

Sonto:"youwillgettotalktoyourboyfriendwhen

it'stime,justusethisopportunitytolethimgocrazy

thinkingaboutyouandmissingyou,Ipromisewhen

yougetback,he'llbealloveryoushoweringyou

withalltheattentionyouneed,you'llsayjumphe'll

askhowhigh"

Ilaugh



Me:"MamSonto,he'snotmyboyfriend!"

Shelaughs

Sonto:"nobayinikeeniyibizangayolentoyenu"

(Orwhateveryoucallthisthingofyours)

Me:"friendsmahjustfriends"

Sonto:"kodwaungamulindisiisikhathieside,

uyindodafuthiunezidingo,I'msurenamanjehehas

eyesonsomeonehe'dlikeforhertosatisfythose

needs,youcan'thideyourfeelingsforever,you'llget

yourheartbrokenandhewon'tevenknowhe's

breakingitcausewenayouplayinghideandseek

withyourfeelings,don'tdothat"

(Don'tmakehimwaitfortoolong,he'samanand

hehasneeds)

Inodshyly

Me:"ngyezwa"

(Ihearyou)

Sonto:"othingihambekemina,ngizonibona

ntambama"



(Letmeleave,I'llseeyoulaterintheevening)

Me:"okaymah,bye"

ShewalksoutIfollowtothedoorandwatchher

walkingfurtherandfurtherawayfromthegatetill

shedisappeared

I'mnotevenallowedtowatchTV

Icannotwaituntilthisisalldone

Ilooktowardstheroom,I'mtempted

togotakethephoneagainbutIdecideagainstit,I

needtofocus,Ineedtogetoutofherestrongerand

contactingpeoplefromoutsidemakesmypraying

spiritweakbecauseofthenegativeenergiesthey

bring,andwithNoahandthespiritofVanessawith

himwillweighmedown

.

.

.

(Laterthatday)

Noah



.

.

.

I'mchillingonthebedwithonlymybriefson

watchingtheTV,wellit's

moreliketheTViswatchingmeasIkeepchecking

myphonehopingfor

aphonecallorevenatextfrom

Amahle,isithealthytothinkabout

someonesomuch?

ItakemyphoneandcallDerek

"Boss"

Me:"heyhow'sLowelltoday?"

"Ailuthoboss,theysayhisbrainisfrozen,the

antifreezedidanumberonhisbrain,plusthe

mixturewithalcohol

itwasverydangerous,it'lltakealongtimeforhis

braintounfreeze"



Myheartsinksinpain

Me:"whydidn'tyousendmehispicturestoday?"

"Butboss,it'sthesameimageeveryday,he'sstillin

thesameposition...

Me:"didIaskyouwhatyoutellingme?"

"No"

Me:"sendmethepictures,Iwannaseehowhe

lookstoday"

"Yesboss"

IhangupasIplacemyhandovermychestfeeling

asharppainpokingme

Idrinkthebottleofwaterbesideme

Aknockcomesthroughthedoor

Igetuptoopenoureyeslockas

Iscanherupanddown,she'sonly

wearingathongwithhergownopen

formetoseeeverythingevenher

perkyboobs



Me:"Eve?"

Ilookbackupather

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Eve:"IwasboredthoughtI'dbringwineoverandwe

couldwatchamovieandchill?"

Sheshowsmethebottleofwine

Me:"Iwasabouttosleepactually"

Eve:"wellIguessmytimingisperfectthen,mayI

comein?"

Me:"notdressedlikethat..Imeannotundressedlike

thatyoucan't"

Shegigglescoveringherselfwithhergown

Eve:"mybad,Ididn'tnoticeitwasopen"

Ilookatherforawhile

Eve:"mayI?"

Iclearmythroatandmakewayforhertocomein,I

closeandlockthedoor

asIsitbackonthebed,Itakeapillowandputit



overmylap

Shepoursuswineontwoglassesthenhandsit

overtome

Eve:"thereyougo"

Itakeitandlookatitcarefully

Eve:"don'tworryIdidn'tspikeyourdrink"

Shetakesasipofmineandhersthen

givesmeherglass

Eve:"we'vebeenfriendsforaweeksnow,stillno

trust?"

Me:"I'mnotonetotrusteasily,wecouldbefriends

foryearsI'dstillnottrustyou"

Eve:"ouch,sotellme,it'sChristmasEveandyouat

ahotelinsteadoffamily?Why?"

Me:"itdoesn'tconcernyou,butifyouhavetoknow,

it'sbecauseI'mdeadtothem"

Eve:"mmhIgetyou,myfamilyisdeadtometoo,

theyaretrash"



Ismileabitathowincorrectlysheinterpretedmy

wordsbutIletherbe

Me:"yeap"

Eve:"whataboutyourgirlfriend?"

Me:"whatabouther?"

Eve:"shouldn'tyouatleastbewithher?"

Me:"whatmakesyouthinkIhaveagirlfriend?"

Eve:"Isawthewayyouwereoverthephoneearlier,

youevenleftmehangingandbesides,youtoo

handsometobesingle"

Ichuckle

Me:"wellIdohaveagirlfriend,butshe'snotmine

yet,andIalsohaveawifebutshe'sstillawidowfor

now"

Shelooksatmeconfused

Eve:"Idon'tgetit?"

Me:"I'dadviseyoutostoptryingtogetitcauseyou

won't"



Igulpdownmydrink

Shetakesmyglassandputsitonthetablenextto

hersthencrawlsupbetweenmylegs

Eve:"maybeIcangetsomethingelse?"

Shebrushesmythigh

Me:"whatareyoutryingtodoMissEve"

Eve:"Idon'tknow,I'mtryingtogetitIguess"

Shetouchesmydickasitbetraysme

bygettinghard

Herfaceisnowrightonmine

Eve:"howaboutanearlyChristmaspresent?"

Shesitsinmytwitchingharddick

andkissesmylips,Ikissherback

Shegrindsherassonmebackandforth

Me(groans):"aahhfuck,no,pleaseleave"

Sheignoresmeasshecontinueskissingmeonmy

neckandnexttomyear



myeyesonhertinyroundbutt,thewayI'msohardI

mightjustcumanysecondnow,Ilethercontinue

grindingasIfeelmyselfgettingclose

Imoveherawayfrommydickabit

asIslideitoutshegaspsinsurprise

ashereyeslandonit,herjawhasdroppedwithher

eyespoppedout

Eve:"fuck,Iknewthatdickprintwasn'tdeceiving

me"

Me:"you'vebeenstarringatmydickprint?"

Eve:"it'shardnottonoticeMrNhlabathi,

I'vebeenlongingtofeelitagainstme"

Shesaysasshegoesonherkneesandstarts

suckingme

MybodybecomesweakasItiltmyheadback

sighingasAmahle'simagetakeovermymindasI

imagineherdoingallthistome,shepicksupthe

pacefuckingherfacewithmydick,gaggingand

spittingonit



Me:"fuckfuckMahleI'mcumming!"

WithoutwastinganymoretimeIshoot

Sheholdsittoherfacefillingmyspermsallover

herfaceandboobs

ItrytocatchmybreathasIfeelasenseofrelief,I

haven'treleasedinawhile,Ineededthis

Me:"thankyouverymuch,youmayleavenow"

Eve:"butI'mnotdone"

Me:"Iam,byeEve,youcancleanyourselfupinyour

room"

IputmydickbackinmybriefsasIgetupandopen

thedoorforher

Shelooksatmeforawhileandsmiles

Asshemodelspastme

Eve:"weshoulddothisagain"

Shewalksacrosstoherroomwelookateachother

beforeIclosethedoorandsigh.Iquicklygocheck

onmyphone,nothingfromAmahle,onlypictures

fromDerek



.

.

.

******

"Ifyoulovesomeone,tellthem,becauseheartsare

oftenbrokenbywordsleftunspoken"

*******

Tobecontinued

.

.

Thankyouforbeingpatient,I'mnotfullybackyet

myassignmentduedatesare

05October,09October,15Octoberand30

October...andthesearemajorresearch

assignmentssoyoucanimaginehowbusyIamas

Ihavetousemydataforresearch.I'llkeepposting

hereandtherewhenIgetfreetime,Iwillletyou

knowwhenI'mbackfully
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Thecalling

•

•

•

•

•

Amonthlater

Noah

•

•

•

•

•

IpulloutasIreleasefillingthecondomfull,Ihead

tothebinandthrowitawaybeforecomingbackto

bed

Eve:"youreallyknowyourthing"



Ismileather

Eve:"so,haveyouthoughtaboutwhatIsaid?"

Me:"aboutwhat?"

Eve(disbelief):"really?Aboutus?Wecan'tgoonlike

thisforever,wenotgettinganyyoungerandIwant

someoneI'mgoingtohaveafuturewith"

Igetupandputonmypants

Me:"future?Youcan'tpossiblyseeafuturewithme,

doyou?"

Eve:"wellitdoesn'thavetobeanearfuture"

Ichuckleandthrowherclothestoher

Me:"Iwarnedyouthatthisisonlyforfun,Idon't

understandwhatfutureyoutalkingabout?Because

whenwecheckoutofhereweneverseeingeach

otheragain"

Shegetsupandhuffslookingatmewithherarms

folded

Eve:"aftereverythingwe'vesharedthispasttwo

months,theromanticdates,picnicsbythepool...I



thoughtmaybewehadaconnection"

Me:"whydoyouladieslikeoverthinking,Iwasjust

beingnice,orwouldyouhavepreferredweonlyget

togetherwhenwefuck?LookIreallyappreciateyou,

youhelpedmegetthroughthesefewmonths

withoutgoinginsane,butitwasn'tmyintentionsfor

youtocatchfeelings"

Eve:"soI'mjustyourfuckbuddy?"

Me:"ifthat'showyouwannaputit"

Shesighsfoldingherarmslookingatme,herfrown

turnsintoasmile

Eve:"fine,ifthat'swhatyouwant"

Me:"really?"

Eve:"yeah,Idon'tmind,ifafuckbuddyiswhatyou

wantthencool"

Me:"okaaycoolthen"

Shegetsdressedandtakesherphone

Eve:"I'llseeyoulater"

Me:"bye"



Shegrabsherphoneandbagandheadsout.

Iheadtothebathroomtofreshenup

AfterIwasdoneIheadbacktotheroom

ItakethelittlebottleofpillsandlookatthemIreally

don'tliketheeffectthey

haveonme.Theymakemesoweak.

Idon'tlikehowIgaveintoEve'sseductionbutI

eventuallydidapartofmefeelslikeIcheatedon

AmahlebuttheotherpartisconvincingmethatI'm

singleandIdon'toweanyoneloyalty

Ilotionanddressup

TodayI'mgoingtofetchAmahle,afewdayswas

hergraduationceremony,Ididn'tgocauseshe

nevertoldme,Ifoundoutyesterdaywhenshe

calledandtoldmeIcancomefetchher

I'mabitdisappointed,Ithoughtshe'dinvitemeto

hergraduationsincetherewerenorestrictionson

whocanandwhocan'tattend.

AfterpackingeverythingIheadoutandcheckout

ofthehotel



Igetinthecarandstartit

IheadaloudbangingagainstthewindowasIwas

abouttodriveoff,Ipressthebuttonandthewindow

slidesdown

Eve:"youleaving?"

Me:"yes,I'mheadingbacktoJoburg"

Eve:"youwerejustgoingtoleavewithouteven

tellingme?"

Me:"Ididn'tseeaneed,ImeanIdidn'ttellyouwhen

Icheckedin,whyshouldItellyouwhenIcheck

out?"

Eve:"ohuhmmIdon'tknow,maybebecausewe

knoweachothernow?

Gosh,whyareyousorude?"

Me:"lookI'msorryforbeingrude,ifitmakesitany

better...youthebestI'veeverhadandI'llnever

forgetthethingsyoudidtomeandhowyoumade

mefeel,Ihopesomedayaguygoesdownonhis

kneesandneverletyougo"

Shesighshakingherhead



Eve:"typical,Ican'tbelieveIthoughtyouwere

different"

Me:"Ialsocan'tbelieveit,afterImadeitclearthat

I'mnotlookingforanythingserious"

Shejustlooksatme

Me:"wereyouhopingtochangemeperhaps?"

Shefrownssadlywithherwateryeyes

Ismileather

Me:"tillwemeetagainpumpkin"

IwinkatherandblowherakissasIdriveoff

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.



It'sbeentwofullmonthsnowsinceLowellhas

beeninacomaandI'mstartingtolosehope,how

dangerousisthepoisonhetook,Iguesshereally

didn'twanttosurviveandrightnowthere'snothing

motivatinghimtofightthiscoma,ifonlyourbaby

wasalivemaybeitwould'vemotivatedhimtocome

outfromthatdarkplaceandcomeliveforhischild,

rightnow,hehasnothingtolivefor,thedoctorsare

alreadytalkingaboutswitchingoffthemachines

theysaythey'vedoneeverythingtheycanandit's

nowuptohimtowakeup.Hismomhasbeen

prayingforhimeveryday,shebelievesthathewill

wakeup,shehassomuchhope,it'sactuallysad

causeshebringshimfoodthathewon'teatand

readshimstories.

"ComeonLulu!It'syourturn!"

Ilookatherandeveryonearoundcheeringmeon

IpinchmynoseandbendovertothetableasIsuck

inthepowder

Blair(clappinghands):"yeaahh!!That'smygirl!!"

IsmileasIenjoytherushlookingateveryone



inhalinginthedrugsandtakingdownshots

Thislifehasbecomemyeveryday

Ithelpsmeforgetabouteverythingthat'sgoingon

inmylife

Momwasadmittedinhospitalafewweeksago,I

onlywenttoseeheronce,Icouldn'tstandseeing

herlikethat,IevenmovedoutfromhomeI'mnow

stayingatNoah'sapartmentsincenoonewas

stayingthereandit'salsominesincewewere

married,anotherpersonthatImiss

Iknowourrelationshipwasn'tgoalsbutIdidlove

himandwehadourowntypeofaperfect

relationship.Deathissocruelanditlookslikeit's

aftereveryonewho'sclosetomyheart,firstNoah

thenmybabygirlthenLowellnowitwantsmy

mother,Idon'tevenknowwhetherAmahleisalive

ornotoutthere,

maybeitshouldtakemetoo,Imeanwhat'sthe

pointoflifeatthispoint,myownfatherhatesme,

whendidlifegetsofuckedup?

Blair:"hey!"



Ilookather

Blair:"youokay?"

Inod

Me:"yeahI'mfine"

Blair:"okay,wellwhatdoyouthinkofhim?"

Hepointsataguyacrosstheroom

He'sdressedinallblackwithhisshirthalfbuttoned

showingoffhischestandabs,hishairdarkblack

toowithredlips

helooksitalianhisblueeyesarevisiblefromhere.

Hisholdingabottleofbeer

smilingathisfriendsastheytalk

Me:"he'sfine"

Blair:"fine?Byfineyoumeanfiiiineright?"

Me:"he'sokay"

Blair:"areyoukiddingmerightnow,he'sliterallythe

hottestguyinthishouse,he'soneofLuca'sfriends

heboughthimwith"



Me:"soyouandlukaareathingnow?"

Blair:"wegettingthere,there'sjustabitchonthe

way"

Me:"who?"

Blair:"hernameisTraceyhe'sachildhoodfriendor

somethinglikethat,Ithinkhelikesherdeeperthan

friendship"

Me:"oh,haveyoutoldhimhowyoufeelabouthim?"

Blair:"No,I'mstillfriendzoningfornowwe'llget

there"

Me:"wellhe'saveryattractiveguy,sodon'tbe

surprisedwhenyouwakeupthenextdayandhe's

inarelationship"

Blair:"enoughabouthim,howaboutyougofeature

yourselfintheirconversation?"

Me:"no,why?"

Blair:"youneedanewdickLulu,youhavetotaste

thattherearemenouttherewithbetterdicksthan

theNhlabathis"



IlookatherasIfeelmyheartclench

Blair:"okay,thatcameoutwrong,butyouhaveto

moveon"

Me:"mxm"

Ilooktowardstheyguysandtheguyisnotthere

anymore

Iwalkawayandheadtothebedroom

Ithrowmyselfonthebedandimmediatelyburst

intotears

IholdmychestasIgagfeelingtheurgetopuke,I

runupoutsidetheroomallthewaytothebathroom

Iknockbutnobodyanswers.Iopenthedooronlyto

find

thesameguyinblackmakingoutwith

somegirl

Theystopandlookatme

Me:"Ineedthebathroom"

Girl:"isthereonlyonetoiletinthishouse?"



IignoreherasaIgagagain

Me:"pleaseI.....

IletitoutasIwatchmyvomitsprayingalloverboth

ofthem,theyquicklymoveasIcontinueinsidethe

toilet

"Ohmygosh,yousodisgusting!!"

Ihearherheelsclickasshewalksout

Itrytocatchmybreathafterfinishingvomiting,it

comesagainandIvomit

asIfeelsomeonetyingmyhairback

Iwipemymouthandlookupathim

Me(breathlessly):"I'msosorry....

Him:"it'sokay,weshouldprobablycleanthismess

up"

Me:"youdon'thaveto,I'lldoit"

Him:"Iwantto"

Helooksintomyeyesforawhile

IsnapoutofitasIgetupandwecleanthefloor



andthewall.HetakesoffhisdirtyclothesasItake

hisshirtandpantsandwashthem.

Me:"IguessI'llhavetogohomenaked"

Me:"youshouldsleepover,myfriendBlair,thehost,

shehasextrabedrooms"

Him:"thatwasn'ttheplan"

Isigh

Me:"I'msorry,shecanlendyousomethingfromher

father'sclosetmaybe?"

Henods

Him:"I'llbringitback"

WewalkoutashehasatowelaroundhimIlead

himtotheguestroom

Me:"waitformehere"

Him:"okay"

IheadoutlookingforBlairtillIfindher

Me:"canyouborrowmeyourfather'sclothes?I

messedupsomeguysclothesnowhe'snaked"



Blair:"whydoesheneedclotheswhenthereareso

manythingsy'allcandowithoutthem?"

Shesayssmirking,Irollmyeyes

Me:"comeon"

Shelaughsandagrees,Iheadtoherfather'sroom

andchooseanoutfitforhim,Itakeoutsomething

similartowhathewaswearingbeforeheadingback

tothebedroom

Me:"thereyougo"

Him:"thanks,wow,Iseeyoupickedmyfavorite

colour"

Me:"blackisyourfavoritecolour?"

Hechuckles

Him:"isthatsowrong?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"no"

Hesmileslookingatme

Him:"what'syourname?"



Me:"Lulama"

Him:"ohhyeah,that'showIknowyou"

Me:"how?"

Heshakeshishead

Him:"itdoesn'tmatter"

Me:"what'syourname?"

Him:"Chase"

Me:"Chase...nicetomeetyou"

Him(chuckles):"Idon'tknowifIshouldsaythe

samewithyou...

Ilaughabitlookingawayfromhiseyes

Chase:"butIguessit'llbeagoodstorytotell..."

Ilookupathim

Me:"totellwho?"

Chase:"Idon'tknow,people,ourkidsmaybe,you

neverknowwiththisconfusedthingcalledlife"

Ismileasmyeyesdropdown



.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

I'vealreadypackedmybagsandI'mreadytogo,I

didn'texpecttograduatesosoon,butI'mdone.

Wejustfinishedprayingformyjourneybackto

Joburg

Sonto:"avesizokukhumbula"

(Wewillmissyousomuch)

Me:"namngizonikhumbula"

(Iwillmissyoutoo)

Sonto:"kumeleuphindeusivakashelefuthi,

ungasikhohlwa"

(Youhavetocomevisitusagain,don'tforgetabout



us)

Me:"velekumelekubenjalo,nginganikhohlwa

kanjani,senifananomndenilakimi"

(Itshouldbelikethat,howcanIforgetyouguys,

youlikefamilytomenow)

Sonto:"siwumndenivele"

(Weareindeedafamily)

Avela:"seyiphelilenamalimiakho"

(Yourstutteringhasstoppedaswell)

Helaugh

Me:"ayiunomphelakodwa"

(Notforeverthough)

Sonto:"lokhobekwenziwaukuhlukumezeka

usemncane,kwaphazamisaumphefumulowakho

nolimilwakhoukuthiungakwaxiukuzikhulumela"

(Yourstutteringwascausedbytheabuseyou've

enduredwhileyouwerestillyoung,itdisturbedyour

spiritandyourspeechsothatyouwillneverbeable

tospeakupforyourself)



Sonto:"kodwasesikuthandazelekonkelokhu,uthixo

uyalalelafuthiuyaphendula,kungekudala

kuzophelakonkelokungingizakwakho"

(Butweprayedaboutit,Godlistensandheanswers,

itwon'tbelonguntilallyourstutteringgoesaway)

Inodsmilingaswehearacarhootingoutside,I

standupinexcitement

Me:"seyifikile!"

(He'shere!)

Theyallstandupexcitedastheyhelpmewithmy

bags

Avelagoesandopensthegateforthecartogetin,

hedrivesinandparksinfrontofthehouseasIwait

bythedoor

Hegetsoutlookingatmesmiling

Noah:"hey"

Me:"hey"

MysmilegrowswiderasIwalkclosertohim,he

welcomesmeinahugasIholdhimbackandwe



holdontoeachothertightly

Afterawhilehelet'sgoandcupsmyfacethen

kissesmycheeksandforehead

Noah:"it'sreallyyou?"

Me(giggles):"youreallygoingtousemylineonme?"

Helaughsashepullsmeinagain

andwestaylikethatforawhile

IfeelmybodygettingweakwithexcitementasI

inhalehiscologne

hesmellssogood

Sonto:"siyaphilanathisiyabonga"

(Wealsogoodthanks)

Helet'sgoofmeandhurriedlyheadstomamSonto

givingherahugandhandshake

Noah:"ngiyaxolisa,bengaqondileukudelela"

(I'msorryIdidn'tmeantoberude)

Shelaughs

Sonto:"Iunderstandtrustme,soI'mguessingyou



notgoingtocomein?"

Noah:"ohno,it'salreadylate,it'sbestifweget

going"

Sonto:"okayke,nihambekahle"

(Drivesafely)

Me:"wewill,nisalekahlenani"

(Staywell)

Webidthemgoodbyeaswedriveaway

AfterawhileIlookathim,healsostealsaglanceat

mesmiling

Noah:"doyouhaveanyideahowmuchImissed

you?"

Me(smiling):"Imissedyoutoo,somuch"

Noah:"soyouarenowgogouKhanyisile?"

Ilaugh

Me:"Iguessso...yougoingtoenjoycallingmegogo

won'tyou?"

Helaughsoutloud



Noah:"heygogo,I'mjustrespectingyouandthe

ancestors"

Ilaughandhithiminhisshoulder

Me:"stopmessingwithme"

Helooksatme,Icanseeitinhiseyesthathewants

todosomethingbuthe'sholdingback

Me:"what?Whyyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Heparksthecaronthesideoftheroad

Noah:"Ijustwannadosomethingsobad,promise

meyouwon'tgetmad?"

Me:"whatisit?"

Hegetsoutthecarandgoesaroundtoopenthe

doorforme

HetakesmyhandasIgetoutofthecar,hepinsme

againstthecarandkissesme,Igaspinshockashe

continues

IeventuallyclosemyeyesandgowiththeflowasI

feelmybloodrushandmykneesweak

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckashepinsme



harder

Afterawhilehefinallybreaksthekiss

andlooksintomyeyes

Noah:"I'vebeenlongingtodothatforalongtime"

Me:"metoo"

Hesidesmilesabit

Noah:"let'sgohome,there'salotwaitingforusin

Joburg,Ijustprayyoudon'tgiveuponus"

Me:"Noah..

Noah:"yeah?"

Noah:"there'salsosomethingIhavetotellyou"

Noah:"what?"

Ilookathimforawhile

Me(sighs):"I'lltellyouwhenwegettoJoburg"

Noah:"okay"

Wekissonceagainitwasn'tjustanykiss,thisone

wasfilledwithsomanyemotions,withlongingand

passionatebliss,itfeltlikewewerekissingforthe



firsttime

.

.

.

********

"Thereisnodifferencebetweenawisemananda

foolwhentheyfallinlove"
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Amahle

•

•



•

•

•

Ithrowmyselfonthebed,wejustarrivedatNoah's

secrethouse

Noah(sighstiredly):"sotired"

Hecomplainsthrowinghimselfnexttome

Ilookathim

Me:"I'mhungry"

Noah:"letmegogetourfood"

Hegetsupandheadoutofthebedroom

Igetupandtakeoffmyclothesthrowingthemon

thebed

Iputonmycomfortableshortpajamasandwrapa

lightheadscarfovermyhair

Hewalksinwithourfood

WepassedMcDbeforegettinghere

Ipackmyclothesinthecloset



Noah:"dinnerisserved"

Igositbackonthebed

Me:"mmhfinally,Ialmostdied"

Noah:"notonmywatch"

IsmileasItakeachickennuggetputtingitallinmy

mouth

Ilookathimstaringatme

Me(smiles):"what?"

Noah:"sowhenwereyouplanningontellingmethat

youdon'tstutteranymore?"

Ilaugh

Me:"Iwantedyoutonoticeitonyourown,I'm

actuallysurprisedyounoticedsosoon"

Noah:"comeon,that'stheuniquethingIlikedabout

you,ImeanIknowitirritatedyou,butIlovedit"

Me:"really?Mystutteringirritatedeveryone,Imean

Lowellcouldn'tstandwaitingformetofinishone

smallsentence,everyonewouldlookatmelike"spit

itoutalready!"ItdrovepeoplecrazyI'mgladI



ssstopped..(sighs)wellnotcompletelythough"

Hechuckles

Noah:"Idon'tcarewhatothersthoughtaboutit,it

waspartofyouandIlovedit"

IsmileasItakemyburgertakingabigbite

Me(mouthful):"youweird"

Helaughstakingabigbiteofhisburger

Noah(mouthful):"andyoudisgusting,howcanyou

talkwithyourmouthful?"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"siieeesNoaah!Youspitonme"

Iwipethelittlepieceoffoodthatjumpedfromhis

mouth

Helaughsoutloud

Noah:"nowyouknowwhyyoushouldn'ttalkwith

foodinyourmouth"

Me:"whateverbro"

Helaughsaswecontinueeating



Noah:"sooo....whatisitthatyouhadtotellme?"

Ilookathim

Wealreadyfinishedeating

Isighandturntolookathim

Me:"it'saboutVanessa"

Hefrownsabitthenshrugshisshoulders

Noah:"whatabouther?"

Me:"Lwandle,Idon'tknowhowtotellyouthisor

howyouwilltakeit...

Noah:"justsayit"

Me:"Vanessaisdead,shediedalongtimeago"

Helooksatmeashisbreathingincreasesabit

Me:"you'vebeenvisitingherspirit,she'snotreal,

youhaven'tacceptedherdeath,that'swhyyoustill

seeher"

Noah:"areyousure?"

Me:"yes,whenyouwenttointroducemetoher,she

wasn'tthere,therewasnothingthere,onlyyou



couldseeher"

Hebrusheshisface

Noah:"but...sheneverdied,Idon'trememberher

dying"

Me:"somedayyouwillremember,butyouhaveto

believeme"

Helooksatme

Noah:"Ibelieveyou"

Me:"youdo?"

Noah:"yeah,oneofthedays,whenyouwerestill

busywithyourinitiation,Iwenttovisither,Ikinda

hadabreakdownandshewasactingsoweird,I

toldmyselfshe'snotreal,Ikeptsayingthatuntil

shedisappearedtherewasnothingthere,itwasfull

ofdustandoldthings,Ivisitedheragainafewdays

afterthatacoupleoftimesandshewasn'tthere,it's

likenoonehaslivedthereinyears,shewasgone,I

toldmyselfmaybeshemovedout,maybeshe

relocatedtoanothercountryandchangedher

identitytorunawayfrommyfamilywhonever



acceptedorlikedher,Imeanmydadonce

threatenedtokillhercauseofthekindof"influence"

theythoughtshewastome....

Ishakemyhead

Noah:"Iguessitmakessensethatyouallthinkthat

she'sdead..

Me:"think?Noahwedon'tthinkshe'sdead...we

Heputshisfingeronmylipsshuttingmeup

Noah:"look,it'sokaythatyouthinkshe'sdead,I'm

acceptingyoursandmyfamily'sassumptions,and

I'mnolongergoingtoargueagainstit"

Me:"soyoudon'tbelieveme?"

Helooksawayfrommyeyes

Noah:"Ijusttoldyouthat...

Me:"noyousaidyouacceptwhatI'msaying,but

youdon'treallybelieveme"

Noah(sighs):"canwenottalkaboutthisrightnow,

please,let'snevertalkaboutVanessa,it'sfine,I'm

overhernow,she'sgone,I'mnowreadytomoveon



withmylife,Ipromise,I'llneverbringupVanessa

again"

Inod

Me:....

Noah:"didyouhaveavisionabouther?The

ancestorstoldyousomething?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,Ifigureditoutonmyown,andyoufamily

toldme,thatnightjustconfirmedit"

Heremainssilentinhisthoughts

Helooksatmeafterawhile

Noah:"Iknowthatmentally,I'mnotasnormalas

everyoneelse...

Me:"Noah...

Noah:"noit'strue,IknowIhaveadisorder,andyou

probablythinkI'mcrazyorlunatic..

Me:"Noah..

Itakehishand



Me:"Idon'tthinkyoucrazyorlunatic,Ithinkyou

perfect...

WelockeyesforawhileasIfeelhisfacegetting

closer,Iplacemyhandonhischestonceourfaces

wereaninchapartstoppinghim

Hesighsandmovesawayabit

HesmilesatmeIreturnhissmile

Me(whispering):"there'salsoonemorethingI

wantedtotellyou"

Noah:"whatisit?"

Iremainsilentforwhileasmyheartbeatincreases,

I'mnotsureifthisistherightorperfecttimetotell

himthisorevenifI'mreadyforit

Me:"I'vethoughtaboutit,alot,and...I'vecametoa

decision,adecisionaboutus,Ididn'tthinkit'd

happensosoon,butIguesswecan'treallycontrol

themattersoftheheart,theiruntamed....

Noah:....

Me:"Iwanttogggiveusachance,Ireallylikeyou,

alot,andIthinkit'sprettyobvioustosee...



Hesidesmilesalittle

Me:"uhmssooo?"

Helaughsandcovershisface

Ialsolaugh,notquitesurewhybutIdo

Helooksatme

Noah:"areyoutellingmethatyouwannabemy

girl?"

Ismilelookingaway

Me:"I'mjustansweringyourrequest"

Noah:"youhavenoideawhatyou'vejustdoneIndy"

Me:"what?WhatdidIjustdo?"

Heputshishandaroundmyneckandpullsmein

forakiss,Ipartmylipspullinginhisthickmoist

coldlips

Hepushesmeonthebedmakingmelayonmybed

.

.

.



Lulama

.

.

.

Chase:"youhaveabeautifulhouse"

Me:"thanks...wouldyoulikesomewine?"

Chase:"yesplease"

Iheadtothekitchen,wejustcamebackfromBlair's

house,Igavehimaliftsincehisfriendsleftwiththe

cartheyallcamewith,wedrovearounduntilwe

endedupatanartexhibition,turnsouthe'sreally

intoartthenwecamestraighthere

Iwalkbacktothelounge

Me:"thereyougo"

Chase:"thankyou"

Isitnexttohim

Chase:"I'msorryforinconvenience,it'sjustthatmy

place....



Me:"it'sokayyoudon'thavetoexplain,Idon'tmind"

Hesmiles

Chase:"youdon't?"

Me:"nope"

Chase:"youdon'tevenknowmethough,Icouldbea

serialkiller"

Me:"that'dbegreat,you'dbedoingtheworldafavor

actually"

Chase:"ifIweretokillyou?"

Me:"yeah"

Chase:"Idon'tunderstand,whywouldaprettygirl

likeyouthinklikethat,ifanything,youdoingthe

worldafavorbybeinghere"

Ismileabitbeforeshakingmyhead

Me:"it'seasyforyoutosaythatcauseyoudon't

knowme"

Chase:"Iknowthatyoudon'tdeservetodie"

Helooksintomyeyesasifhe'ssearchingfor



something,myheartskipsabeatasIlookaway

Hetakesasipofhiswineandstandsuplooking

around

Chase:"Ireallyadoreyourhouse,thisfireplaceis

beautiful"

Me(sighs):"yeahwellmyhusbandhastaste"

Helooksbackatme

Chase:"ohyoumarried?"

Me:"was,Iwasmarried"

HetakestheframewithNoah'sandIwedding

pictureonthecornerroundtable

Chase:"divorced?"

Me:"died"

Helooksbackatme

Chase:"I'msorry"

Me:"it'sfine"

Heputsthephotodownthencomestositnextto

me



Chase:"isthatthereasonyouwouldn'tmindifI

wereaserialkiller?"

Me:"partly"

Chase:"I'msorryaboutyourhusband"

Me:"it'sokay,I'mslowlylearningtomoveon"

Chase:"Ikindofunderstandyourpain"

Me:"yourwifedied?"

Chase:"notwifebutIwasplanningonwifingher

someday,wewerechildhoodfriends,starteddating

whenshewenttoVarsitywhileIwasworking,we

madeplans,thingswedreamtaboutsincewewere

kids,butshediedonthesamenightIwasgoingto

propose"

IcovermymouthasIfeelmyheartsinkpainfully

Chase:"ithurtsobad,Iwantedtotakemylifeas

well...butsomehowIdidn'tandhereIam"

Me:"I'msosorry"

Helooksintomyeyes

Chase:"IthinkI'llbeokaynow"



Hemovesclosertillourlipstouchandwekiss

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Wewerenowbothhalfnakedkissingwhileontop

ofherwithherlegswrappedaroundme,herskin

againstminefeltsodamngood

Amahle(whispers):"Idon'tthinkweshouldbedoing

this...

Me(whispering):"youdon'twantit?"

Amahle:"Ido...but...

Me:"butnothingbaby,please,I'vemissedyou"

IslidedownherpantiesasIplacekissesalongher

collarbone,Iplacemytwomiddlefingersbetween



herpussylips

andstartmassagingherincircularmotionmaking

herwetterhermoans

andthesightofherpussymakemy

harddicktwitch,Igorestonmytummybeneathher

legsasIplacethemovermyshoulders,Ilookatit

forawhile

Me(whispers):"Godblessourfoodinthenameof

Jesus..Amen"

IkissitbeforeIstartlickingandsucking,

Iusemytonguetotickleonherclitalongherbean

"Aaahhhhbabyyyy!!"

ShereleasesherjuicythickcreamasIgobackup

toherlipskissingher

Irubmydickbetweenherpussylips

forawhileasIfeelherbodyshaking

nervouslyandherbreathhitchinglettingoutsoft

moans



Ipushinthetipbutherwallstighten

makingithardformetopenetrate

Me:"loosenupsweetheart,letmein"

Ikissherlipsforhertostopbeingtense

Ipushitinanditgoesin,Ikeepputtingthetipin

andoutrubbingitoverher

Amahle:"Nooaaah!"

Hercomplainisenoughencouragement

Islidemyselfinsidethenstartmovingmywaist

backandforthslowly

"uuhhyeeaahh!"

ShemoanslouderandlouderwitheverythrustasI

increasethepace,myballs

slappingloudlyagainstherpussy

Me(groans):"ohhshiit!"

IpickherlegupovermyshoulderasIfuckhereven

harder,enjoyinghersomuchIcan'tstopmy

groansfromtheexcitement,Iholdherbouncing



boobandsuckonitwhilemassagingit

Me:"FuckAmahle!!Whatareyoudoingtome"

Icanfeelmyselfgettingclosetoshoot

butIcan'tletithappenjustyet

Islideoutandlaybesideherthenturnhertolieon

hersidewithherbackagainstmineasIslide

myselfbackinherwarmverywetpussyfrom

behind

iholdherlegovermyarmasIfuckhersenselessly,

herscreamsandmoansfillthewholewholeroom,

ifwehadneighboursI'msurewe'dhavealotof

complaintsbynow...Ifeelherjuicesleakingdown

mydick,mydickissowetasshe'sbeenreleasing

hercreams

Iplacewetkissesonherneckherhandsqueezing

mybuttcheekforbalance

Islideoutonceagainasshegetsontopofmeshe

guidesmeinsideassheslidesitallinsittingonme,

shebendsoverandweshareapassionatefrench

kissasshestartsmovingupanddown



slowlyherwaistmovingincircularlike

asnake

Me:"mmmmhhhh"

Amahle(moaningwithheavybreathing):"Nooaah...

Me:"yesbaby"

Amahle(whisperybetweenhermoans)Ilooovve...

youuuuhhaaahhh...

Me:"Iloveyoutoosweetheart"

Itakeoverfuckingherwhileshe'satthetop,Iflip

herover,Ipressherlegstogetherasleanthen

againstherchest

asIgiveherpussymyundividedattentionfucking

tomybestpotential

Amahle:"ahhI'msoorry!meerrcyNoahhaaave

mercy....

IfuckherevenhardertillIfeelmyselfabouttoburst

andIdon'tthinkIcanholditinanylonger,Iopenup

herlegsrestingbetweenherasIslowdownthe

pacemydickvibratesasitshootsinherfillingever



cornerofherwalls,herpussyhugsmydickasI

slideitoutwithatrailofcumaccompanyingit

Ikissheronemoretimebeforefallingonmyback

besidesheraswebothstruggletocatchourbreath

FuckIdon'trememberwhenlastIhadsexthat

good,I'mprettysureitwaswhenIlasthadsexwith

her

Ipullherclosertomeassherestsherheadonmy

chesthuggingtightaroundme

Amahle:"Ithinkyou'vedestroyedmycoochie"

Ilaugh

Me:"ohit'sstillfarfromdestroyed,butI'mgetting

there"

Shelooksupatmewithafrown

Amahle:"youwannadestroyit?"

Me(laughs):"itwon'tbemyintentions"

Shelaughs

Amahle:"butyoujustsaidyouwill"



Me:"I'mkidding,butjustknowthat,tonightwas

nothing,comparedtothethingsIstillwannadoto

you"

Sheshakesherheadrestingitonmychestagain

Amahle:"whatdidIgetmyselfinto"

Ikissherheadmultipletimes

Me:"Ican'tbelieveIhaveyouinmyarmsrightnow,

Iwishitcouldbelikethisforever"

Amahle:"itwill,ithasto"

Sheliftsherheadandrestsonmyshouldersfacing

meItiltmyfacelookingbackathereyes

Amahle:"canItellyousomething"

Me:"goaheadsweetheart"

Amahle:"it'salwaysbeenyou,inmyheart,it's

alwaysbeenyou,evenbeforeImetyouIknewyou

andIlovedyou,Idon'tknowhowbutIalwayshave,

andwhenIfirstlaidmyeyesonyou,itfeltlikethe

wholeworlddisappearedanditwasjustyouandI

atthatclub,it'ssadthatthingshadtohappenthe

waytheydidbeforeIcouldbewithyou,Iwishit



happeneddifferently"

Me:"howdidyouknowmebeforeyoumetme?"

Amahle:"Ithinkitwasthroughmygift,Idreamt

aboutyou,butIdidn'tseeyourfacejustheardyour

voice,inthatdream,weweresodeeplyinlove,but

you'dsaidsomethingthathurtmyfeelingsthen

disappearallthetime,butIthinkthatpartpassed

nowbecauseyoualreadysaidsomethingthat

brokemyheartwhenyoutoldmethetruthabout

youandyourfamily,soIthinkwegoingtobefine

now,nowIknoweverythingaboutyou,there'sno

moresecrets,sothere'snothingtobescaredof,we

canbetogetherhappilynow,Iknowitwon'tbeeasy

whenwetellyourfamilyandeveryonewillprobably

beagainstuscauseitlookswrongsinceIwaswith

yourbrother,buteventually,everythingwillfallinto

place"

Isighandmovemyarmfromunderher

asIsituponmybuttleaningagainstthebigpillow,

shealsositsup

Amahle:"what?What'swrong?DidIsaytoomuch?



I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantoscareyou"

Me:"No,noyoudidn'tsaytoomuch"

Ibrushmyfaceshakingmyhead

Amahle:"what'swrongthen?Talktomebabe"

Me:"didyoureallylovemybrother?Orwasitjust

becausehehelpedyou?"

Shelooksdown

Amahle:"tobecompletelyhonestwithyou,Ireally

lovedhim,wehadourdifferencesbutIdidlovehim

andnonofitwaspretense,that'swhywhenhesaid

thingsordidthingstheyreallydidbreakmyheart

forreal"

Me:"howcanyoulovetwopeopleatonce?Idon't

getit,therehastobeonethatyoufooling,isitme?"

Amahle:"what?No,yesIlovedhimbutIwasn't

connectedwithhim,IhadaconnectionwithyouI

lovehimbut,I'minlovewithyou"

Me:"youstilllovehim?"

Amahle:"I'minlovewithyouLwandle"



Me:"younotansweringmyquestionthough"

Shelooksatmewithtearyeyes

Me:"I'msorry,it'sokay,youdon'thavetoanswer

that"

Amahle:"whyareyouactinglikethis?Everything

wascoolafewminutesagoandnowthere'sallthis

tension?Whereisitcomingfrom?"

Me:"there'ssomethingIhavetotellyou,Ishould've

toldyouthisbeforeIletallthishappenbetweenus

tonight,actuallyIshould'vetoldyoulongago"

Shetensesuplookingatmewithfearand

anticipation

Amahle:"whatisit?"

Hervoicecomesoutasawhisper

Ilookatherasoureyeslock

Me:"it'saboutLowell"

Amahle:"whatabouthim?"

Me:"he..(swallowsalump)...hetriedtokillhimself"



Amahle(whispers):"what?...

Me:"hedrankalmosthalfabottleofacarchemical

withalcohol"

Amahle:"No...noyoulying...

Hervoicebreakspainfully

Amahle:"no..hedidn'tplease...he'snotdead,he

can'tbedead"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"he'sbeeninacomaformonthsnow,he'snot

wakingupandthedoctorssaythere'snothingelse

theycando,themachinesmustbe....

Heletsoutasoundasshecovershermouth

Me:"I'msorrybabe,Iwantedtotellyoubut...

Tearsstreamdownherfaceasshebreaksdown

Ipullherintomychest

Amahle:"iiiit'sbecauseofmeisn'tit?Hekilled

himselfbecauseofme!!HealwayswarnedmeifIII

everranawayordiehe'dkillhimselfandthatit'dbe

myfaultIranaway,andhekilledhimself,Ithought



hewaslying,thathhhewwwasjustscaring

me...(criessilently)

Me:"shhhhit'snotyourfaultsweetheart"

Amahle:"itis!!IkilledhimNoah"

Me(clenchedteeth):"stopsayingthat!Stopit!You

didn'tkillhim,he'snotdead!He'llwakeup...(atear

escapesmyeye)...Iknowhewill,hehasto...

Shelooksatmewitheyesfullofwaterandred

eyeballs

Amahle:"Iwanttogoseehim...pleasewehaveto

goseehim"

Me:"wewill"

ShelaysonmychestasIrubherbacktryingto

calmherdown

Ilookupattheceilingastearsrolldownontheside

ofmyfacetomyears

.

.

.



*****

"Loveisblindandlovecanbefoolish,ourheart

doesn'talwayslovetherightpeopleattherighttime,

sometimeswehurttheonesthatloveusthemost

andlovetheonesthatdon'tdeserveourloveatall"

*****

Tobecontinued

[12/17,15:19] :Insert76

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•



•

I'mwokenupbyanoverwhelmingsensation

vibratingfrommypunani

AmoanescapesmymouthasIliftmyheadlifting

upthesheettofindNoah'sfaceburiedbetweenmy

thighs

Ibitemylipasitfeelssogood

Me:"Noah?"

Heavoidsmeashisfingersastongueplaywithmy

clitandsensitiveparts

Me(moaning):"aahh...mmhbabe...Ihavetopee...

IfeelastrongurgetopeeandIprettysureit'spee

Me:"babystop...Ihavetogo...

IletoutgigglesinbetweenmymoanasIquickly

pushhisheadoffandrunofftothebathroom

Iopenthesitandletitout

Me(screams):"aahhhhitbuurrrnns!!"

ItfeelslikemynunuisonfireasIkeepholdingin



thepeeandlettingitoutbutbybit

Hewalksin

Noah:"youokay?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"mycoochiehurts"

Hesmilesproudly

Noah:"oh,I'msorrysweetheart,you'llbeokay"

Hewalksout

Me:"aarrgh!Ihateyourightnow"

"Iloveyoumore!"

Ican'tbelieveitstingssomuch,isitbecauseit's

beenawhilesinceI'vehad

sexorwashejustextraroughlastnight

IfinallyfinishupafterawhileandwipemyselfasI

gobacktothebedroomtofindNoahchillingonthe

bed

Igetonthebedandcuddlenexttohim

Heholdmeashekissesmyforeheadmultiple



timesIlookupathimandhekissesmylips

Noah:"goodmorningsweetheart"

Me:"goodmorningmylove"

Noah:"mmhIlovethesoundofthat"

Me:"what?Goodmorning?"

Noah:"mxm"

Ilaugh

Me:"ohyoumeanmylove?"

Hesmilesandkissesme

Noah:"ngyabonaukuthiufunangikphindeezayizolo"

(Iseeyouwantarepeatoflastnight?)

Ishakemyhead

Me:"Nopleaseno,I'mstilltryingtoheal"

Helaughs

Ilookathimandtheroomfallssilentforawhile

Noah:"Iknowwhatyouthinkingandwe'llgo,itsjust

wecan'tjustrockupjustlikethat,Idon'twantto



upsetmymothermorethanshealreadyis"

Me:"wecan'tshowuptogether"

Noah:"Idon'tthinkit'sagoodideawedo,you'llhave

togoseehimonyourownfirst,thenafteracouple

ofdays,I'llcomeonmyown,ifweshowuptogether,

it'llbesowronginsomanylevels,Imeaneveryone

isalreadyworriedaboutyouandtheythinkI'mdead,

usshowinguptogetherthenannouncingthatwe

nowacouple,it'lllooklikeweplanneditandweput

everyonethroughsomuchpainforourownselfish

reasonstobetogether,betrayingLowellinthe

processwhileI'mstillmarriedtoLulamaand

almostgivingmymotheraheartattackandalso

beingtheinfluencetoLowell'sattempted

suicide...youfeelwhatImean?"

Inod

Me:"Iunderstand,butwherewillIsayI'mcoming

from?"

Noah:"justtellthemthetruth,Lowellwasabusing

youandyouranaway,you'vebeensecretlystaying

withafriendthatLowelldoesn'tknowofsohe



won'tfindyou,youwerescaredofhim"

Inod

Me:"yeahIguessthatisreasonable"

Noah:"yeah"

Me:"whataboutyou,howwillyoushowup?"

Noah(sighs):"I'lljustshowupatmyparentshouse

andmakeupastoryaboutwhathappened,Idon't

knowwhatI'mgoingtosaybutI'llcomeupwith

something,Ican'ttellthemLowellshotmeorthat

wewerefightingforyou"

Me:"yourmotherandfatheraregoingtohatemeif

theyeverknewthatI'mthecauseofallthis..."

Ifeelmyheartsink

Me:"ifmyfamilywasn'tsodesperateformoney,I

wouldn'tbeinthissituation,nowbeingwithyouwill

alwaysbewrong...

Noah:"maybetosocietyandourfamilyyes,butit's

notwrongforus,ifbeingtogethermakesushappy

thenitshouldn'tmatterwhatanyoneelsethinks,

we'lldothingsthathurtusjusttomakepeoplewho



won'tsatisfyourhappinesshappy,whatwillweget

outofit?Awholelifeofregretandifonly?"

Iwrapmyselfaroundmetighter

feelingsafeinhisarms

Noah:"yougoingtomorrow,Ijustneedonemore

daywithyou,justonemoredayofthisfeelingand

thismoment,thenwe'llgoandfixeverything"

Me:"okay"

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Me:"hejustleftwithouttellingme"

"Whatdoyoumeanhejustleft?Afterbeing



generousandofferinghimaplacetocrashhe

leaveswithoutaword?"

Me:"Iknowright,weird"

"No,that'snotacceptable,doyouhavehisnumber

atleast?"

Me:"Nope,Iguessit'sforthebest"

"Forthebest?Hellno,he'srudeasfuck,I'mgoingto

talktoLucaandaskforhisnumber"

Me:"NoBlairdon'tdothat,justletitbe"

"Butyouguysweresocutetogether"

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwasreadytomoveonanyway,I

don'tthinkIcanmakeanyonehappywithmy

miserableself"

"It'snotlikeyouweregoingtomarryhim,itwasjust

goingtobeanostringsattachedkindafun"

Isigh

Me:"yeahwellasyoucanseehe'snotattachingany

stringsincludinghisnumber"

"Didy'allfucklastnight?"



Me:"nowejustmissedandcuddled,therewasjust

alotonourmindslastnight,Ifoundmyselfmissing

Lowell"

"Ohdear,wegoingouttonight,wegoingtohavefun,

getdrunkandyougoingtogetlaid,youknowsexis

therapeutic,thenlateronmaybeyoucouldget

professionalhelp"

Me:"ItoldyouIdon'tneedprofessionalhelp!"

"Okay!Noneedtosnapatme,itwasjusta

suggestion....

Myphonerings

Me:"there'sacallcomingthroughIhavetocutyou"

"Okay,I'mfetchingyouatseven,beready"

Me:"yeahwhatever"

Idrophercallandanswertheunsavednumber

Me:"hello?"

"OhthankGodyoupickedup"

Me:"Chase?"



"Yeahit'sme"

Me:"howdidyougetmynumber?"

"Icalledmyselfwithyourphonebeforeyouwokeup,

sorryIleftwithouttellingyou,somethingcameup

andIdidn'twanttowakeyouup"

Me:"ohit'sokay,youdidn'thavetoexplain"

"Idid,it'srudetoleavewithoutsayinganythingafter

youhelpedmewithaplacetosleepin"

Me:"okay,thanksforexplaining"

"Whatareyoudoingtonight?Iwasthinkingmaybe

wecouldgooutfordinnersomewherenice,justthe

twoofus?"

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Me:"actuallyBlairjustinvitedmetoafunnightata

club"

"IpromiseI'llmakeitworthcancellingBlair'soffer"

Ilaugh

Me:"whattimeyoupickingmeup?"



"18:30?"

Me:"sixthirtysoundsgoodtome"

"Goodthen,I'llseeyoulaterbeautiful"

Me:"bye"

IhangupandjumpupinexcitementasIrunoffto

thebathroom

.

.

.

Thandile

.

.

.

Me:"wefinallyleavingtodaybaby,areyouexcited?

Hmmnana?"

Shejuststaresatmesuckingherdummy,she's

grownandlooksnormalbabysize,she'snowfully

39weeks



andhasfullydeveloped,I'msoexcitedmybaby

madeitthisfar,she'ssostrong.

Mylittlecolored,she'ssowhite,Ithinkshe'sgoing

togrowtolooklikeherfather.Myheartsinksatthe

thoughtofit,I'llforeverregretchosingforhersuch

afatherwhenMenziwould'velovedhersomuch,I

justrobbedherofawonderfulfather'slove,she'll

neverexperienceit,becauseofmystupidity

"ShouldIcomebacklater?"

Iwipemytearsbeforeturningaround

Me:"Norah"

Ichargetowardsherandhughertightly

Norah:"heyhoney,howyouholdingup?"

Iletgoofher

Me:"I'mfine,Iwasjustsonervous,Ididn'tthink

you'dcome"

Shesmilesaswemakeourwaytowardsthebed

Norah:"nowwhywouldn'tIcome,whenIpromised

youaplacetostay?"



Me:"Ithoughtmaybeyouchangedyourmind,you

know,witheverythinggoingonwithyourfamily,I

thoughtI'dbemorebaggagewithmynewbornbaby,

youknowhowstressfultheycanbe"

Norah:"Ican'tbelieveyouthinkI'dbethatcruel"

Me:"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanto...it'sjust,sometimes

it'shardtotrustthisworld,itcanbebrutallycruelto

someofus,justwhenyouthinkthingsarelooking

up,itslapsyoubackdowntoyourverylowest"

Norah:"Iknow,I'mhere,Ikeepmyword,youand

Othalivewillbeokay"

Me:"thankyouNorah,foreverything,Ireallydon't

knowhowIcanthankyou"

Norah:"youcanthankmebygoingtoschool,

gettingthatdegreesoyoucangomakethatpaper

andlivethebestlifewithyourbabygirl,makeher

lookuptoyou,bethehappiestsinglemotherout

thereandmakemeproud"

Ismileastearsstreamdownmyface

Me:"nowayyouarehuman,youhavetobemy



Angel,WhereareyouhidingyourwingsNorah,I

wanttoseethem"

Ilookoverhershoulder,shelaughsgentlythen

pullsmeinforahug

Norah:"getyourbabyandlet'sgohome"

.

.

.

Thenextday

Amahle

.

.

.

WeareontheroadbacktoJoburg

I'mnervous,I'mverynervous,Idon'tevenknow

howI'mgoingtofaceeveryone,Ifeellikehe

probablyleftalettertellingeveryonethatit'smy

faulthekilledhimself,hismotherprobablyhates



myguts.

Noah:"stopstressing,you'llbefine"

Hesqueezesmyhandwhichislockedinhis

Me:"I'msoscared,whatiftheyalreadyswitchedoff

themachines...ohGod"

Noah:"theyhaven't,Iwouldknow"

Me:"maybeifIprayforhimhe'llwakeup,partofmy

giftishealing,butI'mnotsureaboutsomeone

who'sinacoma,IwastoldI'dbeabletohealsick

people,Lowellisnotsick,he'shalfdead"

Noah:"areyoudoubtingthepowerofGodmylove?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"no,I'mdoubtingmyself"

Noah:"it'snotuptoyoutosavehimIndy,don'tgo

therewithhopesofwakinghimup,causeyouwill

getdisappointed,I'veseenthesekindofthingsin

hospitalalotoftimes,wherefamiliesbringpriests,

prophets,healers,Sangomastotrywakeup

patientsinacoma,buttheyusuallyget

disappointed,causewhenit'syourtimeit'syour



time,please,don'tpunishyourselflikethat"

Inodandwedriveinsilence,heparksoutsidethe

hospitalbutdoesn'tcomeinside,he'shidinghis

facewithahoodieandafacemaskaswellas

shades

Noah:"breathsweetheart"

Itakedeepbreaths

Noah:"you'llbefine,pleasetrytobestrongfor

yourselfandremember,thisisnotyourfault"

Inod

Noah:"I'llseeyoumaybetomorroworthedayafter

whenIcomeshowmyself"

Me:"okay"

Noah:"come,letmekiss"

Imovemyfacecloserashecupsmyfaceandhe

pecksmylipsafewtimes

Noah:"IloveyouMbokazi"

Me:"namngyakthandaNhlabathi"



Hesmilesthenwesharealongkiss

Wepulloutandstaywithourforeheadsagainst

eachother

Isighandopenthedoor

Me:"goodbyeLwandle"

Hejustlooksatmewithwateryeyes,Iclosethe

doorandwalktowardsthehospital.

AssoonasIreachtheentranceIlookbackandsee

Noah'scarspeedaway

Iheadtothereception

Me:"hi,I'mlookingforapatientadmittedinacoma

here"

Lady:"name?"

Me:"LowellNhlabathi"

"Amahle?"

Ilooktomysideandmyheartstopsclenching

painfullyasmyeyeslandher

.



.

.

******

"IneverknewInumbedthepainuntilIsawyouand

andIfeltittwiceasworseasitcameback"

*******

Tobecontinued
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Me:"No...

Itakeafewstepsback

Mom:"nganeyamusaphila"

(Mybaby,youstillalive)

Me:"no,ppplease,hlukananam,dddon'tcomeany

closer"

(Stayawayfromme)

Mom:"Amahle,ngiyaxolisangyakucela...

(I'msosorry,please...

Me:"No...

Receptionist:"hisintheICUwardifyouwalk

straightfrom....

Me:"Iknowwhereitis....

IwalkpastherandshegrabsmyarmIscreamin

fear

Me:"letgoofme!!!Leavemealone!!!..



Mom:"Amahle!!Ima!!(wait!)

Security:"iseverythingokayhere?"

Me:"Idon'tknowthiswoman,shshejustcameand

sssstartedgrabbingme"

Mom:"I'mhermother!"

Me:"she'snotmymother,she'sawitch!!"

Security:"mamI'mgoingtohavetokeepyour

distance"

Hepullsherawayfromme,Irunoff

totheICUwards

Iwalkaroundtryingtocatchmybreath

IthoughtI'dneverseeheragain,Ilookatmyarm

thatshegrabbed,whatifshewasrubbing

somethingonme,didshecometoJoburgtocome

finishmeoff?

Isitnotenoughthatshesoldmeoffthenbewitched

meontopofthat?

Howevilcanonepersonbe



Iwalkinthewardandlookthrougheach

bed.

Ifreezeandlookathimonthebed

sleepingstraightonhisback,Islowly

walkclosertohisbed

Hisfacelookspale,hislipsaredry

Tearsdropfrommyeyes

Me:"ohhLowell...

Ilookathishand

Itakeitintomine

Me:"hey,it'stimetowakeupnow,I'mhere,I'mso

sorryIleftyou,Ididn'tmeanto,Iknowhowyou

werefeeling,youwerealreadygoingthroughalot

notbeingabletoacceptwhatyoudidtoyour

brother,thenIdisappearaswell,you'vedoneso

muchformeoutoflove,alongthewayIlostfocus

andIthoughtIdidn'tneedyouanymore,Ifellfor

yourbrother,Itarnishedyourheart,wehurteach

otheralot,butyouhavetowakeup,please"



Ifaceupandclosemyeyesandstartedprayingand

callingonmyancestorstogivemestrengthtowake

himupbutitwasn'tworking

Isatinthechaircryingandprayingforsomething

tohappenbutnothingwashappening

Iwasstaringathimwhenmyphonerangfrommy

pocket

Ipickeditupandanswerd

Me(breakingvoice):"hello?"

"Amahle,angekeukwaziukumvusaakuyona

indawoyakholeyo"

(Amahle,youwon'tbeabletowakehimup,itisnot

yourplacetodothat)

Me:"MamSonto,kodwaiphuthalamnjengoba

elana"

(Butit'smyfaultthathe'sinhere)

"Akulonaelakhoiphuthalakho"

(It'snotyourfault)

Me:"butIcanfeelhisspirit,itkeepsgettingcloser



themoreIpray,he'sfighting,he'sgoingtowakeup,

Ijusthavetokeeponpraying"

"Iwasjusttellingyousoyoudonotget

disappointedwhenhedoesn'twakeup"

Me:"I'malreadydisappointed,it'smyfirsttime

practicingmygiftandit'snotworking...Icanfeelhis

spiritbutitsfightingbutjustnotharditenough,it's

likeapartofhimdoesn'twanttowakeup"

"Maybeyounotenoughmotivation,youshouldtell

hisfamilytocomeandbearoundhimasyoupray

forhim"

Istopforawhileasitclickstome

"Hello?"

Me:"Iknowjustthepersontowakehimup"

"Yes,whoeveryouthinkingabout,youneedtothink

ofasmanythingsorpeoplethatyouknowhe'd

wanttocomebackfor"

Me:"yebomamSontosizobuyesikhulume"

(We'lltalklater)



"Okaygoodluck"

Ihangup

"OhmyGod!?"

IlookbacktofindLowell'smotherwithherhands

coveringhermouthandherlunchboxdroppedon

thefloor

Me:"hey"

Shewalksuptome,Imeetherhalfwayandwe

shareahug

Norah:"Ican'tbelievethisisactuallyyou?"

Me:"it'smemah"

Sheletsgoafterawhilewipinghertears

Norah:"Iwassoworriedaboutyou,everyweekI

wenttothepolicestationtoaskaboutyourmissing

case,itwasalwaysthesamestory,Ithoughtyou

wererapedandkilledandmaybedumped

somewhere,everytimeIsawthenewsaboutagirl

beingfoundrapedandkilledsomewheremyheart

wouldliterallystopforafewsecondsfearingfor

yourlife,youlikeadaughtertomeandIwasso



scaredforyourlife"

Me:"I'msosorryforputtingyouthroughallofthat

mah"

Norah:"ohmyGod!"

She'slookingatmeindisbeliefasifshe'sseeinga

Ghost,shehugsmeagain

Norah:"wherewereyouMahle?"

IsighasItakeherhandandpullachairforherto

sit

Ialsositdownoppositeher

Me:"Iranawaymah,Iknowitwasstupidofmebut,

LowellandIweregoingthrougharoughpatch...and

Ijustcouldn'ttakeitanymore...

Norah:"aroughpatch?Whatkindofroughpatch

thatmadeyourunforsolong?"

Itakeadeepbreath

Me:"wewerejustgoingthroughsomethings,alot

happened,Iwasnothappy,webothwerenothappy



andhedidn'twanttoletmego...

Sheshakesherheadcrying

Norah:"Ican'tbelieveyouprotectinghimrightnow"

Me:"excuseme?"

Norah:"IknowAmahle,IknowLowellphysically

abusedyou"

Me(swallowsspit):"hehe...I...itwasmyfault...I....

Norah:"stop!Don'tyoudare,don'tyouprotecthim,

hehadnorighttoputhishandsonyou,noright,

nonwhatsoever,andyoushouldn'tfeellikeyou

havetoprotecthim,nomatterwhatyoudidthat's

notthewayheshouldact,youweresupposedto

cometome,wewould'vesorteditoutbeforeitgot

sobad,it'dbebetterifhewasinjailthanhere,he

doesn'townyouAmahle,Idon'tcarewhathedidfor

youbuthedoesn'townyou,youareyourownself

youshouldneverfeellikeyoubelongtosomebody,

youcameinthisworldonyourownandyouwill

leaveitonyourown,don'tletlovefoolyou,amanis

noteverythingandhe'snotstrongerthanyou,you

arewaystrongerthanyouthinkandyoucan



surviveinthisworldandbesuccessfulinyourown

justasmuchasamanandevenmore,ifpeople

helpyoutogettothetop,thatdoesn'tmeanyou

owethemandiftheycan'tacceptasimplethank

youbuttheywanttoownyouinstead,neverallow

that,feelfreetotellthem,youneverforcedthemto

helpyou,beselfish,it'syourlifeandyoushould

neverallowanyonetocontrolyouandtellyouhow

toliveit,youhavetobestrongAmahle,Iseeavery

strongandintelligentwomaninyouwhocan

achievegreatthings,youremindmealotofmyself,

pleaseusethatwoman,don'tlethergotowaste

overmen,dogs,trashthatfeelempoweredtoyou,

stopprotectingrubbish,youareveryyoungandyou

havenochildrentoworryabout,soplease,start

worryingaboutyourowndamnselfasifyouwere

yourownchild,doyouunderstandme?"

Inodwipingmytears

Me:"I'msorry,it'sjust,Iknowthepainyoumustfeel

fromseeinghimlikethis,notknowingwhetherhe'll

everwakeup,Ididn'twanttomakehimavillain

whenhe'salreadydown...



Norah:"don'tdothat,don'talwaysputsomeone

else'sfeelingsoveryourownevenwhenits

unnecessary,younevergoingtohealbydoingthat,

yourpainmatterstoo"

Inodandhugheronceagain

Me:"Imissedyou"

Norah:"wheredidyougothough?"

Isawatherandswallowalumponmythroat

.

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

.

Me:"please,justgivemeafewmoremonthsI

promiseI'llpay"



"Months?Thatisimpossiblemam,you'vealready

missedamonthofnotpayingyourpolicyandwe

understandthatyouareunemploymentthereforeit

willbeimpossibleforyoutokeepupwithpayments,

yourcarisstillnewyourhusbandboughtitafew

monthsago,unlessyoufindawaytopaywithinthe

nexttendays,wearecomingtocollectthecar"

Me:"okay,Iunderstand"

"Thankyoumam,haveagoodday"

Me:"mxm"

Ihangupandsighlookingaroundthehouse,it

lookslikeI'mgoingtohavetosellafewthings,this

houseiswaytooexpensivetomaintainandthe

carsaswell,themoneyMuzileftmewasnot

enough,nowit'sallgoneallI'mleftwithisthese

expensiveassetstomaintain

Mydoorbellrings

Igetupandgoanswerthedoor

Me:"ubani!"(Whoisit?)

Theydon'tanswer



Ipickthroughthelittleholeonthedoor

Me:"mah?"

Iopenthedoor

Mom:"sawubona"

(Hello?)

Me:"mah?Ufunanila?"

(Whatdoyouwant?)

Mom:"iyonandlelayokubingelelaumawakholeyo?"

(Isthatthewaytogreetyourmother?)

Irollmyeyesandmakewayforhertocomein

Shemakesherwayinside

Iclosethedoorandfollowbehindheraswesiton

thecouch

Mom:"wowakusekuhlekwakhontombi"

(Yourhouseisverybeautiful)

Me:"yeahphelaazangeungithakathiseumahala"

(Yeahyoudidn'tmakemedowitchcraftfor



nothing?)

Shesmilesembarrassingly

Mom:"konkekusahambakahlekodwa?"

(Iseverythingstillgoingwell?)

Me:"yinndaba?Usushodangemaliyin?"

(What'sthematter?Youshortofmoney?)

Mom:"hawumusaukubanjalophela,uyazinje

ukuthisasivalenekanjani,manjemawusuthula

kanje?"

(Dontbelikethat,youknowwhatweagreedon,

nowwhyareyousoquiet?)

Me:"aimahminaanginamalimanje,iphelile,

sowuzobonaukuthinamewenzenjani"

(Idon'thavemoneyanymoremah,youcanalsosee

whatyou'lldo)

Mom:"hawu,isiveleyaphelakwamanini?Imali

engaka?"

(Itfinishedsosoon?Somuchmoney?)



Me:"engakanani?Ibincanekabilamalimah,

ibingafikangangishonakwimillion!"

(Howmuch?Thatmoneywastoolittlemom,it

didn'tevenreachamillion)

Mom:"nawebekumeleutholeumsebenzinoma

uqaleubhuzinisi,intoiyaziyoukuthengaizinto

ezibizayo,amahandbagangabalulekile,ucabanga

ukuthiimaliukhulaesihlahleni?"

(Youweresupposedtogetajoborstartabusiness,

allyouknowisspendingonexpensivethings,

buyingunnecessaryhandbags,doyouthinkmoney

growsontrees?)

Me:"mxmhhayongyeke,ngizothinike!?Ufuna

ngithini!?Ngobangiyashoukuthiiphelile!"

(Justleavemealone!Whatdoyouwantmetosay?

WhatshouldIdo!?CauseI'mtellingyouthatit's

finished!)

ShesighsandIhuffsaswesitinsilence

Mom:"lizovelaicebokhululeka,ziningiizindlela

zokwenzaimali,uzobonawena"



(Aplanwillpopup,therearemanywaysofmaking

money,you'llsee)

Ilookatherasshehasasmirkonherface.This

can'tbegood

Me:"sengathiusunaloicebonje?"

(Lookslikeyoualreadyhaveanidea?)

Mom:"lifunaukuthingiliplanele,ngizobuyela

kuwenamasengitholileiplan"

(It'sneedtobecarefullyplanned,I'llgetbacktoyou

onceIhaveaplan)

Inod

Me:"Ihopeitwillbequickmoney,whateveryour

ideais,ngobaimalingiyayidingaangekesikwazi

ukuhlalakulomuziwithoutanymoneysizoxoshwa"

(CauseIneedit,Ican'tstayinthishousewithout

anymoney,they'llkickusout)

Mom:"khululeka"

(Don'tworry)

Mom:"ayibo!Ialmostforgottotellyou,Ibumped



intoAmahletoday"

Myheartskipsabeat

Me:"akafanga?"

(She'snotdead?)

Mom:"cha,uphilaqwaba!mmhhudinweuyavutha,

ungibalekeongathingiwutsotsi"

(No,she'sverymuchaliveandshe'ssuperangry,

sheranawayfrommelikeI'msomethief)

Me:"wheredoesshestay?MaybeIcangoseeher,

apologizeandtrytohaveasisterrelationshipwith

her?"

Mom:"plusshelookslikeshe'srichandwelltaken

careoff,ngimbonaesikhumbeni,nezinwelelezi

ezithengwayoezinhle,ukuyaphansikwisicathulu

ilamasneakerabizayo,uhlambululekilenje,futhi

ngimboneePrivatehospitalhlampeuthandana

nodokotelauyamaziphelanayewayefunauluba

udokotela,laphoakhona,uhlalaemaliniuqobo"

(Icanseefromherskin,alsothehair,theexpensive

onesthaty'allbuy,allthewaydowntoherfeetshe



hadthoseexpensivesneakers,she'sglowing,andI

sawherataprivatehospitalmaybeshe'sdatinga

doctor,youknowhowshealwayswantedtobea

doctor,whereversheis,she'slivingaverylavishlife)

Ifeelmybloodboilinanger,soshe'shappy,she's

notsuffering?

Me:"Ishouldbetheonewiththatlifenother"

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Me:"whyaremyeyescovered?"

Norah:"Itoldyouit'sasurprise"

Me:"okaybutwhatifIfall"



Norah:"Igotyou"

Sheholdsmeaswewalktowardsherhouse

Me:"youcouldn'thavepossiblythrownawelcome

partysoquickly"

Shelaughs

Norah:"nope,I'mafraidI'mnotthatquick"

Sheguidesmeupafewstepsbeforeopeningthe

door

Wegetinthehouse

Ihearafewwhispers

I'mtryingtoguesswhatthissurprisecouldbeas

I'mdeepinmythoughts

Norah:"okay,removethefold"

Iremoveherscarffrommyeyesandopenmyeyes

MyjawdropsasI'mmetbyThandilestandingin

frontofme

Me:"Thandile?"

Shesmiles



Thandile:"HeyAmahle!"

Shecomestowardsmeforahug

Itakestepsback

Me:"stayback!"

Norah:"aren'tyouhappytoseeyoursisterAmahle?"

Me:"where'sshe?Youcamewithherdidn'tyou?

Thandile:"who?Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Me:"Don'tdothat!I'mnotafool,youallhere,you

cametofinishmeoff?Isitnotenoughthatyousold

me,notonlythatbuttothewrongpeople!?Whatdo

youwantfrommehuh?WhathaveIeverdoneto

you!?Whereisshe!?She'snotwelcomehere...

pleaseNorahtheynotwelcomehereplease!!"

Ababyburstsintoaloudcry,Ilookaroundasshe

rushestotheloungetopickitup

Norah:"Thandile,takethebabytothebedroom,I'll

talktoAmahle"

Shenodsholdingherbaby,shelooksatmeonce

morewithpityinhereyesbeforewalkingaway



IbreathasifI'vebeenholdingitin

Me:"didshecomewithhermother?"

Norah:"No,it'sonlyher,she'sallaloneherein

Joburg,shecametolookforyou,Ihelpedherone

dayonthestreetswhileshewasheavilypregnant,I

tookhertothehospitalandshetoldmeaboutyou,

soItoldherIknewyouandofferedheraplaceto

stay"

Me:"allalone?She'slying,she'sherewithher

mother,IsawheratthehospitalwhenIcamein,

she'snotalone,theyprobablyplanningsomething

horrible,theywilldoanythingtoseemesuffer,they

neverlovedme..maybeThandilewasdifferent,but

shelovedhermotherandtwinsistermorethanme,

she'dneverbetraythemforme,idon'twantthem

nearmeNorah,youhavenoideathewaythey

treatedme,theyenjoyedseeingmeinpain,mypain

andheartachewastheirentertainment,Iwasa

slave,apunchingbag,didn'tyouhearLowelltell

youthatIdon'thaveafamily!?Hewasn'tlying!He

wasn'tbeingmean,hewasright!Idon'thavea

family,please,getmefarawayfromher,younever



knowwhatshecouldbecarryingtorubonme,they

arewitches!"

Norah:"okaysweetie,Iunderstand,butIthink

Thandileisharmless"

Me:"youdon'tknowher!"

Norah:"okay,I'lltakeyoutoyourapartmentthen?"

Inod

Me:"please"

Shesighsandpullsmeinforahug

Norah:"I'msosorry,Ididn'tknow"

Sheletsgoandweheadout

ShedrivesmebacktoLowell'shouse

Sheparksoutside

Norah:"youdon'tmindstayingalone?Idon'tthink

youshould,I'llstaywithyou"

Me:"No,it'sokay,Icanstayonmyown"

Norah:"yousure?Istilldon'tfeelcomfortablewith

youbeingbyyourself,Idon'twantanything



happeningtoyou"

Me:"Iwon'tdisappear,Ipromise"

Shesmilesfaintly

Norah(sighs):"okaythen"

Shegivesmethekeys

Ijumpoffandwatchherasshedrivesoff

Iopenthedoormakingmywayinandlocking

Ilookaroundanditsspotlessasifsomeonecomes

intocleaneverydayasIcansmellthedetergents

Ithrowmyselfonthecouch,myheartsinksasI

thinkaboutwhatjusthappenedearlier

I'mnotsurewhattothink,isitjustacoincidence

thatIsawbothThandileandhermothertoday?Isit

notpartoftheirwitchcraftplanstogettome?

Thandilehasbeennicetomesometimes,shehad

herdays,butwhenshewaswithThulilethey

treatedmelikeapieceofshit,shewasruthless.

Myheartbreaksasallthehorrificmemoriescome

floodingthroughmymind,howIwasmadetowash



clothesinthedarkorsenttotheriverlateatnight

onmyownwithnocareofwhathappenstome,

howIwasbeatentoaplumpalmosteveryday,most

ofthetimefornoreasonatall,howThandileand

ThulilelaughedwithexcitedsmileswhenIwas

beingshoutedatorbulliedtodoallthechoresby

mysocalledmother,howIwasneverfedfresh

foodandhadtoeateveryone'sboneslikesomedog,

howThandileandThulilealwaysgotnewthings

whileIwasacharitycasewhotookthey'reoldtorn

clothesthatweretoobigandneverfitme,howI

waskickedouttosleepinarustyshackwithholes

andratswhenIhadtostudyformyexamswithno

electricityoracandle,Ihadtousethemoonaslight.

Ibreakdownintotearsasmycriesincreasewith

everypainfulstingingpiercethroughmyheart

Whyme,whydidIhavetogothroughthat,Iwasso

youngandconfusedtowhywasIbeingtreatedthat

wayIdidn'tknowwhyIwasbeingpunishedfor

thingsthatwerenotmyfault,Iwasalwaysso

brutallybeatenandI'dcry

I'dcryformymotherbutsheneverfelttheslightest



remorsetomyscreamsinsteadshe'dbeatmeup

morejusttoshutmeup,I'dscreamformyfather

buthenevercameformyrescuecausehewas

neverthere,I'dscreamoutforGodbuthewas

alwayssoquietevenhenevercametomyrescue,

noonedidnotevenThandile,nooneeverreally

lovedmeandIneverunderstoodwhy,Ialways

madesureImadeeveryonehappy,butnoone

seemedtolikeseeingmehappy.

Myphonerings,Ilookatitandpickitupbutmy

criesdon'tdiedown,insteadtheygetevenlouderas

Iendurethepaininmychest

"Sweetheart?Mybabywhyareyoucrying?

Amahle?....

Me(crying):"theywwwwannafffinishmeoff!"

"Whowantstofinishyouofflove?Whereareyou

Amahle?"

Me(cryingwithhiccups):"I'm..I'mathhhishhouse"

"Areyoualone?"

Me:"yes"



"OkayI'mnotfar,I'mcomingjustnowokaybaby?"

Me(hiccups):"o-okay"

"Justhangintheretrynottobreakyourhearttoo

muchbyoverthinkingwhateveryouthinkingabout"

Me(crying):"ithurtsNoah!!Ithurtssobad"

"Iknowsweetheart,Iknow,I'llbethereinfive

minutes,please,stopthinking,thinkabout

somethingelse,thinkaboutfunthingsinstead..."

Me(stutteringbreathing):"Ican't,I'minpain

Noah...iiiit'shardtttowhenithhhurtssommuch"

"thinkaboutus,rememberthetimeIshowedyou

myfirstprankonastranger,whenIpretendedtobe

hisoldfriendfromschool...whatwasmyname

again?...

Me(chucklesthroughthetears):"skhumbuzo"

Noah(laughs):"Yes,skhumbuzo!Hereallybelieved

thatIwasreallyhisfriendthatheforgotabout!"

Ifindmyselflaughinglightlywhilecryingatthe

sametimeasmymindjotsbacktothatday



Noah:"Icouldn'tstopthankinghim,I'msureinhis

mindtillthisdayhe'slikewhothefuckwasthat

niggar?I'msurehelookedforhisoldschool

picturesjusttoseeifhe'dseeakidthatlookslike

me"

MysmilegrowswiderasIlaughathim

Iwipemytears

Noah:"Icanimaginehimtryingtoremember

someonewhodoesn'texist"

Me(sniffingwithasofttone):"poorguy,he'llnever

forgetthatday"

Helaughslouder,hislaughmakesmelaugh

Noah(lowtone):"openthedoorsweetheart"

Igetupandheadtothedoorunlockingit

IdropmyphoneonthefloorasIjumponhim

hugginghimwithmyarmsaroundhisneckand

legsaroundhiswaist,heholdsmebacktighter

Noah:"it'sokayhlehle,I'mherenow"

Ilookathimandwekissbeforehugginghimagain



Me:"I'mscaredLwandle"

Noah:"Iknow,come,let'sgotalkaboutitinthe

bedroom"

Helocksthedoorwhilecarryingmeandweheadto

thebedroom

.

.

.

.

*******

"Itissohardtoforgetpain,butit'sevenharderto

remembersweetness,wehavenoscartoshowfor

happiness,welearnsolittlefrompeaceandso

muchfromtragedy"

******

Tobecontinued
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Me:"there'snoneedtobescaredanymore,theynot

goingtohurtyou,theydon'thavethatpowerover

youanymore"

Amahle:"youdon'tunderstand,youdidn'tseethe

thingsshedidtome,evenwhenIwasn'tthere

anymore,theywentasfarasgoingtothestrongest

powerfulwitchtomakesureIsufferforever,they

areresponsibleforthepaininmywombandthe

snakeinmydreams,they'lldoanythingtoseemein



pain,it'sliketheydependonitfortheirhappiness"

Me:"theyareevil,butsweetheart,

Godchoseyou,youaretheancestorsfavourite

grandchild,theytriedto

destroyyoubutlookatyou,Godkeepson

disappointingthembyalways

protectingyou,whatevertheystillwanttotry,will

neverwork,andIwon'teverletanyonehurtyou,

anyonejustsotriedtoputtheirfilthyhandsonyou,

I'mgoingtokillthem,Ipromiseyou"

Shelooksatme

Iwipethetearsfromherface

Amahle:"younotamurderer,andIwouldnever

forgiveyou,evenifyoudiditforme"

Me:"wellthat'showmuchIwillriskifitmeans

protectingyoufromharm"

Amahle:"don'ttalklikethatIknowyoucapableof

manythings,buttakingalifeisnotoneofthem"

Me:"whenitcomestothepeopleIlove,Icanbe



capableofanything....ahhh

Apoundingheadacheattacksme

Amahle:"babe?What'swrong?"

Iholdmyheadasthepaingetsworse

Me(groaning):"ahhIthinkI'mhavingamigraine

attack"

Amahle:"ohno,doyouhavetreatment?"

Ishakemyheadasflashbacksrun

throughmymind

"Itoldyoutostayawayfromme!!"

Amahle:"shouldIgetyouwater?"

"Ifonlyyouhadlistened!Nowlookwhatyoumade

medo!!"

Amahle:"okayI'llgogetyouwater,Ididn'teven

bringincense...didyoubringmystuffwithyou?"

Me:"yeahtheyintheboot"

Shegetsupandheadsout

Igetupandheadtothebathroom



Iwashmyfacebythesink,Ilookat

myselfinthemirror

****

Me:"Isaidstaythefuckaway,goNessa!!Now!!I'm

goingtokillyou...leavemealone!!Ineedtobealone,

youcan'tbenexttomewhenI'mlikethis!!"

Nessa:"I'mnotgoing!!"

Me:"Go!"

Nessa:'No!!"

Shetakesoutagunandpointsitatme

Ipulloutaknife

Nessa:"we'lljusthavetoseewho'llmakeitoutalive,

butI'mnotgoing,I'mnotleavingyoubaby!"

Iwalkclosertoher

Nessa:"Noahdon'tdoitplease!!"

Ichargetowardsher...

***

"Igotyouwater,ohandIfoundyourpills,luckyfor



you,youcarrythemeverywhere"

Ilookatherthroughthemirroras

shewalksclosertomewearingaworriedlookon

herface,Ilookatmyhandsthatarefullofblood,I

quickly

turntolookatherhidingmyhandsbehindmyback

Amahle:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Amahle:"come,drinkup"

Me:"Ineedtotakealeakrealquick"

Amahle:"okayI'llbeintheroomthen"

Me:"okay"

Shelooksatmeforawhilethenwalksout,Ibreath

outasIturnbacktothe

sink,Inoticetheyclean,theblooddisappeared.

Me:"whatthefuckisgoingonwithme?"

"Babe!?"

Me:"yeah!?"



"Youtalking!?"

Me:"No,justthinkingoutloud"

Sheremainsquiet

Me(whispering):"okayNoah,calmdown,it'sjust

hallucinations,maybeI'moverdoingthepills.."

I'vebeentakingpillsformymigraine

almosteveryhourItakeone,cause

oftheunbearablepainandnausea

IwalkbacktothebedroomandI'm

welcomedbysmokefromtheincenseandburning

candles

Amahle:"I'msorryIhadtodoalittleprayerforyou"

Me(smiles):"sowhyyousorry?"

Amahle:"aboutthesmellandsmokeIguess"

Me:"don'tbesorry,Ilikeit"

Shesmilesthenhandsmethepillsandaglassof

water

Me:"thankyou"



Idrinkup

Amahle:"sincewhendidyouhavethemigraine?"

Me:"it'sbeenawhile,itcomesnowandthen"

Amahle:"howyoufeelingnow?"

Me:"I'mmuchbetternow"

ShemovesclosertomeIpullhertomychest

holdingher

Amahle:"don'tscaremelikethat"

Me:"I'msorrysweetheart"

Iliftherheadtolookatme

Me:"Iloveyou...somuch"

Shetakesadeepbreath

Amahle:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ilookatherlipsthenpulltheminforakiss

.

.

.



Norah(Lowell'smother)

.

.

.

Me:"Idon'tunderstandwhyyourefusingtosignthe

papersBongani"

"Norah,Ithoughtweagreedyou'dwaituntilI

recoverfully"

Me:"Ican'tbewaitingforyouforever,it'syourfeet

thatarenotworkingnotyourhands"

"Whyareyouinsucharushtodivorceme?Isthere

someoneelse?Issomeonehittingit?Iswearifyou

seeingsomeoneNorahI'mgoingto....

Me:"yougoingtowhat?Huh?Youdon'townme

Bongani,justcausewehavechildrentogether

doesn'tmeanI'mstuckwithyou,youhadyour

chanceswithmealltheseyears,Icould'velong

walkedoutbutIdidn'tandyoukeptmessingup,I'm

notaboutthatlifeanymore,sosignthedamn

papers!!"



"Youcan'texpectmetosignjustasyet,Ihavea

memoryI'mstillregainingremember?Idon'thave

fullcapacitytobesigningpapers"

Me:"don'tgivemethat,youcansignthosepapers

andyouwill,underlegalsupervisionyoucan,sodo

meafavorandhurryup,I'mnotgettingyounger

neitheramIgettinguglierandthere'sawholelotof

gentlemenoutherqueueduptohealmybroken

heart!"

Ihangupashewasabouttosaysomething.

IsighandcovermyeyesasIbreak

downintotearsunexpectedly

EversinceLowellhasbeenadmitted

IgrewtohateBonganievenmore

Iblamehimforeverythingthat'shappened,I'velost

bothmysons,theonlypeoplewhokeptmestrong

throughoutmymiserablemarriage

IblameBonganiforeverythingheputusthrough,

he'sthereasoneverythingturnedoutlikethisthe

reasonbehindoursonsbehavior,butmostofallI



blamemyself,Iblamemyselffor

failingtoleavehim,forfailingtoprotectthem,I

failedthemsomanytimesandI'vefailedmyselfas

well.Itakemyphoneandgothroughmyimages

Igointo"mybabies"albumIlookthroughtheir

picturesandvideos

Imissmyboyssomuch,themore

Ilookattheirsmilingfacesandtheclosebondthey

hadthemoremyheartaches

IseethehousedooropeningasThandilestandsby

thedoorandwavesatme,Iwavebackandsignal

herthatI'mcoming,sheputsherthumbsupthen

walksbackinside.

I'vebeeninthecarforalmostanhourandahalf

sinceIcamebackfromdroppingAmahleoff

Iwipemytearsandwalkbacktothehouse

.

.

.



Lulama

.

.

.

Me:"thefoodhereissogood,Ican'tbelieveI've

neverbeenherebefore"

Chase:"maybeit'sbecauseit'slowclass"

Me:"whatareyousaying?"

Chase:"sorryIdidn'tmeantooffendyou,I'mjust

saying,youamoresandtonwineanddinekinda

girl"

Me:"ohsonowyouknoweverythingaboutme?"

Hesighsanddrinkhiswine

Me(sighs):"sorry,Ididn'tmeanto...

Chase:"noit'scool,I'msorry,Ididn'tthinkIwas

beingoffensive,itwaswrongofmetoassumeyour

style"

Me:"noyouactuallyright,Iwouldn'tevenlookata



placelikethistocomeeat,butI'mgladyoubought

mehere"

Hesmiles

Chase:"howaboutwegetoutofhere"

Me:"wherewegoing?"

Chase:"Iwanttoshowyoumyfavoritespot"

Me:"Ithoughtthiswasyourfavoritespot?"

Chase:"Ilikeit,butit'snotmyfavorite"

Me:"Idon'tknow,it'slateandI'malreadystuffed"

Chase:"actuallyit'snotrestaurant,comeonI

promiseyou'lllikeit"

Me(smiles):"ohwhattheheck,let'sgo!"

Hecallsthewaitresstotakeourbillbeforeheading

out

Wedriveforawhile

Me:"thisroadlookscreepy"

Chase:"Iknow,that'sbecauseit'slate"

Me:"Idon'tknowaboutthisChaseweshouldn'tbe



drivinghere,thisroadlooksdodgy"

Chase:"trustme,thespotisworthit"

Isighandsitbackuncomfortably

Wefinallygettoabeautifulbuilding,lookslikea

lodge

Weheadinsideandwegostraighttothebeautiful

bigbackyardwherethere'sapoolandnicely

trimmedtrees

Me:"wowthisplaceisbeautiful(lookingaround)

verybeautiful,butshouldn'twelikecheckinfirstor

something?Idon'tthinkwecanjustwalkaround

withouttalkingtosomeoneyouknow"

Chase:"nahthere'snoneedforthat,theyknowme"

Me:"ohsothatmeansyoucancomeinforfree?"

Chase:"yep,I'mclosewiththeboss"

Me:"cool,that'sawesome"

Chase:"yeahandyouareclosewiththebossas

well"

Me:"Iam?ButI'venever....



Ilookathim

Me:"waityoumeanyou...youownthisplace?"

Henods

Me(chuckles):"wowthat'ssocool,canyougetany

cooler?"

Helaughs

Chase:"maybe,afterIshowyousomething"

Hepullsmyhandandweheaddownthebigyard

untilwereachabiglakewithwaterrunningdown

likeariver,themoonwasoutanditmadea

beautifulreflectiontothewater

Me(whispers):"woow"

Chase:"thisismyfavoritespot,Ilikecominghere

whenIneedtoclearmyheadandjustgetaway

fromeverythinghappeningintheworld,it'snicer

whenthemoonandthestarsareout,liketonight"

Ilookupatthebeautifulpeacefulsky

filledwithlittleshiningstarsandafullmoon

Chase:"Iwantedtobringyouheresowecanwatch



thestarsandmakeuppicturesfromthem"

Aladycomestousandgivesusblanketsanda

bucketwithchampagneinice,andapicnicbasket

Sheheadsbackasweseteverythingbeforesitting

downandlookingupatthesky

Me:"thewatermakesitsoundsooopeaceful,ohmy

GodIcouldfallasleephere,it'ssorelaxing"

Chase:"thethoughtofsleepingouthereiscoolbut

aroundtheearlyhoursofthemorningyou'llbe

hittingyourselflikecrazywhenbugsand

mosquitoesarecrawlingonyou"

Ilaugh,hepoursuschampagne

Me:"thankyou"

Iwasabouttodrink

Chase:"waitdon'tdrinkjustyet"

Me:"okay"

Hetakesoutsomethingfromthebasket

Heopenstheballoonsup



Me:"ohmygosharethosehotairballoons?"

Chase:"yeap"

Ismileexcitedly

Me:"Ihaven'tdonethoseinyears"

Heswitchesonthefireonthem

Chase:"okay,closeyoureyesandmakeawish"

IclosemyeyesandsilentlywishforLowelltowake

up

Chase:"remember,youcanonlymakeonewish"

Iopenmyeyesthenweletourballoonsgoasthey

flyuptothesky

Weclickourglasses

Chase:"toagoodnight"

Me:"toagoodnight"

Wedrinkupaswelayonourbacks,hepullsmeto

laymyheadonhischestaswewatchourballoons

disappearintotheskyandstartmakingpictures

fromthestars



Me:"Iseearabbit"

Chase:"noway,that'sdefinitelyaduck"

Weburstintolaughter

Me:"nonothatcan'tbeaduck!"

Chase:"I'mtellingyou,that'saduck"

Me:"it'sarabbit!

Chase;"Duck!!"

Me:"whatever,that'sarabbittome"

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Wewerewatchingamovie

IlookupathimandIcantellhe'snot



watchingthismovie

IswitchofftheTV

Hedoesn'tsayanything

Me:"hey"

Ihithischestlightly

Hecomesbackfromhisworldandlookatmewith

hisbrowsup

Noah:"yessweetcakes"

Me:"younotevenwatchingthemovie"

Helooksatthescreen

Noah:"hey,why'dyouswitchitoff,Iwaswatching

that"

Igivehimthe"reallynow"look

Noah:"I'mserious,thatisagoodmovieyou

switchedoff"

Me:"really?Whatwasitabout?"

Noah:"ititwasaboutlove"

Me:"okay,givemeasummaryofwhatyou've



watchedsofar?"

Noah:"uhm,guymeetsgirl,guyfallsinlovethen

makesgirlafriendandgirlfallsinlove,guymesses

up,girlleavesguy,afterawhileguycomesback

chasinggirlattheairportforhernottoleavetostart

hernewlifesomewhereelse,girldoesn'twanna

hearit,guygiveslonglovespeechinpublicfor

everyonetohearconfessinghisloveinpublic,girl

fallsforit,girlcancelstripandstayswithguy,and

theylivehappilyeverafter,theend"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"youjustsummarizedbasicallyeveryhollywood

romanticmoviesoutthere"

Helaughs

Noah:"thesemoviesareallthesame,tellmethat

nonofthethingsIsaiddidn'thappeninthismovie?"

Me(laughing):"theydid,speciallytheairportscene,

it'salwaysthere"

Noah"exactly"

Welaughuntilitfallssilent



Me:"butthatdoesn'tchangethefactthatyouwere

notwatchingthismovie,sotellme,whatisonyour

mind,you'vebeenindistresssincethatmigraine

attack"

Ifeelhisforehead

Me:"isitstillpainful?"

Heshakeshishead

Me:"talktomebabe"

Noah:"I'mjustworried"

Me:"aboutwhat?"

Helooksatme

Noah:"everything,you,mymom,my

brother....(sighs)I'mjustsoworriedhowthingsare

goingtoturnoutonceIrevealmyself...willitbe

good,willweallgobacktohowthingswereand

better,orwillwealljustfallapartevenmore,alotof

heartshavebeenbrokenandarestillgoingtobreak,

I'mjusttryingtopicturethebestcasescenariobutI

endupseeingtheworst..andwhatifour

relationshipcomestoanendbecauseoftherules



ourloveforeachotherbreaks"

Isighasmyheartsinks

Me:"wejusthavetobestrongNoah,yourfamily

needsyoumorethanevernow,we'llseewhat

happenstouswhenithappens,butrightnow,you

havetobethereforyourfamily....

Isitupandfacehim,healsositsup

Me:"there'ssomethingyouhavetoknow"

Noah:"whatisit?"

Me:"Lowellneedsyou,Ithinkyoutheonlyonethat

canwakehimup,youhavetolethimknowthatyou

aliveandthatyouforgivehimforeverythingand

alsoaskforforgivenessfromhim,thenlethim

knowthatyouarehisbrotherandyouforeverwill

behisbrother,heneedsyouNoah,heneedshis

hero,he'salwayslookedupatyou,youarenotonly

abrothertohimbutafatheraswell,heneedsto

knowthatyoustilllove,thatyouneverstopped

lovinghim"

Henods



Noah:"okay,I'llgoseehim"

Me:"youcan'twasteanymoretimeNoah"

Noah:"Iunderstand,I'llgookay"

Me:"when?"

(Silence)

Noah:"I'llgoseehimtomorrow"

Me:"andyourfamily?"

Noah:"canIstartwithLowellfirst..thenoncehe

wakesup,I'llshowmyselftothewholefamily"

Me:"youpromise?"

Noah:"Ipromisesweetheart"

Hepullsmebackintohisarmsaswekissbefore

restingonhischest

Myphonebeebs

ImoveawayfromNoah'sembraceandtakemy

phoneonthesidetableofthebed

IreadtheWhatsApp

(MrsNhlabathiNorah):I'msorryabouttonightonce



againIreallyhadnoidea.

I'msorryImeanttotellyouthisearlierbutsomuch

happeneditslippedmymind,butyourmotherMrs

Mthembu,she'sbeenhospitalizedforalmosta

monthnow,justincaseyouwanttocheckonher.

Goodnightsweetie

IsighheavilyasIputmyphonebackdown

Noah:"everythingokay?"

Ilookathimforawhileandshakemyheadbefore

tearsleavemyeyes,Iclosethemshakingmyhead

Me:"nothingiseverokayNoah,nothingisever

okay...

Hepullsmeintohischest

Noah:"heeyyit'llgetbetter,you'llsee"

Me:"itkeepsgettingworse,there'salways

something,myheartcanneverjustgoforoneday,

justoneday,withoutanyheartache,justoneday

Noah"

Noah:"sshhhyouwillalsogetthroughthis,you've

madeitthisfar,themorepainyougothrough,the



strongerthewomanGodisbuildingyoutobe,just

hangintheresweetheart,knowthatI'llalwaysbe

righthere,nexttoyou,holdingyouandpickingup

thebrokenpiecesandwe'llonedayputthemback

intoone,together,Iknowitwon'tbeperfectbutwith

time,itwillgetbetter,Ipromise"

Me:"Ireallydon'tknowhowmuchmoremysoulcan

take"

.

.

.

.

********

"Themostpainfultearsarenottheonesthatfall

fromyoureyesandcoveryourface...it'stheones

thatfallfromyourheartandcoveryoursoul"

*********

Tobecontinued

[12/17,15:20] :Insert79



•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

I'mwokenupbyadelicioussmell,IsniffaroundasI

stretchmybodywithmyeyesclosed,mytummy

growlsatthescentthat'sfillstheroom.

Isituponmybuttandlookattheemptyspot

besideme.

Igetoffthebedandheadtothebathroom,Ipee

beforewashingmyfaceandrinsingmymouth



IheadtothekitchenandfindNoahbusybythe

stoveshirtlesswithonlyboxers

Ileanonthekitchenentranceframeandwatchhim

hummingtothemusicplayingfromthespeaker

Me:"mmhIliketheview"

Heturnstolookatmethenbackathis

potsforawhilethenturnandwalkstowardsme

Noah:"goodmorningsweetheart"

Hepullsmeinforapeck

Me:"goodmorninghandsome"

Hesmiles

Noah:"ohhI'mhandsometodaycauseI'm

shirtless?"

Hemoveshischestmusclesupanddownflexing

Noah:"youlikewhatyousee?"

Icovermyfacelaughingathim

Me:"stopdoingthat"

Noah"why?"



Hecontinues

Me(blushing):"I'mserious!Stop"

Helaughsatmethenwekissbutthistimelonger

ashepicksmeupandputsmeontopofthe

counter

Noah:"yougoingtomakemeburnourbreakfast"

Heheadsbacktothepots

Me:"whatyoumakingtherebaby?"

Noah:"baconeggsmushroomsandpancakes"

Me:"youcanmakepancakes?"

Noah(laughs):"yeahwhocan'tmakepancakes,they

soeasy"

Me:"psshhyeahofcause,easypeasy"

Helooksatmewithasidesmile

Me:"what?"

Noah:"youcan'tmakethemcanyou?"

Ilaughshakingmyhead

Me:"Ihaven'teveneatenthembefore"



Noah:"really!?"

Ishakemyhead

Noah:"wellluckyforyouit'smyspecialty,you

abouttohavethebestyouneverhad"

Me:"youalwaysmakingmetrynewthings"

Noah:"causeIdon'twantyoutomissoutonallthe

goodthings"

Hecomestomewithmyplateoffood

andstandsin-betweenmylegs

Heputstheplatenexttomethentakesapieceof

thepancakewithsyrup

Noah:"openup,herecomesthetrain"

Ilaughopeningmymouthashefeedsme

Me:"mmmhthattastessogood"

Hetakesapieceofbaconandegg

andputsinmymouth

Me(chewing):"babe,Icanfeedmyself,yourfoodwill

getcold"



Noah:"amanneedstofeedhiswoman"

Me:"youmakingmefeellikeababy"

Noah:"youaremybabyandyoushouldstartcalling

medaddy"

IlaughasItakehisplateandfeedhim

hechewsthenpoutshislips

IpeckthemasIwrapmylegsaroundhim,wetalk

aboutrandomthings

laughingwhilefeedingeachotherandkissinghere

andthere

Noah:"onedayI'lltakeyoutoParis"

Me:"ParisasinliketheoneinfranceParis?"

Helaughs

Noah:"noasinliketheoneinSoweto"

Hesayssarcastically

Ilaughandwrapmyarmsaroundhisneck

Me:"Ican'twaitforustotraveltogether"

Noah:"allovertheworld,justyou..



Me:"andI..."

Hekissesmylipsagain

Noah:"can'tgetenoughofyourlips"

Irestmyforeheadonhis,thisisthebestfeeling

ever

Me:"Ilovethewayyoumakemefeel"

Helooksatmeamused

Me:"it'sascaryfeelingcauseit'stoomuchatthe

sametimeit'sthebestfeelingever"

Noah:"andhowexactlydoImakeyoufeel?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,Ican'texplainit"

Noah:"try"

Me(sighs):"rememberthetimewewereinCape

Town"

Noah:"howcanIforget"

Me:"wewentonthoseridesbythefunfair"

Noah:"yesIremember"

Me:"theridethatwewenton,therollercoaster,you



knowthefeelingthatyougetwhenit'satthetop

anditfallsdownontheverysteephill,andyoufeel

likeyouryourinsidesarefloatingthenitgoesup

againandslowsdown,thatrushyoufeelandthe

excitementafterwards,that'showIfeelwhenwe

beingintimateandeverytimeyoutouchmeoreven

lookatmeacertainwayit'sthewaymybreath

hitchesandIholditinfornogoodreason...Idon't

knowifitmakessense...

Noah:"itmakesperfectsensecauseyoumakeme

feelthesamewayandIcouldn'thaveexplainedit

anybetter"

Wehearaknockatthedoor

Noah:"shit!"

Hetakeshisplateandglassandputsitinthe

cupboard

Noah(whispering):"I'llbeintheroom"

Me:"whataboutyourcaroutside,theyalready

noticedI'msure"

Noah:"Icanneverbethatcarelessbabe,Derektook



it"

HepecksmylipsthenheadstothebedroomwhileI

goopenthedoor

Norah:"goodmorningMahle"

Me:"goodmorningmah,howareyoudoing?"

Imakewayforherasshemakesherwayinside

lookingaround

Norah:"I'mgood,Icould'veswornIheardyou

talkingtosomeone"

Me:"IwaswatchingTV,butIswitcheditoffassoon

asIheardaknock"

Norah:"ohokay,I'msureyounoticedthehousewas

cleanwhenyoucame?"

Me:"ohyesInoticed,soyoutheonewhocleansit?"

Norah:"yes,Iusuallycomehereeverymorningto

cleanbeforegoingtothehospital"

Me:"youdon'thavetoworryaboutthattoday,I'lldo

it,wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?"

Norah"ohNothankyouIjusthadbreakfast,I



actuallyboughtyousomecauseIknewtherewas

nothinginthishouse,butIseeyousorted?"

Me(chuckles):"yes,IcalledanUberlastnightand

wenttobuyafewthings"

Norah:"I'msorryIshould'vetookyoushopping

beforedroppingyouoffhere"

Me:"it'sokay,alothappenedlastnight,nonofus

werethinkingaboutthat"

Norah:"okay,youknowwhat,I'llhavethatdrink"

Me(smiles):"Good,pleasehaveaseat"

Shewalkstotheloungeandsits

MyheartstartspoundingatthethoughtofNoahin

thebedroom

Ipourhersomecoldrinkandserveher

thensitoppositeher

Norah:"areyouokay?"

Inod

Me:"yes,I'mokay"



Norah:"it'sjustyesterdayyouweresohurt,Iwas

worriedaboutyou"

Me:"I'msosorryforactingthatway,maybeI

overreactedabit,it'sjustalltheflashbacksthat

scaredme,butI'mfine"

Norah:"look,it'snotthatIdon'tbelieveyouorI'm

takingsides,butIthinkyoushouldhearyoursister

out,shehasalotofthingsshewantstoclarifyto

you,andIthinkifyoutalktoher,you'llalsoseethat

shemeansnoharm"

Isigh

Norah:"butyoudon'thavetoifyoudon'twantto,I

wasjustsaying,Ihavenoideawhatyouwent

throughandIcan'timagineyourpain,butIbelieve

intwosidesofthestory,IknowhersidebutIdon't

reallyknowyourside,Ionlyknowthatyou've

disownedyourfamilyandyouveryangrycauseof

thewaytheytreatedyou?"

Me:"IIwasabusedgrowingupbymystepmother

whoithoughtwasmymother,shetreatedme

differentlyfromherchildren,ThandileandThulile,



andaswegrewupmysisterspickeduptheway

momtreatedmeandalsostartedtreatingmethe

sameway,theywerealwaysagainstmebullying

me,theyenjoyedseeingmeinpain,thethingsIwas

madetodo...IevenquestionhowdidIsurviveallof

that,howamInotdead,Thandileonlystartedbeing

abitnicetomewhenshehadherbaby,that'swhen

shestartedfeelingsympathywhenIgotbeatings,I

don'tknowwhatchangedherbutshewasstillno

differentwhenhersisterandmotherwerearound,

shelikedmeinsecretandIjustnevertookher

seriouslycauseshewasonlypretendingme"

Norah:"nowIgetit,comeherebaby"

Igetupandgositnexttoherasshegivesmeahug

Norah:"Idon'tthinkThandilewaspretendingtolike

you,Ithinkshewaspretendingtohateyouforher

mother,Ithinkyoushouldhearhersideofthestory

aswell"

Me:"soisitjustacoincidencethatherMotherisin

Joburgaswell?"

Norah:"itis,itreallyisandifyoutalktoher,youwill



getyouranswers"

Inod

Me:"okay,I'lltalktoher"

Shesmilesandwipesmytears

Norah:"you'vebeenthroughsomuch,it'stimeyou

startyourhealingjourney,andtalkingisthefirst

step"

Me:"okay,butIwanttostartwithmymotherin

hospitalfirst,IneedanswersfromherbeforeIcan

forgiveanyone"

Shenods

Norah:"ofcause,andifyoueverneedanother

motherorshouldertocryon,I'mavailable"

Ilaughabitbeforehuggingher

Me:"youthekindestpersonI'veevermet,Iwishyou

weremybiologicalmother"

Shelaughsasshesniffs

Weletgoofeachother



Norah:"Ireallywishthingsturnedoutdifferentlyfor

youandmyson,you'dmemydaughterinlaw"

Ismilelookingdown

Me:"Norah....uhmImeanMrs...

Norah:"NopleaseyoucancallmeNorah"

Me(smiles):"canItellyousomething"

Norah:"dotell"

Me:"yoursonisgoingtobeokay,he'sgoingtowake

upbecauseofyourfaithinhim,please,nevergive

uponyourfaith,yourfamilyisgoingtocomeback

togetheragain,andthistimebetterthanbefore,it

willbefilledwithsomuchloveyouwon'tknowwhat

todowithitall,youwillbehappyNorah,Iknowthis

isnotmyplacetosaybut,Bonganiistheone,he

alwayshasbeenandalwayswill,thespellhasbeen

broken,he'snowthemanyoufellinlovewith,you

twojustneedtostartover,Ibelievethisdivorceis

neededbecauseyourmarriagewasnotboundby

thebloodofJesusbutbythespellofthedevil"

Shelooksatmeconfusedwithmuchangeratthe



sametimeasifshe'sabouttoslapmeacrossmy

face

Norah:"howdoyouknowallthis?"

Me:"Ihaveagift,I'matraditionalprophetandhealer,

whenIranawayIwenttoanswermycallingallthe

wayinKZN"

Shestandsup

Norah:"Ihavetogo"

Me:"mah,Ididn'tmeantomeddleinyourbusiness,

butwhenIhuggedyou,everythingwasrevealedto

me,I'msorry"

Norah:"enjoytherestofyourday"

Sheclicksherheelsandmakesherwayout

Iburrymyfaceinmyhands

IhearthedoorlockingIlookupandfindNoah

makinghiswaytome,hesitsnexttome

Noah:"what'sthematter?"

Me:"Iusedmygiftonyourmother,nowIthinkshe's

madatme"



Herubsmyback

Noah:"she'snotmad,she'sprobablystilltryingto

digestwhateveryoutoldher,butshe'llcome

around"

Ilookathim

Me:"whenyougoingtoseeLowell?"

Noah:"latertonight"

Inod

Me:"IhavetogetreadysoIcangocheckon

Lulama'smotherinhospital"

Noah:"okay,let'sgetreadythen"

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.



.

.

Islowlyopenmyeyeslazilyasthelighthurtsmy

eyes

Istretchandrubmyeyesbeforesittingup

Chase:"goodmorning"

Hemakeshiswayinthebedroompushingatable

withcoveredfood

towardsme

Me:"goodmorning"

Chase:"yousleptwell?"

Me:"verywell,Idon'trememberthelasttimeIwent

tobedwithoutcrying"

Hesmilesasheopensthefood

Chase:"preparedyoubreakfast"

Me:"youmadethis?"

Chase:"okayit'sroomservice"

Ilaugh



Hesitsonthebedandweeatourbreakfast

Chase:"Iwishyoudidn'thavetoleavetoday"

Me:"Ican'tstayhereChase,Ihavetogo"

Chase:"doyouthinkwecandothismoreoften?"

Me:"wellthiswasourseconddate,Ithinkitcan

happenoften"

Hechucklesandsmiles

Chase:"areyousureyoureadyforthis?Idon'twant

togettooexcited,onlytogethurtanddisappointed"

Me(sighs):"let'stakethingsslowly,webothtryingto

moveonfromhurt,soweshouldn'trushthis

process"

Chase:"Iunderstand"

Me:"good"

Chase:"butwoulditberushingifIkissedyouright

now?"

Iblushshakingmyhead

Hemovescloserandweshareakiss



.

.

.

Thandile

.

.

.

Ijustputmybabytosleepafterbreastfeedingher.

Myboobsaresopainfulandtheyareleaking.

Igotakeherbottleandthebreastpumptofillher

bottle.

AfterseeingAmahleyesterdayIwasdisappointed,I

didnotexpectherreaction,I'vebeenlookingforher

forsolongandIwassoexcitedtofinallyfindher

whichwasmywholepointofcomingtoJoburg,I

guessIexpectedabetterreactionbutIalso

understandwhyshereactedthatway,shewas

terrifiedandshethoughtIcamewithMom,after

everythingshe'sbeenthroughIunderstandher,I

justhopeshegivesmeachancetobethesisterI



neverwaswithher,thesistershedeserves.I

honestlyhatemyselfforbeingpartofherpain

growingup,IwishIknewbetter,Ionlyrealizedhow

badmomwastreatingherandhowuncoolitwas

afterhavingmyownbaby,givingbirthisthemost

painfulthingwomenhavetogothroughandI

wouldn'twanttogothroughsomuchpainonlyfor

mychildtobetreatedthewayAmahlewastreated,

itwassosowrongandIprayeverydayforGodto

forgivemeforbeingpartofsuchacruelact.

ThingswithMenziandIarestillthesame,Ieven

gaveupaskingforforgivenesssinceheblockedme

everywhere,hewillneverforgiveme,andIthinkit's

timeIacceptedthat.

Myphoneringsdisturbingmefrommythoughts

Ipickitup

Me:"hello?"

"Hey"

Me:"who'sthis?"

"It'smeRied"



MyheartskipabeatasI'moverwhelmedbyfear

"Iwanttobeinmybaby'slife,I'llgiveyoutimeto

processthisbutIwillbeinmybaby'slifewhether

youapproveornot"

Idropthecallquickly,Itakeoffthebatteryandsim

cardbeforecrashingitonthefloor,Iheadtothe

bedroomtocheckuponmybabyandshe's

sleepingpeacefully,Ikissheronthecheekmultiple

times

Me(whisperingwithashakyvoice):"mommyloves

youbaby,andIpromiseI'llprotectyouwith

everythinginme,thatmanwillnevercomenearus

ever...(sighs)...ohmyGod,I'msoscared,butwewill

survive,weareprotected"

IheadouttheroomtoNorah'sbedroom,Iopenher

closetandtakeoutoneofherlongheels

Iheadbacktotheloungewithit,Ibangthephone

withthesharpheeluntillitcrashesunrecognizably,

mywholebodyisshakinginfear,Ihearaloudbang

bythedoorasifit'sthepoliceknockingroughly,my

heartracesasIfeellikeI'mabouttopassoutwhile



lookingtowardsthedoor

.

.

.

Norah

.

.

.

Ipulloverbythedriveway,Itakemyphoneand

pursethenheadinsidethehouse,Istillhavethe

keyssoIletmyselfinside

Me:"Bongani!"

Ilookalloverbuthe'snotaroundsoIheaduptohis

bedroom

Ibudgeinonlytofindhimbuttnakedsittingonthe

bedlotioninghimself

Iquicklyclosemyeyes

Me:"ohhhshit!Sorry,Ididn'tknowyouwerenaked"



Bongani:"it'sokaybaby,it'snotlikeyouhaven't

seenitbefore"

Hesaysinadeeplowseductivetone

Hisverydeepvoiceisoneofthereasonsmy

teenagestupidselffellforhim

Me:"uhmI'llwaitinthelounge,pleasehurry"

Bongani:"wait,canyoupleasehelpme,Ialways

struggletoreachaspotonmyback,it'salwaysdry

causeIcan'treachitandyoualwayslotioneditfor

me"

Me:"don'tstartwithmeBongani,howwereyou

copingwithoutmeallthistime"

Bongani(sighs):"itwasthehardesttimeofmylife,I

needyoumamabear"

Isighwithmyhandstillovermyeyes

Iturnandwalkawaytothelounge

IwaitforhimasIgothroughhisphonewhichwas

justonthetable

Icouldn'thelpbutsnooptohismessageson



WhatsAppandsmses

andtherewasnothingthatIwas

hopingtofind,Iwenttohisgallery

lookingatourpictures

"Foundanythinginteresting?"

Iimmediatelythrewhisphoneonthecouchina

flashoflightning

Me:"finally,Bongani,pleasedon'twasteanymoreof

mytime,I'mhereforthedivorcepapers,justsign

thestupidpaperssowecanbothmoveonwithour

lives,please"

Hemoveshiswheelchairclosertome,helooksat

meforawhilewithoutsayinganything,Ilookaway

fromhiseyesafterawhile,he'salwaysbeen

intimidatingandIcouldneverkeepup

astaringsessionwithhim,histryingtoplaywith

myemotions

Me:"I'mnotplayingthistimeBongani,nextvisitI'm

comingwithmylawyerandwetakingthistocourt,

whatareyounothappywiththesettlement?Doyou



wanttonegotiatesomething?Youdon'twantme

keepingthehouse?Isthatit?"

Hemovesthewheelchairtowardstheotherroom

whichishisoffice

Hecomesbackcarryingabigbrownenvelope,he

handsittome

Bongani:"thereyougo,signed"

Ilookatitthenathim

Me:"really?"

Henods

Me:"yousignedthem?"

Bongani:"that'swhatyouwanteddidn'tyou?"

InodasItakethemoutoftheenvelope

Theyarereallysigned,it'shissignature

It'sdone,ourmarriageisover

Me:"sothisisit"

Bongani(sighsheavily):"yeah,thisisit"

Ifeelmyheartclenchinginpainandtearsburning



myeyes

Me:"well,Iguesswearenowdivorcedthen"

Bongani:"wedon'thavetobeNorah,wecantear

thesepapersandbetogether"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,it'salittletoolateforthatnow,wearedone,

despiteeverythingwe'vebeenthrough,I'llforever

cherishthelovewehadforeachotherbeforeallthe

bullshitstarted,haveanicelifeBongani,andIhope

youfindawomanwhowillloveandappreciateyou

andwhoyouwillloveandappreciateandnotabuse

her,beabettermantoher,themanyoufailedtobe

forme"

Igetupandwalkaway,hestopsmewrappinghis

armsaroundmywaist

hepullsmetostandinbetweenhislegsashehugs

merestinghisheadonmybelly

Me:"Bongani....

Bongani:"I'msosorryNorah,foreverything,ifI

couldturnbackthehandsoftimeandtakeitall



back,Iwould,everythingthathappenedbetweenus

withourfamily,it'snotawayIeverimagined

myselftreatingyou,whenImarriedyou,Ihadthe

intentionsoftreatingyoulikethequeenyouare,I

swear,I'llforeverbesorryNorah,fortherestofmy

lifeI'msorrytoyouandourkids,I'msosorry,I

remembereverythingandI'mashamedofmyself,

thewayIletwhateverspellthatwascursedonus

controlme,itjustprovesthatIalsohadthosebad

personalitytraitsinmethat'swhyitwassoeasyfor

metoactthewayIdid,totreatyouallthewayIdid,

IdestroyedmyfamilyandI'msosorry"

Hebreaksdownintotearsholdingmetightly,I

brushhisshouldersasIbreakdownaswell.

Ipushhimawayroughly

Me:"sorry....Ihavetogo"

Irunouttowardsthedoor

"Norah!!"

Igetinmycaranddriveofftryingtocalmmyself

down



.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

It'snowverylateatnight,it'smidnight,andI'm

parkedoutsidethehospital.

Thehospitalisemptyandit'snotbusy

I'mparkedatthebackparkingreservedfordoctors

only.

Itakethekeysforthesecretbackdoor

thatweuseforemergenciesorshortcutstogetto

theparkingquicker

IheadinsidethenwalktoLowell'sward

Ihadtomakesurenoonesawmewalkingin,I

closethedoorassoonasIgetinthenwalktohis



bed.

Ilookathimforawhilejustsleepingonthebed

lifeless

ItakeoutthelittlewaterbottleAmahlegavemeto

sprinklearoundhim,shesaidit'sholywaterasshe

firstblesseditbyprayingforit.

Isprinkleitalloverhisbedandaroundhim

AfterIwasdoneIsitonthechairnexttohim

Me:"heylilbro"

IfeelapaininsidemychestasIwatchhimjust

sleepingtheresostill

Me:"heyman,comeon,it'stimetowakeupnow,it's

enoughnowbro"

Hedoesn'tbudge

Isighandbrushmyface,Idon'tknowwhyAmahle

believedIreallycouldwakehimup

Istareathimhopinghe'dfeelmypresence

somehowandwakeup

Iknowthisisimpossible,I'veseenmanypatientsin



thissituationandittakessomethingreallyspecial

totriggersomeonetowakeupfromacoma,

sometimesitjustbethetreatment

thatwakesthemup

Me:"okaylook,Iknowalothashappenedbetween

usandwewerenotongoodterms,ourbrotherhood

justflewoutthewindowlikeitwasnothing,welet

thingscomebetweenussoeasilyasifourbond

wasneverstrongenough,I'mveryashamedand

deeplyhurtbythat,Ineverthoughtwomenwould

besomethingthatcomesbetweenus,Inever

entertainedwomencauseIwasalwaysavoiding

thesetypeofsituations,butIwasneveravoiding

themforyou,Iexpectedthiskindofbeeffromall

thosemotherfuckingfakebroswecallfriendswe

haveourthere,Ineverknewsuchbetrayalwouldit

hitthisclosetohome,

(Sighs)lookIwasmadbutIwasneverreallythat

madbecauseIlovedlulama,Iknewthatshewas

capableofthisandifshecheatedonmewith

someoneelseIwould'veletitgo,Iwasjusthurtby

thebetrayalfrommyownbrother,theonlypersonI



trustedwithmylifeaftermymother,Ineverthought

you'ddomelikethat,Imean,whatifIdidlove

Lulamaforreal,you'ddothatshittomebro?BitI'm

notheretoremindyouofthebadthingswedidto

eachother,I'mjustheretosaythat...Iforgiveyou

broandIloveyousomuch,Iwantyoutowakeup

sowecanmakethingsupandbeafamilyagain,I

missyousomuchandInevermeanttohurtyouso

badly,Itooktherevengetoofar,I'mhere,I'mnot

dead,I'malive,IfakedmydeathtopunishyouandI

tookthingstoofarwiththewholemakingyou

hallucinatethingtoo,Ihopeyoufinditinyourheart

toforgiveme,I'msorrysorry....

Ifeelmyeyesburnabitastearsthreatenme

Igetupandgivehimahug

Me(sniffs):"Iloveyoulilbro,pleasewakeupman,I

promiseI'llbeabetterbigbrotherforyou,please...

Ifeelhishandontopofmybackholdingmeback,I

jumpupstandingupstraightasmyheartraces

Me:"Lowell?"

Lowell:"supbro...



Me:"hhooshit...

Ipressthebuttonforadoctortocomein,anurse

comesinrushing

Nurse:"iseverythingok?"

Me:"yeah,uhmhewokeup,pleasetakecareofhim"

ShechecksonhimasIslowlytakestepsback

whileshe'sconcentratedonhim

"Andwhoareyousir?...

SheasksasImakemywayoutandheadbackto

mycardrivingoffimmediatelymyheartbeat

increasingfearfully

.

.

.

*******

"Onceabrother,alwaysabrother,nomatterthe

distance,nomatterthedifferenceandnomatterthe

issue..there'snootherlovelikethelovefora

brotherandthere'snootherlovelikethelovefroma



brother"

******

Tobecontinued

.

.

Pleasebepatientwithme,IgotatestthisSunday

andanassessmentdueMondayandamajor

researchassignmentdueFriday,pleasebarewith

me Imissy'alltoo

[12/17,15:20] :Insert80

•

•

•

•

•

Amahle

•

•



•

•

•

Ijustfinishedprayingandpreparingsome

traditionalmedicationforLulama'smother,her

sicknessis

causedbythedishonestyandsecrets

thatledtothebirthofLulamaandI

andbecauseofmysufferinginthehandsof

anotherwomanwhileshewasstillaliveand

keepingmesecret,hersicknesswasawayof

punishmentfromtheancestorsuntilsheearns

myforgivenessandbuildsabondwithme.It's

reallyscaryknowingthismuchinfospeciallyabout

somethingthatinvolvesme,Ithoughtmygiftwas

formetohelpotherpeoplewiththeirproblemsI

didn'tthinkit'dalsoworkforme,butIguessit

makessensesincemygreatgrandmotherdidsayit

wasgiventometoprotectme.

Iwasabouttoswitchoffthelights



andgetinbedwhenIheardaknock

atthedoor

Igotowardsthekitchentothemaindoor

Me:"whoisit"

Hedoesacertainbeatatthedoor

Iimmediatelyrecognizeit

IsmileasIturnthelockandopen

Me:"hey"

Noah:"hey"

ImakewayforhimtocomeinasI

closeandlockthedoorbehindhim

Noah:"don'ttellmeyouwereabouttosleepso

early"

Me:"early?It'soneo'clockinthemorning"

Noah:"ohpleaseeventhechickensarestillup"

Ilaugh

Me:"inwhichworldareyoulivingin?OhIforgotyou



areghost"

HeburstsintolaughterasherunsformebutI

managetoduckhimandrun

towardsthebedroom,hecatchesme

beforeIcouldmakeitinside,hepicksmeupand

throwsmeonthebed

ticklingme

Me(laughingoutloud):"I'msoooorryyyI'msorry!!I

wasjoking!!Pleeeeeease!!"

Noah:"who'saghosthuh?DoIlooklikeaghostto

you!?"

Me(laughingoutofbreath):"Ididn'tmeeeaaniiiiiit!!!

PleeeeeeaseDaddy!!!"

Hestopssittingonmewearingasmirk

onhisface

Noah(licksandbiteshislip):"whatyoucallme?"

Me:"Daddy?"

Noah:"areyoutryingtogetyourselffuckedmamie?"



Me:"Ijustwantyourforgivenessdaddy"

Noah:"Ithinkit'sabadideaforyoutocallmethat

sweetheart"

Hegetsbetweenmylegslyingontopofmemaking

mefeelhisthickharddick

Me:"amImakingyoufeelhotandbothereddaddy?"

Hesmileschucklesburyinghisfaceonmy

shoulder

Noah:"yoyousaydaddyonemoretime,IswearI'm

goingtocumonmypants"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"okay,getoffmenowdaddy"

Helooksatmewithacutefrownonhisface

Noah:"okay,that'sit,it'soverforyou"

Heslideshishandundermypanty

andstartsrubbingmyinnerlabia

Me(moans):"mmhbaaabestop"

Ipushhimawaygently,hegetsup



andcollapsesnexttome

Iturntolookathimashe'sstaring

attheceiling

Me:"youokaylove?"

Noah:"Idon'tknowhowIfeel"

Me:"howdiditgo?Didyouusethewater?"

Noah:"yeahIdid"

Me:"it'sokaylove,hedoesn'thavetowakeupon

thefirsttry,youshouldgoseehimagaintomorrow"

Heturnshisheadandlooksatme

Noah:"he'sawake"

Myheartskipsabeatnervously

Me:"oh?"

Helooksbackattheceiling

Me:"uhmwhatdidhesay?Didheseeyou?"

Noah:"hesaid'supbro'welookedateachotherin

theeyes,eventhoughheclosedthemandpassed

outagainbutthenursecameandattendedhim"



Me:"Iguessthisisgoodnewsthen,youfinallyhave

yourbrotherback"

Noah:"yeah"

Iplacemyhandonhischest

Me:"Ithoughtyou'dbehappy?"

Helooksatme

Noah:"maybeifthingsweredifferentI'dbehappy,

butnow,I'mworried,Isaidalot,Iwonderifheheard

everything"

Isitupasmyheartbeatincreases

Me:"didyousayanythingaboutus?"

Heshakeshishead

Noah:"no,Ididn't"

Me(sighs):"okay,well,Iguessthat'sgood"

Hesitsupandlooksatmewithafrownonhis

forehead

Noah:"why?WhyisitagoodthingthatIdidn'ttell

himaboutus?Doyoustillwannabewithhim?"



Me:"Noofcausenot,Idon'twanttobewithhim"

Noah:"thenwhydidyousaythat?"

Me:"Imean....everythinghashappenedsoquickly,

hegoesinacomaforafewmonthsandI'vealready

movedonwithhisbrother?Howwouldyoufeelif

someonedidthattoyou?"

Noah:"ifIwastreatingthemlikeshit,anddidn'tcare

fortheirfeelingsorhowmuchpainIinflictedon

them...honestlyIwouldn'tcare"

Me:"Igetit,buthealreadytriedtokillhimselfNoah,

weshouldn'tbemakinghimfeellikedoing

somethinglikethatagain"

Noah:"sowhatareyousayingAmahle?Thatwe

shouldremainasecretforever?Orweshouldbreak

up?"

Myeyeswidenhurtbyhiswords

Itakehishand

Me:"No,that'snotwhatI'msaying,I'msaying,we

shouldtakethingsslowly,givehimtimetorecover

first,todealwitheverything,Imeanhejustfound



outyouarealive,heneedstodigestallofit,hejust

cameoutofacomaNoah,don'tyouthinkit'sonly

fairwegivehimtime,forhimtoacceptthathe's

nowbackintherealworldandfigureouthowhe

wantstolivehislife,he'syourbrotherbabe,doyou

reallywantustohurthimlikethisrightnow?"

Heremainsquietandyanksmyhand

off

Me:"Iwilltellhimeverythingaboutus,Ipromise,all

I'msayingislet'swaitabit,lethimtakein

everythingfirst,whenthetimeisright,I'llbreakit

downtohim,Idon'twantyouguysfightingagain,

whoknowswhowilldieforrealthistime,Idon't

wantyouguyskillingeachotherbecauseofme

again,I'mreallynotworthit,yourbrother,your

familyshouldalwayscomefirst"

Noah:"firstofall,pointofcorrections,youareworth

it,youarewortheverythingtomeandyoucome

first,familydoesn'talwaysmeanblood,youmy

familytoo"

Asmilethreatensmyface



Noah(sighs):"fine,Iguessit'llbeinsensitivetotell

himeverythingrightaway,wenotsureifhestillhas

thosesuicidalthoughtsinhishead,Iguesswaiting

abitlongerwon'thurt"

Me(smiles):"Iknewyou'dunderstand"

Ipullhiminforahug,heholdsmeback

ashekissesmyneck,weletgoafterawhile

Noah:"IguessIhavetorevealmyselftoeveryone

nowsinceLowellmightsaysomething"

Me:"yeah,I'msureheprobablythoughthewas

hallucinating"

Noah:"probably"

Me:"sowhenwillyoudoit?"

Noah:"I'llfirstwaitforeveryonetoknowthathe's

awake,thenI'llstopbyandsayhi"

Ilaugh

Me:"andsayhi,really"

Helooksatmesmiling



Noah:"comehere"

Igetupandsitonhimfacinghim

Hewrapshisarmsaroundmywaist

Noah:"givemeakiss"

Wekiss,peckingeachothermultipletimesandone

longpeck

Noah:"howdidyourvisitgo?"

Me(sighs):"sheneverwokeup,shewasjust

sleeping,IwaitedfortwohoursuntilIjustleft,the

doctorshavehersomethingthatputhertodeep

sleep,soI'llgoseeheragaintoday"

Noah:"yeahyoudothat"

Hepecksmylips

.

.

.

Thandile

.



.

.

Iheadtothekitchentopreparemilkformybaby

whenIfindNorahinthekitchen

Me:"goodmorning"

Shedoesn'trespondasshe'stooconcentratedon

thepot

Itakethethebottles

Me:"helloo?"

Itaphershoulder,shejumpsstartling

assheturnstolookatme

Norah:"Thandile..youscaredme"

Me:"sorrydidn'tmeantoscareyou"

Norah:"it'sokay,hopeyouhaveanappetite,Imade

breakfast"

Me:"that'salotoffoodforjustthetwoofus"

Shelooksatthefood

Norah(sighs):"Iknow,Igotcarriedaway,cooking



usuallyhelpsmerelaxandbrightensmymood,I

guessitdidn'tworktoday"

Me:"what'sthematter?"

Norah:"Bonganisignedthepapers"

Me(smiles):"ohhfinally,whatfinallymadehimdo

it?"

Shelooksdownsadly,mysmiledisappears

Me:"I'mguessingit'snotagoodthinganymore?"

Shesighsandturnsbacktoherpots

Norah:"it'sagoodthingIguess,ourrelationship

wasverytoxic,butIcan'tignorethefactthatIwas

onceinlovewithhimforsomanyyears,andyou

can'tjuststoplovingsomeonewhomyouthought

wasyoursoulmate,someonewhowasyourfirst

everything,andyouknowhowrarethatkindoflove

istofind,atmyage,Imightnevergetthatlucky

again"

Me:"Iknowwhatyoumean,butNorah,youareso

beautiful,youlookyearsyoungerthanyouactually

are,whenIfirstmetyouIthoughtyouwereinyour



earlythirties,Iknowforafactthatamanwillsweep

youoffyourfeetandloveandappreciateyoumore

thananyoneeverhas,IknowBonganiwasyourfirst,

buthedoesn'thavetobeyouronlyoryourlast,

therearemenout

therewaybetterthanhimwhohavelotsofloveto

give,youwillfindlove,Godknowshowmuchyou

deserveit"

Shesmilesfaintly

Norah:"it'sjust,Ijustrealizedthat,I'velostallthe

menwhomeanttheworldtome,mydadistheonly

oneleft,whoknowsforhowlong"

Me:"don'tsaythat,Ithoughtwehadfaiththatyour

sonwillwakeupfromthecoma,youhaven'tlost

himyet"

Norah:"yeahbutwe'llbeswitchingoffthemachines

soon"

Me:"I'msorry"

Norah:"it'sokay,IguessIonlyhavemyselfto

blame"



Me:"please,don'tdothat,don'tblameyourself,you

willneverhealifyoudothat"

Sheremainsquiet

Norah:"anyway,yesterdayyourvoicemailsounded

likeyouwerefreakedout,Icouldn'taskyoucauseI

whencamebackyouweresleeping"

Me:"Iheardaroughknockatthedoor,Ithoughtit

waspoliceorrobberstryingtoopenthedoor,butit

turnedouttobethegardner"

Norah:"ohsorryaboutthat,hedoesn'tknowhowto

usethebellsoItellhimtoknockveryloudaswe

mightnothearhisknockscauseofthethickdoor

andthehouseisbigsoIwouldn'thearhimfromthe

room"

Me:"ohhhyohhescaredthehelloutofme"

Shelaughsabit

Norah:"don'tworry,thisplaceisverysafeand

secured,securitywouldn'tletjustanyonein"

Me(sighs):"yeahIguessyouright"

Norah:"letmefishupforus"



Me:"okay,letmegocheckonmybabyfirst"

Norah:"youdothat"

Iheadupstairstothebedroom

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Me:"heyguys,welcometomylive"

ItakeasipofmywineasIwaitfor

peopletotuneintomyinstagramandFacebooklive,

Idecidedtogoonbothatthesametime

Me:"heyhey,I'mgoodthanks"

Thecommentsstartblowingup

asmyviewsriseupbythesecond



I'mnowon20kviews

Me:"it'sgoodtoknowyouguysarestillhereforme

eventhoughI'vebeenscarceforawhile"

Ireadthecomments

"Welcomebackbabe"

"OhmyGoshmyAfricanQueen"

"Yourmakeuponpointasalways"

Me:"thankyouguys,IjustthoughtIshouldloginto

keepyouguysupdatedaboutwhat'sgoingon,I'm

sureyouaskingyourselvesmanyquestions,and

I'mheretoanswertoday,asyoucanseeIgotmy

winesoyouknowI'mabouttospillthetea,Iadvise

youtousethisopportunitywiselyhey"

IsetaQandA

"Isittruethatyourbrotherinlawandyourhusband

passedawayonthesameday? "

Me:"sameday?Wheredoyouguysgetthese

rumors?Anyway,no,it'snottrue,andmybrotherin

lawisnotdeadhe'sinacoma..next!"



"Areyousureyouokay?Imeanlosingababyisno

child'splay,isittruethatyouabortedit?"

Isighandtakeabigsipofmywine

Me:"Ididn'thaveanabortion,Igavebirthtoadead

baby,stillbirth,andNoI'mnotokay,I'mhurt,butI

can'tsitaroundandsulkmywholelife,I'llbeokay"

ThemoreIreadmorequestionsthe

morepersonaltheybecomehurting

myheart

"Whyareyounotvisitingyourmotherinhospital?

Haveyoufixedyourrelationshipwithher?"

SometimesIwonderhowthesepeopleevenknow

somethingsaboutmy

family,doesbeingrichreallybringthismuch

attention?IguessIlikedbeingpopularbeforeIhad

problems,nowitseemslikeeveryoneknowsmy

problems

"IsittrueyousleptwithboththeNhlabathi

brothers?"



"RumorsfromthehospitalsaythatLowell

Nhlabathiconfessedthathegotyoupregnant,how

trueisthat?"

"TothinkIusedtolookuptoher"

"Youshouldbespendingtimewithyourmother,she

needsyou,insteadyoubusywithpeoplewhodon't

evencareaboutyou"

"Sowho'sbabydidyouloseLowell'sorNoah's?"

"Youneedtostartgymgirl,contactmeforherbalife

productsifyouneed"

Me:"okayguysthere'sjustsomanyofyou,Iwon't

beabletoanswerallyourquestions,Ijust

rememberedthere'ssomewhereIneedtobe,we'll

definitelydothisliveagain,verysoon,Iloveyou

guys,byeeee!"

IswitchitoffasIgulpdownmywholedrink,Ipour

anotherglassandgulpitdown

Igetupandchangeintosomething

morecomfortable,I'vegainedalot

ofweight,afterlosingmymybaby



Ididn'ttakecareofmybodyorbother

losingthebabyfatandfoodhad

beenmyescape,itmakesmefeel

betterwhenIstartthinkingtoomuch

andgettingsad.

Idriveouttothehospital,Ihaven't

seenmymotherinawhile,Ikind

ofgaveuponher,Iknowshemight

dieanytimeandIjustcan'tstand

seeingherlikethat,butIguess

theinstagrampeoplearecorrect,Ishouldbewith

her.

Igettoherward,Istandbythedoor

asIwatchAmahlesittingnexttoher

holdingherhandandnotsayinganything

Me:"bondingwithyourmother?"

Shequicklylet'sgoofherhandandstandsup



Amahle:"Lulama,Ididn'texpectyoutobehere"

Me:"youdon'texpectmetocheckuponmysick

mother?"

Amahle:"Ididn'tmeanitlikethat,Ijust

thought...(sighs)nevermind,I'llleave"

Me:"No,don'tgo"

Shelooksatme,Iwalkinfurtheras

Istandontheothersideofthebed

Me:"stay,please"

Shesitsbackonthechair,there'sawkwardsilence

aswebothstareat

momwho'ssleeping

Me:"I'msoscared"

Ilookupatherandfindherlookingatme

Me:"Idon'twanttolosehertoo"

Amahle:"she'snotgoinganywhere,she'llgetbetter,

havefaithinher"

Me:"she'salwaysgettingsick,butthistime,it's



worse"

Amahle:"Iknow,butyouhavetobestrongforher,

webothhaveto"

(Silence)

Me:"sowhyareyouhere?"

Amahle:"she'smymothertooafterall"

Me:"doesthatmean.....?

Shelooksatmeandnods

Amahle:"yeah,Iwanttogiveherachance,Iwantto

gettoknowher,Ineedanswers,webothdo"

Me:"soyoualsogivingusachance?Forustobe

sisters?"

Amahle:"Imean,alothashappenedbetweenusand

Idon'ttrustyou,but

Iamcurious"

Me:"metoo,I'mcurious,I'veneverthoughtina

millionyearsI'dhaveasister,letaloneatwinsister"

Shesmilesandchucklesabit



Amahle:"metoo,IthoughtIwastheonlydarkugly

ducklinginthisworld"

Ifrown

Me:"excusemesis,speakforyourself,I'mvery

beautiful,youshouldconsideryourselfluckytobe

lookingexactlylikeme"

Shelaughsrollinghereyesatme

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Amahle:"canwepleasepray?"

Me:"Idon'tbelieveinGod"

Amahle:"youdon'thavetosayanything,we'lljust

holdhands"

Me:"okay"

Webothtakeeachofmom'shandandreachoutto

holdeachother

Amahle:"Almightyfatherwhoartinheaven,we

humbleourselvestoyousufficientgrace,Iknow

whatyouarecapableofLordandIaskyouto

pleasedoitagainfather,Ipraythatyoutouchour



motherwithyouhealinggracioushands,mayher

darknessbeovercomebyyourblindinglight,

refreshhersoulandshowheryoueternal

mercifulness,inthenameofJesusChristof

Nazarethwepray,Amen"

Iopenmyeyes,shelooksatme

Amahle:"youdidn'thavetoshoutAmenthatloud"

Shelaughs,Ichuckleandrollmyeyesather

Me:"Amen...areyouhappynow?"

Amahle:"very"

Wegiggle,shelooksatourhandsaswehaven'tlet

goyet

Ifeelmom'shandsqueezingme

Webothlookather

Amahle:"youfeltthat"

Me:"yeah,Ithinkshe'swakingup"

"A..Amen"

Shewhispersandsmilesabitwithhereyesstill



closed,welookateachother

.

.

.

Norah

.

.

.

Me:"youkiddingme?"

Nurse:"NomamIcouldneverkidaboutsuch"

Me:"ohmyGod,thenwhyamIstillstandinghere?

Letmegoseemyson"

Nurse:"thisway"

IfollowherasIfeelmyheartbeatingfasterwith

eachstep

Wegettohisward

Westandabitofadistancefromhis



bedasIwatchhimstaringattheceiling

Me:"mybaby"

Hetiltshisheadashiseyeslandonme

Hesmilesandstretchesouthishand

weakly

Nurse:"he'sstillveryweak,hisbodyisdrainedand

hisbrainwasgreatlyaffectedsohemightbeslow

tocatchonwithsomethings,there'salsoahigh

possibilityofamnesia,butsofarheansweredthe

fewsimplequestionsweaskedhimcorrectly,he

knowshisname,andhisfamily,hedoesn't

rememberhowheendeduphere,butifwegiveit

timesomethingswillcomebacktohimeventually"

Imovetowardshisbed,Iholdhis

handandhughimasIfeeltearsstingmyeyes

Me:"ohhmybaby,ohGodthankyou,thankyouso

muchforbringinghimbacktome"

Ikisshisforeheadmultipletimes

Me(crying):"ohhmyson,I'msohappyyouawake



ohhhthixoiphelolam,kukphelakwakhe"(mylast

bornmyoneandonlyone)

Lowell:"mom?"

Me:"yesbaby?"

Lowell:"yousuffocatingme"

Iletgoofhim

Hegivesmehisbigbeautifulsmile

Lowell:"youwanttoputmebackinacoma?"

Ilaughastearsstreamdownmyface

Ican'tevenexplainthejoyinmyheart

rightnow

Me:"Imissedyousomuch,Iwassoworriedand

sadaboutyou,youbrokemyheartintheworstway

ever"

Lowell:"I'msorrymomma"

Me(smilessadly):"ohGodIthoughtI'dneverbe

calledmommaeveragain"

Ihughimoncemore,Idon'twantto



everlethimgo,Iletgoafterawhile

amdsitonthechairnexttohisbed

Lowell(whispers):"Iloveyoumomma"

Ikisshishand

Me:"Iloveyoumorebhabha"

Hesighsweaklyandputshisoxygenmaskon

Me:"naweaveuyivilasungazeulaleizinyanga

ezingakaungavukinhlobo!?"

(Youareverylazythough,howcanyousleepforso

manymonthswithoutwakingup?)

Helaughweakly

Lowell:"Iwasmakingup...for...forallthosetimes

youwokemeupdisturbingmysweetdreamsjust

tospringcleanormowthelawn"

Me:"don'teverdothattomeagain"

Lowell:"Iwon't"

Isighandwipemytears,I'mstillindisbelief,I've

dreamtaboutthiswaytoomanytimesandIfeel



likesomeonemightwakemeupandtellmeI'm

dreaming

Lowell:"where'sNoah?"

Me:"who?"

Lowell:"Noah,hewasherelastnight"

Me:"Nobaby,youwereprobablydreaming,your

brotherisnomore"

Heshakeshisheadwithafrown

Lowell:"he'snot,hewashere,youcanevenaskthe

nurse,Isawhim,Iswear,hewasreallyherethis

time"

.

.

.

******

"Tobeamotherwhileyourheartisbreakingisone

ofthehardestrolesmostmothershadtoplay"

******
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AWEEKLATER

Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

It'sbeenaweeknowsinceLowellwokeupandI

haven'tseenhimyet,I'vebeenskepticalabout

goingtocheckonhimbecauseI'mnotsurewhathe

expectsorevenwhatIexpect,butIthinkit'stimeI



nowgocheckuponhimsincehe'sbeing

dischargedlaterortomorrowI'mnotsure.

Lulamajustleftwhenshereceivedacalland

neededtobesomewhere,fromthetoneofhervoice

andhersmilesI'dguessthatsheisgoingtomeeta

man.Maybeshehasanewboyfriendanditlooks

likehemakesherhappy.

Wewereatthehospital,we'vebeenvisitingher

motherregularly,wellit'sthefourthtimethisweek,I

don'tknowwhattocallusyet,Idon'twanttorush

thisprocessandI'mnotcomfortablecallinghermy

sisteraftereverythingshe'sdonetometheextent

shewenttobreakLowellandIupandthethings

she'sdonetoothergirls,includingwhatsheandher

frienddidtoPrecious,theyturnedherwholelife

upsidedown,anythingwould'vehappenedtoher,

whatifshewasn'tluckyenoughtobeboughtbythe

Nhlabathis,eventhoughtheynotthebestbutit

could'vebeenmuchworsewithotherpeople,Noah

toldmeallabouthershenanigans,healsoonly

knewthatshe'sworkingwithReidanddoingall

thesethingsafterhefakedhisdeath,Idon't



understandwhyshe'ddothattoothergirlswhen

she'sagirlherselfandit'lltakeawhiletotrusther,

letalonelikeher.Wedidn'tdomuchtalking,we

werejustkeepinghermothercompanyandmaking

smalltalk,Idon'twanttostressherwithabunchof

questionsatherstate.

ShejustfellasleepsoI'mnowonmy

waytoLowell'sward,Ireallyhopehe's

asleepbecauseIhonestlydon'tknow

howI'mgoingtofacehimorwhat's

goingoninhismind

Imakemywayinside

IsighasInoticethathe'sasleep

Itakeachairandsitnexttohim

Ilookathimforawhile,examining

hisbody,hisskinlooksbetterthanbefore,hehada

bandagearoundhishead,helookslikesomeone

withlife

He'sslowlygettingbacktohishandsomeself,I'm



guessinghegotarealbath...Imovemyfacecloser

tohisneck,Hesmellsgoodtoo.

"HopeIsmellgoodenough"

IstartleasImovemyheadfromhisshoulder,our

eyeslockforawhile

beforehesmiles,myheartbeatraces

asthenerveskickin

Lulo:"hey"

Me:"hi"

(Silence)

Me:"howyoufeeling?"

Lulo:"abitbetter,myheadstillhurtsreallybad"

Me:"sorry"

Lulo:"it'sfine,it'llgetbetterwithtimeand

medicationsaysthedoctor"

Inodasthere'ssilenceoncemore

Me:"doyourememberwhathappened?"

Lulo:"No,butIwastoldItriedtokillmyself"



Me:"whatdoyouremember?"

Lulo:"IremembergoingtofetchPreciousatthe

airport,butIneverarrivedthere,something

happenedonmyway,Idon'tknow,IthinkIthere

wasalotgoingoninmymindasIwasstillhang

overmybrother'sdeath,everythingafterthatdrive

totheairportisblank"

Me:"oh,Isee"

Lulo:"butmymotherexplainedeverythingtomeand

Iunderstandthatahaveamemoryloss,justcause

Idon'trememberdoesn'tmeanitneverhappened,

I'msosorryforthewayItreatedyou,Ineverever

thoughtforonceinmylifeI'deverputmyhandson

awomanlikethat,momtoldmehowItreatedyou

andthatyouendeduprunningawayandthat'swhy

Itriedtokillmyself"

Isigh

Me:"youhurtme...

Lulo:"Iknow...

Me:"somuchLulo"



Lulo:"I'msosorry,Idon'tknowwhatgotoverme

thatmademetoactthatway,Ipromiseyou,from

thisdayonI'lllivemywholelifemakingituptoyou

andprovetoyouthatIamcapableofgivingyouso

muchlove,lovethatI'veneversharedwithanyone

elseinthisworld,IknowIcanmakeyouhappy,I

stillwanttoseeyouachieveyourgoals,Istillsee

thatambitious,disciplined,smartandintuitive

youngbeautiful,sexybrownskinwhonevergives

upinwhatshebelievesinnomatterhowmany

lemonslifethrowsather,Iloveyousomuchand

I'msorryforallthebullshitandthepainI'vecaused

inyourlife,IknowIdidn'tvaluetheloveyouhadfor

meandIwasstillcaughtupinthegame,notwilling

tochangemywaysforyou,butbeingherenow,you

neglectingmeandnotcheckinguponme,mademe

realizethatIdon'twishtoeverlosesomeoneas

specialasyouinmylife...

Me(sighs):"Lowell....

Lulo:"pleaseMahlewam,Mahleomhle,pleasegive

measecondchance,everyonedeservesasecond

chance,ifImessupagain,leavemeandneverlook



back,please,justonemorechance"

Ilookathiseyesashetakesmyhandintohis,my

heartskipsabeatnotsurehowtorespond

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

.

Me:"yourtimeisup,canIhavemymoneynow"

Him:"comeonbaby,fivemoreminutesandI'll

doubleit"

Isigh

Me:"fine,justfive"

Hekissesme,Imovemylipsawayas

hecontinuesdownmyneck



Heshovedhisdickinandstarts

movinginandout,hishairysweatychestbushing

againstminewithhis

annoyinghotbreathblowingdownmyneck,afew

secondsfeellikehoursas

he'senjoyinghimselfgroaningandmoaning,Ican't

evenfeelwhathe's

doingdownthereitfeelslikehe's

playingwithhisfinger

Me:"awuchamephela!"(cumalready!)

Hereleases,hetriestopeckmylips

butImovemyfaceandhelandsonmycheek

Iquicklygetupandruntothebathroom,Ikneel

beforethetoiletandvomit,Ifeelsodisgusting,this

wasthemostdisgustingfilthylousysexI'veever

had.

Igetupandrollatissueandwipehiscumfrommy

vagina

Ithrowitinthetoiletandspitbefore



flushingitalldown

Igagglemymouthandspitthenhead

backtothebedroom,Iquicklydressup

Me:"mymoneyplease?"

Him:"soyounotevengoingtocuddleme?"

Me:"ey!Bafocelaimaliyam,iskhathisakho

sesphelile!Haybo"

(Dude,canIpleasehavemymoney,yourtimeisup!

Jeez!)

Him:"ugadeulwimilakhomawukhulumanamwena

sfebeyezwa?"

(Watchyourtonewhenyoutalktomeyoubitch,

youhearme?)

Hepointsatmewithhisshortfinger

IrollmyeyesasIcontinuepacking

mystuff

Him:"angizwakali!?"

(AmInotclear?)



Hehasagunpointedatmyface

MyheartthuddingagainstmychestIfearfullylook

athim

Me:"ngiyaxolisa,uyazwakala,celaubekephansi

isbam"

(I'msorry,youwereclear,pleaseputthegundown)

Hewalksbacktowardsthebed,hetakesoutabag

underthebedthenthrowsitatmeIquicklycatchit

andopenit

Ithasstacksofcashanddrugs,thisisalotof

money,Ididnotexpectthismuch,whenhesaid

he'lldoubleit,Ithoughthewasdoublingtoa

thousandrand,butinhere,it'sthousandsofrands

Me:"ngyabongabigdaddy,imaliengakapho?"

(Thankyou,somuchmoney?)

Him:"uyakhalalayin?"

(Areyoucomplaining?)

Ishakemyheadrepeatedly

Him:"Iwantyoutoworkformefulltime,Icanpay



youtentimesthatamount,youwilllivealavishlife,

yourjobwillbetotraveltheworldandenjoy

yourselfinthemostexpensivehotelsandvisit

beautifultouristattractionsiteswhereveryouwant

togo"

Me:"whatdoIneedtodo?"

Him:"bemywife"

Ilookathim,tryingtoreadhisface

Me:"asinunkosikaziwakho?"

(Asinyourwife?)

Him:"yes,mywife,IhavealotofbusinessesandI

needhelprunningthem,youhavetheperfectskills

totakemybusinessestogreaterheights,youare

feistyandyoudon'ttakebullshit,you'llmakeagood

boss,whatdoyousay?"

Me:"whatkindofbusinesses?"

Him:"don'tworryaboutthat,ifyouinterested,meet

mesameplacetomorrowsametimeandI'llgive

youacontract"

Me(sighs):"okay"



.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Me:"IcameasfastasIcould"

Chase"Itoldyou,youdidn'thavetocome"

Me:"yousaidyouneededhelp,youdon'tthinkI'm

goingtoletyougetitfromsomeoneelsewhileI'm

available"

Chase:"Ithoughtyouwerewithyourmother"

Me:"yes,butI'mwithyounow,sowhatisthe

crisis?"

Chase:"it'smygrandmother,she'snotfeelingwell

soIhavetogofetchher,goforacheckupand

movehertomyhouse"



Me:"ohhI'msorryaboutthat,let'shopeit'snothing

lifethreatening"

Chase:"Ihopesotoo"

Hestaresdownathissteeringwheel

Me:"whatisit?"

Chase:"it'sjust,Ihaven'treallybeeninvolvedinmy

granny'slife,whenIwentofftovarsity,Ileftherto

takecareofmylittlecousinsister,sheusedtotake

careofthebothofus,wellshethoughtIwentto

varsitybutIactuallywentouttohustle,Igotso

caughtupinthehustleIlostcommunicationwith

them,untilyearspassedandIwasembarrassedto

evenshowmyselfagain,Iconcludedthatshewas

madatmeandshehatesmeforlyingtoher,soI

savedmyselftheheartacheandshameby

completelyleavingthemforgood,nowshe'ssick

andhasnoonetotakecareofher,Ijustrecently

reconnectedwithherafewweeksbackandso

muchhashappened,nowshe'ssickIcan'thelpbut

blamemyselffornottakinggoodcareofherwhenI

haveallthismoney"



Me:"Ihearyou,butwhatmattersisthatyouarehere

now,youdon'thavecontroltochangethepastbut

youhavethecontroltodowhat'sbestforherright

now"

Helooksatmeandsmiles

Chase:"yousosmartyouknowthat"

Iblushandlookdown

Chase:"andyoubeautifultoo"

Me:"noonehasevertoldmeI'msmartbefore"

Hefrownslookingatme

Chase:"youkiddingmeright?"

Ilookawayfromhim,Ishouldn'thavesaidthat,I

probablysoundedstupidsayingthat"

Chase:"youaresmartLulama,andyoudeserveto

beappreciatedforit,Ireallyappreciateyouforit,

please....

Heturnsmyheadtolookathim

Chase:"don'teverstopbeingsmart"



Welookateachotherintheeyesbeforebursting

intolaughter

Me:"justdriveandlet'sgetgoingalready!"

Chase:"yesma'am"

.

.

.

Laterthatday

Lowell

.

.

.

Mymother,fatherandgrandfatherallcametofetch

mefromthehospital

Itfeltgoodtobearoundfamilyagain

AndhavingAmahlebymysidemadeeverything

feelevenmoremagical,my

motherandAmahlewerepreparingthefinal



touchesofdinneraswewereall

goingtohavedinnerasafamily

Dad:"it'sgoodtohaveyoubackson"

Grandad:"yeahwethoughtyouwereagoner"

Me:"I'malsohappytobeback"

Dad:"andthecompanyiswaitingforyou,theteam

missesworkingwithyou"

Isigh

Me:"yeah,Idon'tknowaboutthat....

"Dinnerisserved!"

Theyplacethebigglassbowlson

thetableaseveryonemadetheirway

totheirplacesaroundthetable,Amahle

camebehindmeandpushesmywheelchair

towardsthespotI'llbe

sittingonaroundthetable,shesitsnexttome

Norah:"letuspray"



Weallholdhandsasmomleadsus

inprayer

Mom:"Amen"

Everyone:"Amen"

Everyonestartsdishingup,Ican'tusemostofmy

bodypartsyet,Icanmovemyarmsbuttheyget

tiredquickly,it'slikemybodyisslowtoprocessthe

messagesfrommybraintomakemovementsand

I'mslowtoprocess

Likenow,Ireallywanttopickmyhands

upanddishupformyselfbutmyhands

arejustnothavingit,it'sreallyfrustrating

Amahle:"thereyougo"

Ilookupfrommyhandsandnotice

shehasdishedupforme,Ilookather

Me:"thankyou"

Amahle:"areyougood?"

Ilookatmomwho'slookingatmeandeveryone



elsealllookingatmecuriously

Me:"I'mfine"

Theycontinueeating,Iavoideatingbypayingmore

attentiontotheconversationsaroundthetable

Amahle(whispers):"youhaven'ttouchedyour

food?"

Ilookather

Me:"I'mnotthathungry"

Mytummygrumblesbetrayingmywords

Ihopeshedidn'thearthat

Amahle:"noway,youhaven'teatenanythingsince

morning"

Me:"I'mfinereally"

Shetakesmyforkandknifeandcutsmymeatand

aportionofsalad,Iopenmymouthasshefeeds

me

Ican'thelpbutmoanfromthedeliciousness

Amahle:"youdon'tlookfulltome"



Ilaugh,shelaughstooasshecontinuestofeedme,

I'venevertookthetimetopayproperattentionto

everydetailofAmahle,butthewayshepays

attentiontomeandalwaysknowswhenI'mnotwell

orknowsexactlywhatIneedwhenIneedit,Ireally

needtodorightbyher,IknowIcan

Dad:"soyouthinkyou'llbereadytotalkbusiness

anytimesoon?"

Norah:"Bongani?Thisisnotthetime,hejustgotout

ofthehospitalforchristsake"

Dad:"Ididn'tmeantobeinsensitive,I'mjustmaking

conversation"

Me:"it'sokaymah(sighs)Idon'tthinkIwanttowork

forthefamilycompanyanymore"

Mom:"honey,pleasewaituntilyouhavefully

recoveredtotalkaboutthis"

Me:"Nomom,I'msayingthisbecauseIwon'tbe

workingforanybusinesswhenIdorecover...

Amahle:"youstartingyourownbusiness?"

Mom:"that'sagoodidea,plusyoualreadyhavethe



skillandconnections,yourbusinesswillgrowina

matterofminutes"

Dad:"wow....

Me:"I'mnot.....

Istoptalkingasawaveofmassivepain

attacksme

Amahle:"youshouldgorest,you'vejustbeen

discharged,youcan'tsitaroundthetableandtalk

thismuch,youputtingtoomuchstrainonyour

brain"

Ilookbackupatthem

Me:"I'mturningmyselfin"

Amahle&Mom:"what?"

Me:"Ihaveaconfessiontomake"

Theyalllookateachotherit'sliketheyalready

knowwhatI'mabouttosay

Idon'tknowhowI'mgoingtosaythis

butIguessIshouldjustgoaheadandspill



everythingrightnow

Me:"pleasebepreparedtohatemeforever,Ihate

myselftoo"

Mom:"Lowell...it'sokayhoney,youdon'thaveto

confessanything...

Me:"Nomomjustletmefinish"

(Silence)

Me:"Ikilledmybrother,Iswear,itwasamistake,we

werefightingand....

Mom:"baby,weknow"

Ilookather

Me:"what?"

Mom:"weknow,youtolduseverythingbefore

attemptingtokillyourself"

IlookatDad,Ican'treadwhetherhe'sangryorsad

IlookatAmahle

Me:"I'msorry,I'msosorrytothewholefamily,I

didn'tmeanto,itwasamistake,Ipromise"



Mom:"let'snottalkaboutthisrightnow"

MypoundingheadgetevenworseasIfeellikeI'm

abouttoburstavein

Amahle:"here,drinkwater"

"Good,Icameattherighttime,thewholefamilyis

home"

Myblooddropcoldasweallturnourheads

tolookathim

Mom(whispers):"Noah....

"Goodeveningfamily"

.

.

.

*****

"Neverplaymindgames,you'llalwaysendup

losing...notonlythegame,buttherelationship"

******

Tobecontinued
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Noah
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•
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•

Lowell:"Noah...

Me:"inflesh"

Bongani:"impossible,youaredead,weburiedyou"

Me:"notreally"

Iwalkclosertothetable,Ilookat



mom,whohasglassyeyeslooking

atmefilledwithconfusion

Me:"I'msorrytojustbudgeinlikethis,butIcouldn't

thinkofabettertimethannow,Iknowyouareall

baffledwithquestionssoI'lljustexplaineverything

atonce,thenI'llallowquestionsafter"

IsatnexttoBonganimakingmetobe

rightacrossAmahle,Ipouredmyself

aglassofwineinoneoftheempty

glassesandgulpeditdowninonego

Me(swallows):"sothisiswhathappened,acouple

ofmonthsago,LowellandIwereinaprolonged

bitterconflict,firstly,hestolefrommybusiness,

somethingworthalotofmoney,somethingvery

precioustome.....

IlookupatAmahle,shefoldsherarmsand

uncomfortablylooksawayfromme

Me:"whileIwasstillfeelingbetrayedbythat,Ifound

thathewasfuckingmywifebehindmyback,onmy

bed,nowweallknowIneverlovedLulamacause



wewerearranged,butstillshewasmywifeand

Lowellasmybrotherwassupposedtorespectthat,

itjustshowedthatIcannevertrusthimaroundmy

womenifIeverweretofallinlove,worstparthegot

herpregnantandtheyagreedtopinthepregnancy

onme,hewaswillingtowatchmeraise,provide

andlovehischildwhileheactsasanuncle,tohis

owndamnchild,allthiswasmorethanmyheart,

prideandegocouldtake,I'veneverfeltso

disrespectedandbetrayedinmywholehumanlife

ofexistence,beingme,Icouldn'tjustletitslide,I

hadtogetmyrevengesincemylittlebrother

showednoremorse,IluredAmahle,Iknewthat's

whereit'dhurthimmost...

Amahle:"Noah....

Mom(angrily)lethimfinish"

TheylockedeyesforawhilebeforeAmahleshied

awayfrommom'seyeslookingdown

Me:"onedaywhileLowellwasgone"forbusiness"

sohesaid,IspenttimewithAmahleandwegot

alongverywell,weunderstoodeachotherandhad



alotincommon,apartofmefeltbadaboutmy

intentionsbecauseofherkindness,onedayone

thingledtoanotherandweendedupinbed,Imade

avideoofitandcollaborateditwithhisfuckingmy

wife,andthatwasmyrevenge,whenLowellsaw

thevideohedecidedtoattackme,Igavehimmy

handforustocallittruce,buthewasn'thaven'tit,

hefeltmyrevengewastoomuchforhimtohandle,

wehadahotsessionofwrestlingwhenLulama

cameinandstartedcryingaboutpains,Iwasabout

torushhertothehospitalwhenLowellshotme,I

passedoutandwokeupatthehospital,Iwas

pissedthatheactuallywentasfarastoshootme

soIfakedmydeathtomakehiswishcometrue,

monthslater,hereweare"

IsighasIsitback

Me:"Iguessyoucanaskmequestionsnow"

Mom(hurtfultone):"thiswasjustallagametoyou?

Forstupidrevenge?Youdidn'tevenconsiderour

feelingsasyourfamily,myfeelings?"

Ilookatherandmyheartsinks



Me:"Ididn'tmeantohurtyoumomma,Iwasjustso

caughtupinhurtingtheonesthathurtme,Iforgot

abouttheonesthattrulylovedme"

MyeyeslandonAmahle,shemoveshereyesaway

frommeandlooksatLowellwho'sstaringatme

Mom:"doyouhaveanyideawhatIwentthrough?

ThinkingthatI'velostbothmybabies,don'tyou

understandwhatyouputmyheartthrough?Isit

reallyworthgoingthatfarforgirlswhoknow

nothingaboutyouloosegirlswhoopentheirlegsto

brother,fortheselittlegirlsreally?(Looksat

Amahle)Wasshereallyworthbreakingmyheart

likethat?"

Igetupandwalktowardsher

Me:"theywerenotworthitmom,that'swhyI'mhere,

toapologizeandaskyoutopleasefinditinyour

beautifulhearttoforgiveme,Iloveyousomuch

andyouknowIcan'tstandtoseeyouhurting,I'm

madatmyselffortakingthingsthisfar,Ihadalotof

angerburiedinme,itwasgettingfueledupitburst

outofmycontrol,allIcouldthinkaboutwas



causingathousandtimesmorepainthanwas

causedtome,butitwasn'tworthit,causeIended

uphurtingthepeopleIlovethemostandIalmost

lostmybrother,everythingbackfired,I'msorry

momma"

Shegotupandstoodrightinfrontofme

Sheleftahotburningslapacrossmyface,Iturned

myheadtofaceherassheslappedmeagain,

beforeIcouldliftmyheadupshegavemeanother

hardone,herlongnaturalnailscutthroughmy

cheek

Ilookedupatherastearsescapedmyeyes,not

fromtheslapsbutfromthe

painIfeltfromhertearfuleyes

Shepulledmeintoahug,Iheldherback

asshebrokedown

Mom:"don'tyoueverdosomethinglikethisagain!

Youhearme!?"

Me:"Iwillnever,Ipromise,Iwouldneverdo

anythingtohurtyoulikethisagain"



Mom:"nexttimeIwilldisownyou"

Me:"Iknowyouwill"

Sheletgoafterawhilewipingherface

Mom:"argh!Nowlookwhatyoudid"

Shetriedtowipeherfaceproperly

ashermakeupwasgettingmessedup

Ihelpedwipeherfacefixingtheblack

stainnexttohereyes

Lowell:"allthistime,alltheguilt,youwerealive,you

putourwholefamilythroughsomuchjusttowatch

mesuffer?"

Noah:"bro,don'tyoudaretrytoplaythevictimhere"

Mom:"Lowell,youoweyourbrotheraproper

apology...

Shelooksatme

Mom:"andyouoweyourbrotherandthewhole

familyaproperapology"

Amahlegetupmovingawayfromthe



table

Lowell&I:"whereyougoing?"

Welookateachother

Amahle:"I'msorry,Ishouldn'thavecome,thisisa

familymatter...

Lowell:"butyousaidyou'dbehereforme?"

Shelooksatme

Mom:"justlethergo,she'scausedenoughhavoc

forourfamilyalready"

Sheavoidsmom'seyecontactasshewalksaway

Me:"whywouldyousaythatmah?I'llberightback"

Igoafterher

.

.

.

Lowell

.



.

.

ItriedtousemyhandstomovemywheelchairsoI

couldgoafterher

butmybodyfailedmeonceagainandNoahbeat

metoit.Iclosemyeyes

astearsburnmyeyes,I'mfrustrated

andangryatmybodyforbeingso

uselessrightnow.

"I'llgoputyoutobed,thisisalreadytoomuchfor

you,allthisdramaisonlygoingtosetyouback

fromrecovering"

Ilookupather

Me:"pleasetakemetomyapartment"

Mom:"youcan'tgothere,who'sgoingtotakecare

ofyou?"

Me:"Amahleiswaitingformeinthecar,please

pushmetoher"



Shesighsinfrustrationshakingherhead

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

"Amahle!Wait!"

Iturnbackandlookathim

Me:"What!!?"

Heslowsdownashecatchesupwithme

Noah:"whyyouleaving?Please,don'tgo"

Me:"howdoyouexpectmetositthroughallofthat,

didyouseehoweveryonewaslookingatme,your

familyblamesmeforeverythingandtheyareready

tokillme,thehateinyourfather'seyes,hewanted

tostrangleme,Idon'tevenwanttomentionyour



mother,yourmotherisrightNoah,I'vecaused

nothingbuthavocinyourfamily'slives,Icameall

thewayfromKZNhuntingfortheNhlabathissoI

candestroytheirperfectfamily,acheapgirlfrom

thefarmsopeningherlegstobrotherssotheycan

killeachother,becauseIhaditallplannedoutright?

Everythingthat'shappenedinmylife,Iplannedit....

Iquicklywipemytears

Noah:"ofcausenot...

Me:"noonecaresaboutmypain,howIendedhere

inthefirstplace,butyouknowwhat?Idon'texpect

y'alltounderstand,Idon'texpectanyonetofeel

eventheslightestsympathyforme,Icandothatall

onmyown,please,gobacktoyourfamily,hugitoff

andmakeup...

Noah:"Indypleasecomehere...

HetriestoholdmebutIpushhimback

Me:"youwereright,I'mnotnotworthit,I'mnot

worthbreakingyourmother'sheart,sogobackin

thereandmendit...



Noah:"sweetheart,don't...

Me:"No,it'sover,you,mewhateverwehad,it'sover,

pleasedon'ttrytofightformeorrunafterme,I

wantyoutobehappy,withyourrealfamily,they

needyoumorethanIdo...

Noah:"younotthinkingstraight,Amahleyounot

makinganysenserightnow,Ithinkyouneedtogo

getsomerest,we'lltalkaboutuswhenyou've

calmed...

Me:"I'mcalmNoah!I'mcalm,youandIwerenever

goingtoworkout,yourfamilywillneveracceptus"

Noah:"sowhatareyousaying?YouchosingLowell?

Isawhowcosyyouwerewithhim,youliedtome?

Yousaidyoulovedme,yousaidit'salwaysbeen

me...itwasallalie?"

Me:"maybeinanotherlife,wecouldmakeuswork,

butinthisone,there'sjusttooagainstus,Idon't

seeusbeingstrongenoughtomakeitthroughitall"

Tearsrolldownhisface

Noah:"youmeanyoudon'tseeyoubeingstrong



enough,don'tincludemeinyourweakness,Iknow

I'mstrongenough,heckI'mstrongenoughforthe

bothofus"

Hewalksclosertomeclosingthegapbetweenus

Noah:"justsayit,stoptryingtosugarcoatit,you

don'tlovemeenough,that'stherealproblemright?"

(Silence)

Noah(whispers):"Ishould'veknownitwastoogood

tobetrue,abeautifulwomanlikeyoucouldnever

loveamentallycrazypersonlikeme,Ihopehe

treatsyoubetterthistime"

Hewalkspastmebumpingmyshoulderandgetsin

hiscartheaggressivelyspeedsofdownthelong

driveway

InoticeLowellandhismother

comingtowardsme,Iwipemytears

Lowell:"weshouldgetgoingbabe"

Norah:"where'sNoah?"

Me(clearsthroat):"heleft"



Norah:"doyouenjoyseeingmysonsawayfromme?

Heleftbecauseofyou?"

Me:"I'msorry...

Norah:"weweresupposedtobefixingthingsasa

family,butbecauseAmahlewantstoleave,

everyonewantstoleave"

Norahlooksatmeandshakesherhead

disappointedly

Norah:"Ireallytrulythoughtyouwerebetterthan

this"

Lowell(warningly):"mom"

Norah:"takegoodcareofmyson,yourabuser,I

wishyoucouldjuststayawayfrommyfamilyand

focusonyourownbrokenfamilyproblems"

Shewalksaway

Lowell:"don'tmindherbabe,she'sstillangry,we'll

solveeverythingonceeveryonehascalmeddown"

Igobehindhimandpushhimtowardsthecar,the

securityguardhelpshim



getinasIgetintheotherside,webothsittingatthe

backashisdrivertakesthewheelanddrivesus

backtohisapartment.

Ilookoutthewindow,Ikeepwipingmytearswhich

Ican'tseemtostopfromfalling,Ifeelhishandon

mythigh

Lowell:"don'tcrybaby"

Me:"don'tcallmethat,IsaidI'dtakecareofyou,I

didn'tsaywebacktogether"

Lowell:"Iknow,I'msorryandthankyouforagreeing

tohelpme"

Me(sighs):"yeahit'sfine"

.

.

.

Noah

.

.



.

Ipaceupanddownthelounge,Ifeelmy

temperaturerising,Itakeoffmyshirt

Iholdmyheadaspainstrikesrightthroughmy

skull,IholdmyheadandscreamoutloudIwalk

towardsthevase

IpickitupandthrowithardontheTVbreakingthe

screenasitfallsfromthestand

Istartbreakingeverythinginthehouseturningthe

furnitureupsidedown

Itakemybottleofwhiskeyanddrink

Igroanasitburnsmychest,Ithrowthebottleon

thefloorasitsplattersalloverthefloor

Me:"Iknewitwasabadidea,itwasallabadidea!

everythingwasabadidea!"

Igototheroomandlockmyselfin,Isitinthe

middleofthebedItrynottobutIbreakdownasmy

weakpainfulheartbetraysme,Iburrymyfaceon

betweenmylegs,IholdmychestasIfeelastrong

tightpaininmychest



Iguessshewasneverminetobeginwith,she'll

alwaysloveLowell,Imeanitmakessense,hewas

herfirsteverything,Iguessthatincludedloveafter

all

"Finallyshe'sgone,don'tworrybaby,I'mherefor

you"

IlookupandfindVanessasittingnexttome

Me:"goaway"

Nessa:"I'mneverleavingyoubabe,theycanallgive

uponyou,I'llneverleave"

Shewrappedherarmsaroundme,Ilayedmyhead

onherbreastsassheholdsmetightly

Nessa(singing):"mmnhmmhmmnhmhmhmh

mmhmmnhmhmhmmmhmhmhmh"

(Don'tworryaboutathing,causeeverylittlething,is

gonnabealright)

.

.

.



******

Inanotherlife,Iwouldbeyourgirl,we'dkeepall

ourpromises,beusagainsttheworld,inanother

life,Iwouldmakeyoustay,soIdon'thavetosay,

youweretheonethatgotaway (katyPerry)

******

Tobecontinued

Thisisforthosewhowerebeggingmeinthe

commentsectionforanotherone,hopeyouenjoy,

goodnight
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•

Lowell

•

•

•

Amahle:"hurryupandeatLowell!Idon'thaveall

day"

Me:"I'mchewingasfastasIcan"

Amahle:"Ihavetogotoclass,isitsohardtochew"

Me:"youknowhowslowIcanbesometimes,I'mnot

doingitonpurpose"

Amahle:"mxm"

Shewalksawaywiththefood

Me:"butI'mnotfullyet?"

Amahle:"I'llseeyouwhenIgetbackfromclass"



Me(sighs):"Idon'tunderstandwhyyoudon'twant

mehireanurse,it'sobviousyoudon'tliketaking

careofme"

Amahle:"bye!"

Sheslamsthebedroomdoorasshemakesherway

out

Isighandsitbackonthepillow

Thisisthemonsterthesweetangel

hasturnedto,shelocksmeinside

andhashidmygadgetsfrommeso

thatIcan'tcontactanyone,mymother

doesn'tcometocheckonmebecauseIAmahle

mademesaysomehurtfulthingstoherforherto

stayawayfromme,myfamilythinksIwantnothing

todowiththem.SometimesIgodayswithout

eating,Ioncefainted,becauseIwassoweakand

sheneverfedmemymedication.Idon'tknowwhy

she'streatingmelikethis,shesaysshelovesme

butshetreatsmeliketrash.

Ihatefeelingsopowerless,allIdois



sitonthisbedandstareattheblankwall,she

doesn'tevenletmewatchtelevisionatleast,the

factthatIcan'tgetoutofbedmakesthingsmore

painfulforme,mybodyhurts,Ishould'vestarted

withphysiotherapycauseit'snotlikemymuscles

arenumb,theyjustneedexerciseformybodyto

getusedtomovementssoIcantriggerthatdead

partofmybrain.

Amahlehaschangedintothisbitterangrywoman,it

breaksmyhearttoseeherlikethis,Ithoughtwhen

sheagreedtotakecareofme,shewasgivingmea

chancetomakeituptoher,forustobuildour

relationshipagain,butIguessshehadotherplans

inmind

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.



.

ImakemywaytowardsLuca

Me:"skat"

Heturnsawayfromthegroupofguys

andcomestowardsme

Luca:"heybud"

Weshareahug

Luca:"howyoudoingthismorning"

Me:"I'mawesome,howareyou"

Luca:"I'mgoodIguess,youalwaysinagoodmood

thesedays,forsomeonestayingwithadisabledex

abusiveboyfriend"

Me:"whatcanIsay,wemadeupandwestronger

thanever"

Helooksatmewithafrown

Luca:"soyouhavereallyforgivenhim,after

everythingyoutoldmehedidtoyou,youhurtmy

feelingssobadlyjustbecausehewasinsecurewith



ourfriendship,theguymadeyouquitschool,he

beatyouasifhewasbeatingaman,keptyou

lockeduplikesomeprisoner,ofyouneverescaped

youcouldbelongdeadforallweknow,Ijustdon't

understandwhyyou'dforgivehimthateasily"

Me:"don'tworryaboutthatLuks,throughmy

spiritualjourney,Ilearnttoforgiveandletgo,and

thateveryonedeservesasecondchance,especially

atlove"

Luca:"ifbeingaspiritualpersonmeansgoingback

toyourabuserthenexcuseme,I'mgood,youknow

myauntyLisaisalsospiritualandgavemyuncle

manychancesbuthenevereverlaidhishandson

herorbeathertoaplum,insteadhesavedherfrom

anabusiveman,fromwhatyoutoldmeaboutNoah

takingyouinandhelpingyouhealeventakingyou

toKzntoansweryourcalling,Ithinkyouchosethe

wrongbrother,yourheartbelongstoNoaheven

thoughIdon'tlikehimandIneverwill,buthe

seemslikeagoodguyforyou...toobadyou've

alreadymadethingstoocomplicatedandprobably

brokehimtonorepair"



Me:"thereyougoagainwiththejudgemental

comments,can'tyoujustchillandsupportmy

decisionseventhoughyoudon'tlikethem,justfor

onceinyourlife?"

Hesighs

Luca:"yeahwhatever,butheputshishandsonyou

again,I'mgoingtokillhim"

Ilaughandhithisshoulder

Me:"noneedforthat,hewon'tbeputtinghandson

anythingforawhile"

Hesquintsatme

Me(laughs):"don'tlookatmelikethat,Lowellhas

learnthislesson,hewillnevereverabuseanother

womaninhislifeagain,Icanpromiseyouthat"

Luca:"yousoundsosure?"

Me:"Iam,I'llmakesureofit"

Istopandlookathimstandinginoneplace

Me:"whydidyoustop?Let'sgo,we'llbelatefor

class"



Igrabhishandaswemakeourwaytoclass

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

I'mchillingintheloungewithmybrotherandmom,

weallwatchingTV

Mom:"don'tyouhaveanyclassestoday?"

Me:"Nope,I'mfreetoday"

Nkosi:"youshouldconsidergettingaparttimejob"

Me:"why?Idon'tneedextracash"

Nkosi:"it'snotonlyaboutextracashbutforyouget

enoughworkingexperience,whileinvarsity,sothat

whenyougoouttopursueyourcareer,you'llhave

experiencethatisusuallyrequired"



Mom:"thatistrue,mostcompaniesarelookingfor

peoplewithalotofworkexperience"

Me:"nah,notwithmedia,maybeinthecorporate

worldbutnotthestreamI'mtaking,I'llbefine"

Mom:"besidesthat,youmightnotbesoluckyin

beinghiredyouneedtokeepyouroptionsopen"

IsighasIreadatextfromChase

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Mom:"canyoupleasemaybepassbycampusor

textAmahleandinviteheroverfordinner"

Me:"Iwill"

Mom:"don'tforget"

Me:"yesmah,she'llprobablycomeoverwithout

evenaskingher,shelikesvisiting,she'sherealmost

everyweekendnow"

Nkosi:"hopeyounotcomplainingcauseIreally

enjoyhercompany"

Mom:"she'saverysweetgirl,sogoalorientedand

driven,verypassionateaboutherfuture,she



remindsmealotofmyselfwhenIwasyounger"

Irollmyeyesandgetup

Me:"yeahshe'sperfectandwhatever"

Igoupstairstomyroomandchangeoutfits,before

headingout

Me:"seeyoulater!"

Ispothiscarparkedrightacrossthehouse,Imake

mywayinthepassengerseat,wekissbeforehe

drivesoff

Me:"so,whatarewedoingtoday?"

Chase:"mycousinsisterisbackfromEngland,im

takingherout,Ithoughtwe'dgooutfordinner,and

gopartyorsomething,sinceshe'sbringingher

boyfriendover,Idon'twannabeleftout"

Me:"soit'slikeacouple'sdoubledatekindathing?"

Chase(chuckles):"yeah,Iguessyoucouldcallit

that"

Me(smiling):"okay,thatsoundscuteandfun,so

whatwillwebedoingfortherestoftheday?"



Chase:"I'mtakingyouonaspree,thenwegoget

ourselvespamperedupataspa,Iwantyouallsexy

andgloweduptonight"

Ismileshowingallmyteethoutfromthe

excitement

Me:"youmeanlikeashoppingspreebabe?"

Chase:"didyouprefersomethingelse?"

Me:"areyoukiddingmeofcausenot!(Screams

excitedly)youthebestboyfriendever"

Ikisshischeekmultipletimes

Chase:"youwelcomebaby,Iloveyouthat'swhy"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Heglimpsesatme

Chase:"babe?"

Me:"yeah?"

Chase:"didyoujustsayitback?"

Me:"yeah"

Chase:"whoaababe,waitIneedtoparkforthis,this



isaspecialmomentrighthere"

Heparksthecaronthesideoftheroad

Heturnstofaceme

Chase:"baby,Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hesmilesrevealinghissnowwhiteteeth

Chase:"Iwannafuckyousobadrightnow"

Igiggleashepullsmeinforalonglustykiss

.

.

.

Thandile

.

.

.

AfewmonthsagoNorahkickedmeout,Igot

acceptedinuniversityofJohannesburgfornursing,



Iwouldn'tsayit'smypassioncauseIdon'tknow

whatI'mreallypassionateabout,Ihaven'tfigured

thatoutaboutmyself,butnursingseemslikea

goodcareerandIwilllivecomfortablywithmy

daughterfromit.Firstmonthwasokaybuttwo

monthslaterNorahdidn'twanttopayfor

babysittingorbabysitmybabyformelikeshewas

doing,Idon'tknowwhatwentwrong,Ithinkshehas

someissueswithAmahlebecauseshesaidImust

askherforhelpbutshesaidshedoubtshe'llhelp

mecauseshe'ssoselfish,Idon'tknowwhatshe

meantbythatorwhathappenedbetweenthetwoof

them,butitlookslikeI'mnotworthhelping

anymore,IstaywithmydaughteratRes,and

there'sagirlI'mpayingtobabysitforme,butshe's

alsoastudentsosometimesshe'snotavailable,it's

veryhardtobeherewithmybaby,shecanbevery

restlessandshelikescryingwhenavoidedasshe

lovesattention,Ihavetwowarningsnowaboutthe

noisecomplaintfromotherstudents,andthey

givingmeuntilendofMarchholidaystofind

anotherplacetostayorfindmybabyanotherplace.



Idon'tknowwhatI'mgoingtodo,Idon'thaveany

optionsreallyandIhavenomoney,Nsfasisjust

notenough,Ican'tbelievethethoughtoftakingher

toherfatherevencrossedmymindthewayI'mso

desperate,it'sonlymyfirstyearandmygradesare

notlookinggood,Ineedtomakeaplan,andIneed

itfast.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

LucaandIwerewalkingtowardsthegateasour

dayhascometoanend

"Heyguys"

Webothturntolookather

Luca:"Andiswa,hey"



Andiswa:"hey,Iwaswonderingifyoustillhave

spaceinyourgroupfortheassignment?"

Luca:"yeah...

Me:"wefull"

Helooksatmethenbackather

Luca:"ohthat'sright,Iforgot,wekindafullnow"

Andiswa:"oh..uhm,sotodayisthelastday,Iwas

wonderingifyouguys....

Me:"youwonderingalotaboutus,whydon'tyou

wonderaboutyourclassyfriendslikeBlairand

Lulama,yourBffs?"

Luca:"Amahle?"

Me:"NoI'mjustwonderingwhyisshewondering

aboutuswhenlastyearshedidn'tgivetwoshits

aboutus"

Andiswa:"I'mtryinghere,Imadeamistakeokay,I

shouldn'thaveabandonedyoulikethat,I'vebeen

apologizing,whatshouldIdotoearnyour

forgiveness...Imissyouguys"



Luca:"wellyoucould...

Me:"Nothing!There'snothingyoucoulddotoearn

ourforgiveness,let'sgoLuca"

Ipullhishandandhereluctantlyfollowsme

Luca:"thatwasveryharshAmahle"

Me:"shewasn'tharshwhenshedumpedmewhenI

neededhermost?"

Luca:"Ithoughtyoulearntaboutforgivenessand

lettinggoandwhatnot,Imeanyouforgaveyour

abuser"

Me:"that'sdifferent!"

Luca:"whycausehehasadick!?"

Agaspescapesfrommymouth

Luca(sighs):"lookI'msorry,Ididn'tmeanthat,but

youareactinglikearealbitchrightnowandIdon't

likeit,youcould'vehandledthatdifferently"

Hewalksawayfrommetohiscar

Iwatchhimashedrivesoff



MyphoneringsandIpickitup

Me:"hello?"

"Heybabygirl,whereareyou?"

Me:"campus,waitingformydriver"

"Areyoufreetonight,wehavingafundatenight,I'll

beintroducingmyboyfriendtomycousin,Ialso

wantyoutobetheresothathedoesn'tfeelleftout"

Me:"youwantmetobeyourcousin'sdate?"

"Noo,notlikethat,justforhimnottofeellikeathird

wheelyouknow,notthatI'mplanningtobeallover

mymaninfrontofy'allbutIjustwantyouthere,I

missyouandit'sbeenalongminute"

Me(sighs):"fine,I'llcome"

"Yeeyy!!Youthebest,Iloveyou,wearsomething

sexyandcomfortable,bye!"

Shehangsup,Ishakemyheadasanothercall

comesthroughandit'sLulama

Me:"hello?"

"Hi,momsaidIshouldinviteyoufordinnertonight"



Me:"tonight?"

"Yes"

Me:"uhmIkindamadeotherplanstonight"

"Okay,I'lltellheryoucan'tmakeitthen"

Me:"don't,I'llgotoherjustnow"

"Ok"

Shehangsup,myhateforLulamajustgets

strongerbytheday,Itriedbeingnicetoherand

makingusworkbutshe'sjustbeenanasstome,I

thinkshe'sjealousaboutLowell,maybeshestill

loveshim

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.



Mom:"doyouhavetogo?"

Me:"yesmom,Ihaveto,I'vetoldyouaboutthis

project,Ithinknowistherighttimetopursueit,I

needabreatherfromJoburg"

Mom:"doyoureallyloveherthatmuchthatyou'd

leaveJoburgjusttobeawayfromher?"

Me:"lovewhomah?Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Mom:"Amahle,youfellinlovewithherdidn'tyou?

Whileyouwererevengingyourbrother,youfellfor

her"

Me(chuckles):"Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout,

buildingahospitalinCapetownhasalwaysbeen

mydreamandhavingalifethere,youknowthis"

Mom:"yes,butyouwerealreadysettledherein

Joburgandyouwerestartingtoenjoyyourlife

here"

Me:"comeonmom,thehospitalhereisstillmine,I'll

comebacktovisit,it'snotlikeI'mgoingtoanother

country"

Mom:"pleasedon'tgo,youtheonlyoneIwascool



with,Lowellhasneglectedme,hehatesmeandI

don'tknowwhy,nowyoualsoleaving,youguysjust

camebackfromthedeadbutyouwannaleaveme

again?"

Me:"pleasedon'tmakethisharderthanitalreadyis

momma,Ineedthis"

Shesighs

Mom:"okayfine,goodluckonyournewjourney

then,I'llprayforyoursafetrip"

Me:"thankyou,takecareofyourself,andplease,I

don'thaveaproblemwithhavingastepdad"

Shelaughs

Mom:"mxmdon'tplaywithmewena,justgo

already!"

IlaughasIwalkawaytowardstheplanewavingat

her,Iblowherakiss,sheblowsitback.

Igetmyselfcomfortableintheplane

Lady:"welcometobusinessclass,mayIstartyou

offwithrefreshments?"



Me:"I'llhaveacoldbottleofHeinekenbeer"

Lady:"comingrightup"

Iadjustmyseatandlayheaddown

"Heythere"

Ilookacrossmeandfindafineprettyladychilling

inherbooth

Me:"hey"

Her:"youalsotravelingalone?"

Me:"yes,youtoo?"

Her:"yes,Iwashereforameeting,butI'mgoing

backtomyplace"

Me:"youstayinCapetown?"

Her:"yes,youtoo?"

Me:"actually,I'mabouttogostartmylifethere"

Her:"ohsoyouanewcomer,youhavemadethe

rightdecision,it'sawonderfulplacetomakea

living"

Me:"Iknow,andthankyou,maybeyoucouldshow



mearoundsometime"

Her:"I'dbehappyto"

Lady:"yourdrinksir"

Me:"thankyou"

Ilookatheroncemorebeforelayingbackand

sippingonmybeer.MyheartclenchespainfullyasI

lookdownastheplaneleavesJoburg,itsucksthat

thingsdidn'tworkoutthewayIwantedthemto,but

Iguesschangewoulddomegood,I'vebeen

miserableforwaytoolong.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Afteranicelongdayshoppingandgetting



pampered,itwasfinallytime

forthedatenight,Ievendidmyhairandnails,

Chasecanreallytakecareofagirl

Wewerenowdrivingtotherestaurantwe'llmeetat

Heparksthecarthenlooksatme

Chase:"youbeautiful"

Me:"thatsthehundredthtimeyousayingthat"

Chase:"I'msorrybutIcan'thelpit,yousmellso

good,Ijustwannaeatyouup"

IblushasIgetcloserforakiss

Hecomesaroundtoopenthedoorformethen

takesmyarmintohisaswewalkinthefancy

restaurant,it'safinediningseafoodrestaurant

calledsignature,verybeautifulandelegant

Thewaitressledustoourreservedseatswherewe

satandwaitedfortheothersoveraglassofwater

forthemeantimewhilelookingthroughthemenu

Me:"Iwishitwasjustthetwoofus,thisplaceistoo

romanticformorecompany"



Helaughsabit

Chase:"I'llorganizesomethingtomorrowforjustus"

Me:"soundslikeanidea"

Ihearsoundsoflaughteraswetiltourheadsup

andlookatthem,theireyeslandonusastheyget

closer

Precious:"thefuck?"

Amahle:"Lulama?"

Me:"ohno...

.

.

.

********

"It'snotwhattheytakeawayfromyouthatcounts,

it'swhatyoudowithwhatyouhaveleft"(hubert

humphrey)

******

Tobecontinued
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Chase:"youguysknoweachother?"

Me:"yeah,yeahwewerefriendsinhighschool"

Chase:"ohreally?"

Presh:"really?"

Me:"wellwewerenotclosefriends,itwasalong



timeagowewereinthesameclass"

Chase:"ohsoyouwereclassmates?"

Me:"yes"

Ilookatthemwithpleadingeyes

Theylookateachother

Presh:"ohhyeah,itwasbackingradeeightIwas

changingfriendsleftrightandcenter,Ithinkthat's

whyIdidn'trecognizeyou"

Chase:"okay,we'lljusttorefreshyourmemory,

Preciousthisismygirlfriend,Lulama"

Presh:"nicetomeetyou,again"

Amahle:"wowsmallworld"

Presh:"wellthisisJustin,myveryhandsomeman"

HesmilesandgreetsusasChasegiveshiman

intimidatinghandshakemakinghimabitnervous

Presh:"andthisisAmahle...

Chase:"waitwhydoyoutwolookalike?"

Me:"wesisters"



Amahle:"Twinsisters"

Chase:"oh,youtoldmeyouonlyhadabrother?"

Me:"it'salongstory"

Helooksatmeindisbelief

Chase:"okaythen"

There'sawkwardvibesaswecontinuetoplaceour

orderswhilemakingsmallconversations

.

.

.

Thulile

.

.

.

Me(gagging):"mhmhIcan'ttakeinanymore"

Mom:"awukahlesekuselekancane"

(There'sonlyafewmoretogo)



Me:"laamanyengizowafakaezinqeninasenkomeni"

(I'llputtherestinbetweenmybuttcheeksandin

myvagina)

Mom:"uzokwaziukukhululekaindlelaengaka?"

(Willyoubecomfortable,it'ssuchalongdistance)

Me:"I'llbefine,thisisnotmyfirsttimeI'mgetting

usedtoitkancanekancane"

(Slowlybutsurely)

Mom:"imaliisingenangokusheshamanje,wenze

kahlewashadanalobigdaddywakhona"

(Moneyiscominginfastnow,youdidgoodby

marryingthisbigdaddy)

Me:"kumelengitholeamantombazanefast,

azokwenzalomsangano,ngobaminaangeke

ngiyimelenjalolento,yebokonakumnandi

ukuvakashakwamazweahlakahlukenebutthey're

justnotworthit"

(Ineedtofindotheryounggirlsquicksotheycould

dothissmugglingnonsense,becauseIcan'ttake

thisanymore,yesthetripstodifferentcountriesare



enjoyable,butthey'rejustnotworthit)

Mom:"don'teventhinkaboutquittingcauseyou

knowifyoutheonewhodeliverspersonally,they

payyoumorecauseuyiBoss,thecontractsaidif

youhireothergirlsthemoneywilldecreaseunless

youalsocarryondelivering"

Me:"it'sjustthesemenalsowanttosleepwithme,

aiminangikhatheleukushinshtananamadoda"

(I'mtiredofhavingsexwithdifferentmen"

Mom:"impilolenganeyamkumeleusebenzise

okunakhomawufunaukuphumele,yabonaukuthi

siphumaphi?LeeNongomabukamanjesesikuphi

nextweekwemovingtoSandtonsiphilakamnandi

youcanhaveanythingyoulike,theseexpensive

weavesyouwear,bukanjenoAmahlenaye

bamthenganginesqinisekoukuthibamdayisisa

ngomzimbauyambonanjeukuthiuphilakamnandi

akasozeaphindealibekeeNongoma"

(Thisisislifemychild,youhavetousewhatyou

haveifyouwanttobesuccessful,lookbackfrom

wherewecomefrominNongomanowlookhowfar



we'vecome.....welivingalavishedlife,.....lookat

AmahletheyalsoboughtherandI'mverysurethat

theymadeheraprostituteyoucanjustseehow

lavishshe'slivingshe'llnevergobacktoNongoma)

Me:"IguessifAmahlethesmartestpersonIknowis

sellingherbodyforthelifestyle,nothingcanstop

me,shealwaysthoughtshewasbetterat

everything,butI'llprovethatshecanneverbegood

ateverything"

Mom:"whenyoucomebackfromthistrip,wegoing

togetyouupgraded,kumeleukuphuleizinqa

namabeleandalsothehips"

(Youhavetogetabuttimplantandalsotheboobs

andhips)

Me(smiling):"sengiyazbonanamzimbawaKim

Kardashian"

(IcanalreadyimaginemyselfinKimKardashian's

body)

Idrinkmorewatertopushdownthedrugs,thisis

waybetterthanlivingapoorlifeinthevillage



.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

I'vealreadysettledinCapetown,therewasnot

reallymuchtodoeitherthan

settleinthenewapartment,Ididnotpurchasethis

house,I'mjustrentingitoutforawhileuntilIfind

myownplace.

IhonestlythoughtI'dbeabitmoreexcitedwith

movinguphere,maybeifInevermadesomany

planswithAmahleaboutcomingupheretogether

andstartingalifehereaftertellingeveryoneabout

ourrelationship,shewasgoingtotransferandwe'd

getmarriedaftershegraduates,worktogether,

travelandmaybestartafamilybyadoptingsince

wecouldn'thaveownownbabies,Iwaswillingto



giveupmydreamsofhavingmyownkidsmade

withmyDNAforher.

Iguesswegotalittletooexcitedtoosoon,Imean

whatdidIexpectfromlovingayounggirlshe'snot

eventwentyyet,Ithinksheneedsspaceandtimeto

growandfigureoutwhatshewants,it'sapitythatI

alreadyknowwhatIwantandIcan'twaitonher

forever,soonerorlaterI'mgoingtohavetoaccept

andstartoverandgivesomeoneelseachance,

there'snothingIwantmorethanhavingmyown

family,IwantchildrensobadandIdon'twantto

waituntilI'minmylatethirtiesorfortytohavethat

I'llbeolderandtired,thesoonerthebetter,Ineedall

theenergyIhaverightnowtomakeandraisea

family.

IlookatmyphoneandIfindmyselfgoingthrough

ourpictures.

DidIeasilygiveuponher?MaybeIshould'vetried

harder,maybeIshouldn'thavelistenedtoherwhen

shetoldmenottofightforher.

ButthenagainI'mnotonetobeg,Ineversee



myselfbegginganyonetolovemethatjustmakes

meseemweakanddesperatewhichissomething

that'snotinmybloodatall,I'veacceptedthe

biggestrejectionofloveI'veeverneededand

yearnedforfrommyfather,Ievenfeellikevomiting

whenIthinkofthewayIwassodesperatebegging

forhisaffectionwhenitwasonlygiventoLowell.

IsighasIstareatherphonenumber

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Wewerenowatthecasinoplayinggames,weare

currentlyatthebowlingalleyitwasgirlsagainstthe

guys,eventhoughitwasabitunfairsincethere

werethreegirlsandonlytwoguys.



IwassittingdownwatchingatLulamaandChase

werebowlingasPreshandIwaitedforourturn

Presh:"Ican'tbelievemycousinisdatingLulama,

outofallpeopleinthisworld"

Me:"Ididnotexpectit,areyougoingtotellhimwhat

shedid?"

Presh:"Idon'tknow...

Me:"youshouldtellhim,shedeservestobe

punishedforeverythingsheputusthrough,she's

evil"

Presh:"Imean,mylifetookanunexpectedbeautiful

turn,I'mlivingalifeIneverthoughtI'dhaveuntilten

yearslaterinmylife,IfoundtrueloveandI'm

studyingabroad,lookingatthingsfromanother

perspective,shewasactuallyablessingindisguise,

I'mnotevenangryatheranymore"

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyoujustsaidthat,youcould've

achievedallthisonyourown,youweresmart,you

could'vesignedupforascholarshiptogostudy

abroadandifyouweremeanttobewithJustinyou

guyswould'vemetsomehow,youdidn'thavetogo



throughsleepingwithdirtyoldrichmenfirstandbe

soldtothehighestbiddertogetwhereyouarenow,

don'tbesogratefulforheryoulostyourdignity

becauseofher"

Presh:"mydignity?UhmexcusemebutIstillhave

mydignity,Ineverlostit,secondofallyoucan'tbe

decidingformetoIshouldforgiveandwhoI

shouldn't,youactuallythelastpersonwhoshould

betalkinglikethis,youandIaredifferentIhavemy

reasonsofwantingtoletgoofthepast,andstop

actinglikeyouknowwhatIwentthroughcauseyou

escapedwayearlier,youactuallyhadsexwith

peoplewholovedyou,Iwastossedbetween

differentmenwithdifferentsizesanddrugged,

you'vebeenthroughyourfairshareandI'vebeen

throughmine,wedifferentandwe'lldealwithit

differently,sopleaserespectmydecisiontonottell

ChaseaboutLulama"

Me:"whataboutallthegirlswho'vebeentrafficked

becauseofher,who'slivesdidn'tturnoutforthe

better?Ifyounotgoingtodoit,thenI'lltellhim,and

maybeevenreporther,thoseyounggirlsdeserve



justice,ifyourlifedidn'ttakethatturn,you'dwant

justicetoo,don'tbeselfish"

Presh:"it'snotyourplacetodothat!Whoforcedyou

toreportLowellafterheabusedyou?Areyounot

theonetakingcareofhimnow?Don'tbea

hypocriteplease"

Me:"Iwasjust....

Myphonerings,Ilookatitandthenumberlooks

familiarbutit'snotsaved

Me:"hello?"

(Silence)

Me:"who'sthis?Icanhearyoubreathing?"

(Silence)

Idropthecall,myheartracesatthethoughtof

Lowellfindinghisphoneorsomeonebreakinginto

helphim

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Presh:"wecan'tjustleavejustbecauseyousayso,

thegameis.....



Me:"Ihavetogorightnow,Lowellneedsme!He

mightbeintroublemaybehefellfromthebed,we

havetogonow,please"

Presh:"okayfineletmetelltheothers"

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Itriedcrawlingoutofbedtoday,worstideaever,

I'vebeenstuckonthebathroomcoldtilesthewhole

day,mybodyjustrefusestomove,I'vetried

everythingbutnothingishappening

Icouldn'tevenmakeittomypills,ifItookmy

medicationdailyIwould'velongbeenhealed,but

mybrainhealingonitsownwilltakealongtime

I'monmytummyhalfnakedonthecoldtiles,Ithink



I'vecriedafullriveroftearsfromthepainand

hopelessness,IwishIneversurvivedmysuicide

attempt,Idon'tunderstandwhyGoddidn'tletme

justdie,IguessthisisthepunishmentIdeservefor

thehorriblethingsI'vedone,andthepainIput

Amahlethrough.

ThetruthisIremembereverything,everythingIdid

toher,thebeatings,lockingherup,deprivingher

foodsometimes,destroyingherwomb,Iwasjusta

cowardtofaceher,IthoughtifIdon'tremember

anythingshe'dgivemeasecondchance,butI

guessitonlymadehermoreangry.

Icanfeelmybodyisclosetogivingup

andI'mholdinginmybreathsoIcandiequicker...

*******

.

.

.

Amahle

.



.

.

Me:"thankyouforthefunnight,Ireallyenjoyed

myself"

Presh:"youwelcomebabe"

Ipullheroutofthecartotalktoherontheside

Me:"I'msorryaboutearlier"

Presh:"youneedtoletgoofthatangerbabe,

bitternessdoesn'tlookcuteonyou"

Me:"Iknow,Ijustreallycareaboutyouthat'sall,and

anyonewhohurtsyouhurtsme"

Presh:"Iunderstand,thesamewayyoufeelabout

LulamaisexactlythesamewayIwantedyoutonot

getbacktogetherwithLowellandgotangrythat

youtakingcareofhim,butIletitgobecauseyou've

madepeacewithit,andIrespectedyoudecision"

Me:"I'msorry"

Presh:"it'sallinthepastnow,let'shugitout"

Weshareawarmhug



Presh:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Shekissesmyforeheadbeforegettinginthecar

anddrivingoff.

Irushinsidethehouseandlockthedoor

Igostraighttothebedroom,myheartskipsabeat

asInoticehe'snotonthebed

Me(screams):"Lowell!?"

Iwalkaroundthebedroomandnoticehisfeetby

thebathroomdoor,IpanicasIrushtohimtofind

himemotionlesslysleepingonthefloor

Me(shakinghim):"Lowell!Wakeup,Lowell!"

Islaphimafewtimes,Itrytoopenhiseyesand

theyarerolledback

Me(crying):"Nonononodon'tdothistome,you

can'tdienow,please..wakeuuupp!!!"

IhearaloudknockcomingfromthedoorasIfeel

myselfrunningoutofbreath

.



.

.

******

"BitternessandLovecan'tlivetogetherinthesame

heart.Eachday,wemustdecidewhichonegetsto

stay,bitternessimprisonslife,butlovereleases

it"(DavewillsandHarryEmerson)

******

Tobecontinued

.

.

.

Pleasecontinuelikingthesponsorspictureifyou

haven'talready,ifitreaches15kasit'scurrentlyon

14kwewillgetamorninginsert(11:00am)onlyifit

reaches15k,soit'salluptoyou goodnight
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•

•

Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

IwasbusyperformanceCPRonLowell,doing

mouthtomouthandpressinghischest.

Heopenedhiseyesbreathingheavilytryingto

catchhisbreath

Me:"ohhhthankyou,thankyousomuch"

Ihuggedhimastheknockatthedoor

wasgettingstronger



Me(shouts):"I'mcoming!!"

Ilookathim

Me:"I'mgoingtoopenthedoorokay,pleasedon't

sayanything,Ipromise,I'llchange,I'lltreatyou

better,justdon'tscream,please"

Henodsshaking,hiswholebodyisshaking

Iquicklyrunouttogoattendthedoor

Ifindthesecurityguardstandinginfrontofthedoor

step

Security:"goodeveningma'am,iseverythingokay?I

heardscreamsIthoughttherewastrouble"

Me:"oh,yes,Ifoundmyboyfriendonthefloor,he

fellfromthebed,IpanickedwhenIcamein,butI

managedtopickhimupandwearefinenow,you

havenothingtoworryabout"

Security:"areyousure?"

Me:"yes,I'mfine,webothare,I'lljusttakehimtothe

doctortomorrowforacheckupbutwegood"

Security:"okay,I'mgladtohearthat,sorryaboutMr



Nhlabathi,he'sagoodman,Ihopehehealssoon"

Me:"he'sgettingthere,thankyouforcheckingupon

us"

Security:"it'smyjobandapleasure,havea

goodnight"

Hewalksaway,Iclosethedoorandsigh

restingmybackagainstit.

Irushbacktotheroomandtrytohelp

Lowell,buthe'stooheavytoliftsoI

bringhiswheelchaircloser.

Ipickhimupandhelphimsitonthewheelchairand

pushhimtowardsthebed

Ilookatthespothe'sbeensleepingonfordays,the

bediswetandyellow,he'sbeenpeeingonhimself,I

lookathim,

Helooksatmethensadlylooksdowninshame,my

heartsinksatthedamageI'vecaused,Ididn'tmean

totakeitthisfar,henearlydiedbecauseofme,I

wouldn'thaveeverhealedifhediedearlier



Me:"youcan'tsleepheretonight,you'llusethe

guestroom"

Hedoesn'tsayanything,he'sstillshiveringandcold

halfnaked

ItakeasmallblanketandwrapitaroundhimasI

crouchtohislevel,Irubhisarms

Me:"I'llgorunyouawarmbath,soyoucanbewarm

okay"

Hedoesn'trespond,myheartraces,maybethefall

affectedhisspeech,hehasn'tletoutasound

Me:"Lowell,please,saysomething"

(Silence)

Icuphisfacetolookatme,hiseyeslockwithmine

buthedropsthemimmediately

Me:"please,justsaysomething?Canyoustilltalk?

Pleasetalktome"

Lulo:"I'mfffine"

IsighinreliefasIgetupandpushhimbacktothe

bathroomandrunhimawarmbath,itwasa



strugglegettinghiminthetubbutImanaged,Ilet

himsleeponhisbackasIwashedeverypartofhis

body,Iwashhimthoroughlyinbetweenhislegs

andhisbuttcracktomakesuretherearen'tany

fecesthat'dmakehimuncomfortable,Inoticehis

dickhardandawake,Ilookupathim,helooks

awayfrommeshyly,Ismileathim,IrealizeI

haven'ttouchedhimthisgentlyinalongtime

Me:"youreallyenjoyingthisbatharen'tyou?"

Asmilecreepsonhisface

Lulo:"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanto"

Me:"No,it'sokay,don'tapologise,weshouldgetout

ofhereandgetyouwarminbed"

IopenthestopperforthewatertodrainoutasI

wraphimwithatowelandhelphimup.Ittookme

halfanhourifnotanhourtogethimoutthetub,I

neverknewahumanbeingcanbesoheavy,

especiallyifhecan'tevensupporthimself,I

lotionedhimanddressedhiminhiswarmpyjamas

Iopenthecoversandtuckhimin



HelooksatmeasI'mtuckinghim

Lulo:"butthisisyourroom"

Me:"I'llsleeponthecouch"

Lulo:"please,pleasesleepherewithme...

Me:"Lowell...

Lulo:"wewon'tdoanything,Ican'tevenmove,

please,justthisonce"

Me(sighs):"okay,fine,I'llsleepwithyou"

Hesmilesfaintly

Lowell:"Mahle?"

Me:"yes?"

Lowell:"I'msohungry"

Myheartbreaksfromhistone

Me:"I'llgomakeyoufood"

IquicklyheadtothekitchenwhereIpreparehima

quickmealfromthefoodIcookedthenightbefore,

IgototheroomandsitbytheedgeofthebedasI

feedhim



Lowell(chewing):"thankyou"

Me:"pleasestopsayingthat,Ihavetodothisfor

you"

Lowell:"okay"

Ilookathim,he'sbecomesoafraidofme,hecan't

evenexpresshimselftome

Me:"youwelcome"

HesmilesasIcontinuetofeedhim

AfterawhileIleavetheroomtogocleanuphis

bedroomandIputthebedcoversandsheetsinthe

laundryroomandletthemwash,whileIgotakea

shower,andcontinuecleaningup,tillIwasready

forbed.

Ifirstgototheclosetandclosemyselfin,it'sawalk

inclosetsothere'salotofspace,Ihaven'tbeen

usingmygiftsinceIstartedtakingcareofLowell,I

knewIonlytookcareofhimfromadarkplacein

myheartandnotfromaourheart.

IneedtoapologisetoGodandasktheancestorsto

forgivemeandguidemesoIcanhealLowell.



Ipreparemyspacegettingmycandlesandincense

ready,Ialsogotakeabottleofwhiskeyandwine

fromLowell'salcohol,Itakeafewfruitsastokens

ofmyappreciationandapologies

Ilotthematchandonthecandlesandalsothe

incense,thecandlesblowoffandthesmokefrom

theincensediesdownimmediately

Whatgoingon?Itrytolitthemupagainbutthey

keepswitchingoff

Itryingburningtheincensebutitdoesn'tcatch

smoke

Me:"nonono,ohGodno"

Igoputonmyfulltraditionalprophetattire,and

morebeedsaroundmyneckandfeet,Isayaprayer

before.

Me:"JesuchrestuwaseNazareth,Babangiyaz

ukuthingonilebaba,thixowethuomkhulu,Ngiyazi

izeqozami,isonosamisipambikwaminjalo,ubuso

bakoubusiteleizonozami,ubesuleububibami,

UmhlatshelootandwauNkulunkuluungumoya

odabukileyo,inhliziyoedabukileyo,ehlabekileyo...



(JesusChristofNazareth,fatherIknowIhave

sinned,AlmightyGod,Iknowmyevilways,I'ma

sinnerandalwayswillbe,YouareaforgivingGod,

youbeautifythemeek,allIhavetosacrificeforyour

abundantlove,mercyandgraceistohavea

peacefulspiritandapureheart)

Me:"ngiyazthobaphambikobusobakho,Ihavelet

youdown,Ihaveletmyancestorsdown,Ibow

beforeyouandIaskforyourforgiveness,inthe

nameofJesusChristIpray,Amen"

Itakemysnuffandsniffonit,soIcanfeela

connectionwiththeancestors

ItrytolitthecandlesandtheincenseagainasIcall

outmyclans

Theylitupandsmokearisesfromtheincense

Me:"ThokozaniboGogonabomkhulu,nina

boMagembe,Hlumakazi,ulwandlealuwelwaluwelwa

zinkonjanezonaziphaphaphezulu

emafini,uphangelakobhongokoqhoqhoqho

,umlamlankunzingabeuziyekile

zabulalana,HlumakazikaMdaka,Umdaka



usezintangeni,wenaowasephulamuthiuphekiwe

endlinikamantombase,abakaphangela

abaphangelaizinkomozamadodalathiilanga

liphumalabeliphumanezinkanzizamadoda.....(clan

praises)

Theystillnotpresent,IguessthismeansI'llhaveto

makeagreatersacrificefordisrespectingthemand

they'regift,ImighthavetogobacktoKzn,Ineedto

slaughterananimal,Ialsoneedtothemtoblessmy

relationshipwithmynewfamily,butthatcanonly

workifIpurelyforgivethemall,includingLulama.

Mygiftwon'tworkuntilI'vedoneallthis,that'swhat

theholyspiritistellingme,howdoIknowit'sthe

holyspirit?BecauseIknowIwouldn'thavethe

thoughtofthisonmyown,Ihavetoforgive

everyone,thisisgoingtobehard,Ireallyneed

mamSontoforthis,Ineedherguidance....

.

.

.

Lulama



.

.

.

Me:"babe?"

(Silence)

Me:"canyoupleasetalktome"

Chase:"I'mtryingtosleep"

Me:"youshould'vetookmehomethenifyouwere

goingtogivemeacoldshoulder"

Chase:"I'lltakeyouhomeinthemorning,orshouldI

callyouanUber?"

Isighandsitup

Me:"I'msorryIdidn'ttellyouaboutmysister,I

knowwesaidweshouldbeopenandhonestwith

eachother,it'sjust,Igrewupwithoutasistermy

wholelife..."

Hesitsupandswitchesonthelamp

thenlooksatme



Chase:"whatdoyoumean?She'syourtwinsister..."

Me:"wewereseparatedatbirth"

Chase:"whoathosethingsreallyhappen?"

Me:"yes,theydo,sheonlyfoundherwaytouslast

yearwhenshecametovarsity,wedidn't

automaticallyclickandreunite,alothashappened,

wehatedeachother,Ithinkwestilldo,well,Idon't

anymore,butshe'sjust..Idon'tknowshe's

somehowchanged,Ifeellikesheonlyreunitedwith

ustotakeupmyspotinthefamily,she'soutshining

meandsheknowsit,it'slikeshe'stryingtobea

betterversionofme,she'salwaystalkingabouther

goodgradesandhowsheusedtogotoumhlanga,

justeverythingsheknowswillmakeeveryonelike

herandmompraisesherandstartscomparing

us...Ithoughtshe'dwantanswersaboutourpast,

whywereweseparated,howwasourfatherlike,

howdidshegrowup,Ithoughtshe'dwantusto

updateeachotheronhowwegrewupandhowwas

thefamilythatraisedher,buteverytimeIraiseup

thattopic,sheshutsitdownandsodoesmy

parents,aslongasAmahleisnotreadytotalk



aboutit,thennooneshouldtalkaboutit,momis

tryingsohardtomakeituptoherfornotbeingin

herlifethatIfeellikeI'mnotpartofthefamily

anymore,I'mjustanextra,Idon'tfeelloved,I

haven'tbeenfeelinglovedforawhilenow,mymom

andIhadafalloutwhenIbecameateenagerand

startedmisbehavinganddating,whilemyfather

supportedmeineverythingandspoiltme,ever

sincethetruthaboutAmahlecameout,it'slikeI

becamelessimportanttoeveryone,shetook

everyone'slovefromme,includingmyhusband...I

justwishshenevercameintoourlives,Iwishshe

stayedasecretforever"

Hepullsmeintohisarms

Chase:"Ididn'tknow,I'msorry,butwhatdoyou

meanincludingyourhusband?"

Me:"hehadanaffairwithher"

Chase:"wow,nowIunderstandwhyyoudidn'ttell

meabouther"

Imoveawayfromhisembrace

Me:"there'salsosomethingelseIhaven'ttoldyou"



Chase:"whatisit?"

Me:"aboutmyhusband"

Chase:"okay,whathappened?"

Me:"he'snotreallydead"

Chase:"what?"

Me:"hefakedhisdeath,weonlyfoundouttwo

monthsago,butwesortedeverythingout,we

agreedonadivorce,Isignedthepapersafew

weeksago"

Hesighsholdinghisheadtakingitallin

Chase:"whodoesthat?Whofakestheirdeath?For

whatgoodreason,doesheknowthepainheput

youthrough,thenheasksforadivorce?Didhe

evenloveyou?"

Me:"it'sokaybabe,therewasneveranygenuine

lovebetweenusanyway,well,Ilikedhimalot,we

wereattractedtoeachother,butitwasn'tlove,we

wereinanarrangedmarriage,wewereforcedtobe

togetherforthesakeofbusiness"

Chase:"soyourmarriagewasabusiness



agreement?"

Inod

Chase:"wow,andIthoughtmylifewascomplicated"

Me:"there'sstillalotyoudon'tknowaboutme,but

don'tworryaboutit,westillhavetime,westill

gettingtoknoweachother"

Chase:"Iguessyouright,sorryforgivingyouacold

shoulder"

Me(smiles):"it'sokay"

Hepullsmeinforakiss

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

I'vejustfinishedtakingashower



I'mnowinfrontofthemirrorbuttoningupmyshirt.

I'llbedrivingdowntowheremyhospitalislocated,

itusedtobeacardealershipbuilding,butI'llbe

turningitintoahospital,todayI'mgoingtofinalize

thepapers,thenI'llhavefullrightsovertheproperty.

I'mexcitedaboutthis,it'sbeenmydreameversince

Icouldremember,Ihonestlydidn'tthinkit'dhappen

thissoon,propertyishardtofind,andahospitalis

evenhardertobuild,it'lltakealongtimebeforeit's

thewayIwantittobe.

*****

Nessa:"what'sgoingonhere?"

Me:"whatdoesitlooklike?"

Igodownononeknee

Me:"Vanessagoodwill,willyoudomethehonorand

marryme?"

Nessa(excitedly):"Yess!!YesyesIwill!!"

*****

Nessa:"I'mnotgoing!!"



Me:"Go!"

Nessa:'No!!"

Shetakesoutagunandpointsitatme

Ipulloutaknife

Nessa:"we'lljusthavetoseewho'llmakeitoutalive,

butI'mnotgoing,I'mnotleavingyoubaby!"

Iwalkclosertoher

Nessa:"Noahdon'tdoitplease!!"

Ichargetowardsher...

*********

Iheadtothekitchenandpourmyselfaglassof

water,Ikeepgettingthesameflashbacks,Ithink

mymindistryingtoremembersomething,

sometimesIgetflashbacksofmyrelationshipwith

Nessa,allthegoodtimeswehadandthebad,she

wasaverytoxicperson,webothwereandIguess

thisiswhyIlovedher,she'stheonlyonewho

understoodandacceptedmeforwhatIam,she

wastoowildthough....Istilldon'tknowhowshe

died,myflashbacksalwaysendwhileI'mcharging



towardsherwithaknife,abigpartofmedoesn't

wanttobelieveIdidanythingtoherwiththatknife,I

knowI'dneverdothattosomeoneIlove,I'm

capableofmanythings,butI'dnevertakeanother

person'slife,maybeifit'stoprotecttheonesIlove

thenIwouldn'tthinktwice,butIcouldn'thavekilled

Nessa,Ilovedherwaytoomuch,wewereobsessed

ofeachother,wefoughtalotyesbutInever

would'vekilledher,Idon'tknowwho'sbodyI

draggedintothewoodsbutIstronglybelievethat,

that'sjustmynightmarehauntingme,ifVanessais

reallydead,thenherspiritmustbeangryatmeand

she'shauntingme,maybewehadahugefight

beforeshedied,ormaybeshedoesn'twanttoletgo

andseethelight.AllthisisconfusingIjustneedto

forgetabout

her,Ineedtostopwonderingabouther,it'stimeto

startmylifeoverfromacleanslateandforget

aboutmypast,allofit,thatincludesAmahle,she

seemstohaveforgottenaboutme,lookslikeshe

evendeletedmynumbersinceshedidn'trecognize

itwasmecallingherlastnight.



Itakemyphoneandblockanddeletehercontact.

Icontinuegettingmyselfreadybeforeheadingout

.

.

.

Thandile

.

.

.

IwenttotheschooladministrationofficesandI

managedtofindprivateaccommodationwhichis

fundedbyNsfasbutIcanonlymoveinnextyear,

theyhavesecuredthespaceforme.Sofornow,I'm

onmyownwithfindingaplacetostayformybaby

andI.

I'moutsideMenzi'splacewithmybabyonmyback,

Idon'tknowhowthisisgoingtoplayout,buthe's

myonlyhoperightnow,ifherejectsme,Imight

havetodropoutandgobacktomyabandoned



homeinKznandlookforajobtoprovideformy

babyandI.

ItakeadeepbreathbeforeIknock.

There'ssilence,Iknockagain,harderthistime

"Ngyeza!"

(I'mcoming!)

Heopensthedoorandoureyeslock

Menzi:"Thandile?"

Me:"ngyaziukuthiuyangizonda,kodwangyakucela,

celaungisize,Idon'thaveanywhereelsetogo

please"

(Iknowyouhatemebutpleasehelpmeout)

Igodownonmykneesandbeg

Me:"please,I'llcook,I'llcleanI'lldowhateveryou

wantmeto,justforafewmonthsuntilJanuarynext

year,pleaseIcan'tstaywithmybabyatResandI

havenowheretogo,noonetoturnto,youtheonly

personwithakindheartIthoughtof,Ipromiseafter

thisI'llleaveyouforever,please"



Hepullsmeuptostandonmyfeet

Menzi:"youhurtmeThandile"

Me:"Iknow,andI'llspendeverydayapologizing,it

wasastupidstupidmistakeoutofnaivity,please

forgiveme"

Hemakeswayforme

Menzi:"ngena"

(Comein)

Me:"ohthankyou,thankyousosomuch!!"

Iattackhimwithahug,hedoesn'treturnit,Iquickly

letgoofhim

Me:"Ipromiseyouwon'tregretthis"

"Mama!"

Me:"Lwazi!"

Herunsuptomeandgivemeabighug

.

.

.



Amahle

.

.

.

Wewereinthecar,drivingtohismom'splace,we

justcamebackfromthehospitaltocheckhimup.

Lulo:"areyousureaboutthis?"

Me:"yes,I'msorryItookyouinthefirstplace,I

reallythoughtIcouldtakecareofyou,Ididn't

realizehowangryIstillwasatyou,howangryIstill

amattheworld,Iwasnotsupposedtoilltreatyou

likethat,Iofallpeopleknowhowit'sliketobe

abused,andIneverimaginedmyselftreatingor

puttinganyonethroughthatkindofpain,I'mnowno

differentfromallthepeoplewho'vewrongedme,I

tookGod'sauthorityintomycontrol,Iwentagainst

everythingIbelievedin,everythingIwastaught,I

failedmyselfandmyancestorshaveturnedtheir

backsonme,I'vejeopardizedmygiftgreatly,all

becauseofanger,Ineedtogotake



careofmyselfbeforeIcantakecare

ofanyone,I'msosorryforeverythingIputyou

through"

Lulo:"don'tapologiseplease,Ideservedeverything"

Me:"itwasnotmyplacetodecidewhatyou

deserved"

Lulo:"it'sokayMahle,IunderstandandIforgive

you"

Ilookathimthenbackattheroad

Me:"I'malsosorryforgivingyoufalsehopeabout

usbeingtogether,thetruthis,myloveforyoudied

thedayyoufirstkickedmeoutoftheapartment,

eventhewayyoutreatedmebeforethat,Iwas

neverhappybecauseyounevershowedme

affectionunlessyoufeltlikeitandyouneverhad

timeforme,theconstanttravel,thecheatingsignsI

ignored,IreallydidloveyoubutmostlyI

appreciatedyouforbeingmyhero,forgettingme

outofthatclub,fortakingmebacktoschool,for

givingmearoofovermyhead,whenIfoundoutthe

wholetruthabouthowyoutheonewhoboughtme



inthefirstplace,yourfatheristheonewhocollects

girlsfromvillagestotrafficandsellsthem,Ifeltlike

youusedme,youknewthetruthbutstillmademe

believeyouweremytruehero...butIguessIhaveto

letgoofthatnow,it'snotgoodformyheartandmy

wellbeing"

Iparkthecaroutsidehishouse

Lulo:"Ialsohavesomethingtosay"

Me:"what?"

Lulo:"Iremembereverything,Ididn'thaveamemory

loss,IjustpretendedbecauseIwasacowardto

faceyou,IwasscaredtofindouthowIdestroyed

you,howmuchyouhateme,IthoughtifIdidn't

rememberanythingit'llbeeasierforyoutoforgive

me,Iknow,I'maselfishperson,Iwasonlythinking

aboutmyselfandwasprotectingmyfeelings,Ijust

wantedyoutogiveasecondchance,Ijustwanted

youtolovemeagain,itwasallaboutmememe,

butthatendsnow,Ijustwanttoapologizeforall

thepainanddamageI'vecausedinyourlife,I'mnot

apologizingforyoutoforgiveme,butforyouto



knowthatIregreteverythingI'veputyouthrough,

I'mnotgoingtoblamemyupbringingbecauseI

knewbetter,butIstilldecidedtofollowbad

examplecauseIthoughtit'dmakeyoulovemeand

notleaveme,whenitwasactuallymakingyou

afraidandscaredofme,Ideservedtogothrough

whatyouputmethroughsoIcangetatasteofmy

ownmedicine,eventhoughyourpunishmentwas

morelenientthanwhatIdidtoyou,pleasefinditin

yourhearttoacceptmyapology"

Ifeelmyheartbreakalloveragain

Me:"it'sallinthepastnow,butthere'salso

somethingyouhavetoknow,it'sonlyfairyouhear

itfromme"

Lulo:"isitaboutNoah?"

Inod

Lulo:"ifyoulovehim,Iguessyoushouldbewith

him,Ijustneedyoutobehappynow,Ican'tbe

selfishbywantingyoualltomyself,yourhappiness

meansmoretomenowandifbeingwithmy

brothermakesyouhappy,pleasebyallmeans,you



havemyblessings"

Me:"okay,thankyou,butIdon'tthinkthat'sgoingto

happenanymore,I'veruinedit,butit'sokay,Iguess

Ineedafreshstartwithnomaninmylifeandjust

focusonGod,myselfandmyfamily"

Henodslookingintomyeyes

Lulo:"Ihopewewon'tbecomestrangers,ifyouwant

toreportmepleasedo,anythingtohelpyoufind

peaceagain"

Me:"I'mnotgoingtoreportanything,I'mjustglad

wetalked,thisisallIneeded,whathappenedinthe

pastfewmonthswasunnecessaryandI'llpay

dearlyforit"

There'scompletesilenceaswetrytotakein

everythingsaid.

Lulo:"sothisisit?Thisiswhereourpathsseparate"

Inod

Me:"thisisit,myjourneywiththeNhlabathisends

today"

Hetakesmyhandwithoureyesfixedoneachother,



Ifeelhisfacegettingcloser

tillourlipscollideaswekiss,Ipushhimaftera

while,IsmiletomyselfasIrealizethesparkisnot

thereanymore,therewasnoemotionsorfeelings

whatsoever

Inoticehismothercomingtowardsthecar

Me:"yourmom,letmehelpyouout"

Igetoutthecarandtakeouthiswheelchairfrom

thebackseat

Me:"Goodafternoonmah"

SheignoresmeassheopensthedoorforLowell,

hecallsthesecuritytocomehelpastheyputhim

onthewheelchair

Norah:"youletthislittlegirlpoisonyouagainstme?

Youhurtmyfeelingssomuch,didyoureallymean

allthosethingsyousaidtome?"

Lulo:"Ididn'tmeanthem,Iwasjustangryatmyself

soIpushedyouawaycauseIdidn'tfeellikeI

deservedamotherlikeyou,whoalwaysforgives

menomatterwhatIdo"



Shesighsandhugshim

Me(clearsthroat):"uhmMsButhelezi,Ijustwanted

tosaythatI'msorry...

Norah:"Idon'twanttohearit,you'vedoneenough!

Areyouhappynow?NoahalsowenttoCapetown

becausehewantstobefarawayfromyou....

Me:"Noah'sgone?....

Thatcomesoutasawhisper

Norah:"nowyou'vehadenoughofLowellyougoing

togorunningafterNoah,Ineverknewyouwere

suchabitch...

Lulo:"Mom!!Juststop!Don'tcallherthat!She

hasn'tdoneanything,ifanything,weshouldbe

apologizingtoher,Ifitwasn'tforourshadyfamily

business,Amahlewouldn'tbehere,NoahandI

boughther,shewasgoingtobetraffickedbyyour

husband'sdirtycompany,Amahledidn'tplayus,

NoahandIplayedherforourownsickrevenge

gamesandothersickreasons,weshouldbe

apologizingtoAmahle,andhopeshe'llbeableto

forgive,butifshedoesn't,wecan'tblameher,you



areawomanmom,youknowwhatIputherthrough,

you'vebeenthroughitandstillstayedforyears,

that'stheonlydifferencebetweenyouandAmahle

shedidn'tstay,Ienjoyedtreatingherlikethatatthat

time,Iwasclosetokillingher,you'vebeenAmahle

foryearsnow,butyoustilljustifyourbehaviorand

turnagainstherjustbecauseshe'snotfamily?

She'sawoman,youawoman,shouldn'tyoufeel

somethingforher?Shouldn'tthatcountfor

something?"

Shelooksatme,Ilookdown

ShepushesLowellinsidewithoutsayinganother

word,Lowelltriestoprotestuntiltheydisappear

intothehouse,Igivethesecuritythecarkeysafter

takingmyallmybagsandluggagefromthecarand

callanUbertotakemehome,tomymother'splace.

IcannotbelieveNoahhasleft,afterthewayI

pushedhimaway,Idoubtheeverwantstoseeme

again.Forhimtogothatfar,hemustbereallydone

withme

Iguesswecannotalwaysfixthings,somethings

arejustmeanttostaybroken



.

.

.

******

"Youcan'tstartthenextchapterofyourlife,ifyou

keepre-readingthelastone"

******

Tobecontinued

.

.

.

Sorryforthedelayandthankyouforlikingthe

sponsorspost
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•

Twoweekslater

Amahle

•

•

•

•

•

I'vebeeninKznforawholetwoweeksnow

MamSontowasverydisappointedin

meafterItoldherwhathappened,soshemade

staysoIcancleansemyself,Ihadtobuytwogoats

andtwochickensassacrificefortheancestors,this

wasnotonlyforwhatIdidtoLowellbutalsofor

havingsexwithNoah,Noahwassupposedtobe

cleansedfirsttohelpgetridofNessa'sangryspirit

withhim,mesleepingalsohadanegativeimpact

onmyspirituality.Ishould'veknownthisbutI



guessIgottooexcitedaboutusbeingtogether,

Lordknowsthatmanmakesmeloosemysenses,

butatleastnowtheancestorshaveforgivemeand

mygiftisfine.

Sonto:"itwasnicehavingyouhere,it'salwaysso

muchfunwhenyouvisit"

Me:"Ienjoybeingheresomuch,Ialwaysfeelat

peacelikeI'mhome"

Sonto:"that'sbecauseyouare,butwehavetogoto

yourfather'shousesowecancleanseitsothatyou

canvisitthereonholidays"

Me:"mamSonto,Idon'twanttogobacktothat

house,IhaveforgivenbutI'llneverforget,thereare

nogoodmemoriesinthathouse,besidesthere'sno

onetogobacktherefor,wecangocleanseitbutI

don'twantitasmyhomeanymore,thisismyhome"

Sonto:"okay,Iunderstand,whydon'tyourentitout

thenandmakemoneyfromit?"

Me:"buthowwillImaintainitfromfar,I'mjustgoing

toleaveitthere,it'snotmyresponsibilityafterallit

ismystepmother'shousesothey'llseewhatthey



dowithit"

Sonto:"Isee,sonowyougoingtogoandfixthings

withNoah?"

Me:"YeahI'mgoingtotry,Iheardhe'sflyingin

tomorrow,I'lltrytoreachouttohim,Ihopehe

forgivesmeandgivesusasecondchance,Ireally

wanttobewithhim,thesepastmonthshavebeen

miserablewithouthim,Ijustcan'tstopthinking

abouthim"

Sonto:"Iknowhowmuchyoulovehim,trustme,he

lovesyoujustasmuch,buthehasalotofbaggage

onhim,yourfuturewithhimisblurred,it'sreallyup

tothebothofyoubutifyoutwoarereallymeantto

betogether,don'tforcethingsandletfatetake

control"

Me(smiles):"Idon'trememberatimeIhadtoforce

anythingwhenitcomestoNoah,everythingjust

alwayshappenednaturally(smilesdisappears)

exceptthetimeIforcedhimtostayawayfromme

andIlosthim"

Sonto:"Itrustthatifit'smeanttobeitwillbe,andif



youdonotgettheresponseyouhopingfor,please

justletitbeandfocusonyourself,youspiritual

growthandschool,becomethedoctoryoualways

wantedtobeandachievethelifeyoualways

dreamtofbeforeyouevenmetNoah"

IsighandgetupasIhearahootoutside

Me:"thatmustbemytransport,Ishouldgetgoing"

Sonto:"okayKhanya,uhambekahlekesisi"

(Haveasafetrip)

Me:"nisalekahle"

Itakemypackedbagsandheadoutasshe

accompaniesme

Sonto:"remember,fromnowon,becarefulwhoyou

sleepwith,heshouldbesomeoneyousurehe'll

marryyou,youareGod'sanointedyourbodyishis

temple,andtheancestorsliveinyou,youneedto

respectthem"

Me:"IdoandIwillcontinuetorespectmybody,I'll

waitformarriageandifitdoesn'thappenbeinga

nunagainisnotabadidea"



Shelaughs

Sonto:"don'tsaythat,youwilldiefromlackofsex"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"ohmygoshmahh!"

Sonto:"justkeeppraying,ofthingsdon'tworkout

betweenyouandNoah,whichIbelievetheywill,do

notgoaroundlookingforloveoranotherguywho

issimilartoNoahcausethere'sonlyoneNoahin

thisworldandyou'llonlybehurtingyourselfifyou

dothat,justfocusonyourselfandletGoddothe

rest"

Me:"yebomah,thankyouforthewisewordsand

lessons,Iwillmissyou"

Sonto:"Ialreadymissyou"

Wehugbeforemakingmywaytothecar

.

.

.

Lulama



.

.

.

Iknockedafewtimesbeforeheletmein

Me:"heydad"

Dad:"hiprincess,please,haveaseat"

Isatdownoppositehim

Me:"IhopeI'mnotintrouble"

Dad:"no,it'snothinglikethat,Ijustwantedtotalkto

youaboutyourboyfriend"

Me:"oh,youmeanChase?"

Dad:"yes"

Me:"whatabouthim?"

Dad:"Idon'ttrusthim"

Me:"Dad,he'sharmless,we'vebeendatingforfive

monthsnow,he'shelpedmedealwithalot"

Dad:"Iknow,butareyousureyoulovehim?I've

seenthewayyou'vebeenvisitingLowellmore



lately"

Me:"LowellandIarejustfriends,he'sdealingwitha

lotandweagreedonbeingthereforeachother,but

nothingmoreisgoingonbetweenus"

Dad:"okay...youtheonlyonewhoknowsyourheart,

butIstilldon'ttrusthimandIwantedtoletyou

know,Ialsowishyoucouldstayawayfromthe

Nhlabathis,yousawwhattheydidtoyoursister,

she'ssufferedagreatdealintheirhands,Idon't

wantanyofmydaughtersinvolvedwiththem"

Me:"soyounolongerpartneringwiththemin

business?"

Dad:"thatallcamecrushingdownthedaytheirson

fakedhisdeath,theycannotbetrusted,tothink

they'dgothatfartobetrayouragreement,that

familyhasalwaysbeenbadnews,theirtoxicasa

familyandalsoinbusiness,Itriedtorevengethem

forallthethingsthey'vedonetomyfamilybut

usingyouwaswrongofmeanditonlymademeas

toxicasthem"

Me:"Istilldon'tunderstand,howwasmemarrying



Noahsupposedtoberevenge?"

Dad:"ifonlyyourbabysurvived,youwould've

witnessedmyplans,butafteryoulostyourbaby

andthewholetruthaboutyouandyoursister,about

Noah,everythingjustbecameworthlessand

backfiredonme,IrealizedIhadmyowndemonsto

fight,theNhlabathiswillgetwhat'scomingtothem,

it'sjustnotmyplacetogiveittothem"

Me:"somybabywould'vebeenusedaspawnto

yoursickgameswithyourenemies?Nowondershe

didn'tmakeit!Youalreadyhadevilplansforher

andshefeltit!YouareevilDad,younodifferent

fromtheNhlabathis!Atleasttheyshowtheir

evilness,unlikeyou,awolfinsheep'sclothing!"

Dad:"I'msorryprincess,I.....

Idon'tlethimfinishasIstormoutofhisofficeand

headoutpassingmombythekitchen

Mom:"Lulu!"

Icontinuewalkingignoringher

"Lulama!Imakancane!Lulama!"



Istopandturntolookather,myheartispounding

fastagainstmychest

Me:"mah,please,Ijustneedair"

Mom:"canwepleasetalk?"

Me:"pleasecallAmahle,she'llunderstandwhatever

youhavetosaywaybetter"

Mom:"don'tbelikethat,stoptryingtosideline

yourself,IloveyoujustasmuchasIloveher"

Me(mumbling):"yeahwellyouhaveafunnywayof

showingit"

Mom:"pardon?"

Me:"Ireallyhavetobesomewhere,canIgonow?"

Shesighsdefeatedfoldingherarms

Me:"bye"

Igetinmycaranddriveoff,Ihavenoideawhere

I'mgoing,allIknowisthatIneedair

ItakemyphoneandcallChasebuthedoesn'tpick

up,Ifeellikehe'sbeendistantlatelyeversincehe

introducedmetoPrecious,Ican'thelpbutthinkthat



shetoldhimthetruthaboutwhatIdidtoher

Iparkthecarinfrontofthehouseafterthesecurity

letmein

Ipressthecallbuttonnexttothedoor

Thecameraflashesdetectingmyfacebeforethe

dooropensforme,Iletmyselfinside...

Me:"hello!Anyonehome!?"

"Whatapleasantsurprise"

Iturntolookathimashiswheelchairdrivesitself

towardsme

Me:"hey"

Hefrownlookingatme

Lowell:"haveyoubeencrying?"

Me:"No,Ididn'tknowwhereelsetogo"

Lowell:"sitdown"

Itakeaseatbytheloungeonthecouch,hehelps

himselffromhiswheelchairtositonthecouchnext

tome



Me:"wow,youaregettingbetter"

Lowell:"yeahwellyouknow,Itakeitonedayata

time,howareyoufeeling?What'sbotheringyou?"

Me:"ohit'snothing,Ijustneededtobeawayfrom

homethat'sall,unfortunatelyIcouldn'tthinkof

anywhereelseI'dfeelbetterbuthere"

Lowell:"didthatlittleboyfriendofyourshurtyou?

Doyouneedmetotakecareofhim?"

Iburstintoalaughbutmytearsbetraymeasthey

escapemyeyes

Iwipethemoffquickly

Lowell:"heyhey,don'tdothat,don'tyoudothatin

frontofme,wipethosetears"

Icontinuewipingthemoff

Me:"I'msorry"

Lowell:"comehere"

Imovecloserasheletsmerestonhischest

Me:"I'msorry,Idon'tevenknowwhyI'mcrying,I

mean,Ideserveeverythingbadthat'shappeningto



me,it'smykarmaforallthebadthingsI'vedoneto

otherpeople"

Lowell:"that'strue,karmaisabitch,butifyou

acknowledgethatit'skarmaandyouacknowledge

yourbadchoicesyoumadeinthepast,allyoucan

doissuckitupanddobetterforthenextchapterof

yourlife,wecan'tchangethepastnow,butwecan

changethefuture,bybecomingbetterpeople,I

knowithurtsbutcryingisnotgoingtohelpyou,

makingachange,accepting,askingforforgiveness

totheonesyou'vehurt,forgivingyourselfand

movingon,makechoicesthataregoodforyour

mentalhealth,don'tallowpeerpressuretoplay

mindtricksonyou,youagoodpersonLulu,you

haveagoodheart,youjustneverlearnthowtouse

it,butnowit'stimetobethepersonyoutrulyare,

givethatkindofenergytotheuniverse,theenergy

yougivewhenyouwithme,andtheuniversewill

giveitbacktoyou"

Imovefromhischestandlookathim

Me:"youalwaysknewhowtomakemefeelbetter"



Lowell:"toobadIcan'tgiveyouagoodfuck

anymore,Iwould'vesavedmyselfthislongspeech"

Ilaughhittinghisshoulder

Me:"Ipreferthelongspeech"

Heraisedhisbrows

Lowell:"yousureaboutthat?"

Ismilenoddingashestaresintomyeyes,Ifeelour

bodiesgettingcloserandhisfacemovingin

"Kghmm!"

(Clearingthroat)

Webothjumpbackasweturntolookbehindus

Lady:"MrNhlabathiwewerenotdonewithour

sessionyet"

Lowell(smiles):"Itoldyoutostopcallingmethat"

Shesmilesblushing

Lady:"Lowell...

Lowell:"muchbetter,I'llberightthere,pleasegive

mefivemoreminutes"



Lady:"okay"

Sheturnsandswingsherhipsasshewalksaway

Helooksatme

Me:"who'sshe?"

Lowell:"that'smyphysiotherapist"

Me:"ohshedoesn'tlooklikeaprofessional"

Lowell:"yeahshe'sverycool,andsheknowsher

thingIwishIgotherearlier,I'dlongbewalkingby

now,Icanmovemybodybetterbecauseofher"

Me:"ohthat'snicebutshouldn'tshebewearinga

uniformorsomething?"

Lowell:"Itoldhernotto,Ifeelmorecomfortable

whenshe'scasual,itdoesn'tmakemefeellikea

doctorishelpingmebutmorelikeafriend"

Me:"oh....

Lowell:"Ishouldgetbacktoit"

Me:"yeah,I'msorryfordisturbing"

Lowell:"I'mgladyoustoppedby...



Igetupandhealsogetsonhiswheelchair

Me:"Ihopeyougetbacktoyourselfsooner"

Lowell:"Ihopethesameforyou..

Heopenshisarmsforme,Igoinforahugashe

holdsmetight

Iwalktowardsthedoor

"Lulama"

Iturntolookathim

Lowell:"remember,toforgiveyourpast"

Inod

Me:"okay"

Lowell:"andI'llalwaysbehereforyou"

Me(smiles):"goodbye"

.

.

.

Lowell



.

.

.

Me:"I'msorryaboutthat"

Bailey:"it'sfine,let'sjustgetbacktoitshallwe?"

Me:"areyoumad?"

Bailey:"No,whywouldIbemad,it'snotlikeyou

wastedmytimeoranything"

Ilaugh

Me:"there'sthesarcasmIlike,okay,I'msorryfor

wastingyourtime"

Shesmiles

Bailey:"don'tworryaboutit,yourlovedonescome

first"

Shehelpsmestandfromthewheelchair

Sheholdsmeagainstherforbalance

Iholdheraroundhershoulder

Me(lookingintohereyes):"bytheway,she'snotmy



girlfriend"

Bailey:"whatdidIsay?"

Me:"Iknowthat'swhatyouthinking"

Bailey:"Ireallycouldn'tcareless"

Shegentlymovesdownsoshecanlaymeonmy

back,makingherontopofmeaswereachthefloor,

shetriestogetupbutIholdontighter

Me:"Ithinkthispositionisdoingsomething,Ifeel

mymusclesgettingstronger"

Bailey:"ohyeah,Ifeelittoo,andthat'snotthe

musclethathasaproblem,sopleaseletgoofme"

Me(laughing):"ifwekeepthismusclestrong,the

restwillfollow"

Bailey(laughing):"saystheexpert,whydidyoueven

hiremewhenyouknowwaymorethanIdo"

Me:"becausethere'snoIinteam,weworkbetteras

ateam"

Shewigglesherselfoffmeasshegaspslookingat

myhardvisibleboner



Shesighsandshakesherhead

Bailey:"thisisgoingtobeaverylonghealing

journey"

Me:"aslongasmymuscle?"

Weburstintolaughterasshecontinuestostretch

me,whileIkeepteasingherhereandthere

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

It'slateatnightandIarrivedanhouragohome,I've

movedinwithmyfamily,it'sstillabitweirdcalling

themthat,butIguessI'mgoingtohavetostart

gettingusedtoit,theonlypeoplewhohavebeen

welcomingismymotherandmybrother,Mr

MthembuisnicetomebutIdon'tthinkhe's



adjustedtomeyet,Momistheonethatfetchedme

fromparkstationwhenIarrived.

I'mnowinmybedroom,it'saverynicebigbedroom,

IneverthoughtI'dhaveahomewithmyfamilyand

alsohavemyownbedroomwithit'sownsuit,itjust

feelslikeadream.

Itakemyphoneandscrolldownonmycontacts,I

contemplateoncallinghimforafewminutes,I

meanheblockedmyothernumberforareason,he

didn'twanttohearfromme,howwillcallinghim

withadifferentnumbermakeanydifference?

Maybeitwillbecauseyoumadeanefforttotalkto

him?Maybehe'llappreciatethat,ormaybehe'll

dropthecallassoonasherealizesit'sme...he

probablyhatesme,Imeanwhywouldn'the,I'vehurt

himsomuch,buthe'salsohurtmeandhedid

worsebutIneverhatedhim...(sighs)okayletme

justcallhim

Ifinallygetthecourage

Me(sighs):"it'snowornever,youcandothis"

Hepicksup



"Hello?"

EverythingIwantedtosayhasnowleftmybrainas

Ibecomespeechless

"Hello,isanyonethere?"

OhGod,saysomethingAmahle,anythingplease

justopenyourmouthandreleasewords!Anywords

justsayit!

"Okay,I'mhangingupnow"

(Hangsup)

Me:"No!...

Itwastoolate

Isighandburrymyfaceonmypillowtryingtostop

myheartfromracing.

Itakemyasthmapumpandinhaleit

Itrytocallhimagain

Okay,pleasesayhellothistime,please,thenask

himhowhe'sdoing,okay?Gotit!

"LookIreallydon'thavethetimeforthis,soit's



eitheryoutellmewhoyouareorIblockthis

number"

Me:"hey,it'sme...

(Silence)

Maybehedoesn'trecognizemyvoice

Me:"it'sAmahle...

(Silence)

IknewIthiswasabadidea

Me:"I'msorryforcallingyousolate,IhopeI'mnot

disturbingyoursleep"

"Whatdoyouwant?"

Myheartsinksatthecoldnessofhisvoice

Me:"IIjjjustwwwantedtochcheckonyyou...

Isighirritatedbymystutter,didithavetocome

backnow

"Idon'thavethestrengthforthisAmahle"

Me:"Iknow,I'msssorry,canweppleasemeetup

whenyouflybacktoJoburg,please"



"What'sthisabout?"

Me:"please,I'lltellyoueverythingwhenwemeet"

(Silence)

Me:"pleaseLwandle"

"(Sighs)okay,tomorrowatmyhidinghouse,eight

pm,wecanmeet"

Me(smiles):"okay!Thankyou"

"Bye"

Hehangsup,IsmileexcitedlyasIpressmyphone

againstmychesthuggingit

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.



Myphonerings,Iclosemydrawingbookandpickit

up

Me:"hello?"

"Hey,I'msorryImissedyourcall"

Me:"Chase,what'swrong?Areyounotintome

anymore?"

"Itwasjustonephonecall,chillbabe"

Me:"it'snotjustonephonecall,you'vebeenslowly

distancingyourselffromme,whenyouonlineon

whatsappyouneverstartaconversationuntilIdo

andyoualwayskeepitshort,daysgobywithout

talkingtoeachother,ifIdon'tstartaconversation

thenwewon'ttalk,youalwaysbusywithsomething,

youdon'tcometoseemeasoftenanymore,didI

dosomethingthathurtyou?"

"(sighs)IknowIhaven'tbeenagoodboyfriend

latelyandI'msorry,IguessIfinditscaryathow

closeIamwithyouandhowmuchIloveyou,I'm

afraidthatwhenIloseyouit'llhurtmesobadlyand

Idon'twanttoexperiencethatpainagain"



Me:"I'mnotgoinganywhereanytimesoon,younot

goingtoloseme,pleasedon'tdistanceyourself,

youonlyhurtingme"

"I'msorrybaby,pleasecomeoutside,I'mright

outsideyourhouse"

Me(smiles):"really?"

"Yesbaby,Ineedtoholdyou"

Me:"okay,I'mcoming!"

IdropthecallandthrowmyphoneonthebedasI

putonmysleepersandmygownandhead

downstairs,Ifindmomsittingaloneinthelounge

Mom:"whereyougoing?"

Me:"I'llbeback"

Mom:"Lulama!I'myourmotherandthisismyhouse,

youstillababy,justbecausewegiveyouthe

freedomtodowhatyouwantdoesn'tmeanIcannot

parentyouanymore!Youcan'tbegoingoutatthis

hourofthenightandnottellanyonewhereyou

going"

"MomisrightLulama,pleasedon'tgo,it'snotsafe



outthereatthistime"

Ilookupandshe'sstandingagainstthefencewall

fromupstairslookingdownstairs

Me:"canyoualljustletmebe,sincewhendoes

anyonecareaboutwhereIgoandwhen,andweall

alreadyknowyouareperfectAmahle,youdon't

havetorubitineverychanceyouget!Jeez,thisis

whyIneedtogo,togetawayfromthissuffocation"

Amahle:"pleaseIhaveabadfeeling,somethingbad

willhappenifyougo,please"

Me:"phumakimiweAmahle!Nakaezakho!"

(LeavemealoneAmahle,andmindyourown)

Imakemywayout

Mom:"yeywenaLulama!!Buyala!"

Amahle:"Lulama!"

IbangthedoorshutasImakemywaytothegate.

Istandoutsidethegateforawhilelookingaround

forChase'scarbutit'snotthere,greatIdidn'teven

bringmyphone



Me:"whereishe?"

IattempttowalkbacktothegatewhenIfeelstrong

armsaroundme,hecoversmymouthasItryto

screamandIfeelmyselfbecomingdizzyandweak

beforethelightswentoff

.

.

.

******

"Thethingsyoudwelloniswhoyoubecome"

(Author)

******

Tobecontinued
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Ijustcouldn'tshakethefeelingthatsomethingwas

notright,afterLulamaleftIwasn'tfeelingwell,I

wasfeelingpainallovermybody,inmyjointslikeI

haveoverworkedmyselfwithsomethinglike

exercising.I'vebeenprayingforalmostanhour

now,I'dstopforafewminutesbeforepacingup

anddownprayingalloveragain.I'msweatingand

scaredtodeathasIkeephearingherscreams.

Ican'ttakeitanymore,thisisbecomingtoomuch

formesoIheadtomom'sbedroom.

Sheletsmeinafterafewknocks

Me:"I'msorrytodisturbyou"



Mom:"younotdisturbing,Icannotsleep,youknow

LulamawillgivemeaheartattackIswear,she

alwaysdoesthistome,shedoesn'tunderstand

howmuchIworryabouther"

Me:"Ithinksomethinghappenedtoher,or

somethingwillhappen,Ikeephearingherscreams

likeshe'scryingforhelp"

Mom:"ohGod,Ihopeshedidn'tgetinacar

accident"

Sherushestoherbedwhereherhusbandisresting

peacefullyand

takesherphone

Me:"girlsaregettingkidnappedeveryday,inthe

newsit'salwaysthesamething,Iprayshewasn't

takenontheway,ohdearGodpleasespareherlife"

Shesighsfrustratedthrowingherphoneonthebed

Mom:"she'snotpickingup"

Me:"letmegocheckherbedroommaybeI'llgeta

clueonwhereshewent"

Mom:"letmewakeupMandla"



Me:"okay"

Irushtoherbedroom,Ilookaroundforanything

thatwouldgivemeaclue

Herroomisveryneatandsophisticated,everything

isinitsperfectplace,Iseewehaveonethingin

commonandthat'sbeingneatfreaksandweboth

likethesamecolors,herroomisallorchidandwhite

whilemineisindigoandwhite,Iunderstandwhy

theychosethatformyroomsinceit'smynamebut

Iloveorchidithasthatmoregirlyandverycalm

sense,Iwonderhowmuchmorewehavein

common.Iopenthebookonherlittledesk,ithasa

lotofdifferentdrawings,mostlydressesand

beautifulfacesandotherprettythings,ifshedrew

allthesethenshe'saverytalentedartist,Iwonderif

she'sawareofthis,Iopenanotherbookwithapink

cover,InoticeLowell'spictureonthefrontpage

writtenmyfirstlove...

Ipickitupandstaggerbackmyheartstarts

poundingasIsitonthebedandpagethroughit,it

haspoemswiththeirpicturesofalltheirmemories,

theylooksohappy,thebigsmiles,lookslikethey've



doneabunchofcrazyexcitingthingstogether,I

lookatthepicturewheretheykissing,Ireadthe

shortpoemnexttoit

Me:"Ineverwanttobewithoutyou

notinamillionyears

youkeepmeatpeacewithmyself

andchaseawayallmyfears"

Ipagethroughmoreoftheirpicturesandread

throughhercommentsaboutthepicture

Me(reading):"I'llneverforgetthisday,idon'teven

likesoccerbutIhadthebesttimeofmylifewith

youatthatstadium,I'veneverfeltsoalive,not

knowingyouhadmoreplannedforusthatevening,

Iloveyousomuch,myworld"

Anotherpicturecatchesmyeyes,wherethey

cuppingeachother'sfacesandlookingintoeach

other'seyes,I'vebeenwithLowellandwehave

neversharedanythingasbeautifulasthis,I'm

feelingalittlestinginsidemychest,I'mnotsureif

that'sjealousyorregretformywastedfeelings,all



I'veeverbeenrewardedwithfromlovinghimwas

painmorethanhappiness....

Me(reading):"Imeltwhenyousmile.

Ican'tbreathewhenyouspeak.

Everythingelsefadesawaywhen

youtouchme.

IthinkImightflywhenyoukissme.

AllIknowwhenyou'rearoundis....

Iloveyou"

Isighandclosethebook,Ihearaphonebeep

Ilookonthebedandnoticeherphone

Ipickitupandtrytoseethemessagethatjust

cameinbutithasapasswordlock,Ithinkfora

while,Ilookatthebookonmyhandbeforetrying

herlock,ItypeinLowell'snameanditunlocked

Me:"wow"

Igostraighttoherwhatsappandthelastperson

shetalkedtowasBlairandChase,Igotoherphone



logtoseethelastpersonwhocalledher,thatmust

bethepersonshewentto

Me:"Chase!Okay,good"

Ihurryoutofherroomtogogetmyphonefrommy

bedroom,Icallprecious

butshedoesn'tpickup,Itryheragain

"(Sleepy)mm?"

Me:"hey,sorrytowakeyouupsolatebutdoyou

knowwhereChasecouldberightnow?"

"No,wedon'tstaytogether(yawns)whyyouask?"

Me:"it'sjust,IthinkLulamaleftwithhimafewhours

ago,shesaidshe'sgoingoutforaircauseshewas

evenwearingherpyjamas,nowIcan'tshakethe

feelingthatsomethingbadhashappenedtoher,we

allworried,couldyoupleasecallhimandaskhim

wherearethey?"

"Okay,letmecallhim"

Me:"okay"

Ihangup



.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

I'mwokenupbyathrobbingheadache

Ilookaroundatmysurroundings,lookslikeI'min

somekindofbasementthereareothergirlstiedup

likemeandweareallbuttnaked,Ican'tevenopen

mymouthtospeakasI'mgagged,Ilookdownat

mynakedbody,whataretheygoingtodowithus?

Theroomisfilledwithsobs,allthegirlsarescared

fortheirlives,mymindisjustnotregistering

everythingthat'sgoingon,I'mveryconvincedthat

thisisoneofmyhallucinations,I'mseeingthings

again,maybeI'mhavingareallybadnightmare,I

refusetoacceptthatI'mherethatI'mmightbe

gangrappedorsold,notme,thisisjustadream,



nowallIhavetodoistrywakemyselfup.

Iclosemyeyestighttryingtoimaginemyselfback

athomeinmybedroomsleepingpeacefully,warm

andsafe.

"Ladiesmantombazane,bosbutuza,eiishhanibheke

ukuthinibahlekanjani"

(Gorgeousladies,justlookathowbeautifulyouall

are)

Iopenmyeyestobemetbyadarktallmandressed

inallblackwithaneyepatchonhisoneeyewhile

hisotheroneisbloodshotred,helookslike

someonewhohascommittedallthecrimesinthis

worldshouldbelockedupinjail

Theircriesgetevenlouderfromthefearthisman

instillsjustbyglaringatus

Him:"theyhavetheperfectbodies,wegoingto

makealotofcashwiththese"

Hiseyeswonderarounduntiltheylandonmeashe

exploresmynakedbody,Isqueezemylegstighter

together,itdoesn'thelpthatChaseprobablythinksI



didn'tcomeouttoseehimandheprobablycalled

meuntilhegaveup,Ileftthehouseangryandmy

familyprobablythinksI'mwithChaseorBlairand

nooneislookingforme

Him:"yabonakelasiphetheistocko"

HemassagesmyboobsIclosemyeyes

astearsrolldownmycheeks

"Theguysarereadyboss"

Iopenmyeyestobemetbyanotherbuffguy

carryinganaxewithbloodalloverhim,myheartis

poundinghardagainstmychestasIfearformylife,

whataretheygoingtodotous....

Buffguy:"eysukumanizifebe,it'stimetomakeus

money!"

Theyallgetup,mywholebodyisshakinginfear,

tooweaktostandup

Helooksatmewithhisscaryoneeye

Him:"andthenwena!Getyourassup!"

Igetupandfollowtherestofthegirls



wearewelcomedbyaloudnoiseofmachinesand

astrongsmellofrottendeadanimals,iscreammy

lungsoutastheyswitchonthelightsandwesee

deadbodiestiedtotheroofhangingdownwith

mostoftheirbodypartsmissingandtheirchests

opened

I'mnotabelieverbutIfoundmyselfcallingoutto

Godforhelp,iftherewaseveratimeIneededhim

mostitwouldberightnow,hecan'tletmedielike

this,thiscannotbetheendofme,pleaseGod,I

knowyououtthere,pleasedon'tjustsitoutthere

andwatch,pleasedosomething,saveme!Ineed

youAlmightyGod,Isurrendermylifetoyouright

now,IacceptyousonJesusChrist,Ibelievethathe

diedformysins,please,getmeoutofthis

impossiblesituation,I'lldoanything,I'llneversell

anotherwomanagain,I'msorryokay!Please

forgivemeGod!I'msorry,pleasedon'tletmedie

.

.

.



Amahle

.

.

.

PreciousgotbacktomeandtoldmethatChase

waswithLulama,lputheronloudspeakerforusall

tohear,momwasrelievedtohearthatandsowas

NkosiandMandla,butforsomereasonIwasstill

worried,Ijustdon'tbelievethatshe'sokay,Ikeep

hearingherscreamsandherheartiscallingoutto

Godforhelp,whereversheisshe'sprayingforher

life.

Mom:"Idon'tthinkPreciouswouldlieMahle,

Lulamaisfine,shealwaysdoesthis,atfirstIused

tobeasworriedlikeyoubutshealwayscameback

homesafe,shewillcomehome"

Nkosi:"yes,sheusedtoevensneakoutsometimes

andgoouttoparties,it'sjustthewaysheis,she's

justbeingLulama,she'llbeback,don'tworry,you'll

getusedtoherastimegoes"



Mandla:"Ithinkit'sbecauseyouaretwinsthat'swhy

youaremoreworriedabouther"

Ishakemyheadstandingup

Me:"no,thisisnotatwinthing,Ifeellikethe

ancestorsaretryingtowarnmeaboutsomething,

she'sintrouble,andweneedtodosomethingfast,

she'scryingmah"

Ifeeltearsthreatenme,shecomestowardsmeand

hugsme

Me:"I'mcallingChase"

IcopyhisnumberfromLulama'sphone

andcallhim,itringsunanswered,Ikeeptryinghim

"Hello?"

Me:"whyyounotpickingup,I'vebeencallingyou!"

"Uhmmaybeit'sbecauseIdon'tknowwhoyou

are?"

Me(sighs):"I'msorry,it'sAmahle,Lulama'ssister,I

heardshewaswithyou?Isittrue?"

"Yes,bitshe'sfastasleepnow"



Me:"tellmethetruth,Iknowshe'snotwithyou,

whatdidyoudowithher"

"Areyoutryingtoaccusemeofsomething?"

Me:"Icansenseyoulying,justgiveherthephoneI

onlyneedahifromherasconfirmation"

"Look,youjustdisturbedmefrommysleepIwas

justregainingfromthedisturbancefromprecious

aboutthesamethingearlier,didn'tshetellyou

she'swithme?Idon'thavetimeforthis,youwill

talktoyoursisterwhenshedecidestocomeback

home,bye!"

Me:"don'tyouhanguponme!Hello!"

Isighthrowingmyphonefrustrated

Icovermyeyesastearsescapemyeyes.

Iseeabigtallbuilding,itlooksreallyfancylike

somerichcompany.Iwalkdowntothelastfloor

whereIseeabunchofnakedwomenanddead

bodies

Ijumpoffthecouch

Me:"Iknowwheresheis,weneedtogofetchher,



pleaseeveryonehurry!"

Nkosi:"I'llcallthepolice"

Mandla:"I'llcallmyguysforbackupandprotection"

Mom:"letmegotakesomeequipment"

EveryonesplitsasIgotakethebigcar'skeysand

headout

Iglimpseatmomandfindhershovetwogunsin

herpurse

Me:"guns?Whatareyougoingtodowiththose?"

Shelooksatmeconfused

Mom:"protectourselves,ifmybabyiswhereyou

saysheis,I'mreadytokillwhoeverishurtingher"

Me:"Ididn'tknowyoucouldusethat"

Mom:"there'ssomanythingsyoudon'tknowbaby,

don'tworry,wehaveourwholelivestogettoknow

eachother"

.

.



.

Norah

.

.

.

Lowell:"mmhyou'veoutdoneyourselfasusual

momma,yourlasagnaistoodelicious"

Me(smiles):"thankyouhoney,I'mgladyoulikeit"

Lowell:"sowhenareyouintroducinghim?"

Me:"who?"

Lowell:"themanwho'sbrighteningupyourmood

everyday"

Me:"ohplease,don'tstartwithme,there'snoman,

I'mjusthappymyotherbabyiscomingtovisit

tomorrow"

Lowell:"mom"

Me:"yesbaby?"

Lowell:"youknowI'mnottwelveright?"



Me:"obviously,notwithallthathairalloveryour

face,youactinglikeatwelveyearoldbynot

shavingit"

Lowell:"youdon'tlikemybeard?IthoughtIshould

letitgrow,trysomethingnew"

Me:"it'scutebutyoulookolder,youshouldatleast

trimitnicely"

Lowell:"Iwill,buthey,that'snotthepoint,mypoint

is,youcan'thideyourmjoloawayfrommeforever,

welivetogetherandIknowthatyouseeing

someone,soallI'msayingis,ifit'sserious,Ihaveto

meethim"

Me:"don'tworryaboutitbaby,I'mjusthavingfun,

there'snoonewhoneedstobeintroduced,somind

yourownfunokay,andleaveminetome"

Lowell:"eewwwokaytoomuchinfo,Ididn'thaveto

knowyouhavingfunmom,youcould'vejustsaidI

shouldmindmyownbusinessthat'sall"

Welaugh

Ourlaughsdieoutaswehearthedooropening



Lowell:"youexpectingsomeone?"

Me:"Nope,you?"

Lowell:"no"

Welooktowardsthepassagewaitingtosee

someonewhenNoahmakeshiswayindragginghis

smallsuitcase

IdropmyforkandknifeasIrushuptohim

Me:"Noah!Wewereexpectingyoutomorrow"

Weshareahug

Noah:"surprise"

Me:"surpriseindeedandyoujustintimefordinner"

Noah:"lookslikeIalwayshavegoodtiming"

WewalktowardsthetableandsitdownasIserve

himfood

Lowell:"bigbro"

Noah:"lilbro"

(Silence)

Me:"sowhatmadeyoucometoday"



Noah:"mymeetingendedearlierthananticipated

andIjustcouldn'twaitfortomorrow(toLowell)how

areyoudoingbro?Anychanges?"

Lowell:"I'mdoingbetter,yestherearechangesbut

I'mstillworkingonit"

Noah:"youmustbewelltakenofthen"

Lowell:"verywelltakenof"

Hesnaresathim

Me:"yeaheversincethatAmahlegirldumpedhim

withmeonceshewasdonewithhim,he'sbeen

doingverywell"

Noah:"what?"

Me:"Amahle,he'spretendinglittlegirlfriend

mistreatedmysonanddumpedhimonceshewas

donewithhim"

Lowell:"Mom!Stopit,stopsayingthat,Amahle

nevermistreatedme"

Me:"shewasnotgivingyouyourmedication,the

doctortoldmeyoufellandabouthowyoualmost

died,don'tprotecther,she'sevil,shegother



revenge,andshewaswillingtogoasfaraskilling

you,sheneverlovedyouLowell,yourfathertreated

meliketrashbutneverinmywildestdreamsdoI

thinkofrevengingmyselforkillinghim,yesIwas

angrybuttherearemanywaystodealwithit,

especiallyforsomeonewhosaysshe'sachristian

likeher,christianmyfoot,shejustacts....

Noah:"that'senoughmother!!"

Istartlelookingathim

Noah:"please,juststop,sincewhendoyoujudge

peoplelikethis?Pleasebringbackmyoldmother,

theonewhowascaring,understandingandnever

judgedanyone,youforgettingwhatyourprecious

sondidtoherbeforebeingacowardandtryingto

killhimself?Youknowhowit'sliketobeinan

abusiverelationshipwithsomeoneyoulovewithall

yourheart,youknownotallwomendealwiththat

kindofbetrayalthesameway,howmanytimes

haveyouattemptedtokilldad?Many,butyounever

wentaheadwithitbecauseyoulovedhim...sowhat

thatAmahletriedtokillLowell,ishedead?Ishe!?"



Me:"don'ttalktomelike....

Noah:"likewhat?Likealittlechild?Thenstopacting

likeonemom,yoursonsaysshedidn'tmistreathim

soshedidn't,nowplease,canweeatthisdelicious

dinnerinpeace?"

Theroomfallssilentandonlythesoundofcutlery

isheard

Noah(sighs):"Ineedtomakeaphonecall,I'llbea

minute"

Hestandsupanddisappearstotheotherroom

Lowell(chuckles):"wow,somethingswillnever

change,whenarewestartingourownrealityshow?

Causeifpeoplewantdrama,theyshouldjustcome

watchourfamilyaroundthedinnertable"

Helaughswhileshakinghisheadandeatinghis

food

.

.

.



Lulama

.

.

.

Iwasscreamingformylifeasallthesemenhands

wereallovermetouchingmyvaginasomerubbing

myboobswhileothermademesucktheirfingers,

theywereabouttofuckmebeforetheychopoffmy

bodyparts,I'vejustwitnessedtheworsthorrorof

mylifewatchingfivegirlsbeforemebeingrapped

andbrutallykilledandnowitwasmyturn,Idon't

knowhowIhaven'tranoutoftearsbecauseI've

beencryingmyeyeballsout

Me(crying):"please,pleasedon'tkillme

please..aaahhhhhhh!!!"

Agiantdickwasshovedinmydryvagina,itisthe

mostpainfulthingI'veeverfeltashestarted

fuckingme,myscreamswerecutshortasanother

dickwasshovedinmymouth,IgagasIfeelthe

urgetovomit



Man1:"youvomit,I'llcutyourfingeroffandcontinue

fuckingyou"

Ifeelanotherdicksqueezinginsidethesamehole

stretchingmypussywideopenastwodicksfuck

meatthesametime,allIcandonowisjustcryand

endurethispain

IkeepquietasI'veranoutoftheenergytofight,

Godhasfailedme,Iguesshe'snotasforgivingas

theysayheis,nowIcan'twaitforthemtokillme,

it'llbeaslowpainfuldeath,butthepeaceafterisall

Iyearnforrightnow

"Allofyou!Stepawayfromthegirl!"

Itiltmyheadtolookathimashe'spointingthegun

atthemwithothermenbehindhimcarryingbig

guns,theyallmoveawayfrommeastheyraise

theirhands

Me(weakly):"Chase...please,helpme"

Icollapseonmybackaseverythingbecomesblurry

Chase:"don'tworrybaby,I'mheretosaveyou"

Hisvoicefadesawayashepicksmeupand



continuestalking

"(Fadingvoice)...goodjob,I'lltakeitfromhere...."

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Iwasnotsurewherethisbuildingwasexactlyand

we'vebeendrivingaroundforawhilenow,Iwasn't

shownthestreetaddressIonlyknewhowthe

buildinglookedlike

Mandla:"thisisridiculous,we'vebeendriving

aroundforhoursnow"

Nkosi:"maybewealmostthere,let'snotgiveupnow

dad,weneedtosavemysister,andweneedher

alive,timeisnothingbutgivinguponher,that's

somethingwecannotdoorwe'llregretitforever"



Mom:"Nkosiisright,itdoesn'tmatterhowlongit

takesbutwehavetofindourbabynomatterwhat,

that'souronlygirl,she'sworththedrive"

IlookatherthenoutthewindowandpretendI

didn'thearthat

Nkosi:"shewasouronlygirl"

Mom(regrettably):"ofcausethat'swhatImeant"

Sherubsmyarm,myphoneringsandIpickitup

savingmyselffromtheawkwardness

Me:"hello?"

"Hey"

Me:"Noah?"

"Yeah,it'sme,IjustwantedtoletyouknowthatI'm

inJoburg,sowecouldmeetupearlytomorrow"

Me:"oh..aboutthat,Idon'tthinkwecouldmeet

tomorrow"

"Areyouserious?"

Me:"I'msorry,butthere'sjustalotgoingonright

now...I'llexplaineverything,I'msorry"



"Please,don'tbotheranymore,Ihavewaymore

importantthingstoworryabout...

Me:"Noah,please,don'tbelikethat,it'sjustthat

Lulamahasbeenkidnappedandwearebusy

lookingforher,we,vecalledthepoliceand

everything,Ihadavisionthatshewasintrouble

andweneedtofindher,it'snotthatI'mmakingup

excusesforseeingyou,pleasetrustme"

(Silence)

Me:"hello?"

Ilookatmyphoneandhelongdroppedthecall

IsighandcovermyfaceasItrytostoptheurgeto

cryfromalltheoverwhelmingacheinsidemychest

.

.

.

*******

"Youarestrong,buttherearedays,youknowthat,

you'vebeenbrokenbeyondrepairsandyoucanfeel



thehurtinthecoreofyourbeing"(Author)

******

Tobecontinued

.

.

Sorryfortheslowpace,I'mstudying,butthetests

seasonisalmostoverjusthanginthere...
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Detective:"howdidyouknowaboutthelocationof

thisplace?"

Mom:'shehasagift...

Detective:"ma'amplease,Iwasaskingher,please,

yourturnwillcome"

Me:"Ihadavisionaboutit,Ihaveaspiritualgift,the

buildingwasrevealedtome"

Detective:"andthat'swhereyourvisionleadyou,it

showedthatyoursisterwillbethere?"

Me:"yes"

Detective:"butwhenwegotthereshewasn'tthere"

Me:"yes"

Detective:"soyourvisionwasalie?"

Me:"No,myvisionwasnotalie,thosemenmust've

hidhersomewhereortookhersomewherewhere



shewillbesoldtothehighestbidder,youwasting

yourtimeaskingmequestions,youshouldbe

interrogatingthosesickbustards,yousawthe

messthatwasinthatbuilding,whyareyoubusy

withus,wedidnothingwrong,thepeopleyou

shouldbebusywithisthoseruthlessserialkillers

whodeserveadeathsentence,didyousee...all...all

thosebodies..they...

IlookaroundformypumpasIstartwheezing

Nkosi:"eyi!!Someonebringapaperbagor

something,mysisterishavinganasthmaattack

hurry!"

Oneoftheparamedicswhowerebusywiththe

deadbodiescamerushingtowardsus,heputa

paperbagonmyfacecoveringmynoseandmouth,

asItookslowdeepbreaths,tryingtocatchmy

breathe

Mom:"detectivewe'vesufferedenoughtraumafrom

whatwesawinthatbuilding,howwillyour

questionsgetusthejusticeweneed?"

Detective:"Ijustneededtounderstandifyour"gift",



soyousay,isnotascam,therearemanyfake

prophetsnowadayswedon'tknowwhattobelieve,

yousayyouthoughtyoursisterwasherebutshe

wasn'tbutyouknewtheexactlocationofthisplace,

butwewilldefinitelydofurtherinvestigations,we

havebeenhuntingforthesepeopleforyearsnow,

andallthankstoyouwe'vefoundtheirsecret

location,Imightbebackforfurtherquestions,

thankyouforyourtime,youareallfreetogohome"

Nkosi:"thankgoodness,let'sgofam"

Weallgetinthecaranddrivebackhome,it'sa

quietdrive,IfeelkindofdisappointedthatLulama

wasn'tthereatthesametimerelievedtothefact

thatmaybesheiswithChaseafterallandsafe,but

Istillfeellikesomethingisnotright,itfeelslike

she'snowatpeaceasherscreamsarenolonger

there

Ilookathermother,she'slookingoutthewindow

withadistantmind.

Ikeepglancingatmyphoneaspartofmymindis

thinkingaboutNoahwonderingifhe'llevertalkto



meagain,myheartisshattered,Idon'tknowwhat

hurtsmemorewitheverythingthat'sgoingon

.

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Theheavinessonmyeyesmakesitdifficultforme

toopenupmyeyes

ThefirstthingIseeastheyopenisChase

Me(hoarse):"Chase....

Chase:"heybaby....

Istartlegettingupmovinghishandsfromme

Me:"no,nodon'thurtme,no...



Chase:"sshhhhit'sokaybabe,it'sonlyme,those

menaredeadnow,Itookcareofthem,they'llnever

hurtyouagain"

InoticethatI'minabathtubfilledwithoilsandbath

salts

Me(burstsintotears):"they,theyrapedme,they

wantedtochopmyfingersoff,theywanttokill

meee.....

Hepullsmeintohisarms

Chase:"youaresafenowbaby,thankGodIfound

youintime,Iwillneverallowanythinglikethatto

happentoyoueveragain

Istruggletobreathwiththehiccupsblockingmy

breathingasIcan'tstopmyselffromcrying

Heholdsmetighter,mynerveskickinasIpushhim

away

Me:"letgoofme!!Letmego!!"

Igetoffthetubandlimbtowardsthebedroom

Me:"youweresupposedtobewaitingforme

outside!!Youletthemtakeme"



Chase:"whenIcalledyoutocomeoutsideIwas

veryclose,Ijustgotdelayedbytherobotsnearby,

theywerestuckonredIonlyrealizedafterawhile

thattheyweren'tworking,bythetimeIgottoyour

house,IwaitedforawhilebutIcouldn'tgetaholdof

you,rememberthebraceletIgaveyoutoalways

haveonyou?"

Ilookedatmyarmforsomeweirdreasonitwas

stillonme,aftertheytookallmyclothesoffthey

leftthebracelet

Chase:"I'msorry,butithasalittlechipinitwhichI

cantrackdownsoIknowallyouwhereabouts,I

knowthat'screepyandallbutIcareforyoursafety

andifsomethinghappenedtoyouIwantedtobe

firsttoknow,IthankGodIgaveyouthisasanearly

giftbeforeyourbirthdaycauseIwouldn'thave

foundyou,andyou'dbedeadbynow"

Ithrowmyselfintohisarmscryingonhischest

Chase:"comeletmegiveyouanicecalmingfull

bodymassagewithoil,andI'llgiveyoupainkillers

andsometabletsthat'llhelpyousleeppeacefully



justincasethetraumamakesyourestless,okay?"

Inod

Chase:"sshhhit'sokay,yousafenow,yousafewith

me"

.

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Mandla:"areyousureyourgiftislegit?"

Mom:"hawuMandla!Don'tsaythat"

Mandla:"NoImeanwedrovearoundthewholecity

lookingforLulamawhomshewassosureofthat

she'sinthatbuildingandshewasscreamingfor

help,wegettherewebustabunchofvery



dangerousgangstersofalltime,thekingsofprison

andwerecusedeverygirlthatwasinthereeventhe

deadones,buttherewasnosignofLulamainthe

entirebuilding,doyourealizethekindoftrouble

you'vegottenusforsnitchingandbustingthose

people?Howmanyofthemwhoarenotarrested

whowillbecomingforus,andwhatdidwegain

fromit?DefinitelynotLulama,justenemies,very

dangerousenemies"

Me:"wealsosavedalotofinnocentgirlslives,who

werestolenfromtheirfamilies,whowerealmost

robbedoftheirdreamsandpurposeoflife,we

savedmanysouls,ofwhomtheirparentswerealso

justasworriedasweareaboutLulama,whohad

thesamefearwehadthinkingtheirdaughtersare

deadandtheywould'veneverfoundclosure,we've

savedmanyfutureattemptedsuicidesfromthese

girl'sparents,siblings,grandparents,closefriends

andallcloserelationshipstheyhadwithpeopleon

thisearthwhowouldn'thavehadthestrengthto

carryonlivingwithoutthem,thosemenwillspend

theirwholelivesinprison,Iknowtheirstillother



predatorsouttherebutwe'vesavedmillionsoflittle

girlsandwomenwhoweretobekilledandsoldby

thosemen,wedidn'tsavethewholeworldbutwe

madeadifference....nowI'dappreciateitifwestop

insultingmycallingandwefocusonsavingmy

sister!"

Nkosi:"she'sright,allthosegirlsweresocloseto

deathandwesavedthem,maybetheancestors

wantedustheretosavethembeforefindingLulama,

westilldidgood,nowlet'sjustputourheads

togetherandtrythinkaboutLulamaspossible

whereabouts"

Me(sighs):"deepdownIknewChasewaslying

aboutLulamabeingwithhimandseeingthat

buildingconfirmedhislies,butnow....

Mom:"whatifallthistimeshewasreallythere,she

wasreallyjustsleepinglikehowChaseexplained?"

Mandla:"thenwhatarewesittingherefor,let'sgoto

thatboyChase!"

WeallgetupanddrivetoChase'splace,

surprisinglyMandlaknowsexactlywherehisplace



is,hesayshekeepstabsofalltheplaceshis

daughtergoesto,heevenknowswhereBlairlives

andtheclubsshelikestohangoutat

ThesecurityletusinafterinformingChasewewere

outsidethegate

Heopenedthedoorforus,beforeIcouldexplain

whywewerehereMomandMandlamadetheirway

inlookingaround

Mandla:"where'smydaughter!?"

Mom:"Lulama!?"

Chase:"excuseme,butthisisverydisrespectfulsir,

ma'am,youcannotjustbudgeintomyhouselike

thiswithoutexplainingyourvisit"

Mandla:"andyoucannotjustcometomyhouseand

takemydaughterwithoutlettingmeknow,lasttime

Icheckedwedonotsharecustodyrightsoverher,

she'sstillundermysupervision,notours!"

Chase:"withallduerespectsir,I'mverysorryabout

that,Ididnotmeantodisrespectyou,wehada

mutualagreementthatshe'dcomehereandI



assumedthatsheaskedforyourpermissionfirst"

Mandla:"sparemetheconcert,whereisshe?"

Chase:"she'sinthebedroomfastasleep,Icanshow

youallifthat'swhatyouwant"

Mom:"wedidn'tcomeallthewayheretonotseeher,

leadthewayboy!"

Herunshishandoverhisheadasheleadstheway

tothebedroom

Wegettotheroomandindeedfindhersleeping

peacefullyinthecovers

Igetcloserandfeelherpulse,she'sverymuchalive,

Iremovetheblanketandshe'swearingherpyjamas

andgown,exactlythewayshewasdressedwhen

sheleftthehouse

Me:"she'sokay"

Iliftmyheadandoureyeslock,hiseyesarefullof

guilt,somethingisnotrightwiththisguy,myvision

cannotbewrong,Lulamawasinthatbuilding,and

thisboyhadsomethingtodowithit,abogogo

bayavuma,abogogoareneverwrong,Lulamaneeds



tostayawayfromthisboy.

"Amahle!"

Isnapoutofitlookingatthem

Mom:"let'sgo,it'sobviouswepanickedfornothing,

LulamawasjustbeingLulamaafterall"

Mandla(sighs):"sazesasmoshaisikhathi

samaphoyisanamandlaethu,laphoumuntu

uyasebenzanamhlanje,aiimihlolaimpelaeyabantu

abaphansi,bazebasijikelezisaintoengekho"

(WhatawasteofthePolice'stimeandourenergy,

andapersonstillhasalotofworktodolaterduring

theday,Icannotbelievetheancestorswouldmake

usdrivearoundlikemadpeopleforsweetnothing)

Me:"it...

Theymadetheirwayoutbeforelettingmeexplain

Me(lowtone):"itwasnotfornothing"

IgetupandlookatLulamasleepingoncemore

Chase:"don'tyouthinkyouowemeanapology?"

IlookupathimasIfeelangertowardshim



Me:"Idonotoweyouanything,Iknowwhatyoudid,

youmighthavegottenawaywithitthistime,but

neveragain,youbetterbreakupandstayaway

frommysisterifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou"

Chase(chuckles):"isthatathreat?"

Me:"it'sawarning,andit'snotfromme,it'sfrommy

ancestors,soyoubettertakeitseriously,orforever

watchyourback!"

Imakemywayouttotherestinthecarandthenwe

driveoff

Me:"youguyshavetobelieveme,Chasedid

something,Ithinkhebeatustothebuildingorhe

wasalreadytherewithher,butshewasthereand

Chaseislying,IswearI'mtellingthetruth"

Mom:"Amahle,youneedsomerestbaby,I

understandyourworries,yourgiftisstillnewand

maybeyoucannotreadyourvisionsproperlyjust

yet,Ibelieveyouthatyouhadavision,butIthink

youshouldpraymore,maybetellmamSontoabout

thevisionforhertohelpyouinterpretthembefore

confirmingthem,untilyoucanmasteritonyour



own,Ifeellikeyourtrainingperiodwastooshortas

well,Iknowsomewomenwhospentawholeyear

ininitiation,maybethat'swhyyougettingitwrong,

maybeyouneededalittlemoretraining"

Me:"Igotmorethanenoughtraining,ourgiftsare

notallthesameandwearenotallledbythesame

ancestors,sosomewillgraduatelaterthanothers,

allIknowisthat,wecannottrustChase,Lulamais

notsafearoundhim,andifyoudon'ttakeme

seriouslyorbelieveme,that'sfine,justdon'tsayI

neverwarnedyouwhensomethinghappensto

LulamabecauseofChase,weshouldn'thaveleft

herthere,canweatleasttakeherforhertosleep

onherownbedathome?"

Nkosi:"IagreewithAmahle,weshouldtakeherwith

us,Idon'ttrustChaseeither"

Mandla:"Lulamawentthereonherown,she'llcome

backhomeonherown,we'vealreadydonetoo

muchforonenight,Istillhavetothinkofawayto

getusawayfromthemesswecausedtoday,you

havenoideahowmuchyoujustchangedourlives

Amahle,noideaatall,andI'mtootiredtoevenraise



myvoiceorthrowatantrumrightnow,Ijustwanna

sleep"

IremainsilentasIlookoutthewindow,thesunis

alreadypeakingthroughthedarkclouds.NowI've

leteveryonedownbytryingtohelp,(sighs)arghI

feelsostupidrightnow

.

.

.

Noah

.

.

.

Iwasinthekitchenmakingbreakfastforeveryone

whiletalkingonthephonewhichwasonthe

counteronloudspeaker

"Whenareyoucomingback?"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?Ijustleftyesterday"



"IknowbutIalreadymissyou"

Me:"it'snotmyfaultyoucaughtfeelings,nowlook

atyoumissingsomeonewhodoesn'tmissyou"

"(Laughing)ohwowyousorude!"

Me:"yetyoustillcaughtfeelings,howsad"

"Whatever,butI'mseriousthoughwhenareyou

flyingback?"

Me:"IthinkI'llbebacksoonerthananticipated,I'lllet

youknow,isyourhusbandboringyoualready?"

"Todeath!EversinceImetyouit'slikehe'sbecome

worsethanagrandpa"

IlaughasIturnthebacon

Me:"Emma!Don'tsaythat,that'syourhusband,your

tilldeathdoyoupart"

"Yeah,I'lldieofboredomreallysoon,butItoldyou

I'mdivorcinghimforyou"

Me:"don'tdothatma'amI'mwarningyou,you'llget

disappointed"

"YousaidyounotattachingstringscauseI'm



married,I'lldivorcesowecanattachthosestrings"

Me(laughing):"itwassupposedtobetilldeathdo

youpart,nottillNoahNhlabathidoyoupart"

"Myvowshavechanged"

Me:"Isee....

Ihearfootstepscomingtowardsthekitchen

Me:"Ihavetogo,don'tdoanythinguntilwe'vehada

seriousconversationaboutthis"

"Okay"

Me:"bye"

Iendthecallasmomwalksin

Me:"goodmorningmommydearest"

Momma:"goodmorningmysugarsnuffings"

Me:"moom...I'mtoooldforthat"

Shegetscloserandpecksmycheeks

Momma:"you'llneverbetoooldtobemysnuffings,

notwhileI'mstillyourmother"

Irollmyeyes



Momma:"whatareyoudoing?Iwantedtomake

breakfastforyou"

Me:"Ibeatyoutoit,sorrymaybenexttime

grandma"

Shelaughshittingmyshoulder

Momma:"I'mnotagrandma,andyouknowhow

muchI'dlovetobeagrandmatoalittlesomebody

someday,isthereanyhopeformeinthegrandma

world?"

Ilookatherandsmile

Me:"youstillhavealongwaytogo,maybeyou

couldaskLowell,causemybabyfactoryisstill

underrenovationssoitmighttakeawhilebefore

buyingyouanykids,maybeLowellcanbuyforyou

agrandchildsoonerthanI"

Momma:"yuuhhhthere'snohopela,Ishouldjust

giveuponthatdepartment"

Me:"ohcomeonmom,westillyoung,assoonas

myfactoryisready,I'llbegivingyougrandchildren

fromleftrightandcenteryouwon'tevenknowwhat



todowiththemall"

Sheburstsintolaughter,myphonerings,I

recognizethenumber

Me:"canyoupleasewatchoverthepotsforme

whileIgetthis?"

Momma:"ofcause"

Iwipemyhandsandtakemyphonethenheadout

tothebalconyoutsidethelounge

Me:"hello"

"Noah,pleasedon'tdropthecall"

Me:"whatisitAmahle?"

"Wecanstillmeetup,sameplace,please"

Me:"Ithoughtsomethingcameup?"

"Therewassomethingbutit'sallsortednow"

Me:"youknowIdidn'tflyouthereforyou,Ihad

importantthingsIneededtocomesortoutthisside,

Isqueezeyouinandyoudecidetofoolaroundwith

mytime"



"Somethingterriblehappenedyesterday,IthoughtI

wouldn'tbeabletoseeyoutoday,I'msorry,Ididn't

meantofoolaroundwithyourtimefromyourvery

busyschedule"

Me:"youknowthedirectionsorshouldIsendDerek

tocomepickyouup?"

"PleasesendDerek"

Me:"okay,I'llseeyoulaterthen"

"I'llseeyoulater,bye"

Me:"bye"

(Silence)

Me:"aren'tyougoingtohangup?"

"Ohyeah,sorryIthoughtyou'ddoit"

Me:"youtheonewhocalled"

"Yesitwasme,Icalledyou,soI'mgoingtohang

up"

Me:"yes"

"Becauseit'smyairtimegettingchowed"



Me:"yeah,andthemoreyouspeakthemoreit's

gettingchowed"

"OhGoshchowedsoundssoweird,getting

chowed,uhmit'sgettingdeducted,yesthat'sthe

word!"

Alightlaughescapesmymouth

Me:"Amahle?"

"Lwandle?"

Me:"I'mstillwaitingforyoutohangup"

"Ohyes,uhm,okay,bye!"

Shehangsup

Me(laughs):"byesweetheart"

.

.

.

*******

"Theworldwouldbebetteroff,notonlyifpeople

toldthetruth,butifpeoplebelievedthetruth"



(Author)

*******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,15:23] :Insert89

•

•

•

•

•

Lulama

•

•

•

•

•

Theirstrongarmswereallmerubbingallmybody,I

feltahugedickstretchingmyvagina,myscreams



werefallingintodeadearsasallmenweregroaning

inpleasure

Me(crying):"Pleeease!!Please..stop!!...

Anotherdickrubbedagainstmybuttcheekbefore

squeezingitselfinmyvaginaastwodicksfucked

myharshly

Me(screaminginagony):"Nooooo!!!

"Baby!"

Me:"Nooopleasestop!Stoop!!"

"Lulama!!"

Theirroughhandsshakemeroughlycausingme

morepainasIscreamoutcrying

"Lulama!!WakeupLulama!!"

IsitupasIfeelmyselfrunningoutofbreath

Chase:"calmdown,here,drinkup,it'scoldwater"

MybodyisshakingandIcannotholdtheglass

properlysohehelpsmedrink

Me:"we...wehavetogotothepolicestation,we



havetoreportthosemonsters,they,theyrapedme,

theyrapedandkilledtheothergirlsinfrontofme"

Chase:"sshhhcalmdownbabe,youweredreaming,

itwasjustadream"

Me:"No,noitwasn't,Ifeltit,Isaweverything,I

swearIsawitwithmyowneyes,theywerecutting

themalive,theygangrappedus"

Chase:"youweredreamingbabe,Ifetchedyou

outsidethegateofyourhouseandwedrove

straighthere,youwerestressedabouthowI've

beendistant,wehadaheatedargumentbutwe

madethingsup,Igaveyouamassageandyoufell

asleep,you'vebeentossingandturningallnight"

Me:"but...itfeltsoreal,IIthoughtI...

Chase:"okay,wheredidtheyhurtyouinyour

dream?"

Me:"Iwastiedup,theyrapedmewhilebeatingme

up"

Chase:"ifindeedthatistrueyoushouldbestillin

pain,I'lltouchyouandyoutellmeifithurts"



Me:"okay"

Hetouchesmeallovermybodypressingitgently

butthere'snothing,hehandreachesmyvagina,I

closemyeyesreadyforthepain

Chase:"isitpainful?"

Iopenmyeyes

Me:"touchit"

Chase:"Iamtouchingit"

Ilookathishandwhichisrubbingbetweenmylips

Me:"whatthehell?"

Chase:"whatisit?"

Me:"it'snumb,Ican'tfeelanything"

Chase:"noway"

HeslapsitandkeepssqueezingbutIdon'tfeel

anything

Me:"Ican'tfeel,what'shappening?"

Chase:"thisisnotright,I'llcallinagynecologistto

checkyouup"



Me:"what'swrongwithme?"

Chase:"don'tpanicbabe,I'msurethere'sa

reasonableexplanationforthis,we'llconsulta

doctoraboutyourdreamtoo,anddoahead

examinationonwhycan'tyourememberlastnight's

events,let'strytonotoverthinkandjustwaitonthe

professionalsforhelp...okaybaby?"

.

.

.

Thandile

.

.

.

Me:"I'msotired"

IcomplainasIthrowmyselfonthecouchnextto

him

Menzi:"letmerubyourfeet"



Hetakesmyfeet

Me(smiling):"youdon'thaveto"

Menzi:"okaythen"

Heletsthemgo,Ilaughputtingthembackonhis

lap

Me(laughing):"ngyadlalahawu!Pleaseworkyour

magic"(I'mkidding)

Menzi:"don'tplaywithonceinalifetime

opportunitieslikethis"

IsighsmilingasIenjoythefootrub,he'spressing

inalltherightplacesmakingmemoaninpleasure

Me(moans):"aawwIneededthis,yourhandsare

stillsomagical"

Menzi:"andyourfeetarestillsosoft"

Iopenmyeyesandlookathimashe's

concentratedonmyfeet

Wehavebeencivilwitheachotherbutwehaven't

beenreallyclosebecausehehasanewgirlfriend

andwellIhadschoolkeepingmebusyeveryday



andthebabywhenIgetbackwithschoolwork,he'd

alsogotoworkintheafternoonwhenIcomeback

fromcampussowehardlysaweachotherunless

onweekends,whichonsomehe'dgovisithis

girlfriendwithmysonLwazi,Istillfeelsometypa

waywithhimgoingwithLwazitohisgirlfriend,butI

guesssinceIwasn'ttherehehadnootherchoice

anditseemslikeLwazireallylikesthiswoman,I

haven'tmetheryetIthinkhedoesn'twantmeto

meether.Nowthatit'sholidayswe'vebeenseeing

moreofeachother,eventhoughhetriestoavoid

memostofthetimewhenIcomechillinthelounge

he'dgototheroom.

Me:"thankyouforthefootrub,Ineededthis(moans)

uhhyesthat'sthespot"

Menzi:"InoticedOtha'smilkisfinishingandthe

puritiesaswellasthepampers"

Me(sighs):"yeahandmyallowanceisalready

finished,thatgirlcaneat,I'llbreastfeedherwhen

themilkrunsout,aslongasherporridgeisstill

there"



Menzi:"howaboutyougetyourselfandthekids

readysowecangogetafewthingsatthemall,the

babyneedsfood"

Me:"youdon'thavetodothis"

Menzi:"I'mdoingitforthebaby,shedeservesit,so

getyourassupandlet'sgetgoing"

IsmiledgettingupexcitedlyasIwenttogetus

ready

.

.

.

Lulama

.

.

.

Doctor:"everythingseemsfine,there'snothing

wrongwithyourvagina,butIwillleavethis

medicationforthehealthofyourvagina,thesewill

keepitfreshandhealthy,resistantfrominfections"



Chase:"thankyouverymuchdoctor"

Doctor:"youwelcome,don'tworryma'amyouare

fine,there'snosignofanyviolentinteractionor

swolleness"

Inod

Chasehelpshimout,Igetoffthebedandfollow

themout,hecomesbackinsideafterthedoctor

leaves

Chase:"whereyougoing?"

Me:"pleasetakemehome"

Chase:"what'sthematter?DidIdosomething

wrong?"

Me:"No,Ijustwanttogohome"

Chase:"areyouupsetaboutsomething?"

Me:"I'mnoupsetChase!!Ijustwanttogohome!!

Jeez!"

Ibumphisshoulderandwalktowardshiscar

Me:"takemehome!"



Chase:"okay,calmdown,I'mgoingtogetthekeys"

.

.

.

Lowell

.

.

.

Wewerechillingoutsidebythechairsabitfarfrom

thepoolhavingabraaifordinner,thesunlongset

anditwasnowdark

Mom:"wowlookatyou!!Youwalkingonyourown"

Iwasnowwalkingbacktowardsthewheelchair,but

Iwasusingcrutches

Me:"notentirelybutI'mfeelingmorecomfortable

usingmylegsnowwithoutthinkingI'mgoingtofall,

it'saworkingprogress"

Noah:"I'mproudofyoubro,youdoingverygood"



Icarefullysitbackonthechair

Me:"thanks"

Noah:"youshouldteachyourfatherathingortwo

causehesureistakinghisownsweettime,I'm

startingtothinkheenjoysbeingonthatwheelchair"

Mom:"Idon'tunderstandwhat'stakinghimsolong,

ImeanthelasttimeIlefthimbeforeourdecisionto

divorcehewasmakingprogress,nowit'slikehe's

noteventrying"

Me:"maybeit'sbecausehelosthispillarof

strength"

Sherollshereyestakingasipofherjuice,her

phonerings,shelooksathisandtriestosuppress

hersmile

Mom:"letmegoanswerthis,I'llbeback'"

Shewalksbacktothehouse

Noahlooksathisphoneandsmilesashetexts

Me:"wonderwho'sthespecialladytobeabletoput

suchabigsmileonyoulikethat,that'san

achievement"



Hechucklesasheswitchesoffhisscreenand

slidesitbackinhispocket

Noah:"youknowIdon'tdospecials"

Me:"yeah,notuntilAmahle"

Hissmiledisappears

Noah:"Amahleisnottheonlygirlinthisworldyou

know,noteverythinghastobeabouther"

Me:"Iknow,butshe'stheonlygirlforyou"

Hesqueezeshisnose

Noah:"istheresomethingyoutryingtogetoutof

me?Causeit'sreallyassimpleasjustasking

insteadofbeatingaroundthebush"

Me:....

Noah:"comeon,ask,Iknowyouwantto,youknow

I'mveryhonest,I'llgiveyouanhonestanswer"

Me:...

Noah:"youmightnevergetthischanceagain,it's

nowornever,everythingyouwanttoknow,Iknow

wenevergotthechancetoproperlytalkabout



everythingthat'shappened,talktome"

(Silence)

Me:"whendidyoufallinlovewithher?Wasitbefore

orafteryoufoundoutaboutLulamaandI?"

Noah:"after,IonlytooknoticeofherbecauseI

wantedtoteachyoualesson"

Me:"whydidn'tyoujustconfrontme?Whydidyou

havetotakeitthatfar,toapointofdrivingmecrazy

andkillingmyself,didn'titmatteranymorethatI

wasyourbrother?"

Hesighsandchucklessarcastically

Noah:"everythinghastobeaboutyouallthedamn

timedoesn'tit,anyway,firstofallyouknowhow

muchIdespisebetrayalspeciallydisrespectIused

topreachrespectandloyaltytoyouallthetimeI

valueitalot,you'veseenhowitmakesmewhenone

goesagainstthosethings,sowithLulamaitwasn't

thathardtofindoutshe'scheatingonme,Iknow

pussyandIknowifanotherdickwasintherebefore

me,notonlywassheloosethefirsttimeIhadsex

withherbutshestillhadyourcumdrippingoutof



her,thedisrespect,theplanwastofindtheniggar

andrearrangehislife,Iwasn'tgoingtokillthe

niggarcauseIneverreallylovedLulamabutnoone

shouldeatatthehoneypotthatI'meatingfrom,

that'sdisgusting,unhygienicandverydisrespectful,

Ihatebeingdisrespectedespeciallyonpurpose,I

trustedyouasmybrotherandventedoutmy

frustrationstoyouaboutmycheatingwife,you

actedlikeasnakeandcomfortedmewhileknowing

itwasyou,youwereprobablyveryproudofyourself

thatIdidn'tsuspectyou,probablythought,wow

whatafool,itdidn'ttakemelongtofindapieceof

evidencewhichledmetoyou,whileIwasstilltrying

todigestthathorriblediscovery,youbetrayan

agreementinourcontractofnotfallinginlovewith

ourstuff,Idisagreeonlettinghergobutyoustill

releaseherbehindmyback,thatjustfueldmeup,

youwerenotloyaltome,itwassoeasyforyouto

betraymeforpussy,notoncebuttwice,Iknew

you'dneverlearnuntilItaughtyouavaluable

lesson,IdidthesametoyouusingAmahle,falling

forherwasnottheplanbutitjusthappened"



Me:....

Noah:"thefakingmydeathpartwasforpunishing

youforhavingthenervetoshootyourbrotherover

apussy,Ididn'tmeanittotakethatlongbutyou

alsodidnotregretitenoughtoacknowledgeyour

wrongsandattempttoconfesswhatyoudid,you

coveredyourtracksandliedaboutmydeath,I

thoughtthelongerIkeepitupthemoreyou'dregret

andconfessatleasttotheparentsnotnecessarily

tothepolice,butyoupaintedyourselftobethe

goodguy,you'vealwaysgottenwhatyouwantedno

matterwhowasagainstitandyoualwaysgetaway

withtrouble,IguessIalsohavemyselftoblamefor

thatcauseIalwaysencouragedyoutodowhatyou

wantandcoveredforyoutoprotectyou,Iwas

goingtoletitgo,untilIrealizedthatyouwere

abusingAmahle,whenIsawthescaresyoulefton

her,thepainyouinflictedonher,youputher

throughwhatwepromisednevertoputanywoman

throughbecauseofbeingwitnessestoourmother

andavictimmyself,butyoudidit,knowingthatshe

camefromanabusivefamilywhereshewas



alwaysbeatenbutyouaddedtoitandyouknew

shewouldn'tseeanythingwrongwithitbecause

abuseisallsheknowsandshehasagoodheart,

that'swhenyoutookthingstoofarsoItookiteven

further,that'swhenIdroveyoucrazyandyou

startedseeingthingstillyouconfessedandkilled

yourself,well,triedtokillyourself,andhereweare

now"

Itakemybottleofbeerandfinishwhatwasleftofit

tryingtocalmmynervesdownasI'mhavinghot

flashesfrommyconsciencewithalltheguilt

overwhelmingme.Ican'tevenmaintaineyecontact

anymore,Ihavenowordstodefendmyself,there's

nojustificationforeverythingI'vedoneandIdon't

thinktherearerightwordstousetoapologizeor

makethingsright,Icanseethehatehehasforme

inhiseyes

Mom:"sorryguysIhadtoquicklyrunsomewhere

butI'mbacknow,ithinkweshouldheadtothetable

sowecanhaveourdinner"

.



.

.

Amahle

.

.

.

Weweresettingthetablefordinner,Lulamacame

backintheAfternoon,she'sbeenlockedinher

roomsinceshecameback,shedoesn'twanttotalk

toanyone,sowedecidedtoletherbe,momsaid

she'lltalktoherwhenshe'scalmeddown.

Mom:"thankyouforhelpingmepreparedinner"

Me:"pleaseyoudon'thavetothankme"

Mom:"yesIdo,becauseyoudidn'thaveto,noone

helpsmearoundthehousebuthavingyouaround

hasmadethingssomucheasiersinceIdon't

believeinhavingmaidshereallthetimetheyonly

comeonceinawhile,Ipreferdoingthingsonmy

own"



Me:"Ijustdon'tfeelcomfortablewatchingyoudoall

thecleaningandcookingwhileIasachildandyour

daughtersitaroundanddonothing,that'snothowI

wastaught,eventhoughitwasextraharshonme

butIbelieveitshouldbethisway"

Shelooksandmewithapitifulsmile

Mom:"I'llforeverbesorry,Ishouldn'thavegivenyou

awaybutyourfatherthr....hewantedyousobadly,

hewantedtobeatleastpartofoneofhischildren,

itwasn'teasygivingyoutohim,Iwantedtoraise

bothmybabies,youweresospecialtome,twins,it

wassuchablessingtome"

Me:"howdidyoukeepmeawayfromMandla?"

Mom:"Ipaidthedoctorstotellusthattheothertwin

passedawaysohethoughtyoudiedatthehospital"

Me:"Ithinkhehatesme"

Mom:"hedoesn'thateyou"

Me:"hedoes,hecan'tevenpretendtolikeme,I've

onlybeenhereforashortwhilebuthecan'tbein

thesameroomasmeformorethanthirtyminutes,



hedoesn'teventalktome"

Mom:"he'sstilltryingtogetusedtoyou,he'sangry

withmeandourmarriageisnotasitseemsorwe

makeitseem,Ipromiseyou,withtime,everything

willfallintoplace,butjustknowthatIloveyouso

muchandI'msosohappythatyouarehere,I

wouldn'twantitanyotherway,IloveyouAmahle"

Me(sighs):"okaythat'senoughanswersfortoday"

Mom:"thankyoufortakingitonedayatatime,I

knowit'snoteasyforyouandbuildingabondwith

uswillbemuchmorethanlivinghereandgetting

answers,Iwantyoutofeelasifyouarepartofthe

familyandnotanoutsider"

Isigh,myphoneringsfrommypocket

Me:"sorryIhavetotakethis"

Mom:"okay"

Iwalkawayfromhertowardsthestairs

Me:"hello?"

"Hiit'sDerek,Iwasaskedtocomepickyouup"



Me:"ohokay,I'llberightthere"

"Okay"

Ihangupandwalkbacktothetable

Me:"uhmmah"

Mom:"yes?"

Me:"uhm,afriendofminejustcalledandshe'sright

outsidethegate,Iforgotwemadeplanstovisit

eachothertonightforagirlsnight,canIpleasego

withher?"

Mom:"whoisthisfriend?"

Me:"it'sprecious,she'sparkedoutside,she'swith

othergirlssoshesaidshecan'tcomein"

Mom:"okay,pleasemakesurethesecurityescorts

youout,andtakeyourphonewithyou,wedon't

wantarepeatofyesterday"

Me:"yesmah,I'llcalllatertoletyouknowI'msafe"

Mom:"soyounotevengoingtoeatwithus?"

Me:"pleaseleavemyshareforme,Imightbeback

later"



Mom:"okay,besafethen"

Me:"Iwill"

Sheopensherarmsforahug,Igoinandhugher

beforemakingmywayoutwhereIfindDerek'scar

acrosstheroad

Ihopinandhedrivesoff

ItakemyphoneanddailNoah

"Hey"

Me:"hey"

"Whereareyou?"

Me:"I'montheway,Derekjustpickedmeup"

"Okay,I'mwaitingonyou"

Me:"I'llberightthere"

"Cool"

Me:"yeah,bye"

"Bye"

Ihangup.



Afteralongdrivewefinallyarriveatthehousein

thebushes,Imakemywaytothedoorandknock,I

waitonhimforawhilebeforeheopensforme

Noah:"youhere"

Me:"yes,I'mhere"

(Silence)

Me:"mayIcomein?"

Noah:"oh,yeah,yes,comein"

HemakeswayformeasImakemywayinside,I

headtowardsthecouch

Noah:"thiswayplease"

Heleadsmetothebedroominstead

Inervouslyfollowhim,heclosesthedoorasIstand

besidethebed

Noah:"sitdown"

Isitontheedgeofthebed

Healsositsontheotherside

ThereissilenceforawhileasIfeelhiseyesonme,



Ilookathim

Noah:"hereweare"

Me:"yes,thankyouforagreeingtomeetupwithme"

Noah:"youwantedtotalk,Icametolisten"

Isighandturntofacehimwhilemakingmyself

comfortableonthebed

Me:"okay,uhm,Idon'tknowwheretostart...butallI

wantedtosaywas,I'msorry,I'msorryfromthe

bottomofmyheart.IknowIhurtyouwhenIpushed

youawayandchoseyourbrotheroveryou,thetruth

is,itwasnotbecauseIlovedhimmorethanyou,

actuallyitwasnotaboutloveatall,Iletanger

controlmyemotionsanddecisions,Iwantedto

revengemyselfandIpaiddearlyforit,Ijepeodized

mygift,eventheancestorsturnedonme,Icouldn't

communicatewiththembecauseIletthemdown

byactingoutofcharacterofthepersonIam,itwas

notmyplacetodowhatIdidtoLowellandI

shouldn'thavebrokenupwithyou"

Noah:"Isee,Iwasdisappointedandhurtnolie,I

thoughtyouwereplayingwithmyfeelings,I



thoughtyoujustmademethinkyoulovemetoget

backatmeforeverythingIdidtoyoucauseIstill

couldn'tbelieveaprecious,goodhearted,beautiful

andintelligentgirllikeyouwasinterestedina

fuckedupguylikeme,justwhenIwasstartingto

believeit,whenwewereclosetotellingeveryone

aboutusyoustartedtalkingdifferentworriedabout

otherpeople'sfeelingsbeforeourlove,Istarted

doubtingyourloveagainandthenyoudistanced

yourselffrommeonlytodumpmeandbewithmy

brother,ithurtme,butIknowthatI'vedoneworse

andInowunderstandwhyyoudidwhatyoudid,

youalsohumanandsometimesashumansweare

notpatientenoughtowaitaroundforkarma,I

guesswebothlearntathingortwoaboutrevenge,

isthatit'sneverworthitbecauseyouendupnot

onlylosingyourselfbutalsothepeopleyouloveas

well,ifIwereinyourshoesIwould'veactedthe

sameway,Iunderstandthepainhe'sputyou

throughandwhyyoufeltthewayyoufelt,youdidn't

deservetobetreatedlikethat,youdon'tdeserveall

thepainyou'vebeenthrough,youstillsoyoung,you

deservesomuchmore,somuchmore,andIdon't



believethatI'mthesomuchmoreyoudeserve"

Me:"IdeserveyouNoah,youtheonlypersonwho

hasmademefeelthehappiestI'veeverbeeninthis

worldthathasbeencrueltomesinceIwasborn,

youmeansomuchtomyheart,andthetruthis,I

needyou"

Hetakesoffhisshoesandgetsfurtherinthe

middleofthebed,Ialsotakeoffmyshoesand

makemyselfcomfortablenexttohimonthebed

Noah:"somuchhashappenedwhilewewereapart

already"

Myheartstartspoundingfastagainstmychest

Me:"youfoundsomeoneelse?"

Noah:"notreallybutsomethingwasgoingon"

Me:"somethingthatyouwanttocontinuewith?"

Noah:"I'majerk,I'msofuckedup,I'llmessyouup

Amahle,thewayIam,whenIgetangryI'mnotlike

everyoneelse,Ilosemysenses,Ibecome

somethingelse,somethingIdon'tevenknow,

sometimesIactweirdandmightsayordothingsI



don'tmeantodo,I'mtoomuchbaggageforyou,I

don'twanttoputyouthroughthat"

Me:"Idon'tcareaboutthatNoah,Icanhandleit,I've

seenyoulikethat,I'vebeenaroundyouatyour

worstandwemanagedjustfine,Iknowwhereto

touchandhowtotalktocalmyoudown,Idon'tcare

aboutallthat,Ijustwantyoutobemineagain"

Noah:"whatdoyoureckonhappensnow?"

Ilookupathim

Me:"Iwantustogetbacktothewaywewere,

together,Iwantustocontinuebuildingsomething,I

wantustoloveeachotheragain"

Noah:"Idon'tknowifthatcouldhappen,Ithinkyou

bestwithoutme"

Me(breakingvoice):"No!Don'tsaythat,I'mbestwith

you,notwithoutyou"

Noah:"Amahle.....

Me:"NoLwandle,don'tdothistome,please,you

goingtobreakmyheartIcanfeelit,pleasedon't

saywhatyouabouttosay,whyareyoutalkinglike



this?IknowIhurtyou,I'msorry...

Noah(tearfully):"wecan'tbeto....

Ishuthimupwithakiss,hekissesmebackwith

passionwithhishandcaressingthebackofmy

head,

Noah(betweenthekisses):"Amahle....I'msorry....

Me:"sshhhh"

Myhandfindsitswaytohisdick,hepushesmeon

mybackandgetsontopofmeashishandslips

undermypantiesandstartsrubbingmycoochie

Ishouldn'tbedoingthis,thisiswrongandI'llget

intotroublefordoingthis,butit'stheriskI'mwilling

totake,Ijustcannotlosehim,Idon'twanthimto

leavemylife,ifhedoes,it'llbethelastdraw,he'll

breakmyheartbeyondrepair,I'llneverbelievein

loveeveragainhe'smyonlychanceatlove,loveis

allI'veeverwanted,hisloveistheonlygenuinelove

I'veeverexperiencedandI'mnotreadytoloseit....

Me(whispersin-betweenthekisses):"Iloveyou

Noah"



Noah:"Iloveyoumore"

Me:"I'lldoanythingforyou,I'driskitallforyou,

pleasegivemeasecondchance"

Hiskissestraildownmyneckashetakesoffmy

jacketandIunbottonhispants

.

.

.

*******

"Forgettheriskandtakethefall,ifit'swhatyou

want,thenit'sworthitall.....orisit?"(Author)

*******

Tobecontinued

[12/17,15:23] :Insert90

•

•

•

•



•

Noah

•

•

•

•

•

ItookoffherdressslowlyandIwasenjoyingher

softpalmylipsagainstmine,sharingsalivaasour

tongueswirlandtwirlplayingwitheachotherhere

andtherewhilesuckingandpullingseductivelyon

herlips

****

Nessa:"howdareyoutalktomelikethat"

Me:"howdareyoutalktomelikethatbitch!"

Sheslapsmeacrosstheface,Iplacemyhand

aroundherneckandsqueezeherlittlethroat

blockingherbreathing



Me:"I'mgoingtokillyou,IsweartoGodI'mgoingto

killyou"

Nessa:"doit!Killme

*****

"(Breathless)Noah!...I...Noah!"

Iopenmyeyesandseeherstrugglingtobreath,I

removemyhandfromherchest,shecoughsasshe

triestocatchherbreath

Amahle:"youwerestranglingmetoohard"

Me:"I'msorry...

Amahle:"whydidyoudothat?"

Me:"Igotcarriedaway,I'msosorry"

Shelooksatmewhilerubbingherneck

Shesmilesabit

Amahle:"it'sokay,Idon'tmindyouholdingme

aroundmyneckroughlyjusttrynottouseallyour

strengthtoapointofblockingmyairway,you

usuallydoitproperlynotlikethis"



Me:"I'msorrysweetheart,Igottooexcited"

Shepullsmebackinforakiss

Amahle(whispersinmyear):"it'sokay,doasyou

please"

Me:"fuck!"

Isitbetweenherlegsandpulldownherpanties

slowlywhiletrailingmyfingersseductivelyonthe

sideofherlegs,herpussyisstillniceandtinywith

alittletrailofpubichair,Icannevergetusedtothis

beautifulsight,mydickisthrobbinghardand

twitchingundermybriefsforher

Ispreadherlegswideopenoneithersidepushing

themfurtheruptowardsherchestwhileherfeet

pointuptotheskylikeshe'spraisingtheLord

ImovemyfacecloserasItrailwetkissesalongher

innerchocolatethighs

Iusemyfingerstoopenuphersmoothpussylips

whenI'mwelcomedbythickjuiceslubricatedinside

herpussy,Irubthemalloverherpussymakingit

shiny



beforestretchingitopenandfeastingonherwith

mytongue,hermoanmakemybloodrush,Idon't

knowhowhardercanmydickgetasIfeelitstarting

tobeuncomfortablyhardneedingpenetrationasin

likeyesterday,butIhavetopleasemybabyfirst

******

"Iwarnedyoutostayawayfromme"

Iwalkfurtherintothedarkwoods

"Nowlookwhatyoumademedo"

IdragtheheavyplasticbagasIheaddeeperinthe

woods

"Yousoheavy!"

Ifinallyfindagoodspot,Itaketheshovelandstart

digging

"Ididn'tmeanforittocometothis"

Ikeepdiggingwithtearsstreamingdownmyface

"Ifyouhadjuststayedinyourlane,nonofthis

wouldbehappening"

Theholeisgettingdeeper



"Youpushedme,ItoldyouIwasnotgoodforyou,

butyoukeptcomingback,whycouldn'tyoujust

stayawayme,"

"IfyouhadjustranawaywhenIbeggedyouto,I

warnedyouaboutmyself!Somanytimes!Yousaw

thesigns,yousawthem!"

*******

"Noah!"

Ilookupather

Amahle:"youpullingmyhairtoohard,it'spainful"

Me:"I'msorrybaby"

Ibrushherhairsoftly,herconfusedface

disappearsasshesmilesandpullsmebackinfora

kiss

Igrabmydickandrubitonherwetpussy,teasing

herasIputinthetipandtakeitoutrubbingit

againstherclit

*****

Nessa:"I'mnotgoing!!"



Me:"Go!"

Nessa:'No!!"

Shetakesoutagunandpointsitatme

Ipulloutaknife

Nessa:"we'lljusthavetoseewho'llmakeitoutalive,

butI'mnotgoing,I'mnotleavingyoubaby!"

Iwalkclosertoher

Nessa:"Noahdon'tdoitplease!!"

Ichargetowardsher...

*******

"Aaahhhh!!Nooaahh!!!!Ithurts!Slowdown

Nooaahh!!!!Aaahhhh!!"

Ilookintohereyesfilledwithpainandpleasure,I

closemyeyesblockingouthervoiceasthe

pleasuresfromhergrippingtinypussyhugmydick

asIincreasethepacefuckingher,herbodyis

againsttheheadboardasshehasherbackonme

asI'mkneelingbehindherhittingitfromtheback

asIholdheronelegupovermyarm



"I'mgonnapeee!!!Noah!Uuhhh!!"

Ifeelherwallsvibratingasherwaterforcesmydick

toslipout,IpushitbackinasIfuckherevenharder

andfasterwitheachgroanandmoanfromher

"Ahhdaaddy!Slowdownpleeaase!mmmhhh!...

Herhelplessmoansaresuchaturnon

Ifindmyselflosingmymyselftothewarmthofher

intoxicatingskinagainstmine,whileIleavebites

andkissesonthebackofherneck

*****

Nessa:"No!!Puttheknifedown....

Igrabheraroundthewaistwhilemyotherhand

triestogetthegunfromher

*Bhah!!!*

Iscreaminpain,sheshotmyleg

Nessa:"ohmyGodNoah,I'm...

ImanagetograbthegunfromherasIpushherto

thefloor,shetriestofightmebutI'mtoostrongfor

her



Me(angrily):"youfuckenshotme!Youbitch!

Aahhh!!"

Ifeeltheknifesinkingthroughherthickfleshas

shescreamsinagony,Ipullitoutandkeepon

stabbingherrepeatedly,shegaspsforairtillshe

takesherlastbreathlookingintomyeyes

******

"(Crying)Stoooopppyouhurtingme!!Please

stop...Noahstop...getoffme!!aaaouuch"

IlookatherasIcomebacktomysenses,Iremove

myhandsfromherthroat,Igetoffherandnotice

herpussyisbleeding,she'scryinginpain,Istagger

backawayfromthebedwithmyhandsovermy

headasIfeelasharppainfrommyhead

Me(groansinpain):"I'msorry...I'msosorry...Ididn't

meantodoit...ahhIdidn'tmeantodoitI'm

sorry!!.....

.

.

.



.

Lulama

.

.

.

IcovermyheadwithapillowasIignoretheknock

atthedoor

"Lulamavulaiscabha"(openthedoor)

Me:"Goaway!Ijustwanttobealone"

"I'mnotgoingtostopuntilyouopenthedoor"

Shekeepsonknocking,Iavoidherthinkingshe'll

giveupbutshedoesn't,Isighandthrowthepillow

atthedoorfrustratedlyasIgetupandgoopenthe

doorforherthenwalkbacktobed

Shesitsontheedgeofthebed

Mom:"youcan'tjustlockyourselfupallday,doyou

haveanyideahowworriedwewereaboutyoulast

night?"



Me:"I'mfinemahIjustwanttobealone"

Mom:"youknowthatIloveandcareaboutyou

right?"

Ilookupather,thosewordsareveryrarecoming

outofhermouth,I'mshocked,whywouldshesay

that

Me:"youdo?"

Mom(frowns):"ofcauseIdo,youmyprincess,the

bestgiftIcouldeveraskfor,IknowIhaven'tbeen

thebestatshowingmyaffectiontoyou,allbecause

Iwassoangry,angryatmyself,everytimeI

watchedyougrowintobeingthebeautifulyoung

ladyyouare,IwouldthinktomyselfIwonderifyour

sisterisalsoasbeautifulasyou,oraswelltakenof

asyou,whenyouwerehappyandwewerethrowing

youbigbirthdayparties,allIcouldthinkaboutwas

youshouldbesharingthosemomentswithyour

sister,I'verobbedyouofsomethingthatwould've

beensosoamazing,ofunconditionallovefrom

yourtwinsister,thenIcouldn'thavekidsafterthat,I

triedhavinganotherbabythinkingitwouldfillthe



void,theguiltofabandoningyoursister,Iwasso

consumedbymyguiltandmyangeratmyselfthatI

didn'tevenrealizeIforgottoappreciateyou,Iforgot

tobeafulltimemothertoyou,Iturnedintoyour

guardianinsteadofyourmother,Ididn'tgroomyou,

Ididn'tteachyouhowtobeastrongwoman,howto

surviveinaman'sworld,youwerehererightinfront

ofmeandyoursisterwasn'tbutIstillfailedtoraise

thebothofyouwiththemotherlylovethatyou

deserved,Iguessyourfathersawthisandthat's

whyhemadesurehelovedandspoiledyoumore

sothatyouwillnotfeelmydetachment,andI'mso

sosorry,Inevermeanttohurtyouinthisway,I

wantyoutoknowthatIhavealwayslovedyou,it's

notbecausetherewassomethingwrongwithyou

asadaughter,theproblemwaswithme,andI'm

tryingmybesttorightmywrongs,pleasegivemea

secondchancetobethemotheryoudeserve,

pleasemyangel"

WithmyhandsovermyfaceIbreakdownintotears

asIfeelmyheart

clenchinpain,Ifeelherpullmeintoherembrace



Mom:"it'sokay,iknowthereweretimesyouneeded

totalktomeandaskformyadviceandInevergave

youtheopportunitybecauseIwastoohardonyou,

that'snotthewayIshould'vedonethings,andI

knowI'mtoolate,you'vealreadybeenthroughso

much,whatkindofamotheramI,Iwatchedyou

quittherapyandIneverbotheredmyself

investigatingandtalkingtoyouaboutyour

decision..(crying)..ohbaby,pleaseforgiveme...

Iwrapmyarmsaroundherasmycriesgetlouder,

myheartfeelslikeitbeingpokedbylittleneedlesas

Ithinkofeverythingthathashappenedinmylife,

thethingsI'vedoneandthethingsI'vebeen

through...

.

.

.

Amahle

.

.



.

Ijustfinishedcleaningmyselfupinthebathroom,I

aminalotofpain,Noahwasveryroughwithme,at

firstitwasniceuntilhebecameaggressivelyrough

inadangerousway,hewasstranglingmetodeath

andwasfuckingmeunmercifullyinflictingsomuch

painthatIevenbled

Idon'tknowwhatiswrongwithhim,Ithinkhewas

havingamaniaepisodewhilefuckingme,hewas

nothimself

Ifhecamebacktohissensesasecondlaterthan

hedid,hewould'vekilledme.

Iwalkbacktothebedroomandhe'ssittingonthe

bedrockinghimselfbackandforthwhileholding

hishead.

Itakevaselineandarubbingstuffthathadherbs,I

gentlymassagedmyvaginawiththeseasIkept

flinchingtothepain

"I'msosorryIndy,Ididn'tmeantohurtyou"

Me:"it'sfineNoah"



AfterIwasdoneIworemypantyand

mysportbrathatIcamewearingthengotinbed

andsatnexttohim

Me:"comehere"

HemovedcloserandlaidhisheadonmychestasI

embracedhimandrubbedhisbackgentlywhile

alsoplayingwithhishair

Me:"howareyoufeelingnow?"

Noah:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"I'mfine,thepainwillheal,it'syouthatI'm

worriedabout,whathappened?Whatwasgoingon

inyourmind?"

Noah:"Idon'tknow,Ijustgotlostinmythoughts"

Me:"isitNessa?"

Hegetsoffmeandlooksatme

Me:"youhavetobeopentomeaboutthissothatI

canhelpyou,weneedtogogetyoucleansed,once

youarecleansedherspiritwillleaveyou,Iknow

youdon'tbelievethatshe'sdeadbutonceyou've



donethecleansingyouwillsee"

Noah:"cleansing?Idon't...

Me:"Noahcomeon,rememberyoupromisedme

onceI'vegraduatedfrominitiationandIcanusemy

giftthatyouwillbethefirstclientIhelp?What

happenedtothat,whydon'tyouwantmetohelp

you?"

Noah(sigh):"thatwasthen,thingsaredifferentnow"

Me:"ifwewanttobetogether,youhavetodothis,I

wasn'tevensupposedtohavesexwithyouuntil

afteryou'vecleansedbecauseitwillaffectmy

spiritualgift,butIriskeditbecauseIbelieveinus,I

believethatyouarethemanI'llspendtherestofmy

lifewith,youaretheonethathasbeenchosenfor

me,theancestorsintroducedmetoyoubeforeI

evenmetyou,pleasedothisforus,foryourself,set

yourselffreefromhersothatyoucanbewithme"

Thereissilenceashestaresintomyeyeswith

sorrowfulandapologeticeyes,hiseyesareshinyas

ifhe'sholdingintearsandhe'sfilledwithregret

Me(whispers):"saysomething,anything...



Icuphisface

Me:"please"

Noah:"I'msorry....

Me:"No,Noah,don'tbesorry...

Noah:"Ican'tdothis....

Me(tearfully):"don'tsaythat,Iloveyou...

Noah:"I'mabadperson...

Me:"noyounot,youagoodperson...

Hegetsupandstartsgettingdressed

Me:"Noah,whereyougoing?"

Noah:"somewherefar,somewhereI'llneverbeable

tohurtanyoneIlove"

Igetoffthebedandwalktowardshim

Me:"andwhataboutme,whatamIsupposedtodo

withoutyou?"

Noah:"yourworlddoesn'trevolvearoundme

Amahle,youareamuchbetterpersonwithoutme,

there'ssomuchmoretovalueinyourlife,



eventually,you'llforgetaboutme,youwillbecome

oneofthebestdoctorsintheworld,youwilltravel

theworldandliveyourdreams..andyouwillfinda

goodmanwhowillloveandcherishyou,whowill

nevereverlosehismindandkillyou(clearsthroat)

orhurtyou"

Me:"No,nothisisnothappening,pleasetellme

whatIshoulddo,I'lldoit,Ididn'tmeantobreakup

withyou,pleasedon'tpunishmelikethis,I'm

beggingyou,Ithoughtyoulovedme,yousaidyou'd

neverleaveme,yousaidyou'dnevergiveuponme,

youwerewillingtoevenwaitformeuntilIfinish

schoolformetogiveyouachancebutIcouldn't

makeyouwaitthatlongbecauseIloveyou,you

don'tunderstandNoah,thisisnotjustordinarylove

thatIfeelforyou,I'llneverfeelthiswayagain,notif

it'snotforyou,please"

Noah(tearsrollingdownhisface):"I'mamonster,

trustme,youdonotwanttobewithme,I'ma

mentalcase,Iloveyoutoomuchtorepeatthesame

mistake"

Me:"Lwandle....



Hetakeshiscarkeys

Noah:"Derekwillbehereinafewminutestofetch

you"

Igodownonmykneeshugginghislegs

Me(crying):"No,wait,pleasewhatamIsupposedto

dowithallthislove,pleaseuphulaumoyawam,

ngyakuncengasthandwasam,ngyakthanda

Lwandle,ngikuthandangakhokonkeokmina,

pleasedon'trobmeofthisloveit'sallI'veever

dreamtabout"

Noah:"IloveyouIndy,butIdon'twanttohurtyou"

Me:"IIdon'tcarewhogetshurt,please,don'tbe

afraidoflovingme"

Hepullsmetostandonmyfeet

Noah:"Youdeservesomuchbetterthanme,I'mnot

thepersonyouthinkIam"

Me:"No,Ideserveyou"

Noah"I'mleaving,you'llneverseemeagain"

Hewalksaway



Igrabhisarmbeforehecouldpastme

Me:"don'tgo"

Noah:"I'msorry,butthisisitforus"

Hegivesmeonelastlongpassionatekissbeforehe

disappearsoutthedoor

Isearchformyclothesbutmytearsareblurringmy

eyestoseewheretheyare

Irunafterhimhalfnaked

"Noah!!!Wait!!!"

IshoutforhimasIgettothemaindoor,helockedit,

IbangitasIheartheengineofhiscarstarting

Thiscan'tbehappening,Iwon'tallowthatdreamto

cometrue,itjustcan't

"Noah!!Don'tleaveme!!Please!!"

Iwipemyeyesquicklywhilesniffinglookingforthe

keys,Ifindthemonthefloor,helockedmeinand

threwthembackinside,Igrabthemwithmyshakey

handsandunlockthedoor,Irunafterhiscarashe

speedsoffdeeperintothewoods



"Nooaah!!!"

Itripandfall,Iholdontomychesttryingtocalm

mycriesandthepaininsidemychest,Ilookatthe

directionhiscardisappearedto,Icanstillhearit

drivingaway

Me(whispers):"don'tleaveme....

.

.

.

SixYearsLater

*****

"Somepeoplearegoingtoleave,butthat'snotthe

endofyourstory,that'stheendoftheirpartinyour

story"(Author)

*****

Tobecontinued


