
Thereisnomewithoutyou

Season1&2

Introduction

Loveisdescribedaseverlasting,patient,slow

toangerandforgiving.Marriedpeoplearesaid

tobeoneflesh,thetwomatesmoveinunison,

theybreathethesameair,singthesamesong

andtherhythmoftheirheartsareinsynchwith

eachother.Butwhathappenswhenloveisno

longerenough?Whathappenswhenthebough

threatenstobreak?Doyouletgoorholdonto

theonepersonoursoulsneed,theoneperson

thatwe'velearnttonotlivewithout.

Him:Iamtalkingtoyou!

Hisdeepvoicesnapsmeoutofmythoughts.



SfisoLephothothemanthathasownedmy

heartfor15years,themanwhotaughtmewhat

loveis,apersonwhotaughtmehowtolove

myself.Ilookathimandbetrayalneverfeltthis

bitter,soheartwrenching,sodevastatingand

myheartisbleedingbecauseneverdidI

imaginethathewoulddestroyuslikethis.

Me:WhatdoyouexpectmetosaySfiso?

Isaywipingmytears.Ihavebeenthroughthe

toughest,scorchingandlifethreateningtrials

inmylifeandneverhadIfeltsuchimmense

painlikeIfeelrightnow.

Him:Areyougivinguponme,onusLindiwe

after15yearsoflove?Areyouthrowinginthe

towelafterallthatwe'vebeenthroughtogether?



Me:Youknowthereisnomewithoutyoubut

myheartcan'thandleitanymoreIcan't.Ireally

can't.I'dhavetolearntolivewithoutyou,Iam

broken.YoubrokemeSfisoyoubrokeuslike

we'venevermattered.

Hefallstohiskneesandgrabsbothmylegs

butIcan'tforgivehim.Iknowhelovesme,I

lovehimasmuchifnotmorebutloveisnot

supposetohurt,it'snotsupposetobe

betraying.Ibreakfreefromhimandrunoutside

tomycar,Istartitanddriveoutofwhatusedto

bemyhome,mysanctuaryanduniverse.

Thisisajourneyabouttwopeoplewho'vegiven

theiralltoeachbutthey'realldoesn'tseemto

beenough,astoryaboutthedifficultiesof

sustainingrelationships,aboutsoulmatesthat



driftapart.Thequestioniscanyoureallyletgo

ofsomeoneyoucan'tlivewithout?

MynameisLindiweLephothoandthisismy

story.

MynameisSfisoLephotoandthisismystory.

Let'skeepsharingmylovies,Iappreciateit

Chapter1

Thelifeofamarriedwomanisnotonethat's

easilylived.Wewanttobeperfectinsomany

people'seyes,ourhusbands,children,parents,

friends,in-laws,employersandGod.There's

onlyoneofyoudividedinsomanyfactions.



Howareyou?Ialwayshaveoneanswerforthat

question“Iamtired”.Iamtiredinthemorning,I

amtiredatnight,IfeeltiredallthetimeandallI

wanttodoisrest,restwithoutfeelingsofguilt.

My4amalarmrangfifteenminutesago,letme

wakeupbeforeitsnoozesbecauseSfisohates

thatalot.Hecamebackfroma14hoursshift

twohoursago.That'showhecticour

professionis,itwasalllovelywhenweboth

plannedonstudyingmedicinebutahousehold

ranbytwodoctorsischaotic.Wehardlyspend

timetogether,whenwearehomeallwewantto

doisrest.

Idressinmygymclothesandprepformy5km

runstartingfirstwithdrinkingwarmlemon

water,itmakessurethatmymetabolismruns

smoothlythroughouttheday.Ittakesme



exactly30minutestoandfro.Thisisoneofthe

thingsIloveaboutlivinginHydeParkmany

peopletakehealthylivingveryseriously.Imeet

upwithmyusual4:30amjoggingsquad:

Jolene,thehousewife,Natethegayguy,and

Pulengthesinglemother.Iamfriendlywithall

ofthembutthey'renotmyfriends.Iampretty

pickywhenitcomestowhoIbefriend,Iam

closedoffsonotmanypeopleenjoymy

companybecauseInevertalkaboutmylife.

Jolene:Where'syoursexyhusband?

Shesayspantingwhenwetakeabreakto

stretchbeforewegoback.

Nate:Iwouldn'tmindeatingthatup.YummyI

tellyou.



Puleng:Makgowaatena,oskaaraba(white

peoplearetooforwarddon'tanswerthem)

Ilaughathercommentandthetwofollowsuit

asiftheycanhearwhatshe'ssaying.

Me:MyhusbandisofflimitsbutIcanborrow

himtoanyonewhocanreachthenextstopfirst.

Isaywhileturningonmyheelsandrunningfor

mylife.Iamnotthequickestofthebunchbut

becauseIsustainmyrunningwithhealthy

eatingIhavestaminaandmybreathing

techniqueisonfire.

Nate:You'resuchacheater!



HescreamsatmeasIpressthecodetomy

gate.

SfisoandImovedtothispartofGautengtwo

yearsago.It'sthebestdecisionwe'veever

madebecauseworkishalfanhourawayand

theneighbourhoodissafe.Therearepolice

patrolseveryhour,theparkandmallsarenear,

ouryardisbigenoughtohostbraaisandour

houseisnottoobigbutjustenoughforusand

atleastthreebedroomstoaccommodate

guests.

Myshiftstartsat7amandit'salready5am.I

quicklytakeashowerandwearmyjeansand

sneakersbecausethey'rethemostcomfortable

foratwelvehourshift.Ihavemyironeduniform

atworksoIgetonwithbreakfast.Iamona



strictnocarbdiet,soIhavetoprepareallmy

mealsathometoavoidthetemptationof

buyingsomethingatthecanteen.Ialsohaveto

preparesomefoodformyhusbandbecause

he'stakingthe12pmshifttoday.

“BabywakeupIamleaving”

HepullsmetothebedandIgroaninfrustration.

IamforeverlatebecauseofSfiso.

Nottosoundbiasedbutmyhusbandisthe

mostbeautifulcreatureIhaveeverseen.He

hasbushyeyebrowsthatalmostfalltohis

perfectlyalignedpointynose,hiseyesarelike

onesdrawnoutofapicture,lipsthatare

mediumthick,pink,alwaysmoistandparted,

makinganOshapewhenclosed.Hisjawlineis

oneofhisbestfeaturesaswellashisneck.



DamnIcan'tstopdroolingeventhoughIknow

he'smine.

“SfisoIhavework”Itrytowiggleoutofhis

embracebuthe'stoostrong.

Him:Iknowbutyourhusbandmissesyou.I

needsomeloveLindiwe.

HeissulkingandIrollmyeyesbecausehe

hasn'tevenopenedhiseyesbuthe'salready

thinkingaboutsex.

Me:Iloveyou.Isn'tthatallthelovingyouneed

plusIamalreadydressed.

HedismisseseverythingIamsayingandstarts



takingoffmyclothes.That'swhat11yearsof

marriagehasamountedto,nomorewooing,no

fussyforeplay,justtwopeoplewholoveeach

otherandhavephysicalneeds.Ilethimhave

hiswaywithme.

He:Myfavouritepartaboutyourbodyisyour

breasts.

Hesaysbitingonmynipples,they'reallswollen,

heknowshowtogetmybodyarousedwithout

somucheffort.

He:Iwantyoutoquit.

Me:WetalkedaboutthisIamnotquitting.



HeslowlyentersmeandItuckdeeponthe

sheetswithmynails.

He:Iwantyouhomeallthetime.

Me:That'snotfa…Ahh!

Hemovescontinuously,andjustwhenIreach

myorgasmhepullsout,jerkshimselfand

dischargeshissemenallovermythighs.He

jumpsfromthebedtothebathroomandcomes

withawarmclothtocleanmeup.Hethrowsit

onthefloorandcomesbacktothebed.He

pullsmetohischestandnomatterhowmany

timeshedoesthisInevergetusedtothe

feelingofcheapnessandlackofaffection

accompaniedbythat.



Me:Doyouevencareabouthowthatmakes

mefeel?

He:ProbablythesamewayIfeelwiththatthing

onyourarm.

He'sreferringtotheimplantcontraceptiveI

have.It'sfor5yearsandheonlyfoundout

aboutit4monthsago.Herefusestoreleasein

mebecauseit'snotworthwastinghissperm.

Me:Wetalkedaboutthatalso.

He:NobabyyoutalkedandIlistened.That's

howourrelationshipwork.Iamalwaystheone

compromising.Youdon'tlistentome,youdon't

respectmeormyfeelingsforthatmatter.



Me:YouknowIrespectyou.Yes,Idogetabit

carriedawaybutIhonestlyvalueyouropinion

butnaweSfiso.Ilovemyjobandyouknowthat,

soyoucan'texpectmetoquit,andchildren

SfisoyouknowIamnotyetready.

Him:WhenwillyoubereadyLynn?Iamnot

gettinganyyounger.Wetalkedaboutatleast

fivekids,havingabigfamilybutclearlythat

didn'tmeananythingtoyou.What'swrong,amI

notgoodenoughforyou?Doyouevenstillwant

tobemarriedtome?Ijustdon'tgetit.

Woah!Thatescalatedsoquickly.Iamnotgood

atexpressingmyselfandit'ssomethingSfiso

haslearnedtolivewithbutIguesshe'sbeen

toopatientwithme.

Me:YouknowIloveyoumorethanIhaveever



lovedanyoneinmylifebutIamnotreadyto

quitmyjoborhaveababyforthatmatter.Ijust

needyoutobepatientwithme,Iamworkingon

myissuesandIamgoingtogiveyouyourkids

whenIamreadytobeagreatmothertothem,

fornowlet'sfocusonthesonthatwehaveand

workingoncreatinganempireforhim.

He:IamlosingmypatienceLynn.Iammanand

Ihaven'tbeenfeelinglikethataroundthis

house.

Heremovesmybodyfromhischestandlooks

theotherway.Igetoffthebedwithmyhearton

mythroat.Idon'twantkids,Ireallydon't.I

becamepregnantatayoungageandInever

hadanopportunitytoloveandtakecareofSiya

thewayIwantedto.Iwassofocusedon

becomingsuccessfulthatkidswereneverpart



ofmygoal.Myhusbandontheothersideis

crazyaboutkids,everymonthhe'dpurchasea

pregnancytestandtheresultwouldalwaysbe

negative.

Me:Maywenotfightsoearlyinthemorning

Sfisoplease.Imissyoubab’kaSiyabonga.Can

wejustholdaconversationwithoutfighting?

Him:Yousaidyouwererunningsoletmenot

keepyou.

Istruggletoturnhimaroundbuteventuallydo

thengetontopofhimstraddlinghisthighs.

Me:Pleaselookatme.



Heshakeshisheadwithhiseyesclosedand

jawsclenched.

Me:IloveyouandIpromisetomaketimefor

ustotalkbutjustnotnowatleastafterwork.

Whattimedoesyourshiftend?

Him:At8pmbutIamnotcomingbackhome.

Me:Andwhyisthat?

Him:IamhangingoutwithLeboandtheguys

fromwork.Thereisanewclubhewantsusto

checkout.

Me:Wow!Anotherone!It'saThursdayforGod

sake!You'reagrownmarriedman.You'renota



teenageranymoreSfiso.

Him:Youcancomewithme.

Imovefromhimandgathermyclothesfrom

thefloor.

Him:Ofcourseyoucan'tcomewithbecause

youtoobusybuildinganempireforyourghost

children.SometimesIdon'tevenknowwhyItry

withyou.Mxm!

Ifit'sthere'sonethingmyhusbandisgoodatis

throwingpunches,notthephysicalones,no,

thoseonesarequicktoheal,Iamtalkingabout

onesthatattackyouremotionalbeing,thekind

thatleaveyouscarredforalifetime.



Me:WellatleastIamdoingsomethingforthem

unliketheirfatherwhoisbusygallivanting.

GoodthingIhavetheimplantbecauseyou

clearlynotreadytobeafather.

Hepullsmyarmabittoorough.

“Iamstillyourhusbanddamnit,you'llrespect

meLindiweorGodhelpmeIwillnotbeheld

responsibleforwhatIdo.Nxauyadelela!”

Helet'sgoofmyarmandthenproceedstothe

bathroom,shortlyIheartheshowerrunning.I

pullmyselftogetherandwearmyfreshclothes.

Iamnotbigonmakeupbecauseit'sbasically

pointlessformylineofwork.Itakemycarkeys

andentermyMercedes-BenzCLAcoup,withall

thestressinmylifeitremainsmyonepointof

serenityandcomfort.



Sfiso

Ireallylovemywife,Ido.Shecameintomylife

atapointwhenIdidn'tbelievethatloveexisted

andtaughtmehowtolove.Lindiwehasbeen

throughalotwhichmakesherclosedoff,when

wewerestillyoungitwasunderstandablebut

nowthatwe'readults,it'sjustchallengingand

frustrating.

Thefirst5yearswereabliss,Ihaveneverbeen

sohappyinmylife.IfinishedmyPhD2years

earlierthanherbuteventhenthingswerestill

light,fresh,amazing,butterfliesinthestomach

kindofrelationship.Iwouldgotoworkalready

missingherandeverydayIcouldn'twaittogo

backhometobewithher.Graduallythings

begantochange,shewastakingalotofher



timestudyingbutIunderstoodbecauseshe's

alwaysbeenahardworker.

AftershefoundresidencyatStLucia,

everythingslowlystartedchanging.Shewould

takedoubleshifts,nevercooked,neverinthe

moodforsex,our‘us’timewasreplacedby

researchortimeresting.

Wetried,wellItriedmakingababywithherbut

allthistimeshewasusingcontraceptives.I

can'tunderstandhowshecouldnotwantkids,

honestlyIfeellessofaman.Weinitiallytalked

abouthavingatleast5childrenbutwithtime

constraintswesettledonthreekidsincluding

Siya.

That'sanotherissuewefightabout,wehadto

movetoHydeParkbecauseit’snearwerewe



work.TheplanwastotakeSiyawithusbutshe

decidedonherownthatitwillbetoomuch

work.Lindiwedoesn'trespectme,myopinionis

neverimportanttoher.Mysonisnowgrowing

uplivingwithhisgrandmotherinsteadoftwo

parents.Heonlygetstovisitusduringthe

holidays.

Iletthewaterfromtheshowercleansemy

angerandfrustrations.Ijustwanttoquitor

maybegetacleanslate,it'sheavyonmyheart.

Itfeelslikewe'regoingaroundincircles,we're

bothhardheadedandnooneiswillingto

compromise.

Icomeout,drymyselfandIreallydon'tfeellike

sleepinganymore.She'sleftanoteonthe

dresser.



**Pleasedon'tgiveuponme**

Itearthenoteapart,fuckLynn!She'ssousedto

thesetricksandgameswithmyheart.She

wantstoalwayspretendlikeeverythingis

smoothsailing.Ithinkinhermindshethinks

thiswillblowoffbutIamnotbackingdown.I

needhertoacknowledgemyfeelingsinthis

marriage.FranklyIamdonechasingafterher,

sheneedstogrowupandstartactinglikemy

wife.

Igetdressedinmytrackpantsandtopand

walkaroundbarefooted,it'scomfortable

especiallysincewehaveaheatedfloor.Icatch

uponthenewsandwatchsportshighlights

whileeatingthebreakfastLynnprepped.

Myphoneringsandit'sLebohang,mybest



friend.Leboisnotmarriedanddoesn'tplanto

anytimesoon,Iamnotreallyhelpingin

encouraginghimtodoso.

“MrMokoena"

Him:Waqalanoubrawaka.(Don'tstartwith

me).Didyougetthevisa?

Hesayscompressingalaugh.

Me:YouknowthatIdon'tneedthat.Soyeahwe

stillon.ButIamgoingtohavetocrashatyour

place.

Him:Iseverythinggrand?



Me:Yahkesharpjustthenormalmarried

peoplecrapbutnothingIcan'thandle.LookI

needtoprepforworkI'llfetchyouaftermyshift.

Him:It'sgoingtobelitbrawaka!Maybeyou

canevengetsomedistresspussy.

Me:Uyahlanyawena!Mywifeisalotofthings

andthatincludesbeingtheloveofmylifesoI

amnotgoingtocheatonher.

Him:It'snotcheatingifyounotcatchingany

feelingsbruh.

Me:Yahwhatever.Iamnotcheatingonmywife

andifthat'sthereasonwe'regoingoutthen

countmeout.

Him:Don'tbeasissy.Pickmeupat9pm.



Me:Sho,Grand!

Idropthecallandfinishmyfood.Iputonsome

musicwhilstpreppingforwork,it'sfoodforthe

soul,makesmescreammyemotionsout,and

silentlycry.Rihanna–Complicatedcomeson

firstandIputitonrepeat…

You'renoteasytolove

You'renoteasytolove,no

You'renoteasytolove

You'renoteasytolove,no

Whyiseverythingwithyousocomplicated

Whydoyoumakeithardtoloveyou

OhIhateit



'Causeifyoureallywannabealone

Iwillthrowmyhandsup'CausebabyItried

Buteverythingwithyouissocomplicated

Ohwhy

...

Chapter2

Lindiwe

“MorningDrLephoto"

“MorningPalesa,how'smydaystanding?”

Isaywhileglancingatthechartsonthenotice

board.Allourshiftsandthepatientswehaveto

attendtoarealignedonthisnoticeboard.I



havesixpatientsfromyesterdayandtwomore

whocameinthismorning.

Me:Atleastit'snotthatbad.

Her:Youhave8patientsDrLephotohow'sthat

nottoobusy.

Me:ComeonPalesayouknowIwouldn'teven

havetimeforthischitchatifthatwasthecase.

Her:True.WhereisDrHubby?

Me:Restingathome,hehasalatershiftwhydo

youask?

Her:Hee!Hemadesuchanimpression



yesterdaywiththeinterns,theycouldn'tstop

talkingabouthimespeciallytheladies.

Palesaisyourtypicalreceptionist,she'sloud,

lazyandgossips.Sheknowseverythingabout

everyoneinthishospital,whosleepswithwho,

who'snotdoingtheirworketc.

Me:Ohreally!

Her:Yes,apparentlyheremovedatumourfrom

apatientthathasbeentryingtoremoveitin

vainforthepast5years.He'saprointhat

department.

Me:Heistheyoungestchiefneurosurgeonin

Gauteng.



Her:You'resoblessedmoghel:looks,brains

andloyalty.

Me:Iknowhey.Letmegettoit.Haveaniceday

boo.

Her:Enjoy!

Istartinthedoctorsquartersandit'spacked

withinterns,Idon'tknowifthestandardof

medicineisdeterioratingbuttheseinternslack

thefirethatwehadwhenwestarted.Iopenmy

lockerandtakeoutmyuniform.AfterIchange,I

takemynotebookandbeginwithmyrounds.

Mostofmypatientsarenotinabadcondition,

minorburns,stomachulcers,onethatfellfrom

atreeandapregnantwoman.Youcanhearthe



screamingdownthehall,youcan'tmisslabour

pains.

Husband:OhgoodLordthedoctorishere.

Me:MrLekgae,MrsLekgaehowarewetoday?

Him:It'sbaddoctor,thecontractionsare

cominginshortintervals.

Me:Wellthat'sgoodnewsmeansthelittle

champisontheway.

Shamethey'vebeentryingforyearsnowand

aftertakingsomehormonalshotsshefinally

conceived.



Me:MrsLekgae,Ineedyoutoliedownonthe

bed.

Her:Andwhoareyoutotellmewhattodo?

Haveyouevergivenbirthbefore?Haimaan

Thabotellthiswomantogoaway.

Me:UnfortunatelyIamnotgoinganywhere

unlessyounolongerwantthisbaby.

Shejumpsonthebedinlightningspeedandthe

husbandshakeshishead.Icheckherandshe's

9cmdilatedmeaningshe'salmostreadytogo.

Itakeouttheglovesandcallthematrontotake

hertothedeliveryroom.

IletoutahugesighasIsitdownonmydesk.

MyphoneringsjustasIamabouttodozeoff,



it'sLee.

Her:MyfriendIampassingbythe

hospital,comelet'sgotolunch.

Me:HellofriendIamwellthanksandyou.

Her:Haisukangamatheatrics.Iampregnant

andreadytopopanytimesopleasebethuna!

Ilaughatherbecauseshe'sreallybigand

shamemysisterlookslikeshecangivebirth

anytime.

Me:Whydon'tyoucomeupfriend,Ihaveso

manypatients.



Her:IalreadycheckedwithPalesasodon'tyou

daretestme.

Me:Okay!Okay!giveme10minutes.

Lu:Youhavefiveminutes.

Hei!Hisvoiceissoscary,Ijumpup

immediatelyandmakemywaytotheparking

lot.

IrealisewhenIapproachthecarthatIhaveleft

mycarkeysandmywallet,Ionlyhavemy

phonewith.Leeissittingatthebackwith

Luyandaandsomeguycomesouttoopenthe

sideofmycar.



Me:Thankyou!Youdidn'thaveto.

Him:Iknow.

Hesaysbarelylookingatme,hisvoiceis

shallowandcarriesgreatcommand.Igetin

withmykneessuddenlyfeelingweakandmy

heartbeatingveryloudly.

Lee:Imissedyousomuchfriend.

Me:…

IwishIwassittingatthebackbecausethere's

justthisauraaboutthisguy.Icannotlookat

himoranywhereforthatmatter.Hisscentis

distinctive,hehasveinspoppingfromhisarm



thathe'sholdingthesteeringwheelwith,Iraise

upmyeyestofindhimstaringatmesoI

quicklylookdown.

Her:Friendoright?

Me:Yesjustabittired.

Her:AskiesmaanIjustmissyousomuch.

Lu:Shepracticallyforcedtocomewithuseven

thoughIbeggedhernotto.

Her:AaDlaminiIamtiredofsittinginthat

housewaitingforyourdaughtertocome.I

neededtogetoutorIwouldgocrazy.



Lu:IloveyouandIwouldn'twanttobemarried

toacrazyLee,you'realreadyhardtodealwith.

Leestartspunchinghimandthey'reintheirown

miniheaven.Thelovethatthesetwohave

cannotbemissed.

“IamNkosinathi,Lu'scousin"

Hisvoicegivesmegoosebumps.Ilookathim

oncemoreandhereturnsthelookbefore

glancingbackontheroad.Iamsohappywhen

thecarcomestoahaltinfrontoftherestaurant.

Itrytoopenthedoorsbuttheirlocked.

“Mayyoupleaseopenthedoor"



Helooksatmesternlyandintenselybeforehe

pressestheunlockbuttononhissideandI

basicallyflyoutofthecar.

IfeelslikeIhavebeendeprivedofoxygen.I

waitforsomeminutesandLeefinallyemerges

smiling.IlookatNkosiandhehasasmirkon

hisface.Ishakemyheadindisbelief,Ireally

actedlikeafool.Mxm!

Me:HowdoIlook?

Lee:Whydoyouask?

Me:Ifeelreallyflushed.

Lee:Dlaminimagicwilldothattoyou.



Me:Huh!

Ilookatherexpectantly,shepullsthechairsits

downbreathingheavily.Herbellyhasdropped

indicatingthatshemightgivebirthanydaynow.

Waiter:Gooddayladies!Iwillbetheoneatyour

servicetoday,herearethemenus(heplaces

themenuoneachside)MayIgetyouanything

todrinkwhileyoubrowsethrough.

Me:Iwouldlovesomelemonwaterthanks.

Lee:Alargepitchofmangojuicepleaseand

pretzelsticks.



Waiter:Okaywillberightback.

HemovesawayandIraisemyeyebrowather

Lee:Keeng?(What?)

Me:Youjustgoingtoleavemehanging?

Lee:DoyoureallywanttodiscussNkosinathi

Dlamini?

Me:No!Notdiscussjustwanttounderstand

whatyoumeant.Ialmostdiedsittingnextto

thatguyandIatleastdeservetoknowwhat's

upwithhimorthem.

Lee:Idon'tknowhowtoexplainittoyou,it'sa



Dlaminithing.Allthemaleshavean

authoritativeandtensedemeanourthatmake

womenwettheirpanties.

Me:Andyoudon'tfindthatstrange?Whatif

they'reusingmuthi?

Lee:ThenIsayletthemgetmorebecauseI

loveit.

Shesayslaughingandwithzeroworry.Ihave

neverfeltthatkindofenergyaroundmebefore

soIamabitanxious.

Me:Sowhatdoeshedo?

Lee:Who?



Me:Thankyou.

Isaytothewaiterasheplacesthethingswe

ordered.HehasapenonhandandIrealisethat

Ihaven'tevenlookedthroughthemenu.

Lee:Iwillhavealargebeerburgerwithcheese

fries,amilkshakeandbuffalowildwings.

Me:Iwillhaveachickensaladpleaseexclude

thecheeseandsomeonionrings.

Waiter:Thankyou.

Hecollectsthemenusandleaves.

Me:Whatdoeshedo?



Lee:No!He'sofflimits.You'remybestfriend,

andsisterinlawandhe'sLu'slittlebrotherso

pleaseIdon'twantSfisotokillmeforyourdirty

ways.Nope!Countmeout.

Me:Idon'twanttheguy,siesmaan!Iama

happilymarriedwoman.

Her:Areyou?

Shestopseatingandputsonaconcernedlook.

Me:What?

Her:Happilymarried?



Me:YesIam!

Her:YousurebecauseItalkedtoSfisothis

morningandhe'stellingmeadifferentstory.

Me:Oh!that'swhyyouinsistedtocometo

lunchwithme,notbecauseyoumissedmebut

becauseyourbrotheraskedyouto.

Her:Don'traiseyourvoiceatme.

Hervoicealreadysoundslikeshe'sreadytocry.

Me:IamsorrybutyouknowIhateitwhenyou

guysspeakaboutmebehindmyback.

Her:That'snothowitwas.Icalledhimthis



morningandhewascompletelydown.Idon't

understandwhyyou'relettingyourmarriagego

downthedrainjustbecauseyoudon'twantto

compromise.

Me:Ihatediscussingmymarriagebutsincehe

involvedyou.

Itakeadeepbreathinandout.

Me:SfisowantsmetoquitmyjobLeeandyou

knowhowmuchIlovebeingadoctor.Whatwill

Idowithmyselfthewholedaywaitingonhim

tocomeback?Iamnothousewifematerial,no

offence.

Her:NonetakenIenjoybeingahousewife.



Me:Becauseyourhusbandisamillionaireand

youliveinahousethatpracticallyhas

everythingyou'dfindinamall.

Her:Pointtaken,you'renotfinanciallystableto

quityourjob.Butwhataboutchildren?Imean

friendSiyaisturningeleventhisyear.Wouldit

hurtjusttobearhimonemorekid,whilethe

timeallows?

Me:YouknowthekindofupbringingIhad.I

becameamothertoFanawhenIwassixyears

old,Ipracticallyraisedhim.

OurfoodarrivesandthetableisfullwithLee's

food,IfighttheurgetocommentbecauseI

knowshewilldefinitelycryandLuwillbreathe

fire.



Me:Sfisowantskidsjustforthesakeofhaving

them,heknowsnothingaboutraisingachild.

RememberhowIstruggledwithSiya,hehasn't

changedadiaper,helpedmewithbathingor

feedinghim.Hejustwantstobuyexpensive

kid'sclothes,food,takehimoutandgloattohis

friends.Iwastheonewhowasalwaysawake

whenhewasteething,changingdiaperafter

diaperwhenhehaddiarrhoea,runningtoall

doctorsappointmentswhenhewasbusy

enjoyingtimewithLebopartyingoralwaysat

work.Sotoansweryourquestion,Idon'twant

anotherchildyetbecauseIamnotsureifIam

readytoraisethatchildalone.

Her:Can'tyouhireanannytohelp?

Me:Hesayshedoesn'twanthischildrenraised



byastranger.Yourbrotherisimpossiblehe

wantsthingsdonehiswayorthehighway.

Her:AllIamsayingisthinkaboutyourmarriage,

wouldyouratherloseSfisotoanotherwoman

thangivinghimthechildyousayyou're

eventuallygoingtohave?Whypostponeitifyou

candoitnowjustforpeacesake?

Me:Haintombi!IfSfisoisgoingtocheatonme

itwillhappenbabyornot.Whycan'tmylovefor

himbeenough?Achildisnotapet,Ican'tjust

decidetohaveitbecausemyhusbandmight

leaveme.WhatifIhavepost-nataltraumatic

stressdisorderandendupresentingmychild

thewaymymomdidwithme.Iamnotready

Lynn,notmentallyandemotionally.

Her:Thiswholesituationwithyoutwois



depressingme.Ijustloveyoubothsomuch

andyou'vebeentogetherforsolongthatIam

scaredthatthisissuemightendyou.

Me:Itwon'tIpromisetomakeitwork.Andstop

stressingbeforeyourhusbandkillsus.

Her:Hei!Thatoneissocrazyinlovewiththis

child.Iamsureonceshe'sborn,Iamgoingto

beneglected.

WelaughandcontinuecatchingupandIlisten

toherwhineabouthergoodlifeproblems.Iam

sohappytoseehersoglowing,fulloflifeand

genuinelyhappy.

“Mybella"IturnaroundandfindLustaringat

Leewithasmilethatreacheshisears.



Lee:Dlaminiwhattookyousolong?Imissed

you.

Hecomestohersideandpullsherup,theykiss

andforthatmomentit'sliketherestofthe

restaurantdoesnotexist.Iclearmythroat

becauseeveryoneisnoweyeingus.

Lee:Iamsorryfriend.

Shesayspantingandblushinglikecrazy.I

shakemyhead.

Lu:Theeventplannerkeptuswaitingforhalfan

hourqabanga.



Lee:Yho!Iamsorry.Ihopeyouguysdidn'tfire

him.

Lu:Believeme,wewantedtodoitbutweneed

him.DidyouinviteLynn?

Me:Invitemewhere?

Lee:Oh!Iforgot,LuandNkosinathiare

launchinganewrestauranthereinHyde.Two

weeksfromnow,youhavetocomefriend.

Me:Uhmm…Youdoknowthatyou'reduethis

monthright?

Lu:Yho!Finallysomeonewhocantalksome

senseintoher.Shedoesn'twanttolistentome.



SherollshereyesandlooksatLuandthen

backatme.

Lee:That'snotthepoint,areyoucomingornot?

Me:IamIguess.

Lee:Yay!Igettosupportmyhubbywithmy

bestiethere.

Lu:Lynnyou'llridewithNkosinathiandbella

we'llwaitforourdriver.

Lee:WhyarewenotgoingbackwithNkosi?

Lu:Wegotdelayedandhisshiftstartsat2pm.



Lee:Okaybyefriendthankyouformakingtime.

Wehugandbabykiss.Shewhispers“Don't

forgettobreathe"

Me:Hahahayouthinkyou'refunny.

NkosihootsforthelongesttimeandIgo

runningtothecar.Heopensthesideofmy

doorstillinsidethecar.

Me:Thankyou.

Him:Yousaythatalothuh?



Me:Isthatabadthing?

Him:Nopeactuallyit'sararetrait.

Me:Thankyou.

HesmirksandIhavetoremindmyselfto

breathe.Therestofthewaytothehospitalhe

keepsglancingatmethenbackontheroad,at

onepointourhandsmakecontactwhenhe

changesgears.It'sanelectrifyingfeelingI

cannotfathom.Ithinkhefeltittoobecause

sincethathehasn'tlookedmyway.Wearrive

andhejumpsoff,comestomysideandopens

mydoor.

Us:Thankyou!



Me:Hahahayougotme.

Him:It'sagoodtrait!

Hewinksandwalksinthehospital.Ican'tcatch

uptoseeexactlywherehe'sgoing,doeshe

workhere?

Sfiso

Inaturallyoozeconfidencebutbeingthe

youngestchiefneurosurgeonjustelevatesitby

inches.IwalkinthehospitallikeIowntheworld.

Thisismyplatform,IgettobewhateverIwant

tobebecauseeveryonebasicallyworshipsme

here.Ilovetheattentionmaybebecausenoone

evermakesmefeelasneededlikewhenIam

here,thepatients,thestaffandthe



managementlookuptomeforhelp,

mentorshipandmedicaladvice.

“DrLephotocongratulationsforyesterday’s

surgeryeveryonecan'tstopravingabouthow

badassyouwere"

That'sPalesa,thenoisyreceptionist.She's

alwaysflirtingwithmeandshe'snoteveneasy

ontheeyes.

Me:ThankyouPalesa.How'smyschedule

today?

Her:Don'tbesillywhywouldIknowyour

schedule?



Shesayswhilebitingonthetipoftheballpoint.

IgivehermysignaturecharmersmileandI

swearherblackcheeksturnred.

Backtomyschedule,it'snotthatbad.Ihaveto

performasurgeryonanineyearoldwhohasa

smalltumouronherfrontallobe,ithasn'tfully

developedandIamgladtheparentsdidnot

ignorethesigns.Therestisjustoverseeing

somepatientsthataredueforsurgery

tomorrowandonesoutofdanger.

“Maleage26,black,unresponsivewithgunshot

woundtothehead,bulletseemstostillbe

inside.Weare2kilometresawayfromthe

hospitalweneedurgenthelpwhenweget

there"dispatcher

Me:Whatareyouwaitingfor?Getthenurses



readywiththestretcherweneedtoprepfor

surgery.Shit!Idon'thavetimetochange.

Igrabtheglovesandplasticsurgicalapronand

runtotheentrance.Iamlookingatevery

directionhopingtospottheambulanceinstead

Iseemywifecomingoutofaman'scar.She's

laughingandkeepsrubbingherleftarmwhich

iswhatshedoeswhenshe'snervous.With

everythingthathasbeenhappeninginour

marriageIneveractuallythoughtabout

cheating.Hercheatingonme,couldsheeverdo

thattome,tous?Theloudsoundofthe

ambulancesirenpullsmeoutofmythoughts.

Me:Alrightguyslistenuponmycountwemove

himtothebed.One,Two,PULL!

Wepullhimoffthestretcherandintothe



hospitalbed.Weruninandstraighttotheatre,

heislosingsomuchbloodandifthatbulletis

notremovedhe'snotgoingtomakeit.Istrapin

mygearandprepforsurgery,Iamnota

religiouspersonbutIalwayssayaquicksilent

prayerbeforeIstartbecauselifebelongsto

God.

Anhourandahalflater,themanispushedto

intensivecareandthesurgerywentwell.It's

suchthingsthatmakemelovemyjob,forthat

hourGodgivesmeapurposetosavealifethat

belongstohim,togiveafamilyhopeandto

restore,it'samazingstuffItellyou.Imakemy

roundsandthesurgeryofthelittlegirlis

postponedtotomorrowbecauseshestillhas

swellingaroundherbrain.Iamgenuinely

relievedbecauseIhateoperatingwhenmy

heartisthisheavy.Ican’tgetridoftheimageof

mywifeentertainingsomeothermanand



lookingatthemodelofthecar,thatguyis

moneid.

IknowLynn’sshiftendsat8pmsoIclean

myselfupandgotoherofficetogetsome

answersbecauseIfeellikeIamlosingmymind

withalltheseassumptions.

“DrLephoto”Isayleaningagainstthedoor.

Her:DrLephoto

Shesayssmiling.Hersmilewarmsmyheart

andnomatterhowangryIamitbrightensup

myday.Iwalktohertableandshestandsup

andcomestomyside.Wefaceeachotherwith

ourbodiesfewinchesapart.Icanactuallyhear

herheartbeatingfastandbreathingsoheavy.I



lovethatIstillhavethiseffectonher.Ibrush

herlipswithmyrightthumb,shegrabsholdof

itandstartssuckingonit.Hereyesneverleave

mineandIcanhearherhowlunderherbreath.

Me:StopitorIwillfuckyouhereonthistable.

Her:AndIwouldn'tresist.

Me:No!NotatworkassoonasIgetyouat

home.

Her:Doesthismeanyou'renolongergoingout?

Onqueuemyphonerings,Irejectitbutitrings

persistently.



Her:Answer,itmightbeimportant.

Shemovesfrommeandsitsonthecouchnear

thewindow.

Me:Bruh!talkaboutbadtiming,whatdoyou

want?

Him:Isthathowyouspeaktoyourbestfriend

wholovesyoumorethaneverythinginthe

world.

Me:Ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant?)

Him:Iamoutsideattheparkinglot.

Me:What?



Him:ThoughtIwouldsaveyouthetripand

comeherewithanuber.Iamwaitingnextto

yourcar.

Me:Idon'tknockoffuntilthenexthour.

Him:Iwillwaitandkeepmyselfbusy.Don't

worryaboutme,Iamabighandsomeboy.

Me:OkaysharplookIhavetogo.

IdropthecallandLynnisnotevenlookingat

me.Imovetothecouchandpullhertomylap,

she'sresistingbutasalwaysIwin.

Me:Isawyoubeingdroppedoffbysomeguy.



Shelooksupatmewiththosebeautifulsoul

capturingeyes.Iexpecttoseepanicbutshe's

justcool.

Her:Lu'scousinNkosinathiorsomething.Ihad

lunchwithLeeandheofferedtodropmeoff

becauseapparentlyheworkshere.

Me:Ohyah!DrDlamini,paediatrics.Ididn't

recognizethecar.

Her:Youknowhim?

Me:Yescoolguy.Iamduetoperforma

craniotomyononeofhispatients.



Her:Ididn'tknowhewasadoctorhere.

Me:Thoughthewasyourboyfriend.

IsaythewordsasquicklyasIcansaythem.

Her:What?

IholdhersternlybecauseIknowshe'sdramatic.

Me:Iwassodysfunctionalthewholeday,

thinkingsomeonemightbereplacingme.

Her:You'vegotnothingtoworryabout.My

heart,bodyandsoulbelongstoyou.



Me:Isthatso?

Her:YesDoctor.

Me:GoodbecauseIamtoocutetogotoprison

formurder.

Her:NoonetokillbabyIamallyours.

Me:That'swhatIlovetohear.

Wekissforthelongesttimewithherlegson

eithersideofmywaist.Icanfeelmymember

growingandIamcrazyabouttheeffectshe

hasonmybody.Ipickherupandmakehersit

onthetable.Igettoplaywithherbreastswhile

she'smakinglowlongsoundsinmymouth.I



pullbackandhereyesarestillclosedandshe's

bitingherlowerlip.It'smypagerit'sringing.

Her:Youhavetogo…

She'sswallowinghersalivaandtakingquick

breaths.

Me:Ihavetohaveyou!

Itakeherhandandtraceitonmyhugeerection.

Her:Motivationforyoutocomebackhome

early.

Me:Iamdefinitelycomingback.



Her:Goodnowgo!

IsuckonherlipsonemoretimeandIswearI

feellikecancellingonLeboandtakingmywife

homebutthatidiotisalreadyhere.Igivehera

warm,longandaffectionatehug,grabherass

andthenleavewithherbasicallypushingme

out.That'sanotherthingIloveaboutLynn,she

understandstheimperativenessoftheworkwe

do,wesavelivesandlivesmatterbefore

anythingelse.

Iamliterallyrunningtothereceptionistthinking

thattheremaybeanemergencybutIfindLebo

withapinkorredorgreenPalesa.Iamsureher

tummyispainfulfromallthelaughingandLebo

isnoteventhatfunny.



Me:YouknowIranherethinkingthatsomeone

wasdying.

Him:Iamdyingfromboredomsopleasesave

meDrLephotoplease!

He'sbeingmelodramaticandIjustraisemy

handsindefeat.Lebohangdoesn'ttake

anythingseriousincludinglife.Hedoesn'twork,

helivesoffhissavingsandfather'smoney.He

isverysmartbutnotdriven.IthinkIamstill

friendswithhimbecauseourfriendshipisthe

onlythingheputseffortinconsistently.

Him:Thisbeautifulladytellsmethatyoudon't

haveanypatientslefttosee.

Me:Isthatso?You'regivingemployee



informationnowPalesa?Youdoknowthatthis

isadismissibleoffence.

Her:IamsorryDrLephotohesaidthat…

Him:Dudecutthegirlsomeslag,youknowI

amirresistible.

Me:Mxmletmefetchmythings.

Him:Noneed!

Hesaysholdingmybagandcarkeysinhis

hands.

Me:You'resomethingelse.



Him:Iknow!Looktakeoffthoseplasticthings

andyou'llfindmeinthecar.

Ijustshakemyheadandstartrippingthem

apartandputtingtheminthebin.Iusethe

basinnexttothereceptiontowashmyhands

andfixmyface.IlookinthemirrorandIlook

tired.AfewslapsandIamawake.

Iwalktothecarinhighspirits.Ilovethe

atmosphereofGautengatnight.Thecoldair

breeze,carsdrivingby,thelightsofthetall

buildings,peoplewalkingupanddown,the

soundofpolicesirens…it'sexciting,makesme

feelyoungandcarefree.

Iopenthepassengerdoorbecausethis

douchebagissittingonthedriver'sseat.

There'sanawfulrosycheapperfumesmell

whenIenterandIspotthreegirlsattheback



seat,twoblackandonewhite.

Me:Whatfuckeryisthis?

Him:Pleasenoswearingtherearekidsinthe

car.

Me:Don'tbullshitme.

Him:Girlsthisis…

Them:DrLephotoyoungestchiefneurosurgeon

inGauteng.

Me:Interns?Reallybruh!



Him:Girlsjustwanttohavefun.

Me:Fuckenincredible!

Ipunchthecabinwithsomuchforce,thegirls

scream.AtthispointIcan'twaittogoback

homeandsleepnexttomywife.

Chapter3

Sfiso

We'vebeendrivingforthepasthourIthinkwe

aresomewhereinSoweto.Wearelisteningto

Sjavaandeverysongthatcomesonreminds

meofLynn.Tonightisabitdifferentfromthe

nightsIhavespentoutwithLebo,Ihavean

unsettlingfeeling,likealotisgoingtochange

aftertonight.Iknowyoumightbethinkingwhy



don'tIjustgohomebutyouwouldn't

understandtherelationshipIhavewithLebo,

hisfamilylovedandsupportedmewhenmy

familywasn'ttheresoIfeellikeIowehimthe

samesupportbecausehe'sgoingthrough

somedifficulttimes.

Wearriveandafterfewminutesoftryingtofind

parkingwefinallygetin.Theplaceispacked

thatyouliterallyhavetosqueezeyourselfin

betweenotherpeopletogetthrough.

Lebo:ShoBrazo!

Theydothislongweirdhandshakeand

shoulderhug.

Lebo:ThisismybrothertheoneIwastelling



youabout.ThisisBenbutwecallhimBravo,

he'smycousin.

Me:ShoBravo,Sfiso.

Him:SfisoorSpilo?

Me:Idon'tgobythatnameanymore,it'sSfiso.

Lebo:He’sgettingold.Isourspotready?

Him:IsmynameBravo?

Theylaughandheleadsthewaytothiscorner

booth.There'sanLshapedcouchandatablein

themiddlethat'salreadyfullwithallkindsof

alcoholicbeverages.Lebositsinbetween



MelissaandThembiwhiletheotheronewith

theweirdnameislookingreallylost,youcan

tellthatshe'snotusedtothisscene.

Me:Takethisitwillhelpyourelax.

Ihandherashotofvodka,Iamnotmuchofa

drinkerbecauseIhavetoalwayslookoutfor

Leboorhavetogotoworkthefollowingday

andIhatethehangover.

Her:Idon'tdrinkthankyou.

Me:Youhaveanaccent.

Her:Ido?



Inodandshesmiles.Hersmileisinnocentand

genuine.

Me:What'syournameagain?

Her:InesNaime.

Me:Huh?

Shelaughs.

Her:Igetthatalotit'sPortuguese.Iamfrom

Mozambiquecamehereonastudyvisa.Iam

currentlydoingmythirdyearatMedunsa.

Me:Nice,areyoualsoaninternatStLucia?



Her:Yes,greathospitalwithalotofskilledand

dedicateddoctors.

Me:True.

Ourconversationflowsuntilanalreadydrunk

Lebointerruptsus,heaskstospeaktome

outside.

Me:What'sup?

Ihavebothmyhandsineithersideofmy

pockets.Thisdayisparticularlycoldthanother

days.Thecoldbreezeisthekindthatmakes

yourcheeksfeelnumb.

Him:Thegirlswanttocontinuewiththefunat



myplace.Soareyouscoringwiththeweirdone?

Me:YoudoknowIhaveawifeathome?

Him:LookmanIwanttoberealwithyou.

He'sdefinitelydrunkwhenhestartsofferingme

histwocents.

Him:IknowyouloveLynnandit'sobviousthat

shelovesyoutoobutyouguyshavelostthe

spark.You'renolongerfeelingeachotherbruh,

thatthingyouusedshareit'squicklyfading.I

don'tevenknowhowyougothere,youusedto

beSpilomfethu,fearless,makingwomengo

weakontheirknees,playedthegamebut

you'vebecomereallyweakdude,you'reclingy

andyoubegthatgirllikeyouwouldn'tlive



withouther.StopthisSfiso,Lynnisbeing

selfish,disrespectfulandunaffectionate

becausesheknowsthatyouwillalwaysbe

thereevenwhenshetreatsyoulikeshit.

Me:You'reclearlydrunk.Come,let'sgo!I'lldrop

youoffthengobacktomywife.

Him:ThinkaboutwhatIsaidman,IknowIam

fullofshitbutIloveyouandIhopeyouknow

whentogiveup.

Me:Okaycoolman,IhearyouandIloveyou

too.IamnotgoingbackintheresoI'llwaitfor

youhere.

HegoesbackinsidewhileIfetchthecar.Ipark

outsidetheentranceandwaitforthemtocome



out.TherearecarshootingbehindmeandIam

gettingfrustratedmyself.Theypitchupwith

Lebosandwichedbetweenthetwogirls.They

sitatthebackandInestakesthefront.She

strapsinandwefinallygetoutofthere.She's

onherphonetheentirewaytoLebo’scrib.

Him:Yourarenotcomingin?

Me:No!mfethuIpromisedLynnIwillcome

back.

Him:Comeonmanshe'sprobablyasleepby

now.

He'srightbecausethetimeis1ambutit

doesn'tmatter.Idon'ttrustmyselfrightnow

andIdon'twanttodoanythingstupid.



Me:Iamoutman,mywifesaysImustcome

back,Icomeback.

Hethrowshishandsintheairandwefistbump.

We'reallstandingoutsidehisapartmentand

thegirlsaretalkingamongstthemselves.Itake

thistimetolookatthisInesgirlclearly.She's

reallybeautifulwithshortstyledhair,she's

reallygoodatthismakeupthingbecauseshe

lookslikeshe'samodel,she'smediumheight

andbody,withacaramelflawlessskin.Eishlet

mestopdrooling.ShecatwalksmywayandI

struggletosuppressmyanticipationofwhat

shehastosay.

Her:HeySfisoright?



Me:YesInesa.

Her:Ineswithoutthea.

Me:Iamsorry.

Her:NobiggybutIknowawayyoucanmake

upforthat.

IswearIfeellikeIamsweatingabit.

Her:RelaxIamnotthateasy.Iwantarideto

theHeightscanyoudothat?

Me:Yahit'sonthewayhomeanyway.Areyou

leavingthembehind?



Ipointtothegirlswithmyheadandtheyseem

tonotcarethatmuch.

Her:TheybothwantatasteofyourfriendsoI

don'tthinktheywillmind.Let'sleavebefore

theynoticeme.

Sherunstotheothersideandjumpsinthecar,

Ialsodothesameanddriveaway.

Me:Yourfriendsaresomethingelsehuh!

Her:They'renotmyfriends,justpeopleIgoto

schoolwith.Thosegirlsaremessedupthey

don'tfitthecriteriaforbeingfriendswithme.



Me:Ohsothere'ssomespecialtestthatpeople

youregardasfriendsshouldpass?

Her:It'snotatestit'sacriteria.Thereisa

certainmoralcriteria,intellectuallevelandthe

waytheycarrythemselvesetc.

Me:Sowhataboutme?

Her:Mhh?

Me:DoIfityourcriteria?

Her:Depends

Shecompletelyturnstomyside.She'staken

offherhighheelsandshe'sbarefoot.



Me:On?

Her:Doyouwanttobemyfriend?

Me:Youlooklikegreatcompany,you're

beautifulandsmart.

Her:Isthatso?

Me:Thelistisprettylongbutthosethreeare

mostevident.

Her:IamflatteredMrLephotobutIdon'tthink

youandIcanbefriends.You'reaflirtandyou're

married,that'snotagoodsign.



Me:WhosaidthatIwasflirtingwithyou?

Her:Mhhhokay.

Sheturnsbacktotheroadandputsonher

headsets.Ishakemyheadandfocusonthe

road.Iamcurioustofindoutmoreaboutthis

girl,shelookslikeshehasmanylayersthatI

wanttopick.

Her:Turnroundhereandtakethefirstleft,the

thirdcomplexonyourright.

Ifollowherdirectionsandtheylandmeoutside

thisbeautifulsuburbancomplex.Sheopensher

doorandIalsostepoutsidethecar.Ileanon

thecarandwestandfacingeachother,Iama

bittallerthanher.



Me:Youlivealone?

Her:Iwish!Ilivewithmycousinalsofrom

Mozambique,she'sstudyingEngineeringatTUT.

Ourparentspracticallyforcedustolive

together.

Me:Isn'tthatsortofgoodthoughyouhave

supportallthetimefromsomeonewho

genuinelylovesyouanddoesn'tpretendtobe

somethingtheirnot.

Her:Iguessso.

Shekeepsrubbingherarms.



Her:Thankyoufortheride,letmegoinbeforeI

freezetodeath.

Iopenthecarandtakeoutmyhoodie.

Me:Wearthis.It'smyfavourite.

Her:Thankyouit'sverywarmandsmells

amazing.

Me:Ismellamazingtoo.

Her:Iwouldn'tknow.

Me:AreyouflirtingwithmeMsNaime?



Shelooksdownblushing,myownheartis

racingoutofmychestprobablybecauseIknow

thatthisiswronginalllevelspossible.

Me:Comehere.

Ipullherintomyarmsandkissthelivingoutof

here.Herlipsaresoft,herhandsareallovermy

bodyandminearoundherwaist.Shestraddles

herlegsaroundmywaistandmybodygees

intoacompletefrenzy.Weloseourselvesin

thatmoment.Iputmyhandsunderherdenim

shortandshepullsout.

Me:Iamsorry.

Her:It'sokay.Thankyoufortheride.



She’soutbreathandhercheeksarepink.She

turnstoleavebutIpullherhand.

Me:WhenamIgoingtoseeyouagain?

Her:Sfisoyou'remarried.

Me:IknowbutIwanttospendtimewithyou,

innocenttimejusttogettoknowyoubetter.

She'sreluctantforaminutebuteventuallytakes

myphonepunchesinhernumberandbuzzes

herselfthenreturnsitbacktome.

Me:Goodnight.

Ihugheronelasttimeandshewhispersinmy



ear

“Ihopeyouknowwhatyou'redoing"shebitesit

andthenwigglesoutofmyarmsandruns

towardsthegate.

It's2:30amwhenIparkmycarinthegarage.I

takeahugebreathinandout.Therewasatime

whencominghomewaspurebliss,heavenand

calmingbutnowit'slikethere'saheavycloud

thatjustweighsmedown.Iamalwayswalking

oneggshellstryingtoavoidaquarrelor

tension.IthinkwitheverythingLebosaidit

mademeaskmyselfifIamtrulyhappywith

Lynn,withmylifeandeverything.OrmaybeI

amjustinlovewiththeideaoflovingmyhigh

schoolsweetheartandlivinghappilyeverafter

withmysoulmate.



IchangeoutofmyclothesandIamleftwithmy

boxersandvest.Lynnisnotadeepsleeperso

immediatelywhenIjumpinthebedsheopens

hereyes.

Me:DidIwakeyouup?

Her:No!Imissyou.

Ipullheruptomychestandholdherasclose

asIcan.

Me:Iamhere.

Her:Yousmellofwomanperfume.

Itenseupimmediately.LynnandIhavealotof



issuesbutwe'vetriedtomaintainsome

honestyinourrelationship.

Her:ShouldIbeworried?

Me:No!

ThereIjustopenedacanofliesintomy

marriage.

Me:Iloveyou.

Her:Iloveyoutoo.

Me:Let'ssleep.



Sheturnsandwespoon.Althoughshe'sinmy

armsIamnotfeelingthewarmth,Iguessuntil

nowIhaverefusedtorealisethatsomethingis

reallyamissIthismarriage,we'reslowlyrotting

away…

Tobecontinued...

Sorryforthedelay

Chapter4

Lindiwe

“You'regettingoldDrLephoto”

IhavemyhandsrestedonmykneesasItryto

catchmybreath.Wewerehavingamarathon



andIbeathim.Sfisohasbeenreallyconcerned

abouthisshapesincethepasttwoweeks.He

hasbeeneatingwell,joggingwithmeinthe

morning,he'salwaysinagoodmood,thereisn't

muchtensioninthehouseanymoreanditfeels

likemyhusbandisback.

Him:YoudoknowIletyouwinright?

Me:Hahaha!Don'tbeasoreloserdude.

Him:Ohwebeingpersonalnow?

HescoopsmeoverhisshoulderbeforeIcan

evenanswer.Iamscreamingashepunches

thecodeandherunswithmeintothehouse

andstraighttotheshower.



Me:Sfisoinourclothes.

Him:Stopstressingandenjoythismomentwith

yourhusband.

Helowershisheadandwekisswiththewater

fallingonus.Thekissishungry,passionateand

thewaterexaggeratesthechemistrybetween

us.Soonwe'releftwithnoclothingandheison

hiskneeandmyonelegonhisneck,heis

eatingmeuplikeIamhislastsupper.The

soundsthatarecomingfrommymouthare

unknowntome,Ifeellikescreaming,then

cryingandsingingatthesametime.Ihavean

orgasmlikeIhaven'thadinalongtime.He

comesupprettypleasedwithhimself.

Him:Imissedthat.



Me:What?

Him:Havingyouallvulnerableandputty.You

havingzerocontrolandallowingmetobe

spontaneous.

Me:ButIstillwantmore.

Ibitemylowerlipandturnawayfromhim

pushingmybuttagainsthismember.Hetucks

intwofingersatonceinmeandIridethem

slow,upanddownandincircles.Hetakes

themout,pushesmyupperbodyforwardsuch

thatIamabitbent,theninonestrongthrusthe

ramsintome.Ilosemybreathabitbutdamn

it'srightwhereIwanttobe,acloudabovenine.



Him:DamnLynn!Fuckbaby,you'refucking

delicious.

Me:GofasterbabyIamalmostclose.

Him:ShitloveIcanfeelitcoming.

IamabouttocumandIamhopingthathe

doesn'twithdraw.AndGodwillingheshootsup

allhissemenintomeandthatslipperywetness

whichisdisgustingtomostisthebestgiftever

tome.Itmeansthatmyhusbandiscoming

back.

Him:Letmecleanyouup.

Hetakesaspongeandshowergelandstarts



scrubbingmeslowly.Helooksreallyemotional

andIamwonderingwhy.

Me:We'regoingtobeokay.IloveyouandI

promisetotryhard.Iamtakingouttheimplant

endofthismonthIhavealreadymadethe

appointment.

Heholdsmeclosetohischest,andwestandin

thatpositionforalongtime.Mytearshave

joinedthepartyandIthinkhe'salsocrying.

Him:We'regoingtogetsick.

Thewaterhasturnedcold,that'showlong

we'vebeeninhere,juststandingtherehugging

eachotherandlettingourhearts,bodiesand

soultocommunicateandreconnect.Hetakesa



towelandwedryourselves.Themoodhas

changeddramaticallyandmyheartfeelsheavy

forsomereason.Ihaveafeelingdeepdown

thatsomethingverybadwillhappen.Astormis

comingandIwonderifourmarriagewillmake

itthroughit.

Me:Stillremembertodayisthatrestaurant

openingthingforLu?

IamsorelievedthatIamonlydoinga6hour

shiftmeaningIwillbehomeby2pmgivingme

plentyoftimetochangeandfullyprepare.

AccordingtoLynnIshouldn'tbetoo

overdressedbecauseIwillupstageher,which

isalsoadvantageoustomebecauseIloveto

dresscomfortable.

Him:Ohthat!You'rereallygoing?



Me:Yes.

He:Didn'tthinkyouwouldgo.

Me:Imissbeingoutdoorsandjustrelaxing.I

amjustsadyoucan'tcomewith.

Him:IamalsobummedbutatthesametimeI

amhappythatyou'regoingoutthereandhaving

somefunandnotalwaysbeingstuckinthe

house.

Heisworkinga12hourshiftmeaninghecan

onlybehomeby11pmwhichisalreadylatefor

himtocome.



Him:IloveyouandIknowthatIhaven'tbeen

playingtheroleofhusbandbutit'sgoingtoget

better.Iamworkingonmyselfandgettingback

tothepersonIwas.

Me:Itmeanssomuchtometohearyousay

that.Iloveyouandwe'restrongsonostorm

canwitherus.

Him:Youpromise?Thatevenifthegoinggets

toughyoupromisetostaywithme?

Me:YesIpromise.

WekissforashortwhilethenIstartgetting

readyforworkwhileheprepareslunchforme

whichissuperweirdbecauseheisn'tthe

domestictype.Iquicklyruntothekitchen

becauseasusualIamlate.Itakethelunchbox



andanapplewithabottleofwater.

Me:Thankyousomuchlove,didItellyouhow

muchIappreciateyou?

Him:Ifallmenknewthatthesecretingredient

isfood.Giveherfoodandshe'syoursforever!

Me:Hahahaandyougoaheadandruinthe

moment.Iamlate,we'llseeyouverylate

tonight.

Him:Iwantyoutoletgo,don'tstress,getdrunk,

danceandjustfeelfree.

Ismile,kisshischeekandrushtomycar.I

drivelikecrazyandIamstuckintrafficfor30



minutes.AnhourlaterIamatwork.Thechaos

aroundhereonaFridayisinsane,wegetall

kindsofweird,sadandridiculouscases.Iam

onmyfeetfor4hoursstraightattendingtomy

patientsplusthenewones.

“DrLephotodoyouhaveamoment?”

Ijumpoffmyseat,it'sthehospitaldirector.

Me:YesDrHamidalways,howmayIbeofhelp?

Him:AlwayssowillingIlovethat.That'sthe

kindofspiritweneedforsomeonewhocan

headuptheinternprogram,ifyou'reupforthe

positionwewouldappreciateit.



Me:Internprogram?

Iknowhe'snotactuallyaskingmebuttelling

me.It'satiringjobthatnodoctorwantstodo,

thosestudentsarehardtodealwith.Theylack

passion,dedicationandrespectforthe

profession.

Him:Iknowit'snotthemostfavourable

assignmentbutwe'veexhaustedallour

possiblecandidatesanditalwayscomesback

toyou.Thehospitalandespeciallythe

managementwouldappreciateit,plusyour

patientloadwillbereducedto1isto5.

Iletoutasighbecauseit'snotlikeIhavea

choice,Ipretendtothinkaboutitforafew

seconds.Althoughit'sreallyannoyingtowork

withtheinterns,it'sbeneficialbecausemy



workloadbecomesreduced.

Me:ThepleasurewillbeallmineandIam

thankfulfortheopportunity.

Him:Good.They'rewaitingforyouinthe

boardroom.

Me:Whoiswaiting?

Him:Yourinternsthey'rewaitingforyour

instructionsandleadership.Congratulations!

Yho!IforceasmileandIcan'tbelievethey

alreadyassumedthatIwillagree.Itakemy

phoneandnotebookthenheadtothe

boardroom.Thereare15studentsinthere,all



ofthemshouldbementoredandassignedto

differentdepartments.

Me:GoodmorningeveryoneIamDrLephoto

andIamyoursupervisor.ThatmeansthatIam

theoneassignedtohelpyou,groomyouand

makesurethatyourstayatStLuciahospitalis

comfortablebutmostlyenriching.It'sreallya

privilegetohavealltheseyoung,energeticand

passionateyoungpeoplewhoarewillingto

servethecountrybyhealing.

Theyclaptheirhands.

Me:Iamsorrythatyouarenotyetassignedbut

IhavebeentoldthatDrMngunihadyou

shadowsomeofthedoctorsintheirdifferent

expertisesofortodaywewillfollowthesame

scheduleuntilanotheroneisdrawn.



Theyaresoattentive.Iamstrugglingtoputmy

wordsrightbecauseofthisscentIamcatching

intheroom.Iamtryingtofollowwhereit

comesfrombutIdon'twanttostartsniffing

people.

Me:Thankyou.Youmaydisperseintoyour

designatedmentors,enjoyyourdayandlet's

savelives.

Ireceiveanotherroundofapplause.Idecideto

standatthedoorandgiveeachoneofthema

handshakebecauseIamindetectivemode.

Handshakenumber7,8,9andthen10,that'sit!

That'sthescent,thescentthathasbeen

hauntingmeforthepasttwoweeks.Theone

thatissmearedonallmyhusband'sclothes.



Me:Andyou'refromwhichuniversity?

Her:IamfromMEDUNSA.Uhhmpleaseexcuse

me.

Me:Ididn'tcatchyournameIwouldpersonally

lovetoknowthenameofeveryintern.

She'slookingreallynervous.Idon'tblameher,I

amveryintimidatingwhenIamindetective

mode.IstillhaveherhandinmineandIpullher

insidetheboardroomtoavoidthecolludeinthe

doorway.

Her:InesNaime.

Me:Wow!Suchabeautifulnamewhatdoesit



mean?

Her:It'sPortuguesemeaning‘pure’

Me:It'sreallydistinctivejustlikeyourperfume.

WherecanIgetone?

Her:What?Theperfume?

Me:Yes!MyhusbandhassinusesbutIamsure

he'lllovethisone.

Her:Uhhmyoucan'treallygetithere,mymom

makesitherselfinMozambique.

Me:Wellthat'sunfortunatebutthankyouInès.



Her:Iwilltryandaskhertomakeoneforyou

andIwillpersonallywrapitforyouDrLephoto.

Me:Iwillappreciatethatalotandmyhusband

too,DrSLephotoheadneurosurgeon,doyou

knowhim?

Her:Justhisreputationunfortunatelynot

personallybuthopefullyIwillgetthe

opportunitytoworkwithhim.Uhhmmayyou

pleaseexcuseme.

Shepracticallyrunsfrommeandshelooksa

lotnervouswhichtellsmethatmyinstinctsare

right.Iwalkoutoftherewithmyheartatthepit

ofmystomach.Iftheperfumeisonlymadeat

herhomeitmeansit'sher.She’stheonewho



hasbeenkeepingmyhusbandthishappy,she's

beentheoneholdinghim,OhLordIjusthope

it'sabigcoincidencebecauseIcan'thandlethe

realityofSfisocheatingonme.

Eversincethatdayhecamebackfromtheboys

nightoutwithLebo,he'sbeentakingdouble

shifts,heneverhasoffdays,he'salways

singing,whistling,takescareofwhathewears

andhe'salwaysonhisphone.Thescent!It'sa

dailyreminderthatIhavefailedasawife,it'son

everyitemofclothinghe'swornforthepast

twoweeks.Igaveuponaskingaboutit

becausehe'sbeensomuchofhimself,we

hardlyfightandmostlyIamafraidtohearit.I

amafraidtohearthatIamirreplaceableand

knowinghowhonestSfisois,ifIasktheright

questionIwilldefinitelygettheanswerandI

amnotreadyforthat.



Igobacktomyofficeandpackmythings.Iam

shatteredbeyondmeasureandallIwanttodo

iscrawldownsomewhereandcry.Thereisso

muchIfeellikecryingfor:myhusbandcheating

onme,thefactthatImight'vebeentheonewho

boughtitonmyself,myinabilitytoexpress

feelings,theconstantguardIhaveputup

becauseofthechildhoodIhad,Iwanttocryfor

thefatherwhodoesn'twantme,mysonwho

doesn'tevencallmemom,it'sjustbeenahard

roadtowhereIamtodayandtheonlypersonI

loveandgavemyselftoisatthetipofmy

fingers.

“PalesaIamleavinganebabe,pleasepageone

ofthedoctorsifanyofmypatientsneedhelp”

Her:Butyourshiftisanhourawayfromending,

iseverythingokay?



Me:Yesbabe.Ijustneedtotakecareofsome

things.

Her:okayenjoytherestoftheday.

Ismileatherandgostraighttomycar.The

wholedrivehomeiscloudy,myvisionisblur

fromallthetearsthreateningmyeyes.Assoon

asIgethomeItakeoutmyclothesandgoto

theclosetandcry.Iletitallout,atsomepointI

findmyselfthrowingshoesatthemirrorimage

ofthisbeautiful,intelligentwomanbutwho

can'tsatisfyherhusbandbecauseshedoesn't

wantchildren.Ihavefailed.Ihavefailedasa

mother,asawifeandasawoman.

•

•



•

MyphoneringssoloudIamforcedtostandup

fromthefloortomybag,it'sLee.Imusthave

fallenasleepthereintheclosetbecauseit's

now5pm.

Her:Friendweare20minutesawayIhopeyou

areready.

Me:Eish!Ioverslept.Ithinkyoushouldleave

mebehindandIwillfollowwithmycar.

Her:YoudoknowIamnotfallingforthattrap

again,Iknowyoujustwanttogetyourselfout

ofthisdateandIsayno.Let'sgomfaziyou

have20minutesdon'tmakeuswait.



Me:Hai!Okayletmegettoit.

Ipickmyselfupandtrytofixmymood.Iama

fighterandIhavegreathopethatthisoneshall

passtoo.

Itakeafinallookatmyselfandtoapersonwho

doesn’tknowmysituation,Ilookreallyhappy

andcontent.Iamwearingmywhitecroptop

withbubblemediumlengthsleevewithdenim

jeananddarkbrownwedges.Ichoseasimple

outfitandletmyweaveloosewithnaturalmake

upon.IwalktothegatewhereIfindLualready

parkedoutside.

Lee:Yhomyfriendyou'reflamesyazi.

Me:Thankyoufriend.



Lee:Iambeingtruthful,nowonderSfisoisso

crazyaboutyou.Likereallyfriend:beauty,

brainsandloyal,you'reoneofakind.

Me:Stopit.

ThewholewaythereIaminmyownzone.Itry

nottothinktoomuchaboutthiswholesituation

withInesbecauseIdon'tevenknowwhether

they'redatingormaybethey'rejustfriends.

Honestly,IfeellikeIhavenorighttobemadat

Sfiso,he'samanafterallandifIcan'tsatisfy

hisneedsthenmaybehedeservestogofindit

somewhereelse.

Lee:Lynnwe'rehere.



Isnapoutofitandcheckmysurroundings,the

placelookspackedalready.

Me:Wow!Somanypeople,Iamsureyoumust

beexcited.

Lu:Iam.Imeanweknewthatpeoplewill

respondwellbutwedidn'tanticipatethatthe

placewillbefullybookedforthenext3months.

Me:That'samazing!Congratulations!

Lu:It'sactuallyNkosinathi’sprojectIamjust

thepersonbehindthefinance.Sopleasesave

someofthepraisesforhim.

Me:Willdefinitelydoso.It'sagreat



achievementIamsureeveryoneisproud.

Lee:Thewholefamilywantedtocomebuthe

refusedsayingtheywillputalotofpressureon

him,sothey'reinvitedforanotherday.

Wefindparkingspaceatoneofthereserved

forVIPs.Thisplacewillbringalotofcapital,it's

agreatbusinessidea.

Lu:Comebellaletmehelpyou.

He'shelpsLeeoutofthecar,hebehaveslike

shewillbreak,it'sreallycute.WewalkinandI

takeoffmyhattotheplanner,theplacelooks

exquisite.Therearetablessetfortwo,families

andonesaroundthebar.There'sanopenbar

andaliveDJplatform.It'smorelikea



restaurantandatavernmixedtogether.There's

akasicorner,thathascratesasseatsand

woodentables,ithasarealtownshipvibeanda

moreclassyversionforarealfivestardining.

Lu:Bellawillyoubeokay?IneedtofindNkosi.

Lee:It'sokaybabyIloveyouandstopstressing

aboutme,Lynnishere.

Lu:Ican'tstopstressingbellabecauseyoutwo

aremypriority.

Hekissesherhandandbelly,thenleavesus

withthewaiterthatisdressedinawhiteand

golduniformwritten“Savoy:wheretwoworlds

collide".EverythingwasthoughtoftoaT.We

orderofftheirtraditionalmenuandIgetsome



moguduandLeeordersavarietyofallthe

traditionalmeattheyhave.

“Goodeveningeveryone,thankyouforjoining

usinthisveryspecialday.Adaythatismore

specialtomybrotherMrNkosinathiDlamini,

comehereman!”

It'sLuyandaonthestage,maramyfriend's

husbandisflamesshame,hehasa

commandingandcharmingpersonality.

Lu:We'reveryproudofyoulittlebrother,you

pitchedthisideatometwoyearsagoand

honestlyIthoughtyouweretooambitiousbut

asprovenmanyatimesyoucan'tputaDlamini

down.



Thewholerestaurantgiveshimaroundof

applauseandLumovesawayfromthestage

givingNkositospeak.

Him:Thankyoubrother.Ihopeeveryoneis

havingagoodtime(everyoneclaphands).Iam

humbledandfeelhonouredtohavesomany

peoplewhocameoutheretoshareinmy

dream.ThankyouandpleaseenjoySavoy,the

placewheretwoworldscollide.

Hestepsdownandgoestotheback,probably

topushthestafftodeliveronthefood.

Everythingissoimpressive,andeveryone

seemstobehavingagoodtime.Ourtableisfor

fourpeopleandIamsittingonLee'sleftandLu

onherright.Iamtalkingtoherabouther

scheduleforwhenthebabyarriveswhenshe

suddenlyhasalooklikeshe'sseenaghost.



She'sfacingdirectlyattheentranceandshe

lookspale.

Me:Babewhat'swrong?Areyouinlabouror

something?

Ifeelmyselfbecomepanicked.

Her:IamsorryLynn.

Me:Why?What'swrong?

Iturntothewherehereyesaregluedandthere

ismyhusbandwithhisarmaroundawoman's

waist.Heopensachairforherandhesits

downobliviouswhatIamseeing.Itakeanother

lookatthiswomanandit'sInes.She'swearing



abrasizetopwithvelvetolivegreenhigh-waist

pantsandthornbootheel.Sfisoiswearingan

olivegreenslimsuitwiththornshirtandfirst

twobuttonsnotbuttoned,they'recolour

coordinating.

Her:Iamgoingtheretostopthisnonsense.

Me:StopitLee,you'renotgoinganywhere.

Her:Sfisocan'tdothiscertainlynotwhenIam

watching.

Me:Isaystopplease,lethimbe.Heknows

whathe'sdoingandifit'shershewantsthen

whatcanwedo?Justpleasedon'truinour

nightletitbe.



Her:ButLynn…

Me:Nofriendlookatthem,he'shappylethim

be.

ShegivesmeapitifullookbutIdon'tneedthat

fromherbecauseIalreadyfeelsorryformyself,

IhavetowatchthemanIlovegivehislove

awaytoanotherwoman...

HopeIamforgiven

Chapter5

Sfiso

AfterthenightIspentwithInesIcouldn'tstop



thinkingabouther.Iwassleepingnexttomy

wifebutallIcouldthinkwashowhernaked

skinwouldfeelagainstmine,justthinking

aboutthatwouldgivemeanerection.The

followingdayLynndidn'tevenaskmeaboutthe

perfumeandIwassogratefulbecauseIcan't

lietoher.Icantellliesenoughtogetmetohell

butLynnremainstheonlypersonIcan'tlieto.

ItookashowerinthemorningandIhavenever

beensoexcitedtogotowork,Iarrivedanhour

earlieratwork.

“Aretheinternsallhere?”

IaskPalesawhenIgettothereception

becausesheknowseverythingabouteverything.

Her:DoyoumeanInes?



Me:What?

Her:YouknowIlostallmyrespectforyou,

doingthattoyourwife.Rhaa!Thatwomanis

intelligent,humbleandiscrazyaboutyoubutke

amanwillalwaysbeaman.

Igrabholdofherarmandalmostchokethelife

outofher.

Me:Don'tyoudarespeaklikethatwithme.Iam

yourseniorwenasfebe,youcan'thavemefor

yourselfandnowyou'rebeingbitter.Ifyoueven

breathInesnameinmywife'sdirectionIwillkill

youandeveryonewillthinkit'sanaturaldeath.

Iwinkatherandleaveherlookinglikesomeone



splashedboilingwateronherface.Nxa!Ihate

peoplewholiketoputtheirnosesinmy

business.

Iamsittingonmychairjustrollingaround

tryingtofigureoutexactlywhatamIdoing?Do

Ireallywanttogotherouteofcheating?AmI

readytorisklosingLynnifthiscomesout?

WhatifInesisjustplayingme?ImeanIjust

metherlastnightandshekissedmewhile

knowingthatIammarried.

“StopthisnonsenseSfisothatgirlisbadnews"

Ines:WhatifIamnot?

Ijumpoffthechair,shestartledme.She's

standingatthedoorwithherarmsfoldedand



legscrossed.Shelooksevenmorebeautifulin

hermedicalgear.Iinviteherinandshecat

walksherwaytome,everythingaboutthisgirl

says‘eatme’.Thewayshewalks,thewayshe

twirlshertonguewhensmiling,hereyesare

sensualandinviting.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:Alittlebirdytoldmethatyouwerethinking

aboutme.

Me:Oh,Really!

Her:Yesitsaysyou'rehungryandyou'restrictly

onInesdiet.



Mydickistwitchingandmypredatorinstincts

areonalert.Iwantthisgirlnowandshelooks

ashungryforme.Iwalkfrommytabletoclose

thedoorandlockit,Ipulltheblindersandwe're

completelyshutoutoftheoutsideworld.The

chemistrybetweenusisenoughtosway

mountains,Ihaven'tfeltlikethisinalongtime.I

amalionandIamreadytodevourher.Anhour

laterIhavehadthebestsexIhaven'thadina

longtime.

Her:Wow!Thatwasfuckeninsane.

Me:Ispecialiseininsanelove.

Her:Cockymuch.

Me:Confidentmuch!



Allthefilesonthetableareonthefloor.We

haverearrangedthisroom.She'swildandtimid

atthesametime.Shemakesmefeellikeaman,

Iamincontrolofherbodyandshedoesn't

mindhandingmetheropesandIamsurethat's

justwhatIneedtobouncebacktowhoIused

tobe.

•

•

•

“Ijustmetyourwifenow,thatwomanis

intimidatinghowdoyouhandleher?”

Me:Youwhat?

Iquicklyzipupmytrousersandstartbecoming

tenseandabitscared.Thishasbeenour



routineforthepasttwoweeks,wemeetinmy

officearound11amandfuck.Shesaidshewill

notcatchanyfeelingsbutIcantellthatshe's

becomingattachedbutIdon'tmindbecauseI

enjoybeingneeded.

Her:RelaxIdidn'tgotogloataboutyour

deliciousdick.She'sthenewinternprogramme

directororsomethinglikethat.

Me:Sheis?That'snice!

Her:Youreallyloveherdon'tyou?

Me:Withmyentireheart.She'smygolden

stone.



Her:Andme?

ShesoundssohurtandIamconfusedbecause

it'sbeenliketwoweeksandyeswe'vebeen

hangingoutalotevensleptatherplacea

coupleoftimesbutIdidn'tthinkmuchofit.

Me:ArewegoingtohaveaproblemInes?I

thoughtwetalkedaboutthis.

Imovefrombehindherandtakeoutwipes

frommydrawer,she’soncontraceptivesand

wedidahomeHIVtestsowe'redoingitraw.

Her:Iamsorrybutdoyoublameme?Imean

lookatallofthis.



Shetracesherhandsonmytorso,she'sbiting

onherlowerlipandit'sdamnsexy.

Her:You'rehandsome,sexyandintelligentsoI

amboundtowanttohaveyoualltomyself.

Me:You'resogoodformyegosweets.Let's

cleanyouupandgetbacktowork.Lynnis

goingouttonightsoIcansleepover.

Her:Nocandobabe,Iamgoingtothisnewhot

andhappeningjointwithThembi.

Me:Idon'tlikethatgirl,she'sslutty.Whydon't

youtakeAgnes?

Her:She’stheonewhomadereservationsbut

sheneededtourgentlygohomebecauseher

momisnotwellsoIwaslefttogoalonethat's



whyIaskedThembi.

Me:Whydidn'tyouaskme?

Her:Ididn'tthinkyou'dwannabeseenwithme

inpublic.

Me:Where'stheplace?

Her:Denies.

Me:It'salmostoutsideHydesoIdon'tthink

anyonewouldrecogniseme.Whattimeshould

webethere?

Her:Placeopensupat6pmsoIthinkwe

shouldleaveat5.



Me:Myshiftends11pm.

Her:MakeaplanDrLephoto.Iwanttofuckyou

sensiblylateronsopleasedonotleaveme

hungry.

ShefingerfucksherselfandIwatchanddon't

disturb.Iswearthisgirlmakesmefeel10years

younger.

Me:Shit!OkayIwilltrybutwecanonlyleaveby

6andIstillneedtogohomeandchangefirst.

Her:Don'tworryaboutthatIhaveitcovered.

•



•

•

Me:Whyolivegreen?

Weareatahotel15minutesawayfromthat

placewegoingto.Shesaysit'sarestaurant

butnotexactlythat,morelikeatavern,IguessI

willseeformyself.

Her:It'saneutralcolouranditoozespower,

authorityandfuckensexiness.

Me:Youswearalotforsomeonewhowas

raisedinareligioushousehold.

Her:IamnotwhatmyparentssaidIshouldbe,



ItriedtopleasethemandIendeduphating

themsoIamhappytodome.

Me:Somatchingoutfits?

Her:Doyouhateit?

Me:It'sreallynotmythingbutifitwillmake

yourdayperfectthenIamon.

Her:Yaay!Comelet'sgoMrLephotho.

WefindtheplaceusingGooglemapsandit's

reallypackedwithotherpeoplestillcomingin.

Ittakesmeagood10minutestofindaparking

spotandit'sawalkingdistancetothe

restaurant.



Me:ReservationforMsNaime.

Heconfirmsthedetailsonthescreenthingand

thencallsawaitressthatushersustoourseats.

Iopenhersandsitoppositeher,walkinginwith

agirlasbeautifulandbreath-takingasInes

makesyoufeellikeyouowntheworld.Allthe

enviousstareswe'regettingfromthepeople

especiallythemen,Iamwithaflame.

Me:DidItellyouhowexquisiteyoulook

madamNaime?

Her:YesMrLephotoandIaimtoimpress.

Me:Youimpressmenakedandsweatysoyour

clothesarejustabonus.



Her:Sfisostop!

SheblushesandItracemyfootunderthetable

tohervagina,Ijustwanttofuckherallthetime

it'sliberating.Ourwaitressarriveswithabottle

ofChandeliourliquor.

Me:Wedidn'torderthis.

Waitress:Yessirit'sonthehousefromthat

ladyoverthereshesaysyoumustenjoy,get

drunk,danceandletloose.

Iclosemyeyes,clenchmyjawsbecauseIknow

Iamdamned.IknowwhoitisbeforeIcaneven

look.Thebrandofchampagneistheonewe

hadforourweddingnightatthatcheaphotel



andthosewordsarethesameonesIsaidto

herthismorning.

Me:Shit!shit!shit!

Her:Babywhat'swrong?

Ilookatthedirectionthewaitresspointed.She

raisesherchampagneglassandmouths‘enjoy’.

MyeyesmeetwithhereyesandIknowthatI

havecausedheranincrediblepain,they're

hollowandfilledwithgreatsorrow.Lynnis

reallygoodatputtingabravefacebutshecan't

hidewhatsheisandfeelsfrommeandnowI

canseeherbreakinganditbreaksmyheart.

Me:Didyouknowthatshe'llbehere?



Her:Who?Whatareyouonabout?

Me:Damnit!Inesdidyoutrickmeintocoming

herbecauseyouknewshe'llbehere?What's

wrongwithyouareyousomekindofhome

wrecker?

Her:Youshouldstopwiththeinsultsandtell

mewhat'swrong?

Me:Lynn,mywife,she'shere.She'stheone

whoboughtthewinedon'tlookbutshe'ssitting

rightbehindus.

Likeeveryotherhumanbeingherfirstinstinctis

toturnandlookather.Icanseeasfear

becomesher.Herreactiontellsmethatit'salla

fuckenincrediblecoincidence.



Her:OhmyGodwhatisshedoinghere?Don't

tellmeyouwerenotawarethatshe'llbehere?

Me:Areyoucrazywhatbenefitwoulditbeif

shesawmewithyou?Nxa!WhatdoIdo?

Her:Ithinkyoushouldgoovertohertableand

talktoher.

Me:Andsaywhatexactly

Her:Idon'tknowshe'syourwife,workyour

magic.Ican'tlosemyinternshipSfisoso

pleasegetyouracttogetherandmakesureshe

knowsthatit'sheryoulove.



Thatisthemostpracticalthingtodorightnow;

goovertoherandfindoutwherewe’re

standingwiththisrevelation.

Me:Don'tmoveIamcomingback.

Her:Goodluck.

IwalktowardsthetablethatsheshareswithLu,

LeeandDrDlamini.Leeisgivingmea

disgustedlookthatmakesmefeellikeIam

walkingaroundnaked.That'sanotherthingIam

worriedabout,mysisterthinkswayhighofme,

sherespectsmeandwe'reverycloseandnowI

justdestroyedallofthat.

Me:Goodevening.



Lee:Hai!VoetsekSfisohambala!

Me:Iwanttotalktomywife.

Lee:Ohnowshe'syourwife?Andwhatdoyou

callthattrashyou'resittingwithoverthere?

Lu:Bellastopit!You'regoingtoupsetthebaby

anditturndrivemeangry.(turnstoLynn)Do

youwanttotalktohimandhearwhathehasto

sayforhimself.

Ilookatherexpectantlyandshegrowssilent.

Everyoneatthetableiswaitingforhertodecide.

Me:Lindiwe!



Sheisstartled.SeenomatterhowLynnis

grown,independentandeducated,tomeshe's

stillthat14yearoldwhotamedmeandwhois

willingtodoeverythingIcommandhertodo.I

takeherhandandLupointstotheback.We

walkthroughthekitchenandstoreroomthen

we'refinallyoutsideinaquietspace

surroundedbytrees.

Me:Babypleaselookatme.

She'slookingdownandallIcanseeisher

tremblinghandsandtearstricklingdownonthe

pavedfloor.Myheartisatickingtimebomb,I

feellikereversingeverythingwithInes.

Me:LindiweIloveyou.



ShetapsherfootandIknowshedoesthisto

tryandrestricttheflowoftears.She'shurting

nodoubtaboutthatIjustwishshecouldsay

something.

Me:Baby,mywifepleasesaysomething.Woza.

Ipullherintomyarmsandshesmellsamazing,

orangeandcinnamonfreshallthetime.She

criesheavilyonmychest,hetinyarmsarelaid

onmychestoneithersideofherhead.Ifind

myselfcryingtoobecauseyoucan'thelpbutcry

whenLynniscrying.Hercryislowandgut

wrenching,shepoursallofheremotionsinthat

momentanditallfeelsheavy.That'swhenI

starttopanicbecauseIknowImessedupand

we'renotgettingbacktowherewewere.Shit!I

messedup.



Me:IloveyoubabyIamsosorryLynn,Iam

sorrytodisappointyouandlyingtoyou.I

boughtthisonusbabybutpleaseLynn,don't

giveuponus.

Her:DoesitmatterSfiso?You'vedisrespected

everythingwe'vebuiltbecauseofthat.Iwas

willingtosacrifice,Itookouttheimplantthis

morningwhenIgottowork.AllIaskedwasfor

youtobepatient.Waitforme,yourwife,tolove

meSfisothewaythebiblesaysyoushouldlove

me,likeyourownfleshbutyouhurtme.

Ireallyfeellikemylifeisflashingbeforemy

eyes.ThistheendoftheroadforusandIcan

feelitbutIamnotgivingupsoeasy.She'smine

andshebelongstomeandnooneelse.

Me:Lookatme!



ShelooksmeintheeyeandthepainIseeinher

eyesisevidenceofhowshe'sbreakinginside.

Hertearsarefallinginvoluntaryandshe'skeeps

wipingthemwiththebackofherhandinvain.

Me:Thatgirlintheremeansshittome.You're

theoneIloveLynn.You'remyLindiweandno

onecanchangethatsopleasebabylet'sgo

homeforgetaboutthisdayandbuildourhome.

Her:Didyousleepwithher?

Hertoneisdownandfullofhurtandanger.At

thispointIwishweweretalkingoverthephone

becauseIcan'tlookatherandlie.

Me:Thatdoesn'tmatterwhatmatters…



Her:ItmattersSfisoyouboughtathirdparty

intoourmarriage,youputmylifeatrisk.

Me:She'sclean.Icheckedher,Iwouldn'tdo

thattoyou.

Her:Andyetyoudid.Doyouloveher?

Me:IthinkIlikeher.

Her:Isee.ThenIdon'tthinkwestillhavemuch

totalkabout.

Sheturnsonherheelsalmostcryingandit's

clearthatIhavescrewedupbutshe'scrazyif

shethinksIwilljustlethergo.



Lindiwe

Iamabrokenwomanthat'swhatIam.

Shatteredandirreparablethat'sthestateofmy

heart.IrunbacktotherestaurantandLeetries

tostandupinvain.

Lee:Friendwhat'swrong?Didhehityou?

Me:IwanttogohomefriendpleaseIcan'ttake

itanymoreplease.

Lu:Bafoyou'llhavetohandletheinterview

becauseIneedtotakeherhome.

Nathi:NobafoIcan't,youknowIwouldscrewit



up,you'remyPRguy.

Me:Lookit'sokayIwilltakeanuberor

something.

Itakemyslingbagthathasallmyessentials

andfindthedoor.Mytearsandangerbuildup

whenIseeherupclosebutIwon'tconfronther.

Iopenthedoorandstartwalkingtowardsthe

gate.IturnwhenIhearalotofcommotion

behindme.IspotLuinthemiddleofSfisoand

Nathi,withLeetrailingbehind.

Me:What'swrong?Sfisostop!

HekeepsnudgingNathionthechestenticing

himtofightback.



Him:Heendodayou'regoingnowherewithmy

wife.Ifthere'sanyonedrivingherhomeit'sme.

Lu:Sfisomanlethergopleasesbare.Nathi

won'tdoshittoher,hejustwantstodropher

offthencomebackhere.

Him:Nowyou'reshittingme,sheismywifeand

wenaDlamini,Iknowyourfuckboytendencies

sostayawayfrommywife.

Nathi:AtleastIamafuckboywhoisnot

married,whatdoyoucallyourself?Idon'tneed

thisshit.

HewalksbackandIrunafterhim.



Me:Pleasetakemehomeplease.Idon'ttrust

myselfaroundthatgirlandanuberwilltake

longplease!Iwillpayyouforpetrol.

Hestandsstillforquitesometimeandlooksat

me.

Nathi:Noneedcomelet'sgo.

Hetakesmyhandandleadsmetothecar.

Sfisoisstandingatthepassengersside.

Sfiso:You'renotgettingintothiscar.

Nathipusheshimasideandopensmydoor.

Sfiso:Iswearifyougetinthiscarwe'reover.

Me:Good!Atleastwe'reonthesamepage.



HisfaceturnsblueandIswallowtheurgetogo

runningtoandholdinghimtoassurehimthat

myloveforhimwillnotend.

Nathi:Areyouokay?

Heasksasweenterthehighway.Idonot

answerhimbutjustturntothewindow.Thisis

whatourlovehasamountedtoandit's

sickening,painfulandlifeconsuming.Icrawlto

myownspaceandonesongisrepeatingover

andoveragaininmyhead:Ashanti-Afterallthe

timewe'vetried…

•

•

•



Iwokeupkindaearlytoday

Andsomethingtoldmefromthatmomentit

wouldn'tbethesame

Itfeltlikeyouwerehidingsomething

ButIdidn'tpushit,Ididn'tcomplainorsay

nothing

ItriedtoactlikeIdidn'tseeit

'CausedeepdownIknewIdidn'twantto

believeit

Butthereitwas,itwasyouandher

YouleftyourSidekickonthenightstandandI

read

Everythingyouboughtandeverythingyousaid

AndnowI'mstandingherelookinglikedamn

IthoughtitwasyouandI



NowIallIgottosayis,why?

Afterallofthetimethatwetried

Ifoundoutwewerelivingalie

Andafterallofthislovethatwemade

Iknownowyoudon'tlovemethesame

ThewaythatIlove

ThewaythatIloveyou

ThewaythatIlove.

Let'skeeponliking,commentingandsharing

Chapter6

Sfiso



Iwatchasthecardrivesaway,IknowIhadno

righttoaskhertostaybutIknowhowNathi's

mindworks,whatifhetakesadvantageofher

vulnerability?Icanfeelmyinsidesboilatthe

thought.Damnthisnighthasturnedintoa

nightmareIwanttowakeupfrom.Ipushpast

LuandLeeandgobackintotherestaurant

whereInesisentertainingsomewaiter.

“Takeyourthingslet'sgo”shegivesmean

annoyedlookbutIamnotinthemood.

Me:Doyouwantmetorepeatmyself?

Iroarandshequicklystandsupandfollowme

behind.WemeetwithLeeblockingthewayto

mycar.



Lee:Ican'tbelieveyouSfisoaftereverything

Lynnsacrificedforyou.You'rewillingtoletitgo

forscrappussy.

Me:Don'ttalkaboutthingsyouknownothing

about.PleasemoveIwanttofindmywife.

IhaveInes'handinmineandwhenImention

LynnshewantstopulloutbutIsqueezeher

harder.

Lee:Iamgivingupontryingtomakeyouthink

rational.You'regoingtoloseherforsomething

that'sreallynotworthit.

Me:Lookwe'lltalk,rightnowIjustneedtoget

outofhere.



IkissherontheforeheadandfistbumpwithLu.

HehasthatjudgementallookonhisfacethatI

don'twanttoentertainbecauseIamalready

ashamedofwhattranspiredheretonight.I

openthedoorforInesandgoovertomyside

andstartthedrivehome.Istartbydriving

towardstheHeights,she'sbeenquietsincewe

lefttherestaurant.

“Areyouokay?”IhonestlyaskbecauseIjust

don'tunderstandwhywouldshebeactingup.

Her:AmIokaySfiso?You'reseriously

somethingelse.Youleftmeinthereforhours

andthenjustorderedmeoutlikesomefloozy.

DoyouevencarehowIfeelaboutthiswhole

situation?

HervoiceistremblingandIamjustshockedby



herwords,Imeanmywifewasthere,mywife

couldbeleavingmeforcheatingonherandI

hadtomindher.Haibafethu,Ican'twinwith

women.

Me:Look,IamsorryIwasinconsiderate,just

thatwhenIsawLynneverythingjustfroze.

She'smywifeInesandIthoughtyou

understood.

Her:Soyoukeepremindingme.

Sheturnsandlookstheotherway,Iamnot

usuallysensitivebutIcareaboutInes.Iamthe

onewhogotherinthissituationinthefirst

place.Idecidetokeepquietandfocusonthe

roadwhichisprovingtobeveryhardbecauseI

keepgoingoverandoverwhathappenedthe

pastfewhours,everythingissosurreal.



HalfandhourlaterIparkoutsideherplace.

She’sbeensniffingtheentirewayandIreally

wishtherewassomethingIcandoaboutthis

situationbutIjustdon'tknow.Istepoutside

andopenherdoor.Ipressheragainstthecar

andshe'savoidingalleyecontact.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatwe'vebeendoingthe

pasttwoweeksbutIenjoyedeveryminuteofit.

Shelooksatmewithtearsinhereyes.

Her:Areyoubreakingupwithme.

Me:IwantustostopatleastuntilIcanfigure

outwhat'sgoingonbetweenLynnandI.Ilove

mywifeInes,Iknowmyactionssuggest



differentlybutIdo.Ihaveneverdoneanything

likethissinceIgotmarriedtoLynnsoIcan't

affordtoloseheroverthis.

Her:SowhatexactlyareyousayingSfiso?

You'reconfusingme,shouldIletgo?ShouldI

moveonandforgetaboutallthesefeelingsI

havedevelopedsofar?

LynnismuchmoreawomanthanInescanbe

butshelackstheabilitytomakemefeel

wanted,tofeelneededandrespectedlikeInes

does.Ithinkthat'showIbecamepushedinto

thissituationbecauseIfeellikeshehaspushed

meatthebottomofherprioritylist.Itried,God

knowsItriedfor15incredibleyearstobecome

theperfecthusband,patient,lovingand

supportivebutIgrewtired.



Me:Iamjustaskingfortime,thenwe'lltakeit

fromthere.

Her:TimeforwhatSfiso?

Ikissherpassionately,squeezingherbuttocks

andmytonguedeepinherthroat.Ipullback

andshehasasmileonherfaceandIcanfeel

herbodyloosenup.

Me:Ineedtogo.

Her:Goodluck.

Me:Thankyouforunderstanding.Goodnight.

Her:WhenamIgoingtoseeyou?



Me:Letmesortthisoutandwe'lltalkIpromise.

Her:OkayIamgoingtomissyou.

Ikissheronthecheekandrushbacktomycar.

InesmaybefunbutLynnismysoulmateandI

can'timagineleadingalifewithouther.Ineed

hertotakemeback.

Lindiwe

Ihavebeentryinginvaintostopmytearsfrom

falling,myheartisbrokenintoamillionpieces.I

can'thelpbutblamemyselfforwhatSfisodid,

maybeifIhadjustlistenedtoeveryone’sadvice

andgavehimthechildhealwayswanted.

MaybeifIhadgivenhimmoreattention,cooked



more,beenmoreaffectionateorjuststopped

workinglikeheaskedmetothenmaybejust

maybehewouldonlylookatme.

Nathi:Ithinkweneedtotakethisrightifwe're

headingtoHydeparkorisitleft?Lynnyouneed

totellmewheretogo.

Me:Iamsorrypleasejustpullover.

Helooksatmeforashortwhileandthenpulls

thecaraside.Iopenmydoorandstepoutside.I

suddenlyfeeltheurgetobreathe,becauseIam

feelingoutofbreath.

Him:Areyouokay?



Me:Idon'tknow.Whywouldhedothistome

Nathi?AmInotbeautifulenoughoramInot

enoughasawife?Itry,Ireallytrybutit'shard.I

amtiredandIjustwanttogiveupallthetime

butIfightNathi,IfightbecauseIlovehimso

much.

Istartcryingevenhardandhepullsmetohis

chest.Iamsurehisshirtwillbewetwithmy

tearsbutthishugisexactlywhatIneed.It's

soothingandit'sthekindthatsays‘you'llmake

itthrough’

Him:SowhereshouldIdropyou?

Me:Idon'tfeellikegoinghomejustyet.

Him:Lookmyplaceisaroundthecorneryou



cangotherejusttothinkandfreshenup.Idon't

knowwhatyou'regoingthroughbutyouneedto

thinkcarefullyaboutyournextmove,doyou

wanttomoveonandleavehimoryouwantto

putthisbehindyouandworkonyourmarriage.

Soyoucanusethattimetothinkaboutallthat.

Me:Idon'tthinkit'sagoodideaspendingthe

nightwithyouespeciallyafterwhathappened.I

amstillamarriedwoman.

Him:Youwon'tbespendingthenightwithme

butatmyplace.Iwilldropyouoffandthengo

backtotherestaurant,IthinkLeeisprobably

exhaustedsoIneedtoreleaseLu.

Me:Okayifyouputitlikethatthen,Iwould

certainlyappreciatethespace.



Him:Okaylet'sgobeforewehaveanaudience.

Wedrivetohisplacewhichisnotsofar

becausewe'rethereinlessthat15minutes.It's

abeautifulbachelorpadthathasasilver,black

andreddécor.Thekitchenisinsanelybeautiful

aswellastheopenplandiningandsittingwith

abar.Therearestairswhichwetaketothe

mainbedroom,hepassesmeashirtdressand

someleggings.

Me:ShouldIevenaskwhothesebelongto?

Him:Haijustdressupwoman!

Ilaughbecauseofthehumourinhisvoice.



Him:Wellthat'smorelikeit(laughing)Ineedto

goback,thetopdrawerhassomenewbathing

essentials.

Me:Theoneabovethebasin?

Him:Yesandfreshtowels.Yousawthekitchen,

knockyourselfoutandrelax.Iwillbebackafter

4hoursmaxandwe'lltakeitfromthere.

Me:Thankyouforeverything.

Him:You'retoohardonyourself,stopthat.It's

notyourfault

.

Me:Iknow.LeavebeforeLeekillsyou.



Hesmilesandrunsdownstairs.Isitonthis

comfortablegiganticbedandtakeahuge

breathinandout.It'sfunnyhowadaytendsto

notbeenoughbutalotcanhappen.Imagine

howthismorningIthoughtthatSfisoandIwere

rekindlingandthenthis.

Icutmypitypartyshortandtakeashower.This

bathroomisofficiallymyfavouritepartofthe

house,ithasasophisticateddesignthat

managestoprovideacompletefeelingof

tranquillity.Idrymyselfandusehisbodylotion,

thenweartheclotheshegavetome.The

clothesarecomfortableandfitmeperfectly.I

godownstairsandtakeoutabottleofwater

fromthefridgeandsettleinfrontoftheTV

watchingChannelOmusicvideos.

•



•

•

“Lynn,LynnwakeupIamback!”

IopenmyeyesandfindNathi'sbeautifuleyes

staringdownonme.Irubmyeyesandyawn.I

situpwithhishelpandmakespaceforhimon

thecouch.

Me:Whattimeisit?

Him:Pastone.ShouldIhelpyouupstairs?Iwill

takethecouch.

Ikeepquietforawhileandthink.IfIsleepover

hereitwilldriveSfisomadandIdon'twanthim



toshifttheblametomebutthenagainifIgo

backIwouldhavetoconfronthimandthe

possibilityofussplittingupforgood.

Him:So?

Me:Pleasetakemehome.

HelooksshockedbymydecisionbutIhaveto

goandfacemydemons.That'sasadpartof

beingmarriedyoufightevenwhenthecauseis

nomore,yougiveityourallbecauseyoudon't

wanttheblamestuckwithyou.IwanttosayI

didallthatIcouldhavedonetosaveus.

Him:Ifyou'resurethatthat'swhatyouwant

thenIguess.



Herunshishandonthebackofhisshaved

head.

Him:Uhhmgiveme5minutes.

Me:Okay.

Hedisappearssomewhereinthehouseand

comesbackminuteslater.

Him:Iamgoodlet'sgo.

HeopensmydoorandIsmileathim,he's

definitelyagentleman.WedrivetowardHyde

Parkandmyheartisbeatingoutofmychest

whenweparkoutsidemyhouse.Ittookus10

minutestogethereandIfeellikegoingback.



Him:Youcan'tbackdownnow.Gointhereand

getsomeclarity.

Me:Thankyoufortheride.

Him:YoulooklikeagoodwomanLynnandI

hopeyouwon'tsettleforlessbecauseyoufeel

likethat'swhatyoudeserve.Manymenwould

dietohaveawomanlikeyoubytheirside.

Thelastwordsmakemefeeluncomfortable

becauseheutterseverysyllablethroughhis

teethwithsomuchintensityfromhiseyes.I

openmydoorwithoutsayinganythingandhe

followsmeoutside.

Him:Ifhedoesanythingstupidcallme.



Hehandsmehiscontactcard.Itakeitfrom

himandhecomesinforahug.

Him:Everythingwillworkout,ifitgetstoheavy

thenpray,italwayshelps.

Me:Iwilldothatthankyouagain.

Imovefromhimandpunchinthecodeonthe

gateMykneesbecomeweakandthenweaker

asIapproachthedoor.It'spitchblackinthe

kitchenbutthesidelampnexttothesingle

couchinthelivingroomison.Thesmellof

alcoholhitsmynostrilsjustasIgetintothat

room,Sfisoissittingthereshirtlessand

wearingonlyhisboxers.Heisholdingaglass

ofwhiskeyinhishandandthelookonhiseyes



makesmewanttopeeonmyself.Itrytopass

byasquicklyasIcanbutIambroughttoahalt

byaglassbeingthrownmyway,ithitsthewall

behindme.

Him:UyafebaLynn?

Iamtremblingwithfear.Hiseyesarebloodshot

redandhekeepscomingcloserandcloserto

meandmybackisagainstthewall.

Me:Sfiso…

Him:Voetsek!!!

He'sroaringandIknowthatwe'reaboutto

crosstheline…



Tobecontinued...

Somethingtokeepusgoing

Sfiso

Myhandsarewetwithsweat,Ifeelnervousas

hellbecauseItrulyhavenothingtosayfor

myself.IcheatedandIgotcaught,ashamed

doesn'tevenbegintodescribethewayIam

feeling.Iamajerk,Iamadog,Iamungrateful

andacheatingbastard.Iamallthosethings

butIamalsojustaman.Ineedtofeelloved,

respectedandtakencareof.It'sinmynatureto

wanttoprotect,takecareofandnurturemy

womanbuthowdoIdoallofthatwithawoman

likeLynn.She'sherownboss,it'sherwayorno



wayatall,she'snotopenaboutherfeelingsand

sherarelyshowsaffectiontowardsme.

Ipunchinthecodeanddrivein.Iparkthecarin

thegarageandIamsurprisedtobewelcomed

byanemptyhouse.Irunaroundthehouseand

ineveryroomIamcallinghername.

“FuckengreatLynn"

IknowImessedupbutIdidn'tthinkshewould

takeitbackbysleepingoveratNkosi'shouse.I

changeoutofthistightslimfitsuitandtakea

shower.Ilookattheclockandit'sjustturned

12am,IhonestlyfeellikeIamlosingmymind.I

knowthatIdeserveherdoingexactlywhatIdid

toherbutLynnismywoman,she'smyqueen

andmyprideandIdon'timaginesharingheror

havinganyonetouchherormakinghermoan.I



takeabottleofwhiskeyfromthebarandstart

gulpingglassafterglass.

IhearacarpullupatthegateandIlook

throughthewindowandIseeLynninNkosi's

arms.Ifeellikerunningoutsideandbreaking

eachandeveryoneofhiscarwindowsandhis

skullintheprocess.Ipaceupanddownfora

fewsecondsanddecidetojustsitdownand

waitforher.MyheartisracingasIkeepon

gobblingdownthewhiskey.Shetakeshertime

withthatfuckboydoctor.IknowIhavenoright

butshe'smywifedamnedit!Shehastorespect

ourhome,notbusyentertainingmen.Whatif

theneighboursarelooking?

Shewalksinslightlytiptoeinglikeateenager

thatstayedoutlatewithaboyfriend.Shewalks

inthelivingroomandoureyesmeet.Lynn



knowsmemorethananyoneelseandmyeyes

probablytellheralotaboutmystateof

emotions.Sheattemptstoleavetheroom

whichisagoodideabecauseIfeelin‘Spilo’

modeandit'saverybadstatetobein.Ithrow

myglassatthewallandit'slikeeverything

comestoastandstill.

Me:UyafebaLynn?

She'stremblingwithfearbutIamobliviousto

thatbecauseIcansmellhimalloverher.Iam

deadlyandIdon’tfeelincontrol,Iamlosingit

andshe'sonthereceivingend.Iwalkcloser

andclosertoheranduntilherbackisagainst

thewall.

Her:Sfiso…



Me:Voetsek!!!Iaskedyouaquestion.Areyou

mywifeorawhoreLynn?

IamroaringandIknowthatwe'reaboutto

crosstheline.

Me:Didyousleepwithhim?Icansmellhimall

overyou.Siesmaan!Didyousleepwiththat

whoredoctorLindiwe?

Her:Yes!Isleptwithhim.

Ifeellifebeingdrawnfrommybody.Ikeepstill

andIletgoofher.Ihavemyeyesclosed,jaws

clenchedandhandsformedintoafist.Iam

readytokillandIamreadytodie.Iturnand

takemycarkeys,Ihavelostallformofsense,



Nkosifuckedwiththewrongman.

Her:You'renotgoingtoinvolveNkosiintothis.

Stopthismadnessplease.

Me:Ukhulumelaamadodainmypresence.Is

thatthekindofwifeyou'vebecome?Iam

seriouslygoingtofuckhimup.

Iwalktowardsthedoorandshepullsmyarm.

Her:Sfiso!Stop!Youcan'tdriveinthisstate.It

happenedokay.YousleptwithherandIslept

withhim.We'reequalnow.

WithoutthinkingIhavemyhandsaroundher

necktightly.She’stryingtocatchherbreathbut



Ican'tbringmyselftostop.AllIcanseeisred

andIamangry,hellIamlivid.Somethinginher

eyessnapsmeoutofit,it'sLynnsoIneedto

stop.Istartpunchingthewallnexttoher

uncontrollablyuntilIbleed.Shetriestoget

awayfrommebutIpullherbyherhairroughly

andshealmostfallsdown.Ihavemyhandson

eithersideofhershoulders.

Me:You'remywifeLynn.IknowIdidyouwrong

butbabyyou'remine.Nomancaneverhave

youLynnnotwhenIamstillalive.

Her:Sfisopleaseyou'rehurtingme.

She'scryinganditbreaksmyheart.It'shardto

understandmyloveforthiswoman,it'sabit

toxicbecauseIdon'timaginelivingmylife

withouther.Iwoulddieatleastthat'showIfeel.



ShelooksfragileandscaredtodeathsoI

softenmyhardface.

Me:Lookatme.Lindiwe,lookatmemylove.

She'sbreathingheavilyandkeepsplayingwith

herfingers.Iliftherheadandwestareateach

other.It'sonlynowthatitdawnsonmethehurt

Ihavecausedthiswoman.Ihavefailedand

betrayedherbeyondmeasureandthentotopit

offIalmosthither.

Me:IknowIhurtyoubutbabyIdidn'tmeanto.I

loveyouLynn.IloveyoulikeIhaveneverloved

before.Pleasedon'tleaveme.Ineedyouto

forgiveme.YouhavetoforgivemeLynn.

Lindiwe



Ican'tbelieveSfisohe'stheonewhocheated,

he'stheonewhowentoutsideand

disrespectedourmarriageandIamtheone

who'sawhorebecauseIwasgivenaridebya

man.Ilookathimtryingtosalvagewhat'sleft

ofthismadnesswecallmarriage.Hismood

changescompletelyandhestartstolook

remorseful.That'sthethingaboutSfisohe's

impulsiveanddoesn'tthinkbeforeheacts.I

can'thelpthetrailoftearsthatarecomingfrom

myeyes.IhaveneverbeensohurtIcan'treally

putitintowordstheamountofdamagehehas

causedmyheart.

Me:Youloveme?Youcan'tlivewithoutme?

Wow!YoualmostkilledmeSfiso.Mina,the

womanyouclaimtocan'tlivewithout.



Him:Wewillseeamarriagecounsellorbaby,I

willworkonmyselfandtryhardtobethe

husbandyoudeserve.Iwillchangehospitalsif

itcomesdowntothatbutpleasedon'tleaveme

notoverthisplease.

Iclapmyhandsandpushhimawayfromme,

heloseshisstepsandbalanceswiththewall.I

runupstairsandjusthopehedoesn’tfollowme.

Itakeoffmyclothesandstartchangingintomy

pyjamas.Hecomesinlookingabitsoberthan

hedidwhenIcamein.

Me:Ican'tdothisanymoreSfiso.We'verunour

courseandwebothtried.Pleasesetmefree

andenjoyyourlife.It'snoteventhecheating

thathurtsthemostbutyouopeningyourheart

toevenlikeher.Youspendingnightswithher

andlyingaboutit.IamsorrybutIamdone.



MyheartbleedsbecauseitrejectseverywordI

havsjustuttered.IhatelovinghimbutIdoandI

justwishhewouldopenmyheartandseefor

himself.SeehowmuchIlovehim,howmuchI

longforhisunconditionalloveandhimtosee

howhisactionsarerippingmyheartapart?

Him:Iamnotlettingyougonotwithoutafight.

IsitaboutNkosi?ishethereasonyougivingup?

IshisdickbetterthanmineLynn?

Me:Doyouevenhearyourselfwhenyouspeak?

You'retheonewhobrokeus.You'retheone

whomessedusupandnotme.Sothere's

nothingtofightfor.

HegrabsmywaistandIknowhe'sabouttouse



hisdicktoclaimmyheartbackbutIrefuse.

Me:NoSfisostop.Sexcan'tsolveeverything.

Youfuckensleptwithher,youleftmetosleep

alonewhenyouwereenjoyingher.Fortwo

weeksthoseinternsprobablygossipedabout

me,thepoorstupidwifewhoisoblivioustoher

husband'scheatingways.

Him:Nooneknewaboutitbaby.IpromiseI

wouldn'tletanyonelookatyouthatway.

Istarthittinghimonhishardchest.Iamcrying

hystericalandIfeelsoweak.Ifeelsobetrayed.

Ifeelsosmallandunheard.Whereismyvoice

inthismarriage?WhendoIgetachancetobe

present?Wherediditallgowrong?‘Qinisela’

theysaybutforhowlong?



Me:FuckyouSfiso!Yousleptwithher!Ithurts

don'tyougetit.Ithurtsanditwillneverget

better.WhatisitthatIdon'thave?AmItoolight?

Don'tIrespectyou?Doyouneedmetolose

moreweight?Whatdoyouwantfromme

becauseIcan'tcompetewithanotherwoman,

it'stoomuch,Ican't.

Him:IloveyouLindiweandonlyyou.Youare

enoughforme,youdon'tneedtocompare

yourselfwithanyone.ImadeamistakeLindiwe

andIamdeeplysorrypleasemyloveforgive

me.Imadeamistake.IamhumanLynn,Iam

notperfect.

Me:IamdoneSfiso.IamsorrybutIcan'tdoit

anymore.



Hegrabsmeandstartskissingmeferociously.

Ibitehislipsandhefinchesbutdoesn’tstop.

HecontinueskissingmeuntilIfinallygiveup.

MybodybetraysmebecauseIfindmyself

beingtheonepushingmytongueintohis

mouth.Thekissisfast,hungryandfilledwith

somuchanger,lustandhurt.Heturnsme

aroundandstartsplayingwithmyclituntilI

cumalloverhishand.He'shissingandcursing

lookingatmycookie.

Him:Didyoureallysleepwithhim?

Me:Yes.

HespanksmycookiesohardIfeeltheurgeto

pee.



Him:Yougavehimwhat'smineLynn.

Anotherspankthistimeaccompaniedbyso

muchforceIpeeonmyself.Heentermeslowly

andIcanseeasmilecreepintohisface.

Him:Damnbabyyoualmostgavemeaheart

attack.You'restillsealed.

Hestartsmovingandit'slikehe'sinaworldof

hisown.Hestartsfuckingmesensiblylikehe's

tryingtoproveapoint.Heturnsmearoundand

makesmeholdontotheheadboardand

thrustsintomesohardIamholdingontothe

headboardwithmylife.Inandouthegoes,the

strokes,thehairpulling,thebuttspankingand

thebitingareaglimpseofhisangertowards

me.



Me:Sfisostoppleasemylove.

Isayalmostoutofbreath.Iamgoingonmy

fifthorgasmandIcan'ttakeitanymore.My

legsarenumbandbodyisweak.

Him:You'remineLindiwe.Idonotshare.

Me:But…Ahh!

Hehasbothmylegsoneithersideofhisneck

andhaspulledmetotheedgeofthebed.He

keepsrammingintomewithsomuchintensityI

feelmyinsidesturn.

Him:IloveyouLynn.IfuckenloveyouandIam



sorry.

Hestartsmovingfast,thentwitches,shakesa

bitandreleasesinme.Heliesontopofme

whiletryingtocatchhisbreath.Eventuallyhe

standsupandfetchesawarmclothandwipes

meoff,Ifeelswollen.Hejumpsintothebed

andpullsmetohischest.

Him:PleaseforgivemeMaLephoto.You'rethe

onlywomanformeandIamsorryIbetrayed

youbutitwillneverhappenagain.Ithas

stoppedandIpromiseIwilldowhateverit

takestomakeitbetter.

Ihonestlywanttobelievethatbutisn'twhat

theyallsaywhenthey'rejuststartingandthenit

getsworse.Idon'tknowifIamreadytobethe

wifewhoischeatedonanddoesn'tleave.



MaybeIamweakbutIdon'tthinkIcanbeable

tohandleit.

Chapter8

Sfiso

Iwakeupwithaheavyheadandevenheavier

heart.Ican'tbelieveIriskedmymarriagefor

nothing.Lookingbesidemeandseeingmy

beautifulwifesleepingnexttomesofragile,

innocentandvulnerable.Ihavehurtherso

muchthatIhurtmyselfintheprocess.Ireally

don'tknowwhatIwouldhavedoneifshehad

leftme.She’smyuniverseandtheonlypersonI

haveeverlovedmorethanIlovemyself.Ican

feeltearsstingmyeyesjustthinkingaboutthe



prospectofleadingalifewithoutLynn.

Islowlymoveawayfromthebedcarefulnotto

hurtherandgotothebathroomtofreshenup.

TenminuteslaterIamdressedinavestand

trackpants.Iheadtothekitchentomakeher

breakfast.Themessinthelivingroombrings

backallthevisualsofwhattookplace

yesterday.Imessedupbigtimeespecially

beingviolentwithherafterIwastheonewho

disrespectedourmarriagelikethat.It's

somethingIamnotproudofandIprayshewill

beabletoforgivemeastimegoeson.

Ifindadustpanandbroomandstartcleaning

uptheglassaswellasamoptowipethe

spilledwhiskeyfromthefloor.Ihavetocallthe

cleaningservicethatwenormallyusejustto

removesomeburdenfromLynn.Tothinkhow



muchIgettiredaftermyshiftsandwhenI

returnhomeallIwanttodoisrestwhileshe

needstocook,cleanandwashourclothes.We

wantedtohireamaidbutmymomflatright

refused,ItriedtoreasonwithherbutLynnsaid

itwasokay.WhenIamdonecleaningImoveto

preppingbreakfast.SinceLynnwasdiagnosed

withpre-diabetes,we’veadoptedahealthystyle

ofeating.Imakecoconutflourpancakes,

reducedstrawberrysyrupanddoublecream

yoghurtwithdifferentpiecesoffruit,it'snot

muchbutit'sasgoodasIcangetwithcooking.

HopefullythiswillbesomethingtoshowthatI

amterriblysorryforwhatIdid.

Lindiwe

ThelightfromoutsideblindsmyeyesasItryto

openthem.Haveyoueverfeltunsureabout



whethersomethinghappenedorifyouwere

dreaming?That'showIamfeelingorhoping.I

touchmyneckasthememoryofbeing

strangledbecomevividinmymind.Thepain

thatstemsfrommythroatandneckisan

honestreminderthatitwasreal.Thethingthat

mostmarriedwomenfearhappenedtome;

Sfisocheatedonmeandthenshiftedtheblame,

hestrangledme.Myownhusband,theone

madetosheltermeandnurtureme,healmost

killedmebothinfleshandinspirit.Icanfeel

thetearsescapingfromthecornerofmyeyes.

It'sanunimaginablepainthatliesdeepdownin

manywomen'shearts.Wewalkwithitlikeit's

notheavy,wehideitfromtheworld,wetakeit

likesuperheroes,it'soursilentcryandit

becomesapartofwhoweare.

Withallthatwassaidanddone,IknowIamnot

leavingSfiso.Iknowitmightlookabsurdand



maybeIwillcomeoffasbeingdesperate,but

youmayneedtoweartheseshoesto

completelyunderstandwhereIstand.Lovelike

theoneweshareishardtofind,we'vebeen

throughsomanythingsandthegoodtimes

we'vehadoutweighsthebad.Elevenyearsof

good,loving,honestandhappymarriagecan't

justbethrownaway.IknowI'mstartingto

soundlikethem,thewomenwhoaremarriedto

serialcheaters,theoneswhostaybecauseall

mencheatbutit'snotlikethat.IloveSfisobutif

hedoesn'tendthisthenit'sonhim.Iwould

havetriedmybest.

SfisoisnotnexttomeonthebedandIam

assuminghewentouttojog.Iamsoscaredto

facehimbecauseIdon'tknowhowtoreact.My

hearthasforgivenhimalready,mystupidheart

thatbelongstohimbutmymindisconflicting

me.IwishIcouldgivehimahardtime,IwishI



canjustpackmybagsandleavehimbutIam

tooemotionallyinvestedthatIquestionthekind

oflifeIwouldhavewithouthim.

Mylegscarrymyheavybodytothebathroom.

LookingmyselfinthemirrorIamamess.My

eyesareswollen,redandhavebags.Myneckis

greenandslightlypurple,youcanactuallysee

thetracesofhisfingers.Ihavenotearsleftto

shedbutthisisnotthekindoflifeIenvisioned

formyself.Itakeashowerandforaboutan

hourIamjustsittingonthatcoldfloorwithmy

armswrappedaroundmyknees,breathing

heavilyandnursingmybrokenheart.Ifeelbig

armsliftmeupandit'sSfiso.Heputsmeon

topofthebedandwrapsmewithabigtowel.

Him:You'llneverunderstandhowmuchpainI

amexperiencingbecauseofwhatIdidtous



andtoyou.IloveyousomuchandIswearIam

goingtomakeitallokay.Pleaseforgivebaby

please.

IaminadarkplacethatIhaveneverfound

myselfin,buthavinghimhereiswhatIwant,I

knowhelovesmeandIlovehim.

Me:Iloveyousomuch.

Him:Youstilldo?

Hechokesonhistears.

Me:IdoloveyoubutSfisoyou'vehurtmeandI

can'tjustforgetbutIamwillingtotry.



Ipullhimandheliesonmybreasts,sniffing

andIholdhimasassurancethatIamwillingto

forgivehim.Myhusbandisnotasoftiebuthe

knowshowtoexpresshisemotionswithme,he

isabletoletgoofhimselfinmypresenceand

thatmeansagreatdealtome.

Him:Imadebreakfast.

Hesaysaftersometimebreakingthesilencein

theroom.

Me:That'sreallynice.Whathaveyoumade?

Him:Ithinkyou'llloveit.ShouldIbringithereor

you'llcomedown?



Me:Iwanttogetoutthisroom.

Him:GoodchoicebecauseIwasgettingsome

ideas.

Ilooktheotherwayandtenseup.

Him:IamsorrytoosoonIguess.

Me:Toosoon

Him:You'llneedtogetcheckedup.

Me:Ithinksomeantibioticswillhelpandthroat

medication.



Him:IamsorrymyloveIreallywasn'tthinking

straight,Inevermeanttohurtyouespecially

thatway.

Me:Iknowbutyouneedtostopapologising

andshowmethatIcantrustandrelyonyou

again.

Him:Iwillspendmyentirelifeshowingyou.

Me:GoodbecauseIamgoingtoleaveyou

Sfiso,Ipromise.Ifthethoughtevencrosses

yourmindIwillleaveandyouwon'tevenknow

wheretofindme.

Him:Lynn…



Me:Ipromisebabymyheartwon'tsurvive

withoutyoubutIwouldfightit.

Helooksdownwithshruggedshoulders.

Me:Iamhungry.

Him:Wantapiggyride?

Me:Really?

Him:YesImarriedyoudidn'tI?

Wesharealaugheversincethisordealandhe

takesmeonhisbackthenwegodownstairsto

thekitchen.Myhusbandissuchamanguys,he

hasstrength,hesmellsgreatandhandlesme



likeIwillbreak.

Him:Sowhatdoyouthink?

Icouldsaythatthere'swaytoomuchsaltand

bakingpowderinthepancakesandthatthe

strawberrysyrupistoorunnybutit'stheeffort

thatcounts.

Me:It'sgreat,verytasty,Iloveit!

Hehasthisbiggoofysmilethatjustmeltsmy

heart.

Me:Iwasthinking.

Him:Yes.



Me:HowaboutwefetchSiyafortheweekend?I

misshimsomuch.

Him:YouknowIwouldn'tsaynotothat,Iwill

callmomandletherknow.

Me:That'sgreatIcan'twait!

Him:Butithastobelateronmaybearound

6pm.Ihaveascheduledsurgerythisafternoon.

Me:Oh!

Ican'thelpbutfeellikehewillbeleavingmeat

homeandspendingtimearoundher.Whatifhe

can'thelphimselfwhentheymeet?



Him:PleasetrustthatIwon'tdoitagain.Ilove

youandImessedupinthebiggestwaybutI'll

makeusworkagain.

Me:Okay.

Him:Howaboutyoudropmeoffatworkand

thenyougofetchhimandthenwhenyoucome

backwecanhavedinneratthemall.

Me:Okay

Him:Comehere.

Istandupfromthekitchenchairandstraight

intohisarms.Hehashishandscoveringmy



head,myheadliesonhischestandarms

aroundhiswaist.Thisposition,fam,makesme

feelincrediblysafeandloved.

Him:Itwon'thappenagain.Icametothebrink

oflosingyouandIwon'triskitagain.

Me:Ibelieveyou.

Hekissesmeontheforeheadandthoseare

thekindthatIlove,theyhaveawayofmaking

youfeelmuchmoreloved,caredforand

respected.

Him:Let'stakeabathandthenwecango.

Sfiso



Icarryherbacktotheourbedroom,she'sso

light,onecanswearthatshelostweightover

night.Iputherdown,makeupthebedandrun

thewaterinthebathwithsaltsandmassaging

oils.

“Whatareyougoingtowear?”Iaskher

snappingheroutherthoughts.

IwishIhadamagicwandtowishthispain,

confusionandinfactthiswholeordealaway,

it'sdrainingmeandespeciallyher.

Her:Let'sbathfirstandwe'lltakeitfromthere.

Istripherdownandtracemyhandsonevery

bruiseandhickey,kissingthemintheprocess.



Herbreathinghasescalated,Lynnlovessexthe

mostwhenshe'shurting.Youknowwhensome

peoplecuttheirwristtoprovethattheirstill

alive,Ithinksexdoesthatforheritmakesher

feelotheremotionsexceptthecurrentpain.I

movefromherbreasttoherlipsandtheytaste

likestrawberries.

Her:Iamstillverysore.

Me:Iknow.

Ilethergoandpickherup.Iamgently

scrubbingherneckandshoulders.She'ssitting

betweenmylegsfacingtheotherway.Iam

supererectandthepainisfrustratingbutIwill

havetoendureit.Wearedryingourselvesand

shekeepslookingmypenis.



Her:Doesn'tithurt?

Me:Iwillbeokay.

Her:Lookslikeitmightevenpop.

Me:Lindiwe!

Her:Iamsorry,justthatitlooksreally

appetizing.

Iclosemyeyesandtakedeepbreathsbecause

thesoundofhervoicealonemakesitgrow

evenmore.Iwalkoutoftherelegsapart,shit!

ThisthinghurtsandIamtoooldtojerkoffbutI

broughtitonmyself.



Her:WhereshouldIputthis?

Ilookupandshe’sholdingthesuit.

Me:Giveittome,I'llsortitout.

Her:LookslikearentalfromZeemallsowe

canreturnit.

Me:Okay.

Wedressupandshe'sdoingeverymakeup

tricktocoverthebruisesbutthey'restillthere.

Me:Comelet'sgo.



Her:Youdriving?

Me:NoIhaveaheadache,pleasedrive.

Ithrowherthecarkeysandshe'shappytobe

drivingmycarbecauseIneverallowanyoneto

driveit.

SpendingthattimewithLynndrivingtowork

makesmerememberatimewhenwehadonly

onecarandIwouldhavetodropheroffat

campusbeforeIwenttoworkandditchworkto

gofetchher.Ikeeplookingatherandbackat

theroad.Mywifeiselegantineverythingshe

does,thewayshetalks,drivesandjusttheway

shecarriesherself.Iamverylucky.



Me:Thankyouandpleasegreetmaforme.

Her:That'sonethingIamnotlookingforward

to.

Me:Comeonshe'snotthatbad.

Her:ArewetalkingaboutLucyLephoto?

Me:Okayshecanbeabitdramaticbutdon't

takewhatevershesaystoheart.

Her:Thatworksbest.

Shelooksatherwristwatchandyoucansee

hurtwashalloverherface.



Her:Ifyoudon'tgonowyou'llbelate.

Icupherfaceandkissher.She'swearinga

summerscarftohidethebruises.

Me:IloveyouandIneedyoutoholdontothat.

Her:Iwill.We'llseeyoushortly.

Shegetsbackintothecaranddrivesoff.Ineed

todealwithInesandtellhertomoveon

becausethere'sonlyonewomanIloveandIam

notriskinglosinghereveragain..

ForLynnGasahopeyougetwellsoon



Chapter9

Lindiwe

Iamdrivingwithsomanythoughtsonmymind.

Mymindkeepsdriftingtoyesterday'sevents

andthentoday,Iamsoconflicted.Worseofit

allIdon'tevenhaveanyonetotalkto,Leeis

pregnantandshe'snotgoodathandlingheavy

stuffbecauseshewillcarrythatburdenlikeit's

hers.Mymommadeitclearthatshedoesn't

wanttogetinvolvedbecauseshe'llbeforcedto

takesidesandshedoesn'twantthat.SoIam

stuckdrowninginmyownthoughts.

IamintheVaaltwohourslater.Iparkmycar

outsidetheschoolgateandwalktothe

securityguard.



“DumelangboNtate"

“Aheng,rekaothusa?”(Maywehelpyou?)

Me:Iamheretogetmyson,Siyabonga

Lephoto.

Him:BoSiyabongababangatahampemoo

sekolongsoyouneedtobespecific.(Thereare

manykidscalledbythesamename)

Me:Ithinkhe'sinGrade5Iamnotsurewhich

class.

Him:Areyouhismother?Orarelativebecause

weneedtohaveaclearancefromtheparents

orlegalguardiansifyou'renotlistedonthe



schoolfiles.

Imoveawayfromthemandcalltheoneperson

Iwouldhatetoconsult.Itringsacoupleof

timesandshepicksup.Ikeepquietforawhile,

breatheinandoutandpreparemyselfforher

dramatics.

Her:Lindiwe!

Me:Ohyesma,Iamsorryforkeepingquiet.

Her:HowcanIhelpyou?

Me:Idon'tknowifSfisocalledbutIamatSiya's

schooltofetchhimandIneedtoknowwhich

classhe'sin.



Her:NoonecalledmeandSiyaisnotinschool.

Me:Ohwhy?

Her:Haibostopquestioningme!He'snotin

schoolandyoudidn'tinformmeaboutcoming

tofetchhim.

Me:IamsorrymaIthoughtSfisodid…

Her:Youcan'tburdenyourhusbandwith

everything.Siyaisalsoyoursonandasa

motheryou'vefailedshame.

Shegoesontoinsultmeinthemostcalm

mannerever.Thiswomandoesn'tlikemeatall,



shetoleratesme.Iamsureifitwasuptoher

Sfisoshould'vemarriedagirlwithawealthy

background,onewhowouldhaveborehim

manykidsandstayedathometakingcareof

thekidsandherfamilybaking,cookingand

cleaning.

Igobacktomycarandjustthrowmyheadon

thesteeringwheel.Wheredotheymakethose

niceandlovingmother-in-laws?Lucydrivesme

crazyandhonestlyshe’sabigpartofwhyI

wantedustomovefromhere.Shewouldcome

byourhouseeverydaytoclean,toironSfiso's

clothesandtocook,itwasreallyoffensiveand

whenItriedtoreasonwithher,shewould

alwaysplayvictim.Istartdrivingtoherhouse

whichisaboutthirtyminutesawayfromthe

school.



Iparkoutsideandpressthehooterforherto

comeopenthegateandshecomesout

wearingaverytightdressandstilettos,fora

stayathomeGogoshedressesup.Sheopens

thegateandIdriveinandparkoutsidethe

garage.

Her:Soniceofyoutotakeyourtimetovisitus.

Me:Sawubonama,howhaveyoubeen?

Her:WellIcan'tcomplain,Ilivealonewithmy

grandsonandthewholeworldseemstobe

livingtheirlavishlifeandforgettingthatIexist

soIamgoodLindiwe.

Sheleavesmestandingthereoutsideand

walksintothehouse.



“LordIprayforstrength"

Ifollowherin,thishouseisalwayssospotless,

onewouldeatfromthefloor.

Her:Siya!!!

Shescreamshisname.

Me:Iwillfindhim.

Iwalktothelivingroomandhe'sstillinhis

pyjamasplayingvideogames.

Me:Heynana.



Him:Hellosisi.Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:HawuImissedmyboy.

Him:That'snice.

Me:Siyalookatme.

Him:Nocandosisi,Idon'twanttodie,Iam

alreadyatlevel12andit'sthehighestIhave

been.

Me:Comeonman!

Him:Noletmefinishfirst.



Thisboyisjustlikehisfather.He'sSfiso's

photocopy,hissmile,voiceandbuildjustlike

him.Ileavehimandjoinmy

mother-in-law.Ifindherinthekitchen,she's

cooking.

Her:Don'tjuststandthere,helpmepeel.

Itakethepeelerandstartwiththepotatoes.

Me:Wewantedhimtovisitusthisweekend.

Her:Oh!

Me:Yesma,it'sbeentoolongsowethought

thatyou'llappreciatethebreak.



Her:Youmakeitsoundlikeit'saburden.Ienjoy

raisingmygrandsonandunlikesomepeopleI

know,hemeanseverythingtome.

Ikeepquietbecausereallyhowdoyourespond

tothat.

Her:Leetoldmewhathappened?Thatscarfis

notreallyhidingwell,youshouldbuya

concealer.

Ifixthescarfagain.Leecanneverkeepa

secretespeciallyfromhermom,theirveryclose.

Everythingshedoesisperfectinhermother's

eyesbutthat'showLucyiswithallherkids,she

canneverfaultthem.

Her:Marriageisnoteasyforeveryonebutit's



evenworsewhenthewifeisnotpreparedtodo

everythingtokeepherhusbandhappy.

Me:You'respeakingasifallofthisismyfault.

Her:You'retheonewhodoesn'twanttogive

himkids.Yourefusetobethekindofwifehe

deserves,you'realwayssofocusedonyour

careerandhonestlywhenyousaidyouwanted

togetmarrieditmeantthatyou'recompletely

givingyourselfupforyourhusbandnotthis

21stcenturynonsense.

Ifighttheurgetotellhertogojumpoffacliff

andburyherselfbecauseshe'sisbeingunfair

butIcan'tdothatbecauseshe'sanelderand

mymother-in-law.



Me:Sfisocheatedonme,ma,andthenhitme.

Thatiswronginallanglesandyou'resayingit's

myfault.

Her:Hee!Allmencheatsweety,isn'thowyour

mothergotmarriedtoJake?Soevenwithyour

expensiveweave,yourqualificationsandyour

sexybody,menaremenandtheydon'tbecome

satisfied.

Me:WellIrefusetoacceptthat.Iwon'tbe

forcedtospendmyentirelifewithamanwho

thinksIamnotenough.

Her:Andyethereyouare.

Yho!IwanttostrangleherbutIkeepmy

composureandfinishpeeling.IwishIcouldgo



visitmymom,sinceshe'salsonolonger

workingbutshe'smybiggestcriticandknowing

Leeeveryoneinthefamilyknowswhat

happened.

Me:Pleaseexcuseme.

Iwipemyhandsandgojoinmysonintheliving

room.He'snowplayingadifferentgame.

Me:Sotellmewhyyou'renotatschool.

Him:MasaidifIdon'tfeellikegoingthenIcan

stay.

Me:Areyoufeelingsick?



Him:Nope.

Me:Thenwhyareyounotuptoit?

Him:Someboysaregivingmetrouble,soIgot

intoafightwithoneofthemandhegothurt

reallybadlysoIamsuspendedforaweek.

Me:You'rewhat?

Him:Iamsorrysisi,theykeptonsayinghorrible

things.

Me:HorriblethingslikewhatSiyabonga?

Him:TheysaidIwasuglyandthat'swhyIlive

withMabecausemyparentsdon'twantme.



Thewordspainmemorethantheydotohim

eventhoughsadnessisevidentonhisface

whenheuttersthem.Itakeoffmyshoesand

sitnexttohimonthemat.Ipullhiminmyarms

andIswearmyheartskipsafewbeatsjust

havinghiminmyarmslikethat.

Me:Iloveyousomuchanddon'tletanyonetell

youotherwise.Yourfatherlovesyouevenmore.

Thereasonyoulivehereisbecauseschoolis

muchcloser.

Him:Idon'tmindthedistancebutIwanttolive

withyousisiplease!Idon'twanttogotothat

schoolanymore.

Me:I'lltalktoyourdadandmaandwe'llwork



somethingoutmaybefornextterm.

Him:Thankyou,thankyou!Iloveyoumom.

HekissesmycheekandIblinkawaythetears

inmyeyes.Aboveeverythingelsehestillknows

thatIamhismother.

Me:Gopackyourclothes,you'respendingthe

weekendwithus.

Him:Yay!Ican'twait!

Hegivesmeonelastkissandrunstohisroom.

Itakethattimethinkingabouthisrequest.I

thinkitcanbedonebecausesinceIamnow

handlingtheinternsthenmyhoursarenotthat



badandwecangetsomeonetostaywithhim

afterschool.Iamsureitwillmakebothofmy

favouriteboysveryhappy.

Me:We'llbeonourway.Iamreallythankfulma

foryourhelpespeciallywithSiyabonga,your

supportmeansalottous.

Her:IlovemysonLindiweandallIaskisfor

youtoputhishappinessfirst.Thatwayhe

won'tfeeltheneedtogooutside.Itoldyour

motherthatyouwerenotreadyformarriagebut

shehadotherplansandnowlookwhereweare.

There'ssilencebetweenus,shehasherhands

oneithersideofherwaist.

Her:Anywaywhat'sdoneisdone,soweneedto



workwithwhatwe'vegot.

Ican'tbelievethenerveofthiswoman,Icanbe

abillionairebutinhereyesIwillstillbethat

childthatherfamilypickedupfromthestreets

andfed.Orthedaughterofawomanwhostole

herhusband,sothere'snowinningwithher.

Siyacomestomyrescue,he'srunningwithso

manybagsyou'dswearhe'sneverreturning.

Me:Wewillbeonourwaynow.Trafficgets

prettyjammedupatthistimeandwehaveto

firststopbythehospitaltopickupSfiso.

Sheignoresmeandturnsherattentiontohim.

Her:Iloveyouandneverletanyonetellyou

otherwise.Don'tforgettoprayatnightand



don'tgivesisianddadahardtime.

Siya:Loveyoutooma.

Theyhugandatleastshelovesmyson.Weget

intothecarandtakethelongdriveback.Imiss

mymomandthetripletsbuttheprospectof

beingfeltsorryfororjudgedmakemedecide

againstgoingtoseethem.Todayisallabout

Siya…

Sfiso

Iwatchasthecardisappearsfrommysight

andIcan'thelpthinkingjusthowluckyIam

thatLynnforgaveme,honestlyIexpectedherto

givemeahardtimebutlikealwaysshe

surprisedme.Iwalkinthehospitalandthank



GodPalesaisofftodaybecausethatgirlworks

upmytemper.Igettomyofficeandchange

intomyuniformandstartwithmyrounds,at

leasttodayIgettodischargefourpatients.It's

agreatfeelingbecauseitmeansthatthey

receiveasecondchanceinlifewiththeirloved

ones.

ThepatientIamoperatingontodayisaboythe

sameageasSiya.Hewasdiagnosedwith

hemorrhagicstrokewhichiscausedbyablood

vesselinpartofthebrainthatbecomesweak

andburstsopen,causingbloodtoleakintothe

brain.Hehadbeencomplainingaboutasevere

headacheandthensuddenlycouldn'twalkand

that'swhentheybroughthimin.Hismotherhas

beensleepinghereeverydaysincelastweek,

we'vetriedtoconvincehertogohomeandget

awayfromthisenvironmentbutsherefuses.

Wehadtooperatelastweekbuthisbrainwas



tooswollen,sowe'vebeenadministeringsome

liquidsandputhimintoaninducedcomato

lowerbrainactivity.Yesterdayhewasapproved,

andsotodayhe'sgoingundertheknife.

Ihaveneverfeltsonervousgoingintoasurgery

probablybecausethemotherbeggedmeto

bringhersonbacktoherandshemademe

promise.Partofourfundamentalrulesasa

doctoristoneverpromiseanythingbeyond

yourpowerandthat'slife,wecan'tdecidewho

livesornot.

Isaymyquickprayerasalways,andwashmy

hands,strapinandhereitbegins.Asadoctor

youpanicandstressinsidebutoutsideyou

needtohaveitalltogether,youcan'tcry,you

can'ttremble,oraffordtomakeamistake.The

lifeofanotherpersondependsonyoubeing

sane,vigilantandcalm.



Me:Lightplease.Scalpel.Thankyou.Curettes

please.NursepleasemakesureDrDlaminiis

onstandbyforcloseupandfurthercheckup.

Ifinallygetthroughthescalp,thisisavery

delicateprocedurebecauseIhavetolocatethe

arterythat'sbustedandattempttorepairit.If

youmakeonewrongmoveandcutanerveor

veinthepersonmightbebraindead.LuckilyI

spotthearteryandthebloodisgoingoutata

smallpacebutthebrainwasmadespecialso

anyinconsistencythatoccurscancausemajor

problems.

Me:Ihavefoundthetear,pleasepassmethe

elevators.



Iusethosetotryandliftitupabitsothatwe

cansewwherethere'saholeandboom!The

bloodjuststartssprayingeverywhere,theygave

methewrongtoolandIdidn'tcheckfirst,nowI

havecutitandbloodistravellingeverywhereon

thebrain.Secondslaterit'sallredandyoucan't

misstheheartpiercingsoundoftheflatline.

Me:Bloodyhell.Fuckenshit!

Thatwholedoctorsshouldbecalmnonsense

fliesoffthewindow.Ican'tbelieveachilddied

becauseofmyrecklessness.

Doctor:Timeofdeath2:47pm.

Itakeoffmygloves,maskandscrubsuitthat's

soakedinblood.Achild,someone'schilddied



onmywatch.Isitonthebenchoutside

becausemykneesjustwentweak,howamI

goingtobreakthenewstothemother?

“Shithappensallthetime,wecan'tcontrolfate,

sodon'tbeatyourselfup"

IlookupandIammetbyDrDlamini.He's

standingovermeinhisdoctorsuit.He'sreally

thelastpersonIwanttoseeespeciallywhenI

amfeelingsolow.

Me:Yeah,youwon'tbeneededanymoreso

thankyou.

Him:Areyousure?Becauseyoulookaffected

bythis.Don'tyouwantmetodeliverthenews

tothemother?Iamgoodatthiscomfortingshit.



Nxa!Thisdoghasasmugonhisface.Lynn

gavehimtherighttofeellikehecanwalkover

me.

Me:Dowhatyougottodo.

Ileavehimtheregrinning

Him:AllyouhavetodoisaskDrLephotoIam

alwaysuptocleaningyourmess.

IchosetoactsubtleonthisonebecauseIama

respectedmemberofthemanagementandI

wouldn'twanttolosethatprivilegeovera

bruisedego.

•



•

•

IdecidetotakeashowerbecauseIcan'tattend

anotherpatientinthestatethatIam.Ifind

myselfmoredisappointedandangrythansad

becausethatmotherlovesherchildandI've

justtakentheonethingshelivesforfromher.

TheshowerdooropensandInesenters.Iam

shockedthanmoreanythingelse.Howdidshe

knowwheretofindme?Andmoreimportantly

whosawherfollowmeinhere?

Her:Atleastsomeonemissesme.

She'sreferringtothecucumbersizebonerI

have.Ican'tcontrolmydick,ithasamindofit's

ownandseeingInes'naked,caramel,flawless



bodyinfrontofme,Idon'tblameit.

Me:WhatareyoudoinghereInes?

Her:Shhh.

Shegoesdownandmymindistellingmeto

stopherbutmybodyisinsomestate.She's

movingherhandsupanddown,rubbingmy

penisandIamgroaning,itfeelsincredible.I

closemyeyesandLynn'simagewhenshewas

sittingdownontheshowerfloorshiveringand

sofragileflashesinmymind.

Me:Stop!

Ipushherawayfrommeandshefallsonher



butt.

Her:What'swrongSfiso?

Me:IammarriedInesandIlovemywife.This

hastostop,IamsorryIwastedyourtimebutI

amdone!

Her:You'reafuckendoucheSfiso.Iamnotthat

typeofgirl,youcan'tjusttapandgo.Nobruh!It

doesn'tworklikethatcertainlynotwhereI

comefrom.

Me:Nowyou'rejustbeingcrazy.Youknewwhat

wehadwasjustpurefun,nostringsattached

remember?Sodon'tmesswithme.



Her:Funwasthefirsttimeinyourofficebutthe

dinnersandsleepoversthatmeantshittome

sodon'tyoudarethinkIwilljustletyougo.

Me:Ines…

Ifeelsodefeated,Iwillneverunderstandhow

womenwork.Iammarriedandsheknows,she

knewfromthefirstnightthatIwasnever

leavingmywife.

Her:YousaidIshouldwaitforyouandsoIwill.

Tellmewhenthedustsettlesbecauseyou're

clearlynotthinkingstraight.

Shepecksmylipsandstepsout.WhathaveI

done?Thisgirlseriouslyisnotmentallywellif

shethinksIwillleavemywifeforher.



Ifinishtakingtheshoweranddressupinmy

casualclothes.Ihearmyphoneringandluckily

it'sjustwhenIentermyoffice.IknowIam

walkingonthiniceandanunansweredcallwill

justaddonherinsecurities.

Me:Mylove.

Her:Heywe'recloseby.Howfarareyoufrom

knockingoff?

Me:Iamdonenow.I'llwaitforyouatthestaff

gate.

Her:Areyouokaydaddy?Yousoundsodown.



Me:I'lltellyouaboutit.Focusontheroad.

ShehangsupandIrealisejusthowmuchIhave

missedher.Itakemythingsandwalktothe

gate.Siyabongagetsoutofthecarandrunsto

mebeforethecarfullystops.

Me:Uzofaboy!

Him:Idon'tcareIamjustsohappytoseeyou.

Thatjustmeltsmyheart.Ilovethisboywithmy

entireheartandnothingsaddensmethanhim

growingawayfromme.

Me:Imissyoutooboy.Comelet'sgoeat!



Ihavemyarmaroundhisshoulderandhe'stall

now.Helookssomuchlikemeit'sfreaky,Ifeel

likeIamlookingatayoungerversionofmyself.

Me:Heymom!

Sherollshereyesandwebothsmile.

Her:Heydaddy.Comelet'sgetoutofhere.

IhelpSiyastrapinatthebackandIkisshis

forehead.Ilookathimforonelasttimeandit's

beensolongsincewe'vespenttimetogetheras

afamilyandIloveit.

Me:Sohow'sma?



Her:Thatwomanisaspecialcaseshame.

Me:Baby!

Her:Yho!Sfisoyourmom.Mhh!Letmenotsay

anything.Howdidthesurgerygo?

Me:Welostthepatientduetobrain

haemorrhage.Itwasjustaboysameageas

Siya,themotherisasingleparentandhewas

anonlychild.Itwasjustadisaster,Icameso

closetocrying.

Her:IamsorrybabybutIamsureyoudidyour

best.Musthavebeendifficultbreakingthe

newstoher.



Me:Yourboyfriendofferedtodoit.

Her:Mhhh?

Me:DrDlamini,yourboyfriend.

Her:Oskaphapha.(Don'tbeforward)

Me:Hahahaumuntuwakhovele!

Siya:Sisiareyounotmarriedtodaddy?

Her:Iamnana.

Siya:Butyoualsohaveaboyfriend?



Her:Askyourfathernana.

Me:Iamherboyfriendandhusbandboy.

Him:Soyou'reDrDlaminiandDrLephoto?

LynnissuppressingalaughandIamjust

caughtinthemix,thesekidsaskalotof

questions.

Me:Whatdoyouwanttoeatboy?

Idecidetochangethetopicbecausethere'sno

wayIamsayingthatIamDrDlamini.

Him:Spur!



Hesaysinaverycheerfulvoice.

Me:Spuritisthen.Mylove.

Her:HaiyaCaptain!!!

She'ssohappyconsideringthemoodthis

morning.Itfeelsgreattobearoundherand

Siyalikethis,IjusthopeInesgotthemessage

andbacksoffbecauseIamnotabouttolose

this...

Thanksfortheshares,thelikesand

comments

Chapter10



Lindiwe

“Mynana”

Heshakeshishead,closinghiseyesand

laughing.It'sSiyawearevideocalling.

Siya:Nomom!Itoldyoutostopcallingme

nana.Iamnotababyanymore.

It'sbeenthreeweekssincethatdayhecameto

visitus.Heendedupspendingtheentireweek

hewassuspendedfromschoolwithusandit

wasjustamazing.Thiskidisenergeticand

inquisitive,hekeptSfisoandIonourtoes.We

couldn'tevengossipabouthimbecausehe

knowsallthelanguageswespeak:Sesotho,



IsiZulu,XhosaandEnglish.Iendeduptaking

leaveforthatwholeweekandbeingastayat

homemomwasn'tasbadasIimagined.Sfiso

wouldgotoworkwithahealthypackedlunch,I

hadplentyoftimetocook,cleanandspend

timewithSiya.WeevenwenttoGoldReefCity

andhelovedeveryride,itwasjustpurebliss.

Sincethevisitwevideocalleverydayafter

schoolandsometimesatnightbeforehe

sleeps.

Me:You'llalwaysbemybabysoaslongas

you'remineIwillcallyoumynana.

Him:HahahaIguessIamyournanathen.

Me:Goodboy!Sohowwasschool?



Him:Boring,butatleastnineteendaysleft!

Wetalkedwiththeprincipalabouttheincident

ofbullyingandaskedforatransfer,luckilywe

foundspaceataprivateschoolnearthe

hospital,hestartsnextterm.It'sawellknown

andprestigiousschool,abitexpensivebutifit

meanshavingmyboyshappythenit'sworthit.

Me:Hah!Someone'scounting.

Him:Ican'twaitsisi,Imeanmom.

Sfisoreprimandedhimoncallingmesisieven

thoughformeitwasnotabigdealbecauseit's

thesameasotherkidswhocalltheirparentsby

theirnames.



Me:Wellwecan'twaittoo.Imissyousomuch.

Him:Imissyoutoo,where'sdad?

Me:He'ssomewherearoundthehospital.

Him:Okaygreethimforme,maiscallingfor

me.

Me:Iloveyou.

Him:Loveyoutoomom.

Icannevergetenoughofhearingthosewords.

SpendingthattimewithSiya,madesomething

growinsideme.Idon'tknowhowtoputitbutit

mademefeellikeIwasready.Iwasreadytobe



afulltimemotherandhopefullybecomea

housewifeinthefuture.JustseeingSfisoso

happyandhisrelationshipwithourson,I

realisedhowselfishIhavebeen.Iletmyfears

ofraisinghimlikethewayIgrewupgetinthe

wayoflovingmychildthewayamothershould.

Thereisstillalongwaytogobeforewe'rea

perfectfamilybutwe'vebeenfightingforus.

WegetSiyaeveryweekendandeveryThursday

liketonightwegoondates,justthetwoofus.

We'realsoseeingsomeonethat'shelpingus

withcommunicationskillsinourmarriage.It's

justbabystepsbutwe'redeterminedtorekindle

ourlove.

There'saknockonthedooranditsnapsme

outofit.

“Goodafternoon,DrLephoto”



Ilookupandit'sthemarriagewreckerherself.

Thisgirlhasthegutstostepintomyofficeor

evencomeanywherenearme.She’sbeen

sendingmepicturesofherandSfiso,some

naked,othersinhotels,sheevensentmeasex

tape.Ubonzima!Beingawomanishard.Sfiso

expectedmenottoreacttoanyofthepictures,

hewouldalwaysjustsay“don'tentertainthat

girlLynn,she'scrazy"buthisgroansinthat

videoareveryvividinmymind.

Me:HowcanIhelpyouMsNaime?

Her:YoucancallmeInes.

Me:Idon'tknowyoulikethatsoMsNaime

soundsappropriate.SohowmayIassistyou?



Her:It'sabouttheinternprogramme.

Me:Yes

MybloodisalreadyonboilingpointandIam

justwaitingforhertouttersomenonsenseand

she'llknowme.

Her:IhaveseenmanyinternsrotatebutIam

stillstuckwiththesamedoctor.Ibelievethat's

unfairandIdemandtoknowwhy.

Me:What'syourpositionhere?

Her:Pardonme



Me:You'reaninternhereandIamadoctor

who'salsoyoursupervisorsopleaseremember

yourposition.You'llstaywithDrMarleneuntil

anotherDoctorisavailableifnotthenthe

hospitalwillbeforcedtoletyougo.

Her:That'sjustwrong,you'reusingyour

positioninawrongwaythat'swhyIfeellikeDr

Mnguniwasdoingabetterjobthanyouandall

theotherinternsfeelsotoo.

Me:Oh!

Her:Yesyou'realwaysabsentandyou'rebiased

andyoucan'tseparateyourpersonalopinion

fromyourprofessionalone.Idon'tknowif

you'refitfortheposition.



Me:Ohcomeon!Justbecauseyou'vetasted

myhusband'sdickitdoesn'tmakeyouan

expertonthingsespeciallynotmylifesoback

off.Ifyouhaveanythingtosaydon'thide

behindpettycomplaintsandcomestraightand

saywhatyouwant.

ShesmirksandIamlookingatherdeadlyinthe

eyes,she'sinthelion'sdenandinherenoone

isallowedtomesswithme

Her:YourtimeisupLindiwe.Ihavebeenpatient

enoughbutyoureallyneedtoletgoofSfiso.He

doesn'tloveyouatleastnotthewayheloves

me,you'restandingbetweenhimandour

happiness.

Me:Wow!Hee!Yaziyou'recrazystruu!Sfisois

myhusbanduntilhedecidesotherwiseso



you'retheonewhoneedstobackoff.Don'tyou

havesomeprideinyourselfasawoman.You're

stillyoungandIamsurethereareothermen

thatarenotmarried,youcanputyourclawson

them.Stopbeingdesperatehoe.

Her:Youcaninsultmeallyouwantbutit

doesn'tchangethefactthatSfisoismineand

yourmarriageisover.Sospareyourselfthe

heartacheandletgo.

Me:Findyourselfamanorbetteryetfocuson

yourstudies.SfisoismyhusbandandGodwill

neverblessyouwithanotherwoman’shusband.

Her:GoodthingIdon'tbelieveinGod.Don'tsay

Ididn'twarnyou.



Shewinksatmebeforesheturnsaroundand

swaysherbigcurvesandbutt.Ifeelsoangry

andhurtatthesametimebecauseSfiso

managedtomakethisgirlbelievethatshe

meantmoretohimthanafling.Ithrowawayall

thepapersonthetabledownandIfeellike

breakingdownandcryingbutthatwon'thelp

solveanything.IjustwishSfisowilldealwith

thismessthathe'sbroughtintoourhousehold.

Sfiso

Idon'tknowhowlongit'sbeensinceIhave

beenthishappyinmymarriage.Mywifeisjust

amazingguys.She'sbeensounderstanding

anddoingherbesttomakeuswork.Cherryon

topwaswhenwedecidedthatit'stimewelive

withSiya.Thatboywillturnmetoanoldman

soon,theamountofquestionsheasks,he's



veryobservantandplayfulbutIwouldn'ttrade

anyofitformillions.Wehadtohaveaserious

talkabouthimaddressingLynnassisi,Ihave

neverbeencomfortablewithitbutmymom

promotedit.TheconflictbetweenherandLynn

isoneIhavelearnedtoignore,theyjusthadto

learntolivewitheachother.

Tonightisdatenightandthosearejust

amazing.Although,thisisthethirdonethey've

hadsuchahugepositiveimpactonour

marriage.Thesexisonanotherlevel,she's

boughtplentyoflingerieandtoysjusttospiceit

upandI'vejustrealisedhowstupidIhadbeen

tocheatonawomansuchasher.Talkingabout

cheating,Ineshasbeenapainintheass.This

womanhasbeentryingtogetmetonoticeher

everychanceshegets.Shescratchedmycar,

alwaysbringsmelunchbutwhatpissedmeoff

themostishersendingLynnasextapethatI



didn'tknowexisted.Shethreatenedmesaying

thatifIdidn'tsleepwithheronelasttimeshe

wouldsendittoLynn,soItoldhertogoahead.

Ithoughtshewasbluffingbutturnsoutthat

onenightIwasdrunkshefilmedme.IaskedLu

tohelpmedeleteitandluckilyformemy

brother-in-lawisanITgenious.

Iamjustdoingroundstoday,nomajor

surgeries.TurnsoutDlaminididn'tpullany

tricksthatday,hehelpedmeinlettingthe

motherknowwhathappenedbutIknowhe's

goingtowantsomethinginreturnjustamatter

oftime.Lynnisgoinghomein15minutes,

beinginternprogrammedirectorcomeswithits

pecks,bestofthemallisknockingoffearly.So

Idecidetocheckuponherbeforeshedeparts.

“MaLephoto"



IexpecthertosmilebackatmebutIreceivea

blankstareandshecontinuestypingonher

laptop.

Me:Okaycomeoutwithit!WhathaveIdone

now?

Her:Yourhoewashere.

Me:That'snotfair.

Her:It'snotfairSfiso?Thisgirlcametomy

officeandinsultedme.Myphoneisfullof

nudes,sexvideos,threatsandyouwanttotalk

aboutfair?



Eish!WhatwasIdoingwithInesinthefirst

placemara?Shedoesn'twanttobackoff

becauseshe'ssomehowmanagedtoconvince

herselfthatmeandherbelongtogether.

Me:Ireallydon'tknowwhattodoanymore.You

saidIshouldstayawayfromherbabyandIdid.

Ipromiseyou.Thisgirljustdoesn'twanttolet

go.Pleasedon'tbemadatmeIhateit.

Him:Iamnotmadatyou,Iamangryaboutthis

situationyou'veputusin.Theremustbe

somethingyoupromisedherorshewouldn'tbe

soadamantthatyoubelongtoher.

Me:Idon'tknowhowmanytimesIshouldtell

youthatIbrokethingswithherimmediately

afterthatnight.Ijustdon'tknowhee.



Ithrowmyselfonthecouchnexttohertable.I

reallydon'tknowhowtomakeInesbackoffifI

ambannedfromspeakingtoher.

Her:She’spsycho.

Me:IknowandifIcouldturnbackthetimeI

wouldbut…

Her:Hai!NaweSfiso.

Me:IknowandIamsorrybaby.

Her:Sowhat'sthesurprisetonight?



Ikeepquietbecausethiswholethingjust

stressesmealot.

Her:Stopsulking.

Me:IjustloveyousomuchandIdon'twantto

loseyouespeciallywhenweareslowlygetting

backtous.

Her:IknowandIloveyoutoo.Thisisjust

irritatingbecauseweallworktogetherand

there'snothingIhatemorethanofficedrama.

Me:IknowandIamsureitwillbeoversoon.

She'sboundtogiveup.

Her:Sotonight?



Me:It'sasurpriseandIamnotsayinganything

furtherjustlookglamorous.

Her:Glamorouscasualorglamorousformal.

Me:Glamorousformal.

Her:Ihopeit'sagoodonebecauseyouhaveto

showmehowsorryyouare(Inod)Nowcome

kissme.

Me:Youdon'thavetoaskmetwice.

Istandfromthecouch,pullherinmyarmsand

Ikissthelivinglightsoutofher.WhenIlether

goshelosesbalance.



Me:DamnIloveyou.

Her:Iloveyoutoo.

Me:Ineedtogoback.

Her:IknowandIcan'twaitfortonight.

Ipeckherlipsonemoretimeandholdher

tightlyinmyarms.Ijusthopesheknowsjust

howmuchshemeanstome.

•

•

•

IgobacktodoingmyroundsandIspotInes



entertheinterndorms.IknowLynnsaidI

shouldwalkawaybutIcan'tjustwatchher

destroymylifelikethat.

Me:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?

Shedoesn'tevenacknowledgeme,she's

packingupherthings.Igrabherarmandlook

herdeadlyintheeyes.Ijustwanttostrangle

thelifeoutofherbutsomeonewalksin,soIlet

go.Sheleavesmestandingtherewithherbag

inhandbutIquicklyfollowhertotheparkinglot.

Inesissostubbornanddoesn'tgiveafuck

whatothersthinkabouther.Shelivesinher

ownlittleworld.Shepressesthekeystoher

HyundaiI20andIpullherarmasshe'saboutto

enterthecar.

Me:Doyouwanttofuckwithme?



Her:Justleavemealone.

Me:What'swrongwithyou?Doyouhaveany

ideahowmuchdramayou'vecausedinmy

marriage?

Her:Youpromisedmeheavenandnowyou

can'tdeliver?You'retheonewho'scrazyifyou

thinkIamjustgoingtodisappear.

Me:Youareclearlyjustadesperatebitchthat

preysonmarriedmenandifyouthoughtyou

weregoinguptheladderusingmethenyou've

chosenthewrongman.

Her:FuckyouSfisoandIdon'twantyourfucken

money.



Me:WellthankshoneybecauseIplanon

fuckingmywifethewholenighttonight.

Sheopensthecardoor,fiddlesinherbagand

thenrollsdownthecarwindow.

Her:Here'ssomethingtotalkaboutduringyour

pillowtalk.

Shethrowsmeastickanditfallsdown.She

drivesawayquickly.Ipickitupwithshaky

hands,it'saClearbluepregnancytestandit's

written5weeks.Iamfucked!

Iamgoingtobeabletopostonlyfourtimesa



week

Chapter11

Sfiso

“Fuck!Fuck"Ikickthetyresofthecarnextto

me.Ilookatthepregnancytestonemoretime

andthentheroad.Ireallywanttogetintomy

carandfollowherbehindtogetanswersbutI

havethiswholedinnerthingwithLynn.Damnit!

IfthisistruethenIshouldjustforgetaboutmy

marriage,Lynnisdefinitelygoingtoleaveme.I

messedupbigtime.FuckInesforlyingtome

abouttakingthecontraceptivesandIamso

stupidtojusttakeherwordforit.IguessIwas

tooconsumedbytheadrenalinethatcomes



withcheatingthatIcompletelyforgotaboutthe

outcomes.Iwantkidsandplentyofthembut

definitelynotwithInesthatgirliscrazyandI

wouldn'twanttobestuckwithherfortherest

ofmylife.ThisisgoingtokillLynn,Iwouldn't

blameherifsheleftbutIneedher,Idon't

imaginelivingmylifewithouther.

MypagerringsandIwalkbackintothehospital.

Myemotionsareallovertheplacebutone

that'striumphantisfear.IamscaredthatInes

mightreallybepregnant.Iamscaredtoaskher

toabortthechildbecauseIwouldn'twanttokill

myownchild.IamscaredthatLynnisnottoo

strongtohandlethisandIamtooweaktokeep

seeingherhurtoverandoveragainespecially

sinceIamthecauseofherpain.Iamscared

thatIamtooattachedtolethergo.Iamtoo

selfishbecauseIamwillingtofighthertolove

meeventhoughIdon'tdeserveherlove.



Me:Whopagedme?

Palesa:DrLephotosaidIshouldremindyou

whenyourshiftisabouttoend.Shesaidyou

shouldn'tkeepherwaiting.

She'ssmilingsowidely,PalesaidolizesLynnso

much.

Me:Thankyou.Letmecheckmylastpatient

andthenIamoutofhere.

Her:Sowhereareyoutakingher?

Me:Aspecialplaceandthat'sallIamwillingto

say.



Iamsmilingbutyeermyheartispounding.

Therearesomanythoughtsroamingthrough

mymindbuttonightisallaboutmywife.First

thingtomorrowmorningIwilldealwiththisInes

issue.IknowIshouldprobablytellLynnwhat's

happeningbutIamtoomuchofacoward,I

wouldn'twanttolosemywifeoversomethingI

amnotcompletelysureof.

Icheckonthelastpatientandalliswell,Iam

goodtogo.Afewmonthsago,Ioperatedona

farmownerwhoownsaranchontheoutskirts

ofJohannesburgandheofferedtocaterforme

whenIwouldloveto.SoItookhimonhisoffer

andthat'swhereIamtreatingmyqueentonight.

Ihavebeenplanningthisnightforaweeknow

andIwon'tletthishorribleincidentgetinthe

wayofthisperfectnight.



Lindiwe

ItakeonelasttwirlandIlookstunningifIhave

tosaysomyself.Iamwearingathighlength

slitmaroondresswithanopenbackmatched

withgoldheelsandgoldjewellery.Ihopeit's

glamorousenoughformyhusband.We'vebeen

throughsomuchtogether,ourmarriagehas

underwentthetestandIamthankfulthatwe

passedandnowwecanstartagainwithour

lives.We'vedonesomuchharmtoeachother

thatbystanderswouldsuggestthatwesplitup

butwe'retryingtomendthebrokenpieces

becauseunderneathallthepainwe'rejusttwo

soulsthatloveeachotherandunabletoseelife

withouttheother.Iguessthat'stheessenceof

marriageweighingthegoodoverthebadand

choosingtostayevenwhenthegoinggets

tough.



ImakemyselfasnackwhileIwaitforSfisoto

comeandfetchmearound6pm.You'dswearI

amgoingonafirstdatethewayIamall

nervousandmystomachisturning.Ihearthe

doorbellringandIwonderwhoitisbecauseI

amnotexpectinganyoneexceptifSfisolefthis

keysatworkwhichisverytypicalofhim.

Me:Didyouleaveyourkeysagain?

Isayopeningthedoorwidely.Iamsurprisedto

bemetbyastrongbuildmanwearingatuxedo.

Me:MayIpleasehelpyou?

Him:GoodeveningMrsLephoto,Iwillbeyour

drivertonight.



Me:Forreal?

Him:Atleastthat'swhatIhavebeenhiredtodo

sobyaSfisoLephoto.

Me:Toescortme?

Him:Yesma'am

Iwatchalotofcrimeandinvestigationshows

sothere'snowayIamgoingwithastranger

anywhere.SoItakeoutmyphoneandtrytocall

Sfisoandittakesmestraighttovoicemail.

Him:Heretakethis.Hedidsayyouwerea

stubbornlady.



ItakethesmallwhiteenvelopefromhimandI

seemyhusband'swritingonit.

**Don'tgivethemanahardtime.Iam

waiting**

IplacethenoteonmyheartandIcan'thelpbut

getexcitedaboutwhatawaitstonight.

Me:Letmegetmyhandbag.

Irushtothediningroomandgrabmybagand

keys.ThedriveropensthebackdoorandIfeel

reallyspecialnow.

Me:Anyideaaboutwherewegoing?



IaskbecauseIhavebeeninthiscarforlonger

thanthirtyminutes.

Him:Almostthere.

Weturnintothislongdriveway,lookslikewe're

atafarm.Westopoutsidethisbigredbarnthat

hasaredcarpetgoinginside.Thedriveropens

mydoorandleadsmetotheentrance.

Him:AndthisiswhereIend,pleaseenjoy.

Theplaceisbeautifullydecoratedwithlights

frompumpkinsandcandles.Theflooris

coveredinaredcarpetandthere'satablefor

twointhemiddleandsoftmusicplaying.Sfiso

standsupfromthetablewhenheseesme,he

looksabsolutelyhandsomeinanavyslimsuit.I



amoneoftheluckyones,Igotthebrains

infusedwiththebeauty.

HeopensthechairformeandIamhonestly

surprisedbecauseSfisohasneverbeenonefor

romanticsettingsandthisrightherelookslike

adatefromtheBachelor.Mywordsarefailing

tocompletelycapturethebeauty,serenityand

majesticfeelofthisplace.

Him:MrsLephotoissonicetobeinyour

presence.

Me:Ohain'tweformal?

Him:Imissedyou.



Me:It'sbeenonlyafewhoursbutImissyou

too.Ican'tbelieveyouplannedallofthis.

Him:Betterbelieveitbecauseit'sallforyou.

Me:Iloveyousomuch.

Sfiso

“IloveyouevenmoreandIwantyoutoknow

justhowsorryIamforalmostruiningus.”

Her:Shh!That'sinthepastandIhaveforgiven

youandIjustwantustomoveonfromthis

nightmareandfocusongettingoursonback

andpossiblyhavingmorechildren.



Me:Morechildren!

Iamsurethatthat'snothowImeantforitto

comeoutbutthementionofkidssendsmy

heartstraightintothepitofmystomach.“I

mightbehavingachildbutnotwithyou”that's

whatIwanttosaybutmyminddoesn'tallow

me.Ihavetoomuchtolosejustbyuttering

thosewordssoIamnottakingthatgambleat

leastnottonight.

Her:IwenttoseeDrMarleneandshe’swilling

tohelpusassoonaswe'reready.

Me:That'sgreatnews.

Wecontinuetoconverseaboutourday,

patients,Siyabongaandhimmovingthisside,



healreadyhashisownroomsowewon'tbe

needinganinteriordesigner,wespeakabout

ourmarriageandwhatwentwrongandwhat's

keptustogetherallthistime.We'renotsuper

spiritualbutLynnbelievesthatwhatwehaveis

yokedbyJehovahandnoonecanseparateus

unlessweallowthemto.Thathitshome

becauseIbroughttroubleintoourmarriageand

thetroublemightbeheretostay.

Me:Howisthefood?Iaskedittobeprepared

exactlyhowyouloveit.

It'slamb,creamyspinach,butternutandGreek

salad,hercheatmeal.

Her:It'sunbelievable.Thankyoumylove.



Wekeepquietforawhilejustlisteningtomusic,

it'sclassicandoldRnBandsoulmusic.Ican't

evenlookatherintheeyeswithoutguilt

washingoverme.Thisistheworstkindof

betrayal.

Her:Iseverythingwell?

Iwipeawaytheteardropthatmanagesto

escapemyeyes.

Me:IamsosorryLynn.

Her:What'swrongSfiso?Iamstartingtoget

worried.

Me:It'snothing.Comedancewithme.



Ipulloutofthechairandtakeherhand.There's

amimicofastageontheleftsideofourdinner

table.Iknowshe'snotgoingtoletitgoand

that'sevidentfromherfacialexpressions.I

bringherintomyarmsandthepossibilityof

thisbeingourlastnighttogetherismakingmy

kneesweakbecauseIknowshe'llleaveifthis

pregnancyexist.

Me:IloveyousomuchLynnandIneverwantto

livewithoutyou.Everydayofthepast15years

spentwithyouhasbeenthemostpreciousand

Iknowithasn'tbeenaneasyroadbutIwouldn't

changeathingbecauseIwouldratherbenext

toyouwithabrokenheartthananywhereelse

happyalone.MaLephotoyou'retheonly

residenceinmyheartandIwillneverstop

apologisingformakingyoubelieveotherwise.

Givemeyourhand.Doyouhearthat?Itonly



beatslikethatforyouandnoother.

Ihaveheronehandonmychestandone

aroundmywaist.She'scryingandIamatthe

brinkofalsocrying.IknowImessupalotbutI

haveneverdoubtedhowIfeelaboutLindiwe.I

lovedherfromsinceshewas12yearsoldand

eventodayallIwishistoprovideherwith

happiness,loveandprotection.Ifailedherand

it'ssomethingI'llalwayshatemyselffor,Ifailed

tomakeherenough.

Her:IloveyoutoobabyandIamsorryfor

neglectingyou.Iamalwayssoafraidoflosing

youthatIwasn'tawarethatmyfearspushed

youaway.Iamgoingtotryharderandharderto

bethewifethatyoudeservebecauseyou'rea

goodmanSfiso.Grantedyoudon'talways

makethewisestdecisionsbutIknowyou'll



neverhurtmedeliberatelyandthat'swhyit'sso

easytoforgivebecauseIknowthatyou'lldo

anythingtosafeguardmyheart.

AtthispresentmomentIwishIcanturnback

thehandsoftimeandrelivethatdayIwentwith

Lebototheclub.IwishIhadjustwenthome

withmywifeandallofthiswouldbea

nightmarethatIcanjustwakeupfrom.

IbrushmylipsoverhersandIpourevery

emotionintoit.AllIwantistosobloudly

becausemyhearttellsmethatastormis

comingandwe'renotgoingtosurvivethistime.

IamwillingtofightbutIdon'tthinkshe'sgot

anystrengthleftinhertofightagain.Thekiss

isanappealfrommethatshestayswithme

evenifInesispregnant,Iamappealingtoher

spirittobestrongenoughwhenthesenews



break,Iamappealingtoherhearttonotevict

meandIamappealingtoGodtosavemy

marriage.

Me:Listentothelyricsofthissongandyou'll

understandjusthowIfeel.

Iamnowholdingherinmyarms,she'sshort

andtinysoshefitsperfectlyintothem.

•

•

•

HowDoILive:LeAnnRimes

HowdoIgetthroughonenightwithoutyou

IfIhadtolivewithoutyou

Whatkindalifewouldthatbe

OhIneedyouinmyarms,needyoutohold



Youaremyworld,myheart,mysoul

Ifyoueverleave

Babyyouwouldtakeaway

Everythinggoodinmylife

Andtellmenow

HowdoIlivewithoutyou?

Iwanttoknow

HowdoIbreathewithoutyou?

Ifyouevergo

HowdoIever,eversurvive

HowdoI,howdoI,ohhowdoIlive

Withoutyou

Therewouldbenosuninmysky



Therewouldbenoloveinmylife

There'dbenoworldleftforme

AndI,baby,Idon'tknowwhatIwoulddo

I'dbelostifIlostyou…

•

•

•

Me:There'snomewithoutyouLynn.

Her:IknowandIfeelthesamebutIamhereto

staybabysoyoudon'thavetoworryaboutthat.

Me:Evenifitgetsharddoyoupromisetostay?

Her:Ipromise.



Iwilldefinitelyholdhertothispromisebecause

thingsareabouttogethard...

Thankyoufor6000+likes

Chapter12

Sfiso

“HeydidIwakeyouup?”Ihavejustinserted

twofingersinhisvaginaandIamarousedby

thesoundscomingfromherasshewakesup

fromsleep.Iknowshe'srestingbutIcan'thelp

myself,Lynn’svaginaaddictive.

Her:AahSfiso!!



Igroanloudasshespreadsherlegsopenand

makeswayformymembertogodeeperinto

her.Herwallsarehuggingittightlyandit's

freakingamazing.Wearrivedhomearound12

amandwemadelovetheentirenightbutIcan't

getenoughofmywife.

Me:Turnaroundformebaby.

Iholdherhipsandturnhertheotherwayand

placemyoneleginbetweenhersandenterher.

Yesses!Thispositionhasmespeakingin

tonguesbecauseofhowdeepIcangoin.She

reachesanorgasmandtheliquidscomingfrom

heractsasalubricateasIkeepgoinginand

out,slow,thenfast,gentleandthenrough.Ican

dothisallday,it'slikeeatingmyfavourite

dessert.



Her:BabyIcan'tanymore,it'ssoreSfiso.

Me:Okaylove,bestrongformeIamalmost

there.

Ipullherupandmakeherlooktheotherway,

doggiestyle.Lookingatherbuttwiggle,sends

meovertheedgeandIcan'thelpbutspankand

grabitwithbothhands.

Her:Aaahhhh!Yesss!

Me:FuckbabeIamabouttocum.Ahhh!

Ithrustintoherwithallmymightandmybody

goesintoatranceasIshootintoher.Idon'tpull

outyetinsteadIholdherfromtheback.We



stayinthatpositionforsometimeandallthat's

runningthroughmymindisthatthere'snowayI

amlettinghergo.

Her:Wow!SowhatdidIdotogetsuchmorning

glory?

Me:Allofthisjustbecauseyouwerebornyou.

Her:Ncoaah!Youknowunderneathallthis

masculinityliesaverysweetman,DrLephoto.

Me:Sweet?Mina?Spilo?

Her:Hahaha!Haven'theardthatnameinforever.

Me:Usedtodriveyoucrazy.



Her:Iwon'tsaymuchhaschanged.

Me:Saywhat?

Istartticklingherandshefreesherselffrom

meandrunstothebathroom.Irunafterher

andweenduphavinganothersteamyroundof

sexintheshower.

•

•

•

Her:Doyoureallyneedtogo?

Me:Unfortunatelynotallofusareintern

directors.



Her:TothinkIdidn'twantthejobandnowIam

justgratefulthatItookit.

Me:Wellit'sagreatjobbutIwoulddieifIhad

todealwiththoseinterns.

Her:They'renotbadjustthatnutcaseofyours.

Me:Don'tstarttuu!

ShecovershermouthwithbothhandsandI

cantellshe'sjuststoppingthelaughterfrom

bursting.Ijustshakemyheadandcontinue

tyingmyshoelaces.Wehavebreakfast

togethernothingspecialjustcerealandjuice.

Me:Iloveyouandgetsomerest.



Her:Afterallthatyou'vedonetome,Ineedthe

rest.

Me:Morelikewhatyou'vedonetome,Jesus

woman!Wheredoyoulearnallthesemoves?

Her:Ihaveaprivatetutor.

Me:I'llkillyouLindiwedon'tplaylikethat.

Shestickshertongueoutandrollshereyes.

Me:IloveyouandIamgoingtobebackabit

latebutwe'lltalkwhenIamfree.



Her:Okaylove.Iloveyouandenjoyyourday.

Ikissherontheforeheadandwalktomycar.I

getinanddrivetoHydeHeights.Istopfirstbya

chemistnearwhereshelives,Iamanervous

wreckasIpurchasethepregnancytests

“Howmanydoyouwant?”

Me:MayIpleasehavefive?

ShescanseachoneandIpaywithcash

becauseLynnandIhaveajoinedaccountsoI

don'twantanytrace.Idrivetotheapartments

andcallherassoonasIparkoutside.This

placeishighlysecuredsoyouneedtocallthe

personyou'revisitingsothattheycanbuzzyou

in.



Me:OpenupIamatthegate.

Her:WhatdoyouwantSfiso?

Me:Don'tmesswithmeInes!Openthisgate

instantly.

Her:Nxa!

Shedropsthecall.Iwanttoscreamand

stranglesomeone.ScrewInes!She'stheone

whogotusinthismessandnowIhaveto

chaseafterher.Iwaitforaboutfifteenminutes

andfinallysomeoneemerges,it'soneofthe

residents.



Me:Eita!Iamlookingformygirlfriendandshe's

notfeelingwellsoIboughthersome

medicationbutshe'snotpickingup.

Ishowhimthebrownpaperbagfromthe

chemist.

Him:Youdon'tlooklikeaserialkillersoIguess

youcancomein.

Me:Thanksman.

Him:YoucancallmeKayC

Me:Yahsure.

IenterandgostraighttoBlockDroom115.I

takeadeepbreathinandoutbeforeIopenthe



doorandyesIhaveakey,shegavetomeon

our“oneweekanniversary”.Yho!LookingbackI

nowrealisethatthisgirlexhibitedsomecrazy

behaviourbutIwastoocaughtupinthepussy

tonotice.

Her:Youcan'tjustcomeherelikeit'syour

house.

Me:Strip!

Her:Fuckyou!

Me:Inesyou'regoingtopeeoneachoneof

thesestrips.Idon'tcareifIhavetoforceyouto

doit.



Her:Idon'thavetodoshitforyou.Youdumped

me.

Me:WewerenotdatingsohowdoIdump

someonewhowasn'tmineinthefirstplace?

Lalelasisi,Iwasneveryours,Iammarried

damnit!

Sheslapsmeanddamnitstings.Iholdboth

herhandsandIfeellikefuckingherbrainsout

butthat'snothappeningbecauseI'velearntmy

lesson.She'sstubborn,fierceandchallenges

me.

Her:WhatdoyouwantfrommeSfiso?

Me:Who'stestwasthat?



Her:Whattest?

Me:Whydoyouinsistonmakinglifedifficult

forme?Areyoupregnantornot?

Her:Iampregnant.

Me:Thentakethestupidtests.Proveit!

Shetakesthemoutoftheboxandturnstogo

tothebathroom.She'swearingatightlacebum

shortandabra.Fuck!Thisgirlhasabodyfor

days,onethat'scapableofbringingmentotheir

kneesandoverthrowkingdomsbutIamnot

hereforthatsoIneedtogetmymindclear.

Me:NoIneedtoseeyoudoit.



Her:ReallySfiso?WherewouldIgettheurine?

OrdoyouthinkIstolesomefromthehospital?

Me:Iwouldn'tputitpastyou.

Shegivesmethemiddlefinger,fetchesa

bucket,rinsesitandpees.Sheinsertsinthe

bucketthetestsoneatatimewithasmugand

shethrowsallofthematmyfeet.Iamso

consumedbythetwolinesclearlyvisibleonall

fiveteststhatittakestimetoregisterthatshe's

sobbing.IlookatherandIamovercomebyso

manyfeelingsIjustdon'tknowwheretogo

fromhere.

Me:Youliedtome.



Iwhisper.

Me:Youfuckenliedtomeyoubitch!You

trickedme!

Her:Sfisostop

.

IchargetowardsherandIdon'tknowwhether

tokillherormyself.Imadeherpregnant.I

fuckenmadeachildoutsidemymarriage.What

doesthatteachSiya?Thatit'sokaytohurtthe

oneyouclaimtolovewrong.Imoveandshe

flincheshidingherbelly.Iwanttotouchitand

connectwithitbutit'sdoesn'tfeelright,it'snot

ablessingbutacurseouttodestroymy

marriage.

Me:IamsorrybutIcan't.



Her:Sfisostop!

Sheblocksthedoor.

Her:Iloveyouokay.IloveyouSfisoandIknow

Iamnotsupposedtobutyou'reitforme.

Me:Ican'tloveyouInes.Iaminlovewithmy

wife.

Her:IampregnantforGodsakes.Iamcarrying

youroffspringthechildyou'vewantedforso

long.Iamgivingmyselftoyouonasilver

platter,takemeSfiso!Takeme!

Shetakesoffherclothesandstartstouching



mymemberandforcinghertoungueinmy

mouth.Icomebacktoearth,pushheronthe

sideandIbasicallyrunoutoftherewithmy

heartpumpingsohard.Sheisreallypregnant.I

amconflicted,ImeanIdidwantachildbutnot

likethis,notontheexpenseofmywife's

happiness.Mywife.Mybeautiful,loving,gentle

andinnocentwifehastosufferbecauseofmy

selfishness.

Idrivetoanearbytavernandstartdrinkingmy

sorrowsaway.BeerafterbeerIfeelevenworse.

ItextLebohangthelocationtocomeandfetch

me.Ittakeshimanhourandahalftogethere

bythenIamsloshed.

Lebo:Whatthefuckman?Shouldn'tyoubea

workorsomething?DidLynnleaveyou?



Me:Shhhh!Doyouhearthat?

Him:What?

Me:Mylifecomingdowntocrashandit'sall

thankstomyspecialfriend.

Him:WhatdidIdo?

Me:Youmessupallthegoodthingsinmylife.

AreyoujealousofwhatIhavegoingonman?

Him:Nowyou'rebeingcrazy,comeyou'redrunk

let'sgetyouhome.

Hegrabsmyarminanattempttoliftmeup

fromthebarstool.



Me:HaiVoestek!Leavemealone!Youhateme

don'tyou?Youhatethatyourparentsaremore

proudofmethanyou.YouhatethatImanaged

tomakeitworkwithLynnforalltheseyears

althoughyoukeptontellingmethatI'llfail.Well

Ifailed!SothankyouMrMokoenathebestbest

fuckenfriendofalltime!

He'slookingatmewithpoopedeyes,Ithink

deepdownhimandIknowthatit'sthetruth.

Leboenviesme,thecareerIhavebuiltfor

myself,myrelationshipwithhisparentsandmy

marriage,heisaself-destructingperson,he's

intelligentbuttooproudtomakesomethingof

himselfandthatalwayshurledhimfrom

success.

Him:Ididn'tcomehereforthisshit!



Me:Whoa!Whoa!Waitaminute!Youtossed

meaninterntofuckandnowshe'spregnant

andyoudon'twanttotakesomeresponsibility.

Him:Yousleptwiththegirlwithoutacondom

that'sonyou.Youcheatedonyourwifeonyour

ownaccordthat'sonyou.Sodon'tfuckenshit

me.

Me:Youintroducedmetothatpsycho!

Him:YoufuckedheronyourownorwasIthere

holdingyourdick?Nxa!You'recrazy!

Heturnsaroundandleavesmethere.Mylifeis

messedupandIactuallyhavenoonetoblame.

Istaggerbehindhimandluckilyhe'sjust



outsidesmoking.

Me:Iamsorryaboutthatman,mylifeisamess.

Isitdownonthepavementandhejoinsme.

Him:It'scool.SoInesispregnant?

Me:Imessedupbruh!Lynnisgoingtoleave

me.

Him:Foradoctoryou'resostupidSfiso,

sleepingwithasidechickwithoutacondom.

Me:Shesaidthatshewasusingcontraceptives.



Him:Andyouwerestupidtobelieveher,you

haven'tplayedthegameinalongtime.

Desperategirlssaythatallthetimeman,that's

howtheytrickyouandyoufellforit.

Me:LynnisdefinitelygoingtoleavemeandI

don'tknowhowIamgoingtolivewithouther.I

can'tlosemywifeman.

Him:Lookman,Lynnwon'tleaveyouifthere's

nobaby.

Me:What!

Him:You'readoctorgetridofit.

Me:Likeabortionpills(henods)Uyahlanya!



That'smychild,myownbloodsothat's

definitelynotanoption.

Him:Iguessyou'llhavetotellyourwifeand

you'llfigureitouttogether.

Me:Iguessthat'stheonlychoiceIhave

becauseknowingInesshecan'twaittobreak

thenewstoher.

Him:IknowthatLynnlovesyouandyoulove

hereventhoughIdon'tgethowyoucanlove

onepersonforsuchalongtimebutIknow

she'llforgiveyou.

Me:Youthinkso?



Him:Yesdude.Nowletmegetabeerbecause

you'vejustgivenmethiswholeburdentocarry.

Wegetbackinandcontinuetodrinkandjust

talk.

Him:Ithinkit'stimetogetyouhomebecause

you'rehammered.Sincewhendoyougetdrunk

likethis?Haiourdoctors!

Me:Fuckyou!

Lindiwe

Lastnightwasgreat,Sfisoisshowingme

exactlyhowsorryheisandIappreciateit

completely.He'sbeenloving,attentiveand



caringwhichremindsmeofwhyIfellinlove

withhiminthefirstplace.Okay,notforgetting

hisdickgame,yho!Mymancandeliverfam.I

amwalkingaroundlikeapenguinthewayhe

workedmethewholenightit'snotevenfunny.

IpushmyselftocleanupandwhenIamdoneI

lazyaroundjustwatchingtelevisionand

snacking.It'snicetobehomeanddonothing

butalsostressfulbecauseitmeansthatIcan't

putaneyeonSfiso.Yes,Iforgavehimbutit

doesn'tmeanthatIcompletelytrusthim.It's

unfortunatebutit'stherealityofwhatbeing

cheatedonmakesyoubecome.WhenIcheck

myschedule,Itakeaglanceathis,Iwantto

knowwhatheeatsforlunchandwithwho,I

checkhisphonewhenhe'stakingashoweror

whenhe'ssleeping,andIhavePalesaspyingon

him.



Sincethatnightattherestaurantnothing

peculiarhasoccurredsoItrustthathe'scalled

itoffwiththegirlbutthatgirl'sconfidence

abouttheirrelationshipstatusbothersme.

TheremustbesomethingsheknowsthatI

don'tknowandthatscarestheshitoutofme.

IdecidetocallPalesabecauseIamfreaking

out.

Her:Heybosslady.

Me:BabeIneedyour411

Her:He'snothereyet.

That'sweirdbecauseSfisoleftataround10am



andit's2pmnow.

Me:Andthegirl?

Her:Letmecheck…Calledinsicktoday.

Me:Okaythanks.

Her:Iamsorryboo.

Me:Noworrieslove.Thankswe'lltalk.

Idropthecallandmyheartisracing.They're

probablytogetherfuckingandlaughingatthe

stupidwifethattookhimback.Idon'tknow

howotherwomenmakeitthroughthisbecause

Iamstruggling.OnemomentIamhappyand



thenextIamshattered.OneminuteIam

functioningthenextIambroken.It'stoomuch.

“DearLordIneedstrength,pleasegivemethe

strengththatpeoplesayyou'vegiventowomen

becauseIfeelweak.Lordhelpmecarrythe

weightofthispainonshoulderswithasmile,

helpmelovemyhusbandwithhisflaws,give

methewilltolookpasthiserrorsbecauseat

thistimeIamfailing”

IamonmyfirthglassofredwineandIam

dancingtoClubControllerbyPrinceKaybee,

thisismyjamandit'sgettingmepumpedup.

ThedoorbellringsandIdancemywaytothe

door.LeboiscarryingaverydrunkSfiso.

Lebo:Beforeyousayanything,it'snotmyfault.

Ifoundhimlikethisatabar.



Me:It'sokayLeboputhimonthecouch.

Idon'tlikeLebohangandIneverdidevenwhen

weweregrowingup.He'sabaggageinSfiso’s

life,heactsasifhehashisbestinterestat

heartbuthedoesn't,he'sweighinghimdown

andthesadpartisthathe'snotevenaware.

Him:Iwillleaveyoutwoalone.

Me:Whattimedidyoumeethimatthebar?

Him:Aroundone.

Me:Okaythanks.



Him:HelovesyouLynn.

Me:Iknow.

Iseehimtothedoorandlock,thenattendto

mydrunkhusband.Ican'tbelieveSiyais

comingbackinlessthanthreeweeksandthis

iswhathe'llhavetowitness.

Me:Baby,whathappened?Ithoughtthis

morningweweregood.

Him:IamsorryLynn,ItriedeverythingIcould

butIjustkeepmessingup.IloveyouandI…

Me:Sfiso!



He'ssnoringbeforehecanfinishthesentence

andIamfrustratedtosaytheleast.Iwonder

whattriggeredthisbehaviourbecauseSfiso

onlydrinksalcoholwhenhe'sabsolutely

stressed.

•

•

•

•

Threemonthlater…

“Mom!!!There'ssomeoneatthedoor”

That'sSiyabonga,hepermanentlyliveswithus

nowandIamofficiallyastayathomemom.It

wasn'teasytoletgoofmycareerbutit's

certainlywasworthit.Igettospendalotof

timewithmysonandhusbandwhichthey're



enjoyingtothemost.

IruntothedoorwithmydirtyhandsandT-shirt

we'rere-paintingSiya'sroomwhilehe'splaying

videogames,it'samassivejobbutit'skeeping

meprettybusywhichisallIlongforthesedays.

Iopenthedoorandtherestandstwoelderly

women,atallagedmanandInes.She'swearing

adress,doekandhasablanketaroundher

waist.MyheartdropsasIlookatherfacethen

stomachagainandagain.

Man:IsthistheLephotoresidence?

Ijustnodasmywordsfailme.

Man:We'rerepresentingtheNaimefamilyand

we'relookingforSfisoLephoto.



Woman:Maywepleasecomein?

TimeisfrozenasImovefromthedoorandlet

themin,thedevilhasmadeastopatourhouse

andSfisoinvitedhimin…

Don'tforgettolike,commentandshare

Unedited

Chapter13

Lindiwe

3monthsearlier...



Icouldn'tsleepthewholenight,Sfisoliedabout

goingtoworkandthencamehomedrunk.My

husbandneverdrinksalcoholexceptifhe's

goingthroughthemostbutwhatcoulditbe?I

turntohissideandhe'ssleepingsocarefree

oblivioustoallthisstresshe'scausingme.He

hasbushyeyebrowsthatcanmakekiller‘brows

onfleek’Ilovebrushingthemwiththetipof

thumbjusttoputthemintoshape.TheloveI

haveforSfisoisoverwhelming,itscaresme

becauseIfeellikeIlovehimmorethanIlove

myself.Iknow.Iknowitsoundsinsane,

desperateandridiculousbutit'sapeculiartruth:

thatonepersoncanputanotherpersonabove

themselves.Whatisitthatkeepshurlingmy

heartbacktohim?what'sbindingmyheartto

his?WhydoIfeelthatlifewithouthimwillbe

sour?DoesGodconnectoursoulswhenwe

takeourvows?Isitwhythebiblesaysthat



whentwopeoplegetmarried“thetwowillbe

oneflesh.”?Idon'tknow,allIknowisthatmy

heartbelongstohim.Ihaveneverlovedor

lookedatanotherhumanbeingthewayIdohim.

It'sdangerous.It'stooforgiving.It's

unconditional.

Him:Areyougawkingatmeagain.

Hesayswithhiseyesclosedandlipscurved

intoasmile.

Me:YouknowIcan'thelpmyself.

Him:AndIloveyoutoo.

HepullsmeabitcloserandIlieonhischest



andkeeprubbingmyhandsonhistorso.

Me:How'stheheadache?

Him:FeellikeIhavebeenhitbyataxithat

tossedmetoatrainandIgothitbyamob.Yho!

Iamnevertouchingalcoholagain!Mybody

babyIamsureIwon'tevenbeabletogetoutof

thisbedtoday.

Irollmyeyesmenaresuchdramaticsandlove

behavinglikekids.Eventhesmallestpainthey

can'thandlebuttheyloveactingstrong.

Me:Askiesmylove.Whatwereyoudoing

gettingsodrunknawe?Iseverythingokay?



Him:Whydoyouask?DidIsayanything?

Me:Wasthereanythingtosay?

Him:Lindiwedon'tdothat.

Me:WhatamIsupposetothinkSfiso?Youlied

aboutgoingtoworkthenyoucomebackdrunk

andapologisingnon-stop.

Hisbodytensesupandheattemptstomove

mefromhimbutIgentlyholdhimdown.

Me:Talktome.

Him:You'reputtingtabsonmenow.



Me:WhatamIsupposedtodowheneveryturn

thatgirlisthere?That'stheonlywayIcanmake

surethatyou'rekeepingyourpantson.

Him:Don'tinsultmeLindiwe,mindyourtoneor

we'llhaveproblems.

Mxm!TypicalofSfiso.He'samasteratturning

tablesandshiftingblamebutIamnotletting

thisonego.

Me:IamsorryforthatbutwherewereyouSfiso.

Him:Yousaidyouforgavemeandyou'reto

workonus.Youneedtotrustmeifthisisgoing

towork.Ourloveispointlessifyoudon'ttrust

me.



Me:Itrustedyouandlookwherethatgotmeso

pleasegivemeabreak.Ican'tmagicallyhand

youbackmytrust,youneedtoearnitandright

nowyou'renotdoingagreatjob.

Hegrowsquiet,Iamaverysoftspokenperson

bynature,Inevershoutbutmywordsmakean

impact.

Him:Look…

Immediatelywhenhestartsbysaying‘Look'I

knowthatliesarefollowingbutIamgoingto

givehimachanceforhimtotiehimselfwitha

rope.

Him:IwenttoworkandthenIwascalledtoSt



Mary'shospital.IoperatedonachildandIlost

him.SoIwasreallyaffectedbythatsinceit's

thesecondtimeIlostapatientthismonth.

Me:Soyouwentouttodrink.

Him:Whydoesthisfeellikeaninterrogation.

Me:Inescalledsickthesamedayyou

mysteriouslydisappeared.

Him:JesusLindiwe!Whydoyouinsiston

puttingthatgirlineveryconversationwehave?

It'sstartingtoannoyme.

Hepushesmeoffhimandgoestothe

bathroom.Idon’tmeantobeanagbutdoeshe



blameme?Hecheatedonmeafterallthese

yearsandIamsupposedtojustforgetaboutit.

Iamcontemplatingonwhethertofollowhimto

thebathroomornotbutIquicklydecidenotto.

IamdonechasingafterSfisoevenwhenhe's

theonewhoiswrong.Qha!ThisiswhereIdraw

theline.

Ihaveterribleheadachemyselffromallthe

wineIdrankyesterdaysoIgotothekitchento

fixmyselfsomefood,coffeeandplentyof

water.Hecomesinmid-breakfastwithonlyhis

boxers.

Him:Whatareweeating?

Ilookathimandbackatmyfood.Ifhewants

foodthenhecanmakeithimselforaskInesto

cookforhim.



Him:Nowyou'rejustbeingchildish.

IlookatHim,shakemyheadandgoputmy

dishinthesink.Iattempttomovefromhimand

hepullsmyarm.

Me:What?

Him:Don'tdothisLynnIamnotuptoit.

Me:WhatexactlyamIdoing?

Him:Iamsorrybabyokay.

Me:SometimesIdon'tgetwhyIevenendure



this.

Him:Don'ttalklikethatyouknowIloveyouand

Idon'twantustofight.

Me:You'retheonewhoboughtthisgirlintoour

livesandnowIamanagbytalkingaboutthe

samegirlIdidn'tknowamonthagobutalmost

threatenedtodestroymymarriage.

Him:Iloveyouandyou'renotanag.Justthat

hearinghernamefrustratesme.Iwasnotwith

hertomorrowIpromiseIwouldneverbetray

youlikethat.

Me:IamatapointthatIamwillingtogiveitall

uptomakeyouhappybuteventhesmallest

mistakeSfisowillbreakmesopleasethread



carefullybecauseI'llneverforgiveagain.Iknow

Isaythisalotbutdon'ttakeitforgranted.

Hiseyestellmethathe'sholdingsomething

frommebutit'sonhimtotellmeornot.

Him:AllIknowisthatIloveyouandIwilldo

anythingIcantokeepussolidandthat'sa

promise.

IjustlookathimandIpraythatheknowswhat

he’spromising.

•

•

•

Amonthlater…



“Areyousureaboutthis?"That'stheHRlady

fromStLucia,Iamsigningmyresignation

papers.

Ittookmeanentiremonthtodothisbutafter

somethinkingitfeltlikethebestdecisionfor

everyone.ThingsbecameveryhecticwhenSiya

movedinwithus.Wehardlyhadtimetospend

togetherandeverydaywhenhecomesback

fromschoolhehadtostayoverPuleng'shouse

sometimesevensleepingover.

Me:Iamabsolutelysure.

Her:Pleaseprintyourinitialsonthebottomof

eachpageandsignonthelastpage.

Isignwithmyheartlimpingoutofmychest.



Thisisit!Iamcommittingonbeingafullstayat

homemomandwife.It'sgoingtobeatough

journeynodoubtbutIalsoknowthatit'swhat's

bestformyfamily

Her:That'sit!Thankyousomuchforyour

servicehereStLuciahospital.Thepostwillbe

advertisedafter5monthssowheneveryoufeel

likeyouwanttocomebackduringthatperiod

we'llbehappytohaveyouback.

Me:I'llkeepthatinmindthankyou.

Itakeonelastlookatthehospital,Iamsadto

beleavingthisplace.GrowingupIneverreally

knewwhatIwantedtobebutafterwearing

scrubsforthefirsttimeIfellinlove.Ilove

helpingotherpeople,it'slikeworkinghandin

handwithGodtosavelivesandnowIamgiving



itupforlove.

WhenSiyamovedinwithusIrealisedjusthow

muchtimeIlostwithhim.Ineverreallyhada

chancetobeamothertohimandhe'sbeenso

excitedmybabyshametobelivingwithboth

hisparents.ButIwasstrugglingtokeepupwith

thechores,beingamother,wifeandmyshifts

soIdidwhatmymother,Lucy,LeeandSfiso

hadbeenbeggingmetodo,Iconcentratedon

lookingaftermyfamilyandbuildingafamily

withSfiso,myonlywishisthatIdon'tregretit.

•

•

•

Presentday…

Sfiso



It'smydayofftodayandIamgratefultojustbe

homewithmyminifamily.Alothaschanged

sinceLynnquitherjobbutit'sagreatkindof

change.She'smoreattentive,lovingand

respectful.ThejoyIgetcomingbackfromwork,

spendingtimewithmysonandbeingaprovider

hascertainlyboastedmymanego.Idecided

nottotellLynnaboutInesbeingpregnant.It's

beenaheavysecrettocarrybutmyhappiness

comesfirstandLynnismyhappinessandI

don'twanttoloseher.SoIamlivingadouble

life,IambeingselfishIknowbutitiswhatitis.

We'repaintingSiya'sroomtoday,we'vebeenat

itsincethemorning.Hehatedthegreencolour

sonowwe'repaintingitbluewhilehe'splaying

videogames.Thisboyistoospoiled,he'snot

evencapableofdoinghisowncereal,butI

blamemymothershe'stoooverbearing.She



dideverythingforhimanddemandedthatwe

givehimthesametreatment.Iamjustgladthat

itdidn'tmessupwithhismanners,he'svery

respectfulandhelpsaroundoccasionally.

Me:Canwejustfinishwiththisroom,Iam

exhausted.

Her:AlmostthereatleastIorderedpizza.

Me:Lifesavermylovewhatwouldwedo

withoutyou?

Her:Iaskmyselfeveryday.

Me:Idon'tknowaboutSiyabutIwoulddie.

Sherollshereyesandsplashesmewithsome



paint.

Her:Hahaha..

Me:Iamseriousbaby.

Me:Isthatthedoor?

Her:Idon'thearanything.

“Mom!!!There'ssomeoneatthedoor”that's

Siyabonga.

Her:TrustSiyanottoopenthedoor.

Me:Howdidtheyevengetpassedthegate.



Her:yoursonprobablyforgottolock.

Me:Thatboyistoospoiledmaan,Ineedtogive

himabeatingoneofthesedays.

Her:Sfiso!

Me:Haivele.

Her:Letmegocheckwhoitis.

Me:Iloveyou.

Her:Iamcomingbacknownow.Iloveyoutoo.



Wehaveabriefdeepkissthensheleaves.

She'swearingleggingsandawhiteTshirtthat’s

coveredinpaintbutshestilllookshot.Siya

comesinaftersometime.

Him:MomsaysIshouldcallyou.

Me:Whoisit?

Him:Idon'tknowjustsomewomenandaman.

Me:Ohsharpboy.Whydon'tyougotoJason's

placeplusthepaintinyourroomisstillwet.

Him:Really!

Me:YesgobeforeIchangemymind.



Him:Thankyou!Thankyou!MayIpleaseleave

withmyPlayStation?

Me:ButifitbreaksorgetslostIamnotbuying

anotherone.

Him:Ipromisetolookafterit.Ipromise.

Thanksdadyou'rethebest.

Me:Justmakesureyourmomdoesn'tseeyou

leave.

Him:Won'tevenseemyshadow.

Ijustshakemyhead,Siyathinkshe'sclever.

He'salwayscomingupwithallwaystotrickus,



remindsmesomuchofmyselfgrowingup.I

washmyhandsinthebathroomoppositeSiya's

room,IhavepaintonmyfacethankstoLynn.I

godownstairsandstopwhenIreachthe

bottomstaircase,IspotanelderlywomanwhoI

don'trecognisethatmakesmeinstantly

nervous,istheresomeonewhodiedoris

Siyabongaintroubleofsomesort.AsIreach

thelivingroomIspotInes,myheartstarts

racingamillionbeatspersecond.Shit!Thisthe

dayIhavebeendreadingforsolong.Aday

whereLynnisgoingtofindoutabouttheshitI

havebeengettinguptobehindherback.Ilook

atherandIhaveneverseenamorebrokensoul,

Ihaveseenmanypatientsdieinfrontofmy

eyesbutneitherofthemhavelookedsolifeless

likeLynnatthismoment.Ican’tevenlookat

herintheeyesastheycarrysomuchanguish.

Her:ThispeoplearefromtheNaimefamilythey



saythatyouimpregnatedtheirdaughter.

Hervoiceisalmostbreakingandshekeeps

rubbinghernosetostopherselffromcrying.

Me:BabyIwasgoingtotellyoujustthat.

Her:Wewilltalkaboutthatrightnowlet’stalk

aboutwhythesepeoplearebringingisisu

sakhoinmyhouse.

Iamliterallyshakingbecauseoffear,Lynnis

goingtoleavemeIcanseeitinhereyes.My

marriageisgoingdownthedrainbecauseof

mycowardice.IknowIshould’vetoldher

soonerbutwheredoyouevenbegintelling

someoneyoulovethatyou’rehavingababyby

someoneyoucheatedwith.EverytimeIwould



gatherthecouragetotellherthensomething

willhappenlikeherquittingherjob,Iwasso

happythatshefinallydiditthatIkepton

postponingbutnowhereweare.Thisisthe

worstwayforhertofindout.It’stheworstkind

ofbetrayal,oneIamsureshe'snotwillingto

forgive.Inescalledmeyesterdayandtoldme

thatherparentsthrewheroutuponlearning

aboutthepregnancyandItoldherIwillmakea

planbutIdidn'timaginethatshewouldcome

here.Fuck!Sheshould'vegavemeachanceto

tellLynnonmyownandnowIamfucked

becauseIknowshe'sleavingmeandthere'sno

mewithouther.

Tobecontinued...

Chapterfortomorrowalmostfinished.



Chapter14

Sfiso

There'sascripturethatmyfatherlovesquoting

formeeverytimeIwouldcomplainaboutmy

marriage:Ephesians5:28“Inthesameway

husbandsshouldlovetheirwivesastheirown

bodies.Amanwholoveshiswifeloveshimself”.

IkeeponsayingIloveLynnbutIalwaysputmy

needsbeforehers.Whatkindofhusbanddoes

thatmakeme?IknowinglyhurtthepersonI

lovethemostbutyouneedtounderstandthatit

wasn'taneasythingtodo.Icouldn'tjustblurtit

outthatImadeInespregnantespeciallywhen

Lynnhadbeentryingherbesttomakeuswork.

Me:Ineswhatthefuck?Youbroughtyour

familyhereinmywife'shouse.Withalldue



respectpleaseleavemyhouse.

Ines:SfisoIamcarryingyourbabysodon'tyou

daretalktomelikethatorelseIwillleavewith

thisbabyandyou'llneverseemeagain.

Lynn:Heewena!!!Whogaveyoupermissionto

talkinmyhouse?Whogaveyoupermissionto

openyourlegsformyhusband?Howdowe

knowthatthebastardyou'recarryingiseven

hischild?

Me:Lindiwe!

Her:Thulawena!WhosaysIamtalkingtoyou?

Areyougoingtodefendyourwhoreinmy

presence?Youboughtthispeopleheretoinsult

anddisrespectme?AmInotyourwifeSfiso?



Iamembarrassedtosaytheleast,thisnothow

Iplannedthings.AfterInestoldmeaboutthe

pregnancy,Iavoidedherforaweek.Shetook

anoverdoseofpillsandthatlandedherin

hospital.Iwassurprisedtofindoutthatshe

registeredmeashernextofkeenandsoIwas

contactedbythehospital.DrivingthereIhad

hopedthatthebabydidn'tmakeitbutthatwas

justwishfulthinking.We'rehavingaboyandas

muchasIfeelguiltyabouthowthebabywas

conceived,Iamalsoecstatictobringanother

lifetotheworld.SofromthatincidentItryand

supportherasmuchasIcan,Iaccompanyher

toeverydoctor'sappointment,Igiveheran

allowanceeachmonthandonetimeIsleptover

herplacebecauseshewasn'tfeelingwellbutI

didn'tsleepwithher.

Woman:We'reterriblysorryfordisrespecting



yourhomelikethis,it'snotthewaywedo

thingsinourculture,wewerenotawarethatthe

manwewereledtowasmarried.

InesandtheotherwomanargueinPortuguese

andIcan’treallyhearanythingthey'resayingas

myeyesaregluedtomywifewho'sslowly

sinkingonthesofa.

Man:IamInes’uncleandthisismywifeand

mywife'ssister.MysisterlivesinMozambique

withherhusbandandfourchildren.Theysent

Inesheretostudywiththelastmoneytheyhad

hopingthatshewouldbecomesuccessfuland

helpthefamilybackhome.It'sunfortunatethat

wecamehereunderimpressionsthatthiswas

afamilyoftheboywhogotourdaughter

pregnantbutwe'reherenowandwewouldlove

toaddressthismatternowassumingyou



permitusMaLephoto.

Lindiwe

DoIpermit?DoIpermitthattheyentermy

houseandcausedamage?Justanhouragowe

werewhole,wewerehappyandwegotall

figuredoutandjustwithablinkofaneyeitfell

apartanddoIpermit?No!ButSfisopermitted,

heletpain,sorrowandliesintoourmarriage.

Ines:Idon'tunderstandwhyheropinion

mattersinthisissue,Sfisoisthefatherofthis

babyandthat'sallthatmatters.

Iwanttojumponherandstranglethelifeoutof

her.Iwanttoswearatherandkickheroutof

myhousebutthat'snotwhoIam.



Woman1:Ufunaipamalomtana.Utyatilelo

bhuti(Icouldjustslapyou,thismanismarried)

areyounotashamedInes?Youopenedyour

thighsforanotherwoman'shusbandandyou

ledushereknowingthatverywell.Siesmaan!

Me:It'sokaybabayou'realreadyheresoplease

allowmetomakesomethingtodrink.

Ijustbowandmoveoutoftheroom.Iam

trembling.Iamhyperventilating.Ican’tbreathe.

“GodIneedstregnth,pleasedon'tdessertme,I

needyouplease!”

IsayaprayerwhenIreachthekitchen.Iholdon

tothesinkforalongwhilebecausemylegsare



failingmeandIfeellikeIwillfallifIletgo.I

takeoutatray,putonajugofjuiceandsome

cookiesthatIbakedyesterdaybecausethey're

Sfiso'sfavourites.Theseareelderlypeopleand

theydeserverespectandmoreimportantly

they'revisitorsinmyhousesoIneedtotreat

themassuchregardlessofthenewstheycome

bearing.ItakethetrayandIamashakingmess

asIwalktothelivingroom.Inesiscryingand

heruncleisrubbingherback.Sfisojumpstomy

aidandforsecondswebothholdthetrayjust

lookingateachother.“Youbrokeus"Iamsure

that'swhatmyeyesaretellinghimbecausehe

hasanapologeticlookplasteredonhisface.

Him:IamreallysorryLynn,Iwantedtotellyou

butevery…

Ileavehimthereandputthetrayonthetable,



it'sonly3glassesbecauseIamdefinitelynot

servingthiswhore.

Woman1:Thankyouchildyouhavesucha

beautifulheart.Youshouldknowthatwewould

haveneveragreedtocomeherehadweknown

thatthiswasyourhouse.

Man:True,ourcustomsrequireustohave

utmostrespectformarriageandwhatour

daughterdidistabooandnoamountofwords

canexpressourdisappointmentinheractions

butthatwouldbeaddressedfullywhenwe

meetasafamily.

Me:Iunderstandallthatyou’resayingbababut

whatIstilldon'tgetiswhythefamilysentyou

here,isittomakeknownthepregnancy.



Man:Letmefirstcomplimentthesecookiesif

wewerehereunderdifferentcircumstancesI

wouldaskthatyougivemywifearecipe,very

lovelymtanam.

Theuncleisveryeloquentinhisspeech,his

voiceisnotdeepbutitcarriesauthority.You

cantellthathe'soneofthoseunclesyour

parentscallwhenyou'reintroublebecausehe

willdealwithyouright.Igivehimabowjustto

showappreciationforhiswords.

Man:Notonlyareyouagoodbakerandyou

alsolooklikeahumble,respectfulandkind

person.Iamsorryaboutthiswholesituation

andIcommandyouforthewayyou'rehandling

this,yourparentstaughtyouwell.



Woman:Youcanseeawisewomanfromamile

andthankyouforthishospitality.Veryfew

womenwouldbesounderstandingandmost

wouldhavethrewusout.

Mxm!Understandingmyfoot!InsideIam

burning,IwantbloodbutIamaneducated

woman,IfearGodandIdon'twanttogivethis

whorethesatisfactionthatshe'swon.

Sfiso:She'sagreatwifeandagoodmotheras

wellthat'swhyIwouldlikethismattertobe

continuedatmyparentshouseasthisisvery

disrespectfultoherandnotthewaywedo

thingsinourculture.

Man:Ihearwhatyou'resayingbutourdaughter

tellsusthatyouwanttotakeherasyour

secondwife.



Me:What!!!

Sfiso:IamsorrytospeakoutofturnbutInesis

crazy.Ineverpromisedhersuch,Ilovemywife

andshe'senoughforme.Ineswasamistake

thatIregreteverydayofmylifeandIamnot

intendingtomarryher.

Inesburstoutintears,crocodiletearsifyouask

me,noonepaysattentiontoher,Iguesswe

canallseethatshe'sfakingit.

Man:Wellthat'saproblembecauseherparents

areonlywillingtosupportherifyoumarryher.

Woman:Herparentsinstructedustoleaveher

hereifyou'renotwillingtomarryher.



Ican’ttakeitanymore,Ikeptquietforsolong

andIamdone.

Me:Thisbitchwillnotoccupymyhousenot

whileIamstillalive.Inescantakethatbabyof

hersandfeedittothedogsforallIcarebutthis

ismyhouse,that’smyhusbandandIamdone

watchingyoudisrespectingmyhomelikethis.

YouknewthatSfisowasmarriedandyou

thoughtwhat?Afreeonewaytickettothetop.

Thatyouweregoingtotraphimwithachild,

wellyouwerewrongsisibecauseyou'llnever

stepfootintothishouseagainorholdhis

surnameforthatmatter.Youwilljustremaina

whoreandthat'sjustitnotadoctor,orwifejust

ababymakingmachine.FuthiyaziniIamdone

havingthisconversationSfisopleaseseethis

peopleout.



Istandupandwalkupstairstoourroom.Itake

outabigbagandstartpackingmyclothes.I

knowmanypeoplearegoingtojudgeme,they

willsaythatwivesaresupposedtostandby

theirhusbandsthroughthickandthinbutIam

notstrongenough,notforthis.Iamleaving

Sfiso,Idon'tknowifit'sforgoodbutfornowI

needspace,Ineedtothink,somuchIhave

givenupforhimbuthejustkeepsontakingand

wantingmorebutIhavenothingtogive

anymore.

Islouchdownbesidethebedandletoutabitter

sob,Idon'twanttobestrong,patientand

forgivinganymore.Iwanttobeloved,taken

careofandprotected.Iwantsomeonewho's

goingtoshieldmyheartandnotripitinto

pieceseverychancetheyget.



“WhymeGod?Ididwhatwasaskedofme.Why

allthishurtoverandoveragain?”Icrythe

hardesteversincethisInesthing,toomany

emotionsItriedtosuppressbyIcan'tanymore.

•

•

•

“Lindiwewakeup”hiscoarsevoicewakesme

up,Imusthavefallentosleep.Ittakes

sometimetoregisterexactlywhereIam.Iopen

myeyesandtearsjuststartflowing,hewipes

themwithhisthumbandeverythinghitsmelike

atsunamiwave.Mybreathingissolow,my

heartisheavyandeyesverysore.

Hesitsdownonthematandpullsmetohis

chest,IambetweenhislegsandIcontinue



cryingonhischest.Ihatewhatourlovehas

amountedto,wekeephurtingeachother,he

sayshecan’tlivewithoutmebuthe'snot

treatingmelikehislifesupport.

Him:YouknowthatIloveyou.

He'schokingonhisowntears,Ican'tusemy

wordsbutIkeepshakingmyheadno.Love

doesn'thurt!Loveisnotselfish.Lovedoesnot

lie.Lovedoesnotbetray.Weendupsleepingin

thatposition,painmakesmeverytired,Iuse

sleepasmedicationformyheart,allowsmeto

forgetjustabitaboutmysurroundings.

Imanagetowigglemyselffromhisarms,you

canseedrytearsfromhischeeks.IwishIcan

stayandletourloveconquerthisbutSfisowill

neverchange,hewillalwaysputhimselfbefore



us,he'llalwayshurtmeandthenmanipulateme

withhistearsandlove.Ineedtobreakfree

fromthistoxiccircleoflove.

IfindSiyainhisbedroom,he’sasleep,Idon't

wanttowakehimupbecauseIamnoteven

surewhereIamgoingandhehasschoolon

Monday.He'salsomuchsaferwithhisdad

becauseIdon'ttrustmyselfinthisstateIamin.

Isplashmyfacewithwaterandgobacktoour

bedroomandcontinuepacking.

Sfiso

Imusthavefallenasleephereonthefloor,it's

likesomeoneputadaggeronmyheartand

theykeeptwistingit.IamnotagoodmanI

havecometorealise,Iprioritisemyhappiness

overmyfamily'shappiness.Iwasselfishand



here'sthereward.IknowIamstartingtosound

likeastuckrecordbutmywifeandsonarethe

onlyreasonIsmileeveryday,theycompleteme.

Myeyesaresoreandswollenfromallthe

crying,ittookatwoweeksaffairtoturna15

yearsloveintoair,thatoneslipuphascostme

theloveofmylife.

Aftershewentupstairs,IaskedtheNaime

familytoleave,theyinsistedthatInesstays

behindbutIwasn'tgoingtoputLynnthrough

thattorture.SoIcalledLebo’sdadandasked

himtoputInesintooneofhisflatsinMidland

just45minutesoutsideHydeandwithoutany

questionsheagreed.Igavetheunclethe

addressandwroteachequeforInesfor

anythingshemightneedwhileIsortoutmylife.

IalsomadeitclearthatIwillnotbemarrying

theirdaughterbutIwillpayfordamages.They

werenotsatisfiedespeciallyIneswhostarted



throwinginsultsatmebutIwasjusttonumbto

react.

MyquestionofwhetherLynnwasleavingmeor

stayingtomakeusworkwasansweredwhenI

foundallherclothesonthefloor.Shewas

curleddownonthefloorandyoucouldstillhear

thehiccupsfromherandsadnesswasjust

roamingaroundtheroom.Shelookedsotiny,

defeatedandtormented.Imovedclosertoher

onthefloorandbrushedhertinyhairstrands

thathadfallenonherforehead.Shestarted

lettingoutaloudsobinherdreams,Ishakeher

towakeherup.

Me:Lindiwewakeup.

Sheopenshereyesandhertearsjuststart

dropping,myheartbreaksatthissight.Ihurt



mybaby,Ibrokemybaby’sheartanddestroyed

mineintheprocess.Ipullhertomychestand

webothsob.Wecryforthepainwebothfeel,

theboughthatisbreakingandthelovelost.

Me:YouknowthatIloveyou.

Shekeepsshakingherheadandtryingtofree

herselffrommyarmsbutIholdherevenmore,I

amnotreadytoletgo.Ithinkthat'swhenwe

fellasleep.

•

•

•

“Lindiwepleasedon'tdothis"



Shehasabigbagwithherandhercarkeysin

hand.Wearestandingwiththecoffeetablein

betweenus,shehaspuffyeyesandredcheeks.

Her:Ican'tdothisSfiso.

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?ImessedupIknow

butbabythatgirlmeansshittome.Areyoujust

goingtogiveitallupjustforaslipup?Iamnot

perfectLynn,nooneisperfect,Iamjusta

humanbeingandIloveyousomuch.Inever

meanttohurtyousopleasetellmewhatdoyou

meanbyyoucan'tdothis.

Imovepastthetablandstandzerodistance

fromher.Shekeepsquietforalongtime

probablylostinherthoughtswhileIwaittofind

outthefateofmymarriage,thefateofourlove

andfamily.



Lindiwe

Him:Iamtalkingtoyou!

Hisdeepvoicesnapsmeoutofmythoughts.

SfisoLephothothemanthathasownedmy

heartfor15years,themanwhotaughtmewhat

loveis,apersonwhotaughtmehowtolove

myself.Ilookathimandbetrayalneverfeltthis

bitter,soheartwrenching,sodevastatingand

myheartisbleedingbecauseneverdidI

imaginethathewoulddestroyuslikethis.

Me:WhatdoyouexpectmetosaySfiso?

Isaywipingmytears.Ihavebeenthroughthe

toughest,scorchingandlifethreateningtrials



inmylifeandneverhadIfeltsuchimmense

painlikeIfeelrightnow.

Him:Areyougivinguponme,onusLindiwe

after15yearsoflove?Areyouthrowinginthe

towelafterallthatwe'vebeenthroughtogether?

Me:Youknowthereisnomewithoutyoubut

myheartcan'thandleitanymoreIcan't.Ireally

can't.I'dhavetolearntolivewithoutyou,Iam

broken.YoubrokemeSfiso,youbrokeuslike

we'venevermattered.

Hefallstohiskneesandgrabsbothmylegs

butIcan'tforgivehim.Iknowhelovesme,I

lovehimasmuchifnotmorebutloveisnot

supposetohurt,it'snotsupposetobe

betraying.Ibreakfreefromhimandrunoutside

tomycar,Istartitanddriveoutofwhatusedto



bemyhome,mysanctuaryanduniverse.

Idon'tknowwheretheroadleadsandIdon’t

knowhowlifewithouthimwillbebutIneedto

try.Ineedtotryandlivewithouthim,Ineedto

trytobehappywithouthim,Ineedtostart

buildingalifewithjustmeandmysonandI

needtostarthavingmewithouthim.

Testweekstartedyesterdaysowe'llseeyou

1stApril
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Lindiwe



“DearGodwhyamIevenstillalive?Myheartis

failingmeandmysoulisdrained”

Everydayisthesame,it'sdark,coldandempty.

It'suselesstoevencrybecauseitchanges

nothing,it'sbeenaweeksinceIleftSfisoand

honestlyIambattlingwithmyheartbecauseit

keepsbeggingmetorunbacktohimbutI

refuse.IwillfightituntilitgivesuporIgivein

butfornowSfisocarriesformemorepainthan

love.

Someone’satthedoor,oh!Idrovetomy

parents’housethatnight.Theywereso

shockedaboutmystateasItriedtoexplainto

themwhatSfisodidtomeandtous.Jakewas

somadhewantedtogobackandteachhima

thingortwobutIbeggedhimnottoo.Iasked



themnottotellhimwhereIwas.OfcourseIam

worriedaboutmysonbutIamnotfittobea

goodparenttohimnotnowbutIwillgoback

forhim,Ijustneedtogathermystrength.That's

whatIamnow,IamweakanddefeatedandI

don'tthinkIamtoostrongtofacerealityand

faceSfisoagainknowingwhatIknownow:

Thathedoesn'tlovemethewayIthoughthe

did.Thatwastheentirebasisofourmarriage

thatasmuchasIwaswillingtodieforhimhe

wouldalsotakeabulletforme,wemoved

together,hejumpsandIwouldjump,Ihurtand

hewouldhurt,wecarriedeachotherandput

eachother’shappinessfirstbutIguess

somewherealongthelineIsoldmyselfshort.I

gavemorethanIreceivedandItaughthimhow

totreatmeandIeasilyacceptedthatIwas

secondbesttohim.

“Sisivulatuu”That’ssinovuyo,she’sbeen



knockingonmydooreverydayeverymorning

sinceIcamehere.Ilookedmyselfinhere

becauseIdon'twanttofacetheworld,Iamnot

readytocarrytheburdenoftheguilttheywill

makemecarryforleavingmyhusbandand

childandIamdefinitelynotreadyforthepity

stares.

Me:Goawayplease.

Her:Iamnotgoinganywheresoopenup.

She'ssogrownup,she's16yearsbutshe'svery

matured.

Me:HaiSinodon'tboremeplease.



Her:IamnotgoingtoschooltodaysoIwilljust

sithereandsingforyou.

Shestartssinging,myLord!Thisgirlisnot

gifted,she'sdraggingasongthatIcan’teven

recognisewhichsongitis.Afterabout15

minutesIcan’ttakeitanymoresoIdragmyself

offthebedandgoopenthedoor.

Her:Heysisi.

Idon'tknowseeinghermakesmeemotional

againbecauseshe'ssoinnocentandIusedto

belikethatbeforeSfisoruinedme.

Her:Comeheredon'tcry.



Shesitsonthebedwithherbackagainstthe

headboardandIliemyheadonherthighs.

Her:Don'tcrysis,manaredogs.He'llneverget

anotherwomanlikeyouandhe'lldiemiserable.

Ilaughforthefirsttimethisweek.

Me:Whatdoyouknowaboutmenbeingdogs

Sino?

Her:Asknoquestionshearnolies.

Me:Wow!

Her:Iamgladyoufeelbetter.



Me:Didn'teventakemuchthankyousis.Ilove

you.

Her:That’swhatlittlesistersarefor.Iloveyou

toobuthaa!Youneedtobathsista.

Me:ReallySinoyouhadtoruinagoodmoment.

Her:NoIloveyoubutYho!Haingekesisi!This

roomIswearadeadmousewillsurface

somewhere.

Me:Uyadelelamanje!Phuma!

Istandfromherandshe'sinstitches.That's

Sinoforyoushe'sverystraightforwardwithyou



andyetveryrespectful.She'sthelightinthis

family,alwaysbeen.

Her:PlusIamlateforschool.

Me:Thoughtyouweremissingit.

Her:NowaysIamwritingaSciencetesttoday.

Me:Nerdalert!

Her:Nerdmyfoot!

Me:Sinovuyo!

Her:Iamsorry!



Shequicklyrunstothebathroomandruns

waterforme.

Her:Yourwaterisready.Iloveyouandyou’re

goingtomakeit.

Me:Iloveyounerd.Enjoyyourday.

ShesmilesandstartsrunningIamsuretoher

room.Thatoneslovespressure,sheneverdoes

thingsinadvancelovesdoingeverythingina

limitedtimespace.

Isitinthewaterwithoilsandsalts,it'svery

calming.Iusemybathtoweltowashmy

shouldersonebyoneitfeelslikeIamthrowing

somethingoffthem.Myneckissore,eyes

stingyandIhaveaheadacheprobablyfrom



hunger.Ilookmyselfinthemirrorwhilstdrying

myself,Ilookskinny,theunhealthykind.

Momisinmyroom;mybedismade,curtains

openedandthere'safresharomaintheroom.

Me:Ma.

Shestopswhatevershe'sdoingandlooksat

meforthelongesttime.Hereyestwinklewith

tears,sheopensherarmsandIpracticallyrun

intothem.

Her:Iamsorrymybaby.Iwasnotawarethat

thingsweregettingworse,Ifailedyouasa

mother,IamsorryLindiwe.



Me:Youdidn'tfailmemama,Sfisoistheone

whofailedme.Oh!Mamaithurtssomuch,right

here(pointingattheherleftsideunderher

breast).IthurtssomuchIfeellikeIcan’t

breathe.

Her:Shhh!It’sgoingtogetbetterbutyouneed

tobestrong.

Me:Idon'tthinkIcanmama.

Her:Lookatme.

Ilookatherthroughmyblurvision,shepoints

tothebedandwebothsit.Ikeepwipingmy

tearswiththebackofmyhands.



Her:Ihavenevertoldyouhowyouwere

conceived,Iwasraped.

Me:Ifigured.

Her:Whatyoudon’tknowisthatIwasrapedby

myfatherforfouryearsbecausehimandmy

motherwantedmetobearthemtwins.They

aborted12ofmychildrenbecausetheywere

nottwins.

Me:Mama…

Her:That'snotthepoint,thepointisthe13th

childwasstrong,shefoughtforhersurvivaland

thatwasyou.YoufoughtevenwhenItreated

youbadlyasachild.That'sthekindofperson

youareLindiwe,you'reafighterandbabyI



knownowitlookslikeyourbackisagainstthe

wallbutitwillgetbetteryoujustneedtokeep

fighting.

Me:ButSfisotookallmyfightingspirit.

Her:Sfisocan’ttakewhatyoudon'tgivetohim,

he'snotGodLindiwe.Sodon'tgivehimthat

muchpoweroveryou.You'reaMbhelewoman

andwe'restrongandarenoteasilydefeatedso

digdeepandfindthewilltofight.

IwipeawaymytearsbecauseIrealisethatI

madeSfisomyGodandIwastheonewho

convincedmyselfthatIwouldn'tlivewithout

himbutnomore.

Me:Thankyoumama.



Her:Don'trushtheprocessbuttakebabysteps,

itwillgetbetterIpromise.

Inodandgiveherahug.

Me:Doesthismakeussisters?

Her:Haisuka!Iamyourmother.Thisdoesn’t

changeanythingcomedowntoeat.

Me:Okaymama.

Iemphasisethemamabecauseshedeserves

thetitle,onlyamothercangothroughsomuch

andstillhaveroomtolove.Iweartheclothes

thatshechoseformeandgotothekitchen.



Jakeandtheboysarehavingbreakfast,mom

goesalloutwithhercookingthetableisfully

set.FananowpermanentlylivesinLondon,he

lefttwoyearsbacktosupporthisgirlfriend’s

modellingcareer,wetriedtotalkhimoutofit

butyouknowhowlovegets.

Me:Goodmorning.

VuyoandLuvuyo:Morningsis.

Jake:Myangel,howareyoufeeling?

Me:Iamgettingthere.

Jake:That’sallIwanttohear.



Heholdsmyhandfirmlyontopofthetableand

rightthereIknowIamnotalone…

Sfiso

Aweek.Afuckenweek!Iamjustamess,I

reallythoughtLynnwouldbebackbynowbutI

guessshehashadenoughthistime.Ilookat

myphoneringingonelasttime,it'sworkagain

andtheycankeepthejobforallIcareallIneed

ismywifebackhome,IneedmyheartandLynn

leftwithit.

Siya:Dad!

Me:WhatSiyabonga?



Siya:Breakfast.

Me:AreyouhandicappedSiyabonga?Didn't

Godgiveyoutwohands?Haisukala!Gomake

yourownfood,Iamnotyourmaid.

Him:Thissucks!Whenismacomingback?

Me:Don'taskmeshit!

Him:Dad!

Ijustrestmyheadonthekitchencounter,Iam

seriouslylosingitwithoutLynn.Sheneedsto

comehomeandfixherfamily.Whatkindof

motherwalksoutonherchild?Onherhusband?

Don'tallpeoplemakemistakes?Iamonly



humanandIdeserveasecondchance.

Me:Iamsorryboy,Iamjustunderalotof

stress.

Him:Areyouguysdivorcing?

Me:Siyabonga!Whatdoyouknowabout

divorce?

Him:Morethanyou’lllovemetoknow.So?

Me:Wow!Whatdotheyteachyouatschool

vele?

Him:Don'tavoidthequestion.



Ipatthechairnexttomeandhetakestheseat.

Me:Look,yourmomjusttookabreakfromus

justforawhilebutshe'scomingback.So,stop

thinkingaboutdivorceandallthatnonsense

becauseitisn’thappening.Weloveyouand

soonwe'llallbetogether.

Him:Icalledgrandma.

Iclenchmyjawsbecausemomisthelast

personIwanttoinvolveinthisbutIdon'twant

toupsetSiyasoIplayitcool.

Me:Noproblem,youdidwhatyouthoughtwas

bestandIamproudofyou.Getreadyyour

transportisprobablyonit'sway.



Him:Jason'smomcanonlydriveusTuesdayto

Thursdays,MondaysandFridaysaremom’s

turn.

Me:Oh!Wellinthatcaselet’sgo.

WedrivetoJason'splacefirstandpickhimup.

Iamoutsidetheirschoolin20minutes.

Me:You'recoolrighthereorshouldIwalkyou

in?

Him:Iamoffendedthatyouevenasked.

TheybothlaughandIfeelsostupid.



Him:Dadmyallowance.

Me:Momgivesyoumoney?Whathappenedto

lunchbox.

Him:LunchboxMondaytoThursdayandFriday

money.

Me:Okaynoneedtousethattone.

HejustshakeshisheadandIgivehimaR200

note.

Him:YoudoknowIamingrade5right?

Me:Isthattoomuch?



Him:Nopejustchecking,thankyoudad.

HerunsoffwithJason,socheerful.He

deservessomuchmorethanabrokenfamily

that’swhyIneedthisfixedurgently.Icall

Lebo’sdad.

Me:Pops.

Him:Morningson.

Me:Canwemeet?

HimSurething,canyoucometothesite?



Me:Willbethereinanhour.

Him:BringthosecroissantsfromDelibakery.

Me:Sure!sure!

Idropthecall,drivetoDeliandthentothesite

whichisacoupleminutesawayfromthedeli.

He'sstillbusytalkingwithoneoftheworkers,

hepointsmetohismobileofficeandIgoand

waitforhiminthere.Lebo'sdadownsafew

flats,hasaconstructioncompanyandnowtheir

buildingamall,healsohasalawdegreeand

someotherbusinesseshehassharesin,I

guessthat'swhyLebohangissolazybecause

heknowsthathehasalottofallbackon.He

comesinafterabout25minutes.



Him:IamsorryIkeptyouwaiting.

Me:Nosweat.

Him:Letmewarmtheseup.

Hetakesthecroissantsandpourstwocupsof

coffeefromthecoffeepot.Hehandsmeone

andputstheplateofcroissantsinthemiddleof

thetable.

Him:Talktome.

Me:Lindiweleftme.

Heshakeshisheadandtakesabigbiteof

croissant.



Him:Doesithaveanythingtodowiththatgirl

that'soccupyingMidland?

Me:Alottodowithher.She'spregnant.

Him:Mencheatallthetimebutyoudon'tgo

andmakeamistresspregnant.Haiuyabheda

struu!

Me:IfIwantedjudgementIwouldhavewentto

Jake,soplease.

Him:IamsorryjustthatIhadmuchfaithinyou.

Me:IreallymessedupbutIneedmywifeback.



Him:Thisgirl,doyouwanttomarryHer?

Me:Asinmakehermysecondwife?

Him:Yes.

Me:No!Idon'tseemyselfwithanyother

womenexceptLindiwe.Ineswasamistakethat

GodknowsIwishIcouldforgetaboutbut

unfortunatelylifedoesn’tworklikethat.Ifonly

Lindiwesawthingsthatway,ifshecouldjust

realisethatitwasastupidmistakeandwecan

moveonfromthisnightmare.

Him:Iamsorrymyboy,womencanbevery

difficultespeciallywhereinfidelityisinvolved.

Theydon’tunderstandthatforussexcanjust

besexnofeelingsinvolved.AnywaywhatcanI



dotohelp?

Me:Canyouaccompanymetoapologisetoher

andgetherback?

Him:Doyouknowwheresheis?

Me:Yesshe'slivingwithJakeandAuntyNom

atleastthat'swhatLeratototoldme.

Him:Iwillcallyourmomandwecango.When

wereyouthinking?

Me:IwouldsaynowortonightbutIknow

thingsdon'tworkthatway.

Him:Theydon'tbuttomorrowwillworkplusit's



aSaturday.

Me:WhatdoIbring?

Him:KnowingJakebringachequebook.

Me:Yahthatoneandmoney.

•

•

•

It'sSaturdayandIwokeupfeelingabitoff,Iam

nervousabouttoday'sevents.Jason'sparents

agreedtobabysitSiyatodayalthoughhefirst

putupafight.Accordingtohim,hecanfully

takecareofhimselfanddoesn'tneedachild

minder,thattimehedoesn'tevenknowhowto

useadishwashingmachine.We'remeetingat



mom'splaceandthenwe’llleavetogetherfrom

there.ItakeashowerafterdroppingSiyaand

shave,mybeardhasgrownalotinthisweek.I

amlosingmuscle,andIhaveaconstant

throbbingheadachewhichisasignofover

thinking.Iwearasimpleblueslimfitshirtand

navychinoswithformalshoes.Idrivehome

listeningto:

I'mSorryby3rdStoree

Maybethiswasmylastchance

Imaynevergettoholdyourhandsagain

IcansaythatI'mabetterman

Becauseyoumademeunderstand

I'msosorrythatItoreyourheartapartlast

night

AndI'msorryifIstartyouagaintoday

Ididn'tmeantotakeyourdreamsandmake



themseemsotrite

Isincerely,completely,apologizefordoingwhat

Idid…

Yeerr!Thissonghasgotmefeelingso

emotional.IamdumbtohavedonewhatIdid

toLindiwe.Iknowshedeservesmuchmore

thanIhavetoofferbutIloveherandIam

willingtogiveitallupforher.She'smylifeline

andIneedherbackhome.Thathouseiscold

andemptywithouther,Ifeellikealostsoul.I

knowIshouldn'thavehidstufffromherbutI

honestlymeanttoprotecther.Thefinancial

helptoIneswasjusttomakesurethatmybaby

wastakencareof,Idon'tcareaboutherandas

soonasthebabyisbornIwouldhavefought

forcustodyandIwouldgetridofherbutI

guessthatwasjustwishfulthinking.



Mom:Heybabyhowareyoufeeling?Can't

believeLindiwejustwalkedoutonherfamily

likethat?ButwhoamIkidding?She's

Nombuso’sdaughterwalkingoutiswhatthey

dobest.

Me:Momplease.

Lebo’sDad:Tebohoisalreadywaitingforuson

thecrossroadsolet'sleave.

TebohoisLebo'spaternaluncle,hewasalso

thereforthelobolanegotiations.Wedriveto

theirplaceandIamsweatingaswepark

outsidethegate,mydadisveryprotectiveof

LindiweandIknowit'snotgoingtobeeasy.

Lebo'sdad:Stopstressingweareleavingwith



youwife.

Me:Ihopeso.

Him:Prayinghelps.

HelaughsandIalsodischargeanuneasylaugh.

IwishitwasthateasybutIknowit'snoteither

wayIwillfighttohavemyloveback...

Couldn'tstayaway.

Season2

Chapter2



Lindiwe

IjustcamebackfromjoggingandIfeel

liberated.Theatmospherehereisnotthesame

asHydebutit'sbetterthanbeingstuckbehind

closeddoors.IthinkMondayIamgoingbackto

thehospitaltogoaskformyjobback.Iknow

they'regoingtotakemebacksoIamnot

worriedaboutthat,whatIamworriedabout

howeverisworkinginthesameplaceasSfiso

andInes.MaybeIcanjustpushuntiltheendof

thisyearandthenaskforatransferandthat’s

likeinthenextfourmonths.

“Youchosethewrongbrother’

Me:Whatthe!MyGodKhanyayouscaredme.



Him:Iamsorry,Ithoughtyouheardmecomein.

He'sholdingmywaistwhileIleanagainstthe

kitchensink.IstareathimandIrealisejust

howhandsomeheiswithabeardanddreads,

pitythat'snothowmattersoftheheartwork.

Me:Whatareyoudoingheresoearly?

Him:IamworkingonacasewithdadsoI

neededsomedocuments.

Me:Ohthat'snice.

Itrytomovefromhimbutheblocksmyway

withhishandsbycagingme.



Me:Don'tbestupid.

Him:Iheardwhatthatdouchedidtoyou.Iam

sorry.

Me:Newstravelsfastinthisfamilyandhe'snot

adouchehe'smyhusband.

Him:Can’tbelieveyou'restilldefendinghim

afterwhathedidtoyou.

Me:Canwepleasenotdiscussmymarriage?

Him:Idon'tknowwhyyouandmomdon'tget

alongbecauseyou'retheonlytwopeoplewho

canlookpastSfiso'sselfishness.



Ipushhimoutofthewayandgotothefridgeto

takeoutsomewater,Igulpthebottledownin

onego.

Him:Iamsorry,Iamsuchasoreloser.

Me:Itwasaneveracompetition.

Him:Iguessitwasalwaysjustyouandhim.

Ishrugmyshoulders.ImeanKhanyaknowsthe

depthofmyloveforSfisosonjehemustback

off.

Me:How'sCharmaineandthekid?

Him:Iwouldn'tknowsheleftme.



Me:OhKhanya!Iamsorry,Iknowshemeanta

lottoyou.

Him:Saidshewasn'treadyforcommitmentand

thenwentoffandgotengagedtoanotherguy,

apparentlyherhighschoolsweetheartbutat

leastIstillgettoseemyson.

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay.

Him:Sayyou'llmarrymeafteryougetadivorce.

Me:Mxmuyahlanya!

“Didyoucomehereforthedocumentsorto

harassmydaughter?”



Him:Abitofboth.

Jake:Youreallyhaveadeathwish.Lindiweis

marriedtothatcrazybrotherofyoursandyou

knowhewouldkillyoubeforeIevengeta

chanceto.

Him:Yahewouldandyethe'snotevengiving

hertheloveshedeserves.

Me:Pleaseexcuseme.

Jake:Iamsorryangel.

Me:NoworriesIneedtoshoweranyway.



Him:Ididn'twanttosayanythingbut

amakhwapasisiYho!

Me:Voetsekwena!

Him:Dad!

Jake:Angizingeni

Istickmytongueouttohimandhegivesme

themiddlefinger.That'sthethingIlovethe

mostaboutbeinghomeIbecomesocarefree,

likeIhavezeroresponsibilityandforthosefew

daysIfeellikeakid.IgotomyroomandItake

ashower,Ifeelsorefreshedafterlettingthe

waterhitme.Ichangeintoagreytrackpant

withacroppedt-shirtandsneakers.It'saround

8amwhenSinocomesintomyroom,she’son



herperiodssohermoodiscranky.

Her:MomsaysIshouldcallyou.

Me:Nogoodmorningsisi,howareyou?

nothingnje!

Her:HaiIwasjustpassingthemessage.

ShesaysturningaroundandIamleftwithmy

mouthhanging.Yho!Itakemyphoneoffthe

chargerandmakemywaytothelivingroom

that'swherethevoicescomefrom.

“Lindiweismywife"Istopcompletelyonmy

tracks.Can’tthismangivemeabreak?Justas

Iamstartingtolearnhowtosmile,hecomesto



blindmysunshine.

Mom:Youneedtochangeyourinlawsarehere.

Me:Noma,theycan'tjustrockupanddemand

me.

Mom:Lindiwe!

Me:Iamnotchangingmyclothesiftheywant

totalkthenthey'lltalktomelikethis.

Imakemywaytothelivingroom,alleyesare

onmeasIstandatthedoor.Myeyesshiftto

Sfiso'sandIamnotready.Helooksagedand

skinnyandhandsomeandfuckerable.Jeez!I

swearIwasgettingbetteruntilmyeyesmade



contactwithhis.Everythinghitsmelikea

shockwave,ourarguments,thevisitfromthe

Naimefamily,impregnatingthatgirl,the

disrespect,thebetrayalandpain,Ican't.Iturn

toleavebutmomblocksmyway.

Mom:You'reaMbhelewoman.You'restrong

andyoucandothis.

Inodandgoinfollowedbyher,webothsitnext

toJake.

Sfiso:BabypleasecomehomeI'velearntmy

lessonpleaseLynnIneedyouhome,yourson

needsyouhome.Let'sjustputthiswholething

behindusandmoveonwithourlives.

EveryonelooksatmebutIgomute.Idon'thave



anythingtosaytoSfiso.Idon'ttrustthewords

thatwillcomeoutofmymouthbecauseIalso

misshimsomuch,Imisssleepingonhischest,

Imisshisjokes,Imissbathingwithhim,Imiss

watchinghimsleep,ImissourMovienights

withSiya,Imissoursillychats,ourlovemaking

sessions,damn!Ievenmissourargumentsbut

Idon'tmissthepainandhurthecarries.

BabTeboho:Surelywecanallseethattheboy

regretshisdecisions.Menallmakemistakes

evenwomentoobecausewe’reallhumanbut

onlyagreatmancanhumblethemselvesand

admittotheirwrongsthat’sadmirableandsuch

apersoncannotbeharshlycondemnedbut

theydeserveasecondchance.

Jake:ThankyouMokoenabutthedecisionof

whetherLindiwewantstoforgiveSfisolies



solelywithher.She’stheonewhoknowshow

theshoefits,she’stheonewholivedinthat

houseandcanattesttoallthepainthatshe's

overwentinthehandsofSfiso.TheonlythingI

cansaytoyouLindiwe(heslightlyturnstome)

don'tmakeadecisionbasedonwhatyouthink

you’reexpectedtodo.Makeadecisionbased

onwhatyoufeelisrightforyou,lookatyour

husbandanddecideforyourselfifhe’s

remorsefulornot.Wewon’tjudgeyouifyou

chosetoreturntoHim,wewon'tjudgeyouif

youdecideenoughisenough.Somychildtake

yourtimeandthinkaboutwhat'sbestforyou

andyourchild.

Iambowingmyheadallthetimehe'stalking

andoncehe’sdonealleyesarebackatmebut

Iamstillquiet.Guys,youdon’tunderstandhow

harditisformetobevulnerableandopenupin

frontofmanypeople,callitprideorwhatever



butit'swhoIam.

Lucy:Idon’tgetyouJake,sidingwithLindiwe

whenyourownfleshandbloodneedsyou.The

loveportionyouusedonhimisstrong

Nombusoshame,he'sevenneglectedhisown.

Jake:Lucykhuzeka!

Lucy:Haisuka!There'snothingtodiscusshere

uLindiweushatilesoshemustgobacktoher

family.AsiqaliukubonaindodaigangangoSfiso

ithappenedwaybeforeyouwerebornandit

willstillcontinueevenafteryoudiebutwomen

stayandtakecareoftheirfamilies.What

makesyouspecial?Idegree?Clearlyyour

motherdidn'ttrainyouwell.



MymomwantstoretaliatebutJakesqueezes

herhandandshakeshisheadwhichmakesma

growquiet.

Jake:Don'tusethisopportunitytoinsultmy

wifeanddaughterespeciallynotinherhome,

amIclear!

Jake’svoiceisdeepandfullofauthority,Lucy

nodsrepeatedly.YouknowIgettoseehow

SfisowillgrowuptobelikewhenIlookatJake

you'dswearhewasdenyingthathe'sthefather.

Lebo'sdad:Let’sgetbacktothematterathand

mysonwouldlovetoleaveherewithhiswife.

Jake:He'snotyoursonThato.



Lebo'sdad:Iamtheclosestthinghehastoa

fathersothatmakeshimmine.

Jake:Youcan’thelpyourselfcanyou?Wedida

DNAtesthe’snotyours,neverwasandnever

will.

Sfiso:Whatdoyoumean?WhatDNA?

Lucy:Jakestopthisnonsense!Thisisnotthe

time,Please!

Jake:Nxa!

Jakestandsandwalksout.AndSfisofollows

himshortly.We'releftinawkwardsilenceand

momnudgesmetofollowhertothekitchen



wherewemaketeaandsconesandgossip

aboutwhatjusthappened.ApparentlyLucywas

datingbothJakeandLebo'sdadwhenshe

becamepregnantwithSfisoandhethought

Sfisowashisuntilapaternitytestproved

otherwiseandfromthattimehe'sbeen

obsessedwithSfisobecausehestilllovesLucy.

Thedramathatcomeswiththatwoman!

Sfiso

IneverwinwithJake.Imeannomatterhow

muchItrytoimpresshim,healwaysleavesme

hanging.Doyouknowhowmuchithurts

knowingthatyourfatherwillnevertakeyour

sidenomatterwhat?Iamtakenabackbyhis

wordstowardsLebo'sdad,Ididn'tevenrealise

thattheykneweachotherfromwayback.But

that'ssomethingforanotherday,rightnowI



wanttounderstandwhatisitthatmyfatherhas

againstme.

“Whydoyouhatemesomuch?”

Heblanklystaresbackatme.Mydadisa

spitingimageofmyself,afewyearslater,he's

thoseoldmenthatrefusetoage.

Me:LikenomatterhowmuchItrywithyouI

canneverbegoodenough.

Him:You'reinnocompetitionwithanyoneSfiso

especiallynotformylove.You'remysonSfiso

andIwishnothingbutthebestforyou.

Me:You'relying!EverythingIdoyounever



supportandIjustwanttoknowwhy.

Hekeepsquietandlooksatmeforthelongest

timewithoutsayinganything.We'restanding

outside,he'sleaningagainstthegaragedoor

andwe’refacingeachother.

Him:Youknowwhenyouwereachildyouused

tothrowfitswheneverwewereouttobuy

groceriesorclothesandyourmom(hechortles)

wouldbuyyoueverythingyou'dcryforeventhe

mostabsurdthingsjusttokeepyouhappy.You

usedtothrowtantrumswhenthingsdidn'tgo

yourwayandyourmomwillalwaysrunafter

you,makingsureyouhadeverythingyouwant

wheneveryouwant.Sothat'swhatyougot

accustomedto,youmessupandpeopleshould

applaudyou,youneverwanttoadmittoyour

faults,youwanteveryonetotakeblameforyour



mistakesexceptyourself.

Me:That'sbullshit!Youhatemejustadmitit.

Hesmirksandnudgesmyshoulder.

Him:YouthinkIhateyoujustbecauseIdon't

supporteverystupidideaorstandbyyoueven

whenyou'rewrong.IloveyouSfisobutIam

sorryIdon'trunafteryouthewayyourmother

does.You'reyourworstenemybecauseyou

don'tseeanyoneelsebutyourself.Youfeel

entitled,you'reneverwrongandyou're

disrespectful.Youdon’trespectmeoranyone

elseforthatmatter,youmakechoicesthatsuit

Sfisoandnooneelse.

Me:AreyousayingIamselfish?



Him:Yes!SelfishandArrogant.

Me:Clearlyyoudon'tknowmebecausethat's

nottrue.

Him:Idon't?LookatwhatyoudoingtoLindiwe.

Me:WhatexactlyisitthatIamdoingtoher?

Him:Iknowthatyou'veneverlovedanyonethe

wayyouloveherbutyetyourefusetoputher

firstinyourlife.Can'tyouseethatyou're

suffocatingher?Youbrokeherheartandyet

youexpecthertopickupthepiecesandforgive

youlikeitneverhappened.Haveyouever

placedyourselfinhershoesandthoughtabout

howitwouldfeelifthetableswereturned?



Ithinkaboutitforawhile.WhatwouldIdoif

Lynnhadcheatedonmethenbecamecareless

andgotpregnant?WouldIeasilyacceptthat

shesharedwhat'sminewithanotherman?

WouldIwillinglyacceptthebastardchild?

WouldIevenforgiveher?Ifeelmyheart

arteriesbecomeclottedbyjustthethoughtofit

all.

Him:Yousee!Yetagainyoudidn'tthinkabout

herbutwhatyouneeded.Sfisocouldn'tlive

withoutLynnsohehastogetherbackno

matterwhat,Lindiwewouldhavetoforgivehim

becauseofhowsorryheis.Youmadea

mistakeandyetyoufeelshe'sselfishand

wrongtonotwanttoforgiveyou.Youfailtosee

beyondyourselfandwhatyouwantSfiso.



Me:That'snottrue.IloveLindiweandher

happinessmatterstome.

Him:Doesit?

Me:Yesitdoes,Iliveformakingherhappy.

Him:Isshehappynow?Haveyouachievedyour

goalofmakingheryourpriorityasahusband

should?Didyouseetheamountoflifeyou’ve

leftwithinher?YoubrokethatgirlSfisoandyet

youdon'tseethatbecauseyoucan'tsee

anyonebutyourself.

Me:Likethewayyoudidwithmom?Theway

youprotectedherheartgoingafterLynn'smom.



Him:Whathappenedbetweenyourmotherand

meisbeyondwhatyousee.Thisisaboutyou

andLindiweandwhatyoushoulddonextin

ordertosaveyourmarriage.

Me:Youdon'tknowshitaboutwhat's

happeninginmymarriageandyoudon'tme.

Him:OhexceptIknowyouson,Iusedtobelike

you.Ifeltentitledtoallthegoodthingsthe

worldhadtoofferwithoutworkinghardfor

them.That'swhatyourmotherisbestatdoing,

she'llbuildyouupandmakeyoufeellikeyou're

ontopoftheworld,she'llmakeyoubelievethat

yourwayandviewisalwaystherightonebut

whatIhaverelentlesslytriedtoteachyouis

thatyoucan’tgoarounddoingwhatpleases

youandthennottakeresponsibility.Soyoucan

concludethatIhateyoubutknowthatInever



didorwilleverhateyou,Iamproudoftheman

thatyoutriedtobecome,you'remyfirstborn

andIloveyoubutIwon’tsugar-coatthingsfor

youandsaythingsIknowyouwanttohear

that'syourmomandThato'sjob.

Hepatsmyshoulderandgoesbackintothe

houseandIamlefttherepuzzledwithsomany

questionsroaminginmymind.AmIselfish?Do

IputmyselffirstbeforeLindiwe?AmIreally

sorryaboutInesoramIsorrybecauseIgot

caught?WouldIhavestoppedifLynndidn't

findout?DamnJakeformakingmefeelshitty

especiallysincewhatalotofwhathesaid

mightbetrue.

IsitdownonthepavementandIcan’tbelieveI

amabouttodowhatIamabouttodobutIhave

tonotformyselfbutforonceinourmarriageI



wanttodosomethingforher.Somethingthatis

bestforher,Iwanttoputherneedsand

happinessfirst,evenifitmeanssacrificingmy

own.IgobackintothehouseandassoonasI

getineveryonegrowsquiet.

Istandnexttothesofathat’ssharedbyLynn,

JakeandAuntyNom.

Me:Canwepleasetalk?

Shelookseverywherebutinmyeyes.

Me:Lindiwe!

ShelooksathermomandthenatJake.

Jake:Givehimachance,hearhimout.



Shestandsup,Itakeherhandandwewalk

outsidetomycar.Iwantustogosomewhere

werewecantalkprivatelyandsoIdrivetothe

nearestpark.Man!Theamountofdateswehad

inthispark,itcarriessomanymemoriesofhow

ourloveblossomeduptowhatitistoday.I

reclinemyseatandpullhertomylap,she

reluctantlysitsonitandIjustholdherwithout

sayinganything.ThiscouldbethelasttimeI

gettobethisclosetoher.

Me:Iamlettingyougo.Iamgivingyouthe

freedomtofigureoutwhatyouwant.Iam

backingoffbutIamnotgivinguponyouand

onus.IloveyousomuchLynnandthisisbyfar

thehardestthingIhaveeverhadtodobutI

realisethatyou'renolongerhappywithmeso

pleasefindhappinessandpleasecomeback

homewhenyou’vefigureditoutbecauseyou're



theloveofmylifeandlifewithoutyouis

unbearable.

MyvoicetremblesasIutterthesewords,Iam

notreadytoletgo.Iamnotreadytostartliving

mylifewithouther.

Gratefulforallmygratefulreaders
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Sfiso

“Iamlettingyougo.Iamgivingyouthe

freedomtobeLindiwe.IambackingoffbutI



amnotgivinguponyou,onus.Iloveyouso

muchLynnandthisisbyfarthehardestthingI

haveeverhadtodobutIrealisethatyou'reno

longerhappywithmesopleasefindhappiness

andpleasecomebackhomewhenyou’ve

figureditoutbecauseyou'retheloveofmylife

andlifewithoutyouisunbearable”

Iwatchasherfacegoespale,hereyesglisten

withtearsandshemovesfrommylap.

Her:Whydoyouinsistonhurtingmelikethis?

WhatdidIeverdowrongtodeserveallthispain

you'recausingMe?WhySfiso?

HervoiceisshakingandIdon'tknowwhatto

do.Iamdumbfoundedforamoment.



Her:Pleasetakemebackhome!

Me:LindiweI…

Her:Okayit'sfineI'llgomyself.

Sheopensthedoorandstartswalkingaway.

Heebafethuwhat'shappening?KantewhydoI

neverdothingsright?Ifinallycatchupwithher

andIblockherway.Shehastearsrunning

downhercheeksandIstartpanicking.

Me:Babytalktome.

ShetriestogetawayfrommebutIblockher

way,shegoesrightImovethatway,leftIalso

movethatway.Wehavepeoplelookingatthis



grownasscoupleactinglikekids.Ipickherup

andcarryherovermyshoulders,Iamsurprised

byhowlightshefeelsIguessthiswholething

withushastakenatollonbothherphysicaland

emotionalwellbeing.Igetbacktomycarwhich

isacoupleminutesaway,she'sfightingtoget

offmebypunching,pinchingandkickingbutI

amnotlettinghergo.Iopenthecarwithone

handandtheothermakingsureshedoesn't

escape.Iputheronherseat,fastenthe

seatbeltandlockherdoor,Ithenmovetomy

sideandonceIambuckledupIstartdrivingbut

notbeforecatchingmybreath.

Me:What'swrongLynn?Ithoughtyouwanteda

breakandthat'swhatIamgivingtoyouandI

stillgetshitforthat.WhenIdon'twanttoletgo

ofyoutheysayIamselfish,Itrytosetyoufree

thenyoupullstuntslikethese,Ijustdon'tknow

whattodoanymore.



Wearenowparkedatapetrolgarageabout20

Kmsfromherhouse.She'squietandplaying

withherring,it'sfrustratingbecauseIknowshe

hasalottosaybutit'slikeshe'sincapableof

speakingherheart.Igetanidea.

Me:Don'tbreakthewindowsI'llbebacknow.

Imakesuretopressthelockbutton3timeson

mykeytounablehertousetheunlockbutton

insidethecar.Ithenrushinthegarageshop

andpraythatmyplanworks.

Lindiwe

Ireallycan'tbelievethisidiotthatIcallmy

husband.Heislettingmego?Rhhaa!WhatamI?



Anemployeethat'snotdoingagoodjob?Ifeel

sobelittled,frustratedbutmostlyhurt.He's

choosingInesoverme.He'schoosingawoman

thatcanbearhimchildrenandextendhisfamily

overtheloveandbondwehavecreated.

IwatchhimwalktotheshopandIfeellike

rippingmyheartoutofmychestbecauseit's

betrayingme.HowcanIstilllovehim,whenall

hedoesisplaywithmyheart?HowcanIstill

wanthimwhenhe'sathreattomyexistence?

Thewayhewalks,thewaytheclothesare

perfectlysownonhisperfectlycarvedbody,the

fuckensmellthat'scloggingmynostrilsthis

instantandturningmeon.

“GodIwantmyhusbandback"myheartsays

butmymindquicklyretaliates.



‘No!No!Lindiwethisisnotimeforyourheartto

calltheshots.Thismancheatedonyou,he

likedsomeoneandmadethempregnantwhile

youwerestillsleepingsafelyinhisarms.He

liedtoyouformonths,laughingwithhis

mistressonyourface,playinghappyfamilywith

theirunbornchildwhileyoucooked,washed

andtookcareofhim.HemustjustVoetsek!’

Ifeellividjustthinkingaboutallofthesethings.

IamdonewithSfisoinfactIamdivorcinghim.I

can'tbesecondbestinmymarriage,Irefuseto

betheinsecurewomanfortherestofmylife.I

trytoopenthedoorusingtheunlockbutton

insidethecarandit'snotworking,Iwantto

leave,Iwanttogetasfarawayfromthisreplica

ofthemanIusedtocallmyknightinshining

armour,mysoulmate,myeverything.

Ihearthebeepbeepsoundandhe'sback,he

getsinthecarandIstartgettingallemotional



again.Ican'thelpmyself,Iamdrained,Iamnot

thinkingstraight,shouldIgo?ShouldIstay?My

heartandmindareinatugofwar.

Him:PleaselookatmeLynn.

Hiscommandingvoiceforcesmyeyestomeet

hisandmyheartisnothavingmercyonme.His

eyestellmealotaboutthelovehehasforme,

theylookgenuinebutIcan'ttrustthem

becausethey'rethesameonesthatsaw

anotherwomanandfellforhercharms.They're

thesameonesthatlookedatmeandliedeach

andeverydayfordays.SohowcouldItrust

whatthey'rerelentlesslytryingtotellme?Idon't

believethemandsoIchoosetolookaway.

Him:Takethis.Let'stalk.



Hehandsmeanotepadandpen.Ifeelmylips

tremblingasimagesofhowweusedtodothis

whenwewereyoungandstupidlyinloveflood

mymind.Whatwefeltforeachotherthen

meantalot,weweresurethatwewouldlast

foreverandthatlovelikeourswasunshakable

butlookwherewearenow.

Him:TellmehowyoufeelLynn.

Itakethepenwithmyshakyhand,Iwantto

openmyheartforhimtoseehowmuch

damagehe'sinflictedbutmywordsfailme.

*Ihateyou*

That'stheloudestemotionIfeelrightnowsoI



scribblethatdown.

*Ihateyouformakingmeloveyouthiswayand

thismuch.Ihateyoufortakingmylovefor

granted.Ihateyouforgamblingwithallwehad,

formakinganotherwomanhavewhatbelongs

tome.Ihateyouformakingithardtojustcallit

quits,formakingithardformetoimaginemy

lifewithoutyou,butmostlyIhatethatafterall

thedamageyou'vecausedusyou'rewillingto

stopfighting.You'regivinguponuslikewe

meantnothingtoyou**

Ithrowthenotepadathim,it'swetwithmy

tearsandhereadsitquicklywhileIam just

sittingtherewithmyheadonmyknees,Ifeel

likeit'stheendoftheworld.Iknowit'swrongto

havesomeoneasthecentreofyourhappiness

andworldthiswaybuttheheartwantswhatit



wants.

Him:TherearealotofthingsIcanhandleinmy

lifebutnotyouhatingme.Iamdeeplysorryfor

evenlookingatanotherwoman,worsesleeping

withherletalonewithoutprotectingmyself,and

protectingyou.Iamsorrythatshe'spregnant

Lynn,Iwasstupidtoputusunderthese

circumstances.

Iamsobbinglouderandlouderbecausethisis

thefirsttimehehasacknowledgedhiswrongs.

HetriestoholdmebutIslaphishands.

Me:YouliedtomeSfiso.Youdidn'tprotectme

andyoubetrayedallthatwevowedtoeach

other.



Him:IfIcouldturnbackthetimeIwould

honestlydothingsdifferently.IamselfishandI

amsorrybaby.Inevermeanttohurtyou.

Me:Youdon'tgetitdoyou?It'snotjustabout

sleepingwithherandmakingherpregnantbut

it'syouknowingaboutitanddecidingthatI

wasn'timportantenoughforyoutotellme.To

thinkthatmeyourwife,thatIdidn'tdeserveto

hearitfromyouthatyoumessedup.Toletthat

skanklookatmeandthinkhowstupidIshould

bewithahugediamondringandaPhDwhile

shecarriesyouroffspring.Wasitnicegoingto

thedoctor'sappointments,hearingthe

heartbeatforthefirsttimewhileallIyearned

forwasyourloveandcompleteattentionand

youwerehavingallthatwithyournewfamily.

Him:Lindiwestop!



Me:WasitniceSfiso?Megivingupmyjob,

loweringmystandards,sacrificingmydreams

whileyoufuckherandspoilher.Wasitnice

destroyingmyheart?Okgobangayowasitnice?

Iamfrantic!Iamevenstrugglingtoarticulate

mywordsproperly.Ifeelmyemotions

overflowingandIneedtorelease,Ihavekept

toomuchtomyself,somanysilentcries.They

saywhenyoustrikeawomanyoustrikearock

butIamnotarockIamhuman,there'sblood

runningthoughmyveins,youstabmyheartI

die.SoIrefusetobearockbecauseitmeansI

takeeveryspit,kick,betrayal,disrespect,every

trial,everycheatingscandal.No!Womenhave

toalwaysacceptbullshitbecauseofphrases

suchasthisIamnotarockIamhuman,just

likeamanIdeservetobetreatedwithcare,I

deservemyhearttobeshelteredandformeto



betreatedwithdeeploveandrespect.

Idon'tevenknowhowIendeduponhislapbut

that'swhereIamnowandhe'srubbingmyback.

Him:IamreallysorrymyloveIamaselfish

manLynn.Ididn'tthinkabouthowitwasgoing

toaffectyouthat'swhyIamgivingyouspace

maybetheseparationwillhelpyouheal,maybe

itwillgiveyoutimetoworkonyourselfandfor

yourownhappiness.Iamnotgivinguponyou,I

amtryingtobeselflessforonceinmylife,to

putyoufirst.

Ikeepsobbingonhisneck,Ihearwhathe's

sayingbutIguessIdon'tknowifspaceiswhat

IneedeventhoughIcan'tstandthepainof

beingaroundhim.Maybewecanraisethechild

togetherbutagainIdon'twanttohatean



innocentsouljustbecauseofhowtheywere

conceived.IfIstayitalsomeanshavingInesin

ourlivesforeverandthat'sabitterpillto

swallow.

Me:Areyouaskingforabreakbecauseofher?

Hetriestoliftmyheadupsothatwecanlook

ateachotherbutIkeepmyheadfirmlyrested

onhisneck.

Him:It'snotbecauseofher.Idon'tlovethatgirl

Lynnmyheartonlybelongstoyouandinsome

fantasyworldIwouldwishthatyouacceptthat

she'spregnantandoncethebabywasbornwe

couldraiseittogetherandgivehermoneytogo

backtoMozambique.



Me:IthinkonlytimewilltellbutfornowIdon't

thinkIcandothat.

Him:Iknow,that'swhyIamproposingthis

separationsothatwecanbothworkonand

findourselves.Iloveyousomuchandthis

hurtsevenmuchbutIfeellikeit'stherightthing

todo.

Me:Itfeelslikeyou'rebreakingupwithme

again.

Him:Again?

Me:RememberwhenIcametoyourroomwhen

Iwas14.



Him:IwasstupidthenandIamevenstupider

now.

Me:YouareandsoamIforfallingforyouso

hard.

Him:Imaybestupidbutyouweremysmartest

moveever.

Me:Socheesy!

IgigglestillhidingmyfaceandIcanfeelhe's

alsosmiling.It'shardtostayangryathim

becauseheknowsmesowell,heknowshowto

makemehappyandsupposedlyhowtobreak

meapart.



Sfiso

Myheartiswarmhearinghergiggleandhaving

herarmswrappedaroundmyneck.She'smy

baby,Iwastherewhenshehadherfirstperiod,

whenshepassedhermatric,whenshegave

birth,herfirstdayatvarsity,whenshelosther

firstpatient,Iwasthere.

‘GodIneedmoretimewithherpleasebringher

backtome’

Her:Theparentsareprobablybitingtheirheads

off.

Me:Iamnotreadytoletgo.



IholdherevencloserandIcanfeelmymember

growandallIwantistobeburiedsodeep

withinher.MybreathingescalatesandIfindmy

handsbrushingherbutt.She'smakingsounds

thatjustturnmeovertheedge.

Me:IwantyouLynn.

Her:Ican'tSfiso.

Me:Pleasebabyjustonelasttime.

Irubmyhandonhercookieandshe'sbreathing

intensivelyonmyneck.Iattempttomovemy

handinsideherpantsbutshepushesthem

away.



Me:Lynn…

Isaywithmyeyesclosed,Ifeeloutofbreath,I

amhungryforherandIcan'tcontainmyself.

Her:IamsorrySfisobutIdon'tthinkit'sagood

idea.Youknowsexisgoingtomakemeclingy

andIwon'tthinkstraight,it'sanunfair

advantage.

She'ssittingwitheitherlegonmysideandher

cookieisexactlyontopofmypoppingdick.

Me:Okay.

Her:Thankyou.



ShemovesfrommeandIhavetogooutside

forawhilesothatIcancooloffabit.It's

amazinghowshestillmanagestoturnmeon

withnoeffortatall.

Me:Let'sgo.

Her:You'regood.

Me:I'llsurvive.

ShelooksoutsideandIknowshemightbe

thinkingotherwise.

Me:Idon'tmeanitlikethat.Iwillneversleep

withanotherwomanuntilyou,Ipromise.



Shelooksatmeandthenbackoutside.My

heartachesandIcan'tbelievethatIlostthe

womanIlovechasingafteragirlIdon’tgivea

fuckabout.Ilostagem.

Iparkoutsidethegateandthecarsarestill

there.We'vebeengoneforfourhours.Iopen

mydoorandsheopenshersbeforeIcando

that.Itrapherbetweenthecarandmyself.

Me:Areyousureaboutthis?

Her:SfisopleaseIcan'tbreathe.

Me:Stopdoingthatyou'remakingithardfor

me.



Her:WhatamIdoing?

She'sspeakingslowlyandalmostoutofbreath,

bitingherlowerlipandIjustwanttodevourher

now.

Me:Ncncnc…

IholdhertomychesttakinginherscentandI

runmyhandsthroughherhair.

Me:Iamgoingtomissyou.

Her:Imore.

Me:Let'sleavethemherethen,let'sgohometo

oursonandjustforgetaboutthiswhole



nightmare.Wecan'tlivewithouteachotherand

Idon'tseewhyweshouldtortureourselves.

Her:We'renotdoingthis.Comelet'sgo

becausenowthey'relookingatusthroughthe

window.

Ilookbackandthecurtainmoves.Typicalof

mymomandauntynom,Itakeherhandandwe

walkin.Alleyesfallonuswhenwecome

throughthedoor.Wesitnexttoeachotherour

handsstillintertwined.

Lebo'sdad:Yousuretookyourtime.

Me:Weapologizeforkeepingyouwaitingbut

weneededtimealone.Thisisnoteasyon

eitherofus.



Dad:Weunderstand,sowhathaveyoudecided?

Me:We'reseparating.

AuntyNom:Lindiwe!Ohmychildthisnota

goodidea,you'regivingthedevilaplatformin

yourhome.It'sonlygoingtogetworseplease

don'tdothis.

Mom:Finally!She'smakingsomesense.

Me:Mom!PleaselikeIsaidthisishardonus

andweneedyoursupport.Wetalkedabout

thisandthisawayforwardforbothofus.

Dad:AndSiyabonga?



Me:Wedidn'tgettothatbutIsuggesthelives

withmefornowbecauseofschoolandjustto

giveLindiwetimetoherself.

HehasanexpressionthatIhaven'tseenfora

longtime,onethatsayshe'sproudofme.

Dad:Lindiwewhatdoyousay?

Shejustnodsandshrugshershoulders.We

havemanymorediscussionsandfinallywe

leave.

Me:Ineverythingthat'shappeningknowthat

myloveforyouwillneverfade,youweremy

firstandwillbemylast.



Ipeckherlipsandenterthecar.Ilookatheras

wedriveaway,she'sfoldingherarmsand

leaningonthegate.Myheartisleftbehind.

HowamIgoingtolivewithoutLindiweLephoto?

HappySunday
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Lindiwe

Iwatchasthecardisappearsandasheleaves

withmyheart.IwonderifImadetheright

decision.Ifeellikesuchafailureandadisgrace.



WhatisSiyathinkofme?He'sprobablygoing

toblamemefortheseparation.Iremember

howIusedtohatemymomfortheabsenceof

myfatherinmylife.Ifeelawarmhandcover

me.

Mom:Comebabyyou'llcatchacold.

It'sonlynowIrealisethatit'sraining.Iamnumb

asmomlocksherarmwithmineandleadsme

tothedoorandintothehouse.SheordersVuyo

torunmeabathandshehelpsmestripoutof

myclothesandcoversmewithatowel.When

didIbecomethisweakandsochildlike?She

helpsmeinthebathandsitsonit'sedge

pouringwateronmybackwithatowel.

Me:Ithurtsmama.Ifailed.Ifailedyou,Ifailed

mychidandIfailedmyself.



Mom:Shhh!Youdidn'tfailmybaby.Iamproud

ofyouforknowingyourworth.Noonecan

makedecisionsonyourbehalfbabyandifyou

thinkthisisforthebestthenwe'llsupportyour

decision.Comelet'sgetyoutobed.

Shehelpsmeoutanddriesthenlotionsme.

Mom:Wearthis,Iwillberightback.

Shehandsmemypyjamasandagownthen

leavesme.IfeellikeIhavebeencarryingthe

worldonmyshouldersandnowthatit'sbeen

lifted,Iamweakandtryingtogathermy

strength.Momwalksbackinwithatray,there's

soup,awaterpitchandsomepills.



Me:Idon'twantfoodma.

Her:IknowbutIwantedyoutodrinkthese.

Me:Whatarethey?

Her:Sleepingpills.

Me:Nothosearenotgoodpassmemybag.

ShehandsittomeandItakeoutmyValerian

pillsthey'reanaturalalternativethanregular

sleepingpills.Ialsotakesomeparacetamolfor

musclepainmybodyneedsrest.Itakeafew

spoonsofthesoupandthepillswithwater.

Her:You'llgetthroughthisbaby.



Me:Ihopesomama,ithurtsreallybadly.

Her:Iknowbaby.Come!Sleepwillhelp.

SheopensthesheetsandIgetintobed.She

kissesmyforeheadandtucksmein.Ipage

throughmyFacebookaccountuntilIfinally

doseoff.

•

•

•

Iwakeuptothesoundoftaxishooting,people

walkingoutsideandjusttownshipvibe,you

can'tgetthatanywhereelse.You'dthinksleep

wouldatleastlowertheamountofpainIfeelin

myheartbutit'sstillthesameinfactitfeels

morelikeaphysicalone,likeIhavebeen



literallystabbedbythesharpestknife.

IcheckthebedsideclockandIhavebeen

asleepformorethan12hours,Iwishedit

wasn'tmorningalready.IamexhaustedandI

missmysonbadly.Itakemyphoneanddecide

togivehimacall,Ihavebeentryingtodosobut

Idon'thaveanyanswersforthequestionshe

mightaskmebutIamsurehe'salsoconfused

andmissesme.Ichoosetovideocallhim

becauseImisshischubbyfaceandhisphone

takesmestraighttovoicemailwhichisn'tmuch

ofasurprisebecausehe'sforeverplaying

gamesonit.IdialSfiso’snumbernextand

althoughwepartedongoodtermsyesterday,I

amanxiousaboutseeinghim.

ItringsunansweredandmymindracesbutI

guessIhaverelinquishedallrightstoquestion



hismoves.Itryagainwithmyheartstillbeating

loudlyandhepicksup.Westareateachother

withoutsayinganything.Hiseyesarebloodshot

redandhe'salsoinbedwhichisoutof

characterbecauseheneversleepsuntilthis

timeoftheday.

Him:Hi!

Me:Hey.

Thesadnessistravellingthroughthephoneand

allIamyearningforistobeinhisarms.He

lookshotinhispyjamasanduncombedhair.

ThisisgoingtobetougherthanIanticipated.

Sfiso



IwatchedasIleftmyheartbehind.Honestly,I

didwhatIdidbecausethat'swhataselfless

personshoulddobutIguessIamselfish

becauseIdon'tthinkit'sforthebest.Iloveher

toomuchandIdidn'tandstilldon'twanttolet

go.WedroppedoffLebo'sdadfirstthenmom

insistedongoinghome,packingherstuff

becauseshe'stemporarilymovinginwithus.I

didn'tdisputemuchbecauseshe'sverygood

withSiyaandshe'sinmycornerandthat's

exactlywhatIneed.

NowIamstaringintohereyesandmyheart

achesfromscratch.Imeanit'sevidentthat

she'shurtingandIalso,Ijustdon'tunderstand

whythetorture.

Her:Youweresleeping?



Me:Funnyisn't.

Her:WeirdbutIguessgiventhecircumstances

it'snormal.Howareyou?

Me:Imissyou.

Her:IknowandImissyoutoo.Itwillgetbetter

thisisforthebest.

Me:How?

Her:SfisoNo!

Me:IamsorryIguessIhavetolearnhowto

backoff.



SheshakesherheadandIbackdowneven

thoughmyhearttellsmenotto.

Her:IactuallycalledtospeaktoSiya.Whereis

he?Imisshimalot.

Me:Hehasn'tstoppedtalkingaboutyou.Let

mecallhimforyou.

Ileavemyphoneonthebedandcallhim.He

comesrushingwhenItellhimthatit'shismom

calling.

Siya:Momwhenareyoucomingback?We

missyou!DadlookshorriblewithoutyouandI

failedmysciencetestsincewecouldn'tdoit

together,noweveryonethinksIamdumbandI



amnot.Areyougoingtomakeitforthefamily

fundaythisTuesdayorisMomLucytakingme?

ShemovedinyesterdaywhichisgreatbutI

wanthome.

Her:Whoaslowdownchamponethingata

time,goshImissyou.

Siya:Thencomebackareyousickor

something?

Ileavetheroomjusttogivethemspace,Iknow

oncetheygetstartedtheywon'tstop.Igo

downstairstocheckonmymomandas

expectedshe'sinthekitchenslavingaway.I

kisshercheekfrombehindherandshe's

startled.



Me:Goodmorning.

Mom:Youwanttogivemeaheartattack?

Me:AndhereIthoughtIwaspassinganice

gesture.

Mom:YouknowIwouldneversaynotothose

especiallywhentheycomefromyou.

Igiveherawidesmileandsheleaveswhatever

she'sdoingandsitsonthehighkitchenchairs

oppositeme.

Mom:It'sgoingtogetbetteryouknow.Don't

pushyourselftoomuch,takethingsslowlyone

dayatatime.



Me:Easiersaidthandone.

Mom:IfeltlikeIwasdyingwhenyourfatherleft

meandyethereIam,alive!Itstillhurtseven

todaybutyoulearntolivewiththepain.Sogive

ittime.

Me:We'renotdivorcedma,we'retakingabreak.

Her:Samethingtomebutifyoustillhavehope

thenthat'sgood.

IdecidetochangethetopicbecauseIknow

momisnotLynn'scheerleaderandwewillend

upfightingaboutit.



Me:Itookafewdaysofffromworkjustto

adjusttothiswholething.

Mom:GoodandcallLebohe'salwaysbeenable

tocheeryouup.

Me:Argh!thatone(shakeshead)isthereasonI

aminthismessinthefirstplaceI'veeven

blockedhisnumbers.

Mom:Idon'tknowwhathedidbutIampretty

surehedidn'tforceyoutosleepwiththatgirl.

Me:Ifhedidn'tunderminemymarriageand

introducemetothisgirlIwouldn'tknowher

nowwouldI?



Mom:Haiangazi!Butintimeslikethisweneed

friendsandhe'syourbestfriend.

Me:Maybelater.

ShehandsmeaplateoffoodandIdevourit

likeapersonwhosmokesdagga.Ihaven'thad

realfoodindays,eversinceLynnleftwe've

beensurvivingontakeaways.

Mom:SowhenamImeetingthisgirl?

Me:WhoInes?

Mom:Yes!She'scarryingmygrandchildandI

wanttobeinvolvedasmuchaspossible.When

you'repregnantyouneedallthesupportyou



cangetandasthefatherofthatchildyouneed

tobethereforher.

Me:Haima!Iwantnothingtodowiththatgirl.I

willkeeponsendinghermoneybutasfor

supportshecangetitwhereshewasgetting

hercontraceptives.

Mom:Sfiso!Ididn'traiseyoutobelikethis.You

needtoacknowledgethatgirlbecauseshe's

carryingyouroffspring.Iknowthatthesituation

isnotidealbutthebabydidn'tdoanythingto

you,itdeservesyourlove

Me:Iwillthinkaboutitbutfornowngigrand

withher.Shecancallmewhenshe'sinlabour.

Mom:Yho!(clapshands).Atsomepointwe



needtoacceptthatshe'sgoingtobepartofour

lives.WeneedtoformallyintroducehertoSiya

andhaveherlivecloseby.

Me:Thatwomanisnotcominganywherenear

closemysonormyhomesoplease.

Mom:Siyabonganeedsto…

Siya:WhatdoIneed?

Me:Nothingimportant.

HehandsmemyphoneandIamdisappointed

thatLynnhungup.Idon'tknowwhatwasIeven

thinkingbutitstillhurtsthatshedidn'teven

saygoodbye.



Me:Iamgoingtoshowerandstayinbedfora

while.

SiyaattacksmewithahugandIholdontohim.

Siya:MomsaysIshouldtakecareofyouuntil

shecomesback.Shepromisedthatshe'sgoing

tocomebacksodon'tbesad,youneedtobe

strongbecauseshelovesyou,that'swhatshe

saidIshouldtellyou.

Icanfeeltearswellupinmyeyes,Ireally

neededtohearthatanditaddsonabitofhope.

Me:Thankschampwanttobingeonmovies.



Siya:SorrydadIamgoingtoJason'splacewe

haveaMathsprojectthat'sduetomorrow.

Me:Okaycool.

Ikisshisforeheadandleavetheminthe

kitchen.Imovetomyroomandtakeashower.

WhenIamdoneItakeoutfreshPJsandthen

startmybinge.

Lindiwe

Siya:Thencomebackareyousickor

something?

Me:Iamnotsicknana,mom'sjusttakinga

break.



Him:Arewestressingyoumommy?

Me:No!Nobabynotatall.Mommyhasbeen

underalotofstressfromworkandthedoctors

saidIshouldrest.

Him:Thenwhydon'tyouresthere?

Me:Youknowwhenyouaresickandyouwant

mommytobetheretotakecareofyou.

Him:Yes!

Me:Ialsoneedmymommytomakemefeel

betterandthenIwillcomeback.



Him:Gogo?

Me:Yesbaby.She'llbetakingcareofmeuntilI

getbetterandyoucanvisitmeanytimeyou

want.

Him:Andwhenyouokayyou'llcomeback?

Me:Ipromise.

IknowIamnotsupposedtopromisethingsI

can'tguaranteebutIneedhimtobelievethat

everythingwillbewellsoon.

Him:Thatwillmakedadandmeveryhappy.

Me:YoushouldtakecareofhimwhileIam



gone.Youknowhe'snotverygoodatbeing

alone.

Him:He'snot.

Me:SoIneedyoutobestrongandtellhimto

alsobestrong,Iloveyouboth.

Ifeelmythroatclot,IwanttocrybutIneedto

putonabraveface.

Him:IamgoingtoJason'splacewehavea

Mathsproject.

Me:OkaybabyIloveyouandchargeyour

phoneIwillcalllater.



Him:Byemom.

HedropsthecallbeforeIevenrequesttospeak

withSfisoandforsomereasonIwantedtotalk

tohim.Idon'tknowwhatIwouldsaybutImiss

hisvoice.Iplacethephoneonmyheartand

takeahugesigh.

“Youneedtomoveon"

MymindscreamsatmeandIhavetoagree.

FirstthingIneedtodoistogetoffthisbed,cut

mypitypartyandgoaskformyjobback.

LuckilythehospitalisopenevenonSundays,I

justneedtogetanappointmentandwhobetter

toorganisethatthanPalesa.

Her:Sisterboss.



Me:Heybabe.

Her:Watsebahomolahlamothoshame(you

knowhowtoabandonaperson)

Me:IamsorrybooIhavebeengoingthrough

themost.

Her:Ifigured.

Me:Howso?

Her:Thatskankhasbeenwalkingaroundhere

likesheisimpregnatedbythepresidentofthe

country.



Me:Everyoneknowshuh?

Her:Youknowhowthesecheapslutsare,she's

makingitknown.

Yho!MyheartsinksbutIhavetodealwiththis

ifIwanttogobackandIknowIhavetoface

hereverydayandthetalksbehindmybackbutI

needthejobIcan'tstaywithmyparentsforever.

Me:That'snotwhyIcalled.Ineedafavour.

Her:Anythingforyou.

Me:PleasecheckwhentheHRclosesand

organiseanappointmentformetoday.



Her:Emahanyane!(Wait)

Shedoesherthingforalongfiveminuteswhile

Ihold.

Her:Done!Behereatleastby11am.

Me:Thankyoubooyou'reanangel.

Her:Anytimemylove.

Idropthecallfilledwithexcitement.Imanage

topusheverythingtothebackofmymindand

focusonthepositives.

•

•



•

Luvuyo:Wow!Youlookveryhotsis!

HeshoutsassoonasIenterthelivingroom.I

makeatwirlforthemandtheycheer.Iam

wearingahighwaistblackpencilskirt,redlace

vestwithamatchingblazerandblacksandal

stilettos.

Mom:Wow!someonewokeupintherightside

ofbed.

Jake:Iamhappytoseeyouthishappy,I

honestlythoughtthatyou'dstillbestuckinyour

room.

Me:Lifeistooshorttobeweary.Iamgoingto

thehospitaltoaskformyjobbackIhopeallwill



getbetter.

Sino:Theycan'tdenysuchasexydoctorback.

Everyone:HaiboSino!

Sino:What?

Me:Sexy?

Jake:Wena!Ola.

Hegesturesthatshe'swalkingonathinline

andweallshakeourheads,thisoneisgoingto

givemyparent'saheartattack.Igrababanana

andgrapes.



Mom:Haiwethu!Eatsomething.

Me:Noma!thehospitaladministrationcloses

nowat12pmsoIneedtogetthereintime.

Mom:Goodluck.

Ikissallofthemonthecheekandrushoutof

there.Ifeelsostrongandreadytotakeonthe

world,Iknowit'stooearlybutIthinkIamgoing

tomakeit.

Don'tforgettolike,commentandshare

Warning:short!



Season2

Chapter5

Lindiwe

It'sbeensolongsinceIhavebeenhere,the

placestilllooksthesame,tranquil,butthereal

actionisinsidesoyou'llalwaysthinkit's

peacefulandquietfromoutside.Imissit

though,theadrenalinrush,theunbelievable

hoursandsavinglivesit'sincredible!Palesa’s

shiftisoverbecausethere'sanotherpersonon

herdesk,anIndianladythatlovestokeepto

herself,she’sverygoodatthisjobespecially

theadministrationpartofthingsbutPalesaisa

goodfaceforthehospital.



Me:HiIamhereforDrMarlene

Her:Andyouare?

Me:IamsorryDrLephoto.

ShegivesmeaweirdandconfusedlookandI

rememberthatIamnotthepopularDrLephoto.

Me:DrLLephototheotheroneismyhusband.

Shestartstypingonherlaptopanddoesn't

acknowledgemeforagood3minutesandIam

wonderingwhydidIevenstartherefirst,Icould

havejustwentstraighttoHRbutit'spartofthe

hospitalrulestobeclearedfirst.



Her:Lookslikeshe'sexpectingyou.

Me:Thankyou.

Iturntoleavebutshecallsafterme.

Her:Visitor’spass

Me:Oh!forgotthatIneedoneofthose.

Ihangitonmyneckandgostraighttothe

elevatorHRisonthelastfloor.Iamsharingthe

elevatorwithtwointernsandnursesandtheir

staresarediggingonmyback.Idon'tdarelook

backbecauseIdon'ttrustthatIambrave

enoughtostandthejudgementandmockery.

Wereachthesecondfloorandtheyaboardstill



gigglingandwhispering,IwishIhadpepper

sprayandsprayitallovertheireyes,hoes!I

reachthe3rdfloorandit'smystop,Iam

nervousasIwalktothedoor.

Me:Knock!Knock!

Her:Hey!DrLephotoComein.Iwasvery

surprisedtohearthatyouwantedforusto

meet,urgentlyeven.

Me:MayI?

Her:Yesplease.

ShesignalsthatItaketheseatoppositehers.



Me:Iwilljustcuttothechase.Thingsdidn't

quiteworkoutthewayIhadimaginedthey

wouldgoandsoIamheretoessentiallyaskfor

myoldjobbackifthat'spossible.

Her:Iamsorrythatthingsdidn'tturnoutthe

wayyou'dhopedlifedoesthatalot.

Unfortunatelywehadtooccupytheposition

fasterthanwenormallydobecauseofthe

shortageofstuffsothereisanotherdoctor

alreadyworkingatyourpost.

Me:Oh!

Mymoodinstantlydropsbelowzero,Iamlost

forwordsandImeanifIdon'tfindajobIdon't

seehowIamgoingtopickmyselfup.



Her:However,we'verecentlyhaveanopening

thoughitmightnotbewhatyou'relookingfor

but…Heretakealookforyourself.

Sheopensherdrawerandhandsmethe

stapleddocumentandIgothroughit.

Me:Hospitaladministrator?

Her:You'reoverqualified,yes,butit'swhatwe

havefornowandyoucanstillputaneyeonany

openingplusyoustillgetyourDoctors’salary.

Me:Somysalarydoesn'tchange?

Her:Itremainsthesameaswellasalltheother

benefits.



Me:AtleastbutIdon'tevenknowwhata

hospitaladministratordoes,whatdoesitentail?

Her:Hospitaladministratorsareresponsiblefor

theday-to-dayoperationofahospital,youknow,

therecruit,hireandevaluationofassistant

administrators,nursesanddoctors,plan

budgetsandsetratesforhealthservices,

developandexpandprogramsforscientific

research,assistintheeducationofnewdoctors

inteachinghospitalsanddevelopprocedures

forqualityassurance,patientservices,medical

treatments,departmentactivitiesandpublic

relationsoutreachandmanymorethingsthat

formpartoftherunningandmanagementof

thehospital.

Me:Wow!Ididn'tevenknowtherewerepeople



whodothat,soundslikealotofworkforone

person.

Her:Obviouslyyou'llgetapersonalassistant

andateaminplaceofyoungpeoplewhoare

keentoworkunderyourleadershipandyouget

tochooseforyourselfwhoyouwanttowork

with.

Me:Wow!

Ican'thelptheastonishment,ImeanIstudied

foryearsandhardtobecomeadoctorand

neverinmywildestdreamsdidIthinkthatI

wouldbeanadministrator.NotthatIundermine

thepeoplewhodothejobinfactIadmirethem

fordoingallthatbutit'snotexactlywhatI

aspiredtobe.



Her:Iknowit'snotascomplexaswhatyou

guysdobutIamsurethehospitalwill

appreciatehavingsomeonelikeyouintheir

corner.Plusyougetabiggeroffice,moreleave

days,lesscrazyhours,nonightshiftsbutyou

havetoalwaysbeoncallwheneveryou’re

requiredandyougettotraveltoseminarsall

aroundtheworld.

IfeeloverwhelmedbutIknowIneedajoband

thisissomethingnewandchallengingandit

couldbeexactlywhatIneedtorefocusandfind

myself.Theysaychangeisgoodakere?

Me:Iwilltakeit!

Her:Icangiveyouadayortwotothinkclearly



aboutitandmaybediscusswithyourpartner,

it'snotrushed.

Me:Noneed.WhendoIsignandwhendoI

start?

Her:OkayIlovethespirit!Thepositionmustbe

occupiedbythe1stofSeptember,that'sa

monthfromnow.

That'sperfectitgivesmeplentyoftimetofind

aplacetostay,moveSiyawithmeandworkon

aschedulearoundworkandbeingasingle

parent.Shegivesmethenecessarydocuments

tosignandIfeelsoexcitedaboutthis.Isign

oneverypageandscanthroughit,theywill

sendthecontracttomyattorneyanditwillbe

effectiveassoonasheokayseverything.



Me:Isthatit?

Her:Prettymuchso.WelcometoStLucia’s

hospital.

Me:But?

Her:Iknowit'snotyourfirsttimeherebutit'sa

completenewenvironmentfromthatside,you'll

see.

Me:Inthatcase,thankyou!Mayitbeapleasure

workingwithyou.

Wehandshakeandthat'sit!Nomorehandling

bloodandsavinglives,Iamgoingtobebehind



thescenesandwithallthisSfisodramaIdon't

thinkit'sabadidea.

Sfiso

Idecidetotakemom'sadviceandgetabitof

freshairandsomefuntogetmymindoff

thingssoIringthe“kingofmjaivo”Lebohang

Mokoena.

Me:Letja

Him:Sho!

Oh!Thatwascold.IknowIhaven'tbeenthe

greatestfriendbutdoyoublamemefor

blaminghimforthiswholeInesmess?Iknow



hedidn'tforcemetosleepwithherbuthedidn't

advicemetostayawayinfactthroughoutthose

twoweeksheencouragedme,talksaboutme

gettingmymanhoodbackandlookwherethat

gotme.

Me:Dintshang?(What'sup)

Him:Nix!

Me:Whyareyoubitching?

Him:Iwasjustlevellinguptoyou.

Me:You'recallingmeabitchmfethu?

Him:You'redisplayingbitchytendenciessoyou



mustbeone.

Me:Woah!

Him:Itiswhatitis.

Me:IamgoingthroughatoughtimemanandI

thoughtyouunderstand.

Him:WeallgothroughshitSfisobutyoudon't

blockoutyourfriendsandpretendasifthey

don’texist,youdon'tignorethey'recallsjust

becauseyou’renotinthemoodordon'topen

gateswhenthey'retherecheckinguponyou.

Me:Hadeboy



Him:Mxm!

Me:Letmemakeituptoyou.

Him:Iamlistening.

Me:Beersonme.

Him:Mhh?

Me:AtJimmies!

Him:Mhh?

Me:DinneratLexingtonfirstandthenbeers.



Him:Mhh?

Me:Nowwho'sbeingabitch?

Him:Voetsek!I'llseeyouin45.

HedropsthecallandIlaugh;foodandbooze,a

waytoaman'sheart.Ijustwokeupfromawell

deservednapandIfeelrefreshed,Ibathhalf

bodyanddressdapper.There'snothinglike

cleanandexpensiveclothestomakealostsoul

feelgood.IrundownstairswhereIfindSiya

sleepingwithhisheadrestedonmom'slapin

frontoftheTV.

Me:Iamgoingout.



Her:That'snicewhatchangedyourmind?

Me:IfiguredthatIcan'twinmywifebackby

beingmiserableandeatingmyselftoobesityso

Ineedtogetmygameonandhopefullyshe'll

remembertheguyshefellinlovewith.

Her:That'ssosweetbaby.Iamhappyyou're

workingonyourselfandrememberdon'trush

theprocessonedayattime.

Me:Onedayatatime,gotit!Letmeloveand

leaveyou.

IkisshercheekandSiya's.

Me:Don'twaitup!



Itakeoutmyvrrrpha,Iamouttoplaytonight,I

wanttogetdrunkanddanceallnight,no

womendramajustmeandmyboy.Iam

listeningtoBlackmotion'smixonmywayto

pickupLebo,thebeatisenoughtomakeme

wanttoturnup.Ifindhimoutsidesmokingand

dressedup,Lebohanglovesthefinerthingsin

lifejustdoesn'twanttoworkhardforit.

Me:Doyouwantmetoopenthedoorforyou?

Him:Iamthebitcharen'tI?

IdecidetoplayhisgameandIgoaroundand

openthedoorforhim.

Me:Mylady



Imakeabowforhimandhepushesmeaside

andclosesthedoor.Ilaughandgetonmyside

andstartdriving.

Me:Ogrand?

Him:Sharp!Wenaogrand?

Me:Icouldbebetterbutotherwisengigrand.

Him:Isawyourgirl,she'slivinginoneofour

apartments.

Me:Don'truinmymoodman.



Him:Iamsorry.

ThelastthingIwanttothinkaboutisInes,that

girlgetsundermyskin.Beforetheseparation

withLynnIcouldtolerateherbutnowIcan't

evensayorhearhernamewithoutmyblood

boiling.

Him:Jeseslenumber!Increasethevolume

baba!

Iturnitupandwedrivewiththesoundonblast.

Tonightpromisestobealighterdayandanight

Iwanttousetojustforgetaboutallmysorrows

evenifit'sjustforawhile.

Thankyouforthe8k+likes



Season2

Chapter6

Sfiso

WespentclosetotwohoursatLexingtonand

thefoodwasamazingasalwayslikeyou've

neverhadtraditionalfoodpreparedsoelegantly

asimpletripelookslikeamealfromthose

cookingshowsthatLynnlovessomuch,the

wayit'sbeenprepared,highstarqualityfood.

IamwaitingforLebohangoutsideJimmies

whilehetakesapiss.Itakeoutacigarettefrom

thecabin,I'vebeenavoidingsmoking

throughoutthiswholeendeavourbutHaifok!I

needafixnowjusttocalmmyheartdown.I



scrollthroughmyphoneandcontemplateon

whetherIshouldcallherornot,mynervesdon't

allowmemaybewhenIhavehadafewbeers.

Him:Sholet'sgoin.

Ithrowthecigarettebudawayandweenter.As

usual,it'somunyephez'kumunye,theplaceis

packedandthemusictooloud,girls

everywhere,strippersonpoles,mengetting

drunk,onanyregulardayIwouldhave

requestedwegosomewhereelsebutthisthe

kindofvibethatIneedrightnow.Jimmiesis

notaclassytavernbutpeopleespeciallyfrom

thesuburbscomeheretoexperiencetheKasi

feelandenjoycommercialhousemusic.

Wechoosetheseatsbythebar,it'sactuallythe

onlyclearedupplaceplusitgivesyoueasy



accesstothebarandthedancefloor.Westart

byorderingsomeshotsjusttogettheadrenalin

pumping,threeeachandthesethingswillsend

youstraighttocloudnine.

Me:Woah!Thesearefuckingamazing!

Him:Anddeadlysoslowdown.

Iignorehimandordersomebeersandwings.

Wedancethenightawaygulpingdownbeer

afterbeertalkingaboutsports,business,

relationshipsandall,wewerejoinedbythree

otherguysthatlivearoundhereandare

constructionworkers.Oneofthemismarried

andtheothertwosingle,theykeeptryingto

convincehimtobuyhimselfalapdancebut

he'snotbudging,Iadmirehisstrengthbecause

honestlymencanbesavagewiththeirbullying



andyouendupbeingpressuredtodostupid

things.

Marriedguy:Menalwaysthinkthatthey're

incapableofresistingtemptationbutIsayif

youloveyourwomanenoughandrightthenit's

justnotworthit,attheendofthedayit'sallin

themind.

Lebo:Doyoutellmethatyou'ddeclinefree

pussy?

Man1:Don'tevenbotherwiththisonehe'sbeen

givenaloveportionyouwon'twin.

Man2:Whatdoyousaydude?Doyouthinkit's

easytoturndownawomanhanding

themselvesonasilverplatter?



He'stalkingtomebutthetopicistoocloseto

homeforcomfortsoIexcusemyselfandleave

himhanging.Idecidetogooutsidetothemen's

toiletthelineislongbutI'dratherwaitthere

thanpissintheopen,it'sjustsomethingthatI

amnotcomfortabledoing.Itakeoutmyphone

andeverytimeItryanddialLynn'snumbermy

heartracesoutofcontrol,Idon'tknowwhatI

willsayorifshewouldevenanswersoIdecide

otherwise.

“Fancyseeingyouhere"Iknowthatvoicevery

wellit'sInes.

Iturnaroundandshe'srightinfrontofme.

Me:HowdoyoumanagetobeeverywhereIam?



Areyoustalkingme?

Her:Willthatbeabadthing?

Me:Youseriouslyneedtogetyourselfchecked

out.

IshakemyheadandluckilyIamthenextinline

toentersoIleaveherthereandproceedtothe

toilet.Ifeelinstantlysober,Iamlikeachild

who'sbeenburntbeforeandIamstayingfar

awayfromfire.Idomybusinesswashmy

handsevenwhenthere'snosoapbutit'sahabit.

Her:DoyouevencarethatIamcarryingyour

baby?



Me:OfcourseIcarebutwhatareyoueven

doinghereinatavernwhilstyou'repregnant.

What'sthis?

Iroughlygrabthecupshe'sholdingandshe's

drinkingcheapwine.

Me:WhyyoudrinkingalcoholInes?Areyou

tryingtokillthisbaby?

Her:Youdon'tcareaboutussowhatamI

supposetodo?ImissyouSfiso!Wemissyou!I

swearIamgoingtokillmyselfandthisbabyif

youkeepgoinglikethis.

Ican'tbelievethisgirl,justbecauseIam

avoidinghershetakesitoutonthebaby.



Me:Youjustkeepgettingworse.Lowerand

lower,it'sdisgusting!Youknowwhat,dowhat

youwanttodo,youplannedthebabyalone

moossoIguessyoucandealwithit.Nxa!

Shestartscryingandherfriendscomeand

comforther,she'sswearingatmeasIwalk

awayandIamjustgladthatthepeoplehere

don'tknowme.Ireturninsideandmymoodis

sour,Ican'tunderstandwhythisgirlkeepson

showingupwhereverIamunlessifLebotold

her.

Me:Bruhcanwetalk?

Him:Haamfethuthisismysongbruh.

Hepullsmetothedancefloorandwedance



untilthejamconcludes,it'sareallygreatsong

andyoucan'thelpbutalsowanttodancewhen

itplays.

Him:Sowhat'sup?

Hesayswithhishandsinhispocketwe're

standingoutsideintheparkinglot,it'satypical

freezingAugustnight.

Me:Inesishere.

Him:Oh!

Me:Oh!Isthattheonlyfuckenthingyouhaveto

say?DidyoutellherIwashere?



Him:Ofcoursenot!ShejustaskedwhereIwas

goingandItoldherbutIdidn’tmentionthatyou

werealsogoingtohereorevenifIdidisitreally

abadthing?

Me:Areyouevenhearingyourself?Youknow

whatIamdonewithyou.

Him:Spilomfethu!

Me:IamnolongerSpilo,Iamafather

Lebohang,Iamsomeone'sfuckenhusbandand

youshouldstophookingmeuplikewe'rein

highschool.IlovemywifeandnowIhavelost

myfamilyallbecauseyou'refuckenconsumed

bythepast,youdon'twanttofuckengrowup

sopleasedon'tletmepullyoudown,havefun,

hookup,drinkyourselftodeathandleaveme

thefuckaloneandforgood.



Iturnandleavehimthere.Ireallycan'tbelieve

thisguy.Iamangryandhurtbecauseheknows

howIfeelaboutthisInesthingbuthekeeps

throwingherinmydirection.Hecomesrunning

aftermeandIstopsinfrontofme.

Me:Getoutofmyway!

Him:Dudelisten,thisgirliscarryingyourchild

andyou'reneglectingher.Shelovesyouandall

shewantsisforyoutobethereforher.

Me:Youreallydon'tlistentowhatcomesoutof

yourmouthane?Moveoutofmyway.

Him:Youcan'tdriveinthisstate!Letmedrop

youoff.



He'srightIamdrunkandit'snotsafeandsmart

todrivelikethisbutIaminnomoodtobe

aroundhim.

Marriedguy:LookIamgoinghomenowcanI

dropyousomewhere?

Me:Wheredoyoustay?

Him:Sasolburg.

Me:Perfect!Iamgoingthosesides.

IthrowLebomykeysandgetintotheleftside.

AnhourandhalflaterIamoutsidemyparent's

house.Icanseeaslightafterlightturnsoffbut



IamstillscaredtocallLynnsoIdecidetocall

Sinobecauseshe'sprobablytheonlyonewho's

onmyside.Itringsacoupleoftimesandshe

answers.

Her:Unknownnumberhello!

Me:Sinoit'sbhutiSfiso.

Her:Oh!IamsorrybhutiIthoughtitwasmaybe

mystalker,youknowthere'sbeen…

Me:Sinowhoa!We'lltalkaboutthatlaternowI

needafavour.

Her:Anything!



Me:Twofavoursinfact.Onepleasegetmethe

keytothegate.

Her:You'reoutsidehereatourhouse?

Me:Sinolisten!YesIamoutsidebutIneedthe

keytothegateandIneedyoutogiveyour

sisterthephone.

Her:IcangiveherthephonebutthekeysIam

sorrybhutibutdadkeepstheminhisroomand

youknowthatwe'reforbiddentoenterafter9

pm.

Me:Shit!

Her:It'sashittyhabit!



Me:Sino!

Her:Iamsorry!Sowhatareyougoingtodo?

Me:IguessI'lljusthavetojump.

Her:Jumpthegate?

Me:Doyouhaveanyideas?

Her:Nojustthatit'ssoromantic.

Me:Sino!

Her:OkayIamtakingthephonetosisi.



Me:Thankyouprincess,Ioweyoubigtime!

Her:I'llrememberthat.

IhearherwalkaroundandIcanhearher

persuadingLynntotakethephoneandIfeel

likepissingonmyselfsoIdropthecalland

focusonclimbingthislongassgate.

Lindiwe

We'vejustfinishedbiblereadingwhichisa

habitthatmyparentshaveinheritedfroma

familythey'verecentlyacquainted,it'sreally

refreshingthough,cleansesthespiritandcalms

theheart.



Me:Thanksforthatma,thisisoneofthethings

Iamgoingtomissthemost.

Mom:Youtalkasifyou'removingout.

Me:IwasthinkingthatnowthatIhavemyjob

backIwillhavetofindaplacenearworkand

Siyacan'tlivewithSfisoforeversoit'sonlyright

Idothat.

Jake:Whendoyouplanonleaving?

Me:Maybenextweek.

Mom:Wow!Sosoon!Iguessyoudon'tneedus

anymore.



Me:Ma!

Mom:Iamsorry!Iknowyoucan'tlivehere

foreverbutitwasgoodhavingyouaround.

Me:IknowandIamgoingtomissyou.

Jake:Ithinkyourmommostlyenjoyedhaving

someonetotakecareofsinceyoursiblingsare

neglectingher.

Me:Youshouldreallyfindsomethingtodo.

Mom:IthinkIamgoingtoconvinceLeratoto

bringLwandleoverfortheholidays,Ineedtiny

feetandtinyhandstokeepmebusy.



Oh!LwandleisLee'sson,heisfourmonthsnow.

I'veonlyseenheracoupleoftimeswhichisso

wrongofmebutjustbeingaroundkidsmakes

mesadespeciallysinceSfisoandIhadbeen

tryingwithnoluckbutIneedtogetoffmypity

horseandbethereformybestfriend.

Me:IthinkthatwouldbegreatplusIamsure

shewouldalsolovesometimetoherself.

Jake:IwonderifDlaminiwillallowthat,theway

he'ssoinlovewiththatchild.

Mom:RemindsmeofsomeoneIknow.

Welaughwithdadwhilehe’sobliviousthat

momisreferringtohim.



Me:Yho!LookatthetimepleaseexcusemeI

needtocallSiyabeforehesleeps.

Mom:Okaybabyhaveagreatnight.

Jake:Goodnightangel.

Ikisseachofthemonthecheekandgotomy

roomwhereIimmediatelydialSiya'snumbers.

ItringsunansweredbutIpersistuntilit'spicked

upbyLucy.

Me:Hima,IsSiyaalreadyasleep?

Lucy:Yes!Hesleptearlytoday.

Me:Ohthat'ssad,Iwantedtospeaktohim.



Lucy:Whydon'tyoujustcomebackLindiwe!

Me:PleasetellhimIcalled.

Lucy:Iknowwedon'thaveagreatrelationship

butIknowmysonlovesyouandyoulovehim

backsopleasecomebackbeforeyoulose

everythingyouworkedhardfor.

Me:Iwillthinkaboutitmaandthankyouforthe

concernbutfornowIthinkSfisoandIneedto

figurethisoutalone.

Lucy:Ifgoingoutandgettingdrunkisfiguringit

outthenIwashmyhands.



Me:Excuseme!

Lucy:UlalekahleLindiwe!

ShedropsthecallandIamwonderingwhatshe

meant.Shelookedreallysincerewhichisvery

weirdbecauseforamomentitfeltlikeshe

caredforme.She'sreallyweirdormaybeit’s

thebipolar.Itakeaquickbathandthenhead

straighttobed,it'sbeenalongdayandIam

prettytired.

JustasIambeingwhiskedawaytolalaland,

“Sisiwakeup"

it'sSinowhisperingandkneelingnexttomybed.



Icheckthebedsideclockanditreads9:55pm,

what'sthisgirldoinghereatthistime.

Me:Haiwena!Whatdoyouwant?

Sino:Reallysis!pleasewakeupyourbaeishere.

Me:What!

IsitupquicklyandIamawakeinaninstant.

Sino:Wakeuphe'shereandhe'saskingforyou.

Me:Hereinthehouse?

Sino:Nodoyouthinkdadwouldallowthat?



He'sinthecottageandhesaidIshouldtellyou

tomeethimthere.

Me:Hecalledyou?

Sino:No!Ihaveatesttomorrowthatacallhim

back.

Shehandsmeherphoneandshewalksout.

Thephoneringsandit'sanunsavednumberbut

Iknowthosenumbersbyheart.

Me:Sfiso.

Him:Meetmeinthecottagein5minutesorI'll

comegetyou.



Me:Sfisowhatare…

Thelinegoesdead,hedroppedthecallonme.

Myheartwantstoleapoutofmychest.What's

Sfisodoinghere?Heevensoundsdrunk.Iget

offthebedwithmyweaklegs,sweatypalms

andracingheart.Isplashwaterovermyface

andbrushmyteeth.No!Iamnotgoing,hecan

gohanghimselfforallIcare.Isitontheedge

ofthebedwithmyheadonmyknees,Iam

reallybadwithsuchsituations.Myheartwants

himbutmymindsaysotherwise.

Sino:Areyougoingtoleavethepoorguy

hanging?

Me:Sinothisisadultbusinesssoyouwon't

understand.



Sino:Ihavetwoboyfriendssisianditdoesn't

getmorecomplicatedthanthattrustme.

Me:What?

Her:Don'tjudgetheplayerjudgethegame!

Me:Wow!Ihopeyou'rebeingsafe.

Her:Ewedude!IamstillavirginandIdon'tplan

togivethatawayuntilIfindtheonelikeyou

havewithbhutiSfiso.

Me:He'stheone?



Her:Areyouarealdoctor?

Shecomesclosetomeandpullsmeup.

Her:Hearthepoorguyout,Imeanhejumped

thegateforyouthatmeanssomethingdoesn't

it?

Me:Hejumpedthegate?

Her:That'snotthepoint.Pointisheriskeddad

findinghim,beingbittenbybrownandsnowy

justtoseeyou,inmybooksthat'spretty

romantic.

Me:Ithinkyou'resmart.



Her:IknowIam.Haveagoodnightanddress

appropriately.

ShewinksatmeandIaminshock,mylittle

princessisgrowingupfast.Itakeoffmyfluffy

pyjamasandfindamatchingbratothepanties

Iamwearingthenwearitontop.Itakea

momenttolaughatmyself,whatifSfisoishere

todumpmeandhereIamstressingabouthow

Ilook.ThereareshowersfallingoutsideasIrun

tothecottagelookingovermyshoulderthatthe

parentsdon'tseeme.

IenterwithoutknockingandIamtakenby

surprisewhenSfisopullsmeintohisarmsand

kissesthelivingoutofme.Igetlostinthekiss

becauseImissmyhusbandguys,likeImiss

beinginhisarmslikethis,feelinghisheartbeat,

thewarmthofhisembrace,thesoftnessofhis



lipsandmostlythetinglingofmyclitwhenwe

kiss.Hishandsareallovermybodyandhe

stopsaftertakingoffmyrobe.

Him:DamnImissedyouwoman!

Me:Sfiso!

Him:Shh!Letourbodiesdothetalking.

Hepullsmetohischestandwestaylikethat

forawhile,withhimhissingandgroaning.He

rubshishandsthroughmylacepantiesandI

amsoaked.

Him:Iloveyou.



Hedoesn'tgivemeachancetorespondandI

amgratefulbecauseIamstillnotsirehowto

respondtothatwithoutgivinghimfalsehope.

HekissesmeroughlyandIcantastethe

alcoholandnicotineinhismouthanditturns

meonandIwanthimasmuchashewantsme.

Sfiso

IwassonervouswaitingforLindiwetocometo

thecottage,honestlyIthoughtshewouldn't

comebutlikealwaysshesurprisedmewhen

shepitchedup.Icouldn'tholdmyexcitement

soIjustjumpedonherandstartedkissingher

withmyall.Nowshe'ssittingonacouchandI

aminbetweenherlegs,mywife'sinperfect

shape,hernanaisshavedandwet.Idevourit

likeit'smylastmealwhileshe'spushingmy

headtogoevendeeper.



Her:Babystop!

Idisputebutshelocksherlegsandpushesme

out.

Me:What'swrong?

Her:Iwantyoutofuckmenow!

Iamsurprisedbytheauthoritycarriedinher

voice.

Me:Gladlymylove.

Ipullherfromthecouchandputherontopof



thekitchentablemakingherlooktheotherway

inallfours.Itakethetimetoappreciatethis

amazingviewinfrontofme.Ispank,graband

biteherbuttcheeks,separatehervagina

envelopesandlickallthejuicesthatarecoming

out.Icantellshe'sgettingimpatientbutI

missedallofthisandIamnotsureifIwould

everbeallowednearitaftertonightsoIwant

honourit.

Her:Sfiso

Me:Yesbaby.

Her:PleaseIcan'tholditanymore.

Icanhearherpleadandthatintensifiesmy

hunger.Ipositionmyselfatherentranceand



withoutanywasteoftimeIramintoherwithall

mymight.IswearIhitsomethinginsideofher

that’showdeepIaminsideofher.Hervagina

wallsaretootightaroundmethatIamscared

thatI'llpopaveinonceIstartmoving.She

startsmovingandIhavetoholdherwaistto

refrainher.

Me:Waitalittlebitlove,letmeadjust.

Icanfeelmymembertwitchingandadaptingto

hertightnessandIstartmoving.Ofallthe

magicalthingsGodcreatedthisisuptherewith

thebest.Myheart,soulandspiritislostinthis

moment,Ican'tunderstandthewordsweare

uttering,maybeit'sthelanguageoflove,the

languageoftwosoulsbindingandformingan

everlastingbond.Iturnheraroundandlower

mypace.



Me:Iloveyou.

That'sallIwanttosay,that'swhatIdesperately

wanthertobelieve,Imessedup,Ibrokeher

apartbutIamsorry.Imisshersomuchandfor

thispastweekitwasveryclearandeyeopening;

lifewithoutherisunbearable,it'ssourand

unnatural.

Her:Iloveyoumore.

Thosewords!Ihavelongedtohearforavery

longtime,theysendmeovertheedgeandI

givemyallinthislovemakingsession.Wego

onforhoursonendandIammakingsurethat

everystrokeandsweatrelaystohermind,soul

andhearthowIfeelabouther.Iamsendinga



pleatoherhearttogivemeonemorechance

andtryingtoconvincehermindthatwewere

meanttobe.Shereachesherthirdorgasmand

Ifollowshortly,lyingwithmychestontopof

hers.Myfeetcan'tcarrymeanymore,their

wobblyandshakybutImanagetocarryherto

thebedroom.Idon'thaveanyenergytowipe

mysemenoffher,sowesleepwithherinmy

armsandIlockmylegsaroundhertinybody

makingsureshe'sstillherewhenIwakeup.

Thankyouforthemotivation

Chapter7

Lindiwe



Ican'tbelievethatyesterdayreallyhappened.

SfisocamehereandIsleptwithhim.Ihave

mixedfeelingsaboutwhatoccurredbecauseI

don'tknowwhatitmeansforus,Iamnotready

toforgivehimletaloneforgetaboutwhathedid.

It'sjusttooearlytomoveonespeciallysinceI

don'tknowwhat'sbeentranspiringbetween

himandthisgirl.

MybodyisstiffbecauseIamlockedinside

Sfiso'sarmsandlegs,it'slikehe'smakingsure

thatIdon'tescape.Myminddriftsoffto

yesterdayseventsandalthoughIamnotsure

whereyesterdayputsusbutIknowthatitwas

absolutebliss.It'sbeensuchalongtimesince

we'vehadsexlikethat,itwasjustoutofthis

world,exactlywhatGodhadinmindwhenhe

createdthisdeed.IfeelsopressedsoItryto

wiggleoutofhisembraceinvain.



Him:Whereareyougoingmylove?

Me:Ineedtopee.

Iturnstillinhisarmsandlooktohisside.His

eyesarestillclosed,asmileplasteredonhis

faceandhairmessy.Imissedwakingupnext

tothissight,openingmyeyesandrealisingjust

howmuchGodblessedmewiththis

creature.Hepullsmetohischest,myonelegin

betweenhislegsandwestareateachother.

Him:Yesterdaywasamazingthankyoubaby.

Me:Itwasreallynicehuh!



Him:Outofthisworld!Justthethoughtofitall

makesmefeelspecialthings.

Heplacesmyhandonhisshaftandthethingis

alreadyrocksolid,Ipressmythighstogether

becauseIamextremelyturnedonbyhis

reaction.Mymindhoweverdoesnotallowme

todwellonthesefeelingsbecausetheycome

withalotofcomplications.

Him:Whathappenedyesterdaywasnomistake

Lynn,wearesoulmatessopleasewipethat

expressionoffyourface.

Me:Separatedpeopledon'thookupandsneak

around,youweresupposedtogivemespace

andyetyou'rehere.



Him:Youcan'tforcemetostayawayfromyou

becauseIcan'tandinfactIrefusetodothat.

Ilookathimwithtearsinmyeyes,Isuddenly

feelemotionalandIdon'twanttodealwiththis.

Me:Ineedtopee.

Itrytomovefromhimbuthetightenshisgrip.

Him:Youcan'talwaysrunawayfromserious

talks.Talktome,whathappensfromhere?

Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Idon'tknow.Whatdoyouwant?

Him:Iwantyoutocomebackhomewithme.



Me:IamnotreadySfisoandIstillneedto

figureallthisout.

Him:We'llfigurethisouttogetherathomewith

ourson.

Ishakemyheadforalackofaresponse.

Him:Idon'tunderstandwhat'sstillthereto

thinkabout,youlovemeandIloveyou.We

clearlycan'tresisteachotherandbehappy

individuallysowhysufferLynnwhenwecanbe

happytogether?

Me:It'snotthateasy.



Him:Youdostilllovemeakere?

Me:Idon'tknowwherewestandSfisoso

pleasestoppressurisingme.

Iforcefullymovefromhimandgotothe

bathroom.Iknowweslepttogetherandyesit

wasmagicalbutitchangesnothing.Itdoesn't

erasethehurt,theliesandthetears,itdoesn’t

changewhathedid.Ihuffinfrustrationjust

thinkingaboutallofthis,Idon'tevenknowwhy

didIallowedmyselftosleepwithhim,Iputall

thisonmystupidheart,itwantshimregardless

ofallthehurthecarries.Idecidetofreshenup

usingtheunusedtoiletryinthebathroom.

Him:Iamsorry.



HehugsmefrombehindwhileIbrushmyteeth

soIrinsemymouthandturntohim.

Him:InmydelusionalmindIwishwecanforget

aboutthis,movesomewherenewandforget

aboutthiswholemessbutIguessthat'snot

possible.YesterdaywasincredibleandIdon't

wanttoruinit.

Ijustlookathimnotknowingwhattosayand

hepresseshimselfonme.

Him:Rememberthisiswherewemadelove

afterIpaidlobolaforyou.

Ijustnodbecausehe'sgettingcloserand

closerwhichmakesmefeelwetdownthere

andmyclitisplayingdrums.



Him:IlovehowyourbodytensesupwhenIam

thisclose.

Me:Sfiso...

Him:Icanevenhearyourheartbeatandyou

breathingescalate.

Me:Iamnot…

HesmasheshislipsonmineandIgrowwarmer

andwarmerinside,whydoessexmakemeso

vulnerable?Itkeepsmeatbay,makesme

submissiveandclingy.

Him:GivemeonelastchanceandIpromisenot



toblowit.

Me:Iamnotreadybaby.

Him:Iamnotsayingcomebackhome.

Me:Thenwhatareyouaskingofme?

Him:Givemeanopportunitytowooyou.

Me:Woo!(Laughing)

Him:Yes,it'sbeenalongtimesinceIdidthat

butIamupforthechallenge.

Me:ThisIwouldlovetosee.



Him:YouknowIamsmooth.

Me:Isthatso?

Him:GivemeachanceLynn,letmeshowyou

howsorryIam,letmemendyourbrokenheart

andprovetoyouthatIcanbethemanyouwant

metobe.

Me:Wecan'tignorethatyou'rehavingbabyand

thatInesisgoingtobepartofyourlifenow.

Him:Lynn…

Me:No!Wecan'tmakethisdisappearsowe

havetodealwithit.



Heshrugshisshouldersandhangshishead.

Me:Comelet'stalk.

Itakehishandandwegobacktothebed.Ican

tellhewantstoavoidspeakingaboutthisbut

it'snowornever.

Sfiso

AfteramindblowingnightandIamforcedto

spoilmymoodbytalkingaboutthisgirl.Iwas

initiallyexcitedabouthavingthisbabybutafter

everythingthattranspiredandhowIneshas

beenhandlingherselfIfeellikeIdon'tcare

anymore.



Wemovebacktothebedroomhandinhand.I

loveeveryminuteandattentionIamreceiving

fromher,callmeababybutIlovebeingbabied

bymybaby.Okaythatdidn'tcomeoutrightbut

youknowwhatImean.Sherestsonthe

headboardandIlieonherlap.

Me:Thegirlisthereandshe'sturningfour

monthsandshe'skeepingthebabysoIdon't

know.

Her:Isitagirloraboy.

Me:Theysayit'saboy.

Her:Anotherone.



IcanfeelthepaininhervoiceandIbecome

evenmorereluctanttotalkaboutthis.

Me:Iknowit'shardforyoubutIneedyoubymy

sidethroughoutthiswholeperiodandforusto

raisethischildtogether.

Her:Idon'twanttoresentaninnocentsoulso

pleasedon'taskmetowelcomehim.Ican't!

MaybeIcantoleratetheideaofhimexisting

butasforraisinghim,IamsorrySfiso.Ican't!

Iknowit'sunfairtoaskthisofherbutIamsure

oncethebabyisbornshe'lllearnhowtolove

himandwecanrecreateourfamilybutIdecide

nottopushitatleastnotyet.



Me:IgetitsoIwon'tpush.

Her:Thankyouandifwe'regivingthisonelast

trythenitmeansthatyouneedtoearnmytrust

back,IamnotsurehowbutIneedtoknowthat

youwon'thurtmelikethatandevenwhenthis

girlisthereinyourlifeIwon'thavetofightfor

yourattention.

Me:LikeIkeeptellingyoubabythatgirldoesn’t

meananythingtomeshe'sjustsomeonewho's

carryingmychildsoIdon'tseehowshe'sa

factorinallofthismoreespeciallyour

relationship.

Her:Ithinkyou'renotawareofhowwoman

workbutI'llstepbackandtrustthatyouwon't

screwupagain.



Me:Doesthismeanthatyou'regivingyour

husbandanotherchance?

Her:No!IamseparatedwithmyhusbandbutI

amwillingtodateyouwhileIfigureoutwhatI

want.

Me:Wow!WhatadowngradebutI'lltake

whateveryouhavetoofferaslongasIgetto

callyoumine.

Her:Ohno!Thisrelationshipisnotexclusive

brother.

Me:Manjeuyahlanya!NooneandImeanno

oneLindiwegetstohaveyou,deadoralive.



Her:Wow!IamnotapsychiatristbutIamsure

that'sobsessivetalk.

Me:Idon'tcareIamcrazyinlovewithyou.

Iturnandstartkissingher,takingoffhergown

andexploringallthisgoldmineGodgrantedme.

•

•

•

Her:NoSfisoleavebeforeyougetusinto

trouble.

Me:DoIhaveto?ImeanIcanjoinyoufor

breakfast.



Her:Nowyou'rebeingcrazy,youknowdadwill

wakeupverysoon,haihambawethu!

We'reoutsidethegate,Ididn'tevengeta

chancetonaporeventakeashowerafterthe

steamyroundofsexwehad.Ifeellikea

teenagerwithallthissneakingaroundbutIlove

itespeciallyseeinghowlightandplayfulLynnis.

Me:Okaybutyouneedtogivemeonelastkiss.

Her:Really?

Me:Yesreallynowcomehere.

Ipullhercloserandkissheruntilthedogsstart

barkinguncontrollablybecauseoftheubercar



parkednexttous.Ilethergoandmylipsfeel

swollenandmemberreadytopop,Ican'tget

enoughofher.

Me:IloveyouandwillcallimmediatelywhenI

gethome.

Shedoesn’trespondinsteadsheblowsmea

kissandatthisstageIamhappytoevenget

thatbecauseIknowIdon'tdeserveit.

It's8:15amwhenthedriverdropsmeoutside

myplace,IseemycarparkedoutsideandIam

hopingthatLebodroppeditoffandleft

becauseIamnotinthemood.

Mom:Ohbabyyou'llneverguesswhosleptover

here.



MomsaysimmediatelywhenIenterthrough

thedoorwithanoverlycheerfultonebutIknow

herverywell,shealwaysdoesthatwhenshe's

nervous.Ifollowhertothediningroomandthe

tableissetupwithallkindsoffoodandInes,

LeboandSiyaoccupytheseats.Iwanttovomit

seeingthatgirlsittingsoclosetomyson.

Siya:Dad!lookuncleLeboishere!

Iforceasmileandshiftmydeadlylooktomom

andyoucantellshe'sshakinginherboots

becausethistimeshe'sreallyfuckedup!

Iamunderalotofpressureatworksoplease

bearwithme



Chapter8

Lebohang

Fourmonthsago

Iampacingupanddowninmyapartment,I

can'tbelievethisishappeningtome.Ikeep

readingthemessageoverandoveragain.

**Iampregnant**

Thelettersaretheboldandmessageveryclear

injustonesentence,Ikickthecouchnexttome.

“FuckLebo!Doyoueverthink?”



IscreaminfrustrationbecauseIalwaysmess

upespeciallywhenitcomestowomen.Ihear

thedoorbellringandIgoansweritwithno

shirton,it'sInes,hereyesarescarletandyou

cantellshe'sbeencrying.

Me:Hi!Comein.

Istepasideandshewalksinandstraighttothe

lounge,she'sveryfamiliarwiththisplace

becauseforthepastmonthshe'sbeensleeping

overhere.WehadagoodthinggoingandI

startedtobecomecarelesslikeusualandnow

hereweare.

Her:Idon'tknowwhattodoLebomylifeisover!

Imightaswellkillmyselfbecausemyparents



willkillme.AfteralltheirsacrificesImanaged

togetpregnantoutofwedlockwhenthey

investedsomuchinmystudies.

She'sspeakingreallyfastandalmostoutof

breath,youcan'tmissthepanicinhervoice.I

kneelandholdbothherhands.

Me:We'llfigurethisoutdon'tworry.Iamsorry

forputtingyouinthissituationbutit'sreal,so

weneedtomakesomeimportantdecisions.

Her:IamnotgettinganabortionnotwhenIam

fiveweeks,it'stooriskyLebo,no!pleasedon't

forcemetodoit!

ShestartscryinghystericallyandImakeher

standupandholdher.Ican'tbelieveaone



standturnedintothis,Icaughtfeelingswhichis

onethingIneverdobutthereisjustsomething

aboutthisgirl.

ThedayImetherIwashavingaverybadday,

asusualmydadandIhadafalloutbecauseI

amuselessandIdon'twanttogrowup,Iam

nothinglikeSfisoandIwillamounttonothing,

hiswordsnotmine.Ofallthethingsthatare

abletodestroymyheart,prideandmoodis

beingconstantlycomparedtoSfiso,always

beingmeasuredbythesamerod,it's

discouragingandIhonestlybelievethat

whateverIdoIwillneverbeabletobecome

perfectlikehim.Iamnotjealousofhimandthe

thingshehas,he'salwaysbeenahardworker

butIenvyhiszeal,patienceandintelligence,I

envyhowmyparentslookathimandhow

everyoneadoresandisproudofhim.



AfterthefalloutwithdadIwenttoabarand

startedgettingdrunk,that'swhereImetInes.

Shewasawaiteratthebarandwestarted

hittingitoff,shelistenedtomeandgaveme

solidadvicethatendedupmakingmefeelless

sorryformyself.Laterwhenthebarclosedshe

hadnotransportbacktoherplacesoIoffered

heraride,Itookhernumbersandaftertwo

weeksofpursuinghershefinallygaveitup.The

sexwithherwasjustamazing,shewaspure

andthat'ssomethingIhaveneverexperienced

beforeandthemorewedidit,themoreI

startedgettingcomfortablewithhittingitraw

becauseIknewthatshe'sneversleptwith

anyoneexceptme.

Me:Idon'thaveanythingtoofferyouIneslet

aloneababy.IamnotreadytobeafathersoI

begyou,pleasegetridofthisandlet'sbuild

ourlives,youfinishyourstudiesandIworkon



myself.

Her:SoyousleepwithmeLeboandyouwantto

killmychild.Whatkindofhumanbeingareyou?

Doyouhaveaheart?Doyouevencareifthis

procedurekillsmeorwhat?Ican'tbelieveIfell

foryou,yousaidyou'llmarrymeandwe'llbuild

anempiresidebyside.Igaveyoumyvirginity

andthiswhatIgetforit!

Shestartswailingalloveragain,Iambadwith

situationsliketheseespeciallywhenitcomes

tocryingwomen.Ifwekeepthischildmyfather

willdisownmeinstantly,thefactthatIdon't

haveanyotherchildrenexceptLesediisthe

onlyreasonkeepingmeathismercy,theluxury

cars,expensiveapartmentandtheblackcard,I

can'tloseallofthat.



Me:LookIhaveaplan,Idon'tknowifitwill

workbutit'sworthatry.Ihaveafriend,he'sa

doctoratthesamehospitalyou'reinterningat,

heishandsome,moneyedandisdesperatefor

ababy.Ithinkitwillbeeasytobaithim

especiallynowthathismarriageisreallyfucked

up.

Her:Whatexactlyareyouaskingmetodo?

Me:Iknowhimverywellhe'seasilytempted

andyou'reabeautifulandsmartwoman,soif

youmakeamoveonhimhe'lltakethebaitand

wecanpinthechildonhim.Itdoesn'tmeanwe

won'tbetogetherbutjustuntilthebabyisborn

wewillhavetopretendthatyou'reinlovewith

him.

Ifeelastingyslaponmyfaceandanotherone



followsshortly,Iamtooshockedtofightback

butwhenthethirdonethreatens,Iholdbothher

hands.

Me:Ihavebeentooeasywithyoubutitstops

here.IfyoudaredothatagainsoGodhelpme.I

don'twantthisbastardsoforyourownsurvival

andit'ssurvivalyou'llgetonwiththisplan.

Her:Iamnotawhoreorahomewreckerso

pleasedon'tinsultmebyaskingmetodothis

shit.

Me:Hei!Don'tyoudaretalktomelikethat!

Istrangleherandshegaspsforairandhereyes

popup.



Me:Iamgivingyoutwooptions,it'seitheryou

gowithmyplanorI'llpersonallyripthisbaby

outofyourstomach.

Ilethergoandshefallsonthecouch.Nxa!You

knowhowhardIhavetoworktogetmy

demonstogetbacktosleep,oncetheirwoken

noamountoftherapyorpillscansubduethem.

Ipickheruptakehertomyroomandfuckher

tounconsciousness,shelovestopretendlike

shehatesitwhenIamthatroughbutIknow

shelovesit,theyallloveitwhenIdominate.

•

•

•

Presentday

YesterdaywhenSfisoleftIwassomad,Imean



whatwillittakeforthismantobudge,atfirstit

lookedliketheplanwasworkingperfectly,at

somepointIwasevenjealousofhowmuch

Ineswasstartingtofallforhim.It'slike

everyonethatcomesintocontactwithSfiso

instantlyfallsinloveandtheyallmisshow

muchofajerkheactuallyis.

Hecomesinfeelinghimselfasusual,hestops

atthedoorandyoucantellthathe'spissed.

Okaymaybeit'sgettingabitsuspiciousalways

beingseenwithInesbutthisisamatterof

urgency,Sfisoneedstoacceptthisbabyand

hopefullymarrythisgirlandthenIwouldknow

thatIamoffthehook.

Siya:DaddyIwokeupandyouwerenothere!

Sfiso:Iamsorryboydaddywenttosee



mommy.

Siya:Soyousleptatmommy'splacewithout

me.

Hesaysinadisappointedtone.

Sfiso:Tellyouwhat,ifyoutakeabathnowand

cleanyourroomthenIamtakingyoutosee

mommytoday.

Siya:Really!

Sfiso:Yesboynowgettoit!

Hehugshimonelasttimeandhedisappearsto

hisroom.Sfisoturnstousandyoucanseehim



clenchinghisjaws.

Sfiso:IamgoingtotakeanapandwhenIwake

upIwantallofyouthefuckoutofmywife's

house.

Lucy:Sfisoyoucan't!

Sfiso:Heimaanthula!Youdon'tlistentome

mom,Italkandallyouheariswhatyouwantto

hear,Iamdonewithyousopleasetakeyour

guestsatyourownhouse,cookyourownfood

andfuckenserveandentertainthemnothere

andnotwhenmywifeisstillalive.

Me:Youcan'tspeaktoyourmomlikethatbruh.



Sfiso:Naweshutup!Youtoodeserveeach

other,maybeyoushouldadopthimbecause

you'rebothtwisted.Ifyou'restillherewhenI

wakeupI'llkillallofyouIpromise.

Lucy:WhataboutSiya?

Sfiso:Siyaismychildsodon'tstressabouthim

becauseclearlyyoudon'tcareabouthiswell-

being.Anhour,that'sallyou'vegotanddon't

daretouchanyofmycars,nxa!Rubbish!

LucygaspsandcrieswhileSfisoturnsandruns

upstairs.LucyexcusesherselfandIamleft

withashakenInes.

Me:It'sgoingtoworkjustgivehimachance

he'llcometohissenses.



Her:Idon'tknowifIstillbelievethat,doyousee

howhelooksatme?Iamlikearottenpieceof

meat.Yousaidthiswillbeeasybutit'snot

gettingbetter.Hehatesme!

Me:SfisoismyfriendandIknowhim,he'll

comearoundsojustrelaxI'lldealwiththis.

IstandupandfollowLucytothekitchen.I

knowthatmeandhersharethesamedislike

forLindiwesoshe'llbeeasytomanipulate.I

findherseatedonthekitchenchairswithher

headrestedonthetable,youcantellthatshe's

crying.

Me:MaIamsorryforSfiso'sbehaviour.



Lucy:It'snotyourfaultboy,Idon'tknowwhat's

wrongwithSfiso.

Me:Youknowhowhegetsoncethingsarewell

betweenhimandLindiwe,it'slikehebecomesa

differentperson,indifferentandspiteful.

Lucy:MinaI'vegivenuptryingtoshowhimthat

thiswomanisnotgoodforhim,Imeanwhat

kindofwomanwouldallowaninnocentchildto

growupwithoutafather.

Me:That'sreallyselfishandwhat'sworseis

thatInescomesfromapoorfamilyandher

familyhasabandonedherbecauseofSfisoand

yethecontinuestoactlikeshe'snon-existent.

Lucy:Icanrelatetohersituation,it'sreallyhard



butthereisn’tmuchIcando.Sfisoisas

stubbornashisfather,hedoesn’teasilychange

hismind.

Me:That'strue,nowthepoorgirlwillhavetogo

throughthispregnancyaloneunless…

Her:Unlesswhat?

Me:Noma!Icouldn'taskthatofyouit'stoo

muchanditwillputyouinanawkwardposition.

Her:No!tellmeifIamnotcomfortablewithitI

won'thideitfromyou.

Me:Iwasthinkingofhowdangerousourflats

areandespeciallyforapregnantand



defenceless.Somaybe,Iwasthinkingyou

couldtakeherinyourhouseatleastuntilshe

givesbirthbecausereallymait'snotsafe.

Shelooksatmewithherpupilsdilated,Iam

hopingshefallsforthisbutIcan'treadany

clearresponsefromherface.Sheclearsher

throat.

Her:Thatwon'tbeeasyforeveryoneto

understand,thefamilywillcrucifyme.

Me:IknowIamreallysorryforeventhinkingof

puttingyouinsuchasituationsopleaseforget

abouteverythingIjustsaid.

Shekeepssilentasifindeepthought.



Her:Soshehasnofamilyaroundhere.

Me:Nothey'vedisownedherbecauseofhaving

achildoutofwedlock,it'sforbiddeninher

culture.

Her:ThenIguessasthegrandmotherofthe

childshe'scarryingIhavenochoicebuttotake

herin.It'sgoingtospikealotofconflictbutI'd

ratherbepersecutedfordoinggoodthanloved

forbad.

Me:TrueandIamsureoncethebabyisborn

Sfisowillbegratefulthatyoudidthisforhim.

Her:Ihopeso.



Wegobacktothediningroomandbreakthe

newstoInes,she'ssurprisedatfirstbut

eventuallyiskeenwiththeidea.Iamonestep

fromrelinquishingallrightstothisbabyandI

can'tbemoreelated,Sfisowouldhaveto

forgivemeonthisone,it'ssurvivalofthefittest;

adaptordie.

10k+

Chapter9

Lindiwe

Me:Siyabonga!!!

Iscreamlikeamaniac,thishasbecomeour



routineforthepastthreeweeks.Asusualhe

comesslouchingdownthestairshalfdressed,

havingnocareintheworld,Ihavealready

packedhislunchboxandschoolbag.Oh!I

finallyleftmyparent'splaceaboutamonthago,

themovefrommyplacetoherewas

exhaustingbuteventuallyIwasabletoget

everythingpackedintoboxesandshiftedhere

eventhoughthespaceisabitconfined.The

apartmentisnotgreatasmyhousebutit's

enoughforthetwoofus;Ithastwobedrooms,

akitchenandonebathroomwhichisprovingto

beahugeproblemandtimeconsuming

becausewehavetotaketurnstouseit,

meaningIhavetowakeupextraearlytobath.

Me:Siyawhatthehell?You'renotdressedyet,

myGodlookatthetime!Ican'tdothiswithyou

everyday,it'sexhausting!



Siya:Ifyoucan'tdealwithitthenreturnme

backtodad.

Theattitudeofthisboyisenoughtomakemy

bloodsolid.Hecomplainsabouteverything,the

DSTVbouquetwepayfor,washingthedishes,

cleaningafterhimself,havingnofriendsthis

side,theapartmentistoosmall,thenetwork

signalisbad,Ican'tkeepup!

Me:Yazingiyalingwastruu!Iamgivingyoufive

minutesandifyou'renotdone,you'llwalkto

school.Youknowhowimportantitisformeto

havethisjobandwecan'taffordtoloseit,so

pleasedon'ttestme!

Mynoseisflaredandhe'schilledlikea

cucumber,heshrugshisshouldersandshakes

hishead.OhLord!asiftheworldneedsanother



Sfiso,thisboyisgrowinguptobelikehisfather

everyday.Hefinallydragshimselftofinishup

andIdrivelikeamaniactohisschool,20

minutesawayandtoworkwhichisanhour

fromPeoncomplexwherewereside.

Iparkmycarandstartrunningin,Idon'teven

havetimetochitchatwithPalesa,there'salotI

needtodobeforethedoctorsmeetingat1pm.

Ihavebeenhereforonlyaweekbutthe

workloadiskillingmealready,Ineedtodiginto

mysuperwomanjareverydayinordertokeep

up.Paperwork,clients,complaints,signingoff,

lookingover,hiring,motivating,hearingsand

manymoreotherthingsIdidn'tevenknewtook

placeinhospitals,thisisamultibillionindustry

andIamattheforefront.

“Youreightoclockishere"



That'smyassistantCarly,she'sveryhard

workingandhercredentialsareamazingbut

mostlyimportantlywegetalong.Iamhavinga

meetingwithaveryimportantsponsorforthe

hospital,Iwasupuntillateyesterdaytryingto

gothroughallourfiguresandinformationabout

him,soIcanbeuptospeedaboutwhatIwas

gettingmyselfinto.Themanisverydedicated

tothishospital,he'sabillionaireandthe

hospitalhelpedtreathiswife’scancerasa

resulthedonatesaboutfivemilliontothe

hospitalyearly.

Me:Thanksbabehaveyouattendedtohimyet?

Her:Yesbuthehasn'tbeenhereforthatlong.



Me:Okay!That'sgood,pleasebringustwo

coffeesandthosemoistbrowniesthatyou

boughtformeyesterday.

Her:Onitboss!

Ismirkandshesalutes.Apparentlythat'swhat

thestaffcallme,Idon'tlikethenamebutit

showsthatIammakingmyselfknownaround

herandmyleadershipisfelt.Themeetinggoes

surprisinglywellandheseemsimpressedthatI

didmyhomework.

MrThompson:ThatwillbeitDrLephoto!Iam

veryimpressedandallmyconcernsabouta

newadministratorareoutthewindow.Youdo

yourresearchandknowhowtotreatthe

prestigious.



Me:Whatyoudoforthehospitalmakesyoua

veryimportantpersontomeandIamgladyou

honouredthismeeting,youwon'tregretputting

yourfaithinus.

Hegivesaminibowandwehandshake.Iusher

himtothedoorandassoonasheleaves,I

closethedoor,takeoffmyheelsandreston

thechair.It'sonly10ambutIfeellikealready

goinghometosleep,that'sallIeverwanttodo

latelyasaresultIthinkIhavegainedakiloor

two.

Me:Mxm!

IgrowlwhenIlookatthefamilyphotoonmy

desk,Sfisoissuchadick.Youknowsometimes



Idon'tknowwhyIalwaysputmyfaithinhim

becausehealwaysspitsitbackonmyface.So

afterthatnightofpassionatelovemakingwe

continuedwithwhateveritisthatwe'redoing,

wegoouttodates,talkeverydayonthephone,

textandonceinawhilehesleepsover.

Likeeveryotherweekendwehadadate.Iwas

soexcitedtogoandspendtimewithhim

becauseafterthosedateswetendtoreconnect

andfallinlovealloveragain.Igotalldressed

upandaskedmomtobabysitSiyabecausewe

werecatchingalatemoviebuthewasano

show.IhavenevercalledanyonelikeIdidthat

nightbuthedidn'tanswerandafteraboutthe

15thcall,heswitchedoffhisphone.Iwasso

hurtbythatbecauseIknewthatitmeantthat

hewaswithher.



AcoupleofweeksagoIheardfrommymom

thatInesmovedinwithLucy.Iconfrontedhim

aboutthatbuthesaiditwasnotabigdealandI

hadtoletitgoandsoIdidbutnowthis.Islept

withabrokenheartyetagainbecauseofhim,

andthenextdayhestilldidn'tcallorpitchupat

myplace.Idon'tknowbutthathurtmethe

mostbecauseitshowedmethatthedate

meantnothingtohim.Lastnighthefinally

calledandgavemesomeexcuseaboutInes

experiencingsomebackpainandhavingto

rushhertothehospital.IswearifIhavetohear

aboutthatgirlandherpreciouschildagain,I

willdie.

IcheckmyphoneandIhavefivemisscalls

fromLee.Eish!Ihaven'tbeenthemost

supportivefriend,eversinceLwandlewasbornI

amsureIhaveonlybeenthere8timesand

that'sjustputastrainonourrelationshipbutI



cantellthatshe'stryingtobuildusupandI

guessIalsoneedtomeetherhalfway.Idecide

tocallherbackanditdoesn'tringforlong

beforeshepicksup.

Lee:Whyareyouhurtingmemare?

Me:HifriendIamsorrymaan,Ihavejustbeen

sobusy,thisnewjobistakingsomuchofmy

timeIdon'tevenhavetimetodoanythingelse

butImissyou.

Lee:Peoplemaketimeforthingsthatmatterto

them.IamalmostgivinguponyouLynn,it's

likeIamtheonlyoneworkinghardtomakethis

friendshipworkandithurts.

Me:YouarerightIhavebeenagoodfriendbutI



amsosorryandIamgoingtodomybestto

makeituptoyou.

Lee:Willsee.Anywaythat'snotwhyIcalled,I

wantedtoconfirmifyoustillrememberthat

you'retheoneresponsibleforthedessertthis

weekend.

Yho!Icompletelyforgot.Leeishavingapush

partythisSaturdayatherplace.AndhereI

thoughtIwasgoingtohavealazyweekend

sinceSiyaisvisingSfisoforthelongweekend,

IguessIcan'tgetoutofthisoneespeciallyofI

wanttogetbackintohergoodbooks.

Me:OfcourseIstillrememberbathongLee,I

knowIhavebeenabsentbutIstillcareandIam

yourfriend.



ShechucklesandIknowshecanhearthrough

mysuddenheavybreathingthatIamlying.

Lee:Mhh!Ifyoudon'tcomewe'reovershame.

Me:Ipromisewhateverittakes.

Her:I'llholdyoutothat.Look!Lwandlejust

wokeupwe'lltalklater.

Me:Okayfriendkisshimforme.Loveyou.

Lee:Loveyoutoomwah!

ShedropsthecallandIfallbackonmyseat.All



thewonderfulthoughtsabouthavingalazyday

areinstantlygonebutIguessanygreat

friendshiprequirescommitmentandthat's

whatIhavebeenlackingin.Ifeelsotiredand

soIorderCarlytogobuymesomesweetchilli

wingswhileItakeanap.Ihaveameetingwith

theboardtwohoursfromnowsoIsetmy

alarmclockforthat,fornowIjustneedtosleep.

Sfiso

Thispastmonthhasjustbeenincredible

especiallymylovelife.LynnandIhavebeen

rekindlingandit’sthebestfeelingever,IsaidI

wouldwooherbackandthat'sexactlywhatI

havebeendoinguntilthisSaturday.Ithink

there'sadarkcloudthatlingersovermeorhow

elsewouldIexplainallthismessingupthatIdo.

IalmostsleptwithInes.Iknowhowthat



soundsbutIfoughthardtodismissthe

temptation.

MomcalledveryearlySaturdaymorning

becauseIneswashavingreallybadcramps,I

drovelikeacrazypersontoherplaceandI

foundInesscreamingoffherlungs.Iwanyed

torushhertotheERbutsheinsistedongoing

toherdoctor,shereallytrustshim.Afteran

hourofwaitingthedoctorestablishedthatthe

babymighthavebeenturningwhichcanbevery

uncomfortableforthemotherandhedismissed

usaround12pm.Herecommendedher

soakinginahotbathwithmassagingsaltsbut

thepainwasn’tgoinganywhere.Ihelpedher

outofthebathandwhilstshewasstilldrying

herself,Irememberedwhatweusedtodowhen

Lynnwouldgetdiscomfort.



Ines:Areyousureaboutthis?

She'saskingbecausemyhandsareshaking,

myheartfeelslikeit'sliterallyjumpingoutof

mychestandIamsweating.She'slyingonthe

bednakedandIamkneelingbetweenherlegs

stillfullyclothed.

Me:Mhh.

Istartgoingdownonher,theonlywomanI've

wentdownonisLynnbutIkeepconvincing

myselfthatit'sforthebaby.Iinserttwofingers

intoherandshe'ssomoistandready.Iam

battlingtofightthetemptationtogoalltheway.

She'semotionalandhastearsfallingoneither

sideofhereyes.



Me:IamsorrybutIcan'tInes.

SheshutsmeupwithakissandIdon'tknow

whybutIfeellikeIamunderaspell,coulditbe

thatIamfallingforthisgirl.There'ssomething

aboutherneedformylovethatmakesmewant

toshelterher,tokeepherandtobealwaysbe

aroundher.Ihavebeenspendingalotoftime

withhersinceshemovedinwithmymom,it's

beengreatbondingwiththebabybutithasalso

madehertooemotionalattachedtome.

Her:Ihavefalleninlovewithyou.

Shesaysafterhavinganelectrifyingorgasm.

Shedoesn'twaitformetorespondinsteadshe

lookstheotherwayandwespoon.

“Whatthehellareyoudoing?”



It'saquestionthatracesinmyminduntilIfall

asleep.ThenextdayIwakeupverypanicked.I

missedadatewithLynnandmyphoneisoff.I

wakeupslowlytryingnottowakeherup.She

hasonelegoutsidethesheetsandshelooks

sosereneandperfectedwithherchocolate

flawlessskin.Ilookawaytokeepmydirty

thoughtsatbay.

IputmyphoneinthechargerandIhavemore

thanadozenmisscallsandhorriblevoicemails

fromLynn.Guiltwashesovermeespecially

afterwhathappenedlastnight,Ihavehooked

upwithInesalotoftimesbutitmeantnothing

butyesterdaywasdifferent.Ialmostswearthat

ourheartsconnectedandIdon'tknowhowto

feelaboutthat.IhavehungerpangssoIdecide

togoscoutthekitchen.Myshiftstartsat10am

soIstillhavefourhourstowaste.



Mom:Wow!SoIwasn'timaginingthings,you

sleptover.

Me:MaIamnotinthemood.IsthereanyfoodI

amstarved.

Mom:Ihopeyoudidn'tsleepwiththatgirl.

Me:Ofcoursenothowdoyoutakeme?

Mom:Good!

Me:Entlekwhydoesitmatterbecauseyou've

beenpracticallyshovingherinmywayany

chanceyoucanget.



Mom:Ifthat'swhatyouthinkIwasdoingthenI

amgladtoseethatthat'sthekindofmother

youthinkIam.

Me:Ma…

IhateitwhenshebecomeslikethisandnowI

havetobabyher.

Me:YouknowIloveyouandyou'rethebest

ladyinmylifepleasedon'tbelikethisyouknow

that'snotwhatImeant.

Mom:Youcan'thaveyourbreadbutteredon

bothsidesandenjoyitwithoutgettingyour

handsdirty.You'restillmarriedanduntil

otherwiseyoucan'tbehavelikeyou'renot,

you'recommittedtoLindiweandasmuchasI



don'tlikeherbutshe'sstillyourwifesoyou

havetohonourher.

Me:IamnothavinganaffairwithInesmama

andIloveLindiwe,youofallpeopleshould

know.

Mom:You'rerightIshouldknowbecausethat's

whatyourfatherkepttellingmeandlookwhere

heisnow.

Shemovestomeandbrushesmycheek.

Mom:You'reagoodman.Don'tturnoutlike

Jake.IfyouloveLindiwethenstaywithLindiwe

ifyoudon'tloveherdon'twastehertime.



Me:ButI…

Mom:LoveiswholeSfiso,onceyoustart

feelingagapandthatsomethingismissing

thenit'snotloveanymore.

Shewalksawayandstopsatthedoor.

Mom:WhenIsaidtakecareofInesImeantthe

babynotfuckher.

Me:Wow!

Igasp,it'ssooutofcharacterforhertospeak

likethis.

Mom:Iamnotfeelingwellsopleasedon't



disturbme.

Sheturnsandwalksawayslowly,Ihatewhat

daddidtoherbecauseIblamehimforthis

bipolaranddepression.Shelookslikeshe'sina

darkplacebutIknowthatitusuallypasses

awayandtomorrowshe'sanewperson.Ipour

theoatsshe'scookedintotwobowls,it'sInes'

favouritesoit'salwaysprepared.

Me:Heyyou'reawake.

She'smakingthebedandshesitsdownwhenI

comein.

Me:Mommadeoats.

Ihandhertheplateandshelookshappy.



Her:She'sincredibleyouknow,likeIdon'teven

feelthevoidthatmyownparentsdisownedme,

shemakesmefeellikeIampartofthefamily.

Me:Iamhappyyou'resettlingin,thatchild

meanstheworldtoher.

Her:Aboutyesterday…

Me:Don't!

Ishakemyheadandshecontinueseating.Iam

notreadytotalkaboutwhathappened

yesterdaybecauseit'sstillamysterytome.I

feltthingsthatIhaven'tfeltaboutawomanina

longtimeandthatscarestheshitoutofme

becauseitmightimpactwhatIhavewithLynn.



Me:Ineedtogohomeandprepareforwork.

Ines:Oh!

Me:Yousounddisappointed.

Ines:Iwashopingwecouldchillforawhile.

Me:Ican'tandnotonlybecauseofwork,Iam

stillwithLynn.

Ines:IknowbutIalsoneedyouSfiso.Life

withoutyouisharshandlonely.Ineedyour

strongarms,gentletouch,softlipsandmassive

lovearoundme.



Me:Ines…

Ines:Idon'tunderstandhowyoucan'thaveboth

ofus.Iamwillingtostayoutofherwayaslong

itmeansIgettohavesomeofyou,someof

whatwehadyesterday.

ShemovesclosertomebutIstandupand

movetothedoor.

Me:Ican'trisklosingheragain.

Her:Yourloveforherhasturnedintoan

obligation,whyisthat?Whydoyoufeellikeyou

oweheryourlove?

Me:Getsomerestwillcallyoulater.



Her:YouknowhowIfeelaboutyousoI'llbe

patient.

Ishakemyhead,lookatherforafewseconds

andthenleave.Idon'tknowwhethertodriveto

Lynn’splaceorwhatbutIdecideagainstit

becauseIdon'twantSiyatowitnessusfighting

andIknowwewillfightbecausethat'showshe

dealswiththingslately.SoIdecidetolether

cooloffinsteadI'llcallherlater…

Tobecontinued...

Chapter10



Lindiwe

Iamrunninglateasusualbecauseofmysuper

womantendencies.Iwokeupveryearlythis

morningdidallthelastminutetoppingsinthe

dessertsanddecidedtostopbyatworkonmy

waytothepartyandnowLeeispanicking.

She'scallingforthehundredthtimenow.

Lee:Ihavenevermetanyonewholackssense

ofurgencylikeyou.

Me:Iamonmywayfriendrelaxtuu!YouknowI

alwayscomethrough.

Her:Yousaidthatanhourago.



Me:Lee!Youneedtobreathe.Thedessertison

it'swayandsoamI.Didn'tIpromisethatI'llbe

there.

Her:Youdid.Twomorehoursandwestart.

Me:Rogerthatletmedriveloveyouseeyou

soon.

ShedropsthecallandIthinkIamgoingtohave

apanicattack.Myintelligentsmartassdecide

tostartoffatworkandnowIamlateandmy

carhasbrokendowninthehospitalparkinglot.

Iammorestressedbythecakesthatare

probablymeltingawayintheboot.MyGod!

Justthementionofthatmakesmefeellike

crying.



IwassupposedtogowithSfisobuthehadto

fetchhermotherandthemistress.Ifeellike

we'regoingaroundincircles,hemessesup,I

getmad,Ipromisetoleavehim,hebegsmenot

toandItakehimbackthat'swhathappened

againthisweek.Heapologisedandtoldmea

verylongstoryaboutbeingstuckatthehospital

withInesandhisphonegoingoff.Icouldtell

thathewaslyingbutthere'sthisfeelingof

wantingtogivehimthebenefitofthedoubt

althoughdeepdowninsideIcanfeelastorm

raging.

IgetoffmycarandstartlookingaroundandI

spotPalesa'scarmaybeshecangivemearide

orborrowmehercarsothatIcanjustgetto

thatparty.Myphoneringsagainandit'sLee

again.Myheartjustfallsinthepitofmy

stomach,howdoIevenexplainmycarbeing

brokendown.



“JustcatcharidewithNkosinathibeforeyou

givemywifeaheartattack"

Me:Luhowdidyouevenknow?

IlookaroundandIseeDrDlaminiapproaching

stillwearinghismedicalgear.

Lu:Youbetterbeherebeforethispartystarts

Lynnorwe'llhaveaproblem.

Me:IwillbethereIpromise.

HedropsthecallandDrDlaminiisstandingin

frontofme.

Him:Soyou'restuck.



Me:Iamnotstuck.Ithinkthere'ssomething

wrongwiththestarterwires.

Him:Inotherwordsyou'restuck.

Me:Areyougivingmealiftorwhat?

Him:Wow!WhathappenedtotheniceladyI

mettheotherday?

Me:She'slateandwalkingonthinice.Getthe

cakesinthebootandI'lltakethedessert.

Heshakeshisheadanddoesashe'stold.I

thinkIwentoverboardbutIwasnevergiven

theguestlistsoIwentalloutplusInevergota



chancetodoanythingforthebabyshower

becauseitwasasmallspadayandeverything

wascateredfor.

Him:Sowhere'syourhusband?

Me:Iprefernottotalkaboutmyprivatelife.

Him:Oh!

Me:Yes,canIplaysomemusic?

Hi.:Goforit.

IpresstheradioandtraditionalZulusongs

comeon.Iamshocked,likeInevertookhimto

listentothatkindofmusic.Ican'tholdmy



laughterandIburstout.

Him:Whatisit?ComeonLynn!Ihatebeing

laughedatconeoutwithitor...

Ican'tstop,Ikeeplookingathimandtheykeep

coming.Hepullsuponthesideandthe

laughinginstantlystops.

Me:Hai!Nkosiwe'regoingtobelate.

Him:Tellmewhyyou'relaughing.

Me:Reallynow!Youpulledupforthat.

Him:Yes!IamamanLynnandthiskindof

behaviourbruisesmyegosooutwithitorIam



takingaU-turnstraighttomyplace.

Me:It'sjustthatthemusicmaan,likeInever

thoughtthatmenlikeyoulistentothiskindof

music.

Him:Menlikeme?

Heraiseshiseyebrowandhelookscuteshame,

youngyes,buthellacute.

Me:You'readoctorandyoulookmodernsoI

neverfiguredthatyoulistentosuchmusic.

IlowermyvoiceonceIcantracethestereotype

evidentinmyvoice.



Me:ThatcameoutwrongIamsorry.

Him:IamaZulumanandnoamountof

educationandintelligencewillchangemy

cultureandtraditionsthatIgladlyuphold.

Me:That'snotwhatImeant.

Him:Okaybutdon'teversaysomethinglike

thateveragainyou'retoosmartandbeautiful

forsuch.

Me:YouthinkIambeautiful.

Helooksatmeandsmirksthenbackatthe

wheel.Ihavetoendurethatmusicfortherest

ofthe45minutesdrivetoLee'splace.



Lee:Finally

She'sisstandingatthegateandhelpstakeout

thetraysfromthecar.

Me:Hifriendyoushouldlearntotrustme.

Lee:Hahaha!So,WhyareyouridingwithNkosi?

Somethinghappenedtoyourcar?

Sfiso:Iwouldalsolovetoknowwhymywifeis

ridingwithanotherman?

Hepopsupbehindmeandholdsontomy

waist.Iturnandlookathimwhilehelooksmad.



Me:What'sthewifesupposetodowhenthe

mistresshasreplacedher.

Him:Don'tbelikethatyouknow…

Me:SaveitSfiso!Iamheretohavefunso

pleasedon'truinit.

IwigglemyselffromhisarmsandIleavehim

hanginglikethat.YazitodayIjustwanttoget

wastedandforgetaboutmymarriageproblems.

IfollowLeetothekitchenandit'spacked.

There'sLucy,mymom,Amanda,Gugu,some

girlthatusedtogowithLynntovarsityandthe

devil.Igreeteveryoneandgiveallofthem

hugsandwhenIgettoherIonlyshakeher

hand.She'sheavilypregnantandIfeel

disgustedbyjustlookingatthebump.Mom

cutstheawkwardness.



Mom:Youlookbeautifulnana,howareyou?

Me:Thanksmama!Sameold,sameold,Iam

tiredbutIamcopying.Howwastheweekend

withSiyabonga?

Mom:Threeboysinonehouse,youcanjust

imagineorshouldIsayfourbecauseyouknow

howyoursisterislike.

Me:Youshould'vebroughtthemalong!

Mom:Yourdadistakingthemtoaboatcruise

andyouknowmeandwaterdon'tmixsothey

leftmebehind.



Me:We'llcatchuplater,letmegogreetthe

boys.

AllthistimeIamnotevenpayingattentionto

LucybecauseIamjustnotinthemoodforher

judgement.Imovetothepatioleadingtothe

gardenandIfindthemallstandingbythebraai

stand;Luyanda,Anatsa,Ace,Sfiso,Nathi,

Khanya,andNkosi.TheywhistlewhenIcome

tosightandImakeahalftwirlforthem.Iam

wearingasleevelessshortwhitejumpsuitwith

goldgladiatorwedgesandaccessories,it's

showingoffmynewlyacclaimedbigassand

curves.

IhugeachoneofthemuntilAcemakesa

remarkaboutmebeingtheDlamini'smakoti

andSfisoreacts.



Sfiso:Uyabonamanjeufonaminastraight.

Ace:Iamjokingwenahau!Unlessifthetruth

hurts.

TheyalllaughasSfisopullsmeawaytowards

thehouse.Wepassthekitchenwithourhands

intertwinedandwegoupstairs,Icanfeeleyes

diggingonmybacksoIwrapmyhandaround

hiswaistandIcanfeelhimtenseup.That

reactionturnsmesourinstantlywhydoesSfiso

suddenlycarewhenwebecomecosy.

Him:Thisjumpsuitistooshortbaby,it's

revealingallmyasserts.

Hepressesmeagainstthedoorandrunshis

handsonmythighsandIwishIcansayit



makesmefeelnothingbutitsends

shockwavesthroughmybody.Ipushhimonce

thingsstartgettingheated.

Him:What'swrongnow?

Hesaysratherirritatedwhichturnsmeeven

sour.

Me:No!what'swrongwithyou?

Him:Can’twejusthaveoneconversationor

fuckwithoutfighting?

Me:What'sthistoneyou'reusingwithme?

Heshakeshisheadandattemptstoopenthe



doorbutIpushhimback,itcatcheshimoff

guardbecausehestumblesbackandfallson

thebed.Ifeelmylegsshakebecauseofthat

butIamtiredofSfisoandhisbadattitude

towardsmetheseday,weneedtosettlethis

nowifwe'regoinganywhere.

Sfiso

YouseewhyIsaidthatshe'salwaystryingto

pickafight.Ithinkusseparatinghasmadeher

forgetherplaceinourrelationship,shedoesn't

regardmeasherhusbandanymore,shesays

whatshewantswhenevershewantsandthat

getstome.Thelevelofdisrespectispushing

metobephysicalwithherwhichissomethingI

wouldhatetodo.

Me:Don'teverdothatagain!Youhearme!



Iamroaring,ImeanIcouldhavehurtmyself

andIdon'tevenknowwhatwefightingfor.

Her:Areyousleepingwithheragain?

Me:HowmanytimesdoIhavetotellyou?IAM

NOTSLEEPINGWITHTHATGIRL!Getthat

throughyourhead!

Her:Ifyou’renotsleepingwithherthenwhyare

youbeinglikethis?

Me:Likewhat?

Her:IknowyouSfisoandIcantellthat

somethinghaschanged,it'samatteroftime



beforeIcatchon.Ithinkthisgirlhasgottoyou

andyou'veallowedit.

Me:That'sbullshit!Allthisinsecuritydoesn't

suityou,it'sannoyingsopleasestop.You're

pushingmeawayLynnandIhatethatour

meetingshaveturnedintointerrogationssoI

begyoutotrustme.IsaidIwasn'tgoingtodo

anythingtoruinusandIwon't.

Her:ThisisthelastchanceSfiso,Iamonly

human.YoudoshitlikethatagainandIam

done.Youcan'tbeinthisrelationshipwithone

footoutofthedoor,ifit'sheryouwantthenset

mefree,leavemealone,Iwillcry,yesand

probablyfeellikedyingbutI'llrecoverandlive,

sopleasemakeupyourmind.

Sheopensthedoorandleavesmesittingthere



withmyhandsonmyhead.Ican'twinwith

women.Ifonlysheknewhowhardit'sbeenfor

metostayawayfromInes.Igohomeeveryday

tocheckonherandthebabyandeverytimeit's

abattletonotfuckherbrainsout.She'smaking

itevenharderbecauseshewillbesoclingyand

needyandIguessthatappealstothemale

genesinmetowanttopursueherbutstillI

holdmyselfbecauseofmyfamilybutshe

doesn'tseethat.Shealwayswantstopointout

thewrongIdo.

Ifixmyselfandgobacktothegentsandthey're

donebraiingthemeatandtheladiesaredishing

up.Thekidsareplayingbythepoolsideandwe

chillatthebraaiarea.

Lu:Areyougood?



HeasksinstantlywhenIrestonthechair,it's

onlymeandhim,Ithinktheotherguyswentto

buyiceandmorebooze.Isighbefore

answeringhisquestion.

Me:Lynnisonmycase,shethinksIam

screwingInes.

Lu:Wellareyou?

Me:Hee!Bafethu!OfcourseIamnot.Iam

marriedakere.

Lu:Iamgoingtobestraightwithyouman.

Heputshisbeerdownandturnstomyside.My

sister'shusbandisoneofthosepeoplethat



offerthebestadvice.He'sthemostgenuine

manIknowandforthatIhavetheutmost

respectforhimandhisopinion.

Lu:Youneedtounderstandwhatposition

you'veputLynnin,beingcheatedonisnoteasy,

forgivingandespeciallyforgettingsometimes

provestobeimpossible.OntopofthatIsee

howyoulookatthatgirl,Idon'tknowwhat

you'reafterbutIcantellyouthatifyoutapthat

you'llloseeverything.

Me:AndIhavebeentryinghardnottodothat

becauseIknowwhat'satstake.

Him:Goodatleastyouknow.Look,wecanall

seethatshe'sfreshmeatandattractivebut

whatyouneedtodoistothinkwithyourmind

andnotyourdick.ThinkaboutSiyabongaand



thelifeyou'lllivewithoutLynn.Yourfamily

comesfirstsothepussyisreallynotworthit.

Me:SoyousayingthatIshouldstaywithLynn

evenwhenImaynotbehappy.

Him:Areyounothappy?

Me:IloveLindiwebutshe'sbeenimpossible

latelyandIknowImessedupbutwhenarewe

goingtomoveonfromthat.

Him:It'syourdecisionmanbutthinkabout

whatyoustandtoloseinthelongrun.

Anatsaisapproachingusandsohequickly

changesthesubject.IamgladthatIgetalong



withmostofhisfriends,they'recool,matured

andsuccessfulguyscompletelydifferentfrom

Lebohang.Speakingaboutthatone,he'sbeen

veryabsentlatelyandIcan'tcomplain,frankly,I

thinkourfriendshiphasrunit'scourseand

maybethat'snotsuchabadthing.Ilookover

wherethewomenarechilling,Lynnisdowning

cideraftercider,Iknowshe'snotadrinkerbutI

guessIhavepushedhertoofar.Thewayshe's

dancingespeciallyinfrontofallthesemenis

makingmefumebutIdecidetogiveherspace

becauseIdon'twanttoendupdoingsomething

I'llregret.

•

•

•

Lee:We'retakingthepartytoAce'sclubareyou

comingwith?



Shecomessitnexttome.Mostpeopleare

goneandthekidsalreadyinside.It'saround7

pm.

Me:Idon'tknow,yourfriendhasreallyruined

mymood.

Lee:Sincewhenareyouthisuptight?(she

looksbehindher)Oh!You'rethreatenedbyhim.

Me:Nkosiisjustaboyandhedoesn't

intimidateme.IambotheredbythewayLynnis

basicallysellingherselftohim.

Lee:HaaSfiso!You'rebeingdelusionalnow,

Lynnhasn'tevenmadeanycontactwithNkosi.

She'sbeenhavingfunwiththeladiesandshe's



eventryingtobeciviltowardsyourbabymama.

Sokekopaoskaboratuu(don'tbeabore)let's

goandhavesomefun.

Me:Okaysowe'releavingthekidswithwho?

Lee:Amanda'snannyandmineplusmomand

Ines.

Me:Okayletmetakemythingswillmeetyou

there.

Lee:Sharp.

Wehugandsherunstojointhecrew.Iam

undecidedonwhethertoleaveornotespecially

sinceitentailsleavingmombehindwitha



heavilypregnantwoman.

Lindiwe

Everyoneispackingtheirstuffandwe'retaking

thepartyoveratAce'sclub.Ihavetoconfess,I

ambeyondsober.Ikeeplaughingatmyselfand

sillythingsthatpeoplearesaying.Leecomesto

meandtellsmethatI'llberidingwithNkosi,

AceandAmanda.

Me:Heisn'tgoing?

IpointtoSfiso’sdirectionandsheshrugsher

shoulders.

Me:Canyougivemeamoment?



Her:Suredon'ttaketoolong.

IamnowwearingLee'ssweaterontopandhe's

smokingrestinghisbodyonthewall.

Me:Areyoucomingwithus?

Him:IthinkI'llstaybehind,goandhavefun.

Me:Havefunwhileyoustaybehindwithher

andplayhappyfamily?

Him:You'redrunksoIwon'tquestionyourtone.

Me:YesIamfuckendrunknotdumb!Whatare



youdoingSfiso?

Him:YousaidIshouldtakecareofmychild,

didn'tyou?

Me:ThechildSfisonotthemother.You're

eitherforusorforthem.

Him:Them?It'sababy!Youwantmetochoose

betweenyouandmychild?That'sjustinsane.

Me:IloveyouSfisomorethanIshouldbutIam

donewithyou.

Iturntoleaveandhepullsmebymyhand.

Me:Leavemealone!



Him:Idon'tknowwhatyouwantfrommebutI

amtryingheretodowhat'sbestforeveryone

butit'sneverenoughwithyou.

Ican'tbelievethisidiotandIamjustdonewith

him,itfeelslikedejavû,thesamethingoverand

overagain.

Me:You'llneverchange,notformeanyway.I

amdonewiththis!Wetriedandwehavefailed

solet'sstopdoingthis,ithurts,moveonbe

happy,enjoyyourchildbutletmedothesame.

Him:UdagiweLindiweifyouthinkit'llbeover

justlikethat,wenanga’khuphelailobolaso

you'restuckwithmedeadoralive.



HescoopsmeupandIkickandscream.The

attentionIhavemanagedtocapturemakeshim

putmedown.

Me:VoetsekSfiso!Iamnotyourpossession.

YouwantyourlobolaI'llwriteyouacheckbutI

won'tliedownandletyouwalkovermelikeI

amcheapanddesperate.

Him:HeewenaLindiwewhatdoyoutakeme

for!Youbusyentertainingmeninmypresence

andnowyouinsultme.AmInotyourhusband?

IsmirkasItakeoutmyringandshoveittohim.

Me:Notanymore.



IfeelahotslaponmycheekandLuappears

outofnowhereandshieldsmefromanother

one.

Me:FuckyouSfiso!You'reaspinelessexcuse

ofaman!

LeratopullsmebackwhileIfightwithmymight

togetbacktohim,IfeelmybloodboilingandI

alsowanttofighthim.

Lee:Haimaanguyslikecan'tweenjoy

ourselveswithoutyourdrama.Lynnplease

thulanaweyou'renothelpingthesituation.

Me:But…



Lee:Iknowwozalet'sgoyou'llridewithus.

Iamcryingonherlapallthewaytotheclub.I

can'tbelievethisiswhatwe'veturnedouttobe.

AtthispointIcantellthatourmarriageisdone,

thetrust,therespectisgone,sometimesloveis

justnotenough.

Iwillneverabandonyou

Season2
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Lindiwe

Thishastobebyfarthehardesttwoweeksof



mylife.IguesstherealisationofthetimeIhave

wastedthinkingthatSfisoandIcanredeemour

marriagehitmehard.Hedoesn'tlovemelike

heusedto,hecaresmoreaboutusasanidea

thantheactualrelationship.Ithinkhe'sinlove

withtheideaofusmakingitbuthe'snolonger

puttingintheworkandthat'swhyIamdone.

“MrsLephoto,doyouunderstandallofthis?”

MymindcomesbacktothepresentandItake

onelastlookatthedivorcepapersinmyhand.I

guesshavingtheminmyhandisaslapof

realityIneededmymarriageisover,theloveI

oncethoughtIwouldhaveforeverislost.

Me:IamsorryIdozedoffalittle.



Him:It'sunderstandable,it'snevereasytolose

alifepartner.

Me:ProbablythehardestthingIhaveeverdone?

Him:Icanholdoffthesheriffuntilyou've

thoughtclearlyaboutthis.

Iputmyhandsonmytummyandthelife

growinginsidememotivatesmetomakethis

decision,ifnotformyownhappinessthenfor

thewell-beingofmybaby.Yes!Youheardright,

Isaidbaby.AftermydrinkingspreeatLynn's

partyIbecamereallysickthatIhadtoseea

doctor,that’swhereIfoundoutthatIwas

eighteenweekspregnant.Datingbackitmeans

thatIconceivedaroundthetimeIfoundout

Ineswaspregnant.Myperiodshaveneverbeen

regularsowhenIdidn'tseethemIjust



assumedthatitwasthestress.

Me:No!Pleasedon'tthat.IamsureandIhave

givenitamplethought,thiswhatIwant.

Him:Okaythen,he'llreceivethepaperslater

todaythenwe'llwaitforhislawyertocontact

usandwewilltakeitfromthere.

Me:ThankyousomuchCraigandmaythis

pleasestaybetweenus.Idon'twantmyfamily

tofindoutyet.

Him:Iamboundbylaw.

Me:Iknowhowcloseyou'rewithKhanyaso…



Him:You'remyclientLynnandInevermixmy

businesswithpleasuresodon'tworry.

Me:Thankyou.

Hestandsupandgivesmeahug.ImetCraig

throughKhanyatheyworktogetheratmydad's

lawfirm.He'sadivorceattorneyandItrusthim

torepresentmebecauseIknowthatSfisois

goingtofightthis.

Him:Youneedtobestrongbecausethese

processesarenevereasyespeciallywhen

you'vebeentogetherforsolong.

Me:Willdothat.Thanksagain!Iknowyoudon't

dohousecalls.



Him:You'refamily.

Igivehimalazysmileandwatchhimleavethen

Irunstraighttothetoilettovomit.Idon'tknow

whyIstillbecomenauseasbecauseIampast

thetwelveweekmarkandthat'susuallywhen

womengetmorningsickness.Iwipemyself

anddrinkmygingermixturethat'salwaysbymy

bedsidethesedaysandtakeanapwhichishad

beenprovingtobeagreatmedicineformy

heartache.

•

•

•

Ting!Ting!Ting!

“OhGod!Pleasemakeitstop.”



Ithinkit'sthebell,itkeepsringingandringing

andmybodyfeelslikeatonofbricks.Itook

leaveatworkjustuntilIbecomebetterboth

emotionalandphysically.Istillhaven'ttold

anyoneaboutbeingpregnant,Idon'twant

judgementorpityforthatmatter.Itrytoignore

loudannoyingsoundbutthispersonis

persistent.Iamdefinitelynotinthemoodfor

companybutIdragmyselffrom bedand

downstairstoanswerthedoorbecauseitmight

beimportant.

Me:Nkosinathi!!

Iamsurprisedtoseehimatmydoorstep,he's

stillwearinghisscrubs.

Him:HimayIcomein?



Me:Uhhhm…Iwaskindasleeping.Iamnot

feelingwell.

Him:Icantell.ImeanIheardthatyoutook

leave.

Me:Okay.

Him:YessoIrememberedthatthatdaywhenI

droppedyouoffIpromisedtobringyoufood

frommyrestaurantsohereIam.

Me:Okay.

Iamreallysurprisedtoseehimhere,likeIcan't

evenarticulateonestructuredsentence



especiallyafterwhathappenedthatnight.

Him:Ididn'tknowwhattobringsoIbroughtmy

favouritesandIthinkyou'lllovethemtoo.

Me:Iguessyoucancomein.

Imakespaceforhimandhegetsin.

“Universewhatareyouupto?”

Him:Areyousayingsomething?

Me:Theplatesareinthemiddleshelf.

HelooksforthemwhileIamcheckinghimout.



AllIcansayisthat,Godisagiftedcreator.

Me:Whatdoyouhavethere?

Him:Pap,stewandthebestrelishyou'veever

tasted.

Me:Isthatthespecialmeal?

Him:Youlovedoubtingthingsbeforeyoutry

them.

Hestresseseachwordinthatsentence.We

holdastareandIhavetolookdownbecause

hiseyesgivemeafeelingthatIamnotquite

surewhattomakeofit.Hetapsdowntheseat

nexttohimandIgositoverthereandeatthe



bestpapandstewever.

Me:Wow!

Him:Itoldyou!

Me:It'samazing!Andyoucookedallofthis?

Him:It'smyrecipebutIdidn'tmakeit.

Me:Nkosi!

He'sstaringatmeagainandhiseyesdig

deeperthanthey'resupposedto.Hebrushes

histhumbovermylipsandforthatsecondI

wishIhadlighterbaggagebecausethis

momentwouldbeperfectbut…



Me:Iamsorryforthekisstheotherdayit

shouldn'thavehappened.

Him:Butithappened.

Me:IwasdrunkandhurtandIamsorryifthat

gaveyouanyexpectations.

Him:Noneedtoapologiseit'scool.

Me:Noit'snot.IamamarriedwomanandI

lovemyhusbandanditwasinappropriate.

Him:Hecheatsonyouandhitsyou,Lynn...



Me:Andthat'snoone’sbusiness.

Istandupandgotoopenthedoorforhim.

Me:Pleaseleave!

Isaywithahardtone.Peopledon'tunderstand

myrelationshipwithSfiso,it'scomplicatedbutI

knowhe'snotabusive.Hecomestomeand

shutsthedoorwithonehand.

Him:Iamnotleavingsogochangeyourclothes,

freshenupandyou'llfindmeinthelounge,I

camewithcards.

TheauthorityinhisvoicejustamusesmeandI

decidetoadheretothat.



Him:Lynn!!

Istopatthestaircasewithmyarmsfolded.

Him:Ijustwanttoofferyoufriendship.

Me:Ihaveafriend.

Him:YoumeanLee.

Inod.

Him:She'snotyourfriend.

Iwanttoaskmorequestionsbuthedisappears

tothelounge.ButIknowwhathe'sgoingtosay



becauseIalreadyseeit,she'schanged.The

wayshetreatedmeafterthatwholefightwith

Sfisoshowsthatshe'snotonmyside.TruthisI

knowthatIamgoingtoneedafriendthrough

thiswholeidealandmaybetheuniversehas

senthimtohelpmedealwithit.

Sfiso

“Ohyess!Uhhh!!!!!Yesbaby"

“Fuckbaby!Iamsoclose!”

“Yesbabycuminsideofme"

Ireleaseallmysperminsideofherandthrow

myselfbesideher.



Ines:You'resogoodatthis.

Shesayspanting.

Me:You'rejustaddictedtome.

Ikissherforeheadandsherestsherbodyon

mychestwhileIplaywithherhair.Thebaby

startskickingandshegiggles.

Me:Iguessyou'renottheonlyonewho's

addictedtothis.

Ines:HaiboSfiso!It'sachild.



Me:Achildthatloveshisfather.

Ines:Loveshimalot.

SheemphasisethewordsandIshift

uncomfortably.Don'taskmewhatIamdoing

becauseIalsodon'tknowbutit'shelpingme

dealwiththisthingwithLynn.Likeforthistime

IamhappyandIdon'tcareabouteverything

elsegoingonaroundtheworldexceptwhatmy

dickwant.

Me:Letmefeedyou.Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Ines:Youaskasifthereareotheroptions.

Me:Iamtryingtoberomantichere!



Ines:Andit'sworking.

Ikissheronthelipsandgotothekitchen.Ifeel

apangofguiltwhenIpassthemasterbedroom.

Yes,we'reinmyhouse,whereelsewouldItake

her.SoafterthatnightatLynn'spartyItook

Ineshomewithmeandtookoutallmy

frustrationsoutonher.IamjustgladthatSiya

isnotheretowitnessallofthis.He'svisitingat

dad'shousefortheholidays.Sosincethatday

oftheparty,she'sbeensleepinghere,Igoto

workandcomebacktoawarmbed,there’s

onlytworulesshehastoadhereto;Novisitors

allowedandshedoesn’tenterLynn'sroom

whichImakesureisalwayslocked.

Iplateupsomepizzaandjuicewhichwe've

beensurvivingonforthepasttwoweeks



becauseInescan'tcookwhichisreallynotabig

dealbreakerbutitwouldbeconvenientifshe

did.

Me:Don'ttellmeyou'resleepingagain.

Her:You'retiringme.

Me:Wakeupandlet'seat.

Iwatchhereatlikethisisherlastmeal,she's

definitelynowbiggerthanbeforeyou'dswear

she'sabouttogivebirthwhichmakesithardto

exploreduringsexbutit'sbetterthannothing.I

hearthephoneconnectedtotheintercomring

andIrushtoanswerit.



Me:Lephotoresidence

Him:Goodevening!Iamfromthejustice

departmentandhaveaparcelforaMrSfiso

Lephoto.

Me:Ohokayletmebuzzyouin.

Whatdoesapersonfromthedepartmentof

justicewantatmyhouse?Iwaitforhimatthe

doorandit'sapoliceofficerwithabrown

envelopeinhand.

Him:MrLephoto?

Me:Yesthat'sme.



Him:Mayyoupleasesignhereforme.

Itakethepagehesitantlyandsign.

Him:Thankyou.MrLephotoyou’vebeenserved.

Hehandsmethebrownenvelopeandleaves.I

quicklygoinsideandteartheenvelopeapart.

Me:No!No!FuckNo!Fuck!

Iscreaminfrustrationandpanic,there'snoway

Lynnisdoingthistome.Hellno!Shecan'tleave

me,it'snothappeningnotwhileIamstillalive

anyway.Iquicklyrunupstairsandchangeinto

mysweaters.IcanfeelInesfollowmearound

whileIhystericallylookformycarkeys,Ihave



evenforgottenthatshe'shere.

Ines:Lookingforthese?

Sheswingsthekeysaroundherindexfinger

andIrushtohertogetthembutshehidesher

hand.

Me:Don'tmesswithmeInesIamnotinthe

mood.

She'stakenabackbymytone.

Ines:What'shappening?

Me:Idon'thavetimeforthisgivemethecar

keys.



Icomeclosertohereandforcefullygrabthem

fromher.

Ines:IamfeedupwithyourmoodsSfiso,one

momentyou'relovingandaffectionatethenext

youtreatmelikecrap.Ihavenevermetaman

soconfused!

She'sblabberingwhileItiemyshoelaces.

WhenIamdoneIgetupandwalktothegarage

withherfollowingbehindme.

Her:SfisoIamtalkingtoyou!Hei!

Shepullsmebymysweater.



Me:Look!IhavetogettoLynnokay.Take

somecashandcallanuberwillcallyoulater.

Her:Wow!Ishould'veknownthatthisisall

abouther.

Me:Don'tgetthisthingbetweenusconfused.It

willalwaysbeher,everythingIamwillalways

centrearoundher.Don'tforgettolockupand

leavethekeyunderthemat.

Igetintomycaranddrivelikecrazytoher

place.Goodthingit'spasttraffictimeandIcan

getthereinlessthantwentyminutes.Istill

haveaccesstothegateandmybloodboils

whenIseeNkosi'scarparkedoutsideafter6

pmintheevening.Iparkbesidehimanddon't

evenbotherknocking,Ijustbudgein.



Me:Whatthefuckishappeninghere?

Iseelifeleaveherbody.IhatethatIscareher

thismuchbutit'snecessary,ratherhavethe

fearthanthedisrespect.

Lindiwe

Itookoutsomesnacksafterfresheningupand

wemovedthefurnitureintheloungeand

startedplayingcards.Iamverygoodatcrazy

eightandIjustkeeponwinningormaybehe's

lettingmewin.

Me:Willyoujustgiveup?

Him:IamaverypatientmanLindiwe.



Me:15to1dudethat'sjustbrutal.

Him:Ohwow!Kanteyou'recounting,you

cheater!

Ikeeplaughingathisexpressions.Idoubted

havinghimaroundbuthe'sbeenverygoodfor

mymoodandevengavemeafewtipsonhow

todealwithmynausea.Ifeelasuddenshiver

downmyspineandhisscentclogsmynostrils.

AllIcandoiswishthatIam dreamingasIturn

backbuthisveryloudgrowlmakesmyheart

popout.

Him:Whatthefuckisgoingonhere?Isthisthe

reasonwhyyouwanttoleaveme.

Iquicklyjumpupandwalktowardshim.



Me:Sfisowhatareyoudoinghere?

Icanfeelmywordsdisappearintothinair,my

voiceistremblingandIamfailingtostand

properly.Iknowthelookinhiseyesverywell,

it'slethal.He'smadashellanditcouldonlybe

thethathehasreceivedthepapers.

Him:Don'taskmeshit!Whatthefuckishe

doinghere?

Nkosi:Stopswearingndoda!Can'tyouspeak

properly?

HechargestowardsNkosiandIstandin

betweenthem.



Him:You'reallowingthisdogtodisrespectme,

you'regivinghimleverageinmyhouseLindiwe!

Didhejustsayhishouse?Clearlysomethingis

wrongwiththismanbecauseIpayforthis

apartmentmonthly,outofmyownpocket.I

turntowardsNkosiandpolitelyaskhimtoleave

andluckilyhedoesn'tprotest.

Nkosi:Iwillcallyou.

Hebumpshimwithhisshoulderonpurpose

andIamjustgladthatSfisodoesn’tretaliate.

Assoonasheclosesthedoor,itbegins!

Him:AreyoudivorcingmeLindiwe?



HethrowsthepapersinmyfaceandIsmirk.

Me:Youdon'tknowhowtoreadnow?Angithi

that’swhat'swrittenthere.

Istartcleaningaroundwherewewereseating.I

suddenlyfeelweakandIlackthestrengthto

fighthimagain.Mybabyisalreadyatrisk

becauseofthelevelofstressIhave,soIdon't

needtoaddthis.Itrytomovepasthimand

everythinghappenssoquicklyIfallonthesofa

andhurtmyback.IfeelaverytensepainandI

canfeelawaterysubstanceescapingmythighs

andIhopeit'snotblood.

Me:Mybaby!mybaby!pleasesavemybaby!

TearsjustkeepdroppingandIfeeloutof



breathbecauseoftheintensityofthepainIam

experiencing.Icanvaguelyseehimdiallingon

hisphoneandwrappingmewiththepolar

fleecethat'salwaysbythecouch.

“Pleasesavemybaby”

ThosearethelastwordsIutterbeforeIpass

out…

Dotherightthing:Likeandcomment.

Chapter12

Sfiso

YouknowasDoctorIcomeintocontactwithso



manytraumaticexperiences,it'spartofthejob

andIhavelearnttolivewithitbutyesterdayfelt

likeawholenewexperienceforme.Ididn’t

knowwhattodo,itwaslikeIbecameparalysed

atthatslightmoment.Herscreamsmademe

panicthat'swhyIdecidedtorathercallthe

ambulance.Luckily,itonlytook10minutesto

gethereandshewasrushedtoStLucia's

hospital.

NowIampacingupanddownoutsideherward,

thedoctorshavebeenthereforalmosttwo

hoursandnooneistellingmeanything.When

shesaid“pleasesavemybaby"Iswearmy

wholeworldfroze.Ifreakedmeoutevenmore

becauseIwasnotawarethatsheispregnant.

EverythinghappenedsofastbutIswearIdidn't

pushher!Wewerearguingandshemoved

passedmeItriedtograbherarmandshe

yankeditandfellonthecouchandthat'show



shehurtherback.However,Istillfeellikeit's

myfaultmaybeifIhadjuststayedaway,maybe

ifIhadwaiteduntilIwascalmbeforeI

confrontedherthiswouldn'thavehappenedbut

Ineverlearn.Ialwaysactonimpulsewhenit

comestoher.Ithinkaboutlosingherand

everythingelsedoesnotmatter.

“DrLephoto”

That'sDrMayoyowedidourpracticalstogether

andnowweworkatthesamehospital.Itrust

himbecausehe'sverygoodatwhathedoes.

“Tellmeyouwereabletosavethebaby"

“ComeIwillfillbothofyouin"



MyheartisshatteredwhenIseeherlyingon

thatbed,shelooksinsomuchpainandIam

thecauseofitagain.IknowitlookslikeIenjoy

puttingherthroughthesesituationsbutIdon't,

whenLynnhurtsmyheartbreaks,allIeverwant

istomakeherhappybutIguessmyactions

suggestotherwise.Shelookstheotherway

whenweenterandthatjustaddsonthepain,

she'sholdingontoherstomachandIkeep

prayingthatwedidn'tlosethebabyespecially

notbecauseofmyanger.

Dr:Yourbloodpressureisveryhighprobably

duetostressandatthisstageofyour

pregnancythebabycan'thandlethehormones

causedbythoselevelsofstresssohepushes

throughthecervixanditcontractshencethe

bleedingandcrampsyouexperienced.



Me:He?

Dr:IamsorryjudgingbyhowfaralongsheisI

thoughtyouknew,it'saboy.

Me:Wow!Anotherone.

Ifeeltearsthreatenmyeyes,we'rehaving

anotherboy,aminimeagain.Justwishthe

newshadcomeatabettertime.

Me:Sowereyouabletosavehim?

Dr:Wewereabletostabilisethehypertension

butthecervixisstillslightlyopenwhichdoesn't

ruleouttheriskofspontaneousabortion.Sowe

willhavetokeepherhereforawhileandgive



hermedicationtomakesurethatshehasbetter

chancesofcarryingtofullterm.

Me:Sothebabyissafe?

Dr:FornowbutlikeIsaidearliertoMrsLephoto,

sheneedstotakeiteasyorthecervixwillfully

openandthatwillcauseamiscarriage.

AllthistimeLynnisnotevenlookingatusbutI

canhearhersobswhicharelikepinsbeing

insertedinmyvessels.

Me:Thankyoudoctorwewilldoourbestto

lowerthestresswhateverittakestosavehim.

Dr:Willgiveyousomespaceandpleasecome



seemebeforeyouleave.

Me:Willdo.

Hepatsmybackandleaves.Itakethechairin

theroomandsitnexttoherbed.She'sstill

lookingawayfrommeandItrytobrushher

backbutsheflinchesandmovesawayandit

tearsmyheart.I'vehurtmybabyagain.

Me:Babywhydidn'tyoutellme?Icould'vebeen

thereforyouandourbaby.IloveyouLynnandI

amsohappythatyou'recarryingthisbaby,he's

ourreconciliationgiftfromGod.

Sheturnstomeandhereyesarebloodshotred.

Herwholefaceispinkandwet.



Me:Stopcryingbabyithurtsme.IamsorryI

havebeenabsent,IamsorryIkeepmessingup

butIamherenowLynnandwe'rehavinga

baby.Canwejustforgetabouteverythingand

makesurethathesurvives.

Iamsmilingthroughmytearsandshe'sjust

lookingatme.Ican'treallytellwhat'sonher

mindbutIamhopingshegivesmeanother

chancetomakeuswork.

Her:Iwantyoutostaythefuckawayfromme

andmybaby.

Myeyespopout,Iamshockedbyherresponse

tosaytheleast.

Me:Lynn…



Her:Youkilledmyheart,mysoul,myspiritand

nowyouwanttokillmybaby.Whatdidn'tIever

doforyouSfiso?Ilovedyou,Iputyoufirstbut

you'reaselfishbastardandIdon'twantyou

anymore.Pleasesignthedamnpapersandstay

awayfromme.

Igaspinshock,likeIdidnotexpectthat

responseatall.She'sutteringeachwordlikeit's

anurgentmessage,hervoicesoundslikeshe's

outofbreathandeveryutteredwordis

accompaniedbyaflowoftears.Shekeeps

usingthebackofherhandtostoptheminvain.

Me:IamnotsigningthosepapersLynn.Doyou

hearme?Iamnotlettingyougo,wearegoing

tomakethiswork,sureit'snotgoingtobeeasy

butweloveeachotherandwe'llfigurethisout.



Her:Thereisnothingtoworkout.Lookatwhat

you'vedonetome.(Sheremoveshergownand

she'sleftnaked)Youwin!Iambroken!You

brokemeandIamdestroyed.Noonewillever

haveme.Isn'tthatwhatyouwant?Tobethe

onlyonewhocanbreakme!Tothrowme

againsteverywallandrejoicewhenIshutter.

You'vewon,Iamdeadinsidebutpleasebe

mercifultomychildren,don'tldeservetosee

themgrowupandlive?Don'ttheydeserve

somelovefromme?Pleasedon'ttakethat

awayfromthem.Ibegyoupleaseletmego!

It'sjusthitafterhitandIhavenowayto

respond.Ihavehurtherbadlythistimearound.

It'smorethanjustabruisethistimeIhavecut

deepintoher.ShelooksirreparableandIam

theonetoblame.MaybeIshouldjustdothe

rightthingandlethergobutIamstrugglingto



cometotermswithlosingher.

Idon'tknowwhatelsetosayandsoIrun

outside.Everythinglookslikeit'sinslowmotion.

Icanhearmyheartbeatsoloudlyinmyears.I

ambreathingthroughmymouthbecausemy

airwayfeelsblocked.IthinkIamhavingan

anxietyattack.Ipushtomycarwithmy

disorientedeyesight.

Me:DearGodpleasehelpme.Pleasehelpme

tolethergo.

Irestmyheadonthesteeringwheelandletit

allout…

Lindiwe



**Ifyouwouldonlytreatmeright

I'dstayherebyyourside

ButIamdowntomylastcry

SoI'mleavingyougoodbye

Youturnedawayfromopportunities

Tositandtalkthingsthrough

ButnowwhenIsayI'mleavingyou

Youhavesomuchtoprove

Solongtoallmypain

Goodnighttomyheartache

Goodbyesorrow

Iwon'tcrynomore

I'mleavingtomorrow….**

Themusicgoesdeadandthat'swhenIrealise



momisintheroom.Mypillowissoakedin

tearsandmyheartbrokeninuncountable

pieces.

Her:Youshouldstopdoingthistoyourself.This

musicisnothelpingyouinanywayitjustputs

thebabyatrisk.

Me:Hesignedthepapersmama.

Her:Isn'tthatwhatyouwanted?

Me:Ithoughthewouldfightforme.Ithought

hewouldgetridofherandchoseusbuthejust

gaveup.

Her:IloveSfisomtanambuthe'snotgoodfor



you.Thelovehehasforyouisunhealthyand

dangerous,it'snottheloveofGodbutit's

twisted.Iamgladyoumadethedecisionto

leavehimbeforeyoulostyourself.Iknowit

hurtsnowbutitwillgetbetterIpromise.

Igotdischargedtwoweeksagoafterspending

threemoredaysunderstrictwatch.Ialmost

miscarriedandIamgratefulthatmybabyis

stillalive.Thedoctororderedmetotakeiteasy

soIamonbedrestandmomhasbeenherefor

thatperiodtolookaftermeandhelpwithSiya.

Sfisosignedthedivorcepapers2daysafter

thatnightIwasadmitted.We'reappearingin

courttomorrowtomakeitofficialthanksto

Craig'sconnections.

Idon'tknowhowtheheartworks,it'sstill

yearningforhimeventhoughIknowwe're



nevergoingtowork.IheardthatIneshasbeen

vafrequentvisitoratmyhouse,that'sjust

anotherstabtotheheart.Thethoughtofhim

movingonlikenothinghappenedhurtssobadly.

HecallsdailyjusttotalktoSiyaandthat'sit.

Her:SiyaneedsyouandjustbecauseIamhere

itdoesn’tmeanyoushouldneglecthim.

Breakfastisreadyfreshenupandcome

downstairs.

Me:ThanksmaIwillberightthere.

Mom'srightIhavebeensoconsumedbythis

wholedivorcethingthatIactuallyforgotthe

reasonIappliedforitinthefirstplace.My

childrenaremypriorityandIneedtofocuson

makingsurethatIdon'tlosethisoneIam

carryingandtheoneIalreadyhave.



Igetupfromthebedandgotakeaverylong

bath.Ihaven'tfeltthebabykickingtodayandit

scarestheshitoutofmebutIdon'twanttocall

thedoctorfirstbecauseIGoogleitandthey

saidIshouldstartgettingworriedonceit

doesn'thappenforacompleteday.Iwearmy

pyjamasandgownthenheaddownstairs.

Siya:Mom!You'reawake!

Helooksgenuinelyhappytoseemeandthat

meltsmyheartbecauseforthepastmonths

sincewe'vemovedhereIwasactuallythinking

thatheresentsme.

Me:Hibabyhowareyou?



Him:Imissyou.

Me:Imissyoutoo.

HeopenstheseatformeandItakeit.Mybump

issomuchbiggerandvisiblenow.

Mom:Comegivemeyourhandsletpray.

Welockourhandsandmomstartspraying.

ShetalkstoGodlikearealperson,sheopens

upherheartfreelytohimlikehecanreallyhear

andthat'ssomethingI'vebeenstrugglingtodo.

Inherprayershethankshimmorethanshe

requeststhings,sheonlyasksforforgiveness

andthewilltodowhat'sright.Andwhat

touchesmethemostiswhensheasksthat

Godprovidesmewithstrengthandmostlyhis



holyspirittoguidemeinlife,toacceptthe

changesthataretakingplaceinmylifeandbe

thankfulforthegiftshehasbestoweduponme.

Mom:InJesusnameamen.

Us:Amen!

Me:Thatwasbeautifulmathankyou.

Mom:ThankGodnanahe'sonyourside..Now

comelet'seatIcan'thaveyoustarvingmy

grandchild.

Siya:MamaisittruethatIamgoingtohavea

littlebrother?



Me:Whotoldyouthat?

Him:Dad.

Me:It'strue.Doyouwanttofeelhim?

HenodsandImovebackwithmychairtomake

spaceforhimtotouchit.Thebabykicks

vigorouslyandhequicklyremoveshishand

frommytummy.

Him:Woah!Isthathim?

Me:Yes!lookslikehelikesyoualot.

Helooksamusedandgenuinelyhappy.



Him:CanIsleepnexttohimtonight?

Mom:Yourmomisnotfeelingwellboy.

Me:Iamsureitwon'tbemuchofaproblembut

onlyfortonight.

Him:Yesss!Thankyoumom.You'rethebest

andIloveyou.

Hegivesmeahugandhearingthosewords

fromhimmakesmecryinstantly.Iholdonto

himandforthatmomentwithbothbabiesin

myarmsIamsurethatIamdoingtheright

thingbyleavingSfiso.Iknowthatforsure

becauseifIdon'tleavehimtheywillneverknow

mysmile,joyandexperiencethefullcapacityof



mylove.

Sfiso

Iwakeupinadark,coldandsorrowfulplace

today.Infactthisishowmanyofmydaysare

likelately.IgotoworkwithaheavyheartandI

comebackwithanevenheavierone.That'smy

routineworkthenhome,orderinandplayvideo

games.EverydayIpickupmyphoneandwant

tocallherbutIgetwashedoverwithsomuch

guilt.GuiltofhowtwofacedIhavebeen,guiltof

almostkillingmychild,guiltofruiningmy

marriageandguiltofrippingherofher

happiness.IrealisethatIamnotthemanthatI

wantedtobe.IamthekindofmanthatIresent,

anarcissist.SoallIdoiscommunicatewith

Siyaandthat'showIgettoknowhowsheand

thebabyaredoing.



Ourcourttimeis8amandIdon'twanttobe

latesoIdecidetoshowerandwearanallblack

outfit.Iguessit'sanappropriatecolourforloss.

Loss.Manypeoplethinkitdeathwhenyou

mentionthewordbutlosscanbelosingyour

heart,yoursoulandtheonepersonthathas

keptyousaneyourentirelifewhiletheirstill

presentonearth.That'stheworsekindofloss.

“Areyoureadyman?”

Anatsaasksmeasweparkoutsidethecourt.

He'stheonerepresentingme.We'vecome

goodfriendsthroughLuandIcouldn'tthinkof

anotherlawyertorepresentme.

Me:Idon'tthinkI'lleverbereadytoloseLynn



butthisiswhatshewantsandforthefirsttime

inmylifeIwanttodosomethingforherwithout

beingselfish.

Him:Ifwhatyoushareisgenuinethenyou'll

findeachotheragainifnotinthislifetime

hopefullythenext.

Me:Thanksman.

Wegetoffthecarandshe'salreadyhere

becauseIspothercarintheparkinglotwith

numberplates“MRSL29GP"Iwonderifshe's

goingtochangethem.Ididn'ttellmymother

aboutthisbutjudgingontheamountofcallsI

havebeenreceivingfromherIthinksheknows.

Man:ALLRISE!!



Judge:Youmayallsitdown.

Man:CALLINGTOTHESTANDTHECASEFILE

NO245LINDIWELEPHOTOVSSFISOLEPHOTO

DIVORCEPROCEEDINGS.

Webothstandfromourseatsandshetakes

thestandwhilethere’sasmalldeskandchair

thatIhavetositon,closetoher.Herlawyeris

theoneaskingthequestionsbecauseshe'sthe

onewhofiledforthedivorce.

Him:MrsLepbotodoyouknowthemansitting

nexttoyou?

Me:YesIdo!



Him:Canyoustateyourrelationshipforthe

benefitofthecourt.

Me:Heismyhusband.

Him:Howlonghaveyoubeenmarriedtothe

respondent?

Me:Elevenyearsyourhonour.

Him:Canyoutellthecourtwhyyouhavefiled

forthisdivorce.

Her:Therelationshipwithmyhusbandhas

becomeverytoxic,we'reconstantlyfightingand

hecheatedonmeseveraltimesandeven



impregnatedanotherwoman.

Him:Isthatwhyyoumovedoutfromyour

homewithyourson?

Me:Yes!

Him:Thatwillbeallyourhonour.

Judge:Idon'tthinkitwillbenecessarytohear

thesideoftherespondentsstorysincethese

documentsshowthathehassignedthedivorce

unlesssomethinghaschanged.MrZulu.

Anatsa:Nothinghaschangedyourhonour,my

clientisstillgoingaheadwithhisoriginal

decision.



Judge:Okay.IseeherethatyourclientMr

Mphutidoesn'twantanythingthatthetwohave

occupiedduringthiselevenyears?

Him:Yesyourhonourmyclientonlywantsfull

custodyofthechildandiswillingtohavethe

childvisitthefathereverysecondweekendand

schoolholidaysexceptChristmasandhis

birthday.

Judge:AnyobjectionstotheseconditionsMr

Zulu?

HelooksoveratmeandIshakemyheadno.

Anatsa:Noobjectionsyourhonour.



Judge:MrsLephotojustfortherecordofthe

courtareyoustillinlovewiththedefendant.

Shelooksatmewithglisteningeyes.

Her:NoIdon'tyourhonour.

Judge:You'rerequiredtoanswerinacomplete

sentence.

Her:IdonotloveMrLephotoanymore,your

honour.

Icanhearhervoicebreakingandmyheartjust

sinks.Iknowshe'sjustsayingthatforthe

formalityofthedivorcebutitstillstingstohear



thosewordscomingfromhermouth.

Judge:Bythepowervestedinmebythe

RepublicofSouthAfricaIgrantyourdivorce.

Youcancomecollectyourdivorcedecreeafter

14daysofwhichduringthiswaitingperiodthe

marriageisnotformallydissolvedandthe

spousescannotremarryuntilitends.Thecourt

isadjourned.

Man:ALLRISE.

Thejudgeleavesthechambersandwealso

leave.Idon'tevengettotalktoherbecauseshe

rushestohercar.Itrytorunafterherbut

Anatsastopsme.

Anatsa:Don'tdoit.She'sstillhurtinggiveher



somespace.

Me:Ijustwantedtoaskaboutthebaby.

Him:Iknowbutnothere.Come,youowemea

beer.

Iwatchherdriveoffandit'shardformeto

believethatthatwastheendofus.Theendof

ourlovestory.Justasmalltracethat’sgoingto

beleftofwhatourloveusedtobe.There'sno

moreSfisoandLindiweLephoto...

I'llalwaysskipadayinbetweenposts.

Chapter13



Ines

MynameisInesNaime,Iamthefirstoffive

siblings.IgrewupinMozambiqueandonly

cametoSouthAfricaafterIcompletedmatric,

onastudyvisa.Lifeathomewasnevertoo

hard.Mymomisanurseandmyfatherisa

goodfornothingdrunkard.Icouldnever

understandwhatmymomsawinhimandevery

timeIwouldaskher,shewouldsayIwill

understandwhenIamolder.Mymotheris

intelligent,humbleandarigidChristianbutI

guesstheheartwantswhatitwants.Soforas

longasIcanrememberI'vealwaysworkedhard

tonotenduplikeher,soIstayedawayfrom

loveandpursuedmydreamsofbecominga

doctor.

AllthatchangedwhenImetLebohang



Mokoena.Iwasataverychallengingstageof

mylifewhenImethimandhebecamemy

knightinshiningarmour.Mymotherhadjust

stoppedsendingmemoney,becauseofthebad

marksIreceivedtheprevioussemester,soI

hadtofindwork.Therewasanadvertisingfora

waiterinonebarnearschoolsoIappliedforit

andtheytookmeinstantly.Itwasn'teasy

jugglingworkwithmystudiesbutIneededthe

moneyuntilhecamealong.Ihavenevermeta

mansocarefreeandwholivedinthemoment.

Everydaywasacauseforcelebrationandthat's

howIfellinlovewithhim.Hepromisedme

thingsI'veneverevendreamedaboutandIgave

intoloveandsleptwithhim.Hewassogentle

andtreatedmelikeIwouldbreak,providedfor

myemotional,physicalandmostlyfinancial

needs,butallthatchangedwhenItoldhimIam

pregnant.Heworkedtoothandnailtoget

himselfridofthisbaby.Myheartwasshuttered

butthroughoutthiswholeordealI'verealised



thathedidusbothafavour.Hedoesn’thave

themeansnorthehearttoraiseachild,it'sjust

unfortunatethatithadtobeattheexpenseof

Sfisoandhismarriage.

ObviouslyIdofeelbadaboutwhatwe'redoing

tohimbutlikeLeboalwayssays“eatorbe

eaten".Theguyisreallyniceandhasagreat

sexgamebutlikewholeavestheirwifefora

sidechick.WhenIagreedtothisplanIreally

thoughtitwasimpossibletogettohim

especiallywiththereputationSfisocarriesbutI

guessmenaremenandimpossiblealsohas

limits

“Areyouokay?”

Irollmyeyes,it'sLucy,meandherhaven'tbeen

gettingalonglately.



EverythingchangedwhenshefoundoutthatI

wassleepingwithSfiso,atonepointshe

wantedtochasemeoutbutSfisobeggedher

notto.

Me:Iamfeelingabitofdiscomfortbutnothing

hectic.

Her:Makesureyouputawarmwaterbottleon

yourback.

Me:Thankyou!I'lldothat.Areyougoing

somewhere?

Her:Goingoutforawhile,doyouneedanything?

Me:No!thankyou,enjoy.



SheleavesmyroomandIwaittohearthemain

doorshutandIscreamformylife.Mywater

brokehalfanhouragoandIhavebeenhaving

contractionsabout10or15minutesapart.It's

themostintensepainI'vefeltinmylife.Igrab

myphoneandcallLebo.

Me:Youneedtofetchme,mywaterjustbroke!

Him:What!Didn'tyougetthetocolycticlast

week?

He'sreferringtotheinjectionsthatIhavebeen

gettingfromaDoctorhefoundforme.The

samedoctorthat'sbeenhelpingfakethesonar

scanswhenIgowithSfiso.Themedicationis

normallyusedforwomanthathaverisksof



spontaneousabortion,soinmycaseit'sto

prolongmypregnancy.Lastweekthedoctor

flatrightrefusedtogivemeanotherdose

becauseIwasduetwoweeksago,itwas

becomingtoodangerousforthebabysohereI

am.

MyvoiceistremblingbecauseIamsoscared.

Whatifmybabydoesn'tmakeit?I'velostand

sacrificedsomuchforhimalready.Iam

strugglingtostaystillinoneplace.

Him:Whereareyou?

Me:AtLucy'shouse

.

Him:That'stoofar!Look,tryanddrivetoDr

ManyikeIwillmeetyouthere.



Me:MYWATERJUSTBROKE!IAMHAVING

THISBABYNOW!ICAN'TGETTHATFAR!DO

YOUGETTHAT?

Him:Shit!Idon'tknowwhattodo!Whatdoyou

wantmetodo!

Thisguyismessedup!LikeIdon'tknowwhy

myheartdoesn'twanttoletgoofhimbecause

heclearlydoesn'tcareaboutmeandthisbaby.

SoIhangupandtakemyalreadypackedbaby

bag.Iflinchgoingthroughthehousetothe

garage.Sfisoboughtmeacar,it'snothing

fancybutitgetsmefromAtoB.Idrivetothe

nearestclinichardlycapableofbreathingbutI

amsuremymotherlyinstinctshavekickedin

becauseIamsurvivingthroughit.Ifinallyget

thereabout10minuteslater.



Me:Ineedhelp!Pleasehelpme!

IcanbarelywalkbutatleastI'vemadeithere.I

amscreamingsoloudlyandthenursesrushme

inandthat'sthelastIremember.Hourslater,I

ambeingwheeledsomewhereandallIhopefor

isthatmybabyisalive.Igivealazysmilewhen

IseeLebosittingonachairwithabundleinhis

arms.

Him:It'sagirl!

IchokeonmytearswhenIholdherinmyarms.

I'veneverfeltmyheartswellwithsomuchlove

andhappiness.

Me:Ithoughttheysaidit'saboy.



Him:She'sperfectandbeautifullikeyou.

Me:Miranda,that'shername!

Him:Beautifulnamebaby.Iloveyoubothso

much.

Idon'tevencarewhetherhemeansitornotbut

heseemsgenuineandthat'sallI'veeverwanted

tohearhimsay.He'sherewithusandforthis

momentthat'sallthatmatters.

Twomonthslater…

Sfiso

Mylifecrumbledafterthedivorce,Iswearmy



wholeworldstoppedcirculating.Icouldn't

functionorbecontent.EverynightIwouldthink

aboutwhatIcould'vedonedifferently,that

maybeIdidn'tfighthardforherandputour

familyabovemyneeds.Ican'tevenspendtime

withSiyawithoutfeelinglikeafailure.Igaveup

toosoonandheneedstogrowupwiththat.A

lotofthatchangedwhenMirandawasborn.A

peculiarnameIknowbutInesloveditandsoI

wentwithit.Iwasstillinsurgerywhenshewas

bornbutassoonasshecalledmeIrushedto

herandmylifegainedmeaningtheminuteI

heldherinmyarms.She'ssobeautiful,tinyand

pink!Myownlittlehappiness.It'slikeshecame

andchangedmyworld.Shefilledupavoid

that'sbeenthereforaverylongtime.My

princess.

Iparkmycaroutsidemymother'splace,Iam

surprisingmyfavouritegirls,Istoppedbythe



mallandboughtallthepinkclothesIcouldfind

atWollies.Itookleaveforthenextthreedays

justtospendsomequalitytimewithher.The

houseissilentsoIamguessingeveryoneis

coopedupinthebedroomasusual.

IstoponmytrackswhenIhearLebo'svoice

andsomethingtellsmetolistenin.Ihaven't

seenhimsincethatdayInesmovedinwithmy

mother.

Lebo:Daddy'slittleangel.

Her:Youshouldn'tbehereLebohang!Whatif

Lucywalksinandfindsyouhere?

Him:IhavetherighttoseemydaughterInes,

youcan'tdenymethat.



Her:She'snotyoursanymore!Youlostthat

rightwhenyouchosetosetupSfiso.

Him:Hisnamemightbeinthatcertificatebut

it'smybloodthatrunsthroughherveins,she's

mineIneswhetheryouwanttoacknowledgeit

ornot.

Her:Iknowshe'syoursokaybutyoucan'tsee

her,notlikethis.

No!No!Ican'tlistentothemanylonger.My

worldisspinningandturningupsidedown.I've

beenplayed!I'velosteverythingfornothing.

She'snotmine!She'snotmine!I'vebeen

cheated!I'vebeenbetrayed!I'vebeendeprived

ofmyhappiness!I'vebeenplayedbythe



personI'vecalledmyfriendforsolong,allthis

timeIdidn'tknowthathe'smyfoe.

Mom:Sfisoareyouokay?

It'sthentheireyesmeetwithmine.Lebohasa

smirkonhisfaceandfearrunsinInes'eyes.My

heartisracingandmymindfogged,Iamready

tokill!

Tobecontinued...

Unedited

Chapter13continuation

Mom:Sfisoareyouokay?



It'sthentheireyesmeetwithmine.Lebohasa

smirkonhisfaceandfearrunsinInes'eyes.My

heartisracingandmymindfogged,Iamready

tokill!

Me:Isthistrue?IsshenotmineInes?Didyou

lietomeyoubitch!

Him:Don'tinsultthemotherofmychildlike

that!

Hearinghimtalktomelikethatticksmeoff

andwithoutanythoughtatallIjumponhim,my

handsaretightlywrappedaroundhisneck.My

handsaretremblingandhiseyesarepopping

out,IcanseehislifewitherinfrontofmebutI

don'tcare,hrneedstopayforthis.



Mom:Sfiso!stopmychildyou'regoingtokill

him!

IcanhearherwailsandpleadsbutIamzoned

out,Ican’tletgo.Iwanthimtofeelafractionof

thepainhe'scausedme.

Me:Itrustedyoudamnit!Ilovedyouand

cheeredforyouwheneveryoneelsesaidI

shouldn't.Itrustedyou!Ifuckentrustedyou

withmylife.

Ikeepthrowingfistafterfistuntilmom

managestopullmeaway.Ipushherwithmy

onehandandshefallsdownonthefloor.He

takesthischancetopullawayandhidebehind

thebabycot.He’scoughingandlaughing



simultaneously.Hewipesthebloodofftheside

ofhismouthwithasmugonhisface.

Him:It'sthatallyou'vegot?Haa!You'vealways

thoughtthatyou'resmartbutIplayedyou.Idid

itrightunderyournoseandyoucouldn'teven

noticeanything.Somuchforadoctor!

Me:Isthatwhyyoudidallofthis?Becauseof

envy!IlostLindiwe,Ilostmyfamilyallbecause

ofwhat?

Him:Andwhodoyouhavetoblameforthat?Of

coursethemightySfisocanneverbewrong!Oh

no!Thewholeworldrevolvesaroundhim.

Everyoneelsecanbewrongbutnotyou.YesI

setyouupbuteverythingelseyou'vedone

yourselfsodon'tdareputthatonme.Iwon

Sfiso!Foronceinyourlife,you'vebeenbeaten



justadmitit.

Me:Areyoulisteningtoyourself?It'snota

gameman!It'smylife,it'smyhappiness,my

time,myreputationandmyfamily!

Igetalumpinmythroatjustthinkingaboutit

all.ItakealookatInesandshe'scarryinga

cryingMirandainherarms.Hereyesarered

andallIwanttodoiskillher.Howcanaperson

besocruel?

Me:WhydidyoudothisInes?I'vebeensogood

toyou!IlovethatchildwitheverythingIhad,

gaveeverythingIhadbutyou…

Her:SfisoIamreallysorry!Ireallydidn'twantto

doitbuthemademedoit!



She'scryingandkeepsaskingforforgiveness

butit'sinvain.Iwouldneverforgetnorforgive

this,it'sthemostdespicablethinganyonehas

everdonetome.

Me:Pleaseleavemyhouse!Takeyourtrash

andfuckenleavemylife.Inevereverwantto

seeyourfuckenfaceorscent.

Istartpushingthemoutsidewhilethrowing

anythingIcangetholdofatthem.Momgrabs

holdofmeandit'sthenIhearMiranda’sloud

screamsandthatshe'salsointears.

Me:Leavemealoneallofyou!Ihateyou!

Mom:Sfiso!



ShegaspsbutIcouldn'tcare.She'smymother,

sheshouldhaveknownsomethingwaswrong

butshe'sbeensocaughtupwithbreakingLynn

andIapartthatshefellintohertrap.

Me:You'rejustlikethem.Yourejoiceinmy

sadness.Youwatchedmelosemyfamilyand

didnothing.Whatkindofmotherareyou?You

shouldbeashamed!

Mom:That'snotfairSfiso.

Me:YouthreedeserveeachotherIamdone!

Ileavethehousefeelingsodisoriented.IknowI

should'vebeenmoresmart,morequestioning

andlessimpulsive.Ikeepwipingthetears



fallingsorelentlesslyfrommyeyes.Ilostmy

family.Ilostmylife.Myhappiness.Mywifeand

son.IfindmyselfdrivingtoLynn'splace,Ineed

her!IneedtomendmymistakesandIjustpray

it'snottoolateforus…

Lindiwe

62days,1488hours,89200seconds.That's

howlongit'sbeensincethedivorce.EverydayI

wakeupwishingtheswellinginmyheartwill

subsidebuteverydayit'sthesame.Imisshim.

Oh!GodknowsjusthowmuchIlongforhim,

everynightIsoakmypillowthinkingabout

whereheis,ifhe'seatenorsafe.Butmy

childrenhelpmetopushforwardespeciallythe

oneIamcarrying.EversincethedivorceSiyais

muchnicertome,hecleansafterhimselfand

sometimesIcomebackfromworkandhe



wouldhavewarmedupthefrozenmealsand

completedhishomeassignmentswhichisso

comfortingconsideringhowclosethey'rewith

hisdad.

Iamwreckingmyclosettryingtofind

somethingthatfits,that'scomfortablebutstill

stylishenoughtogooutinpublic.Normally

whenIgotoworkIdressplainlybecauseIam

coopedupbehindthedeskbuttonightmy

newlyfoundfriendistakingmeout.Nkosihas

beenheavensent,he'sbeenthereformelikeno

onehaseverbeen.Doyouknowhowgreatit

feelstohavesomeonecompletelybackyouup

andjustbeincorner?Anevengreaterthingis

thathehasn'tmadeanyinappropriatemoves

towardsmeexceptmaybecallingmewithpet

names.Hecallsmeeverymorningat5amto

wakemeup,bringsmelunchorsends

someoneoverfromhisrestaurantandwevideo



chateverynight.It'sneverbeeneasytoopenup

especiallyaboutmyemotionsbuthemakesit

soeasy.He'salreadymetSiyaandthey'vehitit

likeahouseonfire.Sometimestheywouldjust

stayuptilllateplayingvideogamesandhe's

playingthemalefigureinhislifebecauseSfiso

isalwaysbusywithhisnewfamily.Healways

callsandsayshe'sfetchinghimandnever

pitchesupbutitdoesn'tdisappointme

anymore.Hedidn'tchoseusandashardasthe

pillistoswallowIamslowlylearningtolive

withit.

Iamsittingflatdownintheclosetwithmy

phoneinmyhands.IthinkIshouldjustcancel

tonight,Iamnotready.Idialhisnumbersandit

ringsuntilittakesmetovoicemail.Typicalof

Nkosi!Icannevergetholdofhim,Ithinkhe

ownslikethreedifferentphones.Itryoverand

overandstillnolucksoIsendhimantextinall



threenumbers.

**Sorry!Can'tgoouttonight,Iamnotfeeling

well.**

Myphonesringsalmostinstantly.

Him:Lindiwengicelauphakamelapho,get

dressedandIwillbetherein15minutes.

Me:IhavenothingtowearNkosinathi!Unless

youwantmetowalkaroundnakedinpublic.

Him:YoucanwearasackforallIcareand

you'llstillbethemostbeautifulwomanI'veever

seeninmylife.SoIambeggingyou,punkie,

dressupandblessmewithyourpresence.



Me:Ncooh!maramyfriendship!

Him:Mxm!Seeyouinfifteen.

HehangsupandIfeelliftedupinstantly.Itake

outasleevelessmaxidressandwedges,Iam

30weekspregnantandIlooklikeanapple.Iam

round,havegainedabout6kgwhichhastaken

mefromasize32toa38.

“Mom!BhutiNathiishere”

Me:Iamcomingdownnana,giveme2minutes.

Him:Youlookbeautifulmom.



Me:Comehere.

Herushesinmyarms.IthinkabigpartofwhyI

can'tgetoverSfisoisseeinghimeverydayin

SiyaandnowIambringinganotherSfisoon

earth.

Me:Iloveyousomuchnanaandeverythingis

goingtobeokay.

Him:IloveyoutooandIamsorryaboutdad.

Me:It'sokaybabyandneverforgetthatyour

fatherlovesyou,he'sjustgoingthroughsome

stuff.

Him:Iknowhedoes,Ijustmisshimsobadly.



Me:Imisshimtoonana.

WeholdontoeachotherandIjustmissthe

thirdpartyinthisgrouphug.Heleftusbutwe

stillyearnforhim,Iguessthat'showtheheart

works.

Nkosi:AmIintruding?

He'sstandingatthedoorandlookshandsome

andstylishasalways.

Me:Nocomein.Iamsorrywegotcarriedaway.

Him:Don’t!It'saperfectview.



Siya:Mom'sright,you'recheesy!

Him:Iamwhat!

Nkosiscoopshimupandrunsoutwithhim.I

justshakemyheadbecauseIamusedtothem

bynow.Ifinishupandconfirmwithmomif

she'sstillcomingbecauseIamstillanxious

aboutleavingSiyaalone.Iwalkdownstairsand

theseidiotsarelookingatmelikeIamtheonly

womanalive.

Him:Youlookbreath-takingpunkie.

Me:Thankyou,nowlet'sgo.Nanayoudon't

openthedoorforanyoneexceptgrandma,

okay!



Siya:Yesmom!

Ileavethemtherewhiletheydotheir

handshake.IopenthedoorandIswearIalmost

faintwhenIcomefacetofacewithSfiso.He

looksdistraughtandlost.

Him:IneedyouLynn!Ineedyounowmorethan

ever!

Helookslikehe'sabouttocryanditbreaksmy

heart.JustwhenIamabouttorespond,

Nkosinathipopsup.

Nkosi:Areyoureadytogopunkiepie!

Theyholdastareandmyeyeskeepgoingback



andforthbetweenthetwo.

Him:IamsorryIwasn'tawarethatyouhad

company.

Me:Sfiso...

Hestepsbackandleaveswithmyheart.Istare

athimwithtearsinmyeyes,Iwanttorunafter

him,holdhimandassurehimthateverything

willbewellbutIcan'tdoit!Heleft!Heleftus!

Nkosi:Wecancancelifyouwantandyougo

sortthisout.

Me:No!it'ssorted!You'renotbailingonme.



Nkosi:NotevenifIcangetpaid.

Itakemyclutchbagandwegetintothecar.I

mightloveSfisowithallofmyheartbutIrefuse

tolethimmakeushisplanB.Hemadehis

decisionandnowIammakingmine.

Sfiso

Iamwalkingzombie!IdiedtheminuteIsaw

Lynngetinthatcarwithhim.Ithoughtshe

wouldcare,Ithoughtshewouldholdmeinher

armsandtellmetoleteverythinggo.Ithought

wewouldcrytogetherandmakeup.Shelooks

happyandshe'sglowing.Nowsomeoneis

makingmybabyhappy,someoneistakingcare

ofmyfamilywhileIwasbusychasingaftera

childthatisn'tmine.



Me:WhyGod?WhydidIhavetobestupid?

Icrywhilerestingmyheadonthesteering

wheelandallIcanthinkofisthelyricsofa

songbyTankMaybeIdeserve.Thelyricsarea

fractionofallthethingsthatIdeserveafterall

thatI'veputLynnthrough.Maybewewerenot

meanttobe.MaybeGodgavehertomeandI

messeditup.

MaybeIdeserve

Foryoutogooutandfindsomeotherguy

MaybeIdeserve

Foryoutostayoutwithhimallnight

MaybeIdeserve

ForyoutodoallthethingsIdidtoyou



MaybeIdeserve

MaybeIdeserve(justmaybeyeah)

Tositathomeandwonderwhereyouare

Ishekissin'you,touchin'you,holdin'you,what

Totakeadrinkandhelpeasemymind

Iwannabemadafterallthosetimes

MaybeIdeserve...

Chapter14

Lindiwe

“WhoothankGodwe'realive"

Irollmyeyesashedramaticallywipes

imaginarysweatfromhisforehead.



“Stopbeingdramaticyou'regoingtobelate,

nowscoop”

Hetakeshisbagandcomesaroundmyside,I

rolldownthewindowandhekissesmycheek.

Him:Iloveyoumomandpleasedrivesafely.

Me:Howoldareyouagain?

Him:Oldenoughtotakecareofyou.

Nkosihasinstilledthismachopersonalityinto

him.He'smoreresponsible,respectfuland

wiserbutIlikeit.

Me:Goinbeforeyouarelate!Loveyou!



HewalksawayandIcan'tbelievethatheeven

walkslikehisfather.Anothersharppainhitsme

attheback,myabdomenareaisonfireandI

thinkit'sduetothedriving.Iamduenextweek

andIamsupposedtostayawayfromdriving

butNkosistoodmeupandhe'sbeentheone

helpingwithdrivingSiyatoschoolandPuleng

backhome.Momispreppingherthingsand

she'scomingovertodayortomorrowandI

can'twaitbecauseIam reallyexhausted.My

phoneringsandIputthecallthroughBluetooth.

Me:Nkosinathi!

Him:Iguessyou'restillmadatme.

Me:IamnotmadIamusedtothe



disappointment.

Him:Don'tbelikethat.

Me:IamdrivingNkosi,Ican'ttalk.

Him:WhyareyoudrivingLindiwe?Ithoughtwe

agreedthatyouweregoingtoaskPulengto

comefetchhim.

Me:Ididn'tagreetoanything,youspokeandI

listened.

Him:Whyareyoubeingsodifficult?ItoldyouI

waspagedforanemergencythismorning.

Me:HaiNkosiIamdriving.



Him:PulloverIamcoming.

Me:Nkosi…

Him:Lindiwe!

HeroarsandIdoasIamtold.Ifeelangryat

himandIknowit'sunfairbutIcan'thelpit.I

guesswhathappenedwithSfisohasmademy

heartimmunetodisappointment.Eventhelittle

thingstickmeoff.TenminuteslaterIseehim

getoffacarontherobots,andwalkstowards

mycar.Nkosihasanamazingbody,Idon't

particularlylovemenwithbeardsbuthisis

trimmedwellandexaggerateshisfacial

features.Heopensmydoorandhelpsmeget

out.Icantellbyhisflaringnosethathe'spissed.



IhandhimthecarkeysafterhemakessureI

amseatedcomfortablyandstrappedin.He

takesahugebreathinandoutbeforehestarts

thecar.NothingismuchsexierthanNkosi's

hands,they'restrong,hardbutsoftinside,

they’rehairyandpopoutveinsespeciallywhen

he'smadlikethis,they'remanly.Heparksthe

car,helpsmeoutandleadsthewaytothe

house.Thewayhe'sopeningthedoor,it'slike

he’stheownerasItrailbehind.Isettleonthe

highkitchenchairsandheopensthefridgeand

poursmemycucumberandlemonwater.He

knowshowitrefreshesmeafterdoinghard

labour.

Him:Let'stalk!What'sonyourmind?

Me:There'snothingtotalkabout.Yousaidyou

werecomingandyoudidn'tcome,it'snotabig



deal,Igetit,Siyaisnotyourson.

Him:FirstofallIneverwanttohearyousay

thateveragainbecauseyouknowIlovethat

boylikemyown.Secondly,youknowIwould

neverdropyouunlessitwasurgentanditwas,

apatientofminehadaseizureandIhadtosign

herovertoneuro.Thirdly,let'snotpretendthat

thisisaboutthismorning.

Ishiftuncomfortablyandlookdown.

Him:I'msorryaboutwhatIsaidyesterdaybut

Lynncomeon!Youdon'thavetherighttohurt

overthat.

Hecamebyyesterdayandasusualofferedto

cook,dishedupforus,lateronhetuckedSiya



inandwashedthedishes.Sowhilewewere

chillinginmyroom,hemadeacomment,I

quote:

“ThisisthereasonIwillnevergetmarried"he

wasreferringtothewayhewastired.

Afterthatcommentmymoodinstantly

changedandIofferedtoseehimoutalthough

weplannedonwatchingthe8:30pmMNET

movie.Idon'tevenknowwhythatcomment

botheredmebutitdidanditstilldoes.

Me:AmInotmarriagematerial?

Him:That'snotwhatImeantandyouknowthat.



Me:Idon't.

Hestandsfromhischair,takemyglassand

rinsesit.Hedoesn’tlookbacktomysidebutI

canseehowhe'swringingthekitchentowel

thathe'sbattlingwithhisthoughts.Heturnsto

meandkeepsrubbinghisfingeroverhislips.

Him:Thisisnoteasyforme.EverydayIcome

toyourhouseIneedtoparkoutsideandremind

myheartnottofallforyou.EverytimeItuck

SiyainIhavetoremindmyselfnottobecome

tooattachedtohimbecausehe'snotmine.I

wakeupandyou'rethefirstpersonIthinkabout,

Iwanttoloveyou,Iwanttoshieldyoufromthe

crueltiesoftheworld,Iwanttobuildyouupand

helpyouachieveyourdreamsbutIcan't.Ihave

toexerciserestraintwhenitcomestoyou

becauseIknowyourheartbelongstohim.



Me:Nkosinathi…

Him:Nopunkie!You'renotbeingfair.What

mustIdo?Ihavetoshieldmyselfbecauseno

matterwhatIcando,I'llneveroccupyyour

heart.Sowhenyougetmadoversuch

comments,youmakemyheartleapinjoy,

becausemaybe,justmaybeitbelievesthatyou

mightbewillingtotry.Andit'snotfairbecause

you'llneverloveme.

Me:Nkosinathi…

Him:Youdon'thavetofeelsorryforme.Iknow

myplaceandroleinyourlife,Iamjusttelling

youallthissothatyouknowandmaybejust

placeyourselfinmyshoesandunderstand



whereIamcoming…

Me:Nkosi!!!

Myvoicebreaksandthatcatcheshisattention,

heraiseshiseyesandmeetmytearyones.

Me:Mywaterjustbroke!

Hiseyespopoutandyoucanseepanicsetin.

Hequicklyrushestomeandhelpsmeup.

Him:CalmdownpunkieIwillgetyoutothe

hospital.

He'stellingmetocalmdownbuthe'stheone

panicking.He'sfrantic,searchingforhiskeys,



throwingmeapolarfleece,pouringmewater.

Me:NKOSI!

Hestopsforawhileandlooksatme.

Me:Ineedyoutofetchthebabybagupstairs

andcallPuleng,tellhernottobringSiyahere.

AlsocallSfiso.

Him:Okayhowisthepainfromascaleofone

toten.

Me:Twofornowbutwestillneedtogettothe

hospitalsoIneedyoutocalmdown.We're

havingthisbabytoday.



Hesmiles,kissesmyforeheadandruns

upstairstomyroom.Iflinchasanother

contractionhitsme.Iamjustprayingthatthis

babycanbedeliveredwithoutany

complications.Hehelpsmetothecarand

thingsquicklygosouthasthecontractions

becomemoreintenseespeciallygoingupthe

humpsandstoppingattherobots.

Me:Nkosidon'tforgettocallSfiso…Aahhh!!!

Heneedstobeheretodealwiththismess.

Aaahh!!!

Iamgrabbingholdofhisshirtfrombehind

whilehe'sdrivingfasttogetusatthehospital

intime.

Sfiso



It'smydayofftoday,soIaskedLutomeetme

forbrunch.It'salwaysgreatcatchingupwith

himplushehelpedmealotwithgettingmy

emotionsintrack.It'sbeenamonthsinceI

foundoutthatMirandaisnotmine,ifIdidn'tkill

myselfthenIwillneverdo.Iwasinashallow

anddarkplacebutIamslowlypickingmyself

fromthat.LastIheardfromLee,Ineswentback

toMozambiqueandthat'sthewisestdecision

she'severmadebecauseeverynightIfantasize

aboutkillingher.Ialsohaven'tspokenwith

momsincethen,notthatIblameherforwhat

happenedbutI'verealisedthatshehasn'treally

beenagoodinfluenceinmylife.Mymomisnot

abadpersonbutshedoesn'tknowwhereto

drawthelineinbackingmeupandforalong

timeItookadvantageofthat.

AfterthatnightatLynn'splaceIendedupgoing



toLeeandLu’sandtheyhelpedmecalmdown

andknockedsomesenseintome.Theymade

merealisethatwhathappenedwasmuchmore

myfaultthananyoneelse.Icametorealisethat

asmuchasLebosetthebait,Iandnotanyone

elsecheatedonmywifeandabandonedmy

family.IamtheonewhotookLynnforgranted

andIamtheonewhobrokeusapart.Even

thinkingandadmittingtothatfeelslikeIam

losinganounceofmybreath.Imessedupand

it'sabittertruthtoswallow.

NowIamsittinginMug&BeanwaitingforLu

andIambusyscrollingthroughherInstagram

account.She'sprettierthaneverbefore,it'sso

bizarrethatafterallthistimeshe'sstillthe

mostbeautifulwomanI'veevermet.Almostall

herrecentpicturesarewithNathiandithurts

yho!KnowingthatIamreplaceable,seeingher

moveonregardlessofthepainI'vesubjected



herto,seeinganothermanmakeherhappy,it

doesanumbertomyheart.

Lu:Stopstalkingthepoorwoman.

Hisvoicestartlesme,hecomesfrombehind

meandtakesachairacrossme.

Me:It'snotstalkingifyoudoitinpublic.

Him:Anythingtohelpeaseyourconscience.

Haveyouorderedanythingyet?Iamstarving!

Me:YeahIdid!Areyoucomingfromworkor

home?

Him:Wenttoworkearlierthannormal,tryingto



runawayfromyoursister.

Me:Troubleinparadise?

Thewaitercomesandplacesthefoodonthe

tableasslowlyasshecan,she'srubbingherself

tousandwe'repayingnoattentiontoherandI

guessshegetsthemessageandmoveson.

Him:She'spregnant!

Me:Wow!Sosoon.

Him:Ididn'tknowthatthewasatimelimit.

Me:Don'tbitemyheadoff.



Him:Iamsorry.Wefoundoutyesterdayand

she'sfuriouswithmelikeIdidonpurposeto

keepherathome.

Me:Didn'tshevolunteertobeahousewife?

Him:Shedid!ButnowshesaysIamtrapping

herwithkidsandthenextthingIamgoingto

cheatonherwhenshe'sfatandugly.

Me:Soundshectic.Howfaralongisshe?

Him:Sevenweeks.

Me:Tryandstepinhershoesbruh.Phelashe's

careerdrivenandLwandleisnotevenayearold



andnowshe'llhaveanotherpersontotakecare

of,it'sscary.

Him:IgetallthatandIunderstandbutblaming

meforthisisjustcrazy,IloveherandIalways

supporthernomatterwhat.SoIamgivingher

spacetocooloff,willspeaktoherlatertoday.

Me:Justagreewitheverythingshesaysandit

willbetheendofit.

Him:Yahbutit'stiringmaan!Beingamamis

noteasy.Anywayhowareyourboys?

Me:YoushouldaskNkosi.

Him:Don'tdragmeintothat.



Me:Siyastilldoesn'twanttoforgiveme.He's

still“yesdad"“nodad"Noconcrete

conversation.

Him:Atleasthestillcallsyoudad.

Me:Yahbutit'snoteasyseeingthemhappy

withhim.

Him:Okayletmejustsaythis.Nkosiisagreat

guy,surehe'sabitcockyandhasthebadboy

imagebuthe'sgenuine.Ifthere'ssomeoneyou

cantrustwithyourfamilyit'shim,he'sgentle,

themanlovescookingforGodsakesandhe's

beenintwoseriousrelationshipsbeforesohe's

notaplayer.



Ichucklebecauseit'slikehe'ssellinghimtome

andIamtryingtofindfaultwithhim.

Me:Let'seatbeforeIlosemyappetite.

Him:Acesortedthatthing.

Me:Soquickly!

Him:It'sAce!Everythingwillplayoutthis

weekend.

Me:ShouldIevenask?

Him:Nothingmajor,atwoyearsentencefor

drugtrafficking.



Me:Woah!Isn'tthattoohectic.

Him:YousaidyouwantedLebotopaysohe's

payinganditcan'tbereversedsolivewithit.

Me:YahIguesshedeservesitbutjailtime,

mmhthat'sharsh!

“HiSfiso!”

Ilookupandit'sPuleng.

Me:Ohhi!LuthisisPuleng.

Him:HiPuleng!



HegivesmethelookthatsaysIshouldgofor

herbutI'velearntthehardway.Iamstaying

awayfromwomenaltogether.

Her:IjustsawyouandthoughtIshouldsayhi.

It'sbeensolong.

Me:Yahit'sbeenhow'sJason?

ShegoesonandonandIamreallynotinthe

mood,soIkeepsmilingandnoddinguntilshe

excusesherself.

Him:Thatwomanwantsyou.

Me:ToobadIamtaken.



Hisphoneringsbeforeheresponds.Icansee

hisfaceturnpaleandassoonashe

disconnectshestandsupandencouragesme

tofollowhimoutsidethemall.

Me:Dudeyou'refreakingmeoutwhat'swrong?

Him:Lynn'swaterbrokeandshe'sjustbeen

admittedatStLuciahospital.

Me:Shit!Isn'tittooearly?

Him:Idon'tknowcomeI'lldrive.

Me:No!I'llfollowyou,can'tleavemycarbehind.



Him:Areyousure?

Me:YahcomemanIamabouttobeafather.

WeshoulderhugandIruntomycar.Ijusthave

thisindescribablejoyinmyheart.Iamhavinga

babywiththeonewomanIwanttohavekids

with,awomanwhogivesmebeautifulbabies

andlovesthem.Iparkoutsidethehospitaland

runstraighttomaternityandguesswho'sthere.

Me:Heita.

Him:She'sbeenscreamingforyouIthinkyou

shouldgoin.

Me:Thanksforbringingherhereintime.



Him:Ididn'tdoitforyou.

Heturnsawayandleavesmehanging.Nkosi

hasanegothesizeoftheplanet,uyazitshela!I

don'tcarewhatLusayshestilllookslikeaZulu

fuckboyandIdon'ttrusthim.Ifollowthe

nursesgoingintoherward.

Her:Ohtakeyourtimewon'tyou!Leavingmeto

fucken…Aaah!!!Whoowhoo!IthurtsSfiso!

Aaaahhhh!!!

Me:Iamherebaby!EverythingwillbeokayIam

herenow.You'restrongandyoucandothis.

“We'reallpreppednow,DrLephotoIneedyou

torestyourlegsfirmlyontheselegpadsand

openupforme"saysthematron.



Her:Ican'twaitanylongerIneedtopush.

“No!Ifyoupushwithoutmyconsentyou'llhurt

thebaby,theneckmightgetstuckatthe

cervicalopeningandchokethebaby,soyou

pushonmycount”

Me:You'vegottolistentothenursemylove.

Shenodsandsoontheyworkoutasystem,she

takesalongbreathinandoutfivetimesand

pushesfivetimesandagainandagain,untilwe

hearatinyscreamfilltheroom.Icutthe

umbilicalcordandholdinghiminmyarmsis

thebestfeelingever.Helookssopinkandtiny.

ThenursestakehimfrommetocleanhimandI

amaskedtogowaitinherroom.Partof



hospitalpolicyisthatallessentialstaffusethe

VIPwingandthat'swhereshe'sbeenstationed.

ThenursewheelsthebabyinandLynn

afterwards.

Her:Hehasyournoseandhead.

Me:HelookswaylighterthanSiyadid.

Her:He'syours!

Me:IknowIwasjust…

Her:It'sokayIgetit.IamsorryaboutMiranda.

Me:Thankyoubutthat'sinthepast.RightnowI

wouldlovetogivemyundividedattentiontomy



kids.Iamreallysorrythatyou'vehadtodothis

alone,I'vebeensoconsumedinmyownpain

thatI'veneglectedtheoneIleftyouwithbutit's

allgoingtochange.I'lldobetterandIwillhelp

youmore.

Her:YouknowallI'veeverwantedwasforyou

torealisethatyouwerewrong,foryoutoman

upandtakeresponsibilityforyouractions.Just

becauseyouandIdidn'tworkoutitdoesn't

meanthatthesekidsshouldsuffer.They're

yoursandtheyneedtheirfathertolove,guide

andprotectthem.

Mhh!Thewordsstinglikehell,IfeellikeI've

beenstabbedintheheart.“YouandIdidn't

workout"that'sbasicallytellingmethatshe's

movedonandwe'reseriouslyover.Iguessthis

timeI'vepushedhertoapointofnoreturn



becausenoteventhisbabyisreconciling.

Me:AgainIapologiseLynn,I'vebeenfoolishbut

nomore.I'vetakentimetorestructuremy

prioritiesanditstartswithmychildren.

ShegivesmeafaintsmileandatthatmomentI

fallevendeeplyinlovewithher.Awomanthat

cansmileafteryou'vetornherapartanda

womanthatcansmileaftergoingthrough

tremendouspaintogiveyouanheir.

Me:Sowhatarewenaminghim?

Her:Nkanyezi.

Me:Why?



Her:Youdon'tlikeit?

Me:It'sbeautiful,Iloveit!Iamjustcuriousto

knowwhythatparticularname.

Her:EversinceIknewIwascarryinghim,

everythingbecamebrightandclear.Iknew

whatkindoflifeIwantedformyselfandkids,I

foundapurposeagain.Iamhappyagainaftera

longtime.

IwishIhadn'taskedbecausenowIfeel

horriblethatIwasn'ttheretoexperienceallof

thatwithher.Iwasn'ttheretomeether

cravings,tocatertoherfluctuatingmoodsand

betherewhenthebabystartedkicking.



Me:NkanyeziLephotoitworks.

Thenursecomesintohelpherfeedhim,he

holdsonthenippleimmediatelyandstarts

sucking,LynnflinchesandIholdherhandto

encouragehertobestrongandshedoesn’t

removeit.

“ThisisgoingtobeonestrongboyItellyou”

saysthenurse.

ShecontinuesbreastfeedingandIkeeptaking

picturesofthem.

“HopeIamnotintruding”

Her:Never!Comein.



Nkosicomesincarryingabigbluefluffyteddy

bear,abouquetofflowersandatakeaway

plastic.Hestandsontheothersideofherbed

acrossme.

Him:Ibroughtfood,didn'tknowwhatyouwere

cravingsoIcamewitheverythingthatyoulike.

Her:WhatwouldIdowithoutyou?

Yho!It'slikeIamnotevenintheroom.They're

intheirownlittlebubbleandit'sthefinalnailto

coffin.

Me:Uhhm…Pleaseexcuseme.



Her:Thanksforcoming!

Me:Anytime,Iwilltocallthefamilyandlet

themknow.

Him:Alreadydidthat,gotthenumbersfromLu,

they'reonthewayandSiyaaswellIasked

Pulengtodrophimhere.

Me:Thanksalotman.

Henods,Ikissmybabyandexcusemyself.The

doorisslightlyopensoIpeekinsideandthey

looksohappytogether,especiallyLynn.She's

lookingatNkositalkingwithNkanyeziandshe

lookscontentandharmonious.Ismileto

myselfbecauseit'sbeenalongtimesinceI've

seenherlikethis.



LookingatherIrealisethat‘there'snome

withoutyou’doesn'tmeansheneedstobe

physicallyheretohelpmebreathe.She'sa

residentinmyheartandthat'senoughtomake

melive.Theloveweshareisunsurpassedand

won'tfadeaway.AllIneedtodoistotrustthat

Godwillbringusbacktogetheragaininthisthis

lifetimeorthenextone.

Season2hasended

Season2

Chapter15

Oneyearlater…



Nkosinathi

IclockoutfrommyeighteenhourshiftandIam

shittired,it'sdaysliketodaythatmakemefeel

likequitting.Thefatigueisnotquiteworthit

andthemoney,let'snotevengothere.Icall

Jacques,themanageratmyrestaurantandtell

himthatIamnotcomingbytonight.It’sbeena

longday,Ihadtwopatientsthatdiedtodayon

mywatch.That'stheworstthingtoever

witnessespeciallythepartwhereyouhaveto

tellthefamilymembersthattheirchildisgone

andthey'reneverreturning.

It'salready9:45pmwhenIparkmycarinthe

garageandIjustmisslivingwithmyparents.

Astheyoungestoffoursiblings,Ireceivedthe

besttreatment.Momwouldwelcomemewitha



hotcupofhotchocolatewithroasted

marshmallows,awarmhomecookedmealand

acleanbedroomwithfreshsheetsandtowels.

It'ssosadhowwealwayscan’twaittogrowup

untilweactuallydoandrealiseit'satrick.

Ithrowmyselfonthecouchandremovethe

stethoscopearoundmyneckandthrowiton

thetable.

“Iamprobablytheonlymillionaireintheworld

thatworksthishard"Ithinktomyself.

Honestly,Ihavebeentryingtoconvincemyself

toletgoandfocusonmyrestaurantsbutits

noteasy.ItfeelslikeIamnowaddictedtothe

immensepressuresituationsIfindmyselfin.I

wasbornwithasilverspoonbutIstillchoseto

pursuemedicinemostlybecauseIloveitand



partlybecausethemoneyIstandtoinheritis

notclean.

MyphonevibratesandIlazilysearchforitinmy

pockets.It'savideocallfromtheloveofmy

life.

Her:Aah!nanayoulookhorrible.

Me:Thankyoupunkiethat'sexactlywhatI

neededtohear.

Her:Stopsulkingyou'retheonewhochoseto

dothis.

Me:It'snotmeit's…



Her:It'sacalling!SoI'veheard.

Shesayswithasmile.Thatsmileladiesand

gentlemenisthereasonwhyIwakeup

everyday.Mywholeexistenceisbuiltaround

seeingthat,itaddsafewheartbeatstomy

agingheart.Itdoesthethingsthatmakethe

heartsurrenderall.

Me:Imissyousomuchbaby.

Her:Iknowwealsomissyou.

Me:Howaremyboys?

Her:Theysleptreallylatewaitingforyourcall.



Me:IamsorryIwasintheERfor18hours

straightafterthatIjustcamehomeinfactI've

justarrivednow.

Her:It'sokayIknowyoucould'vecalledifyou

could.

Me:Diddaddyoneatleastcall?

Her:Hedidmorethanthathewasheretotuck

themin.

Me:Thereinyourhousewithyouaround?

Her:Don'tdothat!Hewashereforthekidsand

that'sit.



Ifeelmybodytenseupandtemperatureslightly

rise.LynnandIdecidedtogiveusachancefour

monthsago.We'vebeenspendingsomuch

timetogetherIguessitwasboundtohappen

butwhenshekissedmeandtoldmesheloved

meitwasthebestdayofmylife.Thingshave

beengreateversincebutmyinsecuritiesor

shouldIsayfearhasheightened.Iamalways

waitingforhertogobacktohimeventhough

sheconsistentlyassuresmethey'regenuinely

over.

Me:IloveyousomuchLynn.

Her:AndIloveyou…

Me:Justthethoughtoflosingyouitmakesme

feel..



Her:You'llneverloseme.Youmakemehappy

nanaandIdon'tplanonlettinggoofmy

happiness.

Me:Smartass.

Her:That'swhyyoucouldn'tstayaway,sodon't

hate.

Me:Stillcomingoverthisweekend.

Her:Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld.

Me:ThethingsIamgoingtodotoyou.



Shebitesherlipsandmyerectionkeeps

growing.

Her:Nkosi…Nkanyeziissleepingnexttome.

Me:IamseriouspunkieIamplanningtobe

buriedsodeepintoyouthatwewillfeellikeone

flesh.Fuck!JustthinkingaboutthethingsIwill

bedoingtoyougetsmehard.

Ibrieflyclosemyeyesandtakeahugebreathin

andout.Ihavebeenwaitingforthisweekend

eversincethedayImetLynn.She'sbeen

tauntingmewithhersexyappealandeverydayI

wouldhavetomasturbatebutnotanymore,I

amfinallygettingthecookie.

Her:IswearifyoukeepdoingthatIambailing



out!

Me:No!no!Punkieyouwouldn'tdare.

Her:No!likeseriouslyIfeelthatyou'regoingto

devourmeandleavemeparalysed.

Me:Isthatabadthing?

Ilaughasherexpressionchanges.Herfaceis

thekindthatcarriesthetruth,it'snothardtotell

whenshe'ssad,hurt,happy,shyorangry.She

wearsheremotionsonhersleeves.

Her:Youneedtostopthinkingaboutthisand

rest,youhavetoreportat4am.



Me:SometimesIforgetthatyou'remyemployer.

Her:WellIwillalwaysbeheretoremindyou.

Me:Notinmyhouseyouwon't,youleavethe

bossatworkandinthisrelationshipyoudon't

calltheshots.

Her:Yebobaba!

Me:IamseriousLynn!

Her:IknowZulumanandIloveyoujustlikeyou

aremyking.

Idon'tifsheknowshowmuchhercallingme

herkingmeltsmyheart.It'snotjustwordsfor



mebutit'sconfirmationofherrespecttowards

meeventhoughshe'sfiveyearsolderthanme.

Me:Iloveyoumyqueen.Iwillcomefetchyou

aftermyshiftonFriday.

Her:Ireallycan'twaittospendthenightwith

youandforyoutodothingstome.

She'ssuckingonhertwofingers.

Me:SleepyousillygirlbeforeIdrivedownthere

andtakeyou.

Shegiggles,thenblowsmeakissandhangsup.

Well,myspiritsareupliftedasIpickmyselfup

andgotobed.Onemoredayandit'sFriday,



can'twaittosleepnexttomybaby.

Sfiso

Me:Didyouknowthatsexcanextendyourlife

expectancyforuptofiveyears?

Her:Isthatthereasonwhyyou'velockedmeup

inthisapartmentforthepasttwodaysbecause

youwantmetolivelongerDrLephoto.

Me:Iwouldn'twantyoutodienotwhenmy

hearthasgrownsofondofyou.

Sheshakesherheadandsmiles.

Her:Suchacharmer.



Shemovesfromaboveandhelpsremovethe

condomwrapandthrowsitbesidethebed.

Me:Comehere.

Iliefaceupandsherestsherheadonmychest.

We'vebeendoingthisforthreemonthsnow.It

allstartedwhenIwenttofetchSiyabongaat

herplace,hewasn'tbackyetfromhistripsoI

hadtowait.Sheofferedmecoffeeandone

thingleadtoanother,aweeklatershewas

spendingweekendsatmyapartment.After

NkanyeziwasbornItriedtomendthings

betweenLynnandIbutshewastoofragile,too

scaredtotryagain,wehadthetalkandshe

askedthatIstoptryingandIdid.Ihaven'tgiven

uponherbutIamallowingherroomtomake

decisionsforherself,tobehappyandlivefor



herself.Theapartmentwasn'tbigenoughfor

herandtheboyssoweswitched.She'snow

permanentlyresidinginouroldplaceandI

leasedheroldapartment.

Her:JasoniscomingbacktonightsoIcan't

sleephere.

Me:That'sabummer!HowamIsupposeto

stayawayfromthis.

Ishovemyfingerinsideherandsheopens

widerforme.SexwithPulengiswaydifferent

thansexwithLynn.WithLynnIwasalwaysso

carefulnottohurther,tooemotionallyattached,

scaredtotrymydarkfantasisesonherbutwith

Pulengit'slimitless.Ididn'tevenknowthatI

coulddothethingsthatIhavebeendoingwith

thiswoman,outofthisworldItellyou.



Myphonedisturbsourveryhotsession.

Her:No!No!No!Don'tanswerthat!

Me:AahShit!

Shekeepsmovingherbuttbackandforthand

it'ssohardtothinkstraightwhenshe'sdoing

this.Ienjoytherideuntilthephonestarts

ringingagain,ItakeapeekandLynn'sname

flashesonthescreen.Idon'teventhinktwice,I

pulloutandpushheraside.IanswerasIwalk

tothebalcony.She'svideocallingmelike

always,Iswearitfeelslikeshe'sspyingonme.

Me:Mybeautifulbabymama.



Her:You'restickingwiththenamevele.

Me:It'seitherthatorbaby.

Her:Don'tstartwithme.Areyoufromgym?

Me:Whatmakesyousaythat?

Her:You'resweating!

Me:Oh!Iwasjogging.

Shegivesmeasuspiciouslookbutquickly

dismissesthethoughtofaskingfurther

questions.



Her:Areyoustillcomingtotaketheboysthis

weekend?

Me:YeswillbethereSaturdaymorning.

Her:NoSfisoweagreedonFridayafternoon.

Me:Don'tbitemyheadoff!IwillcomeFriday

didn'tthinkitwasmuchofabigdeal.Doyou

haveplanswithhim?

Her:Yes!

Me:Sohedoesn'twanttohangaroundmykids

anymore?

Her:It'snotlikethatandwe'renotdiscussing



myrelationship.WenajustbehereonFriday.

Haveaniceday!

ShedropsthecallandIcannevergetusedto

thisfierceLindiwe,whostandshergroundand

doesn’ttoleratemybullshit.Ismiletomyself

becauseit'sreallyattractivetoseeherstandup

forherselflikethatremindsmeofwhenwe

werestillyoungandinlove.

IwalkbackintheroomtofindPulengpacking.

She'smadeupthebedandshe'sinherjeans

andmyT-shirt.

Me:Woah!What'shappeninghere?Whereare

yougoing?

Her:IamleavingSfiso!Idon'tevenknowwhyI



amhere.Youhavenoroomformeinyourlife

letaloneyourheart.It'sheryouwantandI

knowthat'swhatIsignedupforbutIcan'tdoit

anymore.

It'sreallysadtowatch.Iambreakinganother

person'sheartinthequestofmendingmyown.

I'vealwaysbeencleartoPulengaboutmy

intentions,Itoldherfromthebeginningthat

Lynnwillalwayscomefirstinmylifeandshe

agreedbutIguesstheamountoftimewe've

beenspendingtogetherhasconvincedher

otherwise.

Me:Pulengdon'tdothis.YouknowIcareabout

you.

Her:Butyoucan'tloveme,IknowbutIdon't

thinkIcanhandleitanymore.



Istepclosertoherandshesignalswithher

handthatIshouldstayaway.

Her:Iambuyingintothisdreamyou'reselling

me.Ifantasiseaboutusraisingourboys

together,youlovingmefullybutIknowthatit

willneverhappenaslongasshe'sthere.

Hervoiceisbreakingandshecan'tlookmein

theeyes.

Me:Comehere.

Iengulfherinmyarmsandshefitsrightin.I

alsohavetoadmitthatwhatwehaveismore

thansex.She'sspecialtome,she'sloving,

caring,funny,domesticandverygoodwithSiya.



Ifeelsomethingmorethanthephysicalbutmy

heartisoccupied.

Me:Youmeanmoretomethanyoucan

imaginebutIneedyoutobepatientwithme.I'll

getthereIpromisebutIjustneedtime.

Her:IamfallinginlovewithyouSfiso.It'sso

badandIdon'tthinkIwanttoholdback

anymore.

Me:Iknowandyoushouldtrustme.Iwon'thurt

youPuleng,notintentionally.Icareaboutyou

andIhatetoseeyouthishurt.

Ikissherthroughhertearsandholdherinmy

armsuntilshestopscrying,wespendagood

fewminutesjuststandinglikethatinsilence.



Pulengisagoodwoman,shewasinanabusive

marriageuntilshedecidedthatshecouldn't

takeitanymore.She'sverystrongwilledbut

emotionallyweakandthat'swhyIalwayshave

tobegentlewithher.

Me:Letmefeedyoumonkeybear!

Her:Youknowthatnameisnotromanticakere.

Me:Youknowyouloveit!Cometakearide.

Islightlybentdownandsheridesonmyback.

WecommencetothekitchenandIwatchher

makesomepancakes.Icouldreallygetused

thisifonlymyheartwouldletme.



Lindiwe

Nkanyeziissuchajoyfulchild,he'sneversick

andgetsalongwitheveryone.Siyabongaisso

fondofhimandtooprotectiveofhisbrother.

WemovedtotheoldhouseweeksafterStar

wasborn,itwasthesensiblethingtodo

becauseofthespaceandit'smorehomely.

Seeinghimwalkforthefirsttimewasamazing

andhe'sneverstoppedsince,hedoesn'teven

allowmetoholdhimlongerthanfiveminutes.

He'sanothercarboncopyofhisfather,

stubbornandhandsome.

Me:Doyouhaveeverything?

Sfiso:Willyoupleasechill,I'vedonethisbefore.



Sfisosurprisedme,hesteppedupandhasbeen

tryingveryhardtobuildarelationshipwithhis

sons.Weco-parentandit'sworkingout,we

occasionallytakeouttheboystogethersothat

theycanseethatwe'restillafamily.Hethought

thatushavingNkanyeziwouldmeanthatwe

standachancebutIcouldn'tforgivehimno

matterhowmuchItriedsoIdismissedthe

possibility.

Me:Ihaveneverbeenawayfromthemforso

long,Iamfreakingout,IthinkIshouldjust

cancel.

Sfiso:You'renotcancellinganythingit'sonly

twonightsandbesidesPulengwillbethere.

Hefreezesaftersayingthosewordsandan

awkwardsilencefillstheroom.



Me:SoPulenghuh?

Sfiso:IamsorryIdidn'twantyoutofindoutlike

this.

Me:Iwaswonderingwhenyouweregoingto

tellme.

Sfiso:Soyouknew?

Me:IhaveheronWhatsApp,sheupdatesher

statusalot.

Him:Shelovestakingpictures.



Me:She'sagoodwomanandveryfondofSiya

soItrusther.

Him:We'renotthereyet.

Me:Don'tcloseyourheartfromloveSfisojust

becausewecouldn'tworkoutdoesn'tmean

truelovedoesn'texist.

Heclosesthegapbetweenusandbrushesmy

hairwithhisfingers.

Him:We'rereallyoverhuh?

Me:Someotherpeoplearejustnotmeanttobe

althoughtheystillloveeachother.



Him:Doesthatmeanyoustillloveme?

Me:YouknowI'llalwaysloveyou.

Him:I'llalwaysloveyoutoo,Iguessthat'swhyI

can'tmoveonbecauseit'syoumyheartwants.

Idon'thaveacomebacksoIkeepquiet.We

holdastareforthelongesttimeandmySfisois

stillintherebutIamtiredoffightingandthat's

themostvividmemoryofwhatourlove

amountedto.

Siya:Dadwe'reready!

HecomesinholdingNkanyezi,Itakehimand

weheadoutside.Myheartisheavyforsome



reasonIdon'tfeelreadytoletgo.

Me:Takecareofmybabies.

Hepullsmeintohisarmswithonehandand

kissesmyforehead.

Him:You'reanincrediblemotherandyou

deservethisweekendoffsopleasestop

stressingandenjoyyourselfandbesafe.

Ismilebackathimandwatchhimstrapthemin

thecarandtheyleave.Istandatthegatewitha

brokenheartuntilmyphonevibratesandit'sa

messagefrommyking.

**Hopeyou'rereadyfortonight!I'llbetherein



20minutes.**

Ijumpupinjoyandrunintothehousetofinish

packing.IamnotsurewhattopackbutIknow

wewillbemostlyindoorssoIgoforcomfort

clothesandplentyoflingerie.Nkosinathihas

beensopatientwithmeandIhaven'thadsome

dickinmorethanayear.Haa!IamsureIam

virginnowsoIcan'twaitforthisweekend.

Hecallsmeafterwaitingforhimforanhourbut

Iknowit'sFridayandtrafficisbad.

Him:PunkieIamoutside.

Me:You'renotcomingin?



Him:No!ItwilltaketoolongandIwanttoget

youhome.

Me:InthatcaseIamonmyway.

IquicklysetthealarmandmakesureIlockand

closeallwindowsandthedoor.Ismilelikea

retardwhenIcomeintofullviewofwhatGod

hasblessedmewith.He'sleaningagainsthis

Mercedes-BenzAMGandstillinhismaroon

scrubs.Nkosinathiisonanotherlevelfam,he's

beyondhandsome,attractiveandstrong.Irun

intohisarmsandIfitrightin.Heturnsme

aroundandwekiss.Thekissisunliketheones

we'vehadbeforeit's,hungryandrushed.He's

pressingmeagainstthecarandholdingmy

bumsofirmly,myhandsarealloverhimandI

canfeelhisgrowingbulge.We'vebeenkissing

alotinthisrelationshipbutthat'sjustit,he



wouldn'tallowustogofurther“notinSfiso's

house”healwayssaid.

Him:Comelet'sgetoutofhere,Ineedyou

naked.

Hewhispersinmyearandspanksmybutt.I

canfeelchillsdownmyspinebecauseofthe

wayhesaysit.Hisvoiceiscompelling,deepbut

nothard.HeopensthedoorformeandIgetin

andhegoesofftohisside.Helooksatmeone

moretimebeforewedriveoff,hiseyesdon't

lookliketheonesI'vecometoknow,theylook

dangerous,hungryandfulloflust.Ilookbackat

myhouse,maybethiswasabadidea.

Him:You'renotgettingoutofthisonePunkie

you'reallminethisweekend.



Hepatsmythighandtakesmyhandintohisas

heturnsthevolumeupandit'sBarryWhite's:

PracticewhatyoupreachandIknowIam

fucked,literally.

Girlsthere'ssomethingwrongwithme

EverytimeI'malonewithyou

Youkeeptalkingaboutyoulovingme

Heybabe,yourforeplayjustblowsmymind

Sowhydon'twestopallthetalkinggirl

Whydon'twestopwastingtime?

'Causeyoukeeptellingmethisandtellingme

that

YousayonceI'mwithyou,I'llnevergoback

Yousaythere'salessonthatyouwanttoteach



WellhereIambaby,practicewhatyoupreach

Girlit'sjustyouandme,somanythings

IcoulddotoyouandsomanywaysIcan

please

Hey,hey,heyit'syourmovegirl

Whydon'tyoustartturningdownthelights

Andshowmewhatyoucando?

'Causeyoukeeptellingmethisandtellingme

that

YousayonceI'mwithyou,I'llnevergoback

Yousaythere'salessonthatyouwanttoteach

WellhereIambaby,practicewhatyoupreach

Notyetback
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Chapter16

Lindiwe

We'vebeendrivingforalittleover30minutes

whenwepulluptothishugegate.Nkosi

pressesabuttonfromhiskeyholderandthe

gatesopens,wedriveinandIimmediatelyspot

securityguards.Wow!Ican'tbelievethisismy

firsttimehere.AtthismomentIfeellikeIdon't

knowhimatall.Ilookathimandhedoesn't

evenlookbothered,who'sthisguy?Theyardis

likeaminiforestbutyetpeacefulandinviting.

Heholdsmyhandashehelpsmestepoutof



thecarandweusethedoorjoiningthehouse

andthegarage.

Him:Welcomehomebaby.

Me:Wow!Likeisthisyourhouseforreal?

Him:NoIamrentingit!

Youcan'tmissthesarcasminhisvoice.

Me:IamseriousNkosithishouseisamazing

andeverythinglookssoexpensive.

Thehouseismagnificent,glasseverywhere,

blackandwhitedécorfromcouchestothe

kitchenunittothefuckentoaster!Itlookslike



thosehousesweseeonTopBilling.

Him:Stopwanderingaround,comeIbought

foodonmywaytoyourhouse.

Me:Sowe'renotgoingtotalkaboutthehouse

andthefivecarsparkedinyourgarageandthe

motorcycleandtheguardsatthegateandthe

hugeyardwedroveinto.

Him:PunkieItoldyouIwasrich.

Me:IthoughtyouwerejokingbutclearlyIwas

wrong.

Ireallythoughthewasjoking.Hewouldalways

saythatIshouldtellhimwhenIneedanewcar



orifIwantedtogotoavacationandhewould

payforitorwecouldflyonhisjetbutIhonestly

thoughthewasjusttryingtoscoresomepoints.

Me:Myboyfriendisamillionaire?

Him:Iprefermanbutyes.Goshyourfaceis

priceless,comelet'seat.

Heputshisarmovermyshoulderandleadsus

tothechairsinthediningroom,heplatesup

andservesme.Iamnoteventhathungrybuthe

keepsencouragingmetoeatwithhiseyes.

MaybeIhaven'tbeeninthegameforlongbutI

thoughtlikewewouldbeallovertheplace

havingsexandtearingthehousedownbut

nothing.



Him:Whatareyouthinkingof?

Me:Nothing.

Him:You'reabadliar,spillitout!

Me:It'sembarrassing.

Ilookdownandplaywithmyfood.Hepullsmy

chairandwe'refacetofacewithmylegs

betweenhis.Heliftsmyfacewithhisindex

finger,andIamsuddenlyshy.

Him:Tellmewhat'sonyourmind.

It'sfunnyhowIamalwayssocarefreearound

Nkosibutatthismomenthefeelslikea



differentperson,hisdemeanour,hiseyes,I

can'tevenrecognisehisvoice,it'scaptivating.

Me:Whenarewefucking?Ithoughtthat'swhy

we'rehere.

HesmirksandIcan'tbelieveIjustblurtedthat

outlikethatbutdoyoublameme?

Him:Youneedtoeatfirstyou'regoingtoneed

theenergy.

Me:IamfullNkosi!

Him:Okaythengoupstairsandtakeashower,

thesecondroomonyourleftIwillcleanthisup

andjoinyou.



Me:Areyouokay?Arewegood?

ThereasonIaskisbecausehehasn'tbeen

affectionatesincewegothere,definitelynot

thewayI'vegottenaccustomedto.

Me:YouseemcoldIthoughtyouwantedme

here.

Him:(Takesmeinhisarms)IamsorryIam

comingoffasbeingcold,Iamjustsexually

frustratedandIamtryingtocalmmyselfdown

beforeIhurtyou.

Me:ButIdon'twantyoucalm.



ItracemyhandunderhisT-shirttracingonhis

muscularabsandperfectlycarvedtorso.He

hissesandquicklyremovesmyhand.

Him:Gogetcleanedup,I'lljoinyousoon.

HekissesmyforeheadandIwalkupstairs

clearlydispapointed,Ilookbackandhe'sstill

therewatchingme.

Me:HurryupIamhorny.

Hesmilesandwalksawaywiththedishesinhis

hands.Thishouseisn'thugebuttheartistic

wayinwhicheverythingisplacedisincredible.I

followtheinstructionsandfindtheroom.Iam

startingtothinkthatNkosimighthaveOCDthis

placeisspotless,everythingisalsowhitebut



withahintofnavy.Itakethegownlaidonthe

bedandchangeoutofmyclothes.Istepinthe

showerandtheonlyexquisitebathroomI've

seenmatchingtothisoneisatFourSeasons

Hotel.Theshowerhasamotiondetectorandit

tookmesolongtryingtolocatethetap,ithasa

temperaturemonitorthatyoucanadjustandI

knowitcostsafortune.WhenIamdoneIwrap

atowelonmyheadandstepbackintothe

room.

Myphoneisringingandit'savideocallfrom

Sfiso.Iamnotcomfortablewithhimseeingme

likethissoIdeclinethecallandcallhimback.

Him:Isheintheroom?Isthatwhyyou're

decliningthevideocalltosaveface?

IsighbecauseIreallyhavenotimeforhis



tantrumssoichangethetopic.

Me:Howaremybabies?

Him:They'regood,Nkanyezimissesyouthough.

Me:He'llbeokayjustlethimwatchhis

cartoonsandfeedhimamasiandhe'llsleep

untiltomorrow.

Him:Okay

There'ssilenceandallIcanhearishim

breathinghardontheotherside.

Him:IknowIamgoingtosoundselfishbut

pleasedon'tdoitLynnplease!



Me:Sfiso…

Him:Thethoughtofhimtouchingyouand

beinginsideofyouit'stoomuchtotakeplease

don'tdoit.Thinkaboutourkids.Thinkaboutus

Lynnandwhatwehad,IfyoudothisIdon'tsee

acomeback.IloveyousomuchIdon'tthinkI

cansharepleasedon'tdoit.

Me:GoodnightSfisopleasegreetPulengfor

me.

IhangupandI'veneverfeltsoconflictedinmy

life.WhatifIamnotmakingtherightchoice?

There'sthisothersideofNkosiIamaboutto

exploreandwhatifIdon'tlikeit.AmIeven

readytoallowanothermanin?It'salwaysbeen



Sfiso,always!AndnowImightlosehimforever

ifIdothis.Iknowhewillneverforgivethis.

WhatamIevensaying?It'snotlikeIstillwant

himbacknotaftereverythingheputme

throughordoI?Thisisallfrustrating.

Ifeelalargesetofarmsaroundmywaistand

thatsnapsmeoutofmythoughts,hesmells

freshandIassumehe'salsoshowered.

Him:What'sbuggingyoupunkie?

Ijustfeelemotionalandconfused.Tearswellin

myeyesandhemakesmelookathim.

Me:WhatamIdoinghereNkosi?Iamaway

frommykidsandforwhat?HowdoIknowthat

youwon'tchangeafterthis?HowdoIknowthat



whatwehaveisgenuineandthisloveyousay

youhaveformewon'tfade?HowdoIknowthat

thisnotafrontandyouchangeintoadifferent

guy?whatifthisistoogoodtobetrue?Iam

notsureanymore,IguessIjustrealisethat

we'vebeengoingtoofast.

Him:Truthisyoudon'tknow.Youdon'tknowifI

willchange,youdon'tknowifwe'regoingto

makeit,whetherIamgenuineornot,whether

we'removingtoofastorslowbutpunkieisn't

thatwhatloveisallabout?youfallwithout

knowingiftheotherpersonwillbethereto

catchyourheart.IamnotperfectLindiwebutI

amhereasrawasIcanbe.I'veopenedmyself

toyou,lookintomyeyesandsearchmysoul,

searchmyheartanddecidewhetheryouwant

totakethischancewithmeandallowmeto

loveyouentirely.You'retheonlyonewhocan

decidetogiveusachanceorletusdie.



IfeelthatthiswhatIreallyneededtohearfrom

him.It'sreallyhardtobelievethatmenlike

NkosiexistandIwouldhatetojudgehimbased

onthenotionthatmenaretrash.Ilovehimand

nowlookinginhistearyeyesIcanseethelove

hecarriesforme.

Me:Iloveyou.

Him:Doyoutrustme?

Me:Itrustyoucompletely.

Hedoesn'twastetimebutstartskissingme.

Thekississlowatfirstbutquicklycatches

momentum.Heremovesthegownandhe

hisseswhenmybarebodycomesintocontact



withhiseyes.

Him:Shityou'reperfectlycarvedmyqueen!

Hetraceshishandsovermybreastswithhis

eyesclosed.Igetchillstohowcoldhishands

areagainstmyskin.Hemakesmelieonthe

bedandkisseseverypartofmybody,leaving

marksonmyneck,mybreasts,naveland

makesthefinalstopatmypussy.Hekeeps

bitingontheclitoris,suckingonitandthenhis

twofingersgoin,slowlyandthenfaster,inand

outinandout.IswearIfeellikemyheartwill

stopattherateit'sbeatingat.Mylegsare

aroundhisshouldersandasmuchasthisis

heavenlyitisdrivingmeinsane,Ineedmore,

that'sallIamthinkingof.Asifhecanreadmy

mindhestopsandtakesoffhisboxers,the

giganticmachineispointinginmydirections.It



looksbiganddeliciousandreadytotearme

apart.

Him:Areyousureaboutthis?

Inodandhetakesoneofmylegsandholdit

againsthiswaistandtheotherisstillonhis

shoulder.Heentersmeswiftlyleavingme

holdingontothesheetsfordearlife.Hestops

forawhileandwipesawayatearthathasfallen

frommyeyes.IfeellikeI'vejustbeenripped

apart.

Him:Doyouneedmetostop?Doesithurt?

Yho!Howdoesthismanexpectmetorespond

whenhe'ssoburiedintome,Ishakemyhead.



Him:Iamgoingtostartmovingnowareyou

ready?

Inodagain,heiswaytoodeepIthinkhe's

blockedmyvoice.

Him:IknowIamgoingtogetcarriedawayso

pleasebiteme,scratchmeorsomethingwhen

itgetstoomuch,okay!

Inodrepeatedlyandhestartsmoving.Itoldyou

Iwasavirginagain,Iamsuresomethingis

tearinginsideme.Hestartsslowincircular

motionbutIcanseeinhisfacethathe's

holdingback.Idecidetotakeituponmyself

andstartpushingmybutthigherallowinghim

togodeeper.It'spainfulashellbutIdon'tknow

what'sgottenintome,Iwanttoexploreallof

him.Heslightlypushesmeback.



Him:God!Iamsoscaredofhurtingyou.

Me:PleaseletgoNkosiIwantallofyou.

Him:Ican't!

Helookslikehisbattlingwithhisemotionsand

Idon'tknowwhat'sthataboutbutIcanseemy

kinginhiseyesandIknowthathewouldn'thurt

me.

Nkosinathi

Ihavesexualdesirescontrasttomanypeople

andforaverylongtimeinmylifeI'vealways

takenthemoutonwomenwhomeannothingto

meandnowhere'sLynn.Itriedstallinghoping



thatIcancalmmydemonsdownsandIdidbut

nowbeingsodeepintoherissendingmeintoa

frenzy.IamstrugglingtocontainitandIam

terrifiedthatI'llhurther.

Her:Ineedofallofyoumyking.

Me:Ican't

Her:Lookatme.

Ilookatherwithsomuchemotionfilledinmy

eyes.IamscaredofwhatImightdotoherbut

mostlywhatshe'llthinkofmeafterthis.

Her:Youwon'thurtme,youloveme.



Iloveherandthosewordsgivemeapermitto

exploreherbodyandtosharewithhermysoul,

myheartandmyentirebeing.Ipullherlegsthat

theirateithersideofmywaistandthrustinto

herwithallmymight.Ikeepgoinginandoutat

alowerandthenfasterpace,it'sliberatingits

mindblowingandGod'sgreatestcreation.Ipull

herlegsuponmyshouldersallowingmefull

access,afewthrustsin,shetremblesandhits

anorgasm.Iamnotevenhalfwaytoreaching

minesoIturnheraroundandfingerfuckher

anus,it'spleasurable,IaskherifIshouldstop

butshesaysnothroughhertears.Hertears,

theyterrifymebecauseIdon'tknowifI'vegone

toofarorshe'ssimplyenjoyingit.Ipullherup

totheedgeofthebedandtakebothherlegson

myneck,Ihavethreefingersinhervaginaand

she'sscreamingatthetopofherlungsasI

keepmovingthem,Iramintoherandshelooks

asifshe'soutofbreathandsoIchangemy

pacewhilerubbingherclit,shetremblesagain



andsquirtsallovermychest.Iloveit!Iopen

mydrawersandtakeouthandcuffs.Hereyes

widen.

Me:Theywon'thurt.

ShenodsandIcuffherhandsbehindthechair

andadjustittomediumheightsothather

pussyisstaringrightatmydick.Islapita

coupleoftimesandit'ssowetit'scallingtobe

fucked.

Me:Don'tforgettobitemywristifitgetstoo

much.

Her:Yesdaddy!



ThosewordssendmeovertheedgeandIfuck

herlikethere'snotomorrow,wegoonforhours

withherchainedtothechair,thenthe

headboardandI'velostcountofhowmany

orgasmsshe'sreachedbutIamstillnotthere.

She'snowonherfoursholdingontothe

bedsidetableandIamhittingisfrombehind

withagulpofherhairinmyhandsandIam

veryclosetotheclimaxbutshebitesmywrist

hard.

Her:NkosiIcan'tanymorepleasestop.

IpanicwhenIrealisehowfarIhavegone.I

immediatelypulloutandcarryherbacktothe

bed.She'sweakandtrembling,Itrytalkingto

herbutshedoesn'trespondinsteadlooksthe

otherwayandpassesout.Ifeelhorrible,thisis

Lynn,IwentoverboardandImighthaveruined



everything.Isettlenexttoherwithshameand

guiltwashedoverme.WhathaveIdonetomy

queen?

•

•

•

Ihardlysleptawinklastnight.Myselfish

desiresmightcostmetheonlywomanI'veever

loved.Itakeoutmyfrustrationsinthekitchen

tryingmanyrecipesjustanythingtotakemy

mindoffthings.Italkedtomygrandmotherthis

morningandshe'stheonlyonewhoknows

aboutthisothersideofmeandshe'sbeenvery

helpfulwithhertraditionaldrinksthathelpease

theedge.She'smanagedtotryandcalmme

downbutdeepdownIamscaredthatthiswill

betoomuchandshe'llleaveme.

“Somethingsmellsnice"



Ilookupandshe'sleaningagainstthedoor

wearingshortPJsandweholdastarebutI

quicklylookdownbecauseIamashamedto

saytheleast.Shecomesaroundthekitchen

tableandholdsmefrombehind.Hertinyarms

wrappedaroundmedoesunexplainablethings

tome.Myheartfeelsswollenwithloveandjoy,

atleastthisisconfirmationthatshe'sstaying.

Her:Iloveyou.

Me:ButIhurtyouLynn,Iamsorry.

Youcan'tmisstheguiltinmyvoiceandthe

shame.Shemakesmelookatherandthe

damagefromyesterdayisclearlyvisiblefrom

herwrists,neckandthighs.Shefollowsmy



eyesandshecupsmyfaceandkissesme

briefly.

Her:Yesterdayungidlileshame,likeI'venever

beenbeforebutIenjoyedeverysecondofit.

Me:Youdid?

Her:Iamverysoreanditwasunexpectedand

certainlydifferentbutthinkingaboutitmakes

mewantyoumore,thewayyouhandledmy

body,thepoweryouexertedandthepleasure

youdelivered.Itwasamazing!

ShehasherhandsundermyTshirtanditfeels

great.Ipullherclosetomeandasmuchasshe

enjoyeditIwillneverallowmyselftogettothat

levelwithher.Iwanttoloveherrightandifit



meanssacrificingwhoIam,Iwillbecauseshe's

mylifenow.

Her:Iamfamished.

Me:Goodthingyourmanisachef.

WekissandIfinishupcookingandplatingand

therestoftheafternoonwejustwatchmovies,

series,eating,gettingtoknoweachothermore,

kissingandbondinginourownbubbleoflove.

Season2

Chapter17



Lindiwe

Ientanglemyselffromhisembracetakingone

morelookathimbeforeIgotothebathroom.

Helookssopeacefulandyetthedemonshe

battlesareplentybutIamgladhe'sworkingon

them.Ikisshisforeheadandsmiletomyself,I

amoneluckylady.Thisweekendreallyserved

it'spurpose,I'veneverfeltsoclosetoNkosi

before,I'velearntsomuchabouthimandthat

hasjustelevatedmyfeelingsforhim.

Ifinishmybusinessandfreshenupquickly,I

wonderifsexwithNkosiwillalwaysbethis

tensebecausemynanaisstillonfire,theother

holelet'snotevengothere.Ilovebeingoutof

mywigandnothavingmuchworryabouthow

hewouldreact,that'swhyIamgratefulforthe

friendshipwe'vebuiltbeforebecauseheknows



whoIam,thegood,thebadandtheugly.Igo

backtotheroomandhe'sstillsleeping,hesays

thathe'shasn'tsleptthismuchinyears.

Apparentlysleepingnexttomeeaseshis

insomniaandhelpskeephimsane.Canyou

believeheproposedyesterdaywithoutthering

buthebluntlyaskedmetomoveinandmarry

him,yes!Inthatorder.Thethoughtofbeing

someone'swifescarestheshitoutofme,going

throughthepain,puttinganotherperson's

needsbeforeyourownandthepainI'vecome

toassociatemarriagewithIdon'tthinkIwant

thatformyselfatleastnotnow.Obviouslyhe

didnottakethatwellbutheletgoonceIfully

openedmyhearttohim.

Imakemyselfafreshcupofcoffeeandenjoy

thebeautifulandsereneviewfromthebalcony.

Ihaveneverseenanythingsomajestic,you

swearit'soutsidethecity,thelawnismowed



perfectlyandeverythingisjustsogreen,amid

thiswinter.

Him:Thoughtyouranaway.

Me:Youcan'tgetridofmethateasily.

Hesmilesandwalkstowardsme,he'swearing

sweatpantswithnothingontoprevealinghis

perfectlyshapedandstrongtorso.Heturnsme

tohimandpressesmybodyagainsthis.

Me:Ilovetheview.

Him:Metoo

Hesayslookingintomyeyes,Ican'tholda



starewithoutfallingmoreinlovewithhim,

somethingabouthiseyesthatishypnoticoris

itthetruthorlovetheyhold.Iamstillfiguring

thatoneout.

Him:IjustspoketoAcetheyhaveabraaiat

theirplacetowelcomemybrotherback.

Me:MxolisiisbackfromLondon?

Him:No.He'sactuallymyunclebutwe'reso

closewetakehimasourbrother.He'sbeenin

prisonforthepast15yearsandhegotreleased

thisFriday.OurweekendisalmostoverandI've

beenlockingyouhereinsidesoIthought

maybewecouldgoandminglewithother

couplesandIcangettoshowoff.



Me:Ireallydon'twanttogoNkosi,thisweekend

isallaboutussoIdon'twanttohangaround

otherpeopleexceptyou.

Him:It'sbeenincrediblepunkiebutthismeans

alottomyfamilyandIdon'twanttodisappoint

sopleasemyqueen.

Me:Idon'tevenhavedecentclothesandIam

sureyourparentswillbethere.

Him:MyparentsareinMexicosoyoudon't

havetoworryaboutthat.

Me:Hai!Iamstillnotcomfortablewithgoing.

Ileavehimthere,honestlyIamnotinthemood



forcompanyIjustwanttoenjoythisbubble

awayfromdramaandjudgement.That'showI

wouldfeelbeingaroundthesamepeopleIused

tohangaroundasSfiso'swife.PlusIknow

Lynnwouldbethere,althoughwemadeupafter

Nkanyeziwasbornshemadeitclearthather

loyaltylieswithSfisoandIcouldn'tholdthat

againstherbutIalsoknewthatmeandherwill

neverbebestfriendsagain.

Him:PunkiepleaseIneedyouthere,tellme

whattodoandI'lldoit.

Me:Anything?

HesmilesprobablybecauseofthewayIsaid

theword.



Him:Youwantmetocrippleyou,ne?

Thetoneofhisvoicesendchillsdownmyspine

andliquidbetweenmythighs.Ican'tgetover

thewayhesexesme,it'soutofthisworld.He

closesthegapbetweenusandIlosemybreath

momentarilyashebitesthelobesofmyear.He

separatesmylegswithusinghisrunshishands

overmypantiesandIholdontohisshoulderas

hepushesthemasideandswiftlyentershis

fingersin.

Him:Soyou'recomingwithme?

Me:Yes!

Him:Goodletmeshowerthen.



HecompletelywithdrawsandIamleft

speechless.Iamdrippingandhewithdrew.I

closemyeyesandtryingtogetridofthe

sensationsescapingmyvaginabutthey'renot

goingaway.Hecarriesmeoutofnowhereand

dropsmeonthebed.

Me:ThankGoodnessIthoughtyouleftme

hanging!

Hesmirksandpullsmypyjamas,myheart

leapsinjoyandherewegoagain.

Sfiso

Me:IreallythinkI'llmissthisone.



Him:You'renotmissinganything.It'stimeyou

guysgotusedtobeingaroundeachotherwith

otherpeople.

Me:Soyou'resayingthatIshouldwatchmy

wifewithanothermanandbehappywiththat.

Him:Firstlyshe'syourex-wife,you'rePuleng's

boyfriendnowandsecondlyIamnotasking

youtocheerthemupbutjustbecivil.Comeon

bruh,it'sbeenayear.

Luyandathinksthisiseasy,he’sinvitingmetoa

familybraaiandLynnisgoingtobetherewith

thatass-whip.AsmuchasIknowthey're

togetherandI'vealsomovedonbutshe'sstill

mywifeandnothingwillchangethat.



Me:LetmetalktoPulengandI'llgetbackto

you.

Him:Yoursistercalledherfirst.Shesaidit's

coolaslongasyou'reokaywithit.

Me:Mxm!Youguysthinkyou'resmart,IguessI

willbeseeingyoulater.

Him:Andnodramaplease!

Me:Voetsek!

HelaughsandIhangup.Iguessitwas

inevitablethatwe'llbeforcedtospendtime

aroundeachotherconsideringwehavethe

samecircleoffriendsandfamily.



Her:Areyouokay?

Shewrapsherarmsonmyneckwhilestanding

andIamseatedontheedgeofthebed.

Me:Howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?

Her:Longenoughtofigureoutthatyou're

worriedaboutusbeingaroundher.

Me:It'snotlikethat,it’sjustthat(Itakeadeep

sigh)she’sfragileandthekids,Idon’tknow

howshe’sgoingtoreact.

Her:Iguessyou'llneverfindoutuntilitactually

happens.



Me:Whatarewehavingforbreakfast?

Sheloosatmeforthelongesttimewithout

actuallysayinganythingbutIcantellthatshe’s

alsouneasyaboutthisgathering,probably

thinkingthatshe'llloseme.

Me:IamfallinginlovewithyouPuleng.

Her:Don’tsaythingsyoudon’tmeanjustto

makemefeelbetter.

Me:Ithinkyouknowmebetterbynow,Ican’t

lie.

Her:IloveyousomuchandallIamaskingis



thatyoudon’thurtme.

Me:Iwon't.

Iflipheroverandlieaboveher,shegiggles,

PulenghasthemostsqueakiestlaughI'veever

heardthatcanawokeneventhedeadestof

hearts.IhavemywaywithherandasIam

abouttohitmyclimax;theboysknock.Iquickly

withdrawandpullthesheetsoverus.

Them:Surprise!

Theyscreamwithatrayoffoodintheirhands

andNkanyeziholdingawrappedpresent.

Me:Wowisthisallforme?



“Forbeingthebestdadintheworld"Jasonsays.

Me:Wereyouinonthis?

Iwhispertoherandshenods.

Her:Openyourpresent.

ItakeitfromNkanyeziwhoinsistsonopeningit

upwithme.It'saphotoofthefiveofusthatwe

tookatEmeraldonakeyholder,awatch

engravedbestdadintheworld.

Me:Iamsohappy,you'vemademyday.Ilove

youguyscomehere.



TheycometomybedandIamthankfulthat

we'rehalfdressed.IthinkPulengcansense

thatIamuncomfortablesosheordersthemto

gooutandfollowsthem.Ihaveagoodwoman

hereandifIhonestlydidnothavemyhearton

somebodyelseIwouldmarryher,she'sa

keeper.

•

•

•

WegettoAce'splaceandnomatterhowmany

timesI'vecomehereit'sstillthemostbeautiful

andhumongoushouseI'veeverseen.The

Dlamini'sareverywealthyandIhavenever

daredtoaskhowthey'reabletosustainsucha

life.We'remetbyAmandawho'sheavily

pregnantandAceissuchaluckybastardto

havefourkidsinsuccession.



Her:Hi!welcometoourhome.

Puleng:Yourhouseisamazinggirl.

Her:Thanksbabe.TellMrheretobuildyouone

plusIcanseeyouhaveafootballteamasbig

asmine.

Siya:Where'sJason?Iwanthimtomeetmy

Jason.

Her:They'reofftotheirgrandparentshousebut

willarrivelateron.

TheboysruntothebackandPulengtakes

Nkanyezi.Ileavethemtheretalkingabout

womenstuffandIjoinmyboys.Iamsohappy



torealisethatNkosinathihasn'tarrivedyetthen

itmeansIcanpreparemyselffortheirgrand

entrance.

Lindiwe

We’rewelcomedbyLerato'sscreamsevenwith

agemyfriendisstillateenageratheart.She

pushesNkosinathiasideandstealsmeaway.I

appealwithmyeyestoNkosiandLubutthey

bothshrugtheirshouldersasIambeing

whiskedawaytoanoutsideroom.

Her:Iwantyoutotellmeeverything!

Shesayscheerfullywithherhandsonherhips.



Me:WhatexactlyamItellingyou?

IactdumbeventhoughIknowwhatshe's

referringto.

Her:Youcan’thavetastedDlaminidickandstill

beabletowalkunless,no!Youdid,theglow

justifiesthedick.

Me:What?IsthatevenproperEnglish“theglow

justifiesthedick”,IthoughtI'vehearditall.

Ilaughathertryingtotakehermindoffthis

quiz.ThissotypicalofLee,she'ssoquickto

moveonfromanyquarrel,shealwaysstartson

anewslatenomatterhowbigyou'vefought

youcanalwayscountonhertoburythehatchet.



Her:Ithinkyouknowmewellenoughtoknow

thatIamnotlettingthisonego.

Me:Thedickwasniceandhuge!Areyouhappy

now?

Her:OhmyGod!Youdidit!

Shehasherhandoverhermouth.

Her:Sfisoissogoingtodie.Howmanytimes?

Me:OnceonFridayandI'vebeenswollenever

since!

Truethismorningenedewithmecummingall

overhismouthandthat'sall.



Her:Iamsurehe'sverygoodane?

Me:That'sit!Iamleaving.Comelet'sgobefore

wemakeotherpeoplefeelneglected.

Her:He'shere.

Me:Iknow

Her:Withher

Me:Iknow

Her:Andyou'renotbothered.



Me:We'redivorcedwhichmeansthathecan

dateanyonehewants.

Her:Trytosoundmoreconvincingtoother

peopleespeciallyNathi.

Truthfully,itdoeshurtabitknowingthatheis

herewithher,itmeansshe’sheretostay

becauseIknowhim,hewouldn'tjustbring

somechicktoafamilygatheringunlessit's

startingtobeserious.WhyamIevenhurting

overthis?

Me:Youshouldstopsteeringdramacomelet's

gohelpAmanda.

WegotothekitchenwithLeemakingremarks

aboutPuleng,Ithinkshe'stryingtoomuchto



proveherloyaltytome.Iamattackedbyhugs

fromthekids,andIholdonabitlongerto

Nkanyezi,it'sthenIrealisejusthowmuchI

missedhim.Thescenthitsmynostrilsandam

unabletolookupandfacehim.It'sonethingto

sayIdon'tmindsharingspacewithhimuntil

we'reinthesamespace.Ifinallygatherthe

strengthtolookupandoureyesmeet,I've

nevermeteyesfilledwithsomanyemotions,

they'resayingthingsthatmyheartissupposed

torejectbutcannot,theysayImissyou,they

sayyoumessedup,thesayIcouldfuckyou

now,theysayIcouldhurtyou,theysayIlove

youandIneedyou.Hebreaksthestare,walks

awayandIsuddenlyhaveimmenseguiltabout

thisweekend.MaybeIgaveuptoosoonor

maybeIdidn'ttryatall.Sigh!

Nkosi:PunkieIamtakingtheboyswith.



Me:Uhhm!Whereto?

Him:We'refetchingmybrotherandthereare

somethingsweneedfromthestore.

Me:Idon'tmindbutIdon’tknow,couldyou

maybeaskSfisoforpermission.

Him:Lindiwe!

Me:TheycamewithhimbabyIthinkit'sonly

fair.

Him:No!Iamnotaskinghimanything,

Siyabongawillgoaskforpermission.

He'sclearlyoffendedbythatbuthe'llcooloff.



HetakesNkanyezifrommewho'sverycheerful

becausehe'sveryfondofNathi.

Him:Don'tlethimnearyou.I'llbebacknow.

Me:Ifeellikeachild.

Him:IamseriousLynnI'llkillhimifhetouches

you.

Ikisshislipstocalmhimdown.

Me:Iamwithyounow..

Hetakesafewstepsaway,looksbackatme,

shakeshisheadandproceedstowalkaway

playingwiththeboys.



Amanda:He'scomingbacknow(shesays

pullingmyhand)comehelpcleanup,your

sisterinlawissolazy.

Me:She'sPuleng'ssisterinlaw.

Puleng:WhatdidIdonow?

Me:Hey,howareyou?

Her:HeyLynnhopeyoudon’tmindmehere.

Me:Ofcoursenotcomehere,it'sbeentoolong.

Weshareahug.



Amanda:Ohgoodatleastcivilisation.Iam

goingtogonapforawhileandyoutoocan

finishupinhere.

Me:Where'sLee?(shegivesmetheduhlook)

Luyanda!

Welaugh,AmandaissuchaqueenorshouldI

sayprincessofthishouse.Thereisn’tmuchleft

todojustthedishesandtakingthefoodoffthe

potsintothecasseroles.

Me:Sohowhaveyoubeen?

Her:Justtiredyouknow.



Me:Iguesseveryoneistiredlately.

Her:IamsorrywiththisSfisothingit'snot

somethingI'vebeenplanningevenwhenyou

guysweremarrieditjustsortofhappened.

Me:NoneedtoapologisebutIappreciateit.

Youlookhappyandthat'simportanttome

becauseeventhoughmeandhimareoverIstill

careabouthim.

Silencebefallsonus,theonlysoundsarefrom

thecutleryasIwash,rinseandshedries.

Her:CanIaskyousomethingpersonal?

Me:Shoot!



Her:Howdidyoucopeformorethanadecade?

It’sonlybeenthreemonthsandIamalready

fatigued.

Igiveheraconfusedlookandshepointsatthe

marksaroundmywrists,shealsorollsher

sleevesandunzipsherjacket.Myeyespopout.

Ican’tbelieveSfisoisintothesamefreakystuff

thatNkosiisinto.Shehasblackbitesonher

neck,marksaroundherwristsandsheoffersto

showmemorebutIdecline.

Me:Wow!

Iclapmyhands,Iwanttotellherthatduringour

twelveyearsofmarriageSfisohasneverever

practisedbondagewithmebutIdon’twanther



tothinklessofwhatwesharedsoIlie.

Her:So?

Me:Iguessyouenjoyitandifyoucan'ttakeit

askforsomethinglesstense.

Her:Yho!Andthedick,isheonsome

supplements?

Me:Toomuchinformation!IamsorryIamnot

comfortablewithdiscussingmyexesdickwith

hisnewgirlfriend.

Her:Iamsorry!justthataftermydivorceIlost

alotoffriendsandIhavenoonetosharethe

informationwith.



Me:IgetitbutIamjustnottherightperson.

WefallintoanawkwardsilenceuntilLeeshows

upanddragsmeoutofthere.Wechillbythe

braaiareadrinkingchampagne.

Lee:Yazifriendwe'vemadeitinlife.

Me:Wedid?

Her:Yeswedid!lookatourkids,ourcareers,

ourhouses,ourhusbands,likewhocould've

thoughtthatthosetwogirlsfromVaalcan

transformintothesehousewivesofSandton.

Me:WellifyouputlikethatIguesswesortof



transformedbutIdon'tliveinSandtonIamnot

thatrichandIamdivorcedsowhichhusband

areyoureferringto?

Her:Mxmoyabora!YouknowwhatImean.

Ilaughatherandlistentohertalkingaboutall

kindsofthings,fromthewhether,schoolfees,

petrolhikes,motherin-laws,everything.Ifeel

eyesdiggingintome,youknowthekindof

starethatcompelsyoutolookback.Iraisemy

headandoureyesmeet.Howhemanagesto

capturemyheartwithnoeffortisstillunknown

tome,he'slookingsodeepintomysoulIfeel

possessed,Icanhearthedrumsmyclitplaying

loudly,Isqueezemythighstogetherinan

attempttostopthesefamiliarfeelingshe's

givingme,asifonqueueoursongcomeson

:It'sYoubyBlackMotionanditaddsadramatic



effecttothisoglingcontestwe'rehaving

“Ilookintoyoureyes,

Youlookintomyeyes,

Whatwefeelismagic.

Whenyouaround

Ifeelsafeinyourarms

Idon’tneedtopanic.

Itsyou,nobodyelsecanhavemyheart,onlyyou

canhaveit.

[Chorus]

Itsyou,itsyou(x2)

Onlyyoucanhaveit.

Itsyou,itsyou(x2)

Onlyyoucanhaveit(onlyyoucanhaveit)”



Me:Excuseme!

Ican'ttakeitanymore,Lee'stoodrunktoeven

noticethatIamsweating.Ihavetopassby

themonmywaytothehouseandit'sthe

longestwalkever,hegrabsmyhandwhenwe

cometocontactandIyankitaway.He

mumblessomethingtoLubutIdon'tdarelook

backbutIcanfeelhimmarchingbehindme.My

heartisthumpinghardagainstmychestwith

everystepItakeandIamfinallyinthetoilet.He

pushesthroughthedoorjustasIlowermy

pantsandsitontheseat.

Me:Sfiso!

IjumpupbuthecornersmebeforeIcaneven

pullmypants.



Him:Imissyousomuch.Ihardlysleptthis

weekendthinkingaboutyou.

Hesaysinmymouth,we'rekissinganddamnit!

Imissedhislips.Imisstheintensityofour

emotionsspirallingoutofcontrol,thepaceof

ourbreaths,thegrabbing,thepulling,histongue

deepinmymouth,thesmellofhiscologne

fillingmeupandhishandsalloverme.

Me:Sfisostop!

Igentlypushhimbackandhiseyeshaveturned

intoaformIknowtoowell.The“Iamaboutto

fuckyou”form.

Him:Iwantyou!



Iclosemyeyesandtrytocontrolmybreathing

becauseIdon'ttrustmyselfinthisstate,Idon't

trustmyselfwhenIamunderhisspell.

Me:No!PulengishereandNkosi…

Him:I'llmakeitquickpleasemylove.

He'sbrushingovermynanaandrubbingmyclit.

Ineedtostopthisbutmaybeinafewseconds,

Ithinktomyself.Damnhe'stoogoodatthis.He

knowsallmyspots.Aloudknockonthedoor

scarestheshitoutofme.

Lee:Lindiwe!Nkosiishere!Sfisoopenthisdoor!

HaiVoetsekmaan!Latena!youdon'twantto

growup!



ShescreamssoloudIamsurethewholehouse

heard.IpushSfisoawayandpullmypantsup.

Him:Thisisnotover.

Hepecksmylips,checkshimselfonthemirror

andexits.Leejustshakesherheadandclaps

herhands.Iclosethedoorandguiltbecomes

me.Ifeelsocheapanddisgusting,whoalmost

sleepswithanothermanatherin-laws.Igather

myselfandexittheroom.Itakemywalkof

shamedownthestairsandeveryoneisnow

insideIguessduetothewhetherchange.

Ihearafamiliarvoicebutitcan’tbeit.Ifollow

thevoiceandNkosiextendshishand.



Him:Punkie,comemeetmyuncle,Mzwandile

Dlamini.

ItakeafewstepsbackandIfallflat.No!No!

Thiscannotbehappeningtome.MaybeIam

dreaming!Maybeit'satrap!Ifeeldisorientedas

tearskeepgushingfrommyeyes.Ifeel

helpless.Ifeelweakandfragileand

unprotected.Igathermykneesuptomychest

andkeepswingingbackandforth.Theycame

back.NkosiattemptstotouchmeandIscream.

Me:Aaaaah!(Icryinfear)Ididnottellanyone

mamaIpromise!They'rebackmamaplease

closethedoor!Aaah!mamathey'regoingto

hurtusagainpleaseclosethedoortheirback!

Iamintheshack,thedoorisbrokendown,it's

darkandit'sraining,mamaisonthefloor



bleeding,Icanheartheirvoices,Icanheartheir

footsteps,they'recoming.

Me:Pleasehelpme!Wakeupmamathey’re

comingagain!Ididnottellanyone!Ididnottell

anyone!Closethedoor!closethedoor!

HappySunday!

Chapter18

Sfiso

Lee:There'sreallynoneedtoargueaboutthis,

Sfisoknowshowtodealwiththis.Babyplease

talktohim.



Weareallstandingaroundherwhileshe'sis

croucheddownonthefloor,murmuringthings

thatdon'tmakesense,she'sstoppedcryingbut

doesn'twantNkosioranyonetotouchher.I

haven'ttriedtoapproachherbecauseNkosi

doesn'twantmetouchingher.

Luyanda:Comeonmanshe'ssufferinglookat

her.Lethimhelpherbafo.

Him:Fuckthat!Hewon'ttouchherunlessIam

dead.

Me:ThenI'lljusthavetokillyou.

IstepclosertohimandIswearIamgoingto

hithimthewayIamfuming.Ithrowinthefirst

punchandLustepsintoblockmewhileAce



pullsNkosiaway.

Ace:Justlethimdealwiththisbafoandyou'll

getherlater.

Him:She'smywomandamnit!

Me:Andshe'smywife!

Lu:Sfisothulanawe!Let'sstopbeingselfishfor

onceandthinkaboutthewomanyoubothlove

andwhat'sbestforher.

HeuntanglesfromAce'sgripandAcesignals

thatIgo.Itakeoffmyjacketandapproach

Lynn,sofarshe'sbeenscreamingwhenpeople

attempttotouchhersoImovecloselywith



care.

Me:Heybaby,Iamgoingtotouchyounow

okay.

Shelooksatmewithscarleteyes.Shelooks

disorientedandnotawareofhersurrounding.I

putthejacketoverhershouldersandshe

flinches.

Me:Iwon'thurtyouIpromiseIjustwantto

protectyou.ShouldItakeyouhome?

ShenodsandIcarryherandwalktowardsthe

door.NkosiattemptstoblockmywaybutAce

andLurestrainthim.Icanhearhimswearingat

thebackgroundandkickingfurniturebuthecan

gotohellforallIcare,mybabyishurtandmy



priorityistogetherwell.Iputherontheback

ofmycarandcoverherwiththejacketand

closethedoor.Shecoilsherselfintoaballand

keepsrockingherself.AsIgoovertothe

driver'ssideIcanhearsomeonecomerunning.

Puleng:Sfiso!

Ihavecompletelyforgotabouther,shealso

lookswoundedandIhatedoingthistoherbutI

needtothisforLynn.Ineedtogetheraway

fromhere.Iwalkuptoherandit'ssuddenlyso

chillyanddark.

Me:Ineedtotakecareofher.

Puleng:Andus?Howarewesupposedtoget

home?



Me:I'llcallLuyandahe'lltakeyoutoyourhouse

willtalklater,Ineedtogo.

Ikissherforeheadandrushtothecar.Ilook

oncemoreatherbeforeIdriveofftoourhouse,

herarmsareonherwaistandshelooks

defeated.It'saboutanhourtogettherebutI

driveasquicklyasIcanandhalfhourlaterIam

there.IstillhavethegatecodessoIquickly

punchthemin,openthegarageandpark.I

openthebackdoorandshestilllooksshaken

butabitcalm.

Me:Hey

Her:Hi



Sherespondswithacoarsevoice,hereyesare

puffyandred,theylookswollen,Lynnbruises

easily,it'slikeshewasnevermeantforpain,

sheinstantlybreaksandIamprayingthatshe

fallbacktodepression.Ihelpheroutofthecar

withherinsistingshe'sokay.

Her:Youcangonowthanksfordroppingme.

Idon'trespondjustlookather,she'sfidgeting

withthesleevesofherjerseyandnotlookingat

me.We'restandingbythestaircase.

Me:Iamnotleavingyou.

Her:Iwantyoutoleave.Ibegyoupleaseleave

mealone.Iwanttobealone!



Herlipsaretremblingandshe'satthebrinkof

cryingandIknowwhatshe'stryingdoing.She’s

buildingthewallsagain,she'sshieldingher

emotions,she'spushinganythingandeveryone

that'sgoingtomakeherfeelbetterbecause

shebelievesthatshedeservesthepain.Ikeep

movingtowardsheramidherpleasformeto

backaway.Ineedtoholdher.Ineedhertofeel

thatIcanprotecther.Sheusedtofindsolacein

myarmsmaybetheystillareIdon'tknowbutI

havetoassureherethatshe’ssafe.Ihaulherin

betweenmyarmsandshesobsbitterly.Itpains

meseeingherlikethis.

Her:TheyhurtmeSfiso,theytookawaymy

innocence,theydestroyedmychildhoodand

gotawaywithit.

Ikeeprubbingherbackandshesuddenly



movesawayfromme.

Her:Whatifhe’sbacktofinishwhathestarted?

OhmyGodSfiso!mykids,whatifhehurtsmy

kids?Ineedtoyoutakemeback,pleaseletsgo

backbeforehehurtsmybabies.

Me:Lindiwe!

She'sfranticandsoIgrabherbytheshoulders

inanefforttomakeherstopandfocusonme.

Me:Thekidsaresafe,youaresafe.Iamhere!

Lookatme(Icupherface)Iamhere!Noone

willeverhurtyouorourfamilywhenIamhere.I

willprotectyouandourboyswithmyall.Do

youhearme?IamhereandIpromiseIwill

neverleaveyoursight.



IamshoutingwaymorethanIintendedbutI

needhertoquicklygrasptheideathatIwould

giveupmylifetosecuretheirs.IknowIcome

offasaselfishbastardmosttimes,maybeIam,

butallIeverwantistoprotectLynnfromthe

thingsthatwouldhurther,evenmyself.She

staysinmyarmsforwhatseemslikehours,

bawlinguntilhercriesbecomefaint,thenshe

stopsandherbreathingbecomesnormalagain,

althoughshestillhashiccups.Ihelphergoup

thestairstowhatusedtobeourroom,Ihaven't

beeninhereforsolongandIamgladtosee

thatshehasn'tchangedmuch.Theroomisstill

decoratedindifferentshadesofpurple,the

familyphotoonthebedsideandthe“SandL

forever"engravedclockstillhangsonthewall.I

feelathome.

Her:Whereareyougoing?



Me:Iwantedtorunyousomewater.

Her:Idon'twanttobath.Ijustwanttosleep.

Hervoicealwayssoundssicklyaftercryingand

whenshe'shurt.Iopenthesheetswhileshe

undresses,Iamfightingtheurgetogawkather

body,it'snottherighttimetohaveaboner.She

slipsinandIamdistractingmyselfwith

anythingIcangetmyhandsonuntilshepulls

myhand.

Her:Stay.

Itcomesoffasgentleplea.Idon'twaste

anytimetakingoffmyclothes,sheusedtosay

thatournakedbodiesagainsteachotherwas



thehighlightofherday,everydayshewould

makemestripevenwhenwewerefighting

becausewhenourheartsagainsteachother

“theytoldeachotherthings,theydiscussed

thingsthatwearetoopridefultotalkaboutand

theywerehonestwitheachother”sheusedto

say.Ihopeit'sstillthesame.Igetinthecovers

andshewrapsherselfaroundmeandlieson

mychest.Ifeeltearswellinmyeyesbecause

ofjusthowmuchImissthis.Soonenoughshe

asleepandIfollowsuite.

Lindiwe

IwakeuptangledinSfiso'sarms,bythesounds

outsideit'sdefinitelywaypastmorning.Idon't

knowifit'sduetomybrokenheartthatIslept

sodeeplyorbecauseIamsleepinginthearms

oftheonewhoholdsmyheart.Yesterdaywasa



veryharddayforme,Ican'tbelievethememory

ofwhatthosebastardsdidtomeisstillvivid.

Toaddtothathorrendoustraumaoneofthem

hadtobeNkosi'suncle.Iheardhisvoice,Isaw

thatsmileanditjustcreepedundermyskin,the

laughthathadhauntedmeforyears.Hewas

theonethathadhisdickinmymouth,theone

whokeptpullingmebythehairbackandforth

andcummedinmymouth.Iwassixyearsold.I

wasstillachildandthemonstersdidnotcare,

theypleasuredthemselvesattheexpenseof

mymom’shumiliation,pain,ournormality,my

motherwasn'tagoodmothertomethenbut

afterthatnightshecompletelyshutdown,she

wasawalkingcorpse,theytookawaythe

glimpseoflove,amotherandjoyfromus.

Sfiso’sgrowingbulgeagainstmyassdistracts

mefrommyails,Ithinkit'snaturaltowantto

grindonaguysdickwhenit'spockingatyou,or



isitonlyme?Hesqueezesmeclosertohim

andIrestmyheadonhisforearm.

Him:Iseeyoustilllovethegunhuh?

Me:Ohmygod!Thegun!Ican'tbelieveyoustill

remember.

Ilaughloudly,Ihaven'theardthatreferralforso

manyyears.

Him:Iremembersomanythingsespeciallythat

laugh.Imissit.

Me:Thanksforstaying.

Him:Iwouldn'tbeanywhereelse.



Me:It'shimSfiso,afterallthoseyearsIcanstill

rememberhim.

Him:Ibelieveyou.

Heholdsmetightertoassuremethathe'shere

forme.Wekeepquietwithjustourheartsdoing

thetalking.GodImisshimsomuch,Imisshow

hecancalmmedown,howhedoesn'tneedto

sayanythingbutIknowhecaresandhe'shere

forme.

Him:Icalleddad,they'reontheirway.

Me:Iwonderhowmom'shandlingthis,it'sso

surreal,hecouldbeFana'sdad.



Him:IknowandIamreallysorryyouhadto

meethimlikethat.

Me:IknowyouareandIappreciatethat.

Him:Letmegomakeussomethingtoeat.

Me:Canyouholdmejustalittlelonger.

HeliesfaceupandhaulsmetohischestandI

justlietherewithmyswollenheart.Whyislife

sounfair?Whydotwosoulsthataremeantto

betogethershouldn'tbe?WhydoIfeellikeIam

destinedforpain?PleaseGodtakeoverIdon't

thinkIhavethestrength.

•



•

•

IwakeupandSfisoisnotnexttome.Ireach

formyphoneandit'swaypast2pm.Ihave

morethanadozenmisscallsfromNkosi,Lee,

unknownnumbersandmyWhatsAppis

booming.IstartbycallingLeratoIneedto

makesuremykidsareokay.Itringsandshe

answerspanting.

Me:Hifriend.

Her:Heyyou.Howareyou?Yesterdayyou

scaredus,especiallyNkosi.

Me:IamsorryIjustcan'tbelieveit'shisuncle.



Her:YouneedtotalktohimLynnhe'sfreaking

outandhurting.

Me:Howaremybabies?

Her:Pulenginsistedonleavingwiththem.Iam

sorryIthoughtyouwouldn'tmind.

Me:It'sokaytellAmandaIamsorryIdisrupted

herparty.

Her:Iamsureshedidn'tmindwejustwanted

youtobewell.

Me:Okaybabewilltalklater.

Idropthecall,getoutofbed,freshenupand



changeintocleanclothes.IdialNkosiandwalk

tothebalcony,hepicksupinstantly.

Him:Punkie…

MyheartshatterswhenIrealisehowworriedhe

mustbe,weremainsilentforawhileandhe

continues.

Him:Ihopeyou'reokayPunkie,Icouldn'teven

sleep.Idon'tunderstandwhathappened

yesterdaybutIknowwewillworkthroughit.I

justneedtoseeyou,Ineedtomakesureyou're

okay.

Sfiso:Momanddadarehere.



He'sstandingbehindmewithhishandsinthe

pockets.Ican'treadhistonebuthiseyesare

dishinguptheemotionsasusual.Heturnsand

leavesmetodealwiththeconsequencesofhis

voice.

Him:IsthatSfiso?Didhesleepoverthere?

FuckwhatLuandAcesay,Iamdonegivingyou

space,Iamcomingtherenow.

Me:No!Hedidn'tsleephere.Hejustcamenow

withmyparents.

Idon'tevenknowwhyIamlyingtohimbecause

nothinghappenedwithSfiso.

Him:Don'tlietomeLindiwe!

Me:Nkosipleasenotnow.Icalledsoyouknow



Iamokaywewilltalklater.

Iquicklyhangupandswitchoffmyphone.I

knowwhatIamdoingtohimisunfairbutIdon't

needanymorestressinmylifeIjustneedto

dealwiththisfirst.

Mom:OhmybabyIamsosorryIwasn'tthere.

Sheattacksmewithahugassoonaswecome

intocontact.Shecriesheavilyonmyshoulders

andIrealisethatthismustbeevenharderon

her,she'stheonetheyviolated.

Me:He'soneofthemmamaIhavenever

forgottenhim.



Myowntearshavedecidedtojointheparty.

Her:Leratosentmehisphoto,it'shimbaby.I

recognisedhiminstantly.Ican'tbelievehe's

hereinourmidst.Hedeservestodieandburn

inhell.

IcanfeelherhurtturnintoangerandIdon't

wanthergoingbacktotheheartless,coldand

shieldedpersonsheusedtobe.Thetriplets

needher.

Sfiso:Dadlet'stalkforasecond.

It'sonlynowIacknowledgehispresenceinthe

room,Jakethatis.Helookslikehe'salso

affectedbythis.Hegivesmeabriefsmilethat

doesn'treachhiseyesandholdsmyshoulder



gentlybeforetheyexittheroomtotheporch.

Momfinallylet'sgoandwegositonthecouch.

Me:Whatifhe'sFana’sdad?

Mom:It'snothim.Irememberoneofthe

bastardsthatlookslikeFana,he'sthedad.

Inodandwekeepquietsittingclosetoeach

other.

Me:Hedoesn’tlookwell.

IpointatJakewithmyheadaswecansee

themthroughtheslidingdoor.Shelooks

outsideandIswearshe'srollinghereyes

inwardly.



Her:Heblameshimselffortherapebuthe'lllive.

Me:Mamadon'tclosehimout.Allowhimtobe

thereforyou.

Her:Likehe'sbeenhereforyou.

Me:It'snotthesame.Thiswholethingisa

mess.Iamhurting,you'rehurtingandthen

there'sNkosi.

Mom:Youcan'tseehimanymore,youknow

thatright.No!Lindiweyoucan'tbearound

thosepeopleIforbidyou.

Shestandsupanddadholdsherfrombehind,



shemovesquicklyfromhimandyoucan'tmiss

thedisappointmentondad'sfacewhenshe

doesthat.

Dad:Yourmomisrightyoucan'tseethatboy

notwiththatrapistintheirfamily.Wecan't

assureyoursafety.

Me:Hisunclehurtus,nottheentirefamily,they

can'tbepunishedforthat.

Mom:NoLindiwe!youlistentomeIwillnot

acceptthatboyintomyhouse,never!

Me:Butma!

ShestartscryingagainandIfeellikeIam



addingtoherpain.

Sfiso:Iknowwe'reallhurtbythisbutwecan't

pressureLindiweintomakingdecisionsthatwe

thinkarebestforher.She'sanadultandIam

sureshecanfigureallthisoutandbesideifwe

decidethattheDlamini'saredangerouswhat

aboutLerato?

Mom:Wewilldealwiththatlaterfornowgo

packyourbagswe'regoinghome.

Me:Idon'tthinkthat'snecessary.

Mom:Don'ttestmylimitsLindiwe!

IlookatSfisobuthejustshrugshisshoulders.



Me:Doyouwantanythingtodrink?

Her:Nothankyou.You'llfindmeinthecar.

Me:YoucangoandI'llfollowwithSfiso.Are

youokaywiththat?

Sfiso:Surenoproblem.

Mom:Idon'tcarewho'scaryou'reusingI'llstill

waitforyououtside.

IknowIwon'twinwhenshe'slikethissoIdrag

mybodyupstairsandstartpacking.



Sfiso

Ihoottodadoncemoreaswejointhehighway.

We'refollowingthembehindasperauntnom's

request.She'sprettydismantledbythiswhole

situationandit'saffectingdadevenmore,he

triedbeingstrongbutIcouldtellthat

somethingwaseatinghimup.

Lindiwe:Mayyouturntheheateron?

Me:Isthatokay?

Her:Yeahthanks.

Silence.



Her:LeesaysthatPulengtookthekids.Imiss

themsobadlyandtheymustbewondering

whathappenedtome.Whencanyougetthem

forme?

Me:Italkedtoherearlieron,shesaysthatthey

wereabitshakenespeciallySiyabutthey're

okay.Iamdroppingyouoffandthengoingto

fetchthemmaybeIwillbringthemtomorrowso

thatyourestabit.

Her:Okay.

Silence.

Her:Uhmm.Whatareyoulisteningto?



Shegoesovermyalbumsthatflashonthe

radioscreen,sheselectsthe“songsforthe

soul"albumandIdon'tthinkthat'sgoodforour

soulsnow.Iamalreadybattlingwithwhatmy

heartwantsatthismomentandtherealitythat

she'stheonlywomanIwanttobewith.

Her:Let'shearthisone.

IbrieflyclosemyeyesasAnthonyHamilton's

HerHeartflashesonthescreen.Iamscrewed.

“Ihadahabitofmessingup

Stayingoutlateandgettingdrunk

Iletyoudownathousandtimes

Brokenpromises

It'slikeIranawayfromyou



Mycareerwasmyexcuse

UntilIsawyouabouttodrowninyourowntears

Andasyoucriedinmyarms

Youwokeupmyheart

AndIsawagainwhatIfoundinyou

'Causeherheart,herheartwontletmeloseher

NomatterhowItry

Ijustcantsaygoodbyeandloseher”

Aspredicted,themoodinthecarhasturned

melancholy,thelyricshittooclosetohome,so

Iswitchitoff.Ilookatherbrieflyandshelooks

backwithasmuchloveandregretasIcarry.I

lookbackattheroadandputmyhandover

hers.ShekissesthemandIdrivewithour

handsintertwinedlikethatincomfortable



silence.

Her:You'renotcomingin?

Me:Noit'sgettinglateandyouknowtheboys

won'tletmeleaveearly.

Her:True.Thanksforyesterdayandtoday.I

knowyoudidn'thavetobutIappreciateit.

Me:Comehere.

IamleaningagainstthecarandIholdherinmy

arms.She'sshortandliesexactlyonmychest.I

breatheherscentintokeepmesanefor

upcomingdays.Ikissherneckandshelet'sout

amoan.



Me:Don'tdothat.

IwhisperandIcanfeelmymemberrise.

Her:Iamsorry.

Shewhispersbackandmovesastepaway

fromme.Hereyesarefixedonmybulgeand

thenlipsandtheneyes,she'smakingithardto

stayaway.

Me:Goinside,I'llwatchyou.

Shekissesmycheekandwalksin.Shewaves

goodbyeandentersthehouse.Itakeabreath

andgetinthecar.IknowwhatIhavetodoI



justwishitwasn'tthishardbutIknowIcan't

keepstringingPulengalong.IloveLindiweand

lettinghergowasthebiggestmistakeofmy

life.IffatedeniesmeherthenIguessIam

destinedtodiealonebecauseshe'stheonly

womanIlove,theonlywomanIwantcherish,to

protectandbegoodforher.

Bonus

Chapter19

Nombuso

ThedrivefromLindiwe'shousetooursis

awfullyquiet.IfIhadanywhereelsetogoI

would.Ican'tstandhispresence.Ineedtofind



comfortinhisarmsbutIalsofeellikekilling

himandthendyingtoo.

Jake:Ijustwishyou'djustsaysomething,

anythingMaLephoto,pleasesthandwasam,I

needyoutotellmehowyoufeel.

Me:Isaidamfine.

Helooksatmeonemoretimewithsomuch

sorrowinhiseyesbutit'snothingcomparedto

whatIfeel.Ihavemixedfeelingsofbetrayal,

pain,Ifeelunsoundanddistraught.He

confessedeverythingtomeyesterdayafter

speakingtoSfisoaboutseeingthatman.I

alwayshadmysuspicionsthatLucywasbehind

itbutIcouldnevergatherenoughstrengthto

confrontherormaybeIjustdidn'twantto

believethatsomeoneespeciallywho'sa



womanwouldstoopsolowtogetbackat

someone.It'ssinisteranddisgusting.

Therestofthedriveiscold.Ihaveplentytosay

tohimbutnonofitisgoodsoIchosetokeep

quiet.Ilookoutsidethewindow,tearsjust

wellingoutontheirownaccord.Icannotstop

themnomatterhowhardIamtrying.They'rea

glimpseoftheburdencarriedbymyheart,it's

becometoohardtobear.Thecarcomestoa

haltandit'sthenIrealisewe'vearrivedhome.

Him:Ithinkthekidswillbehappytohavetheir

bigsisteraround.

Idon'tlookathimnorsayanythingback.Itake

mybagandthenlookarounduntilIspotSfiso

parkoutsidethegate,Iproceedtothehouse.

LikealwaysIammetbySinoatthedoorwitha



warmsmile.Theycanallseethatsomethingis

wrongbutIdon'twantthemtoknow,it'sa

shamefulthingtoadmit,wherewouldIeven

begin“Iwasgangrapedwhileyoursisterwas

watching"Idon'twantpityorlackofrespect

frommykids.

Me:Mybaby.

Sino:Mama.

Hervoiceisshakylikeshewantstocry,Iguess

Ican'thidemyemotionsfromthemanymore.

Me:Everythinisokaybaby,Iamfine,lookat

howbigmysmileis.



She'snotconvincedsoIopenmyarmsforher

andwehug,thehugissoonjoinedbyVuyo.

Whentheysayidenticaltwinsdon'thave

identicalpersonalitiesthey'rereferringtomy

boys.Vuyoismoreintouchwithhisemotions,

hegetsalongwithmostpeople,he'sdomestic

anddoesn'thavesomanyfriendsandthen

there'sLuvuyo“MrCoolGuy"that’swhatwecall

him,he'shisfather'sson,cautiousabouthis

image,hasagoodheartbutseldomshows

emotions,he'ssmartbuttoocooltostudy,has

avastcircleoffriends,thelistisendless.

Me:Yoursisterisoutside,preparearoomfor

herSinoandhaveyoucooked?

Vuyo:Everythingissorted.

Me:Thanksbabies.Iamtired,soIamgoingto



laydownabitbeforedinner.

DinnerisalwaysthesametimeintheLephoto

residence,8pmeverydayunlessonThursday

movienightswhereweeatout.

Luvuyo:Ozobagrandma,weloveyou.

Hegivesmeastronggriponmyhandanda

warmsmile.That'sasfarasourcontactgoes,

nohugs,nokissesbuthethrowstheLword

aroundnowandthenplushelooksoutforhis

siblingsatschoolsowe'vegottenaccustomed

tohim.

Me:Thanksnanaletmegosleep.



IseeJakefromthecornerofmyeyefollowing

meupthestairs,Idon'tknowwhathewants

frommebecauseIreallyhavenoenergyto

fighthim.

Jake:Nombusowecannotgoonlikethis,

yesterdaywasokayIgaveyouspacebutnot

again.Weneedtotalkaboutthismyangel

please.

HespeakswhileIchangeoutofmyclothesinto

mypyjamas.Ipickthefluffydon'ttouchme

kind.Hekeepscomingclosertomeandthat

fuelsmyangertowardshim.ThingisthatI

respectJakesomuchthatIfearthatifIhaveto

saywhat'sinmyheartrightnowitwilloffend

him.

Me:Don'tyoudarecomenearmeJake!



Jake:MaLephotoIamsorry.IknowIshould

havetoldyoutheminuteshetoldmebutIdidn't

knowhowtosayit.Ifeltguiltysthandwasam,I

feltthatIwastheonethatcausedthiswhole

thing,soIchosetoburyit.Iknowit'swrongbut

IdidwhatIthoughtwasbestatthattime.

Me:Youknowwhatgetsme?Youknewandyet

youpretendedtobeinmycornerforyearsbut

youdidn'tmentionit.EvenwhenIhadmybreak

downsyoudidn’tthinkIwasworthknowingthe

truth.

Him:Mylove.

Me:Yey!Don'ttouchmeJake!



Ithrowhishandsawayfromme.Hehurtme.I

knowhedidnotorchestratethewholethingbut

bynottellingmeit’slikehealsotookpartin

hidingit.

Me:TheyviolatedmeJake,theytookawaythe

lastbitofmyheart,theytookawaymypride

andhumiliatedmeinfrontofmychild.Doyou

knowIcalledoutforyourname?Iscreamed

outforyoutohelpmebutyounevershowedup.

No!Youwerewithherandyoulovedherwhile

theyrapedandtorturedmeforhours.

Hecan'ttakeitanymoresoheclosesthegap

betweenusbutIweaklypushhimaway.

Me:TheysaidIamawhore,theysaidwho's

goingtowantmeaftertheydestroymylady

parts,theysworeatmeandsaidthatthiswill



teachmetostoprunningaftermarriedmen.

Lindiwewastherewatchingastheytookturns

withme,spatatme,infrontofmybabyJake,in

frontofmychildTheirsweat,saliva,semenI

canstillfeelitonmyskin,onebehindmeand

theotherstillinside,theytoreme…

Him:That'senough!Stophurtingyourselfmy

angel.IloveyouNombuso.IamsorryIwasn't

theretoprotectyoubutithaspassedmylove.

Theydidnotwin.No!Youshowedthemthat

theydidnotbreakyou.You'reagreatmother

andanevengreaterwife.You'reperfect.

Me:Ijustwanttoforgetaboutmypast.Ifeel

likethere'ssomuchturmoilinmypaththatI

can'tescape.Ijustwanttobejoyful.Iwantto

restfrompain.Iwanttoescapethesorrowful

lifeandbenormalandhappylikemanypeople.



Him:Wewillgetthroughthissthandwasam.

You'reaverystrongwomanandmanypeople

wouldneversurvivewhatyouwentthroughbut

youdid.Yousurviveditall.You'reunshakable.

Justletthepainpassoverandwewillworkit

outtogether.Iloveyou.

Me:Iwanttorest.

Him:Come.

HeopensthesheetsformeandIfeelalittletoo

hotwithmyfluffypyjama,theresultofgetting

usedtosleepingnaked.Itakethemoffwithhis

help.WeendupkissingandbeforeIknowitI

havehimdeeplyinsideofme.Jakeispouring

everysingledropoflove,careandpassioninto



thissession.He'seventearingupwithmewhen

Ireachanorgasm.It'stheclassicmissionary

styleandI'veneverfeltsosafeinmylife,with

eachstrokemyheartforgivesalittle,witheach

sweattricklingontomyfaceIletgoofthepain,

thenonsensicalsoundsfromourmouthsare

calmingmedownhistightgriparoundmybutt

tellsmehe'spresent.

“Iamsorry"hekeepswhisperinginmyearsas

hemovessoftly.

Ican'trespondbutIknowheknowsIhave

forgivenhim.

“IloveyousomuchNombuso"hesaysashe

increasesthepaceandspillsinsideofme.We

holdeachotherlikethatforacoupleofminutes.

We'reallwetandinlove.God'sgreatestgiftto



marriedpeopleissex.Itreconnectsourheart,

soothesourfaultsandreassuresoursoulsthat

we'remeanttobe,Iguessthat'swhyit'scalled

lovemaking.

Ipullthetowelunderhispillowandwipemyself,

it'sourownlittlehelper,saveshimthetripto

thebathroom.Ilooktheotherwayandhe

spoonsmefrombehind.

Him:Ithinkweshouldpresscharges.

Hesaysafterawhile.

Me:No!Ijustwantthosepeopleoutofourlives

andbesidewhatwillhappentoLucy?



Him:She'llgetwhatshedeserves.Justice.

Me:Nomyloveyou'rejustsayingthattomake

mefeelbetter.She'sthemotherofyourkids.

Him:Idon'tcondonewhatLucydidinfactit'sa

largepartofwhyIdivorcedher.She'scrueland

manipulative,Ireckonit'stimeherchildren

knewwhatkindofmothersheis.

Youcannotmistakethehostilitycarriedinhis

voice.AsmuchasIwillneverforgiveLucyfor

whatshedidtome,Istillthinkthatthetruth

aboutwhatshedidwilldomoreharmthan

good.Itwillhurtawholelotofpeopleand

disturbthepeacethatthisfamilyhasworked

toohardtoacquire,relationshipsandbondswill

bebroken.It'samassivedestruction.



Me:Iamhonouredthatyouwouldrisk

everythingtomakemehappybutIdon'tthink

destroyingthisfamilywillbringanyjoytomy

heart.

Him:Sowhatareyouproposing?Weletthem

getawaywiththis?

Me:IamsayingweletJehovahdealwiththis.

He'sshakinghisheadandjudgingbyhisheavy

breathingonmyneck,he'snotpleasedwithmy

decision.

Him:Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletoliveknowingthat

thismancangettoyouanytime,plusifwe

presschargeswecanalsobeabletonailthe



othertwomen.

Me:Atwhatcost?

Him:Peoplehavetopayfortheirsinsmylove

onewayortheother.

Me:Ihateitwhenyoudon'tlistentome.Idon't

wantthistobeknownorevendiscussed

outsidethesewalls.Idon'tcareabout

judgement,Godwillprovidethat,justmakesure

thatthosepeopleincludingLucystayaway

fromme.

Him:Idon'tlikethisNombuso.Itgoesagainst

everythingIstandforbutIwillletitslidefor

today.



Me:Andthat'sallIask.

Him:EverythingIeverdoisforyoumyangel

andsometimesImakedecisionsthatarenot

easybuthavetobedoneforthewellbeingof

thisfamily.However,Iapologizegreatlyfor

hidingthisfromyou.

Me:Iunderstandlove.It'salmost8pmthekids

mustwanttostarthavingdinner.

Him:Idon'tthinkthekidswillappreciateyour

presencewhenyou'relikethis.I'llgodishforus

andwewilleatinhere.

Me:Okay.



Hemovesfromme,putsonhisclothes,kisses

myforeheadandgoesout.Iamsureitlooks

weaktoletthewholeissuegobutifyou're

marriedyou'llknowtheskilloflettinggo.You

weighthingsup.Areotherthingsworththe

happinessandpeaceofyourfamily?Bybeing

madathimdoesitturnbackwhatthosemen

didtome?Doesitstrengthenmymarriageor

tearitapart?IsitbettertofightJakeandmy

demonsorlethimhelpmefightagainstthem?

Mostthingsareeasiersaidthandonebutwhen

you'rewillingtomakeitworkandhavebeenin

itforaslongasIhaveyoulearnthetrue

meaningofwhatthebiblemeanswhenitsays

“Aboveallthings,haveintenseloveforone

another,becauselovecoversamultitudeof

sins”1Peter4:8

SeeyouSaturdaygoodnight



Chapter20

Lindiwe

**Iamoutside**that'satextfromNkosinathi.

WetalkedabitwhenIarrivedhomeandIfailed

inconvincinghimtonotcometomyhouse.I

lookaroundandthere'snosignoftheparents.

Somethingisdefinitelygoingonjudgingfrom

thewaythey'vebeenfightingsincewearrived,

dadcametofetchdinnerwithredeyesandI

hopemomletshiminanddoesn'tpushhim

away.

Me:Iamgoingoutforawhiledon'tlockup.

Vuyo:Whereareyougoingsisi?



Me:I'llbebacknow.Sinotextmeifmomstarts

freakingout.

Her:Besafe.

Iblowthemakissandgrabapolar-fleece,wrap

itaroundmybodyandgomeethim.He'snot

waitingformeoutsidethecaraspernorm.The

peoplearoundheregossipalotthey've

probablynamedmethestreethoethatchanges

menwithcarsbutI'velearnttonotcare.They

don'tknowmeandIowethemnothing.Ijump

intothemaroonSUVwithtaintedwindow.

Me:Hey.

Helooksatmewithsadeyes.Ihatewhat

transpiredyesterdayandthatIleftwithSfiso



butithappenedandIcan'tchangeit.Hestarts

drivingandIamtooscaredtoaskwhereweare

going.Iamnotevendressedappropriatelyto

bearoundpeople.Asifhecanreadmymind.

Him:Ijustwanttotalk.

Me:Myparentsdon'twantmeoutNkosiand

mymomshe…

HegivesmeawarninglookandIkeepquiet.

Him:Afriendofminelivesafewblocksfrom

here,Icalledhimuphe'soutoftownsowecan

chillathisplace.

Me:Okay.



Ittakesabouttenminutestogettotheplace.

Heknowshiswayaroundtheseestatehouses.

I'veneverheardhimmentionanythingabouta

friendthissidebutifthere'sonethingthat

spendingthisweekendhastaughtme,isthatI

reallydon'tknowNkosi.We'vespendagreat

dealoftimejustinvestingongettingme

emotionalwell,wejumpedintothisrelationship

butI'veneverdugdeepintopersonheis.

Him:BozzaIamatyourcribandtheywanta

passcode(pause)No,Ididn'tcheck.Grandwill

talklater.Yahshe'shere,shobaba.

Hescrollsthroughhisphoneandentersthe

codeatthegate,itopensandwedrivein.The

housesarenotbigandtheyardsareeven

smallerbutthesecuritylooksreallygood.We



parkoutsideapeachhouse,hegoesoutto

openthegateandwedrivein.Hetakesakey

underacarpetatthebackdoor.Thelightsare

onmaybetothrowoffcriminals.Thisisa

bachelorpadevidentfromthelackoffeminine

touch.Thekitchenistinyandthediningis

joinedwiththesittingroom.Thereisahuge

plasmaTVandspeakersandonelongcouchin

themiddleoftheroom.Heleadsmetothe

couchandwe'renowoppositeeachother.The

lookshisgivingmearethrowingmeoffbalance,

Idon'twhetherhe'sangry,disappointed,sador

justconfusedbuthiseyesaresurepiercingmy

heart.

Hesitsdownonthecouchabitlaidbackand

pullsmethatmybackisonhischest.Hewraps

hisarmsaroundmeandItakeoffmyshoes

andwelaythereinsilenceforaminuteortwo.

Mymindisracing.I'veneversharedtheevents



ofthatnightwithanyoneoutsideourfamily.

Him:TalktomePunkie.

Me:Idon'tknowwheretostart.

Iamnotgoodwithexpressingmyemotions.

WithSfisoittooktimeandhehadmasteredthe

waytogetmetoopenupbutIguesssinceIam

withNkosihe'llneedtolearnthisaboutme.

Him:IloveyousomuchLindiwebutIdon'tfeel

thelovebackfromyou.You'reshuttingmeout,

howamIsupposetocomfortyouwhenIdon't

knowhowyou'refeelingandwhat'stroubling

you?YesterdayIhadtowatchanothermando

foryouwhatIshouldbedoing.Youknowhow

hurtthatmademe?Butyou'renotlettingmein



orgivingmeachancetobehereforyou.

Me:Iamsorry.

Him:Stopapologisingandlevelwithme.

Itakeahugebreathandhebrushesmy

shoulderstoencouragemetotalk.

Me:Mymomwasn'talwaysthewomansheis

today.Igrewupinveryharshcircumstances,

shewasunloving,nevertookcareofmeandmy

littlebrother.Onedaymymomwasoutuntil

verylateatnight,shecamebackverydrunkand

asusualshepassedoutonthefloor.Sometime

laterthreemenburstthedooropenandraped

mymomandtheyalsomolestedme.



Idon'tknowwhybutIdon'tfeelemotional

speakingaboutthisnow,maybeI'vecriedallmy

tearsout.Ihavenomorepainleftinmetogive

theseperpetratorsanymore.Hedoesn'tsay

anythingbutIcanfeelhisembracegetting

stiffer.

Me:Weneverspokeaboutitafterthat,they

nevercameback,andweneverpressed

charges..Theyrapedmymotherrightinfrontof

myeyes,theymademewatchNkosi.Iwas6

yearsoldbutIwillneverforgetthelookmy

motherhadinhereyes.Shewaslosinghersoul,

herspirittolive,shewasneverthesameafter

thatnightneitherwasI.Iwouldneverforget

howpleasedtheywerewiththemselves,high

fiving,cheeringforeachotherastheycontinued

breakingusapart.



Him:IamsorryIwasn'ttheretoprotectyoubut

wewillfindthembabyandbringeachand

everyoneofthemtotheirknees.Ipromiseyou.

Iwillfindthem.They'llallpayfordoingthatto

you.

Me:Oneofthosemenisyouruncle,Nkosi.

Hegentlypushesmeawayandmakesmeface

him.There'sshockcoveredalloverhisface.

Him:Nopunkie!(he'sshakinghisheadin

disbelief)Notmyuncle,hewouldneverdosuch

agruesomething.

Me:ThatmanIsawyesterdayrapedmymother

andshovedhisdickinmymouth.I'llnever

forgetthatface.



Hestandsupandstartpacingupanddown.

Him:I'veknownthatmanforallmylife,he'snot

amonsterpunkie.Hehastwogirlsandawife.

He'splayedafatherlyroletomeandmy

brotherssoitmustbeacaseofmistaken

identity.It'snothimthathurtyoulikethat.

Me:Iknewyouwouldneverbelieveme.

Ican'texpecthimtochoosemeoverhisfamily,

it'sunfair.Istartputtingonmyshoesandjust

asIamdoneIcrashintohishardchest.

Him:Don'tleaveIamsorry.



Me:It'sokayIunderstandhe'syouruncle,blood

isthickerthanwater.

Him:ThisisallmessedupLindiwe.Imeanifhe

diditwhichdoesn'tmeanIdon'tbelieveyoubut

ifhe'sreallyoneofthemenlikeyousayheis

thenIamgoingtokillhim.

Ilookintohiseyesandthey'reflashingwith

rage.ThissideofNkosiI'venevermet.

Me:Idon'tneedyoutoavengeme.

Isnapathim.

Him:What?



Me:ThisisnotyourbattleNkosi,Ijustneedyou

tobehereformenotkillpeopleforme.

Him:Peoplelikethatdon'tdeservetoliveon

thisearthLindiwe.Whatifhe'sbeenhurtingmy

cousins?

Youcantellthatthisishittinghimhard.They

wayhespokeabouthisuncleyoucouldtellthat

theywereverycloseandhelookeduptohim.I

givehimahugandherestshisheadonmy

neck,breathingmein.

Me:Whywashearrested?

Him:Hetookabulletthatwasmeantfor

someoneinthefamily.



Me:Soheadmittedguiltonsomethinghedidn't

do?

Him:Hewasprotectingthefamilyname.

Me:Whatdoesyourfamilydo?

ThisisaquestionI'vebeenmeaningtoaskbutI

justneverknewhoworwhenbutnowIfeelit's

onlyfairIgettolearnsomethingsabouthim

sinceheknowsmine.

Him:Iamnotwhomyfamilyis.Whattheydois

notareflectionofthekindofpeoplethey're.

Me:Aretheycriminals?



Him:Theyparticipateinillegalactivitiesbut

they'renotcriminals.

We'restillinthesameposition,Ithinkit's

bettertalkingwithoutseeingthejudgementin

myeyes.

Me:Whatkindofcrime?

Him:Drugsdistributionmainly,theyhave

brothels,fraud,hijackings,bankrobberiesthe

norm.

Me:Humantrafficking?

Him:IamnotwhomyfamilyisLindiwe.



Me:Wow!I'vebeensleepingwithamonster.

Itrytomovefromhimbuthe'sgripistoo

strong.Hehasbothhisarmsaroundmyback.

Him:Iamnotamonsterpunkieandmyfamily

arenotbadpeople.It'sstrictlybusiness.

Me:It'speople'slivesNkosi.Yourbusiness

hurtsanddestroyshowmanyfamilies?

Mute.

Me:Doyouevertakepartintheseactivities?

Him:Partakehow?



Me:Don'tpatronisemeNkosi!

Him:NotdirectlybutIneverdoitforthemoney.

Me:Whatdoyoudo?

Him:Punkie…

Me:Pleasetakemehome.

Ifightoutofhisgripandgotowardsthedoor.I

standtherewithmyarmsfolded,helooksat

mehopelesslyintheeyesandIreturnthestare.

Ialwaysknewthatsomethingwaspeculiarin

theamountofwealththisfamilydisplayedbutI

neverimaginedthattheydidsuchhorrendous



anddespicablethings.

Him:Ican'tletyouleavewhenyou'relikethis.

Me:You'regoingtoholdmeagainstmywilltoo.

Him:Lookit'slikethis,Ijustgoandmakesure

thatthesepeopleareingoodhealthbefore

beingsold,manyofthemdoitwillinglyand

whenoneoftheguysgetshotthenIamthe

doctortheycometo.It'snotfavourablebutit's

myfamily,thesamemoneythatboughtmethe

finerthingsinlifeandpaidformyeducation.So

Iowethem.

Me:Pleasetakemehome.



Him:Youseethat'swhyIhaven'tbeen

forthcomingaboutmylifebecauseIknewyou

wouldn'tstickaround.

Me:Sowhat?Youtrickedme?

Him:Ididn'ttrickyou,Ijustmadeyouseethe

personIambeforeknowingthefamilyIgrew

upinto.Ican'tchosethefamilyIhave.

Me:Butyoucouldchoosetowalkawayfromit

insteadofhelpingthemdestroyotherpeople's

lives.

Him:Istoppeddoingitwhenthingsbecame

seriousbetweenusandIknewIwantedto

spendtherestofmylifewithyou.Istopped.



Me:Yourunclerapedmeandthesadpartis

withthewayyourfamilyliveshemightactually

getawaywithit.

Him:Lindiwe…

M:PleasetakemehomeorI'llwalk.

Iprayhedoesn'tresistbecauseIdon'tthinkI

canwalkinthisdarknessalone.Thesestreets

aretoowild.Hetakeshiscarkeysonthetable

andthehousekeysandstopsatthedoor.

Him:Pleasedon'tletallofthiscloudmylove

foryou.YouknowIwoulddoanythingforyou.

Idon'tevenlookathimforfearmyheartwill



meltatthesignoflove.Iknowhe'snota

monsterorIthinkIdo.Theredlightswhere

alwaystherebutIwasjusttooconsumedin

myselfdiscoveryIcompletelyignoredthem.

Thewayhe'sbeenhidingusfromhislife,I've

knownhimforoverayearbutthisweekend

wasthefirsttimeI'vebeentohishouse,I've

nevermethisparentsorquestionedthe

expensivecarshedrives,Iknewhedidn'tget

thatfromadoctor'ssalary.

•

•

°

Him:Sowhatdoesthismeanforus?

Me:Idon'tknowNkosi,youruncle,Icannever

bearoundyourfamilyandfeelsafe.



Him:Whatdoesthatmean?

Me:ItmeansIneedtofigurethingsout.

AllthistimeIamlookingoutsidethewindow.

We'reparkedoutsidemyparent'shouse.

Him:Withhim?

Me:Don'tmakethisabouthim.

Him:WhatamIsupposedtosay?Youspend

thenightwithhimandnowyouwanttobreak

up.

Me:ThisisnotaboutSfisoandnothing

happenedyesterdaysoIdon'tknowwhywould



youbringthatup.

Him:Everyfuckenthingisabouthim.He's

aroundyouandyouloseallyoursenses,you

wanthimtocomfortyou,heprobablysleptwith

youinthesamebed,youevenstillcarryhis

surname,youdon'tseemewhenitcomesto

him,it'slikehehascastaspellonyou.

Bathonghowdomendothis?Theyshiftthe

blamewithouteffort.Apersonhasjustdropped

abombonmebutjikijikiit'saboutme.

Me:Idon'tneedthis,pleaseunlockthecar.

Heopensitwhilelookingaway.Myheartbreak

alittle,Ithoughthewouldprotestbutassoon

asIsettleonthegroundhespeedsoff.Tohell



withNkosishame.

**Iloveyou.Iwillgiveyouspacetoprocess

everything**

Nxa!Ideletethemessageandgointhehouse.

Momiswashingthedishesandthrowsdaggers

withhereyesbutIgladlyacceptthem.Iam

pissedandtiredoftheworldthinkingthatIowe

itshit.

Sfiso

I'vebeenparkedoutsidetheapartmentfor

minutesnow.Ifeelsomuchanguishinmy

heartbutIknowthatthisneedstobedone.I

justwishtherewasaneasierwaytodoit.I

wishIcouldtextherandshe'llgetthemessage



andmoveon.Iamahorriblepersonanda

coward.Istringedheralongknowingverywell

thatwewillamounttonothing.

“You'reonemessedupdudeSfiso,nxa!”

IscreamatmyselfasIwaitoutsidethedoor.I

unlockthedoorandshe'swatchingTVwith

Nkanyezionherchest.Theloveshehasformy

offspringaddsontheguilt.Shesignalsmeto

keepquietandItakeoffmyjacketandhelp

takehimtobed.

Her:Wewaitedforyouyesterday.

Shesayswrappingherarmsaroundmefrom

theback.Iholdbothofthemandgentlyremove

them.



Me:IamsorryIcouldn'tleaveherwhenshe

waslikethat.

Her:Iunderstand.ShouldIdishupforyou,I

cookedyourfavourites.

Me:Weneedtotalk,wherearetheboys?

Her:They'replayinggamesinhisroom.Is

everythingokaywithLindiwe?

Me:She'swellbutthat'snotwhatIwantedto

talktoabout.ComeLet'ssitdown.

Her:You'rescaringme.



Itakeherhandandleadherbackintothe

lounge.Ikeeprubbingmyhandsandshe's

lookingatmelikesheknowsexactlywhat's

coming.

Me:IamsorryPulengItried.

Sheblinksandtearsfall,shewipesthemwith

herhand.Seeingherhurtlikethismakesme

feellikecrapbutrathernowthanlater.

Me:Ihaven'tbeenhonestwithyouandmyself.

Wedon'twantthesamethingsinthis

relationship.Iaminlovewithherandno

matterhowmuchItriedIfailedinforgetting

abouther.Iknowthissoundsclichébutit's

reallyme,Iammessedupandnothinggoodis

goingtocomeoutofthis.



Her:Didyousleepwithherlastnight?(Her

voiceiscracking)

Me:Ididn'tIpromise.

Her:Thenwhythesuddenchangeofheart.We

weregoodbeforeyesterday.Yousaidyouwere

fallinginlovewithme.

Me:AndIthoughtIwasbutseeingheragain

yesterdayawakenedfeelingsforherthatIhad

managedtodistractmyselffrom.You'rean

incrediblewomanPulengbut.

Her:ButIamnother.



Ishakemyheadindisagreement.

Her:Whydidyouhavetosellmethedreams

Sfiso?YouknewthatIwasfallingdeeperand

deeperandyetyoustillconvincedmethatyou'll

stickaround.MychildSfiso,wegotkids

involvedinthismessandforwhat,tonurse

yourbrokenheart?WhyletmeloveyoulikeIdo

ifyouknewyouweren'tready?Why?

ShetotallybreaksapartandIdon'tevenknow

howtoconsoleher.I'vebrokenalotofhearts

butthisisPulengandasmuchIdon'tloveher

thewayIshouldbutIstillrespectandcarefor

her.ThelastthingIwantedwastohurther.Isit

therestatuewhileshecriesherheartout.

“Dadiseverythingokay?"asksSiya.Puleng

hidesherfacewiththecouch.



Me:Hichamp.Everythingiscoolwe'rejust

havingadultconversation.PleasehelpJason

packhisthingsinthemeantime.

Jason:We'releaving?

Hesoundsdisappointed.

Me:Yesyourmomneedstoprepareyoufor

school.

Siya:Butdadit'salongweekend.

Me:Siyabonga!



Ireprimandhim,Jasonmumblessomething.

Me:What'sthatboy?

Jason:Can'tshestopruiningthingsforme?

firstitwasdadnowit'syou!Ihateyou!

Pulenglet'soutacryandJasonrunsupstairs

beforeIcanmakehimapologise.Thisisa

messysituation.Ittooksuchalongtimeforher

tobuildarelationshipwithJasonafterhis

fatherleftandnowhemightresentherforthis.

Her:Areyouhappynow?Mychildhatesme

nowbecauseyouwereselfishenoughtomake

himthinkthatyoucouldreplacehisfather.



Me:Nowthat'snotfair.

Her:Youwanttotalkaboutunfairness?Wasit

fairwhenIwarmedyourbedeverynight?Wasit

fairwhenIputmylifeonholdforyou?Wasit

fairwhenIwashedyourclothes,cleanedyour

house,tookallthehorriblesexdesires?Wasit

fairwhenIaskedyoutoletmegobutyousaid

youwerefallinginlovewithme?Wasitfairthat

Ihadtowatchyouclaimyourwifeinfrontof

crowds?WasitfairthatyouleftwithherandI

stilltookcareofyourkids?WasitfairwhenI

sleptaloneandyouwereinherbed?Wasitfair

Sfiso?Wasit?

Shekeepsnudgingmychestwithherfinger

witheverysyllablesheutters.Itakebothher

handsononeofmineandholdherasshe

keepscrying.Irubherbackuntilhercries



becomesilentandshepushesmeaway.I

watchherasshegoesupstairsandIthrow

myselfonthecouchwithmyhandscovering

myface.Itfeelsrighttolethergobutithurtsas

hell.Shedeservessomeonewho'sgoingtolove

herwhollyandthat'snotmenotwhenLynnis

theonlywomanresidinginmyheart.She's

occupiedeveryroomanddoesn'tseemtowant

tomoveout.

“Myuberwillbehereanymoment”

Ilookupandhereyesevenlookswollen.The

wayshe'slookingatmetellsmethatshe'lltake

mebackifIweretoscrapthiswholethingbut

thatwouldn'tberight.

Me:Iwasgoingtodriveyou.



Her:Let'snotprolongthis.

Me:WouldyouhavepreferredItoldyouwhen

wemarriedandhadkids?

Her:Iwouldhavepreferredyoustayedaway

fromme.Myrideishere.

Icarrytheirbagstothecar.Jasonisalsocrying

andItrytalkingtohimbuthe'savoidingme.I

openthedoorforthemandholdontoit.

Me:IamreallysorryPuleng

Her:SoamI.



Iwatchasthecarmovesawayandmyheart

shatters.Idon'tknowwheretogofromherebut

IknowthatIhadtostopallthesedistractions

andfacethereality.LimdiweleftmeandIam

stillhunguponher.She'shappywithanother

manandthatkillsmebutIcan'tdoanythingto

jeopardizeherhappiness.SoIguessI'vegotto

startteachingmyselfhowtolivewithouther.

Nkosinathi

DrivingawayfromherpainedmebutIamso

angryIdidn'twanthertobeatthereceivingend

soIwalkedaway.ThisthingwithSfisobothers

mebecauseit'sevidentthatshestillloveshim

butIknowshealsolovesme.Ijustwishshe

couldletgoofhim.

**Let'smeetatthebasement**It'satextfrom



Ace.

Ihaven'tbeeninthebasementforsolong.That

placecarriesmemoriesIwishIcoulddestroy.

It'swherethemerchandiseisbeing

manufacturedandaslaughterhouse.Iamnot

proudtocomefromafamilylikeminebut

they'vebeenthereformeinwaysunimaginable.

We'reacloseknitfamilywhichissomething

that'srareinmanyhouseholds.

Wecallitthe“basement"becauseit'sliterallyin

thebasementofoneofthecoverupcompanies

myfatherowns.Thisoneisapharmaceutical

company,theytradewithforeigncountries

medicationthatmightbescarceinSouthAfrica

viceversa,thetravelvisamakesiteasierto

smugglethingsinandout.



Ace:AahBafo.

HegreetsmeassoonasIcomeintosight.He's

waitingformeoutsidedad'soffice,it'satthe

topfloormakingyouoverseeeverythingthat’s

happeningatthegroundthroughthebigglass

window.Weshoulderhug.

Me:Whereishe?

Iamfuming.Ihavesomuchtensionandstress

Ihavetotakeitoutonsomeone.NormallyI

wouldjustpickupsomeloosechickandhave

mywaywiththembutwithLynninthepicture

I'vefoundotheralternatives.

Him:Don'tbeextrajustlistentohimfirst.



Igivehimthe"don'tgivemeshit"look.

Immediatelywhentheysaidweshouldmeet

hereIknewthathewasguilty.ItmeansLynn

wasright,he'soneofmenthatrapedher

motherandmolestedher.Mybloodboilsthe

moreIthinkaboutit.

Him:GreatnowI'llmissdinnerwithmywife.

Asambe.

Wegoupthestairsandfindmyuncle,dadand

mybrotherXolisittingaroundthetablewitha

bottleofwhiskey.Ididn'tevenknowthathe's

backinthecountrybutseeinghimhereismore

confirmationthatthatmyunclefuckendidit.

Xoli:Skhulusam.



Ipasshimanddragmyuncleacrossthetable

andstartpunchinghim.Nooneisstoppingus

infactIthinktheirdrinkingtheirwhiskey.He's

notfightingbackandthatjustfuelsmyanger,I

needhimtomanup,Ineedforhimtodowhat

hedidtoLynn,Ineedmorereasontokillhim.I

lethimgoandcockthegunIjusttookfromthe

table.

Dad:That'senough!Nkosinathiangeke

ngikhuzefuthi!

HeroarsbutIcan'thearanything,Iamsolely

focusedonthemonsterinfrontofme.

Ace:Haibafolet'stalkaboutthis.

Me:Herapedamotherinfrontofherdaughter.



Hefuckenputhisdickintomyheart'smouth.

Hetorturedthemforhoursandleftthem

broken.There'snothingtotalkabout.Don'ttell

menottokillhim.Whatwouldyoudoifhethat

toAmanda?

Ace:Iwouldkillhimbafowithoutanyhesitation.

Dad:Mthokozisiyou'renothelpingthesituation.

Hemovesaway,throwshishandsintheairand

joinsmydadonthetable.

Me:Howdiditfeeldoingthattotwohelpless

humanbeings?

Him:Itfeltgreat!Bestsexinmylife.



Dad:Don'tenticehimMzwandile.

Him:Nobhuti!Lethimkillmeandseewho's

goingtotaketheblameforhimthistime

around.Killmeyou'vedoneitbeforemoos.

Me:Ididn'taskyoutopleadguilty.

Him:Youdidn'thaveto.You'remynephewand

15yearsinprisonwouldhavekilledyouandso

IdiditfortheloveIhaveforyoubutwhatare

yougivingmeinreturn,aplateofshitforsome

bitchyou'vejustmet.

Ipullthetriggeranditjustclicks,it'sfucken

empty.ButIdon'tstopIguessinmymindIam

killinghimasIstepcloserandclosertohim.



He'slaughinghislungsout.Itamuseshimto

havecausedsomuchturmoil.He'snothuman.

HemighthaverescuedmeandI'llforeverbe

gratefulbutIdon'twanthiminmylife.Ifinally

reachhimandwe'reinchesawayfromeach

otherthatIcanfeelhisbreathfanmyface.

Me:Iamgivingyouexactlythreedaystoget

yourshitandleavethecountryorI'llkillyouand

that'sapromise.

Idropthegunandleavethemintheoffice.Iam

hardlywalking.IfeellikeIamfloating,Iamin

autopilot.Mythoughtsaretooloud.He's

broughtbackmemoriesIhaven'tthoughtabout

inyears.MemoriesthatI'vemanagedtobury

andsuppressatthebackofmymind.

WhenIwasabouttenyearsoldIkilledthe



neighbour’sdaughter,Minkie.Isaidtoherwe

wereplayingagameandItiedherarms,Iblind

foldedherandthenIstartedshovingmyfingers

inhervagina,atfirstsheenjoyeditbutthenI

startedbecomingtooroughwithher,I

rememberstranglingherandthentherestisa

mystery.NextthingIrememberiswakingupat

mygrandmother'shouseandIneverwentback

home.Acoupleofmonthslatermyunclewas

beingtrialledforthemurderofthegirl.

Ifeelinatrance,Iamdizzy,Iamtremblingand

acryingmess.Myheartisbeatingwaybeyond

normalrate.Iclenchtothesteeringwheelas

bitsofmemoriesofwhattranspiredinthat

basementflashinmymind.Ihearher

screamingformetostop,shesounds

frightened,she'skickingandscratchingmebut

Ijustkeepondoing.Ifelttranquil.Ienjoyedit.I

amhavingapanicattackandIfeelXolipulling



meoutthecarandscreamingforAcetohurry

withthewaterandit'slightsout.

Insert21

Zipho

Thedrivetothehospitalwasfilledwithsilence

butforsomereasonNtokozowasinhighspirits.

Heseemedhappylikehewonlotteryor

something.HewentpastStarBucksandgot

himselfcoffeebuthedidn'tbothergettingmea

cup.Itwasn'tuntilhestarteddrivingthati

askedhimaboutmycup.

"Oh,cheeseguydidn'tgiveyouanycoffee?"he

askedlookingatmethroughtherearmirrorand

ididnotanswerhim.Hechuckledandstepped



onthegasevenmore.

"IthoughthatseeingthatheisMrstylishhe

wouldgiveyouyourcoffeebutthenagainiam

thinkingtomyselfyourHighness.Doyouwant

toknowwhatisitthatiamthinking?"ishook

myheadandhechuckled.

"Ohwelliwilltellyouanyways,hedoesn'tknow

thatyoulikeyouveryhotandsweetcoffeewith

adashofwhippedcreameverymorning.How

youlickthecreamoffyourlipseverytimelike

it'syourfavouritethingtodo.Ibethegaveyou

breakfastandiknowforafactthatyouarenita

fanoftoastandeggsbutitwasonthemenu

right?"ilookedaway,damnithehadmeall

figuredoutandsomehowthatmademehappy

insidebuticouldnotshowhimthatitmademe

happy.Hekeptquietafterthatbuticouldsee



thathestillhadasmirkonhisfacebeforehe

stoppedatthetrafficlight.Hehandedmeacup

written"HisRoyalHighness"damnithewas

beingextrathismorningandicannotsaythati

didnotlikeit.

Itookmyfirstsipandigroaned,justthewayi

likedit.JustthewayZinhlemadeitformeat

home,ipausedmidwaymycoffeewhenmy

mindfloodedwiththoughtsofher.Ikept

prayingthatshepullsthroughandthatshe

comesbacktoussafeandsound.

"Shewillbeokay,trustmeZipho.Youjustneed

tobestrongforherandshewillmakeitbackto

you"butwhycan'tNkonzotalktomelikethis,

Ntokozo'svoicewasniceandsoothing.

"Thankyou"icontinueddrinkingmycoffeeand



innotimewehadarrivedatthehospital.I

startedgettingoutofthecarwhenthedoors

locked.IlookedatNtokozoandhesmiled.He

gotoutthecarandcametoopenmydoor

whichmademerollmyeyes.Hetrappedmein

betweentheopeneddoorandhisnicesmelling

body.

"Youhaveawhippedcreammoustacheright

here"hepointedatmyupperlipandistarted

wipingitoffbutheheldmyhandtohisvery

warmhand.

“Methinksyouwantmelickingitoffforyou"

andthatiswheniranmytongueoverit,he

groanedandpushedmegently.Ithoughthathe

wasgoingtolaymeonthesitanddevourme

buthewasreachingformyphone.



"Iwouldn’twantyoumissinganycallsfrom

cheeseboy.Callmeifyouneedme,iwillbe

rightoutside"hehandedmemyphoneand

movedoutoftheway.Iwasreallydisappointed

butthenisnappedoutofit,hewasmydriver.

Myheadofsecurity,hehasbeenforayearnow.

Hewas24yearsoldandhelookedreallynicei

cannotlie.Iwalkedtowardsthehospital

entrancebutiturnedbeforewalkingin.Hewas

standingbythecarstaringatmewithhandsin

hispockets.Istoppedstaringandwalkedinside

thehospitalshakingmyhead.Ifoundmyfamily

alreadytherebuttheywereinthepreviousday's

clothes.Momcametomeassoonasshesaw

me.Shepulledmeinforahugandmyheart

skippedabeat.

"Whathappened?"itriedtogethertotalkbut

shejustheldon.Okaywhathappened,ilooked

aroundandSizihadagrinonhisface.istarted



relaxingabitbuttensedagainbecauseididnot

sleepathomelastnight.

"Iamhappyyouarehere,fromtodayonwardsi

willmakesurethatyouguysknowhowmuch

youarelovedbyme"shepulledbackand

kissedmylipslightly.Ismiledandhuggedher

again,iwasrelievedthatshedidnotaskme

whereiwaslastnight.ItookasitnexttoSizi

andhelaughed.

"Youshouldhaveseenyourface;younearlyshit

onyourpants.isowantedtotakeapictureof

that"helaughedandeveryonelookedathim,

thatshuthimup.Wesatinthewaitingroomthe

wholemorninganduncleSanelekeptchecking

onher.Grandmacametothehospitalwithfood

andweate.Idecidedtodishupsomefoodto

taketoNtokozo,donotlookatmethatway.Its



somethingthatialwaysdo.Ipackedforthe

otherguysaswellandtookthefoodtothem.

Ntokozowasstandingnotsofarfromthecar

withthisprettywomanandyoucouldseethat

hewasenjoyingtheconversationsoiwentpast

themandgavethefoodtooneoftheguys.I

turnedaroundandNtokozowasrightatmy

face.Itriedgoingaroundhimbuthewouldn't

budge.

"Dudegetoutofmyway,icametogiveyou

guysfood.Leftitwiththeguys"henoddedand

lookedbehindme.Iheardmovementandthen

afterthattherewassilence.

"Whyareyoumad,iseverythingokaywithyour

sister?"hiseyessoftenedandmyheartpained

alittlesinceNkonzohasn'tcalledsince

morning.



“Shewillpullthrough,allcandonowiswait"i

triedtoleavebutheheldmyhand.

"What’stherush?"hisbreathfannedmyface

andiclosedmyeyes.Wheniopenedthemi

lookedoverhisshoulderandsawthewoman

thathewasspeakingwithglaringatme.

"Youwomanisglaringatme,soitwouldbe

bestofyouletmegoplease"hechuckledand

movedcloserstillandibackedawayalittle.

"Onedayyouaregoingtohavetostoprunning

fromme,okay?"inoddedandheletmepass.I

walkedpasthiswomanandshescoffed,likei

didn’tcare.ihadmyNkonzo.

Thedaypassedandtherewasachangein



NothilebutZinhlewasstillinacoma,that

frustratedmeandNkonzotriedtobetherefor

me.Hewasalwaysbusythough.Ntokozowas

alwaysherebutheseemedtobegettingcloser

andcloserwithhisfemalefriend.Itwasn'tuntil

onemorningwhenweweredrivingtothe

hospitalthatiheardthattheyhadslepttogether.

howiheardthisishow.

Hewasbusyplayinghishiphopmusicandthen

hisphonerang,itwasconnectedtothecar

speakersandheanswered.

"Heybaby,youleftsoearlylastnight.Iwas

reallyhopingthatyouwouldworkmybody

againbeforeleaving"iheardhicusslowlyandi

smiled,deepdownithurtalittle,whyidonot

knowbecauseihadNkonzo.

"IhadtogofetchZiphoplusiaminthecar



rightnowwithhim"hesaidincoolbutstern

voice.

"Oh,ohheyYourhighness"shesaiditso

sarcasticallythatiwouldhavetakenhereyes

outifshewashere.

"Hellodear"ifthereisonethingthatiknow,i

knowthatmostwomenhatebeingcalleddear.

"Iwillcallyoubackwhenyouhaveless

companybaby"shehungupandichuckled

shakingmyhead.Hedidn’tevenplyhismusic

again.Wewerejustsilent.Wegottothe

hospitalandhedidnotletmeout.

"TellmewhattodoZiphobecauseyouhave

cheeseboyandsheistheretopasstime.What

isitthatyouwant?"iwasveryhurtsowhati



saidpleasedonotblameme.

"Whatiwantisforyoutoopenthedoor,doyour

jobandishallbehappy"hejerkedbackabit

andnodded.

"Ohokay,myapologies"hegotoutthecarandi

wantedtokickmybitchyass.Heopenedmy

doorabuttrappedmeinagain.

"Iwillacceptthatyoursisterisinhereandthat

youarestressedout,iwillalsoacceptthecall

wasinappropriatebutknowonething,every

nightwhenidropyouoffathisplaceithurts

justlikethatorevenworsebecauseidonot

knowwhatishedoingtoyou.Ifeelyouslipping

throughmyfingerseverydaysotellmenow

Zipho,shouldicontinuewithheroryouare

goingtogiveusachance"iwasaboutto



answerhimwhenheshutmeupwithhisfinger

overmymouth.

"Iamnotaskingyoutochoosebetweenmeand

cheeseboy,hewillleaveonhisownbutalliam

askingisforachancetoshowyouhowgoodit

canbebetweenus"iclearedmythroatandwet

mylips,nowthatwasaverybigmistake

becausemytonguetouchedhisfinger.He

groanedandlookedheavenwardbefore

cuppingmyface.Heinchedcloseruntilourlips

werealmosttouching,hewaswaitingformeto

seewhowouldtakethenextstepandbitch

Ziphowentforthekissandihavetotellyou,

thekisswasearthshakingsomuchthathe

pulledawayfrommymouthandkissedme

downtomyneck,iwaspantinglikeabitchand

myhandwereroamingalloverhisback.Iwas

enjoyingthatsomuchandwhenSiziinterrupted

usiwantedtodie.



"ThatlooksveryhotbutZinhleisawakedude

come"helaughedaftersayingthat.Ntokozo

andislowlypulledapart.

"Ididnotmeancumcumbutijustmeantcome

inside"helaughedlouderandwebothturnedto

lookathim.

"Don’tcomeinsidehimbutyouareneeded

insideZipho"heturnedandwalkedaway

laughing,fuckinidiot.IlookedatNtokozoand

hewaslookingatmeclosely.

"Iamcallingitoffwithherbutineedyoutodo

somethingforme"herubbedmycheekgently

andisighed,damnithemademedothings

thatiwasnotusedto.



"Tellcheeseboythatthegamehaschanged,

tellhimisaidmaythebestmanwin"hekissed

myneckagainandgotoutoftheway,Mybody

wasonfire.Iwalkedslowlytowardsthe

entrancebutinearlydroppedonthefloorwhen

iheardNkonzocallingmyname,morelikehe

barkedinatiknewthatiwasindeepshit

becausehewouldnotlookthatmadifhehad

notseenanything.Hegottowhereiwasand

threwmyphoneatme.

"Youforgotyourphone"heturnedandstarted

walkingawaybutstopped,

"Ibelieveyouhaveamessageforme"hiseyes

werefilledwithrage.



"Maythebestmanwin"hisfacegotredandhe

turnedwalkingaway.IlookedoveratNkonzo

andhewinked,iwasfvked.

Chapter22

Lindiwe

“Idon'tknowwhattodoLynn.Everythingisa

mess.Idon'tknowwhyshehadtobeselfish.I

ampregnantforgodsakes.Idon'tneedthis,

she'sselfish,shetooktheeasywayandnow

whatamIsupposedtodo?WhatdoItell

Lwandle?Siyabonga?Ihateher!”

Me:IamsosorryfriendIdon'tevenknowhow

tohelp.IwishIcouldtakethepainawaybut

shedidwhatshethoughtwasbestatthetime.I

amjustsadwecouldn'tdoanythingtohelpher



orpreventthiswhenthetimeallowed.

Her:WhatwouldhavehappenedifSfisodidn't

decidetogotoherthatafternoon?Iwouldbe

planningafuneralnow.

ShecontinuestowailwhileIbrushherback,

we'reintheICUwardwithMomandJake.He

seemsuninterestedandindifferent,hehasn't

evenmadeefforttocomfortLeratoit'slikehe’s

forcedtobehere.

Mom:It'snotoveruntilGodsaysit'sovermy

angelaslongasherheartbeatsthenwekeep

onpraying.

Her:YouknowIspoketoherthedaybefore

shedidthis,whydidn'tshetellmeanything?I



amsuchahorribledaughter,Iampsychologist

butIdidn'ttryhardtomakesurethatshewas

well.Ineglectedherwhensheneededmethe

most.

Mom:Don'tbetoohardonyourselfLerato.No

oneknewwhatwentthroughyourmother's

mind,sheputupaverygoodfront,shealways

hadanimagetoupholdthat'swhywemissed

thesigns.

Jakeexcuseshimselfclearlyirritatedbybeing

aroundthissituation.Iwonderwhat'seating

himuporisthishiswayofhandlingthepain?

Her:CouldyougocheckuponSfiso?

Shesayslookingatmewithredandswollen



eyes.

Me:Can'tmomandJakegopastthere?

Momshakesherheadindisagreement.

Mom:Wecan't,yourdadisnotfeelingwellandI

thinkSfisoisgoingtoneedsomeonethat's

goingtocomforthim.

Iscratchmyheadandtrytogetoutofthis.I

don'tthinkit'sagoodideaformanyobvious

reasonsplusIhaveadinnerdatewith

Nkosinathi.

Me:Uhmm.Idon'tknowifIamtherightperson.



Her:PleaseLynnhe'snotansweringmycalls,

Luyandaisonlycomingbacktonight,Ihaveno

onetomakesurehe'sokayandIdon'twanthim

doinganythingstupid.

Me:IguessIcouldpassbythereonmyway

home.

Her:Thankyou.

ShehasLucy'shandinhers,she'sinacoma

andthat'sbecauseSfisofoundherhoursafter

sheingestedthepills.Ifhehadn'tfoundherat

thatmomentwewouldbeorganisingafuneral.

Herairwaysbecameblockedandherlungs

stoppedfunctioningduetotheheavydose

luckilySfisoknewwhattodobutshe'sstillin

badcondition.IkissLee'sforeheadandgive

heronelasthugbeforeIleavetheroom.Mom



followsmeoutside.

Mom:Areyougoingtohim?

Me:Macanwepleasenotfightnotnowandnot

here.Leealmostlosthermotherdoesn'tthat

showthatlifeistooshorttoharbouranger.

Mom:You'rerightlifeistooshorttofightthat's

whyIamdonewarningyouaboutthatboy.It's

yourlifeMalindiandI'llbeherewhenhestarts

showingwhoheis.

Me:Mahe'snotlikehe'sfamily.

Mom:Iprayeverynightthatmyinstinctsare

wrongbaby.



Sheturnsandleavesmewithsomuchtothink

about.It'sbeenabattlethesepastthree

months.Nkosipromisedtoleavethefamily

businessbutIdon'tthinkhehasstoppedand

it'sputtingsomuchstrainonourrelationship.

He'salsopressurisingmetomeethisfamily

andgettoknowthempersonallyandIcan't

becauseIhonestlyhatethem.Hisuncleleftthe

countryandIhaven'tseenhimeversincethat

weekendbuthehaslefthismark.Ioftenhave

nightmaresabouthimcomingaftermebutI

quicklybrushthemoffformyownsanity.

•

•

•

Iparkoutsidetheapartmentbuilding.Icheck

myselfinthemirrorandIfeelnervousallofa

sudden.Ihaven'tseenSfisoinalongtime.



Latelyheparksoutsidethehouseand

communicateswithmethroughSiyawhenhe's

comingtofetchhisboys.It'sbeenworkingfor

theprogressofmyheart.Istillhavemykeys

fromwhenIusedtolivehere.

IopenthedoorandIamhitbyahorriblestench.

Iwalkinandtheplaceisdark,thecurtainsare

shut,boxesandplasticsoftakeaways,bottles

ofbeersandIthinkvomit,it'shorrible.Itakeoff

myheelsandgettocleaning,Idon'tknowwhy

it'sthefirstthingIdobutIguessit'smy

maternalinstincts.Anhourorsolatertheplace

isbetterthanIhadfoundit.Iwalkupstairsstill

barefoottofindhim,Iknowtoowellthathe's

asleep.Iopenthewindowstoletinsomelight

andfreshair,atleastthereisn'tmuchdamage

inhere.



Me:Sfiso.

Ishakehim,myheartsinkswhenhedoesn't

respondbutIrefusetopanicsoItryafewmore

timeswitharoughhand.

Me:SFISO!

Heopenshiseyesandtearsfleeout.Hislips

trembleashetriestopushthetearsback.Isit

onthebednexttohimandplacehisheadon

mythighs.Everythingissilentexcepthislow

sobsandIkeepbrushinghisheadtolethim

knowIamhere.

Sfiso



Myheartisswollenwithregret,shameandhurt.

Ineglectedherwhensheneededmethemost,I

pretendedlikeshedidn'texistandrefusedto

forgiveherforthelittlewrongshedidinmylife.

IjudgedhertoharshlyandnowIcouldnever

hearherlaugh,her“Iloveyou”,hervoiceand

gettotellherIamsorryandIhaveforgivenher.

IfIdidn'tgothatday,Idon'tknowhowIwould

havelivedwithmyself.SomethingsaidIshould

passbyherinsteadofgoingtotherestaurant.I

foundherlyingtherelifelesswiththecapof

pillslyingbyherside.Itriedtoresuscitateher

formorethan15minutesandI'veneverbeen

soterrifiedinmylife.IactuallythoughtIhad

lostheruntilIfeltapulseandIrememberjust

fallingdownandcryingbeforetheambulance

arrived.Ihaven'tbeentothehospitaleversince

shegotadmitted,Iguessit'stheguiltofbeing

thereforherwhenshe'sunconsciouswhenI've



failedtobetherewhensheneededme.

Lindiwe:HowaboutyougotakeashowerandI

cleanaroundhereandcook.

Inodandgetoutofbed.It'sbeenoveramonth

sinceI'veseenherandIstillcan'tbelieveshe

came.HonestlyIhavegivenuponuseverbeing

together.SheseemedhappyandIdidn'twant

tointerferewiththatandmytherapist,DrSinai,

encouragedmetolearntobecontenteven

whenthingsdon'tgomyway.Ijustletthewater

dothemost,Ihaven'tshoweredintwodaysand

itfeelsgoodtobecleansed.Ilookatherdoing

herthing,she'swearingthosetightdresses

withalongzipattheback,she'sbarefootand

hastiedherweavewitharibbon.

Her:Staringisrudeyouknow.



Shesaysstilllookingaway.

Me:Iknowyousaidyoudon'twantustobe

aroundeachotherbutIamthankfulyoumade

thesacrifice.

Her:Iwanttobehere.

Sheturnsaroundandhereyesrevivemyheart.I

aminfrontofherinasplitsecondandbrushing

herlips.Icansensethatshe'snervousabout

beingsoclosetomeandsoamI.Mykneesare

shakingandmymembergrowingwithevery

breathItake.Icupherfaceandbringherclose

tomyface.

Me:Ineedtokissyou.



She'sstatue,hereyesarefixedonmine,Igoin

forthekissandpartherlipswithmytongue.I

missedthemsomuch,herlips,they'resoftand

moist.She'smakingsoundsthatmybodyis

failingtoignore.Ipushmybodyhardagainst

hersandshereleasesfeeblesoundsthatjust

enticemythirstforher.

Her:SfisoIcan't.

Me:Iknow.

Igobacktothekissing,it'smorerushedand

hungrythistime.Herhandsareallovermy

body,Iclaspherbuttandleverherupsothat

herlegsareoneithersideofmywaist.My

towelhasdroppedasIlayheronthebed.Her



eyesareclosedallthetimeIamsuckingonher

nipples.Idon'tknowwhathappenedtoher

dressbutshe'sonlyleftinherunderwear.She

looksdelicateandunderaspell,she'smoaning

louderandlouderasmyfingerstakeatourin

hervagina.Ikeepflickeringherclitwithtwoof

myfingersinsideher,shepullsmeclosertoher

andIknowshe'sabouttohithome,Igoeven

fasterandshereleasesallherjuicesonmy

hand.Ilickmyfingerscleanandcomebackto

herface.Hereyesaretearyasshelooksinto

mine.

Me:OnceIstartIdon'tthinkIwillbeableto

stop.

Irubthetipofmypenisonherdripping

entrance.Ifitwereunderdifferent

circumstancesIwouldn'tevenaskorwarnher



butIneedtomakesurethisiswhatshewants.

Sheopensherlegswiderandwrapsthem

aroundmywaistpushingmein.Isoftlyenter

herandIaminanotherworld.ParadiseIthink

becausesomuchpleasuredoesn'texiston

earth.She'stightandmoistandperfect.Imiss

beingonewithher,Imisshergrippingonmy

backlikeIamherlifeline.Imisstheweak

soundsshe'smakingandherbitingmyneck

whenIgodeeper.ImissusjustbeingSfisoand

Lindiwe,nodistractions,nopain,no

complications,noheartbreaks,justtwosouls

mouldedtogetherinlove,twoheartsthatare

meanttobe.IfeelarushthroughmybodyandI

spillallmyloveintoher.Sheholdsontomelike

thatforwhatfeelslikeforeverandwith

everythinghappeninginmylifeIwouldn'twish

tobeanywhereelseexceptinthesetinyarms

andsoftbreasts.



Lindiwe

MyeyesfeelheavyasIforcethemtoopen.The

roomiscompletelydarkandmyheartsinks.I

wassupposetomeetwithNkosiat6:30pmfor

dinnerathisrestaurant.Ireachformyphone

withsweatypalms,it'sgoingto8pm.Wemust

havepassedoutafterthatincrediblebonding

session.IneverthoughtIcouldmisscumbut

beingwithNkosihasmadememissthethings

thatcomewithnormalsex.We'vetried,Ithink

twomoretimesbuttheresultsarethesame,

thetorture,thepainandheneverreachesan

orgasm.Thelasttimewastheworstbecause

wedidn'tevengettopenetrationandItapped

out.Itrytomoveawayfromhimbuthepulls

meback.

Him:Whereareyougoing?



Me:IneedtoleaveSfiso.

Him:Stay.

Me:IwishIcouldbut.

HimIloveyousomuchandIwantyouback.

Thosewordscreatesglittersinmyheart.Iwant

tosay"IloveyoutooandIwantyoutocome

backhome"butIamafraidofthe

consequencesofthatresponse.

Him:Youdon'thavetosayanythingbutI've

beenmeaningtosayit,Ijustdidn'tknowhow

andwhenbutIneverstoppedlovingyou.Ileft



Puleng.

Me:Siyatoldme.

Him:Ijustcouldn'tcontinuewithherknowing

thatmyheartbelongstoyou.

I'veturnedtolookathimbecauseIknowhis

eyesalwaysgiveshimawaywhetherhe's

genuineornotandrightnowthey'relookingat

meexactlyliketheydidwhenwesaid“Ido".He

leansforakissandwehaveanothersteamy

session.Thewayhehandlesmybodyis

unbelievable,Ifeellikeanexpensiveornament

inhisarms,histouchesandstrokesaregentle,

fullofaffectionandlove.

•

•



•

Me:IrequestedUbereatsanditwillbeherein

lessthan45.Doyouhavecash?

Him:Idobutdoyouhavetoleave?

Me:Imustleave,wewilltalktomorrowand

pleasegoseeyourmom.Leeisheavily

pregnantandyouknowhowsheis,sheneeds

yoursupportandstopdrinking.She'sstillalive

Sfisountilthosemachinesstopbeepingthen

youremainstrong,pickyourselfupandgosave

yourmother'slife.

Him:Shit!Ijustbecamearoused.

Me:Mxm!LockupIamout.



Hepullsmeonemoretimeandpecksmylips.

Him:Thankyou.

IkisshimbackandhedeepensthekissbutI

quicklyescapehisembrace.Icallthe

restaurantassoonasIgetintomycar,theysay

helefttwohoursagoandsoIdrivetohishouse.

ItexthimthatIwillbethereinhalfanhour

althoughIknowthatthedistancefromhereto

thereit'smorethanthattime.Iamjustgoingto

comecleanwithhimaboutmyfeelingsfor

Sfiso.Ican'tkeeppretendingthatmylovefor

himvanishedwhenIknowverywellwhatmy

heartwants.It'snotfaironNkosiandour

relationship.



Nkosi

Iampacingupanddowninmylivingroom.

Lynntextedmehalfandhouragoandsaid

she'scomingoverher.Shemissedourfucken

dateandthesecurityguardIbribedatSfiso's

apartmenttoldmethatshe'sbeenthereforfour

hours.IamfumingbecauseIclearlytoldherto

stayawayfromhim.Idon'tgetwomen,they

stayfortheonesthatbreaktheirheartandhurt

theonesthatlovethem.

MygrandmotherhasbeencallingmebutIdon't

wanttopickupbecauseIknowwhatshe's

goingtosay.IreceiveavoicemailalertandI

listentoit.

“Nkosinathidrinktheherbsmfanawami.Don't

letitbeatyouSibalukhulu,you'regreaterthan



thebeastinsideofyou.FightitDlamini,drink

theherbsandI'llbetheresoon"she'spanicking

andIdon'tblameher.

She'sabletotellthingsbeforetheyhappenand

Iknowsheknowsmystateofmindatthispoint.

Ihaven'tbeendrinkingtheherbsbecauseIwant

tofeelsomething,they'vebeenrestrainingme

andIjustwanttofeelaliveforawhile.Ican

hearhercarpullupandmyangerincreases

whenshecomesintosight.Shesmellslike

she'sshoweredandIknowwhatthatmeans.

Me:Wozala!

Iroar.Shemovestomesteadily,Ithinkshecan

seethefireandrageinmyeyes.



Her:NkosiIcanexplain.Ilosttrackoftimeand

beforeIknewit.

Islaphersohardshehitstheground.Istart

kickingherintheabdomen“youneverbruisea

woman'sface"myfatherusedtosay,soIspare

herface.She'sscreamingforhelpbutnooneis

goingtohearherasthishouseissoundproof.

Me:Ifuckenlovedyou!IgaveupwhoIwasfor

you.Iwaspatientwithyoubutyouwantthe

pain.Youcan'tdealwiththeloveIamgiving

yousoyouarewhoringaround.Sellingyourself

cheaptohimwhenhehurtyouandIcomforted

you.Ialmostgaveupmyfamilyforyou.Iloved

yourkids,damagedasyouwereIwasstill

wilingtoloveyoubutyouareanungrateful

pieceofshit.



IchortleandIcannotbelievethatIalmostlost

everythingIeverknewbecauseofher.Iactually

forasecondthoughtshelovedmeandshe

chosemebutlikeallofthemtheycan'thandle

mylove.It'stoomuchforthem,weaklings.I

unbucklemytrousersandcarryhertodining

roomtable.

Me:Youwantmetocumforyou.

Her:Pleasestop.Iamsorry!Iamsorry!

She'sshakingandhersobsunheard.Idon't

darepenetrateherbecauseshe'sdefiledherself

withhissperm.SoIplacemypenisinbetween

herthighsandstartmoving.Iplacemyhands

aroundherneckandchokeher.Herscreaming

andfightingturnsmeonandsoonIhavethe

bestorgasmever.She'sunresponsivebutshe



stillhasapulse.Ipickupmytrousersfromthe

floorthesametimemygrandmotherenters

screamingandrecitingsomespellsandI

blackout.

Dotherightthing

Chapter23

Nkosinathi

Ace:Thesethingsdon'tworkanylongerIdon't

knowwhyyou'rebeingstubbornaboutthiswe

needtohavehimadmitted.

Dad:StopitMthokozisi!Yourgrandmother

knowswhattodo.Iamnothavingmyson

lockedupinalooneybin.



Grandma:Idon'tthinkIcancontainitanymore,

he'sfeedingitwithallthisangerandanxietyhe

carries.Ithinktheancestorshavealso

abandonedhim.

Mom:That'snonsense!He'saspecialboybut

hehasaweakhealerweshouldgethim

someonestrongerandmorepowerful.

Xoli:Mastopit!IalsoagreewithMthokozisiwe

can'tkeepcleaninguphismess.Howmany

bodiesuntilweacknowledgethathehasa

problem?

TheyallthinkIamasleep.I'vetriedtoopenmy

eyesinvainbecauseofthisthrobbing

headacheIhave,theoutcomeoftheepisodeI



hadearlier.Youmightbewonderingwhat

they'retalkingabout?Welltheycallitabeast

butthecorrectmedicaltermisBorderline

PersonalityDisorderwithpsychosis.Afterthe

attackonthegirltheytookmetoatherapist

andIwasdiagnosedwiththat.Thedoctorsaid

itwasaresultofsomethingdisturbingthathad

occurredinmychildhoodandcalledsocial

servicesafterItoldherthethingsthatmyuncle

usedtomakemedo.That'showIwas

prohibitedfromeverseekinghelpinsteadthey

usedmygrandmother'sgiftofhealingtowork

onthis“beast"astheycallit.

BPDisamentalillnessorapersonalitydisorder

thataffectsthewayyouinteractorperceivethe

relationshipsyouhavewithotherpeople.You're

alwaysanxiousaboutpeopleabandoningyou,

andwoulddoanythingtostopthatfrom

happening.Youhaveveryintenseemotionsthat



lastfromafewhourstoafewdaysandcan

changequickly.Youactimpulsivelyanddo

thingsthatcouldharmyouorthepeoplearound

you.Thepsychosisthatcomeswithitaddtothe

burdenofthissickness.Theblackoutsarethe

worstbecauseyourbrainfeelsfoggedandthe

bitofpiecesofmemoriesyoutrytogather

causesomuchconfusion.Ialwaystrymybest

tocontainitandtheherbshelpbuttheymake

mefeellesshumanandmorelikearobot

becauseIamnotbeingtruetowhoIam.

WhenIwasyoungIrememberhowmydadand

uncleusedtowatchpornwithusespecially

bondageporn.Iwasabouteightyearsoldwhen

heboughtmeapornmagazineandhesaidthe

feelingsIgetfromthatwillshowifIwasaman

ornot.WhenIturnedtentheytookalltheboys

tothebrothelandwewatchedastheystripped,

torturedandrapedthegirlsthere.Iwasaroused



byallofthatespeciallythegirlthatpassedout

duringtheencounter.Thatmemoryistheonly

thingthatstillgetsmetoreachanorgasmeven

tothisday.

IknowIexperiencedanotherepisodeyesterday

butIcannotrememberexactlywhathappened

butIknowthatithadsomethingtodowith

Lynn.MyheartsinksasIgetaflashbackofhow

angryIwaswhenIleftthatrestaurant.Iwas

readytokillher.

“OhJesusIhopeIdidn'thurther.Iwouldnever

forgivemyself"

Ipushmyeyestoopenandluckilytheblinds

areclosed.Iamlyingonthebedinmyroom

andeveryoneisgatheredaroundmybed.They

arelookingatmewithsomuchsadnessand



pityintheireyes.It'sonlymyimmediatefamily

thatknowsaboutthis“beast"Ihave.

Ace:Bafoyouscaredus.Ogrand?

Me:Water!

Myvoiceisscratchyandmythroatfeelsdry.

XoliquicklyhandsmeabottleandIgulpit

downinonego.

Mom:Myboy.Howareyoufeeling?

Shebrushesmycheekandlocksherhandwith

mine.

Me:WhathappenedtoLynn?Issheokay?



Xoli:Youdon'trememberwhathappened?

Ishakemyheadandtrytositupbutmom

restrictsme.

Mom:Don't!Youneedtorest.

Me:Iaskedyouaquestion.(theykeepsilent

andthatcanonlyindicatetheworst)Answerme

damnitwhere'sisshe?

IfeelfranticandIthinkIamhavinganother

episode.AceandXolirestrainmeasGogo

burnshermuthi.IfeelweakanddizzyandIcan

heartheirvoicesfromadistant.



Gogo:Ngizamilemntanambuthe'sfargone.I

amwashingmyhandsDlaminithisisbeyond

me.

IneedtoknowwhathappenedtoLynnbutmy

bodyandmindaretoofrailtothinkthatfarsoI

letgoandletmymindrestasIamsweptaway

tosleep.

Lindiwe

Mybodyisinunimaginablepain.Ifeellikethe

worldandGodhasdesertedme.Howdoesone

persongothroughsomuchpaininonelifetime

unlessifthecreatorisfed-up.Hedoesn'tlove

me.Whatkindofloveisthis?WhereIam

constantlyinabattle.WhereIcannevercatcha

breakfromturmoil.It'shatredandsomekindof

tortureforsomethingIdon'tknowIdid.



IaminahospitalbutIknowit'snottheoneI

workat.Iopenmyeyesandlookaround,they

stingduetothelightbutIforcethemopen.

Therearemetbytwopairsofeyes,they're

wearingpoliceuniformandthenthedoctor

emergessoon.

Her:We'resohappyyou'reawake.Howdoyou

feel?

Shewavesthelightinmyeyestocheckifmy

pupilsareactiveandIguessshe'ssatisfiedas

shemovestomychestandreadsmyvitals.

Me:WhereamI?

IcoughroughlywhenIattempttotalk,Ithinkits



fromthechoking.Justthinkingaboutthewhole

ordealmakesmewanttorunawayfrommy

ownbody,Ifeeldisgustingandbesidesmyself.

WhydidNkosihurtmesomuchwhenItrusted

himdearly?Iwillneverforgettheaversionthat

wasflowingthroughhisface,hiseyeswerethat

ofakiller,cold,mercilessandfearless.He

destroyedmewhenIwasjustmakingprogress

andIhatehimforit.Shequicklygivesmeasip

ofthewaterandadjustmybedup.Ihave

bandagesaroundmyabdomenandIthinkI

haveabrokenribbecauseofthepainIfeel

whenIattempttotalkorwhenIcough.

Her:You'reinStMartin'shospitalinSandston.

Youwereinvolvedinacarhijackluckilythey

didn'tkillyoubutthecarisgone.Canyoutell

meyourname?



Me:LindiweLephoto,IamadoctoratStLucia

hospital.Whobroughtmehere?

Ipushthroughthecroakinessanddrynessof

myvoice.

Her:Iwillgetyourrecordsfromthedatabase

andcontactyourfamily.Alovelyladybrought

youherelastnightandshesaidshefoundyou

onthealleybythehighwayandshepulledover

anddroveyouhere.Youwereveryfortunate

becauseyoualmostdidn'tmakeit.Youwere

barelyalivewhenyougothere,Godreallyloves

you.

SoNkosibeatmetoapulp,rapedmeandthen

tossedmelikeadump.Ifeelmyheartbeat

hastilyandmyinsideturnwiththatthought.I

didn'tdeservewhathedidtome.No!Hehadno



rightwhatsoever.He'sananimalandIamgoing

tomakesurethatthewholeworldknows.He

hurtmeandkicked,spatandrapedmelikeI

wasnothuman.

Her:Thedetectivesherewilltakeyour

statements.Pleasedon'tpushhertoohard,she

stillneedstorest.

Theynodtheirheadsandthedoctorleaves

followedbythenurse.Iamgoingtotellthem

everythingthatbastarddid,hewillpayforthis.

Man:IamdetectiveCeleandthismypartner

detectiveMotswaledi.Canyoupleasenarrate

touswhathappenedyesterday,justtakeyour

timeandgiveusallinformationthatwillhelpus

catchthesecriminals.



Isitupeventhoughit'sahorriblemission,Ifeel

likemybodyisseparatinginhalf.

Me:Iwasnotmugged.Noonestolemycar.

Someoneassaultedmeandthenrapedme.

TheylookateachothershockedbythebombI

justthrewatthem.

Man2:Doyouknowwhodidthistoyou?

Me:Yesit'smyboyfriend,NkosinathiDlaminihe

worksasadoctoratStLucia'sChildrenhospital.

Iheartheswiftmovementsofheelsandit

catchesallourattentiontothedoorandcomes



waltzinginisMrsDlamini.TheanimosityIcarry

foranythingthatbearsaDlamininameis

enormous.Thesightofhermakesmewantto

vomit.

Man1:Ndlovukazi!

Hegivesheraminibow.

Her:StopitCeleyouwillmakemeblush.

Man2:Whatbringsyoutothesesides.Ithought

youwerestillinNatal.

Her:Ihaveafamilycrisisandwhobetterthana

womantocleanupamess.



Shesayslookingdirectlyinmyeyes.Hereyes

piercethroughmyheartandtheyincitefear.

Her:Iwillhandlethis.Thankyouforyour

servicesgentlemenIwillsuretellDlaminiabout

thisgrandgesture.

Theylookateachotherandtheyseemtobe

havingaconversationwiththeireyes.Detective

Celetakeshisnotebookbackinhispocketand

helooksatmewithsomuchguiltandtheyturn

toleave.Ipleadwiththemtocomebackbut

theyeachgivethissatanicwomanbowsand

exitwiththeirtalesbetweentheirlegs.

Her:Shutup,you'recreatingunnecessary

attention.



Hervoiceiscalmandyetfullofcommand.

She'swearingkneehighbootswithalongbeige

coat,herhairisshortandcurly.She'sreally

beautifulandhasNkosi'seyesthatcarryan

eerieaura.

Me:Whatdoyouwant?Areyouheartofinish

meoff?

Iwishmyvoicecarriedpowerbutit'sshaky

reflectingthefearIhaveinmyheart.

Her:Iamheretomakesureyouunderstand

whoweare.

Shepullsachairandsitsclosetomybed,legs

crossed.



Her:YoulooklikeanicegirlandIheardthatyou

weredoctorwithtwokids.SoIwilljustbe

straightwithyou.Stayawayfrommy

Nkosinathi!Don'tevermentionhisnameto

anyoneoreventhinkaboutitandthislittle

incidentthatoccurredlastnightnever

happened.Youwerehijackedandthat'sit.

Me:Ifyouthinkyourfamilyisgoingtogetaway

withthisthenyou'vemessedwiththewrong

woman!

Her:Haveyoueverheardthesaying“nooneis

abovethelaw"?Wellthere'sanexceptionto

thatlawbecauseoftheDlaminis,we'renotonly

aboveit,weownthelawandthepeoplewho

makeit.

Myteetharechatteringasshestandsinches



awayfrommyface.She'sintimidatingmeinto

silenceandit'sworking.Youcantellthatthisis

notthefirsttimeshe'sdonethisandit's

working.

Me:Herapedandassaultedme.Surelyasa

womanyouknowthatthat’swrong.Whatifit

happenedtooneofkid?

Her:Youseehere(shepointsjustunderherleft

breast)Myhusbandshotmeatcloserange

becausehethoughtIwassleepingwithhis

partner.IwasinICUfor2weeks,thebullet

missedmyheartbyjustmereinchesbutImade

it,thepartnerwasn'tsolucky.AfterIrecovered

heboughtmeayachtwithmynameonitand

we'venevertalkedaboutitsince.Sothat's

Dlaminiloveforyou,theylovewholeheartily

andtheydon'tshare.



Shedisplayssomeemotionmomentarilyand

thengrowscoldagain.

Me:It'snotlove,it'sabuse!

Her:Wellit'sthekindoflovethatmatters.I

guessthekindnotmeantforweakwomenlike

you.

Shepinchesmycheek,givesahalfsmileand

turnsonherheels.

Her:Don'ttestthelengthofourpowers.

Rememberweknowpeoplethatknowpeople

whoknowpeoplethatcanmakethingshappen

ordisappear.



Shewinksandleavesmesinkinginmybed.

WhoarethesepeopleandwhythehelldidImix

myselfwiththem?Icryloudatthepossibilityof

menevergettingjusticeforwhatNkosididto

me,mysoulthatwouldneverbethesameafter

lastnight,mykidswhomightbeindangerand

thefearofthemcomingandsilencingmefor

good.Icurlupandmyabdomenisonfirebut

thepaincompareszerotowhatmyheartfeels

like.Iamdevastated.Iamtorn.Iam

abandoned.

Sfiso

Yesterdaywasincredibleforthattimeburiedin

herandholdingherI'veneverfeltmorealive.I

loveLynnandIhavenodoubtinmyheartthat

she'sthewomanIwanttospendmylifewith.I



amdrivingtothehospitaltoseemymother.My

heartisstillpainedforwhatshedidandthatI

almostlostherbutLindiwegavemehopeand

strengthtodealwithallofitespeciallytheguilt.

MyphonevibratesandIconnectittothe

Bluetooth,it'sanunsavednumber.

Me:Hello

:AmIspeakingtoDrSfisoLephoto?

Me:Yesit'shim.

:You'respeakingtoDarleneatStMartin's

hospitalinSandston,it'swithregardsto

LindiweLephoto,you'relistedashernextofkin.

Shewasadmittedyesterdaywithsevere

woundsduetoassaultduringacarhijacking.



IcometoascreechinghaltandIpullover.

Me:What?Issheokay?Howdidsheevengetto

Sandstonthat'skilometresawayfromwherehe

lives.

:Iwillsendyoualocationandyoucangetall

theanswerswhenyougethere.

Me:Fuck!Isshebadlyhurt?

:IamsorrysirIcan'trevealthatinformation

overthephone.

Me:IamafuckendoctorandherspouseI

deservetoknow!



:Iwillsendthelocationrightawaythankyou.

ShehangsupandIpunchthesteeringwheel

hard.IreceivethelocationandItakeaUturnin

therouteofthehospital.GoogledrivesaysIwill

betherein45minutesbutIstillneedtogosee

mom.IgiveLeeacallandittakesmeto

voicemail.

Me:SislookIcan'tmakeitthere’san

emergencyIneedtoattend.Willcomebylater

on.IamsorryIknowyouneedmeandIwillget

thereassoonasIcanjusthanginthere.Love

you.

Iamthereinhalfanhourandrushtothe

receptionist.



Me:HiDarleneyoucalledmeaboutmywife

LindiweLephoto.

Her:Oh!YesDrLephotoIdidn'texpectyouto

beheresofast.Uhmm..Letmeshowyouher

room.

SheleadsthewayandIstopatthedoorand

lookather.Shelooksinsomuchpain,she's

frailandcurledintoaball.Iwonderwhatthese

bastardsdidtoherbecauseIdon'tbuythe

bullshitstoryofacarhijacking.

Iappreciatealltheparticipationfromthelast

post.Keepitup

Chapter24



Lindiwe

Ifeelaheavypresencearoundmeandthat

makesmeopenmyeyesandroamtheroom

andtheresitsSfiso.He'sbusyonhisphoneand

looksupprobablyduetomycoughing.Heruns

bysideandgivesmeaglassofwater,Isip

throughastrawandindicatethathecantakeit

away.

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Idon'tsayanythingbackbecauseIfeellikeI

amgoingtostartcryingifIdo.Helooksmad

andhedoesn'tevenknowwhathappened.I've

beenthinkingalotaboutwhatMrsDlaminisaid.

Ican'tjeopardisethesafetyofmykidsand

familysoyesIwon'tbepressinganycharges.

It'snoteasytoletitgo,Ifeelweakforbacking



downandlettingthatbastardgetawaywithit

butIamamotherfirst.Thesepeoplecankill

usanytimeormakeourlifehorrible.

Him:Talktomebabywhodidthistoyou?

He'ssittingattheedgeofthebedandasks

withgreatconcerninhiseyes.

Me:Soyoucandowhat,rescueme?

He'stakenabackbymyresponse.Idon'tknow

whereallthisangertowardshimcomesfrom

butIblamehimsomehowforwhathappenedto

me.Iblamehimforcheatingonme.Iblame

himforagreeingtothedivorcewithoutfighting

forme.Iblamehimformakingmelovehimso

muchItwotimedNkosi.Iblamehimfor



sleepingwithmelastnight!MaybeifImadeit

ontimetothedatethenmaybehewouldn't

havehitme,slammed,cursed,spatand

sexuallyviolatedme.

Him:Ijustwanttoknowwhodidthistoyou.

Pleaseallowmetobehere.Don'tshutmeout

Lynnletmehelpyou.

He'snowstandingovermeandIfeelmyself

breakingbutIcan'tallowhimtobehereforme.

Idon'twanttooweanyoneanythingagain.

Me:WhybecauseyouthinkIcan'tlivewithout

yourhelp?BecauseIamweakanddefenceless?

Sothatyoucanclaimmeasyourpriceandown

me?FuckyouSfiso!You'reliketherestofthem.

You'reweak,patheticmenwhopreyonmy

vulnerableheart.Youpretendtolovemebut



deepdownyouhateme,youwanttoownme

andtreatmeasapossession.Youcanfuckoff

withyourpityandsupport.I'vehadenoughof

peoplewhousemeandclaimtoloveme.So

fuckoffIdon'tneedyourpityoryoufake

sympathy.

Him:Whereisallofthiscomingfrom?You

knowthatthat'snottrue.DidhehurtyouLynn?

Ishethereasonyou'relyinghere.Pleasetellme

andI'llmakehimpayIswearbabyjustletme

haveyourback.

Me:IDONOTNEEDYOURFUCKENHELP!STAY

AWAYFROMME!STAYAWAYFROMME!I

DON'TNEEDYOU!Idon'tneedyoupleaseleave

pleasejustleavemealone.

Iamhystericalatthispoint.Ijustwanttorest.I



justwanttostartoveragainandredomyfaults.

Ineedtobealone.Thedoctorcomesin

followedbymomandSino.TheypushSfisoat

thebackandIcanseehimstumblebackand

exittheward.Helookedreallyhurtbymywords

butIamdonewithmen.They'realldogsand

theydon'tdeservemyheart.

Mom:Ohbabywhatdidtheydotoyou?

Me:Theyhurtmemama.Ishouldhavelistened

toyouIamsorryIdidn'tlistentoyou.

Iwetherdressasshepullsmeintoherarms

andshushmetosleep.AtleastinherarmsI

knowthatIcanneverbeusedandhurtlikeIam

nothuman.IknowinherarmsIhave

unconditionalloveandprotection.IjustwishI

hadheedtoherwarningsandthenIwouldn'tbe



here.

Sfiso

Ileavethehospitalwithaheavyheart.Thatson

ofabitchhurther,Idon'thavetheproofyetbut

Iknowhe'ssickandtwistedenoughtodoitI

justneedtoexposehimandmakehimpay.I

drivetoStLucia'swithabrokenspirit.I'venever

seenLynnsodistraughtandbroken.Shehadso

muchhatredinhereyesthatIdidn'teven

recogniseher.IneedtospeaktoLuyandahe's

theonlypersonthatcantellmewhatwenton

andtheonlyonethatcanhelpmedestroy

Nkosi.Althoughhe'sfamilyIknowLuisnot

corruptandhecaresaboutourfamily.Iparkin

myreservedspotevenwhenIamofftodayit's

stillwrittenChiefneurosurgeon.Leejumpson

methemomentIentertheward.



Me:HeyIamherenow.It'sgoingtobeokay.

Shecontinuestosobonmychest.Ihatethis

situationmomgotusinto,Leeispregnantand

stressisnotgoodforthebabybutIcan'treally

dismissherhere.Ikeepbrushingherbackuntil

shecalmsdown.Jakeisalsohereandhealso

looksreallyoutofit.Iknowhealwaysacts

strongbuthehasaheart.Hehugsmeassoon

asLeemovesfrommyarms.

Him:She'sastrongwoman.She'sfeistyand

nothingcanbeathernoteventhis.

Me:Iknowsheis.

We'reallgatheredaroundher,Khanyaisalso

here.He'smorelikedadnotincheckwiththeir



emotions,theyrarelydisplayemotions,Iguess

it'sasignofmasculinity.Wemake

conversationaroundherasifshe'snotlying

therehalfdeath.Ican'tbringmyselftolookat

herformorethanasecondforfearthatImight

giveuponherandthehopethatshe'llmakeit.

Shewouldleavealotofbrokenheartsifshe

givesup,Ihopesheknows.

Me:CanItalktoyouforaminute?

Isaylookingdirectlyintohiseyes.Hehasn't

beenmakingeyecontactsinceIarrivedand

thatcanonlymeanheknowssomething.

Lu:I'llbebackBellathenwecangohome.

Lee:Ineedtobeherewhenshewakesup.



Lu:Youneedtorestbella.Thisisnotgoodfor

thebabiesandIwon'tallowyoutogetsick.

Lee:IamnotgonnawinthisoneamI?

Lu:Notwhenitcomestoyourwell-being.

HekissesherforeheadandIbecomeabit

enviousofwhattheyshare.Iusedtohavethat

butIbecamegreedy.Nowmywifeishelpless

andIcan'tevencomforther.

Lu:What'sup?

Heasksassoonaswestepoutsidetheward.



Me:Lynn'sinhospital.

Lu:Iheard.

Me:WhatthefuckishappeningLu?What

happenedtomywife?

Lu:Idon'tknow.

Hesitsdownonthechairsandhideshishead

betweenhishands.Somethingisdefinitelyup

andheknowsmorethanhe'swillingtoleton.

Me:She'sbrokenmfethu.She'sbrokenand

helplesspleasetellmewhatwenton.

Lu:Ican'ttellyoubruhbutyouneedtoletitgo.



Me:Don'tfuckwithmeLu!Whatwouldyoudoif

itwasLee?Wouldyoujustletitgo?Areyou

tellingmethisbecausethey'reyourfamily?

Lu:IamtellingyouthisbecauseIcareabout

you.

HeattemptstoleavebutIpullhimbackwithhis

shirt.

Me:IknowNkosiandyourfamilydidthistoher

andtheywillallpay.

Lu:Letgoofme!

He'snotloudbutIrespecthimenoughtoknow



thathewouldfuckmeupgiventhechance.

Me:Ijustneedtoknowwhattheydidtoher.

Lu:Sothatyoucanavengeher?(hechuckles)

youwon'twinwiththeDlaminis.They'renot

human.Theydon'tcarewhoandwhatyouare,

they'lldestroyyouwithoutanyguilt,they'renot

yourordinarycivilian.Myadvice,leavethese

peoplealoneandfocusongettingLynnup.

Me:Iamnotafraidofthem.Iwillreportthemto

thehighestofficials,gotothenewspapers

anyonewho'swillingtolistenI'llmakesurethey

hearhowruthlessthey're.They'vemessedup

withthewrongfamily,noonecantouchmy

wifeandgettolive.



Lu:Thenpreparetoattendafuneralofafamily

membereveryweek.

Helooksscaredformeandhiswordssend

chillsdownmyspine.Hegoesbackintheward

andshortlycomesoutwithLee.

Lee:AuntynomtoldmewhathappenedtoLynn.

IamsorrybroIknowyouwanttobetherewith

her.

Me:She'sbadlyhurt.

Lee:IwillgoseehertomorrowbeforeIcome

here.Itlooksliketheworldjustkeepsthrowing

daggersourway.It'sjustfuckedup!



Me:Don'tswearitmakesyoulookevenuglier.

SheplayfulhitsmyarmandIpullherforahug.

She'shugenowandmightpopanytimesoon

butshestilllooksbeautifulandcontent.

Lu:Don'tforgetwhatIsaidSfiso.Thesepeople

aredangerousandtheydon'ttakethreatslightly

soguardyourselfandjustletitgo.

Idon'tsayanythingbackandheshakeshis

headbeforeheturnsandtheyleave.Ikeepon

fumingwhenIrelivethepictureofhowhurtand

disorientedLynnlooked.She'sbeenthroughso

muchandNkosihadtomakeitworseforher.

Hehither,itwasclearfromthebandageson

herstomachandthechokemarksonherneck.

Ihaven'tevenimaginedonhurtingher

physicallylikethatbutthatlowlifethoughthe



hadtheright.Iclenchmyjawsjustthinking

aboutallofit.Shewasprobablybeggingforthe

bastardtostopbuthecarriedonandsatisfied

himselfthroughhertears.FuckwhatLusaidI

amcallingthebastard.Itringsunanswereduntil

ittakesmetovoicemail.

“Listenhereyoumotherfuckenabuser,Iam

comingforyouwitheverythingI'vegot.You

betterrunsonnyorhidebecauseyouwillfeel

mywrathandIwon'trestuntilIstandoveryour

grave.Youmessedupwiththewrongfamily!

Nxa!”

Ihangupandmymooddoesn'tallowmetobe

aroundhereanylongersoIinformdadand

KhanyathatIamheadingout.It'salreadyafter

tensovisitor'stimeisupsotheydecidetoalso

leave,weleavetogether,they'redrivinghome



together.

Me:Drivesafelywewilltalktomorrow.Iam

workingthedayshiftbutwillarriveearly.

Khanya:Surentwanakawillwaitforyou.Sleep

well.

IfeelshittytiredandallIwanttodoisshower

andgetintobed,getsomegoodrestand

strategizemynextmove.OnethingIdefinitely

knowisthesedevilincarnationsarenotwalking

awayfromthis.Iamdrivinginadarkvalleyjust

afewkilometresfrommyapartment,Iasked

NancymynannytofetchthekidsfromLynn's

houseearlier.Ilookovertherear-viewmirror

onemoretime,there'sthiscarthat'sbeen

tailingmesinceIleftthehospital.Iturnhe

turns,Istophestops,Idrivefasterhealsohits



theacceleratorandsoIcometoahaltandcall

Luyanda.

Him:Sureman!Iamstilldrivingwewilltalk

whenIgethome.

Me:Ithinksomeoneisfollowingme.

Him:What!Areyousureyou'renotbeing

paranoid.

Me:Iampositiveman.Thiscarhasbeenonmy

tailsinceIleftthehospital.

Him:Shit!Itoldyoutostayawaybutyoudon't

listen.



He'sbreathingloudlyandobviouslypanicking.

Him:HereiswhatIwantyoutodo.Ineedyou

todrivetoclosestdesertedareaandditchthat

caryouhavelessthan10minutesandgetas

farawayfromthere.Iwillcomepickyouup.

Me:Whatthehellman?

Him:Itoldyoutoletthisgo,thesepeoplewill

destroyyouandyourfamilySfiso,justdoasI

sayandleavemetodealwiththis.

Hesoundspissedandscaredatthesametime.

Istartdrivingandmymindisracingthinking

aboutwherecanIditchthiscarat.There'sa

scrapyardsome3kmsawaysoIquicklydrive

there.IparkthecarandbeforeIcanevenexit



theyarditallblowstopieces.Theimpacthits

mehardIfindmyselfsittingonmyarse.Iam

stillprocessingwhat'shappeningherewhenI

receiveacallfromanunsavednumber.

Me:Hello.

:StaythefuckawayfrommysonorI'llbe

comingafteryours.

Me:Whothefuckareyoupeople?

:Yourworstnightmare.

ThephonegoesdeadandIamsittingherelikeI

aminsomeactionmovieexpectnooneis

yellingcutandmyfamilyisinrealdanger.



MaybeIshouldreallyletthisgo.

Lindiwe

5weekslater.

Her:Youcan'tkeepdoingthistoyourself.

Shoutsmomassheopensthecurtainsand

removestheblanketsoffme.Icurlupasthe

coldbreezehitsme.I'vetriedlivinganormallife

afterthatincidenttookplacebutIfailed.Iam

paranoid,Iamdepressedandfrightened.Itook

Nkanyezioutofday-care,Isoldmyoldhouse

andmovedinwithmyparents,Siyahas

changedschoolsandIquitmyjob.Oh!Mrs

Dlaminideliveredonherpromisetomakemy

lifealivinghell.Dadconvincedmetolay



chargesandthingswentsouthhillsincethen.I

wasportrayedasadesperatedivorcee,a

motheroftwowhowasobsessedwitha

successfulyoungdoctorthatwhenhetriedto

leavemeIcriedrape.Thepeopleonmyside

startedtoshrinkbutIkeptonuntiltheystarted

threateningmychildren.Onedayastranger

pickedupNkanyeziunderfalseidentityand

droppedhimoffatmydoor.Iwassoshaken

thatdayIdecidedtocallthewholethingoffand

crawlintoahole.

Me:MapleaseIjustwanttobealone.

Her:Youcangobealoneinyourownhouse.

ThisismyhouseandIamtiredofyouhiding

yourselfinthisroomlikeyou'reinmourning.

Wakeup!Dustyourselfit'snotover!Youhave

kidstolivefor.You'remessingwiththeirlife



becauseyou'reweakandacoward.

Me:Howcanyousaythat?Youknowwhatthey

didtome.

Her:YesIknowmychildbutyou'reproving

themright.You'resayingthey'vewonandyou're

done.

Me:Butthey'vewonmama.Icouldn'tget

justiceforwhattheydidtome.

Her:Somewhereintheworldisapregnant

teenagerwho'sscouringaroundthedump

lookingforhernextmeal,there'sachildina

classroomsomewherethatisbeingrapedat

homebytheirparent,there'ssomeoneisprison

nowservinglifeforacrimetheydidn'tcommit,



there's...

Me:What'syourpoint?

Her:Mypointistherearealotofpeoplegoing

throughworsethingsinlifeandmanyofthem

arehelplessandlifehasn'thandledthemwitha

justhandbutthey'remakingit,they'repushing

throughandsuckingitbecausethat'slifebaby

it'snotfair,it'shardanditpullsyouinall

directionsthatyoufeellikegivingupbutit's

alsoworthfightingandliveandchase

happinessbecauseattheendthat'swhat

counts,beinghappy.

Me:Idon'tevenknowwheretostarteverything

isjustamess.



Her:Youstartwithgettingup,dustingyourself,

fixingyourcrownandslaying.

Me:Whatdoyouknowaboutslaying!

WesharealaughandIhaven'tlaughedthis

muchsincethewholeordeal.I’veneglectedmy

kidsandeverythingthatisimportantinmylife.

Her:Yoursisterhasbeenteachingmeathing

ortwo.Thatsmileiswhatthosekidsneed,they

needtheirmotherback.Takeashower,dress

comfortablyIwanttointroduceyouto

someone.

Me:Idon'twanttogotochurch.



Her:Isaidnothingaboutchurch,thiswillbe

goodforyoutrustme.

Me:Iloveyou,thankyou.

Her:You'remyfirstdaughterandyoufoughtso

manybattlesbeforeyouwereevenbornthisis

nothing,wewillbeatit.

IgiveherasemismileandIgoshowerwhile

shecleansupmyroom.Iamthankfulthatthe

kidsareofftoschoolanddadatworkbecauseI

amnotreadyforcrowds.WhenIamdonewe

drivetowhereveritisshe'stakingme.It'stakes

about20minutestogetthereandwepullup

outsideabuilding.It'sbeautifulwithalovely

garden.



Me:Wherearewe?

Her:Comeseeforyourself.

Weenterthebuildingandit'sfilledwithwomen

somewithkids,someteenagersandother's

older.It'sawomanshelterIthinktomyself.I

don'tunderstandwhymomboughtmehere.

Everyonelooksdelightedtoseeher,even

callingherbyhernameandthekidsarearound

usinseconds.Shepromisestobringthem

sweetsandthey'rescatteredprobablygoingto

telltheirmothers,wegotothefarendofthe

buildingandsheknocksonthedoorwiththe

name,ThembiMsimango.

“Nombusowhatapleasuretoseeyoumy

darlinglongtimenosee"



Mom:ImissyouguyssomuchI'vebeentoo

preoccupied.

Theyhugeachotherasifthey'reoldfriendsand

Istandtherehuggingmyself.

Mom:Excusemymannersbaby,Ihaven'tseen

Thembiinasuchalongtime,she'stheonewho

helpedgetmylifebackup.Thisisthecentre

thatJakebroughtmetowhenyouwereyoung.

Theydidsomuchformeandbelievedsomuch

inmethatIdon'tknowwhatIwouldbewithout

theirhelp.

Me:Idon'tneedashrinkma.

Thembi:Ohhoney,don'tpromotemeIamnota



psychologist.

Me:You'renot?

Mom:Thembiisnotapsychiatristbabyshe's

justsomeonewhogetswhatwewentthrough.

Her:IamThembiMsimangoandyou're?

Me:LindiweLephoto.

Her:Iamhappyyouchangedtoyourmaiden

surnameitshowsprogress.

MomandIlookateachotherandweboth

laugh.



Her:WhatdidIsay?

Mom:That'shermaritalsurname.

Shegivesusaweirdlook.

Mom:Iwillleavehertoexplainletmegocheck

onthekidsImissthem.(Sheturnstome)Allow

theprocessbabyyouwon'tregretit.ThembiI

trustyou.

Theyhugagainandshedisappears.We'releft

incomfortablesilence,there'sjustsomething

aboutthiswomanthatmakesyoufeellike

everythingisgoingtobealright,shemakesyou

feelthatyou'veconqueredbeforethebattle

evenbegins,shehasthatI'vegotyourback

auraandhersmilemakestheheartleapofjoy



andthesoultranquil.

Her:Pleasesitdownmydarling.

IfollowherhandandIsitatthecouchopposite

withwhereshealsosits.

Her:Tellmeaboutyourself.

Itakeagulpofairandsitcomfortably.

Me:WheredoIevenbegin?

Her:Thebeginningisalwaysagoodplaceto

start.



Imissedyoutoo.

Season2

Chapter24continuation(short).

Nkosinathi

It'sbeenoveramonthsinceIcamehere.Ihave

acceptedthatIneedhelpandIamgettingit.My

parentshelpedgetmeintoaprograminCape

TownandIleftimmediatelythedayafterIhad

myepisode..It'squitelonelyhere,we'renot

allowedanyinteractionswiththeoutsideworld,

we'reonlypermittedonevisitperweek.It'slike

prisonjustwithawholelotofprivileges.I

haven'theardorseenLynnsincethatnightwe

hadtomeetfordinner,Istillhavefragmentsof



memoriesofwhattookplacethatnightbutI

amblockingouttheoutrageousideathatI

wouldhurtLynninanyway.

WhenXolisuggestedthisplacemyparentsflat

rightrefusedbutforthefirsttimeinmylifeI

cametotheacceptancethatIwassickandI

neededhelp.SoIdidsomethingIhavenever

doneinmylifeandIstooduptothemanddid

whatIthoughtwasbestforme.That'swhat

Lynn'slovedrivesmetodo.Itmakesmewant

tobeabettermananddothingsthatwould

bringmeclosertoherheart.Ijusthopeitwon't

betoolateforusbutI'vebeenwritingtoher

everyweekandmomdeliverstheletterstoher,

there'sstillnoreplybutIamsureshe'sjust

overwhelmedaboutallthetruthsinthose

letters.TheprogrammeisforsixmonthsandI

amcountingdownthetimewhenIgetoutof

hereandbewithherandourboysforever.Yes,



foreverbecauseIamplanningtoproposeas

soonasIgettheproperhelpandgetoutof

here.

IamanxiousasIsitdownformyvisittoday.I

thinkthelevelsareparticularlyhightodayasit's

thefirsttimeLuyandahasevercometoseeme.

IlookuptohimandI'vetriedhardtobethekind

ofmanheis,wegrewupunderthesame

conditionsbuthechoseabetterroute,he

chosetobebetterthanwhattheymouldedus

tobeandthat'swhyhe'saphenomenal

exampleforme.

Hewalksinwithmomanddad,hislooking

freshasalwaysalthoughhe'sgainedabitof

weightbuthestillhasthenursesgawkingat

him.Weshakehandsandhug,he'snothis

usualpositiveself,Isenseanintensevibe



betweenhimandmyparentsastheysitdown

oppositeme.Therearealwaysnursesand

guardsmonitoringourvisits,todayisno

exception.

Him:Howareyoubafo?

Me:Icoulddowithsomepizzaandbeer

otherwiseIamcool.

Asmileformsonhisfacebutit'sstillnotthe

oneI'vecomeaccustomedto.

Him:Iamgladyou'regettingthetreatmentat

leastnowyoucanhandlethetruth.

Me:Whattruth?



Mom:Don'tdothisLuyanda,he'syourbrother,

don'tyoucare?Jabulanipleasedosomething!

Dad:WhatamIsupposetodo?You'retheone

whowassetonmakingsurethatthatfamily

sawwhowewere.Yougotusintothismessso

wehavenochoicethantoendureit.

Me:Cansomeonepleasetellmewhat's

happeninghere?

Mom:WeloveyousomuchNkosiallwe

wantedwastoprotectyouandmakesurethat

youwerelivingyourdreamswithoutthisbeast

interferingsolikeanyparentwedidwhatwe

thoughtwasbest.Don'thateusplease.



Him:StopitauntyGinaIamnotbackingoutof

thisone.Heneedstoknowsothathecan

properlyheal.

Mom:Ican'tbelieveyouarechoosingthose

peoplebeforeus.Iraisedyouwhenyour

motherdidn'thavetimeforyou,whenyour

fatherabandonedyouandIdidsofullythatyou

don'tfeelanyvoidbutyou'respittingmylove

backinmyfacelikethebastardyouare!

She'slividandIthinkmaybeit'sthemedsthatI

amtakingbutIcan'tseemtoactrushandtell

hertoshutup.Ican'tregisterorfollowwhat

they'reonaboutbutIhaveneverseenmymom

soscared.Luavoidsallcontactwithherashe

pullsoutanenvelopefromhisbagandlaysit

onthetable.



Me:What'shappeningbro?

Lu:YouknowIloveyouandI'vealwayshad

yourbackbutyouneedtoownuptowhoyou

aresothatyoucanproperlyhealandtakethese

demonshadon?

Me:Whatdemons?Whatareyouonabout?

Mom:WhatdoeshehaveonyouDlaminithat

youwouldlethimdestroymyson?Whateverit

isIamsurewecangetpastitjustdon'tlethim

dothis.

She'scryingandpullingdadbyhisT-shirtand

he'snotbudging.Myeyeskeepdriftingfrom

them,thenLuandthentheenvelopeonthe

table.



Dad:Trustmethisasmallpricetopayforthe

damagetheinformationhehasonuswillhave.

LethimhavehiswayafterthisIamdonewith

him.

Luyanda'snoseflaresandIcanseehim

clenchinghisjawssomethingtellsmethat

whateverisinthatenvelopeislethal.

Lu:BridgetteMakhanya

Hepausesandlooksintomyeyesasif

checkingthatIcanrecognisethegirlandIdo.

Wedatedforafewweeksduringmyfirstyear

andthenshejustmovedawaywithouteven

breakingthingsoff.



Him:19yearsold,diedofmanualstrangulation,

bodydiscoveredbythewoodsnakedand

battered,murdererneverfound.

Heplacesthepicturesofgirlswithmeandthen

theirdeadbodies.

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Hedoesn'tstoptolookatmethistimeashe

takesoutanotherhorrendousphotandplacesit

onthetable.

Him:SeipatiMokoena,21yearsold,diedof

manualstrangulation,bodyfoundoutsideher

parentshouse,suspectneverarrested.Melanie

Griffith,19yearsold,diedofmanual

strangulation,wasrapedanddumpedoutside



herresidence,murdererneverfound.

Me:Stop!

Iamscratchingmyheadhastilyandroughly.I

can'tlookatthesepicturestheirhorrifyingand

theirawakeningthingsI'vetriedtobury.

Him:Lastly,LindiweLephoto,30yearsold,

assaulted,battered,brokenribs,almost

strangledtodeath,unconsciousbodyfound

besidesthehighwaynaked.

Itakeherphotosfromthetablewithtrembling

hands,therearethreeofthem,oneshowsthe

chokemarksonherneck,theblueabdominal

areaandherbodylyinginapoolofbloodinmy

livingroom.



Me:No!No!notLynn.Whyareyoudoingthis?

MybreathinghasescalatedandIfeelasifIam

goingonanotherepisode.

Him:Nkosiallthesemurderswerecommitted

byyouandthesepeoplehavebeencoveringfor

youbutitneedstostop.

Me:Whyareyoudoingthistome?Whatthehell

doyoustandtogain?AreyoufuckingLynn?Is

thatwhyyou'recreatingthesestories?

Him:Nkosistop!STOP!Andacknowledgethat

you'reamurdererandafuckenpsycho!You

needtoconfesstothesemurdersandhelpthe

victims’familyfindclosure.It'stimeyouownup



tothissothatyoucanmoveonandbefreeof

thissickness.

Me:Pleasestop,Ididn'thurtanyone(itcomes

offasawhisper)

Him:Lynnlostherjob,she'sbrokenand

frightened.Youdestroyedher.Yourmother

destroyedherevenfurtherwithcourtcasesand

threateningherfamily,hersonsandhersafety

theytookthatallawayfromherbutyouneedto

stepupandownuptoyourmess.

Me:IwouldneverhurtLynnandherkidsyou

knowIloveherwitheverything.

Ican'tbelievethingswentthatfarandIcan't

believemymotherdidthattothewomanIlove.



She'salwayscoveredformebutIneverthought

thatitwasthisbad.

Mom:Mysonwon'tadmittoanyofthese

things,he'sinnocentandthatoldhagbitch

askedforit.Overmy…

Ijumponherbeforesheevencompletesthe

sentence,myhandsaretightlywrappedaround

herneckandIamzonedout.AllIcanthink

aboutisthatLynnsufferedatherhandsand

sheneedstopay.Igetinjectedontheneckbya

nurseandIcanhearmomcoughoutofcontrol

anddadswearatLuandthenit'slightsoutfor

me.

SeeyouonMonday



Chapter25

Sfiso

Lu:Areyouwatchingthis?

IturnontheTVandeverychannelis

broadcastingNkosi’strial.Iturnupthevolume

onSABCnewschannelwhilestillonthephone

withLuyanda.

“Todaymarkstheendofahorrificstormthat

tookoverthenation,thesentencingof

NkosinathiDlaminiandhismotherGinaDlamini.

Thepairpleadedguiltytoaseriesofmurders

thattookplacebetweentheyear2010and

2015,DrDlaminiwho'saqualifiedpaediatrician



atStLuciahospitalhandedhimselfovertothe

SAPStwoweeksagoandhismotheradmitted

tobeinganaccompliceincoveringthemurders

offourgirlsages19-21.UhhmlookslikeMr

JabulaniDlaminiwalksfree,letushearwhathe

hastosay.

Reporter:MrDlaminiwhatareyoufeelings

towardsthiswholesentencing?

Him:Iamobviouslygravedatthesituationmy

familyfindsitselfin.Iwouldn'tevenhave

imaginedinmywildestdreamsthatsuch

violencehadbeentakingplacerightundermy

nose.Ilovemyfamilybuttheiractionswere

barbaric,animalisticandIdeliversincere

apologiestothevictimsfamilieshopethey're

satisfiedasIamtothejusticethatprevailed

today.



Reporter:Doyouthinkthatyoursonismentally

derangedashisdefenceproclaimed?

Him:IamjustaZulumanandhavenoclueof

westernthingsbutiftheysayhewasduring

thesemurdersandthejudgeagreesthenI

guessIconcur.

Reporter1:Doyouthinkit'sfairthatheonlygot

an8yearsentenceinastateforensicmental

facilityforsinglehandilykillingthosewomen

butyourwifereceived12yearsinprison

withoutthepossibilityofparole?

Him:UnfortunatelyIdon'tmakethelawsbutI

lovemywifeandwillcontinuetosupportand

waitforheruntilshecomesout.Pleaseexcuse



me"

Heblocksthecamerasandfinallygetsintohis

car.Iamastoundedthatamanwouldsellhis

wifeandsonjusttosavefaceandareputation.

Me:Icannotbelievehegotawaywithallthe

otherthingshedid.

Luyanda:Atleastwetriedtogetsomejustice

let'scelebratethatfornow.Besidesuncle

Jabulaniwillgetwhat'scomingtohim.

Me:Idon'tevenknowhowtothankyouLu.At

somepointIthoughtofgivingupandletting

themwalkfree.



Him:ItoldyouIwouldhandleit.

Me:Ioweyoubigtime.

Him:Youcansettlethescorebytalkingwith

yoursister.

Me:Whatnow?

Him:SheseemstothinkthatIknewallofthis

informationandIstillletLynndateNkosi.

Me:ButIwastherewhenwewerehacking

throughtheirserversforinformation.Weonly

discoveredthisinfothroughyouinsanetech

skills.



Him:Pleasetellherthatbecauseshedoesn't

wanttohearanythingfromme.

Me:Eishwilltrymybestbutyouknowshe

doesn'tlistentoanyone.

Him:She'lllistentoyou.

Mom:Iamalldone.

Ilookatherbrieflywithasmileandattendback

toLu.

Me:LookmanIoweyouadrinkpleaseclear

yourscheduleandtellmewhenIcantakeyou

out.



Him:Grandsharp.

Me:Sharp,sharp.

Iputthephoneintomypocketandengulfher

intoahug.Shegotdischargedaweekago.It

wasamiraclethatshemadeitoutalive

especiallywiththewayherbrainwasswollen

butnowshewantstoleave.Shesaysthatit

wasamistakeforhertostillstayhereeven

afterheranddadgotdivorced,thisplace

carriesalotofhurtforheranddoesn'tallowher

tomoveonandheal.Iwasmadatherforthe

firstfewweeksinhospitalbutIstartednotto

carewhethershewasselfishorwhateverthing

shedidinthepastIjustneededhertolive.

Truthismymomhasalwaysbeeninmycorner

notalwaysinagoodwaybutshedidoutofa

goodplace.ShelovesusunconditionallyandI



can'tpunishherforthat.

Mom:Leratoisalreadyoutsideandyouknow

herpatiencethesedays.

Me:Can'tyoustayonemoreweekoramonth.I

feellikeI'vejustgotyoubackandnowyou're

slippingthroughmyfingers.

Mom:Iloveyoubabyandyouknowthat.Iam

notagoodpersontobearoundnow,Iwantyou

tofindyourfeetandbethemanIknowyoucan

be.

Me:IloveyousomuchmaandIamgoingto

missyoulikecrazy.



Her:IamgoingtoMpumalangayouknow,still

inthecountryandlessthananhouraway.

Ipullherforonemorehugandwegooutside

andfindanannoyedLeeinthecar.They've

alreadypackedherbagsinthebootandwe

startthedrivetotheairport.She'sgoingtobe

livingwithThandountilsherecovers,her

bipolaranddepressionworsenedhencethe

suicidebutthedoctorrecommendedthatshe

liveswithlovedonesandinastressfree

environmentsoThandoandSbusisostepped

up.WearriveatO.RTambointernationalairport

inhalfanhourandtheiralreadycallingouther

flight.

Lee:Ican'tbelieveyou'releavingmewhenI

needyouthemost.Kemangatlontswharisa

setswetsi?(who'sgoingtohelpmeoncethe



childisborn)

Mom:You'redueinamonthandIamsureIwill

bebetterbythenbutIneedtodothismunchkin.

IhavebeenthroughalotandI'veneverdone

anythingformyselfandthedoctorsaysthatI

shouldstartlearninghowtolovemyselfand

makemyselfhappy.

Lee:Iknow,Iknowit'sjusthardtoletyougo.

Mom:Iknowmyangelbutyou'vegotafamily

tolookafterandmyjobisdonehere.Lookat

youtwo.

Welookateachotherandsmile.Leelooksso

muchlikemom.Wehugonelasttimeandshe

departs.MyheartbreaksbecauseIhaven't



beenagoodsontoherandIdidn't

acknowledgehermentalillness.Iguessno

matterhowonegetseducatedsomeofthe

stigmasofthesocietystickswithyoubecause

formementalillnesshasalwaysbeenabout

dirtypeoplepickinguppapersonthestreets

andtalkingtothemselvesbutLeehelped

explainittome.NowthatIknowwhatitmeans

makesmefeelsadthatIwasn'treallytherefor

mom.

Me:SowheretoMrsDlamini?

Weareintheparkinglot,shelooksatme

annoyed.

Her:Anywherefarfromthathouse.



Me:Ithinkyou'rebeingtoughonLu,givethe

manabreakhe'salreadygoingthroughalot

justbybeingattachedtotheDlaminisurname.

Heneedsyoursupport.

Her:Supportmyass!Ican'tevenbelieveyou're

defendinghim.HeknewLynn'slifewasin

dangerandyethedidnothingaboutit.Asfaras

Icantellhe'sasguiltyastherestofthem.

Me:Nahthat'snotfair.Luhelpedexposethose

people,Iwastherewithhimwhenhehacked

themandeveryleadhehadhesharedwithme.

Plusyouknowhewasneverclosetohisfamily

sotherewasnowaytheylethiminonwhat

washappening.

Shekeepsquietasifgivingitsomethought.

DeepdownsheknowsthatLuyandaisnot



corruptandheartlesslikehisfamilybutshe's

justbeingstubborn.

Her:Idon'tknowwhattobelieveanymore.

Me:Believehim.Thingisweallknewthatthe

Dlaminiweredirtybutnooneknewtowhat

extent.Luyandaisdifferentandyouknowit.

Her:Hailet’sjustdrivetoKFC,Iamcraving

theirdunkedwings.

Me:Can'trememberlastIwasthere.

Her:Akereoseolecheeseboynou.

Ihitherarmplayfullyandstartdrivingtothe



mallwithhersingingalongtoeverysongonmy

playlist,women!

Lindiwe

Me:Lastly,it'srecommendedthateveryone

obtainsacopyoftheMEDICALTERMINOLOGY

forstudentsofthehealthprofessionalsby

Bosman,JPetal,IcheckedwithVanschaik

bookstoreandtheysaiditwasthere.Thisbook

willhelpyouunderstandthesystematic

approachtoexplainingterminologytoentry-

levelstudentsinmedicinesothatyoucanstart

speakinglikearealdoctor.Alsopleasemake

surethatyouallhavethestudyguideforthis

modulesothatonMondaywecanbeonthe

samepage.ThatwillbeallfrommenowmayI

getquestionsfromthefloor.



Ilaughnervously.They'recompletelystaringat

meanditfreaksmeout.Thembiorganisedthis

jobformeatWITSuniversityasaMedical

thoughtandpracticelecturetofirstandsecond

yearmedicalstudents.Thefirstyearswere

muchwelcomingyesterdaybutthesecond

years.Deepsigh.

Me:Yespleasema'am

“MynameisCecilandIwouldlovetogetclarity

onsomething"

Iinstantlybecomeexcitedattheprospectof

givingaveryintelligentanswerandIbetthat

willgainmesomerespect.

Me:Yespleaseproceed.



“Uhhmthetextbookthatyoujustmentionedis

itprescribedorisitrecommended”

Me:RecommendedbutIwillstronglyadvice

that…

“ThankyouDrLephoto"

ShegivesmeaslysmileandIjustcompose

myself.

Me:Anyoneelse?

“Ifyou'redonewitheverythingdoesitmeanwe

canleavenow.It'sFridayafterall"thewhole

auditoriumburstinlaughter.



Me:WellIguessso.

Idon'tgettoputinanotherwordandthey'reout.

ItakeahugesighandIamaskingmyselfifI

willsurvivetheentiresemester.Iamstillon

probationuntiltheendofthesemesterandit's

onlythenIwillfindoutifthecontractwillbe

renewedorifIstillwanttostay.Atthemoment

Idon'tthinkIdobutit'sajobanditpaysthe

bills.Ihadtowomanupandmoveoutofmy

parents'house.Ipurchasedahousein

Greenstonehillwhichisnotasbigasour

previoushouse,withtwobedroomsminewith

anensuite,asmallkitchen,dinningjoinedwith

sittingroomandonebathroombutit'smyplace

andmykidshaveahome.Theneighbourhood

isgoodandSiyabongaisnotfarfromhisnew

schoolandittakesmelessthananhourtoget

toworkwithnormaltraffic.Sfisoborrowedme



hisnannyuntilIcanfindoneformyselfor

affordonebutfornowIamsettledandIam

happy.

Honestly,thefirsttimeIsteppedintoThembi's

officeIdidn'tbelievethatIwouldeverhealbut

justlikemamapromisedshehelpedmeget

better.Thesupport,assuranceandguidance

shegavemewasmiraculous.IthankGodfor

womenlikeher.Turnsoutthatshewasalsoa

victimofabuse,hermotherpassedawaywhen

shewasstillyoungandherfatherstarted

rapingherandmakingherawife,shehastwo

childrenoutofthatabuseandshefinallyleft

thatsituationandhealedandnowshe'shealing

others.Ikeepencouraginghertowriteabook

becauseherstorywouldchangealotoflives

butshe'sreluctant.Afterweeksofseeingher,I

finallyknewmyworthandthestrengththatI

posses,that'showbeinginherpresencemakes



youfeellike,powerful!

Ipackmybagsandheadout.Ineedtodriveto

Siya'sschooltopickhimup,hehadacricket

matchtoday,atleastwiththisjobIhavetimeto

bethereformykids.Igettocookwiththem,go

tocricketmatches,takethemtotheparkand

justbeamothertothem.Ipassbythecafeteria

tograbayogurtforNkanyezibecauseIwilldie

ifIjustpitchemptyhanded.

ThemediaisbuzzingwiththisDlaminitrial.

WhoknewthatNkosiwasaserialkiller?Iget

chillsdownmyspinejustthinkingaboutit.Iam

justgratefultoGodthatImadeitoutalive.I

can'timaginethepainmychildrenwouldfeelifI

waskilled,mhh,makesmetobemore

appreciativeforthethingsIhaveincludingmy

life.Idon'tevenfeelsorryforhismotherfor



beingharshlysentenced,ifsheconcealedthose

murdersthenshe'stheworsedevilbetweenthe

twoandasfortheinsanitypleaIdon'tbuyit.I

rememberclearlyhowNkosiwaswhenhe

attackedme,thatwasnomentallyillman,it

wasanangryandbruisedmanbutIguess

moneycanbuyfreedom.

IdrivetoSiya’sschoolstillindeepthoughtsbut

Ikeepadvisingmyselfthatitshouldn'tgetto

me.I'vecometoofartoletthisbeatme,Godis

fightingformesoIshouldn'tgetanxious.Ipull

upattheschool15minuteslater,Ispothim

amonghisteammatesandotherkidsthatgoto

theschoolwithhim.He'singrade6nowbut

he'stallerthananaverage12yearold.Ipress

thehootertograbhisattentionanditworksas

hepullsawayfromthegrouptothecar.This

boylooksexactlylikehisfather,thewalk,the

swagplusnowtheyhavethesamehairstyleon,



it'sshockingseriously.

Me:Hinanahowwasthepractice?

Him:Heyma!Itwascoolandtiringasusual.

Hesaysthroughthewindowashetakesthe

keytothebootandgoplacehissportsbagand

gear.Iexpecthimtocometothepassenger

sidesothatwecangobutheasksthatIgive

himaminute.Iwatchinshockashepullsa

whitegirlfromthecrowdandtheyhugfora

longtime.Theyspeakforawhileandhekisses

heronthecheek.Yazingiyavelelwa.Hegets

intothecarcoolasacucumberwhileIam

freakingout.Idecidetocalmmyselfdownand

havethe“talk”withhim.



Me:Uhhmsowhowasthat?

He'sbusychattingonhisphone.

Him:Who?

Me:Thegirlyouweretalkingto.

Him:Kelly.

Me:Kellywho?

Him:KellyMartinsshe'saprefectinmyschool.

Me:Soshe'singrade7.



Him:Obviouslyma,onlyseniorscanactas

prefects.

ItrymybesttobecomposedwhenItalkto

Siyabongahehasastinkingattitude.

Me:Soareyoufriendswithher?

Him:She'smygirlfriend.

Hesaysconfidently,Iamsureifwewerenoton

therobotsIwouldhavehitanothercar.Having

agirlfriendathisage,isthatevenallowed?

Me:Ohgirlfriend!Sincewhen?Imeanareyou

guyseveralone?



Him:MomrelaxI'vealreadyhadthetalkwith

dad.

Me:Soheknows.

Him:Yeahandhe'scoolwithit.

Me:Whendidyoutellhim?

Him:MathisisuncomfortableformebutlikeI

saidI'vealreadyspokentodadandit'skinda

boys'stuff.

Me:OkaybutjustknowthatIloveyouandyou

cantellmeanything.

Him:Cool.



Heputsonhisearphonesandrightatthis

momentIknowthatIneedonemorechild,a

girl,onethatIcanbondwithbecausethese

boysarenotmineshame.Theyworshiptheir

fathersomuchthatwhenit'stimetogothere

duringtheweekendtheycan'twait.Weparkin

thegarageandhetakeshisstuffoffthecar.

ThehousesmellsdivineandIjustknowthat

Nancyhascooked.

Me:Hello,smellsdivineinhere.

Her:Hellomadam,IfiguredsinceIwasdone

witheverythingelseandNkanyeziisasleepI

couldcook,hopeyoudon'tmind.

Me:No!AfterthelongdayI'vehadIamgrateful.



Shesmilesandcontinuescleaningup.Nancy

usedtohelpLucybeforebutonceshewentto

hospitalSfisoaskedforherassistance,she's

midforties,Zimbabwean,verykind,saysshe

hastwokidsbackathomeandshe'shandyand

goodwithmykids.

Me:Iamjustgoingtotakeashowerandthen

willgiveyoualift.

Her:Noworriesmadam.Myfriend'sboyfriend

isgoingtopickheruptodaysoIwillridewith

them.

Me:Isitsafethough,doyouknowhim?

Her:WeallgrewupinthesamevillageItrust



them.

Me:Okaywell.HaveagreatweekendthenI'll

seeyouonMonday.

Shegivesmehersignaturewarmsmileand

semibow.Siyahasalreadydisappearedinhis

room.Igotomyroomandmyprinceis

peacefullysleepingonthebed.He'ssuchalight

sleepersoItiptoearoundtheroomcarefulnot

towakehimup.Ifinallyentertheshowerand

justletthewatercleansemylongdayaway.

Thewarmwateragainstmyskingivesmyclit

somethingtorejoiceoverbecauseit'strembling.

IcontemplateonwhetherIshouldhelpmyself

butIquicklydismissthethought,Iamanold

ass30yearoldmotheroftwowhowantsto

masturbate.No!

IjumpoutoftheshowerandNkanyeziissitting



uprightonthebeddrinkinghisyoghurt.

Him:Hellomama.

Me:Hellonana.You'reawake?

Henodsandcontinuesdoingwhateverhe's

doingonthephone.Ilotionmybodyandget

intomyflufflywarmpyjamasandplaitmyhair

intotwolines.ThankGodforwigs.Icarryhim

outoftheroomtothekitchenandIfindNancy

alreadygone.Idishupforthethreeofusand

weeatinfrontoftheTVwatchingcartoons

becausethat'swhatNkanyeziwantstowatch

althoughit'sthesamethingeveryday,heeven

knowswhat'sgoingtohappennextbutit's

heartwarmingtoseehimgiggleandwatchin

anticipation.



Siya:Arewestillgoingtodad'splacetomorrow?

Me:Yesnanawhydoyouask?

Siya:Can'tIstaybehindthisweekendand

Nkanyezicangoalone.Ihaveplentyof

homework.

Me:YouknowmeandauntyPalesaaregoing

toSuncitytomorrowsoyouwillbeleftalone

andIcan'thavethat.

Siya:ButmaIamtwelveIcanlookaftermyself.

Me:Notgoingtohappenchampsolet'sjust

dropit.



Siya:Whateveryousayma.

Hecollectsourdishesandgoestothekitchen,I

tryplayingwithNkanyezibuthefollowshis

brotherbehind.

Me:Iseriouslyneedagirl.

IlaughtomyselfbecausewhowouldIeven

makeagirlwith.Iamemotionallydamagedand

Idon'tthinkIamreadyforarelationship.I've

beensingleforfivemonthsnowandIamhappy

andhornybutmostlyhappyandstress-free.

Siya:Goodnightwe'regoingtosleep.



Me:Ohsosoon.

Siya:Iamtiredplustomorrowweneedtowake

upearly.

Me:IamsorrybabyIcouldpostpone.

Siya:It'sokayma.Dadwillhelpmewiththe

workplushe'ssupersmart.

Me:Heis.Nohugandakiss.

Siya:Hugonly.

HecomestohugmeandNkanyezijoinsinI

kissthembothonthemouthforcefully.



Me:Iloveyoubothsomuch.

Nkanyezi:Iloveyouthismuch.

HestretcheshistinyhandsandIamfilledwith

joy.TherewasatimeinmylifeIthoughtI

wouldneverbehappyagainbutGodhadother

plans.Iamcontentandalthoughsomedays

aredarkIhavelearntogetbackup.Iseethem

bothtotheirroom,ithastwinbedsandawall

wardrobethattheyshareandeachsideofthe

roomisdecoratedaccordingtotheir

personality.Siya'ssideoftheroomismuch

morematuredwithtrophies,postersoffamous

sportsstars,ourfamilyportraitandNkanyezi's

sideiscolourfulwithpicturesofcartoon

charactersandalotoftoysbuttheymakeit

workandIneverhearthemfight.Ituck



NkanyeziinfirstandthenSiyawho'sadamant

thathe'soldernow.

Me:Iloveyou.Sleeptight.

IclosethedoorandIhearsomeshuffling

around,probablyNkanyezimovingtoSiya'sbed

becausethatalwayswhereIfindhiminthe

morning.Iswitchoffallthelightsandretreatto

myroom.Igetintobedwithmylaptopand

checksomeemails,IwishIhadsomealcohol

beverageinthishousebutThembidiscouraged

itbecause“apersonwho'sinafragilestatewill

easilyfalldependentonalcoholforcomfort"

shesaid.It's9:30pmandIthinkIshouldalso

callitanight.IreceiveaWhatsAppnotification

andit'sPalesa.

**Can'twaitfortomorrow!Iamprayingwewill



havelotsof and ,Iloveyou*

HeheIwonderwhatissheallabout,thistripis

aboutrewardingmyselfformakingitthisfaron

myown.She'sbeenarealfriendthroughout

thisordealandwhenshesuggestedaroadtripI

agreedinstantly.It'sjustsomethingIneedtodo,

letlooseandhavefun.

*Idon'tknowaboutthe butIwantplentyof

.Loveyoutoogoodnight*

IliefaceupjusttellingGodaboutthedaythat

I'vehadandallthethingsIamthankfulforand

soonsleepbecomesme.



Forgivetheerrors
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Lindiwe

“IamoutsideFebelinacomeopenthegate"I

laughasIdragmyselfoffthebed.

IearnedthatnameduringthewholeSfisoand

Nkositriangle,Ithinkitmeansbitchandtrust

meI'vetriedgettinghertoletitgobutits

Palesa.It'sonly6:30amandtheenergythat

PalesaexhumesIdon'tknowwhereshegets.



Me:Iamcomingletmewearagown.

Her:It'snotlikeanyonewillseeyouthese

streetsareempty.

Me:It’sstillmorningpeoplearerestingsostop

screamingIamcoming.

Idropthecallandgrabmygown,Ipeekinthe

boysroomandtheirdeadasleep.Theylookso

adorablecuddledupinonesinglebed.Iunlock

thedoor,thenmakemywaytothegateand

theresheiswithherbagsandstillwearing

hospitaluniform.

Me:Haodidn'tyougohomefirst?



Her:YoudoknowIliveinAlexakereandhow

muchitcoststogothereandbackhere?

Palesaisthefirstborninherfamilyandthe

onlyonethatworkssothesalarygetsspread

acrosstheentirefamily.Thisweekendisalsoa

gulpoffreshairforher,awayfromendless

responsibilities.

Me:Comerightin.Imissedyoumaan.Looks

likeMikehasbeentreatingyouwell.

Weshareahug,shereallyawhiffoffreshairin

mylife.

Her:Wuushame!don'tgetmestartedonthat

man-whorehopefullyIcangetmyselfaTswana

hunkkoNorthWest.



Me:Mykidsareheresonoswearing.

Her:Haofriendweren'ttheysupposetobeat

Sfiso'shouse?

Me:HewasoncallsoIamgoingtodropthem

todaybeforeweleave.

Her:Hai!Letmehaveashowerandthenacup

ofcoffeeIneedtobeawakeforthistrip.

SheleavesmestandingbythedoorlikeIam

thevisitor.Palesasuffersfromthe“make

yourselfwelcome"syndrome.Iplugthekettle

onandgowakeuptheboys.ThedrivetoSun

Cityisapproximatelythreeandhalfhoursand

sincemyfrienddoesn'thaveadriver'slicenseit



willbeallonme.

Siya:Whattimeisit?

Hesaysrubbinghiseyes.

Me:Timetowakeupandpack.

Siya:Yooma!Ican'tevenopenmyeyes.Leave!

dadwillfetchuslater.

Me:NothappeningchampsogetupIwillrun

youabathinthemeantime.

IgrabNkanyeziandheinstantlywakesup.At

leastNancyalreadypackedhisbackandnow

allIneedistogethimcleanandreadyforthe



road.IamgladthatSfisoalsoboughtahouse

closetoourneighbourhoodbecausethatway

wecanco-parenteasilyandavoidthelong

drives.AtfirstIwassomadbecauseIthought

itwasastunttowinmebackbutafterwaiting

formonthswithouthimmakingamoveIsaw

thatitwasasgenuineashedescribed.

Thewaterisalreadyrunninginmyroomand

Palesa'spantyandbraarelyingonplainsight.

She'sspentanightortwoinmyhousebefore

soIamquiteusedtoherlaziness.Iput

NkanyezionthebedwhileIchooseanoutfitfor

thetrip.Ineedsomethingcomfortableand

chilledespeciallysincetheweatherpromisesto

beveryhot.

Nkanyezi:Mamawhatisthis?



Ilazilyturntolookathimandhe'sbitingona

dildohetookfromPalesa'sbag.

Me:OhmyGodnanatakethatoutofyour

mouth.Kakaletha!

Hehandsitoverbutyoucantellheisvery

curiousaboutwhatitis.Iquicklytakeitbackin

thebagandgivehimmyphonetokeephim

busy.Idecideonashortjumpsuitandtommie

takies,they'rethemostcomfortableshoesto

drivein,Iwillchangelaterwhenwearrivethere.

Missthingcomesofftheshowerlookingvery

freshandreadytotakeontheworld.

Her:HellomybubununumylovedoveymyI

candiefromyourcutenessyellowbonebaby.



Palesadoesn'twanttohaveherownkids,she

saysthattheysuckthelifeofoutofaperson

andshehastoomanyresponsibilitiestoaddon

anotheronebutshe'sverygoodwithmine.

Me:Wuu!stopshameuthusaumntanam.

Her:Whenareyouhavinganotherchildvele?

Timedoesn'twaitfornoman.

Me:Whenyougetmarriedandhaveyourkids.

Her:Thenhoneyyoubetterfreezethoseeggs.

Nkanyezikeepsgoingfrommetoherwithso

muchinterest.Iamsuremybabyistraumatise

bythiswomandressinginfrontofher.Iknow



thatmanywomendon'thaveaproblemwithit

butIamnevernakedinfrontofmykids,Ijust

findthewholeactratherdisturbinginfact.I

finishallthepackingandbathingNkanyeziand

bysomemiracleSiyaisalsodoneby9am,I

wishIcouldsayhe'sinabettermoodthis

morningbutit'sjustasfoulasyesterdayifnot

worse.

Me:Okaylet'sjustmakesurethatwe'renot

leavinganythingbehind.

Her:She'salreadycheckedhowmanytimes

nowSiya?

Him:Threetimesandweevendidthechecklist.

Me:Youdon'thavetoganguponme,Iamthe



driverremember?

Him:WelldadtaughtmehowtodrivesoIcan

doitforyou.

Me:Iamnotevengoingtoentertainthatwitha

respond.

Thedoorsarelocked,allwindowsclosed,the

bagsareallpacked,thechargerhereandSfiso

promisedtokeepcheckingforanycriminals

andIguessallisset.

Her:Hauweng!(Let'sgo)Yesbaby!

Nkanyezi:Yesbaby!



Ilookathimfromthebackonhischildseatand

thenrollmyeyesonPalesa.Wedriveforless

than15minutestoSfiso’shouse,obviouslyit's

muchbiggerthanminewithapooloutsideand

ahugeyard.Ican'texplaintheinsidebecause

I'veneverbeeninthereinfactwehaven't

actuallymetsincethetimeIlaidchargeson

Nkosinathi,hetriedtobethereformebutI

pushedhimawaybecauseIcategorisedhim

whichwasunfairbutatthattimeitfeltjustified.

Wepullupandtheyjumpoutofthecar.

Me:Haonogoodbyekisses.

NkanyeziisthefirsttohugandkissmeandI

snugglehimevencloserbecauseit'sthefirst

timeI'vebeenwithouttheminwhatfeelslikea

longtime.Siyaeventuallycomesandgivemea

hugandtheydisappearinthehouse.



Palesa:Nayelewalk,nayelewalk.

Ilookovertothegateandmyheartkeelsover.

Theeffectthismanhasonmeisunnatural,my

heartstartsbeatinguncontrollablyandmy

kneesfeelunstable.He'swearingchinoshorts

withatanktopandseeinghisfleshsobarehas

gotmefeelingalltypesofcrazy.

Me:HiIdidn'tseeyouthere.

MyvoicesoundssqueakyandIfeelvery

nervousallofasudden.

Him:HeyPalesa(Hewavesatherandturnshis

attentionbacktomeinstantly)Hey.



Thehappyclitdancestartsatthesoundofhis

voice.Iambewitchedstruu.

Me:Iwasjustdroppingthemoffandwewillbe

onourway.

Hisheightsuddenlyintimidatesme.

Him:Enjoyyourweekend.

Me:Siyaismadatmebecauseapparentlyhis

oldenoughtobeonhisownnow.

Him:Don'tstressaboutithejustwantedto

haveKellyoverwithoutanydisturbances.



Me:Iamstilltryingtoprocessthewholedating

thingit'sshockingreally.

Him:He'saboyandaLephoto.

Me:Wellheishisfather'sson.

Icringeaftersayingthosewordsespeciallythe

waytheycameoff.Icanseethe

disappointmentflashonhiseyes.

Him:Againhavefunandsafetravels.

HecomesforahugwhileIcomefora

handshakeit'sjustweirdsohejustpatsmy

shoulderandIwalkbacktothecar,Icanfeel

hispresencebehindmeandIsuddenlyneed



lessonsonhowtowalkwithwobblylegs.I

finallyreachthecarandIamsureIampink

fromblushing.HewavesgoodbyeandIdrive

awayabitmoreexcitedaboutthedrive.

Palesa:Febelina!

ShesayslookingatmeinjudgmentandIburst

outwithlaughter.Thedrivefeelsmuchshorter

withPalesachatteringandthemusicandmy

thoughtsofSfiso.Afterfourshorthourswe've

arrived.Googledoesn'tdothisplaceanyjustice,

everythingissobeautifulandparadiselike.It's

likewe'resomewhereoutsideSouthAfrica,a

cityonit'sown.WebookedtheCascadesHotel

andthepricewepaidwasworthit,theplaceis

elegantandtheserviceincredible,we'reshown

toourroomsinlessthanfiveminutesofarrival.

Wewillbesharingaroomtomyregretbecause



Idon'tseehowIamgoingtogetanyrestwith

thischatterboxnexttome.

Palesa:Thishereisthelifemyfriend!

Shesaysthrowingherselfonthefluffy,white

andhugedoublebed.Ialsoliedownonmine

andclosemyeyestothankGodforafew

secondsuntilthiswhorescreams.

Palesa:Yeshoney!yeschampagnedarling!

Let'sgetthisweekendontheroll!

ThisonewatchestoomuchofBonang,she

worshipsthegirl,evenherstyleofdressingand

thewayshetalksallscreamqueenB.



Me:PourmeaglassIwanttocheckoutthis

view.

Theviewismajesticwithalltheoldcaved

buildings,theperfectlyalignedtrees,thehappy

atmospherefromthepeople,theswimming

poolandgarden.Palesabringsmetheglassof

champagneandwetoast.

Her:WhathappensinSunCitystaysinSunCity!

Weclickglasses.

Her:Todrinksanddicksandmoredrinks.

Me:Siesmaan!Youhadtoruinit,letmego

showersothatwecangoeatIamfamished.



Her:Nnakesharpkehlapilemoosearlieron

(I'vealreadybathed).

Me:Ifeelsorryforthepoorguywhohastoeat

that.

ShethrowsapillowatmeandIgotakea

shower.There'ssomethingaboutbeingina

hotelthatmakesyoufeellikeyou'vemadeit,

maybeit'sallthesewhitetowels,gownsand

sheets,theymakeyoufeellikeroyalty.Palesa

eventuallyagreestoshowerandonceshe's

doneweheadtotherestaurant.She'slooking

reallygreatwithablueandwhitetribalhigh

waistshort,whitevesttuckedinandablue

wedge.Iamstillwearingmyfloralshort

jumpsuitbutnowpairedwithwedgesand

accessories.Westruggleabittofindagood



placethat'snotinsanelyexpensiveandsells

goodfood,oneladywemetwhenwechecked

inrecommendscabanas’poolbarandwe

decidetocheckitout.Webothorderfriesand

burgerswithamilkshakeandwetalkabout

everythingfromwork,towaxingtips,tomen,to

Twitternewsandit'sreallyrefreshing.Oncewe

finishwitheatingwehangaroundawhile

“checkingoutthetalent”asPalesaputsit.We

spotafewbutnoneisgivingmethegoose

bumpsorchillsoranorgasmlikeacertain

doctorIknow,theregoesmymindtoSfisoland

again.

“Afternoonladies”there'sahunkstandingby

ourtableandIdidn'tevenseehimcomeour

wayuntilhismachovoicespokeup.Mywhore

friendhasturnedpinkwithblushing.



Her:HiPalesaMosibihereandthisismybest

friendDrLindiweLephoto.

Didshehavetomentionthedoctorpart?

Guy:It'sapleasuretomeetyouPalesaandthe

doctor.

ShegigglessoloudlyflippingherBrazilianhair

thatpeopleturnourway.

Me:Maywehelpyou.

Iaskevidentlyannoyed.

Him:MynameisPhemeloMokhoasiandthat's

myfriendKgosiLesupi(hepointsatthetable



bythepool.)We'rehereatSOHOforjusttonight

andwewerewonderingifyouwouldlovetojoin

usatENCOREclubourfriendisperforming

there.

HehandsustwoticketstotheVIPsection.

Me:Nothankyouwejust…

Her:Wejustwantedtohavefunandwedidn't

knowabouttheplacesoyou'vejustsavedus.

Him:Doesthatmeanthatwewillseeyouthere.

Her:Yes!

Shedoesn'thideherexcitementandflattery.



Theguykissesbothourhandsandgoesback

tohisfriendratherpleasedwithhimselfbutI

don'tblamehim,Palesadidn'tevenmakehim

sweatabit,heprobablythinkswe'recheap.

Me:Whatwasthat?

Her:ThisoneismineyoucantaketheKgosi

guyplusyoulovethemyellow.

Me:Iamnotevengoing.

Her:Pleasedon'tdothistomeLynn,Ireally

needtogetnewdickandgetMikeoffmy

system.

Itakeagulpofairandshe'sgoesallpuppy



eyesandpoutylipsonmesoIgivein.

Me:Okaybutthisisforyounotforme,sodon't

trytosetmeup.

Her:Yes!yes!Thankyou!Nowlet'sgogetsome

resttheclubopensat10pm.

Me:Thatlate?

Her:Kenightclubfebelinaoneoreebuleneng

ka5?(It'sanightclubyoucan'texpectitto

openat5pm)

Andshe'sbacktoherbitchyself.

Igettohaveatleastfivehoursofsleepbefore



shedragsmeoffthebedtoshowerandredress.

Iamfeelingwaytoooverdressedforanight

clubbutsheassuresmethatthat'swhatpeople

weartothosenowadays.Iwaswillingtojustgo

withjeans,sneakersplusahoodiebutnowIam

inheels,heavymakeupandadress.Wewalk

totheclub,it'safewkmsawayfromourhotel.

Firstthingyouseeisthebigflashyletters

“ENCORE"themusicistooloudandthecrowd

toomuch.

Me:Maybeweshouldgototheotherplace.

Her:Nothisisaperfectplacetohavecrazyfun

plusmeetsomeone.

Me:Youneedtoletthatideago.



Her:Youneedtoletthehotdoctorgo.

ShewinksandIrollmyeyes,wearewaitingin

aqueuetogetin,thewomenaredressedreally

well,everyoneisslayingandreadyfortheparty.

WefinallygetinandI'veneverseensomany

peoplepackedinoneplace.They'restrippers

onthepole,peopleonthedancefloor,some

surroundingthebar,thecouchesfilledandIam

wonderingwherewegoingtosit.

Her:Comethere'saspot.

WemovetotheendsideofthebarandIam

justgratefultobeonthecornerawayfromthe

stampede.Shekeepslookingaroundforthe

twoguys.



Me:Whatarewedrinking?

Ihavetospeaklouderbecauseofthenoisein

thisplaceit'seardeafening.

Her:Idon'tknowwhatwe'rehavingbutit'snot

onus.

Me:MinaIammyownwomanshameIwillpay

formydrinks.Excuseme(Icallthebarman

over)CanIhaveacocktail?

Him:Whichkind?

Me:AnythingthathasvodkainitIamgame.

Him:Anythingvodkacomingup.



Hewinksatme.

“Puteverythingonmytabandbringthedrinks

totheVIPlounge.”

Ifollowthevoiceandit'sthePhemeloguyand

Palesaisalreadyleaningonhim.He'sacatch

yenashamewithhisbigmuscles,darkskinand

trimmedbeardbutIsensehe'sarrogant.

“Let’sgoupstairsthat’swhereourspotis”we

followhimupthestairstotheVIPsection,it's

elegantwithwhitecouches,glasstableand

dimmedblueandredlights,there'salsoabar

thissidebutnotbigliketheonedownstairs.

TheKgosiguymakesspaceformenexttohim



onthecouchandPalesasitsonPhemelo'slap.

Phemelo:Thesearemyfriendsyou'vemet

Kgosi,that'sAnelisa,MietheriandNoah.

Wewavetothemandyoucanseethateach

hastheirownsoit'sevidentthatIwillbe

holdingthecandle.Theyorderthreeroundsof

vodkashotsandtherealpartystarts.We'reare

dancing,peoplemakingoutandeverything

feelslight,bouncyandinit'sownworld.Ileave

tothedancefloorbecausePalesaisdeepdown

Phemelo'sthroatandthey'vestartedplaying

Gqom.Iscrazydownherebutwe'redancingour

livesaway,Ifeelhandsonmywaistandthe

nextthingsomeoneiskissingme.Ittakestime

toregisterwhat'shappening,Iamdefinitely

drunknow.Someonepullsthepersonawayand

Ihearasmashofglassonthefloorand



everythingstartshappeningallatonce.Palesa

dragsmetotheladies.

Me:OhmyGodyou'rebleeding!

Her:Thisisyourbloodyou'vebeenhitonthe

head.

Me:What?

IreachformyforeheadandIhaveblood

trickling.

Me:Shitwhodidthis?

Her:YouwerekissingKgosiandMietherilostit.



Me:Yho!WasthatKgosi?He'sabadkisser.(I

checkmyselfonthemirror)shit!Shereallydid

anumberonmeIamgoingtohaveabigscar

now.Mynamewillbemascara,doyougetthat

mascaraasin.

Isaylaughingandshepushesmedownonthe

toiletseat,shelookssobernowandconcerned.

Her:SithereIamgoingtotryandfindafirstaid

kit.YouknowIwasthisclosetogettingsomeD

buthaawenayou'repussyblockingme.

Mascara!

ShesaysinanannoyedtoneandIlaughather

andshejoinsin.SheleavesandItakeoutmy

phone,beforeIknowitIaminSfiso'svoicemail.



“DoyouknowhowmuchIlovedyou,Iwould

havegivenmylifeforyoursbutwhatdoyougo

anddo?Youcheatonmeandtreatmelikecrap.

Butmyheartdoesn'tgiveup,itkeepsonloving

youandyearningforyou.Youfuckenmakeme

horny,doyouknowhowharditistogetme

horny?Butyoudoitsoeffortlessit'sdisgusting!

GoshIloveyousomuchandImissyouso

much.NowIhaveguyskissingmeandpeople

hittingmewithobjects.Shitthishurts.Imiss

yourdickand…”

IamcryingandPalesatakesholdofthecell

phoneandputsitinherpocket.

Her:You'rethemostdumbestdoctorI'veever

met.



Shesayswithholdingalaugh.Shewipesmy

tearswithherjacketandpushesmeback

gentlyonthetoiletseat.

Her:Isaidsitdownandwaitformenotthis.

Letmesee.

Shemakesmelookupandstartscleaningthe

wound.Idon'tknowwhathappensnextbutI

wakeupinmyroomfullyclothedinmypyjamas.

•

•

•

“Erenghangovermoongwaneng?”shesaystoo

loud.

Myheadfeelsheavyandtoobigformyweak



body.Itakemysunglassesandwearthemto

protectmyeyesfromlight.We'resittingonthe

balconyandshe'sorderedallkindsofbreakfast

goodiesbutIammoreinterestedonthegreasy

stuff.

Me:OhmyGod!Mybrainfeelslikeitwill

explode.

Her:It'scalledahangover,takethis.Ihaveto

warnyouthoughit'snotappetising.Ialso

managedtogetyoupainkillersforthewound.

Me:Whathappenedyesterday?Ijustremember

gettingtotheclubandtheVIPsectionthenthe

restisablur.

Her:Haiyoucandrinkanddanceshame



ngiyak’vuma.

Me:Nomorealcoholforme.

Itakethebitterdrinkanditturnsmyinsidesout.

Yack!Ialsotakethepillsandstartdevouring

thefood.

Me:SodidyougettheTswanadick?

Her:Mxm!Hekeptwavingitonmyfacebut

neverdelivered.Hesayshe'sreallyinterestedin

meandwantsustotakeitslow.KehoreIwas

soboredit'snotevenfunny,kamooIneededto

getyoutobed.

Me:Hetreatedyoulikealadythat'spretty



special.

Her:Wewillsee,he'stakingmetolunchbefore

weleave.

Me:Ijustwanttosleepthewholedayandget

myselfenergisedforthedrivebacksoenjoy!

Her:Ihatetoleaveyouherealonewecansleep

together.

Me:Nodon'tbesillyIwillbefine.Youneedthis.

Her:YesterdayyoudrunkcalledSfiso.

Me:Nooo!



Icovermyfacewithbothmyhandsandplace

myheadonthetable.

Her:Youwereevencryingandswearing.

Icovermymouthinshock.Iwonderwhatdid

hesayandmoreimportantlywhatdidIsay.

Her:Don'tstressaboutitbutIhavetoknow

what'swiththisguyvelelikeyouwereso

oblivioustoanyhotguysthathitonyou,you

keptsayingyouweremarried.

Me:DidIsaythat?(Iaskinshock)Ialsodon't

know,he'sjustdifferent.



Her:Doesheejaculategold?Comeonyoucan

dobetterthanthat.

Me:YouknowwhenIhadmyfirstperiodSfiso

wasinCapeTownUniversity,thatmorningI

wokeupwithmajorcrampsandbloodallover

mynightdressandmymomwasawayona

worktrip.IwassoterrifiedthatdayandIdidn't

knowwhattodosoIcalledhim.Doyouknow

whathedid?

SheshakesherheadnoandIchuckleasIrelive

thismemory.

Me:HewasinJoburgwithinthreehours,he

boughtmesanitarypads,andpillsforthepain,

ranmeabath,gavemethetalkandsleptnext

tomeuntilIfellasleep.Heflewbackthe

followingdayandhemissedanexamthatday.



WhenIlostmyfirstpatient,hetookashesfrom

thefireplaceandweburieditatourbackyard

andhada“funeral”forthatperson,itwasvery

comforting.Sothat'sthekindofmanheis.

Her:Ihearallofthatbuthe’salsothemanthat

cheatedandcontinuouslyhurtyou.

Me:IhatetosoundbanalbutSfisowasn't

alwaysthatguy.Heissweet,fragileandfunny

andtakescareofmelikeanyonehaseverdone

inmylife.Ialsoplayedapartinturninghimto

cheat,don'tgetmewrong,Iamnotexcusing

hischeatingbehaviourandthewayhehurtme

butIalsostoppedtrying.Istoppedmakingan

efforttowardsmymarriage,Imissedsomany

dinners,anniversaries,IpushedSiyaawayfrom

us,Iwasneverhomeandrelinquishedmy

responsibilitiesasawifeandmother.I



rememberhehadplannedafamilyvacationto

igniteourloveandIcancelledbecauseIhada

doctors’conferencethatIdidn'tevenneedto

attendbutIdid.Ialsocheckedoutmaybenot

physicallylikehedidbutemotionalIjust

stoppedbeinghiswife.

Her:Lookslikeyoustilllovehimsowhyareyou

notwithhim?

Me:It'scomplicated.

Her:It'snevercomplicatedLynn,people

complicateit.Mytwocents(Sheleansforward

onthetable).Lifeistooshorttoplayaround,

don'twaituntilyoudestroyotherheartsandget

yourselfinanotherNkosisituation.Tellhim

howyoufeelandtakeitfromthere.



Me:Whendidyoubecomesosmart?

Her:WhenImetyoursmartass!

Welaughcarelesslyandshebecomesserious

again.

Her:There'sonlyafewpeopleintheworldthat

gettoexperiencelovelikeyoutwohave,don't

temptfatehere,ifyoubelieveyouguysbelong

togethergoforit.

Ichuckleandtakeabiteofthebacon,she'sleft

mymindracing.IreallydoloveSfisoand

maybeit'stimeheknows,thatevenafterallthe

shittythingsheputmethroughtwoyearsago,

healsogavemethebestyearsofmylife.



Shekinah–SuitedcomestomymindandI

couldn'thavesaidthewordsbetter,maybewe

justsuitedforeachother.

“SeeIjustreallymissyouyeah

AndI'mforeverintunetoyou

SomehowIjuststaygluedtoyou

Iwanna,gottagetaway

Nonotforever,justalittlebreak

Ican'tfindmyselforplace

Idon'teverwannagotoofaraway

Soweplayhusbandandwife

Youtakethekeystomylife

Iknowwe'rejustalittletooyoungyeah

Andhavingjustalittletoomuchfun,baby

Whatalovethatwe'vegot(x2)



Whenitjustdon'tstopwe

Wefadeintoaspecialspace,I

Prayweneverlosethefaithyeah”

SeeyouonSaturday

Chapter27

Sfiso

IwatchasthecardrivesawayandIfeelapang

ofjealousybecauseIamtheonewhoshould

behavingfunwithher.Iquicklydismissthe

thoughtsbecauseshelookshappyandthat'sall

thatmatterstome.Ididn'tthinkshewould

recoversosoonbutlikealwaysshesurprised

me,she'sbacktohernormalcarefreeand



happyself.Igobacktothehousefeelinglighter

andabitmorecheerfulbecauseIsawherand

spoketoher.Siyabongaisinhisroomand

Nkanyeziisscouringthepantry.

Me:Whatareyoulookingforyoungman?

Helooksatmebrieflyandgoesstraightbackin.

HeremindsmesomuchofmyselfwhenIwas

young,naughtyandstubborn.Hefinally

emergeswithapeanutbuttertubandIhelphim

sitonthehighkitchenchairs.

Me:Breadandpeanutbutter?

Him:No!peanutbutteronly.



IwasjustteasinghimbecauseIknowhenever

hasitwithbread.Ihandhimateaspoonandhe

raiseshishandstosignalthatIshouldpickhim

up.

Me:Whereto?

Him:TomandJerry!

Ishakemyheadandcarryhimtothelounge,I

pullhissmallloungerandputhimtherewiththe

peanutbutterteaspoonstillinhismouth.I

changethechannelto302andit'splaying

anothercartoonbutluckilyformeI'vebeen

recordingtheseriesorelseIwouldbedead.I

playitandhecan'thidehisexcitement.Idon't

getwhatheenjoyswiththiscartoonbecause

thecharactershardlyspeakthey'rejustrunning

aroundandsomehideandseekstuffthatIjust



don'tgetbutheenjoysitandsoIalsowatch.I

decidetogocheckonthesulkingLephoto.I

findhimonhisphoneIamguessinghe'stalking

toKelly.

Him:YahitsucksIknowbabebutthere's

nothingIcando.

Heturnstolookatmeandhesitsup.

Him:Supwilltalklater,mypopsishere.

HehangsupandIjustshakemyheadandsit

nexttohim.

Me:Areyouokay?



Him:IhadplanswithKellybutmomjusthadto

ruineverything.

Me:Yourmomworksreallyhardforyouguys

andshe'sbeenthroughalot,youknowthisso

cuthersomeslag.

Him:YahIknowIamjustbumped.

Me:Andwhatwereyouthinkingwantingtobe

withthisgirlaloneinthehouseafterwetalked

aboutit.

Him:SisNancywasgoingtobethere.

Hesaysinalowtonewhilelookingdown.



Me:YouknowthatIamnotkeenwiththis

wholedatingthingbutIgaveitashotforyou

becauseyoureallylikethisgirlbutnowyou're

pushingit.

Him:IamreallysorrydadIknowIsteppedout

ofline.

Me:Aslongwedon'thavetostressaboutthis

again,you’renotattherightagetobemaking

outwithgirlsordoingotherthingsmeantfor

peopleolderthanyouareweclearonthat?

Him:Yesdad.

Me:Okaygood.HowaboutyoucallKellyand

askherouttolunch.IwilldriveyouguysandI

promisetokeepmydistance.



Him:Thankyousomuchdad!

Hejumpsonmeandenvelopesmeintohislittle

arms.Iamnotreallysupportiveofthisdating

thingbuthehadthecouragetotellmeaboutit

andIdon'twanthimtofeellikeheshouldhide

thingsfrommesoallIcandoismonitoritso

thatit'sasinnocentasitcanbebecauseIam

notreadytobeagrandfather.

We'renowatspurandwe'resittingatdifferent

tables.Theyaresittingatacornertablewith

couches.IfeelsooldwatchingSiyabongaget

onhisgamebutIencouragemyselfthatat

leastIstillhaveNkanyezitowatchgrowupand

hopefullyinmylifetimeIcangetagirland

that'sifLynnwillevertakemeback.I'venever

beenpatientwithanythinginmylifebutGod



knowsI'vebeentryingwiththiswoman,there

weredaysthatIjustwantedtogoknockonher

houseandbeghertotakemeback,daysI've

sleptafewblocksawayfromherhousebut

closeenoughtoseehershadowmovearound

thehouse,Iknowit'screepybutdamnImiss

her.I'veneverlongedforanyonethewayIdo

her.SheaccidentlypackedherT-shirtinoneof

Siya'sbagandI'vekeptitsince,thescentis

almostfadingawaybutitmakesmefeelmuch

closertoher.

Nkanyezi:Iwantthisone.

HebringsmymindbackfromLynnland.He's

pointingatthe“createyourown”icecreamwith

waffles.

Me:Ithinkyou'vehadenoughsugarfortheday



champ.

Helooksatmewithtearyeyesandpoutedlips

andIgivein.

Me:OnlyifyoufinishyourfoodNkanyezi!

Him:Yesdaddy.

IorderhimribswithfriesandIorderthesame

withbuffalowingsandonionrings.Wedrink

juicewhilewewaitforthefoodandhelphim

colourthepictureshewasprovidedbythe

restaurant.

“I'dbegoddamned!SfisoLephoto!"



Mybloodboilsatthesoundofhisvoice.What

thehellisLebohangdoingwalkingfree?Hestill

lookslikehimselfbutyoucantellthatlifehas

doneanumberonhim.

Me:IfIwereyouIwouldjustkeeponwalking.

Heslidesintotheseatoppositemeandnextto

Nkanyezi.Iamfightingmyinnerwolffrom

screwingthismotherfuckerup.

Him:YouknowIstilldon'tgethowyou

managedtogetmearrestedbutdamnitwas

sweetrevenge,Ineverthoughtyouhaditinyou.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout.But

whateverhappenedtoyouservesyourightand

forwhatyoudidyoudeservelifeimprisonment.



Him:Youknowmydaddisownedmebecause

ofyou.NowIhavenooneandIamsureit

pleasesyouane?

Me:GoodforhimandyesIampleased.Idon't

havetimeforthissofuckoffandstaythehell

awayfrommeandmyfamily.

IcanfeelthatIamlosingmycooleven

Nkanyezihasstoppedplayingandhe'slooking

rightatme.

Him:Letmeleavebeforeyoupopavein.

Heslidesoutoftheseatandstopsafewsteps

away.



Him:Whathappenedwasn'tpersonalmfethu.

You'reabettermanthanIamSfiso,the

perfumeandallotherthingsmighthavetricked

youbutyouweregoingtotakecareofmychild

regardless.

Hewinksatmeandproceedstowalkaway.I

feeldisgustedandreadytokill.Whatdidhe

meanabouttheperfumeandallotherstuff?

Thenerveofthatbastardtoevenfacemeafter

destroyingmylifeandmyfamily.Thefood

comesandittakesmymindoffthingsfora

whileespeciallytheexcitementthatNkanyezi

displayswhenhisicecreamarrives.

•

•

•



IwakeupthemorningandIseethatmyphone

keepsflashinglightsoIgrabitlazily.It'savoice

messagenotificationfromLynn.Iusuallydon't

careforthesemessagesbutit'snoteveryday

yougetamessagefromtheloveofyourlife.

“DoyouknowhowmuchIlovedyou,Iwould

havegivenmylifeforyoursbutwhatdoyougo

anddo?Youcheatonmeandtreatmelikecrap.

Butmyheartdoesn'tgiveup,itkeepsonloving

youandyearningforyou.Youfuckenmakeme

horny,doyouknowhowharditistogetme

horny?Butyoudoitsoeffortlessit'sdisgusting!

GoshIloveyousomuchandImissyouso

much.NowIhaveguyskissingmeandpeople

hittingmewithobjects.Shitthishurts.Imiss

yourdickand…”

Me:What!



Iscreaminshockandexcitementandinthe

processalmostwakeuptheboysnexttome.

Theynormallysleepwithmewhentheirvisiting

myhouseandIdon'tmindreallybecausethe

bedisbigenoughforthethreeofus.

Ilistentoitagainandagainandagainandeach

timemyheartswellswithloveandsoul

overflowswithjoy.It'saboutdamntime!Geez!

YousurelytookyourtimeonthisoneGod,Iwas

soclosetogivingup.Whatdoesitmean

though?IaskmyselfonceIcomebacktomy

senses.Doesitmeanshewantsmeback?She

wasclearlydrunkwhenshemadethiscall.I

decidetostopprobingmyselfwithquestions

andcallher.It'saround9:30amwhenIfinally

gatherthecouragetodoit.Lynnmakesmefeel

reallynervousbecauseIdon'tknowwhatIwill

saythatwillrubheroffthewrongwayormake



hershutmeout.Iamstillyettomastertalking

toherheartagain.

Iwigglemyselfofftheirembracethey'realways

lockingmeinthemiddleandhonestlyasmuch

asIlovehavingtheminmybedmybodyis

neverrested.Imovetothebalconyandclose

theslidingdoorbehindmeasquietlyasIcan.

WesleptreallylatelastnightplayingTVgames

sothey'repassedout.

“Hi"sheanswersafteracoupleofrings.

Myheartcontractsatthesoundofhervoice.

Thiswomanisgoingtobethedeathofme.

Me:Hey,howareyou?



Her:Hi!Ifeelfantastic,heavyheadachebut

nothingIcan'thandleandyou?

Shedoesn'tsoundlikeherself,hervoiceistoo

loudandpretentious.

Me:Iamgood.Ireceivedyourvoicemail.

Ideicidetonotgetaheadofmyselfandlether

playthisthewayshewants.

Her:Ohwhatdiditsay?PalesatoldmeIdrunk

calledafewpeopleyesterdayyoumusthave

beenoneofthem..

Me:Soyoudon'trecallwhatyousaid?



Her:No.Wasitbad?

Me:No,yousaidthatyou…

IpauseforawhileandthejoyandhopeIhad

quicklydisappears.Idon'twanttooverwhelm

herandpressureherintothis.

Me:YousaidyouwerehurtandIjustwantedto

checkifyouwereokay.

Her:Somedrunkchickcutmewithaglassbut

it'saminorfracture,I'lldefinitelylive.

Me:That'sgreatnews.

Her:Actually,Iwasalsoabouttocallyou.



Me:Youdid?

Her:Yes,I'llbearrivingearlierthanexpected.

Palesaisdrivingbackwithsomeoneinmycar

andI'llbetakingaflight.Pleasebringtheboys

overaround7,Ineedtogetsomesleepbefore

theycomeback.

Me:OkaycoolI'llseeyouthen.

Her:Bye!

Shehangsupandleavesmyheartshattered

thanbefore.Iamtiredofbeingstrongand

puttingmylifeonholdlikethis.Ireallylove

Lynnandshe'spossiblytheonlywomanwho

willhavemyheartthiswaybutifshecan'thave



methenmaybeIshouldstopnaggingandget

thepicture.

Weparkonthedriveway,shegavemeherkeys

beforesheleftjustincasetherewasabreakin.

TheboystaketheirluggagefromthecarandI

help.Siyaisverypleasedaboutthedatehehad

withKellyandNkanyeziwellhe'sjusthappy

thateveryoneishappyplushe'sbeentalking

aboutmommy.Asmuchashe'sadaddy'sboy

hehashismomentswithmommytoo.The

lightsareoffourentirearea,loadsheddingI

think,soIpassedbythemallandgot

takeaways,trustmyheartnottogiveupwhen

mymindistryingtoletgo.Thedoorisstill

lockedandsoIunlockitbutstillfeelcautious

aboutjustwalkingin.It'spitchdarksoItake

outthesolarlightsIbroughtfrommyhouse

andswitchthemon.Lynnisdeadasleeponthe

couch,IhissundermybreathwhenInoticeher



barethighs.She'swearingashortpyjamashort

withanoversizedT-shirt,Icanfeelmymember

twitchingformore.Nkanyezipullsmeoutmy

drunkenstate.

Nkanyezi:Ineedtoweewee.

Me:SiyatakehimtothebathroomandIwill

wakeupyourmom.

ThankGodit'sdarkbecauseIamwearing

sweatpantsandtheirnottookindtomyever

growingbulge.Isitnexttoherandshakeher

lightly.Shewakesupandyawnsexpectantly,

damnshe'sbeautiful,fuckwhatmymindsaysI

lovethiswomanandIamgoingtofightforher.

Me:Heywe'reback.



Ibrushherhairawayfromherfaceandshe

getsgoosebumps.

Her:Idon'tevenknowwhenIpassedout.What

timeisit?

Me:9pm.

Her:What!EishIhaven'tevencooked.Where

aretheboys?

Rightonqueuetheycomerushingin.

“Mom!"Nkanyezisaysexcitedly.



Her:HeytherechampIseeIwasmissed.

Siya:Wemissedyousomuchmomhopeyou

hadagreatweekend.

Shelooksatmesurprisinglyandpullsbothof

theminherarms.

Me:Wewentpastthemallsincethere'sno

electricityandweboughtfood.

Her:Iwasabouttoaskwhyisitsodarkinhere.

Isitthewholearea?

Me:Yeahitsucksbecausewewerenoteven

notified.



Siya:Languagedad!

WealllaughandIapologiseafterNkanyezi

repeatedlysaystheword.Hecaptures

everythingthisoneespeciallythebadwords.

Her:Letmeputsomethingonandwecandish

up.

Me:Doyouwantmetostay?

Her:Iwouldloveitifyoudo,that'sifyou'vegot

nowhereelsetogo.

Me:Iwouldlovetostay.

Her:CoolletmegrabagownIambitcold.



Ifeellikedoingavoshonow.Sheaskedmeto

stayandthat'sdefinitelyasign,myheart

exclaims.Don'tmessitupbybeingtooforward,

mymindretaliates.

Shecomesbackwearingafluffygownand

startsunpackingthefood.Thekidsareplaying

gamesonherphone,Iamstartingtothink

that'swhyNkanyezimissedhersomuch.

Me:Sohowwasthetrip?

IaskwhilesherinsestheglassesandIam

openingthedrink.

Her:Palesaissuchagoodfriend,Ihadtonsof

funwithher.



Me:Yahshe'sgoodpeople.Iamgladyouhad

fun,Icouldtellfromthevoicemail.

Her:Iamsosorryaboutthat.

Me:Don’tbe,Iamjustsorryyoudon’t

rememberbecauseitwassogood.

Iletthatlingerintheairandherreactiontells

methatsheeitherremembersorshehassome

ideaofwhatshesaidbecauseshe'savoidingall

eyecontact.

Backinthesittingroomweremovethecoffee

table,lineupcushions,Lynnbringsablanket

andweallsitdownonthecarpetinacircle.The

lampisnottoobrightbutoureyeshavegot



usedtothedarkness,weplacethefoodonthe

centreandwestartdiggingin.Thekidsseem

genuinelyhappytobeinbothourpresencejust

thewayGodintended.Wespendthenight

talkingandeatingandlaughingandplaying

gamesuntiltheboysbothfallasleeponthe

floor.

Her:Thankyouforthis.Ihaven'tseenthemthis

happyinalongtime.

Me:Ihaven'tbeenthishappyinalongtime.

We'retoocloseforcomfortandIamstaring

rightintoherbeautifulsoul,shebreaksthegaze.

Her:Metoo.Uhmmletmecleanupandyoucan

taketheboystotheirroom.



IcarrySiyafirst,Jesus!It'sevidentthatIhaven't

beenworkingout,luckilytheirroomisjust

acrossthediningroom,IfollowwithNkanyezi

andIhavetobeextracarefulwiththisone

becausehe'salightersleeper.Iputhimdown

andhewakesup,great!

Him:Iwanttosleepwithbhuti.

Hesayswithhiseyesstillclosed.Icarryhimto

Siya'sbedandheopenshisarmsto

accommodateNkanyezistillwithhiseyes

closed.ThesetwoarereallycloseandIwant

themtogrowlikethis,havingeachother'sback.

Ikisseachoneontheforeheadandexitthe

room.I'velostsomuch,ithurtsbutI've

repentedandIamreadytostepup.Godknows

I'velearnedmylessonandIwillnevertakeher



andwhatIhaveforgranted.She'smylifeline

andifshe'swillingtogiveitanothertry,Iwill

giveitmybest.Iamsuddenlyfeelingreallysad

anddown.

Her:Don'tyouwanttosleepover?Imeanit's

alreadylate.

We'reinthekitchenandshe'srinsingthedishes.

Me:Idon'tthinkIcanbeableto.

Iclosethegapbetweenusandpressher

againstthesink.

Me:Idon'tthinkIcanstayawayfromyoufor

thewholenight.



Shedoesn'tsayanythingbackbutherbreathing

hascastup.IampleasedtoseethatIamnot

theonlyonewho'saffectedbythistension.I

tracemyhandsunderhergownandshe'sstill

notsayinganything.Icanfeelmyselfgetting

harderandharderasIkissherneckandbring

herclosertome.

Me:Ijustwishyouwouldrememberwhatyou

saidinthatvoicemail.

Iplantkissesonherneckandshethrowsit

backtogivememoreroom.Iseparateherlegs

withmine,tracemyfingersunderhershorts,

andIcanfeelherwetnessovertheclothofher

panties.SheletsoutamoanandIfeellike

takingherrighthereandnowbutIrestrain

myself.



Her:Sfisonodon'tstop!

Icompletelyretractbecauseifshewantsme

thensheneedstohaveallofme,myheart,my

soulandmydick.Iamdoneplayingthiscatand

mousegame.

Me:IwanttoloveyoufullyLynn.Istillloveyou

andIwantyouback.

She'scaughtoffguardbymyconfessionand

beforeshecansayanythingbackthelights

comeon,Irealisethatwe'rebothflustered.I

peckherlipsandtakemycarkeys.

Me:Tellmewhenyouremember.



Iwinkatherandshe'sstillhasn'tmoveduntilI

leave.IgetintomycarandIdriveawayvery

pleasedknowingthatIstillhaveaneffecton

herandatleastnowsheknowshowIfeel.

Sleeptight

Chapter28

Lindiwe

Ihearhiscardriveoutandallhopesofhim

comingbackandsayhe'sjokingflyaway.I

standthereforafewminutestryingtoescape

thistrance,Iamwetandmyclitisswollenand

vibrating.HowcanSfisopulla“Sazi"onme?

Damnit!Icanstillsmellhimalloverme.Why



didn'tIjustsayIremembereverythingIsaidon

thatvoicemail?Thatwouldn'tevenbealie

becauseIslightlydo.Afterafewminuteson

holdingontothesink,Ifinallyrecoverandhead

tomyroom.Isitonthebedthighsstillpressed

together,Ireallyneedtobefucked.

Myphonesnapsmeoutofthesethoughts,it's

Palesa.

Her:Mokgotsi!

Thisoneisalwayscheerful.

Me:Hifriend.

Irespondflatly



Her:Whydoyousoundsooff?DidIwakeyou

up?

Me:No,eishSfisowashere.

Her:Ihopehegaveittoyougood.

Me:Heleftmehanging!Likehewasrightin

there,fingersandallbuthejustleftme

throbbing.

Her:Andyou'restillthere.Whydidn'tyoufollow

him?

Me:HesaidhewouldonlygiveittomeifI

admittowhatIsaidonthevoicemail.



Her:Thenwhydidn'tyoutellhimyouremember?

Wenaoslowstruu!

Me:It'snotthateasyPalesa.

Her:Thespiderwebisgrowingdownthereand

nthoeohaejepapasoputyourprideawayand

getsomegooddickplusloving.

Isighbecauseit'sreallynotassimpleasshe

saysit.

Me:Anywayareyouback?Ineedmycar.

Her:PhemelobookedusahotelthissidesoI'll

becomingtomorrowthat'swhyIcalled.Take



anuberhlefriendIwillbringittomorrowatyour

work.

Me:You'redickfiedwenaandnowIhaveto

suffer.

Her:Kantewhatarefriendsfor?

Me:Mxm!Sleepwell.

Her:Nohoney!Iamnotsleepingtonight,Iam

justwaitingforPhemelotocomebackfromthe

garagetobuysomeprotectionhotloba

monatemaan!

Me:Sies!



Shelaughsloudlyandwehangup.Ineedtolet

goofthispridebecauseit'sprettyclearIwant

SfisoasbadlyasIthinkhewantsme.

•

•

•

MorningcomesandIfeelawholelotcalmer.I

wakeupearlybecauseIneedtotakepublic

transport,anuberisexpensive.Ishowerand

preparebreakfastfortheboysandlunchfor

bothSiyabongaandI.Idon'tknowwhathis

fathergavehimbuthe'sbehavingandhappy

andIloveit.Nancyishereby7amandSiya's

transporttoschool.Weonlyuseitinthe

morningandlaterIfetchhimbuttodayIcan't

becauseofnocar.

IgettothecampusjustintimeandIprepare

formy12:30class.Thewholedayisjustadrag,



Isaluteteachersbecausethisthingistiring.I

onlyhadtwoclassestodaybutIamsapped.

Thesestudentslackthatfireweusedtohave

duringourtime,it'sreallydemotivating.The

staffhereusuallykeepstothemselvesand

everyonehastheirownoffices.Butwe

occasionallymeetinthecoffeeroomandmake

smalltalkthereandthere.

Irequestanuberataround4pmanditdrops

meoffoutsidehishouse.Iregrettakingthe

decisiontocomehereimmediatelywhenIstep

outsidethecar.Ialreadymadearragements

withNancy,she'ssleepingover.Iwalkupand

downthegate,Iamsuresomeoneisdialling

thepolicebecauseIsurelooksuspicious.

“OkayLynngetittogether.You'realreadyhere

sojustgoinandtellhimhowyoufeel"



Ikeeprubbingmyhandstogetherandmy

palmsarestickywithsweat..Thegateopens

withoutmepressingthebuzzeritmeanshe

sawmealready.NowIamdefinitelyaboutto

pissonmyself.

“Wellheregoesnothing"

Iwalkinholdingmylaptopbagveryclosetomy

body.He'swaitingformeatthedoorandI

knowGodisanimpeccablecreator.He's

wearingsweatpantsandatanktop,hislazy

clothessoIknowhewasofftoday,good!He's

goingtoneedtheenergy.We'refacetoface

andhiseyesareburningwithlust,myheartis

beatinguncontrollablyandIknowIneedtoact

beforeIbackdown.



Idon'tgivehimachancetospeak,Ijumpon

himandstartkissinghimhungrily,he'stakenby

surprisebutquicklycatcheson.Hekicksthe

doorclosedwithhislegandplacesmeonthe

kitchencounter.Ourhandsareallovereach

other,ourbreathingskyhigh,hislipsaresoft

andsweet,hisgriponmybuttisstrongand

hard,hismemberispockingmystomach

askingfordirections,Iaminheaven!Hecups

bothmybreastsandmyamIgladIchosethis

dresswiththinfabricandanopenback,mybra

isunhookedwithonehandwhiletheotherhas

travelledinbetweenmylegs.Iampullinghis

bodytowardsmeandIdon'tthinkitcangetany

closerbutIneedtofeelhim,maybeinsideme.

Him:Allthiswetnessforme!

Hesaysremovingmypantieswithhisteeth.I



amlyingonthestovetopandthankGodit'snot

hot.He'sbetweenmylegs,hespanksmynana

andtheninsertsafinger,thewholeprocess

againandagainandsoonasIfeelmybodygo

intoatrancehewithdraws.No!Notthisagain.

Me:Sfisodon'tdothis.

Him:IamallhereLynnbutIdon'tjustwantsex

Iwantyou.

Me:YouhavemepleaseIrememberwhatIsaid.

Iwantyoutoo.

Him:Iwantyourlove.

Me:Youhavemylove.



Iambarelyspeaking,Iamwhisperingbecause

ofthebustedwaterpipedownthere.

Him:Iwantyoubackindefinitely.

Me:Youhavemeindefinitely,itachesSfiso

pleasemakeitstop.

Him:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

IseeasmilecreepinonhisfaceandIplacemy

handsonmyfacetohidebutheremovesthem,

Ifeelsobarerightnowandvulnerable.Oureyes

meetandthismanIamlookingatrightnow,



thisistheonethatlovedmerightallthose

yearsago.Theonethathandledmyheartlike

gold.ThishereismySfisoLephoto.

Him:Nowletmeloveyouright.

Tobecontinued…

Season2

Chapter28(continued)

Sfiso

Whenshesaid“Iloveyoutoo"goodnessme,



mylifetookadifferentturn.Isuddenlyfeltlike

theworldhasbeenliftedoffmyshoulders,I

receivedanewpurposeinlife,anewmeaning

andmydyingheartwasrestored.

Ipickherupswiftlybutgently.Shefeelslight

andputtyinmyarms,she'sstillclothedandso

amI.Thetripupthestairsisshorterthanusual,

Ineedmyselfburiedinher.Iputherdownon

thefloor,she’squietbutherbodyistellingmea

lotofsecretslyinginherheart,herbreathingis

irregularandhereyesglowwithpassion.

Me:You'refuckenperfect!

IhissasItakeherdressoffanditdropstothe

floor.ShehasherbackonmeandIamfiveto

poppingupatthesightofhernakedbody.The

whitestretchmarksthatcoverherbuttandthe



sideofherwaistmakethisartisticview

majestic.SheshiversasIrubmyhandsupand

downhershoulders.Iwanttobendherdown

andfuckherbrainsoutbutIrestrainmy

thoughtsbecauseIneedtogivemylovetoher

first.

Me:Lookatme!

IturnheraroundandIswearshe'sthemost

beautifulwomanI'veeverseen.Icupherface

andbringitclosertomine.

Me:YoumeantheworldtomeandIwillcherish

youfortherestofourlivestogether.

AtearescapeshereyeandIkissitawayand

theycomerushing.IkissherassensuallyasI



can,thiskissislikenonI'vehadinalongtime,

we'repouringeveryemotionintoit,apologies

fortimelost,apologiesforthehurtcost,the

forgiveness,theIloveyouandIneverwantto

letyougo.IcantastehertearsinmymouthasI

diptwofingersinherhoneypot,shehaulsme

closerlikeherlifedependsonthisorgasm.

Her:Fasterpleasegofaster.

Iheedtohercommandandjustlikethatshe

releasesallovermyfingersandIlickherclean.

Ipushhergentlyonthebedandstart

undressingmyself,hereyesdon'tmovefrom

mymember,Icanseehersqueezeherthighs

togetherasitspringsfree.

Me:Likewhatyousee?



IsayjerkingitupanddownandIcan'tcontain

myhungerastheprecumlicksfromme.

Her:IneedyounowSfiso…

Hervoicesoundssoneedyandsexy,Ihaveto

closemyeyesbrieflytocalmthistwitching

monsterfromdevouringher.Imovetoherand

pullhertotheendofthebed,she'slyingonher

backandIpullherlegsonthesidesofmywaist.

Me:Iwanttomakelovetoyou.

Irubmymemberupanddownfromherclitoris,

thevaginalopeningthentheanus.Hermoans

aregettinglouderanddeeperwiththese

movementsandthey'redrivingmeinsane.In



oneslowpushIenterthegatesofEden.Ihave

togatherthestrengthtomovebecauseIfeel

weakclaspedbyherwalls,they'recagingme

andaccommodating.

Me:Iloveyou.

IsayonceIstartmoving,she'sbesideherself,

she'sexertingmeinbypressingherlegsonmy

bum.InandoutIgoandwitheverystrokeIam

losingmyselftoher,everythrustourheartsare

reuniting,everymoanandgroanissoothingthe

soulandthefrictionofourbodiesgrindingon

oneanotherarecallingforatruce.

Me:Openyoureyes

Ipleadandsheopensthemwithoutafightand



tearswellout.

Me:IamsorryIhurtyou.

Iconfesssincerely.ShepullsmeandIlieonher

chest,mymovementsaremediumpacedandI

feelmyselfbuildingupbutIneedhertorelease

first.

Me:Letgomylove.

Withafewquickthrustsshecollapsesbeneath

meandIfollowsuit.I'vebeenChristened.

Icarryherupthebed,openthesheetsandwe

getin.ShesilentlysobsonmychestandIkeep

brushingherhair.



Me:Iwillneverhurtyouagain.Thistimeit's

forever.

Her:Iloveyou.

Shesayswithahoarsevoice

Me:Iloveyoumore.

Shekeepscirclingherfingersonmychestand

eventuallywebothpassout.

•

•

•

IwakeupwithahappyheartonceIrealisethat

itwasnotalladream.She'sreallyhereinmy

arms.ShelookspeacefulandIwanttomake



surethat'showherlifewillalwaysbefromnow

on,serene.Imovefromthebedcarefulnotto

wakeherup,Ineedtousethetoilet.Ialsotake

theopportunitytocallNancyIamsuretheboys

arefreakingout.

Me:HiNancy

Her:MrLephoto

Me:Howaretheboys?

Her:They'realreadyasleep,homeworkdone

andbrushedtheirteeth.

Me:That'sgreatnews.UhhmMrsLephotowill

getthereintheearlyhoursofthemorningso



pleasesleepover.

Her:SorrytospeakoutofturnMrLephotobut

it'salready8:30pmthetaxisarealreadynot

theresoIwouldn'tgoanywhereandmadam

alreadyaskedmetostaybehind.

Me:Okaythankyoueitherway.

Her:Justdoingmyjob.

Me:Okaygoodnight.

Idropthecallandfinishmybusinessandhead

backinthebedroom.She'sbeenasleepfor

morethantwohoursnowandIthinkthat's

enoughrest,nowit'stimetoplay.Iuncoverher



andshegetsgoosebumpsfromthebreeze.

Her:Isittimetogo?

Sheasksinhersleepyvoice.

Me:Nomylove,it'stimetoplay.

Shegroansirritablebutsoonstartsmoaningas

Isuckonherbreastwithtwofingerscirclingin

hervagina.SheholdsmetightasIcontinue

biting,suckingandpinchinghernipples.Iflipus

overandpullherasstomyface.Shetensesup

asIstartlickingheranusbutshesoonstarts

ridingmytongue.

Me:Iwantmydickfilledinyourmouthnow!



Icommandandshelooksbackatmewithawe

andsheabideswhenshecantellImean

business.ShesucksonitwhileIeathervagina

out,licking,suckingandrubbingherclitoris.I

stretchmyhandtoopenthedrawerandItake

outmarbles.They'remassagingmarbles.After

webrokeupIboughtalotofsextoysbecause

ithasalwaysbeenpartofmyfantasiesbutI

wasnevercomfortabletoperformthemonher.

Mytherapistmademerealisethatby

suppressingthatsideofmemadememore

pronetocheatingsonomore,Ineedtolether

seeallofme.Shestopssuckingonmeand

looksatthemarbleseyeswideopen.

Me:They'rejustforpleasure.

Isaybecausehereyeshavealreadyaskedthe



question.

Me:Doyoutrustme?

Shenodsrepeatedly.

Me:Letmepleasureyou!

Ican'trecognisemybaritonevoice.It'sfuelled

withfire.Iwettheminmymouthandonce

they'resoakinginmysalivaIslowlyinsertthem

inhervagina.Seeingitsoclosetomyface,red

andswollenandaccommodatingthisshiny

objectmakesmydicktwitchoutofcontrol.She

gaspsasitgoesallinleavingtheretrieverchain

outside.



Me:Nowhumpandsuck!

Shestartshumpingonmeatthesametime

she'sblowingmehard.Themarblesare

workingit'smagicbecauseshesoonreaches

anorgasmandherslipperyjuicesmeltthe

marblesoutofhercunt.

Me:Damn!thisisanamazingsight.NowIneed

tofuckyou!

HerbreathinghitchesasIpickherupwiththe

speedoflightandbalanceheragainstthe

headboard.

Me:Don'tdaretouchmeorIwillcuffyou.



Shenods.

Me:Ican'thearyou!

Her:Iwon'ttouchyou.

Me:Good!nowtakeallofthis.

Iramintoherandsheclingstothetopofthe

headboard.Shescreamsinpleasure,

encouragesinlustandmoansinlove.Iam

losingmyselfasIkeepthrustinginandout,

slowthenfast,Iturnheraroundandtakeboth

herhandsinoneofmine,handcuffscouldwork

betterbutIdon'twanttoscareheraway.Step

bystepuntilshe'scomfortablewiththissideof

me.



Me:Lookatme!

Sheopenshereyesbarelyawake.

Me:Iamgoingtofuckyouhardnow!Doyou

wantthat!

Her:Yesdaddy!

Igetonmykneesandpullhersothatherbuttis

restedonmythighsandIamwaydeepintoher.

IstartmovingvigorouslyandIcan'tkeepup

withherorgasms.It'snowwetandsilkydown

thereandtheslipperywarmthcheersmeon.

WegoonformorethanIhadbargainedforbut

IguessI'vebeenstarvedforlong.Icanfeelher

legsgiveupandhermoansdiedownandI

knowit'stimetotapout.Inswiftmovements,I



feelmybodybuildupandImarchallmy

soldiersintoher.Iamquiveringontopofher

andsuddenlyfeelweak.SheholdsmeasIwet

herbreasts,Idon'tknowwhyIamsuddenly

emotional.WestaylikethatuntilIgetacramp

onmyleftthighandIhavetoturnover.

Her:You'renevergoingtolosemeagain.

ShesayswithsomuchassuranceIhavetogive

intobelievingher.Ikissthesideofherheadand

holdheruntilwefallasleepagain.

•

•

•

Her:Ifeellikeateenagerbeingsnuckbackinto

thehouseafterbeingthoroughlychowed.



Ican'thelpbutlaughatthe“thoroughly

chowed"statementbecauseIhadtocarryher

downthestairs.It'saround2amandwe're

parkedoutsideherhouse.Shehadtocome

backsothattheboyscanwakeuptoherinthe

houseotherwiseIwouldhavesexedherall

night.

Me:WhenamIgoingtoseeyouagain?

Ifeellikealovesickteenager.

Her:Wecanhavelunchtomorrowifyour

scheduleallowsIdon'thaveanyclasses.

Awidesmilefillsmyface.Ilovethekindof

womanshe'sbecome.She'snotafraidofher

emotionsanymore.



Me:Iwouldlovethatalot.

Her:GoodletmegoinsideIneedtorest.

Shesulks.

Iopenmydoorandmeetheronthepassenger

side.Ihaveheragainstthecarandwekiss

again.IthinkIamaddictedtoher.

Me:Ithinkweshouldgoback.

Her:Haa!Iamswollendownthere.

Me:Wecouldjustcuddleuntilwefallasleep.



Her:You,SfisoLephoto,arewhipped!

Me:Ican'thelpityou'readdictive.

Her:Letmeleavebeforeyoucharmmebackto

yourhouse.

Me:IloveyouandIam…(cutsme)

Her:That'sallinthepast.We'vebeengivena

secondchance,let'snotwasteit.Iloveyoutoo.

Ihugheronemoretimeandwatchherwalk

funnytothehouse.Imakesureshe'ssafelyin

beforeIdriveoff.Ican'twaittosleepbecause

forthefirsttimeinyearsIwillsleeppeacefully



knowingLindiweLephotoisbackinmylife

indefinitely.

Twomorechapterstogo!

Season2

Chapter29(unedited)

Lindiwe

Youknowwhenyouwakeupandlifesmells

good.Likethesunisatadbrighter,birdssing

soulfullyandtheairisfresherthannormallike

impiloisjustgrand,wellturnsoutthat'showit

feelstobehappilyinlove.Thepastthree

monthshavebeenthebest.Whoknew



happinessexistedforpeoplelikeme?Iguess

allthestormswerenecessarytomakeme

appreciatethesunshineinmylife.

“DrLephoto”IlookupandIrealizethatI've

zonedoutagain.IaminclassandallIam

thinkingofisSfiso.

Me:YesCarlylikeIsaid,Icannotspoonfeed

youguys,partofbeinginVarsityisforyouto

discoverthingsforyourself.

“Butwhydowepaysomuchifyouguysarenot

givingusanswers?”

Me:Wellthere'sasayingthat“ratherteach

someonehowtofishthangivethemthefish”,

pointisthatgatheringtheskillofresearchis



paramounttoyouobtainingthisdegree.So

insteadofmeprovidingyouwithanswers,Iam

goingtogiveyoudirection,ifyoulookhereon

thisslideI'vecompiledafewsitesandarticles

thatyoucanrefertoandinthenextclasswe

willdiscussyourfindings.

Iamstillscrollingthroughmylaptoptosend

theslidestotheire-mailswhenIhear

commotion,thegirlsarescreamingandboys

whistling,Ilooktothedoorandtherestandsmy

handsomeman.He'sstillwearingscrubsand

hasabouquetofflowersandaboxofwhat

seemslikechocolatesinhand.Hegetsmeall

giddyandwarminsidebyjustlookingathim,

we'vebeentogetherforthreemonthsnowand

allIcansayiswe'vegottenbetterwithtime.

Thesex,thelove,thetrustbutmostlythe

communication.Wetalklikeneverbefore

sometimesforhoursonend,atnight,inthe



morningandwe'vealsobeenprayingtogether,

whichhasjustbeenincredibleforourbond.I

guessit'struewhentheysay“we'vegone

throughtheworsttoreliveourbest".

Me:Uhmmguyslet'swelcomeDrSLephoto

(theychantmhhhhh)ChiefNeurosurgeonatSt

Luciahospitalandthebestinthecountry.

Theycheerforhimandhegivesthemhispanty

drenchingsmileandwavesbackatthem.I

dismisstheclassandunlikeotherdayswhen

theycan'twaittogetoutofmysight,they're

stallingespeciallythegirls.Theyretirewhen

theyrealisehe'snotinterested.He'slookingat

melikeIamtheonlyhumanthatmatterinhis

life.

Me:Ididn'tknowyouwerecomingover.



Isayoncetheauditoriumisclear.

Him:Iwantedtosurpriseyou.Imissyou.

HehasthatIwanttokissyoulookandhiseven

bitinghislowerlip.

Me:Notherelet'sgotomyoffice.Ican'tbelieve

youjustdisruptedmyclasslikethat.

Him:Iwasheretogivethemmotivationhau!

Theyshouldknowthatiftheyworkreallyhard

atschooltheycangetahandsomeandsmart

manlikeme.

Me:AveuzitshelaBab'kaSiyabonga.



Him:Damnithowfarisyouroffice?You'vejust

turnedmeon.

Ilaughathimandcontinuewalkingwithhis

eyesfixedonmybutt.AssoonasIunlockthe

door,hepushesmeinsideandpressesme

againstit.Wekisslikeourentireexistence

dependsonit.

Him:IloveyouMaLephoto.

Hesayspantinghard.Islightlypullmyselffrom

hisbodybecausehiseyessaythathewantsto

fuckandIcan'tdothathere.

Him;Whereareyougoing?



Heasksinalowdeeptone.

Me:Farawayfromthat.

Ipointtohiserectionandheforciblypullsme

tohimandwhispersinmyearswithhishands

grabbingmyass.

Him:It'sallyoubaby.Iamaddictedtoyou.

Ilieonhischestcompletelyturnedon.Iallow

myselftobeentirelyabsorbedintohisscent

andarms.Righthereisofficiallymyfavourite

placetobe,it'swhereIcanabsolutelyfeelhis

loveforme,it'swarm,it'strue,it'salive.



Him:MayIhavesomecoffeeatleast.

Heshakesmeoutofmywonderland.

Me:Oh!IamsorryIguessIdidn'trealisehow

muchImissedyoutoo.

He'sbeentoobusyatworksowehaven'tseen

eachotherintwodays.Iwalkouttothekitchen

andhemakeshimselfcomfortable,turnsouthe

hadatrayofmuffinsnotchocolate.Webothsit

onthecouchinmyofficewithhimrestingon

thecouchandIbetweenhislegs,webothtook

outourshoes.

Him:Sowhathaveyoubeenupto?



Hesayswhileplayingwithmyhair,I'vetaken

outmyweaveandjustcombedmyhairloose

withcurlyextensions.

Me:Nothingmuchjusttryingtogetthroughmy

dayswithoutkillinganyone.

Him:Siya?

Me:Howhewentfrombeingmybabytobeing

Kelly'sbaby,Idon'tknow.

HechucklesandIattempttomovefromhim

buthepullsmeback.

Him:Don'tgiveyourselfaheartattack,he's

growingupbuthe'sstillyourbaby.Doyouwant



metotalktohim?

Me:Pleasehle,especiallyaboutthedangersof

socialmediaandoverusingofhisphone.

Him:Iwillbutyoualsoneedtosetboundaries

mylovehecan'tdoasheplease.

Me:Iwilltry.

Hekissesmyheadandwesitincomfortable

silence.HeclearshisthroatandIknowhe's

abouttothrowabombmyway.

Him:Ithinkit'stimetotellpeopleaboutus,not

exactlythewholeworldbutourfamilyneedsto

know.



Me:Can'twekeepittoourselvesalittlelonger?

Him:IreallywanttoloveyoufreelyLynn.Iwant

tohavesleepoverswithoutsneakingaround,I

wanttopostourpicturesonsocialmedia,I

wanttoholdyourhandinpublicandkissyou

whereverandwheneverIwant.Isthattoomuch

toask?

Me:WellifyouputitlikethatIguessIcan'tsay

no.Butletmebetheonewhobreaksitdownto

thekids.

Him:Ofcourseloveifthat'swhatyouwantand

maybewecouldevenbreakittothefamily

tonight.



Me:Okay.

Theysayrathersoonthanlaterakere?

Him:Shuu!Ithoughtyouweregoingtogiveme

ahardtime.

Me:IsthatwhyIgotflowers?

Him:Thatandbecauseyou'rethemost

beautifulwomanIknow.

Me:Smoothtalker.

HeflipsusoverandIamunderhim.He's

restinghisarmsonthesidesofthesofaand

useshisonehandtobrushmyhairfrommy



face.

Him:Ithinkyoushouldthankthestarsthat

you'renotwearingadress.

Me:Isthatso?

Him:Mhh…OrelseIwouldbehavingmylunch

rightinsideyourpussy.

Ibrieflyclosemyeyesandtrytogetmy

breathingundercontrol.Ilovehowsexually

liberatedourrelationshiphasbecome.Ialways

lookforwardtothe“playing"ashereferstoit,

it'soutofthisworld.Heleansdownandwe

startmakingoutandhismemberisaliveand

readytoplayandmyclit,well,thatoneis

alwaysjumpingupanddowninhispresence.



Him:LetmeleavebeforeIdevouryou.

HefixeshimselfandIstaylikethattryingto

calmmyselfdown.

Me:Soyou'releavingmelikethis?

Him:Comeonbaby,youandIknowthatyou

don'twantmetofuckyouheresostopsulking

you'llhaveallofmetonight.

Ikeepstillandquiet.

Him:Haababycomeon.Ihaveasurgery

scheduledinanhour.



HepicksmeupandIfeeldisappointed.

Me:Iamokay.Iamjusthorny.

Him:Maybeit'sthebaby.

Me:ItoldyouIamnotpregnant.

Him:We'llsee.Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Seeyoulater.

Hegivesmeababykissandwehugforthelast

timebeforeheleaves.Istillhaveanotherclass

andthenlatelunchwithPalesa.Mominvitedus

todinnertonight,thewholefamilyisgoingtobe

thereincludingLee,KhanyaandLu.Ihaven't



seenthemforsolongsoitwillgiveustimeto

catchup.

Mylastclassisdoneby2pmandIdrivetothe

malltomeetwithPalesa.Wehaveareservation

ataseafoodandgrillrestaurant.Igetthere

firstasusualbecausePalesaistheworstwith

time.Iorderbothofusvirgincocktailsinthe

meantime.Shecomesinaftersometime

lookingveryelegant.TurnsoutthatPhemelo,

theguywemetatSuncityisfilthyrich,yes,

they'restilltogether.Hestuckaroundafterthe

nighttheyspenttogetherandhe'sbeena

blessinginherlife.Shecomestothetable,

takesoffhersunglassesandcomesovermy

sideandgivesmeahug.

Her:Sthandwasaka.



Me:Loverwam.

Her:Imissyoumaan.

ShesayssqueezingmewithherdoubleD

bosom.Palesaisasize36withatinywaist,

curvesintherightplaces,she'smediumheight,

lightskinnedandwithonedimpleonherleft

cheek.She'sallaboutinchesthisone,nails,

heelsandhair.Eyebrowsonfleekerengmoo

ngwaneng,shesurelytakeshertimetodollup.

Me:Imissyounana.SitdownIordered

cocktails.

Thewaiterbringsthemoverandshetakesasip

andgivesmeaweirdandenquiringlook.



Her:WuuMo‘girl!Youorderedvirgincocktailka

Friday.Iamsorryshamennakekopa

somethingestrong(Ineedsomethingstrong)

Sheclicksherfingerstogettheattentionofthe

waiter.

Her:Oneshotofhennesyandastrawberry

daiquiriwithanextrashotofvodka.

Me:Mo'girlkhanayou'redriving.

Her:Phemeloisgoingtofetchme.

Me:MhhaiMrMokhoasihasgotyouhooked.

Her:Okaylisten.



Iknowonceshestartswhisperingshe'sgoing

todishupsomebignews.

Her:Heproposedlastnight.

Me:What!Youlie!

Iexclaimabittooloud.

Her:Shhh…

Shelooksaroundasiftryingtoseeifother

peopleheardus.Sheshowsmeherringfinger

andshehasthemostbeautifulandshinylarge

rockon.Ijumpovertohersideandgivehera

hug.



Me:LoverIamsohappyforyou.Howdidit

happen?

Her:Rememberhesaidhewascomingka

weekendakere?(Inod)buthesuddenlypitches

upatmyapartmentwithadriversayinghe's

takingmeout.Obviouslyyouknowkeratadilo(I

lovefinerthings),soItaggedalong.Wepullup

toarestaurantandbrotherhadthewholesetup,

kereflowersnka,champagnenka,waiternka,

dimlightsandcandlesnka,tuxedonka,kehore

Iwasinamoviefriend.

Me:Wowthisguyreallylovesyoufriend.You've

honestlyfoundyourhappyending.

Her:Doyoureallythinkso?



Me:WhydoIsensesomedoubtinyourvoice?

Her:Idon'tknowit'sjusttoogoodtobetrue.I

meanPhemeloistheperfectpackage,single,

hot,nochildren,moniedbutIcan'thelpbut

wonderwhat'swrongwithhim.He's37years

oldandstillnotsettled.

Me:Haveyouraisedtheseconcernswithhim?

Her:NotreallybutI'vebeenhintingthereand

there.

Me:Mendon'tgethints,webothknowthatso

havearealtalkwithhimandlethimknowhow

youfeel.Ican'tbelieveyousaidyesbutyou

werenotsure.



Her:TherewasnowayIwasgoingtosayno.

Haveyouseenthisthing?

Shedanglestheringinmyface.

Me:OkayIdon'tthinkIwouldhavealsosaidno.

Her:Wabo.

Me:Questionisdoyoulovehim?

Her:He'severythingI'vebeenlookingforand

more.HetreatsmelikeIamworthmillions,

whenIamwithhimIcanbemycrazyselfand

youknownotalotofpeoplecanhumbleme

buthedoesandhemakesmebelieveinthingsI



neverthoughtexisted.IthinkIam inlovewith

him.

Me:Wellaverycloseandwisefriendofmine

oncesaidthatoneshouldn'ttemptfateandtrue

lovecomesonceinawhile,thisguylovesyou

andyoufeelthesamesodon'twastetime

fillingyourheartwithdoubt.Lifeistooshortto

wanderaboutwithalonelyheart.

Her:Yourfriendisreallywise.

Me:Youshouldmeether,she'sbeautifultoo.

Webothchuckleandherordercomes.Wesit

foranhourbeforePhemeloarrives,theguyisa

truegentlemanandseemstogenuinelyloveher.

Heleasedanapartmentforherandboughther



acarallunderhernameplushe'salready

introducedhertohisfamilysoIsayhe'sa

keeperbutwewillsee.Theywalkmetomycar

andIhugeachoneofthemnotsomuch

PhemelobecausePalesaisverysensitiveabout

keepingboundaries.

Her:Callandtellmehowthedinnerwent.

Me:Okaylover.EnjoyMrandMrsMoakhosi.

Her:Wuu!notyetshame,thisonestillneedsto

paylobola,wedon'trecognisethisengagement

shit,wewantmoney,mahadi,thjeleteausi.

Youcantellthatthepoorguyhasbittenmore

thanhecanchew,he'sabitmorereservedfor

thiscrazyfriendofminebutIguessopposites



attractandmaybehecanbeabletotameher.

Tobecontinued...

Stillweekendakere

ThankyousomuchTshepangKiet

Chapter29(continued)

Sfiso

IparkmycarintheyardrightbehindLynn'sas

Luvuyorunstoclosethegate.Iamabit

nervousabouttheirreactiontothenews

especiallydad,hehasn'treallybeenourbiggest

fan.Iamactuallyplanningtoaskhimfor



Lindiwe'shandinmarriage.Yes,Iamplanning

toproposetoher.YesterdayImetupwithaguy

Lusetmeupwith,ajewelerandafterhoursof

searchingIfinallyfoundtheone.It'ssimple,

sophisticatedandexpensive6caratdiamond

ring.

Luvuyo:Grootman.

Hesaysassoonaswecomeincontactthis

oneisatruedefinitionofatrustfundkid.He's

allaboutexpensiveclothesandfashionable

hairstyles.He'stall,muscledanddarkerthan

theothertwo.

Me:Shontwana.

Weshoulderhugandhandshake.



Me:Dintshangareyougood?

Him:Iwillbe,intwoweekstime.

He'sreferringtothefactthatschoolsare

closingforJunesoon.Heisreallysmartlike

dadbuthe'stoocoolforschool.Helovesthe

lifeofbeingpopularandthebenefitsthatcome

withthatbutintheLephotohouseholdyou

leaveyourcoolnessatthegate.Mydaddrives

hishousewithahardhandandsadlyit'sonly

nowIrealisethathehelpedmealotbecauseI

couldhavebeenlyingdownsomewhereina

graveyardifitwasn'tforhisconstantdiscipline.

Me:Nextyearyou'reinmatricntwanayouneed

tofocus.



Him:YawhateverbruhminaIamjustlivinglife

onebreathatatime.

Me:Hehehe!Iguessdadhasbecometoosoft.

Him:Idon'tthinkdadandsoftshouldeverbein

thesamesentence,thatmanisaslavedriver.

Canyoubelieveonthe16thofJuneheclosed

usinhisstudyandmadeuspracticeforallthe

upcomingexams?

Ilaughoutcompletelybecausethatsounds

exactlylikewhatdadwoulddo.

Me:It'sforthebesttrustmeIknow.



Him:TwomoreyearsandIamoutofhere.

Me:Maybeyoushouldvisitusforawhilejust

forachangeofscenery.

Him:Forreal?

Me:Yahunlessyouhadotherplans?

Him:Noway!Togotothecityofsin.Iwouldn't

saynotothat.

Me:Minangizokshayakeifyougivemetrouble

so..

Igivehimawarninglookandheshiesaway.



Him:IwillbehaveBhutiIpromisejustmake

surethatSinoandVuyostaybehind.

Me:Ican'tpromisethatiftheywanttocome

along,they'rewelcome.Comelet'sgetthisin

thehouse.

Ihaveboughtgroceriesmostlysnacksand

drinksbecauseIknowtheyrarelygooutduring

schooldayssotheyalwaysappreciatethem.

I'vegrownawholelotclosetoeveryonehereat

home.IguessaftergettingoffmyhighhorseI

realisedthatIneverreallymadeaneffortwith

anyone.Ihadunrealisticexpectationsofwhat

theirsupportshouldhavebeentorealisethat

they'vealwaysbeenthereforme.



Auntynom:AobabyIeventhoughtyou've

bailedonus.

Shedriesherhandandgivesmeahug.This

womangivesthebesthugs.TothinkI'veknown

herforyearsbutit'sonlyafterthedivorcethatI

learnthowwisesheis.EverytimeIfeltdown

andatthebrinkofgivingupshe'llalwaysbe

theretogivemeassuranceandthewillto

soldieron.

Me:Andmissonagoodplateoffood,never!

DidImentionthatshe'sthebestcook?

Her:You'realwaysusingmewena!



Shehitsmewithakitchencloth.

Her:Iamgoingtohavetofindyouawife.

Lindiwe:Whoneedsawife?

OureyeslockandIswearIfeelmyheartleave

mybody.Isitnormalforonepersontoown

another'ssoullikethis?

Me:Ialreadyhaveawifema.

AuntynomsmileswidelyandLindiweblushes.

Lindiwe:Uhmmma,thetableisset.



Auntynom:HauLindiwearen'tgoingtogreet

yourbrother.

Eeuw!I'veneveronceimaginedherlikethat,

she'salwaysbeenmylove.

Lindiwe:SawubonaSfiso.

Me:MaLephoto.

IsaymovingtowardsherandIcanseeshe's

frozen.IwasgoingtogoinforahugbutIcan

sensethatshe'suncomfortablesoIpassand

standbehindher.OneofthethingsthatIlove

aboutLynnisherheightstandingbesidesher

alwaysstrikesmyegobecausebeingtallerthan

hermakesmefeelmoreinchargeandmanly.



Me:Where'sdad?

Auntynom:Study.

Me:Okaycallmewhenthefoodisready.

Her:Hau!You'renothelpingmetoday?

Me:Ineedtotalktodadplusumakotiukhona

moos.

Iwinkatherandshelaughsloudlyeven

clappingherhands.IexitbeforeLynn'slook

killsme.Ipasstheloungeandthat'swherethe

gangisgathered.LuvuyoandSiyabongaare

playingplaystationandVuyo,Sino,Nkanyezi

andLwandlearewatchingcartoons.Thenoise



thesetwoaremakingclearlybotherstherest

butIdoubttheycare.I'veneverseentwopeople

withsomuchincommon.LynnandIneedto

prepareourselvesifSiyawillgrowanythinglike

whatIusedtobe.

“Daddydaddywam!”NkanyezirunstomeandI

pickhimupandalsotakeLwandle,he'stwo

yearshisseniorbutyouwon'ttellbecause

Nkanyeziistall.

Me:Missedmechamp?

HenodsandsodoesLwandle.Iamterribleat

playingwithkidslikeIamabletospoilthem

andtalkbutI'vebeenlearningespeciallysinceI

gettheboyseverysecondweek.



Lwandle:Malume,Nkanyezisaysthathe'sin

grade2.

Nkanyezi:Ididn'tsaythatLwandleislie!

Me:Whoo!Nofighting.Iboughtyouicecream

goandaskGogoforsome.

Theybothwiggleoutofmyarms.

They'rebothreplicasofLuyandaandI.You'd

swearbesibaphika.Iwatchthemrunouttothe

kitchenandIknowIamintrouble.

Me:Kidos.

Them:Heybhuti.



TheysayinunisonincludingSiya.Noneofthem

ispayingattentiontomesoIchosetoleave

beforeIfeelrejected.Dadiswearinghis

spectacles,speakingonthephone,clearly

frustratedandtypingatthesametime.I'vehad

theprivilegeofwatchinghiminactionandhe's

abeastonhisownleague.Heeatsthe

oppositionalive.Helooksupacknowledgesme

andsmiles.Imovetotheseatoppositehim

whilehecontinuesroaringtothepersononthe

otherline.Itakethistimetostudythisroom,

therearebooksstackedontheshelf,thedécor

isvintageandeverythingaroundiswoodyand

smellslikelavender.Histableisspotlessas

expected,filesareneatlystackedandthere'sa

familyportraitofme,him,Lee,Khanya,and

Thandowhenwewerestillyoung,IthinkIwas8

ifnot9yearsold.Irememberthedaythephoto

wastaken,wehadjustmovedtoanewhouse



becausehemadepartner,Icouldn'treally

understandbutmomkeptcryingandsmilingat

thesametimesayingGodhadblessedus.

That'sthemostvividmemoryofusbeingall

happyasafamily.

Him:It'sgoodtoseeyouson,howhaveyou

been?

WeshoulderhugandIgetbacktomyseat.

Me:Iamgoodexceptworkhasreallybeen

hectic.

Him:IguesstheLephoto'sweremadeforhard

labour.



Me:Hai!Idon'tthinkIseemyselfworkingfor

thathospitalforever.

Him:Sowhat'stheplan?

Me:OpeningasurgerybutIamstillsavingfor

that.

Him:YouknowIcanfundyou.

Me:AndyouknowIwanttodothisbymyself.

Him:Pridefulandstubborn.

Me:Iammyfather'sson.



Hechucklesandhestandsuptopourusa

glassofhisfinestscorch.YouknowhowhardI

workedtofinallyearnaglass.

Him:Youseemlikeyouhavealotonyourmind.

Ididsaywe'vebecomeclose.

Me:IwanttomarryLindiweagain.

Ishootstraighttothepoint,it'swhoIam.Ihate

beatingaboutthebush,Ilovearawreaction

thananinfluencedone.

Him:Wow!SoIassumeyou'vealreadyasked

her.

Me:No.We'vebeenbacktogetherforthree



monthsnowandIwanttomakeitforever.I

loveher.

Him:Iknowyoudo.

Me:That'swhyIcametoaskforherhandin

marriage.Iwanttodothingstherightwaythis

time.Iloveherdadandshe'stheonlywoman

thatmatterstomyheart,bodyandspirit.

Hejustnodsandseemstobeindeepthoughts.

Me:IneedyourblessingsbababecauseIfeel

likeourfirstchancefailedbecausewedidn'tdo

thingstherightway.

Hestandsandwalksuptome.Idon'tknowwhy



IamexpectingapunchmaybeIknowhow

muchhecaresformywoman.Hepullsmeup

insteadandhugsme.

Him:It'saboutfuckentime!

Iamshocked!

Him:Ittookyoulongenough.Iamveryproudof

you,Mbhelewomenarespecialvesselsthey

needstrongmenlikeus.

Me:Doesthismeanthatyouapprove?

Him:HaikeLephotoIdon'tknowwhatmoreI

cansay.



Me:Thankyousomuchforthisinfactnotonly

thisbutbybuildingmeupwhenIfeltbroken

andlost.

Him:Iloveyousonandnothingbringsmemore

joythanseeingyoubecomethemanyouought

tobe.You'vebecomeatrueLephotomannow.

Youdon'tknowhowlongI'vewaitedtohear

thesewords.Iswallowthelumpinmythroat

andwegetbacktoourseats.

Me:I'veputherthroughsomuchdad,the

thoughtofitallclogsmyheart.ButIknowI

havedonealotofhealingandI'veworked

throughmyissues.Iamreadytobeher

husband.



Him:Iamgladyouworkedonyourselfsonand

tookthisseparationasalearningcurve.Iam

proudofyou.

Me:Sothelobolanegotiations?

Him:Thatwon'tbenecessaryseeingthatyou've

alreadypaidandinourcultureyou'restill

marriedeventhoughthelegalpapersstate

differently.

Me:WellIneverthoughtIwouldlivetoseethe

greatJakeLephototurndownmoney.

Hereleasesafulllaugh.

Him:Ungijwaelakabiwena!



Hestandsupandleadustothedoor.

Him:You'remysonSfisoandthatmeans

something.

Wehugonemoretimeandjointhefamily.We

findthatLeeandLuhavejoinedus.

Lee:Mybrother!

Shesayscheerfullyandweshareahug.

Me:Wherearemyspongebobs.

Her:They'resleepinginSino'sroom.



Me:Can'twewakethemup?

Her:HaaSfiso!Yho!Doyouknowhowharditis

togetthemtosleep?Ican'tputmyselfthrough

that.

Lu:Bafo,Howareyou?

Leegoesovertothekitchen.

Me:Iamgrandmanwenaunjani?

Lu:Iamgoodmanjustcrazytired.

Me:Lookslikebothofyouareexhausted.Iwas



tryingtoconvincethiswifeofyoursthatwe

shouldwakeupthegirlsbutshe'shearingnone

ofit.

Lu:Youdon’tknowwhatyou'reaskingfor.

Thosegirlswillturnthishouseintoamatchbox

andmywifeistiredmansheneedstherest.

Anywaydidyoufindwhatyouwerelookingfor?

Hewhispers.

Me:Thanksforcomingthroughbruh,everything

isinorderjustwaitingfortheperfecttime.

Lu:Timneverdisappoints.

Auntynom:Come,thefoodisready.



Thedinnertablehas8chairsandwe'retenso

dadsuggeststhatweeatinfrontoftheTV.We

alleatinhappychatterandlaughter,thetriplets

relaystoriesaboutschool,Nkanyeziand

Lwandlearefightingforattention,Lynnlooks

nervousashell.Ilookathertypingonher

phoneandamessagecomesthroughmine.

**Ithinkweshouldnottellthemtonight**

Ilookatherindisbelief,Iamnotinthemood

forgamessoIclearmythroatandeveryone

turnstome.

Me:Ihavesomenewstosharewithyou.

Auntynomlooksatdadandheshrugswitha



smirkonhisface.

Dad:Kidspleaseexcuseus.

Sino:Haudadwealsowanttohearthebig

announcement.

Dad:Don'ttestmeSinovuyo!

Shegroansasshefollowstherestofthekids

out.

Lee:Pleasedon'ttellmeyou'redying!Iswear

thisfamily’sdramadoesnotend.

Lu:GivehimachancetotalkBella.



Iamsuddenlynervouswhenalleyesareonme.

Me:LindiweandIarebacktogether.It'sbeen

threemonthsnowandwethoughtyouall

deservetoknow,Iammadlyinlovewithher

andshelovesmetoo.

She'snotkeepingeyecontactallthistime

she'splayingwithherphone.

Auntynom:Wow!ThankJehovahtheGodof

miraclesandblessingsheneverceasestohear

ourprayers.

Lee:Congratulations!Wealmostthoughtitwas

over.



ShejumpstoLynnandtheyhugandthen

comestome.

Lee:Iamsohappythatyoufinallysecuredthis

finemama.

Lynn:Hey!Iamstillhere.

Auntynom:Iamguessingwewillbehavinga

weddingsoon.Don'tgivemethatlookLindiwe,I

amabouttodieandallIwantistoseeyou

walkingdowntheaisle,notthissigningbullshit.

Lynn:Mama!

Lee:Bathatheauntynom.



Dad:Iagreewithyourmother,wewantabig

wedding,I'llevenpayforeverything.

Lynn:Noneedtobetalkingaboutweddings,it's

tooearly,we'restillfindingourfeet.

Me:Butthegoalistogetmarriedright?

Lynn:Iwillgoputtheseaway,mindlendinga

handLee?

Shegivesmeadisapprovinglookand

disappearstothekitchen.

Auntynom:Givehertimeyouknowhowshe

reactstopressure.She'saprivateperson.



Me:IgetthatbutIam35yearsoldmama,I

needtosettledownsoonandbuildourfamily.

Lu:Alothashappenedandthefactthatshe

gaveyouachancemeansshealsowantsyouin

herfuturebutdon'tpushit.Letitbeonherown

terms.

Me:It'shardbecauseIknowIcanmakeher

happy.

Dad:Thenletherfigureitoutonherown.Ifyou

keeponpushingyou'llloseherandgobackto

beingthehobo(homelessperson)youwere?

TheylaughatmeandIchuckle.



Me:You'resayingIlookedlikeahomeless

person?

Dad:That'sdownplayingit.

Lu:Yahhelookedlikeshit!

Theylaughagain.Ilovetherelationshipdadhas

withLuyanda.Youwon'tevensayhe'snothis

son,herespects,lovesandtreatshimlikehis

own.ButIguessLuyandamakesiteasy.

Me:ShekeepsmesaneandIdon'tknowwhatI

woulddoifIeverloseher.

Lynn:Andyou'llneverhavetofindout.



Shecomesbehindmeandwrapsherarms

aroundmyneckandkissesmyforehead.

Lee:Ncoahyouguys.

Auntynom:WhatGodhasyokedtogetherno

manshallputapart.PraisebetoHim.

•

•

•

Me:Sotonightit'sjustyouandme?

Iwigglemyeyebrowsandsherollshereyes.

We'redrivingtomyhouseandit'ssafetosay

thatdinnerwentwell.Everyoneseems

genuinelyhappythatwe'reworkingonusagain.



Her:StopbeingsillywhenIgethomeIam

goingstraighttobed.Iamonmyperiods.

Me:Nobaby.

Isayvividlydisappointed,Iplannedaverywild

nightforus.

Her:Youshouldlookatyourface.Kahlekahle

whatareyouplanningtodotomeLephoto?

Me:Firstofalldon'tplaylikethatIalmost

turnedaroundtodropyouoffyourplace.

Her:Becauseofsex?



Me:Youdon'tunderstandhowhornyI'vebeen

todaybabyIreallyneedmyfix.

Her:Youareanaddictnow.

Me:It'syourpussymylovekeepsmecoming

backformore.

Her:Sies!

Me:OksalayoIloveyouandtonightwe'retaking

ittothenextlevel.

Shelooksatmeandshakesherhead,wedrive

insilencelisteningtosongsbySjava.

•

•



•

Threeweekslater...

Lindiwe

Mybodyfeelslikeit'sbeenhitbyatrain,alot

happenedlastnight,let'sjustsaythatthe

playingisonanotherlevel.Ichecknexttome

andSfisoisnotinbed,maybehewentjogging,I

don'tknowwherehegetstheenergytowakeup

andexerciseinthiscoldweather.Itakemy

phoneunderthepillowandthebatteryisdead

soIdragmybodyupandputitonthecharger.

Thebedsideclockreads8:15amandIam

surprisedthattheselittlerascalsarenot

bargingintoourroom.It'sJuneholidaysandwe

arevisitingSfisoforthisweek.It'sbeen

amazing.Sfisohasgonebacktobeingtheman

thatIfirstfellinlovewith,withafewother



improvements.Theysaythesecondtimeyou

willdoitbestandthat'sshowingtobetruein

ourcase.Wespendeverydaytogetherwhether

fromskyping,texting,calling,goingondates

andvisitingeachother.Purebliss.

WhenthefamilyfoundoutIwassosurethey

wouldbeagainsttheideaofusbeingtogether

againbuttheyacceptedandseemedlike

they'vebeenwaitingforthatmoment.Honestly

ithasmadethingsmucheasierforusbecause

asheputsit“wecanloveeachotherfreely".

Nancyisofftodaybecauseit'saSaturdaysoI

needtopreparebreakfastforthefamily.Igoto

thetoiletandpeefirstbeforefresheningup.

Somethingcatchesmyeye,it'samessage

writteninaredlipstick,**brushyourteethand

meetusdownstairs.Hurryup,Iloveyou**



IsmilelikearetardanddoasIamtold.Iknow

hehasasurpriseformebecausehe'sbeenthat

guysincewegotbackfromthatdinner.Iget

presentsnowandthen,fromloveletters,single

rosestofullromanticdates.Itakemyfluffy

gownandputitonandwalkdownstairsbare

footed,thishousehasfloorheaters.Nothing

preparedmeforthesightIseeattheendofthe

staircase.Iputmyhandovermymouthand

tearsstreamoutinvoluntary.

Them:Willyoupleasemarryus?

Theyplead.It'sSiya,NkanyeziandSfiso.

They'reallkneelingdownandSfisohasaringin

hishand.Ican'tarticulateanywordsbecause

thisisthebestproposaltome.We'vebeen

talkingmarriageandthesepastdaysliving

underthesameroofmademerealisethatthis



iswhatIalsowant.Mykidsarehappytohave

bothofushere,Iamglowingandlovewaking

upnexttohimeveryday.

Siya:Momwe'redyingouthere.Sowillyou

marryhim?

Inodunabletoutteranything.

Theyallcomerunningtomeandwesharea

familyhug.Hekeepskissingthecornerofmy

eyestostopthetearsfromcomingout.

Him:IloveyousomuchLindiweandIswear

thistimewillbedifferentthankyousomuchfor

this.Ourkids,ourhome,thankyouMaLephoto.



Wekissslowlyuntiltheboysgroanin

frustration.

Siya:Ithinkourjobisdoneherelet'sgo

skhokho.

Hepickshimupandtheyleaveusstanding

there.

Him:Justsowe'reclearyou'vejustsaidyes

right?

Me:Yes!Iwanttobeyourwife.

HeslipstheringonandIlovethecutand

everythingaboutthisring.Wekissandgetlost

inthatmoment.It'saperfectmomentthat



deservestobecapturedforever.Myheart

solelybelongstohim.Westopthekissleaving

meabitdizzy.

Me:IloveyousomuchSfiso.

Him:IloveyoutoosthandwasamandIpromise

toloveyouuntilforever.

Me:There'snomewithoutyou.

Him:There'snomewithoutyou.

HepullsmeintohisarmsandI'veneverfeltso

sheltered,nurturedandlovedlikeinthis

moment.Ourforeverbegins...



Thestorycontinuesasplanned.

Chapter30(Finalfinal)

Lindiwe

Iamdonebathing,havemadethekids

breakfast,Iamalreadydressedupbutthere's

nosignofSfiso.Sigh.Hewassupposetobe

hereby8ambutitiswellafter9:30am.Ineed

todomyhairandbuygroceriesforthemonth.

TodayisThursday,IknowIcandothis

tomorrowbutit'sanothercrazydayforthis

momoffive.Nkanyezihasasoccermatch,

Luthuliisgoingonatrip,thetwinshaveballet

lessons,sotodayismyonlychance.Idecideto

callhim.



Me:Daddy.

Him:Mylove(hesighs)

Iknowthattonehe'sabouttodisappointme.

Me:AaSfisoyoupromisedyouwillbehere.

Him:IamsorrybabyItriedtogetawaybut

everythingischaotichere.Lookjustleavethem

behindandIwillleavenow.

Me:Mxm!Yegela!

Him:Nobaby.Look,bringthemtotheclinicI

amdrivingtherenowjusttomakeroundsandI

don'tmindhavingthemherebecausethereisa



playroom.

Me:SonowIhavetodrivetherefirst?

TheLuthuliClinicisourbaby.Westartedit

fromscratch,boughtthebuilding,rampeditup,

requestedgovernmentsubsidy,hirednurses

andnowit'safullrunning24hoursprivateclinic.

Ittookyearstogetittowhereitis,Ihadtoquit

myjobandfocussolelyonitwhileSfisowas

workingtogetmoneytosustainussonowfive

yearslaterIcanseeallourtearsandsweatand

prayerspaidoff.Wegettotakehomeabout

halfamillioneverymonthwhichisaveryhefty

amounttosustainoursoccerteamfamily.

Him:Iloveyoumuntuwamdon'tbemadatme

love,youknowIdon'thaveanychoice.



Me:WhateverSfisoIwillbetherein30minutes.

HesighsandIcantellthathe'sfeelingguilty

whichalsomakesmefeelguiltybecauseI

knowheworksreallyhardforthebothusand

totakecareofourfamily.Heismysuperman.

Him:IloveyouandIamsorryIknowitmeanta

lotforyoutohaveyourspace.

Me:It'sokaybaby,Iamsorry,Iambeingselfish.

Iloveyoutoo.Letmecleanthemupandwewill

beonourway.

Him:Okaymylove.Don'tpushyourselftoohard

dowhatyoucanandIwillfinishtherestofthe

choreswhenIgethome.



Ichuckle.YouseewhatImeanwhenIsayhe's

asuperman.

Me:Everythingisdonebabedon'tworry.

Him:OkayIjustgothereletmecheckifthe

shiphasn'tsunk.

Sfisohiresstraightoutofvarsitydoctors,he

givesthemexperienceandhiresyouifyou

knowyourstory.Heisverystrictthatoneand

onlyafewcanmeethisstandards.EvenwhenI

amworkingthere,whichiseverysecond

weekend,hewillhoveraroundmemakingsure

thatIdon'tmakeanymistakes.

Me:IappreciateyountateLephotho.



Him:AndIyouMalephoto.

Ismileandhangup.Itakeahugesighbefore

lookingoverinthediningroom.Iburymyhead

inmyhands.Uggh!IwasreallyhopingthatI

couldjustwalkoutherewithouthavingtodeal

withtheserascals.

Nkanyezi:Mamaareyouokay?

Ilookupandsmileathim.Ofallmyfivekids

thisoneI'vedoneagreatjobatraising.Hehas

averycalmingdemeanour,anaturalgentleman,

helooksafterhissibling,doeswellinhisschool

work,hasfewfriends,alwaysindoors,and

doesn'tmissanopportunitytohelpout.



Me:Heyskhoskho.Ididn'tseeyoustanding

there.

It'searlyinthemorningbutthetwinsare

alreadyhavingapartywatchingDocMcstuffins.

HeputsthedishesinthesinkandIam

assumingthatallofthemhaveheardtheir

cereal.LikeIsaidNkanyeziisagreathelpbutI

worryabouthim,he'stooyoungtobethis

responsible.JustintuneLuthulialsocomesin

thekitchen,himandhisbrotherareinseparable.

HeiseightyearsoldandIgavebirthtohima

fewmonthsafterwegotmarried.Expectantly

healsolookslikehisfather,heisalsoabit

calmer,thankstoNkanyezi'sinfluence.

Theothertwo,myGod,whydidIwantgirlsin

thefirstplace.NoluthandoandLelothando.

Thosegirlsgivemeaheadachefromthetime



theywerebornthey'vemadetheirexistencefelt.

They'refiveyearoldfraternaltwins.Theydon't

lookalikeonelookslikemeandanotherlooks

likeLucy.They'repersonalityismoreidentical

thantheirlooks.They'respoilt,let'sblametheir

fatherandunclesforthat,they'retalkative,

activeandcute.Theybothhavedimplesthat

we'restilltryingtofigureoutweretheyget,big

naturalhair,verylightwithpinkpoutylipsand

bigcuteeyesthattheybothtakefromme.

WhenIhadthemweweren'tevenawarethatI

waspregnantuntilreallylateinthepregnancy,I

discoveredthattheyweretwinsandwedidn't

knowthattheyweregirlsuntiltheywereborn.

Bestdayofmylife.Sfisohadcriedtheentire

timeduringdeliveryandcriedevenmorewhen

hefoundoutthatwehadbeenblessedwithtwo

princesses.They'rethreeyearsapartfrom

LuthuliandIhadmytubestiedbecauseIreally

can'thandlehavingmorekidsanditseems

Sfiso'sspermhasastrongbondwithmyeggs.



Me:Ihavetodriveyouguystotheclinicwewill

meetdadthere.

Luthuli:Ihatetheclinicmamacan'twestay

homeanddaddywillfindushere.

Hesulks.IcantellNkanyezialsodoesn'twant

togobutheistoomuchofmysweetheartto

fightwithme.

Nkanyezi:IwillbathwithLuthuliandyoucan

cleanthegirlsandthenwecango.Ihateit

whenyou'resadmama.

Me:Thankyouboy,comehere.



HecomesintomyarmsandLuthulijumpsin,

soonthegirlsalsojumpin.

Lelo:Mommypickmeup!

Shedemands.

Nkanyezi:What'sthemagicwordLelo.

“Pleaseee"theysayinunison.

Theydothisalot.Ifonecries,theybothcry,

theyorderthesamefood,lovewearingthe

sameclothes,theydon'thaveanyotherfriend,

theyloveplayingwitheachotherandhardly

everfight.Ipickbothofthemupandwewalk

upthestairstomyroom.Theysharearoom



nexttoours,thenNkanyeziandLuthuli,thenthe

onethatSiyauseswhenhecomesby,whichis

rareandtwoguestrooms.Welocatedtoa

biggerhouseoncethefamilykeptincreasing,

withabiggeryardandalotofspace.Ithrow

themonthebedanditmakesthembounce,

theylovethatasaresulttheylaughloudly.I

keepdoingthatandtheyaskformoreasthey

laughuncontrollably.Ilovehowtheireyes

twinklewhentheylaughandtheirdimplesshow

off,itwarmsmyheart.TothinkIneverwanted

kidsandnowIhavefive,youcan'tdenyGod's

planaboutyourlifeandasmuchas

motherhoodisexhausting,Iwouldn'thaveitany

otherway,Ican'timaginemylifewithoutmy

kids.

Ifinishpreppingthegirlsandgocheckonthe

boystoseeifIcanhelp.Theirwearing

matchingwhiteT-shirtsanddenimwith



sneakers,straightcapsandshades,yeptheir

Sfiso'skids.Everytimewegotothemallhe

goescrazywithshopping,alltheexpensive

brandsandtheyloveit.Thetwins'tasteisalso

highlyinfluencedbythat,someoftheirclothes

wouldbuyawholemonthsupplyofgroceryfor

two.

Me:Needanyhelp?

Him:Nahwearecoolma.InfactIthinkwe're

doneorkanjaniskhoskho?

Theydotheirveryweirdhandshakethatthey

alwaysdowhentheyagreeonsomethingbut

SfisoandImakebeautifulkidsfam.Theseboys

aregoingtobreakalotofhearts.



Me:Let'sgo!

Thetwinsgetdownonthestairs.They'reboth

wearingfloralpinkshortjumpsuitswithpink

andwhitepumps,Itiedtheirhairintwo

ponytails,theirwearingtheirhellokitty

sunglassesandeachcarryingagoldslingbag.

OkaysoIamalsoguiltyofalltheshopping.I

can'thelpit,they'retoocuteandeverytimeIam

inaclothingstoremyeyeslandongirlclothes.I

packsomesnacksforthemanddrinks,Idon't

knowhowlongSfisoisgoingtobeattheclinic,

hetendstogetcarriedaway,Idon'twantmy

kidstostarve.Itakethecaroutthegarageand

Istraptheminandwegetgoing.

Me:Heystopfighting.

Ilookattherear-viewmirrorthereisacoldwar



betweenLuthuliandhissisters.Ithinkmybaby

didn'twanttogrowupyetwhenthesetwowere

bornbutit'sthesamesituationwithNkanyeziI

meanhewasonlythreewhenLuthuliwasborn.

Theystopimmediatelyandstartplayingon

theirtablets,anotherideaItotallydisputedbut

theirunclesandauntboughtthem.Thetriplets

areallgrownupnow,VuyowenttoCubato

studymedicine,Luvuyoisaneventplannerand

ownsaclub(muchtoJake'sdisapproval),Sino

isajuniorlawyeratdad'sfirm.They'veeach

workedhardtoassumethelifethattheyhave

now.

IparkoutsidetheclinicandeverytimeIstep

foothereIcan'tbelieveitbelongstous.It'sour

biggestachievementyetandwe'vebeen

planningtoexpandittootherprovincesonce

thissidehascompletelysettled.Myhusband

walksoutpushingapatientonawheelchairand



Ican'thelpthebutterfliesthatgatherinmy

stomachwhenoureyesmeet.Heisstillthe

mosthottestmanonearth,hewalkstowards

ushiseyesstillfixedonme,shamehelooks

exhaustedbutIknowbetterthantosuggesthe

rests“thetimeforrestingwillcomeonceour

futureissecured"healwayssays.

Thekidsrushtohimandhepicksupthegirls

andhugstheboys.Hekissesthey'reforehead

andthisrighthereiswhatwecallapicture

perfectmoment..Hewhisperssomethinginto

theirearsandtheyallrunintotheclinic.

Him:Malephoto

Hestillmanagestomakemeblush.Ifallinto

hisarmsanditfeelslikeIhaven'tseenhimina

longtime.Hehasbeenhavingdoubleshiftsto



makeupforthecouplesretreatwe'regoingto

nextmonth.

Me:Imissyousomuchdaddy.

Him:MetoobabyatleastIamoffforthenext

threedays.

Me:Youdon'tsmellnice.

Hechucklesandpullsmeevencloser.

Him:Ihaven'tbathedbabyIdon'thavetimefor

that.Isittooobvious?

Me:NomylovejustthatIknowyoutoowell

andIknowyourscent.



Him:Iamleavingat11am.Yho!Ihaven'tslept

sinceyesterday.

Me:YouknowIhateitwhenyoudothattoour

body.

Him:Wellourbodycanhandleit.Letmego

beforetheydestroyourclinic.

Me:Orharassyourpatients.

Him:Especiallythosegirls.

Webothlaughandwekissbrieflybeforehe

opensmydoorandIslipin.Wekissoncemore

andIstartthedrivetothesalon.There'sso



manyerrandsIneedtocoverbutit'sbetter

whenIamonmyown.

Nkosinathi

Iwatchasshetakeseachchildtothebackof

thecar,straptheminwhilelaughingwiththem.

Shelooksreallybeautiful,angelicandcontent.I

can'thelpbutfeellikethiswassupposetobe

ourlife,she'ssupposedtobemywifewithour

kids.Thosetwopumpkinsinpinkthatlook

exactlylikeherweresupposetobeshouting

“daddy"tome.That'sallI'vebeendreamingof

thewholefiveyearsinthatloonybin.

Dadwasabletocutmysentenceshortwiththe

ultimatumthatIgetoutofthecountryandwill

beunderhousearrestwhereverIwillbeliving.

SoImovedtoLondontostaywithXoliandonly



camebacklastmonth.EverydaysinceIcame

backIfollowheraround.Herroutineisalways

thesame,shegoesjogginginthemorning,

takesthekidstoschoolandback,every

fortnightweekendsheworksattheclinic,she

doesgroceryshoppingatMerlynMall.Ifollow

withsomedistancebetweenusandmyblood

boilsasusualwhenIseeherwithhim.Iknow

thisiswronginalllevelsbutIcan'thelpmyself,

Iwantherforme.Shebelongswithme.

IgotalotofhealingatthefacilitythatIwas

lockedupin.IfeelawholelotbetternowandI

understandmyillness,I'vebeencontinuingwith

mytreatmentandIhaveforgivenmyselfforthe

thingsIdidundermysickness.Itaketheblame

fornotrealisinghowdangerousitwasandI

despitemyparentsforfeedingintothatpartof

me.Ihaven'tspokentomydadsincehecame

toseemeinLondontwoyearsagoandIdon't



plantodoso.Hesoldmymotheroutand

althoughIalsodon'twantherinmylifebutshe

didn'tdeservetogodownalone.Whichmakes

medetestmyfatherevenmorebecauseno

manintheirrightmindwouldn'twanttoprotect

theirpartnerlikehedid,justgoestoshowthat

heisaspineless,soullessandunreliable

excuseofamanandIwantnothingtodowith

him.Iwaitoutsidethesalonasshedoesher

hair,allthewhileIamlisteningtothissongAce

senttomelastweek,ImpilobySjava,thelyrics

arehealingmeandhinderingmefromdoing

somethingstupidthatImightregretlater

“Sengaze(sengaze)kufumuntungenxa

yothando

Ngiyaziakukholulaumuntuumthandeak'tshele

ukuthiuthandoluphelile

Kodwaimpilokumeleiqhubeke



Ngiyaziakukholulaumuntuumthandeak'tshele

ukuthiuthandoluphelile

Kodwaimpilokumeleiqhubeke

[Bridge]

Kuyokusizanganiukumgwaza

Kuyok'sizanganiukumdubula,umshise

Myekele

Kodwaimpilokumel'qhubeke

Kodwaimpilokumel'qhubeke”

Shewalksoutofthesalonlookingstunning

thanever.Idon'tknowhowmyhearthas

managedtokeeplovingheruntilthistimebut

itdoes.Itstillyearnsforhervoice,hertouchbut

mostlyherforgiveness.Don'tgetmewrong,I

completelyunderstandthelengthatwhichI

hurtherandIhatemyselfforitbutIneedher

toforgivemeandunderstandthatIwasn'tin



therightframeofmind.

Shehasacurlyshortbrownhairstyleonand

judgingfromthenumberofselfiesshejust

tookshe'shappywithit.Iwatchhercrossthe

streettoMuggnBeanandIthinkthatthisis

theonlychanceIcanspeaktoher.We'reina

publicspacesoIamhopingIwon'tfreakher

out.Iswitchthemusicoff,sayalittleprayer

andwalktotherestaurant.Thewaiterwavesto

atableonthesidebutIpointthatIamwith

Lynn.Ifollowherbehindasshewalkstoher

table,sheopensmychairandLynnlookslike

someonespillcoldwateronher,she'sfrozen

onherseat.

Me:Thankyoumayyoupleasegiveusa

moment.



ShelooksatLynnandshe'sstillnotmoving,the

waitercansensethetension,youcancutitwith

aknifebutshemovesawayregardless.Itakea

seatoppositeherandwekeepquietjuststaring

ateachother.She'sshakenandhertearsblind

hereyes.Ireachforherhandthat'sholdingthe

booksheflinchesanditdropstothefloor,she

doesn'tbotherpickingituphereyesareglued

onmine.

Me:Hi

Iclearmythroat.Ihadalwaysplannedonwhat

tosaywhenwemet.I'verehearsedthespeech

somanytimesbutnowitfailsme.Shesnaps

andstandsup,takesherbookfromthefloor,

takesoutmoneyfromherbag,paysthebill,

standsuptogobutIpullherhand.Thissets

heroff.



Her:Fuckoff!Leavemethefuckalone!

ShescreamsbutIrefusetolethergoamid

thesehorriblestaresIamgettingfromthestaff

andthepeoplehavingameetingatthecorner

table.Iamrelievedthattheplaceisnotthatfull.

Irealisethatsomeofthesepeoplemight

actuallycallthecopsonmesoIletgobut

quicklyfollowheroutside.Hecarisparkedabit

ofadistancefromwheretherestaurantis,

thankfully.Irunuptoherandfinallycatchup

andblockherway.

Me:Willyoupleasejustgivemefiveminutes.I

justwanttotalkthat'sall.

Her:FuckyouNkosi!Voetsekleavemethefuck



alone.

Me:Uyathuganamanje?

Her:Don'taskmeshitpleasejustgobackto

thehellholeyoucamefrom,LEAVEMEALONE.

Shestartsrunningtohercar,Irunafterherand

itlooksridiculous.IamaZulumanrunning

afterawomanonthestreetwhilepeoplemight

belooking.Iscoopherupthemomentwemake

contactagain,shekicks,screamsandeven

bitesmebutIamnotlettinghergountilshe

hearsmeout.Iputheratthebackofmycar

andlockthedoors,thankGodforchildlock

becauseyoucannotunlockfromtheinside.

Her:Takemeoutofthiscarthisinstant



Nkosinathi!

Ialmostwanttolaughatthewayshe'smade

hervoicesternandcommanding.

Me:Ijustwanttotalk.

IdrivetoAce'sloft.HimandAmandahavebeen

havingproblemssohemovedoutjusttoclear

hismind.Theloftiswherehenormallymeets

upwithsuppliersandclients.It'sabout10kms

fromwherewearesoIdrivetherequickly.

Her:Idon'twanttotalktoyou.Thisis

kidnappingNkosi.Youcandojailtimeforthis.

Iprayonmyancestorsthatshedoesn'tpress



anychargesorelseIamgoingstraightbackin

becauseoneofmyparoleconditionsisthatI

stay100kmsawayfromher.WearriveandI

openherdoor,shepretendstobecalmbutas

soonasshemakescontactwiththegroundshe

startsrunning.Aarg!Notthisagain.Ichase

afterherandlikeearliercarryherlikeasackof

potatoes,lockmycarandgointothebuilding.

ThecodetoeverythingAceownsisAmanda's

birthdaysogettinginiseasy.Icanseethe

shockinAce'seyesasIwalkin.

Me:Don'tsayit.

Him:Haibafomanjeuyabhedandoda.

Me:Ijustneedtotalktoher.



She'snothelpingwiththescreamingandbiting.

Iwalkpastthemtohisroomandputherdown

onthebed,leaveherthereandlocktheroom.I

amgivinghertimetocooldown.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatIamdoing.Ijustneedto

makeherunderstand.

It'sManqoba,AceandtwootherguysIhave

met.Acesignalsthatwetalkinthekitchen.

Him:Ithoughtwehadagreedthatyouwillstay

awayfromher.

Me:Ican'tmoveonwithmylifeuntilshehears

meout.



Him:Sokidnappingherdrivesyourpointhome.

Iscratchmyheadinfrustration.ClearlyIwasn't

thinkingstraight.

Him:You'vecometoofarjusttogetyourshit

togetherdon'tloseitbecauseofsomethingthat

isn'tworthit.

Me:She'sworthit.

Him:She'snotyours.

Weletthosewordslinger.Iguessit'sonly

sinkingnowthatshemightnotwanttoforgive

menowevenworsethanbefore.



Me:Letmejustexplaineverythingtoherand

seewhereitwillplaceus.

Him;Iamgivingyou15minutesorIamcalling

thecopsmyself.

Heisnotjoking.Hetakesoutbeerfromthe

fridgeandstartswalkingbutstopsmidway.

Him:Your15minutesstarted30secondsago.

Igroanandtakewaterfromthefridgeandrun

upstairs.Ifindherinaballcryingsilently.It

breaksmyheart.Ihadn'tthoughtthingsthrough.

Impulsivenessisanothersymptomofthis

illness.



Me:Hey

Shesitsstraightupandrestsherchestonthe

headboard.Hereyesareredandswollenand

nosepink.She'sstillthemostbeautifulwoman

intheworld.

Me:Iwon'thurtIjustwanttotalk.

Her:YourapedmeNkosi,torturedmeforhours,

saidheartrippingwordstome,andthenyou

tossedmeonthestreethalfdeadlikeIwasan

animal.Sotellmewhatyouwanttotalkabout.

Herwordscutdeepintomysoul.Ithoughtby

nowshewould'veforgottenbutIguesssucha

traumaticexperienceisnoteasytoforget.



Me:Iwasn'tmyselfPunkie.

Her:Don'tfuckencallmethat.

Shestartsgettingviolentwithmehittingmeon

mybackwithherfistandthenaslapwhenI

turnaround.IaminfuriatedbutIhavetolether

haveherpowerback.Shekeepsthrowing

thingsatme,kickingandhittingmeandIstand

theremotionlessuntilshebreaksdownagain.

MyowntearsstartfallingbecauseofthepainI

causedher.Idon'trememberanythingfrom

thatnightbutIsawthepicturesandher

statement,itwasbrutal.Iholdherinmyarms

andshedoesn’tfightback.Shecontinuesto

sobonmychestuntilshehasnotearsanymore.



Me:IamreallysorryLindiwe.Iwassickandit's

myfaultthatIdidn'tgetthehelpIneeded.I

havehurtalotofpeoplebecauseofmy

ignoranceanddenial.Iambetternow.I

understandmyconditionandIjustneededyou

toforgiveme.Orjusthearthatinmynormal

stateIwouldn'thavehurtyoulikethat.Icare

aboutyouLynnawholelotandIamsorryIput

youthroughthat.IwishIcouldtakeitallaway.

Shedoesn'tsayanythingbackbutIcantellthat

she'sindeepthoughts.Isitsilentlynexttoher.I

honestlydon'texpecthertoforgivemebutI

justneededhertoknowthatshemeansway

moretomethananyoneelseintheworldandI

wouldn'thavehurtherinthatway.

Her:Areyoutakingtreatmentandseeing

someone?



Me:Yes.

Her:YoureallydamagedmeNkosi.

Me:Iknow.

Wefallsilentagain.She'sseatedcomfortably

now.ShechucklesandIlookatherwitha

raisedeyebrow.

Me:What?

Her:Ihaven'theardthenamePunkieinyears.

Me:Wellyou'llalwaysbemypunkiepie.



Shechucklesagainandtakesadeepsigh.

Her:I'velongforgivenyouNkosi.Ichoseto

rememberthegentlepartofyounotthe

monsterIsawthatday.OnethingIstruggleto

doisforgetthehatredandangeryou

possessedthatday.Ican'thaveyoubackinmy

life.

Me:Iunderstand.

Wefallinsilenceagain.IamhurtbutIwon't

push.Igenuinelywantherfriendshipagain

becauseshe'stheonlypersonwhoIcouldbe

myselfaround.WehadagoodbondthatI

thoughtwasunbreakablebutIguessthepain

causedwastoomuch.Acebangsatthedoor.



Him:Yourtimeisup.TakeLindiwehome!

HeroarsandIlookatLynnandwe

communicatewithoureyes.Shenodsandwe

getoffthebed.Acebangsagainandhe's

gettingonmynerves.

Me:Haimaansik’zwile!

Him:Good!Nowopenthisdoor.

Iopenthedoor,helooksatmeandthenatLynn.

Him:Areyouokay?



Shesmiles.Godhelpme.

Her:Iamokaythanksforasking.Let'sgo(she

turnstome)

IpushAceoutofthewayandhealmostkicks

mybutt.Hehasbeenthereformethroughout

thiswholething.WhenIhadnoonehehad

alwaysmadesureIknewhewasinmycorner,

himandXoli.It'sonlywhenwepassthelounge

thatInoticethattheirpackingdrug

merchandiseinsmallpackages.IlookatAce

andhegivesmethemiddlefingerand

continuestotherestofthegang.Hepromised

thathewasleavingthislifebehind,maybe

that'swhyAmandakickedhimout.

Me:Itwasgoodtoseeyou.



Her:Weirdasitsounds,Iamalsohappytosee

thatyou'reokayandbacktoyouroldself.

Iopenhercardoor.Sheturnstomeandwehug.

Imisshavinghertinybodyintomyhugearms,

tobreatheinherscentandtohearherheart

beatagainstmine.Shepullsback,getsinher

carandrollsdownthewindow.

Her:TakecareNkosinathiDlamini.

Ismile.

Me:TakecareLindiweLephoto.

Shesmilesbackandwavesgoodbye.Startsher



carandoffshegoeswithmyheartbutimpilo

kumeleiqhubeke…

Sfiso

Me:Didhesaywhat'sthismeetingisabout?

Dad:Nobutknowingthatsonofyourshemight

begoingtoIraqforwar.

Webothburstintolaughter.Siyabongahas

calledafamilymeeting.Thatboywilldriveme

toanearlygrave.Wedidn'thaveasmooth

parentingwiththatone.We'vehadtwo

pregnancyscaresfromtwodifferentgirlswhen

hewasstillinhighschool,whenhereceived

goodmarksinmatricIthoughtwehadabreak

untilhedecidedthatvarsitywasn'tforhim,he



appliedforalearnershipatAngloAmerican

miningcompanyandtheytookhim,soon

enoughhemovedoutwhichdevastatedhis

mom,thecompanyeventuallyhiredhimonthe

conditionthathestudiesmetallurgyandthat's

whathe'sdoingknow.Hewalksonhisown

rhythm,thefactthathecanaffordeverything

hewantsdoesn'thelpwithhisarrogance.He

caresdeeplyabouthismotherandsiblingsbut

hisdecisionsleavemewithabittertasteallthe

time.

Me:Iamgoingtokillhimthistimeserious.

Dad:Wellheishisfather'sson.

Me:MinaIwasbetter.



Hechuckles.

Dad:Ifyousayso.

We'reseatedinthestudy.Dadistheonethat

helpsmewithallthelegalaspectsofourclinic.

We'vemanagedtoforgeanunbreakablebond

andI'velearntalotfromhim.Thetwinscome

bargingintheofficeandtheirpresenceissoon

feltoncetheystartspeakingatthesametime

withloudandsqueakyvoices.

Thando:Whatareyoudoing?

Lelo:Grandmmasaysyou'regossiping.

Theygiggleandwebothlaugh.



Dad:Whatelsedidshesay?

LelotriestospeakbutThandoplacesherhands

onhermouth.

Thando:NoLeloyouwillgetgrandmaintrouble.

Lelo:Oopsie.

Theygiggleagain.IputthemonmylapandI

startticklingthemandthey'relaughingso

loudly.

Me:Whatdidgrandmasay?



Ikeepticklingthem,Istopwhentheystart

turningredwithlaughter,mybeautifulyellow

bones.

Dad:Isbhutiherealready?

Them:Oh!Mamasaysweshouldtellyoubhuti

ishere.

Theygetoffmylapandrunout.Theyhad

completelyforgot.Welaughwithdadandhe

givesmethelook.

Dad:Iamproudofyou.

Me:Nomorekids.



Hechuckles.

Dad:Icantellyou'reexhausted.

Me:Iambarelyalivebutseeingmyfamily

happyiswortheverysweat.

Dad:Andmeseeingyouthisgrownup,makes

mysoulwarm.Iamatpeace.Youturnedout

well.

Me:Thankyoupops.IhopeSiyabongacan

alsogrowuptobelikethisorevenbetter.

Dad:Hewillgettheredon'tpressurehim.

Inod.



Dad:Yourmotherhateswaiting.

Me:IwilljustcheckontheboysandIwillbe

therenow.

Dad:Sharp.

WebothexitandIgototheboys’room.They're

watchingcartoonsonthelaptop.Nkanyezi

pausesonceheseesme.

Them:Hidad!

Me:Heychampsareyouokay?



Nkanyezi:We'recooljustwatchingmovies.

Me:OkayIloveyou.

Them:Weloveyoutoodad.

Thatwarmsmyheart.Umuntuukhulisile

straight.Threeboysandtwogirls.Goesto

showthatIhaveasuperwomaninmyhands.

She'sbeennothingshortofperfect.She'sbeen

ourpillarofstrength,oursunshineinthemost

darkestdaysandshe'sbeenouranchor.Ismile

thinkingofhowfarwe'vecomeandIcan'thelp

butthankGodforthesecondchancehehad

giventous.

Me:Don’tforgettocomedownfordinner.



Nkanyezi:TellLelotocomefetchus.

Me:Okay.

Luthuliisnotmuchofaspeaker.Heisalate

bloomer.Hestartedwalkingwhenhewas18

months,startedtalkingwhenhewasone,

stoppedpeeingthebedwhenhewassix,he

onlytalkswhenhe'shungryorwantssomething

otherwisehewilljustsmileandbecomeglued

toNkanyezi.

Siya:Pops.

Weshareahug.

Me:Unjani?



Siya:Iamhappy.Howareyou?

Me:Surviving.Youdon'tvisitanymore

Siyabongaandthathurtsyourmother.Wemiss

you.

Siya:Iwasherelastmonth.

Me:Youshouldbehereonceaweek.

Him:That'snotnormaldad.Iamnotakid

anymore.

Me:You'reourson.Nowtellme,whydidyou

callthisfamilymeeting?

Him:Eishcomelet'sgositdown.



Icantellbythewayhe'snervousheisaboutto

dropabombonourheads.Kellyjumpsonme

assoonassheseesus.Ican'tgetoverhow

forwardthisgirlis.Shehugsmeandkissesmy

cheek,IlookatLynnandsherollshereyes.My

wifeisbeautifulguys,she'sgainedweight

whichmakeshermoreattractive.Aproverbs

womanthatone.

Me:Heykellyhowareyou?

Her:Iamhappydad,howareyou?

Me:Iamgoodthanks.Baby.

IturntoLynnandshemakesspaceformeon

thecouch.Ipullheruptomychestandhave



myarmaroundherneck.Igetabonerjust

havinghersoclosetome.

Me:Imissyou.

Her:Imissyoutoo.

Me:Can'ttheyleavealready?

Shegiggles.

Auntynom:Angithiyoudoknowthatwecan

hearyou?

Me:It'sourhouse.



TheyalllaughandLynnisblushing.Ipeckher

lipsandshehidesonmychest.

Siya:Okheregoesnothing.

HestandsandpullsKellyup.

Siya:KellyandIaremarriedandwe'reexpecting

achild.

Thewholeroomgasps.Lynncriesonmychest

andIamfuming.

Me:Whatdidyousay?

Siya:We'remarriedandthere'snothingyoucan

saythatcanchangethat.



Ipunchhimonthefaceandhestumblesdown.

Idon'trememberhowIgotupsofastbuthe

waspushingit.Kellyrushestohisside,Lynn

crieslouderanddadpullsmeback.

Shitthisisnothappeningtome…

THEEND!!!

Thankyoulovies

Chapter30(Part1finale)

Sfiso



Me:IthinkIamgoingtopassout.

Isayrubbingmyhandstogether.Iamsweating

andmyheartisbeatingataninsanelyalarming

rate.

Lu:Relaxman.Thisisyourbigday,she'sfinally

goingtobeyours.

Ifeeltearswellinmyeyes.Iamstandingatthe

alterwaitingonmybride.Yesyou'veguessed

right,it'sourweddingday.We'vebeenplanning

thisthelastthreemonthsbecauseLynnwanted

togetmarriedbeforeherbumpbecamevisible.

TurnsoutthatshewasalreadypregnantwhenI

proposedandnowshe'sfourmonthsbutthe

bumpisnotthatbig.We'rehavinganotherboy

whichwasabummerwhenwefoundoutbut

nowitdoesn'tmatterbecauseitmeanshaving



anotherpartofherintheworldwhichis

amazing.

IhaveLuyanda,Luvuyo,VuyoandKhanyaasmy

groomsmenandSiyaasmybestman.Ilook

overtotheentranceandwatchasNkanyeziand

Nosipho(Thando'sdaughter)throwpetalsand

thenthebridesmaidscomeinonebyone.

Everyonelooksincredibleinachampagneand

silvertheme.Iamwearingabeigesuitwith

silverdecorations.ImustsayIlookhandsome.

Ihearloudgaspsaseveryonerisesupforthe

bride.Ican'tbringmyselftolookupbecauseI

amscaredIwillfallapart.Ialwaysbelievedthat

thewholemencryingattheirweddingswas

rehearsedbutturnsoutIwaswrongbecauseI

amalsoatthebrinkofdoingso.Themusic

comesonandit'soursong.Irememberwhen



wewereyoungandwewouldlockourselvesin

myroomandlistentothissongandIwill

alwaysfeelsoclosetoher.

BryanAdams:EverythingIdo

“Lookintomyeyes

Youwillsee,whatyoumeantome

Searchyourheart,searchyoursoul

Whenyoufindmethen,you'llsearchnomore

Don'ttellmeitsnotworthtryingfor

Youcanttellmeitsnotworthdyingfor

Youknowitstrue,everythingIdo,Idoitforyou

Lookintoyourheart,youwillfind

Thereisnothingtheretohide

TakemeasIam,takemylife



Iwouldgiveitall,Iwouldsacrifice.”

BythetimedadhandsheruptomeIama

bawlingmess.I'veneverseenanythingas

beautifulasshelooksrightnow.IseeherandI

knowIhavefoundgreatfavourinGod.Hesaw

mefittohavesuchabeautiful,strongand

caringhumanbeinglikeLindiwecarrymyname.

Ifeellikegettingdownonmykneesandgiving

thanksandpraiseforIhavefoundher,theoneI

wasdestinedtobewith.

“Dearlybelovedwe'vegatheredheretosharein

thejoyouscelebrationoftheunionbetween

thesetwosouls.Thedevilwantedtowin,yeshe

didwinthebattlebutthevictoryofthewar

goestoourLord.Hesawfittograntthese

soulsasecondchanceinlove.Hefulfilledthe

scripturesin1Corinthians13:8“Lovenever



fails".Withoutwastinganymoretimelet'sgive

thesepeopletoshowcasetheirloveforone

anotherwithusasthey'rewitnessesandmostly

asGodandtheheavensobserve.MrLephoto

takethelead"

Whydoeshehavetostartwithme?Iam

strugglingtostandorevenbreathjustby

lookingatLindiwe.Oh!She'sperfect.

Me:MaLephoto…

Ichoke.Ican'tstopthetears,myheartisracing.

SheholdsmyhandstightlyandIkissthem.

Luyandapatsmybacktoencouragemetotalk

andlookingaroundthecrowdthey'realso

crying.



Me:Yourlovecameintomyheartandwokeit

upfromthedead.Iwasanangryperson,filled

withhatredfortheworldandforlife,Inever

believedthatGodexisteduntilyoucameinto

mylife.YouignitedinmethingsIhadneverfelt

beforeandsuddenlyIunderstoodwhyGod

createdme,youfoundmeaboyandyouturned

meintoaman.I'vefailedyousomanytimes

andhurtyoubeyondwhatanyhumanbeingcan

endurebut,but,

Ichokeonmytearsagain…

Lindiwe

“Theperfectwedding”that'swhatPalesa

promisedmeandshedelivered.Weworked

tirelesslytomakesurethatthisdaywillbeas

closetowhatIdreamedof.Ilooktomyside



andtherestandsPalesa,Lee,Thando,Nomsa

andSinoasmymaidofhonour.Ihadtogofor

SinobecauseLeeandPalesawerebickeringat

eachother'sheadsfortheposition.

StandinginfrontofmeisGod'sgreatest

creation,themanthatlovedmefromwhenI

was14yearsolduntilnow16yearslater.He

hashisfaultsbuthislovewasneverdented,it

hasalwaysbeenthesameeventhroughour

toughestbattles.IswallowalumpasIseehim

openinghisheartandemotionsinfrontofthis

crowd.Ikeepkissingbothourhandsthatare

intertwinedwhilsthegathershisemotions.My

husbandisfreakishlyhandsomefam,thissuit

lookslikeitwassownonhim,hehasbeen

workingoutanditshows,Ilookintohiseyes

oncemoreandtheraysofhislovehitmyheart

likeashockwave.Ifyoudon'tbelievein

soulmatesyouhaven'tbeeninourpresence.



Him:Butyouforgavemeandyoulovedmelike

allofthatdidn'thappenandIwillforeverbe

gratefultohaveyouinmylife.Thankyoufor

thekidsyou'vegiventome,thankyoufor

alwaysholdingmyhandwhenIbecametoo

tiredtocontinue,thankyoufortakingcareof

meandbringingoutthebestinme.You'remy

sunshine,mypillarandmyair.Ipromiseinfront

ofthiscrowdandmostlytoGod,toloveyou,to

shelteryou,tostandbyyouthroughthickand

thinandspendeachdaywithyoulikeitisour

last.LindiweMbheleyou'retheonlywomanfor

meandthere'snomewithoutyou”

Heslipstheringonmyfingerandthecrowd

ululates,whistlesandclaphands.Weattempt

tokissbuttheprieststopsus.



“Patiencemykidslet'sgiveMsMbhelean

opportunitytospeakfromherheart”

WechosetouseMbeleinsteadofLephototo

avoidconfusion.Iclearmythroatandbegin.I

feelnervousespeciallyaboutbeingso

vulnerableandemotionalinfrontofalotof

people.

Me:SfisoLephoto,(Ichuckle)atonepointI

usedtocallyoubhutibecausebeforeyou

becamemymanyouwerelikeabrothertome.

Youusedtochaseeveryboythatwouldcome

mywayandprotectedmefromgirlswhobullied

me.YouofferedmefriendshiplikeI'venever

hadanduntilthisdayyou'remybestfriend.

Manythingshavehappenedinourlivesthat

madeusbelievethatwecouldn'tbehappy.But

assoonasyousaidyoulovedme,youbecame



mysilverlining.InyouIfoundcomfort,Ifounda

safehavenandIfoundGod.ThroughyouI

discoveredwhoIwasandwhoIamisyourrib.

WhenGodmadeyouhehadmeinmind

becauseinallmyweaknessesyoubecamemy

strength.Yourloveformehasalwaysbeen

consistentandevenintimeswherethings

wheredarkitstoodonit'sownsunshine.Ilove

you,ntateLephoto,you'retherootofmy

happiness.Thankyouforblessingmewithour

kids,thankyoufornotgivinguponme.I

promisetoloveyou,toholdyourhandthrough

thickandthin,tobeyourlightinthemidstof

darkness,Ipromisetomakeyouasmany

babiesasyouwantGodwillingandtobethe

wifethatyouapprove.SfisoLephotoyou'rethe

onlymanformeandthere'snomewithoutyou”

Itrymybesttokeepmyemotionsintacteven

thoughtearshavemanagedtoescapemyeyes.



Iputtheringonhisfingerandkissit.

“WiththepowerI'vereceivedfromaboveand

theRepublicofSouthAfrica,Ipronounceyou

manandwife,nowyoumaykissyourbride"

Withoutwastingtimewegettoit.Yeses!This

mancankiss.Hislipsarealwayssoft,luscious

andhistongueexploresalltherightareas.Ican

feelhishardonmeandmypanty,let'sjustsay

thatI’mgladIamwearingapantyliner.

“LadiesandgentlemenIpresenttoyou,Mrand

MrsSfisoLephoto”

Theythrowwhitepetalsaswemakeourwayto

thesitewherewewillbetakingourphotos.We

bookedthewholeplacetoday,thechapel,the



receptionwillalsobehereandthenwewillbe

takingphotosintheirbeautifulvineyardand

barn.Mychildisbeingclingyforsomereason

maybehe'snotusedtosuchacrowd.

Sfiso:Idoubtwewillhaveanyphotowithjust

thetwoofusMrsLephoto.

Me:Ithinkmaybehe'scomingdownwith

something.

Sfiso:It'scalledjealousyfever.

Ihithisarmplayfully.

Sfiso:Cometodaddyboy.



Heshakeshisheadandburieshisfaceonmy

neck.

Sfiso:LetmefindNancy.

Nkanyezitotallyadoresher,she'slikeasecond

mothertohim,they'reevenstartingtolookalike.

Shecomesthroughthepoorwoman,she's

supposetobeofftodayandjustenjoyingthe

festivities.

Me:Iamreallysorryhe'sbeingdifficult.

Her:Noproblemmamthisisyourdayandit

hastobeperfect.Skhokhosamlet'sgohave

somecake.



That'swhatherandSiyacallhimandhelooks

likehelovesthename.Hewillinglygoesinto

herarmsandit'slikeIdon'texist.Palesais

busycoachingeveryoneonhowtopose

properly,she'spulledPhemelointothemix.We

takeenoughphotos,somewithbothour

parents,theboysonly,thenthegirlsandthen

withtheguests.

BythetimewegetbacktothereceptionIam

shittired.Wedoourdanceroutinethrowingina

fewvoshosinthemix,Luvuyoisagood

choreographer,heslavedusformonthstoget

thisperfect.Thedancingtoourtablefeelslike

it'smilesawayandIamrelievedwhenSfiso

stopsusmidwayandwejustwalktothetable.

MomandLucyreallyoutdonethemselveswith

thedécor,thechampagnefountainismy



favouriteafterthecake.Eventuallyeveryoneis

servedfoodandpeoplesaytheirspeeches.We

gochangeintoourtraditionalclothesandI

mustsayIamrockingthisdoek.Apparentlythe

surnameLephotowastakenfromaSothoman

thathadhelpedSfiso'sgreat,greatgrandfather

duringtheBoerwar.HisnamewasLephotoand

hisgrandfathercouldn'trememberhissurname

sotheychangedfromtheirthensurname

LuthulitoLephotoinmemoryofhowhesaved

theirlivesandgavetheirdaughtersforthemto

marry.SowewerewearingZulutraditional

attiresandmyhusband'shairylegsandarms

aredoingthemosttothisoutfit.Wedanced

somemore,watchedotherpeopledanceand

cutthecake.

Dadclickshiswineglasswithaspoonandthe

wholefloorlookstohim.



“Iamveryproudofthetwoyou.Hei!You've

givenmeatoughtime”thecrowdlaughsashe

wipeshisimaginarysweat.

“Butmostlyyou'veproventomethattruelove

doesexistandIwouldliketodedicatethe

followingsongtoyoubecauseithasalways

beenclearthatyoucan'tlivewithouteachother,

socomeheretothefloorforyourfirstdancein

publicasamarriedcouple”westandupand

Sfisopullsmetohim.

Him:Ican'twaittosexyouMaLephoto.

HesaysinabaritonevoiceandIdon'thavea

comeback.Iamtoohornytospeak.Thesong

“HowdoIlivewithoutyoubyLeAnnRimes”

comesonandaswemoveIammore

convincedthatwemadetherightchoice.We



belongtogether.Thisthebeginningofourstory

andthere'smanymorechapterstogobutinthe

endthere'snomewithouthim.

"HowdoIgetthroughonenightwithoutyou?IfI

hadtolivewithoutyou

Whatkindoflifewouldthatbe?

Oh,I,Ineedyouinmyarms,needyoutohold.

You'remyworld,myheart,mysoulandifyou

everleave

Babyyouwouldtakeawayeverythinggoodin

mylife

Andtellmenow…

HowdoIlivewithoutyou?Iwanttoknow

HowdoIbreathewithoutyouifyouevergo?

HowdoIever,eversurvive?

HowdoI,howdoI,oh,howdoIlive?"



Thankyouforthesupport

Chapter30(part2)

Fiveyearslater...

Palesa

Iturnaroundandtrytoescapehishugearms.

Hedoesn'tbargeandmyalarmhasbeen

ringingnonstopIamsurethisisthethird

snooze.

Me:Phemelo!



Him:Mhhh

HegroansandIamgettingannoyedbythe

minute.Iamlateforwork.Iamnolongera

receptionistatthehospital,infactImovedto

NorthWestprovinceassoonaswegot

married.Yes!IamofficiallyMrsMokhoasiand

it'sbeenagoodthreeyearssincewesaidIdo.

Hepaidlobolaformeandwehadabigass

expensivewedding.

Me:HaanaMokhoasiyouknowIhavework.

Him:Callinsick.

Hesaysinhissleepyvoice.Ican'taffordtobe

absentatwork,schoolshavebeenclosedfor

threeweeksandtodayit'sthefirstdaysince



they'veopened.Iamaprimaryschoolteacher

now.It'ssomethingI'vealwayswantedtobe

butjustlackedthemeanstodoso.Sowhen

Phemelopermanentlycameintomylifeand

whenwemovedhereIdecidedthatsinceIhave

thecapitalandthesupportIshouldgiveitatry.

Andit'sbeenamazing!Iloveworkingwithkids,

IlovehowIbecometheirentireuniversein

thosesevenhoursIspendwiththem,teaching,

playingandgroomingthemtobethebest

versionsofthemselves.

IrealisedlateinourrelationshipthatPhemelo

wasn'tasperfectasIhadimagined.Hecarries

alotofdemonswithhimasaresultheshields

himselffromlove.Hewasabandonedbyhis

parentswhenhewasstillaninfant,theyleft

himatthedoorstepofarichfamilyandnever

lookedback,thefamilyraisedhimwellbuthe's

alwaysfeltlikeheneverbelongedsowhenhe



cameofagehewenttovarsityandnever

lookedback.Afterhecompletedhisdegreehe

washiredbyaminingcompanyandworked

himselfuptobeonthebigboystable,nowhe

hassharesinmanymajorminingcompanies

andheisahouseholdnameinthatindustry.He

nevermarriedorbeeninacommitted

relationshipbecauseofhisinsecuritiesbuthe

saysallthatchangedwhenwemetbutIdoubt

that.

Phemelo’semotionalunavailabilityhasbeen

thebiggesttestofourrelationship.Hecanspoil

you,makegoodlovetoyouandliterallymake

yourheartmeltwiththewayhetreatsyoubut

onceyouthinkyou'vemadeabreakthroughhe

shutsdownagain,hekeepshisdistance,he

burieshimselfinwork,hetakestimeoff,it's

reallydraining.Idon'tknowhowmanytimes

I'velefthimbutmyheartkeepsallowinghim



backbecauseIfeellikehe'stheoneformeand

Iwillneverhaveanothermantreatmeashe

does.

Him:Hi

Helooksbeautifulwakingupandmyweak

heartjustfallsapartathisvoice.Wehaven't

beeninagoodspacesincewefoundoutthatI

amsixmonthspregnant.He'sbeentellingme

sincewestarteddatingthathedoesn’twant

kidsbutIthoughtitwasaphasekantehe

meantit.SoI'vebeenpreventingeversincebut

Imissedonedateandthat'swhenIfell

pregnant.

WhenIfoundout,itwasthebestdayofmylife.

IknowIdidn'twantkidsatfirstbutseeing

Lindiwegivebirthtotwobeautifulgirlsafter



Luthuli,Ifeltreadytobeamother.ButwhenI

brokethenewstohim,hesnapped,hedidn't

wantanythingtodowithit,heleftmeandthat

wastwoweeksago.Heonlycamebacktheday

beforeyesterdayandhewantsustoactlike

nothinghappened.TypicalofPhemeloifyou

askme,Inevergettoaskwherehewas,with

whoanddoingwhat.No!Ijusthavetoaccept

andbegratefulthathecameback.Boloi!

(Witchcraft),Itellyou.

Me:Ineedtogetready.

Him:Can'tyoustay,Imissyou.

IalmostfeellikesayingyesbecauseImissed

himtoobutIcan'tkeepallowinghimtodothis

tomeespeciallynowthatthere'sanother

humanlifeinvolved,heneedstogrowup.Ilook



athimandhe'sagingbuthe'sstilltheonlyman

thatpossesmyheart.Ifeelhishandsonmy

faceandIdidn'trealisethatIwascrying.

Him:IloveyouandIamsorryIleft,Ijust

neededtoclearmyhead.

Iwanttoscreamathim,swearathimevenbut

I'velostthewilltosayanythingtohimbecause

nomatterhowmuchI'vetriedtoassurehim

thatIaminforthelongrunhethinksotherwise.

Me:Okay.

IslipoutofhishandsandIcanhearhisloud

sighbeforeIdisappearintothebathroom.I

opentheshowerandcryheavilyasthewater

hitsme.Thisthingcalledmarriageishard.I've



heardpeoplesaysobeforeandIcannever

comprehendwhattheymeantuntilnow.Iam

tired,drainedandtied.Ijustwanttoscreamout

loudandcrybutIrememberwhatLynn'smom

toldmeonmyweddingday.

“Thosewhomarrywillhavemanytribulationsin

theirflesh"aquotefrom1Corithians7:28

SoIhavetoendureandbestrongbecauseat

leasthehaseyesonlyformeandtakescareof

me.IexittheshowerandIamgladtofindhim

outofsight.Iquicklylotionandgetdressed.

AnotherthingIlovebyworkinginaprimary

schoolisthattheteacherstheredon'tputalot

ofeffortonhowtheylooksoasimplejean,

shirtandblazerwithgladiatorwedgesmakes

youlookreallydressedup.Ichecktheclock

andIhaveexactlytwentyminutesleftbefore



schoolstartsbutatleastit'slessthan10

minutesaway.

Me:Iamleaving.

HelooksatmeandthenbackattheTV.Isigh

andturntoleavebuthecallstome.

Him:CanIfetchyouafterschool?Iwouldlove

totalk.

Me:Okay.

Him:IloveyouPalesaandIamsorrythatIkeep

doingthistoyou.

Me:IknewthepersonImarried.



HecloseshiseyesbrieflyinpainbutIamreally

tiredofthisgoingaround.IfPhemelocan'thave

meandmybabythenwewillmoveon.Hecan't

expectustokeepwaitingonhim.He'snot

Jesusshame!

Him:Iwillbethereattwothirty.

Me:Sharp.

Hepullsmeintoahugandthebabystarts

kicking.Hedoesn'tpullbackwhichtellsmethat

we'remakingprogresswithhimacceptingit.

Him:Wewillfigurethisout.



Me:Wealwaysdo.Letmeleave.

Hebrushesmybellyandthebabykickseven

more.Helooksmesmerisedbythismoment

butIamnotfallingforthisactoflove,thisone

kerobotphela,soyoucanneverbetoosure.I

kisshimonthecheekandleavehimtohis

thoughts.

•

•

•

“Ma'amMokhoasi!Ma'amMokhoasi!”theyrun

tomeassoonasIenterthegates.Iteach

gradefourandfive,LifeskillsandEnglish.

Me:Hellomybabies!Howwereyourholidays?



Theystartnarrating,eachonetryingtomake

theirstoriesmoreinterestingthantheother.

They'resuchjoyfulsoulsandyouwishthatthey

canremaininnocentlikethisforever.Dayone

hasnothinginterestingjustawholelotof

submissionsandlongunnecessarymeetings,

duringlunchIreceiveacallfrommybestie.I

wouldprobablyhaveleftthismarriagealong

timeagoifitwasn'tforLynn'sconstantsupport

andlove.Eventhroughthisdistanceherlove

hasneverceased.

Me:Phunyukabampheteisback!(Lostand

foundisback)

WebothsighandIslouchdownonmychair.

Her:Sohejustcameback?Noexplanation,no

nothing.



Me:AftertwoweeksLynn.AfterI'vesearched

forhimandhedoesn'tevengivemean

explanationjustthatheneededtoclearhis

mind.

Her:Idon'tknowwhattosayfriendbecausehe

wasdefinitelynotwithanotherwomanbuthe

can'tkeeponwiththesedisappearingstunts.

Me:IthinkIneedtoslaughterapinkcowstruu

thismanisdrivingmestraightintomy

ancestorsarms.

ShelaughsoutloudlythatIfollowsuit.

Her:Apinkonemyfriend.



Me:Ketlaetsajwanghobanemonna

Motswanakeoooanhlanyetsa(WhatcanIdo

becauseaTswanamanisdrivingmecrazy)

Welaughsomemoreandmymoodinstantly

lightens.AnotherthingI'velearnedinmarriage

isthatyoucan'thavemorethanoneperson

thatyoushareyourmaritalproblemswith.That

personalsoneedstobemarriedthentheycan

relatetoyourproblemsandmypersonisLynn.

PlusIlovethatshenevergivestoomuchofher

opinionsbutdirectsmetomakedecisionsthat

Ibelievearebest.

Her:Sowheretofromhere?

Me:He'stakingmeouttolunchsoIwillhear



fromhim.

Her:Makesurehehearshowyoufeel.Phela

wenaIknowyou.Youwilljustsuppressyour

emotionsandpretendlikeyouforgivehimuntil

youburst.

Me:Hahaha.Youknowmetoowellwa

ntena(it'sannoying).

Her:Iamseriousfriend.Marriageishardonit's

ownsowhenthere'slackofcommunicationit

getsworse.

Me:Iknow.Lookletmegotoclass.Iloveyou

andpleasekissmyprincessesforme.



Shehuffs.

Her:Icanpostthemtoyouifyoumissthem

thatmuch.

Shechuckles.

Me:Theywillgrowup,takealookatLuthuli

now.

Her:Ican'twaitforournewbundleofjoy.

Ilookatmytummyandbrushit..

Me:Metoo.



Her:Iloveyoubestie.

Me:Loveyoutoobestiewillcallyoulater.

Her:SharpplusIwanttovampouttoo.

Me:Sfiso?

Her:Siyabongabutwewilltalk.

Me:Sharp.

Idropthecallandattendallmyclassesand

beforeyouknowitthelastbellringsandIdrag

myfeettothegate.Iwalkedinthemorning

becausehesaidhewasfetchingme.Ifindhim

attheparkinglotlookingreallyyummy.



PhemeloMokhoasimightbeadouchebuthe's

mine.HeopenshisarmsandIjumprightin.He

smellsheavenlyandinthismomentIcanfeel

heishisnormalself.ThemanIfellinlovewith

notthemonsterthatoccasionallyvisits.

Him:Wehaveanaudience.

Hewhispersinmyearandshockwavesrun

throughmybody.Ilookbackandmykidsare

busygigglingandpointingatus.Icompletely

forgotthatweareintheschoolyard.

Me:Hayilonatlohangmoo(Goaway)Babylet's

go.

Iwavegoodbyetothemandwegetintothecar.

Ilookatthebackseatandthere'sababycar



seatandmyheartmeltatleastwearegetting

somewhere.Ilookathimandhesqueezesmy

handandthenkissesit.

Me:Sowherearewegoing?

Him:Towhereitallbegan.

Me:Mhh?

Him:Iamnotsayingmore.

Wedriveinsilenceandmythoughtsareracing.

Doesitmeanhe'sfinallyacceptingthebaby.Is

hedoingthisjusttopleasemeorit'sgenuinely

howhefeels?Whathappenswhenhehas

anotherbreakdownanddecidesthatthisistoo



muchforhim?Sigh.

Him:I'vehadtimetothinkabouteverything.(He

releasesadeepbreath)IloveyouandIwant

youtohavemybabies.

Iclosemyeyesandletthewordssinkin.

Him:Ipromisetochangeandbecometheman

youdeserve.Iknowithasn'tbeeneasybut

PalesaIloveyouandIcan'tlivewithoutyou.

Me:PleasestophurtingmePhemeloIdon't

thinkIcantakeitanymore.

Him:Iamdonewiththespacething.Iamdone

babyIloveyou.



Me:IwishIcouldbelieveyoubut…

Him:ItwilltaketimebutIamwillingtowait

leratolaka.

Me:Okaylet'sgoin.

We'reoutsideSunCity.Yes!That'sthebig

surprise.Whereitallbegan.Hopefullyhe's

reallycomingaroundbecauseIcan'ttakethe

hurtanddisappointmentanymore.Hetakesmy

handandwegoin.

Lebohang

Iwatchasshecleanstheyardwithabroom,



she'swearingoneofthoseMozambiquecloths

aroundherwaist,herbeautifulhairistiedintoa

bunandherbodyisswayingwiththerhythmof

thebroom.Istepoutofthecarandmyangel

comesrunningtome.She'srunningsofastI

catchuptoherquicklybeforeshefalls.She's

turningeightyearsoldthisweekendandshe's

lookingmoreandmorelikemymother.Miranda

Naime,myangel,yesIfinallysteppedupthree

yearsagoandIneswelcomedmeintotheirlives.

Shenevergotachancetofinishhermedical

degreebecauseshehadtotakecareofmy

childbutshe'sworkingasanurseather

communityclinic.

Miranda:Papai!Imissedyou.Comeletme

showyouwhatI'vebeendrawing.

ItpainsmethatIonlygettoseeheroncea



monthbutthat'sallabouttochange.

Me:GoodAfternoonbakgolo.

Igreethermomandauntthataresittingona

benchunderatree.Theygreetback.

Hermom:It'sgoodtoseeyouson.Manehas

beentalkingaboutyousinceyourlastvisithere.

Shecan'twaittogotoSouthAfrica.

Ineslooksexactlylikehermom.Theybothhave

beautifuldarkandflawlessskinwithblackrich

hairandtheireyesarecaptivating.Hermother's

voiceisataddeeperthantheaveragewoman.

Me:Thankyouonceagainforallowingmeto



leavewiththem.

Her:IwasnotawarethatIneswasalsocoming

with.

Me:Iamgoingtoaskhertodaybutifshe

agreeswillitbetrouble.

Her:Thatcountrycausedalotofpaintomy

child.WhenshecamebackIcouldn'teven

recognizeher.ShelovesactingtoughbutI

knowshe'snotstrongenoughtohandle

anothersituationliketheoneyouputher

through.

Itenseup.Iwasn'tawarethatsheknewwhat

wentdownwiththeSfisosituation.Igetonmy

kneesonthemat.



Me:Iamterriblysorryaboutwhathappened

mamai.IwasadumbboyandIhadno

businessputtingyourdaughterthroughthat.I

amashamed.

Her:Standupmyson.Toailishumanandto

forgiveisdivine.Soallisforgiven.Iamgladyou

camebacktoyoursenses.I'vetakencareof

yourfamilyforfartoolongnowit'syourturn.

Me:Iwon'tdisappointyoumamai.

Her:Goodnowgoandtellherthat.

Ileavethemtherewiththeaunttalkingin

PortugueseIwishIcouldhearwhatthey're

sayingbecausethey'reclearlytalkingaboutme.



AfterIcamebackfromjail,lifewasvery

difficult.Itriedlivinglifewithoutmyfather's

supportandworseheturnedmymother

againstme.Ihadlostmybestfriend,mychild

andmyfamilyallbecauseIwasselfishandit

washardpilltoswallow.Iknockedonalotof

doorsforworkbutnothinggavein.Icollapsed.I

wenttodrugsandtheydidwhattheydidbest,

theyconsumedme.BeforeIknewitIwas

eatingatdumpsites,Iwashomelessand

addicted.

MyunclesawmeatJohannesburgtaxirank,

beggingpeopleformoneyandhetookme

homeandlashedatmyparentsforabandoning

theironlyson.Theytookmetorehabandthe

cleaningupprocesswasthehardestthingI've

everwentthroughinmylife.Icried,Iscrapped,

Idiedandcamebacktolife.Ayearafter



rehabilitationmyparentstookmeback.

Thesocialservicesthatwehadatthecentre

helpedmedealwithalotofthingsandpushed

metowanttobettermyself.Mydadofferedme

ajobathiscompanyandboughtmeahouse

butonlyifImarriedNaomi.Yes,thatNaomi,my

firstbabymama.IhadnolegtostandonsoI

obligedandmarriedher.We'vebeenmarriedfor

fouryearsnow.IwishIcansayit'sbeena

happymarriagebutit'stoofarfromthat.It's

arrangedandI'veneverletherforgetthatso

shedoesherthingandIdoInes.IloveherandI

wanttomarryher.

Me:Hi

SheshakesherheadandlooksatMiranda

messtheplaceuplookingforthepicturethat



shewantstoshowme.

Ines

Ilookathercheckingunderthemattress,the

drawers,herbagpackandeverythinguntilshe

findsthispaper.

Her:Lookdaddy!It'sus.(Shegiggles)Mommy

youhavepurplehair.

Wealllaugh.Inaperfectworldwewouldbea

perfectfamilywithmypurplehair.

Lebo:Butyoustilllookbeautifulmommy.

Me:Thankyou.



Mom:ComeManelet'sgetyoureadyforyour

trip.

ShekissesLebo'scheekandrunstoourroom.

Ourhouseisatwobedroomhouseandwe

sharewithMane.

Me:Whydon'tyoutakeaseat.

Thefirsttimehecameherehedidn'tevenhave

anywheretositexceptthebedbutlifehasbeen

betternowthatIworkandhesendsmoney

everymonth.Mirandagoestothebestschools

andshehasthingsthatmostgirlsaroundhere

don'thave.

AfterImovedbackherelifewasdifficult.My



fatherwasconstantlyabusingmomandmy

siblings,hewoulddrinkallofoursavingsand

swearatuswhenwehadnothingtoservehim.

Itwasnotagoodplacetoraisemychildbut

whatotheroptiondidIhavebecauseLebowas

inprisonandSfiso,well,Ihadzerorightsto

requestanythingofhim.

SowhenLebocameintoourlivesthreeyears

ago,Igladlyacceptedhim.Heisafterallthe

onlymanI'veeverloved.Todayhe'staking

MirandatoSouthAfricaforaceremony,his

familywantstomeetherandshewillbe

introducedasaMokoenatotheirancestors.I've

beenverysadatthethoughtofmydaughter

travellingthatfarwithoutmeandbeingaround

strangersespeciallythewife.Uugh!Thewife.

She'sbeencallingandtextingmewiththreats

formetoleaveherhusbandifonlysheknew

thatherhusbandistheonethatdoesn'twantto



letgo.

Him:SoIwasthinking.

Me:That'sneveragoodthing.

Webothlaugh.

Him:Serioulsythough,comewithme.Come

withustoSouthAfrica.

Me:No!Leboyoucan'tputmethroughthat.

HepullsmeandIsitonhislap.Momisbusy

bathingMiranda.



Him:IknowI'veputyouinmanyshitty

situationsandthisonewillbetherewiththe

bestbutIwantyouthere.

Hebitesmyearlobe.

Him:IloveyouInes.

Me:Lebostop!

Isayoutofbreath.Hehasapeculiareffectand

holdonme.

Him:It'sbeenabumpyroadbutonethinghas

alwaysbeenclear.You'reastrongwomanandI

needthatinmylife.



Me:Ican'tbeyourmistress.

Him:I'vealreadyfiledfordivorceandshe

signedthemwewilltellthefamilyafterthe

ceremony.

Me:Theywillneveracceptme.

Him:Fuckthemthen.Wedon'tneedthemwe've

gotus.

Mhh.Idon'tknowwhattosay.

LebohangMokoenaisexactlywhatI'vealways

dreamtofbutwhoistosaythatoncewegetto

SouthAfricahewon'tchangehismindand

leaveusagain.



Him:Let'sjustfocusonthisweekendthenafter

thatyoucanmakethedecision.

Me:Afterthisweekendandnopressure.

Him:Nopressuremylove.

Me:Okayletmepack.

HepecksmylipsandIdisappeartothe

bedroomwhereIfindmymomarguingwith

Miranda.

Mom:InestalktoManepleaseshewantsto

packtheentirewardrobe.



Her:Manelistentomamai.

Shehuffsandstartstakingclothesoutofher

bagwithherlipspoutedandnoseflared,just

likehetfather.It'sincrediblehowthetwolook

alikeexceptforthecolourofskinshe'smoreon

thedarkerside.

Her:StopsulkingorIwilltellpapaitoleaveyou

behind.

Shamemydaughterstartssmilinglikearetard

andmomandIlaugh.

Mom:Areyougoingwithhim?

Me:Mamaicanwenottalkaboutthisinfrontof



Mane.

Mom:Iwasjustasking.

Me:Icantracethejudgement.

Mom:Iamyourmotherandtheonlycertified

persontojudgeyou.

Ichuckle.

Me:IknowbutmayIpleasedothisandwewill

talkwhenIamready.

Mom:OkayIloveyou.



Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Webecamereallycloseafterwegotridof

father.Aweightwasliftedthemomentheleft

andeveryonegottolivepeacefully.

WehugonelasttimeandIpromisetocallher

assoonaswegetthere.Iamnervousashell

buthekeepsassuringmethatalliswell.

Mane:Iamscared.

Webothlookbacktoher.

Lebo:Don'tbemyangeltheywillloveyou.

Her:Whatiftheydon't.



Me:EveryonelovesMane.

Her:Mhh.

Him:Youknowwhat?Iftheydon'tloveyou.I

willloveyouforalltheirparts.

Shegigglesandwealllaugh.Manehasthebest

smileandlaugh.She'sawhiffoffreshairand

herintelligencemakeshermoreadorable.She's

mylightandmyuniverse.

Him:Iloveyouguys.

Ilookathimandjustnod.Anotherjourneyto

SouthAfrica,Iwonderwhatthiscountryhasin



storeformeagain.Wewillsee…

Wewillhavepart3


