[12/17,13:12] :*UNTAMED HEARTS*

PROLOGUE

"Sit with the pain until it passes, and you will be
calmer for the next one"

(Naval Ravikant)

Somewhere in KwaZulu Natal

Her:"Ohh wena wayis hooolo!"



"Wayis holo weeena, wayisholo wena!"
Her:"Ohh wena wayishooolo!"
"Wayis holo weeena, wayis holo wena "
Her:"Ohh wena wayishooolo!"
"Wayis holo weeena, wayis holo wena!"

She dances her way inside the circle of girls, kicking
herlegs up doing the Zulu traditional dance

Her:" Mina ngiy'ntooombi nto!"

"Wayis holo weeena, wayisholo wena!"
Her:"Mina ngiy'ntooombi nto!"
Wayisholo weena, wayisholo wena!"

All the gids are clapping their hands to the beat as
they watch her dance bliss fully.

Her:"Wentobazane ubuyifihla!"
"Twewewewewe iwewewe!"
Her:"Wentobazane uboyivala!"

"Twewewewewe iwewewe



Her:"Wentombazane uboyikhiya!"
"Twewewewewe iwewewe!"

She continues dancing with a smile on her face

"Amahle!!"

"Yeh Amahle wena awuzwa ukuthi ngiyakubiza!?"
(Can't you hear me call you?)

I move away from the crowd of girds and run to the
river with my sister calling from a distance

I place a towel on my head before carefully placing
the bucket of water on my head

I decided to steal this moment to go join the girls
completely forgetting I was supposed to be getting
water

"Yaz wena ave'udelela, kunini ubuthe uyokha
amanzi!?" (You so disrespectful, you said you were
coming to get water ages ago)

Me:"Ali thulile u u uyangrasela, yin manje?"

(you you you making noise, what's wrong?)



I make my way past heras I head home

Thulile:"ungakhulumi name kanjalo wena, umah
Kade ekufuna"

(Don't talk to me like that, mom has been looking for
you)

Me:"ohh so wena uyakwazi ukukhuluma nam na na
nayinomayikanjani"

(Oh and you can talk to me e e anyhow?)
Thulile:"kanti uban omdala?"

(Who's older?)

Me:"it doesn't go by who's older, respect is eamed

S1S

Thulile:" ungangkhulumeli isngisi sakho
esbhedayo"

(Don't talk your wack English with me)

Me:"you you should learm my wack English, it'll help
you in future”

Thulile:"ucabanga ukuthi uyini vele wena, uyingane
kaShaka spear?”



(Who do you think you are? Shaka speare's child?)
[laugh at her

Me:"uShakespear, not Shaka spear”

I correct laughing out loud

"Awu ntokazi nkosazane, ndoni yamanzi,
sphalaphala sesphithiphithi"

I see Thulile blushing and giggling
"Amahle nkosazane, bengsacela ungike ithuba?"

(Amahle beautiful princess, please can you give me
a minute)

Me:"iskhathi into enginganayo bhuti"
(Time is something I don't have)

"Ngiyakuthembisa angizukucithela iskhathi s akho,
ngifuna nje ukusho amagama amabili"

(I promise I won't waste your time, just a few words)
Thulile:"akanas o iskhathi awuzwa yin!?"
(She said she doesn't have the time, don't you listen)

"Awukahle Thulile, akekho obekhuluma nawe"



(Back off Thulile, no one was talking to you)
"Amahle, ngiyakuncenga nkosazane?"
(Amahle, I beg you princess )

Me:"ng ng ngaba kade usugedile njenoba
usancenga,mi mina angiwumeli umbedo"

(You wo wo would've long been done saying what
you need to instead of begging, I don't stop for
nonsense)

He walks beside me as we continue the long walk
home

"Manje bengifuna ukubuza ukuthi uzoya yin kum
dans o waMatikilits heni?"

(I wanted to ask if will you be attending the Matric
dance ?)

Me:"angazi hlawumbe"

(I don't know, maybe)

"Bengisacela ukuba yiDate yakho?"
(May I please be your date?)



Me:"Cha, ngiryt ngedate"

(No I'm good)

"Awu Amahle mfethu, please”

Me:"ngithe Cha Thabiso, sowungahamba ke manje"
(I said no Thabiso, you can leave me alone now)

Thabis o:"Eish uyankhawatha kodwa Amabhle,
kulungile, yaz ukuthi maningi kanjani amathekeni
angakujabulela ukuhamba nam?"

(You hurt me Amahle, but it's fine, do you know how
many girls would be happy to be my date?)

Me:"siyakubongela ke bhuti"

(Good foryou)

He clicks his tongue and walks away
Thulile:"awuthandi ukuhamba nam?"

(Don't you wanna go with me?)

Thabiso:"tsek Thulile"

She gasps in shock

Thulile:"bengithi ngikwenzela ifavour yaz, usho



ngobubi”
(Iwas just doing you a favour, with your ugly self)

Thabiso is nowhere close to ugly and she knows it,
he is a good looking lad, it's just that he's a bad boy
and I don't wanna involve mys elf with boys, let
alone bad ones, he's always up to no good and him
and his friends are bullies, I hate bullies, I've lived
with bullies my whole life, everyday feels like hell
The only way I get an escape is when 1 go to the
Reed dances and meetings, I love being there I love
how they teach us about how we should respect,
love and cherish our bodies as young women and
how important it is to keep your innocence, not
because if you not a virgin you should feel any less
woman or proud of yourself and your body, but
keeping your innocence is actually you protecting
yourself from many things that come with sex that
we may be too young to endure, like babies,
deseases and unhealable heartbreaks.

The more you delay having sex the earlier you'll be
In reach of your dreams, men can be manipulative
and cruel and I don't want my life depending on



someone, a man in particular, or even my so called
family, I want to be my own woman. My future is
something I look forward to and I've already
planned it out to be perfect and my virginity is my
pride and something I treasure, I know people these
days don't really take sex as a big deal, but to me,
it's a huge deal, once you have sex a part of you
changes inside, [ believe that sexis something
spiritual, and once you share such intimacy with
someone, they transfer something more than
pleasure, deseases or babies, those are just the
visible transfers but they also leave a part of their
soul in you and whatever they picked up from other
people it all comes to you, once people have had
sex you can even notice a change in their behavior,
alot changes.

The Bible is also there to prove my point in Mark 10:
8 tells us “and the two will become one flesh.' So
they are no longer two, but one flesh.

I place the bucket on the flooras soon as Ireach
the rondovel house which we use as the kitchen.

"[sona skhathi sokubuya lesi!?"



(Is this the hour to come back home?)

I slowly turn to look at my raging mother
Thulile standing behind her with a stick

Me:"ngingingiya xo xolisa mah be be
bengingaqondile ukubuya ngalesi kh khathi" (I'm I'm
sorry mom, I I T didn't mean to come back at this
time)

[ hate my stuttering, it's worse when I'm scared, and
my asthma does not help.

Mama:"uya nyolis a, unyolisa ubufebe, ngikuthuma
ukuthi uyokha amazi wena ugigitheka nabafana!?
Sies mam! Thulile, hambokha uswazi khona
umuntu ekmele ngimgede ubufebe namhlanje!"

(You nyori you nyori for being a bitch, I sent you to
go get water but you busy with boys!? Sies man!
Thulile, go fetch me a stickso I can beat the
whoring out of someone today!)

Me:"No mama, please, bengingahleli nabafana!
Ngiyakuthembisa mah!"

(No mom please, I wasn't around boys, I promise



you mah)

She charges towards me with the stick and start
beating me with it

Mama:"uzoyeka lobufebe bakho namhlanje!
Ngizokukhipha bonke lobufebe, kade ngiloku
ngikukhuza!"

(You will stop with all this bitching today! I will beat
it out of you! I've warmed you countless times about
your whoring!)

I cry my lungs out as she brutally beats me for
something I didn't do, I'm on the floor taking it all in
begging for herto stop, Ilook into her eyes as she
beats me, her eyes are full of hate, they are evil and
monstrous, she places her knee on my chest as she
beats me making me struggle to breath

Me(crying):"mama! pl pl please, I1 can't breath!"

I look at Thulile with pleading eyes who's standing
by the door watching not feeling not even a slight
feeling of pity for me

Me(out of breath):"Thu Thulile! Help, please"



If she could cry and beg uMama to stop, she
wouldn't hesitate, she loves her twin baby girl so
much, she'd never want to see her or her twin sister
hurting or crying, she's neverlaid a finger on them.
But instead she just looks at me, if it was Thandile
the other twin she would've helped me even though
they both don't like me but Thandile is more
sensitive.

I close my eyes as ifeel my airway closing in on me
with herleg pressing harder on my chest, I never
thought this is how I'd die, in the hands of my own
mother.

Her voice becomes fainter
"Ayibo mama! Umenzani uAmahle!"
(Mom! What are you doing to Amahle!)

I feel hands press on my chest gently as my airway
slowly opens, I open my eyes struggling to breath

"Thulile! Hambo thatha ipump yakhe!! Shesha bo!"
(Thulile! Go fetch her pump! Hurry!)
"Phefumula hle hle, phefumula”



(Breath hle hle, breath)
[ try my best to breath but it's getting harder

Thulile hands Thandile the pump, she puts it in my
mouth and presses it, I inhale it in a couple of times
until my breathing goes back to normal.

She pulls me into her embrace, Irest on her chest
crying silently

Thandile:"cishe wambulala mah!"

(You almost killed her mom!)

Mom:"mxm nginendaba yin"

(Mxm as if I care?)

She walks away with Thulile

Thandile helps me up and leads me to the main
house to her bedroom.

I share a room with Thulile while Thandile has her
OWIN room.

She gets me water trying to calm me down.



The way I'm treated in this home is heartbreaking,
and it doesn't help that our father passed away last
year, mom's hate for me only grew after that, she's
hated me eversince I could remember, my whole
life, but dad always protected me from her beatings
sometimes as he was also hardly home cause he
worked in the city in Durban in the mines. One day
at his job the ground collapsed and swallowed them
In. We received the news and it was a heart
wrenching moment in all our lives, we were all
depended on him, specially financially.

Mom, was a housewife, but since dad died she
found a job at the Spar supermarket as a cashier.

It's a decent job and we are surviving.
I don't know why my mother hates
But I find my peace in prayer.

Prayer has saved me from many suicidal thoughts,
['ve attempted killing myself more than a few times,
I know that God is with me cause I never find the
courage to do it, and when I finally do something
always disturbs me.



My father was not the soft loving type either, he was
a typical Zulu man, he was very strict and harsh
with all of us, he only had good intentions though,
he valued education and pushed us to excel in
school, that's why my English is fluent.

I have big dreams of becoming a doctor, and I know
I can't pursue them with broken or weak English, so
[ took extra classes when it came to English, Maths
and physics.

My father encouraged me to become a doctor, he
says Iwas bom to be something great, he loved me.

He's the only one who made me feel the love of a
parent, even though it was for a little while when he
came on some weekends and left.

Then my nightmare would begin.
I just want freedom, just once in my life.

Not surrounded by lousy houses and high
depressing mountains that promise no hope of
escape from the village.

Thandile(hands a cup over to me):"Mina, phuza la"



( drink up)
I take it and look at it
Me(disgusted):"y1 yini le?" (wh what's this?)

Thandile(frowns):"awuphuze uyeke ukungibuza
umsangano”

(Drink up and stop asking me nonsense)

I say a quick silent prayer, close my eyes tightly as
I take it down in one gulp.
Me(disgusted):"aargh!"

It was horrible and it burnt my throat, I clean the
sand in my mouth using my tongue. It was umuthi
wesiZulu, mom and dad were very traditional people,
we use traditional medicine to heal whatever pain
more than we use westermn medicine.

I never liked umuthi but it works quickly to heal.
Thandile:"sondela kumina ulale phansi ngomhlane”
(Come closerto me and sleep on your back)

I do as I'm told



Thandile:"kubhlungu kuphi?"
(Where does it hurt?)
I point at my chest and all the other parts it hurts

She rubs some herbs on my bruises causing me to
let out "hllii" sounds from pain.

Even though my Thandile hates me but she is too
sensitive, Thulile and mom are the ones who
influence her to be mean to me, and her kindness
right now will cost her a lot, maybe a meal ora
wooping, but I doubt she'll get a beating, mom
doesn't hit them.

Me:"ngiyabonga sis wam, you are so kind to me"
(Thank you sister)

Thandile:"okokugcina lokhu, ungaphinde udumaze
umah kanje, ngesinye isikhathi angeke ngikwazi
ukuksiza"

(This is the last time, don't make mom that angry
again, next time I won't be able to help you)

Me(sighs):"ngiyazi, ngeke ngiphinde"



(I know, it won't happen again)
"Amahle Indigo Mbokazi!! Ziphi izinkomo zam!!"
(Where are my cows!!)

Shit!! Twas supposed to get them from the field
after getting water!

Thandile looks at me with fear as I hyperventilate,
my blood dropped to my feet, making me tremble.

Today I die.

My name is Amahle Indigo Mbokazi as you might
already know, the last borm to my parents the late
Bhekumuzi, and Noziniko Mbokazi. Thandile and
Thulile are my only siblings. Iwas bom and raised
eNongoma kwaGwebu kwelamaphikankan in
Zululand.

This is my story

skekeskeskskeskskekesksk



Fasten your seatbelts

It's gonna be a bumpy ride.

Please like, Share as much as you can and mention.
[12/17,13:14] :Insert1



Pastor:"do you, Lulama, take Noah, to be your
lawfully wedded husband, to have and to hold, for
richer or poorer, in sickness and in health for as
long as you both shall live?"

Me:"T do"

Pastor:"do you Noah, take Lulama, to be your
lawfully wedded wife, to have and to hold, forricher
or poorer, in sickness and in health for as long as
you both shall live?"

(Silence)

My heart skips a beat as it pounds fast against my
chest

He looks at the crowd looking at his mother who
nods at him.

He looks back at me
Noah:"T do"

I sigh in relief
Pastor:"the rings"

We both slide on each other’s rings



Pastor:"with the power vested in me, I now
pronounce you, husband and wife. You may kiss the
bride"

I close my eyes and lean in for a kiss, I feel a quick
peck on my lips.

[ open my eyes in disappointment as the crowd
claps their hands

We spend the rest of the day at the reception where
speeches were shared and my husband was by all
means Keeping his distance from me entertaining
the guests more than he payed any attention to me.

Not that I'm used to anything different, it's just that,
I really thought this dress would make him look at

me differently.

I guess I was wrong.

After a nice warm shower, I 2o join him in the
covers on the bed.

We booked a beautiful luxurious hotel in Zanzibar
resort for our honeymoon that was a surprise trip



booked by our parents.

It's a very beautiful island, beautiful clear waters, it's
just so peaceful and romantic

I can't believe we'll be here for a whole week.

It's not much but it'll be the most time

['ve ever gotten to spend with him.

Me:"this is the best surprise, don't you think babe?"
Noah:"(focused on his laptop):"mmh"

Me:"l know that our marriage was arranged for us
and we have been robbed of living life on our own
terms, but I am willing to make this worth it

And it's not like we complete strangers, we've
known each other for a long time, even though we
only started spending actual time together for only
a year now.

And it's safe to say that, I have developed feelings
for you"

He glimpse at me then focuses back on his laptop

Noah:"you have?"



Me(chuckles):"yes! I've actually always had a crush
on you since the first time I met you, when my mom
Introduced us to tell me that you were the man I'll
marry when I turn eighteen, from that day on, Ijust
couldn't wait"

I move closer and shut his laptop
He puts it on the side

Me:"from then, I couldn't stop dreaming and
Imagining our lives together, eighteen years old
seemed so far”

[ get ontop of him
Me:"T promise you, I'll be the best wife ever”

Noah:"you know our marriage is just business, we
don't have to do all the unnecessary things, we just
have to put on a show for the public and the family"

[ wrap my arms around his neck while my hands
play with his dreadlocks

Me:"it doesn't have to be that way, we could make
something beautiful out of this"

He removes my hands away from him and places



them on my lap

Noah:"look Iulama, I'm sorry but I've neverlooked at
you that way, and I will never see you in that way, I
don't have feelings for you. Yes we've gotten to
know each other for the past few months and I like
you, but not in that way"

Me:" maybe it's cause this is still new to you, and
this marriage was against our will, but Noah, we can
really make it work, we'll grow to love each other, we
can take our time, there's no rush"

He frowns
Noah:"get off me!"
He snaps at me and I jump off him

Noah:"Isaid, this is strictly business, now let's keep
it that way"

He gets up and puts on his shirt
He already had his sweatpants on
Me:"where you going"

Noah:'T1l find another room for myself, will see you



when we depart for home"
He says getting his bags
Me:"what!? We won't be seeing each other?"

Noah:"please, do enjoy yourself, do whatever you
want, we'll meet when we depart"

He makes his way out
Me:"wait!"
He closes the door

Isigh as Isink in the bed, my heart shattered by his
actions.

Tears stream down my face

I take my phone and call my Dad
"Hello my Angel"

Me:"hey dad"

"How's your first night with your husband? Are you
enjoying the beautiful location, tomorrow morming

you two should go by the beach and watch the sun
rise, it's the most beautiful view, trust me you won't



regret sacrificing your sleep”
Me.....

"Angel? Are you okay? Did you hear what [ just
said?"

Me(sniffs):"yes dad, I heard you"

"You don't sound excited, is everything okay?
Please don't tell me room service was bad? I know
how much you hate it when hotels give poor
service"

Me:"room service is fine dad, it's just Noah"

"What did he do?"

Me:"he's being really cold towards me, he booked
another room for hims elf where he'll spent the
whole week there on his own, he said he'll only see
me when it's time forus to leave (bursts into tears)
what's the use of this honeymoon anyway? This is
not what I expected when you told me I'll marry
Noah Dad, you said I'll be happy, it's only our
honeymoon and already he's treating me like this?"

"What!? How dare he treat you like that!



Don't worry my baby, I'll have a word with his father,
he'll put him in his lane, the Nhlabathi's don't know
me...don't cry princess daddy is going to sort it out
like always, you'll be sleeping in the same bed as
your hus band by tomorrow if not tonight"

[ wipe my tears
Me:"thank you dad, you the best"

"Daddy will fix this, you just get your beauty sleep,
everything will be fine between you and your
husband tomorrow, I'm sorry you have to sleep
alone tonight, he should be by your side celebrating
your successful wedding day and appreciating that
he'll be spending the rest of his life with the most
beautiful woman, uMthembu wonke, did he forget
who we are?..mh mh now he got me all worked up,
goodnight my Angel, let me sort this out quickly"

Me:"yes daddy, goodnight"

[ hang up

A smile creeps on my face as Islide in the blankets.
My fatheris my superhero, I'm his only gir child and



he treats me like a Queen.

I get whatever I want when I want it.

He never wants to see me crying or hurt
He'd go to the ends of the world to make
me feel better.

Once dad talks to Noah's dad, Noah will come back
to his senses.

I think the whole getting married thing has just
overwhelmed him, I know he has feelings for me, we
did have a romantic night together once, even
though we were drunk and we didn't get to have sex
because he didn't want to take advantage of me but
I swear after that, he looked and talked to me
differently. In a good way. The fact that he didn't
take advantage of me, made me fall even more
deeply for him.

I don't know why he's so scared of commitment.

He's six years older than me, I'm 18, but I've always
had a crush on him ever since I was sixteen, he's
always been the very down to earth and quiet one



opposite of his brother. No one ever knew what was
going on in his head, he kept a very small circle of
friends, even though he was quiet people respected
him, he had that intimidating aura in him, which
attracted many girls towards him, his neat always
fresh dreadlocks and muscular body also played a
part. His grey eyes.

J ust thinking about him makes a girl wet.

He doesn't talk alot and hardly active on social
media platforms, it was not easy crushing on him,
because it wasn't easy stalking him and knowing
what he's up to. He's mysterious. Which makes him
more attractive.

[ hate to admit it but women throw themselves at
him all the time, I mean everywhere, whether it's
restaurants or family and friends gatherings. My
friends included.

He never entertains them, it's like he doesn't have
time for women, or any fun besides his work.

I only found out I was going to marry him earier this
year when I started matric, I was angry at my



parents for arranging my life for me...but a bit
excited it was with one of the Nhlabathi brothers.

Now that we married, we'll be moving in together
and I'm so excited that I'm finally going to
experience anotherside of him as my husband, the
loving, caring, jealous and protective side.

Maybe even the funny side.

The little fights and arguments, the kissing and
make up session.

The love making and rough fucking.

['ve been fantasizing about him, finally all my
fantasies will come to life.

I take my phone and log into Instagram

I choose a picture of us earier on at our wedding,
he's holding me from behind looking at the camera
with my one hand holding his cheek and the other
his hands.

I caption it "Mr and Mrs Nhlabathi"

[ post it and a few other pics also on Facebook and
Twitter.



My phone instantly goes buzzing with notifications.
I read and respond to a few comments.

Everyone is happy and congratulating me. Many of
them making nasty comments like "oksalayo
nizohlukana"

(It won't last)

I laugh to myself at their jealousy, funny how the
women who say these nasty comments are not
even at his league, let alone my class. How pathetic.

Poor people are so small minded.

"Tlove you Indy, but I don't want to hurt you"



Me:"TIdon't care who gets hurt, please, don't b b be
afraid of loving me"

"You deserve so much better than me, I'm not the
person you think I am"

Me:"No, I deserve you"

"T'm leaving, you'll never see me again"
He walks away

I grab his arm before he could past me
Me:"don't go"

He disappears

SEO——

[ wake up with an aching heart.

I don't know what the hell am I dreaming about, I

can't even see the face of the person in my dream, I
don't know how he looks like.

But I always wake up with a painful chest everytime
I dream about him.

His voice sounds very deep and soothing. But it's



always this same heartbreaking senario.

['ve been having the same dream for three nights in
a row now. I hate it.

[ don't ever want to feel the pain I feel in that dream.

It's even worse than the pain penetrated by my
family.

On top of the fresh bruises I got another hatefelt
unmerciful beating, for my carelessness with the
COWS.

I don't blame her for that though, I was wrong to
forget about the cows, I deserved the beating, dad
would've beat me too if he was still alive, his cows
were his treasure.

[ went to get them limping with pain.

I must say, being beaten by my mom was nothing
new to me, but it's like her beatings are becoming



worse and more life threatening as I get older.

[was in so much pain yesterday, I didn't even
manage to sleep.

['ve always been a slave.

Washing everyone's dirty clothes, including their
underwear.

Washing dishes and cleaning up after everyone.
Even though I don't get to eat the food I cook.

I'm about to write my final exams soon but I'm
never given a chance to study.

Everyone in this house always discourages me and
remind me that I'm a nothing and I'm going to
perish here, my life will perish here, that I shouldn't
even bother studying.

I have to do all my choirs before going to school, no
one cares whether I miss school ornot as long as
my choirs are done, I have to help everyone get
ready in the moming, I wake up at three everyday,
no matter how cold it is and I have to warm water in
the fire place by the Rondovel which requires me to



walk out from the main house. I have to iron
everyone's uniform, and we don't use the electrical
iron, we use the old metal one, which is heated by
fire before pressing it on clothing, not because we
don't have the electrical one, it's just that, I'm not
allowed to use it.

After school I have to go get wood by the forest,
while my sisters just sit around and do nothing, I
have to go alone, no one cares about what happens
to me while I'm there. 1 don't have much friends
here either, even the girls I go to Reed dances with,
they don't really like me that much, I don't know why,
they are nice to me but not nice enough to be my
friends. I don't know why nobody likes me, even my
own family.

All I know is loneliness.

I do have one friend, he's name is Avela, he's my
friend at school, we've been friends ever since
primary, he lives quiet far from me so we only get to
see each otherin school

When I go to the woods Ipass his house, so he



always accompanies me to the woods.

The only time I get to study is at school, Iuse my
time at school very wisely, at break time, I'm always
studying, in between free periods and after school
In my extra classes.

At home while I'm cooking I always have a book in
my hand.

I can't afford to fail, I need a bursary that will help
further my studies and get far away from here as
possible.

I'm now by the river doing the laundry
of our school uniform.

I shift my focus to the other group of girls far
opposite me, I smile at them but they give me cold
shoulders and exchange looks and few words at
each other then look back at me and laugh.

My heart sinks.

[ ignore their nasty remarks as I continue with the
clothes

"Sphalaphala sentokazi"



I close my eyes and sigh, I hate persistent guys who
try to win a gid after she's made it clear she doesn't
want you.

Can't guys tell the difference between playing hard
to get and seriously not interested?

"Buka ukuthi ngikuphatheleni?"

(Look what I got for you)

He puts a rose in front me

Lord please make him disappear, please.
Me:"thabiso pl pl please, stay away from me"
Thabiso:" a cunt do dat"

He says in bad pronunciation.

Imagine me being charmed by a boy who can't even
speak proper English, he thinks I care about his
looks?

Thabiso:" bheka I'm very attractive to wena mfethu,
and I wanna make you for mine, yacava?"

I roll my eyes



Me:'Tm not interested"

Thabis o:"ngiyakuthembis a, I treat you like the
Queen, I'm not never gonna hurt you"

Me(chuckles):"you you you not never gonna hurt me?
Shuthi phela ngenza kahle ngingavumi"

(Meaning I'm making the right decision by
disagreeing)

He scatches his head
Thabiso:"Eish"

I pick up his rose and I stand in front of him, he
smiles at me.

I give him his flower

Me:"cela uhambe uyonika uSne lembali, uhlukane
nam"

(Please go give Sne this flower and leave me alone)
Sinethemba is the meanest gir in school

and she's Thabiso's girfriend, she already doesn't
like me and him doing all this could draw much
attention to me and unwanted drama.



Thabis 0:"ohhh kanti lento is because of uSne,
khululeka, I long break up with him, you don't worry
anymore about yena"

I shake my head

Me:"just go Thabiso"

I get back to my laundry

He finally gives up after a while and left.

I get home and find mom already home, shit, she
came back early.

After hanging the clothes I head to the kitchen
quickly to get started on supper.

I find her waiting for me with a stick
I take a few steps back

Me:"mama,l I I'm sorry I'm late,th th there was extra
clothes to wash an an an an an......

Mama:"an an an ini? Ngathini kuwena ngokugala
amabhodwe late kanje!?"



(What did I say about cooking late?)

Me:"ng ngiyaxolisa ma, bengithi ngizowaqala
manje"

(I'm sorry ma, I was about to start cooking)

She marches towards me and starts beating me
senselessly

I beg herto stop. She doesn't. She keeps beating
me. I take in every lash while begging for her to stop.

But my cries fall into deaf ears as if the thick stick
wasn't doing much justice she started kicking me,
on my tummy.

I was being punished for a deadly crime of not
cooking on time.

Once she was tired she looks at me with much
disgust and spits on me.

Mama:"sukuma, uhambe opheka!"
(Get up and go cook!)
I rush out straight to the main room

I get in the bedroom and grab my inhaler



I inhale it until my airway opens up.

I get started with the pots.

I had finished all my choirs, I was now heading to
bed.

Mama:"ucabanga ukuthi uyaphi?"
(Where do you think you going?)

Me:"bengithi sengyolala ma, besengiqgedile konke, e
e engaba kukhona okunye umah afisa ngimenzele?)

(Iwas heading to bed, I have done all my choirs, is
1S is there anything else mom wishes me to do?)

It's now late at midnight, that's how long it takes me
to finish everything, everyday.

I don't even get the food I cook, I'm always given
leftovers, and there are from other people's plates,
like a dog, I'm not allowed to dish up for myself.

[ wake up hungry and go to bed hungry everyday.

This always happens, except when dad would come
back for a weekend, that would be the only time I'm



treated like everyone else.

Now, he's no longer here. No more breaks from a
life of hell.

Mama:" usisi wakho semdala manje, akasafuni
ukushera ikamela nawe"

(You sisteris a big girl now and she doesn't want to
share the room with you anymore)

Me:"oh, o okay"

Mama:"yah, uzolala lapha emkhukhwini nezinkuku"
(You will sleep by the shack with the chickens)

A gasp escapes my mouth

How am I supposed to sleep in that shack? There's
no electricity there, no bed, a bunch of wood that I
us e for fire and other junk, how am I supposed to
study there?

The roof has holes, the door doesn't even close
properly.
Me:"mah, ngiyacela, cela ungangilalisi emnyango"

(Please mom, don't let me sleep outside)



Mama:"hamba man!! Ngingaze ngikuvithize
ngenduku futhi!!"

(Leave!! Before I beat you up once again!!)
I run to the bed room to fetch things that I'll need.

[ find Thulile sitting on the bed comfortably. We
shared a double bed.

I take my school bag and pack some of my things in
it.

Thulile:"ekugcineni sengizothola ukuphumula kahle"
(At last I'll get some proper sleep)

I look at her with burning anger and hate in my heart
for her

Me:"how could you do this to me?"

Thulile:" ngifuna ukukgeda leso singisi sakho,
ngoba ucabanga ukuthi ungcono kunathi, futhi mina
ngikhathele ukulala nomuntu ohlezi enuka intuthu
njalo”

(I want to finish that English in you. You think you
better than us, with your English, I'm also sick of



sleeping with someone who always smells of bumt
ashes, all the time)

Me:"why ungizonda kangaka, ngakwenzani?"

(Why do you hate me so much, what have I ever
done to you?)

She laughs

Thulile:"awuzibheke nje, umnyamana onjengawe,
uyangihlaza, awufanele ukuba usisi wam"

(Have you taken a look at yourself, you so dark, you
embarrass me, you don't deserve to be my sister)

I grab a blanket and quickly head out before my
tears fall infront of her

Mama:"uyis aphi leyongubo?"

(Where do you think you taking that blanket?)
Me:"ng ngzolala ngayo"

(I'll sleep with it)

Mama:"s hiya sisi, ikhona ingubo ozoyothola lapha
emkhukhwini, shiya izingubo zam eziclean”



(Leave it, you'll find dirty blankets in the shack for
you, leave my clean blankets)

I burst into tears as soon as I get in the shack,
waking up the chickens.

I find a comer, I sit there and cry, hoping the heavy
pain in my chest will stop.

If my own mother hates me so much, why didn't she
just abort me, why did she bring me into this world
to torture me.

What did I do to deserve this? I try by all means to
Impress her, by getting good grades, doing all my
choirs, staying away from boys and trouble. But it
seems like she hates me more with each passing
day. Is it because I'm darker? I think took my
father's complexion making me darker than my
sisters.

some people make fun of me, they come up with all
sorts of jokes of why I'm so dark. I hate my skin
color, my own race hates me for my skin color, my
own family hates me.



I never asked to be bom like this, if I could bleach I
would, if that meant to be loved my my family, I
would do it.

My cries get louder as my chest hurts even more as
if someone has stabbed me right through it.

skekeskeskskesk

"It was a fine cry — loud and long — but it had no
bottom and it had no top, just circles and circles of
sorrow"'( Toni Morrison )

[12/17,13:15] :Insert2
(Short)

LULAMA



[just finished applying my makeup
I'm now combing my weave.
I have my bikini on, ready to go to the beach.

There's a harsh knock at the door, making me
startle.

[getup
Me:"jeez you don't have to break the door down"
[ unlock and open the door, 'm met by raging eyes.

He walks closer to me with his head over mine
causing me to move back

Me:"Noah, you changed your mind?"

Noah:"why would you do that? Huh? Why would you
call your dad?"



Me:"Noah, calm down"

His eyes hooded hovering over me, his body so
close like he's about to squash me into a ball

Noah:"you going to tell your father everytime we
have a problem? Is that what you call being a good
wife?"

I shake my head

Noah:"that is so childish of you, you expect me to
be attracted to a baby like yourself? That's why I

never wanted to marry you, you not woman enough
for me, you a childish little daddy's gif"

He moves away from me, breathing heavily.
He's trying his best to keep his cool
Me:"Noah...I'm sorry, I didn't mean to upset you"

He stands infront of the big window looking outside
at the ocean

[ walk up to him and rub his arm trying to calm him
down

Me:'Tm so sorry, I was heartbroken, I didn't know



who else to talk to, I didn't think dad would call your
father"

He looks at me with a frown

Noah:"you are not going to pull a stunt like that
again, from now on, you handle your marriage
business privately, you can't be running to daddy all
the time, because no matter how many times you
go crying to him, it'll not change the way I feel about
you. I really thought you were going to take this as a
big girl, that you'd be patient with me, you can't
expect me to develop feelings for you over night.
Who knows, maybe if you were woman enough to
handle your problems on your own, I would've found
it attractive. But your childish behavior; is just
disgusting and very unattractive"

I look down, embarrassed, I didn't want to be just
married to Noah, I wanted his love and affection as
well. If I want it, I have to prove to him that I can be
a wife, a grown woman who can fight her own
battles.

[look up at him



Me:"what happened yesterday it won't happen again,
I'm married to you and not my father, therefore,

what happens between us, stays and gets resolved
between us, unless we both consent for third party
Intervention"

He looks at me and smiles, whoa his smiling?
Noah:"that's what I like to hear”
He tum and faces me with his hands in his pockets

Noah:"it's not like I hate you Lulama, I like you, you
very beautiful and any man would be lucky to have
you, I just don't trust myself to love you, I don't trust
myself to be in a relations hip, that's why you've
never seen me entertaining women or with a
girlfriend before. I don't want to hurt you"

I reach my hand out for his cheek

Me:" I promise, I'll be patient”

He holds my hand then removes it from his face.
Noah:'Tm trying, just give me some time"

I nod



He walks out

[ guess he's still not going to spend our time here
with me.

I go stand infront of the mirror and admire mys elf
Me(smiling):"he said I'm beautiful"

AMAHILE
A FEWMONTHS LATER

I'm studying for my last paper which is physical
science.



It hasn't been easy studying with the living
conditions I had, but I'm pulling through and no one
likes it one bit.

"Kazi uyophelelaphi naleyomfundo yakho, wena
uyofela la eNongoma"

(I wonder where your education will take you, you
will perish here in Nongoma)

Those were my mother's words everytime she saw
me studying.

[ had to steal my birth certificate in order to apply
for varsity cause I know mom wouldn't have given it
to me.

I applied at Wits University, University of Cape Town,
North West University, University of KwaZulu Natal,
Stellenbosch University., and University of Pretoria.

I also applied for Nsfas and other barseries

[ haven't told anyone that I applied, I know mom will
not be happy and I'll probably get a good beating for
1t, but it's worth it.

I'm leaving, whether she likes it or not.



If it means running away, then be it.

It's Saturday Afternoon and I've done all my choirs
even the cooking.

All that's left is to fetch the cows later.

The sun is out baking today.

I'm chilling under the tree in the yard, studying.
I see Thulile and Thandile walking towards me

Thulile:"ai cha ngiyakuvuma, isikhathi sokumosha
unas o, ufunda ongathi kukhona la uzoyakhona
empilweni”

(I salute you, you have time to waste, you study like
you actually going somewhere in life)

Me:"cela ungiyeke Thulile, bekana nezakho
1zibcwadi ungis hiye phansi”

(Please leave me alone Thulile, focus on your own
school work and leave me alone)

Thandile:"kodwa uThulile uqginisile, uzimos hela
1sikhathi, ucabanga ukuthi umama uzokuvumela
ukuthi uhamve uyofundela ukuba udokotela?"



(But Thulile is right, you are wasting your time, do
you think mom will allow you to study to be a
doctor?)

Me:"anginandaba, imfundo yam ithemba lam
lokugcina"

(Idon't care, my education is my last hope)
Thulile shakes her head disgusted by my words

Thulile:"khululeka sisi, iNKkosi ifuna intokazi
azoyishada, ubaba wayesaziwa ngokuba nezingane
ezifundile, futhi induna yayemkhonzile ubaba,
uzofika azokhetha layikhaya, phakathi kwam no
Thandile, ngyazi ukuthi uzikhetha mina,

Masengiyi nkosazane yala esogodini, hlampe
ngizokupha umsebenzi, unakekele izingane zam,
ubeyisisebenzi sam"

(Don't worry sis, the chief is looking for a young
maiden to marry, Dad was known to have educated
girds and he was close with the headman of the
village, he will come to choose between Thandile
and I, I know he'll choose me. Then when I'm the
Queen, I'll hire you to be my servant and you'll take



care of my kids)

I don't know how I managed not to puke by the level
of disrespect she just threw on me, not just on me
but herself as well.

Me:"you wanna mairy that old man? Sies Thulile,
have a little respect for yourself”

Thulile:"noba ungathi sies, okusalayo I'm going to
be Queen, akekhomdala ngaleyondlela, uthirty
umncane kabi"

(You cansay sies all you want, at the end of the day
I'll be Queen, he's not even that old, thirty is young)

But then what do I expect from someone who's
repeating grade ten for the fourth time now, I'm
surprised she hasn't dropped out like Thandile, who
dropped out at grade twelve, she was so close, but
she fell pregnant, her child is five years old and
she's only 24, she left her child to go live with the
father since they are well off and she didn't want the
responsibility, but she does go to visit him and
provide from a distance. Even though they broke up
with the baby daddy, he still allows herto have a



relations hip with the child. She works at KFC in
town.

Me(sighs):"okay, Thulile, uzothini ngesikolo?"
(What are you going to do about school?)

Thulile:"ngiyasiyeka, ngikhathele iskolo mina, I have
de brighter future than that, singimoshela isikhathi"

(I'm dropping out, I'm tired of school, it's a waste of
my time)

Wait, didn't she just say the chief wants educated
girls?

Me:"mmhh ngiyezwa"
(I hearyou)

Thulile:"wena nalama trophy wakho, nizorustela
khona la"

(You and all your trophies will rust here)

Thandile:"ai Thulile, sekwanele manje, myeke enze
akufunayo, asambe siyedrobeni"

(Thulile that's enough now, let her do as she
pleases, let's go to town)



Thulile splashes her cup of water on my face and
books before leaving me, in all shock trying to
register what just happened.

[ try to quickly dry my books before the ink gets
smudged.

Tears stream down as I realize some wordings are
not clear

Me:"Thulile, you whore"
I'm writing on Monday and my book is damaged.
How could she do this to me?

What have I ever done to her for herto hate me so
much?

skekesrskskeskskek

"People keep telling me that life goes on, but to
me....that's the saddest part" (unknown)



Please like, share, mention and comment.
I'll see y'all tomorrow morning

[12/17,13:16] :Insert3



He releases and stays buried in me for a while.

He gets up and removes the condom from his huge
cock

I can't help but stare.
"We should stop doing this Lulu, you married now"

Me:"oh come on Lowell, I need this, Noah is taking
things way too slow, all he does is turn me on then
leave me hanging"

Lowell:"he's probably taking things slow because he
loves you"

Me:'Tunderstand that, but I need someone to get rid
of my sexual hunger before Ilose my mind and go
all crazy on him"

[ get up and go clean myself in the bathroom
[ put on my clothes.

[ find him sitting on the edge of the bed sniffing
some brown sugar.

I sit next to him and peck his cheek, he looks up and



enjoys the rush

Me:"my turn"

He fixes it using his bank card then hands it to me
I press one nostril down as I sniff with the other.

I breath it all in as I tilt my head up feeling the rush
through my body

Me:"that's some good shit right there"
Lowell:" you are one crazy chickI tell you"

He pulls me by my neck and smashes his lips on
mine, we make out for a while.

His phone disturbs us, he pulls out and answers it
Lowell:"hey bro"
Lowell:"okay I'll be right there"

He puts the phone in his pocket then puts in his
shirt and jacket

Lowell:" I have to go"
Me:"whyy, we were still having fun"

Lowell:"T know, I'll see you next time you need some



dick"
Me:"but I need you already"

Lowell:"go seduce your husband, he'll fuck you if
you take control"

[ huff and roll my eyes

He kisses me once more and heads out
I take my phone and call Dad

Me:"hey daddy"

"Hey princess, how can I help you"

Me:'Tdidn't get time to Study for my last matric
paper this weekend, because of the gala that I went
to, I'm afraid if I fail, Wits might not accept me"

"Don't worry about it, just go write it, you will pass,
I'll make sure of it"

Me:"thanks Daddy, you the best, Ilove you"

"I love you too princess”

I drop and make another call

Me:"yes, Blair, I'm available for that party at the



Silver star club"

NOAH

I'm in the office with my Dad, discussing business
and him lecturing me about taking my marriage
seriously.

Dad:"are you even listening to me?"
Me:"yes, I hear you"

Dad:" remember we need to you two need to make
the next generation heir that will have both the
Nhlabathi's and the Mthembu blood"



Me:"Tknow Dad but it's still too soon to be making
babies"

Dad:"the sooner the better”"

Me:"you already forced me into this marriage can I
at least wait till she's finished with her studies”

He sighs

Dad:"fine, but we don't have much time, we need to
have something against them, we don't need
anything messing up the Empire I've worked so
hard to build"

Me:"we've"
I correct
He gets up

Dad:" Don't mess up with this girl too, like how you
messed up with the first one, or else...(chuckles)
you know what I'm capable of™

He leaves my office without my gaze leaving him.
A few minutes later my brother walks in

Him:"wassup bro"



A smile creeps on my face as he makes his way to
my desk

Me:" eyl man, it's all good, wassup with you?"
Him:"T'm awesome my bru"

He says chuckling

Me:"you high as fuck"

He laughs

Him:"Iguess I had a little too fun"

I shake my head

Me:"you getting addicted?"

Him:"pshh, addicted? Me? Nooo, it's just for fun, you
know me"

Me:"I regret making you try, looks like you enjoying
them too much"

Him:"don't worry about me bro, I can handle myself"
I look at him for a while

Him:"why did you call me here?"

Me:" we have to go fetch the stock”



A knock comes through the door
Me:"come in"
A nurse walks in

Her:"Dr Nhlabathi, there's a patient who needs brain
surgery, as soon as possible"

Me:"okay, I'll talk to the head of the neurosurgeon
department, tell the patient to make another
appointment for tomorrow"

She nods and agrees before making her way out
Him:"so we fetching it tonight?"

Me:" No, this Friday, that's in four days, this is
precious cargo, so I don't need you to be late, at
exactly eight o'clock we meet at the club, I'm telling
you while it's still early so you prepared"

Him:"sure thing"

Me:'Tm serious man, I don't need you messing up"
Him:"T won't bro"

I smile at him



Me:"get up and give your big brother a hug, I haven't
seen you in a while"

He covers his face brushing it
Him:"there you go with your gay shit"
He gets up and we share a brief hug

Me:"call it whatever, or would you prefer me saying I
love you?"

He shakes his head with his eyes widened
Him:"no no no, hugs are good with me"

I laugh

Me:"get up outta here!"

He laughs getting up and leaving

AMAHLE



Thulile:"wow mama ngiyayithanda ke le"

(Ilove this one)

Thandile:" leskibha siyangifanela yaz"

(This shirt looks good on me)

She turns to look at me

Thulile:"Amahle, ucabangani ngalengubo?"

(What do you think about this dress?)
Me:"i1inhle, i iyakufanela"

(It's it's it's beautiful, you look good in it)

They continue fitting their new clothes and all the
nice things mom bought for them at the shops.
Of cause [ didn't get anything, I wasn't expecting to
anyway.

They didn't eat the food I cooked, they already ate
and bought takeaways for supper. At least today I



won't get to eat leftovers, I'll eat the food I cooked.
We all chilling in the small lounge.

Mom:"ayike senizombulela usisi wenu omncane
impahla zenu ezindala"

(Y'all can give some of your old clothes to your little
sisterto have)

Me(forcing a smile):"ngiyabonga mama"

I don't like their style but then I don't have a choice,
at least they don't have tom clothes.

They look so happy, laughing and admiring their
new stuff. I feel my heart ache.

It's like I'm not even here.

skekeskeskek

It's Monday moming and I didn't sleep last night, I
prepared everything that'll need me to do in the
morning last night, so that I'll have extra time to
prepare myself and do some revisions.

I get to the exam room, the students are being



chaotic and noisy, everyone is excited that this is
our last paper.

I'm also ecstatic about it, I mean, today is the day I
find out whether I'm going to varsity or not, when I
go check at the library computer if I was accepted
In the universities I applied in.

I'm pretty positive that I've been accepted.
"Okay people, settle down, I'll be handing you your
papers.

It's a three hourtest. If you finish after two hours
you can go home. No one is allowed to get out
before two hours. No extra time will be given to you
S0 use your time wisely. Okay. Good luck"

She goes around handing the papers out,Isay a
silent prayer before writing my paper.

I'm literally running home, I'm so excited I've been
accepted in all the universities.

I'm looking forward to going to university of Cape
Town, I've googled cape town and I fell in love with



it, I'd like a life there.

The fact that this paperwas supper easy made me
more confident, that in my final results, I will keep
my record of being a 90% plus student in all my
subjects.

I'm sure when I show mom these papers that I've
been accepted in all universities in including the
bursaries I applied for, she will definitely change her
mind about me going to university, she won't have
to spend a cent on my education and when I
become a doctorI can turn our whole lives around, I
can build her a better house or buy one in the
suburbs in Durban. She has to allow me, she has to
be proud, this will be like a lottery forus and I can
help her with things in the house with my bursary
money.

Oh God, thank you forlistening to my prayers. You
are worthy to be praised indeed!

I get in the yard excitedly
Me:"Thandile!! Thulile!! Nginezindaba ezimnadi!!"



(I have good news!!)
[ get in the lounge
Me:"Thandile!"

I lower my voice as I notice the death stare from my
mom, I look around and there are two men sitting
opposite her, with Thandile and Thulile next to mom.

Mama:"eeeyy lengane nkosi yam, Amahle!
Awuhambe uyohlala ekamelweni lakho, sibizi lana!"

(Gosh this child! Amahle go to your room we are
busy here!)

I run out, but I stay close to listen on what's going
on

THULILE



Man1:" sifuna intokazi eyis alits hits hi"
(We want a girl who's still a virgin)

Thandile and I look at each other, my eyes meet
mom’s.

She thinks I'm still a virgin
Mama:"well Thulile is your gir, she's still innocent"

Manz2:"oh, kwakuhle me lokho, ngabe usoqedile
ngesikolo?"

(Oh that's good, are you done with school?)

Man1:" sifuna intokazi efundile, noba angaba
noMatikilits heni kuphela”

(We want an educated lady, even if she only has
Matric)

Mama:"ayi, ukuthi nje akakaqedi iskolo, kodwa yena
usafunda”



(She's not done with school yet, she's still studying)
The two men look at each other shaking their heads

Manl:"ngabe awunayo enye intokazi, kuphela
kwabo laba?"

(You don't have any other girls, are they the only
ones?)

Mom fidgets

Mom:"Cha iphela kwabo laba"

(No, it's only them)

The two men look at each other once more nodding
Manl:"owabani kanti usisi ubengena la?"

(Who's child is the one who just came in a few
minutes ago?)

Mom:"ayi lowo, ngeke, umagcina wam, akazi lutho
ngokuba umfaz, usathithiza nje"

(Oh that's my last born child, she knows nothing
about being a wife, she's very slow)

Man2:"cela nimbizele eduze"



(Please call her here)

Mom gets up and heads outside.
She comes back in with Amahle.
Man1 (smiles):"aahh nguye lo"
(She's the one)

Mom:"kodwa...

(But...)

ManZ2:"ntokazi, ungabe uwena uAmahle okhalisa
omama basesigodini ngendlela oziphethe kahle
ngayo, uhamba Nomhlanga futhi uphasa kahle
esikoleni?"

(Young lady, are you the Amahle that is driving all
the village ladies and mothers crazy about the way
you carry yourself in Reed ceremonies, and you
also getting good grades in school?)

She nods shyly

Mom:"khuluma makukhulunywa nawe, uyeke
ukunikina ikhanda"

(Talk back when you are being addressed and stop



using your head)
Amahle:"y yebo baba"

Man1:"ayike, sikhetha yena impela, sihamba naye,
cela nimlungisele”

We all look at each otherin shock
No! It can't be! I'm supposed to be Queen not her!

Amahle(crying):"No no mah please...don't let them
take me, please, nyacela mah.,...buka buka..."

(Look look)

She takes out papers from under her school jersey

Amahle:" ba ba bangi acceptile kwamavarsity,
ngizoyofundela ukuba udokotela, please mama,
kukhona ne bursary izokhokhela yonke
into...ngycela mah, ngizokwakhela umuzi wakho
omkhulu eThekwini, sizophila impilo emnandi..ce
ce cela ungangithengisi kwinkosi...pleeaaasee!!"

(I've I've I've been accepted in University, I'll go
study to be a doctor, I even have a bursary to
accommodate me for everything, please mom, I'll
buy you your own house in Durban, we'll all live a



happy life... Jujujust don't sell me to the king!)
Mom just looks at her

Mom:'T hope you happy, you've destroyed your
sisters dreams, you've crushed her heart, you are
selfish Amahle”

She looks at the two men
Mom:"nigamthatha"

(You can take her)

She gets up and leaves

Me:"No! Ngyacela bandla thathani mina"
(No please take me instead)

Man2:"Amahle, hamba uyopaka imithwalo yakho,
sizohamba nawe, khululeka sisi, uzophatheka kahle
la uyakhona"

(Go pack your bags, we are leaving with you, don't
worry, you'll be treated well where we taking you)

She continues to cry hysterically.

Ungrateful bitch, she should be happy.



I'll never forgive her for this.

skekeskeskeskesksk
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I can't believe mom is sending me away, just like
that.

I knew she hated me but I didn't think...oh what the
hell she almost killed me not so long ago, why do
her acts still shock me.

My dreams are being thrown down the drain just
like that?

Just when I'was so close to my breakthrough.

Life after matric was the only thing keeping me
from killing myself, the freedom I knew was waiting



for me on the other side of the world.
All gone, my hard work, all gone.

Ilook back at home as the van drives furtherer and
further away.

I can't stop the tears from falling, as Iwatch my
family looking at me go.

I wish mom could run after the van and tell them
she changed her mind.

That she doesn't need their money.

That all she needs is her child.

Surely she feels a tiny bit of sadness, surely she
does.



LULAMA

[ walk into the club with my friends, This is the best
club in ] ohannesburgbamd apparently one of the
biggest.

It is huge though, Ilook up and it's more than two
stories high.

We've only discovered it today though.
Well Blair discovered it today.
It's popping and buzzing with life.

Me:"yeeaah that's what I'm talking about, this club
brings the vibes no matter what day it is"

Blair:"it's the ish! Let's get drunk and dirty!"
We scream

Precious:"uhm guys, I need to use the restroom"



She walks away
Me:"Argh! Why did you invite her?"
Blair:" she's a nice gir, I kinda like her, she's cute”

Me:" she doesn't look like she's into the type of fun
we have"

Blair:'Tm testing waters with her;, If she pulls
through tonight, I'm sure Reid will appreciate a cutie
like her”

Me:"you wanna introduce herto Ried? Oh no, she
does not look like that type of girl"

Blair:"T know right, that's why it'd be cool if she pulls
through tonight"

I shake my head as we order some drinks at the bar.
Blair, orders a drink for her and spikes it.

Me:"uuhh child! You are no good"

We both burst into laughter

Precious:"T'm back"

She says awkwardly and sits next to us



Blair:"there you go"
She gives her the drink, she looks at it for a while
Me:"what? Don't tell me you don't drink?"

Precious:"I do, it's just, it's my first time at a club, I
don't wanna get too drunk"

I look at Blair and roll my eyes

Blair:"oh, don't worry girl, we got you, we have a
personal driver who's waiting for us outside to take
us home when we've had enough, so you'll be fine,
just relax and enjoy! We going to be varsity girls
soon!!"

Me:'Tll drink to that"
We click our glasses together

We watch her as she gulps it all down, Blair s mirks
at me.

After a while we all on the dance floor and precious
IS pretty drunk

Blair:"ai presh! Let's go chill for a bit"

We grab her from each arm and head to the other



dis crete vvip section where there was a few men
sitting and having a serious conversation.

They stop as they see us walk in
"Ladies? Can I help y'all?"

Blair:"more like, can we help you"
Reid:"oh if it isn't my two favorite people”
Blair:"Reid"

We go sit next to him

Presh:"hey boys"

They look at her with smirks

Blair:"Can we talk to you...alone"

Reid eye the men and they get up and leave
Reid:what do we have here?"

Blair:"fresh meet, we wanna introduce herto our
world"

Reid:"does she know what's going on?"

Presh:"T know what's going on! You want us to strip
for you"



She says getting up and trying to dance sexy but
she stumbles

I pull her back to the couch

Reid:"she's a bit too drunk, do you think she can
handle this?"

Blair:"she'll handle it, she'll be hooked and keep
coming back for more"

Reid:"well, I hope she's not one of the rich friends
who'll quit anytime they feel like"

Blair:"nah, she's desperate for money, and she
needs to go to university, she has no parents or
bursary to pay"

He smiles

Reid:"this is good then, she'll definitely enjoy her
new life"

He looks at her and brushes her hair

Reid:"she's beautiful too, my clients will be happy"
He looks at Blair

Reid:"is she still a...?"



Blair nods
Blair:"pure as a new born baby"
He can't hide the excitement on his face

He takes the big sports bag next to him and gives it
to Blair

Reid:"nice doing business with you ladies, keep it
upll
She gets up with precious and they leave

Precious is too drunk to realize what's going on

A few days later

Lowell



I get to the club a minute before eight at least I'm
not late.

I park outside the entrance, surprisingly the niggar
IS not here yet.

Ilean against my car and smoke my cigarette

I check the time and this niggaris ten minutes late.
I take my phone and call him

"Bro"

Me:"where are you man, I'm waiting ?"

"Ohh shit! I thought I informed you, you'll have to go
alone bro, something came up"

Me:"the fuck man? And you were worried about me
messing up?"

"Sorry bro, but it's not like you need me, those
fuckers know better than to try double cross us”

Me:"what's keeping you from coming?"

"Had to sort out some business, let me know how



everything goes"

Me:"okay cool"

[ hang up

I drive to the OR thambo international airport

AMAHLE

"Tlove you Indy, but I don't want to hurt you"

Me:"TI don't care who gets hurt, please, don't b b be
afraid of loving me"

"You deserve so much better than me, I'm not the
person you think I am"



Me:"No, I deserve you"

"Tm leaving, you'll never see me again”
He walks away

I grab his arm before he could past me
Me:"don't go"

He disappears

sk

[ wake up with my heart panting against my chest in
pain

Not this dream again!

This dream is starting to annoy me.

I hate it. And whoever I'm dreaming about, I hate
him for hurting me like that.

[ wish that dream never comes true

Cause if it does, then I'll know for sure that I'm
cursed.

Why can't I see his face though?

But his voice, his voice affects my heart in many



ways. Can this nightmare end already.

kekesk

It's been four days and three nights locked up in
this room.

It's definitely not the King's place, the van went
picking up gids from different villages.

They then blindfolded us and put us in another car.

The king sold us! To think of the way I liked him,
everytime we went to do the Reed dances and
ceremonies at his palace, but he was just searching
for his next victim!

[ wanted to scream for my life but I knew noone
was going to save me.

It's a big room and there's alot of us in here.

I was shaking, they've been injecting us and getting
us high.

I'm already hooked on the drug and I find myself
wanting more.

I'm a hard praying person and I always have faith in



God no matter what I'm going through, but this time.
It was hard to pray.

I felt like my life has come to a dead end.

With my family I knew that God would save me by
sending me to varsity, I'd be away from them and
free while chasing my dreams.

There was hope, there was light on the otherside.
But now? I don't see how God will get me out of this.

I have isolated myself from the rest of the girls as
I'm always sitting at the far corner of the room.

"Hey"
A soft voice whispers next to me.
Ilook beside me

Me:"h hey"

Her:"my name is precious”
Me:"nnnice to meet you"

Her:"but you can call me Presh"

I give her a faint polite smile



(Silence)

Presh:"what's your name?"

Me:"A Amahle"

Presh:"it suits you, you are beautiful"
I look at her, she is the beautiful one.
Me:"thank you"

Presh:"you too beautiful to be in here, I'm sorry this
happened to you"

Me:"th th they also stole you from y y your village?"
She shakes herhead

Presh:"I was the careless one, I decided to have a
fun night out with friends just for once in my life,
only to get so drunk that I passed out and woke up
here"

Me.....

Presh:'T blame myself for my stupidity, I always
manged to stay out of trouble my whole life, was
always an introvert locked indoors focusing on
books and TV series and movies...I was aware of



the dangers of going to parties and clubs, but I
thought, just one night wouldn't hurt, I'll just
experience how it's like then never do it again...

Me:"and all y you wanted was ffun"

Presh:"and alot of money was promised, she, the
girl who convinced me to go, she said she'll pay for
my studies and even take care of my situation at
home. I guess I'was kinda desperate as well,
bursaries were rejecting me"

Me:"why? You ssseem like a smart girl"

Presh:"documents that I couldn't get hold of
because of my mom"

Isigh, I don't even want herto go deep about it

I can't handle someone else's pain whilst I can't
even deal with my own.

Me:"your your ppparents must be worried sick
about you"

Presh:"my grandmotheris my parent, and I know
she's worried to death, I just hope she survives this,
she already has a weak heart"



I sigh and stare back at the blank wall

Me:"at least someone is worried about you, if if you
somehow ever find your way out of here, you have a
home to go back to"

(Silence)

Presh:"don't you have a home?"

I shrug my shoulders

Me:"TI don't know, I don't think so"

Presh:"if we ever make it out somehow, I wouldn't
mind having a sister, and my grandma will welcome
you with open arms™

I look at her, she has a beautiful smile plastered
across herface.

How can she possibly be so kind to someone like
me?

Me:"you you you don't even know me"

Presh:"look at this place, there's no way out of here,
we'll get to know each other”

Me:"you wanna b be my friend?"



Presh:"what do you mean wanna be? I'm already
your friend,from now on, I got your back"

A smile threatens my face

Presh:"do you got mine?"

I nod continuously

Me:"yeah, IT got your back"

Presh:"you always stutter?"

I nod shyly looking away

Me:"mo most of the time"

She holds my chin and turms my face to look at her
Presh:"hey, don't be embarrassed, I think it's cute"

I smile, she nudges me as she giggles, I nudge her
back, she does it again pushing me harderIpush
her back causing herto almost fall.

We end up laughing

For a moment there I forgot I was caved.



skekeskskskeskskek

"It's almost as if you're traveling down nothing, but a
long, cold, empty road to nothing" (unknown)
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LULAMA



I park my car by the driveway of the garage.

I head to the house and ring the doorbell

It opens and I'm met by one of the helpers.
Her:"hi, welcome, may I help you with your bags?"
Me:"yes they in the car”

I give her my car keys and make my way in.
Me:"daddy! Mommy! Your princess is home"

I shout looking around

"To what do we owe this awful surprise?"

He makes his way to the lounge coming from the
passage that's downstairs.

Me:"it's unpleasant seeing you too"



He rolled his eyes and threw himself on the couch
Sometimes I forget I have a brother.

I'm so used to being the only girl and getting
whatever I want.

Me:"you still haven't moved out? Aren't you
embarrasse?"

Him:"why should I be? I have everything I need right
here"

Me:"you sucking off mom and dad, sies Nkosinathi,
you so old, when will you grow up"

Nkosi"musa ukunginyela wena s phukuphuku"
(Stop shitting on me you idiot)

Me:"who you calling is phukuphuku, you are the
s phukuphuku who is 27 and still staying with
parents”

Nkosi:"phela thina banye azange sixoshelwe
emizini yabanye abantu, abami abazali
bayangithanda futhi asoze bangiphoge ukuthi
ngenze into engingayifuni, noma ngishade umuntu
for the benefit of the family, angiyona isacrifice for



ubugwili"

(Some of us were not forced to move to other
people's homes, my parents love me enough to not
force me to do something I don't like or to marry
someone for the benefit of the family, I'm not a
sacrifice for a luxurious life)

Nkosi:"so forgive me if I'm still enjoying home and
my family"

His words move something inside my chest
"What is the commotion about?"

Ilook to the steps and dad is making his way
downstairs with mom behind him

Me:"daddy!"

I run to him and attack him with a hug
He holds on me tight

Dad:"my princess"

Me:"daddy, Nkosiis being mean to me"

He lets go of me



Dad:"Nkosi! Umenzeni usisi wakho?"
(Nkosi! What did you do to your sister?)
He asks as he makes his way to him
Ilook at mom

Me:"mom"

Mom:"Lulama"

Me:"T missed you"

[ open my arms to hug her but it ends quickly as
she pushes me away, as Iwas getting comfortable
In her arms.

Mom:"how's married life?"
Me:"T don't wanna talk about it"

I head to the lounge where dad was chilling with
Nkosifocused on the soccer match on the screen

Me:"wow dad, I thought you were coming to
dis cipline him for being rude to me?"

He takes the remote and switches it off

Nkosi:"Nooo Baba! I was watching, please they



were about to score"
Dad:"that's for being mean to your little sister”
He huffs in frustration

I smile satisfied by his anger. He loves soccer to
death and I can tell that he was watching an
important match as he even made popcom forit.

Me:"that'll teach you not to talk to me anyhow"

He gives me a cold look, I roll my eyes sticking
tongue at him

Dad:"s 0 baby, tell me, how is married life?"
Me:"oh, it's okay Dad, everything is going smoothly"

He smiles, Ilook at mom who is wearing a sad look.
She always has that face.

It's irritating.

She was against me getting married, always fought
with dad about it but once dad has made his mind
up.

It was made up.



But then again, mom is against everything that has
to do with me, sometimes I think she hates me.

Dad:"your husband is treating you well?"

Me:"yes dad, he's been good to me, I can't complain,
the only thing irritating is his always working and
traveling"

Dad:"yeah, he is a businessman and a doctor, so
you can't blame him"

Me:"Tguess so, it's the only way he can manage to
shower me with expensive diamonds like these"

I say flashing my huge diamond ring
Dad:"beautiful ring for a beautiful woman"

Nkosi:"has he told you he loves you eversince after
the wedding? As in looked you in the eyes and say,
Lulama, I love you?"

Dad:"Nkos1i!"

Me:"FYI he has, he tells me everyday"
He rolls his eyes

Nkosi:"yeah right"



Dad:"Nkosi, I'm waming you"
He clicks his tongue and disappears to the passage.
Me:"argh, what's his problem"

Dad:"don't mind him sweety, he's probably just
jealous that he's not you right now"

[laugh

Me:"poor him, he needs to get laid and get a life"
Mom:"don't talk like that about your brother"
She commands.

Ilook at her in disbelief

Me:"oh so it's okay when he talks to me anyhow?
Why don't you ever protect me?"

Mom:"I should go"

She says getting up, he kisses my father's forehead
and walks away

I fold my arms and sit back
Dad:"come to daddy"
[ walk up to him and sit next to him



He puts his arms over me making me lay on his
shoulder

Dad:"tell me more about yourlife as a wife, what
else is hubby doing for you?"

[ smile

Me:"well, he promised to take me to Paris, once he
gets back from his business trip"

NOAH

Me:"babe, I need to go"
"No baby, please, don't go, just hold me"



I cuddle her from behind while my other hand plays
with her hair

I'm at my Penthouse in Margate in KZN

Me:"babe, are you okay, you seem a bit cold
today...and you even made me cancel a business
trip I was supposed to do with my brother"

She turns to look at me
Her:'Tm sorry sweetheart, I'm just so heartbroken"
Me:"why my love?"

Her:"you are mairied to someone else, how do you
expect me not to be?"

I sigh, I pull herleg to get on top of mine as Islide
mine between hers

Me:"but I thought you didn't have a problem with it?"

Her:'Tdon't, 'm scared that you might fall in love
with her”

Me:"Never! I'll never fall for her, or anyone else for
that matter, my heart belongs to you baby, you my
wife, | married you before her”



She smiles, her smile brings a smile to my face.
Her:"forever and ever?"
Me:"till death do us part my love"

Her:"good cause I don't know what I'd do if you were
to love someone else"

She leans her head against mine and comes in fora
kiss

We share a deep passionate kiss as she hops on
top of me, taking her dominance.

She circulates her waist on me.

Me:"you know I hate this position, I'm the dominant
one here"

I flips her and get on top of her

Her:"tie me up daddy, make me your slave, I submit
mys elf to you my king"

My dick grows harder under my boxers
My man up and ready for action.

Me:"let me go grab the equipment”



I go fetch all the toys we'll need
"T'm ready to play daddy!"

AMAHIE

*Doo Doo Doo!!l*

A loud bang comes from the door, we all sit up in
fear.

I hope they coming to give us our fix.

I need it, I'm shaking like crazy and my whole body



1s itchy.

"Ladies!!"

His voice echoes throughout the room
I block my ears, my head is painful.

It's like all my senses are hightened.

Man:"guess what, today, few of y'all will be Iucky to
get out of here"

Everyone chants in excitement

[just need an injection right now, I really don't care
about anything else.

Me:"Can we get our fix?"

The room falls silent, Presh nudges me and signals
me to keep quiet

The guy is giving me the deadliest look ever
Man:"what did you say?"

Me:'Tsaid....

She nudges me again

I look at her irmitated



Me:"what!?"

Presh:"please, shhh, please"

Man:"no no, don't shush her, repeat that young lady"
His look terrifies me

Me:'TIII......

Man:"TII'm sorry I didn't get that?"

Me:"T1just wanted to nnknow if we'll be getting, a a
our fix"

Man(laughs out loud):"ohhh you want some of the
good stuff...well why didn't you just say so"

He signals someone and a man comes on pushing
a table full of injections

A smile creeps onmy face

Whatever they put in that injection feels really good
in my body, it makes me feel so happy, I forget all
about my depressing life. I don't even feel hungry.

Can you believe we haven't eaten since we got here.
Only when the drug wears off I feel the huger, but
they keep feeding us the injection.



They inject us.

Man:"you will all go freshen up. I bought you some
fresh new clothes and colognes. A make up artist
will come and do you guys your make up.

Try your best to look the most beautiful, cause only
a few of y'all are going to be lucky"

He smiles at us
Man:'Tll come back to fetch y'all in a few hours”
He leaves.

A bunch of clothes are pushed inside the room and
a big table with a huge long mirroris pushed inside,
it has all kinds of what I'm guessing is make up on it.

The girs are excited to go freshen up.

What do they mean only a few of us will be free?
Free to where?

Are they sending us back home?

Why do we need to look beautiful? Who are we
looking beautiful for?



My heart races at the thoughts of what is going to
happen to me.

Lord God, please intervene.... please.

skekeskeskekek

"T've learned more from pain than I could’ve ever
learmned from pleasure” (Unknown)
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After cleaning myself up in a neat and chipper
navey blue tux.

I always feel very comfortable in formal wear, on a
casual day it would be a very formal smart casual.

I think I got it from my brother, he's a formal guy
and I just like the way it makes me look and feel
powerful.

[ puff on some Dior Sauvage cologne.

I grab my bugatti chiron noire car keys and wallet
then head out as I throw on my shades.

I check out of the hotel.



It's now time I go handle some business.

[ listen to pop smoke music on full blast as I speed
off.

After almost an hour of driving I arrive at the
mansion of business.

There are a bunch of cars parked in the yard, not
just any cars, hella expensive cars. Only the 500
million networth mother fuckers were allowed doing
business here.

It's a trading kind of business, very illegal of cause.

Dad is the owner of this place, he doesn't work here
though, he lets other people run it, he just enjoys his
profit.

It's one of his side hustles. He's more into the multi
million empire which is the construction company
that he's still trying to build into a multi billion if he
powers up with the Mthembu's.

I personally hate the way he's going about powering
with them, but he believes in his strategy. Even



though it failed the first time he tried it, when he
married off my brother the first time.

I walk into the building.

Dad doesn't know that we buy in his business, so
the business dealers don't know that I'm his son nor
do they know my brother.

They do protect this business obviously, so when
you enter the gate a picture of your face and
number plate is taken, then they do their research
on you. So if you ever think of snitching. You'll be
putting your life and your family and loved ones
lives in great danger.

I pay the IT guy who takes people's information to
Dad, so he keeps me hidden and doesn't report my
information back to Dad.

I go through many passages and down the stairs
before I get to the huge room where all the magic
happens.



making my way to the nicely decked chairs infront
of the big stage.

Sitting next to some Muslim dudes.

There are many Muslims here, these people are
loaded.

A man approaches the center of the stage.

Man:"Gentlemen and Gentlemen, welcome to
paradise where all dreams come true. As you all
might know me as Reid"

The crowd claps hands for him.

[just sit with my arms folded, I'm disgusted by all
this honestly and I just wanna buy and get this over
and done with.

Reid:"now in total, we have twenty beautiful women
with us, different ages, heights, shapes and sizes,
S0 we going to start by bringing in the oldest ladies,
from 20 to 25, gentlemen please give a warm
welcome to our beautiful girs!!"

The crowd claps as they are escorted in with
blindfolds. This is to protect our identities from



them until we take the home and ready to reveal
ourselves to them.

He calls out theirnames and starts bidding them

Reid:"okay last but not least we have Londiwe,
anyone interested in Londiwe, not a virgin, 5.1 feet
tall, size 34 on the waist, she's nice and thick! She
starts at R500 000"

"Tll take her”

Reid:"we got 500 000, do I heara 550 000?"
"Here!!"

Reid:"okay do I hear 600 000?"

It goes quiet

Reid:"going once.... going twice?....and sold! To the
gentleman at the back"

They clap for him
[ haven't seen any girs fit for us yet.

Reid:"okay, we only sold five from the first group of
ten women, let's hope we'll get more buyers on our
younger ladies.



Come on gents, I got the best of the best from the
second group"

[ yawn getting bored, I was absolutely not
impressed by the first group of women.

He welcomes the second batch.
They all stand next to each other.

Mmh not bad, I sit up, I think I'm ready to put my
money to use.

AMAHILE



I stared at the reflection in the mirror.
I can't believe that's me, Ilookso, so...
"Wow you look so beautiful”

Ilook at her

Me:"th this is my first time wearing makeup, or a
weave"

She giggles

Presh:"well it suits you, you look like some supper
model I swear, [wish I had your skin, it's just so
gorgeous”

[ frown at her, she's just saying that to be nice.
My skin is my biggest insecurity.

['ve always been teased about it, I didn't have
friends because of it, and my own sisters and
mother hated me because of it.

Presh:"you okay?"
I shake my head
Me:"wh what d do you think will happen to us?"



She shrugs as fearflashes herface

Presh:"maybe we going to be used as sex slaves, or
maybe drug mules, or maybe both, I don't know but
I'm sure it's one of the two"

My heart aches

I hold my chest as the pain is too deep
Me:'Tm scared presh"

She takes my hand into hers

Presh:'Tm scared too"

Me:"let us pray"

She closes hereyes, I close mine as well

Me:" Dear God, if you watching, if you can hear us
and you know everything that is going on, I plead
you to please have mercy on us father, I know we
have to go through this, it's part of your plan to
make us the women we will one day grow to be. I
just pray that they don't damage us too much Lord, I
pray they don't break us to a point where we'll tum
and curse you father, to a point where we'll turn and
doubt your existence.



I pray in the mighty name of | esus Christ. Amen"
Presh(sighs):"Amen"

[ pull herin for a hug

Presh:"whoa you didn't stutter”

Me:"wh when I speak to God, i1its like all my fears
disappear, all my burdens a are lifted off me"

Presh:"no matter what happens, even if we happen
to be separated, I'll always got your back, I'll look for
you until I find you"

Me:'T1l look for you too"

Presh:"I love you Amy"

Me:'"T love you too Presh"

We break the hug and fix our make up

"Ey ey ey ey!ll Everyone get your butts moving!"

We all get up, I followed right behind precious, we
hold each other’'s hands making sure we don't lose
each other.

When we get by the door, they put blindfolds on us.



I feel manly hands holding my back and I shiverin
fear as he leads the way for us.

My hand squeezing precious making sure I don't let
g0, not even by mistake

"now Gentlemen, please welcome our younger
ladies from 16 to19, aren't they just gorgeous"

[ hear deep groans and laugher

Oh my gosh, what in the world is going on here,
what are they going to do to us.

That is alot of men! Are they all going to have sex
with us? No please don't, this can't be happening,
['ve never had even one penis inside me, now a
hundred different men were going to have their way
with me!

My tears couldn't roll down my face but instead
soaked into the blindfold.

I felt like screaming for help!
I can't go through this!Ijust can't!



"Here we got Buhle, she is a beauty indeed, she's a
5'3 in height, size 30 on the waist. She starts from
R400 000"

'"Tll take her"
"Anyone wants to go higher with 500 000?"
Another voice from the front shouts

"Over here"

Wait wait wait....are we being auctioned!? Are they
selling us to the highest bidder?

What in the world's fuckery is this madness!?

"and over here we have the gorgeous, beautiful
precious, she's 5'8 tall, size 32 on the waist, and to
top it all up she's a virgin! Come on gents, who
wants to show her the good side of life, this is a
wifey right here. Precious starts at R700 000"

"700 000! Over here!"



"Do I heara 7507?!"
"Over here! That's my wife right there!"
The crowd laughs

Our hands are trembling against each other with our
palms sweating as we hold each other tight

"800 000!

"Whoa okay, does anyone wish to go higher!?"
"900 000!" Another man shouts

"900 000 ! Going once? Going twice?..."

"One million!"

Shouts another man in the crowd

"One million, going once, going twice.....aaannd sold!
To the gentleman with the shades!"

I feel presh moving away as her hands let go of me.

My legs are shaking, I'm losing my balance, fearis
the only thing controlling me.

I need my asthma pump cause I feel like I'll run out
of breath. I haven't had an episode since I got here



and I'm glad cause my inhaler long finished.
But today, I think I'm the one who's finished!

"Now here we have our dark beauty, an African
queen indeed, also still pure and innocent, very
Intelligent and educated, has dreams to go to
university and become a doctor. A 5'7 in height and
size 28 on the waist. Now gentleman who is willing
to make this young lady's dreams come true...or
how much are you willing to pay to crush her
dreams and fulfill your deepest fantasies with her?
She starts at R1 million, she's a delicate one cause I
wanted to keep her for myself really"

The crowd laughs

'Tll take her for 1,5 million!"
"2 million! Over here!"

"3 million!!"

These men are determined on getting me, I wonder
why would they pay so much. What do they all have
planned in their filthy minds for me?

"500 million!!"



The crowd goes silent

"Woow this is the highest we've gotten from any gir,
damn Amahle, looks like you've just broken the
record...500 million from the gentleman with the
shades once again....anyone wishes to go
higher?going once?.... going twice?...and sold!"

He pushes me roughly causing me to stumble
against other girls

"Ouch”
"Watch where you stepping”
Me:"sorry"

[ don't know how they expecting me to watch my
steps when we are all blinded?

I feel someone's hand locking in mind
Me(whispers):"presh, is that you?"
"Yeah"

Isigh and squeeze her hand a bit



There's a bit of shuffling and moving around as 1
feel man hands grabbing my are and pulling us,
with my hand still on precious we are pushed to the
same direction.

[ don't get why they had to blindfold us.
I feel a cold breeze, I guess we are now outside.

The cardoor opens and we are roughly pushed into
the car.

They separated my hands from precious.

I scream hername as soon as I get in the car
Me:"Precious!"

"T'm right here"

I feel her hand on my thigh, I sigh.

She's squashed next to me.

I'm guessing we in a small car cause I feel leather
seats.

A strong intoxicating smell hits my nostrils as the
front door bangs closed.



"Don't you even think about taking off your
blindfolds, cause you won't like what you'll see, and
I will blow your brains oft™

I swallow the lump on my throat and sit back.

I'm curious on what awaits me in my next
destination.

NOAH

"Twamed you to stay away from me"

[ walk further into the dark woods



"Now look what you made me do"

I drag the heavy plastic bag as [ head deeperin the
woods

"You so heavy!"

I finally find a good spot, I take the shovel and start
digging

"I didn't mean for it to come to this"

I keep digging with tears streaming down my face

"If you had just stayed in your lane, non of this
would be happening"

The hole is getting deeper

"You pushed me, I told you I was not good for you,
but you kept coming back, why couldn't you just
stay away me,"

"If you had just ran away when I begged you to, I
warned you about myself! So many times! You saw
the signs, you saw them!"

skekeskskekek

Me:'"T didn't kill her! I didn't!!"



I get up with a racing heart
"Babe?"
I hold my paining head with both hands

Me:"please, you have to believe me, I didn't kill her, I
didn't mean to!"

I feel arms wrap around me
Ilook at her

Me:"ohh my baby, you alive"
Her:'T'm right here my love"

Me:"T thought you died, I dreamt like I killed you
Vanessa"

Her:'T'm right here my love, it was just a dream"
[ run my hands all over her body and face
Me:"you are here, you okay"

Her:'T'm here and I'm okay baby, it was just a
nightmare"

She pulls me into her chest, Ilay on heras I wrap
my arms around her



Me:"it felt so real Nessa"

Her:"sshhhh calm down baby, you love me way too
much to do something so horrible. It was just a
dream"

She hums a song while playing with my hatr.

Her(humming):"mmh mmmh mmmh mmh mmmh
mmmh mmmbh mmh mh mh mmh mmh mmh mmh"

(  Don't worry about a thing

Cause every little thing

Is gonna be alright)

My heart beat came back to normal

That was some fucked up dream.

skekeskeskek

"Life is full of surprises. Not all surprises are
pleasant, so you need to be ready for what life



brings you" (unknown)
[12/17,13:17] :Insert7

I can't even concentrate on the road with the three
girls sobbing at the back seat.

I keep checking my review mirror to see if they not
peeking, I should've tied their hands up.



Ilook at the box I was given, it was a few drugs and
Injections inside.

I park the car on the sideway of the road.

I injection them and they pass out immediately.
Me:"much better"

I get back on the road.

I might seem like the bad guy to them right now, but
I'm actually not that bad.

I bet most of the men who buy the women there will
use them as sex slaves orto be train them to be
drug mules.

[ guess we do buy them for our own selfish reasons,
but they do benefit as well.

My brother and I own one of the biggest clubs in
] ohannesburg called the Silver Stars club.

The girls will work forus at the club, they might be
required to do things they won't like.

We now on the flight back to ] ohannesburg, the
girls are still blindfolded, I never expose my identity



when buying my employees.

Once they open their eyes they'll be welcomed and
instructed by someone else. To them, that'll be the
person who bought them, not me.

We flew with a chopper since I wanted it to drop us
straight at the club to avoid going to the airport with
blindfolded women.

I call the guys who work for me in the club to come
help me to get them in the building.

[ keep them in a private room and lock them in there.

I call Derek the guy who plays the face of this place,
we let him manage it from the front lines while we
run it behind the scenes.

Me:"Derek?"

Derek:"Mr Nhlabathi omncane”

(Young Nhlabathi)

Me:"you know what you have to do now right?"
He nods

Derek:" yes, they should think that I'm the one who



bought them here, and I will inform them on the new
life that is set for them here"

Me:"very good, they should get training immediately
from the other girds, Candy specifically, she's one of
our best, she still is right?"

He nods

Derek:"yes, she still is, she'll get training them as
soon as possible”

I give him a nod

Me:"okay, let me be on my way, I'll see you when I
see you"

Derek:"sure thing"

Me:"remember, treat them delicately, these women
are special, they should not feel abused orill-
treated"

He nods
Derek:"of cause”

We fist pump and I make my way out the busy club.
It's always buzzing in here. When we were



designing it, Iwas thinking of something that would
not just attract anyone but very high class
millionaires and we sure did manage to do just that.

It's not just a club there's way more to it, it's also a
hotel and other things.

I take one of the cars that are always parked at the
club.

I'm driving to my place when a call comes through.
Me:"hello"

"Hey, I'm lonely"

Me:"Lulu, we can't keep doing this"

"T know, we will stop I promise, I just need you right
now"

Me:"Lulu”
"Please baby, I'm all wet for you"
Me:"stop it (whispers) please”

"I need you buried deep inside me, please my baby,
just one last time"



My dick reacts to hersluty seductive voice
Me:"fine, I'll be there in a few minutes"

"Tll be ready"

She hangs up.

I change gears as I press the clutch and increase
the speed

AMAHILE

They finally take our blindfolds off.



I struggle opening my eyes as the brightness
attacks my eyes.

There's a man sitting in front of us on a chair while
we sitting on a soft long couch.

So this is the guy who spent so much money on us.

His dark hooded eyes and a face covered with
beard, he looks like a thug, a clean one though.

This is not how I pictured him, in my mind he
seemed a bit different. But then again, it's my first
time seeing him.

I wonder what he wants from us.

This room is peaceful, but when we were coming
here it was very noisy, sounded like there was a

party.

My anxiety is kicking in, the way he's just looking at
us and not saying anything, and the man standing
behind him with a smirk on his face.

Him:"ladies, welcome to your new home"

I look at precious and the other girl next to me, they
both shaking in fear, so am L



Him:"no need to be scared ladies, from now on, you
are going to live a nice life.

This place... Its called Silver stars, because this is
where stars are made and born. You beautiful
ladies will be this places most precious stars”

He rubs his hands togetherlooking at us

Him:"T will explain everything to you tomorrow, for
now, you should go to your rooms, freshen up, be
comfortable,eat and get a good rest, because your
new lives begin tomorrow"

He gets up and instructs us to get up as well

He leads the way, through different doors and
passages.

The lift drops us at the 4th floor. According to the
lift, this place has six floors. I don't know anything
about lifts so I'm assuming cause it's the last
number there.

[ almost peed my pants the entire time on the lift, it
was SO scary.

We walk through the passage, he opens the door



with the number 285.
"This will be your room princess"
He leads the other gid inside, I don't even know her

name.

The room next to hers turns out to be for precious
and I get one right across her.

He closes and locks the door behind him.

I stand in one place with my eyes wondering around
the room.

It's so big and beautiful, everything is clean and
white.

It looks like a room of royalty, I've neverseen such a
beautiful place in my entire life.

Honestly I didn't think they'd place us in such a
place, I thought we were going to be locked up in
some cold basement full of other girs they've
bought.

[ head towards the bed, I'm scared to even touch the
white duvets, I feel like my dark dirty skin will stain
them.



I continue walking around as I notice another door,
maybe it leads next door to anotherroom. I'm
reluctant to open it,

I knock first but no one answers, I knock again
multiple times, I guess there's no one, I try to open
and it opens.

My eyes pop out when I realize it's a toilet. There's
also a bathtub and a shower.

Wow, thank God I've leamt about these in school
even though it's my first time seeing a bathroom in
real life.

Me:"this is awesome!"
I feel a bit of excitement overwhelm me

I definitely want to use the tub. The showerlooks
complicated and I'm afraid I can't use it. It had
buttons I didn't understand.

I only imagined myself in places like these once I've
achieved being a doctor.

[ use the clean towels that were already there to
bath with white soap that smelled so nice. I've never



used any other soap besides the green sunlight bar
before.

[ almost fell asleep in the bathtub, the way it was so
comfortable.

It was more comfortable than anything I've ever
slept on, more than the rough floor in the shack.

I eventually got out and wore the white gown that
was on the bed.

[ washed my clothes and underwear for tomorrow
cause I don't have any changing clothes,so I
hanged them over the shower walls.

They should be dry by moming.

I crawled on the bed and threw my body on it as it
made me bounce.

I stand on my feet and start jumping on it then fall
on my back.

I can't help but laugh at how much I enjoyed doing
that, it was my first time jumping on a bed.

Me:"woooww nnnow this is the life"



A knock comes through the door

Reality hits me as I remember that there's still
something they want from us.

The doorunlocked and a lady walked in pushing a
small table towards my bed.

Her:"your dinneris served mam"
Mam?
Me:mmmam?"

Her:"yes, Iwas asked to bring you dinner, and some
snacks. Please enjoy. Goodnight"

She walked out and locked the door.

I removed the silver cover and was welcomed by a
delicious smell.

It was chicken with rice, cream spinach and
butternut with green salad.

My tummy growled at the sight.

I ate like a mad dog, I didn't take any breaks in-
between, it felt like I just won the hunger games.



It's unbelievable how your body reacts when it gets
food. It's the most amazing feeling.

For the first time I wasn't eating any leftovers, I
tasted chicken after a long time, the meat is way
tastier than the bones I was always given.

I cleaned my plate up and gulped down all my cool
drink.

*Buurnrb™

Ilet out a loud burb as I hold my tinny tummy in
satisfaction.

I didn't know food could taste so good.

I look at the big screen on the wall in front of the
bed.

I can't believe that all of that was just a TV screen.
I see a remote and I March for it.

I press all the buttons intill it went on. I don't even
know which button made it lit up.

I pressed the arrow buttons and the channels kept
changing.



Ireached a channel that caught my eye.

It was called Grey's Atonomy, what caught my eye
was the people dressed like doctors.

Me(excitedly):"it's about doctors!"

[ was tempted to scream as I was clapping my
hands in excitement.

I took the big packet of chips, they were written
jumping jacks.
I ate them as I watched the TV carefully.

My heart sinks at the thought that I can no longer
fulfill my dreams of being a doctor some day

Lulama



Me:"aahh yeah, yeah baby! Harder harder...fuck
me!"

He thrusts harder and deeperinside of me as he
rests there and we release at the same time

"Aahh fuck! You so good"

He compliments before laying a kiss on my
forehead.

He gets up and disappears to the bathroom leaving
me open as I try to catch my breathe.

He comes back with a towel

He cleans me up then pecks my pussy before
coming up to kiss me

Me(sighs):"Tlove you so much"
He looks into my eyes for a while

Lowell:"this was the last time Lulu, you married now,
and to my brother, we can't keep doing this to him"



Me:"T know Lowell, but we've been together way
before he came in the picture, way before I was
even told I'm going to marry him,I can't let you go"

Lowell:'"Tlove you too Lulu, but I can't keep doing
this"

I attack him with a kiss, he responds

He gets under the covers with me and the kiss gets
more heated

Back in Zululand

Thulile



I'm woken up from my deep slumber by someone
shaking me.

Me(irritated):"mh mh mbh, yini ebus uku kangaka?"
(What is it, so late in the night?)

"(Whis pers) yey wena! Awuvuke mam"

(Hey! Wake up)

I turn and reluctantly open my eyes a bit
Me:"mah? Yini indaba?"

(Mom? What's up?)

Mom:"shesha gqoka"

(Hurry and get dressed)

I sit up and rub my eyes
Me(confused):"siyaphi?"

(Where are we off to?)

Mom:"uzobona phambili"

(You'll see when we get there)

I get up irritated by the fact it's the middle of the



night and I have to get up
Me:"uThandile yena?"

(What about Thandile?)

Mom:"s hiya lowo, asambe!"

(Leave that one, let go!)

[ put on my gown on top of my pyjamas

We take a long walk with a torch leading the way as
it is very dark

We even climbed a high mountain, it was creepy. I
was starting to get scared, what if boys attack us or
a dangerous animals. There have been animal
attacks in ourvillage before. This is definitely not a
safe time to be wondering around.

Me(whis pering):"mah ngiyasaba mina, kanti siyaphi,
futhi ngikhathele manje"

(Mom, I'm getting scared now, where are we going
anyway? And I'm starting to get tired)

Mom:"sesizofika nyamezela"

(Hang in there, we almost there)



We reach some rondavel hous e which was alone in
the middle of nowhere, it looked creepy as hell

There was an evil horrific aura about this place.
Me(whis pers):"mah sizokwenzani la?"

(Mom, what are we coming to do here?)

She shushes me and knocks at the door
"Ngena mowunes bindi!"

(Come in if you have the guts)

We look at each other with fear

Terror washed over me, raising the fine hairs on the
back of my neck.

Something about this place made my muscles
tense up

skekeskskekek

"The moon has awaken with the sleep of the sun,



the light has been broken, the spell has began"
(Midgard morningstar)

*4+To be continued™***
[12/17,13:17] :Insert8



I don't know how mom found the guts to open the
door.

I can't believe we here. The house of the most evil
powerful witch in the village.

Mom:"ahh thokoza gogo"
"Ndingugogo mina kuwena mawu ngibhekile?"

(Do I'look like a granny, when you take a good look
at me?)

Mom:"awu ngiyaxolisa"

(Oh I'm sorry)

"Nizothakatha bani, nafika ngobusuku?"

(Who are you coming to bewitch so late at night?)

I can't even see her, it's really dark towards the
corner she's sitting in

Mom:"imayelane nengane yam uAmahle"

(It's about my child Amahle)



"Kwenzenjani?"

(What's the matter?)

Mom:"ngifuna ukumvala isibeletho"
(Iwant to block her womb)

I look at mom shooken

Me:"Mah!?"

Mom:"Thula"

(Shut up)

Mom:"ngifuna inkosi mayizama ukumithisa
angamithi, mayihluleka ukumitha, ngiyaz ukuthi
uzofuna omunye unkosikazi"

(I want the King to not be able to get her pregnant, I
know if she can't fall pregnant, he'll want another
wife)

I look at her, that's actually a genius idea

Mom:"ngifuna ukumnika wena s aghwithi omkhulu,
ungenza nanoma yini oyifunayo ngaye, umhlatshelo
wam lowo kuwe, uma nje ungeza mina namawele
ami siphumelele, futhi uThulile ashade nenkosi,



suphume enhluphekweni”

(I want you to have her saghwithi, you can do as
you please with her, she is my sacrifice to you, all I
want in return is success and a luxurious life with
my twin girs, I want Thulile to marry the king, and
we should breakthrough the life of suffering)

Saghwithi means storm in Xhosa. It's a Xhosa witch
but she can speak Zulu.

I cannot believe what my mom just said!

I never liked Amahle but she's still my sister, this is
a bit too much forme. I can't be part of this. I want
out.

Me:"Mah! Awukwazi ukwenza lokhu kuAmahle, Cha
mah angeke!"

(Mom! You can't do this to Amahle, No mom, you
can't!)

She gives me a deadly look, next thing I know a
snake hisses angrily right up on my face.

[ scream my guts out in fear but my voice is
silenced. I try to scream again but nothing comes



out

I call out mom but no words are coming out.
What the hell!! What's going on?

"Bamba into yakho Mbokazi"

(Take care of your thing Mbokazi)

She embraces me

Mom:"kulungile ngane yam, ngezela wena sisi,
ngifuna ukuthi uphumelele, uphile impilo
ebutebu...iyona le indlela, ayikho enye"

(It's okay my child, I'm doing this for you, I want you
to have a successful life, this is the only way, there's
no otherway)

I remain quiet and break away from her embrace.
Mom:"siyaxolisa saghwithi omkhulu, cela siqubeke"
(We apologise mighty saghwithi, please let's
continue)

I look around and the snake has disappeared and
the witch still sitting in the shadows.



"Uyazi ukuthi lomhlats helo umkhulu kangakanani?"
(Are you aware of how big your sacrifice is?)
Mom:"yebo ngiyazi"

(Yes I'm aware)

" Futhi masengiwuwamkelile angeke uphinde
ukwazi ukujikisa isiqalekis 0"

(And once I've accepted the sacrifice, you can never
reverse the curse)

We look at each other, I shake my head.
Mom:"yebo ngiyakwazi nalokho"

(Yes, I'm aware of that too)

"Ngiyawamukela ke"

(I accept the sacrifice)

She comes closer as her head becomes clearer
away from the dark

Her face is covered by her big black hood.

She mixes her bones, she pours some black
powders in them before shaking them



She throws them on the ground and they set on fire.

"Sengiyamfihla kemanje, ngimfihlela abaphansi
bakubo ukuthi bangamboni”

(I'm now hiding her, hiding her away from her
ancestors, for them to not recognize her)

She makes weird sounds shaking her body. Her
eyes lock with mine, I freeze as I'm freaked out, they
look like eyes of a snake! She hisses and her tongue
slips out just like a snake.

I feel like screaming and running away but I'm
frozen and looking back at her eyes, it's like she's
transferring some sort of power to me.

"Inkosi, izothandana nedodakazi yakho, izimali
zizoza ngamawalala emzini waka Mbokazi, kodwa,
uma ufuna ukuthi leyompilo ihlale kanjalo isikhathi
eside, kumele, masezala ingane yakhe yokuqala
nenkosiuThulile, ayilethe lakumina, ngizoyifunza
inyoka yam, ihliziyo yayo ngizobopha ngayo
ubugwili benu"

(The king will fall in love with your daughter, money
will come to you in multples overflowing, but if you



want that life to last, when Thulile gives birth to her
first baby, she needs to sacrifice it for me to feed
my snake and tie it's heart together with your riches)

I look at mom, she can't possibly agree.
She nods.
I sigh shaking my head. I don't want this anymore.

The witch looks back at her burning bones and the
fire just turned into a blazing bright red color. She
looks shocked to see this

Mom:"kwenzenjani?"
(What's the matter?)
"Ongathi izinyanya zika Amahle ziyalwa"

(It looks as though Amahle's ancestors are fighting
for her”

"Ziyamfuna, zimkhusele"
(They want her, they protecting her)

Mom(eyes widened):"kanjani? Awukwazi ukulwa
nazo?"



(How come? Can't you fight with them?)
She shakes her head

"Imakancane”

(Wait a minute)

She goes back to the dark side of the room, she
comes back carrying something.

She pours it on the bones the fire becomes bigger,
she pours more and it changes back to the normal
orange color.

"Kuzobanzima ukugalekisa uAmahle, kodwa ayihko
into ehlula us aqwithi"

(It's going to be hard to curse Amahle, but there's
nothing that defeats saqwithi)

Mom:"mawukuthi abaphansi bamvikela ngempela
kuzothiwani?"

(If the ancestors really fight for her, what will
happen?)

"Kuzomele uhlatshele enye into noma umuntu,
kuzomele ngimyeke uAmahle"



(You will have to sacrifice something else or
someone else, and let go of Amahle)

"Kodwa khululeka, mina, kade ngangiyenza lento,
ayikho into ehlula us aqwithi"

(But not to worry, I've been doing this for a long time
now, nothing defeats saqwithi)

"Kumbula, angeke ukwazi ukujikisa isiqalekis o
noma umhlatshelo, seningahamba"

(Remember, you cannot reverse a curse ora
sacrifice...you can leave now)

Mom claps her hands respectfully as we get up and
leave, somehow I find mys elf smiling, excitement
overwhelms me that I will be Queen.

A smirk voluntarily plasters across my face.

it's like some powerful source has taken over my
emotions and the guilt I felt flew out the window.



Noah

I'm fixing my s hirt in front of the mirror

I feel hands wrap around me.

I look at her through the mirror

Me:"you shouldn't have gotten up, it's still early"

Nessa:"T know, but I love watching you getting
ready"

I smile, I turn to face her
Me:"please fix my tie for me"

She adjusts it then pulls it nicely close to my neck,
she brushes my shoulders

Nessa:"there you go"
She gets closer and pecks my lips
I fix my locks neatly and brush them.



Me:"okay babe, I have to go now"
She comes out of the bathroom
Nessa:"aaww, when will I see you again?"

Me:"you'll see me maybe next week or next month
depending on my schedule”

Nessa:"okay then"

We share a deep felt kiss

I get flashbacks of my nightmare again

[ pull out quickly

Nessa:"what is it?"

I shake my head walking towards the bed
Me:"it's that dream, I can't get off my mind"

Nessa:"babe, you have to try forget about that
dream”

Me:"Tcan't I'm trying"

I take my bag with my clothes and head out the
TOOm.

Nessa:"when last you drank your pills ?"



Ilook at her
Me:"argh you know how much I hate that question”

Nessa:"T'm sorry love, but your nightmares are back
again and I was just wondering"

I sigh heading for the door

Me:'Tll take them first thing when I get home in
J oburg”

She opens the car door forme
Nessa:"you promise?"

Ilook at her

Me:"T promise”

We kiss once more

[ get in the car and reverse

"Tlove you! Safe travels!"

Me:'Tlove you too, take care of yourself!"

I speed off.



Lowell

"Do you have to go?"

Me:"yes, [ have a life you know"

Lulama:" I don't want you to go"

Ilook at her as I buckle my belt

I take my suit jacket and slip it on
Me:"Tdon't wanna go either, but, duty calls"
Lulama:'Tve prepared your breakfast"

She says coming to me with nicely crushed snow in
a book with my bank card



Me:"ohh you know me too well"

I sniff on some, I close my eyes as I enjoy the
things it does in me.

I don't take drugs all the time so I give my body time
to detox the drugs out of my system, I go a month
without any drugs. I sniff on dope occasionally not
all the time and I'm not an addict.

I can go months without feeling the need to have
some, [ just have them when I want to, not when I
feel like my body wants to.

Me:"you should slow down on the snow Lulu, allow
yourself to detox, don't make this a habit"

She rolls hereyes
Lulama:"Yes dad"

Me:'Tm serious, you don't wanna become a crazy
crackhead, you should control the drug, don't let it
control you"

Lulama:" I'm not an addict Lowell, I don't do them
all the time, only when I've had some of your good
dick"



She says biting her lips looking at me

[ wipe my nose and grab my car keys.

I look around

Lulama:"what you looking for?"

Me:"my watch, I thought I put it somewhere here"

[ point at the table

We look around for it

Lulama:"nah I don't remember you wearing one"
Me:"you sure? Cause I think I remember wearing it"

Lulama:"well it's not here so, you obviously weren't
wearing it"

Me:"okay, let me get going then"

She comes towards me and attempts to hug but I
reach out my arm for her not to touch me

Me:"T don't wanna mess up my s hirt, you know how
long it takes to me to iron my shirts"

Lulama:"urgh you such a neat freak"
Me(chuckles):"let me kiss"



We share a kiss

Me:"uhh sweet lips"

She giggles heading to the bed

[ walk out. I have to go check on things at the club.

Amahle

Ijust finished dressing up.

I woke up early, actually I didn't sleep at all. I
couldn'.

[ was feeling very hot like I was burning up.

[ don't know why I think I'm getting the flue cause
the weather was cool.



Everytime I tried to close my eyes all I saw was red
fire and the temperature would get even higher.

So I decided to stay up. I've never felt so

hot in my entire life. Felt like I was in hell.

So Itook a cold bath this morming.

But I feel better now, I just need a fix of the injection
A nice breakfast was served to me, it was delicious.

I still don't understand why they being so nice to us.
What do they want?

What are they going to do with us?

[ try not to think about it too much, I don't want to
find myself loosing my breathe, I still don't have an
inhaler and that is dangerous for me.

The situation I'm in is not helping.

There's sounds of the door unlocking
The man from yesterday gets in

Him:"good morming Miss Mbokazi, how did you



sleep? I hope you enjoyed your luxurious room?"
I nod
Me:"T1 did, thank you"

Him:"that's good, can you please follow me, today
you start your training"

Dear God, what are they going to train me to do?

He leads the way out I follow behind him

[ bump into precious on the passage as soonas I
get out the room, we attack each other with a big
hug.

Presh:"oh my gosh, are you okay? Did they try any
funny things with you last night?"

I shake my head continuously

Me:"nno they didn't, w what about you?"
She also shakes her head
Presh(smiling):"they didn't!"

"Hey! This is no time for family reunions! Get your
asses moving!"



We startle and continue following him.
Iwish she could neverlets go of my hand.

I look at the other girl who was also taken with us, I
smile at her, she doesn't return it as she rolls her
eyes.

I closed my eyes and held my breathe

all the way while on the lift, I just can't stand it. It is
scary as hell

We get in a huge room with cute small couches
lining a meter away from each other, each had
poles in front of them.

This place is beautiful, but what is it?

['ve never seen or been to places like this.
Then there was one pole at the stage

It's a beautiful room.

I wonder what happens here.

I'm scared to find out.

What does my future have to do with this place.



Why am I here? Why am I not in varsity purs uing my
dreams?

beautiful lady meets us halfway.
Man:"okay ladies, please meet Candice.
Candice meet your new babies™

A beautiful white woman stands before us. She has
a really nice hourglass body.

But why is she not dressed?

She only has on something that looks like a
swimming costume. But a really sexy one.

It looks uncomfortable.
Candice:"hello ladies, nice to meet you"
"Nice to meet you"

Precious and the other girl reply, as I'm busy
fidgeting with my fingers.

To be honest, I really need that injection right now,
I'm not feeling well

Candice:"what's your name?"



My body is getting itchy, why haven't they injected
us here?

Candice (snaps fingers):"hello!? Are you there?"

Ilook up at her. I didn't even realize she was talking
to me

Me:"h hi"

Candice:"what's your name?"

Me:"mmy name 1is Amahle"

Candice:"hmm do you have another name?"
Me:"Indigo"

Candice:"Hmm Indigo as in the color?"

I nod

Man:"Twill be back in a few to check on y'all,
Candice, just give them theirjob description and let
them know about their new lives here, then get them
trained"

Candice:"okay, ladies please have a seat”

We sit on the nice couches.



Everything in this place is comfortable.

Besides the fact that I might be a sexslave ora
prostitute or maybe drug mule.

Candice:"okay! I'm sure you are all afraid, you don't
know why you here or what is expected of you
here...."

Pesh and I look at each other then back at her

Candice:"well, you guys don't have to worry much, I
know this kind of life will be new to you, and it will
take a while for you guys to adjust, you see, sliver
star management takes girls from poor
backgrounds, they take them from places where
they're lives would've probably be hell, in hopes of
giving them something better. It's not an innocent
job but at least you guys will not be locked up like
prisoners.

You will work for this club and hotel.

You will learn some waitressing, bartending and
pole dancing.

You will be trained by myself and otherladies. Trust



me if you do your jobs well and take them seriously,
you will be rewarded....."

The other gid picks her hand up.
Candice:"yes?"

Her:"so we were bought to come work here?"
Candice:"not the only reason, but yes"
Her:"and we will be paid?"

Candice:"you will get everything you need from the
authorities of this place.

If you behave yourself and do as you told, you
might get an allowance"

Precious picks her hand up
Candice:"yes?"

Presh:"so, we will be allowed to have a life outside
the club? Like go out in public?”

Candice:"of cause, this is not prison, you guys will
exchange shifts with other girls, you will get days
off sometimes, like a normal ] ob"



The other gird speaks

Her:"I don't get it, so what if I decide to run away
while I'm out in public?"

Candice:"you do not wanna try that because they
will find you and you will be sent back to where you
were bought, then they'd have to refund cause you
are too stupid. And once you go back there, they will
not sell you again, you'll be used for other purposes,
which are worse then what we offering you guys
here. You see, here, if you are loyal you can go farin
life, until you are allowed to retire and go live your
own life. By then you'll have enough money to buy
yourself a house and settle down"

There's a bit of silence

Presh:"so, we won't be required to sleep with men or
do drugs?"

That question made my heart beat so fast, anxious
about her reply.

Candice:"No"
Isigh



Candice:"not yet"

What? What does she mean not yet?

skekekesksk

"Life, I can't tell if it's killing me, or it's making me
stronger”

**To be continued™**
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Amahle



Candice:"not yet"
What? What does she mean not yet?

Candice:"as time goes by, you will be promoted,
when the men you pole dance for ask for sex, you'll
have to sleep with them, that'll eam you big money,
not little tips, depending on how good you were,
they start from 30k going up. You can do alot for
yours elf with that money"

No! This can't be happening. I can't sleep with men
for money, I've always respected sex for my own
dignity, I didn't want to have it to protect myself
from alot of things, now I have to have it for money!

How has this become my life?

Surely being at home, abused, hated, enslaved and



poorwas better than this.

What is pole dancing anyway? Does it require me to
be naked? [ have so many questions running
through my mind.

Candice:"you've been awfully quiet Indigo, don't you
have any questions ?"
Ilook up at her

Me:"what if yyyou don't wanna sleep with the
mman?"

Candice:"then the big boss will deal you, you might
be sent back to where you were bought and it'll be
the same case as if you try to run away. No one has
ever denied having sex with the men before so no
one knows the punis hment but it won't be pretty, I
know the punishment of running away cause many
have tried and didn't make it"

I hold my hands together to stop them from shaking.
Me:'TInneed a fix"
She looks at me for a while

Candice:"you got addicted to it, that's not good, we'll



see how we handle that"
I nod continuously.

I need that fix, all this is too much for me and I need
my mind to escape before [ go crazy.

Me:"what about ssschool will we be allowed to
continue w w with our studies ?"

She shakes her head

Candice:"unfortunately you can't be working part
time, it's a full time job, the sooner you accept that
the better”

[ wipe a tear that manged to escape

My heart has just broke into a billion pieces as she
confirmed the end of my dreams.

[ wipe more tears that escaped immediately after
wiping the first one.

I feel precious's hand rubbing my arm.

Candice:"it's time to be strong ladies, trust me, over

here we treat each other like family, as time goes on,
all this will be normal, trust me"



She stands up

Candice:"you guys were not just bought, but you
were saved"

She stands next to the pole on stage

Candice:"it's time to start your training, I'm going to
dance foryou ladies just for y'all to get the gist of
what is expected of you, but you don't have to
perfect pole dancing just yet, you guys will start at
waitressing, as time goes, then you will be
promoted to bartending, after a while it will be pole
dancing then other things...I'll do a little dance right
now and I want you guys to copy me once I'm done,
[ want to see something"

We look at each other then back at her.
She takes a little device and presses it
then music comes on.

She starts dancing around the pole.
She moves her waist in ways I never

would've thought were possible,



moving up and down.

She stops and calls the other girl to do what she
just did. I found that her name was buhle.

She does the dance but it looked as though her
waist couldn't do what Candice was doing.

Candice (unimpressed):"stop! Please stop!"

She stops and sits back on hersit, she calls for
precious to try.

She looks at me and smiles, I smile back at her. I
think she wants to laugh.

I'm tempted to laugh at her facial expressions.
She tries to do the dance.

She's not as good as Candice and she didn't do
exactly what she did. She did her own thing but it
was really good.

I'm shocked, I didn't know she could move like that

Candice:"that's enough, that was good, needs a bit
of work, but good, you have potential"

She takes herseat.



My heart skips a beat as I realize it was my tum.
I already know I'm going to mess up.

It's my first time seeing this kind of dance, if we had
to do the Zulu traditional dance I'd nail it.

We did move our waists in the dances but not in
exactly in this manner.

I hold the pole, I'm shaking. I don't trust myself. I'm
usually a fast learner when it comes to dancing, but
then again this is not Zululand noris it a traditional
dance.

She changes the song and plays another one
My body is your party, baby
Nobody's invited but you, baby
I can do it slow now, tell me what you want
Baby, put your phone down, you should turn it off

'Cause tonight is going down, tell your boys is going
down

We in the zone now, don't stop



You can keep your hands on me, touch me right
there, rock my body

I can't keep my hands off you, your body is my
party

I close my eyes and start moving to the beat. That's
how we were taught to dance in the Reed dances,
listen to the beat and dance to it.

Move your body sync to the music, feel it in your
soul

I love dance it always took my mind off things back
at home.

But this beat hit differently as I imagined they way
Candice was moving her body.

[ imagine myself as her as I move my waist slowly
to the beat, trying to copy what she was doing.

Keeping my eyes closed the whole time.
I know I'm probably messing up.
It's best I keep my eyes closed to avoid the



disappointed looks from Candice and precious
probably laughing at me.

['ve never moved my body this way, it feels so
sexual, but soothing as well, I find myself loosing
myself to the beat and the movement of my body.

[ hope I'm not embarrassing myself.

Lowell

I rest my body on the door frame as I watch her
move her tiny waist sexily.

Her eyes are closed as though she is

one with the song.



The lights shinning brightly on her
beautifully brown skin.

I'm doing this little dance for you
You got me so excited
Now it's just me on you

Your body's my party, let's get it started

Boy, you should know that yourlove is always on
my mind

I'm not gonna fight it, I want it all the time

Boy you should know that your love is always on
my mind

[ can't it deny it,  want you, I want you

She's practically a pro, wait, is she one of the girls I
bought yesterday?

She's a really good dancer for a beginner or maybe
she has experience?



I never really got the chance to see their faces.

I just bought them because they were the perfect
size, hight and the age we normally target.

I make my way inside

The music goes off, she opens her eyes,

And looks at Candice waiting for her judgement
They clap their hands for her, I also clap mine.
They turn and all eyes were on me.

Candice:"oh, ladies meet our....

Me:"guest"

She frowns. I nod.

Candice:"yes, our guest"

Me:"uhm don't mind me, I just came to checkif I can
get this part of the club reserved as I wish to bring
my friends here"

Candice:"of cause sir, let me show the girls the rest
of the place. Derek will be with you just now"

She leads the way and the three girls follow behind.



Derek makes his way in
Derek:"boss”
Me:"hey, how's it going with the girls?"

Derek:"Candice informed them about their new lives
and what is expected of them, they still shaken but
I'm sure they'll get used to it"

Inod

Me:"mmh okay (sighs) I need them clean from
drugs. They were fed drugs in that place, I want you
to make sure they stay clean, keep an eye on them.
That drug can be very addictive and they might
experience serious withdrawal symptoms if they
were addicted, if that happens, please make sure
they get proper treatment”

Derek:"yes boss, of cause”

Me:"yeah, they shouldn't for one bit feel like they in
prison but also make sure they never run away"

Derek:"yes, we've already placed trackers in their
bodies”

Me:"good"



I lead the way out with him following behind me

Me:"T want everyone working to their best today, it's
the weekend and you know how busy it'll get"

I make my way out to the car with him following as I
mmstruct him.

I open the carboot.
I take the luggage

Me:"there you go, this is some of the new ladies
clothes they came with from home. Please inform
them that they should keep their valuables but the
rest of their stuff will be burmnt. Later I'll bring in new
clothes, toiletries and whatever they might need.
But I don't want to ever see any of them dressed in
these old clothes of theirs, got it?"

Derek:"yebo Nhlabathi omncane, I got it"
(Yes young Nhlabathi)
I get in the car and drive off to work.



Later that day
Noah

Me:" pass me the Artery forceps, we need to halt the
bleeding, she's loosing too much blood"

The nurse hands me the instrument.
[ try to control the bleeding

Me:" fill the injectors with adenosine drug, so it can
open some of the channels to be able to transport
potassium ions in and out the cell"

I have to explain what I'm doing and why I'm doing it
as there are students who are still practicing.

She passes me the injection

[ inject it in the vein



Me:"okay I think we've done everything we can, it's
time to close her up"

I stitch her up.

Me:"time to switch off the pump and wait for her
heart to beat foritself”

They switch off the machine that was controlling
her heart and lungs during the surgery.

We all stand next to the patient waiting anxiously
for her to take a breathe.

I start panicking as she seems to not be breathing

Assisting Doc:"doc, I think we should put the
machine back before we lose her"

Me:"No, wait, she'll breath"
We stand silently next to her
Sm—
[ didn't mean for it to come to this"
[ keep digging with tears streaming down my face

"If you had just stayed in your lane, non of this



would be happening"
The hole is getting deeper

"You pushed me, I told you I was not good for you,
but you kept coming back, why couldn't you just
stay away me,"

"If you had just ran away when I begged you to, I
warned you about myself! So many times! You saw
the signs, you saw them!"

skekeskskekek

Me:"come on Nessa you can't do this to me...wake
up!!"

I reverse away from the body

Me:'Tm sorry, I didn't mean to, I'm trying to save you,
please, wake up"

"Doctor Nhlabati, are you okay?"

Ilook at the Nurse

Nurse:"the patient is breathing, you saved her life"
I look at the patient



Nurse:"it's not Nessa doctor, it's Nicole Goodwin"
I look at the patient, it's not Nessa.

Me:"please clean her up and take her to ICU, well-
done team, you guys did well"

I nod at them
Me:"excuse me"
I walk out and head to my office.

I take a deep breath as I get in, with my back
against the door.

Me:"what the fuck just happened?"

I take off my dirty scrubs that are stained with blood
and place them in big bin.

I look at my hands which are filled with blood. My
heart starts racing in fear.

I quickly take off the gloves and throw them away.
I head out to go wash my hands.

I scrub them as hard as I can trying to get the blood
off them. It doesn't wanna come off.



"You'll scrape your skin off if you continue like that"
Ilook besides me
Me:"Dr Cohen"

Cohen:"are you sure you don't have OCD, the way
you was hing those hands"

I chuckle

Me:"No, I'm sure, just had a little dry stain that was
stubbom”

She nods

Dr Cohen:"I see, well, congrats on the surgery, I hear
it was a complicated one but your persistency won
yet another heart"

Me:"thank you, yeah we almost lost her”"
Dr Cohen:"we should do drinks sometime"
[look at her

Dr Cohen:"with other colleges of cause, as a group,
what do you say?"

Me:"T don't know, my schedule is always busy, but



Il let you know when I'm free"
She nods

Me:'Tm about to knock off, so I'll see you guys
tomorrow or if I'm needed later”

Dr Cohen:"lucky you, have a good day"
Me:"you too"
I head back to my office

I sit on the chair and bury my face in my hands. My
head is pounding in pain.

I look at the pills on the table.

I take them and put one in my mouth, I take the
water bottle and drink the water.

A call comes through my cell
I take it and look at the screen. It's mom.
Me:"hello mah"

"Ngizokuphinda yezwa! Woza la, ucabanga ukuthi
ngiwu ban mina heh!?"

Me:"mah hello, what's going on?"



*Screams”

"Bongani! Please! I'm sorry!"

I drop the call and pack my stuff as quick as I can.
I run out of the hospital building.

Throwing everything in the back seat Istep on it
and speed home.

I grab my gun from under my car seat and head in
the house.

Me:"leave her alone!"

I command pointing my gun at him as he has his
hands around her neck

Me:"I promise you Dad, if you don't let go of her, I
will blow your brains off right now!"

He lets hergo
Dad:"ubiza ingane kwizindaba zethu?"
(You call a child to interfere in our problems?)

Me:'Tm warming you Dad"



He steps away and heads out bumping my shoulder
on the way

I drop the gun and run to mom pulling her into my
arms.

Me(sorrowful):" Mah, oh my God, are you okay?"
She cries mournfully on my chest
Me:"momma, I'm sorry, please don't cry"

She shakes her head

Mom:'"Tm sorry, sorry you had to come back to this
once again"

Me:"mahh I still don't understand why you haven't
divorced this fool"

She remains quiet just crying softly
I caress herface
Me:"let me go get the kit"

I head to my car, in the boot I take my first aid kit, I
carry it everywhere.



I take care of her wounds.

Me:"how much longer momma, how much longer
must we just watch him treat you like this, do you
know how much this has destroyed us? Why are
you so afraid to leave this man, you don't need him,
I worked so hard to be successful thinking that I'm
doing it for you so that we won't have to depend on
him. We have the hospital and the club. Yet you still
here. Why?"

Mom:" he's your father Iwandle, Ilove him"

I shake my head

Me:"you can't possibly love him, it's impossible”
Mom:"T do, he's not always like this"

Me:"what kind of example is he setting for us mah?
Are you saying it's okay if we treat our women like
that too? Is it okay to beat up our wives?"

She shakes her head

Mom:"don't you ever do that, you hear me! You
know what happened the last time? I taught you
better"



Me:"but why are you tolerating it?"

Mom:"you'll understand some day. I can't leave your
father, for mine, you and your brother's sake"

I shake my head
Me:"when will I understand? When you dead?"

Mom:"thanks for coming son, I cooked your favorite
meal, do you wanna stay over for dinner?"

She shifts the subject.
I sigh looking at her, my heart beats for this woman.

Me(smiles):"did you bake your famous chocolate
cake?"

Mom:" you bet I did"

She lays a kiss on my forehead and gets up,
disappearing to the kitchen.

I clean up the broken glass on the floor.

I don't know how I've become used to this really.
I've tried reporting him, but there's no justice in
south Africa and corruption dominates. Ilive and
work for him for the sake of my mother.



He also has alot of things he can use against me,
which gives him the power to control my life as well
and my brotherss.

[ just wish killing him was an option, but I don't have
the guts to take a life. I prefer saving lives, yet I
can't save my mothers.

Thulile

We are chilling outside doing the was hing with my
sister while mom is busy in the garden.

Me:"fanele engabe uAmahle owasha lezimpahla,
futhi ngabe uziwasha kamnandi le emfuleni...mxm
yabanehlanhla leyanja"



(It should be Amahle doing this laundry, and she'd
be doing it nicely far by the river.... that bustard got

lucky)
Thandile:" wena ikuhlula ngan vele?"

(Why is it so hard to do it yourself?)
I click my tongue at her

Me:"yaz wena, ubuye ubhayize, uyatana nje
noAmahle"

(You know you can be stupid sometimes, you no
different from Amahle)

Thandile:"kuncono ngibenjengo Amahle kunoba
ngibe njengawe"

(I'd rather be like Amahle than be like you)
[laugh at her

Me:"yaz ngiyamangala ukuthi singamawele ndlela
le esingafani ngayo"

(It amazes me that we twins, we are so different
from each other)

Thandile:"angaz ukuthi yindaba ukhohlakele kanje



nino Mah, yindaba? Why ninehliziyo ezimnyama
kangaka?"

(I don't know why you so evil together with mom,
why? Why do y'all have such bitter dark hearts?)

I roll my eyes at her

Me:"ngelinye ilanga uyosibonga, sizophuma la,
sizophila impilo emnandi”

(One day you will thank us, we'll make it out of here,
we'll live a good life)

Thandile:"mxxm"

[ laugh and start humming a song
"Thulile! Thandile! Wozani bo!"

We get up and run towards the house
We find men in the lounge
Thandile&I:"s anibonani”

They greet us back

Me:"mah, kwenzakalani?"

Mom:"hlalani phansi"



(Sit down)
We go sit beside her

Man:"sithunyelwe yinkosi, angaz noba besenizwile
ukuthi, inkosi ifuna umfazi"

(We were sent by the king, I don't know if you heard
that he is looking for a wife)

These are not the same men that came the first
time. This time it's the actual Nduna (tribal
councilor) of the village that is here and another
respected man who works besides the king.

Mom(confus ed):"hawu, besizwile, phela bafika
amadoda amabili bethunywe yinkosi, bathatha
Ingane yam uAmahle"

(Yes we did hear, that is why two men came here
and they chose to take my younger daughter
Amabhle)

They look at each other

Mom:"phela thina besesilinde ukumemwa
ems hadweni"

(We were just waiting to be invited to the wedding)



Nduna:"ayi mama, thina asiyazile ositshela yona,
Inkos1 iyagala ukuthumela ukuthi sizoyikhethela
umfazi. Akhomfazi ekhethiwe, kuyima sizokhetha"

(No mam, we don't know what you talking about,
this is the first time the king has sent us out to go
choose a wife, there is no wife that was chosen by
the king. It's only now that he's choosing)

I cover my mouth, so who were those men who
came to fetch Amahle? They do not work for the
king!?

Mom:"ai ai cha, obani pho labobhuti ebabefike
lakwami bezofuna umfazi, bazebathi bafuna

its hits hi elifundile”

(No no no, then who are the men who came to my

house to choose a wife? They even said they want a
virgin who is educated?)

They shake their heads

Nduna:"inkos1 ibingeke ithumele noma ubani
azokhetha umfazi, ngaphandle kwami, nobabu
Mavundla la eduze kwam"



(The king would never send anyone to choose a
wife for him besides me and Mavundla here next to
me)

Mom hangs her arms over her head
Thandile:"uphi pho uAmahle? Bamus ephi!?"
(Where is Amahle then? Where did they take her!?)
They shrug their shoulders

Nduna:" ngicabanga ukuthi nits otsiwe, kumele
nixhumane namaphoyisa ngaloludaba"

(I think y'all have been deceived, you need to
contact the police about this situation)

Mom and I look at each other.

After what we did last night, only to find that she
actually has been kidnapped.

We sold her to the wrong people!
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“Mistakes are a fact of life. It is the response to
error that counts. What is done cannot be undone”
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Mom(crying):"ohh ingane yam kodwa, ngizogala
kuphi ukumbheka"

(Ohh my child, where will I start looking for her)
Thandile:"iphutha lakho lonke leli!"

(This is all your fault!)

She storms out the room.

Nduna:"siyaxolisa ngokwenzekile, sizozama ngakho
konke okusemandleni ukunisiza ngaloludaba"

(We sorry for the unfortunate event, we will do all
we can to help you with this)

Mom(wiping her tears):"siyabonga, kodwa ke uma
inkos1 ifuna umfazi seningathatha nangu uThulile,
uyena engithemba ukuthi angakwazi ukuyiphatha
kahle inkosTt

(Thank you..but if the king needs a wife, I trust my
daughter Thulile to fulfill the duties of taking care of
the king well)



Nduna:"ai sibongile ngiyathemba ukuthi inkosi
1zomjabulela, nkosazane, sizokulanda khona
kusasa, akuyona indlela inkosi ekumele ikhethe
ngayo umfazile, bekumele simeme zonke izintombi
esigodini bese intokazi izokhethwa iNdlovukazi
omdala"

(We thank you, the king will be happy, frankly this is
not the way the king is supposed to choose his wife,
we were supposed to invite girls from all over the
village and the King's mother was going to choose
the one who is fit)

Mom:"ngiyabona, pho yindaba kungeziwanga
kanjalo?"

(Isee, so why wasn't it done that way?)
Nduna:"asazi ukuthi iNkosi ingenwe yini, ifuna

Intokazi yala'ekhaya, akhukho ke ukuthi
simngabele"

(We don't know what got into the king but he wants
a woman from this home, and there's no refusing
the King's wishes)

Mom nods



They stand on their feet

Nduna:"sesi cela ukuba yindlela"

(We'll be on our way now)

Mom:"okay, sibongile ke"

(Thank you)

Nduna:"ngifisa ukuthi niyithole indodakazi yakho"
(We hope you find your daughter)

Mom(sad tone):"sengibeke ithemba lam
kwamaphoyis a nonkulunkulu"

(My hope is on the police and God)

They shake their heads sadly and walk out
We left looking at each other
Me:"sizokwenzani ngoAmahle mah?"
(What will we do about Amahle mom?)

Mom:"akhukho esingakwenza manje, uAmahle
sesimenze umhlatshelo, uS aqwithi uzokwenza
akuthandayo ngaye, angambulala nokumbulala
amfunze inyoka yakhe...(tearful) awuu kodwa



ngengane yami"

There's nothing we can do, we've already sacrificed
Amahle and Saqwithi can do whatever she wants
with her, she might even kill her and feed her body
to her snake...ohhh my child)

Me:"kumele siyomncenga mah uSaqwithi "
(We have to go pleed with Saqwithi)

Mom:"osekwenzekile sewenzekile asikwazi
ukukjikis a, uzwile ukuthi utheni, asikwazi ukujikis a
umhlats helo noma isiqalekis 0"

(What's done is done it cannot be undone, you
heard what she said, you cannot reverse a sacrifice
ora curse)

Isigh and sit back
Me:"sizothini manje?"
(What are we going to do now?)

Mom:"fanele uqine sisi, uzobayindlovukazi manje,
angithi yolokho ubukufuna? Isikhathi sesifikile,
sesizophila kamnandi manje"



(You have to be strong hun, you will be Queen now,
isn't it what you wanted?

The time has now come, we will now live a better
life)

"Ohh nina nithakathe uAmahle? Yindaba mah?
Wanenzani uAmahle kangaka? Heh?"

(So you guys bewitched Amahle? Why mom? What
has Amahle ever done to you? Huh?)

Mom:"awukahle Thandile, angithi besingazi ukuthi
akathathangwa yinkosi, manje uthi senzeni?"

(Give us a break Thandile, we didn't know she was
not taken by the king, so what must we do now?)

Thandile:" every dog has its day mama, ngelinye
llanga konke lokuthakatha kwenu kuyobuyela
kunina"

(One day all your curses will come back to haunt
you)

She storms off once again

Mom:"ay1 uyaphapha usisi wakho, ungamnaki,
mas esinomuzi ethekwini siphila kamnandi uyena



ozusibonga kugala"

(Yoursisteris too forward, don't mind her, when we
living in a nice house in Durban enjoying the good
life, she'll be the first to thank us)

Me(sighs):"yah, othi ngiyolungisa izinto zam"
(Yeah, let me go arrange my stuff)

Lulama

Ijust finished making dinner.

My husband is coming back tonight and I sure did
miss him. I want him to come home to a nice



homemade meal.

I don't really know how to cook anything else
besides rice and chicken or pasta and meatballs.

['ve already set the table, Ilit on some candles, I
wanna set a romantic mood.

We've never had sex ever since we got mairied, but
that's about to change today.

[ have on a sexy lingerie, I'm not even going to cover
it up with a gown I'll serve him while only wearing it
on, for seductive reasons.

After an hour the food has already gotten cold. I
tried calling him but he's not picking up my calls.

I blow out the first candle when I hear the door
opening.

I Iit it back on.

He makes his way to the room while passing the
dinning room, oblivious to the set up.

Me:"baby! I made you dinner”

He stops walking as he was about to disappear into



the room.
He looks at me up and down then looks at the table.
Noah:"oh"

Me:"yeah, come, let's eat, you must be tired and
hungry”

Noah:"okay, let me go put away my stuff first and
change into something comfortable”

Me:"okay"
He walks in the room.

I take our covered food and go warm it up, he
comes back down after a while.

Noah:"you didn't have to do all this"
Me(smiling):"T did, I'm your wife after all"
Noah(smiles):"well thank you wife"

I blus h biting my lip.

We start digging in, he coughs holding his mouth,
he takes a tissue and spits the food out his mouth.

Me(frowns):"what's the matter?"



He continues to cough as he gulps down the wine in
his glass

Noah:'T'm sorry, uhm I must've forgotten to blow my
food before putting in my mouth, I burnt my tongue"

[ put a spoonful in my mouth and it's not even that
hot.

Me(chewing):"okay, sorry about that"

He chuckles

Noah:"it's okay"

He drinks his wine again

Noah:"uhm, I didn't wanna be rude, but I passed

mom's place before coming here, and she fed me
alot, honestly, I'm really stuffed, can I be excused?"

Me:"of cause, I'll be right up to join you"
He gets up and heads to the room.
I blow off the candles and make my way upstairs.

I find him chilling on the bed with his laptop on his
lap.



This man of mine is a workaholic, always on his
laptop.

I take it and put it on the side as I get ontop of him
Me:"Tmissed you"
Noah:"Twas busy with that"

Me:"T know, but you've been working away from
home all week, I need you to work on me now"

I move my face closer and kiss his lips

He kisses me back

I take off his shirt, he goes with the flow.
Finally! He's being easy today.
Me(whispers):"please make love to me"

He opens the draw and takes out condoms.

He takes off his pants and his dick points right at
me.

My eyes widen, wow he's big, I guess the Nhlabati
men are blessed.

He gets ontop and enters me without any tease



Me:"aahhh!"

Amahle

It has been a long day and night.

I'm glad it now over, thank God they didn't overwork
us on our first day.

I seriously felt uncomfortable serving people while
half naked.

The uniform shows alot of skin.

I hate how the men look at us, like dogs looking at a
piece of meat hungrily.



The make up and the fake hair they put on us
doesn't help, it's like they want those men looking at
us like that.

This job makes me feel so cheap and disgusting.

The way Candice was impressed by my dancing
scared me, I hope this does not mean I'll be
promoted to dancing sooner than later.

I should've messed up on purpose.

I'm in bed and I'm not feeling well at all.

I don't know what I should do to get that drug. I
need it, my body can't take it anymore.

The door opens and Derek makes his way in.

I don't like the fact that this man has the keys to our
rooms and he can come in and out as he pleases.

What if he locks himself in with me and tries to
sleep with me?

Who will I cry to? Who will help me?
[just don't trust him, the way he looks at me is no



different from those men we serve at the club.
What is he doing here this late anyway?

Derek:"hey, I bought your bags for you, I need you to
take things that are valuable to you, except for your
clothes, you not allowed to wear your old clothes™

He puts my tom back on the bed.

[ didn't think they had my bag, how can they even
think there's something valuable here, I was never
worth getting something valuable for.

I check my bag anyway.

I find my forms, it's my acceptance letters from the
universities.

I take them out then give him back the back

He opens the door and two ladies walk in with big
suitcases, two on each hand.

They leave them on the floor then head out
Derek:"these are your new things that you'll need"
Me:"thank you"



Derek:"T hope you've already had your supper?"
Me(nods):"yes, IT have"

Derek:"okay, goodnight then"

Me:"night"

He walks out, he doesn't lock the door.

I look at the door and notice he left the keys forme.
I guess he forgot them.

I the lock the door myself.

I open the suitcases, I can't believe this, so many
clothes and shoes.

I smell them, they are new indeed.
There's also nice pairs of underwear.
These are really nice panties and bras

There's also toiletries including nice colognes.
These things look expensive.

Wow, I've never had someone buy me new clothes
before.

I feel tears threaten me, I've never owned most of



the things that they bought for me here.

It's too much and I'm confused on whether I should
be grateful, cause Istill don't like the fact that I'm
here, but I like the way I'm treated.

I'm having mixed emotions.

[ excitedly try on my new underwear.

I look at myself on the mirror.

Me:"Thulile, how does this underwear look on me?"
I smile with attitude

Me:"I know right, it suits me"

[laugh at myself and wipe a tear that managed to
escape.

Iwish I could flaunt my new clothes the way they
flaunted theirs on me.

I take off the underwear and put on my new
pyjamas.

I pack my stuff neatly in the big closest
A knock comes through my door.



I stand next to the door.

Me:"wwhoo is it?"

"It's me”

I open the door and we attack each other with a hug
Me:"what are yyou doing here?"

Presh:"they left the keys"

Me:"for you too!?"

She nods making her way to my bed

Presh:"wow, your room is beautiful”

Me:"and your?"

Presh:"it's the same as yours, you also got new
clothes?"

[ go sit next to her
Me:"yeah"
Presh:"they being too nice to us, it scares me"

Me:"at least we know wwwhat they want from us
now"



Presh:"just imagine, having our virginity broken to
an old man who's probably married, and get money
In return”

Me(sighs):"definitely nnot the way I imagined it
would be"

Presh:"and do you think they'll care about being
gentle? Nope. I think I have an idea though"

I shrug my shoulders curious on what she has to
say

Presh:"it will be a while before we get promoted to
that level of sleeping with men. What if we use this
time to get boyfriends"

She has me confused as a chameleon in a bag of
Skittles

Me:"h hhow will that help?"

Presh:"well, if we have boyfriends, we'll be in a
relations hip with them, they'll love and treat us well,
because they'll claim to be in "love" with us, then
when it's time to have sex with them, they'll be
gentle and romantic, probably give us a better



experience than having sex with a stranger who'll
do whatever he wants roughly and throw money at
uS "

I look at her for a while trying to digest what she
just said

Me:"wwhat will be the difference, th they'll still be
rough and throw money at us either way, we'll still
feel cheap and disgusting”

Presh:"you don't get what I'm saying, I'm saying let's
get boyfriends, who'll pave the way forus, I hear
breaking virginity is a painful experience, let's at
least do it with people who'll have our feelings in
interest, who'll make the experience better, so that
when the time comes to sleep with those men, we
will not feel much pain, we can't let them take our
pride and joy while they take our dignity"

Me:"mmbh, boyfriends? What iiff I don't find
someone Ilove?"

Presh:"it's not about finding someone you love, it's
about finding someone who'll love you"

Me:"hhow will I do that? Have you sseen me?"



Her eyes widen

Presh:"Yes! The real question is, have you seen
yourself? You beautiful Amahle, it'll be easy for you
to get a boyfriend, and if you having problems, I'll
help you"

Me:"II don't know presh, finding a guy, if it happens
he does fall in love with me..bbut I'll be using him
just to get a good experience with sex? That's not
how I imagined getting my first boyfriend"

She giggles
Presh:"first? You've never dated before?"
I shake my head

Presh:'T'm sorry babe, In my mind this idea made
sense, it's probably a bad idea. It's just I didn't want
us to give our virginity to people who'll probably not
even care about us or how we feel.

[ was thinking of all that pain, I want our first time to
be special. Even if we don't love the guys, but they'll
love us and they'll want to make it the best
experience forus"



She is making sense the more she talks.

Even if it's not the ideal way I thought I'd lose my
virginity, I didn't even think I'd lose it this soon, I
thought maybe when I'm in my twenties when I'm
done with my degree, with my boyfriend whom we
would have been dating for seven years throughout
varsity. Then we'd get mairied after two years
working.

Then in our early thirties we'd start a family.
Yeah well 1 guess I can forget about that.

Guess it was all just a fairytale, the real world had
other plans forme.

Presh:"it's okay if you think it's a bad idea, just think
about it though"

Me:'Tll think about it"
Presh:"let me help you with these"

She helps me arrange my closet, while she insists I
try on some of the clothes for her.

She teaches me how to walk with heals,



I keep falling and we'd laugh at how terrible I am.

The next morming

Noah

"Baby! I'm cumming!"
[ bust in her and she releases as well.
[ kiss herlips and get off her

Lulama:"woow I could get used to being woken up
like this"

Me:"you've been patient enough with me, you
deserve it"



I head to the bathroom.

This bitch has been sleeping around, she's too
loose for someone who hasn't been getting any for
months now.

[ wipe myself and throw the condom in the bin, I
look in the bin for a while as I notice another
condom.

My suspicions have been confirmed she's sleeping
around.

What agitates me is that she's doing it in my bed,
that's just pure disrespect.

I hate being disrespected.
I take a shower.

After a while I walk back to the room and get myself
ready for work

Lulama:"baby?"
Me:"mmh?"

Lulama:"s 0 when are you taking me to Paris like you
promised?"



Me:"don't worry about it babe, very soon"
Lulama:'Tjust can't wait"

She comes towards me and wraps her hands
around me from behind.

Lulama:"T missed you so much, Iwas so lonely
without you"

I remove her arms from me as I dress up.
Me:"lonely huh?"
She sits back on the bed

Lulama:"yes babe, well Blair was company
sometimes but it's not the same"

Me:"right"
(Silence)
[ put on my s hirt

Me:"have you heard anything from varsity? Have
you been accepted anywhere?"

Lulama:"oh that, I haven't checked, I'll ask Dad"
I shake my head



Me:"is your Dad the one going to university? When
will you start taking your future seriously Lulama?"

She rolls her eyes as she sinks in bed
Lulama:'T am taking it seriously, I'll check okay"
Me:"what did you apply to study?"

Lulama:"T applied for media studies"

Me:"and?"

Lulama:" my second choice was public
adminis tration"

Me:" are you not interested in Law? I mean Padm is
related to law, why don't you just do Law? Or
medicine? Or go into Economics? You know, a
degree that'll take you far really quick?"

Lulama:'Tm not interested in all that, it's too much
work"

Me:" is media something you passionate about?"

She shrugs her shoulders
Me:"is there anything you passionate about?"



Lulama:"this conversation is boring me"

Isigh as Isit on the edge of the bed and put on my
shoes.

I notice something shiny peeking from under the
bed.

[ grab it, it's a watch.

I turn to look at her

Me:"who's is this?"

She sits up

Lulama:"TI don't know...is it not yours?"

Me(chuckles):"first a condom in my bathroom now
this under my bed? You are really disrespecting me
aren't you?"

[ throw it to her

I get up and take my stuff

Me:"we'll deal with this when I get back from work"
[ throw my things in the car and drive off.



skekeskeskekek

"What's done in darkness, will come to light" (bible)
skekeskeskek
To be continued
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Me:"thank you, it's good doing business with you"
Him:"likewis e, we'll keep in touch"

He makes his way out

I sit back down on my chair and breath out

I take my phone and make a call

"Ntwana yam"

(Lil bro)

Me:"what's Gucci baby..you know the viiibes!"

He burst into laughter

"it's all Gucci baby, what's puppy wittu niggar”
Me:"it's all vibes man we vibing"

"That's what's up bro"

Me(laughing):"you an idiot though"
"(Laughing)You a bad influence"

Me:"yeah whatever man, I called you for business™

"And here I thought my lil pukununu brother missed



me"

Me:"fuck you man who you calling pukununu?"
"You didn't mind when you were still a baby"
Me:"do Ilook like a baby now?"

"Welll you are still my baby brother”

Me:"mxm whatever, are you back from your
something came up trip?"

"Yeah drove up yesterday"

Me:"ohh okay, I guess we could meet up later and
discuss business, I have good news"

"It's a date...just name the time and place"

Me:"T don't know, how about the club? It's Saturday
after all?"

"It's cool with me"
Me:'Tll see you later then"

"Yeah, I also have something to tell you, it's not
good news though"

Me:"then I guess we'll need some strong drinks



either way"

"Yeah, let me get back to work"

Me:"okay, shap"

"Love you bro"

Me:"yeh yeh stop with that already, I know okay"
"Oh so you not going to say it back?"

Me:"jeez man, [ stan you too, bye!"

He laughs as I hang up on him

I shake my head laughing.

This guy still treats me like the little brother I was
years ago, when I was scared and he was the one
always protecting me from bullies.

[ guess Tunderstand why he's still like this, he
practically fathered me.

While dad was busy beating mom, focused on his
thug hustle, always attracting gang fights to our
neighborhood, putting our lives at risk and busy
going in and out of prison.



He's the one who taught me how to stand up for
myself, he tried to make sure I didn't get to witness
what dad was doing to mom by hiding me in the
room and making us close our ears while we sing
out loud.

Our bond as brothers runs very deep.

That is why lulama and I are so wrong by doing
behind his back and I should seriously end it.

But I always find myself going back to her.

It's just we had a relations hip together before we
knew she was going to marry my brother. When
they got married we was supposed to officially
break up and we did, then I don't know what
happened.

A call comes through I pick it up
"Lowell?"

Think of the devil
Me:"hey sexy"



"We have a problem"
Me:"what is it?"

"Noah found your watch, it was under the bed! Shit
I'm panicking! What if he wants a divorce!?"

[sit up

Me:"the fuck Lulu? How didn't you stumble upon it
while cleaning your room?"

"The helper cleans not me..Lowell! He's going to
leave me, (crying) I can't afford to lose him Lowell"

My heart sinks at her words.
I thought I was the one she couldn't afford to lose?
Me:"it's not like you really loved him anyway"

"What are you talking about, Ilove Noah, I can'tlose
him Lowell, what am I going to do?"

Me:"The actual fuck Lulama? You told
me...(sighs)...okay, what did he say?"

"He said he'll deal with me after work"

Me:"don't worry he won't divorce you, even if he



wanted to, so you won't lose him"
She sighs relieved

Me:"he'll probably give you some sort of
punis hment though, it won't be a nice one"

"Anything as long as he won't leave me"

Me(scoffs):"yeah well good luck with whatever
explanation you will tell him, but whatever you say,
keep my name off your lips"

"What am I supposed to say, please, help me, I'm
panicking"

Me:"you a big girl Lulu you'll figure it out, just keep
my name out of it"

She sighs

"I thought you were going to help me"

Me:"you can tell him that you bought the watch for
him, you thought you missed placed it and you were
going to give it to him when he gets back"

"Okay I could work with that, but what about the
condom? He found used condom in the bin"



[ sigh defeated

Me:"shit lulama, didn't you hide the tracks? You
knew that you cheating didn't you check if there
wasn't anything that'll get you busted?"

"(Tearfully) stop shouting at me, I called you to help
me cause you are also part of this as Tam"

Me:"fuck! Well you could pay the helper to confess
that she had sex in your bed while you were gone,
she bought her boyfriend over and they had sex,
she disposed the condom in your bin and forgot to
throw it out”

"Yeah, that's a genius idea Lowell, that's why I love
you, I knew I could count on you"

Me:"yeah whatever, my brotheris not an idiot, so
you should make it really believable, and start
rehearsing your acting skills"

"Okay, I lov....
[ hang up

I brush my hands over my face as I sink in my chair



Amahle

"How about that guy?"
Me:"No, not interested"
Presh:"uhhh that guy is hot"

Me:"hhe looks like he's ttoo full of himself...ddid you
see how he's been rudely addressing the other
waitresses?"

She huffs

Presh:"come on Amahle, we've been at this since
morning, you know you can't be too picky right?



Cause you can't expect love at first sight in the
situation we in"

Me:'T hhate this, I don't want a boyfriend right now,
aall Iwant is to get out of here and go study sssso I
can save people's lives"

She stands infront of me and puts her hands on my
shoulders.

Presh:"Tknow hle hle and I want the same for you
and myself. But we in this mess now, let's focus on
surviving this place first, once we've learnt survival,
we'll find a way out I'm s ure"

I look away from her

Me(sighs):"lllet's get back to work,, bbefore we find
out what they do to slackers™"

We go about our different ways as she heads to the
restaurant area to collect some grilled meat to serve,
while I head to the bar.

Me:'Td like two vodka martinis and three vodka
watermelon cocktails"

"Coming right up"



I lean against the bar table waiting for the drinks
"Pssst”

I look at my nails, I should get them cut, they've
grown to be too long for my licking

"Pssst ey darkie"

Ilook besides me, there's a guys smiling at me.
He signals me to come to him

[ mouth "T'm busy"

He puts his hands together pleading.

I should probably go up to him, he's a customer
after all.

[ walk up to him
Me:"can I help you?"

Him:"Yes, I wanted to know on which days do you
do stripping, I'd love to come watch you"

My jaw almost drops but I hold it in position.
I can't believe he called me for something so stupid.

Me:"TI'm not in that department"



Him:"aww bummer, I'd come everyday to watch
you"

"Your drinks!"
Ilook back at the bartender
Me:"T hhave to go"

Him:"when you done, please do come take my
order”

I nod then walk away. I can feel his eyes peirce
through my skin as he blows a whistle.

Me:"thanks J ustin"

J ustin:"you looked pissed, was that man giving you
trouble?"

Me:"yyou know how they are"
J ustin:"I should claim you so they can back oftf"
Me(chuckles):"nnoo that won't be necessary"

J ustin:"why not, we'd make a killer couple, plus Tl
always be here to protect you from these
predictors”



He flashes a smile at me, I shake my head as I go to
serve the group of girls in their seats.

Me:"your drink ladies"
"Thank you"
I turn to walk away

"What the fuck!?"

I turn back to look at them, a few eyes looked their
way

Me:"i11s there something wrong?"

Lady 1:"we asked for three vodka martinis and two
vodka watermelon cocktails, you gave us the total

opposite, on top of that you took your own sweet
time with our drink!"

She's raising her voice, since the music in the club
is loud she only attracted a few eyes.

Me:"TIT'm sssoo sorry...IITll go get your vodka
martini"

Lady 2"And I'm not paying for this extra drink!"
Lady 2:"argh she can't even speak properly, so



unprofessional”
I walk away with a tale between my legs

Me:"J ustin, I T kinda mmessed up the drinks,
plplease give me one extra martini"

J ustin:"don't worry, these things happen all the
time"

He says mixing the drinks

Me:"iiff she complaines, what's gonna happen to
me?"

J ustin:" you'll probably get a word from the boss but
nothing major, cause these things happen all the
time, relax”

My hands are now shaking like crazy
Me:"you sure the bboss won't beat me up?"
J ustin:"hell no, it doesn't work that way around here"

I shake my head. Why are you so clumsy Amahle,
these people practically own me, they can do as
they please with me.

People in charge hate clumsy people like me. I'll



definitely get a slap across my face. I should
actually, it'll make me feel better for messing up

J ustin:"Amahle!?"

I startle and look up at him

J ustin:"the drink"

Me:"oh, thanks"

I shyly walk back to the group of girls and give them
their drinks.

They give me nasty looks as I turn and head back to
the bar.

Noah



We make ourway to our private spot.

By the vvip section, it's where we usually chill, if we
hanging with the guys.

There's a few guys with their women.

We go sit at the other end

Lowell:"are you feeling the viiibes bro"

[laugh

Me:"let the drinks come up bro, I need a drink"

Lowell:"Candice will be up here any minute now with
them"

A song plays loudly throughout the club

We look at each other

Lowell:'T said that I'mma ride for my motherfuckin
nigga“

Me:"Most likely I'mma die with my finger on the
trigger”

Lowell:'Tve been grindin outside all day with my
niggas"



Me:"And I ain't goin' in unless I'm with my niggas"
We get up and start dancing to it

Me:"My nigga my nigga"
Lowell:"my nigga my nigga"

My nigga, my nigga (my motherfuckin' niggas)
My nigga, my nigga (my nigga, my nigga)
My nigga, my nigga
Duh

Me:"First thing's first I love all my niggas
This rap shit cracked and I involve my niggas"

Lowell:"You lookin' for some lean, lemme call my
nigga“

Me:"He sell it for the high, I need all mines nigga"



Lowell:"Some niggas smoke smoke, some niggas
drink drank"

Me:"Got niggas on the block with the glock that
don't think"

We sing and dance throughout the whole

Lowell:"My niggas, my niggas
I need a set of wings 'cause I'm too fly, nigga"

Me:"And I'm all about my business like a suit and tie
nigga
I ride for my niggas"

We laugh and as we fist and shoulder bump before
sitting down

We notice a few eyes looking our way



Lowell:"that's our jam man"

Me:'"T see you still got the moves"
Lowell:"it's been a while but we still got it"
Candice:"here are your drinks"

She puts them on the table between us.

My eyes land on herass as she bent over with her
back on me.

Me:"are you trying to seduce me Candy?"

She giggles as she stands up straight
Candice:"No, that's not what I'm doing"
Lowell:"she knows that she has an ass fordays"
She rolls her eyes smiling

Candice:'T'm sorry but I won't be available to serve
you more drinks for the rest of the night, 'm booked
at the stage"

Lowell:"no problem Candy, how about you ask one
of the newbies to serve us"

Me:"ohh yes, I'd like to meet one of them, I haven't



met them yet...are they good? Settling well? How
much did you get them for?"

Lowell:"oh yeah we haven't had this conversation
yet"

Candice:'Tll go call one of them to serve y'all with
your usuals ?"

Lowell:"yes, please"

She sways heras she disappears to the crowd, my
eyes land back at Lowell who also has wondering
eyes.

Lowell:"sheesh, Candice neh"

Me:"you looking at it as if you've never hit it yet?"
Lowell:"she's walking as if she still wants more"
I chuckle as I grab my glass of whiskey.

I gulp it down and take my other glass and take a
SIp on it.

Me:"tell me all about business, what's puppy?"

He chortles as he takes a sip on his drink.



Lowell:'T got three girls from KZN, they still young
and very fresh. They were quite expensive but worth
it. Alot of our regulars were already calling me and
complimenting yesterday. It's the first time we got
compliments on the first day. Imagine in a week,
they'll have this place more crowded than it already
i

Me(sips on the drink):" mmbh that is very good.
Impressive, I should come observe them in action
sometime"

Lowell:"you should"
Me:"what about the other business"

Lowell:"yes, I can say that, I'm elevating that
company to greater heights, we just signed a big
deal, the biggest infrastructure architecture. Bro, we
no more dealing with small buildings now, we
moving to roads, airports and s hit"

[laugh

Me:"that is good bro, I see me marrying that bitch
didn't go to complete waste, the fatheris spreading
the word to his connections”



Lowell:"yeah"

Me:'Tstill don't get why dad doesn't just let you take
over this company, you obviously have more
passion forit than I do, and I'm now a full time
manager and doctor at the hospital. I don't see

mys elf quitting anytime soon"

Lowell:"yeah well you the older brother;, in his eyes
I'm just a boy"

Me (sighs):" your fatheris a hard head"
Lowell:"so what did you need to tell me?"
My body tenses as I think about it

Me:"can you believe my so called wife is cheating
on me?"

He sips his drink

Lowell:"what gives you that idea? You caught her on
the act?"

I shake my head

Me:"No, I found a man's watch under my bed and a
used condom on my bin, fuck, I've never felt so



disrespected be in my own home. In my bed even?
Imagine? She probably didn't even change the
sheets, I slept in that niggars dry sweat and
sperms”

My body shivers in disgust

Lowell:"shit, that is fucked up bro, that is disgusting
and very disrespectful, what did you do?"

Me:"told herI was going to deal with her after work.

I don't even have the energy to deal with her. I
thought afterI clear my head on the trip I went to I'd
come back and try to make things work between us,
but she just disappointed me man, I don't know if I
can trust her, and it's like the more she talks the
more she tums me off. That gird has no dreams no
passion for anything no goals? I mean, what kind of
wife am I married to? All she knows is asking me for
expensive things and going to Paris"

Lowell:"already?"
I raise my brow

Me:'"Dude? It hasn't even been six months"



He laughs a bit

Me:"I seriously don't know what I'm gonna do with
that gir, really"

Amahle

"Indigo"
I turn to be met by Candice

Candice:'Tneed you to go serve two of our special
guests at the vvip area upstairs"

Me:"oh, okay"
She gives me a piece of paper

Candice:"these are the drinks they'll be having"



I nod as Itake the piece of paper from her.
"Aahhh"

A sharp pain stabs me from my lower abdomen
Candice:"are you okay?"

I nod

Me:"aahhh nnoo I'm not okay aahh"

The pain is getting worse, it's as though my insides
are on fire

My screams get louder

Candice:"okay, uhm J ustin, tell Precious to serve the
guests on the vvip, tell one of the otherladies to
direct her"

She holds me and helps me towards the lift.
Not this thing again.

"Aahhh mmmbhbh itss painful"

I feel tears well up my eyes

We get to my room, she helps me sit on the bed but
[ sink to the floor instead and curve myself into a



ball

Candice:"what could be wrong? Are you having
period pains”

I shrug my shoulders.

Ilet go of my tears and allow myself to cry.
Me(crying):"Tm buurrning!"

Candice:"okay okay wait, uhm...

She walks away then comes back to me

Candice:"here's some water, let me call someone to
help"

Lowell



Me:"she needs to be taught a lesson”

Noah:"oh I'll teach her, one she'll never forget"
Me:"oh boi I wonder what you going to do to the gid"
Noah:'T1l take a video for you"

Me:"shit, I don't think I wanna know"

"Your drinks gentlemen"

[look up and it's one of the newbies

Me:"oh, thank you miss"

She puts our drinks down, Noah looks at me
Impressed.

Me:"and you must be....uhm...Bu..Ama..
"Precious”
Me:"ohh yes, I get your names mixed up"

Noah:"she really is a precious one ain't she, I hear
you got the club buzzing since your arrval"

She smiles shyly

Noah:'T hope you are treated as precious as you are
and no one has mistreated you yet?"



She shakes her head

Precious:" no one has mistreated us"

Me:"good, cause I'd sue the owners of this place"
She smiles avoiding eye contact

Me:"you may be excused sweetheart"

She walks away

We look at each other

Noah:"wow, she's hot"

Me(chortles):"oh you think she's hot? Wait until you
meet the other one"

Noah:"impossible, you mean she's not the hottest?"

Me:"Bro, who am I? I don't spend my money on
anything...and get this"

I sit on the edge of my seat as Itry to get closerto
him

Me:"they still sealed"

Noah:"virgins ?"

Me:"yeah, but only two of them, the other one is not"



Noah:"No man, why did you get virgins, s hit, think
about it man, who'll break their innocence? Those
old hungry men? Their first time will be with these
mairied bastards who'll give them the worst
experience. It'll break them man, you shouldn't have
bought virgins"

I sit back
Me:"oh shit, I didn't even think about it much"

"Boss, Amahle one of the new girls! I don't know
what's wrong with her but she's in alot of pain and I
don't know what to do with her?"

Me:"okay, we'll be right up"
Ilook at Noah
Me:"we should go check on her”"

Noah(sighs):"it's really late, I had a long day, I'll get
going, whatever it is I'm sure you can handle it"

Me:"of cause, you go handle your business™
We stand up

Noah:'T'm not in the mood for drama really. You



know where I keep the medication in the club office
right?"

Me:"yeah I do"
We say our goodbyes.

Irush across the club to the lift as T head up to the
fourth floor.

skekeskesksk

"The greatest evil is physical pain"
(Saint Augustine)
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To be continued
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I make my way out of the lift.

My eyes wonder on where the room may be.

"This way sir!"

Candice shouts peeking her head through the door

I rush to the room as her screams fill up the whole
passage.

I find the gir on the floor holding her tummy while
curled up on the floor crying painfully.

Me:"what's happening with her?"



Candice:"T don't know, maybe it's period pains,
some people experience severe ones. She was also
addicted to the drug they were injected with. Maybe
she's having side effects?"

Me:"okay...uhm"
I crouch down to her

Me:'little miss, I need you to tell me where exactly
does it hurt?"

She just cries with her eyes closed rubbing the
lower parts of her tummy.

Me:"please hang in there, 'mma go get something
that might help you"

[ head down to the very last floor before the
basement.

I make my way in the office.

[ put my finger print and the metal door slides open.
I go to the section with the medication.

I don't even know which to take.

I take my phone from my pocket and dial Noah.



Me:"hey man, this girl is in serious pain, I don't think
normal pain killers will help. Is there anything here
stronger that can help?"

"Okay, tell me where is she feeling the pain?"

Me:"T think around her abdomen, Candice thinks it's
period pains, but we not sure?"

"Okay, look for pills written Alodrox. Those are
strong pills they'll ease the pain. And then...

Me:"wait wait...let me look for it...ahh got it"

"Okay now look for Aztreonam they written Aztreo
they should be right next to the Alodrox"

Me:"ohh got it"

"Yeah those are the strongest pills for abdominal
pain. Call me later and update me. If they don't work
after thirty minutes to an hour, take her to hospital..
but she should pass out after five minutes™

Me:"okay cool, thanks Doc"
"Sure thing, bye"
I hang up and head up with the medication.



Me:"there you go little miss, drink up, it'll help with
the pain”

I stretch out the pills to her, but she doesn't reach to
take them

Her:'iits paaainful”
Me:"okay, open you mouth then"
She parts herlips

I throw In one pill. I take the water beside her and
help her drink

I do the same for the rest of the pills.

Me:"you should feel better after a few minutes”
She nods while crying silently.

Me:"you should rest on the bed for comfort"

I pick her up and place her gently on the bed
She has hereyes closed

Candice:"Tshould get going people are probably
complaining?"



Me:"yeah sure you can go, I'll stay"

She walks out closing the door behind her.
I move away from the bed.

I take a chair and place it next to her bed.

[ watch her as she twists and tuns in pain.
Me:"is it getting any better?"

She shakes her head, tears still streaming on the
sides of herface.

I take my phone and call Noah

Me:"man, she's in too much pain, it's hard to watch"
"Try massaging her tummy on the area that hurts”
Me:"what? I can't do that"

"Dude just leave your homy mind aside and do this
for the girl, massaging can help, make sure your
hands are warm, or place a wet towel on the area”

Me(sighs):"okay"
He drops
Me:"hey"



Her:;"mmh?"

Me:"uhm..the doctorsays I should try massaging
where it hurts"

She opens her eyes and they instantly lock with
mine.

Her:"you?"

Me:"Twon't do it if you not comfortable”
Her:"nnno it's fine...it bums ssso bad"

I move the chair closer.

My hands nervously move towards her tummy as I
lift her shirt up until it was right under her breasts.

I stand up

Me:'T should warm my hands first"

Her:"No! Don't, mmaybe cold hands will...ahh"

I sit back down

Her:"they'll cool ththe heat"

I place my shaking hand in the middle of her tummy

Me:"Is it here"



She shakes her head

Her:"a a bit down"

I move it a bit down under her belly button.
Her:"down"

I move it down to her pelvic area it's really hot
Her:"yeah, 1right there"

I massage hersoftly, she lets out soft moans her
eyes closed with her forehead crissed in pain

I continue massaging her. It's becoming a bit
awkward for me.

She has really clear dark skin, it's nice, smooth and
shiney, it's perfect.

Me:"you buming up, I'll go wet a towel with cold
water for you"

She nods
I get up and head to the bathroom.
I look at my pants.

Fuck! This is really not the time to be having a boner.



The poor gir is in pain and all my dick can think
about is itself, how selfish.

I take her towel and wet it with cold water.

I walk back to the room, luckily her eyes are still
closed

I place the cold towel on her pelvic area.

"Mmmbhh aahhh"

Her moans take me by surprise, she seems to be
liking the cold towel

Me:"does that feel good?"
Her:"yess™

Me:"damn the towel is already warm. Let me go wet
it again”

She nods

I go wet it then come back and place it on her
She seems calmer now

Me:"are you feeling better?"

She nods



Her:"a bit"
(Silence)

Amahle

The pain has now cooled down.

Thank God. I thought I was dying.

I wonder what caused it, I've never

been the type to get period pains, but I'm

pretty sure they not suppose to hurt like this. Even if
they do hurt but not in this way. Right?



The gentleman next to me helped ease the pain, his
cold hands did something.

Even though I wasn't comfortable with

him touching me so close to my delicate
places, it was awkward but it helped.

The cold towel was even better.

I know this guy from somewhere, it's

not my first time seeing him.

Does he work here too?

Me:"Do you work here?"

He removes his eyes from my tummy to my eyes
Him:"uhm yeah, kind of"

Me:"bbbut I thought you were just a guest?"

Him(chuckles):"yeah I only said that cause I didn't
want to intimidate you.

I'm kind of the manger of this place"

I sit up and remove his hands from me.



Fear overwhelms me.

Me:"s0 so you the one who sent Derek to buy us,you
you work with people who traffic girls?"

He frowns

Me:"Ng ngiyaxolisa, I didn't mean tto say that" (I'm
so1ry)

Him:"well the owner of this place is behind all that,
not me, I don't own this place, Ijust work as a
manager. I also take orders”

I look down embarrassed.

I sure do talk alot for someone who doesn't talk alot
Me:"I I'm sorry, I thought...

Him:"it's okay I understand"

(Awkward silence)

Me:"ukuthi nje (it's just that), IT hate that I'm here, I
hate the people who took me from home, I hate the
people who sold me and I hate the people who
bought me, all of it I I hhate them with passion”



Him:"as you should, you didn't deserve what
happened to you. I'm sorry"

Me:"it's not your fault”

Him:"uhm, are you feeling much better now?"
A long yawn escapes my mouth
Me:"yes, I'm better now"

He slightly smiles

Him:"have a good night Little Miss"

He gets up and heads for the door
Me:"wait"

He looks at me

Me:"thank you"

Him(smiles):"you welcome Amahle"
Me:"wh what's your name?"
Him:"Lowell or you can call me lulonke"
Me:"Tulonke"

Him:"it was nice meeting you, I hope we bump into



each other more often"

I smile as I shy away from his peircing eyes.
He walks out.

I remove the towel from my tummy

I go run cold water in the bathtub.

[ get in, it takes my a while before I get comfortable
with the coldness.

[ wake up after a while as I realize I fell asleep in the
tub.

I dry myself and head to bed.

Lulama



I'm pacing up and down.

Noah is not back yet and he's not picking up my
calls.

I'm getting very worried, I know his mad at me but I
hope he's not doing anything stupid with someone
else.

I hear the door opening.

I run down to the door

Me:"baby! Iwas so worried"

My jaw drops when a gids follows him inside.
Me:"what's going on? Who's this?"

They pass me as he pulls her hand leading herto
our bedroom.

Me:"what the fuck! Where are you taking this bitch!
Noah!"

I follow behind
He reeks of alcohol



He lets hersit on the bed as he takes off his clothes.
It's as if 'm not even here.

Me:"Noah! You are not about to do what I think you
about to do?"

Noah:'T'm just returning the disrespect honey, don't
worry, I won't be long"

Me:"No!"

[ attempt to walk out

"Don't you move another muscle”

I turn to look back at him and he's carrying a gun
Noah:"sit down"

I walk towards the chair and sit facing the bed

He takes the gid's clothes off and pushes herto lay
on the bed, she moves her body up to the top end of
the bed.

He makes her sit on top of him as they kiss.

Tears stream down my face as my heart clenches
In pain.



She moves herwaist in circles on his dick.

Me:"please, Noah, don't do this, please, I promise, I'll
be a good wife. I didn't cheat on you! The maid
confessed, while I was gone she slept on our bed
with her boyfriend! I swear, I'm telling you the truth!"

He moves her away from him

With eyes full of rage he looks at me.
Noah:"you didn't cheat?"

I shake my head continuously

Me:"T swear, she confessed and I fired her, you can
call her and ask. I'd never cheat on you Noah, I love
and respect you too much. You know this"

He slowly walks up to me.

I stand as I move away.

He grabs me by the neck

Noah:"where's the watch?"

I point at the drawer by the dressing table.

Noah:" I will not do what I was about to do. But I will



find out who was on my bed while I was gone. And
when I do, I'll find out the truth about what
happened, once I find the truth and it turns out that
you are lying to me. You don't wish to know what
I'm capable of"

I nod, he lets go of my neck that he was holding
firmly.
He walks up to the other girl and seductively kisses

her once more.

Noah(whispers):"get dressed, you can use the guest
room, I'll take you home tomorrow morning, it's late"

She nods, they kiss again as she sways her hips out
the door.

Me:"you going to let her sleep here? Isn't that
disrespecting me?"

Noah:"you want me to let her go home in the middle
of the night?"

Me:"The fuck do I care!! 'm not going to let another
bitch who just kissed my husband infront of me
sleep in my house!! Over my dead body!"



I head out straight to the kitchen.
I boil water in the kettle.

Once it's done I take the kettle and head to the
guest room

Me:"No slut is sleeping in my house!"
I get to the room.

Me:'"leave!"

Her:"excuse me?"

Me:"Isaid leave bitch! Before I burn you with this
boiling water”

She gets up
Her:"are you crazy? I..
I spill a bit on her feet she screams

I feel strong arms around me as the kettle leaves
my hands.

He throws me over his shoulder

Noah(to the gir):"soak your feet in cold water, I'll be
right back to give you something that'll help for the



bumt skin"

He heads out, it's no use trying to fight him, his
arms are too strong.

He throws me on the bed

Noah:"the fuck!? Are you out of your fucking mind?
Don't piss me off Lulama cause I swear to God,
(softly) you will see my melancholy relentless side.
And once you've seen it, you might not live to tell
the tale"

I feel the urge to pee as I fear for my life
His eyes promising me death.
Me:"yyou huuurtin me!"

He lets go of my shoulders which he was squeezing
so tight leaving a buming pain, I rub them as I move
to the far end of the bed, away from him.

He makes his way out.

I never thought of Noah as a violent person. He's
always so kind and sweet to people. Maybe I don't
know him like I thought I did. Who am I married to?



That was not the Noah I knew.

kekeskskekek

"Suspecting and knowing are not the same"
skekskeksksksk
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"Ssssssssss!”
I move back slowly
"SSSSSSSsss”

My whole body is palpitating in fear as the big
brown snake with black patches moves closerto
me.

Me:"ngiyacela! Cela ungixolele! Ungangibulali!"
(Ibeg you! Please have mercy on me! Don't kill me!)

It moves closer, I try to run but my legs keep sinking
to the muddy ground.

[ use all the strength in me to keep running, I notice
a river, I ran towards it but before I could reach the
snake wraps itself around my legs

Me:"aahhh! Help! Sizani bo! Ngiyacela bandle!



(Help! Please! Please!)

It wraps itself further upper my body squeezing me,
it's skin burning my body, without showing its face
to me.

Me:"ppplease!!”
Im struggling to breath as it suffocates me.

skekeskeskek

[ sit up on my butt as I try to catch my breath,
breathing heavily.

I'm soaking wet from the heat Iwas feeling.

I hold my chest, it's as though someone was really
strangling me in my sleep.

It felt so real.
These nightmares are scaring me.

First the man with the soothing voice now breaking
my heart nowit's a snake



squis hing me to death.

Are they dreams of something that'll happen? It's
probably just nightmares.

I don't know what they mean, back at home we were
told that all dreams have a meaning specially
nightmares.

There were dream interpreters and alot of healer
and sangomas from where I come from.

If Dad was alive he'd tell me to go see one.

I'm a bit glad he can't tell me to go see someone
cause God knows, I strongly do not believe in
sangomas and their bones.

[ don't criticis e other beliefs and I don't think that
they are wrong. Ijust choose to be Christian.

I get on my knees on the side of my bed with my
hands together, eyes closed as I face up.



Me:"Lord, 'm here today with open hands and an
open heart, ready to depend on you to help me
through this scary dark journey, and all it will bring
my way. Help me be like Nehemiah, help me come
to you for guidance, strength, provision, and
protection. As Iface tough choices and hard
situations, help me remember my belovedness, help
me remember that I am Your child, and Your
representative to the world around me. Help me live
today in a way that brings honorto Your holy
name.....Lord God, I pray for Your protection as I
begin this day. You are my hiding place, and under
Your wings I can always find refuge. Protect me
from trouble whereverI go, and keep evil far from
me. No matter where I am, I will look at you as my
protector.

The one who fights for me everyday.

Your love and faithfulness along with your
goodness and mercy, surround me daily, so I'will
not fear whatever comes against me.

My trust is in you God, and I give thanks to you, for
your love and protection”



Sighs
Me:"Amen"
[ get up and get myself ready for work.

The lady who does my hair and makeup came and
did my face. She's teaching me how to do it myself,
I'm usually a fast learmer but this makeup thing is
really hard. I don't think I'll master it anytime soon.
It's confusing and I'm not really an artist person. I
can't even draw on paper to save my life, let alone
drawing on my face.

I head down to the club and get to work.
It's not too busy today since it's Sunday.
There's very few people.

Precious and I are sitting by the bar, we putting
drinks in shelves as new stock was delivered.

Buhle is working at the restaurant.

Presh:'T can't believe that happened to you, and you
saying you not on your periods ?"



I shake my head

Me:"No, it's was so painful, I swear, I I thought I was
dying, my insides were burning"

Presh:'Tve never heard of such, I wonder what it
could be"

Me:"Tjust wish there was a way I could go to church,
IIneed God's presence more than ever in my life
right now, the devil is winning in my life and I hate

it"

Presh:"Church...I haven't been there in forever, I
don't even wish to go"

[look at her
Me:"wh why not?"

Presh:"long story...but I get what you saying, maybe
you should ask whoeveris in charge since we are
allowed to go out in public, I'll show you a Church
you can go to"

Me:"hhow? You know your way around here?"

Presh:"yeah, this is where I was taken"



A gasp escapes my mouth

Me:"this is the same place your friends took you?"
She nods

Me:"wwhy didn't you tell me?"

Presh:'T only realized yesterday, when I went to
serve upstairs. Everything was so familiar”

Me:"so this means you are close to home?"
She nods

Me(hopefully):"you you can go visit your grams
anytime, sshe'll be so happy to see you, kumele
uyomvakashela precious”

(You should go visit her precious)

Presh:'"T don't know, I don't want her to see me like
this, working for a club, instead of focusing on
going to university. She'll also want to involve the
police for what happened and want me to come
home. Who knows what these people will do to her.
I don't want to put herlife in danger”

I take a bottle and put it on the top shelf.



Me:"T guess you right"
(Silence)

Presh:"well on lighter news, have you taken interest
on anyone yet?"

Me:"mmh not really..you?"

Presh:'last night I served two gentlemen up at the
vvip area. Wow, Amahle, I think I fell in love"

We burst into laughter.
Me:"in love? So soon, who were the gentlemen?"

Presh:'T don't know they're names, but they were so
kind, specially the guy with the dreadlocks. They
were so handsome, the other one had short hair
with a neat cut"

Me:"sso which one did you fall in love with?"
Presh:"Both!"

We laugh

Me:"are you serious ?"

Presh:"l think I like Mr dreadlocks more, he just had



that thing, you know"
Me:"that thing?"
Presh:"that I can show you the world kinda thing"

Me(laughing):"he he sounds interesting, I'd like to
see this Mrdreadlocks I can show you the world

guy"
Presh:"I imagined you with the low cut fade one and
mys elf with Mr dreadlocks.

I'm sure they would've made our first time
memorable”

Me:"you reckon?"

Presh:"they seem like regulars here. But then again
they look waaaay out of our league, like way way
out. So I guess we should keep looking"

Isigh

Me:"we should stick to the low class guys, the high

class ones, II'm sure they come with high class
drama”

She giggles



"Ladies, I hope you ready for your bartending
training"

We turn to be met by J ustin
J ustin:'T1l be teaching you how to mix drinks"
Me:"okay"

He smiles at me as he bends to take bottles of
alcohol from the bottom shelves.

Precious nudges me

Presh(whispers):"I think J ustin likes you"
I shake my head

Me(whis pering):"umlungu” (he's white)
Presh(laughs):"pho?"( S0?)

J ustin:" come closerladies, I need you to watch
carefully”



Noah

"Mmbh it smells good in here"
She holds me from behind

Me:"thought I should make us breakfast before I go
to work"

I remove the pan from the hot stove.
I dish the eggs on the three plates.
She lets go of me

Lulama:"who's the third plate for?"
Me:"for our guest, remember?"

Lulama:"she's still here? Why hasn't she called an
Uber or something, why is she still in my house!?"

I take bread slices and dish them in the plates.

Me:"we can't let a guest leave in an empty stomach"



Lulama:"she's not a welcomed guest Noah! She's a
whore you were about to shag in front of me!"

Me:"please keep your voice down sweetheart, you
hurting my ears"

Lulama:"Don't fucken tell me to keep my voice down!
[ want that bitch out of my house, I swear Noah! I
will kill her”

I chuckle, I take the food to the dinning table.

The girl comes out from her room, coming towards
us.

Me:"good morning"
Her:"good morning"
Lulama:"it's time to go"
Ilook at her

Me:"Lulama, please, don't be rude, it's not attractive
sweetheart"

Lulama:"No! No I will not stand for this! Not in my
house!"

Me:"point of correction. My house. If you continue



with your madness, you going to make me angry
and I don't feel like being angry this moming"

My head tilts a bit as she has slapped me across
the face.

I feel my blood boil as Ilook at her.

She moves back in fear, I move closerto her, she
staggers back

Me:"go to the room my love, we'll talk about this
once you've calmed down"

I give her a plate.
Me:"you look hungry, go eat, I'll be right with you"

She looks at me confused, she looks at the gir, she
takes her plate, huffs in frustration and heads
ups tairs.

Ilook at the lady.
Me(smiles):"Tm sorry you had to see that"
Her:"it's okay, thanks for the food"

Me:"you welcome, eat up, I just ran out of my
appetite. Let me go dress up so we can leave"



She nods.

[ put my plate in the microwave before heading
ups tairs.

I find her sitting on the bed, her food on the
dressing table.

Me:"aren't you hungry baby? I woke up really early
to prepare you breakfast"

Lulama:"you just did it for that hoe"

Me:"come on, now you know it's not nice to address
people like that"

[ walk closerto her and crouch between herlegs

Me:'"Tdon't like the tone you use to speak to me, you
slapped me, that hurt me, I didn't like it, please don't
do that again. Okay?"

She nods

Me:'Tm talking to you with words, I'd appreciate you
do the same sweetheart"

Lulama:"Yes"

Me:"Yes nja?"



(Yes dog?)
Lulama:"Yes Noah"

Me:"why are you addressing me by my name
sweetheart?"

Lulama:"Yes Babe"
Me:"that's much better”
I kiss her forehead

Me:"let's never disrespect each other again, cause
next time I might not be so patient”

(Silence)

Ilook at her

Me:"should I repeat myself?"

Lulama:"T won't disrespect you again babe"
Me:"that's my girl"

I dress up getting ready for work.

After I'm done I stand in front of her.

I help her get off the bed and stand on her feet.



Me:"I want you to show me your emails from the
Universities when I get back”

She nods
I raise my brow
Lulama:"yes babe, I'll show you"

Me:"good, please ask the helperto cook from now
on"

Lulama:"why? You don't like my food?"

Me:"i don't want to protect you with lies, I'd rather
hurt you with the truth. And the truth is, you need to
take cooking lessons from the helper, your food
makes me wanna puke. I'm sorry if I'm being rude
but it's true"

She sulks, I pull her closerto me
Me:'"T still love you though"

She smiles looking at me
Lulama:"you mean it?"

Me:"of cause I do. If we continue respecting each
other, we can make this marriage work"



She wraps her arms around my neck
Lulama:'Tlove you too"

We share a kiss, I try closing my eyes to feel
something but I fail, I end up opening them.

Ilook at her as she kisses me, she seems to be
enjoying it.

[ pull out

Me:'Tll see you later”

Lowell

"So what do you think?"
(Silence)



"Sir! Hello!"

Fingers snap on my face, I raise my head looking up
Me:"oh uhm where were we?"

Him:"what do you think of my idea?"

I look at his presentation on the projector in front.

Me:"it's good...but it's not great, there's nothing
unique about this, we've done it before. We need
something different”

[ stand up

Me:"come on people, think outside the box, we
competing with huge construction complaines out
there and we've just signed the biggest deal ever,
which could've gone to any other company but they
chose us. Where are your architect creative minds ?"

(Silence)

Me:"you guys disappoint me sometimes, I can't be
coming up with all the ideas, we are a team. We
need to work together. This meeting was a
complete fail, I'm giving you guys another two
weeks to prepare something Great, something Wow.



I need more wows in this boardroom. Come on guys,
I'm counting on y'all. This meeting is dismissed. I'll
see you guys in two weeks time"

Me:"as you guys can see, we having a meeting on a
Sunday when you are supposed to be home with
your families, it comes to show the importance of

this project. Don't worry your overtime will reflect on
your salaries, so don't cry"

There are a fewlaughs

There's shuffling as they get up and make their way
out

Me:"You guys better pull up your socks! Holidays
are approaching, I'm sure you don't want to be

working!"

"Al yoh/ oh hell no/ no way"
They complain as they head out.
I sit on the chair.

**Flas hback™**
Her;"wait"



Ilook at her

Her:"thank you"

Me(smiles):"you welcome Amahle"
Her:"wh what's your name?"
Me:"Lowell or you can call me lulonke"
Her:"Tulonke"

Me:"it was nice meeting you, I hope we bump into
each other more often"

She smiles and looks away shyly from my eyes.
#**End of Flashback*®***

[ find myself smiling to myself

I should go check on the club

I get up and head to my office, I take my car keys,
lock the door and head out

Me:"whoever comes in looking for me, tell them I'll
be back after two hours”

Receptionist:"yes boss, will do"
I head out.



I drive to the club, I have no idea what I'm going to
do there exactly, but I'd like to see her. Even if it's
just a glimpse.

[ can't seem to get her off my mind.

[ head inside
Me:"How's everything going?"

Derek:"nothing much is going on. Besides the fact
that the deliveries for the alcohol was late but I
dealt with it.

It's a Sunday so there's not much going on"
Me:"oh is it?"

Derek:"yeah, I'm surprised you came, you don't
usually come on Sundays?"

Me(Chuckles):"Tneed to surprise y'all once in a
while to see if you not slacking”

He laughs
Derek:"Never"



Me:"so how are the girls doing? What are they up
to?"

Derek:"oh J ustin was training them how to bartend,
teaching them the drinks and how to mix"

I nod
Me:"oh, okay, where are they? Are they still mixing?"
Derek:"yeah they still at it"

Igetup

Me:"okay let me go check on them"
Derek:"of cause"

I head to the bararea

I find the three girls concentrated in what J ustin
was showing them

Me:"] ustin, my man"
We fist bump
J ustin:"Nhlabathi, I didn't expect you today"

Me:"well I'm here, wanna make sure you not
slacking"



He chortles
J ustin:"never"

I look at the girls, my eyes land on her, she's still
concentrated on J ustin as if I'm not standing right
here.

Me:"ladies"

Them:"hey/hi"

Me:"you must be Precious? Right?"
She smiles as she nods

Me:'Tll never forget now"

Ilook at the other girl

Me:"and you must be Buhle for sure”
She smiles

Buhle:"yes"

Me:"and Amahle of cause”

She finally lifts her eyes and they lock with mine.
Me:"how are you feeling today Mahle?"



She clears her throat
Amahle:'T'm feeling much better”

Me:"can you please follow me, I need to give you
something, to help you if you ever feel those pains
again"

She nods as she walks around and comes towards
me.

I lead her to the lift.

[ get in and wait for herto get in as she's a bit
reluctant, but she eventually gets in.

I press the button and the lift goes down.

Ilook at her and she has her hands over her eyes
Me:"are you okay?"

She nods

Me:"why you covering your eyes? Are you afraid of
the Lift?"

She nods
I can't help but smile with the urge to laugh.



My laugh betrays me

She looks up at me
Amahle:"u uyangihleka?"
(You you laughing at me?)

I shake my head as the lift comes to a halt and we
get off. She runs out.

Me:"why are you scared, ayibulali"

(It doesn't kill)

She looks down with her face flushed
Me:"don't worry, it's harmless”

She nods.

Ilead herto the office. She sits on the couch as I
head inside the walk in vault.

I take the pills that I gave her yesterday.
[ hand them to her

Me:"you should probably take these again today,
just to make sure that pain doesn't come back”

Amahle:"thank you"



Me:"you welcome"

(Silence)

Me:"are you always this quiet?"

Amahle:"Nnoo wh what do you want me to say?"

Me:"nothing, I was just worried about you since last
night, I couldn't sleep wondering if that pain ever
came back, are you sleeping peacefully"

Amahle:"it nnever came back"

Me(sighs):"phew, that is the best news I've heard all
dayll

She smiles
Amahle:"lulonke?"

I felt joy ripple through me. I don't understand why?
Is it because she called my name?

Amahle:"uwu'Lulonke angithi?"
(You are Lulonke right?)
Me:"yes, yes that's me"

Amahle:"se senginga hamba?"



(CanIgo now?)
Me:"of cause, yes, let's go"
We head out.

We get in the lift, she covers her eyes once again. I
take her hand, she looks at me.

Me:"just hold my hand, it's okay"
She holds my hand and squeezes it.
She really is scared, her palm is sweating.

The lift stops, she quickly let's go of my hand as we
head back to the bar.

Shit! T hope I didn't scare her. Fuck, I don't where my
smoothness went to, she makes me feel nervous as
hell.

I couldn't even conduct a conversation with her. She
must think I'm being creepy.

Me:"Derek, I think the girls should go rest now. It's
Sunday give them the rest of the day oft™



Derek:"yes Boss, of cause, uNhlabathi omdala yena
uzozwakala nini?"

(When is older Nhlabathi coming to check up?)

Me:"T don't know, since he's married he'll be a bit
scarce at the club, plus he's more invested at the
hospital now"

Derek:"ohh okay, I see"

Me:'Tll see you tomorrow night"

skekeskeskek

"Sometimes it's hard to pray, it's hard to stay
faithful, it's painful. The circumstances are all part
of his plan, even though we don't fully understand,
why the bad things happen to the good

people”( ] essie Smollett)

skekeskeskek

To be continued.



Sorry for the delay I'll post again later to make it up
for yesterday

[12/17,13:22] :Insert14

Me:"are you sure about what you telling me?"



Him:'Tm a forensic scientist, I know what I found"
He hands the watch to me

Me:"it can't be my brother’s fingerprints, it's
probably mine"

Him:"you might be brothers but you have different
fingerprints, you know that doc"

I feel my blood boil, my eye twitches.
I can't believe what hearing

Me:"you mean my brother has been shagging my
wife?"

Him:"T mean, this watch has his fingerprints, your
fingerprints and your wife's"

Me:"he wouldn't do that...he's my brother"
Him:"T'm sorry but that's what I found man"

Me:"okay, thank you man, I can always count on
youll

We shake hands as I get up and make my way out.

I drive back to the hospital



Lulama

I make my way in the restaurant.
I look around and notice him sitting at the far comer.

[ have a scarf wrapped around my neck covering
my nose and mouth with dark shades and a hat. I
don't want to be noticed.

Me:'"Reid"
Reid;"Lulama"

[ pull out the picture from my purse and slide it to
him

Reid;"this is her?"



Me:"yes, I need you to take her and make her life
mis erable"

He looks at the picture
Reid:"she's cute"

Me:"you can keep that one, I want her to regret the
day she ever kissed my husband. Make her aware
that she's there because of being a homewrecker"

Reid:"my clients will enjoy her, I'm not selling this
one, I'll keep her for business"

A smile creeps on my face

"Afternoon, can I take your orders ?"

Reid:"no we still deciding"

Waitress:"okay"

Me(whispers):"do you have the stuff?"

He gives me a small black bag.

[ openit.

Me(smiling):"mmbh looks good...my brown sugar”
I give him his cash.



Me:"good doing business with you"

I get up and walk out.

A month later

"We'll have two glasses of Negroni"
Me:"coming rright up"

J ustin:"start with ice"



Ilook at him, it's like he knew I had no idea where to
start

[ fill the glasses with ice

J ustin:"put some gin"

[ pour some gin

J ustin:"put campari"

Ilook at the drinks, I find it and pour it"

J ustin:" now add a bit of sweet vermouth"

[ pour it in then mix it all together and give the two
ladies

Ilook back at J ustin with a smile
Me:"thanks, you saved me"
J ustin:"anyday it takes time to master mixing"

Me:"hhhave you talked to Presh yet? [ know you've
been crushing on her”

J ustin:"actually..."
He scratches his head
Me(eyes widen):"what happened?"



J ustin:"we kinda kissed a week ago, but then she's
been avoiding me after that, I don't think she likes
me"

Me:"what? But sshe never told me? IT1l talk to her"

J ustin:"Noo please don't, I think we should forget it
ever happened"

I shake my head

Me:"Nnope, first of all she kept this from me, sshe
never keeps such things from me"

J ustin:"it's okay really, I usually get this alot, I'm into
black girls and most of them are never comfortable
being with a white guy"

Me:"precious is not like that, she probably likes you
but she's shy"

"Indigo, you needed at the vvip section"

A smile creeps on my face

Me:"is it Mr Nhlabathi annd his friends again?"
She nods smiling and walks away.

He's been coming here almost everyday and always



Insists on being served by me.

At first he made me nervous, but now we've become
close friends, well I think we friends, because we're
closer and I'm more comfortable around him.

[ found that he's the haircut guy precious was
talking about, I'm still yet to find out the dreadlocks
one she's been obsessed about. I'm starting to think
he's a ghost cause he never comes here, but
precious is sure that he's real and she's always
disappointed when I come up here to serve drinks
and go back telling herIdidn't see him.

[ head up with the usual drinks they order.
Lowell:"if it isn't my favorite waitress"

I smile at him as I put their drinks down
Lowell:"thank you beautiful”

Me:"you welcome"

Lowell:"please do join us"

Me:"TI'm at work, I'm sorry"

Lowell:"so? I won't tell if you don't?"



Me:"Tdon't drink"

Lowell:"you don't have to"

He pats next to him.

[ give in and sit next to him

He's friends are making things awkward.

Lowell:"gentlemen, could you please give us a bit of
space”

They get up and go chill at the other end.
I sit back more relaxed

He stars at me for a while, I lower my eyes as I can't
maintain eye contact

Lowell:"you look so familiar”

Me:"that is not the fffirst you say that"

Lowell:"it's like I've known you for a long time"

Me:"IT hope I don't look like one of your ex
girdfriends"

I cover my mouth and laugh quietly
He smiles showing off his white teeth



Lowell:"Nah, no one measures to you, if there was

I'd be honest and tell you, you definitely one of the
kind"

I try to hold my smile as I feel my cheeks heat up.

I don't know why I'm entertaining him, last time I
checked I don't entertain the male species.

I guess being friends with the male creature won't
come with the consequences of being their partner.

Besides he is a cool guy and I enjoy his company.
Lowell:"how you doing?"

Me:"Tm doing good"

Lowell:"are the pains still bothering you?"

Me:"sometimes, the nnnightmares are the worst, I
feel like I die everyday in my sleep making it hard
for me to wake up"

He looks at me with concem in his eyes

Lowell:"that's not good, I thought going to church
would help”

Me:"l guess it gets rid of the fear for a while, bbut



my dreams are haunting me even in rreal life,
sometimes I see weird things"

Lowell:'Tm sorry you going through that, Iwish
there was something I could do"

Me:"1iits okay"
He takes my hand into his.

I look at it, my heart does that thing it does
everytime he touches me.

He moves my chin to look up at him

Lowell:"well, I have some good news, hopefully
they'll get rid of these nightmares™

Me:"ggood news? For me? That's a first, what is it?"

Lowell:'Tm not allowed to do this for anyone
Amahle, this is against our policy in the club"

Me:"what is it? Are yyou breaking me out of here?"

I question jokingly before Ilaugh, he laughs.

Lowell:"well unfortunately I can't do that, but I talked

to the big boss of this place about you going to
varsity”



I sit up straight as Ilisten attentively

Lowell:"this has never been done before, but, I went
to department of education in KZN and I got your
results, you passed your matric with flying colors,
you never told me you were a straight A plus
student?"

I smile and shrug, my tummy is getting bubbles, I'm
anxious for him to finish what he's telling me.

Me:"T I didn't think 1iit mattered"

Lowell:"well let me just get straight to the point.
Mahle, you'll be going to wits university to study
medicine"

My jaw drops as my hands find their way to my
mouth. I think my ears are deceiving me.
Me:"aaare you serious ?"

He nods

Lowell:"I don't know how it's going to work with the
club but I think you'll work part-time... The boss
didn't mind cause he paid alot of money for you"

I scream in excitement, I jump on him and attack



him with a huge hug

Me(excitedly):"OH MY GOD OH MY GOD OH MY
GOD!!"

I remove my face from his shoulder and look at him
with my hands on his face

Me:"I can't believe this!"

[ hug him again, the joy in my heart is hard to
control, I feel like shouting and praising the Lord

Ilook at him again

Me:"Lulo!? Ngempela Lulo?"
(Are you forreal?)
Lowell:"why would I lie to you"

In a flash of lightning my lips are plastered on his,
giving him the longest peck.

I quickly get off him, standing on my two feet as I
realize what I've just done.

Me(awkwardly):"uhm I IT'm sorry, I got excited"
He stands and pulls me against his chest



Lowell:"it's okay"

He moves his face closer, his warm breath hitting
softly on my face.

My eyes close as his lips cage my bottom lips.

I don't know how to respond, I've never kissed
anyone before, but I've been watching alot of TV
since I got here and I think I have an idea of what to
do, but I think my lips are frozen.

My heart is beating too fast against my chest to
concentrate.

He starts moving his lips, I do the same.

[ push him after a while cause I felt like Iwas going
to bite off his thick lips.

I move away from his arms

Me:'T, we, we shouldn't be doing this...yyyou my
boss™

Lowell:"at this point, I honestly don't give a fuck”
He takes my hand and pulls me closer

Me:"thank you so much for talking to your boss, I1



promise, I won't mess this opportunity up"
Lowell:'"T know you won't"

He pulls my chin up and pecks my lips
Me(whis pers):"Lulo..."

Lowell:'Tve been meaning to do that since the first
time I saw you"

Me:"we cant....we...
He pecks my lips again making my knees weak

He rests his chin on my head as Ilay it on his chest
listening to his heartbeat.

I snap back to reality and push him off

Me:"Stop! Jussst stop, dddid you do this bbbecause
ufuna ukulala nam?"

(You want to sleep with me?)
Lowell:"what?..

Me:"anngisona isilima onke, I know a bit about
] oburg, aand I know nothing's for free, specially
from the boss"



(I'm not a fool onke)

Lowell:"No..it's not like that, I promise"
Me:'Tm sorry, L. Tjust...Ineed to think"
[ walk away from him

Noah

Nessa:"l knew that bitch can't be trusted, first she
slapped you, she talks to you anyhow, now she's
sleeping with your brother behind your back!? Oh
hell no, you need to do something Noah, you can't
let her walk all over you like that"



I took leave from work for a month
and came down to KZN.
Ijust needed to clear my head, away from Lulama.

The worst part is that she's still continuing sleeping
with my brother.

I sent someone to follow her.
They've been meeting at some hotel.

It broke me when I saw the pictures

Me:"T don't even know how to look at my brother
anymore, I've been avoiding him for a while now,
['ve never felt so betrayed. If he can do something
like this to me...I don't think I know who he is
anymore, he can listen to me telling him about my
problems with my mairriage, he consoles me, gives
me advice and rub my back while he knows he's the
master behind it all? How can I ever trust him"

Nessa:"you need to kill that spoilt brat bitch of a



loos e wife of yours, without her your life will be so
much better"

Me:"I can't kill her, I'm not a murderer”
"(Whis pers)But you killed me"

Ilook at her, she's pacing up and down
Me:"what did you say?"

Nessa:"T didn't say anything, I'm just worried about
you, I don't trust that girl you married to"

"(Whispers on my ear) You killed me! Kill her too"
[ jump up

Me:"who said that!?"

Nessa:"said what? Are you even listening to me?"
I look around

Me:"fuck! This whole thing is stressing me out"
She comes towards me and hugs me

Nessa:"T'm sorry babe, Iwish I could take all your
troubles away"

[ hold her in my arms for dear life



Nessa:"are you going to confront your brother”
Me:"no, not yet"

She lets go of me

Nessa:"are you falling in love with her?"

She asks with her forehead crissed in distress
Me:"No, never, I'm not falling for her"

Nessa:" don't fall for her, remember; it's just
business, your heart belongs to me"

Me:"my heart belongs to you"

Ilet go of her, I stagger back in fear as I notice
blood stains on my hands.

Me:"the fuck Nessa? Are you bleeding?"
Ilook at hershe's clean

Nessa:"what are you talking about?"

[ show her my hands

Me:"blood"

Nessa:"babe are you okay?"



I look at my hands, they spotless.

I sit in the bed and squeeze my head as it pounds in
pain

Nessa:"when last you drank your pills Baby? Is that
dream still haunting you?"

Me:"it's been a while since I drank them, please go
get them In my case"

After a while she brings me water and my pills. I
drink up.
She pulls me into her chest

Nessa:"you were fine before this girl came into your
life. I hate her for stressing you like this. We should
just run away babe, go far far away where your
father will never find you not control you"

Me:"aahh this migraine is getting worse"

Nessa:"you a doctor but you can't even take pills for
your own health. Come on babe, I can't lose you,
you need healing too, you can't be saving people's
lives and not take care of your own"

Me:"T feel like I have no one, I can't even trust the



only person in the world I trusted with my life"

Nessa:"it's okay babe, I'll always be here for you, I'm
not going anywhere"

I rest my head in her lap and wrap my arms around
her

Nessa (humming):"mmh mmh mmh...mh mh

(  Don't worry

about a thing

Cause every little thing
Is gonna be alright )

kekeskskekek

"Sometimes, just when you think you know people.
They disappoint you in ways you never thought they
could"(unknown)



skekeskesksk

To be continued
[12/17,13:23] :Insert15

Presh:"maybe you should see a sangoma?"

[look at her



Me:"how can you say that, yyou know I don't believe
In such”

Presh:'Tm just saying, your mother believed in them,
and from the way you told me she was treating you,
she obviously hated you"

Me:"TI know mom didn't like me, bbbut she only
showed it physically and emotionally, if she wanted
to bewitch me, sshe wouldn't long done it. I mean
she's my (whisper) mom"

Presh:'"Tknow, it was just a suggestion, ngiyazi
ukuthi uthembe unkulunkulu kodwa awukwazi
ukuziba ukuthi kukhona abantu abaphansi futhi
nabathakathi bakhona"

(I know you trust God, but you can't ignore the fact
that there are also ancestors and witches)

Presh:"just as much as God exists they also exist,
and just cause you don't believe in it, it doesn't
mean it's not there. Just as there's God, there's also
the devil, just cause he's bad doesn't mean he
doesn't exist"

Me:"T1 know Presh, bbut I believe whateveris



happening to me, it's not too big for my God, yes he
takes his time but he will come through for me, why
should I turn to ancestors when things get tough? I
trust God, please, don't talk to me about ancestors
as if my God is not strong enough to protect me. I
don't care what the problem in my life may be. Who
the son sets free is free indeed"

She puts her hands up in surrender

Presh:"okay fine, I was just saying. I just hope God
comes through for you sooner than later”

Me:"he will, sooner or later, he will"

She opens her arms wide, I move closerto heras I
rest on her shoulder.

She holds me in a tight embrace

Presh:"you'll get through this, but you should at
least go see a doctor about those abdomen pains™

She lets go of me
Me:"T will"
Presh:"good"



Ilook at her for a while till she became
uncomfortable

She shrugs her shoulders

Presh:"why you looking at me like that"

I let out a quiet laugh

Me:"isn't there something you want to tell me?"
Presh:"No, what gave you that idea"

Me:"s0 so we hiding things from each other now?"

Presh:"what are you talking about? We always
together, how can I hide things?"

I raise my brows

Me:"wow okay so you you mean you didn't kiss
J ustin a week ago?"

Her eyes widen as she moves away from me a bit

Presh:'"T didn't mean to Amahle I promise, it was a
mistake"

I frown, confused by her reaction

Me:"wwhy you being jumpy? It's not a bad thing, is



it?"
Presh:"I know you liked him and he liked you too"

Me:"yeah, I like him, he's a good guy, annd that's
why he'd be perfect for you"

Presh:"so you don't like like him?"

I shake my head

Me:"T1told you, I don't like him in that way"
She sighs, relieved.

Presh:" great now I feel bad for avoiding him and
being mean to him"

Me:"unedrama kodwa precious, ongathi uActor
kulama biskop atelenovela adlala lakwiTV .

( You so dramatic though Precious, it's as if you act
In these telenovela series that play on this T.V)

She laughs out loud

Presh:" forgive me for putting your feelings first"
I smile shaking my head

Presh:"okay fine I'll talk to him..but enough about



me, tell me what's going on between you and the
haircut guy, you guys have become close, I see the
way you look at each other”

I hide away from her eyes
Me:"there's nnnothing going on"

Presh:"ohh so we hiding things from each other
now"

She attacks me with my words.

Ilook at heras she has her arms folded waiting on
me to say something.

Me:"as you said, he's way way out of my league"
Presh:"not when he's interested in you idiot"
Me:"he's my boss precious”

Presh:"even better! Do you like him?"

I shrug my shoulders

Me:"TI don't know, a bit"

Presh:"that's good, I don't mean to be bad influence
when it comes to love, but we promised each other



we'll get out of here, and if you date the haircut guy...
Me(cutting her off)...he's name is Lulonke"
She smiles rolling her eyes

Presh:"Lulonke, will be our ticket out of here, if he
cares for you, he won't want this life for you"

I clear my throat looking away from her
Presh:"what?"
Me:"nnnothing"

Presh:"your eyes are telling me something you are
not"

Isigh and looks up at her

Me:"well, he, he kind of did something big for me"
She frowns tilting her head back a bit

Presh:"you don't say? What did he do?"

Me:"he he ttalked to his boss, and I might be going
to varsity"

She covers her mouth in disbelief

Presh:"oh my Gosh! You see what I'm talking about?



He's already making your dreams come true"
Me:"No Presh, I can't take this offer”
Presh:"are you dumb?"

Ilook at her

Presh:"No like seriously, are you dumb?"

Me:'Tm not dumb precious, I can't, what if he's just
doing this to get under my panties?"

Presh:"oh my gosh Amahle you are clueless aren't
you? That's actually good if he wants to get under
your panties"

Me:"what?"

Presh:"what was the reason of wanting boyfriends
in the first place? For them to pop the cherry forus”
Isigh

Me:"T don't know"

Presh:"Amahle, you and Lulonke will date, he takes
you to vasity, he breaks your virginity, he'll probably

be able to convince the boss for you to not work
here anymore. I mean why would they let you study



if they won't let you go live your life as a doctor?"

Me:'T know, but what about you? I11 can't leave you
here to continue working here and doing these
nnasty things"

Presh:"don't worry about me, as long as you out and
free, I'll find another way"

I shake my head

Me:"No, no, we promised we'll get out of here
together, if you staying I'm staying"

Presh:"don't be stupid Amabhle, this is a once in a
lifetime opportunity, your God is finally coming
through for you, don't block his blessings because
of me"

Me:"if it was the other way around, would you leave
me?"

She shakes her head

Me:"maybe I should date him, then talk to him about
you also going to varsity"

Presh:"you see, now you using your brain"



Me:"but, I'll be using him for my own selfish
reasons”

Presh:"selfish? These people stole us Amahle, they
put drugs on us, they want us to be prostitutes and
sleep with men for money, how is wanting to be free
from that selfish?"

Me:"TIguess it's not a bad thing"
Presh:"not at all"
Me:"I guess I'll give him a shot"

Presh:"you better make it quick cause in a few
weeks we moving to the other department”

Lulama



We are in bed cuddling as we try to catch our
breaths

Me:"remember]I told you about the girl Noah came
with to sleep with her infront of me?"

Lowell:"mhm"

Me:"well, I got her taken care off"
He looks at me

Lowell:" what did you do?"

Me:"T gave herto Reid, she kissed my husband in
front of me, she was even willing to sleep with him
infront of me. If she wants to be a homewrecker
then she must know how they are dealt with"

He moves his arm from me

Lowell:"come on lulama, it was your husband's idea
to bring her over to punish you, it's not like she
decided to sleep with him, he probably paid her.
Why you had to ruin the gid's life by giving her to



that man? That's so heartless of you"
He gets up

Me:"heartless? So what your brother did to me
wasn't heartless?"

Lowell:"you fucken cheated on him for crying out
loud, why you acting innocent as if you didn't
deserve what he did, and quiet frankly I think he

was too kind, he should've fucked her and make you
watch"

I hold my chest in shock
Me:"you talking to me like that?"

Lowell:"I came here to end this Lulama, what's
going on between us, it's over, I'm tired of watching
you slowly turning my brother into a monster, he's
come a long way from healing about what
happened with his ex wife, if he finds out about this,
he won't hesitate to kill you and I both"

Me:"kill? Oh please, Noah is too good for that, he
can't even stay mad at me for more than five
minutes, he loves me"



Me:"and it should stay that way, this, us, we end
now, you love Noah and he loves you too. It's time I
respect that too"

Me:"but we've tried that before and we failed. What
makes you think we'll pull it off this time? Stop
being dramatic and come back to bed"

Lowell:"well this time we'll pull it off cause I've fallen
for someone else"

A gasp escapes my mouth while holding it in
dis belief.

Me:"fallen? You have fallen for someone else?
(Laughs) please quit playing Lowell and come back
to bed"

He puts on his pants

Lowell:"yes, she's beautiful, has a smile to die for
and a pure kind heart. Something you lack"

He puts his shirt on
Me:"are you talking to me like that?"

Lowell:"T'm done with you Lulama, you



should start respecting your mairiage
as much as it's arranged, my brother
1S trying to make it work, at least meet
him halfway"

He takes his car keys

Lowell:"thanks for the last round, that was
our goodbye sex"

He walks towards the door

He tums to look at me

Lowell:"bye"

He closes the door behind him

Tears threaten me as Ilose my
breathing pattern

I grab the pillow beside me and roughly throw it to
the door.



Lowell

I drove to the hospital.
It's been a while since I've seen my brother.

We never go this long without seeing each other or
hanging out.

He hasn't even called me, that is unlike
him.

" Dr Nhlabathi will now see you"

After a while waiting in the waiting room

[ put the magazine down and head to his



office.

Me:"Dr Nhlabathi"

He looks up at me

Noah:"Lowell"

He looks back at his papers

That was cold

Me:"No handshake? No hugs? Nothing?"

Noah:'T'm very busy Lowell, if uzele ukuzicitha
1sithukuthezi this is not the time"

(If you came to waste my time)

Me:"wow, someone woke up on the

wrong side of the bed"

He looks at me

Noah:"and which bed did you wake up to?"
Me:"what?"

Noah:"Lowell, why are you here man, I'm

working and I don't have time to entertain you"



Me:"why you being so cold? Is it dad, he's beating
mom again? I swear Noah, I don't know why you
don't want us to kill that man already"

Noah:"Dad is not beating mom, she's fine, they good
now"

Me:"oh, then why you so moody?"

He sighs and puts his pen down

He sits back and looks at me
Noah:"you have my attention, how can
I help you?"

Me:"you can't help me without a smile
on your face"

He chuckles then brushes his face
and looks at me with a smile

Me:"that's more like it, now get up and give me my
hug"

Noah(laughs):"T thought you hated those?
Something about being gay?"



Me:"well it's acceptable now cause I

missed you"

We get up and share a brief hug.

We sit back down.

Me:"there's something I need to discuss with you"
Noah:"what is it?"

Me:"how about we talk over beers at the club”
Noah:"eish, I'll knock off a bit late today"
Me:"it's okay, there's no rush"

Noah:"what is it about?"

Me:"it's about the girls"

Noah:"the millionaire babies?"

[laugh

Me:"yes those ones”

Noah:"why can't you just tell me now?"
Me:"it's been a while since we hang out"

Noah:"okay then, I'll see you later"



Me:'Tll see you"
I get up and walk out

Back in Zululand

Thulile

"Umawakho ufuna ukukbona nkosazane"
(Your mother wishes to see you princess)
Me:"okay, ngiyeza"

(I'm coming)

Me:"kazi ufunani manje, yaz umah



usezogala ukungidina"

(I wonder what she wants now, you know

momm is starting to get on my nerves now)
Muzi:"umawakho sthandwa sam, udlala
ukuk'’khumbula nje"

(She's you mother my love, she just misses you)

He gets on top of me

Muzi:"kodwa ke, kumele iqale idle ukudla kwayo
Inkos1 phambi kwokuthi uhambe"

(But the king needs to eat his food before you go)
He goes down on me

[ start moaning out loud as he licks me

good.

The first time we had sex1had to get fake blood to
dirty the sheets so that

I could prove to the Queen that Iwas a

virgin as she didn't believe me.



Then Saqwithi gave me muthi on

my wedding day to deceive the ancestors, for
umhlwehlwe (the caul) to

not drop from my shoulders

as it would've been a sign of not being
a virgin.

AfterIrelease he comes back up and
kisses me.

This man is very matured and he is a
beast in bed.

But I'm afraid that he might love me a
bit too much, more like obsession.

I'm enjoying it though, he's treating me
good and life has never been better.
Me:"othi ngihambe ngiyobheka ukuthi
ufunani”

(Let me go see what she wants)



Muzi:"nam kumele ngiyobhekana nezam"
(I also have to go run my own errands)
We get up and get dressed.

I head to the big lounge and find

mom on the sofa drinking juice
Me:"mah"

Mom:"mmh ayisuka madoda owubheke
ukuthi ugezeke kahle kanjani"

(Look at you glowing)

I roll my eyes

Me:"sawubona mah"

Mom:"yebo, unjani kodwa sisi"

(How are you doing?)

Me:"ngiyaphila wena?"

(I'm good and you?)

Mom:"eish, ngikhathazekile"

(I'm worried)



Me:"yin ndaba mah?"
(What's wrong mom?)

Mom:"usis wakho uthathe konke okwakhe
wahamba, uthi yena angeke

abeyingxenya yemikhuba yethu"

(Your sister packed her bags and left, she said she
won't be part of our schemes)

Me(laughs):"hehehe, ayibo, uthi uzoyaphi?"
(Where does she think she'll go?)

Mom:"uthi phela usebuyelene nomuntu wakhe,
uzoyohlala naye"

(She said, she got back together with her
baby daddy, so she'll go stay with them)
I shake my head

Me:"ayi, myeke, sizobona masebehlukana futhi
uzoza egijima exolisa, uThandile abuye abeyislima
kodwa"

(Leave her, we'll see when they break up, she'll



come running back apologising,

Thandile can be stupid at times though)

She sighs, shakes her head and drinks herjuice
Mom:"manje? Kwenzekani? Uyakhulelwa noma?"

(So, what's going on? Are you getting pregnant or
what?)

Me:"hawu mah, ngizokuts hela masekunjalo”
(Mo, I'll tell you when it happens)

Mom:"shesha phela sisi uSaqwithi uyayidinga
lengane, nami sengifuna ukuphuma kulendawo
manje"

(Hurry gird, Saqwithi wants the baby, I also want to
get out of this village already)

Me:"khululeka, kuzokwenzeka"
(Don't worry, it'll happen)

Me:"uthini ngendaba kaAmahle? Uyamazi ukuthi
ukephi? Uzomdedela?"

(What is she saying about Amahle? Does she know



where she is ? Will she let her free?)
She shakes her head

Mom:"uthi usegoli, Cha, angeke amdedele, uthi
impilo yakhe isezandleni zakhe maje, inyoka yakhe
lyamthanda, semshadise nayo"

(She says she's in ] oburg, and No she won't release
her, she says herlife is in her hands now, she
married her off to her snake)

I cover my mouth shocked
Me:"ayibo"

Mom:"ayis ekho into esingayenza ukusiza uAmahle
manje, okwenzekile sekwenzekile"

(There's nothing we can do to help Amahle now,
what's done is done)

Me:"mmbh"

Mom:"wena, shesha ukhulelwe, uS aqwithi angeke
alinde isikhathi eside, uzoze aphelise yonke lento
yakho nenkosimasimoshela isikhathi"

(You just focus on getting pregnant quickly,



Saqwithi won't wait forlong, she'll end your
relations hip with the king if we waste her time)

Me:"yah, ngiyazi mah"
(Yes mom I know)

Mom:"amaphoyisa alivalile icala lokufuna uAmabhle,
angeke sisazikhathaza ngaye manje"

(The police closed the case of looking for Amahle,
we don't have to worry about her anymore)

Isigh
Me:"mmh kuncono"
(That's better)

She smiles as she sips on herjuice

Later that evening



Noah

Dr Cohen:"you canceling on us again?"
Me:'Tm sorry, but family comes first"
She sighs bowing her head down
Me:'Tll make it up to you, I promise”
She looks up with a smile

Dr Cohen:"it's okay, don't mind me"

Me:"No, I'll make it up, I'm always cancelling, next
thing my colleagues

will start not liking me"

Dr Cohen:"you impossible to not like
doctor, we understand”

[ smile

Me:"well, have a good one"



Dr Cohen:"goodnight"

She gets in hercar

[ also get in mine and drive off to the club.

I head to our usual spot.

I find him already sitting there, I go up to him.
We do our famous handshake.

Lowell:"I thought you weren't coming"
Me:"how can I stand up my own brother"
Lowell:"you'd never"

Me:"such betrayal, never, I said I'll come

and here Tam"

He chuckles nervously

He asks Candice to ask a waiter to bring us our
drinks.

Lowell:"so what's up man, how you've been"

Me:'Tve been good bro, just swamped with work
that's all"



Lowell:"T understand, the company has also
occupied me alot, and your dad is not happy with
me leading this project”

Me:"Dad, should just get over it and allow you to do
this,  mean you taking his company to the top"

Lowell:"I don't know why that man doesn't like me"

Me:"it's not that he doesn't like you, he just wants to
control my life and wants me to be the one doing
what you doing"

Lowell:"why though?"
Me:'Tve given up questioning your father's actions"
We sit back and look at each other thoughtfully

Me:"so what is it about the girls you wanted to tell
me?"

Lowell:"okay, so you know there's the very
expensive one?"

Me:"yeah, I remember the multi millionaire one"
He cackles

Lowell:"well, I have found interest in her"



[sit up

Lowell:"and I'm allowing herto go to varsity"
My eyes pop out.

Me:"oh?"

Lowell:'"T know we not supposed to do this, but, I like
her;, alot”

Me:"you like her? So you willing to risk our business
because of her?"

Lowell:"I know, but man, you should hear her talk
about her dreams, she doesn't belong here dude"

Me:"and all the other girls we've taken who have
dreams belong here?"

Lowell:"No, but I like this one"

Me:"you like her? Dammit Lowell, then fuck her,
pleasure yourself and continue with life. That's what
you did with Candice? And look at you now, you
done with her and we still have her working and
bringing money to the club”

Lowell:"it's different with Amahle, it's not lust"



Me:"of cause it's lust Lowell, you were massaging
her tummy, she gave you a boner, and now you
want to fuck her.

Do it, just don't be doing stupid things
like sending her to varsity, these girls
need to depend on us, they living a better

life here, we giving them freedom and everything
they want. There's no need to

push it"

Lowell:" I don't want Amabhle to be part of this
anymore, we'll get another girl.

[ want to make her mine"
Me(chuckles):"over my dead body, you
take that gir to varsity, I'm sending
her back to where we bought her to be
a low life sex slave and drug mule"
Lowell:"you wouldn't"

Me:"try me"



He sits back

Me:"just fuck her here man, you can still take her
out on dates and shit, until you've had enough then
let her carry on

with her life working for us”

Lowell:"it's not about fucking her Noah.

I love her...Ilove her okay"

Me:"Love? What do you know about love?"

Lowell:'"T don't know, but I know I feel something
different for her”"

Me:"while you still busy fucking other women but
you say you in love (chuckles) quit playing"

Lowell:"fucking other women?"

Me:"yeah, you know yourself, you like the ladies, you
can't commit"

Lowell:"maybe I'll change for her”
Me:"fall for someone else, the girls are

off limits"



(Silence)
Me:'"Tshould go"
Igetup

Me:" I hope you stop thinking with your dick and
start using your head"

I turn to walk away when I bump into someone.

The glasses break on the floor spilling all the
alcohol.

The tray bumped my stomach really hard
Me:"fuck!"

The gid gets up as she fell flat on the floor, she
panicks picking up the pieces of glass

Lowell runs up to her
Lowell:"are you okay?"

Me:"sweetheart, [ suggest you don't touch that with
your bare hands"

She looks up at me, her eyes pop out

as if she just saw a ghost, we lock eyes for a while



Me:"are you okay?, your hand is bleeding"

skekeskskekesksk

"A little bit like déja Vu" (Author)
skeksksksk
To be continued

[12/17,13:23] :Insert16



"Are you okay? Your hand is bleeding"

skekeskeskskesk

I love you Indy, but I don't want to hurt you"

"You deserve so much better than me, I'm not the
person you think I am"

"T'm leaving, you'll never see me again"

skekeskskekeksk

That voice, that's the voice,amIin a
dream again? Is it possible that I'm
sleeping and this is all a dream?

'"Mahle, we should take care of that wound, come,



get up”
Lulonke helps me get up, I remove my

eyes from the other guy and look at him
Lulo:"we should take care of that"
Me:'TInneed to clean thhis mess up first"

"You don't have to do that, someone else will take
care of it. Go take care of your hand please
sweetheart"

I look up at him from head

He has dreadlocks, they neatly done with
a clean trim

He has colourful eyes, I can't tell whether
they grey or green.

He's wearing a formal navy shirt and a black tie, his
muscles clearly visible.

I stop analyzing him any further.
Could it be the guy with the soothing voice?
Is he the Mr dreadlocks guy too?



Mr Dreadlocks:"hello? Are you there?"
[look up at him
Mr Dreadlocks :"you kinda zoned out"

I look at my hand and noticed Lulonke has already
wrapped a cloth around it.

Lulonke:"come have a seat”

Before I could jump over the glass he
picks me up instead.

The dreadlocks guy continues to walk
away from the vvip section.

Lulo sits next to me, he takes my hand
Lulo:"are you okay, does it hurt?"
Me:"it's just a little cut, musa ukuba nehaba"
(Don't exaggerate)

Lulo:"you got me a little worried there"
Me:'Tm fffine, it doesn't even hurt"

He looks at me and smiles faintly



Lulo:"about yesterday....

Me:'Thave to get back to work"
Lulo:"no, please, listen to me"

Isigh and sit back

Lulo:'Tm sorry, I didn't mean to make
you feel as though my intentions are
to sleep with you or anything of that
sort”

Me:"it's okay, everything just happened
so fast, I didn't mean to make such
accusations"

Lulo:"you had every right to and I want
to be honest with you Mahle"
Me:"honest?"

He adjusts himself to face me

Lulo:'T don't want you working here

anymore, I don't want you opening



your legs to different men for money"

I look down at my hands

Lulo:"I want you to go to varsity and
chase your dreams, I want you to
become the best doctorin the world,

[ want you to be happy and I also want
to be part of it all, through your ups and
downs in life. I wanna be the one who
holds your hand and celebrate your

little or big wins and be there to wipe your tears
through your little or big struggles”

I look at him then back at my hands
Me:"wwwhy does it feel like you asking
for my hand in marriage?"

He laughs, I smile while laughing as well
Lulo:"maybe not right now, but if you

give me a chance to prove to you that



I qualify to be the doctor's husband, I'll be
going down on one knee soon"

I can't help but smile

I'm too shy to look him in the eyes.
Lulo:"what do you say little Miss ?"
Me:"uhm let me think about it"

He pulls me closerto him, he puts my
legs between his as he makes me sit
on his lap.

He moves his face close to mine
placing his forehead on mine with his
nose brushing against mine.

My eyes drop from his eyes to his lips
as they touch mine

His warm breathe hitting against mine
sends chills down my private part.

[ don't know why it's reacting this way



IS it because I'm sitting on his crotch

which is getting harder beneath me.
Lulo(whispers):"here's something to think about”
He finally captures my lips in his

He does that movement again, I follow

his lead as I get the top lip.

My breathing starts getting heavier as

my heart beats abnormally.

My breathing is starting to sound like

a scratched CD with the pauses in-between.
He pulls my waist closer, he wraps his

arms around me tightly.

I don't know where my logic went to but

['m starting to feel comfortable as my
hands cup his face.

[ finally pull out as I feel like I'm running

out of breath.



[ try to catch my breathe, it feels like

[ was running or drowning.

Our eyes keep contact as he licks and
bites his bottom lip.

Me:'TII.....

I clear my throat trying to find my
missing voice

I get up from him, my eyes land to where
I was sitting, his manhood very visible
lining against his thigh.

Me:'"Tshould get bback to work"

My whole sentence comes out as a
whis per.

Lulo:"T hope you make the right decision"
He gets up grabbing his car keys and
phone from the table

He stands really close to me



Lulo:'Tll see you tomorrow, goodnight"
He places his lips on my forehead fora
while then makes his way out of sight.
Leaving me trembling and distraught.
Me(whis per):"what just happened?"

Noah

I pull out my tie, then start unbottoning my s hirt.
Lulama is fast asleep, my brother must

be tiring her with all the rough sneaky



sex.
I take off my pants then head to the
bathroom

I take a nice warm shower washing my
body thoroughly.

I can't believe Lowell thinks he's in love
with someone, can't believe it's one of
the girls.

He must be out of his mind, those girls
are for the club, they off limits, they for
business.

I get out the shower and dry myself as I head to the
room.

"Hey baby, when did you get back?"
I look at her through the mirroras I
lotion my body

Lulama:'T have Good news"



Me:"what is it?"

Lulama:'"Twas accepted at wits for media studies”
[ put on my briefs

Me:"really?"

Lulama:"yes babe, aren't you proud of me?"
Me:"for media studies? Yeah sure"

I get in the covers as I grab my laptop

and get to work.

Lulama:"come on Noah, I'm trying here

you've been so cold to me ever since that day, I told
you I didn't cheat on you

the maid confessed but you still mad at
me?"

[ avoid her as I continue with my work
She closes my laptop roughly.

My nose flickers as I feel my blood boil
flushed by sudden anger



Me:"why don't you break it? J ust throw it on floor
and destroy it once and for all"

Lulama:"No Noah! Iwon't stand this anymore, I'm
your wife! I need your

attention, you don't even touch me anymore!"
She takes my laptop and throw it on the

floor as if my hard work is a piece of trash.
This girl clearly doesn't know me.

She gets on top of me wrapping her arms around
my neck.

Lulama:'Tm the wife, not your laptop, you married to
me, not your work"

Me:"did you just throw my laptop?"
Lulama:'Tll get you a new one, just kiss me"
She smashes herlips on mine.

I push her on the bed, she giggles excitedly.

I place my hand around her neck squeezing it.

Me:"you fucken disres pectful little piece of shit, I've



tolerated your disgusting shitty behavior for way
too long, I didn't

want to put my hands on a woman, but
you've proved to not be a woman, you
are a homey, loud, crazy diarrhea watery
kinda shit, who do you think I am huh!?
Is it because Ilet you get away with it?
You think you can talk to me anyhow!?
Yih sfebe!?"

Her eyes flip over as her body stops fighting for life.
[ wait for her pulse to get weaker for her
to pass out.

Ilet go of heras she has passed out.
She'll wake up after a few minutes.

I get off her and head to my other secret
woredrope.



Amahle

I get out of the bathtub and head to the
bedroom.

[ lotion my body then throw on my P]J s

I get under the covers and switch on the
TV.

My mind drifts off to earier.

I place my hand on my lips, I can still
feel his lips on mine, I get a funny feeling
just thinking about it.



I get off bed and take the shirt I was
wearing earlier, I get in bed with it as I
sniff on it.

It smells of his cologne, it's intoxicating.
My mind keeps replaying the kiss, I

find mys elf smiling non stop.

Is this how love feels like? Am I in love?
I've never felt like this before.

I've never been in love, I've never received
love, I'm not sure if this is how it's supposed to feel
like.

I never thought this is how I'd find love,

[ don't trust myself to love, what if I can't
do it the right way.

Do I have to involve my heart in it? It's
already been broken so many times.

[ don't know if it's safe for me to put it



out there only to expose it to pain once
again.

[ sniff my shirt once more with my eyes
closed.

I look at my hand which is plastered.

"sweetheart, I suggest you don't touch that with
your bare hands"

"are you okay? your hand is bleeding"

I can't help but think that's the same voice in my
dream, maybe it's not

I mean if it was the man in my dream
shouldn't I have felt something for him
something like love at first sight?
Dreams are just dreams anyway they
don't always mean something.

Besides it's not like I'm a prophet and I
dream of things that'll happen in future.



My hand starts itching

[ scratch it, my whole arm starts itching

I scratch until I notice my skin shredding.
Me:"what the hell?"

I peel it off as it goes all the way down to my hand.

Ilook at the shredded skin and throw it on the floor
as it has snake

patterns

I scream out loud trying to scratch off the scales on
my skin

I unlock the door and knock at precious's

door.

She opens, I throw myself into her arms

Crying

Presh:"what wrong? Are you having nightmares
again?"

Me:"snake!! In my room, come see"

I pull her to my room and point to where



I threw my shredded skin

Presh:"what is it hle hle, I don't see it"

I look to where I threw I skin

Me:"iiiits gone, it was there, I1I swear, it's gone"
Presh:"come, you sleeping in my room tonight"

She pulls my hand, my eyes wonder around looking
for the skin, I look at my arm, it's clear.

Lulama

[ get up as I try to catch my breath.
[ try holding my neck but my hands



were tied.

I tried moving my feet but they were also tied
I tried screaming when I realized I had

duck tape over my mouth.

[ can't open my eyes, it's dark.
Me:"mmmmmmmh!! Mmmmmmmbh!"
"There's no use trying to scream baby"

Ilook around but it's too dark, I feel cold hands on
my face

Noah:"look what you making me do now"
He removes the blindfold

Iwas about to move but I stop as Irealize I'm
surrounded by small candles

all over the bed
I'm also butt naked.
Noah:"one move, you burning down with that bed"

Tears come streaming down my face



Noah:'"T tried to be nice, I wamed you as nicely as I
could, but you still chose to be a pain in my ass,
now look what you made me do"

He pats the black stick on his hand

It's thick and it's covered inice as if it's frozen.
He had black gloves on

He removes the tape from my mouth
Noah:"you know, when I married you, I
thought, argh why her out of all the girls
In the world, why? Then as time went on
I was like, you know what, let me give her
a chance, I mean she acts like she loves
me so why not act for her to, maybe as
time goes we'll actually stop pretending
and love each other for real, but nope,
you had other plans forus"

Me:"baby...



Noah:"Shut Up!! I'm talking now!!"
I startle as steady as I can as I almost

moved the candles.

Noah:"Not only did you cheat on me on

my bed, my very expensive custom made duvets
and sheets, but you did it

with....(breathes in and out) with some
low life nigga I don't know"

Me:"baby, I swear, I didn't cheat on you!"
He raises his brow

Noah:"is that a high note you taking with me? You
going Soprano on me now baby?"

He asks in a calm tone
I shake my head
Noah:"since you love dick so much baby

I have a little fun punis hment for you"



I shake my head continuously

Noah:"you see this? I want it to melt

Inside you, cause your pussy is so warm
and welcoming isn't it?"

He gets up and takes a candles

He puts my legs straight making me

lay on my back

He drops the candle water droplets on my pussy.
I flinch and scream in pain

He drops them trailing them

up my breasts, he burns my nipples with
them, I cry out loud.

Noah:"You making Fucking noise.

Is that all you know? To make a bunch

of noise?"

He takes a gag and shoves it in my mouth.

He opens my legs.



He taps the cold stick on top of my folds
He slides it in.

I close my eyes

[ try to scream as Ifeel coldness deep

In my cervix walls.

He hits my butt with a wet cloth as he
drills me with the stick.

I don't know whether to concentrate on
the towel leaving burning stings on my
skin or the cold thick long stick inside me.
This is the worst pain I've never felt

my whole life.

Once he's done he removes it

Noah:"you didn't even come for me baby?"

He blows out the candles then pushes them off the
bed.

Noah:"at least my stick melted, your pussy really



satisfies any stick, doesn't it?"

(Silence)

Noah:"so now I'm crazy? I talk to walls ?"
I shake my head

He gets on top of me.

He kisses my lips softly, he hands

trail my body gently, he moves his waist
slowly against me as if he's dancing.
My pussy clenches as my body yeams
for him.

He rests his face besides mine

Noah(whispers):"I love you, don't make me angry
again, cause I'won't be so nice next time"

He removes the gag from my mouth
letting my cries escape.
Noah:"run your mouth to anyone about

what happened today, you and the people you tell



will be in big big trouble”

He looks at me

Noah:"from now on, you end whatever
you doing behind my back with whoever,
You cheat on me again, I will know and

[ will find your boyfriend. You do not wish to know
what I'll do to y'all.

Are you going to cheat on me again baby?"
I shake my head, he raises his brow.
Me(Shakey voice):"Nnnoo No, Iwon't
Iwon't cheat again”

Noah:'Tm glad you finally came clean"

He pecks my lips

Noah:'"T don't wanna hurt you love, I just
want you to respect me. That's all"

He says brushing my hair



Lowell

It's in the wee hours of the night and
everyone is asleep.

We going around the hotel

Me:"you got the drug?"

Derek:"yes boss"

Me:"good, we'll start with buhle"

We head to her room.

We use the card to unlock the door.
She's sleeping

Me:"inject her”

He rubs her with cotton then injects her



arm.
We get out and head to precious's room

She's also fast asleep with Amahle besides her.
Me:"Inject Precious”

He injects Precious

He was about to inject Amahle

Me:"No, leave that one"

Derek:"but boss we....

Me(firmly):"I said leave her"

We make our way out

Me:'Tll see you tomorrow"

Derek:"sho Nhlabathi"

I make my way out and drive home.



skekeskesksksk

"There is a hidden agenda in the fragility of
romance" (Alexander McQueen)

skekeskeskekek

To be continued

[12/17,13:24] :Insert17



I just woke up, Ilook beside me and there's no one.

I get off the bed and limp to the bathroom, my
vagina is still sore so is my body.

[ fill the tub with warm water

"Good moming baby"

[ turn to look at him

Noah:"I made you breakfast"

Me:"thank you"

He frowns

Me:"thank you babe, I appreciate it"

He smiles

Noah:"I got you some herbs, to put in your water”
He heads to the room.

[ turn off the running water.

He comes back with some herbs and oils
He pours them in my waters

Noah:"these will help with the pain, you just have to



soak your body in the water for a while"
He holds up a small container

Noah:"this, you will rub it in your vagina, it'll also
help with the pain, okay?"

Me:"thanks babe, I'll use it"
He moves closer, I close my eyes as my
muscles tense up, he wraps his arms around me

Noah:"don't worry baby, don't be scared of me, I'm
not going to hurt you ever again”

[ open my eyes coming into contact with his.
He pecks my lips

Noah:'T'm really sorry about last night, I don't know
what got into me, I let anger

control me, please forgive me babe?"
I look into his sincere eyes
Does he really regret what he did

I can't even read him anymore, I'm afraid if I say one
wrong thing he's innocent



sweet face will change to a horrific monster.

Me:'T forgive you babe, I made you angry, forgive
me please”

He shakes his head

Noah:"No baby, don't apologise, I was wrong, no
one deserves to be treated that way no matter how
wrong they were"

Me:"it's okay love, let's forget it ever happened"
Noah:"forgotten"

We share a deep intense Kiss

He pulls out leaving me yearning for more.

He makes his way out.

I get in the tub and soak myself

"Babe"

I look towards the door, he's already dressed for
work

Noah:'Tm about to head out, please, when I get back
be dressed in something nice, my parents invited us



for dinner”

I nod

Me:"okay babe, I'll be ready, by what time?"
Noah:"be ready by six, I'll come pick you up"
Me:"okay love, have a great day at work"
Noah:"Twill, I love you"

Me:'"T love you too"

He heads out

Isigh as I feel more relaxed.

That man scares me more than anything now, I
never know what he's thinking.

But I'm happy that he shows remorse
and affection to me. He's jealous of me

and he easily says he loves me, he's romantic. He
was just mad because I

cheated and he dealt with it the best way
he knew how, I also kind of pushed him



to act the way he did last night.

It's a good thing I'm dark skinned or else my body
would be red but instead I have darker bruises
which are not too visible.

I pull up in the driveway way and make my way in.
Me:"anyone home"

"This side"

I head to the lounge

Me:"where's dad?"

Nkosi:"well hello to you too sis”

I roll my eyes

Me:"T don't have time to fight with you, just tell me
where dad and mom are?"

Nkosi:"do Ilook like their body gaud?"
Me:"mxim, you s o irritating”
Nkosi:"just returning the favor”

[ head upstairs and knock in their bedroom



"Come in!"

I make my way in and find dad helping mom eat.
She looks terrible.

Me:"hey mom, hey dad"

Dad:"hi princess, it's been a while, how are you?"
I go sit on the bed next to mom

Me:'Tm good, what's going on?"

Dad:"your mom is very sick"

Me:"what's wrong? Since when?"

Dad:"it's been a month now, she's been very ill, a
week ago she couldn't even get out of bed anymore,
njengoba sowuzibonela nawe kuzekube yimanje"

(As you can see for yourself until now)

Me:"did you take her to hospital? Do they know
what's wrong with her?"

Dad:"we did, the doctors keep running tests but they
don't know what's with her yet, they suspect bone
cancer"



Me:"oh no"

Ilook at her

Me:"please get better mom, we can't lose you"
Mom:"God is punishing me for all my sins"
Ilook at dad he shrugs his shoulders

Dad:"she's been saying the same thing eversince
she got sick”

Me:"why didn't you tell me about this Dad?"

Dad:'T didn't want to stress you, I want you to focus
on your marriage, I'm also focused on mine"

He puts the bowl on the side, then takes a cloth and
wipes her mouth.

He gets up and pecks her forehead
Dad:'"let's go to the lounge and let your mother rest"

Ireach to kiss her cheek but she moves herface,
my heart sinks.

I still don't understand why my mother doesn't like
me.



I get up and follow Dad out as we head to the
lounge.

I notice my brotheris no longer there.
Dad:"would you like something to eat or drink?"
Me:"No dad, I'm fine"

Dad:"how's my princess doing?"

Me:'Tm doing good Dad, marriage isn't that bad,
Noah treats me really well"

He smiles proudly

Dad:"that's good, I'm happy to hear that, he dare
mistreat you he'll meet his ancestors”

Me:"well that won't be necessary cause he's the
sweetest husband alive, and infact tonight we
having dinner with his family"

Dad:"oh? That's nice, I'm glad he's taking you

seriously, I thought he would fool around cause you
younger”

Me:"No, he's not fooling around"



Amahle

Me:"have you seen Presh?"

Justin:"Ilast saw her talking to Candice and hour
agO"

Me:"and she said she wwas going forlunch since
then"

J ustin:'Tm sure she's working on the other side,
maybe she's waitressing by the restaurant of the
hotel"

Me:"will you manage here on your own, I I want to
go check on her”



J ustin:'TIl manage"

[ head out of the bar and walk towards the
restaurant.

She's been acting strange since moming, she
wasn't her usual bubbly self.

I'm worried cause a day doesn't go by
without her coming to check or annoy me.

She's not by the restaurant, I continue looking
around for her.

I go check by the pole dancing area I find her
practicing some pole dancing with Candice and
Buhle watching her.

I didn't know we were starting training already, why
didn't they inform me though?

[ head inside
They clap for her once she's done

Candice:"well-done Presh, you are getting better at
tms n

I sit by the chairs



Candice:"oh hey Indigo, are you joining us?"
I nod

Presh comes to sit next to me as

Candice calls Buhle up to stage
Me(whispering):"Presh?"

She looks at me

Me:"we have to talk"

Presh:"Tm busy"

I sit back and watch as Buhle dances
against the pole.

Candice:"okay ladies you may be excused, that'll be
all for today, tomorrow we doing lap dancing"

Presh quickly gets up and heads out
I get up and follow behind her

I grab her arm for her to stop
Me:"Hey! Wait"

She stops



Presh:"what do you want from me?"

Me:"what do you mean? I Iwant to tttalk to you"
She folds her arms and looks at me
Presh:"talk"

Me(sighs):"okay, uhm, I thought about Lulonke and
I'll give him a chance, he's a nice guy and I think he
genuinely cares for me"

She raises her brow and shrugs her shoulders with
attitude

Me:"but I'll tell him that I'll give him a chance on one
condition..(excitedly)...if he lets you out of here too,
fffor us to both go to varsity, then you can go back
to your granny annd we'll both be completely free,
from the way he confessed his feelings to me izolo I
know he won't refuse, (chuckles) we'll finally be free
and you can go study you L. T and become a
software developer and I a doctor!"

I take her hands into mine

Me:"we don't even have to rush breaking our
virginity anymore or woiry about it much... aren't



you happy?"
She yanks her hands off mine

Presh:"what makes you think I wanna be free from
here? Wake up Amahle, there's no way out of here,
we belong here now, we need to be loyal to this club,
this is what we were meant to do, you should start
liking it here cause there's no way out"

I frown, confused by her words

Me:"what do you mean? J ust yesterday we were
talking about being free from this place, we've
talked about this since we got here...whwhat do you
mean we belong here?"

Presh:"stop trying to get out, this is our home now,
and if you don't stop about this being free thing, I
will report you.

These people care for us, they saved us from that
horrible place, they are our family now, get used to it
cause they the only family we have"

She walks away leaving me dumbfounded.
[ walk towards the bar trying to



make out what precious just said

and why is she acting like this?

Lowell

"We are impressed by yourideas, I'll be coming in
with my managing team tomorrow and we shall
discuss the contract”

Me:'Tm very pleased to hear that"
Client:"but the CEO needs to be present as well"
Me:"he sure will"

Client:"okay then, looking forward to good business
with you Nhlabathi"



Me:'Tm als o looking forward"

We shake hands and he heads out the boardroom.
Ilook back at my team

Me:"we did it"

They chant in excitement

Me:"you see the benefits of Sunday meetings?"
They laugh in agreement

Me:"okay team, today I want you guys to go
celebrate cause trust me, soon, those wages will be

going up”

They clap hands for themselves

[ excuse everyone to continue with their
day.

[ head to my office and burry myself

In more work.

I take my phone tempted to call Amahle

but I rememberthat she doesn't have



a phone.

Shit, I should get her one when I knock
off.

I hate the way she easily distracts my
mind no matter what I'm doing. [ just
want her in my arms already, I want to
come home to her and tell her about my
day, I want to hug her from behind while
she's cooking us a nice warm meal.

As innocent as she is, I want her to only
be freaky for me. I can already imagine
the things I could do to her.

This is all foreign to me, I mean I thought I loved
Lulama, but our relationship was more of a friend's
with

benefits, that's why I never told

anyone about us, it was a no strings



attached, but somehow strings got
attached when we couldn't get enough

of each other. With Amahle it's different

[ actually see a future with her, she's

calm and her calmness will bring me

down to earth with all the chaos that

goes on in my life.

(Phone rings)

Me:"hello?"

"Dinner with the rents, seven o'clock sharp”

Me:"why? Is there something important to
announce?"

"I don't know man, I'm just passing on
the invitation"

Me:"they couldn't even call me and invite me
themselves, why do you have to pass it on?"

"Dude, don't take it personal, just come for dinner”



Me:"fine"

"See you later”

Me:"bye"

He drops.

This has become our conversations now
dull and boring, he doesn't check on me
like he used to, we'd even have lunch
together almost everyday. I wonder

what went wrong?

Noah

[ get out and go around to open the door

for her.



I take her hand helping her out the car.

I close the door and we walk towards the
house as I'lock the car.

Mom:"aww my baby!"

She attacks me with a hug

Me:"mom, I missed you"

Mom:"you've abandoned me, you only live thirty
minutes away"

Me:"it's not like that mom"

Mom:"T know I know, it's work, it's always work"
Me:"don't be like that"

She holds me around my waist and

leads me to the dinning room avoiding

Lulama as if she's not there.

Me:"Mah"

Mom:"what?"

I eye lulama



Mom:"what?"

I sigh and shake my head
Me:"where's Dad?"
"Sengikhona"

(I'm here)

He says making his way towards the table, he holds
mom from behind and

kisses her cheek she smiles brushing

his arms around her waist
Dad:"sthandwa sam"

(My love)

Mom:"yebo mnyeni wam"

(Yes my husband)

He kisses her once more as he sits down.
I shake my head, I've stopped trying

to understand mom's and dad's relationship, they've
always managed



to confuse us, when they fight, they get
physical, then they'd love each other like
nobody's business.

"Home sweet home!"

That's Lowell making his way to the table.
Me:"Bro”

I get up and give him a brief hug.

He hugs lulama as well, Ilook at her

as she enjoys his touch.

Me:"might as well make love on the

table at this point"

I laugh jokingly

They let go of each other as he sits opposite us.
Mom passes around the food and we
dig in right after praying.

Dad:"how's the company doing?"

He asks breaking the silence



Lowell:"it's going good Dad, today IL..

Dad:'Twasn't talking to you, I was talking to the CEO
of the company"

He says turning his gaze from him to
me.

I look at Lowell who look down at his
food disappointedly.

Mom reaches for his hand and gives him a warm
smile, Lowell smiles back faintly.

Me:"uhm it's going good Dad"
Dad:"what do you mean by Good?
Me:"uhm, well, ahh...

Dad:"I didn't send you to expensive schools for
nothing, speak proper English boy, noma uvele
ukhulume isZulu ugobo"

(Orjust speak Zulu)
Me:"well Lowell has been very productive

with the company, he managed to sign us up a big



deal, we'll be exploring the infrastructure world,
building bridges and roads, and..yeah, right Lowell?"

Lowell:"Yes, we had a meeting today and...

Dad:"T said I want to hear from the CEO are you the
CEO? Did I promote you perhaps?"

Me:"Dad come on...

Dad:"what's wrong with your kids Ma Nhlabathi?
Ngithi mangikhuluma nalo kuphendule lo, mase
ngikhuluma nalo kuphendule lo..ayibo?
Ngiyavivinywa yin? Ngisehlane?"

(When I talk to this one the other one answers when
I talk to the other this one answers, am I being
tested?)

Mom:"baba"

She warmns

Lowell:"fuck this shit, I don't know why
you even bothered calling me, I'm out"

He walk away
Dad:"hamba vele, akhekho okubizile"



(Go, no one invited you anyway)
Mom:"baba, No, ingane yakho leya"
(Husband, No, that's your child)
She runs after him

I look at Lulama who is looking the way he
disappeared to

Me:"you also wanna go after him?"

She shakes her head and continues eating

skekeskeskek

"There's a point in life we realize that there are
some people we'll never see again.....at least not the
same way"

skekeskskekek

To be continued



[12/17,13:24] :Insert18
(Short)

Mom:"don't go son"
Me:"no mom, why should I stay where
I'm not welcome?"

Mom:"you are welcome Lulonke, this



1S your home, you always welcome,
you don't need any invitation, you know
that"

Me:"Dad doesn't want me here, he's always like this,
as long as his favorite

sonis here, it doesn't matter whether I'm
here or not"

Mom:"you know your father, unekhanda
eliginile, he's just being his strict self"
(His hardheaded)

Me:"yeh well that's enough from him
for one day, I'm going"

Mom:"please, don't go, you going to

be breaking my heart if you leave, I
prepared your favourite desert, just for
you"

Me:'Tm sorry mom, I love you, but if I



stay here, it'll be breaking my heart"

[ kiss her forehead

Me:"goodnight mom, I'll see you when
Isee you"

Mom:"hopefully soon"

She pulls my face I bow and allow her
to kiss my forehead.

Mom:'Tlove you more"

Me:"bye"

[ getin my car

She waves and I wave back as I reverse
Mom:"drive safely!"

Me:"love you!"

[ drive off

(From a distance)

"Love you!!"



Lulama

Noah's mom comes back and join us

at the table.

Noah and his father been talking about
business since we got here and they
really starting to bore me

"How's everything with you young lady?"
[look up at her

I look at Noah who is having a serious
conversation with his father, they even

moved to the lounge.



Me:"oh, everything is fine, I'm just waiting
to start varsity soon"

Mrs Nhlabathi:;"mmbh interesting, what are you going
to study? Is it medicine? I know my son's passion
with being a doctor always rubs off on people”

She giggles softly
Me:"oh no, I'm not going for medicine"

Mrs Nhlabathi:"oh I see, you probably more
Interested in the numbers? Economics,
accounting?"

Me:"No, I'll be doing media studies”
She frowns
Mrs Nhlabathi:"media studies? What is that about?"

Me:'Tll be doing things like film, photography,
broadcast and stuff like that"

Mrs Nhlabathi:"you wanna work at a radio station?"

Me:"No, I can be many things that involve media, I
can be an actress, ora journalist I can even work in
the marketing indus try, that sortta stuff”



She awkwardly nods her head

Mrs Nhlabathi:"please help me wash these dishes,
so we can dish desert for everyone”

Me:"oh sorry I can't, [just did my nails, I don't touch
dishes"

Mrs Nhlabathi:"yeyi sukuma sisi, ushadile layikhaya
akuyona 1holiday le, umshado, asambe"

(You better get up young lady, you are married here,
this is not a holiday it's maziriage, let's go)

[ get up picking up the dishes and follow her to the
kitchen

Amahle



I don't know what's going on with Precious but
she's changed, she's

no different from all the girls that

work here for the club. It's like she has
accepted that there's absolutely no way
out of here.

She's been avoiding me all day, she
said I can start talking to her once I've
accepted that we belong here and this
1S what we were meant to do.

It's like she's a whole different person, no dreams,
no goals. She can't possibly



lose hope so quickly, we are so close.
It's like she just changed over night.

I'm now in my room watching TV.

['ve gotten addicted to Grey's Anatomy
I'm learning s omething new about being

a doctor everyday, I like the way they save people's
lives, the surgeries look

kinda scary, but it becomes worth it
after all, also the drama is too much

[ hope my life as a doctor doesn't have
that much drama. The good doctor,
has also become my favorite, it's a bit
unrealistic but I love it.

A knock comes through the door dis turbing my
show, [ pause it.

Precious taught me the buttons of the remote and
what they for.

I go open, I find Lulonke leaning



against the door frame.

Me:"Lulo?"

He walks closer to me and pulls me
into a hug as he wraps his arms
around my neck, I wrap my arms around
his waist.

We stay like that for a while
Me:"Lulo? Uuright?"

Lulo:"just hold me please”

I close my eyes and allow my head to
rest on his chest.

After a while he drags us to the bed

I sit beside him

Me:"are you okay? You seem down"
Lulo:'Tjust had a long day, you know
work can be draining"

I nod



Me:"yeah it can, I'm sorry you drained"
He looks at me with a frown then smiles
after a while

Lulo:"you forgiven"

Me:"for what?"

Lulo:"you said sorry that I'm drained and I forgive
you"

I burst into laughter

Me:"it's not my fault though"
Lulo:"exactly"

I smile shaking my head

[ look up at him and find him staring at
me.

Lulo:"Twanna kiss you so badly right now"
I look down

Me:"wh what's stopping you?"

He pulls my chin up



Lulo:"are you saying what I think you saying?"
Me:"I I thought about it, annd I want to

give us a chance"

His smile slowly takes over his whole

face, showing off his straight white

teeth

Lulo:"cela ungadlali ngam, I already had

a bad day today"

(Please don't fool with me)

Me:"angidlali ngawe, I thought about it,

and the kiss from yesterday too, I really

like you, and I want us to have a relations hip"
Lulo:"Yesss"

He gets up and runs around in victory
making me laugh out loud.

He comes towards me and picks me

up with my legs around his waist, he



Spins me around

Me:'"Lulo! You going to drop me!"

He drops me on the bed falling on top
of me

Lulo:"thank you for giving me a chance
[ promise, I won't disappoint you"

I place my hand on his cheek as he
moves his face closer, we Kiss.

He pulls my leg to wrap around him

as his presses his body further against
me making me feel every part of him.
My heart is pounding fast against my
chest as I fear this compromising position.
[ push him a little to break out of the
kiss.

Me:"we tttaking things slow right?"

Lulo:"of cause, I'm not going to have



sex with you, you don't have to worry about that, 'm
going to wait for you for as long as you want me to,
I'm just kissing you"

He gets off me and lays next to me
He pulls me to lay on his chest

Lulo:"are you excited about starting school soon,
only a few weeks left"

Me:'"T'm supper excited, I can't wait"

Lulo:'Tm also excited for you, medicine is a huge
degree to accomplish, and

I'm so proud that you wanna take that
route”

Me:'Tve always wanted to be a doctor, eversince I
could remember"

Lulo:" you can't continue staying here though"
[ look up at him

Me:"why? Where am I going to stay?"

I can't move in with him, I hope that's



not what he's trying to say, I hardly
know him yet.

Lulo:"T was thinking you get your own
apartment for rent, somewhere near
campus”

Me:"oh, yeah, bbbut I don't think my bursary will be
enough, maybe if 1

rent a one room”

Lulo:"one room? Not my girfriend, hell
no"

[laugh

Lulo:'Td have to break up with you, I'd
rather be found dead than found visiting
my gird in a one room"

I laugh even harder and hit his chest

Me:"wwhat do you want me to do, imali
ekhulumayo"



(Money talks)

Lulo:"mina ingoba anginayo yin?"

(Is because I don't have it?)

Me:"T can't let you pay me rent”
Lulo:"you not letting me babe, I'm just
going to do it whether you like it or not"
Me:"already making decisions for me
boytriend?"

Lulo:"you better get used to it girlfriend"
He places multiple kisses on my forehead
(Silence)

Me:"Lulo?"

Lulo:"ungasabi ukuthi sthandwa noma baby wam
mawuthanda"

(Don't be shy to say my love or my baby if you like)

[ giggle
Me:"okay ke, baby wam?"



Lulo:"yes sthandwa sam"

[ adjust my head to rest on his

arm as Ilook at him in his eyes.

His eyes wonder all over my face.
Me:"ccanI ask for one favour?"
Lulo:"favour? Okay anything for you"

Me:"can you ask yourboss to also let mmy friend
Precious go to varsity too

[ promised her if I make it out of here

I'll neverleave her behind"

He moves his eyes from me and looks
up

Me:"please, I can't leave her here, please
Lulo"

Lulo:"what you asking me to do is very difficult
Mabhle, it was hard enough to

convince the boss about you going to



varsity, he'll definitely refuse for precious
he might even kill me thinking I'm trying
to make you girls escape”

Me:"it's jjjust one more gir, please Lulo

I can't leave this place without her,

It was a promise, if she doesn't get to

be free, thenIguess I'll also stay here"
He looks at me with his forehead crissed
He gets up and sits on his butt
Lulo:"come on Mahle, what you asking

1S impossible, I can't get you both out

of here"

[also sit up

Me:"why not? yyou got me out, I didn't
want to use this but...if you really wanna
be with me, you'll do this for me, or we

canjust forget about us annd I'll



continue working here"

He looks at me in dis belief

My heart is beating really fast, I don't
like what I'm doing one bit, I don't
want to use him like this. I genuinely
like him and using his feelings to get
what I want seems wrong, but it's
The right thing for me to do.
Lulo:"fine"

I breath in and out relieved
Me:"thank you sso much"

Lulo:"but it'll take a while, it might
even be next year, but I'll get her out
I just need you to be patient with me"
[ wrap my arms around him
Me:"thank you, I I really appreciate it,

you have a really good heart Lowell"



He finally holds me back after a while
He holds my chin as he turns my face
to kiss him.

I could get used to his warm soft lips.
Lulo:"I should get going"

He whispers against my lips
Me:"okay"

He pecks my lips one last time before
getting up.

I lock the door behind him.

I smile to myself as joy ripples through
me.

I'm getting out of here. I'm going to be

free at last.



skekeskskekek

"One word frees us of all the weight and pain of
life...that word is love, but is love meant for
everyone and does everyone mean it?" (Author)

sksksksksksk
To be continued
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I run up to Precious who was heading to the bar.
I stand infront of her blocking her way
Me(smiling):"hey!"

Presh:"hi?"

Me:"ccan we talk"

Presh:"have you accepted that we not leaving this
place?"

Me:"yyyou wrong, I hhave good news, it's lunch time,
let's go to the back"

She rolls her eyes I pull her and we head

To the room where all the worker chill and have
their lunch.

Presh:"what is it?"

Me:'"T talked to Lulonke, hhe ssaid that he'll get us
out of here, both of us"

She looks at me with a bored expression



Me:"jjust as we pplanned, he said it'll take a while
before he can get you out, but he'll get you out"

Presh:"you don't get it do you?"
Me:"get what?"

Presh:"T do not want to be saved, I like it here, this is
where I belong, I'm not going anywhere, I do not
wish to go to varsity, I get everything I need here"

Me:"TI don't uunderstand, this is what we wanted,
tto be free"

Presh:"it seems as though you the only one who
wants to be free, look around you Amahle, can't you
see how happy we are, we all like it here, we have
the freedom we want, we live in a hotel for crying
out loud, we get expensive clothes, who would want
to be free from here?"

She gets up

Presh:"ladies! Do any of you here wish to be free
from this place!?"

"Hell No!/ This 1s home/ this is paradise/ we are
already free"



All the girds disagree all at once
I look around, they happy, they don't
see anything wrong with being here

Me:"ssomething is not right, iit just doesn't add up,
ththis is not you Prescious, you not like them"

Presh:"wake up and smell the coffee Amahle, being
here is for our own good, these girls they are our
family now"

Me:"fine! iiiif yyou...(takes a deep breath)...iif you
wwwanna....

Everyone bursts into laughter as I fail
to say what I want to say.

I look at precious who folds her arms
and shrugs with attitude

[ wipe my tears as I attempt to say what I wanted to
say

Me:"iif you wanna stay here, ggo ahead!"

I storm out with everyone still laughing



My vision is blurry as I push through the crowd
trying to get to the bathroom.

"Amahle!"

I look towards the bar

J ustin calls me with his hand
[ walk towards the bar

J ustin:" I need you to go serve these drinks to the
gentlemen over there.

He points at a group of men at the other

side of the club.

I take the drinks. My hands are still

shaking my as I'm still trying to calm

myself down, I rush to the other side of the club
I give the men their drinks

Man:"thanks beautiful”

I nod as I attempt to walk away but he

holds my arm



Man:"why don't you keep me company?"
Me:"TI hhave to get back to work"

Man:"part of your work is keeping the customers
happy, and it would make me happy if you spend
some time with me"

He pulls me closer, he's drunk and so
are his friends
Me:"plplease I have to go"

Man:"come on, don't make me report you to your
boss forpoor customer service"

Me:"please, llet me go"

He puts his drink down and pulls me
towards the dance floor

Man:"dance with me princess"

I nervously try to move my body
Candice did warm me about this

she said we should always do whatever

the customers want, and we should



also allow them to touch us however they want. It's
part of ourjob.

This is not the first time this is happening, I've
managed to escape

this kind of harassment since I got here
This is the first time someone is

being aggressive and not letting me
get away. Even if he requests forus to
go to a room I should do so.

I'm not ready for this, why does it have
to happen now whenI'm so close to
getting out of this place.

He turms me around and dances while
groping himself on me, I feel disgusted
as he brushes his dick on my ass.
Me:"let go of me!!"

I push him off, he pulls me and kisses



me by force
Man:'Tll pay alot of money for you, so
relax!"

He locks me in his arm and walks through the
crowd heading to the

hotel side of the building.

We get to the reception as he books a
TOOMM.

Man:"room for one with a double bed please”
[ wipe my tears and comply

I don't want him reporting me and
having me sent back to where I was
bought. I guess I'll do this, just this
once, if I wanna make it out of here

I have to follow the rules before they
change their minds about sending me

to varsity.



The lady writes on some documents
We head to the lift

I faced down preparing myself forit to
start moving.

Before it could close, a foot blocked between the
door and it opened

The doorclosed

"Gentleman"

Man:"hi"

"Beautiful lady you got there, wife?"
Man:"hooker”

"Oh, don't I know you sweetheart?"

Ilook up at him

Mr Dreadlocks:"ohh yes, one of the new girls"

Man:"yeah, I've had my eyes on her since she got
here, tonight, she's finally mine, I'm willing to pay
any amount for this one"

Mr Dreadlocks:"she doesn't seem to be excited,



aren't you happy young lady? The gentleman will be
paying a huge amount for you"

I shake my head, I feel his strong hands
squeezing my neck.

Me:"TII'm hhappy, please, I'm hhappy"
He eases his grip, the lift comes to halt
I step out with my wobbly legs as we
approach the room.

[ wait for him to open the door.

Next thing I know he's on the floor with

Mr Dreadlocks guy squeezing his neck until he
passed out.

He opens the door and drags his body inside.
Leaving me astonished watching

everything unfold in a flash of lightning

He closes the door and locks it.

He dust himself fixing his shirt then



turn to look at me and smiles as if

nothing happened

Him:"do I know you? You look like someone I know"
Me......(silence)

Me:"yyou kkilled him?"

Him:"T'm not a killer sweetheart, I just put him to
sleep for a while"

He looks at me, Ilook away

Him:"you didn't agree to sleeping with him did you?"
I shake my head

Him:"you were going to allow him to rape you?"

I quiver hugging mys elf while rubbing my

arms.

Him:"do you like working here?"

I shake my head as I quickly wipe

the tear that managed to escape

Him:"you should ask your boss for



the rest of the day off, you don't look
so well sweetheart"

He touches my arm, his touch sends
chills all over my body, I flinch a bit.

I look at his hand where it's touching then look back
at him finding him looking at me with a worried
frown.

"What's going on here?"

We look to our left and see Lulonke coming towards
us through the passage

Lulo:"Amabhle, are you okay? I came as fast as I
could"”

I walk into his open arms and break down into tears,
he holds me for dear

life.

Me:"hhhe wwanted to sleep with me, hhe....
Lulo:"shhh it's okay, I'm here now, it's okay"
"Tll leave you two to it, you might wanna do



something about the guy in this room"

He walks away lulo's head follows his
direction until he disappears

He holds my shoulders

Lulo:"what did he want?"

Me:"hhe ssaid I should sleep with him, hhe....

Lulo:"No babe, I mean the guy that just left, what did
he want?"

[ sniff wiping my tears

Me:"nnnothing, he just ssuffocated him"
Someone starts banging on the door
"Hey! Let me out! I'm going to report yall!"

Lulo:"come, go pack your bags, you can't keep
working here"

[ look at him
Me:"yyou mean that? I'm leaving today?"

He pulls me closerto his side as we



walk away
Lulo:"you leaving today, who knows what
might happen next time"

Lowell

[ left Amahle in her room to pack her bags.
I can't let her stay or work here anymore
she's not like the other girls, she's in her
right mind.



I get in the office and im welcomed by
a punch across my face causing me
to stagger back towards the door.

Noah:"are you stupid? Is your brain functioning
properly?”

[ lick the blood on the side of my lip

as I make my way towards the table
while trying to adjust my jaw.

Noah:"why is she in her right mind?

You almost got the girl raped, for what!?"

Me:"don't worry, she's packing, she's done with this
place”

Noah:"the fuck? Lowell, you are not taking that girl
anywhere"
Me:"why should I listen to you? You

hardly even run this club, I do most
of the running here, together with the

family business, all you know is bossing



me around when it suits you, you know
nothing about business!"

He moves closerto me

Noah:"don't fucken make me angry man
I still enjoy having a little brother, don't
make me lose that"

Me:"is that a threat?"

Noah:"yes, it's a fucken threat for now, don't make it
a prophecy...you were supposed to drug all the

g]'IiS "

Me:"Amahle is mine, I'll get another girl for the club,
but she's done with this place"

He laughs moving away from me

Noah:"yours ?"

Me:"yes mine"

He laughs even harder as he touches

the glass vase

Noah:"you buy girls with my money



and you claim them to be yours?

You forget that this is actually my club
you don't own anything here, it's..all..mine"
I manage to duck as he threw the vase

at me crushing it against the wall

Me:"I chose her, I'll pay you back your money if
that's what this is about and I'll stay away from your
club, you can have it all. But Amahle is not staying
here"

Noah:"you seriously going to let pussy get between
us?"

Me:"she's not pussy, she's human, a better one than
you and she doesn't deserve to be here, Ilove her, I
thought you out of all people would understand that
and you'd support me, but I guess

you still that crazy boy who can't control his little
emotions”

Noah:"you calling me crazy?"

He charges towards me



I attack him with a punch first

I push him to the floor and start punching him.
He flips me over and puts his arm

over my neck blocking my airway

Noah:"you going to regret this"

He lets go and gets up

I cough trying to catch my breathe

He grabs his carkeys and phone

Noah:"you going to regret ever backstabbing me,
you going to regret it...mark my words"

He walks out banging the door behind him.

Me(groans in pain):"fuck!"

Amahle



[ just finished packing everything in the

suitcases that our clothes were delivered in when
they first came.

The door opens and a bruised Lowell
walks in.

I rush to him

Me:"whwhat happened?"

He sits on the bed

I touch his face, he flinches in pain

I take out my face cloth that I had
already packed from my bag.

I go and wet it with cold water then
walk back to him.

I place it on his bruised nose and eye

Me:"who did this to you?"



Lulo:"it doesn't matter”

He looks at me

Lulo:"I think I lost my job"
Me:"what?...No..iiis it bbecause of me?"
Lulo:"No baby, it's not because of you
it's because of me, but don't worry I
don't need it anyway"

Me:'"Lulo, iif getting me out of here hhas cost you
your job, please, it's fine, I can

stay here, it'll take a while getting used
to it bbut eventually I'll adapt”

Lulo:"you not adapting to this, if there's
anything you should adapt to, it's varsity
and living happily ever after with me, we
understand each other?"

I nod, he opens his arm welcoming me

as Ilet him capture me in his embrace



Me:"TI promise you, you will nnever regret helping
me, I'll study hard bbecome a doctor and be the
best woman for you..I I'll mmake you proud”

Lulo:"you already the best woman, I know you'll
make me proud, I'm already so proud that you mine"

I look up at him, he moves his lips closer
he places them on mine for a while
Lulo:"are you done packing?"

He asks with his lips still against mine
Me:"yes"

Lulo:"let's go then"

I reluctantly move away as 1 go take

my bags.

We head out

He covers me against his chest as the lift heads
down.

We now in his car on the road



Me:"whwhere are you taking me?"
Lulo:"you going to stay with me, until
[ find you an apartment near campus”
Me:"when will that be?"

Lulo:'Tll probably find something in two to three
days time, bit you'll only move there once classes
start”

He glances at me

Lulo:"T wanna spend a bit of time with you before
you move to your own place"

A smile creeps on my face
Me:"that sounds like a good idea"
He takes my hand and locks it with his.

This is the beginning of my new life and Ijust can't
help but feel ecstatic about it



Noah

Me:"you promoted"

Derek:"huh?"

Me:"you taking over Lowell's position
he's fired"

Derek:"you mean I'm your new partner?"

Me:"Yes, but we not signing anything, just in case
you also wanna betray me in future”

Derek:"T understand"

Me:"all girls in here are strictly for business, you not
allowed to date

any of them"

Derek:"yes boss"



Me:"T want you to keep an eye on this Amahle girl,
she left with my brother,

she'll be starting varsity soon,  wanna know
everything about her, from what she likes to what
she hates, her allergies, everything"

Derek:"yes boss"

Me:"don't harm her though, don't touch her, once
she thinks she's got it all figured out, then we'll
strike. Let her

enjoy her few years of freedom... Lowell will know
better than to mess with me, I've spoilt that kid
rotten”

Derek:" I'm already on it boss™
Noah:"you may be excused"
He walks out

I get up and head back to the hospital.



skekeskesksk

The saddest thing about betrayal is that...it doesn't
come from your enemies"

skekeskeskek

To be continued
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Me:'Tm pregnant”

Lowell:"what?"

Me:"you heard me Lowell and it's yours"
He gets up from his seat holding his head
Lowell:"how sure are you about that"
Me:'Tm two weeks pregnant, Noah and

[ haven't had sex for over a month"

Lowell:"s hit! How did it happen, we always used
protection?”

Me:"mistakes happen with condoms Lowell"
Lowell:"were you not on birth control or something?"
Me:"T wouldn't be pregnant if I was"

Lowell:"s hit lJulama! This is a problem, a big one"
Me:"T know, what are we going to do?"

Lowell (pacing):"okay, think Lowell, think"

He's pacing while deep in his thoughts

Me:"you making me dizzy, I'm probably going to



start showing crazy symptoms soon, and Noah is a
doctor, he'll definitely catch on"

Lowell:"when last did you guys have sex"

Me:"it was our first time being intimate last night
after the dinner with the parents”

Lowell:"you have to tell him you pregnant next week,
tell him you are a week pregnant and give him this
pregnancy test, it doesn't show any date does it?"

Me:"not the one I used, so you want your brother to
raise your child?"

Lowell:"do we have another choice? Look I'll always
be there for the child at least I won't be far away
and he's my brother. I trust that he'll be a good
fatherlike he's been a good brother to me"

Me:"what if in future he wants DNA?'
Lowell:"you make sure he doesn't"
Isigh and sit back

Me:"T think I should just abort the baby"

Lowell:"you crazy? You can't do that"



Me:"this baby will only cause drama in my life, that's
the last thing I need, I'm getting rid of it"

Lowell:"No, don't do that, that's my baby too"
Me:"yes, but we'll be pinning it on your brother, you
won't raise it"

Lowell:'T1l be there for the baby, just not as a father
but as an uncle, don't abort"

Me(sighs):"T don't know, if Noah ever finds out"
Lowell:"he won't if you listen to everything I tell you"
Me:"fine, I'll keep it"

Lowell:"you going to have to stop using drugs and
stop drinking alcohol with immediate effect"

Me:"arrgh, this is boring me already"
Lowell:'Tm serious Lulama"

Me:"fine"

(Silence)

[ walk up to him, I pull him closerto me
holding him around his waist as Ilay on



his chest

Me:"Tmiss you"

He pushes me off him

Lowell:"back off Lulama, I told you, we

are done, I'm in a relations hip now, I don't need you
messing it up for me"

Me:"one final kiss?"

Lowell:"No, please leave my office now"

[ wrap my arms around his neck

He yanks them off

Lowell:"leave before I have you escorted"
Me(gasps):" you'd do that to me?"

Lowell:"leave Lulama, and never contact me unless
it's about the little life in your tummy"

Me:"Tlove you Lowell, it's always been you and it'll
always be you"

I brush the side of his face before making my way
out.



My heart literally stops as I bump into

Mr Nhlabathi as soon as I close the door of his
office

He puts his finger on his lip warning me
to keep my mouth shut.

He leads the way and I follow behind him until we
reach his car.

He directs me to get on the passenger

seat.

[getin

Him:"s o, you pregnant for my son"

Me:"yes sir”

Him:"just not the one you should be pregnant for"
Me:"it was a mistake I..

Him:"you don't have to explain, I heard everything"
Me:'Tll get rid of it"

Him:"of my grandchild? You'll do no such"



Me:"what are you saying? I should keep it?"

Him:"you going to keep it and that child is Noah's,
do you understand?"

I nod

Him:"any harm happens to that baby, all hell will
break lose"

Me....
Him:"are we clear?"
Me:"yes sir”

Him:"get out of my car and young lady, you better
learn how to close yourlegs

I'm keeping my eyes on you, stay away
from Lowell"

Me:"T will"

Him:"and keep your mouth shut, don't tell anyone
including Lowell that I know about this"

Me:"Twon't

I step out of the car and walk to my car



I start the engine and drive home.

Lowell

A knock comes through the door
bringing me back to earth from my
thoughts.

Me:"come In"

The door open

[ almost roll my eyes at the sight of him
Dad:"Ndodana"

(Son)

Me:"Dad"



He takes a seat opposite me
Dad:"T came to check on business"
Me:"oh, Noah is not here"

Dad:"if I wanted to talk to Noah I would've went to

Me:"T thought he told you everything last night, you
never promoted me, remember?"

He chuckles and sits back giving me his
Intimidating look

Dad:"okay"

He puts his hands up in surrender
Dad:"T was wrong to treat you like that
last night"

Okay that's a first. Dad never admits he
was wrong, ever.

It's either mom put him up to this orhe's
up to something.



Me:"what do you want Bongani?"

Dad:"umthethwami bengizoxolisa for indlela
engenze ngayo izolo"

(Actually I came to apologize for the way I acted
yesterday)

Me:"it's nothing new Dad, I'm used to it"

Dad:"just accept my apology and stop with the self
pity”

Me:"I really have a lot of work to do"

Dad:"look, I don't want you thinking I hate you or
something, I don't, you are

my son and I love you both equally”
Me(chuckles):"yeah sure"

Dad:"you are my youngest, and honestly
I feel like you too soft, sometimes I may
be hard on you cause I want you to be
strong, one day you'll understand”

Me:"how is sidelining me and criticizing



me making me strong?"

Dad:"yabo kodwa nawe you too sensitive
uyazbona?" (You see yours elf)

He gets up and comes towards me
Dad:"let's shake it off™

I sigh then get up I stretch my hand to
him

We shake he forcefully pulls me in for

a brief hug.

We sit back down.

Dad:'Tjust wanted to let you know that..
I'm back, I'll be taking overas CEO since
Noah is not interested in the position,
he'll be getting back once he makes a

baby with his wife or when I decide it's time for him
to come back"

Me:"you'd rather come back than give



me the position so long?"

Dad:"you don't need this position Lowell
your payroll is already equivalent to that
of a CEO, I don't get what more do you
want?"

Me:"it's not about that Dad, it's about respect and
responsibility of the position

I want it, I think I deserve it more than
anyone else, I've also worked very hard
for the company to be where it's at today"

Dad:"you already COO or you want me to give that
position to someone else?"

Me:"what do I have to do to prove to
you that I deserve this position?"

Dad:"T love your ambition son and maybe some day,
it'll earn you a seat in the throne for now, focus on
what you responsible for”

I sigh and rest my back on the chair



Dad:"you acting like you've been working here for
years, it's only been two years, you only 21 years
old, you still have a long way kid, relax"

He squeezes my shoulder

Dad:"love you son, take care"

He makes his way out

I grab a book and throw it to the door

in frustration.

Amahle

"Hey"



"Wake up"

I slowly open my eyes to be met by

his brown eyes

Me:"hey, you back"

Lulo:"yes babe, why you sleeping so early"
Me:"T ppassed out while watching TV"

He places wet kisses on my lips

Lulo:" sorry to wake you up but I'm bored"
[ giggle as I get up

Me:"'Tm up"”

[ open my arms for a hug, he bends over
hugging me while picking me up in the
process.

He sits down while carrying me with

my legs around his waist

He rests his head between my breasts

Me:"hhow was work?"



Lulo:"you know I'm slowly starting to

hate my job"

Me:"wwhy?"

He moves his head and leans on the couch
Lulo:'Tjust feel as though I'm not
appreciated for all my hard work"

Me:"wwhy not? Are yyou not getting a raise?"

Lulo:"it's not that, it's just L..(sigh)...it doesn't matter
babe, I don't want to dumb my bad day on you"

Me:"you not dumping it on me, I  wwant you to be
free talking to me about anything"

He looks at me and smiles

Lulo:"you are so beautiful, you know
that right?"

I blush looking down

Lulo:'Td like to meet the parents that

created this beauty for me, Ineed to go



personally thank them"

I get off him and sit on the couch
Lulo:"what's the matter?"

Me:"do you want something to eat?"
Lulo:"did I say something wrong?"
Me:"ITll go dish up for you"

I get up and head to the kitchen

Noah

I come out of the shower and head to
the bedroom
I find lulama on the bed wearing a sexy

lingerie



Lulama:"surprise!"

Me(laughs):"what's this about?"

I head to the dresser and lotion my body
Lulama:"T know you must've had a

long tiring day at work, so I thought we could do
something that'll relax you"

Me:"so you concluded that sex will relax me?"
She gets up takes my lotion and rubs

my back

Lulama:"Yes, don't worry, I'll do all the

work"

Me:"you really suck at this seducing thing babe"
She giggles, I keep a straight face cause

[ wasn't joking

[ turn to face her

She wraps her arms around my neck

and kisses me.



I pick herup as I throw her on the bed.

[ rip off herlight lingerie exposing her

Perky boobs and tiny figure, her pussy

1S nicely shaved.

I get on top of her and start kissing her

A picture of her and my brother fucking

takes over my mind as she moans to my Kkiss.
"Come on baby, concentrate”

Vanessa's voice crosses my mind

Ilook at lulama's face and I imagine

heras Nessa.

My dick gets harder thinking about her

"T'm here baby, let's fuck her together”
Me:"get on your knees"

She obeys getting on her knees bending

her back really low exposing her pussy.

I rub her fold as I place my dick on her entrance...



[ imagine Nessa holding me from behind

I easily slide myself in her and start fucking her
hard

skl
I release in her and collapse on the bed
Nessa's image disappears from my mind
I should go visit herin KZN this weekend
I miss her so much.

Lulama (heavy breathing):"damn babe, you were on
fire tonight"

Me:"don't forget to drink the pill in the
morning"

Lulama:"but, why?"

Me:"cause I said so"

I get up and go clean myself



skekeskskek

"Don't worry about the family that ignores and acts
like you don't matter, love the ones who are always
there for you no matter what"

skeksksksk
To be continued
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A week later

Amahle



I woke up around the three ams. I'm already ready
for my first day of classes.

I'm a bit nervous cause I only attended
orientation three times which was

not enough for me to memorize the whole campus.
We spent the whole night with Lulonke telling me
about varsity life and his experiences when he

was still a student, from what he told me
it sounds like a crazy busy life for varsity
students.

['ve packed my stuff but not all of them
Lulo suggested I leave a few behind
forwhen I come to visit him.

[ pour waterin a glass while my other

hand has an empty glass as I head back



to the bedroom.

I sit next to him, I bring the glasses
closerto his earas I pour water on
the other glass

Me:"water... sshhhh... waterfalls"

[ whisperin his ear

He shuffles a bit

Me(whispering):"hambo chama Lulo
shesha...ssshhh"

(Go pee Lulo hurry....ssshhh)

He shuffles again and groans a bit
[giggle quietly

[ pour a bit of water on the bed on the
area his butt was on and a bit on his
pants. It's warm water so he won't feel it.
Me:"Lulo! You peed the bed!"

I shout, he opens his eyes looking at me



with confused sleepy eyes
Me:"uuchamile! Sies Lulo uchamele umbede"
(you peed, you wet the bed)

he gets up while feeling himself
Lulo:"fuck! Where!?"

I can't help but laugh out loud as he flips
the covers feeling the bed

Lulo:"s hit, how did this happen? fuck I
should've known better than to pee in

a dream"

He looks down at his pants

Lulo:"yoh babe, I'm sorry, damn this is
embarrassing"

He says covering his eyes

Me(laughing):"yyou really believe you peed the
bed!?"

He takes off his pants



Lulo:" I don't wanna believe it, but my pants are
clear evidence"

I show him the glass of water

Me:"smell your pants"

He smells them

Lulo:"water?"

He stands there and looks at me with his
lazy eyes

I laugh throwing my head back on the bed
Lulo:"really? This is your doing?"

He gets on the bed and tickles me

Me(laughing):"T'm sorry!!

(Iwas just playing)
He finally let's go of me when tears from

laughing so much escaped my eyes

Lulo:'T1ll get you for this Mahle, a nigga really
thought he peed himself"



Me:"Tm sorry babe, I was trying to be romantic"
He laughs

Lulo:"romantic? Other men are woken up

with breakfast in bed, wet kisses all over

the face, cuddles, blow jobs even..and you decide
pranking me and embarrassing me is
romantic...wow, well-done babe, you've failed as a
gidfriend"

I laugh and throw a pillow at him but

he ducks it, I throw more and they all

hit him, he throws them back
Me(laughing):"Baby! Stop!"

He gets on the bed and we share a kiss

Lulo:"you crazy, you know that right?"

Me:"and wena udlisiwe, you know that right?"
(And you under my love spell)

He smiles and kisses me again

Lulo:"and I'm a happy man"



Me:"go bath baby, so you can take me to campus™
Lulo:"ohh yeah it's your first day"

He gets off the bed and walks to the

bathroom

"You must be supper excited, you've been talking
about this day ever since

I told you about going to varsity!"

Me:'Tm so excited! I I even wwoke up at three!"
I hear the shower water running

I take off the wet bed sheets as I fix the bed.

"At three babe!? That's absurd, you still have a
whole two hours before your class begins™"

Me:'Tve bbeen waiting for this day

all my life, what's more exciting is that we'll be
starting with cardiology class, the field I want to
follow"

"Oh yes my cardiologist! Iwish I could attend your
first class with you!"



Me(laughs):" Iwwish you could too"

I fold the blanket leaving the bed mattress to breath
as I go throw the

bed sheet in the washing machine

He'll have to wash it later.

Lulama

Me(heavy breathing):"babe!"

He pulls out as he gets off the bed
Me:"you should take it easy on me
babe, all this crazy sex will make me



lose my mind"

Noah:"I should've warned you before
marrying me, I'm kinda a sex freak”

I look up at the ceiling still trying to
catch my breath

Me:"that you are"

This man will be the death of my pussy
Every single night it's him and my
pussy, he's a sex freak indeed but I'm
not complaining cause he's so damn
good at it, always leaving me yearning for more.
"There you go"

He gives me a glass of water and a pill.

He always serves me the pill every morming he
never forgets, he really doesn't want any pregnancy

Me:"babe, there's no use for this pill anymore"

He frowns



Noah:"Luly, I told you, we not going to be making
babies anytime soon, you starting school today, I
want you focused on that, then after your degree,
we can look on it"

Me:"but..I'm pregnant"

He looks at me for a while then bursts
into laughter

Noah:"quit playing Lulama and drink up"

Me:'Tm one week pregnant, I tested yesterday
cause I wasn't feeling well"

[ turn to open the draw on the side of
the bed with the test.

I stretch out my hand showing it to him
He carefully looks at it.

I startle as there's a loud peircing noise
of breaking glass.

Noah:'T don't understand"

I look at the floor where he dropped the glass



Noah:"we were careful, I served you pills everyday?"

Me:"I forgot to take them once when you told me to
drink them in the moming, they were finished,
remember? and you only bought them three days
later”

Noah:"No, you can't be pregnant”
Me:'T am babe, you going to be a father”

He looks into my eyes with squinted eyes as if he
can see right through me

Noah:"let me see that?"

I give him the pregnancy tester

He looks at it, he sighs and sits on the bed
I crawl up behind him and wrap my

arms around above his shoulders

Me:"we going to be parents baby"

He takes my hand and kisses it

He turns and faces me

Noah:"I really didn't want us to have



kids right away, I wanted you to first
enjoy your life, achieve your dreams
like I did mine before giving you this
huge responsibility"

Me:"T know baby, and I wanted that too
but what's done is done, and please don't
feel bad, I'm happy about this baby, I'm
happy that I'm carrying your first bom,
I know that you'll make this pregnancy
worth it"

He pulls me to sit on top of him

Noah:"you know, I'm actually a bit excited about this,
['ve always wondered

what a junior me would look like, even
though it's sooner than I anticipated, I
can't believe I'm going to be a father”

He laughs, I ambush him with a kiss.



Noah:'Tll be someone's dad, me? a dad, can you
Imagine?"

Me:'T can imagine, I've seen how protective you are
over your family

[ know our child is coming to a safe
world where he or she will be loved

and protected at all costs™

He pushes me back a bit to take a

look at my tummy

Noah:"it's definitely a boy, a Noah junior”
Me(giggles):" hope so too"

He pulls me in fora hug

we stay in that position for a while
Noah:"let's go take a shower, you have
classes today"

He gets up, picking me up in the process

He walks around the glass as we head



to the shower.

sokok

We now driving to campus he insisted
on driving me since he has a
presentation there.

Me:"what is the presentation about?"
Noah:"Twas invited to come motivate
first year medical students, I didn't get
time to go during orientation, so I was
scheduled for today"

Me:"oh that's nice, you should wave your ring as
you greet them so that they know

you are a married man"
Noah:"mmbh is it?"

Me:"yes, [ know varsity girls, they be thirsty bitches,
and seeing you all

handsome with that white coat and stethoscope
around you neck, with



that clean formal outfit undermeath.

I'm even getting wet just describing you
right now"

He throws his head back in laughter
Noah:"you cute when you jealous babe"
Me:'Tm serious babe, back them off"
Noah:"you know I don't have time for
hoes, I'm a loyal husband"

I take his hand in mine and Kiss it

['ve grown to be attached to this man
My love for him grows with each passing
day and I'm just so happy that he finally
accepted our marriage and he's learning

to love me.



Amahle

He parks the car by the parking lot.

He insisted on dropping me inside
campus. His caris too much and I

did not want to draw alot of attention
to myself, but he said the attention will
eam me friends.

He even made roaring sounds with it
attracting alot of eyes our way with
some girls screaming and guys blowing
whistles

Me:"that was all so unnecessary Lulo"
Lulo:"it was, just watch, someone will

befriend you as soon as you walk out



this car”

I roll my eyes

Lulo:"don't be sassy with me"

He kisses my cheek

Me:" I'm sso nervous™

Lulo:"don't be babe, you got this, do you
want me to walk you to class?"

Me:'Tm a bbig gir Lulo, I'm not starting
grade one"

He laughs

Lulo:"still, new school, new environment, it's also
really big, you sure you wanna get lost on your
own?"

I sigh and look out the window

The way my tummy is so upset, if I could
fart, I'd shit my panties.

Me:"okay, let's go"



We get out the car and walk through the
campus, I felt like the center of attention
as Lulo held me around me shoulder.

He was tuming heads with the ladies
He's wearing a suit as he'll be going to
work after.

People's eyes just make me more
nervous and Lowell is not helping

Me:"T sshouldn't have let you come with
me"
Lulo:'T'm glad I did, these lighties already
undressing what's mine"

Me:"whwhat about the ggirls undressing you?"
He chuckles as Inotice the building I'm
supposed to be going to.

Me:"there it is, ththanks for accompanying me"

Lulo:"you don't want me to walk you



inside and help you find a seat"

I laugh hitting lightly on his chest
Me:"sstop, just go already"

Lulo:"okay ke, let me kiss"

I look around, there's too many people
and a few eyes are already on us
Me:"nno Lulo, what will people say"
Lulo:"that's the most boring line ever

I don't care what people will say, it's non
of their business, can I have my kiss?"
I shake my head as I move closer

we share a kiss with his lip capturing
my bottom lip

I quickly pull out

Me:"bye now"

Lulo:'Tll see you at half past two right?"
Me:"yeah"



He pecks my lips once more
Lulo:"okay, bye"
He tums and walks away

I walk inside and already eyes were on me. I blame
Lowell for kissing me so

right outside the class.

I bend my head down as I aim to go sit
right at the back

"Okay first years, settle down"

Ilook up at her

Lecturer:"welcome to your very first class, I know if
you here because of

passion, you must be supper excited

and you are looking forward to exploring

the medical world"

A smile creeps on my face as joy overwhelms me

Lecturer:"and if you not excited, well you must be in
the wrong profession.



I'm Dr Burns I'm your cardiology professor and
before we go any

further I'd like to introduce you to one
of the best cardiothoracic surgeons

around the country, ladies and gentlemen please
kindly welcome

Dr Nhlabathi"

I look towards the door as he makes
his way in.

It's him! Mr dreadlocks.

The class makes those uhh and ahh
sounds, mostly the ladies.

They shake hands

Lecturer:;"we'll let the doctor introduce himself as
he'll also inform us a bit on his field"

He steps forward

Dr Nhlabathi:"Good moming ladies and gentlemen,
I'm Dr Nhlabathi also known



as Noah, it excites me seeing so many of you young
people here, this is a start of a bright future, the
more of you, the more lives will be saved, that's
actually one of the main reasons I wanted to
become a doctor, to help people, there’s nothing
better than seeing people joyful and healthy.
Knowing that you play a big role in restoring their
health and relieving their pain, alot of lives are
depending on you guys, when I

was very young I wanted to be a superhero, cause
when [ watched them on T.V with a cape and
covered in face masks saving people from life
threatening situations, the joy you'd see in people
faces made me realize how life is so precious and
how many people fear for their lives and yearn to
live a long life,  was like.. that's it, when I grow up
I'm going to be Superman, that's literally what I said
in every class career day until grade five"

[ find myself laughing with the rest of
the class, my head rested on my palms

Dr Nhlabathi:"until I realized, noo the real



superheroes that actually exist in the real world are
Doctors, I mean look at me, this white coat, that's
our cape, we wear face masks at the hospital to not

catch diseases, and this stethoscope,
is one of our superpowers.

For those of you who wish to be cardiologist in
future, you the people with the most fragile heaxrts.
Please people, medicine is not child's play

you'll have sleepless nights, along the way you'll fail,
but don't let one or two failed tests be your breaking
point, remember your goal, remember why and who
you doing this for and you'll make it through till the
end successfully"

He smiles looking around
Dr Nhlabathi:"do you have any questions for me?"

I look around, I'm tempted to ask but I'm scared. I've
already drawn too much attention on me for one
day.

I decide to pick my hand up anyway seeing that no
one was picking their hand.



Dr Nhlabathi:"young lady at the back?"
He recognizes me

Me:"ccan you tell us a sshort description of your
medical field"

Dr Nhlabathi:"oh yes, I left that part out, thanks for
that question, well, A cardiothoracic surgeonis a
specialist who operates on the heart, lungs and
other thoracic organs. As well as performing
surgery, we also diagnose and treat diseases of
these organs”

One gid picks her hand up, she has long nails and a
long weave.

Dr Nhlabathi:"young lady in the middle?"
Girl:"what's thor...thora...

Dr Nhlabathi:"Thoracic?"

She nods, I think it's the spine

Dr Nhlabathi:"well the upper back spine is known as
the thoracic spine, it's the part of the spine that
connects to your



1ib cage, so when I said thoracic organs

I meant the organs in the chest, like your heart, the
lungs, the thymus gland, the breasts, the
tracheobronchial tree and the pleurae. I'm sure you
learnt a bit

about these in you life science class in
high school, you'll go deeper in depth in
your cardiology class™

He looks at his wrist

Dr Nhlabathi:" I would love to sit here all
day and tell you about how it's like being

a doctor and all, but I'm afraid I have to go and be a
doctor with my patients, you guys understand
right?"

There's a fewlaughs as the lecturer shakes his
hand and walks him out.

HHeyH
Ilook besides me at the gid sitting next to me



Her:"that was one hella hot doctor, don't you think?"
I smile at her
Me:"yeah kind of"

Her:"kind of? Girl did you take a good look at him? I
need to visit his hospital ASAP I think I have a heart
problem"

I laugh at her shaking my head

skekeskeskek

An apple a day keeps the doctor away...
But if the doctoris cute..forget the fruit™
skkekesksk

To be continued

[12/17,13:26] :Insert22



Me:"So together as a team we came up
with this design, I believe if we take the
steps I discussed in my previous slide

we can be successful in achieving this goal, it's a
beautiful image, it'll definitely

attract tourists. I went with this design

because it's unique and with exclusive



high tech design, we all know that we

living in a modem continuously developing world,
And it's time we take this company to greater
heights, we need to evolve with the rest of the world.

If we use this approach with most of
our projects, we could turn this country

into Dubaj, let's be bold and be one of the few
construction companies to use this approach.

I hope with my PowerPoint presentation

I was able to win over the Walton's hearts into
trusting us with this project?”

I walk closerto the table
Me:"thank you"

They clap their hands for me with impressed
expressions

[look at Dad at the other end of the table

Dad:"this was something, but the budget is too
high"



Me:"we have the money, and this project will also
bring in alot of money than we will lose, the
Walton's will als o profit alot as I presented in my
second slide"

Dad:"T don't know"

Mr Walton:"well I'm personally very happy about
your proposal it was very well presented and we
understood everything as you went step by step”

Walton's partner:"where are the papers we want to
Sign"
Everyone claps their hands

I instruct the lawyer to pass them the papers

Me:"thank you so much for believing in us, I
promis e, you will not regret investing in us"

They sign the papers
Ilook at Dad with a smile he smiles faintly.

We all shake hands as Dad and I walk them out of
the building.

Mr Walton:" we looking forward into doing business



with you"

Me:"we are just as excited Mr Walton, we won't
dis appoint”

Me Walton:"T hope not, we trusting y'all"

They get in their black Mercedes Benz

and drive off

We look at each other

Dad:"well, that went well"

Me:"wanna rate me?"

He laughs as we walk in

Dad:'Tll give you a seven, you were not bad at all"
Me:'"T saw you trying to challenge me"

Dad:"was testing your sKkills, looks like

I didn't waste my money with letting you study
overseas"

We walk into his office, he sits on his seat.

I sit by the couches



Dad:"so have you heard?"

I look at him

Me:"about?"

Dad:"the pregnancy, your brother's wife is pregnant"
Me:"oh..No, I haven't heard"

I stand up and walk towards the big

glass window

Dad:"we finally have something connecting us
completely with the Mthembu's, they'll never think
of turning against us in future"

I swallow spit through my suddenly very dry throat
Me:"yeah"

Dad:"you don't sound happy for your brother?"

His voice startles me as he's now right behind me
Me:"jeez dad, why sneak up on me"

[ walk towards the whiskey bottle and

pour myself a glass



Me:'Tm happy for Noah, I know he'll make a good
father”

Dad:"he will"
I go sit back down on the couch
Me:"maybe he will finally move on from Vanessa"

Dad:"he long moved on, he hasn't spoken about her
In a long time"

Me:"T'm worried about him though, I think his going
back to his old self, he's acting up"

Dad:"what makes you say that?"

Me:"we had a fight, he was brutal, I could see the
thirst for my blood in his eyes.

It's been a long time since I've seen that thirst, and
it was the first time happening to me"

Dad:"why? What did you do to him?"
I sigh as I take a sip of my whiskey

Me:"I kind of helped one of the girs in the club
escape, I helped her apply for varsity"



Dad:"you know the girls in the club are a no go area?
Why would you do that?"

Me:'T fell in love"

We maintain eye contact for a while
Dad:"you fell in love?"

He tries to register what I just told him
Me:"yes Dad, love, I couldn't let her carry
on working there knowing exactly what

she'll be expected to do. I've neverseen Noah so
mad at me"

Dad:"wait, you telling me that, you, Lowell Lulonke
Nhlabathi, fell in love?"

I chuckle looking to my side as Itake anothersip
Me:"why are you finding this so hard to

believe? I'm a human being with a heart

you know?"

He laughs, I shake my head

Dad:"I never thought I'd see this day



my playeris pussy whipped, who is
the girl and why haven't I met her?"
Me:"her name is Amahle, I'm not
ready for her to meet y'all"

Dad:"why not? I thought you were in love, I'd like to
see my son's first love"

Me:"we are not a normal family, you

guys will scare her off, specially you Dad, and with
Noah still mad for stealing her from the club, I'm
definitely not inviting her anytime soon"

Dad:'"T see, I don't understand why your brotheris so
mad to a point he'd want to hurt you just fora gir
that he can replace? Are you sure there's nothing
else you not telling me?"

I shake my head
Dad:"or maybe it's something he's not telling you?"

[ look at him as my heart pounds hard against my
chest

He raises his brow and shrugs his shoulders



Me:"you mean he's mad at something that I don't
know about?"

Dad:"could be, or maybe something you do know
about but you don't know he knows ?"

[ put my glass down as Istart to feel
the heat of this conversation

Dad:"But then again, we not sure, I guess you just
have to sit down with your brother and talk things
out”

I look at my wrist for the time

Me:'Tm late, I need to be somewhere"
Dad:"there's something I need to show
you later, be home by eight”

Me:"what is it?"

Dad:"just be home by eight"

Me:"okay"

I get up and head out.

[ drive to Braamfontien to pick Amahle up.



Amahle

It's been an hour waiting for Lowell to
come pick me up.

I'm getting a bit worried cause he is not
picking up my calls.

Andiswa the girl who was sitting next to
me has already left. I'm now on my own.
"Hey there"

I look up to be met by a light skinned
good looking guy

Me:"hhi"



Him:"my name's Luca"
Me:"okay"
He laughs

Luca:"lI saw you standing alone, and I was also
standing alone, so I thought I'd come up to youso
we can stand together”

[look up at him

Luca:"T know I suck at this, I should probably just
get straight to the point, can I be your friend?"

I can't help but burst into laughter

Luca:'Tm really good at embarrassing myself, this is
weird, I'm weird, I'll leave you alone now"

Me(laughing):"No, dddon't go"

He smiles

Luca:"you mean it?"

Me:"yeah, I'm weird too"

Luca:"great, friends hip match made in heaven"
Ilook at him



Luca:"that was a weird thing to say, you can just tell
me to shut up anytime and I'll do just that"

Me:"yyyou funny"

He laughs

Luca:" glad you find my weirdness funny"
Me:"aaare you also ddoing your first year?"
He nods

Luca:"yeap, I'm in your class, I'm also doing
medicine, I noticed you in the

morning with your boyfriend, he kissed

you before leaving you right infront of the building"
I cover my face in embarrassment

Me:"you saw that?"

Luca:"alot of people saw that, it wasn't a bad sight
though, I'd kiss you in public if you were my
girdfriend"

I frown at him

Luca:"shit, [, 'm sorry but you going to have to get



used to my absurd mouth"

Me:"so whwhwhat are you majoring in?"
Luca:"biological science, you?"
Me:"physical science"

Luca:"have you decided which field you interested
in?"

Me:"dddefinitely cardiology, you?"
Luca:"neurology"

Me:"uuh that's a sensitive route"

Luca:"so is the heart"

Me:"it's bbetter than the brain, all those nerves"
Luca:"nothing's better, they all complicated"
Me:"T ggues you right"

Luca:"you always stutter?"

Ilook at him as precious's voice echos

In my head

**Flas hback™**



Presh:"you always stutter?"

I nod shyly looking away

Me:"mo most of the time"

She holds my chin and tums my face to look at her
Presh:"hey, don't be embarrassed, I think it's cute"
**End of Flashback™**

Luca:'Tm sorry I didn't mean to be offensive”

I shake my head

(Car hoots)

Ilook across the road, it Lulonke

He signals me to wait he'll do a you tum

Me:'"I stutter, momost of the time"

Luca:" you'll probably stop as time goes on, but it's
actually cute"

Me(smiles):"thanks"
He parks the carright in front of me

he gets off and walks around coming



towards me
Lulo:"hey babe"
I fold my arms and huff

Lulo:"'Tm sorry I know, I'm late (looking at Luca) and
who's this?"

Luca:'Tm...

Me:"thought I get myself a new boyfriend ccause
you ditched me"

He raises his brow

Luca:"please don't listen to her man, I'm just a friend,
honestly, ten fingers in the bible"

I can't help but laugh at him

Lulo chuckles shaking his head
Lulo:"let's go love"

He holds me around the waist and leads
me to the car

I turn looking back at him

Me:"bye!"



He waves as he walks away avoiding
eye contact with Lowell.

[laugh as I get in the car, he closes the
door and walks around to his side.

We speed off

Me:'Tve been calling you"

Lulo:"you have?"

He looks around until he finds his phone
He looks at it, then focused back on the
road.

Lulo:"my phone is on silent, 'm sorry
baby,  was in a meeting, it turned out
to be longer than anticipated"
Me:"Twas starting to get worried"

He rests his hand on my thigh and
brushes it

Lulo:"my bad sthandwa sam, I should've



alerted you about the meeting, ngiyaxolisa babe"
His sweet voice makes my heart melt

Me:"it's okay, once I see my apartment

it'll be easier, I'll jjjust take a ttaxi"

Lulo:"I see you a dreamer, no girlfriend of mine will
take taxis"

Me:"ayibo, I I can't always ddepend on you"
Lulo:'Tll organise a driver for you"
I roll my eyes shaking my head

Lulo:"this thing of rolling your eyes will get you into
trouble babe wam"

Me:"whatever"
He chuckles shaking his head

I think I watch too much TV, I've adapted to rolling
my eyes and giving attitude

I guess Lulo has also been influence
cause he gives me the same attitude t

too.



Lulo:'TIl pretend I didn't hear that, so how
was your first day?"
He reminds me

Me:"it was awesome, even though we didn't do
much, they were just introducing us to the modules”

Lulo:"I told you first days are useless”

Me:"a ddoctor came to talk to us in ththe moming,
doctor Nhlabathi, I kind of wondered if is he related

to you cause you also Nhlabathi and I remember
seeing you with him at the club?"

He clears his throat

Lulo:"oh, yeah, he's my brother"

Me:"Oh, you ddidn't tell yyou had a brother?"
Lulo:"yeah well now you know"

He brushes me off.

I keep my mouth shut and look

out the window

Lulo:'Tm sorry, I didn't...



Me:"it's fine"
We drive into what looks like an estate
It's written Wanderers View Estate

He talks to the security at the gate, he gives him
something like a card before driving in.

We get out the car and take my stuff
at his trunk then head inside
Me:"wow, this pplace is beautiful”

I feel his arms sneak around me from
behind

Lulo:" before you enjoy this place I want you to
forgive me for earlier”

I turn to look at him and wrap

my arms around his neck

Me:"it's totally fine, ddon't worry about it"
He pecks my lips

Lulo:'Tlove you"



Me:'"T love you too"

We share an intense Kiss

I break out after a while

Me:" I wanna look around"
Lulo:"you should see the view first"

He pulls me by my arm towards the transparent
door

Noah

Me:"please hang on to this prescription

Mrs Brown, if you still having problems after a
month, then we can talk about

surgery"



Her:"okay doctor, I hope it works cause

I've had this problem for years, and doctors couldn't
help me, someone

recommended you, she said you perform miracles,
when it comes to matters of the heart"

Me:"T don't know about miracles, but I sure do try
my best, and I'll do my best to help you with your
weak heart"

Her:"thank you son, God will bless you"
She gets up, I also stand and walk her out
Me:"God will bless you too mah"

[ head back to my seat.

A knock comes through my door
Me:"come in"

" Doctor, there's a Derek here to see you"
Me:"send him through"

After a while he makes his way in

He sits opposite me



Me:"what do you have for me?"
He hands me a big envelope
Derek:"that's everything you need to

know about the gir, it was not easy finding her
background, I had to trace

from where she was bought”

Me:"okay, thanks for this"

Derek:"No problem bozza"

Me:'Talso saw her today, apparently she's studying
medicine"

Derek:"yeah, she's a smart one, you'll see herschool
records in there yourself"

Me:"she is huh, I don't blame my brother

for falling for this one"

Derek:"yeah, she's something"

Me:"oh, she is something alright"

Derek:"okay doctor, sengiyindlela”

(I'll be on my way)



Me:"okay Derek, thanks once again, I'll come by the
club soon”

Derek:"sure bozza"

He makes his way out.

I open the envelope to be met by

a big picture of her.

I stare at it for a while, she's smiling
showing her white straight teeth

I can tell she's smart just by looking at her picture
and judging by her boldness

of asking me about my profession in
class, she's an ambitious one.
A smile creeps on my face

Me:"oh sweetheart, forgive me for what I'm about to
do with you, you just got caught up in the middle"



skekeskesksksk

"Whoever tests my waters, better know how to
swim" (Noah Nhlabathi)

skekeskeskekek

To be continued
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I left Amahle to arrange her new place
as I drove home to meet up with my
father.

I park outside the house and walk
towards the door.

I was about to knock when he opened

Dad:'T said eight, it's five minutes past eight, you
late"

[ laugh

Dad:"what's so funny?"

Me:"that actually rhymes"

He slightly slaps my face

Dad:"let's go"

Me:'Tm not coming in?"

Dad:"No, let's go"

Me:"canIat least great and kiss my mother?"

Dad:"Boy! Let's go"



I follow behind

He gets in his carand I get in mine

I drive behind h as he leads the way.
After an hour of driving we reach some
abandoned building

We lean against his car

Me:"so what are we doing here?"
Dad:'T have an enemy"

Me:"you have many of those"

Dad:"yes, with this one it's different, I stole a lot of
money from him'

Me:"why am I not surprised, so what am I doing
here?"

Dad:"he wants your blood, this is alot of money so
he said he wants to take something precious from
me before I can be forgiven"

My heart skips a beat
Me:"what!? You bought me here to get me killed?"



Dad:"it shouldn't matter anyway, your brother will
probably kill you either way when he finds out you
impregnated his wife"

Me:"h-how?.... L..

Dad:'T know, it's over for you son"

A carpulls up and two men get out,

One wearing black and the other blue .

Me:"please Dad, don't do this? Why you doing this?"

He turns and walks towards the guy while pulling
my arm

Guy in black:"wow, you actually bought him? I
thought you were bluffing"

Dad:'T don't bluff"
He pushes me in the middle of them

Guy in black:"well we'll just make this really quick
and not less painful”

They both point their gun at me

I turn to look at bongani



Me:"you seriously going to watch me die? Do you
really hate me that bad?"

Dad:"save the sob speech son, your days were
numbered anyway when you slept with your
brother's wife"

I hearthe gun slide lock
I close my eyes waiting for him to pull the trigger

Me:'"T hate you Bongani Nhlabathi, and I'll make sure
[ haunt you for this"

*Boom!™*

(The gun goes off)

After a while waiting for pain I open one
eye and feel myself

Me:'Tm alive"

I sigh in relief taking deep breath trying to calm
mys elf from the shock

I look behind me and the guy in black is
on the floor, with blood oozing out his head.



The guy in blue shoots him again
He looks up at us then walks towards my father
They fist pump and shake hands

Dad:"well done Lunga, that was a nice shot, I knew
you were a loyal one"

Lunga:"akhosmoko skhulu"
(It wasn't a problem boss)

Me:"wait wait wait, so you knew he wasn't going to
Kill me?"

Dad:"why would I let anyone kill my son?"
Me:"well...you were very convincing"
Dad:'T had to instill that anger in you

so he thought it was legit"

Lunga:"the stuff?"

Dad:"oh yes"

He walks to his car and takes a sport bag, he drops
it on the floor in front

of him



Lunga opens the zip and it's full of money
Dad:"dollars as promised"

They shake hands once more
Lunga:"until we do business again”

He walks away, he grabs the car keys from the dead
body and drives off

A few men come from behind us

Dad:"my guys, thanks for having my back, you can
clean this mess up"

They go to the crime scene taking
the body

We walk towards his car

Me:"who told you about....
Dad:"about your affair with Lulama?"
I swallow s pit

Me:" yeah, does Noah know?"
Dad:"you can't hide things from me



I have eyes and ears everywhere.

I don't know about your brother, maybe he knows
maybe he doesn't, but he hasn't told me anything"

Me:"s hit"
I brush my head

Me:"are you going to tell him? About the pregnancy?
And everything?"

Dad:'Tm not a snitch, your brotheris not stupid, he'll
probably find out on his own"

Me:"shit, I should just come clean"

Dad:"no, don't do that, let him have the baby, he'll
raise it as his own, we don't need any feud with the
Mthembu's right now, not now not anytime soon"

Me:"but...

My phone vibrates from my pocket
I take it out and look at it

[ answer it

Me:"Sthandwa sam”"



"Baby wam, I'm s orry for dis turbing you"
Me:"no babe, not at all, you can never dis turb me"

"mmbh okay, I ccan't sleep, being alone in this big
aapartment, it's scary, and I just woke up from a
nightmare"

Me:"they back?"

"I think so, mmmaybe it's bbecause I'm alone, can
you please come over? If it

won't be much trouble?"

Me:'T1l be right there babe, I was still at

my parents house, I'll drive straight to you after”
"Okay love, I'll see you then"

Me:"yes babe, bye"

"Bye"

I drop the call

Dad:"focus on your gidfriend and stay away from
Noah, unless you reconciling

without you confessing”



I nod

Dad:"you know what Noah can be capable of, you
don't want to get on his wrong side, you still young
for me to lose you"

Me:"fine, I get it, I'm still mad at you
for making me think I was about to die"
He laugh and slightly slaps me tilting my

head as he gets in the car and drives of

Amahle



[ asked Lowell to stay over the night.
[ don't think I'm ready to stay on my own

[ tried falling asleep but all I could picture was
snakes.

I haven't had the nightmares in a while now and
als o the soothing voice is no longer in my dreams.

I still do get unbearable pain whenIgo
on my period, I hate it, why do I have to
go through pains when I'was doing fine
ever since I started menstruation.
Me:"thanks ffor sleeping over”

Lulo:"even though you going to let me repeat the
same outfit for work tomorrow, it's fine, the
sacrifices we make forlove"

Me:'Tironed it and hhanged it nicely for you"

Lulo:"you a good wife girfriend"



[laugh as I get on the bed
Lulo:"now who are you leaving this space for?"

I move closerto him as he welcomes me into his
arms

Me:"Twas thinking"

Lulo:"and what were you thinking about?"
Me:"about precious™

Lulo:"Oh?"

Me:"yeah, I'm I'm worried about her, shshe wasn't
herself when I left, iits

like she was a whole different person

all we ever talked about ever since we

met was escaping annd going out there

to achieve our dreams, bbut now, I don't

know her anymore"

Lulo:"why do you think she changed her mind?"

Me:'T don't know, ththats what's confusing me, I
don't know what to



think anymore"

Lulo:"T mean, if she says she's happy there then
maybe you should just let her be"

I remove my head from his chest and

look at him

Me:"No, I know prescious, shshe wwanted to make
it out of there as

much as I did. All of a sudden over

night she's happy with that place and

has given up on her future? No, I I refuse

to believe that"

Lulo:"then how do you explain her behavior?"
Me(sighs):"T think she was drugged oor
hypnotized, infact I think all the gids in

there were hypnotized, ththere's absolutely no way,
all those girls are happy with their lives there"

He sits up straight
Me:"Lulo, you hhave to still get her out



of there, I can't just give up on her, then

we'll take her to the doctorto get her checked"
Lulo:"Amahle"

He sighs out loud shaking his head while
rubbing his eyes

Lulo:"I cannot get your friend out. You saw that I
already lost my job there

because of getting you out, now [ have
no say with precious, I'm sorry but you
going to have to move on without her”
Me:"fine, I'll forget about her"

[ sink in the bed and face the other way
"don't do that Mahle"

He moves closer and brushes his hand
over my arm

"Please look at me"

Me:"please, ccanljustsleep, I'll try to



forget about her”"

"Amahle, what do you want me to do?
Tell me, I'll do it"

I turn to face him

Me:'"T jjust want mmy friend, who knows what they
ddoing to her over there"

Lulo:"but how do you expect me to get
her out?"

Me:"it's okay if you can't do it"
Lulo:"okay fine, I'll find a way"
Me:"how?"

Lulo:'Tll have an idea, Ijust hope it'll
work"

Me:"really?"

Lulo(smiles):"yeah, really"

I throw my arms over him, he holds me
back



Lulo:'Tlove you, I'll do anything to make you happy"
Me:"thank you, I I really appreciate it"

He moves his face closer capturing my

lips in his.

I feel a rush of helplessness as he deepen the kiss.
He removes his arm from my back as he

gets in top of me, my legs voluntarily

open allowing him to comfortably rest

In between them

His hand trails the side of my leg

He moves his hand slowly up from my

thighs leading my nightdress up all the way to my
tummy.

He cups my naked boob and starts massaging it
slowly, I'm starting to lose

my breathing pattem.

His lips slowly move away from my lips



planting down to my neck, I giggle as

his tongue tickles me, I've never been
kissed on the neck before, it feels good.
Aloud gasp escapes my mouth as I feel
his fingers sliding in my panty

I quickly grab his arm stopping him

as his hand is cupping my punani
Me(whis pers):"Lowell"

Lulo(whis pers):"what is it?"

Me:'T tttold I'm not ready"

Lulo:'"T respect that, we just having a little fun, I
promise, I won't put my dick in"

I nod

Me:"o-okay"

He smashes his lips on me as his hand
finds its way back under my panty.

He traces his middle finger along the lips of my



punani, teasing me, his finger rubbing right on my
clits.

Moans leave my mouth as pleasure engulfs my
body.

He runs his free hand up the side of my body until
he reaches my neck

He gently pushes in his fingerIarch my
back

Me(breathlessly):"painful”

He sits up still in-between my legs

He helps me sit up as he removes my
dress throwing it on the floor

Me:'Tll make it less painful”

He removes my panty, I liftt my legs up
making it easy for him as he throws it on
the floor.

I can't believe a man is looking at my

fully naked body right now.



He takes off his boxers and his big dark dick
springs up, my eyes literally pop out

at the sight, it's my very first time seeing

a dick in real life, he once made us watch pom so
I'm not completely clueless. I feel my punani clench

with an itch, could it be that I really want

all of that inside of me?

He pushes me back to lay down as he gets on top
This time his kiss is different and faster

it's a hungry kiss with his hard dick resting on my
tummy, he takes my hand

and leads it to his dick making me touch
it with his hand over mine he helps me
massage it up and down, I can feel his
veins popped out, his dick is a bit wet

It must be pre cum

He moves down trailing his lips down my

tummy until he reaches my little heaven.



His tongue starts doing unholy things

to me, my soft moans have gotten louder by the
minute as my nerves reach

their peak.

I'm suddenly feeling a deep urge pee as his tongue
and fingers do unexplainable

things to me

Me:"Lulo...aahh...ngfun'ukchama....pl pl pleeease!"
(Ineed to pee)

"Chama baby"
(Pee baby)

I shake my head while moaning his tongue not
giving me a chance to catch

my breathe

"Chama love, it's okay"

I can't hold it in anymore, I release
he gets up and pulls my lips in his

I can taste myself, gosh I do not like



it, but my mind is too turned on to put
much into it.

J ust when I thought we were done, I feel his
manhood rub between my punani lips, he rests it
there and starts moving

it up and down

"Aaahhh mmmbhhh!...

my mouth wide open enjoying the pleasures as he
moves even faster

I desperately need him inside me now.

[ don't care anymore, I want him to have me.
Me:"pput it in"

Lulo:"open your eyes"

[ open them as he rubs his tip next to

my punani hole.

Fuck! I want him I can't take this anymore
Lulo:"repeat that"

Me:"put it in...(whispers)...I want you"



He taps it on me while rubbing it fast
Lulo(groans):" shit...I can't do that...you not ready"
Me(desperately):"please...Iam"

He kisses me as I feel warm liquid all
over my punani.

He moves and rests next to me

I touch my self before bringing my
finger up and notice a white thick

liqquid.

He pulls me into his arms, I put my leg
over him as he wraps his arms around
me.

We both trying to catch our breathe
Lulo:"were you really about to let me in?"
I nod shyly burying my face on his neck
He laughs softly

Lulo:"T told you, I respect your decision of wanting



to keep yourself, until you ready, and I told you we
were just having fun, I promised not to put it in, I
keep my promises love"

Me:"T know, Ijust fffelt so weak, I cccouldn't hold
mys elf from wanting you anymore"

He moves my face from his shoulder
for me to look at him

Lulo:"its very hard to resist you, if I didn't love you
so much like the way I do, I would've fucked you so
hard, whether you were ready or not"

Me:"wwhy seduce me like that though, I was ready
ttto throw all my mmorals out the window"

He laughs

Lulo:"don't worry babe, that time will come, weren't
you going to regret it

if I fucked you anyway when you begged?"

Me:"Twould've, I'm still not ready, I know I'm asking
you to wait for a long period

but please, be patient with me"



Lulo:'T1l be patient”
Me:"bbut please, ddon't cheat on me"
Lulo:"never"

Me:"if yyou feel like you can't wait anymore,
plplease break up with me

first"

Lulo:"now you talking crazy talk, relations hip is not
about sex, I can

and I will wait for you"

I cup his face and pull him closer

fora kiss

The next day
Lulama



Dad:"No lulama, it wasn't supposed to be this soon"
Me:'Tm sorry Dad, but it happened”

Dad:"T thought since you with a doctor

you'd be more careful”

Me:"we were careful dad, he literally served me pills
everyday, we just skipped a few days and boom, I
guess that's when it happened"

Dad:"so now how are you going to juggle
between school and a baby, this is a
big responsibility"

Me:'Tll find a way dad, many students get pregnant
and still finish their degrees on time"

Dad:"s hit, this happened too soon, now

we are forced to sign those papers,



we haven't even profited from their business yet,
you were supposed to wait a few years, now how do
you expect me

to take over their company?"

I cover my mouth shocked by my
father's words

Me:"Dad! You can't do that"
Dad:"thanks to you! Now I can't, mmh"
He gets up and starts pacing
Me:"there's no need for bad blood with
the Nhlabathis Dad, we are all a family
now"

Dad:"Family my foot!!"

I startle at his outburst

Dad:"you careless girl, careless stupid little gird"
He raises his hand in attempt to hit me

[use my arms to shield myself



[ open my eyes and realize he's walked
away.

Who is this man and what has he done
to my father?

Me:"Daddy? were you about to lay your
hands on me?"

He walks closerto me with regret in his
eyes

Dad:'Tm sorry angel, I got angry"

He pulls me into his arms

Dad:'T1l find another way, I'll make a plan
and you will help me"

I break out of his embrace

Me:"Ican't do that Dad, I don't want to
be part of your whatever schemes you
have in mind against the Nhlabathis"
Dad:"you are already very part of it, I've done so



many dirty schemes for you,

you in varsity because of my schemes
you are now very much part of whatever
plan I have against the Nhlabathis"

I sigh and walk towards the wine bottle

[ pour myself a glass

Dad:"good idea, we should kill that baby,
does anyone know about it?"

Me:"Yes, Noah knows and his father and
brother”

Dad:"fine, let them get attached to it, at
six months you'll get a miscarriage"

Me:"what? No! Dad, I'm not doing that, I'm not killing
my baby!"

Dad:"sshhhh why you shouting? You
want your mother to hear us?"

Me:'Tm not killing my baby dad"



Dad:"okay, fine, you won't do it"
Me:"yes, Iwon't"

Dad:'Tm sorry for talking like this with you, I'm sure
you wondering what's gotten into your father”

Me:"you think?"

Dad:'"let's just say, The Nhlabathis are

not as innocent as they look”

Me:"why? What have they ever done to you?"

Dad:'"lets just say we have bad blood, but they don't
know that I'm very aware of that bad blood"

Me:"you should just forgive them and

move on Dad, you need to focus on mom who's
health is at risk, you getting old, you don't need this
drama"

He laughs

Dad:"who you calling old?"

Me:"you, look at all that grey hair"
Dad:"watch your mouth young lady, I'm



your mother's Ben ten"
[laugh as he struck a pose

Me:'Thave to go, I have classes in an hour, please
do come over for dinner

we'll be officially announcing the pregnancy to
everyone"

Dad:"we'll be there, at least your mother
can walk now, she's alot better”
Me:"she doesn't even come down

yet she knows I'm here"

Dad:"don't mind her, she's just tired"
Me:"we both know she's not tired, she's
just not interested in seeing me, it's like
one minute she loves me and the next
it's like I'm a huge disappointment"
Dad:" she loves you, you know your

mom is quiet and doesn't like raising her voice, so
when you do all these mischievous things you used



to do in highschool, she'd treat you that way
to punish you instead of beating you"
Me:"but I've grown now, I've leamt from

my naive behavior”

Dad:'T know and she's proud of you"

I roll my eyes as Iget up

Me:'Tll see you later Dad"

[ head out

Noah

We invited the whole family for dinner
tonight, including Lulama's family too.



I personally cooked with the helper cause I'm
excited about this. I can't

wait to see mom's excited face.
That's the only person I care about in

all honesty, it used to be her and my little brother.
It's sad that it's only her now.

With Dad well he's a ruthless man who's
made our childhood a living hell and
sometimes treats my mother like trash.
"Hubby! I'm home"

"Hey babe, mmh smells good in here"
Me:"hey babe, why home so late?

your classes ended at three"

Lulama:"T went to a friend's house"
Me:"mmh okay, [ hope so"

I close my pot and turn to look at her

I pull her closer and we share a kiss



Me:"you shouldn't be coming home late
my baby is in your tummy and he has

a curfew of six"

She laughs

Me:'Tm serious”

Lulama:"yeah whatever Noah"

Me:'"Tm serious, why you not taking me seriously?"
She looks at me and her smile
disappears

Lulama:"fine, let me go take a bath, before the
family arrives"

Me:"you do that"

[ spank herass

She giggles running out the kitchen

[ walk to the lounge and find the helper
cleaning

Me:"the food is ready, please set the table forus"



Her:"ewe bas1"

(Yes boss)

[ head up and join lulama in the shower
skl

Everyone is busy greeting each other
and engaging in small conversations
we all eventually settle around the table

and start eating after a prayer by my mother of
cause.

Mom:"mmbh, this is delicious, tastes familiar?"

Dad:"looks like you went all out to prepare this
dinner son"

Mom:"T know my son's cooking when I taste it,
thank you honey"

Me:"it was nothing, Lulama helped alot"
Mom:"oh she did?"

Me:"yes mah"

Mom:"okay"



I chuckle

Me:"aren't you going to thank her?"
Mom:"thanks Lulu"

Lulama:"my pleasure mom"

Mrs Mthembu:"my daughter? Cooked? Wow, people
change (laughs) I applaud marriage"

There's a bit of laughter around the table
Ilook at her and she seems down

I hold her hand from under the table

She looks at me, I give her a warm smile.

she smiles. Her smile, it's very similar, I saw it
somewhere.

**Flas hback*™***

I open the envelope to be met by

a big picture of her.

I stare at it for a while, she's smiling
showing her white straight teeth



I cantell she's smart just by looking at her picture
and judging by her boldness

of asking me about my profession in

class, she's an ambitious one.

**End of Flashback™**

[ stand up

Me:'"T have an announcement to make"
Lulama:"we"

Me:"we have an announcement to make"
Dad:"oh, we are all ears son, what is it?"
Everyone focused attentively on me

Me:"we are pregnant, my wife and I are

having a little Nhlabathi joining the family soon"
A few eyes are exchanged as the room falls silent
(Silence)

Lowell clears his throat

Lowell:"oh wow, this is good news indeed"



Mr Mthembu:"congratulations son"
Lulama:"well? Let's toast!"

We click glasses, I can't help but feel the tension in
the room. One would cut it off with a knife.

skekeskskekesksk

" New beginnings are often disguised as painful
endings" (Lao Tzu)

skeksksksksk
To be continued
[12/17,13:28] :Insert24



Mom:"Oh my God! This is the best news ever”"
She gets up and walks around the table

to give him a hug. Dad also gets up to
congratulate him.

My eyes land on Lulama, she winks at me.

I take a sip of my wine avoiding her eyes

Mrs Mthembu:'T did not expect this so soon, how far
along are you?"

Lulama:"a week"



Noah:"yeah I know, Iwas also shocked
when I found out, I mean we've been so
careful,  wanted us to first enjoy our few

years of marriage, let her finish her studies, get a
job and live her best life, but, hey, I guess nature
had other plans”

Mom:"aaww God's timing is always the best time"
Mr Mthembu:'"T expected a doctor to know better”

There's silence as a reaction to Mr Mthembu's
disappointed tone

Mr Mthembu:"but hey, I guess mistakes happen"

Dad:"are you trying to say that this baby is a
mistake?"

Mr Mthembu:'T'm not trying to say it, I am saying it"

Dad:"No child birth from the Nhlabathis is a mistake,
[ suggest you take that back sir”

Mr Mthembu:"just like how your last born child died
wasn't a mistake"



Mrs Mthembu:"honey, stop"

Dad:"No, it seems like you have a lot to get off your
chest....

Mom:"baba! Stop it, this is supposed to be a
celebration dinner”

Noah:"what is he talking about dad? Yourlast born
child died? Lowell is not the last bom?"

Mr Mthembu:"there's a lot you don't know about
your parents and, you, Noah, keep a close eye on
Lulama's pregnancy cause you don't know what
your parents are capable of"

Me:"Dad? What is this bimbo talking about?"
Mr Mthembu:"watch you mouth boy!"

A glass flies across the table hitting

Mr Mthembu on his head

The ladies scream in shock next thing

Dad is across the room throwing punches at Mr
Mthembu

Me:"Dad! Stop!"



Noah and I get up to pull him back
as mom and Mrs Mthembu pull Mr Mthembu back

Mom(at the top of herlungs):"Stop!! Both of you!!
J ust stop!! You both acting childish!! We supposed
to be a family!

What is wrong with y'all!!"

Mr Mthembu:"Family!? You call this rubbish, family!?
This whole unity was a sham!"

He looks at his wife while holding his
bleeding head

Mr Mthembu:"Nkosikazi asambe!"
(Let's go wife)

He pulls his wife and they head out
Their son follow behind

Everyone is left breathing heavily looking at each
other

Lulama:"there's waaay too much drama in this
house, I'm going to bed"



She drinks herjuice and heads upstairs
We sit back on the table
Mom:"Son, I'm sorry about....

Noah:"what was he talking about Dad? Mom? What
happened, when did we lose a little brother or
sister?"

Mom:"it was a long time ago...

Dad:"it's non of their business, focus on your baby,
whatever happened is between your mother and I"

Me:"we deserve to know Dad, we a family we can't
be keeping secrets from each other”

He looks at me with a frown

Noah:"he's right Dad, family doesn't keep secrets
from each other, what happened to the last bom"

Mom:"T mis carried at two months, I didn't tell you
boys about the pregnancy cause Lowell was still in
highschool in boarding school I was going to tell
him when he comes back home but I miscarried
before he could come back and you Noah you were
overseas studying, it happened so soon before we



could tell you anything, and since you didn't know
about the pregnancy we decided to not tell you
about the miscarriage, we didn't want to stress you
boys"

Noah:"T don't buy it"

Me:"me too, how come that man said it was not a
mistake?"

Noah:"yeah and what is it that you are so capable of
that I need to keep a close eye on my wife?"

Dad:"so it's not enough that your motherjust shared
the most horrific moment of herlife? You
questioning her pain!?"

Noah:"No Dad! You Not telling us the truth that's the
problem!"

Dad:"yiboshi le ekhulunywa unyoko!?"
(Is your mother talking shit!?)

Me:'Tt doesn't make any sense! Why
would you keep it from us? Cause you

didn't wanna stress us out!? Bulls hit!



How many things have you two done
that has done nothing but stress us out!?"
Dad:"you better watch your tone if you

know what's good for you!?"

Mom breaks a glass on the floor
Mom:"Shut up! All of you just, Shut the
fuck up!"

Mom:'T have had it with y'all, it's time you listen to
me now, you!"

She points at Dad

Mom:"you going to go apologize to the Mthembus
and you going to get them to sign those papers!"

She looks at Noah

Mom:"And you! You are off the hook with the family
company, you focus on being a doctor and taking
good care of your wife, I want a healthy grandchild
from her, you hear me?"



(Silence)

She bangs the table shaking the dishes
Mom:"do you hear me!!"

Noah:"ye yes ma'am, mom yes mom"
She looks at me

Mom:"you, do whatever it takes to get what you
want, stop being a sissy, you a man mam! You want
something you grab it with both hands I don't care
how you do it, you are your father's son, don't let
him or anyone tell you what you can and cannot
have, grow some balls son!

We didn't send you to expensive schools for you to
be ordered around!"

I nod agreeing

Mom:"jeez! We can neverjust have a peaceful
dinner as a family? Have I gotten that soft
throughout the years?

Do I have to bring back the tough Norah?
[ guess going soft was a bad idea, I thought you



already have it hard from your father, but I guess I
was wrong

It's time you all get your shit together!"
She grabs herpurse then looks back at us

Mom:"and I don't know what's going between you
two, but you are brothers and you only have each
other, so fix whatever it is between the two of you

and move on! I'm sick and tired of this nonsense!
Argh Marn! Suka! Nxa!"

She turmns her heels and walks
Mom:"Bongani! Asambe!"
She shouts making her way to the door

Dad:"we never speak about your mother's
mis carriage again, we clear?"

We nod.

He also makes his way out
Isigh and sit back
Me:"well, that went well"



He buries his face in his hands shaking his head
Noah:"why was I bom into this family universe?"
(Silence)

He looks up at me

Noah:"what has gotten into your mother?"

Lowell (chuckles):"you asking me? I don't know but
whatever it was got me shit scared of her"

Noah(laughs):"did you see the fire in her eyes, man,
I thought she was possessed"

We burst into laughter
Me(imitates):"stop being a sissy, you a man marm"
We laugh even louder

Noah(imitates):"T'm sick and tired of this nonsense
Argh mam, Suka, Nxa"

I throw my head back losing myself in laughter
After a while ourlaughs fade

Noah:"man, I swear, we should have a reality TV
show"



Me:"tell me about it"

Noah (sighs):"but I guess some things are best not
known with this family"

Me:"yeah"
(Silence)

Me:"about what happened with Amahle
and all...

Noah:"You don't have to bring it up”
Me:"Twant to apologise, I didn't mean
to disrespect business overa gir, you

know if it was just any other girl like Candice I
would've fucked and moved

on, but this girl made me catch feelings
just by a simple touch, I tried to ignore it,

but I couldn't, I hope you find it in your heart to
forgive me and accept heras



my girdfriend"

(Silence)

He just stares at me for a while
Noah:"out of all the girls you could've fallen for?"
Me:"I know, but the heart man, it has a
mind of its own, you can't control it, it
wants what it wants, you a heart doctor
you should know this"

Noah:"you right, it's fine, you can keep
your Amahle Ijust hope she loves you
just as much as you love her”

Me:"she does"

Noah:"mmbh okay, if you say so, there's
nothing wrong with falling in love man
but you did go against everything we
stand for"

Me:"l know, you don't have to forgive me



right away, but can we at least be civil
with each other?"

Noah:"I guess we can be civil, it'll take
a while to fully forgive you, this Amahle
gird has the freedom to do whatever now
she could tell the wrong people about
what happened to her which would put
the club at risk with authorities"
Me:"she won't do that"

He leans back

Noah:"you really love her?"

Me:"T do, I really love her"

Noah:"you sure she was not using you
foryou to get her out?"

Me.:...

Noah:"huh?"

Me:" she wanted to get out just as much as I



wanted to get her out, so she didn't

take advantage of me, she's so pure and innocent,
she's just a young girl with dreams, I truly admire
her"

He laughs

Noah:"the innocent ones are the most
dangerous ones, but, it's cool, if you love
herthenIguess we can move past it"
Me:"T know I spent alot of money on her,
I'l pay it back, soon"

Noah:"we'll just have to buy another

one to replace her”"

Me:"does that mean I'm back in business with the
club?"

Noah:"yeah, I guess so"
Me:"ohh thanks man"
Noah:"no more stupid rescues”

Me:"no more"



Me:"can we make it official this time,
You can't just hire and fire me as you
please, l want to be a real partner, legally,
Iwant a contract”

He looks at me for a while

Noah:"fine...but don't you for a second think that
you can pull a stunt like this

again and get away with it, legal papers
don't mean shit to me when it comes to
betrayal"

I nod

Noah:"you know how much I hate betrayal, and
you've seen the kind of

person it makes me, a person I can't
control, let's not wake that person up,

please"



Me:"T know, I promise, nothing like that
will happen again”

He smiles

Noah:"that's what I like to hear”

He gets up

Noah:"bring it in here"

[ get up and we share a brotherly hug
We sit down as we catch up on other
things

Bongani (Noah's Father)

Me:"what was that about, ulaka olungaka?"



(Such aggressiveness)

Norah:"no one listens to the humble Norah, I'm sick
and tired of all the bullshit going on here, I thought
being

a normal humble wife and mother would bring
sanity to this family but obviously I was wrong"

Me:"so why you had to raise your voice at me like
that"

I move closerto her

Me:"why you had to disrespect me infront of kids
like that?"

Instead of moving back she folds
her arms and looks me right in the
eyes

Norah:'Tm done letting you bully me
Bongani, if you going to kill me or

beat me up, do it, just know that, this time, I'm
fighting back"



We now head to head as I've closed
the gap between us
Me:"uyangidelela Malwane"

(You disrespecting me Malwane)

Norah:"ngishaye mawungis haya kodwa angijiki
uMama bearis back”

(Hit me if you want but I'm not turning back, Mama
bearis back)

The fierceness in hereyes is so bold

It reminds me of the first time I fell in

love with her

Me:"uMama bear kade wafa, umvus aphi?"

(Mama bearlong died? So where is she coming
from?)

That's the name I gave her when we were younger
cause she was so dangerous yet sweet and looked
Innocent at the same time.



She was not the woman to be messed with, without
that woman I honestly

wouldn't be where I am today but I'll

never admit it.

Norah:"ungangibuzi umsangano, ngiyabona ukuthi
sowukhohliwe ukuthi

nguwu bani mina, uthando Iwami Iwangenza
ngakuthambela kakhulu, ongathi sekumele siqale
phansisazane”

(Don't ask me bullshit, I see you've forgotten who I
am, my love for you has

made me too soft foryou, I see we'll have to start
over and get to know each

other again)

I grab her by her neck
Me:"don't talk to me like that"
Norah:"or what?"



I search hereyes just to find a little bit
of fear but she maintenance a strong
gaze.

She attacks me with a kiss, hungrily, taking me by
surprise, I return it with just as much excitement.

I pick her up as Itake herto the bed
She roughly rips off my shirt, I pull

off her dress, throwing all our pieces

of clothing on the floor

Norah:"thank God you never gave up on

gym

I shut her up with a kiss as I get on top of her, I rub
her wet pussy before slowly

sliding my dick in, she moans softly.
Me:"fuck, you still tight baby"
Norah:"and you haven't shrunk one bit"

[laugh as Iincrease the pace as we make mad
hardcore love. It's been a while since I've been



inside of her, I

kinda forgot how good she felt, the pussy that drove
me crazy.

Two Months Later
Noah

I park my car by the parking lot.

I make my way to the Dean's office led

by one of the student leaders for directions
Me:"thanks man"

Him:"you welcome Sir”

He walks away leaving me outside his



office

[ knock on his door before he lets me in
Me:"good afternoon Sir"

Dean:"Ah Dr Nhlabathi, welcome"

He gets up to give me a handshake
before getting back to his seat allowing
me to also take mine

Dean:'Twas expecting you in the morning"
Me:"oh yes, I'm sorry about that,  had an
emergency surgery I had to attend to"
Dean:"that explains it all"

He chortles

Me:'Tm here about the few lucky picks
of medical students who'll be getting

an opportunity to work side by side with
me for practical experience"

Dean:'Tm so proud you chose our University this



year, last year we lost

you to Stellenbosch”

Me:"it was a nice experience working
with students from Stellenbosch but
the distance only allowed me to pick
a few and they could only come on
holidays, so it was a bit complicated,
honestly that's why I'm planning on
building another hospital which will
be located in Cape town so that I do
not have to choose working with one
University at a time"

Dean:"that is a good idea, hopefully
soon you'll have a hospital in each province"
Me:"that's the goal, it'll take years but
it is the goal"

Dean:"you still young Dr Nhlabathi...



Me:"please call me Noah"

Dean:"Noah, you still young, you already have a
hospital, by the time you in

your forties you would have long achieved the goal"
Me(laughs):"that is very encouraging

of you"

Dean:"yes, I'm telling you, but let us not

waste anymore time, how do you wish

to select the students?"

Me:"Tgo to each class, ask questions,

best answers win them over”

Dean:"s0 you not going to select according to
academic performance?"

Me:"Nope, students are all different, how you
perform on paper doest really interest me, what
interest me is the passion and self knowledge. I
mean

it's easy forstudents to cram and pass



with distinctions, only to find out, they
know nothing, it was all cramming"
Dean:"mmh you make a valid point, I
remember]Iused to cram myself back
when I was a student”

We crack up in laughter

Me:"you see what I mean, I know we
all do it and some students actually
learn to understand but I won't find them
through academic records, I have to
see what comes out of their mouths
from their minds on the spot, those are
the good doctors”

Dean:"you right, so you will be picking
fourth years right?"

Me:"yes Iwill pick ten fourth year students, but also
this yearI'd like to



pick two first year students”
Dean:"first years ?"

Me:"yes, just two, it'll be an interesting
experience for them, considering they
still new to this and they'll get early
experience on what goes on in the real
world of the career they chose"
Dean:"okay, thanks once again for
choosing us”

Me:"no problem"

Dean:'Tll lead you to their classes"

We get up and walk to the health faculty
building

skekesrskskeskskek



"Somewhere between a thousand lies, there
remains an unknown story, an unspoken truth"
(Sara Naveed)

sksksksksksk
To be continued

[12/17,13:28] :Insert 25



Me:'] ustin, hey"

J ustin:"hey boss"

Me:"have you seen Precious around?"

J ustin:"she's working at the strip club"
Me:"okay"

I head to the strip club area.

[ take a seat as I watch her do her thing
on the pole with men throwing money

at her as she bends over exposing her
but cheeks and her barely covered pussy.
After a while she's done and collects her
money before going back stage.

I make my way back stage and find

her wiping off her makeup

Me:"precious”

She looks up at me

Me:"that was a good performance you



gave out there"

She smiles

Presh:"thank you, do you want a private
dance?"

Me:"oh, no thank you"

She walks up to me she brushes her
hand on the side of my face

Presh:'Tll make it worth your while"

Her hand finds its way to my dick

I look at her in the eyes, she has big
pretty brown eyes

Me:"that's not what I'm here for”

She giggles

Presh:"then why aren't you removing
my hand from your dick?"

I take her hands in mine removing them

from my dick



Me:"you need to get out of this place

your friend Amahle needs you, she misses you, she
talks about you all

the time"
She rolls hereyes as she gets back to
herseat

Presh:"if she everloved me, she would be here with
me, but she chose to

escape”

Me:"you also need to get out of here,
don't you want to go study and have a
proper life with a properjob?"
Presh:"this is my proper life with a
proper job, I'm always homey and this
jobs fulfills my sexual desires”

Iwalk closerto heras I take a chair and

place it next to her



Me:"you not feeling those desires on
your own, you are being drugged, that's
why you always homey so you can
satisfy the customers, you don't really

like to be here, but the drugs are blocking out your
thoughts of ever becoming something else in life
than

what you already are"

Presh:"really?"

Me:"yeah"

Presh:"great, then they should keep on
drugging me, I like it, cause I get to do
this"

She sits on my lap facing me then starts
moving her waist

Presh:"your dick is hard, you horney for me?, are
you also being drugged?"

I move her away from my lap



Me:"take care of yourself precious, I'll
find a way to get you out of here, for
Amahle's sake"

[ walk out

Me:"] ustin, come here"

He follows behind me as we head to the
office

Me:"Tneed your favor”

] ustin:"favor?"

Me:'Tll make it worthwhile"

[ write the price down and show it to
him

He gasps with his eyes popped out

J ustin:"what is it you need me to do?"
Me:"T need you to kidnap precious and

take her far away, don't come near ] oburg or KZN
for at least a year, by then



my brother would've stopped looking™"
Justin:"I I don't know if I can do that"
Me" I'll double that money if you do"

He looks at the price on paper for a while
J ustin:"okay fine, I'll do it"

Me:'Tll help you with everything, accommodation
and traveling to your

destination, I promise by the time you
come back, he'll be overit, just make
sure you never even by mistake bump
into him"

He nods

Me:"good, we'll discuss the plan, then I'll

tell you when to execute"



Bongani( Noah's father)

Me:" thanks for meeting up with me"
Mr Mthembu:" just get to the point, I
have places to be"

Me:"The papers are ready to be signed"
I push the papers on my desk to him
Mr Mthembu:"l wanna read the papers
first"

Me:"please don't start with me Mthembu,
You've had years to read these papers,
there's nothing new here, we merging
our companies to become one, we are

just a signature away from being the



biggest most successful construction
company in the country, so please stop
being hard and sign the damn papers”
He takes the papers and pages through
them carelessly

He takes a pen then signs on the front
page and the back

I take the papers

Me:"good choice, soon after this project

with the Walton's we'll give them the same deal, but
Instead we'll take them

out later"
He smiles

Mr Mthembu:'T like how you think, if we merge with
the Walton's we'll be unstoppable in this industry"

Me:"exactly"
We are disturbed by a knock at the door



Before I could instruct, my wife budges in.
Norah:"having a meeting without me?"
Me:"it's a private meeting, and you are
Interrupting”

She walks towards my desk taking a
chair besides Mthembu as she places

it next to me and sits

She's dressed in a beautiful women's

suit with a lace top exposing her cleavage with
heels, her hairis tied back in a neat bun.

She looks younger as she has dyed her
hair black, you'd mistake her for a thirty
five year old.

After admiring her I come back to my
senses

Me:"you are interrupting Malwane"

Norah:" people who interrupt are people



who are not part of the company"
Me:"last time I checked you were not
part of the company”

Norah:"oh that's where you wrong Papa
Bear, don't make me remind you how I
am hundred percent part of this company"
I look at Mthembu who is undressing
my wife with his eyes

Me:"T think we are done here"

Mr Mthembu:"yes we are"

He gets up, we shake hands before he
makes his way out

I look back at my wife

Me:"and then? What are you wearing?"
She looks at herself

Norah:"well this is a suit jacket, and this

IS a lace shirt and...



Me:"T know what you wearing Norah"
Norah:"oh then why ask me?"
Me:"why are you dressed like that?"
Norah:"we have more important things
to talk about than my dress code Mr
Nhlabathi"

Me:"what are you doing here?"
Norah:"well I'm here to claim back

my position before I resigned years
back"

Me:"you can't just budge in here and
claim it back, things have changed
since you left, all roles have their people,
and I'm afraid we are not recruiting”
Norah:"hm is that so?"

I get up and walk towards the sofas

Me:"unless"



Ilook back at her

Me(smirks):" you become my personal
assistant?"

She bursts into laughter

Me:"think about it, you already know
everything about me, you have a lot

of experience from home as you assist
me with many things, and....

I call herto come closeras I'wrap my
hands around her waist

Me:"we can have tons and loads of office sex"
She smiles while shaking her head
Norah:"as much as that sounds
tempting, you will be announcing me

In the boardroom meeting that you will
call out today, as the new head of board"

Me:"oh so it's not the CEO position that



you want?"

Norah:"no baby, I want to be head of board of
directors”

I look at her for a while
Me:"what are you playing at mama bear?
Why do you suddenly want to come back?"

Norah:'Tve done my motherly duties, I took my time
out and raised my kids,

took them to school, was there for every

part of their lives, they are now fully grown men with
their own lives. I want

my life back now and you going to hand
it over to me cause if you dare think
you will fight against me for this, I will
make your life in this company a living

hell, then I'll take the CEO position together with
being the head of directors”

She walks to the whiskey bottle and pours for



herself

Norah:"and you don't wanna challenge
me honey, you already know what I'm
capable of. This company is rightly mine
to begin with"

Me:"fine, I'll set up the meeting"

Amahle

Andiswa:"yeah but gir, that man loves you, he's
always dropping you off and

walking you to class, even now, and he

stays like twenty minutes away from



you, drives from his place to your apartment just to
take you to school...

ai shame itsho ukuba umdlise ntoni, thetha inyani
Amahle, asoze kaloku"

(Spill it out, what did you feed him? Tell
us the truth Amabhle, this is impossible)
I crack up laughing at her

Luca:"she's right, I personally think he's
too old for you, you should be dating
guys your age, like me for example"
Andiswa and I'look at each other then
laugh at him

Andiswa:"oh gwaneso gwaneso"

She says laughing

This is the only thing she knows how
to say in Sesotho, she's from Easterm

Cape, we both do not understand



Sesotho but we understand each other
cause Zulu and Xhosa are alike and
Luca is just plain English, he's mixed
race and he can understand our
languages but prefers to not speak

them.

Luca:"mxm shut up, one day Amahle
you will see that your soulmate was
right in front of you the whole time"
Me:"Don't worry, iiif things ddon't go
well with ubaby, I'll call you"

He laughs while blus hing with his
tongue stuck out

Andiswa:"ohh shame, you listening to
her giving you false hope? Ncwaa I feel

for you bro"



"Okay Students settle down please, I'm
sorry about that I was just having a word

with the Dean, apparently, we trying something new
this year, only two first

years will be Iucky enough to get a chance to go
work for the Newlife Hospital, along side with Dr
Nhlabathi"

The class claps in excitement
Ilook at Andiswa and Luca

Me(whispers):"Oh my Gosh, ththis would be aaa
dream come true"

Andiswa:"T know right, and I'd get the chance to be
next to the hot doctor

all the time"
Luca and I roll our eyes as we focus
back on the lecturer

Lecturer:"okay, he will be here in a few minutes, he'll



ask you a bit of complicated questions, so I need
you

guys to keep your minds activated

and remember everything we've leamnt
so far, he will ask you things you should
know by now so don't panic”

She holds her chest and laugh softly
Lecturer:"oh my God, looks like I'm the
one panicking...

The class burst into laughter

Lecturer:"Don't disappoint me guys, I need you to
activate the doctors in you"

I smile widely, I cannot wait for the

questions, there's a lot of smart students in this
class, I'll have to be

quick with my hands, I need this, I need
to feel a real life experience of being a

doctor, when I heard it starts only on



from forth or third years going up who get to go do
practicals, I was bummed cause that's

so far away.

He makes his way in

Lecturer:"okay everyone let's warmly welcome Dr
Nhlabathi once again for visiting us"

We clap our hands as he makes his way to the desk
infront of the class

Lecturer:'Tl just let you take over"

He politely smiles at her

Dr Nhlabathi:"thank you"

He's not wearing his white coat today
or his stethoscope, he's just dressed

in a nice formal shirt and tie with formal pants, I'm
starting to think he always wear black or navy suits,
today he's in an all black suit, without the suit
jacket.

His dreadlocks are neatly platted.



Andis wa(whis pers):"fuck, doctor be
looking all kinds of yummy"

She licks herlips, Ilook at her

shaking my head, this gir though.

Dr Nhlabathi:"Good Afternoon my fellow
leamerd colleagues”

The class greets back

Dr Nhlabathi:" I hope you are all well and
healthy doctors?"

"We are!"

The class chants

I don't bother entertaining his small talk
I'mjust anxious about the questions

Dr Nhlabathi:"okay, I'm going to be asking you a few
questions and I want y'all to answer me based on
your own

understanding, please, do not give me



an answer crammed straight from the
book, that is not your understanding,
that is the author’'s understanding, are
we clear?"

We all agree in unison

Dr Nhlabathi:"let's start with a simple question, what
1S the heart? What does

it do"

Most of us pick our hands up including
myself Andiswa and Luca as well

He points at some other guy

He had to choose him, this guy is always
answering, it's like he knows the texts
books in and out, he memorizes everything

Him:"The heart is a hollow, muscular organ in
vertebrates that pumps blood through the blood
vessels by repeated, rhythmic contractions, or a
similar structure in annelids, mollusks, and



arthropods. The heart is composed of cardiac
muscle, an involuntary muscle tissue which is
found only within this organ"

He nods

Dr Nhlabathi:"that's correct, as a doctor
I totally understand what you just told
me cause I've also read the textbook,
But as a patient curious on what a heart
1s and I really want to understand you.

I have no idea what you just told me,

I'm totally lost, mollusks? arthropods? annelids? to
show your understanding explain it as if you
explaining to a child as simple as you can"

People start closing their textbooks
Dr Nhlabathi:"anyone? Please explain
to make sure that even a ten year old
understands you"

I pick up my hand



He looks around until his eyes land on
me
Dr Nhlabathi:"young lady at the back?"

Me:"The hheart is a strong muscle about the size of
your fist. It pumps blood through blood vessels
which act as little tunnels, around the body and sits
inside the yyour chest, ppprotected by the ribcage.
The blood carries oxygen and other nutrients your
body needs, this happens within each heartbeat"

He smiles and nods his head impressed
Dr Nhlabathi:"now that is what I call

passion and understanding, she practically said
everything you just said....

He points at the guy who answered before me
Dr Nhlabathi:"except she explained it in
her own words, in simple terms, if you

cannot explain something at it's simplest form, it
means you do not

understand it, thank you young lady,



what is your name?"
Me:"Amahle!"

Dr Nhlabathi:"Amahle, thank you, you've caught my
attention, I have one more

question for you guys, the best two answers, is the
lucky students I'll pick.

Why do you want to be a doctor, what
kind of doctor do you want to be, and
why that stream?"

A few hands go up

He points at Luca

Luca:"T want to be a doctor because it is the best
and highest purs uit of a life’s work for someone
who loves solving problems, relating to and being
encompassed by stories of humanity, and is a
curious interrogator of data. That's who I am and
the general desire

to save lives, I want to specialize on

neurology, because my grandmother



lost herlife due to brain tumor, I would
like to help people who suffer from this"
Dr Nhlabathi:"interesting, your name sir?"
Luca:"Luca!”

He writes his name down

Dr Nhlabathi:"anyone else?"

He points at Andiswa, she gives a good
answer and he writes her name.

I put my hand down, I guess I'm not he already has
the two lucky students.

My heart is shattered, I was really looking forward
to this opportunity

Dr Nhlabathi:"okay, students, I knowI
said I'll only choose two, but hey, there's
room for one more, and I'd like to select
He looks down at his paper



Dr Nhlabathi:"Amahle, she answered the
first question excellently, Amahle?"

I pick my hand up, his eyes land on me
Dr Nhlabathi:"why would you like to be

a doctor?"

Me:"mmost people value their health above
eeverything else in their lives whether they knknow
it or not. When someone is sick orinjured, or her
normal way of life is dddisrupted and doctors have
the incredible opportunity to restore these people’s
lives to normalcy and even ssave some from death
itself. Therefore being a doctoris extremely
rewarding. I wwant to be a

cardiologist, the heart is the most ffragile part of the
body, many peoples hearts have been broken, in
relations hips, by families, whatever people go
through, the heart is the one organ that fffeels
everything the most, the ppart that suffers.it feels
every single bit of pain even physical pain leaves
scares on the heart more than the flesh, verbal
abuse stings the heart, there are many people



suffering from heart problems because of the pain
they've suffered.l want to be the one that heals that
pain,  wanna be the one who heals broken hearts. I
know how heart break feel like I wanna save not
only people's lives, but  wanna save people's hearts.

a broken heart is the worst, it's like broken ribs, no
body can see it, but

everytime you breath, it hurts.

And that is why I'd like to be a heart doctor”
[ hear hands clapping, I wipe the tears

that managed to escape. I didn't realize

[ was in my feelings

Dr Nhlabathi:"wow...just wow, that is the
best reason I've ever heard my whole life
of being a doctor. I hope most of you are

just as passionate, if your reason of pursuing your
dreams makes you cry,

know that, you should do everything in



your power to achieve it"
He writes something on his notebook

Dr Nhlabathi:'Tm afraid that is all the time I have
with y'all today, I know

alot of you have very good reasons and
Iwish I could take all of you for this
experience. I will receive more details
of these three students from your Dean.

Enjoy the rest of your day guys, that'll be all from
me"

He takes his stuff and the lecturer walks
him out

skekeskskekeksk

"a broken heart is the worst, it's like broken ribs, no
body can see it, but



everytime you breath, it hurts" (Amahle)
skekskskesksksk

To be continued

[12/17,13:28] :Insert 26

We make our way inside the house

Me:"why am I here again?"



Lulo:"because I miss you on my

bed"

[laugh as I make my way to the kitchen
Me:'Tm so hhungry"

I open the fridge

Lulo:"why don't we go out for dinner?"
Me:'iiits fine I can cook”

Lulo:"it's sad that everytime I ask you
something you actually think I need
your permission”

I hold my chest looking at him

Me:"you don't?"

Lulo:"let's go out for dinner, go put on
something fancy"

Me:"fancy? whwhere are you taking me?"
Lulo:"somewhere fancy"

He says wrapping his arms around me



Me:"can't we just go to Rocco mamas

I love their burgers”

Lulo:"I was going to take you to a wine
and dine sorta thing"

I shake my head

Lulo:"but I guess Rocco mamas will do"
He pecks my lips

Lulo:"plus I have good news to share with you"
Me:'"T also have good news"

Lulo:"let's get going then"

He smashes his lips on mine as

he picks me up and walk

to the room while kissing.

—

Lulo:"thank you"

He says to the waitress who

just served us our food



Lulo:"now you made us order this messy
burger”

Me:"it's wworth the mess, bbring your
plate here"

He gives me his plate, I cut the burgerin
half for him

Me:"it'll bbbe less messy this way"

He smiles at me

Lulo:"thank you"

Me:"you welcome"

We dig in

Me:"ssso what were the gggood news you
wanted to share with me?"

Lulo:"oh, uhm it's about Precious"”

My face lits up as I straighten my posture
Lulo:"T have a plan of getting her out,

She'll be out of there in a month"



Me:"Really!?"

He nods

Me:"aare you serious? Babe! That's the
bbbest news ever”

[ walk to his side of the table sitting next to him as I
attack him with a hug

Me:"ththank you so much"

I peck his lips multiple times

Lulo:"but she'll have to disappear

for a while before she can come back

to J oburg"

I nod

Me:"yeah I uunderstand, as lllong as she
gets out of that place"

Lulo:"she'll be out"

Me:"my Gosh, I know yyyou jjjust got

your job back at the club, annd now



you about to betray your boss again
bbecause of me"

Lulo:'Tm just doing what needs to be
done, I'll cover my tracks this time"

[ hug him

Me:"you ssso good to me, I ddon't know
hhow am I ever going to rrepay you"
Lulo:"you don't owe me anything Amahle
always remember that"

He pecks my cheek before letting me go
Lulo:"anyway, what is the good news
you had for me"

I sigh and look down at my food
Me:"nnow I ddon't ffeel like mine will

be good news anymore"

Lulo:"why not?"

Me:"bbecause it's news that will benefit



me, not you, your ggood news were for
me and what you've risked for me, while
my good news are just about myself"
Lulo:"heey, whatever makes you happy
makes me happy, so if you benefitting
then I'm als o benefitting, just tell me

the good news"

Me:'T got this huge opportunity to

work part time as practical training

at a hospital"

He smiles as his jaw drops, surpris ed.
Lulo:"No way!"

Me:"Yes way! the ddoctor came to choose
only ththree first years for this ooopportunity

To jjjoin the fourth year ssstudents during their
ppracticals”

Lulo:"that is the best new I've heard all



day babe, I'm so proud of you, you

really do deserve it, which hospital is it?"
Me:"iiit's newlife pprivate hospital"

He looks at me with a frown

Lulo:"Dr Nhlabathi is the doctor that

picked you?"

Me:"yeah! Your brother, hhhe almost didn't
ppick me, bbut he did, you need to fformally

introduce me to him babe, I ddid my research on
him and apparently the lecturer wasn't lying
whwhen she said hhe's one of the bbest ranked in
the country, hhhe even ssstudied overseas. He's
also a cccardiothoracic surgeon, he'll eeducate
mme on everything I need to know on the ffield I
wanna take"

Lulo:" you can't take that offer"
Me:"whwhat?"

Lulo:'Tll make sure I get you another



hospital you can work part-time in, with
a different doctor who'll educate you or
whatever, but you cannot work for my
brother"

Me:"bbbbut why not?"
Lulo:"bbbbecause Isaid so"

[ hold my chest as I feel my heart sink
Did he just make fun of my stuttering?
Lulo:'Tm sorry Amahle"

Me:"TII think we shshould go now"
Lulo:"Mahle, please, I'm sorry, I didn't
mean to mock you"

Me:"iiits okay, I'll tttake this ffood

as take away"

He holds me around the waist
Lulo:"Baby...

I remove his hand from me



Me:"cccan we just go, p,please”

The next day
Noah

Me:"the students will be starting
from next month, this time we'll be
working with wits medical students.
[ also chose three first year students”
"Aahh/ what?/ first years?"

A few doctors complain

Me:"yes, only three, I know it's still

way too early for them but, it's just



to give them that sneak peak of their
profession and how it's like, take it
as an experiment, at what level of
medical school are students capable
of being doctors in the real world"

Dr Sing:"I think this is a good idea doctor, it'll be a
fun experience seeing young

students who are new to everything.
It'll test their passion and with practical
experience they can get to decide while
it's still early, if is this the career path
they really wanna pursue”

Dr Cohen:'T agree, with everything that
happens in the hospital, it can change
one's mind about being a doctor, so
they'll get to see if seeing blood and
dying patients almost everyday of



their lives is really something they wanna go
through their whole lives"

Dr Mbalo:"yes, they'll get to see both

the good and the bad parts about being
a doctor. It's really a good experience for
first years..wow I wish I got this during
my first year, it would've motivated

me to stay away from the parties I went
to and actually study harder”

We laugh

Me:'Tm so glad we all on the same page,
that'll be all for today, you can now
prepare for all those curious minds

and how you all going to educate them,

[ trust that you will give them the best
experience like we did with Stellenbosch

Students..okay good doctors, you can



all go back to saving lives now"

I head back to my office

I find Lowell comfortable on my seat
Me:"and who let you in?"

Lowell:"your receptionist, I'm family
after all"

Me:"get your ass off my chair”

He gets up and sits opposite my desk
as [ take my seat

Me:"can I help you bro?"

Lowell:"what game are you playing

at bro?"

Me:"what are you talking about?"
Lowell:"with Amahle, my girfriend"
Me:"what do you mean? What happened
to her?"

Lowell:"you happened, I know you chose



her on purpose to come work for you,
I'm not dumb, out of all the people in
that school you chose her, why?"
Me(chuckles):"ai angsazi ke"

(AiI don't know anymore)

Lowell:"you still haven't fully forgiven me
for taking her from the club, I remember
you even threatened me, you said I was
going to regret ever backstabbing you,
you told me to mark your words and I
did"

Me:"Twas angry, I've passed that now,

you asked for forgiveness and we worked things
out, if I wanted to pay

back I would've long done it, she'd be
dead by now, but it's just a gird who can

be replaced, Iwasn't really mad about you saving



her, I was mad about you

going against me, the way you went
About it, the way you were disrespecting
me. But I've moved passed that"
Lowell:"s 0 why did you pick her?"

Me:"T thought you'd be happy I did,

don't you want this opportunity for her?
You told me how passionate she is

about her career path, and it coincidentally happens
to be my career

as well"

Lowell:"I never asked for favors, I could've found her
an interns hip

somewhere else, I know a few doctors
as well"

Me:"the way you spoke about her passion to me, it
reminded me of

myself, I wanted to see it first hand,



and if it inspired me I would give her
this opportunity I wish I got when I did
my first year instead of waiting till I
reach my fourth to seventh year"
Lowell.....

Me:" you were right, she has the passion
her answers took me by surprise, I
thought you'd be happy I gave her this
opportunity, she'll get to work side by
side with doctors and see us in action
through every patient with different
sicknesses. But if you want herto go
be a mere intern who'll work as a PA

and do boring documents for the doctors making
them tea, instead of

what I'm offering. Then go ahead, I won't
stop you bro. She's your girl. And I'm



very sory if you feel like I intruded, wasn't my
Intentions at all"

He sighs and sits back

Lowell:"well if you put it that way... there's no more
turning back now,

she's already supper excited about
this, I'd be a bad person to take this
away from her”

Me:'Tm truly sorry man, but I swear,
she genuinely impressed me amongst
all the students, when she explained
why she wanted to be a doctor, it literally
bought tears to me, including a few
people in the class”

Lowell:"wow really?"

I nod

Lowell:"I wish I was there"



Me:'Tm sure she told us the same thing
she's told you"

Lowell:'Tve never really asked her why
she wanted to become a doctor, I saw
her passion in the way she does her
research about doctors and the doctor
series she watches"

Me:"oh, well you should ask her, I'm sure
she'll make you cry"

We both laugh

Lowell:" you? Cry? Like tears tears?"

I laugh out loud

Me:"T didn't cry tears, but it moved me"
Lowell:'T see, please, I trust that you
will put our differences aside and treat
her fairly"

Me:"we long resolved our differences



Lowell, I told you, I'm past it"

A week later

Back in Zululand

Thulile

Mom:"kwenzakalani Thulile? Yin ndaba
ungaka mithi?"
(What's going on Thulile? How come you



not pregnant yet?)

Me:"angaz nam mah, kade ngizama
ngicabanga ukuthi inkos1 inenkinga
yokumithisa"

(I also don't know mom, I've been trying

[ think the king has a fertility problem)
Mom:"uyabona ke, uSaqwithi ulindile,

i1sikhathi eside manje"

(You see, Saqwithi has waited for way too long)
Me:"khululeka mah, sengikhulelwe"

(Don't worry mom, I'm pregnant)

Mom:"kanjani? Uthe....

(How? You just said....)

Me:"ngilale nobhuti yenkosi, ingimithisile"

(I slept with the King's brother, he impregnated me)
She smiles clapping her hands in

excitement



Mom:"haaa, uyabona ke, wenze kahle,
kungcono ngoba kuseyigazi lasebukhosini"
(You've done well, it's better because

it's still blood from royalty)

Lowell

Dad:"and from hear on please may we
all recognize Mrs Nhlabathi as the new
head of directors”

We clap for her

Mom:"thank you very much, it's feels
good to be back, I look forward in



working with you all, even to the new
ones I don't know, I trust that it'll be an
honor working beside you all"

Dad:"and that'll be all for today, meeting
1S dismissed"

They all make their way out

[ walk up to them

Me:"I'm so glad that you back mom"
Mom:'Tm glad myself son"

Me:"T hope you will not make my life

at work a living hell like how your
husband already is"

Mom:" don't worry my baby, mommy's
here now, your dad will not be a problem"
Me:"yeah right, I'll believe it whenIsee
it"

Dad:"so you going to talk about me as if



I'm not here?"

Me:"yes, mom, would you like to join

me forlunch?"

Mom:"T would love to"

Dad:"mxm, as if I care, the CEO has more
important things to take care of"

He walks out

Mom:" don't pay him any attention"
Me:" he's going to keep rubbing it in

my face that I'll never be CEO as long as
I work here"

Mom:"that's not true, if you really want
to be CEO you will be, you just have to
use that brain of yours, your dad never
studied for this profession, but you
went abroad to study forit, use your

knowledge against him son, I would



help you but I need you to figure things
on your own"

Isigh

Me:"let's go for lunch shall we?"

We locked arms as we head out for

lunch

Amahle

Andiswa:"Can one of you explain to me
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis?"

Luca:" come on that's easy Andy"
Andiswa:"Amahle?"

Luca:"it is a progressive nervous system disease



that affects nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord,
causing loss of muscle control. basically it's when

people can't use most of their muscles,
like walking, speaking even breathing"
Andiswa:"what causes it though?"
Me:'iiit's a fatal disease, mmmeaning

it doesn't have a specific cause, it could
be inherited from family DNA"
Luca:"yeah, scientist are still researching
the cause of it, but fornow it's just

a disorder that happens naturally, kind of™

Andiswa:"ohh okay, thanks guys, neurology is not
that bad yaz"

Me:"nnot at all, I'm starting to like it"
Luca:"good, you should join me on my
stream”

Me:"hhell no, thththe heart is where it's at"



"Sthandwa sam?"

I look behind me then look back at my
phone

Me:"guys, cccan we cairy this on over
texting"

Andiswa:"mmh ngoba? Usefikile ubae?"
(Mmh why? Has bae arrived?)

[ laugh

Me:"No! (Whispers) yes, bye!"

I drop the video call

He sits on the couch next to me

Lulo:"T got you your favorite ice cream
flavor”

He gives me a tub of tin roof ice cream

with chocolate sauce and roasted chipped Almond.
He taught me this ice

cream flavor and I fell in love with it



cause he always had it in his house.
Me:"ththanks I'll ppput it in the fridge"
Lulo:"come on, please dish it up forus?"
Me:"okay"

I head to the kitchen and dish it for us

I give him his bowl before sitting on

the couch as we eat

Lulo:"so I talked to my brother about
you going to woik there, it turns out he
has good intentions"

Me:"mmh"

Lulo:"don't be like that hlehle, I was just
trylng to protect you, my brotheris not
normal and his anger can trigger him to
do crazy things, I had to make sure what
he was playing at, even though I still
don't fully trust him but he seems genuine"



Me:"okay"

He puts his bowl down and takes mine
away from me putting it on the table
Lulo:"you still mad at me about last week?"
Me:"No"

Lulo:"T apologized so many times, please
babe, forgive me, it'll never happen again”
Me(sighs):'Tm sssory I dddont mean

to give you attitude. I'm on my period

and I hhhad a very bbad day, I've bbeen
In ppain all day"

Lulo:"we should go see a gyno about this, it's
getting out of hand"

Me:"yeah, but I'm a bit better now"
He pulls me into his arms and lets
me rest on his shoulder

Lulo:'T had lunch with mom today and



I told her about you"

I look at him

Me:"aand whwhwhat did she say?"
Lulo:"she said you sound like an
amazing woman and she'd like to
meet you"

Me:"ohh no, ITddon't think I'm ready
for that"

Lulo:'Tm not sure if I'm ready too, my
family is very abnormal, I'm still

In love with your innocence and calmness, I don't
want them passing

our baggage and toxicity on you"

Me:"they ccan't be that bad?"

He chuckles sarcastically

Lulo:"remember] told you about my father"
Me:"argh, I aaalready do nnot like that old man, yyou



wwork so hard for that
company, bbut he just doesn't want to
see you at the ttop"

Lulo:"well, he'll have to swallow his pride cause to
the top is where I'm going.

[ have a plan to get the position"
Me:"how?"

Lulo:"Dad knows nothing deep about
this business, I know the rights of

the company. I can actually take Dad's
company right off his fingers, with mom
as the head of directors, it'll be much
more easier"

He has a proud smirk on his face
Me:"whatever yyou planning, plplease

be careful babe, ddesire for power ccan change
people”



He pulls me by my neck and kisses me

skekeskeskek

The power hungry individual follows paths to his
own destruction” (Adler)

sksksksksksk
To be continued
[12/17,13:29] :Insert27

Amahle



It's been a month since the doctor came

to pick us at school, today will be our first day at the
hospital.

It's a Saturday so I have no classes

I slept over at Lulonke's place for the
weekend cause he lives closerto the
hospital and he has a car for transport.
[ wrap my towel as I step out of the tub
as Lulo also gets out from the shower
I look away for him to cover himself
Lulo:"you know you don't have to look



away"

[laugh

Me:'"Tdo"

Lulo:"can you please pass me the towel"
I grab the towel, I block my eyes before
turming around to give him.

He takes it

Lulo:"you can look now"

[ open my eyes and he hasn't covered
himself as my eyes instantly dropped
to his lower body before looking back
In his eyes

Me:"why?"

[ attempt to walk away when he grabs
my arm and pulls me to his chest
Me:"babe"

Lulo:"you scared to touch your man?"



Me:"TIddon't want to be tempted”
Lulo:"you don't even wanna s hower with
me"
Me:'Tm scared of the shower”

Lulo:"but you don't want us taking a bath
together either?"

Me:"iits too mmuch temptation babe,

I ddon't wanna get you hard only to leave
you hanging"

Lulo:"you know the thing I do to you
sometimes whenIgo down on you?"

I nod

Lulo:"you know you can do it to me too"
Me:"yyou mmean you want me to ggive
you a blow job?"

Lulo:"yeah, if you don't mind"

Me:"I ddon't know iif I can do it properly?"



Lulo:"come"

He pulls me by my hand leading the way
to the bedroom

We stand next to the bed, he slips off
my towel leaving me exposed, I cover
my boobs with my arms but he removes
them

Lulo:"you have a very beautiful body, you
know that?"

Me:"thanks"

He makes me sit on the bed, I don't

think I'm ready to do this, but I don't
wanna refuse him, it's the only way to
satisfy him without having sex, I don't
want him to end up cheating on me either.
He stands in front of me

Lulo:"remember the porn videos we watched?"



Me:"yeah"

Lulo:"just try to do what they do"

I take a deep breath before taking his
big dick iIn my hand, I start rubbing it

up and down.

I knew this day would come and I've
been watching videos on my own on
how to do a proper blow job, I must

say it looked kinda scary for the girls
who choke and gag but the guys always
enjoy it.

[ put it in my mouth slowly licking and
sucking the head first, I don't know if I'll
be able to take him all in, he's big.

I lick his whole dick making it wet while
massaging it. I push it in and out my

mouth until I start hearing him groan



Lulo:"aah yeah, that's it baby"
I get off the bed and make him sit as

I go down on my knees, he looks impressed by my
decision.

I start deep throating him, I look up

at him, his eyes dark with desire

I place my hand at the base of his dick
as I rub up and down with every stroke
He keeps cursing under his breath so

I guess I'm on the right track

I play with the head using my finger as
I keep licking it before putting him all
in all over again

Me:"you like that?"
Lulo(breathlessly):"fuck yeah"

I hold his balls gently massaging them
as I'suck, I hold his dick up as my mouth



goes down to give his balls attention
Lulo:"fuck Mahle! That feels gooood"
He says between his soft groans

I rub him faster while sucking

Lulo:"'T'm cumming babe"

I move my mouth as I rub his dick until
his sperms spill out.

He helps me stand and makes me sit
on his lap as we share a kiss, his dick
hard against my punani, I feel my punani
clench, I'm very wet, hot and bothered

I decide to get off him before my emotions betray
me.

We both head to the bathroom and clean
ourselves up

Lulo:"babe?"

Me:"baby?"



Lulo:"how did you become so good on
your first try?"

Igiggle

Me:"wwas I ththat good?"

Lulo:"Yoh!"

He says throwing his head up and bites
his bottom lip

Me:'Tve been watching videos on my
own"

His jaw drops shocked

Lulo:"really?"

I nod shyly

Lulo:"ai ngiyakuvuma babe, you a fast
learner”

(I salute you)

He says giving me a hug and pecks me on the lips

Lulo:"I can already imagine sex with you



you'll be soo good"

Me:"bbabe, let's get ready, I'll be late"

We head to the room and get ourselves
ready, we now having breakfast
Lulo:"babe?"

Me:"yes sthandwa sam"

Lulo:"when do you think you'll be ready?"
Me:"tfor what?"

Lulo:"you know"

I look at him carefully trying to figure

out what he means

Me:"you mean ddriving lessons?"
Lulo:"No, I mean sex"

Me:"oh, uhm, I thought yyou ddidn't mind
waiting"

Lulo:'Tdon't mind, I'm just curious”

Me:"yyou know, bback in high school



I thought I'd only break my virginity after

I graduate, aand I pprayed for a guy who'd be
patient with me"

Lulo:"for seven years babe?"

Me:"is it too long for you?"

Lulo:"it is,  don't wanna even play
Innocent with you and say that I don't
mind, babe? seven years? I don't know
hey"

Me:'T know, I'm asking for too much

this is wwhy I always avoiding dating

in the first place"

Lulo:"so what are you saying? Why did
you date me if you knew the reason you
avoided dating?"

Me(sighs):"ccan we not ttalk about this
now"



Lulo:"no, I wanna talk about it, who are
you keeping yourself for?"

Me:"yyou wouldn't understand”
Lulo:"then make me understand, you
can't ask me to wait seven years, and
then ask me to not cheat on you, I'm
not a virgin Mahle, and once you've
tasted something good it's hard to
avoid it, specially for seven years"
Me:'I ttold you, iif you ffeel like you
can't wait anymore, bbreak up with me"

Lulo:" Iwon't do that, just make me understand, why
did you agree to be with me in the first place, is it
because I

was your escape plan?"
Me.:...
Lulo:"you did use me the first day you



agreed to be with me, telling me to help
your friend escape as well"
Me:"Twwasn't using you"

Lulo:"be honest with me babe"

I feel my throat hurt as tears threaten
my eyes

Me:"yyou hurting my heart, pplease
stop talking like this"

He sighs and gets up to go put

his bowl away, I follow him to the
kitchen

Lulo:"let's go"

Me:"okay fine, I'll have sex with you, if
that's whwhat you want, jjust at least
give me a couple of months"

He looks at me

Lulo:"T don't wanna force you to do



something you don't want, it's fine

I'll wait seven years"

Me:"nno it's okay, I'll be ready in a
couple of mmonths"

Lulo:"are you sure?"

I nod, he tickles me making me burst
into laughter

Me:"sstooop! Babe!"

He hugs me picking me up

Lulo:"you getting heavier babe"
Me(smiling):"what do you expect when
you feeding me so much"

I gained a bit on the waist from a 28 to
a 30 my butt cheeks have become fuller

I never imagined I would ever evolve from my
skinny body

He drives me to the hospital



Noah

Me:"right, so is everyone here?"

They look at each other

one picks up his hand

Me:"yes?"

Him:"my friend Amahle is running a bit
late"

Me:"that's not good, we have a busy day
ahead, this is disappointing of her"

[jot out a strike next to her name



for punctuality, I didn't expect this from
her, I thought she valued time, it's one
of the things I found out about her.
Him:"oh, there she is"

I look down the passage and see her
making her way towards us with Lowell
beside her.

I should've known, he probably made
her late on purpose. Maybe they had
morning sex before getting ready.
Amahle:'Tm sssorry I'm late"

Lowell:"it was my fault, I kept her"
Me:"one strike forlack of punctuality
Indigo"

Amahle:"T understand doctor; iiit won't happen
again"

Lowell:"is that necessary though, it was



not her fault”

Me:"it doesn't matter who's fault it is, this is a work
place and professionalism

1s valued"

He shakes his head as he looks at Amahle
Lowell:"bye baby, enjoy your first day"

He pecks her cheek then makes his

way down the passage

Me:"okay, let's get on straight to it, uhm

as you can see the doctors behind me"

I point at the doctors

Me:"this is doctor Mbalo he's a radiologist"
Dr Mbalo:"hello"

Me:"this is Dr Cohen, she's a neurologist, one of the
best around"

She smiles at me as she nods her head

to the students



I finally introduce them to all the doctors

Me:"you guys will follow the doctor who's doing the
same stream you are

Interested in and those who are interested in
cardiology, stay behind"

The doctors walk away as the students
choose who to follow.

I'm now left with only five students
Me:"okay, so I guess it's just us"

I take out my schedule book

Me:"so today we have three surgeries

first will be a coronary artery bypass surgery"
I look up at their confused faces

Me:"does anyone have an idea on what
kind of surgery this is?"

They shake their heads except for Amahle
Ilook at her



Me:"Indy?"

She looks at me as if she's shocked I
just called her

Me:"do you have an idea of what kind
of surgery this is? If you get it right I'll
forgive you for you coming in late"
Amahle:"it's a sssurgery to restore
the blood flow to the heart, I think"
Me:"correct, very impressive"

[ write next to her name "forgiven"

Me:"then we'll be doing a heart transplant surgery,
then last but not

least it'll be heart valve surgery, does
any one have an idea of the last
surgery?"

one gir picks her hand up

Me:"yes?"



Her:" I think it when you repair the hearts valves?"
Me:"are you telling me or asking me?"

Her:"telling you sir, I mean doctor”

Me:"you are correct but why do we

repair them?"

She pick her hand up shyly

Me(smiles):"yes Indy"

Amahle:"when they are leaking or replacing them
when they are narrowed"

Me:"okay, but how are you so accurate?

I meanit's still early in the year, I'm sure y'all haven't
learned any of these yet"

Amahle:"T ddid ssome research on
what cardiothoraric surgeons do

and I found interest in it so I learnt more
through the internet"

I nod



Me:"okay Amahle, no need to show off,
we get it, you are freaking smart"

I say jokingly and they laugh

Me:"okay people, let's get down to
business, I hope no one will be fainting
from seeing too much blood"

They laugh while assuring me they
won't faint. I joke around with them

so that they can feel comfortable around me, I don't
want them to be stiff

and afraid of me cause they might

not find learning interesting

Lowell



I have called in a board meeting, I invited
the board of directors including mom
and all shareholders of the company.
dad makes his way in last

Me:"thank you all for coming"

Dad:"why are we here, I have alot of
work to do”

Me:"well, I have been talking to the directors and
also the shareholders

of the company and we all came to

a common agreement, that the current
CEO Mr Nhlabathi, is not fit for the
position, he has not met the vision

of the company since he took his



place on his seat, the numbers have
dropped and clients are not comfortable
In working with him, he does not

put our potential investors and clients
needs to interests and therefore

after the Walton's whom I convinced

to team up with us, this company has

not won any higher investors or partners.

Therefore with the interest of the company and the
vision we have for

the future, we would like to vote on

the termination of Mr Nhlabathi s enior”
Dad:"bullshit! You can't do this, I am
not going anywhere! This meeting is
dismissed!"

Mom:"calm down Nhlabathi, let us be

professional about this, this is a place of business



and we all have a right to

opinion, let Lowell finish"

He looks around before sitting back
on his seat

Me:"we will vote by a show of hands.

Those of you who would like Mr Nhlabathi senior to
keep his position

please raise your hands"

A few people raise their hands including

mom, I guess she's scared to turn her back on him
I count the hands

Me:"that's ten people”

[ write it down

Me:"those of you who'd like him to

step down raise your hands"

They raise their hands

Me:"that's twelve people, looks like the



votes are not on your side Dad, sorry"
He looks at me with raging eyes
Me:"the Head of directors can now
announce who is next of kin to take
over the position”

Mom:"Lowell Nhlabathi will be taking

the seat of being the CEQ, if you agree with me
please raise your hands"

almost the everyone picks their hands
up

Mom:"it's official, Lowell Nhlabathi, congratulations,
for the new position,

we trust that you will lead this company
well and take us to.....

Dad:"you all going to regret this! You hear me! This
1S my company! I started it from scratch with my
wife, Non of you son's a bitches were there when
we



we're struggling to get to the top! Non of you
mutherfuckers! You have no idea what it took to get
here! Not a clue! But you think you can kick me off
like its nothing!"

Everyone is quiet looking at him acting like a mad
person

He looks at me

Dad:"watch your back boy, you e made an enemy"
He says walking out, his words leave

a shiver down my spine

But I brush it off as Ilook back at them

Me:"thank you for this opportunity, you will not
regret it"

Mom puts two thumbs up giving me
a proud smile



skekeskskekek

Be careful how you play your cards, when you have
a queen in your hand"

sksksksksksk
To be continued

[12/17,13:29] :Insert28



I'm in the office when I'm distracted by a phone call
Me:"hello?"

"It's done, we just crossed the boarder”
Me:"good, please take really good care

of her, and never call me again, I'll call
you when it's okay for her to come back"
"Yeah sure thing boss, I'll take good care
of her”

I drop the call as Ilean back on my chair
I can't believe Ijust did this to my brother
twice. Ijust hope it's all worth it cause I
really love Amahle and I did this for her.
It's been a week now since she started
working for him, I'm keeping a close eye
on her cause I do not trust that Noah

moved on from what happened, he's not



one to forgive easily, I've seen this with
his enemies, a part of me believes him
cause we brothers but a part of me just
doesn't trust him.

I take my phone and dial my baby
"Sthandwa sam?"

My heart melts as a smile creeps on my
face

Me:"my love, unjani?"

(How are you doing?)

'"Tm gggood and yourself

Me:"Tm good now that I'm talking to you"
"Tmiss you"

Me:"Tmiss you too babe, I'll come get
you this weekend"

"[ can't wait"

Me:"how's your day going?"



"Tjust ffinished my last class forthe day,
I'm on my wway to the hospital now"
Me:"okay, your transport is taking you
right?"

"Yes babe"

Me:"okay love, enjoy your day at the hospital"
"Twill, it's the bbest ppart of my day"
Me:"T know, I love you"

"Tlove you too...mncwaa"

She blows a kiss over the phone
Me:"mncwaa”

She drops leaving me smiling like an
1diot.

I get back to work when there's a knock
at my door

Me:"come in"

The door opens and she makes herway



In. She's dressed in a revealing short dress.
Lulama:"hey baby daddy"

Me:"Lulama? What are you doing here?"
My eyes wonder up and down her body

[ haven't seen herin a minute and she
looks beautiful

Lulama:"that's how you greet your baby
mama?"

She says making herself comfortable on
the couch

Me:"you can't be here, what do you want?"
Lulama:'"T just came to check on you
nothing much"

[ get up from my chair and join her on

the couch

Me:"Tm busy"

Lulama:"Tmiss you so much, I can't



stop thinking about you, I keep thinking
you'll contact me, you'll miss me and
come back to me like always but you've
been quiet, were you really serious about
the end of us?"

Me:"yes, Iwas"

She gets up and sits on my lap with her
legs spread out on either sides of my legs.
She closes hereyes while sitting on my
dick

Lulama:"mmhh, I miss this"

Me:"Lulu, please...

She smashes herlips on mine, [ Kiss
her back, she moves herwaist slowly,
the warmth of her pussy makes me
hard.

Lulama:"don't you miss me? When last



have you had good sex?"
It's been months, ever since I started
dating Amahle I haven't had sex and

to be honest I'm very sexually frustrated, this is the
longest I've ever went without pussy.

Me:"Lulu, please, don't do this"

She continues grinding on my dick
Lulama:"Tjust came here so you can
bond with your baby"

She lift up her dress exposing her little
bump. [ put my hands on her tummy
rubbing it.

Me:"have you found out the gender yet?"
Lulama:"it's still early to tell”

Me:"oh okay"

Lulama:"when last have you had office sex?"

Me:"No, lulama, please don't do this to me, I have a



girdfriend"

She gets on her knees and unzips my
pants, she takes my hard dick out
Me:"Lu....

She puts it in her mouth, it feels too good to protest.
After a while she sits back on it

I move her panty to the side and slide
it in, she humps on it at a fast pace
Me:"Fuck!"

Lulama (moaning):"aahhhh yeeaah!"
—

I put my clothes back on

Me:" don't pull this stunt again Lulama, can't you get
it through your thick skull?

we are done"
Lulama:"T know, I'm sorry, it's just Imiss

your gentleness, it's been a while since



I've been fucked with care”

I frown as Itumn to look at her

Me:"what do you mean? Is Noah hurting you?"
She looks down fixing her shoes

I walk up to her

Me:"is he?"

She gets up and looks me in the eyes
Lulama:"he's not hurting me, he's just
not as gentle as you, he doesn't wait for
me to be satisfied as long as he cum
we done...Ijust miss you so much"
Tears escape hereyes, I pull her into
my arms

Me:'Tm sorry, I thought you loved him, you two
seem so happy, I thought everything was good?"

Lulama:"T do love him, but he's too rough, he doesn't
have your caring touch, but that's only in bed, with
everything else, he's romantic and loving and he



makes sure I'm happy, I just don't understand his
mood swings though,he can be scary"

I push her out of my embrace
Me:"talk to him about it, I'm sure he'll

change since he cares about your happiness,
please don't come here again, you found me at my
weakest

today but I swear, you come around
here again and try this, I will personally
throw you out, stop with the slutty
behavior Lulama, not everything in a
relationship is about sex, at least you
getting some, now please, leave my
office"

Herjaw drops as she gasps
Lulama:"fine, that was my goodbye
anyway, I didn't like how you had the
last bye"



She takes her purse and her phone she walls
towards the door

She looks back at me
Lulama:"bye!"

Isigh as I sink on the couch, Ilook at my phone and
call Amahle, I feel so guilty

right now

Amahle

Dr Nhlabathi:" that'll be all for today guys, you all did
well, you are now

dismissed to go home, I'll see you

guys again this coming weekend"



We bid him goodbye before making
our way out his office

"Amahle"

I look back at him

Dr Nhlabathi:"please stay behind"
Ilook at Andiswa

Me:"you can leave me, I'll see you tomorrow"
Andiswa:"okay, bye"

She walks out.

I close the door and sit on the chair
opposite him

Me:"yes doctor?"

Dr Nhlabathi:"T want to let you know that you've
been doing an incredible job here at the hospital, the
care you have for the patients, the way you are
always well informed about the deseases of the
patients, I've also checked your academic record
and you are really smart, not only that but you have



passion as well"
Me:"ththank you doctor”

Dr Nhlabathi:"I guess what I'm trying to tell you is
that, as the hospital, we'd like to offer you a
scholarship, then after graduation you can come
work for us

for at least three years before you can transfer
somewhere else if you wish to"

My heart is pounding excitedly against
my chest with my hands covering my
mouth. I can't believe what I'm hearing.
I must be dreaming!

Me:"aaa aare....

He chuckles

Dr Nhlabathi:"s s hhhh"

He instructs me keep quiet, I close

my mouth and sigh

Dr Nhlabathi:"take a deep breath"



I breath in slowly before breathing out
Dr Nhlabathi:"again”

I repeat breathing in and out

Dr Nhlabathi:"now think carefully about
what you want to say"

I nod

Dr Nhlabathi:"have you completed the
sentence in your mind?"

I nod

Dr Nhlabathi:"now, take your time, don't
rus h your words, and tell me what you
need to tell me"

Me:"are you serious doctor?"

Dr Nhlabathi:"as serious as a heart attack"
Me:"ththank you so much, this means
alot to me, I don't know what to say"

Dr Nhlabathi:"say you'll take the offer”



I nod continuously

Me:"Yes! I accept”

Dr Nhlabathi (smiles):" I know you won't
disappointed”

Me(smiling):"T won't Doc, I promise”

Dr Nhlabathi:"great, do you have any
urgent homework or assignment to
complete tonight?"

I shake my head

Me:"no, I wwas jjust going to study"

Dr Nhlabathi:"would you like to join me for my night
shift? I have two surgeries

tonight"

I can't hide the excitement on my face
God knows how much I enjoy my time
at the surgery rooms

Me:"i would love to join you"



I take my phone from my pocket

[ have missed calls from Lulo and

a fewmessages

Me:"ccan I first alert my boyfriend?"
Dr Nhlabathi:"of cause, go ahead"

I dial his number and call him

"Babe, I've been trying to get hold of you, are you
okay, the driver said you never showed up when he
came to pick you up at the hospital?"

Me:"TIT'm still at the hospital, I'll be working until
late today"

"Until late? Why?"

Me:" Dr Nhlabathi, ssaid I ccan join him for his night
s hift, wwe'll be doing surgeries"

"It's a school night Amahle, you shouldn't be
working night shifts, you not even getting paid to
work there, 'm coming to fetch you"

Me:"No babe, pplease I'd really love...



"No Mahle, end of story"

He hangs up

I sigh looking at my phone

Dr Nhlabathi:"he doesn't approve?"
I shake my head

Me(low tone):"no"

Dr Nhlabathi:" let me talk to him, he's my brother
after all"

He takes his phone and calls him
Dr Nhlabathi:"lil bro"

He gets up and heads out leaving me alone in his
office.

I look around, this office is big, it's so
comfortable and homey

I look at the wooden name plate with his name
printed on it on his desk.

I walk around to his chair, it's so comfortable and
holds so much authority. I spin it around for a little



before adjusting myself properly and

pushing it closer to the desk, I sit up

properly like the way he does and look

across at the chair opposite where I was

sitting

Me(imitates):" I want to let you know you've been
ddoing an incredible job here at the hospital....
*Throat clears™

I look towards the door as I quickly get

up and head back to my seat.

Oh no! He caught me, great, there goes

my scholars hip

Dr Nhlabathi:"were you imitating me Dr Mbokazi?"
That has a nice ring to it

Me:"No doctor, uhm I wwas, I'm sorry"

He laughs while taking his seat

Dr Nhlabathi:"it's okay, everyone can fool around



once in a while"

I smile biting my lip in embarrassment
Dr Nhlabathi:"T talked to your man and
he doesn't mind"

Me:"really?"

He nods

Me:"that's great"

He takes his board clipped with papers
and a pen as he get up

Dr Nhlabathi:"let's get to work Doctor”
Me:"yes please"

We make our way to the operating room

Bongani (Noah's father)



Norah:"baba"
I turn to look at her, as I put on my jacket

Norah:'T don't like it when you this quiet, it's never
good"

Me:"what do you want me to say?

My own son betrayed me"

Norah:" he didn't betray you, he was just
doing what was best for the company"

Me:"that boy is stupid and very naive if he thinks
he'll just take my company

and get away with it just like that, he has another
thing coming"

Norah:"don't talk like that, where are you going so
late? Please, don't hurt my child"

I take my gun and shove it on the back of my pants

Me:"oh I'm not going to hurt him, I'm going to kill



him, he's made himself an enemy to me, and an
enemy I'll be"

She stands infront of me blocking my way
Norah:'Tm not going to let you do this"

Me:"better call him and say your last words cause
you'll never see him again"

She tries stopping me by grabbing onto
my arm, I slap heracross herface and
she falls to the ground

Me:"you better pray he's immortal"

I make my way to the car and drive off

skekeskeskskesk

"Sometimes blood isn't thicker than water, and
family will cross you quicker than strangers”
(Unknown)



skekeskesksk

To be continued
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Me:"so this patient has aortic aneurysm, we'll be
repairing the Aortic aneurysm then on top of that we
will replace the



aortic valve"

She nods with a frown on her forehead
Amahle:'Tm ssorry doc, bbut what is
aortic aneurysm?"

This is what I like about her, even though she knows
she's smart she's not ashamed to ask when she's
lost

Me:"aortic aneurysm is a weakened area in the
major blood vessel, being the aorta that feeds blood
to the body so when the aorta is weak, blood
pushing against the vessel wall can cause it to
bulge like a balloon that is called aneurysm"

She nods understanding me

Amahle:"oohh sso it's basically like a tumor; just in
the heart?"

Me(smiles):" that's an easy way to put it, 'm glad
you understand doctor language, I had to explain

this over and over again to the students from
Stellenbosch...and guess what?"

Amahle:"what?"



Me:"they were sixth year students"
She giggles

Me:"don't laugh, this is serious, not everyone is
gifted like us Indy"

Amahle:"so whwhat do we do first?"

Me:"okay so we doing an open heart surgery, we'll
first put the patient to sleep”

I inject the patient and he closes his
eyes Instantly

Me:"we have to repair the aneurysm before it
becomes a catastrophe where the patient might die,
it's very deadly when untreated, if it bursts in ones
heart they'll die"

She nods
Me:"let's wash our hands before we start"

We head to the sink in the room and wash our
hands thoroughly with soap

before putting on our gloves



Me:" pass me the saw"

She looks in the tool box and picks it up then hands
it to me

Me:"thank you, I'm going to split open the breast
bone, watch carefully where

I'm doing it and how"

I cut the chest open fully concentrated on what I'm
doing so that I do not cut

parts I'm not supposed to.

Me:"always be careful how deep you
should go, you wouldn't want to cut off
an organ"

Amahle:"that looks vvery scary"

Me:"it does"

Ilook at her

Me:"we now going to remove the cover around the
heart pericardiam"

[ ask the assisting nurses to start the



heart machine

Me:"that machine will do the job of the heart as we
continue working with the valves, as you can see
right there, that's the tube"

Amahle:"it so big"

Me:"that's why it was important for him to do this
surgery before it bursts™”

We continue with the surgery while I explain
everything that I'm doing and

why I'm doing it.

sk

I take off my scrubs, Amahle went to

another room to change and clean her hands.
She makes her way in my office

Amahle:'T should call Lulonke to come fetch me"
Me:"don't worry, I'll give you a ride, I'm

also iIn my way"

Amahle:"okay"



I pack my stuff neatly in my briefcase
I grab my car keys and phone then we
head out.

I open the passenger door for her
Amahle:"thank you"

She gets in and I close the door as I open the
backseat and put my briefcase

on the seat.  walk around to my side.
I start the car then we drive off
Me:"can you type your address here"

I give her my phone to type her address on the jps
before connecting it to the

car. I already know where she lives but
I don't wanna scare her off

Me:"oof it's really late, what are you going to eat for
supper?"”

Amahle:"T ddon't, I'll pprobably just make a
sandwich"



Me:"let's get something to eat first somewhere, I'm
sure there's a place still open with good food"

After a while driving I park in front of a restaurant

Me:"grillhouse, I'm sure we'll find something good to
eat here, you not

vegan are you?"
She laughs a bit and shakes her head
Amahle:"No, I'm not"

I get off, Iwas about to go open the door for her but
she already let herself out

Me:"how dare you deny me chivalry, then you ladies
start complaining that there are no gentlemen out
there"

She giggles, there's something about her
giggles, they too innocent, it's cute.

Amahle:'T don't mind chivalring myself thank you
very much"

Me:"okay, I see you, you the feminist type, a woman
can do anything a man can do and do it better kinda



ginl
She laughs out loud shaking her head
Amahle:'Tm nnot like ththat at all"

I look up at the gentlemen as we stand by the
counter

Me:"what's good on the menu my guy"
We look at the menu and order our food
then wait for it by the table

She keeps checking her phone and typing, she
looks worried, she must be

chatting to Lowell

Me:"is there something bothering you?"
She looks up at me

Amahle:"No, I'm fine"



Lowell

I decided to come straight to Amahle's

place after work. I have the spare keys.

But now I'm starting to get worried, it's

almost one in the morning and she's not

back yet.

[ take out my phone and text her on Whats App.
(Me)"Still at the hospital? " 00:33am

(Baby)"just knocked off, getting food first at
grillhouse, got hungry" 00:35am

(Me)"with who? You got an Uber?" 00:36am

(Baby):"with Dr Nhlabathi, he offered me a ride, I
promise I'm safe"” 00:37am

(Me)"okay babe, I'm giving you 45 minutes, I'm at
your apartment, I couldn't wait for the weekend, I



missed you so much "00:39am

(Baby)" aww babe if [ knew, Iwouldn't have
accepted to work night shift "00:40am

(Me)" just hurty home, I need you in my arms
urgently sthandwa sam "00:42am

(Baby)"the orderis almost ready, I'll be there in a
minute babe, are you hungry? Should I get you
anything?" 00:43am

(Me)"No baby it's fine, I already ate" 00:45am
She takes a while before answering

(Baby):" "00:58am

(Baby)'Tll see you just nowmy love  "00:59am
[ put my phone down smiling on my own

The things this girl does toy heart, it's not even
funny. I'm over heels for her.

The funny thing is I'm already thinking
about marriage with her, I don't know if

I can wait for her to graduate, I just wanna wife her



already so all these thirsty assholes know that she's
taken.

I never thought I'd feel like this for anyone, ever; it's
a scary feeling at the same time cause, I don't know
what I'd

do if Iwould mess up like I did and she
finds out then threatens to leave me, I'm
pretty sure I'd go crazy, I can't imagine
losing her.

There's a knock at the door, I sit up
straight as Ilisten if the knock is really
coming from this flat

*Door knocks*

[ get up, what's confusing me is that

I know Amahle wouldn't knock cause
she has her own keys, so it's someone
else, maybe it's a neighbor? But at this
time of the night? That's creepy.



I pick up the mattress and take the gun
[ left this gun here for Amahle in case
she ever found herself in trouble and
needed to protect herself. Iload it.
*Louder Door knocks*

Me:"who is it?"

"Vula icaba Lulonku!"

(Open the door!)

Me(perplexed):"Dad?"

Norah( Lowell's mom)

I followed him with my own car till he reached some



estate, he bribes the security to let him in, aftera
while I also drive in after bribing security.

[ will not let him kill our child, not while
I'm still alive.

I park a bit far as I watch him make his way to the
door, he must've tracked his

phone to know exactly where he was.

I take my gun and shove it on the side

of my jeans before making my way out

He knocks for a while as he keeps

Shouting vula, I guess Lowell can sense

that he's not happy and him being here

is not out of good intentions, he knows

his father too well, he must also be

wondering how he knew he was here when he didn't
Inform him

He moves away from the d