
Introduction

.

YouknowIhavealwaysbeenonetobelieveinlove,IwasloveandIsawiteverydayathome.My

parentsmadesuretoembraceitateverycost,theywereloveyouknowthedefinitionofthe

term loveitselfitactuallyfeltlikeanovelbutnoithappenedforreal.Beingtheonlychildwas

justlovely,Igottohaveeverythingandthatincludesinfinitylovefrom bothmyparents.Ihave

beenmoreclosetomymotherthough,seeingtheygotmewhenIwasyoungIautomatically

becamelikealittlesistertoherbutthatdoesn'tmeanIstilldon'tgetscolding,Idoverymuch.

ButthenIstoppedbelievingwhenamarriageof18yearscamecrushingdown,itstartedwith

smallargumentsthatIwouldlaugh,atbutthenitwentasfarasheatedargumentsthatwould

leadtoscreamingandbeating.ItscarredandscaredmesimultaneouslyIdidn'teventhinkdad

haditinhim todothattomymotherthewomanheclaimedtoholdthekeytohisheart,whenhe

askedfordivorceIknewitwastheendofthebargain.Theywerecompletelydone,Iremember

standingatthestairwaylisteningtomymotherbeghishighschoolsweethearttostay.She

beggedevenkneltdownbutpopsstillleft,hedidn'teventhinktwiceaboutmeorevensay

goodbye,didheevenbothertakinghisclothes?Noheevenlefthiscarcollection.EvennowI'm

yettoknowtherootoftheirdivorcebecauseit'sdeep,hecutmeofftotallyafterthedivorceit's

somethingI'm stilltryingtoacceptbutcryoveritbeforesleeping.ItdepressedmesomuchI

couldn'tevendoacademicallywell.Ithoughtthedivorcewasthelaststrawbutthethingsthat

happenedafterthedivorceleftmedefeated.ItdrainedmetothecorebutIstuckwithmymom

anywaybecausesheisallIhaveafterall.

Letmenotgettoomuchintoit,mynameisThembekaNtombikayiseMkhizeI'm 19yearsold

andthisismystory.

Entry1

.

Mybuttlandsonthecoldfloor,Ifeelsodefeatedmylifeisslowlybecominglifelesseveninthe

morningIfeellikeit'sdark.Iam awalkingzombie,it'stimeslikethisIwishIhadabestfriendI

needashouldertocryonbutmyfriendspassedtheirmatriclastyear.AndwellI'm heredoing

mymatricagain,Iwasn'tanAstudentbutGodknowshowwellIdidaccounting.Iwasexcellent

inthatdepartmentbutthentherewasenglishandphysics,asifthatwasn'tenoughtoworry

about.AtsomedaysIlistentomymom cryherselftosleep,it'sstillfreshsoIwouldn'tsayshe's

whiningbecauseIcrymyselftosleeptoo.

Mysideofthebodyispressedagainstthedoormykneesonmychest,Ishutmyeyesandlisten

tothewomanwhowasthepillarofthishomebreakdown.Whenevershe'sishomeIdothisjust

tomakesuresheisalive,therearetimeswhenshedoesn'tcomebackfordaysdrinking.I



alwaysbegGodtogiveheramanthatwillloveherbetterthanmydad.Ionlywakeupwhenmy

headhitsthefloor.

Mom:"MaThewhyareyousleepinghere?"

Isitupstraightandrubmyeyes.

Me:"Whyareyoualldressedup?"

Mom:"Iam goingout,justbecauseyourdadleftmedoesn'tmeanIshouldstayindoorsandlick

mywoundsgoodluckonyourpaper"

Shekissesmylipsandleave,that'sjusthertryingtoconvincemethatsheisn'tovermyfather

butIknowforafactthatit'sherselfsheistryingtoconvincemorethanme.Ihavealanguage

paperwhichworriesme,it'soneofmynotsostrongpoint.Iusedtohavetutorsforallthese

subjects,Iusedtonailthem butnowI'm leftwithonlycalculationsIhopeIpassthisyearinfactI

don'thavemuchofachoice.I'm writingmyfinalyearexams,IhavebeenstudyingtirelesslyI

havedozensstudygroupsforeachsubjectexceptAccountingandMath.ThepaperisokayI

mighthavepassedhopefully.

Iwasalmostnotallowedtorepeatmatricatmyschoolbutwithmypreviousacademicrecord

andmydadshistorywiththeschooltheyletmein.Ilockupthendrivemyselftoschool,itwas

my16thbirthdaypresentfrom mydad.AfterthepaperIgohomerestthenwakeuplateronto

revise,it'smidnightI'm deepinmybookswhenmyphonerings.Idon'tswitchitoffbecause

mom alwayscallsmewhensheisdownstairs.

Me:"Hello"

Caller:"MissMkhize"

Me:"Speaking"

Caller:"I'm callingfrom SunCoastCasino,IthinkMrsDorothyMkhizeisyourmom sheneedsyou

tocomegether"

Iclosemyeyesadsigh.

Me:"I'm comingthankyou"

GreatnowIhaveanhourtowastewhereasIcouldbeburiedinbetweenmybooks.Ifoundmy

mom attheentrancewithasecurity.

Me:"Thankyouforcallingme"

Security:"Itoldhertotakeacabbutshehasnomoney"

Mom:"Icantalkformyself,thankyoubabyforcoming"



Shegetsinatthefrontseat,shedrankIcansmellitfrom her.

Me:"Haveyouthoughtaboutwhenyouaregoingbacktowork"

Mom:"I'm notgoingtotalktoyouaboutthis,don'tIdeserveabreaktoo?"

Me:"Mom it'sbeenayearI'm surethemoneyisrunningtoo"

Allshedoesisgroanandsinkonhersit,I'vebeenmotheringherforthewholeyear.LastyearI

couldn'tbecauseIwastryingtoacceptitbutIpickedmyselfupforhercan'tshejustdothe

sameforme?Idon'tneedthisatall.Iparkthecaratthegarageandleaveherthere.Shecomes

afterme.

Mom:"Howmuchdoyouhaveonyourtrustfund?"

Me:"I'm notgivingyoumymoneymayoucanforgetit"

Sherollshereyesandleaves,I'm soangryIwanttosleep.Shehasdrainedeveryounceof

energyIhadIhopeIcanwakeupearlytomorrowmorning.

Entry2(unedited)

.

IfeltlikeIdidn'tstudyatallwhenIwaswritingmypaper,IwastoosleepyIcouldn'tevenread

halfasentencewithoutyawning.IbegancryingassoonasIcountedthemarksIassumedwere

correct;itwasn'tevenhalf,it'sevidentmyfuturedoesn'tlieonschoolmaybeI'm destinedfor

somethingelse.MyZuluteachercallsformejustasIstepoutside,sheisoneofthosewoman

whom Itakeasmymother,sheknowsaboutalmosteverythingthathappened.Sherespectsmy

decisionswhenItellhersomethingregardingmymom toothat'swhyshehasmyheartthis

woman.

Me:"Ma'am"

Ntsele:"Whathappenedwhywereyoucrying?"

Me:"Ididn'tknowmorethanhalfthethingsinthatpaper,IthinkmymotherandIwillbebrokeby

Junenextyear"

Shesquintshereyeslookingatme,Iknowshedoesn'thaveenoughmoneytohelpmebuther

wordsarethatofwisdom.Andithelpsthatsheisasavedwomansosheknowswhatshesays

mostofthetime.

Ntsele:"Andthehousewhoispayingforit?"

Me:"Dadboughtitwithcashfortunately"



Ntsele:"Atleastthat'ssomething,butnothingjusthappenstosomeone.There'salwaysagreater

thingaheadofthem,Godhasneverfailedanyone"

Pityheneverlistenedtomymom beghim tohealherheartafterdadleft,hedidn'tevenlistena

yearlater.Ican'tsaymuchabouthim,hewantsthingsdonenowbutwhenyouneedhim

desperatelyherespondsathisownsweettime.

Me:"Iwanttosellit"

Shelooksatme.

Ntsele:"It?"

Me:"ThehouseIwanttosellit"

Shesmilesatme.

Ntsele:"That'sawonderfulideaandwherewillyoustay?"

Me:"Townshipwheremom can'taccessacasinoortherichmanthattrickhertobedallthe

time"

Shenods.

Ntsele:"Gotoapropertycompanyandhearwhattheysay,alsoaskthem toseewhothehouse

belongsto"

Ithankherthenleave,Ihopedadresentedmymom enoughtosignthehouseovertome.Igo

toapropertycompanyanditseemsalotofpeoplehavebeenlookingforahouseatourarea

rich,reachpeopletoadd...

ThehousealsohappenstobeundermewhichmeansIcansellitanytime,aftercontractsbeing

giventomeIfinallyleavewithasmileplasteredonmyface.IhopeGodcomesthroughforme

nowcauseIneedhim too.Mom ishomecleaning,shemighthavefoundaboyfriend.

Me:"Andwhyareyouhome?"

Mom:"WellbecauseIam happyandloved"

Me:"Whodidyoutellthatyouareawidowthistimearound?"

Istartwithsupperwhichisplainlyriceandfish,that'swhatweliveontinstuffandbraaipacks.I

can'tbelivinginadoublestoreythatlookslavishontheoutsidebutdoesn'tonlylackfurniture

thefoodtoo.Igoatthebackofthehouse,thepoolistheonlythingImanagedtocleanbecause

Iloveswimmingit'smykindofexercise.Duringtheweekendinmymomsabsencetheproperty

guyCregcomestothehouse.

Creg:"It'sagoodhouse"



Me:"Withanoceanviewfrom thetop"

Creg:"Yesanditwasboughtwith11million10yearsago,itlooksgoodandeverythinghasbeen

welltakencareof..sohowdoes6millionsound?"

Me:"Toosmallconsideringthestateit'sinifitwasdirtymaybeeven5million.Ohbythewayit

wasrenovated3yearsagothatmustaddtosomething8millionwoulddo"

Hesmiles.

Creg:"I'llputitonthenet"

Me:"Thankyouforcoming"

HeputstheForSalesignoutsidethegateonhiswayout.Iwalkaroundtheyardwithtearsin

myeyes,Iusedtohavemybirthdaypartiesherewithafewofmycousinsfrom myfathers

side,theydisownedtooIkeepaskingmyselfwhatitisthatIdidormom didtomakethem hate

ussomuch.

"NtombikayiseMkhize!!!"

2dayslatershehasbeenmissingfor2daysand3nights.Shefindsmesittingoutsideatthe

balcony.

Me:"Ma"

Mom:"Whyisourhouseforsale?"

Me:"Wecan'tpayforit?"

Mom:"What?"

Me:"Thepropertypeoplewereheretheytoldmethatdaddidn'tbuythehouse,infactheputiton

auctionrecently"

Shesitsdownheronehandonhermouth.

Mom:"Ihavetocallmymom Ineedtofindusashelter,howisJosephhowcouldhe?"

Sheleavesmealonewhilerantingwhateversheissaying.

Me:"Iwrotemylastpaperyesterdaythanksforaskingma,mxm"

Icontinuesearchingforhouses,somanyfreehousesinTownships.Cregcalledmehesaid

there'llbepeoplecomingoverasoftomorrowtocheckthehouse.Mymom iscryinginher

room talkingonthephoneyelling,shewillhavetoforgivemebutthisismesecuringafuturefor

thebothofus.



Entry3

.

Somethingsarejustunbelievablewehopeforthem tochangebuttheyreallydon't,wewere

supposedtobemovingtodaybutmymom isnowheretobefound.EvenyesterdaywhenI

movedthefurnituretoournewplaceshewasn'there,Ididn'tsleeplastnightpackingeverything

ofours.Isoldsomethingsbecausetheywouldn'tfitinourtwobedroomedhouseit'sin

KwaMashuthatplacescaresmebutthehousewasn'texpensiveandIdon'thavetopayrent

monthlyallIhavetodonoqistofindajobandmantainmyself.Moneydoesn'tlastnomatter

howmuchitis,itneverlastsevenwithmytrustfundIstillhavefear.Itrymymom onelasttime

butitgoestovoicemail.

Me:"Thankyouguys"

Idriveaheadofthem withmycartheyborrowedmetheirtrailoratleastthebigstuffwas

movedyesterday,mom tookherswithIhopeshehasgasolinemaybesheshouldjustsellitor

gamblewithitwhichI'm surewillhappenprettysoonthatwomaniscapableofanything.I'm

evenafraidshemightsellmeoneofthesedays...IdarenotlookatmyfamilyhouseasIleaveI

mightendupaweepingmess.TheroadchangesasIdriveinsidethetownshipeventhe

atmospherehaschangedI'm surelyinanewenvironmentIhavesometroublefindingthehouse

buteventuallydo.Iparkthecaroutsidethegatesothetrailorwouldbein.

Me:"OhJesusIshouldhavehiredsomeonetohelpme"

Iscream whenIbreakmynail,Ishouldcutthem butIlovethem toomuch.

3guyscomeinsidetheyard,I'm soclosetopanickingandtheoneatthefrontcanseeitclearly.

Iswallow.

Me:"CanIhelpyou?"

Hesmirks

Him:"Nobutweareheretohelpyoumoveyourthingsinside"

Me:"AndyouthinkI'llallowyou?"

HetiltshisheadhisfriendstakethestaffoutbeforeIcouldopenmymouth.

Me:"Areyoucrazy?"

Him:"I'm justhelpingcalm yourtits"

IgaspohmyGodwhoisthisrudeguy.Mymouthishanging,Ifeelsoviolatedhowdarehein

facthowdarethey.I'm standingbythegateastheyleave,therudeonestandsinfrontofme.

Ohwowhehassomegoodlooks.



Him:"I'm MpenduloNdabeni,ifyouneedsomethingyoujustask"

Hewinksandleaves,heissocreepymyphoneringsfrom mypocket.

Me:"Ma"

Mom:"Whereareyou?IfoundthehouseemptydoyouwanttokillmeThembeka"

Irollmyeyes.

Me:"I'llsendyouthelocationma"

Ihangupanddoaspromised,thereisnogrocerieshere.IfoundatuckshopIbuyfried

chips,breadandcoke.It'salmostdarkoutsidewhenmom comesin.

Mom:"Weparkourcarsontheroadwhatkindofplaceisthis?"

Me:"AreyouhungryIboughtfriedchips"

I'm sittingonthefloorleaningonthecouchandwatchingTVIpassthefoodtoher.Shekeeps

onlaughing.

Me:"Areyouhigh?"

She'sonher5thslicenow,howisn'tshefull?

Mom:"Whaaat?Whywouldyousaythat?"

EvenhersentencehaslaughterIclickmytongueandwatchtv.

WhenIwakeupthefollowingdayIfeellikelockingherinsidethehouse,ittakessomebattle

withmythoughtsnotto.I'm abouttotakehercarwhenIfindthetirespunched.Iholdmy

forehead.

Me:"ReallyJesus?"

Icrouchinfrontofthem hopingI'm seeingwrongthings.

"Youshouldbefriendswithmeonceandforallyouwon'thaveallthis"

IshutmyeyesandturnaroundtofindtheMpenduloguyandhiscrewbehindme..

Me:"Didyoudothis?"

Hiseyeswidened,thisprettyboyismessingwithme.Hesmirks.

Mpe:"I'm notateenagerbabygirlifIwantedyourattentionI'dgrabitanotherway"

Ifoldmyarmsandlookathim.



Me:"Ifit'syouI'llburnyou"

Hissmirkturnsintoasmile.Heshrugs.

Mpe:"I'dgiveyoumywheelsbutyouhaveabigmouth"

Hewinksandleaves,IangrilykicktheflattiresonlyformythumbnailtobehithardIscream.

Me:"Shiiit"

Mom:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"Leavemealone"

Iscream atherI'm pissedI'm theonewhowillhavetomakeaplanforthesewheels,fuckitI'll

sellthiscar.

Entry4

.

Iwasn'teveninthemoodtogotothemallanymore.Iwentaroundthehoodfamiliarising

myselfwithbutmystomachdecidedtogrumble,IwasonmywayhomewhenIsawMpendulo

todayhewaswithadifferentguy.Theyalmostlookedalikebutguylookedcold.Theywere

leaningagainstthecar,Mpendulowasdoingthetalkingwhiletheguyhadhisarmsfoldedhis

eyesfixedonme.Thewayhelookedatmemademeunabletowalk,itwasn'thislooksonlyno

thewayhefixatedhiseyesevensquintedthem withhisheadheldhigh,itmademenervousI

hatedbeingnervous.HehadsmalleyesIthinkthatwastheonlythingtheysharedwith

Mpendulo,hehadthedeepestscowlIhaveeverseenhissharpnosewentextrawellthishis

plumplips.Don'ttellmeIstoppedwalkingandI'm staring.

Mpe:"AwuMapakishakwakuhleukukbona(Curviliciousniceseeingyou)"

Me:"Mpendulo"

Iwaswalkingpastthem,theguystillhadhiseyesonme.ImightendupfallingIhatebeing

staredat.

Mpe:"Whereareyougoing?"

Istoppedwalkingandlookedathim maybehemightheofhelp.

Me:"Ineedsomethingtoeatcanyouhelpmewiththat?"

Mpe:"I'm yourguyyinmanje,lalelangzokuphushauyethengaigawulo(listenI'llaccompanyyou

tobuyfoodunderonecondition)ifyougivemeyournumber"



Iclickedmytongueandlefthecangodie,Iheardfootstepsbehindme.Thensomeone

grabbingmywristmyheartstoppedbeatingwhenIsawthesmalleyes.

Him:"Letmeaccompanyyou"

Hisvoice!Deepandhoarse,it'slikeheislazytotalkheevenhasaperfectrowofwhiteteeth.

Me:"Okay"

Ijustagreeddidn'tI?WhywouldIdothat?Ohbecauseitwillbenefitmetoo.

Him:"Youarenewaroundthisplace"

Wehadbeenwalkingtogetherforagoodminutethosewerethefirstwordsheuttered.

Me:"Yes"

Him:"Mhhm,it'saroughplacethere'sashoptheysellgoodveggiesnamaBunnychow."

Heturnedandleft,weirdguyhehardlysaidanythingnowheisleavingwithoutsayingaword.I

shrugandgototheshopIendupdoingsomegroceryshoppingtheyreallyhavefreshveggiesI

buythekotasandheadhomestrugglingtocarrythebags.AnAstonMartinDB5modelparks

besidesmedothesecarsstillexist,Mpenduloisatthepassengerssithequicklycomestome.

Me:"Ifyoudareaskformynumber"

Mpe:"Chillwewilldropyouoffatyourplace"

Me:"Mhm"

Igetinattheback,thebrotherisdrivingIkeepcatchinghim lookingatmebloodyrearview

mirrors.Heisn'tevenashamedneitherdoesheremovehiseyestheyarefixedonmewhilehe

drives.

Me:"Thankyou"

Guy:"Whoburstyoutired?"

Thatvoiceagain,itsoundssodeadly.

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Guy:"Whyisthecarparkedoutside?"

Me:"Icouldn'tfindawaytoparkperfectlyinsidesothishappened"

Guy:"I'llgetsomeonetotowthetruckforyou,thetrailercangobehindthehouseI'm surethere

isplentyofspacethere"



HesaysanddrivesoffgeezrudeguywhosenameIdon'tevenknow.

Entry5

.

Ntombi

Mymotherhasdecidedtojustchillinthelivingroom andwatchTVshereallyexpectedmeto

doeverythingaroundherecanyoubelievethatsheaskedmewhenIwasgoingtoinstallDSTV

causeshegetsbored.Iwokeupthenextdayreallykeentogotothemall.Thecarwasn't

outsidebutMpendulowasstandingtheresmoking.

Me:"Mpe"

Thetrailerpeoplehadalreadytakenitwiththem..

Mpe:"Mapakishathecarwillbebroughtbacklatertoday,andyoulookamazinggoing

somewhere".

IhatedthisMapakishaname,yesIdidhaveabigbuttandhipsbuttheyweren'tthatbigit'smy

smallwaistthatmadethingsabitexaggerative.OhIalsohavehugeeyes,mydadusedtosay

theybrightenuphisdaysifheseesmefirstthinginthemorning.

Me:"Iwould'vedoneitonmyown"

Mpe:"YesbutHorroralreadydidthatforyou"

Me:"WhoisHorror?"

Andhewasalreadygone,Ishookmyheadandtookmycar.Theshoppingwaskillingmeand

themallhadtobethisbiglikereally,IwasheadingtoonelastshopwhenIsaw Mpesbrother

withafewshoppingbags.Hewalkedlikeheownedtheworld,hewasjuststaringathisphoneI

ontheotherstoodtheregawkingashepassedmebutstopped.Heturnedaroundandlookedat

me.

Him:"Hi"

Hestilldidn'tsmile,thisguyisevenlazytoopenhismouthwhenhetalkshisteetharelikeglued

together.

Me:"Hey"

Helookedatmytrolley.

Him:"Youalone?"



Me:"Iam"

HewasgettingclosertomebythesecondthishewastheonlythingIcouldsee,myfearwas

him hearingmyheavybreathing.

Him:"I'm Senzi"

Hepulledhishandout.

Me:"Ntombikayise"

Senzi:"Mhm Iwantyou"

Myeyeswidened.

Me:"Huh"

Senzi:"Iwantyou,Iloveyou"

Waitaminutewhatthehellishappening?Imeandon'tguysaskgirlsoutfordatesbefore

sayingthesewords,hestaredatmeintentlyIhadtomovemyeyesawayveryfastwhenthey

darktohislips.

Senzi:"Soareyougoingtobemine?"

Me:"Youareseriousaren'tyou?"

Hetiltedhisheadraisinghiseyebrow.

Senzi:"DoIlooklikeIhavetimetojoke?"

Jesus!

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Hebenthisheadtowardsmyface,hewasreallytall.HelookedatmylipsIbitthem hesquinted

hiseyes.

Senzi:"Canyouhelpmeshopformoreclothes?it'stimeIgetawomanthisthingisastruggle"

Hedidn'tevenwaitformyresponsehetookmytrolleyandpushedit.AndhereIwasstill

recoveringfrom whathesaid,washebeingreal.

.

.

.



Amile

Everyonehastheirownstoriesinlife,especiallygangsterstheyhavetheirsobstoriesofhow

theycameabouttobegangsters.Somewereforcedbypovertywhiletoothersitwasawayto

paytheirdebtsormaybetheygrewupsurroundedbyafamilyofgangstertomeandmy

brotherthoughit'sdifferent.Ourparentsarewellofftheyareoriginallyfrom SouthAfricabut

movedtoBervelyHillstheyhadallthemoneyintheworldbuttheydidn'tevenspoilus.Iworked

atadinernexttomyschoolformypocketmoney,mybrotherontheotherhandtaughtsome

learnerscomputershewasadefinitionofageek.Wewerefinewiththingsthewaytheyare

untilwediscoveredsomething.From ayoungagewehadalwaysbeenscoldedforbeingtrouble

settingtrapsforoursiblingsandparentswehadbeengroundedalmosteverymonthbutwe

havequitrecently.

Smilo:"Thisisamazing"

Me:"Iknowwhatthefuckisthat?"

Smilo:"Idon'tknowallIknowisitcanbringusmoney,weneedgunsmanyguns"

Ismiledathim..

Me:"Iknowaplacewecangetgunsfrom"

Honestlyit'sbeenoneofourbiggestdreamstodestroyallthegangsterstherewereouthere

butwewereonly14andthereisn'tmuchwecando.ThefirsttimemybrotherandIkilleda

personwaswhenwewereataparty3yearsago,Iwasdrunkforthefirsttimewhenahotguy

pulledmetothebackitstartedoffwithkissingbuthewantedtoomuch.Ismashedthebeer

bottleinhishandeverythingwentblankwhenhetriedfightingmeIstuckitonhishead.

Smilo:"Amile!!"

Iwasstaringatthedeadbodyinfrontofme,bloodwasoozingoutofhishead.

Smilo:"Shitwhatthefuckdidyoudo?"

Me:"Hewastryingtohavesexwithme".

Smilo:"Herequicklygogetthecar"

HegavemethecarkeysIrantothefrontanddrovetothebackwherehewas.Thebodywas

shitheavybutfeargivesyouthemoststrengthwealsostoleshovelswithracksanddroveto

thefurthestforestthere.Weparkedthecaratadistanceandpulledthebodytothemiddle.My

brotherdugwhileIlookedattheguy.

Smilo:"Thisisutterbullshit,whatthefuckwereyoueventhinking?Areyouinsane?"

Me:"ShutThefuckupdigbro"



Hewasheavingandsweating.

Me:"Giveme"

Wedidn'tevendigthatdeep,wethrewthebodyinandburieditthenleveledtheground..

Smilo:"Whatthehelldidyoumakemedo?"

Me:"Let'sburntheseclothes"

Wetookthem offandburntthem,wewalkedtothecarshiveringhealwayshasclothesinhis

carIdon'tknowwhy.EversincethatnightIhadnightmareswhichturnedintodaydreams.Ijust

wishedtokillandwellwithwhatmybrotherhasrecentlyfiguredoutitseemsmydreamsare

comingtolife.I'm AmileNdabeni18yearsofageandthisismystory.

.

.

.Entry6

.

Amile

BeingdonewithmyhighschoolIhadnoplansforhefutureatall,Ihadgraduatedlastmonth

andstillnothingcametomind.Evencollegedidn'tinterestme.

Smilo:"Babe"

Me:"Huh?"

Smilo:"Thisthingofcartelswillbehard"

Me:"Wehavebeenattendingshootingrangesforafullyearbrotherwhat'swrongwithyou?"

Helooksatmeunsureandshrugs.

Smilo:"We'llbeworkingoverseasAmileMexicansareruthless"

Me:"Colombiansyoumeant,Butthemanchoseusforthejobwetalkingabouta40million

dollars,which18yearsoldhasthat?"

Smilo:"Somepeopleouragearebillionaressis"

Isigh..

Me:"JustthinkaboutitI'lldrafttheplansolong"



Iwalkedoutofhisbedroom bumpingonmymom.Shelookedatmewithherarmsfolded.

Mom:"Whyareyoutwosuddenlysosecretiveyouandyourbrother?"

Me:"Wearenotmom areyouageing?"

Mom:"AmileI'm yourmotherIknowyouhavethiswholemaskofchangingbutIdoseethrough

youandifdaremessupagainI'm sendingyoutojuvenile"

Inodwithasmile,wellIhavebeentoomuchtroublethesepastyearsalmostlandingmyselfin

juvie.Mybrothercallsoutmynamefrom hisroom Irunbackleavingmymom standingthere.I

standnexttohim lookingatthegibberishlanguageonhiscomputer.

Me:"Mhm"

Smilo:"ThereisabiggestdruglordinSouthAfrica"

Me:"SouthAfrica?Nowayswhatifit'ssomeonemom anddadknows?"

Smilo:"Don'tbedumbit'snotlikethey'llseeus,wewillgotoColombiaafterwardsSouthAfrica"

Isigh.

Me:"OkaycoolIjusthopeitwon'tlandusinboilingwater"

Smilo:"AmswearesmartwedothisjobandplanthisSAthingthoroughokay?"

.

.

Ntombi

Me:"Whydoyouinsistontakinglongsleeves?"

Hehasbeenpickingupt-shirtswithlongsleevesonly.

Senzi:"Ilikethem"

Me:"Thenwhyam Iherewithyoucauseyouknowwhattopick"

IwastiredIneededtogethomenoIneededtoeatfirstthengohomeandsleeptillJehova

comes.

Senzi:"Okaylet'sjustgoeat"

Heplacedalltheclotheswehadpickedupdownandpushedthetrolleyout.AfteranHour,we

hadbeeninthisstoreforahour!andhejustleaves.Igrabhisarm helooksatmyhandwithan

intimidatinglookIdon'tremoveithedoesn'tscareme,okaymaybejustalittlebutIdon'tshowit.



Me:"Youwilltakethoseclothesandpayforthem,we'vebeenhereforanhourI'm notleaving

thoseclothesthere"

Senzi:"It'sgettinglateMamiandthequeueistoolong"

Me:"ThereareonlytwopeopleSenziwhichlongqueueareyoutalkingabout?"

Heshrugshisarmsandleaves,I'm goingtomurderhim.Hechoosesarestaurantwithaforeign

language.

Senzi:"Whatareyoueating?"

Me:"Idon'tknowthisstaff,what'sthis?"

Heraiseshiseyebrowshewantstosmilebutdoesn'tjeezheisjusttoohardcore.

Senzi:"Thatisastirfrymami,it'snice"

Me:"Idon'tunderstandwhytheyuselongwordslikethese?"

Thewaitresstakesourorderandleaves,helooksatmeagain.Idon'tthinkanyonecanbefully

comfortablewiththismanaroundthem heisjusttoointimidatingforme.

Senzi:"Socanyoutellmeaboutyourself?"

Me:"Specifically?"

Senzi:"Yourfullname?Ageandwhereyoufrom "

Me:"NtombikayiseThembekaMkhize,I'm 19originallymyfamilyisfrom Pietermaritzburgand

I'm theonlychildIlivewithmymother."

Senzi:"Mhm canIcanyouKayisthatalright?"

Igivehim asidesmilenoonehaseverthoughtofthatnickname,Ilikeit.

Me:"Andyouwhoareyou?"

Senzi:"I'm nottellingyoumyfullname"

Ifoldmyarmsandlookedathim.

Me:"Youarebeingunfair"

Herunshistongueontopofhisteeth.Ilookdown

Senzi:"WellmyfullnameisSenzangakhonaNdabeni"

Me:"That'sit?"



Senzi:"Yeahyou'llknowmorewhenyoudecidetolovemeback,Idon'tsharemyprivatelifewith

strangers"

HesaysjokinglyIscoff.

Me:"SoyouandMpenduloarebrothers?"

Senzi:"Cousins"

Iwouldn'thavethoughtIthinkIliketheNdabenieyesthentheysobedroomy.

.

.

Entry7

.

Amile

ThemanwhohiredustokillthedrugLordswantedtotakeovertheentire,hecalledwhatwe

weredoingaCartelbecauseheisdoingittolimitcompetitionandbetheonlypersonselling

thisproductwhichisTic,Cocaine,andotherotherkillerdrugs.I'vealwaysbeenafanofalcoholI

don'tunderstandthese.Mom andDadwenttoSouthAfricawithoursiblingstheyleftus

becausewehavework.

Me:"Youready?"

Hegavemeanearplugtousetotalktohim,hemadesureit'snotvisible.

Smilo:"Whenyouareinjustletmeknow?"

Me:"Don'tworryaboutmebroIwasbornforthis"

Mybloodisalreadyboilingwithexcitement..

Smilo:"There'soneguyatthetopentrance,taketheemergencyexititwillsendyoustraightto

hisoffice..Leavethedetailsonthetable"

Me:"Gotit"

Irunfrom theonebuildingandjumpovertotheother,ImakesuretobeaquietasamouseI

takeoutmySniperandshootthefirstguyithasasilencerjusttobesure.IthankGodforgiving

memymomsbodyotherwisethiswouldbereallydifficult.

Me:"Youdidn'ttellmethepassageisfloodedwithguards"

Isaidwithgrittedteeth.



Smilo:"Throwthegrenade"

Hewhisperedback.Ileanedagainstthewallbreathedinthethrewitatthem Ishutmyearsand

eyesanditblew.Theonesfrom theofficeranouttocheckItook3clearshotsleavingthem

dead.Irantotheofficethebigguywasthere.Heissaidtobeadiehard,Ishothim onhis

forehead3timesatleasthisbrainsweresplatteredeverywherenowIwassure.Iplacedthe

detailsofthebigguyontopofthetableandranoutmybrotherwaswaitingforme.Heis

insanewithpedals.

Smilo:"Didgoodforafirsttimer"

IwasbreathingheavilyItookoffmymaskandthrewontheground,theglovesstayedwithme.

Me:"ThanksIcouldhardlybreatheinthiscostume"

Itookitoffanddressedupdecently.

Me:"Whereisourmoney?"

Smilo:"Thetrunk"

Me:"Okay"

Wellthatwasthefirstofourmanyriches.

.

.

.

Ntombi

Iwassmilingtomyselfwhilecleaningthehouse,Icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutSenzihe

effortlesslymademesmile.Theguydidn'tevensmilebutIthinkIdidthatenoughfortheboth

ofus.

Mom:"Thisisafirstyouaresmiling"

Shesaidcheery.

Me:"Andyouaresober..Ornot,whatareyouwearing?"

Iadmitmom hasagoodbodybutnoman,herdressreachedmidthighsitwastighteven.

Mom:"I'm goingout"

Me:"Youarebroke"



Mom:"So,whereismycar?"

Shesaidwalkingout.

Me:"Ihopeitrollsoverandberuinedtoapointwhereitwon'tbefixed"

Iclickedmytongue.IsawSenzistandingatthegatelookingatourdirectiondumbfounded.

Mom :"Yourboyfriendishere"

Shesawhim yesterdaywhenhebroughtthecarshehasn'tforgotten.SenziwalkedinsideIwas

cleaningthestepsalreadyheleanedagainstthewall.

Senzi:"Yourmom"

Me:"Yeah"

Senzi:"It'sonlythetwoofyou?"

Me:"Mostofthetimes,whyareyouhere?"

Senzi:"I'm leaving,Ihavebusinessestolookafter"

Thedisappointment

Me:"Owyoudon'tstayaroundhere?"

Senzi:"NopebutIvisitregularly,myauntwhoispracticallymymom stayshere.Mpendulos

mom"

Me:"OhIseesoareyouXhosa?"

Senzi:"Notreally,thesurnameisbutyeah"

Idon'tevenunderstandhim.

Me:"Okay"

Senzi:"BemygirlfriendbeforeIleave"

Helooksatmyfacewithoutblinking,Idon'tknowmaybehedidhiseyesareblindingmyhuge

assones.

Me:"Senzi"

Senzi:"Ireallydoloveyouwhydon'tyoubelieveme"

Me:"It'stoosudden,wejustmetnotevenaweekago"

Heholdsmywethandsandpullsmetohischest,heisstillscowlingbuthiseyesburnwith



desire.Whatisthismandoingtome.

Senzi:"I'm notakidwhoneedsawholeyeartosurethattheyareinloveIknewIlovedyouwhen

Ifirstsawyou"

Me:"ButI'm akid"

Senzi:"I'm not"

Hesaysagainstmylips,hebrusheshislipsagainstmineIgaspshuttingmyeyesandpartingmy

lips.

Me:"Idon'tknow"

I'veneverhadaboyfriendandbeforeyouaskI'm notavirgin,Ihadacrushonaguyheaskedme

towatchamoviewithhim ithappenedafterwardsIlostinterestforboysandsexhasn'tbeenin

mindsincethathorribleencounter.

Senzi:"Youdoknow"

Hebitesmylip..

Me:"Ido?"

Iwanthim tokissmealready,Hetightenshisgripabitonourhands.Hisotheroneisburiedin

myhair.

Senzi:"IfIleavewillyounotmissme"

HeistorturingmeandIhateit.Idon'twaitforhim tokissmeIcapturehisupperlipwithmine

hedoesn'trespond.

Senzi:"Allowmetoloveyou"

Me:"Loveme"

Hefreesmyhandandpullsmybodytohis,helatcheshislipsonminepullsonthem softlyI

wasalreadygettingindeepwhenhestoppedheheldmychinlookingatbothmyeyes.

Senzi:"I'llloveyou"

Hepecksmylipsandleavesmedumbfounded,Ishouldhavedatedmorebecausethisthinghe

isdoingtomeissonotfamiliar.Iinvoluntarypressmythighstogether,Icussundermybreath.

Me:"ReallyKay,youwet!"

.

.Entry8



.

I'vebeentryingtomakefriendsbutitseemednooneisinterested.ImissSenzangakhonahe

doesn'tevenhavemynumber,Idon'tevenknowwherehestays.Ifeltlikehavingbraaidmeet

mom hasn'tbeenbackfor5daysIcalledeverywhereandit'sfrustratingIdon'tknowifshewill

bebackornotIjusthopesheisn'tdead.

Mpe:"Mapakisha"

I'llkillthisoneIswear,hesmileslikearetardedwhenheseesme.Iwanttoaskhim aboutSenzi

buthemightnotevenknowwearetogether..

Me:"Mpendulowhywouldyouinsistoncallingmethatname"

I'm justasize32butbecausemyupperbodydecidedtobea28.

Mpe:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"I'm herecan'tyousee"

HeistoononsensicalwhythehellwouldheaskmeastupidquestionIbuythemeatplatterand

sitdown.

Mpe:"Youdidn'thavetopay,Iownthisplace"

Me:"SoIwassupposedtojustknowthat"

Hesmiled,hewascutetoobutsweetandtheeyesmytheireyes.

Mpe:"Butyouandmewouldbesuitedforeachotheryousee,bigeyesandsmalleyes"

Ilaughpushinghishandawayfrom myface.Myfoodcomes,MpetakesitbeforeIdo.

Mpe:"Doyoudrink?"

Me:"No"

IhavebutIdon'tlikedrinkingbecausemymom isadrunkard,IthankGodsheneverabusedme

otherwiseIwouldhavelongdiedIlovemymom todeath.

"Mami"

Mybodyshudders,heisstandingrightbehindme.Iturntolookathim hekissesmycheekthen

comesallaroundtositnexttome.Heputshishandovermyshoulder,Mpenduloissurprised

hehashisjawdropped.

Senzi:"Gazi"

Mpe:"SureHorroryouback"



Senzi:"Gazi"

Ilookathim,whyisheHorror?

Mpe:"SureGazisoyouandMissy"

Senzi:"Yeah"

Mpe:"Alwaysneh?"

Senzidoesn'trespondinsteadheturnshisheadandlooksatme.

Senzi:"Youeatinghere"

Me:"Iwasn'tbutIwasgoingto"

Senzi:"Okay"

Hewhistlesoneoftheguyscomestothetable,helooksshitnervous.

Senzi:"Canyoupackthisinatakeaway?"

Theguynodsandtakesmyfood.Ididn'tevenseeMpenduloleave.

Me:"Areyoustillgoingtoleaveagain?".

Heislookingatmyeyes,wesocloseIdon'tcareIlikeuslikethis.

Senzi:"Idon'treallystayhere"

Iraisemyeyebrow..

Me:"Reallywheredoyoustaythen?".

Hearchshiseyebrow.

Senzi:"You'llknowwhenyouvisitmeMehlo,let'stakeawalk"

Hetakesmyhandandstandsup,hecarriesmyfoodaswewalkhome.

Me:"Wheredoyouaroundhere?"

Hepointsatahousenotfarfrom thechesanyama,itlooksamazingandrenovated.It'snota

doublestorey,theirglassisgreenandhedgeistrimmedperfectly.

Me:"Mhm luckyyoumymoneywouldprobablygetfinishedearlyconsideringthatIlovebraaid

meat".

Senzi:"ItgetsoldbesidesIgetitforfree"



Me:"Causeyourcousinownstheplace".

HechucklesIlookathim helookscutewhenhedoesthat,thesunblindsmethat'showtallheis.

Ittakesussolongtogethome.

Me:"Wannahelpmewiththefood?"

Senzi:"Isyourmom home?"

Iunlockthegate.

Me:"Idoubt".

Iseeherlyingonthefloodlookinghalfdeadherdressistornit'stheskimpyonesheleftwith,I

dropthelockandkeysandruntoher.

Me:"Mama"

Iturnheraround.

Me:"OhmyGod."

Senzi:"Gogetyourcarkeys"

Istanduphegivesmethehousekeys,IrushinsideandtakemycarkeysIopenthedoorandget

inatthebackwithmyunconsciousmother.

Me:"Isshestillalive?"

Mymainworryisherliferightnow,wearriveataprivatehospital.

Me:"Senziwedon'thaveamedicalaid"

Hedoesn'tlistenheparksanywayandgoesinsidehecomesbackwithnursesandastroller.

Heholdsmeastheytakemymom away.

Senzi:"Let'sgoinside"

Inod,heholdsmyhand.WesitonthebencheswhileIsobquietly.

Me:"IwillhateherifshedoesbutI'llstillhateherifsheleaves,mom issoirresponsible"

Senzi:"Wherewasshe?"

Me:"Idon'tknowsheleftthedayyoualsoleftandthatwasit"

Senzi:"ShewillbeokayIpromise"

Me:"Andifshedoesn'tmakeit,Senzimom isallIhavewemighthaveswappedrolesbutsheis



everythingtome.IlovehermorethanIlovemyselfyouknowIshouldhavetoldthepolice"

Hedoesn'tevenknowwhattosaytomeinsteadthere'sangeralloverhisface.

TheDoctorfinallycomestousafteranhour.

Doctor:"Ma'am wewillneedyoutogiveusthedetailsofthepatient"

Me:"Uhm she'smymom Iknowtheoffbyheart"

Doctor:"Andthemedicalaidtoo"

Senzi:"We'llpaywithcash,canyoutellushowsheis"

Ilookathim withmymouthajar,hedidn'tjustsaywhatIthinkhesaiddidhe?

Doctor:"Sheisstable,wethinkshewasassaultedandsexuallyharassed.Butwearerunning

testsandwewillwaitforhertotelluswhathappened"

Ipinchmynosebridgeandpacearound.

Me:"Canweleavethisplaceplease?"

Henodsandwegetout.

Senzi:"Doyouwanttogohome?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,theymighthavetakenthecaraswell.WhatwillIdonow?"

Hishandsrestonmythighs.

Senzi:"Wewillfindthecarandyourmom willgetjusticetoookay?"

Me:"Okay"

Ileanagainstthewindowandletthetearsfall,IhearwhatheissayingbutIdon'tbelieveitI

thinktheyarejustwordsofcomfort.Ihopemom wasn'tsexuallyassaultedorshewilldie,the

divorcealmostdidthatbutthiswillfinishheroff.

Entry9

.

Ithoughtwewoulddrivetomyplacebuthedrovetohishouseinstead,itwasgettingdark.He

parkedthecarinthegarage.

Me:"Whyarewehere?"



HelookedatmelikeI'm anidiot,hewasopeningthedoorformeIgotout.

Senzi:"YouthinkI'llletyousleepalonewhenyouarelikethis?"

Ididn'tknowhowtoresponditwastoothoughfulofhim toconsidermywellbeinglikethat.He

wenttothebackofthehousetherewasabackdoorIthinkthisroom isbehindthegarage,it

wassodarkheturnedonthelight.Somuchblackandgrey,thewallsweregreythebedding

backthepillowsblackandgreythebuild-inwardrobesblack.

Senzi:"IwasonceobsessedwiththesecoloursMamzothinksIstillam"

Theroom smeltsomuchlikehim,hehuggedmefrom behind.Iwassonervouslikesinceweare

togetheralonearewegonnahavesex?IhopenotcauseI'm afraidthatwilljustmakemeall

clingy.

Me:"CanIsleep?"

HeopenedhischestofdrawersandtookoutablackhugeT-shirt.

Senzi:"I'm comingbackjustnow"

HewentoutIundressedandneatlyfoldedmyclothes,thisguymustbeOCDIopenedthe

coversandgotunderneathafterputtingontheshirtIsunkingoshthisbedissosoftthepillows

smellfresh

"HayiMahI'llbringbacktheplatesmyself,ungangilandeli"

Iheardhim shoutthenasqueakyvoicefollowed.HelaughedoutloudthatwasthefirstlaughI

heardfrom him,hegotin.

Senzi:"Mami"

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim.

Me:"Hey"

Hesatnexttomewiththefoodonmylap,itwasbeefanddumplingsmymouthwateredIdon't

knowwhenlastIhadfoodlikethis.

Iimmediatelydugin.DamnIwasfamished,Ilookeduptomeethiseyestaringhewassmiling.

Senzi:"Ilovehowyourlipsmovewhenyouchew"

Hewipedthecornerofmymouthwithhisthumbthensuckedithiseyesstillonmine,howam I

supposedtoconcentratewhenhejustturnedmeon?Iclearedmythroatandcontinuedeating.

Me:"ThanksI'm fullnow"



Hegavemeaglassofjuice,IgulpeditdowninonegoIblamehim heismakingmethirsty.He

leftItriedfallingasleepIheardhim comingbackaftersometime,therewasshufflingIturned

aroundtolookathim hewasundressinghisbackwasfacingme.Heisalwaysinajacketora

longsleevedt-shirthetookitoff,Igulpedmyohmyhewasawholesnack.Hewasnowonhis

phonewithhisphoneinhishands,heturnedaroundhispantswereunbuttonedandhanginglow

hewasinblackboylegsIcouldseehiscrotch.Ilookedupathim tofindhim staringbackwitha

sidegrin.Hecockedhisheadthem fullyundressed,shitIfeelbeyondselfconciousnowthis

manisthedefinitionofperfect.Althoughhalfhistorsowascoveredininkhewasjuice.

Senzi:"Yougawking"

Hesaidtomyfaceandcapturedmylips.Hegotundercoverswithoutbreakingthekiss,hepulled

metohim mypebbleswerepokinghischest.Theyweresureashellhardasfuck.

Senzi:"Let'ssleep"

Iwasbreathingheavilymyunderwearsweredamp,couldn'theatleasthelpedmegetoff.I

turnedaroundandpressedmybutthardagainsthismanhood,Iheardhim cussunderhisbreath.

Me:"Goodnight"

Hepalmedmymoundandpressedharder,Imoanedinvoluntary.Hekissedthebackofmyhead

andheldme.

Senzi:"Iloveyou"

IthinkIlovehim too,NoshitIlovehim.DamnIam inlove.

.

Entry10

.

Thesoundsofpecksallovermyfacewakesmeup,theweightontopofmeremindsmethatI

haveaboyfriend.Iam goingtoopenmyeyesandIhavecrudsonmyfaceIprobablylooklikea

mess,wellfuckit.Ismilebeforeopeningmyeyes.Heisstaringatmesmiling.

Me:"Hey"

Herespondswithakiss,Ispreadmylegsforhim.Hehisseswhenhismanhoodcomesin

contactwithmymoundhepressesharderonmyclit.Isquirm underneathhim ,damnheis

goodhestopsandlooksatmeIcanhardlykeepmyeyesopen.

Senzi:"Howdidyousleep?"



Me:"Isleptgreat"

Senzi:"Goodwakeupsowecangoshowerthenseemom"

Idon'teventhinktwiceaboutshoweringwithhim.Hetakesoffmyt-shirtIseehislipspartas

gestaresatmybodyhesquintshiseyeshisjawstighten.

Icrossmyhandsovermybreasts,hetakesatowelandwrapsitaroundmybody.

Hetakesanotherandwrapsitonhiswaist.

Senzi:"Wearthese"

TheyareadidaspushonswowhowtypicalIdidn'texpectthat.There'sabathroom oppositethe

doorroom,it'stherewithatoiletandshowerandatub.Heturnsonthewater,myeyesclose

involuntaryasIfeelhim behindme,hereachesforthesoapandrubsitonmybackheturnsme

aroundrunsitovermybreastsmylipsquiverthishastobeasin.Hetakesoffmyunderwear,his

eyesfixedonmine.Herunsitovermybuttthebackofmythighsmylegsthefrontofmythighs

thenhestops.

Senzi:"Spreadyourlegsformemami"

IdosowithouthesitationherubsthesoapinbetweenmythighsIcouldfeelthetipofhisthumb

rubbingmymouthfrom timetotime.Ican'tstandIcan'tevenbreathe,hefinallystopsand

comesuptome.Veinspoppingonhisforeheadhiseyesredandsmallerthantheyare.

Senzi:"Let'scleanyouupproperly"

Hegluesourfacestogetherandseperatesmyfolds,Igaspforairandseductivelybitehisliphe

respondsbybitingmineback.

Me:"Babyplease"

Hechuckles.

Senzi:"Wearen'thavingsexinmymothershouse"

Me:"OhGod"

Iretort,Iswearthishurtsmeliterallymyheartclenchedwhenhesaidthathestillkissedmy

neckearningamoanthenhestopped.Mymouthwideopenmyeyesshutclosed,Iopenmy

eyestoseehim washinghimselfwearestandingsidetosidejuststaringwithwonderateach

other.Ilovehim andIdodeeply,IfeelhistooitmirrorsmineifnotworseIswearifIam not

deepandImightfalldeeperhellmightbreakbecauseIfeellikethisisitforme.Senziisit.

HebentsoverIassumetoremovehisunderwearItryIreallydotrytonotstarebutmyeyesdart

tohim manhood.It'shardandhuge,butsobeautiful.



Senzi:"Wannatouchit?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No"

FinallyItalkgeezIalmostthoughtIlostmyvoiceforamoment.

Senzi:"Okay"Heshrugs"Youavirgin?"

Me:"No"

Hesquintshiseyes.

Senzi:"Whotookit?"

Minewidened.

Me:"What?"

Senzi:"Nevermind"

Me:"Mhhm"

Wefinallyfinishup,Iwanttowearmyclothesagainbutheturnsdowntheidea.Hegivesme

shortsinsteadtheyalmostreachmykneestheyarewhitewithflowersIalmostlaugh.

Me:"Whyisthisshortsospringy?"

Iwearasweatjerseyontop.Hesmiles.

Senzi:"Thosearemyswimmingshorts,feelcomfortable?Icangiveyoumyunderwear"

HewinksIblushbuthideitwithrollingmyeyes.

Hetakesmyhandandwewalktothefrontofthehouse,mycarisparkedoutsidenexttohis

WhiteAstonMartin,Iwonderifheisrich.Hemustbethoughthisisn'tacarbutamasterpiece.

I'm staringatitIdon'tevenhearawomangreeting.

Senzi:"Mamzo"

Ilookonthegroundonmysidesbehindme,I'm nervous.

Mamzo:"OohnowIknowwheretheplateleft"

IwanttolaughIbrushmyarm nervouslylookingdown.

Senzi:"Thisismymuntuma"

Mamzo:"Tshini,mhleketana(Sheispretty)"



Senzi:"Iknowwewillmakebeautifulkids"

Mamzo:"Molontombi(hellogirl)"

Me:"HiMamzo"

Shesmiles,evenatherageIdon'tmisstheChineseeyesandsharpenglishnose,sheis

beautiful.

Mamzo:"ImadesourporridgeI'm gladthosesurbubsdidn'tchangemysonotherwiseIwould

die"

Sheheadsinsideandwefollowher,IlookatSenzihowcomeheisZuluthough?Mamzokeeps

lookingatmeandsmiling.

Mamzo:"SoNtombiright?Wheredoyoustay?"

Me:"Uhm nextto..."

IlookatSenziIforgotwhereIstay.

Senzi:"NgakuboSuema(nexttoSuesma)"

Mamzo:"OheuThixoukubekengakumtyholimntanam"

SheshakesherheadIdidn'tevenunderstandwhatshewassaying.

Senzi:"Shemeansyoustayneartemptors,don'tworrymathisoneisagoodgirl"

Shesmilesatme,sheissweetIlikeherandhercooking.

Mamzo:"Youmustvisitmesometimeitgetslonelyhere"

Me:"Ifyoupromisetoteachmehowtomakethosedumplings"

I'veeasedupabit.

Mamzo:"Iwilleventeachyouhowtomakesamp,steam breadIevencookchickenfeets"

Me:"IlovechickenfeetsIhardlyeatthem though"

Mamzo:"LuckyyouIalwayshavethem inthefreezer"

IfeelhisglaresonmeIturnheislookingatmewithasmileIreturnit.

Senzi:"Eymawewillseeyoulater"

Mamzo:"OkaycomebackMaKhabazela"

Iwaveoff.WeentertheAstonMartinIcan'tevenhidemyexcitement.



Senzi:"Youlovethiscar?"

Me:"Yeah,youspeakXhosa"

Senzi:"Notevenabit,wegrewupwithourZulucousins"

Me:"Soyouareabigfamily?"

Senzi:"HugesomemembersIhavenoclueoff,onlythecloseones.Mamzosheexcludedherself

from thefamily,thereisnobadbloodthoughbutshelovesthisatmosphere"

Me:"Andyoureyesyougotthatwhere?"

Helaughed.

Senzi:"Theysellusoff,Noteveryonehastheseeyesjust90%andtheyarefrom ourgreat

grandfatherhepasseditontograndfathergrandfatherpasseditontodad,andMamzo"

Me:"OhsoMamzoisyourfatherssister?"

Senzi:"YessheisbutmyfatherdiedsoshetookmeinasherthattimeMpendulowaslike3

yearsold"

Me:"Wowandshelovedyoulikehers"

Senzi:"Yeah"

Me:"Sosincewearestrangersanymorehowoldareyou?"

Hechuckles.

Senzi:"I'm 28"

I'm unabletocanIknewhemightbeoldjustnotthatold.

Me:"Iloveyoustill"

Isayabsentmindendly,thetiresscreechhejuststoppedinthemiddleoftheroad.

Me:"Whydidyoustop?"

Heislookingmewiththebrightestsmile

Senzi:Yousaidyouloveme"

Me:"YeahIdidImeanIdoloveyou,drive"

Hestartsthecaranddrivesoff.

Senzi:"Fuckshelovesme"



HewhispersIstillhearhim I'm surehedidn'tmeanformetoo.

.

.

Entry11

.

Smilo

Mysisterisgoodateverythingshedoes,sheshootsperfectly,canrunfastandhastheright

qualitytobeakillerbutshegetstriggerhappytheplanwastokillonlytheColombiansthen

headtoSouthAfricanextthingIknowwerunningawayfrom Mexicans,Russiansitwasawhole

lotofshitIgottiredofbecauseshewillgetuscaughtonewayoranother.Sheisrecklessabit

toomuch,mom anddadwerebackfrom SAwithourlittlesistershewassoadorableIcouldeat

hercheeksupIwantedtogiveNwabisaattentionfirstwhoismylittlesisterbutnottillIattend

tomyowntwinsister.Ifoundhersprawledonherbedlisteningtoheadsets.Ipulledthem out.

Amile:"Hey!"

Me:"Don'theyme,youplannedanothertripforustoEurope"

Amile:"Ididn't"

Me:"Thenwhodidit?BecauseIdon'trememberpressingthatcomputertoacceptanotherjob!do

youwanttogetuskilled?Thesepeoplearealreadyawareofourexistencetheyarewaitingfor

ustostrikehowdumbareyou?"

Amile:"IsaidIdidn'tdoit"

IfshewasamanI'dsnapherneckthisinstant

Me:"Fuckyou"

Shejustmademethirstysheneverstepsuptohermistakesnever.

IwalkovertothekitchenIcanhearmyparentswhispering,theyjustgothere.

Dad:"Theydidn'thavetheirceremonybaby,theywillbelost"

Mom:"ButIdon'twanttogobackhomepermanently"

SouthAfricaweretheyplanningonusmovingback?

.

.



.

Ntombi

Me:"Ohma".

Iheldherhandtheyweresocold,IwasalittleateasewhenIsawtheoxygenmaskatleastshe

isbreathingonherown.

"Ntombi"

Ilookedupshewasawake.

Me:"MahyouareawakethankGod"

Ihuggedhershewinced.

Mom:"I'm sorryforputtingyouthroughthat"

Me:"Mawhathappened?"

Ilookedatherfacesheclosedhereyesandtearsmarkedheface.

Mom:"It'salotmybabyIcan'ttellyouallofitnow"

Me:"Isitthedivorce?"

Shecloseshereyesandshakesherhead.

Mom:"Atsomepointitwasbutatsomeitwasn'taboutthatanymore,babylifeisn'teasyIthank

Godforgivingmeadaughterlikeyou"

Me:"Areyoudyingma?"

Mom:"Itwouldn'tmakeadifferenceinyourlife,youareamaturedwoman"

Iclampmyhandagainstmymouth,Iwasholdingmyselffrom screamingorkickingherface.

EverytimeIgetagitatedtothelimitIgocrazyliterally,Icanbethemostcalm personbutthat

goesawaywithablink..

Me:"Youaresoselfish!Howcouldyou!!!"

IscreamedIfelthandsholdthesideofmyarmsandpullmeout.Iscreamed,Iwassomad.

Me:"Fuuuck!!"

IkickedthebenchImighthavebrokeatoenail,Senziheldme.

Senzi:"calm downbaby"



HewasholdingmewhileItriedtomove.

Me:"Shewantstodie"Myvoicebreaks"Aftereverythingshewantstokillherself,Iwasreadyto

takehertotherapywithmysavingsbutshewantstodie"

Icollapsehescoopsmeupandsitsonthebenchwithmybuttonitandmyupperbodyagainst

hischest.

Senzi:"Shewon'tbabyIpromiseshewon't"

Me:"ShereallywantstoleavemeSenzi"

Hecuppedmyface

Senzi:"Shewon't,youtrustmeright?"

Inod.

Senzi:"Yourmom needshelpIwilltakehertoapsychiatricward,don'tturnmedownbecauseI

wanttodothisforyou.Yourmom isnotgoingtodieonyouokay?"

Inodhekissesmylips,Thedoctorconfirmsthatmom isclinicallydepressedandsheneeds

help.ShesuggestsarehabforusinMorningSidetheyareapparentlygoodsowetakeit,Ihope

shegetsbetterIwillneedamotherinfactIhavebeenneedingamother.

.

Entry12

.

"Kubobonkeabant'emhlabeni

Ngincamelawena

Ngishokumaphalamendeimbala

Ngincamelawena"

Hetappedthestaringwheelmovinghisheadabit.Iwassittingonthepassengerssitmyback

againstthedoorandmyfeetontheseatIlovedlookingathim,IthinkI'm obsessedwiththisguy

eversincehegotbackwehadbeentogethereverysingleday.Hemadesureheseesmeevenif

it'sforanhour.

Helookedatmeandsmiled.

Senzi:"Youthinkyourmom isreadytoleave"

Ishrugged.



Me:"Idon'tknow"

WewereheadingtothehospitalcometothinkofitIdon'trememberthelasttimeIdrove

myselfsomewherethisfeltgood.

Senzi:"Areyouready?"

Inodded.

Me:"Uh'huhatleastshe'sgoingtogethelp"

Isatproperlywewereonthefreewayroad.Mom didn'tlooktoohappyaboutleavingshedidn't

evengreetmebackorsatatthefrontwhenIaskedhertooohwellItried.Thedrivewastoo

silent.

Me:"MamaIloveyouandwhenyougetbackIhopeIcanbeachildagain.Iknowit'sChristmas

inafewdaysIwouldhavelovedtospenditwithyoubutyouneedthismorethanChristmas"

Shebrushesmyhairandkissesmycheek,thenurseisalreadywaitingforher.Sheturnsand

leavesit'ssadIwouldhavecamehereforChristmasbutsheisn'tallowedvisitorsfortwo

weeks..Mymanopenedhisarmsforme.

Me:"She'llbeokay"

Senzi:"Shewill"

Me:"I'llbespendingChristmasalone"

Senzi:"OryoucancomewithmetotheEasternCape"

Ilaughedhedidn'tevenlooklikehewasjokingbutIstilllaughed.

Me:"Nopenothanks"

Senzi:"OkaythenI'llvisityou"

Ilookedathim withmyeyespoppingout.

Me:"Christmasisforfamily"

Senzi:"IknowbutI'm notlettingyouspendyoursalone,youaremyfamilytoo"

Isighed.

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwanttokeepyouawayfrom yourfamily"

Senzi:"Thenthatmeansyoucomingwithme"

Hesmirked,IthinkhetrickedmeIfeellikeIwastricked.



Me:"Letmethinkaboutitfirst"

Heparkedinfrontofmyhouse,restedhisarm aroundhisseatwhilefacingme.

Senzi:"I'llcomebackbeforeChristmasIhavesomethingstofix"

Ifrowned.

Me:"SoIwon'tseeyouforthenext3days?"

Henodded,Idon'tknowwhatwillhappenoncewehavesexbecauserightnowI'm tooattached

tohim.Evenwhenwewalkaroundoneglancefrom agirlmakesmewanttokillsomeone.Ilove

him andit'spossiblethatIlovehim morethanIlovemyself..

Senzi:"Mami"

Me:"Sthandwasam"

Hesmiled.

Senzi:"I'llcall"

Hedoesn'tevenhavemynumber,him andIneverspokeoverthephone.ButmaybeIgaveithim

ifwhenIalsodon'thaveanyidea.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Heplacedhishandandthebackofmyandkissedme.Amoanescapedmylipsaccompanied

byhisdeepgroanhepulledmyheadevenclosertohim.Hebrokethekissplacingapeckonmy

forehead.

Senzi:"Iloveyou"

Ijumpedoffhedidtoo,hegavemeahugthenleft.IcouldstillhearthesoundofhidcarwhichI

alwaysherewhenheisoutside.It'slikeheusesittocallme.

WellatleastIhavevoicebox,Itookmytuboficecream andsatinfrontoftheTVtillIheard

someoneagirlinfactshoutingmynamefrom outside.Iopenedthedooritwas2girls,I

recognisedthem causetheyarefrom around.

Iopenedtheburglarguardandstoodatthesteps.

Girl:"Sawubona(Greetings)"

Me:"Hey"

Girl:"Sondela"

Thesecondwasjustlookingatmesmiling.



Girl:"I'm SphothisisLizeka"

Me:"I'm Ntombi"

Theybothnod..

Lizeka:"WewerewonderingifyoucouldcomewithustotheChesanyamajustforchilling"

Spho:"Wejustwannabefriendsnothingmore"

Me:"OhI'llgochange"

WeirdbutIcan'tsithereandstressaboutmyresults,mymom ormylifeI'vebeenlongingfor

friends.Iworeapairofjeansandavestthenpushons,IsmiledtheywereSenzisIforgottogive

them backI'm kiddingtheyareminenow.

Lizeka:"SoNtombidoyoustayalone?"

Me:"Withmymom butsheisaway"

Spho:"Solikewecanvisitanytime?"

Iscrunchedmyface,shewasatadbitforward.Iwon'tanswerherincasemymouthdecidesto

berude.

ThankGoodnesswehadreachedtheplace,Mpendulowasstandingattheentrancewithhis

armsfoldedagainsthischest.HelookedupatmehislookwasrathersternbutitsoftenwhenI

glancedbackwithaconcernedlookIsmiled.

Mpe:"Mapakisha"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Awukahle"

Mpe:"Letmetakeyouguystoatable"

Me:"Noit'sfinewewillfinditourself"

Iwavedabitthenwalkedoff.Thesetwohookedboththeirarmsonminethesquealed.

Spho:"OhGodyouandMpe"

Lizeka:"Howishe?Isheagoodlover?Goshifheislikehisbrother"

Me:"Whichbrother?"

Lizeka:"Horrormhhm thatone,heknowshisways"



Igagged,thatnamewherehaveIhearditbefore?Ifrownedtryingtothinkback.Ithinkit'sSenzi

fuckit'shim,oneofthesebitchesfuckedmyboyfriend.Isatdownthelookofdisgustonmy

facecouldn'tbewiped.IthankedGodwhenmyphonerang,itwasanunsavednumberIwas

evenshockedmyphoneneverrings.Iexcusedmyself

Me:"Hello"

"Mami"

Myheart,itbeatsofast.

Me:"Speakofthedevil"

Senzi:"Whereyouat?"

Me:"TheChesanyama,Ihavenewfriendsapparentlyoneofthem hadsexwithyou".

Thosewordswerebittertoutter,MyfirstcallwithmyloverhadtobelikethisbecauseI'm bitter"

Senzi:"Whonow?"

Ibitmylip.

Me:"NevermindhowIareyou?"

Senzi:"UnfortunatelyIdomind,mybabyisupset"

Entry13

.

Ntombi

I'm onetogetirritatedeasilyandthesegirlswerestartingtoboreme.Mpecamewiththemeat

andsatnexttome..

Mpe:"Icametorescueyou,youlookirritated"

HewhisperedagainstmyearhewasalittleclosebutI'lltakeitasifhedidn'tintendto.

Me:"Iam"

Icouldn'teveneatIlookatthem withasmile"Uhm guysIneedtogetgoingI'llseeyouaround"

IstoodupwithMpeandleftbeforetheystartwithquestionsIwasn'tintheslightestmoodfor

them anymore.



Me:"Youknowthem"

Mpe:"Yeptheyaregolddiggers,alot"

Me:"Didtheymineyou?"

Isaywithalaugh..

Mpe:"Naahtheyarenotmytype"

IwishSenziwouldsaythesamething,thosegirlsaren'treallythatappeasingandshameit'slow

ofhim tohavesexwiththem.

Me:"Ohwow"

Mpe:"UuhI'lljustleaveyouhere"

Me:"Ohokaythanks"

Hesmiledandmethenwalkedback,wellthatwasuhm Idon'tknow.Myphonerangagain.

Me:"Baby"

Senzi:"Smoko?(Problem)"

Me:"Regarding?"

Senzi:"Ayboumuntu,kantiakuwenaokadeudiniwe.Yazimengasengfikelaphoungakhuluma

sukhala(weren'tyoutheoneangry,youknowwhenIgetthereyou'lltalkwhilstwhipping)"

Me:"Thesegirlshereweretalkingaboutyoursexgame?"

Senzi:"Manje(So)"

Ihatedwhathewasdoingtrickingmetotellinghim thetruth.

Me:"Awukahle(pleasestop)"

Senzi:"Babyyoupossiblydidn'tthinkI'm avirginthosegirlsprobablyknewwetogethertheydid

thattospiteyou,Idon'tfuckjustanyoneMamiIknowpeopleI'vehadsexwiththeywouldn't

darebreathenexttoyou".

Me:"Whatdoesthatmean?"

Senzi:"Howdoesitsoundtoyou?"

Me:"Itsoundsscary,butpromising"

Senzi:"Thenit'sexactlythatlalela(listen)Ineedtogetbacktowork.Iloveyouanddon'tletlow



livesruinyourmood"

Hehungup,okayIdon'tknowwhat'sthisI'm dating.

.

.

.

Smilo

Idecidedtonotsayanythinguntilmyparentsdecidetotalk,wewereatdinnerallofusgathered

aroundmom clearedherthroat.Sheputthecutleryasideandcleanedhermouth.

Mom:"OkayguyswewillbeflyingtoSouthAfricaforChristmasIknowyoudon'tlikeittherebut

wehavenochoice"

Amilechuckled.

Amile:"Whatdoesthatmeanmah?"

Mom:"ItmeansweneedtogetoutofthiscountryandgobackhomeAmile,I'm notgoingto

arguewithyouaboutthis"

Amile:"YousayingwemovingonChristmaslikeit'sahundreddaysawayinSouthAfricathat's

likedaysaway"

Me:"Bymovingyoumeanwegettingoutofthiscountryforgoodgood"

Dad:"Youtwothisisn'tsomethingyoucanunderstand,weneedtoleaveourlivesareatstake"

Amileleanedbackfoldingherarms,shewasstudyingthem Iknewthatlookshewasgoingon

detectivemodeitalwaysworksoutwellforhersheknowshowtomakeapersontellthetruth.

Shesnickeredagainleaningforwardwithherlowerarmsonthetable.

Amile:"Youtwoaregangsters"TheykeptquietlookingateachotherIhadmyeyeswide"Nono

youweregangsters"Ilookedatmyparentstheyhadblankfacialexpressions.

Dad:"Amileyouwillnotspeaktouslikethat,doyouthinkwelooklikegangsters?"

Amile:"Actuallyyoudo"

Me:"Amile"

Mom:"NoSmiloletherbe,Iwanttoseewherethisisgoing"

Shesaidlookingatmytwinwhowassmiling.SometimesIthinkthisonesmokescocaine,she

alwayssounexplainableandwellitturnsintoacircusinthishouse.



Amile:"Ohnodon'tworrymom IguessweshouldbehappywegoingtoSouthAfrica,yeywe

shouldsayourgoodbyestoourfriendsasifit'snothing"

Shestartedpackingherdishes,sheisthedramaqueenofthishouseafterall.Wealljustlooked

atheractcrazy,inmymindIwasalreadyonmycomputertofindoutwhatishappeningwhy

shouldwesuddenlyleave?Areourparentsonsomeundercovershit?

.

.

Entry14

.

Amile

Iwassad,mytwinwassad,Hlumelowasalsosad.Wewereallsadthemovementwastoo

suddenforusall,Idon'tevenknowifIsaidgoodbyetoeveryone.MybrotherandIstillhada

messtomake.Somepeoplemightbewonderingwhatthethrilliswithkillingbutthereisthe

excitementthatcomeswithseeingblood,IswearI'dlickaknifeafterstickingitonsomeones

throatifitwasn'tforHIV.Theruns,thesmokeofblazinggunsinawarzonefuckIknewwellit

waslovethefirsttimeIheldaguneverythingthatcameaftertoo.OhyesIknewittoowell.Now

I'm goingtocausechaosinSouthAfrica.

"Ohnookaysoit'llbeclearwhen?That'slike7daystime...newyearsandChristmaswouldhave

longpassedbythen"

Wewereallwaitingfordadinthelivingmom isscreamingherheadofflikecrazy.

Sheturnedtoall3ofuswewerejustlookingatherevenHlumelowhoisforeveronherphone.

Mom:"Okayyouguysstillhave7moredayshere"

Shesaidandleft.

Smilo:"Whatdoesthatmean?"

Ismiled.

Me:"Idon'tknowbutIam goingtoQatar"

That'snotinmycontinentbytheway.

Dadwalkedin.

Hlumelo:"HeyEthan,Aphilewasmadsheburstofftoyour'llsbedroom"



My11yearoldsistersaysbeforedadevenasks.

Dad:"Thereisastorm atoursecondstopsounfortunatelywewon'tbegoing"

Smilo:"Yey"

Dad:"Don'tdothattheentirefamilywasallreadyforyou,eventheextendedfamily"

Hestormedoff.

Me:"TheysomadaboutthisSouthAfricanshit"

Smilo:"Idon'tcareallIwantistoenjoymystaythereotherwise.."

Hescoffed.

Me:"It'sallweprayforbrother"

.

.

.

Ntombi

Thesoundofacarrevvingthenparkingoutsidethegatewokemeup,Iliterallyjumpedoffthe

bedandrantothelivingroom.Isawhim lockitthenfacingthehouse,Igotoutbeforehecould

getin.Iregrettedit,ithadjustrainedthepreviousdayandtodayisthe23rdhecameabittoo

soonthatIhadanticipated.ButIwasexcitedtoseehim.

Hegavemeasidesmile.

Me:"I'm walkingonmudforyou"

Hefurrowedhiseyebrowsstickingthetipofhistonguetothecornerofhismouth.

Senzi:"Areyouonlygivingmethat?really?"

Ilaughedlookingatmyfeet.

Me:"I'm jokingmudisnothing"

Hechuckledandgavemeafullsmile.

Senzi:"Mami"

Heopenedhisarms,Ihuggedhim fordearlifehekissedthetopofmyhead.

Me:"Iwasn'texpectingyoutoday"



Heshrugged.

Senzi:"Igaveyou2daysyoumighthavedecidedrightnow"

Heheldmyhandandpulledmeinsidehepickedmeupwenttothebathroom,Isatattheedge

ofthetubasheopenedthewaterwashingoffthemud.

Me:"You'llcleanthetubupright?"

Hewasalsosittingonthetubfacingtheotherdirection,helookedatme.

Senzi:"Don'tignorewhatIsaid"

Isighedrubbingmyfeetsagainsteachother.

Me:"Isitabigthing?"

Heshrugged.

Senzi:"Noideababy,I'veneverbeenwiththatpartofmyfamilybefore.Wherewearegoingtobe

atislikeourancestralhome,ourgreatgrandparentsarerestingthere.AndfamilymembersI

havenoideaofwillbecomingforChristmas"

Igavehinaboredlook.

Me:"Really?"

Senzi:"What?"

Me:"Didyouhavetobethathonest?"

Senzi:"I'm sorrybutI'm notagoodliar"

IrolledmyeyesandwipedmyfeetthenItookatoothbrush.

Me:"YoucouldhavenowI'm nervous"

Hedidn'tsayanything.

Senzi:"Goeasyonthebrushingyoumighthurtyourgums"

Ispatandlookedathim withmytoothbrushpointingathim.

Me:"Thenit'seasyHonestyyouspendingChristmashere"

I'm sorrybuthewasaskingtoomuchofme.Wehadn'tevendatedforthatlongbutalreadyI'm

meetingfamily.

Senzi:"Okay"



Iexpectedhim tobedownorsomethingbutnotmymanhewaschilled.

Me:"Areyouagreeingtothis?"

Senzi:"AttheendofthedayyoutheoneI'llbespendingmyChristmaswithandthey'llbethere

toosonowlet'senjoythisonealone"

Isheromantic?Idon'tknowbutIfeelheisinhisownwayImeanwhoisthisguy?

Me:"Youdoknowyoucanleavemeheredon'tyou?I'llgoseemymom,maybeshopforsome

thingsthenbuymyselflunch"

Hestoodandcameinfrontofme,hepeckedmylips.

Senzi:"IthinkI'm oldenoughtoknowwhatIwantandIwantyouonChristmasokay"

InoddedfuckI'm smitten.NoletmefixthatthisoneI'm addictedtooanditkeepgettingworse.

.

.

.

Entry15

.

Ntombi

Whewmallduringthe25thisthebestidea,therearehardlypeoplearoundpushingyou.It's

peaceful,IbroughtfrozenfoodtherewasnothingthatneededcookingIwaslazyandIwantedto

spoilmyself.IhadbeenstressingabouttheresultssoIstress-eatbestmedicine.Alady

laughedbehindme.

"GirlIdon'tknowifyoulazyoryoujustlovethistypeoffood"

Ilaughedwithher.

Me:"UuhI'm actuallycravingandI'm lazy,myboyfriendwillbewithmetodaysoIkindadon't

wantanymistakes"

Her:"Ifthisworldwasn'tasrottenyou'dcometomyplacetoeatbutyouwouldn'ttrusta

stranger"

Me:"Whyaren'tyouwithfamily?"

Her:"Iam from SwazilandandI'm workingtomorrowIonlygotbackyesterday,whataboutyou?"



Me:"Mymom isinrehabsoit'sjustme"

Her:"How'stheindependentlifetreatingyou?"

Me:"It'sawholenewexperience,helpsmegrowtoo"

Her:"I'm Busibytheway"

Ismiledback.

Me:"Ntombi,youstayaround?"

Her:"YeahMhlangaactually"

Shelookednothingclosetobeingrich..

Me:"IstayinKwaMashu"

Her:"YoumustshowmearoundmaybeIcanmeetmyMxolisi"

IhadalreadypaidIjustlikedher.

Me:"Forrealagangster?"

Busi:"Ofcoursewhynot?theirsexgameislitandtheyhavelovetogive"

Me:"I'm notsuregangstersscarethecrapoutofme"

Busi:"Youareintrouble,heytakemynumberincaseyouwanttohavesomefunonNewYears"

Weexchangednumbersandbideachotherfarewell.Imanagedtomakeitbeforelunch,the

weatherwasstillnotgood.IheardSenziscarbeforehecame.

Senzi:"Itsmellsgoodinhere"

Me:"ThankWoolworthsthen"

Iturnedaroundhehad3containerswithhim.

Senzi:"UnfortunatelyIcookedsuppersoWoolieswillonlydofornow"

TherestofmyweekwasablissandIdidtalktoBusishewasachilledlady22yearsofageshe

justgraduatedandshecomesfrom arichfamily.AtleastIhadafriend.

YesterdayItriedseeingmymom buttheysaidshedidn'twanttoseeme,IwassohurtIspent

thenightcryingSenzangakhonawasn'tevenaround.Busihadsentmeherlocation,shesaidI

mustpickherup.Afterreciprocatingonwhattowear,Ioptedwithadroptopskirtandalace

topwithgreydancingshoes.Ihadsunglasseson,Ihavebeenwonderinghowthisfeelslike.I

sawBusiapproachfrom adistance,shelookedsosimpleinadungareeandaburgundyvest



withNikeairforcesshegotinandgavemeahug.

Busi:"TrafficIcan'tdeal"

Me:"Sowegoingforlunchor?"

Busi:"Girlyouaregettingyourresultsin3days,youhaveanabsentfather,youstayalone

becauseyourmom ischildishandallyouwantisfoodwewillgetdrunk"

Myeyeswidened.

Me:"Andwhowilldrive?"

Busi:"Indvodza,youhaveaman."

Ilaughed,it'llbemyfirsttimedrinkingsoI'lltrytogoeasyandmyheartisstillbroken.Wehad

thefirstroundofalcoholwhilewaitingforfood.

Me:"I'm alreadyfeelingthebuzzwhatisthis?"

Busi:"Mojitobabe,heyspeakingofalcoholyoushouldn'tdownthattoomuchtakeiteasy"

Me:"Mhhm"

Imurmuredthemusicwasgood,andBusidancedIwasdrunkitwasonly2hoursawayfrom

midnightallIwantedtodowassleep.

Busi:"Youfallingofyourseat,weshouldleave"

Me:"Ijustcalledmyboyfriend"

Busi:"Okaycomelet'sdanceabit"

Shepulledme,AllIdidwasswaymybodysidetoside.Myphonerangfrom mypocketIhate

vibrations.

Me:"Baby"

Senzi:"I'm waitingbyyourcar"

Me:"Okay,comeBusi"

Weheldhandsandwalkedoutmyboyfriendwasleaningagainstmycarlookingatushishands

foldedthishabitoftheirswithMpendulo.

Me:"BabethisismyfriendBusisekile,Busithisis"

Senzi:"Sandiso"



MyeyeswidenedIchosetonotsayanything.Busilookedstunnedshegotinatthebackthen

directedSenzitoherplace.

Busi:"Thankyouwewilltalk"

Me:"Bye"

ShegotoutIsatonmyusualpositionwhenwithSenzi,mybackagainstthedoor.

Me:"Sandiso"

Senzi:"Hm"

Me:"YouareSandisooryoudon'twantgirlsknowingyourrealname"

Senzi:"Iam SenzangakhonaSandisoNdabeni,IuseSandisoeveryonecallsmeSandiso"

Me:"AndHorror"

Senzi:"OnlykwaMashupeopleusethatname,andSenziit'sonlyyou"

Me:"WhyareyouHorror?"

Senzi:"Idon'tknow"

Isnickered.

Me:"Youaresuchabadliar,IfeellikeIdon'tknowyou"

Senzi:"What?"

Me:"YeahIdon'tknowwhereyoustay,whatyoudo,ifyouhaveababyorwhatnot."

Senzi:"OkayI'm takingyoutomyplacethen"

Me:"Mhm"

Imummered,Iwassleepyanyways.Ididn'tevenfeelthecarstopormegettingtobed.Ijust

wokeupbecauseIhadanurgencytopee.Istoodinthemiddleofastrangebedroom.Iknow

it'sSenzibutwherethefuckisthebedroom.

"Hello"

Hewalkedinfrom abalconythecurtainswerestillclosedsoIcouldseehesmeltlikeweed.

Me:"Ineedtopee"

Theglassdoorwasstaringatme,hepointedatitIpeedandfixedmyfaceupmybreathesmelt

likeatarvenohLord.Iusedthemouthwashandwentbacktothebedroom.



Me:"Morning"

Senzi:"HappyNewYear"

Me:"Yeah"

Senzi:"Sothisismyplace"

Inod.

Me:"Yeahit'sniceanddarkandyouarehigh"

Senzi:"Ismoke,weed.Onestrikeonyourknowmelist"

Me:"Iguess"

HeheldouthishandIheldit,hepulledmetohislapandkissedme.Theintensityofthekiss

vibratedthroughoutmybody,thetendernesswasarousingIfoundmyselfshiftingclosertohis

shaft.IwassoreadytogiveituprightnowbuthepulledmetobedwegotundercoversandI

sleptimmediately.

.

.

Entry16

.

Smilo

Me:"I'llprobablyflydownhereandcomeseeyou"

IsaidtomygirlfriendwestarteddatingayearagoandwellIam deeplyinlovewithher,it'scrazy

causeIdon'tifit'sreallyrealbutitfeelsrealsoitdoesn'tmatter.

Shante:"Idon'tknowifI'llsurvivewithoutseeingyou"

Andsheisclingy.

Me:"Thenwewilltaketurnsinvisitingthatwayitwon'tstrainourrelationship"

Shelookeddownplayingwithherfingers,IhadonlyanhourleftIneededtoleaverightnow.

Me:"IloveyouIdo"

Shelookeduphereyeswerered,Ipulledhertomychestandkissedthetopofherhead.



Shante:"Iloveyoutoo"

Shefinallywrappedherhandsonmywaist,andheldmetighter.Ikissedthetopofherheadand

heldherforalittlelonger..

Me:"Iloveyouandtakecare"

Ikissedherthengotinsidethecar,Iblinkedbackthetearsfuck!Shithurts.

Mom:"Areyouokaybaby?"

HetriedtouchingmyfaceIlookedawayandwalkedpasther,TheyweredonewiththebagsI

justwantedmyphoneandiPad.Amilejustgothereshedecidedtogomissingforafewdays

shesmiled.

Me:"Whichdrugsareyousmoking?"

Amile:"Idon'tlikedrugsandIdon'tsmokethem,oneofyourparentsmighthavedroppedoryou

satontopofmeinmomswomb"

Ishookmyheadandwalkedout

Me:"SouthAfricaherewecome!"

IsaidsarcasticallyHlumelolaughedandcheered.

.

.

.

Ntombi

Senzisapartmentwasthedescriptionofoutofthisworld,itwaslocatednearinKingburghhe

mustbemoniedandhesaidhehasahousewhichhedoesn'tuseoften,wellatleastIknowa

littlemoreabouthim butI'm stillconcernedaboutthenameissue.

ADalousyDIlookatmyresultsandsighedoutloudly.Istayedawakeallnightwaitingformy

resultsandI'vebeenwaitingforaD.

Senzi:"Hey"

Hewasstayingupwithmebuthemighthavefallenasleepmymindwastoooccupiedtoeven

notice.

Me:"IgotaD"

Senzi:"Weshouldcelebratethen,I'llaskMamzotomakesomething"



Me:"I'm nothappyIshouldhavegottenaBwithdistinctionsbutIgotoneA"

Senzi:"Soyouaren'thappy?"

Me:"NoIwasdoingmatricforthesecondtimeIshouldhave"

Idon'tknowhowbuthepickedmeupandflippedmeover.

Senzi:"Youpassit'sallthatmattersandifyourBisstrongDUTorMUTwilltakeandcolleges

toowhyareyoustressing?Thisisanachievementyoumadeitbehappy"

Isighandlookdown,Hebitesmyearthensuckonithistonguerunningsmoothlyonmyskinhis

warm handstravelfrom mykneestomybutthesqueezeditonlytoletitgomylipswereparted

alreadyawaitinghis,helatchedthem onmineIinhaleddeeply.HiscrotchpressedonmynubI

hissedinbetweenthekiss,Ihadonlyboylegson.Heslidhishandsinsidemyt-shirthistouches

feltlikefeatherhishandonlyfeltrealwhentheycuppedmybreastpinchingmynippples,hebit

mylipskissingthecornersofmymouththenmyneck.Iwiggledunderneathhim pushingmy

waistfoward,inspeedheheldmywaistpushingitdown.

Senzi:"Don't"

Me:"ButIwantto"

IdidIwantedhim everywhereIdon'tcarewhichholebutIneededhim toownme.Hiseyeswere

burningwithdesireshelookedatminedeeplyIcouldhardlylookathim.Hebithislipslowering

hisheadtomybellyhekissedithelpingmetakeoffmymomsjerseyhetosseditaside.He

brushedmynavelpressinghisthumbonmythrobbingclitImoanedoutloudlywhenhisfinger

finallyconnectedwithmyheatingcore.Igaspedforair.

Senzi:"Fuckyouwarm babyIwon'tbeabletoholdmyself"

Me:"Takemeplease"

IwhinedhefingerfuckedmerelentlesslymybodytensedIfelthotlikewarmingineveryinchof

mybody.Mybodywentjelloafterwards.

Me:"Shit!"

Ijusthadanorgasm,helickedhisfingers.Hetookoffmyunderwearplantingkissesononeleg

ashepulledittomyfeethecameupkissingtheother.Hetookawhiffofmycore,myfolds

werepartedmyhelickedmyclitorisdowntomyanus,flickeredhistongueonmyclitsuckingon

ithisfingersburiedonmycoreIswearIsawtheheavensopenup.Ishutmyeyesandspewed.

Hetookmyhandandmademefeelhismanhood.

Me:"That'shard"

Hesmirked,Historsewasbarewhendidheremovihist-shirthewaskissingmyshouldersand



bitingonthem.

Senzi:"Baby"

Me:"Hm"

Ibrushedmyfingersonhisneatlycutbeardthenhischestlastlyhispants,Iremovedthem.He

wastryingsomuchtocontrolhimselfbuttheveinsonhisforeheadsoldhim out.Iunbuckled

hispants

Heshookhishead

Senzi:"BabyIcan't".

HegotoffmeIsatonmybutthuggingmyself.

Me:"Why?"

Helookedatme.

Senzi:"It'llbetoomuchforyou"

Inod..

Me:"Okay"

Senzi:"Areyoureallyready?"

Isigh..

Me:"Iam ready"

Hesmilesandkissesmyforehead.

Senzi:"IhavetogohomecanIpickyouuplater?"

InodheleavesimmediatelyIsmilethatwasanamazingsession,Iwenttoschoolandpickedup

mythingsIhad25points.ItwasclosetotheeveningIhadn'theardfrom Senzi,Iwascookingin

thekitchenwhenIhadhiscarfollowedbyacrashingsoundIopenedthecurtainitwashim...I

ranoutside,hisheadwasagainstthesteeringwheelhehadhitthefencewhichwasawall,I

openedhisdoorwealreadyhadasmallaudience.

Me:"Baby"

Helookedatme,thesmellofalcoholandweed.Iheldhisface.Hisfacehadturnedredheisn't

lightnordark,hehadtearsandsweatandmucushewasamess.

Senzi:"I'm afailure"



Me:"Babylistentomeokay?Getoutofthiscarwalkinsidethisgatewithyourheadheldhigh

okay?"

Senzi:"Ican't"

HesayssoweaklyIfeelmyownthroatconstrictIwanttocry.

Me:"Please"

Ipleadwithafirm voicetryingtowipehisface,hegetsoutofthecarhisfacingdownandgoes

insidethegate.Iparkthecartherightway
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Ilockthedoorafterwalkinginside,mybabyissittingonthecouchhishandsonhishead.I

kneelbesideshim andbrushhisthighs

Me:"Sthandwasam"

Helooks.

Senzi:"Canyouplaysomemusicforme?"

Hehandsmehisphonewhichdoesnothaveapassword,Iconnectittothesoundsystem.

'Ineedagangstertolovemebetter

Thanalltheothersdo.

Toalwaysforgiveme,rideordiewithmethat'sjustwhatgangstersdo'...Thesongbooms

Hepushesmetothecarpetandhoversoverme.Hiseyesareswollen,atearescapesmyeyemy

heartisbreakingforhim butI'm arousedbywhatheisdoing.Hepullsupmydress,Iquiver

funnyenoughI'm alreadywet.

Senzi:"CanIhaveyou?"

Hepleadswithahuskyvoice,unabletospeakIjustnod.Myunderwearismovedasidehe

insertshisfingersbitinghislipreallyhard,hetookitoffswiftlyspreadmylegswidepressing

them tothegroundlikethat.Ifelthishottipagainstmyhotcore,helookedatmeInodded.He

pusheditininchbyinch,IgaspedwitheverythrustIcouldfeelmyselfopeningwiderforhim my

wallshugginghiscrotch.ThesongGangsterbyKehlanicontinuedplaying

'Yougotmehookeduponthefeeling.



Yougotmehangingfrom theceiling.

GotmesohighupI'm barelybreathing

Sodon'tletme,don'tletme,don'tletmego'

HecussedunderhisbreathramminginsidemesohardIheldhisupperbodyclosertomine

tightly.

Me:"Senzi"

Imoanedsoftly,helookedatmemovingslowlythencametomylips.Hewentharderand

faster,Iwaslosingmyvoicewithscreamingjustmoaningwasn'tenough.Hecircleshiswaist

reachingeverypartofmyvagina.

Me:"Pleasecum"

Senzi:"Am Ihurtingyou?"

Inodded,hepulledoutIgaspedsuddenlyfeelingincomplete.Helookedpainedtohavenot

reachedanorgasm Iwasenjoyingbutmanthepainaccompanyingit.

Igrabbedhismandhoodwithmyhandandstrokedit,heclosedhiseyesshititwassoslimyI

brusheditagainstmyclitbitingmylipthenIplaceditagainstmynunaandpushedmywaist

forward.

Senzi:"FuckKay"

Heshovedhimselfin,Idon'tknowwhichmonsterIawakened.Hewasfuckingmetoilsomely

awakeningeveryemotion,wehadastaringcontestwhileIwasbeingpoundedIrolledmyeyes

backandcamehesoonfollowed,hegruntedstillrealisinginsideme.

Westayedlikethathim twitchinginsideofme,hewouldhisswhenIclenchmywalls.

Senzi:"TheykilledMamzo"

Shit!Shitshitshit!

Me:"ohmyGod"

Istaredattheceiling.

Senzi:"Ifailedtoprotectmymom"

Me:"Youarenotgoingtoblameyourself"

Hepulledoutandtookhist-shirtwipinghimself.Hewenttothebathroom andcamebackwith

awettowelheusedittocleanmeup.Hewasavoidingtolookatmebutmygazewasn't



movingaway,hisjawsweretightened.Helookedatme,Idon'tknowwhatthisisthatwas

lookingatmehiseyeswerescaryanddarkhisnoseflared.

Senzi:"I'llkillthem all"

Hesurelyheardmegulpbecausethatwasonehellofaswallow.

Me:"Senzi"

Senzi:"Dressupweleaving"

Ipulleddownthedressandwenttothebathroom towashtheunderwearIwasn'tgoingtowear

it.Wewalkedoutofthehousewithhisupperbodybare.Igavehim thecarkeys,hedrovetothe

phamarcyforanemergencypillwhichIdrankimmediately.WewerebothquietIstoleglances

athim,hewasthinkingdeeply.Wedrovealongsideaneathedgewithgrasssogreenitdidn't

evenlooklikewintereveroccurredhere.Therewasalongsilvergatewiththesharpestspikes

ontop.Itopenedautomaticallywhenweappeared.Asifthisplacecouldn'tbemorebeautiful

insideithadahugefountainwithacupidthewaterwascomingfrom it'smouththetreeswere

trimmedtodifferentperfectshapes,therewereguysinblacksuitswiththebiggestgunsIhave

everseen.

Me:"Arifle"

IwasonceobsessedwithgunshenceIknowtheonestheywerecarrying.

Senzi:"Let'sgo"

Theminutewesteppedoutsomeonerantothecaranddroveit,thestairshadpeoplewithguns

thebigbrowndooropened.Peoplecamerushingtohim,waitafuckinminute?whydoeshelook

liketheboss..

Senzi:"Bringmethepeoplewhokilledmymom ,Now!"

HeroaredIdon'tknowifthiswastherightmomenttosaysomething,justincaseIsaywrong

shitandsomeoneshootsatmeyouknow.Hewalkedupthestairs,didtheyhavetobesowide?

Peoplecouldseathereandwatchasoccermatch,heopenedablackdoorandstoppedIdidtoo

hetiltedhisheadIgotin.

Me:"Wow!"

Thishastobehisbedroom,itwasdarkonmyleftsidewasabigpaintingofBobMarley,Black

couchesandaTvbesidesthatwasatablewith1chair,onmyleftwasabigbedwithgrey

bedddingwhoevermadeittooktime.Therewasasculptureitwasmamzo,nowIunderstandhis

tearshelovesherinfrontofmewasthebiggestslidingdoorIhaveeverseen.Theviewwas

breathtakingitlookedlikeagardenwithalake,roses,treesnotforgettingbigguyswithguns.

Me:"Whydoyouhavesomuchsecuritydetail?"



Senzi:"BecauseIhavesomethingvaluableinthishouse"

Me:"Sovaluable?"

Senzi:"Toovaluable"

Therewasaknockatthedoor.

Senzi:"Comein"

Amanwholookedscaredwalkedin,helookedatmehiseyeswidened.

Him:"Uhsironecarjustblewup"

Icouldhearhim breathe.

Senzi:"GetOut"

Hesaidlowlybuthisvoiceauthoritivepoorguyranoutlookingreadytopeeonhimself.Isthis

Horror?BecauseI'm horrifiedrightnow.

Me:"Youarelyingtome"

Senzi:"I'm comingbackwaithere"

HewalkedawayIfollowedhim.

Senzi:"Mamiplease"

Me:"NoI'm comingwithyou"

HeclosedhiseyesandmeditatedhetooklongstridestowardsmeIheldmybreath,hegrabbed

mychinandkissedme.MybodyrelaxedIdidn'tevenknowIwasholdingit.

Senzi:"It'sbetterifyoustaybehindbabyplease"

Me:"Willyoutellmewhat'sgoingon?"

Hebithislipshuttinghiseyes.

Senzi:"Kayplease"

Me:"Fine"

Ithrewmyhandsintheairandturnedbacktohisbedroom,he'sgoingtotellmewhat'sgoingon

.

.
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Amile

WehadlandedinJohannesburghoursagowewereheadingtoourfathershome,mom never

saidanythingaboutherfamilyshehardlyeventalksaboutthem theonlypersonIknowisher

sisternooneelse.Itseemsit'sreallydeep.

Smilo:"Ohfuckme"

Hlumelo:"Moooom Smiloswore"

Mom:"Smilodon'tswear"

SmilorolledhiseyesIlaughed.Weweresurelyonthecountryside.

Me:"Whyhaven'twebeenherebefore?"

Wewerestaringoutsidethecarlikedogs.Thiswasgoingtobeboring.

Me:"Dotheyevenhaveservicehere?AtleastformetowatchmoviesonNetflix,ohmyGodI'm

gonnadie"

Mybabysisterwashavingfunshewaslaughingherassoffatmypanic,seriouslyIwasgonna

gocrazy.

Dad:"Yougonnaloveithere,it'speacefulandnotservicewillhelpyoubondwiththerestofthe

familyandnature"

Mom laughedlowly,dadwasplayingwithus.Afterthecarbouncingonpotholesandgoing

throughtwopathsthathadmudwefinallydroceinsideamanualgate,wehavebeentoSAbut

yearsagoandwewereinDurhan.

Smilo:"Wow"

Ilookedathim,hewasmad.Therewerepeoplealreadywaitingforus,Isawmyfatherstwin

brotherandhiswife.Thereweresomanypeopleanddomesticanimals.Thiswasjusttoomuch.

.

.

.

Ntombi

Ihavebeenwaitinghereforalmostanhour,Ineededtoshowerandeat.Aftermyinnervoices



debatedIfinallyundressed,findingatowel.Iopenedthedoorwithblurryglass.

Me:"Wow"

Myeyeswidened,moregreythewallsweregreywithlampslithangingnicelyagainstthem,the

tubwasontothegroundandhuge.Iturnedonthewaterandwalkedaroundthetoiletseatwas

therewithawaterbasinthatlooklikeahalfrockandasink.Thelightsmadetheroom seem

likeitwaslitwithfireitwasbroaddaylightbutthisroom madeitseem asifit'snight.Isoaked

myselfinsideandclosedmyeyes,thesoundofsomeonejoiningmedisturbedmefrom my

almostslumber.ItwasSenzi?hepartedmylegspushinghimselftomywomanhoodhismouth

suckingonmyneck.

Me:"Mhhm"

Imeanttopushhim offbutIjustcouldn'twellatleastnotnow.

Senzi:"Ilikethatyoumakingyourselffeelcomfortable,itisyourhouseafterall"

Hebitmyearrobe,hisfingersdiggingontomyskin.Myfoldspartedvoluntarywhenhishard

pressedagainstmealmostpushingmeintoanorgasm,myteethchatteredIpushedmyneck

back.

Hehadstoppedbuthewasstillpressingonmereallyhard.

Senzi:"Domeafavour".

Me:"Yeah"

Imoaned.

Senzi:"Trustme"

Hegrowledenteringmeslowly,Iwidenedmylegsshuttingmyeyes.

Me:"Ido"

Irespondedbitingmylip.

Senzi:"Always"

Me:"Ido"

HecircledhiswaistIfelthim reachacorner,Ibithisshouldermoaningloudlythatsenthim on

anoverdrivehethrustedharderIheardthewaterspill.

Senzi:"Staywithme"

Me:"Okay"



Heuppedhispaceslowlymymoansechoedtheentirebedroom Idugmynailsonhisback.The

tubwasburningmybackbutmymindwasonthepleasurerunningthroughoutmybody.I

shuddered,thatwasamazing.

Senzi:"Yousure?"

Me:"Huh?"

HesmirkedIhadnoideawhatjusthappenedandwhatthefuckIjustagreedto..Am Iunder

somespell?

.

.
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Ntombi

Iwasdressingup,hehadboughtclothesformeIdon'tknowwhenbuttheywereallmysize.

Me:"Areyouastalker?"

Helookedatmewithasmile.

Senzi:"Astalkerbabyseriously?HowmanytimeshaveIundressedyou?"

HeraisedaneyebrowIjustsmiledandlookedaway,thedresswasniceabitshortbutitlooked

good.

Me:"Thisisshort,howwillIgooutinpublic?"

Senzi:"CauseI'llbetheonecheckingyouout,youhavepantsforthat?"

Me:"Awubabywhatifit'shot?"

Senzi:"I'm suresummerdressesarecomfortableenoughforthat"

Heturnedawayfixinghimself,Iwatchedhim spraydeodorantwhichmademefallforhim even

harderIswearIwouldhavesaidyestohim askingmeformarriagewhenhesprayedit,God

dammit!What'sthisI'm feeling.

Foodcamewebothsatonthetable,nexttooneanotherhishandonmythighsIdidn'tthink

he'dgetthroughlunchwithonehandbuthedid.Hehadbeenstaringatmewithsquintedeyes

thewholetimeIwastryingtofinishoffmyfoodIlookedbackathim withaquestioninglook.

Senzi:"Youpromisedtostaywithme"



Me:"Mhhm"

Itwasslowlycomingback,theconversationfrom oursessionIremovedhishandfrom my

thighsIcouldn'tconcentratewithhim circlinghishandsonthem.

Senzi:"Mami"

Me:"Baby"

Senzi:"I'm afuckedupperson"

Me:"Ifellinlovewithyouthough"

Senzi:"That'stheproblem youdon'tknowtherealme"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Senzi:"Imeanbadpeoplekilledmymothertheytookherbodywiththem onlyleftpicturesonthe

wallofherdeadherthroatcutopen,Ican'tletthem goawaywithit"

Me:"Youwillavengeherdeath?"

Iaskedinconfusion,hewaslosingmeevenhisfacialexpressiondidn'tletouttoomuch.

Senzi:"Iwillkilleachandeveryonewhodaredtouchedher,heardofthepeoplewhokilledher,the

peoplerelatedtoherkillers,eachandeveryonewhoinsinuatedherdeath"

Hisvoicesoundedlikeananimals,hewasevengrowlingthroughoutthewholeexplanation.I

would'veshittedonmypantsifIwasn'tthismesmerisedbyhiseyes.

Me:"That'sdangerous"

Hechuckledmovinghiseyesawayfrom metheydartedtomeforawhilebuthelookedaway

onceagain.

Senzi:"KayI'm worse"

Thedeepnessinhisvoiceassuredme,heisakiller.Myhandsstartedshakinghenoticedit

too,heheldthem bothwithonehand.

Me:"I..Idon'tknowwhatitisyousaying"

Senzi:"I'm notaverygoodperson,honestlyI'm averyverybadguy.Idotheworstofthings.I

didn'tknowIhadahearttillitstoppedbeatingwhenIsawyou,LiterallyIfellforyou"

WesharedeyecontactforonceIsawhiseyestwinkleI'm guessingit'sfrom lovewiththeway

hewasstaringatme.

Senzi:"Iwantyoubymysidethroughpeaceandshit,it'llbealovelockdownweareboundto



staytogetherforever.YousuitableformeIloveyoumami"

Ilookeddown.

Me:"Whatareyou?"

Isaidinawhispertryingbyallmeanstopushbackthetears,hewasabouttorespondwhen

MpendulowalkedinwiththeguysIalwaysseehim withthesepeoplewerereallyscary,is

MpendulopartoftheAvengencetoo?Hewaslookingatmewithhisjawtighthejustknows

howtolooklikehiscousin.ThisaintrightthesepeoplearesupposedtobebrothersIswear

theylooktoomuchalike.

Mpe:"It'son"

HedirectedtoSenziwhonoddedstilllookingatmeasifhe'swaitingformetosaysomething.

Me:"Justgo"

Iletoutasniffle,hekissedmylipsthenleft.Iwonderedwherehewasgoing.Ihatedthefussthe

workershad,theywereaskingmethingsIneededlikeIwassomekindofpresidentorthe

queenitself.

Ifoundmyselfwalkingaroundthegarden,hehasn'tgottenbackit'sbeen2hoursIhavetoured

theentirehousealreadyapparentlyIhavepeopletodoliterallyeverythingformewhichjust

boredtheshitoutofmenextthingI'llknowthey'llbehelpingmetakeshit.Thesunhasset,food

wasbroughtuptohisbedrooom I'vebeensittingcomfortablytryingtoatleastfeelsomesleep

sohim beingabsentwon'tbotherme.Worstthingismyphonewasn'tevenwithmemaybeI

would'vecheckeduponhim atleasttohearhisvoice.

2nightslaterIwakeupwithhim sprawledbesidesmeonthebed,heislayingonstomachhis

tattoosoutintheopen.Iletoutabreathofreliefatleastheisstillalive,hehasbruisestheyare

purplishincolourIwincejustbylookingatthem.Iwonderedifthisisthekindoflifehewantsto

liveconsideringhewantsmetostaywithhim.
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IwasbrushingmyteethwhenSenziwalkedinhiseyesshutclosed,helookedreallytiredhe

rubbedthem.

Senzi:"Morning"

Hekissedmyneckbrushingmyhipswithhishands,Ishiverednomanthisisn'thealthy.



Me:"Hey"

Senzi:"Haveyouthoughtaboutwhatyouwilldothisyear?"

Me:"Notreally"

Wewerelookingateachotherinthemirror,hisstaresunreadable.

Senzi:"Youlikeaccounting?"

Me:"Yeahitwasmyfavouritesubject"

Senzi:"ThenyoushouldenrollinDamelin,thebanktellerntozisfor6months"

Me:"It'sexpensive"

Irinsedmymouthbending,itwasn'tintentional.Hewaspressedonmybuttockshard,hehadan

erectionmyunderweardampenedimmediately.

Senzi:"It'snotlikeyoucan'taffordit"

Me:"Ican't"

Senzi:"Ayboam Ibroke?"

Me:"I'm notlettingyoupayformyfees"

Senzi:"Udakiwe(Youdrunk)"

Hesaidthenleftmewithmymouthajar,hehasnofilterthisonehowcanhesayI'm drunk.This

relationshipistoostrongandIfeelit'stoosoon,Idon'tfindhim inthebedroom I'm notevenin

themoodtoeatintheroom Igodownstairs.IstoppedwalkingwhenIhaddeepvoices,Senzi

andMpendulowereinthelivingroom withpapersinfrontofthem.Ilookedatmyoutfit,Ihope

it'snottorevealingI'm wearingabumshortandaseethroughshirtwithablackbraunderneath..

Mpe:"Idon'tunderstandhowthismoneyisn'taddingup"

Me:"Hello"

Mpendulolookedatme,hismouthhanginghequicklycovereditwithasmile.

Mpe:"Ntombi"

Weonnamebasisnow,IwasreallycomfortablewithMapakisha.

Me:"Howareyou?"

Mpe:"Good"



Senziwaslookingatmehesuddenlysmiled.

Senzi:"Mamicanyouhelpuswithsomethinghere"

Yes!That'swhatIwantedtohearbecauseallIwasseeingwerenumbers.Ididn'thesitateIknelt

onthecarpetandstartedcalculating,Iburiedmyheadinit.

Me:"Wow"

Theywerebothlookingatthepapersovermyshoulders.

Mpe:"Amillionismissing"

Me:"150million"

IgaspedthatwasthetotalmoneyIcalculated..

Senzi:"Wheredidthemilliongo?"

Me:"Thisamountissupposedtobe1,45millionbutit'soneandthisissupposedto1,55million.

Thiscarisnoteven1millionit's999999theyroundedifofftoahigherpricebutwhat'sweirdis

thefactthatitwasn'tsummedup,Idon'tknowhowtoexplainthisinsimplywords"

Ilookedatbothofthem,theconfusionontheirfaces.

Mpe:"Canyoutried?"

Iinhaled...

Me:"Thecardealershipchargedyoulessontheinvoicebutwhentheamountwasdeductedfor

paymentstheychargedmore,thesecondamountwaswithdrawnandonthisstatementit

doesn'tevenshow"

Iwassoconfused.

Senzi:"Howcome?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Mpe:"Sonowwehavetofigureouthowandwhereitwaswithdrawn"

Me:"Exactlybuteverythingelsechecksout,whosestatementisthis?"

Senzi:"Mamzo"

Myeyeswidened.

Me:"Okay,I'm goingtoeatnow"



Ileftthem there,Isatinfrontofthelakeitwassospectacularthishasbecomemyfavourite

spotbecauseIcan'tseeanyguyswithgunsIwantedtotellSenzithattheymakeme

uncomfortablebutI'm notonetowhineIdon'twanthim thinkingI'm heretochangethingsandI

wannagohome.MpendulowassleepingovertheyhavebeentalkingalldaywithlowvoicesI

didn'tthinkIwantedtoknow.InthemorningIwaswokenupbyawetkissonmylips.

Me:"Mhhm"

Senzi:"WakeupKay"

Isatupright..

Me:"What?Whereareyougoingdressedlikethat?"

Senzi:"Forajogwithyou"

Me:"Idon'twanttojog"

ForrealIhatedanythingthathadtodowithPhysicalEducationeveninhighschoolthat'swhere

mylowmarkswereat.

Senzi:"Mamiyouaren'tgoingtoarguewithmelet'sgo"

Isighedrollingmyeyeshethrewpantsandaspotbraatme,thismandoesn'tlikeseeingme

fullydressedIreckoned.

Me:"Youlooksexybytheway"

Hewiggledhiseyebrowssmiling,hewaswearingsweatpantswithaloosevesthismuscles

wereallout.

Me:"Youevenboughtmetakkiesyouareseriousaboutthisaren'tyou"

Senzi:"Yep"

Wewentpassthekitchenhegavemeabottleofwater,weranaroundthemazeitwasalsoso

neatandfortunatelyshort.IgotandjumpedoveritjustsoIcouldfinallyreachtheendSenzi

laughedhewasonhislastroundIwasonlyonmythirdweweresupposedtodo10apparently.

Me:"Youaresuchalovingboyfriendnotevenrunningbesidesme".

Iclutchedmychestbendingovertocatchmybreath,Ihadhim laugh.

Senzi:"Iwashopingyou'dbeaheadofmejustsoIcouldseeyourassbounce,besidesI'm

teachingyoutobeindependent"

Me:"I'vebeenlongthereboo"



Senzi:"Isit?"

Me:"Whatdoyouthink?"

Heshrugged.

Senzi:"Comelet'sdomoreCardio"

Me:"Sorrymyhearthashadenoughit'sshockedeven"

Hechuckledandheldmyhand..

Me:"Ineedtogobacktomyplace"

Senzi:"It'snotsafeforyoutogothere"

Me:"How?"

Senzi:"ThepeoplethatkilledMamimightbeafteryou"

NoWays,myeyespoppedoutasbigastheyare..

Me:"SoImightdietoo"

Senzi:"Nonoyouwon't"

Istoppedwalkingandstoodinfrontofhim..

Me:"SpeakingofMamzo,Ineedyoutotalktomeaboutthat.Areyouokay?"

Helookeddownhisfacefellohpoorhim hewasreallyhurting.

Senzi:"Idon'tknowMamiIfeltlosthenceIhaveyouwithme,ifyouleaveImightbreakIdon't

wanttobreak".

Istandonmytoesandcuphisfacebrushingmythumbonhischeeks,Iseearousalonhisface

whichmakesmeburnwithdesires..

Me:"Iam heremylove"

Heholdsmywaistandpullsmeclosertohim.

Senzi:"IknowIdon'twanttoloseyou"

Me:"Youwon'tnowcomeIwantustowatchamovie"

ThemoodwasbeginningtobesourIdidn'tlikeit,hebithislip.

Senzi:"Amovie"



Inoddedjoggingtowardsthedoor,IwasmetbyMpeheseemedtohavebeenlookingoutside

theglassdoor.

Mpe:"Hey"

Ismiled..

Me:"Heyyou,unjani?"

Mpe:"Goodyoutwolookgoodtogether"

IjustsmiledIdidn'tknowifthatwasacomplimentcauseIswearIcouldhearsomesarcasm

lacedthere.Awkward.
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Amile

Wehadbeenhereforanentireweek,firstlybecausewewerebeingintroducedtoalmostevery

oneofourrelativesintheneighbourhoodtheNdabenisareonebigfamilyapparentlythereare

moreIhaven'tmet.ThentheyshoweduswhereourGreatgrandmalivedthehousehas

changedthough.

Me:"I'm notenjoyingthisatall"

Smilo:"YouactinglikeaspoiltbratAmile,it'snotlikethesearestrangerstheyareyourfamilyget

offyourhighhorse"

Iwassittingbehindthehousesunbathingifthat'stherightwordforit.

Me:"Whaat?Highhorse?Ididn'tgrowuphereSmiloIknowonlydadstwinsandtheirsisters

familyotherthanthatIknownoneofthesepeople,Ican'tbeexpectedtobehappy"

Smilo:"Nooneisexpectingyoutocelebratebutactinglikeachildisokay,respectotherpeople

youdon'teveneattheirfood.JustsoyouknowlittlesisyouareKhosa"

Iwanttopunchhim sobadrightnow

Me:"I'm notyourlittlesister"

Igivehim adeathstarewhichhegladlyreturns.

OurcousinAnathicallsforus,sheisonebubblysoulwhoisneedyoffriendshipwithmeIthink

desperatelyapparentlymyaccentisherfavouritething.Mom istheonecallingus,shelooks



differentinlongalongdressflatshoesandherheadcovered.

Mom:"Sogoodnewsguysyouaregoingtoschool"

Ittakesme2secondstodigestwhatsheissayingthenIburstoutinlaughter.

Me:"Noways"

Mom:"Amiledon'tstartwithmebabygirl"

IopenmymouthtorespondbutIbitemytongueatherdeadlystare.MybrotherandImade

enoughmoneytolastusalifetimebykillingdruglords.Mom isaskingtoomuch.

Mom:"PackupwegoingtoDurbantomorrow,we'llbenormalpeopleagainyeey"

Shecheersthenleaves,Smiloissmiling.

Me:"OhMyGodyouareactuallyhappy"

Smilo:"UnlikeyousisI'm giftededucationallysoI'm gettingmyselfaqualification"

Hewinksthenleaves,Ifeelinsulted.

.

.

.

Ntombi

Todaywefinallyleavingthepremises,Senziwentdowntomakecoffeenakedwithahousefull

ofpeople.Hehasn'tbeenintimatewithmeeversincehecamebackwhichisclosetoaweek,I

am becomingrestlessandmyperiodsareclosesoIcan'tstarvebecauseofhim Ifollowhim

downstairsonlyinknickersandaseethroughlacebraandacondom inmyhand.Ifindhim

staringoutsidethecupinhishand,Iwrapmyarmsaroundhim myhandsbrushhisabsthenhis

manhoodIfeelithardenaroundmyhandwhileIstrokeitlickinghisback.Hedropsthecup

turnsaroundandpushesmybackagainstthebuilt-ins,Igigglebutit'sreplacedwithagasp

whenhepinchesmynipplethenbiteonit.Histeethgrazesmyskinwhilehegoes,heatdisperse

throughoutmybodyIalmostreachanorgasm justbyhavinghim thisclosetometotopitoff

hedidn'tevenkissmeIgotwetjustbyhissight.Heremovesmyknickers,Iwatchhim sniff

them deeplythentossthem asidehepicksmeupturnsusaroundsomybackcouldbeagainst

thewall.Iunwrapthecondom,insertitonhishardhestaresatmedeeplywhilepenetratingme.

Iwatchhim bitehislipwhilemovinginsideofme,Imoanoureyesstillgluedoneachother.Isee

heisholdingback,IseesomeonewalkinginwithacornerofmyeyesbutIdon'tacknowledge

them I'm inatrancefortunatelytheyturnaround.



Me:"Letgobaby"

Hefurrowshiseyebrows,Ifeelhim growbiggergodeeper,vigorouslyandfasterIdon'tknow

howheflipsmeoversoswiftlyandfastbutIholdthekitchencountermufflingmymoansby

bitingmylipswhichiscompletelyuseless.ItiltmyheadsoIcouldlookathim butIcan'tdothat

hehasgrabbedmyhairmyheadiscurrentlythrownbackmanystrandsbreakhestilldoesn't

cum Idon'tknowhowmanytimesIhavebutitdoesn'tmatter.Iam startingtoregretwhyItold

him toletgo,heisseriouslyfuckingmelikengiyadliwa.Hepicksmylegupandplacesitonthe

counter,hepushesmyheadtothefrontmychestmeetswiththecoldleatherseatsashe

penetrates.

Me:"Baby"

Hegroans,tearsthreatenmethisistoomuchIcan'ttakeitnomore.Isniffle,hestilldoesn'tstop

heisabouttoreachhisorgasm Ifeelhisballshitmeasheramsharderandfasterhethrusts

forthelasttimeanddisposesinsideofme.Iam crying,fuckmyvaginahurts.Heholdsme

tightly.

Senzi:"I'm sorry"

Me:"It'sokay"

Isaywithalowvoice,IthinksometimesI'm tooweak.IhugmychestwhendidIlosemybra?it's

tornonthegroundit'sfine.

Heturnsmearoundandkissesme.

Senzi:"Ngyaxolisa(I'm sorry)"

Herepeatswhilekissingme,IholdhisheadheishurtingIcanseehim Ibreakthekissandwipe

hismouth.

Me:"Idon'tthinkIcangototownanymore"

Hefakesasmile.

Senzi:"Gorest"

Ibitemyliplookingdown.

Me:"ActuallyIwanttodosomethingelse"

Senzi:"Anythingbaby"

Me:"IwanttobeformallyintroducedtoHorror"

Heblinkscountlesstimes.



Senzi:"Youwantwhat?"

Me:"IwanttomeetHorror"

Hesmirkscockinghisheadtotheside.

Senzi:"Okay,besure"

Me:"Iam"

HesmilesplacinghishandonmycheekIleanonit,heshakeshisheadIsmileathim.

Senzi:"She'ssure"

HewalksawayIfollowhim,IneedtobracemyselfIassume.

Entry22

.

AphileNdabeni

Beingamotherisn'teasybutit'sthebestgiftawomancouldeverhave,itmouldsyoutodo

betterandbeabetterpersonforyourchildren.Ineverhadaneasylife,Idatedaguywhomade

medoallthesecrazygangsterthingsandIlostmyparentstooIwasn'teven20whenallthat

happenedbythetimeIturned22Iwasanotoriousgangster,themostwantedfemaleassassin,I

hadnothingtoloseIhadbeenarrestedandIneededthemoneysoIresortedintheunderlife

whereIsohappenedtomeetthefatherofmykidsandtheloveofmylife.Becauseofmyhistory

andthepeopleIkilledwehadnochoicebuttomovefrom SouthAfricaandthecontinentright

beforethebirthofthetwins.Ohthestresstheycamewithfrom ayoungagetheyweretrouble

whatmakesitworseisthefactthattheyareateam,theyarethedefinitionofdelinquents.Now

herewearetryingtofindouthowthehellmyenemiesresurfaced.

Ethan:"Sothesekidsareassassinstoototopitoff,theykilldrugLords"

Heexplainstome.

Me:"Idon'twannagobacktothatlife,Ican't"

Ethan:"Weshouldtalktothekids,theyaretheonewhoalmostgotuskilled"

Me:"Buttheyareourswetheonesthathavetofixthismess.Gosh!"

Ismackthetable,thisistoomuchforme.Whodidthesekidskilltohavepeopletryingtocome

forussomuch,orwhoaretheyowing?



.

.

.

Ntombi

I'm tryingtodraftwhatIneedtodowithmymoney,Idon'twanttolieIdowantSenzitopayfor

myfeesbutIhavetotakecareofmyselftoohecan'tbedoingeverythingforme.ThemoneyI

gotfrom thehouseIhaditfixedratesoIcanonlyaccessitincaseofemergencymy

calculationstellmethatI'llbefineevenifI'm allalone.Idon'tknowifgoingtoDamelinissucha

greatideaIreallydon'tseemyselfasabanktellersoIoptedforFinancialAccountingatCentral

CityCollegeit'san18monthscourseandIwillaffordaplaceintowntooI'm onlyleftwith

applying.

"Mami"

Iturnaround.

Me:"Hm"

Iseehim scanmyoutfit,thedressistightandshortbutheboughtandIlikeit.

Senzi:"Let'sgo"

Heholdsouthishandforminewewalkhandinhand,heopensthegarageIgaspforair.

Me:"Shiit"

Therearevariouscarshere,from Gtis,CitiGolfs,BMW 325(Gusheshel),Mazda323toAudi

R8,Porche911GT2RS,andaFerrari812Superfastnowonderhehasguardsthisgarageis

worthbillionsinthemiddleishisAstonMartinofcourse,allthesecarsarein2coloursthe

commononesareashinyredthesportcarsareblackandmatte.

Senzi:"Whichonewouldyoulikeustodrivein?"

8Cars!Howthehellam Isupposetochoose?IwanttoaskIbitemytonguetryingnotto,my

handsonmywaistI'm stillappalledandbewildered.ThisisajokeSenzangakhonacan'treally

ownthem nowcouldhe?DamnitIevendoubtIwanttomeetHorror.

Senzi:"Kay"

Iturntolookathim,hehashishandsbehindhim Iturntothecarsonceagain.

Me:"TheCitiGolf"

Hesmirks.



Senzi:"Goodchoice"

Hewalksovertothepassengersdoorandopensitforme,thiswholethingjustseemstogood

tobetrue.

Senzi:"Sthandwasam"

Mymindwasnothere,Ihadalottothinkabout.

Me:"Mhm"

Senzi:"Areyouokay?"

Iremovedmygazefrom thewindowandlookedathim.

Me:"Whattypeofgangsterareyou?"

Helooksatmewithaboredexpression.Ikeepcheckingthespeedometerit'swayoverthelimit

Senzi:"Iwouldn'tcallmyselfagangster,youseethepeoplethatkilledMamzo?"

Me:"Youknowthem?"

Senzi:"IdoIwillchopthem intopiecesbutthat'snotwhereIam at,MamiI'm notacarthief

neitherdoIbombATMs.Ihavepeoplewhostealallthesespotcarsformeoverseas,theybring

them hereandIauctionthem torichmanfrom biggercountries.Imakedrugsnotonlycocaine

butImakedrugsforrichpeople,anti-ageing,bodytoning,bodycurvingallthatIcreated.

Unfortunatelythepharmaciesandbigguysdidn'ttrustmyexperimentsI'm blackandIwasonly

24thattimesoIdecidedtodealundercoverIknowallmycustomersbeforeIselltothem Idoa

backgroundcheck.Nownotmanypeoplearehappywiththat,somewanttotakeovermy

businessIkillthem becauseIcameupwiththeseideas,somedon'tnecessaryshowsothey

decidetokillmymother.AndKayIdon'tknowhowsureyouareaboutmeetingHorrorbutknow

Ikillmyenemieswithownbarehands,it'snevertoosimpleImakesuretheyfeelpainbefore

theydie.AndasIsaidbeforeIkilleachandeveryonewhoeversharedaseatorbedorbreathe

withthem"

Hestopsmymouthisajar,notevenoncedidheflinchorlookatmydirectionwhenhenarrated

whateverhejusttoldme.Ihaven'tdigestedwhathejustsaidwhenthecarcametoahalt,Isaw

Mpendulogetoutofhiscar.Wewereatamortuaryitseems,Senziknowshowtodropabomb

andactasifnothinghappened.

.



Entry23

.

Ntombi

TheyallgoinaloneinsideleavingmetoswallowthebittertruthIhavebeenlongingfor,myheart

isbeatingfuriouslyagainstmychestIprobablyneedaglassofwaterforthis.Ormaybeabottle

ofwineisn'tthatwhatpeopleusetodistress?WhydoIneedtodistress?Ibrushthethoughts

asidewhenIseethem comingback,theydon'tevenbideachotherfarewell.Senzicomesinside

thecaranddrivesoffIcan'thelpbutlookathim,heavoidsmygazeatanycostbylookingaway.

ItfrustratesmeIwanttoknowwhatthehellisgoingon,I'm sureithastodowithMamzomaybe

herbodyhasfinallyfoundalongsideherkillerswhom Ifeelsorryfor.Hisonehandisgripping

thegearstightlyIhonestlydon'tcarethatthespeedis200rightnow,I'm worriedabouthim I

touchhishandhesnapshisheadandlooksatmeeyesbloodshotred.Myheartpangsinpain,I

hateseeinghim likethis.

BeforeIknowitweareparkedinfrontofmyhouseIlookathim.

Senzi:"GetyourdocumentswewillgopastDamelin"

IswallowIdon'tknowifit'stherighttimetotellhim thatIdon'twanttogothereanymore.

Me:"ActuallyI'm thinkingofattendingCentralTechnicalCollegeit'san18monthscoursefor

FinancialAccounting"

Hekeepsquietforaminute.

Senzi:"Andyouwereafraidtotellme"

ItsoundsmorelikeastatementandIdon'tevenknowhowtoreply.

Me:"I'llgogetmydocuments"

Hehandsmethekeys,Igetoutofthecar.ThehousehasdustIcansmellitwhenwalking

in,partofmemissesthisplacemylonelyhomebutIam goodwithSenzi.Ipackmymatric

statementandtherestofmydocumentsinsidealibrarybagandcheckthehouseonelasttime.

Iglanceatthecarsonelasttimeandwalkout,immediatelySenzidrivestotownthedriveis

silence.HeparksattheentranceandgetsoutIstopwalkingatlookathim.

Me:"Babycanyouletmetakecareofthis?"

Iplacemyhandsonhischest,hefurrowshisbrows.

Senzi:"Ofwhat?"

Me:"MyfeesIknowyouwanttopayformebutyoucandomanyotherthingsboyfriendsdolike



baecationsandendlessgiftsbutI'm handlingmyeducation"

Senzi:"That'snon-...okaysuityourself"

Heturnsaroundandgoesbacktohiscar,greatI'veworsenedhisalreadysourmood.Itdoesn't

eventakemeanhourtogeteverythinginorderIstillhaveafewweeksbeforeopening.Senziis

waitingpatiently.Ithoughthe'ddrivebackhomebutinsteadhedrivestothedoctor,I'm

surprisedhonestly.OurHIVstatusischecked,soispregnancythentheygivemeapatchfor

prevention.IwalkouttherelikeI'm beingchasedIfuriouslyopenthecarbutit'slocked.

Me:"Openthisdamndoor"

Isaywithgrittedteeth,Idon'twannashout.

Senzi:"Whatthehellareyouangryabout?"

Heasksclearlyconfusedwhichinfuriatesmeevenmore.

Me:"Doyouthinkwhatyoudidbackthereisokay?Draggingmetothedoctorwithoutmy

concern,Youshould'vetoldmewhatyouplannedSenzangakhona.Youjustwentaheadand

invadedmyprivacyGoddammit"

Hisscowldeepenshepushesmeagainstthecar,hisnosetwitching.

Senzi:"Nevershoutandmeagain"

Iclenchmyjaws,hesoundsscarybutI'm notbackingdown.

Me:"Justadmitthatyouwerewrong"

Insteadheholdsmyneckhisgripabittootightaroundit,Istandonmytoes.

Senzi:"Iownyouareweclear"

Me:"Youhurtingme"

Heletsmegohetakesafewstepsback,Idon'tknowwhatcomesovermebutIslaphim ,he

useshisbodytopushmeagainstthecar.Ihitmybackhard.

Senzi:"IfyouwantafightKayaskforitI'llgiveittoyou"

Hegrowlslikeananimalafterthatsentence,I'm shakingtomytitsthisinstanceIpushhim off

meheopensthedoorIgetinside.Hedrivestohisapartmentinstead,heisfumingwithanger

soam I.TheminutewegetinsidehelocksIregretevenopeningmymouthbutshitI'm not

showinghim I'm scared.

Senzi:"Ihatebeingdisrespected"



Iclosemyeyesawaitingaslaporpunchinsteadmybuttlandsonthefloor,Ouch.Ihearhim

breatheontopofmeI'm sohelplessIdon'tevenwanttoopenmyeyesandseehisanger.What

I'veseenisalreadyenough,hesuckstheskinonmyneckandbiteonithardIswearIfeellikeI'm

bleeding.HetearsthedressIhaveonandcontinueswithhistorturouskisseshisteeth

continuouslygrazingmyteeth.

Senzi:"Mami"

Me:"Senzi"

Senzi:"Lookatme"

IadheretohiscommandshelooksdeadlyarousedneverhaveIseenthistypeoffireinhiseyes

before.

Me:"Senzi"

Senzi:"Kissmeplease"

Hebegs,Icuphisfaceandbrushhislipswithmythumb.MylipscomeincontactwithhisIpull

onthem softlyandsuckslowlymyhandsleaveshisfacetohisback.Iputthem underhist-shirt

IfeelhismusclesrelaxunderneathmypalmsIbrushhisback,hetriesrushingthekissbutI

keepmypaceslow.IbreakthekissonlytoremovehisT-shirtthenIkisshim again.Iunbuckle

hispants,hehasn'teventouchedme.

Senzi:"IwillhurtyouIdon'twannahurtyou"

Thatgivesmeleveragetoflipusover,Isitonhisstomachafterremovingmyundergarments.

Myhandsfindhisrod.Fuck!It'shottheminuteIgriphim ittwitches,Icirclemythumbonhistip

tryingtogettheprecum atleastalloverhishead.Ifeelit'snotlubricatedenoughIkneelbelow

it,pushitslowlyinsidemymouth.Hegripsmyhairtightlyandpullsmebackheshakeshis

head,it'smakinghim weakhedoesn'tlikebeingweekIassume.LikeabitchIspitonitanduse

itaslubricantIpositionmyselfontopofit.MyVaginatellsmetoosoon!Toosoon!ButFuck

mymindsaysridehim likearollercoaster!weirdlyIdon'tevencareifIloserhythm.Hepushed

inslowly,mywallsaccommodatehim.IstartmovingwhenheisfullyinIswearIfeelhim allthe

wayup.Idon'tknowwhenweendedupwithhim beingtheonehavinghiswaybuthedidfrom

underneathIbutmylipreallyhard.Heturnedussidewaymylegpositionedbyhishanditwas

danglingintheair,hewashittingadifferentcornerthatmademeorgasm immediately.

Me:"Fuck"

Icussedbreathlesslyaswelaidonthefloor,Ijusthopethisisn'thowwewillsolveourproblems

becausethatwillbeaproblem allonitsown.



Entry24

.

IwokeuptothesoundofNastyC-MrsMeboomingaroundtheentirehouse,Iemergedfrom the

bedroom withoneofEugenesT-shirt.Ihaditfoldedonthearmsitwasfairlybigandlong,Iwas

welcomedbythesightofhim inshortshanginglowonhiswaistandanapronontop.Ibitmylip

runningthepadsofmyfingersonmylipsasIreminiscedthepreviousnights,itwasindeeda

goodbyeseeingheisleavingforhim toputMamzoinherlastplaceofrest.Hedidn'tseem

fazedbuttheemotioninthewayhehasbeenwithmewhenwehavesexithurthim deeperthan

he'dletout,butIcouldtakeitallhispain,Iwouldcarryitonmyshouldersandwhereeverit

residesjustsoI'dseehim happy.EverysmileofhiswasrareIwishI'dputtheonesI'veseenina

jarI'veseenplasteredonhisfacejustsoIcouldhandthem tohim now

Senzi:"Iwishwecoulddowhatwewantandjustgomakesomebabies

Iwishourparentsmeetandkickitliketheybothrelated

Ican'twaittilltheycelebrateus

MrsMe

GodeepinsideyoulikeI'm trynafindamissingkey

Thisisme

SigninguptoworkOTputtingbutterfliesintestines"

Heflippedoverthepancakes,andturnedtofixtheonesontheplate.Heneatlysqueezedthe

strawberrysauceneatlyontop,itwasmyfavourite.Heturnedbacktothestoveandcontinued

withhissinging.Hewasactingsooblivioustomypresence.

Senzi:"I'llsayIdigyouwhenit'sdeepenoughtoburyme

Still,thenitbedeepenoughforyoutomarryme

Kill,anybodythattakesawayyourhappiness

Spill,real,ifthatismethenIam hangingme

Cozyoudeservetosmile,notasmileshouldstayonyourface

Ihaven'tmadeitifIhaven'tmadeyourday

I'm notaridertillI'velearnedtodriveyourpainaway

Nowgetustoheavenalivewithyourangelways"



Iseehim smilebeforeturningtolookatmewithasmallgrinhislipseyebrowarched.Hefolded

hisarmsIwatchedhisbicepshardenunderthosetattoos.

Senzi:"GooddayMami"

Myeyeswidened.

Me:"Isleptthatlong?"

Ibitmylipinrealisationtowhatmighthavebeenthecauseofit.

Senzi:"Yeahsitdownmadam andhavesomefood"

Heplacedtheplateandthecutlerybesidestheplatethenpecksmylip,hedishesupforhimself

toothensittingoppositeme.Isiponthejuiceafterswallowingthenputthefolkdown.

Me:"I'm gonnamissyou"

Isayhonestly,it'snotonlythefactthathe'llbegoingtotheEasternCapebutI'llbebusywith

schoolandeverythinggettingtabletsandallevenwhenhegetsback.Wewouldhardlyseeeach

otherbecausehe'llbeworkingonsomethingIdon'twannaknow,andwestayingatdifferent

placesapparentlybeingkwaMashuisn'tsafeforme.Ididn'tliketheideaonebitIjusttoldhim

thatIcan'tbeleavingmyhouseemptyit'sbeentoolongalready.Hesaidokaywithoutarguing.

Senzi:"I'llmissyoutoomamiI'vegrownsoattachedtoyou.YouknowIloveyoualotandmy

lovecomeswithbaggage,I'm apersonwithmanyenemieshenceIwanttodomyoutmostbest

toprotectyou.Andthat'sbyhavingyouclosetomyeyes,atsomepointIreallywishIwasa

differentpersonwhodidn'thavetoputyourlifeindanger.ButyouareitforMami,andI'lldo

anythingtoprotectyoubutyouwillgobackhomeandhavepeoplekeepalookonyouI'm telling

youjustsoyouwon'tlookoveryourshoulders."

HefinallystopsandsighsIalmostdidn'thearhalfofwhathesaidmyheartkeptshrinkingby

thesecond.

Helatertakesmehome,hefinallyleavesafterI'vestainedhist-shirtwithmytearsitjusthurt

thathe'llbeaway.Iwasfinallygoingtoseemymothertomorrowit'sbeenawhileIhadmissed

herIhopesheletsmeseeherthistime.ItcreepedmeoutknowingI'm probablybeingwatched,

Ievenlookedoutthewindowjusttobesuretherewasn'taguystandingoutsidemygatestaring

atthishouse.Thesepeoplemustbediscretethen,IseriouslyhavenoideawhyI'm sookaywith

everything.Love!

.

.

.



Entry25

.

(HeartlessAndBlood)

ShakaNyoka

Iwatchedheremergefrom thepoolofbloodsituatedinthemiddleofthedarkroom,Icanhear

crows,owlsandsnakessoundsboomingaroundtheroom.Shestandsinfrontofmeandsmiles

lickingthebloodogfherlips,SheisbuttnakedIcanmakeoutherentirebodyIfeelhardalready.

ShespreadsherarmsandlegsItakeafewstepsbackwhenIhearthehissingofsnakessucha

cliche,snakesandmysurnameImean.IwatchHeartlessmakeherwaytoherupperbody

stickinghertonguebeforelickingher,sheisfollowedbyBloodwhoisstillsmallbutwithless

heartthanHeartless.Iwatchpleasedbythesightofthem lickingoffherbloodenoughtosee

herskin,theystopandemergetothepoolofblood.It'salmostblackincolourbecauseofhow

thickitwas,allthesacrificesofourkidsandenemies.Wearetheonlyfamilywehaveleaving

outourkidstheanimalsit'sjustustwo.

Nozulu:"Baba"

Herhandbrushesmyhard,Igrabherbuttpushingherstomachclosertomycrotchittwitches

underherskin.There'ssomethingaboutthesnakes,theymakeherfertile.Shegetspregnant

everytimewehavesexualintercourseallaremeresacrificesforourwealth,respectandpower.

Me:"FuckGreed"

Ipickherupgrabbingherwaisttightly,Ipushheragainstthewall.Sheholdsmymanhoodin

positiontoherhoneypot,IpushmywaistbacksoIcangainmoreaccess.Shemovesherwaist

forwardsheisgettingimpatient,Ilikeit.Shestaresatmehereyesglowingreditcolour,Icuss

andpushmyheadin.Iteaseherentrance,shepushesforward.

Me:"Fuck!"

Sheisslippery,tightandsofuckinhotmydickcouldstayinsideher.Ifinallypushmyentire

packageinside,shegaspshereyeswidenedtheystartglowingfuckshelookslikeananimal

withthoseredeyes.Shethrowsherheadback,herwallstwitchIshamelesslyburstanutinside

her.It'ssofuckininsanethatitdoesn'teventakeasecond,Iholdthesidesofthewalljustabove

hershouldersshegrabsmynecktightlyandwigglesherwaist.Iwasstillreleasinginsideof

her,Iwenthardinstantly.IhadthesnakeshissbehindmeIcussedundermybreathIknewit

wastheirturn.Theyhadsmeltitalreadyandtheirarousalneedstobefed.Herlegsloosenfrom

mywaist,Itakestepsback.Iwatchherlieonherbackandspreadherlegs,Iholdmymanhood

andstrokeit.IwatchBloodstonguetrailherwenthoneywithit'stongue.Hereyesareonmy

dickasIhelpmyselfgetoff,hermouthifformingano.Iwatchherbodylanguage,shetensesI

seehertoescurlandhereyesrolltothebackofherhead.Ifeelmyownorgasm buildupjustby



lookigather,myeyesheatuptheymirrorherswithdesires.It'snotonlyBloodbutthereisFire

too,sheletsoutonelastmoan.Igritmyteethandejaculateontopofher.Shelaysherheadon

thegroundcatchingherbreath,thesnakesemergetotheirrespectiverooms.Ilookatmywife.

Me:"FuckImarriedaGoddess"

Iseehersmile,hereyesarestillclosed.Ipickedherupshelookedatme,hereyesgonebackto

theirnaturalcolouremaraldgreen.Ihaveneverseensuchbeautyononeperson.

Nozulu:"Nkosiyam"

Ismileandkissherlips,myentirebodyheatsup.Fuckthisisasin,noshitofcourseifit.Iletgo

withonehand,sheholdsmyneckherlegshangforaminutebeforeshewrapsthem aroundmy

waist.

Me:"NowIwillmakelovetoyou"

Ipressthebuttonittakesusupstairs,nowtheupstairsistotallydifferentfrom thedungeon.It

mostlyhaswhiteandabitofbabyblue,Iknowitsoundsweird.Butwearen'tthatdark,lookata

yinyangforexample.Thehouseisneatlikeitalwaysshould,ImakelovetohertillIfeellikeI

can'tejaculateanymore.Wedrifttosleep.

Ilaterfindherhumminginthekitchen,therearepotsonthestove,sheissittingonthecocktails

chairwithherlegsontheisland.Shelooksatmeandsmiles,I'm abouttobehornyagain.She

hasacaramelskin,hereyeswouldbringamantohiskneesregardlessofwhoownstheirhearts.

Andherbody,fuck!

Nozulu:"Iheartherearegangstersfrom thepastintown"

Shecountsthebulletsonthetable,IstandagainstthefridgemylegscrossedItuckmyhands

insidemypockets.

Me:"AndwhatdoyousuggestwedoBambo?"

Sheremovesherfeetandlooksatme,thegunisonthetableherhandplacedsafelyontopofit.

Nozulu:"Youwouldn'tpossiblyaskmethatLwam,weapproachthem iftheyrefusewedealwith

them"

Ichuckleandwalkclosertoher,shesmilesshowingmearowofperfectteethandthedimpleon

herleftcheek.Icupherfaceandkissher.

Me:"Fornowlet'sfocusonthecompanythenattendtolegacieslater"

Shefrowns,Ibitemylipthensquintmyeyes.Shesighs.

Nozulu:"IfuckinhatethatIloveyousometimes"



ShejumpsofftheseatIspankherass..

Nozulu:"Ifuckinloveyoudammit"

Andshedoes,cutherhairyou'llfindmyfuckinnametattooedonthatskull.

.

.

.

TheBamboandLwam mystery:)

-MeetTheNewCharacters:D

Entry26

.

Ntombi

Iwasinthewaitingroom,theyweregoingtobringhertome.IstoodupwhenIsawher,shehas

lostsomeweightbutshelookedgoodherskinwasbeautiful.Ismiledatherbutshedidn't

returnthesamegesture,minefellIblinkedtryingtoconcealmysadness.

Mom:"MaThe"

Shegavemeafaintsmile,shegavemethelongesthugItearedimmediately.

Me:"Imissyousomuch"

Shewipedmytears,hereyeswereglossyaswell.

Mom:"I'm gettingthere,I'llbefineforyou.Thankyousomuchforthismybaby,Ifeelsobadthat

youtheonewhobroughtmehere"

Iwantedtotellherthatit'sSenzihandlingallthefinancesbutIdon'twantherquestionme.

Me:"IgotaDwithadistinctioninMaths,IappliedatCTCintownforFinancialAccounting"

Shesmiled.

Mom:"I'm proudofyou,I'm alsogoingtostartapplyingwhenIgetoutofhere."

Ibrushedherhand,shewastellingmestoriesaboutherfriendsthatshemadehere.She



promisedmeafeastwhenshegetsback,leavingwasherwassad.Mylifeisthedefinitionof

boringIshouldjustfindahobbie.

Iwaswipingmycarwhensomeoneshoutedatme,itwasalreadytimeformetogotoschool.

Ilookeduptoseemyneighboursdaughter,sheseemedtobethesameageasIwas.

Her:"I'm Sue"

Me:"I'm Ntombi"

Sue:"YouscarceI'vebeenmeaningtocomewelcomeyoutotheneighbourhoodproperly"

Ismiledweakly,afterthetwogirlsIdoubtedeveryonethatwasbeingfriendlywithme.

Me:"Someothertime"

Sue:"OkayseeyouaroundNtombi"

Atleastshewasn'tpushy.

.

.

.

Amile

Wewerestayingatmygrandparentshousesolong,mom anddadhavebeentalkingtoproperty

agents.TheywereheadingtotheEasternCapeforgrandpasauntsfuneral,wedidn'treallyknow

hersowecouldn'tgo.

Mom:"Whereisyourbrother?"

Ishrugged,IwaswatchingNCISthisthingisreallyinteresting.

Me:"Iwanttotrain"

Mom:"Train?"

Me:"Yeahbecomeacop"

Shesquintedhereyes,Smilohadalreadyregisteredatsomecollege.Jwasstilltryingto

familiarisemyselfwiththisplace,thecrowd,loudpeopleitwasjusttoopolluted.

Mom:"BeforewetalkaboutyourpendingcareerIwanttoknowwhobetweenyourbrotherand

yousuggestedyoukillpeopleformoney?"



Igulped,mom wasonepersonIcouldn'tlietooshecouldreadmelikeabook.

Me:"Killpeople"

Itriedtoalittleconvincingmyshakyvoicegaveitaway.

Mom:"Youwilltellmeyounggirl"

Me:"Tellyouwhatmom?"

Shechuckled.

Mom:"Youkillpeoplenow"

Shesaidangrily,Iraisedmyeyebrow.

Me:"Mom"

Ifeltmycheeksburningupshehadslappedme.

Mom:"Iwillbeatthetruthoutofyou,whenIcomebackIwantnothingbutthehonesttruth"

ShewalkedoutIknewshewasn'tjoking,shescoldsuslikeit'snobodiesbusiness.Iknewmy

twinandIwereindeepshit.

.

.

.

NozuluNyoka

Peopledodifferentthingsformoneyandsuccess,somearedesperatewhiletheothersarenot.

Thenthereisme,IwasborntobepraisedmymotheralwaystoldmeI'dbethedeathofmany

manitwasn'tjustapredictionbutafactithashappenedbefore.Manyhaddiedbecausethey

loveme.BloodsacrificesissomethingI'velearntfrom ayoungage,Iusedtowatchmymother

andherboyfriendsmakesacrificesIlearntitandnowI'm perfomingit.I'm fearless,powerful,

successfulandbeautifultotopofImarriedthemosthandsomeI'velaidmyeyeson.Beforehim

Iwasamerewitchwholivedtomakethelifeofothersmiserable,Iwasasolutionformanwho

wantedtoleavetheirwivesformistresses,Iwasasolutionforwomenwhowantedtokilltheir

husbandsformoney.ThenImettjeloveofmylife,Mycharm didn'tworkwithhim he

approachedmewillinglyandthatwas9yearsagowegotmarriedayearlaterheunderstoodmy

lifeandweirdlywantedtobepartofit.I'm 32yearsoldofage,I'm happywithwheremylifeisat

andI'm progressinginlife.Myofficephonerang.

Me:"Mylove"



Hechuckled,myabilitiesalwaystroublehim.

Shaka:"Haveyoumetupwiththeclientsyet"

Me:"I'm meetingupwiththem now,shouldIlayoutthedeal?"

Shaka:"Notasyetmylove,sellthehousefirstthenwetrapthem whentheyarealreadyin"

Me:"I'm meetingupwithherinanhour,seeyoulaterIloveyou"

Shaka:"Ilovemorethanyou"

Iblushed,somethingImighthaveforgottentomentionIwasapropertyagentajobIhaveonthe

sidebutmyhusbandspecialisesinstealingmoneyfrom peoplesaccounts.Ifindthelady

waitingforme,shelooksatmeandsmileIsmilebacksheisbeautifulIgiveherthat.

Me:"MrsNdabeni,I'm Nozulu"

Shesatdown.

Aphile:"JustcallmeAphile"

Me:"OkayAphile,beforeIshowyouthehouseswehave.Whatisitthatyouspecificallywanted

andinwhatenvironment"

Aphile:"Childfriendly,peaceful,Itdoesn'thavetobeonthecoastbutmykidswouldlovethat.

Maybe13bedroomswehaveonebigfamily,uuuhwhatelseapoolanditmustbespacious"

Me:"Okay,garden?"

Aphile:"Mostdefinitely"

Igaveherthepamphlets.

Me:"There'sarangeofthehousesyoujustdescribed,justchoosetheonesyouwantthewecan

viewthem saytomorroworthenextdaywheneveryouaren'tbusy"

Shesmiled.

Aphile:"OkayI'llaskmyhusbandwhatshethinks,letmebuyyoulunch"

Me:"SomeothertimeIactuallyneedtoheadbacktotheoffice,clients"

Aphile:"Okaythanksforthis"

Me:"Youpaid"

WebothlaughandIleave,wellshe'sinthebag..



Entry27

.

AphileNdabeni

IwashappywithmostofthehousesIhadseenbutmyhusbanddidn'twanttohearit..

Ethan:"Babyyouarereallysmart,shouldyoubetrustingthiswoman?"

Me:"I'lldoabackgroundcheckonit"

Ethan:"Don'tworryI'llhandleit,Italkedtoyourkids"

Hejoinedmeonthebed,Isleptsidewayssohewouldholdmefrom behind.

Me:"And?"

Ethan:"Theygavemethenamesofeveryonetheykilled.Rodriguezsomegreedydruglordfrom

Comoloshiredthem tokilldruglordssohe'dhandlethecartels"

Ishutmyeyes.

Me:"IsRodriguezcomingforthem?"

Ethan:"ApparentlythereissomedrugLordhereisSouthAfrica,theyhaveneverseenhim buthe

hasthisuniquedrugthatricholdpeopleboredwiththeiroldbodiesuse.Idon'teventhinkithas

aname,Rodriguezwantshim out"

Me:"Whatdoeshehavetodowithourkids?"

Ethan:"Wehavetofindthisguy,killhim orprotecthim dependingonwhatseemstobeeasier"

Ichuckleandturnaround.

Me:"Surelythisguyhasprotectionenough,wemusttakeoutRodrigueznochildofminewill

makebloodmoney"

Hesighs.

Ethan:"SmiloandAmilewanttofinishitontheirown"

Me:"Howmanydeadbodiesdotheyhave?"

Ethan:"Smilohas2thegirlhasclosetoa100"

Ishutmyeyes.Shejusthadtobethelittleme.

Me:"I'llsendthem toMilitaryschooltheirbehaviourisunacceptable"



Theirfatherjustlooksatme,hebitesmycheekplayfullythenkissme.

Ethan:"Wewillsortitoutdon'tworry"

.

.

.

Ntombi

IwasrathersurprisedtoseeSueatschool,wealsohappenedtobeinthesameclass.

Sue:"Youarehere?"

Me:"Yeahwhydidn'tIseeyouduringtheorientation"

Shesmeltlikeweed.

Sue:"Ihadnotime"

Me:"Andyouhigh"

Isaiditlaughing.

Sue:"It'sahabitIpickedupfrom myoldboyfriend,Ineveractuallystopped"

Me:"Yousmokedwithyourboyfriend?"

Sue:"Yepitmakesthesexevengreateryoushouldtryit"

MaybeIshouldtryitwithSenzi,I'm justnotafanofsmoking.Thelecturereswererathervery

younghere.

Me:"Ineedtobuymyselfsomeclothes"

Sue:"ThereisthisplaceIknowthatsellscheapstuffbuttheyhavegoodclothes"

Me:"Okayyoucomingwithmethen"

WellBusihasbeenpushingmetomakefriends,sheisgoingtobeproudoftheprogressImade

shedidn'twantmetoseem stuckupandhavepeoplehatemefornoreason.Weshopped,I

alsoboughtherat-shirtconsideringshehelped.

Therestoftheweekweweregettingtoknoweveryoneelseinclassandtheywerereally

friendly.IwasatuShakawithBusishehasbeenpesteringmetogosharkdiving.

Me:"Iwouldbemarinatingmyselfrightnowmyboyfriendisonhiswaybackyouknow?"



Busi:"Babecomeonlivealittleohbythewaymylittlebrotherisstayingwithme,heisthrowing

himselfthispartything"

Me:"Youhavealittlebrother?"

Busi:"YesheisdoingITatDUTfirstyear"

Me:"OkayI'llbemorethanhappytokeepyoucompany"

Busi:"ThankyouverymuchnowIwon'tbedisgustedalonebykidsgropingeachother"

Me:"It'llbeatyourplace?"

Busi:"Yes"

Wehadfunandlotsoffoodandsweets,Ireceivedacallfrom Senzibeforedrivingbackhetold

metogotohishouse.Ifoundhim standingbythestaircasehesmiled,Irantohim likeababy.

HeopenedhisarmsIthrewmyself,huggedhisnecktightlyhespunmearoundthengavemea

longkiss.

Senzi:"Imissedyousomuch"

Igiggled

Me:"Imissedyou,youlookdarkershame"

Senzi:"Iknowwewerealwaysoutdoorslaughteringcows"

Me:"Mhm butdiditgowell?"

Henodded.

Senzi:"Imadefood"

Ismiledfollowinghim,thetablewasfilledwithdozensanddozensofdifferentfoodsIonlyhad

thelightstaffbecauseIwasstillfull.Ispentthenightinhisarms,Ievenmadesuretosleepon

topofhim that'showmuchImissedhim.

Therestoftheweekwasratheragoodoneforme,itwasalreadythebrothersbirthdayIwasnot

lookingforwardtoit.

Senzi:"MamiIdon'ttrustthisBusiofyours"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Youjustdon'twantmetoleaveSenziandthat'sbeinggreedy,Ialsoneedalifeontheside"

Helookedabithurtatmystatementbutquicklyletitgo.



Icouldhearthemusicblastingfrom thecorridors,IletmyselfinandfoundBusidrinkingwine.

Me:"Nowthisisaparty"

Sherolledhereyes.

Busi:"Ithasn'tevenbeganyetforhim apparentlytillhisfriendwhohasbeenstayingabroad

arrives,hehasbeengloatingnonestopaboutthisfriendofhis"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Whereisheanyway?"

Busi:"Nkosiisprobablychangingagain,thatboywillkillmeIswear"

Ijoinedherwithdrinkingthewine,Iam sleepingoveranyways.

Iwasheadingtothebathroom whenIfeltlikesomeonewasfollowingme.Iturnedaroundand

indeedtherewassomeguyfollowingme,helookedatme.

Him:"I'm Smilo"

Me:"Ohkay"

Smilo:"YouprobablythinkI'm weird"

Hetookslowstepstowardsme.

Me:"Yeah"

Smilo:"Iuhm wanttogotothebathroom ifyoudon'tmind"

IlookedbesidesmeIwasblockingthedoor,it'stheseeyesofhis.WhydoesGodkeepsending

meblackChinesemanthisgottabeasin.Ishiftedandlethim in,hepassedmeourfronts

touchingandhiseyeswereonmylips,heclosedthedoor.IletoutabreathIhavebeenholding.



Entry28

.

Ntombi

Nkosicametouswearingthebiggestgrinonhisface,hehuggedme.

Nkosi:"Thankyouforcoming"

Me:"Onlyapleasureareyouhavingfun?"

Nkosi:"YesagainhowdidyoutwomeetcauseIcanseemysisterisolderthanyouauscougar,

areyouperhapstaken?"

Ilaughedhissisterplayfullypunchedhim,IsawSmiloenterthekitchen.

Busi:"Sheistakenbrother,andtheguyiswaymanlythanyou"

SmilosheadturnedtomeIlookedathim witharaisedbrow.

Nkosi:"Hardluckforme,ohthisisSmilothefriendItoldyouabout"

HehuggedBusithenme,hehadagoodsmelltoobuthewasyoungImeanNkosiis18soheis

theretooIknowheis2yearsyoungerbutstill.

Smilo:"Nicemeetingyouboth"

Busi:"Youarefrom BeverlyHills?"

Theaccentgaveitawaythathedidn'tgrowuphere.

Smilo:"Unfortunately"

Hesaidchuckling,Iwaslookingathim lookatme.EvenwhenhelaughedJesus!Ineededsome

air.

Me:"BusiIneedsomeairI'llbeback"

Thebalconywaspackedwithpeoplesmoking,andcigarettejustgetstome.Iwenttothe

corridorsatthefront,whewatleastIcanbreathe.

Smilo:"Ialmostthoughtyourunningawayfrom me"

Me:"ToobadIwasn't"

Smilo:"Mhhm youarereallyprettyIlikeyoureyes"

Myphonesavedmebyvibrated,itwasmyman.



Me:"Baby"

Senzi:"Mamiareyoustillokay?"

Imovedawayfrom theBlackChinese.

Me:"YeahI'm fineit'snotthatbad"

IsaidlookingatSmilo,hewassippingbeerwhilelookingatmetherewassomethingthatmade

meseesomekindofresemblancebetweenhim andSenzimaybeI'm seeingthingshewould've

toldmeabouthim.Butit'snotlikeIknowallhisfamily.

Senzi:"OkaycanIcomepickyouupwhenyouaredone,Iwantyoubesidesme"

IfeltweakatthekneesIloveitwhenheneedsme.

Me:"OkayI'llcallyouwhenIwantyoutocome"

Senzi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

IrememberedhowhehasmefollowedmaybeoneofhispeoplemighthaveseenmewithSmilo.

Me:"I'm gonnagobackinside"

Smilo:"Okaywasthatyourboyfriend,?youlookflushed"

Hewassmiling..

Me:"Yeah"

Iwhispered.Hecameclosetomeandbenthisheadhisbreathfannedmyneck

Smilo:"Don'tworryIwon'truinwhatyoutwohave"

Hebitmyearlobeandwalkedaway,hewillgetmekilled.ItextedSenziaskinghim tocomepick

meupinanhour,IwalkedinsidethekitchenyawningthenIrefilledmywineglass.

Busi:"Youdoknowmyroom right?"

Me:"I'm inthemoodforsomethingelsenow,thiswinegotmeallexcited"

Shelaughed.

Busi:"IwishIhadaboyfriendtoo,doesn'tthisguyhaveabrotherorsomething?"

Me:"Cousinbutyou'dsweartheyarebrothers"

Herfacebeamedwihexcitementsheswattedmyarm.



Busi:"Youbitchandyounevertoldme"

Shesquealed.

Me:"Youneverasked"

Her:"Okayunderstoodbutlistenyouneedtohookmeup,ishebetterlookingthanSandiso?"

Me:"Nooneisbetterlookingthanmybabe"

Shelaughed.

Busi:"Okaybutinvitemetovisityousoonsowecanvisitthem theystayclosetoyourhouse

right?"

Ijustlaughedthishookingpeopleupbusinessdidn'tworkformeoranyoneunlessyoureally

lucky,IsawSmilokissingsomegirlbeforeIwalkedoutatleasthedidn'ttrytopersuemeafterI

toldhim Ihaveaboyfriend.

.

.

.

Mpendulo

Iwasworkingtoomuchonfindingoutwhostolethemillion,mostpeoplesayIleaveunder

HorrorsshadowandIdowithoutmybrotherIwouldn'tbeasfearlessasIam rightnow.Hehas

helpedmebelieveinmyselfevenconvincedmetostudybutIdidn'twantto,insteadI'm theone

whotradecarsorauctionthem.

"AhMpemfethu"

Me:"Boneswhat'sup?"

Bones:"There'sthisguyRodriguezheisfrom Comolos"

Me:"What'shetome?"

Bones:"Hehaswipedoutalmosteverydruglordintheabroadrumourhasithewantstocome

forHorror"

Mybloodstartedboiling.

Me:"Hedidallthathimself?"

Bones:"Noweshouldfindoutwhohehiredtohelphim,andwipethem outbecausewewon't

evensetfootinRodriguezterritory"



IpinchedmynosebridgesometimesIforgetthehardshipsthatcomewiththefruitsofbeinga

gangster,harvestingisalwaysthebestbuttheprocessofploughingisrathertoolong.

Me:"Findthem andbringthem tothewarehousealive"

Bones:"Onit"

Horrorissolovestruckhehardlyevenhastimeforthebusiness,Thisgirlwillbetheendofhim.

.

.

SodowedealwiththeNyokasfirst?OrRodriguez?Orthetwins?OrHorror?

Entry29

.

Ntombi

Thesametextcamethroughagain,thesamenumberhasbeenpesteringmeforthepast3days

askingtocallmeandIhavebeenignoringthem.What'sweirdishowthetextmessagesare,I

doubtthisisjustfrom arandom strangerIhadn'ttoldSenziincasehedecidestodomuch.I

finallygiveinandcallthenumber.

Me:"Whoareyou?"

Iaskaggressivelythecallerchuckles.

"Youaren'tonetogiveinIlikethat,it'sSmilo"

Ismackmyforeheadandbreatheinrelief.

Me:"Couldn'tyouhavetoldme?"

Smilo:"Thenitwouldn'tbefun,howareyou?"

Me:"I'm gooddon'tcreeppeoplelikethat,youmightgetyourselfkilled"

Helaughs.

Smilo:"It'sgoodtoknowthatyoucareforme,sowoulditbeabadideaifI'dinviteyouovermy

parentshousefordinner?"



Me:"Wheredoyouthinkthisis?"

Smilo:"I'm sureit'sSouthAfrica,Imeanthisconversationclearlyendorsesourfriendship"

Ican'thelpbutlaughathisstupidity.

Me:"I'm notvisitingyou"

Suecallsme,it'slunchtimeforus.

Smilo:"Youhaveanothercallcomingthrough,it'sfineI'llcallyoulater"

Me:"Don'tbother"

Greathehashungupalready.IfindSuealreadywaitingformechewingherbubblegum,wegoto

thechesanyamaandhavelunchasusual.OnourwayoutwebumponMpeandSenzi,Iswear

theworldstopsnotfrom lovebutsomethingIcan'tfigureout.

Me:"BabyHi"

Ihuggedhim.

Senzi:"Hey,Sue"

Theatmospheresuddenlygotawkward,thelookonall3faceswasofdisbelief.Mpendulojust

lookedaway.

Senzi:"I'llcomepickyouuplaterIhavebusinesstohandle"

NokissnothingI'm surprisedwhenhewalksaway.

Me:"Youknowthem?"

Sue:"Notreally"

Shesaysinadismissivetone,IchosetonotpushbutSenziwilldefinitelytellme.

Sue:"SoSandisoistheSenziyoutalkabout?"

Me:"Yeahyoualsoknowhim asSandiso?"

Sue:"AndHorror,it'snicetoknowyoutheonlyoneusingthatname"

Shesayssoundingratherbitter,Idon'tentertainthetopicinsteadwegossipaboutpeopleat

school.LateronSenzicomesforme,helookscoldanddistant.Ichoosetonotsayanything

becauseitmightfuelwhateverishappeninginhismind.

Senzi:"Come"



Weareinhishouse,ahousekeepertakesmybagandSenzileadsmetoabasement.Theroom

islitinbluetherearedozensofchemicals,eventhesmellofthem isstrong.

Senzi:"Igot100%formathsandscienceIobtainedasciencedegreeoverseaswhichhelped

mecomeupwithallthesedrugs,thisisNytosisthedrugforantiageing,Lemollforskintoning

andlastbutnotleastCocaine.Theyallcost50000perpackage,Igetlike5buyersadayifI'm

unluckymaybe3andthat's150000perday,thisisanotherpartofmethehustlingpart"

Me:"Youcameupwithallthesethings?:

TheNytosisdruglookslikeadiamondit'saglowingyellowishcolour,Ionlynoticethatthereare

workersshapingthesethings.Hetakesmetothebedroom andremoveshisT-shirt.

Senzi:"Comeclose"

Likeapersonhypnotised,ItakeslowstepsasifsomethingispullingmeIstandinfrontofhim .

Hetakesmyhand,makesmerunitontopofhischestIfeelsomething.

Me:"Isthisascar?"

Senzi:"ItwastillIhaditcoveredthatwasthefirstwoundIgot,putmeinacomafor3months"

Itwasrightontopofhisheart,hemovedmyhadtohisab.

Me:"Anotherone"

Senzi:"Bulletwound,missedvitalorgansbyaninch.Onemonthinacoma"

Heraisedhisarm.

Me:"OhMyGod"

Thisoneisnastier.

Senzi:"IwasdeclareddeadtillImovedwhentheywereputtingmeinabodybag"

Ifeelteatsthreatenmyeyesit'slikeI'm feelingallthepainhewentthrough,hehasducked

deathsomanytimes.

"It'sokayIsurvived"

Tearsfallimmediately,Ishakemyheadandtakeastepback.

Me:"It'snotokaySenzi,allthesetattooscoveringyourscarswon'thelp.Thislifeyoulivewillget

youkilled,doyouwanttoleavemealone?"

HetriestotouchmeIyankhisarm off,I'm agitatedandscreamingmylungsoff.Hetries

touchingmebutthistimeIpunchhiseyereallyhardIfeelmyhandbreak.Heslapsme,Ilookat



him inshockbutbeforemymindcouldregisterwhatIdomybodyhasreactedIjustthrewa

lampathim andithithisarm.Hecomesbackatmewithanotherslap,Ibitemylipandreachfor

thenearestthinghepullsmyhairIfallonmystomach.

Me:"Youselfishbastard"

Theonlythingclosertomeisabowlofartificialfruits,itmightkillhim ifIuseitbutfuckithe

pullsmebymyfeetbeforeIreach.Hiskneesareonmyarmshepinsthem down.

Senzi:"Mamistopit!"

Istopkickingandscreaming.

Me:"Youwilldieonme"

Senzi:"Iwon'tbabyIpromise"

Ilookathisbleedingarm.

Me:"I'm sorry"

Hechuckles.

Senzi:"Yousomean"

Ilaughandbitemyliptastingblood.

Me:"Andyouarecrazy"

Irestmyheadonhisshoulderhewillinglyembracesme.

Senzi:"Iloveyousomuch"

Andhewilldrivemetoamentalhospital.

.

.

.

NozuluNyoka

BythewaytheladiesatmyworkplacearedroolingIknowmyhusbandishere,ifwewerein

EgyptI'dsurelysayheisaGodthemandoesn'tonlyoozeconfidencebutwhoevermadehim

surelytooktheirtime.Heisbythewayyoungerthanme,29yearsofageandboyisheafine

specimen.Ismilebeforeturningmyheadtohisdirection.

Shaka:"Heyyou"



Me:"Heymylove"

Weshareakissbeforeheleansonmydesk.

Shaka:"SoI'vemadeadiscovery"

Ilookathim withasmile.

Me:"Yes"

Shaka:"TheNdabenitwinsSmiloandAmileareworthbillionsinrands"

Me:"Soyouwantone?"

Shaka:"Andtheydon'tknowtheyarerelatedtoHorror"

Myearsdanceinexcitement.

Me:"Sooo?"

Shaka:"SoHorrorstealsthemoney,theykillhim beforetheyunitethenwewillonlybeleftwith

theirparentstodealwith"

Me:"IlikeitandI'llgettoitrightaway"

Hesmiledkissingmeonelasttimethenleavesmeblushing.

Entry30

.

Amile

Mybrotherhasbeendoingwellatschoolsohesays,Iam trainingtooit'snotaseasyasI

thoughtitwouldbe.Theexercisesareexhaustingbuteveryonewaswaitingforthegirlwiththe

tinybodytofail,Ijusthadtoprovethem wrongIknowmystrengths.Wewereatabootcamp

thathasbothmalesandfemales.Thefoodwashorriblesowasthetreatment,atsomepointI

assumedtheyweremakingsoldiersnotpolicebutit'soneofthesameworkisn't?Westriveto

keeppeoplesafe.Myphonerang.

Me:"Brother"

Smilo:"Heyhowisitgoingthere?"

Me:"Thetrainingisalmostoverwhat'sgoingon?"

HeismesoIknowwhensomethingisgoingon,rightnowmyheartwaspalpitatingoutof



control.Heismadaboutsomething.

Smilo:"RemembertheguyRodriguezwantedustokillinSouthAfrica?"

Me:"Idoremember,hisgoesbythenameHorrorright?:

Smilo:"Yesandhejuststoleabillionfrom us"

Ichokeonmysaliva.

Me:"What?!"

Smilo:"Yes,Imessedupwiththecomputersystem there.Youwillbecominghomesoonand

discussthismatter"

Me:"There'snothingtodiscusshere,wewillbegettingourmoneyback.Findtheniggasaddress"

Smilo:"Onitseeyou"

Me:"Havethatsonofabitchfollowed,I'llsendyoumyguyscontactsdetails"

Smilo:"Sure"

Hehung,Ilookedatthephoneindisbelief.Whointheirrightmindswouldstealabillion?Police

ornotI'm killingthissonofabitch.

.

.

.

Senzi

Mpe:"Whoarethesepeople?"

Ididn'tcareIwasangry.

Me:"Findthem andbringthem tomealivethesefuckersaremessingupwithme"

Wewereonthesamepageaslasttime,someonestolefrom usbutwehadlocatedthem this

timearound.Thesoundoftheprintingmachinemademejumpoffmysit,Slayerwalkedinshe

wastheonlyladyinourcrew.Thereweren'tmanyofusitwasme,Mpe,Bones,Slayerand

Thundertheyhadalltheirqualities.MpebeingthesmartassandourSniper,Boneswasabone

crusherhe'dliterallyputyouinacomawithapunch,Slayertheswordprincessshealways

carriedknivesIlostcountofhowmanypeopleshehascutinhalf,ThenthereisThunder

recklessandcrazyheiswildandyounginhedriveslikeamaniac.Lastlythereismewithall

theirqualities,theonlyfearIhadwaslosingMamzoandthatwasbeforeKaynowI'm scaredof



losingKay.

Slayer:"Whoisthisboy?Aretheytwinsorsomething?"

Itookthepicturethesewerekids,Iscoffed.

Me:"Areyoufuckinkiddingme?Abunchofteenagersstolefrom uswhatbullshitisthis?"

Mpe:"AndtotopofitoffIcan'tfindanythingonthem"

Ilookedatthepictureagain.

Me:"Thisisthefuckerthat'sbeenfollowingmywoman"

Thunder:"Andyoulether?"

Iranmytongueontopofmyteethwhilelookingathim.

Me:"Angiyonaingquza(I'm notacunt)"

Slayer:"Thenwhyistheboystillalive?"

Me:"IfhewasdeadthenIwouldn'tbecomingupwiththeplanI'm comingupwithrightnow"

Istoodupandlookedatthem both,theywereshakingontheirbootsmyglareisn'tthesweetest.

Me:"Andagainneverquestionme"

Iwalkedaway,atleastthatboywantingmygirlwillworkonmyfavour.

.

.

.

Ntombi

ForachangeSenziandIweregoingonadate,nottheoneyouwearheelsandhaveachauffeur

?weweregoingtotheIceRinktoskatetheneatthenwatchmovies.IwishIknewwhathewas

playingat,it'ssounlikehim.

Me:"I'm enjoyingthis"

Wewereheadingtothecinema,hewasabouttoopenhismouthwhenIfeltablowagainstmy

bodythatsentmeflying,myearswerebuzzingIlookeduptoseethedustfallingIheadgone

deafabombjustwentoff.Hepulledmetoacorner,asmuchasIcouldn'thearIcouldclearly

seethegunfires.ThedustwasstillsettlingwhenIsawtwopeopleemergefrom itholdingbig

guns,theyhadmasksovertheirfacesandwereinblack.Theywerejustfiringgunseverywhere



whenSenzipushedmerightinfrontofthem,Istoodtherefrozentheshootersstopped.Others

camebehindthem andheldgunsontheirheads,theypulledtheirmasksoff.

Shit!

Me:"Smilo

Entry31

.

Ntombi

ForaminuteIfeltdead,Icouldn'tbreathethroughmynosemymouthwasopened,eyespopping

outtearsfellfreely.BesidesmewasMpenduloandSenzipointinggunsatSmiloandhislook

alike.Isawatruckdrivein,Itparkedrightnexttous.

"RighteveryoneisgonnagoinsidethattruckorIfuckinshootallofyou"

Myeyeswentallaroundnoonedidn'thaveagunpointedattheirhead,Idon'tknowwhenSmilos

lookalikepointeditatmeagain.Onlythepersonwhowastalkinghadnogunpointedintheir

heads.

"Getin"

Iturnedaroundandsteppedinsidefirst,IheardSenzigroanthenfollowmeweallwentinside

anditdroveoffinhighspeed.

Senzi:"Baby"

Me:"Don'ttouchme"

SmilowaslookingatmethewholetimewithanexpressionIcouldn'treadhissisteronthe

otherotherhadacurioslook.

Mpe:"Wearen'tgoingtosithereandpretendthatwedon'tlookalike"

IndeedtheydidbutIwasstillsaddenedbythestuntSenzipulled,onewrongmoveIwouldhave

beenhistoryrightnow.Wearriveatthishousewewalkedinwithgunspointedatourheads.

Senzi:"IfIwasn'tsocuriousallofyouwouldbedeadbynow"

Heroarslowly,Ihatethisvoiceofisit'sthetypethatcangiveyounightmares.Theladywhohas

beencallingordersfinallyshowsherface

Smilo:"Mom"



Lady:"SmiloAmile"

Amile:"Mom youtheonethatsabotagedus,thismanstolefrom us"

Senziscoffs.

Mpe:"Nonoseisiyoustolefrom us"

Lady:"Neitherofyoustolefrom eachother,I'm Aphile"

Senzi:"Wereallydon'tcarelady,Iwantmymoneyandtheirheads"

Hepointsatthem withhisfingershisfacestillfacingfronthisteethgritted,Iwouldsayhewas

beyondpissed.

Aphile:"AsIsaidyoungmanneitherofyoustolefrom eachother"

Amile:"IknowwhatIsaw"

Aphile:"Becauseyouthinkyouaresmartbabygirl,Ethan"

JesusChrist!Thisfamilyisnotonlyweirdfucksomanypairsofsmalleyes,I'm dizzy.

Ethan:"Wehaveacommonenemy,butbeforethat.AmileandSimilothisisMpenduloand

SandisoNdabeniyourfarcousins"

"What?"

IalmostsayittoobutrememberedsoonenoughthatI'm notpartofthem,thisissomecrazy

bullshit.

Smilo:"Soourcousinsstolefrom us?"

Ethan:"Notheydidn't,wearestilltryingtofindoutwhodidbutyoualllostyourmoneytoeach

other.Howisthatpossible?"

Theyallkeepquiet.

Aphile:"Thehousekeeperwillshowyouyourrespectedrooms,Ihavemadelunchwhenyoudone

fresheningupcomedownstairsandeatasafamily.Thenwecangettoknowingeachother"

Shesaysandleaves,I'm gluedonthesitwithdrytears.Twohousekeeperscometous,theylead

meandSenzitoanotherbedroom Isitonthebed.

Senzi:"Fuckinunbelievable..Whatnonsenseisthis?"

IfIcouldfightthismanwithallmymightIwould'vethrownhim outthisbalcony.

Me:"Youaren'tgoingtoapologise?"



HestopspacingandlooksatmeasifIfarted.

Senzi:"Whatfor?"

Ichuckle.

Me:"Areyoubeingrealrightnow?Youpushedmetothemiddleofagunfire,whatifIgotshot?"

Senzi:"Iknewyouwouldn'tgetshot"

Me:"Why?"

Senzi:"Smilowouldn'triskyourlifelikethat?"

Myeyeswidened,thismotherfucker.

Me:"Yousonofabitch,youliedaboutusgoingonadatewhydidn'tyoutellme?Givemea

headsupatleast"

Senzi:"Itwould'vebeentoorisky,theplanwasn'tgoingtoworkout"

Istandup,againIam crying.Ihatehowhemakesmefeel.

Me:"ThenmaybeI'm withthewrongcousin"

Ipushpasthim andwalkoutofthebedroom,I'm goingtofindSmiloandaskhim whatthefuck

isgoingonbecauseIwon'tbepresentatthefamilymeeting.

.Entry32

.

ShakaNyoka

Iwalkinsidethehouse,Icanhearnywifesangryscreams.Ifindherinthekitchen,Ireactquickly

bygrabbingherneck.

Me:"Whatthefuckhappened?"

Shetriestalking.

Me:"Talkdammit"

Ifeelakicknexttomynuts,IlethergorealisingI'm theonerestrainingherfrom talking.She

dropsonthefloorandcoughs.



Nozulu:"Idon'tknow,IthinkI'm gettingweak"

Icrouchnexttoherpressinghercheekswithmyfingers.

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?Wefuckeverydaywhyaren'tyoupregnant?"

HereyesglistenIlethergo,andsitdownwithmybackagainstthecounter.

Nozulu:"Idon'tmaybeIranoutofovariesoryourspermsaren'tasstrong"

Me:"NobabyIwanttoknowwhyIhaven'tbeenupdatedabouttheNdabenisdeath"

Shelookssurprised.

Me:"YouthinkIdidn'tknow?"

Nozulu:"Idon'tunderstandhowtheywerestepsaheadofus"

Isighfeelingbad.Istraddleher.

Me:"It'sokaywewillsolvethis"

.

.

.

Ntombi

Someonegrabbedmyarm beforeIwouldmakeafooloutofmyself,Iturnedaroundtofind

Mpendulo.Hegavemeapitifullook.

Mpe:"Didhehityou?"

Ishakemyhead,hepullsmetohisroom Isitonthebed.

Me:"Heusedmeasbait"

Mpe:"I'm sorry"

Me:"Didyouknow?"

Hesitsonthechairandfaces.

Mpe:"NoandevenifIdidIwouldn'thavedoneanythingaboutit"

Me:"Icouldhavebeenkilled"

Mpe:"Butyouweren't,Iknowsometimesmybrothercanberuthlessbutthat'spartofhim and



youlovehim"

Iwipethetearswiththebackofmyhand,theventureoffindingSmilolongforgotten.

Me:"Whatifhedoesitagain?"

Mpe:"Let'shopeheseeshowyoufeelaboutwhathedidandhedoesn'trepeatitagain"

Thehousekeepercomesinandcallsforus.

Me:"YoucangoI'llsleep"

Hekissesmyforeheadthenleaves.

.

.

.

Amile

Ifindeveryoneelsesittingmom hastheremoteonherhand.

Me:"SowhodoIshootfirstbetweenthetwo?"

TheygivemeirritatedlooksIlaughandsitdowncomfortably..

Mom:"Isyourwomannotjoiningus?'

Sandiso:"No"

Hesayscoldly,heratherseemsruthlessIwonderwhowouldbedeadbetweenusifmybrother

didn'tmakemestopshooting.

Mom:"Sowejustreceivedinformationonwhostolethemoney"

SheturnstheTVon

Dad:"Beforewecommencewithanything,MpenduloandSandisoyouaremycousinskidsthat

meansyouaremykidstoo.Imighthavenotknownyouforsometime,buttheNdabenisnever

neglecteachotherandthisissomethingweneedtoworktogetheron"

Mpe:"Wehaveourownteam,weworkalone"

Smilo:"AmileandIworkalone"

Dad:"Foryourownissuesbutthisoneinvolvesallofussoputyourteamsasideand

concentrateonfamily"



Hesitsdowngivingmom anotherchancetoexplain.

Mom:"ThisisNozuluNyokaapropertyAgent,daughterofoneofthelatemostpowerfulwitches

shebelievesinsacrificialceremoniesforstrengthshehasnokidsatall.Sheandherhusband

aretheonesthatframedyou"

Sheclicksonthenextimage.

Dad:"ShakaNyokahusbandtoNozuluNyoka..."

Izoneoutimmediatelywhenhestartstalkingmyeyesarefixedonthehandsomespecimanon

thatfullscreen,IimmediatelyknowIwanthim andIwillgethim.Iheardadtalkabouttheir

missioninmymindI'm planninganotherform ofMissionandit'sstaringbackatme,seemslike

I'm goingfishing..ForaShark,that'swhatthenamemeansright?

Entry33

.

Ntombi

Someoneshookmesoftly,IopenedmyeyestofindMpendulostaringatme.Myeyespopout

oftheirsocketsIsitupstraightimmediately.

Me:"Whatthefuckhappened?"

Heisabouttospeakwhensleepingeuphoriasubsides.

Me:"Nevermind,didIsleepthatlong?"

Mpe:"Nobutweareabouttohavelunchcomeon"

Me:"Whereisthebathroom?"

Irubbedmyeyeswithmypalmsandwalkedtowherehewaspointing,itwasabeautifulsimple

ensuitewithashowerandtub,thetoiletandsinkitlookednice.Ifoundamouthwashanduseit

whileIwipedmyfacewithwethands.WhenIwasdoneIwentout,almosteveryonewasthere.

EthanandAphilewereintheirlovebubble,theywereholdinghandsandstaringateachothers

eyes.IwonderifSenziandIwilleverbelikethat,Imeanhedoesn'tlooklikeonetogetmarried

andhonestlyIwantchildrenandtobeweddedbutmaybewhenthathappensitwon'tbewith

Senzi.

Aphileisseatedboredwithherarmscrossed,hercoldeyedkeepdartingtomeIblinkandlook

downquickly.WhenIlookupagaintheyarestillstaringatme,sheisverycruelIreckonI'm sure

shewould'veshotmeifherbrotherdidn'tstophereverythingthathappenedbeforethenquickly

comesback,it'slikeit'sreplayingonmymind.Ismellhim behindmebeforeIcanevenseehim,I

don'tlikehavinghim nexttome.



Aphile:"Amileprayforlunchsweetie"

Shegiveshermom aboredlookbeforestandingupandbowing,wefollowinsyncdoingwhat

shedid.Sheclearsherthroat.

Amile:"DearLordblessthisfood,everyonegatheredonthistableeventhosewhoweren't

supposedtobealive,eventhosewhoaren'tfamilymembersLordJesus.Blessthehandsthat

preparedthisfoodamen"

Ishiftuncomfortablyontheseat,Senzishandsisonmythighinasplitmyheadsshootupat

him withmymouthslightlyopened.

Amile:"BonAppetit"

Aphile:"Helpyourselves"

Senzireachedformyplateanddishedup,peoplestaredathim thenmeIhadtobringmyeyes

downagaintoavoidtheirglare.Hisrightarm foundmyleftonewheneveryonehaddishedup

andhim too,heateeffortlesslygreatwithhislefthandnowIknowwhyheisgoodwithboth

hands.AfterlunchAphiletellsustostayjustalittlelongerbecausetheyaren'tsureifit'ssafe

outthere.Istillhaven'tspokentoSmiloandhehasbeenignoringme.

Amile:"Sisterinlaw"

ThischildsaccentistheonlythingIlikeabouther.

Me:"Yes"

Amile:"Broughtyousomeclothes"

Me:"Ohthanks"

Itakethem from herexpectinghertoleave.

Amile:"Doyouknowhowtouseagun?"

Random much.

Me:"No"

Amile:"Forreal?Thenyouwon'tsurvivehoney,it'sreallytoughoutthere.Youinafamilyof

gangstersnow,learnsomethings"

Sheleavesrightafter,whatisshetryingtotellme?

.

.



.

Amile

Mom:"YouguysIdon'twantyoudoingthis"

Me:"Mom IreallythinkI'm fitenough"

Smilo:"Andshootingofgunsisn'tnydepartmentanyway"

Me:"Pussy"

Ilaughathim,heshootsmeadeadlylook.

Mom:"Amile"

Me:"SorrybutSmilodoesn'tdoguns,Ihadtokisshisfeetforhim tocomewithmetheother

day..ButIam morethanareliablesource"

Mom:"Youaren'tgoingonthismissionAmileandmydecisionisfinal"

Shesaidandleft,Smilolaughed.

Smilo:"Poorthing"

Me:"Fuckyou"

Isatupsidedownonthecouch.

Me:"SoSandisosgirl,youlikeher?"

Smilo:"I'm notgonnatalktoyouaboutthat"

Me:"Okay,shehasabigass"

Hechuckles..

Smilo:"Andhertitsmustbenice"

Me:"Yeah,she'sgotniceeyes"

Smilo:"Theyshine"

Ilaughathim.

Me:"Yousosmitten,toobadheisyourcousin.You'llfindyoursbrodon'tworry"

Hesighsoutloudly,shameIfeelbadforhim.Formenotgoingonthismissionwillhelpmeget

toShakabeforemyfamilydoes,I'llkeephim forme.Tillheismine.



.

.

.

Ntombi

SenziandIhaven'treallyspokensinceoutfight,todaywedrivingbacktohisextremelysecured

house.Isatattheback,callmedramaticorwhateverbutI'm reallymadathim andhedoesn't

understandmyanger.Wemighthavetouchedatlunchanddinnersbutspeakingnever.

Senzi:"Comewithme"

Thefirstwordwhenwegettohishouse,heleadsustohisroom.

Senzi:"Whyareyoubeinglikethis?"

Me:"Likewhat?"

Senzi:"Likehowyouarerightnow?Distanceandcold"

Me:"Becausemyboyfriendisignorant,arrogant,obnoxiousandpride.Whydon'tyoujust

apologise?"

Senzi:"OkayfinemamiIam sorryforpushingyou,Ishouldn'thaveriskedyourlifelikethat.Now

canwemoveon"

Me:"Thatwassohearfelt,takemehome"

Senzi:"Areyoucrazy?It'sawarzone"

Me:"YoualwayssureIwon'tdie,aren'tyou?"

Heflareshisnoseatme,butIstandmyground.Iam notafraidofHorror

.

Entry34

.

Smilo

Ifthereisanyonewhoismoreofarebelthanmysisteris,Ifeelsorryforwhoevergavebirthto



them.Idon'tknowwhatmademewakeupinthemiddleofthenightbutIdid,IfoundAmile

dressingupinherworkgearapparentlyitwasherfirstdayworkingtomorrowandbecauseof

howgoodsheistheyarealreadyputtingheronthestreets.I'm stillwonderingwhyshechose

hercurrentcareer,it'stheoppositeofherbutIguessit'sgonnaworkonthefamiliesfavour.

Me:"Ididn'tknowyouwereworking"

Amile:"NeitherdidI"

Sheflashedmeahugeasssmile.

Me:"Mhm youaren'tthatconvincingyouknow"

Amile:"Iknow,ifmom asksanythingtellherI'llbehereforthehousewarmingparty"

Shepeckedmylipsandleftmedumbfounded,Iwipedmymouth.Okaysheisuptosomething.

Mom:"Whereisyoursister?"

Thatwasmom askingmeadaylater.

Me:"Sheleftforworklastnight"

Mom:"Thenshe'ssupposedtobehere,it'salmostdinnertime"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Sheheldherforehead.

"Areyouokay?"

Iaskedpanickingly,oneofthesedaysmytwinwillkillmymom.

Mom:"I'm fine,IjusthopeshemakesitonFriday.Iwantallofyouhere"

Me:"Believemeshewill"

Mom:"Howdoyouknow?"

Me:"Shementionedit"

Mom:"Ohsoshe'sdefinitelyuptosomething"

Sheshookherheadandleft,Isawdadmakehiswaytome.Iduckedhim I'm notinterestedin

hisquestionstoo,Imightendupcomingupwithstoriesthataren'ttrue.

.

.



.

Amile

LookingatthewaythingsarebetweenNozuluandShakatheyaredefinitelyinlove,Ialready

hatethewomanmorethanIshould.Ihadbeentryingtocomeupwithwaystoseewhattypeof

peopletheyare.Andmuchtomymisfortunetheyaren'tthatsweet.Mybrothermadeasmall

firefly,ithasacamerasoyoucanseeeverythingyouwanttoseeandyoucontrolit.Thesepast

fewdaysI'vebeenjugglingworkwithstalkingShaka,Iwasawomanonamission.Thethings

theydo,mybodyliterallyshudders.Thesnakes,thebloodwastoomuch.SonowallIneedtodo

istogetmyfamilytoburndownthehouseaftermakingsureShakaisn'tinside.Iknowhis

powercomesfrom hiswifeandtheirsacrifices,Nowifenopower.Butifthere'smethereisa

greatpossibilityofregaininghispowerinadifferentwaythatis.

Me:"MrNyoka"

Hewasabouttogetinsidehiscar,Imighthavefollowedhim togetabouquetofflowers.

Shaka:"Andyouare?"

HeturnedaroundgraciousGodthepicturesdidn'tdoanyjusticeneitherdidseeinghim from a

distance,hewasaGodIswear.

ThankGodthedisguisedidmejustice,theNdabenigenestoostrong.

Me:"Someoneyoumightneed,weshouldhavecoffeesometime"

Hechuckled.

Shaka:"Lady,fuckoff"

Iheldmyhandsup.

Me:"Okaysuityourselfthen,butbelievemeI'llhelpyousomeday"

Iwinkedandwalkedaway.ItookacabtotheplaceIwasstayingatandchanged,Igothome

justintimefordinner.Thefirstthingmom didwhenshesawmewasslapme,Ididn'texpectany

less.

Mom:"Wherehaveyoubeenyounglady?"

Me:"Canwesitdownandtalk?Please"

Shelookedsurprised,IknowIneedtogetthisshitoveranddonewith.

Dad:"YoudeserveabeatingbutI'm interestedinwhateveryouareabouttotellme"

Mom andIsitdown.



Me:"SotheNyokasreallyarewitches,powerfulveryverypowerful.Nottoundermineyoubothor

anythingbutI'veneverseenyouinactionsoIdon'tknowifyoustandachance."

Mom:"Okay"

Me:"Yes,souhm thesepeoplehavesomesortofundergroundroom withsnakesandvoodoo

shit.Theyarelikethedevils,andtheymakesacrificesfrom theirownchildrenunborntoadd.

Thehusbandimpregnatesthewifeandboom shemiscarriesinsideapoolofbloodthesnakes

feesofffrom that.Hencetheyareuntouched"

Theyalllookatmesurprised.

Dad:"Andwhendidyoufigurethisallout?"

Me:"Ijustdid"

AfterwhatSmiloandIdid,thatbeingalmostkillingourcousinandhisgirlfriendmom anddad

don'ttrustusmuchit'snotliketheydidbutit'sworsethistimearound.

Mom:"Okayyourstorychecksout,tomorrowwecallingMpenduloandSandisoheretodiscuss

thismatter"

Smilo:"Arewestillsidelined?"

Dad:"Youarestillmybabies,butwewillsurelyneedyou"

Mom:"Timetoburnthewitchesthen"

Ileanbackwithasmileonmyface,IlookatmytwinhestaresbackshakinghisheadIjustwink

athim.

NowallIneedtodoistomakesureShakaisn'tcaughtonthecrossfireifyouknowwhatI

mean.

Entry35

.

Ntombi

ThesoundofSenziscarwokemeup,ItwasadifferentoneIcouldhearbythesoundbutIknew

itwashim.Istayedgluedonthecouchnotknowingwhattodo,Imeanwehadn'ttalkedfordays

afterourargument,doIactangryorjustneutral?Iwasconflicted.IlookedatmyselfI'm in

pyjamasokaycoolthat'sfineatleasthewon'tthinkIgotreadyforhim.Whyisheevenhereat

thistimeofthenight?Iam inthemiddleofmystudies,Ishotupstraightwhenaknockcame

through.



Me:"Whoisit?"

"It'sme"

Howtypical,couldn'thehavesaidit'sSenzi.Iopenedthedoorwithastraightface.

Senzi:"Mami"

Me:"Senzangakhona"

Hefrowned.

Senzi:"MindifIcomein?"

Me:"Ido"

Senzi:"Understood,it'sabitcoldandIreallywannahavealongconversationwithyou"

Isighedandstoodaside,Ijustclosedthedoorbutendeduplockingit.KnowingSenzihemight

stayherelonger,Iadmitthoughhelookedreallygoodandhejusthadtosmellgreat.

Isatdownhedidtoo,Ijuststaredathim.Hesmiled.

Senzi:"Imissedthoseeyes"

Me:"Senzi"

Senzi:"Ireallydid"

Iwipedmypalmsonmythighs.

Me:"Justtalkplease"

Senzi:"IloveyouMami,IloveyousomuchIdoubtIwouldlivewithoutyou,matteroffactI

wouldn'tlivewithoutyou.There'sjustsomethingaboutyou,Ihavehadrelationshipsbeforeand

allthegirlslikedthethrilltheywantedustobeHarleyandJoker.Theyevenaskedmetoteach

them howtouseguns,theykilledwithme.AndIhaveexpectedthesamefrom youwhichis

wrongofme.Ishouldn'thavedonesomethinglikethatMami.Youpartofmylife,butyouaren't

them,I'm sorryIpushedyouitwasmorethanabadmovefrom aboyfriendthere'smanywaysI

couldjustifymyselfrightnowbutIwon'tgiveyouexcusesIdoubtyouwouldwantthat.Youare

mylifewithoutyouI'm dead,Iloveyoupleaseforgiveme"

BeforehecouldfinishthelastsentenceIwasstraddlinghim already.Iwantedtotellhim my

fears,butthelookinhiseyesmademebelieveheknewthem offbyheart.It'sasthoughhe

couldclearlyreadthemessagetheycarried.

Me:"IloveyouSenzi"



Senzi:"Iloveyoumore"

AtleastthistimearoundweonlycuddledalthoughIwokeupandhewasn'taround.Igotnews

thatmymom isgettingbetter,Ishouldgoseehersoon.

.

.

.

Amile

Smilobargesinsidemyroom.

Smilo:"Whatareyouupto?"

Me:"Regardingwhat?"

Smilo:"Isawyourresearch,who'smemorydoyouwanttoerase"

Me:"Youshouldstopstalkingmebrother"

Iyelled..

Smilo:"Amiledon'tdocrazyshit"

Me:"Ididn'tdoanything"

Smilo:"Youlikedanger,itwon'tendwell"

Heshakeshisheadandleaves.Ihalfruntomycar,Iwasn'tsureworkingtodaymeaningIhad

timetodowhateverIwanted.ItseemsShakahadameetingoutsidetownandwouldonlymake

itbackhomebyevening.Thesunhassetwhenhiscarapproached,myphonestartedringing.It

wasmymom.

Me:"Mother"

Mom:"Whereareyouwemeetingupnow?"

Me:"I'llbethereinanhourmother"

Mom:"Youbetterbe"

Shehungup,theplanwastoeliminatetheenemiestoday.Iheardhim getcloser,Iwasinsidea

truckitwasbigenoughtokillhim butIjustneededhim unconcious.Theroadhadonlyonecar

passingwhenyouhaveforgotten.Iranstraighttohim,hiscarswervedtotheside,Ijumpedoff

thetruckonlytofindhim groaninginagony.Ihadmyfacecovered,Iusedallmypowertoget

him outofhiscartothetruckthenIhadtoputthetruckonthetailandcarryit.Idroveoffin



highspeedwhenIwasdone,ItookadifferentrouteIdropppedthecaratanoldscrapyard

whichIdoubtwasevenused.ThenItookthetruckbacktowhereIrenteditunderfakeidentity.

Me:"Youaresuchabeautifulman"

Ibrushedhisface,hehadpassedoutlongagowewereinmyroom.Ihadcleaneduphis

woundsallIneedtodowaswaitforhim towakeup,justsoIcanknowhowmanymemory

erasingpillsIhadtogivehim.

"Bambo"Hiseyesshotopenhestruggledwithsititngup.

Me:"Becareful"

Shaka:"Whothefuckareyou?Whyam Itied?Untieme!"

SeemsIhadalotofworktodo.Iknockedhim outtheninjectedhim withsedativebefore

walkingout,Ihadfamilybusinesstohandle.

.

.

.

Smilo

Me:"Stillnothing"

Mpe:"Maybewebetteroffwithouther"

"You'dlikethatwouldn'tyoucousin?"

Shewalkedinwithherirritatingsmile,Istillthinksshesmokessomething.

Me:"Wherehaveyoubeen?"

Theolderbrotherjoinedus,helookeduninterestedineverythingtheguyhadapermanentscowl

likehow?There'ssomethingscaryabouthim,hemustbeinsomesortofacultheoozeswith

powerandauthority.

Sandiso:"OhtheQueenfinallygraceduswithherpresence"

Hesaidsarcastically.

Amile:"Areyoureferringtome?"

Helookedatherfrom headtotoe,helookdisgusted.

Senzi:"Younothingbutaqueenbelieveme"



Amilesfacedropped,ohIthinkIlikethenewcousins.Atleastsomeonecangethertoshutup.

Entry36

.

NozuluNyoka

IhadbeentryingtoreachLwam thewholeevening,hehasn'tcalledthewholedaybuthewasin

ameetinghewould'vetoldmewhenhewasnearer.Hisvoicewentstraighttovoicemail,Ididn't

wanttopanicandusemyabilitiesasyetincaseheischeatingordoingsomethingsinisterbut

hebetterbehere.Ihavepickedupsomething,nowhyismyeartinglingI'vebeengettingweird

vibestheentiredayhenceIreleasedonesnake.Incasesomethinghappenstomeormy

husband,itwillavengeme.Isitdownwithaglassofwineinmyhandstryinghardtonotpanic.

Itneedstofeedoffanyway.

.

.

.

Senzi

HearinghervoiceontheotherlinemademerealisethatI'm doingthisforhermorethanfor

me,shedoesn'tdeservetolivewithfear.Iwanthertowalkaroundfreelywithoutbeingafraid

thatshemightgetkilled.

Mami:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ihadalltherightreasonstolive,shecametomylifelikeawave.Iwasn'texpectingit,Istill

remembertheoutfitshehadonwhenIfirstsawherbackKwaMashu.Mpenduloonlytoldme

afterwekissedthatshelikedher,Ididn'tknowwhattosaybutIknewIcouldn'tleaveKayshe

wasalreadyapartofme.Thecarsweredrivingbehindme,NastyCEverythingwasblasting

throughmycarIhadabluntinonehandwhiletheotherheldthewheel.MusicandWeedhelps

whenI'm drivingorabouttokillpeople,itmakeskillingmorefun.Therestofthefamilyfound

meparkedoutsidethecarwithanotherbluntinmyhand.

Amile:"Howdoesthattaste?"

Ilookedather,she'sfamilybutdamnsheisirritating.

Me:"Youdon'tknow?"



Amile:"No,I'veonlytastedalcoholonceIendedupkillingsomeone"

Shetriedgivingmeawarninglook.

Me:"Wasthatawarninglook?"

Amile:"Dependsonhowyoutakeit"

Iclickedmytongueandopenedmycar,I'm notlisteningtohermadnessI'm toohighforher

nonsense.

Amile:"NiceRifle"

Me:"Stoptryingtomakeconversationswithme"

ShekeptquietbutIknewitwouldn'tlastlong,therewasstillnosignofmovementfrom the

house.

Amile:"MineisaKIMBERAEGISELITEPISTOLScostmeonlya1000dollarbutitshootslikea

motherfucker"

MpenduloandSmiloparkedinfrontofthehouse,theyweredrivingthetwofordrangerssothey

couldcarrythepetroltanks.

Aphile:"Everyoneisinposition?"

Me:"Bringthechopper"

Thesoundofthechoppergotlouder,itwasflyingontopofthehouse.Itdroppedthe100litres

petrolonthehouse.It'sgonnabesomuchfun.

.

.

.

Amile

IwatchedinaweastheChopperspilledthepetrol,Icouldsmellitfrom wherewewere.Sandiso

stoodontopofhiscar,IadmitIlikehisrifleitwasgoodlooking.Iwantedit,hetookoneclear

shotandlookedatitstartafire.Hedidn'tevenlookpleasedwithhimselfIwouldhavebeen

lookingcockyrightnow.MpeandSmilosprayedthefrontyardwithwhattheywerecarrying.

Thefirewasspreadingthroughoutthehouseandtheyard.Piercingscreamscamefrom inside,

someanimalistic;tooscaryandotherdeep,wewereallshockedwhenbabycriesjoinedittoo,a

secondlaterthescreamswereoutside.Isawmom getoutofthecarcockinghergunwiththe

backofhershoeandwalkingfast.Thatwassoincredible!Myjawwasonthefloor.Weheard

thesoundsofshooting,anenragedladycameoutrunningfrom theburninggatesshewas



screaminglikeamadwoman,itmustbethefire.Everyonegotintheircars,Iwasthelasttodrive

offduetostaringatShakaswife.Poorthing.Allthecarsweretakenaway.

Sandiso:"Allthat'sleftisforthelittlecousintoupdateus"

Hepointedatmewithhisblunt,whydoeshesmokethismuch.

Me:"OhI'm thelittlecousin"

Sandiso:"Yes"

Mom:"YesAmileweneedtoknowiftheybothdied,otherwisethelittleeffortwewentthrough

wouldbefonothing"

Shesaidandleft.

Me:"FineI'llfindoutwhoishandlingthecase,trytosucksomeinformation"

Smilo:"Theyshouldincludeyouintheircasestoo"

Me:"Youtoosmartmybrother,smarttoapointwhereyouarestupid.ImakearrestsIdon't

investigateyouidiot"

Sandiso:"Ididn'tknowNdabenislickedass"

Mytwinwasreallyenjoyingthishekeptlaughing.

Me:"Istillhavethisitchinesstokillyou"

Sandiso:"Goahead"

Iscreamedinfrustration.

Me:"Ihavebetterthingstolookatthanyou"

Ijumpedoffthedesk.

Sandiso:"Tsek!Hambaapha"

Icouldn'tevenunderstandhim,hecangotohell.

Entry37

.

4MonthsLater

Ntombi



Nothingmuchhaschanged,I'm happierwithlife.Senzihasbeenextremelybusygettingtrying

togethisproductsonthemarkethesettledwithopeninganexclusiveshopinBallito.Iadmitit

seemstobeworkingoutperfectly,andtherecommendationsarerathertoohigh.Todayismy

birthdayandmom isfinallycomingoutoftherehabtomorrow,partofmethinksshestayed

therefortoolongIjusthopeit'sokayforher.

Sue:"HappyBirthday"

Wehavebecomethebestoffriendsalthoughsheisn'taSenzifanIloveherstill,Busiisstilla

goodfriendbutthenwedon'ttalkmuchwearebothbusy.

Me:"Thankyou"

Wehugged.

Sue:"Iboughtyousomething,it'stinybutperfectforyou"

Me:"Jesungyasaba(I'm scared)"

Itookthebox,Senziscarparkedinfrontofus.

Me:"Aren'tyougoingtoridewithus?"

Sue:"Nobabe"

Me:"Why?"

Shelookedatmeblankly,I'veneveraskedreasonsnotthatIdidn'twanttobutIwasn't

interested.SuelovesfreeridesbutyouwillneverseeheragreeingtogetinsideSenziscar.

Sue:"Let'snottalkaboutthatrightnow"

Me:"Iwanttoknow"

InfactIwasgoingtoaskSenzitoobutIwantedtohearSuefirst.Sheshookherheadandleft

mestandinglikeanidiot,Igotinsidethecarafterputtingthegiftattheback.

Senzi:"Hey"

Me:"HiHowareyou?"

Senzi:"Great,didyouhaveagoodday?"

Me:"Idid,Althoughmyfrienddoesn'twanttocrosspathswithyou"

Senzi:"Whichfriend?"

Me:"Sue,what'sthedealbetweenthetwoofyou?"



Senzi:"Whatdidshetellyou?"

Hewasslowlyincreasingthecarsspeed,notthatIcaredthough.

Me:"Whydoyouwanttoknowwhatshesaid?"

Hissuddenangerassuredmethatwhateveroccuredbetweenthetwoofthem wasreallydeep.

Iwassittinginmyusualpositionin,myeyesburninghisskin.Finallyhesloweddownandparked

thecarontheside,hesighedoutloudly.

Senzi:"Sheismyexbabymama"

Aminuteofsilencepassed.

Me:"Suehasnochild"

Senzi:"Shedid,wedid"

Hebrusheshiseyebrow,hisvoicewasbreaking.Heavoidedlookingatme.

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?Whereisthebaby?"

Helaidhisheadonthesteeringwheel.

Senzi:"Uhm 7yearsagoIwas21Suewas17,Ihadalwaysknownherbecausewestayinone

place.ButIfinallygotacloserlook,shewasprettyreallybeautiful.Thetypeofbeautifulthat

mademegawkandhavenoshameatall,hersmilewasthecherryontop.Shehadthiscrazy

laughter,itwashorriblebutIlikeditbecauseitcamefrom herlipsandwheneverthatsound

escapedherlipsIknewIwasthereason.Iwasstillnewintheindustryoflovinggunsandfast

cars,Ididn'tevenhaveanenemyoranything.Suewasaloveroffastcarstoo,shecomplimented

meineveryway.Shewasthefemaleversionofme,shewouldrescuemefrom timetotimethen

tellmehowstupidIwas.1yeardownthelinewewerestillverymuchinlove,Iwasmakingmore

moneyhavinggottenbackfrom thestateswhereIwasstudyinghelpedtoobecauseIknew

otherwaystogainanincome.Suegotpregnant,ourfamiliesweren'thappybutwewere.She

gavebirthtoJunior,SenzangakhonaJunior"

Hisentirebodyvibrated,hereIwaslisteningtomyboyfrienddescribehisloveformyfriend.It

hurtbutseeinghim crymademeforgetallthejealousy.Itriedtouchinghim butstopped.

Senzi:"Hewasonly4monthsoldwhenaguyIhadafalloutwithsentgoonstotheplacewe

werestayingat.Ifoundthem bothlayingonapoolofblood,Juniorwasgonehismotherwas

unconscious.Shetriedprotectinghim,theypulledagunonafuckin4monthsold"

Helooksatme,Idon'tknowwhattosaysoIjustcry.Seeinghim likethisishurtingme.

Senzi:"Mysondiedbecauseofme,Sueneverwantedanythingtome.Afteralltheseyearsshe

stillhatesmyguts"



IhavesomanyreasonstowhyI'm cryingrightnow,firstlytheydidn'tbreakup,thesepeoplewere

morethaninlove,theyhadababytogether,datedforyearsit'salottotakein.

Me:"I'm sosorry"

Isoftlycaressseshisback,helayshisheadonmythighandcriesloudlyandmorepainfully.At

leastIknowheishuman,butIhateseeingmymanlikethis.

Me:"Ithaspassedbaby,it'sallinthepast.Lookatme"

Heboltsupwipingawaythetears,Isitontopofhim andcuphisface.

Me:"Youareaman,myman.YouarestrongerthananyoneI'veeverseen,lookyousurvivedit.

Youarecryingnowbutyouwon'tcryagainforthesamething.IthurtsIknow,ithurtsmetoo

deeply.Butthisisn'tyou,youareHorrorrememberthat"

Heengulfsme,almostcrushingmyboneswithhistightgriparoundmywaist.Ihughim backas

breathlesasIam heletsmegofinally.

Senzi:"Thankyou"

Igivehim ashallowsmile,hewipesmytearsthenhelpmebacktomyseat.Mymindisstill

revolvingonthefactthattheycomplimentedeachother,theydon'thateeachother,whatifSue

comestoarealisationthatshestillloveshim.Soheistheexshesmokedweedwith,There's

nothingwehaveincommonwithSenziabsolutelynothing.I'm hopingitdoesn'tmakehim love

meanyless.

Iwasstaringoutsidethewindow,thecarhadstoppedwewereintrafficlikes.Iwasslowly

driftingoffbutmyeyescaughtsomething.Withoutthinking,Ijumpedoffthecarandrantothe

beggeremptyingbins.Hesawmeapproach,Iwasrunningtowardshim.ButIgotweakwhenI

sawhisstate,hewasahomelessman?

Me:"Baba"

Entry38

.

Ntombi

Helooksatmeforalongtime,Idon'tthinkanyofusknowwhattosay.

Baba:"Ntombiyam"

Hiseyesmovefrom metosomethingbehindme,Iknowit'sSenzi.



Me:"Whyareyouhere?"

Hesmiles,helookswayolderthanheshouldbe.Hesmellshorrible,histeethchangedcolour

evenhisskinbutIreallywannahughim.

Senzi:"Honey"

Me:"Thisismyfather"

Helooksatmethenbackatmydad,hepullsouthishandfrom hispockettheyshakehands.

Senzi:"Ithinkweshouldgoinsidethecarsoyoutwocancatchup"

Me:"OK,baba"

Baba:"Idon'tthinkI'm intheperfectshapetogetinsidethecar"

Senzi:"Idon'tmindBaba"

Hereluctantlywalkstothecar,Itellhim toseatatthefrontbutherefusesandsettlesforthe

backseat.Wedrivesilentlybacktomyhouse.

Me:"Youcanbathsolong,Iwillmakeyousomething"

Ishowhim thebathroom,Ihopeheknowshowitworks.Isitdowninthekitchenmassagingmy

temples.

Senzi:"Youokay?"

Me:"Idon'tknowmyfatherwasastreetman,doyouknowhowrichthatmanwas?"

Senzi:"I'm surehehasalltherightanswers,I'llgetmyclothesforhim"

Healwayskeepsextraclothesinthecar,Idon'tknowforwhat.Hegivesthem tohim thecome

back.

Me:"Thisisn'thowIhadplannedtospendmy20th"

Senzi:"Maybeyoushouldletyourfatherrest"

Me:"Whatifhestealssomething,GodforgivemebutIdon'ttrusthim"

Whyismydaylikethis?.

"SHIT!andmom iscomingbacktomorrow"

Senzi:"Don'tbestressed,wewilldriveyourfathertomyapartment.It'ssaferthereandyouwill

findawaytotellyourmom whenshegetshere"



InsteadofrespondingIcry,it'sbeen2fullyearssincehewalkedoutwithoutsayinggoodbye.

Hedidn'teventextorcallmebuthereheisrightnow.SenzihugsmetillI'm done,it'sjustcrying

daynje.Nx!AndBusiexpectsmeatherplacetonightaswell,what'sthislifeI'm living?

Dadfinallyemergesfrom thebathrobesdressedinSenzisclothes,hehasreallylostweight.At

leasthesmellsgood.

Baba:"It'syourbirthdaytodayright?"

HesmilesIdon'treturnit.

Me:"Pleaseeat,youwillbesleepinginKingsburgh"

Helooksaround,Iknowhewantstoaskaboutmom butIwon'tlethim.Sheisn'thisconcern

anymore,hebrokeher,hebrokeme.Thestrugglesheputusthrough.

Baba:"Thankyou"

Me:"Let'sgo"

Hestoodup,wegottoSenzisplace.

Senzishowedhim around.

Me:"I'm goingtocomeback"

Henodded.

Senzi:"Whatareyougoingtodoaboutyourfather?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Ihonestlyhadnoidea,Ican'tmothermyfathertoo.Ijustdon'tknow.

.

.

.

Amile

5monthsofmetryingtoeraseShakasmemory,ithasworkedbutIjustkeptgoingandwellhe

forgoteverything.2monthsbackwestartedkissing,butweeventuallystopped.Thatwasuntil

heclaimedhisinterest,whichIhavebeenlongingforimpatiently.Hepartedmyslitwithhis

fingers,stilllookingatmeasheinsertedone.Imoanedsoftly.Hepositionedontopofme,he

rubbedhistipfirstthenslowlypushedit.WhenIam comfortableenoughhe'dtryagain.

Iletoutonescream andthatwasit,myhymenbroke.HehadtakenmyvirginityandIwashappy



withit.

Shaka:"Areyouokay?"

Inodded,hekissedmyforeheadandgotup.Iwaswaitingforhim tocomebackwhenIheard

somethingbangitselfagainsttheslidingdoor.Itookmygunandgotofthebed.

Me:"Ouch!"

Myvaginawasburningup,butIwenton.Ipulledthecurtainasideonlytocomefacetofacewith

ananaconda,thiscannotbeanormalsnake.Itwassobigandsoblack.Shit!!!

.

.

.

OnemoreViewfrom AmilethenwesayinggoodbyetoherPOV:)

Entry39

.

Ntombi

Ikeptgoingonthinkingmode,IjustfeltlikeI'm carryingawholelotofburden.Ijustwanttobe

myownpersonforoncewithoutoverlookingeveryone'slifeandworryingaboutpeople.

Senzi:"Areyouokay?"

Wewerehavingdinneroutsidethehouse,inthemiddleofthemaze.Thewerelightsaroundus

soIcouldseeclearly,itwasromanticbuttheguyswithgunsdidn'tseatmewell.Iwasyetto

askmorequestionsaboutSuejustnotyet.

Senzi:"Icooked"

Ismiledashedishedup.

Me:"Thislooksgood"

Westarteddigginginoverlightconversations,wedidn'thavetablemanners.

Senzi:"Happybirthdaymylove"

Hegavemeabox,thesilverneckpieceshinedithaddiamondstudsonthefrontengravedon

topof'Kay'.



Me:"Baby"

Ihuggedhim.

Senzi:"It'stimeformetogonow"

Hewasgoing'somewhere'fartohandlesome'business'Ididn'tdigthrough,Idon'twantto

entertainthatpartofhislifeit'snoneofmybusinessanyway.

Me:"Already"

Senzi:"Yeah"

Busitextedtellingmetopullthrough,IwonderwhatherandSuehadplanned.IwonderhowI

willbehaveinfrontofherknowingI'm datingherboyfriend,I'm actuallywonderedifweare

friendsbecauseshewantstobeupdatedaboutourrelationshiporshereallylovesme.Ifshe

didn'tlovemeI'dreallybeheartbrokennolie.OnourwaytotheBusisIgotacallfrom moms

hospital,itwasherwishingmeahappybirthday,shewasreallyexcitedaboutseeingme

tomorrowIstillwastoobuthavingtotellheraboutmyfatherjuststressedme.Senzihanded

methekeys.

Me:"Aren'tyoudrivingit?"

Senzi:"Iwantyoutobeabletodriveyourselfhome"

Me:"Don'tbesillyIcanrequest"

Senzi:"It'ssaferthiswaypleasetakeit,makesureit'snotwhenyouaredrunk"

OhI'm beingprotectedIguess,atleastitwastheblackandbluei8Ithinkthisoneisnew.We

exchangedhowwefeelandafewkissesthenIwentinside.Mytwofriendscametome

immediatelybothofthem huggingandkissingme.

Busi:"BringyourbagandeverythingI'lllockthem up"

Me:"Whyissofullhere?"

Busi:"Nkosi"

Shegavemean'I'm sorry'look,Ithoughtthiswasmyparty.

Sue:"Let'sgogetsomeshotssolong."Sheledmetothekitchentherewasabartender

even,whatisthis?Igulpeddownthosebitterdrinks,myheadfeltlightimmediately,thisthing

justheatedmyentirebody.Asifthepartycouldn'tshakememore,Smilomadehiswaytome

smilinglikearetard.Theeyes!I'm goingtohatethem soon,Iforesee.

Smilo:"Sohowoldareyou?"



Me:"Olderthanyouare"

Smilo:"Mhhm Ithoughtwehadgottenclosethepastmonths"

Me:"Youthoughtwrong"

Smilo:"Okaysisterinlaw,IhaveyourgiftwithmeI'llgiveittoyoulater.Happybirthdayonce

again"

Heflashedmeabigsmilethenwalkedaway,okayI'm overstressedandthisboyisaddingonto

it.IhavesomuchtodrinkforandthefactthatSueishereismakingmefeeluneasy,Ishould

talktohersometime.

.

.

.

Ipointedthegunatit,onlytohaveitpusheddown.

Me:"Letmekillit"

Shakaheldafirm hold,Hepulledthegunawayfrom me.

Shaka:"Don'tkillit"

Weirdlyithadstoppedhittingtheslidingdoor,itwasstandingonit'stailwhilemostofitdidazig

zagonthefloor.Iwasgoingtobetraumatisedforeverhowdiditmakeitherewithoutbeing

noticedorkillinganyone,thepoliceshouldbehuntingitdownalready.Boththeireyesdidn't

movefrom oneanother.

Shaka:"Itwon'thurtyou"

Me:"It'safuckinsnakeShark"

Shaka:"Itjustwantsyoutobrushit"

Me:"Itcrackedyourdoor"

Hedroppedthegunandheldmywristreallytight,Ididn'tknowhehadthisamountofstressI

couldn'tevenfightthegrip.Itwasasthoughmyentirebodywasparalysedashepulledme

towardsthedoorandopenedit.Itslitheredtowardsus,Istoodtherefrozenwhilelookingupatit.

Shakawasthefirsttorubthetopofitshead,itcametomeIjustlookedatit.Ithissedthen

lookedatme,it'seyesblazedIgotconfusedforasecondwhensuddenlyIfeltdrawntoit..it's

beautywasmesmerising,itwasdrawingmein,myhandslowlyfoundthetopofitshead.It



scalesfeltsmoothunderneathmyhands.

Me:"Iloveit."

.Entry40

.

Senzi

Iwalkedinsidetheroom withmygloveson,Iwasfeelingsomehowveryangryandirritable.

Me:"I'm supposedtobewithmygirlfriendbecauseit'sherbirthdayyouknow"

IyelledatBones.

Bones:"Ididn'tthinkitwouldappropriateifwediditalone"

Ishothim adeadstare.

Me:"YouseehowMpeisrightnowcanyoudothattoo?"

Hesatdown,Iturnedtheseataroundtofindmymeatuntouched.

Me:"WherethefuckisRodriguez?"

Hescreamed,hewashisrighthandthesesonofabitcheswentdeadquietonlytocomeforme

whenIleastexpectedit.Theytriedstealingthemerchandise,themerchandiseIcameupwithon

toptriedtocomeaftermygirlfriendwhatshit?

Me:"Paulwherethefuckisyourboss?"

Hiseyeswidened.

Paul:"Idon'tknowlastIheardhewasinDoha"

Inodded.Ipulledaseatformetogetherwiththebucketfilledeithburningcoalandthesmall

sizedshovel.

Me:"Ihadcontemplatedbetweenacidandcoal,butacidwouldbetooeasy"

Idugfrom themiddle,placingthehotmetalwiththecoalontopofhisthighs.Hescreamedin

agony,thisexcitedmeitalwaysdoes.

Me:"Paul!!"



Paul:"Fine!I'lltellyou"

Imovedit,Isawthecrewmovetheyprobablywereshockedbymyaction.I'm notthatlenient.

Me:"Yes"

Ibrushedhisbeard.

Paul:"HeisinSeychelles"

Me:"Andyouprobablyknowwhereaboutright?"

Paul:"YesI'llgiveyouallthedetailsifyoupromisetoletmego"

Ichuckled.He'scute.

Me:"Idon'tmakeemptypromises"

Paul:"ThenIwon'ttellyouanything"

Hewasn'tgoingtosayathinganyway.Ishovedthecoalinsidehispantsandwatchedhisballs

spillfrom theheat,that'llteachhim tonotbeadick.

Me:"FindmeRodriguez"

Iwatchedthefuckerslowlylosehislife,whatabeautifulsight.

.

.

.

Ntombi

Thepartywassomuchfun,IhavebeensointerestedintalkingtoSuebutIthinkthealcoholis

overshadowingmysenses.

Busi:"Ididn'tthinkitwouldbethisfundrinkingindoors"

Ilaugh.

Me:"MeneitherbutI'm okaywiththis"

Shepulledmeasidewherethenoisewasn'tasloud.

Busi:"Areyouokay?Youdrinkinglikeamaniac"



Me:"I'm fineit'smybirthdaysowhynot?"

Busi:"YouknowI'm hereright?"

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhersuddenlyfeelingsomehow.

Me:"Thankyou"

Shehuggedmebacktighter.

Sue:"Heyguysit'stimeformetoleavenow"

Me:"Weren'tyougoingtostaythewholenight?"

Sue:"Unfortunatelynot,myuberisalreadyhere"

Me:"OkayI'llseeyouandthankyouforthis"

Ihugher.

Sue:"Ihopeyouloveyourgift"

Me:"I'm yettoopenit"

Ican'tbelieveIgotthatdistractedshesmileswidelyandleaves.

Busi:"Somybrothersfriend,he'sbeencheckingyouout"

Ilaughoutloud.

Me:"HeisSandisoscousinhleBusi"

Busi:"Iknowbutstill"

Ibrushheroff,I'm suddenlyfloatingonairandtheytakemetolivingroom.There'ssomething

likeastageinthemiddle.

Nkosi:"AstheMCI'dliketowishmadam ahappybirthday,andtoaskhertoeitherstripordoa

lapdanceortake4shotsoftequila"

Myeyesarewideopen,IlookatBusishejustshrugs.Stripping?Never,LapDance?towhom?4

shotsI'm alreadytoodrunkIdon'twannapassoutinthemiddleofmyparty.

Me:"Lapdance"

Nkosi:"Goodchoicedowehaveanyvolunteers?"

TheguysyellbutSmilodecidestojustjumponstagefirst.

Smilo:"I'dliketostripforherplease"



Hesayssmilingathisfriend.

Nkosi:"Sorrybroitaintyourbirthday,youcangiveheralapdancethough"

Smilo:"Verywell"

Aloudsongbooms,Ican'tevenmakeoutthewordswiththeloudbuzz.Smilostartshislap

danceifthat'swhatheisdoing,Iam justlaughingathim.Heissostiffbuttheconfidenceison

steroids.Ifeelhisbreathfanmyneck,Hebitesonmyskin.Imoaninvoluntary.

Hestaresdeeplyinmyeyeswithhissmilingones.

Smilo:"Iwannakissyou"

Hewhispers.

Me:"Don't"

Thatdidn'tevensoundconvincingandbeforeIknowit,hislipsaresmashingagainstmine.They

feellikethunderI'm probablylightingbecausetheyaregoingwelltogether,itjustgetstoodeepI

pushhim offandstepdownasfastIcould.IseeBusisjawonthefloorandthecrowdis

cheering.There'sgonnabeadeadbodyforsure.

Entry41

.

Busi

Me:"Whythefuckdidyoudothat?"

IaskedSmiloandpushedhim off.

Smilo:"I'm sorry"

Me:"Youareanobsessedmotherfucker"

IclickedmytongueandranafterNtombi.Ifoundhercryingandvomiting.Shewasclearlyoutof

it,thestuntpulledbyNkosi.Whatarethesekidstryingtodothough?

Me:"Thembeka"

Thenji:"Senziwillkillme"

Me:"Youdon'thavetotellhim"



Ikeptrubbingherback,shesatuprightwhilestillcryinghysterically.EishNkosi.

Me:"Comelet'sgoputyoutobed"

Shenoddedwhilewipinghertears.

Thenji:"WillIforgetaboutthiswhenIwakeup?"

Shethrewherselfonthebed.

Me:"Nosweetieyouwon't"

Itookoffhershoesandtuckedherin,shewasstillwhimpering.IwillmurderNkosi.Ifoundthem

playingsomebeerpong,thisAmericankidisbringingweirdgameshere.Ipulledhim bytheear

tothebalcony.

Nkosi:"AyimanBusi"

Me:"Areyoucrazy?!"

Nkosi:"WhatdidIdo?"

Me:"IknowyouandSmiloplannedthatstunt,ThembekahasaboyfriendNkosi"

Nkosi:"IknowandIwillapologisetoherinthemorning"

Me:"Andgetthesepeopleoutofherethepartyisover"

.

.

.

Sue

WhenIsawtheneckpieceonNtombischestmyheartached,it'sbeenyearsyetIstilllovehim

thesame.IgenuinelywantedtobefriendswithNtombisheisanicepersonbutIfeellikeI'm

startingtoresenther.Andthat'snotme.

Mom:"Sumileareyouokay?"

Ishookmyheadandsatupright.

Me:"IstillloveHorrorma"

Shesquintedhereyes,herwarm handssqueezingminesoftly.

Mom:"Ithoughtyouhadmovedon"



Me:"Ithoughtsotoobecausehewasn'tseriouswithanyone,thegirlheiswithalsohappensto

bemyfriend"

Mom:"Youdidn'tbefriendherforthatreasondidn'tyou?"

Ishakemyhead,sheismymomssister.ShetookmeinafterIlostJuniorandhasbeenmy

mothersince,allherkidscallhermom andIendedupusingthesamenametoo.

SandisoorSenzangakhonaashehadintroducedhimselftoNtombiwasn'tasheartlessasheis

now,It'ssurpisingbecauseheiscoldIdidn'treallythinkhewouldloveagain.Ihonestlyhopedhe

wouldcomebacktomeeventually,buthelovesNtombiinfacttheyloveeachother.Heclosed

ourchapterlongagoandI'm stillnotevenhalfdonewithit.

Me:"WhatwillIdomama?"

Ilayonherlapwhileshehushesme,it'smidnightandI'm cryingovermybestfriendsboyfriend.

Life.

.

.

.

Senzi

Me:"SlayerandThunder,thisiswhereRodriguezisIneedhim untouched"

Isaidkickingofftheheadblockingmyway.

Me:"Someonecleanthisfuckinmessrightnow!"

IhadtocutoffanumberofheadstofinallygettoRodriguezexactlocation,therewerepeople

watchinghim formethereallSlayerandThunderhadtodowastobringhim here.Iwashedmy

handsandremovedthet-shirt.OneofthepeopleIhiredtowatchKayrantome,helooked

nervous.HeshouldbeI'm notinmybestmoods,torturingdifferentpeopletheentirenightis

tiringalthoughthesoundoftheircriedisintriguingandsoundslikealullaby.

Me:"What?"

Hehandedmetheenvelopeandranoff,Iscowledassessingit.Idon'ttrustpeopleinmylife,ifit

wasn'tharmfulitwouldn'thavegottentomebutyoucanneverbesafe.Iopenedit.

Me:"Fuckinhell!"

Ikickeddownthestatuenexttome.

Me:"Bringmycar!"



Mpendulorantome,Ikeptseeingthefuckersmotheringmygirlfriend.Thosebitches,I'llkill

them both.

Mpe:"Gazilookatme"

Ibitmyfist,madwasnothingcomparabletowhatIwasfeeling.Ineededtokillsomething.I

cockedmygunandshotthenearesthelper,theguardscamerunningandtookhim.Ibreathedin

andoutheavily.

Me:"I'm fine"

Mpe:"Don'tgoyet,waittillsheissober"

Me:"Iwanthertogettohelldrunk,infactIwantthem towatcheachotherdiewhoeverdieslast

canenduremorepain"

Mpe:"Sleepitoffyou'llfeeldifferentlyaboutthiswholething"

Hewasabouttoactlikemyfather,Iangrilystompedupthestairs.Ifoundmynormalphoneand

calledAphile.

Aphile:"Sands"

Me:"MamNcane,inganeyakhoayifundeukuziphatha(yourchildshouldlearntorestrain

himself)"

Aphile:"Whathappened?"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Ngzombulala(I'llkillhim)"

Ihungupandswitchedoffmyphone,Ispentafuckinhourtryingtothink.Itwasonly4:53am,a

drunkardisstillasleep.Fuckit!WhydoIevencare?Itookthegusheshekeysandwent

downstairstobewelcomedbyalmosteveryoneinthefamily.Ipassedthem allandwenttothe

garage,5carswereparkedthereblockingmyview.Ilaughedandcrouched,Istoodupand

laughedagain.Seanoneofmytrustedguardswasstandingnearbyasalways.

Me:"Seanblowallthesecarsupforme"



Entry42

.

Aphile

Mpenduloranpastus,wefollowedhim.IfSandisowasmychildIwouldhavekilledhim but

knowingthepeopleofthisfamilyheiscapableofmurderingmychild.Iswearifhetouches

Smilohewilllosehislife,Iwon'tthinktwice.

Ethan:"Thisboyisinsane"

HewasfightingMpendulowhotriedholdinghim,oneoftheguardswalkedoutcarryingbombs.

Me:"Whatthefuckareyoudoingwiththat?"

Hejustlookedatmeblankly.

Mpe:"Brodon'tdrivelikethis"

IwatchedSandisocalm down,heclearlylovedNtombiandIcan'tbegintoimaginehowheis

feelingrightnow.Andthebetrayalmightbeworsecauseheishisfamily.

Senzi:"FineI'llgocalm down"

Hepushedpastusandwentinside.

Aiden:"Thatboyhasaloosescrew"

Ilookedathim,hewasEthanstwinlessnotoriousIthinkbuttheywereprettymuchthesame.

Me:"HeisjustatypicalNdabeni,Mpendulohowdidyougettohim?"

Mpe:"HadtosayI'llbringhim here,knowinghim he'dpurposelydriveinfrontofatruck"

Me:"Mpendulothat'snotnormal"

Helookedreallyworried.

Mpe:"Ithinkhe'llbefine,thankyouguysforcoming"

Me:"Hearinghim sayhe'llkillhisowncousinworriedme,whatifhekillsNtombi"

Idon'tknowthetypeofchildrenIgavebirthtoo,Amileisacaseonherown.Shegivesusmoney

almosteveryweekbutdoesn'tevencomehome,IwanttogoPIonherbutIthoughtotherwise.

WeendedupleavingMpendulowithhiscousinwiththehopesofnothavingadeadbodylater,

asforSmiloI'llkillhim.It'snoteven6am yet.

.



.

.

Ntombi

TheheadacheIhadwokemeupsoearly,Iwasstilldressedinyesterdaysclothes.Ineededto

eat,mymouthtastedhorrible,Iwasjustuncomfortablewithmybodyrightnow.Ipressedthe

padsofmyfingersagainstmyforeheadandwalkedtothekitchen.Idrankwaterwhichdidn't

evenseem tobeworking,maybeIshouldgotobedagain.Aknockcamethrough,Ididn'teven

knowifIshouldopenornotbutthepersonwaspersistent.Iopenedthedooronlyatleastthey

won'tkidnapme.

Me:"Mpendulo"

Mpe:"Hey"

Icouldn'tevenhidemysurprise.Helookedworriedandtiredatthesametime.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?IsSenziokay?"

Heblinks,Shit!HemustknowwhatIhavedone.Ipanickedimmediately.

Mpe:"Uhm gogetyourthingsI'm takingyouwith"

Me:"Iseverythingokay?"

Hisfacialexpressionhardened.

Mpe:"Justtakeyourthingsplease"

IsighindefeatandheadtoBusisroom,shestirredthenlookedatme..

Busi:"Whattimeisit?"

Me:"Almost7,Ihavetogo?"

Shefurrowedhereyebrowsbalancingherweightwithherelbows.

Busi:"Now?"

Me:"Yeah"

Busi:"Okayletmeunlocktheburglarguardforyou"

Me:"Busi,Thankyouforlastnightthepartyandeverythingelse"

Shebrushesmyshoulder....



Mpenduloisquietalltheway,IknowwearedrivingtoSenzisandIalsoknowthatthisisn'thim

missingme.

Me:"What'sgoingonMpe?"

Mpe:"YoufuckedupMapakisha,IlikedyouandIlikeyouformybrotheraswellitseemsallthe

Ndabenimanareattractedtoyou.Senzimightkillhisownbloodbecauseofyou,Idon'teven

knowwhatyouwillsaytojustifyyourselfbutI'm guaranteethatit'sonlyyouwhocancalm him

down"

Me:"Whatifhekillsme?"

Mpe:"Hewon't"

Hesaysandcontinuesdriving,Iam temptedtocallSueandaskherforpointersbutthat'sjust

stupidnjestraight.WhenIgettothehouseIcanbarelywalkbecauseofnerves,andnot

forgettingthishangover.Thesongboomsfrom aroundthehouse

'Ngifel'ukuthingyakthandakubekuyangam ngabekadengahamba(ngyazfelangawe)

Angisenawonamandlaokuyekelelaoksalayongyakthanda'

MybreathhitchesI'm onthevergeoftearsandIknowit'sguiltwantingtocrawlupmythroat.

"Mami"

Hesaysfrom behind,IletgoofthedoorhandleandturnaroundasslowlyasIcould.Wheredid

hecomefrom?

Me:"Senzihi"

Hetakesstepsforward,Iseehim clenchinghisjawIremainedgluedontheground.

Senzi:"Whydidyoudoit?"

Me:"Itwasn'tintentional"

Senzi:"Youlethim doit"

Hisvoicebreaks,heishurtingandangryIdon'tthinkit'sacombinationespeciallywiththat

lookofdeathanddisgustonhisface.HeraiseshishandIreactquicklyonlytofinditfisted..

Me:"I'm sorry"

Irespondbreathlessly,inablinkofaneyehegrabsmywristsandthrowsmeoverthebalcony.

IclosemyeyeswhilescreamingexpectingtohearathudorfeelmyselfdiebutinsteadI'm

danglingintheair.



Senzi:"Didyoulikeit?"

Ilookdown,tearsarevoluntaryfallingIcantastedeathwiththetipofmytongue.Thesongs

swallowsmycriesbutwecanheareachother.

Me:"Senziplease"

Itryholdinghisotherhandthentherailbuttheyaretoofar.IdoubtyellingHelpwilldome

good,noonewillhear.

Me:"Senzipleasedon'tletmegoplease"

Senzi:"Whyshouldn'tI?"

There'salotIwanttoblurtout,maybethefactthatIdidn'tfuckhiscousinbutmymindhas

otherthoughts.

Me:"I'm pregnant"

Iutteredimpulsivelyandwatchedhisexpressionchangeslowly,hequicklypulledmeupmy

kneeshitthefloorpainfully.HewillprobablykillmewhenItellhim I'm lying.

Entry43

.

Ntombi

Senzi:"Whatdidyousay?"

Ilookathim withmyheavyeyes,IthinkI'm goingtodiefrom thisheadachebeforeheshoots

me..

OkayIdecidetojustbemute,Idon'tknowhowtocoverwhatIjustsaidup.I'm goingtoactmute

tillIfigureoutwhatI'm goingtosay.

Senzi:"Gocleanyourselfup,youreekofalcohol,wewillhavetotalkaboutwhyyoudrank"

Hismoodsuddenlyhadchangedtosomethingabitsweet.Hewasabouttowalkawaybut

stopped,helaughedandshookhishead.

Senzi:"Didn'tItakeyouforanimplant?"

Iswallowthebilerisingfrom thebacktheofmythroatinsteadofrespondingIgetupandgoto

hisbedroom leavinghim standingthere.Istripandenterthebathroom,Idecidetoshower

insteadthattubistoobigformeonly.AndI'm usedtoSenzibathingwithme.Islidemyback



againstthewalltillmybuttlandsonthecoldfloor,Icovermyface.Iam startingtofearmyown

boyfriend,somethingIneverwishedforfrom myfirstboyfriend.

"Kay"

Me:"Leavemealone"

Senzi:"Whydidyoujustlieaboutbeingpregnant?"

Me:"ThatwasmesavingmylifeSenzi"

Iseehim standingbytheshowerdoorhishandsagainsttheglass,thewateriscascadingdown

mybodyrealnice.

Senzi:"Iwasn'tgoingtokilllyouIjustwantedthetruth"

Me:"That'snothowyougetsomeonetotalk!Ifthat'showyoudopeopleonyourlifethenyou

arewrong.Youshouldn'tdothattoyourgirlfriend!YoutreatedmelikeIstolefrom you,you

wantedtokillme"

Thelastpartcomesoutasawhimper,I'm hystericalagain.Theshowerdooropenshesteps

insidestillfullydress.Icanhearmusicplayingsoftly.

'It'syounobodyelsecanhavemyheartonlyyoucanhaveit,

Whenyou'rearoundIfeelsafeinyourarmsIdon'tneedtopanic,

It'syoux4

Onlyyoucanhaveit.

Ilookintoyoureyesyoulookintomyeyeswhatwefeelismagic'

Senzi:"Iwouldneverdosomethinglikethat"

Me:"Youmademeabaitwithouttellingme,Iforgaveyouafteryousworetoneverdosomething

likethat.Ineedanormalboyfriendnotthisobsessiveone,youcan'tkeepthinkingI'm something

topuppetwith.Ibleedbloodnotwater,Idon'tknowhowmanylivesyouhavebutIhaveone.

YouknowhowIfeelaboutthislifeofyoursbutneverhaveIwantedtoleavebecauseIlove

you,Yousworetoneverdosomethinglikethatagain.YouarenotsomeoneIwannabewith"

Iprobablydon'tmakesensebutIhatehim rightnow,Igetimagesofhowhepushedmetoa

crossfire.Thereweresomanypossibilitiesofmedyingthatdaybuthestillpushedme.

Senzi:"Areyoishiftingtheblame?"

Mymouthfalls.



Me:"Isthatwhatyouthink?"

Hedoesn'trespondinsteadscowlsdeeply.

Me:"Thenyoumustbedumb,itwasjustakissIsharedaSmiloonethatdidn'tlastfor10

seconds.Yoursourcedidn'teventellyouhowitstartedbuthemadeitseem asthoughthekiss

wassomethingthatjusthappened.Fuckit!Whyam Ievenexplainingmyself?"Istandup"I'm

toohungoverforthis"

Istepoutoftheshower,findatowelthenheadtoanotherbathroom.Ishowerquicklyandgoto

hisroom,Ifindhim sittingonthebedhiseyesfollowmyeverymove.Theweatherislikemy

mood,Iwearleggingsandanoverlappinglooseturtleneckwithankleboots.

Me:"BorrowmeonecarIneedtogetmymom"

Senzi:"Let'stalkplease"

Ilookathim asmirk.

Me:"Idon'tthinkyoulostmillionswhenyousaidthat,that'swhatyoushouldhavesaid"

I'm reallyhungoverandsleepyforthis.It'sonly8or9Itoldmom we'llgethermiddaybutIcan't

stayhere.

Senzi:"Ishouldn'thavedonewhatIdidMamiI'm sorry"

Hetakesstepsforward.

Me:"Getawayfrom me"

ItrytosoundasintimidatingasIcan.

Senzi:"Please"

IalmostlosemysenseswhenhetouchesmebutIyankhishandoff,it'snotnicehowthetables

haveturnedbutthisgangsterlifeisn'tmine.

Me:"LetmegoSenzi,I'llrequestanuber"

Senzi:"Atleasthavesomethingtoeat"

Me:"Iknowwherethekitchenis"

Itakemybelongingsandheaddownstairs,Iaskthecheftomakemesomethinggreasy.Ifinda

textfrom Smilo,hesaysheisprofuselysorryhewashighlyintoxicatedandreallywantedtokiss

mebutheshouldn'thaveexpectedthesamefrom me.It'skindofnicethatheapologised,Ilook

uptofindMpestaringatmearmsfoldedagainsthischest.



Mpe:"Youlookhorriblewhenyouhadbeencrying,don'tdoitagain"

Ichuckle.

Me:"IdoubtcauseI'm leaving"

Hesitsdown.

Mpe:"Whywhathappened?"

Hesoundsreallyinterested,helooksatmeintensely.

Me:"YourbrotheristoomuchformeMpendulo,I'm alsotooyoungforthis.Heispossessive

andcrazy,helivesfordanger.Him andIclashweareopposites.Andhewantsapuppet

somethingI'llneverbe,Ireallyfeellikehim andIaren'taperfectmatch"

Mpe:"Youmightberightbutyouareperfectforeachother,youareoppositesandtheyhappen

toattractthatshouldbesomethingright?"

Ijustsmileathim andeat,hedoesn'tgetit.Idoubtanyonegetsit,IdoubtIevengetit.Senzi

comesindressedindifferentclothesandsmellingwonderful.Hestandsbythedoorstaringat

hisfeet.

Senzi:"Theproblem isIloveyoumorethanIshould,Itendtoforgetthatthisisreality.Ishouldn't

haveusedyouasbaitorhityouordowhatIjustdid,I'llstayawayfrom youfornowuntilyou

cooldown.I'm notlettingyougoMamiImeantitwhenIsaidyouareitforme.Iwillbegoodfor

you"

Ilookathim.

Me:"I'm readytogohomenow"

Hisfacefalls,hegivesmethekeystothei8it'stheonlycarIpreferandIdon'twanttoknow

howitgothere.ItakethegiftSueboughtforme.Idranklotsofwater,Ifirstwenttocheckup

onmyfather.Ididn'twanthim stayinghereconsideringhowSenziandIaren'tongoodtimes,I

gettiredimmediatelythinkingofthedrivingI'llbedoing.ImissSenzialreadyit'ssuchapity.

Ifinddadclearingthekitchenhelookscleanthehouseistoo.

Me:"Baba"

Dad:"Ntombiyam unjan?"

Me:"I'm goodbaba,haveyoubathedIneedtodriveyouhome"

Dad:"Youdon'thavetoworryaboutme"

Me:"I'm notworried,let'sgo"



HeisdressedinclothesthatI'm surewereboughtspeciallyforhim.Theylooknothinglike

Senzis,hecomesbackfrom thebedroom withaspotbagIdon'tevenbotherasking.Ihearhim

gaspwhenheseesthecar,heshouldgotoSenzishousehemightgetaheartattack.

WhenwegethomeInoticemyoldcarisn'tinsightbutthereisayellowBMW i8there.What

nonsense?IgetoutofthecarbutwhenIseetheregistrationnumber'Kay'mybreathhitches

andI'm intearsalready.Heboughtmeamatchingcar,thenIbrokehisheart.

Dad:"Areyouokay?"

Inod,peoplepassingbytakepicturesItakenonoticetothem.Ishakemyheadandgoinside

thehouse.Ontopofthetableisasmallbox,Iopenittofindthekeysthere'sanotetoo.

"TomySpeciallady,unfortunatelythemoneyIusedtobuythecarisnotrefundable.Iloveyou

happybirthdaysthandwasam"

Isitonthecouchandlookatitagain,myfatherjustlooksatmehehasnothingtosayabout

whatheisseeing.ThatImeanthethingssurroundingme,heissurelyassumingI'm rich.Idrive

tomorningsideimmediatelyandIgettherejustintime.

Iseemom waitingforme,shelooksamazing.Shehasherafroin4braidstuckedin,herskin

glowsshelooksprettymuchherageherweightisokaytoobutshelooksamazingnonetheless.

Me:"Ma"

Mom:"MaThe"

Shehugsme,I'm emotionalinasecond.Thehuglingersforquitesometimethensheletsgo.

Me:"I'vebeenmissingyou"

Mom:"Mhhm oryouwerebusywiththatboywithsmalleyes"

Ifakealaugh.

Me:"Notreally"

Mom:"Isthisthecaryouaredriving?"

Me:"Iborrowedit..maIhavesomethingtotellyou"

Shelooksatmesuspiciouslybeforewebothgetinsidethecar.Ifirstmakeitoutoftheparking

lot.

Me:"Babaisathome"

Idon'tevenwanttolookather.



Mom:"Khabazela?"

Me:"YeahIfoundhim,heisn'tthesame.Ihavebeenmeaningtotalktohim ,I'm sorry"

Shesighs.

Mom:"IwishIhadmethim maybeyearslaternotwhenI'm comingoutfrom thathospitalbutit's

fine.Didhesleepover?"

Ilookather,hergazepiercesmyskinIturnbacktotheroad.

Me:"Heishomeless"

Iwaitfortolaugh.Butnothing.

Mom:"Itcan'tbe"

Me:"Isawhim eatfrom thedumpster"

Mom:"Stillit'shighlyimpossible,especiallytoKhabazela"

Me:"Iguesswewillhavetohearfrom him"

Mom:"IguesssotooIalsohavesomethingtotellyou"

Me:"Isitbig?"

Shedoesn'trespond,seemslikethisdaywillmakeittomyhistorybook.

Entry44(FinalEntry)

.

Sue

Inlifewhensomethingthreatensyoueitherdirectlyorindirectlyyoutendtoreactinways

unimaginable,Iam aproductofHorrorthereforeIdealwiththreatsthewayhedoes.Ihaveso

manythingsinmindtogethim back,talkingwouldn'thelp.IhonestlyranoutofoptionsbutI

wanttogettohim.ThismorningIwaswalkingwithmysisterNokwandawhenwesawacar

writtenKayparkedinsideNtombisyard.

Noks:"Jesuwam uMshinikelo(MyJesusthisisamachine)"

Westoodbyhergate,IfeltmyheartbreakandItoobroke.Mysisterwasadmiringthecar.

Me:"Heboughtheracar"



He'stheonlypersonwhocanaffordthiscarinNtombislife.Mysisters

shovesmelightly.

Noks:"Girlgetyourboyfriendback"

Me:"Howam Isupposedtodothat?"

Noks:"Comeletmeschoolyou"

WewalkedaroundthehoodbrainstormingifIshouldcallit.

.

.

.

Ntombi

Mom:"Whosecar?"

Me:"Mine"

Shebreaksintoasmile.

Mom:"Unamanga(Youlying)"

Ilaughatherresponse,shereallyisshocked.

Me:"Itwasabirthdaypresentfrom Senzima"

Mom:"IfIhadtaughtyouvoodoothingsbengizothiumloyile(Iwasgoingtosayyoubewitched

him)"

Ilaughandclapmyhandswetakeherstaffandheadinsidethecar,Icansmellfoodfrom

outside.Iknockbeforegoingin,dademergesfrom thekitchenhiseyesfindmymothers.

Mom:"Khabazela"

Dad:"MaMnguni"

Ilookdowntryinghardtonotcry,Ihatethistypeofreunionwearehaving.It'sdefinitely

unplannedandithurtstoknowwehadnotbeenlikethisfor2yearsbecauseofmyfatherwho

iscurrentlyundermomsroof.

Dad:"Icookedsomethingtowelcomeyouhome"

Mom:"Weshouldeatthen"



Me:"I'llgoputtheseinyourbedroom"

Ileavethem whenIgetbacktheyarealreadyseatedquietlyIjointhem weeatinsilencewhen

wearedoneIpackthedishes.

Mom:"WhathappenedKhabazela?"

Dad:"Ntombiyam comeseat"

Isitbackdown.

Dad:"Ileftyouguysinattempttomarrysomeoneelseandgetmyselfanewfamily,youknow

whyMaMngunibutthatdidn'tgoasplanned.ThewomanIwaswithrushedmeintomarrying

her,Idon'tknowwhenithappenedorhowithappened.IwasasleepwhensuddenlyIheard

policesirens,uponwakingupIhadonethrobbingheadache.Thepolicecametothebedroom

andcuffedme,IwasbeyondconfusedespeciallywhenIfoundLolocryingthatbeingher17year

olddaughter.Sheevenlookedfrightenedwhenshesawme,Ionlyfoundoutinjailthat

apparentlyIhadbeenmolestingthechild"

Hestopsandlooksatmom whogaspedforairwhenhesaidthat.

Mom:"Youdidn'tdoit,youcouldn'thave"

Dad:"NoIdidn't,shewasevenpregnant.Theresultscamebackpositive,Ihadmolestedherbut

Icouldn'trememberathing.Icouldn'tevenexplainmyself,Iwasconstantlybeatupbythe

peopleinmycellforbeingrichandmolestingateenager.Ihadtogettherichestoflawyerson

mycase,andthecourtalsofoundoutthatIwasdruggedandinfertile"

Me:"Infertile?"

Isaywithoutthinking.

Dad:"Myreleasedraggedforsometime,whenIgottothehouseIhadboughttheyweregone.

ThehousewasonsaleandIhadnothingonmyname,theystrippedmeoffeverycentandI

couldn'tevenuseittofindthem.Myfriendsandcolleagueshatedme,everyonedidtheysaidI

rapedthechildbutpaidoffthemagistrate.Ididn'tdoitIendedupattheshelter,that'swhereI

sleep"

Myhearthurts,thisisthemanIlovedmorethananyhumanbeing.

Idon'tknowwhattosay,I'm lookingathim blankly.Coulditbethatit'skarmaforleavingmy

mom?

Me:"Didyouleavemom forthatfamily?"

Helooksdown.



Dad:"Idon'tknowhowthatoccurredbutyesIdid"

Me:"okay"

Dad:"MaMnguniI'm sorryforwhatIputyouthrough,I'm sorryNtombiIshouldn'thaveleftyou

bothandnotcontactedyou.Iwon'tlieandsayIwantedtocontactyou,lookingbackit'sasifI

hadnomemoryofyouguysatall.WhenitcameclashingdownIrememberedeverythingI

regretdoingit"

Mom:"Ihaveforgivenyou.Haveyoutriedgoinghome?"

Dad:"Ididbuttheykickedmeout"

Mom:"Theyarestillholdingagrudge?"

OkaynowI'm lostdadlooksatme.IwipethetearsIhadinmyeyes.Mom looksatme,she

takesmyhandinhers.

Mom:"BabyfirstlyIneedtoapologisetoyou,IneglectedyouandactedasifIwastheonlyone

hurting.Ishouldn'thavedonethat,youaremydaughterIshouldhavebeentheoneprotecting

you.I'm sorry"

Ismileather.

Me:"It'sokaymaIforgaveyou"

Mom:"Iwanttotellyousomething,justknowIdon'thateyouneitherdoesyourfatherinfactwe

loveyoualot.21yearsagoIwasavirgin,infacttheenvyatmycommunitynotonlywasIsmart

academicallybutwithlifetoo.OnenightIwascomingfrom winterschoolwhensomeone

grabbedmeandledmetoanabandonedhouse,theytookmyvirginity"

Tearsfall.Iseemyfatherwiththecornerofmyeyesmakinghiswaytoher,Ihavenointerestin

thisatallIdon'tlikewhereit'sgoing.

Mom:"Iknewhim hewasmyneighbour,whenthecommunityfoundoutIwasnolongeravirgin

theymockedmemom kickedmeout.Iwasonthesideoftheroadpregnantwhenyourfather

foundme,hetoldmehe'lllookaftermeandloveme.Helovedmethefirsttimehemet

me,monthslaterIgavebirthtoyou"

Istaygluedontheseat,Idon'tknowwhattosayordo.ThenithitsmeI'm aproductofrape.

Me:"Isthatwhyyouleft?"

Iasklookingatmyfather,I'm hysterical.

Dad:"Nobabyno"

Idon'tknowwhattodo,Igrabthekeysandgoout.Ineedtobreathe.Idrivearoundslowlythen



gotothebeach,IwishIhadbroughtmyphonebutit'sokayatleasttheywon'tgetme.My

motherwasrapedandshestillkeptme,myfatherbroughtmeupashisasmuchasithurtsbutI

shouldbegrateful.Ishouldbehappythatmom keptme,Idon'tthinkithasbeeneasyforherto

evenlookatmebutwhendadwasaroundnotoncedidIgetahintofthem nolovingme.Hours

laterIdrivebackhome,Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutacarcameoutofnowhereandhitme

from thefront.Idon'teventhinkIscreamedeverythingwentblank.

.

.

.

Senzi

IhadbeenstressingaboutKaythewholeday,RodriguezhasjustbeenfoundandIsuddenlyfeel

relievedatleastsheissafeeventhoughIcan'tseeher.Imissheralready,truthhurtslikehell.I

knowI'm toomuchandIwanttochangeforher.Ireallyloveher,It'smidnightwhenmyphone

ringsit'sfrom thepersonwhoissupposedtolookafterKay.

Me:"Sosha"

Sosha:"BhozaIlosther"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Sosha:"Thecarwasinanaccidentbutshewasn'tthere"

Me:"Findher"

Ihang,myphoneringsagainthistimeit'sher.

Me:"Mamiareyouokay?"

Kay:"Ican'tfindmychild,isshewithyou?"

Me:"I'llyoubackjustnowma"

It'shermom andsheispanicking.Ipaceupanddown,Soshacallsafterafewminutes.

Me:"What?"

Sosha:"Eishbhoza"

Me:"WhathappenedSosha?:

Sosha:"Shewasdeclareddead2hoirsago"

Mylifecomescrashingdown,whatisthemeaningofthis?



......................TheEnd...................


