


~Unexpectedly~

PROLOGUE

Thesirensandthepolicecarstotheambulances

thatareinfrontofusaswearewatchingthewhole

sceneastheyputhimonastretcherandintothe

ambulanceanditallendslikethatonceagain.

Interviewer:"Howdidyoureallyfeellikewhenyou



openedyoureyes?"

Sandile:"itwasawakeupcall,thatImadealotof

mistakesinmylifeandcausingmetoalmostloose

thewomanIlove"

'Ncooh'.Youcanhearitfromthecrowd,Itiltmy

headtothesidejusttogetabetterview.

Interviewer:"AndyouMrsVazi-Zuma?Iamsure

youweredevistated."

Mercy:"itwashard,theDrssaidthathewasn't

supposedtomakeitafterthose5bulletsonhis

chestbuthereweare.ThewaitwaslongbutIam

happyheisokandfinallygotbacktolife"

Interviewer:"youheardityourselfpeople......."

Thetvswitchedoff,weallturned.

Superintendent:"Unathi"

Ilookedatmyfriend'sbeforefollowingher.IknowI

didnothingwrongandIcan'tbepunishedfor

somethingIdon'tknow.Isitaboutmyleavingas

well?Mystaywillbeextended?Wegotinher

officeandshewentbehindherdesk.



Me:"Whateveritisitwasn'tmyfault"

Shelooksatmethendowntothepapersinfrontof

herandstoodupstraightlookingatmeandgiving

measharplook.Myeyeswonderaswellthrough

herfiercestare.

Superintendent:"Iknowyoudidnothingwrong"

ThenwhyamIhere.

Me:"oh"

Shecutme.

Superintendent:"Ijustwantedtosayyourstay

wouldhavebeenextendedhencethewholeordeal

thathappened5yearsago."

Ikeepquiet.

Me:"itwasamistake"

Superintendent:"Iknow.Youhavebeenwell

behavedafterRazorleft"

Inodded.

Superintendent:"Youmaygobacktoyourcell,tv

timeisdone"



Inodded.

Me:"Thankyou"

Shenoddedandsatdownonherchair.Iwalked

outofherofficeandalreadyawardenwaswaiting

forme.Shetookmyarmandledmebacktomy

cell.It'shasbeentough.Iwentintosolitaryfora

year,awholeyearaftergivingbirthtoAnele.Ihave

neversawmybaby'sfaceafterbirthastheytook

mychildaway.Wegottomycellandthewarden

openedandIwalkedinbeforesheclosed,Iwentto

mybedandIsatdown.Nellycameandsatnextto

me.

Nelly:"Whatdidshewant?"

Me:"Nothingmuch"

Nelly:"youareluckyyouaregettingouttomorrow.

Thina(us)whoareserving30yearsinprison"

Shelookeddown.

Me:"Youmightgetparole"

Nelly:"Idoubt."

Shelookeddown.



Me:"Nellywhatyoudidwasyousavingyourself

fromthemonster.Heabusedyoutoomuchandit

waseitherhimoryou.Iamgladyouchoseyourself

andgaveyoursonabetterlife"

Nelly:"(sigh)yeah.Atleastheisnotangryatme

butunderstandsnowthathehasgrown"

Me:"yousee"

Nelly:'IamgonnamissyouBarbiegal"

Welaughed.

Me:"youareforwardyouknow"

Welaughedandsatbackandtalkedlikeitwasthe

lastdayonearth,Ireallyfoundafriendinher.

SomeoneIcouldtalktoaboutanythingandheras

well.

IamUnathiKhumalobutoriginallyaNgema,I

haven'tchangedmymaritalnamebutonceIamout

Iwill.Asinglemotheroftwoandyettodiscover

whattheworldhasin-storeformebeyondthese

prisonwalls.

.



.

Tobecontinued

~Unexpectedly~

Insert1

IfeltlikeIwasbeingakid,achildtakenoutsidefor

thefirsttime.Iheldontomydressquiettightlyby

itsbottomends."Idon'teverwanttoseeyouhere

againUnathi"thesuperintendentsaidtomebeforeI

departed.Iwishtogobackinside,Iamscaredthat

theworldwillswallowme.Iwalkeduptohimand

hesmiledandIstartedrelaxingagain.Iwillforever

beindebttothisman,hehasbeenspottingme

throughmytoughesttime.Heengulfsmeinahug

andtheSunisnottheonlywarmthingaroundhere

ItakeawiffofhisCologneandithitsmynostrils

andIknowthatthisisreal.Ireallyamoutofprison.

Dad:"howareyou?"

Me:"Iamok.Ifeelokandscared."



Dad:"Don'tbe,thereisnothingtobescaredoff"

HeopensthecardoorformeandIthankhimand

getinandhegetsinhissideaswellandhedrives

off.

Me:"Howismom?"

Ilookathimandheissilent.Iwon'tlieIsawit

coming,mymotherwasn'tmuchofagoodperson

andsowasIbutshewentbeyondandhurtmy

fatherintheprocess.Yestheyarenotdivorcedbut

theyareseperate.Shehasn'tvisitedmeallthose

yearsIwasinjail.ItwasonlydadandQamo

whoeverdid.

Dad:"ShemovedtoEasterncape"

Inodded.

Me:"Atleastyoudon'tlivealoneinthatbighouse"

Hechuckled.

Me:"wellfromnowonyouwon't"

Dad:"YesIwon't.Aneleisnotathomethough"

Me:"whereishe?"



Dad:"AndiswatookhimwithLetho,theyareat

theirhousefortheweekend."

Md:"Letho?Howisshe?"

Iaskalotofquestions.Icouldfeelatearinmyeye.

ForsuresheprobablythinksAndiswaishermother

.

Dad:"sheisgrowingwell.Verymuchbubbly,she

doesvisit."

Helooksatmeforasecondthenbacktotheroad.

Dad:"SheknowsyouarehermotherandAneleher

littlebrother.Andiswamadesuresheknows"

Me:"oh"

Therewassilence.Iturnedtheradioabitandthen

laidbacktomyseatandlookedoutthewindow.

Everythingisstillthesamejustalittlechangeshere

andthereaswell.IfeellikeIjustcameoutofmy

ownshell.

Dad:"WewillgoandhaveLunchbeforewego

home"

Me:"Idon'twanttobeinacrowdtoday.Maybe



tomorrow"

Dad:"Ok"

Ilookbackoutthewindow.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

"Zikhali!"

Icarryonlookingthroughthewardrobeandstillno

answer.

Me:"Haibothischild"

IwalkoutofourbedroomandIwenttotheirroom

andIcouldheregigglesandsomeonehushing

them.

Me:"Iwon'tbuyahappyamealforyou"

Lethogotoutfirstfromherhidingplacewhichwas

thewardrobe.

Letho:",MommyIamhere."



Me:"GetdressedLethowhereareyourbrothers?"

Letho:"Anelegetoutifyouwantahappymeal"

Hegotoutfromunderthebed.

Me:"youaregonnadirtyyourself,haveyou

finishedeating?"

Henodded.

Me:"Zikhali!"

Hegotoutfrombehindthedoor.

Me:"You"

Zikhali:"mahwewerejustplaying"

Me:"timeforplayinglater.Youneedtogetdressed

andIhavetodriveyoubothtoyourgrandfather's"

Anele:"Butwesawhimyesterday"

Me:"Fridaybaby"

Iwipedhisface.

Me:"nowgochange"

Theyallrushedout.Iwalkedoutofthebedroom

andwenttoourbedroomandIbentdownandtook



theshoesandworethembeforeIwalkedoutand

wentdownthestairs.

Me:"hellomah.Haveyouseenmyhusband?"

MaRose:"Heisinhisstudy"

Me:"okthankyou"

IwalkedtohisstudyandIknockedbeforeopening

andhewasonthephone.

Ntethelelo:"canwetalklater,mywifeneedsme"

Ismiledb

Ntethelelo:"yeahsure."

Hedroppedthecall.

Me:"Iamjustheretotellyouweareleaving"

Ntethelelo:"for?"

Me:"IamtakingLethoandAneletobabuNgema"

Ntethelelo:"It'sbeenaweekendsugarplum"

Me:"Unathiisout"

Helookedatme.Hejustchuckled.



Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"nomatterwhatNtetheleloshewillalwaysbe

theirmother,shewaseventuallygoingocomeout"

Ntethelelo:"Iamcomingwithyou.Ican'tletthat

womanharmmywifeandChildren"

Me:"ok"

Ijustlethimbebecauseheisalwaysstubborn

abouttheUnathisituation.Hetookhiscarkeys

andIwalkedoutandwalkedupthestairs.Igotin

theirroomsandtrywereallreadyandpacked.

Me:"comedaddyiswaitingdownstairs"

Theywalkedoutandwentdownthestairs.Ifit's

notmyschoolkidsit'smykids,it'squietdraining

sometimes.WesaidourgoodbyestoMaRoseand

Ntethelelowasalreadyreadyinthecarandsoas

thekids.Igotinandhestartedthecaranddrove

off.

Me:"soyouareangryatme?"

Ntethelelo:"iamnot"

Me:"mmmh"



Letho:"mommyourBigMacs"

Me:"Happymealprincess"

Zikhali:"Iambiglikeyou"

Ntethelelo:"youareonly4"

Anele:"Iam4daddy"

Heliftedhis4fingers.

Letho:"yesyouare4andweare4andyouare

smallandwearebig,wewillbe5soonisn'tit

mommy?"

Me:"yesbaby"

Isankontheseat.

.

.

*UNATHI*

WegothomeandDadparkedhiscarandwegot

out.WewalkedinsideandIwasstartledbya

surprise!Beingshouted.



Dad:"what'sgoingon?"

Qamo:"Iknewyouwouldn'tdoanythingsoMina

smallsisterdidthisformybigone"

Wehugged.

Qamo:"welcomehome"

Me:"thankyou"

Zama:"Imissedyou,Yho"

Wehugged.LondiewaseventhereandIcouldsee

herfakesmiledbutIdidn'tcare.Notalotofpeople

werethere.

Me:"thankyoueveryone"

Qamo:"Dad?"

Dad:"youcanpartyonbutdon'tbreakanything"

Welaughed.

Qamo:"weareoldenough.Comelet'sgetyou

changedup."

Shepulledmeupthestairs.Wegotinmyold

bedroomanditwasstillthesame.Allpinkand



puffedoutjustlikehowIleftitwhenIwentto

varsity.iranmyfingersonthestudytable.

Qamo:"Iamsohappyyouareout.Thekidshave

beenaskingaboutyouevenandmyhusbandas

well"

Me:"oh"

Qamo:"sodetails.Tellmewhoisthefatherof

Aneleandhowdidyoumeethim"

Me:"someguyinjail"

Qamo:"heisstillinthere?"

Shefinallytookoutsomeclothes.Jeanwithatop

andsandals.

Me:"no,heleftbeforeIgavebirthtoAnele"

Qamo:"doesheknow?"

Me:"no,Ineedtobathagain"

Iwalkedtomybathroomandclosedthedoorand

closedmyeyesbreathinginandoutbeforeIwent

totakeashower,Istayedinthereforsometime

beforeIcameoutandcosmeticswerealready



placed.Ilotionedandgotdressedandcombingmy

afro.Iwalkedoutafterthatandwentdownthe

stairstojointheothers,Iwasn'tinaladymoodbut

Ijusthavetosuckitup.

Zama:"youlookbeautiful,Ihaveneverseenyou

natural"

Me:"thankyou"

Londie:"thisisnotyou,itstoosimpleandboring"

Me:"Prisonchangedme"

Shelaughedabit,Ilookedather.

Me:"anythingfunny?"

Londie:"notmuchfriend.Wejustneedtogo

shoppingandgetyouback"

Zama:"so...yousonheissoeveradorable.Ithink

himandCebowouldmakeagoodcoupleuthini

mlingani(whatdoyousay?)"

Ilaughandtakeaglassoffwine.

Me:"thatwouldbewonderful.Ican'twaittosee

yourdaughter"



Londiejustkeptquiet.Wecarriedonwithourparty

andthedoorbellrangandQamowenttoopen.

Qamo:"ohheyguys."

SheopenedthedoorwiderandNtethelelowith

Andiswaandthekidswalkedin.Ioutmywineglass

downtheywalkedtowardsme.

Letho:"OursecondmommyAnele!"

Ifelttearsinmytheyengulfedmylegs.

Andiswa:"hi"

Ntethelelojustgavemeastare.

Me:"Hi"

Iwentdowntotheirlevel.Itouchedherfaceand

shehasabitofmeandalotofNtethelelobutAnele

looksjustlikehisfather.

Anele:"hellomommy"

Ihuggedthemboth.Mykids.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Isaidwithtearsstreamingdownalleyesnowonus.



.

.

.

Tobecontinued

~Unexpectedly~

Insert2

Ibrokethehugandtheywipedmytears.Iwasso

happytofinallyseethemandtheylooksovery

grownaswell.

Letho:"whyareyoucrying?"

Andiswa:"Mommyishappytoseeherbabies"

Anele:"wearen'tyourbabiestoo?"

Andiswa:"youare"

Me:"(sniff)Thankyou"

Andiswa:"youarewelcome"



Ihuggedthemagain.Thisisaveryoverwhelming

day.Ididn'tcarryonwiththepartying,Andiswa

andNtetheleloleftandIwaswithmykidsintheir

roomshelpingthemunpack.Theylookadorable

withLethoinstructingAnelewheretoputwhatand

howtoputit.Aneleseemslikethequietonethan

Lethoaswell.Ifeelveryhappyandrelaxedaswell,

thisallfeelssosurreal.

Letho:"NoNeledon'tputtheshoesliethat,like

this"

Anele:"ok"

Shebendsandputsthemthewayshewantsthem.

Igoclosertothemandsitonthefloor.

Me:"canIhelp?"

Letho:"Mommycanyouhangthisprincessdress

forme.Carefulwithit"

Igiggle

Me:"ok",

Itakeherdressandhangitnicelyforherandwe

getdone.



Anele:",Iamtired"

Letho:"Mommycanwehaveicecream"

Me:"uhmlet'sseeifwehavesome"

Theysqueela"yay!"BetweeneachotherandI

shakemyhead.

Me:"stayhereIwillbringitup"

TheynoddedandIwentdownthestairsandstill

Qamoisentertainingsomepeople.Iwalkpastthem

andgotothekitchen.Thereisahelperandsheis

cleaningupnothingIguessbecauseitlooksclean

tome.

Me:"hellomah"

Shesmiledlookingatme.

Her:"hi"

Me:"IamUnathi"

Her:"Iknow.Yourfatheralwaystalksaboutyou

,it'snicetofinallymeetyou"

Me:",youtoo.Uhmisthereicecream"



Shechuckled.

Her:"theyusedyouhuh?"

Me:"Usedme?"

Her:"LethoistheoneIknowwhoisbehindtheice

cream"

Shegoestothefridgeandtakesitout.

Her:"Icecreamisbannedforthemafter14h00,

Theybecometoohyperandit'shardtogetthemto

sleep"

Me:"Yhointhatcase"

Shelaughed.

Me:"'Thankyou"

Her:",youarewelcome"

InoddedbeforemakingmywayupthestairsandI

couldhearLethotalking.

Letho:"yousipAnelesipnotdrag.Thisisahigh

classtea."

Igotintheroom.



Me:"Thereisnoicecream"

Letho:"thereis,Grandpaalwaysbuysicecream"

Me:"wellnotthistime"

HermouthwasOshapedandshehadafrown.

Me:"Iwilltakeyououtforicecreamtomorrow"

Anele:"andmeat?"

Igotclosertohim.

Me:"Andmeatboyboy"

Hesmiled.

Anele:"MommysaidIhavetwomommiesand

daddies,whereismyotherdaddy?"

Me:"I...I"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.

Me:"let'sgowatchTVinmyroom"

Theygotofftheirchairsandranout.Isighed.

.

.



*ANDISWA*

Ntethelelohas-beenawfullyquietsinceweleft.I

lookbackatZikhaliandheseemsdepressed.

Me:"DoyouwanttovisitSiyanda?"

IlookathimthenNtethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"Iwilldrophimoff"

Me:"thankyou"

Hewassilentagain.Iwilljustlethimbefornow.

.

.

*UNATHI*

TheystartedgettingsleepyandIbathedthem

beforetheywenttosleepaftereating.Thyarevery

wellmanneredandIreallyhavetothankAndiswa

forthat.Shereallysteppedupandisatruewoman.

Ikissedtheircheeksandlookedatthemsleeping



foranhourorsobeforeIwenttomyroom.Ismiled

asIsatonthebedandlaidonit.Ifeellighterandok

,Iamgoingtotryandbesbetterpersonformy

kidsifnotme.Theydeservethat.

.

.

Iwokeupinthemorninganditwasabout10am,Its

beenlongsinceIsleptonaverycomfortablebed,

notbeingwokenupandsleepingwithoneeyeopen

outoffearaswell.Ifeelwellrested.Igotoffthe

bedandIwenttowashmyfaceandbrushedmy

teethbeforeIwalkedoutofmybedroom.Ifirst

startedwiththekidsbuttheyweren'tintheirroom.I

wentdownthestairsrunningandlookingforthem.

Me:"Anele!Lethokuhle!"

"Inthekitchen!"

Irushedtothekitchenandtheywereeating.Dad

wasfeedingthemcerealsandIsmiled.

Dad:"Morning"

Me:"morning"



Letho:"gobathmommyweneedtogobeforeour

curfew"

Me:"ok"

Dad:"calmdown.Theyarenotgonnaleaveyou"

Ibreathedout.

Me:"ok"

Ikissedtheircheeks.

Me:"weneedmoneyforicecream"

Isaidlookingatdad.

Dad:"andyouareback"

Ichuckled.

Dad:"Iwillgiveyoumoney"

Me:"ok"

Iwenttomakesomecerealsandateaswellbefore

IwenttotakeabathbecauseLethowasimpatient.

AfteroneItookoutoneofmyoldclothesandIgot

dressedinthem,adresswithsandals.Icombed

myhairandtookasmallbagandIwalkedout.I



wentdownthestairsandthekidswereready.I

guesstheycandressthemselvesordadhelped

them.Ithink.

Me:"youareready?"

Theynodded.

Dad:"iwilldropyouoffatthemall",

Me:"thankyou.Come"

Itooktheirhandsandwewalkedout.Thisisgoing

tobeafunday.Wegotinthecarandeveryonewas

buckledupbeforedaddroveoff.

Dad:"Iseeyouareembracingyournaturalself"

Me:"Prisonforcedme"

Welaughed.

Me:"butIlikeit.It'slikeIamabornagain"

Dad:"Maybeyoushouldjoinchurch"

Me:"Ishouldconsiderthat"

Letho:"mommyhowoldareyou?"

Me:"oldenough"



Letho:"Iam5"

Me:"Iknow"

Anele:"youlieyou4"

Me:"don'tfight"

Theybecamesilent.WereachTheGrovemalland

thekidsgotatadbitexcited.Iwasexcitedaswell.

Dadgavemehiscardandwarnedmeaboutthe

limitbutIassuredhimtheoldUnathiisgone.I

spendwiselynow,hegavemealookbefore

nodding.Wegotoutandsaidourgoodbyesandwe

wentinsidethemall.IwasholdingLethowhowas

holdingAnelesonoonecouldgetlost.

Me:"wheredowestart?"

Letho:"Barbie"

Me:"moviesitisthen"

Wewalkedtothecinema.Ifeltoverwhelmedbeing

inacrowd.Iwantedustoturnbackbutthe

excitementontheirfaceswouldn'tletme.Wewent

andorderedticketstogoandwatchanother

animatedmoviebecauseBarbiewasn'tin-storefor



Letho.Themoviestartsinanhoursowewent

aroundthemallandalsogotachancetobuya

phoneaswell.Wewenttobuysomeclothesforus

andIboughtanewduvetsbecausethepinkinmy

roomandpurpleisscaringme.Iamoldnowand

myroomshouldn'tbelikethat.Afterthatwewentto

watchthemovies.Itwasreallyfunandpricelessto

hearmykidslaugh.Whowouldhavethoughtme,

Unathiwouldlovekidsthismuch.Themovie

finishedandwewalkedoutofthecinema.They

couldn'tstopgiggling.

Me:"youhungry?"

Letho:"icecream!"

Me:"oklet'sgogeticecream"

Theysqueeled,wegotatrolleyandtheywere

insideandIpushedthemaround.Wewenttoget

someicecreamandwenttogoandeat.

Anele:"mommyLethospilledicecreamonme"

Me:"Lethosaysorry"

Letho;"sorry"



Ibumpedintosomeone.

Me:"oopsIamsorry"

Theladyturned.Shewaswearingformally,hair

tiedupandheels,redlipstickandallwithglasses.

Itlooksfaketome,notinabadwaybutsheseems

off.

Lady:"You....."

Someonecametoher.Aguyinasuitholdinga

briefcase.

"Wehavetogo"

IlookedathimproperlyandIjustfroze.Hedidas

wellandlookedinsidethetrolley.Ijuststarted

pushingit.

"Unathi"

Lady:"Mjitaasambe(manlet'sgo)"

IcarryonpushingandgotothesideandIturn

aroundandtheyareoutofsight.Securityguysand

peoplefromthebankgetoutandtheylookaround.

Iholdmychestandmyheartisbeatingfast.



Letho:"mommyareyouok?"

Shelickstheicecreamoffherhands.

Me:"yesbaby.Let'sgobuysomefoodandgo

home"

Theynodded.Ipushedthetrolley.Ifdidn'twantto

behereanymore..

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

~Unexpectedly~

Insert3

Wearrivedhomeandthekidsraninside.Dadwas

onhislaptopwhilewatchingsomeTVaswellandI

haven'tseenthehelperasyettoday.Iwalkedpast

himandwentupthestairsbuthecalledme.



Dad:"AmIastatue?"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Dad:"areyouok?"

Me:"Me?YesIam"

Ifakedasmile.

Dad:"mmhok"

Me:"Whenaretheyleaving?"

Dad:"youwantthemfor?"

Me:"No.Iamjustasking"

Dad:"LetholiveswithherfatherandAnelewithme

"

Me:"okgoodthen"

Dad:"youdon'tmindthatLethokuhlelives...."

Me:"shegrewupthereandsheknowsherfather

more."

Dad:"ifyouareokwithit."

Me:"Iam.Letmegoandputthesethenrestabit"



Henoddedandwentbacktohislaptop.Itooka

stepfurther.

Dad:"Unathi"

Iturned.

Dad:",nowthatyouareoutwhatareyougonnado?

"

Me:"Ihavebeenthinkingaboutthat.Iwanttostart

abusiness.Abeautybusiness"

Dad:"Ifit'sgoodenoughIwillinvestinit."

Me:"Iwillstartwithmybusinessplanthen"

Dad:"keepupthatattitude"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Iwill.Letmego"

Iwalkedupthestairsandwenttomybedroom.I

threwtheplasticsandpaperbagsonthebedandI

satonthefloor.Itookmynewphoneandlaidonit.

Iinstalledsomefewappsandstartednewaccounts

onsocialmedia.IwenttoInstagramandsearched

forhimusingthesurnamebutIcouldn'tfindhimat



all,what'shisname.GodUnathiyousleptwith

someoneyouhardlyknewhisname.Iwentto

Facebookandsearchedusinghissurnameaswell

andnothingIthenusesedhis'name'andIfound

theladythatIsawtoday.Ipressedonherpage.

MmhWendyisthenameofthelady.Iscrolledto

herfriendsandtherehewas.Iclickedandgoton

hispageandhisnameisdisplayed.

Me:"LindaniNgomane"

Iwasdisturbedbyaknock.

Me:"yes?"

Isatup.

Dad:"areyouok?"

Me:"Iamfine.Iwillbetherewiththekids."

Dad:"Ijustcheckedthem.Theyareasleep."

Me:"oh"

Ikeptquietandafewmomentsheleft.Ilaidback

downandscrolledthroughhispage.Nothingmuch

isdisplayedandseemslikeheistightwiththis

Wendywomanaswell.Ifoundmyselfbittingmy



bottomlipjustinthoughtsofwhatusedtogodown

inprison.Thoseweregreatmoment.Icheckedhis

relationshipstatusanditsaidInarelationship.He

hasbeenforthepast5years.IfeltbummedandI

justlockedmyphoneandsighedwhilelookingup

totheroof.ItwasjustfunandgamesUnathidon't

thinkaboutit.Italkedmyself.

.

.

-----

WewalkedintheRDPhouseandIthrewthebrief

caseonthecouchandtookofftheblazerand

untiedthetie.

Wendy:"Youalmostgotuscaught"

Me:"butIdidn't"

Wendy:"Nx"

Ithrewthetieonthecouchandopenedthebrief

case.Itookoutafewhundredsandshedidthe

same.

Wendy:"(smiling)Eyiwena(you)"



Me:"Iknowmygame"

Wendy:"WhatdidyoudoafterIleft?"

IputthemoneybackandIclosedthebriefcase.

Me:"that'smyowntrick"

Herphonerangandshetookitgoingtothe

bedroomarea.Wehadtolaylowabitbeforewe

candoanythingelse.R400000betweenthetwoof

us.Isatonthecouchandputmyhandsonmylegs.

Idon'tknowifmyimaginationwasplayingwithme

whenIsawawomanlikeUnathiwithtwokids,the

lasttimeIrememberUnathihadadaughtersothat

can'tbeher.Orisit?Wendycomesbackout.

Wendy:"TheheistIsgonnabedonetonight"

Me:"meandyouarelayinglow"

Wendy:"yeahAxewilltakecareofit"

Inoddedasshetypedonherphone.

Wendy:"Ugrand?(Areyouok?)"

Me:"yeah"

Sheputherphonedownandsatonme.



Wendy:"Webaggedsomemoney.Let'scelebrate"

ShekissedmylipsandIheldherwaist.

Me:"whatdoyouhaveinmind?"

Wendy:"this"

ShestoodupandsatonmewhilefacingmeandI

kissedherasshekissedme.Islightlypushedher

off.

Me:"Iamnotinthemoodtoday"

Wendy:"youalwaysinthemood."

Me:"wellnottoday"

Igotupandtookthecarkeys.

Wendy:"whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Ineedtoclearmyhead.Iwillbeback"

Iwalkedout.

MynameisLindaniNgomanebutsomeknowme

asRazor,ImetUnathiinprison.Whatwehadwas

supposedtobejustfunandgamesbutformeit

didn'tendthatway,Idon'tknowhowmanytimesI



havestoppedmyselffromvisitingbeforeor

committingcrimeswithevidenceandjustget

myselfbackinprison.CrazyIknow.Ijustneedto

knowifwhatIsawIswhatIsaw.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Thekidswerereallytiredbecausetheyaresleeping.

DadandIatethenhewenttohisstudytodosome

work.Ialsogotabitbusywithdoingabusiness

plan.Ikeptonstoppingmyselffromsendinga

friendrequesttoRazor.ReallyIamtrying,what

amIgonnasay?Ijustclosedmyeyesandsent

thatrequestandputmyphoneawayandcarriedon

withwhatIwasdoing.Igotupandwenttothe

kitchentogetsomewaterandcamebackandtried

toworkbutmymindwasn'tthere.Icheckedmy

phoneandhejustinboxme.Idon'tknowwhybutI

justsqueeledandtriedtocontainmyself.Unathi

thismanisinarelationship,theinnergoodmesaid



buttheotherbadmesaidumuntuuyagudluzwasisi

(youremoveapersonsister).Iopenedit.

Razor:"Hi"

Ityped.

Me."hi"

Iheldmyphoneclosetomeanditpinged.Ilooked

atitandheansweredsoquickly.

Razor:"CanIgetyournumber?"

Isighedandhesitated.ShouldIgiveittohim?

Overeverythingheneedstoknowhehasason

Unathi,theinnermesaidagain.

Me:"Ok"

Isentitandhehasseenthemessage.Idrinkthe

waterandstarttostandupandpaceupanddown

nervous.Hewon'tcallortextmetodayright?My

phoneranganditwasanunknownnumber.Itwas

him.MyhandswereshakingandIwastoonervous

toanswer.Ididn'tanswertillitstoppedandthenI

breathedout.WhatamIgonnasayeven?

Me:"Ohhi,yesitsbeenyears.Youhaveason"



Isaidwhilewalkingupanddown.That'sstupidto

theleast.ItrangagainandIlookedatitbefore

breathingoutandIansweredit.Ikeptquiet

becauseIdidn'tknowwhattosaybutIcanhear

himbreathattheotherendofthephone.

"Unathi"

Ifeltsuffocatedandnervous.Isatdownonthe

couch.

Me:"h...Hi"

Hebreathsout,it'ssosimpleyetitdoesthingsto

me.

Razor:"Whathappened?"

Ikeptquiet.Idon'tevenknowhowtoanswerthat.

Razor:"Iwanttoseeyou"

Me:"Mshika"

HechuckledandIjoinedhim.

Razor:"youstillremember?"

Me:"(softly)howcanIforget?"



Razor:"Unathi"

Me:"yes"

Razor:"canIpleaseseeyou?"

Me:"youdidtoday"

Razor:"Iwanttoproperly,Imissyou"

Hemissesme?Asafriendorwhat?WhoamI

kiddingcauseIwanttoseehimaswell.

Me:"ok.Iwillsendtheaddress"

Razor:"ok.Ihavesomethingtotellyou"

Me:"metoo"

Razor:"Iwillseeyou"

Hehungup.Ilookedatthenumberandsavedhis

numbersosweetly.

Me:"ohmyGod"

Ilaidbackonthecouch.Ifeellikeateenageral

overagain.

.

.



.

Tobecontinued

~Unexpectedly~

Insert4

Isatupfromthecouchandcontainedmyself.I

senttheaddress.

Me:"Unathiconcerntrateabit."

IbreathedoutandIstarteddoingworkagain.Iwas

gettingabitofthisbusinessplanthingandifdad

lovesitthenhewillinvestinme.Ican'twaittodo

somethingandmakingpeoplelookprettyandfeel

goodaboutthemselves.Timewentbyandmy

phonerang.Itookitandlookedatitabitanditwas

him.IbreathedoutbeforeIanswered.

Me:"Hi"

Razor:"Iamoutsidethegate"

Me:"Iamcoming"



Razor:"ok"

IhungupandIstoodupandstartedcleaningup.I

ranupthestairsandIsniffedmyarmpitsandI

wenttothebathroomandwetthetowelwithsoap

andwipedmyPrivatearea.Heyyouwouldn'tknow

ifit'ssmellsornoteventhoughIbathedwhenwe

cameback.IwipedmyarmpitsandIputrollon

andIchangedtosummerpyjamasandIsprayed

smallperfumeonmejusttosmellniceandonmy

neck.Iroughenedbutmadeitneat.Myhairtobe

exactandthenVaselinewasthefinaltouch.

Me:"perfect"

Isaidlookingatmyreflection.Itookthesilkgown

andworeitbeforerunningdownthestairs.I

checkedthecoastandIranoutandopenedthe

gatewithmyremoteandIthenstartedwalking

slowlycatchingmybreathjustsothathewon'tsee

thatIwasrunning.Hewasstandingbyacarwhile

smokinganditsmelledlikeweed.Istoodabout

3metersawayfromhimandhethrewitawayand

puthishandsinhispocketasheleanedagainthe

car.



Razor:"Hi"

Ibreathedout.

Me:"Hi"

Helookedatmebeforesmiling.Idon'tknowifit's

thenighttimeormyeyesbuthelooksquiet

handsomethanbefore.GrownIshouldsay.

Razor:"Icanseeyouhavegrownaninchtaller"

Me:"aninchissmall"

Razor:"justaninch"

HemadeahandgestureofhowtallIamnowand

putitbackinside.Ismiled.

Razor:"CanI..."

HesteppedcloserandengulfedmeinahugandI

wastakenabackbeforeIhuggedhimback.Itfelt

warmandwelcomedaswell.Irestedmyheadon

hischest,EverythingjusteverykindoffeelingIhad

forhimcameovermebutthethoughtthatheisin

arelationshipmademequietsadIwon'tlie.It'sthe

sadtruththough,heisjustmybaby'sfather.



Me:"youcanletgonow"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"Sorry"

Webrokethehugandlookedateachother,heran

hisfingersonmycheekbeforeheputhishandsin

hispockets.

Razor:"canwetakeadrive?Weneedtotalk"

Ilookedback.

Me:"uhmsure"

HeopenedthedoortohiscarandIgotin.HowI

usedtolovethiskindofcaryearsago,Volkswagen

butIguessitwasmostlybecauseIwasmarriedto

amanwhohadsharedatVolkswagenandowned

somebranches.HegotinandIbuckledupbefore

hedroveoff.MusicplayedsoftlyinthecarbutI

couldhearthewords.

"SometimesIwishyouknew

ButIdisguisethetruth

IsayI'mhappybut,



I'mstillstuckonus,Mmhmmmhmmh

Doesyourmindplaythisgameto?

Think'boutmeandyou

IguessI'lljustpretend

Untilitallmakessense,mmhmmmhmmh

mmmmmh

Seeyoufacetoface

I'mthinkin'boutthedaysweusedtobe

ButIcan'tmakeitseem

ButIcan'tmakeitseem

Seeyoufacetoface

I'mthinkin'boutthedaysweusedtobe

ButIcan'tmakeitseem

ButIcan'tmakeitseem

LikeIwantyou,you

Evenifit'strue

Evenifit'strue



Iguessit'soverdue......."

Ilookedathimthenfocusedontheroad.Thissong

ontheradioisreallygettingtome.It'slikeit's

sayingwhat'sonmymindatthemoment.

Razor:"whendidyougetout?"

Helooksatmetenbackontotheroad.Iamquiet.

Me:"yesterday"

Henodsandfrownslikeheisthinking.Canwego

backtotheprisonmoments?

Me:"whyamIhere?"

Ineedtogettohisintentionaboutthis.

Razor:"Iwanttoseeyou,youforbidmefrom

comingtoseeyouwhileyouwereinside."

Me:"wehadastrictrelationshipbackthenandit

wasnotmenttobecarriedonwhenyouwereout.

Thatwouldhavemadeuscaughtfeelings"

Razor:"wouldn'tyouwanttocatchfeelingsforme"

Me:"Please"



AsinlikepleasestopbecauseIwilljustblurtout

howIamfeelingaboutyou.

Razor:"ok"

Thereissilenceandhekeepsondriving.Hedrives

intoahoodaftersometimeandIsatupalarmed.

Razor:"relaxprincess"

Ihithisarmplayfullyandhechuckles.

Razor:"Ineedtodosomethingaboutthathair"

Me:"please"

Hesmiled.Wegottoadescentlookinghouse,so

peoplelivelikethis.Notallhousesarethesame

somearedescentandsomearebookaswell.I

guessifyouhaveagoodhouseinthetownship

areasyouhavemoney.Heparkedhiscarandgot

outandcametoopenedthedoorformeandIgot

outandthankedhim.Iheldmygownclosertome.

WishIdidn'tchangeifIknewIwouldbehere.

Razor:"let'sgototheshops."

Me:"won'twegetrobbedatnight?"



Razor:"No.Letmegochangefirst"

Ilookedathimandhewasstillformalshirtandall.

Inoddedandhepulledmyhandandwewentinside.

Itwascoldjustlikehomesincemomleftandsome

femininetouchbutbadcolourcombo.Isatonthe

couchashewenttowherethebedroomsareandI

justlookedaround,Isawoneframedpictureandit

wasofawomanandaboychild.Istoodupand

wenttoitandItookitandlooksatit.Iknewthe

littleboywasRazorbecauseit'slikeIamseeinga

miniAneleifIcouldoutitthatway.

"Whatareyoudoing?"

Iturnedandoutthephotoaway.

Me:"Iwasjustlooking."

Razor:"comelet'sgo"

Iwenttohimandwewalkedout.

Me:"Iaminmypyjamas"

Razor:"it'sgoodtoseeyououtoftheorange

uniformforachange"

Me:"hahayouarefullofjokestoday"



HechuckledandtookmyhandandIlookedatit.

Westartedwalking.

Razor:"thisismyhome"

Hesaidpointingaround.

"EkseTa'Razor!"

Hewhistledbackattheguyswhoweresittingona

bigrockwhilesmokingsomething.Hiseyesare

sexywhilesmall.

Me:"Wherewewere?"

Razor:"mymother'shouse.Ibuiltitforherbefore

shecouldevenliveinit"

Iwassilent.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Razor:"youseethatplacewheretherearetwomen

outside?"

Isawahouseandthereweretwooldmenandthe

doorisopen.Youcanevenseewhatisplayingon

tvinsidethehouse.Theygreetedandwealsodid.

Me:"yeah"



Razor:"IusedtogoeverydaytowatchsomeTV

there.Itusedtobethe3rdhousethathadatvinthe

neighborhood"

AndIusedtowatchTVwheneverIwanted.HeckI

havetvinmyroomsinceIwas14.

Razor:"Youseethattavern?"

Me:"yes"

Razor:"Iusedtogoandstealwalletsfromanyone

whoIcanpickpocketsothatmymomwouldn't

worryaboutthenextmeal.Iwas11backthen"

Me:"weren'tyoucaught?"

Razor:"No"

Inodded.

Razor:"andthatbighouse"

Itwasadoublestoryhousewithawoodengarage

andbeautifullightsontheoutside.

Razor:"Themanandwomanfromtherewere

formedteacherandnurse.Theybuiltthatbeautiful

houseafterretirement"



Me:"what'stheirstory?"

Razor:"Iwouldneverforgethowgenerousthey

were.Theyboughtthefirstcomfortablebedforus,

itwaslikethebestthingever"

Ialwayshaditsimple.ThefirstuncomfortablebedI

havesleptonwasinprisoneitherthanthatIhave

never.

Me:"youhadithard"

Iwastryingtostopmyselffromfeelingpityorsorry

forhim.

Razor:"itwasbutyouknowwhattheysay"

Me:"what?"

Razor:"incommunitieslikethese.Ittakesavillage

toraiseachildandIwouldsaythisveryhood

raisedme"

Ikeptquiet

Me:"itsuredid"

Wegottoashopandtherewerestillguyssitting

thereandsmokingatnight.Heboughtalollipop



andgaveittomeandIlaughed.

Me:"wow"

Razor:"OthiAmaskopaslaphongifunaukufaka

lomlonguekasi(bringsomeKipkipsaswell,I

wanttoputthiscoconutinthehood.)"

Me:"unganijwayeliangiyenaumuntu(don'tbe

forward.Iamnotacoconut)"

Razor:"IamamazedyoucanspeakZulusonicely"

Me:"HowdidIbecomeUnathiifIcan't?"

Hechuckledandsoasthesellerandhegotwhathe

needed.Hegavemeonepackofcolourfulpopcorn.

Me:"Thishasfoodcolouring"

Razor:"justeatUnathi"

Iopenedtheplasticandstartedeating.Wekepton

walkingaround.Thisisnice.

Me:"thesearenice,buttheykeepgettingstuckin

myteeth"

Razor:"Ihavetoothpickatthehouse"



Me:"ok,sowhatdidyouwanttotalktomeabout?

"

Razor:"Iforgot"

HelookedatmeandInodded.

Razor:"you?"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Idon'tknowwheretostart"

Razor:"justsayyouwantme"

Ilaughed

Me:"don'tgettooaheadofyourselfplease"

RazorNvokseriouslywhatdidyouwanttosay"

Istoppedwalkingandsodidhe.

Me:"youareafather"

ForgivemebutIdidn'twanttogoaroundthebush

andAlofthatandIdidn'tknowhowtoputit.

Razor:"wow"

Me:"Ijustdidn'tknowhowtoputit"



Razor:"soyouaremeaning?"

Me:"wehaveasontogether.Thelasttimeyouhitit

,youleftasperminmedude"

Iplayfullypunchedhischest.Hesmiled.

Razor:"DamnIamstrong"

HepickedmeupandIwassurprised.

Razor:"Iammadatyou"

Me:"youdon'tseemlikeit"

Razor:"Unathiyoushouldhavetoldmetheminuet

youknewyouwerecarryinglittleNgomaneinyou"

Me:"Iwasscaredandyouareinarelationship.I

knowhowfuckedupitisforsomewomantocome

andhaveachildforyourmanandthatdamnhurts

so..."

Razor:"butthefactremains"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Razor:"Imissed?"

Me:"webothmissed4years"



Razor:"Ihavetogetyoupregnantasadoover"

Me:"no,pleaseputmedown.Idon'twantyour

girlfriendstabbingmealreadyIcansensesheis

fromthehood"

Hechuckledandoutmedown.

Razor:"soonIwillhaveawifeyandsheiscrazy

andwild"

Myheartwasform.Hewillbeoffthemarketsoon.

Wherearethosepeoplewhogiveyoulovepotions.

Iamjustkiddingbutthethoughtofhimmarrying

anotherwoman.IjusthavetoacceptIwasmentto

beababymama.

Me:"(fakesmile)Iamhappyyouwillgetmarried

nowthatIamout.Iwouldn'tmissit."

Razor:"andnoobjection"

Me:"(laughing)ohIamdoingthatforcontrol"

Hechuckledandsmiled.

Razor:"therewouldn'tbeaneedforthat"

Hekissedmyforeheadandwekeptonwalking



aroundthehood.

.

.

Tobecontinued

~Unexpectedly~

Insert5

Iwasalmostdonewiththese"Skopas"thatRazor

saidtheywereandtheyarereallynice.Mylollipop

wasinmygownpocket.Weweredisturbedbyhis

phoneringingandIjustknewitmustbehisgirl.He

lookedatmethenputitaway.

Me:"youcananswerit"

Razor:"it'snotimportant"

Me:"againIdon'twanttobestrangled,shotor

stabbedbyyourgirlfriend"

Razor:"butyouseemtohandletheknifepretty



good."

Istoppedwalking.

Me:"it'snotfunny.Iregretdoingthat"

Razor:"Soyoumeanyouregretgettingarrested,

youregretloosingyourhusbandbecauseofthat,

youregretmeetingmeandmostlyregrethavingour

son"

Me:"youareputtingwordsinmymouth.Iregret

stabbingAndiswathat'sall."

Razor:"doyouregretmeetingme?"

Me:"LindanisayregretonemoretimeandIwill

strangleyou"

Razor:"howdoyouknowthatname?"

Hefrowned.

Me:"onyourFacebookpage.Ineedtogethome.

It'sgettinglate"

Razor:"canIseeyoutomorrow?"

Mw:"Idon'tknow.IfyouwanttoseeAneleIcould

talktohimbutmeandyoujustkeepastrictco-



parentingrelationshipfromnowonwards"

Razor:"whydoyoulikerules?"

Me:"ithelpswithorder"

Razor:"istherearulethatIcanhelpmybaby

mamaout?"

Me:"likewhathelp?"

HelookeddownandIalsodid.

Me:"Nogetyourheadoutofthere!Wearepast

that"

Razor:"really?"

Me:"really"

Hehookedhisarmaroundme.

Razor:"rememberwhatIsaid"

Me:"What?"

Razor:"thatIwillvisityouatworkandfuckyouin

yourofficetillyourclientsknowmyname"

Me:"Iwilllockyouout."

Hechuckled.



Razor:"SaturdayIwilltakeyoutoThembisaat

somechisanyama"

Me:"haibo"

Razor:"fetchyouat11am"

Me:"weshallsee"

Wecarriedonwalkingtohishouse.

.

.

*WENDY*

ItriedtocallRazorandheisnotpickingup,hehas

beengoneforhoursandIhopeheisnotblowingus

overwhereverheis.IcalledmyfriendThabisaand

shewillbearoundtheareainabit.Ihidthemoney

aroundbeforeIwalkedoutlockingandtriedRazor

again.Ihavebeenworkingwithhimsince

highschoolandgrowntolovehim.Hehasnever

saidhedoeslovemebuthewouldn'tjustbewith

meifhedidn'tandInallthoseyearsofusbeingon

andoffwithoutnamingourrelationshipfinallyhe



madeitknownheisinone5yearsagoandIwasso

happy.Nextupisthecowsthenringandwecould

getthisgangsterliferollingforever.Thabisatexted

meandtoldmewheresheisandIwalkedtothat

sideandgotinherTazzandwefistbumped.

Thabisa:"howareyou?"

Me:"Iamgood"

Thabisa:"whereisrazor?"

Me:"wentonsomeerrands"

Shenodded.

Thabisa:"whereareweheading?"

Me:"Hishome"

ShejustnoddedandIturnedupthemusicinthe

car.

.

.

*RAZOR*



IhavejustdroppedUnathioff.Itwasreallygoodto

seeher,reallywasgood.Idon'tknowifIlikeher

somuchorisitlovebutIthinkit'slike.The

differencebetweenWendyandUnathiisthat

Wendyisyourheistrideordiebulletdodgingkind

ofgirlfriend.Kasiyouknow,noteIsaidgirlfriend

andUnathiisusedtotheQueenlife,Ijustwantto

seehowsheisfromthewayshewastonowifshe

haschangedbutsheisyourhaveafamilywithkind

ofpersonhenceIhaveasonwithher.Letype

yokumithisa(thathetoimpregnate).Ichuckled.

WendyknowsmethehoodinmebutUnathijust

enteredmyworldworldofLindaniwhichnoone

haseverenteredwithme .Ikeptonthinkingand

myphoneranganditwasWendy.Itookit.

Wendy:"AndthenwhyUngangibheleliafterama

missedcallamangaka(andthenwhydon'tyoucall

meaftersomanymissedcalls?)"

Me:"eishhadentoyakhebengibusy(Sorry,Iwas

busy)"

Wendy:"sincewhen?"



Me:"wheredoyouthinkthemoneywegetcomes

from?"

Wendy:"Askies,ungakwatike(sorry,don'tbe

mad)"

Me:"ngizokushayelalater(Iwillcallyoulater)"

Idroppedthecall.Iputmyphonedownandcarried

ondriving,sheshouldn'tgetonmynervescauseI

willcutherquickly.MaybeIshould?

.

.

*UNATHI*

IgothomeandIhadagoodtimeaswellandso

eversimple.Shoppingandexpensivecarsand

restaurantsarenottheonlythingthatyoucanbe

happyandhavefunin.Myheadhurtsabit,yes

Razordidmyhairbeforeweleft.Ilookgoodshame.

Iwenttodrinkwaterbeforesneakingupthestairs

andIgotinmyroomandlockedthedoorbefore

layingonthebed.Iopenedmyphoneandlookedat



myphoneandIwenttoWhatsappandscrolled

throughdad'sstatusandit'sallaboutbusiness.I

sawrazorpostedjustnow.IclickedandIsawthat

Wendygirlinmakeup.

Me:"thatfoundationisnottherightcolour"

Talkaboutjealousy.Hiscaptionwasagun,weird

shouldbeaheart.Ikeptonlookingandsomeare

hispictureswhicharetwoandhereallydoeslook

likeAnele.Iwenttomygalleryandsentapictureof

meandAnelethatwetookearlieronatthemallto

him.

Me:"cropmeoutbuthelooksjustlikeyou"

Itextedhim.Hewasoffline.Iclosedmyphoneand

justrolledinthebedtillIfellasleep.

.

.

Iwaswokenupbythesunpenetratinginmyeyes.,

Igotoffthebedandwenttobath.Itlookedhot

outsideandIworeashortandtop.Imademybed.

FunnyIlearnthowtomakeabedinprison.AfterI



wasdoneItookmyphoneandIwenttothekids

roomandtheyweren'tthere.IwentdownandIsaw

mahagain.Igreetedandtheywereincostumes.

Me:"morning"

Letho:"mommyaladydoesn'tsleeptill11am"

Me:"Yhooksorrynana"

Mahlaughed.

Mah:"breakfastisready"

Me:"aretheygonnaswimalone?"

Mah:"Iwilllookafterthem"

Me:"ohok."

Anele:"comelet'sgo.Iamdone"

Theygotoffthehighchairandouttheirdishesin

thesink.Theywalkedout.Iwenttogetmyfoodand

IatebeforeIwashedthedishesandwenttojoin

themontheoutside.Atleasttheyhadfloatson.

Letho:"Bukamama(lookmommy)"

Shesaidpaddlingherlittlefeet.Thejoythatwasin



metoseethat.

Me:"Don'tdrown"

Letho:"Iwon't"

Shecarriesonpaddling.Itakeavideoofthemand

somephotostogetherinthepoolandindividualas

well.IsentAnele'storazor.MaybeIambeing

forwarddon'tyouthink?HeviewsthemandIgeta

bluetick.Ouch!OkIdeservethatmaybeIshouldn't

sendthesekindofthings.WhatwillWendysay?

Anele:"Gogolook"

HewasreferringtoMah.heswamjustlikeLetho

Mah:"hafana(wowboy)"

Weclappedourhands.IwenttomyWhatsApp.

Damnit'sdryshame.Iscrolledthroughdad'sstatus

andsameoldbusinessandseemslikehegot

himselfanewcontract,Icongratulatedhimandit

wenttorazor.AhthisWendyfacekodwaandit'sa

smallvideo.Ohshemusthavetookit.Sheistalking

torazorwhileheisunseenandtalkingaswell,my

clitthrobsatthesoundofhismorningvoice.Ikeep



ongoingandapictureofmewasthere.From

yesterdayafterhedidmyhairandIwasfrowning.

"It'sbeensolongsinceIsawthisuglyface"that's

hiscaption.Icommentedthatheisuglyaswell.

Thenanotheraswell.It'sifusatthemalltheoneI

sent"awholeworldinonecenter"andtheonesI

justsentnowaswellofAnele.

Anele:"mommy"

Me:"yesbaby"

Anele:"angenileamanziendlebe(waterentered

myear)"

Me:"sorrybabytiltyourheadtothesideitwill

comeout"

HenoddedanddidasItoldhim.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:29] :~Unexpectedly~



Insert6

AweekpassedandLethowillonlycomeonthe

weekends.ThatmyowndecisionsbutIdon'tknow

boutNtethelelo.IwastakingherbackandItooka

cab.Idon'tknowifIcanstilldriveornot,,wegotto

theirplaceandit'sbeautiful.PretoriaEast.We

rangthedoorbellandthedooropened,Andiswa

washoldingaredpenandIswallowed.

Letho:"Mommy"

Shehuggedherlegs.

Andiswa:"heybabyhowwastimewithyourMom?

"

Letho:"itwasfunmommy"

Andiswa:"Iamhappy.Hi"

Me:"hi"

Andiswa:"comein"

Shewalkedinandwefollowed.Iwasscared,the

lastencounterwehadIstabbedherwhenIshould



haveactuallystabbedNtethelelobutIampastthat.

Andiswa:"don'tmindthepapers.Iamdoingsome

marking"

Letho:"Iamgoingtoputmybagmommy"

Andiswa:"ok"

Shewalkedupthestairs.

Me:"AndiswaIamsorry."

Shelookedatme.

Me:"can...canwesitdown?"

Shenoddedandwesatoppositeeachother.Iwas

scared.

Me:"Iamsorryforwhathappenedbackthen"

Andiswa:"whathappened?"

Me:"(breathedout)Forstabbingyou,itwasn't

yourfault....."

Andiswa:"Youdamnrightitwasn't"

Me:"IknowandIamsorryforthat,Ishouldhave

neverdoneit."



Andiswa:"Butit'sdone."

Sheliftedhertopupandstoodup.

Andiswa:"NtethelelowanteditremovedbutIdidn't.

Youseethisscar?Iwantedyoutoseeitoneday

andthinktwicebeforeputtinganotherwomanwhat

youputmethrough"

Me:"I...."

Shepulledhertopdown.

Andiswa:"youwrongedmeandnotyourkidsthat's

whyIlovethemeffortlesslyaswell.Youdon'tknow

howmanynightsIhavecriedmyselftosleepjust

becauseNtethelelowantsusto'tryagain'Iwas

goodasbarren"

ShewipedhertearsandIfeltreallybad.Regret

washedoverme.

Andiswa:"But,throughprayingandcryingGod

sawmethrough"

Me:"Really?"

Iwasconfusedabit.Shesmiled.



Andiswa:"yes,Iampregnantbutdon'ttellanyone

asyet.Iwantittobeasurprise"

Me:"ohthat'swonderful"

Andiswa:"itis.UnathiIforgiveyou.Iforgaveyoua

longtimeago.Ievenmadepeacethatyouwill

neverapologisebutIwaswrong,youjustdid.I

canseeyouaretryingtochangeIjusthopeyou

keepupthatnewsskin"

Me:"Iwill"

Lethocamedown.Istoodup.

Andiswa:"saygoodbyeLetho"

Letho:"byemommy"

ShehuggedmeandIkissedher.

Me:"byebabygirl"

Istoodup.

Me:"canIgetherontheweekends.?"

Andiswa:"IwillspeaktoNtethelelobutIamsure

wecanworkwiththat"



Me:"thankyousomuch,youareverykind"

Andiswa:"mypleasure"

Shesmiledandwalkedmeout.

.

.

Igottotherestaurant,IwasmeetingwithZama

andLondieasIsaidIwillafterIhavedroppedLetho.

IwalkedinandZamawavedwehandintheairandI

wenttowardsthemandsatdown.

Zama:"Youareslayingthishair."

Shetouchedmyhair.

Zama:"andveryneat,whodidit?"

Me:"Someoldprisonfriendwhogotoutfirst"

Londie:"usuhlalaneboshwamanje?(Youhangout

withexprisonersnow?)"

Me:"Iamoneaswellthatmeanswebothhangout

aroundthem"

Zama:"wellIlikeit"



Iclickedmytongue.Thewaitercameandwe

orderedandhewalkedoff.

Zama:"Socatchuptimemyladies"

Londierolledhereyes.

Zama:"BabydaddyforAnelewewanttoknow,is

henot?"

Londie:"forsureit'ssomestreetguyfromprison

whowassentencedforrobbingaPakistanshop,I

meanyoucoulddoanythingfordickinprison"

Istoodupandstrangledher,Zamatriedto

seperateusandshesucceeded.

Londie:"Iamgonnacallthepoliceonyouandyou

willgobackinjailforassault."

Me:"Callthemidareyou!'

Iwasangry,mybloodwasboiling.

Zama:"calmdown."

Me:"Idon'teverwanttoseeyouagain"

Londie:"samehereyeahgotoyourlowlifefriends.

"



Me:"atleasttheyarenotfake"

Itookmybagandwalkedout.Itookoutmyphone

andmadeacall.Isatbytheroaddown.

Razor:"hello"

Me:"canyoufetchme?"

Razor:"uhm,eishwhereareyou?"

Me:"Iwillsendtheaddress"

Razor:"Ok"

IhungupandIsentit.Isatthereandplayedsome

games.That'showdrymyphoneis.Aftersome

longminutesacarpulledupinfrontofmeandhe

cameoutofthecarwearingallblackleather,

leatherpants,jacketbutablackt-shirtMarsit

suitedhim.

Razor:"youok?"

Ithrewmyselfinhisarmsandhejustheldme.

Me:"Ialmostkilledsomeone"

Razor:"wedon'twantyougoingbacknowdowe?"



Ishookmyhead.

Razor:"nowcomelet'sgo"

Hekissedmyforeheadandwegotinthecarbefore

hedroveoff.

Me:"what'supwiththeleather?"

Razor:"Iwasinthemiddleofsomething"

Me:"Iamsorry.Itwasverystupidofmetocallyou

"

Razor:"it'sneverstupidtocallmeDon'tsaythat"

Me:"it'sinappropriate"

Razor:"it'snot"

Ilookedoutsideandwewerenotgoinginthe

directionofhome.

Me:"'whereareyoutakingme?"

Razor:"Thembisa,youdodgedmelastweek."

Me:"Butyousaidyouwereinthemiddleof

something"

Razor:"itcanwait.Ineedtousethisopportunity"



Me:"arghyouareannoying"

Hechuckled.Irestedontheseat.

.

.

*WENDY*

Razorwasinaquickrushoffafterwejustpulled

offanamazingheistinahouseinPretoriaEast.

Thoserichpeoplekeepmoneyevenintheirsafes.

Axe:"chunekani?(What'sgoingon?)"

Me:"angicaviyazi,Iwonderubaniobhelelayo

Kangaka(Idon'tknow,Iwonderwhocallshimthis

much)"

Axelaughed.

Axe:"ayiMinaIamjustgladheleftaftertheheist

wasdoneotherwisewewouldhavebeendonefor"

Me:"pleasedomeafavour"

Axe:"what?"



Me:"investigateforme"

Axe:"(laughing)don'tmakemelaugh.Let'sgoan

havemeatwena"

Me:"mxm"

Shepackedupthemoneyandwesoonleftheading

toThembisa.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Anotherone.WellIhaveneverbeentoa

chisanyamabeforesothisisanexperience.Seems

likeeverywhereRazorgoheisknown.Hewas

greetedwhereweareatthemoment.Heheldmy

handandIheldhisandhelookedatmyfingers

thenfornails.

Razor:"Nicenails"

Me:"thankyou"

Ishapedthemnicelyandpaintedmynailsandtoes



nails.

Iwaswearingayellowbobtubejumpsuitthatwas

shortwithblacksandalsaswell,hewenttoorder

themeatandaskediftheycouldbraaiitbeforeWe

gotaplacetositdownandwedid.hewassitting

acrossme.Themusicisniceaswellandsoothing

too.

"UyabaziabantuabahambangamaGTI?

BafananabantwanaabangenaeCrechnje....."

IlaughedwhilelookingatRazor.

Razor:"Don'tlookatmelikethat"

Icouldfeelthemusicandvibeandall

"BafikaFika,umdob'uphelile

Bafikafikaumdob'uphelile

Bafikafikaumdob'uphdlile

Bafikafikaumdob'uphelile

Asithionefigurelady....."

Me:"thisisaniceenvironment"



Razor:"Iamgladyoulikeit."

Me:"it's.Differentreally.Youeatandlistento

musicaswell.Nicemusic"

Hechuckled.

Razor;",isthatUnathi?"

Me:"yessir"

Ibobbledmyheadalittle.

Razor:"Unathi"

Me:"mmh?"

Hestoodupandheldmycheekbeforerestinga

perkonmylips.Shiverswentallovermybody.He

lookedatmeandIlookedathimbeforehewentin

againandkissedme,Irespondedtothekiss.Ouuh

Goditfeltgoodtokisshim,somuch.

"Woahwoahwoah!!"

WebrokeitandacarstoppedandIsawAxeand

Wendy.Istoodup.

Me:"Ihavetoleave"



Wendycameflyingoutofthecar.Sheroughly

pushedme.

Wendy:"uzomanqazabani?(Whoareyoukissing

?)"

Razor:"Wendy"

Me:"Ihavetoleave"

Wendy:"Iamtalkingtoyou!"

SheheldmyarmandIyNkedit.

Me:"don'tdaretouchme"

Wendy:"orwhat?"

Razor:"WendycalmdownandIamstillhaving

lunchwithUnathiIwillseeyoulater"

Wendy:"razor!"

Razor:"Ihavesaidmyfinalword.Eitheryoujoinus

inpeaceofleave"

SomehowIfeltsuperior.

Me:"Nomaungafakipentyenelaceyimistarring

(evenifyouputonalacepantyIamthemistress)"



Isangalongtothesong.

Wendy:"whatareyoutryingtodo?Youwon'twin

inthisgame"

Razor:"Nanacomesitnexttome"

IshookmyheadandsatnexttoWendy.Shewas

pissedoff.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert7

Razorstoodupandwenttogetthemeatleavingus

bothsittingtogether.Iamnotthatmuchscared.I

havesurvivedprisonwhosaidIcan'tsurvivethis

womannexttome?

Wendy:"mmmh"



Me:"somethingwrong?"

Wendy:"youdon'tknowme"

Me:"soaI.Let'snotunderestimateeachotherhall

we?"

Wendy:"razorismyman"

Me:"OhIknowthat"

Wendy:"sowhatareyoudoingherekissinghim?"

Sheheldmyarmtight.

Me:"hekissedme"

Iyankedmyarmagain.

Me:"getyourfactsstraightnexttime"

Wendy:"Nx"

Razorcamebackwiththemeatandawaiter

followedhimwithabucketfulloffdrinks.

Razor:"Arewegettingalong?"

Ifakedasmile.Wendyrolledhereyes

Wendy:"what'sgoingonhere?"



Razor:"wearehavinglunch"

Me:"Ishouldleave.Aneleisprobablywondering

whereIam"

Istoodup.

Razor:"Unathihlalaphansi(Unathisitdown)"

Me:"but..."

Razor:"UfikenamilahandUzohambanami.(You

camewithmehereandyouwillleavewithme)"

Wendy:"YouarereallysayingthesethingsInfront

ofme?"

Razor:"youarehereisn'tit?"

Shegavemeadeathstare.

Me:"Razor..."

Razor:"sitdown"

Isatbackdown.

Razor:"kuphelelephiukuthiuweistarring?(Where

diditendwhenyousaidyouarethemistress?)"

Me:"yaphaphayazi(youareforwardyouknow?)"



Hechuckled.Hebrokethemeatandateit.

Razor:"Iamjustasking."

Me:"Iwassinging"

Wendy:"Istarringsakho?HeehayiKadengangi

bona(it'syourmistress?HeehIhaveseenthings

)"

Sheclappedheronehand.

Razor:"Ufunangithiustarrwakho?(Youwantme

totellyouthatyoushareme?)"

Me:"woahstopIamnotsharinganyonehere"

Wendy:"Ihadhimfirstsodon'tcomeandtellme

thatwena"

Me:"youseerazoryouarecausingconflict."

Razor:"behaveWendybecauseyouwon'tlikethe

outcome"

"Ineedtobealonenow

Rightnow,rightherewithyou

Withyou



IneedtospeaktoCharlotte

IneedtocallCharlotte

Ineedtotellcharlotte

Youdon'tneedCharlotte...."

Webothkeptquiet.

Razor:"Unathieat"

Hecutthemeatformeandgavemeonepinkbottle

ofalcohol.

Me:"Ihaveneverhadadrinklikethisbefore"

Wendylaughed.

Wendy:"PrincessDiana"

Shecutthemeat.

Razor:"firsttimeforeverything"

BerniniBlush.Lovethepinkwon'tlie.Igavehim

thebottleandheopeneditwithhisfingersand

gavethebottletome.Itookasipanditwasnice.

Me:"Ilikeit"

Hesmiled.



Razor:"thereismorewherethatcamefrom"

Wendy:"youarebothsickening"

Shetookthemeatsandstoodup.

Wendy:"Iwillseeyou.Don'tthinkIwon'tcatchyou

"

Razor:"Don'ttestmeWendy"

ShelookedathimbeforewalkingtowhereAxe

disappeared.

Me:"wewerenotsupposedtomakeherfeel

uncomfortable"

Razor:"Youstarteditbyyour'singing'."

Irolledmyeyes.Hecameandsatbymysidehe

tookthemeatandbrokeitandfedme.

Me:"Iamnotachild"

Razor:"Myboo"

HesangthatandIchuckled.

Me:"Ievenforgotyoucansing"

Razor:"Youhaveenteredmyworldfartoomuch"



Me:"Iamstilllovingthejourney"

Idrankmydrinkandheheperkedmylips.

Me:"Razor"

Razor:"youarebeautiful"

WhatamIgonnadowithhim.AsmuchasIwant

him butWendyisinthepictureandshewillcome

withgunsblazingtowardsme.

.

.

*WENDY*

IgottoAxeandshewasbythecarwashsection

havingadrinkandchattingwiththeguysaswell.I

gottoherandpushedmywayandsatinfrontofher

inthecaronthedriver'sseat.

Axe:"Smoko?(Problem?)"

Me:"Razorhasneverdisrespectedmelikethat

before.MeWendyandthatgirljustcomesandhe

isgoingcrazy.Nx"



Axe:"whoisthegirl?Isawthemkissing"

Me:"hecallsherUnathisoIassumeit'sUnathi"

Shechockedonherdrinkandwhistled.

Axe:"yho"

Me:"youknowher?"

Axe:"don'tunderestimateher.Sheispsychothat

one.Letmegocheckifit'stheUnathiIthinkitis"

Shewalkedaway.Iturnedupsomemusicand

textedThabisa

Me:"weneedtosortabugout."

IlockedmyphoneandthenwaitedforAxewho

camerushingtome.

Axe:"YhoYhoYhoUyena(it'sher)"

Me:"howdoyouknowher?"

Axe:"wentinprison"

Me:"razoryena(andrazor?)"

Axerubbedherhead.

Axe:"eishSan,Uyamkhumbulangiphuma?(You



rememberwhenIcameout?)YeahIaskedrazorto

keepalookoutonherIthinkthat'show"

Me:"Nx."

Axe:"hadeMaWenz(sorryWendy)"

Me:"Iwon'tlethimslip."

Shejustnodded.

.

.

----

Me:"R950!"

Ichuckledwhilewalkingupanddown.

Me:"R950thousandAllgone.That'samillion

AyandawhydoyoukeepaMillioninthehouse?"

Ayanda:"IamfrustratedasitisSiyamthanda"

Me:"Ijustdon'tunderstand.Thisplaceshouldbe

protected."

Ayanda:"whoeverdidthisisaprofessional"

Me:"950NkosiIamgoingtofaint"



Ayanda:"Siyamthanda"

Me:"therearemanybanksinSouthAfrica"

Ayanda:"Iwillgettothebottomofthis"

Me:"Ijustwonderwhyyoukeepthatchunkof

moneyinthehouse"

Ayanda:"peoplebackotherpeople'saccounts"

Me:"whatifthehousewastoburndownwiththat

million?ThatslikeclosetoR30millionRand"

Ayanda:"Idon'tpayinsurancefornothing"

Me:"doyouhaveinsuranceforthestolenmillion?

"

Ayanda:"Siyamthanda"

Hesaidfrustrated.

Me:"Letmejustgo"

Iwalkedouthisstudy.Thesepeoplemayknowus

because.Howcantheyknowthereisasafeina

studybehindabigpicture.Ifeelfrustrated,Iwalk

intothelounge.Afterworkhisiswhatwfacebut

goodthingweweren'tinsidethehouseandthat



mamBaluwasn'tharmed.

Siyanda:"Mom"

Me:"yesboy"

Siyanda:"wewantchips."

Me:"ask"

Zikhali:"canwepleasehavechips?"

Me:"surecome"

Wewalkedtothekitchen.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Me:"Soinotherwordsyouaresayingyouarea

player?"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"couldbe,butIamlovedbecauseofwhoI



am"

Me:"doyoucharmgirlslikethis?"

Razor:"amIcharmingyou?"

Iblushed.

Me:"no,Iamjustsaying"

Razor:"thereisaspinfestinSowetoTomorrow.

Wanttogo?"

Me:"Gangsterrelated,likeIdon'twanttobeshot",

Hechuckled.

Razor:"don'tworry.Igotyou"

Me:"surethen"

Razor:"let'sgo.It'sgettinglate"

Me:"yeah.Dadmustbeworriednow"

Westoodup.

Razor:"it'sreallygoodspendingtimewithyou"

Me:"samehere"

CanIspinkickWendyoutofthisrelationship?Can



Idothat?

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★WENDY★

AxetookmebacktoRazor'splaceandIwillwaitfor

him.Heneedsalotofexplainingtodoreally.Hegot

inandhelookedatmeandIlookedathim.

Me:"usudlalisaamacheesegalmanje?(Youare

hittingoncheesegirlsnow?)"

Razor:"Pho?(So)"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Iamyourgirlfriend!Youshouldn'tbedoing



melikethat.YaziUyadelela(youaredisrespectful

)"

Razor:"woahwoahuyithathephilehyokuthi

uyintombiyam?(woahwoahwheredidyougetthe

ideathatyouaremygirlfriend?)"

Me:"Youareinarelationship,youevenwroteiton

Facebook"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"didIeverstatewhoIaminarelationship

with?WendyItoldyouthatwhatwehaveisjust

plainsex,youknewfromthestart"

Myheartbroke.

Me:"ButRazorit'sbeenyearssinceIhavebeenby

yourside"

Razor:"Iknow"

Me:"sowhydon'tyouloveme?!"

Ishouted.

Razor:"youdon'tmakemefeelanydifferent.You

don'tmakemefeelcomfortableandhappyoryou



beingstuckinmybrainalldayorwantingtodo

crazythingsjusttobewithyou.Youdon'tmovemy

heartandit'snotbeatingforyou"

Icriedinmyhands.

Me:"itmovesforher?Heh?Afewnightsinprison

withherandyouloveher"

Razor:"Yeah,Ihaveasonwithher"

Iclappedmyhands.

Me:"ukudlisilewena(youareunderalovespell)"

Razor:"sowhateversexrelationshipwehadwe

shouldcutit.IaminarelationshipwithUnathi,she

mightnotknowitbutIam"

Istoodup.

Me:"Iamcomingforyouandher.Iwon'tresttill

whateverthatyouate,youvomitit."

Razor:"youdon'twannacrossmeWendy,you

don'twanttoendupinaditchlikeyouknowwho"

Me:"mxm"

Ipushedhimandheheldmyarmtightly.



Razor:"Shejustusedabortionpillstokillmy

unbornchildthatIneversaw.ImaginewhatIwould

dotoyouforher"

Me:"letgoofmyarm"

Razor:"bewarned"

HeletgoofmeandIwalkedout.Iwon'tletthisgo

shame.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Dad:"Iloveyourbusinessconcept,youseemto

knowwhatyouwant"

Me:"yesandIamsellingtheoldhousethat

Ntethelelogavetome"

Dad:"ratherrentitout,propertybusinessisgreat.

Alifetimeinvestment"

Inodded.Wewereinhisstudyinthemorning.He

wasworkingfromhometoday.Heputthepapers



downandintertwinedhisfingers.

Dad:"Iwillinvestinyourbusiness"

Me:"Thankyousomuch"

Dad:"Iseeyouevenhaveaplace"

Me:"Ididmyresearchonvacantareasherein

Pretoriaandifoundtheperfectone.Iwilljusthave

togoandveiwitsoonbecauseIcontactedthe

agent."

Dad:"Iamimpressed"

Ismiled.

"Mommy!"

ThedooropenedandAneleappeared.

Anele:"Mommy"

Dad:"gooutandknock"

Heclosedthedoorwhilegoingonhistoesandthen

atinyknockcamefromthedoor.

Dad:"comein"

Heopenedandletgoofthehandlebeforepushing



thedooropenandwalkedin.

Anele:"Hello"

Us:"Hi"

Anele:"Mommy"

Me:"yesbaby"

Iwenttohim.

Anele:"whenisZikhaliandLethocoming?"

Me:"Ontheweekendyouwillgotothemok?"

HenoddedandIkissedhischeek.

Anele:"canIhavemilkandcookies?"

Me:"come"

Dad:"Iwillcontactmybankinthemeantime"

Me:"ok,thankyou"

IwalkedoutwithAneleandwewenttothekitchen.

Itookoutthemilkandwarmeditupandsoasthe

cookiesfromajar,Igaveittohim.

Anele:"thankyou"



Me:"Areyouinschool?"

Anele:"creche"

Me:"oh,aren'tyousupposedtobethere"

Anele:"ihoyidiMama(it'stheholidays)"

Me:"oh"

HehithiscookieandofferedsometomeandIbit

some.

Anele:"(giggling)youhavebigteeth"

Me:"That'snotnice"

Anele:"thisonewillcomeout"

Hepointsatmybigteeth

Me:"it'sfarfromcomingout."

Anele:"CanIgoandwatchatv?"

Me:"come"

Iputhimdownandtookhisfoodandwewentto

thelounge,Ipreparedafleeceforhimandopened

ananimatedmovieforhimandhestartedwatching.

ThedoorbellrangandIwenttothedoor.Iopened



itandrazorwasstandingthere.

Me:"howdidyougetin?"

Razor:"IjustsaidyouareexpectingmeandsinceI

looklikeourson"

"WhoisatthedoorUnathi?"

Thatwasdad.

Me:"youshouldhavecalled"

Razor:"whatdifferencedoesitmakebecauseIam

herealready"

Me:"haibo,daddoesn'tknowwhothefatheris"

Razor:"heshouldknowandIhavebeenstanding

herefor5minutes,bynowavisitorisinsidesitting

onthecouchsippingonsomething"

Me:"youcameunannounced"

Razor:"IdidsayIamcomingtofetchyoufora

spinfestinSoweto"

Thedoorwaspulledfrombehindme.

Dad:"Unathiwhoisthis?"



Razorwassmilingsomuch.

Me:"dadI...I....ohmyGod"

Icoveredmyface

Dad:"what'sgoingonhere?"

Me:"uhmdadthisisRa....ImeanLindani

Ngomane"

Razor:"nicetomeetyousir"

Dad:"doyouhaveanyrelationtoAnele?"

Razor:"Ibelieveitwassaidheismyson."

Dadlookedatme,helookedatrazorfromheadto

toe.

Me:"HecametoseeAnele"

Dad:"howdidyougetin?"

Me:"ilethimin"

Dad:"laterweneedtotalk"

Hewalkedinside.

Me:"comein"



Razor.:"Daddyhatesme"

Me:"Withyoudressedlikethat"

Razor:"likewhat?Ilikeit"

Me:"it'snicebutdadhasadifferenteye"

Razor:"uyangifentsamanje(youareflirtingwith

menow)"

Me:"canyoubeserious?"

Razor:"Iam"

Hespankedmybutt.Iturnedtohimwegottodad

andAnele.

Me:"Anele"

Anele:"heisgonnawinMommy"

Me:"Anele"

Helookedatme.

Anele:"Hi"

Razor:"Hi"

Me:"youcansitdown.Anythingtodrink?"



Razor:"Nothankyou"

Me:"Iwillbebacknow"

Henoddedanddadwasfocusingonthetv.Iranup

thestairstomybedroomtogetready.

.

.

★RAZOR★

IwaswaitingforUnathitocomebackdownsowe

couldleave.Mysonlooksexactlylikeme.Iam

nervousifIwillbeagoodfatherornot.Iameven

scaredtoaskanyquestionsbuthedoesresemble

me.HewouldlookatmeandsmileandIwoulddo

thesame.IwishIcouldholdyouandteachyoualot

ofthingsIwishmyfatherdidbutthismanInfront

ofusisstoppingme.

MrNgema:"Sowhoareyou?"

Me:"lindaniNgomane"

MrNgema:"Whereareyoufrom?"



Me:"Pretoria"

MrNgema:"whatdoyouown?"

Me:"ahouse,carandChisanyama&Carwashin

Thembisa"

Hefrowned.

MrNgema:"soyouarefromatownship?"

Me:"yes"

MrNgema:"wheredidyoumeetmydaughter?"

Me:"prison

Anele:"ha,babophaamaphoyisa?(Thecops

arrestedyou?)"

Inodded.

Hiseyeswidenedinamazement.

Anele:"Iwanttobeapolice"

Me:"that'sgood"

MrNgema:"Thisisunacceptable"

Me:"whatis?"



MeNgena:"youarenotsuitableformydaughter"

Me:"Isn'tshetheonetochoose?"

MrNgema:"Iwillmakeitclear,Idon'tlikeyou"

Me:"itok.Ifyourdaughterdoesit'sfinethen"

HeclickedhistongueandUnathianddownthe

stairsdressedintracksuits.

Unathi:"wecanleave."

MrNgema:"don'tcomebackpregnant"

Unathi:"dad"

Hekeptquiet.

Unathi:"byeAnele"

Anele:"bye"

Hewavedhishandandwentbacktothetv.We

walkedoutifthehouse,IpulledhertomeandI

kissedherlipsandsheresponded,Ibrokeit.

Me:"UnathiI...."

Shewentonhertoesandheldmyfacebefore

kissingmeandIrespondedtothekiss.Shebrokeit.



Unathi:"IknowthisiswrongasitisbutIjustcan't

helpit."

Shekissedmeagainandwebrokeitup.Ibitmy

bottomlip.

Me:"Unathiyoujustdothingstome,evenyears

agoyoudidandstilldo....Ijustdon'tknowhowto

sayit"

Isighed.

Me:"let'sgo"

Unathi:"saywhatyouwanttosay"

Me:"it'snotimportant"

Itookherhandandwewalkedtomycar.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert9

Ithasbeensilentinthecarsincewelefthomeand

hehasn'tsaidanythingandIhaven'tsaidathingas

well.IwonderifhefeelsthewayIfeel,thoughhe

hasstatedbeforewhathewants,thatkissfelt

goodIwon'tlie.RazortakesmeintoanewworldI

neverunderstoodandmakesitseemlikeit'sthe

firsttimesteppingoutintotheworld.Ilookathim

andhedoesthesameandIlookaway.Whycan'tI

justtellhimhowIfeel?IsitbecauseIamscared

thathewillrejectmeortellmemyplace.Ishould

knowmyplaceasababymamabut...Isigh.We

gettoSowetoaftersometimeandheparksandwe

getoutofthecar.Hetakesmyhandandwewalk

towardshisothermates.IseeAxeandWendyand

Wendywhispersinherfriend'searandtheyboth

lookatme.

Axe:"Unathi"

Me:"Hi"

Guy:"orightorightngwanangiyabonauvuke



ngoyellowmathambo(yesmyman.Iseeyouhave

ayellowbone)"

Razor:"ungaphaphi(don'tbeforward)"

Axechuckled.

Axe:"Othingiringenawe(letmetalktoyou)"

Razor:"Axe..."

Axe:"reals.Nothingwillhappen"

Razornodded.CarswerespinningaroundandAxe

tookmyhandandwewalkedabitawayfromthem.

Axe:"AndthenyouandTaRazor?"

Me:"wemetinprison"

Axe:"keacavaMarakuchunekenidaar(Iknowbut

whathappenedinthere?)"

Me:"simplepleasesimple"

Axe:"whatwentdown?"

Me:"alotwellnotalotbutwehaveachildtogether

intheprocessoffhavingfun"

Shewhistled.



Axe:"ahahahYhiukuruzawedwa,icwaneUnathi

(Ahahahyhiyouarethatfast,achildUnathi)"

Me:"hestatedourrulesbutnowIamcatching.I

caughtAxe"

Axe:"EishSanyeahneh"

Shewhistled.

Axe:"Maralookhere,razorhasalwaysaround

maWenzandnoothergirluyacava?(Youknow)"

Me:"Soyouaretryingtoruntheirrelationshipon

myface."

Shetookasipoffherbeer.

Axe:"nomanlisten.WhatIamsayingisRazorhas

shownyouhisworld,wouldheshowhisworldto

someonehedoesn'thaveathingfor?"

Me:"wearefriendsandwehaveasontogether"

Axe:"(laughing)Barbiegal"

Me:"Ihatethatname"

Axe:"openyoureyes."



IfrownedandWendycamewithherfriends

towardsus.

Wendy:"Axe"

Axe:"Wendy"

Shelookedatme.

Wendy:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Me:"whateverybodyelseisdoinghere."

ShechuckledandpushedAxeasideandshespilled

alcoholonhershirt.

Axe:"andNouMaWenz?(AndnowMaWenz?)"

Shegrabbedmyshouldersandherfriendshadbats.

Wendy:"iwouldn'tletRazorgowithoutafight.Not

eventoyou"

Shewhistled,Ikickedherstomachandsheletgo

ofmyshoulders.

Wendy:"aahh"

Iranoff.

"Unathi"



Wendy:"Phezukwakhe!(Afterher!)"

TheladieswereaftermewithbatsandIheardgun

shotsandIjumped.Youtheyareshootingatme,I

knewcomingherewon'tendgood.Ididn'teven

wanttolookback.

Gunshot!"

Iscreamedwhileclosingmyears,Idon'teven

knowwhereIamrunningoffto.

.

.

★RAZOR★

Iwasn'tgoingtospintoday,Ijustcametosupport

myboysandbringUnathihereaswell.Someone

calledoutmynameandIturnedanditwasAxe.

Axe:"Baphezukwakhe.OWendybadrayisau-

UnathiiSowetoyonkengebhamu(Theyareafter

her.Wendy,theyarechasingUnathiaround

Sowetowithguns)"



Me:"theywillkillher,howcouldyouletthemgo?"

Igaveherthebeer.

Kau:"Andyou?"

Axe:"Thabisaandthemarechasinghisgirlwith

guns"

Kau:"Let'sgo"

Wewenttoourcarsandgotinandhedrovea

seperatewayandIdroveanotherwayaswell.I

couldseethemrunningafterherandtheyhad

somebats.AgunshotwasreleasedandItookout

mineandtookmyarmoutofthewindowandshot

theairandtheystopped.Igotoutofmycarand

UnathidroppedonherkneesbreathingandIwent

toWendyandIpulledherbyherhair.

Me:"Didn'tIwarnyou?"

Wendy:"Iwillkillherforyou"

Me:"voetsekWendy"

Ihitbackslappedherandshewenttotheground.

Thabisa:"notwithmyfriend"



Kaucamewiththecarandhegotout.

Kau:"let'sgo.Allofyou"

Thabisa:"Nokau"

Kau:"Thabisainthecarnow"

UnathistoodupandcaketoWendyandslappedher.

Unathi:"youwanttokillmeforadickwena"

Theystartedfistfighting.

Kau:"dosomething"

Unathi:"Iwillshowyouwena,Iwon'tdodgea

bulletandnothityou"

ShewasontopofWendy

Wendy:"YeyiyouPussygetoffme"

Unathi:"Youcanplaywithbulletslet'sseeifyou

canplaywithfists"

ItookUnathioffWendy,manshehitherbad

becauseshehadableedingnoseandherhairwas

roughenedup.

Wendy:"youbrokemynose"



Unathi:"that'sforshootingatme"

WendytriedtochargetowardsUnathibutIstood

betweenthem.

Wendy:"Iwillkillyouwena!"

Unathi:"come,come"

Me:"Unathi,calmdown"

Unathi:"don'ttellmetocalmdownwhenIalmost

died"

KautakesWendyawaywhileshewasscreaming.

Unathiwasbreathingheavily.

Me:"breath"

Unathi:"Nxtakemehome.Idon'twanttoseeyou

againLindani!"

Shewalkedtothecar.

Me:"Unathi"

Shebangedthedoor.Isighedandwenttothecar

andgotin.Shelookedoutsidethewindowandshe

wasmad.



Me:"Unathi"

Unathi:"don'teventalk"

Ikeptquietasstartedthecarbeforedrivingoff.

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Idon'tevenwannastartonwhathappenedthere,

okthebatswereexpectedbuttheguns.Ididn't

expecthertostartshootingatme,itmeansI

shouldhavemyownaswell.CalmdownUnathi

youarealiveyoushouldbegrateful,Iwon'tletno

onetrytoresurfacetheoldme.Ihaveworkedso

hardforthisnewimage.

Hedoesn'tdrivemehomebutgoesinanotherroute.

Igivehimadeathstarebuthedoesn'tnoticeme,I

lookoutthewindowandchuckle.

Me:"angikhumbulingihlalangala(Idon'tremember



livingthisside)"

Razor:"ziningiindlela(therearemanyways)"

Ichuckledandlookedout.Hegottohishomeand

heparkedthecaroutsideandgotout.Istayedin

thecarandhecametomyside.

Razor:"Unathicome"

Me:"anddowhat?"

Razor:"theattitudedoesn'tsuityou"

Me:"wouldyoubelaughingafterthatbeingdoneto

you?"

Razor:"okIgetyoubutlet'scooloffinside"

Igotoutofthecarandheclosedthedoor.

Razor:"youshoulddropitquicker"

Irolledmyeyesandwewalkedinside.Isatonthe

couch.

Razor:"areyouhungry?"

Me:"no"

Hewenttothekitchenandcamebackdrinking



waterandsatontheothercouchandheputthe

glassonthetable.

Razor:"comehere"

Ilookedathim.

Razor:"please"

Istoodupandwenttohimandhepulledmeinto

hislap.

Razor:"Iamsorryforwhathappenedtoday,Iwill

sortitout"

Me:"justtakemehomeandletnotcontacteach

otherunlessit'saboutAnele"

Hekissedmyneck.

Razor:"ifitdoesn'tinvolveyouthenIcan't"

Me:"youwanttokillme?"

Hishandswenttomywaistundermyjacketand

top.

Razor:"No,Idon'twantto."

Helooksatmeandthenhekissesme.



Me:"razor"

HestandsupandIdoandhepicksmeupandgoes

tothekitchenandplacesmeonthecounter.His

homelooksnice,alot.

Razor:"Ialwaysimaginedhittingitonacounter"

Me:"Iamnotyourpussy"

Razor:"no"

Hekissesmyneckandpullsmypantslowertomy

anklesandtakesoffmyshoesandthepants.

Razor:"youaremorethanthat"

Heunzipsmyjacketandremovesmytopaswell

andIamleftinmythong.

Me:"Razor"

HetakesitoffandIamnaked,goodthingIshaved

twodaysago.Hegivesmeakiss..

Razor:"IloveyouUnathi"

Hegoestomyneckandshouldersandshiversgo

downmyspine.



Razor:"Ialwayslovedyou"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.ShouldIscreamandjump

orshouldIbeworried?Hetakesoneofmynipples

inhismouthandsucksandImoan.[Scissored-

Contentfoundinthegroup]

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:30] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert10

Therewassilence,wewereinthoughtsandtaking

inwhathashappenedjustafewminutesago.It

feltgoodandstrangelikethefirsttime,mainly

becausethistimefeelingswereinvolved.He

splashesthewaterintomybreastsanditruns

downmystomach.Weareinthebathtubintending



tocleanseourbodiesyetwehaven'tmadeany

movement.

Razor:"IwanttoformallyknowAnele"

Me:"Ok"

Hesqueezesmybreastsandkissesmyneck.

Razor:"sowhatdoesthisallmeannow?"

Idon'tknow,arewedatingorwejustconfessed

howwefeelandleftitlikethat?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Razor:"AllIknowisthatIloveyou,consider

yourselfluckytohavewonmyheart"

Me:"AwuthankyoueventhoughIwasalmost

killedforit"

Hechuckledandtouchedmystomach.

Razor:"sobabynumbertwoisontheway"

Me:"no"

Isatup.

Me:"Iamonacontraceptive,3yearsone.



SuperintendentputmeonitafterAnele"

Razor:"Ok"

Me:"let'sbathandgetout."

Webathedandthenafterwegotout.

.

.

*WENDY*

Isatbythecaratthespinfest.Heleftwithherand

reallychoseheroverme.Ifeelathousandtimes

hurtforreal,hebetrayedmeinotherwords.

"Whyisagirllikeyoucryinginthisfestiveevent?"

Me:"pissoff"

Hechuckled.

"Iwon'tpissoff"

Iwipedmyeyesandlookedathim.

Him:"andweseethefacethoughit'sstentched"



Me:"don'tyouhavepeopletobother?"

Him:"Idon.Isawhowyouandthoseladieschased

thatgirl,sidechick?"

Me:"morelikemainnow."

Hechuckled.

Him:"hereisadrinkandenjoytheshow"

HegavemeaSavannahandItookitandgulpedit

down.Iamnotevenfeelingtheshow.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Me:"Iamsureyoucan'tevencook"

Unathi:"toobadIdo.Ididhospitalityinhighschool

."

Me:"andthatwas?"

Unathi:"don'taskmehowmanyyearsagoitwas"

Weweremakingsomesandwiches,Idon'tlike



breadbutsincethereismeatwhatchoicedoIhave

atthemoment.

Me:"comehere"

Iholdherwaist,IfeelgoosebumpsEverytimeIsee

herorinherpresence.

Unathi:"LindaniIwon'tfinishifyoukeepon

touchingme."

Shegiggled.

Me:"Ican'tholdmywomannow?"

Unathi:"thatisWendy"

Ifrownedandsheturnedandlaughed.

Unathi:"askieske(sorrythen)"

Sheperkedmylipsgoingonhertoes.Iheldher

waistandkissedhertillwebrokeit.

Unathi:"IloveyouNgomane,IprayIdon'tmess

thisup."

Me:"youwon'tbaby"

Iheldherhand.



Unathi:"Idon'twanttogobacktohowIwas,don't

letmeok?"

Inodded,shelookedworriedandscared.

Me:"relaxIhaveyou"

Shenoddedandperkedmylips.Therewasaknock

onthedoor.

Me:"letmegogetit."

Unathi:"ok"

IletgoofherandIwenttothedoorandIopenedit

andheappeared.

"Ahugwouldevendogood"

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?Whendidyouget

out?"

Hepushedmeoutofthewayandmadehisway

inside.

Me:"Ntambo"

Heturned

Ntambo:"Igotoutanhouragoandyounever



visitedmeinside."

Me:"Youshouldleave"

Ntambo:"halfbro,ngekeungichunekanje

sengikuforgivile(halfbro,youcan'tdomelikethat

afterIforgaveyou)"

Unathi:"Razoreverythingisoknow!"

Shewalksintothelounge

Me:"Canyougoandchange?"

Ntambo:"Aahsmokemysmokenessbabygal

ngizwainhliziyoyamiEcceleraterengathi

iaccelerator,myspankos,putsununumysofa

slahlanesengizwangijulukaumtsintsilauwena

nalobuhkeobukhazimulayo(Aahsmokemy

smokenessbabygalIfeelmyheartaccelerating

likeanaccelerator,myspankos,putsununh,my

rideordie.Ifeelmybuttcracksweatingbecauseof

yourbeauty.)"

Unathifrowned.

Unathi:"Iwillgoandchange"

Shewalkedoff.



Me:"sheisofflimits."

Ntambo:"Umthathaphi?(Wheredidyougether?)"

Me:"whereyoucomefrom,whyareyouhere?"

Ntambo:"prison.Ihavebeeninthereforsolong

andIcouldn'tgetmyselfsuchcream"

Hemadeasuckingsound.

Me:"Fezile!"

Ntambo:"okoksureIunderstandandyouknow

thebrocode."

Inodded.

Ntambo:"yeahsoistherefood?"

Hewenttothekitchen.Iwalkedtothebedroomand

Unathiwassearchingforsomething.Iclosedthe

doorandsheturned.

Unathi:"whoisthatcreepyguy?"

Me:"mycousin."

Unathi:"oh"

Inodded.



Unathi:"wellIneedtoleavesoon."

Me:"Iwishyoucouldstay"

Unathi:"metoo,maybeIshouldmoveoutfrom

home,Ialreadyhaveaplace"

Me:"youshoulddothat"

Ipickedherupandkissedherthenlaidheronthe

bedandhegiggled.

Me:"round?"

Unathi:"Idon'tknow."

Me:"butIamlackingsomeVitaminU"

Unathi:"oouuuhniceline"

Welaughed.

Me:"Iamgood"

Shegiggled.

.

.

*UNATHI*



leavingwasamissiononitsownbuteventuallyI

did,whataday.Reallywhataday,fromalmost

dyingtobeingexcitedandhappyitwastruly

amazing.Igotinsidethehouseanddadwasinthe

loungewithQamoandherhusband.

Me:"hello"

Qamo:"hey,wheredoyoucomefrom?"

Me:"oh,IwenttoaspinfestinSoweto"

Qamo:"wow,youreallyexploringitall"

Dad:"it'sthatboywhofather'sherson"

Ikeptquiet.

Qamo:"waitthefatherwashersandIwasn'ttold?"

Dad:"begladbecauseallIsawwaswalking

poverty"

Me:"daddon'tsaythat,youdon'tknowLindani's

upbringing.It'stoughandtobewhoheistoday

wasofhardwork"

Dad:"acriminal?"



Me:"heismorethananexprisonguy"

Dad:"Idon'tseethedifference."

Qamo:"dadbeingopenmindeddoeshurtyouknow

"

Me:"thankyou"

Dad:"Ididn'tworkforyoutolivehereallforyouto

crawltopoverty"

Me:"Iamgoingtoseemyson"

Dad:"don'tbotherhimheisasleep"

Iwalkedupthestairsintomyroomandclosedthe

door.

.

.

*RAZOR*

IgotbackfromdroppingUnathifromherhouse.I

thinkhermovingoutwouldbereallyagreatidea

becauseherfatherdoesn'tlikemeanditdoesn't



botherme,aslongasmywomandoesthenIamok.

Iparkedmycarandgotoutandmademyway

insidethehouseandtherewassomeoneshouting.

Wendy:"eyiwhereisrazoryouaremakingnoise!"

Ntamboheldherneckfastandputaknifeonit.

Ntambo:"iwillslityourthroatlikeagoat"

Wendy:"letgoofme"

Ntambo:"that'syourwarning"

Heletgoofher.

Me:"Wendywhatareyoudoinghere?"

Wendy:"sosinceyoudumpedmewhataboutus

workingtogether"

Me:"youknowthedoorandit'satnight"

Wendy:"razor"

Ntambo:"Yeyiout!"

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedout.

Ntambo:"umthathephikeloh?(Wheredidyouget

thisone?)"



Me:"here"

Heshookhisheadandwenttothekitchen.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:31] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert11

ThenextmorningIwasupandrunningaroundthe

househelpingmahcleananditwasreallyactive.

Thatwomancantalkfordaysonendifshewants

toandknowsalotofgossiparoundthehouse,she

isagreatwomanoverrall.Anelecameinthe

kitcheninhispyjamaswhileweweremaking

breakfast.

Anele:"MorninggogoandMommy"

Ipickedhimupandputhimonthecounter.



Me:"morningbaby"

Dadwalkedinthekitchenwearingasuit.

Dad:"goodmorning"

WegreetedandMahplacedhislunch.Iguesshe

getslunchaswell.

Dad:"youneedtogetacarUnathibeforeyoustart

working"

Me:"Uhm,I..."

Heplacedhiscard.

Dad:"Don'tspendmymoneyonunecessarythings.

"

Me:"Iwon'tthankyou"

Dad:"MaMthombeni"

Waitthat'shersurname?Ididn'tknow.

Ma:"haveagooddaysir"

Henoddedandthenhetookhisthingsbeforehe

walkedout.

Me:"eatbabywearegoingshopping.Mahshould



Ibringanythingforyou?"

Ma:"noit'sfinemychild"

Anele:"wewillbuyicecream?"

Me:"yes,let'seatthenwecanbaththenleave."

Anele:"yay!"

Imadecerealsforhimandfedhim.Afterhewas

donemahtookhimupthestairstogogetready

whileIstayedandate.Iheardmyphoneringfrom

theloungeandIwentthereandswallowedmyfood

beforeIanswered.

Me:"hello"

Razor:"it'slikeyouareansweringaninsurancecall

"

Me:"Lindani"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"Howareyou?"

Heyawned.

Me:"Iamgood.



Razor:"sorryIjustwokeupbabe"

Thatbabesatsomewheredeepinmystomach

whereIfeltit.It'slikeItsmyfirsttimehearing

someonecallmethat.

Me:"youarelazy"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"Iamnot.Whatareyoudoingtoday?"

Me:"iamgoingcarsearching,you?"

Razor:"Iwasgoingtogotomybusinessandsee

howthingsaregoingandspendthedaywithmy

cousin"

Me:"That'snice"

Razor:"wewillfetchyouinafew.Iwanttospend

timewithmysonandwoman.Timeforhidingis

gone"

Me:"okthiswomanisgoingtogogetreadythen"

Razor:"'Wearnice"

Me:"Iwill"



"awuyekeukuphaphathekaidlathiuyindoda(stop

blushingyouareaman)"

ThatwashiscousinIassume.Ilaughed.

Razor:"Ntambo!"

Me:"IwishIsawthat"

Razor:"youwon'tletmegothen."

Me:"okbye"

Razor:"andamIyourfriend?"

Me:"ahNgomane"

Razor:"Iamwaiting"

Me:"IloveyouMshika"

Razor:"Iaminlovewithyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"letmego"

Razor:"ok."

WehungupandIputmyphoneinthechargerandI

wentupthestairs,IgotinmybedroomandIwent

toopentheshower.Istripped.



Me:"andI,loveyouandIneedyou.Itdon'tmatter

whatIdo,allIthinkaboutisyou"

Ifeelyoung.IgotintheshowerandItookashower.

AfterIwasdoneIgotoutandIwenttocrymybody

andthenlotionedandgotdressed.HesaidIshould

wearniceright?Iworesimplebutveryniceand

brightcolour.Therewasaknockonmydoor.

Me:"comein"

Macameinandsheclosedthedoorandwalked

straightuptomeandheldmyhandsandstarted

prayingandIlookedatherconfusedandworried.I

decidedit'srudetoopenyoureyeswhensomeone

isprayingsoIclosedthem.

Ma:"ohLordputyourchildunderyourwinginthe

nameofJesusChristAmen"

Me:"amen"

Weopenedoureyes.

Me:"areyouokma?"

Ma:"YesIam,Ijusthadavisionofyou"

Me:"whatwasIdoing?"



Ma:"itwasjustGodrevealinghisstuff."

Me:"whatwasit?"

Shelaughed.

Ma:"it'sok.Youhavefoundyourrightonethis

time"

Me:"right...."

Ma:"Unathistopactinglikeyoudon'tknow.Anele

'sfather"

Me:"oh"

Idon'tbelieveinthisbutsomethinginmejustsaid

listentoher.

Me:"youareasangoma?"

Ma:"Prophetmybaby"

Me:"ohIsee"

Ma(holdingmyhandstightly)EverythingGodhas

displayed.Wedon'tquestionbutfollow.Youand

thatboywerebroughttogetherbyGodandonly

Godwillseperateyouandthatisdeath"



Me:"likevows"

Shenodded.

Ma:"Iseegoodthingsbetweenyoutwo."

Shesmiled.

Me:"Thankyou"

Ma:"okyoucango"

Me:"ok"

ItookmybagandIwentdownthestairs.Anele

wassittingandwatchingTVallready.Iwenttote

kitchenandtookthecardandwenttojoinhimon

thecouchjusttopasstimeaswell.Myphonerang

andIanswered.

Me:"hi"

Razor:"weareoutside"

Me:"okwearecoming"

Hehungup.Iputmyphoneinmybag.

Me:"comeAnelelet'sgo"

Anele:"whoarewegoingwith?"



Me:"Comemommywillshowyou"

Henodded.

Me:"byema"

Ihopesheheardme.WewalkedoutandIopened

thegateandRazorwasoutsidethecarwithhis

cousin.

Anele:"Whoisthat?"

Me:"Youwillsee"

Wegottothem.

Ntambo:"(whistle)Youmakemyheartskipabeat

"

Igiggledandrazorcametous.

Razor:"Youlooknice"

Me:"it'sbeautiful"

Razor:"that"

HeturnedtoAneleandcroucheddowninfrontof

him.

Razor:"Heyboy"



Anele:"Hi"

Razor:"doyouknowwhoIam?"

Anele:"youcametotakemommyyesterday"

Razorchuckled.

Razor:"yeah,andyouknowwhyItookmommy

yesterdayandtoday?"

Anele:"no"

Razor:"becauseIloveherandIwannaseeherface

"

Anele:"ohsoyouaremommy'sboyfriend,Letho

hasone"

Me:"what?"

Hegiggled.

Ntambo:"RazorHurryyouarewastingtimeand

havingJamatthismomentisdelaying"

Razor:"yeahIammommy'sboyfriendandyour

daddy"

Anelelookedatme.



Anele:"myseconddaddy?"

Razorlookedatme.

Me:"IamasecondMom,AndiswaandNtethelelo"

HeturnedbacktoAnele.

Razor:"yeah"

Aneleletgoofmyhandandhuggedrazorandhe

huggedherback.

Ntambo:"oRazorsebaphilaamasoupie,iMovie,

Sekwabaukuthimawubonaimbewuyakho

sekuyisilungu(RazorarenowlivingaSoupie,A

movie.Itnowlikewhenyouseeyourseedyouact

white)"

Razor:"canyoustoptalking"

Heliftedhishandsupintheair.

Anele:"wehaveicecreamtoget"

WelaughedandgotinthecarbeforeRazordrove

off.

Ntambo;"sotellme,thisoneisaPrisonbaby?"



Razor:"Yazwena.

Ntambo:"Iamasking"

Thiscousinaskstoomanyquestions.

Razor:"whichcarareyougonnaget?"

Me:"sameasyoursbutdifferentcolour"

Razor:"that'shighjackcalling"

Me:'"theywon't"

Ntambo:"youhavealiverwithonionsontheside"

Me:"thankyou"

Razor:"Idon'tlikethis"

Me:"sorry"

Therewassilenceandmusicwasplaying.Ijust

keptonlookingatAneleandcheckingifheisok

andheseemedok.Iguessmaybeheistryingto

processhavingtwomom'sandanotherdad

poppingup.WereachedVolkswagenandrazor

parkedhiscarandweallgotout.IheldAnele.

Ntambo:"Thatwhiteonewillsuityou"



HewaspointingataWhiteGTI.

Me:"blackwillbebeautiful"

Razor:"Iamgettingworried.

Me:"don'tbe"

Wewalkedinandthesalespersoncametous.

Him:"HiwelcometoVolkswagenIamKagiso,how

mayIbeofassistance?"

Ntambo:"wewanttocheckouttheblackGTI"

Him:"ohok"

Hedirectedusandopenedthedoorforitanditwas

beautiful,Igotinandsatdownwhileheexplained

alotofthingsAboutthecar.

Me:"Iloveit"

Kagiso:"that'swonderful.Wealsohaveincolour

red"

Me:"oouh"

Razor:",Redmeansbloodanddanger"

Me:"wouldyourelax"



Heshowedustheoneinredcolour

Me:"whichonedoyoulikeNele?"

Anele:"red"

Me:"reditismybaby,highfive"

Wehighfived.

Kagiso:"canwecomethiswaytomyofficeandfix

upanydocumentation"

Me:"uhmsure"

Wefollowedhim.

"KagisowhereisTristan?"

WeturnedandNtethelelolookedatus.

Anele:"daddy"

Ntethelelo:"Hichamp"

Anelerantohimandtheyhugged.

Kagiso:"hiswifeissick,shewasadmittedlast

night"

Ntethelelo:"ohok"



Razorheldmyhand.

Ntambo:"Ithinkwewereinaprocessof

discussingthecar"

Kagiso:"right."

Weturned.

Ntethelelo:"Canyoupassbymyofficewhenyou

aredoneUnathi?"

Razor"shewon'tbedoingthat"

Me:"calmdown"

Alreadyhelookedirritated.

Ntethelelo:"WhatIwanttodiscusswithmyexwife

isnonofyourbusiness"

Me:"Ntethelelothat'sunecessary"

Razor:"Idon'tcareifsheisyourmothershewon't

bedoingthat"

Me:"Whatdoyouwannadiscuss?"

Ntethelelo:"thetitleofthehouse,youneedtofetch

it"



Me:"ohok.Thankyou"

Ntambi:"let'sleavebeforeRazormakessomeonea

sacrifice"

Wetunedandrazorwasstillpissedoff.Wewalked

inkagiso'sofficeandsatdown.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

.
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Insert12

WedidthenecessarywithKagisoandRazor

demandedthatbytomorroweverythingshouldbe

sorted.Thedramathismannexttomehasis

beyondatthistime.Wewalkedoutoftheoffice



andhadtoassurehimthatIwillbefinebefore

goingtoknockonNtethelelo'sdoorandIhearda

comeinbeforeIwalkedinsidetheoffice.

Me:"Hi"

Hegesturedachair.Hehasn'tgreetedmeyetbutI

understand.Hethenopenedthedrawinhisoffice

andtookoutpapers.

Ntethelelo:"Thisisthecopyoftheoriginalone.

SinceyouareoutIwillhavetosendtheoriginalto

yourlawyerandthedivorcepaperswhichZamani

willsend."

HeslidtheCopytomeandtookoutthekeysaswell.

Ntethelelo:"it'sstillfurnished,ididn'twantold

memorieswithme"

Me:"thankyou"

HenoddedandIstoodupandstopped.

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Helookeduptome.

Me:"IamsorryforeverythingIputyouthrough,i



reallyamandIonedayhopeyoufinditinyour

hearttoforgivemesowecanco-parentproperlyon

Letho"

HekeptquietandIwalkedoutofhisofficeandI

wenttothecar.Igotinandsighed.

Me:"Ihaveahouse,IguessIammovingout"

Razor:"Hegaveyouahouse?"

Me:"it'swhatIgotafterwedivorced."

Ntambo:"RazorHoldyourgreenmonsterplease."

Razor:"Iamjustasking"

Anele:"canwegonow?"

Me:"surebaby"

Razorstartedthecarandhedroveoffitwassilent.

Wellalmost,NtambowastalkingtoAneleandI

don'tevenwanttoengageinthatconversation.We

gottoThembisaandRazordrovetothat

Chisanyamaagain,apartofmegotabitexcited

whenseeingaplacelikethis.Heparkedhiscarby

thecarwashandweallgotout.IheldAneleclose

tome.



Razor:"washmycar"

Hegavethekeystosomeguywhonoddedandwe

wenttogoandsitdown.

Ntambo:"Iseetheladies,Iwillseeyoulater"

Hewalkedoff.

Me:"isheawomanizer?"

Razor:"Iguess"

Anele:"amIgonnageticecream?"

Razorsmiled.

Razor:"youwillgetalotoficecream"

Me:"notafter14h00"

Theyconversateamoungstthemselves.Thewaiter

cameandtookourdrinkordersandrazorordered

themeatandbunnychowforAnele,wonderwhat

thatis.Weshallsee.

Me:"soyouaremadatme?"

Razorlookedatme.

Razor:"Unathi"



Me:"Ididn'tjumponthetableandhaveitwithhim

orfellinlovewithhim"

Razor:"Let'snotdoithere"

Me:"mmh"

Ilookedawayandjustlistenedtothemusic.Our

foodcameandsoasourdrinks.Thebunnychow

lookedabitbigforAnelebutheseemedtobe

enjoyingmessingwithfood.

Anele:"Mommythisisnice."

Me:"right?"

Henodded.

Razor:"wecanbuymorelaterforyou"

Hesmiled.MyphonerangandItookitoutand

razorwaslookingatme.IignoredhimandI

answered.

Me:"Hello"

"Unathi"

Me:"Masahi,what'sup"



Masa,alsooneofthepeopleIusedtogetalong

withinprisonsincethetimeRazorleft.

Masa:"eishit'salot"

Me:"what'salot?"

Masa:"Nellydied."

Me:"what!?"

Peoplearounduslookedatme.

Me:"No,don'tsaythat!Shecan'tdie"

Tearsstreameddownmycheeks.

Masa:"Ihadtoletyouknow.Igotyournumbers

fromAxe,Icontactedher.LookIhavetogo"

Me:"Wha.....whatkilledher.?"

Masa:"suicide,theyearsweretoomuchonherI

guesssinceyouleftshewasn'tfunctional"

Me:"OhmyGod"

Masa:"Ihavetogo"

Shehungupandiputmyphonedownandlaidmy

headonthetableandcried,Iwasplaningon



visitingNellythisweekendandnowthis,wetreated

eachotherlikesisters.Ithoughttheprogramwas

helpingusbebetter,thatwewerebetterbutIwas

clearlywrong.Shewasn'tbetter,shewasn'tokand

coping.

Anele:"whyismommycrying?"

Razor:"Uhm..."

IheardsomeonecomeandIguesstheytalkedand

afterawhilehetouchedmyback.

Razor:"Unathi"

Isobbed.

Razor:"Babetellmewhat'swrong.Iampanicking,

Idon'tknowwhattodo"

Ikeptoncrying.Hepulledmeoffthetableandheld

me.

Razor:"it'sok.It'salwaysok"

Me:"whyher?"

Hekeptquiet.

.



.

★WENDY★

Iwokeupfrommybedandwalkedoutofmy

bedroomandmademywaytothekitchen.Mama

wasmoppingthekitchen.Istaywithmymother

only,Idohaveothersiblingsbuttheyareworking

andsomemarried,thereareonlyjustthe3ofus

andconsidermetheblacksheepbecauseIdidn't

evenfinishmymatric.

Ma:"13h45!Youwakeup,QueenElizabethhas

woken."

Me:"MamaIhaveaheadache"

Mama:"Idon'tknowanymoreWendy,Ijustwash

myhandswithyou.Eversinceyouinteractedwith

thatboyyoubecameahugemessandmessedup

yourfuture"

Me:"MahIlovehim"

Shelaughed

Mama:"ThisisadifferenttypeofloveWendy,go



andbathandstopmessingmyfloors"

ShecarriesonmoppingandIgototakeabathin

thebathroom.Ijustcan'tunloverazor,it'shard.

.

.

*RAZOR*

WegottomyhouseandIleftAneleinthelounge

watchingTV.UnathihascalmeddownabitandI

amgladbecauseseeingawomancryusabig

mess.Idon'tknowwheretostartcomforting.

ShouldIsaysorryaftershehascriedorkeepon

utteringmotivationalwordsImyselfdon't

understandandthe"kanjani,Nini?(How,when?)

QuestionsIcan'tanswer.Thisisamessreally.

Me:"Nana"

Sheturnedandlookedatme.

Me:"youok?"

Stupidquestionbecausesheisnotok.



Unathi:"pleaseholdme"

IgetinbedandIpullherclosetome.

Unathi:"itwasrightafteryouleft,Ifellpregnant

withAneleandafterIwasoutintoSolitaryfora

year"

IguesssheistellingmeandIshouldlisten.She

sniffed.

Unathi:"rightafterbeinginSolitaryIwaschanged

cells,meandMasa"

Me:"Iknowher"

Shenodded.

Unathi:"that'swhenImetNelly,shehadbeenin

prisonforayearandshewasamessaverybigone

.Ihelpedherandshetoldmeherstory,astoryof

howshewasabusedbyherhusbandandoneday

hewasabouttokillherbuthedidthatinorderto

saveherself.Shewassentencedto30years.With

timeshebecameok.Livelyandbubblyandnowshe

isdead.Shehungherself"

Me:"Iamsorry"



Ipullherclosertome.Idon'tevenknowwhatshe

usedtohangherselfwithbuttherearealotof

thingsyoucanuseinprison.

Me:"Iwouldn'timagineifIhadlostyou"

Shechuckled.

Unathi:"youwouldhavebeenmiserable"

Me:"veryandwithWendynagging"

Shelaughedabit..

Me:"itwillbeokNana"

Shenodded.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:31] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert13



MyphonerangafterIwasinsleep.Itwokemeup

fromthatsleep,IgotoffthebedandIlooked

aroundanditwasnighttime,verydark.Itstopped

andVibratedonceagainandIlookoveritandit

wasdad.OhgodIaminbigtrouble.Ianswerit.

Me:"hello"

Dad:"Youarealive.Wouldn'tknowwhatthatboy

haddonetoyou"

Me:"Dad....."

Dad:"UnathiwhateveryoudoIdon'twantAnele

beingharmed.

Me:"Ra..lindaniwouldn'tharmhisownson"

Dad:"yetsomedo.It'smidnight.Sleep."

Me:"ohw"

hehungup.Iputmyphonedownandlookedatmy

sideandrazorwasnowhere.Igoyoffthebedand

mademywayoutofthebedroom ,hewassitting

onthecouchwiththelightsoninboxerswithbooks

infrontofhim.



Me:"it'smidnight"

Heturnedtome.

Razor:"Iknow.Areyouok?"

Me:"Iamfeelingbetter."

Razor:"that'sgood."

Iwenttositnexttohimandhetookapenand

wroteonabunchofnumbersandthenheclosed

thebook.

Razor:"areyouhungry?"

Me:"Uhmno.What'sthatabout?"

Razor:"thebooksfrommyeatery"

Me:"oh."

Razor:"Ijustneedtomakehalfamillionmore

beforeIcanopenanother"

Me:"Youseepassionateaboutmakingmoney"

Razor:"Ididn'tgrowuparounditsoIalwaysmake

sureIalwayshavemoney"

Me:"mmmh"



Razor:"howisyourhairsalonideagoing?"

Me:"dadisgonnasponsermesoit'sgoing,where

isAnele?"

Razor:"asleep"

Me:"ok."

Hepulledmetohim.

Razor:"Unathi"

Me:"Yes"

Razor:"Isyourloveformestrongenoughto

withstandgoingthroughofwhoIam.Mypastand

everything"

Me:"Iamherebecauseyourpastofhowyougrew

updoesn'tscareme.Itshouldn'tinthefirstplace"

Razor:"it'sjustwecomefromtwodifferentworlds

"

Me:"andthoseworld'sarecollidingandmergingto

one"

Hechuckled.



Razor:"Comelet'sgosleep"

Westoodupandswitchedoffthelightsgoingtohis

room.

.

.

*WENDY*

Thabisa:"Razordoesn'tappreciateyouchomi"

Me:"Iknow,butheusedtobeforethatwoman

came"

Thanksa:"youhavetoremoveher.Youjustneed

simpleplaning."

ShepassedthecigarettetomeandItookapuff

andletoutthesmoke.

Me:"IamWendy"

Thabisa:"youareWendyandnothinggetspastyou

"

Me:"youareright!Nothingchomi"



Itakeanotherpuffandpassthecigarettetoherand

shepuffs.

Thabisa:"Idon'tknowwhatIwoulddoifKaudid

thattome"

Me:"makesurenooneremovesyou"

Thabisa:"theywouldn'tdaretryme"

Sheturnedupthevolumeinhercar.Ineededher

andshealwayspullsthroughforme,Idodged

momthismorningsoshewouldn'tkeeponnagging.

Thabisa:"EhchomitheGalisperformingwifely

dutiesalready"

IturnandlookatRazor'shouseandsheis

sweepinginsidethenshegoesbackin.

Me:"Nx.Let'sgo"

Wegetoutofthecarandshethrowsthecigarette

andwemakeourwayin.

.

.

*UNATHI*



IamnotusedtocleaningbutithelpsthatIdidn't

doitalone.Thoughthishouseisnotasbigas

home,thatalsohelped.

Ntambo:"thisismaleabuse"

Me:"whowillmarryyouifyouarelazy"

Ntambo:"IamNtamboandanywomanwillwant

me."

Razor:"andthat'swhyyouareherewithoutone"

Ntambo:"yetyouaretheonewhowillcook"

Me:".Gotthatright"

Razor:"butIcan't"

Anele:"wewillgetthatburgerfromyesterday!"

Razor:"that'sreasonableboy"

Me:"ahnoit'sjunk.Nowehavetohaveaproper

meal"

Ntambo:"Ayirazorniyaqoma(y'alldaterazor)"'

Razor:"Ntambo"



Me:"that'snotnice"

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:"babygoputthisaway"

Aneletookthebroomandwalkedof.Iwentand

openedthedoorandWendywithherfriendwere

standingthere.Shepushedmeoffandwalkedin.

Me:",Heeh"

Thabisa:"youareadograzor"

Ntambo:"you,didn'tItellyouthatIwillslityour

throat?Iseemyancestorsarebringingina

sacrifice,it'sasign"

Hesteppedclosertoherflickinghisknifeoutof

nowhere.

Me:"Razordosomething"

Thabisa:"wearenotscared"

Razor:"youshouldbe"

Ntambo:"mmmeeehhhmmeeehhhthat'showthe

sacrificestartsbeforeitgetsslaughtered"



Icouldn'tholdmyself.

Wendy:"Justbewarned."

Razor:"Wendyvoetsekoutofmyhouse"

Shelookedatme.

Wendy:"youwillreepwhatyousow"

Me:"Sameasyourself"

Shewalkedoutofthehouse.Ilookedatrazorand

walkedtothebedroom.Hefollowed.

Razor:"Don'tbemadatmeUnathi",

Me:"Iamnot"

Razor:"thenwhydidyouwalkawayandlookatme

likethat?"

Me:"itsnothing"

Razor:"don'tworryaboutWendy.Iwillsortherout

"

Me:"youbetter"

Hecameandpickedmeupthenwenttoclosethe

doorlockingit.



Razor:"howaboutIsortyouout"

Me:"whydidyouclosethedoor?"

Razor:"Iamsortingusout"

Heplacedmeonthebedandgotontopofme.

Me:",haibo"

Hekissedmylipsandresponded.

Razor:"Arewesortingthisout?"

Igiggledthennodded.Hekissedmeneckandwent

downputtinghishandsunderthet-shirtIamwear

ofwhichheownsandsqueezesmybreasts.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Ikeptonhummingwhilemakingasandwich,it's

beenafewdaysandIalsogotmycarasper

demandfromRazor.Ididgoandcheckouttheold

houseandonceIstartmakingmoney,Iwillmake

somechanges.Itdoesholdoldmemoriesandbad

onesofwhichIputNtethelelomostlythrougheven

beforeAndiswacameintotheirlives.Anelewentto

theirhouseasshemissedherothersiblings.I

didn'tmindatallandittookRazorawholelotof

Pussytogethimtoagreeandletthekidbe,Imean

theydidbasicallyraisehimwiththehelpofmy

fatheraswell.Mawalksinandshesmiledwhile

lookingatme.

Ma:"MmmhSomeone'shappy"

Me:"wheneverythingisgoingok,whywouldn'tI

be?"

Ma:"it'sthatboy"

Me:"precisely"

Shelaughedabit.



Ma:"OhmyGod"

Me:"Suk'emabozeni"

Istuffedthesandwichinmymouth.

Ma:"Iwasn'tsingingyoursillysong"

Igiggledandclosedmymouth.

Me:"Youknowma"

Iswallowedandshesatdownonthehighchair.

Me:"Ihaveneverfeltthisway,it'slikeIamnewat

thisyetIhavebeenmarriedbefore"

Ma:"itwillalwaysbenewwithadifferentperson

hasthesameintentions"

Me:"IhaveneverseenlifeinRazor'seyes.It'ssad,

it'salearningexperienceandalsoit'senjoyableas

well."

Ma:"it'spartoflove.Youlearnthedeepestthings

aboutyourpartner"

Me:"Iguess."

Itakeanotherbiteandthenputthesandwichdown.



Me:"shouldItellhimaboutLethabo?Ididtellhim

aboutmymentalillness"

Ma:"whateverfeelsrightwithyouthenyoushould

"

Inodded.

Me:"thanksma"

Ma:"anytime.Letmegoandcarryonwithmy

work."

Inoddedandshewalkedoff.Ireallyamlovingthis

newexperience.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Andiswa:"it'shardreally.Howistheinvestigation

going?"

Me:"it'sgoing,thethugsarebeingsketchedas

MamBaludescribedthembutit'snotclear.Ayanda

wantshismoneybackandheisreallyangryabout



it."

Andiswa:"Ijusthopeit'snotaffectingyouguys"

Me:"itwon't"

ItookasipfrommyjuiceandlookedatDinawho

wasveryquiet.

Me:"Dinekile"

Shelookedatme.

Dina:"ohyouweresaying?"

Andiswa:"whereisyourmindatgirl?"

Shesighed.

Me:"what'swrong?"

Dina:"ienvyyouguys"

Shesighsagain.

Andiswa:"why?Youseehowourlivesare

miserableattimes"

Me:"yeahlookatMyhusbandwholostclosetoa

millionrand'sandnowisstressingus"

Andiswa:"andthereturnofmyhusband'sexwife"



Dina:"Iwouldhandlethat"

Me:"what'stheproblemreally?"

Dina:"IloveZamanibut..."

Andiswa:"thereshouldn'tbeabut"

Dina:"noIreallydobutbeinghisgirlfriendforso

longIthinkit'sawaste.Iwantustobeclearwith

eachothernow,ifIshouldleaveorwhat?You

know"

Me:"ohyeahwesee"

Dina:"arghletmenotbemoppy"

Shewipedatearaswell.

Me:"okwhat'sreallywrongDina?"

Shethensobbedandwewenttoherandwe

huggedher.

Dina:"Ican't,Ican'tmakehimhappy"

Andiswa:"youalwaysmakehimhappy"

Sheshookherheadandkeptoncrying.

.



.

*RAZOR*

wewerebyanopenfieldwithNtambo.Heisthe

onlyfamilymemberwhohashadmybackandso

asIhaveaswell.Thoughwecangetoneach

other'sthroatsbutwealwaysgoteachother.He

finishesSmokingandthrowshiscigaretteaway.I

don'tsmoke,Ionlydrink.IneverlikedsmokingI

guess.

Ntambo:"ngimcimeumpukane?Ngathiuseba

iscefe(shouldIkillthefly?Sheseemstobea

nuisance)"

Me:"Itwillbeobviousfornow"

Henodded.

Ntambo:"Unathi"

Me:"whatabouther?"

Ntambo:"whatmadeyouinterestedinher,sheisa

cheesegirlbythelooks"



Me:"sheis"

Ntambo:"ngiyakhathalaisingisibohNam(Iget

tiredofEnglishaswell)"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Ididn'tmeanto"

Welookedatthekidsplaysoccer.

Ntambo:"meantowhat?"

Me:"fallforher.IjustwantedsomeoneIcan

releasemysexualtensiononto"

Ntambo:"whathappenedtothatnursefromprison.

Shejustdisappeared"

Me:"Ikilledher"

Ntambo:"Iknewit,justdidn'tknowwhy"

Me:"shefedUnathiabortionpillsthatkilledour

child"

Ntambo:"Iwouldhavetalkedtotheancestorsfirst

andtellthemthattheirmealiscomingbeforekilling

her."



Me:"youstillwearthatgreenstring?"

Heliftedhist-shirt.

Ntambo:"righthere.Madoesn'tmakeitafail.It's

likesheseseswhenIhavetakenitoff.

Me:"(laughing)whereissheanyway?"

Ntambo:"Workingasamaidsomewhere"

Me:"shestillwantstoseeyou?"

Ntambo:"Idon'tknow.ShewastornthedayIwas

arrested"

Me:"sheisyourparent.Shedoesn'twantbadon

you"

Ntambo:"Ididherbadsomanytimesyetshe

alwaysremainedtotellmehowmuchshelovesme

"

Therewassilence.

Me:"ohIsawFezekaafewweeksago"

Ntambo:"nxx.Ishouldhavestabbedthatbitchthe

dayIheldherinmyarms."



Ne:"theworldhithersomuch"

Ntambo:"good."

Me:"let'sgo"

Wewenttothecarandgotinandhedroveoff.

.

.

*DINA*

IwentdownonmykneesandstartedprayingthatI

havethestrengthtotellhimwhateverthatIneedto

tellhim.ItshatteredmewhenIheardthenewsand

whatwillitdotohim?Iamscared.Ijustrecently

movedinhishouseafewmonthsagoafteryearsof

askingmetomovein.MaybeSinaandmomare

punishingmewherevertheyare.Ifinishedmy

prayerandsatonthebed.

"Babe!"

IheardhimshoutfromdownthestairsandIwiped

mytears.Heishomeearly,thesedayshewould



comehomeat19h00.Ibreathedoutandwalked

downthestairsandmethimattheloungeashe

waschangingthetv.Heturnedtomeandsmiled

beforeleavingakissonmyforehead.

Zamani:"howwasyourday?"

Ne:"itwasok.Youarehomeearly"

Zamani:"yeah,Iclearedandcanceledmeetingmy

clientsbecauseImissedyou"

Ismiledanditfaxedabit.

Me:"Icookedbutweneedtotalkfirst"

Helooksworried.

Zamani:"areyouok?"

Ms:"uhmyes....noIamnot.Let'ssitdown"

Wewalkovertothecouchandheswitchedoffthe

tv.

Me:"IloveyouZamani"

Zamani:"IloveyoutooDina"

Me:"uhmletmefinish"



Zamani:"DinaifyoucheatedIwillburrythatman

andI...."

Me:"Iambarren"

Heissilent.

Me:"Iwantedtogooffthecontraceptivebecauseit

startedtoaffectmeandIfoundoutthatIcan'thave

babies.Ihavenofertileenougheggs.Slight

changesofmehavingachildis0,001%andthat's

closetonon"

Isniff.

Me:"Iamsorry"

HeissilentandItrytowipemytearsbuttheykeep

onfalling.

Zamani:"comehere"

HepulledmetohimandIcried.

Zamani:"it'shardtosinkin."

Isniff.

Zamani:"butthereareoptionsoutthere.Surrogacy

isoneandadoptionIdon'tknowbabybutIwon'tlet



yougoforsomethingyouhaveanddon'thave

controlover"

Isobbed.

Zamani:"shh.Lookatme."

Ilookedathim.

Zamani:"Iloveyouok?"

Inodded.

Zamani:"Ihavetobetruthfulaswell"

Iwasscared.

Zamani:"Ihavebeenafraid,ofmarriageagainand

that'swhyIhaven'tbeenbringingitupbutIreally

doloveyouDina,youbringoutmanypersonalities

thatIneverknewIhad"

Hekissedmyhands.

Zamani:"IhaveworkedonmyfearandThereis

nothingtobeafraidoff.Iwanttomarryyou"

Ididn'texpectthat.ReallyIdidn't.

Me:"what?"



Zamani:"whenwearebothreadyIwantustobea

marriedcoupleoneday"

Ihuggedhim.

Me:IloveyouMntungwa"

Zamani:"IloveyouMpele"

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*WENDY*

Ihaven'tbeenhomethedaysandIamsuremama

isworriedaswellbutIjustneededsometimeoff

fromanystressthatisabouttocomemyway.I

lookedoutthewindowandlookedbackatThabisa



whowassmokinghercigarette.

Thabisa:"gohomeandrestnow,forgeryabout

razor"

Me:"yeahneh.Thanksfriend"

Thabisa:"pleasurebabes."

LikehellIwould.Iopenedthedoorandgotoutand

closedthedoorbeforeshedroveoffasIwalked

insidetheyardandknockedonceandopenedthe

door.Sheturnedherheadandlookedatmebefore

focusingonthetvagain.

Me:"hello"

Ma:"MmhWendymmh"

Iwalkedtowardsmybedroom.

Ma:"ifyouwanttodoasyoupleaseinmyhouseI

suggestyoumoveout"

Me:"Iwon't"

Sheclappedherhandsandfoldedherarmsand

staredatthetvagain.

.



.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

IwaswipingthecounterinthekitchenjustafterI

wasdonecooking.Unathihadwentoutabittoi

don'tknowwherebutshehadleft.Thehousewas

quietandjustasusual.Ihavebeenworkinghere

foryearsaswellandit'sagoodjobIhaveever

gottenbutdaysdon'tpassbywithoutthinkingifmy

childisok.Ihaven'tgottenacallabouthisdeathso

that'sagoodsignsofar.ThedooropensandMr

Ngemaannounceshisarrivalbutthereissilence

andIgoandwashtheclothandhewalksinte

kitchen.

MrNgema:"ohMaMthobeni,whereisUnathi?"

Me:"shewentoutabitsir"

Hechuckled.

MrNgema:"howmanytimeshaveItoldyoutocall

meSmiso"

Me:"manytimes"



MrNgema:"sowhydon'tyoufollowinstructions?"

Me:"Iamrespectingyouasmyboss"

Hewalksaroundthecounterandtakestheclothout

ofmyhandsandplacesitinthesink.

MeNgena:"youoverworkyourselfandappreciate

yourservicesMaDumabuttakeamomenttorelax"

Me:"youdon'trelaxwhenyouareatwork,andit

keepsmebusy"

MrNgema:"gofreshenup.Iamtakingyouout"

HewalksoutofthekitchenandIseehimwalkup

thestairsbeforedisappearing.Isigh.

Me:"ohmyGod"

Iclosemyeyes.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Iwasplanningongoingtothemallandjust



browsingaroundwithoutactuallydoinganything

butZamahadtocallmeandinvitemetoherhouse

soIoptedtodrivethereatthismoment.WhenI

arrivedKwandowasn'tthere,it'sjustherandher

twinsathome.

Me:"theplacelookswonderfulthanbefore"

Zama:"Ididdosomerenovationshereandthere"

Ismiledandwesatdownonthecouch.

Zama:"drink?"

Me:"nothankyou"

Shesmiled.

Zama:"so,howislifeoutofprisongoing?"

Me:"quietgood,Iamworkingonmyselfandright

mywrongs"

Zama:"that'swonderful.Iamveryproudofyou

anddidn'tletLondiecorruptyoufurther"

Me:"don'tstartmewiththatone"

Zama:"andyouwerebestbuddies"



Me:"IwasblindandstupidbutnowIknowmuch

better."

Zama:"that'sgood"

MyphonerangandItookitoutofmybagandthen

Iansweredit.

Me:"Hello"

Razor:"Iamheretoseeyou"

Me:"Iamnothome"

Razor:"That'sbadbecauseImissandwanttosee

you"

Me:"weareobsessedIsee"

Hechuckles.

Razor:"sleepover?"

Me:"Mostdefinitely.Ihavetogo"

Razor:"okNana"

IlookedatZamawhowaslookingatmeandI

giggled.

Me:"ahthatname.It'slikeIamachild"



Razor:"Unathi,nana.SoIlikeit"

Me:"bye.Seeyoulater"

IhungupandZamalookedatme.

Me:"what?"

Zama:"thetable,spillthem"

Me:"it'sjustthings"

Zama:"andyouareevenblushingforthesethings.

YouarefastMogalanddon'tplay"

Me:"atall"

Welaughandkeeponchatting.

.

.

*DINA*

AfterwhatZamanisaidIfeltateaseandabit

calmerthanbeforebutinalongrunitwillbe

affectingandIamscared.Wehadjustfinished

eatingandwewerewatchingamovie.Ithasbeen



longsincewedidthingslikethese.Watchmovies

oranything,asthemoviefinishedhetookthe

remoteandheopenedthestationandswitchedoff

thetvandhewenttoitandthenturnedtomewhen

asongwasplaying.

Zamani:"mayIhavethisdance?"

Islowlynoddedandheremovedthefleeceoffme

andpulledmeupandheldmywaistandIheldhis

shoulders.

Zamani:"relax"

Iwasn'treally.

"Allthisloveisforyou

EverynotethatImay

EverywordImightsay

EverymelodyIfeel

Areonlyforyouandyourappeal

EverypagethatIwrite

Everydayofmylife



Wouldnotbefilledwithoutthethings

Thatmyloveforyounowbrings

ForyouImakeapromiseofferdility

Nowandforeternity

Noonecouldreplacethislove

ForyouItakeyourhandandheartandeverything

Andafterthemaweddingring

Causethislifeisnogoodunknown

Sincewe'vebecomeone,youallIknow.

Ifthisfeelingshouldleave,Iwoulddie

Andhereiswhy,allIamisforyou......"

Zamani:"canyouhearthat?"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"what?"

Zamani:"thesong"

Inoddedandhekissedmyforehead.

Zamani:"IloveyouDinaandlovingyoumeans



lovingeverythingboutyoubadorgood,leavingyou

isnotanoptionneitherislettingyougo"

Tearsprickledmyeyesandtheyjustfellandhe

wipedthem.

Me:"Zamani:"

Zamani:"Iloveyouok?Wewillbeok"

Inoddedandhegaveasoftperk.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

IsatonthebedinagownnotsureifIshouldgoof

not.Thisismybossandbesidesthatfactheisstill

amarriedman.Aknockonthedoordisturbsme

frommythoughts.

MrNgema:"Philisiwe"

Me:"Iamsick!"

IsayandIhearhimlaugh.



MrNgema:"Iwantyououtinthenextminute"

IsighandtakethedressandIwearitwithsandals

andtakemybagandmyheadistiedinadoekas

always.Iwalktothedoorandopenandheis

standingleaningbythewall.Icough.

Me:"IamnotwellMrNgema"

Heshotmealook.

MrNgema:"youseemfineandtakeoffthedoek

Siwewearebeingyoungtonight"

Me:"whatifUnathicomeshome.Sheneedsto

havesomeonehome"

MrNgema:"sheisgoingtoherboyfriend'shouse"

Me:"ohIsee."

Hetakesoffmydoekandlooksatme.

MrNgema:"nowgocombyourafroproperly."

ItakeoutacombfrommybagandIcombitandit's

soretillIgetdoneandshoveeverythinginmybag.

MrNgema:"let'sgo"



Me:"ah..."

HeshookhisheadandIfeltdefeated.Wewalked

offtohiscar,heopenedthedoorforme.

MeNgema:"youlookwonderful"

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"thankyou"

Igotinandheclosedthedoorandwenttohisside.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:32] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert16

WhenIgothomeitseemedliketherewasnoone

butIamsureMaisinhercottageattheback.I

packedanoverloadingbag.Idon'tknowwhat

occasionthatwewillhavetogototomorrowandI



amjustdoingthatsosomeofmyclothescanbe

thereforjustincase.IfinishedupandIcalled

Andiswaandsheansweredinamatteroftime.She

gavemehernumbersoifthekidsarebyherIcan

callwhenIwantto.

Andiswa:"hello",

Me:"hiAndiswahowareyou?"

Andiswa:",,Iamgood."

Me:"canIspeaktothechildren?"

Andiswa:"holdonasecond"

IdidandIheardsomeshufflingandthenLetho's

voicecamefirst.

Letho:"hellomommy"

Me:"helloprincesshowareyou?"

Letho:"Iamok,Iamplaying"

Me:"don'tgethurt"

Letho:"Iwon't"

Anele:"mommy"



Me:"heyboy"

Anele:",,Iloveyoumommy"

Myheartwarmed.Ifeltlikecrying.

Me:"Iloveyouallboy.Somuch."

Letho:"oklet'sgoplay"

Me:"butImissyou"

Letho:"byemommy"

Shehunguponme.Hebana.Itookmysuitcase

andbagandIwentdownthestairs.Ilockedupand

wenttomycarandloadedeverythinginsidebefore

Igotinthedriver'sseatandIstartedmycarand

droveoff.ImademyfirststopatthemallandI

wenttobuysomesmallstuffwithsnacksand

beveragesandCakeaswell,Iwenttopayafterthat

andImademywaytomycarbeforeIstarted

drivingoff.MyphonerangandItookitand

answeredit.

Me:"Hello"

Razor:"Thishabbitofyoursnana"



Me:"Ididn'tchecksorryIamdriving"

Razor:"youshouldhavetoldmetofetchyou"

Me:"noIamok"

Razor:"ok.Iwillbedelayedsomewhere."

Md:"isitopen?"

Razor:"mycousinisthere"

Me:"ok.Iwillseeyou"

Razor:"sure"

WebothhungupandIfocusedontheroad.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Me:"asIwassaying.Iwaslookingatthebooksfor

thechisanyamaadithasmadeahugeprofitthis

month,welldonetoeveryone.

Theyclappedtheirhands.



Me:"themeetingisoveryoucangoandwork"

Thestuffdismissedandwenttheirseperateways.I

walkedtomyofficeandIgotinandIsatdownand

tookmybook.

Me:"Halfamillion,mmmh"

IhavebeensnoopingaroundandIheardweare

beingwantedforstealingthatmoneywithWendyin

PretoriaEast.NowIhavetotakecareofthatmess

becauseitseemslikethesepeopledoknowUnathi

andIdon'twantherdaughterupinmymess.

.

.

*UNATHI*

igotoutofthecarandtookmybagoutandthe

plasticsandwalkedinsidewithsome.

Me:"Ntambo!"

Ntambo:"yini?(What?)"

Me:"helpmeplease"



Hegroanedandwalkedout.

Me:"thankyou!"

Ntambo:"yeahyeah"

Iwenttothekitchenandunloadedtheplastic.

Ntambo:"areyoumovingin?"

Me:"noiamnot."

Hewalkedinsidethekitchen.

Ntambo:"seemslikeit"

Me:",,Iamanundecidedperson"

Ntambo:"youreallyarecheese"

Me:"myworddon'tcallmethat"

Ntambo:",,butyouare"

Me:"mxm"

Ntambo:"cookthereMakoti,weneedtoknow

whatwewillbesendingmoneyfor"

Me:"(laughing)Iamtested."

Itookoutsomeingredientstocook.



Ntambo:"andIdon'tdosushiandwhatnot.Ido

realfood"

Me:"spaghettiisfood",

Ntambo:"Idon'teatropes."

Me:"toobadke"

Iwalkedaround

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Wearrivedatanicerestaurant.Ihaveneverbeen

seatedinsuchaplaceandIamunderdressedfor

theoccasionandsoasMrNgema..ImeanSmiso

aswell.Thewaiterbringsinthemenusandwalks

off.IlookatitandIdon'tevenknowwhat's

happeninghereandIpeakoverhimandheseemed

toknowwhat'shappening.Isighedbeforeputting

themenudown.

Smiso:"what'swrong?"



Me:"Idon'tknowwhat'swrittenhere"

Smiso:"don'tworry.Iwillorderforyou,anything

youareallergicto?"

Me:"fish"

Henodded.Thewaitersooncame.

Waiter:"canItakeyourorder?"

Smiso:"yes.IwillhaveaBruschetta.chickenand

theladywillhaveaPanzenella.Andfordesert

Croustadeauxpommes."

HowcouldIpronouncethat?

Waiter:"yessir"

Smiso:"andmakesurethereisnofishdetected"

Thewaiternoddedandwalkedoff.

Me:"what'saPanzenella?"

Smiso:"it'sasalad"

Igavehimalookandraisedmyhandforthewaiter

andthewaitercame.

Me:"Hemadeamistake,Ican'thaveaPanzella



whateveritis."

Smisochuckled.

Waiter:"whatcanIgetyou?"

Me:"meatyfood.Iamnotonadiet"

Smisolaughed.

Smiso:"ABruschetta.chickenisgoodandthesalad

"

Waiter:"yessir"

Hewalkedaway.Ifoldedmyarms.

Smiso:"youaremad"

Me:"youalmoststarvedmeinaresturantfullof

Greekwords"

Hechuckled.

Smiso:"it'sItalianandfrench"

Me:"yeahthat"

Smiso:"Iamgladyouarelooseningup"

Igottoocomfortable.Thisismyboss.



Me:"Iamsorry"

Smiso:"it'sok"

Ilookedaway.

.

.

*UNATHI*

IfinishedcookingandIdishedupformeand

Ntamboandweate.RazorwasnotbacktillIwent

tobedandIfeltitmoveandIopenedmyeyes.

Razor:"relaxit'sme"

Igotclosertohimandheheldme.

Razor:"howwasyourday?"

Me:"ok."

Razor:"Iheardyouaremovingin"

Hechuckled.

Me:"Iamnot.Ijustwantedsomeofmyclothes

here"



Razor:"that'sagoodidea"

Hepulledmylegup.

Me:"Lindani"

Razor:"Justoneround"

Me:"itwillturntotwo"

Hekissedmyneck.

Razor:"ok.CanIsleepinsideyou?"

Ilookedathim.

Razor:"that'sall"

Hepulledmypyjamashirtsdown.

Me:"Ngomane"

Razor:"turnaround"

Ilaidwithmybackfacinghimandherubbedmyclit

andIMoanedandheslidinhisfinger

Me:"razorthisisnotwhatwetalkedabout."

Razor:"ok,Iamsorry"

Hetakesouthishandandheshufflesbeforehe



insertshimself

Me:"nowsleep"

Razor:"ok"

IclosedmyeyesandIfelthimmoveinsideofme.

Me:"Razor!"

Hepusheditindeeperlettingmeletoutamoan.

HetookapillowandlaiditInfrontofmeandhe

pulledoutandrestedmeonitandhegotbehind.

Meandheldmybuttbeforeheslippedinand

ouncesme.

Me:"youaresodea....ah"

Razor:"Iamsorrybaby"

Hekissedmyneckandtfwsyhewaspoundingme

hewasclaimingitforSure.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:33] :~Unexpectedly~



INSERT17

Iwaswokenupbythesunpenetratingmyeyes

sharplyIwasdeadtiredaswellandlazygowake

up.Ishookrazorwhohadhisheavyleghooked

intomineandhegroanedbutdidn'twakeup.I

shookhimagainandhedidthesameagain.Ishook

himandlightlyslappedhischeeksandhegroaned

andopenedhiseyesatlast.

Razor:"whyareyouwakingmeup?"

Me:"Ididn'twanttowakeupalone"

Razor:"forsomeonewhoisasoldasyou,youcan

actannoying"

Me:"yetyoulikethisannoyinggirl"

Hehookedhisarmaroundmybody.

Razor:"sleepUnathi"

Me:"thesunisup"

Razor:"andyouarenotmarriedsosleep"



Ilaidonhischestandhekissedmyforehead.

Razor:"IshouldIhavedonemoreandmadeyou

tired."

Me:"nah"

Ilookedathimashesleptagainandjuststared.

Yesgirlscanstareatsomeonewhentheysleep.

.

.

*DINA*

IwokeupinthemorningearlyandIwenttoprepare

myselfforthedaybeforeImadebreakfast.Iwas

feelingmuchlighterthanyesterdayandZamani

endeditquietsweetlyandtastyifyouknowwhatI

mean.ImadeagoodbreakfastforhimandwhenI

wasjustsqueezingtheorangejuicehewalkedin

thekitchenalldressedupforhisdayandcameto

kissmycheek.

Zamani:"morningBaby"



Me:"morningmyAbutiwaMzulu"

Hechuckledandperkedmylips.

Zamani:"howareyoufeelingnow?"

Me:"better"

Zamani:"youshouldalways.Iloveyouandthat

won'tbechangedbyanything"

Me:'metoo"

Ikissedhislips.

Me:.Nowsitdownandhaveagoodbreakfast

beforework"

Zamani:"mmmh.IcanalreadytasteitInmy

mouth"

Igiggledandpreparedhisplateandhandeditover

tohimandhetookitandstartedeating.

Me:"IwillbringIsometreatsfromwork"

Zamani:"Iwillfetchyouduringyourlunch"

Me:"okthen,Iloveyou"

Hesmiled.



Zamani:"Iloveyoumoreandbeyond"

Ismiled.Howmuchit'ssogoodtohearhimsay

that.

.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Iwasinthekitchendoingmyusualworkroutine.

MrNgemahasn'tenteredthekitchenasyetwhich

wasn'tlikehim.Healwaysenteredthekitchen

roundabout7andwouldinformmeifheisgoingto

workornot.Ilookedatthedigitalwatchthatis

displayedonthefridgeandit'sover7amnow.I

wipemyhandsandIpreparethefoodontoatray

andImademywayupthestairstohisbedroom.I

knockedonceandwaitedandthedoorwasopened.

Hewasstillinhispyjamas.

Me:"goodmorningsir"

Smiso:"Philisiwe.Thissirthing"



Me:"myapologies,IwaswonderingshouldI

prepareyouforworkasitseemslikeyouhaveover

slepttoday"

Smiso:"no.Iamnotgoingtowork.Takeadayoff

"

Ms:"thehouseneedstobemaintained"

Smiso:"thereisnoonewhowasmessingup

yesterday"

Hewalkedinsidehisbedroom.

Smiso:"NgenaMaMthombeni(getin)"

Iwalkedinslowlywiththetrayholdingitcloseto

mybody.Thisismyfirsttimebeinginhisbedroom

anditisveryspacious.MorethanthattworoomI

usedtohave.IputthetrayonthedresserandI

turnaroundtowalkoutandIamstoppedbyhis

voice.

Smiso:"IhadawonderfultimelastnightSiwe"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"metoo"



Hesmiled.

Smiso:"weshoulddoitagain"

Me:"Idon'tknowaboutthat"

Smiso:"Fridaynightissettledfor"

Isighedandthennoddedandmademywayoutof

thebedroomandwenttoclean.

.

.

*UNATHI*

wewokeupprettylate.13h00wasroundaboutthe

timewewokeupandcleaneduponourselves.

Ntambowasn'tinthehouseandweguessedhe

wentsomewhere.Imadeussomethingtoeatand

wewenttowatchsomeTV.

Razor:"BabyImadeamistake"

Ilookedathimandhesighed.

Me:"whatisit?"

Razor:"Ican'ttellyoubutIwillfixit"



Me:"youbetterlindani"

Henodded.

Razor:"comelet'sgoandtakeawalk"

WegotoffthecouchandIwenttowashthedishes

andafterIwenttowearmyshoesandhetookthe

housekeysandhelockedaswewalkedoutholding

handsandmadeourwaydownthestreetsofhis

hood.

Me:"sowhatarewegonnabuythistime?"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"youneedtocomemoreoftensoIcanshow

youalotofthings"

Me:"Iwill.Don'tworry"

Wewalkedaroundandwewenttotheshop.The

excitementonmyfacewaspriceless.Hechuckled.

Razor:"youlooksohappy"

Me:"Iam"

Salesperson:"ShoshoRazor",



Razor:"sho,asikhipheezikhalakamnandi

emlonyeni(,bringgoodies)"

Thesalespersonnoddedandwalkedoff.

Me:"whatisthatroundthingkonje?Igwinyaright?

(Fatkoekright?)"

Razor:"yesatleastyouknowthings"

Me:"dotheyhavethat?"

Razor:"youwantit?"

Inoddedandherequestedforthemandfriedchips

aswellbutsincethefriesarefinishedwehadto

waitandwedidn'tmind.Razorheldmefrombehind

andkissedmyneck.

Razor:"IlovethisUnathi"

Me:"Ilovehertoo"

Razor:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Idon'twannacopyyousoSamehere"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"(whisperinginmyear)NoIwantyouto



sayit"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Me:"IloveyouNgomane"

Razor:"that'sit."

Hehuggedmefrombehindandwestoodthere

waitingforourthingstobebrought.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:36] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert18

Wegotwhatweneededandwewereonourway

backtothehouse,hehookedhisarmaroundmy

shoulderandwecarriedonwalkingwhiletalkingat

thesametime.Iwassuckingonthelollipopatthe

sametime,Ihavejustlearnttoenjoyit.Mom



wouldn'twanttoseeusevereatingalollipop

sayingit'sunladylike.

Razorn:"thewayyouaresuckingthatlollipop"

Me:"ayigetyourmindoutofthere"

Razor:"Butmymindshouldbeeverywherewith

you"

Me:"weareinthestreet.Itshouldn'tbethere."

Razor:"reallyit'stherewithyourtonguedoingthat"

Me:"siesyazisies"

Hechuckledandkissedmycheek.

Razor:"Mybabymama"

Me:"andgirlfriend."

Razor:"andGirlfriendkahlekahlemyYonkintoat

themoment(actuallymyeverythingatthemoment

)"

Ilaughed.

Me:"andwhenthemomentisover?"

Razor:",itwillneverbe"



Inodded.

Razor:"comeIwanttoshowyousomething"

Wetakeashortleftandwecarryonwalkingwhile

talking,it'sactuallynicethiswalking.Ihavebeen

lockedupinprisonforsolongitjustfeelsniceto

takeupallthefreedomandjustuseitbefore

anythingelseaswell.WecarriedontalkingandI

toldhimIwillbegoingtoveiwthebuildingthatIwill

beusingformySalon.Wearrivedataplaceandit

lookedlikesomekindofchurch.Wewentthereand

heheldmyhandandwewalkedinandtherewere

peoplesingingaroundandoneguyseemedtobe

directingthem.

"HailholyQueenandthrownabove

OhMariah,hailmotherofMercy

Andoflove,ohMariah...."

Theystoppedandturnedtousandthechoir

directorcametowardsus,morelikechargingatus.

Him:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Razor:"Ithoughteveryoneiswelcomedhere"



Theguylookedatme.

Him:"thisisnotaplaceforsomeonelikeyouRazor

"

Me:"isthisachurch?"

Razor:"yes"

OhIsee.

Him:"nowthatyouknow,thewayoutisthere"

Razor:"foraChristianyouarebeingjudgemental"

Heletsgoofmyhandandthekeyboardguymoves

andhesitsdown.

Razor:"Godsayscometomemychildrenorcome

forth"

Hestartstoplay.Razorisfullofsurprises.

Razor:"whatarewedoing?"

Guy:"Highjackingourpractice"

Razor:"No,wearelisteningtotheword."

Hecarriesonplaying.

Razor:"Unathi"



Me:"mmh"

Razor:"comewithasong"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Razor:"anything"

Me:"eishIdon'tknowmuchgospelsongs"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"I'vehadmysharesofupsanddowns

Timeswhentherewasnoonearound.

Godcameandspokethesewordstome

Praisewillconfusetheenemy....."

Helookedatme

Razor:"doyouknowthatone?"

Inodded.

Razor:"comeon."

Me:"I'vehadmysharesofupsanddowns,

Timeswhentherewasnoonearound.

Godcameandspokethesewordstome



Praisewillconfusetheenemy

SoIstartedsinging

Istartedclapping

Istarteddancing,peoplewerelaughing

Theyknewmyproblems,theyknewmypain

ButIknewGodwilltakethenaway...."

Therestofthepeoplestartedjoininginandsoas

Razor.Itwasquietfunactuallyvery,Ididn'tknowI

couldevensingproperinfrontofpeopleletalone

whenIamalonebutthiswasfun.

Everyone:"OhohpraiseHim

Whenthingsaregood(praiseHim)

PraiseHim(praise)

Troubleoneveryside(praise)

AndwhenI'mbroke(whenI'mbroken)

IwillpraiseHim

PraiseHiminadvance,ohoh....."

Weendedthesongandeveryoneclappedtheir



handsandsoasI.Itwasreallyexciting.

Razor:"youareanatural"

Me:"Ididn'tevenknowIcanholdasinglenote"

Hechuckled.

"YoufindyourGodgiventalentsinhishouse"

Weallturnedanditlookedlikeapastorwiththat

whitecolorthingthatIdon'tknowandaBible.

Razor:"wewerejustleavingMfundisi"

Hetookmyhand.

Guy:"yesMyPastor,theywereanddisruptedour

disruption.

Pastor:"Notheydidn't.Theybroughtinsomething

new,Lindani"

Razorlookeddown.

Pastor:"It'sgoodtoseeyou"

Razor:"Youtoo"

ThenthepastorlookedatmeandIheldontomy

food.



Pastor:"Iam PastorRhadebe"

HeletouthishandandIshookit.

Me:"UnathiNgema"

Hesmiled.

Pastor:"Welcometoourchurch.Willyoube

visitingusthisSunday?"

IlookedatRazor.

Razor:"Idon'tthink...."

Me:"Iwillcomevisit"

Razorlookedatme.

Pastor:"andyoutooLindani.Youwerealwaysa

churchgoerwithyourmotherwhenyouwerestill

young"

Hesighed.

Razor:"Iwillcome"

Pastor:"that'swonderful"

Razor:"butwehavetogonow"

Hegripsmyhand.



Pastor:"sure.Youmaybedismissed,itwas

wonderfulseeingyouparticipateinchurch

activities"

Razornoddedandwewalkedout.

Me:"'sowearegoingtochurchonSunday?"

Razor:"youagreed"

Me:"Ididn'twanttodisappointtheman"

Hechuckled.

Me:"thatwasfun"

Razor:"Iamgladyoulikedit"

Me:"what'supwithyouandthatguy?"

Razor:"weusedtobefriendswhenwewereyoung

andItooktheotherrouteandheremainedinhis

butwejustgrewapart"

Me:"letmeguess.Hismotherhadaninfluence"

Razor:"yeah"

Me:"youhaveyourcousin"

Helaughed.



Razor:"Waitweforgotabouthim"

Ilaughedasweranbackhome.

.

.

*MAMTHOBENI*

MrNgemawalkedinthekitchenandItookhis

dishestowash.

Smiso:"thankyouforthebreakfastSiwe"

Me:"youarewelcomesir.IsUnathicomingback?

"

MrNgema:"Ihighlydoubt"

Inodded.

MrNgema:"ifyouneedmeyouwillfindmeinmy

study"

Inoddedandhewalkedoff.

.

.



*UNATHI*

wegothomelaughingandNtambowasittingina

boxwithanotherladybythehousewhoseemedto

beplayinghardtoget.

Ntambo:"youseethem.Iwouldhavelobolayou

butnaweuyangibhampela(butyouaretryingto

playhardtoget)"

Lady:"HaiboIamhereandtalkingtoyounow"

Ntambo:"Idon'thavetime.Iamhungrybye"

Theladyclickedhertongueandwalkedoff.

Ntambo:"eyinawe!(Youtoo)"

Hegotofftheelectrictransformerboxandcame

towardsus.

Ntambo:"Ithinkiaminneedofmyownsparekey"

Me:"Sundaywearegoingtochurch"

Wegotinthegate.

Ntambi:"razorwhyareyoudatingChurchgoers?



WeareforcednowBukajustforthesakethatyou

getsome"

Razorpunchedhisshoulder.

Razor:"theMrshasspoken"

Iopenedthedoor.

Me:"thankyou"

Ntambo:"Ihaven'tforgivenyouforfeedingme

ropesyesterday"

Me:"takeachillpillandhaveafatkoek"

Heclickedhistongue.

Me:"Iwilltrycookforyou.Justneedmyphone"

Heopenedmychips.

Ntambo:"Qomanirazorasinamona(daterazorwe

arenotjealous)"

Razor:"seemslikeit"

Me:"babecanIhavemyphone?"

Razor:"Iwillgetit.

Me:"thankyou"



IperkedhislipsandhewentoffNtambolookedat

me.

Me:"what?"

Ntambo:"Ubabawamiuyajolaenextdoor"

Hetookmyfriesandwalkedoff.

Me:"myfood"

Ntambo:"thehandthatgivesisthathandthatwill

beblessed"

Me:"Idon'tthinktheysaythat"

Ihearhimswitchonthetv"

Ntambo:"yourblessingwillcomejustwait.MinaI

willeat"

YhoMarathisguyisabullypeople.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert19

Ntambo:"yourbreakfastwasn'tbad!"

HeshoutedandIlookedatRazorwhoshruggedhis

shouldersasIlookedathismirrorimage.Ifinished

upfixingmywatchandIlookatmyselfthroughthe

mirrorbeforeturningaroundandhegotoffthebed

andtookhiscarkeysandphone.Wewereall

dressedup,it'sgoodtooverpackbecauseIdidn't

eventhinkIwouldbegoingtoChurchduringmy

visit.Idoanddon'tmisshomeatthesametimebut

Idomissmymunchiesandit'snextweekendis

whenIwillseethemtogetherbeforeschoolopens.

Razor:"Comelet'sgo"

Itookmybagandwewalkedoutofhisbedroom

andintothelounge.

Razor:"Yesboi"

Ntambo:"youknowmeMudlikotinitheeaterof

cottonthecottonmaster"



Me:"that'stoomuchforjustfittinginchinosanda

shirt"

Ntambo:"afterIjustcomplimentedyouonyour

food"

Me:",youdidn'tsayit'sgood"

Nttambo:"it'snotbadeither"

Razor:"wehavetoleave."

Wewalkedoutofthehouseandlockedupbefore

gettinginsidethecarandhestartedthecarand

droveoff.Itwasclosesothisisreallyawasteof

petrol.

Me:"youarewastingpetrolyouknow"

Ntambo:"haveyouseenthepresidententer

Parlimentbarefootedwalkingonconcrete?"

Me:"Wearegoingtoachurchthat'scloseby"

Razor:"'youwillloosetrustmeNana"

Me:"Iwilltakemychances."

Ntambo:"haiboheiswarning"



Ikeptquiet.Wegottochurchandwecouldhear

themusic.HaveIeversetmyfootinchurchbefore

onaSunday?MaybeIjustdon'tremember.

Ntethelelocamefromatraditionalbackgroundand

RazorcomefromwhatseemslikeaChristianity

background.Idon'tknowaboutNtambobutyou

getwhatImean.

Ntambo:"Let'sgo"

RazornoddedandweallgotoutofthecarandI

heldonmybagwhilehetookmyhand.Wewalked

insidethechurchandanusherwasstandingbythe

doorgivingusawarmwelcome.Wewalkedinside

andthechoirwasonstagesinging,justlikehow

theywe'repracticingtheotherday.Wegottoour

seatsandIputmybagdownandwejuststood

therebrowsingaround

Ntambo:"youbroughtustochurch,sosingyour

heartoutlikethesegrannies."

Me:"Idon'tevenknowthesong"

Ntambo:"mxm"

Razor:"Ntamboleaveheralone"



Heraisedhishandsupandfinallywecouldsit

down.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Ikeptonlookingatthestove,yesmybodyishere

butwhatmysisterpotrayedformedisturbedme

alot.ShouldItellUnathiorshouldIleteverything

takeit'scourse.Iamconfusedandscaredaswell.

Me:"Iwilljustleaveitlikethat"

IthensnappedoutofmythoughtsandIcarriedon

cleaning.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Pastor:"AswereadintoRomans5:13onceagain



beforewegetintoworship.Therewassininthe

worldbeforetheLawwasgiven;butwherethereis

nolaw,noaccountiskeptofsins."

Ntambo:"nakhokesebeqalile(theretheyhave

started)"

Razorhitshischest.

Me:"youshouldhavestayedhome"

Ntambo:"IthoughtIneededdeliverance"

Me:"don'tthink.Youdo"

Thewomaninfrontofusturnedandlookedatus.

Ntambo:"Canwehelpyou?"

Sheturnedbacktothefront.

Ntambo:"mmh"

IlookedatRazor

Razor:"don'tinvolvemeinyoursquabbles"

Me:"Ok"

Thenthechoirstoodupandtheystartedsinging.

Me:"weshouldcomemoreoften"



Razorlookedatme.

Ntambo:"countmeout"

Me:"hawu"

Westoodupaswellandjoinedin.Churchwasover

soonenoughandalreadyweweremakingourway

out.

"Lindani!"

Weturnedandit'sthepastor.

Ntambo:"firstdayandalreadyyouareappointeda

jnrpastor"

Me:"don'tyoukeepquiet"

Hechuckled.Thepastorgottousandweplastered

smiled.

Pastor:",Iwassogladtoseeyoutoday,reallyGod

blessedus"

Razor:"Really"

Pastor:"Iamhoppingwewillseemoreofyou"

Ntambo:"wehavebusyschedules"



Ikickedhimonhisshoe.

Me:"wewillhavetoputGodfirst"

Pastor:"wellspokenmychild,hesaysinJob22:26

,ThenyouwillalwaystrustinGodandfindthathe

isthesourceofyourjoy.Psalms62:8,TrustinGod

atalltimes,mypeople.Tellhimallyourtroubles,

forheisourrefuge."

Ntambo:"seku'kningimfundisi(that'salotpastor)"

Me:"'Amen,praisetheLord"

Pastor:"allthetime,IhaveascripturethatGod

showedmeafewdaysagoandIthoughtIshould

shareitwithyou"

HeopenshisBible.

Pastor:"ahyes,Exodus18:21itsaysButin

addition,youshouldchoosesomecapablemenand

appointthemasleadersofthepeople:leadersof

thousands,hundreds,fifties,andtens.Theymust

beGod-fearingmenwhocanbetrustedandwho

cannotbebribed."

HeclosedtheBibleandlookedatRzor.



Pastor:"IhopeyouheardwhatthegoodLordhas

saidlindani"

Ntambo:"yho"

Ipinchhim.

Razor:"Idid"

Pastor:"re-readit,itwasgoodseeingyou"

Hetakesoutapamphlet.

Pastor:"ouryouthBiblecouncil,itwouldbe

wonderfulforyoutojoin"

Me:"wewillsleeponit"

Itookthepamphlet.

Me:"thankyou"

Pastor:"maytheLordcoveryouwithhishand

whileyoutravelhome"

Me:"youtoo"

Hesmiledandwenttoattendothers.Ntambo

laughed.

Ntambo:"Awuboniukuthiufunaubeucollorboy



wakhe(don'tyouseethathewantsyoutobehis

collarboy)"

Me:"Yazawucazishame(youarenotfunnyatall

)"

Razor:"youandthepastorarebestfriendsnow"

Me:"hawuIamtryingsomethingnew"

Ntambo:"youaregoingtofarslowdown"

Wegotinthecar.

Me:"Iamhungry"

Razor:"don'ttheshoeshurtyou?"

Me:"notheydon't"

Ishookmyheadandhenodded.

Ntambo:"I..."

Me:"shh"

Razorchuckledandntamboclickedhistongue,we

havehadenoughofhimtoday.Ican'tanymore

shame.

.



.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:37] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert20

WewereattheChisanyamaandasalwaysIam

enjoyingtheenvironment.Ntambowent

somewheresoitwasjustthetwoofusaboutto

haveagoodeataftergoingtochurch.

Me:"Sohowdidyoufindchurch?"

Razor:"youactinglikemom,youremindmeofher"

Me:"doesshehaveanysiblings?"

Razor:"yeahshehadsiblings,asisterbutshegot

marriedanddivorced.That'sFezile'smother"

Me:"Fezile?"

Razor:"Ntambo"

Me:"ohIsee."



Henoddedandplayedwithmyhandsandourfood

cameandIthankedthewaiter.

Me:"Ireallydon'twanttogohomebutIhaveto"

Razor:"metooBabe"

Itookabiteofthemeatandhisphonerang.

Razor:"canItakethis?"

Hestoodupandwalkedoff.Iwatchedhim,he

betternotbeuptoanycheating.hecamebackafter

sometimeandhesatdownagain.

Razor:"Sorryaboutthat"

Me:"Noit'sfine"

Wecarriedoneatingandchattingandhisphone

rangoncemoreandhestoodupandwentto

answerit.Ichuckled.

Me:"Unathidon'tletyourthoughtsrunwild."

Iselftalkedmyselfandcarriedoneating.Hecame

backandhesatdown.

Razor:"it'sabitbusy"



Me:"very"

Helookedatmeandchuckle.

Razor:"Youlooklikeyouareabouttomurderme"

Me:"youreyesaredeceivingbabe"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"ok."

Wecarriedoneating.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Ilookatherbobbleherheadabitandeatthesame

time.Idon'tknowwhatitisbutit'sjustpullingme

alottoher.Verymuchaswell.

Unathi:"whenwegethomeweneedtotalk"

Me:"aboutwhatnana?"

Unathi:"whenwegethome"



Me:"home?"

Iraisedmybrow.

Unathi:"(giggling)yeahhomerazorhawu"

Me:"Ihearyou"

Ismileandlookatherandshedoesthesame.

Unathi:"Whyareyoulookingatme?"

Me:"Ican'tlookatyounow?"

Unathi:",it'screepy"

Me:"it'snot"

Sheshakesherheadandfocusesonherfoodonce

more.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Razor:"Sowhenisyourbusinessgonnabeupand

running?"



Me:"soon.ThatallIknow"

Razor:"thatgoodtoher"

Hiseyesarenowonhisphone.

Me:"somethingimportant?"

Razor:"huh?"

Helooksatme.Isnatchhisphoneandhe

sntachesitfrommyhands.

Me:"areyouhidingsomething?"

Razor:"notatall"

Me:"thenIcanholdyourphonefortherestofthe

day"

Razor:"Ididn'taskforyours"

Me:"Icangiveyoumine"

HisphoneringsandIgivehimaverysharpstare.

Razor:"Iamsorry"

Hestandsupandgoestoanswer.

Me:"mxm."



ItakemyphoneandbagandIstandupandIstart

towalkawayfromthechisanyamaandIdon'tsee

him.

Me:"hey"

Istopsomelady.

Me:"uhmhaveyouseenRazor?"

Lady:"Hewenttosomecarwithaladyinit."

Me:"thanks"

Ilethergo.YhoIshouldjustgohome,soheis

backwithWendy.WhoamIkidding.?Ishould

haveseenthatcoming.Iwalkedoutofthe

chisanyamaandIgetonthestreetandtheseheels

arenowirritatingme.

"Unathi"

Iseehimgetoutofthatcar.

Me:"PleaseIjustwanttogohome."

Razor:"Iwilltakeyouhomebaby"

Me:"myhome.Wherethereismydadinit"



Razor:"canwetalkaboutthisandletmeexplain?"

Ishookmyheadandstartedwalking,hefollowed.

Razor:"Unathi"

Me:"razorgoback.Iamnotstoppingyoufrom

sittingwithher"

Razor:"ButIwassittingwithyou"

Iwipedmytearsandcarriedonwalkingandheheld

myupperarm.

Razor:"givemeaplatformtospeak"

HestoodInfrontofmeandwentononekneeand

myheartwasracing.IwipedmytearsandIcould

hearwhistlesandpeoplecheering.Hetookouta

velvetboxandopenedit.Myheartwasbeatinglike

adrumfromangerIdon'tknowbutitwasthereand

mymouthwasdryaswell.

Razor:"Iwasgettingthisforyou,thecallsand

everything.IamsorryformakingitseemlikeIwas

disrespectingyouNana."

Ilookedathimandsniffed.



Razor:"canyoujusttakethisring?,"

Me:"anddowhatwithit"

Hetakesmylefthandandtakesitout.

Razor:"andtakeitasmyaskforyoutomarryme"

Me:"Iamangryatyou"

Hestandsupandslipsitinmyfingerandcloses

thebox.

Razor:"IknowandIknowit'snotperfectand

confusingandall"

Hekissedmylips.

Razor:"butIloveyou"

Heheldmywaistandkissedmylipsandreturnedit

whilepeoplecheered,Ibrokeitandgiggled.

Razor:"Willyoumarryme?"

Inoddedwhilegigglingandhekissedmylipsand

morecheerssurroundedtheplaceandstreetas

well,hislipsintertwiningwithminefeltsogoodand

Ilovehimsurely.



.

.

wellthenextdayIwenthome.Iwasexcitedand

justhappyabouteverything.IwastalkingtoQamo

whileIamdrivinghomeonmyphone.

Qamo:"Yhothatwasreallyfast.Areyousure?"

Me:"QamoIamold,Iam37yearoldwomanwith

twokidsfromdifferentfather's,amentalcrackand

ajailbird.Whowillwanttomarrythat?"

Qamo:"haiboyouaremorethanthat,Iamjust

asking"

Me:"Iamsure.HecanhandlemeprettywellandI

havechanged."

Qamo:"wellIamhappyforyou,Iamthematron"

Me:"mostdefinitely.TalklaterIamenteringhome"

Qamo:"sure"

IhungupandIopenedthegateanddroveinand

parkednexttodad'scarandItookoutmybagandI

mademywayinside.



Me:"Iambackfamily!"

Ifoundmaanddadkissing,YhoIdidn'texpectthat

one.Irantowardstheporchtryingtorunawayfrom

whatIsawbutIhittheslidingdoorglassandIfell

onmyback.Iheldmyforehead.

Me:"ohmyGod"

Dadcrouchedoverme.

Dad:"areyouok?"

Me:"ah!"

Hesatmeupandmacameinwithiceandwas

scaredtoevenlookatme.

Me:"Iamfine.Iamfine"

Dad:"don'teverdothatagain"

Me:"ok"

Ilookedathimandthenma,theawkwardness.

Me:"IthinkIneedpainkillers.

Ma:"Iwillgetthem"

Sherushedoff.



Me:"what'sgoingon?"

Dad:"whatyousawyoushouldn'thaveseen"

Me:"butIdid"

Dad:"IknowyoulikeyourmotherbutIdon't.Ilike

MaMthombeniandIamtheonewhoinitiatedthe

kiss"

Me:"butyoujudgemyman"

Dad:"Unathi"

Me:"Iamjustshocked"

Dad:"Iamsorrybaby"

Hekissedmyforeheadandmacamebackwith

painkillersandwater.Shewasshakingaswell.I

tookitandthankedherandthenIdrankbeforedad

helpedmeuptomyroom.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued



[09/17,16:37] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert21

Iwokeupandmyheadwasabitbetter.Thosepills

reallydruggedmegood.IgotofthebedandImade

mywaytothebathroomandtookabathandwore

pyjamasbeforeIwalkeddownthestairs.Ifound

dadwatchingTVandMahaswell.Mmmhthisis

reallycosyIamnotcomplainingthough.

Me:"Whatarewewatching?"

Theyturnedtome.

Me:"nodon'tstoponmyaccount"

Ismiled.

Dad:"how'syourhead?"

Me:"better"

Dad:"good.Wehaveeaten.Yourfoodisintheoven.

"



Me:"thankyou.,Weneedtotalk"

Henoddedandiwenttothekitchentowarmmy

foodinthemicrowaveandlookedatmyreflection

throughitandtouchingmyface,itfeltweirdandI

sawmyring.Ismile,aftereverythingwhowould

havethoughtsomeonewouldlovemesobeautifully

asRazordoes.ItakeoutmyfoodandIpourwater

andmakemywaytotheloungeareaandIsitonthe

couchoppositetheirsideandstarteddevouringmy

foodwhilelookingatthemanddadbeingsilly

charmingMa,mmmhIkissNgomanenow.

Dad:"youwantedtotalktous"

Me:"ohyeah...."

Dad:"swallow"

Idid.

Me:"sorry.UhmyeahIwantedustotalk"

Dad:"well?"

Me:"ok(sigh)Ra....Lindani"

Dad:"yourboyfriend"



Me:"yesthat,askedformyhandinmarriage"

Ma:"wow"

Dad:"isn'tthisallrushed?Youdon'tknowtheguy"

Me:"dadlifeistooshortandunpredictableand

besidesIlovehim"

Dad:"Unathi...."

Mahheldhishand.

Ma:"letherbe,sheisoldtomakeherown

mistakes."

Me:"Iloveyoustepmom"

Dad:"Unathi"

Me:"sorry.Thecousinrubbedoffhissillness"

Dad:"IwillagreetothisbecauseIwanttoseeyou

happy"

Igetupfromthecouchandsitonhislap.

Dad:"Unathi"

Me:"Thankyoudad"

Ikissedhischeek.



Me:"ohsorry"

Igotoffhim.

Dad:"reallyIamnothappybutwhoamItostop

you"

Me:"exactly"

Hegavemeastare.

Me:"uhmsorryletmeleave"

IstoodupandIwenttothekitchenandwashedmy

dishes.

.

.

Afewweekspassedandeverythingisgoingvery

wonderfullyandaccordingly,Ifinallygottoopen

mysalonandIamhappywitheverythingaswell.

Yesclientsweren'tthatmuchlinedupbutafter

cateringarichhousewifesheinvitedherfriends

whoinvitedherfriendsandtheystartedcoming.I

haveamanagerwhohernameisKhensani,sheis

wellaveryinterestingcharacterifImaysay.Iwas

inmyofficeatthebackcountingonproductsthat



needtobeboughtbecausetheyarerunningout.

Me:"okConditioner,artificialgelnails.....Damn

thesewivesaregonnamakemerunoutofstockso

quickly."

Thedoprbustsopen.

Me:"IamstillbusyKhensani"

"Mommy!"

Iliftmyheadupandtheyruntowardsme.Ohmy

babies,IturnmychairandIcrushtheminahug.

Letho:"Hellomommy"

Me:"mommymissedyourcutefaces"

Ikissedthemalloverastheygiggled.

Me:"whyisyouruniformwhite?"

It'snavyt-shirtandshortswithahatincludedbut

theyarenotwearingthatatthemoment.

Anele:"Daddygotusicecream"

Me:"it'saftertwo,whereishe?"

Letho:"outwithuncle"



Me:"ok.Stayandplaywithmommiesphone"

TheyjumponthelittlecouchwithmyphoneandI

walkoutsideandNtamboisstandingbythecounter

talkingwhileKhensaniisrollinghereyesin

annoyance.

Ntambo:"Theycallmerope,Ihavebeensearching

andIthinkIfoundmycatch"

Ilaugh.

Khensani:"pleaseIambusy'Rope'"

Razorturnstomeandweshareahug.

Me:"thankyouforfetchingthem.Itotallyforgot,I

hopetheydidn'tgiveyoutroubleatschool"

Razor:"notatall"

Ntambo:"KhensthandwaSamIamtryingtoday"

Khensani:"nothardenough."

Shemovedfromthecounterandwelookedatthem

whileNtamboheldherarm.

Ntambo:"Khensani(swallow)"



Khensani:"Youareawasteofgoodlooks."

Shewalkedoffandwelaughedandhelookedatus

andIstoppedandhitrazoronhischest.

Me:"babyno"

Razor:"keepontrying"

Meyouaren'tshowingthatyouareserious"

Ntambo:"mxm."

Me:"sorry"

Ntambo:"youwillfindmeoutside"

Hewalkedout.

Khensani:"weneedtogetgelssoon"

Me:"sure"

Razor:"walkmeout"

Itookhishandandwewalkedoutofthebuilding.

Razor:"Ihavesentaletter.Hopeyourfamily

acceptsit"

Me:"dowearereallydoingthis?"



IstandInfrontofhimandheholdsmyhands.

Razor:"Iamdoingthis"

Heperksmylipswhichturnedtoapassionatekiss

andwebrokeit.

Razor:"IloveyouNana"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ntambo:"let'sgo!"

Heshoutsout.

Me:"impatientmuch."

Razor:"Iwillseeyouandcallyou,"

Me:"youbetterandweneedtodiscussliving

arrangements"

Razor:"wewilltalkaboutthatlater"

Herperksmylips.

Razor:"bye"

HewalksoffandIwatchhimwalkoff.

.



.

*KHENSANI*

Meme:"youturnedhimdownthough"

ShewasfoldingthetowelsandIwashelpingher.

Me:"ifyouwantthisyouhavetocomewith

something"

Meme:"theywillsnatchhimandthatwasteoff

goodlooksandjokesflyingintheairwillbegone"

Me:"ka'naelehantleba(mightaswellbe.....)"

Sheinterrupted

Meme:"NgumzuluMina,Melokuhle(IamZulu,

Melokuhle)"

Ilaughed.

Me:'askiesMngani,ngamaneangiphutheshame

(sorryfriend,hemightaswellpassme)

Meme:"canItakehim?"

Me:"untilhecourseyouno"



ShegiggledanditookthetowelsandIwenttoput

themaway.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Ntambo:"soyouaregettingmarriedforreal?"

Me:"yeah"

Ntambo:"Lovesicknessisreal"

Me:"justlikekhensani"

Ilookedathimashesatup.

Ntambo:"wabonanjayam,Khensaniincwaiizabo

hardtogetyang'tholaandileyontoengenza

ngigcwaleistradingaye(youseemyman.

Khensaniisthosehardtogetchicksyougetme?

Andthat'swhatmakesmelikeher)"

Razor:"carry-ontrying"

Ntambo:"hayiIgiveup.3weeksandnothing"



Ne:"whatdoyouwant?"

Ntambo:"Iwanttoholdher,pleaseherandshow

andmakeherfeelmyDumamshini(machinegun)"

Ilaughed.

Me:"that'sinteresting"

Ntambo:"youdon'tgetme"

Me:"Ido.AsUnathisaid.Trytobeseriousfornice.

ThoseDumamshinijokeshavetogo,justdon'tpop

themtoomuch"

Herolledthewindowandturnedupthemusic.I

keptquietaswell.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert22



"Mommymommylook"

Iliftmyheadup.Sheshowsmeacartoonfilter

fromsnapchat.

Me:"yesbabyit'spretty"

Igobacktowhat'sinfrontofmeandIhearthem

giggle.ThereisaknockonthedoorandKhensani

entersthedoor.

Khensani:"Sorryboss"

Me:"it'sok.Whatdoyouneed?"

Khensani:"it'sknockofftimealready"

Me:"ohmyGod.,Todaymymindhastotally

slipped"

Khensani:"MrsMahlanguhasbookedthemakeup

andhairforherdinnerpartyfortomorrow"

Me:"Ihopetheselectedstaffisready"

Khensani:"precisely"

Me:"Kidswhereareyourbags"



Itakemyscarfrommychairandcarkeyswhile

tryingtotidyupandtakemybag.

Anele:"withdaddy"

Me:"ok"

Khensani:"doyouneedanyhelp?"

Me:"canyoulockup?"

Khensani:"ok"

Me:"comelet'sgo"

Theygetoffthecouchandtheywalkoutfirstwith

KhensaniandIfollow.Theplaceiscleanaswell.

Me:"byeKhensani"

Khensani:"bye"

Wewalkoutandthekidskeepgigglingandplaying.

Me:"Mommyshouldcookororder"

Letho:"Mommyathomecooks,sometimes"

Me:"cookingitisthen."

Iopenthecarandbackdoorandgettheminside

andthenbucklethemupbeforeclosingthedoor



andgettinginthefrontandIdroveoffheadingto

themall.

.

.

*WENDY*

Itakeapuffandblowitoffandlookaroundthe

environment.

Axe:"ourlastheistwasgood"

Igiveherthecigarette.

Me:"whereisrazor?Hewassupposedtodoitwith

us"

Axe:"hedid.Heplannedthewholething"

Igotofftheopenbootofthecarandstoodinfront

ofher.

Me:"soheownsachisanyamaandwehave

nothingandjustdoheists"

Axethrewhisstudonthefloor.



Axe:"youhavenothing,Istartedbuildingma2

roomflatsbykodladlen(byhome)"

Me:"wow"

Axe:"udomwaitsi?(Youarestupidyouknow)"

Me:"Nx.Likeyou"

Itookthebeerandwalkedoff.

Axe:"that'swhyrazornevercaughtfeelings.He

sawaheavyweightlongtimeago"

Idrinkthebeerandignoreher.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

IhadjustfinishedpreparingsupperandMrNgema

hadarrivedjustanhouragobutwasinhisstudy.I

reallydon'tknowwhatthisshouldbebutweareold

andseekingwhatweareseekingatourage?The

doorbellringsandIgoandIopenandstoodthe

securityguardwithanenvelope.



Me:"Hi"

Hehandsittome.

Me:"thankyou"

HenodsandIclosedthedoor.

"Whowasit?"

Ijumpedoutoffright.

Me:"oh,itwasthesecurityman.ThisisforyouI

presume"

HetakesitandlooksatitthenopensitandIstand

therelikeafool

Smiso:"It'saletter"

Me:"for?"

Smiso:"Unathi'shandinmarriage.Thisboyis

serious."

Me:Iwishtomeethim"

Smiso:"Trustme,youdon'twantto"

Heshovedtheletter.

Me:"why?"



Smiso:"troublemaker"

Inodded.

Me:"storageheseesvalueinyourdaughter"

Hesmiledandsteppedcloser.

Smiso:"doyouhavekids?"

Me:"ihaveasonbutIlastsawhimyearsago"

Smiso:"Ohhemoved?"

Me:"no,hewasarrested,theenvironmentwelived

init'seitheryousonisacriminalthatgoestojailor

doesn'tajobbeatinghim.Andyourdaughterbeing

ayounggirlwithnofutureandhasalotofbabiesor

shesellsherselfinthelavishlifestyle"

Smiso:",hectic"

Me:"it'showitis.Youjustgottolovetheminthe

end"

Hekissesmyforehead

Me:"haibo"

HespinsmearoundandIchuckle.



Smiso:"Aren'tyoushy?"

Me:"Iam"

Heholdsmywaistandmovesmetoanobest

rhythmandImovealong.

Smiso:"doyouknowthesongby....."

Me:"Yhodon'tgofar,Iknowweekendspecial"

Hechuckled.

Smiso:"singitforme"

Me:"ican'twithoutmusic"

Hechuckled

Smiso:"wewillsoon"

Heperksmylipsandmakesmerestmyheadon

hisshoulderaswemove.

.

.

*UNATHI*



"(Singing)Eakysticklylickystickybubblegum

,bubblegum,bubblegum

Eakystickylickystickybubblegumthat'sstuck

ontomyhair,canyoupullit?Canyoupullit?",

Me:"Lethokuhleyouaremakingnoise"

Shefrowns,Ipushthetrollyalongtheisleandmy

phoneringsintheirhands.

Anele:"whoisBabe?"

Me:"bringmemyphone"

Itakeitfromtheirhands.

Letho:"mommyandbabesittingonatree

,K.I.S.S.I.N.G,firstcomeslove,thencomes

marriage,thencomesababywithabigfathead"

Me:"Iwilltellyourfatherthatyouaresingingthis

kissingrubbish,wheredidyoulearnitandyougot

abighead"

Shegasped.Iansweredandpushedthetrolley.

Razor:"Nana"

Me:"Iamdrained"



Razor:"youknockedoff?"

Me:"yesandIamdoingabitofshopping",

Razor:"IwillcallyoulaterIhavesomethingto

attend.Iloveyou"

Me:"IloveyoutooNgomane"

WehangupandLethoissniffing.

Anele:"mommyLethoiscrying"

Me:"whyareyoucrying?"

Letho:"yousaidIhaveabighead"

Shesulked.

Me:"sorry.Mommywasjokingok?"

Shenodded.

Me:"let'sgogetsnacksandwineandthenlotsof

meatthenwepay"

Anele:"andIcecream?"

Ilookedatthem.

Me:"justforthisonetime.Icecream"



Them:"yay!"

IwenttodotherestoftheshoppingbeforeIwent

topay.

.

.

.

*RAZOR*

IwalkedinaftertalkingtoUnathiandtheywereall

waitingforme.

Kau:"It'sbeenlongsincewemissedyoursilliness"

Wendy:yetwedon'tknowyou"

Ntambo:"that'sbecauseyouareanewwaste,you

areWhat?Therottingmeatinthehotsun"

Axe:"youareroastinghernow"

Theylaughed.

Me:"eyibacktobusiness.Howmuchwasbagged

atthelastheist?"



Kautookthebagandputitonthetableandi

openedit.

Me:"mmmh"

Axe:"5million"

Me:"soamillioneach"

Wendy:"wewentontheheistwegetbiggercut"

Me:"westrategized"

Ntambo:"somethingyoudon'tmaybeknowfrom

school.InsimpleEnglishweplannedeverything"

Wendy:"Iknowwhatthatwordmeans"

Me:"anyoneagreeswithWendy?"

Therewassilence

Me:"Iguessit'ssettled.

Ntambo:"IwilldeductR500thousandfromyour

moneyjustbecauseofyoursourattitude"

Wendy:"youwouldn't"

Ntambo:"YeyiYeyi!"

Hemadeaneckslitsign.



Me:"leaveher."

Ntambo:"Iamwatchingyou"

Sheclickedhertongue.

.

.

*UNATHI*

IgottohishouseandIwalkedinside.Thekids

don'ttotheloungeandstartedwatchingTVwhileI

unpacked.Imadesnacksforthemandmyselfwhile

Igoogledagoodtraditionalrecipeanddumplings

withLambstewwasperfectlyfinewithme.I

startedslavingawayinthekitchenanddoingwhatI

don'tdomostbutagirlhasgottoprepareforthe

secondtime.Aftereverythingwassetandinthe

potsiwashedthedishesIusedandcleanedthe

kitchen.Iheardthecarpullupandsomeone

cursingoutside.

"Shit!Thekidsforgottheirbags"

Thekithendooropenedwhiletheywalkedinand



razordroppedhiscallwhilecarryingthebags.

Ntambowentstraightforthepotsandchecked.

Ntambo:"mmmhweshallsee"

HewalkedoffandIperkedRazor'slips.

Razor:"thisisanicesurprise.Iwasabouttosulk

andbeababythewholeweekend"

Me:"wehavetogetusedtothisenvironment

beforeit'spermanent"

Razor:"mmmhthatsoundsnice"

Me:"itlooksevenBetter",

Ibitmybottomlipandperkedhimagainandwe

sharedakiss.

Me:"canyoubathAneleIwilltakecareofLetho"

Razor:"sure"

HekissesmycheekbeforewalkingoffandIcarry

oncooking.

.

.



.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:37] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert23

Thekidsareallbathedandreadyintheirpyjamas

andthat'sgood.FoodisreadyandIamdishingup

foreveryonewhiletheyarewatchingTVatthe

lounge.IgototheloungeafterdishingupandI

standbythepassage.

Me:"foodisready"

Ntambo:"youhavetogetusedtoatrayandknee

onthefloor"

Me:"Yoh.HecticItellyou,weneedadiningroom

tablethatcouldwork"

Ntambo:"Letmegoandseeifyoucookedit

perfectly"

Me:"it'sgood"



Theywalkedinthekitchenandeveryonetooktheir

food.ItookforthekidsandthenIfollowedoutto

theloungeandwesatdownandtheystoodInfront

ofmewhileIfeedthem.

Letho:"Gogoalwayscooksthisforus"

Me:"whatbaby?"

Shepointsatthedumpling"

Me:"that'swonderful."

IfeedherthenIfeedAnele.

Ntambo:"Ayiyouregettingverytherewithyour

cooking"

Me:"thankyou"

Ntambo:"Holdhermananddon'tletgo"

Razor:"Idon'tintendto"

Letho:"Daddyafterthisarewegettingicecream?"

Me:"it'slate"

Razor:"Mommyhastalkedprincess"

Shesulked



Me:"youaresuchadiva"

Razor:"kindalikeyoubackthen"

Me:"Yho"

Theylaughed.

Me:"Iamnotadiva"

Letho:"youareadiva"

Shegiggled.

Me:"openyourmouth"

ShedidandIfedherandAneletilltheywerefull

andthenIatemyself.RazorandNtambosaidthey

willwashdishesandthekidswatchedabitoftv

beforetheystartedgettingdrowsy.Itookthemto

bedandwenttojointheboys.

Ntambo:"Iamgoingout."

Me:"it'slate"

Ntambo:"Iknow.Iwillbebackinthemorning"

Razor:"Xap(sharp)"

TheyfistbumpedandhewalkedoutandIlookedat



razor.

Razor:"midnightwalk"

Me:"Iamworried."

Razor:"don'tbe,now"

Helockedthedoorandpicksmeup.

Razor:"canIhavemydesert?"

Igiggledandheldhisshoulders.

Me:"whattypeofserving?"

Hewalksinthebedroomandplacesmeonthebed

andkissesmylips.

Razor:"thiscreamykindofserving."

Me:"mixedwithyou?"

Razor:"mixedwithalotofme"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Mmmhsoundsdelicious"

Razor:"letmetakecareofthedoor"

Hewenttothedoorandcloseditlockingitbefore



comingtome.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

HewalkedinasthedoorbustedopenandIsatup

fromthebedandhelooksatmeandIstandupas

wellinallwhiletyingmygown.Mykneesand

handswereshakingoutoffear.Thateye,Iforsee

badthingsthatwillhappenfromit.

Me:"Uhm...you'reback,Icooked"

Helooksathisrightandhiseyeslandonthetwo

platestoveontopofthecounterinthisoneroom.

Him:"Ihearyouareworking"

Hedropshislunchbagandfearcreepsin,hesteps

closerandImovebackabit.

Him:"keitseKhensani?(whatdidIsayKhensani?

)"

Hisbighandisnowopenwavingintheairwhilehe



istalkingandheisnotpleased.iholdontomygown

asifitwillprotectme.Howdidhefindout?Those

neighbors.

Me:"uitseumonna'meutlaufa.(yousaidyouare

themanandyouwillprovide)"

Him:"hobanengkesahlomphuoe?(sowhyamI

disrespected?)"

HeslappedmeandIcriedwhilefallingonthebed.I

bitmyselffrominsidecausingmetobleed.Heis

ontopofmehittingmelikeneverbefore.Iam

cryingtryingtoprotectmyfaceintheprocess.

Him:"ufelileulelitšila!(youarefullofrubbish!)"

Me:"Kekopats'oarelo!(Iamsorry!)"

Ikeeponshoutingthatjustforhimtostop.I

shouldn'thaveranhome,Itwasbetterbeing

starvedbymyfamilythanbeinghitbyastranger.

Me:"Bakangplease!"

Bakang:"youneedtobeputinline."

Ikeptoncryingfeelingeveryslapandpunchaswell.



.

.

*RAZOR*

Me:"MmmhNana"

ShekissesmychestandIwanttoholdherbutshe

hasmestuckonthebedandIcan'tmovemyhands

justtoholdher.Shesmileslookingatmeandthis

womanhasatrickonhersleeve.

Unathi:"Iaminchargetoday"

Me:"Icanseebutyouaretorturingme,Iwantto

touchyou"

Unathi:"Nobaby"

ShekissesmeeverywhereandIfeeltinglesand

shethencomestomylipsandperksthembefore

shekissesmeandIdothesame.Shebreaksit

andshesmilesandshetakesmydickintoherhand

andshepositionsherselfandrubsthetiponher.

Me:"Babe"



Unathi:"mmmh"

Shelooksatmebeforeshefinallyslipsinandthe

warmthnessIfelt.

Me:"kepuŝobonas(thatpussyisgood)"

Unathi:"Babyareyouspeakingintongues?"

Me:"yougotmespeakingtongues"

Shelaughs.

Unathi:"let'seatyouMr"

Sheplacesheronehandonmychestandshethen

bouncesonmeandswirvingherwaistinthe

process.FuckIamitchingtoholdher

Me:"Shit!NanaIwanttoholdyou"

Sheshakesherheadwhileitrollsback.

Unathi:"Ah"

Shebitesherbottomlipandit'sdrivingmecrazy.

.

.

*UNATHI*



Iwokeupinthemorning.Iwon'tbegoingtowork

today,Khensaniwillbethough,Itouchedmyside

andrazorwasn'tthere.Igotoffthebedandwore

justt-shirtandmygownandImademywayout

andthekidsareupeatingporridgewatchingTV.

Me:"morningmunchies."

Them:"morningMommy"

Me:"whereisdaddy?"

Anele:"kitchen"

Iwenttothekitchenandheismovingawayinthere.

Me:"youareanatural"

Heturnsandkissesmyforehead.

Razor:"youshowedmeflamesyesterday,Iwill

punishyouforthat"

Me:"Iwasgivingyouatasteofsomethingnew"

Razor:"definitely.Comeeatthenwewillbaththe

kidsandyouandwewillgotothepark.(Yawn)"



Iturnedtohim.

Me:"thatwouldbewonderful.Youlooklikeyou

didn'tgetsleep"

Razor:"noIamfine."

Me:"ok."

Hewalksoff.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

Hehasalreadyleftforhisusualroutineofgoingto

dohis"Jobs".MybodywasinpainbutIwas

determinedthatIwillgotowork.Itwillpaymewell

andIthankGodformywilltodoabusinesscourse

becauseIwouldn'thavethisgoodjobeventhoughI

wantedtodosomethingelsebutIamgrateful.7

yearssincewecamehere,Iwasateenagerback

then.Stupidandnaïve,drunkinloveaswellbut

whenmywishesseemedtobefadingIhadtostand

upformyself.Iwentandappliedtodoacourse



andIgotbeatingsoffmylifetostopgoingbutI

didn'tIpushed.Iwalkoutofthisoneroomshack

andgocatchataxitoworkandgotthere.Thesalon

opensat9amandIarrivedjustintime.Iopened

andwepreparedforwhenourclientswillcomeand

someofthestaffmemberswenttoMrsMahlangu's

houseasshebookedthewholeday.Thisplace

reallyjustmakesmoney.

Me:"Ineedthebathroom.Iwillbeback"

Iwenttothebathroomandstoodinfrontofthe

mirrorandliftedmyt-shirtupandtearsdropandI

wipethem.Ipullitdownandtouchmyeverywhere

andit'sstillpainfulbutGrandpawillhadtofixthat.

Iwalkedoutandwecarriedonwithourdailyroutine

tilllunchtimewhenNtamboakaRopeaswellcame

intothestore.TheguyisfunnyyenaIwon'tlie.

Todayhelooksaroundandgreetsmebefore

passingandInodandhegoesandsitsdownand

asksourBarbertocuthishair.Iwatchthem,

Memecomestome.

Meme:"canICourthim?"



Ishruggedandcarriedonwithworksoonhewas

doneandhecomesandpaysbythecounterwhereI

amstandingwithmycolleagueaswell.

Ntambo:"namanjeawungiboni(evennowyoustill

don'tseeme)"

Ikeptquiet.Hechuckles.

Ntambo:"Canyouwalkmeout?"

Helooksattheladynexttomeandshestandsup.

Me:"sitdownthereisworktodo"

Ntambo:"comekebecauseyoudon'twantherto

walkmeout"

Ilookedathimandmyfeetaretakingmetohis

sideandwalkinghimout.

Me:"thereyougo"

Ntambo:"come"

Isigh,Idon'thaveenergyforhimtoday.

Ntambo:"WhatamIdoingwrong?"

Ilookathimthenaway.



Me:"nothing"

Ntambo:"youknowmonamour,..."

Iinterruptedhim.

Me;"whatdoesthatmean?"

Ntambo:"it'sfrenchformylove"

Iblushedandhechuckled.

Ntambo:"atleastsheblushedtoday"

Me:"Ididn't"

HeheldmywaistandIflinched.

Ntambo:"lookatme"

Heliftedmyheaduptohislevelofeyes.

Ntambo:"Ilikeyou,Ireallylikeyou,I...."

Me:"Ican'tbewithanyman,evenifIwantto"

Ntambo:"Iwon'tbreakyourheart,Iwilltreatyou

right"

Me:"menaregoodatsellingdreams"

Ntambo:"IamnotKhen"



Hekissesmylipsandfoolishmerespondsandhe

heldmefromthebackpullingmeandIflinched

breakingit.

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Iturnedbutheheldmyarmandbroughtmebackto

himandtouchedmywaisttomyribsandIflinched

andmoanedinpain.

Ntambo:"what'swrong?"

Me:"nothingIhavetogo"

HeholdsmetightlysothatIwouldn'tescapeand

pulledmytopupslowlyandIlookeddown.

Ntambo:"soyouweregonnahidethisfromme?"

Me:"letmego!Youdon'tknowme"

Ntambo:"eyikeepquietaboutyoudon'tknowme

nonsenseKhensaniwhodidthistoyou?"

Me:"leaveitandleaveme"

Ntambo:"Iswearyoudon'twanttoseemybadside

ifyoudon'ttalkrightnow!"

Me:"calmdown"



Ntambo:"talk"

Me:"myboyfriend"

Heletgoofmeandwalkedoff.

Me:"Fezile!"

HegotinhiscarAndIturnedandwalkedbackto

thesaloncrying.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Weweredoneeatingandcleaningandbathingas

well,evengettingdressed.Nowweareonourway

outtogobuyfoodbecausewehavesnacksand

thenheadtotheparktoenjoysomefamilytime.I

tookmybagandrazoropenedthedoorwhilethe

kidsrushedtothecar.

Me:"letmeopenforyou"

Iopenedthecarandtheygotinside.Acarpulled

upbythegateandntambogotout.



Me:"wow"

Hewalkedstraightuptouslookingnothisusual

self.

Ntambo:"Idon'tknowifIshouldcryorbeangryor

what?"

Razor:"what'swrong?"

Hesatdownonthefloorandjustsniffed.

Ntambo:"it'skhen"

Me:"areyoucrying?"

Ntambo:"herboyfriendishittingher.Justthe

thoughtofhercryingandbegginghimtostop."

Razor:"iamsorryman"

Ntambo:"Iwillslaughterhisballs"

Me:"thisishectic.Issheok?"

Ntambo:"Ileftheratwork.Icouldn'tcryinfrontof

her"

Me:"Ididn'tknowyouarethissweet"

Ntambo:"Ialwaysam,whoareyoutakingmefor?



"

Me:"ok"

Ntambo:"IamgoingbacklaterandIwillfetchher.

"

Me:"andtakeherwhere?"

Ntambo:"IjustneedtosearchforaplaceIwill

keepher.Can'tletanothermantouchmywoman

andgetawaywithit."

Me:"Iamscarednow"

Razor:"Don'tbe"

Letho:"arewegoing?"

Razor:"wearecoming"

Ntambo:"gowithyoulittledestroyers."

Me:"don'tcallourkidsthat"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"youhavegotthis"

Ntambonodded.Wegotinthecarandhwent

insidethehouse.



.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:38] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert24

Me:"iamabitworriedaboutNtambo."

Razor:"don'tbe."

Heheldmyhand.Ikeptquietashedrove,we

reachedtheparkandthenweallgotout.

Letho:"Mommy,youwillplaywithme?"

Me:"sure"

ShesqueeledandRazortookAneleonhis

shouldersandwetookeverythingweneededout

andwenttofindasittingspotonabenchandtable.

Me:"ohIforgotmyphone"



Razor:"usemine"

Me:"aren'tyouscaredIwillseesomething?"

Razor:"idon'thaveanythingtohide"

Hetakesitout.

Letho:"youaregonnatakeaphotoofus?"

Me:"yesbaby"

Razor:"comeprincess"

Ismileashetriestogetherononeshoulderand

Aneleontheother.Theygiggleandismiled

lookingatthem,IlovehowLethoandRazorare

gettingalongsoverywell.Itmakesmehappy.I

tookapictureofthemandmoreaswell.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

Iwasputtingawaythenewhairordersthatwehave

justgottenandMemeGotinthestoreroomasI



wasunpacking.

Meme:"IseeyouandMrthere...youlikehimnow

?"

Me:"memeIamnotinthemoodfortalkstoday"

Meme:"firstdayandalreadyhemadeyouangry"

Me:"goafterhim,Idon'tcarereally.Iamnothere

forhimbuttowork"

Meme:"surethenIwillshootmyshot"

ShewalkedoutandIstoppedwhatIwasdoingand

sighed.Itouchedmyribareaandit'sabitpainful

butthepainisbearablesinceIdrankpainrelief.I

finishupandmyphoneringsandItakeitoutofmy

pantsandit'sBakang.MyheartbeatsfastandI

answershaking.

Me:"hello"

Bakang:"whyareyounothome?"

Me:"I..."

Bakang:"don'teventhinkoflyingbecauseIam

here.Iamcomingtofetchyouandyouwillbe



kickingandscreamingyourlungout"

Heclickedhistongueandhungup.Ilookedatmy

phoneandbitmybottomlip.Iamreallyscared,.

"Khensaniweneedyou,areyouok?"

Iwipedmytear.

Me:"yeahIamlet'sgo"

Shelookedatmeandwewalkedout.Iamscared.

Hereallywilldothat,Bakangisnotscaredof

anything.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Unathi:"WoahbabyIamjustsittingdontpushme.

"

Me:"justabitnana"

Unathi:"no,nono!"

Letho:"yesdaddypushmommy"



Theywaymyheartjustwarmswhenhearingthat.

Especiallyfromheritssopriceless.IpushUnathi

andthekidskeepswingingthemselvesonthe

swing.

Unathi:"IswearwhenIgetdownIwillkillyou

LindaniNgomane"

Me:"thenwhowillgiveittoyoulikeIdoifIamdead

"

Thekidslaugh,dotheyknowwhatIamtalking

about?

Unathi:"please"

Ipushherandletgoandsheisclosinghereyed

andscreaming.

Me:"drama!"

Thekidslaugh"

Unathi:"Iwanttogetdown"

Iheldherswingwhenitwascomingmywayand

sloweditdownandshegotoffandcametomeand

Imovedback.



Me:"Iamsorrynana"

ShehitmyshoulderandIchuckledandheldher

waistandsheclickedhertongue.Ikissedherneck.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Unathi:"Idon'tforgiveyou"

Anele:"pushmemommy"

Me:"Iwillpushyou"

Unathi:"haiyouwillsendoursonintheair"

Ichuckledandshewenttopushthem.Ilookedat

themandIsawafigureofmymtherinfrontof

Anele'sswing.

Anele:"Higogo"

Woah.

Me:"woahyou...yousawthat?"

Unathi:"sawwhat?"

Anelekeptonpushinghimselfafterunathigave

himaboost.ShewavedatAnelewhowavedback

smilingandIwasstunned.Shelooksmydirection



andsheholdsherhandstogetherbeforeshe

disappears.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

Welltodaywemadeverygoodmoney,Unathiwill

beveryimpressed.IwastellingLifathatIwillclose

theblindsshecangoandshewalkedoutand

Bakangcameinclappinghishands.

Bakang:"thisiswhereyoushowhow

unappreciatedyouare?"

Me:"Bakang"

Bakang:"shutup!"

Hesteppedcloserandimovedbackwardsandhe

keptoncomingtillIreachedthewallandhe

slappedmeandicriedandhepulledmebymyhair

draggingmelikehesaid.

Me:"Bakang!"



Bakang:"ShutupKhensani"

HestoppedtokickmeandIcoughedbeforehe

pulledmeonceagain.

"Voetseknjangowabaniumfazi(Voetsekdog,with

who'swife?)"

Bakang:"moveoutofmywayorIwillhityou"

Ntambochuckledandhepoundedonbakangwho

immediatelyleftmyhair.

Me:"Fezile!"

Ntambo:"youneedsomeonewhoisolderthanyou

"

Bakang:"isthiswhatyoudo?Aftereverything"

HepouncesatNtamboandtheyfight.

Me:"guysstop!"

Iheldmychest,theywerebothequallystrong.

Ntambotookoutaknife,TwostabsandBakang

wasonhiskneesandoneonhisneck..Icovered

mymouthinshock.

Me:"ohmyGod"



Ntambo:"youshit!"

Me:"Ohmygod"

IstoodupfromthefloorandImovedback.He

turnedtomeandlookedathishand.

Ntambo:"Khensani"

Me:"Stay...staythere"

Iwasshaking.

Ntambo:"Iwon'thurtyou"

Me:"youkilledhim"

Ntambo:"IknowbutIwon'thurtyou"

Icried.

Ntambo:"Iwon'thurtyou"

Hegottomeandhuggedme.

Ntambo:"areyouok?"

Me:"Iamscared"

Ntambo:"Iamsorry"

Isniffed.



Ntambo:"weneedtogethimtothecar."

Inodded.

Ntambo:"Iwillbeback."

HewashedhishandsbeforewalkingoutandI

lookedatBakanglayingthere.Hecamebackand

hecrouchednexttohim.

Ntambo:"let'scarryhim"

Webothassistedeachother,mypainwastheleast

ofmyproblemsatthemoment.Thecarwasvery

closeandthebootwasopen.Wethrewhiminand

wentbackinsideandcleanedupthewholeplace

tenntambotookcareofthesecurityfootagebefore

wewalkedoutlockingandgotinthecar.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Me:"thankyouforthesuggestiontocomehere"



Razor:"mypleasure"

Me:"areyouok?Youhaven'tbeenoksincethe

swingincident"

Razor:"Iam.Iammorethanok"

Me:"ifyousayso"

Razor:"wearedone?"

Me:"yeplet'sgohome"

Letho:"Mommy"

Me:"noLethokuhleKhumalolet'sgo"

Shesulked.ThisdivaMara.Wepackedup.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

wearrivedatanaboundedplace.Morelikeabush

typeofplaceandIamwearingNtambo'shoodie

becauseofthecoldbreeze.Weboughtashoveon

ourwayhereandheisdiggingahole.Hegetsdone



andthenhedragsBakanginitandIlookaway".

Me:"tellmewhenyouaredone"

IkeeponthelookoutandthenIhearhimcursing

beforeheburriedhimwiththesoilandgetsdoneas

well.

Ntambo:"youaresafe"

Inodded.

Me:"Ihopewewon'tbecaught."

Ntambo:"weareinthistogethernow"

Me:"yeah"

Inoddedandheperkedmyforehead.

Ntambo:"comewewillgotoaBNBandlookfora

placetomorrowok.?"

Me:"ok"

Amireallytrustinganothermanhere?Wewalked

backtothecarandgotinandIwaslostinthoughts.

Ntambo:"Iwon'thurtever"

Inodded.Godthisisamess.



.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:38] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert25

WegothomeandRazorwascarryingthekids

inside.TheyweresoundasleepinhisarmsandI

wenttothekitchen.TheleftoverfoodIpackedit

awayandthrewawaywhatneededtobethrown

away.Hegotinthekitchenandassistedmeandwe

weredone.

Me:"thankyoufortoday"

Razor:"it'stimeIstartedactinglikeafamilyman"

Me:"Ilovebothsides"

Heperksmylips.



Me:"shouldIcook?"

Razor:"ifwegethungrywewilljustorder",

Me:"ok,Ineedtobath"

Razor:"canIwashyourbody?",

Me:"youandmeinabathtubnaked?Yho"

Hepickedmeup.

Razor:"itwillbefun"

Me:"really?"

Razor:"Iwillteachyou"

Me:"Iwouldliketoseethat"

Razor:"beprepared"

Ikissedhislipsandwewenttothebathroomand

gotin.

.

.

*KHENSANI*



IwassittinginthecarwhileHewentouttosortthe

accommodationissueforthenight.Iamscared,I

amfrightenedandprayingthatIamreallysafe,I

don'ttrustmyselfaswellthatItrustNtambothat

easily,Iamscaredthepolicewillcatchusthatwe

killedBakang.WhatahecticSaturday.Iseehim

comingtothecarandhegotinside.

Ntambo:"wearesorted"

Inoddedandsighed.

Ntambo:"don'tworry.Igoteverything"

Me:"Iknow"

WhatdoyouknowKhensani?

Ntambo:"areyouworkingtomorrow?"

Me:"no"

Ntambo:"that'sgood."

Hedroveinsidetheplaceandwegotoutandmade

ourwayinside.Theroomwasneatandtidyaswell.

Ntambo:"Iwillsleeponthecouchandyoutakethe

bed"



Ibreathedout.

Ntambo:"letmeseethebruises"

Ilookedathim.

Ntambo:"ifyoudon'twanttoit'sfine"

ItookoffhishoodieandmytopandIwasleftwith

myboobs.Theyaresmallsotheydon'tneedabra

andtheyareupright.Hegoesaroundmeand

touchesthearea'sthathurt.

Me:"mmh"

Ntambo:"IwilltakeyoutotheDr"

Me:"noitfine.Youhavedoneenough"

Ntambo:"Iamstubbornsoletmebe"

Inodded.

Ntambo:"areyouhungry?"

Me:"yes"

HewalkedoutAndisatonthebed.

.

.



*UNATHI*

Me:"Iamneverdoingthatagain"

Razor:"weareexplores"

Me:"youexploretoomuch"

Ilookathimandhechuckles.

Razor:"cometobedalready"

Me:"wait"

IgotdressedandIgotonthebedandsatbetween

him.

Razor:"thishairsuitsyou"

Me:"it'saweavebabe"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"aren'tyoutakingitoff"

Me:"haiboNgomane"

Razor:"Iamasking"

Me:"it'sglued"



Razor:"ohIsee"

Heplayswithmyfingers.

Razor:"Youarechangingalotofthings"

Me:"like?"

Razor:"Ican'twaittoseeyouwalkdownthealter

andsayIdo,somethingIneverimagined"

Me:"thankyouforgivingmeasecondchance"

Hekissedmuchcheek.

Razor:"youdeserveit"

Ilaidonhischest.

Razor:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundme.Ilookedatmy

ringandsmiled,Iamgoingtotrymybesttobe

betterthistimearound.Waybetter.

.

.

*KHENSANI*



IgottimetobathandwhenhecamebackIwas

doneanddressed.Heplacedthefoodonthebed.

Me:"thankyou"

Ntambo:"youarewelcome"

Hepulledachairandsatinfrontofme.

Ntambo:"soKhenveleveleyoudon'tlikeme?"

Igiggled.

Me:"Ithoughtyouweregonnacomeaslike,grand

grandawungimatch?(Reallyyoudon'tlikeme?)"

Hechuckled.Heisscarybutgoodlookingifyou

juststareathim.

Ntambo:"Souyangimatch?(Youlikeme?)"

Me:"whydoyouwantmetolikeyou?"

Ntambo:"whynot?"

Me:"youareplayful"

Ntambo:"that'sme,butIcanbeseriousifIwantto

"



Hemovedcloser.

Ntambo:"youwantmetobehonest?"

Me:"please"

Ntambo:"Iamanexcon,IhaveBeeninandoutof

prison,IdisappointedmymotherandIhavenever

hadanythingsolidinmylifebutIamtryingtomake

somechangeinmylife.OnethingIwouldneverdo

inmylifeisbeatawomanuporevenholdher

agressivelybecauseiwouldn'twantanotherman

doingthattomymother,ifyouloveheryoulove

her"

Ilookedathimandhegotupandkissedmylips

layingmedownandIrespondedaswell.Iclosed

myeyesasmyheartwasbeatingandhebrokeit.

Ntambo:"eatthenrest"

InoddedandwesatupandIate.

.

.

.



Tobecontinued
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Insert26

IreallywastiredfromyesterdaybutasIhavemade

apromisetothepastorthatIwillcomeoncemore

thenIhavetokeepthatpromise.Ihavebeen

avoidinggoingtochurchbecauseIwasstaringmy

businessandnowIhavetogoandmaybegive

thanksforeverything.IgotoffthebedandRazor

groanedinannoyance.

Razor:"whyareyouwakingupearly?"

Me:wearegoingtochurch"

Heturnedtheotherway.

Me:"Awubabe"

Razor:"keepmeinyourprayersNana"

Me:"Aren'tyoucoming?"



Hepretendedheisasleep.Ihuffedandkissedhis

cheekbeforegettingoffthebedandIwenttogo

andbath.AfterIwasdoneIworeagownandwent

towakeupthekids.

Letho:"Mommy"

Shesaidstretchingherselfandyoucouldsee

Aneleisstillsleepylikehisfather.

Me:"comelet'sgobathsowecangotochurch"

Letho:"thereisicecreaminchurch"

Me:"ifwegoIwillbuyahappymealandicecream

"

Shesmiled.ThisKid.

Letho:"ok.Anelecome"

Theygotoffthebed.ImadethebedandItookout

clothesforthemandthenwenttobaththemboth,

afterthatigotthemoutandwenttolotionthemand

gettheminunderwearbeforeIwenttoirontheir

clothesandgotthembothdressedandwrappeda

gownaroundthem.

Me:"comelet'sgomakesomefood"



TheyfollowedmeandwewenttothekitchenandI

madesomecerealsforthemandfedthemtillthey

weredoneandIatesomethingaswellbeforegoing

togetdressed.Razorwasstillasleep.

Me:"Baby"

Igotonhim.

Razor:"Mmmh"

Me:"don'tyouwannacome?"

Razor:"mmhmmh"

Iwhisperedinhisear.

Me:"Iwillstayawhileweekhere."

Heopenedhiseyes.

Me:"come"

Heshookhisheadandclosedhiseyes.Okthat

failedIguess.IgotoffhimandIgotdressedina

semiformaloutfitandhishoes.Ididmyhairwell

andsomemakeuphereandtheretoWakeupthe

faceandIthengotdoneandtookmybagandI

kissedhischeekandwalkedout.



Me:"comelet'sleave"

TheyjumpoffthecouchandItaketheirhandsand

wewalkout.IwonderwhereNtamboisat,atthe

moment.Iopenedthedoorandgottheminand

buckledbeforeIgotinmysideandIdroveoffto

church.

Letho:"arewethereyet?"

Me:"patience.Wewillgetthere"

Shenoddedandmyphonerang,Itookitand

answeredit.

Me:"hello"

Razor:"YouarestayingthewholeweekNana"

Me:"butyouarenothere"

Razor:"youwillfindmehere.Enjoy"

Me:"thehusbandyouwillbe"

Razor:"andtheBlackmailingwifeyouare"

Ichuckled.

Razor:"youforgottosayILoveyou"



Me:"IloveyouLindani"

Razor:"IloveyoutooNana"

Me:"IamdrivingIhavetogo"

Razor:"sure"

Ihungupandputmyphonedownandconcerntrate

ontheroad.

.

.

*MAMTHOBENI*

IwokeupabitlatethanusualandImightloosemy

jobforthat.IhaveneverwokenuplateandIdon't

knowwhyIwokeuplatebecauseIsleptearly,Ihad

aheadacheyesterdayandmightbethosepillsMr

Ngemaofferedformetotakethathadsuchan

effect.Itwasasunnydayaswellandbrighterthan

ever.HowcouldImissthesun?Iwalkinsidethe

houseandstopmytrackswhenIhearhimcallme

andIamintrouble.



Me:"Mnumzane(Sir)"

Hechuckled.

Smiso:"Pleasefollowme"

Iwasnervousandshakingandscaredatthesame

time.Ifollowedhimandheledmetothedining

areaanditwasdisplayedwithbreakfasttreatsand

foodaswell,whomadethisbecauseIamsurehe

can't.Notinanoffensiveway.Hehandsflowers

thatwereonthetabletomethenopensachairfor

me.Iamfamishedandstillamazedwithwhat's

uponme.

Smiso:"Howisyourheadache?"

Ilookedathim..

Me:"muchbetterthankyou"

Henoddedandkissedmycheekbeforegoingtosit

nexttome,facingthewholefeastandmeaswell.

Me:"Sir..."

Helooksatme.

Me:"Smisowhatisthisallabout?"



Smiso:"doesn'tamanspoilhiswomanonceina

while"

Me:"youmadethis?"

Smiso:"no,Ihiredsomeonetodoeverythingfor

theday"

Me:"oh"

Hetakesmyhand.

Smiso:"asoldasIam,Istillromanticatthisage"

Me:"youdon'tlookold"

Hechuckled.

Smiso:"youdon'taswell.Howoldareyoumylady?

"

Ismiled.

Me:"55"

Smiso:"Stillyoungandyoungerthanme."

Me:"Isee"

Hetakesbreadandbreaksitandbuttersitthen

feedsmeit.Ishyawaybecausethisexperienceis



allnew.Ichewonthebread.

Me:"it'snice."

Smiso:"it's-"

Me:"don'tsayitbecauseIwillforget"

Hechuckled.Hestandsupandleansmysideand

givesmeakiss.

Smiso:"IamtoooldtochasearoundSiwe"

Smiso:"AllmyyearsitfeltlikeIhadonlyafew

yearsofaseriousrelationship,IwantsomeoneI

willdiewithnow.Idon'twantustowasteeach

other'stimes"

Me:"whatareyoumeaning?"

Smiso:"CanIfindwhatIamlookingforinyou?"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Idon'tknow.Iamscared"

Smiso:"don'tbe"

Slowjazzstartstoplayandit'sjustinstrumentals

Smiso:"let'seat"



Hesitsbackdown.Whydidhiswifeandhimnot

workout.Heisagentleman.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

"Khenareyoudone?"

ItaketheclothesoffthebedandIfoldthemand

lookedatmyself.Thisoutfitit'sok.Igoopenthe

doorbeforehebreaksitdownandhelooksatme

fromthebottomtothetop.

Ntambo:"Iamuncomfortable"

Ilookatmyself.

Me:"why?It'srefreshing"

Ntambo:"it'srevealing"

Me:"it'sashortonlyFezileandyouboughtit"

Ntambo:"Ithoughtitreachedtheknees"

Me:"so..."



Ntambo:"ifyoufeelokthenit'sfine"

Isighed.Bakangwouldhavesmashedmewiththis

wall.

Ntambo:"Ipromiseyouthatyouareok"

Me:"ok"

Heperkedmylips.Secondtimehekissesmylips

andIdon'tknowhowtojudgethat.Hegoesinside

andtakestherestofourstuffandkeys.

Ntambo:"let'sgo"

Hetakesmyhandandwewalkout.Wegettothe

carandgetinbeforehedrivesoff.Heplayssome

musicwhileatit.

Me:"amIgoinghome?"

Ntambo:"no,wearegonnafindaproper

2bedroomapartmentandwewillshareit"

Me:"ohw"

Ntambo:"Iwanttokeepyousafe"

Idon'tknowaboutthat.WestartedattheDranhe

checkedmeandgivemeoilstocaressmybody



withandmedicationandwethenwenttoeatbefore

goingapartmenthunting.Thefirstonewemeta

whiteladyanditwasbyPretoriawest.Wegotthere

andIwasreallyscared,myinstinctsaysrelax.You

aregoodbutmybrainsaysthat'showit'sstarted

withBakangremember?SoIdon'tknow.

Ntambo:"come"

Wemadeourwayoutofthecarandmetthesales

womanIguess.Shesmiledandsaidwewereright

ontime,yesterdaysheviewedittoacoupleand

theyhaven'tgottenbacktoher.Shewastalkingnon

stopaboutthepreviousviewer'sandall.Wefinally

gettotheapartmentandsheopensthenwewalk

inside.It'sbeautifulandveryspacious.

Ntambo:"Howmuch?"

Her:"R5400permonth"

Henoddedthat'salot.

Her:"ithastwobedroomsandonebathroomand

alsoaparkingspace"

Ntambo:"isitsafeforher?"



Her:"definitely"

Henodded.Iwassilentandhetookmyhandand

wewalkedtothebedroomside,itwasreally

wonderful.

Ntambo:"uthini?(Whatdoyousay?)"

Me:"it'snice,verynicebutyouaretheonebuying"

Ntambo:"Monamour"

Ismiled.Thatname,hechuckled

Ntambo:"youshouldseeyourface"

Me:"it'sfine"

Henoddedandtookmyhandandwewalkedout.

Lady:"sohowisit?"

Ntambo:"wearetakingit."

Her:"wonderful"

Ntambo:"wecanmoveintoday?"

Lady:"yesofcause.Justneedtodosome

paperworkandit'syours"

Ntambo:"wonderful"



Wewalkalloutandfollowtothecarsbefore

followinghertoheroffice.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Wegottochurch.Ishouldhaveleftthesetwoat

homebecausetheykeeponfidgiting.Thepraise

andworshipfilledmyhearttodayandIreallyam

startingtolovechurchaswell.

Pastor:"Matthew16:16SimonPeteranswered,

“YouaretheMessiah,theSonofthelivingGod.”

Congregation:"Amen!"

Pastor:"hesaid-?"

Congregation:"“YouaretheMessiah,theSonofthe

livingGod.”

Pastor:"mayUnathiNgemacomeheretothefront

"

Me:"whatdidIdo?"



Iquestionmyself.

Letho:"that'syoumommy"

Pastor:"comemychild.Mayweclaphandsforher

"

Irise.Andmakemywaytohimwhileeveryone

clapstheirhands,Iwasnervousandeveryoneis

lookingatme.

Pastor:"seethiswonderfulwoman"

congregation:"yes!"

Pastor:"Youseethosekidsnexttoher?"

Theyagree.

Pastor:"GodblessedthatboyKwaNgemawith

themathousandtimes"

Congregation:"mmmh"

Pastor:"UyaziuNkulunkulumeseethi

uyabonakalisauyabonakalisangawe

kubbangakubhekanga(WhenGodshowshimself.

Heshowshimselfthroughyou,theonetheydidn't

expect)"



Hepointsatthecongregation.Welookatthedoor

andRazorwalkedin.

Pastor:"myGod.Comeheremyson,claphandsfor

him"

Theywerelighterthanmine.Hecameforth

Letho:"Anelethat'sdaddy!"

Igavethemadeathstarebutshegiggled.

Pastor:"youarereallyblessedmyson."

RazornoddedandIlookedathim.

Pastor:"AsIwassaying.Heblessedhimandinhis

blessingsheshallreceive.Hayinisazomkhuluma

makholwangiyaziomamDlaminibedlaamakhekhe

netiyebedikidana(youwillstillgossipabouthim

FellowChristian's,IknowMrsDlaminiandthe

otherseatingbiscuitswithteagossiping)"

Thechurchlaughedhestartedwalkingaround.

Razorheldmyhand.

Pastor:"youhearthemsayheheheWho's

daughteristhis,hehehewho'ssonisthat"



Hestops.

Pastor:"areyouachildofGodcontentlybeinga

judgeJudy?"

Congregation:"no!"

Heraisedhishandsandcamebacktous.

Pastor:"yourmarriagewillbeblessed.Kneelbefore

memykids."

alsoembarrassedWeturnedtohimandkneeled

beforehimholdinghands.Hestartstoprayover

ourheads.Iwonderwhotoldhimwearegetting

married.MaybeRazormentionedthatdetailtohim.

Whenhewasdonethecongregationclappedthe

handsandwewenttositdownandsometurnedto

congratulateus.Nicebunch.

Razor:"IfIknewthiswasgoingonIwouldn'thave

came."

Me:"youmissedus"

Razor:"Idid"

Letholaidherheadonhischestasshewassitting

onhislap.Anelejustrestedhisheadonmylap.



.

.

*KHENSANI*

afterwhatwasnecessarywasdonewewenttothe

mallandheboughttwobeds,Fridgeandallthat's

importantandneededanditwillbedelivered.Ijust

thinkheisdoingtoomuchandthenafterlikewe

needsomeblanketsoweboughttwoandafleece

andalsoclothesforbothofus.Nottoomuch.

NowitwaslikeIamspendinganditseemsto

amusehim.Wewenttogogroceryshoppingand

boughtmissingappliances,likeakettleandiron

andwhatnotaswellanditwasalldone.Iwastired

whenweweredone.Wethenloadedthingsinthe

carandhedroveoff.

Ntambo:"wewilldroptheseoffandgofetchyour

things"

Isighed.

Ntambo:"don'tworry"



Inodded.Wegottotheapartmentandweoff

loadedfromthecarandwhadanhourbeforethe

deliverytruckisherewiththebigStuff.Wewent

backtothecarandhedroveofftowhereIusedto

live.ManwasIscaredandnervousaswell.Wegot

tothesettlementsandheparkedthecarnearthe

roadsideandlockedit.

Ntambo:"let'sgo"

Me:"youstayhere"

Ntambo:"Khensaniwewon'targue"

Inoddedandwewalkedthroughthehousesand

gottoourshackandtheneighbourwasout.Oh

howIhateherforalwaysreportingtoBakang.

Her:"ehKhensani,otlisabanna,Bakangakekea

thabelahoutloaseo(youbringmen,Bakangwon't

behappytohearthat)"

Ntambo:"Y-

Me:"don't"

Her:"untebetseempautseba'nete(ignoremebut

youknowIamtellingthetruth)"



Iopenedthedoor.

Me:"stayhere.

HenoddedandIgotinandliftedthebedandtook

theenvelopethatcontainedmydocumentsand

checkedinsidebeforeIwalkedout.

Ntambo:"goteverything?"

Inodded.

Ntambo:"oklet'sgo"

Wewalkedoff

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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AfterchurchwemetwiththePastorandheshared

afewversesandsaidthatAneleandRazorare

specialpeople.Razorwellhedoesn'tbelievethat

butIbelievethattheyarereally.Weallleftin

differentcarsandIwenttodropthecaratthe

housebeforeweallleftforMcDonaldasIhave

promisedtothekids.WegotthereandIorderedfor

everyoneandIpaid,it'snotacrimetopay

sometimesladiesright?Thekidswenttoplayabit.

Me:"youlookannoyed."

Razor:"Iwasn'tplanningongoingtochurchtoday"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Iperkedhislips.

Razor:"it'sok"

Me:"IamworriedaboutNtamboisheok?"

Razor:"yesheisok"

Me:"okthat'sfinethen."

Razor:"soyouaregonnastaythewholeweek?"

Me:"yesIwill,apromiseisapromise"



Razor:"Ineedtosendmyuncle'sfastsowecan

getmarriedandlivetogetherwithourson"

Me:"Ican'twaitforthat.Iwillplanthingswithyou

involvedaswell"

Razor:"Iambadatmakinggirlydecisions"

Me:"Ihavebeenthinkinglove"

Razor:"yesNana"

Me:"ThatIwantustohaveyouknowanice

convenientweddinganditshouldbeinthe

townshipandalsothetraditionalweddingsameday

sowecangetitoveranddonewith."

Razor:"Ifyoulikeit"

Me:"Iloveit.That'swhyIhavebeenthinking.We

getmarriedinchurchandThepastorblessesour

marriage"

Razor:"Ifeellikethepastorisstealingyoulittleby

little"

Ilaughed

Me:"no.Heisnot.ChurchisniceandIwantto



constantlygowiththekids."

Razor:"youmentionedthekidsandnotme"

Me:"andyoutoo"

Razor:"Noyousaidit"

Me:"WearenotgoingtofightthisNgomane"

Razor:"saythatagain"

Me:"Mshika,Ngomane"

Hekissedmylips.

Razor:"Iloveyou"

Me:"NgikuthandamoreSthandwaSam(Iloveyou

moremylove)"

Irestedmyheadonhischestaswewaitedforour

order.

.

.

*KHENSANI*



wewentpasttheSteersdrivethruandboughtsome

takeawaybeforegoingtotheflatandthedelivery

peoplewerethere.Theygotthethingsinsideand

wethankedthem.Ntambotookoffhistopand

shoesandhewasleftinhisjeans.Iexpectedalot

oftattoosorsomethingbutjustoneonhisright

upperchestandheseemslikeanactivepersonas

well.

Ntambo:"arewegonnaeatfirst?"

Me:"wecanunpackandyoucaneat"

Ntambo:"Iwillhelpyou"

Me:"ok"

Westartedunpacking.Westartedwiththe

bedroomsandsetupthebedsandthenIrinsedthe

linenAndNtambowouldputitandhewas

frustratedbythesheet.Ilaughed.

Ntambo:"laughatme"

Me:"letmehelp"

Ihelpedhimbythesidethatwasgettingtohim.

Me:"Youwerepullingagressively,comesee"



Hestoodbehindme,thesideismorevisiblesoI

don'tknow.IgotdoneandIwasabouttoturnand

heheldmywaist.Ifroze.

Ntambo:"becarefulbeforeyoubumpyourselfinto

me."

Me:"sorry"

Wemadethebedtohisroomanditwasdoneand

thenwewenttotheroomIwillbeusingandwegot

done.WedidotherplacesseparatelyaswellandI

wastired.Ipackedthefoodawayatleastthenthe

restwewillcarryontomorroworanotherday.We

tookourfoodandwarmeditbeforewesatdownto

eat.

Ntambo:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"Iamgood"

Ntambo:"Mmmh"

WeatethenafterIwenttothrowawaytherestof

thecontainersandthencleanedup.

"Ifeeltired.Ineedknewmovingisthistiring"

Me:"yeahitis"



Ntambo:"don'tworryyouaresafe"

Me:"thankyou"

.

.

*MAMTHOBENI*

afterthebreakfastwehad,wewenttolunchand

wouldsitoutsideandenjoytheviewofthishouse.

Itwasrelaxingandalsoniceaswewouldtalkand

gettoknowbitsoffeachother.Hewentontogo

andanswerhiphomeandIsattherebythepool

sidejustthinkingofwhathesaidandwhathement.

Hegotbackandsatnexttomeandkissedmyhand.

Smiso:"Iwastalkingtomybrothersaboutthe

negotiations."

Me:"whenaretheyhappening?"

Smiso:"thefollowingweekend."

Me:"that'swonderfulforUnathi"

Smiso:"Iguess"



Therewassilence.

Smiso:"icecream?"

Me:"thatwouldbewonderful"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Ihopeit'snotsomeItalianicecream"

Helaughed.

Smiso:"noit'sjustVanilla.Come"

Hetookmyhandandhekissedmyforeheadand

westoodupandwentinside.

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

.

.

OurorderscameandIcalledthekidstocomeand

eatandweallate.Thissightwasexcitingandheart

warmingaswell.



Anele:"Mommyidon'tlikethisgreenthing"

Hetookoutthepicklesfromhisburger.

Me:"ok"

Hecarriedoneating.

Razor:"Thisissmall"

Me:"haahbabewhatdoyouwantmore"

Razor:"somedesertwouldhavebeennice"

Me:"sies"

Hechuckled.

Letho:"yay!Icecream!"

Me:"no"

Letho:"butit'snottwelvemommy"

Me:"it'sone"

Shesulked.

Razor:"yourtimelimithasn'tcomesoIwillbuyit"

Letho:"thankyoudaddy"

Ilookedathimandheshrugged.



Me:"whenyouaredonewewillleave"

Letho:"Ok"

Theykeptoneating.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Wefeltyoungforamomenttodayandalsomatured

aswell.Thedoorbellrangashehadmyfeetonhis

lapandthenthedooropenedandIremovedmy

legsandhestoodup.

Smiso:"Bulelwa"

Hisexwifelookedatme.

Bulelwa:"Ihadtohearitfrommybrotherthat

Unathiisout"

Smiso:"youleftherhighanddry"

Bulelwa:"sheismydaughterandwhatareyou

doingonmycouch!"



Smiso:"wearedivorcedandgetoutofmyhouse.

Don'tbargelikeyouownit."

Istoodupandworemyshoesleavingthemarguing

there.Iamtoooldforthisbehaviour.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*MERCY*

Iwasrushingaroundthekitchen.Theyreallymean

businessthosewomenwhogiveusmarriage

advices.It'snotawalkintheparkanddefinitely

wasn'toverthepastfewyearsaswellespecially



ourfirsttwoyearsofmarriage.Itwasalso.Ipat

aroundmybodyandtakeofftheapronandIam

startledbyashortfigurenexttome.Hesmiles

andIdothesame.

Me:"morning"

Heliftshislunchbagtome.Ihavebeenlookingfor

it.

Me:"thankyou"

Phila:"Daddydressedmeup"

Me:"Icansee.WhereisYolanda?"

Shecomesdownthestairsandherhairisdone.

Sheisgrownaswell.

Yolanda:"MorningMomandBlueberry"

PhilafrowsandItakehiminmyarmsandplace

himinthecounterandIfeedhimandSandilewalks

inwhenIamaboutfinishedfeedingPhila,he

kissesmycheekandreachesforthefruitbasket

infrontofmeandtakesapeachandapple.

Me:"Sitdownyouarenotgoingtoworkwithout

eating"



Sandile:"babealotofworkiswaitingforme"

Ishookmyhead.

Yolanda:"daddywasleavingus"

Me:"Isee"

ShecarriesoneatingandIgiveSandilehisfood

andwipePhilasande'sfaceandgethimdowntogo

rinsehismouth.

Me:"didhebrushhisteeth?"

Sandile:"ibrushedhim"

Me:"thankyou"

Ikisshischeek.

Me:"youhaveameetingtoday?"

Sandile:"at10h45"

Helookedathiswatch.Ilookathim.Iamscared,I

AlmostlosthimandIalmostmiscarriedPhilaas

well.Itwastoughforme.AsmuchasIwantedto

leavehimbutthewholeaccidentheneededme.

Thethoughtsofseeinghimlayingtherewith

multiplemachinesaroundhimstillscaresmeeven



whenheisasleepnexttome.

Sandile:"Mercy!"

Me:"love"

Sandile:"Iwascallingyou,"

Me:"ohIamSorry"

Hestandsupwithhisfinishedplateandhe'stothe

sinkanddrinkswaterandturnstomeandhe

comesandholdsmywaist.

Sandile:"itwas5yearsago"

Me:"Iamnotateasethatthosepeoplewerenot

foundandputbehindbars."

Sandile:"don'tworry.Yourbodydoesn'tneed

stress"

Hekissesme.

Sandile:"ok?"

Me:"ok"

Sandile:"howaboutwegetyoupregnant?"

Me:"gotowork"



Hechuckled.

Sandile:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Wekissed

"Ewwumommyiskissingaboy"

Webrokeit.

Sandile:"andmommyistheonlyoneallowedto

kissaboy"

Yolanda:",howmanyboys?"

Me:"twoboys"

Sandile:"whoisthesecondone?"

Me:"philacome"

Phila:"nomommyIdon'twant"

HewalkedoffandYolandatooktheirlunchbags

andwalkedoff.

Sandile:"Iwillseeyoubaby"

Me:"haveagoodday"



Theywalkedout.Ifinishedstudyingangotmy

degreeandalsodidmyhonoursandnowIam

doingmyMastersandwhy?BecauseIamahouse

wife,sandilewouldratherhavemestudybutnot

work.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

ImovedthesealedboxesofsomeappliancesandI

couldn'tfindthekettle.

"Youarelookingforsomething"

Iturnedandhewalkedinwearinghist-shirt.I

swallowed.

Me:"Iamlookingforthekettle.Ineedsomecoffee

"

Ntambo:"morning"

Me:"goodmorning"

Ntambo:"howdidyousleep?"



WelluntilthefearofBakanghauntedme.

Me:"good"

Ntambo:"good"

Heperkedmylipsholdingmywaistandthenwent

toopenthecupboardsandsearched.

Ntambo:"Idon'tseeit"

Me:"meeither"

Itouchedmylips.Hislipssmeltofmint,Itouched

mywaist.

Ntambo:"ohhere"

Me:"thankyou"

Ntambo:"pouritinatravelingmugbecauseyou

willbelate"

Inodded.

Ntambo:"Iamgoingtowearshoes"

Hewalkedoff.Waitishetakingmetowork?I

decidedtokeepquietandmadethecoffeeandthen

Iwasdoneandpoureditinatravelingmugand



tookmybagoffthetvstandandmyphoneandhe

camebackwithcarkeys.

Ntambo:"let'sgo"

Inodded.Iwon't.Askanything,wewalkedoutof

thebuildingandWegotinthecarandhestarted

anddroveoff.

Ntambo:"(singing)phezukomuntuwomuntu,

phezukomuntuamalobolo,phezukomuntu

oshadilebamnandiabantubabantu"

Hekeptonsingingandbobblinghishead.

Ntambo:"Letmeputsomemusicon"

Hedid.

Ntambo:"sotellmehowyouendedupwithhim"

Me:"thingsweren'tokathomesowerantogether

here"

Henodded.

Me:"haveyouseenyourmother?"

Hewasquiet.



Ntambo:"no"

Inodded.Heheldmyhand,Ilookedatitand

lookedaway.

Me:"Ilovethissong"

Heturneditupandsmiled.

Ntambo:"singit"

Me:"ha"

Hechuckled.

Ntambo:"comeon"

Me:"it'salreadyattheend"

Ntambo:"Iamsureyouhaveitonyourphone"

Me:"Ido"

Ntambo:"connectit.Iwanttohearwhatismy

futurewife'sfavouritesong"

Me:"wife?"

Ntambo:"MrsDuma.MamuMthombeni"

Ilaughed.



Me:"listentothissong"

Itookoutmyphoneandconnectedandstarted

playingit.WelistenedtoitandhewassilentandI

sawasmile.Isangalong.

"NguwenaOwami,

akhekhoengimbonayongaphandlekwakho

Inhliziyoicul'ulozolo

Makengabonalentsizwa

NguwenaOwami

Akekhoengimbonayongaphandlekwakho

Inhliziyoicul'ulozolo

Makengabonalentsizwa

Nomakanjani,aweDaliwami

Nomakanjani,aweDaliwami......"

Ntambo:"AweDali"

Ilaughed.

Me:"youareforward"



Ntambo:"singitformeonourweddingday"

Me:"Please"

Hehadastraightface.

Ntambo:"Iwillmarryyoukhensani.Justwaitand

see"

Isheserious?Ilookedathimthenbackatmy

phoneandthesongchanged.

.

.

*UNATHI*

itookthekidstoschoolandRazorrushed

somewhereafterworkIwenttofetchthemsoIcan

dropLethooffatNtethelelo'shouse.

Letho:"canIplayagamemommy?"

ShesaidfromthebackseatandIgavethemmy

phoneandIdroveoff.Itrangandgoodthingitwas

connectedsoIanswered



Me:"hello"

Qamo:"helloMrs,youforgotaboutme"

Me:"it'sbeenhecticlately.Howareyou?"

Qamo:"guesswhoisback"

Me:"who?"

Qamo:"thedevilinawoman'sbody"

Me:"Iamlost"

Qamo:"Yourmother"

Me:"haibodon'tsayshe'smother.

Qamo:"whatever,sheishereforyourlobola"

Me:"Iwillgoallwhateveronherifsheruins

anything"

Qamo:"youknowher.AndIgotyouadressforthe

day"

Me:"wowthanks.Ihavewrittenamenuaswell"

Qamo:"foryourinlaws?"

Me:"yes.Iamnervous"



Qamo:"that'ssocute.LookIhavetogo.Loveyou"

Me:"loveyourselfaswell"

Wehungup.

Letho:thedevilisback?"

Me:"no"

Shewassilent,thischildtalkstoomuchandit

worriesmesometimes.WegottoAndiswa'shouse

andthegatewasopenedformeandIdroveinand

thenunbuckledthemandItookLetho'sbagsand

wewalkedinside.ThedooropenedbyZikhali

Me:"hi"

Hehuggedthemandtheyrushedinsideand

jumpedonNtethelelo.

Me:"Hi"

Andiswastoodupandhuggedme.Iwastaken.

Me:"icanfeelit"

Shelaughed.

Andiswa:"howareyou?"



Me:"Iamwell"

Ntethelelo:"Imissedyouguys"

Zikhali:"wemissedyou"

Welookedatthem.

Letho:"daddydaddy"

Ntethelelo:"yesbaby"

Letho:"mommyisgettingmarriedtodaddy2.Iam

gonnahavetwomommiesandtwodaddies"

Anele:"yay!"

Zikhali:"yay!"

Theyjumpedonhim.

Ntethelelo:"don'tjumptoomuch"

Andiswa:"youaregettingmarried?"

Me:"yes.ToAnele'sFather"

Andiswa:"wowcongrats"

Me:"thanks"

Ntethelelo:"youshouldbringhimfordinner"



Me:"to?"

Andiswa:"uhmyes,sowecanknowhimsincewe

allrevolvearoundthekidsandgettoknowhim"

Me:"Iwilllethimknow,wehavetogo"

Anele:"arh"

Andiswa:"youwillcomesoonbaby"

Me:"yes,comebyeeveryone"

Wewavedandwalkedoutgettinginthecar.I

starteditanddroveofftowork.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Bulelwa:"gomakesometeaformeandstopsitting

down"

Ilookedather.

Bulelwa:didn'tyouhearme?"

Iatemychocolatecoatedstrawberries.



Bulelwa:"Isaid....."

"Youwillnotdothatinmyhouse.Youwillnottalk

toDiedlikethat"

Hecameforth.

Bulelwa:"sheisaworkersheshouldbedoingher

work"

Smiso:"that'swhereyouarewrong.Sheismy

partnerandnotyourmaid"

Sheclickedhertongue

Bulelwa:"noonewillmakeyouashappyasme"

ShewalkedoffandIlaughedbymistake.Smiso.Hi

kids.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Hesatdownnexttome.

Smiso:"Iseeyougotmygift"

Me:"yes.Thankyou"

Smiso:"Iamsorryaboutallofthis"

Me:"it'sok.Icanhandleher"



Smiso:"shewillbegonesoon"

Me:it'syourhouse"

Hekissedmycheek.

Me:"howwasyourday?"

Smiso:"Iamretiringsoon.AneleisyoungandI

needsomeonetoheadthecompanythat'smylittle

issuebutIgotsomeonetoday"

Me:"that'swonderful"

Smiso:"Iwanttocuddle"

Me:"weareoldforsex"

Helaughed.

Smiso:"Istillhaveenergy.Howaboutwesee?"

Me:"tricks"

Smiso:"youareverylovablePhilisiwe"

Me:"thankyou”

Hekissedmylipsandheldmyhand.

Smiso:"Iloveyou"



Ismiled.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Smiso:"thatcuddle"

Me:"wecancuddle"

HechuckledAndwegotupfromthegardenbench

andheldhandswalkinginside.Bulelwalookedatus

whileshewaswatchingTVandwewalkedupthe

stairs.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Thisisamess.Areallybigone.Hepunchesmy

stomachandIcoughandbloodcameoutasthe

otherswereholdingme.It'sbecausethereare3of

themandonlyoneofmeandcaughtmeoffguard.

Guy:"doyouknowwhoweare?"

Me:"Khumalobrothers"



Ayanda:"Iwanttoteachyoualesson"

ThedooropenedandWendywaspushedin.

Wendy:"Ididn'tstealanymoney"

Thelo:"shutup!"

Heslappedher.

Zamani:"youknowher?"

Me:"no,whywouldImesswithmystepdaughter's

family?That'slikekillingherandmyfiancenot

seeingheragain"

Wendy:"heknowsme"

Me:"ifitwasmethentakethegunandpullthe

trigger.IloveUnathitodoherlikethat.Idoclean

stuff.Ihavemyonebusiness"

Zamani:"Unathi?That...."

Me:"don'tyouevencallherabit

Me:"wewilltalkaboutthatlater.

Wendy:"hetookit"

Mbongeni:"butwetraceditinheraccount"



Wendy:"no"

Ayanda:"wearesorryman"

Me:"Yeah,Iwouldn'trisknotseeingmysonagain"

Thelo:"ohyouarethefatherofthatsilentthing"

Me:"thewordsagain"

Theyletmego"

Zamani:"wewillteachyou,"

Istoodupandwalkedout

Wendy:"Iwillgetyou!"

TheytaizoredherandIcarriedonwalking.That

wascloseandpainful.Ican'tbelievetheybelieved

thatsillystory.Icalledntambo.

Ntambo:"Iamnotcomingback,Iamlivingwith

mywoman"

Me:"wewilltalkaboutthatlater.Ineedyoutotake

moneyfromWendy'saccountandoutitinanother

that'suntraceableandthenwesplitit."

Ntambo:"it'sdoneV"



Me:"sure"

Ihungup.IgotatextfromUnathi"

**"weneedtotalkbabe"***

OhmyGod.Ihopeit'snothingserious.

.

.

.

[09/17,16:39] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert29

Iwasdoingsomeone'snails.YesImayownthe

placebutIalsodonailshereandthereand

applicationoftheweaveaswellaspeoplewho

comejusttoapplymakeup.It'ssurprisinghow

muchreallywomenspendjusttofilluptheirfaces

andlookpretty.Foragoodweavewearetalking

thousandthatcouldhaveboughtsomething

neededforsomewhereelse.That'shair.Nails,



lashes,makeupkitalljustsumsuptobigmoney

thatcanbewashedawayafterafewhours.Don't

getmestartedonthewaterproofmakeup.These

womensittingherewantqualityandweprovide

qualityandtheydon'tmindpaying.Wedon'tonly

accommodaterichwomenandtrophywivesbut

anyonewhoiswelcome,italldependsonwhatyou

want.

Lady:"theselookwonderfulwithmynewhair.I

can'twaittodigsomethingonthem"

Me:"digaback"

Lady:"surewill"

Welaughed.

Me:"Iwillberightback."

Ilefthersothenailsandgelcouldsettlewell.I

wenttoKhensani.

Me:"Iheardmybrotherinlawwashereduring

lunch"

Shejumped.

Khensani:"ohFezile?Yes"



Me:"spillit"

Shesighed.

Khensani:"okIwasthinkingofgivinghima

chance"

Isqueeled.

Me:"ohmyGodIamsohappyforyou.Ihaven't

knownhimforlongbutIknowthesemenarethe

sweetest.

Khensani:"Iamworried."

Ialmostblurtedabouttheabuseissue.

Me:"don'tbe.Helovesyou.Enjoyhim"

Khensani:"youaretalkinglikeIshoulddevourhim"

Me:"youdirtymind"

Welaughedandshelookedattheceilingbittingher

lip.

Me:"uhmearthtoyou"

Khensani:"sorry"

Me:"letmeleaveyoudaydreamingabouttheman



"

Khensani:"mxm"

WelaughedandIwalkedaway.

.

.

*MERCY*

ThekidswillbebackanytimesoonnowsoIwent

oncookingandIpreparedlittlesnacksiftheyget

herebeforeIamdone.Mymotherinlawcalleda

fewminutesagoaskingmetocomevisitwiththe

kidssoonandIagreed.Wellmyfatherinlawstill

doesn'tlikeme,hehasacceptedthatSandileandI

aretogetherbutstilldoesn'twantme.Idon'tknow

whyreallyandIwouldentertainitbecauseItriedin

thepast.Ihearfootstepsapproaching..

Yolanda:"Hellomommy"

Me:"youarebackearly"

Yolanda:"daddygetfetchedussayinghehasa



headache"

Me:"goundressyouandyourbrotherthencome

andeat.Mommymadesnacks"

Theyranoff.Imovedtothelounge.Sandile

walkedinandhetookoffhisblazerandthrewthe

carkeysonthetableandsatonit.

Me:"howwasyourday?"

Sandile:"Ihaveaheadache.Thenewclientis

demanding."

Me:"Iwilldishupforyouthenyoucantakepain

killers.

Sandile:"orIcanskipfood.Letthekidseatand

drinkpanadoorAllergexthenIeatyou"

Me:"somuchforbeingsick"

Hechuckledandpulledmetohim.

Sandile:"youaremycure"

Me:"foraheadche?No"

Hechuckled.



Sandile:"theDroncetoldme"

Me:"hewaswrong"

Thedoorbellrang.

Me:"whomayitbe?"

Sandile:"Iwillgetit"

Igotoffhimandhestoodupandwalkedtothe

door.IwenttothekitchenandItookpainkillersin

thetopcupboardforhimandgotwaterandhe

calledme.

Sandile:"Babe!"

Me:"Iamcoming."

Iwalkedintheloungeandtherewasateenagerboy

sittinginthelivingroom.Hedidn'tlookgood,like

hewasondrugsorsomething.

Me:"uhmhi"

Iputeverythingdownandhejuststoodupand

cametohugmecrying.

Him:"IamgladIfoundyou"



Me:"uhm...."

Him:"Ican'tstaywiththem.Shemistreatsme

MercyIcan'tanymore.ShefeedsmedrugsIcan't"

Iremovedhimfrommeandwipedhistearsand

lookedathim,myeyesbecameglossy.

Me:"Pelo"

HenoddedandIhuggedhimcrying.Iheldhimfor

dearlife.Helookssmallandtinylikeheisdying.

Me:"what'swrong?YoucamefromPretoria?"

Henoddedfast.

Thapelo:"Yes.Icouldn't"

Hescratchedhimself."

Sandile:"ithinkheneedstofreshenupandeat

beforeanything.Togethimcomfortable"

Inoddedtryingtowipemytears.WhereisMom?

Whyishelikethis.

"Mommywearedone"

Sandile:"goeatbabies"



TheylookedatThapeloandtheynoddedwalking

off.Ihaven'tseenhimin8years.Hewas9whenI

waspregnantanddisowned.Ineversawhimagain.

Myonlybrother.

*KHENSANI*

KnockofftimecameandUnathiwasallexcitedjust

toseeNtambofetchme.Hecameinthesalonall

changedupfromwhathewaswearingandItook

mybag.

Meme:"mmmhIwonder"

Me:"Sshhh"

Ntambo:"youareready?"

Me:"yes."

Meme:"Ilovechocolatecakewithbrandy"

Me:"Melokuhle!"

Shelaughed.Hetookmyhandandwewalkedout.



Me:"westillgotalotofunpackingtodo"

Ntambo:"Ididthemajorthings.Justthosesmall

stuffleftandthetvisset"

Me:"youshouldn'thavedoneitalone"

HeopenedthedoorformeandIthankedhimand

gotin.Hewenttohissideandgotin.

Ntambo:"couldyourelax?"

Inoddedandhechuckledanddroveofftothe

apartment.Wegotthereandheparkedandwegot

outandwentinside.Itwasneatlikenothingwas

left.

Me:"wow"

Itwasactuallygreat"

Ntambo:"youlikeit?"

IfelttearyforareasonandIhuggedhimandcried

andhehuggedmeback.

Ntambo:"Iamsorry"

IgiggledIcanseeit'sawkwardforhim,Iwipedmy

tears.



Me:"thankyou"

Ntambo:"noneedtothankme"

Ikissedhimandhereturneditholdingmycheeks

anddeepeningthekiss.Itsgood.MyGodhislips

arenice,thick,softandtender.Ibrokeit.

Me:"uhm...."

Ntambo:"Ilikethewayyousaythankyou"

Me:"mxm"

Ntambo:"really"

Heleanedinandkissedmethistimeandheldmy

waist,Iputmyhandsaroundhisneck.Hebitmy

bottomlipslowlyandperkedmylips.

Ntambo:"NgiyazifelangaweKhensani(Iloveyou

somuchKhensani)"

Ilookedathimandhekissedmeagain.Heiavery

goodkisserandmakesoneenjoyandDon'twantto

stop.

.

.



*MAMTHOMBENI*

"Thesunrosefromthedarknessashersharpcries

filledmewhole.IthennamedherPhilisiweasshe

broughtlifeintomylife."

Smiso:"that'swonderful"

Iclosedmymother'sdiary.Wewereinhisroom

cuddlingwhileIwasreading.

Me:"isUnathiok?"

Smiso:"sheisok"

Me:"andQamukile?Sheleftangry"

Smiso:"shewillcalmdown"

Inoddedandaknockwasonthedoor.

Smiso:"ignoreit"

Inoddedandheheldme.Softjazzmusicwas

playingaroundthebedroomradiowhileIclosedmy

eyesimagininghowmysonislieinjail.Imisshim,I

misshimsomuch.IamgladIhaven'theardheis

dead.ItgivesmepeaceaswellbutIwanttohold



himagainbutwhen?WhenwillIholdmyFezile?

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Hewalkedinandthrewallhisthingsonthebed

nexttomeandItookmyphoneandlookedatthe

time.

Ayanda:"IknowIamlateandIamsorry."

Hetookoffhiscufflinksandshoesandgotonthe

bedandlaidhisheadonmythighs.Iputthe

magazineIwasreadingaway.

Me:"what'swrong?"

Ayanda:"whereisSiyanda?"

Me:"heisasleep.Hehadalongday"

Ayanda:"metoo.Wefoundthepersonwhostole

frommeandit'sawoman"

Me:"whereisshe?"



Ayanda:"whatdoyouwannado?"

Me:"beatherbuttforstealingthemoney"

Hechuckled.

Ayanda:"don'tbaby.Welostit.It'salostcourse"

Me:"reporther"

Ayanda:"withthepoliceitwillbemessyorcold"

Me:"youareok?"

Ayanda:"Iamok"

Ikissedhisforeheadandplayedwithhishair.

Me:"didyoueat?"

Ayanda:"Isawthefood.Thankyou"

Me:"it'sok"

Hesatupandbithisbottomlip.

Me:"whatareyouthinkingoff?"

Ayanda:"agame"

Me:"whatgame?"

IraisedmybrowandhepulledmylegsandIlaidon



mybackandhegotonmeandkissedmewhileI

heldhisface.

Ayanda:"how(kissingmylips)loudcanyou

screamforMntungwa"

Me:"Noscreaming"

Ayanda:"buttheroomissoundproofed"

Me:"whatifthepersonwhodidthehousedidn'tdo

toowellandhadaglitchsomewhereandsound

passesthroughandthenMamBaluhearsme

screamingyourname"

Ayanda:"comeon.Itwillbefun"

Me:"Ayanda"

Hekissedmythighsremovingmysilkgown.

Ayanda:"relaxDrKhumalo"

Me:"it'srisky"

Ayanda:"Ilovethisone"

Hewastalkingaboutmylingerie.

Me:"IhavealotthatIhaven'tworn"



Ayanda:"mmm"

Hetouchedmyprivateareaandwentdownand

partedmylegsworkinghisfingers.Igaspedand

bitmybottomlipclosingmyeyesasIfeelthe

pleasure.Hethenpulleditoutandkissedit.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Iwalkedinsidethebedroom.Icheckedforrazor

everywhereandIfoundhiminbedsleepingin

boxersonly.Istoodbythedoorwayandexamined

him.Anelewenttosleepaftereating.Iwalkedin

andIgentlyyouhe'dhimbutheheldmyarm.

Razor:"don'tdothat.Iwouldhavebrokenyour

hand"

Me:"sorry.What'swrong?"

Razor:"longday"

Iwenttoopenthelightsandhisjawwasbruised.



Me:"wishwhathappened?"

Razor:"nothingmajor"

Me:"evenyourstomachispurple"

Itouchedhimandheflinched.

Razor:"Kasiproblems.Don'tworryok"

Ilookedathim.

Razor:"Nanadon'tworry"

Hepulledmetohimandweperked.

Me:"ifyouareok"?razor:"Iam."

Me:"haveyoueaten?"

Razor:"Iamnothungry"

Inodded.Hethenclosedhiseyesandlookeddown

rubbinghiseyesthenopenedthem.

Me:"areyouok?"

Razor:"yeah.IthoughtIsawsomething"

Me:"Ihavepainkillers.Theyworklikeacharmfor

myperiodpains"



Henodded.Igotupandtookthemoutofmybag

andwenttogethimwaterandthencamebackand

hedrank.Helaiddownafter.

Me:"KhensaniandFezile"

Razor:"Hewon'thurther"

Me:"Iknow"

Razor:"justtellhertobeloyalthat'sall"

Me:"amIloyal?"

Razor:"yeah"

Me:"NtetheleloandAndiswainvitedusfordinner"

Razor:"gosh"

Me:"wearecoparenting"

Razor:"fine"

Me:"thankyoubabe.Sleep"

Ikissedhislipsandwenttothebathroom.

.

.



.

*KHENSANI*

Thekissingwenttothebedroomandendedup

beingdeeperthanitwas,hetookoffhistopand

mytopandIwasyearningforhislipstotouchmy

skinagainandmakemeshiver.Heunhookedmy

braandhekissedthespacebetweenmyboobs,I

heldhisheadashewenttonibblingonmynipples

andIgaspedatitandhekissedmybooband

suckedonmynippleshistongueintertwinedand

theotherwasbeingsqueezedinhismanlyhand.

Heholdsmywaistandkissesmybellyandtakes

mypantsoffslowlyandIallowhimbeforehe

bringshislipsformetodevouron.[SCISSORED]

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:39] :~Unexpectedly~



Insert30

*ANDISWA*

Ntethelelo:"thereisaprobleminGermanyagain."

Me:"youhavetogo?"

Ntethelelo:"No,Kwandoisgoingthistime"

Inoddedandlookedathim.

Me:"Mbulaziwehavetotalk"

Heturnedfromthemirrorandlookedatme.

Ntethelelo:"somethingwrong?"

Igotoffthebed.Ihavealreadypreparedthekids

forschoolandtheyleaveearlywithDina.She

doesn'tminddrivingthekidsbecauseshedoesn't

doanything.Zamanidoesn'twanthertoworkso

shestudiesinherfreetimeandshesaysshe

enjoysitattimesaswell,Iwasn'tgoingtowork



today.Iwasn'tfeelingok.

Me:"pleasesitdown."

HesatdownnexttomeonthebedandIlookedat

him.

Ntethelelo:"areyouok?"

Me:"yesIam"

Ntethelelo:"okyoucantellme"

Me:"Iwassickalongtimeagoandhavingsharp

headacheswhileyouwereinDurban"

Ntethelelo:"didyougototheDrlikeIsaid?"

Me:"yesIdid"

Ntethelelo:"howareyoufeelingnow?"

Me:"Iamok.Ifeelok."

Ntethelelo:"whatdidtheDrsay?"

Me:"hecheckedmeandtestedandhe..."

HelookedatmeandIsmiledandkissedhislips.

Ntethelelo:"Hewhat?"



Me:"wearegonnabeparents"

Ntethelelo:"parents"

Me:"Iampregnant"

Helookedatme.

Ntethelelo:"asinlikealittleMntungwaisgrowing

inyou?"

Me:"yes"

Heengulfedmeinahugandrolledusonthebed

andIgiggledandwesharedakiss.

Ntethelelo:"youarekiddingme?"

Me:"no"

Ntethelelo:"Iamnotgoingtoworkanymore.We

aregoingtotheDrtoseeourchampion"

Me:"ohMntungwa"

Ntethelelo:"Fuckyoudon'tknowhowhappyIam

baby"

Me:"metoo"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"



Me:"IloveyoutooMntungwa"

Wesharedakiss.

Me:"Iloveyou"

.

.

*MERCY*

Icouldn'tsleeplastnight.Wedecidedtolet

Thapelorestbeforeweaskanything.Iamworried

abouthimandthestatehewasinyesterdaywasn't

pleasanttome.

"Youleftme"

HesatonthehighchairnexttomeandIputmy

mugdownandsighed.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Sandile:"HowaboutIpreparethekidsandthenI

takethemtoschoolandworkfromhometoday?"

Me:"youwoulddothat?"



Sandile:"yes"

Iperkedhislips.

Me:"Iwillmakeabreakfastfitforaking"

Sandile:"youhaveto"

Welaughed.

Sandile:"Iamhereok?"

Me:"thankyou"

Wekissedandhegotupandwalkedoff.Istarted

gettingoffthechairandIstartedmakingbreakfast

asIpromisedandpancakesforthekids.They

camedownthestairsaftersometime.

Yolanda:"morningMommy"

Philagavemehislunchbag.

Me:"morningbaby"

Phila:"morningMommy"

Ikissedhischeekandsathimonthehighchairand

thenIfedhimandSandilefedYolanda.

"Goodmorning"



Hestoodthereinadistance.IgavePhilahis

pancakeandhefedhimselfthengotoff.

Me:"Heyhowdidyousleep?"

Myeyeswereteary.

Thapelo:"ok."

Sandile:"Let'sgokids"

Theygotoff.

Me:"byebabies"

Yolanda:"byemommy"

Sandile:"Bye"

Hekissedmycheek.

Me:"bye"

Theyleft.

Me:"comeandeat"

Isathimdownanddishedupfoodforhimandhe

wentinforthekill.

Me:"whathappenedThapelo?"



Helookedatme.

Thapelo:"Momdiedtheyearafteryouleft"

Tearsleftmyeyes.

Me:"I...didn'tknow"

Thapelo:"wemovedfromwhereweusedtolive.

Andiswadidn'tknowaswell"

Me:"oh,it'smyfault"

Thapelo:"whenIwas12dadremarriedandhiswife

haskidsaswell.Westayedtogetherandshe

mistreatedme,frombeatingstosleepingoutside"

Me:"andwhereisdad?"

Thapelo:"heisthere"

Heisdoneeating.

Me:"youwantsomemore?"

HenodsandIdishupforhim.

Thapelo:"shedidn'tlikeandwantmetobebetter

thanherkids.Shefeltthreatenedsoitstatessmall

withmuffinsbutInevernoticed.



Me:"drugs?"

Henodded.

Thapelo:"IfelttheurgetohaveanotherFixandit

wasstrange.Shedidn'tmindfundingmeinthat"

Me:"what?"

Thapelo:"IstartedfailingandIdroppedoutin

grade9"

Me:"ohngwanawamama"

Ihuggedhim.Heisshaking.

Thapelo:"Idon'twanttododrugsMercy,Ican't

stopscratchingmyself.Ineedanotherfix"

Me:"Iwillhelpyoustopthem.Iamhere"

Iwipedmytears.Ohmybrother.

.

.

*UNATHI*

IfixedmyselfforworkandlookedatRazor.Hewas



soundasleepsinceyesterdayandIamworried

abouthisbruises.Whatifit'sinternalaswell.?

Me:"baby"

Hegroaned.

Me:"Imadebreakfastforyou"

Henodded.

Me:"areyouok?"

Razor:"Iam,don'tworry"

Me:"ok"

Ikissedhischeek.

Me:"Iamoff.

Razor:"enjoyyourday"

Me:"ifyoudon'tfeelok,callme"

Razor:"don'tworry"

Me:"ok"

Itookmybag.

Me:"Iloveyou"



Razor:"Iloveyoumore"

Ikissedhislipsandwalkedout.

Me:"Anelelet'sgo"

Hetookhisbagandjumpedofthecouchand

followedmeout.

.

.

*WENDY*

Me:"ahThabisa!"

Thabisa:"Iamsorry"

Sheputsevlononthecottonwillanddabbediton

mybusturedlip.

Me:"Thabi!"

ShestoodupleavingmeandIsniffed.

Me:"youshouldhaveseenhimlyingthroughhis

teeth."

Thabisa:"heisajerk"



Me:"Iamgonnagethim.Andhewon'tseeit

coming"

Shelookedatme.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

Mybodywasaching,myprivateareawasburning

andIfeltdrained.Idon'tthinkIwillbeabletogoto

worktoday.Icouldn'tmovebecauseNtambo'sleg

wasintertwinedwithmineandhishandwasonmy

stomach.

Me:"Fezile"

Hegroaned.Ihaveneverhadsomeonemakelove

tomeandfuckmethewayhedid.Ifeltsomething

throughitall.

Me:"Fezilewakeupplease"

Ntambo:"Sleepkhensani"

Me:"removeyourlegthensoIcangoandpee"



HeremoveditandIgotoffstumblingabitthen

wenttothebathroom.Itwasamissiontopee.I

peedlikeIamlettinggoofdroplets..Ifinished

afteralongtimeandIopenedwaterinthebathtub

andIwenttobrushmyteethbeforegettinginside

andsoakingmyself.Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Ntambo:"areyouok?"

Me:"Iam"

Ntambo:"Ok"

Ibathedmyselfandgotoutbetterandwrappeda

towelaroundmeandIwalkedoutofthebathroom

andwenttomyroom.Iheardhimgoinginthe

bathroom.Iworeadress.Mypussyneedssome

airtobreathyoh.Iwenttotakemyphoneandwent

tomyroomagainandIcalledUnathi.

Unathi:"Khensaniwhereareyou?"

Me:"Ican'tmakeittoworkIamsick"

Unathi:"ohno"

Me:"what?"

Unathi:"Iknowthatstunt.Hefuckedyoudidn'the



?"

Me:"who?"

Unathi:"Oouuhhemusthavebeengoodifyou

can'tcome"

Me:"Iamsickadmybodyisaching"

Shelaughed

Me:"Unathi,youactdifferentlyfromallowners"

Unathi:"whyshouldIbeuptight.OouhgirlIneedto

hearthistomorrow,takeadayoff"

Me:"thankyou"

Unathi:"Iwantyouatworktomorrow."

Me:"Iwillcome"

Shegiggled.IhungupmydooropenedandIlifted

myheadandheleanedagainstthedoorframe

,whatisthis?Ifeelshyandscaredaswell.Wejust

hadsexandnow..?

Ntambo:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"betterafterbathing"



Hesmiled.

Ntambo:"Weneedtotalk"

Me:"ok"

Isatupandhewalkedinandsatdownnexttome"

Ntambo:"Afteryesterdayhowdoyoufeelaboutus

?"

Me:"atthemomentitseemsawkward"

Ntambo:"it'snot"

Ilookedathim.

Ntambo:"Iloveyouok?"

Inodded.

Ntambo:"Soyouareofficiallymywoman"

Me:"youdidn'taskhawu"

Ntambo:"oursoulsconnected"

Me:"myGod"

Welaughedandheperkedmylips.

Ntambo:"Monamour"



Iblushed.

Me:"stopthetricks.Iamnotsleepingwithyou

anytimesoon"

Ntambo:"youwillbesurprisedscreamingmyname

inasecond"

Me:"no"

Welaughed.

.

.

.
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Qamo:"mmmh,thatlookswonderful!"

Zama:"youlookamazing"



Me:"itlooksbeautiful"

Zama:"ReallyQamoIcommendyou"

SheclappedherhandsandItookmyphone.

Me:"youIhavetogoladies,Anele"

Zama:"ohmyGodIforgotmypumpkin"

SheputthewineglassdownandIrushedtothe

bedroomandIchangedgettingoutofthedressand

woremyclothesandheldmyshoes.

Qamo:"Iwillcomewithitnextweek."

Me:"thankyou."

Qamo:"yourmotherwantstoseeyou"

Me:"don'truinthings."

Shelaughed.

Zama:"let'sgo"

Shemadeacall.

Zama:"baby...."

IwenttomycarandIgotinandthenamessage

cameinmyphone.



Razor:"IforgottosayIfetchedAnele"

Ibreathedout.

Me:"thankyou"

IputmyphoneawayandIstartedthecarandI

droveoff.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Unathi'spainkillershelpedmealot.Ievengotto

fetchoursonandItookusoutjusttobond.Heisa

verysilentkidbutspeakswhenhewantsto.Iknow

it'snotUnathiormypersonalitybecausewetalk

alot.IwenttocheckmybusinessandthenIdrove

home.MyphonerangandAnelerantohis

bedroom.

Me:"sharp"

Ntambo:"Itransferredthemoney"

Me:"good."



Ntambo:"whathappened?"

Me:"sloppyjobwithWendy"

Ntambo:"whydon'tyoucutheroff?"

Me:"Idid."

Ntambo:"ifyoucan'tIwilldoitforyou"

Me:"noworries"

Ntambo:"ok.Iwillseeyou"

Me:"transferhalfintomyaccount"

Ntambo:"Iwill"

Me:"sure"

IhungupandsentatexttoUnathi.

.

.

*MERCY*

Thapelosleptforsometimenow.Iwouldgoand

checkonhimhereandthereuntilhewokeupand



atelunch.IwenttoSandile'sstudyashehad

lockedhimselfintheresincemorning.Iknocked

lightlyanhesignaledIcameinandiwalkedin.

Sandile:"baby"

Me:"youhavebeencookingyourselfinhereeven

afteryoufetchedthekids."

Sandile:"iamsortingtheThapeloissue"

Ilookedathim.

Sandile:"comeseethis"

Iwalkednexttohimandheshowedmehislaptop.

Me:"what?It'sarehabilitationfacility"

Sandile:"yes.Wewilltakehimtherefor

rehabilitationandthenenrollhimintheschools

aroundDurban.Ialreadysentinanapplicationto

twoschoolsalready."

Me:"uhm"

Heturnedtome.

Sandile:"baby"



Ihuggedhimandkissedhisfaceandhechuckled.

Sandile:"kissthelips"

Ikissedhislipsandheheldmywaist.Ibrokeit.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Sandile:"Iloveyoumorebaby.Igotyou"

Ihuggedhim.Thismanthough.

.

.

*THAPELO*

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedaroundthisbigroom.

Isitupfromthebedandit'sgettingdarkoutside.I

getoffthebedandgotothebathroomandistarted

vomiting.Mystomachwascrampingandithurt.I

vomitedagaingreensubstancescameout.Igot

frightenedandIstoodupandmyvisionwasblurry.

_____(flashback)



Kele:"(stepmom)EatNx,Youshouldleavethis

housebecauseyoustealandbuydrugs.Whatare

youdoingwithyourlifeheehThapelo!?"

Me:"Mom"

Ithasbeen4dayswithouteating.Dadwasnot

homehewasatwork.Iscratchedmyself.

Kele:"eat.Youshoulddiebecauseyouareuseless!

Yourmotherisnothere,thisismyhouse!"

SheturnedherheelsandIstretchedmyhandand

tookafingersfullofpapandIatewithcabbage.It

feltlikeheaven.Ichewedslowly.

Kele:"Iamgoingnextdoor.TellTshegotolockthe

kitchencupboards"

Shewalkedoutforherusualgossipsessionnext

door.AsshewentoutofsightIstoodupandwent

totheirbedroomandsearchedformoneyandI

founditontopofthewardrobe.Itwasn'tmuchbutI

knewsomehowithastogetmeinDurban.I

neededtofindMercy,Isawanewspaperondad's

dresserandithadherpicture.Icriedtears.She

lookshappywhileIaminmisery.Itookitand



rushedoutandgotinataxianddidn'tlookback

____

Iwalkedoutofthebedroomandtriedcarefully

calculatingmystepsbutIkeptstumbling.Iheldon

thewallandImissedastepandIrolleddownthe

stairs.

"Mommy,daddy!!"

Thepainwasexcruciatinginmystomach.I

groaned.

"ohmyGod.Sandile!"

Sheheldme.

Mercy:"Thapelocanyouseeme?Canyouhearme

?"

SheshoutedforherhusbandagainandIheard

footstepsapproachingandiwasliftedup.

Mercy:"comekids"

IrelaxedmybodybecausewhatIamfightingisa

loosingbattle.



.

.

*UNATHI*

IgotinsidethehouseandAneleislayingonRazor

whiletheyarewatchingTV.Razorturnshishead.

Me:"IamsorryIlosttrackoftimewithZamaand

Qamo"

Ikissedhislips.

Me:"thankyou"

Razor:"heismysonaswell"

Me:"youremindedmeyouknow"

Razor:"about?"

Me:"it'sapillowtalk"

Hesmirked.

Razor:"heisasleep.Let'sgo"

Me:"ayiNgomane,howareyou?"



Razor:"IamfeelingbetterNanathankyou"

Me:"Ineedtobath"

Iwalkedtothebedroomandthrewmyshoesonthe

floorandputmybagdownandwenttothe

bathroomtobath.AfterIwasdoneIgotoutand

wenttothebedroomandRazorisinbed.

Me:"it'ssoearly"

Razor:"it'sneverearly,comehere"

Igotonhimandwesharedakiss.Heplacedhis

handsonmybutt.

Razor:"Iloveyou"

Me:"letmeshowyouhowmuchIloveyou"

Razor:"Really?"

Igothimoffhisbest.

Me:",,yesreally"

Razor:"Ilike"

Me:"mmh"

Ikissedhimandhewenttomyneckandkissedit



androlledmeoverandgotonmeandkissedmy

neckbittingitslightly.

.

.
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*MERCY*

iamworried.TheDrshaven'tcameouttoinform

mewhat'swrongwithThapelo.Sandilerushedto

dropthekidsoffathisparentsbecausetheycan't

stayherewithus.

Me:"Lordplease"

IlookedupjusttopushthetearsbackandthenI

lookeddownandaDrcame.Irushedtohim.



Me:"Drhowismybrother?"

Dr:"Heishangingthere."

Me:"whatsthematter?"

Dr:"wedidsometestsandsomewillcomeback

tomorrowbutwefoundanamountofcocaineand

Ratexinhisbloodsample."

Me:"what?"

Dr:"wearegonnabemonitoringhimforawhile,

hisliversareshuttingdownbutwewillbesure

whatiscausingthatbytomorrow"

Isobbed.

Sandile:"Mercy"

Irushedtohimandhuggedhim.

Me:"It'samess"

Dr:"Wewilldoallthatwecan"

Sandile:"canweseehim?"

Dr:"Sure.

IremovedmyselffromSandileandwefollowedthe



Dr.Wegotinhiswardandhehadapipegoingin

hismouthandothermachines.Icringed.

Me:"Pelo"

Iwentonmykneesandcriedinfrontofhim.

Sandile:"babyhewillbeok"

Me:"it'sdad'sfault.It'smyfault"

Sandile:"it'snotyourfault.Hewillbeok"

Me:"heissmall"

Sandile:"shhh."

Hecomfortedme.

.

.

.

*WENDY*

Itookagulpoffmybeverageandputmyglass

downandlookedbackatAxewhoisenjoyingthe

meat.



Axe:"Ziyakhiphalah(Thisisgood)"

Me:"What'swithyourfriendSnitchingonme?"

Axe:"youarenotrelevantanymore"

Me:"twominutesnyanawithsnowwhiteheis

breakingtherules"

Axe:"yearswithhimyetheneverputaringinit."

Thabisa:"whatdoyoumean?"

Axe:"yadumaikasilonkelendaba(itwasthe

biggestneedaroundhere)"

Me:"whatnews?"

Welookedateachotherandshedrankherbeer.

Axe:"Razorproposed"

Ilaughedandtheylookedatme.

Axe:"youthinkIamplaying"

ShetookoutherphoneandscrolledonitandIsaw

avideo.

Me:"whotookit?"

Axe:"me,Isawit"



Me:"thisisamistake.Thatringismine.Nx"

Axe:"aswespeakheispayinglobolainafewdays

"

Me:"What?!"

Thabisa:"calmdownchomi"

Iwasfuming.Iwanttostranglesomeone.

.

.

*UNATHI*

SinceIheardthatmomisback.Idon'tevenwantto

thinkofgoingbackhome.Iwillgothrdaybeforeif

neededthenafterIamleaving.Iwon'tstandher.

KhensaniwalksintomyofficeandIsmile.

Khensani:"thatsmile"

Me:"youareglowing."

Khensani:"it'sthelighting."

Me:"Ntambodickmitisesyouwell"



Khensani:"thisisweird"

Me:"areyoucomingwithusnextweek?"

Khensani:"Ntambodidmentionthatyouare

gettingpaidfor"

Me:"yep,Iwantyoutocome.Idon'thavefriends"

Khensani:"Iwouldbehonored,newwigshave

arrived."

Me:"ohletmeseethem."

IstoodupandIfollowedafterher.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Bulelwa:"whenisUnathicomingback?"

Ilookedatherandcarriedonstirringthepots.

Bulelwa:"listenhere.IamtheonlyMrsNgemayou

hear.

Me:"Water?"



Bulelwa:",forwhat?"

Me:"toocooldown.Youareboilingtoomuch"

Bulelwa:"youwomanIwi...."

"Siwe!"

Smisowalkedinthekitchenwithhislaptop.

Smiso:"IwaslookingatthisandIorderedit"

Me:"whatisit?"

Smiso:"youwillseeitwhenitarrives"

Inodded.

Bulelwa:"thisisdisrespectful.Whatarethekids

saying!?"

Smiso:"Canwetalklater.Ineedtocallmybrothers.

"

Me:"Sure"

Heperksmylips.

Smiso:"Iloveyou"

Ismiled.



Me:",Iloveyoutoo"

Hewalkedoff.Bulelwaclickedhertongue.

Bulelwa:"Youwon'twin"

Me:"IthinkIdidsndbeyondwithoutanyeffort.

Umdalaforthis(youareoldforthis)"

Iclosedthepotandwenttothesink.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Ntambo:"iamsuretherewillbeoldmen."

Kau:"iwillbringmyfatheralong.Itwillbejustthe

threeofusatthenegotiations"

Me:"whereisyourmotherfezile?"

Ntambo:"Idon'tknowtheexactlocation"

Ishookmyheadandlaidbackonthecouchandout

myfeetonthetable.

Ntambo:"youwilldothatatyourhouse.Ifuckkhen



onthattable"

Iremovedmylegs.

Kau:"Iputmyfoodonthattable."

Ntambo:"Welivealonesowheredoyouexpectus

todoit?"

Me:"evenonthecouch?"

Ntambo:"No,notyet.Sheisrunningaway.

Mthombeniistoomuchtohandleforher"

Welaughed.

Kau:"youaredoingitright,keepitup.EishIam

cheating"

Me:"IalwaystoldyoutoleavethatThabisa"

Ntambo:"weareabouttosettledownandyouare

chasingskirtslikeaheadlesschicken."

Kau:"IwillleaveThabisaforthisone"

Me:"doweknowher?"

Kau:"Ihaveapictureofher"

Hetookouthisphone.Wetookitandlookedatthe



girl.

Ntambo:"Damn.Mywomanisfine"

Ihithim.

Me:"thisisaverybigupgrade"

Ntambo:"very.LikefromSABCtoNetflix"

Kau:"whatdoyoumean?"

Ilaughed

Ntambo:"letmesayfromTazztoLamborghini"

Me:"whoisatazz?"

Ntambo:"obviousTrisha"

Me:"Thabisa"

Ntambo:"it'sstillthesamelikeyourWinnie"

Me:"it'sWendyandnotmywendy.ihavenana"

Kau:"backtomyNetflix"

Ntambo:"shelookswelloff"

Kau:"SheisaDrandengaged"

Me:"haveyoushaggedher?"



Kau:"notyet."

Ntambo:"justgiveup.TwodayswithMywoman

thirddayMthombenigothersinginglovesongs"

Me:"IwaitedmonthsonUnathiandthathasnever

happened."

Ntambo:"months.?"

Kau:"yoh!"

Me:",shegotarrestedafterbirthingLethokuhlesoI

hadtowaitforhertohealandthewaitwasworth

causedamnsheshowedme"

Kau:"justgivemesometimeandmywomanwill

bejumpingonmybed"

Ntambo:"that'swhatIwanttohear.Betternotgo

backtoTrisha"

Ishookmyhead.

.

.

*SESETHU*



Me:"tomorrowyouwillbegoinghome."

IsmiledandtookmythingsandIwalkedoutofthe

ward.MyfeethurtandIhavebeenfunnyaround

thewholeday.Igotomyofficeandtakemyphone

andIgotamessagefromLukhanyo.

"babeIwon'tbeabletofetchyou.Meeting"

Igroaned.

Me:"myGod."

ItextedDrNtombelaandshesaidshewillgiveme

wliftbutwewillpasssomewhere.IfHejust

broughtmycarherebeforegoingtohismeeting.I

changedoutifmyscrubsandIamlazytocook

tonight.Oluhlewalkedin.

Oluhle:"let'sgo"

Me:"thankyou.Hediditagain."

Oluhle:"youshouldjustdriveyourself"

Me:"it'snicetobedriven"

Ipoutedandshelaughed.Wewalkedouttalking



andgotinhercar.

Oluhle:"canwepassatthischisanyamain

Thembisa.Theyhavenicemeat"

Me:"IthinkIwillbuyaswellbecauseIamlazyto

cooktoday"

Oluhle:"it's.Great"

Wetalkaboutgeneralstuffandatextfrom

LukhanyocomesandIignoreit.Wegetto

Thembisa.Wegettothechisanyamaandgood

thingweareabitcasualaswell,thevibeisnice

andthewholecarwashtheme.Theladieshere

envyusandtheguyslookatus.Trustme,Iamno

betterbecauseIexchangedmyselftobewhereIam

formoneytostudyandfood.Everything.Icutoff

thatlifeaftergraduating.Wefindaseatandsit

down.

Oluhle:"whatareyougonnabuy?"

Me:"adrinkwouldbegoodnowandwhatevermeat

youwillbuy"

Oluhle:"forhowmuch?"



Me:"R200isfine"

Ihaveherthemoneyandtookoutmyphoneand

shewalkedoff.

Lukhanyo:***"'BabyIamsorry**"

Me:"***it'sfine***"

IgotoffourchatwallandManlyscentsinvadedmy

nostrils.Ilookup.

Guy1:"it'sourluckydaywegettomeettheMrs,I

amNtamboalsoRopeinyourEnglishorFezile

sinceyouarepartofthefamily"

Me:"family"

Guy2:"let'sgo.Sorryforthat.Youwillseeusbro"

Him:"sureRazor"

Guy1:"bringherat...."

Guy2:"asambe(let'sgo)"

Hesatoppositemeandsmiled.

Him:"Skat"

Me:"you'ddon'tbackoff?"



Itiltedmyhead.

Him:"Iwastaughttonevergiveuptillit'syours"

Me:"don'tyouseethis?"

Iraisedmyhand.

Him:"it'sjustanobstacle.Aminorone."

Ilookedathimandhebithisbottomlipandhisone

dimplecameouttoplay.Hehadascaronhisother

cheekbutwasn'tscaryatall.

Him:"Kau"

Me:"mmh"

Kau:"Sesethuwhy....."

Me:"howdoyouknowmyname?"

Kau:"Ididmyresearch."

Me:"youstalkingme?"

Hetookouthisphoneandshowedmemy

Instagram."

Me:"oh.Weird"

MydrinkcameandIthankedthewsiter."



Me:"whereisthepersonIcamewith?"

Waiter:"sheisstillinside"

Me:"oh"

Kau:"bringyourdrinkhere"

Me:"why?"

Kau:"friendsanddrinksdon'tmix.Letmetaste"

Ilethimbeandhedid.

Kau:"ifwedie..."

Me:"wewon'tdie"

Idrankmydrink.

Kau:"Iwillgetyou.Justsee"

Me:"Iamjustgonnalaughatthat."

Kau:"soamIgonnagetyournumberorIamgonna

sweatforit?"

Me:"sweat"

Hechuckledandtookmyphonefromthetableand

typedthenplaceditandstoodup.



Kau:"seeyouMrsMokoena"

Me:"Heeh"

Hesmiledandwalkedoff.Hissmileissonice.

Makeshimlook....sesethustop.Oluhlecameback.

Oluhle:"mycarddidn'twanttoswipe.Hadtocall

myhusband"

Me:"it'ssorted?"

Oluhle:"yep"

Inodded.

.

.

.
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TodayIamgoingbackhomewithoutAnele.He

didn'twanttoleavehisfathersoIlefthimwith

razor,Ireallydidn'twanttoleavebuttomorrow

theyarecominghomesoIhavetogohomeandbe

readyforeverything.IamsoexcitedandAsked

AndiswaifLethocancomeandshecancomeas

wellifshehasnothingtodo.Shewasexcited

morethanIwas.WellIhavetothankherforthis

becauseiftheydidn'tarrestmeIwouldhavebeen

toomuchandnevermetthemanIlovesomuch.

TheminuteIparkedmycarafterworkkhensani

lookedatme.Ilaughandshejoinsin.

Khensani:"Ihopeyourmotherdoesn'tkillme."

Me:"mystepmotherwouldn't"

Khensani:"ohmyGod.Youhaveastepmom"

Me:"welltechnicallydadlikesourhelperandionce

foundthemkissingandhetoldmehelikesher."

Khensani:"ncoohthat'ssweetandgrosswatching

oldpeoplekiss"

Me:"yestheyareoldbutfresh,comelet'sgo."



Wegotoutofthecarandwewenttotakeourbags.

ItwasevenhardtogetKhensaniherewithNtambo

notwantingtolethisboogobutIstolehere.Hewill

seewhathewilldo.Iclosedtheboottakingmy

smallbagandwemadeourwayinside.

Me:"Iamhome!"

Ihadmyeyesclosed.

"Openyoureyeswena"

Iopenedthemandhuggedmyauntiesandwewent

tounclesandthenwenttoplaceourbagsand

Qamowasinmyroomsleeping.Ishookher.

Qamo:"mmmh"

Me:"whathappenedtoyourroom?"

Qamo:"callmewhenmyhusbandishere"

Me:"youaresleepingover?"

Qamo:"no."

Me:"thisisKhensani"

Qamo:"IwouldgiveyouahugbutIamtired"



Me:"okcomelet'sgo"

Weworedoeksandwentdownthestairstothe

studyandIknockedandfounddadinside.

Me:"hellodad"

Dad:"Iwasn'tthinkingyouwerecomingback."

Me:"Qamotoldmeaboutmomso...."

Hechuckled.

Me:"thisismyfriendKhensani"

Shebowed.

Khensani:"Sawubona(greetings)"

Dad:"howareyoumychild?"

Khensani:"Iamgoodsirandyourself.?"

Dad:"Iamgood.Thankyouandcallmedad"

Shenodded.

Me:"wewillseeyou"

Dad:"Iwillcomeoutbeforeyourmotherharasses

mySiwe"



Me:"ncoh.Iwillkeepalookout"

Henoddedandwewalkedoutandwenttothe

kitchen.

"Unathiohmybabyishere"

Idon'tthinkIwastheonlyonewhorolledtheireyes

inthekitchen.

Me:"Ma"

IwenttoMaMthombeniandwesharedahug

Ma:"howareyou?Wemissedyou."

Me:"ImissedhometoobutIamgoingtomorrow"

Bulelwa:"youignoremeandgotoher.Andwena

whoareyoulookingcheap?"

ShesaidtoKhensani.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhoinvitedyoubutpleaseturn

andwalkoutofthatkitchenandpackyourbags

becauseyouwon'truinanyofthisformeBulelwa"

Bulelwa:"iammom"

Me:"wearepastthatstage"



Dad:"what'sgoingonhere?"

Me:"callmyfriendcheapandidon'tmind

spendingnightsinjailforyou.NX"

Ma:"Unathidon'tsaythat"

Me:"comeKhen"

Wewalkedoff.Sheismakingmeangry,Idon't

wanttoseeherfacehere.

.

.

*MERCY*

EversinceThapelohasbeenadmittedIcouldn'tgo

home.Iwouldsleephereinthehospitalnexttohim

justwaitingforhimtowakeupandhedid.

nitrobenzenewasalsofoundinhisbloodtestsand

itissaidthatwithin12hoursofdigestingthepoison

hecouldhavedied,Iwasscaredthathewouldn't

wakeupandIwouldhavelosthim.Iwipemytears

Asheopenshiseyesandswallowslookingatthe

ceiling.



Me:"Pelo"

Igavehimsomewatertodrinkandsatnexttohim

holdinghishand.

Me:"it'sok.Youaresafenow.Youareok"

Tearsstreamdownhischeeksanditpainsmeto

seehimlikethis.Itreallypainsme.

Me:"whenyougetbetteryouwillgotorehaband

getbetterthentakeyoutoschool.Iamhereok?I

amnotleaving"

Henodded.Iheldhimtomeandwebothcried

together.Godwhyputhiminsuchaposition.Why

arepeopleevil?

.

.

*SANDILE*

Kwando:"Doesyourwifeknowyouarehere?"

Me:"no,andshedoesn'tneedtoknow"



Kwando:"ok.Wewilltalklater.HeardUnathiis

gettingmarried"

Me:"sheisback?"

Kwando:"yeahsheis"

Me:"trouble"

Kwando:"Zamasayssheisgood"

Me:"hopeso.Ihavetogo"

Kwando:"sharp"

HehangsupandIdriveofftotheaddressandI

stopinfrontofthehouseandgetoutofthecarand

fixmyhoodieandhat..ThewayMercylooksthese

daysandseeingmywifehurt,hurtsme.Ifyouhurt

mywifeyouarehurtingme.Iwalkedinsidethe

yardandIknockedonthedooranditopened.

Girl:"mamasomemanisatthedoor"

Shelookedatme,Icouldhearthebabycries.

Girl:"hello"

Ishovedherasideandwalkedinsidethehouse

pullingoutmygunandanoldwomancamefrom



thekitchendroppedtheplateshewascarrying.

Me:"goshutthatbabyup"

Thegirlrantothebedrooms.

Woman:"whoareyou?"

Me:"worstnightmare"

Woman:"Yeyigetout!Youcriminal"

Me:"RememberThapelowhenthisbullet

penetratesyou"

IshothertwiceandthegirlscreamedandIwentto

hersideandopenedthedoorandshewascrying

holdingthebaby.

Girl:"pleaseIamknownothing.Mamausedto

abuseThapeloandsheforcedustosleeptogether.

Thisishisbaby"

Shesobbed.

Me:"fuck!"

Sheheldontoherbaby.

Me:"Ihopeyouaretellingthetruth"



Girl:"Iam.Shewouldbuydrugsformeandhim

buthimthemostorsometimesfeedhimmore

throughhisfoodandhewouldblackout."

Me:"howdidyousleepwitheachother?"

Shebrokedown"

Girl:"Iamtheonlygirlchildfrommymotherand

shedoesn'tlikemyfather.Sheforcedusand

watcheduswithabeltnexttoherandasjambok.If

wedon'tsleepwitheachothershewouldbeatus"

Me:"come,don'ttellasoulaboutthis"

Shenodded.Shestooduptakingthenewbabyand

Ioutmygunawayandwewalkedout.Igotthemin

thecarcheckingthecoastanditwasquietinthe

streetbeforeIgotinanddroveoff.Thebabykept

oncryingatthebackandshekepthushingher.

Me:"what'swrong?"

Girl:"herdiapersfinished"

Me:"whatsyourname?"

Girl:"Bahumi"



Inodded.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

Wehelpedwiththecookingofsupperatnightand

it'ssaidwewouldn'tcooktomorrowbecause

Unathi'sfatherhiredcateringandtherewasatent

outside.ThisisimportanttoUnathisoverymuch

aswell.Herdressfortomorrowiswonderfuland

shesaidshegotmeoneaswellit'sexciting.Weare

gonnasleeptogetherbutfornowshewenttoher

father.Thebedroomdooropenedand

MaMthombeniwalkedin.Thewomanhasanice

warmpersonalityandfunnytoo.

Ma:"Idon'tknowbutsomethingdrawsmetoyou"

Me:"oh"

Ma:"haveyoueaten?"

Me:"yesma"



Shenodded.

Ma:"everythinghappensforareasonbutyournew

loveispureandwon'thurt"

Whatdoesshemean,Unathididtellmesheisa

seer.

Ma:"Youareblessed"

Me:"really?"

Shenodded.

Ma:"WhatIseeisthatyoufoundyourmatch.Your

blessingwillbereleased"

Me:"thankyou"

Ma:"Iwillseeyoulater."

Me:"thinkyou"

Shewalkedout.Myphonerang.Iansweredit.

Me:"Hello"

Ntambo:"Amour"

Me:"howareyou?"

Ntambo:"Iamnothappy"



Me:"Iamsorry"

Ntambo:"comeoutsideIwanttoseeyou"

Me:"Haibo"

Ntambo:"come,Imissyou"

Me:"youwillgetmeintrouble"

Ntambo:"Icancomeinside"

Me:"noIamcoming"

IhungupandworemyshoesbeforeIwalkedoutof

thebedroomandwentdownthestairs.Ichecked

thecoastanditwasclear.Iranforthedoorand

downthedriveway.LuckilythegatewasopensoI

ranoutandsawhiscarandgotinsidethecarand

hekissedme.

Me:"yoh"

Ntambo:"thewayyouran"

Me:"mxm"

Ntambo:"Imissedyou"

Me:"justafewhours"



Ntambo:"wecouldbeturningourflatupsidedown

atthemoment.

Me:"Iamglad."

Helaidhisseatdown.

Ntambo:"KhenIloveyou"

Ismiled.Thewayhesaysit,it'slikethefirsttimeI

amhearingit.Ileanedintokisshimandhepulled

meintohimandheldmybuttandwecarriedon

kissingandIlaidmyheadonhim.

Me:"Iamalwaysscared"

Ntambo:"don'tbe."

IrememberedwhatMaMthombenisaid.

Me:"Iwanttoloveyou"

Ntambo:"Loveme"

Hebithisbottomlip.Iheldonhim.Sofarhehas

beenagreatboyfriend.

.

.



*SESETHU*

Iamlayingonhischestandhehashisarmaround

mewhilewewatchsomeTV.

Me:"babelookatthatcolour,itwouldbeniceat

ourweddingI'dweuseit"

Lukhanyo:"mmh"

Isatupandlookedathim.

Me:"Really?"

Lukhanyo:"itsworkbaby"

Me:"canwejusthaveasecondwithoutwork

interfering"

Lukhanyo:"whenyouworkIdon'tsayanything"

Me:"Imaketime.EverytimeIamfreeItrytospend

itwithyou"

Lukhanyo:"wellIamnotfree."

Me:"wow"

Igrabbedhisphoneandhejumped.



Me:"youaresleepingwithyourPA?"

Lukhanyo:"sethu"

Ishookmyheadandthrewhisphoneathimand

ranupthestairs.Heranafterme.Ilockedthedoor

assoonasIgotinandhebangedonit.

Lukhanyo:"babeIamsorry"

Isobbed.Itookmyphoneanddialedthenumber.

Lukhanyo:"sesethu!"

Bangbang

Lukhanyo:"pleaseopenupsowecouldtalk"

Hekeptonbanging.

Lukhanyo:"babyIamsorry,itwasonetime."

Siya:"hello"

Me:"Ifeelworthless"

Siya:"heywhat'swrong?"

Me:"youwereright,heischeatingonme"

Siya:"ohbabe.Iamcomingtofetchyou,youcan't

staywithhim."



Me:"thankyou"

Siya:"Iamyourbestfriend"

Me:"thanks"

Shehungup.Shealwayssaid,amannevermakes

toomanyexcusestobewithhiswoman.WhenI

excusedmyselfit'sbecauseofworkorIamatwork.

Ineverthoughtofcheatingonhimever.

.

.

*SANDILE*

WepassthetrafficklightandIlookatthebackand

theyarebothasleep.Itookoutmyphonehecalled

Mercy.

Mercy:"baby"

Me:"howishe?"

Mercy:"heisgettingdischargedtomorrow"

Me:"that'sgood"



Mercy:"very"

Me:"listenbabe.Wehaveaproblem"

Mercy:"what'swrong?"

Me:"Thapelohasababy"

Mercy:"what?"

Me:"himandthebabymamawereforcedtosleep

together"

Mercy:"whatamIgoingtodoaboutthis?"

Me:"wewillhavetotakethemin"

Mercy:"that'salotSandile"

Me:"Iwillhandleit.Justletmebe"

Mercy:"babeareyousure?"

Me:"Iam.Iknowifitwasmeyouwouldhavedone

thesame"

Shesniffed.

Me:"Don'tcry"

Mercy:"Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ihungupandlookedatthem.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:41] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert34

*RAZOR*

Me:"howareyou?"

Unathi:"nervousandfrustratedbymom"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Shesighed.

Unathi:"Imissyou"



Ileanbythewalloutsidethehouse.

Me:"Imissyoutoo.Somuch"

Unathi:"Ihavetocomebackwithabang"

Me:"averybigone"

Welaughed.

Me:"can'twaitfortomorrow"

Unathi:"metoo.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Unathi:"thankyouforlovingme"

Me:"Ishouldbetheonewhoisthankful"

Unathi:"Ihavetogolove.Bye"

Me:"bye"

ShehungupandIsighed.Iwalkedinsidethe

house.

Kau:"whereisNtambo?"

Me:"idon'tknow"

Kau:"lecherrydlalahardtoget(thisgirlisplaying



hardtoget,)"

Me:"Thabisa?"

Kau:"shenagsmeaboutyoutillIleft"

Me:"whataboutme?"

Kau:"Wendy"

Me:"Mxm"

Kau:"IlivewithWendythisandWendythat"

Me:"youshouldcutheroff"

Kau:"Iwill."

Helaidbackonthecouch.Anelerestedearly

tonightandwantedtobereadyfortomorrow.

.

.

*SESETHU*

IpackedmybagsandafterthatIsatonthebed.He

keptonknockingandsaidhewouldn'tleavethe

dooruntilIopen.Ijustignoredhim.Hedoesn't



valuemethatmuchthen.Iheardsomeonecalling

mynameandIopenedthedoorandhewasn'tthere.

ItookmysuitcasesbagsandIwalkeddownthe

stairsanditwasSiyamthandaandherhusband.

Lukhanyo:"thisisbusinessbetweenMeandny

fiance."

Itookoffthering.

Me:"putitonyourpa"

Ayandatookmybags.

Lukhanyo:"babydon'tleavemeplease"

Me:"LukhanyoIneedtogo"

It'shardbecauseIlovehim.

Siya:"let'sgo"

Itookmybagandwewalkedout.Igotinmycar

withherandshedrovetoherhouse.Itwasvery

silentinsidethecar.

Siya:"IwishIwaswrong"

Metoo.Ilookedoutofthewindow.Wegottoher

houseandgotoutandwalkedinside.



Siya:"needsomethingtoeat?"

Me:"noIamgood.Ijustneedtorest"

Shenodded.Sheshowedmearoomandithadmy

bags.

Me:"Iwillleavetomorrow"

Siya:"nostayuntilyouaregood"

Me:"Imademydecision.Thankyou"

Shenodded.

Siya:"callmeifyouneedanything"

Inoddedandshewalkedout.Iclosedthedoorand

lockedbeforeIsatonthebedcrying.Iwishtocall

himbuthehurtme.Itookmyphoneandscrolled

downtohisnameanditstoppedathisname.I

presseditanditrangafewtimesbeforeItwas

answered.

Him:"Hello"

Me:"Hi,it'sSesethu"

Ihungup.Whatareyoudoing?Isighedandtook

offmyclothesandgotinbed.Myphonerang.



Me:"Hi"

Him:"Skat"

Iblushed.

Kau:"Iwaited"

Me:"Ididn'tknowIhadyourphonenumberandI

amengaged"

Kau:"Itoldyouit'sasmallobstacle"

Me:"oh,Ijustcalled"

Kau:"Iamgladyoudid"

Me:"whenwillIseeyou?"

Ifeltlikebashingmyself.Hechuckled.

Kau:"whendoyouwanttoseeme?"

Ne:"idon'tknow"

Kau:"Iwillcallyou"

Me:"ok"

Hehungupandthenafewminuteslaterhevideo

calledme.



Kau:"Youlookbeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"

Kau:"whereishubby?"

Me:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutthat"

Henodded.Goddamnheishandsome,really

handsomedefinitionofhot.Helickedhislipsand

hisdimpleappeared.Imelted.Hewasinacarby

thebackground

Kau:"whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Me:"youaremakingagirlwet"

Hechuckled.

Me:'Iambeinghonest"

Kau:"Letmesee"

Me:"what?"

Kau:"howwetyouare"

Ilaidonmybackandfixedmypillowandthen

movedthephonedownasItookoffmyunderwear

andopenedmylegs.



Kau:"damn,touchyourselfforme"

Ipositionedmyphoneonthedresserandchanged

positions.Itouchedmyboobsandsqueezedthem.

Kau:"Nowcloseyoureyes"

Iclosedmyeyes.

Kau:"imaginemyface"

Ididimaginehim.

Kau:"kissingyousoftly,caressingyoucarefully"

Icouldimaginehim.Mybreathingescalated.

Kau:"moveyourfingersslowlythroughyourbody

asIkissyouandgodowntoyourVirginaandslipin

yourfingers"

Ididthat.

Kau:"thrustslowlytothesoundofmyvoice."

Me:"ah!"

Ikeptonthrustingandthepleasurekeptonkicking.

Kau:"fuckyouaredoingagoodjob."

Ikeptonblessingmyself.



Me:"AhKauiamcumming"

Kau:"shit!cumforme"

Ibitmylipandcame.Ibreathedinandoutand

heardhimgroan.

Kau:"fucksethu"

Iopenedmyeyesandhewashelpinghimselfand

hecameafter.

Kau:"shit!"

.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

IwokeupwithLesedinexttome.Ilookedaround

andIwasinthisbigroom.Ithoughtmamawould

comeinandsplashwaterovermeandLesedi.I

pulledherclosetomeandtherewasaknockonthe

doorandabeautifulwomanwalkedin.Itwasnoon

lookingbyhowfarthesunhascameout.She



smiledandreallyisbeautiful.

Her:"Bahumiright?"

Inodded.

Her:"iamMercy.ThapeloImybrother"

Inodded.

Her:"canItakeher?"

Ilookedatmybabyandher.

Her:"don'tworryyouaresafe"

InoddedandshetookLesedi.

Her:"youcangoandbath"

Inoddedandstoodupandmadethebedbefore

goingtobath.Igotchangingclothesandwalked

outofthebedroom.ItriedtofindmywayandIdid.

IgotdownthestairsandIfoundThapelosittingon

thecouchwithablanketoverhimandIstoppedmy

tracks.Myheartwasbeatingfast.

___(flashback)___



Me:"runawayThapelo.Ourbabycan'tgrowup

knowingyouaredead"

Thapelo:"Whydoesshehateme?"

Me:"thinkaboutit."

Iwioedmytears.HelaidhisheadonmeandIfed

himmyfood.Helooksweak.Yesmommistreats

measwellbutIgetfedandhedoesn't.

Me:"Shh"

Wewereatthebackyardoutsidethehouseatnight.

Itwasjustaftersupperandshechasedhimout

sinceaweekago.HisfatherdoesnothingandI

thinkshehasahandinit.

Thapelo:"IamgonnadieHumi"

Me:"(crying)don'tsaythat.Lesedineedsyou.We

needyou"

HecloseshiseyesslowlyandIkisshisforehead

andholdhimclosetome.

_______



IwipedmytearsandheturnedhisheadandI

turned.

Thapelo:"Bahumi"

Ikeptquiet.Hestoodupandcametomelimping

andiwenttohimandhuggedhim.Webothcried.

Me:"youareok"

Thapelo:"Ialmostdied"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Webrokethehug.

Me:"whereisLesedi?"

Thapelo:"Isawmysisterandherhusbandwalkout

withababy.Ithinktheyleftwithher"

Hewipesmytears.

Me:"Iamscared"

Thapelo:"wewillbeok.Wearesafe"

Inoddedandhehuggedmeandhushedme.

Thapelo:"it'sok"



Inodded.Iamgladheisok.

.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Siyamthandawokemeupinthemorningandsaid

wearegoingsomewheretorelieveourminds.

ApparentlyislobolanegotiationsforherCousin's

husband'sexwifewhotheyshareababywithand

theywereinvited.MaybeIshouldgoandclearmy

mindsinceIamonleave.Igotdressedina

traditionaldressthatIfoundinmysuitcaseandI

lookedwonderfulaswell.Makeupdoneandmy

hairtiednicely.LukhanyohasbeencallingandI

amignoringhiscalls.

Siya:"comebabeslet'sgo,maybeyouwillscore

yourselfaman"

Ilaughed.



Me:"maybe"

Icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutwhatwentdownlast

nightwithmeandkau.Ifindmyselfbeingshyand

embarrassed.IhopeIdon'tbumpintohimsoon.

WewalkedoutandsaidgoodbyestoAyandaandI

loadedmybagsinmycar.Iwillgotoahotelafter

andfindaplacetomoveintoo..

.

.

*UNATHI*

WewokeupniceandearlyandIcalledrazorand

wechattedabitwiththeboysaswell.Iamvery

excitedaboutallofthisandnothingcankillmyjoy

atthismoment.Iwenttobathandgotdressedwith

Khensaniandshelookedwonderful.Fezilewill

definitelyputaringonthissoonItellyou.

.

.



Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:41] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert35

Khensani:"Drinksomewater."

Qamo:"breath"

Ma:"doyouwantmetostaywithyou?"

Inoddedandshesatnexttomeandhuggedme.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandQamowentto

open.

Zama:"Sanibonani(hello)"

Wegreetedandtheywalkedin.

Andiswa:"howareyou?"

Me:"iamnervous"

Ma:"shehasbeenvomitingsincemorning"

Andiswa:"sorryforbeingrudeMa.That'sSesethu

andmycousinSiyamthanda"



Them:"hello"

Ma:"youareallbeautiful.YoumighttakeUnathi's

husband"

Me:"Iwoulddie"

Theylaughedandsatdown.

Ma:"sowearejustgonnasithere?"

"Madlokovu,Ntusiyenkomo,Wenawasengweni,

Mngadi,Nene,Sthenjwa,Muji,Sabel'uyabizwa

enkonjeni,ubizwaabamhlopheukuzokhuluma

ngomhlabathiwakinikamalandela,!"

Khensani:"itsoundsliketheyareinside"

Me:"Ineedtovomit"

IrantothebathroomandMahwasbehindme.

KhensanihandedwatertomeandIdranksome.

Ma:"comedon'tstress"

Me:"Ihopetheydon'truinthisforme"

Ma:"wewon'tletthathappen"

Istoodupandflushedthetoilet



Khensani:"calmdown"

InoddedandthenIwenttobrushmyteethandthen

wewalkedbackout.

Andiswa:"everythingwillgowell"

Zama:"yeahdon'tworry"

Me:"IlovehimFriend"

Khensani:"andhelovesyou"

Sesethu:"Yeahifhehasn'tdonetheshitminedid

thendon'tstress"

Wealllookather.

Sesethu:"okweneedwineforthis.Sorrymah"

Ma:"Qamogetsomewinewearedrinking"

Qamo:"yes.Coolestmom"

Shetookitfromundermypillowandanotheras

well.

Andiswa:"thisisnotfair."

Me:"Eish."

Qamo:"youdon'tdrink?"



Andiswa:"Iampregnant"

Qamo:"Iwillgogetsomenonalcoholicwine.I

thinkIhave"

ShegotupandSesethuopenedthebottle.

Ma:"Theglassesarenothere"

Welaughed.

Siya:"Thisisweirdatthesametime"

Me:"Yeahitis"

Qamocamebackrushingholdingaboxandwine

ontop.

Khensani:"youevenboughtglasses?"

Qamo:"yes"

WeopenedthebottlesandtoldAndiswatohold

her'sclose.Wepouredanddrank.

Ma:"Iamstarting"

Wenodded,thiswillbeveryinteresting.

.

.



*MAMTHOMBENI*

Theseladiesaretakingmebacktoeverything.I

washoldingmyownwineglass.

Me:"Itwasyearsback.Over30YearsagoImeta

man.Youknowwhenyoumeetamanandheis

niceandgenuinebuttherewerewhatyoucallthese

flagsthesedays"

Sesethu:"redflags"

Ma:"yes.Inourearlyrelationshiphehadanger

issuesifImaysay,wouldsaythingsthatputme

downverballyabusedmebutIwasblindedbylove.

Ilovedhimtillwegotmarriedandhadourown

child.Hestartedtobeokafteroursonwasborn,

astimegrewthingsgotworsewhenIthoughtthey

weregettingok.Hestartedcheatingandbeating

meupaswellbutinhischeatinghegotHIV,back

thenwewerenotwellinformedwithitsohedied

fromit.OnethingIamgratefulforatthismoment

isthatwhenhecheatedheseemeddisgustedofme.

IcouldhaveHIVaswellanddiedfromitifheslept



withme."

Siya:"nowit'sjustyouandyourson"

Me:"Iwasasingleparenttoaboyanditwashard

inthesituationwelivedin.Icouldn'tturnhome

becauseourhousewasburntdownwhenwewere

youngandmymotherhelpedmeandmysister

escapethroughthesmallwindowandsoasour

littlebabybrotherandweranoffastherestburnt.

Mysongrewintoalifeofcrime.Soheisinprison"

Therewassilence.

Qamo:"that'shectic."

Siya:"mineseemspetty"

Me:"Nothingispetty"

Khensani:"Iranawayfromhomewithhim.He

promisedmetheworldandthingsathomewerenot

ok.EvenifIstayedIwouldn'thavesurvived.We

camehereandthingschanged.Heabusedme

eachandeverychancehegot.Theneighbour

wouldreporttohim.Iwantedtodobetterandtried

mybestbuthewillalwaysbeatmesayingIam



ungrateful.Iendureditasmydailypain"

Shewipedhertears.

Siya:"Hewassweet.Iwascharmedbyhisgreen

eyes.Wefellforeachother,Iwasstillinvarsity

andwehadaprogramweweresupposedto

attend.SesethuwarnedmeaboutredflagsandI

ignoredthem.Hedidn'tlikethewayIdressedat

timesandstartedbeingcontrolling.Thedayhebest

me,Ididn'texpectit.Ialmostdiedandheleftme

thereafterbeatingme.IfIdidn'tcallmyhusbandI

thinkIwouldhavedied.Hereallyismysaving

grace"

Unathi:"HewasmyBestfriend.Myfirsteverfriend.

Wewenttohighschooltogetherandhewould

protectmefrombullying.Iwasn'tthisthinwhile

growingup.IfellforhimthewayhewasandwhenI

was21,onmybirthday.Itwasthedayheburntto

deathbymymother"

IcringedandtearsescapedhereyesandQamo

huggedher.Therewassilence.

Andiswa:"myfirsteverboyfriend,Hewasso



wonderful,wemetatwork.Iwasacleanerback

thenandhewasanowner.Hegavemealiftthe

firsttimewemet.Iaskedhimifheismarriedand

hedenieditandwhenIwasdeepforhimIfindout

hewasmarried.WebrokeuplittledidIknowIwas

pregnant,nowwearemarried"

Sesethu:"allofyourstoriesit'slikeminecombined.

SiyamthandaknowsIwoulddisappeardaysand

weeks.mymotherisadrunkenwhodoesn'tknow

whatgoesoninmylifeorwhatIwouldeatnextso

agirlhustledtillIamwhoIam.EverytimeIget

beatenIwouldalwaysthinkofhomeandwhatI

wantandgoforthefuture"

Me:"youareallyoungforthis"

Siya:"IthinkIspeakforeveryonewhenIsaynow

it'sworthitbecausewehavefoundourmatches.

Menwholoveusselflessly"

Sesethu:"countmeout"

Me:"youhavefoundyours"

Wedrankourwine.



Me:"nowbedroomtalk"

Andiswa:"IthinkIhavetopee"

Siya:"Ihaven'tcalledmyhusband"

Sesethu:"IthinkIwillsticktothewine"

Me:"khensani"

Khensani:"Iamgoingtohelpuhm"

Weheardululating.Unathisatup.

Me:",everythingwentwell"

Shecriedandhuggedme.

Me:"don'tcry"

Unathi:"Iamhappy"

.

.

.

*RAZOR*

IwasinthecarwithAnelejustoutside,Iam



nervousandscaredaswell..Ihopeeverything

goeswell,myphoneringsandit'sUnathi.

Unathi:"Ngomane"

Me:"nana"

Unathi:"Iwanttoseeyou"

Me:"youwill"

"Unathi!"

Unathi:"Ihavetogo.Iwilltalktoyoulater"

Me:"surebaby"

Theguyscameouttofixingthemselves.igotout.

Ntambo:"everythingwentwell"

Me:"Sureboy"

Webrohugged.

Me:"thankyousomuch"

Kau:"wegotyourbacksandlooksliketheywentall

out"

Ntambo:"whereisAxe?"



Me:"onherway.,Comeboy"

Anelegotout"

Kau:"Ishouldearasuitmoreoften"

HesaidrunninghisfingersonMaroonsuitand

fixinghistie.

Ntambo:"youknow.It'sasign"

Me:"of?"

Kau:"thatweshouldgetmarried"

Me:"please.Thabisawilldriveyoucrazy"

Kau:"mxm"

Welockedthecarsandmadeourwayinside.Kau

reallypulledthroughformewithhisfatherand

uncle.Thisismyguyforever.Wewereledtoa

nicelydecoratedstretchtentandIgreeted.

MrNgena:"Iwillkillyouifshecries"

Me:'"shewon't"

ThemenconversatewhilewedidthesameandI

sawmywomanbytheslidingdoor.Shelooks



amazing.Shestartedwalkingoutholdingatray

followedbyotherwomentoobutmyeyeswereon

her.Shecameandkneelednexttome.

Unathi:"Mshika"

Iheardululating.

Me:"thankyou"

Shenoddednotlookingatmethenshegotupand

walkedoff.

Ntambo:"servedbymywoman.Mmmh"

IbitmybottomlipasIlookedather.

Me:"Ineedthebathroom"

Istoodupandwalkedinsidethehouseandsawa

womanwholookedavailable.

Me:"sorrymaIamlookingforabathroom"

Sheturnedanddroppedtheglass.

Me:"Mamkhulu"

Shehuggedme,Ihuggedherback

Mamkhulu:ohMntakasisi.(Mysister'schild.)Oh



Lindani"

Thiswasshockingandquestionsroamedinmy

head.

Shegotoffandwipedmytears.

Mamkhulu:"youarebackhome.Whatareyou

doinghere?Howismysoninthere?"

Me:"yes,IcameoutyearsagoMamkhulu.Iam

hereforUnathi,Ipaidlobolaforher.Fezileisok,

hecameoutweeksago.Heishere"

ShecriedandIheldher.Peoplewerewatchingus.

Mamkhulu:"takemetohim."

Shewasshaking.Inodded,Iamstillshocked.We

walkedoutsideandntambowasmakingjokesas

alwaysandthemenwerelaughing.Shewas

shakingmore

MrNgema:"Siweareyouok?"

Mamkhulu:"Fezile"

Ntambostoppedlaughingandturnedtous.He

stoodup.



Ntambo:"O'lady"

Sherushedintohisarmsandtheyhugged.Shekept

ontouchinghim.

Mamkhulu:"youarehere.Myonlychild"

Ntambo:"Iamsorrymah"

Hewasemotionalaswell.Theybrokethehugand

shelookedathimandkeptoncrying.

MrNgema:"what'sgoingonhere"

Shewasshaking.Sheheldherchest

Me:"water"

shefaintedandNtamboheldherquicklybeforeshe

hittheground.MrNgemarushedtoherandIdidas

well.Itwasamess.

.

.

*SESETHU*

ThatembarrassingmomentwhenIsawKau.I



turnedbackwiththefoodandgaveitto

Siyamthandaandshewenttoservethem.Drama

happenedandMafainted.Wewerewatchingas

theytookherinsidethehouse.Khensanirushedoff

aswelltocomfortherman.

Unathi'smom:"yesthat'sforlovingoldhags"

Isn'tsheoldforthis?"

Siya:"Ithinkweshouldstayabit"

Andiswa:"Ntetheleloiscomingtofetchme.Iam

tired"

Me:"ok"

Wewereeatingatthediningroom.Theywalkedout

allofthemandMahseemedbetterweallstoodup

andwenttohughershameandshegiggled.

Ma:"Iamok"

Zama:"wewerejustworried"

Ma:"thisismyson"

Shelookedtearysmiling.

Me:"Rope!"



Iclosedmymouth.

Ntambo:"ohthesisterinlaw"

Ma:"Iamconfusedandwon'task"

Andiswa:"wemadefoodforyou"

Ma:"thankyou"

Unathi'sdad:"willyoubeok?"

Shenoddedhetookherhandandtheywalkedoff.

Ntambo:"amImissingsomething?"

Unathi:"QamothisisMylindani'scousin.

Khensani'sbooandIguessourstepbrother"

Guys:"what?"

Ntambo:"ohhellnawthatain'thappening"

Hewasreadytofollowthem.Unathistoppedhim."

Khensani:"calmdown"

Hetookherhandandwalkedoff.

Unathi:"yourcousinhasdrama"

Theywalkedoff.



Me:"Ineedtofreshenup"

Iwalkedoff.

"Sorry"

IstoppedmytrackshestoodInfrontofme.

Guy:"Icouldn'thelpmyself"

Me:"Iamnotavailable"

Guy:"Iamreadyforachallenge,Ihavealways

seenyouonInstagram"

Igavehimalook.Iamnotaninfluenceroranything.

Me:"uhm..."

Guy:"youarebeautifulinperson"

Me:"Thankyou"

Someoneheldmywaistandthescenthitmy

nostrilsandasoftkisswasonmyneck.

"Ihavebeenlookingforyouskat"

Iswallowed.

Guy:"youaretogether?"



Kau:"yes,come"

Me:"I..I.."

Ilostwords.

Me:"Ineedtofreshenup"

Kau:"Iwillaccompanyyou"

Guy:"overprotectivemuch"

Kau:"sheismydiamondcome"

Hepulledmeaway.

Kau:"relax"

Ibreathedout.Wegottothebathroomandhegot

inandlockedthedoor.

Me:"uhm...."

Kau:"lastnightIcouldn'tstopthinkingaboutyou"

Me:"itwasamistake"

ImovedfromhimandhesatonthetoiletseatasI

fixedmyhair.Istoleglancesofhimfromthemirror.

Damnthisguy.

Kau:"Youlookamazingskat"



Me:"thankyou"

Ilookedathisjunkandit'sprintedthere.Ibitmy

bottomlip

Me:"canyougetout"

Kau:"why?"

Me:"Iamnotcomfortablewithyouhere"

Kau:"youknow..."

Hestoodupandcametowardsmeandheldme

frombehind.Icouldfeelit.

Kau:"Iwishedyouwereinmyarmsyesterday"

Hekissedmyneck.

Kau:"imaginemedoingallthatyoudidlastnight

andmore"

Me:"mmmh"

Iclosedmyeyesasshiverswentdownmyspine.

Heunzippedmydress.

Kau:"Iwillgentlyloveyou"

Itwentdowntomykneesandhekissedmy



shouldersandheldmybreastscaressingmeso

wonderfullymakingmemorewet.

Kau:"fuck!"

Me:"mmmh"

Kau:"Iwillsnatchyoufromhimandreplacethat

ringwithapermanentsurname"

Me:"whatsurname?"

Kau:"Mokoena"

Hishandstrailtomybellyandhewrappedhisarms.

Kau:"imaginemeandyouasIrubyourswollen

stomach"

Thisimage.Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim.

Me:"stopIamdripping"

Hecrouchedandtookoffmyladyunderwear.I

lookeddownonhimandheputitinhispocket.He

kissedmybuttandliftedmyonelegandslippedin

hisfingersbeforepullingoutandlickedit.

Kau:"youtasteamazing"



Me:"weareinahousefulloffelders"

Kau:"that'sthefunskat"

HistonguecameincontactwithmyVirginaandI

moanedholdingmymouth.Iheldonthesink.He

thrustedandgrindedbittingmykittensoftlyandit

drovemecrazy.Therewasaknockonthedoorbut

hedidn'tstop.

Siya:"Sethuareyouokinthere?"

Me:"yes"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Siya:"Lukhanyocalled.Areyougoingwithmeor?"

Kau:"(whisper)youareleavingwithme"

Me:"Iamnot"

Kau:"wanttobet"

Hewentback.

Me:"no!"

Thisguy.

Siya:"ok.Iwillbegoingsoon."



Heputinhisfingergoingdeep.

Me:"iwillgetacab"

Siya:"callme"

Me:"ok"

Iheardfootstepsfading.

Kau:"goodgirl"

Me:"Iamcumming"

HeletmecumandIbreathedout.

Kau:"thereisalotwherethatcamefrom"

Me:"ishouldn'tbedoingthis"

Kau:"IwoldhavehadyouonthesinkbutIwant

youonmine"

Hecleanedmeupwithatowelandwefixed

ourselvesandIgotdressedhedidn'tgivemeback

myunderwearThismanthough.Hekissesmylips

andGoddamntheyaresoftandappetizingaswell.

Heheldmywaistandthesqueezedmybutt,I

moanedandhebrokeit.



Kau:"onceItapit.Youaremineforever"

Me:"andIwouldletyou"

Kau:"wewillseetonight"

HekissedmeandIkissedhimback.DamnIam

gettingwet.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

IGottoeatandtheycamebackwithLesediandI

wasworried.TheygotusstuffaswellandIcried.

Mercy:"youwillstartschoolnextterm.Thebothof

you.IwillstaywithLesedi."

Sandile:"tomorrowIamtakingyoutotheDrfora

three-yearcontraceptive."

Mercy:"wewantA'sandB's"

Wenodded.

Mercy:"whatgradewillyoubedoingBahumi?"



Sandile:"grade9withThapelo"

Wenodded.

Mercy:"wearegoingtofetchmykidsbehave"

Thapelo:"Yes"

Theystoodupandtooktheirbagsandkeysand

walkedout.Iamsograteful.Lesediwasasleepin

myarms.

Me:"letmeputherdown"

Thapelo:"bringherhere"

Igavehertohimandwewalkedupthestairsand

wegotintheroomIwillbeusingandithasalittle

bedforher.Heputherdown

Me:"mayyoursisterandhusbandbeblessed"

Thapelo:"weareoknow"

Inodded.

Thapelo:"thankyouHumi,Ididn'tdeserveyour

kindness"

Me:"it'sok"



HehuggedmeandIhuggedhimback.Hekissed

mycheekandIblushed.Ilookedathim,Idon't

knowwhatIamfeelingbutIlikehim.Idevelopeda

likeforhim.Iwishwegrowupoldandgetmarried

andstaytogetherwithourchildlikehissisterand

husband.

.

.

.
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itwashardleaving.Reallyhardbutwemadea

promisethatthe4ofuswillvisittomorrowjustto

havelunch.Madidn'twantustoleavebutwewill

allbetogethertomorrow.Ntambodidn'tofferfor

hertocomevisitandIaskedmyselfandRazoras



well.WowsoNtamboisreallygoingtobemy

stepbrotherinlaw.Ididn'tseethatonecoming.

Aneleisstayingthough.Wegotoutsidebythecars.

Razor:"mywoman"

Wesharedaperk

Ntambo:"whereisKau?"

Razor:"Idon'tknow.Iwillseehimlater."

Me:"whydidn'tyouoffertogowithmah?"

Ntambo:"IlovemymotherbutIneedKhenallover

myplace"

Khensani:"Fezile!"

Ilaughed.

Me:"ok"

WehuggedwithKhensaniandsaidourgoodbyes

leaving.WegotinthecarandIbuckledupand

razordroveoff.

Me:"Iwillfetchmycartomorrow"

Heheldmyhand.



Razor:"Iamhappyeverythingwentwell"

Me:"metoo"

Razor:"nowit'sthewedding"

Me:"it'sgonnabestylishandchilled"

Razor:"youareexcited."

Me:"AKasiwedding.What'snottobeexcited

about?"

Razor:"Ican'twaitforyoutobeMrsNgomane

lawfully"

Ilookedathim.

Razor:"what?"

Me:"nothing"

Ilaughed.Heshookhishead.

Me:"IloveyouLindani"

Razor:"IloveyouMrs"

Iturnedupsomemusic.

.



.

*ANDISWA*

Me:"Icoulduseawarmbath"

IsatonthebedandNtethelelowentonhisknees

andtookofmyheelsandrubbedmyfeet.

Me:"mmhthatfeelsgood."

Ntethelelo:"Ihopeyouweren'tupanddown"

Me:"Iwasn't.Iwasaccommodatedwell.Iam

happyforUnathi,Iunderstoodhertoday"

Ntethelelo:"understoodher?"

Me:"whyshewasthewayshewasbefore"

Ntethelelo:"andthatis?"

Me:"Sheisafraidofloosingsomeoneshelost

becauseofatraumaticexperiencefromthepast"

Ntethelelo:"shewasconsideredmentallydisturbed

"

Me:"Ithinkunderallthatshewasagoodpersonall



along."

Ntethelelo:"youarelikinghertoomuch"

Me:"'whatifIam?"

Iremovedmylegsandstoodupwalkingtothe

bathroom.HefollowedmeandIopenedthebath

tub.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"Idon'tlikethis"

Me:"giveherachance."

Ntethelelo:"No"

Me:"AyiMntungwa"

Ntethelelo:"ifmychilddoesn'tgetharmed"

Me:"thatwon'thappen"

Ntethelelo:"Idon'ttrusther"

Me:"Iwillprovetoyoushehaschanged.You

shouldhaveseentheglowinhereyes"

Ntethelelo:"likeyours?"



Hesmirked.

Me:"yeslikemine"

Hecamecloseandkissedme.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

.

.

*SESETHU*

Heopenedthedoorandheopenedthelights

leadingthewayinwhileholdingmywaisthelocked

thedoorandnolookedaroundandturnedandhe

tookoffhisblazerandpulleduphissleevesand

lookedatmebitinghisbottomlipandthewonder

dimpleflashed.

Kau:"youarebeautiful"

Ismiled.

Me:"thankyou"



Hecameclosertomeandheheldmywaistand

kissedmeandmyhandswenttohisneck.He

kissedmyneckandmykneeswereweak.

Kau:"Iwillworshipeverycornerandcellonyour

skin."

HeunzippedmydressandhepickedmeupandI

wrappedmylegsaroundhiswaistandhewentup

thestairs.HishouseisbeautifulinaKasi

environment.Heismodernized.Hestopsbythe

passageandhepinsmeonthecoldwallkissingme

andcaressingme.Wekissedandhesqueezedmy

butt.Hisphonerangdisturbingus.

Me:"takeit"

HetookitoutandIsawthenamethatflashed.My

heartbrokethatsecond.

Me:"answerit"

Kau:"Idon'twantto"

Iwiggleddownandtriedtowalkawaybutheheld

myarm.

Kau:"Iwillbreakupwithhernow"



Ikeptquiet.

Kau:"don'twalkaway"

HestoodInfrontofme.

Kau:"okSkat"

Inodded.Hethencalledherandputitonspeaker.

Girl:"BabeIhavebeencalling"

Kau:"Iknow.ThabisaThisisn'tworkingforme

andhasn'tbeen.YouarenottheoneIwouldsettle

withoneday"

Girl:"whatdoyoumean?"

Kau:"it'sover"

Girl:"no..no..no."

Hehungupandgavemethephone.Shecalled.

Kau:"yourturn.Iwon'tbeasidenigga"

Me:"HowdoIknowyou..."

Kau:"Sesethu"

IsighedandcalledLukhanyoandheanswered.



Lukhanyo:"hello"

Me:"it'sSethu"

Lukhanyo:"babyiamsorry,wecanfixthis"

Me:"wecan't,itendshere"

Lukhanyo:"don'tsaythat.Ialreadyhavetheletter.

Wearegettingmarried."

Me:"marryhernotme"

Ihungupandhavehimhisphoneandheswitched

itoff.Ikissedhim.

Kau:"wearedoingthis?"

Inoddedandwentonmykneesandwaslookingat

histrunk.Itookoffhispantsanditsprungout.I

swallowed.

Me:"doeshebite?"

Kau:"(chuckling)No"

Inoddedandlickedhistipbeforefullyputtingitin

mymouthandhetookoffhistopandeverything

.[SCISSORED].



.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Iwantedtoholdhimtillthenightfallsandmorning

comesbutIguessheisallgrown.Smisocamein

thebedroomandheclosedthedoorandcameto

meandhuggedme.

Me:"Iamsohappytoseehim"

Smiso:"that'sgood"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Ididn'tseethisonecoming"

Smiso:"whichone?"

Me:"Unathibeingmydaughterinlaw"

Hechuckled

Smiso:"it'sasmallworld"

Me:"thankyou"

Smiso:"Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Weheldeachother

.

.

*THABISA*

Wendy:"ohbabeIamsorry"

Me:"hejustbrokeoffwithMe"

WewereinthecarKauboughtforme.

Wendy:"gogetyourman.Wecan'tbothloosethem

"

Me:"youareright"

Wendy:"willyoudrive?"

Me:"Iwill"

Iwipedmytearsandstartedthecardrivingoff.I

can'tloosehim,nohecan'tjustbreakupwithme.

ThatIwon'ttake.Wegottohishouseandwe

lookedatitandIcouldn'tmakeoutifitwasdarkor



thelightsareoninside.Iparkedthecaronthe

driveway.

Wendy:"Iwillwaithere"

Inoddedandgotoutofthecarandmademywayto

thedoor.Itookoutmykeyandopenedwhile

walkinginsideandIcouldhearhisvoiceand

giggles.

Me:"Ohno"

Iwenttothekitchenandgotaknifeandwalkedup

thestairs.Icouldhearthemabitnow.

"Ah!Fuck!"

Thebitchmoaned.

Kau:"fuckIloveyou"

TheywerekissingasIwalkedin.

Me:"ohsothisiswhatyouareleavingmefor?"

Kau:"Thabisagetout"

Me:"Iamhereforher"

IjumpedonthebedandsherolledoffandIplunged



theknifeinthebedandshepulledmyhair.

Kau:"ladies!Skat!"

Me:"leavemealoneIwanttohityou!"

Girl:"Iwon't"

Kautriedtoholdherbutshepushedhimonthebed

andletgoofme.Iturnedaroundandshewas

suckinghisdick.Ichargedtowardsherandshe

ducked.

Girl:"Iwon'tshame."

Me:"myman,mydick!?Youwillknowme

Igotonheraswefoughtandsherolledmeover

andshehitme.Imeanfistsandtheywerestrong.

KautookherandIwasbleeding.

Kau:"leaveThabisa"

Icried.

Me:"Iwillcomeback"

HepickedmeupandthrewmeoutbeforeIheard

thingsbreakingandWendycametome.



.

.

*SESETHU*

Iwalkeduptomydressandhegottome.

Kau:"skat"

Me:"don't.JustbecauseIpulledthatstuntdoesn't

meanIamstaying"

Igotmyshitandhepickedmeup.

Me:"putmedown.

Kau:"youarenotleavingandIwon'tletthat

happen."

Hekissedme.IhatehowweakIamaroundhim.

Kau:"don'tleaveme"

Allmyangervanished.

Kau:"Iloveyou"

Hebitmybottomlipandlaidmeonthecouchand

tookmythings,putthenonthesideandgotonme.



.

.

.
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*SESETHU*

IWokeupandIlookedatmysurroundings,my

kittenneedsTLCbecausewowit'sburning.Igot

upandgotoffthebed.Itakeatopfromthe

wardrobeandIwalkedoutofthebedroomandwent

downthestairsandmusicwasplaying.It'sclean

even.IlookedaroundandKaucameoutfromthe

kitchenwearingboxers.

Kau:"(smiling)Iwascomingtocheckonyou"



Me:"Iamup"

Kau:"Imadebreakfast"

Me:"Iwasgoingtohelpwiththecleaningbutisee

thatit'sdone"

Kau:"excuseme.Iamamorningperson"

Me:"onetraitsIdon'thave"

Hebithisbottomlip.

Kau:"Thatlooksgoodonyou"

Me:"ohyeahIneedthingssoIcanfreshenup"

HewalkedclosertomeandBurnaboywasplaying.

Heheldmywaist.

Kau:"Youshowedmeanotherworldyesterday"

Me:"doyoulikemakingthingsawkward?"

Kau:"it'snotawkwardsincewearetogether"

Me:"that'sfast"

Hechuckledandwhisperedinmyearbehindmeas

hemovedmywaistandbodywithhimandthe

rhythm.



Kau:"Itoldyouthat,thatringwasjustasmall

obstacle."

Ikeptquiet.

Kau:"Movewithme"

Me:"Ican'tdance"

Kau:"relaxandmovewithme"

Ibreathoutandmovedwithhim.

Kau:"yeahlikethat"

Hekissedmyneck.

"OhmyAngeli,Angelina

Ohno

SheywhenIwandeycomot,makeIsignalyou

Whyyouwanttodeyquestionmelikeaninterview

(yeah)

I'mtrynaputtheringonyourfingertoo

Andbeabetterguy,guy

Beabetterguyguy



Onthelow

Onthelow

Onthelow...."

Kau:"IamnotgoinganywhereSesethu"

Me:"don'thurtme.Itwilldomoredamagethan

youthink"

Kau:"Iwon't"

Fromonerelationshiptoanother.Itfeelsniceand

beautiful,Istarttorelax.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Razor:"thisisdaylightrobbery.Whyshouldwebuy

somethinglikewinewhenyourfathershouldbuy

theflowersandwineforusguests"

Ilaughed.Hewasred

Me:"it'showit'sdone"



Razor:"justhopetheywilldrinkallthisup"

Me:"wewilldrinkitup."

Wegothomeandheparkedthecarbehindtherest

andwesatabitinside.

Me:"let'sgoin"

Razor:"ok"

Me:"relax"

Wegotoutofthecarandheldhandsandwalked

inside.Wecouldhearlaughterandpeoplechatting.

Dadseemsrelaxedasweapproach.

Qamo:"wine"

Me:"Helloeveryone"

Mastoodupandcametohugus.

Ntambo:"shethoughtwewouldn'tcome"

Ma:"youkidschangeyourmindsalot"

Me:"webroughtwineandflowers."

Ma:"ohthat'snice.IknowLindanididn'tthinkofit"

Razor:"thisiswhite"



Hemumbled.

Ma:"Ihavebeenupsimcemorningandcooking."

Ntambo:"soyouarereallydating?"

Ma:"Fezileyes,comelet'sgotothetable"

DadandMahheldhandsandwewalkedtothe

diningroomandweallsatdown.Qamointroduced

herhusbandandwegreetedback.

Me:"whereisMom?"

Qamo:"inEasterncape.Isprayedholywaterandup

shewent"

Ma:"Qamukile"

Qamo:"sorry"

Ma:"canwepray?"

Weallclosedoureyes.

Ma:"DearGodwethankyouforthejoyyouhave

broughtinourliveandtheunionyouunfoldedin

yourchildren'slivesandblessings.Wethankyou

foreverythingthatisinfrontofusandthepeople

wholoveusunconditionallyandyourunconditional



lovesincewewereformedinourmother'swombs.

Graceuswithyourpresenceinourliveseachand

everyday.InyourholynameAmen"

Everyone:"Amen"

Westarteddishingup.ShelookedatRazorand

smiledthenatNtambowhoisfillingaroundwith

Khensaniforabowelfullofchicken.Thisisjoyful,

wehaveneversatlikethistogetheranditfeelsnice.

.

.

*MERCY*

Iwalkeddownthestairsaftergoingtoshower.

SandilekeptmeupyesterdaythatIdidn'tgetto

wakeupearlyanddoeverythingproper.Sandile

andthekidswenttoUshaka.Iwanttogooutto

Gatewaymallandjustdosomeshoppingandrelax.

Ithasbeenhecticplusthehusbandgavememoney.

Tospoileveryone.BahumiwassittingwithThapelo



andshewasfeedingherbabydaughter.

Me:"morning"

Them:"morningsisi"

Me:"haveyoueaten?"

Theynod

Me:"wellwearegoingouttorelax.Thapeloare

youfine?"

Thapelo:"Iamfine.

Me:"okletmegetmybagandthennwecanall

leave"

Irushedupthestairsandmyphonerang.Itookit

andanswered.

Sandile:"Babyhowareyou?"

Me:"Iamfresh."

Sandile:howaretheothers?"

Me:"theyareok.Wearegoingoutnow"

Sandile:"ok.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



Hehungup.ItookmythingsandcalledAndiswa

andsheanswered.

Andiswa:"andIthoughtyoueloped"

Me:"pleaseyouaretheonewhodoesn'tcall

anymore"

Andiswa:"it'salotthat'sbeengoingon.My

marking,kids,Ntetheleloandnowthisbabyis

strainingme"

Me:"baby?"

Andiswa:"Iampregnant"

Me:"Iamplaningababyshower"

Andiswa:"waittillIam8months"

Me:"butiamstillplaning.Iamsohappy"

Andiswa:"metoo.IwillcalllaterNtetheleloisbeing

ababy"

Ilaughed.

Me:"bye"

Ihungupandtheywereready.



Me:"let'sgo"

Wewalkedoutlockingandwenttothecar.They

satatthebackandIgotinthefront.Theyaretoo

youngforallofthisbeingparentsintheprocess.

AtleastIhadsandileandhewasgrownandIwas

anadultat18butIknowit'stoughattimesbeinga

parent.17and15isyoung,myheartjustbreaks

whenIlookatthem.Howwouldtheirfuturehad

turnedoutifeverythingwasn'tasitis.Wejusthave

tomakesureit'sbetterthanthesituationathand.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Ma:"Sowhenisthewedding?"

MeandRazorlookedateachother.

Razor:"Idon'twanttowaitlongsotwoweeks?"

Me:"twoweeks?"

Razor:"yeah"



Inodded.

Dad:"whatweddingwouldbeplannednicelyintwo

weeks?"

Me:"wearehavingourweddingataTownship"

Hechoked.

Ma:"Youlikeit?"

Me:"Iloveit.Iamtheonewhosuggestedandwe

alreadyhaveapastortoblessourmarriageforthe

day.Nothingbigjustsimpleandmemorable"

Qamo:"isthatUnathi?"

Me:"peopleChange"

Ntambo:"Iamsurprisedlikeyousis"

Me:"youdon'tknowme"

Ma:"it'saverylovelyideaandtheneighborswill

helpyouenjoythedaybybeingjoyful."

Me:"right?SoIwasthinking...."

Dad:"youbothagreedtoit?"

Me:"Isuggestedandlindaniwasokwiththeidea"



Razor:"whatevermakesherhappy"

Ma:"younglove"

Ntambo:"Iamstilltraumatizedbythisone"

Khensani:"Fezile"

Dad:"weareallheretostayright?"

Razor:"Iwilldrinktothat"

Wealltookourglassesandsippedonour

beverages.

Ntambo:"it'stillthesame"

Khensani:"Fezile"

Helookedatherandit'sliketheywerespeaking

withtheireyes.

Ntambo:"Iamsorry"

Ma:"youknowhowtoholdhiminplace"

Khensanismiled.

Khensani:"heisstartingtobehave"

Ntambo:"Iamhere"



Ilaughed.

Me:"tamehim.Heneedsmoreofthat"

.

.

*BAHUMI*

ThisisnicewhatsisMercyisdoingforus.Thapelo

lookshappyandiamhappytoo.Sheboughtalotof

thingsandschoolsuppliesforuswhenwestart

schoolsoon.

Me:"thankyousisMercy"

Mercy:"callmeMercyandwearefamily"

Wenodded.

Mercy:"let'sgoeatIamhungry"

Thisisrelaxing,justgoingoutandhavingnothing

toworryaboutatall.

Thapelo:"canItakeher?"

Ihandedoverleseditohimasshewasasleepand



hecradledher.

Thapelo:"shelovestosleep."

Me:"alot"

Therewassilence.Mercywasaheadofusbythe

tillwhilewewaitingforhertofinishthenwego.

Thapelo:"areyouok?"

Inodded.Awomanpasseduslookingatusand

shookherhead.Ilookedawayandfiddledwithmy

fingerstillwehadtoleave.

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:42] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert38



AweekpassedbyveryquicklyandIwouldsayIam

evenglowingandgaining.Ilovemysmallfamily

andcontentwithitaswell.Wendy,Icrossedpaths

withherandIdidn'thavetimeforherbutshedid

makesomethreatsnotthatImindedthemalot.

Razorsaidhewilltakecareofit.HonestlyIdon't

wantdrama.Thisweekendwearegettingmarried

andIamsoexcitedandhappy.Icanalreadysee

everythingyouknow,thistimeIdidn'tgooverjust

simpleandelegantatthesametime.MyMatronis

goingtobeKhensaniandmybridesmaidisQamo.

Mahissohappy.Wetoldthepastorandhewas

happyforusandwillwedusnsothingsarecoming

togetherwonderfully.Ididn'tgototheSalontoday

andsoasRazor.AneleisathomeandLetho.

Me:"Baby"

Razor:"Mmmh"

Igettohimattheloungeandhetiltshisheadfor

metoseehim.

Me:"Thecakeisaproblem."

Razor:"Iknowaladywhocandoit.Howdoyou



wantit?"

Me:"Justsimplewhitetwolayerswithagoldband

oneachbottom

Hefrownslookingatme.

Me:"what?"

Razor:"youjustsurpriseme"

Me:"wellIammasterofsurprises"

Igotonhim.

Razor:"really?RememberhowIproposed?"

Ihithischest.

Me:"Ialmostbrokeupwithyou"

Razor:"Youlovemetoomuch."

Me:"Ido"

Razor:"Iwantababywhenwegetmarried"

Me:"mycontraceptiveisleftwith1andahalfyear

beforeitwearsoff."

Razor:"Thesuperintendentwasforward"



Ilaughed.

Me:"Idon'twanttobefatnow"

Razor:"butyouwillbe?"

Me:"yes"

Razor:"oklet'sgopracticetillitwearsoff"

Me:"ohno"

Hesatupandpickedmeup.Ilaughedandwe

sharedakissgoingtothebedroom.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Wegotsqueezedintoschoolbutweareverybehind

theothergrade9's.IwonderifmeandThapeloare

inthesameclassornot.Ifixmyuniformandlook

atmyselfthroughthemirrorandIhearLesedi

cryingandIrushtogetherfromthebedandIhush

her.



Me:"Shhshh"

ItakeherbottleandIfeedhersomemilkandshe

startstocalmdown.Thereisaknockonthedoor

andItellthepersonontheothersidetocomein

andThapelowalksin.HesmilesandIsmileas

wellandheletshisarmsout.

Thapelo:"whyareyouawakesoearly?"

Me:"Shekeptmeup"

Thapelo:"IwillsleepherewithyouguyssoIcan

watchheraswell."

Me:"thankyou"

"OhIseeyouarebothready"

WeturnandSisMercywasbythedoor.

Mercy:"hiprincess.Yourparentsaregoingto

school"

ShetookLesedi.

Me:"IfshebothersIdon'tmindstaying"

Mercy:"noit'sfine.Youneedtogotoschool.Come

andeat"



Me:thankyou"

Mercy:"comebaby"

Thapelo:"meetyoudownstairs"

Inoddedandhewalkedout,Itookmyschoolbag

andblazerandIwalkedoutofthebedroomand

wentdownthestairs.Igreetedandsatdown.

Sandile:"Youareinseperateclasses"

Wenoddedandcarriedoneatingtillweweredone.

Sandile:"let'sgoguys."

Mercy:"enjoyyourfirstday"

Us:"thankyou"

Wetookourbagsandwewalkedout.Wegotinthe

carthe5ofusandoffthecarwenttodropthelittle

onesfirstthenus.

Sandile:"Ipayalotofmoneydon'tplaywithit.

Thapelo"

Thapelo:"yessir"

Sandile:"good"



Wewalkedoutandclosedthedoorbeforemaking

ourwayIn.Iwasscaredwhenwesawwhitepeople

,Ihaveneverbeeninaschoolwithwhitepeople

withitandIwasnervous.

Me:"Iamscared"

Thapelo:"metoo"

Thebellrang.hegavemeapaper.

Thapelo:"thisisyoursforyourclasses."

Me:"uhmok"

Twowhitegirlscametous.

Them:"hi,youneedtogotoclass."

Thapelo:"wearenewsowearelost"

Icouldn'tutteranythingbecauseEnglishwasgoing

tofailme.

Girl:"letmehelpyou"

Shetookmysheetandhandandwewalkedoff

seperatelywithThapelo

.



.

*SESETHU*

Ihaveoneweekbeforemyleaveendsnextweek

thenIgobacktowork.Iaminsearchofaflatat

themomentandihaven'tfoundoneatthemoment

aswell,Idon'tlikelivingwithKau.It'sjustwrong.

HejustwentoutandIwassittingonthecouch

watchingTV,Icookedjusttopasssometime.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandIwenttoopen

anditwasthatThabisawoman.Ifoldedmyarms.

Me:"Hi"

Thabisa:"thisispurewitchcraft"

Me:"Doesmymanknowyouarehere?"

Thabisa:"Heehmanyishtwodaysnyanaandit's

yourman"

Me:"YesIsaidthatandit'snotjusttwodays,you

werejustwarmingupforme."

Thabisa:"Iamgonn..."



Me:"what?Andherehecomes"

KauparkshiscarandIpushThabisaoutoftheway

andwalkuptohiscarandhegetsout.

Kau:"Thabisawhatareyoudoinghere?!"

Me:"calmdown."

Kau:"No,Iamtiredofthis"

Thabisa:"youaretiredofthisbecauseofnew

pussy?"

Me:"it'sbetterthanyours."

Thabisa:"you..."

Kauwalkspastmeandpullsherhair.

Kau:"IfIeverseeyouhereagainThabisayou

knowme"

Hekickedheroutofthegateandcamebackin.He

wasfuming,Isteepedbackashelockedhiscar

andattackedmewithakiss.

Kau:"thiswillresultinapunishmentoneday"

Me:"what?"



HelookedatmeandIlookedatmyself.

Me:"it'slikeadress"

Kau:"turnandwalkinside.Idon'twanttheseKasi

dogsseeingmybuns"

Igiggledandturnedashewalkedbehindmeand

wegotinsidethehouse.

Kau:"smellsnice"

Me:"Icooked"

Kau:"Theboxesarejustticking"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"shouldIdishup?"

Kau:"please"

Iwenttothekitchentodishup.

.

.

*BAHUMI*



ThebellrangandIamdoingZuluclass.Afrikaans

seemedtoomuchformeandIwouldn'tcopeatall.

Sofarit'sgoingokit'sjustthatIamnotusedto

kidslearningwiththatwhitescreenthing,Iam

usedtoablackboardsoit'sallnew.Itookmybag

andwentoutforbreak.IamsearchingforThapelo

atourareaandIseehimstandingwithagroupof

boysandgirls.Wowhehasmadefriendssofast

andIamsittingaloneinclassexceptMathswhereI

sitwiththiscolouredgirl.Sheisscaryaswell.I

approachthemasnervousasIamandIgetto

them.

Thapelo:"ohHumi"

Hetookmyhand.

Guy:"hiIamFanisa"

Girl:"Stopthat."

Sherolledhereyes.

Girl2:"YouaresocuteThapelo"

Hechuckled.Ijustfeltheartbrokenwhenshesaid

that.



Thapelo:"thankyou"

Girl3:"sosheisyourbabysister?"

Thapelo:"Nomygirlfriend"

Guy:"waityoulivewithyourgirl?Damnthatnice"

Girl:"mxmuzomithabhekasimbukanesisunext

term(shewillgetpregnantlet'swaitfornextterm)"

Me:"Igottogo"

Igotoutoftheircircle.

"Bahumi!"

ItriedwippingmytearsandhestoodInfrontofme

breathingandheembracedmeinahugandIcried.

Thapelo:"Iamsorry"

Isobbed.Hekeptonapologizingforsomethingwe

bothhadnoholdover.

Me:"Iamsorry.Ioverreacted"

Thapelo:"areyouok?"

Me:"Iwillgotoclass.Seeyouafterschool"

Iwalkedoff.



.

.

.
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*RAZOR*

Ikissedhershoulderandtrialedmyfingersallover

herskinandcouldhereherbreathingpace.Icould

feelhowmyheartisaccelerating.Ipullherinahug

andshewrapsherarmsaroundmeandIkissher

forehead.Iseeasmileonherfaceandthe

automaticallymakesmesmileaswell.

Me:"whyareyousmiling?"

Unathi:"isitacrmetodosonow?"

Me:"No"



Sheadjustedherselfandheldontome.

Unathi:"Iamthinkingthat'swhyIamsmiling"

Me:"about?"

Unathi:"you"

Me:"whatdidIdo?"

Unathi:"thewaywemetit'sweirdbutthewaywe

loveeachotheris...."

Me:"Ihavealwayslovedyou.It'sJustIwas

scaredtotellyou"

Shelaughs.

Unathi:"youbeingscared.Wowthat'snew"

Me:"It'snotnew.Youjustmakemenervous"

Unathi:"OhNgomane"

Me:"Iwanttovisitmom'sgrave"

Shewassilentandlookedupatme.

Unathi:"weshouldgotogetherandAnele"

Inodded.



Me:"Thatwouldbegreat"

Unathi:"Iwanttoseethisamazingwoman'sfinal

restingplace"

Me:"shewasamazing.Shewasmyeverything,its

abummershediedwithoutseeinghersontheway

shewantedandseemegetmarried."

Unathisatupandheldmyface.

Unathi:"Hey,shelovedyouandstilllovesyou

whereversheisandshewillseeyougetmarried.I

amproudtomarryamanlikeyou"

Sheperkedmylips.

Unathi:"youaremytypeofman"

Ichuckledandheldherbutt.

Me:"Shewouldhavelovedyou"

Unathi:"Iloveher"

Ilookedatherandsmiledandwesharedakiss,I

feellikethesedaysIthinkaboutmymotheralot.I

guessitwouldhavereallybeenniceifshewasalive

toseemegetmarriedandmysonaswell.Iwish



shewasheretoseethewomanIlovesomuchand

woulddoanythingforher.Ijustwish..

.

.

*WENDY*

Mom:"Intooyaziyonjeukuhlalaungenzilutho

(whatyouknowistojustsitanddonothing)"

Me:"Mahplease"

Ichangethechannelandsheclapsherhands.Iroll

myeyesasthereisaknockonthedoor.

"Makhelwane!(Neighbour!)"

Mom:"EwuungangenaSisi!(Youcancomein)"

Thedooropens.OhMaMshenguisherewiththe

townshipgossip.MindyouIhavebeenthetopicg

theirgosspisessionbefore.

MaMshengu:"HaiboNtombiitiye(Gogetmesome

tea)"



Me:"youdon'tlivehereandyoucomein

demandingthings"

Mom:"Wendy!"

MaMshengu:"it'stheseboysthatareteachingyou

tobedisrespectfullikethistoyourelders.

Mom:"mmmhyes.ThatNgomaneboy.Youwould

notsayhismotherwasaChristian"

MaMshengu:"youcan'thaveitall.HeehIhave

news."

ShesatdownandIturnedupthevolumeandMom

tooktheremotefrommyhandsandturneditdown.

Me:"butIamwatching."

Mom:"thisismyhouseWendy"

YetIpatchedit.

MaMshengu:"ThesedaysthatNgomaneboyis

alwaysupanddownwiththisyellowbeauty"

Mom:"yes.Ioncesawthewomancleaning

outside."

MaMshengu:"Lalelaphela,Loyamfanauyashada



manje(Listenhere,thatboyisgettingmarried)"

Mom:"unamanga(youlie)"

MaMshengu:"ubaba(true)"

Mom:"Wheredidyouhearthis?"

MaMshengu:"Ihavemyearsontheroad."

Icanfeelmybloodboiling.

Me:"Heisgonnaleaveher.That'swhathedoes

anywaysodon'tbesurprised"

Irolledmyeyes.

MaMshengu:"Hepaidfullcowsatthegirl'shouse

aweekagoatthewhitearea ,thisweekSaturday

theyaretyingtheknothere"

Mom:"yohWazewayenzaintwenhlelomfana.Kade

ephoxaboh(yohthisboyhasdoneawonderful

thing.Hehasbeendisappointingalot)"

MaMshengu:"ei,areyougoing?"

Mom:"yesofcause"

Me:"nx"



Istoodup.

Mom:"andthen?"

Iignoredherandwalkedout.Ican'tbelieveRazor

isreallydoingthistome.Iamgoingtostopthat

wedding.Hehastomarrymenother.That'snever

supposedtohappen.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

WegothomeandSisMercywassittingonthe

couchwatchingTV.

Mercy:"heyguyshowwasyourfirstday?"

Thapelo:"Good"

Ikeptquiet.

Mercy:"youBahumi?"

Me:"Itsfine"

Mercy:"Madeanyfriends?"

Me:"Ihavegothomework.Iwillseeyou"



Iwalkedupthestairsandgotinmyroomand

Lesediislayinginherbed.Itouchhercheek

slightlyandtearsstreamdownmycheeks.

____

Mom:"Stripthebothofyou"

Me:"MamaIamsorryIwentoutside"

Mom:"isn'tityouLovehimandyoualwayshis

savinggracegoingagainstmyorders."

Thapelo:"Hitmeit'smyfault"

Me:"no,Iwaswrong"

Mom:"Yeyi!Strip!"

Webothtookoffourclothesasshewasholdinga

sjambok,Iwaswaitingforanystrike.

Mom:"Bahumigetonthebedandlayonyourback.

"

Igotonthebedandlaidonmyback.

Mom:"Thapelogetonher"

Thapelo:"Aunty.."



Shestrikedhimthreetimesandhisskinwas

tearing.Iwasscaredandmyeyeswereglossy.

WhydoesMomtreatThapelolikethisMara,Imean

KatlegoisthesameageasThapelobutshedoesn't

treathimlikethis,hisfather.Whydoesn'the

addressthisissue.

Mom:"Getonher!"

Hegotonthebedandshehithim.Shewas

shoutingandshegottomeandhitmetoo.My

thighbledandtearsrolleddownmyeyes.She

intsructedwhatneededtobedone.

Mom:"Akereyouloveeachother"

Me:"MamaWearesorry"

Mom:"SorrymyfootBahumi!"

ShehitusandIwasscaredlookingatThapelo.He

wastooaswell,thiswasgoingtobemyfirsttime.

HepenetratedmeandIscreamed.MomhitusandI

heldinmgsobs.

Thapelo:"Iamsorry"

Tearslefthiseyes.Shekeptonhittingusifwe



wentagainstherorders.

____

IheldLesediinmyarmstightlyhuggingher.

Me:"Shh,shhnoonewillhurtyou"

"Bahumiareyouok?"

SisMercywalkedinandtearsleftmyeyes.She

cameandhuggedme.

Mercy:"it'sok"

Isobbed.

Mercy:"It'sok.Youaregoingtobeok"

Me:"Idon'twanttogotoschoolanymore"

Mercy:"youhaveto.SoLesedicanhaveabetter

childhood.Foryourself"

Me:"it'shard"

Mercy:"it'sgoingtobealright"

Isobbedandshehuggedus.

.



.

*KHENSANI*

ThefollowingdaytheSalonwasclosedsonowork.

WewillbegoingdressfittingIthinktodaybutwe

needtoconfirmwithUnathi.Iwaswokenupby

someone'stoungeonmyKittenandImoaned

holdingthesheets.Mytoescurledinpleasureand

mybodytingled.Heholdsmylegsandputsthem

inhisshoulderandhisfaceisburrieddeepbetween

mythighs.Ifeellikecrossingmylegsaroundhis

neckbutIbitemybottomlipandletthepleasure

washthroughme.Icumandhethenputsmylegs

downandgetsbetweenthemandcomestokissmy

forehead.

Ntambo:"MorningSunshine"

Ismiled.Hegetsoffme

Me:"Goodmorning.Whatawaytowakeup?"

Ntambo:"sometimesyoujustneedtoputinnew

flavoureachmorning"



Ilaughedandgotoffthebedandpickedupmy

pyjamashort.Iwonderhowhetookitoffme

withoutfeelinganything.Imadethebedthenwent

tothebathroomandbrushedmyteethandhe

walkedinandlookedatme.

Me:"uhmsomeprivacy?"

Ntambo:"wearegonnaTakeabathtogether"

Me:"thatwon'tbequick"

Hecomescloseandholdmywaist.

Ntambo:"Ihavebeenthinking"

Me:"mmmh"

Ntambo:"HowaboutIplantababyinyou?"

Me:"don'teventhinkaboutthat.Ababyisalotof

work"

Ntambo:"Imagine"

Me:"nahgetthatoutofyourhead."

Hechuckledanditurnedaroundandweshareda

kiss.



Ntambo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"IloveyoutooMthombeni"

Ntambo:"Soyoulearned?"

Me:"Ihadto"

Heperkedmylips.

Ntambo:"howmuchdoyouloveme?"

Me:"Infinity"

Hepickedmeupandplacedmeonthesink.He

partedmylegsandheldone

Ntambo:"Ididn'tgetthat"

Me:"Infinity"

Hekissedmycheekandwhisperedinmyear.

Ntambo:"let'shearitagain."

Me:"Iloveyouinfinity,Mmh"

Hethrustedinme.

Ntambo:"Doyouwantababy?"

Me:"No"



Ntambo:"Justone"

Me:"AhFezileit's...."

HeheldonmesoIcanbebalanced.Weshareda

kiss.

.

.

*UNATHI*

RazorleftandIamathome,thedressfittingwon't

happentodaybecauseofthedesignerofthe

dressesisabitbusytodaybuttheyaredone.We

boughtthemdoneit'sjustwewanttoseewhohas

gainedweightornot.IaminthekitchenandItake

outsomeingredientsforcooking.Iamgettingthe

hangofgettingbettermeals.MyphoneringsandI

answerit.

Me:"Hello"

Andiswa:"Hi,Iwanttoseeyoutodayafterwork"

Me:"uhmIamatmyFiance'shouseyoucanswing

byafterwork"



Andiswa:"okIwill"

Me:"isitaboutLetho?"

Andiswa:"No.Ijustneedustotalk"

Me:"ok.That'sfinethen.Seeyouthen"

Andiswa:"ok"

Shehungup.OkthatIwanttohearwhatshehas

tosay.ThereisaknockonthedoorandIwipemy

handsandgotothedoor.

Me:"Whoisit?"

Iopenandshwlookedatme.

Me:"Usakhonkothanamanje?(Youarebarking

evennow)"

Honestlythiswomandrainsme.

Wendy:"WhereisRazor?"

Me:"Whatdoyouwantfrommyhusband?"

Iputmyhandsonmyhips.

Wendy:"Husbandsincewhen?Pleasedon'tmake

melaugh"



Me:",whatisthisthen?"

Iwavedmyringandsheclenchedherjaws.

Wendy:"Razor!"

Me:"getoffmypropertybeforeIcallthepoliceand

arrestyoufortraspassing"

Sheclickedhertongue.

Wendy:"Iwillbeback"

Me:"nexttimeIwillshootyou"

She.Laughedandwalkedoff.Iclosedthedoor.

YohNxthesewomen.

*ANDISWA*

ItjustbreaktimeandIdoneedthisbreakfrommy

Littlegrade5's.Theyareangelsbutcanbea

headacheattimes.Itakeoutmylunchandmy

phoneaswellandcalledUnathisothatwecantalk.

Wereallyneedtotalkandaddresssomeissues.

NotthatIamfightingbutjusttomovepastthings.



SomeoneknockedonmyclassroomdoorandI

lookedupandthreegrade7learnerswalkedin

holdingflowersandamuffinbasketwithafruit

basket.

Me:"Hi"

Learner:"GoodMorningMrsKhumalo,wewere

sentfromtheofficethatthisisforyou"

Me:"Ohputitonthetable"

Thedojustthat.

Me:"Thankyou"

Theywalkedout.Isearchedforacardinthe

flowersandIfoundit.IsmiledwhenIsawwhoit's

from.

"ouuhwearegonnaeat"

Wenzilewalksin.Herclassroomisnexttomine.I

laughandshepullsachairfromthekidsdesk.

Wenzile:"secretadmirer?"

Me:"Husband"

Wenzile:"Youarelucky.Wehavetobegfora



Cadbury"

Ilaughed.

Me:"heissweet"

Wenzile:"youmustbedoinghimgood.Tellme

yoursecret"

Ilaughed.

Me:"agirldoesn'tkissandtell"

Wenzile:"Andiswa"

Ishookmyheadandgaveheramuffinfromthe

basket.

.

.
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*SESETHU*

Ilookedatmyselfthroughthemirrorandapplieda

bitofpowderontomyfaceandhegotinthe

bedroomandlookedatmebeforeshakinghishead

andgoingtothedresser.

Me:"somethingwrong?"

IwasgoingtohavelunchwithSiyamthandatoday

andcatchuponstuffthat'sgoingoninmylife.DoI

letherinonmeandKauorIjustkeeptomyself?"

Kau:"youdon'tneedtopaintyourfacetolook

beautiful"

Me:"it'scalledmakeup"

Kau:"still"

Iclosedthepowderandputmymakeupkitaway

andIwenttowardshimandheheldmywaist.

Me:",doIlookugly?"

Kau:"No,youarejustbeautiful"

Me:"Thankyou"

Kau:"Canikissyouoryouhavethoseinvisible



Lipsticks"

Ilaughedandkissedhislipsandheheldmybutt

andsqueezedit.Imoanedandwebrokethekiss.

Kau:"MaMokoenaNana"

Ilaughed.

Kau:"doaturnaround?"

Iturnaround.

Kau:"YoulookhotIamevenscaredtoletyouout"

Me:"youareexaggeratingandIwillletthemlook

nottouch"

Kau:"Iamtheonlyoneallowedtotouch"

Me:"yessir,whatshouldIbringback?"

Kau:"Yourselfsafely.Callmeifyouneedmeok?"

Me:"ok"

Wesharedakiss.

Kau:"Iloveyou"

Me:"letmego"



HechuckledandItookmybagandthenwalkedout

withhimdownthestairs.Wegotoutandhesaid

hewilldrivemethereandpickmeup.WellIhope

hedoesn'tpulltheLukhanyostuntonmebecauseI

willgocrazy.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Iwassittingatthecorneratthelibrary.Iwas

hiddenbythebookshelveswhileIwasdoingsoe

schoolworksittingonthefloor.Ihaven'tmadeany

friendssoIsitallalone.IavoidedThapeloatall

coststhatIevenskippedbreakfastthismorning.

Todayisalittledifferentbecausetherewillbea

rugbyseriessowecameoutearly.Iwasaloneand

IknowIamalonebecausethelibrarianjustleftto

whereeverandtoldmetoclosethewindowsand

switchoffthefans.TheCleaningladywillcomein

hereat15:00.Sothat's4hoursfromnow.Ihear

footstepsandIclosemytestbookandcrossmy



legs.MyheartisbeatingveryfastandIamscared.

Ipeakedmyheadfromthebookshelvesandhe

stoppedhistracks.

Thapelo:"Ithoughtnoonewasinhere."

Ijustnoddedandwentbacktomyspotandhe

camebyandsatnexttome.

Thapelo:"Ididn'tseeyouallday"

Me:"Iwasbusy"

Thapelo:"oh.Iwaitedbreaktimetositwithyou"

Ifeelbad.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Thapelo:"it'sok"

Me:"whereareyourfriends?"

Thapelo:"watchingthematch"

HeopenedhisbagandtookouthisbooksandWine

gumsandopenedthemandofferedsometome.I

tookone.

Me:"thankyou"



Icarriedonwithmywork.

Thapelo:"Humi"

Ilookedathim.

Thapelo:",Iamsorry,Iwillalwaysbesorry"

Me:"Wedidnothing.IamsorryaboutKeke"

Henoddedandputawinegumbetweenhisteeth

anditstuckout.

Thapelo:"Youwantsome"

Me:"ahThapeloeatit"

Thapelo:"Cometakeit"

IputmybooksdownandlearnedtotakeitandIdid

andwelaughed.

Me:"Thiswassilly"

HeheldmycheekandkissedmeandIwasshocked.

Thisismyfirstrealkiss.

Thapelo:"Iamsorry"

Ileanedinandkissedhimandhekissedmeback.

MyheartwastwerkingandDoingstretches



everything.Iheldhisfaceandhislipsweretinybut

didtherighgtrickanditmademeshiver.Webroke

itoffandIshyedaway.Heheldmywaistandpulled

metohim.

Thapelo:"Iamhereok?"

Inodded.Don'tpeoplesayIloveyouafterakiss.

Sointense.

Me:"ThapeloI..."

Helookedatme.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Hekeptquiet

Thapelo:"Humi"

Weweredisturbedbysomeonewalkingin.Iguess

hedoesn'tfeelthesame

.

.

*UNATHI*



AndiswacamethroughtothehouseandIletherin.

AlreadyIhavecookedandwasdonewith

everythingthatIneededtodo.

Andiswa:"thankyouforseeingme"

Me:"it'sok"

Andiswa:"FirstofallIwouldliketoCongratulate

youagainongettingmarriedandsecondlyisthatI

wantustoputourdifferencesaside."

Me:"metoo."

Andiswa:"HonestlyafterThat'sSaturdayusbeing

together.Ikindofunderstoodwhereyoucamefrom

andyourbehaviour"

Isighed.

Andiswa:"haveyoufeltwithit?"

Md:"yes.Myhusbandencouragedmetodoso"

Shesmiled.

Andiswa:"Iamgladthen."

Me:"Howisthepregnancygoing?"



Andiswa:"it'sstraining.TheDrsaidinmylast

appointmentthatIhavetoabortthebabybecauseI

wouldn'tbeabletocarryfulltermorIwouldloose

me"

Me:"looseyou?"

Andiswa:"dieaftergivingbirth"

Me:"haveyoutoldNtethelelo?"

Andiswa:"NoandIwon't.Iamkeepingthisbaby"

Me:"butwhataboutZikhaliwhowillloosehis

mother,whataboutNtethelelo?"

Andiswa:"Iwillsee"

Me:"Justtohimaboutit"

Andiswa:"ok"

Me:"letmegoanddishup"

ShenoddedandIwalkedtothekitchen.

.

.

*SESETHU*



Kaudroppedmeoffandpromisedtofetchme.I

wentinsidetheresturantandSiyamthandaissitting

therewhileonherphoneandIwenttoherandsat

nexttoher.

Me:"Girlings"

Siya:"babeshowareyou?Youareglowing"

Me:"Thankyou"

Siya:"soyousortedthingswithLukhanyo?"

Me:"noIdidn't.Webrokeup"

Siya:"Iamsorrymyfriend."

Me:"Iamgoodandhappy"

Siya:"ok.Thereismoretothis.Cometellme"

Ilaughedandcalledthewaiter.Weorderedour

foodanddrinksandhewalkedoff.

Siya:"NoSethufastso"

Ihaven'tsaidanything.

Me:"mmmh"

Siya:"talkman"



Me:"OkIhavesomeone"

Siya:"youarefast."

Me:"Wehavetomoveonatsomepoint"

Siya:"ok,sofarhowishe?"

Me:"Heisgood."

Siya:"Areyouseriousorrebound?"

Ikeptquiet.HonestlyIamconfused.

Siya:"don'tmakethepoorguyareboundsethu"

Me:"Iamnotsure"

Siya:"letgoofhimifyouaregonnausehim"

Me:"Iwon't.IloveKau"

Siya:"mmmh"

Iwon'tusehimatall.

.

.

*KAU*

IjustdroppedoffSethufromherfriendandnowI



amgoingtomeetRazor.IhavepropertiesthatI

rentoutaroundTownshipsandit'sdoingwellfor

me.Yeswedoheistsbutyoucan'talwaysdepend

onthatmoneyalone.Sethu,mmhthatwomanjust

drivesmecrazytotheedge.Sheisthekindof

womanIwouldsettledownwithamarry.Even

knockup,maybeIhaveknockedherupsincewe

haven'tbeenusinganycondom.Icanalreadysee

herbigstomach.Ichuckleatmyself,it'smyturnto

passthroughandacarspeedoutfromnowhere

andhitsmycar.

.

.

*SESETHU*

IamenjoyedmylunchwithSiyamthandareally.I

tookoutmyphonetocallKausohecanfetchme

butitwenttovoicemail.

Me:"damn"

Siya:"areok?



Me:"canyoutakemesomewhere?"

Siya:"sure"

Wepaidthebill.Iamangryathimfordoingthistoo

me,theyarenodifferentatall.Wegotinhercar

andshedroveofftohishousewithmedirectingher.

WhenwegotthereItoldhershecangobecause

mycarishereandshenoddedandwesaidour

goodbyesandsheleft.Iwalkedintheyardand

sawhisfriendRazorcomingoutofthehouse.

Me:"Hi"

Razor:"OhIwaslookingforyouunfortunatelyI

don'thaveyournumbers."

Me:"Oh.What'swrong?"

Razor:"weneedtogotothehospital"

Me:"what'sthere?"

Razor:"Kauisthere"

Istartedsweating.

Me:"uhmok"

Helockedthehouse.Waithehashousekeys?



Whatifhewalksinonusnaked.Nothisisnotonat

all.Hedroveoffitwassilent.Ijusthopeit'sa

minorthingandnothingreallymajorhashappened.

Wegotatthehospitalandwentinsideandfound

someotherpeoplethereandIgreetedandthey

responded.

Me:"What'swrongwithhim?"

Unathi:"Aspeedingcarcollidedinhiscar"

Iclosedmyeyes.

Unathi:"don'tworryhewillbeok"

Inoddedandwesatthere.TheDrscameandweall

stoodup.

Dr:"Mokoena"

Razor:",That'sus."

Dr:"Wearemonitoringhim.Wehaveremovedthe

glassesthatwereonhisskinandalsohisoneeye

won'tworkbecauseitgotstainedbyglass."

Me:"Can..I..canIseehim"

Ifelttearspricklemyeyes.



Dr:"sure"

IfollowedafterhimandIkeptonwipingmytears.

Wereachedhiswardandhisheadwasbandaged

aswell.Machinesaroundhim.Itbrokemyheart

,andtothinkIwasmadfornothing.Iwalkedinand

wenttohisside.Oneofhiseyeispatchedupand

theotherisclosed.

Me:"Kau"

ThemachineskeptonmakingtheirsoundandI

wentonmykneesandcried.

Me:"Pleasebeok."

IsniffedandtookhisbrushedhandandIkissedit

gentlyandstoodup.Ikissedhisforehead.

Me:"IneedyouBabeplease,Iknowour

relationshipisnewbutIfeellikeIhaveknownyou

forthelongesttime.Iloveyouandwannagrow

greywithyouhavealittleNgwanawithyouand

Marryyouoneday.Soplease"

Isobbed.

.



.
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Razorwasn'tokandwhenheisnotfeelingok,I

don'teither.Thefrustrationandpaininhiseyesas

wesatatthecorridorchairs,hedoesn'tknowwhat

todo.Idon'tknowwhattodobutIjustembrace

himandwesitinsilence.Irubhisbackandcradle

himlikeababy.Heismybabyatthismomentas

well.

Me:"Hewillbefine.Heisstrong"

Idon'tknowifIamtryingtoconvincehimorGodto

dosomething.

Razor:"thankyouNana"

Me:"don'tthankme.Iamherealways"

HeperksmylipsandNtambowithKhensanicome



out.Theysitnexttous.

Khensani:"sheisawful"

Weallkeptquiet.

Me:"Kau.?"

Khensani:"no,SesethuIthinkIamright."

IwouldcrymylungsoutifRazorwasinthat

position.

Me:"Ithinkweshouldpostponeaweekortwofor

theweddingtillKauisoutatleast"

Razor:"wewilltalk"

Inoddedandhetookmyhand.IhopeKaugets

better.

Me:"anyonewhowantscoffee?"

Ntambo:"Ithinkweshouldallgohomeandrest

thentomorrowwecancomeback."

Ilookedatrazor.

Razor:"weshouldgetSesethu"

Me:"Iwillgogether"



HenoddedandIstoodupandwalkedtotheward

andIgotinandshewashugginghislegcrying.I

wentclosertoherandtouchedherback.

Me:"Sethucomelet'sgoit'slate.Wewillcome

backtomorrow"

Sheshookherheadsniffing.

Me:"Sesethu"

Sesethu:"Iamnotleaving.Iamnotleavinghim"

Me:"Sesethubut...."

Sesethu:"No!Iamnotgoinganywhere,thisismy

boyfriendnotyourssoleave!"

Isighedandturnedandwalkedoutofthedoor.I

wenttoRazor.

Razor:"Whereisshe?"

Me:"shedoesn'twanttoleave"

Razor:"(sigh)Visitinghoursareover"

Me:"let'sletherbe.Iwoulddothesame"

Razor:"Ok."



Hetookmyhandandwewalkedoutofthehospital.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Ican'thelpbutworryaboutSesethu,yesshehas

beeninthegameofDatingsolongbutheartbreaks

arerealandherjumpingintoanotherrelationshipis

worryingme.Shemightgethurttryingtomoveon.

"Mam'Khumalo"

Me:"mmmh"

Ayandaputshiscarkeysonthecounterandcomes

myside.Heholdsmywaistandperksmycheek.

Ayanda:"whathasgotmywifeworried."

Me:"Sesethu"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"sheisdatingagain"

Ayanda:"Shewillgethurt"



Me:"Iknowandthatworriesme"

Ayanda:"butsheisoldnow.Shecanmakeherown

decisions.Youdidn'tgethurtwhenyoumoved

fromTristantome,maybeshewon't"

Me:"maybeIamjustoverprotectivefriend"

Ayanda:"Youareagoodfriendbaby"

Iturnaroundandgivehimakiss.

Ayanda:"whereisSiyanda?"

Me:"Andiswa'shouse.Theyarehavingasleep

overtherewiththeothersandMbongeni'skids"

Ayanda:"goodlucktoNtethelelobecausehewon't

sleep"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Idishedupforyouletmewarmit"

IwenttotakehisfoodfromtheovenandIwarmed

itinthemicrowaveanditgotdoneandgaveitto

himashesatonthehighchair.Myphonerang

andItookit.

Me:"Hello"



Shebrokeinacry.

Me:"Sethuareyouok?Didhehurtyou"

Sesethu:"Cometothehospitalpleaseifyoucan"

Myheartskippedabeat.

Me:"ok.Iamonmyway"

Ihungupandrushedoutofthekitchenandwentup

thestairsandchangedfrommysleepwearinto

tracksuitsandtookmycarkeysandmetAyanda

halfwaydownthestairs.

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Ayanda:"givemethekeys.Youarenotdriving

aloneatnight"

Igavehimthekeysandwewalkedout.Iwas

worriedalot.

Ayanda:"wherearewegoing?"

Me:"Hospital"

Henoddedandstartedthecarbeforedrivingoff.

.



.

*MERCY*

IwasreadingaMagazinewhileinbedwaitingfor

Sandiletobedonewithwhat'sonhislaptop,he

knowswedon'tbringworkinourbedroombuthe

saidit'simportantsoIlethimbe.

Me:"Iamworried"

Heclosesit.Finally,heputsitawayandpullsme

tohim.

Sandile:"aboutwhat?"

Me:"Bahumi,sinceshestartedschoolsheismore

quiet."

Sandile:"maybeit'stheenvironment.Shewill

adjust"

Me:"Maybe.OhIwouldliketogotoPretorianext

week.ImissDadandAndiswa"

Sandile:"Wecango,Ihavenoimportantmeeting

nextweek"



Me:"Thankyou"

Ikissedhimandhereturneditpullingmeontopof

him ,hishandsroamedalloverthebackofmy

bodyandIbrokethekiss.

Sandile:"Damn"

Igiggled.

Sandile:"comelet'sgoagain"

Ilaughedandwesharedakissonceagainandhe

flippedmeoverandhewasontopofme.He

openedmygownandexposedmysleepwearforthe

night.Heranhishandsonthelacematerialand

helpedmeoutofitandkissedinbetweenmyboobs

andsuckedonmynipples.Hekissedmystomach

andheldmywaistfirmlyintoplaceasweshareda

kissoncemore.Heleansovertothedrawnextto

meandtakesoutthecondomsandrollsthemout.

Ihelphimundressandputitonandheholdsmy

legsapartbeforethrustinginsideandImoaned.

Me:"Sandile"

Hekissedmyforehead.



Sandile:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

.

.

*DINA*

Iheldontothepillowastearsstreameddownmy

cheeks.Ican'thelpbutanticipatetheworst.Heis

nothomenowandit'slate.It'snotthefirstthis

weekit'sbeengoingonsincelastweekandit

worriesme.Maybeherealizedthatlovingsomeone

whocan'tgivehimkidslikemeisuseless.

"Baby"

Isniffandwipemytearsandclosemyeyes.I

couldsmellhisscentashecomestomysideand

touchesmyface.

Zamani:"Baby"

Ikeepmyeyesclosed.

Zamani:"Dina"



Iopenmyeyesandwelookateachother.

Zamani:"What'swrong?Whyareyoucrying?"

Me:"periodpains"

Zamani:"didyoudrinkpills?"

Inodded.

Zamani:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"ok"

Zamani:"ok.Come"

HestoodupandIsatupandgotoffthebed.

Me:"wherearewegoing?"

Zamani:"come"

Iworeslippersandhetookmyhandandwewalked

outofthebedroom.Wewentdownthestairsand

therewasabigredheartinthemiddlemadeoutof

rosepetalsandIwentthereandtherewasacard,I

tookitanditwasempty.Iturnedtohimandhewas

gonebuttheslidingdoorwasopen.Doesheknow

howlateitisforthesegames.Iwalkedoutofthe

slidingdoorandsmallcandleswerecreatingapath



wayandIgottotheendandstillthesamerose

petalsheart.

Me:"Zamaniit'slate"

Iturnedaroundandhewasbehindme.Hescared

methatIheldmychest.Hewentdownononeknee

andmyheartwasracingandtearsnearingmyeyes.

Hebreathedoutandtookoutasmallboxand

openedittoaring,alumpwassuffocatingme.

Zamani:"Idon'thavemuchtosaybutcanyou

marryme?"

Inoddedtryingtowipemytears.Icouldn'tspeakat

thispoint.

Zamani:"Ididn'tgetthat"

Me:"Yes"

Hechuckledandslippedintheringinmyfingerand

stoodupheldmywaistandwesharedakiss.

Zamani:"Iloveyou"

Me:"IloveyouToo"

Heembracedme.Ididn'tthinkhewouldstilllove



methismuch.Ithoughtourrelationshipwasover

afterknowingIcan'treallyconceive.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Iranmyfingersonhisskinsoftly.It'sscaryhow

muchatthismomentIlovethismaninjustashort

spaceoftime.Sodeeplyeven.Iamscaredofbeing

hurtanduamscaredofloosinghimaswell.My

phoneringsandit'sSiyamthanda.Itakeitand

answerher.

Me:"hello"

Siya:"whereareyou?"

Me:"Iamcoming"

Ihungupandstoodupandkissedhisforehead.I

wentouttowhereSiyamthandaisandshesawme

andrantohugmeandIbrokedowninherarms.

Siyamthanda:"it'sok"



IcrieduntilIwasokandshewipedmytears.

Siya:"didhehurtyou?Whyareyouhere?"

Me:"Hegotinvolvedinacaraccident."

Ibrokedown.

Siya:"ohIamsorry"

Me:"it'smyfault.Ishouldn'thaveagreedforhim

totakeme"

Sis:"itcouldhavehappenedtoanyone.Isheok?

"

Me:"Hiseyeisdamagedduetoglass"

Siya:"atleasthewillsurvive.Don'tworryok.Be

strongforhim"

Inoddedasshecraddlesme"

.

.

*UNATHI*

AfterbathingmyselfIwenttoourbedroomand



Razorwaslookinguptotheceiling.Iwenttolotion

andgotdressed.

Me:"baby"

Razor:"mmmh"

Igotinbed.

Me:"hewillbeok"

Henodded.

Me:"comelayonmommy"

Hechuckledandipulledhimtolayonmychestand

playedwithhishair.

Me:"Iamhereok?"

Razor:"heismyBestfriend"

Me:"Iknow.Y'allhadbadqualityinchoosing

chicks"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"andyouaregoodquality?"

Me:"yes,meandSesethuaregoodquality"

Razor:"thankyouNana"



Me:"Iwouldalwaysbethereforyou"

Razor:"Iloveyou"

Me:"ILoveyoumore."

.

.
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Iwalkedoutofthebedroominthemorning.Razor

hasn'tbeenokthesepastfewdays,Ilove

comfortinghimbecausehebecomesababy.Iget

totheloungeandheislayingonthecouch.Ikiss

hisforehead.

Me:"aren'tyougoingtocheckyourbusiness?"

Razor:"Iwillgomidday"

Me:"theDrssaidheisgettingbetterand



respondingtoanythingtheygivetohim"

Razor:"yeah"

Me:"tellyouwhat,let'sgotodinner.Afancyone

andIwillpayforanythingyouwant"

Heturnstome.

Me:"whatdoyousay?"

Henods.Ilaughandperkhislips.

Me:"IwillseeyouAfterworkok?"

Razor:"iwillcomeby"

Me:"ok.Dutycalls"

Itakemybags.

Me:"Byebaby"

Razor:"ByeNana"

Iwalkoutofthedoor.Ihopehegetscheeredup.I

wantmymanback,Igotinthecaranddroveoffto

work.

.

.



*KHENSANI*

Ntambo:"doyouhavetogo?"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Youboysareactinglikebabies."

HecameandheldmefrombehindandItookmy

phonefromthecharger.

Ntambo:"weareyourbabies"

Ilaughedandturnedaroundandwesharedakiss.

Ntambo:"Aren'tIyourbaby?"

Me:"youare"

Ntambo:"maybegivingmeakissandstaying

wouldmakemefeelbetter."

Me:"Thekissingyes.Stayingno.JustbecauseI

workforyoursisterinlawIhavetostillvaluemy

job"

Ikissedhimandhebrokeit.

Ntambo:"Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutooandthankyou"

Ntambo:"for?"

Me:"lovingmeandprotectingme."

Ntambo:"it'smymission."

Me:"thankyou"

Ihuggedhim.

Ntambo:"areyougonnacrybecauseIwillpanic"

Ilaughed.

Me:"no."

Webrokethehug.

Ntambo:"ohok.Don'tcry,Ifeartears"

Ilaugh.

Me:"letmeleavebeforeIenduponthefloor"

Ntambo:"Iamtouchedyouknowme"

HeputshishandonhischestandIlaughrollingmy

eyes.Itakemybag.

.



.

*BAHUMI*

SchoolisNormal.Iamgladthatit'saFridaytoday

andnextweekwearewrittingtestssoit'sgonnabe

abitbusy.SomeoneKnocksonmydoorandI

instructthemtocomeinandsisMercycomesin.

Me:"sheisasleepbutIbathedandchangedher

andfedherearly"

Mercy:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamok"

ShesatonthebedandpattednexttoherandIwent

tositnexttoher.

Mercy:"Howisschool?"

Me:"it'sok"

Mercy:"areyouadjustingwell.Theenvironment

andeverything?"

Me:"yes"



Lies.

Mercy:"youcantalktomeaboutanything,even

boys"

Ilookedaway.

Mercy:"Ok?"

Me:"thankyou"

Shesmiled.

Mercy:"itsmypleasure.CanIhavethebaby

monitor?"

Igaveittoher.

Mercy:"Iwillcheckuponher"

Inodded.

Mercy:"come"

Itookmybagandwewalkeddownthestairs.We

greetedtheothersandIsatnexttoYolandaandwe

ate.IhavebeenavoidingThapelothesesdaysandI

wouldliketokeepitthatway.V

Thapelo:"Iwillbeoutside"



Hetookhisbagandwalkedout.

Mercy:"andthen?"

Sandile:"Iwilltalktohim"

Mercy:"pleasedo"

Herhusbandnodded.Ijustcarriedoneating.

.

.

*KAU*

IcoldfeeltheheavinessofmybodylikeIwantto

bepulledbackbutIresisted.Itriedtoopenmy

eyesandonesucceedswithastruggletokeep

openandtheotheroneisshut.Itriedtoclearmy

throatbutitseemstobetheworstmistakeIhave

evermade.IlookuptheceilingandIclosemy

eyesagain

.

.



*SESETHU*

Me:"canIhavesomecoffeeplease"

Thesaleswomannodsatthehospitalcafeteriaand

Ipayandstandthere.

"MyDr"

Iturnedaround.

DrSokhela:"DrKhumalo'stwin.Cametovisitor

youwantyourleavetobeshortened."

Me:"No."

DrSokhela:"youdon'tlookok"

Me:"personalissues"

DrSokhela:"Ohapologies."

Inoddedandgotmycoffee.

Me:"seeyounextweek"

DrSokhela:"IwantmysexypartnerbacknotwhatI

amseeing"

Ichuckled.



Me:"Iwilltry"

Iwalkedoff.Igotintheelevatorandpressedthe

flooranditwentup,itpingedandIgotoffsipping

mycoffeeandwalkedtotheward.IthankUnathi

forbringingstuffformetochangeinyesterday,I

haven'thadagoodnightsleepsinceKauwas

admittedandIdon'tthinkIwill.Iwalkedinsidethe

wardandIwenttotakeaseat.Iputmycoffee

downandstoodupandkissedhisbustardlips

softly.

Me:"Whenareyouwakingup?Iamworried"

HeopenedhiseyeandimovebackfirstbeforeI

huggedhimandhegroaned.

Me:"Iamsorry.LetmegogettheDr"

IranouttryingtofindhisdrnandIdidandwewent

backtohiswardandhewasstillawake.Myheart

wasjumpingandtheDrcheckeduponhim.He

clearedhisthroatandpointedatwaterandIhelped

himdrinkwater.

Me:"areyoucomfortable?Areyouok?"



Kau:"canIhaveakissfirst?"

Me:"afteryouhaverecovered"

Kau:"Sethu"

Hegroaned.Ikissedhimandhesmiled.

Kau:"whycan'tIopenmyothereye."

Me:"theycoveredit"

Kau:"cantheyremoveitbecauseIwanttoseeall

ofyou"

Ibitmylipandtearsrandownmycheeks.

Me:"it'sdamaged.Youwon'tseewithitanymore."

Kauchuckledthenbecamesilentwhenhesawthat

Iwasserious.

Kau:"Fuck!"

Hesmashedmycoffeeoffthetabletothefloorand

ijumped.

Me:"calmdown"

Kau:"calmdown.!Sethu?!Whereismyfuckeneye!

?"



Me:"pleasebaby"

Iwalkedtohimandputmyheadonhischest.

Me:"calmdown..youcanstillsee,Iloveyouand

that'sallthatmatters.Thatyouarebacktome."

Hisbreathingwasveryhigh.

Me:"Iloveyou.Don'tscaremelikethatok?"

Kau:"Iamsorry"

Isniffedandlistenedtohisheartbeat.

.

.

.
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*BAHUMI*



Thecarparkedinfrontoftheschoolgateandwe

bothopenedthedoor.

Sandile:"Haveagreatday."

WenoddedandIclosedthedoorandIstarted

walkingoffandIfeltsomeonegrabmyarm.I

turned.

Thapelo:"Humiwhat'sgoingon?"

Me:"with?"

Thapelo:"Yourattitudetowardsmelately,isit

aboutthekiss?IfIdidsomethingwrongthenIam

sorry"

Me:"Thapelo"

Heletgoofmyarmandwalkedoff.Istoodthere

andlookedathimdisappearbeforeIfollowedafter

himandwenttomyownclass.Iamjusttryingto

avoidsituations.Verystickysituationsand

ThapeloisoneofthemIdon'twanttobecaughtup

inandlooklikeIamtakinganadvantageofhis

sister'skindness.



.

.

*UNATHI*

Me:"ohmyGod.Vihaven'thadlunchasyettoday.

"

Khensani:"Ntamboboughtlunchforus"

Me:"That'sniceofmystepbrother"

ShelaughsasIsitdownonthecouch.

Me:"heydon't"

Khensani:"youdobothactlikesiblings"

Me:"soyoustaytogether?"

Shwbecomessilent.

Me:"Don'ttakemeseriouslythen.Sorryfor

invadingyourpersonallife"

Khensani:"pleasedon'tinvadeit"

Me:"ok"



Shegotup.

Me:"andthen?"

Khensani:"Ihavesomethingtodo"

Me:"Khen!"

Shewalksout.Myphoneringsandit'sRazor.Itake

themeatandthenIanswer.

Me:"Mylozenge"

Razor:"don'tevercallmethatagainNana"

Me:"yousaidyouwerecomingthrough"

Razor:"Iam.IjustgotacallfromThehospitaland

Kauisawake"

Me:"mmhbabythat'swonderful.Let'smeetatthe

hospital."

Razor:"okandthankyouforeverything"

Me:"youaremybabyandababymustbetaken

careofbyitsmother"

Razor:"Youaremymother?"

Me:"youknowIamamotheroffallthings"



Hechuckled.

Razor:"IloveyouNana"

Me:"Iwillseeyou"

Razor:"ok"

Hehungup.Thisisgreatnews.Icarriedoneating.

IwillleaveafterIamdone.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Ifixedhispillowproperlyandhissittingposition.

Me:"areyoucomfortable?"

Kau:"Iamfineskat"

Me:"Areyousure?MaybeIshouldgoandbuya

pillowforyouthat'sbetterandfluffier"

Heheldmyhand.



Kau:"relax.Iamok."

Ibreathedoutandnodded.

Me:"doyoufeelanypain?"

Kau:"No."

Me:"mustbetheIntrathecalAnalgesiait'sapain

reliefmedicationthatlastforabout12–24hours

andonceitstartstowearoff,theinitialpost-

operativepainshouldhavesettled.Itisstrongpain

relievingmedicationthatisinjectedintoyourspine,

eitherbeforeyouroperationoronceyouareasleep.

Kau:"BabyyoulostmeatMust"

Ilaughed

Me:"Iamsorry"

Kau:"NoIlikethatsmartbrain."

Irolledmyeyes.

Kau:"comehere."

Igottohim.

Kau:"Idon'twanttolooseyouoverthesegreatly



educatedguyswhohaveaboutTwodegrees

mastersandeverything,Ihaveneverbeenscared

ofloosingsomeonebeforeandIam.It'sworse

nowthatIamloosingbodypartsbutwhat'sinhere.

Idon'tthinkitwillbelostanytimesoon"

Hepointedathisheart.Ihaveneverseenhimthis

emotionalandithurtme.Iheldhischeeks.

Me:"Youwon'tloosemeoversomethingwehadno

controlover.Iloveyou,withorwithoutyoureyes.

Istillloveyou"

Ikisshimandheresponds,webrokeit.

Kau:"evenifyouleaveIwillannoyyoubackinto

mylife",

Ilaughed.

Me:"justlikehowyouannoyedmeintoyourlife"

Kau:"youmeanmysheets."

Me:"Gotosleep"

Hechuckled

Kau:"youarescaredbythetruth"



Me:"it'slies"

Helooksatme.

Me:"thewayyouarelookingatmewithyourone

eyeit'screepy"

Kau:"wearestuckwithit"

Igiggledandhesmiled.

Me:"Iloveyouok?Don'tworryaboutus"

Kau:"Iwon't."

.

.

*UNATHI*

Igotoutofthecarandlockeditandwalked

towardshimandwesharedahug.

Mehaveyouwentinside?"

Razor:"noIhaven't."



Me:"ok.Come"

WewalkedinsideandwenttofindKauandSethu

andwegotin..

Kau:"thatwasquick"

Me:"Hi"

Sesethu:"Hi"

Shesmiled.

Razor:"yougaveusafright"

Hehithisshoulder.

Kau:"ouch!"

Me:"Lindani!"

Razor:"Iammad"

Me:"no"

Kaulaughed.

Me:"howareyoufeeling?"

Kau:"wewillseeastimeprogresses"

Inodded.



Razor:"Iamstillmad"

.

.
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[AMONTHLATER]

"Lovehastrulybeengoodtome

Notevenonesadday

OrminuteIhadsinceyoucomemyway

IhopeyouknowIgladlygo

Anywhereyoutakeme

It'ssoamazingtobeloved

I'dfollowyoutothemoonintheskyabove



Igot,gottotellyouhowyouthrillme

I'mhappyasIcanbe

Youhavecomeandithaschangedmywholeworld

Byebyesadness,hellomellow

Whatawonderfulday

It'ssoamazingtobeloved

I'dfollowyoutothemoonintheskyabove,above

Andit'ssoamazing,soamazing

Icouldstayforever,forever

Hereinloveandwouldleaveyounever

'Causewegoamazinglove

Trulyit'samazing,soamazing

Lovebroughtustogether,together

Iwouldleaveyouneverandnever

'Causewegotamazinglove........"

Iheldmybreathandwantedtobreatheatthesame

time.Hesmiledlookingatmeandeveryonejoins



inunisonasIwalkclosertohim.Dadkeepson

pattingmyarmandIamsurehecanfeelhow

nervousandscaredIam.Myheartwantstojump

outofmythroatatthesametimeIwanttorunout,

comebackinandstartalloveragainjusttomake

surethisisnodreamatall.Hemeetsushalfway

anddadlooksathimforaminute.

Dad:"Iknowwhereyoulive.Iwillkillyou"

Me:"Dad,Iamold"

Dad:"IamsuretotreatyourauntthesamewayI

wantmydaughtertobetreated."

Razor:"Yessir"

Dadunhookedhisarmandhekissedmyforehead.

Dad:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

HeletgoofmeandRazortookmyhandandkissed

it.

Razor:"Youlookbeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"



Pastor:"Canwestart?"

Wenoddedandeveryoneseated.Theceremony

startedwithhimblessingusandproceedingto

othereventsthroughthewholeceremony.He

prayedforourringsandwemadevowstoeach

otherandpromisetoabidbythem.Soonwewere

pronouncedhusbandandwifeandwesharedakiss.

EveryonewashappyforusandIwasmorethan

happy.

Razor:"Ididn'tgetaproperkiss"

Me:"haah"

Thepastorlaughed.

Pastor:"sheisyourwifenowyoucandoanything"

Razor:"youheardtheanointedman"

Heheldmybuttandkissedme.Iwassoshyand

embarrassedafter.Wewalkedoutofthechurch

andwegotinthecarsandwearedrivinghomenow

tochangeintothetraditionalattire.Allinone.I

lookatmyringandheholdsmyhand.

Razor:"what'swrong?"



Me:"Nothing.Everythingisperfect."

Ilaymyheadonhischest.

Razor:"Itis"

Ilookedathim.Wegothomeandaswegotout

thepeoplesangforusaswewalkedinsidetheyard

andwewentourseperatewaystochange.Itook

offmyheelsandtheVailandKhensaniwithQamo

helpedmeoutofthedress,thedooropenedand

Andiswawalkedin.

Andiswa:"Hiladies."

Us:"hi"

Andiswa:"IwantedtocongratulatetheMrsbefore

shedisappearsandileave."

Me:"thankyouforcoming"

Andiswa:"Thankyouforinvitingmehere.Iam

happyforyou"

Me:"Iamhappyformyself"

Andiswa:"IleftyourgiftwithMah.Ihopeyousee

it"



Me:"thankyou.Iwillchecklater"

Andiswa:"ok.Letmeleaveyouandgojointhe

others."

Me:"Thankyou"

Shewalkedout.

Me:"amIdone?"

Qamo:"weartheshoes"

IworetheshoesandIworemytraditionaldress

andbeadsandablanketontopofmyshoulders.I

mademyhairniceoncemoreandTheyescourted

meout.

Qamo:"isencanelengane!"

Shemadenoiseandthewomenandmen

accompaniedmeoutofthegatewhereImetRazor

alldressedwithNtamboandKau.Hetookmyhand

andweparadedthewholetownshipsinging

traditionalsongsallaround.Imadethebest

decisionbyhavingourweddingthisway.



.

.

.

*MERCY*

Me:"Whichflavourdoyouwant?"

Iholdthesaucesintheair.

Yolanda:"Tomatosauce"

Sandile:"Buybarbequesauce"

Yolanda:"Daddy"

Sandile:"onedayandit'sgone"

Me:"youareright,youwaste"

Shesulked.

Me:"don'tgivemethatface"

Sandile:"Atall"

Me:"sheisstillasleep"

IlookoveratLesedi.



Yolanda:"Isthatournewbabysister.Whendid

mommyhaveabigstomach?"

Me:"somemommieshavesmallstomach's"

Shenoddednotunderstanding.

Sandile:"what'snextonthelist?"

Me:"babystuff.Formula,pampers,babyfood"

Sandile:"ok"

Ipushedthetrolley.Shewassittingonthecarseat

attachedtothetrolley.

.

.

*UNATHI*

"Yebo!"

Ilaughedandlookeddownbeforeturningaround

andIshookwhatIhave.

"KhulumaweBozzaYami

Khulumawes'thandwasami



Ahh

Yonkintooy'funayomayenziwe

KhulumaweBozzaYami

Khulumawemuntuwami

Ahh

Yonkintooy'funayomayenziwe

Ngiyaziufunais'khathi

Sokuthisithiukuz'khiphakancane(kancane)

Yonkintooy'funayomayenziwe

Ngobangawengiwinilengiwinilengiwinile

Ngawenaweminangokutholawena

Wehwehweh

NgazengabambaiLotto(ngabambiiLotto)......."

Iturnedaroundandputmyarmsonhisshoulders

andwesharedakiss.

Qamo:"usisiwamiKelowangishiyelaibele(thisis

myoldersister!)"



Ilaughed.

Razor:"danceformeagain"

Me:"ok"

Istarteddancingforhimwhilemimickingthelyrics,

Iwouldsayheseemedcharmedbymymoves.

Me:"Yonkintooyifunayongizoyenza"

Razor:"Wozauzoyenza(comedoit)"

Ihithisshoulder

Me:"Ngomane"

Everyonelaughedandhelaughedtooandheldmy

waist.

Me:"Youdon'tsaysuch"

Razor:"whatdidIsay?"

Ishookmyhead.

.

.

*WENDY*



Momforcedmehere.Mystomachturnedasthey

displayedhowmuchtheyloveeachother.Iwanted

tovomit.Iwasangry,Thewayhelooksatherit's

likeheispossessedonsomecloud.Likesheisthe

onlyimportantthingintheworldever.Theywere

dancingnowwhilepeoplewerewatchingand

eating.IwassittingwithThabisaandsheishere

forKau.

Thabisa:"ifhewasstillwithmetherewouldn'tbe

noaccident"

Ikeepquietandshetouchesmythigh.

Thabisa:"sorrychomi"

Tearsleftmyeyes.

Woman:"Anibasheshisengeplatebahambelabo

sisi!(Bringfoodquicklysotheseladiescanleave

)"

Thabisa:"it'snotyourwedding"

Woman:"andcertainlynotyours.Imightstarve

you"



ShewalkedoffandIwipedmytears.Theycan't

behappylikethat,No!Ibuilthim andshetakes

himandgetsthedreamwedding!No!

.

.

*SESETHU*

Me:"Khensani!"

Shecomestome.

Me:"doesUnathineedanything?"

Khensani:"Notasyet"

Me:"okthankyou"

Shesmiledandwalkedoff.Ihelptheladiesdishup

andsomegoingtoserveatthestretchtent.It's

packedforrealbutit'saverybeautifulbusyday.

Someoneholdsmefrombehind.

Kau:"Iheardyouarethekeyholderofthe

cherishedroom"



Igiggled.

Me:"Iam"

Kau:"Ineedsomething"

Me:"Nobabyyoucan'tdrinkanyalcoholyoujust

gotoutofthehospital"

Kau:"3weeksago"

Me:"stillyoutakepills.OrdersfromtheDrtothe

patient"

Kau:"ok,Iwillgetsomethingfortheboys"

Ihandedtheplateoverandwipedmyhands.

Me:"comeIwillopenforyou,butthereisthe

mobilefridgeoutside"

Kau:"stockisfinished."

Ishookmyheadandwewenttothebedroomandi

openedthedoorandwegotin.Iwenttolook

around.

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Kau:"This"



Iturnedaroundandhekissedmesqueezingmy

butt,Imoanedandwassoakeddownthere.

Me:"Kaustopkuzomoshakala(itwillbemessy)"

Kau:"Akumoshakale(Letitbemessy)"

HekissedmeandIbrokeit.Hesatonthebedand

pulledmetohislapandwekissed,itwas

passionateandnice.IfeltnauseousandIpushed

himoffandrantothebathroombutIdidn'tmakeit

tothetoiletsoIvomitedonthefloor.

Kau:"shit!"

HewalkedoutrushingandIcrawledtothetoilet

andvomited.Qamocamebackwithhimand

cleaningsupplies.Icleanedup,wipingmymouth.

Qamo:"didyoueatsomethingoff?"

Me:"Ihaven'teatentoday."

Iflushedthetoiletandfinishedcleaningup.Istood

upandQamowentoutwiththecleaningsupplies

andIwenttothesinkandwashedmyhandsand

rinsedmymouth.HecameclosetomeandI

turnedandheldhisshouldersandclosedmyeyes.I



sigheddeeplyandlookedathim.

Kau:"areyouok?"

Me:"Iamsorry?"

Kau:"Aboutwhat?"

Me:"Ihavebeensickforsomedaysespecially

whenIsmellyourperfume"

Kau:"andIchangedittwice"

Me:"Iampregnant"

Helookedatme.

Me:"saysomething"

Kau:"uhmDamn"

Me:"Ohw"

Kau:"Iamgoingtobeafather?"

Inodded.HetouchedmystomachandIputmy

handsoverhis.Itwasinvisible.

Kau:"Alittleusisgrowinginthere?"

Inodded.Hewipedmytears.



Kau:"whyareyoucrying?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Iamscaredbyyou"

Kau:"wearepregnant.Weareexpecting,Gosh"

HehuggedmeandIheldontohim.

Kau:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Kau:"Me,Afather?"

Ichuckledandsniffed.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Iwaslisteningtomusicthroughmyphonethatwas

boughtformeasIamdoingwellinschool.Sis

Mercyandherhusbandgotoschooleverytwo

weeksandgetreportsonhowwearedoingin

schoolandThapeloisexcellingmorethanme.A

knockcomesfromthedoorandItakeoffmyear



phonesandgoandopenthedoor.

Me:"Hi"

HewalksinsidemyroomandIclosedthedoor.He

hangsaroundthisgirlalotingrade11soIhave

beendepressingmyselfinbookseversince.

Thapelo:"areyouavoidingme?"

Me:"yes"

Thapelo:"whyHumi?"

Me:"I...I..."

Whatisagoodreasonwithoutsoundingjealous.

Thapelo:"tellme"

Me:"it'snothing."

Thapelo:"sharp"

Hewalkspastmeandhelooksatme.

Thapelo:"Bahumi"

Me:"mmmh?"

HecomesandkissedmeandIkissedhimbackand

Ibrokeitoff.



Thapelo:"Iwillseeyouwhenyouwanttoseeme."

Hewalksout.Isighandgetonthebed

.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Me:"didIcomplimentyoutoday?"

Unathi:"manytimes"

Me:"wellIloveyou"

Unathi:"iloveyoutooNgomane."

Igaveherakissandrespondedandbrokeit.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert45

*ANDISWA*

Wewalkedinsidethehouse.Myfeetwere

throbbingandswollen.Isatonthecouchandbent

totakeoffmyshoesandNtetheleloenteredright

after.ThekidsarevisitingAuntyKhulisiwe.

Me:"whataday"

Ntethelelo:"doyouneedamassage?"

Me:"Justwarmwaterbutweneedtotalk"

Ntethelelo:"Iwillgetthewarmwaterfirst"

Me:"pleasesitdownit'simportant."

Helookedworried.

Ntethelelo:"iseverythingok?"

Me:"It'saboutthepregnancy"

Ntethelelo:"youarefeelingcramps?"



Me:"calmdown.CanItalk?"

HenoddedandsatinfrontofmeandIsighed.

Me:"Baby,I...."

IbecamesilentbeforeIsighed.

Me:"Iwon'tbeabletocarrythebabysmoothly"

Ntethelelo:"that'sunderstandbutDrscanhelpwith

that"

Me:"Ihavetochoosebetweenmeandthebaby

andIchoosethebaby"

Ntethelelo:"whatdoyoumeanbetweenthebaby?

Choosingwhat?"

Me:"theDrtoldmethatmywombisnotstrong

enoughandit'samiraclethatIampregnantbutI

can'tcarryoutbaby,.Ihavetoabortit."

Hesighed.

Me:"ifIkeepit.Iwon'tsurvivebecauseitsarisky

pregnancy."

Ntethelelo:"whenyousaidyouarechoosingthe

babyyoument?"



Me:"iwon'tabort.Iwillkeepit"

Ntethelelo:"whataboutmelwhataboutZikhaliand

everyoneAndiswadon'tmakeirrationaldecisions

asmuchasIhateabortionbutIwon'tletyoudie."

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"Ihavemadeupmymind.Tomorrow

morningwearegoingtotheDr"

Me:"it'smybody,youwon'tjustsayanyhow!"

Ifrowned.

Ntethelelo:"YeyiIpaidforthatbody,youarethe

wifeandIamthehusband.WhatIsaygoes"

Me:"nowyousoundabusive"

Ntethelelo:"Iamputtingmyfootdown"

Me:"mxm"

Ntethelelo:"evenifyoucanswearatmeIdon't

care."

Hewalkedupthestairs.

Me:"ArghNtethelelo!"



Ithrewmyphoneontheothercouch.Iamnot

abortingthisbaby.

.

.

*DINA*

Iwascookinganicemealtoday,Iwanttospoilmy

fiance.Ihaven'tmadeacallathomeandIlast

stoppedcallingthetimeIhadtoburymysister.

Thedoorbellranganditurneddowntheheatand

wipedmyhandsbeforegoingtoattendthedoor

andIopeneditandstoodabeautifulwomanonthe

doorstep.ShesmiledshylyandIdidthesame

confused.

Her:"hi"

Me:"Hihowareyou?"

Her:"IamlookingforMrZamaniKhumalo"

Me:"heisnotcurrentlyhere"

Her:"whoareyou?"



Me:"hisfiancee"

Her:"Ohok"

Ifrownedandbentdownonthesideandsherose

upwitha1yearoldlookingbabyboyandmyheart

startedbeatingfast.

Her:"Iwon'tbeabletotakecareofthem,Pleasedo

"

Shehandedtheboytomeandtheshecomeswith

ababygirl.Ifeeltearspricklinghereyesandshe

kissesthem.

Her:"mommywillbeback"

Me:"uhmputheronthecouch"

Shetooktheirbagsandwewalkedinside.She

placedthemandshesaidgoodbyeandwalkedout.

IlookedatthesekidsandIhavenodoubtthatthey

arehis.Ifeelhurtandbroke.Itakeoffmyring

andIcry.

.

.



.

*BAHUMI*

Mercy:"Lesediissuchanangel"

IsmiledfaintlyandlookedovertoThapelowhowas

playingwithhisfood.

Mercy:"haveyouwrittenyourtests?"

Me:"justafewdaysleftbeforewestart"

Mercy:"Ihopeyouarebothstudying"

Ismiledfaintlyoncemore.

Thapelo:"Iwillbeinthebedroom"

Hestoodup.

Mercy:"yourfood"

Hecarriedonwalking.

Me:"Ihavetogostudy"

Mercy:"Ok.Youcango,Lesediwillsleepinour

room"



Inodded.Iwalkedupthestairsafterthat.

.

.

*MERCY*

Me:"bedtime"

Phila:"canIsleepwiththebaby?"

Me:"Tomorrowhoney"

HenoddedandikissedhischeekandYolanda's

andthenwenttothedoorandswitchedoffthe

lightsbeforewalkingout.Iwenttoourbedroom

andSandilewasplayingwithLesedi'dfingers.

Sandile:"Don'tyouwantustohaveanotherbaby?"

Me:"thiswillbeourbabyfornow"

Hechuckled.Iwenttothebathroomtopeeand

thenIwalkedoutandchangedintomynightwear

andgitinbednexttothem.Lesediwasinthe

middle.



Sandile:"Whatdoyouthinkiswrongwiththem?"

Me:"Iamwondering"

Henodded.Ilaidnexttothemandwebothlooked

atLesedi.

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Ifeeltired.MybodyfeelswornoutandIjustneed

thebedandapillowandthenIcanrelaxintosleep.

Peoplestartedleavingalongtimeago.Justthose

smallpeoplewhoarestillhavingalcohol.Thewhole

familyleftthough.Ijumpedonthebedandtookoff

myshoesandcrawledtothepillowstillinmydress

andIclosedmyeyes.Ahsleep,justwhatIneeded.

SomeonekissesmyforeheadandIopenmyeyes.

Razor:"sleep"

Inodded.



Me:"comebacksoon"

Razor:"Iwill"

IclosedmyeyesandIdozedofftosleep.

.

.

*DINA*

Iwassittingbythebedroombalconyatthemain

bedroomanddrinkingsomeofhiswhisky.Ijust

drinkandchuoldabitthinking.Thekidsarelaying

onthebedanditwasn'tahasslegettingthemthere.

Ijustbathedthem.Fedthemandgotthemtosleep.

ThedooropenedandIknowheiswalkingin.The

lightsareoffandonlythemoonshiningoutside.

Thecoldbreezeisdoingnothingtomyskin,

doesn'tfeelascoldasIamatthismoment.

Zamani:"ithoughtyouwouldbeasleep"

Hecomescloserandheisstandingnexttome.I

takeasiponcemore.



Zamani:"youaredrinking?"

Me:"it'sneeded"

Zamani:"let'sgetyoutobed"

Me:"thekidsareonthebed"

Zamani:"whatkids?"

Itookthelastgulpandgroanedbeforelookingat

himandwalkedinside.Iopenedthesidelampand

itlituptheroomabit.

Me:"yourkids,1yearolds"

Zamani:"canwetalk?"

Ishookmyheadandtearsleftmyeyes.

Me:"Ican'ttalktoyou.IamnotgoodenoughI

know"

Zamani:"don'tsaythat"

Me:"it'strue"

Iwalkedtothedoorandhecameandpulledmy

armtohischestandheldme.Icouldn'tfightmy

bodyoffhis.Ithurts,IfeelsohurtlikeIamstabbed



athousandtimes.

Zamani:"itwasamistake.OnemistakeandIam

sorry"

Isobbed.

Me:"Ican't.Ithurts"

Zamani:"Iamsorrybabybutdon'tleaveme.

Pleasedon't"

Ishookmyhead.

Zamani:"(softly)please"

Heheldmetight.Myheartisaching.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

EveryonewasalreadyasleepandIwasstill

studyingformytest.IamnotsmartsoIneedto

studytwiceashard.ItryamathquestionbutIget

stuckandendedupnotdoingit.IthinkofThapelo.



MaybeIshouldaskhimwhat'swrongbecauseit's

creatingtensionaroundthehouse.Igetoffmybed

andIwalkedtohisroomandknockedlightlyand

checkedthecoast.Ijustopenedthedoorandhis

sidelampopenedashesatup.

Thapelo:"Bahumi"

Unclosedthedoor.

Me:"what'swrong?"

Thapelo:"aboutwhat?"

Ne:"everything"

Thapelo:"it'syouwhoisactingweird"

Me:"Iamnot."

Thapelo:"youare"

Me:"youstartedhangingwiththatgirlfromgrade

11andforgotwhoIam"

Thapelo:"that'sabsurdBahumi"

Me:"lookevenyouevensayabsurblikeit'san

astonishingword"



Thapelo:"whatifit'sastonishing"

Me:"youarenotmakingsense"

Thapelo:"comehere"

Iwentclosertothebedandsatonit.

Thapelo:"Idon'tbiteHumi"

Imovecloser.

Thapelo:"eversincethekissyouavoidedme"

Me:"Idon'twanttobeintroublewithyoursister"

Thapelo:"wearenothavinganotherbabyBahumi"

Ilookedathimandhecamelosertomeandhis

facewasinches.

Thapelo:"tellmeyoudon'tfeelanything"

Me:"Idofeelsomething"

HekissedmeandIclosedmyeyesandresponded,

hebrokeit.

Thapelo:"thenletmeinBahumi"

Ibitmybottomlipsandnodded.Hepulledme

insidethebedandkissedmeandIresponded



beforehegotontopofmeandIclosedmyeyesas

heheldmywaist.Heseparatedandgotbetween

mylegsandIlockedthemonhiswaist.

Thapelo:"IloveyouBahumi"

Iopenedmyeyesandhekissedmyneck.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Wesharedakissagain.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert46

*SESETHU*



Me:"numrousnumbersofmodelsweredeveloped

tohelpassessordescribethecurrentlevelof

informationtechnologyadoptioninthehealth

sector.Theyareusefulbenchmarkswhenlooking

atpatient

informationsystems."

DrSamuels:"whatisthat?"

DrNzama:"Maturityandadoptionmodels"

Me:"yes.TheWorldhealthorganizationknownas

WHOreleasedwasontothiskindofhealth

improvingtechnology"

Siya:"wehavethatinhospitals."

Me:"Iunderstandthat...."

DrNzama:"MostlyinPrivatehospitalsthan

governmenthospitals"

Me:"ortheydohaveingovernmentinhospitalsjust

notasadvancedandimproved."

DrSmith:"Ihearyou"

Me:"yes,theseelectronicpatientinformation



systemshavethebeenseenaspotentialto

improvehealthbygivingusandmanymorehealth

professionalsimprovedinformationaboutour

patients.Wealsoimprovethequalityofhealthcare

andhelpcontrolcoststhroughimprovedefficiency.

"

Siya:"whatisthepointofallofthis?"

Me:"Weareadevelopingcountry.Asonewehave

resourcesdevelopedcountriesmayhaveandsome

wedon't,mypointisweneedyourhusbandtohelp

improveourHealthsystemjustliketheAndroids,

it'sgreatbusinessforhimandhestartedsmall

fromFixing...."

Siya:"headphones"

Me:"exactlytocreatingmovinglimbsthatarenow

improvingpeople'shealthmorethanweknow.

Nowtheycanexerciseandcarryonwithlifelikea

fullylimbedperson."

Siya:"Iwilltalktohim"

Me:"Smith?"



Smith:"AstheownerIliketheideaofimproving

alotofourHospitalfacilities"

Me:"thankyou"

DrNzama:"Neverwouldhavethought"

Me:"goodinfopartner"

Wehighfive.

DrSmith:"Wehavetoattendourpatients."

Inodded.WegotreadytoleaveandIfelttheneed

tovomit.IrantothesinkandIvomitedandIrinsed

mymouth.

Siyamthanda:"areyouok?"

Me:"yesIamok"

ShelookedatmeasIgotdone,iclosedthewater.

Me:"Don'tTellanyone"

Siya:"likeIwould"

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:"Iampregnant"

Siya:"woahyouarehavingLukhanyo'schild?"



Thesmileonmyfacedisappeared.

Me:"Shit!"

Siya:"what?"

Ipacedupanddown.

Me:"NowIdon'tknowwhothefatheris"

Siya:"Sthuthisiscareless."

Isatdown.

Siya:"calmdown.ForgetLukhanyoandcarryon

withyourboo"

Me:"Whatifit'snothis?OhmyGodKauwillgo

crazy"

Siya:"wewillcrossthatbridge"

Me:"Iamsocareless."

Siya:"ithappened.Justdon'tthinktoomuch"

Isighed.Ihopeit'snotLukhanyo's.Kauwillbe

crushed.Iamcrushed.

.

.



*UNATHI*

Me:"Baby!"

Razor:"Mmmh?"

Me:"whatdoyouwantmetocook?"

Razor:"Uhmanythingthatcomesintomind"

Me:"ok"

Ikisshischeek.

Me:"shouldertakeAnelenowornextweekorwe

lethimchoosewhohewantstolivewith"

Razor:"wecanrevisitthatabitlater,weneedto

thinkthisthrough"

Me:"Iagree."

Itookthepresents.Iopenedthemanditwas

utensilsmostlyandhomeappliences

Me:"therearethreesteamironsalready"

Razor:"wecouldselltwosomewhere"

Me:"yeahwedon'tneedthismuch.Ohthisis



fromAndiswa"

Itooktheboxandlookedatthenote.

***Afteralongdayofwifeduties***

Iopeneditanditwasafootmassage.

Me:"ooouh,willtacklethiswifethingprettygood"

Razor:"Iamsureitsmentforme"

Me:"hayi"

Iputeverythingthatwasscatteredonthebedback

insideitsoriginalplaceandstartedpackingaway.

Razor:"comehere"

Me:"mmmh"

Razor:"comehere"

Iwenttohimandhepulledmetohislap.

Razor:"Ihavebeenhavingdreams"

Me:"what'sgoingon?"

Razor:"it'susgettingmarriedthenafterweare

happy,downthelineyoumeetmymotherandshe

takesyourhandandmyhandandwalksoffwithus



tellingusit'salright"

Ikeptquiet.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatthatmeans"

Razor:"Metoo"

Me:"Maybeitmeanssheisblessingusfromthe

otherside"

Hesmiled.

Razor:"thatmeanssomuch"

Me:"Iknowhowmuchyouwishedshewashere

butsheislookingdownonyou"

Razor:"Iknow"

Ikissedhim.

Me:"letmegoandcookformyhusband"

Hesmirked.

Razor:"andthedesertneedstobespoton"

Me:"don'tworryitwillbecreamy"

WesharedachuckleandIkissedhislipsbefore

goingoutofourbedroom.



.

.

*KHENSANI*

Iwasstandingbythekitchenfrustratedwiththe

kettlenotturningonyetitisnew.Ireallydon't

understand.

Me:"argh!"

"Whyareyousogrumpyinthemorning?"

Iturnedandhelookedatme.

Me:",thekettlewon'tturnon"

Heturneditonanditworked.

Me:"thankyou"

Ntambo:"That'ssexualfrustration"

Hestandsbehindme.

Me:"No,Ijustwokeupfrustrated."

Ntambo:"mmmh,letsseeifit'snot"



Hekissesmyneck.

Me:"Iamstillscaredofyou"

Hechuckled.

Ntambo:"butDumamshinihasfoundcomfortinhis

home"

Me:"hehastobestrong."

Herunshishandsundermysilknightdresstomy

buttandsqueezedit.

Me:"Fezile"

Ntambo:"tellmeyoudon'tfeelthat"

Me:"stopitiamtryingtomakesometea"

Itaketheteabagsandpopinthecup.

Ntambo:"orthis"

Hesqueezesitagain.

Me:"stopit."

Islappedhishandsandwenttopoursomewater.

Ntambo:"orthis"



Heheldmybuttandspankedit.

Me:"Fezile!"

Hechuckledandihithischest.

Me:"stopthat!"

Hetakesmycupandputsitdownandpicksmeup.

Ntambo:"therearestillthingsyouneedtofeel"

Me:"putmedown!"

Ntambo:"youarenotrunningawaytoday"

HekissedmylipsandIendeduprespondedtohis

kiss.Hegoesandlaysmeonthecouchandgets

onmeandweshareakiss.IcNfeelhisshafton

mythighpokingit.

Ntambo:"heisreadyforyou"

Me:"who?"

Ntambo:"Dumamshini"

Ilaughed.

Me:"heshouldhideagain."

Ntambo:"nah,Iwanttohearyoucry"



Me:"like?"

Ntambo:"ohMthombeni!"

Ilaughedandhekissedme.

Ntambo:"wouldyoudothat?"

Ishookmyheadandhesmirked"

Ntambo:"wewillsee"

Me:"yeswewillsee"

Heranhisfingersundermynightdressandhe

squeezedmyboobsandkissedme,hewenton

caressingme.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Lastnight,nothinghappened.Wekissedand

decidedtosleep,Iamgladwechosetodosoatthe

sametimeIamscared.Thapelodidn'tsaymuch



youknowsoIamnotsurewhat'sreallyhappening.

MondayIstartwrittingandIammorethanready,I

haven'tspentmuchtimewithLesedi.Yessheisa

fewmonthsbutIdolikethosemomentwhenIjust

lookather.SisMercyandherhusbandhavetaken

overherbutIamnotcomplaining.Iwalkeddown

thestairsaftercleaninginmyroomandfoundSis

Mercyandtheothersmakingbreakfast.

Yolanda:"Iamcoveredinflour"

Phila:"andthebabytoo"

Mercy:"sorrybabies,comelet'sgobathyouall

andgetyououtofthosepyjamas."

Me:"goodmorning"

Mercy:"morning,howdidyousleep?"

Me:"wellandyou?"

Mercy:"shewasanangel.Letmegobaththem

andchangethem,Thapelochecktherestofthe

pancakesandBahumihelpyourself"

Inoddedandshetookfromthebabyseatonthe

counterandthelittleonesfollowed.Itwasabitofa



mess.

Me:"thiswasmessy"

Thapelo:"trythisone.Madebyme"

Ilaughed.

Me:"puttheambulanceonspeeddial"

Thapelo:"mxm"

WelaughedandKatethepancake"

Me:"notbad"

Thapelo:"it'sawesomeIin"

Irolledmyeyes

Thapelo:"Iamcoveredinflour,justasimplehug

andyouwilltoo"

Me:"no,askies"

Hechuckledandwestartedcleaningupthekitchen.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*



Smiso:"yesterdaywaswonderful"

Ilookedathim."

Smiso:"what'swrong?"

Hesatonthecouchnexttome.Isughed.

Me:"Idon'tfeelgood"

Smiso:"about?"

Ismiled.

Me:"Iwillbeok"

Iheldhishand.

Smiso:"Iamworried"

Me:"don'tbe"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Smiso:"ifyousayso"

Inodded.DeepdownIwantedtotellhimaboutthe

dreamIhadoffmysister,hisdaughterandmy

niecebutIcan't.Idon'twanttoworryhim,Iwill

justhavetoprayaboutit.Itworriesmealot.



.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*DINA*

Iwokeupintheguestbedroomandfeelingempty.

Ifeltlikemyheartwasbleedingmyandmythroat

wasalsosore.Isniffedandgotoffthebedand

madeitbeforewalkingoutofthebedroomdoor.I

wenttothemainbedroomandIdidn'tseethekids

onthebeandneitherZamaniinsight.Iwentto

washmyfaceandbrushmyteethbeforewalking

outofthebedroomdownthestairsandIheard

peopletalkingandsilencefilledtheroomonceI



entered,Istoppedmytracksatthelaststepand

scannedmyeyes.Iamangrythathecalledhis

family,Iamangrythathedoesthisandnowhe

wantshisfamilytointerveneliketheywerethere

whenhecheated.

MeKhumalo:"Mydaughter"

IlookedatZamaniwholookeddown."

Me:"Hi"

MrKhumalo:"pleasetakeaseat"

Iwasn'tdressedproperly.Iwasstillinmynight

wearbuthedidn'tseemtomind.Itookthefleece

offthecouchandsatnexttoTheauntwhosmiled

andIreturnedit.

MrKhumalo:"wearesorrytoinvadeyourspace

likethis"

Me:"it'sok,it'severyone'sspace"

Zamaniclearedhisthroat."

Zamani:"Baby.."

MrKhumalo:"letmespeak"



Hekeptquiet.

MeKhumalo:"wehavebeeninformedofthe

unfaithfulnessofmyson,leadingintobringingtwo

lives."

Me:"sorrytointerrupt"

Henodded.

Me:"Ifhelovedmethewayheusedtolietomeall

theseyearsthenhewouldn'thavecheated.No,it's

notthatamanhasneeds.Itriedmyverybestto

Carterallhisneedsandbeyondwhathappens

betweenthesheets.Iwaslikealivinginhousewife

whenIwasn'tevenmarriedtohim.Iobeyedwhat

heputacrossandgavehimaplatformtobeaman

inmylifebutIguessIdidthattoomuch.Iwasn't

doinganygoodforhi!WhenIthoughtIwas.."

MrKhumalo:"wehearyouandwearedeeplysorry

foroursonsmistakes."

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"Cheatingisneveramistake.Youcheat

becauseit'syourchoice.Neitherarethosetwo



kidsamistake."

Aunty:"whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Ijustdon'twanttobehereatthe

momentIamsorry"

Istoodupandwalkedupthestairs.Igotinthe

bedroomandtookoutasuitcaseandIstarted

throwingmyclothesin.Ifeelhisarmswraparound

me.

Zamani:"pleasedon'tleave.IamsorryLineo"

Tearsleftmyeyes.

Zamani:"BabyIwasthefirstandlasttime."

Ilovehim,IlovehimsomuchbutIcan't.Knowing

Iwon'tbeabletogivehimkidsandtheirmother

mightcomeback,knowinganotherwomangave

himwhatIdesiredtogivehim.WhatIcannotever

giveyohimbreaksmemorethanhischeating.It

hurtsmethathewentoutthereandcamebackwith

whatIdesiredtogivetohimanditfeellikeadagger

isstabbingmeinmyheartandlungs.Iholdmy

chestastearsgodownmycheeks.Itrytobreathe



butprovestobedifficult.

Zamani:"breatheslowly,trytobreathe"

Itrytobreathbutitgetsmoredifficult.Imakehand

suggestiontohimandIgoonmykneesandhe

rushesoff.Itrytotakedeepbreathsatleastbutit's

stillthesame.Hecomesbackandheputsmy

headonhislapasheputsmymedicationnextto

him.

Zamani:"Iamgonnapumpandyouinhale"

HepumpedmyinhalerasIclosedmyeyesand

inhaled.Hekeptongoingandbrushingmyhair.

Zamani:"breathe.Youaregettingthere"

Itriedtobreatheandhedidagain.Istartedtocalm

down.Hebrushedmyhead.Ihaven'tusedmy

asthmapumpinyears.

Zamani:"areyouok?"

Itookadeepbreathandnoddedslowly.Hekissed

myforehead.

Zamani:"youscaredme"



Ilookedattheceilingandblinkedmyeyesclosed.

.

.

*RAZOR*

ItookmycarkeysoffthebedroomtableandI

walkedout.Thearomacomingfromthekitchen

wasgettingmystomachgrumbling.Ibitmy

bottomlipwhenIsawhermovearoundthekitchen

anditfittedtheimageperfectly.Iwalkedinside

andwenttoholdherwaistandkissedherneck.

Unathi:"Iambusy"

Shesmiled.

Me:"whenIcomebackIdon'twanttofindyou

busy"

Unathi:"youwon't.Youwillfinddesertbeforeand

afterdinner"

Me:"letmestaythen"

Unathi:"no,goanddoyourstuff.Iamnotgoing



anywhere"

Ismiledandkissedher"

Me:"ok"

Iturnedandwalkedouttomycar.IgotinsideandI

droveoff,myphonerangandIsearchedforitandI

founditthenanswered.

Kau:"MrHusbandofthecentury.Greatwedding"

Me:"(chuckle)howareyou?"

Kau:"good.Verygood"

Me:"Sesethutreatingyougood?"

Kau:"somuch"

Ichuckled.

Kau:"what'swrongyousoundoff"

Me:"Ididn'tsleepgood"

Kau:"firstnightsarelikethat"

Me:"IdreamtofMa"

Hekeptquiet.



Kau:"andwhatwasshedoing?"

Me:"itwasourweddingandafteritshetookour

handsandwalkedwithus"

Kau:"maybesheisblessingyouguys"

Me:"wethoughtsotoo"

Kau:"thenitis.Ifyoudon'tfeelgoodaboutthe

dreamoryouhaveitagainjustconsult"

Me:"sothehealercanrevealmydirt.Never"

Hechuckled.

Kau:"Iamplaningaheist"

Me:"countmein"

Kau:"2million"

Iwhistled.

Me:"meandyou?"

Kau:"andNtambo"

Me:"weshallmeetup"

Kau:"sho"



Me:"ok"

HehungupandIputmyphoneaway.That'sa

reallygoodone.It'sbeenlongsincewewentona

heist.IgottotheChisanyamaandgotoutand

peoplestartedwhistlingandclappingloudly.I

chuckled

"Ah!mRay,usebenzile(Razodyoudidwell)"

Ishookmyheadandgavethekeystooneofthe

carwashingboysbeforewalkingtowardstheinside.

.

.

*WENDY*

Thabisa:"IamgivinguponKau"

Me:"hawuandthen?"

Thabisa:"arghit'sawasteofmytime"

Me:"yesterdayyouwereattheweddingforhim

todayyoudon'twanthim?"



Thabisa:"thereareplentyoffishinthesea,IthinkI

shouldhookyouupwithsomeone"

Me:"no,Iwantrazor"

Thabisa:"giveitupfriend"

Ishookmyhead.

Thabisa:"heismarried"

Me:"stopremindingme"

IdrankmyciderandIsawRazorgettingoutofhis

carandwalkingtowardsus.

Me:"Iwon'tgiveup"

HewalkedpastusandIlookedathim.Mmmha

bandaroundhisfingerlooksgoodonhim.Ifonlyit

wasmine..

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Iwassittingonthecouchgoingthroughthe



channelsontvwhileNtethelelocamedownthe

stairs.

Ntethelelo:"let'sgoAndiswa"

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"let'snotfightoversomethingpetty

please"

Me:"ourchild'sliveispettytoyou?"

Ntethelelo:"pleasedon'tcauseunecessarydrama

andputwordsinmymouth"

Me:"mxm."

Ntethelelo:"shouldIcarryyouout?"

Ne:"noiwillwalkmyself.Iwon'tforgiveyoufor

this"

Ntethelelo:"andIwouldn'thaveforgivenmyselffor

lettingyoudiewhentherewasanoption"

Iignoredhimandwalkedupthestairs.

Ntethelelo:"hurry"

AsIdisappearedtearsrandownmycheeksand



wipedthemwhiletouchingmystomach.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Iheldmythroatandsniffedbeforegoingintoour

bedroom.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Icouldn'tconcerntratealotduringthetimeIwas

workingandIamgladIamnotdoinganyoperation

oranythingthatrequiresmyfullmindedattention.I

finishmyfirstroundandIgotomyofficeandit's

open.IwalkinandIfindKausittingonthetable

andIsmiledandclosedthedoorandwalkedtohim.

Me:"whatbringsyouhere?"

Kau:"cametoseemywoman"

Ismiledandperkedhislips.

Me:"nicesurprise"



HetookmyhandandplacedasmallCristal

diamond."

Me:"whatisthisfor?"

Kau:"whatitsymbolizesyou"

Me:"wheredidyougetit?"

Kau:"itdoesn'tmatter.Keepitsafe"

Me:"ok"

Hegotof.Thetableandheldmywaist.

Kau:"howismylittleone?"

Iswallowed.Herubbedmystomach.

Me:"good"

Kau:"treatmommygoodinthere"

Ifaintlysmiled.Iheldhishand.Ihopethisisour

babyandnotLukhanyo,Ihavetoseea

gynaecologistandseehowfarIamandtakeitfrom

there.

Me:"Iamthinkingofbookinganappointmentwith

agynaecologist"



Kau:"Thatwouldbewonderful"

HekissedmylipsandIresponded.Hebitmy

bottomlipsoftly.Webrokeit.

Me:"doyouhavetowearsunglasseslikethat

babe?"

Kau:"Ilookcool"

Igiggledandremovedhissunglassesandranmy

fingertipsonhischeektowardshisrightclosedeye.

Me:"bendandletmekissit"

HebendshisheadforwardandIkisshiseyessoftly.

Me:Iloveitlikethis."

Kau:"Idon't"

Hesighed.

Me:"Iloveyou"

HenoddedlikeachildandIgiggledbeforekissing

himagain..

.

.



Tobecontinued
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*ANDISWA*

wegottotheDrandmyheartwasbeatingfast.We

hoppedoutofthecarandmadeourwayinsidethe

practice,Iwenttositdownwhilehetalkedtothe

receptionist.Itookamagazineandtriedtokeep

myselfbusybutmyheartwasbeatingfastand

scared,IhopetheDrwillhaveadifferentoutcome

thatwill

Workinmyfavour,ourfavouraswell.Ntethelelo

cametomeandstoodoverme.

Ntethelelo:"wecangoinside.TheDoctoriswaiting

"

Istoodupandoutthemagazinedownandwewent



inside.TheDrsmiledandIdidn'tatall.Ilooked

around.

Dr:"Pleasegochangetothathospitalgownand

thencomelayonthebed."

IlookedatNtetheleloandhelookedatme.Iwalked

offandheheldmyarm.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Ikeptquietandyankedmyarmoffandwipemy

tearsandwenttochange.AfterIwasdoneithen

wenttolayonthebedandtheDrcame.

Dr:"Thereisstillanoption,Maybeyouwouldn't

wanttogetridofthebaby"

Ntethelelo:"Wedon'thaveachoice"

TheDrnoddedandgavemepillsandwatertodrink.

Dr:"Iwillberightback"

HeleftafterIwasdonedrinkingandIclosedmy

eyes.Webothdidn'tspeaktoeachother,Ihope

thisdoesn'tsucceedinthenameofJesusIhopeit

doesn'tsucceed.Iopenedmyeyesandlookedat

theceiling,MinutespassedandIstartedfeeling



paininmyabdomen.

Me:"Ah!"

Iheldmystomachasthecrampsincreased.Tears

streameddownmyeyes,theDrcamebackinside.

Dr:"Allofthiswillbeoversoon."

Itfeltpainful,whatIfeltinmyheartfeltmore

painfulthatwhatIamfeeling.Itfelttoomuch,I

sobbedwhileholdingmystomach.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Iwasmovedoutside.Iwashappywhenshetold

mewewereexpectingbutitcamewith

complications.Ican'tlooseher,neitherthekids

can'tlooseheraswell.Iscrolledthroughmy

phonetocheckanyemailsImighthaveoranything

andIclosedmyphoneoncemore.Thedrcomes

outandistandup.



Dr:"Everythingisgettingdone.Sheneedsanhour

thenshecangohome"

Me:"ok,thankyou"

Henoddedandwalkedbackinside.Isighedand

satdownburyingmyheadbetweenmyhands.

Me:"Gosh"

Igroanedandstoodupmakingmywayoutsidejust

forsomefreshair.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Me:"(singing)Uthandolwaminawe,Olwethu

sobabili.Umuntuwesithathuakafuneki,indaba

zethulezo"

Icombedthehairwhilelookingatmyselfthrough

themirror.Ifixedmymakeup,lookedatmyself

forthelasttimeandIheardthedooropening.The

frontdoor.



"Mmhitsmellsnice"

IstoodupandworemygownandslippersandI

walkedoutofthebedroom.

Razor:"Idon'tknowwheretostart?"

Me:"Anywhere"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Razor:"waitletmelockallentrances"

HerushedoffandIlaughed.Hewenttolockthe

frontdoorandcamebacktothekitchendoorand

lockeditaswellandcheckedtheWindows.Iwent

tositonthecouchandtookoffthegownandI

startedtouchingmyselfandhecameback.

Razor:"Damn"

Iranmyfingersallovermybodyandlickedthem

beforeplayingwithmyclitoriswhilebitingmy

bottomlip.

Razor:"Alittlesugarbeforefoodwouldn'thurt"

Ikeptongoingandhecameclosertomeandwent

onhisknees.



Razor:"CanItakeover?"

Ismiledandnoddedandhepartedmylegswider

andkissedmykittensoftlybeforesuckingonitand

Imoaned.

Razor:"Mmh.Ilovethatsound"

Hewentbacktolickingandsucking.[SCISSORED]

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Istartedwithcookinglunchjusttogetmymindoff

things.Smisoisstayingathomenow,heistooold

torunwhateverheusedtorunandnowhestays

herealldaywithme.Iclosethepotandturnand

seemysisterinthecornerofthekitchenandshe

smiles.

Me:"We-"

ShedisappearsandIcloseandopenmyeyes.

"Areyouok?"



Iturned.

Me:"Ineedtopray"

Smiso:"ohok.Itsmellsgoodinhere"

Me:"thankyou"

Hekissedmycheek."

Smiso:"letmenotdisturbyou.Iwillbeinmystudy

"

InoddedandhewalkedoffandIturnedtowhereI

sawmysisterandsheisnotthereanymore.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Kau:"didyouhearwhatIsaid?"

Iturntohim.

Me:"what?"

Kau:"nevermind"



Me:"Iamsorry.It'sjustmymindisbusyaround

work"

Kau:"Iwillseeyouthen"

Hestoodup.

Me:"baby"

Istoodupaswellandwentinfrontofhimand

stoppedhim.

Me:"Iamsorryok"

Kau:"Iamnotmadoranything.Iamjustletting

yougobacktowork"

Me:"Iloveyouok?"

Kau:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ikissedhimandhereturnedit,heheldmybutt.

Me:"Mmmmh"

Ibitmybottomlipandranmyhandtohiscrotch.

Me:"Iamfeelingabit"

Kau:"Don'tstart"

Me:"Comeon"



Kau:"youwillcry"

Me:"comeon,whereisthemanIfellfor?"

Hesmirkedandheturnedmearoundandhetook

offmycoatandhethenpinnedmeonthetableand

hestoodbehindmewhisperinginmyear.

Kau:"youwantthis?"

Inodded.

Kau:"Iwillpunishyou"

Me:"pleasedo"

Heliftedmydressupandhepulledmythongdown

andkissedmybuttbeforeheslippedafingerinmy

privateareaandImoaned.

Kau:"youwillcry"

Me:"makemecry"

Ibitmybottomlipashethrusteditinsideme.

.

.



*DINA*

Iopenedmyeyesandiwasinthe!Ainbedroom.I

lookedbesidemeandZamaniwaslookingatme.I

gotfrightened.

Me:"youscaredme"

Zamani:"Iamsorry"

Me:"thankyou"

Hestoodupandkissedmyforeheadandigotoff

thebedandhestoppedme.

Zamani:"canwetalk?"

Isighed.Inoddedandsatbackdownonthebed.

Hetookthechairandsatonitandheheldmy

hands.

Zamani:"Iamsorry,Iknowsorrywon'tundo

anythingbutIam.IloveyouDinaanditseems

unbelievablebutIreallydo.Ican'tseemyself

withoutyou.Ittookmesometimetoadjusttoyou

beinginmylifeassomeoneIwantedtoloveand

learnedtolove.It'snotthatyouarenotenoughfor



me.Youaremorethanenoughandbeyondthat.I

amsorry,Iloveyou"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Iloveyoutoobutithurts.Idon'tknowwhere

tostartifIshouldforgiveyou.Howwouldyoufeel

ifitwasmewhodidthistoyou?"

Helookeddown.

Me:"that'showIfeelZamani,GoddamnI

overlookedyourfamilybeinginvolvedinmysister's

deathandI....Ibetrayedherforyou."

Istartedhyperventilating.

Zamani:"Dina"

Ishookmyhead.

Zamani:"breathe"

Itriedtobreathanditwasbetterthistime.

Me:"(sobbing)ithurtsbecauseIwon'tevergive

youkids.Iwon't"

Icried.AndhehuggedmeandIsniffedonhischest.



Zamani:"Iamsorrybaby"

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Thisfeeling,it'screepinginandit'sstrongerthan

anything.It'ssuffocatinganddangerous.Thepain,

thepainthatIamfeelingatthismomentcompares

tonothing.Idon'twanttobeinthiscaranymore,I

wantmyfather'sarmsatthismoment.Tearsrun

downmycheeksandhetouchesmyshoulder.

Ntethelelo:"shouldwegetanything?"

Ikeptquietandwipedmytearsbuttheykepton

coming.Itrytopushmyvoiceback.Itshall

neverbeheardasitwasstompedover.This

feelingistoomuchforoneperson.

.

.



.

Tobecontinued
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Me:"WowThankyoueveryoneforthis,youdon't

knowhowhappyandgratefulIamtoworkwith

wonderfulpeoplelikeyou"

Khensani:"wethankyoufortheopportunitytowork

withyou"

Everyoneagrees.

Khensani:"congratulations.MrsNgomane"

Me:"let'sdrinkthengetbacktowork"

EveryonelaughedandItookmyglassandwentto

myoffice,Khensanifollowedbehindme.

Khensani:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamwell.Youwouldn'tsayIhavebeen



marriedbefore.Itfeelsnew"b

Khensani:"itis.,It'sdifferentaswell"

Shesatdown.

Me:"youandFezile?"

Khensani:"wearegoodbutIjustfeelscared"

Me:"off?"

Itookasipoffmydrink.

Khensani:"Whatifeverythingchanges,whatifwe

fallapartonedayandbreakup.Iamnotreadyand

preparedforit"

Me:"howfardoyouseeyourselvestogether?"

Khensani:"Idon'tknowbutIamscaredof

imagininglifewithouthim"

Me:"Youhaveto,notbecauseyouwillbreakup

withhimonedaybuttomakethingsabiteasyfor

you.Talktohimabouthowyoufeelaswell."

Khensani:"Really?"

Me:"Yeahdothat,hewillknowwhatyoufearand



it'soktogetloosingaman,wehavebeenthere."

Shelaughed.

Khensani:"Iwilltalktohim"

Me:"that'sgood"

.

.

*RAZOR*

Weweresittingatthechisanyamawhilehaving

somemeatanddrinkswithNtamboandKau.

Kau:"Iamgoingtobeafather"

Ntambo:"Noblankmanyouwastenotime"

Me:"congratulationsMan"

Kau:"Iamsoexcited."

Me:"IwishIhadthose4momentsswithAnele4

yearsagobutIamhappytoknowIhaveachild

withmywife"

Ntambo:"Howismarriage,Ialwaysaskmyself"



Kau:"getmarriedandyouwillknow"

Ntambo:"NoIwillneverdothat"

Me:"andKhensani?"

Ntambo:"sheismywoman,willforeverbemy

woman"

Me:"Ladieswanttogetmarriedoneday"

Ntambo:"thatwillbeaproblembecauseIdon't

wantto,Ijustwantsomeonetosettlewithand

havekidswith"

Kau:"thenyouleave"

Ntambo:"Iwon'tdothattoKhen,marriageis

complicatedthingthatIdon'twantustogothrough

"

Me:"youarestilltraumatized"

Ntambo:"Ifpeopleloveeachotherwhygetmarried

justtohurtthepersonyouclaimedtolove,that's

justbullshit!IfMarriagechangespeoplethenI

don'twantit"

Hestoodupandwalkedoff.



Kau:"Ithoughthisangerdieddown"

Me:"Iwilltalktohim."

Hisfathermessedupprettybad.Hehateshurting

awoman,hehatesseeingawomangothroughany

formofviolationbecausehismotherwentthrough

thatinfrontofhim.ittraumatizedhimsincethen.

.

.

*DINA*

Igotoffthecabandmademywayinside,Icameto

dropoffthehousekeysandtakesomeofmystuff

thatisleft,Ihavebeenatthehotelthesepasttwo

daysandIhavebeencryingmyselfeverynight.The

walllsofmyhotelroomknowmystoryclearthan

anyone.Iknockedandthedooropenedandhis

auntstoodbythedoor.

Her:"OhLineoIamsohappytoseeyou,Ineed

help"

Me:"Iamjustheretodropoffthesekeys"



Her:"Okdomeafavour,Ihavetogoanddomy

hairandIcametocheckonZamaniandheleftme

withthesekidsbecausehehasacourtcaseandI

haveahairappointmentin10minutes"

Shepulledmeinsideandthekidswerecrying.

Me:"yourhairisnew"

Her:"Ididittwodaysagoit'sold.Ineedsomething

new,thanksyouareanangel.Theyhavebeen

cryingsincemorning"

Shetookherbagandranout.Isighed.WheredoI

start?

Iputmybagdownandsatbetweenthemandtook

thebabyboyfirstandlaidhimonmychestand

thenthegirl.

Me:"quietLittleMntungwa's,Mommyisherenow

"

Iwipedthebabygirl'sface.

Me:"shhh"

Theywerejustsleepybecausetheystartedcalming

downandsleptonmychest.Theylookedcute,



lookingatthemsucktheirthumbswaspeaceful.

.

.

*MERCY*

Sandile:"howisshefeeling?"

Bahumiwascryinghereyesoutallredwetfrom

Lesedi'svomit.

Me:"GoandchangeBahumiandgotoschool"

Ifeltlesedi'stemperatureandshewasheatingup.

Bahumi:"Ican'tleaveherlikethis"

Sandile:"youarewritting,gochange"

Shenoddedandwentupthestairs.

Sandile:"shefeelshot"

Me:"it'sfevermaybe"

Sandile:"Iwillcomebackandtakeyoutothe

hospital"



Me:"ok"

Shewascryingnonstop.

Me:"shhhbaby"

IpacedupanddownholdingLesedi.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

"Baby"

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim,Isighedand

satupheplacedthefoodinfrontofme.Ididn'tgo

toworktoday.Iwasn'tfeelingok.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorryok?Butitwasforthebest"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Isighedandhekissedmyforehead.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Inodded



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ifaintlysmiled.Isniffedandatemyfood.

Me:"IsetupanappointmentwithaDr"

Ntethelelo:"for?"

Me:"removingmywomb.Idon'twanttobe

pregnant,therearechancesandIdon'twantto"

Ilookedathimwithglossyeyes.

Me:"pleasedon'tstopme"

Tearsrandownmyeyesandhehuggedme.Itfelt

painfulthatUnathididthistome,shehasthewill

togiveherhusbandmorekidswhileIcan't.YesI

haveforgivenherbutIcan'tforget,it'sapainful

scarembeddedinmysoulandcouldneverbe

repaired.Isobbed.

Ntethelelo:"Shhh"

Iheldontohim.

.

.



*UNATHI*

"WhatabeautifulMamiwehavehere"

Ismiledandlookedup.

"Delivery"

Me:"from?"

Razor:"MrNgomane"

Me:"to?"

Hesmirkedandwalkedinfurtherintomyoffice

closingthedoor.

Razor:"MrsNgomane"

Me:"deliveryofwhat?"

Razor:"MrNgomane"

Ilaughedandhesatontopofmydeskfacingme.

Razor:"Howismywife?"

Istoodupandstoodbetweenhislegs.

Me:"Iamfeelingmuchbetterthanafewminutes



ago"

Razor:"youmissedme?"

Me:"Imissedyousomuch"

Ismirkedandwesharedaperk.

Razor:"mmmh"

Me:"howwasyourday?"

Razor:"usual"

Inoddedandwesharedahug.

Me:"Aneleiscominghomethisweekend"

Razor:"Lethokuhleshouldcometoo"

Me:"IwilltalktoAndiswa"

Henodded.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

"Pensdown!"



Iwasn'tateasethatLesediissick.Iamworried

morethananything,thewayshewascryingand

feelingisbreakingme.Myscriptgotcollectedand

IcouldseeThapeloacrossthehall,thetestwas

easyforhimbythelooks.Iwasverydistracted.

Teacher:"youaredismissed!"

WestoodupandItookmystationaryandwentto

mybag.Iputinmythingsandthelearner'swalked

outingroupssayingwhattrywroteonwhich

question.Iwalkedoutofthehallandwentdown

thestairshearingsomecheerandsomewerenot

happywiththeiranswers.Iwasworriedaboutmine

butIshouldn'tlistentowhatotherssay.

"Humi!"

Istoppedmytracksandheapproachedmeandput

hisarmaroundmyshoulders.

Thapelo:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamworriedaboutlesedi"

Thapelo:"MetoobutMercyistakinghertothe

hospital,wewillfindoutwhenwecomebackhome.



"

Me:"Ireallyhopesheisok"

"Thapelo!"

Welookedaheadandit'sthatgrade11girlhewas

hangingaround.

Me:"gotoher"

Iremovedhishandandheheldmyarm."

Thapelo:"andnow?"

Me:"Idon'twantmyfeelingstobedribbled."

Thapelo:"whosaidIamdribblingyourfeelings?"

"Thapelocome!"

Me:"justgo"

Iwalkedawayfromhimandhefollowedmeand

heldmyarmandheldmyshoulders.

Thapelo:"IamnotdribblingyourfeelingsHumi"

Me:"ok"

Hesighed.Iwillnothavethatatall.



.

.

*DINA*

ThetwinslaterwokeupandImadesomemashed

potatoeswithgravytogetthemeatingsomefood

thensomeformulatodrinkandtheyheldtheir

bottles.ItriedZamani'sauntbutitwentto

voicemail.Ishouldbelonggonenow.

Me:"drinkupsoyoucangrow"

"AuntyIgotdelayed,sorryforthat.Ngiyethemba

abakuhluphanga(ihopetheydidn'tbotheryou)"

Iturnedaroundandhestoppedhistracks.

Zamani:"Dina"

Me:"AuntyKhulisiwewenttothehairsalon,Icame

toleavethehousekeys"

Zamani:"shetrickedyou"

Me:"Irealisedthattheminutesherushedoutof

thedoor"



Zamani:"heroldesttrick."

HechuckledandigiggledthenIbitmybottomlip.

Me:"Ishouldleave,willyoubefinewiththem

alone?"

Zamani:"no"

Hesaidwithhandsinhispocket.

Me:"weshouldtryheragain"

Zamani:"Itwillgotovoicemail"

Me:"youareright"

Luyanda(girl)threwheremptybottleonthefloor

andstartedcrying.Ipickeditupandcarriedher.

Me:"shhh"

Shestartedtocalmdown,itfeelsogreattoholdher.

Me:"thewayyoubehaveyouwillbelikeMommy."

Luyanda:"mmmaa"

Ikissedherforeheadandshewiggledherway

aroundmyarmsandIoutherdownandshewalked

aroundthenstumbledandwalkedoff.Igother



brotherdownandherushedafterhissister.Iout

thebottlesinthesink.

Zamani:"youarenatural"

Ismiled.

Me:"thankyou"

Hewalkscloserandgetstoholdmywaist.

Zamani:"Iamsorrysthandwasam,pleasecome

back"

Me:"Zamani"

Zamani:"Please.Ican'tfunctionwithoutyouand

findingyoustillpartofmylife"

Me:"ithasbeentwodays"

Zamani:"itwasworse"

Me:"Zamani"

Zamani:"Dina"

Heleanedintokissmeandirespindedtohiskiss

aswell.Iwanttobemadathim,Iwanttoleavehim

andneverlookbackbutheismakingthathard,he



ismakingthatsodamnhard.

Zamani:"Iloveyou"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hekissedme.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*KHENSANI*

Fezilefetchedmefromworktodayandwehave

beensilentsincethen.wehaven'ttalkedtoeach



otherandalotwasgoingthroughmymind.I

closedthepotasIwascookingandhewas

watchingsomesoccergame,soccer.Oneofthe

sportsiwillneverunderstandinlife.Iturndownthe

stoveandgotohimandsitnexttohim.

Me:"Babe"

Heisstillfocusedonthegameinfrontofhim.

Me:"Fezile"

Itouchedhisshoulderandhelooksatme.

Me:"canwetalk?"

Henoddedandsighed.

Ntambo:"Sure"

Heturneddownthetvvolumeandturnedtome.

Me:"IhavebeenwantingtosaythisbutIwas

scaredofhowyouwillfeel"

Ntambo:"Ihavesomethingtosayaswell"

Me:"letmefinish"

Henods.



Me:"Iloveyou,injustashortspaceoftimeI

actuallyloveyou.Ican'timaginealifewithoutyou

andit'sprettyhardbecauseyouhavemademe

comfortablesomuchinhavingeachotherinour

lives......"

Ntambo:"Idon'twanttogetmarried"

Myheartskippedabeat.

Me:"oh"

Ilookedathim.Ididn'tknowwhattosay,Iwasa

bitdisappointedandheartbroken.

Ntambo:"Marriagesarecomplicatedandthey

comewithalotofchanges.Iwantustohavekids

yesbutmarriageIcan'tdothatwithanyone"

Me:"Oh"

Ikeptquiet.

Ntambo:"Areyouok?"

Me:"yeah,yeahIamok.Somuch"

Ntambo:"Ok"

Hekissedmyforehead.



Ntambo:"Iloveyou"

Ifaintlysmiled.Ithurtthathesawmeashisbaby

makingmachineandnothingmore.Hedidn'tsee

usbeyondthisboundary.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Isaidtohim.

.

.

*DINA*

IhaveputthekidstorestandIjustgotoutofthe

shower,Iwalkedoutofthemainbathroomandhe

wassittingonthebed.Heliftedhisheadupandput

hisphoneontheside.

Me:"Thewarmwaterhereisalwaysmagicalonmy

skin"

Zamani:"(clearhisthroat)yeah,yeah"

Me:"youareok?Needanything?"



Zamani:"Uhmno"

Hesatattheedgeofthebed.

Me:"ok,goodnightthen"

Iwalkedtowardsthedoorandopenedit.

Zamani:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"tosleep"

Zamani:"thebedishere"

Me:"That'syourbed."

Zamani:"Butbaby"

Me:"ahno.ByeZamanidon'tdreamofme"

Iwalkedout.

Zamani:"Dina!"

Iignoredhimandmademywaytomybedroom.

Wecanhavesomefunwhileatitright?

.

.

*SESETHU*



Me:"IammakingcoffeeshpuldImakesomefor

you?"

Kau:"Youaremakingwhat?"

Me:"coffee!"

Iheardthuddingfootstepsandhewasbehindmein

aflash.

Kau:"no...nonocoffeeforyouDrdon'tyouknow

that?"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Iknowthat,it'sjusttea.Iwasplayingwith

you"

Kau:"don'tdothatagain"

Inoddedgigglingandifinishedupandturnedto

himandperkedhislips.

Me:"canwetalk?"

Hwholdsmywaist.

Kau:"sure"



Isigh

Kau:"what'swrong?"

Me:"Wehavebeendatingforamonthormorethan

thatorsoright?"

Kau:"yeah"

Me:"Whatarethechancesthebabnotbeingyours?

"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Kau:"woahwaitrepeatagain."

Me:"Iam4weekspregnant"

Kau:"waitdidyoucheatonme?"

Ilaughedandputmyhandsonhisshoulder

Me:"nosillyIwasjusttestingyou.It'sourbaby"

Kau:"IwasgonnahuntthatguyandkillhimInfront

ofyou"

Me:"that'straumatic"

Kau:"yeahbarethatinmind"

Me:"youarenotakiller"



Kau:"Iammultitalented."

Me:"jackoffalltrades"

Kau:"youknowme"

Hepickedmeupandputmeonthecounter,I

laughedandwesharedakiss.

Me:"theteawillburnme"

Kau:"letitburn"

Me:"no"

Igotdownfromthecounterandheheldmefrom

behind.

Kau:"metthisgirlattheclubbutIdon'tremember

hername"

Ijoinin.

Me:"she'ssofly,sobeautifulbutIdon'tremember

hername"

Kau:"girlwhat'syourname?"

Me:"Girlwhat'syourname?"

Kau:"haibowhat'syourname?"



Me:"Sesethu"

Kau:"It'sDrSesethuMokoena,Mothertothe

Mokoenaprincessorprince.Kau'sforever

beautifulwife"

Me:"Iamnotoneofthoseasyet"

Kau:"wecanmakeithappen."

Hekissedmyneck.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

SisMercyheldherinherarmsasshehasclosed

hereyesandisinherslumber.

Mercy:"yousee?Sheisok"

Me:"oh,whatdidtheDrsay?"

Mercy:"justamildfever"

Me:"willshebeok?"

Mercy:"yesshegotmedication.Shewillbefine"



Inodded.

Mercy:"letusgo"

Me:"Iwillsleepwithher"

Mercy:"ok"

Shelaidherinhercotandgavemeherlittleblanket.

Mercy:"callmeifyouareintrouble"

Me:"Iwill"

Shewalkedoutofthebedroomandilookedat

Lesedi.

"Howisshefeeling?"

Hewalkedinfurther.

Me:"sheisasleepnow.Justafever"

Heputhisarmaroundmyshoulderandkissedmy

forehead.

Me:"Thapelo"

Thapelo:"mmmh"

Me:"what'sthis?"



Thapelo:"Idon'tknow"

HekeptquietsodidI.

Me:"it'sgettingcold.Letmesleep.

HebentandkissedLesedionherforehead.

Thapelo:"Daddylovesyou"

Ismiled.Hethenstoodbehindmeandipulledmy

gowntogether.Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmy

waist.

Me:"Thapelo"

HekissedmyneckandIclosedmyeyes.

Thapelo:"Humi"

Me:"mmmh?"

Thapelo:"Iloveyouandthankyoufortakingcare

ofmeaftereverything"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

HeturnedmearoundandkissedmylipsandI

respondedtoit.HepickedmeupandCarriedmeto

thebedandlaidmedown.Hewenttolockthedoor



andturnthelightsoff.

Me:"Thapelo"

Thapelo:"It'sokHumi"

Inoddedandwesharedakissagain.Hishands

roamedaroundmybodyandheunclothedmebitby

bitwhilekissingmeeverywhereandIreturnedthe

favour.Hegotonmeandkissedmyneck.Ididn't

knowwheretotouch.Hiseverywhere,hefinally

unclothedaswellandhetookhispantsandtook

outacondomandworeit.

Me:"wheredidyougetthat?"

Thapelo:"wedon'twantanotherbabyBahumior

gettingdiseasesfromeachother"

Inoddedandheworeitandkissedmewhile

holdingmylegsbeforehepenetratesinmeandI

moaned.Itwaspainfulatfirstbutwhenhemoved

itbecamepleasurableandpainfulatthesametime.

.

.

.



*MAMTHOMBENI*

IkeptonstaringintotheBiblereadingit.Smiso

walkedinthekitchenandIclosedtheBibleandhe

lookedatme.

Smiso:",iamworriedaboutyou"

Me:"don'tbe"

Smiso:"Iwanttopaylobolaaswell.WherecanIpay

it?"

Igiggled.

Me:"Idon'tknowifmysonwillacceptthis.He

hatesmarriageswithpassion.

Smiso:"Iwilljustpaylobolathen"

Me:"weareoldforthat"

Smiso:"it'sstilltradition"

Me:"okthen"

Heperkedmylips.



Smiso:"Iwasthinking"

Me:"yes"

Smiso:"howaboutwehaveasurrogate"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"youwantababy?"

Henodded.

Me:"oh"

Smiso:"justone"

Me:"weneedtositthatonedownclearly"

Smiso:"it'sok.Let'sgotobed"

Me:"ok"

Heswitchedoffthelightsandheldmyhandandwe

walkedout.Weareoldforababy.ThatUnathiand

FezilewithQamowillbelikeit'sparentsbutwewill

seehowitturnsout.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Iturnedmyheadandlookedathimwhilehewas

sleeppeacefully,Idowakeupatnightandjusttake

amomenttolookathim,scaredthatthismightall

beadreamandiambackinjail.Iamhappyand

contentwithhowmylifeislikeatthe!moment.It's

filledwithsomuchpeaceandassuranceofit

lasting.Fearsdocreepinbutit'snotasbad.I

kisshisperkeduplipsandrunmyfingersonhis

chest.Hisphoneringsbymybedsideanditakeit,

theclocksays0:45lateatnightandit'sseemslike

animportantunknownnumber.Itrytowakehim

up.

Me:"babywakeup"

Heisconsumedinhissleep.ItstopsandIlookatit

anditringsonceagain.IlookathimandIanswer.

Me:"Hello"



Guy:"Hellosisterr,pleasetellTa'Razorthatthe

Chisanyamaisburning"

Me:"What?"

Guy:"yes"

Me:"ok,weareonourway"

Ihungupspringingoutofthebedandslaprazor

lightlyandhegroans.

Me:"wehavetogo"

Razor:"getinbedUnathi"

Iopenthewardrobeandtakeoutsweatsforusand

hoodies.

Me:"LindanimanVuka!Ichisanyamaiyasha

(lindaniwakeup!TheChisanyamaisburning)"

Herolledover.Ipulledhimandheldhisface

slappingitabit.It'slikehewasdruggedor

something.

Me:"babytheChisanyamaisburningcomelet'sgo

"

Ipullhimout.



Razor:"waitwhat?"

Ithrewclothesforhimandherubbedhiseyesand

gotdressed.Iwasdoneinnotime,hegotdonetoo

andwerushedout,hewasdownthestreetwhileI

waslockingandwentafterhim.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Isighedandturnedmyheadtohimandhekissed

mycheekwhilerunninghisfingersonmynaked

body.Ipulledhecovertocoverusyethisarms

coveredpartsofmynakedness.

Thapelo:"Humi"

Me:"Mmmh?"

Thapelo:"trustme"

Me:"Itrustyou"

Thapelo:"Doyoureally?"



Me:"Iamscared"

Thapelo:"don'tbe"

Hegetsonme.

Thapelo:"Iloveyou"

Helooksmeintheeyes.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

WeshareakissandIclosemyeyessavouring

everything.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

Icouldn'tsleep.AftertryingtoactokIwasn'tokto

behonest.Iwenttothebathroomandcriedmyself.

IloveFezilealotbutitseemslikeverymanthatI

amwithdoesn'tseethevalueofwhoIam.MaybeI

amnotthatvaluableandjustsomepawnmencan

use.isobbedwhilepullingmyfeettogetherasthe

coldbathroomtilesmakecontactwithmyfeet.I



wipemytearsbuttheykeeponfalling.Attimeslike

theseIwishmymotherwasathepersonshewas

andIwouldbeconfusinginheratthismoment.

Knockknock!

"Khenareyouok?"

Iwipemytear.

Me:"iamfine.PeriodPains"

Ntambo:"Ihavepainkillerssomewherecome"

Me:"Iamfine"

Ntambo:"comeoutManamour"

IstoodupfromthefloorandIwenttothedoorand

Iopeneditandheengulfedmeinahug.

Ntambo:"Iloveyouok?"

Inoddedwhilesobbingonhischest.

Ntambo:"IamsorryifIhurtyourfeeling"

Ikeptonsniffingandcrying.

.

.



*UNATHI*

WefinallyreachedtheChisanyamaandFirefighters

werenowheretryingtoputoutthefire,itwas

shatteringandheartbreakingaseverythingbroke

downandwentupinflames,everyonewas

watching.Razortriedtogothroughbutthey

stoppedhim.

Razor:"that'smyplaceIneedtobeinthere"

Guy:"Iamsorrysiryoucanpassthrough"

Razor:"myhardwork,that'smyhardwork!"

Itwasheartbreakingseeinghimlikethat"

Me:"babycome"

Razor:"Unathi"

Itookhishandaspeopleingownsandsomecars

werearound.Watchingasthefirewasbeingputout.

Wewenttoadarkspotwhilewecouldsee

everythingandIhuggedhim.

Me:"Iamsorry"



IhuggedhimandhereturnedittighterandIcould

feelmyneckgettingwet.Ifeltemotionalaswell

andtearsrolleddown.

Me:"Iamsorrybaby.Iamreally"

Hesniffed.Iheldhim.

Me:"Iamhereforyou.Weareinthistogether"

Hedidn'tletmego,ifthesaloncouldgoupin

flamesIknowitwillbereplacedquicklybutforhim,

it'snotthateasyforhim.Thisishisbabythat's

nowinflames.

Me:"Shhh"

Irubbedhisback.Hedidn'tremovehisheadfrom

thecrackofmyneckanditwaswetbutdidn'tcare.

Ineedtobestrongforhim.

.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*



Me:"Sisi"

Iwalkeduptoherasshestoodupfromthegreen

grassandmadeherwaytome.Shesmiledher

beautifulsmile.Shehasalwaysbeenbeautifulthan

me,mostlyoutsideshinedherinsidebutshewas

amazing.

Her:"MntakaMah(Mymother'schild)"

WegohandsandIcanfeelher.Weshareabrief

hugandIsmile.

Me:"uyangihlupha(youarebotheringme)"

Her:"ngikulethelainhlanhlaezizojabulisa

ezintsizini(Iambringingluckthatwillbringjoy

afterthepain)"

Me:"Usekahle?(Areyouok?)"

Shenods.

Her:"umzukuluuphiwengujehova,mnakekele

umbonise(AneleisgiftedbyGod,guidehim)"

Me:"whenheisolder"

Shenodded.



Me:"Lindani"

Her:"ohSanalwam,ngithokozilengaye(mybaby,

Iamhappybecauseofhim)"

Me:"allofus"

Her:"Ihavetogo.Yourchildisgoingtocome"

Me:"throughme?"

Shenodded.

Her:"Genesis18:10-14"

Me:"What?"

Her:"isthereanythingtoohardfortheLord?"

Me:"no"

Her:"hegivesandtakes"

SheturnedandIwasshakenoutofmysleep.I

openedmyeyesandSmisohadaworriedlook.The

sidelampwason.

Me:"Iamok"

Smiso:"yousaidsomeGenesisverse"

Me:"Iamok"



Henoddedandperkedmyforeheadandwelaid

backinbed.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Isighandlaybackonthecouch,Ifeelangryand

wanttogooutthereandfindtheperson

responsibleforallofthisatthismoment.They

havecrossedthewrongpersonthisround.

Ntambo:"Thisisfuckedup"

Kau:"verybad"

Isigh.Ifeeldefeated.Istandup.

Unathi:"Lindani"

IwalkoutsideandsherunsaftermeasIopenthe

doortomycar.

Unathi:"calmdown.Don'tdriveinastatelikethis"



Me:"Unathimove"

Unathi:"Iknowyouareangry,weallareandwant

thepersonbehindthis."

Me:"Iworkedhardforthatplace,Isweatedforit!"

Unathi:"Wecanrebuildeverythingagain"

Me:"youdon'tunderstand.It'smorethanjusta

place.Itwassomethingimportant,somethingI

builtformykidssotheywouldnevergotosleep

hungrylikeIdid!Don'tyouunderstand?"

Shesteppedcloserandwrappedherhandsaround

meandIbangedmyfistonthecardoor.

Me:"Fuck!"

Unathi:"Iunderstand.Iamsorry"

Mybodywasshaking.Iwastryingtoprevent

myselffromfeelinganyemotionespeciallyletting

tearsrundownbuttheydidontheirown.

Unathi:"Iamsorry"

.

.



*SESETHU*

It'smorningandIamnotgoingtoworktoday,Iam

havingadayoff.Ijustvomitedmywholefoodout

soImadeahealthyshakethatIcandowntoday.I

changedintomysportclothesandtookamatandi

setitupontheoutsidegrassatthebackandIsat

downandclosedmyeyes.Ididsomebreathein

andoutsjusttocalmdown.Thisbabyisunsettling

andit'sonlyafetus.Irubmyflatstomachwhile

havingmyeyesclosed.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*WENDY*

iwalkedinsidethekitchenandMomishavingsome

teawhileleaningbytheopenkitchendoor.Sheis

wildtandImonitorhermovementofwhichisstill.

Me:"MahUright?(Maareyouok?)"

Shesighsandturnstome.

Mom:"yazisenguzweindabaezibuhlungu(Ihave

justheardofsomebadnews)"

Me:"what?"

Mom:"umnganiwakholowaushiselweistolosakhe

(yourfriend'splacehasbeenburnt.)"

Me:"awuShame,amabhadi(badluck)"

Mom:"eyi,letmemakesomefoodthengoto

church."

Me:"ok"

Isteppedasideandkeyherthroughandstoodthere.

Me:"(mumbling)Idon'tcareabouthisstupidplace.



"

.

.

*MERCY*

Iyawnedandmyeyelidswerefeelingveryheavy.

Sandilewasuponhisfeetalreadyreadytomake

hiswayouttowork.

Sandile:"areyouok?"

Me:"mybodyfeelstired."

Hecameandkissedmyforeheadandlookedatme.

Sandile:"Iwillcomeandcheckonyou"

Me:"Iamnotsick"

Sandile:"Mominvitedusfordinner"

Me:"ohthat'snice"

Ihatethesedinnersonlybecauseofhisfather.He

perkedmylipsandforehead.

Me:tellBahumitodropLesedihere"



Sandile:"Theyarenotgoingtoschool"

Me:"ohok"

Sandile:"Ihavetogo"

Inoddedandwalkedout.Igotoffthebedandwent

tothebathroomtobrushmyteethAndwashmy

facebeforeIwentoutofmybedroomandwentto

Bahumi'sroomandIknocked.

Me:"Bahumi"

ThedooropenedandsheopenedthedoorandI

couldhearLesedicrying.Ilookedaroundand

Thapelowasholdingher.

Me:"goodmorning"

Thapelo:"Morning"

Me:",,didyousleephere?"

Thapelo:"lesediwascryingthewholenightdo

Bahumicalledme."

Idon'tthinkIlikethat.IlookedatBahumiwhowas

avoidingeyecontact.

Me:"ohok.Bringherhere"



Hegavethebabytome.

Me:'heybabygirl.Hereismommy"

Shestartedtosettle.

Me:"Iwillbathher"

TheynoddedandIwalkedoutwithhertomy

bedroom.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

WhenSisMercywasinthebedroomIwasholding

mybreathandfeltguiltyaswell.Thapelocanlie

throughhisteeth,shetookLesediandwalkedout

andIclosedthedoor.

Me:"OhmyGodwewerealmostcaughtout"

Thapelo:"relax"

Me:"Ican't"

HecMetomeandheldmyhands.



Thapelo:"relaxHumi"

InoddedandhekissedmeandIresponded.

Thapelo:"Iamhappyyouarehere"

Me:"metoo"

Thapelo:"DidIhurtyou?"

Me:"no,itwasnice"

Hesmiled.

Thapelo:"Iwillreplacethatbadmemory"

Ismiledandheheldmybuttandkissedme.I

giggled.

Me:"Thapelostop"

Thapelo:"justalittlebitoflove"

Me:"whatdoweknowaboutlove?"

Thapelo:"Welearnaboutit"

Inoddedheledmetothebedandlaidmeonitand

kissedmeandIresponded.Mybodyrelaxedashe

touchedme.

.



.

*UNATHI*

wewentbacktotheChisanyamaanditwas

destroyed.Whoeverdidthiswasonamission.He

croucheddownandheldthepiecesofbrokebottle

glassesandIlookedathim.

Ntambo:"Wewillfindthem"

Kau:"Yeah"

Razorwasquiet.Heletgooftheglassandstood

up.

Razor:"Iwillbeathome."

Me:"Iwilldriveyou"

Hejustnodded.Hefeelsdrainedatthesametime.

Me:"Wewillgetitupandrunningagain"

HenoddedAndItookhishand.Ntambokickedthe

dirtandweallwalkedoff.Peoplewerestilllooking

andwatchinghowdestroyedeverythingis,why

wouldsomeonedothistoanyoneelse?Ijustdon't



understand.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Me:"HawuyinilehungitshelaYona(whatareyou

tellingme?)"

Fezile:"weareinvestigating"

Me:"Iamcomingthere"

Fezile:"comeafter3hours.Lethimcooldown"

Me:"Iamheartshattered."

Fezile:"Ihavetogo"

Me:ok"

Ihunguponthephonecallandsighed.OhLindani

shame.

Smiso:"whatswrong?"

Hewalkedinsidethekitchen.



Me:"Lindani'sbusinessgotburntlastnight"

Smiso:"oh"

Me:"IhavetoseehimandUnathi"

Smiso:"Iwillcomewithyou"

Me:"thankyou"

Hekissedmycheek

Smiso:"Iaminsearchofasurrogate"

Me:"ok"

Smiso:"Ihopeyouareok"

Me:"Iamfinewithit"

Ismiledandwenttothefridgetotakeoutthe

ingredients

.

.

*SESETHU*

myheadwasthrobbingasIhaveasplitting



headache.Iendeduppayingonthemat.Iclosed

myeyestryingtorestbutitwasn'tworking.Iheld

mystomachasmynosestartedtoberunning

increasingtheheadacheaswellitouchedmynose

andbloodwascomingout.Istoodupandrushed

insideandgoatoweldippedincoldwaterandIlaid

onthecouchastheheadachekeptonhittingall

angles.

.

.
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Me:"Imadefoodforyou"

Hesatupfromthebed.Hehasbeenquietforsome

timeandIaswelldon'tknowwhattodoanymore

justtocomforthim.Iplacedthefoodinfrontof



himandhejustshakeshisheadandImoveitaway

andgetinnexttohimandlayhisheadonmychest.

Me:"It'sgoingtobeok"

Razor:"Ineedtofindoutwhodidthis"

Me:"andyouwilldon'tworry"

Hewassilenceagainanditwascomfortable

silence.

Me:"AneleiscomingtodaywithLetho"

Razor:"Icoulduseseeingmybabies"

Me:"yourbabies?Whataboutme?"

Razor:"okyouarealsomybaby"

Me:"andnevermakethatmistakeMshika"

Iperkedhislips.

Razor:"comeagain"

Igiggledandkissedhiminstead.

"Momishere!"

Me:"Fezilehasnotiming"



Razor:"atall"

Welaughedandgotoffthebed.Itookthefoodand

wewalkedout.MarantoRazorandhuggedhim

beforepullingaway.

Ma:"ohsuchbadluck.Iamgladyouareok"

Razor:"yeahaunty"

Me:"letmegomakesomejuice"

Theyallsatdown.

Kau:"IleftSesethualone"

Ntambo:"IwillcallKhensani"

Kau:"MrsNgomane"

Me:"byeKau,greetSethuforme"

Kau:"Iwill"

Hewalkedout.IwenttothekitchenandIwentto

thefridgeandtookthealreadymadejuiceandtook

outtheglassesandbiscuitsaswellforthemtobe

servedwell.

.



.

*MERCY*

Phila:"Iliketheyellowone"

Iswitchthelollipopsandgavehimtheyellowone

andherushedoffandIputtherestawayandwent

backtothestovetocook.Myphonerangandit

wasAndiswa.Iturneddownthestovebefore

answering.

Me:"myhotbunny"

Andiswa:"howareyou?"

Me:"Iamgood,(sigh)fullhouse"

Andiswa:"yourinlawsvisiting?"

Me:"ohhellno.It'sThapelo"

Andiswa:"ohIhavemissedhim,Iamsureheis

grown"

Me:"toogrown.Iamanaunt"

Andiswa:"weareaunties?"



Me:"yeah.It'spainfulstory,willtellyouoneday

beforehewalksinandsaysIamspillinghis

business"

Andiswa:"takehimtocounciling.Itgoesalong

way"

Me:"howareyou,yourlife?"

Andiswa:"Iamgood.Nothingisinteresting"

Me:"therehastobesomething.Howisthelittle

bun?"

Shewassilent.

Me:"Andiswa?"

Andiswa:"Iamnotpregnantanymore"

Me:"ohIamsorryhoney,youwillhavemorekids.

"

Andiswa:Idon'twantanymoreabortions"

Me:"Andiswawhywouldyouabortachild?Why?

"

Andiswa:"itwasn'tmychoice,itwasNtethelelo

andtheDrsaidifIkeepthebabyIwon'tmakeit"



Me:"oh,Iamsorry"

Andiswa:"yeah,Iamremovingmywomb"

Me:"itcan'tberepaired?"

Andiswa:"no."

Me:"ohIsee"

Andiswa:"anywayIwillcallyoulater"

Me;"ok,Iloveyou"

Andiswa:"Iloveyoumore"

WehungupandIputmyphoneonthecounterand

carriedoncooking.IamworriedaboutAndiswa

alotaswell.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Itriedopeningmyeyesandtheywerealittleblurry.

Thebloodhasstoppedbuttheheadachewasthere

still.Itriedtositandifhurts.Icouldhearthecar



parkingfromtheoutsideandIclosemyeyesand

soonafterthedooropens

Kau:"sorryIleftearly...."

Hestoppedtalkingandcamecloser.

Kau:"Skat"

IopenedmyeyesandhecrouchedInfrontofme.

Kau:"whathappened,whyisyourtopbloody?"

Me:"mynosewasbleeding"

Kau:"let'stakeyoutogetDr"

Me:"noIfeelbetter"

Kau:"ifyousayso"

InoddedAndhekissedme.

Me:"howarethey?"

Kau:"wearealljust,weneedtofindtheculprit"

Me:"true.Itwillworkout"

Hekissedmyforehead.



.

.
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*SESETHU*

IbathedmybodyandIwasn'tfeelingok.Ifelt

drainedatthatmoment,Igotoutofthebathtub

andIwrappedatowelaroundmeandKauwas

layingonthebed.

Me:"canyougetmyphone?"

Kau:"Iamworried."

Me:"canIgetmyphone?"

Hetookmyphonefromthedresserandhegaveit

tome.IsatonthebedandIcalledSiyamthanda.



Siya:"Babesyouok?"

Me:"whereareyou?"

Siya:"atthehospital"

Me:"Pleasesendanambulance,I...Iamnot

feelingwell."

Siya:"ok.Iwill"

Me:"thankyou"

IhungupandturnedtoKau.

Me:"anambulanceiscoming"

Kau:"Willitarriveontime?"

Me:"itwill"

Kau:"let'sgetyoudressed."

Me:"Iamjustdoingthistoeaseyourmind"

Kau:"thankyou"

HegotoffthebedandItouchedmynoseandIwas

bleeding.Ilaidbackonthebedandlookedatthe

ceiling.

Kau:"comelet'sgetyoudressed."



Isatupandbloodrandownmynose,hestoodup

andwenttothebathroomandcamebackwitha

wetcoldtowelandputitonmyforehead.Helaid

medownandgotmedressedwhilelayingthere.I

closemyeyes.

Kau:"Don'tcloseyoureyes."

Me:"iwon't"

Hekissedmyforeheadashecarriedondressing

meup.

.

.

*KAU*

IamworriedaboutSesethu,Iamtryingtotopanic

justtokeephercalmandnotstressedbutIam

stressing.Ihopesomethingisfoundandwecan't

begoingthroughallofthesethingsatonce.Sheis

goingtobefine.Ijustconcludedthat.

Me:"Sethu"



Shegroaned.IsighedofreliefandIheardthe

ambulance.

Me:"theyareherebaby"

Shewassilent.Iwentdownthestairsandwentto

openthedoorandtheparamedicsgotoutofthe

ambulancewiththestretcher.Idirectedthem

insideandtheywalkedupthestairsandcarriedher

downandlaidheronthestretcherandweall

walkedout.Myheartisthuddingpainfullyagainst

mychest.Iholdherhandaswemove.

Me:"openyoureyes"

Shedidbeforesheclosedthem.Iwasmore

worriednow.

.

.

*THABISA*

IrememberclosingmybedroomwindowyetIfeel

cold.Iopenedmyeyesandthecurtainismoving

aroundasthewindblew.Iheardacrockingsound,



andapartofmefrozeonthespot.

"Youknowwhatyougetformessingwithme"

Isatup.

Razor:"IamnotKau,whereisWendy?"

Me:"idon'tknow"

HeshotmypillowandIjumped.

Razor:"Youwillpayforhersins,ifyoudon'ttalk"

Me:"Idon'tknowreally"

Razor:"youknowwhatshedid?"

Ishookmyhead.

Razor:"sheburnedmyhardworkandthoughtshe

couldgetawaywithit"

Me:"Iamsorry.I...."

Razor:"sorrywon'tbringitback"

Ikeptquiet.Razordoesn'tbluffandplay.

Razor:"Iamgonnaaskonelasttime."

Ne:"pleaseIdon'tknow.Ireallydon'tknow."



Razor:"fuck!"

Heshotmywallandialmostpeedonmyself.He

keepsshootingnearme.Myheartisbeatingfast.

Razor:"Iamkeepingmyeyeonyou"

Inoddedandhewalkedoutthefrontdoor.Iletout

aheavysighandtookmyphoneandtriedcalling

Wendybutnothing.Whywouldshedothat?She

knowswhatrazoriscapableoffandputtingmein

themiddleofhershit!

Me:"damnitWendy!"

.

.

*KAU*

Wereachedthehospitalandgotout.Theymoved

herinsideandshewassilentandthatworriesme

more,herfriendcametousandshecheckedher

heartbeat.

Siya:"let'sgetherintoaward.Pleasestayhere"



Shesaidlookingatmebeforewalkingoff.Ifelt

annoyedbutIhadtoobey.Ifeeldefeatedatthis

point,Iamjusthopingsheisok.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

Iwasreadingsuchaveryinterestingbook.It'scall

TheLovelybones,Ihavejuststarteditanit'squiet

interesting.Iamalsotryingtopasstimeandstart

gettingintothehabbitofreading.Thebookisabout

a14yearoldgirlwhowasrapedandmurderedby

herneighbourandisnowsharingherheavenly

eventsthroughwhilewatchingherfamilycarryon

withlifeandalsotheinvestigationsoffindingher

body..Iwonderifheavenhasallyourdesiresjust

likehowit'slaidouthere.Maybenot,thedoor

opensandhewalksinholdingaplasticandhe

sighs.Icarryonreadinginsilenceandonlythe

kitchenlightisonanditalsocanlightuptowhereI

am.HegoesandputstheplasticawayasIwatch



himthenturnbacktomybook.

Ntambo:"whatalongday"

HesitsnexttomeandIamconsumingmyselfin

thesebigwordsinfrontofme.

Ntambo:"Howwasyourday?"

Me:"itwasok"

Ihaven'tliftedmyeyesoffthebook.

Ntambo:"AmInotgettingakiss?"

Ilookathimandkisshischeek.

Ntambo:"whatareyoureading?"

Ishowhimthetitle.

Ntambo:"isitnice?"

Me:"yeah"

Ipagetothenextpage.

Ntambo:"whyengathiawungishayisi(whyisitlike

Iamirritatingyou?)"

Me:"youarenot"



Ntambo:"NgibhekemangiringanaweKhensani

(lookatmewhenItalktoyou)"

Hesntachedthebookfrommyhandsandclosedit.

Me:"Iamstillreading"

Ntambo:"talktome,youhavebeenverysour

lately"

Me:"youareseeingthings"

Ntambo:"amI?"

Me:"maybeyouarenot"

Igotoffthecouchandhepulledmetohim.

Ntambo:"sowearegonnahaveastupidfight?"

Me:"it'snotstupidwhenyouseemeasababy

producingmachine"

Ntambo:"Ineversaidyouwere"

Me:"notinmanywordsbutyoudid!Iamnotthat

FezileIammorethanthat"

Ntambo:"whyareyoushouting?Wearetalking

hereandjustbecauseIwantustohavekids



togetherdoesn'tmeanyouarebabyproducing

machine"

Me:"let'sjustleaveit"

Ntambo:"nowearenot,entlekufunaniKimi

khensani(whatdoyouwantexactlykhensani?)"

Me:"nothing."

Iyankedmyarmfromhisgripandheheldmewith

theotherhand.

Ntambo:"singaxhabani(let'snotsteponeach

other)"

Me:"Iwanttogoandliedown"

Ntambo:"don'ttestmeKhensani"

Ikeptquiet"

Ntambo:"whereareyougettingthisbabymaking

machinenonsensefrom huh?"

Me:"whydon'tyoueverwanttogetmarried?"

Ntambo:"Ijustdon'teverwanttodothat"

Inoddedwithtearspricklingmyeyes.



Me:"IloveyoubutIcan'tcompromisethat"

Ntambo:"whatareyousaying?"

Me:"Ineedtoliedown.Goodnight"

Iwalkedoff

.

.

*NTAMBO*

Idon'tunderstand.Wejustscreamedandshouted

ateachotherandstillIdon'tseewhereorwhywe

werefighting.Isighedandsatonthecouchtaking

outmyphoneandcallingmom.Sheisawoman

andshe!ightunderstandwhyKhensaniisbehaving

thisway.Sheanswered.

Mom:"Fezileareyouok?"

Me:"yesandnoIamnotgettingarrested."

Shesighedofrelief.

Mom:"whatswrong?"



Me:"(sigh)itskhensani"

Mom:"whathappened?"

Me:"shehasn'tbeenherselflatelyandtodayIwas

tryingtofindoutwhatistheproblemandIfeellike

shejustdumpedme."

Mom:"whatdidshesay?"

Me:"wesaidalotfrommarriagetohersayingshe

can'tcompromisethat."

Mom:"youwanttogetmarriedandshedoesn't"

Me:"no,Idon'twanttogetmarried"

Mom:"whyareyoustillwithher?"

Me:"Ilovehersomuch"

Mom:"thenwhat'stheproblem?Whydon'tyou

wanttogetmarried?"

Me:"marriagechangespeople"

Mom:"whotoldyouthat?"

Me:"it'swhatIsaw"

Shesighed.



Mom:"khensaniwantstogetmarriedbutyoudon't.

Shecan'tcompromisebeingasitinbabymamafot

youforherwholelife.Beingyourgirlfriendforallof

herlife.ShewanttobeMrssomeoneaswell"

Me:"butmah"

Mom:"youknowbetterFezile.Talktoherabout

yourfears.Sheisyourpartner"

Ikeptquiet.

Mom:"youhearme?"

Me:"yeah"

Mom:"good.Goodnight"

Me:"goodnight"

ShehungupandIsighed.Istoodupandwalkedto

thesecondbedroomandiknockedonthedoor.

Me:Khen"

Shewassilent.

Me:"Khensaniopenupandlet'stalkbaby"

Stillnothing.Isighedleaningagainstthedoor.



.

.

.
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*KAU*

Iwasstillrootedonthecouchinthesittingroom.I

standupandoaveupanddownandSethu'sfriend

walksinandmakeswaytomeandirushtoher.

Me:"Howisshe?"

Siya:"shewillbefine"

Me:"fine?What?"

Siya:"Headachesandcasesofepistaxis,or

nosebleeds,arecommon.Nosebleedsoccurdueto



burstorbrokenbloodvesselsinthenose.Havinga

headacheandanosebleedcanbeasignofaminor

issue,suchashayfever,orsomethingmoresevere,

suchasanemia,oralowredbloodcellcount."

Isatdown.

Siya:"shemayfindithardertobreatheduringher

pregnancy.Thisisbecausetheliningofhernose

andnasalpassagegetsmoreblood.Theincreased

amountofbloodtothesmallvesselsinhernose

cancausenosebleeds."

Me:"soyouaresayingshemightdie?"

Siya:"No.Thatsnotwhatiamsaying."

Me:"thenwhatisit?"

Siya:"sheisjustexperiencinghormonalchanges,

ithappensespeciallyduringthefirsttrimester.This

canalsocauseheadaches.Adoctorisneededif

theheadachesaresevereanddon’tgoway.This

maybeasignofpreeclampsia,orhighblood

pressureandorgandamage.inyourcaseyou

broughtherontime."



Me:"canIseeher?"

Siya:"Yesyoucancome"

Istoodupandfollowedafterhertogoandsee

Sethu.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Iwassittingonthecouchwaitingforhimtoarrive

fromwhereeverhewentto.Ihaveloweredthetv

volumeandtuckedmyselfunderasmallfleece

drinkingsomewarmlemonwater.Icouldseethe

headlightsfromthecarappearfromoutsideand

reflectingintheinsideaswell.Icarryondrinking

asIsitinsilence.Tedoorisbeingfiddledwithand

heopensthedoorandclosesitthenturnstome.

HefirststopstolookatmeandIdothesamebut

nonofusutterasingleword.

Razor:"Whyareyoustillawake?"

Me:"IcouldfeelIwassleepingalone"



Hesighsandputshiscarkeysonthetableandsits

nexttome.Agunappearsfromthebackofhis

pantsashistopgoesupabitrevealingit.

Me:"WoahyouCareyagunaround?"

Razor:"Shit!"

HestandsupandIdothesameaswell.

Razor:"Iwillbeback"

Me:"Explain.It'sdangeroustocarrygunaround"

Razor:"Iamsorry.Youwon'teverseeitagain"

Me:"Ihopeyoudidn'tkillanyonewithitbecauseI

amnotpreparedtohavemyhusbandbehindbars"

Razor:"Youwon't"

Hepullshistopdown.

Me:"Canyougetridfit.?Itcreepsmeout"

Razor:"Iwill"

Iperkhislips.

Me:"Thankyou"

Itookmycupandwalkedtothekitchenandputitin



thesinkandwalkedbacktotheloungeandhewas

gone.Isighedandswitchedoffthetvbeforegoing

tobed.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Thingshavebeen,howdoIputit?OkIcansay.

Wearejuststuckononethingandit'sthewomb

issue.Idon'tknowwhyNtetheleloisfightingme

overmybody,Ireallywanttoremoveitandhe

doesn'tunderstandthatIdon'twanttogothrough

whatIwentthroughagain.Ipackedmylaptopin

mybagandtooktheboxfilledwiththelearner's

writtingbooksandIwalkedoutofthestudyand

wenttothelounge.

Letho:"Mommy,Lookyoudidn'ttakethis

yesterday"

Shegavemeapaperandithadanotsowelldone

heartandupsidedownletters.



Me:"Thankyoubaby"

Ikissedhercheek.

Letho:"amIgonnagoseemommyanddaddy

number2?"

Me:"Iwillcallmommy"

Letho:"canwegowithZikhali,heisalwaysleftout

"

Me:"surewhynot"

"Hewon'tgo"

Hewalkeddownthestairs.

Me:"Goandcallhim.Weareleaving"

Lethonoddedandwenttocallherbrother.

Me:"morning"

Ntethelelo:"heisnotgoingAndiswa"

Me:"Ijustgreetedyou"

Iturnedmybackawayfromhimandpickedupmy

things.

Ntethelelo:"Whydon'tyoustayathome?"



Me:"Pleasedon'tstart"

Ntethelelo.:"with?"

Me:"DictatingeverythingIdo.Nextyouwilltellme

howtodress"

Ntethelelo:"that'sextremeandyouarestillonthe

wombissue"

Me:"yesIam,whydon'tyouwantmetoremoveit

?"

Ntethelelo:"Idon'twantyouregrettingit."

Me:"Iwon'tregretitasmuchasthatabortion."

TearsstreameddownmyeyesandIsatonthe

couch.HetriedtomovecloserbutIshookmyhead.

Ntethelelo:"sugarplum"

Ishookmyheadwhilesobbing.

"Ismommyok?"

Iwipedmytears.

Ntethelelo:"yesmommyisok,justsad"

Zikhali:"why?"



Ntethelelo:"Gotothecar,Iwilltakeyoutoschool"

Hegavethemthecarkeysandtheywalkedout.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswawecan'tkeepgoingincircles.

Iwon'tapologiseformakingtherightdecisionfor

ourkidsandformeaswellasforeveryone.Iwon't

"

Hestoodup

Ntethelelo:"takeadayoff"

HewalkedoutandIsobbedafterthedoorclosed.

.

.

*DINA*

HesplashesthewateraroundandIpickhimup,

gettinghimoutfthewaterandhethrowshishands

intheairandIsmileandagigglesoundescaped

hislips.IlayhimnexttohissisterandIwipedhis

bodyandtookanappyandputitonhimandalso

vaselineonhisbodybeforegettinghimdressedin



clothesandItookhisbottleandgaveittohimand

hetookitandstartedsucking.Itookthebaby

bathingtubandwenttodiscardthewaterandthey

arebothlookingatme.Verysilentlywhilesucking

theirmilkoutofthatbottle.Itouchedmystomach

andlookedatthemattentively.

"Thereyouare,Ithoughtyouranaway"

Hewalksinandwrapshisarmsaroundmywaist,

hisperfumescenthitsmynostrilsfreshlyandhe

wrapshisarmsaroundmeandonehandontopof

mineandkissesmycheek.Iremovemyhandfrom

mystomach.

Me:"goodmorning"

Zamani:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamgood"

Iturnedaroundandgavehimaperkbeforefixing

histie.

Me:"court?"

Zamani:"yes,whyareyouupearly?"

Me:"IamtakingthemtotheDrforavaccine,I



alreadybooked"

Zamani:"Ithinktheygotone"

Me:"Ijustwanttobesure"

Zamani:"ok"

HekissesmylipsandIrespond.Hebrokeit.

Zamani:"didyoucallyourfamily?"

Iswallowedbeforeshakingmyhead.

Me:"thelasttimewespokeendedonbadterms."

Zamani:"Justthisoncetotoleratethemforus"

Me:"Iamscared"

Hesighed.

Zamani:"Iwillnevercheatonyouagain."

Me:"Iwanttotrustyoubutit'sdifficultto.Theonly

reasonthathasn'tmademewalkoutthatdoor

foreverisbecauseofthekids,andmelovingyou

butmostlythekids."

Zamani:"Iamsorry"

Weweredisturbedbyacry.



Me:"gotowork.Wemightswingby"

Zamani:"Ihaveaopeningbetween13h00and

14h00"

Me:"wewillcome"

Ipickuponeofthem.

Zamani:"Ihavetorush.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hewentout.

.

.

*THABISA*

IhavetriedWendyacoupleoftimesbutstill

nothing.Iamstartingtogetreallyirritated.

Me:"Wendypickup"

Isayafterthe6thvoicemailIhavereachedthis

morning.Igroanandputmyphonedown.Ifshe

doesn'twanttosurfacethenIwillhavetofindher



onmyown.

.

.

*SESETHU*

iopenedmyeyesandscannedaroundandIwasin

ahospitalbed.Mythighsfeltheavyanditriedto

movethemanditgotlighter.

Kau:"skat"

Hekissesmyforeheadandheisstillinyesterday's

clothesandlookstired.

Kau:"skatyouscaredme"

Iaskedforwaterandhehelpedmedrinkup.

Me:"isthebabyok?"

Kau:"yes,wegothereontime."

Inodded.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Kau:"don'tbe.Iamgladyouareok,Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Kau:"letmegofindaDrok"

Ichuckledandhelookedatme.

Me:"nothing"

Heshookhisheadbeforewalkingout.

.

.
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*KHENSANI*

Ifeelnumbandhurtatthesametime.IloveFezile,

somuchbuthehashisownbeliefsandthingshe



won'tcompromiseonandsoasI.Ican'tforcehim

tomarrymebecauseIwantthat.Ithastobe

somethingwebothwantandIwouldlovetogrow

oldwithhimandhavekidsbutkidsalonejust

doesn'tfeelokforme.IfeellikeIwillbehisbaby

producingmachinethat'sall.IgetoffthebedandI

sendamessagetoUnathithatIwon'tbecomingin

todayandshetellsmesheunderstands.Ishouldn't

burdenher,alreadyshehasherownproblemsand

herhusbandjustlosthisbusiness.Whowould

wanttodothattosomeone.HonestlyIdon't

understandpeopleandneverwillIguess.Imake

thebedandopenthedoorandwalktothe

bathroomandlookedatmyselfthroughthemirror

andmyeyesareSwollenandpuffyaswell.My

noseisreddishaswell.Iopenthetapwateronthe

sinkandIwashmyfacewithcoldwaterbeforeI

brushmyteeth.

"Morning"

Iclosethetapwaterbutdarednottolookuptothe

mirrorasyetorturnaround.Isighandcarryon

withwhatIamdoing.



Me:"Morning"

Silencefillsinbetweenusanonlytensionstartsto

buildupbitbybit.

Ntambo:"Khencanwetalk?"

Me:"It'sOkFezilewedon'tneedtotalk"

IfinishupandIclosethetapandturnaroundand

heisstandingbythedoor.Hetriestotouchmy

cheekbutImovemyheadback.

Me:"CanIpass?"

Ntambo:"Khensani"

Me:"Mmmh?"

Ntambo:"Iknowyouwantustogetmarriedsome

daybutIamscared."

Me:"Ofwhat?"

Ifrowned.

Ntambo:"Youdon'tunderstand"

Me:"Makemeunderstand.Thatreallyweareboth

wastingeachother'stimehere.Wecan'tgoin



circlesFezileSibadalamasibangaka.(Wearetoo

oldforthat)Ifwearejustplayingherethemlet's

callitquitsforthenext"

Ntambo:"Thatwon'thappen.Wewon'tcallitquits

ever."

Me:"IwanttogetmarriedsomedayFezileandI

can'tlookformarriageinthewrongplace"

Ntambo;"Couldyoujustletmetalkwithoutfueling

up?"

Ifoldedmyarms.

Me:"Ok"

Hesighed.

Ntambo:"Myparentsmarriagewasverybad.The

waymydadtreated!ymother,Idon'twishitonany

woman.Iwitnessedgruesomethingsbeingdone

toherfromaveryyoungageyetshealwaystriedto

hideherpainfromme.Idon'twantyougoing

throughthat"

Myangereasedupabit.Isteppedclosertohim

andheldhischeeks.



Me:"whosaidyouwillbelikeyourfather?"

Ntambo:"Iammyfather'sson"

Me:"Youarenot.YouareawonderfulguyFezile,

don'tletyourparentsmistakesaffectyou",

Ntambo:"it'snotthateasy"

Me:"Haveyoutoldmahortakentherapybefore?"

Heshookhishead.

Me:"Youneedto.Youaretraumatizedandscared

ofcommitingyourselfinthatbiglevelina

relationship."

Ntambo:"KhensaniIdon'twanttogetmarried.I

haveacceptedthat.Idon'twanttolooseyoueither

"

Iswallowed.

Me:"Oh"

Ntambo:"IthinkitwouldbebestmaybeifIpay

lobolaforyou.Atleastdoonethingright,Ican

compromisethat"

Inoddedslowlynotsure.



Me:"Pleasetalktomahabouteverything.Talkto

mepleaseIamyourpartner"

Heperkedmylips.

Ntambo:"Iwill,Ipromise.Areyoumadatme?"

Me:"Iamnotmadbutisamnotsureofanything

rightnoweither."

Ntambo:"please,pleasedon'tleaveme.Ihave

openedmyselfuptolovingyou"

Heplacedhisforeheadonmine.

Me:"Comehere"

Wesharedahug.Idon'tknow,reallyIdon'tknow

atall.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Dr:"youarethepatientthistime"

Ichuckled.



Me:"theteacherbecomesthestudentattimes"

Dr:"Yestrue."

Kau:"Whencanshebereleased?"

Heseemedclearlyannoyed.

Dr:"Shecanbereleasedthisafternoon."

Me:"Thankyou"

Dr:"Iwillcheckuponyoulater."

Kau:"IamsureDrKhumalowillbebackbythen"

Me:"Babe"

Dr:"Brother?"

Kau:"Fiance"

Henarrowedhiseyes.

Me:"Ineedsomerest"

IlookedatthebothofthemandtheDrwalkedout.

Me:"whatwasthatallabout?"

Kau:"HewantsyouandIcanseeit"

Me:"Thatjealousywasn'tcuteatall"



Kau:"It'sneversupposedtobecuteallthetime.

Heisdisrespectful"

Me:"calmdown"

Hetouchedmystomach.

Kau:"Howareyoutwo?"

Me:"wearefeelingok,rightbaby?"

Hechuckled.

Kau:"Iloveyoutwo"

Me:"weloveDaddytoorightbaby?"

HechuckledandheldmyhandandIheldhisas

well.Ikisseditandhesmiled.

.

.

*DINA*

WegottotheDr'sofficeandthekidswereasleepin

theirdoublestroller.Iwasscrollingthroughmy

phonewhilewaitingformyturntogetintheDr's



officewhenaladysatnexttomewithatoddler.

Lady:"Hi"

Iliftedmyeyesup.

Me:"hi"

Ismiled.

Lady:"mustbenicehavingtwinslikeyours"

Ismiled.

Me:"yeah"

Lady:"whenIheldmydaughterinmyarmsforthe

firsttimeIknewthatIlovedher."

Ne:"Metoo.It'snaturalfeeling"

Lady:"somuch.Youaremarried"

Shelookedatmyring."

Me:"Engaged"

Lady:"Lucky.Thefather?"

Me:"Yes."

Lady:"Howlonghaveyoubeentogether?"



Me:"5years"

Lady:"that'slongbutatleastheismarryingyou.

Someofusdidn'tgetthatchance"

Me:"Mmmh"

Ismiled.

"Khumalo!"

Istoodup.

Me:"nicemeetingyou"

Lady:"samehere"

Istoodupandwentinsidepushingthekids

strollersandclosedthedoor.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Iwokeupveryearlytodayanddecidedtodosome

littlecleaningbeforerazorwakesup.Iwaslistening

tosomemusiconmyearphoneswhilesweeping

andmyphonerang.ItwasQamoandIanswered



thecall.

Qamo:"Sis"

Me:"Hey,howareyou?"

Qamo:"Ishouldbeaskingthat,howareyou?"

Isighed.

Qamo:"Iheard"

Me:"Heisgoingmad.It'sdrivinghimcrazyandhe

shutsdownanotherminute.Idon'tknowwhatto

do"

Qamo:"dothebestthatyoucan,supporthimand

comforthim.Evenifyouhavenothingtosayit'sok.

Holdinghishandmeansalot"

Me:"Yeah.(Sigh)Ihopewefindthepersonwho

didthis"

Qamo:"Youwill.LookIhavetogo,wasjust

checkinguponyou"

Me:"Thankyou"

Qamo:"Iloveyou,allwillbeok"



Me:"thankyou"

Shehungup.IcarriedonsweepingandIgotdone

andturnedaround.

Me:"Ohyouareup"

Razor:"Icouldn'tsleepanymore"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Razor:"Howismywifedoing?"

Me:"Veryfine.YouNgomane?"

Razor:"Iamgood.IwillfetchLethoandAnele

afterschool."

Me:"ok."

Razor:"areyougoinginatwork?"

Ne:'yes,khensaniisnotcomingsoIhaveto."

Razor:"ok.Iwilltakeyoutowork."

Me:"Thankyoubabe."

Ikissedhislips.

Me:"Letmegomakebreakfast."



Iwalkedtothekitchen.

.

.

*DINA*

Ohmypoormucnhies.Theircriespiercedmyheart

inapainfulway.Itriedsoothingthemonebyone

untiltheywereofftosleep.WewalkedoutandI

thankedthereceptionistandsaidmygoodbyesto

theladyIjustmet.Ipushedtheirstrollertomycar

andIopenedthebackandoutthemontheircar

seatsandIbuckledthemupandclosedthedoor

afterloadingtheirbagsandputthestrollerinside

thecarandgotinthefront.Istartedthecarand

droveoff.Istillhave30minutesbeforeoneandI

amhungryaswell.IpassbyKFCandgetsome

foodtochewonandthendriveofftoZamani'slaw

firm.WhenIgotthere,theprincesswasupand

silentlylookingathersurroundings.Igotthemout

andputtheminthestrollerandcovereditwitha

blanketsafterlockingthecarandmademyway

insideandgreetedthereceptionist.Itwasmy3rd



timebeingbeinginhereinallthese5years.My

stomachcringedthatmaybetheymetherebutI

pusheditatthebackofmymind.Igotinthe

elevatoranditwentupafterpressingit'sfloor

number.OnceitpingedIgotoutandmademyway

tohisoffice.IgreetedhisPawholookedatme.

Sheseemednew.

Me:"Hi"

Her:"Hi"

Me:"Isheavailable?"

Her:"who?MrKhumalo?"

Me:"Yes"

Her:"Lasttimehewasbusyworkingonahuge

importantcase.Hedoesn'tneeddisturbance"

Ilookedatthetime.It's13H00.

Me:"hetoldmeIshouldcomeatthistime."

Her:"Idon'tknowbecauseheisunavailable"

Iignoreherandkeeponpushingtowardsthedoor.

Her:"Youcan'tdothat!"



Iopenthedoorandsheisbehindme.Heis

concerntratingonthepapersinfrontofhimbutlifts

hisheadandasmileisonhisface.Ismileright

back.

Her:"Sir,Iamsorryshe....."

Zamani:"It'sok.Cleogoandgetmywifeandkids

whattheyneed."

Cleo:"Wife?"

Zamani:"Whatdoyouneed?"

Ne:",bottledwater"

Zamani:"Ihaveinhere"

Iplacemybagonthesmallcouch.Shewalksout

closingthedoor.

Zamani:"Howarethey?"

Me:"theygottheinjectionandtheyaresleeping"

Zamani:"CanIholdyou?"

Inoddedandwalkedtohimandatonhislapand

wesharedahug.Hesighed.



Zamani:"YouareGodsent"

Ibecomesilent.

Zamani:"I'm....."

Me:"Don'tsaysorry"

Iputmyfingersonhislipsandhenods.Ipeekhis

lips.

Me:"Idon'twanttohearitanymore"

Zamani:"yesmam"

Inodded.

.

.

.
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*DINA*

Igotoffhislapandwalkedtositonthecouchand

hejoinsmeinit.

Zamani:"Whatdidyourfamilysay?"

Me:"Iwillcallthemtonight,Iamnotreadyfor

whatevertheywillsay"

Heholdsmyhand.

Zamani:"Iamhere"

Me:"thankyou"

Ilaidmyheadonhisshoulderandpulledthe

strollerwithmylegandhelaughed.Iuncovered

theirfacesandwelookedatthem.

Zamani:"Theylooklikeme"

Me:"Alot"

Hesighs.

Me:"theywillbegroomedwellwithusaround"

Ilookedathimandhesmiledbeforekissingmylips.



Zamani:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ilaidmyheadonhisshoulder.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

AfterbathingIworemyslippers.Fezilewentoutto

UnathiandRazor'shouse,atthispointIdon'tknow

whattodo.Whethertostayjustforustobehappy

andatpeaceorgoandseekwhatIneed.ijustdon't

know.Igoandmakeaquicksnackbeforelaying

myselfonthecouch.Aknockonthedoordisturbs

mefromhavingsometvtimeanddistracting

myself.Iputtheremotedownandstandupand

walktogoandseewhoisatthedoor.

Me:"whoisit?"

Iopenthedoor.

"Khensani"



Me:"Mahowareyou,uhmcomein"

Shewalksin.Shelooksbeautifulandisglowing

thanthelasttimewesaweachother.Wegoand

settleonthecouch.

Me:"Letmegetyousomethingtodrink"

Ma:'Nositdown"

Isitdown.Shesighsandholdsonherbag.

Ma:"Fezilecalledmeyesterday"

Me:"Oh"

Ma:"Iunderstandwhereyouarecomingfrom.He

wasconfusedbutIthinkhenowunderstands."

Me:"Heistraumatized,hehasfearanditmight

affectus"

Ma:"Iunderstand."

Shesighs.

Ma:"Helovesyou,hereallydoes.Iwilltrygethim

assistancebecauseIshouldhavenoticedthat

growingupinsuchanenvironmentdiddamageto

him."



Me:"Heisagreatman.Ihavenodoubtthatheis

notlikehisfather."

Shesmiles.

Ma:"Thankyou"

Thedooropensandhewalksin.

Ntambo:"Mawhat'sareyoudoinghere?"

Ma:"Isitacrimetostopby?"

Ntambo:"No,uhmnoit'snot"

Ma:"IwillseeyouKhensani"

Ntambo:"weren'tyoustoppingby?"

ShestandsupandIdothesame.

Ma:"toseekhensani"

Ntambo:"oh,letmetakeyoubackthen"

Ma:"No,Smisoiswaitingformeoutside.Ihaveto

go"

Shekissedhischeekandhefrownedbeforeshe

walkedout.

.



.

*SESETHU*

Siya:"yourtestresultscamebackclear.Youcan

gohomebutifyoufeelanythingjustcomerushing

back"

Me:"Iwillthankyou"

Shenoddedandwalkedout.Kauwalkedbackin

holdingpaperbagsandplacedthemnexttome

beforekissingmyforehead.

Kau:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"Good.TomorrowIamgettingdischarged"

Kau:"That'sgood.Iwasworried"

Me:"don't.Everythingisok"

HenodsandIholdhishandbeforesighing.

.

.

*WENDY*



"One,two,Boom!(Laughing)"

IspinaroundthechairandIstopandlookattheir

photostogetherthatplasyeredonthisshacksWall.

Me:"thiscould'vebeenus,yourbusinesswould

stillbehere"

IstandupandwalktoitandtakeoutmyknifeandI

cuttheirfacesgroaning.

Me:"IhateyouRazor!Ihateyou!"

Itearthepaperupandmybreathingpacequick.

TearsfalldownmycheeksandIcry.

Me:"whyme?"

Isitdownandsob.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Istayedathome.Ididpackforthekidsandwhen



theyreturntheycouldleave.Ntethelelocameback

middayalonewhileIwasinthekitchencookingjust

togetmymindoffthings.Heplaceshiskeyson

thecounterandkissesmycheek.

Ntethelelo:"Hi"

Me:"hey"

Ntethelelo:"howwasyourday?",

Me:"itwasok"

Ntethelelo:"(sigh)AndiswaIdon'tlikeseeingus

fight"

Helooksatme.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ntethelelo:"comehere"

Idiveintohisarmsandisob.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyouok,Idon'tmeantohurtyou"

Me:"Iknow,Iamsorry"

Ntethelelo:"Iknowit'smyfaultyouareinthis

positionandfeelingthispain.Ialsofeelit."



Iliftedmyheadtolookathim.

Me:"IamsorryforthewayIacted"

Hewipedmytears.

Ntethelelo:"it'sok"

Me:"It'sjustI...."

IputmyheadonhischestandIsob,hebrushes

myback.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorrysugarplum."

.

.

.
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Ifeeltired.Noletmerephrase,Iamdrainedtoday.



Ididn'tthinkIwouldworkthismuchattheSalon

especiallyonthestockdelivery.Ineedtocheckon

Khensaniandfindoutwhatiswrongthistime

around.Iparkmycarandtakemybagandgetout

andclosedthedoorlockingthecar.Imakemyway

insideandIhearsomegigglingandlaughter.

WhenIgetinIseethekidsontopofthecounter

withRazorfeedingAnelesomething.Iputmybags

downandmymoodlightensthanbefore.

Me:"Helloeveryone"

Them:"Mommy!"

Theyshout.IgiggleandgrabLethointoahug.I

seethatZikhaliwasallowedtocomeaswell.

Me:"Heybabyboy"

Zikhali:"Hiaunty"

IhuggedhimaswellandwentontoAnele.

Razor:"SoIaminvisible.?"

Me:"IseeyoueverydayNgomane"

Razor:"evenifyouseemeeveryminute."



Ihughim.

Me:"UnjanisthandwaSam?(Howareyoumylove

?)"

Razor:"Iamgood."

Me:"Iamtiredbutgood."

Razor:"howaboutwegoouttoday?"

Theynodinagreement.

Razor:"let'sgoandgetyouchanged."

Hegetsthemdownfromthecounterandtheyrush

off.Ifollowbuthestopsme.

Razor:"gochangetosomethingcomfortable,Iwill

takecareofthem"

Inoddedandhekissedmyforeheadbeforewalking

off.IwenttodrinksomewaterthenIwenttotakea

quickbath.Ineedtogetridofmysweetscent

mixedwithmysweat.Ifinishedandgotout.Iwent

togetdressedinjeansandatopwithsandals.Igot

doneinjustafewandwalkedout.Thekidswere

alsoreadyaswell.Itookmybag.



Me:"wherearewegoing?"

Razor:"Mall"

Me:"wecanwatchmoviestheneat,isthatfine?"

Razor:"Yeahitis"

Me:"comekidslet'sgo"

Theyrushedoutandwefollowedafterthem.

.

.

*MERCY*

Phila:"Mommy"

Me:"Mmmh?"

IputLesediinthecotasshewasasleepandpulled

theblanketabitonherbody.Philawastappingmy

leg.

Phila:"mommy"

Me:"WaitPhila,Iamputtingyourlittlesistertorest

"



"Ishecausingproblems?"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhathewants."

Sandilewalksinandcrouchedinfrontofhim.

Sandile:"Whatdoyouneed?"

Phila:"YolandasaidImustaskifwecanhavesome

icecream?"

"Ahphila!"

Sandilechuckled.

Sandile:"Let'saskMommy"

Me:"Let'sgetoutofheresowedon'twakeLesedi

up"

Sandile:"mommy?"

Me:"Okfine.Onescoop"

Theyrushedoffoutsidethebedroom.

Sandile:"ItalkedtoThapelo"

Me:"Yeah?"

Sandile:"Somethingisnotok"



Me:"like?"

Ifoldedtheblanketsandlookedathim.

Sandile:"likeDating"

Me:"Ohno!Ineedtotalktohim."

Sandile:"calmdown"

Me:"hewillendupsleepingwiththatgirlthenhas

ababy"

Sandile:"Iwillsortitoutok?"

Ikeptquiet.Heheldmywaistandperkedmylips.

Sandile:"ok?"

Me:"ok"

Sandile:"Nowletsgetdesert"

Me:"whichone?"

Ismirked.

Sandile:"Theoneinthekitchenfirstthentheone

thatwegetfromhere"

Me:"Themenuesoundsappetising"



Wechuckled.

Me:"Iloveyouandthankyou"

Sandile:"Iloveyou"

.

.

*DINA*

IlookedatthepaperInfrontofmeandIbreathed

outbeforetakingmyphoneanddialingthe

numbersandoutthephoneonmyear.Itranga

fewtimesandIwasholdingmybreath,waitingfor

anythingthat'sabouttocomemyway.

Aunty:"Hello"

Me:"Rakgadikennalineo(Auntyit'smeLineo)"

Aunty:"ubatlaengho'na?!hakeaujoetsahoreu

ikarolelelapenglee?!(Whatdoyouwantfromme?

Didn'tItellyoutodistanceyourselffromthisfamily

?!)"

Me:"ee,empa....(Yes,but....)"



Aunty:"empaeng?!huhLineo?hakebatlehoutloa

hotsoahouena?!(Butwhat?!HuhLineo?Idon't

wanttohearfromyou?!)"

Me:"KeatsebahoreontlhoileRakgadi.....(Iknow

youhatemeAunty.....)"

Aunty:"Hakeuhloee,keaunyelisangoana,joalo

kahaMolimooahaualahlilemme.kethabileha

Molimoabonabathobasatsotellengmmeanka

qetoeahobankajoalokammeoahaulelithōle

tseo!!!(Idon'thateyou,Idespiseyouchild,justlike

yourmother.IamgladGodsawirrelevantpeople

anddecidedtotakethemlikeyourmotherandthat

rubbish!!!)"

Mychestwaspainingtearswerepricklingmyeyes.

Icouldn'tstandhertalkinganymore.IsawZamani

standingbythekitchenentrance.Isniffedmaking

suremytearsdon'tfailme.

Me:"keauutloa'mekemasoabi.kenekebatla

feelahorelelapalahaKhumalolebatlahontefella

lobolabekengetlang.(IhearyouandIamsorry,I

justwantedtosaythattheKhumalofamilywantsto



comeandpaylobolaformenextweek)"

Aunty:"harebatleLobolaleo.Bakaunka,reufa

bona!(wedon'twantthatlobola.Theycantakeyou

,wearegivingyoutothem!)"

Me:"Empakemoetlo!(Butit'stradition)"

Aunty:"haketsotelleBolellahoreharebatleletho,

etsaengkapaeng,harebatlehosalalebademona

bahau(Idon'tcare,tellthemwedon'twant

anything,dowhatever,wedon'twanttobeleftwith

yourdemons)"

Me:"holokile,Kelebohanakoeahau(Ok,thank

yourforyourtime)"

ShehungupandIputmyphonedownandlaidmy

headonthetableandtearsjustcameoutandI

wept.HishandswerearoundmehuggingmeasI

cried.

Zamani:"shhh"

Me:"she....she...they"

Zamani:"it'sok"

Me:"theydon'twantanythingtodowithme.They



don'tcarewhathappens"

Zamani:"shhh"

Icried.AttimesImissmysister.Imissmymother

aswellandIamallalone.It'salltherethatIam

alonewithnoonetoturnto.

.

.

*KHENSANI*

Ntambo:"Khen"

Ilookathim.

Ntambo:"whatdidmomsay?"

Me:"shejustcameby"

Iconcerntratebacktothetv.

Ntambo:"Khensani"

Me:"Fezile"

Ntambo:"Iwilltrymakeuswork.IknowIamat

faultatthemoment"



Me:"youarenotatfault.Wejust...Idon'tknow."

Ntambo:"comehere"

Iwenttohimandhehuggedme.

Ntambo:"Iamnotpreparedtogiveup"

Me:"Fezile"

Isigh.

Ntambo:"notanytimesoonKhensani,.Iloveyou"

Ijustnodded.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Me:"don'teattoomuchcandy,Loveyoubought

toomuchsweetsnowtheywon'tsleep"

Razor:"Calmdown.Theyarejustkids"

Heheldmywaist.

Razor:"youareangry?"



Letho:"mommyangry?"

Razor:"Ithinkso"

Me:"Iamnotangryandgivemethosesweets.We

willeatthemtomorrowagain"

Theyclosetheirgummybearspacketandgiveitto

metoputinmybag.Wegotatrolleytofitthemall

insidebecauseIamnotpreparedtochasekids

aroundthemall.

Me:"whereshouldweeat?"

Anele:"spur"

Zikhali:"Yesyesspur"

Me:"Ineedtositdown.Sospuritis"

Theygotexcited.Ilookedatrazorandhewasin

thoughts.

Me:"youok?"

Razor:"yeahyeahIam"

Me:"baby"

Ilookedathim.



Razor:"Iamfine"

Me:"ok"

Icouldn'tshakeoffthathewasthinkingoff

something.

.

.

*WENDY*

Howmuchtimedowehave?HowlongwillIhide

here?Allofthosequestionsroamedinmyhead

yetnotasingleanswerasyet.

Me:"Razornc...nc...nc"

Icrushedhisphotoandsatdown.Hemademethis

wayandhewillpayforitdearly.Hewon'tseeme

coming.

.

.

.
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*DINA*

icouldn'tlookup,it'sembarrassingenoughwhat

outcomesIgot.AtthispointIdon'tknowwhattodo

becauseIonlyknowmyauntandgrandmother.I

don'tknowanyrelativeseitherthanthem.Ifiddle

withmydresswhilelookingdown.Myheartis

thuddingandZamaniheldmyhand.Hisfather

sighsandIswallowthespitandkeepmyeyes

down.

MrKhumalo:"Areyousureaboutthis?"

Zamani:"WedidtryspeakingtotheMpeleFamily

butitwasn'tsuccessful.Theydon'twantanything

atall"



Heissilent.ZamaniholdsmyhandandIstartto

relaxabit.Itgivesmethatsenseofsecuritythathe

ishereandwon'tleavetilleverythingisinorder

atleast.

MrKhumalo:"weareverytraditionalyouknowthat

Zamani,weneedtodothingstherightway"

Zamani:"Andwewillbaba,Okwamanjengicela

umfaziwami.Ngekesilindeabantuabazenza

ingane(fornowpleasecanIhavemywife.We

can'twaitforpeoplewhobehavelikekids)"

MrKhumalo:"Makoti"

Me:"babuKhumalo(MrKhumalo)"

MrKhumalo:"Areyousureabouteverything?"

IlookedatZamani.

Me:"Yes"

MrKhumalo:"Umshadelani?(whyareyoumarrying

him?)"

Myheartisbeatingfast.

Me:"Ngiyamthanda,futhiabantwanabadinga



abazalibobabili(Ilovehimandthekidsneedboth

parents)"

Istealaglanceandheissmiling.

MrKhumalo:"It'sgoodtohearthat.Igiveyoumy

blessingandnextmonth,whichwassupposedto

beyourloboladatewillbeyourtraditionalwedding

date."

Inodded

Me:"Yebobaba"

Hestoodupandwealsodid.

MrKhumalo:"baphiabazukulu?(Wherearemy

grandchildren?)"

Zamani:"upstairs"

Hewalkedoff.IbreathedoutandZamaniheldmy

hands.

Me:"Iamscared."

Zamani:"don'tbe.Iamhere"

Inoddedandhekissedmylips.



Me:"Zamani!"

Hechuckled.

Zamani:"heisupstairs"

Me:"Still"

Zamani:"Iloveyou"

Me:"metoo"

Iamexcitedandscaredatthesametime.Itfeels

sodreamyaswell.Especiallythechildren,IknowI

won'tbeabletohavethembuthavingthemwithno

dramasofaristhebestandIampreparedtogive

offmybestloveandcare.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

ThecarismovingasIamwatchingthebuildings

andpeoplepassingmebybutmymindisona

standstill.Ifeelstressedandmysoulisnotatany

ease.IsighandheholdsmyhandandIlookat



himandfaintlysmiledjustforhimnottoworry

aboutme.

Smiso:"youcantakeitbutyouknowIamhere?"

Isigh.

Me:"Iknow"

Smiso:"Doyoulikeit?"

Inodded,lookingatmyring.

Smiso:"Ilikeittoo"

Ichuckle.

Me:"Mmmh"

Smiso:"DoIhavetosendthelettertoyourson?"

Me:"Iwillaskhim.Idon'tknowreally"

Smiso:"Iwillsendittohim."

Inoddedandhekissedmyhand.

Smiso:"Thankyou"

Me:"Don'tthankme,Iamsupposedtodothat"

Hesmilesatme.Iamprayingforaglimmerof



hope.

.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Me:"Kau"

Kau:"mmmh"

Ipulledthefleece.It'sgoodtobeoutofthat

Hospitalbed.Ifeelabitbitter.Hecomesback

fromthekitchencarryingaplatewithsandwiches

andsitsnexttome.

Kau:"areyoucomfortable?"

Me:"Iambabydon'tworry"

Kau:"youwerecallingme?"

Me:"whatdoesyournamemean?"

Heshrugged.

Me:"awu"



Kau:"Idon'tknowbaby.Iwasjustgiventhatname

"

Me:"LetmeresearchmaybeIcangetsomething"

Kau:"whileyouaredoingthatlet'sfeedNgwana

warona(ourchild)"

Me:"mmmh,suchacarryingfatheryouhave

uhm....whatcanIcallyou?"

Kau:"Nana"

Me:"No,toocommon,youareSothoright?"

Kau:"Tswanabutcarryon"

Me:"Thenlet'snamelikePalesaorsomething"

Herubbedmystomach.

Kau:"Itmustbeakname"

Me:"whyusakanje?(Whydoyouwanttobesmart

withme?)"

Hechuckled.

Kau:"KeromangorPeobecauseyouaremyseed"

Hetouchesmystomach,Ihithishand.



Me:"nottheseedpart,callingourbabyaseed"

Kau:"awuBaby"

Me:"Keromangsoundsnicebutlet'ssaybabyKero

"

Kau:"Verywell"

Hefedme.

Me:"Mmmmh(coveringmymouth)thisisnice"

Hesmiled.Ikeptonresearching.Heputmylegs

onhislap.

Me:"wellGooglesaysyournameisoriginatedfrom

Hawaiianrootsasaboyandgirlname,it'sspeltas

Kau'iwhileyoursdoesn'thaveanI.It'sactuallya

SurnameinSouthAfricaandotherpartsofthe

world,inHawaiianKau'iis“Thebeauty;the

youthfulness”.

Kau:"somynameisasurname?"

Me:"probably,yourparentsknow"

Itookthesandwichandate.

Me:"mmmh?DaddykaKero"



Kau:"CanJeri'sfatherhavefunwithmommy?"

Me:"nottoday"

Igiggledandkissedhislips.

Me:"ngiyakuthandanehbabakhe(Iloveyou)

Kau:"KeaO'rataMoratiwa(Iloveyoumylove)"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"IsaiditinZulu"

Kau:"ngiyakuthandakeSesethu(Iloveyou

sesethu)"

Me:"washongefullforceebuhlungukanje(so

muchforceinyoursentence)"

Hechuckled.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Letho:"mommywhatshouldIdo?"



Me:"takethejacketandgiveittodaddytooutit

away"

Shenoddedandtheyallheldthejacketandwent

offinside.Iputthecarpetoutsideandwentinside

andRazorcamefromthelounge.

Razor:"theyareholdingonejackettogether"

Me:"theyarekids"

Hechuckled,Iperkedhislips.

Me:"shouldIbeworried?"

Heshakeshishead.

Me:"YouknowIloveyouright?"

Henodded.

Me:"everythingwillbeok.Iamhereasyourhelper

fromGodandagoodwife"

Razor:"heblessedmewithyou"

Ismiled.

"Mommycanweplayoutside?"

Me:"insidetheyardok?"



Theynodandrushedout.

Razor:"Imissedyou"

Me::"butIwasalwayshere"

Heholdsmywaist.

Razor:"butImissyou"

Me:"letmegoandcleanwhileyouentertainthe

youngones"

Itaphisshoulder.

Razor:"westillhavetime"

Me:"Go"

Razor:"okjustaquickkiss"

Igivehimakiss.

Me:"nowgo"

Hewalksout.

.

.

*KHENSANI*



Mybodyandmindfeeldrained.Idon'tfeelgoodat

thismomentandusgoingbackandforthistakinga

tollonmeaswellandmybodyisfeelingit.Iyawn

aftercleaninguptheapartmentandgetting.Iam

sogladtheweekendisheresoIcanrelaxandtake

abreak.Idon'tknowwhereFezileisatandIwon't

ask.ImakesomecoffeeandIgetdonefastandI

takesomesconeandgoandsitdown.Hewalksin

andheclosesthedoorandIlookathim.Hewalks

infurtherandkissesmycheek.

Ntambo:"youok?"

Me:"yes,justtired,youwokeupearly"

Ntambo:"hadsomethingstotakecareoffandI

wenttofetchthisatUnathi'shome"

Me:"whatisit?"

HeshowedmeanenvelopeandgaveittomeandI

tookitandopenedit.Ireaditandthenlookedat

him."

Me:"theywanttopaylobolaforMa"



Ntambo:"sheisnotcheapandwon'tbefree"

Me:"nottoomuch"

Ntambo:"sheisararebreed.Sosheisexpensive"

Igiggle.

Me:"it'sgoingtobeadisaster"

Myheartwastornabit.Iwashappyforhismother

andeveryonebutIcouldn'thelpbutfeelsayatthe

sametime.Thatwewouldn'tsharethis.Icouldn't

lookathimbecauseIwouldcry.Iwanttosettle

downtoo.

Me:"haveyoueaten?"

Ntambo:"yeahIhave"

Inoddedandsippedonmycoffeeavoidinghim.

Ntambo:"Khen"

Me:"mmmh?"

Ntambo:"lookatme"

Ibreathedoutgatheringcouragebeforelookingat

him.



Ntambo:"Iwillmarryyouoneday.Ifitmakesyou

happy,Ijustwantyouhappy"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Ifeellikeheisputting

himselfinanuncomfortablepositionjusttoplease

me.

Me:"it'sok,Ihaveacceptedit"

Lies,Ididn't.Ihaven'treally,Ikeptonsippingmy

coffee.

Ntambo:"lookatme"

Ilookedathim.

Ntambo:"Iloveyouok?Nomarriageissuesor

anythingwillbreakusright?"

Ioutmymugdownandstoodup.Icouldfeelthe

tearsnearingandmychestpaining,hestoodupas

well.

Ntambo:"Khen"

Heheldmywaist.

Ntambo:"wearegonnabeokright?"

Idon'twantustobebrokenbyanything.Ilovehim



andIamintoodeep.That'swhyithurtssomuch.

HewipedmyfallingtearsandInodded.Hekissed

myforehead.

Ntambo:"IloveyouandIpromisetogetbetterand

gethelp"

Inodded.HehuggedmeandIhuggedhimback

sobbing.

.

.

.
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*RAZOR*

Anele:"LethocanIhaveaturn?"



Letho:"IamagirlAnele,IshouldbeonDaddies

back"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Becarefulthatyoudon'tfall"

Igetherdownslowlyandshestandsonherfeet

andIcrouchinfrontofthem.

Zikhali:"Canwehaveoursweetfromyesterday?"

Me:"GoaskMommyinside"

TheyrushoffandIstandup.Iamsearchingfor

Wendybutit'slikeshevanishedintothinair.I

don'tknowwhattodo.Ifeelstressedabout

everythingaroundmethatIcan'tsolveorsortout.

"Lindani!"

Iturnaroundandit'sMamkhulu.Shegetsoffthe

carwiththehelpofUnathi'sfather.Sotheyare

reallydoingthisdatingthing?Iwonderhow

Ntambofeelsaboutallofthis,it'squietawkward

thatmyauntisdatingmyfatherinlaw.It'sthe

sameasmymotherandStepfatherandnowIam

marriedtomystepsister.Ishakethethoughtas



theyreachme.

Mamkhulu:"Hello"

Me:"Sanibonani(greetings)"

Mamkhulu:"Howareyou?Icametocheckupon

youandUnathi,whereisshe?"

Me:"Inside"

MrNgema:"Mmmh"

Ilookatherfingersandshehasaring.

Me:"AndtheRing?"

Mamkhulu:"Ohwearegettingmarried"

Me:"Ohwow"

Iamshocked.Sheissmiling,hekissesherhand.

Mamkhulu:"Yes"

Me:"That'samazingMamkhulu.Uhmwewouldgo

inside."

Theynodandwemakeourwayinside.

Unathi:"Uphiubabawakhowena(whereisyour

father?)"



Anele:"Usemnyangomommy(heisoutside

mommy)"

Unathi:"Goandcallhim"

Me:"Iwillgogether"

TheysitdownandIgotothekitchen.Thekidsare

lookingathermovearoundthekitchen.

Me:"Yourfatherishere"

Unathi:"Really?Alone?"

Me:"no,heiswithyourstepmother"

Unathi:"ohok.Kidsgogreettheelders"

Theyrushoff.Shewipesherhandandturns

aroundtome.

Unathi:""urite?(Areyouok?)"

Inod.

Unathi:"Ok"

Ikissherlips.

Me:"Let'sgobeforetheysaysomething"

Unathi:"weshouldgotochurchSunday,it'sbeen



solong"

Me:"sure."

Wewalkedoutofthekitchentothelounge.

Unathi:"Dad,whatawonderfulsurprise"

MrNgema:"youseemtohavegainedweight"

Unathi:"'whatcanIsay?Iamhappy"

Hesmiled.

MrNgema:"Iamhappytohearthat."

.

.

*MERCY*

Me:"Knock!Knock!"

Shelooksupfromherbooksandtakesoffherear

phone.

Me:"MayIcomein?"

ShenodsandIwalkinsidethebedroom.Isitdown



nexttoherassheremovesherbooks.

Me:"Howareyou?"

Bahumi:"Iamok"

Me:"areyousure?"

Shenods.

Me:"Anyboyyouareinterestedin.?"

Sheissilentabit.

Bahumi:"Notyet"

Me:"AreyousureHumi?"

Shenodsslowly.

Me:"(sigh)BabyIhavebeennoticing"

Shelooksatme.

Me:"Pleasetellmethetruth,isthereanyboy?"

Bahumi:"Idon'tknow.Therewasiguess"

Me:"youbrokeup?"

Shenodded.

Me:"Youknowyoudon'thavetobescaredofme.I



amyouroldersister.Iwillsupportyounomatter

howdeepthepitis.Iwillgetyouout."

Shewipeshertears.

Bahumi:"Iamsorry,idisappointedyou.Ishould

leave"

Me:"Noyoushouldn't.Youarefamilyandwestick

througheverything."

Shewipeshertears.Igotothedoorandcloseit.

Me:"Liedownonyourback"

ShedoesjustthatandIlifthertopupandtouchher

stomachandsigh.

Bahumi:"Idon'twantit.Ididn'tmeanto"

Me:"It'sok.Doesthefatherknow?"

Sheshookherhead.

Me:"Ok,youneedtotellhim."

Bahumi:"Iamsorry."

Thisisabigmess.Hugeone.

.



.

.

*ANDISWA*

Afamilymeetingwascalledbackathome.We

wererushingthereandIwonderwhat'sitabout.I

knowthatihaventdoneanythingasyet.Weparked

up-frontandilookedatNtetheleloandhelookedat

me.

Me:"Ihopeit'snothingserious"

Ntethelelo:"maybeit'snot"

Inoddedandwegotoutofthecarandmadeour

wayinside.OvertheyearsIbuiltmyfathera

beautifulhomeforhimandhiswife,heremarried

againlastyearandIwashappyforhim.Auntyphili

isaverynicepersonandsheisGodsent.We

walkedinsidethehouseandeveryonewasseated

already,SiyamthandaandAyandawerehere

already.

Ntethelelo:"Sanibonani(greetings)"



Khuluza:"Unjanimkhwenyana(howareyou?)"

Ntethelelo:"Iamgood"

Me:"dad"

Wehugged,ImissedhimsomuchthatIdidn't

realizeit.

Jabulile:"canwesitdown?"

Wenoddedandwesatdown.EvenUncleThulani

washere.Thishastobeaseriousmatterthen.

Dad:"wearehereonamatterofMah"

Khuluzafoldedherarms.

Khuluza:"yaziangikwaziukuphumaemuntwini

(youcan'tletapersonlive)"

Jabulile:"whatyouaredoingiswrong!"

Thulani:"MahIthinkweallagreethatyoushould

stopwhatyouaredoing."

Siya:"canwegetontheprogrambecauseweare

confused"

Me:"yesplease"



Dad:"Khuluzaisdatingyourgrandfather"

Me:"MkhuluLuthuli?"

Theynodded.

Me:"hayiKhuluzaheismarried"

Khuluza:"so?Heisbreakinghisownmarriagenot

mine"

Phili:"mahwearejustconcerned"

Me:"It'swrong.YouareoldtobeaMistress"

Khuluza:"Umuntuumtholaemtwiniangininawe

nomkhwenyananitholenekanjalo?(yougeta

personfromanotherperson,isn'tityoufound

Ntethelelolikethat?)"

Me:"Khuluza"

Ntetheleloclearedhisthroat.

Jabulile:"it'swrongandyouarebehavinglikea

child"

Khuluza:"Iamtoooldforthis"

.



.

.

*BAHUMI*

Ireallymessedup,ididn'tthinkshewouldnotice

beforeIcandoanything.ItookoutthepamphletI

wasgiventobyNeliswaatschool.Sheismynew

friendthatIcantalktoanytime.Itakemyphone

andcallherandsheanswersafterthesecondring.

Neliswa:"babes"

Me:"Friend"

Neliswa:"what'swrong?Yousounddown"

Me:"shefoundoutthatIampregnantagain"

Neliswa:"ohmyGod.Uhmwhatnow?Youstill

goingthroughwithit?"

Inodded.

Me:"Ican'tburdenhersoIhaveto"

Neliswa:"ok.Ihavesomecashonmetomeetyou



halfway"

Me:"thankyou"

Neliswa:"IwillsupportyouthroughanythingHumi.

IamsorryaboutThapeloandLee-ann"

Me:"it'sok."

Neliswa:"Ihavetogo"

Me:"bye"

IputmyphonedownandIwipemytearsandtake

outthemoneyandIonlyhaveafewhundreds.

Hopeithelps

.

.

.
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*ANDISWA*

Siya:"SongempelaKhuluzauzimiselengokuba

umakhwapheniemdalaKangaka?(Soseriously

Khuluzaisdeterminedtobeasidechickatthisage?

)"

Me:"Minaangizazi,messefakauNtethelelonami

(Idon'tknowwhensheincludedNtetheleloandme

)"

AuntyJabulilewalksinthekitchen.

Jabulile:"Nomaseniganilenenzakancane?(even

whenyouaremarriedyouarestillslow?)"

Me:"Thefoodisgonnabeready"

Jabulile:"Haiboabantubalambile(peopleare

hungry)"

Siya:"Mahumsindo,Siyaqedamanje(Mom,noise.

Wearegettingdonenow)"

Sheshakesherheadandclapsherhandonce.

Jabulile:"finishup"



Me:"SoKhuluzaisserious?"

Jabulile:"Seemsso"

Auntyphiliwalksinthekitchen.

Phili:"Ithinkit'senoughnow.Theyarehangingup

onher"

Jabulile:"Itnotenough,sheneedstoknowwhat

sheisdoingiswrong"

Phili:"Imarriedyourfatherknowingtheywere

marriedwithmycousin"

Me:"Momisdead.Mygrandmotherisnotdead."

Jabulile:"Udingainkukhuemnyamangobaangazi

yiniminalento(sheneedsablackchickenbecause

Idon'tknowwhatthisis)"

Siya:"CanyoutakeouttheplatesAndiswa?"

Me:"Sure"

Imovedtogoandtaketheplates.AuntyJabulile

keepsontalking.

.



.

*MERCY*

Ithoughtmaybeshewouldlearnherlessonbutshe

didn't.Idon'tknowhowtogroomateenager,it's

hardgroomingtheseyoungonesandiamstill

learningparentingasitis.Idon'tknowhowtoturn

toatthesametime.ThisisaburdentoSandileas

well.Idon'tknowwhattodobutIhavetofigure

somethingout.Thefetusisalreadyinherandit's

growingtoababy.Abortionisnevergoingtobean

option.Weneedtovisittheboy'shouse(father)

Thenwecantakeadecisionasbothfamilieson

whattodo.

"Mercy!"

Me:"mmmh?"

Iamsnappedoutofmythoughts.

Thapelo:"youhavebeendrinkingthatbottlesince

twohoursago"

Me:"really?"



Ilookatitandit'salmostempty,iholdmyhead.

Thapelo:"areyouok?"

Me:"YeahyeahIam.Adultproblems"

Thapelo:"Iamalmost18youknow"

Hesitsnexttomeonahighchair.

Me:"That'snextyear"

Thapelo:"it'slessthan6months"

Inod.

Me:"youhavegrown"

Thapelo:"Yeah"

Iholdhishand.

Me:"Iamgladyouaregettingbetter."

Thapelo:"Thankyouforlovingus"

Ismiled.

Me:"It'swhatbigsister'sdo"

Adoorbellringsandhestandsup.

Thapelo:"Ihavetogo"



Me:"Letmeopenthedoor"

Thapelo:"No,youarefineonthatchair.Idon't

wantyouembarrassingme"

Me:"Haibothisismyhouse."

Igetoffthechairandwalkpasthim.Igoandopen

thedoorandthereisacolouredgirlstandinginfront

ofthedoor.

Her:"Hi,IamLee-ann.IamhereforThapelo"

Me:"Pelo!"

Hewalkstowardsus.Idon'twantstressover

stress.

Thapelo:"Lee"

Shesmiles.

Thapelo:"UhmthisismybigsisterMercy"

Her:"Nicetomeetyou"

Me:"Don'tsleepwithhim"

Thapelo:"Mercy!"

Me:"Don't"



Lee-ann:"Iwon't."

Thapelo:"weshouldgo"

Lee-ann:"Nicemeetingyou"

Me:"Samehere."

Hetakesherhandandtheywalkoff.Iclosethe

doorandhearfootsteps.IturnaroundandIsee

Bahumirunningupthestairs.

Me:"Bahumi!"

It'ssilent.Isigh.

.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Sheputstheglassesdowninfrontofus.

Me:"Thankyou"

Zikhali:"Youaretheirgranny?"

Heissittingonmylap.



Me:"yesIameveryone'sgrandmother"

Zikhali:"metoo?"

Me:"youtoo"

Hesmiles.

Me:"Howarethings?"

Lindani:"KonkekurytMamkhulu(everythingisfine

Mamkhulu)"

Smiso:"Whatarethepolicesaying?"

Lindani:"theusual.Theyarestillinvestigating."

IsighedandlookedathimandUnathithenthekids.

Me:"Kuzolunga(itwillbefine.)"

Unathi:"yeah.Wewillgetthroughthislike

anything,justdon'tunderstandwhysomeone

woulddosuchaharshthing"

Me:"It'sjealousy"

Idrinkthejuice.

Me:"HasAnelebehavedanydifferentlythanusual?

"



Unathi:"notthatIhavenoticed"

Lindanilooksatmethenclearshisthroat.

Lindani:"yeah"

Me:"Heisgoingtobesomethingwonderful"

Unathismiles.

Unathi:"that'sgreattohear"

Letho:"gogodoyouwantsomesweet?"

Me:"Nomybaby"

Shenods.

Unathi:"letmecheckonmypots."

Shestandsup.IlookatAnelethenLindaniandI

smilethoughiamnotatease.

.

.

.

*SESETHU*



Me:"Kau!"

Kau:"baby?"

Me:"yourphonehasbeenringing"

Istandtherelookingathimandheturnsoffthe

waterandopenstheshowerdoorandgetsout.I

givehimatowelandhewrapsatowelaroundhis

waist.

Kau:"Whoisit?"

Me:"Idon'tknow."

Igivehimhisphoneandhetakesit.

Kau:"It'sDad"

Me:"oh"

HewalksoutofthebathroomandIfollowafterhim

andhemakesacall.Isitonthebedandlookat

him.

Kau:"Dad"

Thereissilence.Ikeeponlookingathimstanding

there.Hisupperbodyiswetandsoaspartofhis

hairylegsaswell.Itlookssexy.Ibitmybottomlip,



Iwishthisbabyisours.Iknowit'soursandIwish

forittobeaboysohecanlooklikehisfather.

Kau:"Uhm(swallow)ok...Iamcoming"

Hehangsup.

Me:"areyouok?"

Iamsnappedoutofmyfantasyofhimbyhisfacial

expressionandit'snotnice.

Kau:"Momjustpassedaway"

Iwenttohim.

Me:"How?Wehaveneverheardthatshewassick.

"

Kau:"shejustfaintedwhilecleaningthismorning

andit'sconfirmedthatsheisdeceased"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Iwrappedmyarms

aroundhimtocomforthim.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Heheldonmetightlysighing.

Me:"pleasebeemotional"



Hewassilent.Thismademethinkofmymother,

MaybeIshouldstopmyresentmentforherandfix

things.Fixher,ifsheisalive.

.

.

.
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*MAMTHOMBENI*

Wewerebiddingourgoodbyestothem.Itwas

reallywonderfulseeingthemtogetherlikethisand

gavemetheeaseIneededyetitbroughtsome

sadnessaswell.IlookedatAneleoncemoreandI

smiled.



Unathi:"Wewillvisitaswell"

Me:"Pleasedo"

Lindani:"Mamkhulu"

Me:"Lindani"

Hewantedtosaysomethingbutthenhejustsettled

foranod.

Letho:"wearegonnavisityougogo"

Zikhali:"Yesgogo"

Me:"Gogoislonelyyoushouldvisit"

Smiso:"AmIpartoftheloneliness?"

WelaughedandInodded.

Unathi:"Bye"

SmisohelpedmeinsidethecarandIwavedatthem.

IsawafigurenexttoThemanditwasoffmysister.

ShelookedatmeandIsighed.

Me:"Ohmygod"

Smiso:"areyouok?"

Me:"YesIam"



Henodded.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Knock!Knock!

"Bahumi!"

Icouldn'tstopmyselffromcrying.Ididn'tseethis

coming,Ididn'tatallandnoweverythingisamess,

Ifellforhiswords.Ilovehimandheknewthatand

brokemyheart.Maybeit'sbecauseIamyounger

thanhim.

"Bahumiopenthedoorit'sMercy"

Me:"Iamfine!"

Ishoutbackandrolledoffthebed.Itookthe

pamphletandshoveditinmybagwiththemoney.

FirstthingtomorrowIamgoingthere.Itexted

Neliswathatcansheaccompanymeandshe

agreed.Ineedsomemoralsupport.Ithenwenton



mykneesandstartedpraying.

Me:"GodpleaseforgivemeforwhatIamaboutto

do.Ihavenochoice."

Isniffedandlaidmyheadonthebedandsobbed.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Ilookedoutofthewindowthenbackathimandhe

issilentlysittingnexttome.IhavetriedallthingsI

knowaboutcomfortingapersonbutnothing.Since

weleftthehousehehasbeensilent.Itakehis

handintomineandIgiveitaslightsqueezeto

assurehimIamhere.

Me:"Let'sgoinside"

Hesighsbeforenoddingandwegetoutofthecar.

Wewalkedinsideandwecouldhearpeoplesinging

already,Ilookedathimandheclenchedhisjaws.I

knowheispreventingfeelingemotionalatthis

moment.Iholdhishandaswewalkinside.



Kau:"Ineedtofinddad"

Me:"doyouwantmetocomewith?"

Henodsandwewalkthroughtothebedrooms.We

seehisfathersittingontopofthebedwhilestaring

atsomething,weenteredtheroomandtherewas

foodinatraywithteanexttohisbedside.Ilooked

atKau.

Kau:"Baba"

Hisfatherturnshisheadslowlytous.Islightly

smilenotknowingwhattodo.

Hisfather:"Mmmh"

KauwalksinfurtherandIambehindhim,hesits

nexttohisfather.Helooksatme.

Kau:"ThisisSesethu"

Me:"Hi"

Iamsureithasn'tregisteredinhimththiswifeis

nomore.

Hisfather:"Iamhappytomeetyou"

Me:"metoo,letmeleave"



Iturnedaroundwalkedout.Thewholeenvironment

issomber.

.

.

*THAPELO*

Ilookedatherandsheturnedtomeandputher

drinkdown.

Lee-ann:"what?"

Me:"(smiling)Nothing"

Lee-ann:"sowhatisthis?"

Itakeafryfrommyfood.

Me:"Ilikeyou"

Lee-ann:"weren'tyoudatingBahumi?"

Me:"(clearthroat)yeahIwas"

Lee-ann:"mmmh"

Shetookasipoffhercoke"



Me:"Ilikeyou"

Ialsotookmydrinkanddrank.

Lee-ann:"I...(Smiling)Ilikeyoutoo"

Ismiled.

Lee-ann:"Thapelo"

SheheldmyhandoverthetableandIdidthesame.

.

.

*KAU*

wewerebothsittinginsilence.Iclearedmythroat.

Dad:"Shebakedsomemuffinsthismorning"

Me:"Shelovesbaking"

Helookedatme.

Dad:"Shewascomingtovisityou,that'swhyshe

bakedmuffinssoearly"

TearsstreameddownmyeyesandIwipedthem.



Hetouchedmyshoulder

Dad:"It'sok"

Ilaidbackonthebedandputhandsovermyface

andwipedmytears.

Dad:"It'sokkau"

Ishookmyhead.It'snotok.Ifailedand

disappointedher....

Dad:"Mokoena"

Ikeptquiet.Thelumponmythroatwaskillingme.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Siya:"Iamsorrybabes"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattodoSiyamthanda.Idon't

knowhismother"

Siya:"lethimbebutmakesureheknowsyouare

thereforhimnomatterwhat"



Me:"Thankyou"

Siya:"howisthebaby?"

Me:"Idon'twanttostress"

Siya:"Don'tstress"

Me:"Iwillcallyou"

Siya:"ok.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

ShehungupandandIsighed.Iwentthroughmy

contacts.Iwonderifhernumberstillworks.Iring

itanditringsafewtimesandit'sanswered.

"Hello"

Ihungupandbreathedout.

.

.

*NTAMBO*

IstandbythedoorandleanagainstitasIwatch

hersleep.Isighandtiltmyheadtothesideand



shesquirmsbeforeturningtofaceme.Iwalk

closertoherandsheopenshereyesandlooksat

me.

Me:"Hey"

Shesitsupandrubshereyes.

Khensani:"Somethingwrong?"

Me:"no"

Khensani:"ok"

Shelaidbackonthebed.

Khensani:"Fezile"

Me:"SthandwaSam"

Khensani:"Iwasthinking"

Me:"'about"

Khensani:"ifyou...(swallowed)Ifyoudon'tlike

marriagesthenit'sfine.Iwillcompromise"

Me:"really?"

Shenodded.

Khensani:"Iloveyou"



Me:"IloveyouKhen,thatdoesn'tchangeanything"

Shenodded.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert63(retype)

*BAHUMI*

IwokeupandwenttotakeaquickshowerbeforeI

startedpackingsomeofmyclothesinmyback

pack.Iamnervousbutthishastobedone.Itook

thebooksoffmybedasitriedtopackthemaway

buttheyfell.Ipickedthemupandshovedthemin

mybagbeforeshovingteminthewardrobe.Ithen



breathedoutandwentoutofthedoorandwentto

getLesedi,itwasallclear.Shewasaasleep.Itook

somenappiesforherandIwalkedoutandImet

bhutisandile.

Sandile:"goodmorning"

Me:"goodmorning"

Sandile:"howisschool?"

Me:"schoolisgoingwell,butImissspendinga

daywithlesedi"

Henodded.

Me:"canIsleepwithhertonight?

Sandile:"sure"

Me:"thankyou"

Iwalkedpasthimandbreathedout.Igotinthe

bedroomAndclosedthedoor.Iputthenappiesin

mybackpackandthenItooksleepingpillsand

crushedthenandwenttofetchsomesmallwaterin

thebathroomandtooklesediinmyarms.Iwoke

herupabitandshequivered.



Me:"shhh"

Imadeherlickthepowderanddranksomewater.I

wipedhermouthandcradledherinmyarms.

Me:"shh"

Myheartwasthudding.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Me:"areyougoing?"

Razor:"iamgoingtocomeinlater"

Me:"weneedtogotochurchLindani"

Razor:"andIwillcome.

Iturnedandlookedathim.IgotoffthebedandI

tookthetowel.

Me:"don'tbelate.Iambathing,doyouwantto

joinme?"

Hesatupfromthebedandtookoffhisboxers.



Me:"wearenotalone.Therearekids"

Razor:"comelet'sgo"

HepickedmeupandIgiggled.

Razor:"IloveyouMrsNgomane"

Me:"IloveyoutooMshika"

Ikissedhislips.

Razor:"Iwantawetbath"

Me:"OkMr"

.

.

*MERCY*

Me:"goandcallyourfather"

Sandile:"Iamhere"

Hecomesinthekitchen.

Sandile:"kids"

Yolanda:"daddy"



"morningeveryone"

Us:"morning."

Sandile:"Iheardyouwentonadateyesterday"

Thapelo:"wearejusthangingout"

Me:"Ihopeit'shangingout"

Thapelo:"Mercy"

Me:"justsaying"

Hesatdownonthehighchairandtookthecereal

box.

Phila:"mmh?"

HehandedthemilktoThapelo.Bahumicamedown

thestairswithabackback.

Me:"morning"

Bahumi:"goodmorning"

Me:"goingsomewhere?"

Bahumi:"yes.IwantedtoaskifIcangoandstudy

withmyfriendNeliswa.Hereishermother's

numberandhomeaddress"



Me:"isitsafe?"

Bahumi:"youcancallhermother"

Me:"Iwilldoso."

Bahumi:"ok"

Sandile:"needanymoney?"

Bahumi:"NoIamfinethanks"

Me:"bebackat15:00"

Bahumi:"yesmam"

Inodded

Sandile:"aren'tyoueating?"

Bahumi:"noIamfine,Ihavetogo"

Us:"ok"

Shesmiledmovingbackwardsbeforesheturned

andwalkedoutholdingherbag.

Me:"sheisdedicatedtoherschoolwork"

Sandile:"that'sgood"

Me:"sheisreservedandkeepsthingstoherself."



Sandile:"mmmh"

Me:"Thapeloisshealwayslikethat?"

Hewassilent.

Me:"Thapelo!"

Thapelo:"Mercy?"

Me:"Iamtalkingtoyou"

Thapelo:"yeah"

Heplayedwithhisfood.

Thapelo:"Iamgoingupstairs"

Hegotoffthehighchair.

Me:"whatswrong?"

IlookedatThapelo

.

.

*DINA*

Zamani:"Ican'tchangeanappy"



Me:"babydon'tholdhimlikethat"

Zamani:"Itried"

Iwipedmyhandsandwentclosetohimandtook

thebabyfromhisarms.

Me:"lookatdaddyholdingyoulikeasackof

potatoes"

Zamani:"theyeatalot.Youfeedthem"

Me:"wewantthemtogrowright"

Hestandsbehindme.

Zamani:"Thisisaperfectimage"

Me:"whichis?"

Zamani:"Thisone"

HekissedmycheekandIblushed.

Me:"Iamalmostdonecooking"

Igavehimthebaby"

Zamani:"mommy"

Me:"fatherandsontime"



Zamani:"yourmotherisnotcool"

Igiggledandwentontowashmyhandsbefore

cooking.Ifeelcontentwitheverything.

*BAHUMI*

Icradledherinmyarmsandlookedather.Ikept

oncheckingifshewasstillbreathingandyesshe

wasstillbreathing.Ikissedhersmallknucklesand

theladynexttomeshookherhead.Iswallowed

andlookedoutthewindow.Assoonasthetaxi

stoppedintown,Ihoppedoutofthetaxi.myback

packhaddeflated.Iwalkedthroughthecrowd

holdingLesediclosetomybody.Iwasscaredand

Iamnotreallyfromhere.IgottowhereNeliswa

saidwewillmeetandIlookedaroundstanding

there.ADarkgreyAudiparkedinfrontofme.It

wasdimmedbutthedriveroranyonedidn'tcome

outofit.IwasscaredandIthinkabitparanoid.

"Babes"



Iturnedandiwassogladtoseeher.Shecame

towardsme

Neliswa:"ohmyGodcanIholdher?"

Inodded.

Neliswa:"shelookscute"

Me:"Thankyou"

Icouldn'tkeepmyeyesofftheAudi.

Neliswa:"Areyousureaboutthis?"

Me:"yes...yesIam"

Shenodded.

Neliswa:"okthen"

Me:"wecango"

Shenoddedandwestartedwalkingdownthestreet

andenteredanally,IswallowedasnervousasIam

tillwereachedadoorandIknockedonitand

NeliswaheldLesediclosetoher.Thedooropened

andaForeignlookingguylookedatmeand

Neliswa.



Me:"Hi,uhmIamlookingforaplacewhereIcan

getanabortionanditledushere"

Guy:"yesthisistheplace"

Me:"oh,howmuch?"

Helookedatme.

Guy:"It'sR3000"

Idon'thavethatmuchifmoney.

Me:"oh"

Neliswa:"weshouldgoHumi"

Isighed.

Guy:"butforyouIcanmakeanacceptionof

R1500"

Me:"Ohreally?"

Henoddedsmirking.

Neliswa:"Idon'tfeelokwiththis"

Me:"I...Iwilltaketheoffer"

Guy:"Comein"



HeturnedandilookedatNeliswaandsheshrugged.

Wefollowed.

"Stop!"

Westoppedandturned.

Neliswa:"Bahumi"

Theguywalkedcloser.

Him:"Hana-esom(theyarecomingwithme)"

Guy:"anamazuahiaebea(Iamrunninga

businesshere)"

Him:"Achọghịmịma,ọna-abịamnathatsfinal!(I

don'tcare,sheiscomingwithmeandthat'sfinal!)"

Neliswa:"(teary)safaNkosi(wearedead)"

Itooklesedifromherarms.

Him:"come"

Ishookmyhead.

Him:"Iwon'tharmyou"

Hisaccentscaresme,bothofthem.

Me:"let'sgoNeli"



Shenoddedandheheldmyarm.

Him:"ifurumaramma(beautifulflower)"

Iswallowed.

*MERCY*

Icouldheargigglingandthemrunningupanddown.

Me:"slowdown!"

Theychasedaftereachother.Thapeloclosed

himselfinhisroom.Sandilewenttobuysome

meatthatIwillcooktonight.Ilookedatmywatch

andIwasabitworriedaboutBahumi.

Me:"Philasande!Yolanda!"

Theygiggled.

Phila:"Mommyshewantsmypaper"

Me:"Givemethatpaper"

Itwasanairplane.Iwasabouttothrowitawaybut

somethingcapturedmyeyes.Iopeneditanditwas



anabortionpamphlet.

Me:"OhmygodBahumi"

IrushedupthestairstoThapelo'sroom.

Me:"Thapelo!"

Ibangedonthedoorandwenttomybedroom.I

tookmybagandphoneandcalledsandile.Irushed

downthestairs.

Me:"everyoneinthecarnow!"

Thapelo:"what'sup?"

Me:"gotothecar"

Sandile:"babe"

Me:"pleaselet'smeetintown.It'sBahumi"

Sandile:"ok"

Ihungup.Myheartwasbeatingfast.Ihopeshe

doesn'tdoit.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*UNATHI*

Pastor:"Romans8:38-39.ForIamconvincedthat

neitherdeathnorlife,neitherangelsnordemons,

neitherthepresentnorthefuture,noranypowers,

neitherheightnordepth,noranythingelseinall

creation,willbeabletoseparateusfromtheloveof

GodthatisinChristJesusourLord."

Congregation:"Amen"

Anele:"mommy"

Hepatmythigh

Me:"mmmh?"

Anele:"Lethodoesn'twantustoplay"

Me:"Lethokuhle"



Isnatchmyphonefromherhandsandgiveitto

Anele.Shesulks"

Me:"Iwillgiveyouahiding"

Shestillpouts.

Pastor:"Neitherofthosethingswillstopthelove

thatexistsinGodandchristforus"

Me:"Amen"

"sorryIamlate"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Didyoucook?"

Razor:"that'swhyIamlate"

Ismiled.

Me:"youareanangel"

Razor:"WhyIsshelikethis?"

Me:"Sheisabully"

Razor:"cometodaddy"

Shewenttositonhislapandlaidherheadonhis

chestthensuckedherthumb.Ishookmyhead.



Turnedbacktothepastorandlistenedtowhathe

wassaying.

.

.

*MERCY*

Everyonewassilentinthecar.Iwastryingtodrive

asfastaspossiblewithoutcausinganaccidentor

gettingaticket.Myphonerangandiansweredit.

Sandile:"Iamhere"

Me:"Justafew"

Sandile:"Ok"

Isighed.

Sandile:"calmdownandconcerntrate"

Me:"Ok"

Hehungup.

Thapelo:"what'sgoingon?"

Me:"DoyouknowwhoBahumiwasdating?"



Hekeptquiet.

Thapelo:"(clearthroat)Sheissecretive"

Me:"Ohmygodthisisamess"

Thapelo:"whydoyouask?"

Iseeparkingspaceandipark.Itakeoffmyseat

belt.

Me:"Stayinhereandlockthedoor"

TheynoddedandigotoutlockingandthenIrushed

intheally.IsawSandile.

Sandile:"What'sup?"

Me:"Bahumiispregnantagainandsherantodo

anabortion,lesediisnowhereaswell."

Sandile:"What?!"

HerusheddownwhileIgavehimthepaper.Iwas

afterhimandwegottotheplaceandheknocked

onthedoor.ItopenedandaNigerianmanopened

thedoor.

Him:"HowmayIhelpyou?"



Sandile:"Didn'tyouseealittlegirlherewithababy?

"

Him:"Sheranoff"

Me:"Where?"

Him:"Idon'tknow"

Heclosedthedoor.Ifeltdefeated.

Me:"sandile"

Sandile:"Iwillfindherdon'tworry"

Inoddedandhewipedmytears.Sheisonly15

alonewithaninfant.

Sandile:"Don'tworry"

.

.

*THAPELO*

Ilookoutthewindowandturnthevolumedownon

theradio.Itookoutmyphoneandwenton

WhatsappandcheckedstatusesandLee-annhad



posted.ItwasasongbyJustinBieber.

"Canwe,wekeep,keepeachothercompany

Maybewe,canbe,beeachother'scompany

Ohcompany

Let'sseteachother'slonelynights

Beeachother'sparadise

Needapictureformyframe

Someonetosharemyring....."

Shetaggedmeinit.Ireplied.

Me:"Iwillkeepyoucompany"

Shetyped.

Lee-ann:"Iloveyou"

Ismirked,actuallyIwasblushing.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Isent.

Yolanda:"canwelistentotheradio?"

Iturnedupthevolumeandwenttomygalleryand



gotapictureofherItookfromyesterdayand

postedit.

"Someone'sfuturewife"

Ismiledbittingmybottomlip.Ireallylikeherso

much.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Iwasnervousandscared.LesediwascryingInmy

armsandiwasrelievedshehaswokenup.Iwas

sittingonthegreycouchinthisclassylookingroom.

Hewalksinbackfromhiscallandlooksatme.

Thechainsaroundhisneckandthewayheis

dressed.Idon'tknowifit'sastyletoaddchains

whenyouarewearingformalwear.Heseemsolder

,wayolderthanmeandthatscaresmetoo.

Me:"pl...pleasedon'thurtus"

HecomesforthandcrouchedinfrontofmeandI

holdLesedi.



Him:"Iwon't"

Me:"whatdoyouwant?"

Him:"Isshehungry?"

Inoddedslowlynotsure.

Him:"Iwillgetherfood."

Me:'Iwanttogohome"

Him:"wewillbegoinghomeifurumnma(my

beautifulflower)"

Iswallowed.

Me:"homewhere?"

Him:"wewillgototheEuropeanparts"

Me:"whatareyou?"

Him:"Nigerian"

Me:"pleasecanIgohome?"

Him:"Don'tworey.Youwillbefine."

OhmyGod,whatdidIgetmyselfinto.?

.



.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Smiso:"Doyouwantawedding?"

Me:"No,wecanjustgotohomeaffairs"

Idranksometea.

Smiso:"ifthatmakesyouhappy"

Me:"Iwouldbe"

Iheldhishand.

Me:"everythingisokright?"

Smiso:"yeah"

Inodded.

Me:"thankyouforlovingme"

Hekissedmycheek."

Smiso:"Iloveyounomatterwhat"

Me:"thankyou"

Isawmysisterbythewallandsheturnedand



walkedoff.

Me:"Ifeelsleepy"

Smiso:"weshouldgetyouchecked"

Itouchedmystomach.

Me:"ok"

Ismiled

.

.

*MERCY*

Ifeellikeafailure.Wecan'topenamissingpersons

case,wejusthavetowait.Iwasinthekitchen

drowningmyselfinwinewhensandilewalkedin

withagirlwholookedterrified.

Sandile:"IfoundNeliswa"

Me:"Hi,"

Her:"hi..hi"

Me:"whereisBahumi?Haveyouseenher?"



Shelooksdownandfiddledwithherfingers.

Neliswa:"Iwaswithherwhenweweretakenby

thisman.HetookmehomebutIdon'tknowabout

Bahumi"

Me:"ohmyGod"

Sandile:"canyoudescribehim?"

Neliswa:"helookedathislate30'shewasinasuit

anddroveanAudi"

Me:"thenumberplate?"

Neliswa:"itdidn'thaveone."

Me:"ohgod.Shemightbeshippedoff"

Sandile:"Iamgoingout."

Neliswa:"iamsorry"

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Ihushedleseditillshewasasleep.Hecameback



inagainandlookedatme.

Him:"wewillbeleavingtonight."

Mystomachturned.Hisphonerangandhe

answered.

Him:"Hello"

Hewalkedoutoftheroom.AllIheardisthatI

foundoneandIknewthatIambeingsoldfor

something.IfIdidn'trunawayIwouldn'tbeinthis

mess.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued.
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Me:"Isshefinallyasleep?"



Razor:"Yes."

Whatawonderfulservice.Can'tgetoverit,itwas

definitelyneededtoday.

Me:"BoysareyougoingwithDaddy?"

Theynod.

Me:"Theydon'tpayattentionwhentheyareplaying

games"

Razor:"Inoticedthroughthewholeservice"

Isquintedmyeyes.

"PraisetheLord"

Weturnandit'sthepastor.

Me:"Baba"

Pastor:"Iamsohappytoseeyoutoday.Lindani

howareyou?"

Razor:"IamfineNceku"

Pastor:"Wonderful,Howismarriage?"

Me:"It'sgoingwellright?"

Razor:"Definitely"



Pastor:"that'swonderful.Okubhalwe

nguNkulunkuluakekhoozokucisha(What'swritten

bythelordshallnotbeerased.)"

Me:"Amen."

Pastor:"Youshouldkeepaneyeonyouryoungone.

Godhasplansforhim."

IlookedatAnele.

Me:"Wewill"

Pastor:"RememberGodisalwayswithyou"

Me:"Hallelujah"

Hesmiledandwalkedaway.

Razor:"Iwonderwhereyoulearntthat"

Me:"Mxm.Boysgowithyourfather"

Theywalkoff.

Razor:"Iwillseeyouathome"

Me:"Okbaby"

IkissedLethogoisinhisarmsandtheywalkedoff.

Istoodtherelookingatthemthensmiled.



.

.

*DINA*

Me:"Whereisthebaby?"

Iwalkedinthelounge.

Zamani:"Asleep"

Me:"Oh"

Zamani:"Weneedtomakealist"

Me:"Off?"

Zamani:"thegiftsthatyouwillgiveofftomyfamily

"

Me:"Youwritethatlist.Ithinktherearemanyof

you"

Zamani:"Yesthereare"

Me:"Ok"

Iputmyfeetonhislapandhemassagedthem.



Me:"Mmhthatfeelsnice."

Zamani:"YouknowIloveyou?"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Iknow"

Heholdsmychinandkissesmylips

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hesmiledandmassagedmyfeet.Iclosedmyeyes

andlaidbackonthecouchandhekissedmylegs

softlywhileIclosedmyeyes.

Me:"wakemeupifthekidswakeup"

Zamani:"ok"

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Me:"Ican'tbelievewehavetogoupanddownon

thismatter"

Siya:"Iknowandweshouldn'tbeinvolved."



Ireachedmycar.

Me:"Iwillcallyou,wasdoingsomegrocery

shopping,IwillcallyouwhenIamhome'"

Siyanda:"Sure"

ShehungupandIputthephoneinmybagandI

loadedthegroceryinmycar,Itookouttheplastic

bottlesfromthebackandafterIwasdoneIclosed

thebootandwenttowardsthebintothrowthe

bottleswhenIheardababycry.Ifrozeonthespot

andlookedeverywherefirstinthisundergrown

parkinglotbeforeIputthebottlesdownandI

lookedinsideandtherewasablackplasticbag.I

tookitoutoftherubbishbinanditwasalightbut

therewasmovement.Iimmediatelyputitdownand

Iopeneditandtherewasababyboycryinghis

lungsout.Myheartpiercedashewasredfromall

thecrying.Hechokedabitandtearsrandownmy

cheeks.

Me:"ohmyGod"

Hewaswrappedinablanketonly.Iwrappedhim

upandrushedtothecarandIcalledsiyawhile



tryingtohushhim.

Siya:"youarehome?"

Me:"No,UhmIneedtogetababytothehospital"

Siya:"youhadanunknownbabyagain?"

Me:"NoSiyamthanda"

Tearswerechokingme.

Siya:"comethrough.Myshiftisclosebyanyway"

Me:"Ok"

Ihungupandcradledthebaby.Whowoulddo

suchathing,ithurtsbecauseweyearntohavea

babyyetpeoplewrapthemupinplasticsandleave

themtosuffer.Iputhimonmychest.

Me:"Shhh,Iamherenow."

Hewaschokingwhilecrying.

.

.

*SESETHU*



Me:"Babe"

Hewaslookingupattheceiling.

Me:"Let'sgoandseeyourfather.Iwillbegoing

backtoworksoon"

Heissilent.Isigh.

Me:"Kau"

Kau:"mmmh?"

Me:"Iamhere"

Kau:"untilwhen?"

Thatcaughtmeoffguard.

Me:"Untilforever.Iamnotleavingyou"

Helookedatmeandpulledmeclosetohim.

MaybeIshouldtellhim.

Me:"Kau"

Kau:"Mmmh"

Me:"thereisaslightchancethatthebabymightbe

myexfiance's"

Helookedatme.



Me:"Iamsorry"

Hesighedclosinghiseyes.

Me:"kau"

Kau:",Skat"

Ismiled.

Kau:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

Ikissedhislips.

Me:"Iamnotgoinganywhere"

Kau:"meeither."

Ismiled.Igotinbedandlaidnexttohimand

wrappedmyarmsaroundhim.

.

.

*WENDY*

IinjectedmyselfwiththemorphinebeforeIlaid



myselfbackonthechairclosingmyyes.Ineedit

totakesatthepain.Theeverything.Iopenedmy

eyesandlookedupandheldmyguninplace,it

disgustsme.Iamnothurtanymore.No,it's

somethingmoredeeperanddarkerthanthatnow.

Me:"nc..nc...ncRazor"

Ipointedthegunathisphoto.

Me:"Phawwhuuu!!!(Laughing)Sdabulaamafu

ngezinhliziyo(wediewithourhearts)"

Ilaidmyheadbacklaughing.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IgottothehospitalandSiyametmehalfway.She

tookthebabyawayandIwaitedinthewaitingroom.

Iwantedtofollowaswellbutsheassuredmethat

shewilltakecareofthebaby.Isaythere

impatientlyandeventuallystoodupandpacedup

anddown.Iwasnervousandwantingtoknowhow



heis.AftersometimeSiyamthandacomesbackto

me.

Me:"Howishe?"

Siya:"heisahealthybabyboy"

Me:"ThankGod."

Siya:"thehospitaliscontactingtheorphanage

sinceyoufoundhimatthemalldumbster"

Me:"no,noIwanttotakehim"

Siya:"don'tyouwanttotalktoNtetheleloabout

adoptinghimfirstly?"

Me:",IwanttotakehimSiyamthandadon'tyouget

that.Iwanthim !"

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.Iwasshaking.

Siya:"calmdown.Iamsorrytoupsetyou.Iwill

contactthesocialworkersoyoucanhavehim

legally"

Inodded.

Siya:",youcancomeseehim"



Iwipedmytearsandfollowedher.Wewenttothe

nurseryandIwashedmyhandsbeforeentering.He

wasasleepandlookedcleanerthistime.

Siya:"hereheis."

Me:"canItakehim?"

Shenodded.

Itookhimintomyarmsandsomethinginme

moved.Iwipedmytearsandskilled.

Me:"Simphiweyinkosi"

Siya:"nicename."

Ismiledandplayedwithhissmallhand.Iinstantly

fellinlovewithhimandIcouldn'tletgo.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*BAHUMI*

Him:"sheisasleep?"

Inodslowly.Iamswallowing.Hisperfumeis

intoxicatingmynose.Notinabadwaythoughbutit

makesmedizzy.

Me:"I...pleasecanI"

Hetouchesmythighandimoveit.

Him:"Relax.Iwillgiveyouandyourbabyabetter

life"

Me:"No"

Him:"mmmh?"

Me:"i...Iamhavinganotherbabysoit'saburden"

Him:"Don'tworryIhavemoneyforthat"

Me:"Youareold."

Hechuckled.

Him:"iknow"



Me;"letusgo"

Him:"Ican'twhenChinekeewetawoezigbo

nwunye(Godhasbroughtabeautifulwifeforme)"

Me:"Huh?"

IjustimaginedthoseNigerianMovieswhenthey

sayChinekesoloud.Iwonderwhatitmeans.

Him:"Iwon'thurtyou"

IswallowedandlookedatLesedi.Ilookedupand

thecarstopped.Wewereattheairport.Mynerves

kickedin.WegotoutandIwasholdingthebaby

nexttome.

Him:"Youaremydaughter.Don'tdoanything"

Inoddedandfollowedafterhimallscared.Ihope

someonenotices.Wegoinandhedoesthe

necessaryandweareallowedtotravel.Hetakes

theplaneticketsandsoonweareintheplane.I

feellikecryingatthismoment.

"Everythingwillbeok"

Myheartisbeatingfast.Wearesecuredinour

seatsandtheplanestartstotakeoffinafew.



.

.

*RAZOR*

Unathi:"EveryonekeepsonsayingAneleisspecial

"

Me:"Yeahheis"

Shelooksatmeandstopsplayingwithherfood."

Unathi:"Thankyouforthemeal"

Shetakesaspoonfull

Me:"Ihadtogoallout.

Unathi:"Eventomorrow"

Me:"Thepolicecalledandsaidtheymighthavea

lead"

Unathi:"that'swonderful,atleasttheyaredoing

theirwork."

Me:"yes,IhavetohoandcheckonKautomorrow

"



Unathi:"what'swrong?"

Me:"hismotherpassedon"

Unathi:"ohmy,wasshesick?"

Me:"noshejustfaintedandthatwasit."

Unathi:"thatishorrible.Wehavetobothgotohis

house."

Me:"yeah"

Unathi:"Ihopeheisfine"

IkisshercheekandlookatLethoandZikhaliwho

areholdingeachotherwhilelayingasleeponthe

couch.

Unathi:"let'sgetthemtobed.

Me:"Sure"

Webothstandupandtakethemtothebedroom.

.

.

*MERCY*



Me:"yourmotheriscoming"

Neliswa:"thankyou"

ThapelowalkeddownthestairsandNeliswarolled

hereyes.

Me:"Thapelo"

Helookedup.

Thapelo:"Nelswhatareyoudoinghere?Isn'tHumi

supposedtobewithyou"

Neliswa:"ifshewaswithmeshewouldbehere"

Thapelo:"andtheattitude?"

Me:"Thapelowhat'swrongwithyou?Bahumiis

outtherelostwithyourchild"

Neliswa:"youmeanchildren"

Me:"excuseme?"

Thapelo:"lesedi?"

Me:"woahstop,yousaidChildren"

Neliswa:"uhm"

ShelookedatThapelo.



Neliswa:"IthinkIhearmymother."

Me:"Thapelowhat'sgoingonbetweenyouand

Bahumi?"

Thapelo:"Nothing"

Neliswa:"youareadogThapeloandBahumiI

missingbecauseofyou"

Me:"someonetellmesomethinghere!"

Iwasfrustrated.

Neliswa:"ThapeloandBhamuiweredating"

Thapelo:"youareforward"

Me:"amen"

Iclappedmyhanddefeated.

Me:"SoyouaretellingmeThapeloimpregnated

Bahumiagain?"

Thapelo:"iwhat?!Ididn'tdothat"

Neliswa:"ohBahumisuddenlybecameMaria"

Thapelo:"Shutup"

Me:"Stopfighting.Ineedwine"



Iheldmyhead,thisjustbecameahugemess.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Nurse:"TheSocialworkerishere"

Iswallowedandshetookthebabyfrommeandput

himdown

Me:"Oh"

Sheledthewayandwewalkedout.ImetNtethelelo

andAyandawithanotherwomanwiththem.I

huggedNtethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"areyouok?"

Me:"hewasscreamingforair.Howcould

someonedosomethinglikethat"

Socialworker:"youaretheonewhofoundthebaby

?"

InoddedandNtethelelowipedmytears.



Social:"ok"

Thenursetookherinsidetheward.Ilookedat

Ntethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"whatisit?"

Me:"canweadopthim?"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa",

Me:"NgiyakucelaMntungwa,ngiyakucela

sthandwaSam(pleaseMntungwa,pleasemylove

)"

Ayanda:"thereisalottoconsiderAndiswa"

Ntethelelo:"yeah,likeimbeleko"

Me:"Baby"

Ntethelelo:"Iamafraidwecan't.Ourtradition

backgrounddoesn'tallowus."

Tearsstreameddownmyeyesandigotoffhisgrip

andrushedoff.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa!"

Iwassobbingwhilegoingdownthestairs.Ididn't



havetimeforanelevator.Hecaughtuptomeand

pulledmeinatighthug.

Ntethelelo:"iamsorry"

Me:"(crying)IwantababyNtetheleloplease

please

HesighedwhileIcriedonhischest.

.

.

*MERCY*

NeliswaleftandThapelowentupthestairs.I

couldn'tsayanythingtohimatthismoment.Ijust

hopesandilefindsbahumibeforeit'stoolate.He

walksthroughthedoorandIstandup.

Me:"tellmetheyarebehindyou"

Sandile:"Ilookedforthemalloverbutnothing"

Isankdown.

Me:"Nosandile"



Sandile:"Baby"

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.

Me:"Please,please"

Sandile:"Iwilltrylookingforthembaby.Iwilltry

harder.

Godcantheybefound.?

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:54] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert67

*SESETHU*



Kau:"Doyoureallyhavetogobacktowork?"

Itookmybag.

Me:"yes.Therearepeoplewhoneedtobesaved.

"

Kau:"Sethu"

Me:"mhhh?"

Hwgotoffthebedandcametomeandheldme

frombehind.HekissedmyneckandIsighed.

Kau:"Nothingisgonnahappentous"

Me:"really?",

Kau:"really"

Hekissesmycheek.

Me:"Idon'tlikecheatingKau,Pleaseifthereis

somethingwrongtalktome"

Heturnsmearound.

Kau:"IwouldneverdothatSethu"

Inoddedandkissedhislips.

Me:"Willyoubeok?"



Henodded.

Me:"Iwilltrytocomebackearly."

Kau:"Don'toverworkyourself."

Me:"Iwon't"

WekissedagainandletgoofeachotherbeforeI

tookmybagandIwalkedoutofthebedroom.I

touchmystomach.IreallyhopethisisKau'child.

Somuch.

.

.

*UNATHI*

"Lethokuhle!"

IshoutoutasIpackedtheirlunchesintheirbags.

Me:"Kids!"

Theycomerushingin.ThisissomethingIwould

definitelytakesometimetogetusedto.

Me:"Letmeseeallyourteeth"



Anele:"Daddyhelpedusbrush"

Me:"That'swonderful.Yourfatherismysuperhero.

"

Zikhali:"likespiderman?"

Me:"Yesbaby."

"Iam abitmuscularthanspiderman"

HewalksinandIlookatthekids.

Me:"turnaround"

TheydoandIgivehimaquickperk.

Me:",thankyouforhelping"

Razor:"youdon'thavetodothingsonyourown"

Letho:"mommycanweturn?"

Razor:"notyet"

Hepulledmywaistandwesharedapassionate

kiss.Icouldfeelmykneesgettingweak,Ibrokeit.

Me:"Lookyouhavelipstickonyourlips."

HeperkedmylipsandIgiggled.



"Ewwuu"

Me:"Didwesayyoucanturn?"

Sheturnedbackfast.

Me:"Takeyourbagsandgooutside."

Theyturnedandtooktheirbagsandwalkedoff.I

tookthecarkeysoffthecounterandwipedRazor's

lips.

Razor:"Justonequicknyana"

Me:"No.Ihavetogo"

Razor:"Mmmh"

Me:"Stopsulking"

Iperkhislips.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Razor:"Iloveyoutoo"

Itookmybagandsaidmybyesbeforewalkingout.

Iopenedthedoorforthekidsandgottheminand

buckledupbeforegettinginsideanddrivingthem

offtoschool.



.

.

*KHENSANI*

IheldontothecounterasIfeltaheadachecoming

on.Iheldmyheadandthenwenttodrinksome

water.

Ntambo:"Iamready"

Hewalkedinfromthebedrooms.

Me:"ok,wecango"

Ntambo:"areyoufeelingok?"

Me:"justaheadachethat'sall"

Hetouchedmyforehead.

Me:"mmmh"

Ntambo:"Wheredoesithurt?"

Me:"Here,Ithinkmaybeit'samigraine.Ijustneed

pills"

Ntambo:"Itcouldbeserious."



Me:"IwillgototheDrafterwork.ithinkit'sstress"

Ntambo:"About?"

Me:"Work"

HelooksatmeandItakemybag.

Me:"wecanleave"

Ntambo:"What'sstressingyoukhen?"

Me:"It'swork.Changesfromwork.Beinganadult

isstressaswell."

Ntambo:"isee"

Me:"Comebabylet'sgo"

Ntambo:"ok,canIgetakissbeforewego?"

Inoddedandgavehimakissbeforewewalkedout,

Isighed.

.

.

*MERCY*



"MorningMommy"

Islightlysmileanddrinkmyalcoholicsubstancein

themug.

Me:"Imadepancakes"

Theynodsandsitdown.Sandilewalksinaswell.

Sandile:"Mercy"

Me:"mmmh?'

Hetakesmyglass.

Sandile:"itssoearlyinthemorning."

Ipullmygowntogetherandtakeagulp.

Me:"icouldn'tsleepproperly"

Sandile:"Iwillfindthem"

Me:"It'smyfault,Ishouldhavetriedbetter,noticed

everythingbetweenthem."

Sandile:"youdidn'tandit'sok"

IshookmyheadandThapelowalkeddownthe

stairs.Ilookedathim.

Thapelo:"goodmorning"



Me:"Ifanythinghappenstothem..."

Sandile:'Mercydon't,calmdown"

Ibrokedown

Me:"FindthemSandile"

Sandile:"Iwill"

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Ilookedatherlayingonthebed.Isighedstillcan't

gethercriesoutofmyhead.IloveAndiswaandI

wanttoseeherhappybutit'stoughsituationsthat

putusintoughplaces.IturnedaroundandI

sighedbeforeIcouldhearhersquirmingandIturn

andsheisholdingthepillowlikeit'sababy.It'snot

thefirst.It'sbeenhappeningsincetheabortionand

Idon'tknowhowtohelpher.Shehashaunted

dreamsaboutit.Asmuchasitaffectsthebothof

usbutit'stakingatollonherandiwantmywife

back.Iwalktothebedandshakeherabit.



Me:"sugarplum"

Shesquirmsabitbeforeopeninghereyes.

Me:"aren'tyougoingtowork?"

Shesatup.

Andiswa:"Idon'tfeelok,Iwillcallinsick"

Me:"Ok"

Shelooksatthepillowandputsitasidebefore

gettingoffthebed.

Me:"Andiswa"

Shestopshertracks.

Me:"wecanadopt"

Sheturnstome.

Andiswa:"really?"

Inodandshecomesandhugsmesobbing.

Andiswa:"thankyouMntungwa,thankyouMbulazi

"

Me:"Iloveyou"



Iwipehertears.

Andiswa:"Iloveyoutoo.Letmegobathsowecan

goandgetSiphiwe"

Me:"younamedhim?"

Shenoddedthenwalkedtothebathroom.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Welandedaftersometime.Travelingthewhole

night,IwasholdingLesseditomeaswewalked

outofeairport.Seeingwhitepeopleeverywhere

andotherracialgroupsandit'sconfirmedthatwe

areinEuropebytheweather.

Me:"Wherearewegoing?"

Him:"toahotel"

Ikeptmysilence.



Him:"letmeholdherforyou"

Me:"no"

henodded.Wegotinacabanditdroveofftothe

hotelaswearrivedwegotthekeyandwenttothe

roomallocated.Theviewwasgloomyanditscold

here,verycold

Him:'comeandbath"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Idon'thaveclothes"

Lies

Him:"youwillwearmine"

Iswallowed

Her:"comeonputherdown"

Me:"promiseshewillbeok"

Him:"Ipromise"

IputlesedionthebedandmadeSurethatshe

won'tfall,coveredherthenhetookmyhandand

ledmetotheensuitbathroom.Itwasbeautifuland



veryneataswell,expectedinhotels.Heopensthe

showerandIamstillmemorisedbybeauty.He

closesthedoorandIturntohimandheistaking

offhisclothes.Iswallowedscared.

Me:"What'sgoingon?"

Him:"wearetakingashower."

Me:"PleaseI..."

Him:"comeonit'sjustashower"

Hecametomeandundressedme.Tearsstreamed

downmycheeks.

Him:"shhhdon'tcry.Iwon'thurtyou"

Iswallowed.Hegotmeundressed.Hischestwas

scaryandhisarms.Hecouldstranglemeononego

andIwouldbedead.Hecaressedmycheekthen

kissedmyforehead.

Him:"Getintheshower"

Igetintheshowershakingandhealsogetsina

fewminuteslater.Heclosestheshowerdoorand

myheartbeatsfastwhenheholdsmywaist.He

kissesmyneck.



Him:"IamUcheoma"

Iswallowandhishandsmovedfrommywaistto

mybuttthenmywaistagain.

Him:"youwillbeKhandibefromnowon"

Me:"howoldareyou?"

Him:"37"

Iswallowedandheturnedmearoundandpicked

meup.

Me:"pleaseputmedown.

Him:"Iwon'thurtyou"

Hecaressesmyboobandkissesmyneckandthen

runshisthumbonmyfaceandkissesmylipssoftly.

Him:"don'tbescared.Iwilltreatyoulikeaqueen"

HekissesmeagainandIfeelhisshaftpokingmy

abdomen.Icouldfeelmyworldstopping.His

handsgoestomynunaandhetouchesit.

Him:"canIenteratip"

Me:"Iwantedtobath"



Him:"Youaremywifenow,relax"

Me:"Ican't,thisisuncomfortable"

Heputsinatipandibitemybottomlip.

Him:"Iwillmovegentlyifyoucan'ttakehim,tell

me"

Me:"pleasedon't"

HepusheditindeeperandIcried.Ifeelhopeless.

It'sallmyfaultIaminthissituationandputting

lesediinitaswell.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:54] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert68

Me:"Khensani"



Icalloutforherandshemovesfromtheladiesand

comesmyway.IwalkinsidemyofficeandIsit

downassheenters.

Me:"pleaseclosethedoorandsitdown."

Shedoesthatandcomestositdowninfrontofme.

Khensani:"Anythingwrongboss?"

Me:"Yes"

Sheswallows.

Me:"What'sgoingoninyourlife?Youdon'tseem

okandIamworried"

Khensani:"JustMinorrelationshipissues"

Me:"isFezilehittingyou?"

Khensani:'No..nohewouldneverdothat.It'sjust

misunderstandingslikeanyrelationship."

Me:"ok,ifyoudon'tfeelokorwanttotalkabout

what'sbotheringyouIamhere.AsmuchasIam

yourboss,Iamyourfriendaswell"

Khensani:"Iknowthat.Thankyou,"



Ismiled.

Khensani:"howwasyourweekend?"

Me:"don'task.Kidsarehectic"

Shegiggled.

Khensani:"Unathi"

Me:"yes"

Khensani:"thisisyoursecondmarriageright?"

Inodded.

Khensani:"Howdoesitfeel?"

Me:"different,Ifeellikeiamwithmysoulmatethis

round.Ifeelhappyandcontent"

Khensani:"ifYouandLindaniweretostayas

boyfriendandgirlfriendwouldyoubeok?"

Me:"YesIwouldhavebeen.Himwantingtomarry

meisjustmyluck,aftermyfirstmarriageIdidn't

expectgettingmarriedorwantingmarriageaswell

butitjustcametome"

Shenodded.



Me:"Khensani"

Khensani:"Mmmh?"

Me:"ThisismyopinionbutIthinkwhenaperson

hasalreadymarriedandbrokeofftheydon't

necessarilyexpectmarriageandthat'sokbutyou

haven'tgottenmarriedbeforesoit'shighly

expectedforyoutowantthatexperience,toweara

ring,haveahusbandandkids,dealwithinlaws.

Everything"

Khensani:"yeahItsnicebutit'sfine."

Me:"youdon'twantmarriage?"

Khensani:",Feziledoesn't"

,Me:"oh"

Khensani:"(sigh)it'sfine",

Me:"haveyoutalkedtohimaboutthat?"

Khensani:"Yesandit'snotgettingusanywhere.I

decidedtocompromise"

Me:"don'tgiveineasily.Makehimputaringon

thatwithouttalkingtohim.Youknowtheproblem.



Findthesolutionandbesidesdon'tmakehimthink

hehasgotyouonlockdown.Gotothemallwith

himandwinkatkids.Beonyourphoneinhis

presenceandlaughatmemes,blushingonlove

quotes,doyourhairandnails,pamperyourselfin

theprocessandhewillthinkyouareslippingthen

hewillcuffthat"

Khensani:"youthink?"

Me:"yesandbuyalingerieandcleanthe

apartmentinit,don'tlethimtouchitthoughorhave

itatthattimebutifyouguystalkeditwillwork."

Khensani:"Iwilltrythosetricks,thankyou"

Me:"youarewelcome."

Khensani:"Ihavetogetbackatwork"

Me:"okbabes"

Shestoodupandwalkedout.

.

.

*ANDISWA*



WhenwearrivedatthehospitalIwenttoseeaDr

soIcouldgetasicknoteandIdidgetone,after

thatIwenttothenurseryandNtethelelowas

standingbythewindowlookingatthebabies.I

heldhisarm.

Me:"howlonghaveyoubeenstandinghere?"

Ntethelelo:"sometime"

Thenursecameoutandcametous.

Nurse:"Youlovethisbaby"

Ismiled.

Nurse:"youcancomein"

Me:"come"

Iwalkedinsidewithhimandgotourhandscleaned

beforewewalkedtohislittlebed.Hewassleeping

peacefully.Thenursepickedhimupandgavethe

babytomeandIkissedhisforeheadsoftly.

Me:",Heybaby"

Nurse:"wegavehimthatnameyoumentioned



yesterday"

IsmiledandlookedatNtethelelo.

Me:"isthesocialworkercomingtoday?"

Nurse:"no,shesaidsheismeetingwiththefamily

whowilladopthim,apparentlysomecouplewants

him"

IlookatNtethelelo.,

Ntethelelo:"whenwillhebedischarged?"

Nurse:"heisfine.OnlytheDrknowswhenhewill

bedischargedbutIthinktoday."

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa.Shhh"

Me:"theyaretakinghimaway"

Ntethelelo:"notheyarenot"

Me:"theyareadoptinghim"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswalisten.Thesocialworkeris

meetingwithus"

Me:"oh"



Hekissedmyforehead.

Ntethelelo:"calmdown"

Ismiled.

Me:"thankyou"

Ntethelelo:"It'sok"

Hetookhistinyhandintohisfinger.

Ntethelelo:"heissmall"

Me:",yeah"

Iwashappywitheverything.

.

.

*THAPELO*

Lee-ann:"babeyouok?"

Iwasstandingbythetuckshopwaitingforher.

Me:"yeahyeahIamfine"

Lee-ann:"IboughtLay's",



Shegavemeapack.Ihadmyworries,whywould

Bahumirunwithourdaughter?Whydidn'tshetell

mesheispregnantagain.

Lee-ann:"Iwasthinking"

Me:"yeah?"

Lee-ann:",howaboutwegoonabeachtripwith

someofourfriends",

Me:"that'ssoundsok"

Mymindwasn'thereatall.Shekepton

conversating

.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Hewipeshishandsandkissesmyforehead.Ihave

criedtillIdidn'thaveanytearsleft.

Him:"Imeetingwithanagenttomorrowforanice



apartmentforus.Mybrotherswhattomeetyou"

IlookathimandthenLesediwhoisonthebed.

Me:"whyme?"

Him:"youarebeautiful"

Hekissedmylipsslowly.

Him:"youshouldstopcryingandtrytoparticipate,

nowletsdothis",

HeleansinandkissesmylipsandIrespond.His

handtravelsunderthegownIamwearingtomy

thighs,Ibrokeit.

Me:"please"

Hesmirked.

Him:"trustme,ok?IfIwantedyouhurtIwouldI

havesoldyouandourbabytobesexslaves."

Me:"ourbaby?"

Hepointsatlesedi.

Him:"theywillbeourkidsandmanymoretocome

",



Me:"Iam15"

Him:",Mmh"

Hestandsup.

Him:"needanymorefood?"

Ishookmyheadandhenoddedbeforegoingtothe

bathroom,.Ilookedatlesedi.

.

.

*MERCY*

ThisiskillingmeeverypassingsecondthatIdon't

hearanythingconcerningthem.Iamwatchingthe

newsandscrollingthroughtheinternetjustincase

anylesscanpopupbutnothing.Myphonerings

andit'sSandile.Ijumpandanswerit.

Me:"anything?"

Sandile:"it'ssomething.Shewaswithaguywho

wassaidthatheleftwithbothofthem"



Me:"towhere?"

Sandile:"Idon'tknowbuttheywereseenyesterday

onthestreets."

Me:"ohmyGodSandile"

Sandile:"Iamstilllooking"

Me:"pleasebabyplease."

Sandile:",ok"

Hehungup.Ican'timaginethembeingraped.I

wentinmykneesandIcried.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:54] :~Unexpectedly~

Insert69

Igotoutofmysideandsoashim.Iamcarryinga

fruitbasket.Notquietsurewhatyoubringwhen



youaregoingtosendyourcondolencesto

someone.

Anele:"Mama"

Me:"Baby"

Anele:"canIplayagame?"

Igavehimmyphone.It'sjustafterwedropped

LethoandZikhaliatAndiswa'shouse.Itwassad

leavingthembuttheywillsurevisitsoon.

Razor:"Let'sgo"

Inodandwemakeourwayinsidetheyard,people

areupanddownandsomewomanisbarking

orders.Shestandsstillsquintinghereyesand

waitsforustoapproach.

Her:"HaiboIt'syouFezile?"

RazorChuckledshyly.Sheremovesherhands

fromherhipsandgiveshimabighug.

Her:"Youhavegrownfromthatnaughtyboyyou

werewithKauchasingeachothernakedaroundthe

yard."



Razor:"UsukhiphaamafilesmanjeRakgadi(You

areexposingmythingsnowAunty)"

Her:"Yes.Ohwhoisthiswoman?"

Razor:"mywifeandson"

Her:"Obuamaka,heehmuntle(Youarelyingshe

isbeautiful)"

ShelooksatAnele.

Her:"Heyboy,thisisyourgrandmother"

Anelelooksup.

Anele:"helloGogo"

Her:"sayKokoneh?"

Henoddedwithasmile.

Her:"Nicetomeetyou.Ican'tbelieveIwasn't

invited."

Wechuckled.

Razor:"Ididsendyourinvite"

Her:"Iamjoking.Iusedtobathandspankyour

husband"



Igiggled.

Me:"Thankyouforsnappinghim"

Her:"yes.HimandKauknowJerry"

Iwasconfused.

Razor:"let'sgoinsidebeforeotherthingscomeout

andruinme"

Her:"thisissmallstuff"

Welaughed.

Her:"it'ssowonderfultoseeyou"

Razor:"Metooeventhoughit'sinabadsituation"

Her:"Shewasawonderfulwoman."

Razornodded.

Razor:"let'sgo"

Wewalkedinsideandwegreetedthewomenthere

andthenleftthefruitbasket.Razortookmyhand

andledustothebedroomsandthat'swherewe

foundKauwithanoldmanandNtamboaswell.

TheywereholdingKau'sfeet.



Me:"Goplay"

Hewenttothelounge.

Ntambo:"Kaulisten"

Heshookhishead.

Ntambo:"ThinkaboutSesethuandyourchild"

Oldman:"Pleasetakethisaway"

Hepointednexttohimanditwasagun.Igulped

andRazortookit.

Razor:"CanI?",

TheynoddedandgotupandIturnedaswellandwe

leftthem.Washetryingtokillhimself?Hemust

havelovedhismothersodearly.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Ntethelelo:"Weshouldgetgoing.Iamsurethe

kidshavearrivedtoAuntyKhulisiwe"

Me:"Can'twetakehimhometoday?"



Ntethelelo:"No,theDrhasn'tsaidanythingandthe

socialworker.Wehavetotakethelegalsteps

Andiswa"

Me:"Ok"

Ikissedhisforehead.

Me:"Mommywillseeyoutomorrow"

Ntethelelotookmyhandandweleftthenursery.I

feltbetterandlighttoday.Iwasevensmiling.

Ntethelelolooksatmeandsmiled.

Ntethelelo:"andthesmile?"

Me:"Ijustfeelhappy"

Ntethelelo:"Iamgladyouarehappy"

Wegetintheelevatoranditshuts.Ican'tgo

motherSimphiwe,Iwon'tbeabletolethimgo.

.

.

*WENDY*



Me:"Rasta"

Rasta:"MaWenz"

Me:"Howareyou?"

Rasta:"Razorwantsyouhere.Heisupanddown

lookingforyou"

Me:"whatdidyousay?"

Rasta:"thatIdon'tknowyoubutyouknowrazoris

notafool"

Me:"JustalittlebitmoresoIcanhaveconfidence

tocomebackandfacemyconsequences"

Rasta:"AhWendy"

Me:"Please"

Rasta:"Ifhefindsyouthenhefindsyou"

Me:"Rasta!"

HehungupandIgroanedthenclickedmytongue.

Me:"useless"

Ithrewmyphoneacrosstheroomandlookedat

theirwornoutpicture.ThrougheverythingIhave



doneonitit'sstilldisplaystheirsmilesthemost.

Me:"IhateyouLindaniNgomane!"

.

.

*RAZOR*

Me:"Kau"

Hewassilent.

Me:"Nothingisgonnachangethefactthatyouare

hurt.Weallare,webothlostamother."

Kau:"Ican'tGrootman"

Me:"Youarenotalone.Killingyourselfwillinflict

morepainonyourfather,morepainonme,more

painonSesethuandthebabymightnotmakeit.

Youhavetothinkofalotofpeople.MomdiedbutI

didn'tkillmyself.Iamthankfulforalltheloveshe

hadformeevenwhenIusedtomakeabadname

forherinthecommunity.Yourmotherlovedyou

andshewouldn'twanttoseeyoutherewithherany



moment."

Kau:"Yeah"

Me:"it'soktocryonceinawhile.Wearehuman

Grootman"

Kau:"SethuwantsmetoobutIjustcan'tdoso"

Me:"That'sawoman.Becomfortableandyoucan

bevulnerablearoundhercausehewantstosee

thatandbethereforyou"

Helookedatme.

Kau:"HaveyoucriedinfrontofUnathi?"

Me,:"Icriedariveronherchest",

Hechuckled.

Me:"Butshedidn'tcare.ShecomfortedmetillI

wasok.Itdoesn'tmakeyouanylessofaman"

Kau:"Mmmh"

Me:"Youwon'tgetyourgunanytimesoon"

Kau:"Ok"

Ipattedhislap.



Me:"Youwillbeabletolivewithitwithtime"

Hewassilent.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Siya:"GooddayMommy"

Sheputsafileonmydesk.

Me:"HeyMrs"

Siya:"howarethings?"

Me:"hectic.Itoldhimthatthebabymightnotbe

his"

Siya:"whywouldyoudothatwhenheislikethis?"

Me:"itwaseatingmeup."

Siya:"and?"

Me:"heunderstandsandwon'tleaveme"

Siya:"Ihopehestickstothat"



Me:"Yes."

Siya:"Ihavegotworktodo."

Me:"ok.Thanksforthefile"

Shestandsupandthereisaknockonthedoor.

Sheopensandlooksatme.

"CanIcomein?"

Siya:"Ithinkyoushouldleave"

Myheartskippedabeat.

"Ijustneedtotalktoher"

Siyalookedatmeandmovedoutofthewayandhe

appeared,Istoodup.

Me:"Lukhanyo"

Lukhanyo:"Sethu"

Me:"pleaseleave"

Lukhanyo:"canwetalk?"

Siya:"Iwillseeyou"

Shewalkedoffclosingthedoor.



Lukhanyo:"baby"

Me:"whatareyouherefor?"

Lukhanyo:"IknowImessedupandIamsorry"

Me:"Sorry?"

Lukhanyo:"BabyIamsorry.Ineedyouback",

Me:"Iamnotgoinganywhere.IamhappywhereI

amatmorethanyouhavegivenmehappiness"

Lukhanyo:"Iwillbuythatjewelleryyoualways

wanted."

Me:"it'snotaboutmaterialsdon'tyougetit!That

jewellerywon'tsoothwhatyoubroke,itwon'tfix

anything.Yesyouusedtobuymegiftsjustto

makeeverythinggobutnotanymore.Idon'twant

anythingtodowithyou.Iamevenquestioningour

engagement.Didyoureallywanttomarrymeor

youwantedtosweepsomethingunder?"

Lukhanyo:"Iamsorrybaby"

Me:"GetoutofmyofficebeforeIcallmyboyfriend

tosortyouout"



Lukhanyo:"Iamnotleavingtillwesortthingsout."

Iclickedmytongueandtookmyphoneandcalled

Kau.

Razor:"Sethu"

Me:",,WhereisKau?"

Razor:"Busy"

Lukhanyostandsup.

Razor:"Somethingwrong?"

Me:"someoneisbotheringme"

Lukhanyo:"Iwillbeback"

Heturnedandwalkedout.

Razor:"whoisit?"

Me:"Myex."

Razor:"Whenareyouknockingoff?",

Me:"Ihaveanhourleft"

Razor,:"okhewillfetchyou"

Me:",ok.Howishe?"



Razor:"fine"

Me:"okthanks.TellhimIlovehim"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"Iwill"

Ihungupandbreathedout.Irubbedmystomach.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Zikhali:"mommy"

Herushedtome.Icaughthim.

Me:"Mybaby.Howwasvisiting?"

Zikhali:"Ihave4gogo'snow"

Me:"Wow"

Khulisiwe:"Theycamehereexcited."

Me:"Iamsuretheyhadagreattime.Whereis

Letho?"



Khulisiwe:",,sheissleeping"

Me:"ohmustbetired"

Zikhali:"UnclewasplayingwithusoutsideMommy

"

Me:"really"

Ntethelelo:"Idon'tlikehimvisiting"

Me:"SeriouslyNtethelelo?"

Ntethelelo:"Iamjustputtingitoutthere"

Me:"goandplay"

Iputhimdownandherushesoff.Thedoorbell

ringsbeforeIcansayanything.AuntyKhulisiwe

wenttoopenandcamebackwiththeSocialworker.

Socialworker:"Hi"

Me:"Howareyou?"

Her:"Iamwellthankyou,youmustbe...."

Me:"AndiswaandmyhusbandNtetheleloKhumalo

"

Her:"wonderful"



Ntethelelo:"mayweallgoandsitdown"

Wewenttothelounge.AuntyKhulisiwebrought

juiceandIthankedher.

Her:"Youaretheonewhofoundthelittlebabyboy

"

Me:"yesandwewouldliketoadopthim."

Her:"Ok,Ijustneedtoknowifyouwillbeableto

takecareofhim,notdrunkparents.Doyouhave

kids?"

Me:"Yestwo"

Socialworker:"Howoldarethey?"

Me:"5,years."

Shenodded.

Socialworker:"doyoubothwork?"

Us:"yeswedo"

Socialworker:"whatareyouMrs?"

Me:'Iamateacherinaprimaryschool."

ShelooksatNtethelelo.



Ntethelelo:"ShareholderofVolkswagenandown3

branchesinSouthAfrica"

Shewritesthatdown.

Socialworker:"nocriminalrecord?"

Weshookourheads..

Socialworker:"canwetouryourhouseforsafety

andassurancethatthebabyisgoingtobetaken

careoffinwonderfulhands."

Me:"sure"

WeallstoodupandIheldNtethelelo'shandaswe

walkedaround.

.

.

.
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*BAHUMI*

Timeflewpastveryquicklyanditwasfourweeks

later.IalwayscheckifLesediisnotviolatedand

nosheisnot.Hecradlesherattimesandthat

stressesmeout.Heisanicemanactuallyandhe

iskeepinghispromises.Wemovedoutofthehotel

andintoacomfortablespace.IamnotBahumi

anymore.IamKandinow,andIamsomeone's

wife,Weareinthesupermarket,it'sverycold

outsideandweareinwarmclothes.Jeans,

poloneck(turtleneck)acoatontopwithboots.I

havechangedmyhair.It'snotnaturalanymorebut

morelikeIwearweavesnowandabitofmakeup

hereandthere.Iampushingthestrollerthat

Lesediisin,heispushingthetrolley.

Him:"what'sleft?"

Ilookinsidethetrolley.

Me:"Milk?"

Him:"WegotbabyMilk"



Me:"No,Milk"

Hechuckles

Him:"ohIsee"

Hereacheshishandbehindmeandtakesthemilk

andputsitinthetrolley.

Him:"Okwecango"

Inoddedandhewenttopay.

Cashier:"IadmireAfricanwomenforhowtheyage.

"

Ilookedatherinherbritishaccent.

Her:"youagesogracefully"

Me:"thankyou"

Shesmiles,heclearedhisthroat.Whenhewas

donewewalkedouttothecarandheloaded

everythinginandIputlesediinherseatandthen

wegotinandhedroveoff.

Him:"Mybrothersadmireyou."

Me:"oh"



Henods.

Me:"WillIgotoschool?"

Him:"youwillhomeschoolifyouwanttostudy"

Me:"Ido"

Him:'Anythingyouwishforishalldo"

Me:"really?"

Henoddedthenlookedatme.

Me:"ok"

Him:"KandiIloveyou"

Iswallowed.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hesmiledandkissedmyhands,hetouchedmy

stomachanditwasgrowing.

Him:"areyoustillfine?"

Me:"yesIam"

Him:"Ihopeit'saboy"

Ismileandtouchit.



Me:"metoo."

IlookbehindmeatLesediandsheseemstobeata

peacefulstare.Wegothomeandwegotout.I

walkedinwithLesediupandputheronherplaying

chairwhilehewalkedinwiththefood.Iturnedthe

heateronasIwasfreezing.Iamnotusedtothis

kindofclimate.Heputseverythingdownand

comestomeandholdsmywaistandkissesmy

neck.

Him:"baby"

Me:"mmmh"

Him:"it'scold"

Me:"theheaterison"

Heturnedmearoundandkissedmeholdingmy

waistthenpickedmeup.Iswearheisonsomepill.

Me:"Ican'tleaveheralone"

Him:"wewilljustopencartoonsandgivehertoys"

Me:"Please"

Hebrushesmycheekandopensthecartoonsand



givesheratoytoplaywithofwhichshecan'thold

properly.Hewalkstothebedroomwithmekissing

me.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Me:"welcomehome"

Ntethelelo:"Finally"

HestopsthecarandIlookathim.

Me:"thankyouMntungwa"

Ntethelelo:"anythingtomakeyouhappy"

Me:"thankyou"

WegotoutofthecarandItookhimintomyarms.

NtethelelotooktheCarchairandwewalkedinside.

"Surprise!"

MyheartalmoststoppedandhecriedabitbutI

calmedhimdown.



Siya:"WelcomeHomeMntungwa"

Me:"Mah"

Shecameforthandwehugged.

Me:"WowyouareherefromKzn"

Her:"Icouldn'tmissmeetingmynewgrandson"

Thatwarmedmyhearthoweveryoneislovinghim.

Me:"thankyou"

Lisa:"heyIamhere"

Me:'TheCapeMaster"

Everyonelaughed.IturnedtoNtetheleloand

huggedhimwhilecrying.

Everyone:"ncooh"

Ntethelelo:"it'sok"

BlessthismanGod.Ihuggedhimtightly.

Ayanda:"Canweparty?"

Siya:"awusemdalanokunkwariza(youaresoold

forpartying)"



Everyonelaughed.Iwipedmytearsandlaughed.

Unami:"What'shisname?"

Me:"Simphiweyinkosi"

Ntethelelo:"NoMbulazi"

Baba:"yes"

Wechuckled.Ihuggedeveryone.Dadtomom.

EveryonewashereandIwashappy.Everythingis

comingtogether.

.

.

*MERCY*

IthasbeenfourweeksandIdon'tfeelwell.Ihave

losthopeinthembeingfound.Iamstandinghere

doingallthatIusuallydoyetitfeelslikeIamnot

here.

Thapelo:"Mercy"

Ilookathim.



Thapelo:"Iamsorry"

Me:"yousorrywon'tbringthembacknow"

Thapelo:"Ididn'tknow,shedidn'ttellme"

Me:"Youare17Thapelo.Youwereolderthanher

and....and"

Isobbedandhehuggedme.

Thapelo:"Iamsorry.Ialsowantthemback."

Me:"theyareGone.Theyaregone."

Thapelo:"Iamsorry."

.

.

*DINA*

Andiswa:"theylooksocute."

Me:"Verymuch.Ican'tgetoverthem"

Siya:"nowIwantababy"

AyandacomesandsitsnexttoherandZamaninext



tome.

Zamani:"howarethey?"

Me:"beingbouncedaround"

Hechuckled.

Andiswa:"soafewmoredaystillweWedyou

guys.Iamsoexcited."

Unami:"metoohey.Somuch"

Siya:"Ayanda"

Ayanda:"whatdidshedrink?"

Andiswa:"Winewithabitofvodka"

Ayanda:"okthat'senough"

Hetakestheglassfromherhands.

Lisa:"shecanholdherselftogether."

Siya:"Iwantababy"

Everyonelaughs.

Ayanda:"wearegonnahaveababy"

Shekisseshislips.



Siya:"Iloveyou"

Ayanda:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

IsmileandlookatZamani.

Zamani:"(whispering)Wantsomething?"

Me:"No"

Andiswa:"Iwantmybabynow"

Everyonelaughedandshestoodupandwentoffin

searchofherson.Ilookedateveryoneandheld

Zamani'shand.Thisissomethingtoenjoy.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Myheartcouldn'tstopbeatingfastashecaressed

mythighabit.IamsureLesediiswondering

whereIamyetsheissilent.Hekissesmy

shoulderandiblinkmyeyesclosedfeelingalump.

Iwon'tgetusedtothis.Ican'tgetusedtoit.

Him:"Areyouhungry?"



MystomachbetraysmeandInod.

Me:"yes"

Him:"letmegomakesomefoodthen"

Inoddedandsatupfromthebedremovingthe

covers.Hewearsboxersandwalksout.Igetoff

thebedandgotothebathroomandtearsstream

downmyeyes.Iopenthewaterandgetin.

EverydayIscrubmyselfbuthisscentseemstobe

stuckonme.Italwaysfillsmynostrilseverywhere

Iam.Thehotwaterdoesn'tdoanything,itburns

mebutdoesn'tremoveanything.Ifillincoldwater

andstarttoscrubashardasIcan.Isitthereand

thereissilentbeforeIbutintotears.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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.

*ANDISWA*

Me:"ohmy,youmadeamess"

Helookedatme.Heissuchaquietbaby.Ilove

himsomuchandGodreallygiftedmewithhim.

Ntethelelo:"Hemadeamess?"

Me:"yes.Canyourunwaterforhim"

Iwipedhim.

Ntethelelo:"maybehehasarunningtummy"

Me:"Iwillgetsomemedicationforhim."

Hecomesandstandsbehindmeandwrapshis

armsaroundme.

Ntethelelo:"itmakesmehappytoseeyouthis

happy"

Me:"Iamhappy"



Ntethelelo:"Iamhappytoo."

Me:"thewatermylove"

Ntethelelo':"oksugarplum."

Me:"arethebagsinthecaralready?"

WearegoingtoUMzimkhuluforDinaandZamani's

traditionalweddingtomorrow.

Ntethelelo:"yes"

Me:"ok,letmebaththisone."

ItookthebabyintomyarmsafterIwasdone

willinghim..

.

*DINA*

Me:"wegoteverything?"

Zamani:"yes"

Me:"Ok"



Ibuckledthekidsupatthebackandclosedthe

door.

Zamani:"CalmdownMrs"

Me:"Idon'tknowmuchaboutyourculture"

Zamani:"wewilljustgowiththeflow"

Me:"ok"

InoddedandwesharedaperkbeforeIgotinthe

car.MyphoneranganditwasAndiswa.

Andiswa:"areyouguysmovingsowecouldmove

aswell?"

Me:"yes"

Andiswa:"okIwilltellNtethelelo.Meetyouhome"

Me:"Thankyou"

Shehungup.Zamaniheldmyhand.

Zamani:"Calmdown.

Me:"Ijusthopeeverythinggoeswell"

Zamani:"itwill"

Inoddedandhestartedthecar.Ibuckledup.I



washappyandexcitedandscaredatthesametime.

.

.

.*ANDISWA*

Letho:"Wheredidthelittlebabycomefrom?"

Ntethelelo:"whereyoucamefrom"

Shenodded.Iopenedapacketofchipsandgaveit

tothem.

Me:"Don'tfeedthebabyanything.Eatthechips"

Zikhali:'Whenwillhegrowup?"

Me;"Inayearstime"

Theyarethechips.Iturnedbacktolookatthem

andIthenlookedatmyselfinthemirrorandfixed

thedoek.

Ntethelelo:"wearestillabitfarfromhome"

Me:"Ineedtoprepare."



Heshookhisheadandfocusedontheroad.I

wrappedmyheadandtookmyphoneandwent

ontoFacebookscrollingthroughmytimeline.

Letho:"Mommythebabyhaswhitestuff"

Iturnedaroundandhepukedthemilk.

Me:"givemethetowel"

ShetakesitoutofthebabybagandIwipedhim.

HelookedatmeandIsmiled.

Letho:"Hedoesn'twanthisfood?"

Me:"it'swhatbabiesdo."

Shenods.Ifinishedwipinghisface.

Mw:"whoisacuteboy?"

Zikhali:"Iam"

Ntethelelo:"Iseejealousy"

Ilaugh.

Me:"youarebothcute"

Isatbackdownandfacedthefrontputtingonmy

seatbelt.



.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Me:"Siyanda!"

Herushedtomefromplayingwiththekids.

Ayanda:"youpackedtoomanybags."

Me:"Iamsorry"

Hehekdmywait.WeallwaitedandNtethelelo

parkedthecarandAndiswagotoutwiththekids.

Siyanda:"Zikhali!"

Herantohiscousinsandwesmiled.Wewerejust

waitingforthelovelycouplethatwecameherefor.

Andiswa:"theyhaven'tarrived?"

Me:"notasyet."

Lisa:'sizesinxanwengempela(wewouldget

thirstyreally)"

Me:"youcansaythatagain"



Ayanda:"youareteachingmywifebadthings"

Me:"youtaughtme"

Lisa:"tellhim"

Andiswa:"Yhocantheycometuu"

Welaughed.

Ma:"nababeza(heretheycome)"

Thecarcame.Weululatedwaitingforittopark.It

waslikeaparade.MoneywasthrownatDinawhile

shegotoutandshesmiledwhileblushingaswell.

Unami:"Kwakuhlekwethu!"

Welaughed.Thenstartedsingingwhiletakingher

insidetotheRondaval.Theyhavetostartthere.We

allstartedthereinformingtheancestorsofthe

eventsthatwillhappentommorow.Itwaspacked

offtheKhumalofamilyasweallsatdown.

Baba:"Goandfetchagoat"

Theboysnodded.

Baba:"Bothofyoukneelherewiththekids"



Theybothdidtakingofftheirshoes.Thegoatwas

broughtinandululatingstarted.Itwastwogoats.

Wesatinsilence.

Baba:"uphiu-(whereis?)"

Asangomawalkedinside.

Baba:"Mfwethu."

Wedon'tknowhim.

Him:"ngekewabatholaabantwanakisskuhlawule

bonkelabafanangodadewenu.Ukuvimbele

isbelethongobauthukuthele(Youwon'tgetkids

untiltheseKhumalomencleanseregardingyour

sister,sheisblockingyourwombbecausesheis

angry)"

IlookedatAyanda.

Mw:"whatdidy'alldo?"

Everyonewasinshock.

Him:"ifyoudon'tdothat.Thingswillgobad

betweenthebothofyou"

Dinacriedandstoodupwalkingout.



Zamani:"Baby!"

Hehandedthebabytomeandrushedoff.We

wereallshocked.

.

.

*DINA*

SoallalongIthoughtIcan'thavekidsonlytofind

outthatit'sbecauseSinaisblockingmesomehow.

Idon'tunderstand.Ifeelconfusedandhurt.

Zamani:"Dina"

Me:"Thisisamess"

Heengulfsmeinahug.

Zamani:"it'sok.Wewillsortitout"

Me:"whyisshepunishingme.?"

Zamani:"Idon'tknowbabybutwewillfixit"

Isniffed.

Me:"ithurts."

Itdoes.ThepainIwentthrough.Shewantsusto



breakupfromthestart.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Me:"Finishyourfoodsoyoucanhaveicecream"

Iwenttoopenthedoor.

Me:"Ma"

IhuggedherandKhensaniwasbehindher.

Khensani:"Iamheretohelpwiththepreparations"

Me:"thankyou.Ihavepreparedyourroomma"

Anele:"Gogo"

Hegotoffthecouchandrantowardsherandshe

huggedhim.

Ma:"howisgogo'schild?"

Anele:"good"

Ma:"whereisLindani?"



Me:"hewentoutabit,hewillbeback"

Ma:"ok"

Khensani:"canwegetthebedroomplease?"

Me:"ohsurecome."

Ihelpedthemwiththebagsandwalkedtothe

bedroom.

.

.

*NTAMBO*

Ihaven'tsmokedinawhile.It'sbeenlongsinceI

relaxedmyselfwithacigarette,IlookatitasItake

apuffandleanbackonthecarandwatchthe

soccerboysplayingatnight.

Razor:"what'sup?"

Itookapuffandlookedathim.

Me:"KhenandIusedtobehappy"

Razor:"whathappened?"

Me:"Myparentsissue.Shewantstogetmarried



oneday"

Razor:"andyoudon't.Haveyoutoldher?"

Me:"yeah.Bits,shesaidshedoesn'tmindusnot

gettingmarriedbutIknowshewantsto"

Razor:"mmmh"

Me:"sheisevenlaughingwhilelookingather

phone.Ithinkshefoundanothermanwhowould

putaringonher"

Razor:"That'stense"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattodo"

Razor:"Don'tlabelallmarriagesbad.Isminebad?

"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"No"

Razor:"Ifyouknowwhatyouwantinyourwoman

andtotreatherrightshewilldothesame.Itwill

work.LookatmeandUnathi"

Itookapuff.



Me:"IhearyouGazi(blood)"

Iletthebreezecalmmeintheprocess.Maybe

Razorisright.

.

.
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SEASONFINALLY

.

*SESETHU*

Me:"istherestillabottleofbottledwater?"

Kau:"thefridge"

Helookedatmeashetookhiscarkeys.Iwentto



thekitchenandtooledbottledwater.Ifelt

nauseated.

Kau:"areyouok?"

Mw:'yesbabyIam."

Kau:'Areyousure?"

Idrankthewaterandwentbacktohim."

Me:"Iamfine.Let'sgo"

Kau:'ifanything..."

Me:"Iamsure"

Henodded.Itookmybagandapron.

Me:"come"

Iwalkedoutofthehousegoingtothecar

.

.

*DINA*

Iwokeuptothesunpenetratingmyeyes.Isaw

Siyamthandaholdingacupofcoffeeandshesat

nexttome.Ididn'tsleepwithZamanithistime.



Siya:"Ibroughtcover"

Me:"thanks"

Itookit.

Siya:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"sadandconfusedandhappy"

Shesmiled.

Siya:"understandable.Putyourhappyemotionfirst.

Youaregettingmarriedtothemanyoulove"

Ismile.

Siya:"everythingwillbefine."

Me:"Ilovemykidssomuch"

Siya:"Iknowthatandseethat.Youarea

wonderfulpersonDina"

Me:"youthink?"

Siya:"IknowsoandZamaniIluckytohaveyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"thankyou.Ineededtohearthat"



Siya:"wegotyouok?"

Inodded.

Siya:"welcometotheKhumaloWivesclub"

Ilaughed.

Me:"isthereevenone?"

Siya:"no.Ijustmadethatup"

Ilaughed.

Siya:"nowputthatsmileon.It'sbeautiful"

Me:"Iwill"

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

TodayisthelobolanegotiationsforMah,Iam

happyforherandhopethateverythinggoeswell.I

wokeupearlyandKhensanijoinedmeearlysowe

canprepareandcookearly.Mahslepthereaswell



intheguestroom.

Me:"don'tmessup"

Razor:"youshouldbetellingNtambothat"

Me:"ItoldKhensanitotellhim"

Heholdsmywaist.

Razor:"thisremindsmeofus"

Ismiledandtouchedhischeek.

Razor:"Iwouldn'tmindgoingthrougheverything

again."

Me:"metoo"

Razor:"(perksmylips)ourlovestoryismy

favourite"

Iblushed.

Me:"lookatyoubeingcheesy"

Razor:"(chuckle)Sowearedoingthis?"

Me:"oksorry.Thisismyfavouriteaswell"

Wesharedakiss.



Me:"IloveyouNgomane"

Razor:"Iloveyoutoo"

Therewasaknockonthedoor.Iwenttoopenand

itwasKhensani.

Khensani:"Sethuishere"

Me:"ohok"

ItooktheapronoffthebedandIwalkedoutofthe

bedroom.

Sesethu:"Imightgetachancetoday"

Welaughed.

Me:"hey"

Wesharedahug.

Kau:"Iwillkillsomeone"

Sesethu:"Iamplayingandyouknowthat"

Ntambo:"Howfararethey?"

Mawalkedin."

Ma:"theyareafewminutesaway"



Henodded.

Ma:"bereasonableplease."

Sesethu:"canIgoanddrinkwater?"

Inodded.

Me:"comethisway"

Kau:"areyouok?"

Sesethu:"Ijustfeelnauseated"

Me:"come."

Itookherhandandwewalkedtothekitchen.She

fainted.

Me:"Sethu!"

Everyonegotinthekitchen.Sheflappedhereyes

openandclosed.

Sethu:"Iamfine"

Kau:"Iamnotrisking.Come"

Hepickedherup.

Me:"becareful"



Theywàlkedout.

Me:"Ihopethebabyisok"

Ma:"shewillbefine.Kau'smotherwentthrough

thesamewithhim"

Me:"oh"

Weheardnoisecomingfromoutside.

Khensani:"theyarehere"

Wemovedtothebedrooms.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Whatamessfromyesterday.Weareleftwith

questionmarks.IwonderwhattheydidtoDina's

sister.

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Igoldtheblanketswhilelookingathimgetting

dressed.Theyardisbuzzingandalready



neighboursarehere.

Ntethelelo:"mmmh?"

Mw:"whathappenedtoDina'ssister?"

Hestopswhatheisdoingthencarrieson.

Ntethelelo:"let'sleaveit"

Me:"Iwon't.It'squestionable"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Heturnedtome.

Ntethelelo:"Shewaskilled"

Me:"bywho?"

Iputmyhandsonmywaist.

Ntethelelo:"youwillhateme"

Me:"Talk"

Ntethelelo:"Zamaniandtheothersgotridofher

body."

Me:"ohmyGodwhat!"



Ntethelelo:"Listen.Itwascomplicated."

Me:"how?!"

Ntethelelo:"ShewasathreattoSiyamthandaand

Ayandasowehavetocut"

Me:"Yho"

Ntethelelo:"Iwasn'teventhere"

Me:"youknewaboutit.Youalldid"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"Whatifshefindsoutandgetsyouallarrested

"

Ntethelelo:"sheknows.Shefoundoutonherown.

"

Me:"let,letmejustgooutandgetsomeair."

Ntethelelo:"ok,IwilltakeSimphiwe"

Me:"Sure"

Ntethelelo:"Kissmeifyoustillloveme"

Me:"youknowIdo"

Ntethelelo:"butkissme"



Isighedandleanedintokisshim.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Iwalkedout.Thisiscloudingmyhead.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Ma:"Ihopethoseboyswon'tmessup"

Me:'Theywon'tmah"

Anele:"Mommy"

Me:"come"

Itookhimandplacedhimonmylap.Helaidhis

headonmychest.

Khensani:"IhopeSethuisfine"

Me:"metoo,Iwillcallherlater"

Ma:"KodwaibhasiLaningaloyamntwana?(What's



withthebadluckwiththatchild.)"

Me:"It'spregnancycomplications."

Khensani:"Shame."

Makeepsonlookingoutofthewindow.

Me:"Youlooklikeateenager."

Khensani:"Yes"

Welaughed.IkissedAnele'sforehead.There

wasaknockonthedooranditopened.Ntambo

walkedinwithRazor.

Ma:"What'swrong?"

Ntambo:'everythingwentok"

Khensani:'youdidn'tgohardonthem"

Ntambo:"whoamI?"

Ma:"Fezile"

IplacedAneleonthebed.

Me:"Let'sgoanddishup"

Khensani:"Ok"



ShestoodupandwecongratulatedMahbeforewe

walkedofftogoanddishup.

.

.

*SESETHU*

"Thereisthelittlebundleofhappiness"

Ismiledwhilelookingatthemonitor.

Kau:"canwetellthegender?"

Dr:"Notyet.Twomonthsthenyouwillknowthe

gender"

Me:"Iamexcited"

Hechuckled.

Kau:"yeah"

Dr:"Everythingseemsok,thebabyisgoodsofar"

Me:"thankyou"



Kau:"Sousbeingintimatedoesn'taffectthebaby?

"

Me:"Kau!"

Dr:"No,youmaycarryon"

Kau:"that'sgoodtohear"

Me:"ohmyGod."

HeremovesthescannerandKauwipesthegeland

helpedmeoutofthebed.

Kau:"Idon'tknowwhatyouseeinamaleGynae"

Me:"Ialwayspreferredoneandbesidesheisold."

Kau:"Iamquestioninghisprofession.Whywantto

workaroundVirginia'sallthetime'

Ilaugh.

Me:"Yhobaby"

Kau:"seriously"

Me:"it'stheloveofthejob"

Kau:"hayi."

Iheldhishandandhegavememybag.Wewentto



theDrandthenafterwewalkedout.

Kau:"Needanything?"

Me:"No"

Kau:"Doeshestillbotheryou?"

Me:"No,afterthatdayhehasnevercameby"

Kau:"tellmeifhecomes.Iwillsorthim."

Me:"Iwilltellyou,weshouldbuyagiftforUnathi's

fatherandFezile'smother."

Kau:"Whatdoyouhaveinmind?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Wewillsee.Maybelikeanice

blanket."

Kau:"anelectricone"

Hisphoneringsandheanswers.

Kau:"Shosho"

Hewassilent.

Kau:"weareonourwaythere.Everythingis

checkedout"

Iopenthecardoor.



Kau:"weareonourway."

Hehungup.

Me:"Unathi?"

Kau:"Everythingwentwell.

Wegotinthecarbeforehedroveoff.

.

.

*THAPELO*

Iwaslayingonmybed.Iamdonewrittingandi

wastalkingtoLee-annonwhatsapp.Shesaid

somethingaboutgoingtostudyandIletherbe.

Sheisingrade10ofcause.Iwentthroughmy

galleryandstumbleduponLesedi'spicturesand

someofmypictureswithBahumi.Imessedup

andshecan'tbefoundbecauseofme.

________



Me:"Humi"

ShelookedupatmeandIwalkedinfurtherintoher

bedroom.Sheclosedherschoolbooks.Isatatthe

edge.

Me:"weneedtotalk"

Bahumi:"Ok"

Shecamecloser.

Me:"Staystill"

Bahumi:"What'swrong?"

Ilookedather.

Me:"Wecan'tdothisanymore"

Bahumi:"whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"Ilikesomeoneelse"

Shekeptquietforamoment.

Bahumi:"Thapelo"

Istoodup.

Me:"Wecan'tdoMercylikethat"



Bahumi:"YoumademeloveyouThapelo"

Me:"Iknow.Iamsorry"

Bahumi:"pleaseleave"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Iwalkedoutofherbedroomandlefthersobbing.

___________

Isighedandlookedatherpicture.

Me:"Iamsorry.

Ibitmybottomlip.Thengroanedthrowingmy

phoneonthepillow.Thengrabbedmybackpack

andwalkedoutofmyroomwithtwoenvelopes.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,16:55] :~Unexpectedly~
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SEASONFINALLY

*BAHUMI*

Me:"can'tIhaveanysocialnetworks.?"

Iactuallywantedtocontactoneofthefamily

members.

Him:"no"

Me:"ok."

Helookedatme.Iusedafakenameandloggedin

onInstagramandsearchedforThapelo.Ifound

himandhisbiobrokeme.Heputher.Ihave

neverbeenputonhisbio.Iswallowedandtried

preventingthetearsandIsawhepostedapicture

ofthemtogether.Notonebutthree.Myheartjust

shattered.Maybehedoesn'tneedus.Maybeit's

besttostayoutoftheirlivesandlethimcarryon

withhis.



Him:"areyouok?"

Idivedtowardshimandhehuggedme.Ijustcried.

Him:"What'swrong?"

Ikeptoncrying.Ifeelsostupidforlovingand

believinghim.

Him:"it'sokUcheishere"

Icarriedoncrying.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Me:"Pleasecanyoupassthatplate"

ShegavemeaplateandIputmyhandsinmy

apronandtookoutmyphoneandanswered.

Me:"BabuNgomane"

Razor:"Ilikethesoundofthat."

Me:"that'swhoyouare"



Razor:"Thepastorisabouttoleave"

Me:"areyousurethereisnorelationbetweenyou

andthepastor?"

Razor:"Ishouldbeaskingyouthat"

Me:"Ok,okIhearyouthen.Iamcoming"

Ihungup.

Me:"Iamgoingoutsideabit."

Khensani:"ok.Iwillpackthedishesaway"

Me:"perfect"

IwalkedoutandwenttowhereRazorisstanding

withthepastorandsoasMamthombeni.The

LobolanegotiationswentverywellandIamhappy

forthem.

Pastor:"'mydaughter"

Me:"Nceku(manofGod)"

Pastor:"Iamabouttodeparture.Thankyoufor

thewonderfulfood"

Ntambo:"thankyouforcoming"



Ma:"yes"

Pastor:"Iamjusthelping.Itwaswonderful."

Razor:"wewillwalkyoutoyourcar"

Me:"yes"

Iwipedmyhandsandrazortookmyhands.They

saidtheirgoodbyesandwewalkedhimout.

Pastor:"thankyou"

Wenoddedandhegotinhiscarandwewatched

himdriveoff.Iturnedtorazor.

Me:"Ihaven'tseenyouallday"

Razor:"Imissedyou"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Razor:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo.

.

.

*DINA*



Andiswa:"Youlookamazing"

Me:"Thankyou"

IwasdressedinmyZulutraditionalattire.My

makeupwasdoneandIwashappythatIwould

finallybeMrsKhumalo,traditionallythenlawfully.

Lisawalkedin.

Lisa:"Oouhmakehimdropsis"

Igiggled.

Me:"Wherearethekids?"

Andiswa:"withtheirgrandmother's."

Lisa:"Howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"Iamsadandhappy.Ican'tbelieveaperson

whohaspassedoncandothat"

Andiswa:"atleastacleansingceremonycanbe

doneforyoutohavekids"

Me:"yeah"

Lisa:"Thenafteryoucanhaveeachotherlike

rabbits."



Me:"Yho"

Welaughed.Weheardsingingfromoutsideandit

waswomenwalkingtowardstheroomIamin.

Me:"Iamnervous"

Andiswa:"Goodluck"

Me:"Thankyou"

Ibreathedoutandplayedwithmyring.Theygotin

andtookmeawaytowhereZamaniandallthe

othersare,Theceremonystarted.Iwasclueless

butwithabitofguidancefromAndiswaand

Siyamthandatheceremonywasdonewellforme,I

wassupposedtomarkmyspearInfrontofZamani

andalsoDanceaswellofwhichIcan'tbutitwas

beautiful.IamnowMrsKhumalotraditionally.

.

.

*MERCY*

"Mercy"

Iturnedaroundandlookedathimandhewalked



closerinholdingtwoenvelopes.

Thapelo:"TheschoolsaidIshouldgivethistoyou"

Hegaveittome.

Me:"whatarethey?"

IputthebookIamreadingdownandsoasmy

glassofwine.Thekidshaven'tarrivedasyetand

theywillarrivewithSandile.Theyaregoingtovisit

theirgrandmother.

Thapelo:"reports"

Ilookedathimandopenedthem.Istartedwithhis

andlookedatit.Hesatnexttome.

Me:",Youdidwell.62%onMaths."

Thapelo:"itwaswhippingme.Iamnotgoodin

maths"

Me:"youcandoMathslitnextyear."

Thapelo:"ok"

Me:"It'swonderful."

Hesmiledlookingatme.



Thapelo:"youknowIloveyouandiamsorry."

Ihuggedhim.

Me:"Iloveyou.Neverdoubtthat.Ok?"

Thapelo:"Ok"

WebrokethehugandItookthesecondoneandit

belongedtoBahumi.Iswallowedandopenedit

andlookedatit,asmileformedonmyfaceand

tearsstreameddownmycheek.Hehuggedme.

Thapelo:"Mercy"

Isniffed.

Me:"shepassed"

Iwipedmytears.

Me:"Shedidn'tdowellineconomicmanagement

science"

Thapelo:"Shewasgonebeforeshecouldwritethat

exam"

Me:"Ohgod.IwishIwasmorevigilantonher."

Thapelo:"Iamsorry"



Me:"it'sok."

Ilookedatherreport.Sheisverysmart.

Me:"Icouldhavedonemore"

.

.

*BAHUMI*

Him:"Shhh"

IlookathimhushingLesedi.

Me:"hereisthemedication"

Him:"sheisheatingup,it'sfever"

Me:"willshebeok?"

Him:"weshewillbe"

Me:"ok"

Ishookthebottleandthenpouredthemedicationin

alittleteaspoon.Ifedherandshekeptoncrying.

AfterIwasdone.Helaidheronhischestand

hushedher.Ilookedatthem.



Him:"Onyemerenwanebeakwa.

Egbemerenwanebeakwa.

Wetauzizawetaose.

Wetangajinkuruofe.

Umunnunuarachaya.

Eh!Eh!amaghimonyeowu.(Whomademybabycry.

Hawkmademybabycry.

Bringleafandpepper.

Bringspoonletmecollectsoup.

Birdshavefinished.

Eh!Eh!Idon'tknow)"

Shecalmeddownwhilehesangthat.

Him:"Nooneishurtingyou"

Ilookedatthem.HelookedatmeandIlooked

away.

.

.



*SESETHU*

Weboughtsomethingbeforegoingback.Iwas

feelingabitok.

Me:"wesuredogetfrightswithhim"

Kau:"yeah"

Heholdsmyhand.

Kau:"Iloveyouok?"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ismiled.Wegotbackatthehouseandgotout.

Therewasacrowdbutitwasdyingdown.We

madeourwayinsideandKhensanirushedtous.

Khensani:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"Iamfeelingwell,ok"

Khensani:"weweresoworried."

Me:"don'tbe."

Unathipeakedherheadfromthekitchen.

Unathi:"Sethuareyouok?"



Me:"Iam."

Unathi:"yourfoodisready"

Kau:"comelet'sgetyoueating."

Wewenttothekitchen.

.

.

*WENDY*

"Angihlanyi,Angihlanyimina(Iamnotcrazy,Iam

notcrazy)"

Isaidpacingupanddown.Igroanedandkicked

thechairandtearsleftmyeyes.

Me:'Razor!"

IopenedthedoorroughlyandIwalkedout.Ifeel

likeIamloosingitandIamblowingupnow.I

walkedthroughtheshackspushingeveryoneone

whowasinmyway.Irandownthemainroad

crying.Theirimageofbeingtogetherwashaunting

me.



Me:"Iamnotcrazy!"

Ikeptonrunning.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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SEASONFINALLY

*KHENSANI*

Ma:"thankyoufortoday"

Me:"youarewelcomemah.Iamhappyforyou"

Sheheldmyhands.

Ma:"Canwetalk?"

Inodded,sheledmetothekitchen."

Ma:"howareyouandFezile?"



Me:"wearegood"

Ma:"Really?"

Inodded.

Ma:"Khensani"

Me:'Ma"

Ma:"Icanseeitinyoureyes"

Me:"Ihavetriedandaccepted."

Ma:"ohNkosiyam"

"OhKhen"

Ilookedbehindmah.

Ntambo:"maamIdisturbingsomething?"

Ma:"No,Ijustwantedtothankher"

Ntambo:"ok"

Ma:"IwillgoandlookforAneleinhisroom"

Sheheldmyhandsthenletthe!Gobeforewaking

offsmiling.Ntambostoodinfrontofme.

Ntambo:"areyouok?"



Me:"yes"

Ismiled.Hesighed.

Ntambo:"Khensani"

Me:"mmmh?"

Hesighedagain.

Ntambo:"ItalkedtoSomeoneyesterday."

Inoddedencouraginghimtocarryon.Heheldmy

hands.

Ntambo:"andhemademerealizesomething"

Me:"what?"

Ntambo:"thatnotallmarriagesarelikemymother

andFather's.Hemademeseehowgoodhis

marriageistohimandthatchangedthingsand

perspectivesIhadtowardsmarriage."

Me:"oh"

Ntambo:"RazorandUnathi'smarriageisso

wonderfulandIbelieveourswouldbethesame"

Me:"Huh?"



Ntambo:"Iwouldlivetomarryyouwhenthetime

comes.Wholeheartedly"

Me:"really?"

Ntambo:"really,Iamnotlikemyfather."

Ismiled.

Me:"Iamglad."

Heperkedmylips.

Ntambo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

.

.

*SESETHU*

Itwasgettingdarkbutthewarmairdidn'tchaseus

awayfromtheoutside.Weweresittingattheback

yardwithotherneighbourswhowerestilldrinking.

IfedKausomefoodandhechuckledand

swallowed.

Me:"what?"



Kau:"youarebabyingme"

Me:"isitwrong?"

Kau:"no"

Me:"comeeatup"

Ifedhimagainandateaswell.

Kau:"Iwishmomdiedknowingyouareexpecting"

Me:"Iamsuresheknowsandshelovesyouso

much"

Hesighed.

Me:"Everythingwillbeok"

Kau:"yeah.Withyou,Iamcoping"

Ismiled.

Me:"Iamglad."

Itookanotherspoonfull.

Me:"comeeat"

HechuckledandIfedhim.

.



.

*MERCY*

Sandile:"howareyoufeeling?"

Igotinbedandlaidonhischest.

Me:"Iamjustwonderingiftheyareok,iftheyare

fed,safe?"

Sandile:"Iamsorryfornotfindingthemsooner."

Me:"it'smyfault.Ishouldn'thavelethergo"

Sandile:"noit'snotbabe.Youdidnothingwrong"

Isighed.

Me:"Shepassedsowe'll"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Shehadabrightfutureaheadofher.Now...."

Sandile:"Shhh"

Isobbedonhischest

Sandile:"Iamsorrybaby"



.

.

*DINA*

"Uthandolwaminawe,Olwethusobabili

Umuntuwesithathuakafuneki

Indabazethulezo"

Iranmyfingerthroughhishair.

Me:"youlookhandsome"

Hesmiled.

Zamani:"Youlookbeautiful"

Herperkedmylipsaswemovedtothesoundofthe

music.

Zamani:"YouareofficiallyMrsKhumalo"

Me:"It'ssurreal"

Zamani:"IloveyouDina.Withallthatisinmeand

Ipromisetobeloyal,faithfulandlovingtilldeath

dousapart"

Me:"IloveyoutooZamani,thankyouforloving



me"

Zamani:"Thankyouforchoosingme"

Weshareakissandhearsomeululating.I

wouldn'twantitanyotherway.

.

.

*BAHUMI*

"areyouok?"

IturnaroundandLesediislayingonhischest.Isit

upfromthebed.

Me:"Iamfine"

Him:"yougotmeworried."

Me:"Iamfine"

Isniffed.

Me:"Ijusthaveaheadache"

Him:"Drinksomewater."

Inodded.



Him:"It'sgoingtobeokKandi"

Heisnice,justthewrongage.Ilightlysmiled.

Me:"Howisshe?"

Him:"shehasbeensleepingonmychestforan

hour"

Inodded.

Me:"Iwanttobath"

Ilookedathim.

Him:"youwillfindusinthesamepositiondon't

worry"

Ibreathedoutandnodded.Igotoffthebedand

wenttothebathroom,IopenedtheshowerandI

strippedbeforegettinginsideandIbathedmybody.

Ihadlostthewilltoscrubmybodylikebefore.AllI

knowisthatIamatoyforeveryonetoplaywith.

That'swhatIamdestinedfor.IsliddownandI

criedmyself,tryingtowashthepainawaybutit

keptoncomingstronger.IsobbedlikeIhavenever

sobbedbefore,it'slikeIlostsomeoneclosetomy

heart.



.

.

*MAMTHOMBENI*

Me:"Anele"

Heisstaringatthewall.

Anele:"Ugogouyeza(grannyiscoming)"

Me:"huh?"

Heturnedtomeandhesatdownonthebedandhe

playedwithhistoys.Ijustobservedhim.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Wetookawalktothetuckshopjustforoldtimes

sakeandboughtalolipopbeforewewalkedback.I

heldhishandasheheldmine.

Me:"iamsotiredIneedtorest"

Razor:"Iwillgiveyouamessage"

Wewerereachinghomeandpeoplewerestillthere.



Me:"wearesleepinglatetoday"

Razor:"Iwillremovethem"

Me:"lindani!"

Razor:"what?Youneedtorest"

Me:"thatdoesn'tmeanchasepeopleaway"

Razor:"Mywifeneedssomebeautysleep"

Ilaughedshakingmyheadwhilesuckingmylolipop.

Iheardacrockingsound.

"Kumnandiukubainina,creamandchocolateneh

?(Itsnicetobeyouguys,creamandchocolate)"

Iwasscaredtoturnbutwebothdidanditwas

Wendy.

Razor:"Wendy"

Shewaspointingagunatus.

Wendy:"don'tWendyme,Iamnotfallingfirit

againlikeIfellforyou"

Me:"putthegundown"

Wendy:"eyiVoetsek!Fokofwena!"



Iswallowed.

Wendy:"(teary)IlovedandsupportedyouRazor

andthenyougoandmarryher,treatmelike

nothing!"

Razorsteppedcloser.

Razor:"Givemethegun"

Iwasterrified.Sheshookherhead.

Wendy:"noWendy.Don'tlistentohim"

Isshecrazy.

Me:"Ngomanebecareful"

Razor:"let'stalkWendy,justgivemethegun"

ShepulledthetriggerthreetimesandIscreamed.

Me:"Lindani!"

Hewentdown.

Me:"Baby,babyplease"

Peoplewerenowalarmed.

Wendy:"ohmyGodlookwhatyoumademedo!"



"Shit!"

NtambotookouthisgunasIheldrazor.Sheshot

measwell.IlaidontheroadandallIsawwere

blurryfiguresofpeoplerunningoff.

Me:"lindani"

Iclosedmyeyes.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert75

SEASONFINALLY

[10YEARSLATER]

*MERCY*



Me:"Haiboisanybodyhome!?"

Theyallcamedownthestairs.Yolandawas

carryingherhockeystickandtwobags.Theball

rolledoutofherbaganddownthestairs.

Yolanda:"oops"

Phila:"YoushouldhaveplayedBasketballlikeme"

Yolanda:"ShutupIcanhumiliateyouatschool"

Herolledhiseyes.

Me:"Eyidon'thumiliateyourbrother"

Phila:"pleasetellher.Iamjustajuniorandsheis

abusingherheadgirlstatus"

Yolanda:"Amnot"

Me:"somanybags"

Yolanda:"Books,kit,hockeyequipment"

Me:"ifyoupassmatricthat'sall"

Sandile:"Yourmotherisright"

Hewalkeddownthestairsandwesharedaperk.



Yolanda:"urgh"

Me:"morningbaby"

Phila:"Iguesswedon'texist"

Yolanda:"Right"

Me:"Goeat"

Theywalkedtothekitchen.

Me:"Thapelocalledandsaidtheyhavelandedin

theUK"

Sandile:"Oh,howaretheysettling?"

Me:"better.It'sjustayearthentheycomeback"

Sandile:"right"

TherenevergoesadaywithoutmissingBahumior

lesedi.

Me:"Iwonderiftheyareok"

Sandile:"Babe"

Me:"comeeat"

Itookhislaptopbagandwewalkedtothekitchen.

Ourfamilyhasgrownsomuch.Ismilejustby



lookingatthem.

.

*ANDISWA*

"Shh"

Ifeelsomeonebeingontopofme.Iopenmyeyes

andhesmiles.

Simphiwe:"Sheisawake"

Ntethelelo:"whereishercupcake?"

HetookitandIsatupsmilingandheldhim.

Me:"youareheavy"

Simphiwe:"HappybirthdayMom"

Me:"ohmybabyboy.Thankyou"

Ikisshimalloverhisface.

Simphiwe:"mom,Iam10whatwillBiancasay?"

Ntethelelo:"youhaveagirlfriend?"



Heblushed.

Me:"Dishthemout"

Simphiwe:"WhereisMom'spresentdad?"

Ntethelelo:"wearestillonyou"

Simphiwe:"shejustsitsnexttome"

Ntethelelo:"wewillbuyherchocolatetodayanda

rose"

Simphiwe:"why?"

Me:"yeahwhy?"

Ntethelelo:"mysonhastoshoothisshotbeforeit's

toolate"

Ilaughed.

Me:"ohno"

Simphiwe:ok,letmegoandgetdressedthen"

hekissedmycheekandgotoffthebedandwalked

outofourbedroom.Ntethelelokissedmyforehead

andgavemeagift.

Ntethelelo:"HappybirthdaySugarplum"



Me:"Thankyoubaby"

IopeneditanditwasasetofVolkswagenkeys.

Me:"youdidn'thaveto"

Ntethelelo:"Iwantedto"

Me:"Thankyoubaby"

Iperkedhislips.

Ntethelelo:"yoursonchoseit."

Me:"Hereallyisthebestgiftyouhaveevergivento

me"

Ntethelelo:"metoo"

Ismiled.

.

.

*THAPELO*

IgotaJobintheUKforayear.It'sonlyayear

contractinbuildingadamthere.Iamaland

Surveyorandbestonerecommendedandthat's

whyIamhere.TheweatherhereisnotwhatIam



usedtobackathomebutIwillgetusedtoit.I

wipeherlipsandshesmileslookingatme.

"Whyareyousmiling?"

Me:"Shewasfedbydaddy"

shekissedmycheek.

Lee-ann:"TJdoesn'twanttoeat"

Me:"Iwasthinkingthatweshouldgoandget

groceries"

Lee-ann:"yesbabyweneedthem."

IrecentlygotmarriedtoLee-annlastweek.We

havetwobeautiful2yearoldtwinsofwhichareboy

andgirl. TsogofatsoAndreaandThapeloAndrew.

Theyaremyprideandjoyandmyfamilyseems

complete.

Lee-ann:"wearyourjackets"

IgetthemdressedupandthenItakeTJintomy

armsandwewalkoutlockingtheapartment.

.

.



*BAHUMI*

Itsweirdhowthingsstartedoutandfindhappiness

atthelastplaceexpected.AsIgrewmy

relationshipwithUcheomstarted,thewayheloved

andcaredformykidsliketheywerehisown

softenedme.IknewIwouldnevergobackhome

sowhynotembracethelifeIhavethangiving

myselfaheartache.Ididn'tcheckanyof

Thapelo'ssocialsandtoldmyselftoforgetabout

himandithasbeenworkingquietwellforme.I

studiedandobtainedmydegreeinPoliticsatthe

UniversityofCambridge.Ihavesaidbefore.Those

whohaveknownmeasBahumishediedinSouth

Africa.IamKandiAudeouson,Aged25,mother

of4andhasagreathusband.Ageisjustanumber

,hetreatsmelikeaqueenandalwayskeepshis

promises.Weresidedthisside10yearsagoandI

lovelivingheremorethananything.Mydaughters

havegrownsomuchanditbringsjoystomyheart

toseethemgrowing.Lesedi,sheisquietyetloving



andclosetoUchemorethanme.

Me:"Love"

Uche:"Baby"

Me:"whatdoyouwantmetocooktonight?"

Uche:"anything,Idon'tmind"

Samantha:"Canwehavespaghetti?"

Mysecondborn,babygirl.Thenafteritstheboys.

Uche:"wearegonnabuyareadymadeforyou"

Igiggle.Iknowhowmuchhehatesspaghettibut

onlyeatsittopleasehisprincess.

Me:'Youhear?"

Shenods.Wegettothesupermarketandhe

parksthecarandwegetout.WewalkinsideandI

startwiththefruitandvegetablesandtheydon't

seempleased.Rightafterwegotandgetthemeat

andUchebuyswhattheywant.

"CanIhavethesametypeofmeet?"



Iturnaroundandit'slee-annifIamnotmistaken.

Me:"Lee-ann?"

Shelooksatmethensquintshereyesbeforethey

popout.

Lee-ann:"BahumiohmyGod.Youlookpalebut

amazing"

Me:"UKweather,it'sK...."

"Babehaveyoufoundwhatyouarelookingfor?"

Iwasn'tready.Hehasgrownandtheyhavekids.

HeisevenmarriedbutIpushedeverythingaside.

Lee-ann:"yeslookwhatIfound"

Me:"Ihavetogo.Itwasniceseeingyou"

Thapelo:"Bahumi"

Me:"Thapelo"

"Mommybringthetrolley"

Me:"Bye"

Heheldmyarm.

Thapelo:"WhereisLesedi?"



Me:"Idon'tknow"

Iyankedmyarmandwalkedofftomykids.

SamanthaandLesedilookedatthemandwaved.

Uche:"whatwasthat?"

Me:"It'sthegirlsfather"

Uche:"ShouldIbeworried?"

Me:"no,Iwantnothingtodowithhim.Let'sgo"

"Bahumi"

Henoddedandwewalkedoff,ignoringhim.

Me:"IloveyouUche"

Him:"IloveyoutooKandi"

HekissedmyforeheadandismiledIwouldn'tleta

biggerruinmylifeonceagain.

.

.

*SESETHU*

Dr:"justgivemeonebigpush"



IdidandIheardababycry.Iwastired

Dr:"it'saboy"

Kau:"youdidwellskat"

Ismiledandlookedathim.Iwasfeelingtired.

Me:"Iamtired"

Kau:"rest."

Forthepastfewyearslifehaditsupsanddowns

butwestuckbyeachother.Ourfirstbornchildis

notLukhanyo's.Hecameoutlookinglikekauand

wedidaDNAtestanditcameoutpositive.Aftera

yearwegotmarriedandithasbeenthateversince.

ThisisoursecondbornandIamtirednow.Ican't

anymore,nomorekidstillfurthernotice

.

.

*DINA*

Zamani:"Youwillfall"

Me:"Ijustneedtocleanthatspot"



Hepullsmedown.

Me:"ZamaniIamnotevenshowingbutyouare

fussy"

Zamani:"Ihavetobefussy"

Irolledmyeyes.Hekissedmylips.

Me:"thisisgonnabealongpregnancy.Arethe

kidsatschool?"

Zamani:"Yes"

Me:"andyou?"

Zamani:"Iamleavinginanhour"

Me:"ok"

Ikissedhislips.

Zamani:"aquickone?"

Me:"Suremylove"

HepickedmeupandmovedthechairwhereIwas

cleaningtheglassdoorandthenwalkedupthe

stairs.Igiggled.

Me:"Iloveyou"



Zamani:"Iloveyoutoo"

Wekissed.

.

.

*WENDY*

Icurledmyselfinacorner.Ihavebeenisolated

sinceyesterdayandit'sdrivingmecrazy.

Me:"Iamnotcrazygetmeoutofhere!"

Iwascaughtandwasdiagnosedwithamental

illnessandwassaidtobedangertosociety.I

didn'tgetlockedupinprisonbutinamental

institution.

Me:"getmeoutofhere!!"

Iscreamandhearvoices.Icry.Icrymyself.

.

.



*KHENSANI*

Thecargetsparkedandwelookoutsidethe

windowandwesigh.Ilookatthebackandsmiled

atthesleepingangelinhercarseatthoughshehas

outgrownitbutstilllovesit.

Me:"Comelet'sgo"

HenoddedandIkissedhischeekbeforegettingout.

HetookAsaneleinhisarmsandItookthewhite

lillie'sandIclosedthedoor.Helockedthecarand

wemetMahandUnathi'sfatherwiththekidsas

well.LethowasholdingAnele'shandand

Nkanyeziaswell.NkanyeziisFezileandUnathi's

youngerbrother.Heis9yearsold.Thisisa

miraclebabyifIcouldsayandheisperfectlyfine.

Smartaswellbutquiet.Wewalkinfurtherandwe

stopatourdestination.MahgivesAnelethetwo

rosesandheclearshisthroat.Lethoistryingto

holdherselftoday,shetakesoneaswelland

crouchednexttoherbrother.Aneleissurprising,

athisagehiswisdomisquestionableevenIdon't



havethatwisdom.

Anele:"UnathiNgomane,Adaughter,Asister,A

friend,Amotherandmostofallalovelywife"

Letho:"LindaniNgomane,ASon,Abrother,A

friend,Afatherandmostofallagreathusband,a

hero"

Wechuckledatthelastpartandtheyputtheroses

down.

Me:"Comeherebaby"

Letho:"Iamgoodthistimeaunty"

Iputthelillie'sdownaswellandNtambocrouched

infront.Wesighed,welookedattheirtombstones.

It'sstillfeelsfresh,wewerehappyandthenext

thingwearesad.ItallhappenedUnexpectedly.We

alljuststayinsilence.

Anele:"Happyanniversarymomanddad"

AteardroppedfrommyeyesandIwipeditoff

quickly.Itreallywastheirtime.Razorwasshoton

hisleftsideandthatwasit,Twobulletspenetrated

hisheart.Unathiwastakentothehospitalbutthe



nextdayshedidn'tmakeit.Thoseweretheworst

newswehaveeverheardinourlives,stillare.

.

.

INANUNKNOWNPLACE.

WelookinsidethewaterbeforeIlookathimandhe

holdsmyhand.IwishIcangivethemonelasthug

andtellthemhowmuchIlovethem.

"Thelightisshowing.Wecango"

Weturnandit'smymotherinlaw.Razor'smother,

wecouldn'tgototheothersidebecauseLethowas

stillholdingusbackandnowshehasletgo.

Me:"Iloveyoubabies"

WeturnandIhugrazorandheperksmylipsbefore

Ismile.

Razor:"areyouready?"

Inod.Westartwalkingtowardsthelight.Iwillbe

agoodangelintheirlives.ThatIpromise.Iam



UnathiNgomane,Iwillalwaysloveandbemarried

tomyhusband.Evendeathcouldn'tdousapart.I

believeourpurposeisfulfiledyetitwastooearlyto

leaveearthbutwecan'tquestion.AllIknowisthat

Iwillmeetthemontheotherside.Iwillmeetmy

childaswellontheotherside.

.

.

THEEND


